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Abstract 

Speech is shaped by syntactic rules. New Genre theory suggests it is also shaped by specific, 

recurrent social contexts. Being socially constructed, rules governing genres rhetorically reflect biases or 

worid views of speakers who participate in them. Yet while speakers exercise choice in their utterances, 

world views too are socially shaped. Based on the premise that syntactic, rhetorical, and generic constraints 

are concomitant, this thesis develops a methodology combining Systemic Linguistics and the Pentad to 

show that, given two different utterances within the same genre, aspects of syntax are rhetorically significant 

in differer~tiating them. Similarities can be attributed to conventions of the genre, differences to world viws 

of the speakers. 

The "utterances" compared are transcripts of two televised accounts of the same story (the British 

Columbia government's land-use decisio~l on old-growth forest in Clayoquot Sognd) as reported by BCTV, 

privately owned affiliate of CTV, and CBC, publicly ~wned national broadcaster. Superficial genre-specific 

similarities are evident: both are hosted by an anchor, about the same story, and divided into two segments 

which are also about the same thinss (current reactions to, and future consequences of the decision). Yet in 

their construal of semantic field, positioning of speaker and hearer, and mode of development, they diverge 

significantly, producing different rhetoricaYideologica1 effects. BCTV takes a pragmatic/individualist 

stance with an (unwarranted) assumption of trepidation, CBC an idealist/liberal one with (unjustified) 

confidence. 

Chapter 1 identifies semantic Field, categorising components of the clause--noun and verb phrases- 

-to show BCTV focuses on loss of income, CBC on fairness. Rhetorically, these focii are biases of Agency 

and Purpose. 

Chapter 2 examines how mood and tense conshuct Tenor, positioning speaker and hearer within 

lrttemces to reflect rhetorical Attitude: BCfV construes the future as fixed, worrisome; CBC as an ongoing 

pmess of conflict resolution. 

Chapter 3 compares structuring Modes. It posits and defines a bridging unit between clause and 

segment, designated "passage." Like ctawm and genres, passages demonstrate recurring structural features 



indicating ideoiogicai organisation: BCW foregrounds the narrator, an Agentive bias; CBC presents issues 

h s r ?  severs! ~~f Ius, a %EL bias- 

Although they function within the same generic constraints, these accounts present different 

versions of the story, informed by different world-views, abbreviated as ratios of the Pentadic terms: 

f(Agency/Agent)+Attitude] (BCW), and [(Purpose/Scene)+Attitude] (CBC). The rhetorical Act of this 

thesis offers potential for teaching basic discourse analyticd concepts of grammar, rhetoric, genre, and the 

politics of representation. 
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Ea,firsf thz notion iknf ma@ b&.s a body 
d i s t imt~om his soul is to he expunged; 

this i si.JaI1 do by printing in the infrnul method 
by corrosives 

which in Hell are saIutary and medicinal, 
melting apparent surfaces away, 

anddispiqing the infinite which was hid. 
William Blake 

Speech is shaped by syntactic rules. Following Bakhtin, New Genre theory suggests it is also 

shaped by specific, recurrent mid contexts, that ali utterances are linked within the akeady-erifiting web af 

human communication. Not just any utterance is acceptable in a specific context, either. Generic 

conventions arise to give form to utterances. Just as individual words acquire "meaning," taking on 

significance only when placed in a context of other words, so too "[any speaker] presupposes not only the 

existence of the language system he is using, but also the existence of preceding utterances--his own and 

others'-with which his given utterance enters into one kind of relation ar another. . .. Any utterance is a 

lbk in a very complexly organized chain of other utterances" ("The Problem of Speech Genres" 69). 

Following Bakhtin, these discursive fields have come to be called "speech genres." And the 

constraints on speakers as they link their own utterances within these chains are identified ars "generic 

conventions." The concept of genre seems like a logical extension of syntax. When we construct sentences 

we follow a set of rules specific to the tanawe we are using. And it seems evident that even if they arc not 

as clearly identifiable as syntactic rules, we follow similar kinds of rules when we speak on specific 

occasions, and in specific places. But it it one thing to assert their existence, another to show them in action. 

The main probiem is that even though there do seem to be rules governing what can be said, individuals still 

have a peas deal of freedom to say diverse things within those rules. 

In order to develop a methodology which can show how both generic constraints and speaker 

choice work to construct meaning, a cumbiied analysis of language and wntext-that is, of gmmmticai and 

rktcxkd features-is needed Such an analysis shows that grammar and rhetoric are not separase levels of 

meanin& but inextricably bournd together. Syntadidp~ammatical choices have rhetorical implications: it 



meas something when you choose an imperative command over an interrogative offer. And rhetorical 

feahtres of utterances are constructed from syntactic components--from noun and verb phrases, from groups 

of clauses. 

Such a method can be ythesised by combining M.A.K. Halliday's systemic linguistics with 

aspects of the New Rhetorical theories of Kenneth Burke. Systemic linguists show connections between 

syntax and semantics, but their a n a l ~ i s  of context bas been confined to the non-semantic categories of 

class, gender, and ethnicity. On the other hand Burke does make connections between context and 

semantics, but his analysis does not relate semantics to specific syntactic features. By combining these 

techniques a systematic anatysk can be produced, showing how syntax, semantics, and context function 

simuftaneously to construct meaning in all utterances. 

Systemic linguistics uses z structural approach to langu~e. It treats lanayage as a series of 

subsystems which are operated when speakers select from among numerous subsystems or menus. We 

choose declarative or imperative mood, active or passive voice, past or present tense, we allocate subject 

and predicate positions, and much more, all before we have uttered a sound. Systemic linguists then group 

these sub-systems into related clusters which can be anatysed for their contribution to the semantic meaning: 

sane of &em contibute to c6itmr, some contribute to identi&& the positiort of the speaker in relation to 

the hearer and the topic, and some conmiute to structuring the utterance syntactically. 

This idea of linguistic sdction &om subsystems is similar to Burke's pentad, which he uses to 

categorise different possible perspectives h m  which to describe situations. Instead of hundreds of 

sufIsystems, though, he uses only five, which is why the name "pentad." They are Agent, Scene, Agency, 

Pmpczse, and Act. All utterances will contain each of these aspects, but speakers inevitably emphasise some 

of them over otfrers. This emphasis Fepresents ideological bias or preference, it reveals the social context 

within which the speaker is sitliated, and it too is present before a word if mere& 

k %!keg azdjrs& ~ ~ w s ,  Bw?ds aid Hdlidqj's sj&ewi mi =wfuEy =age aid 

ampkmmt each o k  in r?h avdqpig am o-fszsm&ks. Such a~ i~?nAysis, ~goro*c& rmkd h 

hagpage, avoids the e s d d i i  inherent m tfK aaafysis of subject positions, without denring their role in 

discurswe pmdkes or in the commdm of k n c w ~ p o w e r  rehtions. 



In his seminal work "The Problem of Speech Genres," Bahhtin complained that "The vast majority 

of linguists . . . see in the utterance only an individuai combination of purely linguistic (lexical and 

gmnmaticaf) forms ("Speech Genres*' 8 f ). This view waf unofihodos in 1952, when he was writing this 

essay. But subsequent to the publication of-Speech Geivs."' there is a growing body of research 

corroborating Bakhtin's insighis, sugpting that no -'&terances" are possible, or at least they are not 

comprehensibie, outside of appropriate occasions for their expression, which implies a community of 

hearers abie to understand and respond to the messages. Some Iinguists such as M. A. K. Halliday have 

posited theories which show q%tax inherently linked to social context through semantics. 

Halliday was influenced by anthropologist Bronislaw Malinowski's innovative cultural research 

practices which Halliday describes as "the kind of commentary that placed the text in its living 

environment" (Language. Context and Tmt 6). For Halliday, as for Matinowski, language can only be 

understood as arising from specific, concrete contexts: "Ultimately ail the meaning of all words is derived 

from bodily experience" (cited in Language, Context and Text 6). 

Halliday uses an analogy to system theory to explain systemic linguistics as a description of the 

iinguistic code: aithough immense, the code itself is finite; on the other hand, the messages speakers 

construct by combining elements of the code are infinite. in Halliday's model, set out in hrroduction to 

Flcl~ftional Grmnmar (f.985), which he atso calls systemic linguistics, utterancerr are constructed from a 

series of openended dynamic systems whwe speakers sekct options from a range of ever more specific 

"%ems," which become progressively more constrained as they move toward realisation in lexical choices. 

The ciause is the basic syntactic vehicle for expressing these combined choices. Halliday shows 

I#nw aspects of the context of smsarion which k identifies as the ideationaUexperientia1, the textual, and the 

h&qxmmd am dised widiin the c k  &rag$ anstintent units such as phrases, groups, and words. 

Far eximnjpfe the clause 

&b%zppt Soundis an urea on & west c Q m f o f ~ ' ~ ~ t ~ ~ ~ e r  lsfand 

~ b e a n a f y s e d  foraspectsofcoll.textas folkw5: 



4 )  The ideas or experiences it reflects abut the world-These are reatised as noun, verb, and prepositional 

phrases--or in systemic linguistic temq as Participants, Processes, and Circumtances. These 

comtituents; are andysd fw the a-ay titeq. combine syntactically to cormrue the world in words. Here, 

the n w  pftrases, CIqrrquof Slnud areq west emf of Ytulcouver fsland tell wi we are talking about 

geographical location, T;tre verb is j o - s  the concepts on either side of it in an identifying Process-the 

entity on &e left is identifjed or defmed by the entity on h e  right. Finally, tbe prepositional phrase 

repom k location or Circvmuance of being on the west coast of Vancouver Island. 

T )  Ihe hterpemnal relarim it *qIies  between speaker and hearer-As Bakhtin's analogy of utterances 

as links in a complex chain suggestsI every utterance presupposes a speaker and a hearer, realised by 

"i" and 3-ou." W h e k  explicitly prexrrt in zite clause or not, these positions can be retrieved by 

analysing the mood. For example, d q  are implied in the example above, and could be made explicit in 

a declarative clause such as "I say to you that Clayoquot Sound is an area on the west coast of 

Vancouver Island." TZte itwe set by this message digen from that of a question-"1 ask do you know 

where and what exactly is Chy.oqt~or -dl" or a command, "I order you, Clayoquot Sottnd, BE an 

area on the west coast of Vancouver ISM!" 

3) The textual elemem which give aucture to the message-Based on a modified form of 

subjectlpredicate relations ia n a d h d  gramman, designated in systemic linguistics as ThemelRheme, 

this b to do witb the organisation of Given or afreact). familiar information in cambination with New 

i t i f d m  dich &e s p e a k  wan& to provide. Here, Ciuyquoi S d  foregrounds or Them-s a 

familiar @axwe a h a &  Given by t& pfeviotrr co-text) proper name of a geographical area-and 

s- hares  to pnpar~ to nxzivq in fb+ folkmhg Rlleme, New information about that area, which 

tlrcsJF might wt aireadpr know bat tfKlt it m an- on tfne west cast  of Ymat-mwt Island- 

-to&& l i r r i c s ~ ~ d ~ s e m a n t i e s , H a l t i ~ s y s t e n t a t i c a f f y ~ t h e s e  

o f ~ o n m ~ e ~ v e r s i o a u f t f r e r e _ e i a a ~ c o n s ~ o i ~ p a r t r :  

aspms are di as senrantic coment in the Fief& the interperumal anpects of the 

arr~piHnasi&byttwmood,whiEhestab~Tenor,dandthestructuringteW~ 

ofthe m&mmce as dctenmised by tk ndakdip benwrar and GivenMew are examined m 



the Mode. The register of an utterance is determined by the combined analysis of these accumutnted 

features. 

Halliday's model of the register system corresponds closely to the model posited by Foucault's 

"enunciative modalities," which positions the speaking subject within the discourse by examining that 

position from the three parallel aspects-who is speaking, where do they speak fiom, and what can be said 

fiom within these sites (50-53)- With Tenor, Mode, a d  Field, Halliday offers a more grounded way of 

explaining these aspects. 

2. Genre 

Although the growing outline of Halliday's system is becoming visible in the work of systemic 

linguists, the system itself is massive and not yet fully understood or described. Though complete enough to 

supply an adequate framework for producing suaestive genre analyses, such as those made by J. R. Martin, 

this is a work in progress. 

In his comparative work on writing in academic genres (for example in the article "Life as a Noun: 

Arresting the Universe in Science and Humanities;" Martin shows how the Registers of each use regular, 

recurring forms, which differ fiom discipline to discipline because of the generic conventions each works 

within. His application allows for a flexible and complex approach, enabling analysts to identify different 

genres within disciplines and to make larger distinctions between disciplines as well. Martin says of his own 

approach to genre, that it "amounts to characterizing social context as a system of genres" ("Genre and 

LiteraCyn 142). 

Insofar as my own analysis is concerned with the grammatical and semantic aspects of genre, it is 

mOde1ed to a large extent on Martiri's application of systemic linguistics. But our different purposes lead to 

different ar!a•’yses. He does connect genre to social context and thence to ideology, but because he is 

bterested in promoting awareness of the way syntax shapes and influences pedagogical discourses, his 

of genre remains f o c d  on lm=IIuistic aspects of utterances, particularly as they are realised by 

SymaCnsymacnc and semantic forms. The syntactic category of Theme in the clause is metaphorically extended to a 

semantic analysis of pmgmpb (as hyper-theme), a d  to entire utterances (as macro-theme) ("Life as a 

Norm" WIGS 1). 



1, on the other hand, want a methodology for analysing genre which conveys concepts of academic 

writing, including grammar, and rhetoric, and allows for a semantic analysis which promotes critical 

awareness of the role language plays in shaping the utterances of others and oneself. While I want to show 

that larger semantic units are conditioned by or composed of accumulated clauses, they are not clausal 

themselves. These units have generic features in their own right, as well as contributing to the structure of 

other genres, and they c m o t  be defmed solely as extensions of the clause. For my purposes these larger 

semantic units constitute a discrete intermediary level between syntax and genre, and require an additional 

vocabulary to adequately describe their role in the system. Martin describes genres as "staged goal-oriented 

social processes," a useful image which I want to extend to these larger units as well. 

Second, because we are writing for different purposes, our analysis of ideology differs as well. His 

is based on the subject positions occupied by speakers within different genres (e-g., class, gender, ethnicity)- 

-looking for differences and similarities in discourses of authority, and of "right" and "wrong" student 

responses. I am comparing different utterances in the same genre, by speakers occupying similar subject 

positions, to find evidence of different world view, bias, ideology. And again I need a different terminology 

to discuss ideology than that provided by considering subject position. 

3. Rhetoric 

Traditionally the semantic aspects of generic language have been the domain of rhetoric-- 

arrangement, invention etc. And the social construction of world view has been the domain of rhetoric as 

well, in its analysis of persuasive tactics: "Rhetoric [comprises] both the use of persuasive resources 

(rheiorica utens, as with the Philippics of Demosthenes), and the study of them (rhetorica docens, as with 

Aristotte's treatise on the "'art'' of Rhetoric)" (Rhetoric 36). But rhetorical analyses are not typically 

concerned with articulating the relationship between semantics and syntax. 

So while I have modeled the syntactic analysis of genre on Martin's, I have adapted and modified 

syntax and semantics, I posit a larger unit of meaning above the clause, which I have designated as passage 

C* kmwir as "paragraph" or %picw), and classified according to type, based on their generic features. 



In order to show the generic nature of ideologies, I have used the New Rhetorical theories of 

Kenneth Burke, whose work suggests that like clauses and passages, world views too have regular recurring 

features which can be identified as semantically organised patterns. 

Drawing, like Halliday from the work of Malinowski, Burke also sees language situated in the 

"'context of situation" in which it arises, and he suggests that the linguistic encoding will be a response to 

external, not necessarily linguistic circumstances (Rhetoric 205-6). Although there are many parallels 

between his theories of rhetorical structures and Halliday's linguistic ones, Burke lacked the metalinguistic 

vocabulary and the analytical techniques which structural linguists have developed, consequently his 

theories are not as well defined as Systemic Linguistics. As a result, his work is complex and not readily 

summarked. In the summary which follows, I have tried to show similarities between Burke and more 

recent lines of inquiry emerging &om poststructural theory, as well as Hdliday's linguistic ones. 

Briefly, for Aristotfe and the classical rhetoricians, the study of rhetoric was the study of contests 

or "agons" enacted through language on formal public occasions. For Burke, the basic function of rhetoric 

is the use of words by human agents on a11 occasions, private as well as public, informal as well as formal, 

"to form attitudes or to induce actions in other human agents." Rather than being aimed at producing 

decisive outcomes for participants, it is "rooted in an essential function of language itself, a fiinction that is 

wholly realistic, and is continually born anew; the use of language as a symbolic means of inducing 

cooperation in beings that by nature respond to symbols" (Rhetoric 4 1). Shared language builds human 

communities. Persuasion is innate, but it need not be overt, in fact it most frequently is nrrt. In its covert or 

unmarked aspect, Burke refers to it as "identification," rather than persuasion (Language 19-46). 

This corresponds to Foucault's theory of micro relations of power, where discourses are 

constF~cted cooperatively by individuals who identi@ themselves with, or who are "situated in" institutional 

projects (eg. 7Ee Archeology of KnowIedge, and Discipline and Punish). But in A Grammar of Motives, 

Brke's rfre&xic goes f i i e r  in -5'mg the ways &at dismiiive power k r e a l i d  d i f k i d y  in different 

discourses and by different speakprs, He sbws &a dl spe&en use f&olo@cd rnoc!e!s IQ cc?n_Smcting their 

arguments. These models, which he calls "motives," are not specific to individuals, but the shared, socially 

constructed substance of all of our uttmmas- He says they are based on "universal principles" of discourse. 



For Burke, these "universal principles" are the essence of the rhetorical. The extent to which we are able to 

redise them in our speech marks our knowledge of the world, the extent to which we learn to recognise 

them is the aim of rhetorical pedagogy. 

For Aristotle and the classical rhetoricians, the "topics" around which speakers constructed their 

arguments were notional--generated from the speaker's own common-sense knowfedge of the world. Burke 

shows that such topics are systematically incorporated as part of these larger models (Grammar 292-3). He 

suggests that the application of universal principles in speech can be sorted into patterns composed of 

different sets of motives. They are recurrent features of all speech situations, and speakers use different 

combinations of them to construct different world views or ideologies. In A Grammar ofMotives Burke 

presents an extended definition of each of the patterns he identifies, combined into a theory he called 

"Dramatism." He defines dramatism as "a method of analysis and a corresponding critique of terminology 

designed to show that the most direct route to the study of human relations and human motives is via a 

methodical inquiry into cycles or clusters of terms and their functions" ("Dramatism" 445). Part of the 

methodoioa he developed for pursuing this inquixy, he called "the Pentad." He originally suggested five 

categories (hence the name "Pentad"): scene, agent, act, agency, and purpose (he later added a sixth, which 

f shall also be wing-attitude). These terms are derived from medieval rhetoric, which in turn were based on 

Aristotelian categories (outlined in the Nichomachean Ethics). 

They are similar to the contemporary "5-W's" heuristic used by journalists for encompassing all 

aspects of a story: who, what, where, when, and why? However, when used in journalism, this heuristic 

device often fimctions as an algorithm, prompting the reporter to simply fill in the blanks. When used by 

Burke, it becomes an analytical tool capable of describing complex and subtle ideological patterns in 

u r n s e s  

This meta-model of world views shares many features in common with Hatliday's concept of 

~ ' L ~ G E x  as sy'siml: just as sqpakm sekf from the mood system whether a ciause will be declarative, 

~ ~ z & w z ,  CK k&nog&i~e, SD *a tf-9 sew ~k+i h y  wi!! use narrative or logical fomi, that is, 

whether they will have an Agentive or a Scenic bias (Rhetoric 364-65). 



in positing the idea of universal principles, Burke also anticipated Lyotard and the so-called 

"master narratives7'-the narratives identified as respectively of truth (knowledge for its owm sake) where 

"the subject of knowledge is not the people, but the speculative spirit" (tyotard 33), and ofjustice (Freely 

paraphrased as knowledge for the good of society). In The Post-Modern Condi~ion, Lyotard suggests that 

one or other of these master narratives forms the structuring paradigm of all major post-Enlightenment 

discouses in the Western world. 

Burke goes further than Lyotard ir. suggesting discursive differences by which each type of 

narrative can be identified. In A Grammar of Motives Burke offers what could be called a prototypical 

genre analysis to show how different philosophical schools and approaches fit into these categories in order 

to illustrate his definitions. In Burke's model, discourses which are constructed around individuals, andfor 

which personify abstract entities, may be loosely equated with Lyotard's narrative of "truth," in Burke's 

terms described as Agent-based discourses. Whereas discourses constructed around material or socially 

motivated analyses--discourses of"justice" in Lyotard's model--will generally produce what he calls a 

Scenic bias. 

Lyotard offers these two as the only alternatives. While they may indeed be two dominant ones, as 

B d e  himself suggests (Gramzflw 1 I), Burke identifies several recognizably recurring universal principles 

which continue in play alongside these two in social discourse generally: the instrumental or "pragmatic" 

Agency, the mystic discourses of Purpose, and the self-reflexive or "realist" construal of Act, which he 

lanks dongside Scene and Agent in importance (the quoted adjectives are from Char!es Kneupper's useful 

applied Pentadic analysis, cited in Coe, Process 1541, and finally there are the specifics of Attitude, which 

seems to imbue and pervade all utterances. 

ARhough all human situations or dramas involve all of these components, speakers select which 

aspats to emphasii. Any utterance, Burke suggests, will inevitably focus on one or more of these elements 

;% dx ,qxme ofsene &ki offhem as the orgmiskag p ~ c i p f e  of &fie dbeourse wd of its warid view. h d  

w k ~  &e &minant ones in a --ific srttpm~?ce are ic!mtifi&, they w. bpi awlysed by exmining w M  he 

called the "ratiosn among &em (Grmnmar 3-20). This concept of ratio produces a nuanced and complex 

adysis which Lyotard's sketch fackf- And again, there is congruence with HaJliday7s model: world views 



are made up of a combination of ideological systems, just as clauses are made up of accumulated selections 

from a variety of syntactic systems. 

By combining Burke's system with Hafliday's it is possible to analyse the informing ideological 

structures of any utterance, situated in the specific syntactic features of that utterance. This produces a 

significantly different approach to the analysis of ideology than those based on the "subject-position" of the 

speaker as identified by membership in the categories of class, gender, ethnicity, religion, and some others. 

These categories are problematic in that they define individuals as members of a group, and do not account 

for difierences among speakers within the same group. Eleanor Roosevelt and Margaret Thatcher occupy 

similar subject-positions in terms of class, gender, and ethnicity, and yet in terms of the ideology or world 

views as presented in their words, they are literally worlds apart. 

Burke's system Iooks at language as symbolic action (in fact that is the title of one of his major 

works), and for him this means, among other things, that "language is primarily a species of action, or 

expression of attitudes" ("Dramatism" 447). At the time Burke was developing his ideas about language the 

study of linguistics was in the state which Bakhtin complained about-- linguists were only interested in 

"purely linguistic (lexical and grammatical) forms" ("Speech Genres" 81). The theories about syntax as a 

kind of "symbolic action," and its relation to semantics were being worked out by the Prague School, but 

not widely known in the Engiish-speaking world. Because he was interested is the "bexpressive'7 aspects of 

language, since it is here that the "action7' he refers to takes place, he did not focus on syntax. Despite this, 

his analyses of contexts of situation are semantic and c!early rooted in specific concrete texts (frequently 

literary texts since he has a formidable reputation as a literary critic), rather than in the psychological make- 

up of individual speakers. Although he does not ignore this aspect of communication, he is interested in 

looking for instances of a type repeated in numerous individual utterances ranging across the most formal 

public occasions to the least formal gossip among intimates, rather than exploring the idiosyncracies of any 

particular speaker. 

White there is no doubt that the categories of class, gender, and ethnicity do have bearing on the 

adysis, a more precise adysis ean be made by first l&ng at actual structural (i.e. syntactic and 

-tic) features of utterances to determine what symbolic action or expression of attitudes they embody, 



and then determining who is authorised to take such actions or to express such attitudes. This avoids the 

essentialism of the clasdgender!ethnicity approach, and grounds the analysis in languase. 

In making such an analysis, the most outstanding advantage Burke's system offers is an avoidance 

of the polarisation between good and evil which characterises much analysis of ideology. For Burke, no 

utterance is innocent of ideological bias, neither the one being critiqued nor the one offering the critique. 

Burke recognises that any selection of one of these x t s  of terms or motives eliminates another; this bias will 

generally go undetected by those who use the terminology, and so it is up to individuals and groups whose 

interests are not served by the proffered terms, to unmask the vested interests within them: 

[A] human terminology of motives is necessarily partial; accordingly, whatever its claims 
to universal validity, its "principles" favor the interests of some group more than others; 
and one may look to opposing theorists for discoveries that %nmask" [demystifL, we 
would say now] the partisan limitations lurking in speciously "universal" principles. 

Any such "unmasking7' of an ideology's limitations is itself made from a limited 
point of view. but each such limited perspective can throw light upon the relation between 
the universal principles of an ideology and the special interests which they are 
consciously made to serve (Rhetoric 198). 

That is, ideologies must be used to interrogate each other, or at least the users of those ideologies 

must interrogate the ideologies of their competitors. This has to do, I think, with his views on negation. If 

we negate one world view, we are always doing so by means of another (Language 419). In my analysis, I 

have tried to show how this dynamic perspective works by comparing two utterances which construct the 

same world from systematically different points of view. 

However, Burke offers no easy way to apply his method. The system he outlines in A Grammur of 

Motives forms the basis, or at least contains the central themes much of his other work revolves around. He 

wrote in a series of loosely conoected aphoristic texts, "with a set of terms that mutually or circularly imply 

one another" as he himself said of other work in another context, and his work resists linear applications 

(language 365). In my use of his theories here, I have relied on a reading strategy suggested by Richard 

larger units, and afso that "Language allows us to name on various levels of generalization or abstraction, 

for our verbal categories are like Chinese boxes: animal envelopes mammal envelopes primate envelopes 

hummr being envelopes Kenneth Burke" ("A Better Life" 1 I). 



Following Burke, Coe suggests readers begin by looking for key terms, seeing how they are 

clustered, looking for relations between clusters, and fiom these clusters, identifying the pivotal terms and 

root metaphon which organise the discourse. I have adopted this method in this analysis, applying it not just 

to single words, but to phrases, clauses and passages as well. 

Useful as Burke'x multiply constructed perspective is, and helpful as Coe's reading strategy is for 

sorting it out, Burke's methods can still seem intuitive and notional. I believe his theories are based on his 

own profound if unarticulated sense of the rejationship between grammar and rhetoric. His choice of the 

title A Grammur of Motives indicates his awareness of this connection. This study is an effort to develop a 

methodology which will make his concepts both more systematic and more accessible, though no doubt at 

the cost of simplifying and even flattening Burke's original work. And although the results presented here 

are promising, more research is required to determine what if any empirically identifiable discursive basis 

there is for Burke's original Pentadic categories. 

Here, 1 have simply mapped these categories onto the aspects of syntax identified by systemic 

linguistics, as they are generically organised. To do this, I have nad to modify and adapt Martin's original 

model considerably. However, I have found the continual contrast between his model and my application a 

productive source of insight into genre. 

4. Television News: Values 

The "'utterances" compared are transcripts of two televised newscasts of the same story. Newscasts 

are ubiquitous, hence familiar examples of "official" public discourse, and thus the world views they 

present wilf be familiar as welt. To a large extent electronic media make possible whatever sense of human 

community we can have when organized in such large units as the nation-state, the information society, or 

the globat village. And broadcast television newscasts engage in the work of upholding official public 

on a massive - 4 e :  they are m e  n& ir! &e web of m e a ~ g s  and significations disseminated by 

other official institutional sites. The potential for abuse-deliberate or inadvertent4 enforcing conformity 

to a set of standards determined by groups with access to such communication systems, and a vested interest 



in establishing certain social c~nfi~ourations, is great. And the need for an informed public who can "=ad" 

and evaluate such messages is correspondingly important. 

The inherent bias or ideoiogy present in all disccturses has been widely recogised, although 

strategies for demonstrating how it works have been more difficult to come by. O'Sullivan et. al. summarise 

Althusser's 1971 definition in Key Concepts in Communication and Cultural Studies that, "no specific 

discourse . . . is exempt fiom ideoiogy. Instead, there are at any one time numbers of contending ideological 

discourses in play within an overall social formation, and . . . what is at stake in the way they are produced, 

deployed, regulated, institutionalized and resisted is not only knowledge but also power" (142). The 

differences in the two newscasts I have compared corroborate the idea of "contending ideological positions" 

engaged implicitly in a struggle to define a significant site of social conflict. What Burke and Halliday can 

oEer to this discussion is a way of chat?ing h e  ideological significance of these different utterances by 

showing how they are systematically built up from different sets of terminologies. 

The transcripts are taken from two locally originating six o'clock newscasts: BCTV, affiliate of the 

privately owned national broadcasting consortium CTV, and the CBC, publicly owned national broadcaster. 

Both are conventional, mainstream newscasts. The story itself is about one of the British Columbia 

government's land-use decisions on old-growth forest in Clayoquot Sound. The story was featured by both 

stations on the six o'clock newscasts Wednesday April 14, 1993 (as the opening story on BCTV, and as the 

second one on the CBC). It was also the top story on the previous day when the decision was first 

announced, and it continued to feature in a minor way for several days afterwards. Of the several major 

stories I could have selected fiom my data, I chose this one because it is what Burke might call a 

"representative anecdote," a story which serves as "a summation, containing implicitly what the system that 

is developed fiom it contains explicitly" (Grammar 60). This anecdote reveals different world views or 

ideologies in the course of touching on many important historical and political issues, even as it reveals the 

Ciffaeairt symactic, rhetorical, gclseric principles by which ezch aecoint is constriicid. 

b& newscasts rqrsezz? -tid!y the same "subject position": both we authoritatiw exan?p!es 

of public discourse. They have composite speaken and thus are not gendered or otherwise identifiable by 

subject pition, although an argument could be made that these collective speakers are mostly male, middle 



class, white. However, as they would still occupy similar subject positions such an analysis would not 

significantly differentiate them. 

There are differences, however. BCTV has the highest provincial audience share for all newscasts 

originating in B. C .  fiom 1990-1993. For 1993, the year my data was collected, the audience share of 

BCTV was 52%, the CBC 9%. (from Bureau of Broadcast Measurement figures generously provided by 

BCTV). This difference is reflected in advertising rates: BCTV's rate for a 30-second spot on the news 

during the peak fall-to-spring season was approximateiy S3500.00, the rate on CBC approximately $700.00 

for the same length of time during the same period. 

Like academic genres, newscasts have common values, some of which overlap with academic 

ones, some of which are genre-specific. O'Sullivan et al. offer a comprehensive definition of some genre- 

sgecifk news rahes in Key Cmzeps, which f presmt here in abbreviated form: 

News values prioritize stories about events that are recent, sudden, unambiguous, 
predictable, relevant and close (to the 'home' culture/class/religion). 
Such events happen all the time without becoming newsworthy. Priority is given to 
stories about the econgmy, governmental politics, industry, foreign affairs of state, 
domestic affairs-either of conflict or human interest, disasters or sport. 
Within such stories, priority is given to personalization, conflict, violence, reference 
to elite nations (USA, USSR, UK, Europe, Japan), reference to elite people, 
negativity (bad news). 
Less agreeable news values can often be shown to be in play, including 
metropolihr&m. . . =ism, pzaiarct;);. . naturalization . . . consemus (everyone 
shares the worldview of the sub-editor or middle management). 
News stories have to appeal to the supposed interests of the readerslviewers, so they 
must be commonsensical, entertaining, dramatic, like fiction (good stories), 
glamorous, visual, a b u t  showbiz, about television. 
Stories must be compatible with institutional routines, so events must be diary events 
. . ., or already covered in another news outlet, in press releases or in agency reports 
(202). 

Comprehensive as this definition seeks to be, however, it falls prey to commenting on news in 

g e n d  without distinguishing the "contending social forcesn at play in public discourse. And yet power and 

knowledge are constructed differently by each of these newscasts. While there are strong structural 

similarities, they diverge significantzy in their construal of semantic field, mode of development, and 

po,s;itioning of speaker and hearer, producing dierent rfietoricaYideological effects. Based on the definition 

of news values above, both of these accounts feature recent unambiguous occurrences; they are about 

go- politics, the ec3nomy and iwhistry-, but only B W  tends to pemnalise the issues, CBC prefers 



a more analytic approach; the B(3TII account is characterised by what OSullivan et a!, call 

"metropoiitanism" (which they further d e f i  as an undue focus on London), but here it might be reaiised in 

the f x t  that d i k e  CBC, B C N  bid not have a camera and reporter on tocation. aftfiough this is nor evident 

in the visual aspects of the story, and thus remains a submerged feature of the account; both accounts seek 

to establish consensus, to present their views as "natural," and they both appeal to the interests of the 

audience, although they construe consensus and audience interests differently. And they both do, of course, 

conbin visual aspects, since the visual is the essence of television. This is one of the defining imperatives of 

its presentation not an ideotogical "choice," unlike the traits of "glamour" and "showbiz" with which it is 

(negatively) associated in this defmition As Marshall McLuhan, and many others since him have noted, 

media do shape communication-the visuai imperative shapes television just as it differently shapes printed 

%x&- h b  it is the premise ofthii &sk 'J.& hgmge is the ultimate medium, giving shape to at! else. 

What is of interest is how these different media work in specific texts, what specific choices have speakers 

m d e  about how to use them, &om what possible range have they made their choices, and what are the 

different effects of these different choices? 

My data indicate that BCTV does reflect many of the ideological biases which are said to define 

"riews values." There is a strong pragmatic concern with economic survival, which Burke would associate 

with the motive of Agency; there is a demonstrable focus on the individual and the personal-for Burke, a 

bias of Agent; and fmally, the account assumes an Attitude of trepidation toward the W e  survival of the 

forest industry in B. C. In doing so, BCTV is implicitly critical of the mildly social democratic provincial 

government, while at the same time approving its stance towards the demands of environmentalists who 

precipiited the issue and the story. In k t  though, enviromnental concerns are not the primary motive of 

tfiis story, criticism of the government is. This is evident in their relatively limited coverage of this 

i n p m n t  environmental story, and their contrasting extensive critical coverage of many aspects of the 

go~anment, in this story, eorykewhe in &is new- and tItroughout my data sample. 

33e CBC en the other bad, ixdmdies marry of&e psirive values impiicit j expressed by 

O'Sullivan et at in their &%&ion of mainstream news values. The CBC is concerned with the principles of 

~ a n d e ~ a & e o f ~ ~ f ~ o n h i f e s I ; l t Z t e r t h a n r n  peno~tities, preferring& 



show several speakers presenting issues from different perspectives-a Scenic bias. And in terms of 

Attitude, the CBC expresses confidence in the ongoing process of negotiation by which the conflict will be 

resolved. However, despite their effort to present the issue fairly, there are some notable gaps in their 

coverage. Nowhere in this newscast, nor in their extensive coverage of this story on other days, do they 

feature a forest industry representative presenting the case for labour and industry; yet this is a legitimate 

member of the category "interest groups" as established by the internal logic of the CBC perspective. 

Although many British Columbians are concerned about environmental protection, the forest industry is 

important to the entire provincial economy, its future is a matter of concern to many British Columbians, 

d the CBC account has failed to include this aspect in their coverage. BCTV demonstrates a canny 

awareness of audience lacking in the CBC account, and does address this concern, albeit in a partisan 

fkshion. This may go a long m y  ~0iir-a-d ejrpiaining &e conzinuing success of BCTV in drawing ul 

audience. Again I have found Burke's heuristic usefur in using these ideologies to "unmask" each other. 

5. Tefevision News: Struetore 

The tendency to overgeneralisation in definitions of "news values," such as the one offered by 

USulfivan et al. above, may an*% because it is difficult to fmd sensitive enough toots to demonstrate these 

differences. These two accounts are structuraZ1y similar, and it is difficult to show that perceived differences 

in content reflect anything more than the subjective perceptions of individual audience members, many of 

whom will be more or less conscious of these fahues. For this reason, the analysis of syntm has been 

useful in empirically demonstrating the systematic ideologically significant differences between the two. 

Strong, genre-specific superficial similarities are immediately evident: both are hosted by an 

anchor, both are about the same story, and both are divided into two segments which are also about the 

same things: Segment 1 cieafs with ammt reactions to thc decision, and Segment 2 with its expected m e  

cmsqwnces, as &e foliowing &gram shews: 



Furthermoref each segment is also divided into ievels, with the anchor serving to present the high lwei 

introductions, the reporter acting as mediator between anchor, audience, and interview subjects. and the 

interview subjects themselves fimctioning to provide evidence or corroboration for fie higher level claims. 

Level 3: fnterview Subject 

The transcripts in the Appendices contain the complete text of each account, but because I am 

wncemed with the structure of the nirwseast, or the way it imposes f o m  on events, the main focus of this 

analysis has been Levels f and 2, aWough Level 3 is also included in parts of the analysis. 

6. Literature 

In constructing this genie anaiysis, there hawe not been many models which I could follow. 

Martin's has been useful, but our diffefezLt audiences and purposes have required different forms. Genre 

theory is new, and although there is an merging body of media analysis which is based on Haltiday's 

system, it has not yet produced applied genre anatyses. Researchen working with this madel (among them 

Fowler, Hodge, Kress and Tmq and Hodge and Kressf want to suggest a general systemic model for 

thinking about utterances (Hodge and Krws 129). Some of them do discuss the need for an account of the 

intermediary level above the claw.  I3-k Stem q g e d s  several, among them the sociolinguistic theories 

of W. Latrov and a b  she theory of d~~ sckmis which fink syntax to larger generic features of 

utteranas (in Chilton 21 5-230, and a 333, To my knowledge, there are no analyses of News which 

And whik dre Pentad lends itseif to geme anatysis, Pentadic a n a m  typicalty focus on larger 



~dy5is  of genre, which at tfte l o w e  h e 1  described she role of grammar, moved through to genre and then 

to w i a f  context. As she said: "A rkkwidly solrnd &fmitir#, of genre must be centered not on the 

~~e or the form of d i~0WX but on rbe adon it is used to  accomplish^ r G e m  as Socia! Action'" 

f 52) More recentiy, howevert she says site is unsure %he&er the semiotic relationships stiil pertain at 

beir higher than the g m e ~ W  Is at ttK ideological level and nor can she say Wether these levels are 

u&31& described as king c m d  by sets of camtimti~e a d  regulative n t l d  ("Rhetorical Community" 

3). As f have Pried to show in my analysis, however, the rhetorical or ideological is just as basic to, or 

cmstiadive of, sytllactic units, as synfax is of larger mi&. 

Within the anafyik of lek6sim news there is a structural approach emerging which is similar in 

fixus Lo tb presented here. Anafym slicfi as G w e m  and Hackeg, in "The Production of TV News," offer 

stmx~iml accounts of specific television news stories, by examining '?he cultural codes by which TV news 

bultetin items are put together to 'creak reality'" (281). Researchers working in this model look at what can 

be k w m d  firan the surface of the n e t e m  itself how pieces of the story are edited together, what kind of 

s,fsoto are d and in wfrat ~~~ wlbat kinds of "preswm aMi i irnit .  are plztced on the production of 

news, what cmventional rq#esentations are used, and what kinds of ideological interpretations these 

rmsa&oas cm )riel& Ahhaugh they md ra i ) q b y  &e mk of h,gmge2 saying W "[as] a primarily 

v k d  mcxiilrm, television has difftculty arc- complex and detailed v e M  narrative" (285), I 

Smk thc smctmzd ;tnafys'i of lampage here f m  a compatible supplement to their work, by 

that mnsive does pky an impantaat role in deliveriag h e  ideological message of the newscast. 



Chapter 1 identifies the semantic field by simply listing noun and verb phrases, and "clustering" 

them in similar categories or sub-fields. In "pure" systemic linguistic analyses, Field is usually determined 

by looking at the transitivity relationships construed by Participants and Processes. But the information 

produced by an analysis of transitivity is more detailed than my purpose requires since it could be argued 

that semantic content is not a stable indicator of ideology-that the patterns noted in a particular account 

may be specific to it and not found elsewhere. Although I think further analysis of a larger sample would 

tend to show these patterns remaining stable over time, this sample is too small to draw firm conclusions, 

only to note tendencies. 

Chapter 2 looks at position of speaker within the discourse. Here the verb phrases are most 

significant, both in determining mood, and also tense. 

Chapter 3 examines Mode. This Chapter is the most detailed in the thesis, because it is here that 

syntax, rhetoric and genre intersect. In his analyses of genre, Martin suggests that different disciplines place 

emphasis on different aspects of register. where the Sciences emphasise field (the focus on terminology), 

Humanities discourses emphasise mode (the logical organisation of arguments or "points"). Insofar as 

newscasts employ discursive rather than analytic techniques of development, they too emphasise mode. 

chapter posits a d  defines a bridging semantic unit between clause and segment, here 

designated as '4passage." As the next largest unit after the clause, passages are composed of clusters of 

clauses (sometimes called paragraphs). It is at this level that non-syntactic structural similarities of larger 

units of meaning, such as the segment, give way: witbin segments, the made of development differs in each 

account. And it is at this Ievel that specific semantic content of Field and Tenor is shaped into relatively 

stable persuasive stmchues. The chapter shows how passages are built up from phrases and clauses. 

The combined analysis of grammatical and rhetorical aspects of utterances presents ongoing 

diffiadties for represenresendon of the data: grammatical exempla are usualIy brief and intensely analysed, 

wkeas Marid zmdysis e m  c a w  e x p z  oftex? in a less &tailed way. The urte~mces ! have 

selected are reIatively long for a gammatical analysis, and relatively brief for a rhetorical or statistical 

analysis. Yef, in ow &h&s to the environment can be found many of our hdamentai beliefs about the 

shape the sacid order "shouId" take in general & thus, I am assuming, will provide a representative 



sample of each newscast's "typical" approach with regard to content. By analysing the second day's 

coverage, f assume that each station had time to present a more considered and organised response than on 

the previous day, which are representative of "typical" approaches to structuring the accounts. Although it 

is my impression as a long-time viewer of both these newscasts that the sample does indeed represent each 

of their characteristic approaches, further research is required to verify if the conclusions remain stable 

through time, and across different types of story. 

The transcripts and Tables of data are contained in two appendices. Appendix A contains the data 

for the CBC, Appendix B for BCTV. In each Appendix, Table 1 provides a complete transcript of each 

account, by line, by topic and by speaker. Level 1 is distinguished by italics, Level 2 is in boldface. Visual 

shifts are also very briefly indicated in the far right column. The tables in each Appendix correspond--thus 

Table A. 1 and Table B. 1 both contain the transcripts of the accounts, Tables A 2  and B.2 contain 

Participant analyses. Tables A.3 and B.3 contain Processes, etc. In my discussion, I have referred to the 

Tables simply by number when the discussion applies to both, and specified by name (CBC) or letter and 

number (A.1) when referring to one or the other. When referring to specific utterances, the table number is 

fallowed by the line number (A.1, 117),or by the passage and clause number (AS, 1.2). (NOTE: in the 

course of printing this document for publication, a different font was used, which has caused some of the 

data in the transcripts to shift slightly. This does not materially affect the conclusions drawn in this 

analysis.) 



Chapter One: FIELD 

Field refers to what is happening, to the nature ofthe social action that is taking place. 
What [activiry/ropic] ici it that the participants are engaged in, in which languagejigures 
as an essential component (Language, context and text 12). 

When considering field, it is helpful to think of it as the semantic content of a text. That is. what 

are people talking about, what is the subject of their conversation, the focus of their common interest. This 

feature of English which enables users to construct (and reconstruct) a shared field of experience or ideas is 

an important aspect of language generally. It is, as Halliday says, "[a] fbndamentai propeq of language . . . 

that . . . enables human beings to build a mental picture of reality, to make sense of their experiences of 

what goes on around them" (Fanctioml Grammar 105). The proposition that humans construe experience 

in language does not deny the "reality" of the external world being described, but rather it directs attention 

to the way that world is incorporated in language. Given the same set of events, no two speakers will 

represent it identically. This chapter compares the way these two newscasts differently incorporate the same 

events. By understanding which terms are foremost in the "speaker's" mind, one can begin to examine what 

is most important to that speaker, what she  values, what constitutes knowledge within the utterance, and 

how power is constructed. 

In determining the field of a discourse or text, Halliday suggests the clause is the most significant 

unif the most usefbl site for making this analysis because "it is the clause that functions as the 

representative of processes" (Functional Grammar 1051, that is to say, the components by which speakers 

represent processes are incorporated in clauses. Systemic grammar recognises three componenes of a 

process: 

I) participants 

2) the process itself 

3) circumstances associated with the process 

"Participants" are reaiised by nominal groups, the "process itself'' by verbal groups, and 

"circumStanwn by adverbial groups and prepositional phrases. A systemic analysis looks to see how the 



nominal groups are connected to each other through the verbs. This relationship between verbs and nouns is 

cafied imiskiviq. And the assoeieiaied el-eimsia~ces, which consiittite the third component of the analysis, 

s M e  or elaborate these relationships. 

Both Halliday and Martin use a complex analysis of transitivity relations--who is construed as 

doing what to whom-for discussing the processes which constitute a semantic field, and Martin in 

particular has made productive use of it in contrasting different academic genres. Within critical linguistics, 

Hodge and kess  also discuss transitivity in relation to ideological structures within clauses. But while an 

analysis of transitivity reveals a gre2t deal about relationships within clauses, and about the way speakers 

construct Field generally, it says less about the more stable constructions of larger units than other aspects 

of syntax. For my purposes, it has been sufficient to classify and simply list both participants and processes. 

After identifying the Participants, I have clustered them into categories suggested by the terms 

themselves. And with regard to Processes, because I am interested in types of process rather than specifics, 

I have grwped them in categories suggested by Halliday in Introduction to Functional Grammar, and then 

defined the categories. Throughout, I have tried to show parallels between Halliday and Burke, between 

grammar and rhetoric. 

f .2 Participant Roles 

1.2.4 Introduction 

In newscasts generally, there are two types of participants-the people who speak, and the objects 

and concepts they invoke in their speech. These are referred to respectively as "the speaking subjects," and 

"the subjects of discourse," although the line between these two types frequently blurs when speaking 

subjects become subjects of someone else's discourse: when the anchor introduces the reporter--Clem 

Chapple repor&, ((B. 1, 17); when the reporter introduces an interviewee40 does tourism operator Dorotitry 

lbmf* (A. 1, 167); or when any other speaker is named by another person or whenever the speaker is 

identified graphically. In this analysis, only subjects of discourse are considered. 

In news reporting, interview subjects respond to questions from reporters. Interview s~bjects co- 

operate by responding appropriateb, d a shared vocabulary emerges. Speaking subjects agree, as Grice's 



Co-operative Principle suggests, to talk "about" the same thing: if there were any interviewees who did not 

co-operate in discussing the common topic, presumably they were excluded from the final edited accounts, 

In this way the answer to Foucault's question "What can be said?" is determined, at least by newscasts. 

Thus for the analysis of participants, I have not distinguished between the participants construed by the 

newscast personnel and those construed by the interview subjects, but listed them all together. 

In identifying participants or discursive entities, I have kept the noun phrases intact, rather than 

listing isolated words, since phrases give some sense of the textual context in which the entity is situated. 

First and second person pronouns, and some miscellaneous terms which were anomalous and neither 

established new categories nor fit existing ones are not considered. Finally, for each of the stories, I 

compiled terms by category accordiig to the semantic fields they participate in, which yielded the following 

sub-fields (the first number represenfs proportional distribution in per cent, the second in actual numbers): 

Figure ?:I Participants: Sub-cafegoties of Field 

I Table # I Sub-Field I CBC I BCTV 1 

1 2.2 1 Environmentalism 

2.1 

i 
1 2.3 1 Industry & Labour f 121(24 34 

I % f  % 
Government 

t 

2.5 1 Clayoquot Sound 1 12 3 (24 1 12 

f I I 1 
2.8 1 Media f 1 / (2)  4 
2.9 1 Research 3 1 (6)  0 

2.10 f The US. 0 1 (0) 1 

i i I 1 

I I TOTAL 1 f 198 f 

2.6 

These categories are specific to the discourse itself, not determinable apriori, and fwther they are 

specific to each analyst. Others might group these terms into different categories. Nonetheless, when so 

grouped they yield a set of propositions abouf the diiourse which can then be dixussed. The designation 

of each sub-field was a complex prmes. &zndimes the field is clear: emkonmental groups (A. 1 ,  I), the 

CORE 1 7 ( 3 4  0 
> 



Sierra Club of Wmern C a d a  (A. I ,  321, Opponents of the Clayoquot decision @. 1,30), and a small 

g m p  of ~~fialparmites (A. I ,  193) all refer to roughly the same entities, in a field designated as 

"Environmentalism." 

However it was less clear how to position complex constructions which participate in more than 

one field simultaneously, as this example fiom BCTV: far more than what Premier Harcourt announced on 

T 2 1 ~ f h  (B.  1,3 1). Here more refers ellipticdly to area in the Clayoquot," and what Premier 

Harcourt announced refers to the government decision about that land area. This phrase could have been 

separated into components, withfar more placed in the field of "Clayoquot Sound," and what Premier 

Harcourt announced on Ttresdqy in the field of "Government." But because it is construed here as a single 

entity, desire for which is attributed to environmentalists, it becomes part of the way BCTV constructs the 

field of"Enr i r r t rnen&l i~~~ and 3 have- designated it as such. 

1.2.2 Discussion: Agency/Puqmse 

This categorisation of sub-fields is significant not only from a linguistic perspective, but it is also 

the first step suggested by Coe in performing a Burkean analysis of key words, master metaphors, or "god- 

terms." One of Burke's most accessible concepts is about the rhetoric of naming, the power of words as 

%ministic screens" or "entitlements" (to do with titling), Thus he proceeds to index or "locate pivotal 

terms (words or images), especially those that dominate crucial moments in the text;" then "[note] 

associationat clusters, what goes with what" ("A Better Life" 3). 

This is a complex story of groups engaged in social conflict-primarily the NDP government who 

made the land-use decision, and two groups affected by it-environmentalists and forest indusQ people, 

including executives, lobbyists, loggers, managers, and small business people. Not surprisingly, when 

PaFtIcipants are classified in associafional clusters, there are considerabte similarities in some of the 

msihst subfieids Common to both are ref-- to the geographicai area of Ciayoquot Somd, to the 

p~imis!  :!Ovt%m-E &&ks abai io eiit-&th, and te peepie Who work in the fore4 

bdWxy, although lhey occur with differens hquency in both accounts, as the tables show. 



Evidence for the particular bias of each account lies in the clusters which do not overlap. The CBC 

text produced numerous references to CORE (the Commission on Resources and the Environment, which is 

a government-sponsored commission set up to mediate between interested local groups in land-use disputes) 

and balance, BCTV yielded an emphasis on money and the media. Also of interest are the different 

distributions of terms for environmentalism and industry: environmentalism is more frequently represented 

on the CBC, industry on BCTV. In fact, although this is ostensibly a story about an environmental issue, the 

scant representation of environmentalism on BCTV is surprising. 

These "associational clusters" can be empirically derived fmm the analysis of syntax. But syntactic 

analyses do not go beyond naming structural features, in this case the noun phrase. To derive the titles, or 

sub-Field classifications for these clusters of noun phrases, one must move beyond syntax into the domain 

of semantics. And to cfassi& rhe Qpes of ssb-Fields, a Pentadic anaiysis moves one more step beyond this. 

In much the same way the L i  taxonomy works to classifL biological organisms, Burke's Pentad can 

be combined with the classification of sub-Fields: "noun phrase x" corresponds to "Species," "sub-Field y" 

to "Genus," and "motive 2' to "Family." Or to return to Coe's metaphor of the Chinese tmxes, motives 

encompass sub-Fields, which in turn encompass specific noun phrases. 

As discussed in the Introduction, Burke identifies five basic, "universal" motives which speakers 

use to structure their utterances: they can focus on either the individual, the context, the means, the end, or 

the action. Each of these motives serves as a "terministic center from which many related considerations can 

be shown to radiate, as though it were a "god-term" ftom which a whole universe of terms is derived" 

(-sm" 445). Thus, each of these motives names, or encompasses, many different genera and species. 

In titii taxonomy of motive, "money" in the BCTV account could be placed under the "god-term" 

of Agency, which is d e w  by a concern with the means or tool for achieving an end. The corresponding or 

"symptomatic" terminology k that of pragmatism., whiih Burke defines as "a mode of thought according to 

which a thing's d u e  is used by irs economic usefuIaess, as tested in turn by its mariretabiiity (inat is, its 

fdej1 a ca m m  h &jkig ~ = ~ ) . "  His adpis of agency expresses a671hbfy ifie moiivathg 

forces of industrial capitalign and its alliance with technology: "modem science is par excellence an 



accumulation of new agencies (means, instruments, methods)" which in their own turn serve the ends of this 

commercial activity (Grammar, 275-277). 

Biases of agency are not restricted to a concern with commodities and profit, however. They are 

immediately concerned with the primal goal of survival and still play a large role in human affairs, not 

surprising given that one of the ways we defrne ourselves is "the tool-making animal." But while integral to 

many discourses, motives of agency have received less attention fiom western thinkers compared to the 

master discourses of Agent, Scene and Act, beginning, as Burke observes, with Aristotle's slighting of the 

manual in favour of the intellectual in the Rheroric (Grammar 276). 

The virtual absence of such concern on CBC, given that the means of survival is a real 

concern for thousands of resource industry workers in this province, is significant. On the other 

h i d ,  the CBC account d m  express concern about balance and negotiation *&oughout the entire 

account implicitly and explicitly. Implicitly by presenting numerous speakers representing a 

variety of perspectives on the issue; and explicitly in its coverage of CORE. 

The overt emphasis on balance and associated concepts of consensus and negotiation 

corresponds to Burke's category of Purpose, where speakers use discursive strategies to relate their 

aims to metaphysical abstractions such as unity with some higher universal purpose. Burke equates 

the motive of purpose with mysticism, but he gives mysticism a specific characterisation as the 

search for connection or ~0~ec ted~eSS:  "Often the element of unity per se is treated as the essence 

of mysticism. We should contend however that not mere unity, but unity of the individual with 

some cosmic or universal purpose is the mark of mysticism" (Grammar 288. Emphasis added). 

These observations about content differences could be made by any casual viewer of 

either account. However, indexing and clustering the key terms shows that they are not merely 

"intuitive" or "common sense." These respective foci are actually present in each account and 

reveal what is imporbnt to each "speaker" about these events. Burke's categories offer a relatively 

~flizimtk way sf c'mssifjing he two b i a m  sets of motives represented here. 



f.3 Processes 

1.3.1 Introduction 
While the newscast determines which participants or entities will be construed in the field, it 

cannot control tht- processes to the same extent. Reporters can ensure that interview subjects stay "on topic" 

by asking focused questions, but they cannot determine what those individuals will say about the topic. Yet 

in their construal of processes, newscasts do actively define fields. This is accomplished during the editing 

process, when the anchor andtor reporter frames the story by giving background information which 

sometimes supports the words of the interview subjects, but sometimes over-rides, contradicts, or ignores 

what the interview subjects say about the topic. 

Traditional grammars offered one basic definition to describe processes: they involved an Actor, 

an Action, and a Goal. However, while there is a large class of processes which do involve these traditional 

participant roles there are even more which do not. Processes need have neither actors nor goals, and the 

traditional grammar cannot account satisfactorily for these types. Thus, following fiorn work done by 

Halliday on transitivity and thematisation, and Fillmore's seminal paper "The Case for Case" (1 %8), 

systemic linguists have built a model which distinguishes process types and participant roles. I have 

reproduced the table of six basic process types as offered by Halliday in Introduction to Functional 

Grammar (Chapter 5).  

Figure 7:2 Process Types: Definition 

action 



In the second edition of Introduction to Functional Grammar, Halliday represents these processes 

on a wheel, graphically demonstrating as continuous rather than linear, the relationships among them (J.R. 

Martin, personal communication December 6,1995). But I am concerned not so much with the fineness of 

the grammatical distinctions, as with the role processes play in construing reality within larger discursive 

practices, and this simpler classification system is adequate for my purposes. Of these six categories of 

process three are central in Halfiday's system: material, mental, and relational. In my data, a fourth 

category-verbal processes-is also significant. The other two-behavioral and existential--hover between the 

borders of the major categories, and are frequently indistinguishable from them. 

In this section, focus is on the kinds of contests or relationships the participants are involved in, 

rather than on the contess themselves. The different types of Processes are defined using examples from my 

data as illustrations. These definitions do not yield rhetorically significant information in the same way that 

the analysis of Participants did, although the outlines of conflicting views do begin to emerge. In the next 

chapter however, the types of verbs defmed here do become significant in establishing tone or Tenor, and 

they will be discussed more fdly there. 

In this analysis processes are distkyished into those construed by the newscast (Levels 1&2), and 

those construed by the interview subjects (Lmel3). Because I am interested in the structure of the newscast 

proper, in what types of processes each account uses to create and control its particular field, my analysis 

here focuses on Levels 1 and 2. TabIe 3 in the Appendices shows the complete classification of all verb 

phrases, both fmite and non-finite, as process types. Once again, as in my analysis of Participants, I have 

included the semantic aspects of the process in the analysis. And it should be noted that although these 

categories refer to structural f e e s  of the verb, their designation is not definitive, but also subject to some 

interpretation, as I have indicated in the discussion below. 

The table below shows the comKmed distribution of all processes for Levels I and 2 (the first 

number represents proportional d1str i ion in per cent, the second in actual numbers): 



1.3.2 Material Processes 

Material processes are processes of doing (Functional Grammar 102-106). They conform to the 

traditional definition of processes in that they have an agent and an action, and optionatly an object or goal. 

They can express either the notion that some entity 'does' something (which may be done 'to' some other 

entity), as in The decisionprutects some logging (B.1,32) or the notion that the entity is one which is 

brought into being by the process, as in butfirst the industry has to build roaris info the area (A.  1 ,  142). 

Aside from this simple form Acfor/A&nf/Gu&, Halliday identifies three characteristics of material 

process: they can refer to concrete or abstract processes, they can take the passive voice, and they can be 

expressed as agentless passives. 

ConeretdAbstfaet: Most of &e processes represented here are concrete such its: TIte decifion protects 

some logging (B. 1,32), but they are mostly posited as future actions: the government will protect 1/3 of 

the forest (A. 1,47) which verge on the abstract (and may be classified under behavioral rather than 

strictiy material processes). 

Aetive/Passive: An important feature of material processes is that representation of the participant 

roles may be in either the active or passive voice. fn English, the important infomation in the C ~ U S  

comes after the verb, and the passive voice dlows speakers to shift information which would usually be 

before t6e verb (in the subject position), to ttte end of the clause where it will be given more weight. 

TBW 6utJrst the iiKhuby h to hWr& iruo &he area (A. 1, f 42) could k made passive as 

ibiiows: %ut fb t ,  ma& &to fife area b e  to be 'auiit by the indusnydusny" Ti shi4 iiwn d v e  to passive 

would shift the focrrs of the c k  fiom ints tfre area" to "the industry.* Since the reportct is 

aEhrai~con~erned~~act iv i ty inthecrz lyoquotSoMd;ma,hehaFctwsena 



cmstmction which refreas titat focus. Not a11 process types have the ability to shift voice this way. In 

mm4d p e s s s ,  t s d d  m m  Fuiiy M o w ,  Ifit -Qlinker md the tiring thought do noi exchange places 

so easily. In relational processes, also described below, some participant roles are interchangeable, but 

relational processes are not ones of doing, they are ones of being--they represent appositions or 

definitions, not actions. The abiiity to shifi voice is one characteristic by which material processes can 

be recognised. 

iii) Agentless passives: The passive voice offen speakers yet another linguistic resource: the optional 

deieiion of the Actor, as in p h  were being made to defi the government 3 decision (A. 1 180)' rather 

than the simple passive "plans were being made by environmentalists" or even the active 

""environmentalists were making plans." Some critical linguists ( e g  Fowler, Kress and Hodge) have 

produced interesting analyses of the ideological implications of this shifi. However, my data suggests 

that these features also have a bearing on information structure, and therefore the implications of this 

construction will be considered more fully in Ghapter 3 in the discussion of Thematisation. 

Because news stories are aboa agents and actions, most of the processes in both these accounts are 

material. with approximabeIy the fame distribution in each account (CBC 49% BCTY 48%)- By exploiting 

tRe ability of material processes to convey abstraction, speakers are able to construe both experiential and 

ideat id  meanings as active happenings. Here, it kips create the impression that "the news" really is New, 

a pmeess which is happening now, altmkwgh p m d o x i d b  both accounts are about events which have 

happened, or are anticipated to happek-the government's decision was announced yesterday, the 

mmxpxws will become apparent in the fbme. 



as "menta1." For exampte, I have designated as material the follo*iving propositions: The decision proreds 

some logging jB. i ,  32j, and r k  gmernmem wiiiprorect i B  ofthe@est (A.  f .4S). A "decision" dws not 

really "prutect" anything in the material sense, but it signifies an intent to act protectively on it given 

occasion. In the second exampte, the government intends to act protectively at some time in the future. 

Whether these intended actions are behavioural or material processes is ditficult to discem--is protection a 

behaviour, or is it an event? 

At the other end, the distinction between behavioural and mental processes is also blurred: 

Environmenta/ists wanted to proreef the remainingfoest (A. I ,  44) signifies intent to act protectively, but it 

is expressed as a desire--"wanted"- attributed to an qent-"environmentalists.* Again, is desire a 

behaviour or a mentaYemotional condition? Since such examples constitute a relatively small portion of my 

data, I have assigned them to whichever cateo30ry seemed closest-material or mental. 

1.3.4 Mental Processes 

In a clause of mental process, according to Hafliday (Functional Grammar 106-1 12): 

Î ) One participant is dways cognkmq and functions as a feeler, thinker, or perceiver, The participant 

may be human, or may be endowed with sentience for the puqxs\--s of a particular grammatical 

environment. 

i The second participant role, that which is felt thought or perceived, mag. be a thing as in material 

processes, but it may also be a "fact" Nouns in mental processes are not interchangeable participants 

in the same way they are in material processes. In the clause E n v i r o n ~ l i s t s  wanted to pralecr rhe 

remaining forat (A.1,44), the process of wanting requires sentience. The relationship is not rendered 

by The iemaini forest wanted to be # by e f l ~ h ~ f i e d i s t s . "  

iio tk =& b T&&@s &j &&te f tie &j iJiz m e  my d~ h ii&&iif 

--, r= spedms szm p&d pads! caagn-5 k -+ a rnw= the re!~?km&+ipx 

E n v i r o ~ a f i s t s  wanted to p'oliert he remnintirgfwest (A. 1,49 can becorrte "Ttte forest requird 

~ e e t i r r n ~ e n ~ n w h e r e u r a n t e d t o d r e q u i r e d a r r : ~ ~ g q u i v a l c t l t ~ ~ f  

~aphewrnemraeitfier16.omtfiepaspeaiveof~~e,~hfromthr:pcrsptdjveofthie 



fact or p h m m n  @thou& even "required" needs some further modification explaining who the 

f m  required proteaion from7 since "require" could otherwise also imply desire on the part of the 

fofessj. As a "repfesentzritie anecdote" for this cafegoq* Halliday cites the distinction between like 

a d  p k ,  as in /like it, d u?d~rpImes me, where like is the "active," and please the "passive" form. 

iv) Material processes can be probed by asking "What did the Actor do?" but in mental relationships, 

the p a s s e s  construed cannot be replaced by "do." We can have: 

'What did they do?" "The). protected the forest," 

brd not 

**Whar did tirey do?" "They wanied to protect the fortsu* 



states of others, and function as indicators of the speaker's attitude toward the subject. The CBC contains 

m r e  .-a! processes Lkan. BCW (!4% compared to 6%). These aspects wit t be consideied further in 

Chapters 2 and 3 respectively. 

1.3.5 Verbal Processes 

These are words or phrases noting the process of speaking (Functional Grammar 139.30): Vicky 

Husbandsays (A.1,49), The head of the fWA in Canada says (B .  1, 148), but these can also be rhetorical 

constructions: p p l e  in the forest i n r i m t ~  are complaining (B. 1,7), and Premier Hnrcowt defends the 

decision (A.1,22). Again as with behavioural processes, the line between mental and verbal becomes 

blurred in some constructions, as in the following: Others wonder ifthere 's any point in participating in the 

COREprocess (A.l, 5). While this is an attribution offered by the anchor, it is corroborated later in the 

stor): by Paul George of the Western Canada Wilderness Committee, and thus I have classified it as a verbal 

process-the environmentalists wonder out loud to reporters. 

Like mental processes, verbal processes represent projection on the part of the speaker, having to 

do with utterances attributed to third parties, rather than internal states. In my data, verbal processes tend to 

be dative j neutral (e.g. says, repo- announced erc.), and do not convey as much information about 

the speaker's attitude toward the subject as do mental processes. On the other hand, verbal projection is one 

of& strategies used by newscasts to maintain continuity: reporters often introduce a Level 3 interview 

sub+- with a brief summary. Because they contribute to cohesion, they will be discussed further in 3.3.3. 

The CBC contains more verb1 processes &an BCTV (17% compared to 10%). 

Relational processes are those of being (F~u#:rioml Grammar 1 12-128). Their central meaning is 

Phat d g  is. This is a farge and complex category of processes. They can tie identified by the structure 

BE + N m  AB- or Adircrb. Haflidsy divides relational processes into aibutive and 

kk&j&g modesmOdeS In the attributive d, an at t rk te is i s n i  to some entity; in the identifling, one 

e&y is d to identify ztnc&m- Mentifyiog relahis revmibieofie of tlrefkstplaces MacMiIIan 



Bfoedef will attempt to fog is the Cfayuquot Valley (A. 1 ,  1 5 1 -52), attributive ones are not--the decision . . . 

is asinine (A. i , f 8j. Within each of these modes, t'hree types can be distinguished: intensive, circumstantial, 

and possessive. Because the delicacy engendered by the distinction between identifying and attributive 

relations does not have an immediate bearing on this consideration of field, the features of the three types 

are surnmarised below, although they are not classified thus in the Appendices: 

i) Intensive relations (x  is a): This type of relationship is used in definitions, and identification: Clayoquot 

Sound is as  area on the west coast of Vancouver Island (B.1,34-35), and Core stands for Commission 

on Resources and the Environment (A. I ,  7) .  In the tables, some intensive relations carry the 

complement as part of the process: the decision. . . is asinine (A.3.4, 18), and it seems unlikely (B.3.4, 

80). 
ii) Possessive relations (x has a): Brian Coxburn has more (B. 1,91). 

iii) Circumstantial relations (x is at a )(Functional Grammar 1 19-2 1): Generally, circumstances are 

appended by prepositions or prepositional phrases. Halliday includes these in his discussion of 

processes, but he also devotes a separate category to them. Here he divides them into two types: pre- or 

post-modifiers of nouns; and quasi-processes. For example, CORE stands for Commission on 

Resources and the Environment (A. 1,7) contains both types of circumstance: stands for is an example 

of a quasi-process which contains the preposition as an integral part of the process-it serves to locate 

the process rather than the participant; and on Resources and the Environment post-modifies the noun 

Commission. In most cases in my analysis, when prepositions are part of a verb phrase, they are 

classified as the Process type represented by the main verb; when they are part of a noun phrase, they 

are included in the analysis of Participants. This leaves a rather small category of "true" circumstances, 

which will be discussed in 1.4 below. 

The CBC account contains significantly fewer relational processes-20% compared to BCTV7s 

36%. Generally, relational processes act to define and identify entities. Relational processes feature 

prominently in the most culturaity privileged diiourses, among them scientific, bureaucratic, and legal 

dbames- In a sense, ail processes are relational, in tbat they relate experience or ideas in language. 

Nonethe& EngiiSh Has developed rich and varied moumx for representing p r o c e s  and the speaker's 



choice is a significant feature in construal-material processes have different rhetorical significance than do 

mental or verbal ones. And specifically relational processes again have unique md significant f a t e s .  

1.3.7 Existential Processes 
This category contains the lexical item there is (Functional Grammar 130-3 1). This is an empty 

placeholder used by speakers when they wish to shift the subject to a more emphatic position is the 

sentence, which is done in English by placing it after the verb. Thus we get There is evenflackjlying#om 

the United States (B. 1, lo), which serves to emphasiseflack in the context of "criticism from every 

direction." This feature will be discussed more thoroughly when I analyse Mode, since it has to do with 

displaced Themes. 

1.3.8 Discussion 

The CBC has slightly more processes generally (87 compared to 8 I), both accounts 

contain more Material processes than other types (49% and 48%), the CBC has more Mental 

processes than BCTV (14% compared to 6%), and more verbal processes as well (1 7%- 10%). 

BCTV has more Relational processes than the CBC (35%-20%). Process types reveal some genre- 

specific similarities--Material processes predominate in both accounts, possibly because of the 

generic convention that newscasts are about immediate, concrete events. There are significant 

differences in the distribution of Relational processes which defme from the speaker's point of 

view, and in Mental and Verbal processes in which the internal states of third parties, or utterances 

attriiuted to them, are featured. These will be discussed in the following chapters. While Processes 

can be classified, and while some inferences can be made about typical or generic Process type 

distn'bution, the extent to which dKse accounts represent typical distribution of types cannot be 

kwwn without a larger sample. 

Circumstances consist of adverbs, prepositions, and prepositional phrases (Functional Grammar 

f 37-44). Traditionally the category ofprepositional phrase is a large one. But as discussed in 1.3.6 above, 



most circumstances are linked to noun or verb phrases in my data, and thus they are classified either as 

Pariiciptts or Processes. AS a izjufi, 'Jie sqaiate caiegory of C i r c i i m c e ,  which forms the third 

component of Field, is very restricted. The CBC has f 6, BCTV 23. Circumstantial information is used in 

these accounts to designate relations in space: In Clayoquot (B.4, 1 18); in time: on Tuesday (B.4,3 1 ) ;  but 

also logical relations such as ownership: yesterday's decision by the NDP government (A.4,2). 

Sentence-initial Circumstances are used in both accounts as an emphatic way of shifting topic by 

shifting the focus of the utterance, and as such contribute to the structure. This will be examined further in 

Chapter 3. 

BCTV also uses Circumstantial information as a way of modifying main clauses. This produces a 

compact delivery, although it also presents less information than can be included in an embedded relative 

clause. For example, the clause 45% of the area will stay with its current status for conventional logging as 

a working forest (B. 1,4 1) contains two prepositional phrases-jior conventional logging, and as a working 

forest (with is treated as part of the verb stay), which offer rapid, abbreviated background information. The 

CBC on the other hand prefers to use embedded clauses, which enables the inclusion of more detailed 

information: the decision to nint 3 3  of the Ciayuquot Sound rainforest into this is asinine (A. 1 ,  17). 

Here, the relative pronoun "whichn is elided, and to is part of the infinitive turn. 

However, while these different preferences are interesting, the results of the comparative analysis 

were inconclusive, and are not presented here. A wider sample would be needed to determine what if any 

bearing they have on information structures. 

In this analysis, Participant categories have featured larger than Process types. Although in 

tfiemseives, the Participants in each account do not present evidence of overt ideological bias, comparing 

the two sets of terms rev& different emphases, which lead to different effects. On BCTV jobs and money 

ftature prominently, while on CB(3 terms for balance and negotiation are evident. While these biases might 

be evident to a casuai viewer, the collection and  clusteri in^ of these key terms reveals that they are not 

merely intuitive observations, but that they do have some empirical basis which gives some indication about 



the different ways powerhowledge is constructed in each. The emerging biases can be summarised as 

pragmatic Agency on BCTv', and ̂ mysticn Purpose on CBC. 

These differences might be accounted for by the different mandates of each station. As the national 

public broadcaster, the CBC is required by law to act as an agent of national unity, which means providing 

balanced accounts of the positions of different interest groups. Balance is part of the operating environment 

they work in, and implicitly, a concern they attribute to their audience as well. And this concern with 

balance could be quite easily transferred into the focus on equitable use of natural resources which is 

present in this account. 

BCTV on the other hand is privately owned and required to make a profit. The focus on jobs and 

money in this account represents an implicit assumption that their audience shares these concerns. These 

pragmatic concerns in turn are derived fiom the traditional view which sees old-growth forest primarily as 

an instrument for ensuring economic survival, a view which has been widely held in industrial societies until 

quite recently, and which is only slowly and with difficulty being challenged, as the very events which 

prompted this story attest. 

Aithough I believe these respective biases will remain consistent over time, further research is 

required to determine if the results are part of an overall pattern on each of these stations, part of a larger 

pattern of differences between public and private broadcasters, or simply specific to these accounts. 

While process types do not yield a great deal of rhetorically significant information here, some 

similarities can be observed, which may be characteristic of the genre: because newscasts purport to be 

about current happenings, the majority of processes in both accounts are Material. Again, a larger sample 

would be required to determine if this usage is typical, or peculiar to these accounts. 

There are significant differma in the distribution of some process types as welt, which indicate 

ihe + i ~ ' r I b s  of ideologicid distinctions. BtXV uses more Relationai processes, which define participanb by 

-fiafik' w &t.h~03. Swh ~ f i ~ ~  e E d  &mi die mp%tiv& of&e sp€dCef, hjdicw' or 

explicitly. The CBC uses more Me& and Verbat processes, which defme &om internal perspectives, Or 

rqm speech of third pmies. The significance of this distribution wifi be more a p p m t  in the foilowing 

chapter, in the analysis of Mood 



Chapter Two: TENOR 
T k  tenor of a discourse refers n who is taking par?, to the nature ofthe pmfic!'p~?n!s, 
their statuses and rotex whai kin& of role relationship obtain among the participants, 
including permanent and temporary relationships of one kind or another, both the types 
of speech role that they are taking on in the dialogue and the whole cluster of socially 
significant relalionships in which they are involved? (Language, context and t a t  12). 

2.1 introduction 
Utterances are addressed by speakers to hearers in the world beyond the text. As Bakhtin's 

comments about genre imply, every utterance contains an "I" and a "you," whether these are explicit or not. 

But these are not just any speakers, nor Just any hearers. Rather, they are aspects of the utterance itself 

which reflect speakers' assessments of their relationship with their hearers, both temporary and permanent 

as Hailiday suggests, and which are realised in syntax: does the speaker question, order, instruct, or entreat 

the hearer? is the relationship authoritative or deferential? Halliday calls this interpersonal aspect of 

language the Tenor. 

This concept corresponds closely to the sixth term Burke proposed to add to his Pentad: "attitude." 

He proposed this relatively late in his career however, and thus did not fully develop it as a separate 

category. He discusses it in A Grammar ofMotives in his deftnition of Act, where, following G. H. Mead, 

he suggests that Wie sense of "self' is developed as the individual learns to foresee the kinds of resistance 

which external things will put forward if he acts in certain ways. . . . A social relation is established between 

the individual and external things or other people, since the individual learns to anticipate their attitudes 

toward him. He thus, to a degree, becomes aware of himself in terms of them (or generally, in terms of the 

"other"). . . This complexity of social attitudes comj&ies the 'self" (Grammar, 237). 

But this complex self is only partially present in any given utterance. Not just anyone can speak in 

a newscast, and even among those authorised to speak on behalf of the newscast, not just anything can be 

said: "Legitimate competence is the statutorily recognized capacity of an authorized person-an 'authority'-- 

to use, on formal occasions, the legitimate (i-e. formal) language, the authorize4 authoritative hnguage, 

speech that is accredited, worthy of being believed, or, in a word, perfonnative" (Bourdieu 70, emphasis 

added). Despite their similar subject positions-mostiy middle-class, mostly white, mostly male-there are 

di-es is tbe way "legitimate cwnp&wen is exercised by each of these "speakers." A certain tone 



must be established by the reporter, typical of both the genre and the individual newscast This chapter will 

examine those differences and consider the implications for the construction of knowledge!power in each 

newscast. 

Halliday sees the interpersonal elements being realised LII the clause as the Mood system, which 

consists of the (grammatical) subject and the finite element of the verb. To this I have added an analysis of 

tense, since it is here that evidence of the way the speakers position themselves with regard to both the 

hearer and the topic can be found. 

In "Genre and Literacy," Martin suggests that subtle forms of appraisal may be discerned in the 

way speakers more or less consciously use grammatical metaphor (the complex process whereby verbs 

become nominalised and vice versa) (153-56). However, as Martin's analysis in "Life as a Noun" shows, 

grammaticat metaphor serves to condense and nominalise complex processes--hence the subtitle of his 

article: "Arresting the Universe in the Sciences and Humanities." And at the outset, I had expected that pre- 

and post-modifying aspects of the noun phrase might play a large role in establishing the tenor within 

newscasts, but for the most part the information carried in these positions was rhetorically neutral. I 

conclude thaf this is because although newscasts do use grammatical metaphor, the purpose of news is to 

clarir;/ and s-mplify, not to complexify, and grammatical metaphor is not as important to the tenor of news 

as are other syntactic features. 

Thus, where Chapter 1 focused on clause content as realised by noun phrases, Chapter 2 will look 

at clause tenor through the lens of verb phrases, specifically through mood and tense. 

Table 5 in the Appendices contains the analysis of all finite clauses in my data for Mood and tense. 

Again, while Level 3 utterances can be analysed for evidence of the relationship between various interview 

subjects and reporters, space does not permit the presentation of those data here. In any case, as noted 

previously the comments of interviewees can easily be over-ridden or discounted later during the editing 

pmass, it is these &amkg processes which give form to the genre, and which constitute the focus of this 

maiysisis 



2.2 Mood 

2.2.1 Introduction 
Mood relates propositions to a context-it is what enables us to talk to others about our experiences 

and ideas, past and present. Clauses are organised as messages passed from a speaker/writer to a 

hearerheader. The speaker adopts a particular speech role, which determines the Mood of their utterance, 

and in so doing, automatically assigns a complementary speech role to the hearc- For example, "in asking a 

question, a speaker is taking on the role of seeker of information and requiring the listener to take on the 

role of supplier of the information demanded" (Functional Grammar 68). The two fundamental types of 

speech role are givingloffering, and demanding, these roles are further divided for greater specificity: 

OFFER, COMMAND, STATEMENT, and QUESTION (Functional Grammar 68). The language of 

English grammatoIogy obscures ik but these are dynamic and therefore complex speech acts. In offering, 

the speaker is inviting the listener to receive; in demanding, the speaker is inviting the hearer to give. Offers 

and questions seek the point of view of the hearer, commands and statements reflect the point of view of the 

speaker. As Bakhtin suggests in "The Problem of Speech Genres" the role of listener requires active 

participation in a language relationship, willy-nilly (67-78). Based on the analysis of mood, these 

relationships can be empirically established. 

The commodities exchanged through speech acts can be of a concrete physical nature-4.e. goods 

and services-or they can be information. Goods and services can be offered--= in wouldyou like more 

injarmation? (in this case it is the offer to give more information, not the information which would 

subsequently be provided which is at issue), or they can be commanded--for example Look for more of this 

in CIayoquot (B.l, 132) commands the attention of the hearer. Likewise, information can be offered in the 

form of a statement-CIayquor Sound is an area on the west coast of Y a m m e r  Island (B.  1,34), or it can 

be requested in the form of a question- What d m  that mean? (B. 1,88). The hearer can accept the offer, 

cmy ;)i3t tlxe c-"I& acwI&e i&i siatemers', and atlswer the question. As Hailiday says, only the last 

~ f t k w  q u k  a ue.h! r e s p ~ t ,  t!x &ers cm be e i h r  rerba! er son-vema!. But in making any 

response, the listener in turn assumes the role of "speaker." 



There is rhetorical significance when a speaker chooses among these functions. Commands and 

offers construe hearers differently. They make presuppositions about the relative ability of the speaker to 

get the listener to do something, about their respective power in the world. Statements and questions have 

different effects as well. Statements give information fiom the speaker's point of view, which can but need 

not be indicated by the words "I think" or "in my opinion." Thus declarative statements make assertions 

about the nature of reality, or claims about truth, which they invite, or expect, or anticipate the listener to 

agree with. Open ended "wh" questions seek information about the listener's point of view. Such questions 

construct listeners differently than questions requiring a yeslno response which restrict the 

hearer/respondent to a f f i i n g  or denying the speaker's proposition. 

The presence ofthe Mood element is determined by the structure Subject plus Finite, The Subject 

is that which can be argued about. The Finite element of the verb realises the proposition as concrete rather 

than posited in the r e a h  of the possible or probable. Finite processes are marked for either modality and 

temporality. That is, the proposition can be related to the context in two ways: by including the judgment of 

the speaker-modality; or by reference to the time of speaking--the tense system. In English, the order in 

which these elements appear determines whether the Mood is offer, statement, command or question. 

When looking at the Mood structure, Halliday is interested in the way dialogue develops as a series 

of exchanges in which speakers take turns addressing a proposition. He looks for the development of 

SubjectEinite relationship as each speaker successively incorporates it into their utterance. But newscasts 

are constructed as a one-way series of propositions about reality which the viewer can accept or not: viewer 

response will not affect the already determined text of the news. 

Not surprisingly, because newscasts are not interactive utterances, the sample data contain no 

examples of offers, which are ofken phrased in the form of a question "would you like more infirmation?", 

and which might more typically be found in conversations or interviews. Thus the following discussion only 

considers commands, questions, and statements. And of these, declarative statements form by far the largest 

category, and will be considered at greatest length. Column 6 in Table 5 shows the analysis of Mood, but 

because the majority of clauses are declarative, only non-declaratives are indicated. Below is the 

distniution of Mood for each account 



Figure 2: I Mood: Distribution 

Station Imperative I Interrogative / Declarative I Total 
CBC I 0 1 0 1 71 1 7 1 

2.2.2 Imperatives 

The CBC data has no examples of imperatives, BCTV has 1 : 

Figure 2:2 Mood: Imperative 

Subject and the Actor are usually the same, but may frequently be unstated, and there may not be a finite 

(From B. 1,132) 

either. But for any clause there is one choice of Subject that is &'unmarked"-that is the subject will be 

r 

132 

supplied by the listener in the absence of evidence to the contrary. In a giving clause (offer or statement) the 

unmarked, implicit Subject is "I"; while in a demanding clause (question or command), the unmarked, 

The (default) subject of a command is the person being addressed (Functional Grammar, 76). The 

[You] 
- 

Subject 

implicit Subject is 'youY. Thus, even when a clause occurs without a subject, the listener will understand the 

Subject by depending on the interpretation of other mood elements: look for more of this in Clayoquot will 

look 

Finite 

be interpreted as a command to the listener to pay attention: "YOU look for more of this". This command 

represents a direct address to the audience, acknowledging its presence in a way that the CBC does not do. 

The word "this" makes anaphoric reference to the definition "heli-logging" supplied in the next clause, and 

deictic reference (reference to the immediate context) to the film clip shown on the screen as the reporter 

speaks-an industry supplied description of the advantages of heli-logging. The use of the imperative here 

assumes a high level of shared context between speaker and hearer. 

for more of this in 
Clayoquot 
Adjunct 

2.2.3 Interrogatives 

There are two types of interrogatives-questions which can be answered yes or no-polarised 

deciaratives-or the so-called WH questions-who, what, when where why and how. There are no examples 

of polwised interrogatives in the sample data, and only one of the WH type. Again, CBC has none, BCTV 



uses only I, shown below. However, because it is a rhetorical question. it too asstimes a high level of shared 

context between speaker and hearer- 

Figure 2:3 Mood: lnfeffogative 

(From B. I, 88) 
88 1 what 1 does 1 &at 1 mean? 

1 complement/WH- / Finite I Subject 1 Predicator I 
The Wh element specifies "the entity that the questioner wishes to have supplied (Fztncrional 

Grammar 83). In this example, the speaker wishes to know about something expressed in the verb--in this 

case what the decision "means." SignificantIy it is a question about the future, which will be considered 

fiirther in the discussion of tense, The question construes this concern as of close interest to the listeners, 

asking the question on their behalf, and subsequently responding to it. Like the imperative, it represents a 

direct acknowledgment of the audience. 

2.3.4 Declarative Clauses 
Declaratives are rea l id  by the word order Subject before Finite: 

F w e  2:4 Mood: Declarative 

The subject need not be an Actor, but is aiways that on which the validity of the information is 

made to rest. (The choice of a particutat item as Subject has to do with Themirtisation which will be 

discussed in Chapter 3). 

Like other classes within the Mood system, with dK exception of WHqwions, dslaratives 

inc;orpoiate polarity: propositions are either positive or negative-that is, either true or false. Polarised 

declarative wements make fiat assertions about the world: Ciayoquot Sowtd 13 an area on [he west coost 

of V L D K : ~ ~ ~  IsImtci: comprising 35Qa00 hectares of spec:taClljrn I d  andsea scap (B. 1,3438) is an 

assertion about reality which the speaker does not believe will be questioned. It is assumed as given that 

althonghwearenot~withits~on,we~dKname~Ciayoquot"whichistbeabori~nam~ 

(From B. I, 34-3 8) * 
Clayoquot Sound 
Subject 

is 
Finite 

an area on the west coast of Vancouver Island 
Residue 



for the region, that we accept that the area so named fits into the geographical taxonomy of "Sounds," that 

we are famifix with -'Vancouver fshd," and that it is primarily valuable (to this speaker at this moment) 

for ia scenic features* liltimaret)., it is assumed that u.e accept this speaker's authority to offer this 

definition, and that it is accurate. The proposition is presented as the objective truth, existing outside of the 

speaker or any other human agents for that matter. 

Because Newxam pnrprt to represent facts about reality, not surprisingly both accounts are 

heavily marked by a preference for the declarative mood fin the sample data, for the CBC 7 1 of 7 1 finite 

clauses are declarative sta:emmts, for BCTV 59 our of 61). Thus a more elaborated examination ofthe 

properties of such statements is needed to discern the distinguishing characteristics ofeach newscast as it 

relates to its audience. Conseqmrly, in the following discussion, I have examined Process types (first 

Material, Mental, and Relational processes in declarative statements, and how do they differ between 

accounrs? Because modafisation is also pgn of the mood system, I have then analysed them for modality, or 

evidence of truth claims-are the k M v e  claims qualified or baldly asserted? 

Material processes cOiEStNe mions. They pretfominate in both accounts, and the "reality" they 

eOlfSfNT In each account differs significantty. Below are some selected examples which iliustmte different 



Tables A.3.1 and B.3.1 in the Appendices contain the complete list of Material processes. The two 

tenns above featured frequently in both accounts. These tables do not constitute a comprehensive analysis 

of the way loginl ar protection are construed in the data-for example. there are some terms not included 

here which refer obliquely to logging precesses, such as BCTV's description of a new logging method 

being proposed by a local businessman which features a technical. discussion about logging equipment (B. I .  

147- 164). 

In the above examples, it is significant that in the CBC account, logging IS represented as an act of 

violence-valleys have been scarred hillsides sfripped by clear-cut logging Most of the references to 

promion refer to environmental protection, with the exception of 63, On BCTV, logging is represented as 

an ecmmaic activity The me ~ e s s i v e :  =boa-t that some cons-kk rm math logging will be 

allowed is made in the introduction, and not developed fitrther elsewhere in ik n e w s t .  Mostly it is 

cm~idered in terms of lost income engendered by cessation or diminishment Among the refezence to 

pramZion, there is one acknowledgmerrt &at an irrepi~~~:oble ecosystem wiif be desIroyed, but it is 

anritarterf to Robert Kennedy Jr., rn anwtsidpr, a foreigner, and possibly a flake, and not referred to again. 

The ciause complex the decision profec~r some Iczgging andprofec~s some wiItkrness a d  allnu~ 

negQtkfion bemeen rk two, js part of a set ofthree such parallel s t r u m  contained in the account. '1 hese 

amsfmctiom imply an squal d&&dm of land uses thiougb their repetitive form, even as &is is explicitly 

- @2=m&ad by tfrp SgeEifiCs I?f&e&Ki k!!f, 

ThekP is one ancrmalouE example of a hemicdly significant material process* not inciuded in the 

saaagkabotfe~whichisfeaaPedmibe:BCTVaceouat.astheopeningstatementofrtreentirenewscast. ft  

gxnodks the collecdw entity of& povinc'd govanmtmt, embanled and roiiEing ir on the chin$ m just 



&NC mety direction (B, 1, 1-21. This d m  compelling and memorable the central participant in the 

fotfowing sor)., sirnuhaneousb cfmracterising its decision as questionable and possibly unstable-i-e. open 

to defeae. The significance o f  this ~i~tapkrical representation will be taken up again in Chapter 3. 

2J Menbl sad Verbal Yr- 

Statements about mmfd processes reflect speakers' assessments about the inner state either of  

fkmsetva, the fktener, or third parties. In my data, all mental processes assess the inner states of third 

parties. Eeiw are the cornpie lists of m t a i  processes used in Levels 1 and 2 (they can also be found in 

Tabie 3.5 in tire Appendicesj 



are toM it "appears" goventment officials arefeeling comfortable, in contrast to the extreme discomfort 

they felt a few weeks ago--tfiis coufd imply arrogance or indifference in the face of the lack of universal 

pupulariry mentioned by the reporter (TZE CIqoguot decision may not be popular with everyone. B.1,73). 

in this account, sympathy iies with business interests tather than environmental ones. We know 

that a small-business person on B C W  nee& more government assistance in order to function under the 

new forestry regulations (1571, whereas the CBC had a small-business person in tourism reeling (CBC. 

165) &om the decision (she seems to think it is bad, and volunteers the information that she is willing to 

throw herself in fiont of logging machinery if need be, in order to stop the logging). 

fn the CBC acmrrrrt, &e attributions made by reporters, although there are more of them, are 

usualiy supported by the subsequent story, while the BCTV ones are not always. On the CBC, 

environmentalists are reconsidering their participation in CORE, followed by an interview with an 

environmentalist who does say he believes many groups won't continue to participate in CORE (A. 1, 86-7), 

we are told that we hate seen envuonmental&s are appalled (A.  1,98), and indeed the preceding segment 

does have interviews with environmentalists who describe the decision as stupid (A. 1, 13) and not a 

balanced decision (A. 1,3 1). 

In the BCTV account, only one atrribution-the attribution of neediness (1 57)-is supported by an 

interviewee. Significantly, it is smaii businessman Paul Alton who needs government heIp to launch his 

alternative logging method (B.1, 157). GeneraIly, in its use of mental attributions the BCTV account 

privileges the opinion of the observerireporter, and relies on that for its credibility, rather than on the 

completeness of the analysis. 

These differences in the use of corroborating evidence can be seen in the construal of verbal 

processes also, which report the speech of third parties. The CBC uses these processes to introduce Level 3 

interviewees, BCTV to summarise the words of speakers who usually do not appear in the story. For the 

most part, verbal processes are construed more neutrally than mental ones in my data, and thus they are not 

d i s c 4  here. However, verbal pmxsses and how they are c~rroborated aff'ect the structure of the 

Werance, and will be discussed further in the next chapter. 



3) Relational Processes 

Relational processes are used to define and identify entities. They are a way of "relating" 

the discursive representation to the referent, a way of connecting the utterance with the world. 

Such processes can be used to characterise participants, and thus contain rhetorically significant 

information. Table 3.4 contains the complete list of Relational processes for both accounts. Below 

are some selected examples which contain significant information about speaker attitude: 

Figure 2-8 Declarative: Relational (CBC) 

1 18 1 the decision to turn 2/3 of the is asinine. 
1 j Clayoquot Sound rainforest into j 

I I 

101 1 they [the loggers] I are grateful 
144 f there 1 '11 be a fight I 

I 33 
50 

1 150 f that 1 's just too much [logging] I 
Figure 2:9 Declarative: Relational (BCTV) 

the Clayoquot decision 
one example of where 

On the CBC, these processes again represent the perspective of the environmentalists: they 

was a sellout 
that's absurd is Flores 
Island 

18 

109 

consider the decision asinine and absurd a sell-out to the l o m g  companies, they are reported as believing 

it allows too much logging. The CBC also offers a sympathetic definition of the loggers-we are told that 

The fust organised protest 
against the Clayoquot decision 
The forest industry and future 
logging practices 

loggers are grateful that their jobs will be preserved, followed by loggers who can reasonably be 

was a tame affair 

was the issue 

120 f A liehter foot on the forest 

charactetised as such, although the loggers themselves might not describe their emotions as gratitude. Relief 

is the goal 

or exasperation might be more accurate: hopfilly I still have a job for the next couplayears (A. 1,127-28), 

and Well I guess that it S the best ofboth worlds (A. 1, 122-23), hut also He's been sittin ' on his buttfor 

fm or fwe month, and at least hejhally got a decision (A.l, 1 10- 1 I), and FFhether it 3 good, bbad, or 

indr#ierent remaim to be seen (A. t, 11 1-12]. By themselves, these last two examples do not realgy qualify 

as although it seems this c b z m i W i o n  is intended to be sympathetic, and is not completely 



inaccurate. We don't know how loggers feel in BCTV's world (although it should be noted that BCTV did 

feature extensive interviews with loggers on the previous day's coverage). 

On the BCTV account, the fust organisedprotest was a tame aflair, although we are told that by 

contrast, the warnings are for more serious events to come (B. I ,  2 I). Environmentalists are described as 

a n m  (whereas people in the forest industry are characterised elsewhere by a verbal process as only 

complaining. B. I. 7-8). And we are shown an environmentalist--the only environmentalist in the entire 

account-saying so the war kn 't aver. To save the area (B. 1,28--Level3). This portrayal represents 

environmentalists as the probable aggressors in any future conflict. On the CBC, it is only after MacMillan 

Bioedel buiids a logging road into Clayoquot Sound that there 'll be afight. And even then, 

environmentalists are subsequently featured discussing how to keep radicalfiingepeople out of the 

anticipated protests (A.l, 183-Level 3). Despite the sympathetic nod in the direction of the loggers, it is 

they who respond with hostility to the reporter's query for solutions. They are shown saying, among other 

mildly aggressive comments, that someone shouldpui 'em in jail, . . . or worse (A. 1, 198--Level 3), thus 

designating the loggers as the likely source of conflict in this account. 

The two remaining examples on BCTV are interesting in terms of the way they identify the 

prob1em:fitture logging practices are the issue, and a lighter foot on the forest is the goal. Both of these 

&•’initions are concerned with the decision as it aKxts ongoing logging activity, whereas for 

environmentalists, the issue was whether there would be an outright ban on logging in Clayoquot Sound- 

their preferred choice. 

Relational processes usually situate defmitions as "objective" aspects of the external environment, 

atthough such processes actually describe fiom the perspective of the speaker, implicitly or explicitly. They 

can be used to make pow& claims about "trwh," and &ey can be subject to more or less corroboration 

by evidence. In this account, BCill uses 36% Rehional processes, the CBC 20%. Their significance will 

a h  be coosidered ftnther in terms of the structure of the newscast, in the next chapter. 



Despite the bias of newscasts towards making definite trueffalse assertions, declarative statements 

can also be qualified: they can speak of possibilities and estimates, rather than asserting actualities. 

Propositions can be conditional, claims can be qualified as in A yet-untried method may be another way to 

go (BCTY, 138) where "may be" a c l  as the speaker's assessment of the possibility of this course of action. 

HaIiiday calls this modality. This resource of English is not commonly selected in newscasts: the CBC 

contains 2 examples of modalisation, and 2 quasi-modals. BCTV has 4 mod& and 3 quasi modals. Because 

there are so few of them, all of the examples are presented in the Tables below. Halliday identifies two 

types of modality, one applying to information, and one to goods and services. 

i) Goods and Services 

There are two ways speakers qualifL offers of goods and services-obligation (you must do that) and 

inclination ( I  must win) (Functional Grammar 86-89): only the former appears in the data, it is only 

represented in the CBC account, shown betow: 

Figure 230 Modality: Goods & Services (Ekamples) 

I I t / environment I 

Here, the modalisation applies to a proposition about goods and services offered by Stephen 

Owen, the CORE commissioner, mahing reference to his (ongoing) obligation to fulfill hi mandate. This is 

refatively straightfoward, although in the second example the Modal elements are elliptical, relying on 

cohesive ties to the first. These are the only insta~ces of modalisation in the CBC account. 

6 1 f Modal- Owen 

[he) 63 
Obligation 
Modal- 
Obligation 

is supposed to come up with 

[is supposedjto find 

solutions on how to diwy up 
valuable land, 
a balance between protecting 
jobs and protecting the 



ii) Information 

Offers of information, the second type of modalisation, are qualified in terms of probability (which 

ranges in degree through possibIelprobable/certain), or frequency (which again ranges through 

sometimeslusually/aIways). These degrees are rated as high low or median, and there is rhetorical 

significance in the speaker's choice. Halliday says "even a high value modal ('certainly,' 'always') is less 

determinate than a polar form: that's certaitdy John is less certain than that's John; it alwqvs rains in 

summer is less invariable that it rains in summer."(Functiona/ Grammar 86). This type is only represented 

in the BCTV data, and the sampie contains examples only of the former type, that is assessments of 

probability, rather than of frequency: 

Figure 2: 1 7 Modality: Information (Examples) 

73 ! The Clayoquot decision / may not be ( p3pular with everyone f 
138 / And a yet-untried method 1 may be f another way to go 
151 1 He I would 1 use a big radio-controlled helium 

BCTV modalises claims about information in a variety of less straightforward ways than the CBC. 

These examples are modalised Relational Processes, but unlike the relational processes discussed earlier, 

the modal auxiliary qualifies the assertion, softens it. Three of them (138, I5 1, and 167) represent claims 

about the future, two of them rather dubiously expressed as may be instead of "will be." The fourth example 

is a chim about present conditions, which would be tmt rong  a claim if positively asserted as "the 

Ckyoquot decision is not popular with everyone." But because it reflects speaker assessment of possible 

outcome, it a h  frees the reportw to speculate about the implications of the condition being posited, here it 

is government satisfaction with itself in the face of this diiontent, as expressed in the next clause. 

167 And the ways of getting them out may be 
balloon 
different from the traditional 
logging methods we know 



Figure 2: 12 Modaiify: Quasi.M&ls (BCTV) 

I 1 I today 
80 I and it 1 seems unlikely I there will be any backing down . . . 

This f 30,000 event 

Figure 2: 13 Modality: Quasi-modais (CBC) 

seems to be 

Here the quasi-modals "seems," "appearsn and "seems to be" in the BCTV account could be 

more controversial among 
politicians than the decision itself 

14 1 1 but first the industry 

classified as mental processes, but they reflect the internal state of the speaker, rather than internal processes 

attributed to a third party. As wi& mentai processes, one does not expect to &d speculations about &e 

internal emotional states of reporters in a newscast. Significantly all of these quasi-mod& speculate about 

internal states of government and opposition politicians, and all manage to cast the government in a 

negative light-government profligacy in publicising the decision is more important than the decision itself; 

doubt is cast on the fmess of the decision-maybe they will back down; and despite criticism of the 

decision, the government is feeling comfortable. 

The quasi-modal processes in the CBC account operate more like modals on the obligation 

spectrum in the category of goocts and services, ranging in degree &om "must," expressed as has to, to 

"may*" expressed as gets to. 

that Premier Harcourt and his 
government are feeling comfortable 

but it 

There is one more aspect of modaiisation to consider. h the examples above, modafisation does 

reflect the speaker's asesnmt more explicitly than polarised declaratives, but speakers have the option of 

p r e k i i  kit statements with even rimre direct refme to their assessments, like "I think it is so" versus 

"It b so," ar "It seems so.'' Tfms medals qresmt finely rmanced claims wfiich acknowledge to varying 

~ ~ s p e a k s r r - ' s ~ a b o r d : * ~ i t i 0 1 1 . ~ a r e w , e x a m p 1 e s 0 f d d i r e c t p e r s o n a l  

asscsaneatintkbel I lind2datsr,aWoughtheCIBC:-doescontainanexampfeinLe~eI3(1 

h w - ,  . . thererjan~thrtlj~prmitedtothelsggingco~CBC, 170). 

appears 

148 / the industry stilt gets to log about 75% of the trees I 
has to build roads into the area. 



On the newscast, claims may be qualified, but human agency is not acknowledged-it would be a 

violation of the genre conventions, designed to produce at least the illusion of a "factual" account. 

Newscasts seem to use modal forms as a way of including claims about third parties which could not be 

outri&tly asserted. 

2.3.5 Dwussion 
Emerging differences in positions can be identified through this analysis of Mood. Broadly, despite 

the generic preference for declarative statements, BCTV does use a slightly more varied tone, addressing 

the audience directly through command and question. The CBC maintains an apparently more aloof 

position. 

But there are different ways of making assertions, and they have different effects. Dgspite the more 

formal tone on the CBC, the report is tiom the perspective of third parties. Most claims made on behalf of 

&em are subsequently corroborated in the Level 3 interviews. The account is positively concerned with 

e~1viromentalists, and consems established through negotiation. This focus is reflected in all three process 

m- 
It is a h  c m o l m m d  by & trstnscript. in S q p m t  i of the CBC account the reporter gathers 

responses to the government decision corn two different environmental groups, counter-responses from the 

premier, and synthesizing refportses tiom the Commissioner responsible for ensuring continuing discussions 



modalisation. These different syntactic form of assessment-sympathetically fiom the perspective of third 

parties, and negatively from the perspective of the reporter-result from the different ways of establishing 

legitimate authority in the two newscasts. 

In trying to ascertain and evaluate these embedded claims, it is useful to take the third step Coe 

recommends in a Burkean analysis, by "[noting] oppositions (what vs. what?)" (Coe 3). This has to do again 

with Burke's concept of godtenns, which act as "summarising titles" representing the highest values within 

a set of terms. A godterm is the "moral impulse that motivates perception, giving it both intensity and 

direction, suggesting what fo Iookfw and what to look our for9' (Philosophy 164, cited in "A Better Life 

13"). That is by understanding what is valued, we can form some expectations about what will be vilified. 

On the CBC, a distinguishing aspect of the Field was its focus on negotiation to achieve consensus. 

in this chapter, the Tenor is sympathetic to environmentalists. The opposed terms would therefore be 

intransigence, and anti-environmentalism. Those who refuse to negotiate (on terms approved by the CBC) 

should expect to be portrayed negatively- for example forestry companies are indirectly portrayed as 

potentially violent, as characterised by the agentless passive acts of stripping and scarring. And perhaps 

absence is a form of negative representation as well, in the fact that there is no specific representation of 

b a h s s  interests. There is some concern expressed fw the loggers who will be affected by the decision, 

al&ough their response is of more interest in terms of future conflict. 

On BCTV, the Field focused on jobs, here the Tenor is anti-government. Thus the positive term 

wwld be work, the negative would be anyone who interferes with work. Indirectly, this includes 

emrirONnentalists, but more specifically it appties to the government, portrayed as bumbling idiots who 

can't fight, have a bullying indifference to public discomfort, and a possible weak-kneed tendency to 

~~ down m the f k e  of oppositim 

Declanaive s&tma& aot d y  nuake: asdons about the world, they &ow speakers to refer to the time of 



established by the finite element and a predicator. The finite elzment is always one of the primary or tenses- 

-past present or future at the moment of speaking, time relative to 'now'. So we get simple present 

constructions: 

Figure 2: f 4 Tense: Simple (Definition) 

The function of the predicator is fourfold: it allows speakers to refer to time other than the time of 

Premier Harcourt 

Subject 

the speech event; it allows them to refer to non-existent aspects like seeming trying hoping; it allows them 

to specify the voice-active or passive; and finally, it allows them to specify the process that is predicated of 

defends 

Finite 

the Subject. These functions produce complex tense systems whereby speakers posit past, present, and non- 

the decision to allow continued 
logging in the Clayoquot 
Adjunct 

Mood 

existent worlds relative to their present time of speaking. So we can also get: 

Residue 

Figure 2: 15 Tense: Complex (Definition) 

poised" happens at the time of speaking, but the infinitive "to log" is a process predicated as a future action. 

(Although it is part of the verb phrase, the predicator does not contribute to the Mood, and Haliiday 

includes it in the Residue of the clause. The Residue consists of all those elements which are not part of the 

Mood: in Halliday's terms, Predicator, Adjunct, and Complement. Together, all of these remaining elements 

constitute the predicated information about the proposition introduced in the Subject). 

A tremendous amount of 
time and effort 
The company 
Subject 

presents itseIf as situated in the immediate, reporting on unfolding events as they happen. The most 

~~ significant diE- in tense between these stories lies in the different distribution of Future 

has 

is 
Finite 

Mood Residue A 

been spent 

poised to log 
Predicator 

Here, "has" situztes the utterance in the present, but "been spent" refers to a past action; "is 

deciding on this 
compromise 
the upper valley 
Adjunct 



and Compiex tenses. The next most preferred tenses on the CBC are complex, on BCTV simple Future (the 

first number represents proportional distribution in per cent, the second in actual numbers): (see Table 5, 

Column 7 for the complete analysis of Tense) 

Figure 2: 16 Tense: Distribution 

The use of Complex tenses, preferred by the CBC, positions the speaker's time relative to the 

actions of the past or future: Environmentalists wanted to protect the remaining forest (CBC 43-44) where 

"wanted to protect" refers to plans made in the past regarding a possible future, and where both the past and 

the future being construed are retafive to the "now" of the reporter-that is, the "coding time" is the 

"present" of the speaker, and the "even? times7' occur before and after that coding time; Stephen Owen 

wants to assess (CBC 90-91) the dissent among CORE participants where "wants to assess" refers to a 

present intention to obtain information in the future. 

This use of tense represents events in the social world as a continuum: present actions can and do 

influence the outcome of future events, and actions in the past contribute to the present conditions. It 

implies that the future is not fixed, that it is open to negotiated change, to reasonable argument. Even the 

use modalisation in the previous section indicates ongoing process-Owen is supposed to come up with 

solutions, implying the problem can eventually be resolved, the industry has to build roads which will result 

in a predicted consequence of conflict. *re is no guarantee of arriving at solutions or producing conflict, 

and here is no assertion that these events wiit come to pass. The result is a construal of events as related to 

each other h u g h  time, and of the social world as an ongoing process of arousing and resolving conflict. 

By contrast, the use of the simple Future favoured by BCTV posits a future not necessarily related 

to the present situation in my finear waywzly Rather t construes an absolute firhup: where the consequences of 

present decisions wilt have to be embe& h d e &  o f j b s  will be lost (BCTV 9); the CI.oquot decision 

wirr cosr hundreds of formby jobs (BCW 85-86); M f o f  the area will be open to logging (BCTV 86-87); 

libout one tIwrwmd fbvst jobs dreiatedempioynrent wiiZ &o be lost (%-98). Here the outcomes of 



actions taken now are neither contingent nor subject to variation. Even the dubiously modalised future in the 

previous section supports this construal of inevitable, uncontroilable change-There m q  be another way to 

go, the ways of logging may be different than the traditional methods we know. 

This use of tense provides a clear and probably inadvertent portrait of different Attitudes in each af 

these accounts. Perhaps these differences arise because the world is a less certain proposition for BCTV 

reporters and viewers. On the CBC, propositions are contingent on present conditions, rational planning 

makes the future, if not knowable, at least controllable to a certain extent, and thus a relatively stable place. 

On BCTV future actions are not necessarily controllable, or changeable. This is manifested as fear 

and uncertainty about the absolute future being planned by people who think like the CBC newscast. 

differently from them, and who do not share or understand their concerns. 

This would accom@ Fix &e difheat for: ia Chapter 1: the CBC f3ws 0;; mse and the 

process of negotiation since it is that from which the future unfolds, but BCTV's focus on Agency suggests 

survival is not assured in such a risky world, individuals are on their own to adjust as best as they can to 

conditions. Since the future is presented as absolute, there are only two optionegive in or fight. 

2-4 Conclusion 
The analysis of Tenor is more complex than Field, because the structures it examines are more 

deeply embedded. One of the conventions of newscasts is an adherence to "objecti~ity,~ that is to reporting 

the "facts." Yet while these accounts makes strong claims to represent the truth, they each emphasise 

different sets of facts which only i n d i i  reveal bias, particNtarly toward the negative terms. The 

assessment of Altitude presented here is thetfKore not necessarily as accessible to a casual viewer. 

The category of Attitude works differently than the other ones in the Pentad when appf ied to 

disfourse analysis. In the previous ck ipa ,  Ptnpose and Agency described acatat sets of metaphors, just as 

Scene and Agent will in the following chapteritapter But M e  encompasses any possibility, it hovers 



Ahhmgh it could be argued &at the examples analysed above are contingent merely on individual 

speaker preferences, the "legitimate competence" of each reporter is dependent on his appropriate use of the 

"legitintare, aurftorised, itwthtxhtitre h p g e . "  There is a hie~archy of authority in the newsroom: reporters 

defer to editors during tire editing procefs? editors report to the producer, frequently the head newswriter is 

responsible for the words of the anchom, as was the case at BCW. And presumabfy those anchors wlto 

wr3te rheir own material do so also with ttre sanction of higher authorities. Thus, although reporters may 

seff-ceifso~~ or indeed be oblivious to &H possible cortstructions, those words whish do become part of the 

newsst have passact tfirorrgfr a screening process, both short and long-term. 

In conformity to the maventiom of ttre g m ,  b t b  newscasts strive for an authoritative presence 

rhough declarative, largely +ified statements. But BCTV uses more varied structures-afthough few in 

*& +--- .m.atr.7 J- m dSPi6cd q*-.s, hvtitS, a76 m&lit): have a p o d :  e f k f  O ~ I  &e Terror. Tht: 

resultant newscast is livelier and m engaged with the audience. 

Within the deciarative mood, speaker legitimacy is established differently, and what counts as 

powerflatowfedge is configured differently as well. TAere are significant variations in the d i b u t i o n  and 

use of Material, Mental, Refatiotlal, and modalid processes. On BCTV the prominence given to Relational 

prorceslses indicates the account is based on the speakers' assessments, explicit or not. Their effect is to 

mate the cowfitions they describe-fk issue and the gwl  are defined in terms of continued logging 

advity. The greater presence of modality on BCTV is a direct acknowtedgment of nowneutral, negative 

speaker assessment. A h a  this is a story abut an enviromentaf issue, the focus of this negative 

asesmmt is not e n v i r o ~ i s a ,  but dre government itself. Through tbe use of imperative, interrogative 

and d S s e d  f o m  BCTV relates the speaker closely to the audience. The fiiture is regarded with anxiety 

as €#naWmuncosltratfabk and fixed 

ABIimgh tbe CBC presems a apparently more authoritative account through the exclusive use of 

~~ SMgememS, tftis at&w@ is derived fiilm tht: representation of third parties, not from the 

- ~~~~iiOmtiie1l~eof~andver'baiprocesses.TheCi3Crepresenrssomeseiecred. 

- - 
pafiltwrri the Commissioner of CORE, and 1ogps-i~ terms sympatfietic to the parties 

a d d  ~ ~ i n t f r e L e v e 1 3 ~ . N ~ e s r s s e s s m e n t i s  



bkcfed toward the l w g g  indtstiy fhrough negative portrayal by the reporter. and absence of 

representative speakers- The f h x e  is m t m e d  as arising out of present and pasr actions in a continuous 

process of ongoing negotiation. 

interestingly, both accounts contain oblique slurs on the designated villains. On the CBC logging 

companies are represented as violent by means of an agentless passive construction which \bill be discussed 

further in 32.7. On BCTV the govanmait is personifid as ineffective and arrogant: arrogance is implied 

when speculating that despite disconrent about the decision From some quarters, the government appears to 

be feeiiig comfortable; ineffectiveness is implied in the reporter's speculation &at it s e a  unlike& the 

government will back down from this decision-a subtIe reminder that they did indeed back down from 

controversial proposals in their provincial budget the week previously. Ineffectiveness is fiuther implied by 

sfi+*-ZIig &e Premier, who is pudgy and 'dding, speaking in an extended stammer in one cf ip (%. l ,  69-70). 

Given the computerised editing equipmat available to BCTV staff, and the time constraints on news stories 

(shorter is almost always better), rfiis could have easily been edited out. 

To summarise the Attitude comained in each of these accounts, it is helpful to consider the 

combined effect of Field and Tenor. BCTV's can be summed as a pragmatic instnunentalist one of Agency, 

which regards the future with an Attitude of trepidation about job loss. But this attitude to the future should 

not m itself be taken as a fixed aid Wdeuica l  position. There was opposition to the decision from pro- 

Iogging interests. The rising grouMfswell of resistance to CORE which subsequently followed this decision 

was not smpisirng (as indicated by a series of quarter-pge ads in I d  papers spotls~ed by the C a r i b  

Cbmmtmiks CdXm (New Solutiorts) "CORE lkeams Our Family and Our Way of Life," 7%e 

Faiylmm- Sarn, 2 t BI94)- 

~ C B C ~ c ; g l k ~ ; r s l a ~ ~ ~ o n ~ w i t h u n i r p r ; M d h i ~ ~ ~  

da with an Attitude o f c d k h z e  that the proass of achieving conserrstrs will continue in the futuse. 

I n ~ o f e n ~ ~ & k l f i d e n c e k p n w e n m b e j u s t i f d , F a r h ~ d o w n , i n  

~ ~ ~ ~ w o y e a r s ~ t f r e g p w e m m e n t ~ i f t h e C ~ o q u o t * i s m h a s r e m s r i r t Q d i n p t ~ ,  

d i n f g c t ~ t w o y e a r s u , t t . l e ~ o f t h e f i r s t ~ ~ p a s g e d m i r n ~ e n -  

p m t e c t i o n ~ i n ~ S o m d , ~ a l i P g e r p o r t i o a o f & e a r e a s t r w i ~ .  



Thus far, this analysis km focused only on how the utterance itself represents the speaker, the 

b e r  and tfte topie in an utterance- But while these declarative clauses, these Processes and tenses are 

pasent in the ~ ~ & ,  they say natirhg about the way th9 accounts are received by actual audiences. That 

is, ulimateiy, bow much infitrenee do they hive on viewers? 

Mmy researchers have exam-4  rhe heterogeneous composition of audiences in an effort to 

idenrifj. the d i k  influence of the media. David Morley's Television, Audiences, and Cultural Studies 

contains an extensive analysis of a u d h  based on cafegories of class, gender and h i c i t y ,  the role these 

factors play in audience decoding of Y e w  and what if any influence television has on their attitudes. That 

information s urcowlusive in my data But u#ne inferences can be drawn about the nature of the audiences 

wtio view- these newscass, d abisus the lsarue of the influence the newscast has on *ern without this 

derailed information. For exampk 

L Far more people watch BCW dtan CBC-52% compared to 9% (Figures for 1993, from Bureau of 

Braxbst  Measurement, suppIied by BCFV)- 

2. Provincially, environmentafirts mjg. a high Bevel of support, which increased sharply in 1993 AFTER 

tbe government's imd-use k i s b n  wms iwmamcd (7he Yancouver Sun, Wednesday Nov. 15,1995. 

Figures from B.C. Ministry- of F i i J -  

BCTV clearly suppovts the social smus quo whict, favours business interens over any other 

considerations. The account deals Luge& with husk comeins, onty marginally with environmental ones, 

and even more hrtefestiiigIy, d y  n w g i d l y  with wr#kzr ~~ as well. While the environmental issue 

k nxwgbdiised in this axolat, r k  WDP g- responsrhle for passing the legislation is vilif ed. And 

yet iftheir d h e  is b d e d  hetemgemm, preftmtatrb some at least of their viewen a h  form part 

d r h e  $cwrps who wppW a-sq and who rotsd the NDP into power. This indiaes that then: 

k ~ d i a e c t c x t m ~ ~ a l i o a ~ t S t e ~ ~ h o & o ~ ~ s h a r r : a n d i t s s w s y o v ~ d i e n c e  

aried. 

App;irenPtyrieuFersccrntioiettociwnweBCTV,aeSpkeanavaiiabkaf~ivenewscast. Itmaybe 

aredeqrinteroal~~perscanafsuneiMtmtenmofjobs ,andtf iesurvivdof~  

~htermsoftheen~nrhk;bbeadto~~OOntradictoryatrrmdesofsupportfor 

cw~om:hasrci,~fairacrasmstwttisd5isoppclsedtaintafer~41~e~~inessonthe 



other. It may be that BCTV manages to connect with these contradictims in a way that rhe CBC has not. 

But the resistance to the ideological load carried by the BCTV newscast on the part of at least some of the 

audience (in term of support for environmental issues, and for the NDP in the last eiection), aiso suggests 

that it is not only the bias in semantic content or the attitudes expressed toward it which draw viewers. As 

the next chapter proposes, it may also have to do with the way the story is told. 



Chapter Three: MODE 
Mode refers to the symbolic organisation of the text, the status t h ~ t  it has, and its 
function in the context, including the channel (is it spoken or written, or some 
combination of the two?) and also the rhetorical mode, what is being achieved by the text 
in terms of such categsIr;'.i m persuasive, expositoty, didactic, and the like (Language, 
context and text 12). 

3.1 Introduction 
Marshall McLuhan's famous dictum "The medium is the message" is misleading. It collapses 

several complex aspects of signification into uniformity. In defming the third element of the Register 

system, Halliday distinguishes between the channel (i.e. the medium), the organisation, and the rhetoric. A11 

of these aspects are present in all iinguistically coded messages. Halliday's multiply-faceted approach 

accounts for the production of difference, and identity, in a way that McLuhan's aphorism does not. It is 

true that "channel" is one of the defining features of television newscasts-the genre is a combination of 

visuaf, spoken, and graphic representations. Yet in their symbolic organisation and their rhetoric (or in 

Burke's terms, their symbolic ACTION), these accounts differ significantly, and so do the respective 

messages each constructs. 

This is not to deny the similarities in symbolic organisation which are also present. As Foucault's 

characterisation of enunciative modalities suggests, discourses are conditioned not only by what can be said 

and w%o can say it, but also by how "it" can be said. Use of appropriate forms signals the participation of an 

utterance in a given genre. However, speakes can choose among a range of appropriate forms, and again 

when making their choices, speakers act fiom an ideological orientation. Differences between utterances 

w f i m  a genre give evidence of these different world views. if speakers are working within Grice's co- 

opefative principles, the utterers of each of them believe their account is the L%ue'' one. Both of the news 

stories anafyd here present themselves in self-assured terms which make implicit claims to validity. Yet 

diiff-es noted between them thus far indicate that they represent the social world in competing terms. 

And if discourse analysis is not to be reduced to mere formatism, if it does have some insight to offer into 

thewaysocmlnegotiatimis~fished,somemeansofevaluatingtheseclaimstotnrthisneeded 



This has proven problematic in contemporary pluralist societies. Foucault was resolute in his 

refusal to offer any such means: "The search for a form of morality acceptable to everybody in the sense 

that everyone should submit to it strikes me as catastrophic" ("Michel Foucault: Final Interview" cited in 

Diamond and Quinby xiii). This does not imply however, that he saw the only solution to the dilemma as a 

strategy of relativism by which people can avoid engaging with such issues. Quite the contrary. By refusing 

to defme a "code of ethics," Foucault was indicating that no one person or group can be responsible for 

developing such a code, that it is developed through ongoing discussion and negotiation among all or as 

many members as possible of the groups concerned. 

However, having said thar, Foucault's refkal to engage with the issue has left no set of procedures 

by which such a discussion could be fairly conducted. Such procedures are described in the work of Jurgen 

Habermas, which while they are not consistent with relative pluralism, do reasonabiy complement 

Fouault's own work, as these summarising comments from Thomas McCarthy's introduction to Moral 

Consciousness and Communicative Action indicate: "If taking modem pluralism seriously means giving up 

the idea that philosophy can single out a privileged way of life . . . that is valid for everyone, it does not, in 

Habennas's view, preclude a general theory of a much narrower sort, namely a theory ofjustice. The aim of 

the latter is to reconstruct the moral point of view as the perspective from which competing normative 

claims can be fairly and impartially adjudicated" (vii). This chapter will compare the criteria each account 

uses to establish validity, how these claims are organised, and what symbolic action is being achieved. 

fn the preceding chapters, the analysis focused on the components of the clause-noun and verb 

phrases. "Symbolic organisation" implies a larger unit of text. Bakhtin constructed a progression in which 

sentences are organised into utte~af~:es and utterances into genres ("Speech Genres" 81). Halliday's system 

moves fiom the clause to the ciause complex to comect with larger structures. His main technique for 

showing this progression is an examination of a modified subject/predicate relation which he calis 

ThemedRtKme. He suggests that speakers use Theme and Rheme positions to map information units. 

Aceording to this theory, the Theme is customariiy reserved for Given or already-familiar information, and 

the Rheme for New ( F ~ ~ : t i o d  Grammar 3847,277-80). 



in his work on genre, Martin suggests that the concept of thematisation works not only at the level 

of the clause, but as Burke might say, it can also be expanded metaphorically, to include "staging," at the 

level of the paragraph-where it might be more familiar as the "topic sentence," or what Martin calls 

"hyper-theme;" and that it further expands to structure entire texts as Wlesis statements" or 

"introductions." in this capacity, Theme becomes a "macro-theme" prefacing the rest of the text, which in 

turn becomes a macro-rheme ("Life as a Noun" 244-57). When speakers combine these units into clause 

complexes, they get movement, shape and meaning. 

Martin's anaiysis focuses on complex academic texts, in which speakers are concerned to maintain 

coherence through long sections, and where claims and arguments are made as explicitly as possible. He 

notes differences between Science and Humanities texts in the kinds of explicitness produced, showing 

that Humanities texts prefer internal conjunctive structures in which the reasoning is embedded and 

comparatively inexplicit ("Life as a Noun" 233-35). This is true of the reasoning in newscasts as well. 

However, as is plain from his examples of Humanities texts, their aim is still to produce a sustained 

argument, explicit or not. For this p q m e ,  it is important to use regularly structured ThemdRheme 

relations which transfer New information from the Rheme of one clause to become the Given in the Theme 

of the next, and which structure clusfers of clauses and entire utterances as a series where the logical 

connections among them are intentional if not explicit. This is not necessarily true of newscasts. 

Television news differs h m  academic genres in several important rrspects. Fiw one of the 

cftaracreristic features of "PIewsn is that it moves quickly &om one story to another, from one segment to 

another witbin stories, atxi fbm one topic to another within segments as well. Even though each of these 

units represents an apparent symbolic (i-e. lo@cd) organisation, even thouph each topic within a story or 

segment may be significant in its own right, d related to the main topic, its connection with its 

nei&bours is often tenuous at b e t  There is no time for indepth topic development. 

Second r e p t e n  are restricded in c a s t m t k  w stories by the visual wmmpanhents. 

Fnxpatfy, when they don't have the footage to badt up claims, they revise and reconstruct parts of the 

su~y, which can lead to disjunctiw effects, 
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'Zhe data is contained in two tables in the Appendices: Table 6, the main one, contains the 

complete text of Level 1 and 2 tttterances- It shows the breakdown of clauses into theme and heme, the 

conjunctive relations between ihm and numbers the passage divisions. ?he second table, Table 7, maps 

?he Pmicipts by means of refening expressions as they are introduced, displaced and re-introduced in 

each topic. It also indicates fl l iuke unmarked and reactivated Themes. Because of space limitations, the 

tables do ~ t r t  reflect the interspersed Level 3 comments, nor the accompanying visual s h i k  

3.2 Thematisation 

3.2.1 lnboduction 
If a clause is orp ised  as a message, it is because one part of it-in English it is the fmt paxt-is 

assigned &e function of sigrrating the point of depamue for the message and WE then combines witb the 

remabkr srr &at the two ~ t _ c  ugefher con~itute a rn-en (Fwzctb~d Gra~,.lrm 38). 3X.s finr part 

Hallidgy designates as the THEME, and the second elanent of the clause, where thp: information is 

delivered, is the RHEME. The knowledge presumed by the speaker as "given" is commonly mapped onto 

&e theme, it is what the discourse is it is what beams remember as the %pic," it is what helps them 

make connedions to the larger worM, The rfieme is w b e  that which the speaker wishes to convey as 

" n e w " i n f ~ t a t t r s i i a l ~ e o n t a f r r e b , ~ ~ & $ # ~ ~ e r f i t l p o s k i m i n ~ c l a u s e , t f i e c f i m a x o f  

message, as it were, 

This allows speaken to ;nrange tlie pmenmhn of ?he message in such a way that the familiar can 

Be presented first-enabling hearers to o r h t  tfiernselveoand then co~eeted  with what the speaker wants to 

add to that given information Howeyer, ahbougb it is o h  tbe case that GivenMew CAN correspond to 

T k m 4 W m ~  itisimportantto~WthisEinotanecessarymMon,ashfollo~~ion 

ME sltrow. 



theme in English (Funrrional Grammar 45). Generally, in an unmarked deciamiive clause, Theme consists 

of ev-ing before the main verb. 

Table 6 contains the complete TIxmdbm analysis of my data. Each clam is n m k d  

separarety in Column 1. 

be adysed for complex nKme and iUleme (Fwzcfional Granmar 6 1-64). In my data, this is particularty 

common fix projecting clauses, which report someone else's words. In order to indicate this kind of 

embedding, It have represented suctr cfauszs an a sqmate fine, without numbering &em, as in the following 

example: 

Figure 32 Thematisathn: Compkx Clause (Definition) 

Theme 5 Remw 
a f The head of tbe IWA in I- 

I f 63mada - 

I a e  Clayaqttot decisiom 1 wilt coa ~ttedreds of jobs I 



And ru we've seen the emtironmentaiis~s are appalled andpian tofight (A. 1,23). These constructions yield 

a complex theme, which displace the grammatical subject to the right. 

%me can also consist of a simple adverb: Yes#etday's decision will open zip virgin territory to 

fogging (A. I ,  140) (Functional Grmnuu 39-40); or a nominalised verb phrase: Picketing of an indmhy 

organisation called the Forest Alfiance (0.1,20) (Functional Grammar 42). The Theme can be displaced 

by the we of cleft constructions or existential "there" and "it": There will be a lot of laying down on roads 

this summet (A.  1 ,  177) (Fwfcfional Grammar 59-61). Finally, the Theme can contain New information 

(Fumfionaf Grammar 278-28 1)-Vast stretches of tbe Clayoquot have already been clear-cut (A. 1,4 1). 

All of these are !mown as MARKED Themes. 

Generaily, the we of a prgtositiod phrase or adverbial clause indicates a strongly marked theme, 

whereas adverbs, nominalisation, d i s p W  theme, or New information produces a weakly marked theme. In 

Table 7, Marked themes are indicated in Column 2 by the letter M, and the weakly marked themes are 

indicated by parentheses. Strongly marked Thematic elements such as prepositional phrases are also 

presented on a separate line OJote: only Participants are shown in this table. For the compiete text, see 

Table 6): 

F@um 33 Themafisation: Marked Theme (DefnWn) 

Psu Mark 1 Theme 1 meme 
M By setting aside a third of Chyuqnot I 

I I 1 each year I 

In Tab% 6, in order to show the firil TBemeRkm relationships, all thematic elements of independent 

c b  are combined as fotiows: 



Figure 3.5 Thematisation: CBC (Distribution) 

Unmarked 1 4 1 26 
TOTAL 13 t 32 

TYP Passage 1 Non-Passage- 
Initial 1 Initial 

Figure 316 Thematisation: B C N  (Distn'bution) 

Strong I 2 1 2 
Weak 7 4 

(of 45 
clauses) 

1 TYP I Passage 1 Non-Passage- 1 

(of45 clauses) I 

I I Initial I Initial 1 
Weak 1 2 f 10 1 
Unmarked I 4 1 27 
TOTAL 12 I 37 

I I (of 49 elauses~ I (of 49 elawes) I 

In the BCTV data, strongly d e d  themes often give linguistic indication of a topic shift as well: 

all the strongly marked themes arr passage-initial, and the only weakly marked passage-initial theme is the 

opening clause of the story, which in itself constitutes a different kind of markedness. Of the non-passage- 

initial weakly marked themes, five of them are in the opening introduction to the story. The remainder seem 

u, k used as a means of emphasis for the purpose of adding interest and variation to the account: three are 

minalkations, and two have an inverted order in the Given/New information structure. All but one of the 

topic shifts are accompanied by visual shifts as well. 

The CBC account tends towards more q l e x  passage inb-oductions, mis t ing  of more than one 

clausey which accounts for the smn& marked themes in nun-passage-initiai position. As with BGTV, there 

is a weakly marked theme in psagpinitial posiriun in the fvst clause of rhe story* and elsewhere: weak 

w - i n i d a l  themes are present m amjwtction with a dramatic shift in swx-from reporter back to 

&, 6rcrm &e Victoria living nn#n of eavironmenralii Vicky Husband to dK windswept reaches of a 

M ~ f r r # n ~ a t a w o r k s i t e W m t h e = f i w e s t e d m o t m t a i a , t o a d i R e r e a t f d  

~ ~ ~ ~ o a d g m o m , d ' ~ t o t i t e r e p o n e r .  
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an already-introduced Parkipant I have designated it as a Reactivated theme. But the visuals remain 

focused on forested mountains and roc6 coastline as for the preceding and following topics. Like the 

Unmarked themes above, the defmition itseIf gives background knowledge for both topics, which 

themselves seem to be about different aspec~ of the decision, even though the BCTV account uses 3 more 

emphatic structure than the CBC. The following figure shows the distribution of topic-initial thematisation 

for both accoiint (the first n u m k  represents proportional distribution in per cent, the second in actual 

numbers): 

I f CBC BCTV f 

32.7 Passives and Agentfess Pasb;Ivea 

Finally, in addition to Eumtarked and &ed ihemes, there is a third resource available to speakers 

in arranging the focus of mfonnation-passive or agentless passive constructions. As noted in Chapter 1, this 

is an optionai avaiiabie in ciauses consnuing materid processes. In his analysis of academic genres, 

Martin spends considerable time adysing this construction However, academic genres are concerned with 

amdensing complex infodon, newscasts on the con~rary are m c e m d  to make their inf-ion dear 

and accessible. 

This feanne has also been identified and vilified by numerous news d y s f s .  In Language as 

I M o g y  for example, Hodge d Kress devote an entire chapter, Tra~tsfimnations and TruW to this 

featme* m which they srrggest that s p k r s  have volitb and mdve  wheo they use passive and agentla 

passive ctauses, and &at beams need to be able to "unpadr'' the in fodon  umdemed in &ese cONtntcls 

~ O d d e r t o ~ d K  i0adtheybe;ir- 

- ~ ~ o f ~ p a s s i v e s w h i e h d o a i S p ~ t t t e S e ~  
* * 

TIraeanesorne- in 

i n y d a Q h t h e c ~ c ~ t h e ~ p a s s i v e ~  V a s i s b e i c k o f r l i e C l u y ~ ~ ~  



airem$ been clear-cut: hii'lskks scarred beyond repair; vakys stripped (A. I ,  4 1 -43), allows the reporter 

to equate clear-cut togging to environmental rape-stripping in the context of scarring does not refer to 

simple disrobing, but to viofarion-withou directly aktributing responsibility to logging companies. This is 

accompanied by visual fmtage of deforested areas, with debris, including what look like entire trees left to 

rot. But although passive constructions can be used to avoid connecting agents with actions, this is not 

always with an intent to mistead, but sometimes, as here perhaps, to avoid inflaming a sensitive situation, 

whife still registering outrage. 

Halliday suggests ttrat the capacity of the English ciause to allow passive constructions, and 

subsequent deletion of the agent, has been exploited as a result of the pressure put on language by scientific 

discourse, which required the ability to suspend active processes in descriptive language. It was in this way 

that the sd$ect/agent was d e k d  from some kinds ofs.wch, and the convention of "objectiviQW in 

scientific discourse developed (Lectures, ENED Summer School, UBC, Summer 1993, and also the 

introductory chapter to Writing Science) 

This practice has migiated h n  ssience to become a feature of written discourse generally, and 

discourse increasingly influences spoken English. It is a useful feature, in that it does allow eflicient 

cndensatb of inforrmttion, as in the foZfowing clause, also taken from the CBC account, Yesterdqv's 

decision will open up virgin territory to logging fA.1,140). Two agents are missing-it was the 

goverement's decision which was made yesterda)r, arid it is to forest companies that logging will be 

dpeaed up. This information is already active m the surrounding text and would be redundant and lacking 

q q w q h l e  focus if used here: "The govenzmentfs deckion of yesterday will allow forest companies to log 

virgin tmitaiy." To use the d y e  voice here w d d  result in shifting the f w  away %om the virgin 

Eerripary and aato "$le fot.est ccqmies,'' w k a s  it is h e  territory itself that is of primary interest. 

W h i  it is true &a# the ability to defete the agent also means the ability to avoid declarative 

L ~ S ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ - ~ i i ; J O m U S e b t o ~ a n d i b c u s i n r ' o d a n m o r e  

~ * r n - f b ~ ' * * ~ ~ ~ s s ~ ~ w s i ~ L ~ ~ i ~ t ~ ~ ~ d  

f a d p d  tkm for their c O a h l i  to textual cohesion as referring expressions, rather dmn for their 

e&cxaa 



3.2.8 D i ~ ~ i o n  
Because of their rapid t q k  shifts, and adberenee to the principle of "objectivity." both of which 

are characteristics of the g e m  new%z% make neither eufended - explicit aqgwaxnts. !nsted t h y  me 

thematisation, in the form of Marked and Reactivated themes, to emphasise the numerous shifts in f ius .  

Implicit claims are made within passages. In order to determine the nature of the claims, and the rhetorically 

significant differences between them, this outline of the boundaries between passages is a necessary first 

*P- 

3.3 Cohesion 

3.3.1 Introduction 
Compelled to maintain coherence in tbe face of deliberate disjuncture, newscasts exploit an may 

of supple and inventive techniques. In order to describe these, I have used a modified form of the cohesive 

analysis suggested by Halliday and Hasan in Cohesion in English. This work identifies five categories 

speakers use for producing textual cohesion: reference, ellipsis, substitution, conjunction, and lexical. Here, 

f b v e  c d a t e d  the fmt three categories as "Reference:" reference proper, nominal ellipsis and nominal 

substitution. Conjunction will be considered separately. Other types of ellipsis and substitution, and lexical 

cohesion d i  zo? be d M  Fw-tkm, HHkky arid Hafa? identifjt two aspect& of conjuiidion-intern! 

and external. In this description of passages, 1 have extended the concept to reference as well, since 

referiSng expressions contn'bute intemdIy to the coitesica of passages, as we11 as externally to the cohesion 

of the entire utterance. 



3.3 J Reference 
f 51 !eSr&S&h 

"Reference* describes h e  v*c#rs m e g i e s  speakers use to introdace artd re-introduce objects, 

eaities, or events in their speechh The three main types of reference Hailiday and Hasan distinguished in 

Cohesion are personal (i-e. f i  second and %hiid ~ F S O ~  reference), demmmtive (his, that, a, the) and 

comparative (some, each, dl, ek). Subsequent to their publication of that work, &ere has been sugpstive 

research Into how reference m v e s  throagh texts as Giveflew information -hues. This research is 

camnted with atablistrl'ilg ling-tistk d e i a  fsr Bemining what is presumed by the ,qxaker as horn or 

"Given" to the hearer, and whar &auld be presented as "New" (Prince; Clark and Wilkes-Gibbs; Gundel, et. 

d.; d see Schiffkin, Gk 6 81.8 for an ovmiew), wpdiiess of reference type, or thematisation patterns. 

As Grice's Max-uils of Quant'i and of Relevance suggest, this research verifies that speakers try to 

keep their contributions as k f  as possible, to avoid repetitiveness, and at the same time to ensure that 

swh pmgnsivefy h i l i a r  reference, And as ref- become more familiar, and therefore briefer, the 

be9ner's ability to make inferenlid d m  h e m  rhm increasingly depends on the belief &at the 



referents are specific to each account, and require a closer analysis of the segments. %pen9  I in both 

accounts is concerned with reaftions to the decision, but from differmt perspectives: on BCTV, it is 

gmeraiisedj-mk (B. 1, 1 O j, critrckm jB. I ,  5); on &e CBC the more specific the righi iand-use decision 

(k I,29fY a d  a seiI-uur (A. I, 34% Segment 2 in each account is about future consequences, but again frum 

different perspectives:fifure loggingpraciiees (3.1, 1 101, the goaf (B .  1,1201, alternafir.e logging methods 

@. f ,89) are featured on BGTV; the CBC focuses on alight (A. 1, 1441, another d~&ult semoia ( A  1 . 1 87). 

~ f a n r i i n g  I d - m e  quesfiom (A. 1.20 1 ). And there are passage specific terms for each account as well, 

s~tch as people in the forest kdustr). @mtb gemml zmd specific), environmentakm (again both general and 

awifie), mi: p+:Picimi (ah g 9 ~ 6 1  aTit v i f i ~ j .  

'fhe following discussion examines the way cohesive referring systems are constructed internally 

within passages, and externally t h r o w  tRe entire accuunts. 

(2) hteraal Reference 

GmM, Hecfberg and Zafharski have develrJped a "Givemess Hierarchy" wbkh tracks individual 

d a r i n g  expressions as tfEey became progressiveiy nzore defmite (Language 275-80). This model, 

r e p h c d  in dK table below, identifies the constraiarts on the order in which terms can be mentioned. 



them into an utterance. it is concerned rather with the changes in referring to entities as they are invoked in 

a spcifrc utterance. 

Tne hierarchy is shown &om right to ieft here, with the rightmost term -being the ieast fmiiiar, or 

the "fowesr" on the hierarchy, and the leftmost as the most famiiiar or "highest." fn this model, the 

categories of reference identified by Halliday and Hasm (Cohesion 37-43) can be loosely mapped as 

fofiows: in Focus includes pronouns (e.g. he, she, it), and demonstratives specifying closeness (e.g. this, 

these, h e ,  now); Activated includes demonstratives specifying distance (e.g. that, those, there, then); 

Fbmilb- includes precise me of demonstrative rhar, as in %at N;" Uniquely fdmtifiable is what Halliday 

afls *k specific Oerrtonsm:i-i, eo~~hti~rig of the befmite article 'Yhe"; Referential includes comparatives 

(e.g some, each, most); and Type Iderzt~jiable nonspecific reference realised as the indefmite article "a" 

Nominal substitution is ranked on the hierarchy for degree of familiarity, and the referents in 

nominal ellipsis, when it occurs, are represented in square brackets, and also ranked. 

Furtfier, I have added a seventh category of non-referential expressions. Because Gundel et al. are 

urtercsled in &ie patterns of i n t e n t i d  reference, they do not include non-referential terms, but in my data, 

l k  category is important for mpk szrwme. Language gives speakers the oppominity to construe abstract 

caxqts,  which are not intended to refer to any actual entity, either specific or non-specific. The non- 

reksmti;t! cakggj  k t &  swt *&miis as cornem, bidhesity, solutiom, b a k e ,  etc. 

Internally, referring expressions construct cohesion through linking story-specific, segment- 

speckF a d  passage-specific ref- iqmxated as sitwessiveIy more familiar entities. In the 

folkwing example ref- status is itnaIysed as it works to sbucture one passage from the CBC account. 

Tabte 3 in Ihe Appendices contains the compIete aoatysis of Reference for both accounts. 



Figure 3:9 Cohesion: Reference, Mention, and Passage Structure (Example) 

Cut to "t- I forest 

3.5 Cut to 1 M l e  

I 
Key: Nonref-No1 

Ref Type 
A-Next 

Fam-First 

Theme ! Ref Type I Rheme 
The Commission I Nonref-First f is trying to reach a senseasus on , 

the best way to use and protect 
T-First other valuable land resources 

some environmentalists say 
CORE 1 A-Next has been now tainted by the 

1 f Clayoquot decision 
Paul George of the Western T-First I doesn't mince words 
Canada wilderness Committee 
He says 
the decision 1 I is asinine. I 
to hun Z 3  of the Clayoquot 
Sound rainforest 
into &this 
Premier Harcourt defends the decision 

to allow continued logging 
in the Clayoquot 

Vicky Husband of the Sierra I says 
Cliib of Western Cm& 

I I 
the Cfayoquot decision 1 Nonref 1 was a sellout to 1 

I U-First 1 the Iogging companies I 
T=Type Identifiable, R=Referential, U=Uniqudy Identifiable, 

Fam=Familiar, A=Activated, F=In Focus, Fibst and Nex-rder of mention, bidface indicates a fust- 
mentioned entity (other than a Proper Name) which receives subsequent mention. Table 6 in the Appendices 
contains a complete analysis of referring expressions showing their distribution in Theme and Rheme, and 
their division into topics. 

In this topic, most of the key terms are bowd together in the opening clause. One of the central 

Participants in the story, the announcement by the NDP government to allow logging in Clayoquor Sound, 

is carried over fiom Passage 1. Although some mentions of it here are very minimal, most have a surprising 

degree ofexplicitness: the &ision to turn two ihirak of the Clayoquot Sound rainforest into this; the 

deckion to allow contimed logging in the Clayoquot; the Ciqoquot decision As can be seen in this 

e~zmple, news stories deal with numerous entities, and incorporate the utterances of numerous interview 

subjects as part of their typical structure. These repeated references act as reminders of the current topic, 

mxessary -, as Chafe suggests, "[one] indisputable property of consciousness is that its capacity is 

very limited. As new ideas come &to it, old ones leave. The speaker's treatment of an item as given, 

drerefore, sbuid cease witen he judges &at item to -have teft his addressee's consciousness" (cited in Brown 

and Yule 180). Not surprisingly., topic eontin* can only be sustained by ~equent refreshing of the terms 



Environmentalists are also central to the story, and the reference is also carried over &om Passage 

1. The expression some environmentulis~s is designated as Referential because it is a more specific subset 

of the non-specific, Type idenf~jiable group environmentalists referred to in Passage 1, and thus it assumes 

a higher status on the Givenness hierarchy. Subsequent references to environmentalists become more rather 

than less explicit as the reporter goes into more passage-specific detail, and these are designated as 

Uniquely Identifiable, not because they refer of course to unique individuals, but because the newscast itself 

carefully situates them on the hierarchy: compare Paul George of the Western Canada Wilderness 

Committee, and Vicky Husband ofthe Sierra Club of Western Canada with Premier Harcourt. These 

designations give some indication about the degree of familiarity which the news staff presupposes on 

behalf of their audience--the Premier will be better known to viewers than the two environmentalists and the 

organisations they represent, thus he is identified in less explicit terms than they are. 

Because, as Gundei et a1. note, each status entails (and is therefore included by) all lower statuses, 

it b possible for speakers to use any of the lower status t e rn  which are entailed by a given reference, it 

therefore becomes necessary for the analyst to interpret the highest possible status an expression could have, 

regardless of lexical choice. Thus, the reference to Premier Harcourt assumes a higher status than the 

Uniquely Identifiabfe environmentalists, and yet not high enough to warrant the usage "this Premier," 

hence, the designation Familiar. 

The Commission is not new, having been introduced in the previous Passage, and could be referred 

to as '*&is Comissionn here without loss of coherence. It is central to Segment 1, in conjunction with the 

main terms, government md environmentalists. Hence its designation as Activated. A consensus is a new 

idea, however and serves to Iink the already activated Commission with the Referential group some 

environmenfaIists. This term is passage-specific, but although not mentioned again, it defines the problem 

which the remainder of the segment focuses on. 

The above passage offers a refatively clear example of internal reference. By no means all topics 

were this clear, and one of the boundaries of this one is also ambiguous. The immediately preceding topic 

consists of a single clause: CORE start& for Commission on Resources and the Environment, which could 



equally well have been designated as an aside or background information. Functionally. however, the move 

fkom defmition of the entity to discussion of its purpose seemed to mark a shift in focus. 

The clause immediately following this excerpt marks the beginning of a new topic: #;at stretches 

of the CIayquot have sire+ been cle~u-e~l. The topic shifts here from the government decision to 

discussion of the geographical area itself. And this shift is emphasised by the accompanying visuals, which 

move &om Vicky Husband's living room to a panoramic shot of a forested mountain. 

(3) External Reference 

Referents can be tracked not only as they become increasingly familiar within a passage. bct by 

identifj4ng their path through the entire utterance, noting when they are first mentioned, and if they are 

mentioned subsequently-what Deborah Schiffrin calls the order of mention (Schiffrin 3 17). This 

information is useful in two ways, First, long strands of reference to a single entity can be traced--examined 

not only for its life-span, but also for the transformations which it endures throughout its life in the 

utterance. And second, a combined analysis of the distribution of reference types, the order of mention, and 

thematisation yields information about the environment participants find themselves in when they are first 

introduced. Genre-specific patterns are evident in the way significant referents are in&duced in passage- 

initial clauses. And these patterns are in turn part of the way newscasts construct their claims to valid 

representation. 

i) Transformations 

S c h i W s  analysis of mention becomes extremely complex as she traces the course of each 

Participant through numerous mentions. Since the focus of this analysis is primarily on the birth of the 

entity, with a generalised rather than a specific interest in its longevity, referring expressions are only 

designated as "first" or "next" mention, without trjring to show how 0 t h  each specific entity is invoked. 

The analysis of Participants in Table 2 lriefds adequate information about fiquency of mention. Table 7 

contab the combined analysis of refimmx type and order of mention. First mentions of subsequently 

discussed entities are in bold face. The analysis, presented in the table below, shows that B@TV intfoduces 

slightly more referents, aud d m x p d y  features them fewer times. This could indicate a less-indepth 



treatment of each entity on SCfti, alhugh a larger data sample would be required to determine if this is a 

pattern, or specific to this story The first number represents proportional distribution in per cent, the second 

in actual numbers: 

Fbure 320 Cohesionr Order of Mention (Distribution) 

As the analysis of in_i:emd referewe showed, newscasts take great w e  in establishkg and 

maintaining stable reference syskins. in view of this, discontinuities are significant. Such discontinuities 

can be found in the B C W  account, in the terms referring to environmentalists. Although the environment 

and Clayoquot Sound are mentioned more often than environmentalists, there is a comparative absence of 

all such terms, as was noted in Chapter 1: there are 19 references to the environment and the area, and 13 to 

environmentalists, cornpitred to a totat of 76 references to Labour, industry, and Money (see Tables in B.2 

for complete lists). And remember, Chapter 2 showed that the government was the "negative" term in this 

story h u t  the environmenq not environmentalists. Here, the analysis of such references as are made to 

ewioawerr!a!ists in Segment ! m e d s  a puzzling Oisjtt.tcnu,~. Em.irronmentefists are explicitly mentioned 

in the introduction, but they are subsequently referred to in the most oblique terms: seemingly theFrst 

protest (B- 1, 1 5 & 181, PkAe~ing (B. I, 201, and the warnings @- 1,2 1) indicate environmentalists, or at 

leaft activities associated with environmentalists, although tfii relationship is nowhere rendered more 

expticitfy. Most puzzling is the construction Opponents offhe Ctayoquot decision (B.l, 30), which also 

apparently refers to enviro1lll~nta1ists, even though the introduction to the story specified that many groups 

oppcrsed the decision: TrheprovinciaI government is taking it on the chin fiom just about every direction 

tomire (EL I ,  1-2)- 

The transformation of terms is rhetorically significant for Btrrke. It is, he suggests, one of the ways 

First 
Next 

TOTAL 

persuasion is Introduced mto IqpgcC He says, "Though in its essence purely developmental, the series is 

readily transformed into rigid social classifications . . ." (Rhetoric 14 l), that is, purely concepatal 

41 f C5f)f 53 
59 f (79) 1 47 

1 134 1 

(72) 
(65) 
137 



frierafchies, such as the relatively netm?tl categories represented here by the Givemess Hierarchy. become 

transformed into moralised ones: to name specificalIy is to -entitle,'" that is to acknowledp the legitimacy 

of the entity so named. And somerimesrimes says Burke, this moralisation of reference leads to mystification, 

which is never "merely" the result of trivial usage: "if the ultimate reaches in the principle of persuasion are 

implicit in even the trivial uses of persuasion, people could not escape the ultimates of language merely by 

wing language trivially . . . The choices between war and peace are ultimate choices. Men [sicf must make 

themselves over profoundly, when cooperatively engaged in following such inescapable principles. And as 

the acts of persuasion add up in a social texture, they amount to one or the other of those routes" (Rhetoric 

179). 

The explanation for the peculiar reticence on the part of BCTV may be found in the fact that. as 

the previous chapter showed, many people in the province, and presumably in BCTV's audience, support 

the environmental protection measures taken by the government. But at the same time, the aims of 

environmentalists are antithetical to agenry-oriented capitalist institutions including BCTV itself. This 

c onstitutes a paradox for BCTV, because as Gnineau and Hackett note in "The Production of TV News," 

"the competition for audiences pressures new production to gear itself to the predictable and familiar, since 

anfling e!se mi@ k upsettkg or mfiismg and may cause viewers to switch elmnets" ( G ~ n e a u  and 

Hackeft, 291). BCTV cannot r i s k  alienating some of their audience who support environmental issues by 

openly criticismg a decision m.hich, despite BCTV's assertions to the contrary in this account, met with a 

wide degree of public support, except frcMl environmental groups-in fact, industry representatives are 

featured in the BCTV coverage on the previous day expressing themselves as being satisfied with the 

decision. 

By covering the story at dl, BCTV identifies its own concern with environmental issues; by 

remaining silent about enviromnentd- this story denis them status as legitimate commentators on the 

kme+ A m !  BCW msk &e -d* &&im m igore envko~f,~&!&, ~r ir mystify hem as 

much as gmsibte, and umxmtrate negative average on the government, since it is the government which i s  

respmsi'ble for passing the kgkl& Possibly this is why B G N  did not send reporters to Vancouver 

Island to cover the story, for any of the three days it was featured in the newscast. The footage for their 



pffitical coverage came from their Victoria correspondent, and such footage as they had from Clayoquot 

Solrnd itself came from the government sponsored helicopter trip for journalists which is referred to in the 

uanseripts (B. I, 46-48). 

This decision not to provide onsite coverage was made at the management level. Despite 

management efforts to cut production costs, such a major stov usually calls for at least one reporter on 

location (personal ccmmunicarion, April 15, 1993-Harvey Oberfeid, George Ross, Stu McNish, BCTV 

News staff). Furthermore, during this same period, money was made available for the relatively trivial 

purpose of sending a crew to a small town in the interior of the province to cover a squabble among the 

local volunteer fire department while one of their members houses had burned to the ground. 

ii) Distribution 

The Givenness Hierarchy tracks the distribution of qpes of reference throughout an utterance. As 

&e figure below shows, this provides w & l  information about the degree of presupposed audience 

fmiiiarity with the Participants expected by each story (the fint number represents proportional 

distribution in per cent, the second in actual numbers): 

The most significant differences here are in the Non-referential, and the Referential statuses. The 

CBC makes significantly more use of abmaq Nokreferenfiaf terms than BCTV, but its use of abstractions 

Is proportionate with 0th kinds of reference. On the o w  hand, BCTV uses Rfi$~~ential expressions fitr 

mare than tfte CBC, and as 3s most favored means of referring to pa ticipts. Re$wentiaI expressions are, 

as h z  Gk-mms Hierarc*iry indicates, mid-way w a ~ e e n  indefinite and deiinite reference. For exampie, if 

&z kxkhite aixesitm ''a WfiS dm $0 *&c aiii  set d p s i b k  deckims, aid if die defbiie 

e- 'The decis'mnn refers to only one specific decision, then "some decisions," "many decisions? 

"4 decEs'in etc refer to a r#w-specifit subset of decisions, midway between kdefbite and d e W -  



hence the designation "Referential.* This is a more specific. less abstract mode of referring than the r'Von- 

refredial or @pe Idenfifiable smusa, although it serves a similar function: it allows the speaker to 

introduce generalisations into the utterance, BCTV's disproportionate reliance on this form may result Fmm 

the lack of available footage on which more specific propositions could be based, rather than a habitual 

tendency to over-generalising. A larger sample would be required to determine his. 

Ons of fhe most charartehic features of the genre of "newscasts" is that topics a e  frrqucntiy 

introduced with a general proposition which is then made the focus of the rest of the report, The example 

kiow shows a passage-initial ahbact proposition, The ~omrnission is ttying to reach a consensus, a claim 

which the remainder of the passage develops in t m  of positions for and against the work of CORE: 

Figure 332 Cohesion: Reference, Mention and Thematisation (Example If 

Here, ;hematistion, reference type and fint-mention of a significant entity combine to introduce a new 

passage. In this example, themisation works as Martin and Halliday predict: Given information is mapped 

f Pas  / Visual ! Ref T y p  1 Theme 

onto the Theme, New onto the Rheme. Below is a more emphatic use of thematisation, which gives hearers 

3. 
~ e f ~ y p e  ! /kenre 

I 

wanring of the impending topic shift in the prepositional phrase, and then delivers New information in both 

Nonref-First 

T-First 

the Th-..3me and Rheme: 

Cut to 
Paui 

George 

b trying to reach a consensuv on 
the best way to w and protect 
other valuable land resources 

Feure 333 Cuhesionr Refeence, M n h n ,  and Tfrematisation (Example 2) 

f i t 

I Faun-First 1 the fderai  and provincial 1 R-First 1 will kKe 20 million dollars la I 

A-Next 

I t I I revenue I 

The Commission 

The New infOrntatiOn consists of the first-mentioned federal (though not provincial) government, 

d the generalised reference to an obviously estimated sum of money. The remainder of the passage 

~ o n ~ e x p e d e d ! o s s o f i n o o m e .  



This pattern of assertions supported by empirical observations or marshaled facts is characteristic 

of public d k a m e  generally. And as h d i e r r  defies i& public discourse is "the legitimate (i.e. formal) 

fangwge, she authorized, authorirative language" of the community (Bourdieu 69). Along with agentless 

passive constructions, this form has km developing since rhe Enlightenment focus on scientific method, 

and it, too, has migrated into o d  discourse. However, unlike agentless passives, evidence for this 

coflstntction c m o t  be found within the confines of rhe clause, but rather as here in the analysis of clause 

sequences or passages. Use of it usually indicates higher status in both individual speaking subjects, and in 

discourses such as the newscast- Although space does not permit the presentation of my analysis of Level 3 

utterances, those data reveal that the more highly placed the interview subjects are, the greater their ability 

to combine generahations with specific infamation. 

Along with the shifis tiom anchor to reporter to interview subject and back, this feature is a 

hallmark of the genre. My analysis shows that the BCTV account relies heavily on generalisations to 

yerfm this bction (10 of 12 Passages have topic initial clauses containing generatised Rej2rentiuI 

expressiota significant for the topie). in the CBC, Nan-referential expressions play a significaat role in 

topic-mitiaf positions. Five of the f o w  A'on-referenfials are in topic-initial clauses, whether In Theme or 

R k a e  pition- Of the remainkg eight t c t p b  seven contain Referenla expressions and one is a 

ctefiition. (There is one additiod type of topic-initial clause which appears iil both accounts-2 in BCTV 

and f m CBC-anrt which f have called "Definition." This will be discussed further in the definition of 

passage ml- 

This form is not innate, nor docs it come spontaneousb to speakers. Martin says that such 

hierarchic organisation is "more c m i  in ~~ than apontanews speech, and much more common in 

d b g  than talking" ("Life as a Noun" 152). Ftnttremore, it does not come easily h writing either, and is 

o h  bte focus of writing imtmction, as th;s example &mi Coe's advanced composition textbook Process, 

Farm d S & s f m e  att- (as k the exisme offhe !wok mi! the en&= g e m  of cmpsitim 

kxtbmb of which it is a -part]: TIE writing we mait admire often flows so naturally when we read it that 

we assume it must have flowed just as naaffally when the writer wrote it. But the writers who produce such 



writing generaliy spend much more time on revision than less experienced writers who produce less fluent 

writing" (Prucess I 10). 

He goes on to talk about revising to make generalizations and abstractions on which arguments are 

based accurate: "Rarely is a generaIitation totally me-indeed, part of what we m a n  by generaIi=afion is 

"genera?& men (Process f 12). And Martin too recopnises the effort and artifice which goes into this 

constnrction: "'Multiple layers of Macro-Theme and Macro-New have ta be consciously constructed in 

writing, through a determined edltmg and planning process" ("Life as a Noun'" 25 1). 

This form piays a large rok in the cfassifiation of passage types, it constitutes an imponant means 

by which each newscasi esrabiishes its claim to validity, and there are significant differences in the way they 

use it. It will be discussed further in 3.4. 

(4) Diussiaa 

Generally, the analysis of referring expressions distinguishes passage boundaries by tracking 

Participants witbin passages via Givenness Hierarchy. Although the resultant designation of passages is not 

always determinate, some patterns do emerge fiom the data. Shifts can be recognised when an entity is 

either newly introduced or reintroduced, comected to already activated ones, and then made the focus of 

&e ensuing commenrary. 

Individual terms can also be tracked through numerous passages and can be analysed for 

k m ~ f ~ d o n s ,  as Burke suggesfs. Given tbe gendfy stable chain of reference which both accounts 

eshkiish, ambiguous references are of particular interest in terms of transformations. Such ambiguity can be 

f m d  in the BCTV account with regard to environmentalists and activities associated with them. This 

&Iique referring pattern may be a resuk of BCTV's decision to minirnise air time given to environmentdl 

hues, while at the same time attacking tfre govement responsible for the legislation. 

Referring expressiolis can also be anafysed for d ibu t ion  of types through an entire utterance, 

d for psttrns of use in passage &G&d pos&b~~ In combination with the~~~atisat'fon, passages are 

W t r c e d  by either generalIsed or absmz first-mentioned referents in both acc-awnts. This is a significant 

pimern m public t%umses gmiedy* and bean on the way & account establishes its claim to validity. It 



wilt be reconsidered in the discussion of passage types. The preference for abstraction in passage-initial 

p i t ions  on the CBG was predicted by the cluster of Participant terms dealing with abstract concepts of 

consensus and negotiation, in Chapter I .  BC?lf's heav, and disproportionate reliance on generalisation 

even in non-passage initial positions indicates that the account is constructed in Iarge part out of generalised 

rather than specific claims. A larger sample would be required to determine if such generalisation is 

customary €0 BBCTV, or peculiar to this story. it may be that the decision to minimise coverage also 

accounts for this heavy use of generalised expressions. 

3.3.3 Conjunction 

(8) Definition 

Conjunction forms one of the largest categories in Halliday and Hasan's Cohesion in English. 

Halliday and Hasan apparently intend their analysis of conjunction to apply to actually uttered instances, but 

presumably speakers intend some kind of logical comection between all the propositions in an utterance, 

wheiher these connections are stated or not. Frequentiy such relations are left for the hearer to add by 

inference, as Halliday and Hasan recognise: 

EItJ is the widedying samiiise relations. . . &at ar:tuaIiy have the cohesive power. This 
explains how it is that we are often prepared to recognize the presence of a relation of this 
kind even when it is not expressed overtly at all. We are prepared to supply it for 
ourselves and thus to assume that there is cohesion even though it has not been expficitly 
c k : m ~ ~ W  (Cohesion, 222). 

This view aceorbs with Grice's Maxim as well. Cooperative speakers "make their contributions 

fetevam" and "avoid ambiguityIn and hearers caa interpret the implicatures in adjoining clauses as 

hentionally iinked. Given rhat speakers bed to respect these maxims, it follows that one should be able 

EO retrieve conjunctive relaions between clauses even when none is specified by the speaker. This is after 

d1 wfraa we do in conversafioas, evm if we do not cmsciousiy identifl ttie piucess as such, and even if we 

relatiumhip bet wee^ clauses, idbin passages, between passages, and among larger units of meaning as 

w l L  It is one of tk mod significant meam for speakers to establish the validity of their claims, although 





- Ad di&-e ; Ad~ersaiiis-e : Causai - 1 emporal 
For example (E& ; But i Because j -41 this point 

i I 

1 By h e  way However 1 Therefore ! TO sum up i 
i Likewise j %*ell 1 So 1 To resume 
i T b t k t o s a y  i kspirs this i As a result \ Finally 

Aim i In my case 1 First 
1 B& contrast i f f Meanwhile 

i 1 I 1 From now on 
1 Up to now 

This analysis of conjunction does not claim to be definitive: the classifications are shifting and 

unstable. Many of these relations could be assigned to different categories than they have been here. 

However this analysis does represent a starting point by offering propositions about how these accounts 

construct logical meanings. Although none of the conjunctive relations were especially clear, neither the 

explicit nor the implicit ones, the following excerpted example from Table B.6 was ~ i c u l a r l y  difficult to 

Figure 3:15 Cohesion: Internal CcKljunction (Exampie) 

This example, which has presented a recurring problem throughout my analysis, constitutes a 

delikrate flouting of Grice's maxims with regard to logic, as it did with regard to reference in the previous 

section. All links b e e n  the clauses in this example are inexplicit and inferred. The same speculations as 

in the preceding section apply with q a r d  to Opponents ofthe decision, but in addition, it is unclear why 

these declarative staements are piaced in juxtaposition, since they are never linked in any explicit way. This 

is punling because, as Brown and Yule point out, "there is a constant analysis in conversation of what is 



said in term ef 'why &at now and to me'" (Discowse, 77). We are never told exactly what it is that 

errrlrmmemfists want. af&mgb s nekd arfier, there is an implication that they are greedy and 

potential@ violent, 

The previous pwsape in rhe trans~ript deals with the anticipated p r o m  by environmentalists 

unhappy with the goveimmf &ision, showing Paul George of the Western Canada Wilderness 

Committee saying So fk WLW ij-n 'f mer. Tg fave Ciapquof Sound (B. 1 28). Here, Passage 3 takes on an 

expfanatq character, with the q o r ~  laying our the environmentalist position and contrasting it with the 

position of the government. This r d l e n e s s  is m g i y  inferable from the baianced, parallel clause 

structures in which it is amah&. 

In general the designation of conjtmtive relation was accomplished through a recursive process 

* k & y  a ecmjmdiw t y p  - m g -  ,@ A,FTER the czbssifirsation of tvic types. Wm it was ody after 

seein;: wfiat pattern of meaning &e rqmm was striving for that the logical corrnecth W e e n  what are 

often disjointed and rarnbling accounts could be discerned. Although the designation of conjunctive 

category was difficult, the categories thameIves are relatively straight-forward. f made no attempt at a 

complex analysis of conjunction, nerely looking at the relationships between me clause and its neighbors. 

Tfie distribution ofconjunctive relations in my clara is as follows (tihe first number represents 

proportional distribution in per cenq the second ix! actual numbers): 

F&um 317 6 Cohesion: lntemaf Conjitnchn (Distn'btltion) 
L 

The disat-bution of expkitfy m e n t i 4  and impkit mjumtion was as fdlows (the first number represents 

proportional d i h i o a  in percent, the second in xaml numbers): 



If an explicitly m e n r i d  cmjunrtion has a different implicit meanins it is designated as implicit. 

For exampie, in LogsjFom the Cfayquut are big and worrh a lo! of money, d r h e  ways of gerring them 

arrf m ~ ~ p f  be d@renifr-orn fk ~ r a d i r i a ~ i  fogging methods we how (3.6, 12.6 & 5 2.71, ttts second etause is 

Joked to the first one with the conjunction "and,- airttough the reiarionship is much more complex than 

simply, "and here's more informirtim m add to W." A grudging (because implicit) concessive relationship 

is Wig consbued, one of tIx few a d v d v e  relations in the BCTV data, giving !be following teading: 

"fbtufjthe ways of getting them out mayfweU1 be different from the traditional fogging methods we know." 

Of the explicitly m a r t i d  mjtma, 6 of 9 on the CBC were adversative, 1 each was 

additive, temporal and causal. 6 of 1 1 on BCTV were additive, 2 were adversative. 2 causal, and 1 

-d- 

The disproportionate representation of additive conjunctions compared to other types on BCTV 

&ip&hg. hX% the a,- O~~.WSS%S, 1 - &$at BmV has asvczkkd -i.iihg die Storj;  a 

a cmflict But this does not mean that conflicting positions are absent, simply that they can be found 

g%rressed in other sSmctms &an mjmction, as tDe: previous anafysis h;as made evident. By comparison, 

the lrse of ~ ~ v e s  in the CBC a m  predict that the story wiil be constructed fiom conflicting 

positio~to--advdves indicate c€mmkmm 
- - 

and dkagmments. The effecrs of these different uses of 

contundim btxcme clearer m tbe analysis of passage type below. 

65) ruPtestr%t Erpansiom 

in addidon to conjunctive ~~ between independent clauses, there is a type of reiation which 

fimaiorts withi ctauses in much the same way as corj&on to allow speakers to elaborate on their 

stirtanents.~imenrafrersltiomared~byprepositionalphrasesanddependentrelativeand 

~ c ~ F ~ , ~ f a m e m b e d d e d t h e m e f ~ s t r u c t u r a i n i n d e p e n d m t c ~ -  



Hdliday kbtifks rhee kinds of expansion (Furrctionuf Grammar, Chapter 7): elaboration is 

similar to the sutxlidinating ayrerts sf  the additive rekition, as exemplification; extension comprises 

e q h v e  abditicn, anb atso treats adversative or variational relations as beins a kind of addition; aqd 

oahaace~lent which deais with tempcKal, spatial, canner, and czusal-conditional relations. These relations 

are realist4 by means of prepositional phrases or dependent adverbial and relative clauses, and thus far, 

dtek ftrndiOn~ c o n e s p d  lsosety to &use of conjunction. In general, in my data, if an expanded cIause or 

phrase contributed to the topic structure, such as temporal or causal pairs, it is shown on a separate line in 

Tabk 6, without numbering it, as noted in the discussion of thematisation above. 

However there is a fifih type of expansion which has no parallel in conjunction, and which is 

significant to newscasts: projedm. hjectim is "the logical-semantic relationship whereby a clause comes 

to function not as a direct representation of (non-linguistic) experience but as a representation of a 

(linguistic) representation" (Firnctional Grammar, 228). That is to say projection is the way in which 

words, ideas or facts can be taken &r times and places, or other speakers, and incorporated into our 

own utterances: Owen says there's na point in boycotfing CORE. Here, Owen sqys is the projecting clause, 

and there's no point in boycotting CORE is what gets projected. The projecting pronoun '%at" is elided 

k, as it fiquently is in such c o ~ i o m .  The vert, says signals that projection is being c o r n e d ,  

projection is usually signaled by Verbal pcesses, sometimes by Mental ones. For the complete list, see 

Table 3 in the Appendices. And for a discussion of these types, see Field, 1.3 and Tenor, 2.2). 

fi is imponant to note that "projection" does not refer to the "clips" which feature actual interview 

subjects speaking for themsetves. In the mscast, such clips are most usually related to the topic by the 

additive conjunction, usual;& exempl i fdn .  But interview subjects are also frequently introduced by the 

reporter with a projecting statement, and sometimes the words of individuals are simply reported as part of 

&story, eventhoirghha~bl'butgdspeakerne~erappears in the story 

Alth@ projection is a more complex process tttan conjunction, it has less bearing on relations 

Wmxn tapics than it does in defining tk quality of the text under consideration-are there many voices or 

one; how ane tky inciorporated in text-through tki i  own words, or represented by the words of others. 

In thisway it isverysimilartotkmentalprocessesdisasedintheprevious chapter. Becausenewscasts 



typicidly re& for "&oritjF on the aammnts of interview subjects, projection is the most significant type of 

expansion, it occurs 6requently in the mmaips. projectins clauses are indicated in Table 6 by piacing them 

cm a sqame fine as noted h v e ,  4 wit! be discussed briefly here. 

Clauses are cfassified as projection when reporters summarise what is said or thought by others. 

either by way of introducing the sprakec Buf Premier Harcourt defends the decisio~ ?v ullow co~ltinued 

fogging in rhe Clayquof, md ghen showing a clip of the Premier saying more or less what was reported of 

him; or as a means of expedi t i  the account without subsequently showing a clip of the invoked individual: 

people in the foresf indusfty are complaining fha? n d  enough logging rrill be allowed, where no forest 

industry spokesperson adualiy a p p m  an-w%erre in the account. 

Tfiere are more bets of projection on the CBC than BCTV (the CBC has 15, BCTV 8 Verbal 

processes. see Figure 1.3X --&g the CBC construes knowledge. as contingat, c a m d e d  by a p p f  to 

the authority of sources or evidence- In the BCTV account on the other band there are far fewer projections 

general&, and the person whose words they report does not usually appear in the account. This is not 

k z u e  BCTV uses no sourcest but at i a t  partly because of a stylistic prefer-: BCTV aims for a 

seamless integration of levels, in which the narrative flow is not interrupted. Thus interview subjects often 

are ~ ~ t t  introduced either befon or a f k  qdciing. ?Itis makes for a more stremlinexl aammt, but also one 

*ich is more dependent on the repom for cohesion. 

But also, the dhri'btrtion of w d  between the levels indicates that in t)tk account at least, BCTV 

does rely faf less on corroborating evideoce &om interview subjects than does tfte CBC. On BCW, Levels 

I and 2 comb'ined have more words tharr Level 3 (in f a  Level 2 alone has more words than Level 3). On 

the CBC, interview subjects clearly occtrpy the largest amount of air time. The distribution is as follows (the 

f& number represents prqmfioml distnitiozi in per cent, the second in actual numben): 



As with the anal@ ofTamr2 tiis analysis of projection indicates BCTV uses a speaker-centered 

apiirmtr, tftr: CBC o m  wBkh fkme on third partis 4i.e. interview subjec?~). While these mults may 

reflect tfie lack of footage on BCW, this Iack is in itself indicative of the decision on the part of the 

pioduetisn staff to adopt a mare auhxhtive, reporter-based stance toward tfie issue. Fudermore, despite 

tfre absence of on-location footage, the account could not be constructed in too anomalous a hshion, or this 

I z k  wmfd become apparent. Given the oblique name of the references, this d m  not seem to be B C W s  

intent. It seems likely that this account is not complcteiy anomalous in f e r n  of structure. 

(4) Diseuuion 

The CBC account empbises adversative mjunctiuns, BCTV additive ones. And as the analysis 

in the preceding chapters has suggested, the role of internal expansion in terns of projection confirms that 

&e C K  prefers a &k&-jm~y w ~ w d  acmwit, mG a s p d c e r - ~ i i r n - ~  me. 

33.4 Wiussian 
Cohesion stntctures pawges internaity througtr thematisation, referring expressions and 

eonjunction. Referring struchires; a h  connibute to the cohesion of entire utterances. Despite frequent topic 

shifts, newscasts usually &in a stable and fkequentty refreshed reference system. Disjunctures in this 

syshm are hetoridly slp~fimst_ LI &e BrTV amxst, aibi,wlls references to mviro~-wntaf& suggest 

that B C N  has adopted a a a q y  of silence on environmental measures, preferring to focus negative 

aSt(flttion on the government ~-esponsible for passing the iegislation, instead. 

Referring expressions c d i  witfi thematisation and order of mention produce a map of rising 

and fbiling familiarity within Imermcq and indicate that newscasts typically introduce new topics not only 

with marked themes, but aIso with generalised or ahact propositions which the passage tben develops as 

an m i o n  about t! event This form is not only specific to the genre of newscasts. It is highly prized as 

evkkme of speaker access to know~eBpower in public discourse generally-, its proddon requires 

rntirring. speakers vtho use it usually have high staars, and it constitutes one ofthe main forms used to 

estaMish ciaimo to validity in each ofthese aec~rmts~ Bern has a &importionate number o f R e f d a l  

expressfolrs, irrcilcatiag the amnm relies heavily on gemdi ions .  This may be accounted for by B W ' s  

W o f b e c o ~ e f a g e o n w h i c t t t o b a s e m r w e ~ ~ o n s .  



Lcgkaf r e l i m  ii.itLiki passages me e e  by conjunction. Either k a w  of the conrention 

of &je&&yi M the need to a i w ~ i b  o f f d n g  vksess ~~ cmm make m a t i v e  -::!aims. Therefm 

rhese logical connections are d l y  inexplicit and left to be inferred by the hearer- Sometimes these 

c ~ ~ ~ m i o n s  are obscure, possibIy because of the need to shift topic rapidly, possibly because the reporter 

c a ~ o t  make logical assertions without appmpriilte f w e -  Usually they can be ~ r i e v e d  %sith some 

guesswork, but sometimes, as in dze case of BCnr's discussion of what environmentalists want, this 

abscun'ty seems to be a deliberate flouting of Grice's maxim of relevance. 

There are more addiiiifi: conjunaioTts in each account than any other type (CBC has 39%, BCT V 

547G), bat BCTV has dispropoEticmref21 more of these. Conjunctive types are more evmly distributed on 

the CBC, which feahwes sipifitantty. more adversative conjunctions than BCTV (29% compared to 9%). 

Expansion functions within the clause s o m e d m  like conjunction fitfictions between clauses. In the 

newseas projection, a kind of expansion which r epc~s  the words of third parties. is of interest k a u s e  third 

parties constiute the evidence for generalid claims rnade by the newscast. The CBC uses more projection 

tfian B W ,  and it is used to imroduce the mtmew subjects who c o r r o b o ~  the chins made by reporters. 

B@TV uses fewer projections, and hav iew  subjeds have significantly fewer words, indicating once again 

that BCTV prefers a speaker-based mode, h e  CBC a third party one. As the next section on passage types 

will show, these differences achieve diffe-errt eff&+&e CBC constructs arguments, while BCTV explains 

merits- 

3A.% fnfmdudion 

As the # g  analysis has nmvwsts are disjunctive, they move rapidly fiom topic 





W v ' s  analysis of narrative and Schiffrin's of lists gives rigor and grounding ro these categories 

vI%i1e Burke gives a wW1der signif- in terms of world view, Labov (and Schifiin) connect 

chron01ogieaI order with Narnrive, b3bf order xith List. And  hey produce detailed analyses showing 

that N d v e s  are centered on agents both :n their focus and in their telling, while lists are centered on 

categories determined by rhe nature of the list itself Like &ern, Burke distinguishes between 

chronofogidly and ndo@cat!y ordered forms of utterance, and arthough Burke himself never explicitly 

made a connection between these forms of order and the terms Agent and Scene from his Pcstad, such a 

connection can usefbliy be made. 

These distinctions are different names for widely recognised pattern, wed by many researchers in 

many lines of inquiry. In the table below, I have produced a list showing the pattern of transformations 

made by these different termino1~-a: 

It should be noted chat the term "objectivity" is used by media analysts and journalists in a 

diEerent but related way to the narrower sense in which Schiffrin uses it here. In media analysis, an 

opposition is often implied bemeen objectivity and bias, But in Schiffin's defmition, "objectivity" is a 

quality inherent in syntactic or semantic structures, it does not refer to the more abstract concepts of 

"fairness" and "accuracy" in representation. And Schiffirin's use of the term corresponds closely with 

HdIiday7s (Writing Science 2-2 1). 

Another term or set of terms used in media analysis, as in other Kids of public discourse, is the 

"objec:tive/subjective" polarity. But just as I have not used "objective" to mean strict adherence to a neutral 

a d  mp&ka&y o W 1 e  tm&, i b e  not used the tam "subjective" as a pejorative term meaning 

%&wf:Iy b k s "  P b ,  2 tm -k 2 sy&a&d!y or :.tka!!jr icht!f;&le of laqyage we. 

In adopting Labov's model, a nav vocabulary is required to describe the function of units of text 

above tfie cb-Labov and use terms d as "description," "evaluation," and "rempod 

Scene f Agent 
List 
Logical organisation 

Narrative 
Chronological order 

Objective I Subjective 



cmponents of each of these t ) ~ .  But many of the features they identify can be described by conjunctive 

fanetions, ar#t itccrsfdingly I h v e  akipfed h i i  terms in order to show their ccmtcxtjon to Hafliday and 

Hasan's vocabuliary for describing conjunction. 

(2) External Cenjuactioo 

Internal conjunction c~lsists of the relations between adjoining clauses. But ciauses can be joined 

in more complex ways. An o p i n g  clause in a passage can act as introduction to the passage, just as the 

final one can act as a concIwion- fde4 entire passages can function as introduaiom or concfusions to 

larger units such as segments. 

Therefcre, conjunction k not just important as rekition between clauses, it also describes the 

hle=chici! Lnetion each c!- $zys xi:&& .n_ topic. ! hsye acbped the fobwbs ~ k i f i ~ i ? t i m  ~ E e r d  by 

Halliday and Hasan by adding some terms from Ldwv a d  S c h i f i :  List item, background, introduction, 

conclusion sequence, and summary. 

In the appendices, Column 2 in Tabk 5 names the Conjunctive function of each clause within the 

passage: 

Figure 320 Passage Type.- External Conjundive Function (Definition) 

I have adysed each clause for its conjunctive hct ion within the topic. The role of each of these 

types will be discussed further as they arise in the deWm of passage types. This list of conjunctive 

h a i o n  is no doubt partial, based as 2 is on the rehtivefy small sample in my data In "Life as a N m "  

Mastin has made a W e  and axq31ex adysis ofconjrrrtftive relations between various levels of text, in 

which he inciudes focarlve adverbs (233-24 I, and passim, particularly Figures I 1 -4 and 1 1 -5). My approach 

fli%tkms a great deal c?f this subtte meaning potential, but nonetheless, awareness of the logical relations 

t;rvittr'm topics is fw many qmkcm, deeply embedded h t d v e  knowledge. And tfie conventions of 



newsc:asts, like thaw of everyday conversations do not make these relations explicit. Doing so is at least a 

mxessai first srep to a mere so;EEiSri,%d analysis. 

(Sf Wher Features of Passages 

Newscasts, like o k  g p m  are neither pure narrative nor pure list- Accodingly, some mediating 

categories were required. Although lists and narrarives are present in my data in relatively "pure*' form, 

there are other patterns, hybrids derived &om these basic tjp which 1 have catled explanation and 

argnment. 

Because the distinction between narrative and list aiso rests on the name of the Participants- 

Agems or Categories-I have indiaed whether the topic is based on an ahmction (i.e. a Now 

referenlial expression), a g d i s a t i o n  (a Referential expression), or an Agent (a proper noun), and 

E-,- c+mrrl@eal h e  is p&z';;e;y -filii-ed iii rsmiiiw, i have aiw andy-4 for NO rqpis of mse: 

nhe firg type is the simple tense -em of past, present, and future; the second. conditional tense, includes 

progressive as well as relational process that define logically and atemprally. The format categories 

yielded by this analysis may quite well be specific to the newscast, although they do display characteristics 

which aim seem generic. 

In the fotfowing discussion, f have given an example of each topic type accompanied by a 

desxiption of b charaaeria'c feannes. Both b b o v  and Schiffin give detailed analyses of narratives and 

lists, which I hwe adapted and simplified here. (Although this analysis is mfy concerned with passages, 

some of these passages aiso participate in Earger sequences-for example both accounts offer Lists in their 

Fnst pasage, but in this first position they also function as an introduction, either to the account as a whole 

in dPe c#se of BCTV, or to the f i rs  segment on the CBC. And both accounts faturc: passages at the end of 

ecfi sqpm which fimdon to coneJude the segment as a whole. This tevel of signification belongs 

.tritditidly to the hmaira of c k i d  &&uric and its categories of invention and arrangement, and is not 

'rk f- kie. %7-r~ii?: : i&iiti iir'rzft ~iiett 6-1 mtes, &is saxxi4 fag= mk b a16 

i-n&&a! h C & ~ I  1, =M-s& J bw m~ .d 8 &aiM a d p i s  ef &ess ha- e- scqwBj. ?%e 

distn'b\m~10fpasvagetypesisasfolkrwsinmydatas 



3-42 Narrative 
In my data, there are mly two examples of narrative, both on BCTV, and neither have all of  the 

featwes c f w n i d  by %hifin. This is nol surprising in a genre which is supposed to be about facts, rather 

tfian indiuiduais. However, they do embody narntive forms to a certain extent. According to S c h i f i ,  

%zmuIves have a linear stmchx~ in which different sections present different kinds of information. Each 

section has a different function witfrin the dory.. . . Narratives are opened by an abstract, a clause that 

summir im the experience and presents a general proposition that the narrative  ill expand (284). These 

features can be seen in the example below: 

Coojone 1 Tbeme 

t this] i 

T m :  Present i Premier Xarconrt and bis i me feeling cornfortable today 
i i go~ernmtnt i 

t 
Additive: Comparison 1 i A contmt fiom the diornfort they ' foliowlng their provincial budget 
Terzse: Past f mtmst] i fek two w& ago 
Tmponrl: B a c k g r d  1 [ i rp to  

I 
i A t rmuhw amount of time and has been spent deciding on this 

~cnse: ~mdiitionat I now? 1 effort t cornprornk 
TrrnpoFal: Conefusion I d  / it 

i seems unlikely 
Tense: Conditianat f 

Tense Fuairre will be any backing down despite 
the ineviwe protesiiblo(:kades, 
international media campaigns and 

wbieh pvides some bdgmmd "such as time, place, and identity of characten"-the Premier &his 



~h~~~e; . ;SrkzlIy  be tzk= up with "c~plkatkg =:ion claiises." The exmple fiPre is tm  brief &play 

such a Smcture. instead, chrisctsrises this example as a nmtive is L!e an individuak-~k 

Premier, his government. /RE conjunctive designation "Temporal: Conclusion" here refers to the hi&cr 

ievel position of the topic in the segment In both segments of the BCTV account, the narratives are not 

randomly situated: they offer the final comment of the reporter before returning to the anchor. They clearly 

senre to penonalise or humanize the events being described in the rest of the stoe). 

Narrative focuses attention not only on the events it relates, but also on the narrator of the events: 

"it is the personal value of an experience fw the story teller that is responsible for evaluative structure in 

narrative, and hence for the way tfiat narratives "command the total attention of an audience in a remarkable 

way, creating a deep and attentive silence that is never found in academic or politicai discussion"" (Labov. 

cited in & h i e ,  285). Evidence of pervasive evaluation" by the speaker can be seen in this example in 

rhe projected mental processes-the government (as Agent) is comfortable, it uncomfombte, it 

probabty won't back down in future. This evaluation is temporally situated-time present, time past, and 

time fimne. 

The second example of mmtive, Passage 12, also contains the features of narrative in abbreviated 

form: the compiicating mion is missing here as well. However, the focus on a central character, evaluation 

by tfie speaker (more muted but implicit), and some temporal elements are present. 

This description corresponds to Burke"s Pentadic category of Agent. fn A G m m a r  ofMotives, he 

dscn'bes this category as referring to the actor, and he says agent-based accounts place the actor at the 

cenfer of* drama Any axuunt whkh privileges ttre individual wodd conform to this pattern, as would 

itccotmts which personify and privilege nokhuman entities. Burke equates this motive with Idealism which 

he c b m % e i k s  thus: ''I-c phibmphies think in terms of the "ego," ttK "self," the "super-ego," 

"c-i-,= %ilkn ttre " g d i z e d  1: the "subjective," "mind," "spirit," the "oversoul," and any 

such mper-pscmn as cbmEb, mae, swim, etc. H~torical periods, cufhual movements, and the like, when 

tnSed as "personai'i* are usoaii -ens of ideaiism.' (Grmmar, i7 i j. 



3AS Us4 

By contrast to namdim, r*lists are Oescriptive structures that center on categories and category 

e r s  fSehiEin, 291). In narratives3 'fspkeis'j involvemerit in the r e c o m n i o n  of what happened 

f I. intro: nbnmetioa 1 [And) 1 T b e  provimcial govyt 1 is taking it on the chin from just 
1 E I 1 about every direction tonight 

f -3 I Additive: List lrm ; and 1 people ia B e  forest industry are complaining 
8 

i Tense: Conditional 
3 8 1 ti:lat not enough fogging 1 will be allowed 
pd hundreds of jobs j will be lost 
a a Z i 

f 15. f Additive: List Item [and i There i is even flack flying from the f 
( I-: Conditionat [ afst,] ! t 1 United States 

Additive: Background There fU.S.1 Robert Kennedy is saying 
Terrse: Conditional f ~ r - ,  son ofthe late ~ o b b y  

I f chocpm are cut I be destroyed 



membership in the list,* he- the connection is with the opening proposition about criticism from every 

d i i o n .  

The main conjunctive iekion in lists is additive, thus the conjunctive stntcture is a logical one 

rather than a chronological one: fmt this item, then that, and finally this other. This is also indicated by the 

tense structure-progressive tenses indicate continuing conditions, rather than self-contained "events." 

Lists can aiso be concerned witb individuals, but as part of a category, rather than because of their 

actions. Here, Robert Kennedy Jr. serves as an illustration of the list point "the United States," which is an 

instantiation of every direc~ion above. 

Lists can be embedded in other topics (BCTV makes use of this technique in Passages 3 and 5). 

and they can be more diffuse, less compact than the example here. Both newscasts use super-ordinating lists 

as a means of introducing many, though not all of the subsequent topics in the story, md the CBC uses them 

to introduce each segment as well. Elements of the list given in Passage 1 above-criticismfrom evety 

direcfiion-can be found throughow both segments of the BCTV account: environmentalists, politicians, and 

union leaders are mentioned in each. And Segment 2 of the CBC account also contains a difised list, 

elaborating on the category thepeople who live and work in Clqoquot Sound: loggers, scientists, business 

people, and focal enviromnatal activists, 

The category of List corresponds to Burke's definition of "Scene," which he relates to materialistic 

philosophy, citing this among other defmitions: 

"[materialism is] &at metaphysical theory which regards all the facts of the 
universe as sufficient& explained by the assumption of body or matter, conceived as 
extended, impenetrable, eternally existen4 and susceptible of movement or change of 
relative position" (13 I). 

That is, maxeridist explanarions focus on qualities of matter-external, observable, and "objective." 

Brrt for Burke as fix Hdliday and S i f f r i n ,  this form of explanation is no less motivated than subjective, 

A g ~ ~  ones-hence his appellation "metaphysical." 

3.4.4 Argument 

Arguments contain background facts and evaluations. They can also conceivably contain entire 

narratives and lists. However they are struchud around categories rather ttmn individuab, and as such, they 



are a ~ i n d  of elaborated fist in my data, they are characterised by adversative co~junctions. Abstract and 

generalised referring expressions provide background facts which function as propositions on which the 

argttmertt is based. Argumenei cm contain causal or temporal sequences as well, and they can be situated in 

either "red" or "conditional" time. The example given below is a very regularly constructed argument, 

typical of the CBC approach. 

Figure 324 Passage Type: Argument (Ex~mpIeJ 

I 1 

I i i 1 Ciayoquot decision 
3.2 1 Additive ! El2-1 1 Paul George of the Western 1 doesn't mince words 

3. Argument: [by the I The Commission i is trying to reach a consensus on 
Atistractios the best way to use and protect 

I Additive: Background I I ' I 
other valuable land resources 

1 Tense: Conditionat 1 f 1 
I 

3.1 

1 Tense: Present 1 i Canada Wilderness Committee 1 

On the CBC, 6 of 13 pasages are based on the Argument form, compared to 1 on BCTV. The use 

Complication 
I I 

Tense: Present 1 

1 1 I CORE has been now tainted by the 

Adversative: 

3.3 Additive: I ~E-fZ-l 
Tense: Present i 

I I f this 
3.5 1 Adversative: 

I / BW 1 Premier Harcourt defends the decision to allow 
[ Complication 

I I 
continued logging in the 

f Tense: Present 1 I Clayoquot 
3.6 ' Adversative: 1 Vicky Husband of the Sierra says 

of the argumentative form on the CBC could be predicted by the presence of adversative conjunctions, the 

Complication: 
Tense: Present 

w: of Mental and Verbat Processes construing &om the perspective of third parties, and the greater 

but 

i f the decision to turn 213 of the i is asinine. 
1 1 Clayoquot Sound rainforest into 

He 

p p n i o n  of Level 3 words in comparison to Leveb 1&2. 

says 

Club of Western Canada 

In Segment 1, the CBC account focuses on argument. based on the abstractions of consensus and 

some environmentalists 

the Clayoquot decision 

negotiation. fn Segment 2, however, tite argument structure is only vestigially present. There is still an 

say 

was a sellout to the logging 
companies 

attempt to present a range of perspectives, some of which are the multiple for-and-against positions of 



argument, bur some of wfiicfi are noi, It can be sern that the argument structure does not work to represent 

speakers in Eonexpert, nokoffiiai positions, including the loggers. 

This difficulty rev& a probfem with the CBC coverage, and with the trope of "objectivity" in 

general. The argument or agon has been, since Plato's dialogues, one of the principle means by which n t h  

is "provenn in Western public discourses. Two or more sides of an issue are presented, and hearers decide 

which is the most credible based on the evidence marshaled by the disputants. The ability to negotiate in 

this fm is important for the estab1ishment of social cotfsensw in legal and political decisions. Since the 

loggers Go not participate in dre adjtical commentary required by tho argumentative form, and since 

nowhere in this account, or in the previous day's coverage are there any interviews featuring official 

spokespefions with authority aad expertise who can defme these issues, the problem of job loss goes 

rmdgtd. mb b a s i@w& is Z e y w e -  

3A-5 Explanation 
The main conjunction is rmcl, either as addition or as exemplification, although there are often 

causal and temporal conjUCICtions as well. Like the other topic types, explanations can contain facts or 

d&; they can contain e m p o d  sequences typical of narrative, and also @ i d  sequences typical of 

lists- In my data, explanations usually -on to provide background facts, but this is not the same as 

background informztion within orher q k  types k a u s e  unlike background information within a topic, 

Expfanations do not link what went before with what came after. Often they act as a segue, allowing the 

reporter to make a transition from one aspect to another, to introduce a new term, or to bridge a gap 

between topics. 



t f two 
4. Expiamtion: b* Giayoquot Sound is an area on the west coast of 

f)@fmi€b% W ]  Vancouver Island comprising 
Additive: Background 350,000 hectares of spectacular land 

I and seascape. 

Explanations can also be extended as in Passage 3 above, to contain additional background facts- 

But this example is anomaforts: e x p f d m  are more typically presented as in Passage 4, by offering 

definitions of the entity to be explained. Explanations can also conceivably contain arguments and even 

ItaJratives. However newsam are in the complexity of the information they deliver, and such 

ex@ded explanations are not present in my data, presmnabiy they are not typical of newscasts. 

Like argmmt, expfanatim is a hybrid. ft is a variation of narrative in that it employs a narrator 



require @Wve, interpretive evidence where proof is established by the quality of the reasoning, and 

qpd to authority and precedent h &eir use of proof, ne-ts are similar to Humanities discourses, but 

irv *viduaI newscasts vary in tfiei ttse of e k h c e .  

The speaker-oriented account on BCTV is evident in the dominant mode of Explanation. Here, as 

in Narmtive, the credibility of &e story becomes a timaion of the degree of confidence the audience places 

in the reporter. The typical passage snucture in this account is a generalisation (represented by a Referential 

expzession) w d  to introduce the concept which is then exphuned by the reporter, rather than by an 

interview subject. This constitutes an appeal to the ethos of the individual reporter. Interestingly, despite the 

preference for this more apparently spontaneous and natural form, this use of generalisations to introduce 

passages reveals evidence of whearsal" add planning (The emphasis on agency can be seen here in the 

refaence t~ Clayoqwt Somd for its i.spmcu!af' scemyz relevant in selling t k  area as a !auist 

destrnation, rather than for its ecological importance). 

The CBC use of ExpIanations maintains the third-party focus-the longest topic in the account is an 

Explanation which shows several Ioggers and other industry people reacting to tfre decision. And the 

Explanation dealing with reactions &om other people who live and work in Clayoquot Sound, including a 

b'mkgist and a business woman, aka inmpm&s m e  Level 3 words than Level 2 ones. Thuf the 

reporter's authority is derived from presented evidence, an appeal to logos. 

34.6 Discussion 

Passage boundaries an identified by thematisation, reference and conjunction. Once identified as 

&, they can be classified as types. Based on a distinction first developed by Labov, and expanded on by 

Schifh, the basic categories of N d v e  and List can be defuned. To these are added two more yielded by 

newscast oanscriprs-Argument and EKpianation. The specific features of these types may be typical of 

xmamas&, &oUgtr they also have generic features- Narratives are rare in this data. There are only 2 

exampfes, both in BCTV, and they appear in dtis aumji t  m tnmcaked form. They are used as Conclusions 

t~ ermEfi segmem. Tfiey eqhsise the speaker role in =r use of evaluation and interpretation, and they 

degend for their o q p n k h  on dmmrogical time. Lists also are infkequent (BCTV 1, CBC 2). although 



&tey are used in the important introductory position where they provide super-ordinating references for 

many of the entities which will subsequently be introduced. 

Argument is derived &om the List, and like it expands on a logical proposition made in topic- 

initial position, but unlike the List, Argument explores the category from at least two positions. Explanation 

is a hybrid of Narrative and List, taking the feature of speaker-focus fiom Narrative, and of logical category 

from List. Explanations can be more or less speaker oriented, depending on how they incorporate evidence 

to support their claims. 

BCTV uses more Expianations &an any other form (8 of 12 passages), a preference which is 

predicted by the use of additive (and to a lesser extent Causal) conjunctions, Relational processes (for 

defming), and the almost equal distniution of words between all 3 Levefs. This can be classified as an 

Age&% %as 

The CBC uses botir Argumenl and Expianations-6 and 5 respectively, out of a total of 13 

passages. The emphasis on Argument is predicted by Adversative conjunctions, the use of Mental and 

Verbal processes, and the ptoportional distribution of words: Level 3 has more than Levels 1&2 combined. 

17te preference for third-party accounts in maintained in the Explanations, which are constructed from Level 

3 as well. This is a Scenic bias. 

Although they cannot make explicit claims, especially about socially contested issues, newscasts 

make implicit normative claims all the h e .  The social world is represented in competing terms in each 

account. The qmbolic organisation is different in each, and so too is the symbolic action. These claims can 

be assessed for validity, on their own terms, and in tenns of the larger social context in which they are 

made. As Habermas says, the "existence or social currency of norms says nothing about whether the norms 

are did We must distinguish between tfte social fact that a norm is intersubjectively recognized and its 

worthiness to be recognized. Tttere may be good reasons to consider the validity claim raised in a socially 

zseq?%4 mm m be I l T i j d f i S  f"- ma'' 01). 

The BCTV account is organised as a storyi W in Narrative md E x 5 , m r y  passages- And this 

preference marks the entire newscast It is the stated aim of the head newswriter to incorporate narrative 

continuity throughout the hour Ckn Peny, head newswkr, B W  6 O'clock News. Personal 



~cmmmiatim, itme 18, 1 393). AW-@ m e  arialysts (Fiske and Hadeq-, among others) have critiqued 

this namtive preference as "kdic" and authoritixiq k is not i_&eren?!y tln.u-n&y. To Lhe extent hat it is 

successful in using this appr-4 BCTV firlfills its claim to valid representation, despite the suppression of 

information about environmentalists revealed in the analysis of Reference. On the other hand, this account 

relies heavily on the appeal to ethos, and by this standard, its claims to valid representation do not hold up. 

The CBC on the other hand is orpanised around the different principles of logical categories, 

revealed by its use of Argument, and the use of Level 3 evidence in Explanations. Lists, and list-like 

passages have a logic of their own. As quoted earlier, %hi& says "some categories may even have 

members whose qualities justifL their inclusion in the category independent of an observer's subjective view 

of those qualities" (307). That is, categories can have an internal logic which is both implied and entailed by 

invoking the category in the fim piace. 

One of the logical categories implied by gathering reactions to the decision in Segment I ,  is people 

in the forest industry with decision-making responsibility. They are not represented there, nor in Segment 2, 

where they are at least implicitly among the people who live and work in Clayoquot Sound. There is no 

such representation in the other two days the story was covered either. To this extent, the CBC does not 

firlfill the m-terion of balanced coverage implied by the use of this form, nor its appeal to logos. 

Tihe different ideological paitem identified here are not the result of explicit instructions to the 

news staff- They are the result of complex factors not dl of which can be identified. And yet the different 

factors affecting the production of each account do have a bearing on the end product. Object-centered 

forms such as argument require more advance planning, more production, and mote post-production editing 

time as well. Speaker-centered forms such as narrative and explanation are less costly and easier to produce. 

They require less pfanning and less production, As noted in Chapter 2, audiences prefer them despite their 

pindustry stance, indicated directly by their negative portrayal ofthe NDP governmen6 indirectly by 

their oblique or non-existent ref- to envir~~l~ntat 'sts.  

3.5 Conclusion 
Newscasts do not typically make extended anzlyses nor do they usually make normative claims 

abord controversial issuesissues Despite this, the two acaunts represented here do make different implicit and 



competing claims to be valid representations of events. This is a result of an innate function of lanpage. 

Before speakers begin to assemble wards irto phrases, or phrases into clauses, they are already operating 

w3fhin the confines of a genre, and already speaking &om a certain perspective or focus. That is, they have 

Motives. These motives are deeply embedded, not articulated in words and their presence is not self-evident 

in the clause structure. Just as phonology does not describe syntax, syntax does not describe semantics. 

Motives can only &e detected in .symbolic organisation, not single clauses. Because they function on the 

symbolic plane, they are elusive and difficult to pin down. The semantic unit of the passage is the crucible 

where grammar is blended with rhetoric, where linguistic organisation becomes symbolic organisation, and 

where the action performed is symbolic as well. 

Passage units can be identified by analysing thematisation, reference, and conjunction. 

l%em*isa:ioir orgmises notin p i s ~ 3  ai verb processes syntacticalIy. Charactefistically, newscasts use 

emphatic marked or reactivated h m e s  to ensure viewers follow the rapid topic shifts. 

Cohesion is produced internally by reference and conjunction. Within passages, reference becomes 

increasingly familiar and abbreviared. At the boundaries, passages are marked not only by thematisation, 

but by the use of generalised or abstract references. This usage is typical not just of newscasts, but of public 

discourses generalfy. its use requires txainiig and practice, and it is associated with speakers of high status. 

E&Omatly, a stable system of references contributes to the cohesion of the entire account. Disjunctures, 

such as that represented by BCm's ambiguous references to environmentalists are rhetorically significant, 

and may indicate deliberate mystification. 

Conjunction contributes to cohesion within the passage by establishing logical relations between 

c l a i i .  Typically newscasts prefer implicit conjunction, perhaps because they cannot make explicit claims, 

but this may also be a feature of other discourse types as well. Usually the relations can be inferred, 

d e s  they seem to be delibentely flouted, as in the BCTV account again when making claims about 

mv*viitm&F&- 

Exp-rsian is a type of fsmjmc&m which f f f i t = C ? k  withh the clause in much the sarne m y  ?hat 

regufar conjunction fimctions h e m  cliuises. Projection is a type of expansion significant in the newscast, 

as it is tlsed to report the wonis of third parties. In the CBC account, these reported meanings are confirmed 



by Level 3 interviews. QrW does not use as much projection, and reported words m not usually 

confmed. In part this is a stylistic preference: Level 3 speakers on BCTV are muarliy incorpmted into the 

account without a summarising introduction. But also Level 3 speakers are featured less frequently. 

Once passage units are identified, they can be classified according to type. The definition of 

passage types is based on the distinction between Narrative and List fust proposed by Labov and expanded 

by Schiffrin. In addition to these basic categories, these accounts use two additional forms derived from 

them: Arguments and Explanations. Conjunction functions externally in the symbolic organisation of 

passages. Based on the use of conjunction, relational processes and distribution of representation between 

Levels, BCTV prefers speaker-b~sed forms of Narrative and Explanation (2 Narratives, 8 Explanations out 

of 12 passages). This preference is an Agentive bias in Burkean terms. The BCTV preference for Agent- 

based terms can be seen not only in the use of narrative and explanation, but also in the tropes used to 

characterise the government as an entity, exactly as Burke predicts such discourses will do--the introductory 

statement The provincial government is taking it on the chin, metonymically represents the government as 

Wig on the losing side of a fight, for example. 

The CBC account, on the other hand attempts to avoid such individualist explanations, taking a 

more issues oriented approach to this story. Passages are divided almost evenly between Argument and 

Explanation (6 and 5 respectively). This is a Scenic bias, predicted by the use of adversative conjunctions, 

Mental and Verbal processes, and the proportionate distribution of words--Level 3 has more than Levels 

1&2 combined. Both grammatically and rhetorically it embodies a materialist world view, in which the 

whole is emphasised over the parts. 

Based on this analysis, these accounts are constructed according to different criteria of value. If, 

following Habermas, we want to establish a "perspective from which competing normative claims can be 

fairly and impartially adjucated" (McCarthy viii) titen these competing claims need to be evaluated on their 

own terms, according to the standards inherent in each of them. 

in their seminal work Remfng Television (I%%), Fiske and Sartiey designiiie icfevisitn news 

bardic, part of the oral tradition and they are critical of the ideological constraints imposed by this emphasis 

OEI the i w t i ~ ~ l .  For those who @er explanations which emphasii the shared social construction of 



human experience, the doctrine of individualism as represented by the BCTV account is associated with 

greed, self~hness, and inaccurate views abu t  the role of the individual in society. But this is not a fair 

standard of adjudication. ft may be that the reason for BCTV's continuing popularity is precisely its use of 

this form which, as Labov says, is able to command "the total attention of an audience" (Labov, cited in 

Sch:hiffi, 285). It is a vivid way of telling a story, but it is also more diEcult to challenge preconceptions 

and expectations embedded in this form. Although in itself this is a valid form, it relies heavily on the 

perspective of the narrator. BCTV's lack of honesty in obscuring the role of environmentalists in this story 

betrays the e h s  required by the form. I: is difficult to weigh the consequences of BCTV's withholding 

information. Decisions may be made on the basis of faulty information, which would not otherwise be 

made. 

n e  qualities of objed iv i~  ard dc??hed obsewation valued by Fiske a d  Hartley, which are 

embodied in the CBC account do allow for consideration of the multiple complex factors which affect 

events. Scenic perspectives are never innate, but always acquired. This is a more difficult form to sustain. 

Arguments are presented to the audience, which is then left to draw its own conclusions. This techiiique 

used by the CBC reflects an attempt at balance and objectivity. In order to validate its normative claims, 

tftough, this form requires fairness. One ofthe shortcomings which has frequently been cited in liberal 

humanist discourse generally is that the method is frequently applied selectively and exclusivelyc The CBC 

fails to apply the standard of himess to representatives of the forest industry. Because it does not 

encompass this interest group, the would-be objective analysis of Scene provided by the CBC freezes. 

Instead of an analytic tool which could assist negotiation, this method becomes an ideological weapon in the 

hands of an interest group. This lack of K i e s s  is evident, and just as the deceptive references to 

environmentatists on BCTV might create m W e n  impressions on which hearers base their actions, the 

perception that CBC coverage is unfair may linger. It seems possible that BCTV even exploits this 

p e p t i o n  among its audience when expressing trepi&irm h u t  the &me. 

When the claims made by these accounts are evaluated on their c?wn terms, it is possible to 

esbbiish the criteria of value used by each, and to evaluate each account according to how well it has 

adhered to its own criteria It is not possible to iden* an ultimate single standard which must be adhered 



to by the whole society. Bnd it is a'rso rmfommtely not p s ib i e  to say that either of these accounts has 

-ntd r-------- :, - "truer" vezsion of eves& &a thp O & ~ C  F e  only !eft wit!! n~uestiwa: *-!s dishonesty "less Y 

worthy" fhan hjusticer'; '*Why do neither of these accounts adhere to their o m  standards?" and nd'How will 

we as a society successfully achieve a means of communication which is accountable to all of us?" 

Finally, it could only be a very uncasual viewer indeed who made these observations about the 

ideological affiliations evident in the structuring modes of these accounts or about the way they act as 

"archives" of western form, as Foucault might say. They are deeply embedded, and even the vocabulary for 

talking about them is in a cloudy and uncertair, stage of development. The evanescent nature of television, 

or even of everyday convetsation, does not lend itself to sustained analysis of this type. Although skilled 

speakers do intuitively exploit these forms prior to any explicit awareness of them, their skills can only be 

enhanced by understanding them, and this is likewise true for less skilled speakers. If freedom comes, as 

M a x  argued, through controlling the means of producrion, then surely language is the most fundamental 

means of production there is, the f o d i g  condition for a11 discourses, the very possibility of meaning 

itself; and learning to control its forms a basic human right. 



Chapter Four: CONCLUSION 
There is one term remaining in Burke's Pentad, which is not covered by any of the foregoing 

analysis, and that is Act: "DramatisticaIly, the basic unit of action would be defined as "the human body in 

conscious or purposive motion." (Grammar 14) And "to study the nature of the term, act, one must select a 

prototype or paradigm of action. This prototpe we find in the conception of a perfect or total act, such as 

the act of "the Creation" (Grammar 66). It is primarily "symbolic action" that Burke is concerned with. 

This term describes a feature of language "outside language." It refers to representation, self-reflexion and 

synthesis. It is the act of reflection which enables the synthesis and assessment of the preceding analysis 

presented below. 

Using the model of Register provided by systemic linguistics, a systematic analysis is produced, 

covering major aspects of English grammar. Comparing two televised Rews accounts of the same story 

reveals similarities which indicate generic conventions it reveals differences which indicate rhetorically 

significant differences in ideological perspectives. The significance of any one linguistic feature to an 

analysis of Register depends on the utterances being compared. Different aspects wil! be emphasised by 

comparing utterances from the same genre than by comparing utterances fiom two different genres. 

Field analyses priiiarily noun and verb phrases, producing a map of semantic content. This content 

is further categorised according to sub-field in the case of noun phrases, and process type in the case of 

verbs. The analysis yields information abut  overlap and difference in the accounts being compared, 

indicating rhetorically significant differences in focus. Although this method does not analyse for 

transitivity relations, as a purely vsternic analysis would, awareness of these relations is necessary to 

class@ verbs. 

Tenor examines verb phrases for Mood and Tense, to determine the position of the speaker with 

regard to Both topic and hearer. Possibly because the texts examined are in the same genre, the classes of 

process types contak rhetorically significant information about the positive and negative tenns construed by 

each account. Tern  also offers important information about speaker attitude, although again this could be 

due to tfie nature ofthe texts under consideration. 



,'Mode locks at s t m c ~ l  f a t  which contribute to s)mbolic: organisation. from this. an 

assessment of the symbolic action. or the cfaims established by each account can be made. Typically in 

systemic linguistics. this consists of anafysing Theme and Rheme, or subjectjpredicate relations. Because of 

the disjointed nature of the texts being compared, no extended thematic patterns emerged. A bridging unit 

between the clause and the story* designated "passage," was needed. The analysis of theme and rheme is 

supplemented by an examination of cohesive ties as realised by reference and conjunction. 

Passage boundaries in these texts are characteristically identified by emphatic use of thematisation 

(usually accompanied by visual shifts of focus), and generalised or abstract propositions in which already 

Given entities are combined with New ones to move the account forward. This use of generalisation and 

abstraction to introduce topics is a feature of public discourses generally. 

Internally, cohesion is maintained by frequent, increasingly familiar references to entities; by 

conjunction between clauses, and by expansion within them. Typically, conjunctive relations are implicit, 

and although this may be a genre-specific trait, it may a h  be typical of a wide range of unerances, 

inciuding every-day conversations. Differences in the use of expansion alsc. suggest different organisational 

preferences. 

Extemaliy, cohesive relations are maintained throughout the text by a stable system of reference to 

entities, which can be examined for their life-span: some endure through the entire account, some through a 

single segment, and some are passage-specific. 

Once the passage units are identified, they can be categorised, based on a distinction between 

Narrative and List, and two derived forms-Argument and Explanation. Conjunction contributes externally 

to the cohesion of the passage by sy-mbolicaliy organising the hierarchised or logical relations within it. 

Some aspects of earlier categories an also important in passage organisation: process type is again 

significant, as is tense. Specific features ofthe classes yielded by this ana1ysis may be typical of the genre, 

although there are also generically rer:ognMle dtaracteristics in each type. 

- r ne terms ofthe Pentad can 'm mapped onto these as- of register, io idmi& rhetoricA1~ 

significant features, or symbolic adon. The analysis of Field revealed respectively a pragmatic focus on 

& e n e y , d a ~ f o e t r s o r r ~ ~ . ~ z t n a ~ i s o f T ~ m e a M a n m i n t d r ! o f  



nrpEdarir#r. a m b i d  with t negai~e f- on gove?-imm?. and a positive one on industry, in one account. 

it rev& an anizuOe of confidencee combined w%h a negative foeus on indu~ti)--~ and a positive one on 

rnvir-iun and negotiation, in &e Ottter- The analysis of Mode revealed a preferred patiem of 

qmkdis im in earh axma f h e  uses subjective AgentStased fonns which appeal to ethos, the other 

uses objective Scenic oms which appeal to i q p .  Each of tfiese forms is valid in its own right, and makes 

asrape%& q7nDofk claims w toid&- in tfie c m J e r i m  of power/knowledge. The "worthiness" of the 

specifi claims made by each account ezm be assessed in tarns of how well each has sustained the 

~cquirements imptied by tht: fm- 

The k i  of reflexive o~;nrfEesi Burke implies in his term "Act" occurs when the term of his 

P d  arr: ambind  into he &led tfte. -Was," The f m  t e r n  identiEd in this analysis can be 

neetaphoricalk mapped onto a graph, with the h i m t a f  axis representing the Field, and the vertical the 

Mode. Here we see that BCTV moves in an A@Agenc). plane, the CBC in Seen-. And in their 

Tencw, each of &ern express aaxmpqing Attintdes, BCTV one of trepidation, the C K  one of 

cmfrdence. T k y  can be reprsentgd as equations thus: I(Agency + Agent) * Attint&] and 

f(hpaeScerte) Aaiwde]. The power of this mode1 it tfiat it allows for clarity of comparison, while 

mahtaining cmpterity. 

Burke h-u~t~elf expressed skepticism about die possibility of a method in w%ich Cartesian dualism 

would be eradicated, that the search for "a vocabulary midrsy between "mind" and "body" would not be 

mccesdhir -We need nat dare to say sltcfi a vaddary cannot be found. We need only say that, 

wrlrtarewr St saenrs to be f d  you are adnaonishzd to be on the look-out for the covert workings of the 

aah-mdon ambiguizyF ( G r f t ~ ~ t ~ ~ s  239). Howevers if k does not provide that midway vocabulary, the 

corabErPed gaminatkid d rimarid arvdhrgk presensed here can at leas? offer a bridge over the split. A11 

clrw~nradebyspeakers,fiomthetenmof~t:ference,theacti~~theyconstrue,tIreway&ey 

~ 1 1 6 c 8 3 s c b q d t e i r h c a m s .  aedrheirabiandtbe way they combine wcuds to form ideasand 

m~zrndaae~of;~setsofideas~the~4wheSfrerspeakersare 

~ 0 f M o r n o t U R r i E e . t h e  ~ h e r e i s ~ e , i t t m s ~ a l . T h e t a t e g O r i e s o f  



Burke's Pentad may not be the only ones, or the right ones, but the outlines of a possible approach are 

emerging. 

Finally, as Bakhtin said, discolrrses are infinitely permeable, and hence dificult to detine. 

Structural theories such as this one are fiequently criticised for imposing closure, as genre theory is for 

offering a set of prescriptive rules. As this analysis shows, although there are and have always been strong 

constraints on speakers at every linguistic level, there is a great deal of flexibility as well. Structural 

anaiyses do not in themselves produce these constraints, and it may be they even serve to liberate speakers 

&om some of them. If as Derrida says, the entire system of grammar is presupposed by a single phoneme, 

then it seems quite possible that so too are genres and motives. 

Structural theories do raise the specter of finiteness, however. Our ideas about possibility have 

been shaped since at least the Eniighxnment by the concept of infinity. Yet there is increasing evidence that 

we live in a finite system. The environment is a good example of this. And the environmental movement is a 

good exampfe of the capacity of discourses to transform themselves repeatedly. 

As I see it, given a fnite system, choice is the most valuable "commodity," and it is the aim of 

critical pedagogy to ensure that individuals are given maximum opportunity to render into conscious 

awareness-i.e. "choicen-the selections and forms of representation they inevitably use on any given 

occasion. Knowledge of the practical workings of language, and an understanding of its use in symbolic 

signification, or what is sometimes called the politics of representation is vital. I have tried to avoid singular 

tndhs, to avoid viewing m e  mediaw as a monolithic discourse of authority which can be debunked by those 

who stand %&siden the system. There is no "outside," there are only the multiple purposes to which our 

language can be bent by speakers. In its capacity to be endlessly reshaped, I think the social world is like 

Steven Hawking's deiinition of a sphere: "finite but unbounded." Blake was wrong. When the doors of 

percepGon are cleansed, we do not see "the infinite which was hid," but at least we can see unbounded 

pssibi1Ity. 



APPENDIX A: CBC 



CBC: Ctayquot Sound 
Word count: 

Level 1-160 
Level 2-488 
Level 3-893 

Total words-1511 

Speaker 

John Gibb 
Level 1 

Gibb 
Level I 

Gibb 
Level I 

Paul George, 
WCWC 

Steve Hauser 
Level 2 

Mike Harcourt 

wae 
Hmw 
Premier, B.C. 

Line 1 Visual 

Elt~?;rftt~mental Groups are still smarting tonight, 
smarting over yesterday's announcement by the N ' P  
government to allow logging in Clayoquot Sound. 
One group calk the decision stupid and others 
wonder ifthere's any point in participating in the 
CORE process. 
CORE stands for Commission on Resources and the 
Environment. 

9 1 The Commission is frying to reach a consensus on 
i 

10 i rhe besf way to w e  and protect other valuable land 
11 / resources, but some environmentalists say CORE 
I2 I has been now tainted by the Clayoyuot decision. 
13 1 It was stupid decision and it was a wrong decision 
14 / and they'd better reverse it or else this is gonna be 
15 I short term government. 

16 1 Paul George of the WCWC doesn't mince words. 
17 1 He. says the decision to turn two thirds of the 
18 ' Clayoquot Sound rain forest into this i 19 I Is asinine. 
20 i This government had the courage to make the right 
21 1 land use decision. 

22 / But Premier Harcourt defends the decision to 
23 1 allow continued togging in the Cfayoquot. 
24 1 The people who take extreme positions of either 
25 ' fog it aff or preserve it all are not gonna be 
26 1 happy his decision. 
27 1 They're expressing that unhappiness. 
28 But for the vast majority of British 
29 Columbians, Honourable Speaker, this was 
30 the right balance of land use decision. 

J o h ~  Gibb 

Paul George 

Clayoquot 
Sound 

Mike Harcourt 

Legisla- 
ture 

Mike Harcourt 



%user Lev 2 

and 
Lioe 

3 I 
- 

iVeH, uhh, this is not a balanced decision. 

Vicki Husband of the Sierra Club of Western 
Canada says the Clayoquot decision was a sellout 
to the togging companies. 
No government; stands up to the industry, and 
in an industry iike MacMillan Bloedel, 

that threatens tihe government with very 
'C4L high compensation eosis i r  L I L ~ ~  protect 

any old growth forest, uhh, 
i;" p i n g  to scare government. 
Vast stretches of the Clayoquot have already 
been dear-cu.r - hiiisides scarred beyond 

repair, valleys stripped. Environmentalists 
wanted to protect the remaining forest, 
partly for its natural beauty, partly for the bio- 
diversit?; found in old growth forests. The 
gftvcrnmerrt says it will protect 113 of the forest 
and will save scenic corridors and coast line 
vistas, But Vicki Husband says one example of 
where that's absurd is Flores Island 
Ffores Island is a mountainous island, and when you 
00 by it's the mountains that strike you, and a few a 

trees dong the shoreline. To save a couple of trees 
abng  the shoreline and, uhh, log those mountains is 
not going to protect the scenic values of Clayoquot 
Sound. 
Husband says the Sierra Club is reconsidering its 
parricipation in the CORE process. 
The Commission on Resources and the 
Environment was set up by the government. 
Commissioner, Steven Owen is supposed to come 
up with soiutions on how to divvy up valuable 
land, to find a balance between protecting jobs 
and protecting the environment. 
Owen says there" s o  point in boycotting CORE. 

Vicky 
Husband 

Deforested 
mountain 

Beach 

Husband & 
Photo of 
Flores Island 

Press 
conference 

Steven Owen 



TABLE A1 TRANSCRIPT CON'T 

Pas Speaker 
Steven 
Owen, 
CORE 

George T 
Level 2 

Level I 

I 

imnd 

Line 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
71 
72 
73 
74 

Well they're gonna miss out on the opportunity to 
have an impact on the decision. 
But if a sector, whether it's environmental or 
industry or labour or recreation or fishing, felt 

that they were disadvantaged by the Clayoquot 
decision of government, umm, the way that 
they can have that concern addressed is by 
coming to the regional table and making sure 
that any imbalance that they see in thar decision 
is corrected on a regional basis. 
It was a very sad, if not a shameful day, for the 
CORE process yesterday. 
But the Sierra Club is still reviewing whether it 

Husband 

Paul 
will stay in the process or not. The Western George 
Canada Wilderness Committee has already 
decided it wants no part. 
f don't have any respect for him at all. I think Paul 
he sold out his credibility and he's trading on ( George 
that now and the CORE process for Vancouver 
Island, maybe some groups, some environmental 
goups, will participate, but I think, uhh, a lot 
won't participte stnd It will be just mothst 
one of these whitewash jobs. 
Steven Owen has called a special meeting for I Owen 
CORE participants on Friday. He wants to assess 1 
how many intend to stay in the process and how 
many are so upset about the Clayoquot decision, 
they're dropping out. Steve Hauser, CBC News, 
Victoria. 
The government's decision, of course will have the John Gibb 
biggest impact on the people who live and work in 
Clqoquot Sound. And as we've seen, 
environmentalists are appalled and plan to fight on a 

& Graphic 
of C.S. 

vrumber ofjhnts. 
.For the loggers the de~ikion ends months of 
uncertainty, and for that they are grateful. Here's the 
reaction from some loggers as they slarted to work 
this murning at MacMillm Bloedel's Kennedy Lake 
Division at Ucluelet. 



TABLE A.l TRANSCRIPT CON'T 
CBC 

P 
Cbyoquot 

Sgea ker 

Logger # 1 

Ian Gill Level 

Logger # I 

Logger #2 

Gill, Level 3 

Logger #2 

Logger #3 

Gifl, Level 3 

Logger #3 

Gill, Level 3 

Logger #3 

Clive 
Pemberton, 
MP 
Chairman, 
IWA 

Bob Rogers, 
Mawer, 
Kmedy Lake 
Division 

rusd 

Line 
*At -  

1 U3 

106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
11 1 
112 

Morning. I wonder what you think of this 
decision the government made yesterday at 
C fayoquot Sound. 
Well at least he finally made a decision. He's been 
sittin on his butt for about four months or five 
months and did nothing and at least he finally got a 
decision. Whether it's good, bad or indifferent 
remains to be seen. 

1 13 You think you'll stay employed'? I I 

Visual 

Kennedy Lake 

Logger # 1 

120 So are you pretty happy? 
12 1 Weli, y'how, I 'nope that we don't have any 
122 confrontations but, you know, I guess that, uhh, it's 
123 the best of both worlds. 
124 Well it was, uhh, I guess it was in our favour, 
125 yeah. 
126 You happy about that? 
127 Well I, hopefully I still have a job for the next coupla 
128 years. Why? Does that bother you? 
129 No, not at all. 
130 f Seems to bother a lot of ueoule. doesn't it? 

114 Who knows? Who knows? We don't know all of the 
1 15 final details of it. 
116 It's what should've been done in the first place. It's 
1 17 . been a iot of waiting around for the decision. A lot of t 1 18 

wasted time, wasted money on studies and what have 
119 you. 

Logger M 

Logger#* 

Logger #3 

13 1 We're not going to be working anywhere near 
132 I traditional levels, and jknow, our 

employment's down fi-om 145 a coupla years ago, 
down to 63 today. 

Clive 
Pemberton 

135 Well, from a Kennedy Lake point of view, it's 
136 positive to have a decision and y'know, get rid of the 
I37 lincerbhty that's been there. We now know the land 
138 base that we have to work withii and that's the most 
139 critical thing. - 

Bob Rogers 



I Speaker ! ~ i n e  

Gill 
Level 2 

David 
Laroche, 
Clayoquot 
Biosphere 
Project 

I64 
Gill 
Level 2 

165 
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Yesterday's decision will open up virgin 
territory to logging, but first the industry 
has to build roads into the area. That 

won't happen for a few weeks, but when 
if does there'll be a fight. It's true that 113 
of the area of Clayoquot Sound has been 
preserved but environmentalists say 
that what that translates into in terms of the 
forests themselves, is that the industry still 
gets to log about 75% of the trees. And 
environmentalists sav that's iust too much. 
One of the first places ~ a c ~ i l l a n  Bloedel will 
attempt to log is the Clayoquot Vallley, It's 
untouched right now but the company is poised 
to log its upper reaches. That will put paid to a 
research project taking place in the lower 
valley, 
We don't know very much about the resources 
in our own rain forest. We seem to be a lot 

better at preaching to other countries about 
what they should do with their rain forest, 
but not nearly as good as practicing those 
things here at home. Bio-diversity is something 
apparently for other people, not here. I think it's 
tragic. 
So does tourism operator, Dorothy Baert, who is 
reeling from the decision. 
They're giving it away. They're gonna open it 
up. It's just extraordinary. It's unbelievable to 
me. I just can't fathom what they could be 
thinking of. . . I know that, although I've not actively 
participated in blockades, there is 
an area thafs been promised tn the fogging 
companies and that is the Sidney River Inlet, 
*I--& :rT war 11 1 have any way 40 put myself in front 
of a vehicle or, uhh, logging machinery, 1 would 

ViSisiEi: 

[an Gill in 
h n t  of 
Forested 
aountain and 
beach 

Clayoquot 
Valley 

David Laroche 

Dorothy 
Baert 

Dorotby 
Baert 
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In  fact, there'll be a lot of laying down on roads 
this summer. At a meeting last night of the 
Friends of Clayoquot Sound, plans were being 
made to defy the government's decision. 
We know that every plan of action that we 
take is gonna have to be really well 
coordinated because we don't need fringe 
people coming in and making it any more difficult 
than it's alreadv been. 

Gill 
Level 2 

Gill, Level 3 

Logger # 1 

Logger #4 

Logger #3 

186 Back a t  Kennedy Lake, workers are bracing for 
187 another difficult season. 
188 Whaddya think it's gonna be like out on the roads 
189 1 this wwmer? The environmentalists are. . 
190 1 Idiotic. Idiotic. The same as it was last year. 
19 1 1 Oh, that's just normal. It's just gonna keep 
192 happening, yep. 
193 I can't understand why a small group of social 
194 parasites can actually try and keep us from working, 
195 you know? Like they contribute nothing to the 
196 community except maybe uhh, some local colour, 
197 shall we say? 

~ogger  # I  198 
13 Gin 

Level 2 
199 
200 
201 
202 
203 

Should put em in jail. Or worse. 
Mike Harcourt said yesterday, all outstanding 
land use questions in Clayoquot Sound have been 
resolved. We11 - they haven't. 
For the CBC Evening News, I'm Ian Gill in 
Clavoauot Sound 

Visual 
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Logger #I  

Logger #4 

Logger #3 

Logger # 1 

Kennedy 
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TABLE A.3 PROCESSES 
CBC Clayoquot Sound 
3.1, MATERIAL PROCESSES 

Levels 1&2 Level 3 - 
to allow logging 
in participating in 
is trying to reach 
to use and protect 
has been tainted by 
to turn 
to allow continued logging 
have already been clear-cut 
scarred 
stripped 
found in 
will protect 
will save 
is set up by 
is supposed to come up wirh 
to divvy up 
to find 
protecting 
protecting 
boycotting 
is still reviewing 
will stay in or not 
are dropping out 
live and work 
plan to fight 
ends 
started to work 
wifl open up 
has to build 
won't happen 
does [happen] 
has been preserved 
gets to log 
wit1 attempt to log 
is puked to log 
will put paid to 
taking place 
does 
Iaying down 
were being made to de@ 
are bracing for 
have been resolved 
haven't [been resoIv@ 

had better reverse 
to make 
take 
log 
preserve 
stands up to 
threatens 
protect 
go by 
to save 
is not going to protect 
1% 
were disadvantaged 
addresses 
coming to 
is corrected 
sold out 
is trading 
will participate 
won't participate 
has been sitting 
made. . . about 
got 
will stay employed 
should have been done 
waiting around 
doesn't 
are not going to be working 
get rid of 
have to work within 
preaching to 
should do with 
practicing 
are giving. . away 
gonna open it up 
not participated in 
to put 
would do 
take 
is gonna have to be coordinated 
coming in 
making 
is gonna keep happening 
try and keep 
working 
contribute 

198 should put 
Tatai: 43 Total: 46 



TABLE A.3 PROCESSES CON'T 
CBC Clayoquot Sound 

3.2. h4ENTAL PROCESSES 
Levels 1 & 2 Level 3 

1 are still smarting 25 are not goraa be happy 
2 smarting 39 is going to scare 

44 wanted to protect 52 strike 
57 is reconsidering 69 felt 
80 has atready decided 73 making sure 
81 wants no 74 see 
90 wants to assess 82 &ink 
9 1 intend to stay in 86 think 
92 are so upset at 105 wonder 
97 have seen 105 think 
98 are appalled 1 12 remains to be seen 

165 b reeling 113 &ink 
1 14 knows 
314 knows 
114 don'tknow 
-* irO are happy 
121 hope 
122 guess 
124 guess 
126 are happy 
128 does bother 
130 seems to bother 
132 know 
137 know 
157 don't know 
163 think 
i 68 is unbelievable 
169 can't fathom 
169 could be thinking of 
170 know 
181 know 
183 don? want 
188 do think 
193 can't rmde~srand 

Total: 12 Total: 34 







TABLE A.4 CIRCUMSTANCES 
CBC: CIayoquot Sound 

LEVELS 1&2 
2 by the NDP government 
4 in Clayoquot sound 
18 Into this 
23 in the Clayoquot 
34 to the logging companies 
46 in all old-growth forests 
99 on a number of fionts 
102 from some loggers 
t 03 at MacMillan Btoede17s Kennedy 

take Division 
104 at Ucluelet 
i41 to logging 
142 into the area 
155 in the lower valley 
178 At a meeting 
186 Back at Kennedy Lake 
2GO in Ctayoquot Sound 
Total 16 
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APPENDIX B: BCTV 



TABLE B.l TRANSCRIPT 

Ward Count: 
18% 

i k e g  2-520 
40% 

j Total Words-1242 
- 

Pas Speaker 

Pamela Martin 
LEVEL I 

Martin 
Level I 

P a l  George, 
WCWC 

Line 
I 
3 - 
3 
2 

4 - 
3 

6 
7 
/ 

8 
9 

10 
Ii 
12 
13 
14 - 
15 
16 
17 

1 Visual 
1 

Good evening. The provincial government is Pamela Martin 

faking it on the chin9orn just about every I with Back- 
ground: Photo 

directit; ;mite. 1:s decision to make nearly of C.S. 

I 

fiaffuf Clayoquot Sound available for some 
form oflogging is in for heavy criticism. 
Envimnmentalists are angry that too much 
bggr'i?g will be aihwed and people in the foresf 
indzatly are complaining that not enough logging 
wiif be allowed, and hundreds ofjobs will be lost. 
There is evenJlackflying#om the United States. 
Xbere, Robert Kennedy Jr., son of the late Bobby 
Kennedf-1, is saying that once the old growth trees 
in Clayoqziot are cut, an irreplaceable ecosystem 

will be destroved. 
In Vancouver to& there was thesfkt protest in 
what prontises to be a long, hut summer and Clem 
Chopple reports. 
The first orgaaised protest against the CIayoquot 
decision was a tame aflair. Picketing of an 
industry organization called the Forest Alliance. 
The warnings are for more serious events to 
came. 
Well it's gonna be valley by valley we're gonna 
fight for Clayoquot Sound. We're gonna have our 
cameras up there obsenring the clear-cut 
fogging. We're gonna, y'know, take it to the 
public, take it to everybody on Vancouver 
Island. So the war isn't over. To save the area. 
f 1's just begun. 

Unidenti-fled 
Picketers 

Paul George 



Ctem Chapple 
Level 2 

Chappk 
Level 2 

Chappk 
Level 2 

Jack 
weisg* SC 
MLA, Pace 
fiver South 

Mike 
Man:- 
** B.C. 

Visual 

Forested 
mountain & 
Press 
conference 

liPT CON'T 
ayoquot Sound 
T :-a i 

Computer- 
generated 
map 

L l b l G  

30 
31 
32 
33 
34 

Legisla-ture: 
Jack 
Weisgerber 

Opponents of the Clayoquot decision want far 
more than what Premier Marcourt announced on 
Tuesday. The decision protects some logging and 
protects some wilderness and allows negotiation 
between the two. 

Mike Harcourt 

Linda Reid 

35 
36 
37 

Ciayoquot Sound is an area on the west coast of 
Vancouver Island comprising three hundred and 
fifty thousand hectares of spectacular land and 

38 1 seascape. 
39 Under the new plan, thirty-three per cent of the 
40 CIayoquot Sound forest will be permanently 

t 41 protected against logging. Forty-five per cent of I 42 . the area will stay with its curre~t status for 
43 1 conventional logging as a working forest. Another 
44 f seventeen per cent, mostly the immediate coastal 
45 / terrain, will be called special management, 
46 1 meaning mired use, which iocludes some logging. 
47 ! In order to publicize the decision, the government 
48 1 ferried four helicopters full of journalists into 
49 1 Clayoquot Sound for the announcement. This 
50 1 thirty thousand dollar event seems to be more 
51 1 controversiat among politicians than the decision 
52 j itself. 
53 Yesterday's government junket to Tofino for 
54 i propaganda cost taxpayers, cost taxpayers 

i 
55 i thousands of dollars. Mow can he possibly 
56 1 justify that expense? 
5'7 r And f can say, Honourable Speaker, that it was 

I 

5 8 / wry important that there be a technical 
59 ] briefing. &the members of the media who ahh, 
60 1 before the announcement went, went through all of 
6 1 j Cla3-quot Sound and wee able to see, ahh, with 
L? 2 4L-L- A*-?- --*a- 

Vt I tTiGU U%%ll FJCS. . . 
63 ( I asked and I will ask again the cost of taking 
64 ' those individuals yesterday. Because my feeling 
65 
66 

is that you've not prcvided the numbers to this 
house. 



TABLE 8.1 TRANSCRIPT CON'T 
Clavoauot Sound 

Speaker 

Mike Harcourt 

Clem Chappfe 
Level 2 

Pamela Martin 
Level I 

Brian 
Coxburn 
Lewd 2 

I'd like to know the position of the Liberal P'uty. 
Ahh. do they want the media to be able to see first 
hand? Would they. would they, lvould they ahh, 
would they ahh, lvould they h a ~ x  said, "No, we don't 
tvant members of the media to inform the public of 
the facts."? 
The Clayoquot decision may not be popular 
with everyone, but it appears Premier 
Rarcourt and his government are feeling 
comfortable today. A contrast from the 
extreme discomfort they felt two weeks ago 
fottowing their provincial budget. A tremendous 
amount of time and effort bas bees spent decidiag 
on this compromise, and it seems unlikely there 
will be any backing down despite the inevitable 
protests, bIocbdes, international media 
cannpaigm and other attempts to change it. 
The head ofthe IWA in Canada says the 
Clayoquot decision will cost hzindreds of forestry 
jobs. Yes halfof the area will be open to 
fogging bzir there are restrictions on that logging. 
W77ar does that mean? A ban on large-scale clear- 
crrfting and the increasing use of so-called 
alterative logging methods. Brim Coxburn has 
more. 
-- -- - -- 

By setting aside a tbfrd of Clayoquot Sound, the 
federal and provincial governments will lose 
twenty million dotfars in revenue each year, 
forever. It comes from stumpage and taxes 
collected from forest workers. 
About a thousand forest jobs, and related 
employment wilt also be lost, meaning about forty 
$e fifq million Oolffars ZE wages woii't be paid @tit 
in 1434238 communities, a problem the federal 
government has bqan to address. 

Visirs! 

Mike Harcourt 

Clem Chappie 
in book-lined 
study 

Pamela Martin 

Forested 
valley 

Lumber Mill 



TABLE 5.1 TRANSCRIPT CON'T 
B€Xlvr: 

~ichae i  
Wilson, Cons., 
Federal 
Minister for 
Industry and 
Trade 

Cox burn 
Level 2 

Frank Oberle, 
Cons., Federal 
Minister of 

NDP, B.C. 
f Minister of 

syoquot Sound 

Line / 
I 

102 1 We've recently increased funding for active 
103 1 labour forest development purposes by three 
104 hundred million dollars, to two point two 
105 billion dollars in 1 993. And this funding will I 
106 1 provide the special skills upgrading services for 
107 1 workers who lose their jobs after long-term 

109 1 The forest industry and future logging 
practices in B. 6. was the issue when federal 
ministers met with the Forest Advisory sector 

112 / vesterdav. 
1 i 3  1 In terms of sustainable development, 
1 14 1 biodiversity, and, and, so on, we are the 
? ? Z  ! ciisiodians of ten per cent of tne planet's forests. 
116 l t 3  I So this is a very, very heavy obligation that 
117 1 we have. 
118 ( In Clayoquot, new regulations will insist on 
119 alternative logging methods to protect the I 120 awironment. A fighter foot on the forest is the 
121 / goal. 
122 / As ahh, timber supplies are constrained, people 
123 1 are looking at timber that used to be inaccessible 
124 / and trying to devise new ways to access that 
125 / in a, in an environmentally friendly way. So 
126 / there has been, I thirk, a reasonably amount 
127 1 of change in, in B. C., particularly on the 
128 1 helicopter side. 
129 / The environment is better protected because of heli- 
130 1 logging. There are no skid trails or roads leading into 
13 1 / logging areas. 

I 

132 i Lmk for more of this in Clayoquot. Heii-logging 
133 is the quickest of the environmentally friendly 
134 1 ways to pull the big trees out. And when the price 
135 1 offamber is high and in short supply, it's the 
136 1 method of choice. But it's cost intensive and 
137 / provides fewer jobs. 
138 1 And a yetuntried method maybe another way to 

Visual 

Michael 
Wilson 

Forest 
Aitiance 
Sector 
meeting 

Frank Oberle 

Small clear- 
cut 

Dan Miller 

Helifor 
Industries 
video 

Heii-logging 



TABLE B.1 TRANSCRIPT CON'T 

Pas - Speaker 

Paul Alton, 
Innovative 
Technologies 

Brian 
Coxburn 
Level 2 

Paul Ahon 

Brian Coxburn 

Paul Alton 

yoq uo 

t i n e  
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
143 
145 
146 
147 
148 
1 49 
150 
151 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
161 
1 62 

. - - - - - - - 

It's ahh, pound fur pound ten times stronger 
than steel cable. And ahh, this is where the 
cost reductions in our type of harvesting will 
come in, and then we're gonna have a helium 
dirigible attached to a sky-car, a sky which, 
and ahh, then we'll have the ability to 
actually extract the stem without it even 
hitting the ground. 
Paul Alton has been trying for five years to 
get his idea off the ground. He says he'll be 
able to systematically lift sections of B.C.'s biggest 
trees out without the need for roads. 
He'll use a big radio-controlled helium balloon 
attached to his super-strong, American made 
fibre cable. It's a labor-intensive system that 
has been endorsed by groups from the WorId 
Wildlife Fund, forestry companies, and several 
environmental groups. But launch it, he 
needs government help. 
You need a test track to ahh, prove it out, so . . 
.fntrducing technology requires research 
and development hnding and that's the bottom 
line, and ahh, to this point in time, we haven't 
gotten any. So. 
Are you asking for a band-out? 
We're not asking for a hand-out. 
Logs from the Clayoquot are  big and worth a lot 
of money. And the ways of getting them out may 
be different than the traditional ioggiog methods 
we know. 

Visual 

Paul Alton, 
with steel 
;able 

Paul Alton 

Lumber mill 
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3.1, MATERIAL PROCESSES 
: Levels I & t  Level 3 
I is taking 23 are gonna fight 
4 to make available 24 are gonna have 
6 Mi be allowed 25 observing 
8 wifi be allowed 26 are gonna take it to 
9 wilt be lost 27 take it to 

10 flying from 28 tosave 
13 arecut 29 has just begun 
14  illb be destroyed 54 cost 
22 to come 60 went through 
32 protects 60 raking 
33 protects 6 1 were able to see 
33 aflow 64 have not provided 
39 will be protected 68 want 
4 t will stay with 68 to be able to see 
46 to publicize 71 don't want 
77 fotlo~ing =- 

i UL have increased 
79 h a  been spent t 05 will provide 
81 backing down 107 fm 
83 to change 122 are constrained 
85 will cost I23 are looking 
86 will k open to logging 124 trying to find 
89 increasing use of 124 to access 
9 f has more 129 is protected 
92 setting aside 131 hadinginto 
93 will lose 132 look for 
95 comes from 134 topullout 
rUT. -.aS--*-A 
N CVIICLICU $37 ~ o *  
98 wit1 be lost 338 togo 
99 won't be paid out 141 will come in 

101 hasbeguntoaddress 143 a l t d d  
I f l  ~ m t ~ i t h  144  ioeSii%S 
119 to pmtect 146 himhg 
147 h;tsi?eentryingtoget 158 to prove 
149 will be able to lift 159 ~ ~ i n g  
151 would use 16 I haven't gotteo 
if2 artached to 
156 to launch 
166 ofgetting 
f f l  ti&*- 

Total: 39 Total: 35 



TABLE 8.3 PROCESSES CON? 
rn Clayoquot Sound 
3-2. MENTAL PROCESSES 

b e t s  1 &2 Level 3 
U) sfant farmore 57 would like to h o w  
75 are feeling 55 canjusti@ 
77 felt 158 need 
79 deciding 159 requires 

157 ne& 
TOM: 5 Tobf: 3 

3-3. VERBAL PROCESSES 
Levek i&2 k e l 3  

7 me compiaink1g 57 cansay 
E2 is saying 63 asked 
17 reports 63 wiii ask again 
31 a n n o d  69 would have said 

84 Says 72 to infm 
-+- :-- ~ i i  U S ~ $  0ii 6 3  ~ST &kg f i ~  

I48 says 164 not asking for 
I54 I.Msbeenendorsedby 

Totaf: 8 Totat: 7 



TABLE 8.3 PROCESSES CON7 



TABLE 8.4 CIRCUMSTANCES 
BCTV: Clayoquot Sound 

LEVELS 1&2 
on the chin 
from just about every direction 
tonite 
1 n Vancouver 
today 
on Tuesday 
Under the new plan 
for conventional logging 
as a working forest 
mostly the immediate terrain 
In order to publicise the decision 
into Ciayoquot Sound 
for the announcement 
among politicians 
today 
two weeks ago 
Bj; serting aside ii3 of 
Clayoquot Sound 
each year 
forever 
also 
about 40 to 50 million dollars in 
wages 
in local communities 

1 1 8 in Clayoquot 
Total 23 
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