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ABSTRACT 

D u r i n g  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  C a n a d i a n  w o r k e r s  f a c e d  a  series o f  

a s s a u l t s  o n  t h e i r  w a g e s  a n d  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  T h r e a t e n e d  by 

s h r i n k i n g  m a r k e t s ,  C a n a d i a n  e m p l o y e r s  moved  t o  r e d u c e  l a b o u r  - 
4 -- -- "\- 

cos ts .  When L u m b e r  Company a t  F raser  f l ~ l l s ,  - b. -- . -- j 
B . C . ,  a t t e m p t e d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  p a t t e r n  b e i n g  set  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

C a n a d i a n  e c o n o m y ,  t h e  m i l l v o r k e r s  went. o u t  o n  s t r i k e .  L a s t i n g  

f o r  t w o  a n d  a h a l f  m o n t h s ,  t h e  l a b o u r  p r o t e s t  by t h e  

m i l l w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f a  a i l i e s  e n d e d  i n  s u c c e s s ,  

T h e  s u c c e s s  of t h e  1931 s t r i k e  s t a n d s  i n  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  t o  

t h e  g e n e r a l l y  a b y s m a l  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o u r  d u r i n g  t h e  

t h i r t i e s .  The s t r e n g t h  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o t e s t  was d e r i v e d  

from t w o  t o t a l l y  u n r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s .  Th! s t r i ke  was l e d  by  t h e  

m i l i t a n t  L u m b e r  W o r k e r s '  I n d u s t r i a l  ~ n i o n ,  a n  a f f i l i a t e  of t h e  

Korkersg U n i t y  L e a g u e .  D u r i n g  t h e  t h i r t i e s  t h e  W o r k e r s '  U n i t y  

League was o n e  of t h e  most d y n a m i c  l a b o u r  c r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  

C a n a d a ,  T h e  r e a l  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  p r o t e s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  l a y  i n  

f e a t u r e s  i n t e r n a l  t o  the c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  w o r k e r  c c ~ m o n i t y  o f  

M a i l l a r d v i l l e / P r a s e r  ilills, o r i g i n a l l y  a  c o m p a n y  t o w n ,  was 

/- 
l. r e m a r k a b l y  s t ~ h l e  a n d  s o c l a l l y  c o h e s i v e : ,  T h i s  was l a r g e l y  d u e  t o  

- 
/- -?.- 

the e x i s t e n c e  o f  d p e r s i s t e n t ,  t i g h t l y  o r g a n i z e d  c o m m u n l t p  of -.- - 
7- 

" --- _ ^_- 

' F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  workers: , T h e  w o r k f o r c e  a t  F r a s e r  Hills had  a 
--- 

we1 1 - 4 e f i  n e d  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  n e t w o r k  u h i c h  n o t  o n 1  y f a c i l i t a t e d  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t r i k e  b u t  a l s o  e n s u r e d  its s u c c e s s  

o n c e  t h e  s t r i k e  was u n d e r w a y .  T h i s  s t u d y  of t h e  F r a s e r  flills 

s t r i k e  o f  1 3 3  1 a n a l y z e s  t h e  r e l a  t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  l a b o u r  p r o t e s t  
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PREFACE 

I n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1931 t h e  C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  L u m b e r  Company  a t  

F r n s c r  A i l l s ,  U.C., d t t i ~ m p t e d  t o  cut  t h e  w a g e s  o f  i ts  s i x  

h u n d r e d  e m p l o y e e s -  T h e  a e n ,  a l r e a d y  r e d u c e d  t o  a m a r g i n a l  

s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g ,  c o u n  t e r e d  m a n a y e m e n t l s  d e c i s i o n  w i t h  a s h o w  

of c o l l e c t i v e  s t r e n g t h ,  On S e p t e m b e r  5, l e d  by t h e  L u m b e r  

k ' o r k e r s *  I n d u s t r i a l  U n i o n ,  t h e  men p u t  up a p i c k e t  l i n e  a r o u n d  

t h e  m i l l .  F o r  t w o  and  a h a l f  m o n t h s  t h e  men h e l d  t h e i r  g r o u n d  

a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  a c h i e v e d  a l i m i t e d  v i c t o r y .  T h e  g a i n s  were n o t  

d r a m a t i c  h u t  t h e  s t r i k e  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n e  of t h e  e a r l y  s t e p s  

towards u n i o n i z a t i o n  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u a b i a ' s  l u m b e r  i n d u s t r y .  I n  

s t u d y i n g  t h e  strike i t  is  e s s e n t i a l  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

o f  t h e  c o r m u n i t y  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  c o m p a n y  prior t o  

Y o r l d  Mar I. W h i l e  focussing on t h e  1931 s t r i k e ,  t h i s  s t u d y  is 

e q u a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  c o m m u n i t y  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  l i f e ,  

T h e  h i s t o r i o g c a p h y  of t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  i n  C a n a d a  has 

e x p a n d e d  ~ n o r m o u s l y  i n  the l a s t  two d e c a d e s ,  R e v i t a l i z e d  by 

a d v a n c e s  i n  q u a n t i t a t i v e  m e t h o d o l o g y  made  by  F r e n c h ,  E n g l i s h  a n d  

A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r i a n s ,  a s  well a s  b y  a s o p h i s t i c a t e d  g a r x i s t  

a p p r o a c h  c l e a r l y  e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  t h e  work o f  E, P T h o m p s o n ,  t h e  

h i s t o r y  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  i s  r a p i d l y  u n f o l d i n g -  T h e  

most s t i m u l a t i n g  s t u d i e s  a r e  t h o s e  w h i c h  c o n s i d e r  b o t h  t h e  

o h j e c t i v e  and subjective d i m e n s i o n s  of c l a s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  material  

c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  w h i c h  t h e  w o r k i n g  c lass  l i v e d  a n d  w o r k e d ,  a s  

well a s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  c u l t u r e  w h i c h  e v o l v e d .  

v i i i  



A l t h o u g h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  w o r k e r s 8  r e a c t i o n s  t o  

i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m  h a v e  b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  e a c h  s e t  o f  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h e y  d i d  a c t i v e l y  r e s p o n d ,  T h e  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k i n g  

c l a s s  h a s  b e e n  f a r  more  t h a n  a l o o s e  a g g r e g a t e  o f  men a n d  women 

who l a b o u r e d  d e v o i d  o f  t h o u g h t  t h r o u g h  most of t h e i r  w a k i n g  

h o u r s ,  t h e n  p a s s i v e l y  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e i r  homes  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g .  

R a t h e r  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  t h r o u g h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h i c h  i t  c r e a t e d  

o r  a d a p t e d ,  d e f i n e d  a n d  p r o t e c t e d -  its i n t e r e s t s ,  T h u s  s e e n ,  

c l a s s  a p p e a r s  a s  a  v i t a l  e l e m e n t  i n  t h e  s o c i e t a l  dynamic ,  

T r a d i t i o n a l  l a b o u r  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  c o n c e r n e d  t h e m s e l v e s  

w i t h  o n l y  o n e  s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e  o f  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  c u l t u r e ,  t h e  

t r a d e  u n i o n ,  T h e  novemen t  of o r g a n i z e d  l a b o u r  is o n e  foca l  p o i n t  

o f  c l a s s  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  h i s t o r y .  It c o n t i n u e s  t o  h e  t h e  most 

v i s i b l e  and e a s i l y  d e f i n e d  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  r e s p o n s e  

t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  O r g a n i z e d  l a b o u r ,  however ,  l e f t  a 

v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  u n t o u c h e d ,  One  m i g h t  e v e n  

a s s u m e ,  r e a d i n g  t h e  ea r l i e r  l a b o u r  h i s t o r i a n s  w i t h  their c a r e f u l  

e m p h a s i s  o n  ' b r e a d  a n d  b u t t e r *  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  ' i d e o l o g i c a l '  

u n i o n i s m ,  t h a t  ' c l a s s - c o n s c i o u s n e s s '  w a s  l i t t l e  more  t h a n  a n  

i n €  l a m m a t o r y  c a t c h - w o r d  t h r o w n  a t  t h e  m a s s e s  by  r a d i c a l  

demogog ues.  1 

' S e e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  J, R, Commons, his tog^ of @oab i n  the 
l J n i t e d  States (New York: A u g u s t u s  Pl. .Kelly, 1966) : H a r o l d  Logan ,  --- ---- 
T r a d e  U n i o n s  In GisXia,The&l D e v e l o p m e n t  and F u n c u o n i n g  
( T o r o n t o :  H a c o p i l l a n ,  1948) ; o r  I r v i n g  A b e l l a ' s  b r i e f  s u r v e y  of 

T h e  C a n a d i a n  L a b o u r  Rovemen t  H i s t o r i c a l  B o o k l e t  t 2 8  ( C a n a d i a n  ,, ,,,,A, ---- ------' 
H i s t o r i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  1975) 



S u c h  h i s t o r i e s  h a v e  g i v e n  way t o  much d e e p e r  a n a l y s e s  w h i c h  

s t u d y  t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  l i f e ,  The w o r k  now b e i n g  

p r o d u c e d ,  w h i l e  o f t e n  a l l o w i n g  t r a d e - u n i o n  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

a c t i v i t y  t o  r e t a i n  a s t r o n g  p o s i t i o n ,  b r a n c h e s  o u t  t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  

v o l u n t a r y  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  family e c o n o m y ,  k i n s h i p ,  p a t t e r n s  of 

w o r k ,  a n d  s o c i a l  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c  m o b i l i t y ,  A c l ea r  a t t e m p t  is 

b e i n g  m a d e  t o  l o o k  a t  w o r k i n g - c l a s _ s  i i f e  i n  a s  much d e t a i l  a s  

p o s s i b l e  a n d  t o  s h o w  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  r e s F o n s e  t o  i n d u s t - r i a l  

c a p i t a l i s m  a s  a n  a g e n c y  of h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  

W h i l e  h i s t o r i a n s  f o c u s k i n g  o n  c e n t r a l  a n d  e a s t e r n  C a n a d a  

h a v e  p r o d u c e d  a n u m b e r  o f  m o n o g r a p h s  a n d  a r t i c l e s  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  

c l a s s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ' s  l a b o u r  h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  y e t  

t o  m a k e  a p a r a l l e l  c o n t r i b u t i o n ,  2 I n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  the 

h i s t o r y  of the w o r k i n g  c l a s s  is  s t i l l  t h e  h i s t o r y  of o r g a n i z e d  

l a b o u r  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  

m o v e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  d o c u m e n t e d  i n  Np P o w e r  Greatgy by P a u l  

P h i l l i p s  a n d  ~ a d i c q l  P o l i t i c s  pgd C a n a d i q g  L a b o u r  b y  H a r t i n  

--- -------- -- ----- 
* Many e x c e l l e n t  b o o k s  a n d  a r t i c les  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  
t e n  y e a r s .  These i n c l u d e  T e r r y  C o p p ,  7%~ 4mtat of P o v e r &  Tbz 
C o n d i t i o n  og &he @ r k i n q  C l a s s  jn  N o n t r e a L  1900-1929 ( T o r o n t o :  ----- 
M c C l e l l a n d  & Stewar t ,  1 9 7 4 )  ; H i c h a e l  P i v a ,  TI!% C o n d i t i o n  of &he 
U o t k i n q  C l a s s  j n _  hog  onto^ 1900- 1921 (Ottawa: U n i v e r s i t y  of ---- ----- 
Ottawa Press, 1 9 7 9 )  ; B r y a n  P a l m e r ,  A C u l t u r e  in C o n f l l & %  
S k i l l e d  Workers a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  C a p i t q l i ~ m  & H a m i l t o n ,  --- ------- --- --------- 
O n t a r i o  1860- 1 9 1 4  ( H o n t r e a l :  I l c G i l l - Q u e e n ' s  U n i v e r s i t y  Press, ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ L ~ ~ , ~ ~  
1979) ; G r e g o r y  K e a l e y ,  W o r k i n g  gls~ T o r o n t o _  T u r n  of th_e 
g e n t u r p  ( T o r o n t o :  New H o g t o v n  P r e s s ,  1974) a n d  G r e g o r y  K e a l e y  
a n d  PI W a r r i a n ,  eds., Essa_ys & c a n a d j a g  U o r k i n 9  class  H i s t o ~ y  
( T o r o n t o :  N c C l e l l a n d  E Stewar t ,  1 9 7 6 ) .  



R o b i n -  3 O r d e r  h a s  b e e n  i m p o s e d  u p o n  t h e  c h a o t i c  f a c t i o n a l i s m  of 

t h e  l e f t  i n  Ross HcCormack*~ R e f o r m e r &  &gbg& pad 

~ e v  o l ~ t i o n a r i e s , ~  T h e  C o m m u n i s t  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  
----_I_----- 

c o l u m b i a n  l a b o u r  m o v e m e n t  h a s  b e e n  s t u d i e d  by I r v i n g  A b e l l a  i n  

N a t i o n a l i s m  Communism a n d  C a n a d i a n  L a b o u r ,  5 Woving  closer t o  a , , , , I  ,,,,,,,,- -, --,-, -,,,,, 

s t u d y  of r a n k - a n d -  f i l e  a c t . i v i t y ,  i n d i v i d u a l  case s t u d i e s  h a v e  

l o o k e d  a t  s t r i k i n g  f i s h e r m e n ,  c c a l m i n e r s ,  a n d  t e l e p h o n e  

o p e r a t o r s  a m o n g  o t h e r s ,  Tn a d d i t i o n ,  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  a u t h o r s  h a v e  

p u b l i s h e d  t h e i r  m e m o i r s .  M y r t l e  ~ . e r g r e n  I S  T i m b e r  a n d  

R o n a l d  L i v e r s e d g e ' s  95 t o  O t t a w q  Trek t e l l  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  

l a b o u r  m o v e m e n t  i n  human h u t  n o t  a n a l y t i c a l  teras- 6 F i n a l l y  t h e  

t r a d e  u n i o n s  h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  t h e i r  own h i s t o r i e s ,  a s  i n  G r a n t  

P t c N e i l ' s  Thc. T, W. A. i n  British c o l u m b i a , .  a n  i n f o r m a t i v e  b u t  

s k e t c h y  c o n t r i b u t i o n .  7 

The f e u  who a d d r e s s  t h e  c l a s s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  s u c h  a s  I a r t i n  

R o b i n  i n  T l q g i c a l  P o l i G c i  qgd E a n a d i a  L a b o u r  a n d  P e t e r  w a r d  i n  

"C la s s  a n d  Race i n  B r i t i s h  C ~ l u m b i a , ~  d o  s o  i n  a t r a d i t i o n a l  

f a s h i o n ,  t a k i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  t o  

------------------ 
3P. P h i l l i p s ,  No P o w e r  Greater ( V a n c o u v e r :  B o a g  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  
B, C, F e d e r a t i o n  o f  L a b o u r , 1 9 6 7 ) ;  5 .  R o b i n ,  R a d i c a l  P & i t i c s  jmd 
C a n a n i a n  L a b o u r  ( K i n g s t o n :  I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  C e n t r e ,  Q u e e n ' s  ---- ------ 
U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 b 8 ) .  

*R, HcCormack, Ref ormgg~, R e b e l s  pqd R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  ( T o r o n t o :  
U n i v e r s i t y  of T o r o n t o  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ) -  

5 I. A b e l l a ,  Na t iondalsg, Cg;guqjsm and E a d i a g  L a b o u r  ( T o r o n t o :  
l l n i v e r s i t  y  o f  T o r o n t o  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 3 ) .  

6 f l .  R e r g r e n ,  x ~ s g h  T'&bgy ( T o r o n t c :  P x o g r e s s  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1966) ; 
R. L i v e r s e d g e ,  & c o l l e c t i o n s  g_f t& gnlTo=Qttawa T r e k ,  ed .  
Victor  Roar ( T o r o n t o :  H c C l e l l a n d  and S t e w a r t ,  1 9 7 3 ) -  



h c  o n l y  t h a t  v o i c e d  i n  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  a r e n a .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  Ward 

c o n t e n d s  t h a t  r a c i a l / e t h n i c  c l e a v a g e s  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  

s o c i e t y  p r e c l u d e d  t h e  g r o w t h  of c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ~  W h i l e  t h e  

a r g u m e n t  may h a v e  scme v a l i d i t y ,  t h i s  s t u d y  of Praser Mills w i l l  

s h o w  t h a t  s u c h  a  s w e e p i n g  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  i s  unsound,  9 L a b o u r  

h i s t o r i o g r a p h y  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  m u s t  b e g i n  t o  move beyond  

s u c h  a  r e s t r i c t i v e ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f r a m e w o r k ,  

T h e  s t u d y  o f  F r a s e r  Mills i s , - a i s o  a  s t u d y  of a  

F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  c o m m u n i t y  o u t s i d e  Q u e b e c ,  I t  a f f o r d s  a l o o k  a t  

the f l u i d  n a t u r e  of  e t h n i c i t y ,  W h i l e  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  came 

f r o m  a s o c i a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  c a r r y i n g  w i t h  them 

t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s ,  t h o s e  v a l u e s  were n o t  s tatic.  S t r o n g  

a r g u m e n t s  f o r  v i e w i n g  e t h n i c i t y  a s  a dynamic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of a 

g i v e n  p e o p l e  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  T a m a r a  B a r e v e n ' s  n P a m i l y  Time a n d  

1 n d u s t r i ; l l  T i n e O t 1  9 W i t h i n  t h e  A s e r i c a n  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  c o m m u n i t y  

s t u d i e d  b y  I l a r e v e n ,  e t h n i c i t y  was  f a r  f r o m  a  s t a t i c  d e t e r m i n a n t  

of s o c i a l  b e h a v i o u r ,  T h e  same f i n d i n g s  h o l d  t r u e  of V i r g i n i a  

Y a n s  I Y c L a u g h l i n w s  s t u d y  o f  I t a l i a n  i m m i g r a n t s  i n  B u f f a l o ,  New 

York,  1 0  T h e i r  w e l l - d e f i n e d  v a l u e  s y s t e m  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h i s  t h e m e  is  e c h o e d  i n  D a n i e l  

e P e t e r  Ward, I 8 C l a s s  a n d  Race I n  D O C , "  i n  B r i t i s h  @lsmbiq 
f l i s t o r i c a l  R e a d i n g s ,  e d s ,  A ,  HcDona ld  a n d  P e t e r  Ward, ------- ----- 
( V a n c o u v e r :  D o u g l a s  E H c I n t y r e ,  1 9 8 1 ) ,  pp- 581-599. 

9 T a m a r a  H a r a v e n ,  I1Fami ly  T i m e  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  T ime , "  J o u r n a &  of 
1Jrban H i s t o r y ,  I ( 1 9 7 5 ) ,  365-389-  ---- ---- 
l o V i r g i n i a  Y a n s  f i c l o u g h l i n ,  " P a t t e r n s  of Work a n d  F a m i l y  
0 r g a n i z a t . i o n :  Duf f a l o ' s  I t a l i a n s , "  JgJngl gf I n t e r d i s c i p 1 - p  
H i s t o r y ,  I1 ( 1 9 7 1 ) ,  299-314 ,  
---a 
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wa lkowi t z8s  Wpgm City, C p m ~ a n y  Town , v h i c h  s t u d i e s  

F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  i m m i g r a n t s  t o  C o h o e s ,  N e w  York ,  1 1  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t u d y  o f  f l a i l l a r d v i l l e / F r a s e r  Mills reflects  

the t h e m e s  a n d  a ~ p r o a c h e s  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e ,  Not o n l y  d o e s  t h e  

s t r i k e  of 1931 d e s e r v e  a p l a c e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of W e s t e r n  

C a n a d i a n  r a d i c a l i s m ,  a l i n k  c a n  b e  m a d e  b e t w e e n  t h e  r a d i c a l i s m  

w h i c h  e m e r g e d  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  a n d  t h e  t e x t u r e  o f  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  l i f e  

u p  to  t h a t  time, The s t r i k e  is t h e  l o g i c a l  f o c a l  p o i n t  of t h e  

s t u d y  a n d  t h e  c o m p a n y  t o w n  of F r a s e r  n i l l s  a n d  its s i s t e r  

c o m m u n i t y  M a i l l a r d v i l l e  present w e l l - d e f i n e d  limits f o r  the 

s t u d y ,  

T h e  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  are o b v i o u s l y  l i m i t e d  i n  t h e i r  

a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d y ,  T h e  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  

e x c e l l e n t .  T h e  c o m p l e t e  p a y r o l l  r e c o r d s  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  

1 , u m b e r  C o m p a n y  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d ,  These records c o n t - a i n  v a l u a b l e  

d a t a  o n  t h e  u o r k f o r c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  w a g e s  a n d  h o u r s  of w o r k ,  a s  

well a s  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  T h e  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s  h a v e  a l s o  

h e e n  m a d e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  a u t h o r  a n d  p r o v i d e  a d d i t i o n a l  

p e r s o n a l  d a t a  on  t h e  w o r k e r s .  As t h e  c o m m u n i t y  was l a r g e l y  

F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n ,  t h e  p a r i s h  r e c o r d s  of Notre Dame d e  L o u r d e s  

h a v e  proven h e l p f u l  a s  well. 

N u m e r o u s  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s ,  given by r e s i d e n t s  of F r a s e r  flills 

a n d  ! l a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  are a v a i l a b l e ,  A common focus is the 1931 

strike, o b v i o u s l y  c e n t r a l  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  p a s t -  o r a l  

1 * D  , Walkowitz, W o r k e z  C i t y ,  c_omcany xgcwn ( C h i c a g o :  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  I l l i n o i s  " -s8  1 9 7 0 j T  
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i n t e r v i e w s  h a v e  a l s o  p r o v i d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i ~ s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  c o m a u n i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  

e a r l y  y e a r s .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  F r a s e r  Mills d i d  n o t  h a v e  a c o m m u n i t y  

n e w s p a p e r .  H o w e v e r  t h e  g r i t  i s h  Colum&hp, p u b l i s h e d  a t  New 

H e s t m i n s t e r ,  c o v e r e d  s o c i a l  e v e n t s  a t  F r a s e r  Mills from time t o  

time. 

P r i m a r y  sources d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s t r i k e  are p a r t i c u l a r l y  

g o o d .  T h e  c o m p a n y  r e c o r d s  were d i s s a p o i n t i n g  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  b u t  

o t h e r  s o u r c e s  p r o v e d  f r u i t f u l ,  T h e  F l i n u t e s  of t h e  S t r i k e  

C o m m i t t e e ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  I. W -  A - / P r i t c h e t t  C o l l e c t i o n  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  of B r i t i s h  C o l u m t i a ,  S p e c i a l  C o l l e c t i o n s  D i v i s i o n ,  

a l l o w  t h e  s t r i ke  t o  be r e c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  some d e t a i l ,  A s  well a s  

p r o v i d i n g  a r e c o r d  o f  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a n d  u n i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  

e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  m i n u t e s  r e c o u n t  t h e  i n p a c t  t h e  s t r i k e  h a d  o n  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y .  T h e  1 9 3 1  s t r i k e  r e c e i v e d  e x c e l l e n t  c o v e r a g e  i n  t h e  

l o c a l  a n d  l a b o u r  p r e s s ,  a s  well a s  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  F e d e r a l  

P l i n i s t r y  of L a b o u r .  Thus i t  h a s  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  t o  u s e  a d i v e r s e  

b o d y  of d a t a  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  s t r i k e ,  

L a b o u r  p r o t e s t  a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s  d u r i n g  t h i s  e a r l y  p e r i o d  

p r e s e n t s  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  w i t h  a n  i n t r i g u i n g  s e t  o f  q u e s t i o n s  t o  

a d d r e s s .  T h e  D e ~ r e s s i o n  y e a r s  were n o t  a time of e s c a l a t i n g  

t r a d e  u n i o n  a c t i v i t - y o  I n  f a c t  t h e  r e p o r t e d  membership of 

o r g a n i z e d  l a b o u r  i n  B,C.  d r o p p e d  s t e a d i l y  b e t w e e n  1 9 3 0  a n d  1934, 

from 2 7 , 2 0 4  t o  1 9 , 0 1 7 .  As a  p e r c e n t a g e  of t h e  n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  
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l a b o u r  f o r c e ,  o r g a n i z e d  u o r k e r s  f e l l  f r o m  1 0 . 7 %  t o  7.29.12 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  w i t h  u n e m p l o y m e n t  r e a c h i n g  c r i s i s  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  

p a r t i c u  l a r i l y  i n  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  a r e a ,  s t r i k e  a c t i v i t y  c a r r i e d  a 

v e r y  r e a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  l i v e l i h o o d  o f  t h e  men w h o s e  o n l y  j o b  

p r o t e c t i o n  l a y  i n  t h e  r e m n a n t s  o f  c o m p a n y  p a t e r n a l i s m ,  As well, 

t h e  workers a t  F r a s e r  Mills were e t h n i c a l l y  a n d  n a t i o n a l l y  

h e t e r o g e n e o u s ,  Many o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  a t  F r a s e r  R i l l s  were of  

B r i t i s h  o r i g i n .  Yet, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  , -a t '  l e a s t  f o u r  d i s t i n c t  e t h n i c  

c o m m u n i t i e s  c a n  b e  i s o l a t e d :  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n ,  E a s t  I n d i a n ,  

C h i n e s e  a n d  J a p a n e s e ,  Each  h a d  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e s  a n d  c u l t u r a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  b y  1 9 3 1 ,  a s i z e a b l e  S c a n d i n a v i a n  

p o p u l a t i o n  c o u l d  b e  f o u n d  a t  F r a s e r  N i l l s -  Yet t h e  s t r i k e  of '31 

i n d i c a t e s  a  w o r k i n g  u n i t y  s u f f i c i e n t  to o v e r c o m e  n a t i o n a l / e t h n i c  

c l e a v a g e  a n d  a n t a g c n i s m ,  T h e  s t r i k e  b r o u g h t  t h e  men t o g e t h e r ,  

c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  p u s h i n g  s u c h  c o n f l i c t  i n t o  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d .  

T h e  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  i n  b o t h  

i n i t i a t i n g  a n d  s u s t a i n i n g  t h e  s t r i k e  e m e r g e s  c l e a r l y  f r o m  a n  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  C h a p t e r  O n e  w i l l  t race  t h e  e a r l y  

h i s t o r y  o f  b o t h  P r a s e r  frills a n d  M a i l l a r d v i l l e  w h e r e  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  mill's w o r k f o r c e  r e s i d e d .  T h e  c u l t u r a l  

c o h e s i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h -  Ca n a d i a n  c o m m u n i t y  w i l l  b e  e x a m i n e d ,  

d r a w i n g  o n  o r a l  h i s t o r i e s  a s  a p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e ,  A l t h o u g h  v e r y  

l i t t l e  t r ace  o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of t h e  E a s t  I n d i a n ,  C h i n e s e  or  

J a p a n e s e  l a b o u r e r s  c a n  b e  f c u n d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d ,  some 

d e t a i l  a b o u t  their c o m m u n i t i e s  w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d .  ------------------ 
l * P h i l l i p s ,  og, cjz,,p. 169. 



I n  C h a p t e r  Two t h e  w o r k  force a t  F r a s e r  n i l l s  w i l l  be 

a p p r o a c h e d  from a d i f f e r e n t  a n g l e .  E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  

p a y r o l l  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s  h a s  a l l o w e d  a s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e  

o f  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  t o  b e  d r a w n .  P e r s o n a l  d a t a  o n  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  

s u p p l e m e n t e d  by  p a r i s h  r e c o r d s ,  was c o d e d  a n d  a n a l y z e d  h y  

coolpu t e r  u s i n g  t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  P a c k a g e  f o r  t h e  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e s ,  

I n  C h a p t e r  T h r e e  t h e s e  r e c o r d s ,  s u p p l e m e n t e d  by d e s c r i p t i v e  

s o u r c e s ,  a r e  u s e d  t o  e x a m i n e  e m p l _ o y m e n t  and l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  a t  

F r a  ser Mills, I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  e a r l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  

t h e  Lumber Workers Industrial U n i o n  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d ,  T h e  u n i o n  

f o c u s s e d  t h e  d i s c o n t e n t  s i m m e r i n g  a t  P r a s e r  ! •÷ i l l s ;  F r a s e r  n i l l s  

i n  t u r n  was a t e s t i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  t h e  L u m b e r  W o r k e r s  I n d u s t r i a l  

U n i o n .  

C h a p t e r  F o u r  r e c o n s t r u c t s  t h e  f o r m a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  s t r i k e  

- n e g o t i a t i o n s  a n d  c o n f  r o n t a  t i o n -  w h i l e  C h a p t e r  F i v e  looks beyond 

t h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o c u s  t o  a n  a n a l y s i s  of c o m m u n i t y  r e s p o n s e -  

T h e  1931 s t r i k e  c o u l d  h a v e  h e e n  a p p r o a c h e d  a s  a n o t h e r  s t u d y  

o f  e 3 r l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f r u s t r a t i o n s  a n d  t r i u m p h s .  B a n y  of t h e  

e l e m e n t s  seen i n  o t h e r  a t t e v p t s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  u n i o n i z a t i o n  t o  

u n o r g a n i z e d  i n d u s t r i e s  a p p e a r  a t  Fraser n i l l s  i n  1931, T h e  

a l i g n m e n t  o f  m a n a g e r e n t ,  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  c h u r c h  a g a i n s t  t h e  

forces cf c o l l e c t i v i z e d  l a b o u r  a r e  e c h o e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  l a b o u r  

h i s t o r y .  F o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  s o u r c e s  a v a i l a b l e  allow a n  a n a l y s i s  of 

t h e  s t r i k e  t o  b e  t a k e n  a  s t e p  f u r t h e r .  T h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  

m ~ t . h o d o l o g y  a p p l i e d  i n  C h d p t e r s  T u o  a n d  T h r e e  e x p o s e s  t h e  

d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  l i v i n g  staudards w h i c h  moved t h e  w o r k e r s  t o  
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o r g a n i z e ,  O n l y  s imi la r  s t u d i e s  w i l l  s h o w  w h e t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  were 

m a r k e d l y  worse a t  Fraser H i l l s  t h a n  e l s e w h e r e .  C e r t a i n l y  F r a s e r  

q i l l s  was n o t  u n i q u e  i n  i t s  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  l a b o u r  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  

most l i k e l y  w a g e  s c a l e s  a n d  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  

i n d u s t r y  were s i m i l a r ,  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  s o c i a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  

w o r k e r  c o m m u n i t y  i t s e l f  must be t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t o  e x p l a i n  

w h y  l a b o u r  p r o t e s t  q r e w  o u t  of l a b o u r  u n r e s t -  A s s o c i a t i o n a l  

n e t w o r k s  a m o n g  the w o r k f o r c e  cdn-be'  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  s u g g e s t  a 

s o c i a l  c l imate c o n d u c i v e  t o  c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n .  T h e  l a r g e  

F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  c o m m u n i t y ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  was c u l t u r a l l y  a n d  

s o c i a l l y  c o h e s i v e ,  T h i s  cohesiveness c e r t a i n l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t r i k e  a n d  c a r r i e d  t h e  men a n d  t h e i r  

f a m i l i e s  t h r o u g h  i t .  W h i l e  t h e  immediate c a u s e  of the s t r i k e  l a y  

i n  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  

w o r k f o r c e  u u s t  a l s o  b e  e x a m i n e d  t c  p r o v i d e  a h o l i s t i c  a n a l y s i s ,  
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I. The O r i g i n s  and D e v e l o p m e n t  of the worker C o m m u n i t y  

T h e  f o r t u n e s  o f  F r a s e r  Mills a n d  f l a i l l a r d v i l l e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  

d i c t a t e s  of i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  F r a s e r  

H i l l s ,  a t  o n e  time home of t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o d u c e r  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e d  

l u m b e r  i n  Nort 11 America, i s  s i t u a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f i f t e e n  miles 

eas t  of V a n c o u v e r  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s h o r e  o f  t h e  F r a s e r  R i v e r ,  n o t  

f a r  from N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r .  A l t h o u g h  s t i l l  p r o d u c i n g  t o d a y ,  t h e  

m i l l  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a s  c e n t r a l  a r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  a s  i n  y e a r s  p a s t ,  The c o m m u n i t y  f i r s t  

b e g a n  t o  t a k e  s h a p e  i n  1907 u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  of t h e  

m i l  1 ma n a g e m e n  t. C a r e f u l l y  e n g i n e e r e d ,  t h e  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  c o m F a n y  

t c w n  r e p r e s e n t e d  a s h o w p i e c e  f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s t s .  T w e n t y  

y e a r s  l a t e r  l i t t l e  s e m b l a n c e  o f  ear l ie r  h a r m o n y  c o u l d  be f o u n d  

a s  the laen a n d  t h e i r  f a ~ i l i e s  t o o k  o n  m a n a g e m e n t  i n  a  v i o l e n t  

a n d  prolonged s t r i k e .  T h e  s t r i k e  i t s e l f  i s  t h e  f o c u s  o f  l a t e r  I 

c h a p t e r s .  This c h a p t e r  p r o v i d e s  a n  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  l i f e  a t  

F r a s e r  n i l l s  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  e v e n t , .  

Lumber p r o d u c t i o n  a t  F r a s e r  Mills c a n  b e  t r a c e d  back t o  

1 8 9 0  v h e n  t h e  R o s s  NcLarer l  Igills c o m m e n c e d  o p e r a t i o n - 1  H o w e v e r  ------------------ 
l T h e  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  Ross H c L a r e n  
S a w m i l l s  L t d . ,  F r a s e r  R i v e r  S a w m i l l s  L t d ,  a n d  t h e  f i rst  y e a r s  of 
o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  L u m b e r  Company is J. S t e w a r t ' s  
u n p u b l i s h e d  m a n u s c r i p t ,  " E a r l y  D a y s  A t  F r a s e r  Mills.11 T h i s  
a c c o u n t  c o n s i s t s  of a c h r o n o l c g y  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  area 
b 3 s e d  o n  a r t i c l e s  t o u n d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  goJygbian, w e s t e r n  
Lumberman a n d  Lq&.gqn C o n t r a c t o r .  S t e v a r t  o f t e n  g i v e s  t h e  ------- 
e x a c t  d a t e  of  t h e  a r t i c l e  b u t  f a i l s  t o  i n d i c a t e  the e x a c t  s o u r c e  
o f  t h e  i n f o r m a  t i o n .  Hereafter c i t e d  a s  S teuart ,  " E a r l y  Days.  



t h e  t i n y  commu n i t f  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  M i l l s i d e ,  t h e  communi ty  @s 

e a r l y  name, i n  1890  h a d  l i t t l e  c h a n c e  t o  p r o s p e r  a s  u n c e r t a i n  

m a r k e t s  l e f t  t h e  s i l l  i d l e  be tween  1892 a n d  1902-2 T h e  s a l e  o f  

R o s s  HcLaren S a w m i l l s  i n  1903  t o  American c a p i t a l i s t  L e s t e r  

David ,  r e v i t a l i z e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  H i l l s i d e .  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  t h e  

m i l l  h ad  been r e n o v a t e d  a n d  r e o p e n e d  a s  P r a s e r  R i v e r  S a u m i l l s  

L t d ,  

T h e  s i t e  had o n l y  t h e  atost  e s s e n t i a l  of s e r v i c e s .  The CPR 

l i n e s  t o  n i l l s i d e  which had b e e n  d i s r a a n t l e d  be tween  1892  a n d  

1902,  were o n c e  more i n  p l a c e ,  a n d  a r o a d  h a d  b e e n  c o n s t r u c t e d  

w h i c h  r a n  f r o m  P i t t  R i v e r  Road (now B r u n e t t e  Street)  to  t h e  

millsite, Street car s e r v i c e  would n o t  be p r o v i d e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  

1912,  i n  s p i t e  o f  p r e s s u r e  b r o u g h t  t o  b e a r  upon t h e  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a  Electric R a i l w a y  ( B - C ,  E-B, ) by b o t h  t h e  c o r p a n y  a n d  t h e  

N e w  U e s t m i n s t e r  C i t y  C o u n c i l / B o a r d  of T r a d e ,  I n  t h e  e a r l y  f e a r s  

t h e  o n l y  tram s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  by the C P R ,  p r o v e d  t o  b e  b o t h  a 

f i n a n c i a l  d r a i n  a n d  u n d e p e n d a b l e ,  

A l t h o u g h  by  1906 F t a s e r  R i v e r  Sawlaills Ltd, employed  1 6 0  

men,nany of whom seea to h a v e  l i v e d  a t  B i l l s i d e ,  t h e  mi l l s i te  

h e l d  f e u  a t t r a c t i o n s ,  C e r t a i n l y  i t  would  be e r r o n e o u s  t o  s u g g e s t  

t h e  f l e d g l i n g  c o r m u n i t y  e x p e r i e n c e d  a n y  o r g a n i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

N e i t h e r  t h e  b u s i n e s s  leaders of N e w  V e s t m i n s t e r  n o r  t h e  m i l l  

o w n e r s  a p p e a r e d  s t r o n g l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ~ s  g rowth ,  

The company b a l k e d  a t  t h e  p r o s p e c t  of p r o v i d i n g  i n c r e a s e d  ---------------- 
25. Lawrence ,  " f l a r k e t s  a n d  C a p i t a l :  A H i s t o r y  of t h e  Lumber 
I n d u s t r y  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  (1778- 1952)  (B A T h e s i s ,  U,B.C-, 
1957) , p ,  91, 



s e r v i c e s  s u c h  a s  a c c o m n o d a t i o n  a n d  s t o r e s  f o r  t h e  c o n v e n i e n c e  o f  

i t s  en tp loyees ,  p r e f e r r i n g  i m p r o v e d  l i n k s  t o  n e a r b y  Neu 

W e s t m i n s t e r  w i t h  i t s  well e s t a b l i s h e d  faci l i t ies ,  Not 

s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  New W e s t m i n s t e r  m e r c h a n t s  c o n c u r r e d ,  

T h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  BCER t o  e x t e n d  a  tram l i n e  t o  t h e  young 

ccetmuni ty  f o r c e d  t h e  company t o  t u r n  i ts  a t t * e n t i o n  t o  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  a f u l l y  s e r v i c e d  r e s i d e n t  worker community, I n  1906 

t h e  f i r s t  g e n e r a l  s t o r e  o p e n e d ,  f o l l o w e d  s o o n  a f t e r  b y  a  

two-room p u b l i c  s c h o o l  t o  a c c o s o d a t e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  

I n i t i a l l y  t h e  s c h o o l  would h a v e  p r o v i d e d  e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  o f  management a s  many of t h e  o t h e r  r e s i d e n t  e m p l o y e e s  

were i m a i g r a n t  E a s t  I n d i a n  l a b o u r e r s ,  b r o u g h t  i n  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  

a n d  p r e s u m a b l y  unaccompanied  b y  t h e i r  f a a i l i e s -  3 

D e v e l o p a e n t  e n d e d  t h e r e  f o r  a t i n e  b e c a u s e  P r a s e r  R i v e r  

Sawmills  d i d  n o t  a c h i e v e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  v i t a l i t y  p r e d i c t e d  b y  b o t h  

t h e  company a n d  t h e  New W e s t m i n s t e r  b u s i n e s s  coramunity. A d v e r s e  

market c o n d i t i o n s  i n  1907, d i s r u p t i v e  s h a r t a g e s  o f  b o t h  lumber  

a n d  l a b o u r ,  a n d  a n  o n g o i n g  s t r u g g l e  t o  k e e p  t h e  r i v e r  c h a n n e l  

open ,  p o s e d  d i f f i c u l t i e s  which Lester David  a n d  P r a s e r  R i v e r  

S a w m i l l s  c o u l d  DO* overcome, After  1907 t h e  f a l t e r i n g  m i l l  

o p e r a t i o n  was t a k e n  i n  hand by a n  i n v e s t m e n t  s y n d i c a t e  h e a d e d  by -- -------------- 
3It was uncommon f o r  c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r e r s  t o  come t o  Canada  
a c c o m p a n i e d  by t h e i r  f a m i 1 i e s ; h o w e v e r  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s  which 
would  v e r i f y  t h e  mar i ta l  s t a t u s  of t h e  &en are  n o t  a v a i l a b l e ,  A 
number of w i t n e s s e s  a p p e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o u r i s  
1908 R o y a l  Commiss ion were employed a t  F r a s e r  mills a n d ,  e v e n  
when m a r r i e d ,  had l e f t  t h e i r  w i v e s  a n d  c h i l d r e n  i n  I n d i a ,  W, 
King,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Labour ,  R o e a l  Cotemiss ion &I I n q u i r e  i n t o  &&g 
R e t h o d s  bp w h i c h  O r i e n t a l  L a b o u r e r s  &- b e e n  I n d u c e d  _to c o & e  --- 
Canada  (Ottawa, 1908) ,  pp, 78,79, 



A ,  D, RcRae o f  Winn ipeg  a n d  S e n a t o r  P, J a n s e n  o f  Nebraska ,  b o t h  

of whom h a d  access t o  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

r e s o u r c e s ,  

McRae a n d  J a n s e n  began  a  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o m p l e t e d  i n  1910 

w i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  Lumber Company, a 

company which would become a l e a d i n g  a g e n t  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  

f o r e s t  i n d u s t r y  of E r i t i s h  Columbia ,  Y i t h  t h e  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

c a p i t a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  Lester David ,  f o r m e r  owner-manager of Fraser 

R i v e r  S a w m i l l s ,  w i t h d r e w  from t h e  c o m p n y  i n  a f l u r r y  of writs, 

By 1910,  t h e  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  Lumber 

Company ( C , W - L , c , )  i n c l u d e d  s u c h  p r o m i n e n t  e n t r e p e n e u r s  a s  if, 

H a c k e n z i e ,  D, D, n a n n  a n d  D, B, Hanna of t h e  C a n a d i a n  N o r t h e r n  

R a i l w a y  Company; R. Pl, Horne-Payne,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  the B r i t i s h  

Columbia  Electric R a i l w a y ;  A, B, D a v i d s o n  o f  t h e  S a s k a t c h e w a n  

L a n e  Company; a n d  J a m e s  D, BcCorrsaek, H a n a g e r  of  t h e  Columbia  

R i v e r  Lumber Company a t  G o l d e n ,  0 - C ,  dcBae s e r v e d  t h e  C,W,L,C, 

a s  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  a n d  G e n e r a l  f l a n a g e r  u n d e r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  o f  

Andrew D, D a v i d s o n , w h i l e  S e n a t o r  J a n s e n  s a t  on t h e  Board  of 

D i r e c t o r s ,  Ed S w i f t  o f  t h e  C h i c a g o  m e a t - p a c k i n g  firm was a m a j o r  

s h a r e h o l d e r .  4 

T h e  r e s o u r c e s  of  the Hen a t  t h e  helm of t h e  C - Q - L C .  were 

o b v i o u s l y  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  U i t h  a c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  o f  $10,00O,OUO t h e  

C,W,L, C, u n d e r t o o k  r e n o v a t i o n s  t o  F r a s e r  H i l l s  a n d  p u r c h a s e d  

e x t e n s i v e  t i m b e r  limits, 150 ,000  acres o f  l a r g e l y  Crown l a n d s ,  ----------------- 
4 S t e w a r  t, * * E a r l y  d a y s ,  p,  23, See a l s o  f l a r g a r e t  O r m s b p , B r i t i s h  
C A e & a :  H i s t o r p  ( T o r o n t o :  f l a c m i l l a n  Company of Canada ,  1 3 7 6 ) ,  
p. 376. 



on b o t h  V a n c o u v e r  I s l a n d  a n d  t h e  LC, m a i n l a n d ,  5 Not o n l y  were 

t h e  t i m b e r  l i m i t s  e x t e n d e d  u n t i l ,  a c c o r d i n g  to Drmsby, " t h e y  

became t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  t h e  world,**b b u t  t h e  m i l l  " c o u l d  compare  

w i t h  t h e  w o r l d *  s L a r g e s t  a i l l s ,  n 7  

In tproveoaents  a t  a c o s t  o f  o v e r  $500,000 n o t  o n l y  i n c r e a s e d  

the p r o d u c t i v e  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  m i l l  b u t  a l s o  e x p a n d e d  t h e  

s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  to  t h e  r e s i d e n t  u o r t f o r c e ,  U i t h  450 a c r e s  o f  

l a n d  o b t a i n e d  t o  b u i l d  a town d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  m i l l ,  * F r a s e r  

H i l l s  now o f f e r e d  a s t o r e  w i t h  a communi ty  h a l l  b u i l t  o n  t h e  

s e c o n d  f loor ,  a p o s t  o f f i c e  a n d  a r a i l w a y  s t a t i o n  w i t h  r e s i d e n t  

a g e n t , T h e  r e s i d e n c e  of a  former manager  s e r v e d  a s  a h o s p i t a l ,  

v i t h  a N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r  d o c t o r  i n  d a i l y  a t t e n d a n c e ,  t S i l 1 w o r k e r s  

p a i d  f o r  s u c h  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  manner  o f  a  company 

town. A h o s p i t a l  fee was l e v i e d  d i r e c t l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  p a y r o l l  

o f f i c e  a s  Mere a n y  c h a r g e s  made a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t o r e ,  r e n t  

p a y m e n t s  a n d ,  l a t e r ,  payments f o r  l o t s  a n d  building supplies- By 

1908 a b o u t  t w e n t y  e m p l o y e e s g  homes h a d  b e e n  b u i l t ,  s e r v i c e d  v i t h  

e l e c t r i c i t y  s u p p l i e d  b y  t h e  n i l l ,  R e s i d e n c e s  for  t h e  m a n a g e r s  

u e r e  set o f f  somewhat  f rom t h e  millsite a l o n g  the n o r t h e r n  

p e r i a e t e r  of P r a s e r  flills.9 The B r i t i s h  C o l a m b i a n  r e p o r t e d :  

----------------- 
S S t e u a r t ,  " E a r l y  D a y ~ , ~  p. 27. 

' S t e w a r t ,  " E a r l y  Days ,"  p. 15, 

8 B r i t i s h  -._,-, ,--, C o l u m b i a n  J u n e  20,1908,  

QThe c o m n u n i t y  became F r a s e r  n i P l s  f o r m a l l y  i n  1 9 1 3 , b u t  t o o k  t h e  
name some years e a r l i e r ,  



F a r  u p  t h e  h i l l  n o r t h  o f  t h e  t o w n  a n d  o p e n i n g  o n  t o  t h e  
P i t t  R i v e r  Road is t h e  m a g n i f i c e n t  r e s i d e n c e  b u i l t  b y  
t h e  company  f o r  t h e  m a n a g e r ,  Mr. a o g e r s  a n d  h i s  f a a i l y ,  
It is a n  i d e a l  home p r a c t i c a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d  
f u r n i s h e d  in e x c e l l e n t  t as te  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of 
Hrs, R o g e r s ,  who h a s  n o t  o v e r l o o k e d  a c o s y  d e n  f o r  t h e  
master of t h e  h o u s e ,  1 0  

c l u s t e r e d  close t o  the m i l l ,  a n d  m e r i t i n g  a s t a r k e r  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  

were a " c o l o n y  of bunk  h o u s e s ,  H i n d u  homes ,  J a p a n e s e  h o u s e s  a n d  

s e p a r a t e  q u a r t e r s  for t h e  w h i t e  men .n l l  

O v e r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  wou ld  b e  g r e a t l y  

e x p a n d e d ,  A d d i t i o n a l  homes  b u i l t  b y  t h e  c o m p a n y  b r o u g h t  t h e  

number  of f a a i l y  d w e l l i n g s  to a t  l e a s t  t h i r t y ,  1 2  By 1909 o n l y  

s e v e n t y - f i v e  of t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o u r  h u n d r e d  m i l l w o r k e r s  l i v e d  

o u t s i d e  F r a s e r  Plills,l3 A h o t e l  was b u i l t  o n e  yea r  l a te r ,  w i t h  

n i n e t y  s l e e p i n g  r o o m s  c a p a b l e  of a c c o m m o d a t i n g  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  

p e r s o n s ,  Thus a l a o s t  t h e  e n t i r e  w o r k f o r c e  l i v e d  a n d  l a b o u r e d  

w i t h i n  t h e  c o a p a n y ' s  s p h e r e ,  o t h e r  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o n m u n i t y  

i n c l u d e d  a b a r b e r  s h o p ,  p o o l r o o m ,  b a k e r y ,  b u t c h e r  s h o p  a n d  s h o e  

store, a l l  owned a n d  o p e r a t e d  b y  t h e  company-  P r a s e r  I•÷illst 

f o u n d a t i o n  was well l a i d  b y  1910, T h e  town  o f f e r e d  a n  O p e r a  

H o u s e  f o r  c u l t u r a l  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  e v e n t s ,  a c o n s t a b u l a r y  of 

f o u r  to k e e p  t h e  p e a c e ,  and a Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  t o  s e r v e  t h e  

f a i t h f u  1. 

--- --------------- 
l o B r i t i s h  C o l u r s b i a n ,  J u n e  20, 1908,  

1 2 T v e n t y  e m p l o y e e  r e s i d e n c e s  a re  m e n t i o n e d  i n  1908,  f i v e  were 
u n d e r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h a t  y e a r  a n d  i n  1910 f i v e  Bore were b e i n g  
b u i l t ,  I b id , ,  p ,  18,  

1 3 I b i d , ,  p. 2 0 -  



T h e  s p u r t  of d e v e l o p m e n t  a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s  h a d  been c a r e f u l l y  

p l a n n e d  a n d  o r c h e s t r a t e d  by PIcRae a n d  his c o l l e a g u e s .  I n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  m a i n t a i n i n g  t i g h t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  w o r k e r s s  

e n v i r o n m e n t  t h e  company was u n w i l l i n g  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  

of its w o r k f o r c e  t o  chance ,  a s  had  t h e  f o r m e r  owner,  Lester 

David ,  E v i d e n t l y  O r i e n t a l  c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r  l a r g e l y  e n s u r e d  t h e  : 

m i l l ' s  o p e r a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  1909,when u o r k e r s  r e c r u i t e d  f r o m  

E a s t e r n  Canada  b e g a n  t o  a r r i v e ,  O r i e n t a l  l a b o u r ,  however ,  h a d  

become a t h o r n y  i s s u e  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u ~ b i a  b y  1908. I n  Rash 

F o r  S p o i l s ,  M a r t i n  Robin  n o t e s  t h a t  a t  t h i s  time w e x c l u s i o n i s t  -- 
s e n t i m e n t  rose t o  h y s t e r i c a l  h e i g h t s  i n  t h e  face o f  e s c a l a t i n g  

i r a t i g r a t i o n  f r o m  I n d i a  a n d  Japan-Wl4 T h e  1907 riots i n  

Vancouver ,  w h i c h  f o l l o w e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  a s i a t i c  E x c l u s i o n  

League,  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  v i o l e n t l y  racist c u r r e n t s  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  s o c i e t y  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d -  O r i e n t a l  l a b o u r  was 

b o t h  a b l e s s i n g  a n d  a  curse to  t h e  m a n a g e r s  o f  F r a s e r  R i v e r  

S a w m i l l s ,  R h i l e  t h e  m a n a g e a e n t  g a v e  l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  p o p u l a r  

c r y  f o r  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  O r i e n t a l  l a b o u r ,  i t  would r e m a i n  a n  

i h p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t  of t h e  l a b o u r  force t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  F i r s t  

World War a n d  i n t e r w a r  p e r i o d s ,  

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  P r a s e r  R i v e r  Sawai l l s  t h a t  "no 

mongol ian  l a b o u r  (would)  b e  u s e d , * ' l s  a n d  a c l a u s e  i n  a c o n t r a c t  

w i t h  t h e  N e w  W e s t n i n s t e r  C o u n c i l  a n d  B o a r d  of T r a d e  s t a t i n g  t h a t  

------------------ 
" H a r t i n  R o b i n ,  The gash gar s o i l s  ( T o r o n t o :  R c C l e l l a n d  E 
Stewart Ltd,, 1972) .  p. 105, 

tsCompany spokesraan q u o t e d  i n  S t e w a r t ,  * E a r l y  Days," p- 6- 



t h e  m i l l  would #employ  n o t  less t h a n  1 0 0  v h i t e  men,n16 the 

company d i d  use Eas t  I n d i a n  a n d  J a p a n e s e  labour- I n  1 9 0 6  a t  

l e a s t  f i f t y  E a s t  I n d i a n  w o r k e r s  were employed  by t h e  m i l l ,  1 7  

L e s s  t h a n  a  y e a r  l a t e r  management c l a i m e d  t h a t  " t h e y  h a d  o n e  

h u n d r e d  t w e n t y  H i n d u s  work ing  a t  t h e  m i l l  a n d  d i d  n o t  know g u i t e  

wha t  they would  d o  w i t h o u t  them b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  o t h e r  

h e l p . " l e  Tn 1 9 0 8 , v i t n e s s e . s  a p p e a r i n g  before t h e  R o y a l  Com~l i i s s ion  

t o  Inquir_e &q&p && a e t h o d s  by which  O r i e n t a l  L a b o u r e r s  h a v e  -- 
b e e n  I n d u c e d  to cqae to C a n a d a  estimated t h a t  " t h e r e  were 1 5 0  --- --- 
Hindus e m p l o y e d  a t  Fraser R i v e r  Sawmills L td ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  2 0  aaa 

30 w h i t e  laen.Wl9 T h e  company ' s  p a y r o l l  r e c o r d s  f o r  t h a t  y e a r  

show t h a t  t h i r t e e n  C h i n e s e ,  t w e n t y - s e v e n  J a p a n e s e  a n d  

s i x t y - t h r e e  Eas t  I n d i a n s  worked a t  t h e  mill, A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

R o y a l  C o ~ m i s s i o n ,  t h e  wages of t h e  E a s t  I n d i a n  w o r k e r s  had 

d r o p p e d  i n  1907 f r o a  $1,50 to $1-25  a d a y  " b e c a u s e  t h e  numbers  

of O r i e n t a l s  a p p l y i n g  f o r  employment  were i n c r e a s i n g - * 2 0  hnd 

i n d e e d  bp t h i s  time s u b s t a n t i a l  J a p a n e s e  a s  well as  Eas t  I n d i a n  

p o p u l a t i o n s  l i v e d  a t  H i l l s i d e ,  i n  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  e t h n i c  

1 7 Z b i d , , p ,  9, Stewart ci tes a n  a r t i c l e ,  from t h e  B r i t i s h  
C_olumbian of A p r i l  10,1906 u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g  " d i l l s i d e  H i n d u s  
S c o r n  P i c k  a n d  S h o v e l , #  a r e f e r e n c e  t o  a d i s p u t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  men 
a n d  management,  

1 Wompany s p o k e s ~ a n  q u o t e d  i n  Ibid, ,p. 11, 



c o m m u n i t i e s  s e g r e g a t e d  from t h e  w h i t e  w o r k e r s ,  2' 

L i k e  i t s  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  the C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  Lumber  Company 

c o u l d  n o t  e l i m i n a t e  O r i e n t a l  l a b o u r  w i t h o u t  i n c r e a s i n g  w a g e s  a n d  

u p g r a d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  a t t r a c t  an a l l -  w h i t e  w o r k f o r c e .  To  s o m e  

e x t e n t  t h e s e  eaoves h a d  b e e n  made  b y  1909, v i t h  p l a n s  u n d e r w a y  t o  

p r o v i d e  a n  a t t r a c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  O r i e n t a l  l a b o u r  by 

i m p o r t i n g  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e i r  famil ies  f r o m  

E a s t e r n  C a n a d a - B u t  O r i e n t a l  l a b o u r  r e m a i n e d  a f e a t a r e  of t h e  

m i l l ' s  w o r k f o r c e ,  t h e r e f o r e  i t  seems r e a s o n a b l e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  

a s  B,C, ' s  r a c i a l  t e n s i o n  a b a t e d  so d i d  t h e  c o m p a n y t s  c o n c e r n  

v i t h  the ' O r i e n t a l  l a b o u r  p r o b l e m 8 .  

T h e  g e n e s i s  of t h e  p l a n  t o  b r i n g  i n  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  

l u a b e r - w o r k e r s  i s  n o t  known p r e c i s e l y ,  G l e n  Cowley  s u g g e s t s  i n  

h i s  s t u d y  o f  t h e  F r e n c f r C a n a d i a n  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  B-C, ' s  e a r l y  

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  HcRae % a n t e d  t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n s  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  v a l u e  a s  e m p l o y e e s  w i t h  t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n a l  

s k i l l  a n d  t h e i r  r e p u t e d  d o c i l e  n a t u r e a W 2 2  T h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  

d o u b t l e s s  e x a g g e r a t e d  v i e w  of t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  workman was 

e c h o e d  by h i s t o r i a n  A . R , M ,  t o w e r  i n  1936, The F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  

l u m b e r w o r k e r  was: 

re l iab le ,  d o c i l e ,  c h e e r f u l ,  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  c h e a p -  H e  h a d  
a p r i d e  o f  c a l l i n g ,  a low s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g  a n d  a n  
a u t h o r i t a r i a n  t y p e  of s o c i e t y  b e h i n d  him t o  k e e p  h im 
c o n t e n t e d  w i t h  h i s  lo t ,  O n  t h e  c h e a p  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  l a b o r  - ---------------- 

*lStewart,  n E a r l y  Days," p, 17- 

* z G l e n  Cowley,"In The Pake  O f  T h e  V o y a g e u r s :  A S t u d y  of the 
F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  from 1793-1962,H ( r e s e a r c h  
essay, D e p a r t m e n t  o f  G e o g r a p h y ,  S i m o n  F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  19731, 
p,  105. 



o f  t h e  F rench-Canad ian  - r a r e l y  d i d  h e  r i s e  from t h e  
r a n k s  - t h e  f o r e s t s  of Canada,,  , h a d  b e e n  e x p l o i t e d .  2 3  

W i t h  t h e s e  a s c r i b e d  a t t r i b u t e s ,  a s  well a s  p r i o r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  

t h e  l u m b e r  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  l a b o u r  

m u s t  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  a n  i d e a l  s o l u t i o n  to  t h e  company 's  l a b o u r  

p r o  blers s. 

Two company r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  were s e n t  East  by  t h e  C-W.L.C,: 

T h e o d o r e  T h e r e u x ,  t h e  n i g h t  watchman a t  t h e  p l a n t ,  a n d  F a t h e r  

O g B o y l e ,  a n  Ob la t e  C u r e  f r o m  a N e w  V e s t m i n s t e r  p a r i s h ,  The f irst  

r e c r u i t m e n t  i n  1909 v a s  s u c c e s s f u l ,  T h e r e u x  a n d  O g B o p l e  r e t u r n e d  

i n  e a r l y  1910  t o  r e c r u i t  a s e c o n d  g r o u p ,  The p l a n  t o  i m p o r t  

F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  l a b o u r  n o t  o n l y  s e r v e d  t h e  i a m e d i a t e  i n t e r e s t s  

of t h e  C,W,L,C, a n d  BcRae, i t  a l s o  h e l d  a p p e a l  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  

l e a d e r s  a n d  Roman C a t h o l i c  c l e r g y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia ,  I n  a 1910 

le t ter  t o  P r e m i e r  Richard B c B r i d e ,  T h e r e u x  r e p o r t e d  t h e  

c a m p a i g n ' s  s u c c e s s  a n d  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  " i n  v iew of f u r t h e r  

e n c o u r a g e m e n t  your k i n d  g r a n t  o f  a few months  a g o  be 

supp1emented .n  T h e r e a r  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  " p r e s e n c e  of 

an o f f i c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a g e n t  e i t h e r  a t  t h e  Coast o r  i n  H o n t r e a l  

o r  e v e n  better i n  t h e  N e w  E n g l a n d  s t a t e s ,  U I S , A , H  would 

f a c i l i t a t e  a n y  e f f o r t s  t o  d i r e c t  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  l a b o u r  

westward.  2' 

O b v i o u s l y  t h e  scheme had r e c e i v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  i n  

p o l i t i c a l  circles, T h e  p r o p o s e d  e m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  F r e n c h  Canada ----------------- 
2 3 & . 3 - H ,  Lower,The N o r t h  Amer ican  Assaalg on && C a n a d i s  F o r e s t  
( T o r o n t o :  R y e r s o n ,  1 9 3 8 ) ,  p-  189, 

2+P,A.B,C,, H c B r i d e  P a p e r s ,  G R  441 ,  Box 39, P i l e  1, L e t t e r  372, 
T h e o i l o r e  T h e r e u x  t o  R i c h a r d  McBride ,  J u n e  1, 19  10, 



c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  l a r g e r  terms t h a n  m e r e l y  b r i n g i n g  w o r k e r s  o u t  t o  

F r a s e r  R i l l s ,  F a t h e r  OIBoyle ,  l i k e  T h e r e u x , c l e a r l y  saw t h e  

movement v e s t  i n  a  w i d e r  p e r s p e c t i v e , a s  shown by h i s  s t a t e m e n t :  

"we want  t h e s e  men t o  t u r n  west i n s t e a d  o f  s o u t h , " * s  F o r  B r i t i s h  

C o l u a b i a n s  t h e  p l a n  t o  i m p o r t  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  l a b o u r  p r e s e n t e d  a  

p a r t i a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  c a u s e d  b y  O r i e n t a l  i m m i g r a t i o n ,  

u h i l e  t h e  Roman C a t h o l i c  C l e r g y ,  i n  8 ,  C, a t  leas t ,  saw i t  a s  a  

p o s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  U, S , m i g r a t i o n ,  26 

A 1  t h o u g h  t h e  o n l y  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a  n communi ty  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

3.C- t h r o u g h  C,W.L,C, d e s i g n  was  t h e  conamunity a t  P r a s e r  H i l l s ,  

t h e r e  had  b e e n  s o a e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a s i m i l a r  e x p e r i m e n t  i n  

Golden ,  t o  s u p p l y  l a b o u r  t o  t h e  C o l u m b i a  ~ i v e r  Lumber Coapany,  a 

C ,  W-L-C, s u b s i d i a r y -  Also, some i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p l a n  h a d  b e e n  

gen  e r a t e d  among l u  a b e r ~ e n  i n  t h e  N e l s o n  area, T h e  o p p o r t n n i t i e s  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  l u m b e r w o r k e r s  were a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  E a s t ,  b u t  

a c t i v e  r e c r u i t m e n t  was n e v e r  c a r r i e d  o u t - 2 7  V h i l e  o t h e r  p o c k e t s  

o f  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  B,C, c a n  be i d e n t i f i e d ,  n o n e  

were as  s u b s t a n t i a l  o r  e n d u r i n g  a s  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  p l a n n e d  

----------------- 
z s g u o t e d  i n  J .  B, Stewart, V r e n c h -  C a n a d i a n  S e t t l e m e n t  i n  
B r i t i s h  Co lursb ian  ( 8  A Thesis, U-3, C, 1956), p- 54, 

2 6 T h e  s e n t i m e n t s  of t h e  B, C, c l e r g y  were n o t  e c h o e d  in Quebec-  
F o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  of the a t t i t u d e s  o f  Quebec  c l e r g y  t o w a r d s  
m i g r a t i o n  wes tward ,  see A,-PJ, L a l o n d e ,  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  du 
Q u e b e c  et l a  m i g r a t i o n  d e s  C a n a d i e n s  f r a n c a i s  v e r s  l l O u e s t  
c a n a d i a n ,  l87O-l93O, Bewue d *  h i s t o i r e  qg l ' a m e r i g u e  f r a n c a i s e ,  
X X X I I ,  2(1979) 163-185. Whi le  s u c h  l a i g r a t i o n  v a s  s e e n  a s  
p r e f e r a b l e  t o  a i g r a t i o n  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e  Q u e b e c  c l e r g y  
p r e f e r r e d  t h a t  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n s  r e a a i n  i n  Quebec ,  o r  m i g r a t e  t o  
O n t a r i o .  

2 7 s  tewart, "French-Canad ian  S e t t l e l a e n t ,  p- 55. 



c o m n u n i t y  a t  a n d  a d j o i n i n g  P r a s e r  H i l l s ,  

I n  i t s  e f f o r t s  t o  s e c u r e  P r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  l a b o n r ,  t h e  

C.W,L.C, made t h e  Dove west a s  a t t r a c t i v e  as  p o s s i b l e ,  T h e r e u x  

and  O I B o y l e  o f f e r e d  t h e  men wages  o f  two d o l l a r s  p e r  day ,  a n d  

a r r a n g e d  r a i l  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  t h e a  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a t  

r e a s o n a b l e  rates, Working t h r o u g h  t h e  ~ a r i s h  p r i e s t s  o f  

F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  e a s t e r n  O n t a r i o  a n d  Q u e b e c ,  

O 'Boyle  a n d  T h e r e a x  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  company *s  p r o p o s a l  a t  m e e t i n g s  

held i n  c h u r c h  b a s e m e n t s  and  p a r i s h  h a l l s ,  Ren v e r e  r e c r u i t e d  

f r o m  S h e r b r o o k e ,  Q u e b e c  C i t y ,  H o n t r e a l  a n d  Hull i n  Q u e b e c  a n d  

R o c k l a n d  o n  t h e  O n t a r i o  s i d e  o f  t h e  O t t a w a  V a l l e y *  I n  S e p t e ~ b e r  

1909, 166 *asonls*s, a s  T h e r e u x  wrote t o  l i c B r i d e ,  c a a e  west 

a c c o m p a n i e d  by F a t  h e r  O v  B o y l a  They v e r e  f 011 owed e i g h t  months  

l a t e r  b y  a f u r t h e r  219 F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s ,  2 8  

O f  t h e  men who a r r i v e d  i n  1909, j u s t  under t h i r t y  p e r c e n t  

were m a r r i e d  a n d  mos t  of t h e  m a r r i e d  men were a c c o m p a n i e d  by 

t h e i r  famil ies ,  T h e  a v e r a g e  number of c h i l d r e n  i n  e a c h  family  

was t h r e e  a n d  a h a l f ,  v i t h  o n e  f a m i l y  h a v i n g  a s  many as ten.  The 

f a m i l y  men p r o v e d  t o  b e  t h e  mos t  rel iable,  f o r  w i t h i n  f o u r  

m o n t h s  a  number  of t h e  s i n g l e  men h a d  moved on-29  T h e  c o n t i n g e n t  

of 1910 h a d  a f a r  h i g h e r  i n c i d e n c e  o f  l a a r r i e d  men ( 6 8 X ) ,  

a l t h o u g h  many o f  them came u n a c c o m p a n i e d  by t h e i r  faai l ies ,  In 

----------I----- 

2 a R c B r i d e  P a p e r s ,  T h e r e u x  t o  BcBride, J u n e  1, 1910,hlL 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  the i n i t i a l  c o l o n i s t s  is t a k e n  f r o m  a list of 
c o l o n i s t s  a n d  t h e i r  famil ies  e n c l o s e d  i n  T h e r e u x s s  l e t t e r  t o  
i?cBri.de, 

2 9 S t e v a r t , * ' E a r l p  Days,  p, 21, 



f a c t ,  t w e n t y - t w o  o f  t h e  t o t a l  o f  f o r t y - n i n e  men came a l o n e  i n  

191 0- One of t h e  o r i g i n a l  c o l o n i s t s  recalls t h a t  many w i v e s  a n d  

c h i l d r e n  s t a y e d  b e h i n d  u n t i l  a p r o p e r  h o u s e  c o u l d  be b u i l t - 3 0  

The r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  a a r r i e d  men would h a v e  s e r v e d  a  d u a l  p u r p o s e  

f o r  t h e  C-Y-L-C,  Not  o n l y  would f a m i l y  men b e  more l i k e l y  t o  

r e m a i n  o n  t h e  company p a y r o l l ,  t h e i r  f a e i l i e s  h e l d  t h e  p r o m i s e  

o f  a s e c o n d  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  m i l l  w o r k e r s -  I n d e e d  f o r t y - f  o u r  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  m i l l  i n  1933 c a n  

b e  t r a c e d  b a c k  t o  t h e s e  o r i g i n a l  families, 3 1  T h u s  t h e  C.W. L,C, 

a a n a g e d  t o  p r o c u r e  t h e  s t a b l e  work f o r c e  i t  e n v i s a g e d  when it 

s e n t  i t s  a g e n t s  e a s t  i n  1909, 

T h e i r  move west was i n f l u e n c e d  by more t h a n  o n e  f a c t o r ,  

Lower ' s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  l u m b e r w o r k e r  

s u g g e s t s  a p a s s i v i t y  n o t  w h o l l y  j u s t i f i e d ,  W h i l e  t h e y  d i d  

p r o v i d e  t h e  C - i d - L . C .  w i t h  r e l i a b l e  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  l a b o u r ,  t h e y  

v e r e  h a r d l y  d o c i l e  s h e e p  t o  be h e r d e d  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y .  H o s t  

o f  t h e  Ben were e x p e r i e n c e d  m i l l w o r k e r s  f roar u r b a n  

b a c k g r o u n d s ; m a n y  were s k i l l e d ,  They came t o  t h e  vest coast # n o t  

w i t h  t h e  m e n t a l i t y  o f  s l a v e s , * 3 2  a s  o n e  l o n g  t i a e  r e s i d e n t  

r e c a l l s ,  b u t  v i t h  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  a n d  e x p e c t a t i o n s  

of a n  i i s p r o v e d  s t a n d a r d  o f  1 i v i n g . B ~  1909 t h e  l u m b e r  i n d u s t r y  i n  

c e n t r a l  C a n a d a  h a d  e n t e r e d  a p e r i o d  of d e c l i n e ,  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  

30 I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  J e a n - B a p t i s t e  D e c a i r e ,  J a n u a r y  12 ,1979-  
V a n c o u v e r  O r a l  H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t .  

J l M c B r i d e  P a p e r s ,  T h e r e u x  t o  HcBri.de, J u n e  1 ,  1910, 

J z T n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Leo  C a n u e l ,  H a r c h  28, 1972, S-F- % L i b r a r y ,  



i m m i g r a t i o n  boom o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 s  h a d  i n t r o d u c e d  a new s o u r c e  of 

c h e a p  l a b o u r  t o  E a s t e r n  c a p i t a  lists. 3 3  T h u s  t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  

L u m b e r w o r k e r s  were r e c e p t i v e  t o  t h e  e n v o y s  s e n t  b y  t h e  C,W,L,C,  

T h e  fores ts  o f  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  h a d  y e t  t o  b e  f u l l y  e x p l o i t e d ,  

a n d  t h e  s k i l l s  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  were 

sorely n e e d e d ,  

As well a s  h a v i n g  a more a d v a n t a g e o u s  l a b o u r  m a r k e t ,  

B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  o f f e r e d  b o t h  a f-ar more a t t r a c t i v e  c l imate  a n d  

t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p u l l  o f  t h e  f r o n t i e r -  The F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  who 

a t t e n d e d  t h e  m e e t i n g s  l i s t e n e d  t o  0 * B o y l e ' s  a n d  T h e r e u x s s  

p r o m i s e  of s t e a d y  w o r k  a t  d e c e n t  w a g e s ,  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  l i s t e n e d  

t o  m e m b e r s  of t h e i r  own c o m m u n i t y  w i t h  p e r s o n a l  k n o w l e d g e  of 

c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  west, A few who h a d  v i s i t e d  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  

s p o k e  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  of t h e  p r o s p e c t s .  One  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  

c o l o n i s t s  r e c a l l e d  t h e  first r e c r u i  t a e n t  m e e t i n g  h e l d  i n  H u l l ,  

Q u e b e c :  

t h e  b a s e m e n t  of t h e  c h u r c h  was v e r y  c r o v d e d  a n d  r i g h t  
a w a y  my d a d  g o t  u p  a n d  a s k e d  i f  h e  c o u l d  h a v e  t h e  
f l o o r , , , a n d  h e  s a i d  "Look,  f o l k s ,  I been i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y  
b e f o r e  a n d  i t 's  a w o n d e r f u l  c o u n t r y . , , I ' m  t a k i n g  my boys 
t h e r e  b e c a u s e  h e r e  i t s s  j u s t  a c i t y  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  w o r k  
i n  t h e  c i t y  a n d  o v e r  t h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  a b e t t e r  c h a n c e , = *  

I t  is l i k e l y  t h a t  many o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  a t t r a c t e d  t o  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a  w o u l d  h a v e  t u r n e d  o t h e r w i s e  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  One 

w o r k e r  who h a d  h e a r d ,  w h i l e  i n  Ottawa, o f  t h e  y o u n g  c o m m u n i t y  a t  

33As  L o w e r  n o t e s ,  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  were t h r o w n  i n t o  
c o m p e t i t i o r  w i t h  i m a i g r a n t  w o r k e r s  who " f u r n i s h e d  a s t i l l  
c h e a p e r  s o u r c e  of l a b o u r , "  Lower,=,  c&tz, p ,  191.. 

34Decaire i n t e r v i e u ,  J a n u a r y  12,  1972. 



F r a s e r  X i l l s  worked  b r i e f l y  i n  n i c h i g a n  b e f o r e  moving h i s  f a m i l y  

o u t  t o  R . C , J s  

When t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  families a r r i v e d  a t  P r a s e r  H i l l s ,  

a f t e r  w h a t  must h a v e  b e e n  a g r u e l l i n g  t r i p ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  t h o s e  

w i t h  l a r g e  famil ies ,  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  r e a c t i o n  of many vas  

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t ,  One of t h e  c o l o n i s t s  recal ls ,  n i t  was s o  

p r i m i t i v e , , ,  w e  h a d  t o  s t a y  o v e r  t h e  s tore  f o r  a f e w  w e e k s  a n d  

a l l  u e  had was a  two-room c a b i n  t o  lltove i n t o , , , v e  s t a y e d  down 

t h e r e  f o r  a b o u t  a p e a r , *  J s T h e  C,U,L,C, h a d  b u i l t  a  n u a b e r  of 

h o u s e s  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i s t s ,  b u t  t h e s e  v e r e  n o t  a d e q u a t e  t o  s h e l t e r  

e v e r y o n e .  I n  f a c t ,  when t h e  s e c o n d  g r o u p  a r r i v e d  i n  1910, aanp 

of t h e  f a m i l i e s  v e r e  f o r c e d  t o  s h a r e  a c c o ~ m o d a t i o n l B u t  t h e  

c o a p a n y  d i d  p r e s e n t  t h e  men w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p u r c h a s e  

l a n d  a t  a r e a s o n a b l e  p r i c e ,  a n d  it a l s o  s u p p l i e d  good q u a l i t y  

l u m b e r  a t  cost, P r i o r  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s ,  

t h e  C,V,L,C, h a d  a r r a n g e d  p u r c h a s e  of L o t  P o r t y - S i x ,  District of 

C o q u i t l a m ,  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h e r n  s i d e  of P i t t  R i v e r  Road, The 

C,W,L,C, made t h i s  l a n d  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  w o r k e r s  

f o r  p u r c h a s e ,  The n e x t  few y e a r s  saw much of t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  

p o p u l a t i o n  g r a d u a l l y  move o u t  o f  t h e  t o w n s i t e  a t  P r a s e r  Bills t o  

form a c o m s u n i t y  known a s  f l a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  naaed a f t e r  their first 

p a r i s h  p r i e s t ,  

----------------- 
J s I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  H e r c u l e s  L a m o u r e u x , A p r i l  25, 7972, Vancouver  
Oral H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t -  



T h e  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  

C a n a d i a n s  r e n a i n e d  i n t a c t  i n  t h e  new c o m m u n i t y ,  T h e  f i rs t  

c h u r c h ,  H o t r e  Dame d e  L o u r d e s ,  was b u i l t  i n  1909, A l t h o u g h  i t  

s o o n  b u r n e d  d o w n , n o t  t o  be r e b u i l t  u n t i l  1913 ,  s e r v i c e s  

c o n t i n u e d  i n  t h e  c o m a u n i t y  c e n t e r .  T h e  C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h  was o n e  

i m p o r t a n t  f oca l  point f o r  t h e  c o m a u n i t y ,  E a r l y  p h o t o g r a p h s  s h o w  

t h e  p a r i s h i o n e r s  g a t h e r e d  for  t h e  P r o c e s s i o n  of t h e  B l e s s e d  

S a c r e n e n t ,  H o u s e s  were d e c o r a t e d ,  the g r a v e l  was r a k e d  o f f  t h e  

s i d e w a l k s  a n d  the c h i l d r e n  were  t u r n e d  o u t  i n  t h e i r  f i n e s t  t o  

make t h e i r  f i r s t  communion, 3 7  C h r i s t m a s  was c e l e b r a t e d  by t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  r e v e i l f o n s ,  a n d  c o n s u s n a t i o n  of m a r r i a g e s  was 

f r u s t r a t e d  b y  the C h i v a r e e ,  when  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  a n  

a l l  n i g h t  a f f a i r  with food, d r i n k s  a n d  d a n c i n g - 3 8  A t  t h e  a n n u a l  

p i c n i c  a t  B o o t h ' s  farm " e v e r y b o d y  of t h e  t o w n  ased t o  show 

up,n39 Soc ia l  p a r t i e s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  t h e  c h u r c h  g r o u p  a s  well a s  

c a r d  p a r t i e s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  d a n c e s  o c c u p i e d  t h e  l e i s u r e  time of 

t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  a n d  one  r e s i d e n t  recalls, H t h a  tss  wha t  k e p t  

u s  t o g e t h e r , " * O  

T h e  c o h e s i v e n e s s  of t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  c o m a u n i t y  was also 

marked  by a s t r o n g  k i n s h i p  n e t w o r k ,  Uhen o n e  c o l o n i s t  t o o k  h i s  

J f a m i l y  of s i x  g i r l s  a n d  o n e  b o y  t o  board t h e  t r a i n  i n  Q u e b e c  

38 I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Omera P a r e ,  A p r i l  12, 1972, V a n c o u v e r  O r a l  
H i s t o r y  P r o j e c t ,  

39 L a ~ o u r e u x  i n t e r v i e u ,  A p r i l  25,  1972,  

4 0  Decaire i n t e r v i e w ,  J a n u a r y  12,  1972, 



City, F a t h e r  0 8 B o y l e  p r o t e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  company was l o o k i n g  f o r  

b o y s ,  n o t  g i r l s .  T h e  f a the r  r e s ~ o n d e d  p r o p h e t i c a l l y ,  " w e l l ,  

y o u ' l l  h a v e  to h a v e  g i r l s  t o  a a r r y  t h e  b o y s  y o u ' r e  b r i n g i n g  i n  

there, s o  I ' m  g ~ i n g , ~ e l  The f a m i l i e s  i n t e r m a r r i e d  e x t e n s i v e l y ,  

T a b l e  I shows  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  l i n k s  b y  m a r r i a g e  i n  t h e  

communi ty  b e t w e e n  191 1 a n d  1931, The P a r e  f a t a i l y  became l i n k e d  

by n t a r r i a g e  t o  t w e n t y - s e v e n  o t h e r  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a c  families i n  

H a i l l a r d v i l l e .  ** The  famil ies  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  P a r e s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e  

t h e  A l l a r d s ,  a l s o  i n t e r m a r r i e d  v i t h i n  t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  

community,  The A l l a rds  were l i n k e d  by m a r r i a g e  to eight o t h e r  

F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  families,  I n  a s m a l l  communi ty  l i k e  F r a s e r  

!!if ls/H a i l l a r d v i l l e  s u c h  b o n d s  r e i n f o r c e d  s o c i a l  c o h e s i v e n e s s ,  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  many o f  t h e  famil ies  w h i c h  came West i n  1909 a n d  

1910 p r o b a b l y  were a l r e a d y  r e l a t e d ,  

A l t h o u g h  the F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  communi ty  d i d  e s t a b l i s h  itself 

o u t s i d e  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of F r a s e r  Flills, it r e a a i n e d  h i g h l y  

d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  m i l l ,  Whi le  a c t u a l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  

b o u n d a r i e s  o f  C o q n i t l a m ,  H a i l l a r d v i l l e  was more c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  

t o  F r a s e r  R i l l s ,  B o t h  l o t s  a n d  l u m b e r  f o r  homes b u i l t  i n  

P l a i l l a r d v i l l e  were p u r c h a s e d  f r o m  t h e  C.M.L-C, P r a s e r  H i l l s  a n d  

M a i l l a r d v i l l e  were f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  o n e  community 

a n d  t h e  m i l l  was t h e  o n l y  major e m p l o y e r  f o r  area r e s i d e n t s ,  

V i r t u a l l y  a l l  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  m i l l ,  

---------------- 
4tDecaire i n t e r v i e u ,  J a n u a r y  12, 1972, 

*+It must  b e  k e p t  i n  mind t h a t  o n e  m a r r i a g e  a c t u a l l y  l i n k s  f o u r  
f a a i l i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  two, 
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a l t h o u g h  i n  t i n e  s h o p s  and  s e r v i c e s  d i d  a p p e a r  a l o n g  P i t t  R i v e r  

Road, T h e  c h i l d r e n  cf P r a s e r  H i l l s  a n d  R a i l l a r d v i l l e  a t t e n d e d  

t h e  same s c h o o l s 4 3 ,  t h e  f a m i l i e s  s h a r e d  t h e  same l e i s u r e  

a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  e v e r y o n e  s h o p p e d  a t  t h e  company store which  was 

a l s o  u s e d  a s  t h e  communi ty  c e n t e r ,  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  c o a a u n i t y  h a s  b e e n  t h e  s u b j e c t  

o f  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r ,  i t  must  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  

were d i s t i n c t  East I n d i a n ,  J a p a n e s e  a n d  C h i n e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a t  

Fraser R i l l s ,  The i a p o r t a t i o n  o f  an a l t e r n a t i v e  s o u r c e  o f  l a b o u r  

d i d  n o t  s t o p  t h e  C - L L - C ,  from u t i l i z i n g  O r i e n t a l  l a b o u r ,  I n  

fact, t h e  p r a c t i c e  e s c a l a t e d -  # e n  were b r o u g h t  i n  by 

c o n t r a c t o r s  who h a d  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e i r  wages  a n d  l i v i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s ;  b o t h  were a b y s m a l l y  b e l o w  s t a n d a r d ,  The  E a s t  I n d i a n s  

l i v e d  e a s t  of t h e  S a u m i l l ,  next  t o  t h e  F r a s e r  R i v e r  i n  a  

s h a c k t o v n  most o f t e n  r e m e n b e r e d  fo r  i ts  s t r i k i n g  t e m p l e -  The  

t e a p l e  s e r v e d  a s  a g a t h e r i n g  p l a c e  for  those s h a r i n g  t h e i r  f a i t h  

f r o a  a l l  p a r t s  o f  Vancouver ,  E a r l y  r e s i d e n t s  can recall t h e  
I 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of f u n e r  a 1  p y r e s  f o r  r e l i g i o n s  s e r v i c e s  b e i n g  h e l d  

a t  F r a s e r  llills, 

T h e  C h i n e s e  a n d  J a p a n e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r e  r e m e ~ b e r e d  i n  

g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  by r e s i d e n t s .  They  h a d  t h e i r  own stores a n d  s i x  --------------- 
43The school  a t  e a r l y  W i l l s i d e  was s h o r t - l i v e d ,  A l l  c h i l d r e n  
a t t e n d e d  s c h o o l  i n  C o q u i t l a m ,  

* * P a y r o l l  r e c o r d s ,  C.Y,L,C. 1911- A 1 1  r e c o r d s  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  
W e s t e r n  L a n b e r  Company c i t e d  a re  h e l d  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  p o s s e s s i o n  
of Crown Z e l l e r b a c h  L i r i t e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  C,IJ,L,C, r e c o r d s ,  
Crown Z e l l e r b a c h  h o l d s  many of t h e  a u n i c i p a l  r e c o r d s  o f  F r a s e r  
U i l  ls, B.C, U n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  c i t e d ,  t h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  is t h e  
s o u r c e  of all company a n d  m u n c i p a l  r e c o r d s  r e f e r e n c e d ,  



o r  s e v e n  l a r g e  b o a r d i n g  h o u s e s  w i t h  t e n  t o  t w e n t y  s l e e p i n g  rooms  

i n  e a c h ,  a s  well a s  game r o o m s  a n d  l a r g e  d i n i n g  rooms,*s  The  

C h i n e s e  a r e  m o s t  o f t e n  n o t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d  f o r  t h e i r  

Fan-Tan games a n d  l o p i u m  d e n s l , * s  The  g a m b l i n g  h o u s e  was 

a p p a r e n t l y  r u n  by t h e  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r  c o n t r a c t o r ,  Lim S i n g , 4 7  

t h u s  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  men's wages  would e n d  u p  i n  h i s  p o c k e t ,  

Almost  a l l  t h e  men, East  I n d i a n ,  C h i n e s e  a n d  J a p a n e s e ,  were 

s i n g l e  o r  h a d  l e f t  t h e i r  w i v e s  a n d  famil ies  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  of 

o r i g i n ,  T h e s e  c o i a m u n i t i e s  were still v e r y  much i n  e v i d e n c e  by 

1931 when c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s u p ~ l y  almost o n e - t h i r d  

o f  t h e  m i l l ' s  work f o r c e ,  

F r a s e r  B i l l s  h a s  been z e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a "model  i n d u s t r i a l  

v i l l a g e w  by a u t h o r  G, 1, T a y l o r ,  48  Prom its earliest d a y s  

b u s i n e s s  and  c o a m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  P r a s e r  flilfs a 

s h o w c a s e ,  The  n a t u r e  of t h e  community was d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  1912 

" R e p o r t  t o  t h e  D i r e c t o r s  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  U e s t e r n  Lumber 

Your company g i v e s  v e r y  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  
w e l f a r e  o f  its employee,  Hodern  homes a r e  
p r o v i d e d , ,  , p r o w i s i o n s  a n d  s u p p l i e s  are s o l d  a t  a n o r m a l  
a d v a n c e  o v e r  c o s t ,  a l l  w i t h  a v i e w  o f  ~ a k i n g  t h e  l i v i n g  
e x p e n s e s  of o u r  e m p l o y e e s  less t h a n  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  
P r o v i n c e ,  T h e s e  a d v a n c e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  s t e a d y  ------------------ 

4 s L a a o u r e u x  i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  25, 1972- 

* b A  s u r v e y  of t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbian  d u r i n g  t h e  t w e n t i e s  r e v e a l s  
t h a t  F r a s e r  R i l l s  s e ldo la  made t h e  news u n l e s s  a d r u g  c h a r g e  was  
i n v o l v e d ,  

4 7 ~ e o  C a n a e l ,  g r i t t e n  s u b m i s s i o n ,  J u n e  12, 1980, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
kioodworkers of America, R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l  1. 

4%.  11, T a y l o r ,  'frmber (Vancouver :  J, J, D o o g l a s ,  1975) , p-93-  



employment  a s s u r e d  b y  t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  o p e r a t i o n  o f  y o u r  
m i l l s ,  t h e  p l e a s a n t  s u r r o u n d i n g s  u n d e r  which y o u r  
e m p l o y e e s  work a n d  w i t h  a l l  t h e  communi ty  s p i r i t  
d e v e l o p e d  a t  F r a s e r  Mills - n o t  o n l y  a t t r a c t s  t o  u s  a n d  
g i v e s  u s  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of s e l e c t i n g  t h e  b e s t  men, b u t  
makes it e a s y  f o r  u s  to r e t a i n  the in- , ,Ye h a v e  n o  l a b o r  
t r o u b l e s ,  a  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  o f  c o n t e n t  p r e v a i l s  araong 
t h e  e m p l o y e e s ,  4 9  

T h e  company w a s  n o t  m o t i v a t e d  b y  a l t r n i s m , B g  s u p p l y i n g  h o u s i n g  

a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  o r  making p r o p e r t y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  i ts e m p l o y e e s ,  t h e  

c,W,L,C, e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  men a n d  t h e i r  f ami l ies  

on t h e  m i l l .  T h e  company r e a c h e d  i n t o  a l l  facets of d a i l y  life, 

o p e r a t i n g  a c l u b h o u s e  a n d  c o m a u n i t y  c e n t e r  a s  w e l l  a s  o r g a n i z i n g  

t h e  Circle F d a n c i n g  c l u b  a n d  b a s e b a l l  t e a m  t o  f i l l  t h e i r  

e m p l o y e e s s  leisure h o u r s ,  T h e  company h a d  t i g h t  c o a t r o l  o v e r  

t h e i r  e m p l o y e e s *  b u y i n g  power: a company s t o r e  was a i d e l y  

f a v o u r e d  by e m p l o y e e s ,  a f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y s s  g e o g r a p h i c  

i s o l a t i o n  a n d  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  b u y i n g  o n  c r e d i t  t o w a r d  t h e  e n d  

o f  t h e  month. 5 0  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  company a n d  its 

e m p l o y e e s  were marked by s y ~ b o l i c  g e s t u r e s  i m p l y i n g  c o o p e r a t i o n  

be tween  c a p i t a l  a n d  l a b o u r ,  A t  C h r i s t m a s  e v e r y  n i a r r i e d  man would 

b e  g i v e n  a t u r k e y ;  i n  r e t u r n  t h e  men v o u l d  p r e s e n t  g i f t s  to t h e  

g e n e r a l  n a n a g e r ,  w h o , a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbian,  "was 

g r a t i f i e d  t o  knov t h a t  s u c h  a f e e l i n g  o f  harlaony e x i s t e d  b e t w e e n  
-mu-------------- 

*gl*Repor t  to t h e  Directors of t h e  C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  Lnraber 
Company," F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e n t e n t  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  Lumber 
C o ~ ~ p a n y ,  1912, 

s o s h o p p i n g  i n  N e w  l i e s t m i n s t e r  gas a n  n o u t i n g w  and  "taost o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  u s e d  t o  d o  a l l  t h e i r  s h o ~ p l n g  a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t o r e , , , t h e y  
u s e d  t o  buy o n  c r e d i t , , . a n d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  payday  p a r t  of t h e  
c h e q u e  was g o n e  fcr g r o e e r i e ~ . ~  Lamoureux i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  25, 
1972, 



him a n d  t h e  men.*sl Y e t  t h i s  " ~ l o d e l  i n d u s t r i a l  v i l l a g e n  w i t h  its 

" f e e l i n g  o f  h a r m o n y H  w o u l d  n o t  l o n g  e n j o y  s u c h  o r g a n i c  u n i t y .  By 

193 1 t h e  o n l y  unity which r e m a i n e d  s e r v e d  t o  p o l a r i z e  t h e  

workmen a n d  management, The v c r k e r s  e n g a g e d  t h e  company i n  a 

b i t te r ,  d r a  wn-out s t r u g g l e  o v e r  wages,  h o u r s ,  u n i o n  r e c o g n i t i o n  

a n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  decent l i v i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  A t h r e e  

month s t r i k e  b r o u g h t  w o r k e r s  of a l l  e t h n i c i t i e s  t o g e t h e r ,  u n i t e d  

b e h i n d  common i n t e r e s t s ,  



11, T h e  F l o r k f o r c e  o n  t h e  Eve of t h e  Strike 

T h e  i rnmedia tb  c a u s e s  of t h e  l a b o u r  u n r e s t  o f  1931 l a y  i n  

d e t e r i o r a t i n g  l a b o u r  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  o f  

t h e  Lumber B o r k e r s  I n d u s t r i a l  Union, P e t  b o t h  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  were 

p r e s e n t  a t  o t h e r  Lower H a i n l a n d  sawmills d u r i n g  t h e  s a m e  p e r i o d ,  

On1 y  a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s  d i d  l a b o u r  u n r e s t  become l a b o u r  p r o t e s t  

f o c u s d e d  t h r o u g h  s t r i k e  a c t i o n ,  It t h e r e f o r e  seems l i k e l y  t h a t  

t h e  c o m m u n i t y ~ s  i n t e r n a l  f e a t u r e s  p l a y e d  a d e t e r m i n i n g  r o l e  i n  

t h e  1931 s t r i k e ,  T h i s  c h a p t e r  b u i l d s  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  p r o f i l e  o f  

the men a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s ,  s u g g e s t i n g  v a r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

which Ray help e x p l a i n  t h e  c o m t a u n i t y g s  c o l l e c t i v e  i r a p u l s e -  The  

men a t  Fraser Mills need  n o t  b e  anonymous, An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  

m i l f * s  p a y r o l l  r e c o r d s  a l l o w s  t h e  u o r k f  o r c e  t o  b e  d r a m  i n  

s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o f i l e ,  & C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  work•’ o r c e  which  

e x p l a i n  t h e  men 's  p o s i t i v e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  u n i o n  c a n  be 

i d e n t i f i e d ,  

T h e  w o r k e r s  a t  F r a s e r  M i l l s  were d r a w n  from o v e r  t w e n t y  

d i f f e r e n t  n a t i o n a l l e t h n i c  g r o u p s ,  a l t h o u g h  some g r o u p s  were 

r e p r e s e n t e d  o n l y  m a r g i n a l l y ,  Table I1 c a t e g o r i z e s  t h e  1931 

workforce b y  c o o n t  r y  o f  o r i g i n ,  Uhere  f u r t h e r  d i s t i n c t i o n s  c a n  

--------------- 
1 A l l  t a b l e s  are drawn f rom d a t a  p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  c o m p a n y f s  
p a y r o l l  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s  a n d  s u p p l e m e n t e d  b y  the p a r i s h  
r e c o r d s  of N o t r e  Dame d e  Lourdes ,  C o p i e s  of t h e  P a r i s h  Records 
o f  N o t r e  Dame d e  L o u r d e s  a r e  h e l d  a t  S,F,U, A r c h i v e s ,  o n  
m i c r o f  i l a ,  



b e  made, a s  w i t h  F r e n c h  o r  E n g l i s h  C a n a d i a n s  f o r  example ,  t h i s  

h a s  b e e n  done. T h e  l a r g e s t  g r o u p  is E n g l i s h  C a n a d i a n s  a t  

t w e n t y - t w o  p e r c e n t ,  They v a r i e d  soiaewhat i n  t h e i r  e t h n i c  

h e r  i t a g e ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  b o t h  s e c o n d - g e n e r a t i o n  i m m i g r a n t  famil ies  

o f  d i v e r s e  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ,  a n d  t h o s e  who were B r i t i s h  by 

h e r i t a g e  a s  well a s  b y  c i t i z e n s h i p ,  The  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  e i g h t e e n  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  w o r k f o r c e ,  making t h e m  t h e  

s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  g r o u p  a n d  i n  a a n y  ways t h e  most d o m i n a n t - B o t h  i n  

191  1 a n d  1920, t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h i r t e e n  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  w o r k f o r c e ,  The c o n t i n u i n g  p r a c t i c e  o f  u s i n g  

i m p o r t e d  c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r  mean t  a  s i z e a b l e  number o f  J a p a n e s e ,  

C h i n e s e  a n d  E a s t  I n d i a n  w o r k e r s  were e m p l o y e d  a t  F r a s e r  B i l l s -  2 

O r i e n t a l  l a b o u r  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  150  o f  t h e  a i l l v o r k e r s  i n  1931,  

j u s t  o v e r  t w e n t y  p e r c e n t .  S c a n d i n a v i a n  workers, many o f  whom 
- 

came t o  t h e  r i l l  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  a s  well, a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a 

s i z e a b l e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  t o t a l  workforce :  N o r w e g i a n s  raade u p  

a l m o s t  e i g h t  p e r c e n t ,  w h i l e  F i n n i s h  a n d  S w e d i s h  w o r k e r s  e a c h  

a c c o u n t e d  fo r  a p p r o x i l m a t e l y  f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  m i l l w o r k e r s ,  The 

B r i t i s h  ( a t  t h i r t e e n  p e r c e n t )  a n d  A m e r i c a n s  ( a t  three a n d  a h a l f  

p e r c e n t )  were t h e  o t h e r  n a t i o n a l  g r o u p s  best r e p r e s e n t e d -  W h i l e  

h e t e r o g e n e o u s ,  t h e  a a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s  f a l l  

i n t o  s e v e n  b r o a d  c a t e g o r i e s  a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  T a b l e  111, 3 ----------------- 
* I n  1926 t h e r e  were s i x  J a p a n e s e  a n d  C h i n e s e  c o n t r a c t o r s  a t  
Fraser  B i l l s ,  n u n i c i p a l  R e c o r d s ,  F r a s e r  B i l l s ,  N o t a t i o n  a a d e  i n  
r e s p o n s e  t o  a le t te r   fro^ t h e  I n s p e c t o r  of B u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  t h e  
I l u n i c i p a l  C l e r k  a t  F r a s e r  B i l l s ,  J a n u a r y  28, 1926- 

J S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  a l t h o u g h  a G r e e k  town i s  o f t e n  m e n t i o n e d  by t h e  
e a r l y  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  by 1931 o n l y  f i v e  G r e e k s  worked a t  t h e  m i l l -  



TABLE I1 

WORKFORCE BY NATIONAL ORIGIN, 1931 

% of  
Tota l  

% of 
Caucasians 

% o f  Or ien ta l s  
and East Indians 

French Canadian 

~ n g l i s h  Canadian 

Chinese 

Japanese 

Norwegian 

~ n g l i s h  

Finnish 

Swedish 

East Indian 

S c o t t i s h  

American 

Other 

Unknown 

Engl i sh  
Canadian 

I 1 I I I I 

French Scandi- Chinese Japanese B r i t i s h  East Americanv 
Canadian navian Indian 



O f  t h e  C a u c a s i a n  men a t  P r a s e r  n i l l s  a l m o s t  f i f t y - t h r e e  

p e r c e n t  were m a r r i e d ,  w i t h  t h i r t y e i g h t  p e r c e n t  b e i n g  s i n g l e  a n d  

seven p e r c e n t  m a r r i e d  b u t  s e p a r a t e d  ( s e p a r a t e d  o n l y  i n  a  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  s e n s e ) ,  Only  two a n d  a  h a l f  p e r c e n t  had  b e e n  

widowed o r  d i v o r c e d  by 1 9 3 1 -  T a b l e  IV s h o w s  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s  by 

e t h n i c i  t y / n a t i o n a l i t y ,  C l e a r l y  more a a r r i e d  laen t h a n  s i n g l e  men 

e a r n e d  t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d  a t  F r a s e r  flills; t h i s  was t rue 

r e g a r d l e s s  of c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n ,  Two t h i n g s  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  

h e r e ,  The c a t e g o r y  i n d i c a t e d  a s t a t u s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o a  t h e  

i s p o r t a t i o n  of c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r ,  The  h i g h  numbers  of men m a r r i e d  

b u t  s e p a r a t e d  aBong t h e  C h i n e s e ,  J a p a n e s e  a n d  E a s t  I n d i a n  

i n d i c a t e  how p r e v a l e n t  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  a u s t  h a v e  been,  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  o v e r  h a l f  t h e  F i n n i s h  w o r k e r s  f e l l  i n t o  t h i s  

c a t e g o r y , *  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  h i g h  numbers  o f  m a r r i e d  men 

( p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i g h  when t h o s e  m a r r i e d  b u t  s e p a r a t e d  are  

i n c l u d e d )  a e a n t  t h a t  a man 's  w a g e s  o f t e n  p r o v i d e d  t h e  p r i m a r y ,  

i f  n o t  s o l e ,  means o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  a n  e n t i r e  f a m i l y ,  

It is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  know t h e  e x a c t  d i s p e n s a t i o n  o f  wages  

p a i d  t o  c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r e r s ,  P a r t  o f  t h e  p a y c h e c k  went  t o  room 

a n d  b o a r d ,  p a r t  w e n t  i n t o  t h e   contractor*^ p o c k e t  a n d ,  f o r  t h o s e  

w i t h  w i v e s  a n d  fami l ies  i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n ,  p a r t  would  

h a v e  been s e n t  hoae ,  F o r  t h o s e  men w i t h  f a r i l i e s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  

4 T h e r e  is no i n d i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a y r o l l  r e c o r d s  w h e t h e r  a man 
came t o  F r a s e r  B i l l s  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t  o r  n o t ,  b u t  d e s c r i p t i v e  
s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  O r i e n t a l  u o r k e  rs a s  w e l l  a s  some S c a n d i n a v i a n  
w o r k e r s  c a n e  i n  u n d e r  c o n t r a c t ,  The S c a n d i n a v i a n s  are m e n t i o n e d  
i n  an  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Leo C a n u e l ,  t a k e n  A u g u s t  14,  1981 by t h e  
a u t h o r .  



French 
Canadian 

English 
Canadian 

British 

Finnish 

Norwegian 

Swedish 

American 

Chinese 

Japanese 

East Indian 

Other 

TABLE IV 

MARITAL STATUS BY NATIONAL ORIGIN 

Married 
# % 

Single 
# % 

Married 
but 

Separated 
# % 

Other 
(Widowed, 
Divorced) 
X % 

2 1.7 

3 2.1 

8 11.4 

0 0.0 

1 2.0 

0 0.0 

3 17.6 

6 9.0 

2 3.5 

1 3.4 

0 0.0 

Row 
Total 

(8 )  



P r a s e r  H i l l s  a r e a ,  t h e i r  semi -month ly  p a y c h e c k  v o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  

v i r t u a l l y  t h e  s o l e  means of s u p p o r t  f o r  d e p e n d e n t s  n u m b e r i n g  

f r o m  o n e  t o  a s  r a n y  a s  t e n  o r  more- 5 Women, a t  l e a s t  t h e  

F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  women o f  F r a s e r  H i l l s /  B a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  g e n e r a l l y  

d i d  n o t  work o u t s i d e  t h e  home, 6 Not o n l y  d i d  they h a v e  few 

employment  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  b u t  t h e r e  were t r a d i t i o n a l  p r e j u d i c e s  

w i t h i n  t h e  communi ty  ~ i t i g a t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  p r a c t i c e .  V h i l e  t h e  

w o r k i n g - c l a s s  f a m i l y  had many ways  of  c o p i n g  w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  

p r e s s u r e s ,  a n d  woaen made i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  t h e  men a t  

F r a s e r  H i l l s  were by a n d  l a r g e  c a r r y i n g  a n  e c o n o m i c  b u r d e n  which 

l aus t  h a v e  b e e n  a w e s o n e  a s  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  i n t e n s i f i e d .  

A l t h o u g h  many of t h e  men were a a r r i e d ,  t h e y  were still  

r e l a t i v e l y  young, D a t a  on a g e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  f o u n d  f o r  t h e  

O r i e n t a l  w o r k e r s ,  b u t  t h e  C a u c a s i a n  w o r k f o r c e  a t  F r a s e r  B i l l s  

c a n  b e  c a t e g o r i z e d  by age, Tab le  V s h o w s  t h a t  s i x t y - t h r e e  

p e r c e n t  of  t h e  C a u c a s i a n  workers were u n d e r  f o r t y  w i t h  t h e  

l a r g e s t  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  a g e  g r o u p  twen ty-one  to  t h i r t y ,  

F r u s t r a t e d  by t h e  company ' s  o f f e n s i v e ,  t h e s e  men were a b l e  a n d  

w i l l i n g  t o  f i g h t  back:  a b l e ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  were young a n d  

d e t e r m i n e d ;  w i l l i n g ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  l ess  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  

c o n p a n y  p a t e m a L i s a  t h a n  t h e  o l d e r  e m p l o y e e s ,  H h i l e  many had 

l e n g t h y  e lnployment  h i s t o r i e s  w i t h  t h e  C,W, L, C, , most h a d  e n t e r e d  

t h e  company ' s  employ  d u r i n g  t h e  t w e n t i e s ,  when t h e  b e n e f i c e n t  

5.5, P-U- A r c h i v e s ,  P a r i s h  R e c o r d s ,  N o t r e  Dame d e  L o u r d e s ,  
B a p t i s m a l  R e c o r d s ,  1911 t o  1931, 

6 P a r e  i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  12, 1972- 



TABLE V 

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF CAUCASIAN WORKERS, 1931 

Age in Years Number Percent 

15 - 20 43 10.7 

21 - 30 116 28.8 

31 - 40 95 32.6 

41. - 50 77 19.1 

51 - 60 53 13.2 

61+ 19 4.7 

TABLE VI I ,  

MARITAL STATUS BY AGE, CAUCASIAN WORKERS, 1931 

Other I 

(Widowed, I 

Divorced) 
# % 

Married 
but 

Separated 
# % 

Married 
# % 

Single 
# % Age in Years 

15 - 20 
21 - 30 
31 - 40 
41 - 50 
51 - 60 
61+ 



p a t e r n a l i s m  of t h e  comFany h a d  b e g u n  t o  e r o d e .  

T a b l e  V I  p r o v i d e s  a c r o s s t a b u l a t i o o  o f  a g e  b y  mar i ta l  

s t a t u s  f o r  t h e  C a u c a s i a n  w o r k e r s  a t  P r a s e r  H i l l ,  Not 

s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  almost s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  of t h e  married rnen 

were b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  t w e n t y - o n e  a n d  f i f t y ,  T h e s e  men a c c o u n t  

f o r  almost f o r t y  p e r c e n t  of t h e  e n t i r e  C a u c a s i a n  w o r k f o r c e - T h e i r  

a g e  a n d  mar i ta l  s t a t u s  p l a c e  theui  a t  a  s t a g e  i n  t h e  l i f e - c y c l e  

i n  w h i c h  d e p e n d e n t s  w o u l d  be a p r o b a b i l i t y ,  A l t h o u g h  i n f o r m a t i o n  

o n  f a m i l y  s i z e  c o u l d  be g a t h e r e d  o n l y  f o r  a few of t h e  men { l e s s  

t h a n  t e n  p e r c e n t ) ,  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  s o  many men were h o u s e h o l d  

h e a d s  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  l o w e r i n g  wage ra tes  b e t w e e n  1929 

a n d  1931 t o  b e  a s s e s s e d ,  7 

T h e  w o r k f o r c e  was r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  a s  w e l l -  O f  t h e  502  

C a u c a s i a n  men w o r k i n g  a t  F r a s e r  B i l l s  i n  1931, 11  1 ( t w e n t y - t u o  

p e r c e n t )  h a d  w o r k e d  t h e r e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  e l e v e n  y e a r s ,  Wotab ly ,  

f i f t y - s e v e n  p e r c e n t  h a d  b e e n  e a f l o y e d  b y  t h e  m i l l  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  

o r  more, O b v i o u s l y  t h i s  w o r k f o r c e  h a d  s t r o n g  l i n k s  to  t h e  

communi ty ,  bs well t h e y  wou ld  h a v e  h a d  s u f f i c i e n t  work 

e x p e r i e n c e  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  a s s a u l t  o n  t h e i r  eezploymen t s t a n d a r d s  

a s  a r a d i c a l  d e p a r t u r e  from p r e v i o u s  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
- 

Some d i f f e r e n c e s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  of d i f f e r e n t  

n a t i o n a l / e t h n i c  g r o u p s .  T a b l e s  VII a n d  VIII i n d i c a t e  t h e  

p e r s i s t e n c e  ra tes  b r o k e n  down by n a t i o n a l / e t h n i c  b a c k g r o u n d  a s  

------------------ 
7Records of c h i l d r e n  i n  P r a s e r  E l i l l s  a t t e n d i n g  a n d  n o t  a t t e n d i n g  
s c h o o l  i n  1925 f r e q u e n t l y  show families o f  a t  least  t h r e e  a n d  
f o u r ,  F a m i l i e s  o f  f i v e  a n d  s i x  o r  e v e n  t e n  c h i l d r e n  c a n  be 
f o u n d ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  S - Z ,  H u n i c i p a l  R e c o r d s ,  fraser R i l l s -  



well a s  b y  m a r i t a l  s t a t u s ,  T h e  Amer ican ,  B r i t i s h  and 

F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  w o r k e r s  h a d  t h e  h i g h e s t  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  l o n g  term 

e a p l o y e e s ,  I n  f a c t ,  t h i r t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  P r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  

had b e e n  a t  t h e  m i l l  a t  l e a s t  e l e v e n  y e a r s ,  a s  had t h i r t y - n i n e  

p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  f i f t y - t w o  p e r c e n t  of t h e  

Americans ,Hany o f  t h e  S c a n d i n a v i a n s  were newcoBers  t o  F r a s e r  

!!ills, w i t h  r o u g h l y  h a l f  o f  t h e  N o r v e g i a n  a n d  S w e d i s h  men h a v i n g  

worked a t  t h e  m i l l  f o r  less t h a n  f i v e  y e a r s ,  The F i n n s  were e v e n  

more r e c e n t  a r r i v a l s  w i t h  f o r t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  h a v i n g  b e e n  a t  the 

a i l 1  less t h a n  f o u r  y e a r s  a n d  t h i r t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  h a v i n g  t h e  

j o i n e d  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  i n  1930 o r  1931,Thei.r b r i e f  employment  t i a e  

a t  Fraser H i l l s  may well e x p l a i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  t h e  

s t r i k e ,  t h a t  o f  p a s s i v e  s u p p o r t .  V h e r e a s  t h e  S c a n d i n a v i a n  

l o g g e r s  were a c t i v e  u n i o n i s t s  i n  t h e  l o g g i n g  c a m p s  o f  B-C,  t h e s e  
l h  

w o r k e r s  , a l t h o u g h  s u p p o r t e r s ,  t o o k  no  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  

s t r i k e ,  E n g l i s h  C a n a d i a n s  h a d  a l s o  b e e n  i n  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  f o r  

r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t e r  p e r i o d s  of t i a e ,  w i t h  f i f t y  p e r c e n t  h a v i n g  

worked f o u r  y e a r s  a t  t h e  most, a n d  many h a v i n g  e n t e r e d  t h e  

w o r k f o r c e  o n l y  i n  1929 o r  1930- 

As o n e  would  s u s p e c t ,  t h e  aen u h o  h a d  worked a t  F r a s e r  

Mifls f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  o r  l o n g e r  were more l i k e l y  t o  b e  m a r r i e d  

t h a n  s i n g l e .  T a b l e  V I I I  c a t e g o r i z e s  t h e  n u a b e r  o f  y e a r s  worked 

a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s  by marital  s t a t u s ,  L i t t l e  wonder t h a t  t h e  

C,B,L,C,  h a d  a c t i v e l y  r e c r u i t e d  ~ a r r i e d  men t w e n t y - o n e  y e a r s  

e a r l i e r ,  F a m i l y  ties a n d  i n c r e a s e d  e c o n o m i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

made t h e  a a r r i e d  men f a r  more p e r s i s t e n t  t h a n  t h e  s i n g l e  men- 



TABLE V I I  

YEARS EMPLOYED AT FRASER MILLS BY NATIONALITY, ( a )  

Row 
5+ 7+ 1 - 2  3 - 4  5 - 6  7 - 8  9-10 11 Total _ _ . -  

French 
canadian '66.0 48.7 12.7 21.0 17.6 7.6 5.0 36.1 100.0 

~nglish 
~anadian 48.0 34.0 24.1 26.9 14.5 10.3 8.3 15.9 100.0 

Finnish 19.0 3.2 35.5 45.2 16.1 3.2 0.0 0.0 100.0 

Norwegian 49.0 29.4 27.5 23.5 19.6 13.7 5.9 9.8 100.0 

Swedish 70.0 22.5 6.5 38.7 32.3 16.1 3.2 3.2 100.0 

American 70.0 52.0 17.6 11.8 17.6 0.0 0.0 52.9 100.0 

TABLE V I I I  

YEARS EMPLOYED AT FRASER MILLS BY MARITAL STATUS, ( % )  - 

1 - 2 years 
3 - 4 years 
5 - 6 years 
7 - 8 years 
9 - 10 years 
11+ years 

Married Other 
but (Widowed, 

Married Single Separated -~ivorced) 



I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  l o n g e r  t h e  time worked  a t  t h e  m i l l  t h e  more  

a p p a r e n t  f a l l i n g  l a b o u r  s t a n d a r d s  w o u l d  h a v e  been .  I t  is n o  

c o i n c i d e n c e  t h a t ,  among t h e  s t r i k e  l e a d e r s ,  o n e  t h i r d  h a d  w o r k e d  

a t  t h e  m i l l  f o r  a t  l eas t  e l e v e n  y e a r s ,  w i t h  almost s i x t y  p e r c e n t  

h a v i n g  w o r k e d  a t  F r a s e r  Mills f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s .  Nor is i t  

m e r e l y  by c h a n c e  t h a t  almost s e v e n t y - f  i v e  p e r c e n t  were m a r r i e d  

men a n d  h o u s e h o l d  h e a d s .  

T h e r e  are  f u r t h e r  f e a t u r e s  w h i c h  s u g g e s t  t h a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

a t  t h e  m i l l  n a y  h a v e  b e e n  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  close a s s o c i a t i o n s  

a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  among t h e  w o r k e r s -  T h e  p a y r o l l  records show t h e  

w o r k f o r c e  a t  P r a s e r  # i l l s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by two 

i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e s :  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  a kinship 

n e t  work, R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  is i t a m e d i a t e l y  a p p a r e n t  i n  

T a b l e  IX, 1x1 1931 H a i l l a r d v i l l e  was t h e  home fo r  most of t h e  

workforce, C e r t a i n l y  almost a l l  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  l i v e d  

t h e r e ,  T a b l e  X s h o w s  e t h n i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  t h r e e  major ----- - 

r e s i d e n t i a l  areas, A s  e t e n t i o n e d  i n  C h a p t e r  One,  t h e  French 

C a n a d i a n s  q u i c k l y  b e g a n  b u i l d i n g  i n  H a i l l a r d v i l l e  s o  t h a t  by 

193 1 v e r y  few r e m a i n e d  i n  F r a s e r  B i l l s ,  T h e  w o r k e r  p o p u l a t i o n  of 

F r a s e r  H i l l s  was l a r g e l y  S c a n d i n a v i a n ,  E n g l i s h  C a n a d i a n  a n d  

O r i e n t a l ,  A l m o s t  a l l  t h e  l a t t e r  l i v e d  i n  t h e  t o w n s i t e .  T h e  

B r i t i s h  a n d  E n g l i s h  C a n a d i a n s  c l e a r l y  p r e f e r r e d  N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r  

t o  e i t h e r  F r a s e r  R i l l s  o r  R a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  a l t h o u g h  e i g h t e e n  

p e r c e n t  of t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  t w e n t y - f o u r  p e r c e n t  of t h e  E n g l i s h  

C a n a d i a n s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  

H a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  I n  193 1 F r a s e r  i ? i l l s / ~ a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  w h e r e  



TABLE IX 

RESIDENTIAL CONCENTRATION, 1931 

Caucasian 
workforce ( % )  

New 
Fraser Mills Maillardville Westminster Other 

TABLE X 

RESIDENTIAL CONCENTRATION BY NATIONAL BACKGROUND, 1931 

New 
National Fraser Mills Maillardville Westminster 
background # % # % 1 % 

French 7 

Canadian 10 8.4 94 79.0 13 10.0 

English 
Canadian 28 19.6 35 24.5 63 44.1 

British 12 19.6 14 22.9 29 47.5 

Row 
Other Total 

# % % I 

1 

Finnish 27 87.1 2 6.5 2 6.5 0 0.0 100.0 

Norwegian 34 66.7 6 11.8 11 21.6 0 0.0 100.0 

Swedish 22 75.9 3 10.3 4 13.8 0 0.0 100.0 

American 11 64.7 1 5.9 4 23.5 1 5.9 100.0 

Other 6 15.3 18 46.0 15 38.4 0 0.0 100.0 
-1 S ,. 

" 3 '9) ,"c. 7 c* 



s i x t y - s i x  p e r c e n t  o f  the w o r k f o r c e  l i v e d ,  was  still i s o l a t e d  

f r o m  V a n c o u v e r  a n d  l a y  o n l y  o n  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  o f  Neu W e s t m i n s t e r .  

T h e  communi ty  was n e i t h e r  l a r g e  n o r  s p r e a d  o u t ,  a n d  h o m e s  were 

c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  t h e  f l a t s  o f  F r a s e r  d i l l s  d i r e c t l y  a d j a c e n t  t o  

t h e  m i l l  or  o n  t h e  s l o p e s  o f  f l a i l l a r d v i l l e  still  w i t h i n  v a l k i n g  

d i s t a n c e  o f  t h o  w o r k p l a c e ,  H i  t h  t h e  m i l l  a s  t h e  ~ a j o r  e m p l o y e r  

i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  a n d  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  l i v i n g  i n  close p r o x i m i t y ,  

a m p l e  o p p o r t u n i t y  would  h a v e  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  for d i s c u s s i o n  of 

w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  which would g r a d u a l l y  give rise t o  

e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  d i s c o n t e n t ,  B a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  vou l d  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  soc ia l  c l o s e n e s s  of t h e  

w o r k i n g - c l a s s  c o a m u n i t y ,  

R e s i d e n t i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  is c e r t a i n l y  n o t  t h e  o n l y  

e v i d e n c e  of a t i g h t  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  n e t w o r k  aBong t h e  u t i l l w o r k e r ~ ~  

A s t r o n g  k i n s h i p  n e t w o r k  i s  a p p a r e n t  a s  well- I n  f a c t ,  t h e  

p a y r o l l  a n d  p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s  show t h a t  b e t w e e n  t h i r t y - f  i v e  a n d  

f o r t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  m i l l w o r k e r s  h a d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o t h e r  f a m i l y  

member w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  m i l l ,  D o u b t l e s s  many h a d  more, Pait l i ly 

members c o u l d  ease each o t h e r  i n t o  t h e  job a n d  s h a r e  coitlaon 

c o n c e r n s  off  t h e  j o b  a s  w e l l ,  As f a m i l y  m e a b e r s  work ing  a t  t h e  

m i l l  o f t e n  s h a r e d  a s i n g l e  a d d r e s s ,  t h e  a b o v e  i n d i c e  o f  k i n s h i p  

a l s o  s u g g e s t s  a h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  c o - r e s i d e n c e .  Among F r e n c h  
- - -  

C a n a d i a n s ,  a high i n c i d e n c e  o f  i n  t e r a a r r i a g e  p r o v i d e s  e v i d e n c e  

t h a t  t h e  k i n s h i p  n e t w o r k  was e v e n  more e x t e n s i v e  t h a n  i n d i c a t e d  

above,  A l t h o u g h  a n  e l a p l o y e e  m i g h t  n o t  h a v e  a b l o o d  r e l a t i v e  

w o r k i n g  a t  t h e  m i l l ,  h e  c o u l d  e a s i l y  h a v e  had  r e l a t i v e s  by 



m a r r i a g e  among h i s  co-workers ,  A s  a n  e x a m p l e ,  s i x  members of t h e  

P a r e  f a m i l y  worked a t  F r a s e r  rlills, A s  ue h a v e  s e e n ,  t h e  P a r e  

f a m i l y  was r e l a t e d ,  by m a r r i a g e s  p e r f o r m e d  b e t w e e n  1911 a n d  

1931,  t o  a t  l e a s t  t w e n t y - s i x  o t h e r  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  f a m i l i e s  - 
s e v e n  o f  t h e s e  had members employed a t  F r a s e r  M i l l s - O n e  o f  t h e  

f a m i l i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  P a r e  f a ~ i l y  had  n i n e  s e n  v o r k i n g  a t  t h e  

@ill; a n o t h e r  had  f i v e ,  Thus t h e  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  the m i l l  

were i n t r i c a t e  i n d e e d ,  The k i n s h i p  n e t w o r k ,  which f u n c t i o n e d  
- 

b o t h  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  a n d  communi ty ,  p r o v e d  c a p a b l e  o f  c r e a t i n g  

a n d  s u s t a i n i n g  i m p r e s s i v e  s o l i d a r i t y ,  

A t  t h e  w o r k p l a c e ,  t h e  men were n o t  s e g r e g a t e d  by 

n a t i o n a l i t y  o r  e t h n i c i t y  t o  a n y  great d e g r e e ,  T a b l e  X I  shows  t h e  

c o m p o s i t i o n  of t h e  w o r k f o r c e  i n  t h e  ~ a j o r  d e p a r t a e a t s  a n d  

o c c u p a t i o n a l  c a t e g o r i e s  of  t h e  m i l l ,  While t h e r e  was 
I 

4 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  e t h n i c  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  w i t h i n  p r i n c i p a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  

a n d  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  c e r t a i n l y  enough t h a t  n o  s t r u c t u r a l  b a r r i e r  t o  I 

the g r o w t h  o f  class s o l i d a r i t y  is d i s c e r n i b l e ,  some p a t t e r n s  d o  

a p p e a r ,  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  f o r e m e n  were Amer ican  o r  E n g l i s h  C a n a d i a n ,  

w h i l e  con t r a c t  l a b o u r e r s  were c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  mos t  m e n i a l  

j o b  c a t e g o r i e s :  w o r k i n g  i n  s h i p p i n g ,  i n  t h e  d r y i n g  k i l n s ,  

s t a c k i n g  l u m b e r  , p a c k i n g  s h i n g l e s  a n d  p u l l i n g  off t h e  c h a i n s -  

T h e s e  j o b s  were n o t ,  however ,  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  p r e s e r v e  o f  O r i e n t a l  

l a b o u r ,  The  C h i n e s e ,  J a p a n e s e  a n d  E a s t  I n d i a n  men worked  s i d e  by 

s i d e  w i t h  C a u c a s i a n s ,  a l b e i t  f o r  t w e n t y  c e n t s  a n  h o u r  w h i l e  

w h i t e  w o r k e r s  ~ a d e  a t  l e a s t  t w e n t y - s e v e n ,  
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W h i l e  most o f  t h e  Bsen employed  a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s  t o o k  j o b s  

r e q u i r i n g  l i t t l e  s k i l l ,  t h e r e  was a n  u p p e r  e c h e l o n  o f  s k i l l e d  

w o r k e r s  which i n c l u d e d  m i l l w r i g h t s ,  f i lers ,  s a w y e r s ,  m a c h i n i s t s ,  

a n d  e n g i n e e r s ,  T a b l e  X I 1  shows  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  i n  a  breakdown by 

o c c u p a t i o n a l  l e v e l  a n d  e t h n i c i t y ,  As p o i n t e d  o u t  e a r l i e r ,  

E n g l i s h  C a n a d i a n s  a n d  A a e r i c a n s  e m e r g e  a s  t h e  t o p  s t r a t a  o f  t h e  

w o r k f o r c e ,  I n  f a c t ,  t h e r e  were o n l y  s e v e n t e e n  A m e r i c a n s  w o r k i n g  

a t  Fraser Mills i n  1931 a n d  s e v e n  Mere foremen ,  F o u r  o f  t h e s e  

had  b e e n  f o r e ~ e n  a t  P r a s e r  H i l l s  s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  1921, E n g l i s h  

C a n a d i a n s ,  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s ,  B r i t i s h  a n d  N o r w e g i a n s  v e r e  a l l  

r e p r e s e n t e d  among t h e  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  as,  t o  a lesser d e g r e e ,  

were t h e  Swedish ,  nany o f  t h e  m i l l u r i g h t s  v e r e  N o r w e g i a n s  (48%) 

w h i l e  s a w y e r s  were more o f t e n  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n  (45%) o r  E n g l i s h  

C a n a d i a n  ( 2 0 % )  t h a n  American,  B r i t i s h  o r  Norwegian. E n g l i s h  

C a n a d i a n s  a n d  B r i t i s h  w o r k e r s  d o m i n a t e d  a a o n g  t h e  e n g i n e e r s  a n d  

m a c h i n i s t s ,  

O f  t h e  e i g h t y - t w o  ~ e r c e n t  o f  t h e  men who l a h o u r e d  i n  

s e ~ i - s k i l l e d  o r  u n s k i l l e d  p o s i t i o n s  t h e  A m e r i c a n s ,  B r i t i s h  a n d  

N o r w e g i a n s  had  t h e  w e a k e s t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  A l l  o t h e r  

n a t i o n a l / e t h n i c  g r o u p s  had  a t  l e a s t  e i g h t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  

wembers i n  low-pay ing ,  l o w - s k i l l  l e v e l  p o s i t i o n s ,  S o a e ,  s u c h  a s  

t h e  O r i e n t a l  o r  F i n n i s h  c o n  tract w o r k e r s ,  were a l a o s t  

e x c l u s i v e l y  f o u n d  i n  t h a t  c a t e g o r y .  E i g h t y - e i g h t  of t h e  F r e n c h  

C a n a d i a n s ,  many of whom were l o n g - s t a n d i n g  e m p l o y e e s ,  e n d e d  up 

i n  o c c u ~ a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  l i m i t e d  s k i l l s ,  T h e  off ice  s t a f f  was 

p r e d o m i n a n t l y  B r i t i s h  o r  C a n a d i a n - b o r n  a n g l o p h o n e s -  



TABLE XI1 

SKILL LEVEL BY NATIONAL BACKGROUND, 1931 

National 
Background 

French 
Canadian 

English 
Canadian 

British 

Finnish 

Norwegian 

Swedish 

American 

Other 

Managerial/ 
Foremen Skilled 
# % # % 

Semi or 
Unskilled 
# % 

Clerical 
# % 

Row 
Total 

% 



A l t h o u g h  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n a l  c a t e g o r i e s  i n d i c a t e d  o n  t h e  

p e r s o n n e l  c a r d s  a r e  b r o a d  ( u n l e s s  a man was a s k i l l e d  w o r k e r  h i s  

c a r d  i n d i c a t e d  where  h e  worked,  i-e, sawmill,  p l a n i n g  m i l l ,  

etc,, b u t  n o t  e x a c t l y  what  h e  d i d  v i t h i n  t h a t  d e p a r t m e n t )  t h e r e  

is l i t t l e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  a n y  upward o c c u p a t i o n a l  m o b i l i t y  a t  

F r a s e r  H i l l s ,  W h i l e  t h i s  t s i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  a c a u s e  f o r  

f r u s t r a t i o n ,  it p a l e d  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  more i m m e d i a t e  

c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  economy, 

T h e  g e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  w o r k f o r c e  a a d e  a b o v e  c a n  b e  

compared  w i t h  a  s imi l a r  p r o f i l e  of t h e  t w e n t y - t h r e e  ( o f  

t w e n t y - s i x )  s t r i k e  l e a d e r s  who c a n  b e  i d e n t i f i e d .  T h e  men o n  t h e  

S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e  were younger ,  qn a v e r a g e ,  t h a n  t h e  g e n e r a l  

v o r k f  o r c e ,  O v e r  h a l f  were b e t w e e n  t h e  a g e s  o f  twen ty-one  a n d  I 

t h i r t y .  A s  well, a l m o s t  s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  of t h e  s t r i k e  

l e a d e r s  were m a r r i e d  men, F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s ,  v h i l e  a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  
-. 

o n l y  e i g h t e e n  p e r c e n t  of a l l  a i l l w o r k e r s ,  made u p  almost h a l f  of 

t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e ;  o t h e r  C o n i a i t t e e  members were p r e d o a i n a n t l y  
- 

a n g l o p h o n e ,  f i v e  b o r n  i n  C a n a d a  a n d  f i v e  i n  England,  T h e  s t r i k e  

l e a d e r s  h a d  a l o n g  employment  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  C a n a d i a n  

Uestera L u s b e r  Company- O n e - t h i r d  had  worked a t  F r a s e r  n i l l s  f o r  - 

a t  l e a s t  e l e v e n  y e a r s ,  v h i l e  s e v e n t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  h a d  been  

e m p l o y e d  t h e r e  fo r  f i v e  y e a r s  o r  n o r e ,  The  r e s i d e n t i a l  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a p p a r e n t  o f  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  a s  a w h o l e  was e v e n  more 

p r o n o u n c e d  a a o n g  s t r i k e  l e a d e r s ,  F o u r t e e n  o f  t h e  S t r i k e  

C o m m i t t e e  l i v e d  i n  Y a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  s i x  i n  N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r ,  w i t h  

three o t h e r s  i n  P r a s e r  B i l l s ,  Burnaby  a n d  Vancouver,  About t h e  



same r a t i o  a s  t h e  g e n e r a l  u o r k f o r c e ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  f o r t y  

p e r c e n t ,  had r e l a t i v e s  work ing  a t  F r a s e r  flills. 

R t  t w e n t  y - f i v e  p e r c e n t ,  t h e  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  v e r e  s l i g h t l y  

b e t t e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  among t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e  t h a n  among t h e  

g e n e r a l  w o r k f o r c e ,  T h e  incolae l e v e l s  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s  f e l l  i n t o  

t h e  same c a t e g o r i e s  a s  most  o f  t h e  men t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d ;  o v e r  

h a l f  e a r n e d  less t h a n  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  i n  1931, a n d  more 

t h a n  o n e - t h i r d  had  a n n u a l  e a r n i n g s  o f  u n d e r  s i x  h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  

t h a t  y e a r ,  ( S e e  T a b l e  X V ,  C h a p t e r  T h r e e ) ,  Thus  t h e s e  

character istics f o u n d  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  v o r k f  o r c e  which were 

c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  l a b o u r  p r o t e s t  a p p e a r  e q u a l l y  e v i d e n t  

among t h e  s t r i k e  l e a d e r s ,  

T h e  w o r k f o r c e  on t h e  e v e  o f  t h e  strike c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  in 

some g e n e r a l  teras ,  The  w o r k e r s  were p r e d o m i n a n t l y  young t o  

ea iddle-aged men, Hany v e r e  m a r r i e d  a n d  h o u s e h o l d  heads.  H i t h  

r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  employment  h i s t o r i e s  a t  F r a s e r  B i l l s ,  many o f  - 
t h e  men had r o o t s  i n  t h e  comraunity. A k i n s h i p  n e t w o r k  h e l p e d  

bond t h e  w o r k f o r c e ,  a s  d i d  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  I n d e e d ,  c o - r e s i d e n c e  o f  w o r k e r s  was n o t  uncoPmon- 
-- - - 

F o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  s k i l l - l e v e l  c o u l d  n o t  d i v i d e  a a o r k f  o r c e  . 
w h i c h  was p r e d o s i n a n t l y  u n s k i l l e d ,  f u r t h e r ,  e t h n i c / n a t i o n a l  

d i v i s i o n s  among t h e  w o r k e r s  were of f se t  b y  s t r u c t u r a l  

i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e ,  T h e s e  f e a t u r e s  h e l p  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  

rise o f  l a h o u r  u n r e s t  and  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  u n r e s t  i n t o  

l a b o u r  p r o t e s t .  



S o c i o l o g i c a l  p r o f i l e s  which s t a n d  f r o z e n  i n  time a n d  s p a c e  

a r e  o f  n o  more t h a n  p a s s i n g  i n t e r e s t  t o  a  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i a n ,  

S o c i e t a  1 r e l a t i o n s h i p s  c a n n o t  b e  r e d u c e d  t o  a series o f  

s t a t i s t i c a l  t a b l e s ,  n o t  c a n  human m o t i v a t i o n ,  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  

b e h a v i o u r  be  i n f e r r e d  s o l e l y  f r o m  s t r u c t u r a l  a n a l y s i s .  T h e  

q u a n t i t a t i v e  m e t h o d o l o g y  a p p l i e d  a b o v e  h a s  a l l o w e d  o b s e r v a t i o n s  

w h i c h  c o u  l a  n o t  h a v e  been drawn f r o m  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  d e s c r i p t i v e  

s o u r c e s ,  W h i l e  t h e  a b o v e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  p r o f i l e  is v i t a l 1  y 

i m p o r t a n t  t o  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  1931 s t r i k e  a t  Fraser B i l l s  it 

m u s t  be  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  more t r a d i t i o n a l  s o u r c e s ,  

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r  c o n s i d e r s  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  o p e r a t i v e  on the 

e v e  o f  t h e  s t r i k e ;  t h e  e s c a l a t i n g  crisis of t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  a n d  

t h e  g r o w t h  of  t h e  m i l i t a n t  L u s b e r  W o r k e r s *  I n d u s t r i a l  Onion,  



111, The Lumber W o r k e r s  I n d u s t r i a l  Union 

When t h e  w o r k e r s  a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s  v o t e d  t o  s t r i k e  i n  

S e p t e m b e r  of 1931, t h e y  s e c u r e d  a  p l a c e  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a Q s  
--- 

l a b o u r  h i s t o r y .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  e x a m i n e  the s t a t u s  o f  

o r g a n i z e d  l a b o u r  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  d u r i n g  t h e  1920s ,  t h e  e a r l y  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  l u m b e r v o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  

d e c l i n e  a n d  r e b i r t h  o f  t h e  Lumber R o r k e r s '  I n d u s t r i a l  Union 

( L U )  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  of t h e  C o a m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  Canada 

( C - P - C , ) .  As well, t h i s  chapter d i s c u s s e s  l i v i n g  and  w o r k i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s  i n  the c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  d e e p e n i n g  D e ~ r e s s i o n ,  s e e k i n g  

t o  d e f i n e  t h e  f o r c e s  which l a y  b e h i n d  t h e  f u s i o n  o f  t h e  L,W,I .U,  

a n d  t h e  men a t  Fraser H i l l s ,  

G e n e r a l l y  it is a g r e e d  t h a t  l a b o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  

lua ber i n d u s t r y  made u n e v e n  p r o g r e s s  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  t h i r t i e s ,  

The f o o n d i n g  of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Woodworkers o f  America 

( A )  i n  1937 marks  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  s u s t a i n e d  g r o w t h  and  

c u m u l a t i v e  p r o g r e s s  u n d e r  t h e  u n i o n  b a n n e r  f o r  wcodworkers  i n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia .  However t h e  1.W.A- was b u i l t  o n  a f o u n d a t i o n  

l a i d  l o n g  b e f o r e  1937, It emerged  f r o a  a s u p p o r t  base w r o u g h t  
/ 

t h r o u g h  t h e  e f f o r t s  of its ~ r e d e c e s s o r s :  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Workers  

o f  t h e  Fiorld ( I , W , W , )  ; t h e  0. C, L o g g e r s Q  Union (which became 

t h e  Lumber S o r t e r s Q  I n d u s t r i a l  U n i t  o f  t h e  O , B , U , )  ; t h e  t u a b e r  

W o r k e r s Q  I n d u s t r i a l  Union;  and t h e  Lumber a n d  S a w s i l l  W o r k e r s Q  



Union, 1 A l t h o u g h  c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  l u m b e r  i n d u s t r y  d u r i n g  

t h e  1 9 2 0 s  were c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  of  b o t h  r a d i c a l i s m  a n d  

m i l i t a n c y ,  l u m b e r w o r k e r s  r e m a i n e d  l a r g e l y  u n o r g a n i z e d ,  The 

o r g a n i z e r s  o f  B,C, *s l n m b e r w o r k e r s  f e l t  t h e  same t e n s i o n s  

a f f e c t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  l a b o u r  movement i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  

T h e  1 9 2 0 s  were l e a n  y e a r s  f o r  l a b o u r  i n  B r i t i s h  Co lumbia ,  . 
A s  measured  by t r a d e  u n i o n  n e n b e r s h i p  t h e  n u n b e r  of o r g a n i z e d  

w o r k e r s  d e c l i n e d  f rom a h i g h  o f  40 ,070  i n  1919  t o  less t h a n  

20 ,000  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s ,  r i s i n g  s l i g h t l y  t o  27,204 i n  1930-  

T h e  d e c l i n e  was e v e n  more s e v e r e  t h a n  t h e  a b o v e  numbers  i n d i c a t e  

f o r  i n  some y e a r s ,  1920-1922 a n d  1924, membersh ip  f e l l  be low 

20,000-  T h e  number of s t r i k e s  a n d  l o c k o u t s  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  

f e l l  f r o a  s i x t y - e i g h t  i n  1920 t o  o n l y  s e v e n  i n  1930  a n d  e l e v e n  

i n  1931- 2 T h i s  d e c l i n e  i n  s t r i k e  a c t i v i t y ,  c o u p l e d  v i t h  t h e  

d e c l i n e  i n  u n i o n  membersh ip  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  f a l t e r i n g  s t a t u s  of 

o r g a n i z e d  l a b o u r  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  P a u l  P h i l l i p s  n o t e s ,  i n  h i s  

s t u d y  go Power  Greater, t h a t  t h e  e n d  o f  1925 ,  B-C,*s  once 

s t r o n g  l a b o u r  movement h a d  b e e n  r e d u c e d  t o  a c o r e  c e n t e r e d  i n  

Vancouver  a n d  d i s t r i c t - * *  3 

----------I----- 

l T h e  Lulaber a n d  Sawmil l  Workers  Union a n d  t h e  Lulaber V o r k e r s J  
I n d u s t r i a l  U n i o n  a r e  a c t u a l l y  t h e  same o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  I n  1935 
when t h e  C o m i n t e r o  called for a U n i t e d  F r o n t  t h e  Luraber Workers*  
I n d u s t r i a l  Union,  l i k e  t h e  rest of t h e  W,(I-L, u n i o n s ,  returned 
t o  t h e  f o l d  of t h e  A-F,L, I n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  Lumber Uorkers8 
I n d u s t r i a l  Union,  t h e  u n i o n  was g r a n t e d  non-benef  i c i a r y  s t a t u s  
w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  B r o t h e r h o o d  of C a r p e n t e r s  a n d  J o i n e r s ,  
I n t e r v i e w  v i t h  H a r o l d  P r i t c h e t t  b y  a u t h o r ,  O c t o b e r  23, 1981- 

+ P h i l l i p s ,  o p - c i t .  ,pp, 92 ,  169, 172, 

3 I b  i d , ,  p, 96- 



Both e x t e r n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a l  f o r c e s  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  t h e  l a b o u r  ~ o v e m e n t  i n  B-C- The war y e a r s  had b r o u g h t  

e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a n d  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of o r g a n i z e d  

w o r k e r s ,  However t h e  pos t -war  economy b e g a n  t o  d e c l i n e  i n  1 9 2 0  

a n d  c o n d i t i o n s  i m p r o v e d  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  b e t w e e n  1923 a n d  1925, 

w i t h  s o f t  m a r k e t s  a n d  h i g h  unemployment d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  economy, 

t h e  l a b o u r  movement f e l l  i n t o  r e c e s s i o n .  C l e a r l y  o n  t h e  

d e f e n s i v e ,  l a b o u r  f a c e d  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  union-  busting c a m p a i g n  by 

e m p l o y e r s  a n d  government ,  The 'Red Scare* a n d  Winn ipeg  G e n e r a l  

S t i k e  p rompted  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  C r i m i n a l  Code, a l l o w i n g  a b r o a d e r  

d e f i n i t i o n  of s e d i t i o n ,  Amendments t o  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  Act 

f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  d e p o r t a t i o n  o f  B r i t i s h - b o r n  i m a i g r a n t s ,  4 

Government  a n d  e m p l o y e r s  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  d o m i n i o n  and  

p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i c e  a s  w e l l  a s  a r a e d  t r o o p s  to  b r e a k  s t r i k e s  a n d  

i m p e d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s ,  5 The e a r l y  1 9 2 0 s  were a time 

when t h e  open-shop  c a r p a i g n  a n d  u s e  of the b l a c k l i s t  e s c a l a t e d ,  

a d v a n c e d  j u s t  a s  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  by C a n a d i a n  e m p l o y e r s  a s  b y  

t h e i r  A m e r i c a n  c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  6 

O r g a n i z e d  l a b o u r  c o u l d  n o t  c o u n t e r  t h e  o f f e n s i v e  a s  w o r k i n g  

u n i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  l a b o u r  movement was s e l d o m  a c h i e v e d ,  The  rise 

of t h e  One B i g  Union ( 0 - B - U , )  h a d  d e e p e n e d  t h e  r i f t  be tween  east ---------------- 
4R. l4cCormack ,  Bef o r m f ~ ,  Rebels and R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  {Toron to :  
n n i v e r s i t p  o f  T o r o n t o  P r e s s ) ,  pp. 162- 163, 167, 

s C l  L i p t o n ,  T r a d e  Union Bovement in Gtct 1827-1959  
( H o n t r e a l  : C a n a d i a n  Social  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1966) , pp, 207-208, See 
a l s o  I a n  Angus ,Canadi= B o l s h e v i k s  ( H o n t r e a l :  Vanguard  
P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1981)  , p, 120. 



a n d  west, b e t w e e n  c r a f t  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  u n i o n i s m ,  i s o l a t i n g  a n  

i m p o r t a n t  s e c t o r  o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  l a b o u r  movement, To make 

matters worse ,  t h e  eclectic r a d i c a l i s m  o f  t h e  0 . B . U -  f a i l e d  t o  

p r o v i d e  W e s t e r n  C a n a d i a n  l a b o u r  v i t h  a  u n i f y i n g  f o r c e ,  ' The  

Lumber W o r k e r s '  I n d u s t r i a l  U n i t  o f  t h e  0, B.U., f o r e r u n n e r  of t h e  

Lumber Workers '  I n d u s t r i a l  U s i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  t h i s  s t u d y  is 

c o n c e r n e d ,  was p a r t i c u l a r i l y  h a r d - h i t  b y  i n t e r n a l  d i s s e n s i o n ,  

C o n f l i c t  o v e r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  v e r s u s  i n d u s t r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  

well a s  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l i s t  t e n d e n c i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

0.3 .0 ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e v e n t a a l  w i t h d r a w a l  of t h e  Lumber 

g o r k e r s *  I n d u s t r i a l  gnit, The w i t h d r a w a l .  o f  t h e  l u m b e r  w o r k e r s  

s e r i o u s l y  weakened  b o t h  p a r t i e s ,  C u t  off from the O,B.U,, t h e  

Lumber W o r k e r s  I n d u s t r i a l  U n i t ,  a t  o n e  p o i n t  20,000 s t r o n g ,  

e n t e r e d  i n t o  a r a p i d  d e c l i n e  a f t e r  1920, 

T h e  Lumber Workersa  I n d u s t r i a l  I3nion is a n  u n w r i t t e n  

c h a p t e r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n  aovement,  W h i l e  

a f f o r d e d  a m e n t i o n  here a n d  t h e r e ,  i ts o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e n d e a v o u r s  

h a v e  y e t  t o  b e  e x a m i n e d  i n  d e t a i l ,  The b a c k g r o u n d  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  

s k e t c h e s  i n  b r o a d  o u t l i n e  a  h i s t o r y  too r i c h  t o  b e  c o n t a i n e d  

w i t h i n  t h e  s c o p e  of t h i s  s t u d y ,  a r e m i n d e r  t h a t  much work i n  

B , C , * s  l a b o u r  h i s t o r y  r e m a i n s  t o  be done,  

---------------- 
7 R o s s  BfcCormack claims t h a t  "two radical  t e n d e n c i e s  f u s e d m  a t  
t h e  W e s t e r n  L a b o u r  C o n f e r e n c e  of 1918: t h e  m i l i t a n t  i n d u s t r i a l  
u n i o n i s m  of t h e  s y n d i c a l i s t s  a n d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  
f a v o u r e d  by t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  of Canada ( S , P , C , ) ,  F u s i o n ,  
however ,  h a r d l y  seerils a n  a p t  d e s c r i p t i a n ,  Hot o n l y  d i d  the 
r e v o l u t  i o n a r i e s  of t h e  S , P ,  C, c l a s h  with s y n d i c a l i s t s  o n  p h i l i s o p h i c a f  
i s s u e s ,  b u t  t h e  0 - 0 - U ,  was t r o u b l e d  b y  o t h e r ,  Bore 
p r a c t i c a l  rifts, E l ~ C o r l a a c k , ~ ~  cit,,p, 164, 



Over  4000 members of t h e  B-C . L o g g e r s *  Union  had  j o i n e d  

t h e  0.B.U- a s  t h e  h u a b e r  W o r k e r s *  I n d u s t r i a l  U n i t -  By t h e  e n d  o f  

1 9 1 9  t h e  L I W , I , U ,  had a  membersh ip  o f  17,000,  t h e  majority b e i n g  

f r o m  B,C, I n  1921  t h e  L U . 1 . U -  split i n t o  two f a c t i o n s ,  o n e  

r e a f f i r m i n g  i t s  t ies  w i t h  t h e  1 , W . W -  a n d  o n e  a f f i l i a t i n g  w i t h  

t h e  R e d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  of L a b o u r  U n i o n s  (R,I,L,U,), The s p l i t ,  

c o u p l e d  w i t h  s lumping  m a r k e t s ,  weakened b o t h  f a c t  i o n s ,  The 

Communist  f a c t i o n  saw its metabership  d e c l i n e  t h r o u g h  1920 t o  

1922  d u e  b o t h  t o  a  series of d e f e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  1 - R , W .  f a c t i o n  

a n d  t o  t h e  s t a g n a n t  econoety, P a u l  P h i l l i p s  n o t e s  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  

Communist  f a c t i o n ,  qsThe f i n a l  b low came i n  December of 1922, 

v h e n  t h e  C r a n b r o o k  District  of t h e  u n i o n  i n  e f f e c t  a l l i e d  w i t h  

t h e  I,#, W,, After a n  u n s u c c e s s f u l  c o n v e n t i o n ,  the d i s t r i c t  

s e c r e t a r y  d e f e c t e d  t o  t h e  H o b b l i e s - "  % However t h e  Wobbly 

f a c t i o n  f a r e d  l i t t l e  b e t t e r  t h a n  t h e  L, W. I O U , - R , I , L U .  RLthough 

r e a a i n i n g  a c t i v e  in C r a n b r o o k  a n d  P r i n c e  G e o r g e  a s  well a s  i n  

t h e  Vancouver  area, b y  1924  t h e  L,W,I,U,-1-W.H. had  b e e n  r e d u c e d  

t o  a m e m b e r s h i p  of 126 men, 9 O b v i o u s l y  t h e r e  were s e r i o u s  

p r o b l e r a s  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  The d e a t h  of t h e  LIW,I,U,-T,W,W, uas 

slow, however ,  f o r  it lingered cn u n t i l  1926, 

A 1  t h o u g h  t h e  l u a  b e r  w o r k e r s  of British Columbia  d e s p e r a t e l y  

n e e d e d  u n i o n  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t h e  c r a f t  d o m i n a t e d  T r a d e s  and  

L a b o u r  C o n g r e s s  (T-L-C,) f a i l e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  t a s k ,  When t h e  

*J, S c o t t ,  P l u n d e r b u n d  P r o l e t a r i a t  (Vancouver:  New S t a r  
Books,  1975) .  pp- 148,151- 



L,W,I,U, r e o r g a n i z e d  i n  B - C -  i n  1928, its l e a d e r s h i p  i n c l u d e d  

men who h a d  b e e n  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  l u m b e r  w o r k e r s *  u n i o n  i n  

t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s ,  1 0  L i n k s  t o  t h e  C o n m u n i s t  P a r t y ,  whose t r a d e  

u n i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  had i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e ,  d e v e l o p e d  

r a p i d l y ,  I n  1928, B , C , ' s  L-W.1-U, l e a d e r s  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  Lumber 

a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Workers '  f n d u s t r i a l  Union,  c e n t e r e d  i n  N o r t h e r n  

O n t a r i o ,  f o r  s u p p o r t  i n  r e o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  l u m b e r  workers o f  

B,C.  1 1  T h e  L, W-I, U, was c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  T r a d e  Union  

E d u c a t i o n a l  L e a g u e  (T,U.E,L,) , t h e  f o r e r u n n e r  of t h e  T r a d e  Union 

U n i t y  L e a g u e  (T,U,U,L-)  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  t h e  W o r k e r s *  

U n i t y  L e a g u e  ( V , G , L , )  i n  Canada ,  which were i n  t u r n  d i r e c t l y  

l i n k e d  t o  t h e  C o r a a n i s t  P a r t y ,  

C a n a d i a n  Coatrnunists  h a d  f o r m a l i z e d  t h e  T-U-E-L, i n  1923, 

w i t h  C a n a d a  a s  t h e  f o u r t h  District  o f  t h e  U, S, -based  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  The p o l i c i e s  of t h e  T-U-E-L. i n  Canada f o l l o w e d  

t h o s e  of its U.S. p a r e n t  c l o s e l y ,  a n d  i n  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  

l e a d e r s h i p  r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  C.P. e x e c u t i v e  o f f i c e r s ,  

D e s p i t e  i n t e r n a l  s t r u g g l e s ,  t h e  C, P, C, f o l l o v e d  t h e  s t r a t e g i e s  

demanded by t h e  Corn in te rn ,  As e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  F o u r t h  District of 

t h e  'F-U,%,L, c a l l e d  f o r  a n a l g a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  c r a f t  u n i o n s ,  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of b o t h  t h e  u n s k i l l e d  a n d  u n o r g a n i z e d  a s  w e l l  a s  

i n f i l t r a t i o n  of t h e  r e f o r m i s t  u n i o n s  w i t h  a  v iew t o  e v e n t u a l l y  

---------------- 
loR,  Bergen ,Touqh  T i ~ b e r  ( T o r o n t o :  P r o g r e s s  Books, l 9 6 6 ) ,  p -  26-  

1 l T h e  L n a b e r  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Workers '  I n d u s t r i a l  Union c h a n g e d  
its name t o  L u a b e r  Workers '  I n d u s t r i a l  Union i n  1932- I n  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  of c l a r i t y ,  L , Y , I , U ,  w i l l  be  u s e d  t o  refer t o  t h e  
u n i o n  d u r i n g  b o t h  p e r i o d s ,  



e s t a b l i s h i n g  Communi s t  P a r t y  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  most p o w e r f u l  

u n i o n s .  1 2  C a n a d i a n  members  o f  t h e  T,U,E,L, c o n t i n u e d  t o  w o r k  

w i t h i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  u n i o n s  of t h e  T,L,C,/A, POLI u n t i l  1929-  

When t h e  C o r n i n t e r n  v e e r e d  l e f t  i n  1928,  d e n o u n c i n g  s o c i a l  

d e m o c r a c y  a s  ' s o c i a l  fascism*,  t h e  Communi s t  a c t i v i s t s  w i t h i n  

t h e  l a b o u r  movement  c h a n g e d  tactics,  1 3  T h e  T,U,E-L. l e a d e r s  

j e t t i s o n e d  t h e  p o l i c y  of ' b o r i n g  from w i t h i n *  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  

w i t h s t o o d  by t h e  T,L,C,/A,F,L,, t o  a d o p t  a p o l i c y  o f  d u a l  

u n i o n i s m  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  u n o r g a n i z e d ,  T h e i r  o b j e c t i v e  - 
t o  w r e n c h  c o n t r o l  o f  the l a b o u r  movement  from the reformist 

u n i o n  c e n t e r ,  T h e  F o u r t h  District of t h e  P,U,E.L,  r e d e f i n e d  

i tself  a s  t h e  W o r k e r s g  U n i t y  L e a g u e  i n  e a r l y  1930- 

I n  B r i t i s h  C o l o m b i a  t h e  W, U,L, p r e s e n c e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  

s t r o n g -  Table X I 1 1  o u t l i n e s  the v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a f f i l i a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  C.P,CI  by  1935, 1 4  A l t h o u g h  t h e  V,U,LI was d i r e c t l y  

l i n k e d  t o  t h e  A.I,LIU,,  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  t h e  W , U , L  a n d  t h e  

C,P,C, o v e r l a p p e d ,  T h e  W , U , L  a f f i l i a t e s  of p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  

i n  0-C. i n c l u d e  t h e  n i n e  W o r k e r s  U n i o n  of C a n a d a ,  t h e  F i s h i n g  

a n d  C a n n e r y  W o r k e r s  I n d u s t r i a l  U n i o n ,  t h e  L o n g s h o r e  men a n d  

T r a n s p o r t  X o r k e r s  o f  C a n a d a  w i t h  i ts many b r a n c h e s  , t h e  Relief 

13rbid,,pt 276, See also ,  B n d r e e  L e v e s q a e ,  f l L e  Q u e b e c  e t  le 
monde c o a m a n i s t e :  C o w a n s v i l l e ,  193 1, '@ R e v u e  d S H i s t o i =  & 
l 0 A e e r i g q e  m n c a i s e ,  XXXIV ( l98O) ,  173, --- 
l 4 T h e  t a b l e  is c o a p i l e d  f r o ~  a t ab l e  i n  a n  f ( ,C,n ,P ,  f i l e  o n  
Contmunis t  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  C a n a d a  d u r i n g  t h e  1 9 3 0 s  a n d  1 9 4 0 s -  
P.A.C. D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a b o u r ,  RG 27, V o l o ~ e  835, F i l e  1-28-1, 
p a r t  1, 



TABLE XI11 

ORCXNIZATIONS AFFILIATED TO THE COEMUNIST ISTERNATIONAL PRIOR TO 1935 

C. P. C. AFFILIATES W. U.  L. AFFILIATES ACTIVE IN B. C. 

Workerr'  Ex-Service- 
men's League 

Farmers '  Unity 
League 

N a t i o n a l  
Unemployed 
Workers ' 
Association 

Canadian Labour 
Defense  League 

F r i e n d s  of 
S o v i e t  Russ ia  

U k r a i n i a n  Farmer - 
Labour Temple 
A s s o c i a t i o n  

F i n n l r h  O r g a n l z r t i o n  
of  Canada 

Auto Worker. 
I n d u m t r i a l  Union 

P i a h e m e n  6 Cannery 
Workers' I n d u s t r i a l  
Union 

Food Worker.' Indue t r i a l  
Union 

F u r n i t u r e  and  lioodworkers' 
I n d u a t r i a l  Union 

Lumber Workers' 
I n d u s t r i a l  Union 

I n d u r t r i a l  Union of 
Needle T r a d e s  Workers 

Shoe and h a t h e r  
Workers' I n d u s t r i a l  Union 

T e x t i l e  Workers' Union 

R e l i e f  Camp Workers' Union 

Longshoremen and Transpor t  
Workers of  Canad; 

Mine Workers Union of Canada 

Yea 

Yes . 

No 

Ye. 

Yes 

Ye. 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 



Camp R o r k e r s  Union,  a n d ,  more s p e c i f i c  t o  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e  Lumber 

Workers' I n d u s t r i a l  Union, I n  a d d i t i o n  to  t h e s e  u n i o n s ,  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  I lnemployed A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  n o t e w o r t h y  b e c a u s e  i t  

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  1931 s t r i k e  a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s ,  15 The C-P-C,, 

w h i l e  n e v e r  commanding t h e  membership  i t  s o u g h t ,  n o n e t h e l e s s  h a d  

a  s u b s t a n t i a l  s u p p o r t  C a s e  a n d  it p r o v e d  itself a n  e f f e c t i v e  

f o r c e  i n  t h e  l a b o a r  movement t h r o u g h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  

V,U.L, I n  f a c t ,  t h e  1931 arrest  of Tim Buck and s e v e n  other 

C,P,C. l e a d e r s  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  s t a t e ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  C* P.C. 

a s  a v i a b l e  force, By 1935 t h e  @ e m b e r s h i p  of t h e  i l , f3 .  Lo is 

e s t i a a t e d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  40,000, 1 6  T h e  l u m b e r  w o r k e r s  o r g a n i z e d  

i n  B,C. a l o n e  would  h a v e  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  a s i z e a b l e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  

t h e  W,U, L . * s  membership ,  The number of B r i t i s h  C o l o m b i a n  l u m b e r  

w o r k e r s  o r g a n i z e d  i n  1935 h a s  b e e n  e s t i m a t e d  a t  20,000 by n y r t l e  

B e r g s e n ,  1 7  T h e  F r a s e r  H i l l s  s t r i k e  was t h u s  p a r t  o f  a much 

l a r g e r  whole. 

A l t h o u g h  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  luuiber  w o r k e r s  b e g a n  i n  1928 

i t  v o u l d  b e  t h r e e  p e a r s  b e f o r e  t h e  L , U , I , U ,  would p r o v e  i t s e l f  

an e f f e c t i v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  f o r  t h e  men, By 1929 t h e  membersh ip  

----------------- 
l s T h e  e x a c t  m e ~ b e r s h i p  is unknown b u t  u a s  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  I n  1931 
unemployment  i n  B,C, s t o o d  a t  27% The N , U . @ ,  p u b l i s h e d  its own 
p a p e r ,  Thf U n e m ~ l o p e d  Worker , which  p r o v i d e s  some r e c o r d  o f  its 
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  l i n k  t o  t h e  C,P,C, P h i l l i p s ,  qp, 
 it,^ p- 101, 

l 6 U .  Logan,  T r a d e  U n i o n s  In C a n a d a  (Toron to :  H a c R i l l a n ,  1948) ,  
p. 346, 

X t B e r g r e n ,  OJr cit,, pp, 5 4 ,  93, 



was s t i l l  o n l y  t w e n t y - f i v e  s t r o n g ,  18 T h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f a c i n g  

~ a r l y  o r g a n i z e r s  were numerous, They were hampered b y  f i n a n c i a l  

c o n s t r a i n t s :  t r a v e l l i n g  f r o m  camp t o  camp, o r g a n i z e r s  had  no 

r e s o u r c e s ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  few d u e s  c o l l e c t e d  , t o  meet e x p e n s e s ,  19 

O r q a n i z e r s  were o f  t e n  t h e  v i c t i m  of  e ~ p l o y e r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  

# h e n  r e p o r t i n g  o n  t h e  p r o g r e s s  b e i n g  made i n  t h e  v e s t  a t  t h e  

L , A , H , I . U ,  C o n v e n t  i o n  i n  1931,  u n i o n  o r g a n i z e r s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a  

# ' c l o s e  a n d  v i c i o u s  b l a c k l i s t "  was b e i n g  u s e d  R a g a i n s t  t h e  

~ i l i t a n t s , * *  2 0  T h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of o r g a n i z i n g  i n  these e a r l y  

y e a r s  a r e  r e c o u n t e d  by Jack G i l l b a n k s ,  who was very  a c t i v e  i n  

B s  s o o n  a s  you g o t  t h e  money f r o m  t h e  d e l e g a t e s ,  from 
t h e  a e m b e r s ,  well, i t  was s p e n t  a n d  so we d e c i d e d ,  well 
by g o l l y ,  t h e  b e s t  t h i n g  for u s  t o  d o  was j u s t  t o  s t e p  
r i g h t  o u t  h e r e  a n d  g o  a f t e r  t h e  l o g g e r s ,  t a k e  i n  s o a e  o f  
t h e s e  camps,  you  know, 1 went  o u t  w i t h  a f e l l o w  by t h e  
name of Andy H o g a r t h  a n d  we u s e d  t o  h i t c h h i k e  i n  t h e s e  
camps, We n a i n l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  t h e  i s l a n d  a l t h o u g h  we 
t o o k  i n  some of t h e  s a u a i l l s  on t h e  F r a s e r  River a n d  o n  
B u r r a r d  i n l e t -  . , , , Y e  went  o v e r  o n  Vancouver  I s l a n d  
, ,, , w e  u s e d  t o  h a v e  t o  s n e a k  i n t o  t h e s e  camps -,, when 
the crew was i n  f o r  s u p p e r ,  A s  l o n g  a s  w e  g o t  i n t o  t h e  
bunkhouse  well, we were good for a l i t t l e  v h i l e ,  Bu t  
somet iaaes  we u s e d  t o  make a & i s c u e  a n d  w e  u s e d  t o  g e t  
i n t o  t h e  wrong b u n k h o u s e  a n d  m y b e  t h e r e  were a l o t  o f  
a n t i - u n i o n  g u y s  o r  e v e n  s t o o l  p i g e o n s ,  We h a d  t o  g e t  o u t  
somt iaes .  S o m e t i n e s  w e  u s e d  t o  t r y  t o  p i c k  a  b u n k h o u s e  
t h a t  w e  h a d  a few s y m p a t h i z e r s  i n  and t h e n  we would make --- --------------- 

'eIbid,, pp, 26-27, 

191b id ,cp-  27- The a c c o u n t  on which t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  B e r g r e n s s  
book  i s  b a s e d  comes from B e r g r e n s  s c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  Arne 
J o h n s o n ,  u n d a t e d ,  now h e l d  by I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Woodworkers of  
Aaerica, R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l  1,  

zoP,A,O, ,  R e c o r d s  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l ,  BG 4, BS 367, Reel 3, 
C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  193 1, R e p o r t  o f  t h e  6 t h  C o n v e n t i o n ,  L A -  W-I. U, , 
flay 7, 1931, T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  w i l l  b e  c i t e d  h e r e a f t e r  as P - A - O , ,  
Coatmunist  P a r t y  C o l l e c t i o n ,  



some headway,  2 1  

W h i l e  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  r e t u r n  u n i o n i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  f o r e s t  

i n d u s t r y  was l o n g  a n d  h a r d ,  some  g a i n s  were b e i n g  made, A s  

r e c o r d s  o f  t h e  Communist  P a r t y  show, a t  t h e  W,U,L, C o n f e r e n c e  

h e l d  i n  Vancouver  i n  1 9 3 0 ,  "Comrades L a ~ o n t ,  Moe a n d  Uoodhead 

r e p o r t e d  f o r  t h e  l u m b e r  i n d u s t r y ,  Comrade L a a o n t  s t r e s s e d  t h e  

n e e d  f o r  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  o n  t h e  l a r g e  mass  o f  u n s k i l l e d  a n d  

u n o r g a n i z e d  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t , "  2 2  B y  n a y  o f  1931 ,  t h e  

B.C.  s e c t - i o n  o f  t h e  L , W , I , U ,  was r e p o r t e d  t o  b e  i n  "a s l i g h t l y  

b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t h a n  a y e a r  ear l iern  a l t h o u g h  "still n u m e r i c a l l y  

a n d  i n f l u e n t i a l l y  v e r y  23 

Tn t h e  summer of 1931,  LI W,I,UI o r g a n i z e r s  s t e p p e d  up t h e i r  

c a m p a i g n  a n d  t h e  w o r k e r s  a t  P r a s e r  H i l l s  b e g a n  t o  t a l k  o p e n l y  

a b o u t  a un ion .  O r g a n i z i n g  t h e  men a a y  h a v e  begun i n  1 9 3 0  or  e v e n  

ear l ier ,  b u t  t h i s  c a n n o t  b e  v e r i f i e d ,  E a r l y  m e e t i n g s  were 

c o n d u c t e d  s e c r e t i v e l y  a n d  word o f  t h e  u n i o n  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h  

on- the -  j o b  c o n t a c t s ,  The  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  role of H a r o l d  

P r i  t c h e t t ,  a s h i n g l e  weaver  w i t h  p r i o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  

a n d  a  s t r o n g  c o m a i t t m e n t  t o  u n i o n i z a t i o n ,  is well r e m e n b e r e d  b y  

a l l  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 3 1  s t r i k e ,  P r i t c h e t t  l a te r  would  

serve a s  C h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  S t r i k e  C o a a i t t e e ,  

----------------- 
2 l J a c k  G i l l b a n k s ,  J u n e  12, 1980, I n t e r v i e w e d  b y  C l a y  P e r r y ,  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Woodworkers of America, R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l  1- 

22  PIAIO1, Communist  P a r t y  C o l l e c t i o n ,  W, U. L, C o n f e r e n c e ,  
S e p t e n b e r ,  1939,  

2 3 P , A , O , ,  Communist  P a r t y  C o l l e c t i o n ,  R e p o r t  o f  6 th C o n v e n t i o n ,  
L , A , H , I , U , ,  H a y  7, 1931, 



When t h e  s t r i k e  b e g a n  on S e p t e m b e r  17, 1931,  H-J , H a c k i n ,  

t h e  G e n e r a l  R a n a g e r  o f  F r a s e r  H i l l s ,  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  6 4 0  w o r k e r s  

a t  t h e  m i l l  were & e i n g  m a n i p u l a t e d  by a h a n d f u l  of Communis ts ,  

T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  u a s  w i d e l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  n e w s p a p e r s ,  

I n d e e d  i t  was a  p o p l a r  p o s i t i o n  t o  a d o p t ,  J, 3, S t e w a r t ' s  b r i e f  

men t i o n  o f  t h e  s tr ike i n  h i s  1956 d i s s e r t i o n ,  # F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  

s e t t l e m e n t  i n  B r i t i s h  Columkiafl  s t a t e s  e r r o n e o u s l y  t h a t  F r e n c h  

C a n a d i a n s  d i d  n o t  t a k e  p o s i t i o n s  of l e a d e r s h i p -  H e  f u r t h e r  n o t e s  

t h a t  "some o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  s p i r i t s  i n  t h e  s t r i k e  were o u t s i d e r s  

a n d  o n e  o r  two were q u i t e  c a n d i d  a b o u t  t h e i r  C o a m u n i s t  

background ,  $# 2 4  W h i l e  t h e r e  were o u t s i d e r s  i n v o l v e d  who h a d  

c o n n e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  C,P,C,, i t  is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  o v e r l o o k  t h e  

d e g r e e  of  s u p p o r t  e n j o y e d  by  t h e  L.H. I, U, a t  F r a s e r  B i l l s -  I n  

f a c t ,  a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s ,  f i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  h e l d  a  

u n i o n  c a r d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i r s t  day o f  t h e  s t r i k e ,  Over  t h e  

d u r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r i k e  t h i s  number  g rew t o  461,  o r  more t h a n  

s e v e n t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  employees ,  O b v i o u s l y  t h e  L, W.1-U, h a d  

a c h i e v e d  a w i d e  b a s e  o f  s u p p o r t  a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s  w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e  

s t r i k e  began. 2 s  

T h e  y e a r s  1921  t o  1929  had p r o v i d e d  t h e  men w i t h  r e l a t i v e l y  

s t a b l e  i n c o m e s ,  T h e  n e x t  t w o  y e a r s ,  1 9 3 0  a n d  1931,  b r o u g h t  a n  

a s s a u l t  o n  t h e  men's  wages, T h e  p a y r o l l  r e c o r d s  p r o v i d e  h o u r l y  ------------------ 
Z * S t e w a r t ,  n f r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  S e t t l e m e n t u ,  p, 67,  

2 s U - B . C .  L i b r a r y ,  S p e c i a l  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  I , W , A , / P r i t c h e t t  
C o l l e c t i o n ,  n i n a t e s  o f  t h e  S t r i k e  Coami ttee, f i l e s  10-1 1,10-12, 
A s  t h e  M i n u t e s  of t h e  S t r i k e  C o ~ m i t t e e  s e r v e  a s  a b a s e  r e f e r e n c e  
t h e y  w i l l  b e  c i t e d  o n l y  when q u o t e d  d i r e c t l y  o r  when u s e d  t o  
s u b s t a n t i a t e  a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p o i n t ,  



Mean 

Median 

Mode 

Range 

TABLE XIV 

HOURLY WAGES FOR CAUCASIAN WORKERS, 1 9 2 1  - 1 9 3 1  

Standard 
Deviation 

v a g e  ra tes  a s  well a s  a n n u a l  e a r n i n g s  f o r  t h e  men a t  F r a s e r  

n i l l s ,  T a b l e  X I V  g i v e s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  h o u r l y  v a g e  r a t e s  

being r e c e i v e d  by C a u c a s i a n  w o r k e r s .  T h e  O r i e n t a l s ,  i t  must  be 

r e s e 2 b e r e d ,  were almost a l l  p a i d  less  t h a n  t w e n t y - o n e  c e n t s  a n  

h o u r .  H o u r l y  ra tes  were c o l l e c t e d  f o r  a l l  men a t  F r a s e r  n i l l s  i n  

S e p t e m b e r  o f  1931, T h e  mean h o u r l y  wage f o r  w h i t e  males of 

t h i r t y - f o u r  a n d  a h a l f  c e n t s  i s  a c t u a l l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  most would  

h a v e  r e c e i v e d .  The  c u r v e s  vere s k e w e d  b y  e x t r e m e s  o n  t h e  t o p  end  

o f  t h e  range. T h e  u ied ian  R-314 a n d  mode 6.313 g i v e  a a u c h  b e t t e r  

i n d i c a t i o n  of t y p i c a l  h o u r l y  wages.  T a b l e  X I V  shows t h a t , f o r  t h e  

men vho h a d  worked a t  Fraser n i l l s  from 1927  t o  1931 o r  e v e n  



1 9 2 1  t o  1931 ,  w a g e s  h a d  d e c l i n e d ,  T h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  

t w e n t i e s  were n o t  a time of e c o n o m i c  b u o y a n c y ,  y e t  w a g e s  

a v e r a g e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  i n  1931,  I l h i l e  o n l y  o n e - f  i f t h  

o f  t h e  C a u c i s i a n  w o r k e r s  would  he  ab le  t o  c o m p a r e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  

1 9 2 1  a n d  1931 ,  255, o r  f i f t y  p e r c e n t ,  h a d  b e e n  a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s  

from 1927  o n ,  a n d  t h e  d e c l i n e  m u s t  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  s t r i k i n g -  

P u r t h e r a o r e ,  w a g e s  d i d  n a t  b e g i n  d r o p p i n g  u n t i l  e a r l y  1930,  T h e  

p e r s o n n e l  r e c o r d s  show f i v e  na jar c o t s  b e t w e e n  J a n u a r y  o f  1 9 3 0  

a n d  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1 9 3 1 ;  soae men's  w a g e s  were c u t  up  t o  s i x  times 

d u r i n g  t h a t  t w e n t y  month p e r i o d ,  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - t h i r d  of a 

m a n ' s  w a g e s  were w i t h d r a w n ,  a f e w  c e n t s  a t  a t i n e ,  u n t i l  t h e  

g o i n g  r a t e  a t  t h e  m i l l  h a d  f a l l e n  t o  t h i r t y  o n e  c e n t s  f o r  

e a a r r i e d  men, t w e n t y - s e v e n  c e n t s  f o r  s i n g l e  men a n d  t w e n t y  c e n t s  

f o r  O r i e n t a l s ,  

I n  terms of a n n u a l  e a r n i n g s  t h e  f i g u r e s  are e v e n  more 

d r a m a t i c .  T a b l e  XV s h o w s  t h a t  i n  1931,  f o r t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  of t h e  

w o r k f o r c e  e a r n e d  less t h a n  six h u n d r e d  d o l l a r s  f o r  t h e  p e a r ' s  

work,  Even h a d  t h e y  n o t  b e e n  o n  s t r i k e  f o r  two a n d  a h a l f  a o n t h s  

the a v e r a g e  s t i l l  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  well b e l o w  i n c o m e  l e v e l s  

r e a c h e d  i n  1 9 3 0 - 2 6  ---------------- 
2 6  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a man e a r n i n g  $ 6 0 0  i n  1 9 3 1  m i g h t  h a v e  e a r n e d  a s  
such a s  $ 7 5 7  h a d  t h e  m i l l  n o t  b e e n  s h u t  down f o r  two a n d  a h a l f  
m o n t h s  a n d  h a d  t h e  company n o t  k e p t  r e d n c i n g  wages b e l o w  t h e  
l e v e l s  r e a c h e d  by S e p t e m b e r  of 1931, It i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  men 
w o u l d  h a v e  s e e n  f u r t h e r  wage  c u t s ,  w h i c h  were the c o s p a n y g s  
s o l u t i o n  t o  s l u l a p i n g  m a r k e t s ,  T h e  a b o v e  f i g u r e  is d e r i v e d  from 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f o r m u l a :  $6OO/9,5=$63,lSxtZ?=$757,OO, w h e r e  $600 is 
a c t u a l  e a r n i n g s  i n  1931,  9 - 5  is n u m b e r  of m o n t h s  worked ,  $63- 1 5  
is a v e r a g e  m o n t h l y  i n c o m e  a n d  $ 7 5 7 - 0 0  is p r o j e c t e d  by  
m u l t i p l y i n g  a v e r a g e  m o n t h l y  i n c o m e  by t w e l v e  m o n t h s  o r  a f u l l  
work  y e a r , I f  t h i s  f o r m u l a  i s  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  f i g n r e s  i n  Table X V  
close t o  h a l f  o f  t h e  men wou ld  h a v e  e a r n e d  less t h a n  $ 7 5 7 - 0 0  i n  



TABLE XV 

INCOME DISTRIBUTION BY PERCENTAGE, 1921 TO 1931 

~nnual Income 1921 1923 1925 1927 1929 1930 1931 
(dollars) 

1 - 399 

400 - 499 

500 - 599 

600 - 699 

700 - 799 

800 - 899 

900 - 999 

'1000 - 1009 
1100 - 1199 
1200 - 1299 
1300 - 1399 
1400 - 1499 
1500 - 1999 
2000 - 2999 
3000 - 3999 
4000 - 4999 
5000 - 5999 
6000 - 9999 
Over 10000 

MEAN $1268 $1525 $1327 $1262 $1343 $1105 $ 7 3 9  

MEDIAN $1117 $1350 $1166 $1107 $1085 $ 959 $ 616 

STANDARD $ 670 $1007 $ 634 $ 594 $1084 $ 483 $ 397 
DEVIATION 



T h e  median  is p e r h a p s  sore u s e f u l  a f i g u r e  t h a n  t h e  mean, By 

193  1, more  t h a n  f i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  men e a r n e d  less t h a n  

6615.00 a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  8 9 5 9 - 3 7  i n  1930 a n d  $1085.00 i n  1929, 

n h i  .e p r i c e s  were i n d e e d  f a l l i n g  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  t h e y  d i d  n o t  

f a l l  t h i r t y  p e r c e n t  b e t w e e n  1 9 2 9  a n d  1931 w h i l e  wages  d i d ,  I n  

f a c t ,  t h e  L a b o u r  Gazette o f  F e b r u a r y ,  1932 ,  p r o v i d e s  f i g u r e s  o n  

t h e  cost o f  l i v i n g ,  i n  Canada ,  f r o m  1 9 1 3  t o  1932- They  show t h a t  

r e t a i l  p r i c e s  b e g a n  t o  d r o p  i n  mid-1930, By S e p t e m b e r ,  1931,  

p r i c e s  had d r o p ~ e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t w e n t y  p e r c e n t ,  P r i c e s  f o r  

h o u s i n g ,  f u e l  a n d  u t i l i t i e s  d r o p p e d  o n l y  s l i g h t l y  a l t h o u g h  f o o d  

c o s t s  d i p p e d  s h a r p l y ,  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  l o s s  i n  r e a l  i n c o m e  is 

mos t  d e f i n i t e ,  27 

T h i s  s u b s t a n t i a l  d e c r e a s e  must  h a v e  had  a s t r o n g  i m p a c t  on 

t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  living i n  F r a s e r  ~ i l l s , f ~ a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  T h e  y e a r l y  

i n d e x  of f o o d  p r i c e s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  L a b o u r  G a z e t t e  for 1931  allows 

a b r o a d  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  f o r  w o r k i n g  f a m i l i e s  i n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia ,  T b e  L a b o u r  Gazette f i g u r e s  show t h e  c o s t  o f  

l i v i n g  t o  h a v e  b e e n  n o t a b l y  h i g h e r  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia  t h a n  i n  

the o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s ,  The e s t i ~ a t e d  w e e k l y  cost f o r  t w e n t y - n i n e  

s t a p l e  f o o d s  f o r  a f a m i l y  o f  f i v e  a m o u n t e d  t o  $9.10, 28 T h i s  

f i g u r e  can b e  r e a s o n a b l y  used b e c a u s e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a m a j o r i t y  

o f  t h e  men w o r k i n g  a t  F r a s e r  fiills were m a r r i e d  and  v o n l d  h a v e  ------------------ 
z e ( c o n t * d )  1 9 3 1 ,  a $200..00 d r o p  o v e r  e a r n i n g s  i n  1930, 

2 ?Canada ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Labour ,  Laboyr Gazette, 1932 ( 0 t  tawa: F. 
B ,  Acland ,  1 9 3 3 ) ,  p -  231.. 

ZeCanada,  D e p a r t m e n t  of L a b o u r ,  L a b o u r  azptt~ 1931  (Ot tawa:  Po 
A,  Acland ,  1 9 3 2 ) ,  p. 1143- 



h a d  f a m i l i e s  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d ,  F r a s e r  n i l l s  was f a r  

e n o u g h  away f r o m  V a n c o u v e r  to  a l l o w  f o r  somewhat  h i g h e r  f o o d  

c o s t s  b e c a u s e  of i n c r e a s e d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  A l s o  many p e o p l e  

s t i l l  s t ~ p p e d  a t  t h e  company s t o r e  w h e r e  p r i c e s  ( u n l e s s  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  s t o r e  was a r o s e  among t h o r n s )  were d o u b t l e s s  

i n f l a t e d .  On t h e  o t he r  hand,  many of t h e  a a r r i e d  i l i l l w o r k e r s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  i n  N a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  had  b u i l t  

t h e i r  homes o n  l a r g e  l o t s  a n d  c o u l d  p r o d u c e  some of t h e i r  f o o d ,  

t h u s  d e f r a y i n g  costs, U n f o r t u n a t e l y  s u c h  f a c t o r s  c a n n o t  b e  

measured .  

Working w i t h  t h e  f i g u r e  of $9- 10 a week f o r  b a s i c  f o o d  

c o s t s ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  f a r i l y  would h a v e  s e e n  a n  a n n u a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  

o f  8473.20, When h o u s i n g  costs are a d d e d  it t a k e s  l i t t l e  

i m a g i n a t i o n  t o  e n v i s a g e  the d e s p a i r  a n d  f r u s t r a t i o n  e n g e n d e r e d  

by news o f  a  f u r t h e r  wage c u t ,  T h i r t y - f  o u r  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  

Caucasian e m p l o y e e s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  t o w n s i t e ,  a s  d i d  a l a o s t  a l l  of 

the 151 C h i n e s e ,  J a p a n e s e  a n d  East I n d i a n  v o r k e r s ,  S o n e  of  t h e  

C a u c a s i a n  w o r k e r s  l i v i n g  a t  F r a s e r  n i l l s  o u n e d  t h e i r  own holaes, 

b u t  t h e  v a s t  l ~ a j o r i t y  r e n t e d  f r o m  t h e  company.. R e n t s  i n  t h e  

t o w n s i t e  ran from e i g h t  d o l l a r s  t o  e l e v e n  d o l l a r s  p e r  a o n t h  o n  

a v e r a g e ,  Foremen p a i d  a l i t t l e  more, Rents o u t s i d e  t h e  t o w n s i t e  

commonly r a n g e d  from t w e l v e  t o  t w e n t y - t w o  d o l l a r s ,  2 9  H o u s i n g  

a d v e r t i s e d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l a m b i a n  was a v a i l a b l e  a t  a  cost  of 

a n y w h e r e  f r o m  t e n  t o  t h i r t y  d o l l a r s  p e r  month,  w i t h  a o s t  r e n t s  

--------- -------- 
* ~ A S  a n  e x a a p l e ,  a s i x  room h o u s e  w i t h  Rmodern c o n v e n i e n c e s n  
would r e n t  f o r  e i g h t e e n  d o l l a r s  o r  niore,Ibid- ,  p- 1145, 



f a l l i n q  b e t w e e n  f i f t e e n  and t w e n t y  d o l l a r s ,  Roolas o r  s u i t e s  r a n  

from e i g h t  to  t w e n t y  d o l l a r s  p e r  month, w h i l e  room a n d  b o a r d  

c o u l d  r u n  a s  h i g h  a s  t v e n t y - e i g h t  d o l l a r s  f o r  o n e  month. 30 

E s t i a a t i n g  o n  a m o n t h l y  b a s i s ,  u s i n g  n e d i a n  wage f i g u r e s  d e r i v e d  

f r o m  T a b l e  X V ,  a man w i t h  a wife a n d  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n  would h a v e  a 

m o n t h l y  i n c o m e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $64.00, O f  t h a t  amount ,  t h e  

f a a i l y  would  s p e n d  $39.43 on f o o d ,  l e a v i n g  $25.30 f o r  r e n t  o r  

o t h e r  h o u s i n g  c o s t s ,  f u e l ,  l i g h t ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  m i s c e l l a n e o u s  

e x p e n s e s .  Even a f a m i l y  renting frola the C-H-L.C, a t  e i g h t  

d o l l a r s  a month,  which  was a b n o r m a l l y  low, would h a v e  seen over 

s e v e n t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d  h e a d ' s  wages g o  f o r  b a s i c  

c o s t s  - f o o d  a n d  s h e l t e r ,  For  a f a a t i l y  l i v i n g  o u t s i d e  t h e  

t o w n s i t e ,  paying p e r h a p s  f i f t e e n  d o l l a r s  a o n t h l p  rent ,  as  much 

a s  e i g h t y - f  i v e  o r  n i n e t y  percent of a man 's  incorne c o u l d  b e  

t a k e n  u p  by mere s u b s i s t e n c e  c o s t s ,  3 1  

T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  t o  c o n s i d e r  which  w i l l  n e v e r  show 

u p  on e v e n  t h e  b e s t  p r i c e  i n d e x ,  Elany of t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  i n  

9 a i l 1  a r d v i l l e ,  a s  a e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  , had s u f f i c i e n t  g a r d e n  space 

t o  a l l o v  p r o d u c e  t o  b e  grown f o r  d o m e s t i c  c o n s n m ~ t i o n ,  By  s u c h  

means,  a t  l e a s t  some f a m i l i e s  could h a v e  e a s e d  t h e  cost  o f  ----------------- 
J O B r i t i a  s o l u m b i a q ,  S e p t e m b e r  1931, The  c l a s s i f i e d  ads were 
s u r v e y e d  t o  e s t i m a t e  r e n t a l  c o s t s  a t  t h e  time of t h e  s t r i k e -  

31As Terry Copp p o i n t s  out i n  - A n a t o m  of gover t r r ;  x& 
C o n d i t i o n  of t& Workinq Class in H o n t r e a l ,  1900-1929 ( T o r o n t o :  - 
8 c C l e l l a n d  & Stewart, 1974) , p. 31, t h e  modern S t a t i s t i c s  Canada  
d e f i n i t i o n  of p o v e r t y - R a n y  f a m i l y  s p e n d i n g  m o r e  t h a n  s e v e n t y  
p e r c e n t  of t o t a l  i n c o n e  o n  food ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  s h e l t e r , # - p l a c e s  
the majority of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  which  h e  s t u d i e d  be low t h e  
p o v e r t y  l i n e , C e r t a i n l y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of F r a s e r  H i l l s  w o r k e r s  were 
in s imi l i a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  



l i v i n g ,  A l s o ,  c o - r e s i d e n c e  o f  w o r k i n g  f a m i l y  nenrbers  was n o t  

uncommon; s o n s  w o r k i n g  a t  P r a s e r  Piills p r e s u m a b l y  s u p p l e m e n t e d  

t h e  f a m i l y  income a s  d i d  more d i s t a n t  m a l e  r e l a t i v e s  p a y i n g  room 

a n d  b o a r d ,  U n m a r r i e d  w o r k e r s  c o u l d  c e r t a i n l y  h a v e  l o w e r e d  

e x p e n s e s  by s h a r i n g  accommodat ion.  The work ing  c l a s s  community 

of F r a s e r  ~ i l l s / H a i l l a r d v i l l e  was  r e s i l i e n t  e n o u g h  t o  e x p l o i t  a t  

l e a s t  some o f  t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  t o  make e n d s  meet, The c o n p a n y * ~  

p r o p o s a l  t o  c u t  wages ,  however ,  would h a v e  e r o d e d  t h e  q u a l i t y  of 

l i f e  i n t o l e r a b l y ,  R a t h e r  t h a n  p a s s i v e  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h i s  

c o n d i t i o n ,  t h e  w o r k e r  c o i a a u n i t y  o p p o s e d  t h e  C - B - L - C ,  a n d ,  for  

t h e  f i rst  t i a e ,  f o c n s s e d  t h e i r  d i s c o n t e n t  t h r o u g h  a c l e a r  c o u r s e  

o f  a c t i o n ,  

F r a s e r  H i l l s  t h u s  p r e s e n t e d  the L. U. I, U, o r g a n i z e r s  w i t h  

f e r t i l e  g round .  A s  o n e  of t h e  l a r g e s t  m i l l s  i n  B.C,, it was an 

o b v i o u s  a t t r a c t i o n  fo r  t h e  u n i o n  men who f o u n d ,  i n  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  

s t a n d a r d s ,  t a r g e t  a f t e r  t a r g e t  t o  shoot at, Working c o n d i t i o n s  

g a v e  rise t o  g r i e v a n c e s  beyond p o o r  wages a n d  l o n g  h o u r s .  

Minimal  s a f e t y  p r e c a u t i o n s  i n  a n  i n d u s t r y  u s i n g  h a z a r d o u s  

m a c h i n e r y  l e d  t c  i n d u s t r i a l  a c c i d e n t s ,  A s  o n e  w o r k e r  r e c a l l s :  

I t  was go,  go,  J a c k  a n d  n e v e r  mind, I f  you g o t  h u r t ,  
well, t h e r e s s  l o t s  of t h e a  o u t s i d e , , ,  g e t  a n o t h e r  one-,, 
t h e  man w a s  n o t h i n g  t o  them, 32 

The work e n v i r o n m e n t  c a r r i e d  a r a n g e  of h a z a r d s ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h e  d a n g e r s  of w o r k i n g  w i t h  h e a v y  n a c h i n e r p ,  l u m b e r  c h a i n s  a n d  

saus, r e s p i r a t o r y  p r o b l e m s  p l a g u e d  t h e  men who s p e n t  t h e i r  d a y s  

i n h a l i n g  t h e  d u s t  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  @ill, --------- --------- 
32L a v e r d u r e  i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  25, 1972, 



Yet p o o r  w c r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  went  well beyond s u c h  

s t r u c t u r a l  f e a t u r e s ,  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t v e n t i e s  t h e  f o r e m e n  a t  t h e  

m i l l  h i r e d  a n d  f i r e d  men a t  w i l l :  

I f  a f o r e m a n  d i d n ' t  l i k e  a man .., i t  d o e s  n o t  matter i f  
h e  was a h a r d  w o r k i n g  man ,.. h e  u s e d  t o  f i r e  h i a  a n d  
p u t  h i s  f r i e n d  t h e r e ,  3 3  

A b o t t l e  o f  r y e  c o u l d  buy a man a  j o b  a n d  p e r h a p s  g e t  him f i r e d  

a g a i n ,  One a i l l w o r k e r  r e a e m b e r s  a  a o r n i n g  when a f o r e m a n  i n  t h e  

g r i p  o f  a  h a n g o v e r  f i r e d  t h e  whole  crew a n d  p h y s i c a l l y  a s s a u l t e d  

o n e  o f  the men, o n l y  t o  r e h i r e  them a l l  t h e  n e x t  day. 3 4  Such 

p r a c t i c e s  most  c e r t a i n l y  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  ' f e e l i n g  of 

ha rmony*  n o t e d  s o  many y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  I n d e e d ,  r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  

c o a m u n i t y  n o t e  t h a t  a d i s t i n c t  s h i f t  i n  worker /aanagernent  

r e l a t i o n s  h a d  o c c u r e d  by t h e  t h i r t i e s ,  The c h a n g e  is s t a t e d  i n  

g e n e r a l  terms by  e a r l y  r e s i d e n t s  who r e c a l l  t h a t  " y e a r s  a g o  when 

we s t a r t e d  down t h e r e  t h e  b o s s  was still  f r i e n d l y , "  3s a n d  t h a t  

Hackin ,  who h a d  r e p l a c e d  Rogers ,  a s  G e n e r a l  Banacjer,  was  f a r  

less a m i a b l e  t h a n  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r .  3s 

D i s c o n t e n t  o v e r  work ing  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  m i l l  i n c r e a s e d  a s  

w a g e - c u t s  a n d  e x t e n d e d  h o u r s  became common p r a c t i c e  a t  t h e  m i l l ,  

A l t h o u g h  d e c l i n i n g  wages  were u n d e n i a b l y  t h e  c e n t r a l  issue, t h e y  

were h a r d l y  t h e  o n l y  i s s u e  i n  t h e  d i s c o n t e n t  s u r f a c i n g  i n  1931. 

The p a y r o l l  l e d g e r s  show i n s t a n c e s  of men w o r k i n g  t w e l v e  a n d  - --------------- 
33Haamond i n t e r v i e w ,  May 2, 1972,  C a n u e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  Augus t  14, 
1982, 
3 * C a n u e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  Augus t  14, 1981. 

J sLamonreux  i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  25, 1972, 

J~f iammond i n t e r v i e w ,  May 2, 1972. 



t h i r t e e n  d a y s  c o n s e c u t i v e l y ,  w h i l e  w o r k i n g  o v e r t i m e  was n o t  

uncommon, I n  S e p t e m b e r  o f  1931 men were b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  work 

o v e r t i m e  n t h r e e  n i g h t s  a  week  till 9 o 'c lock, , -  a f t e r  w o r k i n g  

n i n e  h o u r s  a day,m37 T h e  r e fusa l  of some men t o  d o  s o  p rompted  

t h e i r  d i s m i s s a l ,  T h i s  a c t i o n  would  become a n  i s s u e  i n  t h e  

s t r i k e ,  a s  would a wide  r a n g e  of c o n c e r n s  i n c l u d i n g  l i v i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  t o w n s i t e  i t s e l f ,  O b v i o u s l y ,  u n r e s t  had  been  

e s c a l a t i n g  f o r  some time, 

R e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  s t r i k e ,  b o t h  l a b o u r  a n d  a a n a g e m e n t  had  

a r r i v e d  a t  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  l o g i c a l l y .  The  E r e s s u r e s  o f  t h e  

D e p r e s s i o n  p l a c e d  b o t h  the wen a n d  t h e  c o s p a n y  i n  a p r e c a r i o u s  

p o s i t i o n ,  F o r  t h e  men, t h e  c o l l a p s e  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m a r k e t s  

mean t  s h r i n k i n g  p a y c h e c k s  w h i l e  p r i c e s  of aaany e s s e n t i a l  

c o n s u m e r  g o o d s  r e e a i n e d  h i g h ,  The r i s i n g  unemployment ra te  meant  

a s u r p l u s  of l a b o u r  more t h a n  w i l l i n g  t o  work f o r  low wages ,  

t h u s  p o s i n g  a direct t h r e a t  t o  t h o s e  employed,  A l t h o u g h  many of 

the men h a d  worked  a t  t h e  m i l l  f o r  y e a r s  t h e y  h a d  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  

j o b  p r o t e c t i o n ,  A l o s t  j o b  a e a n t  n o t  o n l y  a l o s t  paycheck ,  but 

t h e  r i s k  o f  l o s i n g  a l l  t i e s  t o  t h e  faaailiar a n d  c o m f o r t i n g  

f ace t s  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s ;  hontes, r e l a t i v e s ,  f r i e n d s  and  n e i g h b o u r s -  

Yet c o n d i t i o n s  were s u c h  t h a t  t h e  r i s k  seemed w o r t h  taking. .  

F o r  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  p a r t ,  t h e  s h r i n k i n g  m a r k e t s  mean t  

d e c l i n i n g  p r o f  its a n d  a n x i o u s  s t o c k -  h o l d e r s ,  The t h r e a t e n e d  

e n c l o s u r e  o f  t h e  A s e r i c a n  ~ a r k e t  b e h i n d  t a r i f f  wal ls  s e n t  B , C I  

lumbermen s c r a m b l i n g  t o  s e c u r e  t a a r k e t s  i n  t h e  Commonwealth ------------------ 
37Haamond i n t e r v i e w ,  H a y  2 ,  1972, 



F 
n a t i o n s  o f  A u s t r a l i a ,  New Z e a l a n d  a n d  Great B r i t a i n -  38 P r a s e r  

!!ills st111 s h o v e d  a  ~ r o f i t  i n  1931,  a l b e i t  a  d e c l i n i n g  one ,  39 

T h e r e  is no  i n d i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  cornpanpas  r e c o r d s  t h a t  t h e  

econort l ic  s i t u a t i o n  m i g h t  h a v e  f o r c e d  a shut-down, Yet t h i s  d i d  

n o t  p r e v e n t  H a c k i n ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  R a n a g e r ,  from t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  d o  

s o ,  On more t h a n  o n e  o c c a s i o n  Hack in  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  m i l l  u o u l d  

n o t  c o n t i n u e  t o  r u n  u n l e s s  t h e  wage-cut  was a c c e p t e d :  

We a r e  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  t o  s h u t  down- I n  f ac t  f o r  m o n t h s  w e  
h a v e  b e e n  o p e r a t i n g  a e r e l y  t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  unemployment 
s i t u a t i o n ,  I n  o u r  e f f o r t  t o  r e l i e v e  unemployment we h a v e  
b e e n  o p e r a t i n g  s i x  h o u r s  a d a y  a n d  f o u r  h o u r s  
S a t u r d a y -  40  

T h i s  s t a t e l e e n t  is c o n t r a d i c t e d  by t h e  d i s m i s s a l  of men r e f u s i n g  

t o  w o r k  o v e r t i n e  j u s t  d a y s  h e f o r e ,  One e m p l o y e e  c h a r g e d  t h a t  t h e  

company would  first r e d u c e  t h e  work week f r o m  s i x  t o  f i v e  d a y s ,  

o s t e n s i b l y  t o  p r e v e n t  o v e r p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e n  c u t  wages  a r g u i n g  

s o f t  m a r k e t s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  r e s u m e  n o r m a l  o p e r a t i o n s  o n c e  t h e  

w a g e c u t s  h a d  b e e n  s e c u r e d , * a  O b v i o u s l y  t h e  company d i d  n o t  

------------------ 
38U, 0, C, L i b r a r y ,  S p e c i a l  C o l l e c t i o n s ,  H i n u t e s  of t h e  Lumber a n d  
Sawmil l  PIanuf a c t u r e r w  s A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1931, The e n t r i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  
1931  are l a r g e l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e ,  

3 W h e  smal l  p r o f i t  r e a l i z e d  a t  t h e  m i l l  o p e r a t i o n  was o f f s e t  by 
h i g h e r  p r o f i t s  i n  t h e  c o a p a n y w s  s u b s i d i a r i e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  
C o l u m b i a  R i v e r  Logging  Coapany. f u r t h e r m o r e ,  f o u r  times d u r i n g  
the p r e v i o u s  t e n  y e a r s  F r a s e r  d i l l s  h a d  shown a p r o f i t  o f  o v e r  
o n e  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s -  The C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  Lumber Company h a d  
s u b s t a n t i a l  c a p i t a l  r e s e r v e s  w i t h  which t o  w e a t h e r  t h e  l e a n  
y e a r s  of 1931  and  1932- I n  1933 t h e  company o n c e  a g a i n  began  
s h o w i n g  s t r o n g  p r o f i t s ,  F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e t a e n t  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  
W e s t e r n  Lumber C o ~ p a n y , 1 9 3 0 ,  1931, 

4ORai ly  P r o v i n c e ,  S e p t ,  17, 1931,  

* 1 I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  S t u a r t  Almsbury,  Feb, 23, 1979,  t a k e n  by C l a y  
P e r r y ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B m d w o r k e r s  o f  America, R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l  1- 



a p p e a r  as b e n e v o l e n t  t o  its e m p l o y e e s  a s  management o f f i c i a l s  

would  h a v e  hoped,  4 2  P r o d u c t i o n  a t  P r a s e r  H i l l s  c o n t i n u e d  

b e c a u s e  it was s t i l l  p r o f  i t a b l e ,  n o t  o u t  of  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  

w o r k e r s q  w e l f a r e ,  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  u n d e r s t o o d  by t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  

o f  t h e  S t r i k e  Commi t tee ,  p o l a r i z e d  w o r k e r s  a n d  management, 

On S e p t e m b e r  17, 1931, t h e  w o r k e r s  a t  P r a s e r  H i l l s  began  

t h e i r  t w o  a n d  a h a l f  month s t r i k e ,  T h e  s t r i k e  g rew o u t  of t h e  

p o o r  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  l u m b e r  i n d u s t r y ,  e x a c e r b a t e d  b y  

t h e  e c o n o m i c  p r e s s u r e s  o f  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n ,  The a b i l i t i e s  a n d  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  LOW-I .  0. o r g a n i z e r s  h e l p e d  t o  h a r m o n i z e  t h e  

c o l l e c t i v e  v o i c e  o f  t h e  m i l l v o r k e r s ,  w h i l e  t h e  s t r i k e  i tself  

r e v i t a l i z e d  l a b o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  which had b e e n  

v i r t u a l l y  s t a g n a n t  f o r  c l o s e  t o  a  d e c a d e ,  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r i k e  

t h u s  h o l d s  a v i t a l   lace i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a s s  l a b o u r  h i s t o r y ;  

i t  is f a r  more t h a n  a s p o n t a n e o u s  a n d  i l l - a d v i s e d  o u t b u r s t  

f u e l l e d  b y  r a d i c a l  a g i t a t o r s ,  

- ---------------- 
*?The A n n u a l  R e p o r t  o f  t h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  cited t h e  c o r a p a n y s s  
m o r a l  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  p r o d u c i n g  f o r  i ts e m p l o y e e s s  
w e l f a r e ,  T h e  r e p o r t  wen t  o n  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  p r o d u c t i o n  was a l s o  
b e i n g  m a i n t a i n e d  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  l o s s  o f  e s t a b l i s h e d  m a r k e t  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  T h e  V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  f u r t h e r  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  i f  
t h e  m a r k e t  i a p r o v e d  t h e  company s h o u l d  be  p r e p a r e d  t o  e s c a l a t e  
p r o d u c t i o n .  I n d e e d  t h e  i s a r k e t  f o s  m a n u f a c t u r e d  l u m b e r  d i d  b e g i n  
i m p r o v i n g  t h e  n e x t  y e a r ,  R e p o r t  of t h e  V i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  F i n a n c i a l  
S t a t e m e n t  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  Lumber Company, 1931,  1932, 



IV, On S t r i k e  

C h r o n i c l i n g  t h e  1931 s t r i k e  a t  f raser H i l l s  e x p o s e s  a  

v a r i e t y  of t h e m e s ,  F o r  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

t h e  l a b o u r  movement ,  t h e  s t r i k e  a f f o r d s  a n  i n s i d e  v i e w  of t h e  

t e n s i o n s  a n d  o b s t a c l e s  faced b y  w o r k e r s  e m b a r k i n g  o n  a 

u n i o n i z a t i o n  c a ~ p a i g n ,  T h e  a n t i - u n i o n  b i a s  o f  managemen t  a n d  

g o v e r n r a e n t ,  i n t e n s i f i e d  b y  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  b e n t  of t h e  s t r i k e  

l e a d e r s ,  is r e a d i l y  d i s c e r n i b l e .  I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  n o t  o n l y  o n  t h e  

p i c k e t  l i n e  b u t  a l s o  i n  managemen t  a t t e m p t s  t o  s p l i t  t h e  

w o r k f o r c e  d u r i n g  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n  F r o c e s s ,  T h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

c u f  t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  d e f i n e d  h e r e  a s  t h e  g r o u t h  of i d e a s ,  

a t t i t u d e s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r ,  aap f i n d  F r a s e r  R i l l s  a n  i n t r i g u i n g  

a n o m a l y ,  D u r i n g  t h e  1931 s t r i k e ,  a n d  l a t e r  a s  t h e  U n e n p l o y e d  

B o v e a e n t  ( N - 0 ,  W,) g r e w ,  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  o p e n l y  d e f i e d  t h e  

d i r e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  C a t h o l i c  c h u r c h ,  w o r k i n g  v i t h  m i l i t a n t  

r a d i c a l s  of t h e  C,P,C, w h i l e  s i a u l t a n e o o s l y  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  

m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h ,  For t h e  soc ia l  

h i s t o r i a n ,  F r a s e r  H i l l s ,  1931, r e p r e s e n t s  a communi ty  i n  w h i c h  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a l o n g  e t h n i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  l i n e s  d i d  n o t  c a n c e l  

o u t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a l o n g  class l i n e s ,  S o l i d a r i t y  o f  c l a s s  

i n t e r e s t s  p r o p e l l e d  t h e  strike f o r w a r d ,  T h i s  c h a p t e r  a d d r e s s e s  

t h e  f o r m a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e  s t r i k e t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a n d  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  p i c k e t  l i n e -  A less t r a d i t i o n a l  f o c u s  w i l l  

b e  t a k e n  i n  C h a p t e r  F i v e ,  w h e r e  communi ty  r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  s t r i k e  



s i t u a t i o n  is d i s c u s s e d .  

On S e p t e m b e r  14,  1931,  t h e  L I W , I I U ,  c a l l e d  its Fraser H i l l s  

membersh ip  t o  a  m e e t i n g  i n  t h e  p a r i s h  h a l l ,  Two h u n d r e d  

s i x t y - s i x  men met t o  d e t e r m i n e  a  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  

f u r t h e r  wage c u t s  a n d  t h e  company ' s  d i s m i s s a l  o f  men r e f u s i n g  t o  

work o v e r t i m e ,  Demand3 were s e t  a n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  s t r i k e  

a c t i o n ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  came t o  a v o t e  w i t h  181 i n  f a v o u r  a n d  81 

o p p o s e d ,  ( F o u r  b a l l o t s  were d i s c o u n t e d ,  ) T h e  demands  set  f o r t h  

i n c l u d e d  a t e n  p e r c e n t  i n c r e a s e  o n  a l l  wages;  t i ~ e  a n d  a  h a l f  

f o r  o v e r t i m e ;  a n  upward a d j u s t m e n t  i n  t h e  rate f o r  s h i n g l e s ;  a n d  

a  c l o s e d  s h o p  f o r  u n i o n  men. Two d e l e g a t e s  a p p r o a c h e d  Rackin t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  d a y  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  demands, On S e p t e m b e r  16 t h e  

s e c r e t a r y  r e c o r d e d  i n  t h e  H i n u t e s  of t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  

R a c k i n  " s i m p l y  s a i d  n o a n  

A s e c o n d  m e e t i n g  on t h e  e v e n i n g  o f  S e p t e m b e r  16 u p h e l d  t h e  

e a r l i e r  d e c i s i o n  t o  b a c k  t h e  demands  w i t h  s t r i k e  a c t i o n  by a 

v o t e  o f  251  t o  71, 1 B o t h  u n i o n  a e s b e r s h i p  a n d  t h e  list of 

demands  were growing ,  The number o f  men v o t i n g  u n d e r  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  L,GI,I ,U,  had  r i s e n  t o  322 (or f i f t y  p e r c e n t )  

o f  t h e  P r a s e r  M i l l s  men i n  j u s t  t v o  d a y s ,  A d d i t i o n a l  d e a a n d s  

i n c l u d e d  a n  e n d  t o  wage d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  s i n g l e  a n d  

m a r r i e d  men, a s  well a s  a f u r t h e r  r e q u e s t  f o r  upward a d  j u s t n e n t  

i n  t h e  r a t e  of s h i n g l e s ,  2 T h e  LI V, 1.U- a l s o  c a l l e d  f o r  

--- --------------- 
t D a i l y  P r o v i n c e ,  S e p t e m b e r  17,1931- 

*The new demands  i n c l u d e d  a ra ise  o f  t w o  c e n t s  p e r  t h o u s a n d  f o r  
No, 1 s h i n g l e s  a n d  t w e l v e  c e n t s  p e r  t h o u s a n d  f o r  No, 2 s h i n g l e s -  



r e i n s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  men f i r e d  ea r l i e r  f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  work 

o v e r t i r a e .  

A p i c k e t  l i n e  wen t  u p  a t  t h e  m i l l  a t  6 : 0 0  t h e  n e x t  morn ing ,  

b r i n g i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  t o  a  s t a n d - s t i l l ,  S t r i k e r s  b l o c k e d  v e h i c l e s  

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  c r o s s  t h e  l i n e ;  n f l a c k i n * s  car was s t o p p e d  ,,, h i s  

c i g a r  j e r k e d  o u t  o f  h i s  mouth" w h i l e  n o t h e r  cars were s t o p p e d  

and  f o u r  men t a k e n  o u t , "  3 The s t r i k e r s  a l l o w e d  two  l o a d s  of 

l u m b e r  t o  l e a v e  t h e  a i l 1  a f t e r  s e c u r i n g  t h e  d r i v e r s t  word t h a t  

t h e  a c t i o n  would  n o t  b e  r e p e a t e d .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  p i c k e t  l i n e  Bay h a v e  grown i n  t h e  t e l l i n g  o v e r  

t h e  y e a r s ,  it was c l e a r l y  irsoaense, T h e  l i n e  was r e i n f o r c e d  by 

o n e  h u n d r e d  f i f t y  m e a b e r s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Unemployed 

# o r k i n g m e n ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  s a n y  of whoa were unemployed l o g g e r s  

l i v i n g  i n  Vancouver ,  a s  w e l l  a s  by  non-un ion  men who h a d  a r r i v e d  

a t  t h e  m i l l  u n a w a r e  of t h e  u n i o n ' s  a c t i v i t y ,  * H a r o l d  P r i t c h e t t ,  

C h a i r m a n  of t h e  S t r i k e  Conmittee, r e c a l l s  t h a t  some o f  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  w o r k  t o o k  p l a c e  on  t h e  l i n e ,  5 T, F, Ryan, t h e  

p l a n t  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ,  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  l i n e  a t  six 

h u n d r e d  f i f t y  men, H e  would l a t e r  t e s t i f y ,  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  crowd 

c o n s t i t u t i o n :  "Some 1 d i d  r e c o g n i z e  a s  o u r  men: q u i t e  a few of 

o a r  men," 6 Estimates p r e s e n t e d  by w i t n e s s e s  c a l l e d  t o  t e s t i f y  
---------------a- 

J I I i n u t e s  of t h e  S t r i k e  Cornlai t tee,  S e p t e m b e r  17, 1931- 

4 L a a o u r e u x  i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  25, 1972, 

I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  H a r o l d  P r i t c h e t t  by C l a y  P e r r y ,  O c t o b e r  30, 
1978, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  t i c o d w o r k e r s  of Aaerica, R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l  1. 

6P. A,B- C, , R e c o r d s  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l ,  GII 419, Box 381, 
F i l e  105/31, 



a t  t h e  t r i a l s  of a r r e s t e d  s tr ikers v a r i e d  f r o m  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  t o  

s i x  hundred ,  7 The  S t r i k e  C o m a i t t e e ' s  e s t i m a t e  o f  o n e  t h o u s a n d  

may h a v e  been  h i g h ,  b u t  t h e  D a i l p  E r o v i n c c s  of t h r e e  h u n d r e d  

f i f t y  was s u r e l y  low, 

T h e  s c e n e  a t  t h e  m i l l  c a r r i e d  t h e  t h r e a t  of v i o l e n c e  b u t  

the s t r i k e r s  were n o t  an  u n d i s c i p l i n e d  mob, The  L.W.1.U.  q u i c k l y  

f o r a e d  a  S t r i k e  Conmi ttee o f  t h i r t y - o n e ,  t h e n  o r g a n i z e d  p i c k e t  

s q u a d s ,  8 S u c h  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  r e f l e c t s  upon t h e  s k i l l  a n d  

e x p e r i e n c e  of t h e  L, W,I, 0 ,  o r g a n i z e r s  a n d  l e a d e r s ,  When 

o u t b r e a k s  o f  v i o l e n c e  d i d  o c c u r ,  t h e  S t r i k e  Comaittee a n d  p i c k e t  

c a p t a i n s  s h o v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n t r o l  a n d  r e s t r a i n t ,  The f irst  

day o f  t h e  s t r i k e  p a s s e d  i n  r e l a t i v e  calm- T h e  p i c k e t  l i n e  h e l d  

a n d  , a a o n g  t h e  s t r i k e  l e a d e r s ,  a t t e n t i o n  f o c u s s e d  on 

i n t i t i a t i n g  a s u p p o r t  s y s t e m ,  t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p t e r  Five, 

T e n s i o n s  b e g a n  e s c a l a t i n g  t h e  f o l l o v i n g  d a y  w i t h  t h e  p i c k e t  

l i n e  s t a n d i n g  a t  f o u r  t o  f i v e  h u n d r e d  men m o n i t o r e d  by 

t h i r t y - e i g h t  p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i c e  a n d  s i x  R o u n t i e s ,  w i t h  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  i m m i n e n t ,  t h e  p r o v i n c i a  1 police r e s p o n d e d  swif t l y  

t o  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  its meagre  

f o r c e ,  9 On t h e  m o r n i n g  of t h e  1 8 t h ,  v e h i c l e s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  

c r o s s  t h e  f i n e  were bombarded w i t h  r o c k s ,  wood o r  w h a t e v e r  t h e  

s t r ikers  h a d  a t  band,  A t r u c k i n g  c o n t r a c t o r  r e c e i v e d  a f a c i a l  ----------------- 
71bi.d. 

8 F o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of etodern s t r i k e s ,  see 
P e t e r  S t e a r n s ,  w f l e a s u r i n g  t h e  E v o l u t i o n  of S t r i k e  Plovements, a 
T n t e r n a t i o n a l  Review of S o c i a l  History, XIX ( I W Q ) ,  1-27, - - - -  --- - -- --- 
9 H u n i c i p a l  R e c o r d s ,  P r a s e r  H i l l s ,  C o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  



c u t  f rom a p i e c e  of  wood o r  r o c k  th rown a t  h i s  t r u c k  a s  h e  

c r o s s e d  t h e  l i n e ,  "1 s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  d o n e  it," h e  was h e a r d  t o  

comment o n  l e a v i n g  t h e  f i r s t  a i d  s t a t i o n ,  1 0  The  same i n c i d e n t  

r e s u l t e d  i n  a s l i g h t  i n j u r y  t o  a  m u n i c i p a l  c o n s t a b l e ;  c r i m i n a l  

c h a r g e s  were l a t e r  l a i d ,  The crowd a l s o  smashed  t h e  window o f  a  

s t r e e t - c a r  c a r r y i n g  l o n g s h o r e ~ e n  a c r o s s  t h e  l i n e .  By  a f t e r n o o n  

t e n s i o n  h a d  a b a t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  l i n e  still b l o c k e d  i n c o m i n g  

v e h i c l e s .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  S t r i k e  C o m i t t e e  m a i n t a i n e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  l i n e ,  t h e  crowd was  n o t  e n t i r e l y  d i s c i p l i n e d ;  

one p a r t i c i p a n t  r e c a l l s  t h a t  s o m  of t h e  ' V a n c o u v e r  Boys1 

p r o m o t e d  u n r e s t  o n  the l i n e ,  ( T h e  'Vancouver  Boys1 were t h e  

uneinploped,  m e a b e r s  o f  t h e  N , U . W . )  Some firearms c i r c u l a t e d  

among the s t r i k e r s ,  b u t  o n l y  u n t i l  t h e  p r a c t i c e  came t o  the 

a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  S t r i k e  C o m a i t t e e ,  11 The company, f e a r i n g  t h e i r  

p r o p e r t y  t h r e a t e n e d ,  had t h e  g r o u n d s  & a t r o l l e d  by a n  armed 

'Special Watch1, coeapr i sed  of f o r e m e n  a n d  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s .  '2 

W i t h  m a c h i n e  g u n s  mounted a t  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  m i l l ,  and 

p o l i c e  i n  c o n s t a n t  s u r v e i l l a n c e ,  v i o l e n c e  would  be  met w i t h  

v i o l e n c e  - a n  u n e a s y  t r u c e  ~ r e v a i l e d .  1 3  

S l C a n u e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  Augus t  14, 1981, 

I 2 P r i t c h e t t  i n t e r v i e w  by Clay P e r r y ,  October 27, 1978, 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  U o o d w o r k e r s  of America, R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l  1, 

l 3 e d i n u t e s  o f  t h e  s t r i k e  C o ~ r i t t e e ,  S e p t e m b e r  24, 1931, C a n u e l  
i n t e r v i e w ,  Augus t  14, 1981,  



The t h i r d  day o f  t h e  s t r i k e  b r o u g h t  a c t i o n  f rom p r o v i n c i a l  

a u t h o r i t i e s ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l u a b i a n  o f  S e p t e m b e r  19, 

1 9 3  1,  * J o h n  Doe9 w a r r a n t s  had b e e n  i s s u e d  f o r  t h e  arrest of men 

a l l e g e d  t o  h e  r i n g l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  d a y s 1  e v e n t s .  Mounted 

c i t y  p o l i c e  f r o m  Vancouver ,  d i r e c t e d  by W ,  R, Dunwoody, 

A s s i s t a n t  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  P r o v i n c i a l  

P o l i c e ,  1 4  d r o v e  d e m o n s t r a t o r s  away f rom t h e  m i l l  e n t r a n c e ,  

a r r e s t i n g  t e n  men: 

P o l i c e  had p i c k e d  t h e  men among t h e  c r o w n  whom t h e y  
w i s h e d  t o  arrest, a n d  t h e  w h o l e  p r o c e d u r e  mas 
m e t h o d i c a l l y  a r r a n g e d  ,., Officers walked  i n t o  t h e  crowd 
a n d  p i c k e d  up t h e  men t h e y  wanted,  1s 

o f  t h e  t e a  men a r r e s t e d ,  o n l y  two  were on t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e ;  

however  a t  l e a s t  f o u r ,  aad p e r h a p s  s i x ,  were m i l l w o r k e r s .  F o u r  

of t h o s e  a r r e s t e d  were f r o m  V a n c o u v e r  w i t h  Gastown a d d r e s s e s  

[the c e n t e r  o f  N,U.O, a c t i v i t i e s )  , a n d  were l i k e l y  N . U .  W, 

w e ~ b e r s .  One o f  t h e  a r r e s t e d  men had  b e e n  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  h e y d a y  

o f  t h e  O,B,U, 1 6  A l l  t e n  v e r e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  u n l a w f u l  a s s e m b l y ,  

and  two f a c e d  a d d i t i o n a l  c h a r g e s  af a s s a u l t i n g  a c o n s t a b l e ,  The 

f i r s t  c h a r g e  was  l a t e r  r e w o r d e d  a n d  f i n a l l y  d i s m i s s e d ;  t h e  two 

----------------- 
1 4 D a i l y  P r o v i n c e ,  S e p t e m b e r  19 ,  193 1, 

X s B r i t i s h  Columbian ,  S e p t e m b e r  19, 1931, 

16  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a s  s t r i k e  s u p p o r t e r ,  who will not be n a a e d ,  is 
well remembered  a n d  was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s e c u r i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  
s t r i k e  rel ief ,  o f t e n  t h r o u g h  i l l e g a l  means, H e  i s  rumonred  t o  
h a v e  l i b e r a t e d  c a t t l e  f r o a  a g o v e r n m e n t  f a r m  close to  
U a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  C a n u e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  A u g u s t  14, 1981 a n d  C a n u e l a s  
w r i t t e n  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Uoodworkers  of Aaer ica, 
R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l  1. 



men c h a r g e d  w i t h  a s s a u l t  r e c e i v e d  a  two-day j a i l  s e n t e n c e ,  1 7  

The  c i t y  p o l i c e  r e m a i n e d  o n  t h e  s c e n e ,  a n d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  day 

R.C,M,P, a r r i v e d  t o  h e l ~  d i s p e r s e  t h e  c rowd which had  r e g a t h e r e d  

a t  t h e  m i l l  e n t r a n c e ,  A s  t h e  U L l e s ~ m q  Worker,  t h e  N - U - U ,  

press ,  p u t  i t ,  wBingham's  Bloody C o s s a c k s n  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  t o  

" c l u b  workers back on t h e  jobegg  l a  

As t h e  s t r i k e  w e n t  o n  week a f t e r  week, so d i d  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  be tween  p o l i c e  a n d  s t r i k e r s ,  The B-C. P r o v i n c i a l  

P o l i c e  m a i n t a i n e d  s u r v e i l l a n c e  a t  t h e  m i l l  t h r o u g h o u t  S e p t e m b e r  

a n d  O c t o b e r ,  o f t e n  j o i n e d  b y  t h e  R,C,H, P, 19 C l e a r l y  e f f o r t s  t o  

c o n t a i n  t h e  F r a s e r  n i l l s  s t r i k e  a n d  t o  p r e v e n t  i t s  e x t e n s i o n  t o  

~ ? A S  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a n  of S e p t e m b e r  25, 1931: 

O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  c h a r g e  was t h a t  o f  u n l a w f u l  a s s e m b l y ,  
T h a t  h a s  now b e e n  d r o p p e d  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a r g e  
s u b s t i t u t e d ,  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n w i t h  d i v e r s  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  
unknown t o  t h e  i n f o r m a n t ,  a n d  w i t h  i n t e n t  t o  c a r r y  o u t  a 
common p u r p o s e ,  t o  w i t ,  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  L u a b e r  Coapany  a t  F r a s e r  H i l l s ,  
a s s e m b l e  t o g e t h e r  a t  P r a s e r  H i l l s  a n d  t o  c o n d u c t  
t h e m s e l v e s  when a s s e m b l e d ,  t o  w i t  by making a g r e a t  
n o i s e  a n d  t h r o w i n g  s t i c k s  a n d  s t o n e s ,  a n d  c a u s i n g  damage 
t o  p r o p e r t y  a n d  i n j u r y  t o  p e r s o n s ,  as t o  c a u s e  p e r s o n s  
i n  t h e  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  o f  s u c h  a s s e m b l y  t o  fear  on 
r e a s o n a b l e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  t h e  p e r s o n s  s o  a s s e m b l e d  would 
d i s t u r b  t h e  p e a c e  t u a u l t u o u s l y ,  

l ~ u n e r n p l o y e d  Worker,  S e p t e m b e r  19, 1931, 

1 9  Workers  a t  t h e  B a r n e t  H i l l  ( t h e i r  i a p l i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  F r a s e r  
n i l l s  s t r i k e  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r  i n  t h e  c h a p t e r )  f o u n d  
t h e m s e l v e s  face t o  f a c e  w i t h  i n f a n t r y  a s  w e l l  a s  p r o v i n c i a l  a n d  
f e d e r a l  p o l i c e ,  See P - A - 0 - C , ,  GR 367, D a i l y  Office Diaries ,  
B r i t i s h  C o l o m b i a  P r o v i n c i a l  P o l i c e ,  193 1, S p e c i f i c  m e n t i o n  i n  
made o f  B a r n e t  H i l l s  o n  O c t o b e r  30, 1931,  w h i l e  d e t a c h m e n t s  o f  
p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i c e  t o  Fraser H i l l s  are a comaon e n t r y ,  



o t h e r  m a i n l a n d  s a v g i i l l s ,  were well c o o r d i n a t e d  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  of  

government .  A t  F r a s e r  n i l l s ,  s k i r m i s h e s  b e t w e e n  p o l i c e  and 

s t r ikers  c o n t i n u e d ,  b u t  o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  m a j o r  

i n c i d e n t s .  T h e  S t r i k e  Commit tee  h e l d  s t r i k e r s  i n  c h e c k ,  l o s i n g  

c o n t r o l .  o n  o n l y  t w o  o c c a s i o n s ,  On October 4 ,  t h e  men s m a s h e d  t h e  

window of a n  i n c o m i n g  c a r  d r i v e n  by t h e  s a l e s  manager  a t  t h e  

mill. 2 0  P o l i c e  d i s p e r s e d  t h e  l i n e  but d i d  n o t  make a n y  a r r e s t s ,  

T h e  p o l i c e  a l s o  c l a s h e d  w i t h  s t r i k e r s  o n  O c t o b e r  15, over t h e  

l o a d i n g  o f  t h e  f r e i g h t e r  mRavnaasm,  The p i c k e t  l i n e  h a d  worked 

its way f r o m  t h e  main  r i l l  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  d o c k s  a l o n g  t h e  

F r a  ser R i v e r ,  b l o c k i n g  access t o  t h e  s h i p -  T ~ e n t y - f i ~ e  s t r i k e r s  

were i n j u r e d  when t h e  p o l i c e  moved i n  t o  break u p  t h e  c r o o d ,  

# o a t e n a s  a t t e n d e n c e  on t h e  l i n e ,  a common o c c u r e n c e ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  

women a s  well a s  men b e i n g  c a u g h t  i n  t h e  a t t a c k ,  21 After t h e  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  o n  t h e  I S t h ,  t h e  l i n e  a b a t e d ,  as t h e  B r i t i s h  

c o l u m b i a n  r e p o r t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  day: ---- 
T h e  s c e n e  a t  t h e  m i l l  was i n  s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s  p r e v a i l i n g  s i n c e  t h e  s t r i k e  s t a r t e d  by  r e a s o n  
o f  t h e  c o r a p l e t e  a b s e n c e  o f  mass p i c k e t s ,  T h e r e  was no  
g a t h e r i n g  o f  t h e  s t r i k e r s  s u c h  h a s  been i n  e v i d e n c e  
every o t h e r  d a y  s i n c e  the s t r i k e  began,  2 2  

But  t e n s i o n s  still  r a n  h i g h .  

On O c t o b e r  18, t h e  S t r i k e  C o a m i t t e e ,  well a w a r e  of t h e  

t a c t i c a l  d a n g e r  of f u r t h e r  v i o l e n c e ,  d e c i d e d  "to t a k e  more 

p i c k e t s  i n  . . - t o  u s e  p a r l i a a e n t a r y  r u l e s  --, t o  u s e  laore ----------------- 
2 O B r i t i s h  C o l ~ e b i a n  , O c t o b e r  5 ,  1931, 

2 i I b i d . ,  O c t o b e r  1 5 ,  1931,  

2 2 1 b i d 2 ,  O c t o b e r  16, 1931, 



d i s c i p l i n e  a l l  o v e r , "  23 T h a t  d a y  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  b e t w e e n  s t r i k e r s  

a n d  p o l i c e  h a d  b e e n  n a r r o w l y  a v e r t e d ,  A c a l l  f o r  p i c k e t s ,  

f o l l o w i n g  a  r o u t i n e  d i s p e r s a l  o f  t h e  l i n e  by p o l i c e ,  h a d  b r o u g h t  

f o u r  h u n d r e d  men a n d  women to  t h e  m i l l  e n t r a n c e ,  Hembers  of t h e  

S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e  a r r i v e d  i n  t i a e  t o  p r e v e n t  f u r t h e r  v i o l e n c e ,  a s  

w e l l  as  t o  g i v e  "a g o o d  c a l l  down t o  t h e  s o b  c a p t a i n m  f o r  

' * h a v i n g  made  a f a l s e  alarm," 2 4  T h e  S t r i k e  C o r a a i t t e e ,  a t t e m p t i n g  

t o  n e g o t i a t e  a s e t t l e m e n t ,  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  p i c k e t  l i n e ,  w h i l e  

p r e s e n t i n g  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  show of s o l i d a r i t y  a n d  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  

use of scat l a b o u r ,  c o u l d  e a s i l y  p r o v o k e  a a n a g a e n t  a n d  

g o v e r n m e n t  i n t o  u n l e a s h i n g  t h e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  f o r c e s  of r e p r e s s i o n  

a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l ,  T h e  S e c r e t a r y  r e c o r d e d  t h e  S t r i k e  C o r n m i t t e e l s  

a p p r e h e n s i o n :  

n o  f i g h t i n g  was d o n e  a l t h o u g h  a v e r y  g o o d  c h a n c e  was 
p r e s e n t e d . , .  b u t  had  w e  d o n e  t h i s  t h e  p l a c e  v o u l d  h a v e  
b e e n  c o u r t - s a r t i a l l e d  a n d  scabs v o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  p u t  i n  
t o  work, 2 5  

After O c t o b e r  18 p i c k e t i n g  c o n t i n u e d  on a c o n s i s t e n t  b u t  

n o d i f i e d  b a s i s ,  T h e  B a s s  p i c k e t s  d i s a p p e a r e d ,  t o  b e  r e p l a c e d  by 

h a n d - p i c k e d  s q u a d s  o f  t w e n t y - f  i v e  p e r  s h i f t ,  

W h i l e  s t r i k e r s  s t r u g g l e d  t o  h o l d  p o s i t i o n s  o n  t h e  p i c k e t  

l i n e ,  t h e  u n i o n q s  n e g o t i a t o r s  e n g a g e d  i n  a h e a d - o n  b a t t l e  w i t h  

H a c k i n ,  N e g o t i a t i o n s  were a g g r a v a t e d  b y  t h e  L. U-1-0-  I S  p a r t i a l l y  

s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t s  t o  e x t e n d  t h e  s t r i k e  t o  o t h e r  m i l l s  i n  t h e  

------------------ 
2 3 8 i n u t e s  of S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e ,  O c t o b e r  18, 1931 

2.1 bid .  

251 bid.  



a r e a .  I n  f a c t  t h e  u n i o n ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  p r o v o k e d  s u c h  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  

f r o m  i n d u s t r y  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  l e a d e r s  t h a t  a n y  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  

Fraser ?!ills s t r i k e  mus t  e n c o m p a s s  e x t e r n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  by t h e  

u n i o n ,  

On S e p t e m b e r  2 3  t h e  L,W,I.U- o r g a n i z e r ,  Tom B r a d l e y ,  a n d  

u n i o n  P r e s i d e n t ,  G e o r g e  ( a l s o  known a s  G l e n )  L a a o n t ,  n e i t h e r  o f  

whom worked a t  Fraser B i l l s ,  a d d r e s s e d  a m e e t i n g  of  w o r k e r s  a t  

B a r n e t  H i l l s ,  T h e  management had  F r o p o s e d  a t w e n t y  p e r c e n t  wage 

c u t  which would  b r i n g  wages  d o v n  t o  n i n e t e e n  c e n t s  a n  h o u r ,  t h e  

f o u r t h  s u c h  c u t  i n  t w o  months, 26 R e j e c t i n g  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  t h e  

m i l l w o r k e r s  c a l l e d  a s t r i k e  , T h i s  was  n o t  t h e  first protest 

a c t i o n  by B a r n e t  m i l l w o r k e r s ,  They h a d  s t r u c k  for  two d a y s  i n  

J u l y  u n d e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  L - W - L U -  Max H e r n d l ,  a n  

L - V - 1 - U ,  o r g a n i z e r ,  was  j a i l e d  i n  A u g u s t  u n d e r  c h a r g e s  o f  

inciting t o  r i o t  a n d  a s s a u l t i n g  a p e a c e  o f f i c e r ,  27 The  G e n e r a l  

Flanager a t  t h e  p l a n t  had i n d i c a t e d  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  with F, El 

H a r r i s o n ,  t h e  Dominion F a i r  Wage Officer a n d  Wes te rn  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  F e d e r a l  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  Labour ,  t h a t  t h e  

J u l y  s t r i k e  a t  h i s  m i l l  was " o r g a n i z e d  b y  C o m n a n i ~ t s , ~  H e  h a d  

c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  m u i t h  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  H e r n d l  f r o m  t h e  s c e n e w  

t h e r e  would  b e  n o  f u r t h e r  t r o u b l e ,  2 8  B o s t  of t h e  e r p l o y e e s  a t  

27P,A-C,,  D e p a r t ~ e n t  of Labour ,  RC 27,  S t r i k e s  a n d  L o c k o u t s  
P i l e ,  B a r n e t  Lumber Cotspany,1931, F. E, H a r r i s o n ,  Dominion F a i r  
Rage Officer,  t o  R ,  8, Ward, Deputy  R i n i s t e r  o f  Labour ,  A u g u s t  
18, 1931, 



t h e  B a r n e t  Lumber company were o r g a n i z e d ,  however ,  a n d  t h e  

ccmpany u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  t h e  u n i o n ' s  s t r e n g t h ,  2 9  When t h e  

p r o p o s e d  wage c u t  was a n n o u n c e d  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  w o r k e r s  r e s p o n d e d  

s w i  f t l p -  T h i s  time t h e  B a r n e t  Lumber Company Is r e s p o n s e  u a s  j u s t  

a s  s w i f t .  The  m i l l  c l o s e d  t h e  same day, l o c k i n g  o u t  its 

e m p l o y e e s ,  Hanagement  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  it was w i l l i n g  t o  r e m a i n  

s h u t  dovn r a t h e r  than r e c o n s i d e r  its p r o p o s a l ,  S t i l l  c o n s i d e r i n g  

t h e m s e l v e s  t o  b e  o n  s t r i k e  r a t h e r  t h a n  l o c k e d  o u t ,  t h e  s t r i k e r s  

p i c k e t e d  t o  n o  a v a i l  u n d e r  the w a t c h f u l  e y e  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i c e  

a n d  I n f a n t r y ,  T h e  a t i l l  would  not r e o p e n  i n  1931, 

T h e  d a y  a f t e r  t h e  L,W.I .  U, s h u t  dovn t h e  B a r n e t  Lumber 

Company, t h e y  moved t o  a n o t h e r  Lower I J a i n l a n d  m i l l ,  t h e  nohauk 

#ill, u r g i n g  eaaploj lees  t o  s t r i k e  i n  sy f spa thp  w i t h  t h e  men a t  

Fraser H i l l s ,  30 A s t r i k e  v o t e  h e l d  S e p t e m b e r  29 was defeated, 

T h e  saute e v e n i n g ,  i n  an  a d d r e s s  t o  a mass m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  F r a s e r  

trills men, Tom B r a d l e y  s p o k e ,  t o o  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  u n d e r  t h e  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  of t h e  i r aminen t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  men a t  nohawk 

H i l l .  Tom HcEwen, N a t i o n a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Workers '  U n i t y  

League, a l s o  a d d r e s s e d  t h e  a e e t i n g .  PlcEwen s e r v e d  a s  a remainder 

of t h e  C.P.C.  l i n k  to  men i n  i n d u s t r y  a n d  g o v e r n n e n t  circles, 

F o r  t h e  m i l l w o r k e r s ,  HcBuenSs p r e s e n c e  H a s  a r e m i n d e r  t h a t  t h e i r  

s t r u g g l e  was n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  i n a t e d i a t e  c o n c e r n s ,  31 



A l t h o u g h  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a t t e m p t s  c o n t i n u e d  a t  Mohawk, t h e  

L,W .I.U, t u r n e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  T h u r s t o n - F l a v e l  

Ltd. i n  P o r t  Ploody, w h e r e  two men h a d  b e e n  f i r e d  f o r  a t t e n d i n g  a 

union m e e t i n g .  On O c t o b e r  5 t h e  L,Y,I,U, s e n t  men i n t o  t h e  m i l l  

t o  h e l p  c o n d u c t  a s t r i k e  vote .  T h e  e m p l o y e e s  went  o u t  t h e  n e x t  

day, A l t h o u g h  211 men had a t t e n d e d  a n  earl ier  u n i o n  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  

s t r i k e  h a d  l i m i t e d  s u p p o r t ,  O f  t h e  s e v e n t y - s i x  p i c k e t e r s ,  o n l y  

f o r t y - s i x  were f rom T h u r s t o n - P l a v e l ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r a s t  t o  

the s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  Fraser H i l l s  l i n e ,  Twenty  men came frola 

V a n c o u v e r  a n d  t e n  f r o m  P r a s e r  B i l l s  t o  b o l s t e r  t h e  weak p i c k e t ,  

which was matched ,  a l m o s t  man f o r  man, by p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i c e .  32 

T h e  s t r i k e  e n d e d  o n  O c t o b e r  8 when the company a g r e e d  t o  

r e i n s t a t e  t h e  u n i o n  men, A l t h o u g h  n o  o t h e r  c o n c e s s i o n s  were 

g r a n t e d ,  t h e  v o t e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  work p a s s e d  by 101 t o  20. 3 3  

T h e  L. W, I, U, a l s o  had soiae i n v o l v e m e n t  a t  t h e  Boundary  Road 

S h i n g l e  B i l l  i n  Burnaby ,  where  s e v e n t y  e m p l o y e e s  r e f u s e d  t o  work 

o n  S e p t e a b e r  2 3  a f t e r  r e c e i v i n g  n o t i c e  of t h e  f i f t h  wage 

r e d u c t i o n  i n  e i g h t e e n  a o n t h s ,  3 4  T h e  o u t c o n e  is unknown, 

The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  L.II.1.  U, n o t  o n l y  a g i t a t e d  Back in ,  

b u t  p r o m p t e d  a  committee of  lumbermen t o  seek a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  

t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  govefnment ,  On O c t o b e r  1 3  a  c o m m i t t e e ,  i n c l u d i n g  

R a c k i n ,  H I  R, n c a i l l a n ,  A, P l a v e l l e ,  P. E, H a r r i s o n  a n d  t w e n t y  

o t h e r  lumbermen,  raet w i t h  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  C a b i n e t ,  T h e  -- - -------------- 
3 2 Q p i y  P r o v i n c e ,  O c t o b e r  6, 1931, 

3 J B ~ i t i s D  Colurtrbiaq, O c t o b e r  7, 8, 1931, 



C o n s e r v a t i v e ,  b u s i n e s s - c o n s c i o u s  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  Premier T o l n i e  

i s s u e d  a w a r n i n g  t o  l a b o u r  a g i t a t o r s :  

I n d u s t r y  i n  t h i s  p r o v i n c e  is g o i n g  t o  be p r o t e c t e d  t o  
t h e  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  law, We h a v e  a s s u r e d  t h e  
lumbermen t h a t  when men w a n t  t o  work t h e y  are n o t  
p r e v e n t e d  from d o i n g  s o  b y  a n y  i n t i m i d a t i o n  o r  
o t h e r w i s e ,  The lumberlaen a s s u r e  u s  t h a t  t h e i r  t r o u b l e s  
l a t e l y  h a v e  b e e n  due  t o  a g i t a t o r s  a n d  C o a a u n i s t s  a n d  
t h e y  h a v e  g i v e n  u s  d e t a i l e d  f a c t s  o n  v a r i o u s  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h e y  h a v e  had i n  l a b o u r  matters t o  s u p p o r t  
t h i s  c o n t e n t i o n ,  3s 

S a a l l  wonder  t h e  s c e n e  a t  t h e  p i c k e t  l i n e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be t e n s e ,  

T h e  free c o n t r a c t  d o c t r i n e  e s p o u s e d  by b o t h  l u ~ b e r m e n  a n d  

t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n a e n t  d e f e n d e d  a man 's  r i g h t  t o  work a t  

w h a t e v e r  wage a n  e e p l o y e r  d e i g n e d  t o  offer . .  T h e  a n i o n  was 

p a i n t e d  a s  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h r e a t e n i n g  t h i s  ' r i g h  ta,  O b v i o u s l y  

l a b o u r e r s  a n d  c a p i t a l i s t s  d i f f e r e d  i n  t h e i r  v i e w s  o n  basic h u ~ a n  

r i g h t s ,  I n  e m b a r k i n g  upon u n i o n i z a t i o n ,  w o r k e r s  a s s e r t e d  t h r o u g h  

t h e i r  a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  work c o u l d  n o t  be d i v o r c e d  from 

t h e  r i g h t  t o  d i g n i t y  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  a n d  to  a l i v i n g  wage, 

Lumbermen a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  c l o s e d  r a n k s  i n  t h e i r  f i g h t  t o  k e e p  

t h i s  s e d i t i o n  o a t  o f  B , C , * s  most l u c r a t i v e  industry.. T h e  

A t t o r n e y - G e n e r  a l ,  B, H, P o o l e y ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  f u l l  r e s o u r c e s  

o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  b a c k e d  by t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n ~ e n t ,  would be 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  e n a b l e  men t o  work. w B r i t i s h  C o l ~ a r b i a , ~  said N r ,  

P o o l e y ,  " d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  t o  s t a n d  fo r  t h e  f o m e n t a t i o n  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  d i s p u t e s  i n  i t s  &ills a n d  p l a n t s  by i m p o r t e d  



r a d i c a l s n  36 N o s t  of t h e  r a d i c a l s ,  h o w e v e r ,  were n o t  * i m p o r t e d 8 '  

b u t  came fro la  t h e  m i l l s  a n d  l o g g i n g  c a m p s  of B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  

T h e  L, W , I , U .  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  i n d u s t r y - w i d e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  face  o f  t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of i n t e r e s t s  b y  

B.C. l u  sbermen. A s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  L. W - I O U ,  o r g a n i z e r s  a t  o t h e r  

m i l l s  s e r v e d  a d u a l  p u r p o s e  f o r  t h e  F r a s e r  H i l l s  men, F i r s t l y ,  

i f  o t h e r  m i l l s  i n  t h e  a r e a  h a d  g o n e  o u t ,  t h e  s t r i k e r s '  d e m a n d s  

would h a v e  keen s t r e n g t h e n e d ,  As i t  stood, o t h e r  mills c o n t i n u e d  

t o  p r o d u c e  l u m b e r  f o r  t h e  C,W,L,C. 37 S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  S t r i k e  

C o n a i t t e e  s h a r e d  t h e  L,W,I, U, ' s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i n d u s t r y - w i d e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  A s t a t e m e n t  made by  G e o r g e  Lalaont,  L H, I, fl,. 

P r e s i d e n t ,  b e f o r e  a m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r  T r a d e s  a n d  

L a b o u r  C o u n c i l ,  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  i n t e n t  r a t h e r  s n c c i n c t l p :  

I n  a s h o r t  time 40,000 l u m b e r  a n d  l o g g i n g  e m p l o y e e s  i n  
3, C, w i l l  b e  o r g a n i z e d  i n  o n e  un ion , , ,  t h e  f u n b e r  
w o r k e r s  w i l l  e n l i s t  a l l  t r ade  u n i o n s  i n  t h e i r  c a u s e  t o  
s e c u r e  i m p r o v e d  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  from t h e  lumbermen,  We 
i n t e n d  t o  f i g h t  t h e  Fraser flills company  and t h e  
F e d e r a t e d  T i m b e r  H i l l s  o f  0 - C ,  n o t  o n  t h e  bas is  of 
c o ~ n u n i s a  b u t  on t h e  b a s i s  of b r e a d  a n d  b u t t e r .  38 

T h u s  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  of t h e  L, W , I , U ,  were s u f f i c i e n t l y  clear a s  

were t h o s e  of t h e  lumbermen ,  S m a l l  w o n d e r  they f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  

o n  a c o l l i s i o n  c o u r s e ,  

L a m o n t s s  s t a t e m e n t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  LIW,I,U, 

r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  wider  l a b o u r  movement, H e  s p o k e  of e n l i s t i n g  a l l  

t r a d e  u n i o n s  i n  t h e  c a u s e  of t h e  l u a b e r w o r k e r s ,  T h i s  is h a r d l y  ------------------ 
3 6 I b i d . ,  October  13, 1931- 

3 7 1 b i d . ,  S e p t e m b e r  30, 1931, 

J s I b i d , ,  O c t o b e r  22,  1931, 



i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  i s o l a t i o n i s t  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  t h e  ti- U, L, 

d e p i c t e d  by I a n  Angus i n  h i s  r e c e n t  work, C a n a d i a n  B o l s h e v i k s ,  

Taken  i n  c o n t e x t ,  " e n l i s t i n g  a l l  t r a d e  o n i o n s n  c l e a r l y  refers t o  

s e e k i n g  their s u p p o r t  and  a i d ,  t h u s  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  L-W-1 .U .  

l e a d e r s h i p  h a d  a p r a g m a t i c  s t r e a k ,  d o w n p l a y i n g  t h e  p a r t y  l i n e  

when n e c e s s a r y ,  39  P r e s i d e n t  Lamont t e n d e d  t o  e l r p h a s i z e  t h e  

i m m e d i a t e  i s s u e s  of wages  a n d  u o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  W h i l e  i t  would 

h a v e  b e e n  i m p o l i t i c  f o r  him t o  do  o t h e r w i s e ,  t h i s  was n o t  s i m p l y  

a  c a s e  of p o l i t i c a l  p o s t u r i n g ,  A s  Andree  L e v e s q u e  p o i n t s  o u t  i n  

h e r  s t u d y  o f  t h e  1931 s t r i k e  a t  C o v a n s v i l l e ,  Quebec,  t h e  

e c o n o m i c  c r i s i s  o f  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n  t r a n s f o r a e d  t h e  V-U-L- front 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t o  r e f o r a i s t , * o  T h u s  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r a d e  

u n i o n s m ,  a s  t h e y  were c a l l e d  i n  t h e  Z a b o n y  Gazette, h a r d l y  

d e s e r v e  t h e  l a b e l ,  Whi le  t h e  W,U, L, u n i o n s  v e r e  e x t r e m e l y  

- ; n i l i t a n t , t h i s  was m a t t e r  o f  s t y l e  n o t  s u b s t a n ~ e , ~  A s  Don 

n u l d o o n  p u t s  i t  i n  w C a p i t a l i s m  U n c h a l l e n g e d ,  * t h e  o n l y  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  U - U , L ,  was its a f f i x i a t i o n  to  t h e  

R , T , L , U . m * l  I n  B,C, t h e  L,U,I,U, f i l l e d  a v o i d  a n d  l a i d  a 

f o u n d a t i o n  upon which l a t e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c o u l d  b u i l d ,  X t  d i d  s o  

by a p p e a l i n g  t o  l u m b e r w o r k e r s  o n  a p r a c t i c a l  l e v e l .  

------------------ 
39Bngus  h a s  d i s t o r t e d  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Workers' U n i t y  League-  
Hot a l l  t h e  H,O.L, u n i o n s  were a s  i n e f f e c t a a l  a n d  d i v i s i v e  a s  h e  
a r g u e s ,  T h e  Lumber Workers '  I n d u s t r i a l  Union i s  a case i n  p o i n t -  
See Angus,op- tit-,pp, 281 - 285. 

4 l D o n  R u l d o o n ,  V a p i t a l i s a  Onchal1enged;A S k e t c h  o f  C a n a d i a n  
C o a a u n i s a ,  1939-1949** (R, A ,  t h e s i s ,  Simon Fraser U n i v e r s i t y ,  
19771, p. 20, 



B i t h  r e l a t i o n s  be tween  H a c k i n  a n d  t h e  u n i o n  s t r a i n e d ,  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o l l o w e d  a n  i n c o n s i s t e n t  c o u r s e ,  After B a c k i n n s  

i n i t i a l  r e f u s a l  t o  n e g o t i a t e ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

of Labour  o f f e r e d  t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  to  mediate t h e  d i s p u t e  W n t h e  9. 
i n t e r e s t s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  peace, " 4 2  H a c k i n  d e c l i n e d  t h e  offer ,  

r e p l y i n g  t h a t  " h e  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  time y e t  o p p o r t u n e  for 

i n t e r v e n t i o n , * * J  H e  a l s o  r e f u s e d  t o  Beet d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  

L , H , I , U , ,  w h i l e  n o n e t h e l e s s  s t a t i n g  t h a t  h e  u o o l d  be w i l l i n g  t o  

meet w i t h  a n  e m p l o y e e s '  commi t tee ,  The  committee, however ,  would 

h a v e  t o  b e  c o a p o s e d  o f  e m p l o y e e s  of t h r e e  y e a r s  s t a n d i n g ,  ** The  

o v e r t u r e  g e n e r a t e d  no  r e s p o n s e  from t h e  workers. ! l a c k i n g s  o n l y  

a v e n u e  of  a p p e a l  t o  t h e  w o r k f o r c e  l e d  v i a  t h e  S t r i k e  C o a m i t t e e ,  

On S e p t e m b e r  21 a c o n f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  Hackin  a n d  t b e  S t r i k e  

C o w a i t t e e  y i e f  ded no movement on e i t h e r  s i d e ,  The s c e n e  a t  t h e  

m i l l  e n t r a n c e  was f a r  more dynamic  t h a n  t h e  s c e n e  a t  the 

n e g o t i a t i n g  t a b l e ,  a s  mass p i c k e t s  r e m a i n e d  i n  e v i d e n c e ,  The 

s a m e  d a y  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  H i n i s t e r  of L a b o u r ,  W,L RcKenzie ,  

a n n o u n c e d  h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  k e e p  i n  close t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n ,  4s When t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g ,  h e l d  S e p t e m b e r  25, a g a i n  

p r o v e d  u n p r o d u c t i v e ,  t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e  p a s s e d  a m o t i o n  t h a t  

----------------- 
42 P,A,C,, D e p a r t a e n t  o f  L a b o u r ,  RG 27, S t r i k e s  a n d  L o c k o u t s  
F i l e ,  F r a s e r  H i l l s ,  1931, H a r r i s o n  t o  Ward, S e p t e m b e r  25, 1931- 
A l l  f o l l o w i n g  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is from t h e  same s o u r c e  u n l e s s  
o t h e r w i s e  i n d i c a t e d .  



n o  f u r t h e r  m e e t i n g s  be r e q u e s t e d ,  N e g o t i a t i o n s  h a d  r e a c h e d  a n  

i m p a s s e .  

F, E, H a r r i s i o n ,  t h e  L a b o u r  D e p a r t m e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  

j u d g e d  the time " o p ~ o r t u n e  f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n m ,  a n d  p e r s u a d e d  

r a c k i n  t o  c o n f e r  w i t h  t h e  men, E n l i s t i n g  t h e  a i d  of R e e v e  

Macdonald of C o q u i t l a m ,  h e  s c h e d u l e d  a m e e t i n g  f o r  S e p t e a b e r  30 
/ 

i n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  h a l l  a t  H a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Hack in ,  

Macdona ld ,  a n d  H a r r i s o n ,  t h e  m e e t i n g  was a t t e n d e d  by Adam B e l l ,  

B,C.*S Deputy  Y i n i s t e r  of  L a b o o r ,  t h e  m i l l  m a n a g e r s  a n d  s e v e n  

members o f  t h e  S t r i k e  Committee.  H a r r i s o n ,  who c h a i r e d  t h e  

s e e t i n g ,  s u g g e s t e d  a secret b a l l o t  b e  t a k e n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  s t r i k e  v o t e ,  n a c k i n  s t i l l  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  n o t i o n  

t h a t  t h e  L - Y - 1 . L  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n l y  t w e n t y  p e r c e n t  of t h e  =en,  +* 
T h e  company o f f e r e d  n o  c o n c e s s i o n s  o n  wages,  i n s t e a d  proposing 

t o  I 8 r e d u c e  t h e  nuntber of men employed  a n d  work f o r t y - e i g h t  h o u r s  

a week,m 4 7  T h e  S t r i k e  Coamittee r e t u r n e d  f f a c k i n s s  p r o p o s a l s  t o  

t h e  men who, n o t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  r e j e c t e d  t h e a  t h e  n e x t  day-  

A t  a b o u t  t h i s  time t h e  s t r i k e r s  i n c l u d e d  a f u r t h e r  demand - 
t h e  a b o l i t i o n  cf c o n t r a c t  l a b o u r  a n d  t h e  d i s a i s s a l  o f  o n e  

p a r t i c n f a r l y  n o t o r i o u s  J a p a n e s e  l a b o u r  c o n t r a c t o r ,  * a  T h e  

O r i e n t a l s  a n d  East I n d i a n s ,  w i t h  few e x c e p t i o n s ,  h o n o u r e d  t h e  

p i c k e t  l i n e  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  f a c e d  t h e  t h r e a t  of d e p o r t a t i o n ,  I n  

--- --------------- 
* & B r i t i s h  Colu tnb ian ,  O c t o b e r  1, 1931, 

* ? " R e p o r t  o n  Sawmill  W o r k e r s  A t  F r a s e r  ! l i l l s , B . C , , ~  S t r i k e s  a n d  
L o c k o u t s  F i l e ,  F r a s e r  B i l l s ,  1931, 

*axhe Unemployed l o r k e y ,  O c t o b e r  3, 1931- 



a d d i t i o n  t h e i r  s ~ o k e s m e n  p l a y e d  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  s u p p l y i n g  

r e l i e f ,  a d d r e s s i n g  sass m e e t i n g s  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l 1  y a c t i n g  a s  

n e g o t i a t o r s -  C h a p t e r  T h r e e  h a s  shown  t h a t ,  u n d e r  t h e  C, i?,L,C, * s  

managemen t ,  t h e  O r i e n t a l  a n d  East  I n d i a n  l a b o u r e r s  f a r e d  f a r  

worse t h a n  t h e  w h i t e  w o r k e r s .  4 9  T h e  d e p r e s s e d  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  

a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  wage  s t r u c t u r e ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

many of t h e  men were s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e i r  f a s i l i e s  by miles of 

o c e a n ,  a l i g n e d  t h e  O r i e n t a l ,  East I n d i a n  a n d  w h i t e  work  rs, T h u s  f 
t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  t h e  s t r i k e r s *  d e l a a n d s  f o r  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  

c o n t r a c t  s y s t e m  reflects t h e  d e g r e e  of u n i t y  a s o n g  t h e  men, 

r e g a r d l e s s  o f  e t h n i c  o r  r a c i a l  b a c k g r o u n d ,  I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  

k e p t  i n  ~ i n d  t h a t  c o n t r a c t  l a b o o r  u n d e r c u t  w a g e s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

T h i s  issue was n o t  r e s o l v e d  i n  t h e  w o r k e r s *  f a v o u r ,  T h e  C - B - L - C ,  

c o n t i n u e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t h i r t i e s ,  5 0  

T h e  C,W.L,C,,  less i n t r a n s i g e n t  on o t h e r  i s s u e s ,  eaade t h e  

n e x t  move d u r i n g  t h e  f i rst  week i n  O c t o b e r ,  T h e   company*^ new 

a t t i t u d e  of c o n c i l i a t i o n  came i n  t h e  wake of t h e  e n f o r c e d  

closure of t h e  C o a o x  L o g g i n g  C o a p a n y ,  (a C,U,L,C, s o b s i d i a r y )  , 

49As a f u r t h e r  e x a m p l e  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  a n  a u t o m a t i c  d e d u c t i o n  
f o r  r e n t  c a n e  o f f  t h e i r  c h e q u e s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  l i v e d  i n  t h e  
t o w n s i t e  or n o t ,  a r e p o r t  i n  t h e  Br i t i sh  G q l u a b i a n  of O c t o b e r  
2 2 ,  1931, cites i n s t a n c e s  w h e r e  "a married J a p a n e s e ,  w i t h  a 
f a m i l y ,  a f t e r  p a y i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  l e v i e s  aade o n  h i s  w a g e s ,  wou ld  
h a v e  5 9 - 0 0  l e f t  fo r  a m o n t h ' s  wages,  om T h e  same report a l l e g e d  
t h a t  i n  o n e  case f i v e  E a s t  I n d i a n  w o r k e r s  s h a r e d  a " l e a k i n g  
s h a c k , "  e a c h  p a y i n g  $10=00 a m a n t h  i n  r e n t ,  

SoThe  J a p a n e s e  l a b o u r  c o n t r a c t o r  wou ld  e v e n t u a l l y  l e a v e  u n d e r  
q u e s t i o n a b l e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  a f t e r  b e i n g  i m p l i c a t e d  i n  a m u r d e r  
case. C a n u e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  A u g u s t  14,  1981, 



v h i c h  e m p l o y e d  300 men a n d  s u p p l i e d  l u m b e r  t o  P r a s e r  H i l l s ,  5 %  

With t w o  o p e r a t i o n s  t h r e a t e n e d ,  t h e  company p r o v e d  more w i l l i n g  

t o  b a r g a i n ,  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  H a r r i s o n ' s  r e p o r t  o n  a n  O c t o b e r  2 

m e e t i n g  w i t h  Tom B r a d l e y  a n d  t h e  S t r i k e  Commi t tee ,  Hack in  s t a t e d  

t h a t  h e  was p r e p a r e d  t o  make a  s u b s t a n t i a l  o f f e r ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  

a p p r o v a l  of J, D,HcCormack, V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C, % , L - C ,  On 

O c t o b e r  7 ,  H a r r i s o n  a n d  a c o l l e a g u e  from t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  H i n i s t r y  

L a b o u r ,  t o o k  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o f f e r  t o  t h e  S t r i k e  Commi t tee :  

An upward a d j u s t m e n t  of wages  f o r  a l l  e m p l o y e e s  & o  h a d  b e e n  

r e c e i v i n g  f o r t y  c e n t s  a n  h o u r  o r  less, by r e s t o r i n g  t h e  wage 

c u t s  made o n  o r  a b o u t  J u l y  1, 1931, 

An i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  r a t e  p a i d  f o r  s h i n g l e s  of two  c e n t s  p e r  

t h o u s a n d  f o r  No, 1 s h i n g l e s  a n d  t h r e e  c e n t s  p e r  t h o u s a n d  f o r  

No* 3 s h i n g l e s ,  

The m a n n f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t s  would work n o t  more t h a n  f o r t y  

e i g h t  h o u r s  p e r  week ,  

The coBpany  would  meet w i t h  a c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e i r  o v n  

e m p l y e e s  t o  d i s c u s s  n a t t e r s  a f f e c t i n g  t h e i r  u o r k  a t  a n y  

time. ( T h i s  d i d  n o t  mean t h e  c o a p a n p  would r e c o g n i z e  t h e  

u n i o n , n o r  would it meet w i t h  a c o m i t t e e  f o r m a l l y  a f f i l i a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  L,W,I,U.) 

T h e  company would make e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  r e e m p l o y  a s  many men 

a s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  v o u l d  o p e r a t e  a s  many h o u r s  a s  p o s s i b l e :  no 

--- --------------- 
S l H a r r i s o n  t o  Ward, O c t o b e r  8, 1931, 



d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  would b e  shown i n  t h e  re -employment  of men,S* 

The o f f e r ,  while less t h a n  t h e  u n i o n  s o u g h t ,  was not 

u n r e a s o n a b l e  i n  i t s  i m m e d i a t e  c o n c e s s i o n s -  I n  making t h e  offer, 

rgackin s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  it b e  p u t  t o  a  v o t e  by secret b a l l o t  

u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of R e e v e s  Hacdona ld  o f  C o q u i t l a m  and  

P r i t c h a r d  of Burnaby ,  a s  well a s  Hayor  G r a y  o f  New Westnr ins te r ,  

B a l l o t s  would  b e  s e n t  by mail t o  e v e r y  man o n  t h e  p a y r o l l .  

B e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  o f f e r  was mixed among t h e  S t r i k e  committee4 

u n i o n  o r g a n i z e r  B r a d l e y  o p p o s e d  i t  s t r e n u o u s l y ,  a r g u i n g  a g a i n s t  

b o t h  t h e  o f f e r  a n d  t h e  v o t i n g  method, Mot o n l y  d i d  t h e  offer  

d i s m i s s  t h e  u n i o n ' s  r o l e ,  i t  u a s  i n a d e q u a t e  i n  i ts f a i l u r e  t o  

a d d r e s s  many o u t s t a n d i n g  g r i e v a n c e s  - " t h e  d i s m i s s a l  of c e r t a i n  

f o r e m e n ,  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  p a y a e n t  of r e n t  for some O r i e n t a l s  

a n d  t h e  r e - i n s t a t e m e n t  o f  c e r t a i n  @ e n  , ,, d i s m i s s e d  two m o n t h s  

b e f o r e  t h e  strike,'* 5 3  B r a d l e y  a n d  t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e  a g r e e d  

n o n e t h e l e s s  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  o f fe r  a t  t h e  n e x t  u n i o n  m e e t i n g ,  

They  d i d  s o ,  b u t  h a r d l y  i m p a r t i a l l y ,  lifter h e a r i n g  B r a d l e y  

a n d  a C cmmunis t  l e a d e r  i d e n t i f i e d  o n l y  a s  P i n l e p ,  " r i d i c u l e  t h e  

p r o p o s a l n  a n d  d e n o u n c e  G r a y ,  B a c d o n a l d ,  P r i t c h a r d ,  B e l l  a n d  

H a r r i s o n  a s  n t o o l s  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s , "  t h e  men v o t e d  dovn t h e  

p r o p o s a l  by a s h o u  of  hands .  A l l  389 men a t  the m e e t i n g  yoked  t o  

- --------------- 
•˜*The c o m p a n y ' s  o f f e r  mas r e c o r d e d  by F, E, H a r r i s o n  i n  h i s  
October 6 a n d  7, 1931, let ters t o  Pard ,  



reject  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  o f f e r -  5 4  

H a r r i s o n  a n d  n a c k i n  f e l t  t h a t ,  if p e r m i t t e d  t o  v o t e  w i t h o u t  

o u t s i d e  i n f l u e n c e ,  t h e  men would a c c e p t  t h e  o f f e r -  55 T h e i r  

d e c i s i o n  t o  g o  a h e a d  w i t h  a r e g i s t e s e d  v o t e  by b a l l o t  p r o v e d  

t h e m  wrong, T h e  v o t e ,  h e l d  O c t o b e r  16,  r e c e i v e d  a d i s m a l  

t u r n - o u t ,  O n l y  109 men c a s t  t h e  m a i l e d  b a l l o t s :  o f  t h e s e ,  104 

w a n t e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  work, O f  t h e  men v o t i n g ,  s i x t y - n i n e  v e r e  

O r i e n t a l  l a b o u r e r s ,  D e s p i t e  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  of t h e  s t r i k e ,  t h e s e  

men would h a v e  b e e n  f a r  more s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  c o e r c i o n  t h a n  t h e  

res t  o f  t h e  w o r k f o r c e ,  The f o r t y  n o n - c o n t r a c t  workers t u r n i n g  e 
b a l l o t s  c a n n o t  be i d e n t i f i e d ,  Not s t r o n g  u n i o n  men, t h e y  nag 

h a v e  been  t o t a l l y  ~ e r i p h e r a l  t o  t h e  s t r i k e  movement, O r  p o s s i b l y  

t h e y  were t h o s e  w h o  c a l l e d  t h e m s e l v e s  * t h e  o l d  man d e l e g a t i o n 8  

o r  * o l d - t i m e r s * ,  a f a c t i o n  which e n g a g e d  i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

s e m i - i n d e p e n d e n t l y  of t h e  L - W - I .  U,, t a k i n g  t h e  more famil iar  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  n e g o t i a t i o n s  which  h a d  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

p a s t  g r i e v a n c e s ,  T h i s  g r o u p ,  a l s o  c a l l i n g  itself t h e  E a ~ l o y e e ~ s  

C o r a ~ i t t e e  u a s  h e a d e d  by  Tom A l l a r d ,  C o q n i t l a m  C o u n c i l l o r  a s  w e l l  

a s  n i l l - w o r k e r , w h o  was i n s t r u a e n t a l  i n  s e t t l i n g  t h e  s t r i k e - 5 6  

s 4 H a r r i s o n  t o  Ward, O c t o b e r  14 ,  1931, See a l so  B i n u t e s  of t h e  
S t r i k e  Comi t tee ,  O c t o b e r  9, 1931, 

s s a a r r i s o n  t o  Ward, O c t o b e r  7 ,  1931- 

5 6  T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  d u a l  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  b e e n  o v e r l o o k e d  i n  
p u b l i s h e d  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  of H a r o l d  P r i t c h e t t ,  A n  e x a m p l e  is 
P r i  t c h e  tt *s a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  s k e t c h  i n  t h e  H u n i c i p a l  H i s t o r y  
S o c i e t y ' s  1980  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  Your Worship, Members of Coouncil, 
p* 101. P r i t c h e t t ,  when q u e s t i o n e d  d i r e c t l y  a b o u t  A l l a r d ,  
ref used t o  a c k a o v l e d g e  A_Lla rd t s  l e a d e r s h i p  r o l e -  P r i t c h e t t  
i n t e r v i e w ,  O c t o b e r  23, 1981, 



T h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  d u a l  com~i t t ee  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  

i n t r a - u n i o n  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  were n o t  a l w a y s  ha rmonious .  On O c t o b e r  

22, fo r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  S t r i k e  C o m e i t t e e ,  r e s p o n d i n g  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  

t o  cri t icism r e g a r  d i n g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of relief t o  t h e  weary 

communi ty ,  d e c i d e d  t o  " s t a n d  t r i a l  " A l t h o u g h  t h e  c o l a a i t t e e  

r e t a i n e d  t h e  e e n l s  s u ~ p o r t ,  some d i s c o n t e n t  was c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t ,  

C o n f l i c t  d i r e c t l y  c o n c e r n i n g  A l l a r d  a p p e a r e d  s l i g h t l y  l a t e r  i n  

t h e  l r f inutes  o f  t h e  S t r i k e  C o s a i t t e e ,  The October 24 e n t r y  

r e p o r t e d ,  nComrade A l l a r d  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  h i s  r i g h t s  back b u t  was 

remanded  t o  a ~ e n b e r s h i p  m e e t i n g ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  \ 
A l l a r d  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  L, i? , I ,O ,  Ben. T e n s i o n  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  t h e  

November 13 e n t r y  i n d i c a t e s  h e  still  e n j o y e d  a w o r k i n g  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  un ion :  

Comrade A l l a r d  was t o  g o  down t o  p r o d u c e  a  l is t  o f  
wages. But  l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  A l l a r d  came back,,  , 
w i t h  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  Mackin h a d  c o m p l e t e l y  d e n i e d ,  
and f u r t h e r m o r e  d i d  n o t  w a n t  a n y t h i n g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  
un ion ,  S T  

HComradeH A l l a r d  was n o n e t h e l e s s  " t a k e n  o u t  of t h e  u n i o n w  o n  

November 17. T h e  n e x t  d a y  h e  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  sought t o  a d d r e s s  a 

membersh ip  a e e t i n g ,  P r i t c h e t t ,  i n  d i s c u s s i n g  I l l a r d s s  role, h a s  

s t a t e d  t h a t  h e  was a n  w h o n e s t ,  e r ra t ic  and v e r y  c o n f u s e d  

a l d e r ~ a n , ~  who % e n t  a l o n g  t h e  b e s t  h e  k n e v  how,a s e  P r i t c h e t t  

d o e s  r e c a l l  A l l a r d  

t o  modify  demands,  

making a p r o p o s i t i o n  b e f o r e  a u n i o n  m e e t i n g  

o n l y  t o  be  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  membership-  

5 7 P l i n u t e s  of  t h e  S t r i k e  Commi t tee ,  November 13, 1931, 

s e p r i t c h e t t  i n t e r v i e w ,  O c t o b e r  23, 1981, 



L a t e  i n  t h e  s t r i k e ' s  s e c o n d  month, A l l a r d ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  

u n c e r t a i n  s t a t u s  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i o n , b e g a n  t o  n e g o t i a t e  on b e h a l f  

of the men. T h e  E m p l o y e e s '  C o m m i t t e e  h e a d e d  by A l l a r d  met w i t h  

H a r r i s o n  on November 10- H a r r i s o n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e y  c a l l  a 

m a s s  ~ e e t i n g  f o r  November 1 2  t o  r e - s u b m i t  t h e  c o m p a n y g s  o f f e r  of  

O c t o b e r  6 ,  5 9  The  m e e t i n g  d rew t h r e e  h u n d r e d  e m p l o y e e s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  H a r r i s o n ,  and  a f t e r  d i s c u s s i o n  i t  was  d e c i d e d  t h e  

men would meet a g a i n  November 18 t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

r e t u r n i n g  t o  work.60 A l t h o u g h  t h e  Employees*  C o m a i t t e e  was by 

t h i s  time a non-un ion  committee, L a # - 1 - U ,  P r e s i d e n t  Lamont was 

i n v i t e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  s tr ikers.  R a c k i n  had  hoped t h a t  t h e  

t a e e t i n g  would b e  r u n  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  t h e  u n i o n ,  b a t  t h e  t i e s  

were o b v i o u s l y  f a r  from c o s p l e t e l y  s e v e r e d .  6 1  all/ i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  u n i o n  aen ,  a g r e e d  t o  r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  company" offer. On 

November 17 t h e  t u o  f a c t i o n s  met i n d e p e n d e n t l y ,  t h e  L,W,I,U, 

a s k i n g  t - h a t  t h e  v o t e  b e  d e l a y e d  u n t i l  November 20,  T h e  non-un ion  

c o m m i t t e e  a g r e e d  t o  t h e  new d a t e ,  R a c k i n ,  however ,  c h a r g e d  t h a t  

n t h e  C o a t a u n i s t s  h a d  a g a i n  g o t  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n w ,  a n d  

s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  " u n t i l  t h e y  were e l i m i n a t e d ,  t h e r e  would be 

n o  a t t e m p t  a t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e   employee^,^ 6 2  H a r r i s o n ,  who 

------------------ 
s 9 H a r r i s o n  t o  Ward, Noveaber  12, 1931, 

G o H a r r i s o n  t o  Ward, November I U ,  1931, 

6 l W ,  Flathew t o  H a r r i s o n ,  November 14, 1931, Hathew s e r v e d  a s  
V i c e C h a i r e ~ a n  f o r  some m e e t i n g s  of t h e  N e w  f f e s t m i n s t e r  T r a d e s  
a n d  L a b o u r  C o u n c i l  a n d  had a t t e n d e d  n e g o t i a t i n g  s e s s i o n s  b e t w e e n  
t h e  C,LIW,C.  a n d  t h e  1;-W.1-U, on O c t o b e r  30, 1931, 

6 2 A a r r i s o n  t o  Hard,  November 19, 1931, 



h a d  b e e n  f o r e w a r n e d  of n a c k i n 1 s  e x t r e m e l y  t e n u o u s  mood of 

c o n c i l i a t i o n  b y  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t s  k e e p i n g  a n  e y e  o n  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  

p e r s u a d e d  M a c k i n  t o  k e e p  t h e  o f f e r  o n  t h e  table.  6 3  T h e  v o t e  o n  

November 20 ,  c o n d u c t e d  i n  s e p a r a t e  h a l l s ,  p a s s e d  by 406 t o  65 

among t h e  u n i o n  men, w i t h  a l l  n o n - u n i o n  men v o t i n g  t o  r e t u r n  t o  

work, J u d g i n g  from t h e  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  was e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  t a k e n .  A s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  j u b i l a n t l y  

e n t e r e d  o n  N o v e s b e r  2 0  - " V o t i n g  d a y  ,,. t h e  w h o l e  of t h e  

D o m i n i o n  is l o o k i n g  f o r  t h i s  d a y - @  

T h e  o f fe r  a c c e p t e d  o n  N o v e a b e r  20 h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  been made 

o n  O c t o b e r  6,  I 9 3 f -  It was n o t  m o d i f i e d  i n  t h e  s l i g h t e s t .  O n l y  

v o t i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  h a d  b e e n  r e l a x e d ,  Why h a d  i t  n o t  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  

earlier? T h e  a a s v e r  seems f a i r l y  o b v i o u s .  T h e  ma j o k i t y  of t h e  

Ben sere n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  a l l o w  t h e  C,W,L.C, t o  c i r c u l r v e n t  t h e  

u n i o n ,  A l t h o u g h  t h e  company w o u l d  b r o o k  n o  p a s t  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  

demand f o r  u n i o n  r e c o g n i t i o n  a n d  a closed s h o p ,  a n i o n  of t h e  inen 

was a f a c t  w h i c h  n a c k i n  could n o t  n e g a t e .  I n  t h e  e n d ,  h e  c o u l d  

o n l y  i g n o r e  it, H i s  e v e n t u a l  c o n c e s s i o n  t o  meet v i t h  a cosait tee 

of e m p l o y e e s  i n d i c a t e s  a s l i g h t  s o f t e n i n g  of a t t i t u d e ,  a l b e i t  a 

t e m p o r a r y  o n e ,  A l t h o u g h  he  o r i g i n a l l y  r e j e c t e d  a n y  o v e r t u r e  a a d e  

by t h e  w C o l a m u n i s t i c  e l e m e n t H ,  h i s  l a t e r  c o m n i u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  

A l l a r d  show a f l e x i b i l i t y  b o r n  of n e c e s s i t y :  

T h e  company  w i s h e s  it d i s t i n c t l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  i n  
m e e t i n g  w i t h  a committee of its employees , , ,  it is n o t  
i n  a n y  m e a s u r e  r h a t s o e v e r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  u n i o n  a n d  i s  
d e a l i n g  o n l y  w i t h  e m p l o y e e s  d i r e c t l y  g e g a r d l e s s  of w h a t  --- -------------- 

6 3 E l a r r i s o n  t o  Bard, November 16, 3931; H a r r i s o n  t o  Hathew,  
Novenaber 16, 1 9 3 1  ; Hathew t o  H a r r i s o n ,  November 14, 1931, 



I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  may d i f f e r , b u t  a s  o n e  

c o n t e a p o r a r y  t r a d e  u n i o n i s t  saw i t ,  " H e  s t a t e s  i n  h i s  a g r e e m e n t  

t h a t  h e  is n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  e m p l o y e e s '  a f f i l i a t i o n s  ,,, 

t h a t  c o v e r s  a  lo t , , ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  u n i o n  n e e d  n o t  e n t e r  i n t o  

it," 6s 

When b a c k e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  w a l l ,  H a c k i n  a d o p t e d  a r e l a t i v e l y  

l i b e r a l  s t a n c e .  Y e t ,  o n c e  t h e  s t r i k e  h a d  e n d e d ,  h e  resumed a 

r e a c t i o n a r y  p o s t u r e ,  f i r i n g  u n i o n  men a n d  f r a a i n g  a b l a c k - l i s t  

which  i m p o s e d  c o n t i n u i n g  h a r d s h i p s  o n  many of t h e  s t r i k e r s ,  The 

L, w , I , U ,  c o n t i n u e d  its a c t i v i t i e s  u n d e r g r o u n d ,  66 One w o r k e r ,  who 

had been f i r e d  j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t r i k e  a n d  b r i e f l y  r e h i r e d  i n  

1933, r e c o u n t s  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f a c e d  b y  a n i o n  men- < 
I n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  *33-,, some u p r i s i n g  agaih., , a n d  
t h e  u n i o n  would g e t  a l i t t l e  b i t  s t r o n g e r ,  w e  were 
s i g n i n g  u p  men a l l  t h e  time, a n d  1 was w o r k i n g  u n d e r  
c o v e r  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  time,,, F i n a l l y  o n e  n i g h t  we c a l l e d  
a g r e a t  b i g  m e e t i n g  .,. we h a d  a b o u t  two o r  three 
h u n d r e d  men i n  t h e  h a l l  ,,, I g o t  e l e c t e d  s e c r e t a r y  of 
t h e  damn o u t f i t ,  Well, t h e  n e x t  m o r n i n g  they knew a b o u t  
it down a t  t h e  m i l l  a n d  I g o t  f i r e d  r i g h t  off the bat .67 

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  s t r u g g l e  be tween  v o r k e r s  a n d  

management  a t  F r a s e r  m i l l s ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r i k e  i s  remeinbered - ----------------- 
6 * # a c k i n  t o  Al la rd ,  N o v e ~ b e r  12,  1 9 3  1, 

6 5 H a t t h e v  t o  H a r r i s o n ,  N o v e ~ l b e r  14, 193 1, 

66Arne  J o h n s o n ,  Secretary o f  t h e  N.0-U,  a t  the time of t h e  
s t r i k e  a n d  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  L, W,I,U,, s t a t e d  t h a t  #The u n i o n ,  f o r  a 
number o f  r e a s o n s ,  d e t e r i o r a t e d  i n  P r a s e r  B i l l s  u n t i l  t h e r e  were 
h a r d l y  a n y  meetbers le f t  i n  1932,H I n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Arne J o h n s o n  
a n d  H, B e r g r e n  by B y r t l e  B e r g r e n .  Undated,  R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l  # 1, 
I * i ? * A ,  

6 t L a v e r d u r e  i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  25, 1972, 



by t h e  w o r k e r s  t h e m s e l v e s  a.c a t u r n i n g  p o i n t  i n  l a b o u r / m n r . a g m e n t  

r e l a t i o n s .  A l t h o u g h  t h e  u n r c n ' s  e f f o r t s  met w i t h  c o n t i n u o u s  

r e s i s t a n c e ,  the g r o w t h  of s o l i d a r i t y  a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  i d e n t i t y  

made  m a n i f e s t  i n  t h e  workers1 r e s i s t a n c e  t o  c c m p a n y  p r o p o s a l s ,  

i m p o s e d  l i m i t s  on f u t u r e  c o m p a n y  a c t i o n s .  C o n c r e t e  examples a r e  

few a n d  f a r  b e t w e e n ,  b u t  t h e  c o m p a n y  r e c o r d s  s h o w  t h a t  i n  J u n e  

of 1 9 3 2 ,  vhen m a n a g e m e n t  a t  F r a s e r  Hills r e c e i v e d  a d i r e c t i v e  

form t h e  C,W,L.C. t c  c u t  w a g e s ,  l l a c k i n   resented t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  

p o s i t i o n  t o  t h q  men i n  w r i t i n g ,  He o f f e r e d  some c o m p e ~ s a t i o n  i n  

t h e  form of r e d u c e d  rents. Fu r t h e r m o r - e ,  uidnayemen t s a l a r i e s  werc 

a l s o  c u t .  6 a  T h u s  the s t r i k e  o f  1 9 3 1  d o u b t l e s s  a • ’  t e c t e d  c h a r r y e  

w h i c h  c a n n o t  h e  m e a s u r e d  s o l e l y  i n  terms o f  i t s  i ~ m e l i a t e  

o u t c o m e .  W o r k i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  L . Y , I . U . ,  t h e  men a t  F r a s e r  .rills 

I .  t o o k  t h e  f i r s t  step t o w a r d s  u n i o n i z a t i o n .  I n  s o  d o i n g ,  t h e y  

h e l p e d  lay a f u ~ c t i o n a l  f r a m e w o r k  w h i c h  would eventually lead 

BC s a w m i l l  workers, v i a  t h e  L u m b e r  a n d  S a w m i l l  Workers' U n i o n ,  

i n t o  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  W c o d v o r k e r s  o f  A ~ e r i c a .  

-- ---------- ----- 
6 e P e c o r d s  of t h e  C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  L u m b e r  Company ,  h e l d  a t  C r o w n  
Z e l l e r b a c t i  L i m i t e d  Coast Yoad F r o d u c t s ,  D i v i s i o n ,  C o q u i t l a m ,  
B.C.  



V, Communi ty  R e s p o n s e  - T h e  S t r i k e  Support System 

A l t h o u g h  t h e  L a b o u r  Gazet te  of November,  1931, c o n s i d e r e d  

t h e  s t r i ke  a co rap ron t i s e ,  t h e  c o a c e s s i o n s  won by t h e  s t r ikers  

were s u b s t a n t i a l ,  T h e  formal a s p e c t s  of t h e  s t r i k e ,  d e t a i l e d  i n  - 
C h a p t e r  P o u r ,  t e l l  o n l y  h a l f  t h e  s t o r y ,  W h i l e  t h e  formal 

p r o g r e s s  of t h e  l a b o u r  m o v e s e n t ,  a s  m e a s u r e d  b y  t r a d e - u n i o n  

g r o w t h  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  

r e m a i n  i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e s  of l a b o u r  h i s t o r y ,  a g r o w i n g  e m p h a s i s  

on the a t t i t u d e s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  allows a 

Bore c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n a l y s i s ,  S u c h  a n  a n a l y s i s  s e r v e s  a s  a 

r e m i n d e r  t h a t  L a b o u r  is  n o t  a n  i m p e r s o n a l  e c o n d a i c  force a t  a l l ,  

b u t  a human c o l l e c t i v e ,  T h i s  c h a p t e r  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

q u e s t i o n s  - why d i d  l a b o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s u c c e e d  a t  F r a s e r  R i l l s  

when it f a i l e d  e l s e w h e r e ,  a n d  t o  w h a t  e x t e n t  was t h e  c o m m n i t y  

r a d i c a l i z e d  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n ?  

F r a s e r  H i l l s  was a n  o b v i o u s  t a r g e t  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z e r s  of 

t h e  L,W,I.U, N o t  o n l y  was i t  o n e  of t h e  l a r g e s t  sawmills  i n  t h e  

P a c i f i c  M o r t h w e s t ,  it was o n e  arm o f  a n  i n d u s t r y  g i a n t  w i t h  
-- 

e x t e n s i v e  h o l d i n g s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l u r n b e r  y a r d s ,  r a i l w a y s  a n d  l o g g i n g  

o p e r a t i o n s ,  T h e  u n i o n  s o u g h t  t o  s e c u r e  a s u p p o r t  base w i t h i n  

F r a s e r  Mills f r o a  w h i c h  t o  e x t e n d  its i n f l u e n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

i n d u s t r y .  I n  t a k i n g  on t h e  C,V,L,C,, t h e  u n i o n  i n i t i a l l y  s e e m e d  

n o  m a t c h  f o r  its o p g o n e n t ,  Yet t h e  s t r i k e  was r e m a r k a b l y  

s u c c e s s f u l ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  v i e w  of t i e  a a n y  forces w o r k i n g  



a g a i n s t  it. T h e  r e a s o n  is t h r e e - f o l d :  f i r s t l 1 , a s  C h a p t e r  T h r e e  

h a s  shown,  t h e  material  c o n d i t i o n s  were r i p e ;  s e c o n d l y ,  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  core o f  t h e  u n i o n  p r o v e d  t o  b e  b o t h  e f f e c t i v e  
L 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  a n d  s k i l l f u l  p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  t h e i r  oun  r i g h t ;  a n d  

l a s t l y ,  t h e  c o m m n i t y  of f raser M i l l s / P l a i l l a r d v i l l e  e x h i b i t e d  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  c o n d u c i v e  t o  b o t h  l a b o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  l a b o u r  

p r o t e s t ,  T h i s  c h a p t e r  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  l a t t e r  t w o  factors,  

T h e  k i n s h i p  n e t w o r k  a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  f r a m e v o r k  of t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  e x p l a i n s ,  i n  p a r t ,  why l a b o u r  p r o t e s t  e m e r g e d  a t  

F r a s e r  H i l l s  i n  1931,  O t h e r  s t u d i e s  o f  w o r k e r  c o m m u n i t i e s  

# s u g g e s t  t h a t  l a b o u r  p r o t e s t  is f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  soc i a l  cohesion,In 

g o r k e r  C i t x ,  ComEany Town, f o r  e x a m p l e ,  D a n i e l  V a l k o w i t z  --- 
a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  g r o w t h  a n d  s u s t e n a n c e  of l abour  p r o t e s t  i n  1 9 t h  

c e n t u r y  C o h o e s ,  Neu York ,  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  of F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  

l a b o u r e r s ,  U a l k o w i t z  a r g u e s  t h a t  it was t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  

F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s ,  v i t h  t h e i r  i s t i a c t  c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n s ,  w h i c h  P 
h e l p e d  b r e a k  t h e  h o l d  of company  p a t e r n a l i s m  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  

m i l l s ,  T h i s  was n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  l e d  t h e m  n a t u r a l l y  

t o  resist  a u t h o r i t y ,  but b e c a u s e  m t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  c o a m u a i t y  

c o u l d  p r o v i d e  i m p r e s s i v e  c o h e r e n c e  a n d  s o l i d a r i t y  o n c e  s u c h  

p r o t e s t  was underway,"  1 .. . _ _- -- 

L i k e  6 i a l k o v i t z s s  s t u d y ,  Thomas  D u b l i n ' s  Women Work , 2 

--- -------------- 
Z D a n i e l  W a l k o w i t z  , H z -  Citp, Contpany Town (Ch icago :  U n i v e r s i t y  
o f  I l l i n o i s  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 8 ) ,  p -  258- 

\ 

2 T h o n a s  D u b l i n ,  Women At Work: T h e  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of work  and 
Communi tp  & w e l l .  l i a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  1826- I 8 6 6  (New York: C o l u m b i a  --- 
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1979) a 



( w h i c h  f o c u s s e s  o n  t h e  female t e x t i l e  w o r k e r s  of L o w e l l ,  

M a s s a c h u s e t t s  p r i o r  t o  1 8 5 0 ) ,  stresses t h e  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  

k i n s h i p  n e t w o r k  i n  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  a n d  c o m m u n i t y ,  w h i l e  e x a m i n i n g  

t h e  l i n k  b e t w e e n  c o ~ m u n i t y  c o h e s i o n  a n d  l a b o u r  p r o t e s t ,  I n  

D u b l i n ' s  s t u d y ,  the h i g h l y  c o h e s i v e  n a t u r e  of t h e  w o r k f o r c e  

a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  

i n t e r e s t s ,  c o a l e s c i n g  i n  t h e  Ten-Hour  B o v e a e n t  a n d  s t r i k e  a c t i o n  

of t h e  1 8 4 0 s .  S i m i l a r l y  t h e  soc ia l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  Praser 

R i l l s  workers were c o n d u c i v e  t o  t h e  g r o w t h  of s h a r e d  i n t e r e s t s  

a n d  c o l l e c t i v e  i d e n t i t y .  When l i v i n g  a n d  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  

b e g a n  t o  de t e r io r a t e  i n  1930 ,  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  wh ich  wou ld  - 
f a c i l i t a t e  l a b o u r  p r o t e s t  u a s  f i r r l y  i n  p l a c e .  

A s  s h o w n  i n  C h a p t e r s  One a n d  Two, a s t r o n g  k i n s h i p  n e t w o r k  

is e v i d e n t  i n  b o t h  w o r k p l a c e  a n d  communi ty .  While social  
- ..- .- . - 

c o h e s i o n  may b e  s e e n  a s  b o t h  cause a n d  effect of a k i n s h i p  

n e t w o r k ,  t h e r e  is l i t t l e  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  w o r k e r  c c a i n u n i t y  o f  

Fraser t r i l l s / _ f l a i l , l a r d v i l & a  ms tightly k n i t ,  F a m i l y  t ies  i n  t h e  
/ 4 

c o m m u n i t y  were r e i n f o r c e d  b y  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o u t l i n e d  
f -  

i n  C h a p t e r  Two. L i v i n g  i n  close p r o x i m i t y ,  h e l p i n g  f r i e n d s  a n d  
CI -- 

r e l a t i v e s  t o  a d j u s t  t o  m i l l - u o r k ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  of Fraser B i l l s  . 
had n u m e r o u s  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  aeet, s h a r e  e x p e r i e n c e s  a n d  

d i s c u s s  c o n d i t i o n s  o n  t h e  job ,  w h i l e  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  l i n k s  are 

h i g h l y  n o t i c e a b l e  among t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  w o r k e r s ,  t h e y  

c e r t a i n l y  a re  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h i s  s i n g l e  e t h n i c  g r o u p - 3  --------- --------- 
= T h e  C h a i r a a n  o f  t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e ,  Harold P r i t c h e t t ,  
c c ~ a e n t e d  o f  t h e  C h i n e s e  w o r k e r s  a t  t h e  m i l l  before t h e  
s t r i k e ,  " t h e y  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a u n i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  were o r g a n i z e d  
n o n e t h e l e s ~ . ' ~  I n d i v i d u a l  i n j u r y  would b r i n g  a c o l l e c t i v e  



K i n s h i p  t ies ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  a n d  c o - r e s i d e n c e  were 

f e a t u r e s  of t h e  w o r k f o r c e  a s  a  whole,  

W h i l e  H a i l l a r d v i l l e  was n o t  a  company town i n  t h e  strict - - -  -- 

s e n s e  o f  t h e  word, F r a s e r  lfills most  c e r t a i n l y  was, a n d  t h e  
C-. 

m u n i c i p a l  l i n e  s e p a r a t i n g  them was o f  l i t t l e  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  

Hanagement  a n d  v o r k e r s  f o r m e d  two  d i s t i n c t  soc i a l  g r o u p s  e a r l y  
L 

i n  t h e  c o m u n i t y r s  h i s t o r y ,  T h e r e  is n o  e v i d e n c e  of a n y  
-... 

s p o n t a n t e o u s  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  them, a l t h o u g h  -- 
f r e q u e n t l y  m a n a g e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  l i v e d  i n  t h e  c o m a u n i t y ,  
-- 

A l t h o u g h  i t  say be t h a t  m a n a g e r s  a n d  f o r e m e n  f r e q u e n t e d  t h e  

s o c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s  o f  m i l l - w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e i r  f a n i l i e s ,  c e r t a i n l y  

t h e  r e v e r s e  is laost  u n l i k e l y -  No w o r k e r s *  narses a p p e a r  o n  t h e  

lists o f  t h o s e  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  m f i s h i n g  a n d  p i c n i c  e x c u r s i o n s w  

held i n  t h e  communi ty  8s e a r l y  years. 4 A l t h o u g h  f o r e m e n  j o i n e d  

m i l l  m a n a g e r s  f o r  " s o c i a l  e v e n i n g s n ,  o the r  m i l l w o r k e r s  d i d  n o t , s  

And v e r y  few of t h e  m i l l - w o r k e r s e  w i v e s  would  h a v e  h a d  t i a e  t o  

j o i n  t h e  F r a s e r  M i l l s  L a d i e s  A l p i n e  C l u b  f o r  h i k i n g  e x p e d i t i o n s ,  

e v e n  h a d  a n  i n v i h t i o n  b e e n  e x t e n d e d .  6 

T h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  had d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  o u t l e t s .  O f t e n  

c o o r d i n a t e d  by t h e  company o r  t h e  c h u r c h ,  the @en a n d  t h e i r  
?- 

fami l ies  g a t h e r e d  f o r  d a n c e s ,  b a l l  g a ~ e s ,  p i c n i c s  a n d  s p o r t s  
- - .-- 

e v e n t s ,  u A s  well, t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  n e i g h b o u r h o o d  t i e s  of  t h e  
----me--------- 

3 ( c o n t l  d) r e s p o n s e ,  P r i t c h e t t  i n t e r v i e w ,  O c t o b e r  2 3, 1981, 

* B r i t i s h  Colombian ,  J u l y  31, 1911, 

S I b i d . ,  A p r i l  2 ,  1907, 



m i l l v o r k e r s  a f f o r d e d  p l e n t y  o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  " s o c i a l  e v e n i n g s g w  

o f  t h e i r  own, 7 F r a t e r n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  Hodern  

Woodmen o f  America, p r i o r  t o  V o r l d  War I, a n d  t h e  L i b e r a l  

C a t h o l i c  F o r e s t e r s  A s s o c i a  t i o n ,  a f e u  y e a r s  la ter ,  c o u n t e d  

w o r k e r s  a t  F r a s e r  M i l l s  among t h e i r  membership,  8 S e r v i c e  a n d  
- -. - 

r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  K n i g h t s  of Columbus,  t h e  - -- . 

L e a g u e  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  H e a r t ,  l a  C o n f r e r i e  d u  T r e s  S a i n t  - 
S a c r e m e n t ,  and t h e  L a d i e s  o f  Ste, Anne were a l so  p a r t  of  t h e  

a s s o c i a t i o n a l  f r amework ,  a t  l eas t  f o r  t h e  C a t h o l i c  v o r k e r s ,  9 - 
' /  Thus, a l t h o u g h  m a n a g e r s  a n d  f o r e m e n  l i v e d  i n  t h e  same community,  .. 

s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e  was g r e a t ,  The v a s t  d i s c r e p a n c y  i n  wealth ---- - -- - - - - 

u n d e r l a y  t h e  s o c i a  1 r e l a  t i o n s h i p s  which d e v e l o p e d ,  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  
4- 

v h i c h  were e a s i l y  s e e n  i n  t h e  h i g h l y  i n s u l a r  community-  V i s i b l e  

s y m b o l s  o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  p o l a r i z a t i o n  c o u l d  be  f o u n d  

i n  t h e  l a r g e  g r a c i o u s  homes o f  t h e  m i l l  m a n a g e r s ,  some of which  

still s t a n d  t o d a y ,  

----------------- 
7 C a n n e l  i n t e r v i * ,  A u g u s t  64, 1981- 

8 R e c o r d s  v h i c h  would  a l l o w  a  s t u d y  of t h e  membersh ip  o f  t h e s e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s i m p l y  c a n n o t  b e  l o c a t e d ,  S e e  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Col_uab&g, 191 l-l9lU, f o r  a r e c o r d  of t h e  Hodern Woodlsen's 
s o c i a l  a f f a i r s ,  The  L i b e r a l  C a t h o l i c  F o r e s t e r s g  A s s o c i a t i o n  was 
a c t i v e  l a te r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  t w e n t i e s  a n d  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s ,  C a n u e l  
i n t e r v i e w ,  A u g u s t  1 4 ,  1981  a n d  H, P r i t c h e t t e s  b i o g r a p h i c a l  
s k e t c h  of Tom D o u g l a s  i n  t h e  R u n i c i p a l  H i s t o r y  S o c i e t y  
p u b l i c a t i o n ,  P o u r  Glorshig ,  llearbers of C o u n c i l  (Vancouver :  1980)  , 
p- 90, 

9 S,F.U,  A r c h i v e s ,  RG 91,  P a r i s h  R e c o r d s ,  Hotre Dame d e  L o u r d e s ,  
S c r a p b o o k s  a n d  P h o t o s ,  Annua l  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  Vancouver  
A r c h d i o c e s e ,  1931, See a l s o  P a t  h e r  T e c k e s  Notebook,  Noveaber  
1929  t o  D e c e ~ b e r  1934- T h i s  c o l l e c t i o n  is h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s  
S , P I U , ,  P a r i s h  R e c o r d s ,  Notre Dame Be L o u r d e s -  



~t Praser n i l l s ,  t h e  s o c i a l  c o h e s i v e n e s s  of t h e  w o r k i n g  

c l a s s  a l l o w e d  a c l e a r  e x p r e s s i o n  of c o l l e c t i v e  i d e n t i t y ,  To 

bor row a p h r a s e  f r o m  13- P- Thompson, communi ty  members p o o l e d  

r e s o u r c e s  a n d  H a r t i c u l a t e d  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s , "  

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  s t r i k e ,  The  b e h a v i o u r  of t h e  

m i l l w o r k e r s  p r e s u p F o s e s  c e r t a i n  v a l u e s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  i n d i c a t i v e  

o f  c o l l e c t i v e ,  n o t  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  i n t e r e s t s ,  If  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  

c o n t e x t ,  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e n t  can b e  e a s i l y  seen.  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
--- 

long s t r i k e  t h e  men a n d  women of t h e  c o a a o n i t y  worked t o g e t h e r  

t o  e n s u r e  t h e i r  m u t u a l  welfare, A l t h o u g h  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  t o o k  
-. 

t h e  l e a d ,  t h e  e n t i r e  community was i n v o l v e d  i n  b u i l d i n g  a 
L. 

s u p p o r t  s p s t e a ,  P o l a r i z a t i o n  o f  i n t e r e s t s  - w t h e  company 

u o u l d n ' t  g i v e  i n  a n d  t h e  men v o u l d n r t  g i v e  i n n l o -  c e m e n t e d  

w o r k i n g  c l a s s  b o n d s ,  

Numerous n e a s u r e s  were u n d e r t a k e n  to  e n s u r e  t h e  c o a a u n i t y e s  - 
s u r v i v a l .  A relief k i t c h e n ,  r u n  by  w i v e s  a n d  w o t h e r s  of 

s t r ikers ,  s u p p l i e d  meals t o  s i n g l e  men, T h e  s e c o n d  day o f  t h e  

s t r i k e ,  a relief c o m m i t t e e  was e l e c t e d  a t  a r a s s  m e e t i n g  t o  

b e g i n  t h e  t a s k  of k e e p i n g  t h e  k i t c h e n  o p e r a t i n g  a n d  t o  p r o v i d e  

f o o d  a n d  f u e l  t o  f a m i l i e s ,  T h e  relief committee i n c l u d e d  Elrany 

m r a b e r s  o f  t h e  S t r i k e  C o m a i t t e e ,  a s  well a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o n  

t h e  J a p a n e s e  a n d  C h i n e s e  c o n m n n i t i e s ,  A Bumming C o m m i t t e e  o f  

t h r e e  was d e s i g n a t e d  , w i t h  t w o  c e n t r e s  set up t o  r e c e i v e  

d o n a t i o n s ,  o n e  i n  n a i l l a r d v i l l e  a n d  o n e  a t  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

Unemployed Workinglnens A s s o c i a t i o n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  Gas town,  - -- -------------- 
1 o L a V e r d ~ r e  i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  25, 1972- 



w h i c h  a l s o  s e r v e d  a s  h e a d q u a r t e r s  f o r  t h e  union,  11 Food,  

d o n a t e d  b y  a v a r i e t y  o f  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s  a s  w e l l  a s  

by l oca l  m e r c h a n t s ,  b r o u g h t  relief t o  many f a m i l i e s ,  S k i l l s  a n d  

s e r v i c e s  were t r a d e d ,  Whether  p a r t i c u l a r  t a l e n t s  r a n  t o  

r e p a i r i n g  shoes, c u t t i n g  h a i r ,  k e e p i n g  wood s u p p l i e d ,  o r g a n i z i n g  

f u n  d - r a i s e r s  o r  s o l i c i t i n g  d o n a t i c n s  on t h e  street c o r n e r ,  t h e  

c o m a u n i t y  p i t c h e d  i n ,  
L" .- 

Women a s  well a s  men p l a y e d  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  

s e r v i c e s  a n d  morale, The Womenos L a b o u r  L e a g u e  c l a i m e d  a 

a e l n b e r s h i p  of n i n e t y ,  w a l l  i n  f a v o u r  of a good , l o n g  f i g h t , "  12 

Women, p r e d o t a i n a n t l y  b u t  n o t  e x c l u s i v e l y  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n ,  r a n  

t h e  rel ief  k i t c h e n  ( w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  two k i t c h e n  b o y s ) ,  

a d d r e s s e d  m e e t i n g s ,  o r g a n i z e d  p e t i t i o n s  i n  a i d  of t h e  a r r e s t e d  

men, a n d  s e r v e d  o n  t h e  bumming committees, T h e y  a l s o  a t t e n d e d  on 

t h e  p i c k e t  l i n e  a n d  d e a o n s t r a t e d ,  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  i n  

s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  s t r i k e r s ,  The  B r i t i s h  Colurnbian r e p o r t s  a  

d e n o n s t r a t i o n  h e l d  S e p t e e l b e ~  25 o u t s i d e  t h e  C o q u i t l a m  n a u n i c i p a l  

W h i l e  p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i c e  mounted g u a r d  o n  t h e  h a l l ,  a 
crowd g a t h e r e d  on the l awn ,  t h e  b o u l e v a r d  a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  
r o a d ,  Fifty c h i l d r e n  of s c h o o l  a g e ,  m a r c h i n g  t w o  
a b r e a s t ,  were b r o u g h t  f r o m  H i l l s i d e  s c h o o l ,  l e d  b y  a 
d e t e r m i n e d  l o o k i n g  l a d y  w i t h  a s t o u t  s t i c k ,  1 3  

T h i s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  would end p e a c e f u l l y ,  b u t  o n  o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s  

------------------ 
a x u n d a t e d  l e t t e r  f r o m  Arne J o h n s o n  t o  H y t r l e  B e r g r e n , ,  
T n t e r n a t i o n a l  Woodworkers o f  Amer ica ,  R e g i o n a l  C o u n c i l  1, 

l2ff i n u t e s  of t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e ,  O c t o b e r  1, 1931, 

1 J B f i t i s h  C o l u  a b i a n , S e p t e m b e r  25 ,  1931, 



women became i n v o l v e d  i n  d i r e c t  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  w i t h  p o l i c e ,  1 4  

T h e  women's s u p p o r t  was i n d i s p e n s i b l e  a n d  a  s t r o n g  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  
------- 
u n i t y ,  communi ty  o f  i n t e r e s t  a n d  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  

B a c k i n g  f o r  t h e  s t r i k e  came f r o m  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  a s  well, 

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h e  O r i e n t a l  w o r k e r s  n o t  o n l y  s a t  on t h e  

Relief C o r n n i t t e e ,  b u t  were i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s e c u r i n g  d o n a t i o n s ,  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  w e e k s  of t h e  s t r i k e  t h e  H i n u t e s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a 

" J a p a n e s e  Comrade was a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  Relief Commit tee  a l s o  a  

Hindu a n d  a  Chinaman, They were v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l ,  * 1s V e g e t a b l e s ,  - 
d o n a t e d  b y  t h e  J a p a n e s e  f a r m h a n d s  o f  fiammond a n n i c i p a l i  t y ,  

s t r e t c h e d  o u t  f o o d  s u p p l i e s ,  T h e  O r i e n t a l  workers a l s o  set up 

humming committees which e n a b l e d  t h e m  t o  make d i r e c t  c a s h  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  relief f u n d ,  

Relief f u n d s ,  which of ten r a n  d a n g e r o u s l y  low, were 

b o l s t e r e d  by s p o r t s  e v e n t s ,  c o n c e r t s  a n d  d a n c e s ,  a l l  o r g a n i z e d  

by  t h e  s t r i k e r s ,  An a m a t e u r  show t r o u p e  p e r f o r m e d  i n  a i d  of t h e  

men a n d  t h e i r  families, Some f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  c a a e  f ror  t h e  

N e w  W e s t m i n s t e r  T r a d e s  and  L a b o u r  C o u n c i l ,  a n d  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  - 
f i s h e r m e n  d o n a t e d  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  c a t c h  fo r  s t r i k e  rel ief ,  

R e s i d e n t s  of C o q u i t l a n  d o n a t e d  g e n e r o u s l y  t o  rumlaage sa les  h e l d  

t o  g e n e r a t e  s t r i k e  f u n d s ,  S o s e  t o o k  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  s o l i c i t i n g  

f u n d s  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  t h e y  d i d  n e t  work for t h e  C-I+-L.C. and 

- ----------------- 
* * C a n u e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  Augus t  14, 1981, See a l s o  H i n u t e s  of t h e  
S t r i k e  Commi t tee ,  O c t o b e r  18, 19 3 1. 

l s F ! i n u t e s  of t h e  S t r i k e  C o m e t t e e ,  O c t o b e r  10, 1931- 



h a d  n o  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Lo W.1- U- l a  T h e  money r a i s e d  s u f f i c e d  

t o  keep t h e  relief k i t c h e n  r u n n i n g  f o r  a m o n t h  a n d  a h a l f  u n t i l  

it f i n a l l y  c l o s e d  o n  November 5, a b o u t  two w e e k s  b e f o r e  t h e  

s t r i k e  ended .  T h r o u g h  e a r l y  Noveateber  almost two h u n d r e d  

f a m i l i e s  c o n t i n u e d  r e c e i v i n g  d i r e c t  relief s u p p l i e s  wh ich ,  w h i l e  

b a r e l y  a d e q u a t e ,  i m p r o v e d  a d e s p e r a t e  s i t u a t i o n ,  Hany o f  t h e  

f u n d - r a i s i n g  t e c h n i q u e s  first u s e d  d u r i n g  t h e  strike were 

e m p l o y e d  a g a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  e n s u i n g  D e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  

c o r a ~ u n i t y  r e s p o n s e  was a o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a n  i s o l a t e d  r e a c t i o n  to a 

s p e c i f i c  a n d  s h o r t - t e r a  s i t u a t i o n -  T h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who were 

i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  c o o r d i n a t i n g  rel ief  work continued t h e i r  

a c t i v i t i e s  for t h e  Unemployed  Movement i n  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s ,  1 7  

T h e  c o m a u n i t y  coped r e a a r k a b l y  well, b u t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  were 

s e v e r e .  One  f a m i l y  b e g a n  t h e  s t r i k e  w i t h  a c h e q u e  fo r  $65-00-  By 

c a r e f u l  managemen t  - " w e  h ad  t o  be c a r e f u l  ,.,Wend ea t  f i s h  o n c e  

i n  a w h i l e , , .  a n d  w e  g o t  a f e w  free  vegetable^,^ 1 8  - t h e y  made 

e n d s  meet, Y e t  n t h e r e  were a l o t  v h o  were worse o f f , "  a a o n g  

t h e i r  n e i g h b o u r s . 1 9  A n o t h e r  r e s i d e n t ,  who h a d  left t h e  m i l l ' s  

e a p l o y  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  s t r i k e  i n  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  wage c u t s ,  vas 

g r a n t e d  m u n i c i p a l  relief of s i x  d o l l a r s  p e r  week, By moving  t o  a  

smaller h o u s e  a n d  t a k i n g  odd jobs,  he  a n d  h i s  wife s c r a p e d  by 

---u------------ 

l a s u c h  i n s t a n c e s  are recorded t h r o u g h o u t  i n  t h e  H i n u t e s  of t h e  
S t r i k e  Comaittee. 

1 7 C a n u e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  A u g u s t  14, 1981, 

l e l a r u o u r e u x  i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  2 5 ,  1972. 

91  b id ,  



u n t i l  h e  was r e h i r e d  i n  1933 w i t h  a w a r n i n g  t o  " s t a y  o f f  t h e  

s o a p b o x , "  2 0  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  C o q u i t l a n  f l u n i c i p a l  C o u n c i l  c o u l d  n o t  e x t e n d  
- 

re l ie f  t o  t h e  s t r i k i n g  w o r k e r s ,  t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  moral 

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  company,  C o u n c i l l o r s  Tom 

D o u g l a s  a n d  TOIR A l l a r d  b o t h  u p h e l d  t h e  w o r k e r s '  p o s i t i o n .  2 1  

D e s p i t e  r e s i s t a n c e  from some members, s o m e  s u p p o r t  c a n e  from 

C o u n c i l  a f t e r  t h e  s t r i k e  ended .  T h e  C o u n c i l  a l located  t h i r t y  

d o l l a r s  a d a y  fo r  U t h e  re l ief  o f  P r a s e r  H i l l s  w o r k e r s  t o  a s s i s t  

f a a i l i e s  from s t r i k e  s e t t l e m e n t  t o  r e s u a p t i o n  of  operation^,^ 22 

shile t h e  s t r i k e  u a s  i n  p r o g r e s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o t  o n l y  were t h e  

c o u n c i l m e n l s  h a n d s  t i e d ,  b u t  R e e v e  R a c d o n a l d  t o o k  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  

p a r t  t h r o u g h o u t ,  T h e  s t r i k e r s  a n d  t h e i r  families were l a r g e l y  

t h r u s t  upon t h e i r  common r e s o u r c e s ,  

T h a t  t h e  w o r k e r  c o m m u n i t y  was w i l l i n g  t o  f i g h t  f o r  its 

i n t e r e s t s  was itself a p o l i t i c a l  s t a t e a e n t ,  Y e t  t h e r e  are 

f u r t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  of r a d i c a l i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  communi ty ,  

D u r i n g  the s t r i k e  t h e  p a r i s h  p r i e s t ,  F a t h e r  Teck ,  t r i e d  t o  

i n t e r v e n e  d i r e c t l y  t o  s e n d  t h e  s e n  b a c k  t o  work, In h i s  

e n d e a v o r s  t o  r ed i r ec t  h i s  s p i r i t u a l  charges, F a t h e r  T e c k  u s e d  a 

v a r i e t y  of tactics, I n  his S e p t e m b e r  28th s e r a t o n ,  h e  s p o k e  o u t  - ---------- ------- 
2 o L a v e r d u r e  i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  25, 1972, 

21Toa D o u g l a s ,  s h o t  i n  1933, is well remembered f o r  h i s  work  
d u r i n g  t h e  s t r i k e  a n d  l a t e r  among t h e  u n e m p l o y e d , H o t i v e  f o r  h i s  
m u r d e r  was n o t  c o n c l u s i v e l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  See H, P r i t c h e t t a s  
a r t i c le ,  HTon  D o u g l a s , "  i n  Your  Worship, H e s b e r s  of s o u n c i l -  

2 2 S I P , U ,  A r c h i v e s ,  N u n i c i p a l i t y  of C o q u i t l a m ,  C o u n c i l  H i n u t e s ,  
J a n u a r y  1930 - December ,  1936. 



a g a i n s t   communists a n d  r a d i c a l  r e o e n g e f f i  23 w h i l e  s e n d i n g  u p  a 

" p r i e r e  p o u r  l a  b o n n e  f i n "  t o  t h e  l a b o u r  d i s p u t e ,  2 4  T h i s  

c e n s u r e ,  w i d e l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a d e n o u n c e m e n t  of t h e  u n i o n ,  

c r e a t e d  t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e ,  N o n e t h e l e s s  t h e y  s t a y e d  

off t h e  j ob ,  F a t h e r  T e c k  t h e n  moved f r o m  g e n e r a l  c o n d e m n a t i o n s  

t o  s p e c i f i c  t h r e a t s ,  I f  t h e  a e n  d i d  n o t  s u r r e n d e r  t h e i r  u n i o n  

c a r d s  t h e y  w o u l d  n o t  r e c e i v e  a b s o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n a l ,  

f le rabers  o f  t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  p r i e s t  a t  a 

n e i g h b o u r i n g  p a r i s h ,  a n d  f o r  a time r e s i d e n t s  o f  F r a s e r  

E i l l s / M a i l l a r d v i l l e  a t t e n d e d  S u n d a y  mass i n  N e w  W e s t a i n s t e r ,  2 5  

T h e  p r i e s t  d i d  a c q u i r e  a few a n i o n  cards, w h i c h  e n d e d  u p  i n  

cow pany h a n d s ,  b u t  t h e  n u n  b e r s  were i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l .  

F a t h e r  T e c k  a l so  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  u n i o n  f r o m  renting t h e  

p a r i s h  h a l l  o n  most r e q u e s t e d  o c c a s i o n s ,  T h e  s t r i k e r s  h e l d  most 

of t h e i r  m e e t i n g s  i n  a h a l l  owned  by a F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  r e s i d e n t  

n o t  o n  good terms w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h ,  26 I n  b a r r i n g  t h e  s t r i k e r s  

f roaa the u s e  of t h e  p a r i s h  h a l l ,  F a t h e r  T e c k  was f o l l o w i n g  t h e  

d i r e c t i v e s  of a r c h b i s h o p  W- Duke of t h e  V a n c o u v e r  Diocese, The 

A r c h b i s h o p g  s a n  t i p a t h p  t o w a r d s  t h e  L, i f ,  I* U I  was p r e d i c t a b l e  

g i v e n  its a f f i l i a t i o n  to t h e  C o w ~ n n i s t  Party, T h e  Archbishop had  

b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i s t r e s s e d  by a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  c h u r c h  a p p e a r i n g  --- --------------- 
2 3 H i n a t e s  o f  t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e ,  S e p t e m b e r  28- 

**S ,P ,U ,  A r c h i v e s ,  P a r i s h  R e c o r d s ,  Hotre Dame d e  L o u r d e s ,  F a t h e r  
T e c k i s  N o t e b o o k ,  S e ~ t e m b e r  27, 1931- 

2 s C a n u e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  A u g u s t  14 a n d  18, 198 1. P r i t c h e t t  
i n t e r v i e w , O c t o h e r  23, 1981, 

2 6 C a n u e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  A u g u s t  18, 1 9 8 1 -  



i n  t h e  ~ e m p l o r r e d  w o r k e r .  H e  made h i s  p o s i t i o n  q u i t e  clear i n  

m e e t i n g s  w i t h  t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e .  2 7  F a t h e r  T e c k  p r o v e d  m o r e  

mal leable  t h a n  t h e  A r c h b i s h o p ,  e v e n t u a l l y  a l l o w i n g  some 

f u n d - r a i s i n g  e v e n t s ,  a l t h o u g h  never u n i o n  m e e t i n g s ,  t o  be held 

i n  t h e  p a r i s h  h a l l ,  P e r h a p s  t h i s  was b e c a u s e  h e  was closer t o  

t h e  s t r i k e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  A r c h b i s h o p  a n d  aware o f  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  a t  the m i l l ,  O r  p o s s i b l y  h e  realized t h a t  h e  r i s k e d  

l o s i n g  a n u a b e r  of h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s  if h e  p u s h e d  them too  far ,  

A s t o n i s h i n g l y ,  h i s  d a i l y  j o u r n a l s  make v i r t n a l l y  no m e n t i o n  

w h a t s o e v e r  of t h e  s t r i k e ,  

T h e  c o m m u n i t y ' s  r e s p o a s e  t o  t h e  c h o r c h l s  p o s i t i o n  was 

mixed ,  Hany were d e v o u t  C a t h o l i c s ,  Yet, the i r  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

s t r i k e  a c t i o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a a t e r i a l i s m  was a s t r o n g  p a r t  of 

t h e i r  v a l u e  s y s t e m ,  T h e  t e n s i o n s  b r o u g h t  f o r u a r d  by T e c k ' s  

p r o n o u n c e m e n t s  d i d  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  s p l i t  t h e  communi ty ,  T e c k  was a 

t h o r n  i n  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  s t r i k e  leaders,  b u t  h e  h a r d l y  commanded 

t h e  b l i n d  a l l e g i a n c e  h e  wou ld  h a v e  n e e d e d  to  b r e a k  t h e  s t r i k e .  
- 
When c o m p a r e d  t o  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s t r i k e s  i n  Q u e b e c ,  t h e  c h u r c h  

s h o w s  markedly less i n f l u e n c e ,  28  I n  Quebec t h e  c h u r c h l s  v o i c e  
- - 
was b r o u g h t  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  w o r k p l a c e  bp t h e  C a t h o l i c  

"sy n d i c a t s m ,  e f f e c t i v e  instruments of social c o n t r o l ,  I n  

f l a i l l a r d v i l l e / F r a s e r  H i l l s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  ties t o  t h e  c h u r c h  

---------------- 
2 7 P r i t c h e t t  i n t e r v i e w ,  October 23, 1981 ; C a n u e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  
A u g u s t  18, 1981; H i n u t e s  of t h e  S t r i k e  C o m m i t t e e ,  November 9, 
1931, 

+ a S e e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  A n d r e e  L e v e s q a e ,  q& cit , ,  o r  E v e l y n  Duaas, 
T h e  B i t t e r  * 30's Q u e b e c ,  i l o n t r e a l :  B l a c k  Rose Books,197U- - ---- --- 



r e m a i n e d  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  I n  1931, a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  
- 

C a n a d i a n s  i n  I l a i l l a r d v i l l e / F r a s e r  # i l l s  c o u l d  be f o u n d  i n  

r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  L e a g u e  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  H e a r t ,  

t .he  c o n f r a t e r n i t y  o f  t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r e m e n t  a n d  t h e  L a d i e s  of 

S t e ,  Anne, I n d e e d ,  t h e  C o n f r a t e r n i t y  of t h e  B l e s s e d  S a c r e m e n t  

had a  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  249,  i n  a p a r i s h  of  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  950, I n  

193 3, membersh ip  i n  r e l i g i o n s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  was still h igh ,  From 

t . h e  195 f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  p a r i s h ,  210 i n d i v i d u a l s  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  

League  of t h e  Blessed H e a r t  a n d  190 t o  t h e  C o n f r a t e r n i t y  of t h e  

B l e s s e d  Sacre raen t ,  T h a t  y e a r ,  F a t h e r  T e c k  r e ~ o r t e d  t o  t h e  

A r c h d i o c e s e  t h a t  o n l y  t h i r t y f i v e  a e a b e r s  of h i s  p a r i s h  h a d  

f a i l e d  t o  r e c e i v e  Easter  Colalaonion, t h a t  n o  p a r i s h i o n e r s  were 

b e i n g  a a r r i e d  by  c i v i l  a u t h o r i t y ,  a n d  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  
- 

r e l i g i o u s  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e m a i n e d  s t r o n g -  2 9  

Yet, a l t h o u g h  t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  w o r k e r s  a t  F r a s e r  Mills 

r e t a i n e d  aany of t h e  c u l t u r a l  structures b r o u g h t  from Q u e b e c  

( l a n g u a g e ,  r e l i g i o n  a n d  many of t h e  same s o c i e t a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ) ,  
- 

t h e  c u l t u r a l  s u b s t a n c e  had  begun  t o  c h a n g e ,  T h e i r  a d h e r e n c e  t o  

C a t h o l i c i s m  d i d  not d e t e r  t h e  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  w o r k e r s  o f  Praser 

B i l l s  f r o m  t a k i n g  m i l i t a n t  a c t i o n ,  30 T h e s e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  

--- ------------- 
29s ,F ,U,  A r c h i v e s ,  P a r i s h  R e c o r d s ,  R o t r e  Dame de L o u r d e s ,  
S  c r a p b o o k s  a n d  P h o t o s ,  

J o G r e g o r y  Baun p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  t h i r t i e s ,  C a t h o l i c s  
p r o t e s t e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  o r d e r  i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  ways- Some 
l e n t  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  to  t h e  C,C,P, A s  Bausl p u t s  it, t h e s e  
'*non-conf ormis t C a t h o l i c s , ,  , d e m o n s t r a t e d  d i v e r s i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  e v e n  i n  a  p e r i o d  when g r e a t  stress was p u t  on 
c o n f o r r a i t y . n  Gregory Baurtt, C a t h o l i c s  and C a n a d i a n  Socialisat 
[ T o r o n t o :  James Loriaer a n d  Company, 1980) , p, 8- 



were i n  t r a n s i t i o n ,  W h i l e  s t i l l  t i e d  t o  t h e  C h u r c h ,  t h e y  were 

u n d e r g o i n g  a r e a l i g n m e n t  of l o y a l t i e s  a n d  read  j u s t n e n t  of 
-- 

v a l u e s .  T h e  p r o c e s s  of a s s i ~ i l a t i o n ,  e x p o s u r e  t o  a w i d e r  frame 
- 
of r e f e r e n c e  a n d  d i v e r s e  v a l u e s  w i t h o u t  r e i n f o r c e m e n t  from t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l i s m  s t i l l  d e e p l y  e n t r e n c h e d  i n  Q u e b e c ,  e f f e c t e d  

c h a n g i n g  a t t i t u d e s ,  I n d e e d ,  b y  1 9 5 1 ,  less t h a n  h a l f  t h e  
-- 
f r a n c o p h o n e s  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l o m b i a  wou ld  e v e n  c o n s i d e r  F r e n c h  t o  

b e  t h e i r  m c t h e r  t o n g u e  a n d  o n l y  t w o - t h i r d s  would s t a t e  t h e i r  

r e l i g i o n  a s  Roman C a t h o l i c ,  3 1  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  

p r e s s u r e s  of a s s i m i l a t i o n ,  the F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s ,  p a r t i c a l a r l y  

t h e  s e c o n d - g e n e r a t i o n  a i l l w o r k e r s ,  f o u n d  a new c u l t u r a l  s o u r c e  

t o  be the m i l l  f l o o r ,  s e e i n g  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  f o r m e d  i n  t h e  

w o r k p l a c e  a s  e q u a l l y ,  o r  more ,  f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  t h e i r  l i v e s  t h a n  

t h o s e  d e v e l o p e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c h u r c h .  I n  t h e  m i d s t  of t h e i r  

c u l t u r a l  r e d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  a s s a u l t  o n  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g  

was t h e  c a t a l y s t  w h i c h  p r o m ~ t e d  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  t o  s t a r t  

t h i n k i n g  a n d  a c t i n g  a s  a class,  r a t h e r  t h a n  s i a p l y  a s  a p a r i s h .  

Flany of  t h e  s t r i k e  leaders d e v e l o p e d  a w e l l - d e f i n e d  class 

a n a l y s i s  a n d  v o i c e d  t h e i r  c r i t i q u e  of c a p i t a l i s m  i n  n o  u n c e r t a i n  

terms, e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  c h o s e  t o  d o w n p l a y  r e ~ o l u t i o n a r y  

i d e o l o g y ,  S o n e  of t h e m  became members  of t h e  C.P.C. a f t e r  t h e  

s t r i k e .  T h e  l o c a l  s e c t i o n  of t h e  CPC c l a i a e d  b e t w e e n  t h i r t y  a n d  

f o r t y  sembers, 32 i n c l u d i n g  s o a e  p r o m i n e n t  c o m m u n i t y  ------------------ 
3 l C o w l e y ,  H I n  t h e  Wake of t h e  V o y a g e u r ~ , ~  p, 175, 

J z C a n u e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  A u g u s t  18, 1981, P r i t c h e t t  i n t e r v i e w ,  
O c t o b e r  23,  1981,  O d d l y  e n o u g h ,  F a t h e r  T e c k 9 s  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  o f  
193 3 s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i r t y  f i v e  of h i s  p a r i s h i o n e r s  were f a i l i n g  t o  
o b s e r v e  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  d u t i e s ,  S,P,U, A r c h i v e s ,  P a r i s h  R e c o r d s ,  



f i g u r e s ,  33 T h e  u n e m p l o y e d  Bovement  e n j o y e d  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t  a s  

well, Y e t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  a s  a  w h o l e  s h o v e d  more s u p p o r t  f o r  

t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h e  I n d e p e n d e n t  L a b o u r  P a r t y  , 
a n d  l a t e r ,  t h e  C o o p e r a t i v e  Cornamonwealth F e d e r a t i o n  (C,C,F,) B o t h  

E r n i e  @ i n c h  a n d  D r ,  T e l f o r d ,  p r c r a i n e n t  i n  t h e  C,C,F,, w o r k e d  

with c o m u n i t y  members t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s h i f t  t o  the 

left, I n  f a c t  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  e n j o y e d  by t h e  L i b e r a l  
- 
P a r t y  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  was s h i f t e d  t o  t h e  C,C,F. 34 

T h e  nen a t  P r a s e r  m i l l s  s o u g h t  r e f o r m ,  #a b e t t e r i z i n g  of 

t h i n g s  f o r  t h e  w o r k i n g - c l a s s , "  a s  o n e  w o r k e r  p u t  it. 35 T h e y  

b e g a n  t o  t h i n k  w,,,well, t h e  company c a n  make so much money, why 

t h e  h e l l  c a n ' t  we g e t  a l i t t l e  o f  i t aW 36 T h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  

e x p r e s s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  Rap well h a v e  been t e a p e r e d  by b o t h  t h e  

c h u r c h  a n d  t h e  company-  F a t h e r  T e c k 8 s  c a m p a i g n  a g a i n s t  

n C o a m u n i s t s  a n d  r a d i c a l  r e v e n g e w  v e n t  o n  l o n g  a f t e r  t h e  s t r i k e  - --------------- 
3 2 ( c o n t 1 d ) N o t r e  Dame d e  L o u r d e s ,  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  
Diocese, 1933, 

3 3 C a n a e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  A u g u s t  18, 1981. P r i t c h e t t  i n t e r v i e w ,  
O c t o b e r  23,  1981. 

= * I n  t h e  1933 p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n  t h e  C.C.F. c a n d i d a t e  for  
Bewdney e l ec to ra l  d i s t r i c t  r e c e i v e d  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t ,  a l t h o u g h  h e  
was defeated,  B r i t i s h  Columbian ,Movember  3, 1933, 'fwo y e a r s  l a te r  
C, G, RacHeil, t h e  C.C,F, c a n d i d a t e  r u n n i n g  f e d e r a l l y  f o r  
V a n c o u v e r  N o r t h ,  w o n l d  b e  elected w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of t h e  v o t e r s  of 
F r a s e r  f ! I i l l s / H a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  g r i t i s h  C o l u s b i a & , O c t o b e r  15,1935, 
For a more d e t a i l e d  l o o k  a t  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n - e r a  v o t i n g  p a t t e r n s  
of t h e  t h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  o f  H a i l l a r d v i l l e / P r a s e r  R i l l s ,  see 
Stewart, a F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  S e t t l e m e n t ,  p, 143, 

JsDecaire i n t e r v i e w ,  J a n u a r y  12, 1972 

J G L a v e r d u r e  i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  25, 1972, 



h a d  e n d e d ,  While h e  c o u l d  n o t  b r e a k  t h e  workers* s o l i d a r i t y  

d u r i n g  t h e  s t r i k e ,  h e  c o u l d  i d e n t i f y  a n d  i s o l a t e  t h e  more 

r a d i c a l  of the p a r i s h ,  s u b j e c t i n g  t h e m  t o  c r i t ic i s@ a n d  

r i d i c u l e ,  3 7  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  a s  a l r e a d y  n o t e d  i n  C h a p t e r  T h r e e ,  t h e  

C,W,L,C, f i r e d  many of t h e  u n i o n  men i n  e a r l y  1932, T h u s  t h e  

most p o l i t i c a l l y  a s t u t e  of t h e  s t r i k e  l e a d e r s  saw t h e i r  l i n k  to  
.- 
t h e  w o r k e r s  s e v e r e d ,  Not o n l y  were t h e y  bar red  froat w o r k i n g  a t  

F r a s e r  Mills f o r  a  nuaber o f  y e a r s ,  but t h e  b l a c k l i s t  e x t e n d e d  

t o  n i l l s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Lower B a i n l a n d  a n d  V a n c o u v e r  I s l a n d ,  -- 
T h o s e  t h a t  were e v e n t u a l l y  r e h i r e d  f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  u n d e r  t h e  

w a t c h f u  1 e y e  of s u p e r v i s o r s ,  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  e x c h a n g e  s u m s  u p  t h e  

a n t a g o n i s m  b e t w e e n  u n i o n  men a n d  management:  e Y o u s r e  g o i n g  t o  be 

b y  y o u r s e l f  o n  t h e  j o b !  ,,,,,,,Well, d o n ' t  e x p e c t  n e  t o  o r g a n i z e  

t h e  sawdus t !@@3B 

T h e  p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  a t  P r a s e r  H i l l s  was 

t h u s  c o n d i t i o n e d  b y  a v a r i e t y  of fac tors ,  T h e  i n i t i a l  i m p e t u s  t o  

o r g a n i z e ,  d e r i v e d  f r o m  f a l l i n g  l a b o u r  s t a n d a r d s ,  was f a c i l i t a t e d  

by t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  c o h e s i o n  d e v e l o p e d  o v e r  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  T h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  were i n s t r u m e n t a l  

i n  c r e a t i n g  a n d / o r  a d a p t i n g  a s u p p o r t  s y s t e m  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  the 

e x i g e n c i e s  of t h e  s t r i k e .  This s u p p o r t  s y s t e m  f u n c t i o n e d  t h r o u g h  

t h e  s u s t a i n e d  e f f o r t s  of t h e  wide r  c o m a u n i t y  ; e t h n i c i t y  c rea ted  
- 

no  d i s c e r n i b l e  d i v i s i o n ,  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  s t r i k e  s e r v e d  t o  o v e r c o i n e  
-- 
e t h n i c  f r i c t i o n ,  T h i s  c o l l e c t i v e  r e s p o n s e  a n d  t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  -------------- 
J 7 C s n u e l  i n t e r v i e w ,  A u g u s t  34 a n d  1 8 ,  1981, 

3 e L a v e r d u r e  i n t e r v i e w ,  A p r i l  25, 1972- 



engendered by tbe s t r i k e  s e r v e d  t o  r a d i c a l i z e  t h e  c o a m u n i t y ,  

S o c i a l  p r o t e s t  d i d  n o t  e n d  v i t h  t h e  s t r i k e  s e t t l e m e n t  a n d ,  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t h i r t i e s ,  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  company c o n t i n u e d  

w c r k i n g  t o  h o l d  p r o t e s t  i n  check- Yet, a m i d s t  t h e s e  t e n s i o n s ,  

l a b o u r  p r o t e s t  c o n t i n u e d  q u i e t l y  b u t  p e r s i s t e n t l y ,  finding 

p o l i t i c a l  expression i n  t h e  Unemployed  Hovement  a n d  t h e  

w i d e s p r e a d  a d h e r e n c e  of t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  the d e m o c r a t i c  

s o c i a l i s m  of t h e  C.C,P, 



V L  Conc lus ion  

I n  this h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  1931 s t r i k e  a t  Fraser Mills, two 

t h e m e s  have b e e n  s t r e s s e d .  The c e n t r a l  t h e m e  c o n c e r n s  t h e  

i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of b o t h  w o r k f o r c e  

a n d  coaamunity,  w i t h  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  l a b o u r  

p r o t e s t  a t  F r a s e r  N i l l s  l i e s  t h e r e i n ,  A s e c o n d a r y  t h e m e  i m p l i c i t  

i n  t h i s  vork is t h e  a u t h o r ' s  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  l a b o u r  h i s t o r y  n u s t  

b e  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Ben a n d  SoBen who w o r k e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  of 

the i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h i c h  t h e y  c r e a t e d  a s  a c o l l e c t i v e .  T h u s  t h i s  

s t u d y  h a s  t r i e d  t o  r e c a p t u r e  a s e n s e  of t h e  quality o f  l i f e  

p r i o r  t o  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  s t r i k e ,  

T h e  1920s were l e a n  y e a r s  f o r  l a b o u r ,  a n d  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 s  

were e v e n  worse, Not u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  of t h e  d e c a d e ,  a n d  

t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  I n d u s t r i a l  

O r g a n i z a t i o n ( C ,  1.0.) , d i d  t h e  l a b o u r  aaovement b e g i n  t o  r e g a i n  

l o s t  g r o u n d ,  D u r i n g  t h e  first p e a r s  of the D e p r e s s i o n ,  the 

W o r k e r s '  U n i t y  L e a g u e  was t h e  o n l y  l a b o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o n  t h e  

Rove, Its o r g a n i z e r s  c o u l d  be f o u n d  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  l a i l l  s of 

Quebec ,  t h e  coal-f i e l d s  of A l b e r t a ,  t h e  g a r m e n t  factories of 

T o r o n t o  a n d  W i n n i p e g ,  and t h e  l u l a b e r  c a m p s  a n d  sawmills of 

B r i t i s h  C o l a i a b i a -  ( I n  fact, they c o u l d  e v e n  be f o u n d  oa t h e  g o l f  

courses of N o r t h  V a n c o u v e r ,  o r g a n i z i n g  c a d d i e s ! )  T h e  g a i n s  made 

f o r  t h e  working class by t h e  Workers* U n i t y  L e a g u e  a r e  o f t e n  

o v e r l o o k e d ,  p a l i n g  b e s i d e  the bloody tragedy of Estevan, a n d  



p e r h a p s  n o t  o v e r - r i d i n g  t h e  f r a t i c i d a l  s t r u g g l e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

l a b o u r  movement c a u s e d  b y  t h e  Communist  u n i o n i s t s ,  

T h e i r  c ~ n t r i b u t i o n ~ h o u e v e r ,  s h o u l d  n o t  be i g n o r e d ,  A s  h a s  

b e e n  shown, t h e  w o r k e r s  a t  F r a s e r  M i l l s  d i d  n o t  a c h i e v e  l a r g e  

wage i n c r e a s e s ,  t h e i r  u n i o n  was n o t  r e c o g n i z e d ,  a n d  many of t h e  

d e m a n d s  u e r e  n e v e r  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s i d e r e d -  Yet t h e  downward s p i r a l  

of  wages  s t o p p e d -  Community r e s i d e n t s  remember  t h a t  t h e  193 1 

s t r i k e  n o t  o n l y  i m p r o v e d  company p o l i c y  t o w a r d s  its w o r k f o r c e ,  

b u t  a l s o  b r o u g h t  a n  e n d  t o  what o n e  r e s i d e n t  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  .. 
i i n a t i o n a l i s m n ,  a n t a g o n i s m  b o r n  o f  e t h n i c  a n d  n a t i o n a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s -  T h e  C o a m u n i s t  l e a d e r s h i p ,  i n  r e a l i z i n g  t h e s e  g a i n s ,  

m u s t  be acknowledged .  

W h i l e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  R,U,L ,  a n d  C.P,C, 

d o u b t l e s s  h a d  B o r e  f a r - r e a c h i n g  o b j e c t i v e s ,  t h e  s t r i k e  u a s  

s u c c e s s f u l  f o r  them a s  well a s  f o r  t h e  workers .  As a t  

C o w a n s v i l l e  t h e  same y e a r ,  t h e  G,P,C,, h a d  made n o  s e c u r e  

i n r o a d s  among t h e  w o r k f o r c e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s t r i k e ,  The o r g a n i z e r s  

o f  t h e  W-U-L, a a d e  t h e  f i r s t  v i a b l e  c o n t a c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  

w o r k f o r c e  a n d  t h e  P a r t y ,  T h i s  t a c t i c  o f  i n f i l t r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  met 

w i t h  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  success, was u s e d  often by t h e  W.U.L. 

A d d r e s s i n g  p r a c t i c a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e o r e  t i c a l  i s s u e s ,  t h e y  u e r e  

m e t  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  by t h e  v o r k e r s ,  L a b o u r  u n r e s t  was a  f a c t  a t  

f r a s e r  Mills b e f o r e  t h e  Lumber W o r k e r s  I n d u s 2 r i a l  Union a p p e a r e d  

on t h e  s c e n e ,  b u t  i t  r e q u i r e d  a c o h e r e n t  o a t l e t - l  T h e  L , l - I I U ,  

p r e s e n t e d  t h e  Ben w i t h  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  c a p a b l e  of 

f o c u s s i n g  t h a t  u n r e s t ,  



T h e  Lumber W o r k e r s  I n d u s t r i a l  Union had  t r i e d  o r g a n i z i n g  

elsewhere w i t h  l i t t l e  success- T h e r e f  o r e  f e a t u r e s  i n t e r n a l  t o  

this p a r t i c u l a r  communi ty  a n d  w c r t f  o r c e  mus t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d ,  

P r a s e r  M i l l s / H a i l l a r d v i l l e  was s t i l l  somewhat  i s o l a t e d  

g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  i n  1931, d o s t  o f  t h o s e  who l i v e d  t h e r e  were 

w o r k i n g - c l a s s ,  and  m o s t  worked fo r  a  s i n g l e  e m p l o y e r -  The 

e m p l o y e e s  c a a e  i n t o  d a i l y  c o n t a c t  o n  t h e  job a s  w e l l  a s  o f f ,  I n  

a d d i t i o n  t o  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  

c o n t a c t ,  t h e  a i l l w o r k e r s  a n d  c o m a u n i t y  n e m b e r s  were l i n k e d  by a 

s t r o n g  k i n s h i p  n e t w o r k ,  The  F r e n c h - C a n a d i a n  c o a m u n i t y ,  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  was e x t r e m e l y  c o h e s i v e ,  U h i l e  t h e r e  i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  

e t h n i c  o r  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n  p l a y e d  a l a r g e  r o l e  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  it is e q u a l l y  clear t h a t  it d i d  n o t  g i v e  

rise t o  a l i e n a t i o n  among t h e  workers, T h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of 

v o r k e r s  were semi or u n s k i l l e d ,  e a r n i n g  s i m i l a r  w a g e s  w h i c h  were 

d e c l i n i n g  b i - m o n t h l y ,  T h e  men, m o s t l y  young a n d  i n a r r i e d  w i t h  

r o o t s  i n  t h e  communi ty ,  v e n t e d  t h e i r  f r u s t r a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  s t r i k e  

a c t i o n ,  The  n e t w o r k  b o r n  of r e s i d e n t i a l ,  f ami l ia l  a n d  class 

b o n d s  s u s t a i n e d  conmuna l  s u r v i v a l  d u r i n g  t h e  l o n g  strike- 

I n d e e d ,  u n i o n i z a t i o n  came r e l a t i v e l y  n a t u r a l l y  t o  t h e  w o r k e r s  a t  

Fraser B i l l s ,  I n  many ways t h e y  were a l r e a d y  o r g a n i z e d  by v i r t u e  

of t h e i r  a s s o c i a t i o n a l  ne twork.  

Had t h e  w o r k e r s  a t  F r a s e r  B i l l s  b e e n  n a t i o n a l l y  or 

e t h n i c a l l y  homogeneous ,  t h e  f e a t u r e s  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e  would s e r v e  

a s  c o n c l u s i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r i k e ' s  s u c c e s s ,  O f  c o a r s e  

they were n o t ,  as  has been  stressed t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  work, T h e i r  



b a c k g r o u n d s  v a r i e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  Yet t h i s  w o r k f o r c e  u a s  n o t  a 

t r a n s i e n t  g r o u p ,  f r a g  merited b y  c o n s t a n t l y  c h a n g i n g  c o m p o s i t i o n  

within e a c h  g r o u p ,  T h e r e  w a s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n t i n u i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  - 
c o m m u n i t y  a s  a whole ,  T h e  F r e n c h  C a n a d i a n s  were a p a r t i c u l a r l y  

s t a b l e  g r o u p  who r e m a i n e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t  o f  t h e  
.. -- 

w o r k f o r c e  f r o m  1909 u n t i l  well p a s t  t h e  s t r i k e .  T h e i r  p r e s e n c e  
-. 

d i d  n o t  d i m i n i s h  b u t ,  i n  f a c t ,  i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  t h e  p e r i o d  u n d e r  

s t u d y ,  Soae of t h e  Den h a d  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  by t h e  C a n a d i a n  W e s t e r n  

Lumber Company f o r  t w e n t y  years; almost f o r t y  p e r c e n t  h a d  w o r k e d  

a t  F r a s e r  B i l l s  for a t  l e a s t  e l e v e n  y e a r s .  

O t h e r  s e c t o r s  of the w o r k f o r c e  a r e  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  

a n a l y z e ,  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  O r i e n t a l  l a b o u r e r s  a n d  East  I n d i a n s  

r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  p a y r o l l  off ice ,  We d o  know 

t h a t  i ~ ~ i g r a t i o e  h a d  been s h a r p l y  c u r t a i l e d  a f t e r  1909, p e t  

e v i d e n c e  c a n  be f o u n d  of a c o n t i n u o u s  J a p a n e s e ,  C h i n e s e  a n d  E a s t  

I n d i a n  c o m m u n i t y  a t  F r a s e r  R i l l s  b e t w e e n  1911 a n d  1931, The 

n o n - C a u c a s i a n  w o r k e r s  e m p l o y e d  i n  1931 may h a v e  h a d  a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  e m p l o y m e n t  h i s t o r y  a t  P r a s e r  tlills. C e r t a i n l y  t h e  

same l a b o u r  c o n t r a c t o r s  h a d  b e e n  a t  P r a s e r  H i l l s  f o r  some y e a r s  

a n d  many of t h e  saae  names  a p p e a r  o n  t h e  1911, 1920 a n d  1931 

p a y r o l l s .  T h r o u g h  t h e  t w e n t i e s ,  some of t h e  men mere j o i n e d  by 

t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  i n t e c t i o n s  o f  mak ing  C a n a d a  a 

p e r m a n e n t  home, T h i s  p r e s u p p o s e s  some c h a n g e  of a t t i t u d e ,  an 

a c c e p t a n c e  o f  l i f e  i n  an i n d u s t r i a l  e n v i r o n a e n t  a n d  a s h i f t i n g  ------------- ----- 
1 T h e  a b s e n c e  of c o m p l e t e  p e r s o n n e l  files b e f o r e  1921 s a k e s  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of the a i l l g s  e a r l y  e a p l o y e e s  e x t r e e e l l  
d i f f i c u l t .  O f t e n  t h e  p a y r o l l  r e c o r d s  s h o w  o n l y  a l a s t  name a n d  
i n i t i a l ,  



c u l t u r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  

T h e  E n g l i s h  C a n a d i a n  and B r i t i s h - b o r n  were a l s o  a  

r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  l o t ,  While atany l i v e d  i n  blew W e s t m i n s t e r  

rat h e r  t h a n  Fraser  J i l l s / X a i l l a r d v i l l e ,  a s i z e a b l e  p e r c e n t a g e  

h a d  worked a t  t h e  m i l l  f o r  o v e r  f i v e  y e a r s ,  I n  f a c t  t h e  

B r i t i s h - b o r n  h a d  v e r y  l e n g t h y  e a p l o y m e n  t h i s t o r i e s  a t  F r a s e r  

Mills, I n  a d d i t i o n ,  many o f  t h e  N o r w e g i a n s  a n d  S w e d i s h  had 

worked a t  Fraser  Mills f o r  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  y e a r s , a l t h o u g h  t h e  

F i n n i s h  v e r e  n e w c o e e r s ,  T h e  w o r k f o r c e  was t h u s  p e r s i s t e n t  enough  

t o  h a v e  a l l o w e d  c o m a u n i t y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d ,  

While t h e  w o r k f o r c e  was i n d e e d  h e t e r o g e n e o u s ,  C h a p t e r  Two 

h a s  shown t h a t  t h e y  v e r e  n o t  s e g r e g a t e d  o n  t h e  job, To soae 

e x t e n t  t h e r e  may h a v e  been  l i a i t s  t o  communi ty  i n t e r a c t i o n  a s  

famil ies  o f  d i f f e r e n t  b a c k g r o u n d  b e l o n g e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t  churches 

a n d  soc i a l  c l u b s ,  a n d  s p o k e  d i f f e r e n t  l a n g u a g e s ,  b u t  on t h e  mill 

f l o o r  men worked t o g e t h e r ,  A c e r t a i n  c o m m o n a l i t y  grew o u t  of t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  e n v i r o n a e n  t a n d  a l l o w e d  b o n d s  b o r n  of class r e l a t i o n s  

t o  d e v e l o p ,  P h i l e  t h e r e  is n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  o r  e t h n i c  

b o u n d a r i e s  were p o r o u s ,  n e i t h e r  is t h e r e  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  

t h a t  p e o p l e  c o u l d  n o t  s p e a k  a c r o s s  t h e n , l i n g u i s t i c  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ,  H a t i o n a l / e t h n i c  a f f i l i a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  p r e c l u d e  a 

c o n s c i o u s  d e c i s i o n  t o  r e n d e r  a u t u a l  a s s i s t a n c e  fo r  t h e  c o a a o n  

good, A t  F r a s e r  H i l l s  p r e c i s e l y  s n c h  a d e c i s i o n  was t a k e n ,  It is - 
A 

d o u b t f u l  t h a t  t h e  s t r i k e  c o u l d  have s u c c e e d e d  had  
-. 

n a t  i o n a l f e t h n i c  d i v i s i o n s  not been p u s h e d  a s i d e ,  



It h a s  b e e n  s t a t e d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t e x t  t h a t  

t h e  s t r i k e  h a s  some s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  a n n a l s  o f  l a b o u r  

h i s t o r y ,  Its s i g n i f i c a n c e  is two- fo ld -  F i r s t l y ,  i t  s h o w s  t h e  
-- 
r e s p o n s e  of a  s e g m e n t  of t h e  work ing  class t o  t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  of 

i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m  d u r i n g  a p e r i o d  o f  e c o n o m i c  d e p r e s s i o n .  It 

is  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  a c t i o n  by t b e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  a n d  of r e a c t i o n  b y  

t h e  r e p r e s s i v e  f o r c e s  o f  c a p i t a l ,  s t a t e  a n d  c h u r c h ,  Thns a s t u d y  

o f  t h e  s t r i k e  h a s  a f f o r d e d  a  l o o k  a t  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  on a 

microcosmic s c a l e ,  B u t  t h e  1931 o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  men a t  

F r a s e r  n i l l s  is a l s o  p a r t  o f  t h e  wider h i s t o r y  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  

i n  t h e  l u m b e r  i n d u s t r y ,  Uhen s e e n  i n  c o n t e x t ,  a s  t h e  f i rst  

s t r i k e  i n  a B - C .  sawmill t o  d e r i v e  s u p p o r t  f rom a n  i n d u s t r i a l  

r a t h e r  t h a n  c r a f t  b a s e  - s u p p o r t  which  e n a b l e d  t h e  nen  t o  wrench 

c o n c e s s i o n s  f r o n  t h e  e ~ p l o y e r  - t h e  s t r i k e  was c l e a r l y  a s t e p  

f o r w a r d  f o r  l a b o u r  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia ,  The 1931 P r a s e r  H i l l s  

s t r i k e  would  b e  f o l l o w e d  by f u r t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  which 

s i g n a l l e d  t h a t  LI R . 1 ,  U, o r g a n i z e r  Ton B r a d l e y i s  p r e d i c t i o n  o f  

ind us  tr y - v i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  would b e  f u l f i l l e d ,  I n many ways t h e  

1 9 3 1  P r a s e r  H i l l s  s t r i k e  r e k i n d l e d  u n i o n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  b o o s t  t o  u n i o n i z a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  was p r i m a r i l y  

f u n c t i o n a l  r a ther  t h a n  s t r u c t u r a l ,  Not o n l y  d i d  it p r o v e  t h a t  
/ - 

t h e  o n i o n  p r o v i d e d  a n  e f f e c t i v e  v e h i c l e  f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  

c o l l e c t i v e  i n t e r e s t s ,  i t  p r o v i d e d  men with e a r l y  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e ,  H a r o l d  P r i t c h e t  t, f o r  e x a m p l e ,  would become t h e  

f o u n d i n g  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Woodworkers of America 

j u s t  s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  



Much work  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  d o n e  o n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a * ~  l a b o u r  

h i s t o r y .  T h e  s t u d y  of t h e  v o r k f  o r c e  a t  P r a s e r  B i l l s  i t se l f  c o u l d  

b e  c a r r i e d  t h r o u g h  the 1930s a n d  1940s when u n i o n  g a i n s  w o u l d  b e  

f i n a l l y  c o n s o l i d a t e d ,  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  is i n  g r e a t  p a r t  a 

p r o v i n c e  of company  t o w n s ,  a n d  f u r t h e r  s t u d i e s  s imi la r  t o  t h i s  

one would allow a c o a p a r a t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e  c u r r e n t l y  n o t  

p o s s i b l e ,  Y e t  t h e s e  are only two s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  forther 

r e s e a r c h ,  b o t h  d i r e c t l y  l i n k e d  to  t h i s  s t u d y .  In British 

c o l u a b i a  w o r k i n g - c l a s s  h i s t o r y  c o u l d  be r i c h l y  d e t a i l e d  a n d  

p r e s e r v e d ,  H i s t o r i a n s  m u s t  u n d e r t a k e  this r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  
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