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ABSTRACT 

\ 

A s  t h e  G r e a t  War ' e n d e d  C a n a d a ' s *  r e t u r n i n g  , s o l d i e r s  . h a d  \ e 

7 .  \ 

h i g h  h o p e s  f o r  s o c i a l  change . -  Many e n v . i s i o n e d  a  , u n i t e d  
C ' \ 

ve t e r a n s l  movement, c a l l i n g  o n  t h e  F e d e r a l  Government  t o '  \ 

r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  economy i n  o r d e r L  t o  serve t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e - m a n y  - 
t 

r a t h e r  t h h  t h e  'interests o f  t h e  few. The d r e a m  q u i c k l y  f a d e d  
\ '  

a s  v e t e r a n s  f a c e d  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t r i k e s  o f  1919  a n d  t h e  . I 

unemployment  c r i s i s  of 1920-1922.  Meanwhi le  ' t h e  economy 

c o n t i n u e d  ''on i t s  f a m i l i a r  bobm a n d  b u s t  c o u r s e ,  o f f e r i n g  i t2 
\ I 

l r n f o r t u n a t e  human v i c t i m s  0 . ~ 1 ~  - t h e  b a r e s t  minumum o f  s o c i a l  

programmes.  T h i s  t h e s i s  d e s c r i b e s  t h o s e  v e  t e r a n s l  g r o u p s  

a c t i v e  i n  ~ a n c o u 8 k r  d u r i n ~ t h e  1919-1922 p e r i o d .  The f o c u s  i s  

o n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  e a r l y  v e t e r a n s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  t h k i r  

i n i e r a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l a b o u r  movement. Among o t h e r  s o u r c e s ; '  t h e  

s t u d y  r e l i e s  o n  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  o f f i c i a l  d o c u m e n t s  o f  t h e  

a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  a n d  newspapers . ,  

Re t u r n e d  s e r v i c e m e n  were f a r  Yrom . u n i t e d .  The l a r g e s t '  

V a n c o u v e r  g r o u p ,  t h e  G r e a t  War V e t e r a n s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  was 

-- 
~~-3iny- o n e  of  many' o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  S e v e r a l  l a r g e  p r o - l a b o u r  

A - 

v e t e r a n s r  g r g u p s  w e r e  a l s o  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  c i t y .  The GWVA, 

c o n t r o l l e d  by' a & n s e r v a t  iva f a c t  i o n ,  o p p o s e d  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  I 

Gene'ral  S t r i k e .  O t h e r  g r o u p s  s u p p o r t e d  it'. Most o f  t h e  r a n k  

a n d  f i l e  seem t o  h a v e  beem a m b i v a l e n t .  A f t e r  t h e  s t r i k e  

v e t e r a n s  w,ere f u r t h e r  f r a g m e n t e d  a s  t h e  GWVA lost many o f  i'ts 

members t o  t h e  G r a n d  Army o f  U n i t e d  V e t e r a n s ,  a more 



' p o l i t i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  g r o u p ,  w h i c h  demanded  a c a s h  { b o n u s  f o r  

e x - s e r v i c e m e n .  By December 1 9 2 0 ,  t h e  f i r s t  toime t h a t  t h e  
, 

v e t e r a n s  were a b l e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  
1 

p r o v i n c i a l . e l e c t " i o n ,  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  l o b b y i n g  t a c t i c s  o f  

t h e  G W A  h a d . f a i l e d .  * T h e  G A U V  made s e v e r a l  a t t e m p ' t s  t o  form..  ' .  
s 

s o l  d i e r ( l a b o u r / f  a r m e r  p o l i t i c a l  a l l i a n c e s ,  b u t  t h e  f e w  t h a t  I 

A' 

w e r e  f o r m e d  were u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t  t h e  p o l l s .  I n  t h e  
i 

u n e m p l o y m e n t  c r i s i s  ctf 1 9 2 0 - 2 2  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a u n i t e d  
s 

v e t e r a n s '  movemen t  a l l o w e d  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  a v o i d  
P 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  j o b l e s s  e x - s e r v i c e m a n .  Some o f  t h e  

u n e m p i o y e d ,  d i  s i l l u s i o n e d  by  t h e i r  t r e a t m e n t ,  t u r n e d  t o  , 

r a d i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  suc)l-as t h e  
,-- 

C a n a d i a n  ~ i t i o n a l  U n i o n  o f  ' 

E x - S e r v i c e m e n ,  w h i c h  u s e d  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  t o  d r a w  a t t e n t i o n  t o  

t h e i r  p l i g h t .  By t h i s  time t h e  i d e a  o f  a b r o a d l y  b a s e d  

v e t e r a n s '  movemen t  had become j u s t  a memory. 
4 



I n  s h o t  and s h e l l  
I have been f r e e  

' T i s  peace' t h a t ' s  Hel l  
Oh God! Help Me. 
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e-x-service men t o  r e f e r  t o  o t h e r  ex-s  rvicemen - -  P t h e i r  former  comrades i n  arms. I t  d i d  no< have 
e x c l u s i v e l y  t r a d e  union and s o c i a l i s  
connot  a t  i ons .  i 

f 
i 
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INTRODUCTION. 

C h r i s t m a s  1 3 2 1  - a p p r o x i m a t e l y  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  men a r e  

. crowded i n t o  a camp i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  V a n c o u v e r .  It-is n o t  a  

pri;on, t h o u g h : i t  n i g h t  * e l l  be. Each i n m a t e  h a s  a n  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d  i s s u e d  by t h e  c h i e f  d f  p o l i c e ;  e a c h  has 

*i b e e n d s u b j e c t e d  t o  a m e d i c a l  c h e c k  f o r  body  v e r m i n  a n d  v e n e r e a l  

c o u r s e  which  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  be u s e d  by-  t h e  c i t y ' s  w e a l t h y  
. -=> 

i n h a b i t a n t s .  T h e  men a r e  p a i d  20  c e n t s  a n  h o u r ,  a n d  f rom t h i s  

sum d e d u c t i o n s  a r e  made o f  2 0  c e n t s  p e r  mea l  a n d  5 0  c e n t s  p e r  

n i g h t ' s  a c c o m m o d a t i o n ;  t h i s  l e a v e s  5 0  c e n t s  p e r  w e e k  f o r  

s p e n d i n g  money. The men s l e e p  o n  two t i e r s  of b u n k s  i n  o n e  
/ 

l a r g e  room. The camp i s  p l a s t e r e d  w i t h  s i g n s  t h a t  f o r b i d  

e n t e r t a i n i n g ,  s p e e c h i n a k i n g  a n d  a l c o h o l .  Camp d i  s c i p l i n e  is 

n a r s h ,  a n d  a u t h o r i t a r i a n :  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  t h e  men fo rm i s  

i g n c r e d . b y  t h e  c a a p ' s  d i r e c t o r .  T h a t  s o  many men w i l l  u n d e r g o  

t h e s e  h u m i l i a t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  is a  m e a s u r e  o f  t h e i r  d e s p e r a t i o n  

a n d  d e s t i t u t i o n .  I t  i s  t h e  o n l y  way t h e y  c a n  s y r v i v e  t h e  

w i n t e r .  Wh-ile t h e  c i t y  a u t h ' o r i t i e s  g i v e  r e l i e f  t o  m a r r i e d  men, 

s i n g l e  men c a n  o n l y  r g c e i v e  a i d  i f  t h e y  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  H a s t i n g s  
< - - s- p 

P a r k  Camp. A l m o s t  h a l f  of  t h e  c a m p ' s  i n m a t e s  a r e  4 
e x - s e r v i c e m e n .  Two y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  on t h e i r -  r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e  

G r e a t  War t h e y  had  b e e n  g r e e t e d  by c h e e r i n g ,  f l a g  w a v i n g  c r o w d s  
t - a n d  empty  p r o m i s e s  of a l a n d  f i t  f o r  h e r o e s .  N o w  t h e y  a re  
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cr i s i s  a n d  i t s  e f f e c t s  o n  v e t e r a n s .  The s h o r t  c o n c l u s i o n  

i n c l u d e s  a l i s t  of u n a n s w k r e d  q u e s t i o n s .  . 
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CHAPTER 1  

Return  from t h e  wars.  

The government and t he  coun t ry  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  i t  t h e i r  
. f i r s t  du ty  t o  s e e  t h a t  a p rope r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of your 

e f f o r t  and of your courage i s  b rought  t o  tohe n o t i c e  
t h e  peaple '  a t  home, a n d . i t  w i l l  a lways  be our  
e n d e a v ~ u r  t o  s o  gu ide  t h e  attitude of p u b l i c  op in ion  
t h a t  t h e  coun t ry  will suppo r t  t h e  government t o  prove 
t o  t h e  r b t u r n e d  man i t s  j u s t  and due a p p r e c i a t i o n  of 
t h e  i n e s t i m a b l e  va lue  of t h e  s e r v i c e  rendered  t o  t h e  
coun t ry  and Ernplre; and t h a t  no man whether  he goes 
back o r  whether  he remains  i n  F l a n d e r s ,  w i l l  have 

. j u s t  cause  t~ reproach  t h e  Government f o r  having 
broken f a i t h  w i t h  t h e  men who won a n d  t h e  men who 
d i e d .  

Prime M i n i s t e r  Borden t o  t h e  Canadian 
' Expedi t ionary  Force ,  1917, b e f o r e  t h e  

B a t t f e o f  Virny. 1 

The . v e t e r a n s  wha r e t u r n e d  from t h e  Grea t  War found a  

' iancouver t h a t  appea r& t o  be very d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  c i t y  

t h e y  had l e f t ,  b u t  benea th  t he  outward appearance  many of i t s  

c n a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were ~ n c h a n g e a .  Fue l l ed  by t h e  economic boom 

;f t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  3 f  t h e  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  c i t y  had become Canada 's  

f 2 u r t h  l a r g e s t  4:t: a  1 9 1 9  p o p u l a t i o n  of 123,050.  I t s  

ecDnomy,  l i k e  t t , a t  3 f  t h e  p r s v i n c e  i t  s e rved  a s  a m e t r o p o l i t a n  

c e n t r e ,  W ~ S  h s 3 v i l y  dependent  on r e s o u r c e  e x t r a c t i o n .  The 

- 2 r ~ d u c t s  of r_ke r 2 i . i n c i a l  h i n t e r l a n d  were- expo r t ed  through t h e  

? 3 r c  of Vanco~i ' e  r. - Apart f r m  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  p r o c e s s i n g  of 

zhesz  raw m c e r i a l s  ( f o r  exanp l e ,  saw m i l l i n g ) ,  and p r o d u c t i c n  



a' 
o f  c o r p u m e r  g o o d s  f o r  a s 11 d o m e s t i c  m a r k e t ,  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  

Q .e ,  
was n o t  wel l  d e v e l o p e d .  The p r o v i n c i a l  mark?-t was too s m a l l  f o r  

/ 
t h e  ci  t y l s  i n d u s t r j e s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  m a n u f a c t u r e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

m a c h i n e r y  c o m p e t i t i v e l y .  I n t  c o n t r a s t  t h e  c i t y ' s  commercial 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  were well d e v e l o p e d :  i n  1 9 1 4  i t  w q s  t h e  - 

/' h e a d r q u a i t e r s  o f  t he  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c o m p a n i e s  d o i n g  

2 b u s i n e s s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n h g .  

I n ,  1 9 1 3  t h e  " ~ a h r i e r "  boom came t o  a n a a b r u p t  h a l t ,  and t h e  
\ 

n a t i o n  e n t e r e d  a p e r i o d  o f  a c u t e  d e p r e s s i o n .  Rumours o f  war 

e x a c e r b a t e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The s l u m p ,  w h i c h  a f f e c t e d  a A l  o f  
4 

'8 

c a n a d a ,  h i t  t h e  w e s t e r n  p r o v i n c e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h a r d .  I n  B r i t i s h  - 'i 
C o l u m b i a  m i n i n g  a n d  - l o g g i n g  c o m p a n i e s  s h u t  -down a n d e r a i l w a y  %R 

4 

c o n t r u c t i o n  c e a s e d .  The o u t b r e a k  o f  war  g a v e  r i s e  t o  f i n a n c i a l  
A 

d 

c h a o s  s y m b o l i z e d  b y  t h e ,  c o l l a p s e  o f  Domin ion  T r u s t  a n d '  t h e  Bank 

of  V a n c o u v e r .  Tax a r r e a r s ,  v a c a n t  hous img a n d  u n e m p l o y e d  

p e o p l e  were p r o m i n e n t  f e a t u r e s  o f '  t h e  Varrcouvkr  s c e n e .  An 

i n f l u x  o f  u n e m p l ~ y e d  f r o m  . p u t l y i n g  d i s t r i c t s  made a  b a d  

s i t u a t i o n  e v e n  w o r s e :  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1 9 1 5  t h e r e  were r i o t s  

3 n  t h e  s t r e e t s  when c i v i c  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  c u t  t h e  

unemployed  o f f  r e l i e f .  E n l i s t m e n t  i n  t h e  a r m e d  s e r v i c e s  became 
4'--------___ 

a s o l u t i o n  o f  s o r t s  f o r  t h e  unemployed  w o r k e r s ,  f o r  m u n i c i p a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  e m p l o y e r s .  Men who were l a i d  off r e c e i v e d  a  

s l i p  i n  t h e i r  f i n a l  p a y  p a c k e t s  t h a t  r e a d  ."Your King a n d  

C o u n t r y  n e e d  you -- we d o n ' t n .  D e s p i t e  t h e  war  h y s t e r i a  w h i c h  

P 
e n g u l f e d  much o f  C a n a d a ' s  d a i l y  p r e s s ,  a n d  t h e  p a t r i o t i s m  o f  

m n y  workers, i t  a p p e a r 3  t h a t  h u n g e r  was  o f t e n  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  

" v o l u n t a r y *  e n l i s t m e n t .  J o h n  Brodie, a u n i o n  a c t i v i s t  who 

t e s t i f i e d  a t  t h e  1 9 1 9  R o y a l  ~ o m m i s s s i . o n  o n  I n d u s t r i a l  



R e l a t i o n s ,  m a i n k a i n e d  t h a t  .',, .a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  o u r  men 

who s h o u l d e r e d  t h e  gun t o  f i g h t  f o r  d e m o c r a c y  a n d  f r e e d o m  were 
C -- 

I r 

p r a c t i c a l l y  f o r c e d  a t  t h e  p o i n t  o f  s t a r v a t i o n n .  3 

I t  was  n o t  u n t i l  M 1 6  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  i t s e l f  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  

, . e f f e c t s  o f  way p r o d u c t i o n ;  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  m i n e r a l  a n d  l u m b e r  , 

e x p o r t s  were i n  s t r o n g  demand a n d  p o r t .  f a . c i l i t j e s  ,were i m p r o v e d  

t o  meet t h e  i n c r e a s e d  t r a f f i c .  B u t  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  w a r t i m e  

V a n c o u v e r  i n d u s t r y  was  m a r i t i m e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  F o r  a  few y e a r s  

t h i s  fo rm o f  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  c h a n g e d  b o t h  t h e  c i t y ' s  e c o n o m i c  
a C 

. -# 

c h a r a c t e r  a n d  its w o r k f o r c e ,  S e v e n t e e n  new s h i p y a r d s  o p e n e d  o n  

t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  c o a s t  d u r i n g  t h e  war  y e a r s .  C o u g h l a n ' s  i n  a 

V a n c o u v e r ,  w i t h  a  p a y r o l l  o f  7 , 0 0 0  became t h e  c i t y ' s  l a r g e s t  

e m p l o y e r .  O t h e r s  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n c l u d e d  - t h e  W a l l a c e ,  w e s t e r n  
, ?3@ 

C a n a d a ,  N o r t h e r n  C o n s t r u c t  i o n  a n d  B . C .  M a r i n e  s h i p y a r d s .  T h e 0  

imperial M u n i t i o n s '  B o a r d  p l a c e d  o r d e r s  f o r  b o t h  s t e e l  a n d  

wooden s h i p s .  O t h e r  o r d e r s  came f rom B r i t a i n ' s  a l l i e s .  - . S h i p b u i l d i n g  c r e a t e d  a  demand f o r  r e l a t e d  p r o d u c t  i o n :  b o i  l ees ,  

i n t e r n a l  c o m b u s t i o h  e n g i n e s . ,  propellers a n d  s h i p ' s  f i t t i n q s  1. 

w e r e - a l l  m a n u f a c t u r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  a r e a ,  T h i s  l e d  t o  a  demand 

fo'r s k i l l s  a n d  a  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  l a b o u r  t h a t  wexe new t o  t h e  

c i t y .  I n  tliese c o n d i t i o n s  u n i o n s  r a p i d l y  g a i n e d  s t r e n g t h .  

Membersh ip  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ' s  un ' ions  r o s e  f rom 1 3 , 0 1 7  i n  

1 9 1 4  t o  2 7 , 0 3 4  i n  1918 ( f r o m  7 .1  p e r  c e n t  t o  1 4 . 6  p e r  c e n t  0% 

t h e  n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  w o r k f o r c e ) .  Much o f  t h i s  s t r e n g t h  w a s  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  s h i p b u i l d i n g  a n d  a l l i e d  i n d u s t r i e s ,  
4 

B u t  a l l  w a s  not  wel l .  The o u t w a r d  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  f u l l  e m p l o y m e n t  masked soc i a l  i n e q u a l i t y  a n d  

i n c r e a s i n g  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  w o r k e r  a n d  e m p l o y e r .  
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1 0  -- 

"f 
p r i v a t e  c h a r i t y .  T h e  p r i c e  o f  a h u s b a n d ' s  p a t r i o t ' i s m  was of t e n  , 

6 

h u m i l i a t i o n  f o r  h i s  w i f e .  T h e  C a n a d i a n  P a t r i o - t i c  Fund c a l l e d  

f o r  a t h o r o u g h -  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  e a c h R a p p l i c a n t  i n  order ' t o  
I 

d e t e r m i n e  ' w h e t h e r  a f a m i l y ,  b y  i t s  rnethod!of l i v i n g ,  i s  w o r t h y  
/ - 

P 

o f  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  p u b l i c .  m o n e y s n .  S o l d i e r ' s  w i v e s  were 

s u b j e c t  t o  c o n t i n u i n g  s c r u b i n y  b y  v i s i t i n g  cornmi t tees  a n d  p a i d  

i n v e s t f g a t o r s  who c h e c k e d  t o  s e e  t h a t  t h e y  r a i s e d  t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  " s u i t a b l y " ,  r e m a i n e d  s e x u a l l y  c o n t i n e n t  a n d  p a i d  thei ; '  - 

b i l l s .  D e s p i t e  t h e s e  d e m e a n i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  many s o l d i e r ' s  w i v e s  

had n o  c h o i c e :  i n  1917  t h e  Fund a s s i s t ed  3 , 7 4 3  of V a n c o u v e r - I s  

f a m i l i e s .  6 
- - 

Women, c h i l d r e n  a n d  o l d  p e o p l e  w e r e  i n  n o  p o s i t i o n  t o  

f i g h t  f o r  a n  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  t h e i r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s - .  W o r k e r s  c o u l d  - 
a n d  d i d  f i g h t '  f o r  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h e i r  u n i o n s  became  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  m i l i t a n t ,  a n d  a s  M a r t i n  R o b i n  writes: " t h e r e  w a s  - 
a a n i f e s t  a  s t r o n g  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  war r e g i m e n t a t i o n ,  a  

r e s i s t a n c e  w h i c h  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  f i e r c e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

c o n s d ~ r i p t i o n "  . ~ a b o u r % r e c c i v e d  m o r e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a n  i t  h a d  

2 r e v i o u s l y  e n j o y e d ,  b u t  n o t  e n o u g h  t o  p r e v e n t  c o n t i n u i n g  

c o n f l i c t . '  T h e  u n i o n s  w e r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  u p s e t  b y  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  

t h e  d r a f t .  They  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  w o r k e r  w a s  a l r e a d y  b e i n g  made t o  

s b u l d e r  a n  u n f a i r  ? o r t i o n  of t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  o f  w a r .  T h e  

* i a n c o u v e r  T r a d e s  a n d  L a b o u r  C o u n c i l  LVTLC), w h i c h  was 

v e h e m e n t l y  o p p o s e d  t~ t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  d r 9 f t  n o m i n a t e d  
'. 

a n t l - c o n s z r i p t l o n  candidates i n  t h e  1 9 1 7  F e d e r a l  e l e c t i o n .  

I t s  p r e s l d e M ,  Victor H i d g e l y ,  was a  c a n d i d a t e  i n  V a n c o u v e r  

a u r  r a r d  a n d  5 .?. 8cVe t y ,  a u n i o n  a c t i v i s t ,  c o n t e s t e d  V a n c o u v e r  

S ~ u t h .  B u t  w a r t i m e  p a t r i o t i s m ,  t h e  a p p e a l s  of the .  U n i o n  



11 t .. 
.'C .? 

" Government  a n d  the  g e , r r y m a n d e r i n g  o f  t h e  wart i#e ~ l e c t i o n s  A c t  
- - 

led t o  t h e i r  d e f e a t  a t  t h e  po l l s .  The L a b o u r  movement was 

's t i l l  s m a r t i n g  from t h i s  l o s s  i n  1918, k h e n  V a n c o u v e r  r e a c h e d  a 

geak of  wartime c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  u n i o n s $ a n d  e m p l o y e r s .  

O r d e r s - i n - C o u n c i l  o u t l a w i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  f o u r t e , e n  r a d i c a l  

a s s o c i a t ? o n s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  W o r k e r s  o f  t h e  Wor ld  a n d  

t h e  S o c i a l  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y )  'were f u r t h e r  i r r i t a n t s .  S t r i k e s  

t h e m s e l v e s  were made i l l e g a l  d u r . i n g  O c t o b e r  a n d  November o f  
- ,, 

1918 .  I n  1 9 1 3  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  t w e n t y - f i v e  s t r i k e s  i n  t h e  

p r o v i n c e ,  i n  1 9 1 8  t h e r e  were f o q t y - s i x .  The l a t t e r  i n c l u d e d  
4 

w a l k - o u t s  by V a n c o u v e r 1  s e l e c t r i c a l  w o r k e r s ,  c a r p e n t e r s ,  

p a i n t e r s ,  m i l l m e n ,  w a r e h o u  9 emen, s t r e e t  r a i l w a y m e n ,  b a k e r s  a n d  

7 s h i p y a r d  e m p l o y e e s .  

The mos t  v i o l e n t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  y e a r  was s p a r k e d  b y  

t h e  d e a t h  of  a f o r m e r  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B.C. F e d e r a t i o n  o f  

Labour, G i n g e r  Goodwin, who w a s  s h o t  i n  t h e  b a c k  a s  a  d r a f t  

e v a d e r .  The V a n c o u v e r  T r a d e s  a n d  L a b o u r  C o u n c i l  c a l l e d  a  

t w e n t y - f o u r  h o u r  s t r i k e  t o  p r o t e s t  t h e  k i l l i n g . ' .  The w a l k o u t ,  

w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  o n  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  A u g u s t ;  w a s  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  

show o f  l a b o u r  s t r e n g t h  w h i c h  a n g e r e d  t h e  r c i  t y l s  b u s i n e s s m e n  

a n d  t h e i r  a l l i e s .  A crowd o f  more t h a n  300 v e t e r a n s  r a n s a c k e d  

t h e  L a b o u r  Temple  a n d  a t t e m p t e d  t o  t h r o w  VTLC P r e s i d e n t  

M i d g e l y  o u t  of a  s e c o n d  s t o r e y  window. F a i l i n g  i n  t h i s ,  t h e y  

f o r c e d - h i m  t o  k n e e l  a n d  r e p e a t e d l y  k i s s  t h e  Union  J a c k .  The 
/ 

e n r a g e d  mob would  n o t  e v e n  a l l o w  v e r b a l  o p p o s i t i o n ;  D e l e g a t e  

Thomas of  t h e  Longshoremen  was b e a t e n  when h e  w e n t  t o  t h e  - lr 

ryscue of o n e  s p e c t a t o r  who had d a r e d -  t o  v o i c e  d i s s e n t .  - 

C o n t e m p o r a r y  n e w s p a p e r  a c c o u n t s  of t h e  r i o t i n g  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  



- a c t i p  was i n s t i g a t e d  by business  leaders .  P.G. Sha l l c ross ,  

P res iden t  of the  Board i~ w Trade was pleased w i t h  the  mob's 

ac t ions .  He pub l i c ly  thanked t h e  ve terans  f o r  what he - 

descr ibed  a s  " r e s t r a i n t n  i n  t h e  f ace  of the  "provocationn they 

had received.  He t o l d  them t h a t  the  loya l  men of the province - 
d id  not give express ion  t o  t h e i r -  thoughts o f t e n  enough and 

I 

urged tihem t o  " k i l l  t h e  German elementn and " l o c a t e  the  German 
I 

cashn .  /Others h a d d i  f f e r e n t  r eac t ions  t o  the  violence.  Labour 
' 

lawyer [wallace Lefeaux claimed t h a t -  the  r i o t e r s  were returned 

o f f i c e $  r a t h e r  than e n l i s t e d  men, while e x - ~ r i v a t e  tom Bainacd . 

t he  businessmen who encouraged the  v io lence  " f l a g  

f l a p p i  g  p a t r i o t s A  i d e n t i f y i n g  p r o f i t e e r s  and rack r e n t e r s  a s  . 1 - 
8 t h e  " r e a l  t r a i t o r s u .  

I 

i 
N? doubt the  even t s  of ~ u g u s t  1918 l e d  many Vancouver- 

smen t o  hope t h a t  they would be ab le  t o  use 
- ,  

icemen a s  t o o l s  t o  break the  union movement when the  . 

over.  On the o t h e r  hand the  autho ' r i t ies  feared thast 

s would make commoh with labour.  RNWMP 
i 

commislioner Perry was by the  spread of npernic ioua  
- 

propag nda" among ve terans  i n  Vancouver. The " loya l ty"  of  k & 

veterahs  was a  cons tant  theme of the i n t e l l i g e n c e  r e p o r t s  of 
i 

t he  R ~ M P  and the lkparkment of M i l i t i a .  Contacts  between 
1 
L 

organiked labour and ve t e r a n s l  groLps were under cons tant  
I 

s c r u t i b y  and s e c r e t  agents -  a t tended ve te rans '  meetings. Evan 
t B 

while they vere  abroad, Canadian ' so ld ie r s  ha# shown they we're 
! 

a forcb  t o  be reckoned w i t h .  The government had planned t o  
I 
! 

ship them hone s lowly,  p r i o r i t y  being given t o  s k i l l e d  
i 

? 

t radesben.  B u t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  were imdatient ':  those wait ing i n  
I . I 
i .4 



E n g l a n d  r i o t e d  i n  p r o t e s t s  t h a t  l e d  t o  f i ' v e  d e a t h s .  A f t e r  t h i s  

d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  was s p e e d e d  up.  I n  Canada  i t s e l f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
9 

had t o  b e  h a n d l e d  c a r e f u l l y  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  social  

u n r e s t .  9 > 

Dernobi l i za  t i o n  a n d  r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t  were m a s s i v e  

u n d e r t a k i n g s .  The  C a n a d i a n  Government  b o a s t e d  t h a t  i t s  

p r o v i s i o n  o f  p e n s i o n s  a n d  r e t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h e  w a r - d i s a b l e d  w a s  

m o m ' g e n e r o u s  t h a n  t h a ' t  o f  i t s  war a l l i e s .  B u t  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t  p l a n  had  o n e  m a j o r  f l a w  -- i t  

assumed  t h a t  ' t h e  e c o n o m i c  c l i m a t e  w o u l d  a l l o w  a b l e - b o d i e d  

e x - s e r v i c e m e n  t o  f i n d  s u i t a b l e  .employment  i n .  a m a t t e r  o f  

months .  T h e r e  were o t h e r  p r o b l e m s .  Many o f  t h e  s c h e m e s  g rew 
i, 

o u t  o f  e a r l i e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  a n d  l a c k e d  t h e  o v e r a l l  c o h e r e n c e  t o  

d e a l  w i t h  a p r o b l e m  o f  t h i s  scale. . F e d e r a l - p r o v i n c i a l  

s q u a b b l i n g  o f t e n  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  i m p l e m e n t  p rogrammes .  

The s t r u c t u r e  o f  C a n a d i a n  Government ,  w i t h  i t s  d i v i s i o n  o f  

F e d e r a l  a n d  P r o v i n c i a l  p o w e r s ,  a l l o w e d  p o l i t i c i a n s  t o  s h i r k  

t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t o  t b s e  who had f o u g h t  f o r  King  a n d  

C o u n t r y .  

A t  t h e  F e d e r a l  l e v e l  t h e  f i r s t  p r i o r i t y  w a s  p e n s i o n 9  f o r  

t h e  d i s a b l e d ,  t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s ,  war widows a n d  o r p h a n s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  war  p e n s i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  u p d a t i n g  ea r l ie r  p r o v i s i o n s -  

were p a s s e d  by O r d e r - i n - C o u n c i l  . They were o o n s o l i d a t e d  i n  

$ha ~ e n s i o k s  Act i n  1 9 1 9 .  A t  t h a t  time a t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d  
r 

single v e t e r a n  r e c e i v e d  $ 6 0  per month ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  wages  o f  a 

l a b o u r e r  i n  V a n c o u v e r  were a b o u t  $80 p e r  month.  Widows 

r e c e i v e d  $48 p e r  month .  A l l o w a n c e s  were made f o r  d e p e n d e n t  



c h i l d r e n  a n d  d e p e n d e n t  p a r e n t s  o f  d e a d  o r  d i s a b l e d  

1 0  so ld i e r s .  -- --P- .. 
,' /-\,-'- - - 

. V e r y  few soldiers  were c o n s i d e r e d  t o t a l l y  d i s a b l e d ,  I n  
2;:. 

' 9%- 

1 9 2 4  o n l y  2 ,380  o u t  o r  a  " e o t a l  o f , 4 3 , 2 6 3  p e n s i o n s  were •’a# 

t o t a l  d i i a b i l ' i t y .  E i g h t y  ,$r c e n t  o f  p e n s i o n e r s  r e c e i v e d  * 

b e t w e e n  a  q u a r t e r  a n d  , h a l l  o f  t h e  a l l o w a b l e  maximum. Even s o  

C a n a d a ' s  p e n s i o n  b i l l  w a s  e n o r m o u s  a s  w a s  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y  t h a t  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e  p l a n ,  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  p r o v e d  t h e i r  

f r u g a l i t y  o n  more  t h a n  o n e  o c c a s i o n .  Two e x a m p l e s  i l l u s t r a t e  -. --- - 
t h i s .  A d i s c h a r g e d  s o l d i e r  a g e d  4 3  had a s p i n a l  i n j u r y  t h a t  

d 

c g u s e d  p a r t i a l  p a r a l y s i s  o f  h i s  r i g h k  s h o u l d e r .  H e  was  u n a b l e  
b 

t o  r a i s e  h i s  r i g h t  arm t b  s h d u l d e r  h e i g h t  a n d  c o u l d  wr i te  o n l y  E * .  

w i t h  g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y .  F o r  t h i s  p e r m a n e n t  i n j u r y  h e  was  

a w a r d e d  a  p e n s i o n  o f  $ 1 5  p e r  month .  I n  r e p l y  t o  h i s  p r o t e s t  

t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  P e n s i o n s  B o a r d  i n f o r m e d  him " I f  you c a n  
F 

feed y o q r s e l f  t h e  h i g h e s t  w e  c a n  g i v e  you is  30 p e r  

c e n t n .  A widow who l o s t  h e r  s o n  o v e r s e a s  was a w a r d e d  a p e n s i o n  

o f  $48  p e r  month .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p a y  t h e  h e a v y  m o r t g a g e  on  h e r  

p r o p e r t y  s h e  f i t t e d  u p  a  s m a l l  b u i l d i n g  o n  h e r  l o t  a n d  r e n t e d  

i t  o u t  f o r  $ 1 5  p e r  month .  When t h e y  h e a r d - a b o u t  t h i s  t h e  

11 
-_ .------ 

P e n s i o n s  B o a r d  r e d u c e d  h e r  p e n s i o n  b y  $ 1 5 .  - 
. 

1 

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p o s t - w a r  e r a  t h e  c o n d u c t  a n d  d e c i s i o n s  of - ,--i 
t h e  P e n s i o n s  B o a r d  were a  c o n s t a n t  i r r i t a n t  t o  v e t e r a n s  a n d  - 
t h e  g r o u p s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t e d  them.  The r e t r a i n i n g  programme o f  

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  S o l d i e r s f  C i v i l i a n  Re-Es t a b l i  s h m e n t -  (SCR) 

w a s  l e s s  u n p o p u l a r .  Formed i n  1 9 1 8 ,  o n e  o f  . i t s  f u n c t i o n s  was - 
t o  take o v e r  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  se rv ices  w h i c h  had  b e e n  



The SCR a r r a n g e d  f o r  r e - t r a i n i n g  i n  s k i l l s  s u c h  a s  t a i l o r i n g ,  

m o t o r  m e c h a n i c s ,  d e n t a l  m e c h a n i c s  a n d  m o v i e  p r o j e c t  i o n .  L o c a l  

- e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i p n s  were u t i l i z e d  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  I n  

1918  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  was  t r a i n i n g  v e t e r a n s  

i n .  a u t o m o b i l e  r e p a i r s ,  p r a c t i c a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  a n d  a g r i c u l t i l r a l  

12 p u r s u i t s .  

E x - s e r v i c e m e n  r e t r a i n e d  u n d e r  S C R  pro"gammes were 

r e m a r k a b l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  f i n d i n g  work:  6 1 , 2 7 8  o u t  o f  its- 

68 ,673  f i r s t  y e a r  t r a i n e e s  f o u n d  more  o r  l e s s  p e r m a n e n t  

p o s i t i o n s .  T h i s  was n o t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  e n d e a v o r .  

Desmond Morton d e s c r i b e s  i t  a s  a  " s h r e w d  a n d  o f t e n  i m a g i n a t i v e  

b u s i n k s  v e n t u r e n .  The men were c a r e f u l l y  s e l e c t e d  f o r  a  

t r a i n i n g  t h a t  was a i m e d  a t  making  them s e l f  s u f f i c i e n t .  T h i s  

w o u l d  r e d u c e  t h e  l o n g  t.erm p e n s i o n  b i l l .  "As a n  i n v e s t m e n t  o f  

$ 2 7  m i f f i o n ,  m o s t  of  i t  in t r a i n i n g  p a y  a n d  a l l o w a n c e s  i t  

p r o b a b l y  ach) ieved i ts  p u r p o s e " .  The b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  S C R t s  

r e  t r a i n i n g  programme were, a f  t e r  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p r e s s u r e ,  
d 

e x t e n d e d  t o  t h o s e  who had j o i n e d  u p  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  e i g h t e e n ,  

b u t  a t  n o  time were t h e y  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  a b l e - b o d i e d  

13 v e  t e r a n s .  

G r a n t i n g  l a n d  t o  s o l d i e r s  a s  a  r e w a r d  f o r  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  

was  a n  o l d  t r a d i t i o n  i n  Canada :  s o l d i e r s  wh:, had f o u g h t  on. t h e  

B r i t i s h  s i d e  d u r i n g  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l , u t i o n  h a d  b e e n  g i v e n  

l and .  The t r a d i t i o n  was  c o n t i n u e d  by t h e  F e d e r a l  S o l d i e r s '  

S e t t l e m e n t  ~ o a q d  w h i c h  p r o v i d e d  one o f  t h e  few b e n e f i t s  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  men v h s  had b e e n  d i s c h a r g e d  a s  m e d i c a l l y  f i t .  A 



s o l d i e r  could apply  f o r  a  grant  of f r e e  land p l u s  a  loan of 

$3';000. f o r  l i y & s t o c k  and improvements. The Set t lement  Board 
, 

a l s o  lganed up t o  $4,500 f o r  t h e  purechase of a g r i c u l t u r a l  land 

k i n  additi,on t o  a  loan  f o r  l jves tock  and.imqrovements. Loans , 
. t 

k were repayabTe at f i v e  pe r  cen t  p e r  anhum over twenty-f ive  
r- B 

years .  These b e n e f i t s  were not necessarily a v a i l a b l e  t o  every 
\ 

veteran .  TWBoardr  s advert isements  s t a t e d :  ?b the  sele.ct  ion ' 
I 

.. .of candidates, .  . the  board i s  c a r e f u l  .to ensure t h a t  the  ve teran  
I 
1 

who secures  the  loan i s  i n  every way f i t t e d  f o r  t h e  Cal l ing ok 
- 

I 
a g r i c u l t u r e , "  I n  p r a c t i c e  t h i s  meant t h a t  the scheme was J 

* 
I 

r e s t r i c t e d  t o  those w i t h  farming experience who could come up 

1 4  w i t h  a downpayment of 10 pe r  cen t .  
1 

I 
7 

e 

Premier Ol ive r  of B r i t i s h  Columbia, an ex-farmer and a  
1 
i " 

proponent o f  the  r u r a l  i d e a l ,  was an e n t h u s i a s t i c  supporter ;  of 
Q I 

4 

t h i s  plan.  In 1918 ,  under h i s  l eade r sh ip ,  t h e  Province I 
I 

I 

passed a  S o l d i e r s 1  Land Act before  the  f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  ]was 
I 

passed: Farm se t t l ement  benef i ted  - p o l i t i c i a n s  by keeping I e < 

- 
ve te rans  away from the  c i t y  where they were a p o t e n t i a l  squrce b - 

of s o c i a l  d i s r u p t i o n , .  I t  proved less he lpfu l  t o  ve terans  .. 
B r i t i s h  Columbia a  combination of federa l -provinc ia l  

Z squabbling,  poor s e l e c t i o n  of land,  and a  lack of access  / to  . 
. I 

s u i t a b l e  markets, ruined any hope of success  the  qheme, might 

have had. Se t t lement  schemes elsewhere i n  Canada had a  s i m i l a r  - 

15 3 

lack of success.  1 _ 
/3 

Many atjle-bodied ve terans  were t r a ined  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  

d i s c i p l i n e s .  For these  c i t y  dwel lers  farming was neith;er 
A n 

s u i  t a b l a  nor d e s i r a b l e .  A f ede ra l  government response / t o  



1 7  

v e t e r a n s '  n e e d  f o r  employment  was  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  

Employment service o f  Canada ,  which  worked i n  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  d 
t h e  ~ n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  S e r v i c e    ranch o f  t h e  SCR a n d  P r o v i n c i a l  / 
employment  o f  f i c e s .  I n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  t h e  service, -which  

b e g a n  i n  December 1 9 1 8 ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  L a b o u r  b u r e a u s  i n  
i 

V a n c o u v e r ,  V i c t o r i a ,  P r i n c e  R u p e r t ,  Nanaimo, N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r ,  7 - I 
C r a n b r o o k ,  F e r n i e ,  Kamloops a n d  Kelowna. I t  made 5 5 , 0 0 0  j o b  

p l a c e m e n t s  d u r i n g  i t s  f i r s t  y e a r ,  t h o u g h  many c l i e n t s  were 

p l a c e d  more  t h a n  o n c e .  Though t h e  scheme p r o v i d e d  a u s e f u l  

s e r v i c e  i n  d i r e c t i n g  w o r k e r s  t o  a v g i l a b l e  j o b s ,  i t  ' c o u l d  n o t  

c r e a t e  j o b s  i n  times o f  d e p r e s s i o n .  The s u p p l y  o f  s e a s o n a l  

l a b o u r  t o  f a r m e r s  became o n e  o f  i ts  main  f u n c t i o n s .  A g r a r i a n  . 
s 

i n t e r e s t s ,  however ,  p r e f e r r e d  b r i n g i n g  i n  c h e a p  l a b o u r  f r o m  

E a s t e r n  Europe  t o  p a y i n g  C a n a d i a n  w o r k e r s  a l i v i n g  wage. I n  

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e i r  p r e s s u r e  t h e  scheme was p h a s e d  o u t  i n  t h e  

18  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  King a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  

The m o s t  u s e f u l  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  a b l e  b o d i e d  

v e t e r a n s  t o o k  t h e  fo rm of  c a s h .  Under  a n  O r d e r - i n - C o u n c i l  

p a s s e d  a month  a f t e r  t h e  war e n d e d  t h e y  were g i v e n  " p o s t  

. d i s c h a r g e  p a y m e n t s " .  A p r i v a t e  Who had s u r v i v e d  t h r e e  y e a r s  o f  

o v e r s e a s  s e r v i c e  y e c e i v e d  pay  f o r  1 9 3  d a y s  a f t e r  

d e m o b i l i z a t i o n .  On t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  a  s l i d i n g  scale o f  

p a y m e n t s  was  3 l  - d a y s  pay  f o r  a p r i v a t - e  who had  s e r v e d  i n  
\ 

'Ly Canada for o n e  y e a r .  - A l l o w a n c e s  were g i v e n  f o r  w i v e s  an'd 

d e p e n d e n t  c h i l d r e n .  L i k e  p e n s i o n s ,  p o s t - d i  s c h a r g e  pay '  r o s e  
- ... 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  m i l i t a r y  r a n k ,  b u t  e v e n  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  l e v e l  a 

p r i v a t e ' s  a l l w a n &  was d o u b l e  t h e  $1.10 ha had  b e e n  p a i d  w h i l e  
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for 120. A c h a r g e  of $6 per w e e k  was made f o r  board, but those 

who were u n a b l e  t o  p a y  were a l l o w e d  t o  s t a y  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e .  I n  

J u n e  1919  t h e  c l u b ' s  f a c i l i t i e s  y e r e  a l r e a d y  o v e r t a x e d ,  a n d  i t  

was f o r c e d  t o  a r r a n g e  o u t s i d e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  f o r  some v e t e r a n s .  

A n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  c l u b  was i t s  e m p l o y m e n t  
, 

a g e n c y .  I n  t h e  y e a r  e n d i n g  May 3 1 s t ,  1 9 1 9 ,  i t  p l a c e d  1 , 7 6 6  

sete\;qnns i n  j o b s .  ~ h i k  was n o  d o u b t  t h e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  c l u b  

t o  t h e  h e a r t s  o f  i t s  C h a i r m a n ,  W.  D a l t o n ,  who 

M a i n l a n d  T r a n s f e r  Company, a n d  t h e  c l u b ' s  

d i r e c t o r s  who i n c l u d e d  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  B.C. Mills T i m b e r  a n d  

T r a d i n g  Co. ,  t h e  A s s i s t a n t  Manager  o f  t h e  B.C. E l e c t r i c  

Company, a n d  F.W. P e t e r s ,  G e n e r a l  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  C.P.R.. 

T h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  c l u b  a l l c m e d  t h e s e  men t o  
$* 

s a t i s f y  t h e i r  p a t r i o t i c Q  a n d  p h i l a n t h r o p i c  u r g e s ,  - w h i l e  a t  the, , ,  

same time k e e p i n g  a  c l o s e  w a t c h  o n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  s u p p l y  o f  

2 3 c h e a p  l a b o u r .  

The l i s t  of  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  p r i v a t e  s c h e m e s  t o  h e l p  t h e  

r e t u r n i n g  s o l d i e r s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  

g o o d  w i l l  b u t  l e s s  i n  the way of o v e r a l l  p l a n n i n g  a n d  c o -  

- o r d i n a t i o n .  I t  was  q u i t e  i n a d e q u a t e  •’or t h e  l o n g  term 

2 r o b l e r n s  t h a t  w o u l d  f a c e  v e t e r a n s .  Though t h i n g s  a p p e a r e d  

p r o s p e r o u s  i n  e a r l y  1 9 1 9 ,  i t  v a s  n o t  d i f f i c u l t  t.0 see t h a t  

za j o r  e c o n o m i c  p r o b l e m s  l a y  a h e a d .  F o r  t h e  moment V a n c o u v e r  

did n o t  have a problem w i t h  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  but t h e  jobs 

a v a i l a b l e  a n d  t h e  reirrards t h e y  o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  r e t u r n e d  s o l d i e r  

were a& always of a t y p e  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e d  him t o  r e t u r n  to  

c i v i l i a n  e m p l o y m e n t .  



2 2  -- 

The expe r i ences  of v e t e r a n s ,  a s  they  r e j o i n e d  t h e  

workforce,  d i  f  f e r e d  widely.  They were no t  always ' g r a t e • ’  ul* f o r  

what was o f f e r e d  and i n  s e v e r a l  c a s e s ,  i t  w i l l  be shown, they  

r e s i s t e d  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e s  of low-grade i n d u s t r i a l  work. Those 

who had former ly  been c i t y  employees were f o r t u n a t e .  While they 

?\ were a t  t h e  f r o n t  t h e  c i t y  had pa id  them a  war al lowance.  They 

were a u t o m a t i c a l l y  t aken  back on s t a f f  when. t hey  r e tu rned .  The 

employees who had been h i r ed  t o  i ake  t h e i r  p l a c e  were r e t i r e d  

i n  o r d e r  of s e n i o r i t y .  A t  t h e  o t h e r  end of t h e  s c a l e  were 

t hose  who had no s k i l l s  and no jobs t o  r e t u r n  ' to .  The 

employment they  were o f f e r e d  tended t o  be poor ly  pa id ,  and low 

i n  s t a t u s  -- t h e  kind of work t h a t  had formerly  been given on ly  

t o  O r i e n t a l s .  Employers such a s  Per ry  Roe of Eburn Sawmills' 

claimed t h a t  they had t r o u b l e  a t t r a c t i n g  r e t u r n e d  s o l d i e r s .  He 
li 

t o l d  t h e  Royal Commission on I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  t h a t  the 

majo r i t y  of t h e -  employees i n  t h e  m i l l  were wh i t e ,  and h i s  

p o l i c y  had been t o  a s s i s t  a l l  v e t e r a n s  t h a t  a p p l i e d  f o r  work. 

B u t  he found t h a t  many of them were not  physic .a l ly  a b l e  t o  do 

t h e  work which, he admi t t ed ,  was bo th  hard  and d i r t y .  2 4 

Roe's  comments were echoed by John H .  MacDonald, Manager 

3f t h e  B . C .  Manufacturing Company. He employed one - th i rd  

3 r i e n t a l  and two- th i rds  whi te  l abou r ,  b u t  had d i f f i c u l t y  i n  
1- 

r e t a i n i n g  workers.  8e c G p l a i n e d  t h a t  he had f i r e d  s i x  

3 r i e n t a l s  and h i r d  s i x  v e t e r a n s  t o  t ake  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  

s o r t i n g  lumber. Fie t o l d  t he  Comniasion t h a t  t h e  nex t  day t h e  
b 

s ~ l d i e r s  f a i l e d  t o  t u r n  up f o r  work. Bly the  Rogers, the 

P r e s i d e n t  of  B.C. Sugar r e f i n e r i e s ,  was s i m i l a r l y  unhappy w l t h  



t he  ex-servicemen he had' h i r e d  t o  r e p l a c e  Chinese workers i n  

t h e  company's box-making ope ra t ion :  ". . .so f a r  i t  h a s  been very. 

d i f f i c u l t  because t h e  r e tu rned  s o l d i e r s  do no t  seem t o  be a b l e  

t o  do i t ,  t h e i r  f i n g e r s  a.re no t  nimble enough." The enthusiasm 

the  ex - so ld i e r s  brought  t o  t he  job was no doubt dimmed by t h e  

low r a t e  of pay. Fourteen d o l l a r s  was not  a  p r i n c e l y  sum f o r  a 

f o r t y  hour work week; a month's work f o r  M r .  Rogers would e a r n  

a  married p r i v a t e  wi th  dependents  cons ide rab ly  l e s s  t han  he had 

been r ece iv ing  i n  pos t -d i scharge  pay. 2 5 

Another r e a w n  for t h e  s o l d i e r s '  d i s l i k e  of khe work may 

have been t h a t  they s h a r k  the  p r e j u d i c e  of t h e  r e s t  of 

s o c i e t y  i n  cons ide r ing  c e r t a i n  work f i t  on ly  f o r  a  "Chinaman". 

They were r e l u c t a n t  t o  work bes ide  members of a r a c e  they \ 
1 4  

considered i n f e r i o r ,  and t h e r e  i s  ev idence  t h a t  t h e  A s i a t i c s  

were no t  e x a c t l y  keen on the  i dea  themselves .  The Royal * 

Commission o n  I n d u s t r i a l   elations was t o l d  of one e x - s o l d i e r ' s  

exper ience .  The man, who had been wounded i n  t h e  war, w e n t  t o  

work i n  a New Westminster sawmill .  He was put  t o  work bes ide  

Chinese and Eas t  Ind ians  where he met w i t h  cons ide rab le  

- h o s t i l i t y :  " . . . . they laughed him o u t  of h i s  job..  .he s a i d  t o  

h i s  w i f e . . . I  do not  mind the  wood, but  I cannot s t i c k  being 

[ i n ]  s l a v e r y  t o  Chinamen and Bindoos". 2 6 

Though some veterans were a t  the mercy of g rasp ing  bosses ,  

t h e  expe r i ence  of m s t  seems t3 have l a i n  somewhere between t h e  

complete s e c u r i t y  o f f e r e d  t o  former c i v i c  employees and t h e  

deg reda t ion  of ~ o r l y  ?a id  work t h a t  was cons idered  f i t  only  

for  " c o o l i e s m .  

/ - 





d. 

Temple: "he y a s  a p a c i f i s t ,  a n d .  when we w a l k e d  i n t o  t h e  

E n g i n e e r ' s  local w i t h  a  u n i f o r m  o n  i t  was l i k e  a r e d  - rag t o  a 

- b u l l .  He 'd idn"  t know u s  a t  - a l l M .  B l a c k w o d ,  who e v e n t u a l l y  

became a n  OBU member, l e f t  i n  d i s g u s t :  "as 1 o n g . a ~  h e ' s  

b u s i n e s s  a g e n t  I won1 t b e l o n g m .  
28 

U n i o n s  d i d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a c c e p t  p a t r i o t i s m  a s  a n  v a l i d  

r e a s o n  f o r  e m p l o y i n g  v e t e r a n s .  I n  J a n u a r y  1 9 1 9 ,  t h e  

B r o t h e r h o o d  o f  R a i l w a y  E n g i n e e r s ,  F r e i g h t  H a n d l e r s  a n d  S t a t i o n  

men compained  t h a t  the C.P.R.'s d e c i s i o n  t o  r e p l a c e  women a n d  
' 

u n m a r r i e d  men w i t h  r e t u r n e d  s o l d i e r s  was a n  a t t e m p t  a t  u n i o n  

b u s t i n g .  I t  may b e  t h a t  C.P.R. S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  P e t e r s  had h i s  

e y e  o n  t h e  R e t u r n e d  S o l d i e r s '  C l u b  a s  a s o u r c e  o f  l a b o u r .  .2 9  

A s ,  t h e  s o l d i e r s  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e A  c i t y  a t  a  r a t e  of 

a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 , 0 0 0  p e r  month ,  a  d e l i c a t e  b a l a n c e  o f  f o r c e s  

k e p t  most of  them r s a s o n a b l y  c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n .  The 

p r e s s  a n d  a l l  l e v e l s  of  g o v e r n m e n t  d r o v e  home t h e  i , d e a  t h a t  

' t h e y  w e r e  h e r o e s  whose war  se rv ice  had e a r n e d  them n o t  o n l y  

p r a i s e ,  b u t  a l s o  p r e f e r e n c e  i n  employment .  P o s t - d i  s c h a r g e  p a y  

m e a n t  t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a t  t h e  mercy  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  

l e s s  s c r u g u ~ o u s  e m p l o y e r s .  The c i t y  was s t i l l  f e e l i n g  t h e  

e f f e c t s  o f  war 'time p r o s p e r i t y :  t h e r e  w a s  ,+ c e r t a i n  a m o u n t  D • ’  

unemployment ,  b u t  demand f o r  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ' s  r aw m a t e r i a l s  

remained h i g h  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  war c o n t r a c t s  had  n o t  y e t  b e e n  

c o m p l e t e d .  G o v e r m ' e n t  a g e n c i e s  worked  h a r d  t o  h e l p  v e t e r a n s  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e m s e l v e s  in-  s u i t a b l e  employment  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  

r e t r a i n i n g  f o r  t h s e  who were d i s a b l e d .  

T h i s  b a l a n c e ' ,  t e m p o r a r y  a s  i t  w a s ,  w a s  o f  c r i t i c a l  

P A  



importarice during t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  un res t  t h a t  Gregory Kealey ' 

4 

I - 
has dubied the  "Canadian ~ a b o u r  RevoltR of 1919.  30 

r was one of seve ra l  c i t i e s  tjhat experienced an 

ented degree of s o c i a l  unres t .  A t  t h i s  time veteran3 . 

unknown q u a n t i t y ,  and both labour and c a p i t a l  competed 

f o r  t 6 e i r  l o y a l t i e s .  I t  i s  i n  t h i s  context  t h a t  the  views and I e a c t i o n s  f the  leaders '  and members of the  ci t y t s  ve te rans t  
1 

organiza ,  ions a r e  of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t .  

i 
I I 
I 

\ 1 
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CHAPTER 2 
, - 

The Veterans Organize. 

.... a new o r d e r  of th ings  has come i n t o  
ex i s t ence  s i n c e  a c t i v e  warfare has terminate&. These - 
a l t e r e d  ondi t i o n s  have r e s u l t e d  i n  new ideas  and 
not ions  % t a t  m u s t  reform our s o c i a l  sy s t eb .  . C- 

B.C. ve terans  Weekl 
Special  Souvenir Edftion 

r June 1919  1 
'7 - h 

Canadian h i s t o r i a n s  have given a  g r e a t  dea l  of a t t e n t i o n  
4 

t o  t h e  Greet War, but comparAtively l i t t l e  t o  i t s  af te rmath  I 

from the  s o l d i e r ' s  p o i n t  of view. James Eayrs, Desmond Morton, 

and Glen Wright, who have descr ibed ve te-rans organiza t ions  i n  
i 

t h e  immediate post-war e r a ,  have focused t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  on the  

f i g h t  f o r  a  cash  bonus, which caused a  l a r g e  s p l i n t e r  group t o  

break away from the  Great Mar Veterans'  Associat ion ( G W V A ) ,  t h e  

l a r g e s t  organiza t ion .  Despi te  the  a u t h o r i t i e s '  f e a r  t h a t  the  

- re turned  men might make common cause w i t h  labour  r a d i c a l s  and 

t h e  major r o l e  t h a t  ve terans  played i n  the  ~ i n n i p e g  General - 
S t r i k e ,  a s  ou t l ined  by .l)avida Bercuson, l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  has 

been' paid t o  t h e  r o l e  of exT&ervicemen i n  othe'r  c i t i e s .  Though 

the  GWVA was of major na t iona l  importance during t h i s  time of 

turmoi l ,  t he  o rgan iza t ion  i s  not well  known. Desmond Morton 
b 

views i t  a s  an e g a l i t a r i a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  encompassing a  wide 1 .  1 
I 

range of viewpoints ,  where no one s e c t i o n  was ab le  t o  maintain ) 

con t ro l  over another .  I t  i g  hard t o  r econc i l e  t h i s  i dea l i zed  
, 



v i e w  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  u s e d  t h e  GWVA a s  a 

weapon t o  k e e p  v e t e r a n s  on " t h e  r i g h t  t r a c k " ,  a n d  i t  a p p e a r s  

t h a t  i n  V a n c o u v e r  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  e c o n o m i c  e l i t e  u s e d  t h e  

GWVA a s  a n  a g e a t  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  

v e t e r a n s .  2 
* 

Though the GWVA ;as t h e  l a . r g e s t  v e t e r a n s 1  g r o u p ,  b o t h  

l o c a l l y  a n d  n a t i o n a l l y ,  i t  was  o n l y  o n e  o f  many t h a t  w e &  

f o r m e d  d u r i n g  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  war. I n  1 9 1 8 ,  i t s  y e a r  

o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n ,  i t  had a  n a t i o n a l  membersh ip  o f  1 8 ) 3 0 0 ,  a  

q' number  which  grew t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 8 0 , 0 0 0  a s  d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  

t o o k  p l a c e .  N i n e t e e n - n i n e t e e n  was i t s  m o s t $ u c c e s s f u l  y e a r ;  i n  
> 

t h e  G r e a t e r  V a n c o u v e r  A r e a ,  t h e  V a ~ c o u v e r  B r a n c h  h a d  

a p p r o x i m a  t e L y  2 , 5 0 0  members,  N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r  o v e r  6 0 0 ,  a n d  

S o u t h  V a n c o u v e r  n e a r l y  200. The GWVA c o n s t i t u t i o n  l i s t e d  i t s  

a i m s  a s  p r e s ' e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  memory o f  t h e  d e a d ,  t h e  e r e c t i o n  

o f  monuments,  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s u i t a b l e  b u r i a l  p l a r e s  a n d  t h e  

, r i n c u l c a t i o n  o f  l o y a l t y  t o  Canada a n d  t h e  E m p i r e .  Membersh ip  

was o p e n  t o  a l l  who. had s e r v e d  m i l i t a r i l y ;  b o t h  v o l u n t e e r  a n d  

c o n s c r i p t .  I ts  e g a l i t a r i a n  e t h o s  was  e m p h a s i z e d  by t h e  u s e  o f  

t h e  word " c o m r a d e n  among &ll members,  a n d  by  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  f i g h t  t o  g e t  p e n s i o n s  e q u a l i z e d  f o r  a l l  

3 
T 

r a n k s .  

The a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  c l o s e  t i e s  w i t h  a l l  l a v e l s  o f  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  hampered i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  b e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  

a d v o c a t e .  The Dominion E x e c u t i v e ,  t h e  t o p  l.ayer o f  i t s  t h r e e  
- 

t i e r e d  s t r u c t u r e ,  was  b a s e d  i n  O t t a w a ' w h e r e  i t  hdd c l o s e  l i n k s  

w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h r e e  members o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  x 



3 2  

comprised t h e  s o l d i e r s '  Advisory Members t o  t he  S e l e c t  

Pa r l i amen ta ry  Commi t t e d  on Ve t e r ans '  A f f a i r s .  I s o l a t e d  i n  

t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l ,  w i t h  s e m i - o f f i c i a l  s t a t u s ,  t h e s e  GWVA 

o f f i c i a l s  had more i n  common w i t h  p o l i t i c i a n f  and b u r e a u c r a t s  
1 

t h an  w i t h  newly demobi l ized  s o ~ e r ~ . - ~ ,  In45# i t i sh  Columbia, 

l o c a l  dranch e x e c u t i v e s  of t h e  Assoc i a t i on  formed t h e  ma jo r i t y  - 

of t h e  l o c a l  d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  committees sponsored by t he  B r i t i s h  

4 Columbia Re tu rned  S o l d i e r s '  Aid Commission. 

Thr.oughout the period'under rev iew,  t he  e x e c u t i v e  of the 
B 

G W V A ' s  B r i t i s h  Columbia P r o v i n c i a l  Command, and t he  e x e c u t i v e  
J 

of t h e  Vancouver branch were l a r g e l y  i d e n t i c a l  a n d  formed a ' 

- 
l e a d e r s h i p  e l i - t e .  Many of them were p a r t  o f ,  o r  c l o s e l y  a l l i e d  

t o ,  government b u r e a u c r a c i e s .  I n  1 9 1 9  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  of t he  
h 

Yancouver Branch inc luded  f o u r  employees of t h e  Federa l  
3 

Department of S o l d i e r s '  C i v i l i a n  Re-es tab l i shment ,  an employee 

of  t h e  S o l d i e r s '  S e t t l e m e n t  Board, T.M.Harnett (BCRSAC member 
& 

and Yanager of t h e  Returned S o l d i e r s  C l u b ) ,  Wal te r  Drifinan ( a  

f ~ r m e r  h o t e l  and . r e s t a u r a n t  o p e r a t o r )  and Cambridge g r adua t e  

E r n i e  pa igb  whs was e d i t o r  of t he  B.C. Ve te rans  

bieeklY.' I t  was a  g r sup  t h a t  pe r ce ived  i t s e l f  a s  a  
1 

c o n s e r v a t i v e  f o r c e .  

s The rnili t a r y  a u t h o r i t e s  and t h e  RNWMF' had n; d o u b t s  about  

t he  r o l e  of t h e  Vancouver GWA. It was ' r u n  by t h e  i n d i r e c t :  

i n f l u e n c e  of o f f i c e r s " ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  "mould p u b l i c  op in ion  i n  

t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n " .  I t s  members were "we l l  c o n t r o l l e d  by a 
b 

2 r e s i d e n t  of sound .v iews  and he i s  suppo r t ed  by  a s t r o n g  

committee of r e t u r n e d  men'. The c i t y ' s  businessmen and 



,'- 

I. -% p o l i t i c i a n s  gave t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h e i r  e n t h u s i a s t i c  suppo r t .  O n .  

New Y e a r ' s  Day 1919,  t h e  ~ a n c o u v e r  Branch moved i n t o  t h e  former 

headqua r t e r s  of t h e  Vancouver Club. The b u i l d i n g  had ,been  ' 

r e f u r b i s h e d  f o r  t h e  occas ion :  t h e  w a l l s  of t h e  lounge were 

p a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  f l a g s  of a l l  former wartime a l l i e s  - - - e x c e p t  

Russ la .  The opening ceremony was a t t e n d e d  by many 

d i g n i t a r i e s ;  3.3. Bel l  I r v i n g  remarked t h a t  t h e r e  was .no 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  t he  Vancouver Club would s o o n e r  hand o v e r  t o  

tnan  t n e  W A .  He then  warned " t h a t  t h e r e  m u s t  be  no th ing  

of t he  e lement  t h a t  h a d  l e d  t o  . chao t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Russ ia .  

Those i d e a s  m u s t  never  t a k e  r o o t  i n  Canada". L t .  Col.  R.C.  

Cooper,  M.P. t o l d  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  t h a t  t h e  aim had a lways  been t o  
" 

g e t  " l e v e l  headed" nen on t h e  e x e c u t i v e  of  Lhe a s s o c i a t i o n  and 

t h a t  no t r a c e  of oolshevism would b e  t o l e r a t e d .  6 

The B . C .  Ve te rans  Weekly was an  impor t an t  propaganda 

~ 3 0 1 .  The magazine, which was t he  o f f i c i a l  o rgan  of t h e  

a s s ~ c i a t i o n ' s  p r m i n c i a l  l e v e l ,  was pub l i shed  bi-weekly.  I t  

c s r r l e d  news of the  v a r l o u s  b r anches ,  and a r t i c l e s  w r i t t e n  by 

: ~ d l v l d u a l  v e t e r a n s .  The e d i t o r  was w e l l  aware t h a t  t h e r e  was 

;enera1  agreement amqng t h e  r e a d e r s  t h a t  reform was e s s e n t i a l .  

T h e  e d r t a r i a l  c o n t e n t  of the magazine shows an  amb iva l en t  

a t t i t d e  t w a r b s  this i3ea. The B,C. Veterans Weekly 

c h i m e d  that i t  stood far: 

..,fair p lay  and t h e  advancement of a s p i r i t  
of u n i t y  among c i t i z e n  so ld i - e r s  which i s  v e r y  

t 
neces sa ry  a t  t h i s  present time, because a new order 
3f  t h i n g s  has  come i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  s i n c e  a c t i v e  
w a r f a r e  h a s  t e rmina t ed .  These a l t e r e d  c o n d i t i o n s  
have r e s u l t e d  i n  new i d e a s  and n o t i o n s  which m u s t  
reform ou r  s o c i a l  system. 7 



P a i g e ' s  e d i t o r i a l s  recognized t h a t  t h e  wea l th  which had 

been  amassed by war p r o f i t e e r s  had c a i l e d  i n t o  ques t i on  t h e  

mora l i t y  of c a p i t a l i s m :  

The r e t u r n e d  men a r e  not  c a p i t a l i s t s ;  t h e i r  
sympathies  a r e  w i t h  t h e  poor who s t r u g g l e  t o  o b t a i n  

" a  mere e x i s t e n c e .  Pork barons and war p r o f i t e e r s  
would n o t  r e c e i v e  much c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  bu t  would on 
t he  c o n t r a r y  be expected t o  d i sgo rge .  

By a l l  means l e t  labour  be an  a c t i v e  p a r t y  i n  
t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  of the  count ry ;  t h e  r e tu rned  men 
in t end  t o  be such,  bu t  p a r t n e r s  m u s t ,  of n e c e s s i t y  
co-operate  o r  e l s e  the'  b u s i n e s s  of t h e  f i r m  would 
be ru ined .  .An a c t u a l  co-opera,tion between labour  
and c a p i t a l .  would b r i n g  a l l  t h e  r e t u r n e d  men i n ,  and 
t h e  s o c i a l  improvements l abour  i s  advoca t ing  would 
r e c e i v e  a lmos t  unanimous suppor t .  8 

In t h e  post-war euphor ia  even t h e  GWVA had s e n t  d e l e g a t e s  

t~ t h e  Vancouver Trades and Labour Counci l .  E d i t o r  

l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  s o c i a l i s m ,  p rov id ing  i t  was brought  

" f r e e ,  democr3t ic  methods", s en t imen t s  more c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of 
- ,  

S r i t i s h  than  Canadian i n t e l l e z t u a l s .  But t h e  e d i t o r ,  l i k e  t h o s e  

wh=, q t t ended  t h e  opening of  GWVA headqua r t e r s ,  beliefred t h a t  

"Bolshevism shou ld  be stamped o u t " .  I n  the  columns of t h e  

3.c. Veterans  Weekly f e a r  a • ’  bolshevism i s  nore  e v i d e n t  

than  a d e s i r e  t o  work , w i t h  organized labour  o r  s o c i a l i s t  

Daige w a s  h a r r i f e d  when the  Western Labour Conference,  

d m i n a t e d  by t he  advance of the  r a d i c a l  One Big Union ( O B U ) ,  

suggested t he  f ~ r r n a  tion'of j o i n t  s o l d i  er/labouc,'cbrnmi t t e e s :  

Sucn r e s o l u t i o n s  of course  a r e  J o r t h  no more 
than  t h e  value  given t o  them by t h e  men who p a s s  
them. S o l d i e r s ,  as a  body, though sympathe t ic  t o  
l abour  i n  a l l  i t s  l e g i t i m a t e  c la ims  can have n o  
t ruck  v i  t h  r e v ~ l u t  i o n a r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t hose  of t h e  
Spa r t acan  and Bolsheviki  o r d e r .  

I 
1 0  

The e d i t o r  c l e a r l y  saw h imse l f ,  h i s  magazine, and t h e  GWVA, a s  



having an  o b l i g a t i o n :  ' . . . i t iq, imposs ib le ,  e i t h e r  w i t h i n  o r  
/ 

without  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t o  put  a  check on t h a t  [ s o l d i e r s g  
. . 

p r o t e s t ]  movement, t h e r e f o r e  i t  has become a duty. of t h e  

r e spons ib l e  o f f i c e r s  t o  guide  and d i r e c t  :c @ w a r d  b e n e f i c i a l - .  - 
11 ends.  

The GWVA Vancouver execut ive* was always c a r e f u l  t o  ' s t r e s s  

t he  concept  of comradeship, which, i n  t heo ry ,  minimized t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  between ex-of f i c e r s  and former members of t h e  rank 

and f i l e .  Walter  Drinnan, the  A s s o c i a t i o n ' s  pa id  o r g a n i z e r  
- 

promoted the  idea  a t  the  opening of a  new Branch: 

Loyal l abou r  e n l i s t e d  by t h e  thousands  when t h e  
war broke o u t ,  and s o  d i d  l o y a l  manhood of every  
o t h e r  shade of t h e  community. Lords,  dukes ,  e a r l s ,  
and m i l l i o n a i r e s  were no l a g g a r d s w h e n  t h e  c a l l  f o r  
men came, and i n  t h e  deadly  s t r u g g l e  t h a t  fo l lowed 
and which ended s o  g l o r i o u s l y  f o r  t h e  c suse  of 
freedom, t h e  l abour ing  man was a  comrade i n  t h e  
ranks  w i t h  banker ,  b roker ,  o r  any o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l .  
B u t  t h e  l abou r ing  man who d i d  not  go t o  t h e  f r o n t  
and d i d  not  do h i s  l o y a l  " b i t "  i n  some way o r  
o t h e r .  . . cannot  s e e  t h a t - t h e  war has  i n  r e a l i t y  done 
away wi th  t h e  o l d  time " c l a s s "  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  He does 
no t  r e a l i s e  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r  who l e d  h i s  men, 
s u f f e r i n g  w i t h  them, sometimes s u f f e r i n g  more himself '?  
i n  o r d e r  t o  s p a r e  t h e  rank and f i l e ,  i s  a  " loved"  
comrade of h i s  men. 1 2  

In p r a c t i c e  t h e  G W A  Vancouver ex c u t i v e ' s  a c t i o n s  opposed / 
organ ized  l abour  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  t h u s  e  f e c t i v e l y  g iv ing  i t s  J 
s u p p o r t  t o  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s .  ~ n t i - a l i e n  s e n t i m e n t  cou ld  be 

used t o ' f o w e r  wages by f i r i n g  a l i e n s  and r e p l a c i n g  them w i t h  

GWVA's  p o l i c i e s  l e d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h i s  kind of s i t u a t i o n .  I t  

a l r e a d y  had a r eco rd  pf p e r s e c u t i n g  a l i e n s .  '1n Apr i l  1918 i t  

had co-operated i n  a n a t i o n a l  a n t i - a l i e n  campaign; A t  a  l a r g e  
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demons t ra t ion  h e l d  i n  Vancouver its speakers had c a l l e d  for  t h e  

interrynent  of enemy a l i e n s  a t  a  low wage f o r  " i n d u s t r i a l  

p'urposes" . The o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  post-war a t t i t u d e  towards t h i s  

group was i n d i c a t e d  i n  a-December 1918, B.C. Veterans  

Weekly ca r toon ,  which s h w e d  a  l a r g e  hand, l a b e l l e d  " r e tu rned  

s o l d i e r * ,  c ru sh ing  i t s  enemies: p r o f i t e e r s ,  l a n d l o r d s ,  

e x p l o i t e r s  and a l i e n s .  The Vancouver branch focused i t s  

a t t e n t i o n  on t h e  l a t t e r .  1 3  

1n l a t e  January  1919, t he  Vancouver. branch c a l l e d  on' 

employers t o  r e p l a c e  a l i e n  enemies w i t h  v e t e p - n s ,  charging - - 
P 

t h a t ' a l i e n s  were p reach ing  "dangerous d o c t r i n e s n  i n  t h e  c i t y ' s  

s h i p y a r d s  and a t  g a t h e r i n g s  of t h e  Federated Labour Pa r ty .  The 

GhiVA n e e t i n g ,  w i t h  i t s  appeal  t o  t he  b a s e r  human emotions was 

? a r t  a•’ a  l a r g e r  n a t i o n a l  s t r a t e g y .  I t  co inc ided  w i t h  c l a s h e s  

a between s o c i a l i s t s  and v e t e r a n s  i n  Winnipeg and Calgary,  - and 

'Jancouver 's  m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i e s  were a l e r t e d .  The c i t y ' s  

s o c i a l i s t  meetings were rescheduled  and a  meeting of Mayor ' 

Gale,  v e t e r a n s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and s o c i a l i s t  l e a d e r s  was h a s t i l y  

convened.. A l l  p r e s e n t  expressed  themselves i n  favour  of law 
A - and o r d e r .  TheY_ta_bo_ur weekly, B.C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  

--- - . - -- 
\ 

reminded i t s  r e a d e r s  t h a t  t he  removal of a l i e n s  would not  

s a c u r e  enough jobs f ~ r  a l l  r e t u r n e d  men, and t h a t  a n t i - a l i e n  

s m t i m e n t s  and bofshevik l a b e l s  were be ing  used to  preven t  

i n i t y  between returned men and workers: "The d i s t i n c t i o n  t h a t  

i s  5einrj made between s o l d i e r s  and workers i s  p u r p o s e f u l l y  

nade. ..The re tu-rned men i n  most c a s e s  a r e  and always have been, . + 
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1 4  
- 

members of t h e  w o r k i n g  class*, 

T h e  d i s a p p r o v a l  of t h e  B.C.  F e d e r a t i o n i s t  d i d  n o t  
k 

p r e v e e w e  V a n c o u v e r  GWVA, w h i c h  u s e d  t h e  terms ' a l i e n R ,  
i 

"enemy a l i e  " f o r e i g n e r M  i n t e r c h a n g a b l y ,  f r o m  t r y i n g  t o  

i m p l e m e n t  i t s  a n t { - a l i e n  p o l i c y .  A c o m m i t t e e ,  composed  m a i n l y  
' i, 

cd e x - o f f i c e r s ,  met w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  B . C .  

Manu f a c t u r e r s '  A d m c i a t  ion a n d  the E m p l o y e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n .  T h e  
-2 

e m p l o y e r s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a g r e e d  t o  s u p p l y  t h e m  w i t h  a l i s t  o f  

enemy a l i e n s  ~ h 3  c o u l d  b e  r e p l a c e d  b y  v e t e r a n s .  I t  was 

r e p o r t e d  l a t e r  t h a t  f ~ r t y  members  o f  t h e  B.C. L o g g e r s '  

A s s o c i a t i o n  had  p r ~ m i s e d  n o t  t o  e m p l o y  a l i e n s  a n d  t o  g i v e  

p r e f e n c e  t o  v e t e r a n s .  when h i r i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  

f i r m s  i.n t h e  c i t y  w e r e  f i l l i n g  v a c a n c i e s  w i t h  r e t u r n e d  men a n d  

r e f u s i n g  t o  h i r e  f o r e i g n e r s .  I t  i s  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  c l e a r  t o  w h a t  

e x t e n t  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  r e p r e s e n t e d  a r e p l a c e m e n t  of a l i e n s ,  or  

t o  w h a t  e x t e n t  i t  a p p l i e d  o n l y  t o  h i r i n g  new e a p l o y e e s ,  f 5 
- 

I n  o n e  c a s e  t h e  GdV.4 p o l i c y  - o f  r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  a l i e n s  by  

v e t e r a n s  l e d  t o  wage c u t s .  T h e  a n t i - u n i o n  p o l i c i e s  o f  G r a n b y  

C o n s o l i d a t e d  M i n i n g  w e r e  n o t o r i o u s ;  i t  h a d  q u a s h e d  a l l  o f  i t s  

Anyox e m p l o y e e s '  a t t e m p t s  t o  o r g a n i z e .  T h e  company p r o n o u n c e d  

i t s e l f  e a g e r  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  G W V A ' s  a n t i - a l i e n  p o l i c y ,  and, 

when o r g a n i z e r  W a l t e r  D r i n n a n  v i s i t e d  Anyox i n  March  1 9 1 9 ,  - 

i t  i n f o r m e d  him t h a t  s i x t y  o f  i t s  1 3 5  a l i e n  employ*s h a d  b e e n  

d i s c h a r g e d .  T h e  f i r m  w a s  e a g e r  t o  s e e  a b r a n c h  o f  t h e  ZWIA 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  town .  The  b r a n c h ' s  e x e c u t i v e  w a s  t o  a c t  f o r  

t h e  w o r k e r s  i n  d i  s p u t e s  b e t w e e n  t h , e  company a n d  e m p l o y e e s .  

D r i n n a n  was  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  two  h u n d r e d  more r e t u r n e d  men were 



needed t o  f i l l  v a c a n c i e s .  They were o f f e r e d  e x c e l l e n t  working 

c o n d i t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  housing f o r  marr ied  men, p i c t u r e  shows and 

t e n n i g .  He was e n t h u s i a s t i c :  

T h e i r  [ t h e  Granby Company's] ready sympathy 
and a n x i e t y  t o  do  a l l  i n  t h e i r  power t o  g i v e  
employment a t  f a i r  wages and under d e c e n t  c o h d i t i o n s  

9 t o  r e t u r n e d  men was an o b j e c t  l e s s o n .  . . w e l l  worthy 
of c o n s i d e r a t i o n  by employers i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of 
B.C. 16 

%hind t h i s  r o s y  p i c t u r e  l a y  t h e  company's wage c u t  of $1 a 

day  which had l e d  t3 a s t r i k e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  month. Granby 

iras r ~ l y i n g  on t-he i n f l m  of r e t u r n e d  so ld iers  to feplace t h e  

s t r i k e ' r s .  I t  i s  ha rd ly  s u r p r i s i n g .  t h a t  Ocean F a l l s  exp re s sed  a n  
? 

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s33e ar rangement  a s  Granby, o r  t h a t  t h e  

?.3ssland mine managers promised t h e  GWVA ~ r g a n i z e r  t h e i r  

.72 

Sot a l l  members of t h e  W V A  were a s  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  f e d  

sf enemy a l i e n s ,  3r t3  s i n p l i s t i c  i d e a s  on s o l v i n g  employment 

sr30le?-is ,  a s  was tne '+;anzouver e x e c u t i v e .  i3rarich members 

f r2 ;uen t ly  exp re s sed  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r e s o l u t i o n s  pu t  forward by 

- , . ,e  i i e a d e r s ,  bu t  t h e y  a ? p a r  ta nave been bo th  outweighed and 

, * I I - -  ~ ~ ~ . ~ 3 n c , e u v e r e = l .  i n  Yay 1 9 1 9  s e v e r a l  branch meabers t r i e d  t o  

g a s 3  3 r e s o l u t i o n  b a r r i n g  eapLoyees of t h e  tu.0 s e n i o r  l e v e l s  of 
, 

;3,iernment f r m  t h e  e x e c u t i v e .  T h i s  would have ous t ed  t h e  

s r a n z n ' s  l e a d e r s  vh2, i n  a d d ~ t i o n  t o  being government 

e ,z? loyees ,  were e x - a f f i c e r s .  T h g  a t t empted  coup which was - 

e7grneerad  by 337 Cathard ,  t he  l e a d e r  of a n o t h e r  v e t e r a n s '  

j r2up ,  f 3 i l e d  i n  the!  f a c e  of v igorous  o p p o s i t i o n  by branch 

? r e s i d e n t ,  2ev L X .  Z h i c t a k e r  3rd Walter  Drinnan.  18 



The G W A  b r a n c h e s  i n  the p r o v i n c e  d i d  n o t  all t h i n k  a l i k e .  

P r i v a t e  Tom B a r n a r d ,  u n i o n  a c t i v i s t ,  FLP member', and P r e s i d e n t  

o f  t h e  N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r  b r a n c h ,  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  u n r e s t  t h a t  was 

s w e e p i n g  t h e  n a t i o n  was c a u s e d  b y  t h e  . p r o d u c t i o n  o f  % g o o d s  f o r  

p r o f i t  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  use. The p r o b l e m  of b o l s h e v i s m  could b e  

c u r e d  b y ' r e m o v i n g  i t s  r o o t  caus ' e s :  s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e  a n d  t h e  

w o r k e r s '  f e a r  o f  u n e m p l o y m e n t ,  s i c k n e s s ,  o l d  a g e ,  a n d  t h e i r  . 
d e p e n d e n t s '  l a c k  o f  s e c u r i t y .  ~ h \ e  r e s o l u t i o n s  o f  t h e  N e w  

W e s t m i n s t e r  GivVA r e f l e c t  t h e  i d e a a h  t h e s p r e - s i d e n t .  I t  
*-P 

- - 

demnded t h a t  G o v e r m e n t  p r o v i d e  c i t i z e n s  w i t h  e n o u g h  work t o  

a l l o w  them t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  c o m f o r t  by  t h e i r  l a b o u r .  

O l d  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  be p r o v i d e d  w i t h  p e n s i o n s .  U n d e r  B a r n a r d ' s  

l e a d e r s h i p  t h e  b r a n c h  r e j e c t e d  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  a n t i - a l i e n  a n d  

a n t - i - A s i a t i c  s e n t i m e n t s .  The V i c t o r i a  GWVA b r a n c h  a l s o  

d i s s e n t e d .  T n r o u g h o u t  t h e  p u s t - w a r  p e r i o d  i t  w o r k e d  w i t h  t h e  

c i . t y l s  l a b o u r  movement.  19 
- .  

But  i n  summer 1 9 1 9  i t  w a s  t o  b e  the '  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  

V a n c o u v e r  B r a n c h  a n d  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  g r o u p  t h a t  c o n t r o l l e d  i t  

t h a t  was t o  b e  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  d a i l y  p r d - n d  t h a t  w o u l d ,  

h e l p  t o  s h a p e  p u b l i c  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  r e t u r n e  'k _ _ s o l d i e r s  p o i n t  

~f v i e w .  I t  may h a v e  b e e n  t h e  p r ~ l i f e r a t i ~ n  o f  v e t e r a n s t  

g r o u p s  t h a t  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  GWVA V a n c o u v e r  e x e c u t i v e ' s  

a p p a r e n t  s t r a n g l e h ~ l d  o n  i t s  members.  T h o s e  -who were 
B 

d i s e n c h a n t e d  d l d  n o t  n e e d  t o  e x p e n d  t h e i r  e n e r g i e s  o n  

d i s l o d g i n g  t h e  l e a d e r s .  T h e r e  g e r e , m a n y  o t h e r  g r o u p s  

r i  t h  d i f f e r e d  p h i l o s o p h i e s  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  j o i n .  
i7 I 

-.I 

The Arny and Savy V e t e r a n s  (A&H), whose  V a n c o u v e r  u n i t  h a d  
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b r e a k e r s .  I n  a t t e m p t i n g - t g  g e t  work f o r  i t s  members t h e  Khaki 

Union  u n d e r c u t  t h e  L o n g s h o r e m e n s t  U n i o n ' s  b i d  t o  u n l o a d  t h e  

Amur i n  May 1 9 1 9 .  B u t  seamen  a n d  f i r e m e h  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  - I 

l o n g s h o r e m e n , '  mak ing  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  Khaki  Union t 6  

f u l i i l  t h e  c o n t r a c t .  A f t e r w a r d s ,  a d i s g r u n t l e d  l o n g s h o r e m a n  

r e m a r k e d  t h a t  t h e  name s h o u l d  b e  c h a n g e d  f rom Khaki  Union t o  

" S c a b  U n i o n n .  I n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  1 9 1 9 ,  t h e  o n l y  way . 

t h a t  t h e  Khaki Union  c o u l d  o b t a i n  work f o r  i t s  members was t o  

u n d e r c u t  t h e  w a g e s  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  " n i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  

~ o n g s h o r e m e n s ' - ,  or  t o  c o n t r a c t  f o r  work i t s e l f ,  a t  s t a r v a t i o n  

wages .  I n  May 1 9 1 9  Hal lam m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  wa,s 

p r o v i d i n g  emplgyment  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  i t s  4 0 0  members a t  50 

c e n t s  o r  more  p e r  h o u r ,  b u t  t h i s  was  a  g r o s s  e x a g g e r a t i o n .  The 

Khaki  Union member who, i n  t h r e e  weeks ,  b u i l t  a  g a r a g e  f o  P 
t o t a l  wage 'of $30 a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  more  t y p i c a l .  I f  

\ 

t h e  u n i o n  had b e e n  s o  s u c c e s s f u l  i t  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  c o m p l e t e l y '  
5 

f a d e d  f r o m  the s c e n e  l a t e r  i n  1 9 1 9 .  2 5 

The Khaki  L a b o u r  U n i o n ' s  p o r t r a y a l  o f  V a n c o u v e r ' s  l a b o u r  
\ 

a c t i v i s t s  a s  " u n - B r i t i s h "  was  i r o n i c  -- i n  1 9 1 9  t h e  m a j o r i t y  -. 
1 

, * 

of  t h e  c i t y ' s  u n i o n  l e a d e r s  were o f  B ~ i t i s h  o r i g i n .  Many 

e x - s o l d i e r s  were u n i o n  members a n d  i n  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  o f  1919  
I 

t h e y  were a b l e  t o  f i n d  a ,  y e t e r a n s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  e x p r e s s e d  

p r o - u n i o n  s e n t i m e n t s :  t h e  600-member Comrades  o f  t h e  Great War. 

- The Comrades '  m e m b e r s h i p  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  were e v e n  more 

e x c l u s i v e  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  t h e  A&N; i.t was l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  who 

had  s e e n  a c t i v e  se rv ice  a t  t h e  f r o n t .  T h e r e  was  a n  a l l i e d  

b r a n c h  i n  V i c t o r i a  a n d  a f f i l i a t e d  members were s ~ a t t e r e d  a b o u t  



t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia i n t e r i o r  and even i n  Washington S t a t e .  - 
The f a c i l i  Lies of the  clubhouse of t h e  Vancouver Comrades, a t  

518 Hastings, includ-ed a  lounge', a canteen and g b i l l i a r d  room. 

Pres ident  Sam Gothard's d e s c r i p t i o n  of i t  a s  a home t h a t  

members could make t h e i r  res idence ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i t  a l s o  had 

s leeping  accommodation. Gothard, was a  p r i n t e r ,  employed by t h e  

Vancouyer World, and most of the the  members were working 

men, many of whom were employed i n  the  shipyards.  I n  December 

1918  the  Vic to r i a  Comrades, along w i t h  o t h e r  ve te rans '  groups, 
P 

attempted t o  form an a l l i a n c e  between labour  and s o l d i e r s '  . 

organiza t ions .  I n  t h a t  same month the  Vancouver Comrades 

i n s t i g a t e d  a  walk-out a t  Coughlanrs i n  p r o t e s t  $gains t  the  

b 6  f i r i n g  of one of t h e i r  members, Comrade Anderson. 

The Comrades and t h e i !  p res iden t  were harsh c r i t i c s  of the  

GWVA. I n  a  l e t t e r  t o  Prime Minis te r  Borden, Gothard claimed 

t h a t  the  r i v a l  o rgan iza t ion  was a  " joken,  c o n t r o l l e d  by an 

.ex-of f i c e r  c l ique  which d id  not r ep resen t  t h e  major i ty  of 

returned men i n  the  c i t y .  I n t e l l i g e n c e  reports$decribed 
; 

, Gothard a s  a  "former s o c i a l i s t n  and a  " s c o u n d r " e " l n ~ ~ ~ e g o r i z i n g  

h im w i t h  E.E., Winch and Vic tor  Mi-dgely a s  "very dangerous --.. 
a g i t a t o r [ s l M .  The p u t h o r i t i e s '  preoccupation w i t h  Gothard and'  

t h e i r  f r equen t  e s t ima tes  of the number of s o l d i e r s  h i s  

orsbniza t i o n  c o n t r o l l e d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he had cons iderable  

inf luence  on t h e  l o c a l  scene 2 7  

In add i t ion  t o  h i s  a t tempts  t o  o u s t  the  GWVA's-Vancouve,r 

execut ive ,  Gothard continued h i s  support  of t.he VTLC a f t ~ r  the  

withdrawal of the  A & N  and t h e  W A .  Re helped t o  organize a  



j o i n t  so ld ie r / l abour  meeting i n  April  1919 where he made h i s .  - 
-1 

a l l e g i a n c e s  c l e a r ,  dec la r ing  tRat  he never had a more decent  

r ecep t ion  than  t h a t  he had been given by Winch and Midqely, t h e  /. F -- -.-. /' 

so c a l l e d  * a n a f c h i s t s n .  Eothard spo t h a t  
/- 

e x i s t e d  between ve terans ;  he c i t e d  f i f t e e n  recen t  appointments 

of ex-ef f i c e r s  t o  governrirent pos i t ions  a s  evidence t h a t  the  

r e a l  i n t e r e s t s  of the  re turned  s o l d i e r s  l ay  w i t h  organized 
' d 

labou;. T h i s  l ed  RNWMP Commissioner Horrigan t o  remark t h a t  
a 

the  Comrades were the  playground of the  "barrack room lawyer 

6 type of ind iv idua l . .  .more s u i t e d  t o  the company of the  T & L C 

than the  more s t a b l e  communities". 2 8  

Though Desmond Morton and Terry Copp maintain t h a t  

"Canada's unions missed an opportuni ty when they showed l i t t l e  
4 

i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  problems of returned so l ' d i e r s" ,  t h i s  was not 

the case i n  Vancouver. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  'co-operation between the  

Comrades and l a b o u r I L  one ve te rans1  group qas  even more. c lose ly  

t i e d  t o  organized labour -- t h e  Ex-Soldiers'  and Sa i l o r s '  

Labour Council. T h i s  group, formed by t h e  VTLC i n  conformity 

w i t h  the the  Western Labour Conference's r e s o l u t i o n ,  bore' t he  
- 

same name a s  a group t h a t  had been a c t i v e  i n  S e a t t l e  during 
8 

t h a t  c i t y ' s  General S t r i k e .  There i s  no doubt t h a t  withdrawal 

of supporf by t h e  GWVA and t h e  A & N  from the  labour body 

presented a  problem. The Comrades' membership q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  

excluded many ve te rans ,  and not a l l  disenchanted members of the 

GWVA could jo in ,  The Ex-Soldiers'  and S a i l o r s f  Labour Council 

-welcomed a l l  pro-labour veterans.  The a u t h o r i t i e s ,  f ea r ing  t h e  

in f luence  the  new group might have on the  c i t y ' s  ve te rans ,  kept 



a  c l o s e  eye on i t s  progress .  29 
'j; 

The c o n s t i t u t i o n  of the  Ex-Soldiers ' and S a i l o r s  l Council 

made the  isgue of c l a s s  paramount -- workers and 

- common i n t e r e s t s .  The s a c r i f i c i e s  of war had not 

shared: 

s o l d i e r s  had 

been equal ly  

The grba'p 
'. ,. 

. . . .during the  whole of t h e  War per iod ,  while ,-. 
many of u s  were engaged i n  f i g h t i n g ,  the  r e s t  of t h e  
workers produced enough t ~ ~ m a i n t a i n  u s  i n  munitions, 
w 

equipment, food e t c .  kept themselves and t h e i r  . d -- _ 
dependents, but mantained i n  i d l e n e s s  and luxurg a  
master c l a s s  and produced many more m i l l i o n a i r e s  and 
p r o f i t e e r s .  30 

declared t h a t  no s o l u t i o n  for ,  the  p resen t  economic 

and s ~ c i a l  system could be found u n t i l  t he  system f o r  prof i t  

had been replaced by a  system f o r  use. The c o n s t i t u t i o n  a l s o  

allowed a  c a r e f u l  examination of a l l  would-be members; they 

had t o  be workers who subscribed t o  tRe p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  

group. New a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  which needed the  support  of two 

members, were s u b j e c t  t o  the s c r u t i n y  of th&,executive.  3 1 
2+ 

The l e t t e r h e a d  of the new organiza t ion  r e f l e c t e d  i t s  

ideology. I t  showed a  worker marching i n  s t e p  w i t h  a  s o l d i e r  

.and a  s a i l o r .  Jack Kavanagh, a  leading f i g u r e  i n  Vancouver's 

OBU wrote i t s  f i r s t  l e a f l e t ,  'The S o l d i e r ' s  Welcome Home", 

which made i n d i r e c t  r e fe rence  t o  the Vancouver GWVA, i n  i t s  

d e s c r i p t i o n  of re turned  s o l d i e r s '  o rganiza t ions  which were 

* . . . r u l e d  by the  o f f i c e r s  who ru led  u s  cza r - l ike  lover  t h e r e ' " .  

The l e a f l e t  a l s o  attempted t o  heal some of the  wounds l e f t  by 

previous s t r i f e  between ve terans  and labour .  It claimed t h a t  

the minds of s o l d i e r s  had been poisoned a g a i n s t  t h e  labour  

l e a d e r s  who were the very men who were doing t h e  most t o  so lve  



c o n t e m p o r a r y  p r o b l e m s .  I t  e n d e d  w i t h  a  t h r e a t :  " . , . t h e  

e m p l o y i n g  c l a s s  p r o m i s e d ' u s  o u r  r e w a r d  f o r  d e f e n d i n g  k h e i r  

i n t e r e s t s .  I f  t h e y  c a n n o t  g i v e  i t  we m u s t  t a k e  i t " ,  3 2 c 
3 

The E x - S o l d i  e r s t  a n d  Sa i l o r s '  C o u n c i l  s o u g h t  t h e  m o r a l  and , I ~\ 

f i n a n c i a l  h e l p  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e '  s . l a b o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  T h e  L.. 
/ 

u n i o n s  r e s p o n d e d  ' i n \ e v e r a l  ways.  The L o g g e r s  d o n a t e d  t h e  u s e  

. of t h e t r  h a l l  a t  6 1  C o r d o v a  S t r e e t .  Some u n i o n s  a p p o i n t e d  

v e t e r a n s  a s  " w a l k i n g  d e l e g a t e s n  t o  g e t  r e c r u i t s  f o r  t h e  new 

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h e  s t e a m  a n d  O p e r a t i n g  E n g i n e e r s ,  t h e  

Lof igshoremen,  t h e  & i l e r r n a k e r s '  l hi on a n d  ' t h e  M a c h i n i s t s '  

Un ion ,  g a v e  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t .  Bu t  e v e n  t h e  l a r g e s t  d o n a t i o n ,  

$ 1 0 0  f rom t h e  VTLC, was  a  t i n y  amount  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  t h e  a m o u n t  

o f  g o v e r n m e n t  f u n d i n g  t o  o t h e r  v e t e r a n s '  g r o u p s .  3 3 

J u s t  how much s u c c e s q  th , e  new g r o u p  had  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  

1 9 1 9  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e s t i m a t e .  The B.C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t  

r e p o r t e d -  i t s  m e e t i n g s ,  a n d  g r i n t e d  f e t t e r s  f rom i t s  s u p p o r t e r s  
3 ,  

a t t a c k i n g  t ) ~  GWVA. The a u t h o r i t i e s '  r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  

t h o u g h  t h e  E x - S o l d i e r s  and S a i l o r s  Counc i , l  was., r e g a r d e d  a s  a 
P 

u 
b a d  i n f l u e n c e  o n  v e t e r a n s ,  i t  was p e r c e i v e d  a s  a  l e s se r  

t h r e a t  t h a n  t h e  Comrades  of t h e  G r e a t  War. 

O n l y  f r a g m e n t a r y  e v i d e n c e  r e m a i n s  o f  a t h i r d  i n • ’  l u e n t i a l  

v e t e r a n s  ' g r o u p  w h i c h  s u p p o r t e d  l a b o u r ,  The  C a m p a i g n e r s  o f  

t h e  G r e a t  War was  r e c o g n i z e d  by t h e  c i v i c  a u t h o r i t i e s  a s  a  

~ r e t e r a n s '  g r o u p  t h a t  g u a l i f i e d  f o r  f u n d i n g ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  known - 

i f  i t  r e c e i v e d  a  g r a n t .  S c a t t e r e d  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  

2 3 a p a i g n e r ~  o c c u r  f r m  1 3 1 8  u n t i l  e a r l y  1 9 2 1 .  Its c l u b  - , 
o p e r a t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  C ~ l o n i a l  T h e a t r e  o n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  



- 
G r a n v i l l e  and D u n s r n u i r .  The s a l e s  of t h e  g roup ' s  magazine 

t h e  Campaigner, a p u b l i  ca ' t ion which c la imed t o  have a wide 

c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  Vancouver d u r i n g  1919, suppo r t ed  t h e  o p e r a t i o n .  

The s i z e  of i t s  membership i s  d i f f i c u l t . . t o  a s s e s s .  In  1919 i t  

claimed t o  have 1 ,000  members, a l l  of whom had s e e n  a c t i v e  

s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  f r o n t ,  bu t  t h i s k c l a i m  cannot-  be v e r i f i e d  u s ing  

o f f i c i a l  r e co rds .  Though G. Simpson was t h e  Campaignersf  

p r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  moving f o r c e  behind t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was R . H .  

Young, i t s  s e c r e t a r y .  Young, who was a l s o  e d i t o r  of t h e  

Campaigner, had been a v i c t im  of a  wartime g a s  a t t a c k  and 

was t o  d i e  of h e a r t  f a i l u r e  brought  on by t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  i n  

1 9 2 1 .  But d e s p i t e  h i s  f r a g i l i t y  he and t h e  C a m p a i g n e r ~ ~ w e r e  

s t aunch  s u p p o r t e r s  of l a b o u r .  During t h e  j o i n t  s o l d i e r / l a b a u r  

meeting . i n  Ap r i l  1 9 1 9  h e  appeared.  on t h e  p l a t f o r m  b e s i d e  

Gothard and members of t he  VTLC. 3 4 

The v e t e r a n s '  g roups  t h a t  have been examined i n  some 

d e t a i l ,  were chosen because of t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e ,  t h e i r  

i d e o l o g i e s  and t h e i r  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  l a b o u r .  B u t  many o t h e r  

g r ~ u p s  e x i s t e d  i n  Vancouver and o t h e r s  would be formed i n  l a t e r  
1 

y e a r s .  The Imper ia l  Ve t e r ans ,  a n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  had 

3 V3ncouver membership of 5 0 0  i n  1919, was composed of v e t e r a n s  

, wh3 had 1ef . t  Canada t o  j o i n  t h e  Imper ia l  f o r c e s .  On t h e i r  

r e t u r n  t o  Canada t h e s e  nen found t h e  b e n e f i t s  p a i d  by t h e  

B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  sere much l e s s  t h a n  t b s e  g iven  t o  v e t e r a n s  

of t h e  C . E .  P. Under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of Major T'.B. Thomas t h e  

o r ~ a n i z a  t i o n  lobbied merriment f o r  b e n e M t s  f o r  t h e i r  nembers. 

I n  1919 t h e  Vancouver Imper ia l  Ve te rans  tended t o  s t a y  c l e a r  of 



p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  were t o  become more  radical  d u r i n g  t h e  

unemployment  c r i s i s  o f  1920-22.  O t h e r  v e t e r a n s '  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i n  

t h e  c i t y  i n c l u d e d  t h o s e  t h a t  d e a l t  s p e c i f i c ~ l l y  w i t h  d i s a b l e d  
__L 

v e t e r a n s ,  a n d  m i l i t a r y  c l u b s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  S e a f o r t h  O v e r s e a s  

C l u b ,  a n d  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  O v e r s e a s  A r t i l l e r y  A s s o c i a t i o n &  3 5 

I t  m u s t  a l s o  b e  b o r n e  i n  mind t h a t  t h e  p r e s s  a n d  t h e  

r e p o r t s  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e  a g e n c i e s  g i v e  a  d i S t o r t e d  p i c t u r e  by , 

Y 
t h e i r  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s p e c t s  o f  v e t e r a n s '  g r o u p s .  

The c l u b s ,  w h e r e  e x - s o l d i e i s  c o u l d  r e l a x  a n d  t a l k  w i t h  t h e i r  

war b u d d i e s ,  were n o  d o u b t  t h e  m a i n  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

of  k h e i r  members.  The  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l s o  d i s p e n s e d  p r a c t i c a l  

h e l p  i n  t h e  fo rm o f  f r e e  m e a l s  a n d  c l o t h i n g  f o r  members who 
, 

w e r e  down o n  t h e i r  l u c k .  Though t h e r e  was  u n d o u b t e d l y  some 

h o s t i l i t y  b e t w e e n  e x - ~ f f i c e r s  a n d  o t h e r  r a n k s ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  i s  

n o t  a 1 1  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e .  Many o f f i c e r s  k e p t  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  + 

men f a r r n e r l y  u n d e r  t h e i r  command, a n d  t o o k  a  k i n d l y ,  i f  
t 

3 6 2 a t e r n a l i  s t i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  r e l l b e i p g .  
Ir 

T h e r e  were a l s o  many v e t e r a n s  who a v o i d e d  e x - s o l d i e r s '  

g r o u p s  -- who w a n t e d  n o  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  r e m i n d e d  

t h e n  o f  t h e  w a r .  D e s p i t e  t h e  o f t - s t a t e d  o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  G W V A  

and t h e  o p p o s i n g  i d e a s  o f  t h e  E x - S o l d i e r s  a n d  S a i l o r s  L a b o u r  

Cguncil, t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  v e t e r a n s  were unknown, 

arid, a s  Canada e n t e r e d  i t s  most c r i t i c a l  periud of 

z g n f r ~ n t a t i o n  i n  Hay 1 9 1 9 ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  were u n s u r e  w h e r e  , 

- ~ ? e t e r a n s '  l o y a l t i e s  w s u l d  l i e .  
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CHAPTER 3 

1919  - The ~ e q e r a l  S t r i k e  a n d  i t s  A f t e r m a t h .  
t' 

- =  we c a n  o n l y  k e e p  t h e  r e t u r n e d  s o l d i e r s  
w d h  u s ,  I am o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  i n  c a s e  o f  t r o u b l e  
t h e r e  a r e  e n o u g h  good l o y a l  p e o p l e  who w i l l  s t a n d  
b e h i n d  t h e  t r o o p s  t o  make t h e  o u t c o m e  c e r t a i n .  On 
t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i f  t h e  d i s t u r b i n g  e l e m e n t s  w i n  o v e r  
a  l a r g e  number  o f  r e t u r n e d  men t h e n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
w i l l  become v e r y  s e r i o u s .  6 

RNWMP S e c r e t  a n d  C o n f i d e n t i a l  
Month ly  R e p o r t ,  l V a n c o u v e r ,  
F e b r u a r y  19 1 9 .  

In 1919 o r g a n i z e d  l a b o u r  was  i n  a  m i l i t a n t  mood i n  

V a n c o u v e r  a s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  n a t i o n .  Bu t  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  

m i l i t a n c y  t h e r e  w e r e  d e e p  d i v i s i o n s . .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g  of 1919; 

t h e  W e e e r n  L a b o u r  C o n f e r e n c e  r e s o l v e d  t o  s e t  u p  O n e  Big Union .  

~ h ;  OBU b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c r a f t  u n i o n s  were o b s o l e t e ,  
@=-! 

a n d  t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  . a c t i o n  cauld  come whe-pra l3  w o r k e r s  were 

u n i t e d  i n  o n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t s  programme a d v o c a t e d  t h e  u s e  o f  

t h e  G e n e r a l  S - t r i k e ,  a n d  e s c h e w e d  e l e c t q r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  B u t  

C o n f e r e n c e  d e l e g a t e s  were n o t  u n a n i m o u s ;  a s i g n i f i c a n t  m i n o r i t y  

b e l i e v e d  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  l a b o u r  l a y  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  u n i o n  a n d  

s o c i a l i s t  o r  l a b o u r  p a r t y  s t r u c t u r e s .  The V a n c o u v e r  T r a d e s  a n d  

L a b o u r  C o u n c i l  d e c i d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  OBU's o r g a n i z i n g  d r i v e ,  

a n d  v o t e d  f u n d s  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  b u t  i t  too  w a s  d i v i d e d  o n  t h e  

i s s u e .  T h e  o r g a n i z i n g  d r i v e  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  a  g r o w i n g  m i l i t a n c y  

among t h e  w o r k e r s .  Even b e f o r e  t h e  OBU c o u l d  t a k e  o f f i c i a l  

f o r m  t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  " o n e  b i g  u n i o n  f r o m  b e l o w "  r e s u l t e d  i n  

a n  o u t b r e a k  of G e n e r a l  S t r i k e s .  V e t e r a n s  we're a f u r t h e r  



c o m p l i c a t i n g  f a c t o r  i n  a n  a l r e a d y  complex  s i t u a t i o n . .  Some h a d  

r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  u n i o n s ,  some were members o f  p o l i t i c a l l y  

a c t i v e  v e t e r a n s '  g r o u p s .  O t h e r s  were n e w l y  r e t u r n e d  a n d  

e x i s t i n g  o n  t h e i r  p o s t - d i s c h a r g e  p a y m e n t s .  B o t h  p r o  a n d  

competed  f o r  t h e i r  s u p p o r t ,  w h i c h  was 
I ,  

g e n e r a l  s t r i k e .  2 

2- 

T h e i r  " l o y a l t y n ' ~ s  f i r s t  a n  i s s u e  i n  W i n n i p e g ,  w h e r e  t h e  
\ 

m e t a l  a n d  b u i l d i n g  trade-s s t . c C k  o n  May l s t ,  d e m a n d i n g  
. c /  

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  j o i n t  b a r g a i F i n g  ,&its ,  t h e  M e t a l  a n d  

B u i l d i n g  T r a d e s '  c o u n c i l s .  --" _ The s t  US were s u p p o r t e d  by  t h e  
--A 

c i t y ' s  T r a d e s  a n d  L a b o u r  C o u n c i l  w h i c h  v o t e d  f o r  a  G e n e r a l  

S t r i k e  t o  b e g i n  o n  T h u r s d a y  May 1 5 t h .  ~ h o u ~ h -  many may h a v e  had 

d o u b t s  a b o u t  t h e  wisdom o f  t h e  a c t  ' o n ,  w o r k e r s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  t- 
d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  m a j o r i  ty; b e t w e e n  t w e n t y - f o u r  a n d  t h i r t y - • ’  i v e  

t h o u s a n d  w a l k e d  o u t  o n  May 1 5 t h .    he c i t y  w a s  s h a r p l y  

d i v i d e 8 ,  i t s  a n t i - s t r i k e  f o r c e s  o r g a n i z e d  a s  t h e  C i  t i z e n s t  

Cammittee of 'One Thousand .  I t  w a s  hoped  t h a t  t h e  v e t e r a n s  

c o u l d  be p e r s u a d e d  n o t  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  s t r i k e .  A s  the ,  w a l k o u t  

b e g a n ,  t h e  Winn ipeg  G W A ,  t h e  I m p e r i a l  V e t e r a n s  a n d  t h e  A & N  / 

c a l l e d  a  mass  m e e t i n g  o f  e x - s e r v i c e m e n .  The e x e c u t i v e s  o f  t h e s e  

a s s o c i a t i o n s  c o n f i d e n t l y  e x p e c t e d  t o  g e t  t h e  c i t y ' s  v e t e r a n s  t o  

d e c l a r e  n e u t r a l i t y  i n  bhe  s t r i k e .  They h o p e d  i t  w o u l d  b e  

p o s s i b l e  t o  fo rm c o m p a n i e s  o f  r e t u r n e d  men t o  a s s i s t  t h e  - 
a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  l a w  a n d  o r d e r .  3 

They had a  n a s t y  s h o c k .  The m e e t i n g  w a s  a d i s a s t e r ;  1 - 
b e t w e e n  2 , 5 0 0  a n d  3 , 0 0 0  v e t e r a n s  s h o u t e d  ' d w n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  

s p e a k e r s .  The r e s o l u t i o n  o n  n e u t r a l i t y  w a s  o ~ e r t u r ' n e d ~ a n d  



r e p l a c e d  b y  o n e  t h a t  d e c l a r e d  t h e  v e t e r a n s '  f u l l  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  

t h e  s t r i k e r s .  An RNWMP a g e n t  who a t t e n d e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  r e c o r d e d  
* 

h i s  i m p r e s s i o n s :  " . . . i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  law a n d  o r d e r ,  a n d  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  , 

t h e  e x e c u t i v e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t o w a r d  ~ 3 l s h e v i s m ,  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r e . t u r n e d  s o l d i e r  i s  NOT TO BE DEPENDED UPON I t .  + I  

I t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  w o r s t  f e a r s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  were a b o u t  

t o  b e  r e a l i z e d  -- t h a t  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  v e t e r a n s  would  make common 

-. c a u s e  w i t h  l a b o u r  r a d i c a l s .  An anonymous l e t t e r  s e n t  f rom - 
B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  t o  O t t a w a  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  o n l y  

t w e n t y  s o l d i e r s  i n  ,Vancouver  a n d  t w e n t y - f i v e  i n  V i c t o r i a  c o u l d  

4 b e  d e p e n d e d  upon.  % 

I n  V a n c o u v e r ,  w h e r e  p r e p a r a t i o n s  were b e i n g  made f o r  a  

G e n e r a l  S t r i k e  o n  J u n e  l s t ,  i n  s y m p a t h y  wLth t h e  Winn ipeg  

s t r i k e r s ,  t h e r e  was a n  h e i g h t e n e d  a w a r e 6 s s  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  

of r e t u r n e d  m T t , i n c r e a s e d  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e i r  w e l f a r e .  

,,fh=th &'nay saw a  &,ry o f  a c t i v i t y .  The c i t y ' s  
.v I 

-/' v e t e r a n s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  mad; a j o i n t  ,&a l l  f o r  s o c i a l  r e f o r m s .  

A c o m m i t t e e  o f  s o l d i e r s '  g r o u p s  p u t  $ o r w a r d  a  b r o a d  programme, 
/ 

which  i n c l u d e d  a  minimum wa<e%hdexed t o  t h e  c o s t  o f  

l i v i n g ,  p u b l i c  o w n e r s h i p  of  u t i l i t i e s ,  a b o l i t i o n  o f  p a t r o n a g e ,  

s t a t e  h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e ,  a n d  t a x  r e f o r m s .  T h e r e  was however ,  n o  

i n d i c a t i o n .  of how i E  i n t e n d e d  t o  g a i n  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e s .  
5 

Mayor G a l e ,  who e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  had b e e n  f u r i o u s  when 

v e t e r a n s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  b l o c k e d  h i s  p a t r o n a g e  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  

u t i l i t i e s  c o m m i s s i o n e r ,  c h a n g e d  h i s  a t t i t u d e .  On May 2 3 r d ,  fie 
* - * .  

a n d  c o u n c i l  v o t e d  t o  g i v e  a  $ 1 0 , 0 0 0  g r a n t  t o  t h e  c i t y ' s  . *  , 



/ v e t e r a n s '  g r o u p s .  It was s e e n  a s  a n  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  s o c i a l  
J 

p e a c e .  ,Alderman ~ l k i n s ,  a  GWVA member, a s s u r e d  c o u n c i l  t h a t  t 'he  

money would s e r v e  t o  keep  v e t e i a n s  s a t i s f i e d  a n d  happy t o  

s u p p o r t  _law and  o r d e r  a n d  i t  was t h e r e f o r e  t h e  m o s t  economic  

e x p e n d i  t u r e  c o u n c i l  c o u l d  make. 6 

The Mayor a l s o  h e l p e d  t o  promote  t h e  R e p a t r i a t i o n  a n d  - - r  

Community S e r v i c e  League. T h i s  s h o r t - l i v e d  g r o u p ,  p a t t e r n e d  ,on 

a T o r o n t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a imed t o  " . . . d i s c h a r g e  o u r  f u l l  d u t y  t o  - ,  

v e t e r a n s  and t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s .  . . t o  e.volve a  work ing  b a s i s  of 

c o - o p e r a t i v e  a c t i o n  i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  of  a  d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  

community a s  a  whole" .  The mayor was c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  mass 

mee t ing  of t h i s  new o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  which took  p l a c e  o n  t h e  e v e  

of  t h e  Gene ra l  S t r i k e .  The mee t ing  was a l s o  a t t e n d e d  by 

S e c r e t a r y  Neil1 of  t h e  Employers1  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  J.J. Coughlan ,  

s h i p b u i l d e r ;  and two " m o d e r a t e n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  l a b o u r ,  

George Hardy of t h e  C a r p e n t e r s 1  Union and  H e l e n a  G u t t e r i d g e ,  

s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  VTLC. The p a r t i c u l a r  time a t  which  t h i s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  a p p e a r e d ,  i t s  s u p p o r t e r s ,  i t s  s t a t e d  a i m s  and  i t s  

r a p i d  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  a f t e r  t h e  crisis, i n d i c a t e  t h a t ,  l i k e  

c o u n c i l ' s  g r a n t s ,  i t  was m o t i v a t e d  by t h e  i d e a '  t h a t  v e t e r a n s  
* 

were more l i k e l y  t o  s u p p o r t  law and  o r d e r  i n  a  community t h a t  

u n d e r s t o o d  t h e i r  n e e d s .  7 

- Many g r o u p s  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  c0ncer .n  f o r  t h e  v e t e r a n s ,  

b u t  few p u t  f o r w a r d  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  h e l p .  The 

Vancouver  S t r i k e  Commit tee  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n e e d s  o • ’  e x - '  

s e r v i c e m e n ;  i t  made improved s o l d i e r s t  p e n s i o n s  and  a  $2 ,000  

c a s h  g r a t u i t y  f o r  o v e r s e a s  service p a r t  o f  i t s  s t r i k e  demands. 



T h i s  i n f u r i a t e d  t h e  GWVA a n d  A&N w h i c h  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  "The 

ma j o r i e  o f  v e t e r a n s  . , . can  w i n  j u s t i c e  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  

t h e i r  d e p e n d e n t s  w i t h o u t  s u b j e c t i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  -- -. t o  t h e  

h a r d s h i p s  c a u s e d  b y  a 
-- I P 

The V a n c o u v e r  B r a  a n  i m p o r t a n t  new 
0 

member i n  May 1 9 1 9 .  I a n  M a c k e n z i e ,  a  V a n c o u v e r  l a w y e r ,  was a t  

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a d i s t i n g u i s h e d  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  He was  t o  

become a  L i b e r a l  MLA i n  1 9 2 0 ,  a  L i b e r a l  MP i n  1 9 3 0 ,  a n d  was t o  

h o l d  t h e  p o r t f o l i o s  o f  I m m i g r a t i o n ,  D e f e n c e  a n d  V e t e r a n s '  

A f f a i r s .  Though t h e  p r e c i s e  n a t u r e  of h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e ' e v e n t s  

of  May a n d  J u n e  i s  n o t  c l e a r ,  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  s k i l l s  were much i n  
. I 

e v i d e n c e .  H e  p r o p o s e d ,  a n d  won e n d o r s e m e n t  f o r ,  a  r e s o l u t i o n  

t h a t  seemed more  c o n c i l i a t o r y  t o  l a b o u r  t h a n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  

p r e v i o u s  s t a n c e .  R e f r a i n i n g  f rom a n y  d i t e c t  comment o n  t h e  
c 

OBU, i t  b lamed  t h e  c u r r e n t  l a b o u r  u n r e s t  o n  " a b n o r m a l  p o s t - w a r  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n d i  t i o n s "  ,. "war  p r o f i t e e r i n g n ,  "unemployment  

a n d  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  a c t n .  W h i l e  e x p r e s s i n g  

s y m p a t h y  w i t h  " c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i o n s n  f o  remedy t h e s e  i l ls ,  i t  

condemned " i n s u r r e c t i o n a r y  a n d  r i o t o u s  a t t e m p t s  t h a t  may 

i m p e r i l  t h e  s a f e t y  a n d  s e c u r i t y  o f  o u r  f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s ,  o r  a n y  

a t t e m p t  t o  s u b v e $ t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  B r i t i s h  l a w n .  Though t h i s  
/ - 

c l e v e r l y  a n d  c a d e f  u l P y  p h r a s e d  s t a t e m e n t  was  s u p p o r t e d  by most _ 
b r a n c h  members,  some were s u s p i c i o u s .  M a c ~ k e n z i e ,  i t s  

o r i g i n a t o r ,  was  a newcomer who was  c l e a r l y  n o t  a member o €  t h e  

w o r k i n g  c lass .  O p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  c l a i m e d  " i t  c o u l d  be 

c o n s t r u e d  a s  a n  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  l a b o u r  was  d i s l o y a l  and d i d n ' t  

i n t e n d  t o  b e  law a b i d i n g U i  A week l a t e r  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  



- b r a n c h ' s  a c t i o n p o n  the s t r i k e  would b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a t  a  s p e c i a l  

m e e t i ~ g  which would b e  c a l l e d  l a t e r .  Meanwhile t h e  S o u t h  - > 

, Vancouver  GWVA ' s e n s i b l y  d e c l a r e d  t h a t ,  a s  men f r o m  a l l  c l a s s e s  
a 

were members of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  o n l y  s a f e  t h i n g  t o  d o  was 

9 t o  r ema in  n e u t r a l .  

Vancouve r ' s  G e n e r a l  S t r i k e  i n  sympathy w i t h  t h e  Winnipeg - - 

w o r k e r s  bGgan on 3 r d  J u n e  1919.  Though t h e  s t r i k e  d e c i s i o n  had 

been  a  c l o s e  one ,  t e n  t h o u s a n d  w o r k e r s  walked off t h e  job.  

T h e r e  were i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  GWVA- had l e a r n e d  a l e s s o n  from 

winnipe;. I t  made n o  a t t e m p t  t o  h o l d  a  mass  m e e t i n g  a n d  >o 

e f f o r t  t o  r e c r u i t  a  " law and  o r d e r "  t o n t i n g e n t  f rom i ts  r a n k s .  

T h i s  i s  e v i d e n c e  of  a  ma jo r  change ;  t h e  GWVA and  t h e  A h N  had 

encouraged  t h e  v e t e r a n s f  r i o t  a t  t h e  Labour Temple less  t h a n  a 

y e a r  e a r l i e r  -- i n  J u n e  1919 t h e y  were u n s u r e  o f  t h e i r  

- power. 10 

The "Lay and  O r d e r U : c o n t i n g e n t  was s u p p l i e d  by t h e  

R e t u r n e d  Hen ' s  Law a n d  O r d e r  League ,  l e d  6 y  1 a n  M3ckenzie.  

Though M a c k e n z i e ' s  e a r l i e r  r o l e  a s  a new member of- t h e  GWVA 

p r o m p t s  s u s p i c i o n s  of  a  l i n k  be tween  t h e  two o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

t h e r e  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  t o  c o n f i r m  t h i s .  The g r o u p  d i d  

n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  p u b l i c  b l e s s i n g  of  t h e  GWVA, N e i t h e r  t h e  d a i l y  

p r e s s  n o r  p r o - s t r i k e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  made r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e  l e a d e - r  of t h e -  'law a n d  o r d e r  g r o u p m .  was a  GWVA member. 

h c k e n z i e  m y  have b e e n  s i n c e r e l y  p n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  G e n e r a l  6 
S t r i k e  was a  b o l s h e v i k  p l o t .  I t  i s  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  h e  was 

a c t i n g  a s  a n  a g e n t  f o r  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  However i t  i s  

most l i k e l y  t h a t  h i s  b e h a v i o u r  was o p p o r t u n i s t i c .  A s  a n  



5 8 

upward ly  m o b i l e  l a w y e r  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t i o n s  h e  hoped t o  

i n g r a t i a t e  h i m s e l f  w i t h  a n t i - s t r i k e  f o r c e s  a n d  t h e  c i t y ' s  

e l i t e .  11 

The f o u n d i n g  o f  t h e  new g r o u p  was announced o n -  t h e  f o u r t h  

day  of V a n c o u v e r ' s  s t r i k e .  I t s  t h i r t y  e i g h t  members 

r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  c i t y ' s  b u s i n e s s  and  f i n a n c i a l  e l i t e  who c o u l d  

e a s i l y  a f  f o r d  t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e  g r o u p ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  l a r g e  

p r e s s  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  a n d  by t h e  f r e e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  t h e  

R e t u r n e d  C i t i z e n s '  B u l l e t i n .  Though t h e i r  , l e a d e r  i s s u e d  

h o l l o w  d e c l a r a t i o n s  of n e u t r a l i t y ,  t h e r e  was n e v e r  any  d o u b t  

a b b u t  t h e  p a r t i s a n  n a t u r e  of t h e  group .  Mackenzie  met w i t h  
'% 

Mayor  ale a n d  t h e  c i t y ' s  a n t  i - s t r i k e  C i  t i z e n a '  League,  

p r o m i s i n g  them t h e  s u p p o r t  of h i s  g roup .  On J u n e  1 9 t h ,  he  t o l d  

v e t e r a n s  a t  a n  0'  B r i e n  H a l l  mee t ing  t h a t  t h e  p u r p o s e  of t h e  Law 

and  O r d e r  League was t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  " r ampan t  r e d  

r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s w  who had g a i n e d  c q n t r o l -  o f  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o u r  i n  
0 

t h e  c i t y .  H e  t h e n  in fo rmed  them  if t h e i r  d u t y  t o  a c t  a s  

s p e c i a l  c o n s t a b l e s ;  m a g i s t r a t e s  Shaw and  S o u t h  were on hand t o  

s w e a r  them i n .  They were  t o  b e  h e l d  i n  r e s e r v e  i n  c a s e  o f  

emergency;  t h e  s i g n a l  f o r  t h e i r  dep loyment  would b e  g i v e n  from 

a n  a i r c r a f t  f l y i n g  o v e r  t h e  c i t y .  Only a t h i r d  of  t h e  t h r e e  

hundred  v e t e r a n s  p r e s e n t  t ook  a d v a n t a g e  of  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y .  

Most were a n g r y  a n d  t h e r e  was a  n o i s y  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  

m e e t i n g  . 1 2  

The d i  s s e m i n a t i o n  of a n t  i - s t r i k e  propaganda  was a n  

i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  Re tu rned  Men's Law and  Order League. 

I ts  R e t u r n e d  C i t i z e n s '  B u l l e t i n  was t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  for 



t he  most provocative mater ia l  published during .the s t r i k e ,  but  

i n  t he  f i r s t  week i t  had t o  t r ead  c a r e f u l l y .  Mackenzie was 

ab le  t o  go f u r t h e r  than he had a s  a  GWVA member, but  he was 

c a r e f u l  not t o  a l i e n a t e  completely the l a r g e  number of s t r i k e r s  

who were veterans.  The f i r s t  a d v e r k i s e m n t s  of t h e  League 

claimed t h a t  the  i t s  sympathies yere w i t h  organized labour "but  

[ t h a t ]  organized labour i s  under dangerous l e a d e r s h i p n .  I t  - . 
\ 

warned workers t o  "Beware of Bolshevism" , r e s u r r e c t e d  t h e  

s p e c t r e  of the 1918 s t r i k e ,  and ended by exhor t ing  re turned  men 

t o  "Stand f a s t  by our na t iona l  i d e a l s ,  our c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  the  
h 

author i ty-  df government and the  s o l i d a r i t y  of Empiren. 1 3  

The B.C. ve te rans  'weekly a l s o  proceeded w i t h  care .  

i I t s  June 1 0 t h  e d i t o r i a l  began by blaming war p r o f i t e e r s  f o r  t h e  

major p a r t  of the 'the cu r ren t  problems. T h i s  ges tu re  being 

made', i t  could then g e t  t o  i t s  main theme: 

. . .men among u s  have been allowed t o  preach 
s e d i t i o n  and revolu t ion .  . . c l a s s  i s  p i t t e d  a g a i n s t  

- ' c l a s s ,  man a g a i n s t  man. 
None ques t ion  the  l o y a l t y  of 85  p e r  c e n t  of the  men 
on s t r i k e .  The record of a  small  ,percentage of the  
whole number i s  such t h a t  the  whole movement i s  
suspic ion  and w i l l  remain so while labour  i s  
con t ro l l ed  by i t s  present  l eader s .  1 4  

Even thcugh the right-wing element among ve terans  had more 

access t o  funds and the  p r e s s  than t h e i r  oppos i t ion ,  they could 

not give even the  appear'ance of speaking f o r  t h e  major i ty  of 4. 

returned men u n t i l  the  s t r i k e  was well  under way. In t h e  e a r l y  

days i t  seemed t h a t  the  majori ty  of ve terans  supported the  

s t r i k e .  The Yancouver GWVA c a l l e d  o f f  i t s  r e g u l a r  meeting 
/ 

- -1 

w h i j e  t h e  ga ther ings  of the  B.C. Ex-Soldiers'  and S a i l ~ r s '  

Labour Council were packed. The pro-labour group con t inua l ly  
/ I 
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s t a t e d  i t s  commi tment  t o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m e t h o d s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  

b u t  RNWMP a g e n t s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i t  h a d  p o s t e d  h a n d b i l l s  i n  

c o a s t a l  l o g g i n g  a r e a s  c a l l i n g  o n  w o r k e r s  t o  h e l p  c r e a t e  a 
*- 

s o v i e t  g o v e r n m e n t .  1 5  

On J u n e  6 t h  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  E x - S o l d i e r s '  a n d  S a i ' l o r s '  

p a c k e d  t h e  Avenue T h e a t r e ,  l e a v i n g  two h u n d r e d  men 0th o n  t h e  

' s t r e e t .  ~ n s i d e ,  t h e  v e t e r a n s  were a d d r e s s e d  by s t r i k e  l e o d e r s  

A.S.  Wells, J a c k  Kavanagh ,  a n d  C h a r l e s  L e s t o r .  The m e e t i n g  was  . 
o p e n e d  by a  v e t e r a n  o f  t h e  B o e r  War. He c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  - 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  1 9 1 9  -was n o  di.f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  h e  had  s e e n  a f t e r  

tb e a r l i e r  c o n f l i c t ,  d u e  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s y s t e m  had n o t  * : 
3 

c h a n g e d  -- t h e  p r o b l e m  was p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  p r o f i t  i n s t e a d  o f  f a r  

i s e .  Wells u r g e d  t h e  men t o  b e  o r d e r l y ,  w a r n i n g  them t h a t - t h e  
" L 

, a u t h o r i t i e s  were r e a d y  a n d  w a i t i n g  t o  f i r e  o n  s t r i k e r s .  1 6  

F o u r  d a y s  l a t e r  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e i r  meetings d r e w  n i n e  - 
h u n d r e d  men t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T h e a t r e  t o  h e a r  v e t e r a n  Tom 

O ' C o n n o r  d e f e n d  t h e  l a b o u r  movement a g a i n s t  c h a r g e s  t h a t  t h e  

s t r i k e  was  d u e  t o  t h e  work o f  a  m i n o r i t y  o f  a g i t a t o r s :  

The p e o p l e  o f  t o d a y  b l a m e d  t h e  a g i t a t o r s  f o r  
t h e - p r e s e n t  s o c i a l  u n r e s t ,  b u t  t h e y  c o u l d  n e i t h e r  
b r i n g  i t  o n  n o r  y e t  a v e r t  i t ;  i t  was  a  r e s u l t  o f  
t h e  c o n d i t i o n  u n d e r  w h i c h  we l i v e d  a n d  w o u l d  come 
w h e t h e r  w e  l i k e d  i t  u r  n o t . . . T h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  ' movements  were j u s t  men who had  c o n s i d e ~ e d  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s  more c l o s e l y  t h a n  o t h e r s ;  t h e y  had made 
a n  e f f o r t  t o  i n s t r u c t  a n d  e d u c a t e  t h e i r  f e l l o w  
w o r k e r s  a n d  i n s t e a d  .of b r i n g i n g  o n  d i s a s t e r ,  t h e  
l e a d e r s  o r  a g i t a t o r s  w e r e  r a t h e r  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  
a v e r t i n g  i t .  

9' C o n n o r  was c a u t i o u s  when a  v e t e r a n  a s k e d  a b o u t  t h e  p u r p o s e  

3f t h e  m a c h i n e  g u n s  a t  B e a t t y  S t r e e t ,  r e p l y i n g  t h a t  t h e  
* 

/ 

q u e s t i o n e r  s h o u l d  d r a y  h i s  own c o n c l u s i o n s .  The m e e t i n g ' s  
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7 1 
1- 

c h a i r m a n ,  M a j o r  Mercier, w a r n e d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  t o  r e f r a i n  f r o m  t 

q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  m i g h t  c a u s e  t r o u b l e  a t  a  time when f e e l i n g  i n  

t h e  c i t y  was t e n s e .  He d e s c r i b e d  Comrade O I C o n n o r  a s  t h e  k i n d  

o f  m a c h i n e  g u n n e r  t h e y  b e l i e v e d  i n  -- w i t h  g o o d  p r o p a g a n d a  his 

a m m u n i t i o n .  1 7  

The s e c o n d  l e a f l e t  o f  t h e  E x - S o l d i e r s '  a n d  S a i l o r s ' ,  

* R e t u r n e d  Men a n d  t h e . L a b o u r  S i t u a t i o n " ,  a p p e a r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  
/ 

e a r l y  d a y s  o f  t h e  s t r i k e .  I t  s t r e s s e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n  

o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  u n i t y  o f  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

e x - s e r v i c e m e n  a n d  w o r k e r s  - -  a  bond s t r o n g e r  t h a n  t h e  ,. 
w 

c o m r a d e s h i p  o f  ve  t a r a n s :  . . 1 

. . . i t  m a k e s  n o  d i f f e r e n c e  w h e t h e r  you  e a r n  y o u r  
l i v i n g  w i t h  a  p i c &  and s h o y e l  o r  a p e n .  The 
d i s t i n c t  i o n s  be twdeen t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t r ades  w h i c h  
e x i s t e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  war  a r e  b e i n g  r a p i d l y  s w e p t  away 
u n d e r  t h e  s tress o f  t h e  e n o r m o u s  e c o n o m i c  p r e s s u r e  
which  i s  d e v e l o p i n g .  P e r h a p s  you  h a v e  n o t  a c t u a l l y  % 

go t  back i n t o  h a r n e s s .  . .The g r a t u i t y  cannot ,  however ;  
l a s t  f o r  l o n g .  Very s o o n  you w i l l  b e  c o m p e l l e d  t o  
l o o k  f o r  work.  And y o u r  a t t i t u d e  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  
c r i s i s  w i l l  d o  much t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  w i l l  

I 
b e  a n y  work f o r  you a n d  wha t  t h e  h o u r s  a n d  p a y  w i l l  
be .  I t  w i l l  h e l p  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  you w i l l  h a v e  t o  
make t h e  b e s t  o f  a  bad  b a r g a i n  a s  a l o n e  i n d i v i d u a l  
o r  w h e t h e r  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  o f  a  p o w e r f u l  w o r k i n g  
c l a s s  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  demand f o r  you t h e  wages  a n d  
c o n d i t i o n s  of  l a b o u r  which  you h a v e  a  r i g h t  t o  
e x p e c t  -- b u t  w h i c h  w i l l  n e v e r  b e  g i v e n  t o  you 
v o l u n t a r i l y .  1 8  

W h i l e  Ex-Sa i l o r s '  a n d  S o l d i e r s 1  m e e t i n g s  were p a c k e d  a n d  

I a n  H a c k e n z i e ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was t r y i n g  t o  r e c r u i t  special  

c o n s t a b l e s ,  t h e  G W A  leadership gat&red"its forces. The / 

p u d l i c  i n a c t i v i t y  of t h e  V a n c o u v e r  B r a n c h  masked a  g r e a t  d e a l  

3f b e h i n d - t h e - s c e n e s  a c t i v i t y .  The a s s o c i a t i o n  was also busy  a t  

a n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  T h e  s u r p r i s e  a• ’  t h e  May 1 5 t h  m e e t i n g  i n  



W i n n i p e g  h a d  b e e n  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  C a l g a r y  GWVA's s u p p o r t  o f  

t h a t  c i t y ' s  s t r i k e r s .  I t  w a s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  a  p o s i t i o n  w h i c h  

* i g n o r e d  s t r i k e r s t  g r i e v a n c e s  w o u l d  b e  r e j e c t e d  b y  GWVA members .  

I n  i t s  J u n e  1 1 t h  s t a t e m e n t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  e x e c u t i v e  w e i g h e d  i t s  
. . 

w o r d s  c a r e f u l l y  : 

T h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  f u l l y  i n  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  t h a i t  
1 \ p o r t i o n  o f  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o u r  whic.h i s  s t r i v i n g  t o  hl ,/ - 

b e t t e r  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  men t h r o u g h  >-/' 

l a w f u l  a n d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  m e a n s  a n d  i s  i n  n o  
s y m p a t h y  w h a t s o e v e r  w i t h  f a c t i o n s  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  
e x t r e m i s t s  who s t r i v e  b y  a l l  m e a n s  t o  o v e r t h r o w  
B r i t i s h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  i n c e s s a n t l y  b r e e d s  d i s c o r d  
a n d  a d v o c a t e s  r i o t  o r  r e v o l u t i o n s  a n d  t h a t  we a r e  
u n a l t e r a b l y  o p p o s e d  t o  c a p i t a l i s t i c  c o m b i n e s  t h a t  
seek by e c o n o m i c  o r  f i n a n c i a l  p r e s s u r e ,  t o  c o n t r b Z  
t o  a n  u n w a r r a n t e d  d e g r e e ,  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  b o d i e s  o f  
t h i s  f a i r  D o m i n i o n  t o  t h e  d e t r i m e n t  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
o f  p e o p l e  o f  C a n a d a .  

Desmond M o r t o n  s e e s  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  a s  b e i n g  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  

'many p a i n f u l  cornpromi s e s "  -- p e r h a p s  t h e  ma i n  c o m p r o m i s e  w a s  

b e t w e e n  w h a t  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  w o u l d  l i k e d  t o  h a v e  s a i d  a n d  w h a t  

i t  knew t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  w o u l d  s u p p o r t .  The W i n n i p e g  e x e c u t i v e ' s  

i n t e n t  b e f o r e  t h e  May m e e t i n g  a n d  t h e ; c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  

e x e c u t i v e  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  l e a d e r s  saw t h e i r  

r o l e  a s  t h e  g u i d a n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  

members .  19 

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t  w a s  n o t  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  a s s u r e d  o f  . 

s u p p o r t .    he m e e t i n g  t h a t  g a v e  i t  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  B r a n c h ' s  
'. - 

b a c k i n g  w a s  c a r e f u l l y  p l a n n e d  a n d  o r c h e s t r a t e d .  M e e t i n g s  h a d  

b e e n  p o s t p o n e d  s i n c e  t h e  s t r i k e  b e g a n .  M e a n w h i l e  t h e  

a s s o c i a t i o n  h a d  b e e n  b u s y  s i g n i n g  u p  e x - o f f i c e r s  a n d  N.C.O.'s 
- 

a s  n e m b e r s ;  n o  d o u b t  i n  t h e  h o p e  o f  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  : - 
a n t i - r a d i c a l  f o r c e s .  2 3 



The s t r i k e r s  were s t i l l  o n  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  when t h e  G W A  

V a n c o u v e r  B r a n c h  h e l d  i t s  J u n e  1 2 t h  m e e t i n g .  N o t h i n g  was l e f t  

tc  c h a n c e .  The a g e n d a  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  s u r p r i s e d  l a b o u r  

s u p p o r t e r s ,  Members had b e e n  p r o m i s e d  a " s p e c ' i a l n  m e e t i n g  t o  

d i s c u s s f  t h e  s t r i k e ,  b u t  t h e  m e e t i n g  was  n o t  a d v e r t i s e d  a s  s u c h  /-----.--* 
\ 
\ b e i n g  h e l d  i n  t h e  G W A  a u d i  t o r i u r n ,  t h e  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n g  p l a c e .  

$ r e s i d e n t  W h i t t a k e r  a n s w e r e d  p r o t e s t s  by  r u l i n g *  t h a t ,  t h o u g h  
w 

t h e  m e t i n g  'was n o t  " s p e c i a l " ,  i t  c e v e r t h e l e s s  h a d  a u t h o r i t y  t o  

d i s c u s s  t h e  s t r i k e .  I t  was  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  ' r e g u l a r n .  S p e c i a l  
1 ', 

p r o v i s i o n  had b e e n  made f o r  r e p o r t e r s .  F o u r  v i c t o r i a  C r o s s  

h o l d e r s ,  Comrades  B e l l e w  , Rayf i e l d  a n d  ~ a n a  were i n t r o d u c e d  t o  

t h e  a u d i e n c e ,  Then  a n o t h e r  V .  C .  H o l d e r ,  M i c h a e l  James 0' R o u r k e ,  
1. 

was m d i s c o v e r e d n  a t  t h e  b a c k  of  t 'he h a l l .  T h i s  h e r o  was  

c a r r i e d  s h o u l d e r  h i g h  t o  t h e  p l a t f o r m  w h e r e  h e  a n d  t h r e e  o t h e r  

medal  h o l d e r s  were made l i i e  members o f  th ;  V a n c o u v e r  

2 1 B r a n c h ,  

A l l  a t t e m p t s  t h a t  t h e  m i n o r i t y  who s u p p o r t e d  . t h e  s t r i k e  
. . 

made t o  d e b a t e  t h e  i s s u e s  were swamped by  a p p e a l s  t o  c r u d e  

p a t r i o t i c ' a n d  a n t i - l a b o u r  s e n t i m e n t s .  F o r  e x a m p l e :  

' W h i l e  w e  were o v e r s e a s  g i v i n g  o u r  l i f e ' s  b l o o d <  
t h e  s lacker  e l e m e n t  was  b u s y  w i t h  i t s  i n s i d i o u s ,  
d e 3 i l i s h  work. . .Which F l a g  a r e  you g o i n g  g o i n g  t o  
t o  f i g h t  f o r ,  t h e  red f l a g  o r  t h e  Union  J a c k ?  ' 

And l a t e r  i n  t h e  m e e t i n g :  

I -am a B r i k i s h e r ,  I b e l i e v e  i n  God. 1 w i l l  
n o t  serve u n d e r  a  man who s a y s  h e  i s  o u t  i n  
c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  "Mr C h r i s t w .  - 

The l e a d e r s h i p  was well p r e p a r e d  f o r  c e r t a i n  i s s u e s .  When 

Comrade O I C o n n o r  m a i n t a i n e d  t - h a t  b e t e r a n s  i n  Winn ipeg  h a d  
* 

e n d o r s e d  t h e  s t r i k e ,  Vice P r e s i d e n t  R.P. F o s t e r -  r e a d  a  



t e l e g r a m  i n f o r m i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h a t  t h e  W i n n i p e g  GWVA now 

o p p o s e d  t h e  s t r i k e .  " ,  

The V a n c o u v e r  b r a n c h  w e n t  f u r t h e r  t h a n  mere e n d o ~ s e r n ~ n t .  o f  

t h e  Dominion e x e c u t i v e ' s  s t a t e m e n t .  F.W. R u s s e l l  R igby  a n d  R .  

~ r o w e - S w o r d e s ,  two SCR b u r e a u c r a t s ,  p u t  f o r w a r d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  

condemning  V a n c o u v e r '  s l a b o u r  l e a d e r s :  

T h a t  w h i l e  t h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  i s  h e a r t i l y  i n  
a c c o r d  w i t h  t h e  a i m s  o f  l e g i t i m a t e  l a b o u r  a s  
r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n i o n s "  a n d  t h e  

, a- 
A m e r i c a n  F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L a b o r ,  we a r e  n o t  i n  
s y m p a t h y  w i t h  t h e  manner  i n  w h i c h  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  
T r a d e s  a n d  L a b o r  C o u n c i l  o r g a n i z e d  t h e  s y m p a t h e t i c a *  ' 

s t r i k e  i n  t h e  c i t y . .  . . u s i n g  m e t h o d s  o f  i n t i m i d a t i o n  
&%I f o r c e  men n o t  i h  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  t h e  s t r i k e  t o  l e a v e  
t h e i r  employment .  

T b L m o t i o n  w e n t  o n  t o  c h a r g e  t h a t  t h e  s t r i k e  was  i n f l i c t i n g  - . 

h a r d s h i p  c n  c i t i z e n s .  The s t r i k e r s '  demand f o r  a  c a s h  b o n u s  
, ? 

was  d e s c r i b e d  a s  ' m e r e l y  a c l u m s y  p i e c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

c h i c a n e r y n .  D e s p i t e  t h e  h o s t i l i t y  s u r r o u n d i n g  them,  f o r t y -  

t h r e e  v e t e r a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Comrades  0' C o n n o r ,  C a m p b e l l ,  
4 

DeWeile, B e a t t i e ,  D a l y  a n d  L e a h ,  wen t  o n  r e c o r d  a g q i n s t  t h e  

r e s o l u t i o n .  Comrade C a m p b e l l  t o l d  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  8 0 0  t h a t  t h e r e  

were t h r e e  times t h a t  number  o f  r e t u r n e d  men i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  . 

t h e  s t r i k e r s .  B u t  s u c h  s e n t i m e n t s  were overwhe lmed  by t h e  

v o c a l  m a j o r i t y  -- when t h e  v o t e  p a s s e d ,  t h e y  s t o o d  t o  a t t e n t i o n  

a n d  " l u s t i l y *  s a n g  God S a v e  The King.  
+ 

One q u e s t i o n  a r o s e  i m m e d i a t e l y :  was the m e e t i n g  a 

r e l i a b l e  i n d i c a t o r  o f  t h e  v i e w  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  v e t e r a n s  i n  

t h e  c i t y ?  The much h e a d l i n e d  GWVA m e e t i n g  o f  8 0 0  was a t t e n d e d  

by f e w e r  v e t e r a n s  t h a n  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  E x - S o l d i e r s '  a n d  

S a i l o r s '  C o u n c i l  a few d a y s  e a r l i e r .  P r e s i d e n t  W h i t t a k e r  



c l a i m e d  t h a t - h e  V a n c o u v e r  B r a n c h  r e p r e s e n t e d  o v e r  f o u r  

t h o u s a n d  men, a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x a g g e r a t i o n .  It is a l s o - . l i k e l y  
p. 

t h a t  the f * P k p t h r e e  members who h a d  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  s t a t e  t h e i r  
57 

d i , s a g r e e m e n t  d i d  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  f u l l  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  
\ 

I o p p p s i t i o n ,  b u t  m e r e l y  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h a t  r e f u s e d  

by l lbe  i n t i m i d a t e d  b y  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s .  Many members were u p s e t  

by t h e  p r o c e e d i n g s  --- t h e y  t h r e w  away t h e i r  GWVA m e m b e r s h i p  

4' c a r d s  i n  d i s g u s t ,  The V a n c o u v e r  B r a n c h  was n o t  e v e n  a b l e  t o  

exert  i,ts c o n t r o l  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  ~ o w e r  M a i n l a n d .  The  N e w  

W e s t m i n s t e r  B r a n c h  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  a i m s  o f  t h a t  c i t y ' s  s t r i k e .  

GWVA P r e s i d e n t  Tom B a r n a r d  was  a  member o f  t h e  N e w  

W e s t m i n s t e r  s t r i k e  Compi t t ee ;  h i s  a c t i v i t e s  were e n d o r s e d  by . 

t h e  b r a n c h !  s members. I n  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e  - s e n t i m e n t s  o f  

t h e  G W V A ' s  ' ~ a n c o u v e r  m e e t i n g  c d n n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  . 
I r e p & s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  , o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  v e t e r a n s ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  a s  a n  e x p r e q s i o n  o f  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  a l a r g e  r i g h t - w i n g  

The s t r i k e r s  r e a c t e d  q u i c k l y  t o  t h e  ~ a n c 0 u v e . r  G W V A 1 s  

st&emeit. A t  t h e i r  mass m e e t i n g  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  two  d a y s  

l a t - e r  t h e y  r e f e r r s - t o  P r e s i d e n t  W h i t t a k e r  a s  a  'bow l e g g e d  s k y  
t 

p i l o t n  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  GWYA m e e t i n g  d i d  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  

t h e  v i e w s  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  v e t e r a n s . ~  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o L  two p r o - s t r i k e  v e t e r a n s 1  g r o u p s  s p o k e  t o  t h e  

crowd.  E X - ~ r i v a ' t e  Simposon o f  t h e  Comrades  o f  t h e  G r e a t  War 

ca l l ed  o n  v e t e r a h s  t o  s t a n d  a n d  i n d i c a t e  ' t h e i r  s u p p o r t .  S e v e r a l  

h u n d r e d  men d i d  s o .  R.B.  Young mf t h e  C a m p a i g n e r s  was c a r e f u l  

t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  b e t w e e n  GWVA o f f i c i a l  p o l i c y ,  w h i c h  h e  
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b r o t h e r h o o d ,  a n d  i t  is a b s o l u t e l y  t h e  same p r i n c i p l e  
o f  s t i c k i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h a t  was employed i n  P r a n c e .  . 

But t h e  'strike was a l r e a d y  d r a w i n g  t o  a  close. As t h e  men o f  
\ 

t h e  72nd d i s e m b a r k e d  t h e  s t r i k e  c o h i t t e e  was i n q u i r i n g  u p o n .  
t 

what terfns c i t y  c o u n c i l  would  accep t /  r e t u r n i n g  c i v i c  employees~ .  ~ 

i 

When C o u n c i l  r F u s e d  t o  r e i n s t a t e  them,  ; t he  s t r i k e  s e t t l e m e n t  <,, {./ 
was d e l a y e d  u n t i l  t h e  beg  n i n g  o f  J u l y .  2 5  , 

D e s p i t e  &he r h e t o ~ i c  of  t h e  R e t u r n e d  Men's Law and  Order  - I 
/' 

/ 

League,  t h e u a n c o u v w k  G e n e r a l  strike had b e e n  a n y t h i n g  b u t  a  
/ - - 

r e v o l u t i o n .  V e t e r a n s  had b e e n  r e l u c t a n t  t o  become s p e c i a l  

c o n s t a b l e s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of  t h e  s t a t e .  But  a t  t h e  same time, 
J 

u n l i k e  R i n n i p e g ,  t h e r e  were n o  mass  ' d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o r  
1 

c o n f r o n f a t i o n s  be tween  v e t e r a n s .  It i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y  

w h i c h  s i de  had t h e  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  v e t e r a - ,  

Contemporary o b s e r v e r s  d i  s a g r e e d .  On J u l y  2nd, t h e  
L 

Vancouver C i t i z e n ,  a  p u b l i c a t i o n  of  t h e  a n t i - s t r i k e  

C i t i z e n s '  League,  commented on  s t a t e m e n t s  by ' a g i  t a t o r s n  t h a t  

t h e  b u l k  of s o l d i e r s  had s u p p o r t e d  t h e  s t r i k e .  I t  m a i n t a i n e d  

t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  t e s t  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s '  l o y a l t y  would b e  t h e  GWVA 

Dominion Conven t ion  which  was a b o u t  t o  be h e l d  i n  t,he city? In 

t h e  summer of 1919 t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s " a n d  many v e t e r a n s  saw t h e  

s t r i k e ,  n o t  a s  t h e  ma jo r  b a t t l e ,  b u t  a s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  s k i r m i s h  

2 6 on  t h e  way t o  a  l a r g e r  showQown, 
c- 

- A comment on v e t e r a n s  ended  t h e  f i n a l  s t r i k e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e  

Depa r tmen t  of M i l i t i a  a n d  Defence .  Employers  i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia,  t h e  document  a r g u e d ,  would have  t o  b e  shown t h e  

' n e c e s s i t y  of emplby ing  a s  many v e t e r a n s  .as p o s s i b l e .  Dur ing  a 

' t h e  s t r i k e .  t h e  C i t i z e n s '  League had recommended t h a t  r e t u r n e d  



men b e  g i v e n  p r e f e r e n c e  i n  r e h i r i n g  a f t e r  t h e  s t r i k e  a s  

" t h o s e  l o y a l  men who have f o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of  

a u t o c r a c y  i n  F r a n c e  a n d  Belgium are  d e s e r v i n g  o f  more 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  men who o p e n l y  p a s s e d  t e s o l u t i o n s  of 

sympathy w i t h  t h e  B o l s h e v i k i  and  S p a r t a c a n s n ,  But e m p l o y e r s  
6.. 

/- were m o t i v a t e d  less by p a t r i o t i s m  t h a n  by t h e  ~ ~ ~ o r t u n i t ~ ~ f o r  

u n i o n  b u s t i n g .  C.P,R. ?manager F.W. P e t e r s ,  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  

R e  t u r n e d  S o l d i e r s r  Club ,  had a l r e a d y  ' r e p l a c e d  women, a l i e n s  and  

o r i e n t a l s  w i t h  v e t e r a n s .  I n  J u n e  1919 h e  r e c r u i t e d  188  

e t - s e r v i c e m e n  t o  f i l l  t h e  p l a c e s  of s t r i k i n g  f r e i g h t  h a n d l e r s  

a n d  longshoremc2n. I n  t h e  summer of 1919 t w e n t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  

employees  of t h e  N o r t h e r n  C o n s t r u c t  i o n  Company, work ing  on t h e  
- \ 

P.G.E., were ex - se rv i cemen .  They were p a i d  7 5  c e n t s  p e r  hour  
. . 

f o r  a  n i n e  hour  d a y ,  w h e r e a s  u n i o n  r a t e s  were 8 1  c e n t s  p e r  hour  

f o r  a n  e i g h t  hour  day .  27 

Though these *!procedures s e r v e d  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of  e m p l o y e r s ,  

, t h e y  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  b a s i c  problem of 'unemployment;  

t h e r e  were s i m p l y  n o t  enough j o b s  t o  go  round.  La rge  numbers o f  

v e t e r a n s  were r u n n i n g  b u t  o f  p o s t - d i s c h a r g e  pay  and  t h e  c i t y  

was f a c e d  w i t h  i t s  r e g u l a r  s e a s o n a l  i n f l u x  o f  unemployed 

w o r k e r s  from t h e  h i n t e r l a n d .  A s  e a r l y  a s  J u l y  1919 t h e  RNWMP 

- were a n x i o u s  a b o u t  t h i s .  However, i f  government  a t  b o t h  l e v e l s  

made a n  e f f o r t  t o  s u p p l y  v e t e r a n s  w i t h  work,  t h e  Commissione'r 

f e l t  t h a t  t h e  r a d i c a l  l a b o u r  e l e m e n t  would b e  e a s y  t o  h a n d l e :  

... t h e  coming w i n t e r  w i l l  b e  a c r i t i c a l  time, 
a n d  a s ,  I have  r emarked  i t  i s  u p  t o  t h e  gove rnmen tc  
s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  p r o v i n c e s  to k e e p  t h e s e  rtlen 
s a t i s f i e d  a n d  happy and  t h e r e f o r e  away from t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  o f  Bolshevism.  Time and  time a g a i n  I 
have b r o u g h t  t h i s  t o  t h e  n o t i c e  of  prominent '  



bus ines smen  i n  Vancouver . .  . 2 8  

Throughout  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  months  t h e  RNWm c o n t i n u e d  t h e i r  '- 
F .. - 

e m p h a s i s  on v e t e r a n s  a s  t h e  most  c r i t i c a l  g r o u p ,  whose l o y a l t y  

c o u l d  be b e s t  a s s u r e d  by  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  work,  o r  a n  e x t e n d e d  

pe,riod o f  p o s t - d i  s c h a r g e  pay .  

V e t e r a n s v  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a l s o '  had t o  a d d r e s s  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  

t h e  problem o f  unemployment,  a n d  t o  t h e  grdwing  demands f o r  a  

c a s h  g r a t u i t y .  Two g r o u p s  had d i s a p p e a r e d  from t h e  Vancouver  
'7 

s c e n e  by t h e  f a l l  o f  1919.  N o  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  Khaki Labor  

Union o c c u r  a f t e r  t h e  s t r i k e .  The E x - S o l d i e r s '  and  S a i l o r s t  

Labor  C o u n c i l  was a n o t h e r  c a s u a l t y .  One o f  t h e i r  l a s t '  a c t i o n s  

was a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  p o l i c e  r a i d s  on  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  . 

l a b o u r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  and  t h e  homes o f  s t r i k e  a c t i v i s t s .  By J u l y  1 * -  - , 
t h e i r  m e e t i n g s  had f a l l e n  o f f  d r a s t i c a l l y .  About a hundred  

I 

men, o n l y  h a l f  of  whom were ex - se rv i cemen ,  g a t h e r e d  t o  h e a r  , 

Alex Mackenzie  of  t h e  L o g g e r s f  A s s o c i a t i o n  o n  J u l y  1 3 t h .  A t  a  

b u s i n e s s  mee t ing  on t h e  t w e n t y - f i r s t  of  t h e  month i t  was c lear  
1 

t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  was i n  a  s t a t e  of  c o l l a p s e .  Its o r g a n i z e r ,  

W.E. Kinney announced  h i s  r e t i r , e m e n t  -- h e  c o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  

a f f o r d  t o  work w i t h o u t  pay ,  and  was l e a v i n g  f o r  Winnipeg. 1n  I 
Augus t  a p o l i c e  s p y  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i c n  had c e a s e d  I 
t o  e x i s t .  T h i s  was n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  a c c u r a t e ,  .as f u r t h e r  

m e e t i n g s  were annouunced  i n  t h e  B.C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t .  I t  i s  

n e v e r t h e l e s s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t@ E x - S o l d i e r s v  and  S a i l o r s E  C o u n c i l  

.had c e a s e d  t o  a t t r a c t  v e t e r a n s .  29 

The N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  of  t h e  GWVA t h a t  was p o s t p o n e d  

during t h e  s t r i k e  went  a h e a d  i n  e a r l y ;  J u l y ,  a i d e d - b y  a $ 2 , 5 0 0  



g r a n t  f rom t h e  Vancouver  &ity C o u n c i l ,  a n d  a $5 ,000  I 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  from t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  ~ o v e r n m e n t .  The g a t h e r i n g  was 

p r e c e d e d  by a  p r o v i n c i a l  c o n v e n t i o n  where  t h e r e  was criticism 

of t h e  b i a s .  o f  t h e  B.C. V e t e r a n s  Weekly. A Victoria member 

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  ' t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  a  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  

page  f o r  v e t e r a n s  who were a l s o  l a b o u r  men. The N e w  "b 
W e s t m i n s t e r  Branch  p u t  f o r w a r d  a  r e s o l u t - i o n ,  which t h e y  o 

wanted t o  p l a c e  b e f o r e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Conven t ion ,  demanding t h a t  

g o v e r n & n t  t a k e  w h a t e v e r  a c t i o n  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n s u r e  th ' a t  

a l l  l aw  a b i d i n g  c i t i z e n s  had work, h e a l t h  i n s u r a n c e  and  o l d  a g e  

p e n s  i o n s .  30 

The N a t i o n a l  C o n v e n t i o n  showed j u s t  how b a d l y  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  was s p l i t .  Payment of  a  c a s h  g r a t u i t y  was t h e  

most  d i v i s i v e  i s s u e .  A l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of  d e l e g a t e s ,  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  p e r h a p s  a  l a r g e r  p r o p o r t i o n  of work ing  c l a s s  

members, was s t r o n g l y  i n  f a v o u r  of  g o v e r n m e n t , p a y i n g  a  $1 ,500-  

c a s h  g r a t u i t y  t o  a l l  men who had s e r v e d  o v e r s e a s ,  and  $2 ,000  t o  

t h o s e  who had a c t u a l l y  b e e n  t o  t h e  f r o n t .  A f t e r  a g r e a t  d e a l  of 

manoeuver ing  by t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  the c o n v e n t i o n '  f i n a l l y  a  P 

. . 
w a t e r e d  down and  e s s e n t i a l l y  m e a n i n g l e s s  r e s o l u t i o n ,  which . 

demanded a  g r a t u i t y  b u t  l e f t  t h e  amount t o  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  o n l y  

by t h e  c o u n t r y t s -  a b i l i t y  t o  pay .  3 I 
f 

' i c  

The i s s u e  of g r a t u i t i e s  was n o t  t h e  o n l y  one  t h a t '  s p l i t  
r- 

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I t  was ,  r a t h e r ,  a  r ~ f l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  d e e p  c /' 

d i v i s i o n s  be tween  t h e  members and t h e  e x e c u t i v e  which had b e e n  -,/ 

a p p a r e n t  e a r l i e r  i n  Vancouver  and  Winnipeg. The same d i v i s i o n  a . 

was e v i d e n t  f.n t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of war p r o f  i ts.  An amendment 
\ 



r 

7 1  
- 

t h a t  would have g i v e n  s u b s t a n c e  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  s t a t e d  

I condemnat ion  of war p r o f i t e e r s ,  w a s - p u t  f o r w a r d  by  a  T o r o n t o  

v e t e r a n .  H e  made t h e  r e m a r k a b l e  p r o p o s a l  t h a t  t h e  government  

c o n f i s c a t e  a l l  p r o f  i t s  made d u r i n g  t h e  war ,  a n d  t h e n  hand back  

o n l y  a n  amount b a s e d  o n  t h e  a v e r a g e  p r o f i t s  o f h h e  t h > e e  y e a r s  1 

p r e c e d i n g  t h e  war. The r e m a i n d e r  was t o  be d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  L *  

widows and  o r p h a n s  of  v e r n a n s .  Comrade B a r n a r d  o f  N e w  

kees tmins t e r  spoke  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  amendment; m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  

t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  n o  i n d u s t r i a l  p e a c e  i n  Canada w h i l e  e x t r e m e s  o f  
u .  

w e a l t h  and  p o v e r t y  were a l l o w e d  t o  exAst :  'Remove t h e  s o i l  i n  

'which Bolshevism i s  r e a d i l y  p r o P o g a t e d l  and  you w i l l  s o o n  

e r a d i c a t e  t h e  ~ o l s h e v i s t " .  The amendment was a l s o  s u p p o r t e d  by * - -F 

Comrade DeWeile of  t h e  Vancouver  Branch. Bu t  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  

t h 6  a s s o c i a t i o n  s u p p r e s s e d  i t  by s c h e d u l i n g  i t s  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  

t h e  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  l a s t  d a y  o f  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  when t h e r e  was . 

o n l y  a s h o k t  f o r  d e b a t e .  The f i n a l  e n d o r s e m e n t  was " i n  

p r f n c i p l e n  o n l y .  Ig was t h e n  f o r w a r d e d  t o  a n  e x e c u t i v e  
rr 

c o m m i t t e e  ' t o  d r a f t ,  w i t h  u t m o s t  c a r e  a s  t o  t h e  

p h r a s e o l o g y " .  3 2  _ 

The m a n i p u l a t i o n  of t h e  c o n v e n t i o n  d i d  n o t  go u n n o t i c e d  

i n  t h e  d a i l y  p r e s s .  Ah a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  Vancouver  Weekly 

Review, , s i g n e d  by a  "war c h a p l a i n n  whb a d v o c a t e d  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  of a l l  i n d u s t r i e s ,  s h a r p l y  c r i  t i c J z e d  t h e  ' i  
p r o c e e d i n g s :  \ 

# . . . i t  i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e i r  [ t h e  GMA'SI 
programme of r e f o r m  h a s  b e e n  made t o  o r d e r .  , It i s  
n o t  a  n a t u r a l  g r o w t h  o f  a  body of r e f o r m i n g  s t u d e n t s  
,but the made t o  order programme of c b o d y  of hired 
s e r v a n t s .  The hand of  t h e  master i s  e v i d e n t  i n  
e v e r y  l i n e .  



72  
-, . 

Needless t o  s a y ,  t h e s e  a l l e g a t i o n s  were s t r e n u o u s l y  d e n i e d  i n  

t h e  columns of  t h e  B.C. V e t e r a n s  Weekly. 3 3 

O t h e r  Vancouver  J e t e r a n s '  g r q p s  had t h e i r  own r e m e d i e s  

f o r  social  ills. The A&N a n d  - t h e  I m p e r i a l  V e t e r a n s  saw t h e  h i g h  

c o s t - o f c  l i v i n g  a s  a m e o r  i r r i t a n t .  They c a l l e d  f o r  a c t i o n  
I 

u n d e r  t h e  c r i m i n a l  c o d e  whenever  p r o f i t e e r i n g  was found ,  a  

s u g g e s t i o n  aimed a t  t h e  p r i c e s  of  b a s i c  commodi t i e s  r a t h e r  - 
t h a n h h e '  p r o f  i t s  which had b e e n  amassed d u r i n g  t h e  war. 3 4 

A s  t h e  p rob lem of unemployment among v e t e r a n s  became more 

[ a p p a r e n t ,  ' a n '  i n c r e a s i n g  number f e l t  o n l y  a  c a s h  g r a t u i  t Y  would .- 
I . -  

make i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  them t o  s u r v i v e  t h e  w i n t e r .  I n  O c t o b e r ,  

, Sam G o t h a r d  of. t h e  Comrades went t o  Ot tawa t o  p r e s e n t  a 

p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  by e i g h t e e n  t h o u s a n d  v e t e r a n s . ,  It  r e q u e s t e d  a 

. $2 ,500  g r a t u i t y ,  t o  b e  p a i d  i n  bonds ,  t h e  r e c i p i e n t s  b e i n g  f r e e  

t o  d i s p o s e  of  them a t  w i l l .  Tom Barna rd ,  r u n n i n g  a s  a  l a b o u r  

c a n d i d a t e  a g a i n s t  C o n s e r v a t i v e  Simon F r a s e r  T o l m i e  i n  a  

Vancouver  I s l a n d  f e d e r a l  b y - e l e c t i o n ,  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  

government  - . was a b l e i t o  a f f o r d  a  c a s h  g r a t u i t y .  The GWVA . Q 
Advi so ry  Commit tee  t o  C a b i n e t  m o d i f i e d  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  

, e a r l i i r  d e c i s i o n ;  i t  a s k e d  f o r  a  $500 c a s h  g r a n t  " t o  make' 

p r o v i s i o n ,  f o r  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  s t r e s s ,  o f  t h e  c u t r e n t  ' < -% . 
4 

. 
w i n t e r " .  3 5  

Pr ime M i n i s t e r  Borden ,  t r ied  h a r d  t o '  i g n o r e  t h e  a g i t a t i o n .  

On t h e  5 t h  of  - ~ o v b r n b e r  he  s t a t e d  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  t h a t  t h e r e  would 

be n o  g r a t u i t y .  H.B. S t e v e n s ,  C o n s e r v a t i v e  membe-r f o r  

Vancouver  C e n t r e ,  was-in t h e  c i t y  a  week l a t e r .  He t o l d  GWVA - 
members t h a t  a d v a n c i n g  money on g r a t u i t i e s  was n o t  i n  t h e  



, 
i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  p u b l i c ,  a n d  t h a t  h e  w p u l d  r a t h e r  t h a t  p e n s i o n s  

- A 

b e  e q u a ~ i z e d  among a11 r a n k s .  The s p e e c h  h a d o a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
E .  ' -  
, i ' rnpact  o n  t h e  R t W F J  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  who r e p o r t e d  t h a t  S t e v e n s  had  

. , 
risen f i f t y  p e r  c e n t  i t h e  e s t i m a t i o n  o f  r e t u r n e d  men. ~ t e b e n s  

y$ 5 
h i m s e l f  had n o - i l l u s  s. H e  w 2 o t e  t e l l i n g  B o r d e n  t h a t  t h e  

/ .  

s p e e c h  had n o t  .gone down well  w i t h  v e t e r a n s :  " I a s s u r e  y o u  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  a t  a l l  a b o u t  t h e  u n a n i m i t y  a n d  t h e  
d 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  men t o  g e t  t h i s  g r a n t  ' b y  ,hook o r  by 

c r o o k ' . ,  If t h e  ~ r ,  rontiiiiie i n  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  1 s h o u l d ,  

at t h e  n e x t  e l e ~ t i o n ,  p r o b a b l y  be d e f e a t G d M .  S t e v e n s  r e m i n d e d  

t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  t h a t  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  had  made n o  p r o v i s i o n  

f o r - v e t e r a n s  who d i d  n o t  w i s h  t o  l i v e  o n  t h e  l a n d .  He 

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h o s e  who w a n t e d  t o  s t a r t  i n  b u s i n e s s  o r  b u y  a -. 

h o u s e  s h o u l d  a l s o  r e c e i v e  a s s i s t a n c e .  3 6 
* ,  

T h e r e  were a t  l e a s t  f i v e  t h o u s a n d  unemployed  i n  V a n c o u v e ~  

when B o r d e n  f i n a l l y  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  u n e m p l o y m e ~ a m o n g  - 
v e t e r a n s .  The December  1$19 o r d e r - i n - C o u n c i l  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  

t h e  f o r t y  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  g r a n t  f o r -  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  r e t u r n e d  men 

was no't a n  a d m i s s i o n  o f  r e p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  a b l e - b o d i e d .  H e l p  

was g i v e n  " w i t h o u t  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  . in  

any  way r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  employment  o f  f o r m e r  j u e k b e r s  o f  t h e  

f o r c e s  who h a v e  r e t u r n e d  t o  c i v i l i a n  l i f e " .  A n  p n e m p l o y e d  . ir 

v e t e r a n  q u a J i f i e d  o n l y  i f  h e  was i n d i g e n t :  " O f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  [ S C R ]  s h a l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  home c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  s h a l l  t a k e  i n t o -  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  , 

income f r m  t h e  e a r n i n g s  o f  members o f  t h e  f a m i l y * .  37 

V e t e r a n s  were f u r i o u s  a b o u t  t h i s  a n d  c a l l e d  i t Y t h e  
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D c h a r i t y  d o l e w .  I n  o r d e r  t o ,  r e c e i v e  a i d  a n . a p p l i c a n t  had  t o  go 

t h r o u g h  a  p r o l o n g e d  p r o c e d u r e .  First, he  n e e d e d  a n o t e  f r o m  - 
", 

t h e  S C R  v e r i f y i n g  t h a t  h e  was unemployed ,  a n d  - t h a t  n o  . j o b - w a s  
. > 

a v a i l a b l e .  Then  h e  h a d  t o  c o m p l e t e  a fo rm w h i c h  a s k e d  f o r  . ,. 
- .... 

d e t a i l s  of  p r o p e r t y  o r  and o t h e r  i n v e s t m e n t s  h e  owned; i f  h'e 
,. 

- c 

was r e c e i v i m n g  a  

h i s  employment ;  

a n d  r e a s o n s  f o r  

p e n s i o n :  who was h i s  l a s t  e m p l o y e r ;  n a t u r e  o f  

d u r a t i o n  o f  l a s t  employment ;  amount  o f  s a l a r y  

l e a v i n g .  A l a d y  v i s i t o r  w o u l d  t h e n  c h e c k  o n  -- 
1 

himr  T h i s  " i n s u l t i n g  a n d  s e l f  - r e s p e c t  d e s t r o y i n g n  p r o c e d u r e  

w a s  e x a c e r b a t e d  by  t h e  r e q u i r e m e e n t  iin some a r e a s  f o r  

a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  &e made t h r o u g h  t he  C a n a d i a n .  P a t r i o t  kc fe - P 

3 8  Fund. 
A -1 , C * .  . .  ' 

f i  -1 

Less t h a n  o n e  y e a r  a f t e r  t h e y  had b e e n  d e m o b i l i z e d  mar-& o f '  

- C a n a d a ' s  "he roes . "  had becorrte o b j e c t s  o f  c h a r i t y ?  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
b 

same- humil  i a t i n g .  p r o c e d u , r e s  t h e i r  w i v e s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  had ' 
, * 

r . e n d u r e d  w h i l e  t h e  war  was i n  p r o g r e s s .  The s i t u a t i o n  worried 
- .  

t h e  o f f i c e r  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  RNWMP. He r e p o r t e d  t h a t  w i t h o u t  
* 

u s e • ’  u i  work t h e  men h a d  " n o t h i n g  %do b u t  meet a n d  d i s c u s s  

t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e s w .  T h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  were b e i n g  e x p l o i t e d  b,y - A 

+ 'i 

" a g i t a t o r s "  who were b u s y  " s o w i n g  t h e  seed& o f  d i s s e n s i o n  o n  

4 
39 p h s t  m i g h t  be t e r m e d  v e r y  f e r t i l e  g r o u n d M .  

0 

V e t e r a n s  were u n d e r s t a n d a b l y  r e l u c t a n t  t o  g o  t h r o u g h .  the 
* 

u n p l e a s a n t  p r o c e d u r e  of a p p l y i n g "  f o r  t h e  F e d e r a l  r e _ l $ d  g r a n t .  

A t  t h e  B e g i n n i n g  of J a n u a r y  1 9 2 0  o n l y  950  h a d  r e c e i v e d  

a s s i s t a n c e  i n  B r i t f  s h  Columbia .  D e s p i t e  the ' f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
--% 

GWVA, w h i c h  c l a i m e d  a  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  1 0 , 0 0 0 ,  was t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  
* - 

l a r g e s t  v e t e x a n s t  g r o u p ,  i t  r e p o r t e d  o n l y  176-@s'f t i t e  c a s e s  t h a t  
l 

= .,' 



r e c e i v e d  F e d e r a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h i s  was less t h a n  t h e  185 

r e p o r t e d - b y  t h e  I m p e r i a l  V e t e r a n s  and  c o n s i b e r a b l y  less 2 
t h a n  t h e  252 r e p o r t e d  by t h e  Vancouver  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  SCR. 

E i t h e r  t h e  GWV$S membership c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  more a f f l u e n t  
J 

v e t e r a n s ,  g r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was f a i l i n g  t o  c a r e  f o r  i-ts 
4 0  J 

di s a d v a n t a g e d  members. - a 

, The , w i n t e r  of 1919-20 was a  bad o n e  f o r  many v e t e r a n s ,  
h *1 ' .- , - 
b u t  i t  was f r e e  'from s o c i a l  disorders.  h he r e t u r n e d  s o l d i e r s ,  

had s t i l l  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  w o r s t  e f f e c t s  'of t h e  pos t -war  

r e a d j u s t m e n t  -- i t  was s t i l l  p o s s i b l e  t o  hang o n  t o  t h e  dream 

f o r  h e r o e s n .  of "a home Tt 
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-. 
CHAPTER 4. 

The v e t e r a n s . . . a r e ,  o r  s o o n  w i - 1 1  be . . .powerfu l  enough 
' t o  s e c u r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  any c a n d i d a t e  f o r  
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  honour s .  . . Whenever a n  e l e c t i o n  t a k e s  
p l a c e ,  a s s u r e d l y  s o l d i e r  c a n d i d a t e s  w i l l  be nomina ted  
i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  c o n s t i t u e n c y ,  ' i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  ., 

L w h e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  s o l d i e r s '  p a r t y  o r  
4 n o t .  It is  s a f e  t o  presume t h a t  t h e  f u l l  w e i g h t  o f  . 

t h e  r e t u r n e d  men w i l l  be b e h i n d  t h e  so ld ie r s t  - 

c a n d i d a t e s .  More t h  n  t h i s ,  n o  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  c o u l d  
a c c o m p l i s h .  7 

" S o l d i e r s  a n d  P o l i t i c s "  by t 

Lukin  J o h n s t o n ,  i n  B.C. 

I t  was n o t  u n t i l  December 1920 ,  more , t h a n  two ~ e a r s ' a f t e r  

t h e  a r m i s t i c e ,  t h a t  ve t e - r ans  had a  c h a n c e  . t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a  

ma jo r  e l e c t i o n .  1n 1 9 1 6  p r o v i n c i a l  L i b e r a l s  had ended  a  

f o u r t e e n  y e a r  C o n s e r v a t d v e  r e i g n  i n  a  " p o l i t i c a l  a v a l a n c h e "  

t h a t  l e f t  t h e  T o r i e s  w i t h -  o h l y  n i n e  s e a t s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

T h i s  e l e c t o r a l  s u c ~ e s s  had b e e n  due  t o  t h e  L i b e r a l s t  . , C  

Q ' c o n t s r u c t i o n  of  a  uniLed f r o n t  i n c l u d i n g  p r o h i b i t i o n i s t s ,  
I 

l a b o u r ,  f e m i n i s t s  and  o t h e r  r e f o r m  g r o u p s .  The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  
- 

of P r e m i e r  B r e u s t e r  and  i a t e r  P r e m i e r  O l i v e r  were t y p i c a l  o f  

e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t b r y  Canadian-  L i b e r a l i s m ,  a s  described by ' 

t i  

J a m s  Laxer: " c a t e r i n g  t o  powe'rf u l  econo&c i n t e r e s t s  w h i l e  n o t  
- & c d  1 0 - 

f o r g e t t i n g  t h e  o r d i n a r y  people" .  T h e r e  w a $  a  spdte o f  r e f o r m  . 
* 

' l e g i s l a t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  " o r d i n a r y  people' be tween  1916 and  1920. 



The l o t ' o f  some workers was made a  l i t t l e  e a s i e r  by the  
# 

Workmen's Compensation Act, the extension of t h e  e i g h t  h o ~  

day, and f o r t n i g h t l y  payment of wages t o  workers i n  major 

i n d u s t r i e s .  Leg i s l a t ion  f o r  women included t h e  Women's Suffrage 

b i l l ,  a  female minimum wage b i l l  and the.  Mother's Pension Act. 
a 

In a d d i t i o n  t o  the  S o l d i e r s '  housing e)nd se t t lement  a c t s ,  , 
n 

. . 
arrangements were made t o  d e f e r  s o l d i e r s '  property taxes f o r  

the  dura t ion  of t h e  ,war. Though t h i s  Liberal  record cont ras ted  

well  w i t h  t h a t  of the  previous Conservative adminis t ra t ion ,  i t  
"2 - - 

l e f t  a  .grea t  dea l  t o  be des i red .  The problems described by Tom 

Barnard i n  1919 remained untouched. "War p r o f i t e e r s n  continued 
- 

t o  f l o u r i s h  and b a s i c  s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e s  remained. The worker 
. i . . 

s t i l l  l i v e d  i n  f e a r  ok unemployment, s i ckness ,  o l d  age, and h i s  

2 dependents1 lack of s e c u r i t y .  

' Workers' a n x i e t i e s  grew a s  the  post-war depression s e t  in . -  . - . ,  

War c o n t r a c t s  had come't-o' an end, and t h e r e  was a sharp drop i n  
- 

world p r i c e s  of t h e  Law m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  B r i t i s h  Columbia's ' 

expor t  t r ade  r e l i e d  on. Premier Ol iver ,  who was well  aware of 

t h e  growing d i s c o n t e n t ,  sought" to  gain a  mandate be fo re  t h e  

farmers: workers, and ve terans  who formed the  mdjor d i s s i d e n t  

groups cquld make p o l i t i c a l l y  e f f d t i v e  a l l i a n c e s .  The move 

a l s o  allowed him to' take -advantage of the  d i s a r r a y  of h i s  

t r a d i t i o n a l  opponents, the  Conservatives,  who had repeatedly 
? 

c r i t i c i z e d  him f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  enforce  p roh ib i t ion .  I n  October 

1920 a referendum showed t h a t  the  pub l i c  d i d  not favour 

. p r o h i b i t i o n .  3 



~ d o u ~ h  many e-x-se'rvicemen were unhappy w i t h  t h e  I 

- 
p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  t h e  p r o v f i c i a l  L i b e r a l s ,  v e t e r a n s  ' o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

9 

3 C 4  

c o u l d  n o t  a g r e e  on  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t o  e n t e r  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  
I 

L 

e lec t  i o n  a s  a n  o r g a n i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  g roue .  The G r e a t  War 

Y e  t e r a n s  ~ s s o c i a " t i o n  was - o f f  ici  a 1  l y  non-pa r t  i s a n ,  o p p o s i n g  t h e  
0 

f o r m a t i o n  of  a  so ld ie r s '  p a r t y  o r  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

p a r t y .  The terms of  i ts i n c o r p o r a t i o n  a s  a  b e n e v o l e n t  
- 
A 

a s s o c i a t i o n  p r e v e n t e d  i t  i n  f a c t  from t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  a n y  

p o l i t i c a l  ac t ' i on .  T h i s  had c o n v e n i e n t l y  a l l o w e d  i t  t o  b l o c k  
a .  

. a t t e m p t s  t o  form a n  a l l i a n c e  be tween  V i c t o r i a  v e t e r a n s '  g r o u p s  - 

a n d  l a b o u r  i n  December 19.18, A p o l i c y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  n e u t r a l i t y  
C - 

was a l s o  e x p e d i e n t ;  v e t e r a n s 1  g r o u p s  relied h e a v i l y  on  - 
government  g r a n t s .  But  o f f i c i a l  non -pa r t  F s a n s h i p  was 

'. a t t a c k e d  from b o t h  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The 
, 
Vancouver  Branch d i  s c u s s e d  p o s s i b l e  amendments t o  i t s  ~ 0 2 i n i o n  

C h a r t e r  which would a l l o w  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t o  e n t e r  p o l i t i c s  

i n  A p r i l  1919. The ' i dea  of  a  so ld ie rs '  p a r t y  was a l s o  
% 

, a 

- ,  

d i s c u s s e d  in t h e  1919 S ~ u v e n i r  e d i t i o n  of  t h e  B.C. V e t e r a n s  x 

. - ,  

Weekly. While  a d m i t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p o s i b l e  f o r m a t i d n  o f  a  

s o l d i e r s '  p a r t y  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e ,  i t  p o r t r a y e d  s u c h  a  - 
move a s  below t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  r e t u r n e d  man: 

~ a n a d i a n  s o l d i e r s  a n d  , t h e  so ld ie r s  of  t h e  Empire  
g e n e r a l l y ,  have p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  a  t r emendous  
e x p e r i e n c e . .  . Be tween them a n d  d u t y  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  
formed a  pe rmanen t  a l l i a n c e .  F o r  s'uch men t h e  mere 

b i b b o l e  t h s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t  i s a n s h i p  have  8 0  

1 
:mean ing .  4 - 

These  s d n t i m e n t s  were e c h o e d  by P r e s i d e n t  W h i t t a k e r  o f  t h e -  

Vancouver  Branch i n  May 1919: 



We were c i v i l i a n s  b e f o r e  t h e  war and  now t h a t  we 
have  r e t u r n e d .  . . w e  a r e  c i v i l i a n s  agacin i n  a  much 
g r a n d e r  s e n s e .  . . . [ o u r  I i n t e r e s t s  a re  n o t  d i s t i n c t  
f rom t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  men and  women who t h r o u g h  then 
h a r d ' a n d  t r y i n g  y e a r s  o f  war. . , s t o o d  f a i t h f u l l y  
by ,  5 J 

Given t h e  b i a s  of t h e  Vancouver  e x e c u t i v e  and  t h e  c o n t e x t  of  ' 

e a r l y  1919 ,  t h e s e . s e n t i m e n t s  a r e  p r e d i c t a b l e .  ' N o n - p a r t i s a n s h i p  - 

r u l e d  o u t  t h e  s o l d i e r - l a b o u r  a l l i a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  and  t h e  

6 
0 

a u t h o r i t i e s  f e a r e d .  

Though o f f i c i a l  G W A  p o l i c y  was used  t o  r 9 t i o n a l i z e  i t s  

r e f u s a l  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  labour , ,  i t  had n o t  
J 

s t o p p e d  b r a n c h e s  a n d  t h e i r  members from, t a k i n g  a  p o l i t i c a l  - 

s t a n c e  when i t  s u i t e d  them. I n  1918 t h e  Vancouver  b r a n c h  

s u p p o r t e d  W a l t e r  D r i n n a n  who r a n  f o r  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  a g a i n s t  

I Mary E l l e n  Sm%th,, a. ' l i b e r a l ,  i n  a  p r o v i n c i a l  b y - e l e c t i o n .  
B B 

D r i n n a n ' s  d e f e a t  a p p a r e n t l y  changed  h i s  mind a b o u t  t h e  

a d v i s a b i l i t y  of  v e t e r a n s c  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .  I n  A p r i l  '1919 

he  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  i t  "would a l l o w  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t o  become t h e  
4 

p r e y  of p o l i t i c i a n s . .  . [ a n d ] .  . . n o t h i n g  more t h a n  a  s t e p p i n g  

s t o n e  f o r  some a m b i t i o u s  rnembet" .. While  D r i n n a n  had l o s t ,  t h e  

V i c t o r i a  GWVA h e l p e d  e l e c t  E x - P r i v a t e  F rank  Giolma,  who r a n  a s  

a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s o i d i e r  a g a i n s t  a  s o l d i e r  L i b e r a l  i n  a n o t h e r  

p r o v i n c i a l  b y - e l e c t i o n .  . A s  d e m o b i l i z a t i o n  took  p l a c e ,  t h e  GWVA 
k 

a t t r a c t e d  a c t i v i s t s  f rom a l l  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

L i b e r a l  I a n  Mackenzie  a n d  Tom ~ a r n a r d  o f  t h e  F e d e r a t e d  Labor  
'% 

P a r t y .  7 

Though t h e  G W A  wa% a b l e  t o  overcome a l l  p l e a s  f o r  t,he 
2 

d 

f o r m i t i o n  of  a s o l d i e r s q  p a r t y  i n  e a r l y  1919,  t h e  drive f o r  

g r a t u i t i e s  b r o u g h t  the i s s u e  t o  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  l a t e r  t h a t  year: 



t 

A f t e r  t h e  1919 c o n v e n t i p n 3 s  u n p o p u l a i  r e f u s a l  o f  g r a t u i t y  

demands,  t h e  GWVA's  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  l o b b y  p u t  f o r w a r d  a  m o d i f i e d .  

bonus  p l a n ,  which s o u g h t  a i d  o n l y  t h e  soldier  "who c o u l d  ' 

- 
demons t r ' a te  t h a t  s t a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  re-establl shment  i s  a  real  

n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  a n d  f u r t h e r  s e c u r i t y  o f  h i m s e l f  and  

h i s  d e p e n d e n t s m .  ' When e v e n  t h i s  modest  p r o p o s a l  was rejected 

t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  was f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  ~ f  l o s i n g  

members t o  r i v a l  g r o u p s .  Branches  o p e n l y  e x p r e s s e d  t h e i r  

d i s c o n t e n t ;  t h e  S o u t h  Vancouver  GWVA p a s s e d  a unanimous- 
1 

r e s o l u t i o n  ' i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  GWVA t a k i n g  a n  a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  

p o l i t i c s ,  b e l i e . v i n g  t h a t  a c t i o n .  .:is i n  t h e  best  i n t e r e s t s  
i 

of  Canada a t  t h i s  time,' andi  t h a t  a l l  o t h e r  r e t u r n e d  men's 
I 

L o r g a n i z a t i o n s  be i n v i t e d  t o  a s s o c i a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  GWVA 

t o  t h i s  e n d n .  Even t h e  B.C. v e t e r a n s  Weekly had d o u b t s  . . 

a b o u t  i t s  p r e v i o u s  s t a n c e .  .While c o n t e n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  ' s h o u l d  m a i n t a i n  i t s e l f  f r e e  a n d  u n f e t t e r e d  from 

a l l  p o l i t i c a l  - a c t i o n n ' , '  i t  a d m i t t e d  that:  ' w h e t h e r  t h e  

8 - , c o n s t i t u t i o n  unchanged.  

a s s o c i a t i o n  a 1 t e . r ~  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  or n o ,  i t  c a n n o t  p r e v e n t  
E 

i t s  me&ers from e n t e r i n g  t h e  f i g h t m .  I n  . r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e s e  - 
p r e s s u r e s ,  Comrade C.E. Dohe r ty  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  p r o v i n c i a l  ' 

e x e c u t i v e  was s e n t  t o  Ot tawa t o  t r y  t o  g 6 t  t h e   association.'^ 

s a r t e r  amended ' t o  p e r m i t  p h i i t i c a l  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  f i g h t  f o r  

r e - e s t a b l $ s h m e n t m .  The a t t e m p t  was uns .uccess fu1 .  I n  October 

1 9 2 0  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f a c e d  a  p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n  w i t h  i t s  , 

The Grand Army of  U n i t e d  V e t e r a n s ,  t h e  v e t e r a n s '  g r o u p  % 

. 
w h i c h  'formed , a  s o l d i e r s '  p a r t y  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0  p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  

, . .  
Z - 



was s p e c i f i c a l l y  commit ted  t o  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .  F i r s t  f o r m e d ,  
v . a  

,t 

a s  t h e  Un i t ed  V e t e r a n s '  League,, t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  had -begun= a s  a - 

breakaway g r o u p  o f  t h e  GWVA, a f t e r  t h e  1919 conven t ion . '  
, . 

Under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Ex-Sergeant  Har ry  F lynn  i n  T o r o n t o ,  t5 

, 

B t h e  League demanded a $2 ,000  g r a t u i t y  for s o l d i e r s  who had be ,n 

t o  t h e  f r o n t ,  a n d  lesser amounts  f o r  o t h e r  v e t e r a n s .  The 

U n i t e d  V e t e r a n s  began  i t s  Vahcouver  o e g a n i k a t i o n  i n  November \ I .  
' 1919 l ed  by P r e s i d e n t  Jimmy Robinson  ( f o r m e r l y  o f  t h e  G'WA) , . . 

\ 

w i t h  Comrade C a r r o l  ( f o r m e r l y  o f  t h e  Comrades) a s  secretary. \ - 
i 

\ 

The RNWMP f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e y  migh t  draw s u p p o r t  n o t .  o n l y  ' from t h e  - 
a 

Comrades a n d  t h e  Campaigners ,  b u t  a l s o  from t h e  r a d i c a l  s e c t i o n  

of  t h e  u n i o n  movement. A l a r g e  number -of  I m p e r i a l  V e t e r a n s  whq 
8 .  

\ 

had b e e n  s t r o n g l y  p a t r i o t i c  b e f o r e  1919 were a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o  

j o i n ;  pos t -war  h a r d s h i p s  had l ed  some of  t h e  r m p e r i a l s ' t o  " 

become " p o s i t i v e l y  B o l s h e v i k " .  9 

The U n i t e d  V e t e r a n s '  League was n o t  a b l e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  more 

t h a n  a t e m p o r a r y  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e  c i t y - u n t i l  t h e  summhr-of 1920r  

when i t  had b e e n  renamed t h e  Grand Army o f J  Un i t ed  V e t e r a n s ,  The 

I - Vancouver  b r a n c h  o f  t h e .  GAUV announced i t s  f o r m a t  i o n  in J u l y  

* 1 9 2 0  w i t h  J.L. M i l l a r ,  manager  o f  t h e  V e t e r a n s '  + ~ n g i n e e r i n g  and  

' J  C o n t r a c t i n g  Co., a s  p r e s i d e n t ,  and  R.A. Webb, a n  employee  o f /  - 

. Canada ~ d j u s t a P l k  Double beck ,  a s  s e c r e t a r y .  The f i r s t  
1 .  6 

e x e c u t i v e  i s  n o t a b l e  f o r  t h e  i n c l ' u s i o n  o f  Nurs ing  S i s t e r  S m i t h  
b 7 

a s  s e c o n d  v i c e  . p r a s i d e n t  --' t h e  normal  p r a c t i c e  o f  v e t e r a p '  
' 

- / 

e C 

a s s o c i a t i o n s  was t o  r e l e g a t e  women t o  t h e  l a d i e s '  a u x i l i & i & .  

I n  Augus t  1920  t h e  new g r o u p  were a b l e  t o  announce  t h a t  t h e i r  

Vancouver  C lub  Rooms were r e a d y  f o r  o c c u p a t i o n .  A t  t h e  %same 
L 



t i m e ,  GAUV branchessawere 'being formed i n  N e w  Westmins t e r ,  South - 
f l  

Vancouvek, Yic to r i a  and Burnaby.  his dismayed theeGWVA, who 

pleaded w i t h  t h e i r  members not t o  de fec t .  That g r e a t  s u p m r t e r  

P of t h e  e s t ab l i shed  order ,  the  d a l  y  pyess, p r a c t i c e d  censorship 

by exclusi6n;  every meeting of t h e  GWVA was repor ted  i n  d e t a i l  
1 0  

w h i l i  t he  GAUV, i t s  r i y a l ,  was l a r g e l y  ignored. - 
A t  its Provinc ia l  convention, the  GAUV resolved t o  contac t  

1 I -  

labour.  Secre tary  Webb, who had tieen appointed a s  organizer ,  

was given the  t a sk  of wr i t ing  t o  the  province ' s  labour  counc i l s  
9 

. syggest  ing a  j o i n t  farmer/labour/GAUV conference. He a l s o  
= .  

c a r r i e d  a  p lea  f o r  p a l i  t i cab  a c t i o n  t o  the  United S o l d i e r s '  - 
> 

Council of Vancouver. H i s  suggest ion was rebuffed by t h e  j o i n t  

e f f o r t s  of Ian hackenzi4 of - t he  GWVA, and Majorq Crehan and 

Roberts,  of the  Army and Navy Veterans and t h e  Imperial  
*-=--- C 

Veterans r e spec t  i v b ~ .  The idea  of co-ope rat ion be tween 
i 

labour ,  farmers and ; h e r a n i  was not wel l  received by t h e  head 
', 

of the  United ~ i r m e r s ,  %.A. Copeland, who decla-red t h a t  $e was 

t opposed t o  any such develgpment. I t  d iq ,  however, r ece ive  t h e  

support  of outspoke-n labour  MLA James H u r s t  Hawthornwaite. 16 - 
was i n  t h e  Grea ter  V i c t o r i a  a r e a ,  where s o l d i e r  and labour  

groups had previously attempted t o  un-ite, t h a t  the  most 
1 

s e r i o u s ,  a l b e i t  intornplete and unsuccessful ,  a t tempt  was made 

t o  e l e c t  so ld ie r / l abour  candida tes ,  In o r d e r  t o  c o n t e s t  , t he  
'i 'a- 

four  mem'ber V i c t o r i a  Ci ty  r i d i n g ,  the  . t r a d e  unions chose two 
t 

candida tes ,  James Dakers and Tom Dooly, and t h e  GAUV s e l e c t e d  
7 

two, C.K. C h r i s t i a n  and R.P. HcLernan. A l l  four  men ran  on a 

j o i n t  ' so ld ier / labour '  t i c k e t .  T h i s  d id  not prevent  the  



p 

i - .  
~ e d e r a t d  tabour:-Party from running two. candidates.  Nor d id  i t  

b e t e r  iQkurnbent P r a n k  eiolma from con tes t ing  t h e  e l e c t i o n  a s  an 
1 

independen,t s o l d i e r .  I n  Saanich Captain M.A. Orford, a . /' 
4 

shipyard foreman, represented the  - s o l  i e r / l abour  a l l i a n c e .  T h i s  
. . 

\. d i  s r n a ~ e i o n e  labour 'supp&rte.r  who chargqd t h a t  O r f  ord had ~ d o k  
\ 

- \  - 
more t o  f o r c e  scab labour on u s  than anyohe e l s e ? .  Captain - .  

B.J.Gasden, who x a n  i n  .Esquimalt, was t h e  f o u r t h  a l l i a n c e  

11 candidate .  
- .  

. . 
In Vancouver ve terans  and labour  were unable Po form a 2- , 

t 

s i m i l a r  a l l i a n c e .  This  was p a r t l y ,  but not e n t i r e l y ,  due t o '  ' i  

t h e  inf luence  of the  GWVA. The United Publ ic  Service  Council, 
.x 

under the  chairmanship of D r  J.W. McIntosh who was a  vetera; 
a .  

and an independant MLA, included de laga tes  •’;om bbth '  labour i i ~ d  

v e t e r a n s v  groups. 'on 2 6 t h  o c h b e r ,  1920, i t  recommended a j o 3 n t - :  
' 

. , P"; . -2  
t i c k e t  of two so, ldier  and two labour candidates  kn the  s i x  . ; 

% 
i? 

member Vancguver const i tuency.  This  'was opposed b? t h e  ' G W V ~ ,  , 
4 4 &. ' 

whose p rov inc ia l  execut ive two days e a r l i e r  had warnedb members 
3 $ .  

"on no account to ta l low the  GWVA t o  become ? s t epp ing  stone tgc. 
B * .  ? - 

I' &" 
0 ' .  

* . i . O  

. . t he  ambition of & r t a i n  i r r e k ~ b k s i b l e r p e ~ s d n s ' .  On 28t.h - - I 

/ , . J  

October the  Vancouver ~ ; a n c h  recoi&nded ' t ha t  ' i ts  de'$ega t ed  . 
, - 

d * '  , <  

c a r r y  p n  i n  the  Council,  but r e fuse  t o  .parb ier ipa te  . i n  any 
w .w 

' k  4 
< 

e l e c t o r a l  nominations. The Vancouver hade's':and .labour ~ o u n ~ i  1 ' ' 
\ * 

< , ,  ' 
r " C  $ .< 4 ,  

w a s  lukewarm towards t?e pGo&x6d a l l i a n c e .  -1t2 dele& t o l d - .  . - 
L e ,- P, . . r r  3 -  c P p -  

t h e ,  United Pli'blic S p i c e  , ~ a u n c i l  that ' ,  a port a j o i n t  2 ,  . 
t. 

% 

t i c k e t ,  t h e  VTLC vo id'have t o  take a  ;iferandun o f  i t&  
. . 

< '  t '' 1 
' .  

a -  2 
c o n s i t i t u e n t  o rgan iza t ions ,  and t h a t  time d i d  ngt'allow fa r  , '  

t h i s .  12 
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8 9  

s a w  xe w i t h o u t  f e e l i n g . .  . I  - - ! H y p n o t i z e d 1  came a 

v o i c e  s q u i c k  a s  a  f l a s h  -- a n d  t h e  a u d i e n c e  y & l l e d  w i t h  $ 8  . + 

d e l i 3 h t P .  T h i s  i n c i d e n t  d a s  3 n l y  o n e  o f  many o c c a s i o n s  i n  

w h i c h  t h e  GAUV s o n f r ~ n t e d  M e i g h e n  a c r o s s  C a n a d a ,  e p i s o d e s  w h i c h  

l e d  t~ ' t h e  g r 3 u p  b 2 i n g  named  " F l y n n ' s  I n d i a n s "  , a f t e r  t h e i r .  
I 

n s t i o n a l  l e a d e r .  Y e i g h e n ' s  v i s i t  n o t  o n  y r e s u l t e d  i n  a  g r e a t  2 
d e a l  •’ e x p ~ s , u r e ,  f e v o u r a b l e  a n d  u n f a v o u r ~ e ,  - f o r  t h e  GAUV, i t  

3153 c j e m 3 n s t r a t e d  t h e  h ~ s t i l i t y  f e l t  by many v e t e r a n s  t o w a r d  
li - 

t h e  C o n s e r v a t i - ~ e  > a r t y .  AS s u c h ,  i t  may h a v e  S e e n  o f  more h e l p  

' to t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  L i b e r a l s  t h a n  t h e  G A U V .  
16 . 

Yany of t h e  c a n i l d c t e s  c o n t e s t i n g  t h e  1 3 2 0  p r o v i n c i a l  I 
e l e c t i o n  were e x - s a l 3 l e r s  x h s  r a n  a s  m e m b e r s  3f t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

- 2 a r t  i e s .  D e s ~ i  t e  3 f  f i c i a l  SWVA fli s a v o w a l  c ~ f  p o l i t i c a l  a c t  i o n ,  

i t s  msre p r o n i n e n t  n e 3 b l r s  w e r e  v e r y  a c t i v e  d u r i n g  t h e  
' I 

campaign .  T h e  i i o e r a : ~  n o m i n s t 2 3  I a n  M a c k e n z i e  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  
t 

' : ancouver  Z i t _ ?  s e a t s .  3 a c k s n z i 2  o f f e r e d  t o  r e s i g n  h i s  

2 r l s i d e n c y  of t h e  i ' a n c o u v e r  S W V A .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  a l a c r i t y  

* i t h  w h i c h  h e  a c e e d e 3  t 3  rnem3ers1 ' p l e a s M  t h a t  h e  s t a y  o n  I 
i . ? - - i i z s t s s  t h a t  t h i s  x a s  m e r e l y  a  g e s t u r e .  A t  o n e  e l e c t i o n  

n t e t i n g  h e  r a d  i n t o  t r ~ c b l e .  A f t e r  h e  h a d  p r a i s e d  t h e  O l i v e r ' '  . 

1 
; 3 v e r , ? m e n t  f z r  i t s  f a i r  t r e a t n e n t  o f  t h e  r e t u r n e d  men, o n e  o f  

1 

z n e  a u i i e n c e  r 2 f e r r s d  t o  t h e  GAUV b o n u s  d e m a n d s ,  a s k i n g  a b o u t  

r 'm " .  tire t h a u s 3 n 3 " .  Y a c k e n z i e  d e f t l y  d i v e r t e d  Ehe  q u e s t i o n  

c 3 w a r 3  t h e  T 3 r i e s .  3e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  man w o u l d  n e v e r  g e t  

" c i ~  t h u s a n d "  : f  ye  v ~ t e d  C 3 n s e r v J a t i v e ,  a s  t h i s  w o u l d  b e ,  
\ 

" s t r t n g f h e n i n ;  5 %  h a n d  o f  ! 4 e i g h e n  a n d  C a l d e r " .  
1 7  

- 
Tr,s  L r ~ e r a l a  s r p e n t  l a v i s h l y  d u r i n g  t h e  c a m p a i g n .  I n  a n  



a t t e m p t  t o  draw the re fo rm v o t e r s  of 1 9 1 6  back i -n to  t h e  & l d ,  
I 

- t hey  a d d r e s s e d  s o l d i e r s ,  women,- and l a b o u r  i n  l a r g e  =. 'f - . . 43 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  s & ? c l f i c a l l y  t a r g e t d d  a t  each  group.  An t 

- --- 

a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n .  t h e  Da i ly  World i n f d m e d  v e t e r a n s  t h a t  

"Under tr.,. O l i v e r  Government B r i t i s h  Columbia Leads a l l  -" + 

P r o v i n c e s  i n  L e g i s l a t i o n  foL t h e  B e n e f i t  of Returned  S o l d i e r s w .  

'< I t  t h e n  went on t o  l i s t  t h e  BCRSAC, t h e  l a n d  s e t t l e m e n t  scheme, 

t a x a t i o n  r e l i e f ,  s b i d i e r s '  hous ing  and r e l i e f  payments a s  

examples .  I t  conc  .udecl: "rJ'oviously i t  i s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of 

311 r e t u r n e d  m n  t =  a s s i s t  i n  r e t u r n i n g  t h i s  L i b e r a l  
I 

3 d m i n i s t r A t i o n  w l ~ h  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  working m a j o r i t y  i n  o r d e r  , ' 

t h a t  flt may c 3 n t i q u e  i t s  good work i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of B r i t i s h  f 
/- 

Columbia v e t e r a n s  -- ' J ~ t e  f a r  a  L i b e r a l  C a n d i d a t e  on December 

l i t n .  In a f u l l  gage a d v e r t i r i e x k n t  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  

Vancouver S u n ,  f l v e  of t h e  s i x t e e n  c i t i z e n s  wrhc, e x p l a i n e d  

xhy t h e y  would voLe " t h e  s t r a i g h t  L i b e r a l  t i c k e t "  were 
I 

s a l d i e r s ,  and f l v e  were women. One of t h e  s o l d i e r s ,  Tom 

H a r n e t t ,  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t  ~f t h e  Vancouver GWVA and 

t 'he Returned  Soldierrs  Club,  was quo ted  a s  s a y i n g :  

s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  3 l i v e r  ,Government because  i n  my s g i n i o n  t h e y  a r e  
' 

B 
p l a y i n g  t h e  game w i t h  r e t u r n e d  s o l d i e r s w .  The L i b e r a l s  

rqwarded t h e i r  s u p p r t e r s ;  i n  1 9 2 1  H a r n e t t  was made a  member of 
b 

t h e  Vancouver p o l i z e  commission, a  L i b e r a l  p a t r o n a g e  

appointment. I n  t h l  same y e a r  vJames'3. F a l c o n e r ,  f e a t u r e d  i n  

t h e  sane  a d v e r t i s e m e n t ,  was a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  L iquor  C o n t r o l  

33ard .  O t h e r  Liberal a d v e r t i s i n g  emphasized I a n  Mackenz ie ' s  

? r e s i d e n c y  of t h e  Y3ncouver SrWAr i n  s t a r k  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h a t  



. "  o r g a n i z a t i o n ' s  s t a t e d  p o l i c y ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  his e a r l i e r  
4 ,  

/ 
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a h t  i - l a b d u r  Re tu rned  Men's Law and Order  

League was o m i t t e d .  18 

I Elsewhere ,  v e t e r a n s  weFe a c t i v e  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  

campaign. Tom i3arnsr3,  a  G W A  member, was nominated t o  c o n t e s t  

t h e  Nanaimo r i d i n g  f ~ r  t h e  Fede ra ted  Labour P ~ r t y .  I n '  New 
u > * 

; . ;esk.ninis ter  e x - s o i 5 j e r  XTJ. S loan  was chosen  a s  a  
i 

s o l d i e r / l a b o u t  c a n d i d a t e  a t  a  megtipg which i n c l u d e d  members ~f 
+ 

t h e  G W A ,  t h e -  2.432, t h e  F i she r -nen ' s  P r o t e c t i v e  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  

y g r k e r s .  ? l o a n ' s  w 3 s  run by New W e s t n i n s t e r  

CTR.'A P r e s i d e n t  I n  North Vancouver t h e  candidS?y of 

l n d e p e ~ d e n t  2 x - a ~ l 5 1  e r  George Sanuel  Hanes was Qndorsed  b y  t h e  

l 2 z a l  S W V A .  
2 0 

TnB C o n s e n a  t l v e  2 k r t y  had i t s  s u p p o r t e r s  dmong v e t e r a n s  
a 

3 1 l t  in Vancouver ,  G F T r A  2 a s t ' P r e s i d e n t  C.W.  W h i t t a k e r  and 
d 3 

C a p t a i n  Daykin of t h e  AiN were disappointed a s 2 i r s n t s  f o r  a  

C 9 n s e r v s t i v e  c a n d i d a c y . .  Canon Joshua  Hinch l j  f f e ,  an A & N  

a c t i v i s t ,  was n m i 9 a t ; d  a s  a  C o n s e r v a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e  i n  

. - . .!. 
2 ' ic tor ia . .  , C o l o n e l ' ? .  L i s t e r ,  t h e  d i s e n c h a n t e d  founder  of C mp' . - 

. . 4 - i ~ . ?  I 
L i s t e r ,  a  s o l d i e r s '  a g r i c u l t u k a l  s e t t l e m e - n t ,  r a n  f o r  t h e  ! , .' , 

I- . - 
:- -2 

C ~ ~ n s e r v a t i v e s  i n  ihsls. Led b y  ex-premier  Wil l iam Bowser, a 
7 

r l g h c  ding C o n s e r v a t i v e ,  t h h p a r t y  r a n  a n e g a t i v e  campaign, s 

z r i t i c i z i n g  Libera :  r e fo rms .  The T o r i e s '  main promise was a 
."-. 
..I 

" c l e a n  b u s i n e s s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n n ;  t h e g  o f f e r e d  l i t t l e  t h a t  might 

appea l  t o  t h e  
i 

s u p p r t e d  t h e  



/ '" 4 

4 $ A  - 92  * 
t-?ie s- i t i rdkion,  Ynen nominat ions  c lo sed  there y e r e  approx imate ly  

- 6 0  c a n d i d a t e s  whg w e r z  not  a f  f i l i a t e d  t o  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  

?a ' - t ies .  I n  South i iahzouverr  t h e  incumbent,  J.W. ~ d ~ n t o s h ,  

, . Chairnan of the  Gnl tsd  S e r v i c e  Counci l ,  r a n  a s  an  independent .  
d 

Severa l  c a n d i d a t i s  i n  the  i n t e r i o r  .ran on so ld i e r , / f a rmer  

2,o t i c k e t s .  - 

3 n  1 s t  DecenSer 2 3 2 0 ,  Preinier 3 l i v e r  and h i s  L i b s r a l s  

" r ade  ou t  t h e  s t s r m , "  s e l e c t i n g  twenty-s ix  n e n S e r s ,  compared t u  

the  Conse rva t i ve s '  fr3urteen. F 3 u r  l abour  c a n d i d a t e s  and  , t h r e e  

ma jo r i t y  of four  i n  the l e g i s l a t d r e .  C l e a r l y  t h e  L i b e r a l s  were 

nuch l e s s  popu la r  t han  they h2d been i n  1 3 1 6 ,  b u t  t h e  ma jo r i t y  

gained i n  1 9 2 0  se rved  its purpose -- t h e  p a r t y  would not  have 

t o  seek ano the r  m n d a t e  u n t i l  1 3 2 4  w k n  t h e  wsrst yeaks of t he  

post.-war dep re s s idn  wer2 ove r .  Two of t h e  t h r e e  independen ts  

tha't  were e l e c t e d  were s o l d i e r s :  Mdjor Richarc l 'aurde  i n  

~ l a e r n i ,  and George Hane3 i n  North Vancouver. B u t  tiio 

indepen8ent  s o l d i e r  X L A ~ ~ O S  t t h e i r  s e a t s :  XcIntosh i n  South  

Vancouver, and Ziolma i n  V i c t o r i a  'who came 1 7 t h  i n  a  f i e l d  of 

n ine t een .  Most ~f th'e v e t e r a n s  t h a t  were e l e c t e d  had, run a s  

nenbers  of e s t a b l i s h e d  p a r t i e s .  Colonel  L i s t e r  won ~Kas lo  and 

f t l l o w  Conserva t ive  Canon Hinch l i . f f e  became one of t h e  f o u r  

T v ' i c t o r i a  members. Veteran  F.A. Pau l i ne  won t h e  r i d i n g  of 

~ a b n i c h  f o r  t h e  L i b e r a l s ,  d e f e a t i n g  a  Conserva t ive  add t h e  

 labour nominee. 2 1 
\ 

In V i c t o r i a ,  uhere  n i n e t e e n  c a n d i d a t e s  c o n t e s t e d  f o u r  ,, 

s e a t s ,  t he  i;AUV,/laoour c a n d i d a t e s  came 1 2 t h ,  13th, 1 4 t h  and 
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~remie ;   liver's L i b e r a l s  were t o  f a c e  t h e  n e x t  t w o  y e a r s  

of d e p r e s s i o n  w i t h o u t  a programme t h a t  r e a l i  s t > c a l l y  a d d r e s s e d  
P 

t h e  p r o b l e m  of u n e m p l o y m e n t .  D e s p i t e  t h e i r  e l e c t i o n  
+ 

I .  
a d v e r t i s i n g  t h e y  were t o  b e  p e c u l i a r l y  u n s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e  

n e e d s  of  t h e  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e  v e t e r a n  -- t h e  o n e  who had  f a i l e d -  

t o  f i n d  e m p l o y m e n t ,  or  who had  f o u n d - o n l y  t e m p o r a r y  w o r k  i n  . - 

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ' s  v u l n e r a b l e  r e s o - u r c e  i n d u s t r i e s  o r  i n  i t s  

d;ing s h i p b u i l d i n g  c o n c e r n s . ,  - .  
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( a u t h o r i t i e s  had  made s p e c i a l  a r r a n g e m e n t ;  f o r  t h e  r e l i e f  o f  i 
C 

. 1 

i 
u n e m p l o y e d  v e t e r a h s .  From 1 9 2 0  onwar-d, a n y  s p e c i a l  

> 
c 3 n s i d e r a t i o n  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  was g n  a n  a d  h o c  b a s i s ,  

d e s i g n e d  t o  p a c i f y  s p e c i f i c  g r o u p s .  F o r ' t h e  m o s t  p a r t  t h e i r  " 
-5 

$- 0 B 
i 

m i l i t a r y  p a s t  b e c a d @  a n  e x c u s e  f o r  a l l  l e v e l s ,  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  
*'a r c  

* " E  * 
-&$I m r e s b n s i b i i i t y  f o r  t h e i r  welgare; 

'+ -4' 
%A. il 1940  O t - t a v a  wofj ld  c o n t i n u e  t q  

t * Q inswhat 
': unemploymen t  x a s  a p r o v i n c i a l  j u r i s d i c q i o n .  B u t ,  a s  S t r u t h e r s '  

o( 
d e t a i l e d  r e s e a r c h  t i a s  t h e  situation w a s  n o  l o n g e r  a s  

'. 
s i m p l e  a s  i t  h a d  b e e n  b e f o r e  t h e  w a r .  V e t e r a n s  w e r e  f o r m e r  

/ 
% ?  

" e m p l o y e e s n -  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a n d  many d i d  n o t  h a v e  , 

. t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t h a t  'would  a l l o w  them t o  claim 
'bf", 

m u n i c i p a l  . a s s i s t a n c e .  T h e s e  c i r c u m s  t e n c e s  a 1  l o v e d  p r o v i n c i a l  
, 

a n d  m u n i c i p a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  c l a i m  t h a t  e x - s e r v i c e m e n  *re 

3 t t a w a ' s  p r o b l e m .  Pr i rqe  M i n r s t e r  Me ighen  r i g h t l y  f e a r e d  t h a t  
1 * 

i f  h e  a s s u m e d  r ? s p o n s i b i l i t y , f o r  v e t e r a n s  a  p r e c e d e n t  w o u l d  be 

s e t d o r  a c o n t i n u i n g  f e d e r a l  r o l e  i n  h e l p i n g  t h e  unemployed .  
0 

V e t e r a n s '  p r o b l e m s  had  t o  b e  s u b m e r g e d  i n  a  f - a r  f r o m  a d e q u a t e  [ 

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  T i s  p o l i c y  w a s  made- c l e a r  i n  a  a t / 

4 
f e d e r a l  s t a t e m e n t  o n  unemploym t i s s u e d ' o n  1 4 t h  ~ e c e m b e r  1 9 2 0 ,  

p r a r n i s i n g  t h a t  O t t a w a  w o u l d  p a y  e t h i r d  of t h e  d i r e c t  cos t  o f  . 

m u n i c i p a l  r e l i e f .  The  f i r s t  * f e d e r a l  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  o f  
-u 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for t h e  j o b l e s s  w a s  a  h o p e f u l  move, b u t  Me ighen  
I 

9 
n o n ' e t h e l e s s  ma J r t t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was - u n i q u e ,  

j u s t i f y i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  by  t h e  " e x t r a o r d i n a r y  i r c u r n s t a n c e  ok P P 

3 t h e  w a r " .  

r e a s o n  g i v e n  b y  p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i t - i c i a n s  f o r  t h e i r  
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2 2 5  men crowded i n t o  accomodation- deskgned f o r  120:. I n  

~ e c e r n b e r '  1920, 19 ,000 f r e e  meals  were s e r v e d .  The basement was 

u t i l i z e d  -- e x t r a  b l a n k e t s ,  e x t r a  s t o v e s  and a  h e a t e r  were 

- prov ided  by c i t y  c o u n c i l :  0nl; t h e  most needy were a l lowqd t o  

use t h e  Club. Those w h ~  managed t 6  g e t  a  job  had t o  l e a v e ;  t h e  

100'who were employed on c i v i c  r e l i e f  wgrk a t  t h e  e n d ' o f  1920 
/ 1 6  

were ev ic ted , ,as  soon a s  they  r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  pay.  
F 

In  ~ a n u % r ~  1921, a s  unemployed v e t e r a n s  s t r o v e  t o ,  m a i n t a i n  
e 

t h e i r  d i g n i t y  i n  t h e s e  overcrowded c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  a  
I 
B 

f u r t h s r  blow. T'le C i u a  was t o  c l o s e  a t  t h e  end of Februa ry .  

C I; The o b n e r s  of t 5 e  b u i l d i n g  had l e a s e d  t h e  p r e m i s e s  t o  o t h e r  

t e n a n t s .  The Club '  a d i r e c t o r s  s e n t  sc?vera l  d e l e g a t i o n s  t o  

Counci l  t o  p l ead  f o r  i-ts c o n t i n u a t i o n .  I n  view of t h e  

energency an e x t r a  mon th ' s  l e a s e  was g r a n t e d ,  b u t  t h e  Elysium 

a o t e l  q u a r t e r s  c l o s e d  on 1st Yarch 1920. I t  u a s  n o t  t h e  end b 
of t h e  Club, which open& L a t e r  i n  t h e  year a t  a n o t h e r  a d d r e s s .  

'L 

a 
However, i t  was t h e n  a  much s m a l l e r  o p e r a t i o n  and was no t  a g a i n  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  j o b l e s s .  1 7  , 

T h e  March 1 3 2 1  c l o s u r e  ended t h e  c i t y ' s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  - . =% 

between unemployed v e t e r a n s  and r e s t  of t h e  jo 'b less .  R e l i e f  
A 

3 f f i c e r  I r e l a n d  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  of t h e  

depa r tmen t  a p p l i e d  e q u a l l y  t o  a l l .  Those who c o u l d  n o t  g e t  

jobs  were l e f t  t o  sat13ur c h a r i t y  i n  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  such  a s  t h e  

C e n t r a l  C i t y  H i s s i s n ,  Q e c r i b e d  by D r  U n d e r h i l l ,  t h e  Medical  
, 

3 f f i c e r  of Zea lah ,  a s  " d i r t y  and l o u s y *  and "a b r e e d i n g  p l a c e  

.- f ~ r  v e r n i n " .  I n  ' .hese c o n d i t i o n s  t h e r e  c o u l d  be no doubt  a s  t o  

. - F I ? I ~  was t h e  comri.de of t h e  unemgloyed ex-serviceman -- n o t  t h e  



comf3r t ab ly  s i t u a t e d  e x e c u t i v e  of t h e  GWVA, b u t  h i s  f e l l o w  i n  

t h e  r a n k s  <f t h e  j o b l e s s  -- v e t e r a n  o r  c ' i v i l i a n .  I t  i s  no t  

s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  m n y  made common cause  w i t h  r a d i c a l s ,  who i n  
\ 

1 9 2 1 ,  were a l r e a d y  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  g roups  t h a t  were t o  become 
4 m 

p a r t  3f t h e  H o r k e r s '  !L^ommunist) P a r t y  of Canada i n  1922,  The 

Canadian bia t i o n a l  Ynion o'f Ex-Servicemen, e s t a b l i s h e d  e a r l y  i n  

1 9 2 1 ,  x s s  one ~f t h e  grDups p r e s e n t  when t h e  ~ a n c o u v e r  s e c t i o n  

1 8  9 

of t h e  p a r t y  was f ~ r m e d .  , 

A s  t h e  Re t u r n e d  S o l d i e r s '  Club c l o s e d  i t s  d o o r s  t h i s  new 

v e t e r a n s '  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was be ing  formed. Duritng ~ e b r u a r ~  1921 . 

Jack  Kavanaugh an3  T 3 3  3 'Connor  a r r a n g e d  an unemployment parade  

which began a t  t% C l u b  and c o n t i n u e d  on t o  C i t y  H a l l .  A m0nt.h - 
l a t e r  t h e  Canadian N a t i o n a l  Ynion of Ex-Servicemen (Mux) was 

I -3 
f 3 r ; n a l l y  ' e s t a b l i s h e d .  I t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  a n g e r  and 

b i t t a r n e s s  felt by  unenployed v e t e r a n s .  I t s  aims were& 
J 

1. To pr3ceet  t h e  s $ & c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  d i s a b l e d  
and o t k e r  ex-serv icemen,  and of t h e  d e s c e n d e n t s  of 
t h e  f a i l e n  comrades.  

2 .  To d e f e a t  t h e  " d i v i d e  and r u l e "  t a c t i c s  of t h e  
rnas ts r  c l a s s  by 2ramot ing  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  of t h e  
workers .  

3 .  T=, v a r k  t ~ w a r 3  t h e  overtt irow of c a p i t a l i s m ,  t h e  
c a u s e  sf v a r a  an3  ~f a 1 1  t h e  s o c i a l  e v , i l s  from 
which ~ e  s u f f e r .  -+ 

Y e ~ C e r a h i p  i n  t h e  nex g r s u p  w 3 s  a p j n  t o  'ex-servicemen of a l l  - 
- 2sunt ; ies  o m 3 i ; e r  khan z m m i  s s i o n e d  r a n k " .  The c o n s t i t u t i o n ' s  

.- , 5 ~ t ? e r t 2  de h a v e  Seen induced t o  become members 
/ sf or:?:lz2 t i s n s  r s a c t  i ona ry  i n  c h a r a c t e r ,  d e s i g n e d  
\ b y  ? y e  r;li?g c l a s s  not  t o  c o n c e r t ,  b u t  t o  c o n t r ~ l  
'-.-/-T =he s k r s n g t h  of t h e  nembership;  t o  r e n d e r  ou r  

e f  f o r t s  a ' s2r t  i ve  and our  a s p i r a t i o n s  u n p b t a i n a b l e ;  
a2?5 z s  ? r r t l c i , a t e  a n  i n c l i n a t i o n  on o u r  p a r t  t o  form 

#' 

B 



. a s s o c i a t i o n s  t h a t  w o u l d  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e C % o n d  of I 
s y m p a t h y  a n d  g o o d w i l l  t h a t  e v e r  a t t a c h e s  t h o s e  who 
h a v e  s h a r e d  common d a n g e r  a n d  s u f f e r i n g s .  d 

1 
I 

e 

I t  w e n t  o n  t o  condemn t h e  t ' r e a t m e n t  o f  e x - s o l d i e r s :  

The  r e s u l t s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a r  h a v e  shown how 
va - in  h a s  b e e n  o u r  s a c r i f i c e  Wounded a n d  b r o k e n  w e  
a r e  d e n i e d  e v e n  t h e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  means  o f  l i f e .  T h e  

" widows a n d  o r p h a n s  o f  o u r  f a l l e n  c o m r a d e s  h a v e  . 
become tHe o b j e c t s  o f  c h a r i t y  w h i l e  a  r u l i  
f l a u n t s  i n  o u r  f a k e  t h e  w e a l t h  g a i : l e d  b y  
a n d  s u f f e r i n g  a n d  by t h e  s u p r e m e  s a c  i f i c e  o f  o u r  - 
c o m r a d e s  who f e l l  o n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  4 t l e .  

The p r e a n b l e  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s  .- were a p p r o v e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  by  a 

f o u n d i n g  m e e t i n g  r e p o r t e d l y  a t t e n d e d  by s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d .  The  

c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i n  i t s  f i n a l  f o r m ,  e n s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

c o u l d  n o t  b e  t a k e n  o v e r  by  u n f r i e n d l y  f o r c e s ' .  . I t  m a n d a t e d  

c o - o p e r a h i o n  w i t h  t r a d e  u n i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t 6  r e p r e s e n t  a  u n i t e d  

f r o n t .  B u t  t h e  CNUX c a r e f u l l y  e x c l u d e d  member3 who b e l o n g e d  t o ,  

3 f r a t e r n a l  o r d e r  o r ' a n y  o t h e r  e x - s e r v i c e  g r o u p  f r o m - i y s .  

e x e c u t i v e .  19 

The  new o r g a n i z a t i o n  w a s  a p p a r e n t i y  b e h i n d  a  p a r a d e  o f  6 0 0  
- 

r e t u r n e d  men who marched-  t o  C i t y  H a l l  i n  l a t e  March  1 9 2 1 .  T h e y  

demanded t h a t  t h e  c i t y  t a k e  c a r e  o f  u n e m p l o y e d  e x - s e r v i c e m e n  
- 

ah3 w e r e  b e i n g  f o r c e d  o u t  of  l o d g i n g  h o u s e s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  

i n a b i l i t y  t 9  p a y .  T h e  May2r r e p l i e d  t h a t  ~ n l y  t h o s e  

ex-ssy- icemen i n  t h e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  ~ e t u r n e d  S o l d i e r s '  C l u b  .were 
\. 

e l i g i b l e  f ~ r  r e l i e f .  The  C N U X  t h e n  f o r m e d  a  c o m m i t t e e  t o  take 
i 

u p  t h e  c a s e s  3 f  i n d i v i d u a l s  u h ~  h a d h b e e n  r e f u s e d  h e l p  by b o t h  

2 0 tAe  SCR a d  t h e  c i t y .  

T h e  o r g a n i z s t i o n ' s  s t r e n g t h  was wel l  i n  e v i d e n c e  a t  t h e .  
I \ 

d e m o n s t r a t i a n  t h a t  ~ r e e t e d  B i l l  P r i t c h a r d ' s  t o  V a n c ~ u v e r  
\r 

a f t e r  s s r v i n g  a  ; a i l  s e n t e n c e  f3r h i s  p a r t  
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o r g a n i z e d  by J a c k  Kavanaugh i n  t h e  Dominion H a l l .  The c i t y ' s  

b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  w e r e  a l a r m e d .  An o r g a n i z a t i o n  h e a d e d  by 
L .  i 

kx-of f  l c e r s  was fo rmed  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  L t ,  C o l .  R i c h a r d  
: 

B e l l  I r v i n g ,  n w i t  p u r p o s e  o f  a s s i s t i n g  t h e  - 
* 

a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  D e s p i t e  s u c h  p r o t e s t a t i o n s '  i t  

may well  have  b e e s  t h i s  g r o u p  t h a t  o r g a n i g e d  t h e  d i s t u r b a n c e  a t  

A. 
C r a w f o r d ' s  meeting. Af l v g e  mob g a t h e r e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  h a l l  w h e r e  

C r a w f v  was ' s g e a k i n g .  The S e v e n t h  B a t t a l i o n  Band a r r i v e d  o n  

t h e  s c e n e  a n d  p l a y e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Anthem. The crowd j o i n e d  i n ,  
B.. 1 

i n  a n  a t v e m p t  t~ drown o u t  C r a w f o r d ' s  s p e e c h .  t h e  e n d  o f :  
e 

4 , - J- 
t h e  m e e t i n g  C r a w f ~ r d  was e s c o r t e d  o u t  t h r o u g h  i d e  d o o r ,  b u t  9 

t h e  a u d i e n c e  w e r e  n o t  s o  l u c k y :  " most .  . .we r e  rced t o  p a s s  

I 
t h r o u g h  a  l a n e  fo rmed  by t h e  w a i t i n g  crowd a n d  w e r e  f o r c e d  t o  

\ --\ 
b a r e  t h e i r  h e a d s  o r  e v e n  k i s s  t h e  Union J a c k s  a l o n g ,  t h e  l i n e ,  

e n d  some b l o w s  w e i e  e x ~ h a n ~ e h a ~ i m e s .  " The s i t u a t i o n  g a v e  

c a u s e  f o r  c o n c e r n  among t h e  m i $  t a r y  a u t h o k i t i p s ,  i n  A p r i l  1 9 2 1  
J i 

t h e y  had a n  a r m e d  f o f c e  o f  1 7 5  men r e a d y  i n  c p d p  o f  t r o u b l e ;  

t h e y  c o u l d  a l s o  c a l l  on  200 a i r m e n  a n d  500,  , m i  11 i i a .  2 4  
T - 

4 Labour  and  un,employed g r o u p s  knew t h a t  t h e  k i n d  o f  

r e a l  o r  t h r e a t e n e d  v i ~ l e p c e  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  C r a w f o r d  
C. 

m e e t i n g  had t h e  t a c t i t  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s .  R a d i c a l s  

c ~ u l d  e x p e c t  n o  s u c h  t o l e r a n c e .  Even s o ,  r a d i c a l  g r o u p s  - - 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e f l e 5  Hayor  G a l e  o n  May Day 1 9 2 4  The Mayor had  

f a - r b i d d e n  a ?lay Day &%eting o n  e i t h e r  f he Cambi a S t r e d t  G r o u n d s  

L\ /+ o r  i n  ? l a s t i n g s  P a r * .  A h a s t i l y  p a s s e d  c i t y  by-law s t a t e d  t h a t  

L 
t h e  Union 2 a z k  musf  b e  f l o w n  a t  a l l  p a r a d e s .  The MySDay P a r a d e  o - 

i e q t  ahead,  d r a - i l g  a  crowd 2 f  3 , 0 0 0 .  The m a n d a t o r y  Union J a c k  



. .  

11 1 a - 

was f o l l o w e d  by t h e ' f i e d  Flag, carried by  a bemedalled 
> 

e x - s o l d i e r .  Comrade  S u l l i v a n  o f  t h e  CNUX a c t e d  a s  P a r a d e  

2 4 M a r s h a l l .  Af t e r w a r d s  a n  i n d o o r  m e e t i n g  t o o k  p l a c e .  

The  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  CNUX, l i k e  t h o s e  o f  t h e  G A U V ,  

h a d r  1 , e f t  t h e i r  n a r k  o n  ' the GWVA. The  s e n i o r  v e t e r a n s '  g r o u p  
4 

i was f a i l i n g .  A t  i t s  P r o v i n c i a l  C o n v e n t i o n  i n  J u n e  1 9 2 1  - 
-. 

o r g a n i z e r  D r i n n a n  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  a s  " t r y i n g " .  A 

s h o r t a g e  o f  f u n d s  l e d  t o  a c u t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  e x e c u t ' i v e .  

T h e  c o n v e n t i o n ,  r e a l i z i n g '  t h a t  t h e  GWVA had  l o s t  i t s  s u p r e m a c y ,  

now d e c l a r e d  i t s e l f  i n  f a v o u r  of a m a l g a m a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  

v e t e r a n s '  g r o u p i .  T h e  s o f r y  -of t h e  B.C. V e t e r a n s  Week ly  

i s  a , n o t h e r - i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  w a n i n g  f o r t u n e s .  

r I n  1 9 1 9  i t  had  a v e r a g e d  b e t w e e n  t w e n t y  a n d  t h i r t y  p a g e s  -- i n  * 
1 9 2 1  i t  s h r a n k  t 3  t w e l v e  p e r  i s s u e .  T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  news had  

/ 
~ l s o  d e t e r i o r a t e d .  R e p o r t s  o f  i n d i t i d u a l  b r a n c h  a c t i v i t i e s  

i 

6 *,. , were i r r e g u l a r  a n d  a l a r g e  o f  ' t h e  m a g a z i n e  was  d e v o t e d  . 
-. 2 5 .  t o  r e p o r t s  o f  U . K .  s o c c e r .  

Z 

T h e  CN&'s  c h a r g e s  o f  " o f  f i c e r s l  c o n t r o l n  \of  v e t e r a n s '  
-. 

g r o u p s  may 5 3 v e  i n s p i r s d  a n  a t t e m p t  by GWVA members  t o  c h a n g e  

t h e  r u l e s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  e x e c y t  i v e .  I n  J u n e  192! t , h e , ~ ~ a n c o 4 u v e r  
1 , - 

P 3 r a n c h  p a s s e d  a r ; s a l u t i o n  mak ing  g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s  

i n e l i g i b l e  f o r  e x e c u t i v e  o f  • ’ i c e ,  I t  w a s  e n t h u s i a s t d c a l l y  

s u p p o r t e d  by  C o a r h d e  L e a c h ,  who i n  1 9 1 9  had  o p p a s e d  t h e  

b r a n c h ' s  a n t i - s t r i k e -  p o s i t i o n ,  A s i m i l a r  r e s o l u t i o n  w a s  p u t  t o  

t h e  V i z t o r i a ' G W A .  N e e d l e s s  t o -  s a y ,  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  l e a d e r s  were 
/ 

u p s e t  Sy t h a  noi7e a n d  g & s e d  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  p r o v i n c i a l  e x e c u j i v e  

r h i c h  r i l l e d  that i t  w a s  S e y 2 n d  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  g r o u p ' s  a u t h o r i t y .  
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a l l .  Wages o f  30  c e n t s  p e r  h o u r  w o u l d  be p a i d  t o  t t m s e -  who 

h a d  f o i - m e r i y  b e e n ~ e m p l o y e d .  A s t r i c t  s y s  tern o f  r a t i o n i n g  

h a d  made h i s  f o r t u n e  i n  r ea l  estate. '  H e  . m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  
Y 

E c o n o m i c  c d u n C i l  s h o u l d *  n o t  b e  % a  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i q a t i o n  b u t  a  I - 
' f -  0 %e3 

**&&I b u s i n e s s  o r g a n . i z a  t ionn%h=m&yers ' a s s o c i a t i o n s  
\ 

w h i c h  we;e r e p r e s e n _ t e d  i n c l u d e d  t h e  ,B.C. Lumber  a n d  ' s h i n g l e  - 

A s s o c i a t o n ,  t h e  B.C. L o g g e r s 1  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  B.C. S a l m o n  
1' 

C a n n e r s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  Real E s t a  e E x c h a n g e ,  t h e '  h- 
B a n k e ' r s l  A s s o c i a t i b n ,  t h e  R e t a i l  M e r c h a n t s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  , -' 

% 
Chamber  o f  H i n e s ,  t h e  ~ r o p ' e r t ~  O w n e r s '  ~ ~ & . o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  

E m p l o y e r s  ' A s s o c i a t i o n  2 n d  t-he Metal T r a d e s  E m p l o y e r s '  
-. 

A s s o c i a t i o n . .  O t h e r  rnembeGs i n c l u d e d  t h e  K i w a n i s   lib, t h e  . 
4 '  9 ' 

~ o t a r i a n s  a n d  t .he ~ ~ r " o s .    he U n i v e r s i t y  o f  a r i t i s h  ~ o l b m b i a  a n d  ' 

t h e  X i n i s t e r i a l  Association were a l s o  r e p r e s e n t e d .  The  VTLC 
* 

s e n t  d e l e g a t e s ,  t h o u g h  t h e  p o l i  t ics,of t h a t  c e n t r a l  l a b o u r  b o d y  
- 'i 

L h a d  b e e n  d r a s t i c a l l y  a l t e r e d  s i n k e  1 9 1 9 .  A f t e r  t h e -  G e n e r a l  

S t r i k e  s t r i k e ,  i t s  c h a r t e r  h a d  b e e n  l i f t e d ,  a n d  i t s  r a d i c a l  

l e a d e r s h i p  had  b e e n  r e p l a c e d  by  c o n s e r v a € i v e u n i o n i s t s ,  l o y a l  

t o  t h e  AFL.  The  T y p o g r a p h e r s  ' w e r e  t h e  o n l y  . i n d i v i d u a l  u n i a n  t b  
4 

2 8  
/ 

z e n d  a  d e l e g a t e  t o  t h e  Economic  c o u n c i l .  

T h e  p l a n  t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  e m e r g e d  w a s  a  b u s i n e s s  i n s p i r e d  

v e r s i o n  of e c o n o m i c  c o - o p e r a t i o n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p a c i f y  t h e  
\ .. 

j o b l e s s  i t  a s k e d  f o r  .$30QI00.0 f r o m  t h e  " t h r e e  l e v e l s  o f  
--l 

g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e  a m o u n t  had  b e e n  s p e n t  o n  r e l i e f  i n  t h e  p r e v i o - u s  

y e a r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  i t  r e q u e s t e d  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  f r o m  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  
* .  

5 

G o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i c h  was t o  b e  u s e d  f o r  work  o h  t h e  - u n i v e r s i , t y  and. 

r o a d s .  I n  i e t u r n  t h e  Economic  ~ o k c i l  w o u l d  s u p p l y  j o b s  f o r  



would  be e n f o r c e d  s o  t h a t  t h e  men c o u l d  be f e d  ' f o r  8 0  c e n t s  p e r  

d a y .  1n o r d e r  t o  f a r c e  t h e  j o b l e s s  t o  s u b m i t  t o  t h e  p l a n ,  s o u p  \L 

29 t 
k i t c h e n s  w e r e  t o  b e  c l o s e d  a n d  d o l e s  d i s c o n t i n u e d .  

S o t  s u r p r R s i n g l y  t h e  p l a n  met w i t h  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  , 

i , .  

' s k e 2 t i c i s m  a n d  h ~ s t i l i t y ,  I t  w e n t  t o o  f a  f o r .  some of t h o s e  who /J) 
had t a k e n  p a r t  i n  i t .  N e i t h e r  t h e  GWVA n o r  t h e  VTLC . 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a g p r o v e d  t h e  3 0  c e n t  r a t e  of p a y ,  b u t  t h e y  

r a t i o n a l i z e d  t h e i r  3 c q u i e s e n c e  t o  t h e  b u s i n e s s  n a  j o r i t y ,  s a y i n g  

t h a t  t h e y  had  t o  c o m p r o m i s e  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  3 g e n e r a l  p l a n  
I 

a g r e e d  o n .  E d i t ~ r  P a i g e  o f  t h e  8.C. V e t e r a n s  Weekly  was - 31es3 u n h a p p y .  He f e l t  that " i f  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  e m p l o y e r  o n  t h e  
. ' 

Ee3nomic  C o u n c i l ,  w i t h  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  men a s s i s t i n g ,  were t o  s e t  
I ,  

t h e  w h e ' e l s  o f  t h e i r  own m a c h i n e r y  , many men now 

u n e m p l o y e d  w o u l d  b e  g i v e n  work , f l  ng He c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  b _ 
z o e r z i v e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p l a n :  ".  . . a t  p r e s e n 4  c o n s c r i p t i o n  o f  

/ - 

l a b o u r  i s  n o t  r e q u i r s d .  I f  c o n s c r i p t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i t '  i s  
--\ 

c o n s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z i n g ,  m a n a g i n g  a n d  f l n a n c i a l  l y  

' It30 z ~ n t r o l l i n g  c l a s s e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  a i m e d  a t .  

I n  r e s p o n s e  t a  t h e  ,E,-anomie C o u n c i l  a  s p c i a l  unemploymen t  

= 2 n f a r e n c e ,  o r g a n i z e d  by t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w a s  h e l d  i n  
- 

- I 

'L 'aneouver  i n  August.. 1 3 2  1. + e v e r a l  v e t e r a n s f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s e n t  . 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  A d e l e g a t e  f r o m  t h e  N e w  W e s t r n i q s t e r  G W V ~  s a i d  

t n s t  ;?s f i v o u r e d  p u b l i e  w o r k s .  Comrade T a y l o r  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  

- 1 n l z l p a f i t i e s  c l e a r  v a c a n t  l o t s  a n d  t h a t  t h e  p r o v i n c e  b u i l d  

s l ~ g g e s t e d  i n s t e a d  a ninimum wage l a w :  

Xct a minimum wage l a w  w h e r e b y  a  g i r l  o f  s i x k e e n  
will oe p a i d  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  b u y  f a c e  p o w d e r ,  b u t  a  , 



Ll 
c
.c
V
-4

 
a
v
o
 

P
 

4
U

a
 
a
 



o r  woman i s  n a t  g i v e n  t h e  w h e r e w i t h a l  t o  b u y  f o r  t h e  
. r e s u f t s o f  t h e i r  l a b o u r  i n p r o d u c t i o n .  We c a n ' t  d o  

J t h a t ,  n e v e r  h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  d o  i t . . ' , t h e  e m p l o y e r s  
o f  l a b 6 u r  t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  t h e  men who c o u l d  d o  m o r e  t o  
r e l i e v e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a n  h n y o n e  e l s e . ,  

Webb d i d  n o t  s e e  v a t t e r s  i m p r o v i n g  u n d e r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  e c o n o m i c  

s y s t e m ,  a n d  e x p r e s s e d  l i t t l e  f a i t h  i n  t h e  work o f  t h e  Economic  

C o u n c i l .  3 n e  s c h e m e  he t h o u g h t  m i g h t  h e l p  x a s  g o v e r n m e n t  
d 

unemploymen t  ' i n s u r a n c e  f o r  e x - s e r v i c e m e n  .' iig h a 2  a c t i v e l y  
Y - ,  

l o b b i e d  t h e  P e d e 5 P  G ~ v e r n m e n t  f o r  t h i s ,  b u t  h a d  S e e n  t o l d  t h a t  wf 

"L, 
t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  n o  d i  f f e r e n c , e  b e t w e e n  t h e  v e t e r a n  a n d  t h e  

n o n - v e t e r a n .  Webb p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  h y p o c r i s y  o f  t h i s  p o s i t i o n :  C 

Y D U  k n ~ w  w h a t  t h e y  - c a l l e d  t h e  man who w e n t  
o v e r s e a s ,  h e  w'as a h e r o ;  a n d  y o u  knpw w h a t  t h e y  
c a l l e d  t h e  men t h a t  s t a y e d  a t  home. They  [ t h e  
F e d e r a l  +Gc ive rnmen t ]  made t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ,  b u t  now , 

b e c a ~ s e  i t  s u i t s  t h e m ,  t h e y  w a n t  u s  t o  q u i t  mak ing  
,' t h e  d i f f e r e n c e .  

Webb s t a t e d  t h a t  c o n f e r e n c e s  c o u l d  n o t  s o l v e  t h p - q n e m p l o y m e n t  ,- 

i i t u q t i o n  e n d i n g  h i s  s p e c H w i t h  a w a r q n g :  " t h e r e  i s  n o  man > 

t h a t  i s  g o i n g  t o  s t a n d  f o r  b e i n g  s t a r v e d " .  B u t  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  
R 4 

2 f  1 3 2 1 - 2 2  t h e  p r i c e  of n o t  s t a r v i n g  yas- to  b e  h u m i l i a t i o n  a t  

3 3 t h e  h a n d s  of  ti-& c i t y ' s  ' a u t h o r i t ' i e s .  

Mayar G a l e ,  a  n i n ~ r  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  L i b e r a l  
t 

n i e r a r z h y ,  a p p 4 a r e d  s y h 2 a t h e t i e  t o  t h e  i d e a s  a f  t h e  Econorn'ic 

C o u n c i l ,  p o s s i 2 l y  S e r a u s e  i t  c o u l d  sa-ve him a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  

t r ~ u b l e .  T h e  p r n v i ; , ~ ; n  of r e l i q f  was  a n  a r e a  w h e r e  h i s  a c t i o n s  

z = i i l d .  ? l e a s e  n e i t h e r  t a x p a y e r s  n q r -  u n e m p l o y e d .  B u t  t h e  

~ 3 2 3 s  9f t h e  Ecanox l :  C o u n c i l  f z ~ u n d  n o  f a v ~ u r  among more  
1 

s n u e r f 2 l  L i b e r a l a .  T5e  p r o v i n c i a - l  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  n o t  a b o u t  t o  
J 

P 

s o r r e n d e r  i t s  j u r i s 5 i c t i o n  o v e r . p u b l i c  works, a n d  t h e  Economic  

Z z z n c i l  ? u i z k l y  f a 5 e 3  f r o m  p u b l i c  v i e w  a s  ? t h e r  - s p r e p a r a t i o n s  
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i n c l u d i n g  P e r c y  B e n g o u g h ,  - f o r m e r  l a b o u r  d e l e g a t e  o n  -- t h e  
i 

3 '  Economic  C o u n c i l ,  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  f - a v o u r a b l y  o n  t h e  camp,  

Bengough w o u l d  h a v e  had  l i t t l e  s y m p a t h y  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  

s u c h  C N U X  l e a d e r s  a s  S e c r e t a r y  B i l ;  Fa rnham.  
3 9 

P 

T h e  V a n c o u v e r  B r a n c h  o f  t h e  CWVA h a d  l i t t l e  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  
- .- 

t h e  H a o t i n g s  P a r k  v e t e r a n s .  I t s  Gisi t i n g  c o m m i t t e e  r e p b r t e d :  

" t h e r e  i s  n o  r e t u r n e d  s o " h i e r l s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h e r e  t h a t  t h i s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a n  v a s o n a b l y  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e n d e r  f i n a n c i a l  a i d  

t o " .  I t  f o u n d  t h e  camp t o  b e  c l e a n  a n d  " s u p e r i o r n  t o  many 

m i l i t a r y  camps .  T h e  c n l y  f a u l t  f o u n d  w a s  t h a t  t h e  men o n l y  had  
< 

5 0  c e n t s  a week l e f t  a f t e r  p a y i n g  b o a r d  a n d  l o d g i n g ,  a n d  t o o  

much " i d l e  t i m e n  t 6  s p e n d  i t  i n .  The  GWVA c o m m i t t e e  - 
recommended t h a t  i n m a t e s  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  m o r e  work .  2 3 t r i c i a  

'I . 

Roy,  t h e  o n e  h i s k ~ c i a n  who h a s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  H a s t i n g s  P r ~ r k  t 

n ,amp, i n t e r p r e t s  i t s  c o n d i  t i o n s  r e l a t i v e l y  f a v o u r a b l y ,  b u t  i 

m i s s e s  t h e  r e a l  2 3 i n t  o f  t h e  i s s u e .  W h a t e v e r  t h e  m a t e r i a l  

z o n d i  t i o n s  o f  t h e  can; n a y  h 3 v e  b e e n ,  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

e o n d i  t i o n s  -- t h e  h a r s h  d i s c i p l i n e ,  t h e  r e s t r i c t  i o n s  o n  

~ e r s a n a l  f r e e d o m ,  a 3 d  t h e  s 3 c i a l l y  u s e l e s s  xork  --  i n e v i t a b l y  

l e d  t~ f u r t h e r  z o n f r a n t a t i o n .  4 0 

O n  J a n u a r y  23 th ,  1 9 2 2 ,  two h u n d r e d  a n d  t h i r t y - t w o  men l e f t ,  

t h e  c a n p  a n d  c a r r i e d  t h e i r  b a g g a g e  t o  CNUX h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  

J ~ g g e r s '  a a l l ,  t~ p r a t e s t  t h e  e j e c t i o n  o f  3 n e  o f  t . h e i r  msmbers .  

wh3 h a d  made sn a u t h - z r i z e d  s p s e c h .  The  p r o t e s t e r s  s o l i c i t e d  
\ 

G r 3 c e r i e s  f r ~ r ,  1;zs l  T e r z h a n t s .  S i x  w e r e  p i c k e d  u p  b; t h e  

? ~ l i z e  a n d  c h a r g e d  with v a g r a n c y .  The n e x t  d a y  a  C i t y  C o u n c i l  
- - 

T e e t i n q  e n d e d  I n  s t i l e r n a t e -  a s  ! l a y ~ r  T i s d a l l  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  
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t 

t h a t :  " O u r  [ t h e  G W A ' s ]  m i s s i o n  t o d a y  i s  t o  a c t  a s  m e d i a t o r  i n  
1 

t h e  a d  j u s t r n e n t  of t h e  u n e ~ p l o y m e n t  p r o b l e m .  " L a t e r ,  h e  a s s u r e d  
> , . 

-- , . 
a n e e t i n q p o f  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  GWVA t h a t  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  f a r  f r o m  

e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  " c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  A w a s  s e e k i n g  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  a  n a t i o n a l  c o n s c i o u s h e s s  t h a t  w o u l d  be " t r u e  t c ~  t h e  
, 

b e s t  t r a d i t i o n s  of t h e  B r i t i s h    ace and t h e  i d e a l s  f o r  w h i c h  
\ 

t h e y  hgd a l l  f o u g h t  o v e r s e a s " .  A t  t h e  same time t h e  

A s s o c i a t i o n  w 3 s " d i s t r i b u t i n g  c h a r i t y ;  i n  1 9 2 1  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  

B r a n c h  s e r v e d  5 , 0 0 0  f r z e  m e a l s ,  w h i c h  w a s  p a r t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r w i t s  l o s s  o f  $ 2 , 5  7 . 1 2  d u r i n g  t h a t  y e a r .  L 
4 5 4 

b t e r  t h e i r  t u r n o u t  a t  t h e  F e b r u a r y  m a s s  m e e t i n g  t h e  . 
CSUX's  o r g a n i z i n g  aef i v i t i e s  f e l l  o f f  d r a m a  t i c a l l y  a s  t h e  

R a s t i n g s  P a ; i , C a m ?  c l o s e d  ~ t s  d o o r s .  T h e  p r o u p  t ~ o k  p a r t  i n  

t h e  :lay Day p a r a d e  an? t h e n  d r o p p e d  o u t  2 f  s l g h t .  It d i d  n o t  
L2 A , . 
; r $ a p p . a r  i n  t h t  u l n E c r  o f  1 9 2 2 - 2 d T h e r e d * e r e  st111 a  g r e a t  

m n y  ~ l n e m p l o y e d  b u t  t h e  sxnmer o f  1 9 2 2  n a d  s e e n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

, \ 
of, s e v e r a l  m j ~ r  p u b l i z  w o r k s ,  By t h e  end o f  t h e  y e a r  t h e g  

, 

? r o v  i n c i a l  3 e p a r c ~ e q t  2 f  i a 9 o o r  r e p o r t e d  that t h e  " c l o u ~ o f  
,, 

5 e p r e s s i ~ n  was l i f t i n g " .  4s t h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  c r ' i s i s  e a s e d  

v s t a r a n s  see? t 3  ha7,7e b e e n  a b s o r b e d  i n t o  .+ t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
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' CONCLUSION. 

A f t e r  t h e  G r e a t  War t h e r e  was o p p o r t u n i t y  t a  form a , 

s t r o n g ,  u n i t e d  v e t e r a n s '  movement t h a t  would  p r e s s  ficr k o c i a l  
, - 

c h a n g e  i'n o r d e r  t o  make ~ a n a d a  a  'home f i t  f o r  h e r o e s n .  Bu t  

t h e r e  was n o k g n e r a l  a g r e e m e n t  a b o u t  t h e  means t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  

u s e d  t o  e f f e c t  t h i s  e n d .  Less t h a n  • ’ o u t  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  i d e a l  - 
of  s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  was a l m o s t  f o r g o t t e n ,  a s  f r a g m e n t e d  v e  

* 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s t r u g g l e d  t o  s u r v i v e .  I n  t h e  m i d s t  ' o f  t h i s  
' 

s t r u g g l e  unemployed e x - s e r v i c e m e n  were a b a n d o n e d  t o  r a d i c a l  
/ 

~ r g a n i ~ t i o n s .  
/' 

.., 
,, ' The d i f f e r i n g  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  v i e w s  o f  r e t u r n e d  > 

//-- 
/'= 

s o l d i e r s  were e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  o p p o s i n g  i d e o l o g i - e s  o f  Vancouver  
/ 

.+-I 

\ 
v e t e r a n s '  g r o u p s  b e f o r e  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t r i k e  o f  1 9 1 9 .  The l a r g e s t  

\ g r o u p  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  G r e a t  War V e t e r a n s '  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  was 
/ 

/ c o n t r o l l e d  by a n  e x e c u t i v e  who o p p o s e d  t h e  c i t y ' s  T r a d e s - a n d  
1 

L a b o u r  C o u n c i l ,  l ' a b e l l i n g  i t  b o l s h e v i k .    at her t h h ?  l i s t e n i n g  
k 

t o  t h e  v i e w s  of d i s s i d e n t  members t h e  G W V F e x e c u t i v e ,  
0 -? 

d o m i n a t e d  by govesnment  b u r e a u c r a t s ,  employed  a l l  i t s  s t r e n g t h  

t o  q u a s h  p r o p o s a l s  w i t h  which  i t  d i s a g ~ e e d .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  

t o o k  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  d u r i n g  t h e  s t r i k e ,  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  head  o f  
\ 

t h e  R e t u r n e d  C i t i z e n s '  Law a n d  O r d e r  L e a g u e ,  a n d  p a s s i n g  a  

w i d e l y  p u b l i c i s e d  a n t l - s t r i k e  r e s o l u t i o n .  A t  t h a t  t i n e  t h e  GWVA 

had  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n f l d e n c e  among t h e  d i t y * s  y e t e r a n s  -- i t s  
U 

i n e f f e c t i v e  l o b b y i n g c t & t i c s  had  n o t  y e t  b e e n  d i s c r e d i t e d .  
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A l c h o u g h  i t  was t h e  l a r g e s t  o r g a n i z e d  g r o u p ,  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  GWVA<- 
- . - 

d i d  n o t  s p e a k  f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  c i t y ' s  v e t e r a n s .  The  

F' s t r i k e r s '  dema-nds,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  a  b o n y s  a n d  i m p r o v e d  p e n s i o n s  

fsr e x - s e r v i c e m e n ,  h a d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a p p e a l .  Many e x - s e r v i c e m e n  

were s t r i k e r s ;  many b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  p r o - l a b o u r  C a m p a i g n e r s  o r  

t h e  Comrades .  The  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  r a d i c a l  E x - S o l d i e r s '  a n d '  

Sa l l o r s '  L a b o u r  C o u n c i l  w e r e  p a c k e d .  ~ c o n o r n i c  c o n d i  t i b n s  a l s o  

had  t h e i r  e f f e c t  on m i l i t a n c y .  A* t h e  time o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  
G 

S t r i k e  B r i t i s h - C o l u m b i a  w a s  - s t i l l  f e e l i n g  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  war  

c o n t r a c t s  a n d  t h e r e  w a s  a  s t e a d y  demarid f o r  i t s  s t a p l e  - 

commpdi t i e s .  V e t e r a n s '  p o s t - w a r  d i s c h a r g e  p a y  m e a n t  t h a t  m o s t  
L 

w e r e  n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  j o b  m a r k e t .  T h ~ u g h  

, e x - s e r v i c e m e n  w e r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  . j o i n  t h e  " l a w - @ n d - b r d e r "  
, . 

R e t u r n e d  C i t i z e n s  L e a g u e ,  V a n c o u v e r  d i d  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  k i n d  

of' m i l i t s a n t  d i s p l * ~  o f  v e t e r a n s '  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  s t r i k e  t h a t  

cook p l a c e  i n  k ' innipeq. The  c i t y ' s  v e t e r a n s  t h u s  f a i l e d  t o  

{take a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a l l y  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  
'. 

s t r i k e r s ,  whose  demands  r e c a g n i z e d  t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e s ,  a t  a  time 

when t h e i r  s u p p o r t  z o u l d  h a v e  h e l p e d  i m p r o v e  t h e  l o t  o f  a l l  

- - w o r k e r s .  

A f  t e r  t h e  s t r i k e ,  d i v i s i c n s  b e t w e e n  v e . t e r a n s  d e e p e n e d .  

T h o u q h  t h e  GWVA r e m a i n e d  t h e  l a r g e s t  g r o u p  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  i t s  

f a i l u r e  t o  e n d ~ r s e -  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  b o n u s  s c h e m e  lo s ' t  i t  many 
I 

n e ~ b e r s .  I n  t h e  w l n t e r  o f  1919-1920  i t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  

ZnTh l o b b y i n g  f o r  b e t t e r  r e - e s t a b l i s h m e n t  terms w o u l d  h a v e  n o  
, . 

s f f e c t  on  t h e  F e d e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t .  I n  1 9 2 0  t h e  , a s s o c i a t i o n  w a s  
I 

c h a l l i n g e d  by the q r w t h  of t h e  G r a n d  Army ci 8 n i t e d  V e t e r a n s ,  
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< 

7 a  breakaway .group of d i s s a t i s f i e d  v e t e r a n s .  The G A U V  had 
r 

Tsgveral a t t r a c t i o n s .  I t  endorsed  a  c a s h  g r a t u i t y ,  something 

t h e  G h T A  r e f  used .ts do. I t  pu t  forward a  r e f o r m i s t  P r o v i n c i a l  

p o l i t i c a l  platform, des igned  t o  appea l  t o  a  broad range of 

i n t e r e s t  groups .  The G A U V  a l s o  t r i e d  t o  make a l l i a n c e s  

w i t h  farmer  and l a b o u r  groups .  But i t  'arriv,ed t o o  l a t e  i n  t h e  

day .  I t s  programm2 ga ined  l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0  B 

P r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n ;  two y e a r s  had passed  s i n c e  t h e  s i g n i n g  of 

t h e  a r m i s t i c e  and t h e  momentum of t h e  v e t e r a n s '  movement- had 

a l r a a d y  been l ~ s t  -- ca'nadians were keen , t o  r e t u r n  t o  b u s i n e s s  

a s  u s u a l .  

The P r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t  ion took p l a c e  be•’   re Vancouver cou ld  

f e e l  t h e  •’311 e f f e c t s  of . the  p o s t  war d e p r e s s i o n ,  In t h e  two 

y e d r s  t h a t  f o l l o w e 3 ,  t h e  absence  of a u n i t e d  v e t e r a n s '  g roup  
b 

-" 
ed a l l  t h r e e  l e v e l s  of government t o  deny r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

, •’.or , j ob less  ex-serv icemen,  who only  on r a r e  o c c a s i o n s  were 
i 

4 d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from t h e  r e s t  of t h e  unemployed. The two s e n i o r  
/ 

l e v e l s  of government d i d  c o n t r i b u t e  g rudg ing ly  t o  r e l i e f  

?ayments ,  b u t  i t  g a s  t h e  m l ~ n i c i p a l l t i e s  t h a t  b s r e  t h  majgr \ 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  Yany 3 f  t h + i r  a c t i o n s  were d i c t a t e d  b$ a need? c - 

;5 2 a z l f y  t h e  unein~loyed - \ reteran.  To t h a t  end Vancouver d i d  

5 1 s t l n g u i s h  b e t ~ e e n  v e t e r a n  an3 c i v i l i a n  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 

1 3 2 0 - 1 3 2 1 .  Ths aGreenent  %hereby t h e  Re tu rned  S o l d i e r s '  Club 

c a r s 5  f 3 r  j o b l e s s  ex-serv icer ien  had t h e  advantage  of economy 

2nd a l s o  of r s ~ l a t r ? g  a g m k e 3 t i a l l y  t roublescme g r s u p .  
. 

The arranGsmsnt  seems t= have been a  rn33e,rate s u c c e s s .  3 

c I 

3 9 s p i t e  r e s i d e c k a  af t h e  c l u s  j o i n i n g  i n  t h e  hanger and 
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f 

1 

and  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t.=, a d d r e s s  t h e  May Day Pa rade .  The  g r o u p  

s e e T s  t o  h a v e  g a i n s d  a g e n e r a l  a c c e p t a n c e  i n  t h e  c i t y  and 

c o c t i n u e d  i t s  p r e s e n c e  u n t i l  i t  a m a l g a m a t e d  w i t h  o t h e r s  t o  ' 

f o r m  t & - C a ~ a d i a n  Le- j , sn  i n  1 9 2 5 .  
1 

> ,  

Though i t  ?,ad l ~ s t  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  i t s  power a n d  i n f l u e n c e  

5 ~ - t : ? e  e n d  sf 1 9 2 1 ,  t h e  'GAT.: x a s  s t i l l  t h e  l 3 r g e s t , v e t e r ' a n s t  

3 r g a n i z 3 t i o n  r?i f a n s d a .  Thz G A U V ' s  p rogramme had  a t t r a c t e d  a  

1 3 ~ 7 2  number  ;f d l  s e n c h a n t e d  e x - s e r v i c e m e n  d h l l e  t h e  Ariny a n d  

x- L.13vy V e t e r a n s  - 3 c t l ~ i l e d  2n c2u;se w i t h  a s m a l l e r ,  b u t  s t e a d y  

r ,. r r r  , , c r t i o n  of ~ s i e r a z s .  I n  Souember  1 9 2 1  t h e  n a t i o n a l  - 
~ e ~ b e r s h i p  ?f  :ye l 2 r ; e s t  ; l e t e r a n s 1  g r o u p s  - 43s :  GWVA, 50 ;000 ;  

m ,  ... , 
=s;L, 20,000; A:''- .;G?i, 1 2 , 5 2 0 .  A m a l g a m a t i o n  b came t h e  theme of 

+- '  i e' 
= s ~ n ~ l e a s  a e l i r ? g s  3 3  v e  t e r a - s '  g r o u p s  r e 3 l l z e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l ?  

- 3 n y  o t h e r  g l a z e s ,  i i s c u s s i 2 r . s  * e r e  h a m 9 e r e 3  b y  groups' 



I 

A 1 3 2  ' - 
s y n b 3 l l z e d  the v:=tory of t h e  f o r c e s  o f  p a c i f i c a t i o n .  W h i l e  

> 

N n a r r o w l y  d e f i q i q g   he L e g i o n  a s  a s e r v i c e  c l u b ,  i t  c o n t a i n e d  

z l a ~ s e  t h a t  d e n i e d  r a d i c a l s  e n t r y :  "No a v o w e d  

3r o t h e r  p e r s o n  who a d v ~ c a t e s  t h e  

d e s t r i c t  i o n  cf s r y a n i z e d  g o v e r n m e n t  s h a l l  be p e r m i t t e d  t o  

3 b e z g r ~ e  3r r a n a i n  3 r n e n b e r " .  

A s  t h i s  sr_.:jy i s  l i ~ l i t e d  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  i r a n c o u v e r ,  many 

2 u e s t l o n s  r z r a - n  l l n a ? s d e r z d ,  F o r  e x a m p l e :  '3 w h a t  e x t e n t  d i d  r 

t n e  p r e s e n c e  ;f 3 1 t e r n a t e  3 r g a n 1 z a  t i o n s ,  t h a t  31 s c o n t e n t e d  

XW -nenGera  c s l i l i  ;sl?, a 1  1 , ~ ~  t h e  G W V A f  s V a n c o u v e r  e x e c u t i v e  

t 3  a s s e r t  ~ t s  csz~rs; D v e r  t n e  b r a n c h ?  A c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  
/ 

v e t a r a n s '  g r 2 3 2 s  12 s ~ k e r  z i t i e s  m i g h t  p r o v e  u s e f u l .  I n  

- - i ' l z t o r i a  a n d  '?;e.d h e ; ; ~ i i n s  t e r  ye t e r a n s  a n d  l a b o u r  a ? p e a r  t o  h a v e  

e 3 - c p 2 r a t e d .  , . , l , -g  -a i s  a n  o b v i o u s  c i t y  t g  s t u d y ,  ' a s  m i l i t a n t  

r a n k  a k i l e  v e t 2 r a F . s  w e r e  a b l e  t o  t a k e  3 v e r  i t s  G W A  a t  a  

3 r f t i ~ 3 1  c f ~ e .  It -lif;;'ld 313s be i n t e r e s t i n 2  t 3  e x p l o r e  t h e  

r l - e ~ e r ~ e n e e  sf rs3::3: v e t e r a n s f  q r o u p s  1-1 t h e  1 3 3 0 s .  ,What  

x e r s  t h e  c s n n e c t ; s - , s ,  i f  s n y ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  CNZX a n d  t h e  

.. . . 
i y . <  in.;-" , l a s s  ? x - S s r - . - i = e ~ , e - s '  L e a g u e  a n d  ~ t h e r  l e f  t - w i n g  

> .  , sr3aniz3tic;<s, iin;z-, e - , e r ; e d  in V a n c o u v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t e r  a n d  

I? t 2 e  e a r l y  1 3 2 "  :=ne f a i l u r e  3 f  t h e  v e t e r a n s r  m o v e m e n t  

I - 1 - 0 1 ~ 3 1 1 t y  A " Y ,  333 i . ? 3 - ; : 3 y ~ e , ? t  l e s s \  ~ b v i o u s .  ?rime Y i n i s t e r  K i n g ,  



C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i n  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  of t h e  1 9 3 0 ~ ~  C a n a d i a n s ,  a 
_f 2 

/ - A  

l a r g e  number  3f %hem v e t e r a n s ,  s u f f e r e d  u n n e c e s s a r y  h a r d s h i p  , 

d u e  t~ 3 l a c k  of unemployr ren t  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  < o t h e r  s o c i a l  

p r o g r a m m e s .  I n  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h e r e  was a  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  

r a d i c a l - l a b o u r  t r a c l i  t i o n ,  b u t  i t  t o o k  a n o t h e r  war  t o  p r o m p t  t h e  

1 9  4 0  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment  a l l o w i n g  a F e d e r a l  unemploymen t  

sche'me t o  be put i n  p l a ' c e .  I r o n i c a l l y  e n o u g h ,  i t  w a s  a ' f e a r  o f  

p r o b l e n s  i n  r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  v e t e r a n s  of  t h e  S e c o n d  W o r l d  

. - 
~ + a r  t h a t  made t h i s  p rggramme'  a p p s a l i n g  t o  P r i m e  = M i n i s t e r  King .  

I 
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1 9 2 4 ,  p .  8 ,  11 A p r i l  1 9 2 5 ,  p .  8 ,  and 1 4  , N o v e n b e r  1 9 2 5 ,  p .  9, 

3 .  C l i f f o r d  R .  & w e r i n g ,  S e r v i c e :  The  S t o r y  of the C a n a d i a n  
L e g i o n  ( O t t a w a ,  1 9 6 0 )  p .  30.  



1 3 5  

B I B L  IOGRAPHY 

1. ! l a n u s c r i p t  S o u r c e s  

P u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  o f  Canada  

% +  R o y a l  C a n a d r a n  HountzA o l i c e ,  R G  1 8 ,  1 9 1 8 - 1 9 2 0  

D e s a r t a e n t  9 f  W l i t i a ,  R G  2 4 ,  1918-1922 . 

D e p a r t n e z z  3f L a b 3 u r r  RG 2 7 ,  1918-1922  

R o b e r t  Z q r d e n  ? a ? e r s ,  1 3 1 8 - 1 9 2 0  , 

A r t h u r  Y2i;ken ? 3 9 e r s ,  1 9 2 0 - 1 9 2 1  

2 u b l i c  A r c h i v e s  cf B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  
b 

8 1 / 

E r i t i s h  Csigacia R e t u r n e d  S o l d i e r s '  Aid  Commiss ion ,  
Y i n u t e s ,  1 9 1 3 - 1 3 2 2  

Br i t  i s i i  Cc l l~ . - , b i  2 2 e t u r n e d  S o l d i e r s '  Aid Commi . s s s ion ,  
C o r r s s p s n d e - n c e ,  1 3 1 8 - i 3 2  3 

L e g i s l a t i v e  Xssez tbfy  2 f  Z r  i tish C o l u m b i a ,  S e s s i c i n a l  
t l i p p i n 2 s  323ks,  1 9 1 8 - 1 3 2 1  

C , i t y  A r c h i v e s  of V a n c o u v e r  .- 
V a n c o u v e r  City C s u n c i l ,  M i n u t e s ,  1 9 1 3 - 1 9 2 2  

C i t y  C l e r k '  3 C s r r s s p n d e n c e ,  1913-1922  

3 e p a r t m e n t  of  L a b o u r  L i b r a r y ,  Hull, Q u e .  

T r a n g c r  i;t sf t h e  R o y a l  Cornmi s s i o n  o n  I n d u s t r i a l  
? e l a t i o n s ,  1 3 1 3 ,  V31. 1 



U n i v e r s i t . ~  o t  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  L i b r a r y ,  S p e c i a l  
C o l l e c t i o n s  

P r i n c e  R u p e  r t  F r a d e s  a n d  L a b o u r  C o u n c i l  P a p e r s  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  M a c h i n i s t s ,  L o c a l  6 9 5 ,  
M i n u t e  B o o k ,  1 9 1 9 - 1 9 2 3  

Unbound  N e u s 2 a p e r s :  G t r i k e  B u l l e t i n  ( V a n c o u v e r  1 9 1 9 )  ; 
C i t i z e n s '  B u l l e t i n  ( V a n c o u v e r  1 9 1 9 ) ;  R e t u r n e d  
C i t i z e n s '  ~ u l l e t i n  ( V a n c o u v e r  1 9 1 9 )  

Army Navy a29 A i r  F ~ r c e  V e t e r a n s ,  V a n c o u v e r  H e a d q u a r t e r s  
\ 

Army and Sa* .~y  V e t e r a n s  F i r s t  C o n v e n t i o n ,  
P r o c e e d i n g s ,  W i n n i p e g ,  1 9 1 8  

P r 3 v i n c i a l  3 x e c u t i v e ,  M i n u t e  B o o k ,  1 9 1 9 - 1 9 2 9  
. - f 

N e w  w e s t m i n s t e r  R e g i m e n t a q l  A r c h i v e s  

2 .  ? u b l i s h e d  Sources  

G c v e r n m e n t  D o c u ~ e n t s  

C a n a g a ,  3 o ~ s e  3 f ,  Comrn2ns D e b a t e s ,  1 3 1 3 - 1 9 2 2  

C a n a d a ,  Sessisnal P a p e r s ,  1 9 1 9 - 1 9 2 2  

2 r i : i a ~  C s l c ~ b i a ,  S e s s i ~ n a l  P a p e r s ,  3,914-1922 



D i r e c t o r i e s  a n d  Y e a r  Books  

C a n a d i a n  P a r l i a m e n t a r y  G u i d e  f o r  1 9 2 0  
1 9 2 1 )  

~ r i ~ l e ? ' ~  B.C.  ~ i r e c t o r i e s  ( v a n c ' o u v e r ,  1 9 1 9 - 1 9 2 3 )  !. 

C a n a d i a n  A n n u a l  Review o f  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  ( T o r o n t o , ;  
1 9 1 6 - 1 9 2 2 )  

4 .  N e w s p a p e r s  

D a i l y  P r s s s .  

3 a i l y  Wor ld  { V a n c o u v e r )  1318-1922  : 
I 

/ 
P r o v i n c e  ( V a n c o u v e r )  13 18-1922  1 

V a n c o u v e r .  Sun 1 9 1 8 - 1 3 2 2  

3 r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  (Ne* ~ e s t h i n s t e r j  
1313-1922  

3 . C .  F 2 d e r a t i o n i s . t  ( V a n c o u v e r )  
13 i .3 -1322  

B .  Z .  V e t e r a n s  Week ly  ( V a n c m v e r j .  
1 3 1 8 - 1 3 2 1  

The 3ne S i g  Union  E u l l e t i n  
i%izni?sgf 1 3 2 1 - 1 9 2 2  

.-,- &?e V e t e r a n  ( 3 t t a w a :  1 3 2 3 - 1 3 2 5  



B S e c o n d a r y  

1. P u b l i s h e d  

Angus ,  I a n .  C a n a d i a n  B o l s h e v i k s :  The  E a k l y  Yeafs o f  t h e  
Communis t  P a r t y  o f  C a n a d a .  M o n t r e a l :  V a n g u a r d ,  1 9 8 1 .  

Avakumovik ,  I v a n .  The  Communis t  P a r t y  i n  C a n a d a ,  A H i s t o r y .  
  or onto: L W C l e l l a n d  a n d  S t e w a r t ,  1975 .  

, 

B a r t l e t t ,  E l e a n o r .  " R e a l  Wages a n d  t h e  S t a n d a r d  o f  L i v i n a  i n  5 

V a n c o u v e r ,  1901-2-9.* B T C .  S t u d i e s  5 1  ( F a l l  1 9 8 1 )  : 
3-62.  - 

S e n n e t t ,  W i l l i a m .  ~ u i l d e r s  o f  B r i t i s h  coYumbia .  V a n c o u v e r :  
- Broadway P r i n t e r s ,  1 9 3 7 .  

B e r c u s o n  D a v i d .  F o o l s  a n d  Wise Men: The  Rise a n d  Fa.11 o f  t h e  
One B i g  Un ion .  T o r o n t o :  McCraw-Hi l l ,  1 9 7 8 .  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  C o n f r o n t a t i o n  a t  W i n n i p e g :  L a b o u r ,  
I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  G e n e r a l  S t r i k e .  M o n t r e a l :  
Y c G i l l - Q u e e n s ,  1 9 7 4 .  - 

5 e r n a r d ,  E l a i n e .  The  Long D i s t a n c e  F e e l i n g :  A H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  ., 
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  W o r k e r s  Un ion .  V a n c o u v e r :  N e w  S t a r ,  
1 9 8 2 .  

4 

3l iss ,  , M i c h a e l .  A C a n a d i a n  M i l l i o n a i r e :  The  L i f e  a n d  T i m e s  
o f  S i r  J o s e p h  F l a v e l l e ,  B a r t .  1858-1939 .  T o r o n t o :  \ 
H a c r n i l l a n ,  i 3 7 8 .  

3 o i l e r r n a k e r s  I n A u s t r i a 1  L o c a l  ND. 1. A H i s t o r y  o f  
S h i p b u i l d i n g  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a .  5 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  
I s s u e .  V a n c o u v e r :  C o l l e g e  P r j n t e r s ,  1 3 7 7 .  

3 s x e r i n g ,  C l i  f f 3 r d  S .  S e r v i c e  The  S t o r y  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  
L e g i o n .  3 t t a v a :  C a n a d i a n  L e g i o n ,  1 9 6 3 .  

/ 

3r3wr-1, R o b e r t  C r a i g  2 n d  Cook ,  23msay.  C a n a d a  1896-1921 :  
A K a t i o n  T r a n s f o r m e d .  T o r o n t o :  ~ c c l e l l a n d  a n d  S t e w a r t ,  
1374 .  %. 

- -aims, 9 1 e x  and Yecman, A . M .  " T h e  ~ 5 ' s t o r ~  p f  t h e  V e t e r a n s  
Y ~ v e m e n t ,  !9:5-1325." ~ a n i t o b a  V e t e r a n  S p e c i a l  I s s u e ,  
1 3 6 1 .  

"3r';enter- ?ena:cmersl Assgci a t i o n  o f  B r  ieish C o l u m b i a .  
B u i l d i n g  B r l t l a h  Co lu rgb ia :  T h e ~ S t o r y  o f  t h e  C a r p e n t e r s '  
U n i a n  a n d  t n e  T r a d e  Union  Movement S i n c e  1 8 8 1 .  
V a n z o u v e r :  CzlItge ? r i n t e r s ,  1 9 7 9 .  



C r o s s l e y ,  D i a n e ,  -:The B.C.  L i b e r a l  P a r t v  a n d  Women's 
R e f o r m s ,  l 9 l % - l 9 2 8 . "  i n  I n  ~ e r -  ~ w n , - ~ i g - h t :  Selected 
E s s a y s  o n  Women's H i s t o r y  i n  B.C. e d .  B. Latharn a n d '  C .  
Kess. V i c t o r i a :  Cimosun C o l l e g e ,  1 9 8 0 .  

E a y r e s ,  James. I n  D e f e n c e  o f  Canada:Vol 1. T o r o n t o :  
L J n i v e r s i  t y  of  T o r o n t o  Press$  19  74. 

F e r n s ,  H . S .  a n d  O s t r y ,  B.  " M a c k e n z i e  ,King a n d  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  
War." C a n a d i a n  W i s t o r i c a l , . R e v i e w  XXXVI :&2 ( J u n e  
1 9 5 5 )  : 93-112 .  

F r i e d h e i m ,  R o b e r t  i. T h e  S e a t t l e  G e n e r a l *  S t r i k e .  S e a t t l e :  
U n i v e r s i t y  of  W a s h i n g t o n  P r e s s ,  -1964 .  . 

I 

I L W U  L o c a l  . 5 0 0  P e n s i o n e r s .  Man Along  t h e  S h o r e :  The. S t o r y  
' o f  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  W a t e r f r o n t !  a s  T o l d  b y  t h e  

7 L o n g s h o r e m e n  T h e m s e l v e s  1 8 6 0 ' s - 1 9 7 5 .  V a n c o u v e r :  
C o l l e g e  P r i n t e r s ,  1 9 7 5 .  , 

Gil rnan ,  P.C. a n d  S i n c l a i r ,  H.M. Unemployment :  C a n a d a ' s  
P r o b l e m .  W i n n i p e g  : Army a n d  Navy V e t e r a n s  i n  C a n a d a ,  
1 9 3 7 .  . - 

4 

H o r r & l l ,  S.W. 'The R o y a l  Nor th -Wes t  Moun ted  P o l i c e  and  L a b o u r  
U n r e s t  i n  W e s t e r n  C a n a d a ,  1 9 1 9 . "  C a n a d i a n  H i s t o r i c a l  

' Rev iew L X I :  2 ( J u n e  19.80) : 169-90 .  

K e a l e y ,  G r e g o r y  S.  " 1 9 1 9 :  T h e  C a n a d i a n  ~ a b b u r  R e v o l t . "  F- 

~ a b o u r / ~ e  T r a v a i l  ( S p r i n g  1 9 8 4 )  -: 1-33.  

K o r o s c i l ,  P a u l  M, " S o l d i e r s '  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  
1 9 1 5 - 1 9 2 0 . "  S . C .  S t u d i e s  No. 5 4  (Summer 1 9 8 2 )  : 
63-87.  

t 

L 3 x e r ,  J a m e s  and R o b e r t .  The  L i b e r a l  I d e a  o f  C a n a d a .  
T o r o n t o :  L o r i m e r ,  1 3 7 7 .  T 

.CY, 

!{cCormack, A .  R o s s .  3 e f o r m e r s ,  R e b e l s  a n d  ~ e v o l u t i o n a r i e s :  
The g e s t e r n  C a n a d i a n  ~ a d i c a l  Movement ,  1899-1919.  
T o r o n t o :  ' i i n i v e r s i t y  of  T o r o n t o  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 .  

Y c S o n a l d ,  2 .  A .  J .  " V i c t o r i a ,  V a n c o u v e r  a n d  t h e  Economic  
D e v e l o p m e n t  3 f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a . "  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a :  
Historical R e a d i n g s .  e d .  W.P. Ward & R . A . J .  ~ c D o n a l d ' ,  
V a n c ~ u v e r :  2 3 u g l a s  a ~ d  Y c I n t y r e ,  1 9 8 1 .  

' ~ a k ~ n n r s ,  G r a c e .  J . S . ~ o o d s w b r t h :  A Man t o  Remember. 
T a r m t o :  ? 3 n i l l a n ,  1 9 5 3 .  

Y a c k z n t o s h ,  K . A .  The Economic  B a c k g r o u n d  o f  Domin ion -  
P r o v i n c i a l  R e l a t i o n s :  A p p e n d i x  I11 o f  t h e  R o y a l  
C c m n i s s i o n  pn Domin ion  p r o v i n c i a l  ~ e l a t i o n s .  C a r l e t o n  



L i b r a r y  No 1 3 .  T o r o n t o :  M c C l e l l a n d  a n d  S tewar t ,  1 9 6 4 .  
i 

McNaught ,  K e n n e t h  a n d  B e r c u s o n ,  Dav id .  The W i n n i p e g  G e n e r a l  
S t r i k e ,  1 9 1 9 .   on\ Mills: Longmans,  1 9 7 4 .  

I 
M a t t e r s ,  D i a n e  L. ' A  R k p o r t  On H e a l t h  I n s u r a n c e ,  1 9 1 9 . " .  

B.C. S t u d i e s  2 1  \ s p r i n g  1 9 7 4 P  : 28-32. 
, I 

----------------- 
I . P u k i c  W e l f a r e ,  Vancouver '  S t y l e ,  19 '10-20 . '  

J o u r n a l  o f  ~ a n a d i 8  - S t u d i e s  1 3  ( S p r i n g  1 9 7 9 )  : 3-15. 
\ 

D e m g b i l i z a t i o n  w 

1918-1919."  
( S e p t e m b e r  1 9 8 0 ) :  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Canada  a n h  War: A M i l i t a r y  a n d  P ~ l i t i c a l  
H i s t o r y .  T o r o n t o :  B u t t e r w o r t h s ,  1 9 8 1 .  

'r _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  * N o b l e s t  a n d ,  B e s t :  R e t r a i n i n g  C a n a d a ' s  War.. 

I ,  D i s a b l e d ,  1916-23."  J o u r n a l  o f  ~ a n a d i a n  S t u d i e s  1 6  : 
3 & 4  ( ~ & l / w i n t e r  1 9 8 1 )  : 75-85, 

* 
M o r t o n ,  Desrnond, w i t h  T e r r y  Copp. Work ing  P e o p l e :  An 

I l l u s t r a t e d  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  ~ a n a d i a n  L a b o u r  Mo~vement; 
R e v i s e d  E d i t i o n .  O t t a w a :  Deneau ,  1 9 8 4 .  % - 

M o r t o n ,  Desrnond, a n d  W r i g h t ,  G l e n .  " T h e  Bonus  Campa ign ,  
1919-21 :  V e t e r a n s  a n d  t h e  Campaign  f o r  R e - e s t a b l i  s h m e n t . "  
C a n a d i a n  H i s t o r i c a l  Rev iew LXIV : 2  ( J u n e  1 9 8 3 )  : 

1 
147-1  67,  . i 

- 
N a y l o r ,  R.T. " T h e  C a n a d i a n  S t a t e ,  t h e  A c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  C a p i t a l ,  

a n d  t h e  & e a t  W a r . " ( J o u r n a l  o f  C a n a d i a r &  S t u d i e ~  1 6  : 
3 & 4  ( B a l l / W i n t e r - J 9 8 1 )  : 26-55,  

/- e 

' ; o r c r o s s ,  E1 , i zaSe th .  "hl;ry E l l e n  S m i t h  : T h e  R i g h t  Woman i n  
t h e  R i g h t  P l a c e ,  a t  t h e  R i g h t  Time."  i n  Not J u s t  f o r  
P i n  Money: S e l e c t e d  E s s a y s  o n - t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  Women i n  
B.C. e d .  B a r b a r a  K.  L a t h a n  a n d  R o b e r t  3 .  P a z d r o .  
V i c t o r i a :  Camosun C o l l e g e ,  1 9 8 4 ,  pp .357-364 .  

1 4 

9rmsby, M a r g a r e t .  B r i t i s h  C g l u m b i a :  A H i s t o r y .  T o r o n t o :  
? l a c m i l l a n ,  1 9 5 8 ,  

. . 
I 

F h i l l i p s ,  P a u l .  No Power  Greater:  A C e n t u r y  o f  L a b o u r  i n  
3 - C .  V a n c o u v e r :  Wag F c u n d a t i o n ,  B.C.' F e d e r a t i o n  o f  - 
L a b o u r ,  1 9 6 7 .  I 

R o b i n ,  M a r t i n .  ' R e g i s t r a t i o n ,  C o n s c r i p t i o n ,  a n d  I n d e p e n d e n t  
L a b o u r  - P o l i t i c s ,  1916-1917 . "  C a n a d i a n  H i s t o r i c a l  
R e v i e w  X I - V I I  : 2 ( J u n e  1 3 6 6 )  : 101-118.  



------------- R a d i c a l  P o l i t i c s  a n d  C a n a d i a n  Labour :  
1880-1930.  K i n g s t o n :  I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  C e n t r e ,  1968.  

_ _ C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  The Rush f o r  s p o i l s :  The Company P r o v i n c e :  
1871-1933.  T o r o n t o :  M c C l e l l a n d  a n d  S t e w a r t ,  1972.  

Rodney,  W i l l i a m .  S o l d i e r s  o f  t h e  1 n t e r n a l : i o n a l :  A H i s t o r y  
o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y  o f  Canada ,  1919-1929.  - T o r o n t o :  . 
U n i v e r s i t y  of  T o r o n t o  P r e s s ,  1968.  

R O Y ,  P a t r i c i a .  V a n c o u v e r :  An I l l u s t r a t e d  H i s t o r y .  T o r o n t o :  
L o r i m e r ,  1980.  @ 

v .  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  "The B.C.E.R. a n d  I t s  S t r e e t  R a i l w a y  
Employees . "  B.C. S t u d t e s  1 6  ( W i n t e r  1 9 7 3 )  : 3-24.; 0 - 

__I___________ H V a n c o u v e r :  'Mecca of t h e  Unemployed' , ' 

1907-1929. '  i n  Town a n d  C i t y .  ed .  A.J.F. A r t i b i s e .  
' R e g i n a :  U n i x e r s i ' t y  of  R e g i n a ,  1 9 8 1 ,  pp.  393-4.13. 

S c h w a n t e s ,  C a r l o s ,  A .  ~ a d i c a ' l  H e r i t a g e  :, L a b o u r ,  S o c i a l i s m ,  
a n d  Reform i n  Wash, ington a n d  B r i t i s h  Columbia ;  
1885-1917..  Vancouver :  D o u g l a s  a n d  M c I n t y r e ,  1979.  

1 * .  , 

S e a g e r , .  A l l e n .  # N i n e t e e n  N i n e t e e n :  y e a r  o f  R e v o l t . "  J o u r n a l  
o f  t h e  West X X I I I  : 4 ( O c t o b e r  1 9 8 4 )  : 40-47. 

. . 

S h a r p e ,  C'.A. " ~ n l i s t r n e n t  i n  t h e  C a n a d i a n  E x p e d i t i o n a r y  F o r c e  
\914-1918: A R e g i o n a l  A n a l y s i s . "  J o u r n a l  o f  C a n a d i a n  a 

S t u d i e s  18 : 4 (Wipter 1983-84)  : 15-29.  

S t e e v e s ,  D o r o t h y .  -The C o m p a s s i o n a t e  R e b e l .  Vancouver :  Boag 
F o u n d a t i o n ,  77. 1) 

S t r u t h e r s ,  James .  No F a u l - t  o f  T h e i r  Own: Unemployment a n d  \ 

t h e  C a n a d i a n  W e l f a r e  S t a t e .  T o r o n t o :  u n i v e r s i t y  o f  
T o r o n t o  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 3 .  

Thompson, J o h n  i l e rd .  The H a r v e s t s  o f  War: The P r a i r i e  West, 
1914-1918,  T o r o n t o ,  M c C l e l l a n d  a n d  S t e w a r t ,  1978.  , 

Wejr, P a t r i c i a ,  a n d  S m i t h ,  Howie. F i g h t i n g  f o r  Labour :  F o u r  
IYecades o f  Work i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a , ,  1910-50. Soqnd - 
H e r i t a g e  V I I  : 4 1978.  * 

Woodsworth,  J.S. " ~ h . e  Post War D e p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  West.' i n  \ 

The C a n a d i a n  Worker  i n  t h e  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y .  e d  
I r v i n g  A b e l l a  and D a v i d  M i l l a r .  T o r o n t o :  O x f o r d  fi . 
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1978 .  

M u d s ,  Mike. F i r i n g  I r o n .  Vancouver :  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Union 
of  3 p e r a t n g  h g i n e e r s  L o c a l  1 1 5 ,  1982 .  



2 . ,  U n p u b l i s h e d  
E 

B e l s h a w ,  J o h n  D o u g l a s .  "The  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  Relief t o  t h e  
Unemployed  i n  V a n c o u v e r  d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t  D e p r e s s i q n "  , 
M.A.  T h e s i s ,  S imon  F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 8 2 .  

\ 

F u l k e r ,  C h r i s ,  "A V i a b l e  O p t i o n :  The  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  
S o l d i e r / F a r m e r / L a b o u r  P a r t y  f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  C ~ l u r n b i a  
P r o v i n c i a l  E l e c t i o n  o f  1 9 2 0 . "  t y p e s c r i p t ,  1 9 8 3 ,  c o q r t e s y  
o f  t h e  a u t h o r .  

I . & 
J o h n s o n ,  R . A .  " ' N o  Compromise ,  No p o l i t i c a l  T r a d i n g 1 :  T h e  -. 

M a r x i a n  P o l i  t i c a l  T r a d i t i o n  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a . "  
Ph.D. D i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u r n 6 i a I  
1975.  

?l.zCnnald, R .  A.  J . ,  " B u s i n e s s  L e a d e r s  i n  E a r l y  V a n c o u v e r ,  
I 

i 8 8 6 - 1 9 1 4 " ,  2 h . D .  D i s s e r t a t i o n , ,  ~ n i u e r s i t y  o f  B r i t i s h  
C o l u m b i a ,  1 9 7 8 .  

Rydec,  H.S .  " C a n a d a ' ;  I n d u s t r i a l  C r i s i s  o f  l 3 l 9 " ,  M.A. T h e s i s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  of  a r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  1 9 2 0 .  

t L  


