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AB STRACT -- 

Although the Pacific Northwest Coast is per5aps 

one of the most studied cultural areas in the history of 

anthronology, there are gaps in the literature regarding 

day-to-day interactions, family life and child rearing. 

This particular information had to be obtained first hand 

regarding those aspects relative to a study of Indian 

identity. 

The purpose of this study was to examine the 

development of self-concept among Indian children. It 

was assumed that some aspects of the traditional Kwakiutl 

culture might continue to effect self-image. An 

examination was made of relevant aspects of the 

traditional culture, especially the relqtionship of the 

individual to the extended family unit. 

It was assumed that development of a coherent 

self-image would be more difficult in a heterogeneous 

(Indian - White) community and thus Alert Bay, British 
Columbia, was chosen for the study. It was exa~ined in 

detail as a social environment in its human and regional 

ecological context. 

.Most authors have examined the contemporary In?ian 

situation in terms of soci8l institutions. Ern~hasi.. l ~ n s  
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been placed on economic factors, such as unemployment. 

This has led to emphasis on job preparation--or education. 

Problems in school by Indian students such as 

underachievement and early dropout have been analyzed. 

Since the earliest learning occurs in the home, the 

family has been examined as a possible factor in poor 

school performance. We have examined these institutional 

aspects, and other factors in the socialization process, 

and then taken the analysis to the level of symbolic 

interaction. The social psychology of George Herbert 

Mead was employed to elucidate the dynamics of the 

development of mind and self from the social context. 

Mead speaks of the development of the "generalized 

other" as a step in the development of mind and selft 

without development of the generalized other, the 

individual remains a member of a community of narrow 

diameter--and the mind and self are similarly restricted. 

Two four-month periods were spent in Alert Bay 

doing field work. The children chosen for study were 

those who were in grade one in the 1968-69 school year, 

and their families. Five families from this group were 

studied specifically, through participant-observation, 

tape recordings of children's conversations, and 

interviews with the mothers. 
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Our hypotheses ares (1) that the concept of 

self, developed by the Indian child, is in conflict at 

the point of transition from home to school: ( 2 )  that 

significant others provided as models within the 

extended family are in conflict with those models 

generated in the schools in a variety of aspects: ( 3 )  

that the full development of mind and self is difficult, 

if not impossible, in the Alert Bay situation. All 

hypotheses were found to be supported by tke data, It was 

determined that the attitudes and values inculcated in 

the Kwakiutl home were at variance with those expected 

of the student, As there is no coherent social 

environment, and no developed social identity remaining 

in the Indian culture, the development of the "generali~ed 

other" in Mead's terms is impossible for most if not all 

Indian children, 

The concepts of social psychology appear to be 

central in explaining the behavior of the Indian students 

studied. 
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The Indiafis of t h e  P a c i f i c  i<srth:\~est Coast, ar,d 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  dwakiut i ,  a re  one of t h e  m o s t  s tud ied  

g r o u p  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of anthropcloqy, with Franz doas 

a lone  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t e n  thousan5 pac:;?s of ethnographic 

ma te r i a l .  One of t h e  m a j ~ r  problems of any ccntemporary 

s tudent  of t h e  Kwakiutl i s  that i r  h i s  s t u 3 i e s  Boas 

enpl-,asized t h e  l z a d e r s ,  the  ceremonies, e s p c i a l l y  

the  Eoklach, t h e  lanyuage, rnythrjlogy, a r t  and material. 

cul. turc.  That i s ,  he concentrated on t h e  foraal 

aspec t s  or  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  of the p ~ o p l e ,  azc2 inclcded 

very l i t t l e  of th2 informal day t o  day I n t e r a c t i o n s .  

Much of t h e  subsequent work on t h e  area drew s o l e l y  frcm 

Boas, with  no new f i e l d  work, and conclusions drawn by 

s u c h  authors  as  Bsnedict and GolGman were t hus  s i m i l a r l y  

one-sided. F i e l d  w o r k  by Clel land Ford, Helen Codere 

and Janies Spradl.ey again focused o n  t h e  l e a d e r s  and t h e  

This emphasis on t h e  f o m a l  s t r u c t u r e  aalld l eader s  

of t h e  s o c i e t y  has l e f t  v i r t u a l l y  untouched f u r t h e r  

s i q n i f i c a n t  a spec t s  of t h i s  c l ~ l . t : ~ r e ,  $ s p e c i a l l y  

informati.cn about t h e  g e n e r a l  run of persons t h a t  backed 

up a n d  s u ; ; p r t e d  the family hesds ,  Family l i f e  a n d  chil-2 



r e a r i n g  p r a c t i c e s  have Seen v i r t u a l l y  ignored. 'here i s  

a gap i n  the  l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  covers t h e  r e l a t i c n s h i p  of 

what goas c a l l e d  nu7nayn mem'oers t o  the  l eader  i n  day t c  

day i n t e r a c t i c n s .  'I'he l eader  of t h e  extended farnily 

h e l d  a s t a t u s  i n  the  system of ranked numayrn o r  l i n e a g e  

pos i t ions .  We know t h a t  he represented  t h e  numayin 

p o s i t i o n  and h i s  extended farr i ly  i n  t h e  pot lach-- that  i s ,  

i n  r c l a t i m s l ~ i p  with o t h e r  yrcups; an2 we know t h a t  the 

totem p i e  w a s  a  symbolic r c p r ~ s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  extended 

family h i s t o r y ,  a s  a branch of t h e  numaym, but  we do not 

know how Lhe "coirirnoner" r e l a t e d  t o  t 5 e  l ezder ,  or  what 

meaning the nurn31p u n i t ,  symbclized by t h e  l eader  and the 

totem polz ,  had t o  him. From statements  i n  t h e  

l i t e r a t u r e  regarding t h e  necess i ty  of giving g i f t s  t o  

"wipe away t h e  shame" caused t h e  numaym Sy t h e  misdeeds 

of one of i t s  members, cre know t h a t  t h e  extended family 

group d id  e x e r t  some c o n t r o l  over the  behavior of i t s  

memSers, Su t  we knov l i t t l e  of the e x t e n t  of t h i s  con t ro l  

o r  the  means  cf i t s  irnplercentati.cn. T h e  mistake is c f t e n  

made i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  of a t t r i b u t i n g  more ~ o l i t i c a l  

u n i t y  t o  t h e  twenty Kwakiutl t r i b e s  which censistec? of 

seve rh l  nuriia-fits rcs i ie l l t  a t  t h e  same v i l l a g e ,  than was i n  

f a c t  the  case, accordin9 t o  Boas, a n d  i n  t h i s  context  i t  

i s  important t 3 a t  the  h o u ~ e h o l d  group and numaym, 



r e f l e c t i n g  the  v i e w s  of other s u c h  g r o u p s ,  was the  m a j o r  

i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  s o c i a l . c o n t r o l ,  i n  so  f a r  as  i t  p r o v i d e d  

t h e  s o c i a l  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  i . nd iv idua1 .  

Tremendcus c h a n g e s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  

s i n c e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  A n q l i c a n  m i s s i o n  a n d  s c h o o l  

i n  A l e r t  Bay. The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of Vhite  business?^ 

e n a b l e d  i n d i v i d u a l  I n d i a n s  t o  e a r n  money o u t s i d e  the  

t r a d i t i c n a l  systern,  and  sometimes l e d  t o  p e r s o n s  t r y i n g  

t o  u s e  t h i s  w e a l t h  t o  a c h i e v e  p o t l a c h  p o s i t i o n s  t h e y  w e r e  

n o t  e n t i t l e d  t o  t h r o u g h  the  s y s t e m  of I n h e r i t a n c e .  v;ith 

the ~ u t l a s ~ i n c j  o f  the F o t l a c h  by the C a n a d i a n  gove rnmen t ,  

a n d  the e v e n t u a l  j a i l i n g  o f  P o t l a c h  l e a d e r s ,  the s y s t e m  

of t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  broke down. What t h e n  

i s  the  s o u r c e  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s o c i a l  i d e n t i t i  

c o n t e m p o r a r i l y ?  

VJe a r e  u r ~ b l e  noT,? t o  r e c t i f y  t h i s  d e f i c i t  i n  

m a t e r i a l  a b o u t  the t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e ,  b u t  w e  c a n  

examine  the  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  a  c o n t e m p o r a r y  K w a k i u t l  

v i l l a g e ,  and  i t s  e f f e c t  on  the  deve lopmen t  of i d e n t i t y  by 

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  D o  a s p e c t s  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Kwak iu t l  

c u l t u r e  h a v e  a n  e f f e c t  o n  the p r e s e n t  I n d j  a n s '  s i t u a t i o n  

which i s  s e e n  a s  p r o b l e m a t i c  by t h e  I n d i a n ?  There h a s  

bc?n  an a t t e n p t . i n  A l e r t  Bay b y  some of t h e  I n d i a n  

leaders t o  re-aw=iken i n t e r e s t  i n  Inc l ian  c u l t u r e  a n d  



l a n g u a g e  a s  a p o s s i j l e  s o l u t i o n  t o  what  t h e y  see a s  t h e  

p rob lems  of t h e i r  people, The r e a c t i c n s  t o  t h i s  

r e s u r g e n c e  movement h a v e  b e e n  mixed,  w i t h  n o t  a l l  I n d i a n s  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  r e t u r n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r a l  fo rms .  

Some o f  t h e  a r e a s  of c o n c e r n  b y  b o t h  I n d i a n s  and  ?!bites 

i n c l u d e  p o o r  s c h o c l  pe r fo rmance  b y  c h i l d r e n ,  n e g l e c t  of 

c h i l d r e n ,  p o o r  h e a l t h ,  a b u s e  o f  a l c o h o l ,  a n d  economic  

d e p e n d e ~ c y .  T o  what  f a c t o r s  c a n  t h e s e  syrnptoris be 

a s c r i b e d ?  

Most a u t h o r s  h a v e  examined t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  I n d i a n  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  t e r m s  o f  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  Emphaqis h a s  

b e e n  p l a c e d  o n  econcmic  f a c t o r s ,  s u c h  a s  lack of 

em2loynent  o p p a r t u n i t i e s ,  l'his h a s  l e d  t o  e n p h a s i s  on  

job p r e p a r a t i o n - - o r  e d u c a t i o n  a s  a  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  

employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  The s c h o l a s t i c  ~roblems of  

n o t  o n l y  t h e  I n d i a n  b u t  of t h e  American Negro a n d  o t h e r  

m i n o r i t i e s  have  r e c e i v e d  m a j o r  a t t e n t i o n  f rom w r i t e r s  i n  

a number o f  f i e l d s .  E a r l y  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h i s  a r e a  Zwe l t  

upon s c h o l a s f i c  u n d e r a c h i e v e r s  f rom m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s  a s  

b e i n g  "empty v e s s e l s "  who needed ,  t h r o u g h  H e a d - S t a r t ,  

n u r s e r y  s c h o o l  and k i n d e r g a r t e n  programs o n l y  t o  5 e  f i l l e d  

with more and nore of what  t h e y  were e x p e c t e d  a s  f i r s t  

q r a d e r s  t o  h a v e  l e a r n e d  i n  the home. H o r e  r e c e n t  work 

h a s  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  from a n y  m i n ~ r i t y  g r o u p  i s  



very we11 versed in the langua~e, attitudes, v~lues and 

realities of his own culture--v?-lizh may well be at 

variance if not in conflict with -..rhat is taught in the 

school. 

Since the earliest learning occurs in the hcinc, 

stu3ents have examined the family i r ~  order to gain 

information about the poor scholastic performance. Many 

studies have determined that values and attitudes 

inculcated in the home are at variancc with those 

required for mccessful schocl performance. 

What  the^ are the factors contributing to the 

"Indian problem?" loverty and depr ivition are factors .. 

through lack of jobs, seasonal work, 2nd low income: 

Indians hold little power over decisions affecting their 

lives; child training practices are different: another 

language or ncn-standard Snglish is spoken in many homes. 

Based on an examination of this institutional structure, 

is it not possible to arrive at another level of analysis 

by examining interaction and self-concept? 

George Herbert Mead's contribution to social 

psycholoqy, although it has been superseded in some areas 

by more recent work, remains the most compreh~r~cive 

treatise on the interaction of mind, self and society. 

Using what information we have from Boas on tribal 



i d e n t i t y  and Mead's concepts ,  we w i l l  examine t11e 

development of i d e n t i t y  i n  a  contennorary Kwakiutl v i l l a g e .  

Mead speaks of t h e  d e v e l o p e n t  of a  "qenera l ized  o t h e r "  

a s  a s t e p  i n  t h e  develonment of mind and s e l f :  withcut  

develo~ment  of t h e  genera l ized  o t h e r ,  t h e  indiv idual  

remains a member of a  community of narrcw diameter--and 

t h e  mind and s e l f  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  r e s t r i c t e d .  

- - 
we have chosen A l e r t  Bay, B.C., for t h i s  s tudy 

because i t  combines f a c t o r s  r e l e v a n t  t o  a n  examin?tion of 

Mead's concepts.  F i r s t  of a l l ,  it i s  a  small ,  i s o l a t e d  

i s l a n d  of about s i x t e e n  hundred populaticm, ovcr n i n e  

hundred Indian and seven hundred White. Seconclly, beczuse 

i t  has  been a main s e r v i c e  cen te r  f o r  t h e  a r a a ,  many 

Indians  from o t h e r  t r i b e s  have joined t h e  r ec iden t  

Nimpkish t r i b e  s o  t h a t  t h e  Indian po2ulat ion i s  

heterogeneous, I n  t h i s  mixed-Indiein and Indian-%ite  

s i t u a t i o n ,  we would expect t h a t  t h e  problem of i d e n t i t y  

wculd be nore c r i t i c a l  than i n  a  homoqeneous v i l l a q e ,  and 

t h a t  an examination of t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  would throw t h e  

problem of i d e n t i t y  i n t o  sharp  r e l i e f .  

One of t h e  m a j ~ r  reasons w e  have chosen t o  deal. 

p r imar i ly  with the  c h i l d r e n  i s  t h a t  A l e r t  Bay has been 

t h e  focus of many s o c i s l  scirznce stucljes,  and the a d u l t s  

a r e  f a i r l y  s o ; > h i ~ t i c a t e d  a t  rep ly ing  i n  t h e  w a y  they  



think is expected. Since the c\il&dren have not learned 

the "pro~er" answers $0 questions about their identity, 

the underlyinq dynamics of the quzst for identity are 

more readily visible. It is important to get at the 

process of identity in its formative stage--both in the 

growing mind and in terms of the structural situations in 

which this growth process is occurring. In adults, the 

process is rncre static, and the situational variety is 

greater. 

We will examine the traditional KwakiutL culture 

as reconstructed fxon the literature, the social 

institutions and special attributes of M e r t  pay as a 

social environment, and the interacttons in a child's 

life as thsy contribute to his self imac~e. We wi'll 

reverse the order of Mead's concepts to society, self and 

mind which more accurately reflect Nead.'s view of the 

priority of society to the developrent of self and min6. 

It is our contention that the full development of Mead's 

mind and self is impossible in the Alert Bay situation. 



A r ev i ew  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  p e r t i f i e n t  t o  t h i s  

s t u d y  embraces  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s :  s o u r c e s  of  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  I n d i a n  b e h a v i o r ,  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  %.mkiutl  b e h a v i o r ,  i n s t i t u t i c n a l  

a n a l y s i s  cf I n d i a ~  b e h a v i o r ,  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  of 

P a c i f i c  W c r t l ~ r r e s t  C o a s t  a n d  Kwa1;iutl I n d i a n  b e h a v i o r ,  

s c u r c e s  of s o c i a l  ? s y c h o l o q i c a l  c o n c e p t s  o n  the 

deve lo? .nen t  o f  i d e n t i t y ,  These  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s ,  

I. S o u r c e s  o f  t h e  His tor ic21 Foun_dstion cf I n d i a n  B e h a v i c r  - 

The best i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  t r ibes  an6  c u l t u r e s  of 

Canada ,  a l t h o u g h  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  a r e  

f a r  out of d a t e ,  i s  Diamond J e n n e s s '  The I n d i a n s  of 

Canada ( 1 9 6 3 )  which  i s  i n  i t s  s i x t h  e d i t i o n ,  a n d  h a s  been 

p u b l i s h e d  c o n t i n u o u s l y  s i n c e  1932 ,  C l a r k  W i s ~ l e r ' s  The - 
P m e r i c = ~ n  I n d i a n  (1950)  i s  s t i l l  a u s e f u l  r e f e r e n c e .  A.L. 

Rroe?2e r ' s  C u l t u r z l  an:! Eat-,,a1 Areas  i n  N a t i v e  N o r t h  

America ( 1 9 3 3 )  o n l y  c u t l i n e s  t h e  c u l t u r e  of e a c h  a r e a ,  

b u t  a l s o  summar izes  m a t e r i a l  on h a h i t a t  and n a t i v e  



p o p u l a t i o n .  ?he 1913 work b y  Hodge, &andIocl: of the 

I n d i a n s  of Canada i s  e n c y c l o p a e d i c  i n  n a t u r e  a n d  d e t a i l s  
0 

g r o u p  names,  p e r s o n s  a n d  t o p i c s  a s  w e l l  a s  t r e a t i e s  a n d  

r e s e r v e s .  The t w e n t y  volume work by C u r t i s  on  ?'he Nor th  - 
American I n d i a n  h a s  b e e n  r e c e n t l y  r e p r i n t e d  a n d  c o n t a i n s  

e x c e l l e n t  p h o t o g r a p h s  a s  w e l l  as e t h n o g r c p h i c  data, 

Leechma.nts  N a t j . v e  T r i k s s  of C;7i :?a  ( 1 9 5 6 )  i s  a  

simply w r i t t e n  i n t r o & c t j . c n  t o  the tribzl areas a n d  i s  

i n s t r u c t i v e  as  a s t a t e r n e ~ t  on  the p o u u l s r  v i ew  of t r i b a l  

c u l t u r e s ,  Eggan's S o c i z l  Anthronol .cnv  of Nor th  American 

T r i b e s  (1960) a n d  the a n t h o l o e y  by Owens, e t  a l ,  The North -- 
Amct i rxn  I n d i a n s  (1967)  a r e  qood sourceboolcs .  The m o s t  -- 
r e c e n t  s u r v e y  of t h e  e t h n o g r a p h y ,  a n 2  probably t h e  best, 

i s  l i a r o l d  D r i v e r ' s  I n d - i a n s  of X o r t h  Z m e r i c c  ( 1 9 6 1 ) .  

M c N i c k l e ' s  I n d i a n  T r i b e s  o f  t h e  l Jn i te (1  States 

(1962)  o f f e r s  a g e n e r a l  s u r v e y  of t h e  p a s t , '  the c u r r e n t  

s i t u a t i c n ,  a n d  some i n s i q - h t s  i n t o  t h e  p r c b a b l e  f u t u r e  o f  

American I n d i a n s ,  He p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  across a l l  t r ibes  

common p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t r z i t s  c a n  be i d e n t i f i e d ,  Fey a n d  

Kcl:<ickle i n  I n d i a n s  a n 3  O t h e r  Amer icans  ( 1 9 5 9 )  h a v e  

a n a l y z e 2  the c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of I n d - i a n s  a n 3  r e v i e w  t h e  

t r e a t m e n t  they have r e c e i v e d  i n  t h e i r  g o v e r n n e n t a l  

r e l a t i o n s .  Simpson and  Yinqe r  i n  A n ~ e r i c a n  I n d i a n s  a n d  

Arwr ican  Life !iS57) a l s o  p r e . ~ o n t  u s e f u l  a r t i c l e s  on  -- 



modern l e g a l ,  demograph ic ,  economic,  h e a l t h ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  

a n d  p o l i t i c 2 1  c ~ n d i t i o n s  of Inc? ians  t o d a y ,  Loran 2nd 
* 

M c I l w r a i t h  i n  -- The N o r t h  Americar! I n d i a n  Todav ( 1 9 4 3 )  and 

Washburn i n  m e  I n d i ~ + n  an?  t h e  \;hit~ ;.;ai?_ (1964)  ~ r o v i c ? c  

i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  a c c u l t u r a t i v e  s i t c a t i o n  of I n d i a n s .  

The m o s t  i n s t r u c t i v e  p a n - t r i b a l .  works  on a c c u l  t u r a t i u n  

are  L i n t o n ' s  ---- Accul  t u r a c i o n  _ _ _ _ _ _ - -  i n  Seven American ______.___ I n d i a n  _ _- 

Tribes (1963) a n d  S z ~ i c z r  ' s F e s s 3 e c t i ~ e s  i i ~  I t r r i c r ~ ~ 2 ~  Inc l inq  ---- 
~!I__tusuZ5-11-~ (1961) ~ f i l c h  i n c l u d e s  a s e c t i o n  cn th? 

Kwakiutl.. 

For a g e n e r a l  background  on t h e  P t ie i f  i c  iu'ortkiwest 

Coast, work hy Druckz r  (1350, 1955 ,  1 9 6 5 )  i s  the m o s t  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  Tkic B r i t i s h  Colurnbia &ri t a p  S e r  i z s - - 0 s  

Native - PeopZos - -con ta ins  - s i m p l y  w r i t t e n  v c l u n ~ e s  o n  e a c h  

o f  the t r ibes  i n  B r i t i s h  Cclumbia .  M c F e n t ' s  I n d i a n s - o j  

t h c  K ~ r t h  P a c i f i c  C o a s t  ( 1 9 6 6 )  c o n t a i n s  3 c o l l e c t i o n  of --- - .-- ---- - - -- ---- 
u s e f u l  a r t i c l e s  o n  t h e  c u l t u r c  a r e a ,  

P r a n z  Soas began f i e l d  work anon9  t?le Southern 

Kwakiu t l  i n  1886 a n d  c o n t i n u e d  w z r k i n g  w i t h  ther.1 u n t i l  

1930 whcn hc w a s  s e v e n t y - t w o  years of a g e ,  I t  h a s  been 



e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  h e  s p e n t  a t o t a l  of t w e n t y - e i g h t  a n d  a 

h a l f  months  d o i n g  f i e l d  work o n  t h e  Nor thwes t  C o a s t ,  a n d  

o n  e i g h t  of t h e  t w e l v e  t r i p s  h e  made t o  t h e  a r e a ,  h e  
L 

v i s i t e d  t h e  I<wa?ciutl ,  He p u b l i s h e d  over  five thous;3rid 

mges  o f  e t h n o y r a p h i c  d a t a  on  t h e  K x a k i u t l  a l o n e  and i n  

c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  George  Hunt ,  a n a t i v e  i n f o r m a n t ,  h e  

t r a i n e Z  a n 2  worked w i t h  f rom the f i r s t  field t r i p  i n  1386. 

The o u t s t a n d i n g  f e c t u r e  of Boas '  K v a k i u t l  and  
Xor thm2s t  C o z s t  i a r k  i s  t he  e m p h a s i s  upon t h e  
symbolic a s p e c t s  of t h e  c u l t u r e s .  ivbst of 
Bcas '  iti.ajcr works on  i n d i v i d u a l  Nor thwes t  
C o a s t  e u l  t , u r s s  a n 3  on c m . p s r a t i v s  Xor thwes t  
C o a s t  c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t s  d e a l  w i t h  myt?-icloyy, 
l a n y u a q c ,  and  a r t ,  i n  t h a t  c r d e r , , . . k s  e a r l y  
2s  l C j C G ,  zzcor?Jj-ng to a  a t - + - - n -  ,.I\ _ t h 2  ~?..;?e 
some y e a r s  l a t e r ,  he w a s  p l a n n i n g  ' a  5 s n 2 s a l  
e t h n c l c q i c a l  d i s c u s z i o n  o f  t h e  K w a k i u t l  
r ; a t e r i a l  c o n t a i n e d  i:l these voiumss' (1321 :4$ ) .  
I t  i s  n o t  c e r t a i n  t h a t  h i s  u n p u b l i s h e e  
E(srakiu1:l ?;t3nc?rzr,hy \.:euld be t h e  work h e  -.--- 
planne:3, a:: i t s  c o n t e n t s  do n o t  fern a  
' g e n e r a l  e t h n o l o g i c a &  d i s c u s s i o n '  i n  t h e  f u l l e s t  
s e n s e  of t h e  p h r a s e .  L 

Because  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  a n y  t o p i c  i s  s c a t t e r e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  s u c h  a l a r g e  boc'ty of wcrk ,  p i e c i n g  t o g e t h e r  a 

c o h e r e n t  p i c t u r e  o f  a n y  p r t i c u 1 a . r  t o p i c  i s  d i f f i c u l t  a s  

" t h e r e  i s  no  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  body of Kwak iu t l  

e t h n o g r a ? h i c  m a t e r i a l s .  The s e r i o u s  s t u d e n t  c a n  he 

s3tisfied v i t h  a o t h i n g  Icss. 11 3 Boas h a s  been c r i t i c i z e d  

for n o t  d o i n 7  a c ~ e n z r a l  e thnography--and  f o r  o m i t t i n g  

m a t e r i a l  t . h a t  would be of u s e  t o  c o n t e m p o ~ a r y  s t u d e n t s ,  



as  has  Seen xent ioned i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  present  s tudy,  

but  he  reccrded on t h e  fcrmzl a spec t s  of t h e  c u l t u r e  i n  

s u f f i c i e n t  d e t a i l  t o  enable  a n  a n a l y s i s ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  

of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  foundat ions of s o c i a l  i d e n t i t y ,  al though 

t h e r e  i s  no infcrmation on day t o  day i n t e r a c t i o n .  

Boas s t a t e s  i n  t h e  Preface t o  Kwakiutl C_uJ_t_ure a s  

Hef lec te3  ----- .- -A- j n - i<ythoio_a  t h a t  h i s  d i scuss ion  of t a l e s  was 

an at tempt  t o  sunmarize those f e a t u r e s  of t h e  t a l e s ,  

t h a t  r s f l e u t  th? node of l i f e  and thoughts of 
t h e  people. 'The underlying thougilc cf t h i s  
a t t e m p  w a s  t h s t  t h e  t a l e s  probably conta in  
a l l  t h a t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  th=? n c r r a t o r s  and 
t h a t  i n  t h i s  way a p i c t u r e  of t h e i r  way of 
th ink in7  and f z ~ l i n c j  w i l l  a>uear t h a t  renders  
t h e i r  ideas  (-7s f r ~ ; e -  from th2  bias of t h e  
Z a r o p z n  observer  zs pcss iSle .  3 

Em exaxinat ion of t h i s  ma te r i a l  a s  it r e l a t e s  t o  "Lfie 

parameters of s o c i a l  i d e n t i t y  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e .  

Althouc~h many d e t a i l s  about t h e  House a r e  found i n  

t h e  mythology, "The v i l l a g e  Is not o f t e n  described.. 

many cases  t h e r e  i s  re fe rence  only  t o  t h e  s i n g l e  house of 

t h c  ancestor. . . . In a l a r g e r  v i l l a g e  t h e  c h i e f ' s  house 

s t ands  i n  the mi?dle of the row of houses. 11 5 Prom t h i s  

w e  can assume t h a t  t h e  househoid i s  more important t o  t h e  

i r ~ d i v i f l u ~ l  than t h e  v i l l a g e ,  a n  assumption t h a t  f u r t h e r  

s v f  darice frc!:~ Boas w j  11 s u p p r  t .  

Evidence o n  t r i b a l  organiza t ion  from the  mythology 

i s  worth quot ing a t  scme length ,  



The t a l e ?  r e f e r  both t o  the  t r i b e s  and t o  
t h e  t r i b a l  sub-Sivisi  ons c a l l e d  numaw,. 
Ancestor t r a d i t i o n s  r e f e r  only t o  t h e  numaym, 
but  t h e  t r i b e s  a s  surh a r e  a l s o  r2coqnized .... 
Tne c'nit2f of each numaym i s  conceived as  t h e  
descendant of a  mythical ances tor .  The t a l e  
r e f e r r i n g  t o  him i s  c a l l e d  ' t h e  house myth'.  
The ances tors  a r e  callec! f a t h e r s  o r  
g r a n d f  a t5ers. The ancestor  i s  a l s o  designated 
a s  r o o t ,  o r  ch ief ro i j t ,  3 1 ~ 0  a s  f i r ~ t  c1lj.2fe.. . 
F! i s  s t o r y  or he himself i s  a l s o  c a l l e d  ' ny th  
a t  t h e  end of t h e  izorlci'. A l l  t h i s  i s  implied 
t o  d3scend thrcugh the  male l i n e ,  

The var ious  nunayms com~os ing  a  t r i b e  a r e  
soxetimes conceived a s  q u i t e  independent i n  
o r i ~ i n  and. a r e  assun~? t o  have or igi9ateci  i n  
d i s t i n c t i v e  l o c a l i t i e s ,  not a11 n e c e s s a r i l y  i n  
c l o s e  prcxj.mity... ,In o the r  cases  the  c h i e f s  
of t h e  s e v e r a l  nunayms of one t r i b e  a re  
d e f i n i t e l y  descr ibed as  re la ted . . . .  

The c h i e f s  of "e numaym descend i n  t h e  
p a t e r n a l  l i n e .  I n  the  t e x t s  i t  i s  not o f t e n  
s t a t e d  i n  so many words t h a t  t h e  son takes h i s  
f a t h e r ' s  place, b u t  i t  i z  i ~ p l . i c c ?  i n  the  t c r n  
' p r i n c e i  which des ignates  the  eldest son., . .  
The c r e s t s  and p r i v i l q e s  which t.he ances tc r  
brought down from heaven or from t h z  depths af 
t h e  ocean a re  i n h e r i t e d  i n  p a t r i l i n e a l  l ine . , . .  

The members of t h e  numayn except ing t h e  
c h i a f ' s  fami ly  a r e  not n e c e s s a r i l y  conceived 
a s  descendents of t h e  ancestor .  An ancestcr . . .  
t ransformed g u l l s '  eggs i n t o  men and s h e l l s  
i n t o  wornon. These became h i s  t r i b e s .  Another 
ancss to r  of t h e  same t r i b e  carved human f i g u r e s ,  
two men an2 two vornen, out  of t h e  bark of e l d e r  
t r e e s ,  r e l eased  them and they bsczrne h i s  t r ibe . . . .  

Thz  crest:.^ a re  used i n  decora t ing  the  house, 
a s  house d i shes  and masks. The c h i e f s  of t h e  
numaym have f o r  t h e i r  c r e s t s ,  t he  animals whose 
forms they  had while  i n  t h e  sky.. . . 

The remark. . . th+t  a  c3nnibal  was f e a r e d  
5ecau.se he devcured t h e  peonle of h i s  own 
numap i n d i c a t e s  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  of these  u n i t s  
and t h e  duty of each rnemser t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  whsle qroup, , . ,  0 

Boas s t a t e s  t h a t  the  most valued s t o r i e s  of t h e  

Kwakiutl x e f e r  t o  the  o r i g i n  of t h e  nurnaym and t h e  c r e s t s .  



Forty-f ivz books we l l  known t o  s o c i o l o g i s t s  and 
s o c i a l  psychologis t s  were found t o  us2 
Northwest Coast ma te r i a l s .  Of a l l  t h e  major 
t r i b e s  of t h e  a r e a ,  t h e  Kwaki-utl grollp and i t s  
po t l ach  were t h e  most genera l ly  knotm, Five 
authors made comparative use of Kwakiutl 
ma t2 r i a l s :  seven authors  described t h e i r  s o c i a l  
o rgan iza t ion ,  311 using pot lach  d a t a  and 
s e v e r a l  l i m i t i n g  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n s  t o  i t ;  e i q h t  
au thors  c i t e d  da ta  o r  i n t e r n r e t a t i o n ?  f r o n  Ruth 
Benzdict. 'Itdenty-five au thc r s  r e f e r r e d  t o  
P a t t e r n s  of Cul ture  cr presented t h e  idea  of -- 
I themes' o r  ' p a t t e r n s '  a s  d e v e l o ~ e d  b:? 3enedict .  

The work of Boas, throuqh Benedict ,  l e d  s o c i a l  
s c i e n t i s t s  t o  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  those ma te r i a l s .  
In  f o r t y - f i v e  books an&lyzed, t h e  au thc r s  used 
t h e  ba s i c  ifleas f o r :  (1) the  forrnulaticn of 2 

hprc?thcs.',s of c u l t u r a l  thetoss-patterns i n  s o c i a i  
o r g a n i z a t i r n :  ( 7 )  the  d e v e i o ~ : ~ a n t  of a  t y ~ c l o g y  
competition-co-o~eration: ( 3 )  evidence of 
cul t u r a l l y - k s e d  a b n o r n ~ a l i t j  es, such a s  found i n  
megalomania, a c q u i s i t i v e n e s s ,  conpe t i t iveness ,  

Thus t h e  ex i s t ence  of t h e  numaym as a  s o c i a l  u n i t  i s  

fund2mental t o  any < i scuss inn  of ,social  i z e n t i t y  among 
8 

t h e  Kwakiutl. Rather than ~ o n t i n u e  wi th  an expos i t ion  

of Boas' work on t h e  Kwakiutl a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  w e  w i l l  

t u r n  t o  a d i scuss ion  of t h e  o the r  l t t e r a t u r e  on t h e  a r e a ,  

and t h e  var ious  c r i t i c i s m s  of Boas' work. A comprehensive 

p i c t u r e  of t h e  s o c i a l  organiza t ion  of the Kwakiutl t r i l l  \ 

be drawn i n  a l a t e r  chapter .  

One of t h e  major problems i n  doi::g l i b r a r y  

re sea rch  on t h e  Kwakiutl i s  t h a t  a  popu1z.r image of them 

has  d e v e l o ~ e d  f r o n  t h e  work of p e o ~ l e  whc have examined 

Boas and done no f i e l d  work. La V i o l e t t e  r e p o r t s  as 

fo l lcws  on a survey he made i n  1955: 



and s~otism; and ( 4 )  description of uni~ue 
aspects of a cultural system. The diffusjon of 
Northwest Coast interpretations of social 
scientists and usychiatrists throuuhout Canada 
and the United Ststes has become extensive; the 
Boas - Benedict work has become classic in 
character. 7 

Boas cannot be S l z ~ d  for misinterpretations of 

his ethnocgaphic material, although perhaps there would 

have been less misinterpretation if he had put the 

material in proger perspective. For example, in his 

descriptions of the formal ceremonials, many references 

are made to the main actor and his numaym. "The blankets 

were agair; placed in charge of the groom's father, who 

called his nunayma to revuest their consent to the 
8 

proposed rwrri2qe." This one, of many possible examples 

of numaym co-oneration, is at variance with the 

interpretation by Eenedict. A statement such as, "Each 

individual, according to his means, constantly vied with 

all others to outdistance them in distributions of 
9 

property" is an incorrect interpretation of the data 

from Boas. Codere states that Boas criticizzd Benedict 

for overlooking "the amiable qualities that appear in 

10 
intirnzte fanily life," Shz goes on to say that, 

It is clear, however, that Eoas !>resented 
relatively littlz mzterizl to work x i t h  on the 
more amiable sidc of Kwakiutl life, that 
Benedict igncred such naterials as were 
present as perhaps being far cut of the range 



of t h e  n o r m  of behavior ,  and t h a t  both Boas 
with h i s  ' a t r o c i o u s  but  amiable' Kwalciutl and 
Eenedict  with her ' paranoid '  Kwakiutl took t h e  
s t r u c t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  a t  f a c e  value f o r  purposes 
of determini  g tlie meanings and q L a l i t i e s  of 
t h e  c u l t u r e .  r * 

3arnou.w s t a t e s  t h a t ,  "Ruth B ~ i l e d i c t '  s way of 

phrss ing  th ings  i n  extreme terms makes it  easy  enough t o  

r e f u t e  sone of h e r  s ta tements .  "I2 but he t akes  exception 

t o  Codere 's  c r i t i c i s m  of Benedict. 

Admittedly, then ,  ' Dionysian' i s  11ot an  
age lua te  o r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  he l? fu l  
c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  c u l t u r e :  a n d  t h e  
terms ' paranoid ' a n d  ' a q a l o m a n i c  ' a l s o  seem 
extreme a l t h o u ~ h  ikceber  has defended t h e i r  
use .  But i n s t e a d  of dismissinq Benzd ic t ' s  
p i c t u r z  f o r  i t s  ap12arent exagpera t icns ,  i t  
might be b e t t e r  t o  see i f  s ta tements  of t h e  
s o r t  quoted by Codere c2n:?Qt be r e s t a t e d  i n  
m o r e  acceptable  terms. For denedic t  and 
Boas may have been on the  t r ack  of ~ o n ~ e t h i n g  
v a l i d ,  I f e e l ,  f o r  exam?le, t h a t  Benediet , 
convincingly showed t h a t  thz m o t i f s  of 
r i v a l r y  and s e l f - g l o r i f i c a t i o n  appear not 
only  i n  t h e  p s t l a c h ,  but  a l s o  i n  connection 
with marriage and shamanism. And s u r e l y  t h e  
b o a s t f u l  spzeches of Kwakiutl c h i e f s  quoted 
by Senedict  a r e  s t r i k i n g  evidence for the  
a t t i t u d e s  she describes.13 

To t u r n  t o  another  a n t h r o p l o g i c a l  controversy 

regarding  Boas' work, Codere says ,  "That Kwakiutl s o c i e t y  

was, a s  Boas s a i d ,  a c l a s s l e s s  s o c i e t y  i n  which s o c i a l  

14 
rznk was t h e  orqaniz ing  p r inc ip le . "  Kay counters  with 

t h i s  : 

A major de f i c i ency  i n  Boas' work with t h e  
Kwakiutl w s  h i s  n e ~ l e c t  of t h e  p a t t e r n s  and 
Fehqvior of the lower c l a s s e s :  h i s  nea r ly  



excl1.1sive c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  n o b i l i t y  ar,d h i s  
 resenta at ion o f  t h i s  p i c t u r e  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
bf  K w a k i u t l  l i f e . .  . .Eoas '  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  
K w a k i u t l  i s  n o t  o h y  d e f i c i e n t  b e c a u s e  h e  
f q i l e d  t o  h e e d  t h e  c a u t i o n s  v h i c h  h e  
e n u m e r a t e s  for o t h e r s  b u t  a l s g  b e c a u s e  he  
a l l o w e d  t h i s  o n e - s i d e d  p o r t r a i t  t o  s t a n d ,  n o t  
o n l y  Fo r  a l l  K w i k i u t l  c u l t u r e  b u t  for t h e  
N o r t h w e s t  C o a s t  g e n e r a l l y .  I I i s  c v e r -  
y e n e r a l i z a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Kwak iu t l  and h i s  
f -7il11r.2 t o  s ~ ~ a k  o u t  i n  c o r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
errors of h i s  s t u d e n t s ,  s u c h  a s  H e n z d i c t ,  h a s  
had t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  e t h n q r z p h i c  p i c t u r e  
f o r  t h e  Nor thwes t  C o a s t  a s  v i . s u a l i a e d ,  t a u g h t ,  
an3 acceptzd S y  many a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  i s  t h a t  
which i n  f a c t  a p , l i e r .  p3ly t o  t h e  n o b i l i t y  of 
the s o u t h e r n  KwakiutJ.. 

C o d e r e ,  who i s  pcrhlps  t h e  most t h o r o u g h  s t u d e n t  

o f  Boas'  m a n u s c r i p t s ,  a n d  who h a s  a l s o  done f i e l d  work 

16 
among t h e  IC;v.akiutl, i n j e c t s  some s e n s e  of p r s p z c t i v e  

i n t o  t h e  e t h n o g r a p h i c  p i c t u r e .  She s t a t e s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  

t h a t ,  "The X w a k i u t l  economic  y e a r  o f  a b o u t  nine m ~ n t h s  

of i n d u s t r i o u s  p r o d u c t i o n  f o l l ~ o w e d  by t h r e e  months  of 

w i n t e r  v a c a t i o n  from m o s t  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
17 

t h i s  p e r i o d . "  b845 - 1 9 2 5  . Thus, i f  w e  c a n  a c c e p t  

t h a t  t h e  vo luminous  d a t a  o n  t h e  p o t l a c h  and t h e  w i n t e r  

c e r e m o n i a l  r e p r e s e n t s  a t  m o s t  o n e - q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  l i f e  of 

t h e  K w a k i u t l ,  we c a n  bet ter  assess  t h i s  o v e r e m p h a s i s  i n  

t h e  l i t e r a t x e .  Code re ,  i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  K ~ m k i u t l  

which  wqs p a r t  of a symposium o n  c u l t u r e  c h a n a e ,  9 i v e s  t h e  

most c c m ~ l c ? t e  and c o h e r e n t  h t s t o r y  of t h e  Kva .k iu t l  

a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  She  s t a t e s  t ha . t  t h e  



e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  H u d s o n ' s  93y p o s t  zt F ~ r t  R u p e r t ,  

a n d  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  of w a r f a r e  must  be s e e n  

a s  t h e  e x u b e r a n t  d e v e l o - n e n t  o f  a l a r q e r  
s o c i a l  w o r l d  i n  wh ich  t h e r e  p:ere p e a c e ,  
s e c u r i t y  f rom p h y s i c a l  v i o l c n c o ,  and  a n  
o - p o r t u n i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  s o c i a l  v c r t h  arncng 
a l l  t h e  :)eonle r a t h e r  t h a n  arncrl9 o n l y  those l6  
of close k i n s h i p  or  t h e  imrncZi.-ite i o c a l i t y ,  

T h i s  i n v o l v e d  closer r e l a t i o n s h i p s  betv*een t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  

tr ibes.  

Wi th  t h e  devzl??rnent o f  A l e r t  3ay as t h e  l o c a l e  o f  

n o n - I n d i a n  s e r v i c e  a g e n c i e s ,  and  t h u s  a s  the foca l .  p o i n t  

f o r  I n d i a n s  of t h e  a r e a ,  came e v e n  g r e a t e r  i n t e r - t r i b a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  Code re  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  

r- LQe c o n t a c t  community i n  which  t h e  Kt?+kiutL 
r,ow h i v e  i s  t h e  t o t a l  i ' l h i t e  C s n a d i a n  - A n e r i c a n  
c u l t u r a l  w o r l d .  The Kwakiu t l  l i v e  w i t h  t h a t  
p a r t  a n d  v 5 r s i o n  o f  t h e  X h i t e  w o r l d  t h s t  i s  ' 

r e p r e s e n t e d  l o c a l l y ,  and  w i t h  the  e x t e n d e d  
e x p e r i e n c e  o f  i t  t h a t  i s  o f f e r e d  5 y  c h e  mass  
med ia ,  v i s i t s  t o  Vancouver  and o t h e r  c i t i e s  t o  
t h e  s o u t h ,  and  an  e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  number of 
years  s p e n t  i n  s c h o o l .  1 9  

She  a l s o  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  

KwakiutP r e l a t i c n s  w i t h  o t h e r  I n d i ~ ~ n  p e o p l e s  
h a v e  n o t  b e e n  e x t e n d e d . . . i n t o  a n y  pan-  
I n d i a n i e m  , . . .The Kwak iu t l  h a v e ,  however ,  
made comncn c a u s e  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  c o a s t a l  
I n d i a n  p e o p l e  who, l i k e  them, a r e  d e r a n d e n t  
on t h e  commerc i a l  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y .  *0 

I n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e s e  i n t e r - t r i b a l  m e e t i n g s  she s a y s  t h a t ,  

some of t h e  r e c e n t  r .eet ings of c o u n c i l o r s  
f r o n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  Kwak iu t l  b a n d s  w i t h  
c o u n c i l o r s  from a l l  t h e  I n d i a n  g r c u p s  of t h e  
p r o v i n c e  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  i m r c r t a n t  



c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  
c l a r i f i c a t i o n s  i n  ' I n d i a n '  - IChite r e l a t i o n s  
and  i n  ' I n d i a n '  p o l i c i e s  and a t t i t ~ d e s . ~ l  

She p e r h a p s  makes t h e  

d o e s  i n  a s s u v i n y  t h a t  

e f f e c t  on  a n y  b u t  t h e  

same m i s t a k e  i n  t h i s  a s  La V i o l e t t e  
22 

t h e s e  p a n - I n d i a n  a c t i v i t i e s  h a v e  an 

c h i e f s  who p a r t i c i p a t e ,  This p o i n t  

w i l l  be d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

i n s t i .  t u t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  of I n d i a n  b e h a v i o r .  

Code re  s t a t e s  thcl t  t h e  young.er peo_nle a r e  no  

l o n g e r  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p o t l a c h  a s  a way t o  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  

A l t h o u g h  p a t t e r n s  of consumpt ion  may r e f l e c t  i h a k i u t l  

v a l u e s ,  t h e r e  i s  no  c l e a r  method of a c h i e v i n g  s t a t u s .  

Txl ih? o l d  c k y s  s o c i a l  a n d  p o i i t i c a ;  l e a d e r s h i p  
were  i n t e q r a t e d  i n  what  was a l s o  a f a i r l y  
w e l l - i n t e g r a t e d  c smxun i ty .  Nowac%ys t h c r e  o n l y  
r e m a i n  r e m n a n t s  of t h e  e a r l i e r  * 

A l e r t  Bay h a d  more p rob lems  to  s o l v s  than a n y  
o t h e r  K ~ v a k i u t l  v i l l a ~ e  i n  r e c e n t  times, and  
tco rwch was somehow l e f t  t o  t h e  a q a n c y  
l o c a t e d  t h e r e .  The r e s u l t  i n  t h z  l a r g c s t  and 
m o r e  i n - o r t a n t  Kwak iu t l  v i l l a g e  i s  i ack  of 
community ~ l a n n i n g ,  c o h e s i v e n e s s ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,  
a n d  a c h i e v e r n ~ n t . . . . S o c i ; t l  l e a d e r s h i p  seems 
e v e n  more d i s p e r s e d  and  unorc jan ized  t h a n  
p o l i t i c a l  Xeaf 'ership.  Such a s  i t  is,  i t  seems 
t o  Sc i n  t h e  h a n d s  oF t h e  more a s s i n : i l a t e d  a n d  
t h e  m e r e  p r o s p e r o u s .  24 

There a r e  s t i l l  scmp c e r e m o n i a l  performclnces ,  
b u t  t h e y  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  new contexts anc? h a v e  
new a n d  d i f f e r e n t  mesn inys  i n  K w a k i u t l  s o c i e t y .  25 

Thus C c x y e r e ,  i n  h e r  s t u d y  o f  c u l t u r e  c h a n g e ,  h a s  

g i v e n  u s  u s e f u l  i n f o r n n t i c n  r e l a t i n g  to  the con tempora ry  

p r o b l e m s  cf t h e  d e v e l c c m e n t  of i d e n t i t y  arsong t h e  



Kwakiutl i n  A l e r t  Bay. 'Je w i l l  tu rn  now t o  an 

exsrnination of the  con t r ibu t ions  of o t h e r  au thors  t o  5 
0 

more coherent p i c t u r e  of K~:rakiutl l i f e ,  

Edward C u r t i s  spent  "a  por t ion  of each f i e l d  

seascn from 1910 t o  1914 ai-mng t h e  :;waki.utl 

To our knowledge of t h e  c u l t u r e  he c o n t r i b u t e s  a f a i r l y  

comprehensive genera l  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  p lus  m a t e r i a l  cn 

sharnanisr.:, warfare ,  s o c i a l  organiza t ion ,  ceremonies, 

mythology and songs. O f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a r e  t h e  many 

f a s c i n a t i n g  p h o t o ~ r a p h s ,  including p o r t r a i t s ,  p i c t u r e s  of 

houses, b o a t s ,  totem po les ,  and masked cerernoriial 

f i g u r e s .  
27 

C u r t i s  says  that . ,  "amon7 t h e  poor, marriage is 

unaccoinpanied by formal rites, b u t  people of rank a r e  
28 

be t ro thed  and wedded with cons idera5le  sere~nony." I f  

C u r t i s  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  t h i s ,  then what has k e e n  accepted 

and d e t a i l e d  ir, the l i t e r a t u r e  a s  the "normal" marr r ia~e  

p r a c t i c e  i s  an  anomaly reserved only  f o r  t h e  n o b i l i t y .  

The p c p l e  had a term f o r  marriages not v a l i d a t e d  by 

ceremony which meant  " s t i c k i n g  together l i k e  d q s ,  "29  but 

we have no way now of determining how Erequent these 

l i a i s o n s  were. 

It w i l l . b 2  i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  examine a t  some length  

a passage from C u r t i s  regarding  t h e  s o c i a l  organiza t ion  



of t h e  fwak iu t l .  

A s  elsewhere on t h e  North P a c i f i c  Coast,  
s o c i e t y  wzs divided by c i o s z l y  drawn l i n e s  
i n t o  t h r e e  c l a s s e s ;  t h e  n o b i l i t y ,  t h e  common 
psople ,  and s l a v e s  taken i n  war. Slavery has 
been abo l i sh& by law, and t h e  dep le t ion  of 
t h e  p p u l a t i o n  has p r a c t i c a l l y  e l i n i n a t e d  t h e  
cGmmon people by reducing t h e  nudoer of 
t r i b ~ s m e n  below t h e  nunber of h e r e d i t a r y  
t i t l e s .  l'he p r i n c i p l e  of i n h e r i t e d  rank i s  
much more evident  i n  -G~alc i i~ t l  l i f e  thzn i n  
t h e  l i f e  of c c a s t  Sa l i sh .  Scarce ly  a phase 
of  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  can be d iscussed  without 
refert?.nce t o  t h i s  idea ,  an2 i n  f a c t  t h z i r  
e n t i r e  ex i s t ence  i s  an endless  scheming and 
s t r i v i n g  t o  enhance t h e i r  i ~ 2 i v i d u a l  s t and iny  
i n  t h e  t r i h e  a n d  t h e  t r i b e ' s  c tanding among 
a l l  &?a!<iutl t r i b e s .  

I n  each gens i s  a d e f i n i t e  number of ' s e a t s , '  
which c l c s e l y  corr-spond t o  tile h e r e d i t a r y  
peerages of c iv i l i , zed  s o c i e t y  i n  t11st they  were 
c c n s t i t u t e 3  i n  a n c i s ~ t  t imes ,  a n d  t h a t  t o  zach 
pert-ain c e r t a i n  ! ~ ~ T s s ,  c r c s t s ,  s y e c i a i  
ceremonial. p r i v i l e c e s ,  and t e r r i t o r i a l  r i r rhts  a s  
t o  f i s h i n ?  ar:d ga the r ing  vege ta l  food. The 
seats of t h e  a r i s t c c r a c y  were c r e a t e d  ( so  t h e '  
?_?yencis r e l a t e )  a t  t h e  t i i re  of t h e  founc2ing of 
t h e  gens,  s i n c e  when ncne o t h e r s  have been 
c r e a t e d .  That n o b i l i t y  can Se a t t a i n e d  by 
personal  prowess o r  t h a t  new ranks can be 
c o n s t i t u t e d  by an agency, i s  t o  t h e  Kwakiutl 
q u i t e  unthinkable.  For these  t r i S e s  have high 
regard  f o r  precedent an? tha  custorns 
e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e i r  ances tors .  

Successicn i s  s t r i c t l y  h e r e d i t a r y ,  a.n3 t h e  
e l d e s t  son succeeds t o  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  rank. I n  
i t s  e a r l i e s t  yea r s  t h e  c h i l d  has no p a r t  i n  t h e  
t r i b a l  l i f e ;  t e c h n i c a l l y  he i s  not  a member of 
t h e  t r i b e .  $,then he has a r r i v e d  a t  what t h e  
f a t h e r  cons iders  a f i t  age (from s i x  t o  f i f t e e n  
y e a r s ) ,  t.he l a t t e r  a t  a  feast announces t h a t  on 
a  c e r t a i n  day  he w i l l  make h i s  son h i s  h e i r ,  
and qivz him such and such a name. O n  that 
clay t he  peo~le a s s , z ~ b l e  i n  h i s  house, each 
having been i n v i t e d  by nan?.,..The boy now has 
a 'feast. narn?' by which h2 w i l l  be pe r sona l ly  
i n v i t e d  t o  every pub l i c  assembly, i n  o t h e r  .words, 
he i s  now a men-,b2r of t h e  t r i b e  and t h e  t r i b a l  



council: for all -public business is transacted 
at feasts. Corn ~ c n  ~eo~ple of corlrce ha? nc part 
in the feasts and cexemcnies, excppt 3.s 
spectators . 3 0  

Curtis is self-ccntradictory in some of his 

statements. For example, he says that " s o c i z t y  was 

?ivided...into three classes: the nobility, the conmon 

people, and slav~s....': Re then says about the child, 

we lcok at John I?orkts census for 1835 - d l ,  printed in 

Curtis, we see a ponu1atj.cn of 23,587, (omitting five 

groups as n o t  certainly Xwakiutl) which may well he an 

31 
exaq:eration. However, after a smallpox eniCemic, the 

porwlati.cn ?,47as estimated at seven thousand. Eoas has 

named twenty tribes, one hundred nurriayns and six hundred 

3 3  
and fifty-sight positions. Even if t7e take ten 

thousand as a modest estimate of the pre-ccntac-t 

ponulation, this would mean that less than one in fifteen 

persons had a named position. Are we then to believe that 

only one person in fifteen was a member of the tribe? 

To re-engage this ar~ument in thz light of Curtis' work, 

Boas himself makes the same mistake when he szys, 

If the grcate~t chief in the trihe stem down 
C L ~ O T  h i s  he22 pCr i t i . cn  Sut rztcins his ?ositi.cn 
in the last s e z t  of his numaym, he is eith~r 
a 'ccxmoner' solely 5y comparison with what he 
ha? Ilcen, or bor~vse thr! nearcst he cculll qet 
to rcev'twrshi~ in a class of co~ncrers in 



K w a k i u t l  w a s  by h o l d i n g  o n e  of t h e  m o r e  l o w l y  
n o b l e  p o s i t i o n s , 3 4  

A l t h o u q h  the X w a k i u t l 0 p o n u l a t i o n  a?>ovt  t h i s  t i m e  w a s  o n l y  

3 5  
1 , 1 3 4  i t  seems i n c o n c e i v a ' q l e  t h a t  3oe.s c o u l d  h a v e  made 

t h i ?  s t f i t e m e n t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a c ~ e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  of 

K w a k i u t l  c u l t u r e .  

C u r t i s  i s  a t  t i m e s  m a r e  of tbc  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  

l ive . - -  of n o b l e s  a n d  c o c m o n e r s ,  hut he ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  

c t h ' r  a u t h o r s ,  makes  n o  a L t c m p t  t o  e x a m i n e  the l i f e  of t h e  

I t  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a s t u d y  of 

social  i d e n t i t y ,  t c  e x a m i n e  t h c s e  w o r k s  e q p r e s s i n g  t h e  

36 
attitude of t h e  6 : h i t e s  t o w a r d  t h e  I n d i a n .  X i l l i a r a  

H a l l i d a y ,  i n  F o t l a c h  ~ . n f i  Totem, x e c o l l e c t s  h i s  

e x ~ e r i e n c e s  a s  I n d i a n  A g e n t  f o r  t h e  Kwakewlth  Agency from 

1 9 0 6  t o  1932. An e x a m p l e  of h i s  a t t i t u d e  i s  expressed i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n :  

The a p a t h y  cf t h e  I n d i n n s  themselves h a s  a 
great  d z i l  t o  do w i t h  t h e  decreace i n  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  s ~ d  tc t%e w a n t  of prc7ress. 
They are c a r e l e s s  a n d  i n d i f f e r e n t  a k u t  
a n y t h i n g  t h 7 t  loes  n o t  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t h e i r  
pork:.t1-~ck.. . .The s o t l ? c h  ~ i i t l i  i t s  a t t e n d x n t  
e v i l s  k e c p s  ?GT.-"~ a n v  d e s i r e  o n  the p ~ r t  c~f 
i n d i v i d u a l ?  +c l ~ u n c h  o u t  fcr  t h e m c e l v e s ,  a s  
t h e y  a ~ i i d  pr  s c t i c a l l ~ ~  o q t r a c i z ~  t h e n s e l v e s ,  
u n t i l  t h e  r n o v m t ~ n t  becave u?-rc\ral. This 
r w m i r e P  more strenqt:h a n ?  st ' ) l lni l  j t y  c f  
c l i = a r a c t c r  t h 2 n  ; > i  co.;.,r:on t o  t \e  I-?c?iar:. 3 7 

A s  M r .  I i a l l i d n y  h a ?  move3 t o  k\?  a rea  i n  1895, t o  



homes tea?  w i t h  h i s  b r o t h e r  on t h e  Xingcone  R i v e r ,  and 

had r e l a t i v e s  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  h i s  a t t i t u d e  i s  ? r o b a b l y  a n  

a c c u r a t e  r e f l e c t i o r ,  of t h e  ' r J 7 7 i t c  a t t i t u d e s  t c t r ~ r d  t h e  

I n 6 i a n  a t  t h a t  t i n e .  Because  of h i s  e n f o r c e m e n t  cf t h e  

p o t l 3 c h  law, "for s e v e r a l  y e a r s  he krac-. a much-hated man 

by t h e  I n d i a n s .  1, 3 8  

Ta t u r n  t o  a less  b i a s e d  a c c o u n t  of A w a k i u t l  life, 

C l e l l a n  F o r d ' s  b i o g r a p h y  of C h a r l c y  i?owel l ,  a  Kwc.kiut2 

c h i e f ,  p r s v i d e s  a v a l u a b l e  p i c t u r e  oil f a i n i l y  3 i f e  and  

s o c i a l  i n  t e r ? c t i o n .  A l t h o u g i ~  i n  k h i s  a g a i n ,  the emphasj  s 

i s  on  t h e  n o b i l i t y ,  s u f f i c i e n t  d e t a i l  i n  t i>= accounts 

a l l o w s  u s  t o  draw some i n f e r ' ? n c e s  r e g a r d i n g  tllc t o L z l  

~ i c t u r s  or  I b l a k i u t l  l i f e .  Forcl, i n  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n ,  

s p e c u l a t z s  on  i;k-,e rl:ason t i izL so n.uch of c e r e m o n i a l  l i f e  

was b l c c d y  and vic . lc r , t .  I I e  suggesLs t h a t  a p ~ z c i ; : l e  

rearon i s  t h a t  t h e i r  d a i l y  l l f  r e q u i r e 5  s t r ic t  c s n t r c ~ l  

over a g q r 2 s s i o n .  The f e a r  of s o r c e r y  h e  s l ~ o  attributes 

to  t h e  nuuqsskion th?t  the Kv.zakiutl  o f t e n  h a t e d  h i s  

fellows ?mi: ,rlarec? n o t  a t t a z k  them. 39 Ueing h o s t i l e  t o  

b u t  a f r 2 i d  of one's f e l l o v s  has f a r - r r 2 a c h i n g  e f fec t s  o n  

one ' s  view of t h e  world--and i n  d e t e r m i r i n g  t h e  p a r s m e t e r s  

of s o c i a l  r e l a t i 2 n s h i . p ~  f r o v  r ;7h i~h  a v i e w  of o n e ' s  s o c i a l  

i d e n t i t y  c a n  a r i s e .  

C!!arley iiowcll ( J L V ~ S  sane e v i d e n c e  on  t h e  a t t i t u d e  



toxard s o c i a l  s t a t u s  i n  descr ib ing  t5e  advice h i s  father 

gave 3 i n :  when hz \<;is twelve years  o1.d ( j u s t  be fo re  h i s  

fathsr d i e d ) .  

' I n  g i v i n g  p ~ t l ~ c h c s ,  ' he says ,  ' i s  t h e  only  
good nane ycu' 11 have when you gro::r up,  ? : ~ t  
i f  you a re  c a r e l s s s  m 5  spend your monel* 
f o o l i s h l y ,  t h e n  ycju' l S  be no  more good. 
You ' l l  be one  of the ccrrirnon p e o ~ l e  without 
any rank. ' Those t h a t  has no s t a a d i n g  a n d  no 
p J . 3 ~ ~ 3  i n  the c l a n s  i s  t h e  common people. 
They a re  not chieFs, I n  my t ir:-,el they 21.1 
:?a? p o s i t i o n s ,  but  they  w a s  lower down. It 
i s  only  Lhs first Tour p o s i t i s n s ,  \+;hen m y  
fa t l ic r  w a s  t a l k i n g  t o  me, t h a t  v z s  ccnsi6crzd 
the chi~fs, but noi~i i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  do  

I n  d i scuss ing  c h i l d r e n ' s  play,  Charley s a i d  t h a t  

the boys took turns  i n  g iv ing  play pot laches ,  A Soy was 

f r iends  . , 

Some of t h e  hoys  c o u l ? n ' t  qe t  anything and 
har? t o  s t a y  away. 'b":e c a l l  t h a t  'never  r e t u r n ,  ' 
and T.yhen xe fin.ishcc'  sn* whcn w e  s e e  t h i s  boy 
who n e v ? r  r e tu rned ,  7b7e cl-a? our h a l l i s  2nd  mike 
fun of h i m . .  . .And  ~cmotimes he i s  s o  ashamed 
he r u n s  l n t c  1ii.c I I C X I F ~  3 r d  I , i ? cz .  I 81Wdy~ 
used t o  ge t  soxcthing. 45. 

Charley g ives  o t h e r  exan>lcs cf s c c i a l  c o n t r o l ,  regsrg ing  

f i q h t i n g  among c h i l d r e n  an3 a d u l t s ;  thess mechanisms z l s o  

i n v o l v e  loss  of s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o r  i s o l a t i o n  from o n e ' s  

peers .  I n  spsaking cf a TiIan whc w i l l  not acknov.-ledge h i s  

r e s f m n s i : ~ i l i t y  fo r  h i s  f a t h z r ' s  c?ebta,  Charley s a y s ,  

" E v ~ r y 3 c i ? y  i s  a f r a i d  t o  lo?n h i m  anything,  and nobody w i l l  

Sorrox from him e i t h e r .  Nobody t r u p t s  him.l14* Ford 



comments on t h i s .  "Here a r e  sanct ions  t h ~ , t  en fo rce  

payment of Gebts. On? who does not pay what he owes i s  

econox1ic31-1.y os t rac ized .  Unable t o  l e n d  or  borrow, he 

4 3  
cannot p a r t i c i p 3 t e  i n  Kxakiutl s ~ c i a l  l i f e .  'I 

Charley a l s o  mentions a  measure of s o c i a l  con t ro l  

-. aimed a t  1:eepiny the  grcu;> un i i i cd .  ?rhen i n v i t a t i o n s  a r e  

made t o  a f e a s t ,  

every man has t o  b e  t h e r e  xhethzr  ycu l i k e  h i m  
cr not. Zven i f  you and he a r e  f i g h t i n g  f o r  a 
pc=si t i r2n,  ;mu h n v ?  ta c a l l  h i x  kt3 t he  f ezs t . . . .  

But t h e r e  x a s  a  chief.. .+,o had ?io!lc soinsthing 
which t he  o the r  pecyls  c ? i d n l t  l i k e ,  and s o  he. 
wasn ' t  c a l l e d  t o  any feasts or t o  a n y  d c n c e s , . . .  
That i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  cunishment t h 3 t  thdy  h a v e  
arnonq t h e  I n d i a n s  f c r  t k e  w r c f i q  that t hey  h a v e  
d o n e  o r  s ~ o k e n .  T3ere i s n '  t any .:iay t o  cret ou-l; 
f i t ,  i f  they f e ? l  t h a t  way a b o u t  ya:i..<4 

That is,  personal  an imosi t ies  r:ius+, be c ~ n t r o l l e d ,  but  a 

person whlo i s  d i s l i k e d  Sy th?  s c c i a l  u n i t  i s  cstracizec?.  

I n  another s t o r y  Charley i l l u s t r a t e s  both t h e  

s o l i d a r i t y  of the  kin group, and t h s  principle of 

r im- in te r fe rence  i n  t h e  affairs of o t h e ~ s .  He v i s i t e d  a 

man from h i s  v i l l 3 g e ,  5 u t  from another numaym, i n  the  

mental h o s p i t a l  near Vancouver. Fie nurse t e l l s  him t h a t  

t h e  man can go home i f  one cf h i s  r e l a t i v e s  comes t o  q e t  

him. Charley t e l l s  t h e  r e l a t i v e s ,  'Ian3 nobcdy seems t o  

care to go and qe t  him o i ~ t .  Hc was t h e r e  u n t i l  he d i e s ,  11 4 5 

Ford comments, "Charley has dcne a l l  t h a t  h i s  c u l t u r e  

demands, It  i s  u p  t o  Young P a u l ' s  k in  group t o  h e l p  him 



o u t .  Sf  t h e y  d o  n o t ,  i t  i s  none of Char ley ' s  b u s i n e s s ,  ,846 

C h a r l e y ' s  s t o r y  i s  p a r t i c u l s r l y  I n t e r e s t i n g  i n  

t h a t  i t  c o v e r s  t h e  p r i o d  f rom 187G t o  1910 and  he 

m e n t i o n s  many of t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  6 u r i n g  t h i s  

t i m e .  

I n  s u m ~ a r y ,  w e  h a v e  examined  the main books  

g i v i n g  in f -o r r c ; t i on  o n  th.3 Xy;akiut3_ c u l t u r e ,  an? sonic o f  

the 2ro ' -~lems i n v o l v e d  i n  l i b r a r y  r z s e a r c h  i n  t h i s  a rea ,  

Ye w i l l ,  i n  a r u b s e q u e n t  chanter on  the S o u t h e r n  Kwakiutl, 

o r e s e n t  a  c o h e r e n t  p i c t u r e  of tile m f n  f a c t o r s  i r i v c l v e d  

i n  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of i b v a k i u t l  l i f e  as i t  a 2 p l i e s  to the 

prob1c:n of socic.1 i d e n t i t y .  

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  w e  w i l l  examine  the s t u d i ~ s  a l r e a d y  

done on I n ? i 3 n  g r o u p s  i n  K o r t h  Amnrica--if  n e t  t o  a r r i v e  

a t  an undzrs tandi--q  of I n d i a n  l i f e ,  a t  l e z s t  t o  exarr3.n~ 

those areas t h a t  have b e e n  c h o s e n  by o thers  f o r  s t u d y .  

Y'hese s t u d i e s  have  c o n c j n t r a t e d  c n  t h e  i n s t i t u t i c n a l  

s t r u c t u r e  of I n d i a n  s o c i e t y ,  i n c l u d i n ~  e s p n c i a l l y  p o l i t i c s ,  

t h e  econcrny, e d u c a t i o n  and  t h e  f a x i l y ,  A i t h o u g h  many 

s t u d i e s  h a v e  heen done on  t i le  a c c u l t u r a t i o n  of Xorth 



American I n d i a n s ,  we ::ill p r e s e n t  o n l y  o n e  a s p e c t  of them 

h e r e ,  f i e  e s s e n c e  of t h e s e  s t u d i e s  i s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  of 

c o n t - i c t  w i t h  t h e  dominant  vihite m a j o r i t y ,  c h a n g e s  h a v e  

o c c u r r e d  i n  t?,o n a t i v e  scc ie t ies  which  h a v e  l e d  t o  

v a r i c u s  c?egre?s of s o c i a l  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n ,  '%is 

d i s i n t e s r = . t i c n  c a n  Se examined a s  cF7anges i n  the  

i n s t i t u t i c n s  of  t h e  people i n  q u e s t i o n .  Rere  i s  no  d o u b t  

t h s t  any I n d i z n  g r o u p  i n  Nor th  L x e r i c a  i s  i n  a n  

a c c u i  t u r a t i v e  r i t u a t i o r ~ ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  if we a c c e p t  t h e  

d e f i n i t i c n  t h a t ,  " A c c u l t u r a t i ~ n  ccn:~rebends t h o s e  phencmena 

which r e s u l t  when g r o u p s  o f  i n d i v i 2 u a l ~  h a v i n g  d i f f e x z n t  

c u l t u x s  CORE j n t o  c c n t i n u c u s  f i r s t - h a n d  c o n t a c t ,  w i t h  

47 
e i t h e r  o r  b c t h  g r c u p s , "  

The c o n t e m p o r a r y  A l e r t  s a y  s c e n e  i s  one  of 

i n t e r 2 c t i o n  among Chite and I n d i a n  where  t h e  dominan t  

i n s t i t u t i o n s - - - s c h o o l s ,  commerce, h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s ,  c h u r c h ,  

s t c . - - a r e  i t h i t e  domina ted ,  and  have b e e n  f a r  d e c a d e s .  2he 

I n d i a n s  r e s i d 2 n t  i n  A l e r t  Bay have Seen s u b j e c t e d  t c  a n  

a c c u l t u r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e n s i t y  due  t o  

h i s t o r i c ,  g e o g r d g h i c ,  2 n d  c t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  Lowever, 

t h e  p r e v a l e n t  a t t i t u d e  of T'ihites i s  t o  v i ew t h e  I n p i a n  a s  

r e s ? o n s i b l s  f o r  h i s  c i t u a t i o n .  T h i s  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  p e r s o n  

on  the s t r e e t  i n  d a i l y  i n t e r z c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n ,  no  l e s s  



t h a n  t h c  p ~ o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  l s a d e r s h i p  grcLips. There i s  a 

s t e r e o t y ; 3 e d  g r m p  i x a ~ e .  m e r e  i s  2 y ~ o d  d e a l  of e v f ~ d e n c e  

t o  sug~est t h a t  t h s  2 i f f i c u l t i e s  of t h e  I f i d i a n  a r e  i n  scne 

m e a ~ u r e  a ccnse*:.?l.r?ncs of t:le X h i t e s '  ~ t t i t u c 7 , c  t c w x d r :  t h o  

I n d i a n  as  p e r s o n  am3 g z o u p ,  and  cf t h e  e x n e e t a t i o n s  of 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  s u c h  as  e A u c a t o r s ,  t h z t  p r e v i m ~ l y  

determ:inerl norms  a n d  s t a n 3 a r 3 s  s h o u l d  be lnet by p z r s o n s  

i r r ? s ~ e c t l v e  of t h e  c u l t u r s l  t r a ~ ? i t o n  f r o m  which t h e y  corns. 

T h i ?  i s  t y n i f i e d  i n  t h e  ?::?ite v a l u e  t h a t  l z w  a n d  i ~ x b l i c  

s e r v i c e s  s h o u l r l  3.3 equal.1-y aval! .z5le .to a l l .  :de w i l l .  be 

examining the e v i C z n c e  o~? t h e s e  issdes, 

Tkr- Cans-ciizn Cor rec t i . r ; . ns  A s s o c i a t i c . ? ,  i n  a r e y r t  

f o r  t h ?  D e p : ? r t n e n t  of I n 2 i a n  A f f a i r s ,  s t a t e s  i n  c o n c l u d i n g  

a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  major  a s p e c t s  of I n e i a n s  and t h e  l a w ,  

t h a t ,  

U n S e r l y i n g  a l l  p o b l e r n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  
I n d i a n s  a n d  3 s k i m o s  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  a re  t h e  
p r e j u d i c e  2nd d i s c r i n i n a t i o n  t h n y  rce2t i n  
the  a t t i t u d e  o$i n o n - I n d i a n s ,  rl"r~e r e s u l t  i s  
a c o n v i c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of 1 n d i . s ~ ~ ~  2nd 
E ~ k i ~ ~ i c s  that S , h q  ? re  n o t  r ~ a l l y  p a r t  of the 
d c r ~ i i n ~ > n t  Can?d. ian  s o c i e t y  a n d  t h ~ t  t h e i r  
eff  c r t s  t o  bzkter  thc i : : cz lves  -::ill f a i l  : x c e u . s e  
t h e y  c20 n o t  h z v e  a n  evi>n char lca . .  . , 

It i s  mcst i z p r t ~ n t  t h z t  I r i B i i n s  ~ n d  
Z s k i n o s  exercise g r e a t e z  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  t h a n  
t h e y  h::vn i n  the p a s t .  ,E-e r e b u i l d i n q  o f  a 
s e n s e  cf s e l f - r e s p c t  an? ~ r i c ? z - - i n - r n c e  w i l l  
be pc)ssi'?le only i f -  I n d i . > r l s ,  ~3sl~:.izcs a n d  
n o n - I n d i 2 n s  a l i k e  m7ke  a re21 efEcrt . . , .  

It. hzs b e c n  s t r e s s e d  t h r o u ~ h o u t  t h i s  
r e p z r t  t h z t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  m i n t  i n  t r y i n g  



t o  s n l v e  t i l e  c c n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  la-' on the 
pa r t  of I n 3 i - n s  a n d  Zsk i rnos  ~ 7 i t k l r " ~ t  a  
~arallel e f f o r t  t o  m l v e  t h e  e c n n m i c  and 
soci  3 :  pro7:?l.ms t h a t  e x i s t  amcnq t h e s e  
nco:>le, l The c ? i f f i r u l t i o s  associzted with 
l i l l ~ c r  r e q u i r e  s p e z i a l  a t t e n t i ~ n ,  b u t  t h e  
m i s u s ~  of l i q u o r  i s  i t ~ e l f  a s s c c i 3 t e d  w i t h  
t h e s e  h s i c  eccncmic  2nd s o c i s l  ~ rob l?ms .  4 8  

'lhc nro',le% of In?Zans  and t h e  l a w  has l o n q  teen a 
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c m c e r n  i n  Canada ,  A s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  i e  t h e  1 n d i . x ~ '  

l a c k  of i n f o r m 2 t i . o n  on the r e p e r c u s s i o n s  of legal s t a t u t e s ,  

a n ?  h i s  2 o l i ' c i c a l  imyotenz9 .  % i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  however, seems 

t o  be changinq.  An exam>ls i s  p r o v i d e d  by H a r o l d  C a r d i n a l ,  

a  younn X b e r t a  I n d i a n .  I n  h i s  bcok ,  The Un jcst EocieIr~~7, 

~f SIC pres i . r~ t .  pndi;in] i r a d e r s ? ~ i p  i s  u n a S l e  t o  
c9riia tc terms wi th  t h e  n-n- Indian  s o c i e t y ,  
u n 3 S l e  tc x i n  r e s p e c t  fcr i n d i = n  r i g h t s  znd . 
dign5. ty, ther!  the  y s u n g e r  q e n n r a t i n n  \:ill h a v c  
no  r e f i s sn  t o  believe t h a t  the e x i s t i n g  
d e ~ n o c r a t i c  ~ c l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  h a s  :such ~..anring 

1:. for then. A . I Z ~  w i l l  n c t  b . e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
p r e s e n t  s y s t r n  can w o r k  t o  charige o u r  
s i t u a t i o n .  V ~ c y  w i l l  o r q a n i z e  k?nd o r q a n i z e  
w e l l .  k t ; ,  ? r i v e n  by f r u s t r a t i o n  and  
h o s t i l i t y ,  they w i l l  o r g s n i z ?  n o t  t o  create 
a  S e t t ~ r  soc:iet:y b u t  t o  d e s t r o y  y c u r  r o c i e t y ,  
~7h. ich t h e y  f es l  is d e s  t r c y i n g  o l x  peo?le.. . . 
C o n t r o l l i n g  our c h c i c e  of a ~ a t h - - t h e  
r e a l i z a t i o n  of the f u i l  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  
I n d i ~ n  p e o p l e ,  or d e s p a i r ,  h o s t i l i t y  an5 
d e s t r u c t i o n - - i s  o u r  b e l i e f  t h z t  t l ) ~  Inc?ian 

; must  he a n  Indi3.n. He c a n n o t  r e a l i z e  h i s  
p o t e n t i . 2 1  a s  a brown ' v h i t e  n-izn. 50 

C a r d i n a l ' s  p l e a  f o r  r e s u r y e n c e  of I n d i a n  p r id? ,  

t o  mediate c h a n ~ e  i s  p e r h ? p s  i n  a d v a n c e  of the a t t i t u d e s  



of most I n d i 3 n s  i n  Canada .  However,  t h e  same sort of 

movement i s  a c h i e v i n g  rnoqent-m i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  V i n e  

D e l o r i a ,  a S i c u x  I n ? i a n ,  e x p r e s s e e  i t  t h i s  way: 

' I n d i a n n e c s '  n e v e r  e x i s t e d  e x c e ~ t  i n  t h e  inind 
n of t h n  b e h o l d e r .  1 r i S a l  s o c i a l  formc h a v e  

a l w a y s  e x i s t e d  but t h e y  h a v e  been b u r i e d  
d u r i n g  p s t  y z F r s  by t h e  l cga l  c n t a n g l c m e n t s  
o f  t h e  f e d ~ r a l  q o v e r n n e n t .  C c n s e c ~ u e n t l y ,  
I n d i a n s  have come t o  b e l i e v e  th2 . t  t h e i r  
p ro5 lms  w r e  s o l u b l e  by c o n f o r ~ c i t y  t o  l'.hite 
c u l t u r e  ( i f  t h e r e  i s  onz ) .  Ko-: that I n d i a n  
~eor.3l.e h a v e  r n a l i ~ e d  t h a t  t h e i r  r,roinler0s Ere 

l e g a l  a n 2  rct c u l t u r a l ,  l e g a l  s o l u t i o n s  >;i l l-  
bz f c u n d  t h r c u y h  p ~ l i t i c a l  a c t i c n ,  a n 2  Indian 
peorle w i l l  n o t  o n l y  112 f r e e  t o  r e v i t a l i z e  
o l d  cuskoss, &t a l s o  t o  e x r e r i m z n t  w i t h  n r v  
soci.,;.l fcxrns.  * 

I n  D e l o r i a ' s  c h a p t c r  o n  anihro!:ologj .s ts ,  h e  s a y s ,  

"They a r e  t h e  m o s t  r_lrci-nincnt ~ricrnbers of the s c h n ? ~ r l y  

c o r m u n i t y  t h a t  i n f e s t s  t h e  lanc? o f  t h e  free, an? i n  the 

s u n n e r  t i n e ,  t h e  homes o f  t h e  b r 3 . v ~ ~ .  " 5 2  I l e  goes o n  t o  

d i s c u s s  t h e  amount  of r e s e a r c h  don3 o n  the O g l a l a  S i c u x ,  

o f  the F i n e  E i d g e  i ; e s e r v a t i o n ,  a d i s c u s s i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  

a s s u m e  m s r e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h s  l i q h t o o f  tkle h e a v y  

r e p r e s e n t a 1 : i o n  of t h i s  r e s c q r c h  i n  t h e  r es t  of t h e  n r e s e n t  

r e v i e w  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  



wore, t o  a l l  i n t e n t s  a n d  pur!:oses, absen tee  
1 . a n d l o r d s  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  q c - ~ e ~ y m e n t  p o l i c y  df 
l e a s i n ?  t h e i r  l a n d  t c  X h i . t e s .  k r r i n h a s i s  GGTS] 

From s n o t h e r  v23.nt of v i e w ,  K.i.7. Dunning  cont .encls  

t h a t  "a more r i , F ; ? n i n p f ~ l  5:ay t z  a n a l y z e  p r c s e n t  d ~ y  I n d i a n  

c o n t 2 c t  s o c i e t y  i s  p e r h a p s  i n  terms of  s c c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  

s o c i a l  s a n c t i c n s  2nd s c z f a l  o r q a n i z a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  by 

a c c g u n t i n g  f o r  c u l  t u r s l  p h e n o n e n a .  ,, 54 He d i s c u s s e s  t h e  

F i n e  T r e e  O j i b x s ,  who  are n o t  g e n e r a l l y  t h o u g h t  of a s  

heing a zociety w i t h  s t a t u s  d i f f e r ~ n t i . ? t i o n ,  H i s  c m c e n t s  

a r e  t h u s  ever ]  K o r e  r c l e v a n t  t o  a d i s c u ~ 2 : i c n  o f  t k e  IJorth 

K e s t  C o a s t .  

I n  c o n s e q u e n c e  t h e r e f o r e  of th2se two 
phenornsna,  a S i f f e r z n t i a t c d  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  
a s  a d i f f e r e n t i a l  in t h e  3 c ~ r e e  of acculturation 
o r  a d j u s t s e n t  of i n d i v i d u s l  perscns cr g r c u ~ s  
i n  t h e  modern  v o r l 8 ,  a s r u z ? ~ t i c n s  z b ~ t  soc ie ty  
d c r i v i ~ g  frcm a s o - c a l l e d  hcnc2eneous 
a b o r i q i n a l  u n i t  a r e  i n a 2 e q u a . t ~ .  

L:~A E ; u r t h e r  d i s a d v z n t z g s  i n  v i e w i n g  t h e  
I n d i a n  p c p l a t i , ~ n  ~ m i t  a s  a u n i t  cf c u l t u r z  l i e s  
i n  t h e  i x p l i c i t  a ~ s u m p t i o n  t h c t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
~ c z j - 3 -  eccnc:;.-;ic s y s t c m  is ir '-- , ~ ~ ; . r n ? ? l l y  
Zifferentiated in a 5 o r i - c n t a l  (e.g., v a r i o u s  
e t h n i c  qrou-Ts i n c l u d i n g  I n A i 2 . r ~  ? n ?  C s k i r c , ,  e tc ,  ) - L ~ t h n r  - t l i c ~ ; r ~  a v a r t i c d l  ( i r r 6 i v i . d u 3 1  j w a r .  T h i s  

~ o u l d  t e n d  t o  reify the I n d i a n  c c ~ u l a t i o n  i n t c  
a unified c n t i  t y  when  perh3ps i t  i s  m e r e l y  a 
s e y z n t  cf I:]-12 l a r c j e r  s c c i c t y .  



I f ,  however, we t h i n k  i n  t e r n s  of s o c i a l  
i n t e r a c t i o n  and s t r u c t u r a l - c u l t u r a l  systems, a 
r a t h e r  a i f f e r e n t  view of t h e  p o y l a t i o n  emerges. 
hccc:rdinq t o  Aherle e t  a l .  s o c i e t y  i s  ' a  group 
of human beizgs sha r ing  a  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  system 
of a c t i o n  which i s  capable of e x i s t i n g  lcnqer  
than t h e  l i f e - s p a n  of an i n d i v i d u a l ,  t h e  group 
bein? r e c r u i t e d  a t  le ,as t  i n  p a r t  by t h e  sexual  
r?prcduct inn of t h e  men3ers.l And f u r t h e r ,  t h e  
authors  l i s t  t h e  f u n c t i e n a l  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  t o  a 
s o c i e t y  ~ s :  (a) provision f o r  adequate 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t c  t h c  environrnznt and f o r  sexual  
recrui t raent ,  (b) r o l e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and r o l e  
ass ignnent ,  i c  j co~i:iunic:3tion, ( d )  shared 
cogn i t ive  or. i .entation, ( e )  a shz red ,  a r t i c u l a t e d  
set of g o a l s ,  ( f )  t h e  normative r e g u l s t i o n  of 
mezns, (9)  the r egu lz t ion  of a f f ez t iy~e  express ion ,  
(h) s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  ( i )  t h e  e f f e c t i v e , p n t r o l  of 
2is,-- , o > t i v e  forms of 'behavior '  ( 1 9 5 ~ ) . " ~  

q u a l i f y ,  under t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n .  Since it i s  our content ion  
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t h a t  Aler-zy a l s o  dces not q c a l i f y  2 s  a s o c j c t y ,  v?e 

v i l l  Eollcw hirn i n  h i s  discus-, ion.  W e  s h a l l  abr idge h i s  

q ~ o t ~ z t i c n  ~f L e i ~ h t ~ n ' s  conzept of the Col lec t ion  a s  

follows: 

I n  t h e  Co l l ec t ion  t h e r e  i s  by 3 e f i n i t i o n  
no  scciocul"vr31 i n t e g r a t i o n .  Ins tead  t h s r e  
a r e  numSers of ind iv idua l s  x c u p y i n q  t h e  
sane geoqraphical  a rea  haviag nonpatterned 
encounters v i t h  each o t h e r ,  Such u n i t y  as 
e x i s t s  i s  bzissd on s h 2 r i n y  i2 '~ysiczl  s r a c e ,  
oa f r e q u ~ n c y  of i n t e r a c t i o n  (even i f  
unpa t t e rned) ,  an? on t h e  absencz of c u r r e n t  
membership i n  any of t h e  corninunities t h a t  
m y  l i e  ad jacznt  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  'i'he 
lmundaries,  i n  s h o r t ,  are l a r g e l y  bovndsries 
of ex-lusicn.  
o............ "*..........*.,.........=*.*..~ 
The main point  it i s  5esired t o  rnake i s  
prnb3bly selr-evi2zr.t--namely, t h a t  i n  a  
Col lec t ion  t h e r e  a re  circumstances conducive 



t o  2 s y e h i a t r i c  discrder. C h i l d r e n  b o r n  i n  a 
C o l l e c t i c n  xou13 h a v e  a sociccdl t u r s l  
e n v i r c n x s n t  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  c c u l 3  2 e v e l o p  basic 
u r g e s ,  u n c z n s c i r u s  ~ ~ r s c ~ s s ~ s ,  c z q n i t i o ~ ,  a n d  
a f L e c t  i n t o  c o h e r e n t  s e k s  cf s e n t i r i : e n t ~ ,  ~2nd 
hence t3crs ~ u l 7 I  bn c 'efec t  i n  p e r s o n a l i t y  
f o r m a t i o n ,  
...-.......*.*.. . . . . . . e e * . . D * . . . . . . . , . ~ . " . " ~ *  

r l i~e p o s i t  i o n  of s::mntanaei t y  i s  e q u i v o c a l .  
I n  szme r e e c e c t s  t h e  s i t u a t i c n  w o u l d  ?JE 

c o n ? u . c i v e  t o  c 5 i s  t r e n d  i n  p ~ r s s n a l i t y  s i ~ c e  
t h e r e  w o u l 3  be n o  c o n v ~ n t i o n a l  b ~ r r i r r s  to  
a n y  f o r 3  of c r i ~ i n a l i t y  cf s x p r e s z i o n .  G n  t h e  
c t h e r  ha.nd, t h e r e  ~ ~ ~ 1 . 1 2  not be a c u l t u r a l  
h : ? r i t : + g s  t o  p:-ovi:?e i n 6 u c ~ m ~ ~ n t s  z n d  g u i d e  

m l i n e s  f o r  tkt? A e f i n i t i o n  o f  o S j e c t c .  i l e r ?  

l-~i.-!i t be cr.rcr .. . t u n  i t y  c n c , u ~ h  f n r  t l i ~  e x ~ r e s  sion 
or s p o n t ~ n e ? u s  p h y s i c ? l  a c t i v i t y ,  k t  !.ri."it?,e 
for  p r c q r ~ s c i v e  a n 3  d c v e l o p , z n t a l  s p o n t a n a e i t y  
of t h o u g h t .  58  

Dunning  c o n t i n u e s  a s  f n l l m s ;  

I f  it a9:csar.i  l o g i c a l  tc cr,ncl.l;c3e t h a t  this 
p o > u l z t i c n  i s o l z t c  i s  n z i t h e r  2. c u l t u r a l  u n i t  
n o r  a s0c5~a.L E n t i t y ,  t hen  how c a n  i t  Se 
c o n c c ; > t u z l i - c z ?  Tke qost f r u i t f u l  a y p r o a c h  ' 
m i ~ h t  Se t o  c o n s i 5 e r  i t  a s  a  p a r t  or  
s u b - s y s t m  of t h c  n a t i z n a l  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  or 
s t r u c t u r a l - c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m ,  Ky h y ? o t h e s i s  
t h e r e f o r e  i s  t '7.3I: ~ ~ u c h  of t h e  b e h a v i ~ r  o f  the 
I n d i a n s  i n  th2 c c n t a c t  s i t u a t i o n  t h c u g h  j u d g e 3  
or p r c - j u d g e 2  by o t h e r s  t o  b2 I n Z i q n  behavior, 
i s  i n  f a c t  n o m a 1  beh;jvicr o f  the c l a s s  ( i n  t h e  
n a t i o n 2 1  so-,: n-cconmic P ~ ~ s ~ ~ ~ T [ ~ )  i n  w h i c h  the 34 2ctors are. 

J u ( 3 7 i n g  f r c n  t h e i r  extremely m 8 r y i n a l  2 c o n ~ l r 1 i c  
s t ~ t v s ,  i t  i s  t1?2rz fore  vy h y s o t h e c i s  t h a t  t h i s  
g r c u p l n q  i~ n c r e  c l c ~ e l y  i d e n t i f i z b l e  v 7 i t ' h  
lowcr c l a s s  ' x 5 a v i n r a l  g a t t e r n c  o f  the n a t i c n a l -  
s c c i e t y ,  w h c ~ c  S.2t.n t i  t y  o t ! ~ e r r ~ . i  r e  is ~nere ly  
Fas~c7  o n  s, y r m a n ~ n t  l e u d l  a t t 2 c h m e n t  ( r e c c i s t e r e d  

2 

w i t h  I n i l i z ~  f a i r s  'Jr?nch, 0tt;::id) t o  I n ? i a n  
S::nr? l = n ? ,  00 

W e  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  a d i s c u s s i c n  o f  D u n n i n g ' s  

h y p o t h e s i s  i n  t)?? l i ~ h t  o f  o u r  d, tn  o n  A l e r t  B a y .  



h o t h e r  c c n t i n u u n  of a c c c : i u r n t i o n  h a c  b e e n  

p r o ~ o s c ?  by Georqe S ? i n ; l e r  and  L o ~ 7 i s e  S y i n d l e r .  6 1  

A l t h o u q h  t h e y  t a k e  m e x b e r s h i ?  of t h z i r  f i v e  c a t e r o r i e s  

prirarily "on  t h e  b a s i s  of r e l i q i o u s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and 

p ? r t i c i p a t i o n ,  and  t h e n  p r o c e e d  t o  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

d i x e n s i o n s  of t h e  p e r s o n r  i n  e a c h  c a t e y c r y ,  I t  is 

i n t e r ~ s t i n q  t o  e x a ~ i n e  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  a p o s s i b l e  

c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  t h e  A l e r t  S a y  s i t u a t i o n .  

The f i r s t  c a t e g o r y ,  i n  a p r o c j r e s s i n n  frorri least t o  

n o s t  a c c u l t u . r a t e d ,  i~ c a l l e d  t h e  S a t i v 2 - c r i e n t e d .  Tbj.s 

g r o t l p  is s a i ?  t o  n o s t  c l e a r l y  resemble t h e  t r ? d i t i o n a l  

14enorn.i ;li i n  a t t i t u s e s  3nc3 b e h a v i o r ,  T?e serson3 C ~ I T O I I P ,  

t h e  P e y o t e  C u l t ,  a r e  s a i d  to  be a s p e c i a l  c a t e g o r y  of t h e  

t r a n s i t i o n a l  qrcvp i n  t h 3 t  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  are  a r e s p s n s e  

t o  t h e  Z h i t e  i n f l u e n c e ,  b u t  i n  a v e r y  n a t i v i s t i c  form. 

The T r ~ n s i t i o n a 1  c a t e g o r y  c 3 n s i s t s  of t h o s z  persons who 

h a v e  t 2 k e n  ? a r t  i n  b c t h  n ~ t i - ? e - o r i e n t e d  ~ n d  C a t h o l i c  

a c t i v i t i e s  m ? r g i n a l l y ,  hut a re  n o ?  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  

w i t h  a i t h e r .  Tine Lov~er S t a t u s  Accu1 t :u ra t~ed  a r e  p z r s o n s  

who a r e  m a r g i n a l l y  C a t h c l i c  w i t h  n o  p a r t i z i ~ a t i o n  i n  

n = i t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s .  The E l i i e  a c c u l t v r ~ t e d  g r c u p  i s  

compsed of ? 2 r c c n s  T I ~ Q  are active i n  t h e  C a t h o i i c  C h u r c h  

a n 3  b e l o n c j  t o  a h i a h  p r c s t i q e  I n d i a n  - Xhite C h u r c h  g r o u p .  

S p i n d l 2 r  s t 3 t e s  " t h c t  c e r t 2 i n  items i n d i c a t i v e  o f  s t a t u s  



i n  ~ ~ ~ e ~ t ~ r n  c u l t u r e  a r e  v e r y  h i g h l y  a s s o c i ? t e d  w i t h  t h e  

p o s i t e ?  c o n t i n u u n  o f  segments . . .  I f  6 3  That i s ,  t h e r e  i s  a 

r e l z . t i o n s h i p  between a c c u l t u r z t i o n  an? s c c i o - e c c n c m i c  

s t a t u s .  ' 1 3 i ~  s i t u a t i o n  ?>:ill be d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  

l i q h t  of A l e r t  3 a y  d a t a .  

?is w e  h a v e  s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  many a u t h o r s  h a v z  

l o a k c  ? 31; t h e  I n d i 3 n s  ' cconornic problL?ms c7 C; r e s u l t i n g  f rom 

e4ucation i q  a prcl>lem in I n ? i a n  c o m ~ u n i t i e s  i s  i n d i c a t ~ d  
- -  - - -- 7 - - - 

by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a s p e c i a l  s t u d y  h a s  b e e n  ?one o n  q r ~ d s  

f 3 i l u r e  i n  F e d e r a l  I n f i ~ i n  schcnls. 64  
I n  Grade  One f rom 

t e n  t o  s e v e n t e e n  p z r c e n t  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  f a i l e d  i n  IS6.5. 

The t o t a l r  fo r  g r a ~ e s  o n e  t c  f o u r  r a n n e d  frox t w z n t y - f i v e  

p r c e n t  i n  X a n i t c b a ,  t c  f o r t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  i n  B r i t i s h  

Cclumbia.  An a v e r a g e  of f c r t y - t h r e e  p e r c e n t  of g i r l s ,  

and  f c r t y - n i n e  p o r c e n t  of boys  e n r o l l e d  i n  grade six 

a c r o s s  Canada w e r e  b e h i n d  t h c  yr;,?e i n  s c h c o l  fo r  t h e i r  

a g e ,  some by a s  x8ny  a s  f i v e  years. Seventy-one  p e r c e n t  

cf t h e  children h 3 . v ~  f2ile.2 3y qrede f s u r  i n  3 r i t i s h  

Zolur?hia .  T h i r t y - - n i n e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  chil :!ren i n  a r i t i s h  

Cclumbia  arc said t o  fail b ~ c a u ~ e  ~ h c y  a r e  " s l o w  

h a n d i c a p .  ihe a u t h o r  s t a t e s  t h 2 t ,  



v o u l d  5c e x p e c t e c !  POT a a c h c c ~ l  p c ; ? u l ? t i s n  
w h e r e  s i x t y  p e r c e n t  cf  p u p i l s  ccme f r c m  
n o n - S n ~ l i s l ?  sp? ?It i n ?  hcmes or 'nor-ies v r i  t h  
l i 7 r i t e d  En71 i -sh c o ~ m a n d .  65 

66 
? b u s ,  t h e  problems i n  I n 3 i a n  e c ? u c e t i z n  are  s e v e r e ,  

One t h e s i s  t h 3 t  h a s  ha2 ~ u c 5  i n f l u e a c e  i n  a 

d i s c u s s i o n  of e Z u c a t i c n  f o r  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s  i s  t h a t  of 

"c :u l . tu ra l  d e p r i v a t i c n .  " i i i e s s n a n  ,-' ' i d e n t i f i e s  F i v e  

c h z r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  c u l t u r z l l y  d e ? r i v e d ,  a s  f o l l o . : ~ :  

1. The l a c k  of an " e d u c a t i i c r l a l  t r a t ? i t i o n W  i n  
t h e  home, few ScoXs,  etc.  

2 ,  I n s u f f i c i e n t  l a n y u z q e  an?  r n a a i n q  s k i l l s .  
3. I n a 3 ~ m a k e  r m t i v a t i o n  t o  l x r s u e  a l o n g -  

r a n g e  e r ' u c a t i c n ~ l .  c a r e e r ,  a n d  p c o r  
e c t i m i t e  of r e l q .  

4 .  3 n t a y c n i c m  t o w ? r d  t h e  s c h o o l ,  the t e a c h e r .  
5 .  Pcor h z n l t h ,  i - .>rcyer 4 i e t ,  f r e c r u e n t  

~xcv ing ,  2nd n c i s y ,  TV-yi j r lp l ;  '---c- L I U  . - = -  67 

From t h i s  v a n t z q e  cf t h e  thing.:  t he  c h i 1 3  l a r k s  

t h a t  the s c h s o l  e x p e c t s ,  R i e c m a n  q o : ~ ~  o n  t o  ~ ~ S C I A S S  w h a t  

clianyes c z n  5e made i n  the  school^ t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  

a c c o u n t  !,:hat t h e  c h i 1 2  h a s  l e a r n e d  i n  t h e  hoir,e. A more 

u s e f u l  a ~ p r o a c h  i s  t o  r e c c g n i z e  t h a t  the c h i l d  i s  

" c u l t u r a l l y  d i f f e r e n t "  and  t o  know w h e r e i n  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  

l i e s ,  a n d  b e g i n  t h e  p r c c s s s  o f  e d u c z t i o n  " w h e r e  t h e  c h i l d  

is1 '  r a t h e r  t h a n  w h e r e  t h e  t e a c h e r  wishes h e  w e r e .  

An z t t e r y > t  i s  k i n 5  ~ l d e  t c  i d e n t i f y  a n d  f i n d  

s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h i s  p r o b l e m .  A t  t h e  1 6 t h  A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  

K e e t i n q  of thc I i r i  t i s h  Colun'3ia I n z i a i l  k d v i ~ o r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  



" i t  w a s  s t ? g g e s t e d  t h e  y r c a t e s t  bar r ie rs  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  

p u p i l ' s  e d u c a t i c n a l  p r o g r e s s  may be Z e e p e r  a n d  n-icre s a b t l e  

t h a n  i n f e r i o r i t y  i n  a S i l i t y  or i n t e l l e c t u a l  c a p a c i t y . "  

The r e p o r t  goes f u r t h e r  t o  s t a t e :  

I n  o r d e r  to i r l p r o v e  t h e  e d u c a t i o ~ ~ a l  l i f e  of 
t h e  I n f l i a n  c h i l d ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  
t h ~ r o  i s  a ? i C f e r e n c e  i n  I n d i a n  and n o n - l n d i a n  
v a l u e s ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  a n d  way of l i f e ,  and  t h ~ t  
o n e  ic n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  be t te r  t h a n  t h c  other.... 
I n  a f l ' i t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  2 g r e a t  ncec? t h q t  t e a c h e r s  
anr? t . s ; ? c h ~ ? r ~ - i n - c r a i n i n q  he r r c v i d c c i  i t h  
a c r u r a i : e ,  cdc -p la tc  i n f o r m a t i o n  on I n d i ~ n s .  6E 

A s  s t a t e d  i n  t h i s  r e ~ o r t ,  u n d c u b t e 2 l y  a larqe part 

of t h e  p r o b l e m  i n  I n d i a n  e C ? u c a t i m  -an be attributed tc  

. - 
t h e  a t t i L u r ! e s  of t h e  t e a c h e r .  A s t u i ' y  Cone by r4:j=vard 

a t t i t u ( . ? ~  c n  p u p i l  ~ e r f o r m a n c e .  S t u d e n t s  frcm k i n d e r g a r t e n  

t o  gr?c?e f i v e  g i v e n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  tes ts .  Tne 

f o l l o w i n g  S e p t e r d ~ x  t c a c h c r s  were t o l d  t h a t  f i v e  o r  s i x  

of t h 2  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  c l a s s  (who hzd b e e n  c h o s e n  

r a n d o m l y  by K o s e n t h 3 1 )  w o u l 3  be ' s p u r t e r s '  and  w o u l d  

p r o g r e s s  r a l ~ i d l y .  A t  t h e  e n d  of the yezr  t h c  d e s i g n a t e d  

s t u d e n t s  h a 2  made rayid s t r i d e s ,  w i t h  i n c r e q s e s  o n  an  I2 

t e s t  frci. f i f t e e n  t o  t w e n t y - s e v e n  p o l n t s .  The t s a c h e r s  

d e s c r i b e ?  t h e n  ae " h a p ~ i e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  more 

curioils; nwre a f f e c t i o n a t e  a n 6  h a v i r ~ s  ;. Sc t t e r  c h a n c e  of 

h e i n q  s ~ i c c e s s f u l  i n  l a t e r  l i f e . "  And y e t  t 9 e  o n l y  

d i f " e r e n c e  be t -7ecn  t h e s e  a n d  e t h e r  s t u d e n t s  w a s  t h e  



t e a c h e r ' s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  them. 
59 

lu'umerous s t u 2 i e s  h a v e  shown t!~e ef fec t  of the 

t e a c h e r s '  a t t i t ~ d e s  on the e d u c a t i c n  of I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n .  

For e x m p l s ,  Ruth K i l l  Useem says, 

The v a l u e  system of t h e  t e a c h s r s  stems f r o m  
m i d P l 2 - c l a s s  L b i t e  ideals a n d  o f t e n  c l a s h 2 s  
w i t h  t h ?  c r i e n t a t i c n  of t k e  s tu :?cn t s .  Elus 
t e c c h e r s  strzss c l e - n l i n e s s ,  the  i d e 3 . l  scx 
s t ~ ~ n d a r d  o f  t he  : h i t e s t  h o n e s t y ,  a n b i t i o n ,  
h r d  :mt-k, s;:viny rneney, ccmgc t i t i c n  snr3 
z g g r e s s i v s n c o s ,  t i x e - c c n s c i o u s n z s s ,  p r o F c r  
gram:nar at?'? S n g l i c l i ,  a n ?  f r s x  their s t u d e n t s  
e x p e c t  ( a 1  thci!g~l they  selc'cs:~ qe t ) q u i c k  
responses an? i m m e z i a t o  conicrm?.ncs  t~ 
rec;iiests, F I m t  of t h o  teachers have L i t t l e  
insiaht i n t c  the S i o u x  chil?, his  c u l t u r a l  
bsckqr -cund ,  his Z i l e n ~ r i a s ,  a n d  h i s  a s p i r a t i c n s ,  70 

i. I n  a t h e c r y  t hey  e n t i t 1 . e  C u l + - u r a l  D i s h a r m o n y ,  ..ax 

To c h i l d r e n  rc2red i n  a c o n s e r v ~ t i v c  I n Z i a n  
fashion, t h e  a t r i .qs3h~re o f  a n o r r 1 3 1 ,  A m r i c a n  
s c h ~ c l  i s  p i n f u l ,  i n c ~ ~ ~ r e h c n s i > l e ,  a n a  e v e n  
i ~ , . , r ~ c r ~ l ;  : :hereas,  t o  t e a c ? i e r ~  of ( n o r i r a l )  
101 -er-mic151 e c l a  s c  . > ~ i z r i c a n  backqrcun2 ,  t h e  
h e h 3 v i g r  o f  t3sse students i s  c f t e n  
u n ? i s c i > l i n e ? ,  l a c k i n g  i n  s c h o l a r l y  i n i t i a t i v e ,  
~ n d  e v s n  i r , n : ~ r ? l .  

Ykis s t u d y ,  "Torma1 E d u c a t i o n  i n  An  American 

In2.ian C o r n u n i  t y ,  " f ccussed on t h e  s c h c o l  i n  t h e  

and c o ~ i m u n l t y  i n t e r a c t i c n ,  n e i r  s u m a 2 r y  i s  of p a r t i c u l a r  

r e l e v ; - n c e  t o  a s t u d y  of A l e r t  3ay.  

I s o l z t i o n - - l a c k  of c c i ~ : ~ ~ u n i c = t i o n ,  s c c i a l  
d i s t a n c e - - i s  thc car4::ina.l factcr i n  the 
pro:111.1:: of 3n;!i.:n Br:ucaticn on t h e  P i n e  



* Ridge f i e s s r v z t i o n .  Because 5170 i s o l a t i o n  
af f e c t c  so n13ny c c n t e x t s - - t h e  c o r - , ~ ~ u n i t ; y  a s  
a whol~, thc s c h c o b  w i t h i n  the c o r m u n i t y ,  
t h c  p u p i l  w i t h i a  thc c l a s s r c ~ x ,  a n 2  tile 
t e a c h e r  v i t h i n  t h s  e z u c a t i c r :  s s t e m - - i t ?  
effect i s  qreatly i n t z n s i f i e 3 .  3'2 

k mars r e c e n t  ~ t u d y  o f  t 5 2  T i n e  2 idge  S i o u x  asks  

" i s  i t  f a i r  t o  e x p c t  t h e  s c h o o l s  t o  c c u n t e r a c t  51-1 of t3e 

n e c j a t i v e  aspects of t h ~  s o c i o - e c o n c w i c  m i l i e u ? "  7 3  T h y  go 

S * L U ~ ~ ~ T I + I S  2nd u s e  nrore r c s l i s t i c  exam9les i n  t e ach inq .  

A s t u A y  of s c h c l a s t i c  failure a n ?  ~ e r s c n a l i t ~ ~  of 

the  F i n e  R i d a e  S i o u x  s t u + e n t s  concludes t h a t  the c c n c e p t  

A s t u d ) ?  i n v o l v i - n q  a f k i n i s t r ? t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  

p s y z k o l o ~ i c s l  t e s t s  to C a n a d i a n  I n d i a n s  a n d  Eskimos as 

f o l l o w s  : 

Our f i r s t  m a j s r  f i n d i n g  i n  t h e  v a r i < : t i o n  of 
--, scores ( r e l a t i v e  to  ~ n q l i s h  s t a n d a r d ]  cn 

d i f f e r e n t  tssts, e v e n  o n  t e s t s  :;.hich x i y h t  
s u p r f i c i a l - l y  seem t o  Se ' c u l t u r e  f a i r , '  It 
i s  im;~ossi 'o le  t o  i n f z r  t h a t  t h e s z  a b o r i ~ i n a l  
g r o u p s  3 i  f f er i n  g e n e t i c  g e n e r c : l  i n t e 1 l i ~ ; s n c e  
f r or,? KI-I i t -2 Lu. . . . k t  t h e  sx i ie  t i v c ,  w h i l e  tht? 
mcst s 3 r i . c ~ ~  d e f i c i e l - ~ c i r s  cccur i n  i n d i v i 3 u a l  
v c c a b n l a r y ,  zritkxe tic 2nd s e v e r a l  of the 
P i s y e t  c o n c e ~ > 6 e e v s l ~ ; ~ e n t  a n ?  t h e  v e r h a l  
c r e a t i v i t y  tczts,  here i i n q i s t i c  
d . i f f i c c l . t l ~ s ,  ?re o b v i o u s l y  o y e r a t i n y ,  i t  
would  be e,,m;qll-y L I ~  j u s t i F i a b l e  t c  c l z i n  t h a t  
t h c s z  q r m p s  h : ! v ~  t1;e s;?rn? ec?ucat; ic?nal  and 
v o c a t i c n a l  r o t e n t i 3 1  as :':bites. ?'he whole 



p a t t e r n  of t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  i n c l 1 1 3 i n r j  h e a l t h  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  i s o l 2 t i s n  f r c n  and  s u s n i c i ~ n  or  
a F a t h y  to::ar3s i n t ~ l l e c t u - 1 1  s t i n u l a t i o n ,  t5e 
stres:. o n  i a r c e d i a ' i e  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  2nd 
y e n e r c r i  t y  r a r h e r  th;;n i n t c r n a l i  zed c c n t r o l s  
a n d  ~ l a n n i n q ,  sn-7 t h 3  l 2 c k  o f  Fny cl22r a n d  
v o r t h ; - i i i l ?  v o c i i t i c n a l  f u t u r e ,  a l l  co.r ,bine 
t o  re6ucc t h e i r  a z f 2 c t i v c  i n t e l l i q e n c e  .... 7 5  

~?.3. F i ~ h c r  i n  a stu3y of I r , d i z n  e d u r ~ t i c e ,  refers 

t o  t ho  schcol  system a s  a r i t u a l  f o r  passqqe i n t o  a n  u r b a n ,  

The f o r c g o i n , ~  Ziscussion of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on 

I r l i i i an  education h a s  n o t  been e ~ . h a u s t i v e ,  b u t  has r a t h z r  

t r i ed  tc  p i n t  o u t  t h e  main a r e a s  of c o n c e r n ,  T h a t  t . h c r e  

a r e  differences b s t w s ~ n  the s c h o o l  a n d  t h e  I n d i a n  hone i s  

e v i d e n t .  A l c o k  a t  t h e  s p e e i ' i c  2 i f f c r e n c e s  w i l l  be 

i n s t r u c t i v e .  I n  -- A Surve-7 o f  t h n  C3r\nte.*1-crzry I n 5 i s n s  of 

Cana=1.i, a c o n t r a s t  i s  c7rawr-1 b e t v e ~ n  t h e  I n 3 i a n  c h i l d ' e  

a u t h c r  s t ? f - ~ s  t h3 t  i n  I n a i ? n  housinq t h e r e  i s  o v e r  

c r o - a c l i n ~ ,  l a c k  of p r i v a c y ,  scarcity of f u r n i t u r e ,  



scmetines the  hzuse  i s  8 - i r t y ,  c f t c n  u n a t t r a c t i v e ,  

un i za in t ed  a n d  u n c a r e d  fo r .  Trley i n d i c a t e  that fcod is 

5 c n z r a T I - y  i nad3 ;ua t e  f o r  good n u t r i t i o n ,  and that c l o t l i i n c ,  

i s  gznerzlly i n s u f f  i z i c n t  a n ?  i n  p o o r  conc?i t ion.  X i t h  

regard  t o  objects, t h e y  s t a k e  t h a t  t1 lc . r~  arE 

psych::l . .~c~.ic.~l envi ron: , ;c :n t . s .  . . . ?~t age of 
m o b i l i t y  c h i 1 2  i s  corysi&red a 2crcc.n 21-12 lleft 

r e l a t i 3 ~ z l y  free .to c r e a  t 2  an? explore his ovTn -. 
a ~.~~~~ ~ ; J ~ ~ , ~ ~ L : ~ ~ A Q  ~ i 7 v  ironr!!=.pt.  ize  .?evcls;:;.:; -- - - .  .- .ucDCir 

2nd ;!utonn~.y, Ec has  l . i n i t c d  s t i ~ : u l s t i c n  2nd . 
f eedbac?: Fro,.:; a.2ul: ,s,  

P?r?nts hzvn  l i t t l e  b a r k q r o u n ?  i n  f o r m a l  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  are n s t  orisr,k.ec:, nor 20  IF^ h a v e  





Xe w i l l  t u r n  he re  t o  an examination of t h e  family. 

i%ny of t h e  authors  c i t e d  here  hav2 given a t t e n t i o n  t o  

t h e  family,  inc luding  George Spindler ,  Louise Spindles ,  

dax, e t  a l . ,  Naynard and T w i s s ,  and Hawthorn. A more 

s p e c i f i c  s tudy of t h e  family posed t h e  croblsm of 

"whether t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  over time of some a d u l t  

p e r s o n a l i t y  c h a r a c t a r i s t i c s ,  o r  t h e  change i n  o t h e r s ,  

caq bs t r aced  t o  ? e r s c n a l i t y  forrmtion i n  childhood. 1179 

It i s  ~ a j n l y  3 o ~ q s '  m t h o d  w e  are i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a t  this 

poin t .  H e  ~ o s t u l a t e d  four  types of behavior on the 

b a s i s  cf previous s t u e i e s  of t h e  Ojibwa an.2 thec l re t ica l  

formulat ions,  an5 then observed and recorded parent  

c h i l d  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  and  coded them according t o  h i s  

schema, H e  founc? t h a t  i n t e r a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  l e s s  ' 

a c c u l t u r a t e 3  %ones more nea r ly  approximated those  p a t t e r n s  

- - 
pcs l t ed  f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  pe r sona l i ty .  w e  do not have 

s p e c i f i c  data t o  compare with 3oggs' rather fuzzy 

catet?orizs ,  but f e s l  t h a t  h i s  method suggests  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  a more ob jec t ive  s tudy of development. 

I n  surnmzy, we have examined those  a r e a s  of Indian 

l i f c  t h a t  a r e  o f  2os t  concern t o  s t u 2 e n t s ,  as expressed i n  

t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  This n ia ter ia l  provides u s e f u l  i n s i g h t s  

,:cr a s tudy of i n t e r a c t i o n ,  socia.1 l i f e ,  and t h e  

d e v c l q p ~ ~ a n t  o f  i . f ~ n t i t y  i n  Ale r t  Say. 



C a l i f o r n i a  t o  A l a s k a ,  f o r m  a c u l t u r e  a r e a ,  The m a i n  

d i f f e r c n z l :  b e t ~ r e e n  these t r ibes  and o t h e r  Indiqn t r ibes 

a r c ,  f i r s t  cf a l l ,  k h a t  t h e y  ha? a v e r y  r i c h  e n v i r o n m z n t ,  

easy. T - I ~ s  l e d  to a  seconr !  f a c t o r ,  t h a  very-  c m ~ l e x  

s o c i a l  d e v e l o y n c n t  a n 3  p r c l i f e r a t i o n  of a r t s  a n 3  c r a f t s .  

T n i r 3 l y ,  t h e r e  m s  F a r  more s t a t u s  d i z e r e n t i a t i o n  t h a n  

among m c s t o t h e r  t r ibes .  E e c a u s e  of thc  s i m i l a r i t i e s  i n  

the c u i l u r e  area, many of t:is i n s t i t u t i c n a l .  a n a l y s e s  a r e  

of t h e  a r e a  r a t h z r  t h a n  of 5"-(ecific tr ibes.  

La V io l e t t e  s a y s  of h i s  work: 

The zr2hasis i n  k 5 i s  s t u d y  has been o n  t h e  
p r o c s s a e s  of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  o r i g i n .  I t  i s  w e l l  
knorin t h a t  i n  a r s a c  xhcrz  s i i y n i f i c 2 n t  c u l t u r a l  
c h a n g e  i s  u n ? e r  way, t h z r e  i s  c o n s i 2 e r a h l e  
p e r y c n 3 l  3 i s c r c j i 1 n i r a t i o n  3:hich c a n  a l s o  
c o n t r i b u t e  to i n s t i t u t i c n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  
d e v e ? c 2 n e n t  .sa 

Ee e x a n i ~ l z s  the l a c k  of t r e a t i e s  w i t h  3 r i t i s h  C c l u m b i a  

I n * i 3 n s ,  and  t h e  legi3l b a t t l c s  this h s s  i n v o l v e d ,  9 e c a u s e  

of t h i s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  r e s e r v 2 s  i n  3 r i t i s h  

u s e ? ,  r a t h c r  t I73n on a n  " a c r e s  n n r  C J - i t a "  b a s i s .  The 



I n d i ~ n s  S e n e r a l l y  havs small s c z t t e r c d  r e s e r v z s  of v e r y  

l i t t l c  e c c n ~ r . - , i c  v a l u s  a n d  f e e l  s t r c n c r l y  i l i  3 3 m s  c a s e s  
' 0  

t h a t  they h a v e  n c t  be,zn p a i d  fcr l m d s  c e d e d ,  

base 0:: the r e s s r v e s ,  and the breakclown cf t h c  F c t l z c h  

as a fclrce for s ~ c i a l  coh- . e ion ,  i s  the b a s i s  of the f c ? i i ? n  

problem t o d a y ,  iie e x p r e s s e s  sorr,e cy t i r r , i sm t h a t  I n d i a n  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a rc  having a n  ef'ect i n  u n i f y i n 2  the I n d i ~ n s  

and- p r c v i 5 i n g  t h e n  with a inoc?arn rnoc'e of i c ? ~ n t i t y ,  b u t  j 1-i 

t h i s  h:: i s  b a s i n g  h i s   pinion on int-rviewa ; : i th I n Z i a n  

l e a d e r r ,  anc? c?oes n z t  esclinine the effect of these 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o n  t h e  nany I a d i a n s  iiho t a k e  n o  a c t i v c  p a r t  

. - i n  p m - S n d i a n i s m .  - ~ l t h o u q h  t h e r e  i s  s o n e  r e c s o n  to b e l i e v e  

t h ~ s e  orgsnitaticqs may on2 d a y  i n v o l v e  more of t h e  Indian 

p e o q l e ,  t h e r e  h a s  been l i t t l e  eviticcnce of c h a ~ q e  i n  khe 

5ecade s ince  La V i o l e t t e  exam in^? t h e  z i t u a t i o n .  

A n o t h e r  cor :?rehensive  s t u d y  cf t h e  Indians o f  t h e  

81 
_nrov lnce  i s  t h a t  of E i a ~ c t h c r n ,  et al. They have  d o n e  a  

Indians. Their study is useful 3s a n  o v o r v i e w  of Indian 



l i f e ,  a n d  f o r  c o m p a r i s o n s  b e t w e e n  e i f f e r e n t  t r i b a l  a r zas .  

A t h e s i s  by 7?hoxnsonB2 o n  th emplaymsnt p r o j l e m s  

of t)le I n 3 i a n s  e x a r c i n e s  s t a f i s t i c s  a n d  the e f f e c t s  of 

p r e j u d i c e  3nd l a c k  of e 3 u c a t i o n  o n  I n d i a n  e c c n o m i c  s t a t u s .  

The m p h a s i s  o n  c l u c n t i o n  by Hawthorn  a n d  Thc~?.on a s  a 

f a c t o r  i n  t h e  e c o n m i e  s i t u ~ t i o n  i s  expressed by other 

a u t h o r s  i n  a more snec i f ic  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  school 

s y s t e m  a s  i t  a fcec t s  I n d i a n s ,  

L e s t e r  I 'cterson, I n  a n  e x a r r ! i n a t i ~ n  of I n s i a n  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  3 r i t i s h  Co l . umb ia ,  s t a t e s  t h ~ t  p a r t  of t h e  

prololem i n  the scho.-.?s i s  one of the l a n g u a r j e .  O f  the  

older I n d i a n s ,  f i v e  p e r c e n t  c s n n n t  speok E n g l i s h f  a n d  f i v e  

percent of c h i l 5 r e n  l e a r n  n o  2nq l i sP1  a t  hose, :.Jhile 

s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  of t h e  c h i l d r e n  s p e a k  their own 

l a n g u a q e .  Ee e x m i n o s  the  h i s t c r y  of I n d i a n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  

3 r i t i s h  C o l u n b i a ,  a n d  p r e d i c t s  t h a t  t h e  nol icy of 

i n t - e q r a t i o n  w l ~ i r h  .s"Lrted i n  1 9 5 1 ,  7,611 h a v e  an 

2 3  a r c e l i o r a t i v e  e f f e c t  on t h a  s i t u a t i c n .  

B a r b a r a  L 3 n 2  exanines "the education of I n d i 3 n  

r h i l 3 r e n . "  Sh2 ex?rninee  t h e  FFcr sch.zo?- recor? cf I n e i a n  

c ? > i l d r e n ,  3nA e x a m i n 2 s  sFne of t h e  causes. Scxe of t b s  

causes not e x c l u ~ i v e  t o  I n d i a n s  a re  pove r ty ,  wit?] ill 

h e a l t h ,  a l c o h n l i  m, f a m i l y  i n s t a b i l i t y  and n m a t i o n a l  

s t ress,  and c v l 1 : u r a l  deprivation. I:: i s  u s e f u l  t o  e x a n i n e  



s w e  of the c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  i n v c l v e d .  

The f i r s t  s i x  y e a r s  of t h e  w h i t e  z h i l d ' s  
l i f e  a r e  p r e p a r a t i o n  far s c h o o l ,  whereas t h e  
Indi3 .n  c h i i d ' s  t r a i n i n ?  h a s  f o s t e r e d  q u ? . l i t i e s  
a l m o s t  d i a g e t r i c ? l l y  o p p c s e d  t o  t h c s e  d e s i r e d  
i n  t h ~  qrade o n e  c l3ssrcc:m.  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  year  cf s c h c o l  the t e a c h e r  i s  
c ~ n c e r c ~ d  w i t h  s o c i s . l . i z i n n  t h e  c h i 1 3  t o  s c h o g l  
r o u t i n e - - t c a c h n  h i n :  t c  be pscnpt, attsntivs, 
and c k d i e n t - - t o  h e a r  i n s t r u c t i c n s  t h e  f i r s t  
t i m e  an8 tc f ~ l l c l x  t h e n  i m m e d i a t e l y  .... 

'lhc I n d i a n  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  operates f r o x  quite - 
d i f f e r e n t  p r e m i s e s .  a a c h  i n d i v i c ? u i ~ . l - - r e g a r c ? l s s s  
of a p - - i s  r e g a r 2 e d  a s  a  s e p a r i t e  and i n v i o l a b l e  
e n t i t y .  ' 3 ; ~  n o t i c n  o f  a l l ? v i n g  or ~ r c h i b i c i n ~  
a n c t h e r  i n 5 i v i d u a l  t o  d o  scz-;ethinq i s  q u i t e  
a l i ? n - - - a n d  f r e s u e n t l y  - i n c c ~ p r e h e n c i 3 l e .  2 h i l c i  
J -  ~ r a i 3 i . n ~  i n v o l v e s  a minir;.v;n of r e F t r a i n t . : ;  ar.6 
c J i r e c t i v e s - - - a n d  zn e f f o r t  i r :  ma3c by p a r e n t s  snd 
si3l i!?qs 'co a ~ c c ~ m - . c ? ~ d a t  t o  thn c c m f ~ r  t an? 
2 ~ s i r ~ s  of new ~ e ~ b e r s  of t h c  f x j i l y ,  

Ti"!: r -~h i*  ch j l t?  i s  t c ? l ?  7:ha.t to 69 a n d  ~ h 3 . t  
not t c  do--'"or h i s  oV:m 7?0:?.' I n  ?;is early 

7 y ? a r ?  h3 i~ s u p r v i s e c !  an," r~ctec'itzr?. ~ l l e  
1nc"Li;ln y 2 u n c ; s t e r  is ? l l n ~ . ~ ~ ~ 5 p r e t t - y  free reii? 50 
?x?icre ,  tc eexcer i rnent ,  ? n ?  t o  learn by error ;  
H i c  t r a i n i n q  i n v , : ~ l v c s  morn ~ ~ r r c n z , l  r i sk ,  h u t  
r s u l  ts i n  q r ea t e r  s e l f  - r n l i - n c c ,  r e s c u r c ~ f u l n e s s ,  
a n d  i n + ~ , ~ ~ e n - 7 e n c s  of t \ n u n h t  <:nd ~c t i o i - I .  
U n f c r t u n 3 k e l y  f c i ~  the I n : r ' i ? n  chil3, i ~ 7 6 ? ~ n n ? e n c e  
of t h c c ~ c ~ h t  s n ?  a c t i o n  are !:he last thinqs 34 
" s i r e d  of h i m  i n  t 5c  grade o n e  c l z . s s r c c m .  

L3ne  g o o s  o n  t o  d i s c u s s  langtlacjz.  She s a y s  t h 2 t  

e v e n  if tie c h i l d  has l e a r n e 8  E n q l i s h  a t  h m e ,  hs may not 

h a v e  l e z r r ~ e d  t h e  s t a n d a r d  dialect u s e 6  i n  t h z  s c h o o l .  



teachers an5 class~ates distracting a c d  
fatiquing--and pcrio3icall-y 'tune out' to 
avoid what to t 5 e m  is an intolerable 
ear-bat tering.85 

i52e stat~s that because of their limited use of 

ldn;;uage, the ability of indisn chil2ren is often 

unzer-rated b y  :heir t z z c h a r s ,  and that this often creat~s 

L a self-fulfilling prophecy. Geczuse the children come to 

. v  l.olcott, in s study of one of the unAer3:;ing 

~izterial, as well a:: a cc~yrehensive s t v d y  of education 

in Blackfish Vill3ge, the relationshi~s between the parents 

and thc scho,~l, the students in the school, and an 

assecsr?ent of eSucationa1 needs in a cross-cultural setting. 

i s  @ is essonti;l for any nkuCont cf the Kwakiutl, and 

of inmnse value to anycne inkcrested in Indian educaticn. 

fie statss that his ori~inal research problem was "to 

investi~ate \;hat it is abcut village life that makes  InZian 

pupil- so refractive to forn;al eCucaticn ar.~? why InZian 

pupils fzil in sci:cc.l. , ,36 t : s  - 3 i ~  study przgrsssed, he 

asked the c~r~pl~rzentary questicn, "Hcw Co schools fail 

s7 their In3i3n p u p i l  s ? "  He ccncl-uses ? s  follows: 



I n  a n o t h e r  r e c e n t  s t u r ? y  of a n  j s o l ~ t e d  K w a k i u t l  

I r 1 3 i ~ n  i n  e d u c a t i o n  a r c  

I n  c o n n e c t i o n  v i t h  t h e  first f a c t o r ,  he d r a w s  t h e  

f of lcwing c o n ~ c a r i ~ o n  be t v e e n  f m ~ i l y  and  school : 

Time units n o t  i n g c r t a n t  T i m e  u n i t s  i m p c r t s n t  
(pun~tualit~ a s s u r s e s  a 
m o r a l  v a l u e )  

Little form21 structure Schcol structured 

P e r m i s s i v e  A u t h o r i t a r i a n  



Lesrn 53- o S s e r v a t i c n ,  
mani-ulati o r ,  ~ n d  
e x y e r i n e n t z t i . c n  

Language : En2 l i s h  

L e a r n  th rough  l a n q u s g e  
c k i l l c  i a c l u d i n ?  verbal 
i n s t r u c t i o n  

' Z ~ E ~ C  a r e  n o  e o i 3 c i f i c  studies o n  t h e  Kvakiutl 

Esi-,ily to da?-.el a l t h o u g h  boi.21 'KO?-cctt anti Rohner  present a 

rese-irch t e x t  s t u d y i n 2  v a r i o u s  a s p c t s  cf l i f e  anong the 



n c n - d i r s c t i v e  p a r e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t5ose p r e n t s  w i t h  l i t t l e  

XnowleScje cf nu t r i t i o n d  is t h a t  c h i l d r e n  f ron I n 4 i . a n  

f a r c i l i e s  o f t n n  s u f f c r   fro^ m a l n u t r i t i c n ,  e v e n  t h n u q h  t h z  

a i o r i n i n s l  diet h a 5  3 e ? n  s n z l y z e d  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  as 

A study = f ! t h ~  3 i e t  of c h i l d r e n  i n  A l e r t  3ay 

suffered scxc c?iet-ry d e f i c i e n c i s s .  Tnc  I n d i a n  c h i 1  5ren 

. ~ - - ~ - e  ..L .,. le-.:st i n  t w o  e s s e n t i d l  r , u t r i . e n t s  anc? h i ? % n r  t h a n  t h e  

w h i t e  c h i l d r e n  i n  two.  Bct i l  2rcu2s vere "below t h e  

94 
C a n ? - d i m  s t a n d a r d "  i n  V i t a m i n  A an? c a l c i u m  i n t a k e .  

Since t h z  -7ukhcr C O ~ I ~ C ~ I ~ S  t h a t  n u t r i c ~ t  i n t a k e  i s  _nrc7ba:-.ly 

a b l ?  t o  spen? s u r p l u s  cash m e a n i n g f u l l y  3 u e  to tht? "c-isc 

of ~ ' i - ~ p  20'- .-. 1 =c:- , ,?>cy spend i t  o n  a l c o h o l .  Secondly, he 



t r a d i t i o n a l  " c h i e f s i i  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  d r i n k  w i t h  the  

"commoners" w i t h o u t  l o s i n g  s t a t u s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

e x p e c t e d  by t h e i r  p e o p l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  decorum. 

T h i s  h a s  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  o f  

i d e n t i t y  i n  t h a t  i t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  the  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  

p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  c h i e f ,  even i n  t h e  con tempara ry  s i t u a t i o n ,  

and  w i l l  he d i s c u s s e d  f u r t h e r  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  

o b t a i n e d  from a c h i e f ' s  f a m i l y  d u r i n g  f i e l d  work. 

Another  problem, c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h a t  of t h e  

abuse  of a l c o h o l  i s  t h a t  of a c c i d e n t a l  d e a t h s .  The I n d i a n s  

of Canada generally have  a h i g h e r  m o r t a i i t y  r a t e  t h a n  t h a t  

of w h i t e s .  I n  1959 a c c i d e n t a l  d e a t h  w a s  the l e a d i n g  c a 7 ] s e  

of m o r t a l i t y  among B r i t i s h  Columbia I n d i a n s .  S i n c e  1952 

e i t h e r  a c c i d e n t s  o r  pneumonias have  been t h e  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  

of d e a t h  i n  t h l s  group.  From 1957 t o  1959,  t h e  a c c i d e n t a l  

d e a t h  r a t e  was f i v e  t i m e s  a s  h i g h  f o r  I n d i a n s  a s  for  w h i t e s .  

" I n  1959,  i n  t h e  age  g roup  one t o  t h i r t y - n i n e ,  a c c i d e n t s  

c l a i m e d  more l i v e s  o f  3 r i t i s h  Columbia I n d i a n s  t h a n  a l l  

o t h e r  c a u s e s  combined." 
96 

Drowning was t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c a u s e  of I n d i a n  

a c c i d e n t a l  d e a t h s  i n  1959, and w a s  r s s p m s i b l e  f o r  

t w e n t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  of t h e  t o t a l .  Of these drownings ,  

46.4% o c c u r r e d  i n  the a g e  g roup  one t o  n i n e t e e n .  Motor 

v e h i c i e  a c c i d e n t s  ranked second w i t h  e i g h t e e n  p e r c e n t :  and 



house f i r e s  and burns,  t h i r d ,  with sevanteen pe rcen t ,  and  

of t h e s e ,  two-thirds  were ch i ld ren  from one t o  nine.  

Although Indians were only two percent  of t h e  populat ion 

of t h e  province,  they  con t r ibu ted  t e n  percent  t o  

a c c i d e n t a l  dea ths ,  19.4% t o  deaths  d.u.e t o  drowning, and 

20.5% t o  dea ths  due t o  house f i r e s  a n d  burns. T'h? 

au thor  concludes a s  fol lows : 

Vie have l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  t h e  hiqh a c c i d z n t a l  
death r a t e s  of t h e  Indian p o p l a t i ~ n  of S r i t i s h  
Colvrhia ,  coxplex a s  t h e  cacsa t iv2  rnezhanism 
may La, a r e  f i r s t  an6 foremost r o l a t e d  to b c l ~ w  
average educa t i cna l ,  s c o n c ~ i c  as" s o c i a l  
s tandard ,  and t o  a much l e s s e r  dcy rcz ,  i f  a t  a l l ,  
t o  r a c i a l  f a c t o r s .  i ~ h ~ j t e v e r  t h e  zsuse,  t h e r e  i s  
no douSt i n  cut ~ i n d s  t h a t  Fie are  dea l in?  ]]ere 
wi th  a n  "accident pronc" e t h n i c  yrcup, who, 
aL tF~uf lh  a r ~ 1 . ; 7 t i v e l y  smal l  p r ~ 1 1 z t i n r ,  sepen", 
c o n t r i 5 u t e  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  percentaqe of t h e  t o t a l  
acc ident  r m r t a l i t y  of t 3 e  Provlnc:~ .37 

Heather Robertson, i n  a  j o u r n a l i s t i c  aczount of 

Indian l i f e ,  conten?s t h a t  t h e  acc iZentc l  dea ths  of Indians 

a r e  i n  many cases  a c t u a l l y  passive s u i c i d e .  

A person can d r ink  h i m s ~ l f  t o  dea th ,  a n d  he can 
a l s a  use a lcohol  a s  a txeans of a s s i s t i n c  h i m ~ e l f  
t o  a more d i r a c t ,  quicker  form of su ic ide .  
?here i s  only  a  s l i a h c  2 i f fe rence  between a  
person vho thro+?s himself under a  c r a i n  and one 
who becaves s c  p a r a l y z i n ~ ~ y  drunk i n  t he  middle 
of a railT$lay t r a c k  t h a t  he would be k i l l e d  
i f  a t r a i n  cones alcng. 5lenninggr c a l l s  t h i s  
second type " i n d i r e c t  s u i c i d s .  " Y b  

Kohner makes t h e  same point :  

The r a t e  of a c c i d e n t a l  deaths  through 
drowning may not be so  high as  r epc r t ed  .... 
This i s  t r u e  t o  thz  extent t h a t  s u i c i d e  t zkzs  



the f a r m  o f  drowning ,  
r ~ n  i n f ~ r m a n t  s a i d  tha t ]  . . . h i s  f a t h e r  

h a d  b e e n  d rowned  a s  h a d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  f a t h e r ,  
a n d  so would  he, p r o b a b l y .  C o n t i n u i n q ,  he s a i d  
t h a t  h i s  h a l f - b r o t h e r  p r c b a b l y  w a n t e a  t o  d i z  a t  
the  t i m e  of h i s  drowning ,  The l a t t e r  h a d  
" f a l l e n "  o v e r b o a r d  five t i m e s  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  
the f i n a l  i n c i 3 e n t .  59 

T h i s  b r i n g s  u s  t o  a  d i s c u s s i o n  of social  c o n t r o l  

a s  it  o p e r a t e s  i n  a c o n t e m p o r a r y  I n d i z n  com:nunity. As a n  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  w e  w i l l  s t e p  o u t s i d e  t h e  

c u l t u r e  a r e a  a n d  p r o c e e d  w i t h  a q u o t e  frcn R.W. Dunning, 

S o c i a l  S a n c t i o n s .  S a n c t i o n s  might be 
c o n s i d e r e d  a s  of t w o  t y ~ e s ,  e x t e r n a l  a n d  - .  i n t e r n 2 l .  Th? r l r s t  would  cons i e - l  of 
s u p e r v i s o r y  c o n t r o l s  a x e r c i s e d  b y  t h e  I n d i a n  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  a s  g e n e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  
i n c l u d i n g  band c o u n c i l  m ? e t i n q s ,  qovernment  
schcol te3chcr j n  th? f c n r  cf e?uc?t ic?al  
d i s c i p l i n e  and i n s t r u c t i o n  which  extends i n t o  
the  a r e a  of v a l u s s  a n d  mora l  b e h a v i o r ;  t he  
c le rc j -p .qn  w h ~ s e  a d v i c e  would  be i n  the  samz 
d i r e c t i o n :  p s l i c e  s u p e r v i s i o n  i n c l u d i n g  
o c c a s i o n a l  v i s i t s  from RCMP r e ~ r e s e n t a t i v e s  
t o  a t t e n d  d a n c s s  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  c o n t r o l  
p o t e n t i a l l y  i l l e g a l  b e h a v i o r :  t h e  qame warden  
ex~rc i s i i -q  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  f ishi i lg 
r e g u l a t i o n s ;  s e n i o r  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  Branch  
o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  w e l f a r e  w o r k e r s  who aclmmish 
the  p e o p l e  t o  ra ise  t h e i r  m ~ r a l  a n d  h e d l t h  
s t a n d a r d :  and  f i n a 1 l y  i n  t he  e v e n t  of p o l i c e  
c o u r t  p r o c e e d i n q s  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  of the  
m a q i s t r a t e  and  c o u r t  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s  w h o  
" t r e c t  u s  l i k e  c h i l d r e n . "  I n  g e n e r a l  
therefore t h e  c h a r s c t e r i s t i c  e x t e r n a l  s a n c t i o n  
i s  o n e  o f  p a t e r n a l i s t i c  c o n t r o l  s v p e r i m n o s e d  
on t h e  band  p o p u l a t i o n  by n o n - I n d i a n  p e r s o n s ,  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p e r s c n a l  c o n t a c t  by 
a d n i n i s t r a t o r s  t o w a r d  2 few i n d i v 5 d u a l  p e r s o n s ,  

I n t e r n a l  s a n c t i o n s  w o u l d  c o ~ ~ s i s t  of 
indir-enous i n f o r m a l  c o n t r o l s  on the  i n d i v i d u a l  
by f e l l o w  hanc! members. I n  t h i s  a rea  t h e r e  
a p p e a r  t o  be f ew  s a n c t i o n s  wh ich  a r e  o n e r a t i v e .  
S e v e r a l  times d u r i n g  f i e l d w o r k  p e r s o n s  s p o k e  i n  



a d e r o g a t o r y  way a T q i n s t  a n o t h e r  t o  t h e  
e t h n o g r a p h e r .  They would  c o m p l a i n  t h s t  t h e y  
c o u l d  d o  n o t h i n g  and  t h e  chief a n d  c ~ u n c i l l o r s  
were e i t h e r  away from t h e  r e s e r v e  or d i d  n o t  
wan t  t o  q u e s t i o n  a n y o n e ' s  b e h a v i o r  for  f e a r  o f  
l o s i n g  n o p u l a r i t y .  The re  a n n e a r e d  t o  be few 
o c c a s i o n s  e x c e p t  random m e e t i n g  i n  the  s h o p s  
or m e e t i n g  f o r  t h e  f e r r y  when a d u l t  p e e r s  
would  meet s o c i a l l y  or o t h e r w i s e  a t  w h i c h  t i m e  
the  u s e  o f  g o s s i p  and  d i s c u s s i o n  c o u l d  become 
o p e r a t i v e  a s  s a n c t i o n s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  b e h a v i o r .  1 0 0  

Wolcott d e s c r i b e s  social  c o n t r o l  a s  follows: 

The i n d i q e n c m s  a n d  i n f o r m a l  ne:ns of  c o c i a l  
c o n t r o l  e f f e c t i v e  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a y e  do n o t  
i q n o c e  e i t h z r  t h e  f o r m a l  o r g a c i z a t i o n  of t h e  
hnnd c o u n c i l  or  t h s  e x t e r n a l  s o u r c e s  of c o n t r g l  
l i k e  t h e  RCM?. V i l l 3 a e r s  d i d  c ~ n f e r  w i t h  the 
chief  c o u n c i l l o r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  c o m p l a i n  a b o u t  
o t h e r  v i l l . ; l qe r s .  T h r e a t s  t o  " t e l l  the  chief" 
ro i l ed  a s  e a s i l y  o f f  s o r e  t o n q u e s  a s  t h r e a t s  t o  
" t e l l  ?he z q e n t "  or t o  " c a l l  ?:he c c p s "  even  i n  
i n t r n f c i x ' c l y  s~rilclbb:~~, S ~ i h  t l i r 2 s t s  are u s u a l l y ,  
a l t h o u ~ h  n o t  a l w a y s ,  i d l e  ones .  

G o s s i p ,  s u b t l e r  a n d  lsss d r a m 3 t i c  t h a n  a  
spoken  t h r e a t ,  i s  a more p e r v a s i v e  a n d  more * 

j m p o r t a n t  mechanism o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  among 
v i l l a g e r s .  G o s s i p  i s  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  of 
m i s b e h a v i o r ,  a n d  u n e a s i n e s s  and w o r r y  a r e  t h e  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  g o s s i p ,  1 0 1  

Rohner  g o e s  d e e p e r  i n t o  the  dynamics  of s o c i a l  

c o n t r o l  i n  G i l - f o r d :  

An i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of c o n t r o l  
mechanisms w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l a p e  i s  f o u n d  i n  the 
f a c t  t h a t  o u t s i d e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i s  s e l d o n  s o u g h t .  
P rob lems  o f  c o n f l i c t  a n d  d e v i a n c e  a r e  manageab le  
w i t h i n  t h e  v l l l a q e  t h r c u q h  s t a n d a r d i z e d  c o n t r o l  
mechanisms.  The i n t e r a c t i m  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f  i s  
o n e  of t he  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  mechanisms of s o c i a l  
c o n t r o l .  

A sense of s e c u r i t y  a n d  i n s i q n i f i c ; n t l y ,  
i d e n t i t y  aiilonq m o s t  of t h e  v i l l a q e r s  i s  f i r m l y  
a n c h o r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  v i l l ? g e .  i3ecause o f  t h i s  
s e n s e  of i d e n t i t y  a n d  s e c u r i t y  w i t h i n  the  
v i l l a g e ,  s p e c i a l  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e s  a r e  n o t  u s u a l l y  



needed ,  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  t h r o u g h  a  l o n g  
s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p e r i c d  i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e  i n t e r n a l i z e d  
m c s t  o f  t h e  n o r x a t i v e  s t a n d a r d s  i n  s u c h  a  way 
t h a t  t h e y  a r e  a b l e  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  b e h a v i o r  of 
o t h e r s  and  t o  a g r e e  t h a t  a  norm h a s  b e e n  v i o l a t e d ,  
a n d  s i v i l a r l y  t h e  o f f e n d e r  i s  aware  o f  t h e  
l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  a g a i n s t  him, F o r  
m o s t  rnetnSsrs o f  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  t h e  community h a s  
become t h e  p r i m a r y  r e f e r e n c e  g r o u p ,  t h a t  i s ,  
t h e  g r o u p  w i t h  wh ich  t h e y  i d e n t i f y  t h e m s e l v e s  a n 3  
i n  r e l a t j c n  t o  wh ich  t h e y  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e m s e l v e s .  
Throuqh t h i s  r e f e r e n c e  g r o u p  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  
e s t a b l i s h e s  h i s  f r a m e s - o f - r e c e r e n c e  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  
p e r c e p t i o n s ,  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  a n d  i d e a s  a b o u t  h i m s e l f  
a r e  o r d e r e d .  To t h i s  e x t e n t  mzmbers o f  t h e  
v i l l a q e  a r e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  q i v e  ? o s i t i v e  s o c i a l  
r e w a r 5 s  a n d  p b n i t i v e  s a n c t i o n s .  Any t h r e a t  tc 
o n e ' s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h i s  s y s t e m ,  s u c k  as the  
w i t h d r a w a l  o f  a c c e n t a n c e ,  f a v ~ r a b l e  r e c o g n i t i o n ,  
or a p p r o v a l ,  p o s e s  a  D e r s o n a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  
I n d i v i d u a l , . . . I t  i s  o f t e n  comrnunjcated t o  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  t h r o u g h  s u c h  media  a s  g o s s i p ,  i n d i r e c t  
cr i t ic ism, a n d  c o n s t r a i n e d  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  
Sh=trr,e--and g u i l t - - c o n t r o l  t e c h n i q u e s  2 r e  a l s o  
 use^, 102 

W e  w i l l  show, i n  a  d i s c u s s i o n  b a s e d  on  o u r  d a t a ,  

t h e  A l e r t  Bay s i t u a t i o n .  

W e  w i l l  t u r n  now t o  a  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  b a s e s  o f  

s o c i a l  i d e n t i t y .  F r e d e r i c a  d e  Laqvna,  i n  a n  a r t i c l e  

e n t i t l e d  " T l i n g l i t  I d e a s  About t h e  I n d i v i d u a l , "  examines  

E c o n c e p t s  o f  t h e  s o u l ,  t h e  bcdy ,  t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l  s e l f ,  l i f e  

i a f t e r  d e a t h ,  r e i n c a r n a t i o n ,  and  t h e  s o c i a l  s e l f ,  W e  w i l l  

examine  h e r  r e m a r k s  on t h e  s o c i a l  s e l f ,  

The s o c i a l  a s p x t  c f  t h a  T l i n c l i t  i n d i v i d u a l  
i s  d e f i n e d  b y  h i s  p l a c e  i s  m o i e t y ,  s ib ,  a n d  
l i c e a q e :  h i s  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  or b e i n q  i s  i n  p a r t  
r e v e a l e d ,  i n  p a r t  dz t e r rn ined ,  b y  t h e  names,  



o r d i n a r y  or h o n o r a b l e ,  t h a t  he b e a r s .  Rank i s  
i m p o r t a n t  a n d  i s  e x p r e s s e d  b y  a v a r i e t y  of 
terms.. . . 

S o c i a l  s t a t u s  d e n e n d s  n o t  o n l y  upon 
a n c e s t r y ,  b u t  upon t h e  a c t i o n s  of o n e ' s  l i v i n g  
r e l a t i v e s ,  e s n e c i a l l y  i n  q i v i n a  p c t l a c h e s  or 
f e a s t s  a t  wh ich  o n e  i s  honored :  i t  a l s o  d e p e n d s  
upon o n e ' s  oTan a c t i o n s ,  c h a r s c t e r ,  and  f o r t u n e .  
I n d ~ l s t r y ,  i n t e l l i q e n c c ,  good l u c k  i n  a rnass inq  
w e a l t h ,  q e n e r o s i t y  t o w a r d s  o t h e r  L ,  f o r b e e r a n c e  
" k i n d n e s s "  are a l l  marks  of th9  a r i s e o c r a t .  
T h e i r  p o s s e s s i o n  or a t t a i n m e n t  z a y  r a i s e  a man 
of mediocre a n c e s t r y  I n  p u b l i c  esteem a n d  i n  
s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  so  t h a t  h e  may even  become a 
c h i e f .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  l a z i n e s s ,  q u a r r e l s o m e n e s s ,  
a r r o ? a n c e ,  a n d  s t i n g i n e s s  dzba-s a p e r s o n  of 
unblemished d e s c e n t ,  a s  would ,  i n  former t i m e s ,  
capture or e n s l a v e m e n t  w i t h o u t  s u ~ s e q u e n t  
r e l n s t a t e m z n t  t h r o u g h  a ? o t l q c ~ ~ ,  or becoming so 
poor k h a t  or,e w a s  d c p a n 4 e n t  ucon  t he  c h a r i t y  of 
o t h e r s , , . . L y i n g ,  s t e a l i n g ,  u n j u s t i f i ~ d  h c x i c i d e ,  
i r t i r a a t e  a s s o c i z t i o n  be tween  sib or moiety 
"brothers a n d  s is ters ,  ". . . and  w i t c h c r a f ' t ,  a l l  
h r i n ~  d i s q r a c e  n o t  o n l y  uncn  t h e  g u i l t y  
I n A i v l d s d l  bbt c p o n  a i i  h i s  r e i d i i v e s ,  Good 
Icokz, p h y s i c a l  s t r e n g t h  and e n d u r a n c e ,  c o u r a g e ,  
w i t ,  e l o q u e n c e ,  s k i l l  i n  h l ! n t i m ,  i n  c r a f t s  an,d 
i n  compos ing  s c n g s ,  e x n e r t n e s s  as  a  d a n c e r  or 
s i n q c r ,  etc. ,  a r e  a l l  a d m i r e d  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  
by which  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d . l o 3  

This has r e l e v a n c e  f o r  o u r  u n c i e r s t a n d i n g  of the  

developrnznt  of s o c i a l  i d e n t i t y .  I n  a s t u d y  of V i l l a g e  

m i g r a t i o n s  of t h e  Kwakiutl . ,  P e t e r  P i n e o  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  p r e f e r e n t i a l  m a r r i a g e ,  ama lgama t ion ,  a n d  m i g r a t i o n  

be tween  v i l . l a ~ e s  wh ich  w e r e  close i n  the  p o t l a c h  r z n k i n g  

sys t em.  More p e r s o n s  from t h e  t o p  t r ibes  h a v e  migra . ted t o  

A i e r t  Eay, and t h e y  p r t i c i p a t e  more e q u a l l y  i n  s o c i a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n .  H e  p r e s e n t s  e v i d e n c e  o f  social  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

b y  t h e  "Eimpkis l l"  a g a i n s t  p z c p l e  from t r - i h s  l o w  i n  the  



po t l . ach  o r d e r .  H e  s a y s  o f  an  i n f o r m a n t ,  " s h e  s a i d  n o  o n e  

o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d  t o  

d i s t i n g u i s h  be tween  ( t h e  c r i m i n a l  e l e m e n t )  a n d  t h e  g e n u i n e  

Nimpkish a n d  l a y  t h e  blarne where  i t  s h o u l d  be, 1,104 

I n  h i s  comments Gn t h e  a u t o b i o g r a p h y  o f  Jamcs 

Sewid,  a K w a k i u t l  c h i e f  who l i v e s  i n  A l e r t  Bay, James 

S p r a d l e y  5 i s c u s s e s  t h e  p rob lem o f  i d e n t i t y .  H i s  coinments 

a r e  w o r t h  q u o t i n g  a t  l e n g t h .  

M i s s i a n s ,  s c h o o l s ,  and I n d i a n  agert a l l  beyzn  
t o  exer t  a p o w e r f u l  i n f l u e n c e  upon t h e  I h i a k l u t l ,  
and w i t h  t h e i r  i n t r o d u c t i c n ,  the Europeans ,  h e c a u s e  
of t h c i r  s t a t u s  and p m e r ,  bec>he a n  i m p o r t a n t  
r e f e r e n c e  group .  kn I n d i a - n ' s  v e r y  l i f e  cane t o  
depend  upon how s e r i o u s l y  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  X h i t e  
mzn' s e v a l u a t i o n  of i G ~ ? . k i u t l  p r z c t i c e s ,  I n d i v i d u a l  
Kb~tt.kiuZ;SL h a d  ; n s i n t a i n z d  t h s i r  sense o f  ider, t i i) ;y 
a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  f rom t h e  knowledge t h 2 t  t h e i r  v a l u e s ,  
be l ie fs  and  b e h a v i c r  were  a ? p r o w r i a t e  a n d  w e r e  t h u s  
recognized b y  o t h e r  menbzrs o f  t h e  s o c i e t y .  S i n c e  
t h e  Kwak iu t l  s h a r e d  t h e  same c u l t u r a l  d e f i n i t i o n  
cf t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e r e  h a d  been  a h i g h  d e g r e e  of 
c o n c e n s u s  on s u c h  m a t t e r s .  But now t h e y  beaan  t o  
e x p e r i e n c e  c u l t u r e  c o n f l i c t  a s  Europcan  a t t i t u d e s  
came to be c o n s i d e r e d  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  The Europeans ,  
on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  d i d  n o t  f e e l  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  w a s  
b e i n g  c a l l e d  i n t o  q u c s t i o n  e v e n  thcugh i t  was t o  
scme d e g r e e  s c o r n e d  a n d  d i s a p p r o v e d  of b y  t h e  
Kwa?<iu t l ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  
n u m e r i c a l l y ,  and  t e c h n o l c g i c s l l y  i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
c o n t a c t  s i t u a t i c n .  T h i s  c o n f l i c t ,  which  James 
Sewid e x p e r i e i l c e d  c i c n c j  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  
p e o p l e ,  may be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h r e e  a r e a s  o f  l i f e .  

F i r s t ,  t h e  Europeans  h e l d  a s t e r e o t y p e d  
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n  a s  i n f e r i o r . . , . I t  p o s e d  
a  c o n s t a n t  t h r e a t  t o ' t h c  I n d i a n s '  s e n s e  o f  
i d e n t i t y  and  s e c u r i t y  and  w a s  one  o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  
for  I n d i a n  a v o i d a n c e  o f  ' d h i t c a .  While scme 
I n d i a n s  a c c e p t e d  t h i s  loss  of  s t a t u s  a n d  r e s p e c t  
or s o u g h t  e s c a p e  f rom t h e  r e s u l t a n t  a n x i e t y ,  
o t h e r s  d e n i c d  or r a t i o n a l i z e d  the l o s s ,  Bo th  i n  
a c t i o n  a n d  t h o u g h t ,  J a n e s  Sewid s o u g h t  t o  



understznd and correct this definition of the 
Indian, 

Second, James Sevid was ccnfronted with 
different beliefs, practices, and values which 
Whites considered qood for everyone. A great 
many features of his own culture were condemned 
as evil. This seriously called into question 
the daily behavior of the indiviaual and 
further un5ermined his security and positive 
sense of identity...,hole expectations and the 
use of mon9y and material possessions were the 
most significant and illustrate this conflict. 

An innortant function of every humun culture 
is to structure interpersonal relationships so 
that interactions bec;qeen men~bcrs of the society 
become predictable as a rewlt of the shared 
deFinitions of cultural roles. ... ................................................. 

Tile roles an individual enacts within any 
society mqy be assianed to Y,im at birth or they 
way be ?c?:iaved through sore action. Most roles 
in Kwakiutl society tended to be assigned on the 
hasis of sex and birth order, whereas roles in 
White society were based i a r q e l y  on achi e\rem~nt,, . , 

As Lhese differences in role definitions began 
to pervade the life of the Kvaiciutl, anxiety, 
stress, and insecurity became part of every human 
interaction. The traditional basis of village and 
tribal membership was torn between the criteria of 
kinship and a vote by village members..,. .................................................. 

The third area of life where James Sewid 
experienced culture conflict resulted from his 
activities directed toward the achievement of 
Western goals ,...He found the pursuit of \Jestern 
qoals for himself and the Indian community a 
difficult venture. Not only were these qoals 
foreiqn to his Kwakiutl herita~e, but pursuing 
them meant conflict with more tradition-oriented 
Kwakiutl . 

James Sewid did not adapt to culture conflict 
by being committed to Kwakiutl values to the 
exclusion of Western values. He did not reject 
his traditi~nal heritaqe and m m e  into the 
dominant society, nor did hz ~ c e k  to cscapz from 
the conflict throuqh passive withdrawal from the 
goal-directed activities of both cultures in 
spite of the contradictions in these two ways of 
life. Although he was more Western-oriented and 



p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  N e s t e r n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  more t h a n  
m o s t  o t h e r  K w a k i u t l ,  a t  t h e  same t i m e  he w a s  more 
commi t t ed  t o  t he  t x a d i t i c n a l  c u l t u r e  a n d  social  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a n  h a n y  of  h i s  peers,  H i s  way of 
a d a p t i n g  t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t  was t o  become 
b i c u l t u r a l ,  105 

James Sewid's a u t o b i o g r a p h y  is e s s e n t i a l  t o  any 

s t u d y  of the c o n t e m p o r a r y  Kwakiut l ,  a n d  especially t o  a 

s t u d y  of i d e n t i t y .  Here a g a i n ,  i n  a s t u d y  of a l e a d e r ,  w e  

t r i l l  be able t o  e x x c i n e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  deve lopmen t  of 

i d e n t i t y  be tween  "chj.efs" a n d  commoners. As Spradley 

s t a t e d ,  James Sewid h a s  S e e n  v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  m a i n t a i n i n 9  

t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e ,  and  h i s  e f fo r t s  h a v e  n o t  a l w a y s  been 

appreciated b y  o t h e r  I n d i a n s .  His oldest  d a u g h t e r  expresses 

th.i.5 rrow her own p o i n t  of 

I 1m-J n e v e r  t a k e n  much i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  
t r a d i t i o n s  or c u l . t u r e  o €  my own p e o p l e ,  Now ' 

I beqan  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  o l d  p e o p l e ,  I h a d  m y  
f a t h e r ' s  example i n  f r o n t  of m e .  H e  h a d  a l w a y s  
b e e n  a c t i v e  i n  w o r ~  t o  h e l p  o u r  p 0 2 l e  a n d  he 
e n c c u r a g c d  m e .  

These l a s t  f e w  years we h a v e  r e a l l y  b e e n  
s t u d y i n g  how t o  h e l p  our p s o p l e  improve  
t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r  L i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  how t o  
h e l p  t h e m  u n d e r s t a n d  the  n o n - I n d i a n s  and the  
non-Ind!.ans u n d e r s t a n d  u s .  

1 think the  schools a r e  p e r h a p s  the  m o s t  
i m p o r t a n t  way. . . ,  106 

O f  c o u r s e ,  n o t  a l l  o u r  p e o p l e  a g r e e  w i t h  what  w e  
b e l i e v e  i n .  b?e r u n  u p  a g a i n s t  s u s ? i c i o n ,  j u s t  a s  
t h e  n o n - I n d i a n s  ds, because t h e y  t h i n k  w e  h a v e  
sold o u t  t o  the  ~ h i t e s . l O 7  f 

I n  summary, w e  h a v e  examined  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t h e  

v a r i o u s  a n a l y s e s ,  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  P a c i f i c  



Northwest Coast Indians, and specifically on the Kwakiutl, 

and especially, that information bearing on development of 

identity in a contemporary Kwakiutl Village. V!e will make 

use of this information, after presenting our data, for a 

discussion of the problems confronting the modern Indian. 

V, Source.; of Social ?sycholoc~ical -- ----- -- Concepts on thcx 
D c v e i , q m e n t  of 15ent i t ~  - 

In this section we will proceed first with a brief 

dfscu~sioi~ of the social psychology of George i3er:oert Fead 

as it relates to our thesis. We will then examine nore 

recent authors whose work is directly relevant to'those of 

Mezd's concepts we will be usinq to elucidate social 

processes in Alert Bay, 

Mead adds little or nothi29 to the corpus of 
facts of the social sciences as determined by 
distinctive mzkhods of investigation: to the 
ideat'o a1 and conceptual structure he ad& 
much. E08 

One of the first aspscts of Mead's work w e  will 

examine is that of language and communication. 

There is a question w h ~ t ' h e r  in identifyin9 mind 
with the operatizn cf sy,l:?sls it must  be held 
that such symbols are all language spbols of a 
social-vocal oriain, If this is not so there 
may be indivichal aspects of mind r n  men and 
animals that do not come within t?,e scope of 
:lead's t2rminolcgy. 



Mzad a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a p r o g r e s s i o n  i n  social  

i n t e r c o u r s e  f rom n o n - s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  symbols i n  

communica t ion  : 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  v i ew,  c o n s c i o u s  communica t ion  
d e v e l o p s  o u t  of u n c o n s c i o u s  c o i m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h i n  
the  soc i a l  p r o c e s s ;  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  terms of 
s i g n i f i c a n t  g e s t u r e s  o u t  of c o n v e r s a t i o n  i n  
terms of n o n - s i g n i f i c a n t  g e s t u r e s ;  a n d  the 
deve lopmen t  i n  s u c h  a f a s h i o n  o f  c o n s c i o u s  
communica t ion  i s  c o i n c i d e n t  w i t h  the c?evelopment 
of minds  a n d  s e l v e s  w i t h i n  the social  p r o c e s s .  1 1 0  

But Mead was n o t  t h i n k i n g  i n  terms of any S u t  h i s  

own c u l t u r e ,  w i t h  i t s  e x a g g e r a t e d  emphas i s  on words  on 

books  on  d e f i n i n q  e v e r y  symbol v e r b a l l y .  Nhat  i s  the  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  a c u l t u r e  where  symbols a re  a c c e p t e d  w i t h o u t  

b e i q  &fined, whzre verbal  c c r r i u n i c ~ ~ t i o n  p l a y s  a lessei 

role i n  t he  t r a n s a c t i o n s  of t h e  community? Mead i$  v i ew 

t h a t  " t h e  deve lopmen t  of minds  and  s e l v e s  w i t h i n  t h e  
111 

s o c i a l  p r o c e s s "  i s  p e r h a p s  a n  o v e r s t a t e m e n t  i n  the  

c o n t e x t  of A l e r t  Bay. S i n c e  c o n s c i o u s  communica t ion  i s  

l i m i t e d ,  i n  t h e  I n d i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  l a r g e l y  t o  those of the 

I n d i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w e  c a n  assume t h a t  i n  soma way the  

s o c i a l  p r o c e s s  i s  l i m i t e d  a s  w e l l ,  i n  t h a t  i t  i s  l z s s  

v a r i e d  t h a n  t h a t  e x t a n t  i n  Wes te rn  c u l t u r e .  

What t h e n  does &ad s a y  a b o u t  t h e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s  

a n d  i t s  r e l a t i o c s h i p  t o  t h e  d e v e l o ~ m e n t  of minds  a n d  s e l v e s ?  

F i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h e  b a s i c  u n i t  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s  i s  t h e  

g e s t u r e .  The s o c i a l  ac t ,  ma.de up  of a series of g e s t u r e s ,  



or t r u n c a t e d  a c t s  i s  t h e  p r o c e s s  of a d j u s t m e n t  o f  o n e  

a c t o r  t o  a n o t h e r .  These g e s t u r e s  i n c l u d e  t h e  i n n e r  

a t t i t u d e  of t h e  a c t o r  making them. 

Nhen t h e  g e s t u r e  means t h e  i d e a  b e h i n d  i t ,  a n d  

t h i s  a r o u s e s  t h e  same meaning i n  t h e  o t h e r  a c t o r ,  t h e n  i t  

i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s~ynbol. The s o c i a l  g e s t u r e ,  when it  i s  

a s i g n i f i e a n t  symbol ,  becomes "langu?.ge," 'fie g e s t u r e  

makes p o s s i b l e  a d j u s t m e n t  of t h e  a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d .  s h e n  

t h e  g e s t u r e  h a s  t h e  Sam= w a n i n g  f o r  b o t h  i t  f a c i l i t a t e s  

a d j u s t m e n t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  a c t o r  a t t a c h e s  t h e  same meaning  

t o  h i s  g e s t u r e  a s  d o  h i s  c o - a c t o r s ,  a n d  h e  i s  t h e n  

c o n s c i o u s  of t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r 6  h i s  g e s t u r e ,  a n d  i s  a b l e  

t o  mod i fy  f u t u r e  b s h a v i o r  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h i s  knowledge.  

The i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n  i n  o u r  e x p e r i e n c e  of t h e  
e x t e r n a l  conversation o f  y e s t u r e s  wh ich  we c a r r y  
on w i t h  o t h e r  i n d i v i : ? u a l s  i n  the s o c i a l  p o c e s s  
is t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  t h i n k i n ? ;  and t h e  a e s t u r e s  
t h u s  i n t e r n a l i z e d  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  symbo l s  
b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  t h e  szme mean ings  fo r  a l l  
i n d i v i 3 u a l  menhers  o f  t h e  g i v e n  s o c i e t y  or 
s o c i a l  g r o u p ,  i.e., t h e y  r e s p e c t i v e l y  a r o u s e  t h e  
s q m e  a t t i t u d e s  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  making them t h a t  
t h e y  a r o u s e  i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r 2 s p o n d i n g  t o  them: 
o t h e r w i s e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  cr.:llr3 n o t  i n t e r n a l i z e  
them or be c o n ~ c i o u s  o f  them i n  t h e i r  meaning,  1 1 2  

Lie c a n n o t  assume t h a t  g e s t u r e s  h a v e  t h e  same 

meaning f o r  I n d i a n  a n d  n o n - I n d i a n  i n  A l e r t  Bay, A s i d e  f r o m  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  a n d  b u s i n e s s  i s  d m e ,  

i t h e  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  



t h e  f a c t  t h a t  words do not mean t h z  same th ing  t o  t h e  

Indian and t h e  d h i t e .  ,But the re  a r e  a s p e c t s  of behavioral  

i n t e r a c t i o n  where g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  neaning and a t t i t u d e  

a r e  a l s o  evident .  Although Indian an5 Xhite a r e  engaged 

i n  a conversat ion of g e s t u r e s ,  it i s  not n e c e s s a r i l y  t r u e  

t h s t  t h e s e  g e s t u r e s  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  symbols i n  t h a t  they 

mean t h e  same t h i n g  f o r  both a c t o r s ,  Mead speaks of 

s i g n i f i c a n t  symbols a s  t h m g h  it  w e r e  an a l l  o r  nothing 

s i t u a t i o n ,  without tiiking i n t o  account d i f f e r e n t i a l  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  and t he  r e s u l t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  rrieaning 

imputed t o  t h a  g e s t u r e s  5y people who a r e  i n  i n t e r a c t i o n .  

This j s  a n  age o ld  proSlem of t h e  m e a n i n g  of W G ~ ~ S ,  and 

t h e i r  connota t ions ,  and i s  c e r t a i n l y  not unique t o  t h e  

Indian i n  A le r t  Bay. 

@>at  i s  t h e  s o c i a l  re ference  o r  "community" i n  

Ale r t  Bay? Mead says t h a t ,  

A cowmon world e x i s t s  only i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h e r e  i s  
a comon (group)  experience.. . . The v e r y  
u n i v e r s a l i t y  and impersonal i ty  of thought and 
reason i s  from t he  b e h a v i ~ r i s t  s t anzpa in t  the  
r e s u l t  of t h e  given ind iv idua l  t ak ing  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  
of o t h z r s  towazd h i m e l f ,  and cf h i s  E ina l ly  
c r y s t a l l i z i n g  a l l  t hese  p a r t i c u l a r  attitudes i n t o  
a s i n g l e  a t t i t u d e  o r  s tandpoint  which m a  be 
c a l l e d  t h a t  of t h e  ' genera l i zed  o the r .  1 P13 

He goes on, i n  h i s  d iscuss ion  of t h e  s o c i a l  
1 

i foundations and func t ions  of thought and corrlmunication, a s  
i 



The \,cry o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  
conmuni ty  i s  d e p e n d e n t  upon i n d i v i d u a l s  t a k i n g  
t h e  a t t i t u d e  05 t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  me 
deve lopmen t  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s  i s  d e p e n d e n t  upon 
g e t t i n q  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  g r o u p  a s  d i s t i n c t  
f rom t h a t  o f  a  s e p a r a t e  i n d i v i d u a l - - g e t t i n g  
what  I h a v e  t e r m e d  a ' g e n e r a l i z e d  o t h e r ' .  . . . 
I n  so f a r  a s  a  man t a k e s  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  o n e  
inS iv i c7ua l  i n  t h e  grou? ,  h e  must  t a k e  it i n  
i t s  r e l a t i c n s h i p  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r  
m e m b e r s  of t h e  group:  a n d  i f  h e  i s  t o  f u l l y  
a d j u s t  h i m s e l f ,  h e  wou ld  h a v e  t o  t a k e  t h e  
a t t i t u r ? c s  o f  a l l  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .  'Ihe 
deqrz?, of  c c u r c e ,  t o  wh ich  h e  c a n  d o  t h a t  i s  
r e s t r a i n e d  t o  ?) is  c a p a c i t y ,  b u t  s t i l l  i n  a n y  
i n t e l l i g e n t  p r o c e s s e s  w e  a r e  able s ~ ~ f f i c i c n t l - y  
t o  t a k e  t h e  r ~ l e s  af t h c s c  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
a c t i v i t y  t o  r r i k e  o u r  own a c t i o n  i n t e l l i g e n t .  
The d e g r e e  t o  which  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h e  who le  
ccmnuni . ty  c a n  q e t  i n t o  the s e l f - c c n s c i o u s  
l i f e  cf t h e  s e p a r a t e  i n d i v i d u a l s  v a r i e s  
enorlnously.  YCIJ  c a n n o t  h i l d  up a  s o c i e t y  03t 
of  c l i ~ ~ : ? ~ n t r  t h a t  lie o u t s i e e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  
l i f e - ~ r o c e . r , s e s .  You h a v e  t o  presuj>n"se some 

ril t h e  sort  of c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h i n  whi,, 
i n d i v i 3 u a l s  a r e  t h e m ~ e l v e s  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  
as  t h e  o n l y  p o c s i b l z  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  

1 1 4  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  e o z m u n i c a t i o n .  

A l though  Mead d o e s  a d m i t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  

l i f e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  is  i n t e r n a l i z e d  i n  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s  by 

i n d i v i d u a l  msmhers o f  t h e  comnun i ty ,  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  i n  

t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  l e a d e r ,  and t h e  n o v e l i s t  who a r e  be t te r  

a b l e  t h a n  mos t  n:cn t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of t h e i r  

t i m e .  H i s  s t a t e m e n t  aSou t  t h o s e  who a r e  less a b l e  t o  

e n t e r  i n t o  s s c i e t a l  a t t i t u d e s  i s  e x p l a i n e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

EducatSon i s  d e f i n i t e l y  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  t a k i n g  
o v e r  a c e r t a i n  o r q a n i z e d  set  of r e s p o n s e s  t o  
o n e ' s  own s t i m u l a t i c n :  and  u n t i l  o n e  c a n  
r e s p o n d  co h i m s e l f  a s  t h e  coimunj . ty  r e s p o n d s  
t o  him,  h e  Aoes not g e n u i n e l y  b e l ? n g  t o  t h e  



comnunity. He m2y belong to a small community 
as the small boy belongs to a gang rather than 

7 - 
to the city in whish he lives. i;~e all belong 
to small clicpes, and we may rsrnain simply 
inside of them. The "organized other" present 
in ourselves is then a community of narrow 
diameter. ... In general, the self has answered 
definitely to that organization of the social 
responEe which constitutes the conrunity as 
such; the degree to which the self is develo~zd 
depends upon the comnunity, upon the degree to 
which the inqividual calls out that 
institutionalized group of responses in himself. 

115 

As there is no common exncrience arnoncj the 

eighteen hundred people who live on a very mall islmd, 

what is the "community, " what "generalized other'' can an 

Indian child develop? ??hat are the social alternatives 

available to the Indian child? Nead says, 

In the type of tempcrary inhibitfon of action 
which signifies thinkinq, or in which reflection 
arises, we have presented in the exyerience of 
the individual, tentatively and in advance and 
for his selectim arnrxg them, the different 
possibilities or altern~tives of future action 
open to him within the given social situaticn. 116 

The "given social situation" in Alert Bay is, as 

we will see, a very narrow one, leaving few of the 

alternatives available for choice. Mead says that the form 

selects his environment, in that the only environment to 

which he responds is that which is predetermined by ?)is 

sensitivity, and finds those characteristics to which he 

can respond. And as he "selects" certain as~ects of the 

total environment to respond to, and adjusts to these, so 



h e  c h a n g e s  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  Thus t h e  I n d i a n  d e f i n i t i o n  

o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  A l e r t  Bay i s  c r u c i a l .  

P a r t  o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n v o l v e s  

r o l e  t a k i n g .  A f a c t o r  l i m i t i n g  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  of t h e  

I n d i a n  c h i l d  i s  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  t h e  r o l e s  of many 

o f  t h e  p e o p l e  h e  dea l s  w i t h ,  a n d  i n c o r p o r a t e  i t  i n t o  a 

s y s t e m a t i c  o r i e n t a t i o n .  Mead s a y s ,  

It i s  q e n e r a l l y  regzogniked t h 3 t  t h e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
s o c i a l  2 x F r s s s i o n s  o f  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  or t h e  
e x e r c i s e  o f  what  i s  o f t e n  c a l l e d  t h e  " s c c i a l  
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  " depend unon the g i v e n  i n d i v i d u a l  ' s 
a b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  t h e  roles o f ,  or " p u t  h i n s e l f  i n  
t h e  p i r ~ c e  o f ,  " the o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l s  i m ~ l i c z t e d  
w i t h  2 : i m  i n  g i v s n  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s ;  and unon his 
c o n s e y u e r ~ t  s e n s i t i v i t y  t o  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  
h i ~ s e l f  and  toward  one  a n o t h e r ,  1 1 7  

The phenrzne~on  o f  d i s s o c i a t i o n  o f  p e r ~ o n a 1 . i t y  i s  
cause<?  by a  b r e a k i n q  u p  of  t h e  ccrnclete, u n i t a r y  
s e l f  i n t o  t h e  connonen t  s e l v e s  o f  wh ich  it i s '  
c o m ~ o s e d ,  and  which r s s ? e c t i v e l y  cor respond!  t o  
d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s  i n  w h i c h  
t h e  p c r s m  i s  i n v o l v e d ,  and  w i t h i n  wh ich  h i s  
comclete or u n i t a r y  s e l f  has  s r i c c n :  t h e s e  
a s p e c t s  b e i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  g r  
which  h e  belongs w i t h i n  t h a t  p r o c e s s ,  EYBs to 

Here Plead i s  a s suming  t h a t  t h e  p z r s o n  h a s  a n  

a w a r e n e s s  o f  h i s  ro les  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i a l  g r o u p s .  ;qe w i l l  

l o o k  a t  s e v e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  which  t h e  I n d i a n  i s  

i n v o l v e d ,  and  examine  b o t h  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  t h e  roles 

of s p e c i f i c  o t h e r s ,  a n d  h i s  a b i l i t y  to i n t e g r a t e  t h e s e  

i n t o  a m e a n i n g f u l  whole .  M2ad s t a t e s :  

One d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  p r i m i t i v e  human s c c i e t y  
a n d  c i v i l i z e d  human s o c i e t y  i s  t h a t  i n  p r i m i t i v e  



human s o c i e t y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  s s l f  i s  much more 
c o m p l e t e l y  d e t e r m i n e d ,  w i t h  r e q a r d  t o  h i s  
t h i n k i n g  a n 2  h i s  b F h a v i o r ,  by t h e  g e n e r a l  
p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  o t -qanized  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  c a r r i e d  
on b y  t h e  g r o u p  t o  wh ich  h e  b e l o n ~ s ,  t h a n  h e  i s  
i n  c i v i l i z e d  human s o c i e t y .  ... I n  p r i m i t i v e  
s o c i e t y ,  t o  a f a r  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a n  i n  c i v i l i z e d  
s c c i e t y ,  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  5y t h e  
more or less p e r f e c t  a c h i e v e ~ e n t  o f  a  g i v e n  s o c i a l  
type- -a  t y p e  a l r e a d y  g i v e n ,  i n d i c a t e 3  or 
e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z e d  p a t t e r n  o f  s o c i a l  
c o n d u c t ,  i n  t h e  i n t e g r a t e d  r e l a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  
of t h e  s o c i 2 l  p r o c e s s  of e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  b e h a v i o r  
which  the g i v e n  g r o u p  e x h i b i t s . .  . . 119  

The I n d i a n  i x ~  A l e r t  Bzy d o e s  n o t  sez h i m s e l f  

c l z a r l y  a s  a n  I n d i a n .  Kha t  i s  l e f t  o f  h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  

c u l t u r e  d o c s  n o t  g i v e  him a  c o ~ ~ p r e h e n s i v e  w c r l d  v i ew or a  

s e t  of r u l e s  and  roles f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the White  society. 

R e i t h , = r  i s  he s u f f i c i e n t l y  f r ee  of t r a d i t i o n s 1  v i e w s  t o  

f u l l y  a c c c p t  t h e  l a r s e r  s o c i e t y  and  become a n  a c c u l t u r a t e d  

" X h i t e  Ind ian . " '  He l i v e s  be tween  t h e  t w o  w o r l d s  w i t h o u t  

a n y  s y s t e m a t i c  o r i e n t a t i o n .  

P e r h a p s  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  s u c h  a s  Red Power c o u l d  

g i v e  t h e  I n d i a n  a  s y s t e m a t i c  set  o f  roles a n d  r u l e s  so 

t h a t  h e  c c u l 3  see h i m s e l f  c l e c i r l y  a s  a n  I n d i a n  a n d  a s  p a r t  

o f  t h e  l a r g e r  Canad ian  s o c i e t y .  

U An i m p o r t a n t  p ro3lem a r i s i n g  f rom t h i s  i s  t h a t  of 

s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  F Q ~  Kead,  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  "depends  upon t h e  

d e g r e e  t o  wh ich  t h e  i n d i v i d u s l s  i n  s o c i c t y  a r e  a b l e  t z  

assume t h e  a t t i t u d e s  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  who a r e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  

them i n  coxmon e n d e a v o r .  I ,  1 2 0  But t h e  nutnber o f  S i f f e r e n t  



r e s p o n s e s  of d i f f e r e n t  q r o u p s  i n v o l v e s  

soc ia l  c o n t r o l .  "Any s e l f  i s  a s o c i a l  

a b r e a k d o w n  of 

s e l f ,  b u t  i t  i s  

res t r ic ted  t o  a g r o u p  w h o s e  ro l e  i t  a s s u m e s ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  

n e v e r  a b a n d o n  t h i s  self u n t i l  i t  f i n d s  i t s e l f  e n t e r i n g  
1 2 1  

i n t o  t h e  l a rger  s o c i e t y  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  i t s e l f  t h e r e , "  

A s  we w i l l  see, t h e  I n d i a n  i n  A l e r t  Bay d o e s  n o t  f e e l  

h i m s e l f  a p a r t  of t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y .  A m m g  t h e  I n d i 3 n s  i n  

a h o m o ~ e n ~ o u s  s e t t i n g  s u c h  a s  G i l f o r d ,  g o s s i p  a n d  

ostracism are e f f e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  of social  c o n t r o l ,  I n  

A l e r t  B a y  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e  t o  o n l y  a l i m i t e d  e x t e n t .  The 

t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  h i e r a r c h i e s  h a v e  b r o k e n  down so t h a t  

"being a s h a w d "  a n d  g i v i n g  a p o t l a c h  t o  It-dipe away  the 

shame" a r e  n o  lonqer  v i a b l e  > m e t h o d s  of soz is l  c o n t r o l .  Yne 

t r a d i t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  have  b r o k e n  down, a n d  t h e y  h a v e  

b e e n  r c p l e c e d  w i t h ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  a n  i n c o m p l e t e l y  

c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  1 g : q e r - c l a s s  e t h i c .  Me w i l l  c o n t e n d  t h a t  

i n t e r n a l i z e d  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  l 3 w s  of 

t h e  larger  s o c i e t y ,  a r e  l 2 r c j e l y  l a c k i n g  among t h e  I n d i a n s  

i n  Alcrt Bay b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a " c m n , u n i t y  of n a r r o w  

diameter." 

I n  so  f a r  a s  we a re  s u b j e c t e d  t o  less s o c i a l  

c c n t r o l ,  a n d  s h a r e  l ess  of t h e  " u n i v e r s a l s "  o f  symbolic 

i n t e r a c t i o n ,  w e  are  less s o c i a l - - i n  terms of o u r  

i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  o t h e r s - - a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of mind  a n d  



s e l f  i s  correspondingly l imi ted .  Mead d i scusses  these  

l i - n i t a t i c n s  a s  follows: 

Ind iv idu3 l s  d i f f e r  cons iderably  i n  t h e i r  s k i l l  
i n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  r eac t ions  of o the r  persons 
i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t  t o  achieve t h i s  working 
r e l 3 t i ~ n  o" s e l f  t o  o ther .  O ~ E  Gasis  of t h i s  
d i f f e r e n c e  i s  c l e a r l y  phys io logica l .  ' h e  
a c t i v i t y  of se l f - consc imsness  is  one of t h e  
most complex of mental onera t ions  and i s  
r e a d i l y  i rwai red  by a defec t iveness  of t h e  
nervous system. I t  i s  quick t o  r evea l  t h e  
e f f e c t s  of a lcohol  f o r  one thinq-- the 
suppression of self-consciousness  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  
one of t h e  n r i n c i p a l  bases  of t h e  appeal of 
a l c o h o l i c  beverages. 1 2 %  

The relevance of t h i s  w i l l  be a ~ p a r e n t  i n  our d iscuss ion  

of thc  use of a lcohol  i n  Ale r t  Bay. 

Mead i s  ackncvledged by a l l  contemporary writers 

a s  having presented  t h e  most comprehensive formulation of 

symbolic i n t e r a c t i o n  t o  date.  The main c r i t i c i s m ' l e v e l l e d  

a t  him i s  t h a t  he d i d  not w r i t e  a book incorpora t ing  h i s  

ideas .  The inforn3t ion  w e  h?ve on Nsad's work comes from 

posthumously p u t l i s h e d  c o l l e c t i c n s  of h i s  z r t i c l e s  and 

s t u d e n t s '  no tes  from courses  he taught  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  

of Chicago. Bernard Pteltzer,  i n  a n  examination of EIeadls 

s o c i a l  psycl~ology, s t a t e s  t h a t  because Mead did!  not 

formulate  his works, "Piany of Mead's major concepts a r e  

somewhat vaquc a.n4 ' fuzzy, n e c e s s i t a t i n q  an ' i n t u i t i v e '  

g rasp  of t h e i r  meaning. "123 Other c r i t i c i s m s  a r e  t h a t  

Xead's work i s  not e a s i l y  researchable ,  a n d  t h a t  he fa i led .  



t o  d i scuss  c e r t a i n  t h i r ~ g s .  The l i s t  of h i s  p o s i t i v e  

con t r ibu t ions  t o  s n  understanding of human Sehavior i s  

much lonqer! 

In  a review of developments i n  s o c i a l  psychology 

from 1937 t o  1962, bianford Kuhn 124 s t a t e s  t h a t  s i n c e  Mead, 

t h e r e  have been only sub-cheories develcpe4 i n  t h e  f i e l d .  

There havn a l s o  been n o  empi r i ca l ly  t e s t a b i e  models 

developed. H e  s t a t e s  t h a t  the  r e fe rence  group sub-thecry 

has Seen the most use fu l  to date.  Shibutani  i d e n t i f i e s  

t h r e e  m e a ~ ~ i n q s  t h a t  have been used for t h e  t e r n  r e fe rence  

groups:  (1) it may be any group with whic5 t h e  a c t o r  i s  

f z m i l i a r ;  ( 2 )  it m3y he a Troup in which one wishes t o  

p a r t i r i n a t e ;  an6 ( 3 )  i t  may be t h a t  qroup "whose 

pe r spec t ive  cons t i tu te , :  t h e  frame of r e fe rence  cf t h e  

ac to r .  Shibutani  arques f o r  t h e  use of t h i s  t h i r d  

d e f i n i t i o n ,  a n d  says,  " In  t h i s  pe r spec t ive  a r e fe rence  

group heccrnes any c c l l e c t i v i t y ,  r e a l  o r  imagined, envied 

or  despised,  whose perspect ive  i s  assumed by t h e  ac to r .  I ,  126 

Shibutani  goss on t o  d i scuss  how re fe rence  groups are 

chcsen and maint3ined. 

It has  been suggested t h a t  choice of 
r e fe rence  groups r e s t s  u1:on personal  l o y a l t y  
t o  s i ~ n i f i c a n t  o t h e r  cf t h a t  s c c i a l  worlr?, 
"S iqn i f fcan t  o t h e r s , "  f o r  Su l l ivan ,  a r e  
thcse  persons d i r e c t l y  resyons ib le  f o r  the  
i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n  of norms. S o c i a l i z a t i o n  i s  
a product of a qradual accumulation of 
experiences with c e r t a i n  people,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  



those wi th  whom we s tand i n  primary r e l a t i o n s ,  
and s l q n i f i c a n t  o t h e r s  ? r e  those  who are  
a c t u a l l y  involved i n  t h e  c u l t i v a t i o n  of 
a b i l i t i e s ,  va lues ,  and outlook, Cruc ia l ,  
apparent ly ,  is  t h e  cha rac te r  of o n e ' s  emctional 
t i e s  with them. Those who th ink  t h e  
s i ~ n i f i c a n t  c t h e r s  have t r e a t e d  them with 
a f f e c t i o n  and cons idera t ion  have a  sense of 
personal  0 5 l i g a t i c n  t h a t  i s  binding ucdcr a l l  
c i rcumstances,  and they  w i l l  be l o y a l  even a t  
g r e a t  perscnal  s a c r i f i c e ,  Since p r i m r y  
r e l a t i o n s  a r e  not n e c e s s a r i l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  
however, t h e  r e a c t i o n s  may be nsgat ive  .... 

Perspect ives  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  subjec ted  t o  
t h e  tes-of r e a l i t y .  A l l  percept ion i s  
hypo the t i ca l .  Because of what i s  taken f o r  
granted  frorri each s t andpc in t ,  each s i t u a t i o n  
i s  approached with z s e t  of expecta t ions :  if 
t r a n s a c t i o n s  a c t u a l l y  take  p lace  a s  
a n t i c i p z t z d ,  t h e  perspect ive  i t ~ e l f  is  
re inforced .  It i s  thus t h e  z o n f i r n i n s  r e s p o ~ s e s  
of o t h e r  p e c ~ l e  t h a t  nrovide support  t o r  
pe r spec t ives ,  But i n  mass societies the  
responses cf o t h z r s  vary,  and i n  t h e  ~ t u d y  of 
r e fe rence  grcups t h e  proSlem i s  t h a t  of 
a s c e r t a i n i n g  whoce confirmin? resFonses w i l l  
s u s t a i n  a given po in t  of view. 1 2 7  . 

I n  r a fe rence  t o  s o c i a l  c c n t r o l ,  Shibutani  says 

t h a t  i t  " ' r e fe r s  not  s o  much t o  d.elibera'ie inf luence  o r  t o  

coercion 3 u t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  each person g e n e r a l l y  t a k e s  

i n t o  account t h e  expecta t ions  t h a t  he imputes t o  o t h e r  

', 1 ' 8  
people,  t h a t  i s ,  h i s  r e fe rence  aroup, 

Kuhn, i n  h i s  d iscuss ion  of r e fe rence  grcup, 

proposes a  new term, the  "o r i en ta t ion31  o t h e r , "  which has ,  

he says ,  four  de f in ing  a t t r i b u t e s ,  

(1) The term r e f e r s  t o  the  o t h e r s  t o  whom t h e  
ind iv idua l  i s  most f u l l y ,  broadly and 
b a s i c a l l y  coxmitted,  emotional ly and 
psychologica l ly ;  



it r e f e r s  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  who have provided 
him with h i s  genera l  vocabulary,  inc luding  
h i s  most b a s i c  and c r u c i a l  concepts and 
c a t e q o r i e s ;  
i t  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  who have provided 
and cont inue  t o  provide him with h i s  
c a t e g o r i e s  of s e l f  and o the r  an3 with the  
t h e  meaningful r o l e s  t o  which such 
assianments r e f e r ;  
i t  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  o t h e r s  i n  communication 
wi th  whori h i s  s e l f - c o n c e ~ t i c n  i s  b a s i c a l l y  
sus ta ined  and/or changed. 129 

It Ehe s tudy of t h e  o r i e n t a t i c n a l  o t h e d  
wcu13 at tempt  t o  s tudy t h e  processes  by which 
the s e l f  i s  formed and sus ta ined  a n d  t o  
a iscover  i f  t h e r e  ar3 r e g u l a r i t i e s  i n  t h e  
r ~ l ?  t i o n  between o r i e n t a t i o n a l  o t h e r  and t h e  
szlf which c a n  account :or the d i s c r c p n c l e s  
between r e c p l a r i t i e s  a n 3  s ~ c i a l  system and the  
phenomena of ind iv idua l  Sehavior. It  would 
affo-rd t h e  opyor tuni ty  f o r  i n q u i r y  regarding 
the poss ib le  r e l a t i o n  between abstenc? or  
d i v e r s i t y  of o r i e n t a t i c n a l  o-thers and 
d i s o r i e n t e d  behavior ,  .... One has  a h i s t o r 1  i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  
his o r i e n t z t i o n a l  o t h z r s ,  but he  has  only  snent 
a b s t r z c t  timz i n  h i s  s o c i a l  ca tegor ies .  'iqhon ---.-----. - 
h i s  r e fe rence  c a t e g ~ r i e s  h a v ~  "corns a l i v ~ "  f o r  
h i m ,  they  h a v ~  done s o  i n  terms of v i v i d  r o l e  
events  v is -a-v is  h i s  o r i e n t a t i c n a l  others.130 

Both Shibutani  and Kuhn were unhappy with t h e  

confusion i n  t h e  concept of r e fe rence  group. Both have 

a r r i v e d  a t  a s i m i l a r  conce?t, Shibutani  by excluding 

a l t e r n a t e  meanings from the  term " re fe rence  group," and 

Kuhn by devis ing  a  new term f o r  t h e  concept. LGe w i l l  s t a y  

with Shibutani  ' s term, including Kuhn' s f  orraulation o n  what 

i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  the  sane concept. 

It i s  our cont2nt ion t h a t  r e fe rence  groups i n  Ale r t  

Bay have tvlo dimensions. One i s  Indian-:vhite and t h e  



second is Middle Class - Lower Class. In this connection 

we will present Rohner's classification of Kwakiutl 

according to orientation. 

Subsisting-oriented is not used in the sensz 
of 'means of suv.port or livelihood. ' It implies 
a present ori2ntation which foeuses  on continued 
existence or khe condition of subsisting 3t a 
day-to-day level. Co~i2g with life in its 
inniediacy, as it actually presents itself, rather 
than striving to create some rwrJ  form for an 
indefinite futura is central to this t y & e  of 
orientation. Prenaii~g fcr the pre3iciable, 
antici~ated, ir;.rncc!icite, or kiloV,qn Future is 
chara&eris'i.ic, but plAnr,inq for "Le rermte 
futurs is not .... karely do the villagers plan, 
hcwever, if planning is underctood as thcught 
and effort given to some long-range goal which 
is considexed to bs at least potentially 
renlizaSle, As u consequence, families r2rely 
save c.?ney oz goods for some unkncwn exigency. 
Thrift and savin~ are zot fnciuded in thc: value 
syst,en of ~zo2le in the subsisting-oriented 
class. 

Past-oriented individuals conform to the 
same set cf characteristics as the 
subsisting-oriented, except that they t?cd to 
look to past traditions as Seing as qood as, 
if not better thsn, contemprsry livinz .... 
Charccteristics of subsisting--and 
past-crienta.tion arpear to be closzly allied 
to such personality characteristics as 
passivity a25 non-interference..,. .............................*,..*...........* 

:*jithin e2ch of the Island villages, hodever, 
onc family or household tends to emerge as 
consricuously more acculturated than the others 
and to be future-oriented. These fapilies may 
be design~ted as thz ~lite. O f  necessity, to 
reach this position, thzy  restrict impgrtant 
social relations 7-h other far,ilies in the 
conmunity, They do not involve themselves in 
the borroving and sharing pattern to the same 
extent as others, althcugh even they cannot go 
beyond a minimum without severing all relations. 
Freque i l t ly  these families are in a position of 
authority, such as chief councillor. They have 



t h e  most m a t e r i a l  weal th,  and they  tend t o  plan 
f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ;  t h i s  o f t e n  inc ludes  plans f o r  
leaving  t h e  v i l l a g e .  M3ny Ir1di3n f a m i l i e s  
classed a: ' r r o n r ~ s s i v e '  3y l o c a l  Khites  a r e  
g radua l ly  migra t ing  frzm t h e i r  hone rese rves  t o  
l a r g e r  s o z i a l  and economic cen te r s .  131 Fncluding  

I n  a  s tudy e n t i t l e d  "&xiprocal Zxp lo i t a t ion  i n  an 

,,132 
Indian-Xhite Community, Braroe s t a t e s  t h a t  both Indians 

and v i h i t e s  maintain i n t e r a c t i o n  t h a t  se rves  t o  v a l i d a t e  

t h e i r  concepts of each o t h e r  (each th inks  t h e  other group 

i s  s t u p i d )  while  maintaining a  d i f f e r e n t  v i e w  of 

thcmszlvcs (aac'n th inks  i t s e l f  i s  smar t ) .  A s  long a s  t h i s  

f a l s e  f r o n t  i s  maintained, t h e r e  i s  no over t  c o n f l i c t  and 

t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  remains p red ic tab le .  The :;;hit-es Sy 

def in ing  t h e  Indians  a s  " i r r e s p o n s i b l e , "  ( a n d  t h e  I n d i a r ;  

3y a c t i n g  " i r r e s p o n s i b l e " )  make it  " u s s l e s s  or needless  t o  

apply s o c i a l  p e s s u r e s  t o  t h e  of fenzer .  "133 Karding, i n  

h i s  d iscuss ion  of the s o c i a l  n-c- l iw~ of normality,  s t a t e s  

t h a t  when wz can def i r e  sovzone who i s  d i f f e r e n t  as  

"abnc!r:n3l, I' o r  " i r r e s p o n s i b l e , "  then h i s  behavior does not 

cha l lenqe  our oim percept ions of c o r r e c t  behavior. H e  

asked whether adjustment of the  ind iv idua l  i s  t h e  only  

ques t ion ,  o r  whether we should e x a m i ~ e  t h e  adequacy of t h e  

s o c i e t y  t o  i t s  rnanbers. H e  compares smal l ,  u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

s o c i e t i e s  t o  those with r;i,zny sub-group.  

There i s  no escape from t h e  more conpact,  
r e l a t i v e l y  u n d i f f e r e n t i z t e d  comxunity; i t s  
members conform or l o s e  t h e i r  only oppor tuni ty  



f o r  s o c i a l  sanct ion .  I n  more complex 
comnunities,  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of numberless 
sub-groups with d i y 2 r s i t i e s  of value and 
out lock o f f e r s  t h s  ind iv idua l  scme degree 
of freedom from t h e  psych910 i c a l  pressure  
of h i s  coxmunity a s  a  whols, 934 

The Indian i n  A l e r t  Bay has come from t h e  former corn2act 

connunity,  2nd we w i l l  examine t h e  sub-graups t h a t  he has  

entered .  

Another i n t ~ r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  Indian-.;Jhite 

s i t u a t i o n  d iscussed  e a r l i e r ,  involves t h e  r o l e  of 'chn o t h e r  

i n  s e l f - eva lua t ion .  Rose exnla ins  i t  a s  fol lows:  

Xead's c o n c e ~ t i o n  3f s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  q u i t e  
c o r r e c t l y  emnhas iz~d  t h e  r o l , ~  of t h e  
ggn2ra1ized o the r  i n  t h e  production of 
s e l f - a t t i t u d e s ,  His mista?:e, I b z l i c v e ,  was 
i:: nat see ing  t h z t  t h e  c e r s o n ' s  percept ion of 
t h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h i s  general ized o t h e r  i s  
t y p i c a l l y  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from any i.ndependent 
measure of t h e  f a v o r a b i l i t y  of a t t i t u d e s  of . 
"others ."  The pe r son ' s  s e l f - a t t i t u d e s  a r e  a 
c l o s e  r e f l e c t i c n  of what he t h i n k s  o t h e r s  
th ink  of h i a .  However, lacking  unusual 
em2athetj.c a b i l i t y ,  an unusual ly f r ank  s e t  of 
o t h e r s ,  o r  an unusual combination of c l a a r  and 
unexcusable f a i l u r e s ,  he i s  l i k e l y  t o  bz 
ha29i ly  deceived t h a t  t h e  de fe ren t i21  t reatment  
t h a t  o t h e r s  accord him as  a matter  of "good 
manners" i s  an accura te  r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e i r  
" r e a l "  a t t i t u d e s .  135 

T h i s  pe r spec t ive  w i l l  be examined r e l a t i v e  t o  our 

d i scuss ion  of " f e l t "  d i sc r imina t ions  i n  A l e r t  say, 

Another i s s u e  i n  Ale r t  Say involves percept ions  

of t h e  Indian? '  " lack  of motivation." Nelson Focte 

examines t h i s  q u e s t i m  a s  fol lcws:  

A s  Mead >as  shown, one l e a r n s  many mcre r o l s s  



than he ever plays overtly. To interact 
intelli~cntly with another, he must learn 
correctly to anticipate the responses of 
that other--that ik, to empathize. d u t  
implicit role-taking is no metaphysical 
transmigration of consciousness. It 
requires playing sub-overtly the rcle 
appropriate to thc identity of the other 
in the situation, as accurately as one can 
read off that identity. In play or in 
role-playing experiments, a person nay 
disclsse the great range of his latent 
sepertcire. The reason he 1-i~iits his real 
or realistic behavior LO a selected few of 
all the roles he has learned is thz+ he 
knoxs and definzs only these certain o m s  
as his-~j .  ?=nd he can only ascertain 
which role is his in each situation by 
k~owinc~ - - who he is. Pic~reovsr, hc must know 
who he is with considerable ccnvictiol~ and 
clarity, if his b~havior is to exhibit 
definiteness and force, which is to sdy, 
d e ~ r a e  of motiv3tion.136 

T -. 
v b m n  c l c ~ b t  of identity creegs in, action is 
paralyzed. Only full committment to one ' s 
identity prmits a full picture of rn~tivation, ... Doubt of identity, or confusian, where it 
does not cduse complete disorientation, 
certainly drains action of its mean in^, and 
thus limits mobilization of the oryanic 
carrel-ates of emotion, drive and energy which 
constitute the intro ectively-sensed "push" 
of motivated action. E 7  

Sheldon Stryker feels that symbolic interaction 

theory c m l d  well be exploited for family research. In 

discussing congruence of the many rolls a person plays, 

he says that this congruence is fostered "when meanings 

k 

h 
are widely shared in a society, or among those persons 



the definition of the situation will lead to personal 

3isorganization. O 

'de will examine a ty3ology of socialization, in 

order to prepare for our examination of socialization in 

Alert Bay. This typol~qy is based to some extent cn 

Mead's conzects. 

Punishin? wrong behavior Xewarding gocd behavior 

Katerla: rexsrds and Svrnbolic rewards and 
punishments punishments 

Obedience of child Autonomy of child ' 

Nonverbal cornnlunication Verbai co~!munication 

Commmicat ion as coinmand Communication as interaction 

Parent-centered socialization Child-centersd socialization 

Child' s discernment of Parent's discernment of 
pnrent'a wishes child's wishes 

Family as sicpificant other Family as generalized other 

In su:mary, we have examined those concepts in 

social psychology relevant to a discussion of the 

development of identity, After a brief exa~ination of 
5 

! Mead, we have looked at recent work expanding and 
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t h e  schml ,  t h e  farnjly, t h e  church and t h e  peer-group, and 

t h e  r o l e  of comnunicaticn aaong the  Kwakiutl Indians ,  i n  



t h e  context  of ch i ld - rea r ing  p r e c t i c e s ,  h i s t o r i c a l  and 

c o n t e ~ t p r a r y ,  and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e s e  processes  
* 

t o  the achievement of i d e n t i t y ,  

An i s o l a t e d  "com~uni ty ,  I' with  l i t t l e  i n t e ~ r a t i o n ,  

as  a u n i t ,  o r  wi th  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y ,  o f f e r s  f e w  s o c i a l  

a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  i t s  r e s i d e n t s  and thus  r e s t r i c t s  

develoyn3nt of un ive r sa l s .  The pre judice  toward t h e  

Infiian a l s o  operates t o  l i m i t  t h e  range of a l t e r n a t i v e s  

open t o  bi~n.  -Ano",er f a c t o r  i n  t h e  day s i t u a t i c n  

i s  t h a t  t h e  Indians a r e  i n  the  process of a c c : ~ l t ~ r a t i o n  

i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  socio-econcmic l e v e l s  of t h e  Cailadian 

s c c i e t y .  fbhat i s  seen as " lndi3nU behavior i s  i n  v e r y  

rr,ariy L ~ S ~ S  ~ G ~ C Z Z  C ~ L S S  b t i ~ a ~ i ~ r  which t h e  X n c ~ l z i l ~  sh&rt: 

with loyyez-s, fishermen and minzrs of t h e  area.  , 

I n  so f a r  a s  ccrnmunication i n  t h e  Indian fami1.y 

i s  l a r g e l y  non-verbal, it prcvi3es l i t t l e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  

c h i l d  t o  conceptua l ize ,  ve rba l i ze  and e s p e c i a l l y  t o  

i n t e g r a t e  h i s  ex re r i ences  i n t o  a  mesninaful iklhole. He 

thus  experiences t h e  family a s  a  " s i g n i f i c a n t  o t h e r "  

r a t h e r  than as  a  "genera l ized  o the r"  i n t e q r a t e d  wi th  t h e  

r e s t  of s o c i e t y .  It i s  our h y ~ o t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  concept 

of s e l f ,  developed by t h e  Indian c h i l d ,  i s  i n  c o n f l i c t  

a t  the point  of t r a n s i t i o n  from home t o  school ,  and t h a t  

s i c p i f i c a n t  o t h e r s  provided as models wi th in  t h e  extended 

family a r e  i n  c o n f l i c t  with those models generated i n  t h e  



s c h o o l s  i n  a  v a r i e t y  of a s p e c t s .  S e c a u s e  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  

the i r  a 3 u l t  r o l e s  before them i n  t h e  f a m i l y ,  they see 

l i t t l s  v 3 l u e  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  

Because t h e  peer g r o u p  i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  

f a m i l y  i n  A l e r t  Bay a n d  h a d  n o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  role i n  

t r a d i t - t o n a l  c u l t u r e ,  i t  i s  q u i d e d  by norms l a r g e l y  f rom 

t h e  f a n i l y ,  h t  a l s ~  from the c h u r c h  and  s c h o o l .  A s  it 

h a s  n o  autonom3us l i f e ,  it p l a y s  a min ima l  ro le  i n  the  

P e v e l c p r - a t  of s e l f - c o n c e p t .  ?lie c h u r c h  a l s ~  has a  

m i n i x a l  r o l e  i n  the  l i f e  of c h i l d r e n  i n  A l e r t  s a y .  

There has b e e n  a d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  s t a t u s -  

c o n f e r r i n g  f u n c t i o n s  of the  n u m a p ,  due i n  ? a r t  t o  the  

dcxlse of t h e  p o k l a c h .  S i n c e  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  was 

m a i n t a i x e d  t h r o u g h  s o c i a l  p r e s s u r e  b y  p e r s o n s  o f  i n t i m a t e  

c o n c e r n  t o  the  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a n 3  t h e s e  forces a r e  n o  l o n g e r  

v i a b l e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  l a c k  of i n t e r n a l  s o c i a l  c o n t r c l .  

Due t o  t h e  l i r r , i t a t i o n  of t h e  u s e  of l a n q u a g e ,  the  

n a r r o w  d i a x e t e r  of t h e  c o x ~ u n i t y ,  t h e  l a c k  of u n i v e r s a l  

symbnls  and  a c o h e r e n t  g e n e r a l i z e d  o ther ,  i t  i s  o u r  

h y n o t h e z i s  th?t t n e  f u l l  c ? e v e l c p ~ e n t  o f  mind a n d  self  

i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  n o t  i m p o s s i b l z  i n  t h e  A l e r t  Bay s i t u a t i ~ n .  

A s  w e  a r e  n o t ,  i n  ~ o s t  c a s e s ,  p r e s e n t i n g  

q u a r t j t a t i v e  2 n t a ,  3 ; ~  w i l l  n o t  bs a 5 1 e  t o  " p r o v e "  o r  

" d i s p r o v e "  o u r  h y p o t h e s i s ,  b u t  w i l l  g i v e  e v i d e n c e  

d e m o n s t r a t i n q  s u p p o r t  for  o u r  c o n t e n t i o n s .  



v 

Fiz ld  work was Carr ie3  out  i n  A l e r t  Bay, B r i t i s h  

Columbia, from May thrgugh August, 1967, and June thrcugh 

SeptenSer, 1969, A l e r t  Bay i s  s i t u a t e d  cn Cormorant 

I s l a n d ,  a p ~ r o x i ~ a t e l y  oi,e hundred a n d  e i g h t y  a i r  mi les  

Northwest of Vancouver, between Vancouver I s l a n d  and 

mainl3n3 3 r i t i s h  ColumSia. Ale r t  Say was c h ~ s e n  f o r  f i e l d  

work because s e v e r a l  s t u ~ l i e s  were a v a i l a b l e  covering a 

v a r i e t y  of aspzcts  of l i f e  on t h e  i s l z n d ,  A t  Simon 

Fraser  Unive r s i ty  t h e  3ehaviora l  Science Soundation of 

t h e  Facul ty of Lducation had been undertaking t h e  s tudy 

s tudy they  had bccn aided i n  var ious  ways by t h ?  

i)epartmsnt of Geoqr aphy, and the L)epai^tment of P o l i t i c a l  

Science,  S o c i o l q y  and Anthroplogy.  This s t u d y  was 

o r i g i n a l l y  envisaged as  a  s tudy of gamily l i f e  and 

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  a s  it e f f e c t e d  school perfcrmance. 

Ale r t  Bay i s  t h e  s e r v i c e  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  Kwakiutl. 

Because of t h i s ,  and because of r e g u l s r l y  scheduled 

t r a n s p ~ r t a t i o n ,  it has alsc beccne a  pccul2r c e n t e r  f o r  

researchers .  During t h e  i n i t i a l  four  month per iod  of 

f i e l d  work ,  t h e r e  were z t  l e a s t  e i a h t  o the r  s tuden t s  of 

a spec t s  of Indidn c u l t u r e ,  from musicology t o  bioaraphy, - 

on the islqnci. 'This f a c t  i s  of mixed value t o  the  



neophyte f i e l d  vorker ,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  because the  Indians  

have become so  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  have ready 

answers f c r  a3ny questions--and sone of them w i l l  r e f e r  

you t o  F r a n z  Boas f o r  answers t o  your ques t ions .  

I n  s p i t e  of t h e  amount of e t h n o g r a ~ h i c  m a t e r i a l  

on t h z  a rea ,  information on ch i ld - rea r ing  and f a n i l y  

l i f e  had t o  be obtained.  l%is, as w e  have s t a t e d  

previously,  i s  an area of Xwakiutl l i f e  t h a t  has  been 

ncglscted.  I n  a s tudy of 3cas '  f i e l d  work, ivh i t e  says ,  

From t h e s e  l e t t e r s  and o ther  c i u e s ,  and f r ~ m  
t h e  na tu re  of h i s  y b i i c a t i ~ s ,  we would judge 
t h a t  ijoas' s r i n c i p a l  airi;, when i n  t h e  f i e l d ,  
was t o  s i t  down i.;ith a , p o d  inforrmrit and f i l l  
h i s  notebaoks---and then  go hon:e. There i s  no 
i n d i c a t i o n  whateve=, a s  f a r  a s  my knowl-zdge 
goes, t h a t  he ever  Chcuy-kik of hiiriself as t~. 
" p a r t i c i p a n t  ohserver ,"  t h a t  he ever t r i e d  t o  
t ake  p a r t i i n  t h e i r  6 3 i l y  l i f e  and beco le f 4 persona l ly  acquainte3 with t h e  peopls. 

I n  our c r i t i c i s m  e a r l i e r  of Boas, C u r t i s ,  and 

o the r  f i e l d  workers f o r  dea l ing  only wi th  t h e  n o b i l i t y ,  

w e  a r e  aware of t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  of c ross ing  " c l a s s "  l i n e s  

i n  an thropologica l  research-- i f  a  pzrson i s  t o  achieve 

r appor t  with c n e  segment of s o c i e t y  he  i s  o f t e n  l i m i t e d  t o  

t h a t  s egmen t  5 y  t h e  s o c i a l  pressures  opera t ive  i n  t h e  

soc ie ty .  'he researcher  w a s  w a r n e 3  of t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y .  

One hiqh-ranking person s a i d  t h a t  she could in t roduce  me 

t o  mothers, but  that it might p re jud ice  m y  s tudy a s  t h e  

people would say,  "Oh, t h i s  i s  another  one of t h e  c h i e f ' s  

p r o j e c t s , "  and thus  would be r e l u c t a n t  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e .  
! 



The advice w 3 s  tsknn an2 con tac t s  were made through o the r  

channels.  

It was f e l t  t h a t  some c o n s i s t e n t  b a s i s  was 

necessary f o r  chccsing those f a m i l i e s  s tudied .  A s  t h e  

focus of t h e  s tudy was on t h e  t r a n z i t i c n  from home t o  

school ,  t he  grou? of nursery-school age a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  

i n i t i a l  f i e l d  work, and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  was chosen a s  a 

po;ulation. The second period of s tudy was done when 

these  c l ~ i l d r e n  $?ere betityeen grades one and twc. General 

inforin?t i cn w a s  ob ta ined  on a l l  "sty-f ive f i , r , i l i r s ,  and 

w i l l  be discussefG a s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  environment of ch i ld ren  

i n  Ale r t  Say. Five f a m i l i e s  fron t h i s  f o r t y - f i v e  were 

s t u d i e 3  thorouo\ly.  

T.do of t h e  f i v e  f a m i l i e s  s t u 3 i ~ d  i n  d e t a i l  T~Tc?re 

contacted throuqh r e f e r r a l  from the f i r s t  mother, who was 

aske3 iC sh3 c c ~ i l d  introc?uce t h e  r e sea rcher  t o  t h e  motht?rs 

of ch i ld ren  i n  t h e  same qrade a t  schcol .  The o the r  

mothers were introduced by o ther  per::ons. Although it is  

o f t en  d i f f i c u l t  t o  gain t h e  confidence of respondents,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  a s tudy of f m i l y  l i f e ,  t h e  mothers could 

accept t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  f m i l i e s  i n  

terms of t h e i r  having a c h i l d  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  grade i n  

school.  

Once c c n t a c t  had been mad2 with t h e  mothers, t h e  

researcher  was a b l s  t o  v i s i t  t h e  homes, observing 



informally.  Tr ips  t o  t h e  park cr beach were nlade wi th  

th2 c h i l d r e n ,  and t ~ p e ~ r e c o r c l i n y s  and notes  were made of 

t h e i r  zonversat ions with t h e  researcher  and wi th  each 

o the r .  A s  t h e  mothers were s t i l l  somewhat susp ic ious ,  

thn t a p e s  were played back t o  them when t h e  cl-,ilclren were 

not the re .  One mother l i s t e n e d  with some amusement t o  

t ape  of t h e  conversa t icn  with her  The 

resea rcher  rernarked t h a t  ' h r y  has a  v i v i d  imaginat ion,  

doesn ' t she? ' , T o  which she r e > l i e d  that she didn ' t 

know, ' I  never r e a l l y  t a l k e d  t o  her .  ' 

Whzn permisslog was requested t o  use t h e  c h i l d r e n  

i n  t h e  s tudy and t~ tape  their conversat ions the  mothers 

r eac ted  v i t h  a  s l i g h t l y  bemused a t t i t u d e :  'Yeh, s u r e  you 

can t a l k  t o  h e r ,  i f  you want, but  I d o n ' t  knot? whzt s h e ' s  

got  t o  sa.yl t h a t  would be of any i n t e r e s t  t o  an a d u l t  . 
People were a t  f i r s t  r e l u c t a n t  to have you f i n d  

them i n  circumstances they  f e l t  you might not approve. 

They tended t o  g ive  t h e  s o c i a l l y  accepted response t o  

ques t ions ,  t o  put themselves i n  t h e  b e s t  poss ib le  l i g h t .  

Rohner had t h e  s a w  experience;  

One of my informants cha rac te r i zed  Indians  a s  
being masters  of making t h e  b e s t  i-nsression 
~ o s s i b l e  on o t h e r s ,  e s ~ e c i a l l y  ;.bites. kie 
explainad t h a t  t h e  Kwakwala term f o r  such 
b e h a ~ i o r  i s  q w i l  c r i ~ i i ~ t ~ ,  ' l u t  t i n g  p i t c h  over 
soneone 's  e y e s ,  b l ind ing  thea  t o  t h e  t r u t h  o r  
r e a l  person. '  The tendency t o  t e l l  o t h e r s  
what t h s  speaker t l ~ i n k s  t k y  w a ~ t  tc hear i s  
a l s o  involved i n  t h i s .  Cer ta in ly  t h i s  i s  



t r u e  of Indian-;dhite r e l a t i o n s .  Im2ortant 
personal  d e t a i l s  a r e  f r equen t ly  omit ted when  
an inc iden t  i s  recounted, and the  omit ted 
f z . c t s  a r e  ones whcse absence puts  t h e  speaker 
i n  t h e  most favourable  perspsc t ive .  Kot 
i n f r e q u e n t l y ,  hcwevor, accounts are 
ou.tspokenly f a l s i f i e d .  2 

An except ion t o  t h i s  normally r e t i c e n t  behzvior ,  

howevzr, occurred during dr inking r a r t i e s .  Then 

reEerences were a p t  t o  be made t o  t h i n g s  less  favorable  

tc t h e  in fo rnan t .  

The field worker nus t  a l s o  work wi th  "Indian tirr.oli 

i n  con tac t ing  informants.  On many occasions it took a s  

l cng  a s  a week t o  a c t u a l l y  make con tac t  b ~ i t h  someone for  

an  i i l t e r v i ~ w ,  even when t3ey  were w i l l i n g  t o  he lp .  iViost 

?he Indian p o p l e  a r e  not coxifortable on t h e  te lephone,  

and it was very d i f f i c u l t  t o  ge t  any information dr  leave  

any msssages. The only  w a y  one can ccunt on see ing  

someone is  t o  go t o  t h e  p laces  they  might be ,  r epea ted ly ,  

u n t i l  you f i n d  them. 

On t h e  second f i e l d  t r i p  more sys temat ic  r e sea rch  

was c x r i e d  ou t .  Teachzrs, m i n i s t e r s ,  h o s p i t a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  

t h e  Indian Agent, X.C.ivi.?., newspacer e d i t o r ,  and v i l l a g e  . 

c l e r k  were intcrviewad f o r  s p e c i f i c  inform3tion. Focused 

in terv iews were recor3e.j w i t h  t h e  f i v e  mothers, accorc?ing 

t o  a s c h e d ~ l e  'ron Sears e t  a l . ,  P a t t e r n :  oC C h i l d  

3 
R e  , ( ~ n o c n z i x  A ) .  This in fo rn3 t ion ,  ob ta ine3  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  f r o v  t he  in terv iews an?  informal ly  in  



p a r t i c i p a n t - o b s e r v a t i o n ,  was t a b u l a t e d  t o  show a  

corilparison be tween  the  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e s  of t h 3  I n = ? i a n  

m o t h e r s ,  a n d  of t h e  lower and  m i d d l e  c l a s s  An- i~ r i can  

m o t h e r s  i n  S e x s '  s t u d y .  A s  a g u i d e  t o  o b s e r v a t i c n s  a n d  

recording o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  F i e l d  

r r  ~ ~ i ? n v q l  F ~ r  th2 C r c s s - C u l t u r a l  S t u d y  of Child-Rear- w a s  

used .  4 
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It i s  o u r  a i m  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  t o  p r o v i g e  a 

c c h e r e n t  p i c t u r e  cf t h e  ~ o - ~ t h e r n  K w a k i u t l  c u l t u r e .  .ie 

w i l l  p r o c e e d  w i t h  a br ie f  a c c o u n t  of t h e  e n v i r o n m ? n t  a n d  
I 

o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  > i h i t e - I n d i a n  c o n t a c t .  t\de w i l l  t h e n  

d e a l  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  u n i t s  o f  s o c i n l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  ' 

p o l i t i c a l  a u t i ~ o r i t y ,  c l a s s e s ,  t h e  2 c t l - , c h ,  t h c  w i n t e r  

c e r e m o n i a l ,  m a r r i a g e ,  c h i l d h c o d ,  e d u c a t i c n ,  a n d  s o c i a l  

c o n t r o l .  

The S o u t h e r n  A w a i t i u t l  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a l a r g e  number 

of i n d e g e n f i e n t  l o c a l  g r o u p s  a n d  t r ibes  o c c u p y i n g  t h e  b3ys 

a n 3  i ~ l z t s  a r c u n d  'Zueen C h a r l o t t e  Scund  a n d  t Y c  e n t i r e  

n o r t h e r n  e n d  o f  V a n c r u v e r  I s l a n d ,  as  f a r  n o r t h  a s  < a p e  

Cook.  The n?l-e " K w z k i u t l "  i s  a m i s n c m e r ,  a s  e a c h  o f  t h e  

t r i h ? ~  :<as i n c ? e p e n d e n t ,  an.: t h e y  d i d  n o t  r e g a r d  t 5 c l n ~ e l v e s  

a s  o n e  e n t i t y .  The o n l y  term t h e y  u s e ?  w a s  c n e  m e a n i n g  

"I(w=tk-~ala s p $ s k e r s , "  r e ' e r r i ~ q  t o  t h e  cornTon l?r??u3?e. 

The name " l k f a k i u t l "  i s  a m i s p r o n u n c i a t i c n  o f  t h :  n-imp o f  

o n e  triS31 v g i t  r e s i d e n t  a t  F o r t  1 i u ; ~ r t .  



The c o 3 s t l i n 3  alonq most of thp l<orthwest 
Coast i s  an i n t r i c a t e  an?! cc-lex f i o r 3  
mazeway. Hunc?re*s of i s l a n d s  dot t % e  
c o ~ ~ s t l i n ? ,  nqny of which a r e  nothing mcre 
than s m a l l  outcroppinqs of rork.  Navigation 
i s  made d i f f i c u l t  a n 3 - F c s i t i v e l y  danqerouc 
i n  many p laces  because of t h e  unexpose3 rock 
i n  t h e  shallow water of loT< t i d e  and because 
of t h e  r i p  t i d e s  which a r e  c r e a t e d  5 y  t h e  
o p p s i t i o n  cf t i d a l  c u r r e n t s  as  they  meet i n  
op2n a reas  around l a r g e r  i s l a n d s .  Most of 
t h e  i s l a n d s  and mainland coas t  a r e  densely 
f o r e s t e d ,  and t h e r e  i s  o f t e n  an abrupt ,  
p r e c i p i t o u s ,  and rocky drop f r o x  t h e  
vegeta t ion  l i n e  t o  t h e  water ,  1 

'lke c l i z a t e  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by even t e m ~ e r a t u r e s  

and heavy r a i n f a l l ,  which i s  produced by t h e  Ja1;znese 

Current.  The c o a s t  r a i n f a l l  averages w e l l  over a  hundred 

inches a  yea - .  ' h e r e  a r e  only minor seasonal  variations 

i n  t h e  temperature,  ran~incg frcm t h e  c o l d e s t  nonth,  

J a n v z r y ,  aver4qing th i r ty - seven  degrees,  t o  an aver?ae cf 

temperatvre 1 9 s ~  than f i v e  degrees win te r  and swmer: it 

i s  ~ a i 3  t'qzt a v a n  c??not s t 3 y  lonqer than h a l f  an hour i n  

The f o r e s t s  a r e  mainly of a  nee3le leaf  v e r i e t y  

. ~ i t h  . ? e ~ s e  i l~<ie~I>r~?s '- j ,  Z7e Irj:iiqs were i n  e f f e c t  perched 

on a  n a r r o w  beach 

sea on t h e  o the r .  

t i  2nd now 

id i tb  d e n s e  f c r s s t  on one s i d e  and t h e  

klthou-;ii they  d i d  do hunting a n d  

do logging,  t h e i r  mytllology i n d i c a t e s  an 



une<>si. :~?ss a b u t  t r a v e l  i n  t h e  f o r e s t ,  a s  i t  was the 

h m e  of superna tu ra l  5sin~s. 

Although s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  of t h e  P a c i f i c  iqcrthwest 

c u l t u r e  ~ r o u p s  had conrnerce with t h e  Indians  of t h e  

i 2 t e r i o r  thrcucjh r i v e r - f i c r ?  Passes thrsugh t h e  mountains, 

t h e r e  a r e  no access  r o u t e s  i n  Kwakiutl t e r r i t o r y ,  and 

t h e r e  i s  no evidence they  d i d  c a r r y  o n  t r a d e  in lan? .  

me ngtt i ra l  resources  of the  a rea  included deer ,  

e l k ,  black and q r i z z l y  b e a r s ,  t he  wolf ,  t h e  r:lount3in goat 

a t  h igher  e l e v a t i o n s  on t h e  mainland; and  heaver ,  l a n 3  3-32 

seq o t t ? r ,  marten, m i n k  and f u r  s e a l :  t h e s e  l a t t e r  were 

Cormsrly used f c r  S l?nke t s ,  and wer2 t h e  main a r t i c l e  of 

t r a d e  wi th  t h e  Zuropoans. Land animals formed only a  

sm3ll part nf t h e  Ind ians '  d i e t .  The s t a p l e  food of the  

Indians i n  e a r l y  days c a m  f rox  t h e  sea .  Salmon, 

e s p e c i a l l y ,  f r e s h ,  smoked or  d r i e d ,  f ~ r m e d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  

p a r t  of t h e  d i e t .  Clams were an important food item a s  

they  could Se pres2cved .  Oulachon f i s h ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i t s  o i l ,  was a  major item of d i e t .  k form of seaweed 

w , ~ s  c o l l e c t e d  and d r i e d ,  and served a s  seasoning or 3s a 

veyetaSle.  Crabs, z u s s e l s ,  cod, h a l i b u t ,  f i s h  eggs and 

C o the r  sea food were a l s o  c o l l e c t e d  f s r  food. l he re  were 

numerous v a r i e t i e s  of wi ld  b e r r i e s  i n  t h e  region.  They 

were c o l l e c t e d  a n h a t e n  f r e s h ,  and those  v a r i e t i e s  

amenable t o  ? reserv ing  w e r e  6 r i ed  i n  cakes fcr x i n t e r  



c o n s u m p t i o n .  Hemlock b a r k  a n d  a v a r i e t y  o f  c l o v e r  were 

a l s o  e a t e n .  

O n e  of t h e  o t h e r  m a j o r  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  a n d  

o n e  ~ ~ h i c i ~  p l 2 y e d  a  ti-ar:,endous r o l e  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  

w a s  t h e  red  c e d a r  (Thuys  g i g a n t i a ) .  T h i s  w a s  u s e d  f o r  

? o u s e s ,  S o a t s ,  c a r v i n g s  and c e r e m o n i a l  r e q a l i a ,  c l o t h i n g ,  

and  S a s k e t r y .  O t h e r  t rees  w e r e  u s e d  b u t  n o n e  w e r e  as 

i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e  r e d  c e ? a r .  

S e c a u s e  of t h e  a b u n d a n c e  of food a n d  m a t e r i 3 1  f o r  

h o u s i n g ,  t h e  I n B i q n s  had a n  e a s y  t i m e  p r o c u r i n g  the  

n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e ,  and t h e  r e s u l t a n t  l e i s u r l  t i m e  i s  

th.a k e y  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h s  d e v e l o p n e n t  of a r t s ,  

c r a f t s ,  s o c i a l  3 r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  c e r e m o n i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  

H i s t o r y  

P r i o r  t o  t h e i r  a c t u a l  c c n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  w h i t e  T a n ,  

t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  X w a k i u t l  t r d d e d  dith t he  S o o t k a  

of t h e  , ,es t  c o 2 s t  o f  V a n c o u v e r  I s l a n d  f o r  d u r o p e a n  g o o d s .  

5?eir "rst n o t e d  Lurc?ean c o n t a c t  W F ~ S  x i t h  Ca- , t a in  

V a n c c u v e r  i n  1 7 3 2 ,  when h z  c i r c u r n a v i 7 a t e d  V a n c o u v e r  I s l i n d .  

However ,  a m c s t  i m ~ o r t a n t  e v e n t  i n  the h i s t o r y  o f  

t h e  P a c i f i c  i \ !or thvnst  vas t 1 1 ~  VcyaCje o f  C a n t a i n  Ccok i n  



*. 
1773 along t h e  ;nest co2st  of vancouver I s l snd .  Although 

he d id  not meet t h e  Kwakwala s ~ e a k i n g  peos le ,  he picked 

u p  sea -o t t e r  p e l t s  on t h i s  t r i p ,  whizh were taken t o  

China a f t e r  h i s  death i n  t h s  Hawaiian Islan.ds,  where they 

were s o l 3  f o r  a  ' f abu lous '  p r i ce .  Nhen t h e  word reached 

Z n a l a n d  of t h e  value of t h e s e  p s l t s ,  s e v e r a l  expedi t ions  

s e t  out f o r  t r a d e .  The B r i t i s h ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

Bcstoni3ns mqde m3ny voyac~es f o r  f u r s ,  which t h e y  

t r a3ed  i n  China fsr  t e a s ,  s i l k s ,  e t c .  On one t r i ?  t h e  

cap ta in  could make s u f f i c i e n t  t o  r e t i r e .  PIUS t h e  t r z d e r s  

were g e n e r a l l y  ~ l a n n i 2 g  on ly  one t r i p ,  s o  they  took no 

pa ins  i n  developing Indian-bvhite r e l a t i o n s .  There were 

m2ny b a t t l e s ,  with 'a t tempted p i racy '  on both s i 3 e s .  This 

aspect  OF con tac t  had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on t h e  Indians ,  a s  

t h e  goods they  chose f o r  t r a z e  w2re simply a  rs9lacement 

f o r  t r a d i t i o n a l  i tems. The Kwakiutl were noted as  being 

e s p e c i a l l y  shrewd 5a rga ine r s .  

By t h e  end of t h e  e ighteenth  century ,  t h e  

s e a - ~ t t e r  ha3 begun t o  dwindle, and i n  t h e  decade 

1310 - 1 5 2 C  thz  few s'ni;s t h a t  a t t e ~ p t e d  t h e  voysge wzre 

takinrj  t h e  l e s s  va luable  l 2 n A  furs--l3n-? o t t e r ,  m i n k ,  

beavsr a n 3  marten. But with t71e rnerqer of t h e  K c r t h ~ ~ s s t  

C c ~ ~ a n y  an;7 the  Iiucison' s 3ay  C o ~ y n y ,  a new type of trclde 

beqqq. The i i u - i son '  s Bzy Company had a l r eady  had years  

of experience 4231 ing with Inc?i3ns whsn they  beqan 



e s t a h l  i c h i n a  t r a  'in(:! ~ m s t s  on the K c r t h w e s t  C c = j s t .  The 

f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a m m g  t h e  S c u t h e r n  i ' h a k i u t l  w a s  a t  ?art 

S u n n r t  i n  1?49.  %e Eur7snn's Bay  Czmpany s t o c k e d  m a i n l y  

s t a r l o  i t e m s ,  %eir ~ o l i c y  w2s cne of n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  

v i t h  n a t i v e  c v s t o m s .  However ,  t h e  v e r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  

of a s t e a d y  s o u r c e  o f  t r a s e  g o o d s  h a d  a n  i n f l u e n c e  on 

t h e  I n d i . 2 n s .  They  b e g a n  s e t t l i n g  a t  F o r t  ihper t  i n  

l a r g s r  a n d  l a r g e r  n u m b e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r .  A l t h o u g h  

t h e y  d i d  n o t  by t h i s  become o n e  p o l i t i c a l  or s c c i a l  u n i t ,  

there w a s  closer i n t e r a c t i o n  among s e v e r a l  t r ibes  t h a n  

h a d  h i t h e r t o  h e n  t h e  c a s e .  

.... u n  c o n f e d z r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Crown C o l o n y  of 
B r i t i s h  C o l u w b i a  w i t h  t h e  D o m i n i m  of Canada  
i n  1G71, C a n a d i a n  2 e d e r a l  l a w ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a  
I n d i a n  A c t ,  w e n t  i n t o  e f fec t ,  Z r c n  t h a t  
m o r e n t ,  I n d i a n s  o f  t h e  new P r o v i n c e  w e r e  
C a n a d i a n  n a t i o n a l s ,  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  
p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  I n d i a n  A c t ,  b u t  n o t  
C a n a d i a n  c i t i z e n s ,  I n d i a n  t i t l e  t o  t h e  l ? n d  
w a s  n o t  e x t i n g u i s 5 e d l  a n d  t h i s  f a c t  c r e a t e d  
p r o b l e m s  f o r  y e a r s .  2 

The I n d i a n s  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  r e m a i n  o n  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  

s i t e s ,  p r i o r  t o  C o n f e ? e r a t i o n ,  b u t  w e r e  n o t  c o r n p e n s a t e d  

f o r  t h e  l a n ?  t h e y  l o s t ,  A f t e r  t h e  a e r ? e r  of V a n c c u v e r  

I s l 3 n d  ? n 5  t h z  m a i n l a n d  i n  1 8 6 6  G o v e r n c r  James D o u g l 3 s  

q l l o c 3 t e d  scre l a r g e  r e s e r v e s  i n  t h e  F r a s e r  V a l l e y .  

A f t e r  c o n f e d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o l c n y  w i t h  C a n a d a ,  
t h e  D o r n i n i ~ n  i -overnrrcnt  a s s u i ~ e d  r e s s e n s i b i l i t y  
f o r  a h i n i s t r a t i ~ n  o f  t h e  I n d i a n s  a n d  u n d e r t o o k  
t o  p r o v i d e  t h e m  w i t h  a d e q u a t e  r e s e r v e s .  S i n c e  
s u c h  l a n d s  h a d  t o  Se t a k e n  from t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  
domain  a n d  became F e d s r a l  p r o p e r t y ,  P r o v i n c i a l  



a q r z e K e n t  was  e s s e n t i a l ,  F r o v i n c i a l  
a u t h o r i t i e s  ba lk? , '  a t  t u r n i n g  o v e r  a n y  
s u b s t a n t i a l  a r s a s .  They  h e l d  a l l  t h 2  I n J i a n s  
nea tded  w e r e  t h e  l 3 n d s  i n  ' ~ c t u a l  u s e ,  ' whi -h  
on  t h ?  co3st t h e y  3 e f i n 5 3  a s  v i l l a g e  s i t e s ,  
f i s h i n g  s t ? t i z n s ,  c z v e t e r i e s ,  ? n ?  t h e  l i k e ,  
i n  0 7 - c ~ i t i o n  t o  t h z  k x i n i r n  c o n c s p t  o f  a  
s u b s i s t e n c 3  t r a c t  o" 2 2  t o  1312 a c r e s  p e r  
f a m i l y .  3 

[ ~ n  1 9 1 d  a  X o y a l  C o - m i s a i ~ n  w a s  a r c o i n t e d  
t o  r e s t u d y  t h z  I n 3 i a n  l a n d  q u e s t i o n  i n  
B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h r e e  
y e \ a r s  t h i s  ,-o~,-r!ission a z c o m p l i s h e r 3  t h e  
e n o r m m s  t a s k  cf v i s i t i n g  e v e r y  I n 5 i a n  
v i l l a g c  or com-runi ty  i n  t h e  P r o v i n c e ,  
a p p r a i s i n g  i t s  r e s e r v e  or r e s e r v e s ,  a n d  
recommen2inq  c o n t i n u a n c e ,  a-:qitims t o ,  or  
d e 3 u c t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  r e s e r v e s  o f  e a c h  g r o u p .  
??nz f i n p i n g s  w e r e  e v s n t u 3 l l y  a c c e p t e d  S y  both 
P r o v i n c i a l  an-! I)or.ini-.n G o v e r n n e n t s ,  a n 9  form 
t h c  3 a s i s  of t h e  I n d i a n  r e s e r v e  s y s t e m .  

I n  t h e  X w a k i u t l  a r z a ,  t h e  f i r s t  L u r o p e a n s  t o  

a r r i v e  a f t e r  t he  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t he  H u d s o n ' s  Say 

Coapany  p c s t  ./:ere S p n c e r  a n 3  ?!us-n. They >:ere p i m s ~ r  

adventurers vhs a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a  i n  1 2 6 5  a n d  a t  f i r s t  

n l a n n e d  t o  r i n ~  c c a l  a t  E u y a s h .  There w a s  l i t t l e  s a l e  - 
, 

for co2l a t  t h e  t i m e ,  sc t h e y  d e c i d e d  t c  q o  i n t o  t h e  f i s h  

e u r i n g  b u s i n e s s .  As t h ?  mouth  of t h ?  i G i r n ~ k i s h  k i v e r ,  

w h i c h  xas t h ~  hctw of t h e  L i r t ?L i sh  t r i>e ,  was  u n s u i t a Y l ?  

for  l 2 n d i n g  l a r g e  3 o a t s ,  t h e y  s c t t l e g  on  C c r ~ c r a n t  I s l ~ n d ,  

a t  w h a t  i s  ncw A l e r t  E a y .  They  l e a s e d  t h e  i s l a n * ? .  frcrci 

t h e  q o v e r n v e n t  i n  1273 a n d  e s t 2 S l i s h e d  a s r i , a l l  s a l t e r y ,  

s a l t i n g  a n d  r n i l L 3 - c u r i n 7  s a l ~ , o n .  Idany of t h e i r  d e s c e n j e n  t s  

st.ill  l i v e  i n  k l z r t  3 a y .  



'i%e f i r s t  rnissicnary among t h e  5.  Kwakiutl was 

th2  dev. Alfred Jamcs H a l l ,  of t h e  Church L i s s ionary  

Soc ie ty  (Anglican) who s e t  up a  mission a t  Por t  ilupert i n  

1577. Fort  duper t  was a t  t h a t  time t h e  focus of Indian 

l i f e  because oE the  iiudson's 3ay s t o r e .  A t  t h e  reques t  

of Spencer and iduson, who wanted educat ion and t r a i n i n g  

f o r  the  Indians they  were employing, bir .  Hal l  moved t h e  

mission t o  A l e r t  i3ay i n  1F378. A l e r t  Bay w a s  and is on 

t h e  waterway f o r  a l l  boats  passing u p  and down t h e  c o a s t ,  

and thus  was more c e n t r a l  than Fort  Rupert. 

Spencer and Huson surrendered p a r t  of t h e i r  l e a s e  

i n t o  a r e s i f l e n t i a l  sch2cl  an? tauqht  day pun i l s  a s  wel l .  

Thus s o ~ e  form of .tiestern education has  been i n  ex i s t ence  

i n  A l , ? r t  Bay for n i n e t y  years.  

I n  1296-27 M r .  Hal l  was a b l e ,  with funds received 

from th-2 Church Mission Socie ty  t o  b u i l d  a  sawmill. 

The s e v e r a l  a i r s  of t h e  sawmill r.gere t h a t  i t  
would se rve  t o  teach t h e  I n d i a n s  a  new t r a d e ,  
s u ~ g l y  lurnber f o r  their. t o  b u i l d  h m s e s ,  and 
t o  b u i l d  a new school f o r  Indian boys. i 4 r .  
a a l l  wished t o  t e ~ ~ z h  h i s  charges t o  Seccme 
s e l f - s u ~ r o r t i n g  and havs homes of t h e i r  ow 
i n s t e a d  of l i v i n g  i n  t h e  conmunity houses. f: 

A small  genera l  s t o r e  was a l s o  b u i l t  i n  connection with 

the  sawmill. 

Fir. Hal l  learned  t h e  i<rrJakiutl l a n g u a ~ e ,  and 

t r a n s c r i b e d  it. He wrote a  grammar, and t r a n s l a t e d  p a r t s  



of the  d i b l e ,  t h s  Bt~olc of Conmon Prayer ,  and Hymns, which 

a r e  s t i l l  usec? i n  t h e  Anglican church. He vorkefi i n  A l e r t  

Bay f o r  t h i r  ty-two yea r s ,  

The f i r s t  mission teaching w a s  of t h e  " 3 ~ ' s . "  

Then t r a d e s  of the  western u t i l i t a r i a n  type  were 

introduced. N c  encouragement was given t o  Indian a r t i s t i c  

develcoment or  t h e  nznufacture of n a t i v e  " t r ade"  a r t i c l e s .  

Schgoling was a l s o  ained a t  c h a n ~ i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  

o rgan iza t ion ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  lornestic u n i t .  Concurrently,  

e f f o r t s  were made t o  convert  the  Inflians t o  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  

t h a t  i s ,  educat ion i n  r e l i g i o n  and cosmoloqy. 

The Annual Renort on Indiqn A f f a i r s  was f i r s t  

yu"lishe5 i n  1372, 2 n 3  con ta ins  a census of t h e  Kwakiutl 

Indians.  These r e n o r t s  a l s o  conta in  cornvents by t h e  

I n 6 i ~ n  Agent cn tho  ' p r o g r e s s '  of t h e i r  charges.  The 

a t t i t u : ? e s  of t h e  Indian l igents,  a s  those of t h e  

miss ionar i e s ,  were g e n e r a l l y  censorious of Indian customs, 

The 'r<~dakewlth' agency w3s f i r s t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  

For t  Zupert i n  1581, an3 was move3 t o  A l s r t  Say i n  1890 

a f t e r  r 'ort du;:ert burned down. T'he f i r s t  Agent, i3lenkinsop, b 

e 
; s t a t e d  i n  h i s  r z p r t  of 1361 t h a t  t h e  In3ians  were i n  an 
t- 

' a 2 a t h e t i c  s t a t e . '  It took only seventy years--from 

1810-20 when f u r  t r a S e r s  came, t o  1381 t o  achieve t h i s  

con5i t ion-- in  western terms. H e  meant by t h i s  t h a t  

a l t h ~ u g h  they  -.qorked hard an6 were g e n e r a l l y  i n d u s t r i o u s ,  



t h e y  bought g30ds which t h e y  then d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  9o t l aches ,  

r a t h e r  than saving them and a l l o c a t i n g  t h e i r  r e s m r c e s  f o r  

themselves over t h e  year.  Other r e p r t s  over t h e  yea r s  

emphasize t h a t  t h e  Lwakiutl a r e  hard-vorking, and 

i n d u s t r i o u s ,  t h e y  ' a r e  adverse t o  being t i e d  down t o  

anythina r e g u l a r '  and 'work hard but  not  sys temat ica l ly . '  

They a r e  ' i n d u s t r i o u s  but  not  p rogress ive , '  and ' t h e i r  

adjustment t o  t h e  new economic cond i t ions  was a c t u a l l y  o r  

p o t e n t i a l l y  success fu l  but it was not i ~ p e l l e d  by t h e  

proper mot iva t ions ,  goa l s ,  or  values.  ' Des?ite western 

v i e w s ,  a t  t h i s  poin t  t h e  c u l t u r e  of the  Indians  w a s  s t i l l  

v i a b l e ,  and was d i r e c t i n g  t h e i r  behavior.  

P r i o r  t o  1,371 law and order  was maintained along 

t h e  coas t  by s h i p s  of the  d r i t i s h  navy. B r i t i s h  Survey 

boa t s ,  hudson's  Bay Con.pany boa t s ,  and any o t h e r s  i n  t h e  

a r e a  were used t o  th rea ten  the  Indians.  I n  1358 t h e  

P rov inc ia l  2 o l i c e  were formed, and a  small s a i l i n g  c r a f t  

began t o  ~ a t r c l  t h e  coas t  about 1890. Abcut t h e  same tirr-e 

t h e  f i r s t  cons tab le ,  K r .  P h i l i ~  ? .oo l l aco t t ,  was s t a t i m e d  

i n  A l r r t  C a y .  He had some of the Indi3ns sworn i n  a s  

s p e c i a l  cons tab les  t o  n o l i c e  cu t ly ing  rese rves .  

The Kva!tiutl are2 w 3 s  very s g a r s e l y  pcyulated,  and 

s t i l l  is .  Some s e t t l e r s  moved i n t o  t h e  a rea  i n  the  l a t e  

l"Q0's a f t e r  ths o p n i n q  of the  f i r s t  Canadian r a i l r o a d ,  

an" there was an i n t e r m i t t a n t  i n c r s a s e  over many years .  



iloT.-~er~ar, f o r  t h e  InBians,  t h e  a r r i v 3 l  of t h e  I-Iudson's Eay 

Company i n  1949, t h e  missionary i n  1377, an? t h e  Indian 

Agent i n  1831, ve r?  the  most irn-ortsnt r ihi te  in f luences  

i n  the e a r l y  days. 

Co+ler.? h=is ? iv i3e$  Kwakiutl h i s t o r y  i n t o  t h r e e  

se- t ions :  The f i r s t ,  fram t h e  f i r s t  European con tac t  i n  

1792 t o  the  es tabl i shment  of t h e  Hudson's Bay For t  i n  1849, 

she terms t h e  Pre-Potlach period;  The sscond, from 1849 

t o  1921 "and t h e  onse t  of most unfavorable  economic 

, I  7 condi t ions  i . e .  t h e  beginning of t h e  depression,  she 

terms the  2ot lach  Period;  and t h e  t h i r d ,  t h e  Post  Pot lach  

Period from 1921 t o  t h e  time of her  l a s t  f i e l d  work i n  

1955. he w i l l  in t roduce a  f u r t h e r  p e r i c d ,  extending t o  

t h e  present  from 1951 when t h e  Indian Act was rev i sed ,  so 

no  r e fe rence  was made t o  pot laching  or  t h e  winter  

ceremcnial--which i s  cormonly r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  r epea l  of 

the  pot lach.  This v i l l  be r e f e r r e e  t o  a s  t h e  Contem~orary 

Period i n  t h i s  study. 



Soc ia l  Orqanization 

The Kwakiutl can be divided i n t o  s o c i a l  groups 

according t o  four  c r i t e r i a :  k inship ,  l o c a l i t y ,  rank,  an2 

ceremcnial p o s i t i o n .  7?e w i l l  dea l  f i r s t  with those based 

on k insh ip  and l o c a l i t y ,  and w i l l  then d i scuss  groupings 

by rank, an? ceremonial pos i t ion .  

U n i t s  of Socia l  O r a a n i ~ a t i o n  

The smal le s t  s o c i a l  u n i t  was t h e  nuclear  f a n i l y ,  

" t h e  man and wi fe ,  who u s u a l l y  belonged t o  d i f f e r e n t  

l ineages  an3 d i f f e r e n t  v i l l a g e s  and who l i v e d  together  

with t h e i r  unmarried c h i l d r e n  i n  a  g r e a t  house i n  which 

they  had t h s i r  own q u a r t e r s  and f i r e p l a c e .  "* Because 

s o c i a l  s t a t u s  was determined by  f a c t o r s  o the r  than 

nuclear  fami ly  membership, t h i s  u n i t  had l i t t l e  i q o r t a n c e  

f o r  s o c i a l  i d e n t i t y .  This w i l l  become c l e a r  a s  we proceed 

with a d iscuss ion  of t h e  l a r g e r  u n i t s ,  but  of p a r t i c u l a r  

importance i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  marriage p a r t n e r s  *;ere not  

chosen by t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  concerned, but  by t h e i r  pa ren t s ,  

with the  consent of t h e  numaym heads,  (a l though we have 

..rsons no evidence a s  t o  whether t h i s  he ld  t r u e  f o r  a l l  p- 

or only  those  of t h e  n o b i l i t y  ) .  

The secsnd s o c i a l  u n i t  was 

the  h c ~ ~ s e h o l d ,  which cons i s t ed  of couples and 
t h e i r  ch i ld ren .  The household was heade4 by 



a sen io r  male member of t h e  l ineage  t o  
which t h e  house belonged and f o r  t h e  most 
p a r t  cons i s t eq  c f  male members of t h e  
l ineage  with t h e i r  wives and ch i ld ren .  
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'The o r i q i n a l  hcuses  of t h e  Kwakiutl were immense 

s t r u c t u r e s ,  a s  much a s  s i x t y  f e e t  long, w i t ?  h ich  roofs .  

They d i d  not S u i l d  o ther  s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  s to rage  but  kept 

vqny preserved foo?s, e t c . ,  i n  t h e  house, on t h e  r a f t e r s  

an? i n  boxes, The head of each house l i v e d  wi th  h i s  x i f e  

and small ch i ld ren  i n  t h e  back ccrner  of t h e  house. The 

next  i n  rank,  h i s  bro ther  o r  a marr iez  son, l i v e d  i n  t h e  

o the r  back corner .  Other r ~ l a t i v e s  l i v e d  a l ~ n g  t h e  

w a l l s  toward t h e  f r o n t ,  with t h e  s l a v e s  s l ~ e s i n g  near the  

door. These severa l  f a m i l i e s  each had a  por t ion  

p a r t i t i o n e d  o f f  frorri t h e  next ,  w i t h  t h e i r  own f i r e ,  

p rov i s ions ,  u t e n s i l s .  They qenera l ly  cocked t h e i r  own 

meals, but  a  l a r g e  f i r e  i n  t he  c e n t r e  of t h e  hcuse was 

used f o r  spec iq l  occ?sions,  and  a s  a ga the r ing  p l a c e  f o r  

s t o r y - t e l l i n g  a n d  games. 

The i ~ d i r ~ i d u a l s  i n  the household were d iv ide2  i n t o  

d i s t i n c t  F 3 ~ i l y  u n i t s ,  but acted 50th i n d i v i d u a l l y  and 

coo1_;er3C_ively i n  pcr'orm2nce of t h e i r  t a s k s .  Children 

were cared fo r  by any and a l l  persons i n  t h e  househcld. 

-14clpticr?n ~ 3 s  v e r y  ~377~03. O r p h i ? n s  i n n e ~ 3 i a t e l y  

accopte? i n t o  a r e l a t i v e ' s  f q ~ i l y .  Gran3;-acsnts sFten 

a-lopted a grandchi ld  t o  r a i s e  a s  t h e i r  own, even i f  the 



p a r e n t s  were a l i v e .  Children had a  wide rmTe  of ca r ing  

a  ? u l t c :  t- ~ h m n  they T ' O U ~ ?  t u rn .  Thus t h e  household, 

w3ic'n was a l ineage  group of t h e  nurnap, w a s  a 

cocce ra t ive  u n i t ,  A l t h x q h  Boas s t a t e s  t h a t  l ineaqns  

O F  t'le nurn3y-r~ *qere not n e c e s s 2 r i l y  r e l a t e d ,  we have no 

f u r t h e r  evidence of the  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of the  var ious  

branches of the  numaw. Thus w e  cannot f u l l y  a s s e s s  the 

importance of t h e  household a s  a  focus of s o c i a l  i d e n t i t y .  
/ 

The t h i r d  s o c i a l  u n i t  was t h e  descent  group o r  

numaym, Boas enumerated one hundred numayrns i n  t h e  twenty 

t r i b e s  of the  Awakiutl. He es t imate?  an average of one 

hundred members i n  a  numaym, and f i v e  t o  e i g h t  hundred 

r z s i d e n t s  i n  a v i l l a g e .  

?'he numaym i s  t h e  fundamental u n i t  of the  
system. It i s  cha rac te r i zed  by having a  
p a r t i c u l a r  mythic geoqraf i ica l  g ~ i n t  OJ? 

o r i g i n ,  an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  with a  p a r t i c u l a r  
v i l l a g e  o f t2n  coinc id ing  with i t s  mythic 
l o c a t i o n ,  an3 by t h e  s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  
of i t s  mem3ers'nip according t o  rank and 
a u t h o r i t y ,  i f  a u t h c r i t y  i s  understood t o  be 
q u a l i f i e d  a t  a11 po in t s  by t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  
c o - q e r a t i o n  o= a l l  i t s  meinbers i n  t h e i r  
r e l 3 t i o n  wi th in  t h e  numaym a n d  with o the r  
nuv12yms , 7 8 2  

The nunap; ,  which rneans "of one kind" was t h e  

u l t ima te  u n i t  bovn? t o ~ e t h e r  by s t r i c t  s o c i a l  ob l iga t ion .  

It was the main p rc~per ty  hsMing  u n i t .  They oxned a n d  ha3 

r i g h t s  ta exc lus ive  use of hunt ing,  f i s h i n g ,  and be r ry  

grounJs. Aivers were 0-med by a  s p c c i f i c  group, and even 



t h e  ocean was -n.\rkec-: o f t  fro- lan3na-k t=r l3ndmsrk. 'his 

proper ty  was n ~ m i n a l l y  ovne3 by the  nurnayn h e a d ,  f o r  i t  

vzis h i s  r e s p o n s i 7 ~ i l i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  i t  and perform r i t e s  t o  

i n s u r e  i t s  cont inue3 p r3duc t iv i ty .  A l l  members of t h e  

group con t r ibu ted  to the? S u i l 3 i n g  cr maintenance of hcuszs ,  

f i s h  w s i r s ,  e t c . ,  and a l l  partook of t h e  b e n e f i t s  accruing 

from t h z s s  r e s w r c e s .  Zach fisherman gave h a l f  h i s  

c a t c h  t o  t h e  chief  of t h e  numaym. The ch ie f  w a s  

r e s 2 m s i S l e  f o r  fe2ding h i s  people when they  were i n  need. 

The sane ' t a x '  a?::lied t o  hunt ing and berry picking. Such 

proper ty  a s  S lanke t s  w a s  u s s d  co2pera t ive ly  i n  competit ion 

with o the r  t r i b e s ,  b u t  t h e  paraphenalia and p re rcga t ives  

of the n o b i l i t y  w e r e  s t r i c t l y  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c .  Some of 

t h e  numayms to?k t h e i r  naF,T  fro^ the l o c a l i t y  of o r i q i n ,  

and o t h e r s  from the  mythical ances tc r .  ?he o r i n i n  myth 

gen2r2l ly  qesc r ibes  how t h e  ancestor  came t o  a  s ~ s c i f i c  

l o c a l i t y ,  i n  t \ e  Form of an animal, from t h e  sky ,  s e a ,  

or underground; he tock o f f  h i s  a n i ~ a l  mask and 5ecanz 

a person. General ly  t h e  ances to r s  of d i f f e r e n t  numayms 

a r e  unre la ted  i n  t h e  myths. 

u i r e c t  descendents of the o r i g i n a l  ances to r  became 

t h e  n c b i l i t y ,  a n d  o t h e r s  acc2pted a s  memSers were the 

comnon people. That i s ,  a l l  members of a  numaym a r e  not 

n e c e s s a r i l y  considered blood r e l a t i v e s ,  a s  they  were not 

L a l l  d2sccnde4 frot~t t h e  o r i z i n a l  ances tor .  
11 

The numaym 
1 



w a s  o r i r i n a l l y  a v i l l a r j e  c o ~ a u n i t y  w h i c h ,  l u ~  t o  r e d u c t i c n  

i n  n u m b ~ r ;  o r  f o r  ? u r p s e s  o f  d e f e n c e ,  j o i n e d  a n o t h e r  

c c r r n u i ? i t y ,  f c r n i n y  a t r i 5 ~ .  T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  s t c r i e s  of 

t h e  ? i v i s i o n  o f  a numaym--often f i y h t i n g  ' x s t h e r s - - i n t o  

s e 2 a r a t e  g r o u p s .  

The f o u r t h  u n i t  C o 2 e r e  i d e n t i f i e s  i s  " the  v i l l a g e ,  

w h i c h  c o n s i s t e c ?  of a t  l e a s t  o n e  b u t  more o f t e n  s e v e r a l  
1 2  

a f f i l i a t e ?  n u m a ~ ~ s . "  3 o a s  d e f i n e s  t h i s  u n i t  as the 

t r ibe :  "The t r i b c s  are g r m p s  i n h a b i t i n g  o n e  w i n t e r  

v i l l z g e  a n 5  a c t i n g  o n  many o c c a s i o n s ,  a s  i n  w a r  or 

r i t u a l s ,  a s  u n i t s .  T h e y  a r s  v i l l a g e  c o ~ ~ m u n i t i e s  c f t e n  

b e a r i n g  t h ~  nams of t h e  l o c a l i t y  t h e y  i n h a b i t . " 1 3  ' ihe 

nurr,ayri r e t a i n e d  a c z r t a i n  d e q r e e  3f i n d e p e n Z e r i c e  i n  t he  

s e c t i o n  of l a n 3  f o r  h c ' u s i n g ,  etc.  ' I3e  triSes  ere wif!ely 

d i s p e r s e d  t h r c u g h z u t  t h e  ; < w a k i u t l  a r e a ,  a n d  a s  h a s  b e e n  

s t a t e 3  p r ~ v i c u s l y ,  t h e  K w a k i u t l  r e c o g n i z e d  n o  p o l i t i c a l  

u n i t  l a r ~ e r  t h 2 n  t h c  t r i b e .  L a n q u a g e  w a s  ' the o n l y  ccrrxon 

i d z n t i t y .  T h e r e  a re  t h r e e  s u b - d i a l e c t s  c f  t h e  K w a k i u t l  

l an ,?ua?e  i n  t h e  c o u t h e r n  r c ~ i c n :  L x a k i u t l ,  X a w i t i  z n 3  

i\;szkimz. Eeorle f r ~ r r ,  s e v e r s 1  v i l l a g e s  g a t h e r e d  b y  

i n v i t a t i o n  a t  o n ?  v i l l a g e  5 u r i n c  t he  x i n t e r ,  t o  t a k e  p a r t  

i n  p o t l a c h i n ?  an8?  :.7inter c e r e ~ o n i a l s .  O t h e r  t h a n  t a k i n q  

p a r t  i n  these  s c c i a l  e v e n t s ,  w h i c h  s e r v e d  t o  v a l i d a t e  

a s s u r i r t i c r ;  o f  ne.7 s o c i a l  s t 3 t u s e s ,  t h z r e  was  n o  s e n s e  of 





c u l t u r a l  o r  n a t i o n a l  i d c n t i t y  i n  a  c o l l e c t i v e  sense among 

t h e  Kwakiutl i n  e a r l y  days. 

The f i f t h  s o c i a l  u n i t  m3ntioned by Codere was 

" t h e  confederacy, which was t h e  u n i t i n g  of two o r  more 

v i l l a g e s  t o  form a  new v i l l a g e  .... know t h a t  

confederac ies  were e s t a b l i s h e 3  i n  h i s t c r i c a l  t imes a f t e r  
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1849." She i s  r e f e r r i n g  he re  t o  t h e  union of t h e  four  

Kwakiutl t r i b e s  a t  For t  Kupert with t h e  es tabl i shment  of 

t h e  Hudson's 3ay post .  A t  p resznt  i n  t h e  Kwakewlth Agency 

t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  bands which c o n s i s t  of more than one 

t r i b e ,  and t h e  s p e c i a l  case  of t h e  Ninpkish Band a t  Ale r t  

Bay, i n t o  which many I n d i z n s  from v a r i o u s  San2s have 
15 

t r a n s f e r  red. 

Band a rn3 lga~s t ion  i s  i n  accord wi th  the  
p o l i c i z s  of t h e  Indian A f f a i r s  Branch which 
f s e l s  t h a t  t h e  a ,Lv in i s t r a t ion  of Indian 
a f f a i r s  wcu.ld be g r e a t l y  s i m p l i f i e d  i f  a11 
I n d i ~ t n s  xe re  t o  l i v e  i n  a  s i n  l e  a rea  o r  s e t  

1% of a reas  i n  c l o s e  2roxirnity. 

Thus the  numaym i s  the fundamental u n i t  f o r  s o c i a l  

i d e n t i t y ,  a s  i t  i s  t h s  main u n i t  t h a t  owns r e a l  e s t a t e ,  

an3 i t  i s  t h e  s n l y  u n i t  t h a t  can t ransmi t  c r e s t s  and 

nares .  It i s  t h e  only u n i t  t h a t  confe r s  s t a t u s ,  and 

approval of major undertakings by a  nercber must be 

ai??rcved by t h e  e l d e r  members of t h e  numap. It has  

c o n t r o l  over t h e  e s t a b l i s h n ~ n t  of the  nuclear  family,  and 

thus  i s  of more i ~ ~ o r t a n c e  f o r  i d e n t i t y  than t h e  family 



u n i t .  

Rank - 
According t c  Boas t h e r e  a r e  659 name? p o s i t i o n s  

amcng t h e  ~ Q d a k i u t l .  Each of these  belongs t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

numayin. I n  t 3 e  h i s t o r i c a l  per iod  t h e  numayms were ranked 

wi th in  t % e  t r i b e ,  and the t r i b e s  were rankea i n  a  

pan- t r iSa l  h ierarchy.  The evidence from Bozs sugges ts  t h a t  

t h i s  i s  a r ecen t  develoynent. 

m e  names of t h e  head c h i e f s  go back t o  those 
of t h e  mythical  ances to r s  from whcm they  a r e  
s u y ~ o s e d  t o  be dascended by primogeniture.  
Those n e a r e s t  t o  them i n  rank a r e  descen,3ents 
of t h e  younger b r o t h e r s  among t h e  c h i l d r e n  of 
t h e  mythical ances tor .  The l i n e s  a r e  t h e  
lower i n  rank, the  ycunger they a r e ,  so t h a t  
t h e  names of i n d i v i d u a l s  descended from 
ymnges t  b r o t h e r s  thrcugh youngest c h i l d r e n  
a r e  of lowest rank. I n  one t a l e ,  i t  i s  even 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h c  yaungest of f i v e  b r o t h e r s  
'was not  taken c a r e  of Sy h i s  f a t h e r  an3 was 
l i k e  a s l a v e  o r  dog.'17 

'The s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  numayma i s  b e s t  understood 
i f  we d i s rega rd  t h e  l i v i n g  ind iv idua l s  and 
r a t h e r  consider  t h e  numayma a s  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  
c e r t a i ?  number of p o s i t i o n s  t o  each of which 
belongs a name, a ' s e a t '  o r  ' s t and ing  p l?ce ,  ' 
t h a t  means rank an2 p r i v i l e g e s .  Their  number i s  
l i m i t e d ,  and they  form a  ranked n o b i l i t y . .  . . 
These names and s e a t s  a r e  t h e  ske le ton  of t h e  
numayma, and i n d i v i d u a l s ,  i n  t h e  course of t h e i r  
l i v e s ,  may occupy var ious  p c s i t i o n s  andlxith 
these t ake  the  names belonging t o  them. 

A t  t he  head of t h e  num?yma i s  the  'head c h i e f '  . . . . - A 1 1  those of lcwer rank a r e  addressed by 
cour tesy  a s  ' c h i e f s , '  somewhat i n  the manner of 
our address  ' S i r , '  but  they  a r e  d i s t ingu i shed  
from t h e  hea:i c h i e f s ,  an? rerha?s thcse  nea res t  
i n  rank t o  him, a s  'lo-der c h i e f s '  o r  'new c h i e f s .  '19 



Class  

There vere  t h r e e  r e c q n i z 2 3  c lasses2 '  of people: 

t h e  p o s i t i o n  h c l d e r s ,  or n o b i l i t y ;  t h o r e  wi th  no p o s i t i c n s ,  

or the  connoners: and t h e  s laves .  The s l a v e s  were 

q e n z r a l l y  p r i soners  of war an3 were regarded a s  p ro re r ty :  

as  such they  were not p a r t  of the  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The 

commoners were of t h e  l i n e s  of youngsr b r o t h e r s  of noble 

f ami l i e s .  A s  t h e  t i t l e s  passe3 down i n  a  l i n e  of 

p r i~nogen i tu re ,  t h e  yccnger rnenbers rece ived  l s s s e r  p o s i t i o n s ,  

and thus  had l e s s  t o  pass on t o  t h e i r  ch i ld ren .  Comnoners 

were, however, bound t o  n o b i l i t y  by k insh ip  t i e s ,  a s  wel l  

a s  the  t i e s  of conaon nurnaym, as soc ia ted  a s  it was with 

possession of property.  

There was a d i s s i m i l a r  l i f e  s t y l e  betwezn t h e  

n o S i l i t y  a n d  c~mrncners. Ind iv idua l s  who were due t o  

' i n h e r i t  high p o s i t i o n s  were t r e a t e d  g i f f e r e n t l y ,  and 

were expectez t c  behave d i f f e r e n t l y  from o t h e r s ,  even a s  

ch i ld ren .  They were i n s t r u c t e d  from e a r l y  childhood i n  

t h e  t r a 3 i t i o n s  and a t t i t u d e s  proper t o  a l e a d e r ,  and 

thereSy g i v e n  t h e  self-image t h a t  s e t  them a p a r t ,  y e t  made 

them "of"  t h e  numayn. 

P o l i t i c a l  Authc r i ty  

The man occu.rying the  ' f i r s t '  p o s i t i o n  i n  each 

numaym, r a t h e r  than ' c h i e f , '  could b e t t e r  be c a l l e d  



I r e n r e s e n t a t i v e '  or  ' f i ~ u r e h e a d '  f o r  t h e  group, as  he had 

l i t t l e  a u t h c r i t y .  The onqoing positicn--descenc?ed from 

t h e  o r i g i q a l  ancestor--was more important than t h e  

incumbent. The ' c h i e f '  t r a a i t i o n a l l y  was t h e  o l d e s t  c h i l d  

of the  person previous ly  holding t h e  h ighes t  p o s i t i o n  

wi th in  a given group. H s  could be head of an extended 

family,  inc luding  r e l a t i v e s  of l e s s e r  rank,  and s laves .  

He could a l s o  be head of h i s  numaym, o r ,  a s  head of the  

h ighes t  ranking nunaym i n  a v i l l a g e ,  head of t h e  t r i b e .  

Congruent with t h e  s t rong ly  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  
tone of Kwakiutl s o c i e t y  i s  the  aSsence of any 
s t r o n g l y  c e n t r a l i z e d  p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  or  any 
l e g a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The p o s i t i m  of ch ie f  i s  
mainly h o n o r i f i c  and r e l 2 t i v e l y  devoid of 
p o l i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y .  A c h i e f ,  a s  c o ~ i n g  from 
a  noble family i n  which t h e  chieftains hi^ i s  
h e r e d i t a r y ,  i s  t h e  spearhead of i n t e r t r i b a l  and 
inter-nurnaym r i v a l r y  because h i s  a r e  t h e  h ighes t  
names and t h e  most honored prerogat ives .  A t  t h e  
head of a l l  t h z  numaps i s  the  g r e a t  ch ie f  of 
t h e  t r i b e ,  hcmored because by b i r t h  he i s  t h e  
h inhes t  r2nking ind iv idua l  i n  t h e  t r i b e .  H i s  
func t ions ,  t o = ,  a r e  n c n p l i t i c a l  except  t h a t  he 
may be ins t rumenta l  i n  organizing a  competi t ive 
~ o t l a c h  wi th  a  r i v a l  t r i b e .  I n  genera l  t h e  
a u t h o r i t y  of a  ch ie f  i n  l e g a l  ma t t e r s  i s  
non-specif ic .  On many occasions,  a s  when a 
ch ie f  wishes t o  g ive  a potlach t o  t h e  t r i b e s  or  
t o  t3ke a  wi fe ,  he c o n s u l t s  the  o ther  members 
of t h e  numayn o r  c a l l s  together  the o the r  c h i e f  
of the  t r i b e .  but ,  t h e  men c a l l e d  together  
have an eccnonic p r e s t i g z  s t ake  i n  the  
t r ansac t ion .  

The numaym, on t h e  o ther  hand, has  a  number 
of regulcitory FoT.cers over i t s  o m  nembers s ince  
it can r e f u s e  t o  surpor t  a  p ro jec ted  marriage 
or a pot lach.  I n  a d ? i t i s n  the  n ? m h r s  of t h e  
numayr, can check a  ch ief  who becomes overbearing 
and too  a u t c c r a t i c ;  they can k i l l  him without 
incur r ing  t h e  venTesnqe of any un i t ed  c h i e f l y  



c l a s s ,  The mur3er of the  ch ie f  f a l l s  i n  l i n e  
with t h c  a t t i t u 3 e s  of t h e  c u l t u r e ,  which 
though ~ e r m i t t i n g  the  ind iv idua l  q r c a t  leob~ay 
i n  express ing  h i s  perscnal  (3lory never the less  
draw the  l i n e  a t  overdcing. 

?or d i spu tes  wi th in  t h e  group, a c t i o n  i s  
taken only by t h e  p r i n c i p a l s  involved. 
Trespassers  on numayl-n proper ty  niay be k i l l e d  
by any member of the  numaym, t h e  ac t ion  being 
i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  and spontaneous. 2 1  

Tihe Kwaltiutl then a r e  an acephalous people,  There 

i s  no m m  o r  grou? of men xho can d i c t a t e .  An ind iv idua l  

i s  f r e e  t o  d i s r e g a r d  t h e  s ta tements  made by the  c h i e f ,  

f r e e  t o  go h i s  own way wi th in  t r a d i t i c n a l  bounds, 

respons ib le  f o r  h i s  ovn actions--and respons ib le  f o r  

r i g h t i n g  wrongs dcne him, perha9s with t h e  he12 of h i s  

numaym. 

The Fot lach 

The method of assuming an i n h e r i t e d  rank i s  t h e  

p t l i . c h ,  or  3 i s t r i b u t i o n  of r r o ~ e r t y .  The underlying 

yrinci; le of t h s  pot lach  i s  t h e  in te res t -Sea r ing  investment 

of p r o ~ e r t y ,  

A newSorn c h i l d  i s  given t h e  name of t h e  l o c a l i t y  

w3ere it i s  born. ,%hzn he i s  t en  m2nths old ona of h i s  

r e l a t i v e s  g i v e s  a  paddle or  mat t o  each member of t h e  c l a n  

and he i s  given a  neli n2me. $then a  boy i s  about t en  or 
i 
1 twelve years  o l d  he pre2ares  t o  take a  new name. He 
I 

5orrows b l3nkets  f r o r  o lde r  t r i b e  n;embers, which he must 

repay a f t e r  one year wi th  one hundre2 percent  i n t e r e s t .  



I n  June the  Soy d i s t r i b u t e s  these  b lanke t s  t o  members of 

the  t r i b e .  Af ter  t h i s ,  whenever a  t r i b e  member 

d i s t r i b u t e s  b lanke t s ,  he g ives  t h r e e  t imes a s  many t o  the  

boy a s  he rzceived.  The people g e n e r a l l y  repay the  boy 

wi th in  a  rn~nth .  H e  loans  thsse  ( say  t h r e e  hundred) 

b lanke t s  out  f o r  one year.  A t  t h e  end of t h e  year he 

c o l l e c t s  them ( s i x  hundred) and pays h i s  o r i ~ i n a l  debt 

p l u s  i n t e r e s t  ( t ~ j o  hundred) ,  a t  a  f e s t i v a l  i n  t he  s t r e e t  

when a l l  t h e  numayms he borrowed  fro^ a r e  p resen t ,  P r i o r  

t o  the  repayinent he i s  not  allowed t o  take  p a r t  i n  f e a s t s ,  

bu t  a f t e r  t h i s  he may d i s t r i b u t e  proper ty  and ob ta in  a 

pot lach  name. Usually a t  t h i s  time t h e  f a t h e r  g ives  up 

h i s  pc t lach  s e a t  an3 t akes  h i s  place among t h e  o ld  men. 

This ' r e t i r e m e n t '  a u s t  be sanct ioned by a  numaym counci l .  

P o s s e s s i m  of wealth i s  ccnsi3ered honorable,  
an3 i t  i s  thz  endeavour of each Inbi2n t o  acqu i re  - 
a f3r tune .  i3ut i t  i s  not a s  much the  possession 
of weal th a s  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  g ive  g r e a t  f e s t i v a l s  
which makes wealth a  d e s i r a b l e  o b j a c t  t o  t h e  
Indian,  A s  t he  boy acqu i res  h i s  ssccnd name and 
man's e s t a t e  by means of a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
p r o s e r t y ,  which i n  courss  c f  t i s e  w i l l  r e v s r t  t o  
him with i n t e r e s t ,  t he  man's name acqu i res  
g r e a t e r  weight i n  the c ~ u n c i l s  cf t h e  t r i b e  and 
g r e ~ t e r  rencwn arxong tha  :;hole g e o ~ l e ,  a s  he i s  
a b l e  tc d i s t r i b u t e  xore and more pro?er ty  a t  
each subsequent f e s t i v a l .  Ynerefcre boys and 
men a r e  vying with each other  i n  t h e  a r r a n g m e n t  
of g r e a t  i i i s t r i 5 u t i m s  of p r o ~ e r t y .  3oys of 
d i f f e r e n t  c l a n s  a r e  p i t t e d  aga ins t  each o ther  by 
t h e i r  e l d e r s ,  an? each i s  exhorted t o  do h i s  
utmsst t o  outdo h i s  r i v a l ,  And as  the  boys 
s t r i v e  a g z i n s t  each o t h e r ,  s o  do t h e  c h i e f s  and 
t h e  whole c l a n s ,  zn3 t h e  one o b j e c t  of t h e  
Indians i s  t o  outdo h i s  r i v a l .  Formerly f e a s t s  
of Sravery ccunted a s  wel l  a s  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  of 



property,  but  nowadays, a s  the  Indians  say,  
" r i v a l s  f i g h t  with proper ty  only." The c l a n s  
a r e  thus  p e r p s t u a l l y  p i t t e d  a g a i n s t  each 
o ther  according t o  t h e i r  rank. I n  i n t e r t r i b a l  

D i f f e r e n t  t r i b e s  have s p e c i f i c  

T,he ; # i n t e r  Ceremonial 

There were s e v e r a l  s e c r e t  s o c i e t i e s  among t h e  

Kwakiutl. A person i n h e r i t e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  be i n i t i a t e d  

i n t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  ranked p o s i t i o n  i n  one of t h e  s o c i e t i e s .  

In  the  winter  when t h e  ceremonies were i n  progress ,  people 

usea t h e i r  ' s a c r e d '  names and it was an offense  t o  c a l l  

sorceone by h i s  orciinary name. The Cannibal or Hamatsa 

S x i e t y  was t h e  h ighes t  ranking, Others were t h e  Fools,  

- - 
t he  Gr izz ly  Bears, Sea-Lions, K i l l e r  bA/hales, e t c .  

The idea  behind t h e  winter  c ~ r e r n o n i a l  is  t h a t  

var ious  supernatura l  beings v i s i t  t he  t r i b e  during t h e  

winter .  Thzy take  men and women away wi th  them, an3 the  

purpose of the  winter  dances i s  t o  r ecap tu re  these  people 

and, s i n c e  they  havz becorr,e l i k e  t h e i r  c a p t o r s ,  t o  r s s t o r e  

them t o  a  human cozdi t ion .  
23 

Lvery year one member of t h s  t r i S e  prcrnises t o  

g ive  t h e  ceremony, a s  i t  i s  f e l t  t h?  t r i S e  w i l l  s u f f e r  

otherwise.  This i s  o f t e n  given i n  c o n j u n c t l m  \ r ~ i L i ~  

payment of marriage o r  pot l3ch debt a s  i t  i s  very 

expensive an3 saves the  g ive r  p3ync-nt f o r  two cerernoi~ies. 

j The s o c i z l  or'rranizaticn of t h e  t r i% changes i n  



t h e  winter .  The groups of pecple a r e  t h e  perfcrmers ,  

t h e  o rgan ize r s ,  and t h e  u n i n i t i a t e d .  The f u n c t i o n a r i e s  

and perfcrmers a r e  grouped nc t  according t o  k insh ip  t i e s ,  

but  acczrc?.ing t o   IF dancing s o c i e t y  t o  which they  belong. 

The perfnrmers a r e  c a l l e d  t h e  Sea l s ,  and t h e  o rgan ize r s  

t h e  Sparrows. The Seals  a r e  c?ivided i n t o  two grcu?s: 

t h c s c  who a r e  Cannibals and those who a r e  no t ,  The 

Cannibal ceremony i s  a  major one and 3.11 t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  

minor. m e  Sparrows a r e  d iv ide3  i n t o  s e v e r a l  groups 

base3 on age and sex. These do not  func t i cn  a s  groups i n  

t h e  sacred ceremonies, b u t  soxetimes serve  a s  t h e  l i q h t  

accompaninent t o  o t h e r  ceremonies. Although the  named 

grGups of Sparrows a r e  based on and descr ibed  i n  t e r n s  

of age, yccnger men a r e  found i n  groups with o lde r  men, 

and t h e r s  i s  no automatic advancement with age, The Fools 

and Gr izz ly  dea r s  a c t  a s  ~ o l i c e m e n  during t h e  Cannibal 

ceremony, punishing anyme who t r a n s g r e s s e s  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  r u l e s .  

The 2erformers of t h e  m3jcr c e r e ~ ~ s n i a l  may 
belong t o  d i f f e r s n t  numayma o r  even d i f f e r e n t  
t r i b e s ,  Most c f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  acquired 
i n  marr iage,  b2ing given t o  them by t h e i r  
fa thers- in- law.  The Cannibal dancers ,  a s  wel l  
a s  a l l  o the r  dance grcups,  each of which fcrms 
a  s o c i a l  u n i t  during t h e  c e r c m m i a l s ,  a r e  i n  
no way r e l a t e d  am3ng thense lves ,  e i t h e r  by 
descent or  by a c q u i s i t i o n  of t h e i r  p s i t i o n  by 
marriage. Nevertheless ,  w h ~ n  dancers a r e  
ca l le - '  t.r, yerfcrm, they  nay be c a l l e d  up i n  
t h e  orcier of nurriayxa t o  which they  belong. 
The ccnd i t ions  an,-ncj t h e  Sparrcws clre d i f f e r e n t ,  



because t h e i r  p c s i t i c n s  a s  o f f i c e r s  a r e  
s t r i c t l y  deterri ine? by p t r i l i n e a l  descent 
i n  t hc  m a 1 2  l i n e  and accor5ing t o  
pr i ~ ~ s g e n i t u r e ,  Females, even i f  f i r s t - b o r n ,  
cannot o f f i c i a t e .  24 

Marriaqe and Xinshin 

The k insh i?  eyster? of t h e  Xwakiutl i s  

" c o n s i s t e n t l y  b i l a t e r a l ,  w i t h ~ u t  3 i s t i n c t i o n  between 

25 
pa te rna l  and maternal l i n e s . "  Marri3.qe i s  u s u a l l y  

ou t s ide  t h e  n u m 3 p  e x c ~ p t  i n  a  few cases  where Fersons of 

noble b i r t h  marry i n t o  t h e i r  ov.47n group t o  prevent 

d i s p e r s a l  of p re roga t ives ,  A person can i n h e r i t  names 

and p ~ s i t i o n s  frqm both p a r e n t a l  l i n e s .  ~ e s i d e n c e  i s  

g e n e r a l l y  p a t r i l c c a l ,  al though i n  some cases  t h e  grczm 

works f o r  father- in- law f o r  a  number of yea r s  a f t e r  

marriage.  

The i 5 e z l  marriage,  i n  t h e  mind of t h e  Ind iens ,  
i s  t h a t  of a  man and a  g i r l  of equal rank, . . .  
According t o  t h e  ex r ress ions  used by the  
Awaiciutl, a  wife  i s  'ob tz ined  i n  >Jar' frorn a  
fo re ign  t r ibe. . . .The f i c t i m  i s  maintained i n  
t h e  a c t u a l  marriage ceremonies, which 
occas iona l ly  include a  shat-r. b a t t l e  between t h e  26 
b:ooing p a r t y  and t h e  r e l a t i v e s  of t h e  b r ide , . . ,  

Xarr iaqe i s  ccn3ucted on t h ?  b a s i s  of thz  pc t lach .  A n  

aqreemznt i s  r e a c h ~ d  between the  p2ren t s  a s  t o  t h e  "p r i ce . "  

A r e t a i n e r  i s  ?aid Sy t he  urcom's r e ~ r e s e n t 2 t i v e s .  

The a c t u a l  cererr.cny involves q iv ing  t h e  agreed 

UnZn " r r i c e , "  plus  ex t ra  S l = n k e t s  t h a t  " l i f t  t h e  p r incess  

f r m  +h? f l n o r  of the  hcuse" tc t h z  b r i 2 e 1 s  family.  >:hen 



t h e  'bride i s  given t o  t h e  g r m n ' s  pa r ty  he r  f a t h e r  g ives  

he r  b lankets  an$ houschcl?, a r t i c l e s ,  t h a  value cE which 

i s  o f t en  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  which t h e  g r o 0 ~ ' s  farcily has  

given ' h i ~ n ,  The b r i d z ' s  f a t h e r  may give a co_n?er, names, 

and p r i v i l t q e s ,  but t h i s  payment i s  mzre u s u a l l y  given 

a f t e r  t h e  S i r t h  of a  c h i l d .  General ly  a f t e r  t h s  b i r t h  

of a  c h i l z  t h e  b r i d e  p r i c e  i s  repaid ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of fcod,  

househol3 a r t i c l e s ,  and a coFrer and ceremonial p r i v i l s z e s .  

The groom's or icj inal  paF?nt i s  t h e  only  one nade i n  

"money" ( i  .e,  b l a n k s t s )  . 
After  repayrsent cf t h e  marri3cjc debt t h e  con t rac t  

I 

i s  f u l f i l l e d  an2 t h c  n3rci3y? m3y be endeb. I n  t h ?  case  

of some noble women, t h e y  re turned  home and were 

remarr ied t o  a t o t a l  OF f s u r  t imes,  thus  a t t a i n i n ?  a very 

hiyh rank. Other:=~ise i f  t h e  wife cont inue?  t o  s t a y  with 

her husband she i s  s t ay ing  ' f o r  nothin? '  and t h i s  i s  not 

diqnif is13.  I n  t h i s  case  a  nsw con t rac t  i s  made i n  t h e  

same way, but g e n e r a l l y  x i t h  l e s s e r  payrr83nts. 

2'he advance i n  s o - i z l  rank a r i s i n ~  from t h e  
pot lach  fq?a tu res  sf th13 marriage often 
overshadows e n t i r e l y  t h e  p r i ~ a r y  c b j e c t  of 
the  n;arri;r,-. , n?rr,zly, t h e  establ ishm2nt  of 
a  family.  Ins tead  of t h i ~ ,  t h e  t r 3 n s f e r  of 
n a m s  an3 p r i v i l e ~ e s  Secornes the  ~ r i m a r y  
ccns i3e ra t ion ,  a n d  f i c t i t i m s  n a r r i a ~ e s  a r e  
per'orme.3, th- s o l ?  objec t  of -.*:hich i s  t h e  
t r a n s F e r  of nanes and ~ r i v i l ~ e ~ e s . .  . . 27 

i%rr iagss ,  a t  l e a s t  amcng thz  no?) i l i ty ,  a r e  

arranged Sy t h e  nar5nts  T . ~ i t h  t h s  ccncurrcnce of t h e  



numaym. I n  many c a s e s  t h e  b o y  a n ?  n i r l  who a re  tc; be 

m s r r i e d  d o  n o t  l z 3 . r n  a b o u t  it u n t i l  t h e  d a y  S e f o r c  t h e  

a c t u a l  c s r z ~ , o n y .  ?heir w i s 3 s s  a r z  not c o n s i < e r e d  i n  t h e  

t r a r , s a c t i o n s .  And i? nne c a s e ,  t h e  S q  .:hc w a s  b e i n q  

m a r r i e d  w a s  n o t  e v e n  ? r e s e n t  a t  t h e  c2remony--he  w a s  t o o  

young .  23 I b i r r i a g e s  :.dii:h .dere n o t  v r l i d a t e d  by a p o t l a c h  

w e r e  n o t  r e c o g n i z e d ,  an3 t h e  I n d i a n s  c a l l e 3  s u c h  

a r r 2 n 7 e r n e n t s  ' s t i r k i n  j tc:et%er l i k e  d o g s .  ' 29 W e  h a v e  

m a r r i a g e s  were. 

'J%~IS m a r r i a g e ,  a t  l.e.;?st f o r  t'7e n c ' j i l i t y ,  c a n  Se 

s e e n  a s  a f u n c t i o n  o f  the numaym, an.-: d e r i v e s  frzm t ? ~ e  
4 

r-!urn.jp i t s  s 3 z i 3 1  i 5 e n t i t y .  'That is, p o s i t i c , n s  i n  o n e  

numaym were " m a r r i e d "  t o  p o s i t i o n s  in anothsr  numziym, 

w i t h  l i t t i e  c o n 5 i 2 n r 2 t i o n  of t h e  i n d i v i d ~ a l s  i n v o l v s d ,  

e x c e p t  i n  t h e i r  r e p t a t i o n  for  b e i n g  able t o  m a i n t 2 i n  

t i l z i r  ~ o s i t i o n  t h r o u g h  p z r s o n a l  e f f o r t s  a n d  the  

v i r g i n i t y  d e p e n d e d  ncre u g a n  f a m i l y  s u f z r v i s i n n  th31-1 a n y  

i q i : ~ r r ~ ~ l i , z e d  moral r e s t r a i n t .  



IJiarit31 i n f i d e l i t y  was ignored s o  long a s  it was 

done q u i e t l y  s c  a s  not t o  p v 7 ~ l i c l y  ? i sg race  t h e  spouse. 

Zven t h i s  was a n a t t e r  of fzrr.ily n3me r a t h e r  thqn 

in:?ivi~:Iual n o r a l i t y .  The husband might bea t  h i s  wife  

if he focaz c u t ,  but the re  were g e n z r a l l y  no s e r i o u s  

repercuss ions .  I n  f a c t ,  Charley N o - $ 3 1 1  t s l l s  of a n  

i n z i f c n t  vhere t h z  hus3and knew of h i s  w i f e ' s  a d u l t e r y  

2nd d i ? n ' t  rn ins ,  bccausa Charley was rji-ling t h s  wife  

money. 31 General ly  t h e  men gave t h e  I ismen rm-ney % r i n g  

t h z s e  a f f a i r s .  It wzs a d isgrace  f 2 r  an unmarried g i r l  

t o  havz a baSy, but  t h e r e  were f e w  inc idences  of t h i s  

a s  i n f a n t i ~ i f i e  an? a % r t i m  were p rac t i ced .  

for  a  boy t hey  put the  minia ture  of the  t c c l s  of a !m3n13 

? r a f t .  .'it c h i l d b i r t h  t h e  mother was a t tended by h e r  

There wzre many r i t e s  f o r  t h e  newborn baSy. 



Parznts  exyrcsszd t h e i r  wish t h a t  a  c h i l d  become, f o r  

example, an exper t  canoe mzk-r ,  by ~ i v i n g  an e x ~ e r t  i n  

t h e  c r a f t  p a r t  of the  umbi l ica l  cord t o  wear while  

he i s  -.ror.kin~. YAey a l s o  ai22lied ' p o t i c n s '  of var ious  

b i r d  and animal p a r t s  t o  t h e  baby: f o r  e x a n , ~ l e ,  i f  p u  

p lace  r i g h t  forepaw of a s q u i r r e l  on t h e  r i g h t  ~ a l m  of 

t h e  baby, it w i l l  bec0rr.e a good climber.  I f  ycu ;lace 

b lanke t s  an3 c l o t h i n g  i n  t h e  c r a 6 l e ,  or  a  p a r t  of the  

umbi l ica l  cord i n  a  box of b l3nkzts ,  t h e  baSy w i l l  become 

wealthy. The pa ren t s  ha$ d e f i n i t e  views of what they 

wanted f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  an9 took ste,-s a s  soon a s  t h e  

baby was hcrn t c  a s su re  t h e i r  f r u i t i o n ,  but a s  we s h a l l  

see  l a t e r ,  t h e  only s t e p s  taken \:ere i w i ~ i c a l .  

Chilr7ren were bound t o  t h e  c r a d l e ,  with t h e i r  arms 

and l e g s  r e s t r i c t e d ,  f r ~ i r ,  b i r t h  t o  about twc yzar s  of age. 

They w e r e  taken out  only t o  be wasbed and c h a n ~ e d .  T"e 

c r a q l e  hung from a  han3y branch or a  pos t  i n  t h e  house so  

t h a t  t h e  baby c x l 5  e z s i l y  be  r~)cF:sC! ::herr he c r i e d .  

Chil3ren hiere b r e a s t  f ed  f o r  a s  long a s  t h r e e  years .  [/hen 

t h e  moth+r f e l t  i t  was t i~rie t o  wean t h e  baby she put a  

b i t t e r  substance on h s r  Lreas ts .  T o i l e t  t r a i n i n g  involved 

shoxing t h e  c h i l d  t h e  use of a chamber r o t ,  2ncl tak ing  

t l - 1 2 ~  t o  t7-12 5 e a z h   hen an 33ul t  was going t~ defeca te .  

They were n D t  punished f c r  m s e i n g  t h e n ~ e l v e s .  L i t t l e  

a t t e n t i o n  was paid t o  them wet t ing  t\e bed h c a u s e  it w s s  



f e l t  t h a t  a  p r s o n  Z i 3  not know what he was doing when 

he was as lzep .  Pa ren ta l  a t t i t u d e s  towarc? c h i l d  t r a i n i n g  

were g e n e r a l l y  calm and non-?unitive. 

t la l l iday ,  whose b i a s  i s  ev iden t ,  s t a t e s  t h a t  

... t h e  Indians have a b s c l u t e l y  no p a r e n t a l  
c o n t r c l  over t h s i r  ch i l3 ren .  The c h i l d r e n  
a r e  i n  t h e  cond i t ion  of the  I s r a e l i t e s  i n  t h e  
t i n ?  of t h e  Judges,  each on2 dzing what is  
r i g h t  i n  h i s  own eyes,  and they  p r a c t i c a l l y  
mzna3e and c o n t r o l  themselves. n e y  a r e  not  
obl iged  t o  keep regu la r  hours ,  an3 i f  they  
have any money they  squander it on what 
p l s a s e s  t h e i r  fancy, a cons i2erable  por t ion  
being spent  on a l l  kinds of €09" which may 
be very n ice  and very enjoysble ,  but  a r e  not 
s u i t a % l ?  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  a n 3  the  garen52 s a y  
nothinq i n  t h e  way of advis ing  th3m. 

Ibie w i l l  d i scuss  t h i s  p i n t  i n  t h e  ccntem2orary s i t u a t i o n ,  

but i t  i s  i m ~ o r t z n t  f o r  an examination of i d e n t i t y  t o  

note the  s t ronq  r e s p e c t  f o r  the  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r i q h t  t o  

make h i s  own decisions--even a s  a  c h i l d .  

Specia l  r i t e s  were performed a t  puberty f o r  a  g i r l .  

She was secluded and had t o  obssrve many taboos.  Af ter  

her  sec lus ion ,  her  f a t h e r  gav! a pc t l ach  t o  c e l e b r a t e  h i s  

d a ~ q h t e r ' s  coning of age. She was thsn  considered r zady  

fo r  marriage.  For a Soy, i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  a  dancing 

scc i ,? ty ,  or  i n h e r i t a n c e  of a  pot lach  s e a t  were t h e  mijjcr 

ch2nge of voicz ldas looke-; uron a s  Seing s imi l3 r  t o  a 

g i r l ' s  f i r s t  rrienstruation. 3oys were g e n e r a l l y  not 

married u n t i l  t h s y  were about twenty, whi l?  g i r l s  were 
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married s h o r t l y  a f t e r  puberty.  

iir7vcat i on 

Sducation i s  a  prccess  of f i t t i n g  a  ch i13  f o r  h i s  

a d u l t  rc l?  i n  s o c i s t y .  I n  fwak iu t l  s c c i e t y  c h i 1 3 r e n 1 s  

gazss  were pa t te rned  on t h e i r  adu l t  r o l e s .  Parents  made 

small  5o;.~s an? arrows, spears  a n 3  canoes f o r  t h e  boys. 

Many oE t h z i r  'games' involved a c t u a l  ca tch inc~  of f i s h  

and small  b i r d s .  Others of t h e i r  games were endurance 

t e s t s  3esigned t o  make them brave f o r  warfare.  They were 

encourage3 i n  p lay  pot laches  by t h s i r  r e l a t i v e s  and were 

to13  the  proper way t o  conchct these .  S t o r i e s  were t o l d  

by tha a l d  men around t h e  evening f i r e .  h r i n g  i n i t i a t i o n  

i n t o  a  s e c r e t  s o c i e t y  Soys were given more f c r ~ ~ a l  

i n s t r u c t i o n ,  but  even he re  they  were expected t o  l e a r n  by 

watching the  c o r r e c t  procs3ure. 'ilhey miyht be t o l d  they 

wers not performing c o r r e c t l y ,  but a c t u a l  d e t a i l e d  

c r i t i c i s m  w a s  not offere?.  They had t o  l e a r n  by watching 

and 33ing on t h e i r  own i n i t i a t i v e .  Children were 

ex23cted t c  pl3y an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  household a s  they  

were able .  Theirs  was a  Frcqress ive  a2option of a 3 u l t  

r o l e s .  

V a r i ~ u s  methcds of s o c i a l  c o n t r c l  a re  used t o  

i n 3 i c a t e  t h e  lirr,its of accc2taSle behavior.  Since s c c i a l  
t 



p r e s t i ~ e  was such a s t r a n g  f a c t o r ,  l o s s  of p r e s t i g e  was 

- 7  

a  very e f f e c t i v e  sanct ion .  ,i\h?n a  ch i13  f e l l  and h u r t  

h imsel f ,  t h i s  was lzgke3 uron a s  an a f f r o n t ,  and t h e  

pa ren t s  would Suy  c a l i c c  an3 give a  p iece  t c  t h e  people 

' t o  Sind t h ~  wound of my son.'  I f  a c h i l d  misbehaved h i s  

pa ren t s  a l s o  had t o  g ive  g i f t s  t o  t h e  p e o ~ l e  or  l o s e  

s t a t u s .  

I n  t h e  p lay  pot lach  a  Soy who went home t o  g e t  

food t o  give a  f e a s t  was not a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  empty-handed. 

I f  he d i d n ' t  r e t u r n  he was taunted  about t h i s .  Small 

chil,-lsen wers to13 t h a t  the i-iamatsa (Cannibal ~ a n c e r )  

T ~ ~ c u l d  g z t  them i f  they were bad. On occasion a  v i s i t i n g  

Hamatsa would go i n t o  t h e  hcuses i n  f u l l  r e g a l i a  t o  s c a r e  

t h e  ch i ld ren .  

I f  w e  q e t  mad a t  our ;;arents o r  o lde r  
b r a t h z r s ,  they  ~ i v e  us a  l i c k i n g .  Some 
pecple never seem t o  give t h e i r  ch i l i l len  
l i c k i n ~ z ,  b2c3sue t % s y  aZnire and love t h z i r  
c h i l 3 r z n  so much, t h a t  they  say t3ey  ccu l6n ' z  
~ u n i s h  or s c o l d  them. 3ut  t h i s  c h i l d  g e t s  
wcrse and worse because he i s  not stopped by 
h i s  pa ren t s  or b r o t h e r s  an6 he i s  mostly t h e  
one t h a t  g e t s  g o ~ d  l i c k i n g s  from t h e  o the r  
boys, an3 g e t s  s e n t  away t o  p lay  by h i m s e l f .  

i4y b r o t h e r s  alw3ys s t o f p e 3  me when I was 
doing wrong. They had t o .  A boy c 3 n ' t  
l e a r n  qco3 i f  he i s n ' t .  L s r e c i a l l y  m y  . 
e l ? e s t  b r o t h e r ,  who love?  m e  so  much t h a t  he 
l c o k ~ d  a f t e r  m e  b e t t e r  than my parents .  I f  
I do anything wrong he takes down m y  pants ,  
i f  I have any on, an? pu t s  m 2  on h i s  13?, 
backsi2e up, and s l a p  my backside,  which 
hur ted  me awful bad. 1:c ~ ~ o u l ! !  2c t h a t  f o r  
q u i t e  a  iqhile an," t h a t  pain voulcl teach  me 
t o  t h i n k  of i t ,  and I l.qoul-?n't do ag3in f o r  



a l o n ~  time what he i i iCnlt  want r,e t o  30, 
He t akes  m e  i n  t h e  houze t o  do t h i s .  The 
most h u r t  t o  my f e e l i n g s  i s  he makes m e  
s t a n 3  u z  i n  f r o n t  cf h i m ,   hen he f i n i s h e d  
s lapping my b u t t ,  and uses  k in3  words when 
he t a l k s  t o  me, an? 1 see  t e a r s  cornin? out  of 
h i s  eyes x h i l e  he t 3 l k s  and t e l l s  me it 
hur ted  him most, and i f  he ? i s n ' t  love m e  so  
much hz wouldn ' t  care .  But he does love me 
s o  much, he has  t o  do t h i s  t o  show m e  t h e  
t h i n g  I gone i s  not r i q h t .  And t h e  way 
he t3 lkad  and the  t e a r s  i n  h i s  eyes hur ted  m a ,  
and I thouqht t o  myself 1'11 never 2o i t  ag3in. 
That was worse punishment th2n t h e  w h i ~ p i n g .  3 3  

Children were encouraged t o  p l a y  a l l  kinds of war 

games where one sf thzm was o f t e n  h u r t ,  But if they  got  

mad and s t a r t e d  f i g h t i n g  s e r i o u s l y  o l d e r  psople would 

break u~  t h s  f i g h t .  A boy who misbehaved with h i s  peers 

was made t o  p lay  by himself u n t i l  he was over h i s  anger. 

Here arz s e t  l i r c i t s  t o  aggression.  To t h i s  
poin t  t h e  w h ~ l e  funct ion  of the  chilc%ood 
games has  Seen t o  f o s t e r  c e r t a i n  aggress ive  
a c t s ,  To f i g h t ,  t o  conpete a n d  t o  w i n  a r e  
encourage?. Crying babies  a r e  t r a i n e d  t o  
beccrne c h i l d r e n  who i ~ p e r i - u s l y  t ake  what 
they  want Sy fo rce ,  3u t  t h e  angry c h i l d  
must e x e r c i s e  h i s  ?ewer wi th in  the  r u l e s ,  
Once he d e p a r t s  from them he f i n 3 s  hircself 
punished.. Tlus c h i l ? r e n  a r e  t?u~?ht  t o  be 
aggress ivs ,  i n p r i o u s ,  an3 pot-~er-c'lem3nding 
wi th in  the  ' o r ~ ~ l  l i m i t s  s e t  by t h e  r u l e s  
of t h e  g3me. 34"- 

There i s  no designate3 agent of s o c i a l  c o n t r o l ,  

It  i s  a  2ro2uct of i n t e r a c t i o n  per se.  Sach man, each 

boy, each comcunity exe rc i ses  i t s  prerogat ive  i n  

sanct ionin7  unaccepta%le,  v n t r a i i t i o n a l  Sehavior.  Secause 

of the in3 iv idua l  i n i t i a t i v e  re,-zuired f o r  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l ,  
t 



i t  i s  a p p l i e d  v a r i ~ u s l y ,  a n 3  t h e r e  a r e  n o  a b s z l u t e  

s t a n d a r d s  m a i n t 3 i n s d .  I f  t h e r e  a r e  n o  a 5 s o l u t e  

s t a n 3 a r d s I  " r i g h t "  a n , j  "wrong"  a r e  s i t u a t i c n a l l y  r c ? l a t i V l e .  

T h u s ,  "iqhat I c a n  9et away w i t h  i s  a c c 5 p t a b l c  S e h n v i o r . "  

I n  s u m n a r y ,  w e  h a v e  e x a m i n z d  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  of 

K w a k i u t l  c u l t u r e  m g s t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  a n  

u n d 3 r s t a n 3 i n . ;  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p e n t  o f  i d e n t i t y .  Among the 

K w a k i u t l  t r a S i t i c n a l l y ,  v i s u a l  i r i a g e r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  

e s ~ e c i 3 l l y  i n i t i s t i o n  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  c e r e m o n i a l ,  w a s  a  

n v i t a l  ~ 2 r t  o f  t h e  c u l t u r e .  l o  c i t e  o n l y  o n e  e x a m p l e  of 

v i s u a l  i x a g e r y ,  i n  many c a s e s  p e o p l e  c a n n o t  g i v e  a n  

a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n t s r p r e t a t i o n  o f  a  totem p o l e ,  S e c a u s e  the  

p o l s  i s  a  d e f i n i t i m  o f  a  f a m i l y  h i s t o r y  i n  i t s e l f ,  a n d  i t  

h a s  n o t  b e e n  d2zmed n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e c ? e f i n e  i t  s p x i a l l y  i n  

w o r d s .  Cur  c o n p u l s i o n  t o  v s r b a l i z e ,  p e r h a p s  Ysst 

e x e r p l i f i e 3  b y  p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  i n v e s t i g a t i m s ,  i s  n o t  a 

c o n p l s i o n  n e c e s s a r i l y  s h a r e d  b y  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s .  

The t o t e m  p o l e ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  r e i f i c a t i c n  o f  t h e  

nvmaym. The r , ? l 3 t i o n s h i p  o f  a l l  mem3ers o f  t h e  numayn t c  

3 S s t r a c t i c n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  n u r n 3 y ~  or i t s  r e ? r e s e n t ? t i o n ,  

t h e  t 2 t e m  p c l e ,  c , . ives r r e a n i n 2  t o  t h ~  l i f e  of t h e  

i n d i v i t 3 u 3 1 .  The T r o u y  p r o v i d e d  t h 2  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  

mean in?  a p p r o p r i 3 t e  t c  h i s  own c o n d u c t .  Lvhen t h e  

c o r n u n i t y  r e c o - n i z e i ?  t h e  s i ~ n i f i c a n c e  of nurnayms, 

s i t p i f i c a n c e  was r ~ i v s n  t o  t h e  m s a n i n g  a s c r i b e 2  to h i s  
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b e h a v i  or.  \ . h e n  t h e  ma3e o f  r e l a t i n g  t c  the numaym i s  

q;rc?ne, t'?? m e ? n i n r ~  i s  g c n e  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  Fie c a n n o t  

see  h i m s ~ l f  a s  b e i n g  m e a n i n g f u l  i n  t he  c a u s e  of a n  

c t h 2 r - - a n 3  a g e n ? r a l i ~ e d  o ther .  It i s  o u r  t h e s i s  t h a t  

w i t h  t h e  b r e a k d o w n  of t h e  ~ o t l a c h  a n 8  t h z  r e c q n i t i o n  

of i n f i i v i d u ~ l s  a s  b e i n 3  msrn3ers c c n t r i y u t i n g  t o  numaym 

i 3 2 n t i t y ,  t h z  i n d i v i 3 u a l  l o s t  h i s  soc ia l  i d e n t i t y  as  p a r t  

o f  a  c c r p c r a t c  g r o u p ,  a n d  t h a t  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  c c n t s m ~ c r a r y  

s i t u a t i ? n  h a s  y e t  r e p l a c z d  t h i s .  



1 K c n a l d  Xohne r ,  Tnc F e o r l e  o f  G i l f o r d ,  ( C t t a w a :  
N a t i c n a l  Museum o f  Canada ,  B u l l e t i n  %225,  1 ~ 6 7 1 ,  p. 13 .  

2 T h i l l i n  D r u c k e r ,  C u l t v r a s  oF t h e  N o r t h  P a c i f i c  
C o a s t ,  (San  F r ~ n c i s c o :  C h a n d l e r  P u h l i q h i 7 g  C o . ,  1 0 ~ 5 ) ~  

4 Ibifi., pp. 229-29. 

5 i i l i z a b e t h  H e a l e y ,  His tory  o f  A l e r t  3ay a n d  
D i s t r i c t ,  ( C o m o x ,  2 . C . :  A l e r t  bay L e n t e n n i a l  C o m x i t t e e ,  
1 9 5 & ) ,  p .  26. 

6 H e l e n  C o d e r e ,  g i q h t i n q  'A i th  k r o r e r t y ,  ( S e a t t l e :  
U n i v e r s i t y  of Wash ing ton  k r s s s ,  1950), pp. 8-13, p a s s i m .  

7 H e l e n  C ~ d e r e ,  " X w a k i u t l , "  i n  P e r s p e c t i v e  i n  
Amzr ican  I n d i a n  C u l t u r c  Chance ,  ed. by L.H. Z p i c s r ,  -- 
( C h i c a y s :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Z h i c a g o  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  p. 435.  

9 I b i d .  

11 S e e  Boas ,  S u n r a .  p. 1 2  f o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  
m y t h o l o ~ i c a l  e v i d s n c e  o n  t h e  c c r n ~ o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  numaym. 

1 3  Franz Boa,s, I( ;*?a?ciutl  E thnc r r r zphy ,  e?. by H e l e n  
Cor?ere,  ( C h i c a ~ o :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a q o  P r e s s ,  1 x 6 1 ,  
p. 41. 

1 4  Coe5ere ,  o n ,  c i t . ,  1 9 6 1 ,  pr. 442-n3.  



17 Franz Soas,  op. c i t . ,  pp. 52-53. 

20 Af ter  a  c a r e f u l  ccns ide ra t ion  of Boas' and 
C u r t i s '  e thncqra?hic  d a t a ,  and using t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of 
c l a s s  from ?'la>: ;$eber ,  we have decide? t o  proceed on t h e  
b a s i s  t h a t  t h e  l i f e  s t y l e  o y ~ c r t u n i t i e s  of those  persons 
who d i d  not hold a  ranked p c s i t i o n  d i f f e r e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  
from those  vho d id  t o  c a l l  them a  c l a s s .  

h e b e r ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  i s  a s  fol lows:  
7 1 f!e may spe?k of a ' c l a s s '  
(1) a  number of people have i n  common a 

snec iF ic  causa l  corrponent of t h e i r  
l i fe -chances ,  i n  sg f a r  a s  

( 2 )  t h i s  component i s  re?resented 
e x c l u s i v e l y  by econonic i n t e r e s t s  i n  
t h e  yossession o' qoods and 
o ~ y o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  i n c o r e ,  and 

( 3 )  i s  represented  under t h e  con? i t i cns  

- 
of t h e  cormodity o r  l abor  markets. 

Max  ~ % e r ,  "Class ,  S t a t u s ,  and P a r t y , "  i n  From 
7 7 Max iue'?er, eZ. by H.K. Gerth a?? C.h. I ~ i l l s ,  (New York; 

Oxford Univers i ty  P ress ,  195&) ,  p. 181. 
The f a c t  t h a t  m2mhers of the  numap gave p a r t  of 

t h e i r  produce t o  t h e  ch ie f  as  nominal owner of numaym 
prcper ty  a p p a r s  t o  remove any doubt from t h e  d iscuss ion  
i n  terms of 'kdeber ' s  d e f i n i t i o n .  

2 1  I rv ing  Goldman, "The Kwakiutl of Vanco~ver  
I s l a n d , "  i n  C c c ~ e r a t i o n  and Cornpetiticn kmcnq P r i n i t i v e  
F.eo-,les, ed. by I & ; .  i'.ead, (iiew York: ilicGraw-tiill cock 
CO., 1937) ,  j2p. 196-97. 

23 Ib id . ,  pp. 171-295. This i s  Boas' most c c ~ p l e t e  
d iscuss ion  of t h e  winter  ceremonial. 

24 I b i d . ,  p. 175. 

2 5  I b i d . ,  p. 49. 



2 8  James Sewid ,  G u c s t s  Never  Leave Hunqry,  
ed, by James  S p r a d l e y ,  ( X e w  i iaven: Yale U n i v e r s i t y  

29 I r v i n g  GolCtman, OD. c i t , ,  F. 145 .  

r(. 

30 C l e l l a n  S .  F o r d ,  Smoke From T h e i r  r l r e s ,  
(n.p,, Archon  Bocks ,  196C ( 1 9 3 1 )  ) ,  ~ p .  124-25,  

32 b ? i l l i a m  H a l l i d a y ,  P o t l a c h  a n ?  Totem,  oron onto: 
J , M ,  Dent  an3 Sons  L t d . ,  1 9 3 5 ) ,  p. 219. 

33 C l e l l a n  F o r d ,  o ~ .  c i t , ,  p, 77.  

34 ISid., p. 7 7  f ~ o t n o t e .  



The p u r F o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a ~ t e r  i s  t o  q i v c  a c o n c i s e  

2 e s c r i p t i o n  o f  A l e r t  3 a y  i n  i t s  h u m n  a n d  r e ~ i c n a l  

ecolo7ical  c c n t c x t .  It i s  i r n p r t a n t  t c  kncw w h a t  f c r r r a l  

a n d  i n f o r n . a l  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  e x t a n t  i n  a c o r n u n i t y  

i n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n ?  t h e  " s t a q e "  o n  w h i c h  i n t e r a c t i o n s  

> - t a k e  p l a c e .  ire w i l l  e x a r c i n s  t h o  3 a S i t a t  a n 3  t r a n s ? z r t z t i o n ,  

p l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  ~ c f u l a t i o n ,  t h e  e c o n o m y ,  t h e  

c h u r c h ,  r e c r 2 a t i c n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  I n d i a r , - l i h i t e  r ~ l a t i o n s  a n d  

T - soc i3 l  c o n t r o l ,  a s  t h e y  a p p l y  q e n e r a l l y  i n  A l e r t  Bay. 

w i l l  c z n c l u 3 c !  w i t h  a s t u d y  of "31e G r a d e  O n e s  a n d  T h e i r  

F 2 ~ i l i e s "  a s  a s p e c i f i c  z x a m ~ l e  c f  t h e  more q e n e r a l  

3 i s c u s : i c n .  

D e f i n i t i n n s  

It i s  n e c 2 s s a r y  t o  d e f i n e  soxs of t h e  t e r m s  that 

w i l l  b? u s e ?  i n  our d i s c u s s i o n .  F i r s t  o f  a l l  " h a n d "  i s  a 

l e g a l  term, d e f i n e d  i n  t%e  I n d i a n  A c t  a s  

a b o d y  o X n ~ ~ i a n s  ( i )  f o r  vhssc  u s e  a n d  
b e n e f i t  i n  i - c - - ~ c n ,  l a n d s ,  t h e  l e q a l  t i t l e  t o  
w h i c h  i s  v e s t e :  i n  :Icr A a j e s t y ,  h a v c  b e e n  s e t  
a p a r t  before cr aftcr the c m i n y  intc f o r c z  
of t h i s  a c t ;  ( i i j  'cr :,:hcse u s e  a n 3 e n : T i t  
i n  c m r r a o n ,  m-nr-ys --re 1 ~ ~ 1 2  :2y H e r  *-aj:sty c r ;  



( i i i )  d e - l . ~ r z ~ J  b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  i n  C c u n c i l  t o  
be a b a n :  f c r  the p u r p o s e s  of t h i s  A c t .  

" R e s ~ r i 7 ~ "  n e a n s  a t r a c t  o f  l a n J ,  t h ~  l e g a l  
tit12 t o  -.~l?ich i s  v e s t e d  i n  I-lzr ; l a  j z s t y ,  t h a t  
h a s  ' u e ~ n  s e t  a p a r t  b y  H e r  ..a j e s t y  f o r  the  u s e  
a n 3  b e n e f i t  o f  a b l n S .  

" i k m b e r  of a b.in:l" r z a n s  a p e r s o n  w h c s e  
n s T s  a p F e a r s  oc a 2.334 L i s t  or  who  i s  e n t i t l e d  
t o  h a v e  h i s  n-mz a c 2 e a r  o n  a 3 3 n a  L i s t .  

" I n 3 i 3 n "  r , s a n s  a  p e r s o n  a h c  r v r s ~ a n t  t o  
t h i , -  .kt i s  r e g i s t s r z f l  a s  a n  I n d i a n  o r  i s  
~ r ~ t i t l e d  t o  be re;i: tsred a s  a n  I n A i ' n .  1 

T h e r e  a r e  a t  p r e s e n t  s i x t e e n  " E a n d s "  a n d  f c u r t . ? ? n  

o c c u p i e d  " R e s s r v e s "  i n  t h e  S c u t h c r n  K w a k i u t l  a rea  ( n o t  

i n c l ~ ? i n q  many  o t y e r  m a l l  r e s e r v e s  ~ n d  ? r a v e  s i t e s ,  e t c . ) .  

T h e  aria i s  a d r r , i n i s t ? r e J  a s  t h e  " K w a k e w l t h  A g e n c y "  cf 

the 3 e p a r t m c n t  o f  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  a n d  N o r t h c r n  J e v e l c ~ ~ ? n t ,  

hy t h e  "iigst?:-y "uy.er int2:- .c?ent l '  w h o  i s  more u s u a l l y  c a l l e d  

the  I n d i 2 n  Ag2nt. 

The f i e f i r  i t i n n  c;f -rtn I n 2 i a n  as  o n e  whcj i s  

F 1 

c o n s i 2 e r s  h i r c s s i f  a n  Incl ' ir in.  I?:? d i s t i n c t i o n  " r e g i s t e r s 6  



i w a k w a l a  s p e a k i n g  2 ~ ~ ~ 1 2  a 1  t h ~ u g h ,  a s  has b e e n  ~ r z v i o u s l y  

r '7  ncte", t h i s  i s  a m i s n c m e r .  ~ n e  terr!; t t t r i ' , ~ ~ l l  r2E2rs t.2 

the t r a S i t i ~ n a 1  u n i t  t h a t  was  a  v i l l a g e  communi ty .  C ~ i s  

i s  nct c o t e r i r ; i ~ c u s  . , . ~ i t l l  t127,=tnC?'t clue t o  m i g r a t i c n  of 

i n d i v i d u a l s  a n 3  a ~ a l ~ : v . . t i c n  of t r i b e s  i n  h i s t c r i c  times. 

The t e r ~  " N i m p k i s h "  refers  t c  merrtbers cf t h e  3 3 3 3  

r e s i d e n t  ?t Alert Zay.  

C o r m o r a n t  I s l a n d  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w c  m a i n  s e c t i o n s  

( s e ?  A a p j ,  the I n d i a n  L t e s e r v e s ,  a n d  t h e  C o r ~ o r a t i o n  of 

the  V i l l a g ?  of Ale r t  S a y .  These xi11 be d e s i g n a t e d  

" R e s e r v e "  a n 3  "Vi l lage t '  i n  t h e  s t u d y .  

I-la'7i t a t  

Alsrt 3ay  i r ;  s i t u a t e d  one h u n d r e d  a n d  e i g h t y  a i r  





q r a v e l l y  an? i t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t  t c  T r m -  an:. kin3 of 

I;'3r !en prc? h c e .  

Ale r t  Bay d e v e l ~ p e d  p r imar i ly  Secause it  h a s  a 

33-5 n a t u r . 2 1  h a r b r .  It i s  on t h e  stearnSoat channel an3, 

t h e r e f c r e ,  a l l  l a r g e  b e a t s  tr2v311ing along t h e  ccas t  

between Vanczuver I s l a n 3  and t he  14ainland p n s s  A l e r t  esy .  

It is se rv iced  by two a i r l i n e s - - A l e r t  3ay - A i r  Serv ices ,  

xhnsn f l o a t  ? lanes  rm%e Gaily s c h e h l e d  f l i q h t s  (weather 

pe rmi t t ing)  from A l e r t  5ay t o  Xelsey day, an\? S.C. A i r l i n e s ,  

which makes schec?uled f l i g h t s  from A l e r t  Day t o  2 o r t  Har,3y, 

where conn3cti,?ns can he maze with t 3 e  P a c i f i c  %es te rn  

A i r l i n e s  Elicjhf tc: Vai:ccuvsr. T'ns Kelsey Bay t o  

Soin tu la  gcvernrrient ca r  f e r r y  ma!;es a  rcunrj t r i p  d a i l y ,  

st3;;:ing a t  A l e r t  2ay and. 3eaver Cove. ' ihe ' schcol  f e r r y '  

f o r  foo t  ;assen.?ers t r a v s l s  weekdays from S c i n t u l z  t c  

A l e r t  B 3 y  a n 3  Por t  >icK\;eil; a n d  the re  a r e  sch~3ulzl3. runs 

f ror ,  A l e r t  3ay t o  Por t  Xciqeil a n d  So in tu ia  by c o r ~ n e r c i a l  

water t a x i .  Several  passenqer b a t s  ( C a n a ~ i a n  Xztional ,  

Cana3ian E a c i f i c  a n d  Xorthland Xaviqation) s  to;> i n  :ilert 

5ay on t h e i r  r u n  froln Prince Rurer t  o r  Alaska t o  Vanccuver 

t o  give t h e  t c ,u r i s t s  an c3;crtunity t o  v i z i t  the  Is l2nd.  

Three frei7 'nt  b c a t s  s t q  each week dn l ivc r ing  fccld s t u f f s  

an:? housz?1cl~r3 cj-oocJs f o r  t h e  1 s l ~ n . J .  i r a v e l  frcl-i tl?? 

I s l ~ n : ?  by SC.TII y r o u p s  2s  the b a l l  teams i s  c?one by 

" t w i s t i n g  t h e  a r m "  of a l o c a l  se ine  Scat  skipper, 



,zn* f r e i ;~ l \ -  ',:oats s t o ?  on t h e i r  way u p  t h e  c o a s t ,  

t o  unloa3 t h e i r  czrgo. As t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  c a r j s  being 

shisyed dovn t h e  coas t  t o  the  lower na in land,  they do not 

s t o p  on t h ? i r  r e t u r n  tri;. 4 - 1  -9ut f i r s t  c l a s s  m ? i l  

a r r i v e s  by boat .  A i r  mail i s  flsTnrn t o  Eort  aar2y  and is 

then brm,ght t o  A l e r t  3ay Sy Soat.  During inclement 

weather,  when e i t h e r  Por t  Hzr5y i s  feg7e3 i n ,  c r  t h e  sea 

i s  rough, t h e r e  i s  n e i t h e r  mail nor t r a n s ~ s r t a t i c n  on or 

o f f  t h c  I s l an2 .  T ~ i s  can occur f o r  t h r e e  or  four  days i n  

a  row, seve ra l  t imes e s p x i z l l y  - ? u r i n ~  t\s winter .  Since 

t h e r e  a r s  many f i s h  boats  i n  t h e  area  they  provide an 

a l t e r n 3 t e  msans of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  sone. Although 

i t  i s  p o s s i b l s  a f t e r  w s r k i n ~  hours and on weekends 

t o  d r i v s  cver p r i v a t e  logginq roads on Vanzcxver I s l a n d ,  

from Kelsey 3ay t o  beaver Ccve and l o r t  kicAeil, one 

of t h e  a c r s t  problems cf ths  a rea  i s  i s o l a t i c n .  A 

p r o p r  highway h3a been p r m i s e d ,  with cens t ruc t ion  t o  
I 

beqin i n  1970. Access i s ,  however, l i rc i ted  an2 f r z i q h t  

and t r a n s p r t a t i o n  c o s t s  a r e  hig3. 

E n l i t  i c s  

Corrr:orant Islanf! i s  o'ivi3ed i n t o  t h r e e  s e p a r a t e  





a r e a s :  t h e  C c r p r a t i m  cf t h \ z  V i l l a ~ e  of A l e r t  Bay ,  

u n i n c c r p e r ~ t e d  l 2 n d  b e l c n q i n g  t c  t h e  A n ~ l i < c a n  C h u r c h ,  

and t h e  d e s e r v e s .  93ere i s  a n  I n d i a n  C e x e t e r y  i n  t h e  

V i l l a g e  a r e a .  X e s e r v e  i f 1  b e l o n g e d  t o  t5c o r i y i n a l  

X i m p k i s h  b a n d .  P r i c r  t o  1 3 5 0  ~ 3 r t  of t h e  I s l 3 n J  w a s  a n  

' 1 n : l u s t r i a l  i i e s e r v e , '  F.eserve d 1 A .  "'It w a s  set  a s i d e  

Sy t h e  f i r s t  m i s s i o n a r i z s  a n d  t h e  I n ? i ? n  A g e n t  for  t h e  

p e o p l e  t h a t  had S e e n  t o  s c h o o l ,  were r n 3 r r i e d  i n  t h e  c h u r c h ,  

w o u l d  h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  dc with the  p o t l a c h ,  an-culd l i v e  

a ~ o c d  c l i=an  l i f e .  " 2  On o r d e r s  f r o m  t h e  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  

D e p > r t x . ? n t  t h i s  r e s e r v e  a ~ a l ~ a m a t e d  x i t h  the  N i m p k i s h  

Band i n  1 3 5 0 ,  so  t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  r e s e r v e  a r e a s  now S e l , z n g  t o  

. - 
t h e  p r c s e n t  i \ r i n s k i s h  b a n d .  

The V i l l a g e  o f  Alert B a y  i s  g o v e r n e ?  by t h e  

V i l l a 2 3  Z o m r n i s s i ~ n  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  c h a i m a n  a n d  f o u r  

c c ~ r , : i s s i o n e r s .  A V i l l s g e  C l e r k  i s  e m p l o y e d  f u l l - t i m e .  

The f i r e  h a l l  i s  p z r t  of t h e  V i l l a g e  5 u i l 3 i n g  a n d  i s  

o p e r a t e ?  l ~ y  v n l u n t e 2 r s  f o r  a l l  f i r e s  o n  t h e  1s13nr3. The 

Z a n 3  was  y y i n ~  a 5 o u t  t T , ~ e l v e  h u n 2 r e d  d o l l a r s  a n n u a l l y  f o r  

t h i s  s ? r v i c e .  An i n c i n e r a t o r  h a s  h s z n  b u i l t  for ?arbaye 

i n  t h ?  V i I l , > ~ e .  The I n 3 i l n s  pay f o r  c c l l ? c t i o n  of 

g a r b a y e  f r o 9  t h e  R e s e r v e .  

The S i m p k i s h  3 a n d  C c u n c i l  cc?sj.steq o f  a Chiefr 

C o u n c i l l o r  a n d  s e v e n  C o u n c i l l o r s ,  a s  o f  1 9 6 3 .  I n d i a n  

A f f a i r s  r e y u l a t i s n s  i n c r c a s 3  t h e  n v a b e r  o' c c u n c i l l o r s  



on82 f o r  e v e r y  h u n q r e d  p c p l a t i c n .  T h a t  i s ,  by 1 9 5 5  t h e  

Ni rcpk ieh  s a n d  h7-3 a y o : u l 2 t i o n  of o v e r  s e v a n  h u n d r e 3  

r z c - l e .  'k? 3 u t i c s  an: r e s - o n s i b i l i t i e s  q2f t h e  3 2 n 2  - - 

C o u n c i l  3 r e  p r e s c r i b e d  b l r  I n d i q n  A f f a i r s  r e 7 u l 3 t i o n s .  

i4any o f  t h 2 i r  d e c i s i c n s  n u s t  'on r a t i f i e d  i y  t h e  Je?- . r tn ;en t  

' z e f ~ r e  t h e y  cr7n hc p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t .  

I n  a n  a t t z m ~ t  t o  c u r b  j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n c y ,  t h e  

Z a n d  C z u n c i l  a n d  V i l l a g e  C o n ~ i s s i o n  t r i e d  t o  i n s t i t u t e  

a n  i s l a n d - T + . - i d z  10.2 '3  p.n. c u r f e w  f o r  y c u t h s ,  5 u t  the 

p 1 3 n  f a i l e d  as  me L l e p a r t m e n t  of I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  w o u l d  n o t  

a l l o w  t h z  c u r f e w  t o  Se p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  o n  t h 2  x e s e r v e .  

Movisver ,  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  the  L e s e r v e  a n 3  t h e  

V i l l a g e  a r c  n c t  311,jays c o - o p r a t i v e .  U n t i l  1 3 6 2  pea,-le 

i n  the  v i l l a g e  of A l e r t  3ay u s e d  w a t e r  f r o m  w e l l s  t h a t  

u s u 3 l l y  w e n t  d r y  i n  t he  s u x a e r .  ' f i e  o n l y  qo3d y e a r - r o u n d  

w e l l  i s  o n  t h e  I n 3 i s n  !<escrve. 'The V i l l a g e  vas  u n w i l l i n g  

t o  p3y f o r  w q t e r  f r o m  t h e  Rese rve  w e l l ,  s o  i n s t e a 3 ,  i n  

1 9 6 2 ,  t h e y  rut i n  a s e v e n  t h s u s a n d  f c o t  a l u n i n u n  p i p e  t c  

V a n c c u v e r  I s l a n d ,  a t  a ccst i n  e x c e s s  of $113,OCO. ';"ne 

w a t e r  t h a t  c o r . e s  from t h i s  p i p e l i n e  v a r i n s  i n  c o l c r  

f r o m  a l ~ c s t  c l ?a r  t o  d i r t y  b r o ~ m .  The  w 3 t e r  sys t e r r i  o n  

t h e  i k s e r v e  i s  s a i d  t o  be v e r y  g o o d .  The I n d i a n s  f e l t  

t h a t  sinre they w e r e  e -~pec t ed  t o  p 3 y  fcr  t h s  s e r v i c s s  

o f f e r e 3  3y t h e  - d i l l a c r e ,  t h n  V i l l a c j ~  ~ h c u l , . l  p..y f o r  t h e i r  

w < l t e r .  I n  1 9 5 6  a n  arran:yerr ,nnt  w a s  f i n a l l y  rcac?e tc  t r a d e  



f i r e  f i g h t i n g  s e r v i c e s  f o r  w a t e r .  S i n c e  t h e n  ; a r t  of 

t h z  V i l l z . g e  h a s  b e e n  on w e l l  w a t e r ,  b u t  p a r t  cf t h e  

Villa~r nust s t i l l  r e l y  on w a t e r  f r c n  V a n c o u v e r  I s l a n ? .  

F a r t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  a r i s e s  f r c m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  V i l l ? q e  

gets m o n i . 3 ~  from t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  G o v e r n m e n t ,  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  

A e s e r v e  is n o t  e l i q i ' b l e ;  3 n 3  the iX5serve  ge ts  m o n i e s  

t h e  V i l l a g s  i s  n c t  e l i g i b l e  for  f r o m  t h e  F e d e r a l  

Governn-.cnt .  k s e w e r  s y s t e m  w a s  i n s t a l l e d  on  the  i i e s e r v e  

i n  1255-59 .  T h e r e  i s  n c  s s w s r  s y s t e n  i n  t h e  V i l l a g e ,  

and  t h i s  g a v e  r i s e  t o  j e a l o u s i e s  b y  V i l l a g e  r e s i d e n t s  

whc  f e l t  t h s t  t h e i r  f e d e r a l  t a x e s  w e r e  ~ a y i n g  for  the 

R e s e r v e  sswer s y s t e m .  

Ko-,?ever, 3 0 t h  z n d s  of th .5  I s l a n d  h a v e  c o - c y e r z t e d  

i n  C z n t e n n i a l  p r o j e c t s ,  i n  r a i s i n g  r , o n e y  f o r  t h e  h c s p i t a l ,  

a n ?  i n  a c y u . i r i n g  k i n d e r g a r t e n  a n 3  n u r s p r y  s c h o o l .  The 

C c r ~ o r . 3 n t  I s l ~ n g  Y9uth Guif!ance C c n m i t t e e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  

- - 
in 126,3 S y  30th I n 3 i a n s  ant3 :,bites to r e p r e s a n t  c h i l ? r ? n  

i n  c o u r t .  T h ~ y  a l s o  v i s i t  th.2 f 3 x i l i e s  of j u v e n i l e  

o f f e n i l e r e  a n d  do e:Tercjency s o c i a l  v:zrk, a s  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  

c ~ ~ i a l .  x c r k s r  c i ? e r ? t e c  c u t  of C a ~ , p ' ? ? l l  I i i v e r .  Th2y L .  

c n e n e d  a r e c e i v i n g  hcice f o r  c h i l d r a n  i n  n e e A  cf 

t e r p r a r y  care. This hcme i s  r u n  Sy a n  I n d i a n  woman, 

and i s  f i n a n c e 4  '?y t:?~, t r c v i n c i a l  G c v , ; ? T ~ T T ~ c R ~ .  T'n? Y ~ t h  

G u i & n c e  2o~ri , i t te i?  r e c c r < ? d  s s v e n t y  , r .e .rcent  t e 6 u c t i o n  i n  

j u v e n i l e  c r i n ?  t h z i r  f i r s t  y e a r .  
5 



I n  a n c t h c r  a r e s  o f  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e  I n d i a n s  h a v ?  

b e e n  ? l i 9 i 5 1 , ?  t o  v c t e  i n  P r o v i n c i a l  a l e c t i c n s  s i n c e  

1 9 5 0  ( a n 3  f e : ? e r a l l y  s i n c e  1 9 ~ ~ 0 ) .  I n  t h e  E ' r c v i n c i a l  

e l e c t i c n  o f  A u y u s t  2 7 ,  1 5 5 9 ,  there  w e r e  f i v e  h u n d r 3 d  an?  

s i x t y  e l i q i b l e  v o t e r s  i n  A l e r t  Bay.  O f  these ,  t h r e e  

hun3re-:1 a n 3  t h i r t e e n  v o t e d ,  w i t h  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  

v o t i n g  S o c i a l  C r e d i t ,  o n e  h u n d r e d  a n d  t w e n t y - t h r e e  iiew 
6 

D m c c r a t i c  P a r t y ,  a n 3  f o r t y  L i S e r a l .  One of t h e  

b u s i n , ? s s  f a m i l i e s  i n  Alert Bay i s  r e l a t e d  t c  a S o c i a l  

C r e d i t  C a b i n e t  b i i n i s t e r ,  biany o f  t%s f i s h e r m e n  a r e  

. - 
s u F p x t s r s  o f  t h e  iv .J.F. The rn3 jor g o l i t i c a l  F z t t l z s  

i n  thc  Aorth V a n c c u v e r  i s l a n d  a r e a  c o n c e r n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  

of a road from E o r t  1- ic i ie i l  t o  c o n n e c t  x i t h  t h e  I s l a n d  

i-iighwa j~ a t  A e l s e y  S a y ,  a n d  i m p r c v e d  f e r r y  s e r v i c e .  

The c c a s t a l  a r e a  o f  S.C,  w a s  the  rncst d s n s e l y  

r , o ? ~ . ~ l a t e ?  a r e a  of N o r t h  Arner ica  p r i o r  t o  L u r s ; ? e a n  c r \ n t a c t ,  

3ut with t h e  i n t r o i j u c t i c n  o f  d i s e 2 s e s  the p ? v l a t i o n  wzs 

3 e c i r m t e d .  The p r e - c o n t a c t  p , 3 y u l a t i s n  of t h e  ~ ( . / ~ a k i u t l  

w 3 s  c s t i r n a t e d  a t  1 7 , 3 3 0 .  I n  1 8 5 3 ,  a f t e r  o n e  n c t e , d  

s rna l l ;mx  e p i d e n i c ,  i t  w a s  e s t i n ? t s 3  a t  a k u t  s e v e n  



t h o u s a n d .  I n  1872 ,  i t  was e s t i m a t e 3  a t  t h i r t y - f i v e  

hundred  and  it d r o ~ p e d  t o  2 low of 1 , 0 3 9  i n  1921.  The 

ma jo r  e p i d e m i c s  ..sere s m l l p o x ,  m e a s l e s ,  V . C . ,  T.B., a n d  

influenza. U n t i l  1909  when a  h c s p i t a l  was b u i l t  i n  

A l e r t  Bay,  t h e  Kwak iu t l  I n d i a n s  h a d  v e r y  l i r c i t e d  a c c e s s  

t o  m e 3 i c a l  c a r e .  S i n c e  1 9 2 9  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a s t e a d y  

i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  among t h e  K w a k i u t l  t o  t v e n t y - f i v e  

h u n d r e d  i n  l C 6 2 .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  I n d i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  

v e r y  young. 

The N i n p k i s h  Band, a f t e r  ama lgama t ion  w i t h  t h e  

I n d u s t r i a l  R e s e r v e  i n  1950 ,  numbered o v e r  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  

w i t h  a b o u t  s e v e n t y  v o t i n g  m e m b e r s .  Ey 1965  t h e r e  w e r e  

o v e r  s e v e n  h u n d r e d  N i a p k i s h  members. 

The p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  non-Reserve  r e s i d e n t s  was 

n o t  a s c e r t a i n e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  1946  i n c c r r o r a t i o n  as a 

V i l l a y e .  The 1 9 5 1  p o p u l a t i c n  o f  t h e  V i l l a g e  was 638 ,  

t h e  1 9 6 1  p o p l a t i o n  was 8 2 5 ,  and  t h e  1 9 7 1  p o p u l a t i o n  was 

743. Many I n d i a n s  f rom o u t l y i n g  R e s e r v e s  h a v e  moved t o  

Comic ran t  I s l a n d  b u t  u n l e s s  t h e y  h a v e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  

Kimpkish Band, t h e y  a r e  l i s t e d  a s  ' o f f  r e s e r v e '  i n  t h e i r  

own Band and a r e  n o t  l i s t e d  w i t h  t h e  N i a p k i s h  Band, 

P o p u l a t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  V i l l a g e  do  n o t  show e t h n i c  

o r i g i n ,  so t h e s e  p e o ~ l e  may be i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  V i l l a g e  

p o p u l a t i o n  t o t a l s ,  u n l e s s  t h e y  a r e  l i v i n g  on t h e  R e s e r v e ,  

i n  wh ich  c a s e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  shewn i n  e i t h e r  s t a t i s t i c .  



TI~sre i s  a  t o t a l  p o p u l a t i o n  o n  t h e  I s l 2 n 3  o f  a b o u t  

s i x t e e n  h v n z r e r !  p e o y l ? .  Over  s e v e n  h u n q r e 2  I n d i a n s  l i v e  o n  

t h e  R e s e r v e ,  an!? a t  l e a s t  a n o t h e r  t w c ~  h u n d r e d  l i v e  i n  

t h e  V i l l a ~ e .  The p p v l a t i o r ~  l i v i n g  i n  t he  V i l l a g e  o f  

A l a r t  Eay c o n s i s t s  of r e g i s t e r e - 3  I n j i a n s ,  p a r t  I n d i a n s ,  

l o n g  t i m s  i i h i t e  r z s i d e n t s ,  u s u 2 l l y  e n g a g e d  i n  scrr ie  f o r m  

of p r i v a t e  e n d e a v o u r ,  a n d  t r a n s i e n t  s e r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l  

s u z h  a s  nurses, h.C.i.I.2. , g o v e r n m e n t  w ~ r k e r s  frcrr, t h e  

$ e d e r a l  U e l ~ z r t r n e n t  of r ' i s h z r i e s ,  i n d i a n  A f f a i r s ,  T r a n s p o r t ,  

a n ?  t h e  P o s t  O f f i c e ;  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s ,  c l e rq :men ,  B.C. 

Hydro ,  B.Z. "i 'ele?hone, L i ~ u o r  C o n t r o l  B o a r d  a n d  f i s h  

com2an y ern:?loyeec . 
T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  a , ? r e a t  deal o f  i n t e r ~ a r r i q 7 e  o v e r  

th .9  years so  t h a t  ~!;-3ny o f  t h e  long- te r r l ;  r e s i d e ~ t s  a r e  

a r t - I  They  nay a s s o c i a t s  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  o n e  o r  

t l .35  c t h ~ r  c o - m u n i t y  o r  may p u r s u e  f r i e n c ? s h i y s  ir:  l2oth. 

L a n y  rer;rii.tere.j I n 2 i a n s  l i v i n g  o n  t h e  I-Leserv2 a re  a l s o  o f  

mixe3 a n c e s t r y  sc, t h a t  t h e r e  i s  nc c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  

Set-,teen r a a i s t e r e , ?  I n , d i a n s  an3 n;ny ~ e o p l ~  l i v i n g  ofr t h e  

r e s e r v e .  C h i n e s e  p c - l e  h a v e  o x n e d  b u s i n e s s e s  o n  t h e  

I s l a n c !  f o r  many y e 3 r s .  mere h a s  b e e n  a  f a i r l y  r e c e n t  

i n f l u x  o f  n u r s e s  dn: t e a c h e r s  from t h e  E h i l l i ? i n e s ,  a n d  

t h e r e  are  o n 2  o r  t w o  p e r s c n s  o f  i ~ e g r g  a n c e s t r y .  T h e r e  

are r e c s n t  Luro;?e?n i n m i g r a n t s  o f  v a r i e d  n a t i z n a l i t y  

a s  ~ 2 1 1  i n  t h i s  s x a l l  p o ; > u l a t i o n .  It i s  a ~ o l y y l o t ,  



h e t e r o q e n e o u s  c o m t w n i t y ,  n o t  o f t e n  f o u n d  i n  t h e  r u r a l  

areas o f  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s .  

The p p u l a t i o n  i s  s o  s p r e a d  o u t  a n d  o f  s u c h  

d i v e r s e  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  

communi ty  f e e l i n g .  B e s i d e s  t h e  I n d i a n - W h i t e  a n d  

R e s e r v e - V i l l a g e  d i v i s i o n s  there are so  many o t h e r  

d i s t i n c t i o n s  o v e r l a p p i n g  a n d  d i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  more 

o b v i o u s  b i f u r c a t i o n s  t h a t  it  i s  m e a n i n g l e s s  t o  d r a w  a n y  

d i s t i n c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  soc ia l  g r o u p s  o n  t h e s e  bases. Some 

t e a c h e r s  m i x  o n l y  w i t h  o t h e r  t e a c h e r s :  o t h e r s  m i x  w i t h  

l o c a l  fami l ies .  Some I n d i a n s  m i x  o n l y  w i t h  o t h e r  I n d i a n s  

a n d  some m i x  w i t h  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  g r o u p  i n c l u d i n g  

I n d i a n  a n d  n o n - I n d i a n s ,  e tc .  

An e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t3e  N o r t h  

V a n c o u v e r  I s l a n d  S c h c c l  D i s t r i c t  g i v e s  u s  some i n s i g h t  

i n t o  t h e  p e c u l i a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  area. F i r s t  o f  

7 
a l l ,  i n  G r a p h  $1, it i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  

~ a r t i c u l a r l y  of I n d i a n s ,  i s  v e r y  youn?,  w i t h  59.5% l e e s  

t h a n  n i n e t e e n  y e a r s  o f  a r e ,  w i t h  38.1% of the  n o n - X e s e r v e  

p o p l a t i c n  less t h a n  n i n e t e e n .  O f  t h e  I n d i a n  p o ~ u l a t i o n ,  

o n l y  32.4% i s  a g e d  t w e n t y  t o  f i f t y - f ~ u r ,  w h i l e  53.0% o f  

t h e  n o n - Z e s e r v e  peculation i s  i n  t h i s  a g e  g r c u ? .  The 

t o t a l  n o n - R e s e r v e  p o ~ u l 2 t i c n  i s  8 , 4 5 6 ,  w i t h  5 , 1 3 9  males a n d  

3 , 2 5 7  f e m a l e s .  The t o t a l  i i e s e r v e  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  1 , 3 9 5  

w i t h  712  m a l e s  2nd  673 f e m a l e s .  'I'he d i s c r e p a n c y  S e t w e c n  





percentayes cf males and females is tabulated in 
8 

Graph $ 2 .  These figures clearly show the "frontier" 

nature of the arez. l'here are several logging an2 nining 

camps, most of which make very little provision for 

"married quarters." Thus, a large seament of the 

population is men living in cam? bunkhouses. Alert Say 

is one of the three centers in the area providing shopping 

facilities and liquor outlets. There is a large influx 

of miners and loggers to Alert Bay on the weekends, 

lookin? to break the monotony of camp life. 

In a survey prepared by the Village of Alert Bay, 

poylation projections were made base3 cn figures up to 

1956. Tne 1966 po~ulation of the Village was 795, and 

of the Reserve was 750, and including the fiffures for 

the unincorporated area, the total was 1610. The 

projected figure for the Village in 1971 was 859, but 

instead of this increase, a decrease in pqulation from 

795 to 743 was recorded. Possible reasons for this 

decline may lie in the decline of the fishing industry, 

and the consequent lack of c,onsumer demand to keep the 

businesses operating. ivith the increasing emphasis on 

air travel, Port Hardy an3 Port IkcNeil are becoming 

increasinqly imcortant in the econony of the area. The 

Indian Agency was scheduled to move to Port Hardy in 1970, 

and several Alert Bay businesses have opened facilities 





in Port NcNeil. 

The Economy 

Fror the time of the arrival of the first 

missionary in the Ninete2nth Century, and the 

establishment of the now defunct fish packing plant and 

sawmill, Alert Say has been the major shocping and social 

center for Indians from the outlying reserves. Service 

personnel made Alert Bay their headquarters, and the major 

regional medical, police, schocl, Indian Affairs, and 

shoypin~ facilities have been located there. This has led 

to the migraticn of many Indians from outlying reserves 

to this center. 

There is at present no predominant industry in 

Alert Bay. Kost residents are loggers, fishermen, or 

service personnel. Logqing is done on nearby Vancouver 

Island and in mainland inlets. Fishing is the major 

commercial enterprise. Conmercial salmcn fishing is the 

stated occupation of seventy-five percent of the male 

Indians. 
9 

There are three metho& of fishing for salmon: 

seineing, trollin7, and gillnetting. Seine bcats usually 



have a  crew from four  t o  seven men. They f i s h  only 

i n  t h e  daytime. The sk ipper  of a  s e i n e  boat has the  

h ighes t  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  f i s h i n ?  f l e e t .  ?'he ca tch  of a  s e i n e  

boat i s  divided i n t o  eleven shares:  t h e r e  a r e  two and 

a  h a l f  shares  f o r  t h e  kca t  owner, one and a  h a l f  f o r  t h e  

n e t  owner, two sha res  f o r  t h e  c a p t a i n ,  and cne f o r  each 

of t h e  crew. Expenses f o r  f u e l  a r e  deducted from t h e  

g ross  earn ings  of t h e  boat.  The boat owner pays f o r  

r e p a i r s ,  and t h e  cap ta in  and crew sha re  expenses equa l ly  

f o r  t h e  food. Se iners  and t h e  a i l l n e t t e r s  a r e  allowed 

by t h e  Department of F i s h e r i e s  t o  f i s h  c e r t a i n  days i n  

c e r t a i n  a reas .  

Tro l l ing  i s  an zpera t ion  u s u a l l y  involving two 

persons. One s t e e r s  t h e  boat  while  t h e  o t h e r  p u l l s  i n  

l i n e s  and takes  o f f  t h e  f i s h .  They a l s o  f i s h  i n  d a y l i g h t ,  

but  they a r e  allowed t o  f i s h  a l l  week, and t h e r e f o r e  i c e  

t h e i r  f i s h  and come i n  t o  d e l i v e r  only  when they have a  

load. k higher  p r i c e  i s  paid f o r  t r o l l  salmon because 

they a r e  s a i d  t o  have l e s s  marks then n e t t e d  f i s h  Secause 

they  a r e  ev i sce ra ted .  T r o l l e r s  g e n e r a l l y  hava b iqqer ,  

more e q e n s i v e  boats  and more extens ive  e q u i p e n t  than 

g i l l n e t t e r s ,  al though many Soa t s  a r e  equipped f o r  bcth.  

G i l l n e t  f i s h i n g  i s  g e n e r a l l y  a  one man oeera t ion .  

The ne t  i s  put i n t o  the  water from a  drum, allovded t o  

hang v e r t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  water ,  and then r o l l e d  back i n  on 
f 



t h e  drum. The f i s h ,  i f  t hey  cannot see  t h e  n e t ,  w i l l  

swia i n t o  it and be cauqht by t h e  g i l l s .  n u s  it i s  

very i r n ~ o r t a n t  t o  have a ne t  of a  co lo r  t h a t  i s  not 

v i s i b l e  t o  t h e  f i s h  i n  t h e  water ,  and w e b  of such a s i z e  

t h a t  t h e  f i s h  w i l l .  not be a b l e  t o  swin throuc~h. 

G i l l n e t t e r s  ca tch  most of t h e i r  f i s h  jus t  a t  dusk and 

dawn when l i g h t  condi t ions  se rve  t o  h i d e  t h e  n e t ,  a l t h o q h  

they  usua l ly  f i s h  round-the-clock. 

Soci31 s t a t u s  amcng fishermen i s  deterinined by 

t h e  s i z e  of t h e  owned boa t ,  and more important,  by t h e  

number of f i s h  caught. Generzilly s e i n e  s k i p ~ e r s  have 

the  h ighes t  s t a t u s ,  follcwed by t r o l l e r s ,  g i l l n e t t e r s ,  

and f i n a l l y  s e i n e  crew. 3 u t  a  " h i g h - l i n e r , "  t h a t  i s ,  

t h e  person who ca tches  t h e  most f i s h ,  has  a higher  s t a t u s  

wi th in  h i s  c a t e ~ o r y .  "Eigh boat"  f o r  t h e  day, t h e  week 

an3 t h e  season i s  a cons tant  to5 . i c  of d iscuss ion .  The 

fishermen ga the r  i n  t h e  S3r on t h e  weekend and p lay  a  

very con- l ica ted  game of " 1 ' 1 1  t e l l  t h e  t r u t h  i f  you w i l l ,  

Sut  I d o n ' t  t r u s t  you s o  I ' l l  ? lay  it cagey." Some men 

a r e  known never t o  " t e l l  f i r s t "  hod inany f i s h  they  c a u ~ h t ,  

and then always t o  add  a  few f i s h  t o  t h e  c t h e r  ne r son ' s  

t o t a l .  The person bested then has s e v e r a l  a l t e r n a t i v e s  

o p n .  One i s  t o  c a s u a l l y  l e t  s l i ~  l a t e r  i n  t h e  

conversat ion a f i ~ u r e  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  h i s  o r i ~ i n a l  

s ta tement  under-estimated h i s  a c t u a l  ca tch .  He i s  then 



one-up, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  h i s  opaonent s u f f e r s  t h i s  i n  s i l e n c e  

and r e f u s e s  t o  ackn~wledge t h e  discrepancy. Later  g l e e f u l  

remarks such a s ,  "You should have seen J o e ' s  f a c e  when 1 

s a i d  how many sockeye I had,"  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  na tu re  of 

t h e  games being played. ' F i s h  s t o r i e s '  a r e  a  way of l i f e .  

Fishermen do a t  t imes confide t h e i r  a c t u a l  ca tch  t o  a  

f r i e n d ,  but t h e  t a l k  on t h e  radio-phone g ives  t h e  

impression t h a t  a l l  f i she rnen  a r e  s t a rv ing .  Xost of t h e  

fishermen havz t h e i r  radio-telephone switched t o  t h e  

f i sherman 's  band day and n igh t ,  t o  p ick  up "hot t i p s ' '  on 

where t h e  f i s h  a re .  Since f r i e n d s  want t o  l e t  each 

o ther  i n  on good f i s h i n g  without  a l e r t i n g  the  e n t i r e  

f l e e t ,  codes and subter fuqes  a r e  r e s o r t e d  to .  The In3ian ,  

Jaoqnese,  F innish ,  and o the r  e t h n i c  Canadian f l e e t ?  who 

k n o v  a sacond languaqe a r e  a t  a n  advantqge here.  Unilingual 

fishermen o f t e n  ge t  q u i t e  upset  and curse  a t  any group 

speaking another language, because they  a r e  c e r t a i n  they  

a r e  disadvantaged i n  missing r e p o r t s  on good f i s h i n g .  

Fishing a reas  a r e  open a t  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  of t h e  

Department of F i s h e r i e s ,  and the  time a l l o t t e d  i n  a  

calendar  week ranges from no days ( c l o s u r e  of t h e  a r e a )  

t o  f i v e  days. vvhatever t ime i s  p e r x i t t e d  i s  known a s  

t h e  " f i s h i n g  week," with t h e  r e s t  of t h e  calendar  week 

being c a l l e d  t h e  "veckend" even i f  it i s  f i v e  days l m g .  

Because most of t h e  fishermen i n  A le r t  Bay a r e  



g i l l n e t t e r s  or  s e i n e r s ,  t h e  whole community revolves  

around the  f i s h i n g  week. S to res  must have e x t r a  supp l i e s  

Saturday f o r  boat crews. They o f t en  open Sunday t o  

d e l i v e r  meat and frozen goods t o  t h e  Soats .  Housewives 

a r e  anxious on t h e  l a s t  day of f i s h i n g  t o  f i n d  out i f  

another day has Seen granted  by t h e  Department of 

F i s h e r i e s .  Having a  husband hone f o r  a five-day weekend 

poses p r ~ b l e m s  f o r  many fami l i e s .  T h e  s t r e e t s  a r e  

n e a r l y  dese r t ed  during t h e  f i s h i n g  week. 

Nany of t h e  Indians  t ake  t h e i r  wives and ch i ld ren  

alonq on t h e  boat .  On a s e i n e  boat t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  wife 

w i l l  o f t e n  a c t  as  cook--receiving one share  of t h e  catch.  

Ol32r c h i l d r e n  a re  accepted a s  crew a s  soon a s  they  a r e  

a b l e  t o  ~ e r f o r m  t h e  job. Many ch i ld ren  have spent  

summers aboard the  boat from t h e  time they  were born. This 

of course a p p l i e s  only t o  t h e  f a m i l i e s  of g i l l n e t t e r s  and 

s e i n e  s k i ~ p e r s .  .fkives and ch i ld ren  of s e i n e  crew members 

have t o  s t a y  a t  home. This means t h a t  c h i l d r e n  from 

f a m i l i e s  t h a t  have a  boat r ece ive  a  very e a r l y  and 

cont inuing educat ion i n  t h e  s k i l l s  of ca tching  f i s h ,  but 

those of crew members a r e  l e s s  wel l  placed. Iv:any Indian 

women s t a t e  t h a t  they  a r e  lone ly  i f  they  a r e  l e f t  a lone i n  

t h e  house. The men f e e l  t h e  same way i f  they  a r e  alone 

f i s h i n g .  This i s  a t  l e a s t  p a r t  of t h e  reason t h a t  the 

wife  and c h i l d r e n  a r e  taken along f i s h i n g ,  o f t e n  i n  



extremely cramped q u a r t e r s ,  and i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  they mqy serve  no u s e f u l  surpose.  Zspec ia l ly  on a  

g i l l n e t t e r  where t h e  ne t  i s  l e f t  i n  t h e  water f o r  varying 

per iods  of t ime, t h e  man has p len ty  of time t o  do h i s  

own cooking, The Xhite fisherman g e n e r a l l y  does not t ake  

h i s  wife  f i sh inq .  The reasons he g ives  a r e  t h a t  t h e  boat 

i s  t o o  smal l ,  and t h a t  he l i k e s  a l i t t l e  'peace and q u i e t . '  

The Lh i t e  wife  g e n e r a l l y  ex3resses  both boredom a t  he r  

enforced i n a c t i v i t y ,  and t h e  same d e s i r e  f o r  'peace and 

q u i e t '  a t  home while  h e r  husband i s  f i s h i n g .  The 

immession qiven i s  t h a t  t h e  enforced to(yet71erness 

n e c e s s i t a t e s  more i n t e r 3 c t i o n  than i s  des i red  by e i t h e r  

hush3n3 or  wi fe ,  while  t h e  Indiqn couple a r2  a b l e  t o  cope 

with the  s i t u a t i o n  because they  do not f e e l  it necessary 

t o  be i n  cons tant  i n t e r a c t i m .  

Another p a r t  of t h e  reason f o r  t h e  Indian t ak ing  

h i s  wife  i s  t h a t ,  " In  t h i s  way they  a r e  a b l e  t o  ensure 

sexual  f i d e l i t y  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e i r  wives a s  we l l  a s  t o  

have companionship." 
10 

Statements by informants i n  A l e r t  

Bay i n d i z a t e  t h a t  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  i s  genera l .  

The Ind i sn  couple a r e  more comfortable wi th  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  sex  r o l e s .  hhen they  a r e  on the  boat t h e  

man i s  boss--he does t h e  f i s h i n g ,  The woman cooks, locks 

a f t e r  t h e  c h i l 3 r e n ,  and t a k e s  an occas ional  t u r n  a t  

s t e e r i n g  t h e  Soat on a  long run t o  o r  from t h e  f i s h i n g  
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grounds. The Indian woxen expressed t h e  same f e a r s  of  

t h e  s e a ,  an3 t h e  same amount of seas ickness  a s  t h e i r  Ip:hite 

compatr iots .  The d i f f e r e n c e  was t h a t  t h e  Indian woaan 

tended t o  s t i c k  with t h e  boat while t h e  Whites locked f o r  

reasons t o  s t a y  home. 

On a  s e i n e  boat where t h e r e  a r e  four  t o  s i x  

crewmen, t h e  ca? ta in  o f t e n  t akes  h i s  wife  a s  cook. The 

d i f f e r e n c e  h e r e  betwesn t h e  Indian and ;dhite woman i s  t h a t  

the  researcher  never heard of  an Indian woman 'boss ing '  

the  crew, while  the  Tdhite c a p t a i n ' s  wife was f r equen t ly  

regarded a s  bossy, pushy, domineering, and genera l ly  

obnoxious by the  crew. The same cornnents he ld  t r u e  f o r  

t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  ch i ld ren .  I t  was o f t e n  s a i d  b17 crew members 

t h a t  t h e  h%ite c h i l d r e n  were b r a t s  o r  tcok advantage of 

t h e  crew, but t h e  Indian ch i ld ren  were e i t h e r  i n v i s i b l e  

o r  they worked along with t h e  men. They never t r i e d  t o  

' p u l l  rank. '  

This enables  t h e  ch i ld ren  t o  l e a r n  a  g r e a t  dea l  

about f i s h i n g  f r o 9  a  very age. Many boys a r e  we l l  

q u a l l f i e ?  fishermen as sson a s  t h l y  a r e  phys ica l ly  capable 

of doinq t h e  w o r k .  A f e v  years  aqo i t  wasn ' t  unucual f o r  

a boy of four teen  t o  take out  his own g i l l n e t  boat .  Today 

he must be a t  l r a s t  eicjhteen t o  g e t  a l i c e n s e  from t h e  

Dep3rtncnt of F i s h e r i e s ,  but  he can earn a crew sha re  on a 

s s i n e  boat.  The 1968 boat l i c e n s e  l i n i t z i t i c n  law w i l l  make 



i t  more d i f f i c u l t  f o r  men t o  g e t  t h e i r  own boats .  This 

w i l l  ?robably have q u i t e  an e f f e c t  on t h e  f i s h i n g  

f a m i l i e s  i n  A l e r t  Bay, a s  f i s h i n g  i s  t h e  major means of 

br inging  money i n t o  t h e  area .  This l a w  i s  designed t o  

reduce t h e  s i z e  of t h e  f i s h i n g  f l e e t  by g radua l ly  

e l imina t ing  t h e  smaller  boats .  

U p  u n t i l  a  few yea r s  ago t h e r e  were a  number of 

f i s h  p c k i n a  companies opera t ing  a l l  a l o n ~  t h e  coas t .  

Inqian men would r e n t  o r  buy a  boat from, and f i s h  f o r ,  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  company while t h e i r  wives and c h i l d r e n  l i v e d  

and worked a t  t h e  cannery. There has  been a  conso l ida t ion  

of these  smaller  companies u n t i l  t h e r e  a r e  only a  few 

l a r g e  concerns,  and t h e  c o a s t a l  canner ies  have been closed.  

Now a l l  t h e  f i s h  i s  iced  and t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  l a r g e  canner ies  

a t  a  very few c e n t e r s .  A l e r t  Bay has been a f f e c t e d  by t h i s  

and i t  has  e l iminated  jobs f o r  t h e  wo.nen of A l e r t  Bay and 

along most of t h e  coas t .  

'The men a r e  t i e d  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  company through 

t h e  c r e d i t  system. A young man s t a r t i n g  out may r e n t  a  

boat from a  company. Before he s t a r t s  f i s h i n g  he needs a  

ne t  and o the r  f i s h i n q  qear .  He Suys t h i s  on c r e d i t  from 

t h e  company. He can q e t  money and coucons for  food and 

f u e l  3uring the  f i s h i n q  season. I n  t h e  f a l l  a t  t h e  c l o s e  

of the sal-ron season,  when h i s  f i s h  and h i s  debts  a r e  

t ~ l l i e d ,  he may f i n d  t h a t  he has  two thousand d o l l a r s  i n  



hand or  t h a t  he i s  i n  debt t o  t h e  company, I n  e i t h e r  case ,  

i f  he h3s proven himself f a i r l y  r e snons ib le ,  o r  i f  he has  

caumht more than t h e  averaqe number of f i s h ,  t h e  company 

wants him t o  f i s h  a T a i n  t h e  followinq season. He can g e t  

money from t h e  company during t h e  w i n t e r ,  charge n e t s ,  buy 

a boqt ,  ? n d  charqe r e m i r s ,  A t  t h e  end of t h e  fol lowing 

season, e s p e c i a l l y  i f  it i s  a poor one, he may be many 

thousands of d o l l a r s  i n  debt.  And s o  he must f i sh- - for  

t h e  same company--the fol lowing season. I n  one case  i n  

t h e  summer of 1969, a young man had t o  ca tch  f i v e  

thousand d o l l a r s  worth of f i s h  before he could make t h a t  

y e a r ' s  payment. But a s  t h e  season progressed,  h i s  debt 

(emergency boat r e p a i r s ,  food and f u e l )  again increassd .  

Because i t  was a  poor f i s h i n g  year he was unable t o  

make t h e  payinent, earned no money f o r  l i v i n g  expenses and 

had t o  pay a  h igh  i n t e r e s t  r a t e .  So long a s  one i s  

t u r n i n g  f i s h  i n  t o  t h e  company, it i s  happy t o  have one 

i n  debt.  A man badly i n  debt i s  u n l i k e l y  t o  vote  f o r  a  

s t r i k e .  Because t h e  fishermen a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  buying 

b i ~ q e r  a n d  b e t t e r  boats  with more and more e l e c t r o n i c  

equipment, a s  a  crroup they  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  i n  debt.  n e y  

'owe t h e i r  sou l  t o  the  c o ~ ~ a n y  s t o r e , '  a s  they  put i t ,  

Many Inqians  3o not c l e a r l y  understand t h e  system 

of cre4i. t .  A s  Xohner has  rem3rked: 

Some men have f o r f e i t e d  t h e i r  boats  because they 



d id  not make payments on them. A t y c i c a l  w a y  
of los ing  a boat i s  by mortgaging i t  t o  a 
f i s h  company f ~ r  a  n e t ,  which o f t e n  c o s t s  about 
$1,00C.00, and then neglec t ing  t o  make p a p e n t  
o n  the  n e t ,  thereby l o s i n ?  both boat an3 net .  
Because they understand why the  ne t  >Jas taken 
f r m  them but  not  t h e  boa t ,  they f e e l  t h a t  
:qhites a r e  chea t ing  thzm. Frequent ly,  they  do 
not understand the  impl ica t ion  of a mortgage: 
a t r a n s a c t i o n  might be both honest and l e g a l  
from t h e  f i s h  company's viewpoint. 11 

A man opera t ing  a  g i l l n e t t e r  g e n e r a l l y  makes more 

money than a  s e i n e  c r m  member, although he has h igher  

expenses and ca tches  fewer f i s h ,  Most Indians  p r e f e r  t o  

havs t h e i r  own ?mat so  t h a t  they  can be t h e i r  own boss. 

The r e l a t i o n  of  s e i n e  boat skipper  t o  h i s  crew can be an 

unhappy one. 

Crew memSers o f t e n  grumble becauss t h e  ski-per  
takes  t h e  b m t  t o  a reas  where they do not th ink  
i t  should 5 e  taken ,  us ing  f u e l ,  t he  c o s t  of 
which must be deducted from a l l  sharas .  Some 
skippers  a r e  aczused of cheat ing  t h e i r  crews, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  msn2ginq t h e  books. 12 

Fishing i s  a  v e r y  unce r t a in  occupation. The color  

and kind of n e t ,  c losures  'oy t h e  Department of F i s h e r i e s ,  

s t r i k e s ,  yoor weather,  Soat Sreakdown, an3 pauci ty  of f i s h  

a l l  combine t o  produce good an3 bsd years  f o r  fishermen. 

The f i s h i n g  econoTy has  a g r e a t  inf luence  on t h e  whole 

comrriunity, Coxrnents made by businessmen during t h e  poor 

f i s h i n g  season of 1969 i n d i c a t e  the e x t z n t  of t h i s :  "vie ' l l  

be t i q h t e n i n g  our S e l t s  t h i s  i ~ i n t e r , ' ~  and "There ' l l -  Se a  

r a a l  q u i e t  Chr is tnas  t h i s  year." 



Receiving some thousands of dollars in a lump sum 

in the fall leads to great difficulties for many--if not 

most--fishing families. There is a tendency to buy 

clothes, household goods, etc., all at the time of 

settlement so that the money very soon disappears. The 

family must then make do, find winter work, welfare or 

unemployment insurance until the following year. An 

example of the effect of this type of spending among the 

Indians is that many of them begin wood carving just before 

Christmas, and peddle their wzres door to door or to the 

always willing shopkeepers--at far less than their normal 

value. 

Many men get another job after fishing, generally 

logfling, construction, or mining. They quit these jobs 

before fishing, knowing they can get another after fishing 

season. There is no thought of permanency in these jobs. 

Unemrlqment is not reqarded as something worrisome. Two 

or three or four weeks or more between jobs is an 

accepted state of affairs. Any fisherman who pays 

unemployment insurance while fishing for fifteen weeks 

is entitled to seasonal benefits which last from December 

1 to Play 15. 

Many of the fishing families, and their friends, 

both Indian and 'ivhite, home-can salrnon for the winter. The 

Indians are allowed special privileges for food fishing. 



It generally involves a coopcrstive effort, with each 

family de~ending on the person ~ o s t  closely related to 

them who owns a boat. Scme of the Indian families also 

smoke an3 dry salmon, but this depends very much on 

individual initiative. 

Some Indian families gather Oulachon fish and 

render the oil. The oil is greatly prized and is 

occasionally avsil?ble for sale, but only through an 

interpersonal network. Seaweed is still collected and 

dried by some families, as are claas. Other seafood may 

be o5tained in season, but aqain this denends very much 

on the availability of a boat, and individual initiative, 

Unfortunately those Indians most in need of dietary 

su?plements, a r s  those least able to'obtai? the 

transportation necessary to harvest the available seafoods. 

An examination of some of the statistics on 

welfare give some further insi?ht into the economic 

situation i? Alert Bay, According to Indian Affairs 

statistics for 1968, for the Nimpkish Band only, ninety 

Ninnkish Indians in Alert 3ay, both male and female, 

wers permanently emnloyed. ?here were fifteen 

Indian-~.med fish boats, The average family incoae was 

threz thousand dollars. mere were twenty familes, 

consisti~g cf fifty persons, on permanent wslfare, and 

there were fiftezn children in care of the Dap2rtment of 



Soc ia l  \ (e l fa re .  

bdelfare payments i n  Ale r t  Bay a r e  an ixpor tan t  

source of income. In ter im s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  Apr i l  1969 

g ive  a  c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  of t h e  wel fare  s i t u a t i o n .  There 

were e ighteen  unemployable heads of f a m i l i e s  on permanent 

wel fare .  m e r e  were f i v e  unemployed employables on 

somewhat permanent wel fare ,  t e n  on seasonal  wel fare  (two 

t o  t h r e e  months) and seventy-two se l f -suppor ted  fami l i e s .  
13 

There a r e  some s i x t y - f i v e  bus inesses  i n  A l e r t  Bay, 

inc luding  two main grocery s t o r e s ,  p lus  a  t h i r d  s t o r e  t h a t  

i s  owned by a  f i s h  comnany and open only  during t h e  f i s h i n g  

season. f i e r e  were, i n  1969, f i v e  s t o r e s  t h a t  so13 a  

v a r i e t y  of 3ry-goods, two s t o r e s  t h a t  s o l d  hardware, one 

drug s t o r e ,  t h r e e  c a f e s ,  two r a d i o  r e p l i r  shops, a bank 

branch, a  f l o r i s t ,  a  movie t h e a t r e ,  two sh ipyards ,  a  

barbershop and a  v a r i e t y  of o the r  small  bus inesses  

providing s e r v i c e s  t o  t h e  community. Perhaps t h e  most 

popular s t o r e  on t h e  I s l a n d  i s  t h e  Liquor Control Board 

s t o r e .  

Nost of the  major o i l  companies a r e  represented  

i n  Ale r t  Bay. Althcugh a l l  of them have docks f o r  

r e f u e l i n g  boa t s ,  not a l l  of them se rve  ca r s .  There i s  a 

f l e ~ t  of t e n  t a x i s  on t h e  I s l a n d ,  and they  provide t h e  

major t r a n s ~ o r t a t i o n ,  althouqh even by 1958, t h e r e  were 

one hundred and th i r ty - two  p r i v a t e  c a r s  and t rucks .  A t a x i  



t r i p  costs f i f t y  c e n t s  p e r  p e r s o n ,  anywhere  on t h e  I s l a n d .  

The c a r s  h a v e  r a d i o - p h o n e s  a n d  t h e y  p i c k  u p  a n d  d e l i v e r  a s  

many p a s s e n g e r s  a s  t h e y  c a n  g o i n g  i n  o n e  d i r e c t i o n ,  a n d  

t h e n  s t a r t  f rom t h a t  e n d  a n d  r e t u r n ,  p i c k i n g  u p  a n d  

d r o p p i n g  o f f  p a s s e n g e r s  a l l  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d .  

A l though  A l e r t  Bay h a s  most t y p e s  o f  s tores  a n d  

s e r v i c e s ,  many p e o p l e  s h o p  b y  c a t a l o g u e  a n d  h a v e  goods  

s h i p p e d  i n ,  or make a t r i p  t o  Vancouver  f o r  m a j o r  p u r c h a s e s .  

P r i c e s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  h i g h e r  i g  A l e r t  Bay, p a r t l y  d u e  t o  

h i s h  f r e i a h t  r a t e s  a n 3  p a r t l y  due  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

r e t a i l e r s  h a v e ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,  a c a p t i v e  c l i e n t e l e .  

T h e r e  i s  n o t  t o o  much s e l e c t i o n .  For  example ,  t h e r e  may 

be o n l y  one  b r a n d  o f  a n y  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  who le  v i l l a g e .  

S e l e c t i o n  i n  c l o t h i n g  i g  a lso v e r y  p o o r .  

S t .  M i c h a e l ' s  R e s i d e n c e ,  wh ich  employs  s e v e r a l  

p e o p l e  a s  c h i l d  c a r e  w o r k e r s ,  a n d  k i t c h e n  and  l a u n d r y  

w o r k e r s  a n d  S t .  G e o r g e ' s  H o s p i t a l ,  wh ich  employs s e v e n t y  

p e r s o n s  i n  v a r i o u s  c a p a c i t i e s ,  a r e  t h e  m a j o r  e m p l o y e r s  of 

w o m e n  on t h e  I s l a n d .  Many I n d i a n  women are employed a s  

l a u n d r y ,  k i t c h e n  o r  c l e a n i n g  s t a f f .  

A minor  s o u r c e  o f  income i n v c l v e ~  t h e  t o u r i s t  

t r a d e .  Some of t h e  I n 3 i a n s  a r e  a b l e  t o  e a r n  a  b i t  of 

money d u r i n g  t h e  sumner d o i n g  I n d i 3 n  d a n c i n g .  The Kwakwala 

A r t s  a n d  C r a f t s  O r n a n i z a t i o n  p u t s  on a  show o f  I n d i a n  

d a n c i n ~  w i t h  a n a r r a t i v e  i n  E n g l i s h  f o r  t c u r i s t s  f rom t h e  



cruise s?li,s that sto? in Alert Bay. Scme of the older 

people have tauyht children the dancing, and all ages, 

including pre-school children, are paid for taking part 

in a p~rformance. Althcuch the dances are owned as 

inherited property by some of the older people, children 

from non-chiefly families are able to take part. Because 

the men may be out fishing when the tourist boats con-ie, 

it is mainly women, children and retired men who perfora. 

Some of the Indians do wood carving and silver * 

work. Some do tr2ditional designs on less traditional 

handicrafts such as pottery and printing on cloth for wall 

hangings, etc. T'hcse crafts are for sale at the Big House 

when the tourist dances are performed. They are also sold 

to the retailers in the Villaqe. All retailers, including 

the one Indian cafe, put a fifty to one hundred percent 

mark-up on these items. 

In qznzral, the covrnunity seems to be dying 
econcrr;ically. Fishin7 is declining, and will 
decline further with the 1968 license 
limitations. Logging has becone stabilized, 
tending to tree-farminq in the more accessible 
areas. Nith large numbers of Indians 
inigr3tinq to Alert Bay, mainly for the 
educ3tional o~oortunities, and the lack of 
work available on the IslanZ, m m y  of them are 
on wzlfare for part of the year, and are thus 
not heavy consumers of the 0~03s and services 
provicled by local 5usine;szs. There is a very 
high ratio of service to basic occupations 
among the bdhites on the Island. It has been 
sug~zsted "that the com~gnity has largely a 
'one-crop' econo-vy consisting of Indians. "14 



I n  t h e  l i ~ h t  of a  d e c l i n i n g  p c ~ u l a t i c n  i n  t h e  V i l l a g e ,  it  

a p p e 2 r s  t h a t  t h e  e f f a c t s  o f  e c o n n m i c  d e c l i n e  a r e  a l r e a d y  

a c t i n g  t@ f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t  t h e  r a n g e  o f  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  

t c  t h e  r e m a i n i n ?  r e s i d e n t s .  

The C h u r c h  

T h e r e  a r e  four c h u r c h e s  i n  A l e r t  Bay: A n g l i c a n ,  

P e n t e c o s t a l ,  U n i t e d  a n d  goman C a t h o l i c .  The A n g l i c a n  

c h u r c h  i s  s i t u a t e d  b e t w e e n  t w o  s e c t i o n s  o f  I n 6 i a n  h e s e r v e .  

The m a j o r i t y  o f  I n 3 i a n s  i n  A l e r t  Bay c o n s i d e r  t h e ~ ~ s ? l v e s  

Ancr l ican.  S t .  N i c h a e l ' s  ; ? e s i ? e n t i a l  S c h ~ o l ,  becjun b y  t h e  

f i r s t  m i s s i c n a r y ,  w a s  u n d e r  A n u l i c a n  a u s n i c e s  u n t i l  it 

w a s  t a k e n  o v e r  by t h e  I n d i 3 n  A f f a i r s  D e n 3 r t r c e n t  A p r i l  1, 

me U n i t e d  C h u r c h  draws a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  f r o m  
t h e  ' ,~t-)i te p c p l a t i c n  i 2  A l e r t  Bay, t h e  A n ~ l i c a n  
f r c ~  ' r .oth ; i h i t e  a n d  I n 3 i - . r ? ,  anc? t h e  P e n t e c c s t a l  
l a r g e l y  froa t h e  I n d i a n  p c p u l a t i c n .  ldcne o f  
t h e  c h u r c h e s  h a s  a  l a r g e  o r  c o n s i s t e n t  
a t t e n 3 a n c e  f r o m  I n d i ~ n s  or , i h i t e s .  hembers o f  
t h e  s u b s i s t i n g - o r i e n t e d  c l a s s  a p r e a r  t o  a t t e n d  
E e n t e c o s t a l  s e r v i c e s  more f r e q u e n t l y  t h a n  
A n g l i c a n ,  a n d  memkers of t h e  f u t u r e - o r i e n t e d  
c l a s s  a p p s a r  t o  - r e f e r  A n g l i c a n  m o r e  o f t e n  

1 5  t h a n  P e n t e c o s t a l .  

One I n d i a n  i n f o r m a n t  p u t  i t  t h i s  way: " I n d i a n s  

a r c u n d  h ~ r c  a r e  m a r r i e c ?  a n 2  b u r i e d  A n g l i c a n .  The res t  o f  



t h e  t i m e  t h e y ' r e  P e n t e c o s t a l  i f  t h e y ' r e  a n y t h i n g - - w h i c h  

m o s t  of them a r z n ' t . "  

The A n ~ l i c a n  m i n i s t e r ,  Rev. D. S t 3 n n a r 3 ,  s t a t e s  

t h s t  o n  p a F e r  tie:elve h u n ? r s 3  p s o r l e  or s i x t y  p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  p o , u l a t i o n  o f  A l e r t  3 a y  a r e  A n g l i c a n .  I n  f ac t  a b o u t  

t e n  p e r c e n t  of t h e  ~ o p u l a t i o n  t a k e  a n y  p a r t  i n  c h u r c h  

a c t i v i t i e s .  T h r ? e  or f o u r  p e o p l e  a t t e n d  t h e  9 ; 0 0  a.m. 

S u n d a y  Corn-uvion S s r v i c e .  T h e r e  a r e  f i f t y  or s i x t y  a t  

t h e  11:00 a . m .  s e r v i c e  a n d  t w e l v e  t o  t h i r t y  S u n d s y  

evnninq. L q s t  year  t h e  S u n d a y  s c h o o l  h a d  a n  a t t e n d a n c e  o f  

o n e  hun4rec3 a n - i  t h i r t y  t o  o n e  h u n d r e d  and f i f t y  i n c l u d i n g  

f i f t y  t o  s e v e n t y - f i v e  c h i l d r 2 n  from S t .  i<Tichae l1  s 

X e s i l s n c e .  T h e r e  a r a  t w o  women's  g r o u p s ,  a n  a f t e r n o o n  

g r o u p  w i t h  a h o u t  t w e n t y  m s m b e r s ,  a n d  a n  e v e n i n g  g r o u p  w i t h  

f i f t e e n .  T h e r e  i s  a  g r o u p  of a b o u t  f i z t e e n  g i r l s  ages 

t e n  t o  f o u r t e e n  L J ~ O  meet w e e k l y ;  t h e r e  are c o n f i r m a t i o n  

c l a s s e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s ,  a c h o i r  o f  f i f t e e n  t o  

t w e n t y  p e o p l e  a n d  a s m a l l  ' d i k l e  s t u d y  g r o u n .  F r i d a y  

e v e n i n g s  t h a r e  a r e  a b m t  t w e n t y - f i v e  p e r s o n s ,  g e n e r a l l y  

o l d e r  I n d i a n s ,  -ho a t t e n d  t h e  Kwakwala P r a y e r  i d e e t i n q .  

Tho n i n i s t e r  i s  v e r y  much a g 3 i n s t  t h e  p o t l a c h  

r e v i v a l  c u r r f n t  i n  t h e  a r ? a .  ila s t a t e d  t h a t  l a s t  y e a r  

a widow r n o r t ~ a g e 3  h e r  old a g e  p e n s i o n  t o  q i v e  ,3 p c t l a c h .  

H e  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  o v e r  t h i r t y  t h c v s a n d  d o l l a r s  w a s  g i v e n  

away  i n  p o t l a c h e s  l a s t  year. H e  f e e l s  t h a t  A l e r t  Bay i s  



a  p o v e r t y  c u l t u r e - - n o t  b e c a u s e  o f  l a c k  of money--but  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  way i t  i s  s p e n t .  H e  es t imates  t h a t  

s e v e n t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  cf t h e  f a m i l i e s  i n  A l e r t  Bay s u f f z r  

d u e  t o  a l c o h o l ,  a n ?  t h a t  e v e r y  f 3 n i l y  h a s  a t  l e a s t  c n e  

~ e m 5 e r  w i t h  a n  a l c c i o l  ~ r o h l e m .  I n  some f a m i l i e s  t h i s  

p r o 3 l e m  i s  h i d d e n  t o  ' s a v e  f a c e . '  

X e  says t h a t  i n  many f a m i l i e s  t h e  q r a n d ~ a r e n t s  

b r i n q  u p  t h e  c h i l f l r e n ,  and p a r e n t s  have  l o s t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n .  He s ta tes  t h a t  " t h e r e  i s  n o  l o v e  of t h e  

c h i l d  t h a t  l e a 3 s  t o  c o n s t r u c t i v e  d i s c i 2 l i n e . "  I n d i a n  

c h i l d r e n  a r e  more m a t u r e  a n d  better a b l e  t o  take 

r e s p o n s i k i l i t y  i n  many w a y s ,  b u t  t h e y  are  more 

i r r e s p c n s i ' 3 l e  t h a n  kodh i te  c h i l d r e n  i n  some ways, a n d  i t  i s  

i n  t h e s e  ways  t h a t  t h e y  r e m a i n  i r c e s p c n s i ' o l e  as  a d u l t s .  

S x a n ~ ~ l e s  h e  g a v e  w e r e  c a r e  of p r o p e r t y ,  u s e  o f  a l c o h o l ,  

a n d  f u l f i l l i n g  a n  o b l i g a t i o n .  ( s u n d a y  S c h s o l  t e a c 5 e r s  a r e  

o f t e n  a b s e n t  f r o m  t h e i r  d u t i e s  w i t h o u t  r e a s o n . )  

ide f ee l s  t h a t  t h e  p a t e r n a l i s m  of the q o v e r n n e n t  

a n d  t h e  c ' au rch  h a v e  a l o t  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  I n d i a n s '  

p r o 7 ~ l e m s .  T h e y  h a v e  a n  " e n o t i o n a l  s e n t i m e n t a l  a t t a c h m e n t  

t o  t h e  c h u r c h  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o n e . "  3 u r i n q  

t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  the c h u r c h ,  c l u b s  a n ?  stur.?y q r z u p s  h a v e  

been i n s t i q a t e ?  Sy t h e  m i n i s t e r ,  o n l y  t o  ~ 3 i s i n t e q r a t e  

.hen  h e  l e f t .  His a im i n  his v c r k  a t  t h e  c h u r c h  i s  t o  

e n c c u r a g e  t h e  I n d i a n s  t o  t a k e  r e s ~ o n s i i i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  o m  
b 

k 



o r g a n i z a t i m s .  As a  m a t t e r  o f  p o l i c y ,  h e  r e f u s e s  t o  

i n i t i a t e  g r m p s  un l - e s s  c h u r c h  m m S e r s  a r 9  w i l l i n r j  t o  

a c c e ~ t  r e s n o n s i l - i l i t y  f o r  l e a 8 e r s h i p .  

The P e n t e c o s t a l  I 4 i s s i o n  h a s  been a c t i v e  i n  A l e r t  

Bay  s i n c e  1946 .  It dr3ws s o l e l y  from t h e  I n d i 3 n  

p o r u l a t i m .  About f o r t y  p e o p l e  a t e e n d  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e  a n d  

t h e r e  a r e  e i g h t y  t o  o n e  h u n d r e d  c h i l d r e n  i n  Sunday Schoo l .  

They h o l d  two s e r v i c e s  Sunday,  i n  E n g l i s h  w i t h  some 

Kwakwala hymns, h a v e  a  Awakwala p r a y e r  m e e t i n g  i n  

s o m e a n e ' s  home on h e d n e s d a y ,  a n d  F r i d a y  e v e n i n g  i s  F a m i l y  

N i g h t .  They h a v e  a  xcrnen's q r o u p ,  a  m e n ' s  g r o u p ,  a n d  

Gideon  ~ c c u t s ' ~  f o r  boys .  T h e r e  i s  muc3 more a u d i 2 n c e  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  m ~ r e  c a s u a l  P e n t e c o s t a l  s s r v i c e .  

Many I n d i a n s  s a y  t h e y  f e e l  nore c c m f o r t a b l e  t h e r e  t h a n  i n  

t h e  much more f o r m a l ,  r i t u a l i s t i c  a t m c s ~ h e r e  o f  t h e  

A n g l i c a n  s e r v i c e .  

The U n i t e d  Church ,  o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  X e t h o d i s t  Church ,  

c a n e  t o  A l e r t  Bay i n  1913.  A t  f i r s t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  r e 9 i d e n t  

m i ~ i s t e r  a n 3  t h e  c o n g r e a a t i c n  was s e r v e d  by t h e  m i s s i o n  

boat 'Ro'r)ert  C .  S c o t t .  ' S i n c e  1360 t h e  c h u r c h  h a s  h a d  a  

s e a p l a n e ,  a n 3  t h e  m i n i s t e r - y i l o t  c o v e r s  the l a r g e  K o r t h e r n  

V2ncouver I s l z n d  a r e a .  A n e w  c h u r c h  w a s  b u i l t  i n  1362.  

T h e r e  i s  a v e r y  s m a l l  c o n g r e g a t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  t w e l v e  

a c t i v s  f s m i l i c s  and  f o r t y - f i v e  f a m i l i e s  who a r e  nomina l  

a d h e r 2 n t s .  T h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  f o r t y  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d i n g  



S u n d ~ y  Srhoc l .  Some o f  t h e s e  a r e  I n d i < ? n s  r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  

V i l l a q e ,  h u t  t h e i r  attendant,? i s  d u e  t o  s p a t i 3 1  p r o x i ~ l i t y  

r 3 t h e r  t h ~ n  r 2 l i q i o u s  c o n v i c t i c n .  T h e r e  a r e  e i q h t  OK t e n  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  a n  a d u l t  d i s c u s s i o n  g r o u n ,  a n d  a b o u t  

t w e n t y  mernSers i n  t h e  women ' s  g r o u p .  T h e y  h a v e  h a d  

1 7  
E x p l o r e r s  f o r  g i r l s  i n  g r a d e s  f o u r  t o  s e v e n ,  a n 3  h a d  

a b o u t  f o r t y  m e m b e r s ,  a b o u t  two  t h i r d s  o f  whom w e r e  I n d i a n .  
18 

T h e r e  werz  a b o u t  t w e l v e  C.G.I.T. members, g i r l s  p a s t  

g r a d e  s e v e n ,  w i t h  a b o u t  o n e  t h i r d  L n d i a n  membershi? .  They  

may n o t  be able t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e s e  g r o u p s  d u e  t o  l ack  of 

l e a d e r s .  One c h u r c h  m e m b e r  " s t r o n g l y  a d v i s e s  c u t t i n g  

& x p l o r e r s ]  b a c k  t o  i n c l u d e  o n l y  t h e  t h e  t w e l v e  g i r l s  f r o m  

o u r  o m  c h u r c h .  1.e s h o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  A n g l i c a n s  t o  
1 9  

a c c e p t  some r e s p m s i S i l i t y  f o r  t h i s  work."  As t w o  

t h i r d s  of t h e  f o r t y  g i r l s  w e r e  s a i d  t o  be I n d i m ,  t h i s  

s t a t e n e n t  i s  i n  e f f e c t  a  v e i l e d  a t t e m p t  by t h i s  wornan t o  

e x c l u d e  I n d i a n s .  A s  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  t h e  m a i n  p r o b l e m  i n  

m a i n t ? i n i n u  g r o u p s  i n  A l e r t  S a y ,  a t h r e a t  t o  w i t h d r a w  

l e a d e r s h i p  w o u l d  l p a v e  the m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  awkward p o s i t i o n  

o-E h a v i n g  t o  cornply or h a v i n g  n o  g r o u p  a t  a l l .  A s  t3e 

h u s b a n d  of t h i s  woman w a s  m o s t  v o c i f e r o u s  i n  e x p r e s s i n g  t o  

t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  h i s  c o m r l a i n t s  a b o u t  s c h z o l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  

t h e r e  c a n  be n o  d o u b t  t h a t  t h e  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h i s  woman 

w e r e  tc r i d  t h e  g r o u p  cf Inc j i3n  cjirls. However ,  o n e  c a n  

o n l y  s p e c u l a t e  a s  t o  how much o f  t h i s  a t t i t u d e  o f  r e j e c t i m  



w a s  c o n v n y e d  t o  th2  q i r l s ,  a q e d  e i c r ~ h t  t o  e l e v e n ,  who w e r e  

members of t h e  q r o u p ,  

The A n g l i c a n  a n 2  U n i t e d  C h u r c h  m i n i s t e r s  v i s i t  

a b o u t  o n e  h u n d r e d  c h i l d r e n  a t  S t .  M i c h a e l ' s  ~ X e s i d e n c e  

o n e  n i g h t  a week a n d  S u n d a y  m o r n i n g  w i t h  v o l u n t e e r s  f r o m  

t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  The U n i t e d  C h u r c h  m i n i s t e r ,  Rev. P e t e r  

Newber ry ,  a l s o  h a d  a g r o u p  of a b o u t  f i f t e e n  b o y s ,  t e n  a n d  

o l d e r ,  f o r  w e e k l y  a c t i v i t i e s .  H e  d c e s  f a m i l y  c o u n s e l l i n g  

w i t h  p o p l e  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  comrriunity a n d  i s  a c t i v e  

i n  communi ty  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  

F o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  t h e  U n i t e d  C h u r c h  h a s  h a d  ' T h e  

In -Be tween  C o f f e e  H o u s e '  F r i 3 a y  e v e n i n g s  f o r  y o u n g  a d u l t s .  

There i s  l i v e  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  games ,  a n d  c o f f e e .  T h i s  i s  

a soc ia l  e v e n i n g  o p e n  t o  a n y o n e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c h u r c h  c l u b .  

The c h u r c h  a l s o  s p o n s o r s  t o - i c a l  f i l m s  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  h a l l  

a s  a  c o ~ n u n i t y  s e r v i c e .  Teen  d a n c e s  a r e  o c c a s i o n a l l y  h e l d  

i n  t h e  c h u r c h  h a l l .  

A Roman C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  was  b u i l t  i n  1 9 5 1  a n d  

s e r v e s  a s m a l l  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  The p r i e s t  l i v e s  i n  2 o r t  

A l i c e  o n  V a n c o u v e r  I s l ? n d  a n 3  s e r v e s  a l a r g e  X o r t h  I s l a n d  

a r e a .  U n t i l  1957,  t h e  p r i e s t  l i v e d  i n  O c e a n  F a l l s  a n d  

c o v e r e d  m o s t  of t h e  X o r t h  C o a s t a l  a r e a .  A p r i e s t  w a s  

r e s i z c n t  i n  A l e r t  Bay  f o r  a  f e w  y e a r s  from 1 9 5 7 ,  b u t  t l ~ e  

s m a l l  c o n g r e g a t i o n  d i d  n o t  w a r r a n t  h i s  c o n t i n u a l  s e r v i c e .  

The lol- jging a n d  m i n i n g  Lowns o n  V a n c o u v e r  I s l a n d  h a 2  a  more 



c o n c e n t r a t e d  C a t h o l i c  p o p u l a t i o n .  

A s i d e  from t h e  c h i l 3 r e n  who a t t e n d  S u n d a y  S c h o o l ,  

a t t e n d a n c e  a t  a n d  i n t e r e s t  i n  c h u r c h  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  A l e r t  

Bay i s  v e r y  l i m i t e . 3 .  3 0 t h  t h e  A n g l i c a n  a n d  U n i t e d  

C h u r c h e s  h a v e  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  r e c r u i t i n g  r e l i a b l e  l e a d e r s  

t o  c a r r y  o u t  a n y  g r o u p  a c t i v i t i e s .  A l l  i n  a l l  t h e  c h u r c h  

h a s  l i t t l e  effect  o n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  A l e r t  Bay. 

R e c r e a t i o n  

I n  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  of l e i s u r e  t i m e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  

A l e r t  Bay, u n d o u b t e 4 l y  t h e  m o s t  n o t i c e a b l e  i s  t h e  a c t i v i t y  

m i n  t h e  pubs. l h e r e  a r e  t w o  beer p a r l o r s ,  t h e  N i m p k i s h  a n d  

t h e  H a r S o r  I n n ,  a n d  a  R o y a l  C a n a d i a n  L e q i c n  B r a n c h  i n  

A l e r t  Bay. The H a r b o r  I n n  i s  n o t e d  fo r  h a v i n g  a  rowdy 

c r o w d ,  y e t  i t  i s  o f t e n  t h e  q u i e t e s t  p l a c e  i n  town b e c a u s e  

many p e o y l e  d r i n k  t h e r e  o n l y  i f  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  b a r r e d  from 

t h e  X i m p k i s h .  The N i a g k i s h  h a s  a  v e r y  m i x e d  c r o w d  a n d  is 

u s u a l l y  f u l l  on  t h e  w e e k e n d s .  I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  n o i s y  a n d  

a n  e v e n i n g  i s n ' t  c o m p l e t e  i n  t h e  m i n d s  of some w i t h o u t  a t  

l e a s t  o n s  f i g h t .  

The L e g i o n  c a t e r s  g e n e r a l l y  t o  a  q u i e t e r  crowd, 

b c t h  I n d i a n  a n d  n o n - I n d i a n .  Hany p e o p l e  who w o u l d n ' t  



dr ink  i n  t h e  bars  a r e  r e g u l a r s  a t  t h e  Legion. It i s  the  

only  p lace  where people have t o  "d ress  u,p" on wezkends 

s o  many people go t h e r e  f o r  s p e c i a l  occasions.  

There i s  o n e  movie t h e a t r e  t h a t  i s  f a i r l y  we l l  

a t tended,  a l though t h e  movies run l a r g e l y  t o  westerns and 

sc ience  f i c t i o n .  Many ch i ld ren  a t t e n d  t h e  Saturday 

matinee. There i s  a l s o  a  >oolroom, which i s  frequented 

mainly by teenagers .  

Once o r  twice a  year t h e r e  i s  a cabare t  a t  t h e  

community h a l l .  A s  l i quor  i s  served,  teenagers  a r e  not 

allowed. There i s  dancing, o f t e n  t o  a  l i v e  band. A s  i t  

i s  a  dress-up occasion many of the  poorer people do not 

f e e l  welcome. These dances a r e  u s u a l l y  s ~ o n s o r e d  by some 

community organiza t ion  t o  r a i s e  funds. 

G i r l s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  Hospi tal  Aesi3, once 

occas iona l ly  hold dances i n  t h e i r  r e c r e a t i o n  rccm. 

Attendance i s  by i n v i t a t i o n  only,  and u s u a l l y  only  s i n g l e  

males and couples a s soc ia ted  with the  h o s p i t a l  a r e  

i n v i t e d .  

'deddings a r e  o the r  occasions f o r  a  dance. Because 

many of t h e  recept ions  a r e  l a r g e  a f f a i r s ,  and l i n e s  a r e  

not  t o o  c a r e f u l l y  drawn between those  who a r e  i n v i t e d  and 

those  who a r e  n o t ,  what might otherwise be ccnsidered 

"ga te  c rashing"  i s  more o r  l e s s  custcmary. 

The basement of t h e  comnunity h a l l  i s  used a lmos t  



every night in  inter for leayue bowling, There are many 

teams and inter3st runs hiqh. 30th Indian, i:hite, and 

Mixed teams take ?art. During the day, schcol gym classes 

and children'; leagues bowl. Badminton is played in the 

community hall and has a reqular mcmSership during the 

winter. A co~munity recreation director was hired in 1969 

but it is as yet too early to assess his influence. As one 

of the major psSlsrns in any organizaticn in the comnunity 

is lack of consistent leadership, his efforts are Sound 

to prove benefici31 in providing recreation, organizational 

continuity, and consistent leadership. 

There is no indoor swimming pool in Alert Bay. 

There are two private ?ocls that have Seen used durinq the 

suvnsr for swim-ning lessons. Some people swiln in the sea, 

but it is cold. As the temperature of the wziter varies 

only tzn degrees winter and summer, it is mainly a 

run-in-and-run-out affair. 

There are several Indian soccer teams in Alert Bay, 

which play teams from sutlying villa7es. Interest runs 

high an3 comnetiticn is keen in these matches, A Mixed 

mcn's softbzll team occasionally org3nizes in the suaner, 

but due to the fact that most men are out fishing, their 

garnzs are irregular. A women's team practices every week 

in season and ?lays teams fro7 the surrounding area. They 

sonetimes have difficulty getting nine for a g2me although 



t h e r e  are  s e v e r a l  good  p l a y e r s  o n  t h e  I s l a n d .  S o f t b a l l  

t e a m s  i n c l u d e  b o t h  I n d i a n s  a n d  l J ' 7 i t e s .  

T h e r e  i s  a  H o s p i t a l  Commi t tee  w h i e h  o r q a n i z e s  f u n d  

r a i s i n ?  ?rejects. T h i s  c o ~ m i t t e e  i s  I n d i a n - T h i t e  a n d  

d r a w s  from t h e  c o n m u n i t y  l e a d e r s  f o r  m e m 3 e r s .  One of t h e i r  

p r o j e c t s  w a s  a n  I n 3 i a n  d a n c e  o r g a n i z e d  b y  J i m m y  Sewid .  H e  

r a n  i n t o  some o y p o s i t i o n  from o l d e r  I n d i z n s  who w e r e  a t  

f i r s t  r e l u c t a n t  t o  p u t  o n  t h e i r  i n h e r i t e d  d a n c e s  i n  t h i s  

n o n - t r a d i t i o n a l  way. F i n a l l y  t h e y  

p e o p l e  t o  p a y  t o  see t h e i r  d a n c e s ,  

p e o p l e  t o  w a t c h :  a n d  a  g o o 3  sum o f  

h o s p i t a l .  20 T h e s e  d a n c e s  w e r e  p u t  

s t a r t i n g  i n  1 9 5 1 .  A n o t h e r  p a r t  o f  

r e l e n t e d ,  a n d  a l l o w e d  

r a t h e r  t h a n  p a y i n g  

money w a s  made f o r  t h e  

o n  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a i d  

of t h e  h o s p i t a l  f u n d  w a s  t h e  i4ay Q u e e n  v o t i n g .  P e o p l e  p a y  

a s m a l l  sum for  t h e  Q u e e n  c a n d i d a t e  of t h e i r  c h c i c e .  The 

g i r l  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  v o t e s  becomes  iqay Gueen ,  a n d  t h e  money 

g o e s  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  On t h e  May 2 4 t h  l o n g  w e e k e n d ,  t h e  

Q u e e n  i s  c r o w n e d ,  t h e r e  a r e  f o o t  r a c e s ,  b a l l  Tames,  a n d  

o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a l l  i n  a i d  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l  f u n d .  

- - 
J u n e  S p o r t s  vveckend i s  o r g a n i z e d  b y  t h e  I n d i 3 n s  of 

2 1  
A l e r t  Bay,  a n d  h a s  S e e n  h e l d  e v e r y  y e a r  s i n c e  1922 .  I t  

m a r k s  t h e  b e g i n n i n ?  of the f i s 5 i n q  s e a s o n ,  a l t h o u g h  a c t u a l  

f i s h i n ?  c o x w n c s s  b e f c r e  t h e  e n d  o f  J u n e .  The m a j o r  r u n  

o f  f i s h  i n  X i v e r ' s  I n l e t  o c c u r s  j u s t  a f t e r  J u n e  S p o r t s ,  

an-7 t h i s  weekend  u s e 3  t o  be t h e  l a s t  b e f o r e  t h e  m i g r a t i o n  



of whole families to the canneries at River's Inlet. 

Soccer between the many Indian teams from Alert Bay and 

the other villages is the main attraction, with old men's 

and women's teams also taking part, for comic relief fro3 

the very seriously fou3ht cha~pionship games. BarSecued 

salmon, prepared by the In3ian wonen, is a special treat 

for everyone on the Island. 

Jimmy Sewid was instrumental in constructing the 

Kwakiutl Big House, which was completed in 1965, and 

officially opened at June Sports in 1966. 
22 

This house is 

used for the dances held for tourists, mentionsd earlier. 

It is also used for traditional-type potlaches, and 

Christmas parties, 3s well as for the Indian dances for 

the hospital fund. 

Most of the co~munities in the area have scme kind 

of Sports Day. In logging comunities there are 

tree-cliabing, tree-falling, log-rolling and similar 

contests. There is a Salaon competitizn, with prizes for 

the largest fish in various cate~ories. Many pccple travel 

around to these special events, dzpsnfiing partly on the 

availability of tr~nsprtation. 

There are many :.:oxen's clubs on the Island. m e r e  

are four church g r o u F s ,  Lady Lions, Xoyal Canadian Legion 

-4uxiliary, and St. Georqe' s Hosnital Auxiliary. Some of 

these grcu?s draw fro-n a distinct prulation hut there is 



also overlapping. The pcorer non-church members do not 

22pear to be served by any organization. The Hospital 

Auxiliary operates a second-hand clothing shop in a 

small room in the hospital residence Saturday afternccns, 

except in the summer. Because of the transient nature 

of much of the population in the area, they receive boxes 

of clothing not only from Alert Bay, but from many of the 

logging and mining communities on Vancouver Island. Most 

of the other groups hold bake sales and the whole gamut 

of fund-raising projects. A few years ago there was an 

organizaticn of Kwakiutl woqen, but it apparently dissolved 

due to disagreement among the women. 

There are church grou2s for nen, L i m s ,  the Leqion, 

and the 3oar3 cf Trade. Most of these groups also exclude 

a proprtion of the populaticn. 

The Kwakwala Arts 2nd Crafts Organiz2tion is a 

grcup of Indian people from Alert Bay and the outlying 

villages dedicated to the encouraqenent and ?reservation 

of Indian culture. They arrange for the tourist 

entertainment, sale of crafts and maintenance of the Big 

House. 

Dances are held frequently in the Council Hall on 

the 3esz tve .  They a r ?  attended mainly by ycunger peo~le. 

There is a good Indian Sand from the Reserve which plays 

for these dances. 



;<hat could be ccnsidered the  most pcpular year 

round s p o r t  i s  sex. Anyone from age twelve can p lay ,  and 

many p o ~ l e  t ake  f u l l  a2vantage of the  o y ~ : o r t u n i t i e s  t h a t  

p resen t  t h ~ m s c l v e s .  I n  answer t o  t h e  enquiry a s  t o  

whether t h e r e  were any p r o s t i t u t e s  i n  A l e r t  say, one 

informant s a i d  i n  amazement, "Hell  no, t h e r e ' s  too  much 

of i t  f l o a t i n g  around f o r  f r e e . "  Loggers, fishermen and 

miners v i s i t i n 9  the  aay have no d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f ind ing  a  

d a t e  a t  t h e  bar .  Rlthouqh t h e r e  a r e  pcople on t h e  I s l a n d  

more conservat ive  i n  t h e i r  moral views, they a r e  not very 

no t i ceab le ,  and t h e  impression one q e t s  i s  of an amoral 

connunity. Cer ta iv  s t o r i e s  a r e  conrnonly t o l d  such a s  the  

one a'caut t h e  nine year o l d  boy tak inq  a  b o t t l e  of l i q u o r  

t o  school and g e t t i n g  h i s  f r i e n d s  drunk i n  the  washroom, 

and t h e  one abcut t h e  seven year o l d  q i r l s  g e t t i n g  cauqht 

smokiny a t  school.  These serve  t o  r e i n f z r c e  t h i s  

invress icn .  

A s  we have seen,  t h e r e  i s  a f a i r  v a r i e t y  of 

l e i s u r e  time a c t i v i t i e s  a v a i l a S l e  i n  A l e r t  3ay. The 

p i c t u r e  drawn of the  groups i n  ex i s t ence  a t  one poin t  i n  

time does not ,  however, t e l l  t h e  whole s t o r y .  Due t o  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  wi th  l eader sh ip ,  and a  t r a n s i e n t  p o y ~ l a t i o n ,  

many cf the  a c t i v i t i e s  a?neac and d i s a r ~ e a r  very r a ~ i d l y .  

Aside frca t 3 i s ,  A le r t  3ay i s  a  very  i s o l a t e d  place.  

i?a?io an2 Te lev i s i cn  r e c e ~ t i c n  i s  pncr, an4 during 



inclement weather, no escape from the Island is possible. 

The school teachers and other "professional transients" 

show the effects of this isolation, They seldom read 

"outside" newspapers, or get any other news. They become 

increasingly more ingrown the longer they stay, until the 

outside world becomes a strange land. Alert Bay is a 

community of narrow diameter. 

Indian - bihite Relations 

First of all, in a discussion of Indian-Khite 

rel3tions, it is necessary to examine the formal 

institutions. The school began integraticn of the senior 

grades in 1955, By 1361, grade one was integrated. An 

integrated kindergarten was established in 1964 and a 

nursery school in 1956. In 1969, the children from St. 

Michael's Residence were integrated into the public school 

system, so that all children on the Island now attend the 

same schools. 

The stores, the pubs, the churches, in fact all 

public facilities are completely integrated. The only 

institutionalized inequality in Alert Bay arises from the 

Indian Act, Through many of the provisions of the Indian 



Act the Indian has been set apart beginning in 1876, from 

the mainstream of Canadian life. By putting them on 

Reserves, they have been separated spatially. Since they 

cannot mortgage their homes to raise money, and cannot 

control finances on the Reserves, they have been separated 

economically. The liquor laws pertaining to the Indians 

separated them socially, They were only allowed full and 

equal rights in liquor purchase and consumption in 1962 in 

British Columbia. The Indian Act also contained clauses 

that stated that any Indian who is intoxicated, or in 

possession of intoxicants on or off the reserve is guilty 

of an offense, and liable to a fine of up to fifty dollars 

and/or imprisonment up to three months. Offenses by 

Indians in respect to liquor constitute the bulk of their 

offenses. They were punished for something that is not an 

offense for non-Indians, and often "separatedn from society 

by imprisonment. 

Besides the things that have served to separate 

the Indian from the general society, many things have been 

done to separate him from his own culture, The Potlach 

Law of 1884 forbade him to carry on his social and 

religious ceremonies. Missionaries set up schools, and 

punished the children for speaking their own language; 

they were encouraged to join the church and leave the 

~ig-house. Indian Affairs provided assistance in building 



single family dwellings, in order that-the young mission 

school graduates would not be influenced'by living with 

their relatives. 

The effects of the Indian Act are still felt in 

Alert Bay. The resolution of this problem is a topic 

of current concern among the Indians in Canada especially 

in light of proposed legislation to phase out Indian 

Affairs. We have noted previously some of the effects of 

this difference in organization in our discussion of 

relations between the Reserve and the Village. We will 

only note here that this form of institutional inequality 

is a factor in examining Alert Bay. 

Despite the institutional integration in most 

organizations in Alert Bay, interpersonal prejudice and 

discrimination exists in many areas, We have mentioned 

previously the attempt of a church leader to exclude Indian 

children from Explorers. 

A prime example of discrimination exists in the 

attitudes toward sex, Because of the large proportion 

of VJhite men to women mentioned previously (61.5% males 

to 38.5% females), there are a large number of unattached 

males looking for female company. Loggers, miners, 

fishzrmen and the neighboring Finnish people converge on 

Alert Bay looking for sex. The man goes to the beer 

parlors, and during the course of the evening meets and 



buys  b e e r  for  a  g i r l .  Ghen the  b a r  closes h e  buys a  c a s e  

o f  b e e r  and t h e  c o u p l e  f i n d  a  p l a c e  t o  spend t h e  

n i g h t - - i n  one  o f  t h e  h o t e l s ,  on t h e  man's b o a t ,  or a t  the  

home o f  f r i e n d s .  While  the men l c o k  upon t h i s  a s  c h e a p  

and e a s y  s e x ,  and d e n i g r a t e  t h e  g i r l s  t h e  I n d i a n s  have  a  

v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  view of it. T h e i r  a t t i t u d e  towards  s e x  

g e n e r a l l y  i s  t h a t  " I f  you want it and I want i t ,  l e t s  do 

it." The women a r e  c o m f o r t a b l e  w i t h  t he i r  s e x u a l i t y  and 

do n o t  have  to' deny i t s  e x i s t e n c e .  They l o o k  on t h e s e  

n i g h t s  and the  men t h e y  a r e  w i t h  a s  "da tes"  and "boyf r i ends . "  

The I n d i a n  male h a s  the  same a t t i t u d e ,  and r a p e  and 

f o r c e f u l  s e d u c t i o n  i s  v e r y  r a r e l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  I n d i a n  men. 

An I n d i a n  g i r l  was murdered by a White t r a n s i e n t .  

The s t o r y  c u r r e n t  i n  t h e  conmunity was t h a t  a l t h o u g h  s h e  

d i d  s l e e p  w i t h  many men, it was a lways  by c h o i c e .  She was 

known t o  have  s p e n t  t h e  e v e n i n g  d r i n k i n g  w i t h  t h i s  man and 

t h e n  it was assumed t h a t  i n  t h e  rooming house she had 

d e c i d e d  s h e  d i d n ' t  want t o  s l e e p  w i t h  him. I n  t h e  e n s u i n g  

s t r u q q l e  s h e  was k i l l e d ,  and her body was h idden .  The man 

was c h a r g e d  w i t h  n o n - c a ~ i t a l  murder ,  b u t  was s e n t e n c e d  t o  

e i g h t  y e a r s  o n  t h e  lesser c h a r g e  o f  mans laugh te r ,  b u t  the  

I n d i a n  community was v e r y  u p s e t .  One informant  s a i d ,  

"Nothing e v e r  happens  t o  them when t h e y  k i l l  u s  I n d i a n s .  

They can  do what t h e y  l i k e . "  

Another  g roun  of p e o p l e ,  n o t e d  by t h e  I n d i a n s  f o r  



t h e i r  p re jud ice ,  i s  t h e  teachers .  Althouqh some of t h e  

t eachers  ge t  along very wel l  with some Indians,  t h e r e  

a r e  a l s o  those  who have l i t t l e  o r  no r e l a t i o n s h i p  with 

Indians  o t h e r  than  t h e i r  s tuden t s .  One teacher  who spent 

s i x  yea r s  teaching  i n  A l e r t  Bay s t a t e d  t h a t  he had never 

c a r r i e d  on a conversa t ion  wi th  an a d u l t  Indian--and 

d i d n ' t  s ee  any reason why he should. The P r i n c i p a l ,  M r .  

L. Curley,  s t a t e d  t o  t h e  author  t h a t  he  would l i k e  t h e  

t e a c h e r s  t o  make home v i s i t s ,  and he encouraged t h i s ,  but 

t h a t  he f e l t  it would be s e l f - d e f e a t i n g  t o  f o r c e  t h e  

t e a c h e r s  i f  t h e y  were not w i l l i n g  and very few of them d i d  

make any v i s i t s .  One woman s t a t e d  t h a t  she knew some of 

h e r  t eachers  were prejudiced.  "They were n ice  t o  your 

f a c e ,  and then  you'd hear  them tal!cing about ' t h o s e  

I n d i a n s ' . "  

Another person noted f o r  h i s  b l a t a n t  pre judice  
23 

was t h e  Indian Agent. He s t a t e d  t o  t h e  author  t h a t  h i s  

family had been harassed  by Indian chi ldren  s ince  t h e i r  

a r r i v a l .  The c h i l d r e n  wrote f o u r - l e t t e r  words on t h e  

white  p icket  fence of t h e  Agency-supplied house. When 

h i s  wife  washed them o f f ,  t h e y  wrote more. This went on 

u n t i l  h i s  wife  was "a  nervous wreck," s o  he removed t h e  

p icke t  fence and r e ~ l a c e d  it with barbed wire--to make 

s u r e  t h e  c h i l 3 r e n  d i d n ' t  come i n t o  t h e  yard. This man 

a l s o  drove h i s  c h i l d r e n  t o  and from school s o  t h a t  they  



wouldn ' t  be "bu l l i ed t '  by Indian chi ldren ,  The a d u l t  

Indians  were of course aware of t h i s  s i t u a t i c n ,  but t h e  

only  comments recorded were unpr in ta3ls .  

Many people i n  Ale r t  Bay, both Indian an? White, 

f e e l  t h a t  t h e  R.C.M.P. d i s c r i n i n a t e s  aga ins t  Indians.  

According t o  s t o r i e s  c u r r e n t  i n  t h e  area,  an Indian w i l l  

be a r r e s t e d  f o r  s t ag7er ing  down t h e  s t r e e t ,  while t h e  

White w i l l  be ignored. I n  examining t h e  ' ae fo re  t h e  

Magis t r a t e '  column of t h e  l o c a l  paper over a  per iod of 

e i g h t  months, t h e r e  i s  a  preponderance of Indians 

appearing i n  cour t .  Many of t h e i r  of fenses  involve 

l i q u o r .  Many of t h e  Xhi tes  a r e  involved i n  f i s h i n g  

of fenses :  t h a t  is ,  t h e y  a r e  a r r e s t e d  by Department of 

F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r s  r a t h e r  than by t h e  R.C.M.P.  

A s t o r y  c u r r e n t  i n  t h e  community repeated by both 

White and Indian informants concerned t h e  g i r l ,  previously 

mentionld,  who was k i l l e d  by a  White man, As t h e  s t o r y  

w a s  t o l d ,  t h i s  g i r l  was f r equen t ly  picked up by t h e  R,C,M,P. 

on h e r  way home a f t e r  t h e  ba r  c losed .  She was used 

sexua l ly  by members of  t h e  R.C.X.P., and was re l eased  i n  

t h e  morning without being charged f o r  any of fenses .  The 

t r u t h  of t h i s  s t o r y  i s  open t o  speculat ion.  Mowever, 

r ega rd less  of t h e  t r u t h  of a s t o r y ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it i s  

o f t  repeated i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  thosa people t e l l i n g  it be l ieve  

i n  i t s  poss iS le  o r  probable t r u t h .  



As we have stated previously, some behavior seen 

as "Indian" is actually identical to 19var class behavior. 

There is some evidence that discrimination against Indians 

in Alert Bay does take these class differences into 

account. Lower-class Whites do associate with lower-class 

Indians socially, as do the middle-class groups. There 

is a great deal of intermarriage on the Island, generally 

within the class lines, as will Secome evident in our 

discussion of the ethnic origins, and the number of 

part-Indians in the Grade One group. One Indian woman of 

the middle class stated that when she went to the Nimpkish 

beer parlor, many of the lower'-class Indims present made 

such remarks as, "Oh! You're drinking with the Indians 

tonight." "You're slumming tonight, eh?" This woman very 

seldom goes to the Nimpkish, but occasionally drinks in 

the Leqion with other members of the middle-class, both 

Indian and White. Part of the resentment shown to Indian 

members of the middle-class stems from the feeling, as 

Dora Cook said, that they have sold out to the Whites. 

In interviewing the mothers, a specific question 

was asked about discrimination in Alert Bay. Four of the 

five mothers said that they had never seen or experienced 

discrimination in Alert Bay, and didn't believe it 

existed. One woman stated that she had had R.C,M.P, and 

teachers visit her home for a drink, and they were always 



friendly. As information had been obtained from teachers 

about the sexual exploitaticn motive in these visits, 

this is a specific example of the Indian not being aware 

of the sexual exploitation in Indian - Lqhite relations, 
The fifth mother, who had more educaticn and a hiqher 

social position than the others, stated that, "There is 

plenty in Alert Bay, You can sense it, You never know 

when you walk down the street what people will be nice 

or nasty, or just ignore you." She stated that children 

run into discrimination all the time but may not recognize 

what it is. 

As we have seen, there is a great deal of 

discrimination toward the Indians in Alert Say. Aside from 

the discriminatory policies still current in the Indian Act, 

there is sexual exploitation, discriminatory arrests by 

the R.C,M,P. ,  an Indian Agent who puts up a barbed wire 

fence, and prejudiced teachers. The discrimination and 

prejudice are blatant, although they do not apply to all 

people or all situations, How can the Indian child then 

crystalize these attitudes into a single attitude, or 

generalized other? And what form could this generalized 

other take? We will discuss this question later. 



Social Control 

It is important to an understanding of social 

control to have some idea of the make-up of a community. 

We have indicated in passing that Alert Bay is a very 

heterogeneous community. Me will delineate first the 

social groups in the Nhite community and the groups in the 

Indian community, indicating the associations between the 

two. We will take our outline of the White community 

largely from a survey done by a previous student, as our 

research focused on the Indian community. 

(1) "Old-line" families--This is a relatively 
impoverished aristocracy, mqinly composed of 
old-time businessmen who ha:' it all their own way 
until certain competitive marketing innovations 
were introduced into Alert Bay (instigated by a 
peripheral member of this group). They are 
socially conservative, and politically, they 
appear to tend toward support of the Social 
Credit qovernment. 

( 2 )  - Middle to unper-middle class professionals 
and businessmen--These people comprise the rising 
influential group. By and large, they are 
characterized by considerable wealth, power, 
prestige and influence. Most belong to the 
Canadian Legion ("their" social club) and are 
community activists. 

(3) Niddle-class "liberals1'--These people 
are too "far out" for the second group above, but 
are tolerated by them. They are very active in 
community affairs, their attention being focused 
on the nursery school at the time of this 
investigation. El9661 

( 4 )  Teachers--Socially and spatially isolated, 
which isolation is intensified by a "town and - 

gown" conflict. 
(5) White collar "transientsN--Includes 

people who work for the Department of Transport, 



B.C. Hydro, B.C. Telephone, the Indian Affairs 
Department, the K.C.M.P., B.C. Packers, banks 
and construction companies, other civil servants. 
Although important in the economic and social 
life of Alert Bay, memSers of this group 60 not 
take a particularly active part in the civic 
affairs of the comunity, being too inpermanent 
to get involved. 

- (6) Stablg, respectable workinq class. 
(7) "Poor white trashu--Seasonal workers, 

"Benson Pl'ine" types. 25 

There are four main groups in the Indian community. 

The first may be called the "Fishing Aristccracy." These 

people generally own large s e i n e  boats, and have as much 

as $200,000 invested in their boats and equipment. They 

are usually persons who are hersditary chiefs, and who 

take part in the potlaching. They don't drink--at least 

not in public, and very moderately in any situation. They 

are generally members of and active in the Anglican Church. 

They are involved as colnrnunity leaders, 50th in the 3and 

and in cooperative efforts with the Village. They are, 

25 
according to Xohner's definition cited earlier, future 

oriented, They look to traditional values in the Indian 

culture, and White values, both in business and in the 

Church, and are guided 5 y  the norms operative in both. 

A second group, which night be called the "Indian 

Middle Class," consists of people who are permanently 

employed in "white collar" jobs or are successful 

fishermen. Some of these people are store clerks, teachers, 

child-care workers, etc. This group is generally younger 



t h a n  the  f i rs t .  Many of t h e m  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  p o t l a c h  

p o s i t i o n s  and  d a n c e s ,  or are e l i g i b l a  f o r  them, b u t  t h e y  

t a k e  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  I n d i a n  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  They 

a re  n o t  members, g e n e r a l l y ,  of a n y  church - -a l though  t h e y  

a r e  p r o b a S l y  " m a r r i e d  a n d  S u r i e d  Ang l i can . "  Their main 

a s s o c i a t i o n s  a r e  i n  t he  W h i t e  community,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  with 

l i b e r a l  s c h o o l - t e a c h e r s ,  They g e n e r a l l y  d r i n k  i n  t h e  

homes of f r i e n d s  or i n  t he  Leg ion .  They a r e  

f u t u r e - o r i e n t e d ,  a n d  m o s t  of t h e i r  v a l u e s  a r e  f rom the  

White s o c i e t y ,  s o m e t i m e s  t o  the d e t r i m e n t  of t h e i r  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  I n d i a n  r e l a t i v e s .  They a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  

a s  " K h i t e  I n d i a n s "  b y  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  b y  t h e i r  I a i t e  

f r i e n d s .  

A t h i r d  g r o u p  c o n s i s t s  of t he  " R e s p e c t a b l e  

Working I n d i a n s , "  who h a v e  r e g u l a r  employment,  i n  " b l u e  

c o l l a r "  jobs or f i s h i n g ,  This g r o u p  i s  l i v i n g  i n  the  

I n d i a n  community,  a n d  t a k e s  p a r t  i n  I n d i a n  c u l t u r a l  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h m g h  n o t  a s  l e a d e r s .  They g e n e r a l l y  t a k e  

p a r t  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  P e n t e c o s t a l  Church,  a l t h o u g h  

t h e y  too a r e  u s u a l l y  " m a r r i e d  a n d  b u r i e d  A n g l i c a n , "  They 

may d r i n k  o c c a s i c m a l l y  i n  the b a r s  or t h e  L e g i o n ,  h u t  

g e n e r a l l y  d r i n k  o n l y  on  wsekends.  They a r e  more 

s u b s i s t e n c e  t h a n  f u t u r e  o r i e n t e d ,  a s  t h e i r  g o a l  i s  t o  

r e m a i n  a t  t he  same ( c o m f o r t a b l e )  l e v e l  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  

" g e t  ahead ."  T h e i r  v a l u e s  a r e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  I n d i a n .  



The fourth group, which is very similar to the 

"poor xhite trash" may be called the "Haywire Indians." 

This group holds no hereditary titles, and takes little 

or no part in Indian cultural activities. They are 

qenerally unem2loyed and on welfare. 'lhey take no part 

in any church activities, but also may be married and are 

almost certainly buried Anglican. They drink regularly 

in the bars, seldom if ever in the Legion, and drink 

heavily. Their associations are with Indians, and with 

the "poor White trash" and transient loggers and miners. 

They are subsistence oriented. They are usually stated 

to be the least acculturated, but in fact are not part of 

anything that might be called traditional Indian culture. 

They are perhaps well acculturated--but into a 

lower-class poverty culture. Because of the fact that they 

drink heavily in public, they are the most "noticeable" 

Indians on the Island. Many Whites take their Sehavior as 

"typically Indian" since they are not as likely to see 

peo~le of the other groups. 

Aside from these differences in orientation and in 

values, the Indian cozmunity is heterogeneous in another 

way. As we have mentioned previously, members of a wide 

variety of numayrns from all over the Kwakiutl area have 

migrated to Alert Bay. Social control in the traditional 

culture was maintained through pressures by the family and 



h o u s e h o l d  g r o u p  on  the  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  good 

nam? of the  nunaym. I n  e a r l y  d a y s ,  m e m b e r s  o f  g r o u p s  t-do, 

three  a n d  f o u r  would d o n a t e  p a r t  of t h e i r  p r o d u c e  t o  t h e i r  

numaym h e a d ,  a n d  he would  u s e  i t  t o  m a i n t a i n  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  

a n d  the i r s  v i s - a - v i s  the  other numayms. Wi th  t h e  a d v e n t  

of wage economy, younge r  m e m b e r s  c o u l d  w i t h h o l d  t h e i r  

s u p p o r t  from the numaym h e a d ,  a n d  r ema in  i n d e p e n d e n t .  Wi th  

the  breakdown of the  p o t l a c h ,  the  numaym l o s t  f u r t h e r  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  the  b e h a v i o r  of i t s  m e m S e r s .  I n  the p o t l a c h  

r e v i v a l ,  i n d i v i d u a l  men f i n a n c e  t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  o n  

t h e i r  own, w i t h o u t  t h e  s u p r o r t  of a l l  t h e i r  numaym members. 

Thus ,  a f e w  men m a i n t a i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n ,  w h i l e  m o s t  p e r s o n s  

h a v e  no  role, g i v e  no  a i d ,  a n d  t a k e  no  p a r t  o t h e r  t h a n  

as  s p e c t a t o r s  a n d  r e c i p i e n t s  of t he  d o n o r ' s  l a r g e s s e .  A s  

t h e y  are n o t ' a c t i v e  p a r t i c i ? a n t s ,  t h e y  are n o t  c o n t r o l l e d  

b y  the  r u l e s .  Thus,  t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s ,  r u l e s  a n d  

s a n c t i o n s  h a v e  no  meaning  for m o s t  of the  I n d i a n s  i n  A l e r t  

Bay. Because  m o s t  of t h e  I n d i a n s  are  n o t  i n  m e a n i n g f u l  

a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  m e m b e r s  of t h e  Tfhite community, t h e s e  

codes h a v e  n o t  r e p l a c e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ones .  A s  g o s s i p  

or ostracism a r e  e f f e c t i v e  o n l y  w i t h i n  a g r o u p ,  t h i s  form 

of s a n c t i o n ,  a p p l i e d  b y  members of a n o t h e r  g r o u p  i s  n c t  

e f f e c t i v e .  

Thus,  a s i d e  from a m i n o r i t y  of p e r s o n s  W?-IO a r e  

s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  a  g r o u p  t h a t  feels  shame 



arising from illegal activities, or who are in association 

with, and have accepted White values, the majority of 

persons in Alert Bay are constrained in their activities, 

only by the external controls available, 

The Indians practice 'non-interference' with other 

peoples' behavior. In many cases people refused to say 

anything when a misdeed or crime was being committed, even 

by children. People sometimes threaten to call the 

R.C.B,P. but this is seldom done. IQhen the R.C.M.F. 

initiate proceedings in a matter concerning two Indians, 

they are regarded as interfering where they are not wanted. 

The R,C.M.P,, nonetheless, are the law enforcement 

agency in Alert Bay. They make their presence known by 

driving the paddy wagon up and down the main road, 

particularly in the evening, and may have some inhibiting 

effect, The R.C.K,P. detachment in Alert Bay consists of 

six men on land, covering Alert Bay, Sointula, and a 

portion of the sparsely settled adjacent Vanccuver Island. 

Four men in the R.C.M.P, boat 'Alzrt' cover a wide area of 

the coastal islands and mainland inlets, 

One of the most effective measures of control is 

barring miscreants from the beer parlor--a person barred 

from one will take care not to be barred from the other. 

Each time a person is barred, it is for a longer time, so 

they realize that unless they behave they will be denied 



access to Alert Bay's social centers. - 

Other officials have the authority to impose 

various sanctions, including the Indian Agent, Social 

Worker, and Fisheries Officer, but these sancticns ap?ly 

only to certain defined areas of life, and have no effect 

on behavior in general. There are few purely "social" 

sanctions operative in Alert Bay. 

The Grade Ones and Their Familis 

There are forty-seven children in this group, with 

forty-five families, as there are two families with 

siblings in the class. The researcher will describe these 

families as a specific cross-section of the Alert Bay 

population. 

Of the children, twenty-four are registered Indian, 

eleven are part-Indian, ten are White, and two are Chinese. 

In nine of the eleven cases of part-Indian children, an 

Indian mother is married to a Nhite. In two cases 

children have the status of a half-Indian mother who was 

ad to the married to a Nhite and who is not legally marri- 

Indian father of the children. PJere these couples free to 

marry, the children would become registered Indians. 



Because i n  the  case of part-Indian families,  most of the 

White partners a re  men who have migrated t o  Alert Bay and 

have no r e l a t i v e s  there ,  these families have very close 

associa t ion with the Indian r e l a t i v e s  of t he  mother. The 

men take varying i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e i r  wives' famil ies ,  but 

could be sa id  general ly t o  be more i n  associat ion,  through 

t h e i r  work and soc ia l ly ,  with Whites. 

Included i n  the  for ty-f ive  families a re  several  

parents who were born and ra ised in  Alert Bay, as  well as 

many people who have l ived  i n  Alert  Bay for  periods 

ranging from th i r ty - f ive  years. There a re  a l so  several  

famil ies  of 'profess ional  t r ans i en t s '  such as R.C.M.P., 

who generally serve i n  an area for  a  stated period and 

a re  automatically t ransfer red  elsewhere, The mothers are  

Registered Nurses who worked i n  the hospi ta l  and then 

married i n t o  the v i l l age ,  However, most of these service 

personnel e s t ab l i sh  few roots  i n  the conmunity and have 

l i t t l e  other than an occupational i n t e re s t  i n  i t s  

well-being. 

Many people regis tered a s  Nimpkish Indians a re  

ac tua l ly  from a l l  the d i f f e ren t  t r i b e s  of the  Kwakiutl. 

There have been more and more joining the Nimpkish 8and 

every year so t h a t  a l l  the  t r i b e s  are  represented. Some 

are  very recent migrants and others have l ived i n  Alert Bay 

for  years. There a re  a l s o  families l i v i n ~  i n  Alert Bay who 



still have membership in another band. One Indian mother 

was originally Coast Salish, another was Crec, and a third 

was non-Indian. 

Thus, the 'grade one families' consist of those 

who have lived in cities, those who have lived in Alert 

Bay--a center with schools and stores, mixing continually 

among Indians and Whites: and those least acculturated 

who are recent arrivals from a very isolated reserve. 

There is a great deal of intermarriage so that 

most of the Indians and part-Indians are rel3ted to a great 

many peo9le on the Island. There are four children in the 

grade one class who are first cousins, an3 twenty children 

have at least one first cousin in the class. If you count 

second and third cousins, most of the Indian and part-Indian 

children are related. None of the non-Indian children have 

any relatives in the class. 

Of the forty-seven children in the qrade one class, 

six were born in 1961 and forty-one were born in 1362. The 

number of children in the families ranges from one to 

twelve. The average number of children is 4.40. The 

CJhites average 3.75 children p r  famill.; the Indians 

average 4.37, and the part-Indians 5.18. Of the six 

children who are behind in school (horn in 1961) onz is 

Vlhite, two are part-Indian, and three are Indian. Two of 

these, one part-Indian and one Indian have a sibling in the 



same class. 

The income of the 'grade one families' ranges from 

total dependence on welfare to over twelve thousand 

dollars per year. The average income per household for 

Indians in Alert Bay is three thousand dollars per year. 

There are three retired grandparents, two of whom are 

dependent upon welfare and one with an annual income of 

five thousand dollars. There are two families on permanent 

welfare, and two other families where the father fishes 

but earns so little that they are on internittent welfare. 

Sixteen men fish for salmon, five drive taxis, four are 

employed by either the provincial or federal government, 

five work in construction or shipyards, two log and four 

are businessmen or professionals. At least thirteen of 

the heads of family earn over five thousand dollars per 

year. Only eight families have an annual income of less 

than three thousand dollars. Two mothers are without 

husbands. Nineteen mothers work. Two mothers support 

their families, one of them earning well over five 

thousand dollars per year. Seven work in either the 

hospital or residence kitchen, two work in these laundries, 

three drive taxi, two teach nursery school, and the 

remaining five have jobs ranging from steno to store oxner. 

Two wanen assemble and repair fish nets during the fishing 

season. This is a skilled, well-paid job. They generally 



work long hcurs ,  seven days a  week a t  the  peak of t h e  

season. 

This b r i e f  d e s c r i ~ t i o n  of em~loyment of t h e s e  

f o r t y - f i v e  f a m i l i e s  i s  not t h e  f u l l  p ic ture .  One nan who 

f i s h e s  serv2s Seer  durinq t h e  f i s h i n g  weekend and thrcugh 

the  winter .  Another goes log gin^, labouring o r  i n t o  

cons t ruc t ion  during t h e  win te r ,  o r  he may have a  s e r i e s  of 

o t h e r  jobs although he  s t i l l  cons iders  himself a fisherman. 

Some of t h e  Indians  s e l l  carv ings  and other h a n d i c r a f t s ,  

and one man ? lays  i n  t h e  l o c a l  dance band on occasion, One 

fami ly  had cash  coming i n  f o r  c a r e  of a f o s t e r - c h i l d ,  and 

o t h e r s  xake money S a b y s i t t i n g ,  housecleaning, and doing 

j a n i t o r  work i n  t h e  bus iness  establ ishments .  

Four of t h e  f a t h e r s  a r e  cap ta ins  of se ine  boats.  

Three of the'se own ( a r e  b u y i q )  t h e i r  own boats .  Their  

wives go f i s h i n ?  a l l  sunTer and a c t  a s  cook f o r  t h e  crew. 

One family t akes  one of t h e i r  t h r e e  ch i ld ren  each week and 

leaves  t h e  o t h e r  two with a paid babys i t t e r .  -\nother 

fami ly  t akes  t h c s e  of t h e i r  c h i l 3 r e n  t h a t  a r e  not y e t  

independent. 

Housing v a r i e s  a s  much i n  A le r t  Bay a s  does income. 

There a r e  p leasant  two and t h r e e  he?rocx homes hoth on t h e  

Reserve and i n  t h e  Village t h a t  would not be out of place 

i n  any middle-class suburb. Because the  i s l a n d  r i s e s  so 

s t e e p l y  from t h e  shore ,  t h e r e  i s  one row of bu i ld in9s  



along the waterfront and other buildings must locate 

further and further up a very steep incline, 

There were eighty-two houses on the reserve in 

1967, and in 1969 there were one hundred and four. Several 

of the more delapidated houses on the beach had been torn 

down since 1967, so that more than twenty-two new houses 

were actually built, All homes have water and electricity; 

eighty-six havs septic tanks and bathrooms; fifty have 

telephones. Indian Affairs has projected sixty-three new 

homes for 1967-71, There are 584 Nimpkish living on the 

Reserve and 197 living elsewhere. During the summer of 

1967 some of the administration of house construction on 

the Reserve was transferred from Indian Affairs to the 

Band Council. There was some delay in building during this 

transfer, Houses are built to Indian Affairs specifications 

by Indian carpenters from the Reserve. The family pays a 

long term, low interest loan for the house. 

One Indian family with five children and a foster 

child lived in a small, decayed, drafty structure. A cousin 

and her three children and an elderly uncle lived with 

them. They were awaiting the construction of a new home. 

when this family moved to their new house, the 

cousin and her children remained in the old house, It is 

still bereft of windows and most other amenities, The 

family had a choice of one model of house without any 



f i n i s h i n g  (doors ,  linoleum, e t c . )  o r  a - smal l e r  house with 

doors. Although they  have a  l a r g e  family they were forced 

by a  l ack  of money t o  choose the  smaller  model--with doors. 

The house i s  s t i l l  unf in ished ,  although it has a c o a t  of 

b r i g h t  r u s t  p a i n t  ou t s ide .  The yard looks a s  though t h e  

c a r p e n t e r s  had j u s t  l e f t  f o r  t h e  day. Ins ide  t h e r e  i s  

much bare wood. Although t h e  author  had been i n v i t e d  over 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  see  t h e  new house, she was unable t o  see  

more than t h e  small  l i v i n g  room and ki tchen a s  she had 

a r r i v e d  (1-londay af te rnoon)  a t  t h e  t a g  end of t h e  weekend 

p a r t y  and a l l  t h e  bedrooms were i n  use by ques t s  who had 

gone f o r  a  nap. What f u r n i t u r e  t h e r e  was was very o l d  and 

very,  very d i r t y .  The arms of the  s t u f f e d  c h a i r  had s o  

many c i g a r e t t e  burns t h a t  it was bare t o  t h e  frame. So 

many th ings  had been s p i l l e d  on t h e  arms t h a t  they  were a  

s t i c k y  black. The two c h e s t e r f i e l d s  were i n  aSout t h e  

same condi t ion .  There was a  T.V. s e t  i n  good working o rde r ,  

an o l d  cab ine t  and a  wooden c h a i r .  This f u r n i t u r e  took up 

a l l  t h e  wa l l  space. The k i tchen contained an  o l d  wringer 

washer, an unpainted wooden t a b l e  and benches. The 

cupboard and f l o o r  were covered with empty l i q u o r ,  bee r ,  

and pop b o t t l e s .  

Another Indian house contained f a i r l y  new, modern 

f u r n i t u r e  and was e x c e p t i c n c l l y  c lean .  The kitchen was 

somewhat crowded with a  new automatic washer and dryer  but 



the house was generally of the standard of a well kept 

suburban home. 

Another home contained older furniture, but was 

spotlessly clean. It appeared a bit cluttered with 

bric-a-brac, souvenirs, and family pictures, but 

everything was neatly arranged. 

Another home, although an older building, still 

' had bare wood floors and had only recently had a bathtub 

installed. The kitchen contained a bare wood table and 

benches. The living room contained a crib and beds, a 

bare wooden table and benches, and a television set. These 

last three families all have an income of over five 

thcusand dollars per year. 

Many if not most of the families on the Reserve 

include one or more Tersons from outside the nuclear 

family in the household. In some cases it is grandparents, 

aunts, uncles, great-aunts, cousins, grandchildren, nieces, 

or married or unmarried daughters and their children. 

In this section we have examined the physical 

situation of the grade one families. Ke will turn now to 

a discussion of their education. 
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History 

The first school in Alert Bay was a residential 

school in the home oE the missionary. Shortly after th2ir 

arrival in ~ l e r t  Say in 1879, l d r .  Hall and his wife b e ~ a n  

to take in I~disn children. They were taught English, 

Christianity, and the girls were given housekeeping and 

music while the boys were taught manual crafts. In 1894 

a new school was built to house thirty hys. A teacher 

was hired and the boys were tau~ht academic work as well 

3s boat buileing, carpsntry, gardening and animal care.  

In 1929 St. Michael's Residential School was 

built: to acco~nrnodate two hundred pupils from all along the 

coast. This was the joint effort of the Columbia Coast 

i+iission an2 t5e Indian Affairs Department. Children 

living on the Reserve attended thc Indian day school. 

The first public school in Alert 3ay Seqan in 1899. 

There were fifteen children in the first class. By 1925 

enrollment had increased suffici~ntly to open 3 second 

rocrn. And in 1439 a 'Superior' class began. Indian 

children were then allowed to take classes from rjrade nine 



at thz public school. 

The Fresent Situation 

In 1955 a new public school was opened, partially 

financed by the Indian Affairs Department. Children from 

the Reserve started attending from grade seven. The grade 

level was gradually lowerzd until the school was completely 

integrzted. A kindergarten for Islanders began in 1964 and 

a nursery school o?ened in 1966. In 1967 students from 

grades eleven and twelve started going to a new high school 

in Port NcXeil. No grade thirteen classes are avzilnhle 

in the area. Fron the ru'irnpkish Band, in the school year 

1963-69, there were 231 children in grades one to seven and 

166 in grades e i ~ h t  to twelve, Of these 215 were 

attending the provincial school in Alert Bay, There were 

fifteen students in vocational schools on the Lower 

1~;ainland.  1 

On April 1, 1969, the Department of Indian Affairs 

took over St. Michael's Residence from the Anglican Church. 

The Xesidence children had attanded an Indian day school 

near the residence. They are, as of September, 1969, 

completely integrated into the public school system. The 



former day school bu i ld in9  i s  being used a s  an 'open a r e a '  

school f o r  grazes  one t o  t h r e e  an3 qrades four  t o  t e n  

a t t e n d  t h e  pub l i c  schcol .  

Although t h e  ch i ld ren  i n  S t .  Nichael ' s  Residence 

a r e  not t h e  s u b j ~ c t  of t h i s  s tudy,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  

note  t h a t  although t h e r e  i s  now corrpletely i n t e g r a t e d  

educat ion i n  A l e r t  Bay, t h e  Kesidence ch i ld ren  a r e  not 

allowed t o  v i s i t  homes on t h e  Is land .  On one occasion two 

young boys c a m  t o  v i s i t  t h e i r  aunt on t h e i r  way home from 

school.  They showed h e r  t h e i r  school-wcrk and t a lked  with 

he r  u n t i l  she t o l d  them they  had b e t t e r  hur ry  o r  they  would 

be i n  t roub le  a t  t h e  Xesirlence. Ancther informant s t a t e d  

t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  had been a b l e  t o  s t a y  overnight with 

school chums, but  it was s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Residence 

admin i s t r a t ion  heard rumors t h a t  peo2le d i d n ' t  ap-xove of 

t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c l o t h i n g ,  and v i s i t i n g  

p r i v i l e g e s  were s u s p n d e d .  The  boys had on i d e n t i c a l ,  poor 

q u s l i t y  o u t f i t s .  

The forrnsr Indian day school and t h e  p rov inc ia l  

schogl were s o  ' d i s t a n t '  t h a t  on an  i s l a n d  with a p o p l a t i o n  

of s i x t e e n  hundred, t h e  t sachers  from t h e  t w o  schocls  were 

not even acquainted.  There was l i t t l e  cornxunication 

betxecn t h e  two schools .  

Many of t h e  people of Ale r t  Bay resen t  t h e  

i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  school.  One Xhi te  government employee 



told the author that he didn't lika it because his 

children were becaming disrespectful at home and losing 

any sense of punctuality. 'we can do it tomorrow' 

expressed the attitude he felt his children were 

acquiring from their Indian classmates, He said that they 

were also losing pride in their appearance, and in 

cleanliness Secause the standard of dress in the school 

was so low. He also felt that the academic standard was 

low, but said that part of the reason for that was the 

lack of qualification of many of the teachers. The Indian 

Agent, as previously mentioned, finds Indian children such 

a threat that he drives his children to and from school in 

a car. 

Many people have felt so strongly about what they 

consider the low standard in the school that several have 

sent their sons to private boarding school, Many ijhites 

were anxious to have kindergarten and nursery school so 

that Indian children would be exposed to the school 

situation as early as possible and would not retard 

progress in grade one. 



Teachers 

The Indian  c h i l d r e n  are o f t e n  subjec tL ad t o  

t eachers  who have no knowledge of--an8 no use for--Indians.  

Many of t h e  t e a c h e r s  never s o c i a l i z e  i n  t h e  ccxmunity and  

never v i s i t  p a r e n t s  on t h e  %serve.  One t eacher ,  who had 

taught  i n t e g r a t e d  c l a s s e s  f o r  s e v e r a l  years ,  s t a t e d  

p u b l i c l y  t h a t  he had no use f o r  Indians.  The a t t i t u d e  of 

many of  t h e  o t h e r  t eachers  w 3 s  l e s s  vocal but  j u s t  a s  

p r e j u d i c i a l  t o  t h e  Indian. Some of t h e  t eachers  come from 

o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  and a r e  a b l e  t o  teach  i n  Ale r t  Bay because 

of s t a f f  shor tages ,  although they d o n ' t  meet p rov inc ia l  

stand-lrds. Sorne of t h e  t eachers  speak .imperfect English 

and t h e  s tuden t s  o f t e n  f i n d  it d i f f i c u l t  t o  understand them. 

The Grade Ones: Attendance 

There a r e  two major cons idera t ions  i n  an exaxinat ion 

of educat ion:  audience and a c t i v i t y .  The f i r s t  ques t ion  

r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  a t tendance  of children--and what shape they 

a r e  i n  f o r  l ea rn in?  while a t  school.  We w i l l  examine t h i s  

ques t ion  a n d  then proceed t o  ask what i s  going on i n  t h e  

school i t s e l f .  



T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  c l a s s e s  o f  g r a d e  ones .  The 

s t u d e n t s  were d i v i d e d  l a r g e l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a b i l i t y ,  

a l t h o u g h  some s t u d e n t s  who were  n o t  s l o w  l e a r n e r s  w e r e  

p l a c e d  i n  t h a t  c l a s s  b e c a u s e  i t  was s m a l l e r .  T h e r e  were 

t w e n t y - f i v e  s t u d e n t s  i n  C l a s s  I and  o n l y  twenty-one  i n  

C l a s s  11, t h e  slower g roup .  An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  a t t e n d a n c e  

r e c o r d s  f o r  t h e  t w o  c l a s s e s  shows q u i t e  a  d i s c r e p a n c y  i n  

a t t e n d a n c e  r e c o r d s  f o r  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  two c l a s s e s .  

The numSer o f  d a y s  a b s e n t  i n  C l a s s  I r a n g e d  from t w o  t o  

e i g h t e e n ,  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  9.3. The number of d a y s  a b s e n t  

i n  C l a s s  I1 r a n g e d  f rom 4 $  t o  65,  w i t h  an a v e r a g e  of 19.6. 

TABLE V. 

L 
SCFIOOL ATTENDAXCE: AVERAG3 OF DAYS ABSS?<T 1963-69 

I n d i a n  P a r t - I n d i a n  Whi t e  C l a s s  T o t a l  

C l a s s  I 9.7 12.3 7.4 9.3 

C l a s s  I1 28.2 11.8 7.7 19.6 

B . AVSRAGE O F  FN4ILIE S 52ITH WORKING MOTHERS ONLY 

C l a s s  I 8.8 9.7 8.3 

C l a s s  I1 12 .1  ( a l l )  11.8 (none  ) 

I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  p o s s i b l e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  

h i g h  a b s e n t e e  r a t e  among I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  i n  C l a s s  11, it 

was found  t h a t  i n  f a m i l i e s  where  t h e  mother  worked,  t h e  



c h i l d r e n  had a  b e t t e r  a t tendance record. It w a s  a l s o  

found t h a t  f a m i l i e s  where the  f a t h e r  had t o  go t o  work i n  

t h e  morning, and most c h i l d r e n  l i v i n g  with grandparents ,  

had a  b e t t e r  a t tendance record.  I n  Class I,  e i g h t  out of 

t en  Indian f a m i l i e s  have a  member regul-arly em~loyed ,  and 

t h e  o t h e r  two a r e  grand2arents .  I n  Class I1 t h e r e  i s  

on ly  one Indian f a t h e r  r e g u l a r l y  employed, an3 h i s  wife  

and t h r e e  o t h e r  mothers, That is ,  only  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  out 

of four teen  Indian  f a m i l i e s  have a  reason f o r  g e t t i n g  up 

i n  the  morning. One part-Indian family i n  Class  I and one 

i n  Class I1 and one XXite family i n  Class I do not have a  

parent  r e g u l a r l y  e q l o y e d .  There is  a  discrepancy i n  

s a l a r y  between t h e  two c l a s s e s ,  wi th  t en  f a m i l i e s  i n  Class  

I earn ing  over f i v e  thousand d o l l a r s  per yea r ,  and only 

t h r e e  earn ing  l e s s  than t h r e e  thousand. I n  Class I1 t h e r e  

a r e  t h r e e  f a m i l i e s  earn ing  over f i v e  thousand d o l l a r s  and 

seven earn ing  l e s s  than t h r e e  thousand. 

There a r e  many reasons f o r  t h e  high absentee r a t e  

among Indian ch i ld ren .  One of t h e s e  i s  i l l n e s s .  Alice 

Dong, i n  a  s tudy of Nut r i t ion  i n  A l e r t  Bay, made use of 

t h e  h o s p i t a l  records t o  s t a t e  t h e  following: 

Here t h e  n a t i v e  c h i l d r e n  have a high absentee 
r a t e  from school which i s  be l ieved t o  be due 
t o  l ack  of i n t e r e s t ,  c u l t u r a l  2isadvantages 
and i l l n e s s .  The h o s p i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  t h e  
per iod January 1966 t o  January 1967 i n d i c a t e  
t h a t ,  out  of t h e  G66 c h i l d r e n  under the age of 
1 4  who were admitted t o  the  p e d i a t r i c  ward of 



the Alert Bay Hospital, 465 were Indian 
children, Xore than 90% of these had 
rzsairatory conditions and neglect and 
malnutrition were considered to be etiological 
factors in the high incidence of these 
disorders, 3 

She states that most of the children (gradas 4 and 5 )  in 

both groups prepared their o m  breakfasts, and that Indian 

children often prepared their own lunch. 

Xohner, working in an isolated village, states: 

Very littlz fruit, and few fresh vegetables and 
milk are consumed. One wonan called this "Xhite 
man's food.' ... According to me3ical 
~ractitioners in the area, one of the most 
prevalznt he2lth problems among the Indians is 
malnutrition. Because of it, Indians are 
susceptible to infectious disease of all types, 
including tubarculosis, The prevalence of 
dental problems is also attriSutaSle to diet. 
One physician told me that iron and calcium 
are two basic nutrient deficiencies in the diet 
of the Indians. Chronic anemia is common from 
lack of ironO4 

Another factor in absenteeism is family drinking. 

:,ihsn the parents are drinkin? at home the children are 

often kept awake all night by the noise, and no one cares 

if they go to school in the morning. On one visit to a 

family, two of the school age children were watching T.V, 

Monday afternoon while the adults continued the drinking 

party that had begun on the weekend, Another child came 

home after school. It was obvious from the way she was 

dressed that she had had no assistance or supervision in 

gettinq ready. 



Rohner says, 

Permissiveness sometimes Sorders on neglect, 
especially when parents are drinkinq. Until 
the drinking h3s ceased, the child may go 
without focld or other attention, or he may 
be cared for by an adult or older sibling 
who is not drinking. 5 

Wolcott, teaching in an isolated village, says, 

Often pupils who arrived late had exhi5ited a 
great deal of self-direction in coaxing 
themselves to get up, possibly to wash, and 
to come to school in the absence of any 
direction or encoura~ement, somet'nes in the 
absence of any adult in the homs. 8 

when there is drinking, sonetimes very young 

children are forced by the absence of their parents to 

take responsibility for younger siblings. "When asked why 

she went to sleep in school, an eight-year-old girl told 

... the teacher that she had stayed up late the night before 
to take care of her eight-month-old brother. '17 

Another factor responsiblr for children not getting 

to school, or falling asleep in school is mentioned by 

Jimmy Sewid. 

... the teacher went to the chief councillor 
and told him that a lot of the kids were 
sleeping on their desks during school. He 
said that he had tried to wa& them up and 
asked them what was the natter and they would 
say, 'Oh, no, I'm not sick but I didn't get 
to sleep 'ti1 3 o'clock this morning because 
m y  mom and I went to that big do last night. 1 8  

Children qenerally take part in any sp- ocial event 

on the Island. They attend potlaches and other ceremonies. 



However, at one potlach attended, the master of ceremonies 

said that there woul3 be a recess so that the schcol 

children could get h m e  to bed. This is a change from 

traditional times brought on by complaints froa the school 

to the Indian council. 

Perhaps one of the m3st ' Indian' factors in 

absenteeism is that children are treated as individuals 

by their parents and are able to make many of their own 

decisions. Parents are ~errnissive with regard to their 

children's behavior and children are usually only 

reprimanded when they are annoying their parents. 

Parents give love without (ruali?ication, not 
necessarily with great demonstration but 
without d e ~ a n d i n ~  consistently 'good' behavior 
from the child. They allow him to become an 
autonomous in3ividual....Chiliiren Seccme 
inde~endent in their activities very early. 9 

A White mother had difficulty getting her children 

to attend school regularly. Their friends, Indian girls, 

could stay home when they didn't feel like going to school, 

perhaps giving some vague excuse that they didn't feel xell. 

The ivhite girls coul,3n1t understand their xother's demand 

that they go to school unless they had a legitimate excuse. 

At twelve years of age they didn't have the right or the 

responsibility to make their own decisions--sowthing their 

friends took for granted. 

There are of course many reasons why children do 



not want to go to school. The Indian child perhaps has 

more and better reasons than many other students. Because 

most people in Alert Bay do not have the money, or the 

interest in clothes, there is not a high standard of dress 

in the school, so that few children would be embarassed 

by a lack of proper clothing, Because Indian children 

suffer a lack of nutrients, they are not only more prone 

to illness, but may lack energy generally. On many 

occasions family responsibilities, such as looking after 

siblings when parents are away, or family opportunities 

such as going out fishing, are more attractive than school. 

Environment and Curriculum 

Then there is the whole problem of what is going 

on in the school, Children in Alert Bay are fortunate 

that they are the majority, and ridicule of children is 

based more on personal than on ethnic attributes. Sut 

there is discrimination on the part of some teachers, that 

can do nothing but have a detrimental effect both on 

attendance and on school performance, 

The same school curriculum is being followed in 

Alert Bay as in Vancouver and the rest of British Columbia, 



Presumably t h e  same th ings  were happening i n  A le r t  s a y  

grade one classrooms, a s  i n  those i n  Vanccuver, except f o r  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r s  i n  Ale r t  Ray had l e s s  t r a i n i n g  

and l e s s  experience.  The c r i t i c i s m s  of textbooks dcsigned 

f o r  urban middle-class ch i ld ren  S c i n ~  used with r u r a l ,  

lower-class ,  o r  e t h n i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  ch i ldren  have hezn 

made t c o  o f t e n  t o  need repeat ing  here.  Even i f  t h e  

t eachers  were nc t  r e ~ u i r e d  t o  fol low t h e  s tandard 

curr iculum, t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  t o  enable  

more meaningful teaching,  The urban mid?le-class teacher  

has l i t t l e  experience,  f o r  exa rp le ,  with t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of 

t h e  l o ~ ~ i n g  i n d u s t r y  from t h e  log?e r s1  point  of view, t h a t  

w o u l d  enable  h i m  t o  provide use fu l  information t o  a 

p o t e n t i a l  f u t u r e  lcgger .  

The reses rcher  overhear6 a teenage boy askinq t h e  

school p r i n c i p a l  why he should have t o  continue tak ing  

French, The man was hard pressed f o r  any kind of an answer. 

Perhaps Japanese o r  Finnish o r  Yugoslavian language lessons  

would have more appeal i n  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  s tuden t s  cculd 

a n t i c i ~ a t e  overhearing t i p s  on where t h e  f i s h  were over the  

radiophone. 

!.;hen t h e  Indian c h i l d  e n t e r s  schcol ,  he i s ,  t o  h i s  

way of th ink ing ,  !.ornbard?d by wcrds, and  by orders .  Ile i s  

expected t o  s i t  q u i e t l y ,  work on h i s  own, and  change 

a c t i v i t y  according t o  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  schedule, H e  f i n d s  a l l  



of t h i s  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  a n d  f i n d s  h i m s s l f  u n a b l e  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  t e a c h e r .  S i n c e  t h e  t e a c h e r  knows l i t t l e  or 

n o t h i n g  about h i s  w o r l d ,  s h e  l a b e l s  him s l o w ,  r e c a l c i t r a n t ,  

u n d i s c i ~ l i n e d ,  a n d  t r e a t s  him a c c o r d i n q l y .  S i n c e  t h e  c h i l e  

kncws l i t t l a  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  l i f e  i n  A l e r t  3 a y ,  a n d  

n o t h i n g  about h e r  p r e v i o u s  l i f e ,  h e  i s  u n a 5 l e  t o  t a k e  her  

ro le  a n d  b e g i n  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  h e r  o r  s e e  t h i n g s  f rom h e r  

p o i n t  o f  view. It i s  f o r e i ~ n  t o  h i s  own e x p e r i e n c e .  

A l l  t he  c h i l d r e n  e n t e r i n g  g r ade  one s p e a k  scme 

E n g l i s h .  The e x t e n t  of t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  " s c h o o l  

E n g l i s h "  h a s  i m ~ r o v e d  w i t h  t h e i r  a t t e n d a n c e  a t  n u r s e r y  

s c h o o l  and  k i n d e r q a r t e n .  Hc:.ever, the  schocll h a s  n o t  

y e t  t a k e n  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t  X n g l i s h  i s ,  for  many, 

a s e c o n d  l a n g u a g e ,  and  t h a t  t h e i r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  E n g l i s h  

i s  l i m i t e d  due  t o  l a c k  o f  ex12erience i n  v e r b a l i z a t i o n .  

D r .  Robcrt H a r p e r  t e s t e d  q r a d e  one s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  

v ? ?  A l e r t  Bay s c h o o l  on t h s i r  p e r c e p t i o n s  of p r o b a b i l i t y .  bbnen 

he a s k e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  v e r b a l l y  w h e t h e r ,  when h e  had  one  r e d  

m a r b l e  and  n i n e  w h i t e  m a r b l e s ,  t h e  m a r b l e  i n  h i s  hand  would 

be r e d  or w h i t e ,  many o f  them answered  randomly. Xhen h e  

a c t u a l l y  u s e d  c o l o r e d  c h i ~ s ,  so t h a t  t h e  c h j l A r e n  c o u l d  

v i s u a l i z e  t h e  p rob lem,  t h e y  "knew t h e  odds" v e r y  w e l l .  

Once t h e y  had  v i s u a l i z e l  the proSlem t h e y  c o u l d  d o  i t  

v e r b a l l y  w i t h o u t  a n y  t r o u b l e .  T h e i r  i n i t i a l  proSlem was i n  

v e r b a l ,  n o t  i n  p r o b a b i l i t y  comprehens ion ,  
10 



Rela t ions  2etwnen School and Family 

A f u r t h e r  problem i n  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of t h e  

school i s  l ack  of communication between schcol and parents .  

One mother s a i d  t h a t  they  used t o  have a 2 , T . A .  i n  A l e r t  

Bay, but it was disbanded because " t h e  p r i n c i p a l  f igured  

not enough were i n t e r e s t e d . "  She f e l t  it should be revived, 

' ho  twelve year o l d  boys were t a l k i n g  about having 

spent  t h e  day f i s h i n g  a t  t h e  back of t h z  Is land .  When 

asked what t h e i r  pa ren t s  would say when they found out  

they were not i n  school ,  one of them r e p l i e d ,  "Oh, my 14om 

wculd r e a l l y  be mad i f  she knew, but s h e ' l l  never f i n d  

ou t , "  Parents  of both boys were very s t r i c t  about t h e i r  

a t tendance a t  school and church but t h e  5oys wrote notes  

t o  t h e  t eacher  f o r  one ?nother  and t h e  parents  weren ' t  

aware of  t h e i r  absences. 

The p r i n c i n a l  of t h e  schcol  s a i d  t h a t  he f e l t  t he  

teachers  should g e t  t o  know t h e  pa ren t s  but he was not 

w i l l i n g  t o  fo rce  t h e  t eachers  t o  make home v i s i t s ,  and few 

of them did.  They were t r y i n g  a t  t h a t  t i n e  t o  increase  

con tac t  by having t h e  pa ren t s  corr~e t o  t h e  school f o r  a 

d i scuss ion  of t h e i r  c h i l d ' s  progress ,  r a t h e r  than i s su ing  

r s p o r t  cards .  

This method i s  not e n t i r e l y  successfu l  though, a s  

pa ren t s  a r e  r e l u c t a n t  t o  go t o  t h e  school an?, it i s  



difficult to get many of them to keep appointments. They 

travel on 'Indian time.' 

Sharply defined time segments of the type on 
which middle-class Whites schedule themselves 
are unimportant. Prescheduled events rarely 
begin at the designated time because few 
families make preparations until it is time 
for the scheduled activity to begin. Both 
Indians and Xhites use the term 'Indisn time' 
to designate this phenomenon.... 11 

Wolcott examines the relationship between School 

and Family as follows: 

Although formal parent-teacher conferences are 
intended by educators to facilitate interaction 
and mutual understanding, they do not necessarily 
achieve these ideals when Indian parents and 
Nhite teachers confer. Judging from both parent 
and teacher accounts, conferences arranged by 
village teachers often have done no more than 
provide teachers with an opportunity to complain 
about the children, the school, and the village. 
Because of the taciturn nature of most village 
adults, visits with them often leave pauses in 
conversation. Most teachers, by contrast, 
habitually fill conversational pauses as part of 
their professional demeanor. The teacher 
inevitably dominates the conversation. If the 
parent has a problem and is willing to bring it 
up at all, it may be cast so modestly that the 
teacher misses the point. Differences in 
observations of protocol can become affronts to 
the teacher or to parents during a conference 
held either at school or in a village home. 
After working for years in an Indian village, 
one local teacher was unaware that most Indian 
hosts would never think to ask a visitor to sit 
down. 1 2  

The subsisting orientation has a great effect on 

sch~ol performance and attendance. Althcugh parents 

generally have some idea that school miqht be useful to 



their children, some of them 

its importance or have mixed 

aren't overly concerned with 

feelings about it. To the 

questions "How important do you think school is for X?" 

and "How far would you like X to go in school?" answers 

varied widely. One mother said, "Oh, I guess its good if 

they learn sonething and do their best but I don't think 

its too important. It doesn't matter (how far X goes in 

school). He's so lazy .... He thinks of any excuse not to 
go." Another mother said that she would be disappointed 

if her children did not do well in school. She wants her 

sons garticularly to get a good education so they would 

have a regular wage because fishing is so uncertain. 

ithen asked what their children wanted to be when 

they grew up or what they wanted their children to be, two 

mothers hadn't thouyht about it, one laughed. and said that 

her child said he wanted to be a millionaire, one 

mentioned a nurse, and another a pilot, both of which would 

be realistic at least in that they could work at these 

occupations in Alert Bay. Generally Indian parents of the 

subsisting oriented group do not think of the future or 

plan for their children. Thus, for most of the children, 

higher education and trade training are not viable 

alternatives. 

Since the child is in interaction more with a 

possibly prejudiced teacher, perhaps more of his ideas 



about himself and Indians in general are negative. He 

must be deficient in meaningful gestures. All in all 

Alert Bay is a very confusing place for an Indian child 

to grow up. His every encounter is contradictory. The 

Indian child raised in an outlying village probably has an 

easier time, in that he can at least firmly establish that 

he is an Indian, can envision a comprehensive way of life, 

and is not subjected to the same divisive experiences. If 

education is the process of taking over a certain organized 

set of responses to one's own stimulation, what happens 

when there is no organized set of responses? We cannot 

say that Alert Bay or the system of education provide the 

child with an organized set of responses, or with the 

universals necessary to enable him to transcend his local 

group. 

We have examined the school in Alert Bay briefly, 

on the assumption that the reader is familiar with the 

North American school system, of which this school is an 

integral part, and have thus pointed out only those 

attributes specific to the Alert Bay situation. 
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THZ FAPIILY AND SOCIALIZATION 

We will use the 

Study of Child Rearinq 1 

discussion, As we have 

Field Manual for the Cross-Cultural 

as a guide for the following 

focused on children aged four to 

six, we will not be discussing all aspects of socialization 

outlined in the manual. 

The Context of Socialization 

The first consideration in a study of socialization 

is the context in which it takes place, We have outlined 

the physical setting in some detail in the chapter on Alert 

Bay. We have not given specific details on, for example, 

the "special structures and furniture used at childbirth" 2 

because Indian babies are born in the same hospital setting 

as White babies, and thus this description would be of 

modern medical facilities rather than anything directly 

related to or controlled by Indian culture. ?'he differences 

in physical setting in Alert Bay families are dependent 

on wealth and social class. 

The social setting of socialization is much more 

dependent on Kwakiutl values, and there are similarities 



be tween  I n d i a n s  of both c l a s s e s  which  c a n  be compared t o  

Whi t e  v a l u e s ,  

A l though  t he  f i r s t  m i s s i o n a r y  p u r s u e d  a p o l i c y  o f  

e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  I n d i a n s  t o  l i v e  i n  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s ,  

a n d  the  I n d i a n  A f f a i r s  h o u s e  p l a n s  are f o r  s m a l l  h o u s e s ,  

the t r a d i t i o n a l  e x t e n d e d  f a m i l y  p a t t e r n  h a s  n o t  

d i s a p p e a r e d ,  B e c a u s e  t h e  h o u s e s  a r e  o n l y  l a r g e  enough fo r  

a  s m a l l  n u c l e a r  family, t h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  o t h e r  r e l a t i v e s  

m o s t  o f t e n  means o v e r c r o w d i n g ,  The t r a d i t i o n a l  ' b i g  

h o u s e s '  c o n t a i n e d  enough a d u l t s  t o  p r o v i d e  for  t h e  c a r e  of 

a l l  c h i l d r e n  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  of t h e i r  

p a r e n t s .  W i t h  the f a m i l i e s  l i v i n g  i n  s e p a r a t e  d w e l l i n g s ,  

i t  i s n ' t  always p o s s i b l e  for r e l a t i v e s  t o  be aware  of a n d  

able t o  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  n e g l e c t e d  c h i l d r e n .  The 

p r i n c i p l e  of n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  i s  o p e r a t i v e  h e r e .  Because  

a p e r s o n  i s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  b e i n g ,  a n d  l i v e s  a p a r t ,  h i s  

r e l a t i v e s  c a n n o t  t e l l  h i m  t o  l o o k  a f t e r  h i s  c h i l d r e n .  The 

r e l a t i v e  m i g h t  g o  t o  t h e  home a n d  l o o k  a f t e r  the  c h i l d r e n  

i n  t h e  p a r e n t s '  a b s e n c e ,  b u t  e v e n  t h i s  might be r e s e n t e d  

as u n w a r r a n t e d  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  But  a n y  p e r s o n  l i v i n g  i n  a 

h o u s e h o l d  e x p e c t s  a n d  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  c a r e  f o r  a n y  c h i l d  i n  

the  house .  

One h o u s e h o l d  c o n s i s t e d  of e l d e r l y  g r a n d p a r e n t s ,  

m o t h e r ,  her e ldest  d a u g h t e r  a n d  her t w o  c h i l d r e n ,  a n d  the  

m o t h e r ' s  other  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  a  n i e c e  who was b o a r d i n g  



while  a t t e n d i n g  school ,  and a  nephew v i s i t i n g  from t h e  

c i t y .  The composition of t h i s  household f l u c t u a t e d  

perhaps more than most, i n  t h a t  t h e r e  was almost always 

a t  l e a s t  one person ou t s ide  t h e  f a i r l y  s t a b l e  four  

genera t ion  extended family l i v i n g  i n  t h e  h ~ u s e .  

Some households contained one r e g u l a r l y  r e s i d e n t  

" sen io r  c i t i z e n "  r e l a t e d  somehow t o  t h e  head of t h e  

household o r  h i s  wife.  There a r e  e i g h t  cases  of t h e  

f o r t y - f i v e  grade one f a m i l i e s  where a  c h i l d  i s  being 

r a i s e d  by grandparents ,  There a r e  four  s i n g l e  pa ren t  

f a m i l i e s ,  and t e n  f a m i l i e s  where t h e r e  a r e  c h i l d r e n  by 

more than  one marriage. A minor i ty  of Indian households 

cons i s t ed  only  of t h e  pa ren t s  and t h e i r  dependent ch i ldren .  

Most of t h e  White grade one households cons is ted  only  of 

t h e  nuclear  family.  

It i s  not  unusual f o r  grandparents  t o  ask t o  r a i s e  

one of t h e i r  grandchi ldren.  This h a s n ' t  necessa r i ly  any 

connection with p a r e n t a l  neg lec t ,  but  may be t h e  wish of 

t h e  persons wi th  grown c h i l d r e n  t o  c a r e  f o r  a  ch i ld .  The 

pa ren t s  may g ive  permission f o r  t h i s ,  i n  which case t h e  

c h i l d  simply spends a  l a r g e r  proport ion of h i s  t ime, 

e s p e c i a l l y  a t  n i g h t ,  wi th  h i s  grandparents,  s ince  they  

g e n e r a l l y  l i v e  c l o s e  enough t h a t  t h e  ch i ld ren  would a l l  be 

spending p a r t  of t h e i r  time t h e r e  during t h e  day, For 

example, i n  one household, one of t h e  ch i ld ren  l i v e d  with 



his grandparents, and his sister alternated her time 

between her parents and grandparents. 

Adoption is a prime example of the difference in 

Indian and Nhite attitudes. It is a fairly frequent 

practice among the Indians for relatives other than 

grandparents to take either the child of an unmarried 

mother, or the child of a married woman with several 

children, as their own. Everyone knows who the real 

parents are, and usually no steps are taken to legalize 

the relationship. The Indian parent undertakes without 

formality to raise the child "as though born to him," 

whereas the White adopting parent very solennly swears to 

this in a court of law. This is possible because Indian 

children are loved and accepted regardless of their 

parentage. The White unwed mother may place her baby for 

adoption through an agency but never knows where her baby 

is placed. The assumption, true in our society, is that 

since the baby is hers, seeing it grow up would be very 

hard for her--she would always want the child back. The 

idea of a married woman giving one of her children to a 

relative unable to have children is unthinkable in our 

terms. There would always be a conflict of loyalty for the 

child, and a conflict of interest for the two "mothers." 

The White judges the Indian by his own standards, and the 

statement is often made that "Indians do not love their 



children: they give them away like they were a piece of 

furniture." This statement reflects more on the Whites' 

possessiveness of their children than on any attitude of 

the Indian. 

The Anglican minister stated that most of his 

marriages involved a pregnancy. And although the 

illegitimacy rate is high the children are usually cared 

for by their kin. There is one man known to be the father 

of babies by several girls, for each of whom he purchases 

a baby carriage. These babies are being raised by their 

mothers. Sexual liaisons, even among married persons, are 

common knowledge, and although some effort is made to 

prevent the spouse from finding out, the knowledge 

generally results in domestic fighting but not in the 

break-up of the marriage, 

The Indians use the English terms for kin and 

generally designate kin the same way, Their kinship 

system is bilateral. They do, however, extend the term 

'cousin' to many kin whose actual relationship is more 

complicated, They will state, "Oh, he is really my 

mother's cousin's granddaughter's husband, But I call 

him and his wife 'cousin. I 11 Because use of the term 

'cousin' opens the way for loans, a place to stay, or an 

entree to a table with a pretty girl, it is used 

extensively, The widest possible use is made of kin 



r e l a t i o n s h i p s  because t h e  mutual oS l iga t i cns  f a c i l i t a t e  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i m s ,  

On one occasion t h e  researcher  was s i t t i n g  i n  t 5 e  

pub with two women. A man came an=? s a t  down and was 

introduced a s  t h e  one g i r l ' s  cousin.  After  he had t3ken 

our chanqe from th?  t a b l e ,  sn,o woman asked the  researcher  

a s i d e  and suggested we move t o  another tab le .  She 

ind ica ted  t h a t  t h e  o t h e r  g i r l  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  man t ak ing  

our  money f o r  c i g a r e t t e s  and beer but c o u l d n ' t  do anything 

b x a u s z  he was he r  cousin.  

Knowing who your r e l a t i v e s  are g ives  you a 2 lace  i n  

t h e  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  g iv ing  o ~ > o r t u n i t i e s ,  and a l s o  

p lac ing  l i m i t a t i o n s  on behavior. One woman had a teenaqe 

nephew v i s i t i n g  f r o x  t h e  c i t y .  H e  was having a f r u s t r a t i n g  

experience t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a  ~ i r l f r i e n d ,  because it sezned 

t h s t  every time he dated a  g i r l ,  h i s  aunt wocld t e l l  him t o ,  

" B e  c a r e f u l ,  She ' s  your ccus in , "  She then explained t o  

t h e  researcher  t h a t  although some of the  g i r l s  designated 

"cousin" f o r  convenience might be av3 i l ab le  f o r  t h i s  boy t o  

marry, they  were excluded from " foo l ing  around" o r  cqsual  

sexual  exper iences ,  because " i f  t h e  g i r l s  g e t  i n t o  t r o u b l e ,  

t h s i r  pa ren t s  w i l l  come t o  m e ,  3nd ask m e  why I d i d n ' t  

t each  h i m . "  I t  was not ~ c s s i b l e  t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  e x t e n t  of 

kin-group p ressu re ,  b u t  from inrormaticn obtained,  it 

operated i n  only a  very few a reas  of l i f e .  



Kohner d i scusses  shar ing  i n  Gilford:  no one can 

r i s e  too  high o r  s ink  t o o  low and s t i l l  remain p a r t  of t h e  

i n t r r a c t i ~ n . ~  Sorrowin3 and shar ing  a r e  not a s  much 

evident  i n  A l e r t  Bay f o r  s e v e r a l  reasons. One i s  t h a t  t h e  

populat ion of Indians  i s  on a  s c a l e  beyond t h a t  e f f e c t i v e  

f o r  face- to-face i n t e r a c t i o n .  For example, one fisherman 

could not begin sha r ing  a  ca tch  with a l l  t h e  r ? s iden t s ,  

Secondly, s i n c e  t h 2  amal~amation of t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  Reserve 

( f o r  ' p r o g r e s s i v e '  Indians from o the r  bands) with the  

Nimpkish Band, t h e r e  a r e  very many 'Nimpkish' band members 

from a l l  over Kwakiutl t e r r i t o r y ,  s o  t i e s  a r e  more tenuous 

than i n  o rd ina ry  bands. Thirdly,  pub l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  ( t h e  

Indian Agent) i s  c l o s e  a t  hand. Another f e a t u r e  r e l a t e s  

t o  t h e  d r ink ing  p a t t e r n s  i n  A le r t  Bay compared t o  those  i n  

Gi l ford .  In  t h e  v i l l a g e ,  dr inking  i s  sporadic  due p a r t l y  

t o  t h e  t r a v e l l i n g  d i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  source of alcohol .  In  

A l e r t  Bay t h s  pubs and Liquor Control Board a r e  open s i x  

days a  week, Some people may dr ink  every day, o t h e r s  only 

on weekends ( inc lud ing  t h e  f i v e  day f i s h i n g  weekends), and 

o t h e r s  only sporad ica l ly .  For- these  reascns t h e  web of 

a s s o c i a t i o n s  and borrowing i s  much looser  i n  A le r t  Bay than 

i n  t h e  ou t ly ing  v i l l a g e s .  K i n  form small groups on t h e  

I s l a n d ,  wi th in  which borrowing and mutual aid d 9  occur ,  

al though on a l e s s  i n c l u s i v e  s c a l e  than has  been described 

f o r  t h e  ou t ly ing  v i l l a g e s .  



From t r a d i t i o n a l  d a y s  when whole v i l l a g e s  moved 

i n t o  a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e  for  c e r e m o n i a l s ,  t o  t o d a y ,  when m o s t  

of t he  K w a k i u t l  g a t h e r  i n  A l e r t  Bay f o r  t h e  June S p o r t s  

Weekend, e a c h  f a m i l y  h a s  k i n  i n  A l e r t  Bay w i t h  w h o m  t h e y  

s t a y  o v e r n i g h t ,  a n d  p o s s i b l y  f o r  e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d s .  I n  

A l e r t  Bay, now, more t h a n  a n y  other v i l l a g e ,  m o s t  

h o u s e h o l d s  e x p e r i e n c e  a more or  l e s s  s t e a d y  s t r e a m  of  

v i s i t i n g  k i n .  V i s i t s  among v i l l a g e r s  a r e  a l so  f r e q u e n t ,  

a l t h o u g h  i n  some cases r e l a t i v e s  w i l l  m e e t  a t  the b a r  a n d  

v i s i t  t h e r e  ra ther  t h a n  i n  e a c h  o the r ' s  homes. From 

o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  the  f i e l d  i t  would a p p e a r  t h a t  v i s i t s  t o  a 

home a r e  s e ldom made b y  anyone  b u t  k i n .  I n t r o d u c t i o n s  are 

v e r y  se ldom made, b u t  i n q u i r i e s  as t o  the  i d e n t i t y  of other 

v i s i t o r s  e l i c i t e d  a f i r s t  name and  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The 

researcher almost i n v a r i a b l y  h a d  t o  i n q u i r e  f u r t h e r  t o  

o b t a i n  a surname.  

Vis i to rs  u s u a l l y  knocked ,  opened  the d o o r  a n d  

h o l l e r e d ,  a n d  w a l k e d  i n .  They s a t  down where a n d  when t h e y  

chose, and  i n  many c a s e s  w e r e ,  t o  o u r  view,  v i r t u a l l y  

i g n o r e d  b y  t h e  hostess u n t i l  she h a d  f i n i s h e d  w h a t  she was 

d o i n g .  R e f r e s h m e n t  of a n y  k i n d  was n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  o f f e r e d  

u n l e s s  t h e  h o s t e s s  was h a v i n g  some th ing .  

The i n i t i a l  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  s t r a n g e r s  was o n e  o f  

r e s e r v e d  s i l e n c e .  A f t e r  t h i s  r e s e a r c h e r  had  been  a c c e p t e d  

b y  some of the  m o t h e r s ,  v i s i t s  i n  t h e i r  homes were of a 



d i f f e r e n t  nature.  After  'oeing introduced a s  "my f r i e n d ,  

Norma," the  mzile r e l a t i v e s  s t a r t e d  teas ing ,  making remarks 

i n  Kwakwala, g e t t i n g  t h e  concurrence of the  o t h e r s ,  " t h a t ' s  

r i g h t ,  eh?" and once t h e  consensus had been e s t a b l i s h e d ,  

t r a n s l a t i n g  t h e  remarks, much t o  t h e  embarassment of t h e  

researcher .  F i n a l l y  t h e  h o s t e s s  broke i n  and s a i d ,  "You 

guys q u i t  t e a s i n g  her ."  

The c h i l d r e n ' s  r e a c t i o n s  t o  a  s t ranqer  expressed 

some c u r i o s i t y .  They sometimes caTe i n  t o  l i s t e n  t o  the  

researcher  t a l k i n g  wi th  t h e i r  mother, but a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  

time accepted h e r  a s  jus t  another  adu l t .  They did ask 

ques t ions  when we went t o  t h e  park o r  t h e  beach such a s ,  

"Where do you l i v e ? " ,  "Where i s  your mother?", e t c .  Adults 

were r a r e l y  introduced,  but ch i ld ren  were never introduced 

un less  t h e  r e sea rcher  asked. The a t t i t u d e  seemed t o  be 

t h a t  an a d u l t  would have no p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

ch i ld ren .  No at tempt  was made t o  d i s p l a y  t h e  c h i l d r e n  f o r  

v i s i t o r s .  

No observat ions  of any r e l a t i o n s  t o  the  

supernatura l  were observed. A l l  mckhers e x p l i c i t l y  denied 

us ing  mythical c r e a t u r e s  t o  sca re  t h e  ch i ld ren ,  althzugh 

they  acknowledged i n  some cases  t h a t  t h e i r  parents  had 

used t h i s  technique with them. 



S t a t u s  of In fan t  and Child 

There a r e  a t  ? resent  no r i t u a l  ~cknswledgements of 

d i f f e r e n t i a l  s t a t u s e s  of ch i l2 ren  by aqe. Since t h i s  s tudy 

focused on ch i l3 ren  aged four  t o  s i x ,  e x p l i c i t  e n q u i r i e s  

were not made regarz ing  previous an? fu tu re  changes. The 

mothers d id  mention i n  response t o  seve ra l  ques t ions  t h a t  

"Now t h a t  he i s  i n  school  ..." t h ings  have changed. 

'dhen asked i f  ther.3 was much d i f fe rence  between 

boys and g i r l s  a t  t h i s  age ,  a l l  t h e  mothers s a i 3  t h e r e  

wasn ' t  much d i f f e r e n c e ,  t h e y ' r e  j u s t  ch i ld ren  a t  t h i s  age. 

One mother s a i d ,  "Oh, t h e y ' r e  both rouqh and tough, 

There ' s  no 3 i f f e r e n c e  i n  t he  way you t r c 3 t  them i n  a  S i g  

family." Another mother s a i d  t h a t  "you bring thex  up t h e  

same Sut  t h e y ' r e  a l l  d i f f e r e n t . "  She sa id  t h 2 t  he r  boys 

h e l p  with housework and t h e  younger ch i ld ren  t h e  same a s  

t h e  q i r l s .  

A s  w 2  have s t a t e d  previous ly ,  i l l e g i t i m a t e  ch i lS ren ,  

s h o t y n  rnarri2ye 3aS ies ,  and adopted ch i l3 ren  60 not s u f f e r  

from a  spoc ia l  s t a t u s ,  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  f i r s t  born chi ldren  

i n h e r i t e d  t h e  h i ~ h e s t  rank from t h e i r  f ami l i e s ,  an? i n  s o m e  

c a s e s  f i r s t  born c h i l d r e n  do have some spec ia l  s t a t u s .  

Jimmy Sewid d i scusses  h i s  childhcod a s  follows: 

I t  w a s  t h e  Indian custom t o  always put t h e  
olc?est c h i l d  f i r s t  i n  everythinq they  2id 3nd  
then the  r e s t  would follow. Since I was born 



t o  a well-to-do and very h igh ly  respected 
family and was t h e  o l d e s t  son they  t r e a t e d  me 
with r e spec t  .... They had t o  look a f t e r  me 
because I was t h e  o l d e s t .  A l l  t h e  o t h e r s  i n  
a family a r e  j u s t  c h i l d r e n ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  

Robby Be l l  i s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  o lde r  than me 
but h e ' s  t h e  youngest of my uncles  and my 
mother and my aunt .  T h a t ' s  why they  always 
c a l l e d  him j u s t  a l i t t l e  boy. Xe were 
brcught up j u s t  l i k e  b ro the r s  but poor Robby 
used t o  be pushed a s i d e  f o r  me. m a t  i s ,  
Jimmy, t h e  grandson, was given preference  by 
Kobby's parentsJ  4 

A more notable  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  contemporarily is  t h a t  of t h e  

baby of t h e  family. Only one of t h e  ch i ld ren  i n  t h e  study 

was t h e  youngest i n  t h e  family.  H i s  mother s a i d  t h a t  he 

i s  ca red  f o r  and s p o i l e d  by h i s  o lde r  s i b l i n g s ,  t h a t  they  

do h i s  chores  f o r  him, p r o t e c t  him from punishment, buy 

him toys .  I n  response t o  t h e  ques t ion ,  "Have you ever  f e l t  

t h a t  he i s  growing up t o o  f a s t  i n  any way?", she paused, 

laughed and s a i d ,  "No, h e ' s  t h e  baby of t h e  family." 

Although c l a s s  determined s t a t u s  was a l a r g e  p a r t  

of t r ad . i t iona1  c u l t u r e ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  today i s  probably 

not t o o  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  l i f e  chances t o  be expected i n  

any middle-class ,  o r  lower-class  f ami l i e s .  This i s  t r u e  a t  

l e a s t  i n  p a r t  because lower-class  persons a r e  a s  l i k e l y  t o  

ha rass  a s  t o  r e spec t  those  of h igher-c lass ,  and t a u n t  them 

wi th  having s o l d  out  t o  klhites. 



Agents of Child Rearin? 

A t h i r d  important cons idera t ion  i n  a  d iscuss ion  of 

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  i s  t h e  agents  of c h i l d  rear ing .  The 

c a r e t a k e r s ,  t h a t  i s ,  those  Fersons who take rou t ine  c a r e  

of t h e  c h i l d ,  include t h e  p a r e n t s ,   grandparent^, a.unts 

and uncles ,  and, i n  l a r g e  f a n i l i e s ,  o lde r  s i b l i n g s .  Any 

household member and any v i s i t i n g  k i n  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  t ake  

c a r e  of a c h i l d  a s  t h e  need a r i s e s .  Fathers  seem t o  take  

p a r t  i n  a  c h i l d ' s  d a i l y  c a r e  although i t  i s  recognized a s  

the  mother 's  job. Jimmy Sewid s?eaks of helping with t h e  

ch i ld ren .  

I took c a r e  of then  myself sometimes, when they  
were l i t t l e ,  l i k e  changing t h e i r  d i a r e r s  o r  
feeding them vhen they  cr ied . .  . .;then I w a s  a 
young boy I remenher s e z i n ~  old J i m  3 e l l  and 
o t h e r  o l d  m n  cook and they  used t o  take  c a r e  
of the  babies  some too. I a l ~ o  use2 t o  qe t  up 
~ d i t h  t h e  SaSies  a t  n i g h t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  Flora 
wasn ' t  f e e l i n g  well .  I w uld qo and hea t  some 
m i l k  and feed it t o  them. 5' 

Compared t o  an urSan middle-class family, s i b l i n g s  

i n  an Indian home t a k e  a g r e a t  dea l  of r e s p o n s i S i l i t y  f o r  

t h e  c a r e  of t h e s e  younger than themselves. Two q i r l s ,  

aged 6 $  and 5, Sabysat a  one year o l d  b ro the r ,  sometimes 

with s u ~ e r v i s i c n ,  and sometimes on t h e i r  own. One evening 

about t e n  o ' c l o c k ,  t h e  researcher  saw a young boy of s i x  

pushing a  todd le r  i n  a s t r o l l e r  on t h e  rcad. On inqu i ry ,  

t h e  boy s a i d  he was looking a f t e r  h i s  brother .  Apparently 



h i s  pa ren t s  were a t  hone. 'l%e researcher  a l s o  saw a s i x  

year  o l d  prepare a  b o t t l e  f o r  he r  b ro the r ,  and another  s i x  

year  o l d  chznc2ing d i a p e r s ,  and another working a wrinqer 

washing machine. :,:hen t h e  ch i ld ren  were going out  t o  p lay ,  

t h e  m o t h ~ r  would o f t e n  say ,  k i d s  look a f t e r  k h e  

toddler]." ~ e c a u s e  some of t h e  mothers workel, 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c a r e  of younTer chi ldren  was assumed Sy 

o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  o r  grandparents  q u i t e  r egu la r ly ,  One family 

employed a b a 5 y s i t t e r  t o  look a f t e r  two of t h e i r  ch i ld ren ,  

while  t h e  t h i r d  was taken f i s h i n g  turn-about v i t h  t h e  o t h e r ? ;  

5u t  paid S a b y s i t t e r s  were g e n e r a l l y  r a re .  

Medical c a r e  i s  adx in i s t e red  from t h s  Indian Health 

Se rv ice ,  t h e  a o c t o r s ,  an3 t he  h o s p i t a l .  One Doctor 

complained t h a t  sometiaes f a m i l i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  from 

ou t ly inq  Xeserves, w i l l  b r ing  a baby t o  the  h o s p i t ? l  -zhen 

they  cone t o  Ale r t  Bay f o r  some me?ical pro7.?lem, and w i l l  

l eave  him t h e r e  while  they  ? a r t y  and ge t  t h e i r  sho~;2ing 

done, and w i l l  then pick t h e  c h i l d  up when t h e y ' r e  ready 

t o  r e t u r n  home. 4s  has  been s t a t e d  previously,  r c s p i r a t c r y  

i n f e c t i o n s  are  a l=irge p a r t  of t h e  reason f o r  f requent  

h o s p i t a l i z a t i ~ n  of Indian ch i ld ren .  A c h i l d  i n  one cf the  

Indian fa r s i l i e s  s ~ e n t  a g r e a t  dea l  of time i n  h i s  f i r s t  

four  yea r s  i n  an3 out of t h e  h o s p i t a l .  Me was h o s p i t a l i z e d  

very z h o r t l y  a f t e r  being taken hone f ron  t h e  neonate 

nursery.  H e  went home, from t h e  s a n i t a r y  atmosphere, 



replar feeding and controlled tein~erature into a dr~ifty, 

damp house and irregular hours, developed a respiratory 

infection and was rehospitalized. This hay~ened reyularly 

until he finally gained an innunity an3 w2s able to survivc 

in his home environment, 

In discussing those aqents of child rearin9 k7h0 

miqht 3e desiynated 'teach?rs,' it is necessary first of 

all to examine the Kwakiutl attitude toward 'teachin?.' 

It is considered presu~ptious for a person (other than 

a schocl teacher) to give detailed instructions: one 

learns by watching an4 doing. One of the most notable 

aspects of an Indian home is the l2ck of verbal 

ccnnunication bet~.s!e~zn parents and children, This is net 

to say that children do not hear a2ult conversation: they 

are allowd to listcn to any conversation so long as they 

are not bothering the adults. But there is little or no 

conversation as such directed to them. Tf~e only words 

aimed at them are directives: these are such things as, 

'Dm't f3ol around, ' cr 'You kids go on outsids. ' The 

words directed to children are evccative of qction--nct of 

re2lies. 

In Alcrt 3al- the parents could be cmpared to the 

scientist. They  make their own discoveries from the 

information they have availaSle to them--2nd exoect their 

children to do the san:e. Althou~h the results of the 



exixr imenta t ion  may not be innovat ive ,  t h e  process by 

which d i scover ie s  a r e  made i s  e s s e n t i 3 l l y  an experimental  

one, r a t h e r  than one of teaching  a  c h i l d  what he should see. 

Thus not only  i s  a  c h i l d  permit ted t o  do s o  much 

more of h i s  own r s a l i t y  t e s t i n g  than i s  allowed t h e  avsrage 

rnid<:le-class Non-Kwakiutl c h i l d ,  but h i s  experience with 

hea r ing  i n s t r u c t i o n s  and ve rba l i z ing  h i s  experience i s  f a r  

more l imi ted .  H e  i s  allowed t o  touch t h e  s tove and i s  not 

encouraged t o  d i scuss  h i s  r e s u l t i n g  fee l ings .  U n t i l  he 

goes t o  nursery school ,  he may not r e c e i v e  any e x p l i c i t  

i n s t r u c t i o n .  Ho??ever, only one nother s a i d  t h a t  she had 

tauc~ht  t h e  c h i l d r e n  drawing, e t c .  m e  other  mothers s a i d  

t h a t  t h e  o lde r  c h i l d r e n  "played school" with t h e  youncer 

ones and taught  them. One mother s a i d  t h a t  her  c h i l d  

could count f i s h  and d i sc r imina te  between t h e  var ious  

s p e c i e s  of salmon when he was four  yea r s  old.  

A s  we have s t a t e d  i n  our d iscuss ion  of f i s h i n g ,  

those ch i ld ren  who a r e  a b l e  t o  go f i s h i n g  g e t  an e a r l y  

and cont inuing  educat icn  i n  t h e  i n t r i c a c i e s  of ca tching  

f i s h .  aecause t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  allowed t o  be with t h e i r  

pa ren t s  i n  most c i rcumstances,  they  a r e  ab l s  t o  observe 

most adu l t  r o l e  a c t i v i t i e s .  They a r e  allowed t o  a t t e n d  

pot laches  and o the r  ceremonies, and a r e  allowed t o  wander 

around during proceedings,  with l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  being 

paid t o  them. 



I n  in terv iewing t h e  mothers we asked e x p l i c i t l y  

what models they  presented  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  bzhavior,  

Three of t h e  mothers s t a t e d  t h a t  they  never used t h s m s ~ l v e a  

o r  t h e  c h i l d ' s  f a t h e r  a s  models, Two s t a t e d  t h a t  they  

o c c a s i m a l l y  ussd themselves o r  t h e  f a t h e r .  One mother 

s a i d  t h a t  she d i d n ' t  use any examples f o r  behavior,  t h r a e  

msntioned o lde r  s i S l i n g s  o r  an o lde r  cousin a f t e r  whom t h e  

c h i l d  had been named, and one s a i d  t h a t  she occas ional ly  

used t h e  c h i l d ' s  gra 'ndparents,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  grandfa ther ,  

as  a model f o r  behavior.  Three mothers s t a t e d  t h a t  they  

never used models of negat ive  behavior,  one s a i d  she 

occas iona l ly  used o l d s r  people,  but  never t h e  c h i l d ' s  

peers ,  One mother s a i d  t h a t  she t o l d  he r  ch i ld ren  t o  

s tudy and l e a r n  i n  s c h ~ o l ,  " s o  they  won't  grow up h a p i r z  

l i k e  k h e i r  uncle53 . " ;,,;hen asked, ''Is t he re  anyone you 

would l i k e  your c h i l d  t o  be l i k e  when he grows up?", a l l  

mothers s a i d  they  wanted t h e  c h i l d  t o  be " l i k e  himself ." 
One mother s a i d ,  "Like h e r s e l f .  Maybe l ady l ike  o r  

something. I d o n ' t  know--just t o  be he r se l f . "  This data  

i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h a t  the  two mothers who 

used themselves and t h e i r  husbands a n d  who used negat ive 

models, could both be considered "n iddle-c lass"  compared 

t o  the  o the r  t h r e e  mothers. Thus a s  we have seen i n  

regard  t o  ' t e a c h e r s , '  t h e  c h i l d  has  models p resen t ,  but he 

i s  e x p c t e d  t o  draw h i s  own inferences  t o  h i s  own conduct, 



When asked whether t h e i r  c h i l d  took a f t e r  he r  o r  

he r  husband, two mothers s a i d  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c h i l d  took 

a f t e r  he r  f a t h e r  more, but  c o u l d n ' t  say why. One s a i d  he r  

c h i l d  was " j u s t  l i k e  himself ."  One mother s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  

c h i l d  had h e r  quick temper. She s a i d  she had heard he r  

dauc~hter sco ld  a  d o l l  i n  j u s t  t h e  same way a s  she had 

scolded t h e  c h i l d .  She expressed t h e  hope t h a t  h e r  

c h i l d r e n  w w l d  grow up t o  be se l f -conf ident  l i k e  h e r  

husband, r a t h e r  than shy l i k e  h e r s e l f .  

Techniaues of S o c i a l i z a t i o n  

The researcher  very seldom observed the  use of 

rewards symbolizing love ,  acceptance and nurturance,  

such a s  hugging t h e  c h i l d .  Only one mother mentioned t h i s  

a s  something she considered good f o r  h e r  ch i ldren .  She 

s t a t e d  t h a t  l i t t l e  a f f e c t i o n  was shown i n  he r  family,  but 

t h a t  he r  (pa r t - Ind ian)  husband's family was very 

a f f e c t i o n a t e ,  and she had learned t h i s  from them. Several  

of t h e  mothers mentioned using verbal  p ra i se .  One mother 

s a i d ,  "Oh, I say,  ' t h a t ' s  r e a l l y  good, '  ' I  r e a l l y  l i k e  

t h a t ,  ' and t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  t o  her .  But it hasn'  t 

happened very o f t e n  l a t e l y . "  The researcher  observed f e w  



s u c h  i n s t a n c e s ,  w i t h  g c o d  b e h a v i o r  u s u a l l y  e l i c i t i n g  

l i t t l e  or n o  v e r b a l  a t t e n t i o n  or  t h a n k s .  Many of t h e  

m o t h e r s  made f r e q u e n t  u s e  of " t r e a t s "  cr money,  or o t h e r  

t a n g i b l e  r e w a r d s ,  From a l l  o b s e r v a t i c n s ,  t h e  g i v i n q  of 

mcney f o r  " t r e a t s "  w a s  t h e  nost o f t z n  u s e d  r e w a r d  f o r  

b e h a v i o r ,  a n ?  w a s  a c c o n ~ a n i e d  S y  l i t t l e  v e r b a l  

r e i n f o r c e m e n t .  I n c i t i n g  t o  g c o d  b e h a v i o r  u s u a l l y  i n v o l v e d  

p r o g i s e s  of t a n g i b l e  r e w a r d s .  

D i s t r a c t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  b y  s u g q e s t i o n  of a l t e r n a t e  

a c t i v i t i e s  w a s  u s e d  f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  y o u n g e r  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  

w a s  s e l d o m  o b s e r v e d  w i t h  t h e  f i v e  a n d  s i x  y e a r  o l d s .  A s  

we h a v e  s t a t e d  p r e v i o u s l y  i n  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  the 

" t e a c h e r s , "  e x p l i c i t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  wcre seldom g i v e n .  

D e m o n s t r a t i o n s  w s r e  g i v e n  w i t h  t h e  a d m o n i t i o n  t o  " w a t c h  

t h i s  t i m e . "  The m o t h e r s  w e r e  a s k e d ,  "30 y o u  t h i n k  a c h i l d  

s h o u l d  be shown a n d  t o l d  e x a c t l y  how t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  

new..,?". A 1 1  of t h e m  s a i d  t h 8 t  t h e  c h i l d  s h o u l d  be shown; 

n o n e  m e n t i o n e d  " t e l l i n g , "  A l l  t h e  m o t h e r s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  

f e l t  a c h i l d  l e a r n e d  best b y  d ~ i n g  i t  h i m s e l f .  

V e r y  l i t t l e  p h y s i c a l  p u n i s h m e n t  is  u s e d  by K w a k i u t l  

r n o t h z r s .  They  may y i v e  a n  o c c a c i o n a l  s l a p ,  b u t  s e l d o m  o r  

n e v e r  s p a n k  c h i l d r c n .  One m o t h e r ,  who c o u l d n ' t  remember 

t h e  l a s t  t i m e  s h e  h a d  s p a n k e d  a n y  of her  c h i l d r e n ,  s a i d ,  

"I  d o n ' t  s ? a n k  t h e m  v e r y  o f t e n  S u t  when 1 d o  they g e t  i t  

~ o o d . "  S h e  a l s o  s a i d ,  " W e  g o t  more s p a n k i n g  when I w a s  a 



kid."  Ancther mother s a i d ,  "LCe were s p n k e d  a l l  t h e  time 

whcn I was young, but it d i 8 n ' t  do t o o  much f o r  m y  

b r o t h e r s  [hayvire uncles  mentioned e a r l i e  J, so  we don' t 

spank our k ids  very often. Oh, I t e l l  them I ' l l  spank 

them, but I never do i t . "  Another mother s a i d  t h a t  she 

may spank h e r  c h i l d r e n  f o r  a  s e r i o u s  of fense ,  and send 

them t o  t h e i r  rccm, Af te r  a while she Toes i n  and t a l k s  

t o  t h e  c h i l d .  S5e s a i d  t h a t  h e r  parents  n e v e r  spanked h e r  

and she d o e s n ' t  t h i n k  she should s p n k  her  ch i ld ren ,  Her 

f a t h e r  would j u s t  t a l k  t o  h e r  and sometimes " t h a t  would 

h u r t  more than a spanki.ng, He r e a l l y  made me f e e l  badly. 

Soinetimes when t h e  whole f a n i l y  was arcund, l i k e  a t  l i n n e r ,  

he would t e l l  a s t o r y  about someone who d i d  so.?ietl~ing 

wrong, and I knew he rnzant t o  t e l l  it f o r  me, and  I r e a l l y  

f e l t  bad." 

The most f r e r p e n t l y  mentioned means of resolv ing  

c o n f l i c t  between ??rent  anc? c h i l d ,  an3 t h e  technicpe most 

c f t e n  observed., was separa t ion .  For minor annoyances, 

c h i l 3 r s n  w e r e  t o l d  t o  go cu t s ide :  " I f  you k i d s  c a n ' t  be 

q u i e t  go on outs ide ."  F c r  n i s b e h a ~ i o r  ch i ldren  were sznt  

t o  t h z i r  room, o r  " sen t  t o  bed." There was no s n e c i f i c  

time f o r  t h e m  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e i r  rocm, and they usua l ly  

wandered out a f t e r  a  shor t  while ,  glanced ques t ioninyly  a t  

t l le i r  mother, a n 3  if they  got  no response, went on aSout 

t h e i r  '.msiness o r  w e n t  cu t s ide .  U s e  of r i d i c u l e  and t eas ing  



was not oSssrved i n  par3nt-chi ld  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  but occurred 

f requen t ly  amcnq t h e  c h i l d r f n  themselves. They c a l l o d  

each o the r  names, an3 made s ta tements  l i k e ,  "Don't l e t  

blin-1 come. H z ' s  got  Sugs." One c h i l d  s a i d  t o  t h e  

researcher ,  "How come you always put a d ress  on? Ycu're 

s ' posed t o  put  pan t s  on l i k e  peopl.3 - do," :.?hen the  

researcher  sneeze.-3, she s a i d ,  "Say pardon m e  once i n '  a 

while! You should blow your nose." Direc t ives  of t h i s  

n a t ~ l r e  wer2 mad? t o  o t h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  i n  t h e  sane manner, 

t h a t  i s ,  without expect ing a r z s p n s e .  Usually t h e  o the r  

c h i l d r e n  d i d  not  resgond ve rba l ly  t o  these  statements.  

A 1 1  t h e  mothers r epor t s2  t h a t  they f requent ly  used  

t h r e a t s ,  f o r  spankings,  e t c . ,  but seldox c a r r i e d  thnrn out.  

They denied usinq bogeymen or  mythical c r e a t u r e s  t o  sca re  

t h e  chil"en. Ji-arny Sewid s t a t e d  t h a t  he and h i s  wife ha? 

scared t h e i r  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n  with 

t h e  Tsunugua t h a t  were up i n  t h e  woods  and 
would g e t  thcm i f  they  weren' t gocd.. . .Ts:e 
s t o ~ p e d  doing t h z t  l a t e r  on ani! t h e  younger 
onzs ,+zerenlt scared of t h a t .  >Je a l s o  u s e d  t o  t e l l  
them t h a t  God w a s  always t h e r e  where they werz, 
seeing everyth ing  they  d i d  and t h a t  they would 
have t o  be nice i f  they  wanted t o  see H i m  one 
day. A t  t h a t  t i a e  t h e  main way t h a t  w e  u s e d  
f o r  punishing t h ~  ch i ld ren  was mak in (2  them 
s t a y  i n  an2 not allowincj thzm t o  go out ,  I 
th ink  w e  learned  t h q t  from the  teacher  i n  t h e  
schcol  because they  use.q t o  do t h a t  there .  Ke 
were g u c h  more s t r i c t  with our k ids  i n  those 
days. 

The o t h e r  major technique of t r a i n i n g  mentioned by 



a l l  mothers an3 f requen t ly  observed w3s "hol le r ing ."  

This usu .311~  involved t e l l i n g  t h e  chi15 t o  q u i t  what he 

w a s  doing, and/or tc  go ou t s ide .  

Behavior Systems 

Oral  System 

None of t h e  mothers had b r e a s t  fed  the  "Grade One" 

c h i l d ,  and only  one mentioned t h a t  she had nursed h e r  f i r s t  

two chi ldren .  The c h i l d r e n  were given "formula" milk and 

al though t h e  mothers mentioned t h e  Doctor 's  schedule,  none 

of them followed it r i g i d l y .  One mentioned t h a t  h e r  

c h i l d r e n  scheduled themselves p r e t t y  c lose  t o  what t h e  

Doctor had suggested.  General ly  they f e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  on 

demand. They d i d  not wean t h e  c h i l d r e n  abrupt ly,  but l e t  

them have a  b o t t l e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a t  bedtime, a s  long a s  they  

wanted one. 

A s  has  been previous ly  mentioned, ch i ld ren  i n  A le r t  

Bay, both Indian and kihite, s u f f e r  some degree of 

ma lnu t r i t ion .  This may i n  p a r t  be l ack  of information, but 

a d u l t  food h a b i t s  a l s o  p lay  a  p a r t .  For example, t h e  

Kwakiutl g e n e r a l l y  very seldom dr ink  m i l k ,  The  only time 

milk seems t o  be used r e g u l a r l y  i s  when canned m i l k  i s  used 



i n  t e a  o r  cof fee .  The e a t i n g  rou t ine  var ied  widely i n  t h e  

f a m i l i e s  s tudied .  I n  one home t h e  mother prepared a  meal 

a t  a  r egu la r  hour and t h e  family s a t  down t o  e a t .  In  

another  family r egu la r  cooked meals were prepared only 

s p o r a d i c a l l y  and family members a t e  bread and jam o r  

whatever was handy a s  they  were hungry. No attempt was 

made t o  e s t a b l i s h  a h a b i t  of r egu la r  ea t ing ,  and l i t t l e  o r  

no a t t e n t i o n  w a s  paid t o  n u t r i t i o n a l  values.  In  t h e  same 

way requirements f o r  c l e a n l i n e s s ,  t a b l e  manners, and 

s o c i a b i l i t y  a t  mealtime v a r i e d  i n  t h e  fami l ies .  I n  only 

one family were t h e  c h i l d r e n  taught  e x p l i c i t l y  t o  say 

p lease  and thank you, and excuse thkmselves froin t h e  t a b l e .  

Although t h e  mothers mentioned t h a t  they had 

problems with a t  l e a s t  one c h i l d  i n  t h e i r  f ami ly  not l i k i n g  

p a r t i c u l a r  foods,  they  tended t o  ignore t h i s ,  r a t h e r  than 

f o r c i n g  t h e  i s s u e  o r  planning s u b s t i t u t e s .  That i s ,  t he  

c h i l d  was f r e e  t o  make t h i s  choice,  within t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  meal. 

Anal System 

We d i d  not  ask s p e c i f i c a l l y  about t r a i n i n g  i n  

sph inc te r  con t ro l .  A l l  t h e  houses had indoor plumbing. 

The f a m i l i e s  va r i ed  widely i n  t h e  importance placed on 

cleanliness. Most of t h e  a d u l t s  kept themselves c lean ,  and 



t h e  women o f t e n  c u r l e d  t h e i r  h a i r .  Attempts were made 

t o  have t h e  c h i l d r e n  cl?an and presentable  f o r  school o r  

church, but t h e  mothers were not upset  by t h e  c h i l d r e n  

g e t t i n g  grubby during t h e  sumrer when they  were playing. 

On one occasion a  s i x  year  o l d  came i n  looking l i k e  s h e ' d  

been malting mud p i e s  (she had!) and t h e  mother s a i d  

c a s u a l l y ,  "You b e t t e r  go have a  ba th  before you go t o  bed." 

I n  a  couple of houses d i r t y  d iape r s  were l e f t  i n  t h e  l i v i n g  

room f o r  long pe r iods  of t ime, The a t t i t u d e s  toward 

c l e a n l i n e s s ,  and o r d e r l i n e s s ,  depended very much on the  

genera l  l i f e  s t y l e  of t h e  family. 

Aqqression System 

General ly  t h e  mothers d id  not psrmit f i g h t i n g  

between s i b l i n g s  o r  with ne ighb~rhood  chi ldren .  They 

mentioned breaking up f i g h t s  between s i b l i n g s  and 

punishinq both.  In  f i g h t s  with o the r  ch i ld ren  t h e  mother 

u s u a l l y  brought he r  own c h i l d  i n t o  t h e  yard or  house and 

perhaps t o l d  them not t o  p lay  with t h e  o the r  c h i l d  if they  

c o u l d n ' t  ge t  along. Physical  aggression observed between 

c h i l d r e n  was i n  t h e  na tu re  of s l a p s  by one c h i l d  with t h e  

o the r  withdrawing o r  crying.  There w a s  seldom any 

s i t u a t i o n  where both c h i l d r e n  were slapped during t h e  same 

inc iden t .  When a c h i l d  went t o  t h e  mother a f t e r  being h i t  



by another child he was told, "You stay away from him, 

then you won't get hit." 

The children in most of the families had very few 

toys, not because they were given no toys, but because 

toys didn't last long. The children broke or lost their 

toys, and the parents neither replaced them nor punished 

them for destructiveness. If a child had something he 

treasured he was expected to protect it from the other 

children. In one incident wh2n a child complained to her 

mother that a sibling had broken her doll, the mother's 

only reply was, "Well you shouldn't let him get it, or you 

know he'll brzak it." Although parents might complain if 

a child broke something belonging to them, they did not 

generally punish the child. They showed as little response 

to their children breaking something bslonging to 

non-family persons, something that is a point of friction 

between Indians and Whites on the Island. Because the 

Whites punish their children for destruction of property, 

they expect Indian parents to do the same, and are highly 

annoyed when Indian parents ig~ore the issue. 

As we have stated previously in the context of 

social control, indirect forms of aggression, such as 

talkinrj behind a person's back, and avoiding them are used 

most frequently by Indian adults. 



Sexual System 

Generally the Kwakiutl families appeared to be 

2hysically modest. Children and infants were always 

clothed. Teasing reference was made by children to babies 

when their diapers were Seing changed. When children were 

observed rubbing the genital area they were largely ignored 

by their parents, although they might be teased by their 

peers. On one occasion at the park a five year old boy 

observed that his playmate had a hole in the crotch of her 

underpants. He started mlking playful dives at her crotch 

with his hand, like an airplane, until she started crying, 

got up and slapped him and ran off to another area of the 

park. 

Children's sleeping accommodation is usually 

segregated by sex, although the degree to which this is 

possible depends on the size and composition of the family. 

In large families some of the younger children sleep in 

their parents' room. No attempts are made at explicit 

sexual instruction, and in this, as in other areas, 

children learn by observation. 

Sexual references and sexual jokes make up a part 

of adult conversation, and children are not prevented from 

hearing these conversations. From traditional times, 

sexual abstinence was achieved by supervision rather than 



i n t e r n a l i z e d  c o n t r o l s .  Contemporarily, f ami l i e s  vary 

widely i n  t h e  amount of supervis ion  they  provide t h e i r  

adolescents .  Probably no family i s  without a  member who 

has had an i l l e g i t i m a t e  c h i l d  o r  "shotgun" marriage. 

Dependency System 

A 1 1  mothers s a i d  t h a t  they  found it very d i f f i c u l t  

t o  l e t  a baby c ry ,  although they  had a l l  been t o l d  they  

would s p o i l  t h e  baby i f  t h e y  picked i t  up r i g h t  away. None 

of them claimed much success  i n  r e s i s t i n g  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  

comfort a  baby. Anyone present  u s u a l l y  picked up  a  baby 

as  soon a s  it c r i e d .  Although anyone t h e  researcher  saw 

wi th  a  baby appeared t o  enjoy t h e  i n f a n t ,  none of them 

t a l k e d  t o  t h e  baby o r  t o  o t h e r  persons present  about t h e  

baby. They c a r r i e d  on t h e i r  conversat ion while holding,  

feeding  o r  changing t h e  baby. That i s ,  t h e  researcher  was 

never sub jec ted  t o  t h e  "See how c u t e  he is" type of 

d ia lague  s o  p reva len t  i n  Western c u l t u r e .  She was a l s o  

fo rced  t o  break t h e  "Oh my t h a t ' s  a  c u t e  baby" type of 

r e a c t i o n  by a  gues t ,  a s  t h i s  kind of statement was g e n e r a l l y  

met with a  c u r i ~ u s  s t a r e ,  perhaps i n t e r p r e t a b l e  a s  "of 

course ,  but a l l  babies  a r e ,  s o  why go on about it." 

The mothers g e n e r a l l y  took t h e i r  ch i ld ren  f o r  

granted--in t h a t  they expected t h e  baby t o  e a t ,  s l e e p ,  grow, 



c r y ,  etc.--and they  d i d n ' t  worry t o o  much about it. 

However, a l l  t h e  mothers s t a t e d  they  had been a f r a i d  of 

c a r i n g  f o r  t h e i r  f i r s t  baby, and a l l  of them had some h e l p  

with a t  l e a s t  t h e i r  f i r s t  c h i l d r e n ,  Two couples had l i v e d  

with t h e  maternal grandparents  f o r  some pericd when t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n  were young. Two o t h e r s  mentioned extens ive  he12 

from t h e  maternal grandmother, and one mentioned occasional  

h e l p  from a pa id  non- re la t ive  when she was i n  h o s p i t a l  

and f o r  housework, e t c .  

The mothers mentioned being pleased a t  var ious  

s i g n s  of development of t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  but they  d i d  not 

remember how o l d  t h e  c h i l d  was when he made t h i s  progress .  

They d i d  not compare notes  wi th  o the r  mothers about t h e  age 

a t  which a  p a r t i c u l a r  s t e p  was taken. They did mention 

t h a t  one c h i l d  was slower o r  f a s t e r  than a s i b l i n g  i n  

deve,lopment . 
We d i d  not determine t h e  age a t  which dependence 

weaning took p lace ,  but  i n  most cases  four  year o l d s  were 

very independent. I n  some cases  where two o r  t h r e e  year 

o l d s  hung around t h e i r  mother they  were picked up, and 

would a f t e r  a while  g e t  down and play with other  ch i ldren .  

I n  some cases  when two o r  t h r e e  year o l d s  hung around o r  

whined f o r  a t t e n t i o n ,  an o lde r  c h i l d  was asked t o  t ake  

them outs ide .  

When t h e  c h i l d  was i n  t roub le  with a  parent  he 



o f t e n  disappeared and went t o  t h e  home of a grandparent.  

One such c h i l d  came i n  when t h e  researcher  was v i s i t i n g .  

Her mother g ree ted  h e r  c a s u a l l y ,  and then t o l d  t h e  

r e sea rcher  t h a t  he r  f a t h e r  had been mad a t  he r  two days 

before ,  s o  she  had gone t o  he r  grandmother's. When asked 

what t h e  f a t h e r  would do when he saw t h e  c h i l d ,  she s a i d ,  

"Oh, he won't  t r e a t  h e r  any d i f f e r e n t .  He won't  be mad 

anymore. " 

Only one mother mentioned t h a t .  her c h i l d  was upse t  

when she and he r  husband went out.  She s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  

used t o  g e t  a temperature,  but  t h a t  had ended by t h e  time 

she was about four .  Children a r e  u s u a l l y  q u i t e  comfortable 

i n  any s i t u a t i o n  when they  a r e  with s i b l i n g s .  

We can say  g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  t h e  Kwakiutl c h i l d r e n  

s t u d i e d  were very much more independent t h e i r  White 

age-mates. They were allowed a much g r e a t e r  freedom of 

mobi l i ty .  For e x a m ~ l e ,  when asked about t h i s ,  one mother 

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  was not allowed t o  go past  h e r  a u n t ' s  

home--which was perhaps a m i l e  and a h a l f  from home--nearly 

a t  t h e  o the r  end of t h e  Is land .  A s  some of t h e  mothers 

worked, they  of course were not a b l e  t o  keep c l o s e  check on 

t h e i r  c h i l d ' s  a c t i v i t i e s .  In  most cases  o lde r  s i b l i n g s  

were i n  charge and t h e  amount of supervis ion given t o  f i v e  

and s i x  year o l d s  va r i ed  widely. 



Self-Sel iance Tra in inq  

A s  we have s t a t e d  previous ly ,  i n f a n t s  p r e t t y  much 

s e t  t h e i r  own feeding schedule. They a r e  f r e e  t o  crawl or  

toddle  around t h e  house o r  neighborhood, although w e  were 

not a b l e  t o  observe an o l d e s t  o r  only c h i l d  who d id  not 

have sen io r  s i b l i n g s  t o  look a f t e r  him. 3y t h e  age of f i v e  

o r  s i x  t h e  chi l 'd ren  could amuse t h e m s e l v ~ s  f o r  long per icds  

of t ime,  could d ress  and undress  themselves,  would go o f f  t o  

bed when they  were s leepy,  and were a b l e  t o  prepare t h e i r  

own food, inc luding  opening an3 h e a t i n g  a  can of soup and 

prspar ing  sandwiches. They were expected t o  t ake  c a r e  of 

t h e i r  own possess ions  o r  s u f f e r  t h e  consequences. They 

were i n  a l l  t h i n g s  extremely s e l f - r e l i a n t .  

R e s ~ o n s i b i l i t v  Tra in inq  

Children were given household d u t i e s  a t  a very 

e a r l y  aye,  and were expected t o  h e l ~  c a r e  f o r  younger 

ch i ld ren .  The major d i f f e r e n c e  observed between Indian and 

S h i t e  c h i l d r e n  w a s  t h a t  t h e  Indian d id  f a r  more jobs, and 

more d i f f i c u l t  jobs, but t h e r e  was very much l e s s  ernnhasis 

o n  t h e  r egu la r  performance of tasks .  That i s ,  t h e  ch i ld ren  

performed chores  w i l l i n q l y ,  but d i d  not t ake  t h e  

r e s p o n s i 3 i l i t y  as  being r e g u l a r ,  but  had t o  be reminded or  



prodded each time. White mothers assigned f a r  fewer t a s k s  

but t r i e d  t o  i n c u l c a t e  a r egu la r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s o  t h a t  it 

was up t o  t h e  c h i l d  t o  remember without being t o l d .  Regular 

performance of a t a sk  i n  an Indian home i s  approved and 

valued, but does not r ece ive  much p o s i t i v e  reinforcement.  

I n  t h i s  a s  i n  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of behavior ,  t h e  regular  

performance of a t a s k  tended t o  be taken f o r  granted.  Thus 

s e l f - r e l i a n c e ,  r a t h e r  than  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t r a i n i n g  appears 

t o  be emphasized more i n  t h e  Indian home. 

A f f i l i a t i o n  

One of t h e  most notable  a spec t s  of adu l t  Indian 

s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  t h e  s o l i d a r i t y  among s i b l i n g s .  There 

i s  a g r e a t  l o y a l t y ,  a f f e c t i o n ,  and a g r e a t  dea l  of mutual 

a i d ,  This i s  not  t o  say  t h e r e  a r e  not f i g h t s  and arguments, 

but t h e r e  i s  a pronounced sense of "we" aga ins t  a l l  o t h e r s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  d i f f i c u l t i e s  with o the r  persons. One man 

s a i d  t h a t  he had done something wrong a s  a boy of twelve, 

When h i s  f a t h e r  found o u t ,  he got  a beat ing.  When an o lde r  

b ro the r  found o u t ,  he got  another  beating. When a second 

b ro the r  was about t o  adminis te r  a t h i r d ,  t h e  f i r s t  b ro the r  

p ro tec ted  him and s a i d  h e ' d  had enough. 

Children p lay  most o f t e n  with s i b l i n g s  and 

house-mates. They a r e  n e i t h e r  encouraged o r  discouraged 



from playing with o the r  c h i l d r e n ,  although they may be t o l d  

t o  avoid a  trcuble-maker. Their choice of playmates 

appears t o  depend l a r g e l y  on propinqui ty and k inship ,  

a l thcugh t h e i r  peer  grcup broadens a2parent ly  a f t e r  about 

age e i g h t ,  when they  a r e  a b l e  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  organized 

groups such a s  Scouts and Explorers.  

When t h e  r e sea rcher  was recording conversat ions of 

t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  most of t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  was between t h e  

c h i l d r e n  themselves, Their conversat ions,  unless  they  were 

asked ques t ions ,  tendssd t o  be of t h e  same order  a s  a d u l t  

conversa t ions ,  That i s ,  words were evocat ive of a c t i o n  and 

information. Ques t ions  were answered b r i e f l y ,  without 

explanat ion.  The  c h i l d r e n  o f t e n  played alone, each of them 

absorbed i n  h i s  own a c t i v i t y ,  with l i t t l e  verbal  exchange, 

The peer groups of t h e  f i v e  and s i x  year o l d s  were 

g e n e r a l l y  small ,  u s u a l l y  from two t o  four  ch i ldren .  The 

age range, except f o r  c h i l d r e n  being looked a f t e r  by 

s i b l i n g s ,  was about t h r e e  yea r s ,  and t h e r e  was no 

d i s t i n c t i o n  made Sy t h e  c h i l d r e n  between boys and g i r l s .  

There appeared t o  be no l eader sh ip  except t h a t  of o lde r  

s i b l i n g s  d i r e c t i n g  younger ones. Parents  expressed l i t t l e  

anx ie ty  about t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  being accepted by peers .  

Because peer groups a r e  usua l ly  formed by k in ,  they take 

t h a i r  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  and values,  from t h e  

family.  Childhood f r i e n d s h i p s  o f t en  endure a  l i f e t i m e ,  



Achievement  

A g r e a t  d e a l  o f  e m p h a s i s  h a s  b e e n  p l a c e d  on the  

c o m p e t i t i v e  n a t u r e  of K w a k i u t l  c u l t u r e .  The c o o r e r a t i o n  

be tween  m e m b e r s  of t h e  k i n  g r o u p  h a s  b e e n  v i r t u a l l y  

i g n o r e d .  a v e n  t o d a y  o n e  c c m p e t e s  o n l y  i n  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  

s i t u a t i o n s ,  a n d  o n l y  w i t h  c e r t a i n  other p e r s o n s - - t h a t  i s ,  

t h o s e  w h o  are n o t  k i n ,  b u t  w h o  a r e  of t he  same s o c i a l  

s t a t u s .  

L i t t l e  or n o  t r a i n i n g  or  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  was 

o b s e r v e d  i n  the i n t e r a c t i o n  be tween  p a r e n t s  and  younge r  

c h i l d r e n .  The p a r e n t s  w e r e  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  

s u c c e s s e s ,  b u t  e x p r e s s e d  l i t t l e  a n x i e t y  o v e r  f a i l u r e .  F o r  

example ,  o n e  m o t h e r  s t a t e 3  i n  a  v e r y  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  way 

t h a t  her c h i l d  h a d  f a i l e d  her g r a d e  a t  s c h o o l .  Those 

mothers who w e r e  m i d d l e - c l a s s  i n  t h e i r  l i f e - s t y l e  

e x p r e s s e d  more c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  p o s s i b l e  f a i l u r e  of t h e i r  

c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d  would f ee l  b a d l y  if h e  

d i d n ' t  do w e l l  a t  school a n d  t h e y  w o u l d n ' t  h u r t  h i m  b y  

t a l k i n g  a b o u t  it.  A s  m e n t i o n e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  the mothers 

h a d  n o  p a r t i c u l a r  g o a l  for t he i r  c h i l d r e n ,  beyond 

e x p r e s s i n g  a  w i s h  t h a t  they would be happy,  and  be 

t h e m s e l v e s .  



T r a i n i n q  i n  S k i l l s  

A s  h a s  b e e n  p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  p 3 r e n t s  may show 

t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  how t o  do  s o m e t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e y  do n o t  

g e n e r a l l y  g i v e  v e r b a l  i n s t r u c t i o n .  Thus l e a r n i n g  o f  motor 

s k i l l s ,  a r t i s t i c  s k i l l s ,  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and manual  

s k i l l s  i s  e n c o u r a F e 3  a n d  r ewarded ,  S u t  i s  some th ing  t h e  

c h i l d  must  u n d e r t a k e  on  h i s  own p r e r q a t i v e  and  b y  h i s  own 

o b s e r v a t i o n s .  One anomalous  s i t u a t i o n  was o S s e r v e d ,  i n  

r e g a r d  t o  l e a r n i n g  o f  l a n g u a g e .  We w i l l  examine i n  some 

d e t a i l  t h e  u s e  o f  l a n g u a g e  b y  t h e  I n d i a n  i n  A l e r t  Bay. 

S e m a n t i c  and C o o n i t i v e  T r a i n i p -  

It i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  i d e n t i t y  t o  

examine  t h e  u s e  o f  l a n g u a g e ,  as  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Mead it p l a y s  

s u c h  a  l a r g e  ro le  i n  t h e  deve lopment  of se l f .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  

a d u l t  I n d i a n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  i s ,  i n  m o s t  i n s t a n c e s ,  aimed. a t  a  

s p e c i f i c  g o a l :  e l i c i t i n g  o r  g i v i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T a l k i n g  

f o r  t a l k i n g ' s  s a k e  e x c e p t  fo r  c e r e m o n i a l  s p e e c h e s  does  n o t  

a p p e a r  t o  be a c u l t u r e  t r a i t .  I t  i s  n o t  u n u s u a l  t o  see an  

I n d i a n  f a m i l y ,  e a c h  m e m b e r  o f  wh ich  i s  engaged  i n  h i s  own 

a c t i v i t y ,  i n  sociable s i l e n c e .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  

I n d i a n s  a r e  a n t i - s o c i a l - - t h a t  t h e y  a r e  l o n e r s - - b u t  t h a t  

s o c i a 5 i l i t y  i n v o l v e s  f e e l i n g  and  p rox imi ty - -no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  



overt and explicit interaction, 

Silences in a group of pople are not regarded as 

embarassing: there is no attempt to break a silence. 

"A likeable p~rsonality...includes one who is 'soft-s~okzn 

and steady.' The? contrary of this is one who is 'loud, 

noisy and b~ssy."'~ Language, as used by most Indiins in 

Alert Bay, whether Znglish or Kwakwala, is used to 

different pur2ose than it is used by most Znglish speaking 

urban people. Its use in the home does not give a child 

sufficiznt experience to cope with the verbiage he 

encounters in a school situation. Teachers particularly, 

and non-Indians generally, are characterized by Indians 

as talking a lot. An Indian will comment of a Ghite who 

is quiet, that "he is like v c . "  One woman said of a 

teacher that he talked so much that after a while she 

couldn't listen any more. She just noCded her head and 

made responses without hearing what he said. 

Oration, as an art form, was practiced at Kwakiutl 

ceremonies, especially the potlach. Only a few men had 

the knoxledge and ability to act as "naster of cerzrnonizs." 

Their eloquence was a reflectian on the man giving the 

potlach, and they were paid for their services. A few 

older men are still able to perform this role in the 

traditional way. And they are still specialists. Nost of 

the ordinary villagers get the gist of the oration, hut 



s t a t e  t h a t  "he  i s  u s i n g  t h e  o l d  l a n g u a g e .  ? h e r e  a r e  

l o t s  o f  words  I d o n ' t  know. They o n l y  u s e  them i n  t h e  

p o t  l a c h .  " 

Every  I n d i a n  i n  A l e r t  S a y  s p e a k s  and u n d e r s t a n d s  

Kwakwala t o  a g r e a t e r  or  lesser d e g r e e .  They a r e  aware  o f  

t r i b a l  d i a l e z t s .  One woman t o l d  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  "She a n d  

I are  c o u s i n s .  But  s h e  comes f rom a  d i f f e r e n t  t r ibe  and  

-. 
t h e y  t a l k  d i f f e r e n t . "  vvhen a s k e d  w h e t h e r  t h e y  c o u l d  

u n d e r s t a n d  e a c h  o t h e r ,  s h e  s a i d ,  "Oh, y e s .  ' he re  a r e  some 

words  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  t h e y  s a y  t h i n g s  d i f f e r e n t ,  b u t  w e  c a n  

t a l k .  O r  w e  c a n  s a y  i t  i n  Z n g l i s h ,  too." 

Most of t h e  I n d i a n s  a r e  s e l f - d e p r e c i a t o r y  a b o u t  

t h e i r  knowledge o f  Kwakwala. They w i l l  a d m i t  t h e y  "know 

a b i t "  b u t  few w i l l  a d m i t  t o  f l u e n c y ,  a n d  some w i l l  make 

r e f e r e n c e  to  F r a n z  Boas a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  on t h e i r  

l a n g u a g e .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  m o s t  p e o p l e  h a v e  some knowledge o f  

t h e  l a n g u a g e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p a r e n t s  f e e l  t h a t  t h e y .  o n l y  

l e a r n  f rom f o r m a l  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  which  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  v e r y  

r a r e l y .  They e q u a t e  "he  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  t a u g h t "  w i t h  "he  

h a s  n e v e r  l e a r n e d "  a n d  " h a v i n g  n e v e r  been  t a u g h t "  i s  n o  

d o u 3 t  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s p a r a g i n g  a t t i t u d e  t h e y  have  t o w a r d  

t h c i r  own f l u e n c y .  

This s t a t e q e n t ,  m3de b y  son?  p e r s o n s ,  i s  a  

c o n t r a d i c t i m  o f  t h e  K w a k i u t l  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  l e a r n i n g  i n  

t h a t  g e n z r a l l y  p e o p l e  a r e  n o t  t a u q h t .  P e r h a p s  t h i s  



response r e s u l t s  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  parents  have 

themselves s t ruqg led  with English grammar i n  sehool ,  while  

a t  t h e  same time they were punished f o r  speaking t h e i r  own 

language, s o  they  may see  "lan9u3ge1' a s  &ing l ea rn ing  of 

a  d i f f e r e n t  order .  

Most of t h e  c h i l d r e n  have heard enough Kwakwala 

t h a t  although they  may not be ab le  t o  "speak Indian" they  

have some understanding of it. But even when they  speak 

Sng l i sh  with a  ivhite they  a r e  using words t h a t  can mean 

sornething e n t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  two people involved 

i n  t h e  communication. For example, "cousin:" A s  we have 

mentioned, thzy  use t h e  term r e f e r r i n g  t o  f i r s t ,  second 

and t h i r d  cous ins ,  but t h e y  a l s o  use i t  t o  r e f e r  t o  

scmeone they  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  where t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i ?  i s  t c o  

ccx? l i ca ted  t o  bother  expla in ing ,  aes ides  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e ,  

they  i n f e r  a  w h ~ l e  s e t  of k inshi?  o b l i g a t i o n s  and 

e x p c t a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  not g e n e r a l l y  present  i n  t h e  mind 

of t h e  White. 

Thus, not  only  i s  t h e r e  a  minimum of 

in te r -genera t iona l  conversa t ion ,  but t h e  conversat ion i s  

i n  two languages, n e i t h e r  of which i s  'school English. '  

There a r e  s e v e r a l  o lde r  people i n  A l e r t  Bay who speak 

l i t t l e  or  no English,  but  t h e r e  i s  probably no one under 

t h e  age of f i f t y  who dces not speak a t  l e a s t  b a s i c  English. 

A s  we have s a i d ,  t h e  Indian people a re  genera l ly  



q u i e t ,  however ,  t h e y  becoxe  n o t i c e a b l y  more v c c a l  when 

d r i n k i n g .  It  was n o t  u n u s u a l  t o  w i t n e s s  a man a n d  w i f e  

a r g u i n g ,  or t o  h a v e  somaone spe2k  o u t  a b o u t  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  

or a b o u t  t h e i r  ~ e r s g n a l  l i f e ,  a c r o s s  t h e  t a v e r n  t a b l e ,  

w h e r e a s  t h i s  s e l d o m  x c u r r e d  i n  o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s .  Rohner  

3 i s c u s s e s  it a s  f o l l o w s :  

One o f  t h e  p o s i t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  d r i n k i n g  f o r  
t h e  G i l f o r d  I s l a n d e r s  i s  t o  h e l p  r e l a x  n o r m a l l y  
c o n s t r i c t e d  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  coinmunicat ion,  t h u s  
a l l o w i n g  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s  t o  be f r e e l y  and  
o p e n l y  e x p r s s s e d  i n  ways t h e y  would  n o t  Se if 
t h e  p e r s o n  were e n t i r e l y  sober. E x p r e s s i o n s  of 
d i s c o n t e n t  t e n d  t o  be c i r c u i t o u s  a n d  masked i n  
no rma l  day- to-day  i n t e r a c t i o n .  It i s  
e x c e p t i o n a l  e n c o u n t e r  f o r  o n e  p e r s o n  t o  be 
d i r e c t l y  c o n f r o n t e d  b y  a  s e c o n d ' o n  some 
u n p l e a s a n t  m a t t e r .  More t y p i c a l l y ,  a  
d i s a f f e c t s d  p e r s o n  t a l k s  a b o u t  soneons  else w i t h  
t h e  h o ~ e  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  g e t  back  t o  
t he  s e c o n d  p e r s o n . . . L a t e n t  h o s t i l i t y  i s  d i r e c t l y  
e x p r e s s e d  ( o f t e n  t h r o u g h  f i g h t s )  d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  
o f  d r i n k i n g ,  a n 3  t e n s i o n s  t h a t  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  
f e s t e r  a n d  l e a d  t o  less  n a n a g e a b l e  s t r a i n s  are 
n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  r e s g l v e d .  ' 

C h i l d r e n  of f i v e  a r e  n o t  y e t  c k a r  as  t o  t h e  

mean ings  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  k i n .  The f o l l o - d i n g  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  be tween  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  (I?), a  f i v e  y e a r  o l d  

( F ) ,  a n d  a  t e e n a g e r  ( T )  was r e c o r d e d .  

X: Where d i d  you ( j e t  t h e  b l a n k e t  you w e r e  w e a r i n g  
a t  t h e  I n d i a n  Dance? 

F: My Grandma. 
T: Xh ich  Grandma? 
F; 1-d and  Li33 a n d  LC]. 
K:  How many G r a n d a a s  do  you h a v e ?  
F; Three.' 
T: You h a v e n '  t. You 've  o n l y  g o t  t w o .  
F: 'l 'hree. 
T: CC]'s n o t  y o u r  Grandma. 



: Y e s !  
T: And CBJ i s n ' t  o u r  Grandma. 
F: i t e l l  how come 121 make my b l a n k e t  t h e n ?  

? - 
T: \ \ e l l  she j u s t  made i t  f o r  you.  
F: And CQ ? 
T: J u s t  [A] a n d  CDJ a r e  y o u r  Grandmas. 
F: I got a n o t h e r  g r a n n i e .  .., 

S i m i l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  c a t e g o r y  " c o u s i n ; "  t h e  c h i l d r e n  

w e r e  n o t  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  t h e  more c o n p l e x  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

fo r  wh ich  t h i s  t e r m  w a s  u s e d .  

From o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  i t  was g e n e r a l l y  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  

c h i l d r e n  w e r e  t a u g h t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n  object w i t h o u t  t h e i r  

a t t e n t i o n  b e i n g  drawn t o  i t s  s p e c i f i c  a t t r i b u t e s .  Fo r  

example ,  e v e n  a d u l t s  h a d  a  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween  s p e c i e s  o f  sa lmon,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y - - l i k e  

t h e  f o u r  y e a r  o l d  rnent ianed  e a r l i e r - - h a d  n o  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  

d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  s p e c i e s  a n d  naming i t .  To t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  

" H o &  do you know" some th ing?  The answer  v e r y  o f t e n ,  b y  

c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s ,  was ,  "Nell, I j u s t  know," 

A s  we h a v e  s e e n  e a r l i e r ,  c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s ,  

p a r t i c u l 3 r l y  i n  t h e  l o w e r - c l a s s ,  d o  n o t  make ex7l ici t  

p l a n s .  P a r t l y  S e c a u s e  of dependence  f o r  many a c t i v i t i e s  

on  e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s ,  s u c h  as w e a t h e r ,  c l o s u r e s  by t h e  

Depar tment  o f  F i s h e r i e s ,  etc. ,  most p l a n s  i n v o l v e  t h e  

s p o k s n  or unspoken  " i f  i t  d o e s n ' t  r a i n "  k i n d  o f  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  VJe h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  w i d e s p r e a d  u s e  o f  t h e  

c o n c e p t  o f  " I n d i a n  t i m e ,  I' a n d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  a r r a n g i n g  

a p p o i n t m e n t s .  



I n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  w e  have  u s e d  many 

examples  o f  t r a i n i n g  i n  v a l u e s .  Ne h a v e  d i s c u s s e d  the  

u s e  of p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e  m ~ d e l s  fo r  b e h a v i o r ,  a n d  

d i r e c t  s t a t e m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  good a n d  b a d  b e h a v i o r .  W e  

m e n t i o c c 3  cne f a m i l y  t h a t  u s e d  m o r a l  t a l e s  t o  i n c u l c a t e  

v a l u e s ,  b u t  m o s t  of t he  m o t h e r s  sa id  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  

t e l l  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  f o l k t a l e s .  Some of t h e  g r a n d p a r e n t s  

do t e l l  myths  a n d  t a l e s  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n ,  b u t  the  m c t h e r s  

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  was becoming more u n u s u a l  a s  t h e  o l d e r  

p e o p l e  d i e d .  The p o s i t i v e  v a l u e  of s h a r i n g  is s t i l l  

t a u g h t  b y  i t  b e i n g  p r a c t i c e d  w i t h i n  t h e  k i n  g r o u p  a n d  

among s i b l i n g s .  R e f e r e n c e  i s  o f t e n  made to  someone who 

i s  " r e a l l y  s t i n g y . "  Many of t h e  c u e s  fo r  b e h a v i o r  are 

non-ve rba l .  C h i l d r e n  of f o u r  a n d  f i v e  a r e  a b l e  t o  " r e a d "  

t he i r  p a r e n t s  v e r y  w e l l ,  and c a n  t e l l  fro3 f a c i a l  

e x p r e s s i o n  and  t o n e  o f  v o i c e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  c a n  c o n t i n u e  i n  

t h e i r  a c t i v i t y  or  i t ' s  a b o u t  t o  be s t o p p e d ,  and w h e t h e r  

or  n o t  t he  p a r e n t  " r e a l l y  means i t "  t h i s  t ime .  A s  h a s  

b e e n  s t a t e d  i n  r e f e r e n c e  b o t h  t o  the  t r a d i t i o n a l  and  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  b e h a v i o r ,  m o r a l  r e s t r a i n t  was more a m a t t e r  

o f  s u p e r v i s i o n  t h a n  o f  i n t e r n a l i z e d  v a l u e s ,  among c h i l d r e n  

a n d  a d u l t s .  



T r a i n i n q  i n  Xcles i n  th? Lzrr-rer S o c i e t y  

b l o s t  c u l t u r e s  do n o t  h a v e  t h e  p r o b l e m  of t r a i n i n g  

p e o p l e  t o  a d o p t  roles  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a p a r t  o f  t h e i r  own 

c u l t u r e .  T h i s  a p ~ l i e d  m a i n l y  t o  t h o s e  r o l e s  t a k e n  i n  

a d u l t h o o d ,  b u t  t h 2  l a c k  of role t r a i n i n g  a f f e c t s  t h e  

c h i l d r e n  as  w e l l .  

I n  a  s e s s i o n  w i t h  t w o  o f  t h e  z h i l d r e n ,  a boy a n d  a  

g i r l ,  b o t h  a g e d  f i v e ,  t h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  was  r e c o r d e d .  

( T h e y  had j u s t  b e e n  g i v e n  c o l o r e d  c a n d i e s . )  

Lynn: \Ghat k i n d  i s  y o u r  w e e s ?  
A e s e a r c h e r :  D i d  y o u  c a l l  h i m  w e e s ?  
Lynn: Sammy! 
& ? s e a r c h e r :  30 y o u  e v e r  c a l l  h i m  w e e s ?  ( ~ o  r e p l y )  

K h a t  d o s s  w e s s  mean7 
Lynn: Sammy. 
X e s e a r c h e r :  Does wees mean l i t t l e  boy? 
Lynn: Uh Huh ( a f f i r m a t i v e ) .  
& s e a r c h e r :  Is i t  I n d i a n ?  
Lynn: H e ' s  a I n e i a n .  
R e s e a r c h e r ;  A r e  y o u  a n  I n d i a n ?  
Lynn: N o .  
A e s e a r c h e r :  \ .hat  a re  y o u ?  
Lynn: Lynn! k o u  know my name. 

The s t a t e m e n t  "Eel s a  I n d i a n "  w a s  made v e r y  

e m p h a t i c a l l y - - w i t h  a  d e r o g a t o r y  t o n e .  T h i s  l i t t l e  b o y ,  

a l t h o u q h  t h e  same age as Lynn ,  ccms from a d i s a d v a n t a g e d  

home a n d  v e r y  s e l d o m  s p e a k s  o r  r e s p o n d s .  

An I n d i a n  c h i l d  l i v i n g  i n  A l e r t  Bay c a n n o t  be s a i d  

t o  l i v e  i n  a n  I n d i a n  communi ty ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  se,ar .3t ic: :-(  o f  

t h e  Reserve. He a t t e n d s  a n  i n t e q r a t e d  s c h o c l ,  w i t h  a l l  



b u t  one  t e a c h e r  non- Ind ian .  A l though  some store c l e r k s ,  

h o s p i t a l  w o r k e r s ,  a n 3  w a i t r e s s e s  a r e  I n d i a n ,  t h e s e  a r e  

Nhite S u s i n e s s e s .  A c h i l d  i s  Sound t o  m e e t  v a r i o u s  

r e a c t i a n s  f r o m  p r e j u d i c e  t o  a f f e c t i o n  i n  t h e  r u n  of h i s  

d a y ,  

H i s  w o r l d  i s  l a r g e l y  c i r c u m s c r i b e d  b y  t h e  l o c a l  

a r e a .  H e  may h a v e  r e l a t i v e s  a t  o n e  o f  t h e  o u t l y i n g  

v i l l a g e s ,  a n d  may h a v e  b e e n  f i s h i n g  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  b u t  v e r y  

f ew  young c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  e v e n  a s  f a r  a s  C o u r t e n a y ,  

much l e s s  t o  t h e  c i t i es .  The f u r t h e s t  a n y  of t h e  m o t h e r s  

h a d  b e e n  f rom A l e r t  Bay was t o  S e a t t l e .  None o f  them h a d  

b e e n  i n l a n d .  The f a t h e r  may be a  m e m b e r  of t h e  N a t i v e  

B r o t h e r h o o d  w h i c h  i s  a n  I n d i a n  a s s o c i a t i o n  a c t i n g  m a i n l y  

a s  b a r g a i n i n g  a g e n t  w i t h  t h e  F i s h e r m a n ' s  Union i n  d i s p u t e s  

w i t h  f i s h  compan ie s  and  t h e  government .  Even so, t h i s  i s  

n o t  t h e  same a s  c o n s i d e r i n g  h i m s e l f  a  " f i s h e r m a n , "  b e c a u s e  

t h e  I n d i a n  f l e e t  i s  a n  e n t i t y  a p a r t ,  t h e  same a s  t h e  

F i n n i s h  or  J a p a n e s e  f l e e t  i s  an  e n t i t y  a p a r t  w i t h  t h e  

c a t e g o r y  o f  C a n a d i a n  f i s h e r m a n .  

O t h e r  t h a n  a  few bet ter  a c c u l t u r a t e d  I n d i a n s ,  s u c h  

a s  Jimmy Sewid,  m o s t  I n d i a n s  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  

b e l o n g i n g  t o  a  ? a r t i c u l a r  t r ibe ,  a n d  a s  b e i n g  Kwakiut l - -and 

a l t h o u g h  t h e y  u s u a l l y  u s e  t h e  t e r m  " I n d i m "  i n  r e f e r r i n g  

t o  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e i r  l a n g u a g e ,  do  n o t  r e a l l y  c o n s i 2 e r  

t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be " I n d i a n s "  i n  a n y  p a n - t r i b a l  s e n s e .  Nor d o  



t h e y  c o n s i d e r  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  be B . C . ' e r s  or Canadian .  Thus 

t h e y  t h i n k  i n  t e r m s  o f  v e r y  few o f  t h e  " u n i v e r s a l s "  u s e d  

by ' ~ G h i t e s  t h a t  would  l e a d  them t o  t r a n s c e n d  t h e  l o c a l  

s o c i a l  g roup .  

T h e r e  was a  v a c a n c y  i n  t h e  bank  a t  A l e r t  Bay which  

t h e y  w e r e  h a v i n g  d i f f i c u l t y  f i l l i n g .  A M h i t e  i n f o r m a n t  

w a s  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  some o f  t h e  I n d i a n  g i r l s  migh t  n o t  h a v e  

t h e  n e c e s s a r y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  She  r e p l i e d  t h a t  some of 

them d i d  h a v e  t h e  e Z u c a t i o n ,  and  would  l i k e  a  job, b u t  t h a t  

t h e y  w e r e  too  s h y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  t e l l e r ' s  

w i c k e t .  She s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  a l s o  embarassed  t o  know 

t h e  f i n a n c i a l  s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  o t h e r  I n d i a n s  on t h e  I s l a n d .  

Thus t h e r e  a r e  c u l t u r a l  a n d  s o c i a l  b a r r i e r s  t o  e v e n  t h o s e  

a l t e r n a t i v e s  whera  e d u c a t i o n  i s  n o t  a  f a c t o r .  An i m p a r t i a l  

f i n a n c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was n o t  p a r t  o f  t r a d i t i c n a l  c u l t u r e ,  

a n d  t h e  r o l e  i n v o l v e s  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  norms s t i l l  

e x t a n t  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  The I n d i a n  i s  v e r y  o f t e n  n o t  aware  

o f  h i s  roles or t h e  meaning  o f  t h e  roles o f  h i s  non- Ind ian  

c o - a c t o r s .  I n  A l e r t  Bay s o c i a l  g r o u p s  a r e  d i v e r s e ,  u n c l e a r ,  

i n  c o n f l i c t  a n d  s e l f  n e g a t i n g .  

If w e  t a k e  I n d i a n  t o  I n d i a n  a s  t h e  b a s i c  

r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w e  c a n n o t  s a y  t h a t  I n d i a n  t o  t e a c h e r ,  I n d i a n  
. 

t o  I n d i a n  Agen t ,  I n d i s n  t o  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t ,  I n d i a n  t o  

t o u r i s t ,  or I n d i a n  t o  l o g g e r - f i s h e r m a n  a r e  o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  

t h e  same ' r u l e s '  or t h a t  t h e  I n d i a n  i s  aware of t h e  ' r u l e s '  



or their meaning. 

Many of the alternative life-styles, and 

occupations available to the vihite--even in Alert Say--are 

not present in the ex~erience of the Indian. And strong 

family ties make a rnove from the area very difficult: the 

student's loneliness on leaving predicates against his 

success in school or employment elsewhere. 

Part of the situation of children in Alert Bay is 

that they arz much more in interaction with objects--doin9 

their own experimental reality testing--and much less 

involved in the "social act" than are White children. 

Nevertheless, the dominant group imposes its standards and 

judqsments on the minority, and these judgements are usually 

pejorative. iqhat are the effects on the minority when 

-. 
these judgements arz a??lied? nhen someone "speaks English" 

and carries on a conversation with us, but perhaps acts in 

contradiction to what we assume he has said, we either 

adjudye him stupid or a liar. 

'I'he Indian has been told to play left field in our 

bal1,game. &hile he is there he is playing his 0-dn gax. 

iie may throw the ball back when it co.;;es his way, but it 

becones part of his game, nct part of ours. 'd.ihen he doesn' t 

. T 

throw it back as we expzct, we say he is a bad player, LAO 

onc would consider that, since he has been arbitrarily 

placed in left fizld, he may not be a part of our game--or 



t h a t  p e r h a p s  h e  s h o u l d  be g i v e n  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p l a y  

h i s  own game. 

I n  sunmary ,  t h e r e  i s  a c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  i n  o u r  t e r m s ,  

i n  t h e  I n d i a n  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  c h i l d r e n .  On t h e  one  h a n d  

t h e y  a r e  t r e a t e d  a s  autonomous human b e i n g s  c a p a b l e  f rom 

a v e r y  e a r l y  a g e  of making d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  own 

l i v e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t h e y  a r e  t r e a t e d  a s  t h s u q h  t h e y  

c a n n o t  s a y  a n y t h i n g  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  i n t e r e s t  t o  be i n c l u d e d  

i n  a n  a d u l t  c o n v e r s a t i o n .  A c h i 1 2  i s  f r e e  t o  r ema in  w i t h  

h i s  pee r s - - and  e x p e c t e d  t o  a c c o r d  h i s  p a r e n t s  t h e  same 

p r i v i l e g e .  H e  i s  s e l f - r e l i a n t ,  a n d  o ~ e r a t e s  i n  m o s t  of 

h i s  a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i t h i n  a p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c  k i n  ne twork .  

h e  h a v e  t a b u l a t e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  o f  I n d i a n  

m o t h e r s ,  and  t he  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e s e  m o t h e r s  i n  S e a r ' s  

s t u d y  who u s e d  t h a  same c h i l d  t r a i n i n g  p r o c e d u r e s .  T h i s  

t ab le  s u n m a r i z e s  o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  f a n i l y  l i f e ,  a n e  a l s o  

e n a b l e s  u s  t o  see t h e s e  p a t t e r n s  o f  c h i l d  r e a r i n g  i n  a  

h r o a 3 e r  p e r s p e c t i v e .  The t a b l e  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i n  many 

ways t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  I n d i a n  c h i l d r e n  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  

t h a t  o f  o n l y  a  m i n o r i t y  o f  American m o t h e r s .  :ce w i l l  

p r o c e e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  s i ~ n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h i s .  



TA3LB VI : G2 P ; ~ I ? A L  ATTITUDZ OF If<SI?Li ::lOT'EEl'.S 

WITH p ~ 7 l C ~ N T ; ; G ~ ~  07 - ~ , ' ' , ~ , ~ I C , $ ~ J  I\li)T;fiE,2S CON,'U;il<IllG ------ 

- Not breast fe3 
- Schedule: Generally denand 

feeding, some attempt to 
schedule 

- None or few problems with 
chi13 eating 

- Relatively to highly responsive 
to infant's crying 1) 1556 

- No objection to parents going 
out 

- Few r~strictions on child's 
mobility 

- Practically never checks on 
whereabouts of child 

- Few r~strictions on care of 
hous2 and furnishings 

- A few requirements for neatness, 
orderliness, cleanliness 1) 2% 

- Several regular chores around 
house 

- No restrictions on T.V. 
- Not particularly strict about 
bedtime 

- A few restrictions on noise 
- Lxpects some obedience but 
will speak several times 



TABLE VI (con.) 

TLCHNIJUES OF TRAINING 

- Frequently uses tangible 
rewards 

- Mother seldom uses praise 
- Seldom or never spanks child 
- Much use of isolation--sending 
child to bedroom most often 
reported means of control 

- Seldom uses positive models 
- Seldom uses negative models 
- Rare use of reasoning 
- Practically every day makes threats 
and does not carry through 

SEX-ROLE TKAIdIKG 

- Low sex-role differentiation at this 
age 5% 

* Where Indian mothers fall between two of 
Sear's categories, percentages for both 
are given. 



NOTES 

1 John Whi t ing ,  e t  a l , ,  F i e l d  Manual for the 
C r o s s - C u l t u r a l  S tudy  o f  C h i l d  Rea r inq ,  (New York: S o c i a l  
Sc i ence  Xesearch Counc i l ,  1953 ) .  

2 I b i d , ,  p. 6. 

3 Ronald Rohner,  The People  of G i l f o r d ,  ( ~ t t a w a :  
N a t i o n a l  Museum, B u l l e t i n  #225, 19671, pp. 66-67. 

4 James Sp rad l ey ,  e d , ,  Gues t s  Never Leave Hunqry, 
( ~ e w  York: Ya le  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  p. 26, 

5 I b i d . ,  p. 112. 

6 Ronald Kohner, 00. c i t . ,  p. 63. 

7 I b i d . ,  p, 123. 

8 Rober t  R ,  S e a r s ,  e t  a l . ,  P a t t e r n s  of C h i l d  
Rea r inq ,  ( N e w  York: Harper  and Xow, 1 9 5 7 ) ~  pa s s in .  



D I S Z U S S I O N  AND CONCLUSIONS 

I n  t r a d i t i o n a l  t imes,  from what we can l e a r n  from 

t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  memhers of t h e  Kwakiutl numap s c t e d  

Cooperat ively t c  prcvi2e  subs i s t ence  for  a l l  members, and 

t o  ensvre the p r e s t i g e  of t h e i r  numaym a g a i n s t  o t h e r  

nunayms. The cowmner gave p a r t  of h i s  pro3ucs t o  h i s  

c h i e f ,  who used t h i s  t o  feed  the  group i n  t imes of s c a r c i t y ,  

and  t c  d i s t r i b u t e  t o  members of o t h z r  numayms i n  t h e  

v a l i d a t i c n  oE nancs, c r e s t s ,  and p re roga t ives  which were 

nurayxi proper ty ,  h e l d  a t  any one ",.me by an i n d i v i z u a l  of 

t h e  ntiniaj.?r:, '!!hen a chief gave a  po t l ach ,  members of h i s  

nuiriayrr, were a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  p r e ? a r a t i o ~ s  an2 t h e  

lnany ciuties i n - ~ o l v e d  i n  h o s t i n 7  2 l a r g e  f e a s t .  Their 

behavior w a s  s c r u t i n i z c 8  by t h e i r  o:in nilmaym mates and by 

menbe)-s of o thor  groups a s  it r e f l e c t e d  on t h e  man g iv ing  

t h e  potlach. %us, a s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  members c f  a p a r t i c u l a r  

group t h e i r  behavicr was control l -ed by t h e  norms and 

e x p ~ c t a t i o n s  of t h i s  group. The totem w a s  a symbol 

r ep resen t ing  t h i s  grou?, ac t h e   sitio ion holZer w a s  a 

r e 2 r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  grcup vis-a-vis  o t h e r  s i m i l a r  grours .  

Tne inAiviclua1 w a s  a  p a r t  of a  csherent  s o c i a l  system which 

I > gave hi:n h i s  i d l n t i t y .  Ine c h i e f s  y~ine : !  t h s i r  i d e n t i t y  

throu?h c o ~ p e t i t i o n  ou t s id2  t h e  numalm, and t h e  comrnoaers 

gained t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  thrcugh cooperat ion wi th in  t h e  numayn. 



We have delineated four Indian social groups in 

Alert i3ay on two dimensions: Indian-Xhite, and Middle 

Class-Lower Class, A third factor involves cornretition, 

or individuzl crizntation; and cooperation, or group 

orientaticn. Those persons who compte do so outside their 

kin group, and obtain prestiqe in relation to outsiders. 

Those persons who cocperate do so within their kin qroup 

and obtain prestige in relaticn to kin. This can be 

tabulated as follows: 

TAE3LZ VII, ---- 
DIMENSIGMS O F  LIFE  STYLES --- 

MidZle Class Lower Class 

INDIAN 
Ccnptition Cooporation 
Outside tiithiri 
Kin Group Kin Group 

Conpetition Cooperation 
Outside iiithin 
Kin Group Kin Group 

Although we have fornulzted these categories as distinct 

entities, it must be realized, for exam>le, that no one 

can operate solely on Indian values or by an In5ian life 

style in Alert Say. As was mentianed regarzing Jimriy Sewid, 

ti12 Indian has to take into account White evaluations of 



hinisalf and h i s  c u l t u r e ,  Secmdly,  those  middle-class 

l n d i s n s  whcse o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  t o  Lh i t e  val-ues and a t t i t u d e s ,  

although they may ignore and be i g n ~ r e d  by t h e i r  In2ian 

r e l a t i v e s ,  a re  a51e t o  succeed a s  "1,ihite Indisns"  s n l y  

- - 
i n s o f a r  a s  they  a r e  acccpted a s  equals  Sy ;ghites--which, 

as  w e  have dcmcnatrated e a r l i e r - - i s  not n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  

case i n  Ale r t  Bay or else:ghere, Per.scns w h o  a r e  t r e a t e d  a s  

"rcore ec;u-111" becau-se they  a r e  Indian are  experiencing 

p re jud ice  a s  s u r e l y  a s  those whc a r e  sub jec te?  t o  i t s  

n e ~ a t i v e  form. Thirdly,  those persons of lo~,h?er-class l i f e  

s t y l e  v~hc  a r e  o r i e n t e d  t o  Indian values  a r e  n o  lcnqer  

- 
activz p r t i c i p a n t s  i n  In?ian c u l t u r a l  activities. They z r e  

thus  not p a r t  of the  s c c i z l  system of Indian lea: :~ers ,  and 

a r e  not a3 le  t o  f u l l y  i c z n t i f y  y i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s .  

F ~ u r t h l y ,  thcse  Indi3ns who a r e  p a r t  of lcvcr - -e lass  Xhite 

c u l t u r e  a ra  not accz2ted hy t h e  ~ t h e r  t h r e e  q r m p s  of 

-. 
Indians  c.r midc?lz-class ~ h i t e s ,  and a r e  not accepted 

e n t i r e l y  by lover -c las s  ' l ' lhites,  w?o,  n2r t l .y  because of the  

d i sp ropor t iona te  number of lc:%;er-class kihite rnzles i n  t h e  

a r e a ,  tend t o  be e x p l c i t z t i v e  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  with 

lower-class  InZizns.  

%,:s 33 ,2roup can i d e n t i f y  coxplf . te ly with Indian 

1 ! 7 .  v a i u e s ,  a.lthr?uqh t h e  r l sh ing  A r i s t o c r a t s ' '  are a b l e  t o  

d e r i v s  a p a r t  of t h e i r  . id$nt i ty  through t r 3 d i t i o ~ a l  behavior. 

And no  7roup can i d e n t i f y  completely w i t h  Khite  va lues ,  



although nnmbers of "Indian ~ i d d l e - C l a s s "  a r e  b e t t e r  a b l e  

t o  de r ive  a  l a r g e  p a r t  of t h e i r  i d e n t i t y  from mi,.3dle-class 

Fihite vaiues.  Jirnmy Sewid, a s  has  been mentioned e a r l i e r ,  

hzs  a r r i v e d  a t  a b i c u l t u r a l  adap ta t ion ,  mcre than any o ther  

ind iv i3ua l .  A s  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  l eader ,  he i s  a c t i v e  and 

s-dccessful i n  t h a t  r o l e ,  al though he i s  c r i t i c i z e d  by more 

conservat ive  I n d i a n s  a s  beirig t c o  modern. I!c i s  a l s o  

- - 
a c t i v e  an5 success fu l  a s  a  p a r t i c i p a n t  i n  .dhite 

middle-class  e n t r e r r e n e u r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  mcs on a n  

I*,,-J~ an-;.*%-: . . , l ~ t z  ccntinuum, he wculd be c l o s e  t o  both ends fif 

t h e  s c a l e ,  and thus  cannot be n e a t l y  ca teqor ized  on our 

t a b l e .  

To t a k e  t h n  a n a l y s i s  +o  znother l e v e l  I n  o rder  tn 

makc use of t h z s e  c a t e q o r i e s  f o r  an examinaticn of i s e n t i t y ,  

it i? necessary t o  l cok  a t  t h e  reference  group ~f members 

of each of t h e  fcmr ca tegor ies .  The Fishing  A r i s t o c r a t s  

o r i e n t  t h c i r  bshavior l a r g e l y  t o  nernbers of t h e i r  own aroup, 

altl-~cuqh t h e i r  ? r~>s i - iqe  i s  enhanred by m a t e r i a l  success  i n  

t h e  f i s h i n ?  i n 2 u s t r y ,  and t o  somz ex ten t  through 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  g ~ a k i u t l  ir, Indian-1;hite a c t i v i t i e s ,  

and pan-Indizn o rgan iza t ions  such a s  t h e  Native Brotherhood. 

&cause hiyh sttanding within the  Fishing Ar is tocracy  i s  

unc!oubtedly a  prereq11isit.e t o  h~coming chief  or  c o u n c i l l c r ,  

and t o  becoming a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t h e  Native Brotherhood, 

e t c . ,  i t  i s  open t o  scecu la t ion  a s  t o  whether these  



p o s i t i o n s  e n h a n c e  s t a t u s ,  or r e s u l t  f r o m  s t a t u s  w i t h i n  t h e  

g r m p .  

The I n d i a n  m i d d l z - c l a s s  o~ i e n t s  i t s  b e h a v i o r  a n d  

d e r i v e s  i t s  v a l u e s  l a r g e l y  f r o m  t h e  7 ; h i t e  m i d d l e - c l a s s  w i t h  

w h ~ m  t h c y  a r t s  i n  i n t e r a c t i c n .  They mzy d e r i v e  ex t ra  s t a t u s  

t h r o u q h  h e i n g  a b l e  t o  p r o c u r e  I n d i a n  a r t i f a c t s  w h i c h  are 

v a l u e d  a s  h c u s e h o l d  d e c o r 3 t i c n  i n  t h e  m i d d l e - c l a s s ,  a n d  i n  

s o w  c a s e s  are  t r e a t e d  as  "more e q u a l "  b e c a u s e  of t h z i r  

I n d i a n  s t a t u s ,  S u t  t h e i r  r e f e r e n c e  g r o u p  i s  g e n e r a l l y  

Vihi te .  

The X c s p e c t a b l e  ' ; o r k i n g  I n d i a z s  h a v e  a s  t h e i r  

r e f e r e n c e  g r o u p  t h e i r  i m n e d i a t e  k i n  g r o u p .  They d~ n o t  

l o o k  f o r  s t a t u s  t o  e i t h e r  t h e  ' . i?7ite or m j d q d l a - c l a s s  I n 4 F s n  

grcups, a l t h s u y h  t h e i r  v a l u e s  a r e  more  t r a d i t i o n a l  I n d i s n .  

';?ley a r e  n o t  able t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  P o t l a c h  s t s t u s  

s c h e m e ,  a n d  t h e r e f c r e  h a v e  a n a r r s w  r e f e r e n c e  g r o u p  b a s e d  

o n  f a c e - t o - f a c e  i n t e r a c t i o n  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n .  They a r e  t h u s  

n o t  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e c ?  by pan- Ind i?n i s r r ;  o r  by t h e  v a l u e s  

i m p a r t e 2  by t h 2  s c h c m l .  

'I'hn Ei 'ay~,-~ire I n d i a n s  h a v e  a  g e n e r a l  r e f e r e n c e  g r o u p  

c o n s i s t i n g  of  d  or ?;hi tz  t r a s h "  a n d  1c:k;er-class I n d i a n s .  

meir b e h a v i o r  p a t t e r n s  a r e  s h a r e d  by t h e  i n h 3 b i t a n t s  of 

a n y  N o r t h  2!Ancrican s k i d  rcw. Weither :,,:bite m i d d l e - c l a s s  o r  

I n d i a n  v a l s f e s  have much e f f e c t  o n  t h e i r  b e h a v i o r .  

rn 
L O  e x a m i n e  t h e s e  g r o u r s  i n  t h z  l i ~ h t  of o u r  



knowledcjz o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e s ,  a s  t h e y  a f f e c t  i d e n t i t y ,  a r e  e n o r m o u s .  

The numa7yn, o n c e  t h e  f x u s  o f  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y ,  i s  n o  l o n s e r  

a v i a b l e  s o c i a l  u n i t ,  The l e a d e r s  c a r r y  c n  t h e i r  3wn 

a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h c u t  t h e  s u p ~ c r t  of numaym mern>ers, a n d  t h e  

mer~bers h a v e ,  i n  e f r x t ,  l o s t  t h e  133ders of t h n i r  (:roup 

a n d  Lost t h e i r  i n v o l v u n e n t  w i t h  in te r -numaym s t a t u s ,  a n d  

h%vz t h u s  l ~ s t  t h s i r  r a t i o n a l e  for s t r i - ~ i n g - - a s  t h e y  are  

nu l o n y e r  p a r t  of a r t a t u s  s y s t e m ,  The l e a d e r s ,  a n 5  t h u s  

t h e  colnrn311ers, m u s t  f i n d  s t s t u s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  own cgroup. 

I n  the i r  3 e l i n s a t i a n  of s o c i a l  c a t e g o r i e s  a ~ z ~ n g  

t h z  Menomini., t h e  E 2 i n d l e r s  i 2 e ~ t i f y  t h e  I n d i 3 n s  o n  a 

concirluum from t h e  l e a s t  acc~lturate3 X a t i v e  O r i e n t e d  who 

havt? fcv m a t e r i a l  p a s c s s i o n s ,  to t h s  ! , l i d d i e - C l a s s  

k z c u l t u r a t e d  Trou?  w h o  a re  i n  most r e s ~ e c t s  c o n v e n t i c n a l  

* - m i d 8 l e - z 1 a . z ~  A r c s r i c a n s ,  :ve h a v e  3ermne t r - a t e d  t h a t  t h o s e  

p e r s o n s  who are  w e a l t h i b 2 s t  a r e  t h e  smie ~sc;31e wh3 ar-? crcst 

i n v o l v e d  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  fcrms,  a n d  t h e s e  who are p o o r e s t  

are l e a s t  i n v o l v e d  i n  t r a d i t i c n a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  A l t h o u g h  

r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  d i s c r e p n c y  a r e  o p e n  t o  s p e c u l a t j . c n ,  i t  i s  

?ossible t h a t  t h e  l e n g t h  of t i m e  i n  a n  a c x l t u r a t i v e  

s i t u a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  more c r o n c u n c e d  s t a t u s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i n  

t r a 3 i t i z n a l  i < ~ ~ a ; : i ~ . l t l  c u l t u r e  w o u l d  be f r u i t f u l  l i n ~ s  fo r  

f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i c n .  

I n  an e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h ?  I n 2 i a n  uo~nrnun i ty  i n  A l e r t  



Bay i n  t h e  1 . i q h t  oC t?le d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " ~ o c j . e t y "  c i t e d  

a b c v e ,  i t  i n  e v i d e n t ,  ( a )  t h a t  a s  a  g r o u p ,  ( w i t h s u t  t h e  

I n d i a n  A f f 3 i r s  D e p a r t m e n t ,  a n d  r e l i a n c e  o n  i n d u s t r i a l  

p r o d u c t s )  t h e  I n d i ? n s  do n o t  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  r e l a t i c n s h i ?  

t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  s u r v i v a l ;  t h e y  are able t o  

p r o v i d e  f o r  s e x u a l  r e c r u i t m e n t ;  (b)  ro le  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  a n d  

r o l e  a s s i c p m s n t  are  no l o n c p r  p r o v i d e 3  f o r  arnoncj t h e  

I n c l i ~ n s  the rnse l  v e s ;  (c) c o m r u n i c a % i c n  amonq c l i f f e r e n t  

sectors C' t k i e  p o p u l a t i o n  i s  S i f f i c u l t ;  ( d )  t h e r e  i s  n o  

shared c o q n i t i v e  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a s  both I n d i a n  and  X h i t e  

o r i - e n t a t i g n s  ar? ex tan t  i n  the ~ o g u l a t i o n :  ( e )  there i s  n o  

s h a r e d ,  a r t i c u l a t e d  set  cf g o a l s ,  a s  has S e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  

I \ a S o v e ;  t f )  m s i i n s  fcr a c i ~ i c v i n g  goals l i e  outside of t h e  

c o n t r o l  cf the I n d i a n  p e o ~ l e :  (CJ) a f f e c t i v e  e x i 3 r e s s i o n  i s  

r e q u l a t e d  by b o t h  5 h i t e  a n d  I n d i a n  n.3rms; (h) s o c i a l i z a t i m  

i s  s h a r e d  with N h i t e  s c h o o l s ;  ( i )  the e f f e c t i v e  c s n t r r o l  o f  

d i s r u p t i v e  f o r n s  of b e h a v i o r  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  a s  s h a r e d  

norms  a n d  vall .>es ara l 2 c k . i n g 1  an(?  e x t e r n a l  c o n t r o l s  are 

a d m i n i s t e r e d  Sy a g e n t s  e x t e r n a l  t o  t h e  I n d i a n  p o p u l 3 . t i o n .  

pie  c a n  a c c c ~ t  , w i t h  Dunning ,  t h a t  L e i ~ h t o n  ' s 

C o l l e c t i c l n  i s  a c o n c e p t  more a ~ p r s p r i a t e  t o  t h e  A l e r t  Bay 

s i t u ~ i t i o n ,  a n d  "C1:ildren ? m r n  i n  a C o l l s c t i o n  w o u l d  n 3 t  h a v e  

a s o c i a - c u l t u u r z l  eilvlrz.nrr,eiit  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  c o u X  d e v e l o p  

b a s i c  u r g e s ,  u n c c n s c i o u o  p r o c e s s e s ,  c o g n i t i o n ,  a n d  a f f e c t  

i n t o  c o h c r c n t  s e t s  o f  s e m t i i w n t s ,  2 n d  h , c n c e  t h e r e  w o u l d  be 





Valued an2 lcved without 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  

Indian--Fishing 
A r i s t o c r a t s  p o s i t i v e  
eva lua t ion  Other t h r e e  
grou~s--1n3ianess  not 
im;ortant 

Lzaders  d i f f e r e n t  from 
comrnmers 

Able t o  t ake  c a r e  of 
myself 

SCHOOL 

Value2 f o r  perf  orrnance 

P e j o r a t i v e  connotation 
fcr InCian 

No recogni t ion  of 
statue on t r ; ? .d i t i cna l  
l i n e s  

These different-s a s  t a h u l s t e d  maks  it very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  

t h z  c h i l d  t o  get an idea  of himself a s  an a c t o r .  

Child r e a r i n g  p r ~ c t i c e s  ~ c n e r a l l y  tended t o  w h a t  

Broom an,i Sclznizk c a l l e d  " R e ~ r 2 s s i v e  S o c i a l i z a t i o n , "  

P a r e n t s  a re  mora l i k e l y  t o  aunish wrong than t o  reward rood 

behavior ,  an3 o f t c n  u s e  n a t e r i a l  reuards  and punishncnts.  

A c o n t r a d i c t i o n  spyears f o r  t h o  t h i r d  i t e x ,  a s  t h e  autonomy 



of t h e  a h j l d ,  t h a t  i s ,  h i s  r i g h t  t o  explore  t h e  world, 

i s  very prevalent  i n  Indian homes. General ly  conmunication 

i s  non-verbal, and a s  conmand. The c h i l d  l e a r n s  t o  

d i sce rn  h i s  p a r e n t s '  wishes. ;\.hen marriage r o l e s  a r e  

cox!~lementary,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  comnunication i n  t h e  f a ~ i l y ,  

and soc ia l i za t i . on  involves l ea rn ing  t rac2i t ional  r o l e s  

from t h e  models a t  hand, then t h e  family members remain 

" s i g n i f i c a n t  o the r s .  " I n  a s i t u a t i o n  where understanding 

means-end re l3 t ions l l ips ,  reac5ing consensus Sy d i scuss ion ,  

and expressing concepts i n  s o c i e t a l  r a t h e r  than ind iv idua l  

terrns, t h e  c h i l d  I ~ a r r ~ s  t h e  pl-3.ce of h i n s e l f  and h i s  

fami ly  i n  a  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  and l e a r n s  t h e  r u l e s  

by whir;-, t h i s  scc i . a l  s t r u c t u r r  e p r a t E s :  he can theri Se 

s a i d  t o  see h i s  family a s  "general iz2d o ther ."  The Indian 

f a n i l y  r ~ m a i n s  t h e  " s i g n i f i c a n t  o t3er .  " 

PJe have discussed t h e  l imi ted  use of language i n  

most Kwakiutl homes, and xus t  assune, with Xead, t h a t  

l i m i t a t i o n  of s i g n i f i c a n t  symbols coinciZes with 

l i n i t a t i c n  i n  t h e  deve l~sment  of mind and s z l f .  Those 

c h i l d r e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f ron  f a m i l i e s  where self-image and 

self-esteem a r i s e s  frcm t h e  k i n  group, a r e  members of a 

s m ~ l l  s o c i a l  group. Their f a n i l y  may be a  " s i g n i f i c a n t  

o t h e r , "  Sut  t h e r e  i s  no coherence between e i t h e r  t h e  

mc3els presented ,  o r  t h e  expectaticms, and no " s c c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e "  taught  t h e  chiI.3 t h 6 t  would enable  him t o  see  



both  family and school a s  p a r t  of 3 meaninqful whole. H e  

does not see himself a s  being i n  t h e  s e r v j c e  of a 

meaningful o the r  l a r g e r  than t h e  kin group. 

I n s o f a r  a s  a person does not value t h e  opinion of 

those  persons who a r e  not p a r t  of h i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  o t h e r ,  

p e j o r a t i v e  eva lua t ions  of h i s  kehavior h a v e  l i t t l e  e f f e c t  

on h i s  self-concept .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  froi-c m r  da ta ,  only 

t h e  mother who valued t h e  opinion of ; ih i tes  was aware cf 

d i sc r imina t ion  i n  h l z r t  say. With Rose, " t h e  p e r s o n ' s  

s e l f - a t t i t u d ~ s  a rc  a  c l o s e  r e f l e c t i c n  of what he t h i n k s  

o t h e r s  chink cf him," but they  are  a l s o  d e p e ~ ~ d e n t  on 

whether o r  not t h e  e t h e r s  a r e  impartant e n o u ~ h  f o r  t h e i r  

opin ions  t o  be c~ris ider-ed.  

Ilo.c.rever, i n  making t h i s  statement we ~ u s t  be aware 

of  t h e  l a t e n t  h o s t i l i t y  a n 2  consequent f e a r  of sorcery  

rnantionsd hy Ford a s  e x i s t i n g  both t r a c ? i t i o n a l l y  and 

contemporarily.  Kho 4oes t h e  Indian see a s  being 

poss ib ly  h o s t i l e ,  and who does hc see as  a r e fe renze  

group? Is t h e r e  another  ca teqory  cf persons o u t s i d e  t h i s  

system t h a t  he sees a s  being u n i m ~ o r t a n t  i n  h i s  

self-ev;lui=ition and yz t  not p o t e n t i a l l y  aqgressive? It i s  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  tile Indian sees  t he  pre judiced  Khite  a s  

p o t e n t i a l l y  h o s t i l e ,  but not as irnpnrtant t o  h i s  s e l f - i r n a ~ e .  

Further  study on t h i s  ques t ion  would be necessary.  

I f ,  a s  Foote s t a t e s ,  it i.s necessary f o r  us t o  



accept  a r o l e  a s  c u r  own Sefore  we can p l a y  i t  with f o r c e  

or  motivat ion,  then F i s h e r ' s  statement t h a t  t o  bc a good 

Indian,  t h e  c h i l d  m u s t  be a  5ad s tudent  i s  a ~ p o s i t e  t o  a  

d iscuss ion  o r  i d e n t i t y  and school performance. 

de have s z i d  t h a t  t h e  s e l f  developed by an Indian 

c h i 1 5  i n  A l e r t  aay must be l i m i t e d  and d e f i c i e n t  i n  

m e a n i n g f ~ l  g e s t u r e s ,  This i s  not t o  say,  h c w ~ v e r ,  t h a t  

t h e  s e l f  does n o t  devslop. The z h i l d ,  a s  we have seen, i s  

more i n  i n t e r a c t i o n  with o b j e c t s  chan wi th  persons,  and 

t h e  s e l f  Gevelops with ar, a b i l i t y  t o  m ~ n i p l a t c  t h e s e  

o b j e c t s ,  al thouqh t h e  c h i l d  m a y  not he abl2  t o  communicate 

t o  o t h e r s  about h i s  a c t i v i t y .  

I n  conclusion,  w e  have presented eviclence t o  show 

t h a t  t h e  concept of s e l f  developed by t h e  Indian c h i l d  i s  

i n  c o n f l i c t  a t  t h e  point  of t r a n s i t i o n  from home t o  school;  

t h a t  s i g n i f i c a n t  o t h e r s  provided a s  models wi th in  t h e  

family a r e  ir! c o n f l i c t  x i t h  those  models generated i n  the 

schcols  i n  a v a r i e t y  of a spec t s ;  and t h a t  t h e  f u l l  

d e v e l c p e n t  of mind and se l f  i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  not  

imnossible-.-for most chilclren--in the A l e r t  Bay s i t u a t i o n .  
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C h i l d ' s  na5)e a n d  S i r t h  d a t e .  

P a r e n t s '  names.  

O t h e r  c h i l 2 r e n  i n  fani1 .y .  

~ a ' r e n t s '  o c c u - a t i o n ( s ) .  

A ; ? ~ r m t i n ? , t c  a n n u a l  income.  

D c r a t i o n  of work a n d  non-vork p r i o d s .  

C o n d i t i o n  of harne, c a r ,  h o c s e k e e ~ i n y  s t a n d a r d s ,  e tc .  

P r e v i o u s  ~ ~ a r r i a q e s ,  s tep-zh i12ren, c'nj lsren n o t  i n  

home, etc .  

R e l a t i v e s ,  c c u s i n s  i n  class, etc .  

A s s o c i a t i o n s ,  f r i e n d s ,  a c t i v i t i e s ,  etc. 

C h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n .  

L t h n i c  o r i y i n .  

1. liow l m ~  i n  Alert Bay, w h e r e  b e f o r e ,  etc.? 

2. T r a v e l   fro^ A l e r t  9ay.  

3. : ' ; l~ere wcre y c u  l i v i r t q  when X w a s  S o r n ?  

4.  :;he h c l ~ e c ?  y o u  t a k e  c a r e  o f  h i m ?  D i f f e r e n t  w i t h  

f i r s t  c k i l d ?  



5, ?;hen X w a s  a baby, 4 i 3  you f e e l  you shculd  let hirr 

c r y  a t  t i n ~ z s ,  o r  d i d  you feel you shculc? pick him 

u p  eve ry  tire he c r i e d ?  

6 .  D o  you t h i n k  b a b i e s  a r e  fun t o  t a k e  c a r e  cf when they  

a r e  r e a l l y  sma l l ,  o r  dc you t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  more 

i n t e r e s t i n g  when t h e y  ars a l i t t l e  o l d e r ?  

7 .  No:.; wculd you tell ice scmething about how t h e  f eed ing  

went when X w a s  a haby? Did you feed hin by a 

s chezu le ,  3r when he was hungry? Di f f9 ren t  with o t h e r  

chiic; ' ren? 

o r  e a t i n 9  t!le k i n d s  of  food he neet!:? ::hat do  you 

Does he have t c  s i t  u p  wi th  t h e  f a n i l y ?  H o w  abcut  

i n t e r r u p t i n g  a 3 u l t  ccnve r sa t ion ,  i s  t h a t  al lowed? 

10. Ghat c'o you 40 about i t  i f  he 1 3 ~ 2 s  S C ~ E  of t h e  t h i n ~ s  

you d o n ' t  2llo:\r3 

11. NOT$;, what r:o you expec t  of X as  f a r  as nca tnecs  i s  

concerned? 

1 7 .  :;ha.t k ind of  r u l e s  20 y ~ u  have for  X? 

LeZt ime 
no ise  i n  the hciuse 
T;V= 
how f a r  iz hz 

a1lo::cd t o  yo 
by himself  ? 

any o t h c r  r u l e s ?  



1 3 .  D o  y c u  t h i n k  a c h i l d  of X ' s  zqe s h z u l 3  be q i v e n  a n y  

r e ~ u l a r  jobs t o  d o  a r o u n z  t h e  h o u c e ?  D x s  X have 

a n y  r e g u l a r  j o b s ?  

14. How much 3c you  h a v s  t o  get a f t e r  X t o  g e t  him t o  d o  

t h e  t h i n ~ s  h e  i s  sunrose? t o  c?o? 

15 .  Sonc p a r e n t s  e x p e c t  t h e i r  c h i l c ? r c n  t o  obey i r m e d i a t e l y  

whzn t h e y  t e l l  the-ri t o  hn q u i . e t  or p i c k  s o r n e t h i n c ~  up.  

O t h e r s  d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  i s  t e r r i b l y  i a ~ o r t a n t  f o r  a 

c h i l d  t o  jump u-, a n d  o b e y  r i g h t  a>:ay. How c?o ycu  

f e ~ l  a ' m u t  t%is?  

1 6 .  D o  y c ~ :  keep t r a c l :  05 e x a c t l y  where X i s  anc? what h e  i s  

do in r ,  mcst of t h e  t i x c ,  or  can  y o u  l e t  h i . m  v a t e ' h  o u t  

C -or hi i r ; se lL  q u i t e  a 'sit;? 

17. HCYX dces X 5 e n e r a l l y  r e a c t .  when  you go c u t  a n d  l eave  

h i m  w i t h  someone e l s e ?  :rho u s u a l l y  babysits for you? 

1 9 .  Do y c u  t h i n k  a  c h i 1 5  s h c x l d  Se shcr.in a n d  t o l d  e x s c t l y  

\ how t c  do s o x e t h i n ~  new, o r  do  y o u  t h i n k  i t ' s  b e t t e r  

if h e  does it by h i n s e l f  or Even if h e  makes m i s t a k e s ?  

1 9 .  k ih ich  way d o  you  t h i n k  a c h i l d  l e a r n s  S e t t e r ?  

20.  Have you e v e r  f e l t  t h a t  >: is g r o ~ r i n q  u p  t c o  f a s t  i n  

a n y  way?  Em d i d  y o u  f e e l  when h e  s t a r t e ?  t o  s c h o o l ?  

21. D i d  X qo t c  n b r s e r y  s c h c o l  a n ?  k i n ? e r g a r t e n ?  D i d  

h e  lit,? q o i n q ?  Do y o u  t h i n k  i t  h e l ~ e d  hirn when 

h e  s t a r t e d  g r a d e  o n e ?  

22.  3 e f c r c  X s t a r t e d  s c h o o l  did y o u  t e a c h  h i m  a n y t h i n g  



l i k e  reading o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

How important do you t h i n k  it i s  f o r  X t o  do we l l  

i n  school? 

Hod f a r  b~ould you l i k e  him t o  90 ir. schocl?  

Xhat do you t h i n k  X w i l l  do when he grows up? 

What 30 you th ink  a r e  t h e  gocd and bad aspec t s  of t h e  

schocl i n  A l e r t  Bay? 

% h a t  changes woul2 you l i k e  t o  see  i n  t h e  schocl  c r  

t h e  t e a c h e r s  o r  t h e  way the  szhool i s  run? 

30 ycu th ink  t h e r e  i s  any d i f fe rence  between t h e  way 

boys and 9 i r l s  X's age shculd a c t ?  Is t h e r e  xuch 

d i f fe rence  i n  t h e  way you woulz b r inq  u p  a boy and a 

g i r l ?  

I n  your family,  do t h e  o ldz r  c h i l e r e n  h e l p  t h e  

\ 
younger onss? Flc~.,? do X and h i s  b r o t h e r s  and s i s t e r s  

s e t  along rjenerzlly? That do you 20 when t h ~ y  f i q h t ?  

How do you l e t  X know when ycu a r c  pleased with h i s  

behavior? D o  you have any w a y  of rexarding h jn?  

Do you have any :qay he can earn mopey? 

I n  t r a i n i n q  X,  dc ycu ever  say: "Ycur  Qad2y rind Xoa 

do it t h i s  way."? 

X-IO e l s e  might you hold up  a s  an example? 

Is t h e r e  anyone you wcc ld  l i k e  X t o  be l i k e  b:hen 

he grows up? 

D o  you ever  mention anyone a s  an exam1;le of w h a t  not 



t o  do? 

36. I f  you were scold ing  X r i g h t  now, what might you say 

t o  him? Do you ever  warn him of what ycu might do 

i f  he d o e s n ' t  behave? D o  you ever warn him, f o r  

example, t h a t  he might h u r t  himself or t h e  bogeyman 

might g e t  him? 

37. Now, about X and h i s  f a t h e r :  what k i n d s  of t h i n g s  

do they  do toge the r?  How do they  g e t  along toqetherd 

Does you husband do m u ~ h  i n  t ak ing  ca re  of t h e  

Children? 

3 8 .  Do you and your husband genera l ly  agree o n  how the 

c h i l d r e n  should be t r e a t e d ?  Which one of you makes 

most of t h e  dec i s ions  about thc c h i l z r e n l  

39. 30 y ~ u  th ink  % t a k e s  a f t e r  you o r  h i s  f a c h e r  more? 

Does he i ~ ~ i t a t e  17or~r ~_neech o r  anyth in3  l i k e  that? 

40. How rn~tch a l i k e  are  you and your h u s b a r ? d  i n  t he  w a y  

you lo9k a t  t h i n c ~ s ?  90 e i t h e r  of you ever nlcntion: 

"*;hen I vas yourlc,r, my parents 2 id  it l i k e  t l l ie . "?  

41. I n  what wal7.: wc?uld yo11 l i k e  X t o  be likc you ox your 

hvc;?2and a n d  i n  what '.k7a;7" d i f f e r ~ n t ?  

4 2 .  idow l o ~ k i n g  back t o  yolJr own childhood--how would you 

compare t h e  way you were r a i ~ e d  t o  the way you a r e  

r a i s i n g  your chj.idren? How do you feel dbo~i: these 

chanqes? 

43. Now I ' d  l i k e  t o  t a l k  more ~ e n e r a l l y  about l i v i n g  i n  



A l e r t  Gay. Have you eve r  ti:nl-l.jht of moving from 

A l e r t  Say? 

-. 44.  hhy would you s t a y  i n  A l e r t  Cay? Nhat i s ' t h e r e  here 

f o r  your chil.d&n that ycu l i k e ?  

45.  Q a t  !.-.in2 of  t h i n g s  2oes S do a f t e r  schcol?  D o e s  he 

belong t o  any c l u S s  or church grcuTs o r  anyth ing?  

46. .;;ho a r e  h i s  ; 7 i ~ p a t z s ?  D o n s  he  eve r  say: "1';y f r i e n ? s  

c a n  do t h i s . " ?  

48. ' i-?~at k i n d  of a c t i v i t i e s  do yo11 and your hushnc?  20 

he re?  

4 9 . 1; . , i c l L  L -. '- k i n d  of chst-iges w o u l d  you l i k e  t c  see i n  A i e r i :  

Bay? 

50.  How o f t e n  do you t h i n k  Ind ian  pec~le e x p r i e n c e  

d i s c r i n i n a t i o n  i n  A l e r t  Eay? 

at s t o r e s  
p c l  i ce  
S C ~ Z G ~  

51. Lhat  a3out a chi-15's  X's age? i.l0-+.7 o f t e n  do you t h i n k  

h z  c:ci:zziences d i s c r i z i n a t i c n ?  Have ycu  ever  hea rd  

the  term ' f i s h n e t  c u r t a i n ? '  '.;hat 2oes it mean t o  

you ant? yocr  family? 




