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ABSTRACT 

T h i s  t h e s i s  u n d e r t a k e s  a c r i t i c a l  examina t ion  of the c u r r e n t  

d i s c a u r s e  on pornography,  f t  examines  t h e  major t h e o r e t i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e s  which can  b e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  l i b e r a l ,  

f  e m i  n i  st, and mar x i  st / s a c  i a1  i st f emi n i  st. The t h e s i  s a 1  so 

c o n s i d e r s  t h e  r i c h l y  t e x t u r e d  d e b a t e  w i t h i n  each of t h e s e  g e n e r a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e s .  The main concern  of t h e  t h e s i s  is to  e v a l u a t e  

s t r e n g t h s  and weaknesses  of t h e s e  v a r i o u s  a n a l y s e s  of 

pornography. T h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  ia  gu ided  by f i v e  c r i t e r i a  which 

arise a s  c e n t r a l  i s s u e s  from t h e  l i t e r a t u r e :  1 )  whether  or n o t  a 

d e f i n i t i o n  of pornography is prov ided ,  and t h e  adequacy o f  t h e  

d e f i n i t i o n ;  25 t h e  manner i n  which s e x u a l i t y  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d ;  

3) t h e  way i n  which 'harm' is d e f i n e d ;  41 the t y p e  and q u a l i t y  

of  r e s e a r c h ,  i f  any,  which is, used t o  s u p p o r t  a rguments ;  and 

5 )  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  change which a r e  advanced. T h i s  

c r i t i c a l  examinat  i o n  r e v e a l s  under l y i n g  a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  on s e x u a l i t y ,  t h e  o b l i g a t i o n s  o f  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  s o c i e t y ,  gender r e l a t i o n s ,  and t h e  ro le  o f  t h e  

S t a t e .  

T h i s  t h e s i s  c o n s i d e r s  a wide r a n g e  of p u b l i s h e d  and 

unpubl i s h e d  p o s i t  i o n  and d i s c u s s i o n  p a p e r s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  

s c  i e n t  i f i c  r eseav. c h  g e n e r a t e d  by t )re t w o  i mpur t a n t  guver  nment 

ccmrnissions a p p o i n t e d  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  (13705 and Canada 

(1983) t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s o c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s i  of  pornography. 



This; t h e s i s  l o o k s  at  works t h a t  a r c  wide ly  c i t e d  and r e p r i n t e d ,  

as w e l l  as  w o r k s  t h a t  are less w e l l  known, b u t  a i d  i n  t h e  

a r t i c u l a t i o n  uf d i s t i n c t  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s .  

The t h e s i s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  m o s t  a n a l y s e s  of pornography 

a r e  inadequa te .  Some of t h e  a n a l y s e s  c o n s i d e r e d  a r e  gender-  

b l i n d ,  a t h e r s  d o  n o t  acknowledge t h e  s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  

s e x u a l i t y ,  and rmat i g n o r e  t h e  economic c o n t e x t  i n  which t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n  of pornugraphy t a k e s  p l a c e .  I t  is argued  t h a t  t o  

advance  our u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  pornography t h e s e  i s s u e s  must b e  

addressed .  
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To u n d e r s t a n d  pornography from a s o c i o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  

i t  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  p l a c e  i t  w i t h i n  a h i s t o r i c a l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  

c o n t e x t .  While  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  pornography and c h a n g e s  i n  

c o n t e n t  have  i n c r e a s e d  d r  amat i c a l  1 y s i n c e  War l d  ldav I I ,  s o c i a l  ogy 

h a s  n o t  developed a s y s t e m a t i c  body of  argument and r e s e a r c h  t o  

e x p l a i n  t h i  s phenorttencm. The pwohl ern of pow nogr aphy h a s  r eac  hed 

p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  b o t h  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  and Canada r e s u l t i n g  

i n  guver nment commissions t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  pr  o b l  apt. Those 

comroi s s i o n s  CU. S. Commission on O b x e n i  t y  and Pornography i i * W O l  

and t h e  S p e c i a l  Cornmi ttee on Pornography and P r o s t i t u t i c w t  (1383) 

i n  Canada) w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  t o  s o l v e  t h e  problem of porncqraphy,  

i n s t e a d  t h e y  added t o  t h e  ccwttroversy. With t h e  grcwth  of  t h e  

women ' s movement, q u e s t  i o n s  about  por  nogr aphy bec ame p a r t  i c u l  ar 1  y  

c o n t e n t i o u s .  The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of pornography h a s  been r e c o g n i z e d  

by a wide r a n g e  o f  commentators.  Y e t ,  t h e r e  have  been v e r y  f e w  

a t  t errtpts t o  group t h e s e  comment a t  cars and p r e s e n t  a n  o v s r v i  e w  o f  

t h e i r  arguments .  

T h i s  t h e s i s  w i l l  examine t h e  c u r r e n t  d e b a t e  s u r r o u n d i n g  

pornography.  I w i  11 b e  f o c u s i n g  on t h e  c o n s e r v a t  iv*, 1 i b e r a l  , 
f e m i n i s t ,  and mar x i s t  / soc  i a1  i st fewti n i  st p e r s p e c t i v e s  on pornag- 

raphy.  I w i l l  examine t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  b a s i s  of f i v e  

impor tan t  c r i t e r i a :  1) whether a  d e f i n i t i o n  of pornography is 

prov ided ,  and t h e  adequacy o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n ;  2) t h e  manner i n  

which s e x u a l i t y  is c h a r a c t e r i r e d ;  3) t h e  way i n  which vharmp is 



d e f i n e d ;  4 )  t h e  t y p e  and q u a l i t y  of r e s e a r c h ,  i f  any,  which is 

used  t o  s u p p o r t  arguments;  and 53 an e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  p r e s c r i p -  

t i o n s  f o r  change which a r e  advanced. These f i v e  c r i t e r i a  emerge 

from t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  as c e n t r a l  i s s u e s .  The problem w i t h  d e f i n i -  

t il:.m is important: b e c a u s e  w i  t h o u t  soree d e g r e e  of c o n s e n s u s  a s  t o  

a d e f i n i t i o n  uf pornography s e r i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  is 

prec luded .  F u r t h e r ,  r e s e a r c h  which employs d i  f  f e r e n t  t e rmino logy  

t o  d e s c r i b e  s e x u a l  m a t e r i a l s  used i n  c l i n i c a l  experirfients is 

d i  f  f  i c u l  t t o  compare and e v a l u a t e ;  whether s t r o n g  c o n c l u s i  on5 c a n  

b e  drawn f r m  such  p r o b l e m a t i c  r e s e a r c h  is dubious .  The manner 

i n  which s e x u a l i t y  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d ,  t h e  v a l u e s  t h a t  a r c  or are  

n o t  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t ,  f o r m  t h o  c o r e  o f  each p o s i t i o n ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  

on pornography and i s  t h e  key f a c t o r  from which t h e i r  p r e s c r i p -  

t i o n s  f l o w .  The concep t  of harm is impor tan t  because ,  fu l lowing  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of  John S t u a r t  M i l l ,  harm is p u t  forward by 

l i b e r a l s  as  t h e  u l t i m a t e  test f o r  whether o r  n o t  m a t e r i a l  can  b e  

r i g h t  f u l l y  suppressed .  L i t t l e  agreement e x i s t s  among t h e  

s p e a k e r s  from t h e  v a r i o u s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  as t o  what c o n s t i t u t e s  

h a r  r~ i .  Those comment a t  or s who pr  aduce  r e s e a r  c  h  on pornography a s  

e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c o n t e n t i c m s ,  e. g. Berger  C1•‹~77), 

g e n e r a l  l y  p r e s e n t  5% r a n g e r  and m o r  e convi  n c i  ng w r  gument s, depend- 

i n g  a n  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  t h e  r e s e a r c h ,  t h a n  t h o s e  who r e l y  l a r g e l y  

o n  impassioned r h e t o r i c  and r e 1  ig ic tus  n a t i o n s  of  t h e  s a n c t i t y  of 

s e x u a l i t y  w i t h i n  marr iage .  L a s t ,  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  which a r e  

recommended, i f  adop ted ,  c o u l d  have  f a r - r e a c h i n g  e f f e c t s  a n  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g u a r a n t e e s  t o  free speech and on s e x u a l  e x p r e s s i o n  



i n  g e n e r a l .  

T h i s  t h e s i s  w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  pornography cannot  b e  examined 

i n  i s o l a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  material c o n d i t i o n s  i n  which i t  endures .  

Pornography d o e s  no t  e x i s t  i n  a  vacuum and t h e  imagery and t h e  

i n d u s t r y  a r e  shaped by t h e  p r e v a i  1 i n g  s a c  i a1  and economic 

c o n t e x t .  Also,  t o  p r o v i d e  a % a t i s f a c t o r y  e x p l a n a t i o n  of  parnug- 

r aphy ,  one  canno t  i g n o r e  q u e s t i o n s  of gender and r a c e .  F i n a l l y ,  

a c o n v i n c i n g  t r e a t m e n t  o f  por nography must acknowl e d g e  t h e  soci a 1  

c o n s t r u c t i ~ n  af s e x u a l i t y .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  I  w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  none of  

t h e  p o s i t i o n s  t a k e n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  pornography are s a t i s f a c t u r y -  

However, t h e  s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  h a s  promise ,  a 1  though 

i t  is not  wi thou t  problemsi. I n  t h e  f i n a l  c h a p t e r  of t h i s  t h e s i s  I 

w i  11 s u g g e s t  how pornography and t h e  pornography i n d u s t r y  might 

b e  examined w i t h i n  a  model o f  s e x u a l  p o l i t i c s  advanced by Weir 

( 1987:) -- a s o c  i a1  i st f e m i n i s t .  

A% I  have  s t a t e d ,  t h e  c o n t e n t  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  of pcwnog- 

raphy  h a s  changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s i n c e  World War 11. These 

changes  have  caused  a g r e a t  d e a l  of  p u b l i c  concern  b o t h  i n  Canada 

and t h e  U.3. I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  such  concern ,  governments  have  been 

f a r c e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p u s s i b l e  impact of pc~rnoguaphy and t h e  

l e g a l  measures which shou ld  b e  t a k e n  t o  d e a l  w i t h  i t .  The 1970 

P r e s i d e n t  'a Commission an Obscen i ty  and Pornctgraphy i n  t h e  Uni ted  

S t a t e s  ( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  1970 Pornography Commis- 

s i o n )  is t h e  most w e l l  known government cammission. T h i s  

Commission set o u t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c c ~ n n e c t  i o n  between pornog- 

r aphy and a n t  i -sac i a1 a t  t i t  u d e s  and behavi  our .  The Cornmi ssi on 



c cmc 1 uded t h a t  pcw nogr aphy was no t  harmful  , r  ecsrnrnendi ng a 

r e l a x a t i o n  a f  c o n t r o l s  on pornography,  

Seven y e a r s  a f t e r  t h i s  i rqmr t a n t  Comrwissi on reached  i t s cun- 

c l u s i c m ,  t h e  purnugraphy i n d u s t r y  w a s  e s t i m a t e d  t u  b e  a four 

b i l l  i o n  dcrl lar  a  year  b u s i n e s s  -- more p r o f i t a b l e  t h a n  t h e  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  f i l m  and r e c o r d  i n d u s t r i e s  combined (Sch ipper ,  19801 

-- arrd w i t h  more e s t a b l i s h e d  t a d u l t  b o o k s t o r e s y  t h a n  t h e r e  a r e  

McDonald9s r e s t a u r a n t s . '  According t o  G l o r i a  Leonard, p u b l i s h e r  

o f  t h e  s o f t - c o r e  magazine l-l-lq~-iiq~Lgty i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  

t h e r e  were, a s  of 1980, 165 h e t e r o s e x u a l  s o f t - c a r e  magazines 

a v a i l  a b l e ,  12  so€ t - c a r e  homosexuaI magazines,  200 magazines  

c a t e r i n g  t o  t h e  hard-core  h e t e r o s e x u a l  market , and 50 hard-core  

humosexual magaz i n e s  . 2 

Combined c i r c u l a t i o n  f i g u r e a  fcw pornograph ic  magazines l i k e  

F'Lpybpy and e q q t b p ~ ~ e  exceed t h a t  uf I h ~ g - a n d  hlqys_w_q&. 3 

Although Canadian domes t i c  p r o d u c t i n n  of pornography is s m a l l  

campared t o  t h a t  of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  t h e  i n d u s t r y  a p p e a r s  tci b e  

growing. The e s t i m a t e d  annual  t a k e  is s a i d  t o  b e  KW>, 000,000. 4 

The d e g r e e  of v i o l e n c e  i n  pcwtwgrsphic magazi n s s  h a s  a lso i n -  

c r e a s e d ,  e spec  i a 1  1 y i n t s s f  t - c a r  ep  magazines 1 i k c  e l g y b ~ y ,  

(Ma1 amuth and S p i n n e r ,  19801. Recent t e c h n o l u g i  c a l  i n n o v a t  i o n  

h a s  produced v i d e o  and c a b l e  t *l e v i s i o n  parnogr  aphy which enabl  es 

v i e w e r s  t o  watch t h i < ~  t y p e  of m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  p r i v a c y  of t h e i r  

Canadap 5 exper  i cutce w i t h  porrwgr aphy h a s  no t  pa ra1  lell ed 

t h a t  c ~ f  t h e  U.S. Canada g e t s  90% of its pnrnography f r o m  t h e  

U.S., v e r y  l i t t l e  domest ic  p r o d u c t i o n  is t a k i n g  p l a c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
4 



t h e  Canadian S t a t e  h a s  r e l i e d  on Customs r e g u l a t i o n s  and rev iew 

b o a r d s  i n  an  a t t e rc~p t  tcl monitor  and s t e m  the f lood  of porno- 

g r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  E v e n t u a l l y ,  due  to  p r e s s u r e s  

from t h e  Canadian pub1 i c ,  t h e  S p e c i a l  Cornmi t t ee  on Pornography 

and P r o s t i t u t i o n  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  i n  1983 to a s c e r t a i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

i n  Canada wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  pcwnography and recommend l e g a l  reform. 

Rather  t h a n  t r y i n g  t o  r e a c h  one c o n c l u s i o n  about  pornagv aphy, 

1 i k c  t h e  1470 Pcwnography @ o m m i  ssi ~ m ,  t h e  F r a s e r  Cummi t t ee  ganar-  

a t e d  49 recummendat i o n s  f a r  l e g a l  r  eforrn. The Cctmmi t teeFs 

s p e c i  f i c  recommendat i o n s  f o r  a t h r e e - t  i e r a d  sys tem of porna- 

g r a p h i c  mater i a1  open t o  p r o s e c u t  i o n  w i  11 b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  Chapter  

I I. 

The growth i n  t h e  pornography i n d u s t r y  i n  North America, t h e  

wider a c c e s s i b i  1 i t y  of pornography,  t h e  changes  i n  c o n t e n t  

Cespec i a1  1 y c o e r c  i v e  themes)  have  e x a c e r b a t e d  a n  a1 r e a d y  s t a n d i n g  

c a n t r o v e r s y  between c o n a e r v a t  i v e s  and 1 i b e r a l s  over  s u p p r e s s i o n  

of g'ornography. The e n t r a n c e  of f e m i n i s t s  i n t o  t h e  d e b a t e  h a s  

been a v e r y  s i g n i  f  i c a n t  t h e o r e t i c a l  and po l  i t i c a l  development 

s i n c e  1970. F e m i n i s t s  i n s i s t  t h a t  pornography is about  male 

power n o t  s e x .  

Even t haugh t h e  pornography c o n t r o v e r s y  h a s  a c c e l e r a t e d  and 

h a s  become a h i g h  p r o f i l e  s o c i a l  problem, s o c i o l o g y  h a s  n o t  

developed a s y s t e m a t i c  body of argument and r e s e a r c h  t o  e x p l a i n  

t h i s  phenomenon. One cannot  t u r n  t o  a s o c i a l o g y  of pornography u r  

a s o c i o l o g y  o f  s e x  w i t h  e t r e a t m e n t  o f  pornography f o r  a n  over-  



view of commentary and r e s e a r c h . 1  Pu l sky  f1967),  w r i t i n g  i n  t h e  

a r e a  of the s o c i o l o g y  of  d e v i a n c e ,  acknowledges t h e  a b s e n c e  of a 

soc icdogy  of psrnugraphy.  W e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  phenomena b e  s e e n  

s i m i l a r  t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n  as a mechanism f o r  " d i s c h a r g i n g  a n t i -  

s o c i a l  s e x ;  i ropersanal  and nun-mar i t a l  " C188). Po l sky  m a i n t a i n s  

t h a t  h i s  b r i e f  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  s u b J e c t  is s i r r q l y  t o  a l e r t  t h e  

d i s c i p l i n e  t o  t h e  " r u b b i s h y  s o c i o l o g i z i n g  about  pornography"C202) 

i n  t h e  c ~ b s e r v a t i o n s  of l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s  and c u l t u r a l  h i s t o r i a n s  

and t o  s u g g e s t  a g e n e r a l  framewar k w i t h i n  which pornography might 

b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  Po l sky  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  have 

g e n e r a t e d  much i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  t o p i c .  The o n l y  t h e o r e t i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e  w i t h i n  s s c i ~ ~ l u g y  t h a t  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d  pornugraphy is 

mar xism. Reich f 1945) and Heic h e  (19681 b a t h  d i s c u s s  pornography 

b u t  o n l y  p e r i p h e r a l l y  t o  t h e i r  main concern  w i t h  s e x u a l  r e p r e s -  

s i o n  w i t h i n  c a p i t a l  i s m .  L a t e r ,  mar x i  sts s ~ ~ h  a s  McNal 1  C l983? 

have looked a t  pornography as an i d e o l o g i c a l  mechanism used i n  

t h e  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  o f  wornen. I w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r i n g  McNall l a t e r  i n  

t h i s  t h e s i s .  

Why s o c i o l o g y  h a s  n o t  p rov ided  mare e x p l a n a t i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a  

remains  unknown. S e v e r a l  r e a s o n s  are p l a u s i b l e .  F i r s t ,  aca- 

demics  have s h i e d  away from s e x  and pornography as unsavoury 

s u b j e c t s  o r  f r o m  t h e  f e a r  uf s o c i a l  s t i g m a  CPolsky, 1967: 251). 

Second, f e m i n i s t s  Ce. g. Diamond, 19801 a r g u e  t h a t  mainstream 

s o c i o l o g y  h a s  t ended  t o  i g n o r e  women and t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  s o c i a l  

phenomena from a m a 1  e p e r s p e c t  i v e ,  Because par  nogr aphy is 

I ~kte-~E~9~gqx-gf . f .gf  19783, f o r  cxampl e, d o e s  n o t  i nc 1  ude 
a d i s c u s s i o n  of pornography. 



produced and consumed p r i n c i p a l  l y  by men, t h e  p r e s e n c e  of purnog- 

r aphy  may have  been c o n s i d e r e d  unremarkable.  Th i rd ,  because  t h e  

concern  w i t h  pornography h a s  been connec ted  w i t h  u s e  and subse-  

quent  a t t i t u d e  and behaviour  , i n v e s t  i g a t i o n  of t h e  phenomena may 

have  been s e e n  a s  t h e  p r o v i n c e  of psychology.  f f one  lcrcrks a t  

e x i s t i n g  r e s e a r c h ,  many uf t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  are f r o m  t h a t  d i s -  

c i p l i n e .  However, t h e  f o c u s  of a p s y c h a l o g i c a l  approach is on 

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  not t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  as  p a r t  of a c o l l e c t i v e .  What 

is d e s p e r a t e l y  needed is a socioXogica1 e x p l a n a t i o n  which 

acknowledgeti t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  which g i v e  r i se  t o  t h e  

d e s i  re  f o r  por nogr aphy. 

While s o c i o l o g y  h a s  n e g l e c t e d  pornography,  f e m i n i s t s  have  

n o t .  F e m i n i s t s  began w r i t i n g  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  i n  She  e a r l y  

I W O T  s. Pornography was p e r c e i v e d  a s  a s e r  i o u s  irfipediment to 

improvement i n  t h e  s t a t u s  of wt=cn~en. Ferrti n i  sts concerned abou t  

pornography i n c l u d e  s o c i  o l o g i s t s ,  1 i k e  Ka th leen  Barry ,  whom I 

w i l l  be  c o t w i d e r i n g  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s .  With l i t t l e  a s s i s t a n c e  from 

s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s ,  B a r r y  and o t h e r  f e m i n i s t s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  

t h e  s u b j e c t  of pornugraphy have  r e l i e d  p r i m a r i l y  upon f e m i n i s t  

t h e o r y  and argument t o  a i d  thew i n  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s .  

F e m i n i s t s  have  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  pornsgr  aphy is no t  about  s e x  

b u t  about  power, Pornography is d i s c u s s e d  by r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t s  

as a s c r i p t  f o r  s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  and rape .  T h i s  c h a r g e  h a s  s t imu-  

l a t e d  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  connect  i o n  between s e x  and a g g r e s s i o n  

(Donnerst  ei n & H a l  1 an ,  1'378; Dunnerst a i n ,  i980; Ma1 amuth, 1384) . 
Although t h e r e  e x i s t s  a wide r a n g e  of  i n % e u d i % c i p l i n a r y  erftpirical 

r e s e a r c h  on pornogr aphy (see Eyscnc k % N i  as, 1978; McCor mac k, 



1'378; Wendell & Copp, 1383; Malamuth % Dunnerstein, 1'384) and a 

l orge body of commentary enrompa~sing a number of disc i pl i nes 

iphilussphy, psychology, law, women's studies), there have been 

relatively few attempts to examine the move prominent posit ions 

taken with regard to pornography. Such an exercise is warranted 

because many of these complex explanations r est upon quest i onabl e 

assumptions which need to be articulated and examined. In 

addition, groups comrfii t ted to certain perspectives on pornography 

e. g. Citizens for Decency in Canada Crepresenting a cunservative 

view), the B,C- Civil Liberties Assc~ciations Ecivil likertarian), 

Women Against Violence Against Women i f emini st 1 influence pub1 i c 

c~pinicm and the measures which are taken to regulate pornography. 

Far example, the Citizens for Decency in coopsration with the 

Taronta police force (Project P> hold slide shows in various com- 

munities to convince the public of the horrurs of presently 

avail able material. Such groups attempt to influence governrr~ent 

decision-rmkers by subwitting briefs as the B.C. Civil Liberties 

Associat ion did here in Canada for the Special Cummi ttee on 

Pornography and Prostitution in 1984. 

The subject of pornogr aphy ther efor e is si gni f i cant theoret- 

ically, politically, and practically. We must be informed and 

aware of the full political agenda of the individuals, groups, 

and perspectives we choose to support. This thesis is written to 

make a contribution tu the kind of full understanding that is 

required. 
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The 1 i t e r a t u r e  on pornography be ing  v a s t  and d i s p a r a t e ,  

p o s e s  a s e r  i u u s  c h a l l e n g e  to  c a t e g ~ x - i z a t i u n  and methctds of  

d i s c r ~ s s i n g  t h e  rrtater i a1 . Those who want t o  d i  s c ~ t s s  pornography 

must d e c i d e  upon s o m e  method of managing t h e  literature. Wendell 

and Copp C1983) b r o k e  t h e i r  book i n t o  t h r e e  s e c t i o n s :  p h i l a -  

s o p h i c a l  w o r k ,  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h ,  and impor tan t  l e g a l  

c a s e s .  McKay b Do1 f f f 19841, i n  t h e i r  working paper  f o r  t h e  

F r a s c r  Committee, also d e c i d e d  upon t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s :  t h e  impact 

of pornography on s u c i e t  y, p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  and consurrrers- A s  t h e y  

p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e y  had to  manufacture  a 

framework t o  rrlake ccrher evlt a " c h a o t i c  l i t e r a t  u r e "  . Her ge r  C 1977) 

c h o s e  t o  d e s c r i b e  and e v a l u a t e  arguments  p u t  forward by a n t a g -  

o n i s t s  and a p o l o g i s t s .  T h i s  b a s i c  method is t h e  o n e  I have 

adop ted  and expanded. I w i l l  b e  d e s c r i b i n g  and e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  

c u n s e r v a t i v e ,  1 iberaX , f e m i n i s t ,  and mar x i s t  /social ist ferfiini st 

pccsitictns on pornography.  These *gr~zsupsi' a r e  n o t  homogeneccus and 

t h e r e  is i n d i v i d u a l  v a r i a t i o n  and csver 1 apping t o  s o m e  e x t e n t .  

D i f f i c u l t  c h o i c e s  had t o  b e  made i n  g r ~ ~ ~ p i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s .  

However, t h i s  vgroupingy is a u s e f u l  a n a l y t i c a l  d e v i c e  which 

h e l p s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  fundamental d i  f f e r e n c e s  i n  argument and 

under 1 yi ng assurr~pt i ctns b e t  ween t h e  per  s p e c  t i ves .  

I have  c tmsen s p e c  i f i c s p e a k e r s  t~ t h e  i % s u e s  because  t h c i  r 

work h a s  r e c e i v e d  a good d e a l  of r e a c t i o n  and comment and has 

been r e p r i n t e d  s e v e r a l  t i m e s . '  I have  chosen s o m e  of t h e  cornrnen- 

tatcwsi, n o t  because  t h e i r  w o r k  h a s  r e c e i v e d  wide a t t e n t i o n ,  b u t  

because  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  p o s i t i o n  a I l u w s  u s  t o  look at  t h e  

'3 



d i f  f s r e n t  a n g l e s  of  argument and t h e  r i c h  t e x t u r e  of t h e  deba te .  

A s  w e l l ,  I be1 i e v e  t h e  commentary which w i l l  b e  examined demsn- 

s t r a t e s  t h a t  pornography c a n  b e  a  v e r y  d i v i s i v e  and t r o u b l i n g  

i s s u e  which c a n  c a u s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  b reak  rank o r  t r a n s g r e s s  

o t h e r  f i r m l y  h e l d  p o l i t i c a l  cornrnitrnents. 

A s  1 have s t a t e d ,  1 w i l l  b e  a r g u i n g  t h a t  none o f  t h e  

p e r s p e c t i v e s  an pornography is s a t i s f a c t o r y .  T h i s  c r i t i c i s m  d o e s  

n o t  mean t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  no  s t r e n g t h s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  

Fur i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  l i b e r a l  d e s i r e  t o  p r o t e c t  s e x u a l i t y  and s e x u a l  

imagery is an i mprovement over  t h e  conoerva t  i ve c o n t e n t  i o n  t h a t  

s e x  and t h e r e f o r e  s e x u a l  imagery is p o t e n t  i a1  1 y  dangerous  and 

c o r r u p t i n g .  F i n a l l y ,  I w i l l  b e  s u g g e s t i n g  Chat t h e  deve lop ing  

s o c  i a1 i st f e m i n i s t  t h e o r e t i c a l  f  r amewor k seems promis ing i n  terms 

of  p r o v i d i n g  a u s e f u l  c r  i k i c a l  examinat  i c ~ n  uf pornc~graphy and t h e  

pornography i n d u s t r y .  But ,  t h i  s p c r s p e c t  i v e  is no t  wi thou t  

problems and t h e r e  is a g r e a t  d e a l  s f  t h e o r y  f o r m u l a t i o n  and 

r e s e a r c h  t h a t  n e e d s  t o  b e  dune. 

Arguing t h a t  a  s o c  i a1  i st f e m i n i s t  a n a l  y s i  s o f  pcwnogr aphy is 

t h e  musf u s e f u l  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  l e a d  t u  a s i n g l e  p r e s c r i p -  

t i o n  f o r  s o l v i n g  t h e  problem of pornography. In t h i s  t h e s i s  I 

w i l l  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  F n o - c e t ~ s u r s h i p  at a 1  1  ' s t a n c e ,  which many 

s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  t a k e ,  is no t  e n t i r e l y  conv inc ing .  T h i s  

p o s i t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a d d r e s s  a d e q u a t e l y  t h e  problem of c o e r c i v e  

pornography imater  i a1  d e p i c t i n g  i n v o l u n t a r y  bondage, p h y s i c a l  

a s s a u l t ,  r a p e ,  murder or a d u l t / c h i l d  s e x ) .  Even c i v i l  Xiber- 

t a r i o n s  have  d i  f  f i c u l  t y  w i t h  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t a b s o l u t e l y  nu 

c e n s a r s h i p '  . The B. C .  C i v i l  L ibeu t  ies A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  example, 



r e c e n t  1  y recommended t h a t  mater i a1 d e p i c t i n g  a d u l t  -chi 1  d s e x  

s h o u l d  he  p r o s c r i b e d . 6  However, I w i l l  a l s o  a r g u e  t h a t  u s i n g  

c e n s o r s h i p  as methud of d e a l i n g  w i t h  pornography w i  11 m a s t  

l i k e l y  b e  i n e f f e c t i v e  and dangerous  i n  i t s  a r b i t r a r y  s u p p r e s s i o n  

uf " e v i l "  m a t e r i a l  e g g .  f e m i n i s t  o r  gay  material. W e  must 

d e v e l o p  a  v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  ta c e n s o r s h i p ,  One p o s s i b l e  avenue 

would b e  to  d e v e l o p  (non--coerc i v e ,  non-soxis t  :) s e x u a l  imagery t o  

c c m t r a d i c t  t h e  pcwnoguaphy i n d u s t r y ' s  view of s e x u a l i t y ,  

I w i l l  i n t r o d u c e  each p e r s p e c t i v e  on pcwnography w i t h  a 

g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the views and arguments  p r c m ~ t e d  by t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l s  and g r o u p s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h a t  p e r s p e c t i v e .  Second, 

I w i l l  c a r r y  o u t  an  examina t ion  of s p e c i f i c  c o m ~ ~ e n t a t o r s  ta 

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  nuances  w i t h i n  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e .  L a s t ,  I w i l l  

p r o v i d e  a c r i t i c a l  summary. 

Before  I b e g i n  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  l i b e r a l ,  

f e m i n i s t ,  and m a r x i s t  / s ~ c i a l  i s s t  f e m i n i s t  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of pornog- 

raphy,  I w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  ct~atzges i r t  c o n t e n t  and 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  sf pornography s i n c e  World War 11 i n  Chapter  I .  I n  

Chapter  11 t h e  s e r i o u s  prohlerns s u r r s u n d i n g  a d e f i n i t i o n  of  

pornography w i  11  b e  e x p l o r e d .  These t w o  p r e l i m i n a r y  c h a p t e r s  

s h o u l d  b r i n g  a f u l l e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  r e c e n t  h i s t c f r y  and 

c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e  pornography d e b a t e  and set t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a 

more meaningful  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  v a r i o u s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  beg inn ing  

i n  Chapter  1x1. 
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(N.Y. :  Prometheus Books, 19833, p. 85. 

6. John Di xun, B,C. C i v i  1 Li bev t  ies Assoc i a t  i cm, submi ssi on t o  
t h e  ~ ~ g ~ L p ~ - & g ~ ~ ~ ~ t q g - p n _ ~ ~ q ~ n _ p q v _ g ~ h , y ~ g r _ ? ~ ~ ~ ~ v _ c ; ~ 4 ; , ~ t ; u _ t ; ~ ~ n _ ,  March 
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CHAPTER I 

~ ~ S ~ Q ~ & ~ : A , L - B ~ ~ ~ ~ = , ~ ~ ~ U _ ~ D , E  The changes  i n  a v a i  1 a b i  1  i t y  and c a n t  e n t  
s i n c e  World War XI. 

In  t h i s  c h a p t e r  I w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  have  been 

s i g n i f i c a n t  changes  i n  North America i n  t h e  c o n t e n t  and a v a i l a -  

b i l i t y  o f  pornography s i n c e  World War 11. These  developments  

a c c o u n t ,  i n  p a r t ,  f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  c o n t r o v e r s y  over  t h e  

u b i q u i t o u s  d i s p l a y  o f  pornography and t h e  burgeuning f e m i n i s t  

concern  t h a t  pornccgraphy irfipedes t h e  e f fo r t s  o f  worr~en to overcome 

s e x u a l  ub j e c t i  f i c a t i o n .  These changes  i n  c o n t e n t  and a v a i  l a b i  l -  

i t y  have  e x a c e r b a t e d  t h e  long-s tand ing  c e n s o r s h i p  c o n t r o v e r % y .  

The i n c r e a s e d  p u b l i c  concern  r e s u l t s  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  

have  moved beyot-td s i m p l e  n u d i t y  and d i f f i c u l t  a c c e s s  t a  c l i n i c a l  

d e p i c t i o n s  o f  g e n i t a l i a ,  v a g i n a l  and a n a l  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  sadomasu- 

chism, f e t i s h  rmter i a 1  , c o e r c i v e  pornography ( i n v o l u n t a r y  

bondage, p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t  , r a p e ,  mur d e r  , and adu l  t -c h i  1 d  S and 

r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  a c c e s s .  I w i l l  b e  l o o k i n g  at t h e  change i n  

c o n t e n t  and a v a i  1  a b i  l i t y  i n  t h r e e  areas of  purnctgraphi c  produc-. 

t i o n :  ri~agazifie, f i l m ,  and f i c t i o n .  

1 w i l l  also d i s c u s s  t h e  government commissions i n  t h e  U.S.  

and Canada which w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  to i n v e s t i g a t e  pornography. I t  is 

a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  comrtr i~sion r e s e a r c h  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

because  Lhe changes  i n  a v a i l a b i l i t y  and c o n t e n t  c r e a t e d  p u b l i c  

concern  and l e d  t u  t h e  appointment  of t h e s e  commissions. The 

f i n d i n g s  of t h e s e  commissions a f f e c t e d  l e g i s l a t i v e  re fo rm which 

i n  t u r n  f u r t h e r  e x a c e r b a t e d  t h e  c e n s o r s h i p  controverr jy.  I. am 



p r o v i d i n g  a b r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n  and e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  r e s e a r c h  

c a r r i e d  o u t  f u r  t h e s e  commissicans t o  p r o v i d e  background and 

enhance  t h e  r e a d e r s  t rnders tanding o f  t h e  problems w i t h  t h e  

r e s e a r c h .  The 1970 U. S. Pornography Cornmi ssi on Y e s e a r c h  h a s  

proven t o  b e  v e r y  c u r r t r u v e r s i a l  and n e e d s  t o  b e  approached w i t h  

c a u t i o n .  T h i s  Commission is impor tan t  t o  our  d i s c u s s i o n  because  

i t  is "quoted i n  b a t h  t e x t b o o k  and Courtracm a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  on 

t h e  s u b j e c t . " '  A s  w i l l  b e  made c l e a r  t h r o u g h a u t  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  

commentators c o n t i n u o u s l y  refer tl3 t h i s  body of r e s e a r c h .  The 

i mpac t o f  t h e  Fr aser Cornmi t t ec t 1983) r eseav c h and r ec  ummenda- 

t i o n s  few law re fo rm is less c l e a r  as  t h e  government h a s  o n l y  

responded i n  p a r t  t o  t h e s e  recommendations. T h i s  is t h e  o n l y  

bcdy uf r e s e a r c h  a v a i l a b l e  which d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  s p e c i f i c  Canadian 

e x p e r i e n c e  and t h e  r e s e a r c h  is w~ttch rmre  c u r r e n t  t h a n  t h e  1970 

Por nogr aphy Ccmimi ssi on r csear c h . 

Eesnzi!xa 

The amount o f  pornograph ic  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

1950 ' s  w a s  minimal,  and by t o d a y ' s  s t a n d a r d s ,  q u i t e  tame. The 

o c c a s i o n a l  female  nude c o u l d  be found i n  s p o u t  and photography 

magazines o r  i n  more e l e g a n t  p e r i o d i c a l s  l i k e  Ezgukrg w i t h  i t s  

Vargas g i r l s  (pin-up d rawings  of b u s t y  women i n  f i l m y  b l o u s e s ) .  

Bu t  t h e  f o c u s  of t h e s e  rftagasines w a s  not  on  t h e  nudes-  Other 

more e x p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l ,  such  a s  p h o t o  sets cw * g i r l i e 9  magazines,  

u s u a l l y  o f  European o r i g i n ,  c o u l d  b e  o b t a i n e d  w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y .  

The ' g i r l  ie'  magazines t h a t  were a v a i l a b l e  dur i t ig  t h i s  

p e r i o d  w e r e  n o t  v e r y  e x p l i c i t  or a c c e s s i b l e ,  These magazines 



"Those cheap l i t t l e  magazines - t h e  t y p i c a l  
t i t l e  was ' G a l s ,  G a l s ,  G a l s p  - p r e s e n t e d  
n o t h i n g  more cumpl ica ted  t h a n  a f e w  dozen 
p i c t u r e s  o f  g i r l s  wear ing  v e r y  l i t t l e  
c l o t h i n g .  They were a lways  p l a c e d  w e l l  t o  
t h e  back of  t h e  c i g a r  s t cwes .  Yca had t o  
s e a r c h  tkam o u t  and t h e n ,  w i t h  an embarrassed  
ha1 f-smi 1 e, hand your money t o  t h e  d i  s a p p r a v i n g  
o l d  p r o p r i e t o r .  I,  3 

However , the "cheesecake"  c o n t e n t  of  povnugraphi c magazine 

began t o  change w i t h  t h e  b i r t h  of W.aybgy i n  1952 p u b l i s h e d  by 

Hugh Hefner .  The f i r s t  i s s u e  of Wgybpy, f e a t u r i n g  a nude pho to  

uf Mar i 1 yn Monroe, w a s  an  i n s t a n t  s u c c e s s .  e&g&ey c i r c u l a t i o n  

s t e a d i  1 y c l imbed t o  one  mi l l i cm i n  195G and would e v e n t u a l l y  

r e a c h  seven m i  1  1 i on c u p i  es a m s n t  h by l'W2. 4 

H e f n e u y s  magazine w a s  t h e  f i r s t  p e r i a d i c a I  t o  o f f e r  q u a l i t y  

pho tograph ic  stills of  a t t r a c t i v e  women w i t h  t h e i r  b r e i s t s  

exposed. These s e m i  -nude women were framed i n  an e x p e n d  ve ,  

g l o s s y  magazine which also p a i d  t a p  d c ~ l l a r  f o r  i n t e r v i e w s  and 

a r t i c l e s  by  famous and accompl ished peop le .  T h i s  f a c t  l e n t  t h e  

magazine l e g i t i m a c y  and p r o t e c t e d  Hefner from b e i n g  charged w i t h  

p e d d l i n g  a c u r f ~ p l e t e l y  p r u r i  e n t  magazine. P i v o t a l  to t h i s  l e g i t i -  

macy was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Wef ne r  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  P laymates  a s  yuung, 

b e a u t i f u l ,  and sexual , but; n o w - t h r e a t e n i n g  avld c h i  l d l i  ke, The 

P laymates  were  n u t  p o r t r a y e d  as cheap,  s t r e e t - w i s e ,  exper  ience-d 

women. Hefner ertjoyed a l o n g  and l u c r a t i v e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  povnog- 

raptly m a r k e t .  Even though Playboy spawned numerous i m i t a t o r s ,  

(e.9. Qgh~g, Eigank, Cipnk, Begyp) a l l  t r y i n g  to  c a p t u r e  H e f n e r ' s  

s u c c e s s ,  none of them e v e r y  reached  P l a y b a y ' s  c i r c u l a t i o n .  



However, i n  1968 Hefner ' 5 ~ f ~ o t ~ u p u l  y on the m a r k e t  began to 

sl i p w i  t h  t h e  appearance  uf Bob Gucc i one Cfgn_th_pg%g) . H e f  ne r  and 

Guccione a r e  l a r g e l y  r e s p c ~ n s i b l e  f o r  changing t h e  c o n t e n t  of 

' g i r l i e  magazines' .  These two men e n t e r e d  i n t o  a v i c i o u s  

c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  market i n  t h e  1970's.  In  t h e  t r a d e  t h i s  com- 

p e t i t i o n  is r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  'Pubic WarsT. Every i s s u e  exposed 

a l i t t l e  b i t  more of t h e  female anatomy culrf i inat ing i n  a f u l l  

f r o n t a l  1 ay-out i n  F k q g ~ g g ~ g  i n  August 1971. 5 

Guccione w e l c ~ m e d  t h e  o b s c e n i t y  c h a r g e s  which w e r e  l a i d  

a g a i n s t  him i n  B r i t a i n  Che soon moved h i s  o p e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  Uni ted  

S t a t e s )  f o r  t h e  n o t o r i e t y  i t  brought  hirfi i n  t h e  newspapers.  

Hefner ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, felt Guccione was promoting "cheap, 

pornograph ic  c r a p u 6  and w i  thdrew F'lgybgx frorfi t h i s  c o n t e s t .  

However, i n  1972 Hefner p rocured  a f l o u n d e r i n g  French magazine 

which he  t i t l e d  OIL. I t  w a s  H e f n e r P s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  u s e  Qgi  i n  t h e  

f i g h t  a g a i n s t  P e ~ t h g y a g .  In  t h i s  magazine h e  d i d  a l l o w  t h e  women 

t o  be p o r t r a y e d  much l i k e  Gtrcc ioneFs  " P e t s  of t h e  Month", t h a t  is 

more s t r e e t - w i s e  and s l e a z y .  T h i s  c o m p e t i t i o n  a c c e l e r a t e d  w i t h  

e v e r y  i s s u e  t c ~  see who c o u l d  "produce  t h e  r a u n c h i e r  magazine". 7 

J u d i t h  R e i w ~ a n ,  who r e c e n t  1 y c ompl et e d  a n  e x t e n s i v e  c a n t  e n t  

a n a l y s i s  of  i?t?lybpy and h q t h g g a g ,  c h a r g e s  elaybgy w i  t h 1 a y i n g  

t h e  grordndwork f o r ,  what s h e  c a l l s ,  t h e  whole media s e x p l o i t a t i o n  

movement. She c l  a i r t ~ s  "P&aybgyI_s s u c c e s s i  ve rnani pul  a t  i o n s  and 

d i s t o r t  i o n s  o f  t h e  image of wonten t y p i  f ies t h e  pornography- 

c o n d i t i o n i n g  p r o c e s s m < l 2 1 ) .  R e i s m a n  a r g u e s  t h a t  as a s a t i a t i o n  

p o i n t  is reached  w i t h  s i m p l e  female n u d i t y ,  p o r n o g r a p h e r s  ff~usit 

i n c l u d e  sexier,  k i n k i e r ,  more v i o l e n t  and/or  s e n s a t i o n a l  material 



t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  sales. 8 

Reisman h a s  n e g l e c t e d  t o  b r i n g  o u t  B u i c c i u n e ' s  v e r y  sig- 

n i f i c a n t  r u l e  i n  f o r c i n g  Mefner t o  g e t  mare e x p l i c i t .  Heismanpsi 

c h a r g e  d o e s  seerit t o  have  va1 i d i t y  i n  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

tPubic  Warsv encouraged an  i m p r e s s i v e  l ist  o f  i m i t a t o r s  a l l  more 

r e v e a l i n g  and e x p l i c i t  t h a n  F'lgybqy. F u r t h e r ,  l o n g i t u d i n a l  

c o n t e n t  a n a l y s e s  done  a n  Msybpy and h~thpgqg  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  

t h e s e  t w o  l e a d i n g  magazines have  become more v i  c ~ l e n t  i n  p i  ctcw i a1  

s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  th rough  t i m e .  9 

I n  a p i c t o r i a l  format North America i n  t h e  1980 's  h a s  moved 

way beyond t h e  s i m p l e  nude and i n t o  a s p e c i a l t y  market c a t e r i n g  

t a  numerous f e t i s h e s .  One s u c h  b u s i n e s s  is t h e  ritai 1 a r d e r  porn  

house,  T a o  P r o d u c t i o n s  i n  Los Angeles,  C a l i f o r n i a .  C a t a l o g u e s  

c a n  b e  cheap1 y and e a s i l y  o b t a i n e d ,  b a t h  i n  t h e  U.S. and Canada, 

by respond ing  t o  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  found i n  t h e  back of porn  maga- 

r i nes .  These col our e d  b r o c h u r e s  adver  t i so magaz i n e s  and v i  d e n s  

c a t e r i n g  t o  a  wide r a n g e  of s e x u a l  behav iour .  Tor example, ctnc 

i s i rwi t ed  t o  p u r c h a s e  L h e  pic t or i a l  magax i n e  i3~3pqem~gsgg~ 

which b o a s t s  t h a t  t h e  magazine is "jammed w i t h  t i g h t  bondage, 

s u s p e n s i o n  and whipping of young p r e t t y  g i r l s "  (see Appendi x 1). 

A l s o ,  i n  t h s  Tao c u l l o c t i o n  a r e  magazines of obed ience ,  b r e a s t  

bondage, waterworks  ( f e a t u r i n g  t h e  a d v e n t u r e s  of 'Enema Many 1, 

and ~~Tnaqgrev-FnnEp~&qq+ V i  deus ,  r a n g i n g  frcm $49-$89 U. S .  

s p o r t  t i t les  1  i k e  t h e  @L~iLL&gWi~e which promi ses f i  f t y  rninirtes of 

e x c i t i n g  t o r t u r e  and p a i n  (see Appendix 113. I  w i l l  be d i s c u s s i n g  

v i d e o s  i n  more d e t a i l  i n  t h e  n e x t  s e c t i o n .  

Other rhai l a r d e r  houses ,  s u c h  a s  R. B. L. S a l  esi i n  L . o s  Angel es 



C see Appendi x I I I ) , sell magaz i n e s  and v i  d e o s  whi c h f et i s h i  r e  

c e r t a i n  female body p a r t s  or b ~ d y  shapes .  For example, me can  

pur c  h a s e  magat i n e s  which d i  s p l  ay naked p regnan t  o r  l a c  t at i ng 

women fu r  $6.00 U.S. Also a v a i l a b l e  are magazines which f o c u s  on 

t h e  anus ,  e r e c t  n i p p l e s ,  hanging b r e a s t s  or huge b r e a s t s ,  chunky 

bot toms,  o b e s i t y ,  o r  warnen wi th  shaved g e n i t a l  areas. An i n t e r -  

e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h e s e  f u l l  c o l o u r  b r o c h u r e s  is t h a t  t h e r e  is 

u s u a l l y  a  s t a n d a r d  s e c t i o n  a d v e r t i s i n g  e t h n i c  g i r l s  ( L a t i n ,  

Black,  o r  O r i e n t a l )  a s  w e l l  a s  a s e c t i o n  which p romises  p i c t u r e s  

of l e s b i a n  s e x .  

In t h e  la te  1940's and e a r l y  50's 1Gmm stag f i l m s  o r  ' b l ~ ~ e *  

movi es  were a v a i l a b l e  i n  which p e n e t r a t i o n  and e j a c u l a t i o n  were 

shown, Usual l y t h e s e  f i 1 n t s  were d i  st r i b u t  ed by t r  aver  1 i ng sal  es- 

men who would a r r a n g e  qsmokersv  t o  show t h e  f i l m s  to groups  of 

rnen f o r  a set f e e ,  T h i s  phenonsenon g r a d u a l  1 y began t o  f a d e  i n  

t h e  1 9 m y s  wi th  t h e  adven t  of 8wt r f i  home movie equipment.  S i x t e e n  

m i  11 i metre equipment was expens i  v e  and meant t h a t  or11 y a  few 

p r o d u c e r s  c o u l d  a f f o r d  t h e  c o s t l y  equipment.  With t h e  a v a i l a b i l -  

i t y  sf hafie mavie equipment many more amateur p r o d u c e r s  appeared  

w i t h  a subsequen t  d e c l i n e  i n  f i l m  q u a l i t y .  Cns to rwrs  began t o  

buy t h e  f i l m s  o u t r i g h t  o r  r e n t  t h e  f i l m s  f o r  a p r i v a t e  showing. 10 

B e s i d e s  t h e  p r  i v a l e  shawi np o f  tst ag  f  i 1 m s '  , t h e r e  were a1 so 

p u b l i c  t h e a t r e s  p l a y i n g  " s e x p l c i i t a t i o n  f i l m s "  Cthe c o m m i s s i ~ m ' s  

term). According t o  t h e  T r a f f i c  & D i s t r i b u t i o n  Panel  of t h e  1970 

Pornography Cornmi s s i o n ,  t h i s  i n d u s t r y  h a s  e x i s t e d  s i n c e  t h e  



1920 's  and is a v e r y  s m a l l  segment of t h e  g e n e r a l  f i l m  i n d u s t r y .  

Far  example, of t h e  14,000 t h e a t r e s  i n  t h e  U.S. o n l y  500 would 

e x h i h i t  s e x p l o i t a t i u n  films. lt  The sexplcsi t a t i o n  f i l m  was shown 

i n  a l i m i t e d  number sf t h e a t r e s  as a s p e c i a l  e v e n t .  The Panel  

c l a imed  t h a t  i n  t h e  1920Fs t h e s e  f i l m s  i n c l u d e d  to ta l  n u d i t y  of 

t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  b u t  no  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y .  In  t h e  1930 's  t h e  

n u d i t y  began t o  d i s a p p e a r  and t h e r e  was more of  a n  emphasis  ctn 

s t o r y  l i n e .  I n  t h e  1 9 5 0 p s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h i s  t y p e  o f  f i l m  

began t o  r e v e r t  back t o  n u d i t y ,  ( " n u d i e  cut ies j" ) .  During t h e  

y e a r s  1964-68 s e x p l o i  t a t i o n  f i l m  c o n t e n t  began to s i g n i  f i c a n t l y  

d i v e r s i f y .  In many a f  t h e s e  f i l m s  p l o t  w a s  abandoned a l t o g e t h e r  

i n  favour c ~ f  c a n t  i n u o u s  s c e n e s  of n u d i t y .  "Roughi es" appeared  

w i t h  a sex- -v io lence  format .  (Some of  t h e s e  " roughi  es" d e p i c t e d  

women a s  a g g r e s s o r s ,  o t h e r s  c a s t  wcmen as v i c t i ~ 1 s . 3  "Kink ies" ,  

f i l m s  t h a t  e x p l o r e d  fet ; ishe%, were  a l s o  a v a i l a b l e .  "Ehou l ies" ,  a 

f o r e r u n n e r  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  h o r r o r  g e n r e ,  minimized t h e  n u d i t y  and 

wtaximized t h e  v i o l e n c e ,  According t o  t h e  p a n e l ,  t h e s e  f i l m s  

c o n t a i n e d  f u l l  female n u d i t y  and t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  of h e t e r o s e x u a l  

conduct  s t o p p i n g  s h o r t  o f  a c t u a l  p e n e t r a t i o n ,  

The Panel  c l a imed  t h a t  as of  t h e  la te  1960's t h e r e  were 

f  i f t  y t o  o n e  hundred b u s i n e s s  f  i rrwi i n v u l  ved i n  p r o d u c t i o n  of  

t h i s  t y p e  of  f i l m .  P r o d u c t i o n  b u d g e t s  ranged from $3,000 - 
$100,000. The p r s d u c e r s  trsed non-unionixed a c t o r s  and a c t r e s s e s  

and a l i m i t e d  f i l m  crew, V i r t u a l l y  no  money w a s  s p e n t  by pro-  

d u c e r s  on s c r i p t  development.  The f i l m s  u s u a l l y  t o o k  o n e  week t o  

s h o ~ t  ( l35-2W f i l m s  w e r e  prctduced i n  196'3). 12 



One of t h e  t a s k s  o f  t h e  Panel  w a s  t o  p r o v i d e  d a t a  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  amount of  " a d u l t s  o n l y "  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e .  " A d u l t s  on1 y" 

m a t e r i a l  w a s  d e s c r i b e d  as  f i c t i o n  o r  f i l m  c o m p l e t e l y  concerned 

w i t h  sex. The Panel  complained of t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g i v i n g  

r a t i n g s  of  "W" ( r e s t r i c t e d : )  or " X "  ~ x - r a t e d : ) ' ~  t o  f i l m s ,  boclks, 

o r  p e r i o d i c a l s  f o r  t h e  amount of s e x u a l  c o n t e n t  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  was 

such  an o v e r l a p  w i t h  g e n e r a l  r e l e a s e  f i l w s  and mass market books 

and p e r i o d i c a l s . 1 4  The Panel  c l a imed  t h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  between 

X-rated f i l m s  w i t h  a wide d i s t r i b u t i o n  l i k e  Qgg~-Lhu_o_gt and s e x -  

p l o i  t a t  i o n  f i l m s  w a s  t h e  market ing  p a t t e r n  (87) .  These 

s e x p l u i t a t i u n  f i l m s  were I o w  budget  w i t h  l i m i t e d  e x h i b i t i o n ,  

One phenomenon i n  t h e  a r e a  of  f i l m  t h a t  n e e d s  ment ioning is 

t h e  appearance  of  t h e  " s n u f f  f i lm" .  Snuff  r e f e r s  tc* t h e  t o r t t ~ r e ,  

r a p e ,  and murder uf women f o r  m a l e  s e x u a l  g r a t i  f i c a t i o n .  T h i s  

t y p e  of  f  i 1  m h a s  caused  enuvmsus pub1 i c o u t r a g e .  

In  1975 p o l i c e  i n  N e w  Yurk c o n f i s c a t e d  f i l m  f o o t a g e  t h e y  

c l a i r m d  came frctrn Sou th  America. These  f i l m s  c a p t u r e d  t h e  a c t u a l  

r a p e  and murder of wmten. Becanse of  t h e  n o t o r i e t y  and p r e s s  t h a t  

t h e s e  f  i lms g e n e r a t e d  t h e  porrrcrgraphy i n d u s t r y  s e i z e d  upon t h e  

i d e a  af producing a mock ' snuf f  f i l m * .  I n  1976 t h e  rmvie Q~gf f  

w a s  r el eased.  

"Adver t i sed  a s  a rr~crvie which r e c o r d e d  t h e  
real murder of  an a c t r e s s . . . i t  a t t r a c t e d  
hundr e d s  of eager  men a t  X-rated t h e a t r  es. l5 

The s t o r y  l i n e  and e v e n t s  i n  t h i s  f i l rn a r e  t r u l y  h o r r i b l e .  

S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  problem s c e n e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  murder c ~ f  a 

p regnan t  woman and he r  unborn baby as w e l l  as t h e  dismemberment 

and disembowel1 i n g  o f  a n o t h e r  wuman. A t  t h e  end of t h e  f i l m  t h e  



man r  e spons i  b 1 e f o r  t h e  d i  sembuwel ment h o l d s  t h e  wctmans e n t r  ai 1 s 

up over  h i s  head Lriumphanthy. LaBePle C1980) c l a i m s  t h i s  movie 

w a s  t h e  f i n a l  straw f u r  a n t i - p o r n  f e m i n i s t s  because  of  t h e  

b l a t a n t  m i  sagyny and v i  u l e n c e .  

From t h i s  p o i n t  forward a n t i - p o r n  f e m i n i s t s  r e l e n t l e s s l y  

a t t a c k e d  t h e  pornography i n d u s t r y ,  e s p e c i  a1  1 y re ta i  1 e r s .  

F e m i n i s t s  came o u t  i n  d r o v e s  t o  p r o t e s t ,  p i c k e t ,  leaflet ,  and 

b o y c o t t  t h e  t h e a t r e s  showing t h e  f i l m  fhgrff. They w e r e  s u c c e s s -  

f u l ,  i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  s f  hav ing  t h e  f i l r f t  removed. Pol  i c e  

o f f i c i a l s ,  at  t h e  same t i m e ,  w e r e  r e p o r t i n g  t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  of  

t h i s  movie, t h e  word can t h e  street w a s  t h a t  s i m i l a r  " s n u f f "  f i l m s  

c o u l d  be procured  f o r  a  p r i v a t e  showing f a r  $100 - $500 U.S. a 

per  son.  16 

I n  1980, t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n  burmght u s  video purnog- 

raptly. Video porn can  b e  r e n t e d  a t  l o c a l  tmtlets and watched i n  

t h e  p r i v a c y  o f  oney  5 home. Because v i d e o s  have  been c o n s i d e r e d  

p r o p e r t y  f o r  home u s e  and t h e r e f o r e  exempt from p r i o r  s c r e e n i n g  

by censor  o r  f i l m  boards ,  t h e  v i d e o  mar k a t  has been leas regu- 

l a t e d  t h a n  a t h e r  t y p e s  of  f i l m .  There  h a s  been much p u b l i c  

concern  about  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  pornographic  v i d e o s  and t h e i r  

a c c e s s i b i  1 i t y  to  ysrmg pectple. T h i s  concern  d o e s  have  a c e r t a i n  

b a s i s  i n  f a c t .  Research  f o r  t h e  F r a s e r  Committee C1983) i n  

Canada r e v e a l e d  t h a t  many v i d e o t a p e s ,  some of which have  v i o l e n t  

and /o r  degrad ing  c o n t e n t ,  a r e  b e i n g  smuggled i n  from t h e  U . S .  @I 

W. Canada g e t s  rnost of  i. ts pornography from t h e  U. S .  
Vanccuver , because  of i ts  p r o x i m i t y  to  Lus Angeles  where a 
g r e a t  d e a l  o f  pornography p r o d u c t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e ,  is an 
i d e a l  1 c ~ c  a t  i o n  f o r  i ncctmi ng mat e r  i a 1  . 



a v o i d i n g  c u s t o m 9 s  i n s p e c t i o n  and g e t t i n g  on t h e  v i d e o  o u t l e t  

s h e l v e s  i 1  l e g a l l y .  17 

Rid ing tun ,  t h e  C h a i r p e r s o n  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

P e r i o d i c a l  Review Board, o u t l i n e s  t h e  problems wi th  regula t iccn  crf 

videccs. Each p r o v i n c e  i n  Canada is r e s p o n s i b l e  f u r  a d m i n i s t e r  i n g  

t h e  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  sys tem.  I t  is t h e  d u t y  of  t h e  A t t o r n e y  

General  i n  e a c h  p r o v i n c e  t o  p r o v i d e  g u i d e l i n e s  t o  p o l i c e  on what 

m a t e r i a l  c o n s t i t u t e s  o b s c e n i t y .  I n  t h e s e  guide1 i n e s  obscene  

m a t e r i a l  is d e f i n e d  a s  t h a t  which " d e p i c t s  s e x u a l  a c t s  coup led  

w i t h  a c t s  o f  v i o l e n c e  ( i n c l u d i n g  sadism,  masuchism, and o t h e r  

c i n i l a r  acts3."18 These g u i d e l i n e s  v a r y  frorn p r o v i n c e  t o  p r o v i n c e  

and t h e  p u b l i c  h a s  no  i n p u t  i n t o  t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e s e  regula- -  

t i o n s .  R id ing ton  went through a  g r e a t  d e a l  of d i f f i c u l t y  t o  

o b t a i n  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  f u r  8.12. 19 

Video r e t a i l e r s  have  complaf ned t h a t  t h e y  do not r e a l  1  y have  

a c l e a r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  what material is obscene  and t h a t  

c o n f i s c a t i o n s  and p r o s e c u t i o n s  s e e m  i n c o n s i s t e n t  C K a i  te, 19831. 

Most v i d e o  retai  lers; u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  s e x u a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  i s  t h e  

a r e a  a f  most concern  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  e x p r e s s  c o n f u s i o n  about  what 

c o n s t i t u t e s  e x p l o i t a t i o n ( l a 3 3 .  

A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c o n f u s i o t ~  as t o  what m a t e r i a l  is permis-  

s a b l e ,  coup led  w i t h  i 1  l e g a l  v i d e o s  a p p e a r i n g  on t h e  o u t l e t  

s h e l v e s ,  t h e r e  h a s  been a g r e a t  d e a l  of pub1 i c  concern  i n  Canada. 

The anger  g e n e r a t e d  by t h e  p r e s e n c e  of i l l e g a l  v i d e o s  h a s  oc- 

cas ionaXly  e r u p t e d  i n t o  v i o l e n c e .  I  r e f e r  h e r e  tct a c t i o n  l i k e  

t h a t  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  Red H o t  Video. 



Red Hot Video opened a n  o u t l e t  i n  North Vancouver, B r i t i s h  

Columbia i n  1982. A committee from t h e  North Vancouver Women's 

C e n t r e  v i s i t e d  t h e  v i d e o  o u t l e t  and sampled many of t h e  f i l m s  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  The d e l e g a t i o n  from t h e  C e n t r e  chose  

s i x  examples of v i d e o t a p e s  which con t ravened  S e c t i o n  159 of t h e  

e x i s t i n g  Canadian C r i m i n a l  Code, t h a t  is, m a t e r i a l  p o r t r a y i n g  s e x  

i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  v i o l e n c e .  They b rough t  t h e s e  i l l e g a l  f i l m s  

t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of a u t h o r i t i e s  and asked  t h e  p o l i c e  t o  p r o s e c u t e  

t h e s e  v i d e o s  under p r e s e n t  o b s c e n i t y  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The p o l i c e  d i d  

p i c k  up f i v e  of t h e  f i l m s  i n c l u d i n g  P r i s o n e r s  of P a r a d i s e .  The 

c e n t r a l  male c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h i s  f i l m  c h a i n s  and suspends  women 

from t h e  c e i l i n g  and f o r c e s  them t o  perform o r a l  s e x .  L a t e r ,  

t h e s e  women a r e  cha ined  t o  a b i l l i a r d  t a b l e  and r a p e d .  20 

Red Hot Video was never  p r o s e c u t e d  f o r  p e d d l i n g  t h e s e  f i l m s  

because  t h e  l o c a l  Crown Counsel c l a imed  t h e  a c t i n g  w a s  s o  bad 

t h a t  t h e  f i l m  c o u l d  n o t  be t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  

women i n  P o r t  Coquit lam, B r i t i s h  Columbia, were concerned a b o u t  

f i l m s  b e i n g  o f f e r e d  a t  t h e i r  Red Hot Video o u t l e t .  They b rough t  

t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  f i l m s  l i k e  Water Power i n  which 

women a r e  g i v e n  f o r c e d  enemas, among o t h e r  v i o l e n t  acts .  The 

Crown p r o s e c u t o r  would n o t  act a g a i n s t  t h e s e  f i l m s  o r  

p r o p r i e t o r s  . 21 E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  e r u p t e d  when t h e  

W i m m i n ' s  F i r e  Br igade  bombed t h r e e  Red Hot Video o u t l e t s  on 

November 22,  1982. 



EFc,Y..Lnn, 

" A d u l t s  o n l y "  paperback f i c t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  Uni ted  

S t a t e s ,  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  one  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  volume a r e a s  af pornog- 

r aphy pr oduc t i on. 22 " A d u l t s  o n l y n  r e f e r s  t o  b a a k s  t h a t  a r e  

c c ~ n s t r u c t e d  around a series o f  s e x  e p i s o d e s .  Don Smith,  who h a s  

done  a c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  of t h e s e  books  c l a i m s  paperbacks  a r e  t h e  

m o s t  " v i s i b l r ;  and a c c e s s i b l e  mani f e s t a t i o t r s  c ~ f  parncqraphy.  m23 

H i s  s t u d y ,  done i n  t h e  U.S., covered  t h e  y e a r s  1968-1'374 and 

examined four hundred and twenty-e ight  papcrbac  ks. Smith 

d e s c r  i b c s  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e s e  paper  backs. 

" S i x t y  p e r c e n t  of  t h e  s e x  e p i s o d e s  a r e  
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by s e x  f o r  sex s a k e  - 
s h e e r  p h y s i c a l  g r a t  i f i c a t i m  devoid  
of any f e e l i n g  toward t h e  p a r t n e r  a s  
a p e r s o n  ( t h e  t y p i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  is 
young, s i n g l e ,  whi te ,  a t t r a c t i v e ,  and 
h e t  e r o s e x u a l  I Indeed,  a lmost  o n e - t h i r d  
of t h e  e p i s o d e s  c o n t a i n  t h e  u s e  of some 
form of f o r c e ,  e.g.  p h y s i c a l ,  menta l ,  
b l  ackrnai 1 ,  almost a1 ways admini s t e r e d  
by t h e  m a l c . . " 2 4  

H i s  d a t a  d e t m n s t r a t e s  a  r i se  e v e r y  year  i n  % h e  number o f  p a g e s  i n  

t h e  t e x t  devoted  t o  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y ,  H e  

a t t r i b u t e s  t h i s  r i s e ,  i n  p a r t ,  t o  t h e  1969 Suprerth? Court  d e c i s i o n  

i n  t h e  S t a n l e y  v. Georg ia  c a s e .  T h i s  d e c i s i o n  w a s  s e e n  by 

pub1 i s h e r s  and d i s t r i b u t o r s  i n  t h e  pornography i n d u s t r y  a s  a  

s i g n a l  for a r e l a x a t i o t r  o f  cc~trtrlrrlsi on portmgraptric mater i a l  . In  

b r i e f ,  t h e  judgement i n  t h i s  c a s e  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  an  i n d i v i d u a l  

canno t  b e  charged  w i t h  p o s s e s s i  ng o b s c e n i t y  i f t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  

the m a t e r i a l  on t h e i r  p r e m i s e s  for p r i v a t e  u s e ,  even though t h e  

m a t e r i a l  i n  q u e s t i c ~ n  might c o n t a i n  themes o r  d e p i c t i o n s  which 

would c o n s t i t u t e  o b s c e n i t y ,  The home was b e i n g  s i n g l e d  o u t  as 



s o m e  k ind  csf s a f e t y  zone. 

The T r a f f i c  and D i s t r i b u t i o n  Parcel o f  t h e  1970 Pornography 

Cornmissian c o n c u r s  wi th  S m i t h y s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  a s e r i e s  of ccturt  

c a s e s  gave  pub1 i s h e r s  of  " a d u l t  s on1 y" paperbacks  i n d i r e c t  

p e r m i s s i o n  t o  expand t h e  s e x u a l  c o n t e n t  of t h e s e  books. They 

p a i n t  t o  t h e  t r  i a1  s i nvol v i n g  M i  11 e r r s  Lug~i=-pf -Cgt?gey C 1964) 

and C l e l a n d p s  Fhmy,H&LL < 13663. Buth of t h e s e  books  cctntaincd 

numerous d e s c r  i p t  i o n s  a f  sexua l  a c t i v i t y ,  The C o u r t s  dec 1  a r  ed 

t huse  books n u t  obscene.  

The Panel  clcain~c t h a t  up ~ t n t  i 1  about  19G5 t h e s e  paperbac k s  

had p l o t  and c h a r a c t e r  development wi th  o n l y  50% of  t h e  book 

devo ted  t o  d e s c r i b i n g  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y .  T h i s  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  was 

c o n f i n e d  t o  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of f o r e p l a y  o r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ' s  s ta te  o f  

mind. There  w a s  no  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  g e n i t a l . 5 ,  p e n e t r a t i o n ,  o r  

uncummc~n s e x u a l  a c t s  l i k e  group s e x .  A g r e a t  d e a l  was l e f t  t o  

t h e  reader s i m a g i n a t i o n .  However, by 1969 t h i s  format changed. 

These "adul  tr o n l y "  paperbacks  became n o t h i n g  mare t h a n  a des -  

c r i p t i o n  o f  c o n t i n u o u s  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y .  The Panel  s t a t e d  t h a t  

t h e s e  paperbacks  a r c  l a r g e l y  w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  male, h e t e r o s e x u a l  

r e a d e r ,  The s e x u a l  a c t s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e s e  paperbacks  c o n c e n -  

t r a t e  l a r g e l y  on h e t e r u s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  b u t  o t h e r  s u b j e c t s  a r e  

d e a l t  w i t h  such a s  b e a t i a l i t y ,  p a e d o p h i l i a ,  n e c r o p h i l i a ,  and 

homosexual i ty .  They s t a t e d  less t h a n  10% of  t h e s e  bouks a r e  

w r i t t e n  f o r  t h e  m a l e  homosexual and 5% a r e  produced f o r  t h o s e  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  sadumasochism. 



I ~ g , Q z ~ , , ~ ~ ~ ~ f ~ g ~ e ~ - p n _ - Q ~ s _ g ~ ~ ~ ~ y Y ~ n _ d , - ~ ~ u _ f i g g ~ g ~ ~ y - ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

The widespread d i s t r i b u t i c t n  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  s f  pornographic  

m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  awareness  of  t h e  e a s y  a c c e s s i  b i Z i  t y  o f  

t h i s  material t o  young peop le ,  t h e  r e p o r t s  from l a w  enfcwcement 

25 o f  f i c i a1 s r e g a r d i n g  pur nography' s r o l  e i n  c r  i me , t h e  appearance  

o f  wagazinos 1 i ke  "Hust 1  e r  " w i t h  an  a r r o g a n t  s e x l v i o l  e n c e  f o r  m a t ,  

coup led  w i t h  t h e  adven t  o f  t h e  I snuf f  film9 f i t ~ a l l y  brought  a  

s w e l l  i ng wave of  a n t i  -por nogr aphy s e n t i  merit b a t h  i n  Canada and 

t h e  U. S. The r e s p e c t i v e  governments  were fo rced  t o  commission 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  c h a r g e s  t h a t  pornography c a n  have  s c r  i o u s  

a n t i - s o c i a l  e f f e c t s .  

The m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  cammission i n  t h e  Uni ted  States was t h e  

1970 Comrni ssi cm on Qbsceni  t y  and Fornogr aphy. T h i s  Cummi ssi cm 

set o u t  to  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  cc~nnec t  i o n  between anti -%mi al 

a t t i t u d e s  and b e h a v i s u r .  The Commission c a r r i e d  o u t  a wide r a n g e  

o f  a t t i t u d e  s u r v e y s ,  l a b  exper iments ,  one  I o n g i t u d i n a l  s t u d y ,  and 

a f e w  p r u j e c t s  were conducted  w i t h  i n c a r c e r a t e d  s e x  o f f e n d e r s .  A 

T r a f f i c  and D i s t r i b u t i o n  Panel  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  examine produc- 

t i o n ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and p r o f i t s .  

Four t een  l a b  exper  i merrts were c a r  r  i ed o u t  f o r  t h e  

Commission l a r g e l y  on m a l e  c o l l e g e  s t u d e n t s  - o n l y  t h r e e  s t u d i e s  

t r i e d  t a a s c e r t a i n  t h e  impact  of pornography on a g g r e s s i v e  

behaviour .  A s  Diamond p o i n t s  o u t ,  t w o  of  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  l acked  a 

c a n t r a l  group. The one s t u d y  t h a t  d i d  have  a  c o n t r o l  group 

( t e s t i n g  f o r  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  a g g r e s s i v e  behaviour  a f t e r  exposure  



t o  a t 7  " e r o t i c "  f i l m )  found t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t ~ t s  d e l i v e r e d  s t r o n g e r  

s h o c k s  t u  c o n f e d e r a t e s  a f t e r  b e i n g  angered  and t h e n  v iewing a n  

" e r o t i c "  f i l m  w i th  an  a u d i o  t r a c k  conveying a g g r e s s i v e  messages. 

The s u b j e c k s  d e l i v e r e d  s h o c k s  o f  g r e a t e r  i n t e n s i t y  a f t e r  v iewing 

a f i l m  ccmbining a g g r e s s i o n  and s e x  t h a n  after v iewing n e u t r a l  

f i l m s  u r  f i l m s  d e p i c t i n g  a g g r e s s i o n  i n  a  nun-sexual c o n t e x t .  The 

outcome of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  w a s  c o u n t e r b a l a n c e d  by t h e  Commission 

w i t h  Washer 's (1970) s t u d y  which found t h a t  s u b j e c t s  were less 

l i k e l y  t o  v e r b a l l y  a g g r e c s  a g a i n s t  a  female af ter  viewing pornug- 

Y aphy . However, v e r b a l  aggr essi a n  i nc r  e a s e d  when s e e i n g  f u r t h e r  

pornugraph ic  f i  1  rns was c a n t  i ngent  on such  bshavi  our. 26 

The m a s t  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  r e s e a r c h  done f o r  t h e  Commission w a s  

t h e  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s t u d y  done i n  Denmark. T h i s  s t u d y  w a s  s a i d  t o  

have  proven t h e  c a t h a r s i s  t h e o r y ,  " t h e  mcwe you see, t h e  less you 

do."  Pornography was l e g a l i z e d  i n  Denmark i n  t h e  1•‹3G0p55 and d a t a  

seemed t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s e x  c r  i mes had cortsequent 1 y d e c r e a s e d  

(Ben V e n i s t e ,  196'31. 

I n  Walker 's  C1970) s t u d y ,  f o r  t h e  Commission, a s i g n i f i c a n t  

number of cclt-tvic t e d  s e x  o f f e n d e r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  pcrrtmgraphy had 

i nflcrenced t h e i r  behaviuur  . The r e s e a r c h e r s  derki g r a t e d  t h i s  

outcome a r g u i n g  t h a t  pornography w a s  j u s t  h e i  ng scapegoa ted .  In  

P r a p p e r y s  Ci970) work, males aged 1 6  t o  21 curnmitted t o  a rofurwt- 

a t o r y ,  had c o n s i d e r a b l e  exper  i e n c e  wi th  pornography. A 1  though 

t h i s  f a c t  w a s  acknowledged by t h e  Cammission t h e y  p o i n t e d  out 

t h a t  o n l y  3% of t h e  i n m a t e s  were i n c a r c e r a t e d  for a s s a u l t  and 

o n l y  2% f o r  s e x u a l   offense^.^' Y e t ,  62% of  t h e s e  inrrtaterj s c o r e d  

v e r y  h i g h  on a "peer  s e x  behaviour  index" ,  a g r e e i n g  t h a t  t h e y  



would p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a gang-bang o r  would r e s o r t  t o  g e t t i n g  a  

g i r l  drunk t o  o b t a i n  c u i t u s ( 6 9 5 ) .  There  w e r e  s e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  done 

w i t h  mar r i ed  coup1 es. T h e m  c o u p l e s  viewed pov nogr aphy t o g e t h e r  

and were t h e n  asked f o r  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n .  Husbands and wives  

t ended  t o  r e p o r t  s i m i l a r  r e a c t i o n s .  20 

T h i s  U.S- Cammission s t a t e d  t h a t  on t h e  b a s i s  of  its 

r e s e a r c h  nu harmful  e f f e c t s  c o u l d  b e  s a i d  t o  s t e m  f r o m  t h e  u s e  of 

pornography.  They recommended a r e l a x a t  i o n  o f  c o n t r o l s  ut~ 

pornography.  

T h i s  Cuw~mission h a s  been c r i t i c i z e d  € C l i n e ,  1974; McCorrnack, 

1978; Diarfmnd, 1380) f o r  its l i b e r a l  b i a s .  The Cha i rpe r son  and 

wtembers of t h e  Board belonged t o  t h e  American C i v i  1 t i  b e r t  ies 

Union. K e a t  i n g ,  a d i s s e n t i n g  member o f  t h e  Cummission, a rgued 

t h a t  t h i s  g roup  made up its c u l f e c t i v e  mind be fo rehand  t h a t  t h e  

u s e  of pornography doeti n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a n t i - s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  

and behaviour  and t h e r  a f o r e  s u p p r e s s e d  or ig twr  ed r c s e a r c h  t h a t  

i m p l i e d  n e g a t i v e  s f  f e c t s  from t h e  u s e  of parnography.  Although 

t h e  Commission c la imed  t h a t  pornography h a s  a n e g l i g i b l e  e f f e c t  

on behav iour ,  v e r y  f e w  s t u d i e s  done f o r  t h e  Commission a c t u a l l y  

examined t h e  impact o f  pmrnogr aphy un behavi  our .  Re-eval uat i on  of 

t h e  s t u d y  done i n  Denmark (Eysenck and Nias ,  1978; Diamond, 1'380; 

R i  di  ngt  on, 1983) h a s  demonst r a t  ed  t h a t  a1 though t he r  c may have  

been a d e c r e a s e  i n  less s e r i o u s  s e x u a l  of f o n s e s ,  such  as peeping 

o r  e x h i b i t i o n i s m ,  t h e r e  was no t  a d e c r e a s e  i n  r ape .  29 In  197G 

Court  and Bachy b o t h  main ta ined  t h a t  s i n c e  1969 r a p e  ra tes  i n  

Copenhagen have  r i s e n  and a r e  much h i g h e r  t h a n  s t a t i s t i c s  %en 

y e a r s  e a r l i e r .  A l s o  C o u r t 7 s  (1984) work i n  Hawaii i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  



when c o n t r o l s  on porncrgraphy a r e  l i f t e d  r a p e  r a t e s  i n c r e a s e ,  when 

c o n t r o l e  are reimposed r a p e  r a t e s  d e c l i n e .  

Compounding t h e  problems i n  t h i s  body o f  r e s e a r c h  wikh 

1 i b e r a l  b i  a s ,  rnethcdol o g i  c a l  problems,  and s l o p p y  u s e  n f  t e r  -- 
minology ( e r o t i c a ,  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t ,  and pornography g e t  used  

i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y ) ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  by male r e s e a r -  

c h e r s  u s i n g  a p reponderance  uf male s u b j e c t  pupul a t  i uns. 

McCormack (lW8I m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  i n  t h e  s t u d i e s  done w i t h  c o u p l e s  

v iewing pornography t o g e t h e r ,  t h e  women may v e r y  w e l l  have  been 

i n t i m i d a t e d  by a m a l e  r e s e a r c h e r  and t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  t h e i r  

husbands  when asked  abou t  t h e i r  r e a c t  i o n  t o  t h e  purnography. She  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l  ts of t h e s e  s u r v e y s  and exper  i ments  may 

have  been q u i t e  d i  f f e r e n t  w i t h  female  r e s e a r c h e r s  d e s i g n i n g  and 

c a r r y i n g  o u t  r e s e a r c h  or i f t h e  s u b j e c t  p o p u l a t i o n s  had c o n t a i n e d  

SOY. worften. 

A1 though t h i s  body of r e s e a r c h  is f 1 awed and puabf emakic i t  

is t h e  l a r g e s t  p r o j e c t  t o  d a t e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  examine t h i s  phenom- 

enon and p r o v i d e s  u s  w i t h  a n  e x t e n s i v e  d a t a b a s e .  T h i s  r e s e a r c h  

is, however, growing q u i t e  out -dated .  

Lh~,Se~c~aL,Esm~Lkteff~n_n_E~~t?ct~~rreh,~Y~n_d,-~~~~~~k~k~~~-L~2@2~ 

I n  Canada, t h e  pub1 i c  c o n t r o v e r s y  s u r r o u n d i n g  pornography,  t h e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  o b s c e n i t y  l a w ,  and t h e  f a i l u r e  uf t i g h t e r  

cus toms and p o s t a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  t o  sitem t h e  f l o o d  of  pa rnugraph ic  

m a t e r i a l  from t h e  U.S., produced t h e  appointment  o f  t h e  S p e c i a l  

Committee on  Pcrrnography and P r o s t i t t r t i o n  ( r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  

F r a s e r  Commi t tee a f t e r  i t s  Chairman). T h i s  Cornmi t tee w a s  ap- 

29 



p a i n t e d  i n  1983 t o  e v a l u a t e  the s i t u a t i o n  i n  Canada w i t h  r e s p e c t  

t o  pornugr aphy and pr  oduce  r  ecommendat i on5 f u r  l e g a l  and s o c  i a1  

refarrn. I w i l l  f c ~ c u s  can t h e  r e s e a r c h  and recc~w~rnendations on 

pornography. I w i  11 d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h i s  Committee r e 1  i e d  

h e a v i l y  un non-Canadian d a t a ,  and t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  some 13f 

t h i s  d a t a  t o  t h e  Canadian e x p e r i e n c e  is q u e s t i o n a b l e .  

The Commi t t ee, compr i s e d  u f  t hr ee men and four  women, 

commissiuned e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  way pornography 

h a s  been d e a l t  wi th  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  tsuch a s  t h e  U.S. and 

B r i t a i n .  N o c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  was c a r r i e d  o u t .  T h e C u m r d t t e e  

under t o o k  t h e  l e g a l  r e s e a r c h  themse lves ,  examining ccmparat  i v e  

l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  and weighing t h e  impact of pro- 

posed l a w  r e fo rm can c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g u a r a n t e e s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  

Ccsmmittee had t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  p u b l i c v s  

c h i e f  c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  pornography;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  conducted  

r tat ionwide pub1 i c  h e a v i n g s  i n  twenty-.two Canadian c i t i e s ,  The 

Committee w a s  e x p e c t e d  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  guvernment on t h e  c u r r e n t  

s i t u a t i c s n  i n  Canada w i t h  r e s p e c t  t u  a c c e s s  t o  pornography and t h e  

impact ctts s o c i e t y .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  Committee had t o  look  a t  b o t h  t h e  ques- 

t i o n s  of pornography and p r o s t i t u t i o n  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y .  T h i s  f a c t  

l i m i t e d  t h e  t i m e  and r e s e a r c h  t h a t  c o u l d  b e  devo ted  k o  pounug- 

raptly. I s a y  u n f o r t u n a t e  because  t h e r e  is so l i t t l e  Canadian 

d a t a  on t h e  s u b j e c t  uf pornography. Why i t  was f e l t  t h a t  t h e s e  

t w o  x l c i a l  problems s h c ~ u l d  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  cotscurrent  l y  is 

u n c l e a r .  R e s e a r c h e r s  f o r  t h e  Carmi ttee Ce. g. McKay and Do1 f  f , 
19843 complained of t h e  l a c k  of Canadian d a t a  an  a s p e c t s  of t h e  



subject , espec i a1 1 y the i mpor t ant and cont rover si a1 quest i ons on 

the connect ion between rape and pornography. They also iden- 

tified a lackof dataon (1)  thecantent sf pornography, (2) the 

use of children as participants in production, and (33 marketing, 

distribution, and consumer patterns in Canada. As a result of the 

lack of Canadian research, the Committee had to rely on research 

and legal solutions carried out in other countries, such as the 

U.8. The relevance for Canada of methods adopted in other coun- 

tries to deal with pornography, especially the U-S- is unclear- 

Canada's experience with pornography is dissimilar to that of the 

S Fur example, there is very little domestic production uf 

pornography taking place. Canada gets 90% of its pornography 

frorft the U.S. The Canadian situation is unique and cowtplex and 

needs to be investigated in its c~wn right. 

McKay and Dolff did an appraisal for the Committee of the 

existing social scientific research regarding the impact of 

pornography on saciet y, part ici pant s, and consumers, The 

conclusion of these researchers was that no systematic research 

is available which demonstrates =harmv to the public or the 

consumer ('341. The research which does demonstrate negat ive 

effects is not, for these authors, persuasive. They admit, 

however, that the database is not sufficient to support firm 

concl uai ons, 

With respect tu the impact of pornography c~n society, McKay 

and Dolff make two claims. First, "there is no systematic re- 

search evidence which suggests a causal re1 at ianshi p between 

pornography and the moral i ty of Canadian society" (933. No explan- 



a t i o n  is o f f e r e d  r e g a r d i n g  what c c ~ n s t i t u t e s  m o r a l i t y  o r  what is 

t h e  supposed cannect icm.  What t h e y  s e e m  t o  b e  a d d r e s s i n g  is t h e  

concern  of c o n s e r v a t i v e s  t h a t  widespread a v a i l a b i l i t y  of pornog- 

ri-\g~P~y c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  moral decay  o f  s o c i e t y  by encourag ing  

i n f i d e l i t y ,  p r o m i s c u i t y ,  v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e ,  and t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  of 

youth. The a u t h o r s  s t a t e  c l e a r l y  t h a t  Canadian d a t a  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  impact of pornography on t h e  community is miss ing .  What t h e y  

d o  l o o k  a t  is r e s e a r c h  frur11 t h e  U.S. on neighbouvhood d e t e r i o r a -  

t i o n  as a r e s u l t  o f  s t r i p  j o i n t s  and a d u l t  b c ~ o k s t o r e s  c~pening up 

i n  c e r t a i n  curnmnunities. But, c a n  a curfiparison b e  made i n  t h i s  

way? Are t h e r e  comparable " a d u l t  zones"  i n  v a r i c ~ u s  communit ies  

i n  Canada? 

The s e c  ond corrc 1 tmi on t h e  r e s e a r  c  her  s Y e a c  hed i s t h a t  " t h e r e  

is no s y s t e m a t i c  r e s e a r c h  e v i d e n c e  a v a i l a b l e  which s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

i n c r e a s e s  i n d c v i  a n t  behavi  our .  . , a r e  c a u s a l  X y r el a t  ad t o  

pornugraphy"C93). For t h e  mument t h i s  is c o r r e c t .  But ,  Ccturt 's  

f 1984) s t u d y  i n  Hawaii demuns t ra ted  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  af r a p e  

i n c r e a s e d  when c u n t  r o l s  on pornography were re1 axed and d e c r e a s e d  

when c o n t r o l s  were r e i n t r o d u c e d .  T h i s  s t u d y  c o n t r a d i c t e d  t h e  

e a r l i e r  f i n d i n g s  i n  Copenhagen. These c o n t r a d i c t o r y  f i n d i n g s  a r e  

n o t  acknowledged by McKay and Do1 f f .  

The conc l  u s i u n s  of t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  r e g a r d i  ng consumers were 

t l-,t,.;!. t h e r e  was no  p e r s u a s i v e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  I 1  1 viewing pornog- 

r aphy  c a u s e s  harm t o  an  a d u l t  o r  (2) t h a t  v iewing pornography 

c a u s e s  an a d u l t  t o  harm o t h e r s .  30 W e  cannot  weigh t he impor tance  

o f  t h e s e  c o n c l u s i o n s  u n l e s s  w e  know what t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  c o n s i d e r  

T t~aumr ,  which is a c o n t e n t i o u s  i s s u e ,  and what t h e y  mean by 



q p e r s u a s i v c  evidence. '  

The i r  f i r s t  conclusictn i g n o r e s  r e s e a r c h  such  as  Zil lman & 

Bryan t ,  (19823 which d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  mass ive  v iewing of pornog- 

r a p h y  can  harm a d u l t s  by inc reas i t zg  s e x - - c a l l o ~ t s e d  a t t i t u d e s  

towards  women and womenPs i s s u e s .  In  t h e  same s t u d y  d e s e n s i t i r a -  

t i o n  t o  r a p e  o c c u r r e d  th rough  mass ive  e x p o s u r e  t o  pornography. 

S u b j e c t s  t r i v i a l  i z e d  r a p e  and demons t ra ted  a subsequen t  l a c k  o f  

compassion f o r  r a p e  v i c  t i m a .  The r e s e a r c h e r s  de imnst  r  a t  ed  t h a t  

a f t e r  mass ive  v iewing of  pornography s u b j e c t s  though t  t h a t  

uncormon s e x  p r a c t i c e s ,  f u r  example, group s e x  ccr anal i n t e r -  

c o u r s e  were more common t h a n  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  a r e .  The r e s e a r c h e r s  

s p e c u l a t e d  t h a t  a viewer l abour  i n g  under t h e s e  misconcep t ions  

c o u l d  t h e r e f o r e  b e  encouraged t o  exper iment  wi th  uncommon s e x  

p r a c t i c e s  unwelcomed by t h e i r  p a r t n e r .  Alsoy  t h e y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

t h e  viewing of  t h e s e  uncommon s e x  p r a c t i c e s  c o u l d  c r e a t e  d i s -  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  o n e X s  s e x  l i f e  or s e x  p a r t n e r .  

There is s a m e  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e s e  s p e c u l a t i c ~ n s .  

Russe l  1 s C1975) s t u d y  on s e x u a l  a b u s e  i n  San F r a n c i s c o  r e v e a l e d  

t h a t  women were r e p o r t i n g  d i s t u r b i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  a f  

male v iewing o f  pornography. Ten p e r c e n t  of t h e  women i n  t h i s  

s t u d y  (N=9293 r e c o u n t e d  e p i s c ~ d e s  of male p a r t n e r s  want i n g  t h e  

women t o  ifftitate a c t s  which t h e  men had viewed i n  pornograph ic  

magazines o r  f i l m .  These a t t e m p t s  were o f t e n  accompanied by 

ver  bal o r  p h y s i c a l  c o e r  c  i on. The a c t s  demanded i n c  1 uded group  

s e x ,  a n a l  p e n e t r a t i o n ,  s l a p p i n g  and h i t t i n g ,  b e s t i a l i t y ,  ob . jec t3  

i n  t h e  vag ina ,  and u r i n a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  mouth. Because t h e  sub. jec t  

p o p u l a t i o n  was a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  one ,  i t  w a s  g e n e r a l i z e d  that 10% 



o f  t h o  a d u l t  female  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  %an F r a n c i s c o  would r e p o r t  

s i m i l a r  d i s t u r b i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s ( 2 2 4 ) .  We a l s o  know f r o m  e a r l i e r  

r e s e a r c h  t h a t  consumers have  s t a t e d  t h a t  o n e  of  t h e  l i k e l y  

13utcomes caf u s i n g  pornography is t o  g e t  i d e a s  t o  t r y  o u t  w i t h  

o n e ' s  spouse.  T h i s  t y p e  of r e s e a r c h  is no t  d i s c u s s e d  i n  McKay 

and D a l  f f p s  r ev iew af t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  

On t h e  b a s i s  of suhrniss ions  such a s  McEay and Do1 f  f ' s  t h e  

Commi t t ee made recommendations t o  t h e  government r e g a r d i n g  1 a w  

r e f  cwm. The Cummi t t ee g e n e r a t e d  a ser i es o f  r e c  ommendat i o n s  

o u t l i n i n g  t h e  t y p e  of material which shou ld  i n c u r  c r i m i n a l  

s a n c t i o n s .  I w i  11 b e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e s e  recommendat i o n s  i n  Chapter  

I 1  because  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ' s  t h r e e - t i e r e d  sys tem of c a t e g o r i z i n g  

f f~ater ia l .  t ies  i n t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  a d e f i n i t i o n  of  pornography. 

In c u n c l u s i u n ,  t h e  r a p i d  growth i n  t h e  pornography i n d u s t r y  

and t h e  changes  i n  c o n t e n t  and a v a i l a b i l i t y  have  r a i s e d  s e r i o u s  

c o n c e r n s  r e g a r d i n g  pornography 's  impact on  sc tc ie ty .  In  r e s p o n s e  

t o  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s ,  t h e  governments  i n  Canada and t h e  U.S. have 

under t a k e n  i n v e s t  i g a t  i u n s  i nCo t h e  e f f e c t s  13f pornography tct 

d e t e r m i n e  whether pornography is a phenomena t o  b e  p r o t e c t e d  o r  

suppr  e s s c d  . 
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CHAPTER I I 

QEEL\~XL~QNL The an-Goi ng D i  1  emma 

I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  I w i l l  b e  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  problems and con- 

f u s i o n  siurrounding a  d e f i n i t i o n  of pc~rnc~graphy.  The u s e  of  

undef ined  t e rmino logy ,  d i f f e r e n t  terrnincilogy b e i n g  used t o  r e f e r  

t o  t h e  same material w i t h i n  one  document, and vague and p r o b l e -  

r r~a t i c  d e f i n i t i o n s  b e i n g  put forward a r e  common i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  

on pornography. The p rob le rw w i t h  terrninology and d e f i n i t i o n  

appear  t o  d e r i v e  from c a r e l e s s n e s s  and a  s e r i o u s  l a c k  of  consen- 

s u s .  T h i s  l a c k  of c o n s e n s u s a b a u t  d e f i n i t i o n  m a k e s u s e f u l  

d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  i s s u e s  d i f f i c u l t .  I w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h i s  

p o i n t  by examining t h e  u s e  af t e rmino logy  and d e f i n i t i o n  i n  

commentary a n  t h e  law and l e g a l  cases, r e s e a r c h ,  and ph i losoph-  

i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n .  

The i n c r e a s i n g  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t e rmino logy  stems 

l a r g e l y  f r o m  t h e  problems e x p e r i e n c e d  w i t h  t h e  term "obscen i ty" .  

T h i s  term h a s  been i n  use f u r  s e v e r a l  hundred y e a r s .  Bhsceni t y  

i n i t i a l l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  m a t e r i a l  which p ro faned  t h e  s a c r e d  b u t  

g r a d u a l  l y  came t o  encompass t h e  s e x u a l  o r  lewd. "Obscene" is 

p r e s e n t l y  used i n  Canadap 5 Cv i m i  rial Code. Otrseeni t y  comes f r  or t l  

t h e  L a t i n  ob cenum, "about  f i l t h "  and is def  ined  i n  t h e  Ean_d_pm 

&Isg Mct&zegry sf EhglFzh Lgqggaqg as mater ia l  which is 

" o f f e n s i v e  to  modesty o r  decency,  lewd; c a u s i n g  o r  i n t e n d i n g  t o  

cause s e x u a l  exc i t ement  car l u s t . " 2  Qbscene c a r r i e s  wi th  i t  a 

condemnati an o f  s e x u a l  i t y  which h a s  ccme t o  be ivbcveasingly 

u n a c c e p t a b l e  i n  a l i b e r a l  p e r m i s s i v e  s o c i e t y .  When t h e  



F r a s e r  Committee c a r r i e d  o u t  its publ  i c  h e a r i n g s  a c r o s s  Canada i t ,  

1984 t h e r e  was a c l e a r  ccensensus from t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  

o b s c e n i t y  b e  dropped as  i t  w a s  d a t e d ,  u n c l e a r l y  and i n c o n s i s -  

t e n t l y  d e f i n e d ,  and i n s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  entbracitrg t h e  t y p e  of  

m a t e r i a l  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e .  3 

LegaL Gassi 

To d i s c u s s  t h e  problems i n v o l v e d  w i t h  d e f i n i n g  pornagraphy,  

f w i l l  examine t w o  s i g n i f i c a n t  l e g a l  c a s e s  i n  Canada. Although 

p r e c i s e  d e f i n i t i u r r s  e r e  c r u c i a l  t u  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  l a w ,  t h e  

h i s t o r y  of c a s e s  brought  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t s  on o b s c e n i t y  c h a r g e s  

h a s  demonst r a t e d  t h e  problem w i t h  forwul a t  i n g  1 e g a l  1 anguage and 

tests f o r  such  o f f e n s e s .  A guod d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of  t h e  d i f f i c u l -  

L i e s  w i t h  i n t e r p r e t i n g  l e g a l  l anguage  and a p p l y i n g  tes ts  fctw 

" o b s c e n i t y "  is t o  rev iew t h e  Canadian c a s e  Doug Rankine Company 

and  Act I I X Video Prmhx.t i o n s  vs. t h e  Crown, t r i e d  by Judge 

Stephen E o r i n s  i n  1983. The Crown accused  Dnxtg Rankine Company 

and Act 111 Video F r o d u c t i a n s ,  I o c a t a d  i n  Toronto ,  of  d i s t r i b u t -  

i n g  obscene  publ  i c a t  i o n s ,  (25 v i d e o  c a s s e t t e  t a p e s ) .  The Judge 

had t h e  t a s k  o f  d e c i d i n g  whether t h e  v i d e u s  i n  q u e s t i o n  had 

v i o l a t e d  C.C .C .  S e c t i o n  159 (s) 8. T h i s  means t h e  v i d e o s  would 

have  t o  c o n t a i n  a n  undue e x p l o i t a t i o n  of s e x  o r  s e x  i n  any 

combinat ion  w i t h  v i o l e n c e ,  h o r r o r ,  c r ime,  o r  c r u e l t y .  T h i s  t m t i u n  

o f  "undue e x p l o i t a t i o n "  h a s  become a L e s t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e  

mater i a1  i n  q u e s t  i o n  h a s  e x c e ~ d e d  t h e  c u r r e n t  Canadian cummuni t y  

s t a n d a r d s  o f  t o l e r a n c e .  If  t h e  m a t e r i a l  is s a i d  tct have  exceeded 

t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  t h e n  i t  is c u n s i d e r e d  "ubscene".  



Two women spoke  as e x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s  f u r  t h e  Crc1wt-i i n  the 

above c a s e ,  Mrs, Walker, a  ~ ~ h o l : ~ l  t e a c h e r ,  had never  been o u t  of  

O n t a r i o  and t h e  Judge fel t  h e r  a t t i t u d e s  c c ~ u l d  n o t  b e  s e e n  a s  

r e f l e c t i n g  b roader  cctntemporary Canadian s t a n d a r d s  of  t o l e r a n c e ,  

She viewed a l l  t h e  t a p e s  as obscene .  The Judge s t a t e d  t h a t  h e r  

v iews  were t h a t  uf a  smal l m i n o r i t y  who h a l d  v e r y  s t r o n g  o p i n i o n s  

r e g a r d i n g  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l .  Hc~wever, t h e  Judge  d i d  

g i v e  weight  to t h e  e v i d e n c e  of Mrs. Rowlands b e c a u s e  he b e l i e v e d  

s h e  had more exposure  t o  a wide r a n g e  of p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  due  t o  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  was an alderwoman and a member of numerous 

commit tees  and o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  Toronto.  She b e l i e v e d  s c e n e s  of 

e x p l i c i t  s e x  would b e  t o l e r a t e d  but  s c e n e s  of sex w i t h  v i o l e n c e  

or c r u e l t y ,  a d u l t - c h i l d  s e x ,  buggery,  o r  d e g r a d a t i o n ,  c.g. men 

e j a c u l a k i n g  i n  wsmenrs f a c e s ,  would n o t  be t o l e r a t e d .  

The d e f e n s e  a rgued  t h a t  t h e  v i d e o s  d i d  no t  exceed community 

s t a n d a r d s  b e c a u s e  e i g h t  had been approved f a r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  by t h e  

Quebec Censor Board, c o n s i d e r e d  one of t h e  tougher  c e n s o r  boards ,  

and t h i r t e e n  had been viewed a t  Customs and p e r m i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  

T h i s  f a c t  posed a dilernrfia f o r  t h e  Judge. H e  d e c l a r e d  

t h a t  t h e  v iewing of t h a s e  twen ty - f ive  v i d e o s  was one  of  t h e  l e a s t  

p l e a s a n t  d u t i t x  of h i s  c a r e e r . '  H i s  ccmclus ions  a r e  i n f o r m a t i v e .  

Although l e n g t h y ,  I w i l l  r e p r i n t  s o m e  of h i s  r emarks  he re .  



"Although m y  t a s k  d o e s  no t  r e q u i r e  a c r i t i c a l  
r ev iew of t h e  f i l m s ,  I am bound to s a y  t h a t  
f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t  t h e y  a r e  i n s i p i d ,  d u l l  and 
b o r i n g ,  The common denuminatcw of t h e  f i l m s  
is t h e  a r t less  way i n  which s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  
is t r e a t e d . .  .most of them r e f l e c t e d  v e r y  
l i t t l e  l o v e  or t enderness . , .+he  motion p i c t u r e s  
d e p i c t  a wide r a n g e  o f  s c e n e s  o f  e x p l i c i t  s e x  
on t h e  p a r t  o f  a d u l t s ,  s i n g l y ,  i n  p a i r s  and 
i n  g roups .  These s c e n e s  i n c l u d e  d e t a i  l e d  
p o r t r a y a l s  of  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  g e n i t a l i a ,  
m a s t u r b a t i o n ,  c u n n i l i n g u s ,  f e l l a t io ,  and 
a n a l  i n t s r c o u r s e .  S t a n d a r d  f a r e  f o r  m o s t  of 
the f i l m s  is a t  l e a s t  c ~ n e  s c e n e  of l e s b i a n i s m  
and o n e  s e x  orgy.  . . s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  f  i l m s  have  
s c e n e s  which c o u p l e  v i u l e n c e  and c r u e l t y  w i t h  
s e x .  These  s c e n e s ,  such  as  s c e n e s  o f  bondage, 
f r e q u e n t l y  i n v o l v e  rt~en p e r p e t r a t  i n g  i n d i g n i t i e s  
on women i n  a s e x u a l  c o n t e x t .  I n  my o p i n i o n  
many of  t h e  f i l m s  a r e  e x p l o i t i v e  cmf women, paw- 
t r a y i n g  them a s  p a s s i v e  v i c t i m s  who d e r i v e  
l imit less  p l e a s u r e  from i n f l i c t e d  p a i n . .  . 
Whether d e l i b e r a t e l y  o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  most of  t h e  
f i l m s  p o r t r a y  d e g r a d a t i o n ,  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  v i c t i m i - -  
r a t i o n ,  and v i o l e n c e  i n  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a s  
normal and a c c e p t a b l e  behaviour  . l m 6  

Judge  Bor i n s  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  c h a r g e s  a g a i n s t  four  t e e n  of the 

f i l m s .  These f i l m s ,  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  were concerned ctnly wi th  

e x p l i c i t  p o r t r a y a l s  o f  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  and would n o t  exceed 

p r e v a i  1  i ng ccw~muni t y  s t a n d a r d s  ctf to1 e r a n c e .  The o t h e r  e l even  

f i l m s  h e  found t o  b e  obscene.  These  f i l m s ,  h e  c la imed ,  would 

" v i o l a t e  t h e  community s t a n d a r d s  of t o l e r a n c e  of Sodcm and 

s om or r ah. "' Sorite of t h e s e  f i 1 ms, h e  argued,  were coap l  et el y or 

p a r t i a l l y  concerned w i t h  t h e  con.juncti~:~n a f  s e x  and v i o l e n c e .  

The o t h e r  filmsj, which he d i d  no t  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f y ,  h e  b e l i e v e d  

were "obsceneN because  t h e y  were t o o  e x p l i c i t .  T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  is 

- u n c l e a r  a n d c o n f u s i n g .  T h i s  f i n d i n g  r a i s e s  t h e q u e s t i c m  of  how 

can  an  e x p l i c i t  f i l m  b e  too e x p l i c i t ?  



". . . i t  is t h e  d e g r e e  of e x p l i c i t n e s s  o f  t h e  
s e x u a l  a c t s  which l e a d s  me t o  t h e  conclu-  
si un t h a t  t h e y  exceed communi t y  s t a n d a r d s .  
I n  f i l m s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  i t  is i m p o s s i b l e  
t o  d e f i n e  w i t h  any p r e c i s i a n  where t h e  l i n e  
is to be drawn. To d o  so would be t o  a t t e m p t  
t o  d e f i n e  what may b e  i n d e f i n a b l e . " '  

Bor ins '  r emarks  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  w i t h  d e f i n i t i o n  

and tests a r c  as  p e r v a s i v e  i n  t h e  l e g a l  s p h e r e  a s  e l s e w t ~ e r e .  

A l l  o f  t h e s e  s a w  problems w i t h  d e f i n i t i c m  and tests w e r e  

mani f e s k  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Regina vs .  P ink T r i a n g l e  P r e s s .  The 

f i r s t  t r i a l  w a s  h e l d  i n  1979 Ccharges d i s m i s s e d )  and t h e  seccrnd 

t r i a l  upon appea l  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  1983. The S t a t e  charged Fink 

T r i a n g l e  P r e s s  w i t h  " u n l a u f u l l y  making u s e  of  t h e  m a i l s  f o r  t h e  

purpose  af t r a n s m i t t i n g  i n d e c e n t ,  immcwal, or s c u r r i l c ~ u s  

matt er . " 9  The m a t  ter i n  q u e s t i o n  w a s  an i s s u e  of Bgdy 

P o l i t i c  ,,,,,.,-I a  gay p u b l i c a t i o n .  T h i s  i s s u e  c o n t a i n e d  one  i n  a series 

o f  t h r e e  a r t i c l e s  e n t i t l e d  "Men Loving BOYS Loving Men," 

The Judge had d i  f f  i c u l  t y  w i t h  t h e  community s t a n d a r d s  test 

even though he  had o p i n i o n s  from e x p e r t  w i t n e s s e s .  He found t h e  

c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  from t h e s e  w i t n e s s e s  p rov ided  l i t t l e  

d i r e c t i o n  i n  d e c i d i n g  whether t h e  i s s u e  of  @gay f'glitir had 

exceeded t h e  t o l e r a n c e  of t h e  Canadian curomunity a t  l a r g e .  H e  

a x s o  found d e f i n i n g  i n d e c e n t ,  i r n m m a l ,  and s c u r r i l o u s  d i f f i c u l t .  

H e  u l t i m a t e l y  d i s m i s s e d  t h e  c a s e  on t h e  g rounds  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  

t a k e n  as a whole c o u l d  n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n d e c e n t ,  immoral or  

s c u r r i l o u s .  

In t h e s e  t y p e s  of c a s e s  t h e  Judge is b e i n g  asked  t o  d e t e r -  

m i n e  t h e  cc~ntemporary  1  eve1 of community t o 1  e r a n c e  i n  Canada f a r  

t h e  a v e r a g e  man and w o m a n .  But when he t u r n s  t o  w i t n e s s e s  from 



t h e  community f o r  g u i d a n c e  h e  o f t e n  g e t s  c o n f l i c t i n g  views. The 

Judge  is be ing  asked t o  b e  clb.jective abou t  a sub. ject  m a t t e r  which 

is e x t r e m e l y  p e r s o n a l  and v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e  o b j e c t i v e  abou t .  

S t i l l ,  t h e  Judge h a s  t o  make a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  Need less  tm s a y ,  

such  de te r r t t ina t iuns  have  been c o n f l i c t i n g .  J u d g e s  l i k e  J . A .  

Zuber have  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  t h i n k  o t h e r  judges  have e r r e d  

i n  t h e  way t h a t  t h e y  have  a p p l i e d  t h e  community s t a n d a r d s  t es t .  10 

Very l i t t l e  c o n s e n s u s  e x i s t s  about  how t h e  l e v e l  of community 

s t a n d a r d s  is t i t  b e  de te rmined .  

Phj.g.zgehLga& Ceggg~Lary 

1 f  w e  examine some o f  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  cammentary on t h e  

s u b j e c t  o f  pornography t h e  same problems w i t h  t e rmino logy  and 

d e f i n i t i o n  occur .  I have  chosen Fred  Berger and Ann G a r r y r s  

d e f i n i t i o n s  f o r  t w o  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  t h e i r  a r t i c l e s  on portlog-- 

r aphy  produced a s u b s t a n t i a l  r e a c t  i o n  and,  w x a n d ,  one 

cc~rnrnentatur is a l i b e r a l ,  t h e  o t h e r  a f e m i n i s t .  

Berger t l ' X V I ,  a l i b e r a l  camrnentatcw t h a t  w e  w i l l  b e  discus- .  

s i n g  i n  Chapter  111, d e f i n e s  pornugraphy i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  way. 

* , , . a r t  or l i t e r a t u r e  which e x p l i c i t l y  d e p i c t s  
s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  or a r o u s a l  i n  a manner hav ing  
l i t t l e  ar na a r t i s t i c  or l i t e r a r y  v a l u e .  ,I l i  

Berger  s ta les  t h a t  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  is f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of d i s c u s -  

s i o n  and acknc~wledges t h a t  i t  wiluld b e  a d i s a s t e r  i n  a l e g a l  

c o n t e x t .  But,  even i f  i t  is o n l y  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  of d i s c u s s i u n ,  

t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  is s t i l l  too vague; i t  d o e s  n o t  i d e n t i f y  what 

m a t e r i a l  is i n c l u d e d  and what is nu t .  Would C 1 e l a n d T s  Fgefiy H i & &  

f i t  i n t o  t h i s  d e f i n i t i c ~ n ?  The problem is t h a t  t h e r e  is n u  



d i s c u s s i o n  as t o  what c r i t e r i a  Berger  is a p p l y i n g  t o  d e c i d e  what 

m a t e r i a l  h a t  a r t i s t i c  o r  l i t e r a r y  va lue .  I f  w e  had some i d e a  o f  

t h e  c r i t e r i a ,  and examples were p rov ided ,  w e  c o u l d  feel more 

c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  w e  unders tood  B e r g e r r s  i n t e n t i o n s .  

Unl ike  Berger ,  Ann Garry  g o e s  i n t o  mcwe d e t a i l  about  what 

would be i n c l u d e d  i n  he r  d e f i n i t i o n .  She u s e s  t h e  f a l l o w i n g  

d e f i n i t i o n  i n  he r  a r t i c l e  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of whether or 

n u t  pur nogr aph y  i s mor a1 1 y a b j c c  t i unable .  

'$1 u s e  pornography t o  l a b e l  t h o s e  e x p l i c i t  
s e x u a l  rftater i a 1  s i n t e n d e d  t o  ar o u s e  t h e  r e a d e r  
o r  viewer s e x u a l l y .  I am i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o b v i o u s  
c a s e s  t h a t  would be u n c o n t r o v e r s i  a 1  1 y pornog- 
r a p h i c  - t h e  wors t ,  l e a s t  a r t i s t i c  k ind .  The 
pornography I d i s c u s s  is t h a t  which t a k e n  as a 
whole l a c k s  " s e r i o u s  l i t e r a r y ,  a r t i s t i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  
ctr s c i e n k i  f i c  m e r i t " .  12 

G a r r y  is c o r r e c t  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  irrtenticrt-r o f  t h e  rutaterial, but 

t h e  i s s u e  of what c o n s t i t u t e s  pornography h a s  been n o t h i n g  b u t  

e s n t r o v e r s i a l .  What is meant by t h e  "wors t ,  least a r t i s t i c  

k ind"?  D o e s  Garry  r e f e r  t c ~  l a w  budget p r c ~ d u c t i o n s  and p u b l i c a -  

t i o n s  w i t h  shabby sets, bad f i g h t i n g ,  poor p l a t  and c h a r a c t e r  

develcipment , or d o e s  s h e  r e f e r  t o  water  i a1 d e p i c t i n g  sadomasw- 

chisjut, r a p e ,  or p h y s i c a l  assat.tlt"/ And tct add,  a s  i f she is 

c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  m a t t e r ,  t h a t  i t  is pornography which t a k e n  as a 

whole l a c k s  "sericwii l i t e r a r y ,  a r t i s t i c ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  or s c i e n t i f i c  

m e r i t "  d o e s  n o t  h c l p .  The c o u r t s  have  been s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  

v e r y  t e ~ t  fcir y e a r s  wi th  c o n f l i c t i n g  de te rmina t iuns .13  T h i s  test 

has produced n o t  on1 y cunf l i c t  i ng d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  b u t ,  n o t  mare 

t h a n  t h r e e  judges  have  e v e r  been a b l e  t o  a g r e e  a t  one  time on t h e  

s o c i a l  o r  l i t e r a r y  v a l u e  of a  p u b l i c a t i ~ m  ur fi lro.  14 

I n  an  attewtpt t c ~  overcome t h e  problems b e i n g  g e n e r a t e d  by 



t h e  u s e  of  t h e s e  vague def  i n i  t i o n s  and t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between 

a c c e p t a b l e  and u n a c c e p t a b l e  m a t e r i a l ,  f e m i n i s t s ,  l i k e  G l o r i a  

Steinerf~,  have  i n t r o d u c e d  power a% t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e  t o  b e  

c o n s i d e r e d  i n  d e f i n i n g  pornography,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  m a l e  power over  

worvten. E r o t i c a ,  c o n s i d e r e d  a c c e p t a b l e ,  is d e f i n e d  a s  t h a t  

m a t e r i a l  which d e p i c t s  t h e  mutual enjoyment o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

w i t h  nct imbalance  of  power. * E r s t  i c a T  , Ste inem a r g u e s ,  d e p i c t s  

p a s s i  o n a t  e 1 ~:tve, s e n s u a l  i t y  and warmth. l5 Por nogr aptly, on t h e  

o t h e r  hand, is concerned w i t h  maXe dominat ion ,  v i  a1  encc ,  and 

conques t .  16 

The d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  u s i n g  t h i s  dichotomy between e r o t i c a  and 

pornography is t h a t  t h e  major i t y of parn~:~gr aph i  c m a t  e r  i a1  p re -  

s e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  f i t s  i n  n e i t h e r  c a t e g o r y .  Far  example, c a n  the 

c o n t e n t  of PLgybpy magazine b e  c l a s s i  f i e d  as  e r o t i c a  car pornag- 

raphy? The material can  no t  be  c o r r ~ i d e u e d  e r o t i c a ,  i n  S t e i n e m r s  

s e n s e ,  becar.t%a F_Xgybgy has s y s t e m a t i c a l  l y  i n f a n t  i 1 i zed women. 17 

Hefnor k s  w e l l  known f u r  h i s  vo lup tuaus ,  young, c h i  l d l  i ke, non- 

t h r e a t e n i n g  p l  aymatec. Adult  wamen wi th  power and autontmy a r e  

s e e n  as  t h r e a t e n i n g  and d i s t a s t e f u l . 1 8  While F'la_~b,c(y i n f a n t i e -  

l i z e s  women i t  d o e s  n o t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, i n c l u d e  a l a r g e  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n  comparison tc* o t h e r  p e r i o d i c a l s  l i k e  

Hust 1 e r  , a 1  though a d m i t t e d l y  v i o l  e n t  c a n t  e n t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  duv i ng 

t h e  p a s t  two decades .  19 

F u r t h e r  s u p p o r t  f a r  t h i s  c r i k i c i s r n  of  t h e  dichotomy o f  

e r o t i c a  and pornography,  is prov ided  by r e s e a r c h  dccne far t h e  

Fraseu  Committee. I n  1984 Pa l  y s  conducted  a c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  uf 

150 s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  v i d e o s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia. The 



c o d e r s  were g iven  t h e  t a s k  af c o u n t i n g  t h e  tsuritber of sex s c e n e s  

i n  t h e  v i d e o s  t h a t  d e p i c t e d  mutual p l e a s u r i n g  w i t h  no  imbalance  

of  power and t h o s e  s c e n e s  i n v u l v i n g  s e x  and a g g r e s s i o n .  

"During p r e t e s t i n g  o f  t h e  cod ing  scheme i t  
became c  1  e a r  t h a t  many s e x u a l  dep  i e t i a n s  
e x i s t e d  which f i t  i n  n e i t h e r  c a t e g o r y .  These 
w e r e  d e p i c t i o n s  i n  which two (or more) 
c o n s e n t i n g  i nd i  v i  dua l  s came t uge t  her  and en- 
gaged i n  s e x  and,  whi l e  t h e  d e p i c t  i o n  was 
nu t  a t  a l l  c o e r c i v e ,  nor was i t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
l a v i n g  and a f f e c t i o n a t e .  20 

Of t h e  150 v i d e o s  sawpled from t h e  a d u l t  and t r i p l e  x x x  c a t e -  

g o r i e s  o n l y  2.6% o f  t h e  s e x  s c e n e s  i n  t h e  a d u l t  c a t e g o r y  and 3.2% 

o f  t h e  s e x  s c e n e s  i n  t h e  t r i p l e  x x x  c a t e g o r y  w a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  

" e r o t i c a M  as Steitsem would d e f i n e  i t .  Only 2.6% o f  t h e  a d u l t  and 

1.2% o f  the t r i p l e  x x x  s e x  s c e n e s  w e r e  coded as c o n t a i n i n g  % h e  

cumbi n a t  i on af sex and a g g r e s s i o n .  

The p o i n t  o f  t h i s  discusisicm is t o  e x p l o r e  whether t h e s e  

terms e r o t i c a  o r  pornography,  d e f i n e d  as Steitsem s u g g e s t s ,  h e l p  

t o  s o l v e  o r  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  problems r e g a r d i n g  d e f i n i t i o n  and 

d i s t i t s c t i o n  between m a t e r i a l s .  I t s  my ~zlpinion, e r o t i c a  is a s  

p r sb lemat  i c  a s  t h e  t e r m  o b s c e n i t y .  The t e r w  t e r c ~ s F  comes from 

t h e  G r e e k  and is a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l o v e  and d e s i r e .  Steitsem, i n  

her  d i s c u s s i u n  of  what c u t s s t i t u t e s  " e r o t i c a N ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  

m a t e r i a l  d e p i c t s  " . .peop le  making l o v e ,  r e a l l y  making love ."21 

What d o e s  " r e a l 1  y  making l o v e "  mean? A s  S c b l e  p a i n t s  o u t ,  t h i s  

c r i t e r i a  seems t o  iritply t h a t  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  material, t o  b e  

a c c e p t a b l e ,  must p o r t r a y  s o x  i n  a  l a v i n g ,  committed r e l a t i a n -  

s h i p .  22 Gayle Rubin, whu h a s  w r i t t e n  on t h e  i s s u e  of  

pornugraphy and s e x u a l i t y ,  e l a b o r a t e s  on S o b l e t s  c r i t i c i s m .  



" . . . s e x  h a s  t o  occur  i n  a  c e r t a i n  way f o r  i t  
t o  be good. And the o n l y  l e g i t i f t ~ a t e  s e x  is 
v e r y  1 i m i  t ed . I t  ' s n u t  f c~cused  c~n  orgasm, 
i t ' s  v e r y  g e n t l e  and i t  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  
c o n t e x t  o f  a long-term, c a r i n g  r e l a t i c ~ n s h i p .  
I t ' s  t h e  m i s s i o n a r y  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  women's 
mover net^ t . 11 23 

I n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  pornography,  

p e r h a p s  the must t r o u b l i n g  segment uf t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  is t h e  

r e s e a r c h .  S o c i a l  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  is c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m o s t  

p e r s u a s i v e  e v i  d e n s e  one  can draw upon t o  s u p p o r t  argument and 

reco~tmendat  i o n s  about  the impact  and r e g u l a t i o n  of pornography. 

The problems w i t h  d e f i n i t i o n  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  r e s e a r c h  have  become 

i n c r e a s i n g 1  y a p p a r e n t  t h r o u g h  re -eva lua t  i o n  of  p a s t  r e s e a r c h  

methodolc~gy Ce.g. McCormack, 1878; Diamond, 1480:). R m i x t u r e  of  

ilndef i ned t e r  m i  no1 ogy e x i s t s  which h a s  caused  ccmf usicin and wade 

t h e  i mpl i c at  i o n s  f much r esear c h unc 1 ear. 

Some r e s e a r c h e r s  u s e  t h e  t e r m  " e r o t i c a "  CMasher, 1•‹371>, o r  

" a g g r e s s i  v e  and n m - a g g r e s s i v e  e r o t i c a "  (Ma1 arr~uth and 

Donners te in ,  18821, or v i o l e n t  erot i c a  CMosher , 1980). Q t h e r  

r e s e a r c h e r s  have  chosen " sexua l  1 y e x p l  i c  i t " and "obscene"  (The 

1970 U. S, Pornography Commi s s i u n )  or "pornogr aptly" (Ma1 amuth and 

Sp inner  , 19825 . 
Bar t  and Jazsa C19801 d i s c u s s  t h i s  m i x t u r e  of t e rmino logy  i n  

r e s e a r c h .  



" I n  much of t h e  r e s e a r c h  dune t o  d a t e ,  t h e  t e r m s  
pornography,  e r o t i c a ,  and e x p l  i c i  t s e x u a l  
material are used i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y .  T h i s  is an impor- 
t a n t  v a r i a b l e ,  a s  a  f i l m  showing t w o  p e o p l e  making 
l o v e  is much d i f f e r e n t  from one  p o r t r a y i n g  t h e  r a p e  
and murder of women f o r  male s e x u a l  s t imuf  a t  ion .  
D i s t i n c t i o n s  between t h e s e  terms must b e  a t  t h e  b a s i s  
of any v a l  i d  wor k i n  par  nogr aphy r e s e a r c h  . 11 24 

Examples of c o n f u s i n g  and undef i ned t e r  m i  nu1 ogy a r e  no t  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d ,  b u t  s o m e  a u t h o r s  cc~nfound t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  

mare d r a m a t i c a l l y  t h a n  o t h e r s .  fn an a r t i c l e  d i s c u s s i n g  the 

v a l u e  of  p s y c h a l o g i c a l  r e s e a r c h  t o  inform l e g a l  change,  Psnrod 

and Linz  C1980) i n i t i a l l y  u s e  t h e  terms "pornography" and 

"obw:enityl'  w i thou t  d e f i n i t i c w  o r  e x p l a n a t i o n .  L a t e r ,  i n  t w t >  

s h o r t  p a g e s  t h e y  manage t o  use ,  i n  a  v a r i e t y  of ways, j u s t  about  

e v e r y  term a v a i l a b l e ,  I n  t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  v i o l e n t  t r e n d s  i n  

t h e  m a s s  media, t h e y  t a l k  about  t h e  v b r u t a l i t y  chicr o f  h i g h  

f a s h i o n  magazines and r e c o r d  c o v e r s .  F i r s t ,  t h e y  v c f e r  t o  t h e s e  

d e p i c t i o n s  a s  " s o f t - c o r e  v i o l e n t  p~:trnographic irr~ages". * 1n t h e  

n e x t  s e n t  e n c e  t h e y  u s e  " aggr essii ve  por nugr aphy" and " aggr essi v e  

e r c t t i c a "  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l y .  The t i t l e  page of t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r  

r eadrj "Pr c e a x u t  i on of  Har d--Car e ?or nogr aphy under Exi s t i n g  t a w " .  

The i n a t k e n t i o n  t o  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of  t e r m s  l e a d s  to u t t e r  con- 

fus ion .  

Even t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  who appear  t o  have  a good g r i p  on t h e  

problems a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d e f i n i n g  pornography and t h e  subsequen t  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  r e s e a r c h  go on t o  make t h e  same 

m i s t a k e s  themselves .  In  t h e i r  r ev iew of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on 

par  nugr aphy f a r  t h e  Fr aseu  Cummi t t ee, McKay and Dul f f  C 1984) 

p o i n t  o u t  t h e  c h a o s  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e g a r d i n g  d e f i n i t i o n .  



"Furnogr aphy seems t o  a t t r a c t  ex t r  e w e s  i n  
d e f i n i t i c ~ n :  so narrow Ce-g. o p e r a t i o n a l  
def  i n i  t i u n s  i n  s p e c i  f i c  e x p e r i m e n t s )  as  to  
l i m i t  any  g e n e r a l i z a b i l i t y  t o  o t h e r  forms 
o r  s i t u a t i o n s ;  or,  so broad a5 t o  r e n d e r  
i t  u n u s a b l e  i n  everyday p r a c t i c e . " 2 6  

These  a u t h o r s  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  o n e  of t h e  g o a l s  of s i c i e n t i  f i c  

i n q u i r y  is t o  a r r i v e  at  a common d e f i n i t i o n  o f  terms t o  avctid 

c o n t  i n u o u s  c u n f u s i  on r e g a r  d i n g  t h e  phenomenon under s c r u t i n y .  

They a r g u e  t h a t  d e  f i n i  t i u t ~  a r e  fundarrm~t a1 i n  g e n e r a t  i ng con-- 

s t r u c t s  and f u r m u l a t i n g  t h e o r y ,  t h e r e f o r e  w e  need t o  a r r i v e  a t  a 

cunsensus  r e g a r d i n g  d e f i n i t i o n  s o  t h a t  w e  a r e  a l l  s t u d y i n g  and 

d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  same t h i n g .  They m a i n t a i n  t h a t  "the f a i l u r e  to d o  

s o  can  o n l y  r e s u l t  i n  c a n f u s i a n ,  e r r o n e o u s  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  and 

f a1  1  a c  i u u s  c ompar i s o n s .  ,127 

T h i s  ic an i n t e l l i g e n t  and i n s i g h t f u l  s t a t e m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of d e v e l o p i n g  and prctviding a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  pornog- 

raphy. These statements a l s o  p o i n t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  academic 

community b e a r s  some r e s p ~ m s i b i l i t y  f o r  a d d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  

i n  t e r m i n o l  ogy and d e f i n i t i o n .  However, hav ing  pu t  t h e s e  s t a t e -  

ments  forward ,  McKay and D s l f f  p roceed t o  u s e  t h e  t e r m s  

t tpsrnographyl t  and " e r o t i c a "  i n t ; t = . ~ c h a t ~ g e a b l y  i n  t h e i r  paper  never  

d e f i n i n g  e i t h e r  one. 

Di ana  Russe l  1 ,  who conducted  a n  i rfipur t ank  s u r v e y  a n  s e x u a l  

a b u s e  i n  San F r a n c i s c o ,  r e c o g n i z e s  t h i s  problerri wi th  d e f i n i t i o n  

i n  r e s e a r c h ,  but; rnafntainsi t h e y e  are, i n  f a c t ,  t w o  prc~blerr~s.  



" F i r  st, d i s t i n c t  i o n s  a r e  r a r e l y  made b e t  ween 
e x p l i c i t  s e x u a l  rna te r i a l s . . .Second ,  p r e c i s e  
d e s c r i p t i c t t ~ s  o f  t h e  f i  lwm, p ic t tn res ,  o r  
s to r ies  used i n  e x p e r i m e n t s  a r e  u s u a l  l y  
l a c k i n g ,  so t h a t  i t  is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  know 
whether t h e  f i n d i n g s  are r e l e v a n t  t o  a n  e v a l -  
u a t i o g  of  t h e  e f f e c t s  of pornography or 
n o t .  I* (Russe l  1  d e f i n e s  parnagraphy a s  rnater i a l  
which d e g r a d e s  men, women, o r  c h i l d r e n ) .  

Russe l  1  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s u b j e c t  popul at i o n s  i n  r e s e a r  c  h  may r  espand 

d i f f e r e n t l y  to  material d e p i c t i n g  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  a twn- 

a g g r e s s i v e  c o n t e x t  and material d e p i c t i n g  t h e  combinat ion  of s e x  

and a g g r e s s i m .  W e  need t o  know t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  used 

i n  e x p e r i m e n t s  so w e  c a n  f u l l y  e v a l u a t e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  t h e  

f i n d i n g s .  

R u s s e l l ' s  c r i t i c i s m  is l e v e l l e d  a g a i n s t  r e s e a r c h  l i k e  t h a t  

o f  Howard, C l i f f o r d ,  and L i p t z i n  11'3703, and Donald Masher 

Ql97O). Howard s t u d i e d  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  pcwrmgraphy on t h i r t y - t w o  

w h i t e ,  a d u l t  c o l l e g e  males from a f f l u e n t  f a m i l i e s .  They wanted 

t o  " e v a l u a t e  the hyput h e s i  s t h a t  r e p e a t e d  exposur s t ct pornugr aphy 

c a u s e s  d e c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t ,  less respc~ t l se  t o  i t  and no 

1 a s t i n g  e f f e c t s  from i t  . "'' Thc exper  i m e n t e r s  used pornographic  

movies, stills, and p h o t o  magazines i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h .  The o n l y  

d e s c r  i p t  i vo i n f  o r  mat i a n  p rov i  ded concerned t h e  f  i lws, They were 

s a i d  t o  be s t a n d a r d  s t i m u l i  w i t h  g ~ m d  c o l c ~ u r  and f i l m  q u a l i t y  atwl 

t h o  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  r o o e r e t i c ,  group,  o r  male 

homosexual themes. 'jO The i n  f  ornlat i o n  prcrvi ded d o e s  he1 p  to some 

e x t e n t ,  b u t  i t  is n u t  s u f f i c i e n t .  "S tandard  s t i m u l i "  n e e d s  to b e  

e x p l a i n e d  f u l l y  a s  w e l l  a s  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  p rov ided  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c o n t e n t  of t h e  stills and p h o t o  magazines. The 

c o n c l u s i o n  of t h i s  r e s e a r c h  was t h a t  " e x t e n s i v e  e x p o s u r e  t o  



por nogr aphy r  e s u l  t s i n  d i  m i  n i  shed  r e s p m s e  when e x p o s u r e  t u i t i s 

e n f o r c e d ,  d e c r e a s e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  e i t h e r  s e e k i n g  i t  o r  l u o k i  ng a t  

i t  i f  i t  is p r e s e n t  , and d u e s  n o t  produce  any d e t r i m e n t  a1  o r  even 

11 31 e n d u r i n g  e f f e c t s . . .  . 
Mosher (1470) s t u d i e d  t h e  psycholctgical  r e a c t i o n s  t o  two 

pornograph ic  f i l m s  of 194 s i n g l e  males and 183 s i n g l e  females, 

a l l  o f  wharf1 w e r e  c o l l e g e  undergradua tes .  B e f o r e  v iewing t h e  

f i l m s  t h e  m a l e s  were g i v e n  a q u e s t i o n n a i r e  measuring s e x -  

c a l  l o u s e d  a t  t i t u d e s  toward wornen f r  ore whi c h t h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  c c ~ u l d  

a s c e r t a i n  which males s u f f e r e d  from a  t lhypermasculi t?e concern  

w i t h  s e x u a l  conques t ,  "32 The women were n o t  g i v e n  a s i r n i  1  ar 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  and behavi  our towards  

men. The e x p e c t a t  i cm w a s  t h a t  a f t e r  v iewing t h e  f  i l r n s  t h o s e  rftet? 

whct r a t e d  h igh  i n  t e r m s  of s e x - - c a l l o u s n e s s  (41%:) might b e  t r i g -  

g e r e d  i n t o  e x p l o i t a t i v e  s e x u a l  behavi  our b e c a u s e  t h e s e  men a1 so  

r e p o r t e d  u s i n g  p h y s i c a l  a g g r e s s i o n  and e x p l o i  t a t  i v c  t e c h n i q u e s  

s u c h  a s  " g e t t i n g  t h e i r  d a t e s  drunk,  showing them pornography,  or 

p r o f e s s i n g  l o v e  as  a means of g a i n i n g  c o i t u s .  "33 AS w e l l ,  an  

i n c r e a s e  i n  sex-ca l  l o u s e d  a t t i t u d e s  was a n t  i c i p a t e d .  However, 

c o n t r a r y  tl3 e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  w a s  l i t t l e  i n c r e a s e  i t ?  r e p o r t e d  

s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  twenty-four h o u r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f i l m s  and 

a d e c r e a s e  i n  sex--cal  loused  a t t i t u d e s .  

Masher usad  two f i l m s ,  C o i t u s  f and P e t t i n g  XI i n  which a 

h e t e r o s e x u a l  c o u p l e  i n d u l g e  i n  o r a l - g e n i  t a l  c o n t a c t  and 

i n t e r c o u r s e .  Masher d i d  p r o v i d e  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  f i l r f~s .  

Hc~wever, h e  t h e n  went ctt? t o  admit  t h a t  h e  had some concert? abou t  

t h e  a c t u a l  r e p r  esant a t  i v e n e s s  of  t h e  f i 1  w~s. 



"These f i  l n r s  were 1 i m i  t e d  tcc e s s e n t  i a l  l y  normal 
h e t e r s s e x u a l  behavi  cmr b e t  ween a coup1 e, a 1  -- 
though s a m e  would r e g a r d  f ell a* i o and cunni  1 i ngus  
d e v i a t i o n .  Ttrere w a s  nu a p p e a l s  t o  f et i s h i  sm, 
sadomasochi s m ,  hortoosexual i t y ,  p r o f a n i n g  t h e  
s a c r e d ,  o r  o t h e r  such  a c t i v i t i e s .  There  were 
fewer c l o s e u p s  and mare a f f e c t i o n  t h a n  is t y p i c a l  
of much pornography. In  my o p i n i o n  t h e s e . .  . 
f i l m s  would have  more appeal  t o  t h e  s e x u a l 1  y 
exper  i enced,  un i  nhi  b i  t ed adu l  t c ~ f  bo th  s e x e s  
t h a n  would most pornography,  which is o r i e n t e d  
toward a male a u d i e n c e  and more "kinky s e x .  11 34 

T h i s  admi s s i c r t ~  c a l l  s i t ~ t o  q u e s t  icm a t  once t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  t h e  

r e s e a r c h  b e c a u s e  t h e  f i l m s  were o b v i o u s l y  s e l e c t e d  c a r e f u l l y  fo r  

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t  g r  s u p  and w e r e  n o t  i n  t h e  a u t h o r  s own 

view, r  e p r e s e n t a t  i v e  uf most portragraptry, 

Mosher and Howard's f i n d i n g s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  1370 

Pornography Cornmissi on which was i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  1 i n k  between 

~3Orr\OgWay>hy and a n t i - s o c i  a1 trehavi our and a t  t i tuck .  On t h e  b a s i s  

o f  such  s u b m i s s i c ~ n s  t h e  Commission concluded t h a t  " f e a r s  about  

l e a r n i n g  such a t t i t u d e s  frcm t h e  medium were unwarranted .  11 35 

The Commi s s i c ~ n  recarmended a r e 1  a x a t  i un o f  c o n t r  01 s on por nug- 

raptry. 

The F r a s e r  Comrrri ttee i n  Canada never  p rov ided  a d e f i n i t i o n  

of  pornography . They d i  d , however, r ecammend r e p  1 as: i ng t h e  t e r  rir 

o b s c e n i t y  w i t h  t h e  t e r m  pornography. Regan E l l i s  o f  W.A.V.A.W. 

(Wclmetr Agains t  Vio lence  Agains t  Women) c la imed t h e  d e c i s i o n  trot 

t o  p r o v i d e  a de f i n i t  i utl of pornography w a s  f a t  a1 . 
". . . i t  ( t h e  Committee:) t r i e d  to p r o v i d e  
something f o r  eve ryone  f s h e  means h e r e  
ccctrservat i v e s ,  1 i b e r a l s ,  and feminis ts : )  
and succeeded  i n  c r e a t i n g  a t a n g l e d  mess 
of l e g i s l a t i v e  p r c ~ p o s a l s  r a n g i n g  from t h e  
p e r m i s s i v e  t o  t h e  r e p r e s s i v e .  I #  36 



However, t h e  Committee d i d  d i s c u s s  a d i s t i n c t i o n  between 

pornograph ic  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e i r  summary. They a rgued  t h e r e  was 

pornograph ic  material which w a s  s imply  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  w i t h  nu 

v i o l e n c e  or i 1  l e g a l  a c t s  p o r t r a y e d ,  and m a t e r i a l  d e p i c t i n g  s e x u a l  

e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  They s t a t e d  when t h e y  used t h e  term "pornographyM 

t h e y  used i t  i n  b o t h  s e n s e s  s iu tu l t aneuus l  y. T h i s  is a p e c u l i a r  

way o f  t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  c l a r i t y  i n  language,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  view of  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  a r g u e  f o r  d ropp ing  t h e  t e r m  " o b s c e n i t y *  and 

r e p l a c i n g  i t  w i t h  "pornography",  p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  impor tance  o f  

p r e c i s i o n  i n  l e g a l  1anguageCIO). I t  a l s o  s t r i k e s  o n e  a 5  q u i t e  

~ d d  t h a t  t h e  Committee would a r g u e  f o r  abandoning t h e  term 

" o b s c e n i t y "  b e c a u s e  i t  is a n t i q u a t e d  arrd t h e n  u s e  "lewd" i n  t h e i r  

d e f i n i t i o n  of e x p l i c i t  s e x u a l  conduct .  Using pornography i n  t h e  

b road  s e n s e  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  p u r p o s e s  might b e  a c c e p t a b l e  i f  t h e  

a u t h o r  was c l e a r  about  what m a t e r i a l  is b e i n g  i n c l u d e d  and 

excluded.  However, when one is i n  the p ~ s b t i ~ r ' t  o f  r e c ~ r m e n d i n g  

d e f i n i  tims f u r  l e g a l  p u r p o s e s  t h e n  c l a r i t y  and p r e c i s i o n  is of 

t h e  utmost irftpurtance. One cannot  s u g g e s t  r e p l a c i n g  "obsceni  t y "  

w i t h  "pornography" and t h e n  n e g l e c t  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  term. 

The Fraseu Committee d i d  m a k e  an  e f f o r t  t o  be c l e a r  about  

t h e  material which c o u l d  i n c u r  c r i m i n a l  s a n c t i o n  i n  t h e i r  pru-  

posed t h r e e - t i e r e d  sys tem o f  pornographic  maker i a1 . The f i r s t  

t i e r ,  and t h e  t i e r  which would i n v i t e  t h e  m o s t  s e r i c w s  p e n a l t i e s ,  

i n c o r p o r a t e s  m a t e r i a l  which 1) d e p i c t s  a p e r s o n  under e i g h t e e n  

y e a r s  of  a g e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  e x p l i c i t  s e x u a l  conduct  d e f i n e d  as 

d e p i c t i o n s  of v a g i n a l ,  o r a l ,  a n a l  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  was tu rba t  i o n ,  

s e x u a l l y  v i o l e n t  behaviour  Csexual a s s a u l t ,  p h y s i c a l  harm for  the 



purpose  of s e x u a l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  of  a v iewer ,  i n c l u d i n g  murder, 

bondage and masochism) b e s t i a l  i t y ,  i n c e s t ,  n e c r o p h i l i a ,  lewd 

t c u c h i n g  c ~ f  t h e  b r e a s t s  o r  g e n i t a l s ,  o r  t h e  lewd e x h i b i t i u t 3  o f  

t h e  g e n i t a l s :  2) a d v o c a t e s  o r  condones  the s e x u a l  a b u s e  o f  

c h i l d r e n  and /o r  3 )  w a s  made or produced i n  a way t h a t  caused 

a c t u a l  p h y s i c a l  harm t o  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  The secund t i e r ,  where 

1  ess s e r  i c ~ u s  pena l  t ies wc~uld a p p l y ,  i n c l u d e s  any m a t e r i a l  or 

per  fortfiance which d e p i c t s  s e x u a l l y  v i o l e n t  behaviour  , herj t i  a1 i t y ,  

i n c e s t ,  or nec rc tph i l i a .  The t h i r d  t i e r  would a t t r a c t  c r i rn ioa l  

s a n c t i o n s  o n l y  i f  i t  were d i s p l a y e d  or per  formed wi thou t  a 

warning t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a s  t o  i t s  n a t u r e  or i f  i t  w e r e  d i s p l a y e d  o r  

per  formed t o  p e r s o n s  under e i g h t e e n .  T h i s  t i e r  i n c l u d e s  v i s u a l  

pornograph ic  m a t e r i a l  or pe r fo rmances  which d e p i c t  v a g i n a l ,  oral ,  

and a n a l  i n t  er c c a r  se, marjturbat i on, 1  ewd t w c h i n g  or e x h i  b i  t i orr 

of t h e  b r e a s t  and /o r  gcn i  ta ls .  

I n  the f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  Canadian governrmnt has o n l y  re%- 

punded i n  p a r t  t o  t h e  F r a s e r  Cc~mmi t tee recommendatiuns. The 

government a p p e a r s  t o  have been i nf l uanced 1 ar g e l  y by t h e  ar gu- 

merits o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  who i n s i s t  t h a t  s e x u a l  imagery h a s  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  t o  b e  dangerous  and B i l l  12-114 was 

i n t r o d u c e d  i n  1986 nlaki rig sweeping c h a n g e s  t o  what ntater i a1 would 

b e  c o n s i d e r e d  portwgr aph i c and t h e r e f  o r  c open t o  p r o s e c u t i o n .  

T h i s  B i l l  was t a b l e d  as a r e s u l t  of  enormous p u b l i c  o p p o s i t i o n  to 

t h e  vague wording of t h e  b i l l .  The b i l l  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  

r e i n t r o d u c e d  a s  B i l l  C-54, T h i s  1 c g i r ; l a t i o n  i n c l u d e d  f i v e  d e f i n -  

i t i o n s  uf pc~rnography encompassing a broad r a n g e  of s e x u a l  l y  

c x p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l .  jli T h i s  bi.11 h a s  been t a b l e d  and h a s  n o t  been 
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We have s e e n  t h r o u g h  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  whether one  is 

invo lved  i n  l a w ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  d e b a t e ,  o r  

r e s e a r c h  t h e  qc tes t ion  of how b e s t  t o  d e f i n e  pcwnogr aphy and what 

material d e s e r v e s  p r o t e c t i o n  o r  n u t  is d i  f f i c u l t  and u n c l e a r .  

What t h o s e  i nvol ved w i t h  t h e  i s s u e s  surroutrdi  ng purnogr aphy have 

f a i l e d  t o  see is t h a t  t h e r e  is no pure ,  a b s t r a c t  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  

pcwnogr aphy. Every  d e f i n i t i o n  i s c o l  uured  by t h e  pr e v a i  1  i ng 

c u l  t u r  a1  a t  t i t u d e s  and v a l u e s  towards  s e x u a l  i t y  and t h e s e  a t -  

t i t u d e s  and v a l u e s  do not remain s t a t i c .  Any d e f i n i t i c ~ t r ,  i f  

c o d i f i e d ,  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  became i n a d e q u a t e  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  of 

p o s s i b l e  r easons .  T h e r e  is no end t a  t h e  m a t t e r  of d e f i n i t i o n ,  

D e f  i n i  t i o n s  appear  t o  depend l a r g e l y  an t h e  i n t e r e s t s  and 

p u r p o s e s  of t h o s e  d e v e l o p i n g  and u s i n g  them. I t  shsul d be c l e a r  

from t h e  problems I have  i d e n t  i f i e d  t h a t  e v e r y  a u t h o r  must 

pr  uvi d e  a def  i n i  t i o n  of pornography and r  e s c a r  c he r  s must go 

f u r t h e r ,  i n c l u d i n g  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of s e x u a l  m a t e r i a l s  used  i n  

exper iments ,  I t  m a y  be that c o n s e n s u s  r e g a r d i n g  d e f i n i t i o n  w i l l  

never  b e  comple te  b u t  a g r e a t  d e a l  mare ef f a r t  c o u l d  b e  pu t  in t13  

t r y i n g  t o  effect c o n s e n s u s  t h a n  h a s  been e x e r t e d  t o  d a t e ,  The 

problem is t h a t  r e s e a r c h ,  d e b a t e ,  and l e g a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  which 

have  been c a r r i e d  out t3r advanced have  been i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  vague, 

~=csnfusing,  o r  m i s s i n g  a1  t o g e t h e r .  T h i s  f a c t  c r e a t e s  a s e r i o u s  

o b s t a c l  e t o  u s e f u l  d i  s c u s s i  a n  arid r e s e a r c h  cwl pornography. 



I w i  11 make some s u g g e s t  i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  rrreasures w e  might 

err~pluy to overcome t h e  problerrrs I have  been d e s c r i b i n g .  In t h e  

f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t ;erminology l i k e  " s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t "  can be valu-. 

a b l e .  The term s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  is mora l ly  n e u t r a l  and c a n  b e  

used t o  r e f e r  t o  m a t e r i a l  i n  t h e  b r o a d e s t  s e n s e  which is con-- 

c e r n e d  w i  t h  nudi  t y  and s e x u a l  behav iuur  . Secondly ,  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  

w e  b u i l d  upm the t e r m  pornography d e f i n e d  rsmr e nar rowly  than 

s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  Csee page  571 and abandon terms l i k e  e r o t i c a ,  

t h a n a t i c a ,  e t c .  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of  consisteurcy.  I t  is not  t h a t  t h e  

t e rm pornography , f r o m  t h e  G r e e k  , meaning I w r  i t i ng about  p ros -  

t i t u t e s  and t h e i r  p a t r o n s v ,  is comple te ly  unprob lemat ic ,  b u t  i t  

is t h e  t e r m  mast wide ly  used at  p r e s e n t  and h a s  been i d e n t i f i e d  

by  t h e  pub1 i c  a s  a  mure appr opr i ate word than o b s c e n i t y  for t h e  

mateui  al. c u r r  s n t  1 y a v a i  1 a b l  c. A t  1 emt t h e  term pornography 

d o e s  no t  c a r r y  wi th  i t  t h e  c o n n e c t i u n  of s e x  w i t h  d i r t ,  ga rbage ,  

and f i l t h .  I f  d e m a r c a t i o n s  are n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e n  t h e  u s e  of 

a d j e c t i v e s  c o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d ,  such  as Wendel 1 , s  " c o e r c i v e  

por nogr aphy " . 41 

Deirrarcat i oras o r  sub-categcrr i .r?s which appear  r e p e a t e d l y  i n  

t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  t h e  t e r m s  " s a f t - c o r e 1 '  and "hard-core"  

pcrrnagwaphy. These  d i s t  i v t c t i o t ~ s  c o u l d  be u s e f u l  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  

c lmsensus  about  what m a t e r i a l  f a l l s  i n t o  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s .  Unfor- 

t u n a t e l y ,  t h e s e  t e r m s  too have  been used l o o s e l y .  

Kal l a n  and B r o o k s  C 1974) m a i n t a i n  t h a t  rLay$gy magazine 

escaped  c e n s u r e  when i t f i r s t  appeared  because  i t was p e r c e i v e d  

as "sof t -cure"  pornography. 



" I t  is a g e n r e  seeming ly  cummon to a1 l 
p o p u l a r  a r t s .  I t  is a s t y l e ,  t h e  s p e c i a l  
g e n i u s  c ~ f  which is t u  a t  o n c e  a r c u s e ,  
evoke,  and s t i r  -... b u t  never  tcs e m b a r r a s s  
t h e  a u d i e n c e .  Tamer t h a n  Deep T h r o a t  b u t  
b r a v e r  t h a n  K l u t e ;  a L a s t  Tango p e r h a p s .  11 42 

"Sof t -*ca rew is g e n e r a l  1 y ~ t s e d  t o  derjcviba r m t e r i a l  which 

u t i l i z e s  p a r t i a l  n u d i t y ,  s u g g e s t i o n ,  and s i m u l a t i o n  w i t h  n c ~  

p e n e t r a t i o n  shown, T h i s  t e r m  is u s e d  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  " h a r d - c a r e "  

which r e f e r s  t o  m a t e r i a l  d e p i c t i n g  g r a p h i c ,  c l i n i c a l  p o r t r a y a l s  

o f  g e n i t a l i a  and  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y .  An example would be a f i l m  i n  

which t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  engage  i n  p e n e t r a t i o n  of  v a g i n a  and /o r  

ar.tus, c u n n i l i n g u s  and f e l l a t i o .  Ustral ly  t h e  c a t e g o r y  "ha rd -ca re"  

a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y o f  viulencc5. W e  c o u l d  b u i l d  on t h e s e  

cat ego^ ies by c r e a t i n g  f u r t h e r  d i s t i n c t i o n s  s u c h  a% Mendel 1  ,s 

' c o e r c i v e  pornography.  C o a r c i v e  pornography would e x i s t  a t  t h e  

e x t r e r t ~ e  end of t h e  "hard-core"  categcwy,  C o e r c i v e  pornography 

wuuld i n c l u d e  m a t e r i a l  d e p i c t  i t q  i n v o l u n t a r y  bondage, p h y s i c a l  

a s s a u l t ,  r a p e ,  or murder i n  a s e x u a l  c o n t e x t  o r  a d u 2 t - c h i l d  

!%ex. 43 

For t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  t h a t  o f  s o c i c t l o g i c a l  

i n q u i r y ,  I w i l l  b e  u s i n g  a broad  d e f i n i t i o n  of pornography t u  

f a c i l i t a t e  an e x a m i n a t i o n  of a wide  r a n g e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  and 

r e s e a r c h .  I a m  u s i n g  a b r a a d  d e f i n i t i c ~ n  so I c a n  i n c l u d e  a l l  t h e  

material t h a t  h a s  been r e f e r r e d  t o  by t h e  v a r i o u s  c ~ r n m e n t a t o u s  as 

por twgraphy.  The cc~mmenta tors  c u n s i  d e r e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  wuuld 

. g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  I have i d e n t i f i e d  is pavnog- 

r a p h y  and t h a t  t h e  rnater ia l  I have  exc luded  is n o t  p o r n ~ g r a p h y .  

T h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  encompasses  t h e  terms t h a t  h a v e  been u s e d  by 

commenta tors  t o  d e s c r i b e  pornography.  I r e f e r  t o  t h e  u s e  of s u c h  



t e r m s  a s  " s a f t - - c u r e n  , "hard-core" ,  " a g g r e s s i v e  and non-agtgressi ~e 

e r o t  i c a " ,  " s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  ", "obscene",  e t c .  My broad d e f i n i -  

t i a n  would i n c l u d e  b o t h  s e x i s t  and non-sexis t  m a t e r i a l .  T h i s  

d e f i n i t i o n  wuuld a l s o  i n c l u d e ,  as  a s u b s e t ,  c o e r c i v e  p o r n ~ g r a p h y .  

(The u s e  of a d j e c t i v e s  t o  demarca te  mter i a1 when necessav  y 

follows from my p r e v i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n l .  I w i l l  i d e n t i f y  t h e  

s p e c i f i c  material which f i t s  i n t o  t h i s  s u b c a t e g o r y  so  t h e r e  w i l l  

b e  no  c o n f u s i u n  abou t  what material is b e i n g  r e f e r r e d  t o  by t h e  

u s e  o f  t h e  t e r m s  c o e r c i v e  pornography. I make t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  

among mater ia l  b e c a u s e  c o e r c i v e  pornography h a s  caused t h e  

greatest p u b l i c  concern  and is r e f e r r e d  t o  r e p e a t e d l y  i n  t h e  

1 i t e r a t u r e  as  t h e  m a s t  t r o u b l  i n g  and p r o b l e m a t i c  material. The 

term pornography h a s  heen used ie .g.  Steinewt) t o  r e f e r  t o  

m a t e r i a l  which is v i o l e n t  and t h e r e f o r e  o b j e c t i o n a b l e .  I do  no t  

u s e  t h e  t e r m  pornography i n  t h a t  s e n s e .  I u s e  t h e  t e r m s  c o e r c i v e  

purnography t s  r e f e r  ta  v i o l e n t  material. I assurfie t h a t  

pornography cou l  d be nan- toe rc  i v e  a ~ ~ d  non-sexi st. However, a t  

t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  morcsent, g iven  t h e  econorrtic and s o c i a l  cctntext ,  

i.e. c a p i t a l i s t  p a t r i a r c h y ,  m o s t  pornography is s e x i s t  and a 

s m a l l  per  c e n t  a g e  c o e r c  i ve. These are feat irr es a f contemporary  

pornography. I assume t h e s e  f e a t u r e s  wuuld change g i v e n  a 

d i  f f e r e n t  h i s t o r i c a l / c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t .  T h i s  working d e f i n i t i o n  

is used f u r  a n a l y t i c a l  and d i s c u s s i o n  p u r p o s e s  and is not  t o  be 

ccmstrued a s  a recummendation f u r  a l e g a l  c a t e g o r y  open t o  

c e n s o r s h i p .  f am d e f i n i n g  pornography a s  fed l a w s :  

Pornagraphy is material , whether v e r b a l ,  f i lmad, o r  p i c -  

t o r i  a1  which is deve loped  for t h e  pu imary purpose  of st i mul a t  i n g  



t h e  v iewer  ur  r e a d e r  s e x u a l l y .  Pcwnography is m a t e r i a l  which is 

c o m p l e t e l y  concerrred w i t h  t h e  d e p i c t  i o n  o r  d e s c r i p t i o n  of n u d i t y ,  

m a s t u r b a t i o n ,  v a g i n a l  a n d / o r  a n a l  i n t e r c c ~ u r s e ,  f e l l a t i o  and 

t u n n i  l i n g u s .  T h i s  de f  i n i  t i a n  i n c l u d e s  material conce rned  w i t h  

u r i n a t i c w ,  d e f e c a t i o n ,  enemas, sermim, and s p e c i  f i c  f e m a l e  body 

p a r t s ,  such a s  t h e  n i p p l e s  and  anus. The t s r  ~t c  o e r  c  i ve por nog- 

r a p h y  is used  t o  r e f e r  t o  m a t e r i a l  i n  which i n v o l u n t a r y  bondage, 

p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t  , r a p e ,  murder,  or aduf t - c h i  l d  s e x  is d e p i c t e d .  

T h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  would n o t  i n c l u d e  material which is f u r  t h e  

p u r p o s e  o f  pub1 i c  e d u c a t  ion, s u c h  a s  t h e  f  i l m  PJgZ;-&-t,~v_t;-fi~gr_y, 

news c o v e r a g e  or d m u m e n t a r i e s  on purnography o r  t h e  pornography 

i n d u s t r y ,  %ex e d u c a t i o n ,  ~ i e r f i c a l  o r  s e l f - h e l p ,  a b o r t i o n  i n f o r -  

ma t ion ,  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  or f a m i l y  p l a n n i n g .  
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In this chapter I will be examining the conservative and 

liberal explanations of  pornography. I will discuss the main 

arguments associated with each perspective, demonstrate the 

individual variation within the perspective, and finally, provide 

a critical summary. The discussion will be guided by the five 

criteria outlined in the Intraductian, I will be demonstrating 

that conservative and liberal argument regarding purnugraphy is 

gender-blind, oftet? overlooks the social construction of 

sexuality, and ignores the economic context in which the produc- 

tion of pornography takes place, 

Cunser -..,..-----...-.---- vat i ves 

Censer vat i ves gener a1 l y chavac ter i ze pay nogr aphy as danger - 
uus and corrupting, but their arguments range from the extrerwly 

repressive Meating,, 1970) to the moderate {Steiner, 19GS). 

Individuals 1 i kc Eeat ing argue for total suppression of pornctg- 

v aphy because it encaur ages ir r esponsi bl e behaviour , Ber ns 

(13713 also argues for suppression of parnugraphy but not of 

f i tevature with sexual content Ce.9. & - % ~ e y ~ & ~ - & p - & ~ ~ ~  av 

tJJyggg2). Stei ner , a1 though critical sf the debasement of human 

bei ngfj and r;exuali.f;y in pur nogr aphy, nsai nlai rt5 that censor s h i p  

does nut work. Cc~nsevvatives argue that i f pornography is not 

controlled the moral decay which results from it such as promis- 

cuity, infidelity, venereal disease, and corruption of youth will 



l e a d  t o  the downfal l  of democra t i c  s y s t e m s  of government. 

Purnography,  c o n s e r v a t  i v e s  be1 i eve, l e a d s  t o  soci a1 l y  harmful 

a t t i t u d e s  and behaviciur t h a t  undermine t h e  impor tance  i n  a 

dewtocratic s o c i e t y  o f  seli f - r e s t r a i n t .  The  c o n s e r v a t i v e  pe r spec-  

t i v e  i n c a r p c w a t e s  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  s e x  i t se l  f is dangerous  and 

must be  c a r e f u l  1 y c c r t ~ t r u l  l e d ,  Sexual  proreiscui  t y is s e e n  a s  

wanton se l  f -i ndul  getrce which 1  e a d s  t o  c h a o s  and mor a 1  anarchy.  

The conse r  v a t  i v e  v i  ewpoi n t  p o r t  r  a y s  t h e  i nd i  v i  dua l  a s  p a r t  

of a c o l l e c t i v e  sc1cial a r rangement  i n  which o n e  h a s  t h e  respon- 

s i b i l i t y  t u  obey t h e  nsrmc and r u l e s  u f  t h e  group,  These r u l e s  

i n c  1  tide b e i n g  a  pe r  scan of 'good c h a r a c t e r  ' , one  who u s e s  sel f - 
r e s t r a i n t  i n  r m t t e u s  s e x ~ r a l ,  and d o e s  n o t  i n d u l g e  i n  p r o m i s c u i t y ,  

i n f i d e l i t y ,  and hcmososua l i ty ,  T h i s  'goad c h a r a c t e r '  would 

i n c l u d e  s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  hard work, a r e s p e c t  f o r  denrcccratic 

s y s t e m s  uf government,  and an  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  young 

from moral currupticrrr,  O f t e n  c c r n ~ e r v a t i v e  t r e a t i s e s  f a l l  back ctn 

r e 1  i g i o u s  j u s t i  f i c a t i o t r s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  t r a t u r a l  o r d e r  of s o c i a l  

l i f e .  In  t h i s  n a t u r a l  o r d e r  God c r e a t e d  s e x  f o r  t h e  p u r p ~ s e  of 

p r o c r e a t i o n .  P r o c r e a t i v e  s e x  is t o  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  

c o n f i n e s  of  h e t e r o s e x u a l  rnarri age. The use o f  pornography would 

b e  a v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  o b l i g a t i o n  to  r e f r a i n  from 

wantonness and sel f - i  ndul  gence  i n  s e x u a l  m a t t e r s .  The mature  

a d u l t  i n  t h i s  s c e n a r i o  d o e s  n o t  i n d u l g e  i n  p r o m i s c u i t y ,  i n f i d e l -  

i t y ,  or t h e  u s e  of  pornography a s  t h i s  would s i g n a l  a r e g r e s s i o n  

to a n  i n f a n t i l e  s e x u a l i t y ,  an  o b s e s s i o n  w i t h  m a s t u r b a t i o n ,  animal  

a c t i v i t y ,  and debamwwtrt. 1 



The State i n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  argument is s e e n  as r e s p o n s i b l e  

t h r o u g h  l e g i s l a t i o n  and law enforcement  t o  p r o t e c t  s o c i e t y  and 

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f r o m  t h e  r a v a g e s  of pornography.  Pornography is 

s e e n  as  p e r p e t u a t i n g  irfimcwal, degrad ing ,  even dehumani r i ng i d e a s  

and imagery r e g a r d i n g  s e x u a l  i t y .  

From t h e  ccrrrservat ive v iewpoint  t h e  fharn.ls t h a t  s t e m s  from 

t h e  widespread a v a i  l a b i  1 i t y  of pornography is sweeping. Pornog- 

r a p h y  undermines and will e v e n t u a l l y  d e s t r o y  t h e  v e r y  s o c i a l  

f a b r i c  upon which s o c i e t i e s  a r e  so dependent  f o r  o r d e r  and 

s t a b i  1 i t y .  The remedy t o  t h e  d a n g e r s  posed by pornography is 

suppress ic in ,  S t  ei ne r  i 5 a rare e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  c a n s e r v a t  i ve 

p r s s c r i p t i o n -  

Conser v a t  i v e  a r  gurr~ent i n c l  t ides t h e  v i  ew5 of i ndi  v i  dua l  s l i ke 

Char 1 es 0 .  K c a t  i ng , a d i % s e n t  i ng member 13 f t h e  1970 Por nogr aphy 

Commission i n  the United  S t a t e s .  Kea t ing  was a l s o  t h e  c h a i r p e r -  

s o n  o f  a n  a n t i  -pornography group i n  Ohi 13. K e a t  i ng a r g u e s  t h a t  

a1 1 ~:mrnogr  aphy s h o u l d  be s u p p r e s s e d  b e c a u s e  of  i ts damaging 

e f f e c t s .  These e f f e c t s ,  a r g u e s  Keat ing ,  a r e  n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  u s e r  b u t  r e a c h  s o c i e t y  as a whole. He a t t acks  t h e  

1 i b e r a l  recummendat i u n s  of t h e  1970 Pornography Cormission t o  

relax c o n t r o l s  on pornography a s  a d v o c a t i n g  mural a n a r c h y  and 

p r s ~ m t i  ng a 1 i ber  t i n e  p h i  losophy.  Keat i ng i n s i s t s  God c r e a t e d  

soxt.tal i t y  t o  be s h a r e d  by h e t e r o s e x u a l ,  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e s  and 

l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of p r o c r e a t i o n .  In  h i s  view 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  s e x ,  which is promoted i n  pornography,  is p e r v e r s e .  

Keat ing  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  ach ieved  i t s  p l a c e  o f  



prominence i n  t h e  world due  t o  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  r e p r e s s i o n  of 

purnagraphers .  T h i s  r e p r e s s i o n  h e  c l a i m s  e x p l a i n s  t h e  c r e a t i v i t y  

and e x c e l l e n c e  uf t h e  U.S. sys tem and s o c i e t y .  I t  is u n c l e a r ,  

however, t o  what h i s t o r i c a l  o r  l e g a l  p r e c e d e n t  Kea t ing  is r e f e r -  

r i n g .  The U.8.  Customs Act of  1842 which d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  i n f l u x  

of  f o r e i g n  pornography,  w a s  t h e  o n l y  f e d e r a l  l e g i d  at  i o n  t h a t  

e x i s t e d .  The f e d e r a l  government l e f t  t h e  m a t t e r  l a r g e l y  to  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  States, who showed 1 i t  t le  i n t e r  est i n  suppr  essi ng 

pornography.  I n  1842 cmly one  s ta te ,  Vermont, had an  o b s c e n i t y  

s t a t u t e .  N o t  u n t i l  1973 d i d  a l l  t h e  S t a t e s  have  l e g i s l a t i o n 2  t o  

c o n t r o l  pornography. @ 

According t u  Kea t ing  t h e  l a w  is e s s e n t i a l  a s  a means of 

d e a l  i n g  w i t h  pornography. 

"No, t h e  S t a t e  cannot  l e g i s l a t e  v i r t u e  
cannot  make moral goc~dness  by mers ly  
e n a c t i n g  l a w ;  bu t  t h e  S t a t e  c a n  and 
d o e s  l e g i s l a t e  a g a i n s t  v i c e s  which 
p u b l i c l y  j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  v i r t u e  o f  p e o p l e  
w h ~  might p r e f e r  t o  remain v i r t u o u s .  
I f  i t  is no t  t h e  p roper  fu r rc t i an  o f  law 
t o  s f  f e r  c i t i z e n s  such  p r o t e c t i o n ,  t h e n  
what is i t?"3 

C o n s e r v a t i v e s  l i k e  Berns  <I9711 and van den Haag CI9d3) 

wc~uld a r g u e ,  1  i k e  K e a t  i n g ,  f o r  s u p p r s s s i o n  of portwgraphy bu t  not  

of l i t e r a t u r e  w i t h  siexual c o n t e n t .  Rerns  and van den Haag have 

w r  i t t en a r t  i c  1  es on por nography and c e n s o r s h i p  and t h e i r  a rgu-  

n ~ e n t s  have been c i t e d  on behal  f  of  t h e  S t a t e  Cthe p r u s e c u t i o n )  i n  

C 1 7  Much of  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  pornography i n  t h e  U.S. between 
1873 and 1915 was c a r r i e d  o u t  by a s e l f - p r o c l a i m e d  v i g i l a n t e  
c a l l  e d  Ant huny Cornst c ~ c  k. 



o b s c e n i t y  t r i a l s  Csee P a r i s  Adult T h e a t r e  vs.  L e w i s  R. S l a t o n ,  

Berns  f e e l s  t h a t  n o t h i n g  is g a i n e d  by a s o c i e t y  wallowing i n  

extended d i s p l a y s  of  p u b l i c  n u d i t y  and c o p u l a t i o n .  H e  a r g u e s  

t h a t  pornography h a s  p o l i t i c a l  consequences  t h a t  w e  need t o  

c o n s i d e r .  Graphic s e x u a l  d i s p l a y s  and u b i q u i  t c ~ u s  s e x u a l  rnater ial  

e n c o u r a g e s  s h a m e l e s s n e s s  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a f e e l i n g  t h a t  

a n y t h i n g  is p e r m i s s i b l e .  W e  are t o l d  by p o r n o g r a p h e r s  t o  g e t  r i d  

of our s e x u a l  hang-ups arkd f e e l i n g s  ctf ernbarrassmer~t and/or  

shame. Berns  m a i n t a i n s  t h e s e  f e e l i n g s  of  shame a r e  impor tan t  and 

n e c e s s a r y ;  t h e y  p r o t e c t  our  need f u r  p r i v a c y  and i n t i m a c y  i n  

s e x u a l  matters. V13yeur ism, Berns  c l a i m s ,  is b e i n g  promoted by 

pou nogr a p h c r s ,  and t h a t  is unna tu r  a1 and damaging, 

"Whereas s e x u a l  a t t r a c t  ictn b r i n g  man 
and woman t o g e t h e r  s e e k i n g  a u n i t y  t h a t  
c u l m i n a t e s  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  b e i n g  t h e y  
c r e a t e ,  t h e  voyeur mai n t  ai ns a d i  st ancc;  
and b e c a u s e  h e  m a i n t a i n s  a d i s t a n c e  h e  
l o o k s  at, h e  d o e s  no t  communicate; and 
b e c a u s e  h e  l o o k s  a t  h e  o b j e c t i f i e s ,  he 
makes a n  o b j e c t  of t h a t  which i t  is 
n a t u r a l  to  j o i n ;  o b j e c t i f y i n g ,  h e  is 
i n c a p a b l e  of u n i t i n g  and is t h e r e f o r e  i n -  
c a p a b l e  of love .  114 

Be rns  m a i n t a i n s  t h i s  s c e n a r i o  is bad enough on a n  i n d i v i d u a l  

b a s i s ,  b u t  i f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  p e o p l e  i n  a s o c i e t y  a r e  behaving i n  

t h i s  way, t h e n  an u n n a t u r a l  s i t u a t i o n  is c r e a t e d  which l e a d s  t o  

ty ranny .  Bernr  is s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  i f  l a r g e  numbers of pectple a r e  

hehavi  ng i rt a  shame1 ess and sel f - indu lgen t  wanner t h e  Stat r~ w i  1  1  

have  t o  t a k e  r e p r e s s i v e  measures t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  or t h e  s o c i e t y  

w i l l  c a l l a p s e .  Berns  a r g u e s  t h a t  e a r l y  f o u n d e r s  of rmdern 



densocr a c i  es 1 i Ice Ftousseatr, Washingt an ,  and J e f f e r s o n  wer e awar e 

t h a t  a  democracy w i l l  n o t  wurk wi thou t  c i t i z e n s  of pgoud c h a r a c -  

t e r , '  H e  i n s i s t s  t h a t  i t  is t h e  r e s p . c r n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  

government and t h o s e  making and a d j u d i c a t i n g  l aws  t o  m a k e  an  

e f f o r t  t o  "prsnsote t h a t  good c h a r a c t e r ,  i f  o n l y  by p r o t e c t i n g  t h e  

e f f o r t  of  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  such  as  t h e  Church and t h e  fami ly ,  

t o  n a u r i s h  and r m i n t a i n  i t .  '15 Pornography t h e n  is s e e n  as  under-- 

mining impor tan t  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  such  a s  r m r r i a q e  and t h e  

fami ly .  

Ernea t  van den Waag (19671 f o c u s e s  un t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  user of  

pornography.  Those who would c l a i m  t h a t  pornography h a s  no  e f  f e c  t 

are, i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  b e i n g  s i l l y .  W e  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  a s  a  s o c i e t y  

w e  have  no a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t s  frum t h e  u s e  of  pornuyraphy 

w i l l  he p o s i t i v e .  Although h e  a d m i t s  t h a t  n o t  a l l  r e a d e r s  of d e  

Sade  w i l l  engage i n  s a d i s t i c  a c t s ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  r emains  t h a t  

i t  c o u l d  happen, as  a l l  o f  u s  have  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  be  s a d i s t i c -  

" . . .not  a l l  r e a d e r s  of  M a r x  become M a r x i s t s  
b u t  s o m e  do; s o m e  nun- readers  might have 
became s o c i a l i s t s  anyway. Are w e  t o  s a y  
t h a t  Marx h a s  no  i n f l u e n c e ? "  6 

Van den Haag i n s i s t s  t h a t  a c t i o n s  a r e  i n f l u e n c e d  by i d e a s .  

Xdaas are p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c u l t u r e ,  and these i d e a s  a r e  

c e r t a i n l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by media. H e  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  need f o r  

s e x u a l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  r e s i d e s  w i t h i n  a l l  of u s ,  b u t  how t o  s a t i s f y  

t h o s e  n e e d s  comes from t h e  c u l t u r s .  

Van den Haag g o e s  f u r t h e r  t h a n  o t h e r  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  when h e  

d i s c u s s e s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  e f f e c t s  of  pornography. H e  c l a i m s  t h e  



i n d i v i d u a l  who u s e s  pornography w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  become d i s s a t  is -  

f  i e d  w i t h  s i m p l e  n u d i t y  <"sof t -core1 '  pcwnography:) and n i l  1  beg in  

to r e q u i r e  "hard-core"  pornography. And f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  van den 

Haag i n s i s t s ,  w e  must have  c e n s o r s h i p .  I f  w e  d o  n o t  r e s t r i c t  and 

c o n t r o l  pornography w e  w i l l  pay a  s e r i o u s  s o c i a l  p r i c e .  "Our 

s o c i e t y  w i l l  beccme e v e r  more c o a r s e ,  b r u t a l ,  anx ious ,  i n d i  f -  

f e r e n t ,  d e i n d i v i d u a l  i z e d ,  h e d o n i s t i c ;  a t  wurst  its e t h o s  w i l l  

d i  si n t  eg r  a t  e a1 t o g e t  he r .  " Pornography is b e i  ng charged h e r e  

w i t h  c r e a t i n g  a sweeping set  of t h r e a t e n i n g  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i c ~ n s .  

George S t e i n e r  C19651, a l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c ,  p r e s e n t s  a  much 

d i f f e r e n t  l i n e  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  argument.  He d o e s  n o t  a c c u s e  

pornsgr  aphy of  c r e a t i n g  mor a 1  a n a r c h y  but of c r e a t i n g  contempt 

f o r  s e x u a l i t y  and humanity. He warns t h a t  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  

p e r i o d ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by freedorft f o r  t h e  "uncensored  e r o t i c  

i m a g i n a t i o n "  and t h e  t o t a l  freedom of t h e  s a d i s t  may n o t  b e  a 

c o i n c i d e n c e .  

"Both a r e  e x e r c i s e d  a t  t h e  expense  
s f  someone else 's  humanity, of 
someone el ser 5 m o s t  p r  e c  i o u s  r i g h t  - 
t h e  r i g h t  t o  a  p r i v a t e  l i f e  of f e e l i n g . " '  

Stei ne r  r m i n t a i n s  t h a t  p o r n o g r a p h e r s  would do our imagining 

f o r  u s  i n  t h e  must mechanica l ,  sometimes b r u t a l  way and,  as a 

r e s u l t ,  w e  are u l t i m a t e l y  l e f t  empty and u n f u l f i l l e d  r a t h e r  t h a n  

s t i m u l a t e d  and u p l i f t e d .  Sexual  r e l a t i c m s ,  i n  S t e i n e r ' s  o p i n i c ~ n ,  

a r e  o n e  of t h e  " l a s t  b a s t  i o n s  o f  p r i v a c y  i n  an urban rtmss- 

t e c h n o c r a c y ,  and a  p l a c e  where w e  a t t e m p t  a t  t o t a l  communication 

and communiun wi th  a n o t h e r  human being.  '19 T h i s  p r i v a c y  a n d  



i n t i m a c y  a r e  p r e c i o u s  t o  S t e i n e r  and s h o u l d  b e  p r o t e c t e d .  The 

pornographer  s u b v e r t s  t h i s  1  a s t  p r i v a t e  p l a c e  and opens  i t  up f o r  

p u b l i c  s c r u t i n y .  

St ei ner  d u e s  n o t ,  however, advcca t  e censor  s h i  p  a s  m o s t  

c u n s e r v a t i v e s  do. H e  m a i n t a i n s  c e n s o r s h i p  d o e s n ' t  w o r k .  

Censorsh ip  f a i  1  s because ,  f i r s t  , t h e  c e n s o r s  a r e  just a v e r a g e  

peop le ,  1  i ke c~crrse lves ,  open t o  paor  judgement and d i s h o n e s t y .  

Second, t h o s e  p e o p l e  who r e a l l y  want a c c e s s  t o  a book o r  f i  l a  c a n  

g e t  i t  one  way o r  a n o t h e r .  

None of t h e  w r i t e r s  w e  have  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e  p r o v i d e  a  def in- ,  

i t i o n  of pornography. Although Berns  d o e s  m a k e  a d i s t i n c t i o n  

b e t  ween par  noyr aphy f never def i ned 3 and 1  i t er a t  crr e w i  t h eexcral 

c o n t e n t  such  as  ll.lyrjsjgg, One cou l  cl s p e c u l a t e  t h a t  c c ~ n s e r v a t ; i v e s  

mean all sexual imagery by v i r t u e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e  

sex t o  b e  dangerous .  But ,  t h i s  is p u r e  specu la t i c ln .  We r e a l l y  dct 

no t  know w i t h  any c e r t a i n t y  what t h e s e  c a m ~ ~ e n t a t s r s  mean when 

t h e y  u s e  t h e  term pornography. S t e i n e r  seems t o  b e  s u g g e s t i n g  

t h a t  pornography fnever  d e f i n e d ) ,  no  m a t t e r  what is d e p i c t e d ,  is 

an inva!eion o f  p r i v a c y  and n e i t h e r  pornographers ,  nor anyone else 

should be producing m a t e r i a l  d e p i c t i n g  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y .  Conserva- 

t i v e  w r i t e r s  seldom p r o v i d e  any s o c i a l  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  t o  

s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c l a ims .  They appea l  t o  o n e r s  common s e n s e  and 

u l t i m a t e  s e n s e  13f decency. 

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  n o t  t o  have  some sympathy w i t h  t h e  conse rva -  

t i v e  v iewpoint .  Must of u s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  s e x u a l i t y  is a n  i n t i m a t e  

and p r i v a t e  p a r t  of  our  l i v e s .  W e  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  c o n s e r v a t i v e  



c o n c e r n s  about  t h e  d e p e r s o n a l  i ra t  i on and mechan iza t ion  of s e x  

which m a k e  up much o f  t h e  a c t u a l  c s n t e n t  of pornography.  However, 

t o  see pornography a s  t h e  e v i l  mechanism which b r i n g s  t h e  down- 

f a l l  of s u c i e t y  is t o  i g n o r e  impor tan t  s o c i a l  and ecunurnic 

c o n d i t i o n s  which arc r e s p o n s i b l e  f a r  its presence .  There  is v e r y  

l i t t l e  r e f e r e n c e  i n  c o n s e r v a t i v e  argument t o  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t ,  

s e x i s t ,  consumer-c~r iented  s o c i e t y  i n  which w e  l i v e  -- a s o c i e t y  

t h a t  m a s s  marke t s  s e x  and i n  which t h e  pcwnsyraphy i n d u s t r y ,  as a 

powerful  p r o f i t a b l e  arm of t h e  N 1 a s ! 5  media, c a n  endure .  T h e r e  is 

l i t t l e  o r  nu d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  p roducers ,  

d i s i t r  i butcsrs, and consumers o f  pornography are men. A 1  though 

t h e r e  a r e  f l e e t i n g  comments made abou t  t h u  t r e a t m e n t  uf women i n  

p ~ r n ~ g r a p h y ,  i t  is g i v e n  n o  s e r  i o u s  cconsideraticm. F i n a l  1  y, t h e  

u s u a l  pr  enc r  i p t  i o n  recommended by c o n s e r v a t i v e s  is s u p p r e s s i c ~ n .  

It is u n l i k e l y  thak  g i v e n  khe  i n c r e a s e  i n  s e x u a l  perrr.~i%sivenerjs 

and t h e  e s c a l a t i o n  of e x p l i c i t  s e x u a l  c o n t e n t ,  even i n  g e n e r a l  

release f i l m s ,  t h a t  b l a n k e t  s u p p r e s s i o n  w i l l  b e  a c c e p t a b l e  by t h e  

p u b l i c .  A r e c e n t  s u r v e y  of  Engl ish-speaking Canadians  i n d i c a t e d  

a good d e a l  o f  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  s e x u a l l y - e x p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l s ,  72% of 

t h e  s u r v e y  p o p u l a t i o n  CN=10001 s a i d  t h e y  would watch nun-vio lent  

g imula ted  s e x  w i t h  no  g e n i t a l s  shown; 6 7 X  s a i d  non-vio lent  

s i m u l a t e d  sex w a s  a c c e p t a b l e  fcw t e l e v i s i c m i  a1 m o s t  ha1 f s a i d  

t h e y  would watch non-vio lent  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  r t ta ter ial  w i t h  

g e n i t a l  exposure .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e r e  is v e r y  l i t t l e  reason  t o  

assume t h a t  b l a n k e t  s u p p r e s s i m  is f e a s i b l e .  10 



!A.$qu_&~ 

The l i b e r a l  p o s i t i o n  s t a n d s  i n  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h a t  of  t h e  

c o n s e r v a t  ive .  L i b e r a l s  a r g u e  g e n e r a l  l y  f u r  maxi mum f reedum f o r  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  s e x u a l  freedom, wi thou t  undue i n t e r -  

f e r e n c e  from t h e  S t a t e ,  u n l e s s  t h e  e x e r c i s e  of t h a t  freedom 

impinges  urr t h e  r i g h t s  of o t h e r s .  L i b e r a l s  c o n s i d e r  cunsensua l  

s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  and t h e  u s e  of purnsgraphy to  b e  a p r i v a t e  matter 

f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  L i b e r a l s  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e  use of c e n s o r s h i p  

i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  parnography canno t  b e  j u s t  i f  i e d  due  t o  c o n s t i t u - -  

t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n s  t o  f r e e  speech.  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  a  g r e a t  deal. of 

t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  d a n g e r s  ctf c e n s o r s h i p  (e.g. Gaud- 

man, 1970; Hyman, 1970) r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c o n t e n t  and p o s s i b l e  

impact o f  pornagraphy.  T h i s  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  c e n s o r s h i p  is 

c a r r i e d  over  i n t o  blaming an i n c r e a s e  i n  pornography d e p i c t i n g  

f et i s h i  sm and sadomasochism on s e x u a l  r e p r e s s i o n  and c e n s o r s h i p  . 
CRY anhausens ,  1959; Goodman, 1970). 

1 - i b e r a l s  o f t e n  connec t  c e n s o r s h i p  wi th  s e x u a l  r e p r e s s i o n  

which, i n  t h e i r  cipinion, v i o l a t e s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of a democracy 

t c ~  allow i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  choose  what t h e y  w i l l  o r  w i l l  n o t  r e a d  o r  

u i  e w ,  The Krcsnhausens, f o r  esampl e, a r g u e  Ghat t h e  more a u t  hou'i -- 
t a r i a n  a p o l i t i c a l  sys tem and t h e  more ecanomica l ly  r e s t r i c t i v e  

t h e  less s e x u a l  freedom is accorded  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  I f  North 

America is a  r e a l  democracy t h e n  w e  must a l l o w  t o t a l  s e x u a l  

freedow. T h i s  freedom would i n c l u d e  t h e  u s e  of parnuguaphy. 

The l i b e r a l  p o s i t i o n  emlnodies a wide spectrurtt of  i n d i v i -  

d u a l s .  There  are t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who c a l l  thernsel v e s  s e x u a l  



l i b e r t i n e s ,  f e. g .  Kronhausens, 1959) who a r g u e  Zhat any r e s t r  i c -  

t i o n  un s e x u a l  freedom and porncqraphy is r e p r e s s i v e  and damaging 

and s i g n a l s  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p u r i t a n i c a l  p a s t .  Other  l i b e r a l s ,  

l i k e  Goc~drnan, c l a i m  t h a t  c e n s o r s h i p  c r e a t e s  t h e  need f o r  s a d i s t i c  

pornography and c o n t r  i b u t e s  to a  c u l t u r a l  c l i m a t e  where s e x u a l i t y  

is connec ted  w i t h  embarrassment and shame. Berger  (19831 a r g u e s  

t h a t  pornography is s e x u a l  f a n t a s y  and e n t e r  t a inment  which does 

n o t  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  a c t u a l  behaviclur . H e  also opposes  c e n s o r s h i p  

and is s u s p i c i o u s  of r e g u l a t i o n .  The c i v i l  l i b e r t a r i a n  p o s i t i o n ,  

r e p r e s e n t e d  by huge o r g a n i z a t i ~ m s  such a s  t h e  Canadian C i v i l  

L i b e r t i e s  A~i3sociation and the Pkstericat.1 C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  Union 

p u b l i c l y  a r g u e  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of  pornography from c e n s o r s h i p .  

Censor s h i p ,  they a r g u e ,  cannot- b e  t of er at e d  because  i t  v i  ol a t  es 

c o n s t i  t u t  icwal  p r o t e c t i o n s  to f r e e  speech.  However, t h e y  r e c e n t -  

1  y have  qua1 i f i ed  t h i  s p o s i t i o n  by pub1 i c l  y st a t  i ng t h a t  mat er i a1  

d e p i c t i n g  a d u l t - c h i l d  s e x  o r  m a t e r i a l  i n  which i t  c o u l d  b e  proven 

t h a t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  p h y s i c a l  1 y harrtted d u r i n g  prcsductiun s h o u l d  

n o t  b e  p r o t e c t e d .  T h i s  q u e s t i o n  of harm is v e r y  c e n t r a l  t a  

1 i b e r a l  a r  gurnent and rnor e e x p l a n a t i o n  i s n e c e s s a r y .  

The concep t  o f  harm i n  1  i b e r a l  argument o r i g i n a t e d  i n  John 

Stinart  M i  1 1  s phi  lusophy  on 1  i b e u t y ,  r i g h t s ,  and freedoms, 17tw 

cat1 o n l y  b e  j u s t i f i a b l y  p r e v e n t e d  from do ing  something i f  i t  can  

b e  demons t ra ted  t h a t  d o i n g  i t  impedes cv i n f r i n g e s  on t h e  free- .  

dams o r  r i g h t s  of o t h e r s .  What t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  has meant f o r  

pornography 1% t h a t  t h e  State h a s  no  b u s i n e s s  i n t r u d i n g  i n t o  

p r i v a t e  consensua l  s e x u a l  m a t t e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  u s e  of parnog- 



raphy.  

Much of  l i b e r a l  argument ,  a s  a  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  

of  s e x u a l  i t y  and pornography recommended by c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  s e e k s  

t o  v i n d i c a t e  s e x u a l i t y  and pornography by p r o v i n g  t h a t  t h e  u s e  of 

s u c h  m a t e r i a l  is no t  harmful .  l h i s  l i n e  of  argurnent o f t e n  res ts  

on  t h e  c a t h a r s i s  t h e o r y  which m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  pornography s e r v e s  a  

p o s i t i v e  f u n c t i o n  by a c t i n g  as  a s a f e t y  v a l v e ,  r e d u c i n g  p e r s o n a l  

and s o c i a l  t e n s i o n ,  a l l o w i n g  f a r  t h e  h a r m l e s s  r e l e a s e  of a n t i -  

s o c i  a1 tendenc  ies Ce. g. K r u n h a u ~ e n ,  1959; Eutch insky ,  1973; Ben- 

V e n i s t e ,  2971; Richards ,  1977; b e r g e r  , 1977.3 Most l i b e r a l  

argument which employs t h i s  i d e a  o f  c a t h a r s i s  r e f e r s  t o  men's use 

o f  pornography and t h e i r  subsequen t  t r e a t m e n t  of women. The 

r e l e a s e  of s e x u a l  t e n s i o n  and a g g r e s s i o n ,  513 t h e  argument goes ,  

o c c u r s  i n  a harm1 ess way; s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  o r  r a p e  a r e  avoided.  

One p i e c e  a f  r e s e a r c h  done f o r  t h e  1970 Pornugr aphy Ccmmi ssi cm, 

"The Danish Exper ience" ,  tbers-Vetsists, 19701 is f r e q u e n t  1  y c i t e d  

by 1  i b e r a l s  Ce.g. Eu tch insky ,  1973; D i  x m ,  1984)  as e v i d e n c e  t h a t  

a r e l a x a t i o n  of  c o n t r o l s  on pornography b r i n g s  a d e c l i n e  i n  s e x  

o f f e n s e s .  " T h i s  p i e c e  of  r e s e a r c h  h a s  become e x t r e m e l y  impor- 

t a n t  because  t h e  c a t h a r s i s  Cheury is s a i d  to  have  been proven a s  

a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c u l t u r a l  exper iment .  

L i b e r a l s  a r g u e  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  is any harm done i t  is o n l y  tu 

t h e  w i l l  i n g  u s e r  and t h a t  on t h e  whale pornography s h o u l d  be con- 

s i d e r e d  f a n t a s y  which d o e s  no t  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  a c t u a l  behavictur . 12 

The harm test h a s  came to mean t o  l i b e r a l s  t h a t  a c l e a r  demon- 

s t r a t i o n  must b e  made t h a t  t h e  consurrrptian of  pcwurography 



d i r e c t l y  c a u s e s  a n t i - s o c  ia l  behav iaur  . Demonst ra t ing  a d i r e c t  

c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between any two v a r i a b l e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s o c i a l  

phet~omena, is, o f  c o u r s e ,  d i  f f i c u l  t .  Such a harrc~ test d i s a r m s  

a n t a g o n i s t s  uf pornography u n l e s s  t h e y  can produce  the " r i g h t "  

ev idence .  What c o n s t i t u t e s  harm, and t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e v i d e n c e  

which must b e  produced,  h a s  been h o t l y  d e b a t e d  and c o n t e s t e d ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  by f e m i n i s t s .  W e  w i l l  e x p l o r e  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i c i s m  o f  

t h e  harm p r i n c i p l e  i n  t h e  next  s e c t i o n .  

T h e  l i b e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  s e x u a l i t y  is a c o n s i s t e n t l y  

p o s j . t i v e  one; s e x  is r e p r e s e n t e d  as a h e a l t h y  ht.t~~ian a c t i v i t y  t o  

b e  en.jayed and c e l e b r a t e d .  The harm f o r  l i b e r a l s  is t h e  u s e  of 

c e n s o r s h i p  as  a means of d e a l i n g  w i  t h  pornographyf L i b e r a l  

commentators  o f t e n  draw can s u p p o r t i v e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i f i c  r e a e a r c t ~  

Ce.g. Berger ,  $983; Dixon, 1984) which g e n e r a l l y  makes t h e i r  

a rguments  more p e r s u a s i v e .  Pr e s c r  i p t  i u n s  r a n g e  f  rcm do ing  away 

w i t h  a1 1 c c m t r o l s  sn s e x  and pornography,  r e g u l a t i n g  on1 y d i s p l a y  

and p u r c h a s e  of  pcwnagraphy, and s u p p r e s s i o n  of v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l  s 

d e p i c t i n g  a d u l t - c h i l d  s e x  or m a t e r i a l  where it c o u l d  b e  proven 

t h a t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  were p h y s i c a l l y  harmed. 

O n e  o f  the ear 1 i est i nf  1 uen t  i al books  on pornography w a s  

w r i t t e n  by E b w h a r d  and P h y l l  is Kronhausen, scl f-proclaimed 

s e x u a l  1 i be r  t i nes .  The K r  onhausens  are  psyc hol  ogi  st s i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  s e x u a l i t y ,  s e x  r e s e a r c h ,  and pcwnsgraphy. They have  been c r e w -  

d i t e d  w i t h  b e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  rnocjern r e s e a r c h e r s  t o  s u p p o r t  f u l l y  

t h e  c a t h a r s i s  t h e o r y  and t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  is c i t e d  f r e q u e n t l y .  I n  

t h e i r  1959 hook, e g ~ n g q ~ a g ~ y , a ~ @ , t ~ g - f , g g ~ ~ L h , f ~ ~ ~ j y c t r , r ; ~ g g y ~ g ~  



~~gtLr,~fgh&~a,g~~-E:~~~ggu_a_g~y, t h e y  a r g u e  f o r  an end to  s e x u a l  

r e p r e s s i o n  (which t h e y  blame l a r g e l y  on r e l i g i o n 1  and fo r  i n -  

c r  e a s e d  t ol e r  a n c e  t u w a v  d s  por nogr aphy . 
T h e  Krsnhausens  do  n o t  o f t e n  u s e  t h e  wcwd pornography i n  

t h e i r  t e x t ,  nor d e f i n e  i t ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  t i t l e  a f  

t h e i r  book. They spend a  g r e a t  d e a l  of  t i m e  making a  d i s t i n c t i s n  

between "erst i c r e a l  ism" i n  1  i t e r a t u r e ,  s ~ ~ h  a s  f , ~ d _ y _ C ~ g & & g ~ ~ ~ s r , ~ r ;  

Cq-gy and "hard-core  o b s c e n i t y " ,  l i k ~  t h e  c l a s s i c  V i c t o r i a n  p i e c e  

Ih*-egpm&. They a r g u e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  d i  f f er enc es bee ween 

s e x u a l  ly-or i e n t e d  m a t e r i a l ,  s o m e  m a t e r i a l  b e i n g  m o r e  v a l u a b l e .  

" E r o t i c  r e a l i s m "  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e y  m a i n t a i n ,  w i  11 b e  o b v i o u s  t o  

a r e a d e r ,  by  v i r t u e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s e x  w i l l  b e  d e a l t  wi th ,  

sometimes i n  a v e r y  g r a p h i c ,  a r o u s i n g  manner, bu t  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  

a f  a s t o r y  which examines  t h e  human b e i n g s r  l i  f e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  

The s e x u a l i t y  i n  " e r o t i c  r e a l i % m U  is shown i n  a l l  its p o s i t i v e  

and negat  i v e  mani f est at  i c:mc. The #r cmha~twms a r g u e  t h a t  t h i  s t y p e  

of  m a t e r i a l  is impor tan t  and e d u c a t i o n a l  because  i t  a l l o w s  t h e  

r e a d e r  to e x p l o r e  s e x u a l i t y  and t o  examine t h e  emot ional  a s p e c t s  

o f  s e x .  

" Har d-.c or e ubsccrni t y " , on E h e  o t h e r  hand, d o e s  no t  pr  nvi  d e  

t h e  t y p e  of b e n e f i t s  d e s c r i b e d  above a l t h o u g h  i t  dctes prcwide  

c a t h a r t i c  release. According L o  t h e  Krcmhausens, t o  be e f f e c t i v e  

"hard-core o b s c e n i t y "  must no t  d i s t r a c t  t h e  r e a d e r  w i t h  p l o t  and 

c h a r a c t e r  deveX apment or phi  l a s u p h i  c a l  d i  s c u s s i  cm, h u t  p rcwide  a 

s t e a d y  s t r e a m  of  s e x u a l  imagery, u s u a l  l y  beg inn ing  w i t h  p a r t i  a 1  

n u d i t y  and i nnuendo bui  1  d i n g  t o  s e x u a l  f r e n z y  and g r a p h i c  sexcnal 
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d e t a i l .  13 

The Kronhausens examine t h e  t h e m a t i c  c o n t e n t  of t e n  p i e c e s  

o f  pornographic  f i c t i o t p  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 

" e r o t i c  realism" and "hard-core  c ~ b s c e n i t y . "  In  t h i s  f i c t i o n ,  

e x h i b i t  iunism, voyeurism, and d e f l u r a t  i o n  of young v i r g i n s  were 

t h e  u v e r r  i d i n g  themes. Other  themes were i n c e s t ,  p r o f a n i n g  t h e  

s a c r e d ,  and f  l a g e l  l a t  ion. Lesse r  themes  d e a l t  w i t h  n e g r o e s  and 

Asiat ic?;  who were p o r t r a y e d  as  i n f e r i o r  and a n i m a l i s t i c  i n  t h e  

s c r i p t s .  

The Eronhausens  never  make c l e a r  why t h e y  spend so much time 

drawing t h e  d i s t i n c t i c m  between "hard-core  o b s c e n i t y "  and " e r o t i c  

u e a l i s r n * .  They d o  nu t  a r g u e  f o r  c e n s o r s h i p  o f  "hard-core  

o b s c e n i t y " ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  c l e a r l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  " e r o t i c  r e a l i s m "  

is more v a l u a b l e .  T h e i r  c l o s e  examina t ion  o f  t h e  t h e m a t i c  

c u n t e n t  of " h a r d - c o r e  u b s c e n i t y "  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  under taken  tct 

p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  of t h e i r  c a n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e  u s e  of  t h i s  

m a t e r i a l  p r o v i d e s  c a t h a r t i c  release. For example, t h e y  a r g u e  

t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  why t h e  theme of i n c e s t  a p p e a r s  so often is 

because  i t  is a s t r o n g  s o c i a l  t aboo .  P s y c h o a n a l y s i s ,  t h e y  c la im,  

p r o v e s  t h a t  many p e o p l e  have  l a t e n t  i n c e s t u o u s  d e s i r e s .  The use 

of  material w i t h  an  i n c e s t  theme p r o v i d e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a b e n e f i -  

c i a l  r e l e a s e  f o r  t h e s e  d e s i r e = .  However, no e v i d e n c e  is prov ided  

C23 One of t h e  p i e c e s  of pornography t h e y  looked a t  was 
produced i n  t h e  1700?s .  A number of t h e  p i e c e s  were never  d a t e d  
so t h e i r  age is unknown b u t ,  frcm t h e  l anguage  o f  the p i e c e s ,  
t h e y  a r e  c l e a r l y  f r t s rn  t h e  p e r i o d  1700 t o  185Ct. What t h e s e  d a t e d  
p i e c e s  of  pornographic  f i c t i o n  have  t o  do w i t h  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l -  
ah1 e purnogr aphy is unc 1  e a r ,  



t o  prove  t h i s  p o i n t .  

The Kronhausens c h a r a c t e r i z e  s e x u a l  i t y  a s  a power f u l  

b i o l o g i c a l  f o r c e  which must b e  g r a t i f i e d .  Sexual  r e p r e s s i o n  is 

u n h e a l t h y  and c u r t a i l s  a n a t u r a l  s e x u a l  c u r i o s i t y  un t h e  p a r t  of 

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  The c o n f l i c t  between s e x  d r i v e  and s e x u a l  

r e p r e s s i o n  c r e a t e s  embar Y assment , shame, and g u i  l t . 
"At tempts  at  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  of an  
i r r s t i n c t u a l  f o r c e  which h a s  a s  s t r o n g  
a b a s i s  i n  b i o l o g y  as t h e  s e x  d r i v e  
must be i n  keeping w i t h  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  
of human n a t u r e  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  t o  be  
h a r m f ~ t l  t o  t h e  develupment o f  t h e  i n -  
d i v i d u a l  and t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  s o c i e t y .  1, 14 

The Kronhausens condemn conse r  v a t  i vcs for p e r p e t u a t  i n g  

n o t i o n s  of romant ic  l o v e  LCI j u s t i  f y  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s .  They a r g u e  

t h a t  the c o n s e r  v a t  i v e  d e s i r e  t u  r  e p r  ess s e x u a l  i t  y  and s e x u a l  

imagery is wrong and h e l p s  t o  c r e a t e  a c l i m a t e  which c o n n e c t s  s e x  

w i t h  shame. T h i s  c l i m a t e  c a n  have  v e r y  s e r i o u s  and u n d e s i r a b l e  

" C l i n i c a l  e v i d e n c e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  g u i l t - .  
based  s e x u a l  i n h i b i t i o n s ,  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  
and r e p r  e s s i o n s  r e s u l  t i n per ve r  si u n s  
of t h e  s e x u a l  irfipulse, g e n e r a l  i n t s l -  
Xectual  d u l  X i ng, sadumasochi st i c 
i n c  1  i n a t  i o n s ,  u n r e a s o n a b l e  (paranaid:)  
suspiciorwi. .  . 1115 

The Kvunhausens s t a t e  t h a t  much o f  t h e  e v i d e n c e  t h e y  u s e  t o  

s u p p u r t  t h e i r  a rguments  is test irrmny f  rum t h e r a p i s t s *  c a s e  s t u d y  

m a t e r i a l .  They admit t h a t  t h e r e  r e a l l y  is not enough e v i d e n c e  

r e g a r d i n g  e f f e c t s  of  s e x u a l  materials t u  speak w i t h  a u t h u r i t y .  

However, t h i s  d u e s  n o t  p r e v e n t  them from embracing t h e  c a t h a r s i s  

t h e o r y .  



The Eronhausen 's  a n a l y s i s  is w e a k  i n  a number of  ways. 

F - i r s t ,  t h e y  con tend  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  pornographic  water  i a l  w i t h  an  

i n c e s t  theme p r o v i d e s  c a t h a r t i c  r e l e a s e .  There  is no way t h a t  we 

can  b e  c e r t a i n  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  l e a v e  t h e i r  f a s c i n a t i o n  w i t h  

i n c e s t  i n  t h e  rea lm of f a n t a s y .  Some i n d i v i d u a l s  may w e l l  be  

s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  f a n t a s y ,  o t h e r s  w i l l  a c t  i t  out.' ' Second, 

t h e  Kronhausens appear  t o  b e  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  the "hard-core  

o b s c e n i t y "  t h e y  looked at c ~ ~ l d  b e  used as a s e x  e d u c a t i c ~ n a l  

tool ,  Th ia  is extremely q u e s t i o n a b l e ,  Gfhat is i t  t h a t  young 

p e o p l e  w i l l  l e a r n  from r e a d i n g ,  f o r  example, Lhg-Lggcfvkws  

t4yeqg,m&tg, one of  t h e  bonks t h e  Kronhausens examined? T h i s  book 

d e p i c t s  t h e  r a p e  of  a young v i r g i n  fernale w i t h  t h e  a i d  of  her  

mather .  The young g i r l  is s t r a p p e d  dawn and t h e  mother sits on 

he r  head s o  s h e  w i l l  have  a b e t t e r  view of t h e  d e f l o r a t i o n .  17 

T h i r d ,  t h e  Kronhausens c h a r a c t e r  ise s e x u a l i t y  a s  a power f u l  

b i o l o g i c a l  fcwce which must b e  e x p r e s s e d  and g r a t i f i e d  o r  nega- 

t i  v e  consequences  w i  11 r e s u l t  for t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t y .  

T h i s  t y p e  of e x p l a n a t i o n  s u f f e r s  from what Rubin would c a l l  

" sexua l  e s s e n t i a l i s m .  " "  Here s e x  is an unchanging,  t r a n s h i s -  

t u r i c a l  f e a t u r e  sf t h e  human be ing ;  an  u n c u n t r u l l a b l e  n a t u r a l  

f o r c e .  There  is no r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  ccens t ruc t ion  of 

s e x u a l i t y  o r  i ts changing c h a r a c t e r  thr~=tugh t i m e  and s p e c i f i c  t o  

c u l  t u r  e. 

Xn t h e i r  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  Kronhausens commented on t h e  d i  f-. 

f e r e n t  t r e a t m e n t  of men and women, brought  o u t  by t h e i r  own 

c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s ,  b u t  t h e y  f a i l  t o  expand a n  what t h i s  i m p l i e s .  



A 1  so, t h e i r  c o n t e n t  a n a l  y s i 5  demonst ra ted  t h a t  peapl  e of  c o l o u r  

are s t e r e o t y p e d  a s  i n f e r i o r  and a n i m a l i s t i c  b u t  t h e y  d o  n u t  

comment on t h i s  outcome. 

Goodman, 1 i k e  t h e  Kronhausens, f e e l s  a1 1  c o n t r o l s  on pornog-- 

r aphy  s h o u l d  b e  r e l a x e d  b u t  h e  g o e s  f u r t h e r  i n  h i s  condemnation 

of  c e n s o r s h i p  and t h e  s o c i a l  problents,  h e  b e l i e v e s ,  i t  c r e a t e s ,  

Goodman, a l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c  and w r i t e r ,  c h a r g e s  c e n s o r s h i p  itself 

w i t h  c r e a t i n g  t h e  need f o r  what he c a l l s  " s a d i s t i c  pornography",  

inever  def  ined3  

".,.what i f  t h e  c e n s o r s h i p  i t s e l f ,  
p a r t  o f  a g e n e r a l  r e p r e s s i v e  a n t i -  
s e x u a l i t y ,  c a u s e s  t h e  e v i l ,  c r e a t e s  
t h e  need f u r  s a d i s t i c  pornography 
s o l d  a t  c r i m i n a l  p r o f i t * ? "  19 

Goodwtan f u r t h e r  a r g u e s  t h a t  censor  s h i  p pevver t s t h e  a t  t i t  u d e s  

towards  s e x u a l i t y  i n  t h e  community. tie condemns c u u r t  d e c i s i o n s  

l i k e  t h e  o n e  v i n d i c a t i n g  L g @ y - C h g t t e ~ & g y ~ - ~ - L g v e y  (U.S. 19GO) as  

n o t  b e i n g  p e r m i s s i v e  i n  t h e  r i g h t  way, These  j u d i c i a l  d e c i s i o n s  

d o  n o t  v i n d i c a t e  s e x u a l i t y .  In QctudmanVs o p i n i o n  t h e s e  dec i s i c lns  

a r e  st i l l  based on tests as t o  whether the m a t e r i a l  d i s p l a y s  "a  

shameful  o r  morbid i n t e r e s t  i n  aexW(453 .  In  t h i s  way t h e  c o u r t  

is f o s t e r i n g  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  s e x  is something to  b e  e r n b a r r a ~ s c d  

abou t .  

Goodman a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of o b s c e n i t y  which a r e  

b e i n g  a p p l i e d  i n  t h e  l e g a l  s p h e r e  condemn s e x u a l i t y .  H e  is 

c o r r e c t  i n  t h a t  "obscene" ,  i n  t h e  Canadian Cr iminal  Code, f o r  

example, is d e f i n e d  as  a p u b l i c a t i o n ,  p i c t u r e ,  model, phonograph 

r e c o r d ,  or  o t h e r  t h i n g  whatsoever  which e x h i b i t s  a n  "undue 



e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  sex" .  That is, t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of n m t e r i a l  which 

can  be r i g h t f u l l y  s u p p r e s s e d  u s u a l l y  i n c l u d e s  r e f e r e n c e  to 

p r u r i e n c e  o r  t h e  a t i ~ ~ u l a t i o n  of  l u s t f u l  t h o u g h t s .  Goodman a r g u e 8  

t h a t  t h i s  r e a s o n i n g  is wrong and is based on a " m i s e r a b l e  s o c i a l  

p o l i c y "  which creates a s e n s e  i n  s o c i e t y  t h a t  s e x u a l  e x p r e s s i o n  

is shamefu l ,  t h e r e b y  producing g u i l t  and a s s o c i a t i n g  l u s t  w i t h  

punishment and d c g r a d a t i u n .  I n  t h i s  way the Court u n w i t t i n g l y  

fosters a c  1  i mat e where sadamasschi  st i c  mater i a1  can  f l u u r  i s h .  20 

Gondrmn is r i g h t  t h a t  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of  o b j e c t  i cmable  

m a t e r i a l  are u n c l e a r  and Court  r u l i n g s  i n c o n s i s t e n t .  The C o u r t s  

are  s t r u g g l  i n g  w i t h  a n t i q u a t e d  ternsi nology l i k e  "obscene  and 

lewd" which a r e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  d e f i n e ,  a s  w e l l  as  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  

come t o  g r i p s  w i t h  a g r e a t e r  p e r m i s s i v e n e s s  i n  camrwnity 

t o l e r a n c e .  These are r e a l  dilemmas which need t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d  

b e f o r e  t h e  c o n f u s i o n  is g o i n g  t o  be r e s o l v e d ,  

Gocadman a r g u e s  t h a t  i f  w e  c o u l d  r e v e r s e  t h e  c l i m a t e  of at-rti- 

s e x u a l  i t y  and r e s c i n d  c o n t r o l s  un pornography,  w e  might even-. 

t u a l l y  g e t  back t o  a h e a l t h y ,  more r e l a x e d  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  

s e x u a l i t y .  T h i s  r e l a x e d  a t t i t u d e  would h e l p  r e d u c e  t h e  d e s i r e  

f u r  pornography. O t h e r s ,  1  i k e  t h e  Kronhausens, have  argued t h a t  

t h e  widespread a v a i  l a b i  1  i t  y of pornography would e v e n t u a l  1  y  

prctdnce boredom and a subsequen t  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  demand f o r  such  

m a t e r i a l .  According t o  J u d i t h  Bat-Ada, t h i s  s a t i a t i o n  h a s  no t  

ctccurred because  pornographers ,  j u s t  1  i k e  a d v e r t i s e r s ,  can  h i r e  

mar ket i ng a n a l  y s t  s and ot her  rmdi a speci a1 i st s t o  f i n d  uni  que  

ways of promoting t h e  p roduc t  and c r e a t i n g  demand.?' S a t i a t i o n  



might occur  i f  i t  were t h e  same p i c t u r e s ,  f i l m s ,  car p a r t i c i p a n t s  

appear  i n g  over  and over  a g a i n .  22 But, t h e r e  is e n d l e s s  va r  i a t  i o n  

i n  s e x u a l  s c e n a r i o s  and a seeming1 y v a s t  r e s o u r c e  of a c t o r s  and 

a c t r e s s e s  w i l l i n g  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  porno- 

graphy.  The c o n t i n u e d  growth i n  t h e  pcwnopraphy i n d u s t r y  s i n c e  

Wcwld War I 1  would i n d i c a t e  an i n c r e a s e  i n  d e s i r e  f o r  pounc~graphy 

no t  a d e c r e a s e .  

Goodman never  p r o v i d e s  a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  por rwgr aphy, a1  though 

h e  d o e s  draw a d i s t i n c t i o n  between pornography and s a d i s t i c  

parnography.  H e  never  c l a r i f i e s  what t y p e  o f  r m t e r i a l  f a l l s  i n  

e i t h e r  c a t e g o r y .  I t  is c l e a r  f r o m  h i s  l i n e  of argument t h a t  he  

b e l i e v e s  s e x u a l i t y  t o  b e  h e a l t h y  and good and t h a t  s o c i e t y  n e e d s  

t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of s e x u a l i t y .  The harrr~ t h a t  Goodman 

sees as m o s t  dangerous  is t h a t  done by t h e  C o u r t s  w i t h  t h e i r  

c o n f u s i n g ,  e r r a t i c ,  and a n x i o u s  p o l i c y  wi th  r e g a r d s  to  pcwnug- 

raptly. Goodman pr  ovi  d e s  no  soc i a1  sc i e n t  i f i c r e s e a r c h  t o  s u p p w  t 

h i s  c ~ m t e n t i o n  t h a t  c e n s o r s h i p  c r e a t e s  a  need f a r  s a d i s t i c  

pornography. The f a c t  is t h a t  i f Qoodrt-~arr t r i e d  t o  produce  d a t a  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  of " s a d i s t i c  pornography",  he  would f i n d  

t h a t  11 v e r y  f e w  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s e s  have  been dune and,  2) what 

h a s  been done i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  of s e x u a l  a g g r e s s i o n  

themes is l o w .  A recent c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  of t r i p l e  xxx and a d u l t  

v i d e o s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia ( P a l y s ,  19845 put  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  of 

s e x u a l  a g g r e s s i o n  a t  gX ( sexua l  a r o u s a l  had ta b e  ach ieved ,  i n  

p a r t ,  thruugh a g g r e s s i v e / c o e r c i v e  means t o  b e  coded as  s e x u a l  



agcy tas inn : )  And h e  c o u l d  n o t  p r o v i  d c  s u p p o r t i n g  r e s e a r c h  for 

t h e  c o n t e n t  i o n  t h a t  a c a u s a l  ccmnect i o n  between c e n s o r s h i p  and 

" s a d i s t i c  pornugraphy" e x i s t s .  

Gocsdrrtan i g n n r e s  a 1  t e r n a t  i v e  e x p l a n a t  i on5 f o r  t h e  cjharrre and 

g u i l t  s u r r o u n d i n g  s e x ,  o n e  o f  which would be, i n  North America a t  

1 e a s t ,  a pr  edominat~t  1 y Judaeom-Chr i st i an  r el i g i  13us i deo l  ogy . 23 
The impact a f  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a s  s h o u l d  not  be underes t ima ted .  And 

a g a i n ,  r e 1  i g i o u s  i d e o l o g y  p e r p e t u a t e s  d i  f f e r e n t  n u t  i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  

s e x  f o r  ma1 es and f e m a f  es. 

Berger 11977) d o e s  no t  a r g u e  t h a t  c e n s o r s h i p  c r e a t e s  the 

d e s i r e  f o r  s a d i s t i c  pornography,  b u t  he ,  l i k e  Goodman, d o e s  no t  

a d v o c a t e  c e n s o r s h i p  and c l a i m s  h e  cannot  s u p p o r t  uegul a t  i o n  

because  i t  u s u a l l y  a c t s  l i k e  a f o r m  o f  c e n s o r s h i p .  U n l i k e  t h e  

Kr cmhausens, Eew gev d e m o n s t r a t e s  more s e n s i  t i v i  t y t o  t h e  unequal  

t r e a t m e n t  of women w i t h i n  pornography. Berger  has w r i t t e n  on b o t h  

t h e  ph i losophy  of  John S t u a r t  M i l l  and a n  pornography. U n l i k e  

t h e  Kronhausens, Berger d o e s  p r o v i d e  a def  i n i  t icm of pornugraphy 

which h e  f e e l s  is s u i t a b l e  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  p u r p o s e s  ( n o t  as a 

l e g a l  d e f i n i t i o n ) .  

" . . . a r t  o r  l i t e r a t u r e  which e x p l i c i t l y  
d e p i c t s  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  a x  a r o u s a l  i n  
a w~anner hav ing  l i t t l e  o r  no a r t i s t i c  
o r  l i t e r a r y  v a l u e .  11 24 

Berger  a t te r r tp ts  t o  v i n d i c a t e  s e x u a l  i t  y and pornography by 

a t t a c k i n g  c o n s e r v a t i v e  arguments  r e g a r d i n g  s e x u a l  i t y  and s e x u a l  

3 ~ h e  c o d e r s  were l o o k i n g  f o r  v e r b a l  a n g e r ,  h u m i l i a t i o n ,  
bondage, conf inement ,  s l a p p i n g ,  h i t t i n g ,  p u l l i n g  h a i r ,  r a p e ,  
c u e r c  i on w i t h  weapons, s e x u a l  harassment  , e t c  f 46). 



imagery,  Berger  i n s i s t s  t h a t  p e o p l e ' s  a t t i t u d e s  toward pornog- 

r aphy  t y p i c a l l y  h i n g e  on t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  toward s e x .  For e x -  

ample, c o n s c r v a t  i v e s  b e l i e v e  s e x  t o  b e  p o t e n t  i a 1  1 y dangerous  and 

c o r r u p t i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  f i n d  d e p i c t i o n s  of s e x  c ~ b  j e c t i o n a b l e .  

Second, Ber ge r  rmi n t  a i  n s  t h a t  c u n s e r  vat i v e s  a r e  s i m p l y  wrong i n  

be1 i e v i n g  t h a t  pornograph ic  m a t e r i a l s  can  change o r  a1 t e r  our 

a t  t i t  udes towards o n e  a n o t h e r .  

H e  c l a i m s  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  t e n d  t a  r o m a n t i c i z e  s e x ,  d e s c r i b i n g  

s e x  a s  s p i r i t u a l  communion w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  marr iage .  

Eerger  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h i s  is a n  i d e a l i z e d  view of what r e a l l y  

happens  i n  peopl ef s l i ves.  

"The f a c t  is t h a t  most s e x  is r o u t i n i z e d ,  
d u l l ,  u n f u l f i l l i n g .  A s o u r c e  a f  n e w a s i s ,  
governed by t h e  r e s t r a i n t s  t h e  conserva-  
t i v s s  i n s i s t  IZW. 

11 25 

Berger  t a k a s  i s s u e  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t  i v c  arguments  about  

s e x u a l i t y  and t h e  u s e  of pornography. H e  c l a i m s  S t e i n e r ' t i  

cancer  n r e g a r d i  ng t h e  pornographer  ss i n v a s i  on of  our sexua l  

p r i v a c y  i s  u n t r u e .  Pornography d o e s n ' t  v i o l a t e  our  p r i v a c y  u n l e s s  

w e  want it  to, Pornography is used ,  Berger m a i n t a i n s ,  t o  enhance  

t h e  s e x u a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  t o  a l l c ~ w  g r e a t e r  freedom i n  l e a r n i n g  about  

our  s e x u a l i t y ,  and t a  d i s c o v e r  o t h e r  ways of e x p e r i e n c i n g  sex, 

Eerger  c r i t i c i z e s  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  l i k e  K r i s t c ~ l  C19711, who i n s i s t  

t h a t  pavnogr aphy e n c o u r a g e s  a u t u e r  at i c st i mu1 a t  i on, Berger  

s ta tes  t h a t  t h i s  is r e a l l y  a condemnation of  m a s t u r b a t i o n  i tsel f .  

Ber g e r  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  suppr essi an of par  nogr aphy w i  1  1 no t  s t o p  

t h e  i n c i d e n c e  of m a s t u r b a t i c ~ t ~ .  In his o p i n i o n ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  can  



en joy pornography and i n t e r c o u r s e  w i  t h a u t  g i v i n g  up e i t h e r  . Xn 

c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  e a r l i e r  rew~auks about  r o u t i n i z e d ,  bcwing s e x  he  

m a i n t a i n s  no  one  wc~uld p r e f e r  pornography and m a s t u r b a t i o n  over  a 

"mature" s e x u a l  l o v e ,  but h e  never  te l ls  u s  e x a c t l y  what is a 

mature  s e x u a l  love .  

Berger i n s i s t s  t h a t  pornsgr  aphy h a s  been benef i c i  af when 

used by t h e r a p i s t s  i n  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of ccluples e x p e r i e n c i n g  

s e x u a l  p rob l  e r h s .  These cc~up l  es; have subsequen t  1 y r e p o r t e d  

" h a p p i e r ,  h e a l t h i e r  r e l a t i o n s "  w i t h  t h e i r  p a r t n e r s . 2 6  Berger  

c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  pornography h a s  l i m i  t e d  a p p e a l ,  c h a r t  r a n g e  

e f f e c t s ,  and is & a s i c a l l y  r e c r e a t i o n a l  s e x u a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t  which 

is no t  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y  by anyone. 

Burger draws on r e p o r t s  frcm t h e r a p i s t s ,  s u r v e y  material 

dune  w i t h  s e x  o f  f e n d e r s ,  and o t h e r  commentary on pornography t o  

s u p p o r t  h i s  c l a i m s .  In t h i s  r e g a r d ,  h i s  argument is s t r o n g e r  

t h a n ,  f a r  exari~pl e, c o t ~ s e r  v a t  i ve. argument whi c 11 i 5 based  a l  most 

s o l e l y  on i n t u i t i o n  and a p a r t i c u l a r  view of what c o n s t i t u t e s  

mur a 1  behaviuur  . 
Ber gcr  m a k e s  no  r eccmr~mmdat i c*n5 r e g a r  d i  rig por nogr aphy excep t  

t h a t  i t  cannot  b e  j u s t i f i a b l y  s u p p r e s s e d  due  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

o t h e r  media, a.g, t e l e v i s i o n ,  a r e  e q u a l l y  or  more r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

p e r p e t u a t i n g  13r i n f l u e n c i n g  a n t i - s o c i a l  a t t i  t u d e s  and behaviour  . 
H i s  conclusiork i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s a t i s f y i n g  o r  ccmvincing,  

e s p e c i a l  l y  when i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  h e  h a s  c e r t a i n  r e s e r v a t  i n n s  

h i  msel f about  t h e  t r e a t  merit of  wormn w i t  h i  n par  nogr aphy. 



" I n  so  f a r  a s  i t a r  i ses C i . e, porncqr  aphy) 
i n  a s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  e n t i r e l y  i n f u s e d  w i t h  
male sexism,  much of i t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  worst  
a s p e c t s  of ctur s c c i e t y ' s  approved concep- 
t i o n s  of s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  TOO o f t e n ,  t h e  
s c e n e s  d e p i c t e d  i n v o l v e  m a l e  v i o l  e n c e  and 
aggv essi on toward women, ma1 e dami n a m e  
over  women and females  a s  s e x u a l  s e r v a n t s .  1827 

The q u e s t  i o n  h e r e  is why h a s  Eergev i gnored t h e  p o s s i b l e  impact 

on t h e  s t a t u s  of women f r m  allcawing s e x i s t  and/or  c o e r c i v e  

pornography t o  be wider y d i s s e m i n a t e d  w i t h i n  s a c i  et y. 

There are f u r t h e r  l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  B e r g e r r s  treatise.  F i r s t ,  

h e  d o e s  p r o v i d e  a d e f i n i  t i o n  of pornography,  which is impor tan t .  

However, a s  w e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  Chapter  2 t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  is tact 

vague. W e  do nut  know w i t h  any c e r t a i n t y  what material Berger  

means to i n c l u d e  i n  h i s  d e f i n i t i o n .  Second, Bergev c o n t e n d s  t h a t  

c a n s e r v a t  i v c s  s h o u l d  n o t  romant i c  ire s e x  b e c a u s e  m o s t  s e x  is 

r o u t i n i z e d ,  d u l l  and u n f u l f i l l i n g .  Eerger  dsses n o t  p r o v i d e  any 

e v i d e n c e  t o  auppor t t h i s  g e n e r a l  i z a t  i a n  and t h i  s condemnation 

h a r d l y  seems a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  way of v i n d i c a t i n g  s e x u a l i t y .  

Berger ' 5  cankcn t  i an t h a t  pornagv aphi  c mater i el can  he used 

by t h e r a p i  sts t o  t r e a t  c o u p l e s  e x p e r i e n c i n g  s e x u a l  problems n e e d s  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  Berger never  e x p l a i n s  what t y p e  of m a t e r i a l  is 

b e i n g  used i n  t h i s  t h e r a p y .  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  imagine  a c o u p l e  

ttecurtsing h e a l t h i e r  and h a p p i e r  a f t e r  v iewing pornography d e p i c t -  

i n g  r a p e  or a d u l t - c h i l d  sex .  A l s o ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  sex i sm of t h e  

m a t e r i a l   doe^ nu t  seest v e r y  l i  kely to he1 p  women toward a h a p p i e r  

s e x  l i f e .  



F i n a l  1 y, Berger  '5 s u g g e s t  i o n  t h a t  par  nugraphy is a good s e x  

e d u c a t  i anal tool i si q u e s t  icmabl e. M o s t  parnogr aphy p r e s e n t s  a 

v e r y  poor view uf s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  i t  is o f t e n  s e x i s t ,  sometimes 

rac i s t ,  and p o s s i b l y  c o e r c i v e .  

C i v i  1 1 i b e r t a r  i a n s  have  t h e  same c o n c e r n s  f o r  s e x u a l  freedom 

and freedom of e x p r e s s i o n ,  as Eergeu, b u t  w i t h  more qua1 i f i c a -  

t i o n s .  In  c o n t r a s t  t o  B e r g e r p s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  however, t h e  c i v i l  

f i b e r  t a r  i an  p o s i  t i on a p p e a r s  gender -hl i nd. 

The c i v i l  l i b e r t a r i a n  p o s i t i o n  h a s  been expressed  w e l l  by 

John Dixan i n  h i s  submiss ion  to t h e  F r a s e r  Commi ttee i n  March 

1984. Dixon, a ph i losophy  p r o f e s s o r ,  is p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  B.C. 

C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  which a t t e m p t s  to i n f l u e r t c e  b o t h  

pub1 i c  copinion and government p a l  i c y .  W e  h a s  t a k e n  p a r t  i n  

p u b l i c  d e b a t e  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of pornography f m o s t  n o t a b l y  i n  

oppositicon t o  f e m i n i s t s  l i k e  J i l l i a n  R i d i n g t m ) .  

Drawing on R u u s ~ e a u  and M i  l 1 , D i  xcm a r g u e s  fur t h e  i mpor - 
t a n c c  of p r o t e c t i n g  speech.  A s o c i e t y  which allcaws f u r  t h e  

rnaximirrn freedom far the i n d i v i d u a l ,  freedom of speech  b e i n g  a n  

i m p u r t a n t  component, w i  1 l b e  t h e  b e s t  and happi  cst s o c i e t y ,  T h i s  

s o c i e t y  must b e  committed t o  n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  from the State i n  

t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  u n l e s s  t h e  a c t  i o n s  i n  q u e s t  ion  

c a u s e  or t h r e a t e n  harm t o  o t h e r s .  T h i s  harm must bc weighed 

a g a i n s t  the harm of p r o s c r i b i n g  t h e  a c t i o n  i n  questicen. 

Dixon a r g u e s  t h a t  t h i n k i n g ,  imagining,  and f a n t a s y  a r c  

i m p o r t a n t  e x p v e s s i  ans of our l i b e r t y ,  Speech and imagery which 

f l o w  from our  imaginaticon and f a n t a s y ,  evert d i s g u s t i n g  o r  objec--  



t i u n a b l e  speec  h o r  i magcry, must b e  p r a t  e c  t ed because  SIX i e t y  

n e e d s  a p u b l i c  forum f o r  b o t h  bad and good i d e a s .  

D i  xon m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  pornography canna t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  I t la te  

l i t e r a t u r e y ,  a s  f e m i n i s t s  l i k e  C l a r k  Ci983) have  s u g g e s t e d ,  

b e c a u s e  most pnrnography d u e s  n u t  a t t e m p t  t o  i n c i t e  men t o  

c r i r t ~ i n a l  a c t s .  And f u r  Dixun, t h e  o n l y  way o n e  c o u l d  . j u s t i f y  

s u p p r e s s i n g  pornography wc~uld b e  i f  i t  c ~ w l d  be  derfmnstrated t h a t  

pornography caused  d i r e c t  p h y s i c a l  harm. And i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  t h i s  

h a s  never  been prclven.a The t y p e  of 'harm9 which must b e  dernon- 

s t r a t e d  is an e x t r e m e l y  impor tan t  f a c e t  of  t h e  c i v i l  l i b e r t a r i a n  

p o s i t i o n  b e c a u ~ e  t h e  harm test s t i u t ~ t l  a t e d  fewtin* st and cX irkical  

r e s e a r c h e r s  to  a t t e m p t  to  prove  a c a u s a l  c o n n e c t i o n  between 

s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  women and t h e  use of pornography. D i  xon 

c r i t i c i z e s  t h i s  f ami ly  of r e s e a r c h  a s  i n c o n c l u s i v e  and p r o b l e -  

ma t i c .  He r e f e r s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  to t h e  r e s e a r c h  of Malamuth and 

Donners te in  (19843. When angered  by a female c o n f e d e r a t e  i n  an  

exper  irnent , t h e n  shown a p i e c e  of c o e r c i v e  pcwvrography, a r ~ d  1  ast 

g i v e n  an o p p o r t u n i t y  t u  a g g r e s s ,  t h e  men i n  t h e  exper iment  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  more and g r e a t e r  a l e c G r i c  shocks L o  t h e  women who 

angered  them. Those men p l a c e d  i n  t h e  same s i t u a t i o n  who were 

shown a pornograph ic  f i l m  wi thou t  c o e r c i v e  c o n t e n t  and t h e n  g i v e n  

a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a g g r e s s  d i d  n o t  respond 1  i k e  t h e  clther group,  

Dixcm rf~ai r r ta ins  t h a t  what t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  a  c l i n i c a l  s e t t i n g  

and what a c t i o n  would t a k e  p l a c e  i n  r e a l i t y  a r e  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  

E4f D i  xon acknccwledges t h e  f a c t  t h a t  'copy-cat * c r  i nses have  
t a k e n  p l a c e  b u t ,  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  t h e y  a r e  too i n c i d e n t a l .  



t h i n g s .  Second, he a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e  material 

a p p e a r s  t o  b e  t h e  prccblens, n u t  t h e  s e x u a l  c o n t e n t .  Ete clairr15 

t h a t  v e r y  similar r e s e a r c h  u t i l i z i n g  p o r n t q r a p h i c  m a t e r i a l  wi th-  

o u t  c o e r c i v e  c o n t e n t  a c t u a l  l y  i n h i b i t e d  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i  n s t  won'ten, 

t h e r e f o r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of such material. 

Dixon p r o c e e d s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  to draw upon t h e  "Danish 

E x p e r i e n c e " ,  a  p i e c e  o f  r e s e a r c h  w e  have  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d .  H e  

d raws  on t h i s  r e s e a r c h  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of porno- 

g raphy  h e l p s  t o  r e d u c e  s e x  c r i m e s ,  f o r  example, c h i l d  moles ta-  

Lion. He a d d s  t h a t  o t h e r  s e r i o u s  s e x  c r i m e s  such  as r a p e  

s l i g h t l y  d e c r e a s e d .  Y e t ,  a s  o t h e r s  have  p o i n t e d  c u t ,  t h i s  is 

f a l s e .  Rape, i n  f a c t ,  i n c r e a s e d  over  t h e  p e r i o d  of t h e  s t u d y ,  

i . e .  23 r e p o r t e d  c a s e s  i n  1967, 28 i n  1968, 27 i n  1'363, and 31 i n  

197t3. 29 

Di xonY s p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f u r  change i n c l u d e  1 > r e p e a l i n g  t h e  

Cr iminal  Code r e s t r i c t i n n s  on pornography,  and 21 p r o v i d i n g  s e x  

e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  young. He a r g u e s  for r e p e a l  because ,  i n  h i s  

o p i n i o n ,  w e  have  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  p m n o g r a p h e r s  and 

t h e  p e o p l e  who choose  t o  v i e w  pornography,  However, w e  c a n  m e e t  

and c ~ x m t e r  t h e  pornography i n d u s t r y ' s  view of human s e x u a l i t y ,  

i n  Dixon 's  o p i n i o n ,  by p r o v i d i n g  thorough  s e x  e d u c a t i o n  i n  our 

s c h o o l s .  

D i  xonv % d e s i  r e t o  p r o t e c t  s e x u a l  e x p r e s s i  an is admi r a b l  @ but  

h i s  a n a l y s i s  is i n a d e q u a t e  f u r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  h e  never  

p r o v i d e s  a  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  pornography. H e  d o e s  draw a d i s t i n c t i o n  

between 'snuf f '  f i l r n s  and o t h e r  pornography,  bu t  w e  never  know 



. just  what h e  i n c l u d e s  i n  t h e  l a t t e r ,  Second, h e  a r g u e s  t h a t  w e  

must to1 e r  a t  e pornogr aphy b e c a u s e  s u c i  et y n e e d s  a f ovum f o r  h o t  h 

bad and good i d e a s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  for a democracy t h i s  is an 

i m p o r t a n t  i d e a l .  The r e a l  i t y ,  however, is t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  no t  

been any a 1  t e r n a t i v e  imagery t o  t h e  pornography i n d u s t r y ' s  view 

of  s e x u a l i t y  and male-female r e l a t i o n s .  So, t h i s  supposed forum 

f a r  c c ~ n t r a s t i n g  i d e a s  d o e s  nu t  e x i s t .  I f  % h i s  forum e x i s t e d  w e  

might no t  have  t u  b e  so concerned ahout  t h e  c o n t e n t  of pornog- 

raphy.  

Fol lowing D i x o n v s  logic pornography d e p i c t i n g  a d u l t - c h i l d  

s e x  shou ld  b e  a l lowed t o  p r o l i f e r a t e  because  i t  would h e l p  t o  

d e c r e a s e  d i r e c t  harm a g a i n &  c h i l d r e n ,  Huwever, h e  d o e s  n o t  a r g u e  

t h i s  p o i n t .  W e  concedes  t h a t  v i s u a l  imagery of a d u l t - c h i l d  s e x  

s h o u l d  b e  pr  05cr  i bed, 

D i  xun a d m i t s  t h a t  the p r e s e n t  s ta te  of t h e  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  

u s e  of pornography and subsequen t  bahaviour  is problemat i c. 

"Xn g e n e r a l ,  w e  t a k e  t h e  view t h a t  v e r y  
deep methodo lcq ica l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  
d i  f  f i c u l  t ies bedevi  1 t h e  exper imenta l  
work i n  t h i s  a r e a  and i t  wc~uld b e  unwise 
t o  frarc~e s o c i a l  p o l i c y  on the t r a s i s  of 
such  b a r e l y  s u g g e s t i v e  r e s u l t s  as c a n  b e  
wrung frurn i t . "  C1QGl 

B u t  h e  is n u t  even-handed i n  h i s  assessment  o f  r e s e a r c h .  H e  

d i s m i s s e s  e x p e r i m e n t a l  war k which d e m o n s t r a t e s  n e g a t i v e  ef f c c t s  

. b u t  i s p e r s u a d e d  b y e x p e r i m e n t s w h i c h s h ~ : ~ w p o s i t i v e e f f e c t s .  I n  

r e s p o n s e  to Mal amut h and Danner slei n T  s exper  i m m t ,  D i  xon 

misunders tands  t h e  impor tance  c ~ f  t h e i r  exp lcwat ion  of t h e  f u s i o n  

of s e x  and a g g r e s s i o n .  The r e s e a r c h e r s  p u s t u l a t e  t h a t  c o n s t a n t  



c u l  t w a l  messages pai r i n g  s e x  w i t h  a g g r e s s i o n ,  e r o t i c  i ze aggres-. 

s i u n ,  a s i t u a t i o n  which c o u l d  b e  p o t e n t i a l l y  danger~=~us .  

" F i r s t ,  t h e  c o u p l i n g  of s e x  and a g g r e s s i o n  
i n  t h e s e  p c w t r a y a l s  may r e s u l t  i n  c u n d i t i s n i n g  
p r o c e s s e s  whereby a g g r e s s i v e  a c t s  became 
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s e x u a l  a r c ~ u s a l ,  a power f u l  
uncond i t ioned  s t i m u l u s  and r e i n f o r c e r .  I n  
f a c t ,  c u r r e n t  t r e a t m e n t  f u r  s e x  of f e n d e r s  
Ce.g. Abel , Blanchard ,  end Decker,  2978). . , 
a r e  based on t h e  p remise  t h a t  condi  t i oni  ng 
may occur  by a s s o c i a t i n g  f a n t a s i e s  o f  
sac i a1  1  y s a n c t i o n e d  a r o u s a l  and behavi  our .  (1 38 

I t  is not  t h e  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  is b e i n g  s i n g l e d  o u t ,  as Dixun 

c l a i m s ,  bu t  t h e  f u s i o n  of sex and a g g r e s s i u n .  I would agree with  

Dixan though t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a t e  o f  exper imenta l  work is 

i n c o n c l u s i v e  b u t ,  u n l i k e  him, I d o  n u t  b e l i e v e  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  

t h e r e f o r e  means w e  c a n  c o n f i d e n t  l y  erclbr ac e r  esear c h  derrionst r at  i ng 

p o s i t i v e  outcomes. Most c ~ f  t h e  exper  imen ta l  r e s e a r c h ,  whether 

demonstv a t  i ng p o s i t i v e  or n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t  5 ,  has methodolugi c a l  

prublems and l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  termas of  g e n e r a l i z a b i l i t y .  

Dixon a r g u e s  t h a t  a c u l t u r a l  exper iment  l i k e  t h e  "Danish 

Exper ience"  is more p e r s u a s i v e .  H e  m a i n t a i n s  that t h i s  c x p e r i -  

merit demons t ra ted  t h a t  t h e  pro1 i f  e r  a t i  on of pornography i n  t h a t  

c o u n t r y  brought  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  scx cr imes .  Y e t ,  h e  alsa a r g u e s  

t h a t  no d i r e c t  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s  between t h e  u s e  of 

pornography and subsequen t  behav iuur  . H o w  t h e n  can  h e  a r g u e  t h a t  

t h e  use of pornography would c a u s e  a change or r e d u c t i o n  i n  some 

k i n d s  of behaviour?  A s  with  o t h e r  l i b e r a l s  t a k i n g  t h i s  view, h e  

d o e s  n u t  t a k e  n o t e  uf t h i s  c c t n t r a d i c t i u n .  



Many l i b e r a l  s draw on "The Bani 5h  Exper i ence"  b e c a u s e  t h i s  

p i e c e  of  r e s e a r c h ,  a s  I mentioned e a r l i e r ,  is wide ly  c i t e d  a s  

s c i e n t i f i c  proof  t h a t  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of  pornography b r i n g s  a 

r e d u c t i o n  i n  s e x  c r i m e s  a g a i n s t  women. However, when t h e  d a t a  

used i n  "The Danish Exper i ence"  (Ben-Veni s te,  1970) was; e v a l  u a t e d  

by o t h e r s  C l  i k e  Eysenck and N i a s ,  1978; McCormack, 1978; D i a ~ ~ u n d ,  

1980; and Ridd ing ton ,  1983), t h e y  p o i n t e d  out t h a t  t h e  d e c r e a s e  

i n  s e x  o f f e n s e s  purpcirted by Ben-Veniste were due  tea 1 3  decrirnin- 

a 1  i x a t i o n  of c e r t a i n  o f f e n s e s  c. g. homosexual p r o s t i t u t i o n  which 

w a s  nu longer  b e i n g  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  and 21 a  more 

p e r m i s s i v e  a t t i t u d e  toward  o f f e n s e s  such  as e x h i b i t  i an i sm w i t h  a 

cuncomitant  r e d u c t  i o n  i n  r e p o r t i n g .  The more ser ictus s e x u a l  

c r i m e s  such  a s  r a p e  i t ~ r e a s e d . ~ '  To c o n t r a s t  t h i s  s t u d y ,  Ih t . t r t r s  

(1984) r e s e a r c h  i n  Hawaii i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  when c o n t r o l s  on porno- 

graphy f l u c t u a t e ,  so d c ~ e s  t h e  i n c i d e n c e  ~f r ape .  Between 1'360-74 

r a p e  r a t e s  i n c r e a s e d  9QOXy t h e n  dropped when c o n t r o l s  an porno- 

graphy were i n t r o d u c e d ,  t h e n  r o s e  a g a i n  when c o n t r o l s  were 

Ben-Venirjteys work h a s  been soctndly c r i t i c i z e d  and its 

ct:anclusions d i s p u t e d ;  however, i t  is s t i l l  c i t e d  by l i b e r a l s  l i k e  

D i x m  f l984), as an argument f o r  r e l a x a t i o n  of c o n t r o l s  on 

pornography.  

L a s t ,  D i  xon recommends t ha r  ough s e x  educa t  i o n  f o r  t h e  young, 

b u t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  or nu d i s c u s s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  what, a " th txough-  

g o i n g  sex e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  young" wight f o o k  l i k e .  Wcruld t h i s  

e d u c a t i o n  t e a c h  p u s i  t i v e  s e x u a l  a t t i t u d e s  f u r  b o t h  men and wcmen, 

o r  would it still embody t h e  o l d  s e x  s t e r e o t y p e s  of the male as 



a c t i v e  s e x u a l  agen t  and t h e  female  a s  a p a s s i v e  r e c i p i e n t  of m a l e  

s e x u a l  i ty'? 

I n  c a n c l u d i n g  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  X would l i k e  t o  c r i t i c a l l y  

exarftine t w o  impcwtant a s p e c t s  of 1  i b e r a l  argument: t h e  i d e a  o f  

corkserst and t h e  n o t  i o n  of c a t h a r s i s .  Cotsc;et~t is a c e n t r a l  

f e a t u r e  o f  1  i b e r a l  argurfient and,  as  h a s  been de rmns tua ted ,  ritany 

l i  b e r a l  commentators  employ t h e  no t  i o n  of  c a t h a r s i s  t o  conv ince  

t h e i r  r e a d e r  of  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of  pornography. 

C l a r k  (19831, i n  h e r  c r i t i q u e  of  l i b e r a l  t h e o r y ,  c l a i r f ~ s  t h a t  

t h e  t h e o r y  promotes a  d i s t i n c t i o n  between p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  

s p h e r e s ,  maint a i n i n g  t h a t  s e x u a l  i t y  and t h e  u s e  of  pornography 

t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  p r i v a t e  s p h e r e .  The S t a t e  is s a i d  n u t  t o  have  

any r i g h t  t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  t h e s e  p r i v a t e  m a t t e r s  between cot~sers t -  

i n g  a d u l t s .  C l a r k  reminds  u s  t h a t  women have  h i s t o r i c a l l y  been 

c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y  of m e n  i n  t h i s  pu ivate s p h e r e  and a b u s e s  

and c o e r c i o n  t a k e  p l a c e  whieh women have  no t  bean a b l e  t o  

r e d r e s s .  She  a s k s  what s e n s e  can b e  wade o f  t h e  i d e a  (crf "carxien- 

k i n g  a d u l t s "  when one  pe r sun  i n  t h e  dyad h a s  no  r i g h t  t o  say no. 

L i b e r a l s  are u n w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  f e m i n i s t s  i n  t h e i r  s t ; rugg le  

a g a i n s t  por n c ~ g r a p t ~ y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C l a r k ,  b e c a u s e  of the c*=rrnrrti t -- 
went t o  p r i v a c y  and t h e  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  of men t o  g i v e  up c e r t a i n  

p r i v i l e g e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  s e x u a l  a c c e s s  and to t h e  use 

uf  c o e r c i o n  i n  o b t a i n i n g  a c c e s s .  Pornography,  s h e  c l a i r m ,  

s u p p o r t s  and encourages  male power a v e r  worrmn and t h e i r  r i g h t  to 

c o n t r o l  and e x p l o i t  f emale  s e x u a l  i t y .  

A second major problem w i t h  l i b e r a l  argument is t h e  u s e  of 



t h e  c a t h a r s i s  t h e o r y .  T h i s  t h e o r y  is based on  s e v e r a l  unproven 

assumpt ions ,  f o r  example, t h a t  men have  d i f f i c u l t y  c o n t r o l  1 i n g  

t h e  s e x u a l  l y  v i o l e n t  behav iaur  n a t u r a l  t o  t h e i r  s e x ,  33 ctr t h a t  

s e x u a l  i t y  h a s  a f i x e d ,  n a t u r a l  l y  g i v e n  shape .  34 The ca tha r r i i  s 

t h e o r y  h a s  been a t t a c k e d  by f e m i n i s t s  l i k e  G r i f f i n  (1981) a s  

embodying a v e i l e d  threat t o  w o m e n  - -  t h a t  i f  men cannot  have  

a c c e s s  t o  pornography more r a p e  and s e x u a l  a s s a u l t  w i  1 l occur .  

There  is no  c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of pornography 

d e c r e a s e s  r a p e  bu t  t h i s  f a c t  d o e s  not s e e m  to  d e t e r  l i b e r a l s  f r o ~ t  

erftploying t h e  c a t h a r s i s  argument. 

Xn c o n c l u s i o n ,  the g r e a t e s t  d i f f i c u l t y  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  

c c ~ n s e r v a t  i v e  and 1 i b e r a l  e x p l a n a t  i o n s  is t h a t  pornography is de-- 

c o n t e x t u a l  ized and d i s c u s s e d  as though i t  e x i s t s  i n  a vacuum 

r a t h e r  t h a n  as  a p roduc t  of  t h e  economic and s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  

which o r g a n i z e  and pu t~duce  i t .  35 

The c a n s e r  v a t  i ve and 1 i ber a1  arguments  are v e r y  pol  ar i r e d ,  

cane d e f i n i n g  s e x u a l  i t y  and pornography as c o r r u p t i n g  and dany- 

er o u s  and r ec orttmendi ng suppr  essi or?, w h i  1 e t h e  o t h e r  erftbr a c e s  

s e x u a l i t y  and pornography and a r g u e s  fo r  t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  i n -  

d i v i d u a l  t o  l o o k  a t  whatever material t h e y  might choose.  The 

u n d e r l y i n g  assumpt ion  o f  bo th  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and 1 i b e r a l  

pos i  t i o n ,  however, is t h a t  pornography is about  s e x ,  n o t  power. 

They n e g l e c t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  s e x i s m  t h a t  is 

p r e s e n t  i n  m o s t  pornography and t h e y  i g n o r e  or t r i v i a l  i z e  t h e  

c o e r c i o n  which is d e p i c t e d  i n  a s m a l l e r  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  

m a t e r i a l .  These  a rguments  d o  not examine t h e  r o l e  of pornography 



i n  r el a t i  on to our p r e s e n t  ecunomi c o r  s e s l g e n d e r  ar r angement s, 

which might h e l p  u s  t o  e x p l a i n  why men are t h e  p r i n c i p a l  pro-  

d u c e r s ,  d i s t r  i b u t o r  s, and consumer s of pornography,  and w13men t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t s  (Winick, 1970; Nawy, 1973; Dan Smith,  1976). 

In  r e l a t i o n  t o  and as a r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  and 

gender-bl  i n d n e s s  of  t h e s e  p r e v i o u s  approaches ,  f e m i n i s t s  began t o  

d e v e l o p  a d i f f e r e n t  a n a l  y a i s .  nur i n g  t h e  p a s t  two d e c a d e s  t h e s e  

c o u n t c r  a rguments  have  been e l a b o r a t e d ,  b o t h  i n  r e l a t i u n  t o  

c o n s e r v a t  i v e  and f i b e r a l  arguments ,  and i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o n e  

mot h e r ,  
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CHAPTER IV 

F_EM_LN_IS_IS 

In  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w e  w i l l  e x p l o r e  l i b e r a l  and r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t  

p o s i  t icms on pornography.  L i b e r a l  f e m i n i s t s  have  w r i t  t e n  t h e  

must e x t e n s i v e l y  on t h e  ncga t  ive  and d e r o g a t o r y  images of  women 

i n  t h e  mass media, w h i l e  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t s  have  focused cm 

pornography. S o c i a l  ist f e m i n i s t s  have  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  e n t e r e d  t h e  

pornography d e b a t e  a p p a r e n t l y  as a r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

e f f ~ p t ~ a s i s  b e i n g  p l a c e d  on pornography by r a d i c a l  ferf1inis;ts and t h e  

d i v e r s i o n  of v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  f i g h t  pornmgraphy. S o c i a l i s t  

f e m i n i s t s  have a rgued  t h a t  t h i  s emphasis  on pornography i g n o r e s  

o t h e r  more impor tan t  s c ~ c i a l  and economic c o n d i t i o n s  which 

p e r p e t u a t e  sexiswt. The s u c i  a1 i sit f e m i n i s t  pxtrspect i v e  on pornog-- 

raptly w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  Chapter  V. 

I n  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  I w i l l  b e  examining t h e  q u a l i t y  of t h e  

arguments  and t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  arjsumptions which are advanced by 

l i b e r a l  and r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t s  ta e x p l a i n  pornography. A s  i n  

Chapter  111, t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  b e  guided by t h e  f i v e  c r i t e r i a  

o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  I n t r o d u c t i o n .  I  w i l l  b e  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  

l i b e r a l  and r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i q u e  is no t  gender-b l ind ,  b u t  

b o t h  p e r s p e c t i v e s  t e n d  t a  i g n o r e  or a r g u e  away t h e  impXicat icms 

uf  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  pornography is produced w i t h i n  a c a p i t a l i s t  

economi c  f u amewor k. However, 1 i ber  a1  f e m i  n i  sts pay move 

a t t e n t i o n  t o  economic c o n t e x t  t h a n  du r a d i c a l  ferf i inis ts .  L i b e r a l  

and r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t s  acknowledge t h e  social c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 

s e x u a l i t y  a l t h o u g h  i n  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i q u e  Ce.y. Dworkin) 



there is of ten an under 1 ying suggest ion that ma1 e sexual ity is 

inherent 1 y aggr essi vc and sadi st i c . 

Fhg Entrance gf the F g ~ ~ ~ g ~ t ~  

During the 13EOYs the availability and content of pornog- 

raphy was changing. Hugh Hefner of elpybpy and Bob Guccione of 

emkkpgsp were battling one another over who could reveal more of 

the fansale anatoruty in the "Pubic Wars" and getwral release f i  lrie 

were dealing more frequently and mare explicitly with sexual 

1 themes . In 1970 the U. S .  Pornography Commission recarfiritended 

relaxation of controls on pornography, and important Court cases 

like Roth vs, U.S. (195.73 gave pornographers the green light for 

greater explicitness and exploration of taboo themes. 

In 1970 the women's movement began to see pornography as an 

i mpsrtant issue for w~:~men. The springbctard for this concern 

appears to have been Eat e Mi l let * s book Spatxtg epl&tig% (19703, 

Millet was one of the first modern feminists to link sexuality 

and cruelty tc~ the u~ainterrance of patriarchy, Millet focrtsed on 

male power and violence against women depicted in the work of men 

like Henry Miller and Norman Mailer. She discusses this litera- 

ture as conquest-oriented, demonstrating the male's notion of his 

right to rjexual domination of the female. 

In 1975 Susan Erownrni 1 lev pub1 ished A_gg&~zt Qgu_ bJA.,4&, a 

systematic look at the evolution of rape. In this book she 

argues that pornography is the propaganda and rape the practice, 

Eruwnrfii 1 1  er was the first femi ni st to demand censorship of 



pornography,  c o n t e n d i n g  t h a t  pornc~graphy is t h e  "undi l u t e d  

e s s e n c e  of a n t i  -f ernale propaganda" (394). She  a t t a c k s  t h e  likteral.  

p o s i  t icm on par  nography, c 1  a iming t h a t  t h e  s e x u a l  e x p r e s s i  on 

l i b e r a l s  are s e e k i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  and t h e  r i g h t s  t h e y  a r e  concerned 

abou t  a r e  n o t  t h o s e  of  women. Brawnmiller  set f e m i n i s t  argument 

o u t s i d e  of l i b e r a l  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  i t  d o e s  no t  s e r v e  

t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of women. 

From 1975 forward ferftinist  d e b a t e  and p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  pornography a c c e l e r a t e d .  F e m i n i s t s  have  w r i t t e n  

e x t e n s i v e l y  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  pornography,  e s p e c i  aX 1  y r a d i c a l  

f e m i n i s t s .  Boyco t t ing ,  p i c k e t i n g  of v i d e o  o u t l e t s  and a d u l t  

book%tures ,  and pub1 i c a p p e a r a n c e s  by f e m i n i s t s  on tel e v i s i  on and 

i n  pub1 i c  forums became s t a n d a r d  f a r e .  There  have  even been 

bombings of v i d e o  o u t l e t s  by women's a c t i o n  groups .  2 

A1 though a1 1  f emi n i  st s av g u e  t h a t  w~men s u  f f  er f r  lrrrn s e x u a l  

o b j e c t  i S i c a t  i n n  i n  North Amer i c a ,  t h e r e  is no consensus  arncmg 

them on t h o  q u e s t  i o n  of  pornography.  Pornogr aphy has proven t u  

b e  a  v e r y  d i v i s i v e  i s s u e  f u r  t h e  women's rnc~vermnt. Due t o  t h e  

d i  i f  e r e n c e s  i n  e x p l a n a t i u n  among fcrnini sts r e g a r d i  ng t h e  n a t u r  e 

and o r i g i n s  of  womens o p p r e s s i o n ,  t h e r e  is no agreement arne~ng 

thern r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r o l e  and f u n c t i a n  o f  pornography or how t o  

d e a l  w i t h  i t .  

Much o f  what w e  have a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d  r e g a r d i n g  l i b e r a l  

phi  losophy i n  g e n e r a l  a p p l i e s  h e r e  as we1 1 ,  excep t  t h a t  1  i b e r a l  



feminists seek to extend equal rights and equal opportunities to 

women. Although the foundation for 1 iberaf feminism or i gi nated 

in liberal philosophy, liberal feminists have insisted that 

liberal ideals be pushed to their logical con~lusicmn --- often 
challenging liberal principles in the process. 3 

Li bcral ferttini sts are cr i t i cal of the ma1 ea-darni nated f ami l y 

and ma1 e-dominated i nst i tut ions which discri rninate against wlm-len. 

They argue that i f  women were provided with the same education 

and work opportunities as rwn, the status of women wc~uld be 

~ubstarrtiall y altered. Liberal feminists have directed their 

efforts at public consciousness-raising concerning sexism, 

negative stereotyping of women in the wledia and textbook, wtmenrs 

differential treatment in educatil=~nal systerrrs, af firmative action 

programs to pr crrmta the hiring and prowtot i on of wlore wonten, and 

more recently they have begun t o  seek legal alternatives for 

enforcing eq~ality.~ The Liberal feminist perspective embodies 

the notictn that the State is a prsper arbiter of social in- 

equal ities and that it can be harnessed to work in the interests 

of women. However, mast liberal feminists recognize that the 

State cannot always be relied an to act in the interests of warnen 

due to the underrepresentation of women in positions of 

atrthor ity. 

ti beraf feminists argue that sexual i ty is an important 

function for the human being and freedom of choice about a m p s  

sexual behavisur should be extended fully to women as well as to 

men. Friedan C19633, cane of the most influential liberal 



f e m i n i s t s ,  i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e  convent  i i tnal  wctman is "other- -  

d i r e c t e d " ,  s e r v i n g  men and c h i l d r e n ,  t h e r e f o r e  s h e  is a l i e n a t e d  

from h e r  body and s e x u a l  i t y .  The c t ~ l  1  e g e  educa ted ,  mar r i ed  wctrrran 

h a s  g r e a t e r  s e l f - e s t e e m  and r e p o r t s  h i g h e r  l e v e l s  of s e x u a l  

f u l f i l l m e n t  < M a s l o w ,  19391. F r i e d a n  a r g u e s  there  is a d e f i n i t e  

connect  i o n  b e t  ween sel f -ac tua l  i r a t  i o n  and s e x u a l  f u l  f  i 1  went = One 

m i w e  r e a s o n  why women must have  t h e  same e d u c a t i o n  and work 

oppor t uni  t ies as men. 

L i b e r a l  feminism is t h e  l a r g e s t  s t r e a m  i n  t h e  women's 

rmvernent and i n c l u d e s  cccnservat ive  l i b e r a l  f e m i n i s t s ,  i f  such  a 

t e r m  c a n  b e  used  i n  d e s c r i p t i o n  of a f e m i n i s t ,  s u c h  a s  F-viedan, 

who demands t h a t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and impediments t o  p e r s o n a l  

accarnpl ishment and upward mob1 1 i t y f o r  women be r  emoved. Other  

l i b e r a l  f e m i n i s t s  Ce.g. ~ i d i n g t o n l ~  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  a r g u e  f o r  an 

end to  s e x i s m  b u t  f o r  s~ztrm r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o r  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  

economy t o  f a c i l i t a t e  e q u a l i t y .  However, t h e  t a r g e t  o f  l i b e r a l  

f e m i n i s t  c r i t i q u e  is g e n e r a l l y  p a t r i a r c h y ,  n o t  c a p i t a l i s t  

p a t u i a r c h y .  

Jaggar  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  pornography p r e s e n t s  a " s p e c i  a1 

dilemma f a r  l i b e r a l  f e m i n i s t s  because  t h e y  r e c u g n i z e  t h e  derctga- 

t o r y  way i n  which women are d e p i c t e d  i n  much pornography,  but  

because  of t h e i r  commitment t o  1 i b c r a l  n o t i o n s  o f  *mcwal 

n e u t r a l i t y F  and t f ~ e e d s m  o f  speech '  t h e y  have  no p o l i t i c a l  

gruunda f o r  c~ppos ing  pitrnugraphy u n l e s s  t h e y  can  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  

----------.-*---.-------- 

' ~ i d i n g t o n  d e s c r i b e s  h e r s e l f  as a s o c i a l  democrat 
(persctnal communicatian1. 



i t  d i r e c t l y  v i o l a t e s  wumenTs r i g h t s .  "' One way of d e m o n s t r a t i n g  

t h i s  v i o l a t i o n  would be t o  a r g u e  t h a t  pmrnography c o n s t i t u t e s  

' h a t e  1 i t e r a t u r e '  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  women. Another method would b e  

t o  d e m ~ ~ n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  is a  d i r e c t  c a u s a l  l i n k  between t h e  L W ~  

of  pornography and subsequen t  v i o l  e n c e  to  women. I  f ?harmT could  

b e  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e n  ps rnogr  aphy c o u l d  be . just  i f  i a b l y  suppv essed .  

R id ing ton ,  who w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  a r g u e s  bo th  

t h e s e  p o i n t s .  

A c o n s e r v a t i v e  l i b e r a l  f e m i n i s t ,  a s  I have  d e s c r i b e d ,  would 

b e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  B e t t y  F r i e d a n ' s  p o s i t i c m .  I n  an e a r l y  w o r k ,  

FY i edan d i s c u s s e s  serrtral i t y  i n  m o u e  d e p t h  t h a n  por nogr ephy. She 

m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  women " feel debaged i n  sex" because  of t h e i  r  

unequal  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  riten i n  t h e  fami ly ,  i n  t h e  s e x  a c t ,  and i n  

s o c i e t y .  Fr i e d a n  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  dehumaniza t ion  o f  s e x u a l  i t y  and 

maf e machismo d e p i c t e d  i n  the media a r e  caused  by t h e  unequal  

t r e a t m e n t  of  women i n  s o c i e t y .  Wtwn women have  a t t a i n e d  f u l l  

e q u a l i t y  t h e n  s e x u a l  1  i b e r a t i o n  can  t a k e  p l a c e .  6 

FY i edan a r  g u c s  i n LThg f3ggneng M y ~ g ~ q g e  t h a t  t h e  i sol a t  e d ,  

u n f u l f i l l e d  housewi fe  who h a s  n o t  been allccwed t o  r e a l i z e  her  

f u l l  p o t e n t i a l  a s  a  human b e i n g  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  hungry f o r  s e x  and 

s e x u a l  f a n t a s y  a s  a rilethud o f  escape .  T h i s  d e s i r e  for e s c a p e  

rnan i fus t s  i tself i n  a growing m a r k e t  f o r  romance n o v e l s  and 

wom~en's magazines w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  s e x u a l  c o n t e n t .  I n  f a c t ,  s h e  

a r g u e s  t h e  whale of American s o c i e t y  h a s  becume more p e r m i s s i v e  

and p reoccup ied  w i t h  sex .  



"The so-cal 1 ed men * 5 magar ines not only 
reached new excesses in their preoccupa- 
tic~n with specific female sex organs, but 
a rash of magazines blossomed frankly geared 
to hsmusexual i ty. The most st r i king sexual 
phenomenon however, was the increased and 
evidently insatiable lasciviousness of best- 
selling novels and periodical fiction, whose 
audience is primarily women. 11 7 

She argues that i f women received the same education, encaur age- 

ment, and opportunities as men women would nut have to escape 

their empty, unfulfilled lives by reading sexy romance navels, 

She argues that the guvernment must make fundamental changes in 

the education of women. Indeed, the entire image of wonlen in the 

media and textbook must change to improve the status of women. 

No explanati~m is provided by F'riedan as to the growing 

interest in or changing cuntent of pornography for men. And her 

remarks about the growth of magazines catering to the homosexual 

seem ccmdemning. For Fr iedan the 'harm' is gender social i zat i on 

into rigid sex roles and the negative stereotyping of women in 

the entire mass media. She is also concerned about the diffeuen- 

tial education received by women which prevents the majority of 

them from finding an "identity and creative, satisfying work" 

out side the home. 

between rigid sex roles, sexual repression, and an increase in 

sexual violence and sadumasochist ic pornography (never defined). 

She argues that forcing men and women into rigid sex roles causes 

excessive dependence, frustraticw, deep resentment, and the 

failure of individuals (especially women) t o  realize their full 



Friedan cant inues, are societ ies where people are not getting 

their basic human need for intimacy met. These societies will 

exhibit an excessive preoccupation with sexuality, an increase 

and prevalence of sexual violence, and sadurnasochi st it: pornog- 

raphy. North American society, she claims, is exhibiting all 

t h ese symp t cans, 

Fr i edan predicts that as the sex-r 01 e r evul ut ion cont i nues 

into its "siet~nd stage", we in North America will uvcrccmje the 

dysfunctions descui bed above. Buried in the "last vestiges of 

the old sex-role order", Friedan clairfss, is the beginning of a 

new human sexual uevolut i on. 

" I f excesses of sexual violence and 
pornography are the pathological end 
result of sex-role polarization, this 
fact demonst r at es enor mous cr eat i ve 
energy to be released in the service 
of life once the situation is rever~ed."~ 

In this later work, there is same discussion of capitalist 

exploitation of sexual repression and frustration (which she 

claims further i ncreascs a1 i enat ion and sexual vi 01 ence). 

However, Fr iedan argues that changes in the fami ly and increasing 

equal i t y for women wi 1 1 trr i ng greater v espec t atzd f rrl f i 1 rfient fur 

men and worflen. In her c~pinion, there will be far less sexual 

frustration for the capitalists to exploit in the futureC313). 

Fr i edan makes no speci f ic recsmmendat ions for deal ing with 

sadomasochisdi c pornography because, in her view, once patriarchy 

is dismantled and women achieve full equality, nbjectionable 



pornography w i l l  d i s a p p e a r .  

F i n a l l y ,  F r i e d a n  a r g u e s  t h a t  w e  tifiust efffipluy t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  

s y s t e m  t o  meet t h e  new n e e d s  of  wurnen and t h e  family.  

" . . . cap i t a l i sm s u r e l y  h a s  enough f l e x i b i l i t y  
t o  retool i tsel f t o  m e e t  t h e  new h i e r a r c h y  
of needs ,  t o  its own p r o f i t W ( 3 2 3 ? .  

F r i e d a n ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  is u n i q u e  and d e m o n s t r a t e s  s u c c i n c t l y  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  l i b e r a l  f e m i n i s t s  and s o c i a l i s t  

f e m i n i s t s .  I w i l l  r e t u r n  to  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  Chapter  V. 

I n  Fr i e d a n v s  e x p l a n a t i  on gender s n c i  a1 i z a t  i o n  af young bays 

and g i r l s  i n t o  r i g i d  s e x  r o l e s  c r e a t e s  a d u l t  men and women who 

a r e  i n c a p a b l e  of real izing their f u l l  hurmn p o t e n t i a l .  The rfiale- 

durni n a t e d  f  ami 1  y  is c h a r a c t e r  i r e d  as  o p p r e s s i v e  fo r  b o t h  met? and 

women, T h i s  o p p r e s s i v e  i n s t i t u t i o n  r e s u l t s  i n  f r u s t r a t e d ,  

r e s e n t f u l  i n d i v i d u a l s  who canno t  a c h i e v e  s e x u a l  f u l  f i lment . 
T h e r e f o r e ,  women e s c a p e  t h e i r  i s u l a t i a n  and l o n e l i n e s s  i n  sexy ,  

r c~mance n o v e l s  and men e s c a p e  i n t o  pornogr aphy. Fr  i edan i n s i s t s  

once  women have  a c h i e v e d  e q u a l i t y  w i t h  the cuncowi t a n t  changes  i n  

t h e  f a m i l y ,  real s e x u a l  l i b e r a t i o n  c a n  t a k e  p l a c e .  When men and 

worwn f i n d  sexua l  f u l  filrrrent w i t h  o n e  another t h e r e  w i l l  no 

l o n g e r  b e  a  m a r k e t  of s e x u a l  f r u s t r a t e d  p e o p l e  t o  e x p l o i t .  

Fr i edan a r  gue5 t h a t  sadomasochi st i c purnugr aphy w i  l l d i s a p p e a r  

a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  c u l t u r a l  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  s e x .  

FY i e d a n  p r o v i d e s  no  e v i d e n c e  to support; t h i  5 t h e o r y .  Her 

e n t i r e  argument r es t s  on t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  women a r e  and w i l l  

a k t a i r t  f u l l  e q u a l i t y .  N o  c o m m e n t  is made about  t h e  growth i n  t h e  

pornography i n d u s t r y  a 1  thcugh t h e  imp1 i c a t  i o n  is t h a t  t h e  d e s i r e  



for pornagraphy i n c r e a s e s  w i  t h  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  demand o f  wornen f o r  

e q u a l  s t a t u s  i n  s o c i e t y .  Unl ike  rna rx i s t s ,  who a r g u e  t h a t  a 

change i n  t h e  economic sys tem w i  11 c a u s e  t h e  dernise of 

pornography,  Fr i e d a n  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  c u l l  a p s e  o f  p a t r i a r c h y  w i l l  

c a u s e  t h e  demise of pornography.  In  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  c a p i t a l i s t  

por nogr apheus  are j u s t  uppor t u n i s t  s, t a k i n g  advan tage  of t h e  

s e x u a l  f r u s t r a t  i o n  and resen tment  caused by p a t r i a r c h y .  C l e a r l y ,  

n e i t h e r  view is s u f f i c i e n t ,  These  t w o  s y s t e m s  of o p p r e s s i o n  

s u p p a r t  and r e i n f o r c e  one  a n o t h e r .  

R i  d i  ngton,  merit i o n e d  e a r  1  i ctr , d o e s  n o t  c l  a i  rn t h a t  crb jec-- 

t i o n a b l e  pornography is a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  women's movement. She is 

c r i t i c a l  o f  the i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  carnrnodi f i c a t f a n  sf female  

s e x u a l  i t y ,  and she ackn13wledges t h e  impact of t h e  pornoqr aphy 

i n d u s t r y y s  view of  m a l e  and female  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s  on the s t a t u s  

and s a f e t y  of women. R i d i n g t o n ,  who h a s  w r i t t e n  a t  l e n g t h  on t h e  

pornography c o n t r o v e r s y ,  c h a i r  s t h e  B. C. Per  i odi  caf. Review 

Board. [il 

Ri d i  ngton advances  a  l e g a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  por nogr aphy which 

is meant to i n c l u d e  o n l y  d e p i c t i o n s  o f  <I:) v i o l e n c e  i n  a s e x u a l  

c o n t e x t  o r  $2:) t h e  s e x u a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of c h i  l d r e n ,  bu t  nu t  s e x  

i t se1 . f . '  She approves  of L o n g i n n v c  C1980S d e f i n i t i o n  of pornow- 

raphy which e x c l u d e s  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  rnaterial t h a t  is n o t  

a T h i s  Board examines a l l  rna te r i a l  corning i n t o  t h e  P r o v i n c c  
under t h e  head ing  o f  "Adult S o p h i s t i c a t e " .  T h i s  m a t e r i a l  
is e v a l u a t e d  f o r  v i o l  a t  i ons o f  community s t a n d a r d s  and 
p o s s i b l e  v i o l a t i o n s  to  S e c t i o n  1 5 9  o f  t h e  Cr iminal  Code. 



d e g r a d i n g  u r  a b u s i v e .  R i d i n g t c ~ n  c a l l s  non--degrading a c c e p t a b l e  

r r ~ a t e r i a l  q e r o t i c a ' .  R i d i n g t o n  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  w e  abandon t h e  t e r m  

" o b s c e n i t y " ,  s u b s t i t u t i n g  i t  w i t h  pornography.  She  p r e f e r s  t h e  

term pornography b e c a u s e  i t  i n c l u d e s  t h e  n u t i o n  of p r o s t i t u t i o n  

which, i n  he r  o p i n i o n ,  r e c c ~ g n i r c s  t h e  cor f~mc~di t i za t ion  of female 

s e x u a l i t y  which is i n v o l v e d  i n  pornograph ic  p r o d u c t i o n  and sale. 

Rid ing ton  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  concep t  of harm a t  some l e n g t h .  She 

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e r e  is a c a u s a l  l i n k  between t h e  u s e  o f  pornoq- 

raptly and s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  wortten. She re l ies  c~n  r e p o r t s  

f r cm t r a n 4  t i  on h o u s e s  wher e women have  rrtai nt; ai ned that;  t h e y  were 

f o r c e d  t o  per  form ac ~ E I  t h a t  men had seen  i n  pornography. lo She 

a l s o  r e f e r s  t13 RuIs~XI I19781 who i n t e r v i e w e d  '333 women, e i g h t e e n  

y e a r s  o r  a l d e r ,  l i v i n g  i n  San F r a n c i s c o  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  preva-  

l e n c e  o f  s e x u a l  asrjauf t .  One uf t h e  q u e s t i o n s  p a r t i c i p a n t s  were 

asked  w a s  whether t h e y  had ever  been u p s e t  by anyone t r y i n g  t o  

get them t o  re-enact  behaviour  s e e n  i n  a pornographic  p i c t u r e ,  

f i l m ,  o r  book. Ten p e r c e n t  of t h e  woman i n t e r v i e w e d  r e p o r t e d  a t  

l e a s t  o n e  such  e x p e r i e n c e .  L.ast, R i d i n g t o n  draws on r e c e n t  

c l i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  which i n d i c a t e s  a male w i l l  mure r e a d i l y  

aggresr ;  a g a i n s t  a ferr~afe t a v  get; when b o t h  angered  and t h e n  shown 

a n  "aggressive-pornograpt~i~z 'I v ideo .  11 

R i d i n g t s n p s  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  u l t i m a t e 1  y l e g a l  o n e s  although 

t h i s  l e g a l  approach would o n l y  a p p l y  t o  c a e v c i v e  pornography. 

R id i  ng t  on a1  50 s u g g e s t s  c a e r c  i v e  pornography couf d b e  c o n s i d e r e d  

! h a t e  1  i t e r  a t u r e p  i n  t h a t  t h i s  water i a1  promotes s e x u a l  a g g r e s -  

s i o n  a g a i n s t  a s p e c i  f  i c group,  She recommends t h a t  f e m i n i s t s  



czmsi d e r  wur k i  ny w i t h  t h o s e  g r o u p s  a t  t e m p t i n g  t o  awend t h e  

sec t i c tn  a f  t h e  Cr iminal  C ~ d e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  ' h a t e  l i t e r a t u r e '  i n  a n  

e f f o r t  t o  have  gender i n c l u d e d  as a n  ideri t  i f  i a b l  e group.  She  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  w h i l e  w e  are w a i t i n g  f a r  t h e  law t o  b e  changed and 

l e g i s l a t o r s  to  d e l i v e r ,  b o y c o t t i n g ,  p i c k e t i n g ,  and d i r e c t  a c t i o n  

a g a i n s t  r e t a i l e r s  of  magazines and v i d e o  o u t l e t s  can  b e  c a r r i e d  

o u t ,  R i  d i  ng ton  a r g u e s  f u r  1  e g a l  r  emedi es bu t  s h e  a c  know1 e d g e s  

t h a t  r e l y i n g  on t h e  S t a t e  can  b e  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  and r i s k y .  

There  a r e  s e v e r a l  problems w i t h  R i d i n g t o n ' s  c r  it ique .  

F i r s t ,  s h e  a p p r o v e s  of a l e g a l  d e f i n i t i o n  ctf pornography which 

which d e s c r i b e s  t h e  o f f e n d i n g  material a s  d e g r a d i n g  o r  a b u s i v e ,  

Accep tab le  m a t e r i a l  is t h a t  which is n o t  degrad ing  cw a b u s i v e  and 

s h e  r e f e r s  t o  t h i s  m a t e r i a l  as *erc r t i ca<  B u t ,  t h e  terns degrad-  

i n g  can  b e  p r o b l e m a t i c  because  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who would d e f i n e  

n u d i t y  i n  a  s e x u a l  c s n t e x t  a s  degrad ing .  A l s o ,  s h o u l d  ' e r o t i c a '  

b e  d e f i n e d  s imply  as m a t e r i a l  which is d e v a i d  ctf d c g r a d a t i c ~ n  and 

abuse? More i t i tportant ,  n o t h i n g  is b e i n g  s a i d  h e r e  about  t h e  

o v e r a l l  s e x i s m  p r e v a l e n t  i n  pornography. R i d i n g t u n P s  c r i t i q u e  

a p p e a r s  t o  g i v e  m a t e r i a l  which is no t  c o e r c i v e  a c lea t?  b i l l  of  

h e a l t h .  I t  may b e  t h a t  s h e  d i d  n o t  i n t e n d  f o r  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  t n  

b e  drawn. I f  t h i s  is t h e  c a s e ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d .  

Second, t h e r e  is v e r y  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  p a i d  t o  rna te r i a l  

c u n d i t i a n s  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  s o m e  r e f e r e n c e  to t h e  i n d u s t r y  and 

t h e  cctrnrr113ditixatior7 of fernale s e x u a l i t y .  T h i r d ,  R i d i n g t o n ' s  

emphasi s on a  c a u s a l  l i n k  b e t  ween c o e r c i v e  pur nagr aphy and 

v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  women is c o n t r o v e r s i a l  and what e v i d e n c e  w e  do  



have is p r o b l e m a t i c .  S o c i a l i s t  f e r f i i n i s t s  a r g u e  t h a t  a n  i l l u s i o n  

is c r e a t e d  by t h i s  t y p e  of e x p l a n a t i o n  --- i f  coevc i ve por nog- 

r aphy  is s u p p r e s s e d  male v i o l e n c e  i n  a s e x u a l  c o n t e x t  w i l l  d i s a p -  

pea r  (Diar~ncmd, l'EI85:49). F i n a l l y ,  i n  view o f  r e c e n t  proposed 

l e g i s l a t i o n  ( B i l l  C--52)  t h e  government is n o t  b r i n g i n g  forward 

l e g i s r l a t i u n  which u s e s  R i d i n g t c m , ~  narrow d e f i n i t i o n  of pornog- 

raphy,  b u t  a d e f i n i t i o n  which i n c l u d e s  almtust a l l  d e p i c t i o n s  of 

s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y .  12 

Rid ing ton  and Lynn King, a  f e m i n i s t  lawyer ,  b o t h  s t a t e  t h a t  

rwch pornugr aphy is a b h o r r e n t  . They d i s c u s s  pornography as a 

syroptoa of  a p a t r i a r c h a l  system. King c l a i m s  t h a t  l e g a l  r e fo rm 

i n  t h e  a r e a s  of equa l  pay l e g i z , l a t i c ~ n  o r  f ami ly  l a w  c a n  b e  

b e n e f i c i a l  t o  women b u t ,  u n l i k e  Rid ing ton ,  King b e l i e v e s  law 

re fo rm r e g a r d i n g  pc~rnography is a dead end. I n  he r  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  

legal  d e f i n i t i o n s  a r e  extuenscly problerr tat ic ,  and even i f  one is 

c a r e f u l ,  terms l i k e  ' degrad ingy  w i l l  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  by t h e  S t a t e  

Ccensor boards ,  p o l i c e ,  and judges )  who a r e  n o t  working from a 

f e m i n i s t  agenda.' 

"The v a s t  and complex body of  t h e  S t a t e  
is nu t  n e u t r a l ,  b u t  works a l o n g  c l e a r l y  
p a t r i a r c h a l  l i n e s ,  I t  is t h e r e f o r e  
i r r a t i c ~ n a l  t o  expec t  t h a t  same S t a t e  t o  
adopt  f e m i n i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  when d e a l i n g  
w i t h  s e x u a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i c ~ n .  I t  13 

T h i s  is a r e a s a n a b l e  s t a t e m e n t .  However, t h e  S t a t e  h a s  nu t  been 

c c m ~ p l e t e l y  imperv ious  to t h e  arguments  caf f e m i n i s t s ,  T h i s  f a c t  

is r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  r a t i o n a l e s  handed down by var ic tus  judges (see 

C . C . J .  Bor ins ,  The Queen vs ,  Doug Rankine Co. b t d .  and Act 111 



Video P r o d u c t i o n s ,  1'383). Suppor t  h a s  also come frcm l a w  

enforcerr~ent  o f f i c i a l s  who a g r e e  w i t h  f e m i n i s t s ,  l i k e  R i d i n g t u n ,  

t h a t  t h e r e  is a c a u s a l  l i n k  between s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  and purnog- 

raptly. 14 

King d o e s  no t  p r o v i d e  a d e f i n i t i o n  of  pornctgraphy b e c a u s e  i n  

h e r  o p i n i o n  i t  is a  f u t i l e  e x e r c i s e .  She  d o e s  n u t  e x p l i c i t l y  

d i s c u s s  he r  view of s e x u a l i t y ,  bu t  i n  1 i g h t  of her' rcrrtarks 

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  harassment  of gay men and women and h e r  c r i t i c i s m  

of t h e  O n t a r i o  Censor Board ' s  c u t s  of s i m p l y  s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  

material, i t  is c l e a r  t h a t  s h e  feels S t a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n t o  

i n d i v i d u a l  s e x u a l  p r a c t i c e  and t h e  use of  pornography is unwar-- 

r a n t e d  and dangerous.  The harm t h e n  f u r  King is t h e  harm of 

c e n s o r s h i p  itsel f  a  fami l i a r  l i b e r a l  s t a n c e .  King ' s  a rguments  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  f o l l y  o f  c e n s o r s h i p  are q u i t e  p e r s u a s i v e  i n  t h a t  

she a n a l  y r e s  t h e  a c t u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  O n t a r i o  Censor Board. 

She  d i s c u s s e s  b o t h  f i l m s  and books which have  been c u t  o r  banned 

by t h i s  Censor board. She also d i s c u s s e s  a c t u a l  Canadian ob- 

s c e n i  t y  t r  i a1 s such a s  t h e  one  i n v d  viulg I33d_y eglq&i.g,_ a 

Toron to  gay  j o u r n a l ,  which w e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  Chapter  11. King 

claims t h a t  t h e  l a w  is b e i n g  used i n  t h e s e  i r t s t a n c e s  t c ~  h a r a s s  

gay people .  

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  i n  King's d i s c u s s i o n  there is a l a c k  af 

r e c o g n i t i o n  as  t o  huw a c a p i t a l i s t  economy c r e a t e s  a framework 

w i t h i n  which t h e  comniodi t iza t ion  of s e x  c a n  f l o u r i s h .  I n  King 's  

a n a l y s i s  t h e  d i a g n o s i s  is t h a t  pornography is a r e s u l t  of 

p a t r i a r c h y ,  n u t  a  r e s u l t  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  p a t r i a r c h y .  F i n a l l y ,  King 

111 



h a s  p u t  forward no  p r e a c r i p t i o r w  f o r  change excep t  t o  ~ u g g e s t  

t h a t  w e  l o o k  f o r  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  l e g a l  reform. 

The jar problerf~ w i t h  l i b e r  a1  f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s  is i ts  

f o c u s  an j u s t  p a t r i a r c h y  i n s t e a d  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  p a t r i a r c h y .  Can 

l i b e r a l  fernini sts e x p l a i n  what purpose  pornography s e r v e s  t o  a 

c a p i t a l i s t  p a t r i a r c h a l  s ta te?  They can c o g e n t l y  d i s c u s s  t h e  

irtpact on women o f  p a t r i a r c h a l  i d e o l o g y  such  as t h e  n e g a t i v e  

s t e r e o t y p i n g  ctf women i n  t h e  media, i n c l u d i n g  t h e  way women a r e  

d e p i c t e d  i n  parnogr  aphy, b u t  one  canno t  d i s c u s s  pornogr aphy i n  

i s o l a t i o n  from e i t h e r  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  economic framework i n  

which i t  e n d u r e s ,  or  t h e  o b v i o u s  s e x i s m  and r a c i s m  t h a t  is 

r e f l e c t e d  and t h e r e f o r e  p e r p e t u a t e d  i n  t h a t  media. F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  

is d i v i s i o n  arrronp l i b e r a l  f e m i n i s t s  a s  t o  whether l a w  reforin and 

c e n s o r s h i p  can  b e  an  e f f e c t i v e  method of d e a l i n g  w i t h  pornc~graphy 

w i  t hout  pos i  ng u t  her  dangers .  

!%agf=gL Egg&afst& 

Radica l  f e r r ~ i n i s t s  a g r e e  w i t h  t h e  1  i b e r a l  fernini st enrphasi s 

ctn p a t r i a r c h y ,  b u t  t h e y  t a k e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of p a t r i a r c h y  and its 

i r f p l  i c a t  i o n s  much f u r t h e r  . Human r eproduc t  i o n  and s e x u a l  i t  y  a r e  

v e r y  c e n t r a l  i s s u e s  f o r  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s m .  These a r e a s  a r e  con- 

s i d e r e d  t h e  l o c u s  of  women's o p p r e s s i o n .  Radica l  f e m ~ i n i s ~ ~  is 

r e s p c m s i b l e  f u r  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e a s  are  p o l i t i c a l .  

Cat he r  i n e  MacKinnon, a  prcrfessior of 1  aw, who w r i t e s  and speaks 

e x t e n s i v e l y  on pornography,  c l a i m s  " s e x u a l i t y  is t h e  1  i n c h p i n  o f  

g c n d w  i n e q u a l i t y " .  l5 T h e r e f o r e ,  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t s  have  cot?-- 



c e n t r a t e d  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  at  t r a n s f o r r f i a t i o n  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  because 

t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h i s  is hc~w t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  of women w i l l  occur .  

Rad ica l  f e m i n i s t s  encourage  wumen t o  bui  l d  a womanp s c o u n t e r  

c u l t u r e .  The State cannot  b e  r e l i e d  on t o  e f f e c t  change because  

t h e  p o s i t  i ctcw of  a u t h o r i t y  are cccup i  ed by men who w i l l  d i  EL-- 

c r i m i n a t e  a g a i n s t  women. T h e r e f o r e ,  wumen have  t o  s t a r t  t h e i r  

a w n  b u s i n e s s e s ,  c r e a t e  t h e i  r  own cj rganiza t  i o n s  t o  assist  orte 

a n o t h e r  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  p a t r i a r c h y .  Lesbianism h a s  been 

pr ornot; ed  a s  t h e  most r a d i c a l  t h r e a t  t o  e n  f  car ced  h e t  e r  osexcrill i t y 

t h r  uugh marr iage .  By becumi ng 1 e s b i  a t r s ,  women c a u l  d  r e j e c t  ma1 e 

c o n t r o l  of wonsen's s e x u a l i t y .  Having i d e n t i  f  i e d  t h e  a r e a  of 

s e x u a l i t y  as lme of  t h e  c e n t r a l  a s p e c t s  of worrlsn's o p p r e s s i o n ,  i t  

is n u t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  r a d i c a l  f e r f ~ i n i s t s  have  focrtsed on pornog- 

r aphy  and have  channel  1  ed enormous r e s o u r c e s  i n t  12 f i g h t i n g  i t .  

Radi c a l  t e r t ~ i  n i  st s have WY i t t err rfror e ext; e n s i  v e l  y t h a n  o t h e r  

f e m i n i s t s  on t t r c  s u b j e c t  of pornography. They i n s i s t  t h a t  

parrrography is rrial e propaganda d e s i g n e d  t o  encourage  male c o n t r o l  

ctf female s e x u a l i t y .  T h i s  c o n t r o l  o f t e n  i n v o l v e s  c o e r c i o n  and 

rape .  They see pornography a s  t h e  uf t irnate i n  misogyn i s t  idcu-  

logy .  Rad ica l  ferrri  t r i s j t  argument is t h e  r r m s t  h~mogenourj 12f t h e  

f e m i n i s t  c r i t i q u e s .  The v a r i c w s  coameurtatorrs d i  f f e r  o n l y  i n  t h e  

d e p t h  of t h e  argument.  For example, G r i f f i n  (1981:) dic jcusses  t h e  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  which g i v e  r i s e  t o  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  

pornography w h i l e  Dworkin i g n o r e s  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

p r o c e s s e s .  

Dworkin Ci.379) h a s  w r i t t e n  a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  book on pcwnog- 



r aphy and t r a v e l s  t h r  uughout North America s p e a k i n g  on 

pornography and o t h e r  i s s u e s .  She  has been invo lved  i n  d r a f t i n g  

i mpor t a n t  new muni c i pa1 1 e g i  sl a t  i on r e g a r d i n g  par  nogr aphy i n  t h e  

l Jn i ted  S t a t e s .  Dwsrkin a t t e m p t s  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  sys ts r f~  of male 

darttinat i o n  i n  which pornography c a n  endure ,  

"Male s e x u a l  dominat ion  is a sys tem w i t h  an 
i d c a l a g y  and a metaphysics .  The s e x u a l  
c o l o n i z a t i o n  of wumen9s b o d i e s  is a m a t a r i a 1  
r e a l i t y :  men c o n t r o l  t h e  s e x u a l  and r c p r o -  
d u c t i v e  u s e s  of women's bod ies .  The 
i n s t  i t u t i  on% of c o n t r o l  i n c  1 ude 1 a w ,  mar r  i ape ,  
p r u s t i  t u t i o n ,  and pornography,  a l o n g  wi th  
h e a l t h  c a r e ,  t h e  economy, r e l i g i o n ,  and 
s y s t  emat i r e d  p h y s i c a l  a g g r e s s i o n  a g a i  n s h  
women, e. g. i n c e s t ,  r a p e ,  and b a t t e r y .  " 

According t o  Dworkin, s e x u a l i t y  i n  a male dominated s o c i e t y  

i n v o l v e s  danger and v i o l e n c e  f o r  wumen. Pornography as a 

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of male power i n  a s e x u a l  c o n t e x t  p r e a c h e s  male 

dominat ion  and conques t  of women. T h e r e f o r e ,  f u r  r a d i c a l  

f e m i n i s t s  pornography and s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  arc  1 inked  t o  keep 

women i n  a s ta te  of ~ i u b o r d i n a t i o n .  In t h i s  way, parnugraphy d o e s  

c o n s t i t u t e  a r e a l  th rea t ;  t o  women and s h o u l d  be s u p p r e s s e d ,  

Dworkin a r g u e s  t h a t  pornography is t h e  propaganda of t h e  

~fiale sexua l  sy!%Lent. T h i s  systerrt of  power is based on t h e  don-iina- 

t i o n  of wumen and is backed up by t h e  t h r e a t  o r  a c t u a l  u s e  o f  

f a r c e .  A n d  t h i s  power and c o e r c i o n  e x t e n d s  t o  t h e  a r e a  o f  

s e x u a l  i t y  and s e x u a l  imagery. D w o r  k i n  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  a 1  1 pornug- 

r aphy i s d e g r a d i n g  t u wumen. CThi s c h a r a c t e r  i z at i on a p p e a r s  t a 

b e  h e r  d e f i n i t i o n  of  pornography a l t h o u g h  s h e  d o e s  n o t  s p e c i  f i-- 

c a l l y  s ta te  t h i s , )  The t e r m  ' e r o t i c a *  is s i l l y  t o  DworC::in because  



a l l  t h a t  ' e r o t i c a y  fftean5 is a  b e t t e r  c l a s s  of pornography,  

pornography t h a t  is b e t t e r  conce ived  and produced,  i .  e. u s i n g  

e x p e t ~ s i  v e  sets,  1  i g t ~ t  i n g ,  ccrsturnes, and a t t r a c t i v e  female  pau- 

" A s  w i t h  t h e  c a l l  g i r l  and t h e  s t r e e t w a l k e r  
one  is t u r n e d  out b e t t e r  b u t  bo th  a r e  prcl- 
duced by t h e  same s y s t e m  a f  s e x u a l  v a l u e s  
and b o t h  per  f~ztrm t h e  s a m e  s e x u a l  ser v i c e .  11 17 

Pornography is t h e  c o r r e c t  t e ~ r i t ,  DWIX kirk a r g u e s ,  to d e s c r i b e  

water  i a l  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e .  Porne  were, i n  Greek s o c i e t y ,  t h e  

m o s t  w o r t h l a s s  women. Xn s t a t u s  s h e  was below a s l a v e ,  s h e  was a 

s e x u a l  s l a v e .  Graphos means w r i t i n g  a r  drawing abou t  t h e s e  

pa rne ,  Dwurkin, u s i n g  l anguage  ~ t e a n t  t o  be  inf lammatory ,  states 

t h a t  pu t  i n  a more contemporary way, pornography is t h P  g r a p h i c  

i n s i s t s  t h a t  even t h e  terrvt whore or s l u t  o n l y  has rf~eaning w i t h i n  

t h e  male s e x u a l  system. 

"Men have  c r e a t e d  the group,  t h e  t y p e ,  
t h e  concep t ,  t h e  e p i t h e t ,  t h e  i n s u l t ,  
t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  t h e  t r a d e ,  t h e  commodity, 
t h e  r e a l i t y  uf woman as  whore. 1, 19 

Dwor k i n  d e s c r  i tres male  s e x u a l  i t y  as c r u e l ,  a g g r e s s i v e ,  and 

e x p l o i t a t i v e .  Pornography, s h e  i n s i s t s ,  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  

s e x u a l  p l e a s u r e  f a r  men is t o  b e  gok ten  by humi l i a t  i n g  women. 

Wcsrnen a r e  t h e  v i c t i m s  of  male s e x u a l i t y  i n  he r  accoun t .  Dworkin 

mai n t  a i  rrs  t h a t  par  nogr aphy is cot~ci d e r  e d  bad or d i r t y  because  

female s e x u a l i t y ,  which is its f c ~ c u s ,  is c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  d i r t y ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  femaf e gen i  ta ls .  

The vharmy of  pornography f o r  Dwor k i n  i n c l u d e s  i t s  v e r y  



p r e s e n c e ,  its message, and its a c t u a l  impact on rnen and women. 

Dworkin c h a r g e s  t h a t  men came t o  pornography as  b e l i e v e r s  uf t h e  

1  i e a b c ~ u t  women and female s e x u a l  i t y  b u t  g c ~  away m i  ssi onar i t$s. 20 

Pornography,  i n  t h i s  view, e n c o u r a g e s  men t o  view women a s  

whores,  who as w o r t h l e s s  b e i n g s ,  c a n  b e  c o e r c e d  and v i o l a t e d .  

Dwor k i  n ar g u e s  t h a t  a s  more and rrmr e por nogr aptry f  l oocis t h e  

market ,  and t h e  improvementsi i n  p r i n t  and f i l m  t echno logy  ad- 

vance,  pornography c a n  become a sl i c k e r  , mult i -medi a p r o d u c t ,  

wide ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  and e a s i l y  a v a i l a b l e .  I n  t h i s  way more men 

are reached  d a i l y  w i t h  p o r n o g r a p h y v s  message, t h a t  is, t h a t  w t m e n  

a r e  p a s s i v e  s e x u a l  o b j e c t s  who e n j o y  p a i n  and h u m i l i a t i o n  w i t h  

sex. 

Dwor kirr does not  rrtarshal l any s o c i a l  s c i e n t i  f i t=  evidertce t o  

s u p p o r t  he r  c l a i m s ,  i n s t e a d ,  s h e  examines pornographic  photo-,. 

g r a p h s  and f i c t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p i e c e s  c ~ f  l i t e r a t u r e  w i t h  

pornugraph ic  c o n t e n t .  She  u s e s  t h i s  e x i s t i n g  m a t e r i a l  t c ~  

demonst r ale her  p o i n t  r e g a r d i n g  ma1 e domi n a t  cd s e x u a l  t heme5 and 

t h e  way t h a t  women a r e  d e p i c t e d  i n  pornography. Dwarkin is v e r y  

s e l e c t i v e  i n  what s h e  b r i n g s  f o r t h  a s  e v i d e n c e ,  choos ing  the wmst 

r e p r e h e n s i b l e  material. I a rn  n o t  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  w e  i g n o r e  t h e  

s e r i o u s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  k ind  of m a t e r i a l ,  bu t  t h e  bulk 

lili pornuguaphy is no t  cctercive,  a l t h u u g h  i t  is o f t e n  s e x i s t .  

Dworkinrs  d i s c u s s i o n  is o f t e n  g r i p p i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when s h e  

..................... 
a By s e x i s t  I mean s e x u a l  scenar ios .  which a r e  m a l e - -  

i n i a t e d  and male -con t ro l l ed  focused on f e l l a t i o ,  
i n t e r c o u r s e  and e j a c u l a t i o n .  



expos ing  t h e  misogyny i n  magari n e s  1  i k e  Hyiit&iy, She p o i n t s  t o  

such  f e a t u r e s  as t h e  p i c t o r i a l  lay-out  "Beaver Hunters" .  T h i s  is 

a photograph o f  t w o  w h i t e  male h u n t e r s  s i t t i n g  i n  a j e e p  w i t h  a  

naked, w h i t e  woman t i e d  sp read-eag led  t o  t h e  hood. Her c r o t c h  is 

d i s p l a y e d  prominent1 y i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  photograph.  The 

c a p t i o n  undernea th  is a d i s t u r b i n g  d e r r ~ u n s t r a t i o n  of male power 

and c o n t  empt f o r  women. 

"Western s p u r t  smcn r e p o r t  beaver  hunt  i ng 
w a s  p a r t  i c u l a r  1  y  goctd t h r o u g h c u t  t h e  
Rocky Mountain r e g i o n  dur i n g  t h e  p a s t  
season .  These t w o  hut1 t e r  5 easi 1  y  
bagged t h e i r  l imit . . .They t o l d  @gs&&%~ 
t h a t  t h e y  s t u f f e d  and mounted t h e i r  
t r o p h y  a% soon as  t h e y  g o t  he r  home. I1 21 

I t  is d i f f i c u l t  n o t  t o  b e  i n f u r i a t e d  by such  m a t e r i a l -  And 

Dwsrkin u s e s  t h i s  r a g e  t o  demand b l a n k e t  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  purnuy- 

raphy.  The i l  l u d o n  which s h e  c r e a t e s  i a  that ;  pornography c a u s e s  

m a l e  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  women and u n t i  1 i t  d i s a p p e a r s  women w i l l  

n o t  b e  s a f e .  She  a r g u e s  t h a t  men are a r r o g a n t ,  c r u e l ,  and 

cc~nvinced t h a t  t h e i r  power over  worwn, i n  t h i s  case s e x u a l  power, 

is j u s t  i f  i e d  b e c a u s e  women ar c p a s s i  v e  and masochi st i c  . 
"The buys  are b e t t i n g  nn our  compl iance ,  
our ignorance ,  our  f e a r ,  The boys  
a r e  b e t t i n g  t h a t  w e  canno t  f a c e  t h e  
h o r r o r  of t h e i r  sexual.  sys tem and s u r -  
v ive .  The buys  are b e t t i n g  t h a t  t h e i r  
peni  s e ~  and f i s t s  and k n i v e s  and f u c k s  
and r a p e s  w i l l  t u r n  us i n t o  what t h e y  
s a y  w e  are - . . , t h e  m a s o c h i s t i c  s l u t s  
w h o  resist  because  w e  r e a l l y  want roore. ,122 

I n  Dworkinvs  d e s c r i p t i o n  women a r e  v ic t i r f t s  i n  a d e s o l a t e  atld 

dangerctus l a n d s c a p e  i n h a b i t e d  by c r u e l ,  e x p l o i  t a t  i v e  males who 

a r e  by n a t u r e  s e x u a l l y  v i o l e n t .  Dwurkinrs  d e s c r i p t i o n  of male 



s e x u a l  i t y  is d i  s h e a r  Geni ng and d i s t o r t e d .  Dwor k i  n  i g n o r e s  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  wen a r e  also p a r t  o f  t h e  porncggraphic s c e n a r i o s ,  The 

way men are d e p i c t e d  is no t  a lways  f l a t t e r i n g  e i t h e r .  I t  is t r u e  

t h a t  men and m a l e  s e x u a l i t y  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  frcm women 

and female  s e x u a l i t y ,  Men a r e  most o f t e n  d e p i c t e d  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  

of c o n t r o l  and power. These f a c t s  are c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of pornoq- 

raphy,  not  of  a1  1  wen arid male sexcral i  t y ,  Dwor k i n  a l s o  does n o t  

a c  knc~wl edge  t h a t  no t  al'l men u s e  pcwnography. Scme wren are 

r e p u l s e d  and u p s e t  by  pornography,  a s  many women a r e .  N o t  a1  1  

men en  joy s l a p p i n g  women around for s e x u a l  p l e a s u r e ,  j u s t  a s  

women a r e  not  m a s o c h i s t s  by n a t u r e ,  The t r u l y  u p s e t t i n g  a s p e c t  

of Dworkinys  argument is t h a t  i t  q u i c k l y  s l i d e s  i n t o  a b i o l o g i c a l  

a c c u s a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  male s e x u a l i t y ,  i . e. men a r e  vi ol e n t  by 

n a t u r e .  D w w  k i n  d e m o n s t r a t e s  nu r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  s c ~ c i a l  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  s e x u a l i t y .  H e r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of p a t r i a r c h y  is 

a h i s t o r i c a l  and u n i v e r s a l .  There  is no d i s c u s s i o n  of m a t e r i a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  and a  d i s t u r b i n g  l a c k  of  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p o s s i b l e  

s o c i a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  which g i v e  r i s e  t o  t h e  d e s i r e  

f o r  and u s e  o f  pornography, 

Most r e c e n t  1  y,  a1  ong w i t h  Cat her i n e  PiacKi nnon , n w ~ x  k i  n  h a s  

des igned  t h e  f i r s t  c i v i  1  approach t c ~  d e a l i n g  w i t h  parncqraphy,  

i . e. "The M i  nneaps l  i s Or cli nance. " Thi 5 landwar k or  d i  n a m e  w a s  

passed  i n t o  l a w ,  and many o t h e r  c i t i e s  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  s i m i l a r  

c i v i l  approaches .  T h i s  o r d i n a n c e  a l l o w s  a woman t o  b r i n g  s u i t  

for damages and s u p p r e s s i c ~ n  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  a g a i n s t  any m a k e r ,  

d i s t r i b u t o r ,  seller, o r  e x h i b i t o r  of pornography i f  t h e  p l a i n t i f f  



c a n  dew~ons t rake  t h a t  t h e y  have  been IS ccfercerd o r  f r a u d u l e n t 1  y 

induced i n t o  pe r  forming i n  porncqraphy;  or ,  2) have had porno- 

g raphy  f o r c e d  upon them i n  any p t tb l i c  p l a c e  o r  i n  t h e  hort~e; o r ,  

33 have been a s s a u l t e d  u r  a t t a c k e d  a 5  a r e s u l t  of pornography. 

T h i s  is t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  h i s t o r y  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  eve r  been 

g i v e n  c i v i l  r e c o u r s e  a g a i n s t  p r o d u c e r s ,  d i s t r i b u t c v s ,  o r  re- 

t a i l e r s  of pornography. Co le  (1989) a r g u e s  t h a t  t h i s  t y p e  of 

c i v i l  approach s h o u l d  b e  i n s t i t u t e d  i n  Canada because  any f i n e s  

l e v i e d  d o  rrot g o  i n t o  t h e  State cof  f e r  b u t  t ~ a  the woman who h a s  

been i n j u r e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  pornography.  A s  w e l l ,  t h i s  t y p e  of 

l e g i s l a t i o n  would empower women, n o t  pu t  mare power i n t o  t h e  

hands  of  t h e  p o l i c e  o r  Cour t s .  However, t h e  Minneapol is  

Ordinance  was passed  by t h e  C i t y  Council  i n  1983 and v e t o e d  by 

t h e  Mayor. A v e r s i o n  of t h i s  o r d i n a n c e  d i d  p a s s  i n t o  law i n  1984 

i n  I n d i a n a p o l i s .  The l a w  w a s  immedia te ly  c h a l l e n g e d  i n  Cour t  arrd 

s t r u c k  down a s  a  v i o l a t i c m  uf t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  f r e e  

speech .  T h i s  l a w  is t m w  cm appea l  t o  t h e  Supreme Cour t .  23 

Another r a d i c a l  fcrriirtist who is o f t e n  c i t e d  i n  t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e  o n  PIX-nography is Susan G r i f f i n  (19813. G r i f f i n  h a s  

w r i t t e n  a  power f u l  and nsoving book ertt i t l  ed F'p~_n_qgrxtphy 

•̃ .L&gn_sgk C:u__lt;u_.d.g's_ f?gv_g~gg &p&n_st FJgt;gug, Dwor k i  n  and Gu i f f i n  

are o f t e n  c i t e d  (e.g. Sob le ,  1988:) b e c a u s e  t h e i r  a rguments  a n d  

e x p l a n a t  i crns r e g a r d i n g  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of pcwnography have  been v e r y  

c o n t r u v e r s i a l  . 
U n l i k e  Dworkin, Q r i  f  f  i n  d o e s  demormtra te  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

of  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and s o c i a l  p r c ~ c e s s e s  which c r e a t e  t e n s i o n  



and c o n f l i c t  f o r  men. Pornography,  G r i f f i n  s u g g e s t s ,  p l a y s  a 

r o l e  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of gender by r e i n f o r c i n g  s t e r e o t y p e s  of 

f e m a l e  p a s s i v i t y  and masochism and m a l e  a g g r e s s i o n  and sadism. 

G r i f f i n  t a k e s  u s  back t o  t h e  p r i r r~a ry  cot rnect iun  t h a t  i n f a n t  males 

have  w i t h  t h e i r  mother: t h e i r  f i r s t  c a r e g i v e r  and l o v e  o b j e c t  

upon whom t h e y  a r e  t o t a l  1 y dependertt . They canno t  a t  f i r  st 

d i r j t i n g u i s h  themse lves  frcm~ h e r ,  t h e y  a r e  p a r t  o f  h e r .  8r.it a s  

boys  grow o l d e r  t h e y  become aware th rough  messages d i  sserni n a t e d  

i n  t h e  c u l t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  pornogvaphyps  message, t h a t  a man, t o  

b e  a rmn, must r e J e c t  a1  1  things femin ine  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  n n t h e r .  

These messages d e p i c t  women as w e a k ,  i n f e r  i u r  , emot iona l ,  and 

dependent .  The r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  fernirrine by t h e  male p u t s  hirf~ 

i n t o  a b a s i c  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  h i m s e l f .  I n  h i s  s t r u g g l e  t o  s u p p r e s s  

o r  k i l l  this p a r t  o f  h i m s e l f ,  he d i r e c t s  and d e f l e c t s  h i s  r a g e  

upon women. M e  n e e d s  t o  overcume, dorriinate, and cctnquer them t o  

b e  a man. G r i f f i n  sees pornography a s  a r e f I e c t i o r r  of t h i s  

d e s i r e  t o  dominate  and s u b j u g a t e .  She warns t h a t  i n  t h i s  

s t r u g g l e ,  which can never b e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  t h e  need to p u n i s h  c o u l d  

end i n  s e x u a l  abuse  and p o s s i b l e  murder. She p o i n t s  tea t h e  

appearance  of t h e  t s t w f f  f i l m r  a s  e v i d e n c e  o f  her  con te r r t i an .  

She d i s c u s s e s  caw p a r t i c i p a t i o t ~  i n  t h e  c a l l  e c t  i v e  "pornogra-- 

ph ic  mind", a l t h o u g h  wen and women p l a y  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s ,  T h i s  

mind is s e x i s t ,  r a c i s t ,  and a f r a i d  of knowing and e x p l o r i n g  real 

humart e r a t i c  f e e l i n g  and d e s i r e .  Pornography is n o t ,  i n  her  

o p i n i o n ,  an  i n d i c a t i o n  of growing s e x u a l  freedorri b u t  of t h e  need 

t;cc si l e t ~ c e  e r o t i c i s m  i n  mecheni c a l  , c o a r s e ,  bruGal s e x u a l  ac- 



t i v i t y  devo id  of f e e l i n g ,  a f f e c t i o n  and .joy. She r e f e r s  t o  

pornography as t h e  " p o e t r y  of  o p p r e s s i o n .  *12' She  a t t a c k s  p o r n o -  

g r a p h e r s  who c l a i m  t h e y  a r e  champions of  s e x u a l  l i b e r a t i o n ,  She  

i n s i s t s  t h a t  i f  o n e  l o o k s  at  pornography o n e  w i l l  see t h a t  t h e  

messages  a re  n o t  abou t  1 i b e r  a t  i o n ,  b u t  dsmina t  i cm. 

G r i f f i n ,  l i k e  Dwurkin, b e l i e v e s  women are a c o l o n i z e d  g r c ~ u p ,  

a l i e n a t e d  from t h e i r  own e x p e r i e n c e  by a f o r e i g n  c u l t u r e ,  t h e  o n e  

imposed by men. ' T h i s  male s e x u a l  c u l t u r e  d u e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  

wurnen s exper  i e r ~ c e .  F e m l  e s e x u a l  i t y  i si r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  p w  nu- 

g rapky  as  men wc~uld l i k e  i t  t o  be ,  n o t  a s  i t  a c t u a l l y  is. 

The s e x u a l i t y  t h a t  G r i f f i n  d i s c u s s e s  is male  s e x u a l i t y  which 

s h e  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a s  v i o l e n t  and a b u s i v e .  However, u n l i k e  

Dwurkin, G r i f f i n  d o e s  n o t  f a l l  back on a b i u l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n .  

G r i f f i n  a g r e e s  t h a t  male s e x u a l i t y  is shaped  by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  c u l t u r e -  T h i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  i n  he r  upinion,  is 

i n f l u e n c e d  by frtessages d i s s e m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  media,  i n c l u - -  

cling t h e  rriessage o f  pur  ncrgr aphe r  s. The pur  nogr aphe r  B d e p i  c  t i on 

o f  s e x u a l i t y  is c a t e g o r i c a l l y  bad ,  t h a t  is, a b u s i v e ,  c o e r c i v e  and 

e x p l o i t a t i v e .  N o t  01-11 y d o e s  t h e  pornographer  d e b a s e  male and 

female s e x u a l  i t y ,  t h e i r  1 ies  abou t  f ema le  p a s s i v i t y  and masochism 

is d a n g e r o u s  f u r  wctrnen. T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  'harm' o n c e  a g a i n  is t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  pornography.  P o r n c q r a p h i c  imagery d o e s  n o t  s t a y  i n  

t h e  realm of  f a n t a s y  f o r  G r i f f i n .  I t  c a n  a l w a y s  b e  t r a t ~ s l a t e d  

i n t o  a c t u a l  behav iour .  Gr i  f f  i n  a r g u e s  t h a t  "whether  o r  n o t  

porncrgu aphy c a u s e s  s a d i s t i c  a c t s ,  pornography i tsel f is a s iad iw-  

t i c  a c t . " ( l l l )  



G r i f f i n ,  l i k e  Dworkin, u s e s  e x c e r p t s  from f i c t i o n  and d i s -  

c u s s e s  c e r t a i n  p i c t o r i a l  pornography t o  suppor t her  c o n t e n t  i o n s .  

She  i n s i s t s  t h a t  porncqraphy r e f l e c t s  and r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  rac i sm,  

sexism,  and sadism af the \pornograph ic  mindy. She  draws on f i l m s  

l i k e  &iygz pf b y e ,  which is a d v e r t i s e d  wi th  a s t i l l  o f  t w o  

naked b l a c k  women i n  c h a i n s ,  A w h i t e  male w i t h  a  whip is t h e i r  

keeper .  Cir i f f i n  c  1 a i m s  t heriles of dorrti n a t  i 1 x 3  and conques t  i n  f u s e  

pornography. Nazi memorabi l ia  is o f t e n  used t o  c r e a t e  t h i s  theme. 

She r e f e r s  t o  f i l m s  l i k e  EqLggn Boys pf &he SS, Jl-22 the Wg~gqLf 

gf $-he gg, and &it?gn gigfie, a pornograph ic  f i l m  which e r o t i c i z e s  

ccmcentra t icm camp a t r o c i t i e s .  She  i n s i s t s  t h a t  i f  w e  look 

c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  d e p i c t i o n s  of  people of c o l a u r  done  by r a c i s t s ,  or 

t h e  imagery c ~ f  t h e  J e w  done by a n t i - s e m i t i c s ,  o r  t h e  d e p i c t i o n  of 

women by t h e  pornographer ,  w e  w i  1 1  see t h a t  t h e s e  " f a n t a s i z e d  

c h a r  ac: t e r  s r  esembl e one  a n o t  h e r .  "2s  They are a11 a p roduc t  of 

t h i s  "purnographic  mind. " 

"-.,a m i n d  which p r o j e c t s  a l l  i t s  f e a r s  
i n  i t s e l f  o n t o  a n o t h e r ;  a mind which 
d e f i n e s  i t!wl f by what i t h a t e s .  I , %  

G r i f f i n  never  e x p l i c i t l y  demands s u p p r e s s i o n  of pornography nor 

d o e s  s h e  m a k e  any recurimendations f u r  change. T h i s  l a c k  of  a 

c o n c l u s i o n  is a n t  i-cl imact  i c  and d i s a p p o i n t i n g .  

G r i f f i n  never  p r o v i d e s  a d e f i n i t i o n  of pornography,  b u t ,  i n  

her d i s c u s s i o n ,  s h e  c h a r a c t e r  i res a1 1 pornugr aphy a s  d e g r a d i n g ,  

s a d i s t i c ,  and c o e r c i v e .  I am assuming t h i s  is h e r  d e f i n i t i o n .  



"The a c t u a l  images o f  pornography degrade  
wowten. T h i s  d e g r a d a t i o n  is t h e  e s s e n t i a l  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  pornography.  . . The who1 e v a l u e ,  
t h e  t h r i l l  o f  a "peep show" or a  c e n t r e f o l d  
depends  on a worrmn' s d e q r a d a t  ion .  . . For s h e  
is l i t e r a l l y  f o r  s a l e .  H e r  image, p r i n t e d  
on a newspaper,  is reprciduced c o u n t l e s s  
t i m e s ,  and l ies f l a t  under a  p l a s t i c  s c r e e n  
t o  b e  had fcw t w e n t y - f i v e  ctr f i f t y - c e n t s  by 
any p a s s i  ng man. u27 

I t  is u n c l e a r  e x a c t l y  what G r i f f i n  is a r g u i n g  h e r e .  3 %  i t  

d e g r a d i n g  t o  .be nude, and/or  invu lved  i n  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y ;  or to  

have  someone t a k e  a p i c t u r e  of you w h i l e  you a r e  nude and/or  

invo lved  i n  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y ;  o r  t o  se l l  t h e  p i c t u r e  uf a nude 

woman invo lved  i n  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y ' ?  There  a r e  a l s o  a g r e a t  many 

nude men i n d u l g i n g  i n  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  porncqvaphy; is i t  also 

d e g r a d i n g  f o r  them? 

G r i f f i n  d e a l s  i n  u n i v e r s a l s .  C.13 Male s e x r m l i t y  is 

a g g r e s s i v e  and c o e r c i v e  due  t13 i n f a n t i l e  r age .  (23 W~men a r c  

victims sf male s e x u a l  a g g r e s s i o n .  C 3 3  A l l  pornography is sad-  

i s t i c  and e x p l o i t a t i v e  w i t h  heavy s e x i s t  and r a c i s t  u v e r t u n e s .  

F i r s t ,  n o t  a1  l men are a g g r e s s i v e ,  nor d o  t h e y  a1  1 exh ib i t ;  

a n  a g g r e s s i v e  s e x u a l i t y .  Y e t ,  t h i s  is a g e n e r a l i z a t i c t n  r e g a r d i n g  

m a l e  s e x u a l i t y  s e e n  r e p e a t e d l y  i n  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i q u e ,  

Sctmething is r o t t e n  i n  pornography,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  r a d i c a l  femin- 

ists, and t h a t  r o t t e n  t h i n g  is male  s e x u a l i t y .  Pornography is 

d i s c u s s e d  as i n s t r u c t i c t n  i n  how t u  dep loy  m a l e  s e x u a l i t y ,  t h e  

p e n i s  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as t h e  weapon, Wornten, rn t h e  o t h e r  hand, 

a r e  j u s t  t v i c t i w ~ s . y  G r i f f i n  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  any e v i d e n c e  t a  



s u b s t a n t i a t e  h e r  c l a i m  t h a t  male s e x u a l  1 t y  is a g g r e s s i v e  and 

c o e r c i v e  d u e  t o  i n f a n t  i 1  e r a g e ,  Son~e wurften exper  i e n c e  v i  oX e n t e  

by men i n  a  s e x u a l  c c ~ n t e x t  . But, many women d o  n u t .  W e  must 

recc~lgnize  t h a t  women are  n u t  a1 ways v i c t i  NI% and s o m e  wornen d o  

have  s a t i s f y i n g  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wi th  men. G r i f f i n ' s  desu-- 

l a t e  l a n d s c a p e  d e n i e s  wumenFs p l e a s u r e  i n  sex .  

G r i f f i n  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a l l  pornography as s a d i s t i c  and c u e r -  

c i v e .  The f a c t s  are  t h a t  no t  a l l  p o r n ~ x y a p h y  is c o e r c i v e .  I f  w e  

l o o k  to a c t u a l  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s e s  which have  been done, r e s e a r c h e r s  

te l l  us t h a t  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  v ideo ,  c o e r c i v e  themes o n l y  compr i se  

6% crf t h e  material t h e y  looked a t  ( P a l y ' s  1'384:Gl--63:). What I  am 

s u g g e s t i n g  h e r e  is t h a t ,  as  Pal  ys a r g u e s ,  i f w e  a r e  concerned 

abou t  v i o l e n c e  and/or  s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e ,  w e  may b e  l o o k i n g  i n  t h e  

wrong place .  He c l a i m s  t h e  h o r u o r / s c i  f i  g e n r e  has a rfluch guealeu  

i n c i d e n c e  nf v i o l e n c e  towards  wcirncn. I t  is t r u e  t h a t  f i l m s  l i k e  

Jlig " & d b ~ z  Plg~@%rs au Hlpgdiiyik&q E ~ f a k n  d e p i c t  women b e i n g  

rnut i 1  a t  ed and mur de r  e d ,  somet i riles wwi t h  s e x u a l  a v e r t  cmes. For 

example, i n  t h e  Lg~f'hx Pl'hrdgrs j u s t  p r i o r  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  charac--  

t e r  b e i n g  murdered by a man w i t h  a n a i  1  gun, s h e  removes he r  

c l o t h i n g  and t a k e s  a l o n g ,  s e n s u a l  ba th .  T h i s  movie is n o t  r a t e d  

a d u l t  o r  t r i p l e  xxx. One d m s  n u t  have  LID g o  t o  a s p e c i a l  v i d e o  

o u t l e t  t o  p r o c a r e  i t ,  Xt can b e  r e n t e d  a t  any  l o c a l  v i d e o  store. 

I  am n o t  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  w e  i g n o r e  c o e r c i v e  pornography,  s i m p l y  

t h a t  w e  m a i n t a i n  p e r s p e c t i v e  and b e  aware  of t h e  f a c t s ,  T h e r e  is 

c e r t a i n l y  more s u p p o r t  f o r  G r i f f i n ' s  c a n t e n t i c ~ n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

s e x i s t  and r a c i s t  o v e r t o n e s  of pornography (Smith, 1976). F i n a l  1  y  



and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  t h e r e  is n o  di!iiicus!iiii~n by G r i f f i n  of t h e  

economic framework w i t h i n  which t h e  pornography i n d u s t r y  e n d u r e s  

and how t h a t  i n d u s t r y  might  b e  shaped  by t h e  ssocial r e l a t i r ~ n s  and 

p r o c e s s e s  uf a n  advanced c a p i t a l  ist , consumer-or i e n t e d  sys tem.  

G r i f f i n  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a r g u i n g  t h a t  w e  a r e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  t h e  c ~ m -  

mctdi t i z a t  i o n  of s e x u a l  i t y  b e c a u s e  of  t h e  n e e d s  o f  male s e x u a l  i t y .  

G r i f f i n ' s  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of poynography a s  t h e  idectlctgy o f  

c u l t u r a l  s a d i s m  is p i c k e d  up and expanded upon by B a r r y  C1984). 

Bar ry ,  a s o c i  a l o g i s t ,  h a s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  k i  dnappi  rkg of  women 

and f o r c e d  p r o s t i t u t i c m  i n t e r n a t  i o n a l l y .  She  s u b s e q u e n t l y  pub-. 

l i s h e d  h e r  r e s e a r c h  f i n d i n g s  i n  a book e n t i t l e d  F%gg&,g Sgzy& 

! 3 l + y g ~ y .  In  t h i s  book B a r r y  d i s c u s s e s  pornography and its con- 

n e c t  i o n  t o s e x u a l  v i  uli e n c e  a g a i n s t  wortten, H e r  e por nogr aphy i s 

d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  propaganda  and r a p e  t h e  p r a c t i c e .  

Any d i s c u s s i o n  i n  Nor th  American c u l t u r e  of  sex or the sex 

d r i v e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  B a r r y ,  means male s e x  d r i v e .  Wc~men are 

a l i e n a t e d  from t h e i r  own s e x u a l i t y  t h r o u g h  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  and male 

c o n t r o l .  Women l i v e  i n  a m a s c u l i n i s t  c u l t u r e  i n  which whatever  

s e x u a l  e x p r e s s i o n  is af lowed is a n  e x p r e s s i o n  of male s e x u a l i t y ,  

n o t  fc?.male s e x u a l i t y .  Women a r e  t a u g h t  frorft a yccung a g e  t h a t  

t h e i r .  s e x u a l i t y  is ' d i f f e r e n t  and  s u b t l e *  (255). Male s e x u a l i t y  

is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as  e x p l o s i v e  and d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n t r o l .  Permis-  

s i o n  is g i v e n  o n l y  t o  boys  t o  exper imen t  s e x u a l l y .  I f  g i r l s  

chctose t o i gnctr e s a n c  t i o n s  a g a i n s t  s e x u a l  expr  essi a n ,  t h e y  w i  1  1 

pay  a s o c i a l  p r i c e ,  i.e, become ' s o i l e d  g o o d s y ,  T h e r e f o r e ,  B a r r y  

a r g u e s ,  a d o l e s c e n t  boys  l e a r n  e a r l y  on t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  a s t r c ~ n g e r  



s e x  d r i v e  which must b e  s a t i s f i e d  and t h e y  have  a r i g h t  to  t a k e  

from t h e  more p a s s i v e  sex what i t  is t h e y  need. 

"Learned,  i m p u l s i v e ,  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  
ado1 e s c e n t  m a 1  e s e x  d r  i v e  h a s  become 
f u r  many men t h e  mode of t h e i r  a d u l t  
s e x  behaviuur . X t  is a r r e s t e d  sexua l  
development. .  . I t  e x p l a i n s  t h e  sel f -  
c e n t r e d ,  e x p l o i t a t i v e ,  and b u l l y i n g  
behaviuur  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  pimps, 
p r o c u r e r s ,  r a p i s t s ,  and w i f e  b e a t e r s .  

For B a i r y ,  sadism which is t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  message o f  pornog- 

r aphy ,  is a mani festat i s m  O f  a r r e s t e d  male s e x u a l  development.  

She a g r e e s  t h a t  pornography is a n  a p p e a l  t o  f a n t a s y  and a  mode of 

en te r t a in rnen t  f o r  men, b u t  i n  i t s  d i s t o r t i o n s  of r e a l i t y  i t  h a s  

p o l i t i c a l  i n t e n t i o n s ,  

'I.. .an a t t e m p t  to c r e a t e  at1 i rmge of  
w o m e n  t h a t  is c o n s i s t e n t  wi th  t h e  
way men want t o  see and use them. ,129 

T h i s  s a d i s t i c  message t u  men r e g a r d i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e i r  sexual 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  wmen is accompl ished,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Barry ,  i n  

t h r e e  ways. 1) Women a r e  d e p i c t e d  a s  e n  joying pain and humil ia- 

t i u n ;  2 )  sadism Cmalel and masctchism Cfemale) is p r e s e n t e d  a s  a  

p a r t  of human n a t u r e ,  and last 3) a l t h o u g h  sadism i n v o l v e s  coer- 

c i n n ,  l a c e r a t i o n s ,  and b r u i s e s ,  pornographers  are  c a r e f u l  no t  t o  

show arty marks or  c u t s  on t h e  s k i n  which might u p s e t  t h e  viewer 

o r  i n t e r r u p t  t h e  s e x u a l  e x c i t e w e n t  by  c a l l i n g  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  

humanity of t h e  a c t .  Bar ry  p o i n t s  t o  t h e  cctntrf~on p r a c t i c e  i n  

v i d e o  pornography of a v e r t i n g  t h e  camera away frcm t h e  f a c e  i f  

d i s c o m f o r t  o r  p a i n  is r e g i s t e r e d .  



"Far t h e  s e x u a l  s a d i s t  i t  is t h e  b e s t  04 
b o t h  wcwlds,. . w h i l e  t h e  vict i rf* becomes 
i n v i  si trl e, t h e  cotssurner e n j o y s  t h e  br  u- 
t a l i t y  of sadis r r~  g u i l t - f r e e ,  a5 h e  e v e r  
h a s  t o  see t h e  consequences  of i t  . " 5 

The *harm* f o r  B a r r y  i s  t h a t  pornography r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  

i d e o l o g y  of male s e x u a l  power, t e a c h e s  methods of s e x u a l  con-  

q u e s t ,  and w o r s e ,  shows women e n j o y i n g  t h i s  conques t .  She  a r g u e s  

t h a t  t h e  a r r e s t e d  s e x u a l  development of  males and t h e  i d e o l o g y  sf 

pornography c r e a t e  a v e r y  dangerous  s i t u a t i o n  f u r  women. She  d i -  

s c u s s e s  t h e  growing i n c i d e n c e  o f  i n c e s t ,  r a p e ,  and abuse .  For 

Barry ,  t h e r e  is no  q u e s t  i o n  a s  t o  t h e  connect  i o n  between t h e  

i d e o l o g y  o f  pcvnugraphy and s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  a q a i  nst women. 

Bar ry  a r g u e s  t h a t  i t  is no t  j u s t  i n  s l a v e r y  b r o t h e l s ,  one of 

t h e  s u b j e c t s  of he r  r e s e a r c h ,  t h a t  c o e r c i u n  t a k e s  p l a c e ,  She 

nmi n t a i  n s  por noqv aphy by i n g s  s e x u a l  sl aver  y and s a d i s t  i c s e x  

r i g h t  i n t o  our  homes. 

"The most pr  e v a l e n t  theme i n  pornography 
i 5 one of  u t t e r  cuntempt f u r  women. In 
rmvie a f t e r  umvie women a r e  r a p e d ,  e jacu- 
l a t e d  on,  u r i n a t e d  on,  a n a l l y  p e n e t r a t e d ,  
b e a t e n ,  and w i t h  t h e  advent  o f  Csnuf  f  
f i 1 ms' , murdered i n  an o r g y  o f  s exua l  
p 1 easllr  t?. 

11 31 

Porncrgraphy, s h e  s t a t e s ,  n o  lcttzger d e p i c t s  what a man c a n  d o  w i t h  

a p r ~ x t i t u k e ,  b u t  what h e  can  do w i t h  h i s  w i f e ,  l o v e r ,  even 

daught  e r  t2051. Here pur nogr aphy is d e s c r  i bed a s  t h e  s c r  i p t  f o r  

c u e r  c i un and dnmi n a t  i on of women. 

A 1  t ho~rgh Bar Y y d r  aws luts t h e  wl=ir k of r espec  t ed  s e x o l o g i s t  s 

l i k e  Kinsey (1'3531 and E l l  is (1'342) t o  s u p p o r t  h e r  a rguments  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  cotwitruct  i on of m a f  e Caggresisi v e )  and female 



i p a s s i  ve )  s e x u a l  i ty, s h e  p r o v i d e s  n o  s o c i  a 1  s c i e n t  i f  i c e v i d e n c e  

t o  s u p p o r t  he r  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  is a  d i r e c t  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p  bet ween t h e  use o f  pornography and subsequen t  coe r  c i  v e  

behav iour .  She a d m i t s  t h a t  male u s e  o f  pcwnography d c ~ e s  not  

account  f o r  a1 1 ac t s  of s e x u a l  abuse ,  bu%, 1  i kc Brownmi 11 er , s h e  

a r g u e s  t h a t  pornography c o n t r  i b u t e s  t o  a n  o v e r a l l  c u l t u r a l  

cl imate which d e n i g r a t e s  women and t o l e r a t e s  images of t h e i r  

s e x u a l  d e g r a d a t i o n .  

Bar ry  c l  airrts p a r t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  why pornography h a s  n o t  been 

t a k e n  more ser i o u s l  y  is due  t o  t h e  1970 Pornography Ccmrni s s i o n  s 

f i n d i n g s .  B a r r y  c r i t i c i z e s  t h e  Commission r e s e a r c h  f o r  its 

l i b e r a l  b i a s  and subsequen t  l a c k  o f  o b j e c t i v i t y .  She c l a i m s  t h i s  

p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  a p o l o g i z e  f o r  pornography meant d i s t o r t i o n s  of 

t h e  f a c t s  would have  t o  fo l luw.  She  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  rrtethodul- 

ogy i n  sons@ o f  t h e  i rkfluevlt ial  e x p e r i m e n t s  w a s  h i g h l y  s u s p e c t  

e s p e c i a l l y  t h o s e  i n v o l v i n g  s e x  o f f e n d e r s .  For exar(~ple,  i n  

GoXdstein" tlli970) war k h e  a t t s w p t e d  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  1  irrk: between 

r a p e  and pcwnography. S e x  o f  f e n d e r s  and a c o n t r o l  group were s u r -  

veyed f o r  t h e i r  e x p o s u r e  t o  pornography- The c o n t r o l  g roup  c o u l d  

n o t  have  any h i s t o r y  c ~ f  s e x u a l  d e v i a t i o n  and w a s  matched wi th  t h e  

s e x  o f f e n d e v s  f o r  age ,  s e x ,  and e d u c a t i o n .  The f i r s t  probf e m ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  Barry ,  is t h a t  t h e  FBI had csnf i rmed  t h a t  p r c ~ b a b l y  

o n l y  one  i n  t e n  r a p e s  is r e p v t e d .  There  is t h e r e f o r e  a s i g n i -  

f i c a n t  number of r a p i s t s  a t  l a r g e  i n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  Cncwrml 

popu la t ion . '  So, t h e  c o n t r o l  g roup  c o u l d  v e r y  w e l l  have  c o n t a i n -  

ed r a p i s t s .  The second problem w a s  w i th  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i u n  of  t h e  



d a t a .  The r e s e a r c h e r s  made t h e s e  c la ims .  

"These d a t a  show t h a t  a s  curi~pared w i t h  
non-sex of f e n d e r s ,  s e x  o f  f e n d e r s  and 
s e x u a l  d e v i a n t s  have  cumpara t i  v e l  y 
l i t t l e  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  ' e r o t i c a '  d u r i n g  
t h e i r  ado1 escence .  11 32 

They wiacle t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  even though 62% of  t h e  r a p i s t s  r e p o r t e d  

exposure  t o  pc~rtmgraphy.  T h i s  is h a r d l y  " l i t t l e  e x p e r i e n c e "  wi th  

pornog~apkry,  B a r r y  g o e s  at1 i n  t h i s  f a s h i o n  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  re- 

s e a r c h  methodology and i n t  e r p r e t a t  i o n  of d a t a  u n t  i 1 she h a s  

d i s p e l l e d  any doubk abou t  t h e  b i a s  of t h e  1970 Clt.r~missior?. She 

c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  obvictus s u p p r e s s i o n  car d i s t c w  t i o n  o f  

n e g a t i v e  e f f e c t s  from t h e  u s e  of  pornography which took place, 

She cimmands t h e  r e s e a r c h  d a t a  w e l l  and is must c o n v i n c i n g  when 

s h e  is d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  i s c i e r r t i f i c  f a c t s .  

B a r r y v %  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  change i n v o l v e  a r e - c o n s i d e r a t  ion  

of t h e  p r e s e n t  v a l u e s  of North American s o c i e t y  and t h e  genera -  

t i o n  o f  new v a l u e s  based st1 e q u a l i t y  and r e s p e c t .  Qnc p l a c e  t o  

b e g i n ,  a c c o r d i n g  ta Bar ry ,  is w i t h  t h e  v a l u e l e s s  i n d i v i d u a l i s  @ 
promotad by liberals. She  a r g u e s  t h a t  a s  a  r e s u l t  ctf t h i s  value-- 

1 ess i n d i v i d u a l  ism w e  have  pcwnogr aphy which prortlotes h a t r e d  

agai r rs t  wurrten, She  a t t a c k s  1 i b e r a l  cornmi tment  t o  a b s t r a c t  i d e a l s  

even when i t  is c l e a r  w e  a r e  s u f  fe r i tq  f r o m  a n  overextcns ic tn  of 

t h e s e  i d e a l s ,  promoting a p h i l o s o p h y  t h a t  i t  is 0 • ‹K .  f u r  p e o p l e  

t o  g e t  t h e i r  s e x u a l  k i c k s  i n  any way t h e y  choose.  Barry  i n s i s t s  

.----------..---------- ' Barry  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  v a l u e 1  ess i ntl ivi  dual i s r n  as a s s e r t i n g  
t h a t  t h e r e  is nu r i g h t  or wrung and p u r s u i n g  o n e ' s  own 
needs  above a1  1 else. 



t h a t  h idden  i n  l i b e r a l  argurrtent is t h e  d e s i r e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  f r e -  

edom and s e x u a l  e x p r e s s i o n  of men a t  women's expense.  She also 

a t t a c k s  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  f o r  c r e a t  i n g  c o n f u s i o n  i n  v a l u e s .  She  

i n s i s t s  t h a t  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  w i l l  t o l e r a t e  m a r i t a l  r a p e  and w i  f e  

b a t t e r y  f a r  more t h a n  h o ~ t o s e x u a l i t y ~  Bar ry  c l a i m s  t h e  l i b e r a l s ,  

r e a c t i n g  t o  c o n s e r v a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r m r a l i t y ,  have  gone t o o  f a r  

i n  t h e  o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n ,  t a k i n g  US from f a l s e  v a l u e s  t o  t o t a l  v a l -  

u e l e s s n e s s .  L i b e r a l s  are b a s i c a l l y  promoting a philusclphy t h a t  

s t a t e s  " i t  is wrong t o  d e t e r m i n e  r i g h t  or wrangUf264).  She  

i n s i s t s  w e  need t o  d e c i d e  and d c f i n c  new v a l u e s  based on what 

c e l e b r a t e s  and enhances  human b e i n g s  over  and a g a i n s t  what is de- 

meaning and degrad ing .  Once hav ing  made t h o s e  i n i t i a l  d e c i s i o n s ,  

B a r r y  a r g u e s ,  t h e r e  is no q u e s t  i o n  t h a t  pornography must b e  done  

away w i t h ,  as  i t  b l a t a n t l y  p r o r m t e s  h a t r e d  and dcminat ion  of one 

g r  oup by a n o t h e r .  Hawever, no  recommendat i a n s  a r e  made a s  t o  how 

pornography c a n  b e  done away with .  

B a r r y r  s a n a l y s i  s d o e s  ackrrowledga t h e  s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i  on of 

s e x u a l  i t y  th rnugh  gender s o c i a l  i z a t  ion .  Bar ry  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  

wa le  Csadist; and fensale Cnsasochist ) a r c h e t y p e s  i r r  pornography 

r e i n f o r c e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  gender s t e r e o t y p e s  and n o t i o n s  af male 

s u p e r i o r i t y  and female  i n f e r i o r i t y ,  Men, who u s e  pornography,  

are b e i n g  d e s c r i b e d  h e r e  a s  s e x u a l  s a d i s t s .  

L i  ke so many o t h e r s ,  Bar ry  pr ovi des no def i rti t i  on of por rrsg- 

raphy.  The t e rm pornography,  B a r r y  c l a i m s ,  s u i t s  h e r  work w e l l  

b e c a u s e  s h e  is cancerned  w i t h  f o r c e d  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Much l i k e  

Rid ing ton ,  Bar ry  approves  of t h e  t e rm b e c a u s e  its o r i g i n s  i n  



L a t i n  mean w r i t i n g  ablxtt whores. But,  ctnl i k e  R id ing ton ,  Bar ry  

desicri  b e s  a l l  pcwnography as v i o l  e n t  , T h e r e f o r e ,  1 assume, t h i s  

is h e r  d e f i n i t i o n .  

Barry* s a n a l  y s i  s carmot e x p l a i  n why some men do  n o t  e x h i b i t  

an  immature, a g g r e s s i v e  s e x u a l i t y .  In t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  once a g a i n ,  

worr~en becon~e the vict i rrrs  of mala s e x ~ t a l i t y ;  e x a c t l y  what t h e y  

have  been t o i d  by t h e  c u l t u r e  t h a t  t h e y  are. Worrren a r e  n u t  

deticr i b e d  as having c h o i c e  a r  agency. I n  Etarr y' s a n a l y s i s ,  wornen 

are n o t  d e p i c  f e d  a s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  

o p p r e s s i o n ,  t h e y  a r e  j u s t  t v i c t i m s .  The fac t  is that wornen par-- 

t i c i p a t e  i n  p a t r i a r c h y  and t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  t h e  s o c i a l i z e r s  of 

young c h i  l d r  en. Ther e f  au e, women must assume r  e spons i  h i  1  i t  y f o r  

t h e i r  own p a r t  i n  p e r p e t u a t i n g  n o t i o n s  o f  female i n f e r i c w i t y  and 

s e x u a l  p a s s i v i t y .  

R a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i q u e  h a s  been v e r y  impor tan t  tu t h e  

pornography c u a t r s v e r s y .  The r a d i c a l  a n a l y s i s  made t h e  p r e s e n c e  

of pornography a v e r y  s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l .  i s s u e .  The i r  c l a i m s  re-- 

g a r d i n g  t h e  ccmnect ictn between pornography and v ic t lence  t o  women 

spawned a  new wave of cX i n i c a l  r e s e a r c h  and a new bady of cormen-- 

t a r y .  Rad ica l  f e m i n i s t  c r i t i q i ~ e  is l irr l i ted i n  its p r e s e n t a t i a n  

of p a t r i a r c h y  as a h i s t o r i c a l  and u n i v e r s a l ,  its p o r t r a y a l  o f  

women as  " j u s t  v i c t i m s " ,  t h e  lack o f  a t t e n t i o n  p a i d  t o  m a t e r i a l  

c o n d i t i o n s ,  and when, i n  c e r t a i n  i n s t a n c e s ,  (e.g. Dworkin), male 

s e x u a l i t y  is d i s c u s s e d  a s  i n h e r e n t l y  v i o l e n t  and a! jgressive.  

Although r a d i c a l  f ernini st c r  i t i que suf f e v s  f  rorn t h e s e  

l i m i t a t i o n s ,  i t  h a s  been a v e r y  i n f l u e n t i a l  bady of curnmentary. 
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CHAPTER V 

In t h i s  c h a p t e r  I w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a r x i s t  and s o c i a l i s t  

f e m i n i s t  p e r s p e c t  i v e z  on pornography. T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  w i  11 be  

gu ided  by t h e  f i v e  c r i t e r i a  ct i i t l ined i n  t h e  I n t r o d i ~ c t i s n .  I w i l l  

b e  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h a t  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  c o n s e r v a t i v e ,  l i b e r a l  and 

m o s t  f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s e s ,  marx i s t  and s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s ,  who 

a n a l y z e  pornctgr aphy, st r  esa t h e  i nprsr t ante of mat er i a l  

c o n d i t i o n s .  They a r e  c r i t i c a l  o f  a c a p i t a l i s t ,  cctnsumer-oriented 

s o c i e t y  which e x p l o i t s  human b e i n g s  and s e x u a l i t y  f o r  p r o f i t .  

Both p e r s p c c t  i v e s  acknowledge t h e  s o c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of 

s e x u a l i t y  bu t  the p u r p o s e  t h a t  cotw=truct ion is s a i d  t o  s e r v e  is 

d e s c r i b e d  d i f f e r e n t l y  by t h e  t w o  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  Gender is a  

component o f  b o t h  mar x i s t  and s o c i  a1  ist f e m i n i s t  analyses al- 

though t h e  t r e a t m e n t  of  gender by m a r x i s t s  c a n  b e  prciblematic.  I 

w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  the s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  a p p e a r s  t o  

p r o v i d e  u s  w i t h  a u s e f u l  t h e o r e t i c a l  framework w i t h i n  which t o  

examine pornography and t h e  pornogr aphy i ndus t  r  y. 

A1 though t h e r e  is agreement  between mar x i s t s  and s ~ z ~ c i a l  ist 

f e m i n i s t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  impor tance  o f  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i c m s  when 

examining pornography,  t h e r e  is c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e b a t e  among them 

r @gar d i  ng n o t  on1 y t h e  s i  g n i  f i c a n c e  of  pornography,  bu t  whet he r  

c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  o r  gender r e l a t i o n s  a r e  more a p p r o p r i a t e  for  

examining and exp la in i r rg  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  pornography. M a r x i s t s  

i n s i s t  can t h e  primacy o f  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  pornca4-- 

uaphy. M a r x i s t s  have  c o n s i d e r e d  pornography t o  b e  a r e s u l t  of t h e  



psycho1,rrgical ly d e s t r u c t i v e  ef f e c t s j  o f  c a p i t a l  ism, which t h e y  

b e l i e v e d  would w i t h e r  away i n  a  co rmunis t  s tate . '  S o b l e  SI033&), 

w h o  w i l l  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  c l a i m s  h e  w r o t e  on t h e  

s u b j e c t  c ~ f  pornography because ,  as h e  states,  mar x i s t s  have  

l a r g e l y  d i s m i s s e d  pcwnagvaphy.2 S o b l e  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  capitalism 

damages male s e x u a l i t y  a s  a  res iu l t  o f  t h e  a t o m i s t i c ,  r e p e t i t i v e  

w o r k  men are r e q u i r e d  t o  d o  i n  t h e  workforce  and t h i s  darnage h a s  

n e g a t i v e  consequences  f o r  women ( s e x u a l  ob  jecti f  i c a t  i o n ) ,  T h i s  

o b J e c t i f i c a t i o n  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f ,  i n  p a r t ,  t h rc~ugh  pornography.  

Sob1 e a r g u e s  i n consrr~uni sm t h e r  c w i  11 b e  no  s e x i  st, c o e r  c  i ve 

purnugraphy.  S t e w a r t  ( lW7) a r g u e s  t h a t  c a p i t a l  i s m  c r e a t e d  

pornography and t h e  phenomenon w i l l  no t  d i s a p p e a r  u n t i l  t h e  

economic sys tem is t rans fo rmed .  McNall S l9EJ83> sees pornography a s  

a n  i d e o l o g i c a l  mechanism used to m a i n t a i n  p a t r i a r c h y .  The 

subcwdinaticcn o f  women s e r v e s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  c a p i t a l i s m .  

Mar x i  st s ."""--"...""--- 

M a r x i s t s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  p e r s o n a l i t y  t r a i t s  and c h a r a c t e r  

s t r u c t u r e  are s c ~ c  i a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  (Reiche ,  l'Xi8). Whatever 

s h a p e  t h i s  constrr tct icsn may t a k e  i n  any p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i e t y  c a n  b e  

t r a c e d  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  mode of pruduct icm.  

In  our t i m e ,  c a p i t a l i s m ,  a s p e c i f i c  t y p e  of  economic sys tem,  

r e q u i r e s  w o r k e r s  w i t h  a c e r t a i n  temperament. T h i s  temperament 

h a s  been d e s c r i b e d  as  "submi s!si v e  and i r r a t  ictnal " . The r epres--  

s i a n  o f  s e x u a l i t y  is d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  mechanism by which t h e s e  

c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s  a r e  developed S W .  Reich ,  19451. Sexual  r e p r e s -  



s i o n  s e r v e s  c a p i t a l i s m  by p roduc ing  a worker who is more e a s i l y  

c o n t r o l l e d  and d u e s  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  h i s  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s ,  and a 

consumer who, due  t o  s e x u a l  f r u s t r a t i o t ~  and a l a c k  of sexrdal 

f u l  f  i ltirent w i t h i n  mor.togamt=rus nsarr i a g e ,  is a t a r g e t  fur pornog- 

r a p h y  and a d v e r t i s i n g  w i t h  s e x u a l  o v e r t o n e s .  I n  t h e  marxian 

model, pornography i n  c a p i t a l i s m  is mass-produced by e c o n o m i c a l l y  

c  o e r  c  ed wage 1 abour  . 
T h e r e  a r e  a g r e a t  many assumpticsns under  l y i n g  t h e s e  cl  aims 

t h a t  a r e  n u t  c l e a r l y  e x p r e s s e d .  11 The economic s y s t e m  r e q u i r e s  

t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  of s e x u a l i t y ;  2) i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  

Church, assist  i n  t h i s  r e p r e s s i o n ;  31 t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  of sexu-  

a l i t y  c r e a t e s  a c e r t a i n  k i n d  of  temperament and t h i s  temperament 

is t h e  s a m e  f a r  eve ryone ,  e.g. men and wamen; 41 a l l  i n d i v i d u a l s  

a r e  s e x u a l l y  u n f u l  f i 1 l e d  i n  monogamous maur i a g e ;  53 i n d i v i d u a l s  

du  n o t  st r  uggl  e a g a i  n s t  s e x u a l  r e p r e s s i o n .  

In c o n t r a s t  to t h e  need  of a c a p i t a 3 i s t  s o c i e t y  t o  r e p r e s s  

s e x u a l i t y ,  a communist s o c i e t y  would n o t  r e q u i r e  t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  

of s e x u a l i t y .  T h e r e f o r e  p e o p l e  would b e  a l l o w e d  a " n a t u r a l "  f r e e  

s e x u a l  i t y .  Pornugraphy,  as  S o b l e  p o i n t s  o u t ,  h a s  been c o n s i d e r e d  

by m a r x i s t s  a s  an u n h e a l t h y  symptom of  a damaged s o c i e t y . 4  I t  h a s  

been a r g u e d  t h a t  i n  a corhmunis.t; s o c i e t y  porntrrguaphy would nod 

e x i s t  ( W .  Reich ,  19451. 50, r a t h e r  t h a n  o f f e r i n g  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  

for d e a l i n g  w i t h  pornography t h e  u l t i m a t e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e  

m a r x i s t  view is t o  o v e r t h r u w  c a p i t a l i s m  and t h e n  pornography w i l l  

d i s a p p e a r ,  o r  as S o b l e  a r g u e s ,  be r e p l a c e d  w i t h  a c c e p t a b l e  

imagery which is n o t  produced by eccmomic cctercion. 



M a r x i s t s  have  g e n e r a l  l y  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  pwnugraphy  a n  

i m p o r t a n t  a r e a  f o r  pol  i t  i c a l  a n a l y s i s .  Sex and p r o c r e a t  i on have  

been s e e n  as  a r e l a t i v e l y  unchanging phenomena c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  

s p h e r e  of the fami ly ,  which  is based on a * n a t u r a l 9  s e x u a l  

d i v i s i o n  of l a b c ~ u r . ~  T h i s  area w a s  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  a p l a c e  where 

a n a l y s i s  and a c t i o n  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  s i g n i  f i c a n t  s o c i a l  change. 6 

This f a c t  s t a n d s  i n  s t a r k  c o n t r a s t  to t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  r a d i c a l  

f e m i n i s t s  who b e l i e v e  s e x  and p roc rea t i c in  a r e  t h e  c e n t r a l  a r e a s  

f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  and a c t i o n .  

Sob1 e, who h a s  w r i t  t e n  at7 impor tan t  book on purnuyraphy,  

t r i e s  t o  p r e s e n t  a c o h e r e n t  and embracing mar x i s t  expf a n a t  i o n ,  He 

t a k e s  excep t  i o n  w i t h  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  mar x ian  explana-  

t i a n ,  which d e r i v e s  largely from t h e  w r i t i n g  o f  Wilhelm Reich,  

b u t  g e n e r a l l y  a g r e e s  t h a t  c a p i t a l i s m  is r e s p o n s i b l e  for t h e  t y p e  

of s e x u a l  it  y  and por nagr aphy w e  a r e  p r e s e n t  1 y exper  i enc i ng. T h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  S a b l e ' s  argument is t h a t  h e  b e l i e v e s  a c c e p t a b l e  

por nogr aphy , i . e. rron--sexi st, nun-coer 1: i v e  t r~ater  i a1  , cou l  ci e x i  st 

i n  a sex- -pos i t  i v e  communist s o c i e t y .  

Slrrble a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  *pornography' is t h e  rr~ust u s e f u l  

te rm and h e  p r o v i d e s  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  of pornography. 



"Pornc~graphy r e f e r s  to  any 1 i t e r a t u r e  or  
f i l m  Cur o t h e r  a r t  techntzdogical  form) 
t h a t  d e s c r i b e s  o r  d e p i c t s  s e x u a l  o r g a n s ,  
p r e l u d e s  to s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y ,  or s e x u a l  
a c t i v i t y  Cor r e l a t e d  o r g a n s  and a c t i v i t i e s )  
i n  such  a way a s  to produce  s e x u a l  a r o u s a l  
i n  t h e  v iewer ,  and t h i s  e f f e c t  i n  t h e  
viewer is e i t h e r  t h e  e f f e c t  i n t e n d e d  by 
b o t h  producer  and consumer or  a v e r y  
l i k e l y  e f f e c t  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  d i r e c t  
i n t e n t  i n n s .  " 7  

S s b l e  a lso d i s c u s s e s  t h e  u t i l i t y  o f  t h e  terrrt " e r o t i c a "  as 

advanced by f e m i n i s t s .  W e  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  term " e r o t i c a *  j u s t  

makes fur more c o n f u s i o n  and c o n j u r e s  up t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  sex must 

b e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of a l o v i n g ,  meaningful r e l a t i o n s h i p  

t u  b e  a c c e p t a b l e .  

S o b l e y s  argument r e g a r d i n g  pornography rests on h i s  d e s c r i p -  

t i o n  of  male and fernale s e x u a l i t y  w i t h i n  c a p i t a l i s m ,  which he 

c l a i m s  a r e  a t o r n i s t i c  and h o l i s t i c  r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  Male s e x u a l i t y  is 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as v i s u a l ,  g e n i t a l ,  o b j e c t i f y i n g ,  and dismembering, 

w i t h  a n  ertsphasis on t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  a f f e c t i o n  and lave, e x -  

h i b i t i n g  a p r e o c c u p a t i o n  wi th  s e x  f o r  s e x y s  sake .*  Women have  a 

h d  i s t i c  s e x u a l i t y  because  t h e y  a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  work i n  t h e  

r e p r o d u c t i v e  s e c t o r ,  i.e. c h i l d b e a r i n g  and c h i l d r e a r i n g .  Female 

s e x u a l i t y  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  t a c t i l e ,  a f f e c t i o n a t e ,  and nan- 

ub j e c t i  f y i n g .  These d i  f f e r e n t  s e x u a l  i t i e s  a r e  a rcsul  t of t h e  

s e x u a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r .  

Sable c h a r g e s  c a p i t a l i s m  w i t h  t h e  d e s e n s i t i z a t i o n  and 

d e s e n s u a l i z a t i o n  of  males which r e s u l t s  i n  p e n i l e  hypers;ensi- 

t i v i t y  Ca p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  e r e c t i o n  and e j a c u l a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  

a f f e c t i o n  and s e n s u a l i t y ) .  T h i s  d e s e n s u a l i z a t i o n  is due t o  t h e  



a t o m i s t i c ,  b a r i n g ,  r e p e t i t i v t .  work men are  r e q u i r e d  to  do i n  t h e  

p roduc t  i v e  s e c t o r .  Stsble a r g u e s  t h a t  worr~etr 5uf f e r  frcm a l i  ena- 

t i o n /  disrf~emberment syndrcme as  a r e s u l t  o f  m a l e  s e x u a l i t y  w i t h i n  

cap i t a l iwr t .  

The *harmy f o r  S a b l e  is t h e  harm done tct male s e x u a l i t y  

w i t h i n  c a p i t a l  i s m .  The n e e d s  of male s e x u a l i t y  produce  n e g a t i v e  

consequences  f o r  women, A s  a r e s u l t  of  t h i s  damage t o  ma1 e 

s e x u a l i t y ,  u b j e c t i o n a b l e  pornography w i l l  cctnt inue t o  f l o u r i s h  i n  

contemporary  s o c i e t y  as a way f a r  men t o  recoup  power i n  a 

f a n t a s y  realm. H e  seems t o  s u p p c ~ r t  t h e  c a t h a r s i s  t h e o r y  when he 

s ta tes  t h a t  g i v e n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n ,  i f  wen don ' t  have  a c c e s s  

t12 pornography,  t h e y  might t r y  t o  recover  l o s t  power by a c t u a l l y  

p h y s i c a l l y  c o e r c i n g  women. One c o u l d  p o i n t  a u t  t h a t  men have 

a c c e s s  t o  a wider r a n g e  of pornugraphy p r e s e n t l y  t h a n  ever  b e f o r e  

and r a p e  s t a t i s t i c s  c o n t i n u e  ta  i n c r e a s e ,  I t  would be more 

t h e o r e t i c a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  f o r  him t o  a r g u e  f o r  s u p p r e s s i o n  of 

pornography i n  that  s u p p r e s s i o n  would r ern~>ve atr o u t  let f a r  f r us-- 

t r a t i o n ,  which might theM l e a d  to  a v e n t i n g  of t h i s  anger  toward 

t h e  economic system. 

Sot,le r e f e r s  t o  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  l i k e  t h a t  of 

Wigqins et a1 i19E81 where h e  c l a i m s  t h e r e  is p a r t i a l  ccwfirma- 

t i o n  o f  menys  pyefevence  f o r  fvagwtentat ian o f  t h e  female  body, 

e . g .  " t i t -men ,"  o r  "leg-men". S o b l e  d i s c u s s e s  haw men's 

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  workforce ,  w i t h  an emphasis  a n  performance,  

s h a p e s  male s e x u a l i t y i 7 0 3  b u t ,  t h e r e  is v e r y  l i t t l e  ha rd  e v i d e n c e  

produced t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  c o t ~ t e n t i a n s ,  Soble r e f e r s  t o  r e s e a r c h ,  



l i k e  t h a t  of Gagnon & Simon (19733, which c a l l s  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  the 

n a t i o n  t h a t  men comple te ly  s e p a r a t e  a f f e c t i o n  from s e x  a s  S u b l e  

a i m  Gagnon & Simlon a r g u e  t h a t  d u e  to t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m o s t  s e x  

c ~ c c u r s  w i t h i n  mar r i age ,  men d o  seem t o  b e  a b l e  to a t t a i n  b o t h  s e x  

and a f f e c t  i o n  t o  s o m e  degr  ee, S o b l e  d i  s r i t i  sses t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n ,  

c l a i m i n g  t h a t  men grow bored w i t h  t h e i r  wives  s e x u a l l y  and need 

pornography and p r o s t i t u t e s ,  H e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  

uf pornography is e v i d e n c e  of men's v i s u a l ,  a b J e c t i f y i n g ,  g e n i t a l  

s e x u a l i t y ,  Fur t h e  rimst p a r t ,  S a b l e  r e l i e s  on a wide r a n g e  a f  

p h i l a s s p h i c a l  ca rmenta ry ,  e s p e c i a l l y  f e m i n i s t  commentary. 

However, mtuch o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  S o b l e  draws at? is s e l e c t i v e l y  

chosen tct supper t h i s  c o n t e n t  i o n s .  

Sob le ,  p u r s u i n g  h i s  argument r e g a r d i n g  t h e  cotmect i on armnq 

c a p i t a l  ism-male s e x u a l  i ty-pornography,  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  portmgraphy 

s e r v e s  as b o t h  a  s t a b i  l i  z i n g  and de-s tabi  l i z i n g  phenomena, 

Pornography s e r v e s  t h e  ecsnomi c sys tem a s  a cornrilodi t y  which is 

h i g h l y  marke tab le ,  a s  a n  i n d u s t r y  which CY e a t e s  .jotm atsd b r  i rigs 

i n  t a x  revenue,  and as e n t e r t a i n m e n t  f o r  men which a c t s  as  a 

c t ivernion t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  a l i e n a t i n g  wtsrk and 

munoyamiceus marr iage .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, w i t h  pctrnography*s 

emphas i s  on r e c r c a t  i ona l  s e x ,  g roup  s e x ,  homosexual i t y ,  et c . ,  i d 

under m i  n e s  t h e  p r e s e n t  s a c  i a1  o r d e r  based on h e t e r o s e x u a l ,  

monogamous marr i a y e .  Rut what SobXe over  l a d s  is t h a t  w h i l e  

male homusexual m a t e r i a l  is a v a i l a b l e ,  produced by gay men f o r  

o t h e r  g a y  men, t h e  m a J o r i t y  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  is h e t e r o -  

 sexual . lo S c e n e s  of l e s b i a n  s e x u a l  i t y  du occur  i n  hrrterosexual.  



pornography,  b u t  a r e  g e n e r a l  l y  a r i~ale  c o n s t r u &  i o n  of what 

l e s b i a n  s e x  is a c t u a l l y  l i k e .  (Smith,  1.376; Bunch, 1380; Valverde  

& Weir, 1985). 

S u h l e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  g i v e n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n t e n t  of pornography 

i t  is " p e r n i c i o u s  enough t o  war ran t  some r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  even 

c e n s o r s h i p ,  " C2) b u t  h e  d o e s  n o t  e x p l a i n  what maker i a l  s h o ~ r l d  t:,e 

r e s t r i c t e d  and which censored .  S o b 1 e y s  i r l t i rna te  t h e s i s  is t h a t  

o n c e  c a p i t a l i s m  is r e p l a c e d  w i t h  communism, pornography w i l l  be 

pr~:~drrced, consumed, and en joyed under d i  f fer e n t  s o c i a l  and 

economic cundi  t ic tns .  These c o n d i t i o n s  w i  11 n u t  c o e r c e  i n d i v i - -  

d u a l s  i n t o  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  p r o d u c t i n n ,  and p e o p l e  w i l l  nu t  

consume pcwnogr aphy o u t  of f r u s t r a t i o n  and r e p r e s s i o n ,  

Sub1 es s emphasis  un rnater ial  condi  t i c ~ n s  is a n  i mpruvement 

over  p r e v i o u s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  Ghat i g n o r e  the economic c o n t e x t ,  

But ,  t h e r e  a r e  numerc~us problems w i t h  S a b l e ' s  a n a l y s i s .  F i r s t ,  

h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  of  pornography is p r o b l e m a t i c  and vague. Hater  iaX 

t h a t  d e s c r i b e s  o r  d e p i c t s  s e x u a l  o r g a n s  c o u l d  be  sel f-help o r  s e x  

e d u c a t i o n a l  r r ~ a t e r i a l .  And what e x a c t l y  is meant by " p r e l u d e s  t o  

s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y "  --- t h a t  c o u l d  mean m a t e r i a l  t h a t  d e p i c t s  

k i s s i n g ?  

S o b l e  a r g u e s  t h a t  ma1 e s e x u a l  i t y  is damaged i n  c a p i t a l  i s m  

due  t o  men's e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  workforce .  Women, who arc at  

home, e x h i b i t  a n u r t u r i n g ,  t a c t i l e ,  not?- -shjec t ionable  siiexuality,  

S u b l e  i g n o r e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a v e r  h a l f  of a l l  mar r i ed  women are i n  

t h e  wlxkforcei1 and t h a t  warnen are rncrre s u b j e c t  t h a n  men t o  

r e p e t i t i v e ,  b o r i n g ,  l o w  s t a t u s  and p o o r l y  p a i d  work. Fullowing 



Sable's argument,  t h e s e  women s h o u l d  e x h i b i t  s e x u a l  u b j e c t i f i c a - -  

t i o n  of men. S o b l e  is aware  o f  t h i s  puoblem bu t  c l a i m s  t h a t  

a l t h o u g h  many women a r e  i n  t h e  workforce ,  t h e y  are s t i l l  n u r -  

t u r e r s  o f  c h i l d r e n  and m e n  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e i r  s e x u a l i t y  r e m a i n s  

h o l i s t i c ,  A l s o ,  h e  c l a i m s  t h a t  i f  wcmlen a r e  i n  t h e  wcwkfurce 

t h e i r  .jobs a r e  u s u a l l y  o f  a n u r t u r i n g  k ind  so t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  is 

r e a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  men's. W e  i n s i s t s  t h a t  as more women f l o o d  

i n t o  t h e  l a b o u r  n ~ a r k c t  irr n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  .jobs w e  shouf d  e x p e c t  

t o  see fernale s e x u a l i t y  e x h i b i t  t h e  same p r o p e r t i e s  a s  male 

s e x u a l i t y .  H e  c l a i n i s  t h e r e  a r e  a l r e a d y  s i g n s  t h a t  t h i s  is 

happening,  bu t  p r o v i d e s  nu e v i d e n c e .  

I have  s t a t e d  t h a t  S o b l e  d raws  on a g r e a t  d e a l  of  phi losoph-  

i c a l  comrrrentary t o  sxtppsrt  h i s  cc tn ten t ions ,  He refers  t o  and is 

c r i t i c a l  of ferrtinist  avgurnerrt, Much o f  h i s  c r i  t i c i s r r t  seems 

c o n t r i v e d .  Far  example, h e  clairws t h a t  pornography d o e s  not  

t r a n s m i t  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y  a s  s o m e  f e m i n i s t s  c l a im,  

" I t  is r a r e l y  p o l i t i c a l  speech;  i t  is 
manuf a c t  uued t o  induce s e x u a l  a r o u s a l ,  
n o t  p h i l o s u p h i c a l l y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  ac-- 
t i v i t y . ~ ~ ' 2  

T h i s  is d i  f  f i c u l t  t o  a c c e p t  i f  one h a s  looked a t  much pornug- 

raptly. Pcwnoyraphy can be used t o  t r a n s m i t  messages r e g a r d i n g  

ntale power arrd dominat ion  of  women. I r e f e r  h e r e  to  f i  lnss such  

a s  &yn_q.-c-7c~d.-~b,g~gd, ( a v a i l a b l e  a t  Red H o t  V ideo) .  I n  t h i s  v i d e o  a 

young c o u p l e  r u n  o u t  of  g a s  i n  a  d e s e r t n d  a r e a  and  t h e  nmn g o e s  

f o r  h e l p .  TWO men, who came upon t h e  young wornan, abdttt::t her  and 

Lake h e r  to a  shed.  They s t r i p  her  and force her  tci engage i n  



oral s e x .  Then t h e y  r a p e  h e r  w h i l e  be l lowing  " a l l  g i r l s  want t o  

b e  raped."  The men i g n o r e  t h e  unman's c r y i n g  and d i s c c m f o r t ,  

i n s t e a d  w~oc ki  ng h e r .  The woman is t h e n  dragged t u her  knees  and 

a n a l l y  r aped  w h i l e  one  man b e a t s  he r  a c r o s s  t h e  b u t t c ~ c k s .  The 

woman is sc reaming  SO t h e  o t h e r  wan f o r c e s  h i s  p e n i s  i n t o  her 

mouth and e v e n t u a l l y  p u l l s  a u t  and e j a c u l a t e s  i n  he r  f ace .  T h i s  

t y p e  of s c e n a r i o  e r o t i c i n e r ;  v i o l e n c e  and h u r n i l i a t i o n  avld i t  is no 

a c c i d e n t  t h a t  men a r e  t h e  a g g r e s s o r s  i n  t h e  s c e n a r i o  and a woman 

t h e  victim. G o b l e r s  remarks about  t h e  l a c k  of  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e n -  

t i o n  i n  pornography seems a c s n t r a d i c t i c m  of  e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i u n  

i n  which h e  c l a i m s  pornography is about r e c o u p i n g  male power. 

S o b l e  s e e m s  to  a n t i c i p a t e  t h i s  k ind  s f  c r i t i c i s m  when h e  

q u i c k l y  adds t h a t  f a n t a s i z i n g  about  r a p i n g  zisrrteune and actual. 1 y 

r a p i n g  sameone a r e  twu d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s .  S u b l e  i g n o r e s  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  real w~=rmen b e i n g  abused i n  t h i s  t y p e  of f i  1n.c to 

p r o v i d e  t h e  voyeur wi th  s e x u a l  p l e a s u r e .  A s  w e l l ,  even t h ~ u g h  

t h e  viewer may f e e l  c o n f i d e n t  that t h e  women i n  t h e  f i l m  ou 

p i c t o r i a l  a r e  " j u s t  a c t i n g " ,  w e  have  f i r s t  hand a c c o u n t s  from 

porn  a c t r e s s e s ,  b i k e  L-inda 1-..ovelace, t h a t  she was ~ f t e n  c o e r c e d  

at gun p o i n t  i n t o  t h e  s e x u a l  a c t s  s h e  performed i n  b i g  box o f f i c e  

h i t s  l i k e  Ihge,Ihrna$n H o w  can w e  be  s u r e  when w e  a r e  v iewing a 

v i d e o  l i k e  t h e  one  d e s c r i b e d  ahuve t h a t  what w e  a r e  s e e i n g  is 

consensua l  a c t i v i t y ?  

Boble  nsai r t t a i n s  t h a t  pl=rrnogr aphy i r3 a d e s t a b i  l i r i n g  

i n f  l u a n c e  undermining h e t e r a s e ~ u a l  , monogarimus m a r r i a g e  b y  

pr  c s rmt  i ng r e c r e a t i o n a l  and homosexual sex. Cant r a r  y t o  what 



Sob1 e s u g g e s t s ,  por nugr aphy does n o t  under m i  n e  s e x i  s m ,  a f e a t u r e  

o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  economic and s o c i a l  sys tem.  Pornography must 

o f t e n  r e i n f o r c e s  s e x i s m  tSmith,  1976; Malamuth and S p i n n e r ,  

1980). A s  S u b l e  a d m i t s  pornography is a medium l a r g e l y  f u r  t h e  

e x p r e s s i o n  of  ma1 e s e x u a l  power. 

'The way S o b l e  deescr i b e s  t h e  impact  of c a p i t a l i s m  cm male 

s e x u a l i t y  and t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of t h a t  s e x u a l i t y  f o r  

woraen is prob le rha t i c .  C h i l d r e n  l e a r n  a b o u t  t h e i r  s e x u a l i t y ,  

what is and is n o t  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  i n  what ways s e x u a l  d e s i r e  may b e  

s a t i s f i e d ,  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e y  e n t e r  t h e  workfo rce .  S c ~ b l e  a p p e a r s  

t u  a r g u e  t h a t  a d u l t  m a l e  s e x u a l i t y  is shaped  by t h e  male's 

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  war k f u r c e  and f emale  s e x u a l i t y  by worr~en's 

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  home. P t  is f a r  more p l a u s i b l e  t o  a r g u e  t h a t  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  by f a m i l y ,  p e e r  g roup ,  c h u r c h ,  s c h o o l ,  and media,  

a l l  a f  which a r e  a f f e c t e d  by  the p r e v a i l i n g  made of  p r o d u c t i o n ,  

s h a p e  s e x u a l i t y .  However, t h i s  s h a p e  is n o t  f i x e d  and p r e d i c t a b l e  

i n  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  u r  by  gender  a s  S o b l e  would have  u s  b e l i e v e .  

S a b l e  d o e s  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n ,  i n  v e r y  c c m c r e t e  t e r ~ ~ s ,  why h e  

t h i n k s  pornography w i  11 e x i s t  i n  contnrtrnisrn and  how i t  w i l l  be 

d i f f e r e n t .  H e  a lso u n d e r t a k e s  a d i s c u s s i o n  of  how t h e  pornography 

i n d u s t r y  s e r v e s  ou r  p r e s e n t  eccrnorr~ic sys tem.  Sob le1  s t r e a t i s e  i s 

n o t  gender  b l i n d  b u t  i n  h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  women become " j u s t  

v i c t  i r t t s .  " Again, t h e y  do n o t  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  s e x u a l  r e p r e s s i o n .  

U n l i k e  S c b l e ,  S t e w a r t  C1977) d e v o t e s  h i s  e n t i r e  paper  t o  

demonst r  at  i ng t h e  impor ta r rce  f a r  a rr~av x i  st e x p l a n a t  i o n  of t h e  

d i s t i n c t  i o n  between o b s c e n i t y  and pcwnography. Acccwding t u  



S t e w a r t ,  a c a p i t a l i s t  economic sys tem is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  

c v  eat i o n  of t h e  pt.ret~sneuton por nogr aphy, St ewar L d e s c r  i b e s  por nog- 

r aphy  a s  a r e c e n t  h i s t u r  i c a l  phenomenon cctncerned w i t h  pe r  for--  

mance and f r a g w ~ e n t a t i o n .  t lbscen i ty ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, is 

m a t e r i a l  which h a s  a lways  e x i s t e d .  H e  d e f i n e s  o b s c e n i t y  a s  t h e  

d e s i r e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  s e x u a l i t y  i n  a  v e r y  p u b l i c  way, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  

t h e  t h e a t r e ,  where such  a d i s p l a y  o r  e x p r e s s i o n  wctuld b e  con- 

s i d e r e d  a v i o l a t i o n  of cormuni ty  s t a n d a r d s  of t h e  t i m e .  H e  

d e s c r i b e s  o b s c e n i t y  as  parody and s a t i r e  e x h i b i t i n g  a  k ind  of 

" u n i d e o l o g i c a l  a n a r c h y W < 3 9 5 ) ,  Obscen i ty ,  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  

e x p r e s s e s  n u t  contempt f o r  s e x u a l  i t y  bu t  arr~usement . Obsceni t y ,  

f o r  S t e w a r t ,  r e p r e s e n t s  s e x  a s  n a t u r a l  and makes n o  a t t e m p t  t o  

a n a l y z e  or u n d e r s t a n d  i t s  mechanisms. Pornography,  u n l i k e  

o b s c e n i t y ,  is c o n t r i v e d ,  

". . .Sex ( i n  pornography:) is n e i t h e r . .  . 
n a t  uraX nor is t h e  d r  i ve sex f -- 
explanatcwy,  bu t  is a  l e a r n e d  and 
h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  a c t i v i t y . .  . I #  13 

S t e w a r t  a r g u e s  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  advent  of  Cl el andF s F%cny-Y&&& 

CC-ondon,J~~~:r  a  d e f i n i t e  change t o o k  p l a c e  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  w i t h  --"",---- 

s e x u a l  c o n t e n t .  I t  was a t  t h i s  time t h a t  S tewar t  c l a i r r ~ s  paunoq- 

r  aphy w a s  born.  Thi s mater i a1 w a s  d i  f f e r e n t  t h a n  p r e v i  u u s l  y 

a v a i l a b l e  mater i a l  i n  t h a t  i t  s t r u n g  s e x ~ r a l  s c e n a r  icrs t o g e t h e r  

f o r  t h e  sole purpose  of s e x u a l  a r o u s a l  and orgasm. 

S e x ,  for S t e w a r t ,  is b a s i c a l l y  a n a t u r a l  good t h a t  s h o u l d  be  

l e f t  t o  its f:awn d e v i c e s .  Pornography is d i s g u s t i n g  t o  S t e w a r t  

b e c a u s e  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  t r y  to f o r c e  sexcnali t y  i n t o  a pre--packaged, 



f u r  mula-r i dden set of iw~per s o n a l  s e x ~ t a l  machi rrat i sns, a1 1 v e r y  

s t e r i l e  and p r e d i c t a b l e ,  Pornography,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S t e w a r t ,  is a 

p r o d u c t  which t h e  consumer c a n  r e l y  on t o  p roduce  a c e r t a i n  s t a t e  

o f  mind c o n d u c i v e  t o  orgasm. H e  c a l l s  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t h e  

total  l y  c a u g h t  up w i t h  p e r  forw~ance  and achievement ,  which c l e a r l y  

r e f l e c t s  t h e  v a l u e s  of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  sys tem.  

"Modern c a p i t a l i s m  h a s  produced no t  j u s t  
pornography,  b u t  " p o r n o g r a p h i c  man, " a 
c r e a t u r e  o n l y  too r e a d y  t o  judge  hirnsel f 
and o t h e r s  cm t h e  s t a n d a r d  of  " l o n g i t u d -  
i n a l "  prowess,  by t e l l i n g  him t h a t  a l l  
h i s  o t h e r  l i f e  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  s o  .judged 
i n  t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e  so how c o u l d  h e  b e  
exempt on t h i s  s c a l e  of v a l u e s  and 
v a l i d i t y  as  well'?"15 

F u r t h e r ,  Stewart a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  1 anguage  o f  t h o  p i  e c e s  h e  

c o n s i d e r s  is d i  f f e r e n t  t h a n  e a r l i e r  m a t e r i a l  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t i n g  

how c a p i t a l i s m  began t o  s h a p e  t h e  c o n t e n t  of  pornography,  The  

c h a r a c t e r s  i n  Fkg~y-YL&k d i s c u s s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e i r  b c d i  es and 

s e x u a l  s k i l l s  i n  t h e  m a r k e t p l a c e  and t h e  c o n t r a c t s  t h e y  may enter  

i n t o  w i t h  t h e i r  c l i e n t s .  S t e w a r t  i n s i s t s  t h a t  po rnograph ic  

m a t e r i a l  p r e s e n t i n g  p e o p l e  as p e r f o r m e r s  o r  t h e  sum of t h e i r  

s e x u a l  o r g a n s  w a s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  b e f o r e  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Ruvc~lu t  ican. 

" . . . the modern f l o o d  o f  parnography. . ,  
t e l l s  u s  less abou t  t h e  p rob lems  o f  
our  s e x u a l i t y . .  . t h a n  i t  tel l s u s  abou t  
t h e  deep  l e s i o n s  i n  o u r  s o u l  c r e a t e d  by 
t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e , . ,  " f r e e  market t '  
ecar-rorny i n  areas no  o n e  e v e r  wanted to  
admit  a r e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  c o n d i t i c ~ n e d .  t1 16 

L i k e  S o b l e ,  "harm" f o r  Stewart, is t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  sys tem.  

C a p i t a l i s m  h a s  c r e a t e d  t h i s  o b j e c t i c ~ n a b l e  m a t e r i a l  and n e i t h e r  



t h e  i n d u s t r y  nor  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  change  u n t i l  the s y s t e m  

changes .  

S t e w a r t  ' s d i  s c u s s i  on r e g a r d i n g  o b s c e n i t y  and pornography i s 

c o n f u s i n g ,  O b s c e n i t y  h e  c l a i m s  e x i s t e d  l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  

m o s t l y  i n  t h e  f a r m  of t h e a t r e .  Sex w a s  p r e s e n t e d  as a n a t u r a l ,  

humorous p a r t  of l i f e .  A f t e r  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  

adven t  of  c a p i t a l i s w ~ ,  pornography is born.  Pornography is des -  

c r i b e d  as  a c o n t r i v e d  media p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  mechanica l  s e x  and 

per formance .  T h e r e  is c e r t a i n l y  v a l i d i t y  t o  S t e w a r t 9 s  d e s c r i ~ r - -  

t i a n  of modern pornography,  b u t  t o  s a y  t h a t  no  parnography 

e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  R e v o l u t i o n  is t o  i g n o r e  m a t e r i a l  

1 i k e Lhg,l,a~ciykgg%-Hyeg!;r_iggL a p i e c  e d  i sc u s s e d  by t h e  

Krcmhausens. T h i s  p i e c e  w a s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  1700's. The s t o r y  is 

c o m p l e t e l y  conce rned  w i t h  mechanica l  s e x ,  makes n o  a t t e m p t  t o  

e x p l o r e  s e x u a l i t y  ctr emotion i n  a s e r i o u s  o r  humorous way, and 

was c e r t a i n l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  f o r  o n e  p u r p o s e  anl y ,  i.e. s e x u a l  

a r o u s a l .  %he s c e n a r i o  i n c l u d e s  t h e  d e f l o r a t i o n  of a yctung v i r g i n  

fewtale w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  young woman*s mother. A l s o ,  t o  

c l a i m  t h a t  o n l y  t h e  " o b s c e n i t y "  of  t h e  p a s t  c a n  b e  humorous f a i l s  

t o  t ake  i n t o  accoun t  a whole segment o f  conteru,porary pornograph ic  

material, e s p e c i a l l y  f i l m ,  which is q u i t e  cclnsciotnsly produced as 

parody of  g e n e r a l  r e l e a s e  f i l m s ,  For example,  a d i s t r i b u t o r  w i l l  

p roduce  a f i l m  1 i ke f?.~k,Lgggaa which is a s a t i r e  of  Et3~ge~agpp~ 

t h e  famous Erouke S h i e l d ' s  f i l m .  The whale p i e c e  is a s e x u a l l y  

e x p l i c i t  sa t i re .  T h i s  c r i t i c i s m  s i m p l y  d o e s  no t  hold .  

S t e w a r t  i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e  cctntent  of pornography produced 



w i t h i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  sys tem r e f l e c t s  t h e  v a l u e s  of  per  fornance  

and achievement .  I t  is not  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c e p t  S t e w a r t ' s  c l a i m  

t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t  and l anguage  of modern pornography c o u l d  b e  

shaped by t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  e c o n ~ m i c  sys tem o r  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  of 

s e x u a l  r  e p r  #sen t  at i on h a s  changed t hv ough t i me. However, he 

i g n o r e s  t h e  s e x i s t  and r a c i s t  d imens ions  i n  pornography. These 

a r e  a l so  f e a t u r e s  of  our p r e s e n t  economic and s o c i a l  a r r a n g e -  

ments. 

St ewar t p r  e s e n t  s almost  rm e v i  dence  t cr suppou t h i  s p s s i  t i on 

excep t  f o r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  material he c l a i m s  d e r m n s t r a t e s  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  of  o b s c e n i t y  a n  t h e  o n e  hand, and pornography on t h e  

o t h e r .  And h e  n e g l e c t s  t o  p u t  forward any sr.rggestion!s f o r  act ictn 

u r  change,  The i m p l i c i t  conclus ior?  is t h a t  o n l y  t h e  R r e v o l t r t i c ~ n ~  

can  b r i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  changes.  T h i s  p o s i t i o n  makes i t  impos-- 

s i b l e  f o r  a n y t h i n g  t o  b e  done about  porutagraphy r i g h t  now, 

A m a r x i s t  who d o e s  no t  t a k e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w e  must t w a i t  

for the r e v o l u t i o n y  is McNall i1983). McNall, a n  e d u c a t o r  and 

s o c i o l c q i s t ,  d e f i n e s  pornugraphy a s  m a t e r i a l  "whether v i s u a l  o r  

g r a p h i c ,  t h a t  d e g r a d e s  women t h r o u g h  t h e  f a c t  of  t h e i r  s e x " ,  

Pornography p r e s e n t s  women as i n f e r i o r  and may p o r t r a y  imp1 i c i  t 

o r  e x p l i c i t  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  thei,~."l t E r o t i c a y ,  which McNall 

feels is art impor tan t  d i s t i n c t i c t r t  t o  make, is about  " e q u a l i t y  ctf 

e r o t i c  exper ienceUC195) .  

Far  McNalf, pornography is an i d e o l o g i c a l  mechanism which 

h e l p s  t o  reproduce  c e r t a i n  r j c~c ia l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  product icm,  i n  

t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  f emale  s u b s e r v i e n c e ,  The message s f  pornography,  



M c N a l l  claiws, is t h a t  sex is unde r  male c o n t r o l  and  t h a t  t h e  

wuman as  a n  a c t i v e  s e x u a l  a g e n t  is t h r e a t e n i n g .  The woman must 

b e  domina ted  a n d  h e r  s e x u a l  p l e a s u r e  s u b o r d i n a t e d .  M c N a l  l a l so  

a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  "free marketT idea i n  a c a p i t a l i s t  s c t c i e t y  means 

t h a t  w a r  k e r s  are s e e n  a s  s e l l i n g  t h e i r  l a b o u r  power f r e e l y  

w i t h o u t  c~=lercictn.  T h i s  l a c k  o f  c o e r c i o n  weans,  f o r  t h o s e  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  po rnography  i n d u s t r y ,  t h a t  a n y  woman who s u f  f e r s  

harm or h u m i l i a t i o n  as a r e s u l t  of h e r  i nva lvemen t  i n  pcvna-  

g r a p h i c  p r u d u c t i u n ,  s h o u l d  n o t  e l i c i t  compass ion ,  a s  i t  w a s  h e r  

c h o i c e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  I n  t h i s  way, t h e  consumer is a b s o l v e d  of 

a n y  r e s p o n s i  b i  i t y t o w a r d  t h e  p e r  s o n s  i n t h e  por  nogr  aph  y t h e y  

p u r c h a s e .  

McNall sees women as a cl  ass d i s c u  i m i  n a t  e d  a g a i n s t  b e c a u s e  

o f  t h e i r  b i o l o g y .  A fcwm of t h i s  discrimination is p o r n c q r a p h y  

w h i c h  d e p i c t s  women at out--of-.-cantrol , p a s s i v e  and  i t r fer  i o r  . 
P w n c q r a p h y  h e l p s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  female s e x u a l  a1 i e n a t  i o n  and 

i n c r e a s e s  t h e  maf  e c ~ t ~ s u n ~ e r  5' s e n s e  o f  power , c a n t  r a 1  , and  super'--- 

i o P i k y .  

McNall m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  i n  m~odeut~ s o c i e t y  nten h a v e  been  

a1 lowed t o  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  s e x u a l  i t y  and  women h a v e  n o t .  Because  

sex is under  m a l e  c o n t r o l ,  d o m i n a t i o n  and  c o e r c i o n  a y e  cons t an t ;  

t hemes  i n  pornography.  Fur McNall , t h e  ?harmT f ra r t~  po rnography  

is t h a t  i t  is " p a r t  of  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  m y s t i f i c a t i o n  whereby 

p e o p l e  ccme t o  i n t e r n a l i z e  rimdes o f  d c m i n a t i o n  and  s u b o r d i n a -  

t i o n .  " l8 The! har r i~  i 5 t h e  p r e s e n t a t  i n n  of  wcrrnen as  n o w p e o p l e .  

H e  a r g u e s ,  l i k e  S n b l e ,  t h a t  po rnography  is c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  



f r a g m e n t a t i o n  p r e s e n t i n g  wc~rnen as t h e  sum o f  a  s e r i e s  of budy 

p a r t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c t i v e ,  t h i n k i n g ,  f e e l i n g  s e x u a l  p a r t i c i p a n t s  

w i t h  n e e d s  and d e s i r e s  of t h e i r  own. 

McNall p r e s e n t s  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  d a t a  from p r i m i t i v e  c u l t u r e s  

t o  d e m a n s t r a t e  how an i d e c ~ l o g i c a l  sys tem suppcir t s  and p e r p e t u a t  es 

male  dorfiinance and female  subor d i n a t  i on, FCW example, he  di  s- 

c u s s e s  t h e  Mbum Kpau s o c i e t y  of  A f r i c a .  Men c o n t r o l  female  

r e p r o d u c t i v e  c a p a c i t y  t h r o u g h  "exogamy, p a t r  i 1  i n e a l  d e s c e n t  and a 

s y s t e m  of exchange"C187:~. F i n e s  for pregnancy b e f o r e  m a r r i a g e  and 

t t r idewea l th  at t h e  t i w e  o f  m a r r i a g e  a r e  p a i d  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  

p a t r i  1  i n e a g e  i n  c a s h  o r  1  i v e s t s c k .  Women become a  camrnudi t y  

e q u a t e d  w i t h  rrisney o r  food. Wornen a r e  s o c i a l i z e d  rtot to want t o  

eat "ch icken"  because  t h e y  a r e  l i k e  t h e  "ch icken" ,  i .e. domest i -  

caked a n i m a l s  who have  no ~ o r ~ t ~ c t l  over  t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i v e  

c a p a c i t y  and have  t h e i r  "eggsi1 t a k e n  from them by men who t h e n  

c a n  produce  w e a l t h  a s  e a c h  c h i l d  b r i n g s  a  payment from t h e  

woman9s fami ly .  Tct McNall , t h e  f a c t  t h a t  wc~men d o  n u t  e a t  

"ch icke t~? '  and a r e  e q u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  "ch icken"  d e m o n s t r a t e s  s y w -  

b o l  i c  s u b o r d i n a t  ion.  Modern p~wnography  f o r  McNall is a symbol i r  

derrmnst r  a t  i ori of  t h e  same mal e contu  c r l  . Por nogr aphy i s p a r t  o f  a  

p a t r i a r c h a l  i d e o l o g i c a l  sys tem which d e v e l o p s  t c ~  media te  cun- 

t u a d i c t i o n s  I r e a l  o r  p e r c e i v e d  loss of  power) and t o  p e r p e t u a t e  

t h e  s t a t u s  quo, t h a t  is, c a p i t a l i s t  p a t r i a r c h y .  In  t h i s  a r e a ,  

McNall makes a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  case f o r  t h e  power of  s u p e r s t r u c t u r a l  

e leroents  i n  c o n s t r a i n i n g  o r  s h a p i n g  t h ~ z ~ u g h t  and behav iour .  

McNal 1 r  ecummends t h a t  w e  expose  por nogr aphy' s sexism 



t h r o u g h  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  He feels t h a t  i n  do ing  t h i s  w e  w i l l  be  

c h a l l e n g i n g  a whole r a n g e  of p r a c t i c e s  and a t t i t u d e s  towards  

"For us, t o  c h a l l e n g e  pornography a s  a  
sys tem of syritbol i c  dami n a t  i 4 3 n  is t o  
c h a l l e n g e  our s o c i e t y ' s  CI p r e s s i o n  of 
women i n  a l l  its forms." 16" 

McNaXl* s arraf y s i s  i a  power f u l  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  di f f i c u l  t i es 

w i t h  i t .  W e  have  a l r e a d y  e x p l o r e d  t h e  problems w i t h  d e f i n i n g  

par  rrogr aphy as degrading.  McNall d e f i n e s  pornography as; rrtater i a1  

which d e g r a d e s  wc~rrten th rough  t h e  f a c t  of  t h e i r  s e x ,  But what is 

rr~eartt by t d e y ~ a d i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  f a c t  o f  t h e i r  sex*'? T h i s  state- 

ment is c o n f u s i n g  and c o u l d  mean t h a t  i t  is degrad ing  t o  show 

wornerr naked and i n v o l v e d  i n  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y .  McNal lys  d e f i v r i t i o n  

of ' e r o t i c a '  is also l e f t  unexp la ined .  What d o e s  " e q u a l i t y  of 

eirt~t i c  exper i e n c e "  mean? These terms need el abor ad i an. 

Second, a 1  though McNal 1 d i  s c u s s e s  haw pornography s e r v e s  

capi taXiwn by r e i n f o r c i n g  male dominance, t h e  f o c u s  is an p a t r i - .  

a r c h y  and n o t  c~n t h e  i n d u s t r y  -- and t h e r e  is no e x p l i c i t  c l a s s  

argument b e i n g  made, u n l e s s  one  is w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  n o t i o n  

t h a t  women a r e  a c l a s s  e x p l o i t e d  by men as a c l a s s .  There  is a  

g s l ~ d  deaf a€ contrcrversy atsout; u s i n g  ' c l a s s *  i n  t h i s  rr~anner, 

t h e r e b y  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t ,  f o r  example, working c l a s s  wortten have  

more i n  common w i t h  midd le  and upper c l a s s  women t h a n  w i t h  

working c l a s s  males. 

Fi  t ~ a l l .  y ,  McNall * s r ecomnsendat i on t h a t  we expose t h e  s e x i  s m  

i n  pcwnography t h r c ~ u g h  pub1 i c  educa t  i o n  is i rnpurtant b u t ,  a g c ~ d  



d e a l  more w i l l  have  t o  b e  done  t o  change  a t e n  b i l l i o n  d o l l a r  a 

y e a r  i n d u s t r y .  

The mar x i  st emphas i s  on water i a1 c o n d i t i o n s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

por  nc~gr  aptly i s i mpor t a n t  atld t h e r e  i s u s u a l  1 y  some ac knawl edge-- 

ment of t h e  d i  f f e r e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  men and women i n  

pornography,  even i f  t h a t  t r e a t m e n t  is p r o b l e m a t i c .  The o v e r r  i d -  

i n q  problem w i t h  m a r x i s t  a n a l y s i s  is t h e  c l a i m  t h a t  pornography 

w i  11 ei t h w  d i s a p p e a r  i n  communism o r  b e  u n o b j e c t  i o n a b l  e, b e c a u s e  

i t  w i l l  b e  produced under  d i  f f s r e n t  s o c i a l  and economic cond i -  

t i o n s .  The problem is t h a t  w e  have  n o  way of t e s t i n g  t h i s  

h y p o t h e t i c a l  v i s i o n .  I f  p a t r i a r c h a l  r e b a t i o n s  a r e  i g n o r e d  o r  

t r  i v i a l  i z e d ,  and t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  consequences  f n r  women le f t  

u n a d d r e s s e d ,  i t  canno t  be assumed t h a t  a communist s o c i e t y  w i  11 

b e  s e x u a l l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  ar t h a t  s e x i s t  imagery and i d e o l o g y  w i l l  

n o t  b e  p r e s e n t .  F u r t h e r ,  communist s ta tes ,  m ~ h  a s  China ,  h a v e  

n o t  succeeded  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s e x u a l l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  s o c i e t y  

Eal t trough irr~por t ant i n r o a d s  h a v e  been  made) nor  have  t h e y  er adi-.  

c a t e d  pornography.  20 

Mar x i  st argument h a s  expanded our  under st and i  ng of  purnog- 

raptly,  by p l a c i n g  pornography i n  i t s  economic c a n t e x t  and 

i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  w e  e x p l o r e  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  t h a t  c o n t e x t .  They 

have  examined c o n t e n t  and  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  power d i m e n s i o n s  

d i s p l a y e d  i n  t h i s  media,  McNall i n s i s t s  t h a t  pornography is 

p a t r i a r c h a l  i d e a l o g y  used  t o  m e d i a t e  c u n t r a d i c t i s n s  and p r o t e c t  

t h e  s t a t u s  quo. M a r x i s t s  i n s i s t  t h a t  w i t h i n  c a p i t a l i s m ,  s e x  is 

c x p l o i  t e d  as any  o t h e r  m a r k e t a b l e  cc~mmadi t y .  Never t h e 1  ess, t h e r e  



is no s p e c i  f i c  c l a s s  argument b e i n g  made. S c ~ b l e  comes c l o s e s t ,  

c r  i t  i c i  z i n g  c a p i t  a1 i s m  f  or t h e  d e s e n s i t  i r a t  i on and desensua l  i za-  

t i o n  o f  males i n  t h e  workforce ,  which d i s t o r t s  t h e i r  s e x u a l i t y  

and p roduces  n e g a t i v e  consequences  f o r  wowen. None of t h e s e  

cummentators  t a k e s  w e a l  t h y  i n d u s t r y  mogul5 1  i k e  Hugh Hefner cw 

Bob Eucci one and d e m n n s t r a t e s  how t h e y  e x p l u i  t t h e  w o r  k i  nq c l a s s ,  

male and female.  Surveys  te l l  u s  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  p u r c h a s e r s  o f  

bo~lrks and rriagazines i n  a d u l t  b s ~ ~ k s t o r e s  a r e  whi te ,  w~idd le -c lass ,  

21 m a r r i e d ,  e d u c a t e d ,  w h i t e  c o l l a r  males  . Data c o l l e c t e d  d u r i n g  

t h e  r e s e a r c h  f  o u  t h e  1970 Pornogr aphy Cammission s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

models f u r  p i c t o r i a l  magazines were o f t e n  middle  c l a s s ,  s i n g l e ,  

feniaf e c s l  l e g e  s t u d e n t s  r t o t  mewtbers o f  t h e  wur ki  rtg c l a s s  Froor. A 

woman c u l  l e g e  s t u d e n t  t u r n e d  porn  mc~del , when i n t e r v i e w e d ,  

c l a imed  women p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  g e n e r a l l y  because  i t  is 

"easy  wcwk" and pays  w e l l .  T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  model s t a t e d  s h e  was 

i nvolved b e c a m e  of an  a r t i s t i c  in te re !%t .  22 A cummcln myth s c w m  

t o  b e  t h a t  p r o s t i t u t e s  make up a l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  of  t h e  models  

f w  pornography,  y e t  t h e  same r e s e a r c h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  p r o s t i t u t e s  

were no t  v e r y  l i k e l y  t o  be wm3el.s b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o u l d  make more 

mcmey e l sewhere .  So,  t h e r e  is same doubt  as t a  whether an  e x -  

p l i c i t  c l a s s  argument c a n  b e  made an t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  a v a i l a b l e  

d a t a .  W e  s imply  dl3 n o t  have  a s u f f i c i e n t  o r  ccmtemporary d a t a b a s e  

from which t u  make t h e s e  arguments ,  Weir i1987) a r g u e s  t h a t  

c e r t a i n  s t r u g g l e s  d o  n o t  l e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  a s i m p l e  c l a s s  

r e d u c t  i o n i  st argurutent . Porrtography a p p e a r s  t o  b e  one  o f  t; h e s e  

s t r u g g l e s .  



g g g k a & & s ~ . - E e & ~ ~ L ~ t s  

S o c i a l i s t  fe r r t in is t s  a r g u e  t h a t  c ls r ; s i sm,  sexism,  and r a c i s m  

are a l l  i n t e r r e l a t e d  s y s t e m s  of o p p r e s s i o n  i n  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y ,  

None o f  t h e s e  systerrcs i s titoy e f  ut~dawent  a1 or d e t e r  r i t i  n i  nfg t hat1 

a n o t h e r .  Women's o p p r e s s i o n  can  b e  t r a c e d  t o  bo th  t h e  a r e a  a f  

p roduc t  i o n  and r e p r o d u c t  ion .  In the area of produc t  i o n  wcmen 

have  p rov ided  a cheap r e s e r v e  army of  l a b o u r .  Within t h e  home, 

t h e  av e a  of  r e p r  oduct  i on, women have  been Y e spuns i  b l  e f o r  

1 )  reprciducing a  labctur f o r c e ,  i.e. c h i l d b e a r i n g  and c h i l d r e a r - -  

ing; 25 consuming; 3) p r o v i d i n g  s p e c i f i c  n e e d s  f o r  males.  These 

s p e c  i f i c  n e e d s  have  been i d e n t i  f i e d  by Jaggar  (1983) as  emoticmal 

and p h y s i c a l  con'lfor t I i n c l u d i n g  r e c r e a t  iorral sex) and s t tppor t  t o  

c o u n t e r b a l a n c e  t h e  f r u s t r a t i c t n s  of a c c m p e t i t i v e  workplace.  

S o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  r e j e c t  t h e  l i b e r a l  view t h a t  s e x  is a 

p r i v a t e  m a t t e r  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a r g u i n g  i n s t e a d  t h a t  w e  have a 

c u f l e c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  s e x u a l  freedom, t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of s e x ,  and 

t h e  u s e  of s e x u a l  materials, They also r e j e c t  t h e  t v a d i t i o n a l  

mar x i s t  view t h a t  sex and p r o c r e a t i o n  a r e  n o t  a r e n a s  f o r  human 

c:level crpment . 23 Soc i a1  is% f e m i  n i  sts a r g u e  t h a t  p r o c r ~ a t  i v e  and 

s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  are s o c i a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  t h e r e f o r e  a l t e r a b l e ,  

and t h a t  t r a n s f a r ~ i t i n g  the o r g a n i z a t i c m  of  t h e s e  human a c t i v i t i e s  

c o u l d  b r i n g  abou t  s i g n i  f i c a n t  change i n  s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

Soci  a1  i st f e m i n i s t s  have  on1 y  r e c e n t  1  y  ent e r e d  t h e  pornog- 

r aphy  d e b a t e .  Most s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s ,  who have  w r i t t e n  can t h i s  

t o p i c ,  a r e  found i n  what is r e f e r r e d  to a s  the a n t i - c e n s o r s h i p  

camp. They ctppose S t a t e  r e g u l a t i o n  uf pornography.  They $el i e v e  



s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  u s e  of c e n s o r s h i p  is u l t i m a t e l y  dangerous  for  

f e m i n i s t s ,  as t h e  same State c e n s o r s h i p  cuulct b e  used t o  s u p p r e s s  

f e m i n i s t  and gay p u b l i c a t i o n s  or p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  They also a r e  

d e e p l y  concerned w i t h  t h e  a l l i a n c e s  t h a t  a r e  b e i n g  made by 

f e m i n i s t s  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  and "New R i g h t "  groups .  These " N e w  

R i  ght  " g r  o u p s  have  .joi ned f; h e  a n t  i -pornography campaign f o r  v e r y  

d i  f  f e r e n t  r e a s o n s ,  t h e y  be1 i e v e  s e x  is p o t e n t i a l l y  dangerous  and 

c o r r u p t i n g .  Burs tyn  (19851 a r g u e s  t h a t  v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  

b e i n g  used t o  f i g h t  pcwnography when t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  w ~ l ~ l d  b e  

rfiore e f f e c t i v e l y  s p e n t  improving G h e  economic and s o c i a l  corrdi- 

t i cans of  wc~men . She a r g u e s  t h a t  c e n s o r s h i p  i s danger u u s  because  

it p u t s  more power i n t o  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  State. Diamond f19851 

a l s o  opposes  c e n s o r s h i p  because ,  i n  h e r  o p i n i o n ,  w e  need freedom 

t o  exp l  o r e  our rjextsal i t  y .  D i  armnd argues; f o r  af t ctr nat i v e  non- 

s e x i s t ,  non--coercive irnagery. Wuhin < 1984) a r g u e s  f o r  a r e l a x a -  

t i o n  o f  a l l  c w t t r u l s  o u r  s e x u a l i t y  and pornography. Rtrbiny s 

cuncer  n i s w i  t h  s e x u a l  r e p r e s s i o n  e s p e c i  a 1  l y  s e x u a l  ha r  assment o f  

horrlusextnals, She  b e l i e v e s  a  r a d i c a l  t h e o r y  of  s e x u a l i t y  n e e d s  t o  

b e  deve lc~ped  t c~ exami n e  s e x u a l  behavi  our  and s e x u a l  var  i at i on 

c r o s s - c u l  t u r a l  1  y .  

S o c i a l i s t  fe r f t in is t s ,  l i k e  Varda Burstyn (19853, i n s i s t  t h a t  

t h e  c e n t r a l  f c c u s  f o r  t h e  wcmenPs rrrovement s h o u l d  n u t  b e  pcwncl- 

graphy bu t  sexism,  Burs tyn  e d i t e d  a  v e r y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  book 

advancing t h e  a n t i - c e n s o r s h i p  f e m i n i s t  p o s i t  ion.  She also agreed  

t o  a n  i n t e r v i e w  in fbr-grtt w~agazine t.Septentber, 19851 pub1 iskted by 

Bob Eiucciorte o f  Pget;hggsge Er~uu_~ is a nsagarine in which r e a d e r s  



write in about their own sexual experiences. In this article, 

Bur styn el abor ated her ant i --censor ship vi ews, Her appearance in 

this magazine infuriated many rnerslbers of the w~:~rlmen~s community. 

Bur st yt~ contends that the ant i -par nogr aphy moverfterrt , ai wed 
at eliminating pornography through censorship, is a waste of 

f emi nist energy and r esources. She ar ryues that "sexi st por nag.- 

raptly is a product of the economic and sc~cial conditions of our 

mxiety. . . "24 and that is what must be addressed. These ccmdi- 

t ions then are what must be changed before sexist pornography 

will disappear. 

", .,Sexist pornography will go away when 
women no longer need to sell their sexuality 
and men no longer need or want to look to 
sexist pictures to find out about sex, to 
learn what they are suppose to be and want 
as men, and tc~ support their need ta feel 
superior to women. ct 25 

Bur styn dermnds that w e  exercise extreme caut i on in ucji ng 

the "punitive, tap-down structure of the State" in controlling 

sexuality and pornography. What we rteed to cia, in her opinion, 

is to use pub1 ic resources to teach yccung people sexual respon- 

sibility. But, at the sawre tinle, if wstutet~ a r e  not allowed and 

encouraged to became self-supporting, autanumous individuals, 

none of the prabl ems women are pr esent 1 y exper i enci ng, i ncl  d i n g  

ubiquitous sexist pornography, will change ar improve. 

Burstyn does not provide a definition of pornography, It can 

be gleaned from her discussion that she is describing must 

pornography as "loaded with sesi st vaX ues, " C 17) But, she a1 so 

makes reference ta acceptable, nun-sexist material. She describes 



n o n - s e x i s t  m a t e r i a l  as imagery which d e p i c t s  s e x  as  f u n ,  o u t s i d e  

o f  m a r r i a g e  and n o t  n e c e s s a r i  1 y  h e t e r o s e x u a l  - She  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  

t h e s e  a r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  pornography t h a t  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  

f i n d  so t h r e a t e n i n g .  S h e  makes a d i s t i n c t i o n  betweerr s e x i s t  and 

n o n - s e x i s t  pornc~graphy,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  f u l l  y  d e s c r i b e  o r  p r o v i d e  

examples  of ei t h e r  . 
B u r s t y n  a r g u e s  t h a t  s e x u a l i t y  is State atxi f f ta fe-cor~t ro l led .  

She  p o i n t s  c ~ u t  how c ts tab l  i s h e d  r e 1  i g i o n  h a s  m a i n t a i n e d  authc i r i  t y  

and i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h i s  area. She r e r r~ inds  ur; t h a t  p a t r i a r c h a l  

Yudaect-Chr i st i an  i d e a s  a b o u t  s e x  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  to  c ~ m % i  d e r  . She 

asks us t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n o t i o n s  t h a t  are  promoted b y  t h e  Church, 

e .g .  t h e  C a t h o l i c  Church, w i t h  r e g a r d  ~ C I  s e x u a l i t y ,  wc~men9s p l a c e  

i n  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  u s e  o f  c a n t r a c e p t i c m ,  a c c e s s  t o  a b o r t i o n ,  e t c .  

" C o d i f i e d  i n  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
of J e r u s a l e m  and Rarne,  t h e s e  ideas r e f l e c t  
a profound r e j e c t i o n  and fear of wumenPs 
autonomy and a s o n s  quen t  d e g r a d a t i o n  of 
women's s e x u a l i t y . "  % 

B u r s t y n  i n s i s t s  t h a t  w e  musit b u i l d  and c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a new 

s e x u a l  c u l t u r e  fused  w i t h  f e m i n i s t ,  n o h - s e x i s t  , nan-coe rc ive  

images.  S h e  a r g u e s  f o r  c r  eat i ng a1 t e r n a t  i v e  s e x u a l  imagery  w h i  uh 

p a r t r a y s  s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  a p o s i t i v e  and e g a l i t a r i a n  l i g h t ,  

f r e e  o f  c o e r c i o n .  I t  is i m p o s s i b l e ,  i n  B u r s t y n ' s  o p i n i o n ,  t o  

r e h a b i l i t a t e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  pornography i n d u s t r y ,  b u t  p o s s i b l e  t o  

courr ter  its n e g a t i v e  and  s e x i s t  message. " W e  must work t o  e f f e c t  

change  i n  t h e  v e r y  forrtts of c u l t u r e  t h a t  o r g a n i z e  and t ransr ts i t  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  s e x u a l i t y .  W e  h a v e  t o  r e c l a i m  our  r i g h t  t o  a 

sex rml  c u l  t a r e ,  shaped by us, for us. "27 Nurstyn c o o t  i n u o u s l  y 



s p e a k s  sn b e h a l f  of s e x u a l  p l u r a l i t y  and t h e  need t o  encourage  

n u t  o n l y  mut uaf r  e s ~ t e c  t b e t  ween men and women, but  mutual r  e s p e c t  

between h e t e r o s e x u a l  5 and homosexuals.  

Fur Burs tyn  u s i n g  c e n s o r s h i p  a s  a n ~ e a n s  of d e a l i n g  w i t h  

pcwnography is harmful .  She s u g g e s t s  t h a t  making pcrnography 

r a t h e r  t h a n  sexism t h e  f o c u s  f o r  t h e  warnen's N~oveNkctlt is danger-  

o u s  and d i v i s i v e .  She a r g u e s  t h a t  w e  must work f o r  "eccmornic and 

i n s t  i t u t  i unal  change.  is  28 

Burstyr? s u p p o r t s  he r  corrterrti(ur~s r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d a n g e r s  of 

censcwship  by p r e s e n t i n g  a h i s t c w i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  growth o f  

f e m i n i s t  s t r u g g l e  and t h e  way t h a t  c e n s o r s h i p  h a s  been used t o  

c o n t r o l  f e m i n i s t  d i s s e n t  and d i s s e n t  i ti g e n e r a l .  She demon- 

s t r a t e s  h o w  c o n s e r v a t i v e  g r o u p s  and i n d i v i d u a l s ,  l i  ke  Mary Brown, 

Cha i rpe r son  of t h e  O n t a r i o  Fi lm and Review Board, u s e  e x i s t i n g  

r e g u l a t i o n  t o  s u p p r e s s  gay  and f e m i n i s t  m a t e r i a l  a s  w e l l  a s  

s e x u a l l y  e x p l i c i t  material t h e y  cctnsider  c o r r u p t i n g .  T h i s  Board 

h a s  t r i e d  L a  remove hooks t h e y  c o n s i d e r  i n a p p r o p r i a t e  from 

l i b r a r i e s  and t o  b lock t h e  u s e  of  t h e s e  bc~oks  i n  t h e  c lassruom,  

e.g, Margaret  Laurence* s Ih9,Qklih~grs. B u r s t  yn' s h i s t o r i c a l  

d i s c u s s i o n  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  p o s s i h l  e danger i n  c u r r e n t  a1  1 i a n c e s  

between f e m i n i s t s  and cc tnse rva t ives .  These c o a l  i t  i o n s  a l i g n  

f e m i n i s t s  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  and g r o u p s  who d o  not  s h a r e  f e m i n i s t  

g o a l s  a g a i n s t  o t h e r  f e m i n i s t s .  A s  Hearn i 11X?7:B s u g g e s t s ,  t h e s e  

e v e n t s  c o u l d  b e  s e r  i otts, car.asing d i  v i s i  on and c o s p t a t i o n .  The 

pornography c o n t r o v e r s y  is ctnly one  b a t t l e g r i m n d  of t h e  f i g h t  

b e t  ween t h e  gruwi ng @'New R i  gh t  " and l i b e r a l  , f e m i n i s t  and 



s o c i a l i s t  f o r c e s .  

" . . . w e  have a  m a  j o y  c u r r e n t  of c u n s e r v a t  i v e  
f o r c e s ,  symbolized.  . . i n  Canada by t h e  po l i - -  
t i c a l l y  a m b i t i o u s  Mary Bruwn...For these 
peop le ,  t h e  c e n s o r s h i p / l e g a l  r e f o r m / s u c i a l  
c o n t r o l  s t r a t e g y  is c o w f o r t a b l e ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  
and n e c e s s a r y  .... R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  af  t h e i r  
i n c r e a s i n g  s t r e n g t h  i n  Canada is t h e  r e c e n t  
series uf a t t a c k s  can 1  i b e r a l  and profeminisi t  
a r t i s t s ;  r e  e n t l e s s  prosiecut;ions of gay p u b l i -  
c a t  i o n s . .  . " k 

Bur st yn i n s i s t  s t h a t  w e  nsust crront i nu* t o f i q h t  a g a i  n s t  

s e x i s m  can e v e r y  l e v e l ,  t o  r e s i s t  u s i n g  pornography as  a f o c a l  

p o i n t ,  and abandon censcwship  a s  a way of d e a l i n g  w i t h  poruro- 

B u r s t y n r s  t r e a t i s e  is pr=rwerful i n  t h a t  i t  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l  

d e p t h ,  at  least as  f a r  as c e n s o r s h i p  is concerned,  and s h e  d o e s  

p l a c e  pounsgraphy w i t h i n  a c a p i t a l i s t  p a t r i a r c h a l  framewor k. She  

a r g u e s  f u r  econami c  and i n s t  i t u t i  unal  change,  b u t  s p e n d s  v e r y  

1  i t t l  e time d e v e l o p i n g  t h a t  uecornrneutdat ion. A1 though s o c i  a1 i st 

f e m i n i s t s  c l a i m  t o  be  camrnitted t o  an  examina t ion  of c l a s s ,  

gender  and r a c e ,  t h e r e  is no  d i s c u s s i o n  in B u r s t y n r s  t r e a t i s e  of 

t h e  r a c i s m  d e p i c t e d  i n  pornography,  In  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  r a d i c a l  

f e ro in i s t  c r i t i q u e  is s t r o n g e r .  Both Dworkin and G r i f f i n  d i s c u s s  

t h e  r a c i s m  p r e v a l e n t  i n  pornography. Br.nrstynps di~4cus~jican of 

s e x u a l  i t y  overcomes t h e  problems i n  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t  a n a l y s i s  by 

d e r w n s t r a t i n g  a concern  wi th  female s e x u a l  p l e a s u r e  as w e l l  as 

danger .  T h i s  concern  is c e r t a i n l y  novel  i n  d i s c u s s i o n s  about  

pornography.  Hawever, s h e  s p e n d s  sca much t i m e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  

d a n g e r s  of  c e n s o r s h i p  t h a t  s h e  r e a l l y  d o e s  n o t  d i s c u s s  



poynography i n  any  dep th .  A s  C o l e  6 1 9 8 9 3  a r g u e s ,  r m s t  of t h e  

r a ~ h y . ~ '  C o l e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  B u r s t y n y s  a p p e a r a n c e  i t ?  F"g~rt@ is 

more d a n g e r o u s  t h a n  t h e  p o s s i b l e  a 1  1 i a n c e s  o f  a n t  i -porn 

f e m i n i s t s .  B u r s t y n ,  i n  C o l e ' s  o p i n i o n ,  is b e i n g  o p e n l y  c o o p t e d  

S a r a  Diamond is a n  e x c e p t i o n  t o  C o l e ' s  c r i t i c i s r i ~  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  t r i v i a l i z a t i u n  of  pornography i n  t h e s e  a n t i - c e n s o r s h i p  

t r ea t  i ses, b e c a u s e  s h e  d o e s  d i s c u s s  por  nogr aphy . D i  arn~md is a n  

a r t i s t  who s p e a k s  and w r i t e s  on a l t e r n a t i v e  s e x u a l  imagery. 

Diamond i n s i s t s  t h a t  pornography is a cornplex phet~onsenctn w i t h  a 

number o f  d imens ions .  

" , , , i t  is a p r o d u c t  to b e  s o l d  by a 
m u l t i m i l l i c ~ n  d o l l a r  i n d u s t r y ;  a set  
of coded messages  abou t  s e x  and m a l e  
and female  voles i n  t h i s  c u l t u r e ;  and 
a s p e c i f i c  form a f  s e x u a l  and c u l t u r a l  
a c t i v i t y .  "3' 

Di armnd a s k s  t h a t  w e  % h i  nk abou t  pornography as a form o f  adve r -  

t i s i n g  f o r  male power, as a form of i n  format  i o n  abuu t  s a x ,  and a s  

a method o f  h a v i n g  a sel f  - sexual  e x p e r i e n c e .  Here Diamond i 5 

a r g u i n g  t h a t  pornography i s a b o u t  b o t h  s e x  and pc~wer . She feels 

t h e  ivrdus t ry  is s e l l i n g  risen a v e r s i o n  of what w a l e  s e x u a l  f u l  f i l -  

ment e n t a i l s .  O f  t e n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  view is durninat i o n  and c u n t r u l  

o f  women, Diamond a r g u e s  t h a t  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s  have  produced 

i n t e r e s t i n g  and a r o u s i n g  s e x u a l  imagery which is n u t  abou t  power 

o r  c o n t r o l .  Her p o i n t  is i m p o r t a n t  artd would b e  much m o r e  

p e r s u a s i v e  w i t h  e v i d e n c e  and examples .  



D i  arnc~nd never  d e f i n e s  h e r  u s e  of t h e  t e rm *porncqraphy* , 

S h e  d o e s  d i s c u s t i  t h e  fact; t hak  n o t  a11 pcwnography is v i o l e n t  and 

t h a t  m o s t  purnugraphy is s e x i s t ,  b u t  s h e  p r c w i d e s  n a  d e f i n i t i o n .  

Cier main f o c u s  is a r g u i n g  aga i r r s t  c e n s o r s h i p  and fctr a l t e r n a t i v e  

s e x u a l  imagery.  

D i  amand be1  i e v e s  s e x  t o  b e  a human gotxi. Pornography,  s h e  

c l a i m s ,  however o b j e c t i o n a b l  e, d o e s  d e p i c t  women a s  s e x u a l  

b e i n g s ,  She  a r g u e s  t h a t  women need  t o  r e c l a i m  t h e i r  s e x u a l i t y  

and i n i t i a t e  d i a l c ~ g u e  r e g a r d i n g  s e x  and s e x u a l  imagery b o t h  

w i t h i n  t h e  women's wtovement and w i t h o u t .  

" . . . w e  must w s r  k t c ~  r e p o s s e s s  ou r  s e x u a l  i t y ,  
t h r o u g h  tiex e d u c a t i o n  and  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  
sex-pos i  t i v e  irfiagery, and t h r o u g h  changing  
t h e  econort~ic and s o c i  a l  pusi t i a n  of women 
and men -- s t e p s  t h a t  w i l l  undermine t h e  de-- 
mand f I:I~ sex i st i mager y  . 11 32 

Di anrond a l  so bsf  i e v e s  that  non-soxxi st;, non-cowci  ve? p m  nogr aphy 

c c ~ u l d  b e  an  a c c e p t a b l e  a d j u n c t  t o  s e x u a l  l i f e .  

The 'harm9 far Diamond is i n  u s i n g  c e n s o r s h i p  a s  a way a f  

c o n t r o l  1  i n g  a r  s u p p r e s s i n g  pornography.  Because w e  need freedom 

t o  e x p l o r e  and e x p r e s s  our  s e x u a l i t y  w e  must not p u t  m o v e  power 

intct  t h e  hat~cfs o f  t h e  State. T h i s  i n c r e a s e d  pccwer w i l l  o n l y  

l e a d ,  i n  D i  anmt3dv s o p i  r t i  on, t o  hay assment  and r e p r e s s i a n  t:by 

s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  a g e n c i e s  h e a v i l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

view. I)i amond d o e s  n o t  a p p r o v e  of s e x i  st and/or  v i  ol erst pornog- 

r aphy ,  b u t  tihe b e l i e v e s  t h a t  pornography o n l y  r e f l e c t s  a s  much 

s e x i s m  a s  is i n  t h e  c u l t u r e ,  Pornography,  s h e  c l a i m s ,  r e f l e c t s  

a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  p r e j u d i c e  and d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and is used  by men 



t o  cwercome t h e i r  f e a r s  and i n s e c u r i t i e s .  

Diart~ond rmintaitlss t h a t  porrrography 1% a v~en ' s  i s s u e  which 

men s h o u l d  b e  d e a l i n g  w i t h ,  as t h e y  a r e  l a r g e l y  t h e  p r o d u c e r s ,  

d i s t r  i b u t o r a ,  and consumers.  Porn  is about  ma1 e sexua l  far t tasy ,  

no t  female  s e x u a l  f a n t a s y ,  and women d o  no t  buy much pornography. 

When you examine t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  pornography i t  is not d i f f i c u l t  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why wsr(~en d o  n c ~ t  buy rrruch pornography.  The erw 

p h a s i s  is on ma1 P s e x u a l  arausaX and orgasm n o t  or) e x p l o r i n g  

a r e a s  of p o s s i b l e  s e x u a l  a r o u s a l  f o r  wc~men. And, women a r e  u f t e n  

d e p i c t e d  i n  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  ways, For example, i n  t h e  f i l m  yg& 

F%qk, a  woman pe r fo rms  f e l l a t i o  on one  man w h i l e  b e i n g  v a g i n a l l y  

p e n e t r a t e d  by a n o t h e r ,  These a c t s  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  wcrrnal.1 

k n e e l i n g  a n  a curved,  wnoden pa rk  bench. I t  is c l e a r  t h e  woman 

is uncomfur tab le  and e x p e r i e n c i n g  pa in .  The canleva is q u i c k l y  

a v e r t e d  i f  too much d i s c m ~ f o r t  is r e g i s t e r e d ,  and t h e  scund t r a c k  

is overdubbed w i t h  Musak, The v i d e o  ends w i t h  b o t h  men e j a c u l a f - -  

i n g  i n  t h e  womans f a c e  s i m u l t a n e c ~ u s l y  w h i l e  s h e  g r imaces  

d i s g u s t e d l y ,  

"Far  women, watching porn  c a n  draw u s  i n t o  a  
complex knot af p l e a s u r e  and d iscsmfcwt .  
While w e  m a y  b e  a r o u s e d  by t h e  s e x u a l  a c t i -  
v i t i e s  d e p i c t e d ,  must o f  u s  canno t  avo id  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  woman...Whatever 
p l e a s u r e  w e  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  o f t e n  mixed w i t h  
a n x i e t y  about  our own s e x u a l i t y  b e i n g  so 
d i  f f e r e n t  from t h a t  shuwn and anger  a t  b e i n g  
forced i r r t o  a r o l e  t h a t  d o e s  no t  r ep rcse t s t  
who w e  art? and what w e  need s e x u a l  l y .  1133 

Diarmnd d u e s  no t  u s e  much r e s e a r c h  to suppor t he r  arguments ,  

b u t  r a t h e r  r  el i es on cormon s e n s e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  schism b e t  ween 



image and a c t u a l  b e h a v i u u r .  S h e  i g n o r e s  t h e  problem t h a t  real 

women are used ,  and  s o m e t i m e s  harmed, i n  t h e  p r o d u c t  i o n  of f i l m  

and  p i c t o r i a l  pornography.  H e r  a rgument  t h a t  po rnography  is 

"mer el y i rnager y" i s n F  t v e r y  p e r  s u a s i  ve. 

Diamond's s t r e n g t h  is h e r  d e s c r i p t i o n  sf pcwnography as a 

compl e x  phenomenon. R a t h e r  t h a n  ar g u i n g  f o r  c e n s o r  s h i p  and  

r e p r e s s i o n ,  s h e  stresses t h e  need  for fveadum i n  e x p l o r i n g  

sexuaX i ty, Even i f t h e r e  are o b j e c t  i oesatrle i rnagezi of wornen 

a v a i l a b l e  i n  o u r  s c c i e t y  now t h e s e  c a n  b e  offset  and c h a l l e n g e d  

b y  f emi n i  st irf~ages.  Diamond u l  t i mat el y a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  r e s a w  c e s  

o f  t h e  wcmenYs movement would b e  b e t t e r  s p e n t  g a i n i n g  a c c e s s  to 

t h e  media  Cshe s u g g e s t s  a woman-contra1 led television s t a t  i o n ) .  

Once t h i s  a c c e s s  is accompl i shed ,  t h e  media  c o u l d  b e  used  t o  

d i s s e m i n a t e  a l t e r n a t i v e  f e m i n i s t  i d e a s  and  imagery ,  I n  C h i s  way, 

t h e  s e x i s t  and sometimes v i o l e n t  message  uf pornography  c o u l d  b e  

c o n t r a d i c t e d .  

P i n a l l y  D i  amurrd, 1 i k e  Burstyr?,  a r g u e s  t h a t  what is r e q u i  red 

g a n i  z a t  i on bud, s h e  d o e s  n o t  expand  on  t h i  s st a t  emerbt . D i  arr~crnds 

p r e s c r i p t i o n s  are: 13 p u b l i c  d i a l o g u e  and  educat iccn a n  s e x  and 

po rnography ,  a n d  2) t h e  p r u d u c t i o n  o f  f e m i n i s t  a1 t e r n a t i v e  

i mager y  . 
Diartmndp s ar gumtent a t  t e m p t s  t o  t r a n s c e n d  t h e  s t a g n a t e d  

c e n s o r s h i p  d i  1  e m m a  and  e x p l o r e  o t h e r  i s s u e s  and  a 1  t e r n a t i v e s .  

She also  p l a c e s  po rnography  i n  its economic and  social c o n t e x t  

and  a s k s  u s  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of i ts  p r e s e n c e ,  a r g u i n g  



t h a t  i t  is a complex phenctmenon which is cctncerned w i t h  b o t h  sex 

and power. However, Diamondrs  a n a l y s i s  is n o t  wi thou t  f l aws .  I n  

t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  ;he neve r  p r o v i d e s  a d e f i n i t i o n  of pornography,  

a l t h o u g h  it is c l e a r  from h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  s h e  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  

much pornography is s e x i s t  and a 1 i m i  t e d  amount c c ~ e r c i v e .  Second,  

Ui amand a r g u e s  t h a t  p a r  nagr  aphy on1 y  r e f  1  e c t  s a s  much s e x i  s r n  a s  

is p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  c u l t u r e .  I n  h e r  view,  pornography d o e s  n o t  

h a v e  a t r a j e c t o r y  o f  its awn. T h i s  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c e p t .  The 

enorrmus  growth i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  s i n c e  World War I 1  is e v i d e n c e  

t h a t  t h e  i n d u s t r y  is c r e a t i n g  a  m a r k e t  f o r  pornography which d i d  

n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  e x i s t .  The f a c t  is t h a t  pornography f i  11s a need 

f o r  s e x u a l  expev i e n c e  and i n  f  or mat i on whi lc h canno t  be f i 1 l ed 

e l s e w h e r e .  This 1 e a v e s  t h e  a v e r a g e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  e s p e c i  a1 1 y young 

peopf e, open t o  t h e  pounopr aphy i n d u s t r y ' s  v iew of s e x u a l i t y ,  

male and femal e s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  s e x u a l  p r a c t i c e ,  e t c .  The 

pornography i n d u s t r y  c a n  myst i f  y  s e x u a l  r e 1  a t  i o n s  by d e p i c t i n g  

m a l e  s e x u a l  a g g r e s s i o n ,  f o r  .rl-xample, a s  normal 34 and /o r  making 

r  a t  her uncarmon w+rrual p r  a c t  i c e s ,  e. (3. group  s e x ,  appea r  corr~.-- 

monplace CZillman and Bryan t ,  19823. Pornc~graphy is no t  j u s t  a 

r e f l e c t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  a t t i t u d e s  and b e l i e f s ,  i t  is an a c t i v e  

a g e n t  i n  p e r p e t u a t i n g  a wide r a n g e  of i d e a s  abou t  s e x  and s e x u a l  

r el a t  .i ons.  

F i n a l l y ,  Diamond* s recornmendation t h a t  f e m i n i s t s  g a i n  a c c e s s  

t o  t h e  media is i m p o r t a n t  b u t ,  . jus t  as  B w ~ t y n  h a s  c l e a r l y  

d e n s ~ x r s t ~ a t e d ,  p r e v a i  1  i n g  I2ensor Boards  Ce-g.  t h e  Ontar  i ls Fi  ln .1  

Review B c ~ a r d )  are l i k e l y  t o  g o  a f t e r  f e r n i n i s t  p r o d u c t i o n s .  



Gaining a c c e s s  t o  t h e  media and b e i n g  a b l e  t o  fund s e r i o u s  

a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o j e c t s  w i l l  b e  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t .  These d i f f i c u l t i e s  

d o  no t  mean t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  abandon t h e  p r o j e c t ,  bu t  making 

a1 t e r n a t  i ve  irlsagev y a r  oaX i t y  and a s  w i  d e l  y a c c e s s i  ttl e a s  p o r n ~ ~ g -  

raphy  w i  11  b e  an enctrmous t a s k .  

Of a 1  1 the irr t i cles  a p p e a r i n g  i n  Bur s t y n P  s book, D i  arrlondr s 

is t h e  must s a t i s f y i n g  a n a l y s i s .  Mowever, b o t h  Eurs tyn  and 

Diamond spend a good d e a l  of t i m e  warning a g a i n s t  t h e  d a n g e r s  a f  

c e n s o r s h i p .  Cr i m i  n a l  sane t i o n ,  Custums r e g u l a t i o n ,  and Censor 

Boards  have  been t h e  methods employed by t h e  S t a t e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

parnography.  These methodc are X i  k e l y  t o  b e  u t i l i z e d  whether w e  

approve  o f  them or  n o t .  W e  can c o n t i n u e  t o  warn a g a i n s t  t h e  

d a n g e r s  of c e n s u r s h i p ,  b u t  t h e  c h a n c e s  a r e  t h a t  t h i s  method w i l l  

c a n t  i nue  and s o c i a l  i st f  e m i  ni st s w i  1 1 have  n o  i nput i rbt u pr  opcrsed 

l e g i s l a t  ictn o r  t h e  language of  prupused l u g i s l a t  i n n ,  l e a v i n g  

i nput  f r  ortt t h e  women9 % rtlovetrrent open t o  o t h e r  st r  earlis of 

feminism, such  as  r a d i c a l  feminism. I q u e s t i o n  t h e  wisdom of  

t h i s  s t a n c e ,  

A n  i n t e r e s t i n g  sub-group o f  t h e  a n t i  - -censorship  camp is what 

Heart1 C19871 r e f e r s  t o  as t h e  pro-sex camp. f e m i n i s t s  from t h i s  

sub--gr oup, n l o s t  no t  a b l y  Bay1 e Rubi n,  a r g u e  far a n  a u t  sr7icmous 

t h e o r y  of s e x u a l i t y .  In  R u b i n v s  e a r l i e r  work, such  as  

"t~af~&~.-tr_?-Wgg!gr_?L. s h e  developed t h e  concep t  of a sex-gender 

sys tem and a rgued  far i trj fundamer~ta l  and deterni i  n i  ng i rr f l u e n c e  

on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a p o s i t i o n  which is c c ~ n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  

%mi a1 ist f e n ~ i n i  st t h e o r e t i c a l  Cramewmk. But s h e  a r g u e s  t h a t  



n e i t h e r  mar xisrn nor Feminism a r e  a d e q u a t e  t h e o r i e s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

s e x u a l i t y .  

Rubi n aygues  t h a t  s e x u a l i t y  is a rea lm imbued w i t h  conf l i c t  

and p c ~ l i l i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  She i n s i s t s  t h a t  i n  s o m e  h i s t o r i c a l  

p e r i o d s  s e x  has been more p o l i t i c i z e d  t h a n  i n  o t h e r s .  She p o i n t s  

t o  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  s s c  ia l  ~ lovements  aimed a t  el irninat i n g  

I1 v i c e .  "35 These rnor a1  i t  y c r u s a d e s  apai n s t  mast w b a t  i c:m, pros-- 

t i t u t i o n ,  obscene  l i t e r a t u r e  and a b o r t i o n  have  l e f t  s c a r s  and 

uncomfor table ,  a n x i o u s  a t t i t u d e s  about  s e x u a l i t y .  Rubin r e w i n d s  

u s  t h a t  i n  t h e  n o t  so d i s t a n t  p a s t ,  i .e, t h e  1950'5, t h i s  mar- 

a l i t y  c r u s a d e  c e n t r e d  a n  homosexual panic .  During t h i s  time t h e  

l a b e l  o f  " sex  o f  fender"  w a s  c r e a t e d ,  w i t h  a  concarni tant  b u r s t  of 

new l e y i s l a t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c .  These new l a w s  gave  

p s y c h i a t r i s t s  and p a l  i c e  more power over  s e x  v a r i a n t s .  

Rubin m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  l a t e  1970 's  w e  began 

to e n t e r  a n o t h e r  p e r i o d  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a t t a c k s  on s e x u a l  

behaviour  by c o n s e r v a t i v e s  and re1 i g i o u s  fundamental i st s. She 

a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e r e  h a s  been a n  i n c r e a s e d  crackdown on p r o s t i t u t i o n  

and o b s c e n i t y .  P u b l i c  p a n i c s  arc; c r e a k e d  avcturkd i s s u e s  such a s  

" c h i l d  puunography" fol lowed by r e s t r i c t i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  She  

c l a i m s  as a r e s u l t  of a s c a r e  around homosexual r e c r u i t m e n t  sf 

t h e  young i n  1977 some S t a t e s  have  b rc~ugh t  back l a w s  a g a i n s t  b o t h  

n u d i t y  and s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  i t  i n v u l v e s  t h e  young, 

These l a w s  a c t u a l l y  m a k e  p i c t u r e s  o f  nude c h i l d r e n  i n  ant t i rs--  

plnlogy t e x t s  o r  e d u c a t i o n a l  f i lmr;  i l l e g a l .  4-55 w e l l ,  i n s t r u c t o r s  

c o u l d  be t e c h n i c a l l y  charged f o r  showing t h e  f i l m s  t a  any one 



under  e i g h t e e n .  Rubin warns  t h a t  much of t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  is 

produced a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  moral p a n i c %  is " i l l - c c m c e i v e d  and 

misd i rec ted" \ (272) .  A s  w e l l  as undermining  o r  rerrlaving s e x u a l  

f reedoms,  t h e s e  l a w s  w i l l  have  f a r -veach iu rg  e f f e c t s  on s e x u a l  

f reedom i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  She c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  "New R i g h t "  is now 

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  s t u u g p l e  a round  s e x u a l  freedom, inc lud i r rg  t h e  u s e  

o f  puvncqraphy. The "New R i g h t "  h a s  a f r i g h t e n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  

agenda.  The R i  g h t  w i  1 1 a t t a c k  o r  g a n i  z a t  i ons, 1 i k e  PX armed 

Parenthactd,  and t r y  t o  remove fund ing ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t h e s e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r e  p a r t  of  a communist c o n s p i r a c y  t o  undermine the 

f a m i l y  and t h e  moral f a b r i c  t::~f North American l i f e . 3 6  The R igh t  

h a s  d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  i s s u e s  l i k e  pornography c a n  m o b i l i z e  huge 

numbers of i n d i v i d u a l s .  She  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  growth  of  t h e  Moral 

M a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  Uni t ed  S t a t e s  and t h e  C i t i z e n s  f o r  Decency i n  

Canada. These  o r g a n i r a t  i o n s  have  Large  memberships and e x t e n s i v e  

f i n a n c i  a1  r e s o u r c e s .  They c a n  use t h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  i n f l u e n c e  

p u b l i c  s ~ p i n i c m  and/or  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s ,  l obby  c o n g r e s s  for 

l e g i s l a t i v e  change ,  and  b l o c k  p a s s a g e  of  b i l l s  l i k e  t h e  ERA, t u  

which t h e y  a r e  opposed. 

" P e r i o d s  such a s  t h e  18€30Ts i n  England 
and t h e  1 9 5 O V s  i n  t h e  U.S. r e c o d i  fy t h c  
r e l  a t  i o n s  o f  s e x u a l  i t y .  The st u uggl es 
t h a t  w e r e  fuught  l e a v e  a r e s i d u e  i n  t h e  
f ~ r r m  of  l a w s ,  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  and 
i d e o l o g i e s  which t h e n  a f f e c t  t h e  way i n  
which s e x u a l i t y  is e x p e r i e n c e d  l o n g  a f t e r  
t h e  immediate  c o n f l i c t s  have  faded .  1137 

Rt.rbin r e a l i z e s  that i k  is v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  in fo rmed  

dec  i s i c tns  abou t  s e x u a l  i t y  and pornography when t h e r e  is s u c h  a 



l a c k  o f  deve lc~ped  r a d i c a l  t h o u g h t  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  She, l i k e  many 

o t h e r s ,  conspl ai  n s  t h a t  a t h e o r y  of s e x t ~ a l  i t  y  has no t  been deve-  

l o p e d  and i n t e g r a t e d  i n t a  e x i s t i n g  t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  

According  t o  Rubin, pol  i t  i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of s e x u a l i t y  h a s  been 

m a r g i n a l i z e d ,  o v e r l o u k e d  c c m p l e t e l y ,  o r  d e n i g r a t e d  i n  e x i s t i n g  

s o c i  a1 t h e m i  es. S h e  c r i t i c i z e s  1 i b e r a l  t h e m  y ,  mar xism and 

mains t ream fsminisrn f o r  t h e i r  l a c k  o f  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  a r e a .  

Rubin recuw~mertds a model f o r  a t h y  ee-par t d e f  i n i  t i  ors o f  

pornography,  l e g a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  and s c t c i o l o g i c a l .  F i r s t ,  s h e  

c l a i m s ,  p txnqqraphy  is i l l e g a l ,  t h a t  i s, pornography is b e i  ng 

d e s c r i b e d  i n  l e g a l  d e f i n i t i o n s  as s e x r m l l y  e x p l i c i t  m a t e r i a l  

whose sole  p u r p o s e  is t o  a r o u s e  s e x u a l  d e s i r e .  The p o i n t  s h e  i . 5  

making is t h a t  i n  North America,  m a t e r i a l  w i t h  a c l e a r  s e x u a l  aim 

is n o t  c m s i d e r e d  1 e g i  t i m a t e  and w i  l 1 n o t  b e  e x t e n d e d  c o n s t  i t u -  

t i u n a l  p r o t e c t i c m  as  s p e e c h ,  i e .g .  Roth vs .  U.S. (1957). The 

h i s t o r i c a l  segment of t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  would a t t e m p t  t o  c o n t r a s t  

c u r r e n t  pounugraphic  m a t e r i a l  w i t h  p a s t  fa rms,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

r a t h e r  t h a n  nude p a i n t i n g s  cof l e c k e d  by  w e a l t h y  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  

p r i v a t e  showing,  w e  now have  mass-produced, commercial  sex i n  t h e  

f o r m  of  t h e  "cheap ,  d i r t y  book",38 f i l m ,  v i d e o ,  and p e r i o d i c a l .  

L a s t ,  p o r n o g r a p h i c  p r o d u c t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  w i t h i n  an  e s t a b l i s h e d  

i n d u s t r y  u t i l i z i n g  a s p e c i a l i z e d  g roup  o f  sex w u r k e r s  p roduc ing  a 

s p e c i f i c  k i n d  o f  produc t  w i t h  r e c o g n i z a b l e  convent iunsi ,  s o l d  i n  

c e r t a i n  p l a c e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  k i n d s  o f  a h s p s ,  e t c .  Rubin i n s i s t s  

t h a t  pornography c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  c o n c r e t e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  terrnti. 

Rubin c r i t i c i z e s  grclups who d e f i n e  pornography as v i o l e n t  



That way t h e y  a v o i d  having t u  answer t h e  e m p i r i c a l  q u e s t i u n  of 

how much pornography v e a l  l y  is v i o l e n t .  

". . . i f you w a l k  i n t o  a n  a d u l t  books to re ,  
n i n e t y  percent;  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  ytx& w i l l  
see is f r o n t a l  n u d i t y ,  i n t e r c o u r s e ,  and 
o r a l  s e x  w i t h  no h i n t  o f  v i o l e n c e  o r  
c o e r c i o n .  I t  39 

R u b i n y s  p o s i t i o n  on and k h a u a c t e r i z a t i u n  of  s e x u a l i t y  is 

complex. She  c a l l s  f o r  a r e - e v a l u a t i o n  of s e x u a l  h i e r a r c h y  i n  

hlorth America, According t;o Rtrbirt, t h i s  sexua l  h i e r a r c h y  is one  

w e  a r e  a1 1 knowingly o r  unknc~wingly p e r p e t u a t i n g .  She r e f e r s  

k w r e  t o  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  t h a t  p u t s  good, normal s e x u a l i t y  a t  t h e  

t o p ,  i . e. h e t e r u s e x u a l  , m a r r i e d ,  rnunogammus, p r o c r e a t i v e  

s e x u a l i t y  [ s h e  a d d s  h e r e  t h e  c o u p l e  a l s o  d o e s  n o t  use pornog- 

r a p h y ) .  From t h i s  i d e a l  s e x u a l i t y  t h e r e  is a g r a d u a l  d a w n s l i d e  

s t a r t  i ng w i t h  hetercrsexual  unnlar r  i ed coup1 es; h e t e r  usexual  , 
prumi r c u u u s  i n d i v i d u a l s ;  monogamous, homosexual coup1 es; and 

e v e n t ~ r a l  l y  i t ~ t o  t h e  " o u t e r  1  i m i  t s" o f  bad, abnor ma1 , s e x u a l  i t  y 

where p r o m i s c u o t ~ s  bclmctsexual s, t r a n s v e s t i t e s ,  sadornasochis2;~ ,  

e t c .  r e s i d e .  

T h i s  s e x u a l  h i e r a r c h y  is r e i n f o r c e d  by o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  

Nmr t h  Amer i c a n  s a c  i e t y .  Same r e 1  i g i o n s  ho ld  p r o c r e a t i v e  marvi age  

t o  be t h e  s i n g l e  i d e a l  form of s e x u a l i t y .  Psychology,  Rubin 

a r g u e s ,  prctmates h e t e r o s e x u a l  i t y .  She  a lso  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  s o c i a l  

t h e o r y  such  a s  feminism or  marxism d o e s  no t  c h a l l e n g e  t h i s  s i n g l e  

i d e a l  s e x u a l i t y .  She c a l l s  f u r  i n c r e a s e d  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  work i n  

t h i s  a r e a  t o  c r e a t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  r e g a r d i n g  s e x u a l  v a r i a t i o n -  

Rubin i n s i s t s  our c u l t u r e  t r e a t s  s e x  w i t h  s u s p i c i c ~ n ,  s e x u a l  



v a r i a t i o n  wi th  p a n i c ,  and a p p e a r s  t o  need an excuse  Crtiarriaye, 

r o m a n t i c  l o v e ,  or  p r o c r e a t i o n 3  t o  i n d u l g e  i n  sex .  

The *harm? f o r  Rubin is m u l t i p l e .  Harm steins from our 

r i g i d ,  a n x i o u s  s e x u a l  a t t i t u d e s  which c a u s e  s e x u a l  panic and 

p e r s e c u t i o n  of humusexuals. Groups o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  fused  w i t h  

t h i s  p a n i c  o f t e n  i n i t i a t e  or promote i 1 1 - - c a r ~ e i v e d  and dangerous  

l e g i s l a t i o n .  There  is a l s c ~  harm i n  t h e  f e m i n i s t  an t i -pornography 

movemenl, e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e y  a r g u e  t h a t  i f  w e  got r i d  of 

purnugraphy w e  w i l l  g e t  r i d  of v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  worfien. 

Rubi  n,  urtl i k e  a l r r s~a t  any at he r  c o ~ ~ t i ~ e r r t a t  o r  focuses; on s e x  

r e s e a r c h  ( c . g .  Einsey,  1'353; W e e k s ,  19773 and t h e  budding schol - -  

a r s h i p  on sex, Ce.g. Faucatnlt ,  19783, According t o  Rubin, t h i s  

is t h e  t y p e  of r e s e a r c h  w e  need t o  b e  doing.  She i n s i s t s  t h a t  w e  

must e s c a p e  frcm "sexual ecseetrtt i a1  i ~ m " ,  € s e x  a s  a t r  a n s h i  s t a r  i -- 
c a l ,  unchanging,  n a t u r a l  f o r c e )  and work toward a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  

s e x u a l  i t y ,  n o t  as t h e  dermrsi c, c t t ~ c u t ~ t r o l  1  a b l  c f o r c e  of 1 i b i  do, 

b u t  a s  a s o c i a l  c u n s t r u c t i c m  which can  change t h r c ~ u g h  t i m e  and 

w i t h  corr text .  

Rubi nV s pr  e s c r  i p t  i uns a r e  myr i a d .  She a r  g u e s  t h a t  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  s f  pornography a t  least c r e a t e s  s o m e  area of s e x u a l  

freedorti, even i f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  i t s e l f  is s e x i s t .  She  c a l l s  f o r  a 

r e l a x a t i o n  of a l l  c o n t r o l s  on se:t;~.tal behav iour ,  i n c l u d i n g  a g e  s f  

c o n s e n t  laws, and a11 c o n t r o l s  on pornography. She c a l l s  f o r  

i n c r e a s e d  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  s e x  v a r i a n t s  and a commitment t o  s e x u a l  

p l u r a l i s m .  Rubin s u p p o r l s  e f f o r t s  to c r e a t e  a l t e r n a t i v e  non- 

s e x i s t  imagery, s e x  e d u c a t i o n ,  and more pub1 i c  d i a l o g u e  from 



women about  what t h e y  want and need s e x u a l l y .  But, s h e  main- 

t a i n s ,  t h e s e  c o n s t r u c t i v e  measures  a r e  not  the o n e s  b e i n g  

promoted by a n t i  -purnography f e m i n i s t s .  

I n  Rubin ' s  o p i n i o n ,  pornography s h o u l d  b e  about  s e x u a l  

freedom, v a r i a t i o n ,  and e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n  and i f  i t  d o e s  no t  

c h a l l e n g e  sexism,  r a c i s m ,  or homaptmbia, t h e n  i t  is not  t h e  

l i b e r a t i n g  f o r c e  i t  c l a i m s  t13 be.  Atld, Rubin i n s i s t s ,  i f  i t  1% 

v i o l e n c e  w e  a r e  concerned about  we a r e  1  odking i n  t h e  wrong 

p l a c e .  Rubin i n s i s t s  t h a t  w e  c a n  n o t  , jus t  f o c u s  on t h e  purno- 

g raphy  i n d u s t r y ,  w e  have  tu 1  o a k  a t  t h e  way t h e  en* i r e  fhass media 

f u n c t i o n s  t o  r e p r c ~ d u c e  s e x i s m .  The novel  element  i n  Rubin 's  

a n a l y s i s  is h e r  emphasis  s t ?  t h e  develc~pment of r a d i c a l  s e x u a l  

t h e o r y .  Shc s u g g e s t s ,  i n  v e r y  c o n c r e t e  t e r m s ,  which r e s e a r c h e r s  

and t h e o r i s t s  might be drawn upon t u  l a y  t h e  concep tua l  ground- 

work, deve lop  c r i t i c a l  language,  and p r o v i d e  h i s t o r i c a l  dep th .  

Rubin  a r g u e s  t h a t  feminism canno t  c o n t i n u e  t o  c o n f u s e  s e x  w i t h  

gender .  She a s k s  u s  t o  remember t h a t  j u s t  a s  marxism cannot  

p roper  1  y  e x p l a i n  and addr ess gender i nequal  i t y, because  i t w a s  

nett d e s i g n e d  to  du so, n e i t h e r  c a n  feminism answer p r o p e r l y  

q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  s e x u a l  i t  y. 

Rub in ' s  h i s t c sv ica l  d i s c u s s i o n  of s e x u a l  r e p r e s s i o n  and moral 

p a n i c  a r e  i l l u m i n a t i n g ,  And, her  warn ings  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t -  

ies  of t h e  "New Wight" a r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  Rl thc~ugh Rubin p r u v i d e s  a  

rrtodel t o  use i n  d e v e l o p i n g  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  d e f i n i t i o n  of pornog- 

raphy,  s h e  d o e s  no t  m a k e  i t  c l e a r  what purpose  t h i s  t y p e  of 

d e f i n i t i o n  would b e  s e r v i n g ,  Would it  b e  a d e f i n i t i o n  f o r  l e g a l  



p u r p o s e s ,  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  f o r  r e s e a r c h 3  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  

e v a l u a t e  t h e  u s e f u l n e s s  of a d e f i n i t i o n  i f one  d o e s  no t  know what 

p u r p o s e  i t  is meant t o  s e r v e .  And s h e  h a s  n o t  made i t  c l e a r  what 

t y p e  of m a t e r i a l  s h e  would i n c l u d e  i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y  "pornography1*. 

F i n a l l y ,  her c l a i m  t h a t  pornography is i l l e g a l  is p e r p l e x i n g .  

Fornography is widely  a v a i l a b l e ,  n o t  i l l e g a l .  Her ~4eaning and 

i n t e n t  is e n t i r e l y  u n c l e a r .  

Rt.rbin9s c a l l  f o r  a r e l a x a t i o n  o f  c o n t r o l s  on consen t  l a w s  ir; 

d i s t u r b i n g .  I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  Rubin is cccndsning a d u l t - c h i l d  s e x .  

Rubin a lso argues t h a t  w e  car? n o t  . jus t  f o c u s  cm pornography,  w e  

have  t u  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  way t h e  e n t i r e  mass media r e p r o d u c e s  

sexism.  The problem w i t h  t h i s  approach is t h a t  pornography gets 

~ ; r i v j . a l i j r e d . ~ '  How %exism f ~ ~ n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  mass media is impor-- 

t a n t  t o  t h e  wc1menps rmvement, b u t  t h a t  d u e s  n o t  m a k e  a c r i t i c a l  

examinat  i a n  of pornography p o i n t  less. L a s t ,  Rubi n  a r g u e s  t h a t  

n e i t h e r  marxism ncw feminism a s  a  t h e o r y  can  a d e q u a t e l y  a d d r e s s  

s e x u a l i t y .  I t  is u n c l e a r  how s e x u a l i t y  c o u l d  b e  looked a t  

a d e q u a t e l y  wi thou t  examining i t  w i t h i n  t h e  ecot~orrric and s o c i a l  

context ;  a f  the p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  time frame i n  which i t  is 

b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d .  I t  may b e  t h a t  s c ~ c i a l i s t  ferr~inisrn is no t  i n  a 

posi  t ior r ,  a s  Weir f i987> a r g u e s ,  t o  g e t  i r tvolved w i t h  s e x  

r e s e a r c h ,  b u t  an a n a l y s i s  of s e x u a l  p a l  i t  i c s  can  b e  provided.  

However, social ist f e m i n i s t s  have  n o t  y e t  f u l  l y  i n t e g r a t e d  s e x u a l  

p o l i t i c s  i n t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  t h e o r e t i c a l  framework. 

The deve l  op ing  soci a1  i st f  emi ni st; a n a l  y s i  s i s i rftpor t a n t  and 

p romises  t o  advance and broaden our u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of pornography. 



A l s 1 3 ,  because  of  s o c i a l i s t  ferniniti t  ccmmi tment to  examining t h e  

r e 1  at  i o n s h i p  b e t  ween c l a s s ,  gender ,  and r  a c e ,  t h i  s per  s p e c t  i v e  

cca.tld overccme t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t  and scme 

m a r x i s t  a n a l y s e s ,  which have  carrcerr trated on e i t h e r  gender or  

c l a s s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c o n s i d e r a t i c t n  of a l l  t h r e e .  Also, because  

t h e y  oppose s t a t e  r e g u l a t i o n  of  sexual i t y  and psrnogr  aphy, 

s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s r  a n a l y s i s  is n a t  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  marshal1  f a c t s  

or  p roduce  e v i d e n c e  t a  f u r t h e r  e x a c e r b a t e  t h e  c e n s o r s h i p  con- 

f l i c t .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e y  a r e  committed t o  b o t h  e x p l o r i n g  female  

s e x u a l  p l e a s u r e ,  and c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  female  

S C I V ; L ~ ~  c u l t u r e ,  and exposing t h e  e x p l o i  t a t  i o n  of wc~men i n  clmkern- 

p o r a r  y  p ~ r  nogr a p h i  c imagery and p roduc t  i o n ,  But, however 

prclmising and c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  s c t c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t  

c r i t i q u e  is, i t  is n o t  wi thout  s h o r t c o m i n g s  and t h e r e  is ifsore I C E  

b e  done. 

F i r s t ,  s o c i a l i s t  fen'linisits g e t  caugh t  up i n  warning a g a i n s t  

t h e  d a n g e r s  o f  c e n s o r s h i p  and n e g l e c t  to e x p l o r e  pornography. 

And, a l t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  concerned w i t h  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a  f u l l  

a n a l y s i s  of t h e  i n d u s t r y  h a s  n o t  been done. W e  need t o  under- 

;it and t h e  pol  i t  i caf economy o f  pounogr aphy bef  or  @ w e  can  d e v e l o p  

s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  change. A s  C u r r i e  (1'38'3) s u g g e s t s  % h e  c e n s o r s h i p  

d e b a t e  h a s  d i v e r t e d  s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  from deve lop ing  a c r i t i -  

que  c ~ f  p r ~ d u c t i c t n .  L a s t ,  t h e i r  "no-censorship" at a l l  s t a n c e  is 

not e n t i r e l y  c o n v i n c i n g  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  c o e r c i v e  pornography 

Cinvulunt  a r y  bondage, p h y s i c a l  a s s a u l t  , r a p e ,  murder, and 

a d u l t / c h i l d  s e x ) .  They have  no t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  



ser i o u s  q u e s t  i on of t h e  cant i nued p ro1  i f e r a t i  on o f  t h i s  ia l .  

S o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  have  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  e n t e r e d  t h e  can- 

t r o v e r s y  s u r r o u n d i n g  pornography. They, as a group, have  been 

making s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  a r e a s  o f  wcmen's l a b o u r ,  

t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of mother ing ,  and t h e  develupment o f  a f e m i n i s t  

psy~:: tmanalysis .  One underdeveloped a r e a  h a s  been t h a t  o f  

s e x u a l  i t y  and pornography. T h i  s t ~ e g l  ec t h a s  1 e f t  thew unprepared  

t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  tier ictus imp1 i c a t i c t n s  of t h e  a n t i - p w t ~ o g r a p h y  

movement. T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  have  been drawn i n t o  t h e  d e b a t e  a s  a 

r e a c t i o n  t o  e x p l a n a t i u n s  and p r e s c r i p t i o n s  g e n e r a t e d  by r a d i c a l  

f e m i n i s t s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  leadq?rship.41 Tt7i.s 

underdevelcspnseurt has le f t  t h e  terms of t h e  d e b a t e  and s t r a t e g i e s  

f o r  change open t o  o t h e r s ,  such  as t h e  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t s .  

1% is h a r d  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  4ljocialis.t; f e m i n i s t s  from l i b e r a l  

f e m i n i s t s  i n  t h e  a n t i - c e n s o r s h i p  r h e t o r i c .  S o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  

appear  tcl b e  invo lved  h e r e  a s  g e n e r i c  They have  

made a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  l i b e r a l  f e m i n i s t s  and c i v i l  l i b e r t a r i a n s  a s  a 

t a c t i c  t o  muunt a  s u c c e s s f u l  r e s p o n s e  t o  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  of 

conse r  v a t  i v e s  and r a d i c a l  f  emi n i  st s, However impar t  a n t  t h e s e  

a l l i a n c e s  my b e  a t  t h e  p u b l i c  l e v e l ,  i t  s h o u l d  no t  p r e v e n t  u s  a t  

t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  l e v e l  from d e v e l o p i n g  a  c r i t i q u e  of t h e  pornog-- 

raptly i n d u s t r y  a s  a c a p i t a l i s t ,  p a t r i a r c h a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  

c e r t a i n  a ims  and v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s .  A s  Valverde  s t a t e s  " w e  have 

tct u n d e r s t a n d  what pornctgraphy is, how i t  came t o  b e  deveiuped,  

when, where, and why, and what p u r p o s e s  i t  s e r v e s  i n  t h o  l a r g e r  

s o c i a l  scheme.. . then w e  w i l l  b e  i n  a b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  c r i t i c i z e  



pornography..  . and l a y  t h e  foundation for i t s  a b s l  i t i u n  and 

r ep 1 ac emend " . 43 

I w i l l  draw on Weir's mudel of  sexual  p o l i t i c s  i n  Chapter V J  

to s u g g e s t  huw w e  might incorporate  a c r i t i c a l  examinat icm o f  

por nugr aphy and the pornography industry i n t  a a theory  of sexual 

p o l i t i c s .  
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CHAPTER V I  

In t h i s  c h a p t e r  I  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  outcome of ctur 

c r i t i c a l  examinat  i o n  of t h e  c a n s e r v a t i  ve ,  1  i b e r a l  , f e m i n i s t  , and 

m a r x i s t / s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  on pornography. I w i l l  

r e i t e r a t e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  our d i s c u s s i o n  of d e f i n i t i o n  and t h e n  

proceed w i t h  a b r i e f  summary of  t h e  manner i n  which each pe r spec-  

t i v e  deals w i t h  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i u n  of 

s e x ,  t h e  way i n  which harm is d e f i n e d ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  which is 

prodrsced t o  suppor t con ten t i cma ,  and t h e  p r e s c r  i pkicms f o r  

change.  I w i l l  a r g u e  t h a t  none s f  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  is s a t i s f a c - -  

tory, but  t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  ferrtinist  t h e o r e t i c a l  framework 

a p p e a r s  u s e f u l  f o r  examining ps rncgraphy  and t h e  pornography 

i n d u s t r y  i f ,  a s  Weir a r g u e s ,  a  ~ i e x ~ t a l  p o l i t i c s  is i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  

s u c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y .  I w i l l  s u g g e s t  how a  c r i t i c a l  e x -  

aminat  i o n  of pornography m i  y h t  b e  i n c o r p o r a l e d  i n t o  th is  model. 

i>gfifl"tkpn, 

I t  is c l e a r ,  a f t e r  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  use of d e f i n i t i u r r  

and t e rmino logy  by t h e  commentatctrs from t h e  d i  f f e r e n t  pe r spec -  

tives, t h a t  t h e  problem of  a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  pornography and t h e  

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e  u s e  of  d i  f f e v e n t  terminctlctgy m a k e  u s e f u l  d i s c u s -  

s i o n  of t h e  i s s u e s  d i  f f i c u l t  and t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of much 

r e s e a r c h  uncl  e a r  . The p r o b l  e m s  w i t h  t e r  m i  no1 ctgy and d e  f i n i  t i o n  

appear  t o  d e r i v e  from c a r e l e s s n e s s  and a s e r i o u s  l a c k  o f  

consensus .  There  d o e s  appear  t t = t  b e  agreerrtent t h a t  t h e  t e rm 



t a b s c e n i t y p  is o b s o l e t e  and s h o u l d  b e  abandoned. The t e rm 

par nogr aphy has been i d e n t  i f i ed  a 5  t h e  m o v e  appr ctpr i a t e  t erm f o r  

material c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e .  The s p e a k e r s  w e  have  c o n s i d e r e d  

seem d i v i d e d  aa t o  t h e  usef~t lner i i s  o f  t h e  t e rm t e r o t i c a . x  X have  

s u g g e s t e d  w e  b u i l d  on t h e  terrft qpornography'  u s i n g  demarca t ions ,  

1 i ke c o e r c i v e  pornography,  when n e c e s s a r y .  

s%~~;ndru-af - t h ~ - . . ! 3 ~ ~ 1 ? . e c ~ i . . v d ~  

The c o n s e r v a t  i v e s  c h a r a c t e r  i 243 b o t h  sex and pornography a s  

p o t e n t i a l l y  dangerous  and t h e r e f o r e  i n  need of c o n t r o l .  Sex is 

descv i b e d  a5 an  u n c o n t r o l  l a b l e  n a t u r a l  fcwce, The c o n s e r v a t i v e s  

w e  have  c o n s i d e r e d  do n o t  p r o v i d e  a d e f i n i t i o n  of pornography 

t h e r e f o r e  w e  do not  krtow what rrraterial. is i n c l u d e d  o r  excf uded i n  

t h e i r  u s e  o f  t h e  term. The harm f o r  conservatives is t h e  a n t i -  

s o c i a l  behav iaur  and a t t i t u d e s  which r e s u l t  from t h e  widespread 

a v a i l a b i l i t y  of pornography. C c ~ n s e r v a t i v o s  p r o v i d e  v e r y  l i t t l e  

social s c i e n k i f i c  e v i d e n c e  to s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c la i rns ,  bu t  r e l y  on 

impass ioned r h e t o r i c  ctften cc~uched i n  r e 1  i g i o u s  n o t i o n s  o f  t h e  

s a n c t i t y  of s e x  w i t h i n  rrtavriage. C o n s e r v a t i v e s  d o  no t  examine 

porncqraphy i n  i ts e c ~ n c ~ m i  c  c o n t e x t ,  and t h e  arguments  a r e  b o t h  

gender and race b l  i nd. Conrservat i v e s  g e n e r a l  1  y  a r g u e  f o r  b l a n k e t  

s u p p r e s s i o n  of pornc~graphy.  

L i b e r a l s ,  i n  an  attempt t o  overcome t h e  condemning a t t i t u d e  

uf c o n s e r v a t i v e s  toward s e x u a l  i t y  and pornography,  a r g u e  t h a t  

s e x u a l i t y  and s e x u a l  expressi ion a r e  irvtplxtant and must be 

p r o t e c t e d .  However, s e x  is o f t e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as a powerful ,  



n a t u r a l  f a r c e  which mrrst b e  e x p r e s s e d  cw ser i m r s  scic i a 1  con-- 

s e q u e n c e s  w i  11  r  e s u l  t f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t y  

(e .g .  Eronhausens l .  Only one  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l s  w e  c o n s i d e r e d  

p r o v i d e d  a vague def  i r t i t  i o n  of pornography. The harm f u r  

l i b e r a l s  is c e n s o r s h i p  of pornography because  i t  v i o l a t e s  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  guara r t t ees  t o  f ree  speech.  They a r g u e  t h a t  

c e n s o r s h i p  can  alscl endanger o t h e r  mater ia ls .  L. ibera ls  uf t e n  

p r o v i d e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  t c ~  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c l a i m s  which 

m a k e s  t h e i r  o v e r a l l  p o s i  t icin pe r s rms ive .  A1 thc~ugh 1  i b e r a l s  

oppose  censor  s h i p ,  sorf~e 1 i b e r a l s  C e .  g. D i  xon 1 do condone srrppr es-- 

s i o n  of adtrl t - c h i l d  pornography o r  v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l  i n  which i t  

c o u l d  b e  proven t h a t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  p h y s i c a l  1  y  harmed. The 

1 i b e r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  is an i mprovernent over  t h a t  of t h e  conse rva -  

t i v e .  St i 11,  l i b e r a l  a n a l y s e s  a r e  o f t e n  gender and race--bl irtd 

and t h e y  i g n o r e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  

C o n s e r v a t i v e  and 1 i b e r a l  p e r s p e c t  i v a s  discuss pornography a s  

concerned w i t h  s e x ,  n u t  power, and t h e y  do n u t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s e x i s m  p r e v a l e n t  i n  pornography. L i b e r a l s  

o f t e n  g e t  caugh t  up i n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  e v i l s  of  c e n s o r s h i p ,  even 

a r  g u i n g  t h a t  c e n s o r s h i p  c r e a t e s  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  " s a d i s t i c "  por nog-- 

raptly (Goodman, 1970). Very l i t t l e  is s a i d  i n  c c m s e r v a t i v e  and 

l i b e r a l  a n a l y s e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  commodif ica t ion  of  s e x  and/or  t h e  

pornography i n d u s t r y .  

As a r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  l i r n i t a t i o r r s  of c o n s e r v a t i v e  and l i b e r a l  

argument ,  f e m i n i s t s  began t o  d e v e l o p  a d i f f e r e n t  a n a l y s i s .  

Li he r  a1 f e m i n i s t s  a r g u e  that  por nil7rgr aphy, because  i t per  p e t  u a t e s  



t h e  s e x u a l  o b j e c t  i f  i c a t  i o n  s f  women, impedes t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  

wcmten t o  improve t h e i r  s t a t u s  i n  s e c i e t y .  Some l i b e r a l  f e m i n i s t s  

Ce.9. R id ing ton3  a r g u e  t h a t  there is a c o n n e c t i o n  between c o e r -  

c i v e  pornography and v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  wcmen. Li her  a1 femini sits 

b e l i e v e  s e x  a t ~ d  s e x u a l  e x p r e s s i o n  t a  be a n  inkportant human gctod, 

b u t  t h e y  a r g u e  t h a t  freedom i n  s e x u a l  behaviuur  and s e x u a l  

e x p r e s s i o n  h a s  no t  been ex tended  t o  wlmen, l i b e r a l  f e m i n i s t s  a r e  

d i v i d e d  on whether or n o t  censcwship  is an a p p r o p r i a t e  method ctf 

d e a l i n g  w i t h  porrrography. L i b e r a l  fentirti stsy d e s i r e  t o  expose  

t h e  sex i sm p r e v a l e n t  i n  pornography and t h e  imp1 i c a t  i o n s  f u r  

wtmer? of t h e  c o n t i n u e d  p r e s e n c e  o f  pornography,  is an i ~ p r o v e m e n t  

over  l i b e r a l  argument.  But, l i b e r a l  f e m i n i s t s  n e g l e c t  m a t e r i a l  

c a n d i  t i o n s  and t h e  r a c i s t  d imens ions  i n  pornography. 

Rad ica l  f e m i n i s t s  i n s i s t  t h a t  pornography is t h e  propaganda 

and r a p e  t h e  p r  a c t  i c e ,  Far them, por nogr aphy i s m i  sogyni  st 

i d e o l o g y  used by men t o  keep wamen i r ~  a s t a t e  of s u b o r d i n a t i o n .  

Pornography is s a i d  ,to t e a c h  men how t o  dominate  and c o e r c e  

women. In  t h i s  way, pornography p o s e s  a r e a l  t h r e a t  t o  women's 

s a f e t y  and s h o u l  d b e  suppressed .  A1 1 por nogr aphy is char  ac-- 

t e r i z e d  a s  v i o l e n t ,  no  d e f i n i t i o n s  are prov ided  by t h e  r a d i c a l  

f e m i n i s t s ,  and worwn a r e  p o r t r a y e d  a s  t h e  v i c t i m s  of  ma1.e 

s e x u a l i t y .  Male s e x u a l i t y  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  i n h e r e n t l y  aggres -  

s i v e  and s a d i s t i c ,  I n  t h e  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t  view, women's 

p l e a s u r e  i n  sex is den ied .  The r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  

t h i s  t h e s i s ,  exawtirte a c t u a l  p i e c e s  o f  pornography t o  s u p p o r t  

t h e i r  c l a i m s ,  o c c a s i o n a l  l y  drawing on s o c i a l  s c i e n t i  f i c  r e s e a r c h .  



Much o f  t h e  pcwnography t h e y  d i s c u s s  is s e l e c t i v e l y  chosen  ~ C I  

s u p p o r t  t h e i r  a rguments ,  Both Dworkin arkd G r i f f i n  d i s c u s s  t h e  

r a c i s t  o v e r t o n e s  i n  pornography.  L a s t ,  r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t s  i g n o r e  

m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and d i s c u s s  p a t r i a r c h y  a s  i f  i t  is a h i s -  

t o r i c a l  and u n i v e r s a l .  

M a r x i s t s ,  l i k e  S o b l e ,  a r g u e  t h a t  c a p i t a l  ism s h a p e s  male 

s e x u a l i t y  and t h a t  s h a p e  ( o b j e c t i  f y i n g  and g e n i t a l  ) h a s  n e g a t i v e  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  for women. Sob1 e a r g u e s  f o r  s e x t r a l  freedorit, b u t  

b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a " n a t u r a l ,  f r e e  s e x u a l i t y "  w i l l  n o t  occur  i n  

c a p i t a l i s m .  Only i n  communism c o u l d  n o n - o b j e c t i o n a b l e  pornog- 

r a p h y  h e  g e n e r a t e d  b e c a u s e  i t  would n u t  b e  produced by  econcmi-- 

cally c o e r c e d  wage l a b o u r ,  M l ~ s t  o f  t h e  n t a r x i s t s  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  

t h i s  t h e s i s  d i d  p r o v i d e  d e f i n i t i o n s  0 5  pornugraphy a l b e i t  p roh le - -  

~ n a k i c  WWS, The harms f o r  r r t a rx i s t s  a r e  t h e  economic s y s t e m  and 

its damaging e f f e c t s  on t h e  huriian be ing .  M a r x i s t s  g e n e r a l l y  d o  

no t  recorrttrrend cerrsor s h i p ,  a 1  t hsugh Gobl e st a t  es t h a t  some 

rrratevial (neve r  s p e c i  f i e d )  might w a r r a n t  s u p p r e s s i o n .  M a r x i s t s  d c ~  

n o t  recurrtw~er~d c e n s o r  s h i p  b e c a u s e  t hay a r e  s u s p i c i o u s  of t h e  

State, which is o f t e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as  an  arm of  t h e  duritinant 

cl ass. Mar x i  st s d o  n o t  exanri n e  t h e  porriogr aphy i n d u s t r y ,  s e x  

worke r s ,  clr t h e  economics o f  pcwnography as  o n e  might e x p e c t .  

Mar x i  st s d o  ccmsi d e r  gender. i n  t h e i  r  c r  i t i q u e s ,  bu t  t h e  r a c i s t  

d i m e n s i o n s  i n  purnugraphy are i g n o r e d .  

Soc i a1 i st f emi ni sts d i  s c u s s  pornography i n  i t s s o c  i a 1  and 

economic framework. They d e a l  w i t h  r i ta te r ia l  c s n d i  t i o n s ,  gender ,  

and r a c e ,  However, on1 y Diamand e s p l i c i  t l y  ackrmwledges r a c i s t  



tfi n e r ~ s i o n s  i t-r pornography,  Because  o f  soci a1  i st f e r n i  n i  st 

commitment t o  examining t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  among c l a s s ,  y e n d a r ,  and 

r a c e ,  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  c o u l d  overcome t h e  l i f f t i ta t icsns  of r a d i c a l  

f e m i n i s t  and  sctme mar x i s t  a n a l y s e s  which have  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on 

e i t h e r  gender  o r  c l a s s ,  However , t h e  a r e a s  of  s e x u a l  i t y  and 

pornography a r e  underdeveloped i n  s u c  i a1 i st f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y .  I t  

is o n l y  r e c e n t l y  t h a t  s o c i a l  ist f e m i n i s t s  have  e n t e r e d  t h e  " s e x  

d e b a t e s "  and t h e  pornography c o n t r o v e r s y .  S o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  

a r g u e  t h a t  s e x u a l i t y  is s o c i a l l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  and t h e r e f o r e  

a1 t e r a b l  e. They m a i n t a i n  t h a t  s e x u a l  i t y  and s e x u a l  e x p r e s s i o n  

a y e  impor t a n t  and a1 1 i n d i v i d u a l s ,  whet h e r  homosexual o r  h e t  er o- 

s e x u a l ,  shctuld b e  ex tended  t o l e r a n c e  and freedom i n  t h i s  a r e a .  

Pornography is s e e n  a s  a mani f e s t a t i o n  of  t h e  s e x i s m  a l r e a d y  

p r e v a l e n t  i n  s o c i e t y .  S o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  f o c u s  

f o r  t h e  womenp s muvement s h o u l d  n o t  b e  on pornography,  bu t  on 

chang ing  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  which p roduce  s e x i s m .  However 

c ~ b j e c t i . o n a b l e  polrrrography is, t h e y  a r g u e ,  i t  sti 11 d e p i c t s  worfierr 

as b e i n g  s e x u a l .  They s u g g e s t  t h a t  a1 t e r n a t i v e  f e m i n i s t  imagery 

can b e  g e n e r a t e d  t o  c o n t r a d i c t  t h e  n e g a t i v e  v iew of  male-fermfe 

s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s  d e p i c t e d  i n  much pc~rtmgraphy.  None elf t h e  

s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  p r o v i d e s  a d e f i n i -  

t i o n  elf porncqraphy.  Rubin s u g g e s t e d  a model f a r  a d e f i n i t i o n ,  

b u t  n o t  a d e f i n i t i o n ,  Because  s o c i a l i s t  feminists have  focused  on 

c e n s o r s h i p  and s e x u a l  r e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e y  p r o v i d e  h i s t o r  i c a l  d a t a  

and arral y s i s  t o  s ~ t b s t a n t  i a t e  % h e i r  c o n t e n t  i orxi r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

d a n g e r s  of  r e p r e s s i o n .  Due t o  t h i s  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  c e n s o r s h i p  



t h e y  t e n d  t o  n e g l e c t  a n  examina t ion  of pornography. The harr13 for 

s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  is u s i n g  S t a t e  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  a s  a  way of d e a l i n g  w i t h  pornography. They i n s i s t  

t h a t  c e n s o r s h i p  w i l l  cmly b e  used to s u p p r e s s  gay and ferrtinist  

rnater ia l  as w e 1  1  a s  o t h e r  m a t e r i a l  deemed u n d e s i r a b l e  by p a l  ice 

and c e n s o r  boards ,  e.g. Lbg Divingys, 

Although a gocd h i s t o r i c a l  c a s e  can  b e  made fcw t h e  f o l l y  sf 

c e n s u r s h i  p, t h e  s o c i  a 1  i u t  femini  st "no-cet.rsw !%hi p at aX 1 " s t a n c e  

is t r o u b l  i n g  w i t h  r e g a r d  to c o e r c i v e  pornography. The i r  argu-- 

rnents t e n d  t o  i g n o r e  our  s o c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  preven t  harm. I f  

w e  are s t r i v i n g  t o  b e  a  non-v io len t ,  e g a l i t a r i a n  t ioc ie ty ,  v a l u i n g  

c h o i c e  and c u n s e n s u a l i t y ,  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  . j u s t i f y  a l l o w i n g  

t h i s  m a t e r i a l  t o  p r o l i f e r a t e .  By a l l t lwing c o e r c i v e  pcwnugraphy 

t o  be d i s t r i b u t e d ,  w e  appear  t o  condone t h e  a c t i o n s  d e p i c t e d .  

These a c t s  a r e  i l l e g a l  and w e  p r o s e c u t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  c o r m i t -  

t i n g  them. The c l a i m  c o u l d  be made t h a t  t h e  v i o l e n t  ac t s  

d e p i c t e d  are s i m u l a t e d  or t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  ag reed  to t h e  

t r e a t m e n t .  I f  p e o p l e  ( o f t e n  women) i n  v i d e o s ,  f o r  example, a re  

b e i n g  pushed down, s l a p p e d ,  and f o r c i b l y  p e n e t r a t e d ,  t h i s  is n o t  

s i r m l a t i o n .  The q u e s t i o n  f o r  us, as a s o c i e t y ,  is d o  w e  a l l o w  

t h i s  m a t e r i a l  t o  be c i r c u l a t e d  because  t h e  p e r s o n ,  f o r  whatever  

r e a s o n ,  a g r e e d  t o  t h e  abuse.  Wendel 1  C 1983) and D i  xon ( I6Xb?) 

recormend t h a t  i f  p a r t i c i p a n t s  can  p rove  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  harmed 

d u r i n g  product  i o n  o f  pornogr aptly, t h e  mater i a1  can  b e  suppressed .  

Wendell h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  i f t h e  pub1 i c  is c ~ n c e r n e d  abou t  

c e r t a i n  pornograph ic  m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  and d i s t r i b u t o r s  



c e r t a i n  po rnograph ic  m a t e r i a l ,  t h e  p r o d u c e r s  and d i % t r i b u t o r s  

s h o u l d  have  t o  prcive t h a t  t h e  d e p i c t i o n s  i n  q u e s t i o n  were  

s i m u l a t e d  and /o r  t h a t  p a r t i c i p a n t s  w e r e  o f  l e g a l  age.  I f  t h e s e  

p r o d u c e r s  c o u l d  n o t  p r o v i d e  t h e s e  a s s u r a n c e s ,  t h e n  t h e  rnater i a l  

s h o u l d  b e  s u p p r e s s e d .  Another way t o  p r o t  ecL s e x  wor k e r s  wolsld 

b e  t o  h e l p  o r g a n i z e  them i n t o  g u i l d s .  These  c l rgan izak iuns  c~=luld 

warn members of p o t e n t i a l  d a n g e r ,  b o y c o t t  pr u d u c e r s  who a r e  

g e n e r a t i n g  c o e r c i v e  material, ar h e l p  worke r s  t o  l a y  c h a r g e s  i f  

t h e y  h a v e  been  harmed. L a s t ,  t h e r e  is no d i scu f i s ion  i n  s o c i a l i s t  

f e m i n i s t  c r i t i q u e  r e g a r d i n g  pornography t h a t  d e p i c t s  a d u l t  / c h i l d  

sex .  These  d e p i c t i o n s  a re  t h e  g r a p h i c  p w t r a y a l  of c h i l d  s e x u a l  

abuse .  I t  seems i r r e s p u n s i  b l  e t o  i gmx- e k i d d i e  porn i1 ,  HCIW can  

w e  g e n e r a t e  a l t e r r t a t i v e  i r f~agery  t o  c c m t r a d i c t  t h e  nsessage of 

" k i d d i e  porn"? 

F i n a l l y ,  s a c i  a1 ist f e m i n i s t s  h a v e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  t h e o r e t i c a l  

framewcwk t o  examine pornography,  b u t  t h e y  have  y e t  t o  p r c w i d e  a 

comprehens ive  a n a l y s i s .  Weir claiwts t h i s  f a c t  is d u e  t o  a l a c k  

of  i n t e g r a t i o n  of s e x u a l  p o l i t i c s  inkc1 s c l c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t  t h e o r y .  

Weir, a l e s b i a n ,  is a c u t e l y  aware  of  s o c i a l i s t  fer l t inis t  

r e l u c t a n c e  t o  d e a l  w i t h  l e s b i a n i s m  and s e x u a l i t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  

f e a r  b e i n g  t h a t  i d e n t i f i c a t i c m  w i t h  l e s b i a n i s m  w i l l  l e a d  t o  

m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n .  S o c i a l i s t  feminism h a s  s e e n  i ts  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

a s  e l u c i d a t i n g  t h e  connec t  i o n  kbetween c l a s s  r e l a t i c ~ n s  and gender  

r e l a t i o n s .  A s  a r e s u l t  of t h i s  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  wclmen's l a b c u r  

i n  and o u t  of  t h e  workfo rce ,  a s e x u a l  p o l i t i c  h a s  n o t  been 

a r t i c u l a t e d  and h a s  l a r g e l y  been  left  t o  l i b e r a l  and ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  



r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t s .  I t  is o n l y  s i n c e  1'382, Weir c l a i rns ,  t h a t  

s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t s  have  e n t e r e d  t h e  " sex  d e b a t e s n  and t h e  

pornography c o n t r o v e r s y ,  l a r g e l y  i n  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  and 

rec~:mmendat i o n s  p u t  forward  by r a d i c a l  f e m i n i s t s .  In  t h e s e  

d e b a t e s  and i n  d i  s c u s s i  on5 st.,trr oundi  ng pornctgr aphy, s o c  i a1 i st 

f e m i n i s t s  a r g u e  l i k e  g e n e r i c  f e m i n i s t s .  In  t h e  a r e a  o f  purnog- 

vaphy ~ i o c i a f i s t  f e m i n i s t s  were l o o k i n g  f o r  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  

l i b e r a l s  and c i v i l  l i b e r t a r i a n s  t o  blcick ant i -pmrtmgraphy f o r c e s .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  s a c i  a l  i st ferni rti st5 m.tppress  t t~ei  r  s c c i  a1 i st agenda  sc* 

a s  n o t  t o  b e  avo ided  by p o s s i b l e  a l l i e s  on " a n t i - s o c i a l i s t  

g rounds"  (77). 

Weir a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  t i  m e  h a s  come f u r  sctc i a1  i st f  ewi n i s t  s 

tci c l a i m  s e x u a l  pol  i t  i c s  f u r  s o c i a l i s t  feminism and p r o v i d e  

d i  r  e c  t i on for t h e  women s movement i n  d e b a t e s  on p~:w nogr aphy and 

s e x  r e g u l a t i o n  and h e l p  an " a i l i n g  l e s b i a n  feminism" (831.  

f n t e r e s t  i n g l  y ,  Weir a r g u e s  t h a t  s a c i  a1 ist feminism must b e  

a b l e  t o  accomrmdate b o t h  c l a s s  and n o n - c l a s s  i s s u e s ,  o r  what s h e  

c a l l s  "popu la r  dcrwtcra t ic  s t r u g g l e s " ,  i .e .  t h o s e  no t  d i r e c t l y  

c c m t r o l  l e d  by c a p i t a l  . She be1 i e v e s  b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e s e  

s t r u g g l e s  pvuduccs  c r o s s - c l a s s  a l l  i a n c e s  which s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  

wc~rfien's movement, p o l i t i c i z e ,  and broaden s o c i a l i s t  f e m i n i s t  

r e a c h  and e f f e c t  i vetless.  S h e  r  e f e r  s t o  st r  uggl  es around r ep ro -  

d u c t  i v e  r  i g h t s ,  d a y c a r e ,  s e x u a l  ha ras smen t ,  e t c .  

Weir m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  an e x p l a n a t i o n  of  s e x u a l  p d i  t i c s  s h o u l d  

i n c l u d e  a c o n s i d e r a t  i u n  of f i v e  i m p o r t a n t  a r e a s :  1) s e x u a l  

r e p r  e s e n t  a t  i 12n Cscxual a r  t , womenr 5 romances,  s o a p  opeu as, and 



por nogr aphy; 2) s e x u a l  v i o l e n c e  a g a i n s t  warnen Crape, i n c e s t  , 
sexc-tal harassr r~ent  , i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a f f i c  k ing  i n  wcmen% b o d i e s ;  

3) s e x u a l  p l e a s u r e ;  4 )  s e r v i c e  t r a d e s  ( p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  pornography 

p r o d u c t i o n ,  phone sex) ; 5) s e x u a l  m i n o r i t i e s .  She states t h a t  

a l l  of  t h e s e  a r e a s  need development.  Weir's s u g g e s t i o n s  g i v e  us 

a p l a c e  t o  beg in  c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g  how w e  s h o u l d  apprcectr r e s e a r c h  

a n d  a n a l y s i s .  But ,  t h a t  is a l l  i t  does; p r o v i d e  u s  wi th  a s k e t c h .  

B u i l d i n g  o n  W e i r p s  rrmdel, I s u g g e s t  t h a t  i n  a r e a s  ( 1 )  and 

( 4 3  a c r i t i c a l  examinat ion  of pornography c o u l d  b e  i n t e g r a t e d .  

In  t h e  a r e a  of  s e x u a l  r q w e s e n t a t i c ~ n  w e  c o u l d  p r o v i d e  a  h i s t o r y  

of  pornography,  d a t a  on c r o s s - - c u l t u r a l  v a r i a t i o n ,  and c o n t e n t  

a n a l y s e s ,  which a r e  d e s p e r a t e l y  l a c k i n g  i n  a l l  s p h e r e s ,  i.e. 

f f c t i o n ,  f i  lrn and p e r i c d i c a l  , I n  t h e  a r e a  o f  sexua l  reprer;etrta- 

t i o n  we cou ld  ccmtitrue t o  (13 e x p l o r e  pornography as p a t r i a r c h a l  

i d e o l o g y  and t h e  v a r i o u s  ways t h a t  i t s  s e x i s t  message c a n  be 

c c ~ n t r a d i c t e d ;  and (2:) t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  c o e r c i v e  p~=trnography is 

connec ted  t o  s e x u a l  a b u s e  ( e , g .  R u % s e l l v s  work) .  Area (43 c o u l d  

incorpccra te  a p o l i t i c a l  ecotrorrly of pornography: p roduc t  i o n ,  

d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  and cansumptian.  There  is d a t a  produced by t h e  

Tr a f  f i c and D i  st r  i bu t  i o n  Panel  fcw t h e  1370 Parnclgr aphy 

Comlrtissiovl i n  t h e  U.S. , which a t t e m p t s  t o  d e x r  i tre segnserkts o f  

t h e  i n d u s t r y  Ce.g. s e x p l c ~ i t a t i o n  f i lm prc~duc t io t r )  and t h e  c o s t s  

and  p r o f i t s  o f  t h i s  segment. An e v a l u a t i o n  of t h i s  d a t a  w~>uld b e  

an e x c e l l e n t  p l a c e  t o  begin .  However, t h i s  d a t a  may a c c u r a t e l y  

d e s c r i b e  t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  i r r d u s t r y  irr 1970, bu t  twen ty  y e a r s  

l a t e r  t h e r e  cc~trld b e  r;ubstan2;ial  changes ;  examining t h e  s h i  f t s  



and changes  rftight t e l l  us a g r e a t  d e a l .  The pornography i n d u s t r y  

is made up of  d i s c r e t e  segments  which have d i f f e r e n t  n e e d s  and 

r e q u i r e m e n t s  Csee F i g u r e  1) .  Fur example, i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  film 

and vi dco pr s d u c t  i o n ,  t h e  producer  must have  t e c h n i c i a n s ,  cas- 

tumes, l i g h t i n g ,  sets, s e x  w o r k e r s ,  e t c .  These needs  would n u t  

b e  t h e  same i n  t h e  a r e a  of pornograph ic  paperback f i c t i o n .  

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  market ing  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  s f  f i l r t t s  o r  p e r i o d i c a l s  

a r e  d i f f e r e n t ,  

I Video I 

--- -----II 

I P e r i o d i c a l s  I 

L "dl 

f i l m s  I 
I 

F i g u r e  1. 

With in  each  segment,  prciduct iun,  d i s t r i t r u t i u n ,  s a l e s ,  and t h e  

s t a t u s  and t r e a t m e n t  of s e x  workers  would have  t o  be  c c ~ n ~ i d e r e r j  

to produce  a comprehensive a n a l y s i s .  Second, v e r y  1 i t t l e  is 

known about s e x  wcwkers; who a r e  t h e y ,  how are t h e y  r e c r u i t e d ,  

what is t h e i r  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  this l a b o u r  market ,  and what a re  the  

e c o n m i  c s  i n v o l v e d ?  We need more and c o n t  empcw a r y  i n  format  i o n  

about  consumers; who a r e  t h e y ,  what a r e  t h e y  buying and why, and 



what is t h e  corftposition of  t h i s  group (e.g. c l a s s ,  gender., r a c e ,  

a g e ) ,  and is t h i s  compctsi t ion chang ing  th rough  t i m e ?  The must 

i wtpovt a n t  o f  t h e s e  uecsritrlmendat i ems for sot i a1 i st f er i~ini  st s i s t h e  

devclapmant  of  a pol  i t i c a l  ecctnumy of  pornography which h a s  no t  

been done. Recauwi? they  have  focusied t heur y and a n a l y s i s  on the 

r e l a t i o n s  sf prodr..tction, s o c i a l i s t  fe r r t in is t s  seer($ w e l l  s u i t e d  t o  

t h i s  t a s k .  Me need t o  i n i t i a t e  and s t imt , t l a t e  d i a l o g u e  on t h i s  

p r o j e c t .  
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M a y f a i r  
H u s t l e r  
B u s t  P a r a d e  
Cheeks 
Bottom 
Fanny 
Legs a n d  A s s e s  
Legs Boobs L i n g e r i e  
Hot Legs  
S t a n d i n g  T a l l  
Legs Legs  Legs  
Hot Wet P u s s i e s  
H e f t y  Mamas 
F l o p p e r s  
Erect  N i p p l e s  
B u s t i n g  Out 
Anal  Babes 
S t r i p  Tease  
C r o t c h e s  
L a t i n  Babes 
L a d i e s  i n  Lace 
A s s  P a r a d e  
S p l i t  B e a v e r s  
Shaved 
Ge i sha  G i r l s  
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Milky 
Milk 
T.V. A c t i o n  
Naked Nymphs 
Hot Buns 
E r o s  
S k i n f l i c k s  
French  Pussy  
Female F l e s h  
Baby Face  
Peach Fuzz P u s s i e s  
R a p i e r  
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Chunky A s s e s  
Sweet  A s s  
Sweet  Asses 
T.V.  Queens 
B ig  Bus t  Vixen 
Hanging B r e a s t s  
K i n g s i z e  
T i t s  4 U 
T i t  Hangers  
A s s  H ~ l e s  - 
Leg P a r a d e  
Leg Show 
~ i p  Top 
T.V.  T r e a t s  
The Queens  
Drag Queens  
T .V .  S w i t c h e r s  
Les  Femmes 
S k i r t s  Up 
T e a s e  
T.V.  L o v e l i e s  
Knockers  & N i p p l e s  
F o x e t t e  
Gent :  Home o f  t h e  D-Cups 
C lub  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
C e l e b  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  H&E Month ly  
F i e s t a  
Adam 
Men Only 
T o r s o  ( f o r  men) 
Mandate ( f o r  men) 
Blueboy ( f o r  men) 
Pen thouse  
P layboy 
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