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ABSlHACT 

This t h e s i s  examines t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e a t  a n d  grcwth of the 

Xingdom of S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  a n d  t h e  ~ a r Z  p l a y e d  by d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  

o f  e l i t e  i n  i t s  e v o l u t i o n ,  T h e  e l i t e  h a s  a l s o  been i n  the center  

of t h e  p e a  l r a r  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of S a u d i  A r a k i a ,  T h e  

coacep-tuaf backgrounds of t h e  terms " e l i t e H  and  " ~ o l i t i c a - l  

d e v e l o p m e n t N  a re  r e v i e w e d ,  a n d  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  r e l e v a n c e  a n d  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  ia t h e  c o n t e x t s  of Islam a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  T h i r d  

R o r l d  a re  c o n s i d e r e d ,  a s  are t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  

to  S a u d i  A r a b i a .  

The i ~ p o r t a n c e  or Islam a s  both r e l i g i o u s  a n d  s o c i a l  

i d e o l o g y  is d i s c u s s e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  i r p o r t a n c e  of  i t s  p o s i t i o r  

w i t h i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  cf t h e  A+abs ,  P a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  h a s  beer1 

p a i d  t o  t h e  p o f i l i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  r e v i v a l  

of Islam c o r m o n l y  referred t o  as t h e  Wahhab i  mcvemect, BraSic 

society w i t h i n  t h e  R r a k i a n  P e n i n s u l a ,  t h e  p r e - e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n  

s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  n a t i o n  Ftuifdirng F r o c e s s ,  is d e s c r i b e d  and 

s p e c i f i c  a t t r i b u t e s  of i t s  culture and o r g a n i z a t i o n  which were 

r e t a i n e d  i n  t h e  new n a t i o n ' s  ~ o l i t y  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d ,  

T h e  history of the birth and yrovth o f  the Kingdom is  

f lr ief ly  d e s c r i b f d  f r o m  the r e c a p t u r e  cf R i y a d h  by AbduP-Wziz i h n  

S a u d  i n  1902 t o  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of K i n g  Faisal i n  1935, and 

t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c h a r a c t e f  and d e g r e e  of p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  

S a u d i  A r a b i a  a r e  a n a l y z e d ,  T h e  f o r t ? l i  tous  d i s c o v e s y  a n d  

d e y e l c p m e n t  of o i l  i n  t h e  Kingdcm is s e e n  a s  a  s t i m u l u s  t o  t h e  

c a t i o n *  s d e v e l c p m e n t ,  It w i l l  a l s o  be a r g u e d ,  however, t h a t  t h e  

iii 



, 

s t a b i l i t y  a n d  s t r e n g t h  ot tte newly e s t a b l i s h e d  muna rchy ,  a n d  

the p a r t i c u l a r  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e f o ~ a e n t :  of t h e  k i n g d c m  i t s e l f ,  uas 

l a r g e l y  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  strong p e r s o n a l i t y  and vision of its 

founder R h d u l  a z i a  i b n  Saud,  t h e  f e f i g i ~ u s  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y  of 

t h e  traditional e l i t e ,  t h e  i n t q c a t i . c n  of the modern elite i n  

c h a r g e  of various o r g a n s  o f  government, urkan a n d  t e c h a o l o g i c a l  

d e v e l o p ~ e n t ,  e tc ,  i n  t h e  society i t se l f ,  These t h r e e  i n i t i a l  

s e g m e n t s  of society o p e r a t i o n a l l y  f u n c t i o n e d  w i t h  miniaum 

disruption a n d  e f f e c t i v e l y  s e r v e d  t h e  growing w e d s  cf one of 

t h e  most inportant  c o u n t r i e s  of t h e  w o r l d ,  
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BOTE ON N A H E S  B1D TRAMSLPTERATION 

Through  t y p o g r a p h i c a l  n e c e s s i t y  Arabic words h a v e  been 

spelled without any d i a c x i t i c a l  marks, S x c e p t  w i t h i a  d i r e c t  
s 

quotakions, where 1 have  t r i e d  to r e m a i n  letter-perfect  to t h e  

o r i g i n a l s ,  place a n d  p e r s c n a l .  names have been  rendered in 

s i m p l e ,  modem spellings, Hy guide h a s  been con temporary 

E n g l i s h - L a n g u a g e  p u k l i c a t i o n s  r e d a t i n g  to Saudi Arabia -  

In ~ a c h  section the f i r s t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  a g i v e n  i n d i v i d u a l .  

gives h i s  n a n e  as f u l l y  as historians h a v e  iound it necessary to 

identiky hi@ (X ing  Abduf-Aziz ibln Saud, hihose f u l i  name was 

B b d u l  A z i z  i b n  Abdul-Bahman i b n  P a i s a 1  i b n  T u r k i  a l - S a u d ,  was 

p r e c e d e d  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  Century by an a l m o s t  e q u a l l y  famous 

nanesa i r e  Abdul-Aziz  i ' c n  Huharnmad ikn Saud, and f t h i l k y 8 s  i n d e x  to  

h i s  book S ~ z g i  A r a b i a  n a m s  two nore a s  Abdul-Aziz  i b n  Saud), 

S u k s e q u e n  t references to an i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h i n  each s e c t i o n  will 

b e  ~y way of t h e  c o m m n e s l  short form u s f d  for t h a t  p e r s o n ,  

e x c e p t  where p o s s i k l e  confusion makes a longer f c r m  necessary, 

Arabic words requiring d e f i n i t i o n  are defined eithex in 

context or by footnote a t  f i r s t  occurrence, and c o l l e c t e d  i n  a  

Glossary appended t c  this t h e s i s ,  



This t h e s i s  is  about the p a r t  played by the e l i t e  i n  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  development of S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  T h e  S a u d i  p o l i t i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  was dee~ly i n f l u e a c e d  b y  t h e  c u l t u r e ,  t r a d i t i o n ,  and 

h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  region,  on t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  a n d  t h e  chang inc ;  role o f  

i ts  e l i t e ,  o v e r  t h e  years, on t h e  o t h e r ,  I a  the f o l l o w i n g  p a g e s  

we shall a n a l y s e  the particular n a t u x e  of t h e  Saudi p o l i t i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  and t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  c f  its e l i t e  a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  

s t a g e s  of its e v o l u t i o n ,  

I n  s c h o l a r l y  l i t e f a t u r e  a cumber  o f  a p p r o a c h e s  h a v e  been 

a d o p t e d  i n  order t o  understand the c o m p l e x i t y  of t h e  pheaomenun 

of p o l i t i c a l  deve lopmeat ,  I n r s a r i a Z i y ,  a s  we shall see in t t l i s  

t h e s i s ,  t h e  a ~ p r o a c h e s  do n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  e x p l a i n  t h e  

p e c u l i a r i t i e s  of  p o l i t i c a i  d e v e f o ~ r n e ~ t  of non-western societies 

a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  those of S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  3n them cne 

unmistakably n o t i c e s  a n  a t t e a p i  t o  v a l i d a t e  a t h e o r y  o r  aD 

a p p r o a c h  which h a s  k e e n  a e v e l o p d  withouk sufficient p r i o r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  non-wes te rn  s o c i e t i e s ,  Elite i n  d e v e l o p i n g  

s o c i e t i e s  p l a y  a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r 1  role. and  in t h e  case of S a u d i  

Arabia,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  such a f o i e  n e e d s  t o  b e  identified i n  i t s  

v a r i o u s  c o m ~ l e x i t i e s  a n d  i i i a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  

Saudi Arabia is 02 particular i n t e f e s t  f u r  a study of t h i s  

k i n d  for s e v e r a l  reascns,  tihile s e v e r a l  authors h a v e  w r i t t e n  i n  
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homeland for  a i l l i o n s  o f  3 u s l i a s  t h r a u g  h o u t  t h e  world, That t o o  

helps it  to ~ x e r c i s e  a good d e a l  of i n f l u e n c ~  o n  M u s l i m  

c o u n t r i e s -  (See Appfmdix A ,  p, xx, f o r  f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s )  

B h i l e  n o t  b e i n g  a  m e ~ b e r  of either o f  the two major power 

blocks, and h a v i n g  s y ~ p a t h ~  f o r  t h e  d e v ~ l o ~ i n g  n a t i o n s ,  sympathy  

w h i c h  i t  backs up w i t h  a id ,  i t  has become one ot the l e a d e r s  of 

the T h i r d  Yor ld ,  A p a r t  f r o a  its growing i n f l u e n c e  very f e u  

s t u d i e s  are a v a i l a b l e ,  on t b e  n a t u r e  of her society, polity, and 

the role of its e l i t e  i n  them, 1 

This t h e s i s  examines -the p r o c e s s e s  of p o l i k i c a l  development  

i n  S a u d i  Arabia a n d  t h e  p a r t  p l a y e d  by  i t s  e i i t e  i n  s t i n r u l a t i n g  

these processes,  "Processes of n a t i o n  b u i l d i n g  and of n a t i o n a l  

d e v f l c p m e n t  are  el i te-centered from t h e  outset, '*  [LaFalombara 

197Q:g94) T h e r e f o r e ,  those who have the power to introduce aad 

b f i n g  about c h a n g e  are t h e  k e y  to u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  kind of 

change t h a t  occurs ,  

"Rhether a new state can m a i n t a i n  b o t h  s t a b i l i t y  and  

development h i n g e s ,  t o  a large  extent, on t h e  i n 2 e g r a t i c u  of its 

p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e , "  (Sel igman 1966:2rCO) O n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  cf 

i n t e g r a t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  kt is necessary to make a  

4is t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t r a d i t i o n a l  e l i t e  and &ode xn el i te .  **The 

--- -------------- 
1 I n  I 9 8 1  two books were p u b l i s h e d ,  xbg g i ~ i 9 d s g ~  by Robert Lacey 
and, %& Ei49~i sf SSpl, Cy G a v i d  H o l d e a  and M i c h a r d  Johns, uhich 
seeti t o  present f o r  p o p u l a r  c o n s u m p t i o n  a ~ i c t u r e  of S a u d i  
Arat iaq  s h i s t o r y  a n d  her  roAe rr; t h e  contemporary world, 



more t r a d i t i o n a l  t h r ~  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  m o r e  prorcinexit is d e s c e n t  

f i k e l y  to b e  i n  the i d e n t i f  i c a t i c n  of the e l i t e ;  the n o r e  modesn 

t h e  s o c i e t y ,  the more p r o m i n e n t  a r e  s k i l l s  f i k e l y  to b e  i n  its 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n . * *  j l a c h a u  1975: 16) It i s  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  

phase o f  d e v s l  o ~ m e n t  t h a t  p r o b l e m s  a r i s e  bet ween t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

ways  a n d  t h e  new ways learned by t h o s e  who h a v e  o b t a i n e d  a 

s e c u l a r  education o u t s i d e  t h e i r  ccuntry, D u r i n g  t h e  transitional 

p h a s e  of d e v e f c p m e n t  t h e  t r a d i t i o c a i  elite a u s t  rely @ore a n d  

D o r e  o n  those members of s o c i e t y  who h a v e  a t t a i n e d  a s e c u l a r  

e d u c a t i o n .  I t  takes time f o r  new n a t i o n s  t o  develop t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  a o d e s n i z ~ d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  e d u c a t e  their own p e o ~ l e -  

The  p r o c e s s  cf ~ o d e ~ n i z a t i o n  c a n n o t  h e  s e p a r a t e d  f r o n  
'v 

p o l i t i c a l  development, E o d e r n i z a t i o n  m a n s  the introduction of 

new methods o f  d o i n g  t h i n g s ;  e ,  g, a c l o s e r  relation st ti^ b e t w e e n  

c i t i z e n s  and t h e  s t a t e ;  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  of skills a n d  a 

p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p ;  increased l i t e r a c y ;  the i n t r o d u c t i o n  of 

c o m ~ u n i c a  t i o n s  m e d i a ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  r a d i o ,  n e w s p a p e r s ;  nodera 

a e t h o d s  of m e d i c i n e ;  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  jcbs i n  e d u c a t i o n ;  a n d ,  

t r a v e l ,  " M o d e s n i z a t i o n  iuust h e  thought of, then, as a process 

t h a t  is s i m l t a n e o u s l y  c r e a t i v e  and d e s t r u c t i v e ,  p r o v i d i n g  new 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  ~ r o s ~ e c t s  a t  a h i g h  p r i c e  i n  h u ~ a r  d i s i o c a t i c n  

a n d  ~ u f f e r i n g . ~  (Black 7975:27) H o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  of e v e n  p o l i l i c a l  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  is ,  h o u e v e r ,  n o t  n e c c s s a f i l y  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  

p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ;  t h e  i dea  of c 3 e v e i o ~ m e n t  i ~ ~ l i e s  a f o r v a r d  

R o v i n g  c h a n g e  f o r  t h e  i a p r o v e ~ e n t :  of t h e  s y s t e ~ ,  while 

m o a ' e r n i z a t i o n  carr ies  ~ e r e l y  t h e  i d e a  of enthodying t h e  l a t e s t  



tec h n o l o g i c a f  c h a n g e s  a v a i l a b l s ,  

I n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  hcw p s i i  t i c a l  O e v e l  opmene h a s  

o c c u r r e d  i n  S a u d i  A r a b i a  we s h a l l  see it from t h e  p o i n t  of v i e w  

of t h e  p a r t  p l a y e d  i n  it by e l i t e  b o t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  modern,  

E o r e o v e r ,  i n  S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  i n  p a f t i c u f  a r ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e l i t e  

h a s  b e e n  r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  h e r  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  This thesis seeks t o  

a n a l y s e  t h e  p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e  results of i t  o n  S a u d i  

~ o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

C r q a n i z a t i o n  pf ghg g&gX&s -- -------- 
C h a p t e r  11 r e v i e v s  the l i t e r a t u r e  o n  e l i t e ,  p o l i t i c a l  

d e v e l c p m e n t  a n d  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  It is c o x t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  
I/' 

tools of c o n c e p t u a l  analysis become i n a d e q u a t e  f o r  t h e  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the c o m ~ l e x  p r o c e s s e s  of c h a n g e  i n  S a u d i  

Arabia. T h e r e  a re  m n y  compSex i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s u c h  a society, one of which is the ro le  o f  

Islam, As can b e  n o t e d  by r e v i e w i n g  the h i s t c r i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

of f s l a ~  there have  beer rcacy r e v i v a l s  s e e k i n g  t o  p u r i f y  t h e  I 

f a i t h  a n d  bring f l u s l i m s  b a c k  o n  the p a t h  t h a t  was i n t e n d e d  b y  

t h e  P r o p h e t ,  As a r e i i g i o u s  i d e o l o g y ,  which a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  base, i t  becomes  i ~ p o r t a n t  i n  g i v i n g  d i r e c t i o n  t o  

t h e  s t a t e ' s  p o l i t i c a l  d e s e l o p m e n t ,  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  is n o t  

always p a s s i b i e  t o  u s e  e f f e c t i v e l y  some  of the wester& c o n c e p t s  

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  of t h e  r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l  

d e v e f o p m n t  of S a u d i  Asahia, C h a p t e r  1x1 u n d e r t a k e s  a u  

h i s ' t o r i c a ~  review, T h e  historical r e v i e w  is i r a ~ o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  



. h i s t o r y  h a s  t a k e n  into h e r  service a number of ancillary 

s c i e n c e s  which for loula  t e  g e n e r a l  l a w s  not a b o u t  primitive 

s o c i e t i e s  b u t  a b o u t  c i v i l i z a t i o n s ,  f o r  e x a ~ ~ l e  e c o n o m i c s ,  

p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e  a n d  sociologyn, {Toynhee 1946: 64) It i s  

t h r o u g h  t h i s  s t u d y  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v c l u t i o n  of S a u d i  Arab ia  

t h a t  t h e  g rowth  of t h e  I s l a m i c  S t a t e  and  its e l i t e  c a n  be  

i d e n t i f i e d  and an  u n d e f s t a n d i n g  sf w h a t  h a ~ p e n e d  and what c a u s e d  

change i n  t h e  p a s t  c a n  b e  a n a l y z e d  a g a i n s t  nore recent h i s t o r y ,  

The deve lopmen t  of gphhabism i n  1 7 Y Y ,  and the c o a l i t i o n  between 

Ai-Wahhab and t h e  Rouse of Saud l a i d  *he f o u n d a t i o n .  of S a u d i  

Arakia ,  I a  t h i s  c h a ~ t e r  we shall a l s o  examine some of t h e  

ex terna l  i n f l u e n c e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  Ottoman i m ~ a c t  a n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  

r o l e  i n  Arab ia ,  Chapter IV begins b y  concentrating on the 

t r a d i t i o n a l  elite a n d  its r o l e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p ~ e n t .  

Deve1opmenta.l changes are looked  a t  under  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of 

t h r e e  kings, b e g i n n i n g  with Abduf-Aziz Ibn Saud { t h e  first 

k i n g ) ,  his s o n  Saud,  aod  f i n a l l y  Eaisal ,  

C h a p t e r  B a n a l y s e s  the r o l e s  p l a y e d  by the e l i t e  i n  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  development of the S a u d i  state, A p r e f a t o r y  review 

covers t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  House o f  Saud  a g a i n s t  t h e  

endeavours  o f  the Hashemites, T h i s  ~eciod is i m p o r t a n t  a s  i t  is 

the t r a n s i t i o n  p h a s e  b ~ t w e e n  Loose ly  conncc  t e d  h u t  i n d e p e n d e n t  

t r i b a l ,  village a n d  town g r o u p i n g s  and  the s u b s e q u e n t  

na t ionhood ,  T h e  f i r s t  s t a g e s  of S a u d i  p o l i t i c a l  growth and 

t e c h n i c a f  i n n o v a t  i o n ,  t o  make t h e  Desert K i  cgdom a n a t i o n - s t a t e  

a b l e  t o  meet t h e  wor ld  as  an  e q u a l ,  a r e  t h e n  i d e n t i f i e d  and  



a n a l y s e d ,  S u l r s e q u e s a t l y  varicus a s p c t s  of p o l i t i c a l  d e v e f o p e e a i t  

i n  conflict w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e t h o d s  a n d  ideas are r e v i e w e d ,  and 

t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  0 2  t h e  e l i t e  i n  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  those changes 

is e x a m i n e d ,  

I n  C h a p t e r  VT two q u e s t i o n s  are a d d r e s s e d ,  T h e  first i s  t h e  

c h a n g i n g  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  gower  e l i t e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ;  t h e  s e c o n d  

t h e  c o m p a r a b i l i t y  of t h e  S a u d i  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  o t h e r  Arab  

n a t i o n s ,  I t  is n o t e d  t h a t ,  while t h e  g o v e r n i n g  e l i t e  h a s  

e x p a n d e d  i n  resyonsc ,  t o  t h e  growing complexiP:y  of t h e  sta te ,  

membersk ip  of the power e l i t e  remains r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  r o y a l  

gamily,  T h e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  k a c k s r o u n d  o f  t h e  elites 

h a v e  changed,  w i t h  t e c h n i c a l  a n d  western s t y l e  e d u c a t i o n s  

beca~ing p r e d o ~ i n a n t  i n  t h e  d e v e l c p i n g  S a u d i  t e c h n o c r a c y .  T h e  

power  e l i t e ,  the ~cliticalfy-active m e a b e r s  of the al-Saud, a re  

s e e n  to h a v e  c h a n g e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  f i t  t h e  c h a n g i n g  needs of t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  system thfy h e a d  and q e r a t e ,  I n  c o m ~ a ~ i n g  t h e  e l i t e  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  Saudi Rrabia with thase of E g y p t  and Lebanon r t  is 

found  t h a t  t h e  e l i t e  s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  quite different d e s ~ i t e  scixe 

common h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  e x f e r i e n c e s -  Hemkerrhip i n  t h e  

Saudi e l i t e  a n d  s u b - e l i t e  is seen t o  b e  d e p e n d e n t  on a ~ o d e r n  

v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c r i t e r i a ,  f u n c t i o a a l  c o m ~ e t e n c e  i n  

t h e  required skills, 

P i n a l l y  the q u e s t i o n s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  r a i s e d  . by i t he  

e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  ~ o l r t i c d l  g r o w t h  of S a u d i  Arabia are placed 

i n t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  context of d e v e l o p m e n t a l  analysis, Weaknesses 

i n  cornmonl.y used t h e o r e t  i c a f .  c o n c e p t s  are n o t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  



t h e  Xaedicap  of ~ t h ~ o c e ~ t f i c l t y  i n h e r e n t  i n  trying to a p p l y  a 

@ode1 industrialized R e s t e r n  C h r i s t i a n  s t a t e  a s  a p a r a d i g m  of 

developntca-t f o r  Third World nat i cns .  Also  noted is t h e  p r o b l e m  

faced  by t h e  d e v ~ l o p i n g  n a t i o o s  i n  trying t o  achieve  

iaodernizat ion v i t h o u t  a d o p t i n g  bestern cu l tu re .  These p o i n t s  are 

t h e n  place2 i n  c o n t e x t  of t h e  c ~ n t e m p o r a r y  S a u d i  s i t u a t i o n -  



CHAPTER TVO 

THEORETICAL CONSPDERATIOMS 

S a u d i  A r a b i a  i s  one s o c i e t y  where  most of o u r  e x i s t i n g  

tools o f  c o n c e p t u a l  a n a l y s i s  become i n a d e q u a t e ,  This is b e c a u s e  

i t  is i n  t h e  thrces c f  a t r a n s i t i o n  fro8  a & r e i n d u s t r i a i  t r i b a l  

s o c i e t y ,  w i t h  a h i g h l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  ideology which is i m p l i c i t  i a  

t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t 1  view of Islarn, to a complex modern 

n a t i o n - s t a t e  w h i c h ,  nevertheless, f o r m a l l y  &reserves that 

r e l i g i o u s  i d e o l o g y  a+ its c o n s t i t u t i o n a f  base ,  The two kinds of 

society require d i f  i e c e n t  s c c i a l  o r g a n i a a  t i o n ,  t h e o l o g i c a l  and  

legal s y s t e m s ,  and a p a r t i c u l a r  e l i t e  structure t o  s u s t a i n  t h em,  

a h i  le scBe of the f  crms of t h e  t r i b a f  p o u e r  s t r u c t u c e  h a v e  heen  

r e t a i n e d  w i t h i c  t h e  ~ o d e r n  s t a t e  tc legitimize the ruler*s 

power,  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t h o s e  t r i b a f  power s t r u c t u r e s  hamper 

t h e  c e n t r a l i z a t i c a  cf authority t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  is seeking,. T h e  

situation is f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  t c a n s i t i o a  

1 "We Bay d e f i n e  F u n d a r n e n t a L i s ~  a s  the r e a f f i r m a t i o n ,  i n  a 
radically c h a n g e d  e n v i r c n m e n t ,  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  . @odes of  
a n d e r s t a a d i n g  a n d  befnaviour,  f n  c o n t r a s t  t o  conservatism o r  
t r a d i t i o n a l i s a ,  which assme t h a t  things can a n d  s h o u l d  go  on 
auch a s  t h e y  h a v e  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  p a s t ,  P u n d a a e n t a P i s m  
r e c o g n i z e s  a n d  t r i e s  to speak to  a  c h a n g e d  m i l i e u ,  a n  a l t e r ed  
a t ~ g o s p h e r e  of e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  F u n d a n t e n t a l i s m  1s by n o  m a n s  a 
b l i n d  o p p o n e n t  of all s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,  b u t  it i n s i s t s  t h a t  gbqqe 

t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u ~ ~ s  p@ modeg of z4S.z be EE2m kx - - - - - -  
P&'igr_st_andinq, I n  a n  Islamic c o n t e x t ,  FunSamec taliem asserts  not 
o n l y  t h e  l i t e r a l  t r u t h  of t h e  Q u r s a n  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  i ts  
c c m ~ a n d m e n t s ,  legal a s  well a s  r i t u a l ,  a r e  f u l l y  i n c u m b e n t  on 
~od'ern  (8umphre  ys 1979:3) 



h a s  b e e n  i n i t i a t e d  by m i l i t a r y  c o a q u c s t ,  Such a c o n ~ u e s t  

j u s t i f i e d  i t s e l f  k l  means o f  a need t o  bring a h o u t  a r e v i v a l  of  

r e l i g i o u s  f u n d a a e n t a l i s a  t o  which t h e  t r i b a l  s o c i e t y  

a c k n o w l e d g e d  its o n l y  a l l e g i a n c e ,  M o r e o v e r ,  i n  a n a l y s i n y  S a u d i  

A r a k i a ,  s t u d e n t s  o f  P o l i t i c a l  S c i e n c e  f ace  a d d i t i o n a l  

d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  T h i s  is b e c a u s e  I s l a a  is c o n - c i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  

~ o l i t l c a l  o f  t h e  w o r l d i s  g r e a t  r e l i g i o a s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  QurQaa, 

its h o l y  book, and t h e  S u n a a h ,  the ~ r a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  M o h a m m e d l ~  

s t a t e m e n t s  a n d  a c t i o n s ,  c o n t a i n  w i t h i n  them the t a s i c  c o n c e p t s  

u n d e r l y i n g  t h e  i d e a  of o a t i o n h o o d ,  the ~ r o b l e m  faced b y  t h e  

p o l  i t i c a i  s c i e n t i s t  i n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  explain them 

t teco~es e n o r o a o u s l y  complex ,  T h u s  n o t  only o u r  conceptual t o o l s  
b" 

of a n a l y s i s  b u t  a l s c  our m a n i f o l d  a s s u m p t i o n s ,  which u n d e r l i e  

socia l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m s ,  d o  n o t  h e l ~  u s  v e r y  ~ u c h  i n  

a n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  ~ o l i i i c a l  d e v e l o p g e n t  i n  S a u d i  

Arabia. 

T h i s  c h a p t e r  examines t h e  c o n c e g t n a l  t o o l s ,  d e v e l o p e d  by 
b' 

p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  and s c c i o l o g i s t s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  a 

d e g r e e  o f  acceptance and a u t h o r i t y  but which  are p a r t i a l l y  

a p p l i c a b l e  to t h i s  s t u d y ,  ? h e  very use of the terms **elite*# a n d  

H p o l i t i c a Z  d e v e l o ~ m e n t *  i n  t h e  t i t l e  of t h i s  t h e s i s  i n d i c a t e s  my 

a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  i a p o r t a n c e  o f  these c o n c e p t s  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

a n a l y s i s ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  these t erm s h o u l d  b e  . e x a m i n e d ,  

e x p l a i n e d  and dei i n e d  t o  a v o i d  a m b i g u i t y  d u e  t o  p r e c o n c e p t i o n  

aad m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g -  



P s h a l l  f i r s t  of a l l  examine t h e  term i g r f i t e v  a n d  the  

e x p l a n a t i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  it, Among t h o s e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  is t h e  

n e e d  t o  identify t h e  members of t h e  e l i t e  w i t h i n  a s o c i e t y  under 

e x a m i a a t i o n  a n d  t h e  way i n  w h i c h  s u c h  i d e n k i f i c a t i o n  may b e  

made, %any studies h a v e  k e r n  d o n e  o n  e l i t e  by  s u c h  s c h o l a r s  a s  

Gaetano gosea, V i l f r e d a  Pareto ,  T, 13, Bottomore, and others, A l l  

a g r e e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  who r u l e  and  t h o s e  who are r u i e d ;  

with  t h i s  t h e r e  can b e  no a r g u E e n t ,  R o v e v e r ,  a mjor probleg 

a r i s e s  when  one goes  to i ts s u b  c a t e g o r i e s  s u c h  a s  s o c i a l  e l i t e ,  

a p o l i t i c a l  elite, a s u b - e l i t e ,  a p o w e r  e l i te ,  a r u l i n g  e l i t e ,  

a n d  t h e n  p r o c e e d  with t h e  a s s u a p t l o n  t h a t  therefcse t h ~ r e  m u s t  

e x i s t  an  u p p r  class, a middle  c lass ,  a n d  a Lover class  fro& 

w h i c h  such e l i t e  o r i g i n a t e ,  S u c h  aa a s s u m p t i o n  does r iot  h e l p  u s  

very much i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of S a u d i  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  e v e n  when w e  u s e  t h e  t e r a  e l i t e  i n  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  S a u d i  Arabia it will be w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

a c t u a l  r o l e  t h a t  it p l a y s  r a t h e r  t h a n  w h a t  s o c i a l  and  p o f i t i c a l  

theories a t t r i b u t e  to  it, 

Tbe s e c o n d  pa r t  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  l o o k s  a t  t h e  p r o b l e m s  

encountered i n  d e t e r ~ i n i n g  what p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  is, T h i s  

concept i s  f r e q u e n t l y  l i n k e d  t o  the Erocesses of m d e r n i z a t i o r a  

a n d  d e m o c r a t i c  deve lopmen t  i n  T h i r d  g o r l d  c a u n t r i e s ,  Scholars, 

i n  writing a b o u t  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o j y e n t ,  o f f e r  many a ~ ~ r o a c h e ~  J 
and proposed i n d i c a t o r s  t h a t  s h o u l d  h e f p  t h e  s t u d e n t  of 

pol i t i c a f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  However ,  i n  r e v i e w i n g  the l i t e r a t u r e  one 

t i a h s  t h a t  t h e r e  is n o  c o n s e n s u s  on a ~ p r u a c h e s  a n d  p r o p o s ~ d  



i n d i c a t c r s  w h i c h  give e v i d e n c e  t h a t  ~ o s i t i v c  & o l i t i c a l  

d e v e l o p a e n t  i s  t a k i c g  place. M o r e o v e r ,  such a p p r o a c h e s  o f t e n  t r y  

t o  refer t o  t h e  self- i d e a l i z e d  c b a r a c t e r i s t  i c s  of t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  western de i soc racy ,  The q u e s t i c a s  t h a t  n e e d  t o  k e  

r a i s e d  are: w h e t h e r  o r  n c t  ~ o l i t i c a l  dea re iopmen t  i s  a n  o n g o i n g  

p r o c e s s ?  And, are n o t  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  i n  a  c o n s t a n t  s tate of 

s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a i  d e v e l o p m e n t  af s o w  s o r t  a t  a l l  s t a g e s  i n  

their h i s t o r y ?  It would h a v e  t o  b e  agreed t h a t  d e v e l o p ~ e n t  can 

b e  slow,  oder rate or very r a p i d ,  b u t  that t h e  pace of 

d e v e l o p m e n t  h i n g e s  on  t h e  degree t o  w h i c h  human a n d  n a t u f a l  

rfsources can b~ a c b i l i z e d  t o  im~rove the i i v i n y  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

t b e  society, In s t u d i e s  d o n e  on p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  e c o n o m i c  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  is o f t e n  seen a s  p l a y i n g  a m a j o r  x o l e ,  If 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  is n o t  t a k i n g   lace f a s t  e n o u g h  i n  c e r t a i n  

societies d o e s  t h i s  m a n  t h a t  i ts  political deve lcp t r en l t  i s  n o t  

worth n o t i n g ?  What is t h e  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p g e n t ?  By w h a t  c s i t f  r i a  is the 

pace of r n o d e r n i z a t i . c n  t o  b e  j u d g e d ,  a n d  t o  w h a t  e x t e n t  caa t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  s c c i e t y  aifect  t h a t  pace? 

It ~ u s t  b e  . r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  w i t h o u t  l e a d e r s h i p ,  hums and  

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  stability, a p o L i t i c a l  s y s t e m  w i l l  

register a slower degree of a l l  r o u n d  d e v e l o p n e n t ,  However ,  id 

competent l e a d e f s h i p  is gresent then c h a n g e  a t  t k e  soc i a l ,  

economic, a n d  ~ o P i t i c a l  l e v e l s  becams r a p i d .  T h i s  t b e s i s  w i l l  

refe; to t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  S a u d i  e l i t e  

w h i c h  t h e n  b e c a ~ e  t h e  k d s i s  a n d  c o n d i t i o n  cf d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  



other compartments cf l i fe ,  

E l i t e  --- 

A )  The Bole of E l i t e  

A cursory e x d m i n a t i o n  of Dumn o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l e a d s  t o  t h e  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of a b a s i c  d i v i s i o n :  t h e  leaders and t h e  

f o l l o w e r s ,  t h e  t e a c h e r s  and t h e  taught, o r ,  a s  Gaetano & o s c a  

p u t s  it: !*In a l l  s o c i e t i e s  ,,, two classes of peop le  appear - a 

c l a s s  t h a t  rules and a c l a s s  t h a t  is  x u l e d * '  (Hosca l939:5O), 

Mosca acknouledges  a d e h t  fur the c o n c e p t  to Claude Renfi d~ 

! S a i n t  Simon whose writings i n  t h e  early n i n e t e e n t h  century first 
t 

I p u t  forward  the  ccncept of e l i t e  i n  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  (aosca 
I 

! 

?93"33229), b u t  h e  then also traces the i d e a  back t o  

l u l a c b i a v e l f i q s  assertion t h a t  '* .., in a i i  r e p u b l i c s ,  however 

o r g a n i z e d ,  there are never  gore t h a n  f o r t y  or fifty c i t i z e n s  who 

a t t a i n  a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  e n t i t l e s  t h e m  t o  command,*3 (HacKiavel3 . i  

1950:163) Otter writers, s u c h  a s  H, D, L a s s w e l l ,  n o t e  t h e  i d e a l  

of an e l i t e  a s  being i n h e r e n t  i n  Jewish and C h r i s t i a n  t h e o l o g y ,  

u h i l e  T, 3, Bottornore c o n t e n d s  t h a t  such a n o t i c n  was p r e s e n t  i n  

t h e  i d e a s  of t h e  G r e e k  p h i l o s o p h e r s  and i n  t h e  ancient I n d i a n  

caste s ?stem. 



B) T ? l e  I d f n t i f i c a t i c n  o f  E P a t e  

S t u d i e s  d o n e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  of t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  b y  

Gaetano Hosca  and Y i l i r e d o  P a r e t o  g u t  f o r v a r d  the c c n c e p t  of 

* j p o l i t i c a l  eli te9$, To Hosca the r u l i n g  g r o u g  was what  h e  c a l l e d  

a 8 ? p o T i t i c a l  classu, w h i l e  P a r e t o  l a b e l e d  t h i s  g r o u p  a 

3 ' g o v e r ~ i n q  c lassH to s e p a r a t e  i t  froira wha t  h e  f e l t  e x i s t e d  i n  

p a r a l l e l ,  that of: a q 8 r ; o n g o v e r a i n g  e l i t ew,  Mosca went  i n t o  sorce 

d e t a i l  when h e  noted: 

"The f i r s t  class, always t h e  less numerous ,  p e r f o r m s  a l l  
p o l i t i c a l  f o n c t  io r s ,  m o m ~ o l i z e s  power  and e n  j o y s  t h e  
a d v a n t a g e s  that lower b r i n g s ,  whereas t h e  s e r o o d  , t h e  
sore n u m e r o u s  class, is d i r e c t e d  and c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  
f i r s t ,  i n  a afannEr t h a t  is  ncv aare o r  less l e g a l ,  now 
more o r  less a r b i t r a r y  and v i o l e n t  a n d  s u p p l i e s  t h e  
f i r s t ,  i n  a p p e a i a n c e  a t  l eas t ,  with material means o f  
subsistence a n d  w i t h  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t i e s  t h a t  a re  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  v i t a l i t y  of t h e  political organism," 
(Rosca  1939:50) 

ivfosca8s c o n c e p t  of t h e  *'first c l a s s w ,  essentially r e f e r s  t o  t h e  

group fitrat v i e l d s  Fcwer: over t h e  Icasses, Such a power is e n j o y e d  

b y  t h i s  c l a s s  b e c a u s e  of t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  w i t h i n  

t h e  s o c i e t y ,  The b a l a n c e  of p o L i t i c n i  f o r c e s ,  t h e n ,  determines 

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  i t s  ruling class, (Yosca  1 9 3 9 ~ 6 5 )  Taking Eloscats 

c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  class one s t e p  f u r t h e r ,  P a r e t o  i c t r o d u c e d  

t h e  i d e a  of g h a t  h e  c a l l e d  t h e  y % c i r c u i a t i o n  o f  el l te8*.  

I n  s o  doing h e  i m p l i c i t l y  a c k n o w l e d g e s  t h e  existence of a t  

l e a s t  o n e  o t h e r  e l i t e  o r  p o t e n t i a l  elite w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i e t y :  

" L e t  u s  assume an  e l i t e  A ,  which is i n  c o n t r o l ;  another 
e l i t e  B, wh ich  tries t o  r e p l a c e  i t ;  t h e n  C r e p r e s e n t s  
the rest o f  the p o ~ o l a t i o n ,  c o m p r i s i n g  the i n e p t ,  the 
p e o p l e  l a c k i n g  e u e r g y ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  , ,, a n  
arny w i t h o u t  l e a d e r s  which a c q u i r e s  i m ~ o r t a n c e  only i f  
l e d  by e i t h e r  A o r  B, As a r u l e ,  t h e  B 8 s  w i l l  lead them 
while t h e  A's are fulled t y  a f a l s e  s e n s e  o f  s e c u r i t y  o r  



u n d ~ r e s t i m a t i c n  of the C%- ,,, Moweves, so~et imes t h e  
A's w i l l  t r y  t o  o u t  b i d  t h e  3 ' s  by o f f e r i n g  t h e  C's 
c o n c e s s i o n s  more apgarent  t h a n  real , ,," (Heisel 1965: 12 
- 13) 

G r o u p  qgC*8 may b e  referred t o  a s  a $ * c o u n t e r - e l i t e w  by  v i r t u e  o f  

its p ~ e p a r e d n e s s  t o  s u p p l a n t  t h e  existing * 'power -e l i t egg ,  b u t  

P a r e t o 8 s  a s s u m p t i o n  a l s o  raises t h e  question of how t h e  

a l t e r n a t e  e l i t e  "B" comes i n t o  e x i s t e o c e ,  In his d i s c u s s i o n  of 

P a r e t o ' s  work Raymond Aron notes: 

"If e v e r y  e l i t e  c o n f r o n t s  i n  t h e  masses a ~ i n o r i t y  which 
w o u l d  b e  worthy of b e i c n g i n y  b u t  does n o t  b e l o n g  to  t h e  
el i te,  uhat t h e n  can t h e  elite do? A c c o r d i n g  t o  P a r e t o ,  
it h a s  a f u n d a w e n t a f  c h o i c e  of two methods t h a t  i t  c a n  
u s e  simultaneously i n  v a r i a b l e  p r o p o r t i o n s :  t o  e l i m i n a k e  
those c a n d i d a t e s  for t h e  elite (who are  n o r a a l l y  
r e v r 3 L u t i o n a r i e s )  o r  t o  a b s o r b  then ,**  (Arozi 1970: 1 8 3  - V )  

S h o u l d  t h e  elite f a i l  t o  do w h a t  P a r e t o  s u g g e s t s  t h e n  they 

are i n  d a n g e r  of l o s i n g  t h e i r  power, O f  c o u r s e  e l i ~ i n a t i o n  o f  

t h e  " c o u n t e r - e l i t e a J  o r  a b s o r p t i o n  of i t  is d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  

make-up of t h e  s ~ c i e t y  i n  question, If t h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e  of 

society a r e  unakle  t o  keep i n  c h e c k  t h e  c o u n t e r e l i t e ,  t h e n  i t  

nay b e  to t h e i r  advan-r tage t o  absorb theno, I f ,  h o w e v e r ,  the 

s o c i e t y  i s  s t r a t i f i e d  r a c i a l l y  cr c u l t u r a i l y  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  

c o n q u e s t ,  h a s  a s u f f i c i e n c y  of p e r s o n n e l  f o r  g o v e r n w n t  f rcm 

w i t h i n  the ruf i n g  elite, a n d  is g e n e r a f l y  a u t h o r i t a r i a n ,  t h e  

@ e m b e r s  o f  a p o t e n t i a l  c o u n t e r - e l i t e  may f i n d  t h e w e l v e s  

threatened with e x i l e  or execution,  Both a ~ p r ~ l a c h e s  may b e  t a k e n  

w i t h i n  one s o c i e t y  d u r i n g  t h e  s a w  r e g i m e ,  to d i f f e r e n t  members 

or  f a c t i o n s  of t h e  c o u n t e r - e f  i t e ,  T h e  method o f  r e c r u i t m e n t ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  is v e r y  i m ~ o s t a a t  i n  s u s t a i n i n g  t h e  power  e l i t e ,  

sau h i  A r a b i a ,  a d ~ v e l o p i n g  c c u n k r y  n i t h  a r a p i d l y  g r o w i n g  



b u r e a u c r a c y ,  f u n c t i o n a l  a n d  n o t  j u s t  administrative, g e n e r a l l y  

absorbs its c o u n t e s - e l i t e  a l i a o s t  i n  c a b r y o ,  a n d  b a s  n o t  

h e s i t a t e d  t o  e x i l e  o r  e x e c u t e  ~ ; o t e n t i a . L  l e a d e r s  opposed t o  t h e  

goals and p o l i c i e s  of t h e  r u l e r s ,  

Those who keccne members of t h e  c o u n t e s - e l i t e  are  g e n e r a l l y  

a r a w n  from a s t r a t u m  of s o c i e t y  w h i c h  B o t t o m o r e  refers t o  a s  a 

a s u b - e l i t e H ,  H e  says 

",,, t h e  e l i t e  i s  not  imply r a i s e d  h i g h  abcve t h e  rest 
of s o c i e t y ;  it i s  i n t i m a t e 1  y c o n n e c t e d  with s o c i e t y  
t h r o u g h  a s u b - e l i t e ,  a much l a r g e r  group which 
c o m p r i s e s ,  t o  a l l  i n k e n t s  a n d  p u r p o s e s ,  t h e  w h o l e  'new 
ni iddle  class* o f  civil s e r v a o t s ,  m n a g e r s  a n d  w h i t e  
c o l l a r  w o r k e r s ,  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  e n g i n e e r s ,  s c h o l a r s  a n d  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s , "  ( B o t t o m o r e  1964: 11) 

It is t h i s  s u b - e l i t e  r h i c h  is t h e  s o u r c e  o f  t h e  greatest t h r e a t  

t o  a r u l i n g  elite, s i n c e  i t  is t h e  body o f  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  w h i c h  

s e r v e s  a s  the r u l e r s *  t co l s  i n  t h e  ~ u n n i n g  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  

B e c a u s e  of i t s  closer c o a m u n i c a t i o n  l i n k s  w i t h  t h e  masses it 

c o n t r o l s  t h e  flew of i n f o r ~ a t i a c  f o r  t h e  r u l e r s  and on w h i c h  

t h e u  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  based,  S u c h  a r  a c t i o n ,  i f  a n d  when i t  

o c c u r s ,  i s  not n e c e s s a r i l y  the r e s u l t  of c o n s c i o u s  c o n s p i r a c p ,  

The s u b - e l i t e  is a n o n - c o h e s i v e  group i n  d e r i v i n g  its status 
1 

fro@ its f u n c t i o n ,  The i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  s u b g r o u p s  w i t h i n  it, some 

of which may b e  ~ u t u a l l p  a a t a g o n i s t i c ,  may be a s s u m e d  a t  a l l  

times t o  be s e f v i n g  t h e i r  c i n  i n t e r e s t s  a s  t h e y  p e r c e i v e  t h e m -  

So long  as  t h e  s u b - e l i t e  s e r v e s ,  d i r e c t l y  o f  i n d i r e c t l y ,  t h e  

interests o f  the elite and does not c h a l l e n g e  the t e n u r e  of t h e  

e l i t e  in power ,  i t s  r susv iva f  is l i k e l y  t o  b e  less  p r e c a r i o u s ,  

0111) when the r e s u l t s  of t h e  s u b - e l i t e ' s  a c t i o n s  r u n  c o u n t e r  t o  



t h e  p u r p o s e s  of t h e  power e l i t e  is t h e  d o ~ i n a n c e  of  t h e  power 

e l i t e  threatened, S u c h  a t h r e a t  would n o t  lead t o  t h e  

s u p p l a n t i n g  of t h e  p c w e r  e l i t e  u n l e s s  the powex e l i t e ,  by 

f a i l i n g  t o  t a k e  corrective m e a s u r e s ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  i t  was no  

l o n g e r  able t o  r u l e ,  T h i s  v o u l d  i m p l y  t h a t  the s t a b i l i t y  of a 

s e g i a e  w o u l d  be d e p a d e n t  on twa factors :  

a, t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  i t  e n s u r e d  t h a t  t h e  s u b - e l i t e t s  

i n t e r e s t s  are identical w i t h  those of t h e  power  eilite; 

and ,  

b ,  t h e  power e l i t e*  s a b i l i t y  t o  take c o r r e c t i v e  m e a s u r e s ,  

of w h a t e v e r  s o r t ,  u h e n  a t h r e a t  d e v e l o p s ,  

The  k i n d s  of techniques u s e d  by and  B, a s  we saw earlier in 

fleisef 9 d i s c u s s i o n ,  may s e i v e  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  s o c i e t y  a n d  

i ts r u l i n g  r eg i ine ,  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  C a n a d a  and  t h e  li ,S,A, 

a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  is sc k r o a d l y  d i s p e r s e d  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  society's 

perceptions o t  i t s  n e e d s  may be q u i t s  readily kept a t t u n e d  to  

t h e  polaer e l i - t e t s  g o a l s  ( a n d  v i c e - v e r s a ) ,  a n d  a n  e x t r e m e  

c f i a f l e n g e ,  s u c h  a s  Q u e b e c ' s  O c t o b e r  C r i s i s ,  aay Ce l h i t e d  t o  a  

srrtafl g r o u p  a n d  ntet w i t h  a n i n i a a l  s h a n  of f o r c e ,  O n  t h e  o the r  

h a n d ,  d e s p i t e  h a v i n g  a n o m i n a l l y  similar d e m o c r a t i c  system, 

N o r t h e r n  I r e l a n d  wan r u l e d  by  an elite whose g o a l s  were g r e a t l y  

a t  v a r i a n c e  with those of t h e  masses, i t s  s v b - e l i t e  s e r v e d  i t s  

own e n d s ,  a n d  together t h e y  tried t o  i n p l e m e n t  p o l i c i e s  which 

h a v e  e l u d e d  p e a c e  a n d  h a r ~ o n i o u s  r e l a t i o n s h i ~ s  aRcng t h e  v a r i o u s  

segmnts  s f  t h e  c o @ m u n l t y ,  



F i n a l l y ,  for t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  e l i t e ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  s f  the ? i i d d l e  East, 

we s h a l l  take i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  v i e u s  of c e r t a i n  s c h o l a r s  who 

h a v e  worked i n  t h a t  field, Phebe A- IYlarr, i n  e x a m i n g  I r a q ,  d e a l t  

w i t h  just t h e  g e o p l e  a c t n a l l y  mak ing  d e c i s i o c s  a n  n a t i o n a l  

p o l i c y ,  w h i l e  James A ,  B i l l ,  e x a m i n i n g  I r a n ,  f o u n d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  carry h i s  s t u d y  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  e l i te  

f a m i l i e s  ( L e n c z o v s k i  fed,), 1935; I O W f ,  l 7 f f )  - Host writers, 

r a the r  t h a n  u s i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  a r u l i n g  e l i t e  a s  a means  t o  

the u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of a g i v e n  s o c i e t y f s  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m ,  c o n f i n e  

t h e m s e l v e s  t o  seeking t o  analyze t h e  c o r e - p o s i t i o n  of the elite 

itself a s  a mnethod of u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  (Rus tow,  1966) 

1 n r e v i e w i n g  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  s u k s e q u e n t  d e v e l c ~ m e n t  cf 

S a u d i  Atrabia  X s h a l l  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  elite a r e  q u i t e  i d e n t i f i a b l e  

a t  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t a g e s  of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  g r o w t h ,  It is fo r  t h i s  

r eason  t h a t  f i n t e n d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  t o  focus o n  t h e  elite b o t h  

a s  a g e n t s  o f  b r o a d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  in Saudi Arabia, a n d ,  a s  t h a t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  makes f o r  a w o r e  c o m p l e x  p o l i t y ,  a s  e f f e c t i v e  

m a n a g e r s  o f  t h e  new ~ o l i t i c a l  s y s t e i n ,  

P o l i t i c a l  OeveXogment 
-I----- ---I- --- 

*sflost of the c c n c e p t s  of: p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h a t  o n e  

finds i n  t h e  s c h o l a r l y  writings h a v e  been f o r m u l a t e d  either i n  

advance of s u f f i c i e n t  k n o w l e d g e  of  the comglexities of t h e  

a c t u a l  ycowth cf ~ c l i t i c a l  s o c i e t i e s  of t h e  n o n w e s t e r n  w o f l d  os 

by B e a n s  of an  e x p f o r a t c r y  e x e r c i s e  t o  e x t e n d  a n d  seek t h e  



v a l i d i t y  o f  the w e s t e r n  c o n c e p t s ,  g r o u n d e d  i n  i t s  h i s t o r y  a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s ,  to t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  n o n w e s t e r n  

world,)' (Somjee 1980: 1)  Mowever, i t  is here t h a t  the p r o b l e m s  

b e g i n  for t h e  s t u d e n t  o f  ~ o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  fo r  o n e  of t h e  

first o b j e c t i v e s  of a n y  study is t o  d e f i n e  one's terms a s  

c l e a r l y  a s  p o s s x b l e  s i n c e  t h e s e  d e f i n i t i o n s  i n  t u r n  p r o v i d e  t h e  

f r a m e w o r k  of a n a l y s i s ,  A s  i n d i c a t e d  a t  t h e  b e g i c n i n g  of t h i s  

c h a p t e r  we are p r o v i d e d  w i t h  c o n c e ~ t s  of and a p p r o a c h e s  t o  

p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i c h  ref lect  m i l e s t o n e s  i n  E u r o - A n e r i c a n  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  flairlever, l i k e  g e o p l e ,  not a l l  c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  t h e  

same soc i a l ,  economic, or  i d e o l o g i c a l  bases o n  which tc b u i l d ,  

T h i s  p o i n t  i s  r a r e l y  g i v e n  nore t h a n  formal a c k n o n l e d g e m e n t  b y  

w e s t e r n  p o l i t i c a l  scientists e x a m i n i n g  d e v e l o p i n g  o r  

u n d e r d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o n s ,  a n d  the ir  s t u d i e s  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e 2  

have f o u n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  set aside t h e  p r e c o n c e p t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  

i n  t h e i r  own v a l u e  s y s t e m s  often r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e i r  osn 

n a t  i o n a  ll culture, 

James A, B i f  1 n o t e d  a n d  c r i t i c i z e d  t h i s  parochialism arid 

l ack  of  objectivity i n  the s e l e c t i o n  o f  a n a l y t i c a l  t o o l s  i n  h i s  

1972 a r t i c l e  "Class  A n a l y s i s  and  t h e  Dialect ics  cf n o d e r n i z a t i o n  

i n  t h e  a i d d l e  East*', wherein h e  remarks /3972:418] : 

"Strch proraineat C r i e n t a l i s t s  and Islamic h i s t o r i a n s  a s  
H a m i l t o n  A.B.  Gibb, $3- Hontgomery  W a t t ,  B e r n a r d  Lewis, 
G u s t a v  E, van  G r u n e b a u r .  ,and J a c q u e s  B e q u e .  h a v e  
s p o r a d i c a l l y  a n a l g s e d  t h e  g i d d l e  East i n  terms o f  class- 
Pet, n o n e  od t h e s e  scholars h a v e  e n d e a v o u r e d  ( 1 )  t o  
e x a m i n e  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  t h e  m e a n i n g  a n d  r e l e v a n c e  of  t h i s  
c o n c e p t  w i t h i n  t h e  Islamic s e t t i n g ;  a n d ,  (2)  t o  define 

 rigorously a n d  r e s h a p e  t h e  c o n c e p t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  afea 
u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and t h e  p r o b l e m s  at i s s u e , * *  



T h i s  remark is a ~ ~ l i c a b l e  n s r e  broadly than just t o  t h e  use of 

class a n a l y s i s ,  a n d  may a l s o  be a p p l i e d ,  vord f o r  word, to t h e  

u s e  by w e s t e r n  scholars  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  t o o l s  of e l i t e ,  

p o l i t i c a l  d e v e i o p m e c t ,  a n d  m d e r n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  a t t e a p i s  to 

a n a l y z e  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  n o n v e s t e r n  s o c i e t i e s ,  A p a s t  of t h e  

f a i l u r e  t o  e l i ~ i a a t e  culture-based p r e c o n c e p t i s n s  of  t e n  r e s u l t s  

fsoa t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  p a y  sufficient a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  

def i n i t i o n s  of terms, 

T o  understand t h e  w a n i n g  of a term, o n e  h a s  t o  b e g i n  with 

the d i c t  ioaary meaning of iL T h e  O n f  o r d  Engf i s h  . D i c t i o n a r y  

defines p o l i t i c s  a s  '@The s c i e n c e  a n d  a r t  of governrent" a n d  

p o l i t i c a L  as mof o r  belonging t o  t h e  state o r  bcdy o f  c i t i z e n s ,  

its g o v e r n a e n t  a n d  p o l i c y ,  e s ~ e c i a l l y  i n  civil a n d  s e c u l a r  

a f f a i r s , , , o f  or p e r t a i n i n g  to t h e  s c i e n c e  o r  a r t  of p o l i t i c s 3 * ,  

Deve lopment  i s  d - ~ J E i n ~ d  a s  **The bringing out o f  the latent 

c a p a b i l i t i e s  (of any t h i n g )  o r  " g r a d u a l  advancement t h r o u g h  

psogress ive  stages," (0x2 o r d  E n g l i s h  D i c t i o n a r y  197 1: 2228-757) , 

Draving solely from the meaning o f  the words, t h e n ,  p o l i t i c a l  

d e v e f  cpment would  a p p e a r  t o  relate t o  t h e  g r a d u a l  a d v a n c e m e n t  

through p r o g r e s s i v e  stages of a s t a t e ,  its y o v e r n a e n t  and  i t s  

p o l i t y *  This i d e a  may be more u s e f u l  i f  r es ta ted  as: political 

d e v e l o p m e n t  is t h e  c h a n g i n g  or  r e s h a p i n g  of g o v e r n m e n t a l  / 

s t r u c t u r e s ,  systems, a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of a s o c i e t y  i n  order t o  
v' 

ket ter  s e r v e  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  n e e d s  and effect of goals o f  t h a t  

Society, 



Tn a s u p e r f i c i a l l y  similar way A,F, K, O r g a n s k i  (1965:7] 

defines p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l a p m n t  *,, , a s  i n c r e a s i n g  g o v e r n m e n t a l  

e f f i c i e n c y  i n  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  Ruman and  material r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e v  

n a t i o n  % o r  n a t i o n a l  y o a f s H .  T h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  i m p l i c i t f y  

p r e s u m e s  the p r e - e x i s t e n c e  of a n a t i o n - s t a t e  a s  a p s e r e g u i s i t e  

f o r  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p ~ e n t ,  Eut, i n  the d e v e l o ~ a e n t  o f  t h e  same 

t o p i c  i n  h i s  boob,  gHig Staqes  og politic& @ s & g x n g g & ,  h e  

i d e n t i f i e s  the f itst  s t a g e  a s  " t h e  p o l i t i c s  cf ~ r i m i t i v e  

u n i f i c a t i o n , , ,  t h a t  w h i c h  a t t e n d s  t h e  b i r t h  and c h i l d h o o d  af  

n a t i o n s s g ,  F u r t h e r ,  his d i s c u s s i o n  m a k e s  it clear t h a t  c h a n g e s  

~ u s t  t a k e  p l a c e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f o r m a l  c r e a t i o n  of a n a t i o n - s t a t e  

u h i c h ,  p r o p e r l y  s p e a k i n g ,  a re  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of p o f i t i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t *  S u c h  n g o s i t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o e s  n a t  c o h e r e  u i t h  the 

def i n i t i o n  of ~ o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i c h  h e  h a s  ~ r o p o s e d ,  

o t h e r  writers d e f i n e  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  terms of t h e  

a b i l i t y  of t h e  ~ o i i t i c a l  e l i t e  t o  h a n d l e  d e m a n d s  t h r o u g h  

political i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  ( L a P a l o a b a r a ,  1.974: 48-49] o r  by 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  a re  e v i d e n c e s  oE p o l i t i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  f o r  e x a m ~ l e  

'*,-,as t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  ky  a p o l i t i c a l  system of a 
c o n s c i o u s l y - s o u g h  t ,  a n d  q u a i i t a t i v e l p  aeu and e n h a n c e d ,  
p o l i t i c a l  c a p a c i t y  a s  a a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  successful 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  s f  
A)  new p a t t e r n s  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  r e g u l a t i n g  a n d  c o n t a i n i n g  

t h e  t e c s i c n s  a n d  c o n f  3.icts ~ r o d u c e d  by  i n c r e a s e d  
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  a n d  

B) new p a t t e r n s  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  r e s o u r c e  
d is t s i b u t i . c n  a d e q u a t e l y  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  t h e  d e m a n d s  
generat  ~d by t h e  i t ~ p e r a t i v e s  of e q u a l i t y , "  (Colleman 
1965: 15) 

S u c h  d e f i n i t i o n s  i q l y  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o ~ r e e n t  means  greater 



p a r t i c i p a t i o n  d n d  e q u a l i t y ,  These terms a r e  w e s t e r n  c o n c e p t s  a n d  

n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  e l i t e  who are t h e m s e l v e s  i n  the 

p r o c e s s  o f  change ,  P o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  may be i n v o l v e d  i n  h a n d l i n g  

delnands t h r o u g h  c h a c g i n y  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  o r  t h e y  may b e  

faced with d e m a n d s  g e n e r a t e d  by d r i v e s  t o w a r d s  e q u a l i t y  aad 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  But i n  a l l  such cases s y m p t o m s  and c o n s e q u e n c e s  

of p o l i t i c a l  devefopment n o  r o r e  d e f i n e  t h e  c o n c e p t  t h a n  d o e s  

f e v e r  d e f i n e  t h e  d i s e a s e  pneumonia ,  

One is r e r a i n d e d  by L u c i a n  Pye t h a t  " , , . t h e  s c k o l a r 3 s  world 

h a s  n e v e r  heen so i s o l a t e d  fro& t h e  w o r l d  of a f f a i r s .  a s  many 

l a y m e n  and acadencics would l i k e  t o  F r e t e n d ,  h i s  s e c u r i t y  h a s  

b e e n  violently shaken by the r e a l i z a t i o n  of how l i t t l e  is  known 

a b o u t  t h e  d y n a m i c s  of  p o l i t i c a l  development a n d  the s i g n i f i c a n c e  

of p o l i t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s , "  {Pye F Verba 1965:s) T h i s  po in t  is o f  

i m p o r t a n c e  when e x a ~ i n i a g  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  c c n c e ~ t u a l .  a ~ p r o a c h e s  

t a k e n  i n  t h e  s t u d i e s  of ~ o i i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  T h a t  they f a i l  t o  

f u l t i l  t h e i r  i n t e n d e d  p u r p o s e  h a s  b e e n  noted b y  A,R- W i l l n e r ,  

who s ta tes ,  v i t h  r e g a r d  to l i t e s a t u r e  o n  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s :  

(1) " T h e r e  a re  major:  g a p s  i n  lgapping  out @ h a t  h a v e  
a l r e a d y  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  s a l i e n t  sectcrs of t h e  
f i e l d  a n d  

(2) A l a t e n t  ethnocentric ism i n  o u r  f o r t a u f a t i o n  tends t o  
d i s t o r t  o u r  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s  of c h a n g e  and 
its d i r e c t  i on ,  

T h i s  b r i n g s  b a c k  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  a developing c o u n t r y  is 

i n  f a c t  d e v e l o p i n g  i f  i ts  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  and ~ o L i t P c a l  

a t t i t u d e s  a r e  n o t  m ~ v i n g  i n  t h e  same d i r e c t i o n  a s  t h o s e  o f  

w e s t e r n  n a t i o n s ,  C u l t u z a l  r e l a t i v i s m  poses t h e  most  d a n g e r o u s  

proklem for social s c i e n t i s t s  i n  that *',,,we are often o b l i y ~ d  
J 



t o  j u d g e  t h e  a c t i o n s  of  members of o t h e r  s o c i e t i e s  by  s t a n d a r d s  

w h i c h  a r e  n o t  theirsn, ( B u l l o c k  a n d  S t a l i j b r a s s  1977:535) T h e  

o b l i g a t i o n  seems to  stem from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the B u r o - A ~ e r i c a n  

c o u n t r i e s  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  f i rs t ,  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  moved r a p i d l y  i n  

terms of t e c h n o l o g y ,  h e a l t h  care, a n d  c o m n u n i c a t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s ,  

h a v e  h a d  t h e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  t o  s u s t a i n  their g r o w t h ,  of 

obtained t h o s e  needed ffonxt the n o w - d e v e l o p i n g  world, and t h a t  

t h e i r  s t a n d a r d  of living is b e t t e r  t h a n  t h a t  of rnost of the 

d e v e l o p i n q  c o u n t r i e s ,  

S c h o l a r s *  attention i n  e x a l a i n i n g  p o l i t i c a l  development: h a s  

g e n e r a l l y  been f o c u s e d  o n  t h o s e  societies g f r c e i v s d  t o  b e  i/' 

H d e v e l a p i a g w  on: f f u n d ~ r d e v e l o p e d n ,  I n  s u c h  cases they Bay measure 

and compre the s t u d y  s u b j e c t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  case of t h e i r  

OWE s t a k l e  a n d  a d v a n c e d  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  so i d e n t i f y  t h e  s t a g e s  cf 

p r o g r e s s  y e t  t o  te r e a c h e d ,  

# h a t  is overlooked is that what h a s  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  West 

t o o k  time; t h a t  while E x o g r e s s  within any s i n g l e   observer*^ l i f e  

may a p p e a r  s m o o t h  a n d  r a p i d  t h e  actual F r o g r e s s  h a s  been ~ u c h  

slower: and  less trouble free, A d v a n c e s  w h i c h  h a v e  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  

t h i s  c e n t u r y  i n  t e c h n o l o g y ,  m e d i c i n e ,   ducati ion a n d  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n - - w h i c h  d i d  n o t  a l w a y s  h a v e  b e n e v o l e n t  c c n E e q u e n c e s  

on t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  c c u n t r i e s - h a v e  c r e a t e d  stresses w i t h i n  t h e  

a d v a n c e d  s t a t e s  ukich may y e t  make f o r  u n f o r e s e e n  r a d i c a l  

changes i n  their p o l i t i c s ,  T h e r e  is  y e t  t h e  ~ o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  a n  

a p p a r e n t l y  necessary a n d  inevitable s t a g e  in the c h a n g e  of 

policicaf d e v e l o p m e n t  may gorce a c o u r s e  which w i l l  lead to 



failure and c o l l a p s e  for  t h e  d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o n s  a n d  t h o s e  s t a t e s  

which t r y  t o  emulate  them, while a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  c o u r s e ,  

p e r c e i v e d  b y  s c h o l a r s  a s  less l i k e l y  t o  s e r v e  t h e  n e e d s  of a 

d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n  ( a s  t h o s e  n e e d s  are  j u d g e d  b y  t h e  s c h o l a r s )  

may Frove e v e n t u a l l y  t o  b e  a siser a n d  p r o g r e s s i v e  c h o i c e ,  T h a t  

c h o i c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  way b e  d e n i e d  t o  t h e  new n a t i o a  b e c a u s e  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  w h i c h  i t  g r o w s  i s  a l r e a d y  c o n t r o l l e d  b y  t h e  

d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o t l s ,  a n d  its i n d e p e n d e n i t  s u r v i v a l  may b e  

c o n d i t i o n a l  upon i t  a c c e p t i n g  a c e r t a i n  amoun t  of d i r e c t i o n ,  

d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  f roan t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  powers ,  As L u c i a n  

54, Eye (1966:10) s a y s :  

"Once w e  recognize t h e  d e m a n d s  and t h e  a t t r a c t i o n s  of 
b o t h  the n a t i o n - s t a t e  systea a n d  t h e  w o r l d  c u l t u r e  we 
c a n  b e g i n  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  basic stresses t h a t  must 
u n d e r l i e  t h e  n a t i c a - b u i l d i n g  process i n  the new 
s ta tes , , ,  t h e r e  i s  a ~iniatum l e v e l  of w h a t  sere o n c e  
w e s t e r n  but a r e  ncw world standards w h i c h  the new s t a t e s  
~ust a c c e p t  i f  t h e y  a r e  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  a w o r l a  of 
independent n a t i o n - s t a t e s .  T h u s  t h e  i n t e r a a t i o n a l  
p o l i t i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  f a s h i o n s  o f  t h e  d a y  set  the 
g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  of d e v e f o p e n t  f o r  t h e  new s ta tes ,  
, , , t h e  d i f f u s i o n  of the world c u l t u r e  can weaken  and 
destroy t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t r a d i t i o n a l  societies, ,, t h e  
c o n s e q u e n c e  of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i a p a c t  h a s  mere o f t e n  
b e e n  c h a o s  a n d  tensiori t h a n  a new o r d e ~ , ~ ~  

As already noted a t  the b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  there is ,, 
4' 

n o  s h o r t a g e  of literature on t h e  t o p i c  cf p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

I n  t h a t  u s e f u l ,  btofk j u s t  c i t e d ,  P y e  (1965) h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  

v a r i o u s  c o n c e p t s  a n d  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  b a s i c  t o  t h e  a ~ g r o a c h e s  

wade t o  t h e  subject hy must cf the w r i t e r s  i n  the f i e l d ,  T h o s e  

concepts are: P o l i t i c a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  a s  t h e  F o l i t i c a l  

P r e ~ e g u i s i t e  of Economic  C e v e l o ~ a e n t ;  P o l i t i c a l  Deve lopreent  a s  

t h e  P o f l t i c s  T y p i c a l  of I n d u s t r i a l  Socie t ies ;  P o l i t i c a l  



D e v e l o p m e n t  a s  P o l i t i c a l  Modesnizat ion; P o l i t i c a l  D e v e l o p ~ e n t  a s  

the O p e r a t i o n  of a Naticu-S t a k e ;  P o l i t i c a l  D e v e l o ~ t u e n t  a s  

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  Legal  D e v e l o ~ m e n t ;  P o l i t i c a l  Deve lopment  a s  

Sass  t Y i o b i l i z a t i o n  a n d  P a f t i c i p a t i o n ;  P o l i t i c a l  Deve lopment  a s  

S t a b i l i t y  and O r d e r l y  Change ;  P o l i t i c a l  Development a s  

B o b i f  i z a t i o n  arid Power; P o l i t i c a l  Development a s  One A s p e c t  of a  

g u l t i - D i m e n s i o n a l  Process of S o c i a l  Change,  Eacb of these is 

u s e f u l ,  i n  o n e  c a s e s t u d y  cr another,  a s  a s k e l e t o n  an  which  t o  

b u i l d  a n  a n a l y s i s  of a  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  e a c h  f o r c e s  a p a r t i c u L a r  

s h a p e  on t h e  whole s t u d y ,  a n d  c o n c l u s i o n s  reached may owe mare 

t o  the v i e w p o i n t  taken t h a n  t o  t h e  a c t u a l  inherent 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  society e x a m i n e d *  Bone c a n  s t a n d  a s  a 

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  political d e v e l o p m e n t ,  Some are p r e r e q u i s i t e s ,  

some a re  sy@ptcras  or  etfects, s o m  a re  just p o i n t s  o f  v i e w ;  a l l  

c a n n o t  be a p p l i e d  t o  e v e r y  c a s e ,  T h e  one gost  u n i v e r s a l  is 

p r o b a b l y  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  o r d e r l y  c h a n g e ,  a s  a E r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  

p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p a e n t  t o  o c c u r ;  a n d  w h i l e  i t  way be o b s e r v e d  

t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  g l a y e d  ia s i g r i f i c a n t  role i n  the p r o c e s s  of 

b u i l d i n g  a nuaber of n a t i o n s ,  i t  s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  such 

r e v o l u t i o n s  were b r e a k s  i n  the course o f  p o l i k i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

T h e s e  b r e a k s  i n  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  slow down o r  h a l t  e c o n o ~ i c  

g r o w t h ,  S t a b i l i t y  of e l i t e  l e a d e r s h i p  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  

d e v e l c p m e n t ,  

Stability i m p l i e s  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  the r u l i n g  regime, a p o i n t  

n o t  made c e n t r a l  t o  any cf t h e  a ~ g r o a c h e s  l i s t e d  by Pye, b u t  a 

r e g i a e  which l a c k s  l e y i t i a a c y  i s  by definition not a c c e p t e d  by  



the p e o p l e  i t  r u l e s ,  a n d  s o  h a s  t o  d i r e c t  r e s o u r c e s  t o  

m a i n t a i n i n g  i t s  c o n t r o l  a n d  p r e v e n t i n g  r e v o l u t i o n ,  S t a b i l i t y  

m a k e s  b o t h  o r d e r l y  c h a n g e  a n d  economic g r o w t h  p o s s i b l e ,  and 

t h e s e  c a n  lead t o  i r aprovements  i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  o f  t h e  

p o p u l a c e ,  a  c o i a m n l y - d e c i a r e d  goal i n  d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s ,  

kluch c o n c e p t u a l  a n a l y s i s  d o n e  f o c u s e s  o n  the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  

democracy ,  t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  power and  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of a v o i c e  f c r  

t h e  p o p u l a c e  i n  political decis ico  pak ing ,  Ronever ,  n o t  a l l  

d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s  e q u a t e  t h e i r  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h  d e m o c r a c y ,  

a l t h o u g h  many, c e r t a i n l y  i n  t h e  PKiddle Zast, d e c l a r ~  . i n  t h e i r  

c o n s t i t u t i o n s  t h e i r  e s p o u s a l  of a soc ia l  d e m c r a t i c  s y s t e m ,  The 

d e m o c r a t i c  p r o c e s s  a d o p t e d  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  match t h e  u s u a l  

American p r e c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  wha t  d e ~ o c r a c y  a e a n s ,  I n  o r d e r  t c  

d e v e l o p ,  s o w  u e s t e r n  c o n c e g t s  cf g o v e r n m e n t  a re  a d o p t e d  a n d  

a d a p t e d  t o  s u i t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m e t h o d s  of g o v e r n i n g .  H i t h  

p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  S a u d i  dratia t h e r e  d e v e l o p e d  a C o u n c i l  

of D e p u t i e s  a n d  l a t e r  a C o u n c i l  cf B i n i ~ t e r s  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  

g o v e r n m e n t  a f f a i r s ,  b o t h  n o d e r n  a n d  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  

J H u n t i n g t o n  ('1965:385) f i n d s  i t  u s e f u l  to a s s o c i a t e  

p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e r t  w i t h  M i a s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  and ~ o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n  i z a t i o a s  and ~ r o c e d u r e s ~ ~  This, however ,  seems L i m i t e d  i n  

that p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and t h e  d e v e  l o p a e n t  of i n s  t i t u t i o n s  

h a v e  t o  b e  e x a m i n e d  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h o s e  o f  the west. I n  @any 

d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e z  t he i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r a l  a t t i t u d e s  are 

c a r r i e d  i n t o  t h e  newly  dormed i n s t i t u t i o n s  which t h e n  p l a y  a  

d i f i e r e n t  role i n  t h e  society. A t  t h e  s a a e  t i o e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  may 



come i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  b e f o r e  the s o c i e t y  h a s  a f u l l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

of its i g ~ o r t a n c e  and  u n d e r l y i n g  goals, This r a i s e s  p r o b l e m s  f o r  

the r e s e a r c h e r  i n  t h a t  c h a n g e  i s  usually measured by hcw a o d e r n  

a g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  beccme a n d  w h e t h e r  i t  c a n  t a k e  its p l a c e  i n  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ,  T h e r e f  o r e ,  a d e g r e e  o f  p f i t i c a l  

s o p  A i s t  i c a t i o n  m u s t  ~ a r a l l e l .  t h e  p r o c e s s  of m o d e r n i a a t  i o n  of 

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  a n d  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

o b l i g a t i o n s .  Ia ctber  words  y o ~ e x n r n e n t s  m u s t  take on a Itlore 

f o r n a l  structure t h a t  is a c c e p t e d  b y  o t h e r  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  be 

responsible t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  laws and  political a g ~ e e a e n t s ,  

U n d e r  the c i r c u w t a n c e s  the a c c o u n t a b i f i t y  i n  external. r e l a t i c n s  

is t a k e n  much more s e r i o u s l y  than i n  in ternal  r ~ l a t i o n s ,  

Zxa!npPes of t h i s  are s e e n  i n  t h e  case of Uganda u n d e r  t h e  rule 

of Idi Arain, I r a n  a n d  t h e  t a k i n g  of d i p l o m a t s  a s  h o s t a g e s ,  a n d ,  

t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ' s  i m ~ l i e d  t h r e a t  t o  P o l a n d ,  p l u s  i t s  r e c e n t  

t a k e  over of A f g h a c i s t a a ,  Sc, t o  b e  modern is to  h a v ~  s i ~ i l a r  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  s o  t h a t  i n t e r a c t i o n  v i t h  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  c a n  take 

p l a c e ,  

H o d e r n i z a  t i o n  --------- 
Edward S h i l r ;  [1968) n o t e s  that these m u s t  e x i s t  a %ifl t o  

b e  ttaodernv and  t h a t  t h e  elite o f  the new n a t i o n s  ~ u s t  n o t  fear  

chaage ,  However c h a n g e  is constant i n  huiean h i s tory  w h e t h e r  i t  

is t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  of new i d e a l s ,  new s k i l l s ,  different l i f e  

styles, o r  t h e  a d c p t i o n  of d i f f e r e n t  m e t h o d s  of g o v e r n i n g -  



f 1 3 0 d e r n i z a t i a n n  a s  a tesm h a s  been u s e d  t o  refer to a 

variety of changing c o n d i t i o n s ,  Scholars such a s  D a v i d  A p t @ r ,  C1 
1 / 

El  B l a c k ,  D, A,  Rus tcw,  aiid S a m u e l  f - l u n t i n g t o n  h a v e  p r o v i d e d v  

e x p l a n a t i o n s  a n d  d e f i n i t i o n s  of t h e  F r o c e s s ,  a p t e r  (3965: 7 )  i n  

h i s  a p p r o a c h  t a k e s  a n o r m a t i v e  vies e q u a t i n g  ~ 3 m ~ d e r n i z a t i o n * ~  a s  

jia special k i n d  a f  h o p e H ,  b u t  a l s o  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  *wits 

c o n s e q u e n c e s  may b e  f r i g h t e n i n g a ,  On the other  h a n d  Black 

(1975:7] sees m o d e r n i z a t i o n  c l o s e l y  P i n k e d  t o  t h e  e v o l u t i ~ n  o f  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h i c h  'I,, , a d a p t  t o  t h e  

r a p i d l y  c h a n g i n g  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  r e f l e c t  the u n p r e c e d e n t e d  

i n c r e a s e  i n  w n S s  k n o w l e d g e ,  p e r r a i t t i n g  c o n t r o l  over h i s  

e n v i r o n n n e n t ,  t h a t  a c c c q a n i e d  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  r e v o l u t i o n , "  Rus tow 

(7967:3) a l s o  f o l l o v s  a n  e n v i r o n ~ e n t a l  a p p r o a c h  i n  s e e k i n g  t o  

d e f i n e  a o d e r n i z a t i o a  a s  the Itwidening c o n t r c l  o v e r  n a t u r e  

through closer c c o p e r a t i o n  alrtong a e n , ' V e  g o e s  o n  to sake a 
/' 

f u r t h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  " t r a n s f o r a s  b o t h  man a n d  

soc ie ty ,  but rnost of a l l  @an's mindw, (Rus tow 1967:3) T h i s  

s e c c n d  p i n t  is  i m ~ c r t a n t  when i i i e w i r g  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  i n  S a u d i  

A r a b i a ,  For the e f f e c t s  of "modernm c h a n g e s  g r e a t l y  i n t e r f e r e  

w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  w a y s  o f  d o i n g  things, v a l u e s  a n d  c u s t o m s ,  

The C o m ~ l e x i t i e s  of D e f i n i t i o n  

S i n c e  many d e f i n i t i o n s  se t  down c o n d i t i o n s  a s  t o  the p a t h  

m d e s n i z a t i o n  h a s  f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  Eore d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  a 

@ajc.r ~ r o b l e i n  arises f o r  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r ,  One of the major 

shor tconi ings  of E l a c k ' s  and  Rustow's d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  



e n v i r o n m e n t a l  a ~ p r a a c h  r a i s e s  a q u e s t i o n  t h a t  w a c d e r n n  man h a s  

t o  think o u t ,  T h a t  i s  whether h e  is i n  fact i a  c o n t r o l  uhea it 

c m e s  t o  t h e  c o m b i n a t i o n  of h i g h  t e c h n o l o g y ,  s c i e n c e  a n d  n a t u r e ,  

However ,  R u s t o w  g o e s  f u r t h a  than B f a c k  when  be  b e g i n s  t o  s p e a k  

of  t h e  p r o c e s s  of m d e . r n i z a t i o n  t r a n s f o r t a i n g  *'ntanas mindvw, This 

p o i n t  b e c o n e s  a n  i ~ p o r t a a t  t h e ~ e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  The 

a t t i t u d e  towards 3 * ~ o d e r n i z a t i o r ; w  i n  t h e  A r a b  world h a s  b e e n  

e x t e n s i v e l y  s t u d i e d  by Raphael P a t a i ,  a n  a n t h r o p o L o g i s t .  I n  h i +  

work ,  T_hs Arab B i n d ,  s eve r a l  k e y  p o i n t s  a re  raised a b o u t  t h e  

Aral! response to m o d e r n i z a t i o n -  One s u c h  is a quote . f r o &  S a n i a  

Raaady w h i c h  s a p s  o f  t h e  Arab: 

t*tIe a t t r i b u t e s  t h e  ills of his s o c i e t y ,  h i s   ist takes a n d  
f a i l o r e s  e i t h e r  t o  fate,  t o  the d e v i l ,  or t o  
i m p e s i a l i s a .  P h e a e v e r  h e  is b l a m e d  f o r  p a s s i v i t y  o r  
c o r r u p t i o n ,  t h e  a n s w e r  to  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n  is t h a t  h e  is 
f o r c e d  by  a n  u a c o n t r o l l a b l e  f a c t o r  abou t  n h i c h  h e  c a n  do  
n o t h i n g .  T h i s  ref usai  t a  assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  
i s s u e s  of h i s  l i f e  a n d  e n v i r c n m e n t  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  Arab's 
weakness a n d  e n c o u r a g e s  C i s  s u r r e n d e r ,  a s  i f  Eatc were 
bound  t o  a c t  a g a i n s t  his and n o t  f o r  him, ( P a t a i  
397 3: 153)  fl 

P h i s  i s  a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  s t a t e m e n t  r e g a r d i n g  A r a b  t h i n k i n g  w h i c h  

h a s  b e e n  r e f l e c t e d  a s  p a r t  of t h e  iffigact K i n g  A k d u l  Ibn Saud 

A z i z  had t o  face u h e c  a t t e f f i p t i n g  t o  modernize h i s  p e o p l e  a r o u n d  

193 9, P a t a i  (3973: 154)  c o n t e n d s :  

" t h a t  under t r a d i t i o n a l  f slam, e f tc r t s  a t  human 
i m ~ r o v e m e n t  h a v e  ~ a r e l y  t r a n s c e n d e d  i n e f f e c t u a l i t y =  I n  
g e n e r a l  t h e  A r a b  mind, d o m i n a t e d  by Islam, h a s  been b e n t  
nore cn p r e s e r v i n g  t h a n  i n n o v a t i n g ,  o n  a t a i n t a i n i n g  t h a n  
i m p r o v i u y ,  o n  c o n t r n u i n g  t h a n  initiating, I n  this 
a t m o s p h e r e ,  w h a t e v e r  i n d i v i d u a l  spirit of r e s e a r c h  and 
inquiry existed in  the great age of medieval Arab 
culture b e c a m e  g r a d u a l l y  s t i f l e d ;  b y  the f i f t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  Arab i n t e l l e c t u a l  c u r i o s i t y  was f ask as lee^, Xt 
was t o  r e ~ a i n  i n e r t  unt iL  awakened f o u r  c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r  
ky an  importunate Yest knocking on i t s  doors,R 



B o t h  TIanady a n d  F a t a i  i n  theie: research r a i s e  i n p o r t a n t  facts 

a b o u t  t h e  nature o f  t h e  Arab r h i c h  must be taken i n t o  a c c o u n t  

when s t u d y i n g  hcu t h e y  react t o  and v i e w  modernization- The man 

who f e l t  s a f e  i~ t h e  confines of h i s  t r i b a l  c o m m u n i t y  caa n o  

Lon yer j u s t  relate t o  t h e  s ~ a l l e r  g r o u p -  He is  e n c o u r a g e d  by t h e  

l e a d e r s  of  t h e  n e w l y  f o r ~ e d  s t a t e  t o  t a k e  e ~ ~ l c y l a e n t ,  e d u c a t e  

h i s  children, live i n  a h o u s e ,  a n d  r e l y  on the s t a t e  t o  fulfil 

many of t h e  aspects of his life t h a t  u s e d  t o  b e  looked a f t e r  ky 

t h e  t r i b a l  u n i t ,  H i s  w o r l d  c h a n g e s  completely a r o u n d  h i m  and 

t h e r e  is no  t a r a i n g  back, H e  a u t o ~ a t i c a l f p  b e c o l n e s  p a r t  of t h e  

p r o c e s s  of change, H e  a o ~  b a s  a r a d i o ,  t e l e v i s i o n ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  a 

car and i s  i n f l u e n c e d  by w h a t  h e  sees, a n d  how h e  is e x ~ e c t e d  t o  

r e g u l a t e  his life i n  a c c o r d a n c e  with a new set  of r e g u l a t i o n s  

i m p l e l a e n t e d  by  h i s  government, He a d o p t s  w e s t e r n  c l o t h i n g  and 

westera f o o d s ,  T h e r e  is a ~ o v e  away  f r o m  the extended f a m i l y  t o  

the western s t y l e  nuclear f a m i f  y life, W i t h  this t h e r e  a r i s e s  a 

n e e d  for t h e  g o v e r c m e n t  to s u p p l y  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t c  

cope w i t h  t h e  c i t i z e n t s  needs which c a n  no l o n g e r  b e  met b y  t h e  

previously existing t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e  style, Tbus, t o  embark on 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n s  h a s  come to  h e  s y n o n y a o u s  with "to westeraize*,  A 

h i g h  degree of value t r a n s f e r  t a k e s  glace i n  t h e  i m i t a t i o n  of 

t h e  w e s t e r n l i f e s t y l e  a n d  with a l l  t h a t  it e n t a i l s ,  T h a t  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  i m ~ l i e s  w e e t e r n i z a t i o n  i n  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b l e ,  

a l t h o u g h  it is n o t  inevitable, T h e  b a s e  definition o f  modern ie 

**of t h e  present a n d  r e c e n t  times, n e w - f a s h i o n e d "  ( C x f o r d  

Dictionary, 1 9 6 9 ) ,  a n d  the easiest way t o   eel a challenge is t o  



i m i  t a t @  those who h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  c o p e d  v i t h  t h a t  c h a l l e n g e ,  

Sa raue l  P1 H u n t i n g t o n  examines p o l i t i c a l  development a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  d e c a y  with r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  
-LA 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  I t  i s  a r g u e d  by I iur t in j ton  t h a t  t h e  process o f  

r a p i d  ~odemization leads t o  i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of institutions and 

t h e r e f o r e  is ~ o l i t i c a i  decay .  If a d e v e l o p i n g  s o c i e t y  is 

e x p e r i e n c i n g  r a p i d  soc ia l ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e  t h e r e  

a re  bound t o  be p r s k l e a s .  There w i l l  be  t h o s e  in t h e  s o c i e t y  who 

are  c a u g h t  between t h e  new and  t b e  old ways  a n d  those who a r e  

t o o  old to  change f r o m  the c l d  nays; hence c o n f l i c t  d e v e l o p s  

c r e a t i n g  a sense cf lcss of d i r e c t i o n ,  I n  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  h e  

makes t h e  k e y  p o i n t  r e l a t i n g  t h e  b r c a d  a n d  a m c r ~ h o u s  idea  of 

~ o d e r n i z a t i a n  t o  p o l i t i c s :  "f o d e r n i z a t i o n  a f f e c t s  a l l  s e g ~ e n t s  

of society; its ~ o f i t i c a l  a s p e c t s  c o n s t i t u t e  ~ o l i t i c a l  

I t  is  t h e  c o n t e n t i c n  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  t h a t  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  and  

p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p a e n t  c a n n o t  be s e p a r a t e d ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  d e g r e e  

to which a d e v e l o p i n g  country is able t o  change is d e p e n d e n t  on 

how #ell t h e  elite o r  those i n  gower are  a b l e  to b r i n g  a b o u t  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  e c o n o a i c  and p o i i t i c a  l change, 

I n  t h i s  crha~ter t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on e l i te ,  p o l i t i c a l  

d e v e l c p m e n t  a n d  w o d e r n i z a t i o n  h a s  been examined, I t  was a l s o  

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a number o f  c o n c e p t s  i n  t h e s e  three .areas do 

n o t  a d e q u a t e l y  e x p l a i n  t h e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  of a t h e o c r a t i c  

t r a d i t i o n a l - ~ o d e r n  s o c i e t y  like the S a u d i  Arabian,  The 

e l i t e - - w h e t h e r  they are ~ o l i t i c a l ,  e c o n o ~ i c ,  o r  soc ia l - -a l l  





H H i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  d a d  i a i l u r c s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
patterns o f  movement and cnange a r e  t h e  e r rors  we t r y  t o  
correct t h r o u g h  constant r e s e a r c h  a n d  a n a l y ~ i s .  Our 
t h o u g h t s  about new n a t i c n s  need n o t  b e  b a s e d  o n l y  on 
superficial k r c w l e d g e  a n y  more t h a n  we n e e d  r e a m i n  
e t h n o c e n t r i c  i n  o u r  views. What  i s  required is a new 
kimd of knowledge t o  describe connect ions  b e t n e e n  e v e n t s  
different from t h o s e  t o  w h i c h  w e  are accusto~ed,~ 

Hany respected scbcfars  recognize t h e  problems faced in 

a n a l y z i n g  what  i s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  d e v e l o ~ i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  But 

there  ~ u s t  be a p o i n t  w h e r e  i d e a l i s t i c  theorization of w h a t  

shou ld  take  lace is weighed a g a i n s t  t h e  r ea l i ty  of what is 
/ 

t a k i n g  place, and  students of ~ofitical science m u s t  be c a u t i o u s  /' 

to  d e r i v e  t h e c r i e s  from t h e  examinations of cases, zather t h a n  

t o  make  t h e i r  studies f i t  t h e  t h e o r i e s  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t e d ,  



CHAPTER THREE 

HISTOBICAL BACRGBOUND OF SAUDI A R A B I A  

T h e r e  c a n  b e  n o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  a s o c i e t y  w i t h o u t  a n  

e x a m i n a t i o n  of i t s  R i s t o r i c a l  d e v e i o p m e n t ,  S o c i e t i e s  arE c o m ~ l e x  

a s  are t h e  many f a c t o r s  which a f f e c t  t h e i r  growth, For t h e  Arab 

world the s i n g l e  most i ~ p o r t a n t  fac tor  i s  t h e  role o f  Islam and 

the part it has p l a y e d  i n  t h e  ~ o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  

Riddle East, In t h e  s e v e n t h  century of t h e  C h r i s t i a n  era, Tslam 

b e g a n  t o  change t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  p o p &  i n  the A r a b i a n  peninsula 

a n d  t h e i r  v i e w  of t h e  w o r l d  around them,  Islam ~ r o r r i d e d  the 

b a s i s  o f  u n i t y  and  c o n s e l i d a t i o n  a n d  a set of r e l i g i o u s  

g u i 3 ~ l i n e s  Esr t h e  f a i t h f u l  t o  f o l l o w ,  

" g i t h o u t  a t t e m p t i n g  a ccaprehensive d e f i r k t i o c  of  
p o l i t i c s  w i t h i n  a n  Islamic o r d e r ,  we c a n  asser t  t h a t  the 
cr i t i ca l  foc i  o f  any s e r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  would  
be t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  3 )  the r e l i g i o u s  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e ;  2) a p p r o p r i a t e  s o u f c e s  o f  p u b l i c  law; 
3) acceptable forms ~f g o v e r n a e n t ;  43 t h e  r o l e  of 
r e l i g i o u s  s p e c i a l i s t s  i n  ~ o i i t i c s ;  5) t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  of Musl im ~ o l i d a r i t y . . ~ ~  (Humphreys 1979:&) 

T h e s e  f i v e  points h e l p  to  identify a c o n c e p t u a l  framework by 

w h i c h  the c l o s e  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  p o l i t i c s  a n d  r e l i g i o n  can ke 

a n a l y s e d ,  The f i f t h  ~ o i n t  h a s  b e e n  p a r a m o u n t  since t h e  i n c e p t i o o  

of Islam, So i n s p i r e d  were these ~ e o p l e  by t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  t h e  

Prophet Muhammad, t h a t  t h e y  began to b u i l d  a n  Arab  Mus3i.m 

empire, T h a t  e ~ ~ i r e  s~read across Worth  Africa and i n t o  S p a i n  

and to the e a s t  a s  Par a s  C h i n a ,  a n d  l a s t e d  until t h e  f i f t e e n t h  



c e u t u r y  when i t  l o s t  its momentum, S i n c e  t h e n  t h e r e  h a v e  been 

many a t t s n p t s  t o  r e v i v e  the Pslamrc s p i r i t ,  to  b u i l d  a new s t a t e  

based o n  s u c h  a r e v i v a l ,  a n d  t o  try t o  p u r i f y  Islam, w h i c h  h a v e  

had a t a r  r e a c h i n g  ef fec t ,  Cne s u c h  a t t e ~ p t  11tot u n l i k e  the 

b e g i n n i n g  of I s l a&)  t o o k  place i n  Arabia in 3744 a n d  o n  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  of t h a t  t h e  new S a u d i  A r a b i a n  s t a l e  w a s  built, 

T h i s  c h a p t e r ,  ky v i r t u e  of i ts  s i z e ,  c a n n o t  do j n s l i c e  t o  a 

c o m ~ l e t e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  Islam, Rhat i s  s o u g h t  h e r e  are  

t h e  ~ a i n  historical f a c t o r s  a n d  incidents which  h a v e  g i v e n  

d i r e c t i o n  to the ~ c l i t i c a l  development o f  S a u d i  Arabia,- 

T h e  chapter i s  d i v i d e d  i n t c  two par t s ,  T h e  f i r s t  p a r t  deals 

w i t h  A r a b i a  b e f c r e  t h e  rise t o  power  o f  Abdul  Bziz 3bn S a u d ,  t h e  

f i r s t  King of S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  Here we b e g i n  b y  e x a m i n i n g  t h e  

peculiar place of p o l i t i c s  i n  Isfarn, The Qur'an, t h e  h o l y  book 

of I s f a a ,  is the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  b a s i s  for t h e  Saudi S t a t e  just 

as t h e  SIX~, t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  f u n d a m e n t a l  laws of Islam, 

p r o v i d e  a b r o a d  f r a m e w o r k  and descri~tian f c r  i t s  laws, T h e  

whole f o u n d a t i o ~  o f  t h e  stake e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  Islam, T h e r e f o r e ,  

i t  becomes n e c e s s a r y  t o  briefly e x a m i n e  the h i s t o r i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of T s l a ~  itselt i a  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p r e s e n t -  

d a y  Ri~gdom a n d  its p o l i t i c s .  As p a r t  of this t h e  Wahha&h 

Rovement a n d  t h e  Z k h u a n  p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  role i n  the way IDn 

Saud %as able to rise ,to Fower  a n d  unite some f o r t y .  B e d o u i n  

t r i b e s  i n t o  a nation, T r i b a l  p o l i t i c s ,  a n d  i n t r i g u e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  

warlike manner were n o t  e a s y  t o  b r i n y  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of one 

man, I n  this s e c t i o n  we s h a l l  a l s o  examine t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u ~ e  



o f  t h e  r e l a k i o n s h i g  b e t w e e n  the B e d o u i n ,  t h e   illa age a n d  t h e  

town Arabs, f t  is h e r e  t h a t  one can b e g i n  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

c o m p l e x i t i e s  of desert  life i n  A r a b i a ,  

The second part  of this c h a p t e r  deals with  f b n  S a u d f s  r i se  

to power, H e  was a lfian who h a d  a v i s i o n  f o r  h i s  ~ e c p l e ;  he  was 

an astute p o l i t i c i a n  who l e a r n e d  laany l e s s c n s  f r o m  t h f  Bedouin 

a n d  h i s  very gocd f r i e n d  Bubarak A i  Sabbah,  a h a l f - b r c t h e r  t o  

t h e  ruler o f  Kuwait, ft was from t h i s  c o n t a c t  t t a t  youag Ibn 

S a u d  was drawn into ,, a vorld of g o l ~ t i c a l  i n t r i g u e  on a f a r  

g r e a t e r  scale t h a n  that of A r a b  t r i b a l  r iva l r i es , ' !  (Van Der 

H e u l e n  7357:YY) T h e  p a t h  t o  l e a d e r s h i p  was n o t  a n  e a s y  one: t h e  

o p p o s i t i o n  of sogle tribes h e  o v e r c a m e  i n  b a t t l e ,  t h e  support of 

others  h e  reinfcscod b y  m a r r i a g e s ,  and when h e  h a d  g a i n e d  the 

support of a o s t  of t h e  A r a b  t r i b e s  he f o u n d  b e  h a d  t o  f i g h t  the 

O t t o m a n  Empire, T h e  O t t o m a n s  h a d  c o n t f o l  of auch of t h e  n o r t h e r n  

p a r t  of the R r a b i a n  p e a i n s u l a  and of t h e  E a s t e r n  P r o v i n c e ,  a n d  

h a d  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  Hejaz, i o c a t i c n  of the hcfy cities o f  Recca 

a n d  Medina,  Be made every e f f o r t  t o  make u s e  o f  a l l  t b e  

a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  a t  h a n d  i n c l u d i  ag deseioping the I khwag 

movenent, T h e  Ikhuan  movement,  a n  Islamic b r o t h e r h o o d  v i t h  

m e m b e r s h i p  d r a ~ n  f r c ~  warlike B e d o u i n  t s i b e s ,  was set  u~ to  b e  a 

dependable a r m y  when i t  was required t o  f i g h t ,  However ,  v i t h  t h e  

a d v e n t  of the F i r s t  World g a r  I b n  Saud nas t o  h a v e  n o r e . p r o b l e ~ s  

w i t h  t h e  Ot toaans ,  t h e  Bsxtish and even the Germans  who had 

i n t e r e s t s  i n  the area, 



This c h a p t e r  d o e s  net y o  into t h e  h i s t o r y  of S a u d i  Asabia 

d u r i n g  t h e  Second Y o r f d  Rar b e c a u s e  Qy t h a t  time ~ a u d i  Arabia 

h a d  b e e n  recognized a s  a n a t i o n  and t h e  S a u d i  royal f a m i l y  were 

in  control. It i s  t h e  i n t e n t  c f  this c h a p t e r  t o  g i v e  a b r i e f  

h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  a s  b a c k g r o u n d  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  n e w i y - f a m e d  n a t i o n ,  

A )  T h e  P l a c e  of Politics i n  Islaw: 

In a t t e m p t i n g  aay  analysis o f  S a u d i  Arabia i t  is n e c e s s a r y  

t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  nature of political o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  existed i a  

t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  of IsPam and, w i t h i n  t h e  territory which now 

f o r m s  S a u d i  Arakia ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  p s i o r  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i c n  ok t h e  

Kingdom, This w i l l  glace i n  perspective the changes  which 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  o c c u r r e d  a n d  t h e  way i n  w h i c h  s u c h  c h a n g e s  

t r a n s f o r m e d  t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a h  l i f e  of t h e  ccuntry, 

A s  p r e v i o u s l y  e o t e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  and d e c l a r e d  a s  b a s i c  

t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of Islam b y  the v a r i o u s  c o m m e n t a t o r s ,  

p o l i t i c s  a n d  r e l i g i c n  are  i n e x t r i c a b l y  i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h i n  I s l a a ,  

f o r m i n g  p a r t  of a  u c i f i ~ d  w o r l d - v i e w , i  Tn their d i s c u s s i o n  of 

t h i s ,  S c h a c h t  a n d  E c s w o r t h  ~ o i n t  o u t  t h a t :  

T h e  hasis cf t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  %as the * u r n m a ,  
the * c o m m u n i t y * ,  a n  a s s e ~ b l a g e  of i n d i v i d u a l s  bound  t o  
one a n o t h e f  by ties of r e l i g i o n -  B i t f l i n  t h e  * u ~ % a *  a l l  
were o n  a n  e q u a l  f o o t i n g ,  T h e r e  were n o  distinctions of ------- ----------c 

1 f o r  Bore d e t a i l s  see: B, E a p l e f  Oli'inder, S f f ;  S c h a c h t  & 
B o s u o r t h ,  155ff E 40Yff; Hatt ,  @-&dm& l ? p i t & s p &  TTJqmq&;, 1968, 



sank . ,  only of f usLction, God a l o n c  was t h e  h ~ a d  of the 
ccmmunity, a n d  R i s  rule was d e i i o e d  aad s e c u r e d  ky a 
camnun a c c e p t a n c e  of ,  a n d  a common s u b m i s s i o n  t o ,  t h e  
divine l a s s  a n d  t h e  k e a p o r a d .  h e a d  of the communi ty .  
O b e d i e n c e  t o  r u l e r s  was l a i d  down in the Koran in t h e  
~ h r a s e  '0 true k e l i e v e r ,  o b e y  God, a n d  obey t h e  P r c ~ h e t  
aucl t h o s e  who a r e  i n  a u t h o r i t y  among (E ichach t  and  
B o s u o r t h  1974: 405) 

1% is i n  t h a t  Q u r ' a n i c  i n j u n c t i o n  t h a t  one c a n  see t h a t  t h e  

b e l i e v e r  a a d  t h e  c o a m u n i t y  owe first loyalty to  God a n d  n o t  t o  a 

t e r r i t o r i a l l y - d e f  i n ~ d ,  s e c u l a r ,  s ta te ,  T h e  Qur 'an c o n t a i n e d  a 

s e t  of  guidelines f o r  civil i n t e r a c t i o n  s u c h  t h a t  it c o u l d  

suffice a s  the c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  l e g a l  code f o r  the w o r l d l y  a s  

well, a s  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  i i t e  af its b e l i e v e r s ,  That s e r v e d  a s  a 

check on the a u t h o r i t y  of those i n  power,. The  word of God, w h i c h  

i s  the d i v i n e  law r e v e a l e d  t h r c u g h  t h e  P r o p h e t  Huharrntad, i s  

p a r a m o u n t  In t h e  l i f e  o t  every Nus l im ,  Such a claim is n o t  

w i t h o u t  i ts own p r o b l e m s ,  X t  was r e c o g n i z e d  e a r l y  i n  t h e  s p r e a d  

o f  P s l a m  that t h i s  c o u l d  c a u s e  p r o b l e i a s  i f  c c n f l i c t  arose 

b e t s e e n  H u s l i a s *  c c n c ~ ~ t i o n s  of divine i n s t f u c t i o n s  a n d  t h e  

o r d e r s  of n t e n p o s a l  r u l e r .  T h e  Uaayyad  rulers argued  t h a t ,  

since t h e y  were i n  a g o s i t i . c n  t o  r u l e ,  t h e i r  r u l e  h a d  b e e n  

y r a a t e d  by God, a n d  a n y c n e  who c h a l l e n g e d  their position was 

a l s o  c h a l l e n g i n g  God, T h i s  a t t i t u d e  raised o ~ ; p o s i t i o n  a n d  the 

a r g u m e n t  was ra ised  t h a t  ''.,, man h a d  p o u e r  o v e r  a g a i n s t  God, 

a n d  t h a t  h e  was n o t  o b l i g e d  t o  o b e y  a r u l e r  who h i a s e l f  had 

d i s o b e y e d  God's c o ~ r a a n d s  a n d  r u l e d  u n j u s t l y ,  ii (Watt 1968: 158) 

Mot o n l y  uere thefe c o n f l i c t s  o v e r  t h e  s o u r c e  power of t h e  

r u f  ers b u t  t h e r e  were d i s p u t e s  a s  t o  w h e t h e r  t h e  Z ~ a m - k e  s h o u l d  

be e i e c t e d  o r  h e r e d i t a r y ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  or  how t o  r e m o v e  a n  



i n c u m b e n t  J & a ~ z  from FoiJer,  One or t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of t h i s  

problem was t h e  c o r i f l i c t s  which  took p l a c e  b e t w e e n  the 

a n d  t h e  Shi'is-3 T h e  d e e ~ e r  p r o b l e m  which  i n c r e a s e d  t e n s i o n s  was  

t h e  i n t e r p ~ e t a t i o n  cf w h a t  was s t a t e d  i n  the Q u r i a n ;  f o r  a l l  t h e  

a r y u s e n t s  which arcse between t b e  S u n n i ~  a n d  t h e  Shi'is t h e y  

b o t h  c la imed t o  h a v e  s u ~ p r t  from the Qur9an, This d i v i s i o n  of 

v i e w  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  lmqm h a s  b e e n  e x a m i n e d  b y  many e a r l y  X s l a ~ i c  

s c h o l a r s  who h a v e  a l s o  d i s a g r e e d  o r  p r o p o s e d  c o n c e p t s  of w h a t  

they fee l  t h e  sole of % h e  Imrn s h o u l d  be. T h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e ,  

h o w e v e r ,  a p p e a r s  always t o  h a v e  b e e n  t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e . c o m m u n i t y  

o f  t e l i e v e s r s ,  t h e  w c r l d  of Islam, f o r m e d  o m  p o l i t i c a l  e n t i t y  

w i t h  t h e  f ~ a m  a s  t h e  t e m p o r a l  head ,  One e a f l y  Musl im p o l i t i c a l  

writer ",,. i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  s t a t e ,  w h i c h  h a d  i ts o r i g i n  ia d i v i n e  

o r d i n a n c e ,  w i t h  t h e  ru ler ,  who is p l a c e d  k c t w e e n  God a n d  t h e  

p e o p l e .  ** fSchacht  & E c s v o r t h  l974:Q 10) A n o t h e r ,  Al - f lawardi  {dl, 

1058 A - D , ) ,  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a work c a l l e d  t h e  a P r i n c i p l e s  of 

G o v e r n m e n t *  ; t h i s  work was a c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  Sunnis as  the i d e a l  

form of g o v e r n a e n t  t o  be a in led  at- *Vthe q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  h e  l a y s  

--- -- ------------- * 
2 Imam: " l e a d e r  of t h e  f a i t h f u l f l ,  o r i g i n a l 1  y, s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r ,  
a n d  s o ,  same a s  Caliph, To t h e  SI~I~, r e q u i r e d  t o  h a v e  s a i n t l y  
o r  h e r o i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

3 T h e  b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  SunnP  a n d  S h i 8 i  a re  d i s c u s s e d  b y  
Rogers, "Sunn i :  O r t h o d o x  Islam, b a s i n g  i ts  t e a c h i n g  upon t h e  
K o r a n  a n d  its i n t e r ~ r e t a t i o n ,  H a d l t h ,  t r a d i t i o n s  r e p u  t a b f y  
a s s o c i a t e d  v i t h  Ruhammad h i m s e l f ,  a n d  t h e  t e a c h i n g  of. t h e  four 
o r t h o d o x  Schools o f  Law, Shi'i: A g e n e r a l  term f o r  t h e  sects 
who, a g a i n s t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  o r t h o d o x  view, i n s i s t e d  upon t h e  
r e c o g n i t i o r r  of A l i  as t h e  l e g x t i r a a t e  successor ( C a l i p h )  t o  
Huhammad, T h e y  e x a l t e d  the s p i r i t u a l  a n d  moral q u a l i t i e s  of 
t h e i r  9 2 ~ s  a n d  r e j e c t e d  t h e  claincs of t h e  ffriiaypads t o  power,'* 
( R o g e r s  1976:148) 



d u w n  for the o f f i c e  o t  _Imam are  m e m h e f s h i p  of t h e  Q u r a y s h  { t h e  

tribe of  the P r o p h e t ) ,  male sex, f u l l  age, good  c h a r a c t e r ,  

freedom f row p h y s i c a l  o r  mental d e f e c t s ,  c o m p e t e n c y  i n  l e g a l  

knowledge, a d r n i n i s t r a  t i v e  a k i l i t y ,  a n d  courage aed  e n e r g y  in the 

d e f e n c e  o f  Islaraic t e r r i t o r y , "  ( S c h a c h t  E B o s w o r t h  l97Y:Q 11-12) 

Also, t h o s e  who would elect t h e  a had to be  of 

J i r r e p r o a c h a b l e  c h a r a c t e r *  and p o s s e s s  enough k n c w l e d g e  i n  o r d e r  

to v o t e  f o r  the fmam, A g a p  had d e v e l o p e d  b e t v e e n  

r e l i g i o u s - p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r y  a n d  iaundane  r e a l i t y  over t h e  

organizatiao of t h e  f s iamic  s ta te ,  Along with t h i s  there was 

also a growth of a number  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  kingdoms w h i c h  came 

i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  These d i v i s i o n s  m u l t i p l i e d  and b y  the f i f t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  t h e  Islamic e m p i r e  h a d  l o s t  its drive, power ,  and 

i n f f u e a c e  i n  the t h e n  k n ~ w n  wor ld ,  The Q u f l a n i c  g r o u n d - r u l e s  f o r  

s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  being o r i g i n a l l y  based, i n  p a r t ,  on t h e  

t r i b a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of the A r a b s ,  r e g a i n e d  e f f e c t i v e  w i t h i r .  

smaller p o l i t i c a l  subdivisions, t h e  t r i b e s  and v i l l a g e s  o f  the 

Islamic w o r l d ,  w i t h  only minor depa r tu re s  from t h e  purity of the 

r e v e a l e d  word, 

B) The S o c i a l  S t r u c t u r e  of the A r a b i a n  S o c i e t y  

H a v i n g  e x a m i n e d  b r i e f  f y  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of pal. i t ics  t o  

I s l a m  i t  is now n e c e s s a r y  tc look a t  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  

Bra.$ian s o c i e t y . ,  S t  i s  here t h a t  t h e  linkages can b e  f o u n d  w h i c h  

made. i t  p o s s i t l e  f a r  A r a b i a  to d e v e l o p  kroia a c s l f s c t i o n  of 

tribes, c o - o p e r a t i n g  rare fy  a n d  r e f  u c t a n t l y ,  t o  a n a t i o n  ncu 



r 

p l a y i n g  a n  i ~ p o r t a a t  role i a  wos id  a f f a i r s ,  T h e s e  l i n k a g e s  

relate t o  t h e  c r i t i c a l  f o c i  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  c i t e d  f r o m  Humphreys ,  

and a re  m o s t  c l e a r l y  t o  be s e e n  i n  t h e i r  kasic form w i t h i c  t h e  

nomadic B e d o u i n  tribe, The p o l i t i c a l  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

structure of t h e  t r i b e  r e p l i c a t e s  i t se l f  i n  t h e  p c l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  

of the v i l l a g e s  aad t o w n s ,  What a l s o  needs t o  b e  n n d e r s t o o d  are  

t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i ~ s  between t h e  Bedouin i -e .  the nomads, 

and  b e t w e e n  t h e m  a n d  t b e  v i l l a g e s  a n d  t h e  touns, # h o  a r e  t h e  

e l i t e  i n  t h e s e  s o c i a l  u n i t e ,  w h a t  h a v e  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  soles 

k e e n  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  country? I t  is i n  these social 

g r o u p i n g s  t h a t  t h e  socia 1 s t r u c t u r e  r e f l e c t s  its values, i d e a l s ,  

a n d  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  Islam p l a y s  an i m p o r t a n t  part i n  the l i f e  of 

the p e o p l e ,  The avowed p r i n c i p l f s  a n d  s o c i e t a l  norms of t h e  

s o c i e t y  d e f i n e  t h e  limits cf choice a n d  d e g r e e  o f  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  

o f  its l e a d e r s ,  

Ruaphrey's f i v e  p c i n t s   sov vide n f r a m e w o r k  w i t b i n  which 

t h o s e  p r i n c i p l e s  and norms c a n  be e x a ~ i n e d ,  fn the f i r s t  

f l o s t e r i n g  o f  t h e  Islamic empire the re  k e r e  two classes o f  

cit i z e n s b i p ,  w i t h  non-PI usl i~s  e x c l u d e d  f so18 ~ o l i t i c a i  

i n v o l v e m e n t  a n d  s u b j e c t e d  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  taxation. Hodern 

states d e c l a r i n g  t h e i r  IsPamic base similarly exclude i n f i d e l s  

from p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  p o i i t i c a f  p r o c e s s ,  Dur i rg  t h a t  first 

g r o w t h  of e m p i r e  a b o d y  of ~ u b l i c  law was developed which #as 

e s s e n t i a l l y  b a s e d  o n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  sayings a n d  

d e e d s  o f  t h e  Prophet, ? h a t  t o d y  of law, c o d i f i e d  a s  the -Ah, 

is viewed bp  modern Islamic states a s  the ~ r i m a r y  b a s i s  sf all 

J 



laws, and by some  as, o f f i c i a l l y ,  all t h a t  can he c o n s i d e r e d  a s  

law, hs t o  f o r a s  of g o v e r s ~ e n t ,  t h e  first fslamic p o l i t i c a l  

c o m m u n i t y  was b o t h  r e f i g i o u s  a n d  civic, h e a d e d  by the P r o p h e t  i n  

whom r e s t e d  a l l  sovereign power,  The d e a t h  o f  fluhammed 

p r e c i p i t d t e d  a p o l i t i c a l  crisis o v e r  s u c c e s s i o n  t o  the s u p r e m e  

t e m p o r a l  l e a d e r s h i p  ~ o s i t  ioz, Hodern Islamic s t a t e s  v a r y  

somewhat in t h e  c o i r i p r o a i s e s  they h a v e  accepted and t h e  

a u t h o r i t i e s  t h e y  d e ~ e n d  upon t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  c h o i c e ,  B u t  the 

most c o n s e r v a t i v e  or f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  s u b s c r i t e  t o  t h e  principle 

of one man exercising a l l  e x e c u t r v e  and j u d i c i a l  d u t i e s  i n  trust 

f o r  and o n  b e h a l f  o f  the e n t i r e  c o a m u n i t y ,  s u b j e c t  t o  a d e g r e e  

o f  c o n s u 2 t a t i o n  w i t h  and  n t c n i t o r i a y  by o t h e r  leaders of and 

s p o k e s s e n  f o r  the community.  T h e  v e r y  f a c t  t h a t  Islam h a s  a d u a l  

p o l i t i c a l - r e l i g i o u s  n a t u r e  a a k e s  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of o r t h o d o x y  

i n  political d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  e s s e n t i a l ,  and this n e c e s s i t a t e s  a 

formal i n v o l v e m e n t  of the U l a ~ a ,  the r e l i g i o u s  scholars, i n  t h e  

j u d i c i a l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f u n c t i o n i ~ g  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  S i n c e  

I s l a n  presuaes one c o m m u n i t y  o f  b e l i e v e r s ,  s e p a r a t e  n a t i o n a l  

i d e u t i t i e s  are, theoretically s p e a k i n g ,  t e ~ p o r a r y  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

i n c o n v e n i e n c e s ,  a n d  refat ions  b e t w e e n  Xslamic s t a t e s  s h o u l d  

d e ~ o n s t r d t e ,  on p o l i c y  fiiatters, the idea of p a n - I s l a m i c  

b r o t h e r h o o d ,  

fbn S a u d ,  an a d h e r e n t  of a most conservative a u d  

f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  view o f  X s i a ~ ,  i n s p i r e d  t o  u n i t e  Arab ia  into a n  

independent n a t i o n ,  a n d  drew his s u p g a r t  f r o m  t h o s e  who s h a r e d  

h i s  w o r l d - v i e w ,  n a m ~ f  y, t h e  Bedouin ,  T h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  



c f i a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  Bedctn ins  wem t h u s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  the 

S a u d i  State, With these  p o i n t s  i n  mind this s e c t i c n  w i l l .  e x p l o r e  

the n o m a d i c  t r i b a l  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  i t s  i n t e r r e i a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  

villages a n d  towns ,  It is here t h a t  one finds a d i s t i n c t  

h i e r a r c h y  of  leaders hi^, o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  t h a t  exist i n  t h e s e  

social g r o u p s ,  a n d  the c r i t e r i a  of i n d i v i d u a l  s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  

(a) The Bedouin .D 

T h e  d i s c u s s i c n  of  the s o c i a l  s f r u c t c r e   ill begin w i t h  t h e  

Bedou in ,  T h e  B e d o u i n  i s  descrik~d by R o g e r s  (1975:340). as: 

* * P a s t o r a l  nomads t r i b a l l y  o z g a n i z e d ,  of A r a k i a n  stock, 
m o s t l y  now i n s i d e  Arakia, The nost f a m o u s  of their 
tr ibes,  f roia whofit Fluhammed c l a i a e d  d e s c e n t ,  was t h e  
Q u r a y s h  a t  Hecca who i n  t h e  mid-7th c e n t u r y  tsese 
extensively i n v o l v e d  i n  t r a d e , "  

T h e r e  are two i a t p o r t a u t  points i n  this q u o t a t i o n :  1) descent a n d  

2) trade, These r c m a d s  o f  t h e  Arabian desert d e v e l o p e d  a 

d e f i n i t e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  b a s e d  o n  h i g h  d e s c e n t  often t r a c i n g  

t h e i r  ancestry t o  t h e  p r o p h e t  Mohammed o r  his c o n t e m p o r i e s ,  

L i p s k y  (1959:65-88) g o e s  i n t o  g r e a t  d e t a i l  a b c u t  t h e  soc ia l  

s t r u c t u s e  o f  t h e  B e d o u i n  a n d  p o i n t s  out t h a t  c lass  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

i s  c a r r i e d  cver t o  how t h e  Bedouin ieels a b o u t  t h o s e  sho live i n  

v i l l a g e s  and  towns .  fie also says (1959:02) that * * B e f o r e  S a u d i  

Arakia was brought u n d e f  t h e  s t r o n g  c o n t f o l  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  

r u l i n g  f a m i l y ,  town, v l l l a g e ,  and n c n a d i c  t r i k e  t e n d e d  t o  exist 

a s  q u i t e  s e p a r a t e  a n d  d i s t i n c t i v e  units," T h e  v i l l a g e s  were 

e x y i o i t e d  by t h e  towns a n d  t h e  n o i a a d i c  t r i b e s  a l i k e ,  V i l f a g e r s  

w o r k e d  t h e  l a n d  a n d  g rew v e g e t a b l e s  and g r a i n ,  T h i s  p r o d u c e  w a s  



n e e d e d  by t h e  n o a a d s  dnd t h e  t o w n s f e o p l e  who wou ld  demand taxes  

o r  p r o t e c t i o n  a o n e y ,  a n d  o b t a i n  them i n  k i n d -  Zf p r o t e c t i o n  

money was n o t  p a i d  t h e  nomads would  a t tack ,  T h e s e  n o m a d i c  peop le  

of t h e  d e s e r t  were independent, f i l l e d  w i t h  a r r c g a n c e ,  a n d  were 

n o t  s t rangers  t c  w a r l i k e  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  g a i n  their ends, Even 

among t h o s e  t r i b e s ,  a s t r o n g l y  d e v e l o p e d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u ~ e  

e x i s t e d ,  

T h e  s o c i a l  structure of t h e  B e d o u i n s  i s  n o t  f o u n d e d  on 

similar l i n e s  to that of t h e  kiest, where a great  d e a l  of 

e m p h a s i s  is placed on material wealth a n d  position- As. a e n t i o n e d  

earl ier  in t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  l i n e a g e  is i i a p o r t a a t  to the noraad, a s  

a l s o  is t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  ior w h i c h  t h e  t r i b e  is known, f c r  

e x a m p l e ,  s o w  ncaadic t r i b e s  wou ld  e n g a g e  i n  the r a i s i n g  a n d  

b r e e d i n g  o f  c a ~ e l s  a n d  these t r i b e s  w o u l d  be c o n s i d e r e d  n o b l e ,  

O t h s s  trikes w o u l d  ra ise  s h e e p  a n d  g o a t s ,  which was a s t e p  down 

i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d  a s  a  c o n s e q u e u c e  were o f t e n  f o r c e d  

t o  pay p r o t e c t i o n  money i n  crder t o  a v o i d  b e i n g  a t t a c k e d  b y  t h e  

s t r o n g e r ,  n o b l e  t r i m s ,  A n c t h e r  g r o u p  of interest  a r e  the  

semi -nomads  who make their homes i u  k l a c k  t e n t s  ( t h e  mark o f  the 

nomadic B e d o u i n )  k u t  d o  n o t  t r a v e l  f a r  i n t o  t h e  d e s e r t ,  They 

raise s h e e p  and goats and stay c l o s e  t o  o a s e s  i n  the summer 

m o n t h s .  The semi -nomads  w o u l d  Ce p l a c e d  i n  t h e  l o v e r  class i n  

the desert life f cr t a o  reasons: t h e y  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  o n l y  

z h a I . f - B e d ~ u i n  by t h e  f u l l - b l o o d e d  B e d o u i n ;  a n d ,  a t  soroe p o i a t ,  

they have l o s t  track o f  t h e i r  a n c e s t r y ,  a n d  s o  c a n n o t  p s o a e  

n o b i e  d e s c e n t ,  This g r o u E  d i d  n o t  engage i n  war l ike  a c t i v i t i e s  



b u t  u a s  ~ f t e n  a b l e  t o  d e f e n d  itself ~ r o p e r f y ,  

It i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  no t e  t h a t  t h e  l o s e r  s t r a t a  o f  the d e s e r t  

g r o u p s  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  @ i a c k s m i t h s ,  s w a r d s m i t h s ,  gunsmiths, a n d  

o t h e r  s k i l l e d  t r a d e s m e n  who l i v e  w i t h  noble t r i b e s .  L i p s k y  

(7959)  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  u s u a l l y  of N e g r o i d  b a c k g r o u n d ,  

b e i n g  descendants of Eegro slaves, T h e s e  p e o p l e  a r e  not 

p e r a i t t e d  t o  n ; a r ry  Bedouins, T h e y  l i v e  s e p a r a t e l y  i n  t h e i r  own 

tents, a n d  are n o t  e x p e c t e d  t o  f i g h t  when battles are t a k i u g  

p l a c e ,  Their a n c e s t o r s ,  kho  %ere s l a v e s  t o  w ~ a l t  k y  s h e i k h s ,  were 

of low s o c i a l  status b u t  %ere often i n  p o s i t i o n s  of . i n f l u e n c e  

a n d  were t r e a t e d  l i k e  menabars of t h e  f a m i l y ,  This c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

of their  t r e a t m e n t  p z s i s t s ,  

T h e  f a m i l y  i s  t h e  most i e p c r t a n t  u n i t  i n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

w o r l d ,  a n d  the manner  i n  which a u t h o r i t y  is e x e s c i s e d  ky t h o s e  

who l e a d  t r i b e s ,  v i l l a g e s ,  a n d  t o u n s  is m o d e f l e d  o n  t h e  p a t e r n a l  

governance of t h e  family. The r o l e  t h a t  t h e  f a m i l y  structure of 

I Saud p l a y e d ,  e x t e n d i n g  from t h e  c e n t r e  of p o w e r  t o  v i l l a g e s  

and t o u n s ,  was c r i t i ca l  t o  t h e  f o r i t t a t i o n  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of 

t h e  S a u d i  State. 

(b) V i l l a g e s  

Z i p s k y  (1959) F e i n t s  o u t  t h a t  A r a b i a n  v i f l a g e s  can b e  

d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  g r c u p s ,  t r i t a l  and  n o n t r i h a l ,  The t r i b a l  

v i l l a g e  is p o p u l a t e d  ky m e ~ b e r s  o f  j u s t  one t r i b e  a n d  looks for  

l e a d f r s h i p  to t h e  l e a d i n g  &eilch f a a i l y  of t h e  tribe, It 

provides t h a t  leadership i n  d manner  t h a t  is i u  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  



family h i e r a r c h y ,  The v i l l a g e r s  may b e  s e m i - n o ~ a d s ,  s p e n d i n g  a 

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r  u a o d e r i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  sheep a n d  g o a t s  i n  t h e  
/ 
/' 

g r a z i n g  l a n d s  a n d  s t a y i n g  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  o n l y  at p l a n t i n g  anad 

harvest, O t h e r s  may be  p e r m a u e n t l  y  s e t t l e d  karners ,  pasturing a 

fev a n i m a l s  near the v i l l a g e  c r  hiring s h e p h e r d s  t o  t e n d  t h e i r  

f l o c k s ,  

T h e  n o n t r i b a f  v i l l a g e s  d o  n o t  have  one single t r i t a l  f o c u s  

b u t  a r e  p o p u l a t e d  t y  ~ e o p l e  who, if they trace t h e i r  d e s c e n t ,  

come f r o m  many d i f f e r e n t  a n c e s t r i e s ,  The l e a d e r s h i p  of such a 

v i l l a g e  i s  d r a w n  f r o m  the l e a d i n g  fa~ilies, b u t  t h e  . l a c k  cf 

t r i k a f  l i n k s  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  c u n  a s  a t e r r i t o r i a l  unit 

and n o t  as a Z a n i l y ,  S u c h  v i l l a g e s  g e n e r a P P f  h a v e  a  s e t t l e d  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  o c c a s i c n a l f  g nomad ic ,  b u t  l a r g e l y  i n ~ o l v f d  i n  t h e  

c u l t i v a t i o n  o f  l a n d ,  

W h e t h e r  t l - i b a I  or n o t ,  the v i l l a g e s  have s t r o n g  links t o  

t h e  n o m a d i c  s o c i e t y  of the Eedou in ,  B e i n g  l o c a t e d  a t  p e r a a n e n t  

wates sources the2 a r e  i m p o r t a n t  stops o n  t h e  nomads' a n n u a l  

n i g r a t i c n  r o u t e ,  As a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h e y  are s o u r c e s  of  

f o o d ,  and as  t r a d i n g  c e n t r e s  t h e  v i l l a g e s 1  ~uqz ( m a r k e t  places) 

were s o u r c e s  f o r  a l l  the n o m d s  n e e d e d  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  not ~ a k e  

t h e m s e l v e s ,  S i n c e  t h e  noiuads were i a c l i n e d  f r o n  time t o  ti@@ ta 

raid r a t h e r  than t r a d e  f c r  supplies, the villages were g e n e r a l l y  

l o c a t e d  i n  e a s i l y  d e f e n s i k l e  ~ o s i t i o n a ,  o r  f o r t i f i e d ,  Wovever ,  

s_hg&& of e v e n  lvhc l ly  n c m a d i c  t r i b e s  genera l ly  h a v e  h o u s e s  a n d  

o t h e r  p r o p e r t y  i n t e f e s t s  i n  v i l l a g e s ,  p r o v i d i n g  a p e r m a n e n t  base 

and  a n o n - p o r t a t l e  i a v f s t m e n t  t c r  t h e  f a a i l y  ( t r i b a l )  w e a l t h .  



jc) Towns  

W h i l e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  v i l l a g e  and n o a a d  a r e  g r e a t ,  

still greater  d i f f e r e n c e s  e x i s t  b e t w e e n  town a n d  village, T h e  

t o v n s  were the s e a t s  of t h e  growth of Islamic cu l ture ,  a n d  t h e  

l i f e s t y l e  of  t h e  %owns has remained u r b a n ,  l o o k i n g  t o  the 

villages f o r  just f o o d ,  raw materials,  a n d  t a x e s ,  They 

f u n c t i o n e d  a s  i n d e ~ e n d e n t  c i t y - s t a t e s ,  ruled b y  a n  &ig c r  

sheikh, a n d  holding sway o v e r  t h e  villages i n  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  

t e r r i t o r y .  Where l o c a t i o n  a t  t r a d e - r o u t e  j u ~ z c t i o a s  o r  i n  

proximity to  a v a l u a b l e  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e  b r o u g h t  w e a l t h ,  t h i s  

was e v i d e n c e d  i r  the palaces a n d  n a n s i o n s  of the r u l e r s  a n d  

~ c o n o r a i c  e l i t e ,  1% was i n  t h e  t o w n s  t h a t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of the 

B e s t  was f i r s t  f e l t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of p o l i t i c s .  

C)  The S t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  Early Government  
x 

I t  is l o g i c a l  t o  f x p e c t  t h a t  the r u l e  o f  Ibn  Saud would 

e n c o m p a s s  the s a m e  kind of f u i e  that had gcue on i n  t desert 

for many c e n t u r i e s ,  According t o  Howarth  

t s S u p e s f i c i a f L y ,  his r u l e  was unmixed d e s p t i s m  h u t  i n  
t h e  d e s e r t ,  A r a b  d e s p o t i s a ,  either a t r i b a l  s h e i k ' s  or a 
s u l t a n 1  s was always u n d e r  c o n t r o l ,  simply b e c a u s e  . life 
was s o  c h e a p  a n d  t h e  Arabs  so i n d e p e n d e n t  i n  spirit. A 
b e d c u i n  e x p e c t i ~ a  t h r e e  t h i n g s  of h i s  ruler: t o  keep 
o r d e r  w i t h  a strong haad, t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p o o r  against 
t h e  c a p a c i t y  of t h e  r i c h ,  a n d  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  g r a z i n g  
grouztds a g a i n s t  marauding Tieighbours ,  f f t h e  ruler was 
weak, a n d  a u r d e r s  a n d  r o b b e r i e s  grew common, and t h e  
poor were oppressed and  n e i g h b o u r s  i n v a d e d  t h e  land, the 
p e o ~ f e  m u r d e r e d  t h e  ruler a n d  c h o s e  a n o t h e r  w i t h o u t  a n y  
hesitation; and  i f  t h e  ruler h i ~ s e l f  oppressed t h e  p o o r  
and weak, beyond t h e  l i n i t s  cf o p p r e s s i o n  whicb Here 
r e c o g n i z e d ,  h i s  $ a t e  was j u s t  as swift ,* '  (Howarth  
1964: 115) 



I 
I 

Rcwever  p r i ~ i i t i v e  k h i ~  sysLcm of law a n d  r u l e  nap seem, it 

suited t h e  desert a n d  t h e  s u r v i v a l .  oE t h e  fittest is an 

i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  when h a r s h  g e o g r a ~ h y  must b e  c o n t e n d e d  with, 

K i n g  Ibn Saud e x e x c i s e d  his power t h r o u g h  t h e  t r i b a l  s h e i k h g  

fle3der of the t r i b e )  arid i n  t h e  t o w n s  'the l c c a l  g o v e r n o r s  were 

r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  tbe king, The manner  o f  s e l e c t i o n  of a t r i b a l .  

sheikh c o n t i a u e d  a s  it had been done before, T h e  t r i b e  e lects  ---- 
t h e  s h e i k h  f r o ~  t h e  f ami l i e s ,  H e  is chosen on t h e  b a s i s  of 

q u a l i t i e s  s u c h  a s ;  wisdom, literacy, i n t e g r i t y ,  r e l i g i o u s  

k n o w l e d g e ,  and age,  W e a l t h   fays l i t t l e  o r  n o  p a r t  in the 

c a n d i d a t e ' s  e l i g i b i 3 i t y .  I f  a h e . &  suffers a mental probrera  h e  

c a n  h e  replaced, a n d  another election takes g l a c e  t o  r ep l ace  

h i m ,  All of these  a c t i v i t i e s  are t i e d  t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  cf Islam, 
r 

When a g r o b l e ~  of m a t t e r  arises i n  w h i c h  t h e r e  is n o  d i r e c t i o n  

from t h e  Q u a r a n  or the S h a r l a  ( I s l a m i c  Law) t h e  s h e i k h  works o u t  

a s o l u t i o n ,  i n  c o n s u Z t a t i o a  vith a t r i b a l  c o u n c i l .  

Islamic p r i n c i p l e s  g u i d e  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  a number  o f  ways, 

T h e s e  principles u n i t e  thase who a r e  believers and a s s i s t  t h e m  

i n  w o r k i n g  for a b e t t e r  life i n  t h i s  w o r l d  a n d  the w o r l d  t o  

come, T h r o u g h  Islam, t h e  b e l i e v e r s  can f i n d  g u i d a n c e  i n  

e a o t i o n a f ,  p h y s i c a l  a s  w e l l  a s  s p i r i t u a l  natters,  Great 

i r n p a r t a n c c  is p l a c ~ d  on t a k i n g  care of the body  and  s o u l ,  

"It is  the B u s l i m a s  obligation,,, t o  he clean at the time 
of each prayer  b e f o r e  f a c i n g  h i s  c r e a t o r H -  ( A l - P a r s y  
1978: 29) 

I s l a m  emphasizes e q u a l i t y ;  t h o s e  who h a v e  s h o u l d  g i v e  t o  those 

who ' h a v e  less or n o t h i z g  a t  all, T h e  g i v i p g  af a l a s  i s  therefore 
I 



c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a n  a c t  c l  helpfulness a n d  g e n e r o s i t y ,  Ira 

H o u a r t h l s  u o r k ,  Qesgyt &&Kg, h e  g o e s  i n t o  g r e a t  depths regarding 

the K i n g ' s  g e n e r o s i t y  t o  h i s  s u b j e c t s ,  3nney, time, g i f t s  of  

c l o a k s ,  d a g g e r s ,  a n d  jewels  were given to thcse who v i s i t e d   hi^, 

T h o s e  who had  s u f f e r e d  accidents, ill h e a l t h ,  h i s  de fea t ed  

e n e a i e s ,  t h o s e  who were destitute a l l  r e c e i v ~ d  help f r o m  t h e  

k i n g ,  T h e s e  a c t i o n s  were i n  keeping u i t h  A r a b  g e n e r o s i t y ,  

G e n e r o s i t y  a n d  a c c e s s i t i l i t y  were t h e  two ways  i n  which t h e  K i n g  

was a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  h i s  power ,  These v i r t u ~ s  were a a t c h e d  a n d  

s u p p r t e d  by his e v i d e n t  p i o u s  a d h e r e n c e  to  t h e  Busl ira  f a i t h  i n  f 

t h e  p u r i t a n i c a l  a n d  almost ascetic for@, namely g&h&&sg- The 

r o y d l .  househoAd  h a d  been l i n k e d  w i t h  W a h h a b i s ~  a l r r to s t  two 

c e n t l a r i e s ,  xG&gk&srcss g r o w t h  r e v e a l s  t h a t  e v e n  i n  r e c e n t  tirnes 

b e l i e v e r s  were sti l l  i n  d i s a g r e e m e n t  a D o u t  t h e  c o u r s e  t h a t  Xslam 

s h o u l d  t a k e ,  This c a n  b~ cleaslf seen i n  t h e  g r o w t h  of S a h h a k i s l  

i n  A r a b i a  a n d  the r o l e  i t  ~ l a y e d  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  t h e  

A r a b i a n  S o c i e t y ,  

D f  The ktahhabi  f luyentent  

T h e  b e g i n a i n g s  of sahkiaDisrn4 i n  A r a b i a  117413) a r e  i n  

keeping w i t h  t h e  b i r t h  of Islam itself, I t  began when Muhammad --- --------------- 
* It has been noted  b y  B a y l e y  Winde r  (1965: I F )  t h a t  Wa&&abfs~ 
and g g h h a h i  a re  the names g i v e n  t o  t h e  movement b y  its 
o p p o n e n t s ,  Winder s u g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  use o f  U n i t a r i a n i s m  a n d  
U n i t a r i a n  a r e  preferabIrz b u t  goes on t o  s a y  - ' l Z J e v e ~ t h e l e s s ,  
R a h h a b i s m  a n d  Z a h h a b i  a re  u s e d  i n  t h i s  work ,  f o r  o r i g i n a l l y  ------- 
d e r o g a t o r y  terms often stick, ' a n d  t h e  D a m e  * ~ ~ a h h a b i s ~  h a s  
struck a l l r i g h t  e v e n  i n  A r a k i a ,  i n  s p i t e  of a g e n e r a l  a v e r s i o n  
to the giving of c r e d i t  of G o d t s  blessings t o  any  human 
i n d i v i i 3 u a l a ;  H,  S t .  J, •’3, P h i l b y ,  personal  letter," 



ikn A b d u l  a l - U a h h a k ,  hosn i x  1703, i n  t h e  ldejd, n o t i c e d  o n  

t r a v e l s  t h a t  Ejluslims were n o t  p r a c t i c i n g  Islamic teachings 

his 

way h e  believed the P r o p h e t  h a d  i n t e n d e d  t h e n  t o  b e  p r a c t i s e d ,  

Wahhab felt t h a t  i t  vas h i s  r a i s s i o n  i n  life t o  bring the 

b e l i e v e r s  Lack t o  strict f l u s l i m  t e a c h i n g s  a n d  h e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  se t  

out t o  do that, W h i l e  still v e r y  y o u n g  h e  t r a v & b e d  t o  Basra, 

D a m a s c u s ,  and l a t e r  t o  Baghdad- "It is  a t  Basra r e p o r t e d l y  t h a t  

h e  s t a r t e d  preaching a g a i n s t  the c u l t  of the s a i n t s , "  ( L i p s k y  

1959:10) The cult of t h e  s a i n t s  came i n t o  existence w i t h  t h e  f 

w e a k e n i n g  of a ,  ",,, s u p ~ r s t i t i o n  had replaced t h e  t rue 

principles of X S ~ E  a t  a l l  s o c i a l  l e v e l s ,  to such a n  extent t h a t  

many trees, caves, d o m e s ,  t o g b s ,  and m a u s o l e u ~ s  h a d  come t o  be 

r e g a r d e d  a s  p o s s e s s i n g  r e l i g i o u s  s a n c t i t y ,  and t h e  teachings of  

Islam which g o v e r n e d  s o c i e t y  a n d  h e l d  it t o g e t h e r  had  become a 

t h i n g  of t h e  p a s t ,  ( A s s a h  l 9 b 9 :  I )  T h e  s o c i e t y  s u c c u m b e d  t o  

l a w l e s s n e s s  and robbery a n d  f i f e  i n  the d e s e r t  becam u n s a f e ,  It 

was t h i s  d i s o r d e r  in s o c i e t y  t h a t  Wahhab s o u g h t  t o  correct b y  

promoting a r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b a s i c  ~ r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  f a i t h ,  

As h i s  t e a c h i n g s  began t o  b e  accepted b y  the people he 

gained the s u ~ ~ o r t  of the Amig a f  h i s  t o w n ,  U y a i n a ,  h u t  a r o u s e d  

the enmity of t h a t  &m&hi!ls superior a t  81-Hasa, who forced h i s  

e x p u l s i o n  from t h e  town. 

H e  was a b l e  t c  f i n d  a f r i e n d  i n  M u h a m m a d  i b n  Saud, who was 

the ruler of Dar iya ,  and sharen Wahabqs vision of how Islam 

s h o u l d  be practised, This f r i e n d s h i p  m a r k s  the beginning 05 what 



" I n  essence &pi&&&gx~ was * p u r i t a n i c a l ,  v i g o r o u s ,  
s i m ~ l e ,  ,,, T h e  c e n t z r f 1  Z h e o f o g i c d 1  doglaa i s  t h e  
a b s o l u t e  i n c o m p a r a b i l i t y  o f  God, ,,, God is n o t  
c o n s t r a i n e d  b y  any  ~ r i n c i p l e ;  H e  i s  purely a r b i t r a r y ,  
What the Koran (and n o t  wha t  man) s a y s  a b o u t  H i m  is  a l l  
t h a t  man can s a y - "  ( 6 j i n d e r  1965:9) 

T h e  Peyal schcol t o  w h i c h  t h e  I a h h a b Z ~  g a v e  sole r e c o g n i t i o n  

was t h a t  o f  Ahwad i k n  H a n b a l ,  ",,, The  ~ o s t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  o f  t h e  

f o u r  o r t h o d o x  s choo l s  of Islamic L a w s  a n d  * r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  cf 

a n c c m ~ r o u t i s i n g  a d f i e r e r i c e  t o  t h e  l e t ter  of t h e  H A 1 3 1 T A g 1 ' ,  {Winder  

1965:8) B a n b a l ' s  c r i t e r i o n  f o r  a ~ s e c e d e l n t  t o  be a c c e p t e d  a s  aa 

a u t h o r i t a t i v e  p a r t  of t h e  i a d i t h  { t h e  t r a d i t i o o s f  was  t h a t  t h e r e  

be no d i s a g r e e c e n t  a&ong t h e  e a r l y  writers o n  i ts  a u t h e n t i c i t y :  

e v e n  a s i n g l e  d i s s e c t  would  h a v e  i n v a l i d a t e d  i t ,  

Euhammad iln ADd a l - R a h h a k  a n d  fiuhammad i b n  Saud t o g e t h e s  

se t  out t o  extend t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of Wahqabqgm t h r o u g h o u t  the 

l a n d ,  This m e a n t  t h a t  cther t r i b a l  aseas wou ld  h a v e  t o  b e  

c o n q u e r e d ,  A s  c o n g u e s t s  took p l a c e ,  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  t o w n s ,  a qpqi 

( r e l i g i o u s  judge) a n d  ~fu•’.It . i  (religious l e a d e r )  were p u t  in 

c h a r g e  af m k i o g  s u r e  t h a t .  t l r o s e  c a p t u r e d  would  h e  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  

t h e  w i n g  of Wahhab i sg ,  It was n o t  o n l y  t h e  t o w n s  t h a t  were b e i n s  

c a p t u r e d ,  b u t  p i l g r i m  c a r a v a n s  were b e i n g  a t t a c k e d  a s  well, T h i s  

a c t i v i t y  of the S a u d i  a n d  Wahhab i  u n i o n  was beginning to d i s t u r b  

the T u r k s ,  who a f t e r  h a v i n g  t r i e d  t o  i n v a d e  a l - Y a s a ,  i n  1798, 
- - - - e m -  ----------- 
5 q l P ~ ~ r  s c h o o l s  of f a ~  h a v e  s u r v i v e d  S u n n i  Islam, T h e  Wanafl 
S c h o o l  ( a f t e r  Abu H a n i f a h ,  81th c e n t u r y )  h o l d s  sway i n  India, ---- 
Pakistan, A f g h a n i s t a n ,  C e n t r a l  Asia, Turkey, and l o w e r  E g y p t ;  
the E a l i E s i  gchool  { a t t s e r  R a l i k  i @ n  Amas, d i e d  l a t e  8 t h  c e n t u f y )  
is o p e r a t i v e  i n  R o r t h  and # @ s t  A f r i c a  a n d  i n  u p p e r  E g y p t ;  t h e  
5ha f i r  i S c h o o l *  faf  ter a d i - S k a f  i s  i, 9 T h  c e a t u r y )  is p o p u l a r  i n  --,,, ---•÷ 

S o u t h e a s t  Asia; a n d  t h e  gqn&a&i S c h o o l ,  {after Ahaad l b n  H a n b a l ,  
9 t h  c e n t u r y )  is o f f i c i a l l y  a c c e ~ t e d ' i n  S a u d i  Arabiat** {The New 
~ n c i c l o p a a d i a  R r i t a n n i c a  i n  30 vois-, M a c r o p a i d i a  Vclo 9, 1 5 t h  
E d i t i o n ,  1974:921)  



were f a r c e d  b a c k .  B y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  pear: of 1800 ,  the a&fn*g had 

gone a s  f a r  a s  I r a q  a n d  a t t a c k e d  and  c a ~ t u r e d  t h e  S h i i t e  holy 

c i t y  oi K a r v a l a ,  I n  1802,  P l ~ c c a  was a l s o  t a k e n ,  T h e  a t t a c k s  were 

now e x t e n d i n g  a s  f a r  away a s  D a a a s c u s  b y  t h i s  t h e  a n d  t h e  

O t t o m n  government Z e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  aovement i r u s t  be stopped, 

They c a l l e d  upon 3uhammad A l i ,  ruler of Egypt, t o  p u t  a stop t o  

t h e  e x t e n d i n g  gs&&g&& Empire, froa 7813 t h r o u g h  1818 t h e  first 

S a u d i - g a h h a b i  e ~ p i r ~  ~ u f f e r e d  a s e r i o u s  t e r r i t o r i a l  s e t k a c k ,  

A f t e r  t h a t ,  a s  L i p s k y  ( 1 9 5 9 )  points out ,  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s ,  

p e r z o n a l  rivalries, a n d  i n t f i g u e s  took p l a c e  and  i t .  was c o t  

u n t i l  183Y t h a t  a n c t h e r  attempt Has nzade to  es tabl ish  a &4aa&& 

s t a t e ,  The s p a f k  that had b e e n  k i n d l e d  by 31-8af iak  had n o t  been  

e x t i n y t ~ i s h e d .  The i d e a  of a xslhabi s t a t e  was again v e r y  iauch 

a l i v e  i n  t h e  mind of a c o u s i n  of Huhamaad iDn Saud,  Turki i k n  

Abd A f f a h ,  T u r k i  was successful i n  re-establishirg G ; _ a h h a b i s ~  a t  

Riyadh, but s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  i n  1838, was a s s a s s i n a t e d ,  

T u r k i ' s  son F a i s a l  s u c c e e d e d  hix? i n  Fower, F a i s a l  d i e d  in 1865 

and f t i s  scn Abd ar-Bahnan @as d r i v e n  o u t  of R i y a d h  by his 

brother, The p r o b l e m s  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  two sons p t  t h e  3-42 

s t a t e  a t  Wiyadh i n  r u i n ,  I n  1887, Huhaamad itn R a s h i d  d i e d  and 

abduZ ar-Wahman*s son, Ibn  Saud, made an u n s u c c e s s f u l  effort t o  

r e t a k e  Riyahd,  T h i s  son of ax-Rahnan was l a t e r  Bs beco~e the 

first King of S a u d i  Arabia, 



A )  T h e  E a r l y  Conquests 

The Saudi family h a d  s u f f e r e d  a number  of s e t b a c k s  a n d  h a d  

been exiled t o  Kuwait ,  I t  was i r o n  exile t h a t  Ibn S a u d  set n u t  

t o  recapture his fa~ily's h o l d i n g s  and t h e  territory last b y  t h e  -l 

W a h h a b i s  o v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  h u n d r e d  years, ---- 
% h i r e  Ibn Saudts family was e x i l e d  h e  was sent i n t o  t h e  

d e s e r t  t o  l e a r n  t h e  ways of t h e  B e d o u i n s ,  This i n c l u d e d  

horsemanship, the c u s t o ~ s  'of t h e  B e d o u i n  a ~ d  t h e i x  t r a d i t i o n s ,  

Me unders tood t h e i r  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  weaknesses and a t  t h i s  time 

g a i n e d  a good grounding i n  t h e  S&siig &a%. I n  Kuwait  h e  was able 

t o  folfow t h e  p o l i t i c a l  manoeuvef ings  of t h ~  Grea t  P o w e r s ,  t h e  

B r i t i s h ,  Geraans, Russians a n d  O t t o m a n s ,  f o r  supremacy in t h e  

Arakian Gulf, T h i s  save  hi^ political i n s i g h t  k h i c h  he was a h i e  

t o  p u t  t o  u s e  Later, a s  h i s  c o n g u e s t s  brought h i m  i n t o  a 

p o s i t i o n  t o  influence t h e  Great Powers9 aims i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  

I n  1900,  a t  t h e  a g e  of n i n e t e e n ,  Hbn Saud took t h e  f i r s t  

steps toward power. As a member of a m i l i t a r y  force undfr  S h e i k h  

f i o b a r r a k  a1-Sabah,  r u l e r  of K u w a i t ,  h e  took p a r t  i n  an 

u n s u c c e s s f u l  wan: against Abdu l -Az iz  i k n  a l - g a s h i d .  '+#bile i n  t h e  

Wejd e n  route t o  R i y a d h  Ibn S a u d  h a d  f o u a d  t h a t  t h e  ~ e o p l e  of 

t h a t  area w o u l d  welcome the r e t u r n  of the 81-Saud t o  pokter i n  

p lace  of t h e  A.t-8ashid.w ( A s s a h  7 3 6 9 ~ 2 3 )  

'In 1902, Iba S a u d ,  w i t h  a h a n d f u l  of  sen, s e t  o u t  t o  

l i b e r a t e  Xiyadh from t he  rule o f  Ibn a l - R a s h i d .  At night I k n  



were i n  c c n t r o l ,  The r e a c t i o n  of t h r  p e o p l e  t o  I b n  Saud was 

i n d e e d  f a v o u r a b l e ,  T h e s e  p e o p l ~  were now f r e e  of t h e  rule of the 

mncu d i s l i k e d  R a s h i d i s  dad in h i s  place Ibn Saud  invited h i s  

father A b d u l - R a h a a ~  t o  look a f t e r  t h e  govesnnent of t h e  t o w n ,  

g i t h  t h i s  success Ikn Saud and his b r o t h e r  Saad went on to  gain 

t h e  support of t h e  peop le  i n  S o u t h e r a  Me jd,  A l - B a s h i d  r e m a i n e d  

u n p o p u l a r  aiaong t h e  p e c p l e  a n d  t h e  N e j d i s  r a l l i e d  to Ibn S a u d  

and  h i s  lg&&iabi navemerat, B p  t h e  s p r i n g  af 7904 (1322 A-73,) h e  

h a d  captured I) j e b e l  Shammar, t h e  p lace  to which Ebn . al-Rashid 

had ~e treated. 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t  al-Rashid s o u g h t  h e l p  from t h e  O t t o m a n s  who 

? 
P: b y  t h i s  t h e  were a l s o  concerned w i t h  the activities of 9 b c  
1 
i 
4 S a u d ,  Now, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  ti&@, Ibn Saud was f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  joint 

eff a r t s  of t h e  Ottomans plus a l - R a s h i d  and ~ o d c r x a  arms- This 

ccmbinalion s h o u l d  have been t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  of Ibn S a u d s s  

opycnent s  b u t  it was not, The Ottomans were n o t  e q u i p p e d  for 

desert u n r f a r e  i n  spite of t h e i r  modern  e q u i p m e n t - - t h e i r  

c l o t h i n g  w a s  a ~ r o b l e m  t o  t h e m  u n d e r  t h o  hot desert  sun--and I b n  

S a u d  and h i s  Ben were a t l e  Po defea t  t h e  O t t o m a n  forces ,  I n  

manner n o t  unlike e a r l y  Islamic battles, I k n  S a u d  a n d  h i s  men 

took t h e  w d e r n  w e a p n s  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  carefs ,  s h e e p ,  a n d  an 

a m u n t  of O t t o e a n  g o l d ,  This was cf g r e a t  h e l p  i n  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  

f u r t h e r  b a t t l e s ,  

In t h e  sai-ae year Ibn  S a u d  a n d  his aen set out t o  l i b e r a t e  

leji and it is  her^ t h a t  the O t t o ~ a n s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  



n o t  h o l d  out a q a i r s s t  h i s  forces, The O t t o m a n s  now w a n t e d  to  

negotiat~ and  r e q u e s t e d  that Aziz3s  father be sent a s  t h e  

n e g o t i a t o r ,  The n e g o t i a t i o n s  d i d  n o t  go smoothly a n d  i n  1906 IQn 

a h - R a s h i d  was k i l l e d  i a  t h e  k a t t l e  of R a v d a t  flohanna not f a r  

from B u r a i d a ,  This f u r t h e r  weakerred t h e  Ottoraan g o s i t i o n ,  b u t  

did n o t  yet bricg f k u  Sdud t o  supremacy- 

The Ottomans had been in c c n t r o l  of the al-Hasa province 

since 1871, "Ikn S a s u d  was s h u t  i n t o  ithe desert and, eves there, 

e x ~ o s e d  t o  a t t a c k s  f r o m  north a n d  west by e n e ~ i e s  e n j o y i n g  t h e  

support and e n c o u r a g e m e n t  cf t h e  T u s k s ,  while h i s  d e g e n d e n c e  on 

the f a r  frcm c e r t a i n  l o y a l t y  cf t h e  tribes a n d  towns o f  his own 

x e a l m  was a l w a j s  a sou rce  of grave w e a k n e s s , "  ( P h i l b y  1968:260) 

If; i s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  between 1905 - 1912 ( 1 3 2 Q  - 1 3 3 C  A,N,) t h e r e  

were f r e q u e n t  revcPts  and crcp  f a i l u r e s ,  and  a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  

f a a i n e  as  se l l  a s  f i n a n c i a l  problems w i t h  Bzizls A r a b i a ,  

B) T h e  I_?lhvgg Eaoveitient 

Famine and revolts, h o w e v e r ,  did o o t  d e t e r  Ibn Saud,  En 

1912 ( 1 3 Y 2  A . B , )  h e  e m t a r k e d  o n  a new progrant f o r  h i s  p e o ~ l e ,  

T h i s  i n v o l v e d  the r e s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  B e d o u i n ,  placing tbem i n  

p e r m n e n t  'fiolmtes with water wells near  a t  h a n d ,  s o  t h a t  t h e y  

coald l e a r n  t o  work t h e  land. He was d e a l i n g  with n p e o p l e  who 

h a d  f o r  generations d e v e l o ~ e d  a r u g g e d  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  i n  ordex t o  

s u r v i v e  in t h e  desert, a n d  t h r o u g h  h i s  p r o g r a m  of reform he 

hoped t o  r e p l a c e  t h e i r  i a d e p e a d e n c e  w i t h  a l l i a n c e  with h i m  and 

the new s t a t e  t h a t  h e  was creat ing,  B e i n g  a d e v o u t  # a h h a b i t  Iba 



Saud w o r k e d  t o  achieve a n  Islaxtic brot i l erhood  among t h e  Bedou in ,  

T h i s  b r o t h e r h o o d  s u k s e g u e n t l g  came t c  b e  known a s  t h e  g & i ~ n : 6  

m i h e  b r o t h e r h c o d  of a l l  men u h o  a c c e p t e d  t h e  new o r d e r ,  
regasdless of their  t r i b a l  a f f i l i a t i c n s  and s o c i a l  
s t a t u s ,  c a n a l i s e d  warlike p r o p e n s i t i e s  of t h e  A r a b s  i n  
the s e r v i c e  of God a n d  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on e a r t h ,  
I n t e r t r i b a l  r a i d s ,  h i g h w a y  r o b b e r y ,  a o b a c c o  and  other 
a m e n i t i e s  of -the o l d  l i f e  became -taboo; a n d  all 
a t t e n t i o n  was concentrated i n  t h e  c o l c n i e s  on 
p r e p a r a t i o n  for t h e  life h e r e a f t e r ,  ( P h i l b y  1955: 262) 

T h e  f k h w a n  was a n  effective s t r a t e g y :  i t  p r o v i d e d  a  l o y a f ,  

d e p e n d a b l e  army a v a i l a b l e  w h e n e v e r  h e  n e e d e d ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  to  the 

t r a d i t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  c a l l i n g  upon a l l i e d  t r i b e s ,  w h i c h  c o u l d  

f r e + ~ u e n t l y  r e q u i r e  d a y s  of d e b a t e  a n d  n e g o t i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e i r  

sheikhs, By u s e  of the Ikhwan  h e  was a b l e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  h i s  ---- 
hold on h i s  captured territories a n d  p r e p a r e  t o  a o v e  on Hasa, 

T h e  b a t t l e  t o  L i b e r a t e  t h e  E a s t e r n  P f o v i n c e  began a t  H u f u f ,  t h e  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  of t h e  Ottoman a d ~ i n i s t r a t i o n -  With the s u c c e s s  of 

f b n  S a u d  in t h i s  area ckher Ottoraan centres f e l l  under h i s  

power, R i s  conquest of t h e  al-Wasa d i d  n o t  yo unnoticed by the 

B r i t i s h ,  T h e y  i i n m e d i a t e l y  s o u g h t  h i s  f x i e n d s h i p -  The B r i t i s h  

P o l i t i c a l  Officer i n  Kuuait, William S h a k e s p e a r ,  bas s e n t  i n  

1913 t o  enter in to  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i th   hi^ 

The t r e a t y  w h i c h  Shakespear h a d  d r a f t e d  was sent on -its 
l e i s u r e l y  way t o  London, a n d  came hack, months 
a f  t e r u a r d s ,  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  Governmentt s a p ~ r o v a l ,  Zbn 
Sand s i g n e d  t h e  dccument, with some r e s e r w t i o n s ;  and so 
a t  last h e  b o u a d  h i m s e l f  t o  B r i t a i n ,  HearPy a year after 
S h a k e s p e a r ' s  d e a t h ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  w e e k  a•’  1915, ,,-. the 
treaty was r a t i f i e d ,  B u t  this event, which h e  Bad 
s t r i v e n  f o r  s o  Icng, had l o s t  i t s  savour by t h e  time i t  
came,*# ( H o w a r t h  1 $64:88) ------- ----------- 

6 Seie A p p e n d i x  3 for % o r e  i n f o r ~ a t i o n  an t h e  t r i b e s  who  were 
s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  the Xkbwap b r o t h e r h o o d ,  a l sc ,  A p p e n d i x  3-2 f o r  
their location and ~ o v e m e a  t w i t h i n  S a u d i  Arabia. 



P t  was t h i s  t r e a t y  t h a t  moved Xku Saud  into t h e  w o r l d  a r e n a ,  

E o v e v e f ,  h e  b e c a ~ e  concerned t h a t  t h e  B s i t i s h  din not mean what 

h e  t h o u g h t  they l e e a n t ,  since l * , . .  t h e y  d i d  not e v e n  b a t h e r  t o  

suggest t h a t  h e  s h o u l d  u s e  t h e s e  g i f t s ,  a s  Shakespear h a d  

intended, t o  i n t e n s i f y  h i s  bar a g a i n s t  i b n  R a s h i d " ,  What is 

called a b r i b e  by  Howarth b a n  a subsidy of 5 ,000 B r i t i s h  p o u n d s  

p e r  month a n d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  g i f t  o f  guns,  I t  was hoped  t h a t  this 

wonld  k e e ~  Ibn S a u d  quiet. 

C) T h e  Impact of t h e  F i r s t  World Ear 

However compPex t h e  A r a b i a n  s i t u a t i o n  was b e f o r e  Vorld War 

f i t  was t o  becoffte g o r e  complex a s  t h e  war p r o g r e s s e d ,  j3fn World  

War f t h e  B r i t i s h  n e g o t i a t e d  b o t h  w i t h  i k n  Saud ( t h r o u g h  S i r  

P e r c y  Cox and l a t e r  w i t h  N, S t ,  John P h i f b y )  and w i t h  h i s  r i v a l  

i n  Hi jaz ,  t h e  SGar iE  Husain ( t h r o u g h  S i r  Henry  McEahon and T, E. 
C 

L a w r e n c e ) ,  f o r  t h e i r  s u ~ g o r t  against t h e  O t t o r a a n s  and t h e i r  

allies t h e  Bashids,"  (Adalns 1971:273) T h e  I s e a t y  of Azir, 3915, 

which was f i r s t  n e g o t i a t e d  b y  S h a k e s p e a r  a n d  l a t e r  brought into 

r e a l i t y  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of S i r  P e r c y  Cox, was i n t e n i l e d  t o  offer 

s u p p o r t  t o  I t n  Saud i n  a i d i n g  i n  t h e  removal of Ottoman 

influence in the E a s t e r n  Prosince, T h e  laa j o r  ~ r o k l e m  was t h a t  

t h e  British had a l s o  n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  S h a r i f  of Mecca i n  t h e  

H i  j az ,  

T h e  Hi jaz  was  a n  i~portant area to t h e  O t t o m a n s ,  20 

i l a p g r t a n t  t h a t  they h a d  set o u t  t o  b u i l d  a ra i lway-  This was 

done *',,, to s t r ~ n g t f i e n  t h e  s u l t a n J s  a u t h o r i t y  in t h e  A r a b i a n  



P e n i n s u f a v  , , ,*# [Landau  f9'91: 131 The A r a b i a n  P e n i n s u l a  was n o t  
i 

just of i n t e r e s t  tc t h e  Ot toman  a n d  B r i t i s h - - t h e  Germans  also 

h a d  a vested i n t e r e s t  i n  the  area. During t h e  f i rs t  B o s l d  $ d a ~  

t h e  r a i lway  was u s ~ d  b~ b o t h  t h e  T u r k s  a n d  Germans  t o  move 

t r o o p s  a n d  s u p ~ l l e s  i n t o  the' area, _It i s  here t h a t  t h e  f a m o u s  T, 

E, L a w r e n c e  a n d  h i s  Arab f r i e n d s  becow involved i n  s a b o t a g i n g  

the link of the T u r k s  a n d  Germans. T h e  r a i l w a y  is  referred to k j  

Landau  (1971) a s  a " C a s e  of Ottoman P o i i t i c a f  Propagandag ' ,  

mainly b e c a u s e :  as,, , t h e  r a i l w a y  w o u l d  assist i n  r e p o p u l a t i n c j  

s o u t h e a s t e r n  S y r i a ,  p a c i f y i n g  the n o m a d i c  t r i b e s  a n d  h a l t i n g  

t h e i r  r a i d s ,  d e v e l o ~ i n g  a y r i c u i t u r e ,  e x p l o i t i n g  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s ,  reaffirming the  S u l t a n ' s  authority and, enabling 

B u s i i ~ s  rrom a l l  over the world t o  make the pilgrimage.*1 (Lartdau 

1971:20) 

The Bfjaz was n o t  o n l y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  the O t t o m a n s ,  P r o a  Ibn 
* 

Saudes p o i n t  of vietri it was a f a s t  P i n k  i n  t h e  u n i f i c a t i o n  of 

h i s  p e o p l e ,  T h e  British h a d  made a d e a l  w i t h  t h e  Sharif of Becca 

and w i t h  fbn Saud; h o w e v e r ,  neither of them were aware of t h e  

t w o  s e p a r a t e  agreements, '"When t h e  first Wor ld  g a r  e n d e d ,  Bbdul 

Aziz  found h i m s e l f  f a c i n g  ~ e r i l  from two sides: from i k n  

A l - R a s h i d  who h a d  obtained a r m  a n d  money from h i s  Ottoman 

a l l i e s ,  and frog S h a r i f  A u s s e i n  who had o b t a i n e d  a r a s  a n d  money 

from his B r i t i s h  a l l i e s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  B r i t i s h  s u p p o r t  which 

p a v e d  t h e  way fcr h i m  t o  p r o c l a i m  h i a s e l f  King of Rijaz, a f t e r  

h e  h a d  c o n f e r r e d  o n  himself t h e  title of King  o f  the Arabs," 

( ~ s s a h  3969:35) An ar raed  c l a s h  b e t w e e n  these two l e a d e r s  w a s  



i n e v i t a b l e .  The B r i t i s h  g o v e r n E e n t  became  c o n c e r n e d  when t h e  war 

b e t w e e n  i t s  two a l l i e s  broke o u t ,  After e x n ~ i n i n g  the situation 

the B r i t i s h  d e c i d e d  t o  b a c k  up t h e  Sharif of Mecca on the 

grounds t h a t  h i s  n i f i t a r y  strength was s u p e r i o r  to t h a t  of I k u  

S a u d ,  Hussein had modern m i l i t a r y  e q u i p m e n t  while f b n  S a u d ' s  

forces were i l l - e q u i ~ p e d ,  The B r i t i s h  b a c k i n g  gave Mussein 

confidence t h a t  he c o u l d  defeat A b d u l - A z i z  and his aen-  However ,  

f b n  S a u d ,  making u s e  of the n e m b e r s  of t h e  duslim brotherhood he 

had created, w a s  able t o  defeat his o p g a n e n t  in a s u r p r i s e  

a t t a c k  i n  1929, After a i c n y  and continuous b a t t l e  against 

81-Rashid I b n  Saud was a b l e  t o  b r i n g  the a r e a  of Haif a l so  u n d e r  

h i s  c o n t r o l .  

Usiag t h e  Ikf iwan,  f b n  Saud c o n s o l i d a t e d  h i s  h o l d  on his 

territories, g r o c l a i a e d  himself K i n g  of the R i j a z ,  a n d  o f  the 

Mejd and its Dependencies, i n  J a n u a r y  8, 1926, L a t e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  

kip v i r t u e  of the Treaty o f  J e d d a h  n e g o t i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  B c i t i s h ,  

t h e  new kingdom received r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  a sovereign n a t i o n ,  In 

1932 the n a m  of t h e  c a u n t r y  was changed to  the Kingdom of S a u d i  

A r a k i a .  

X n  concLusion, this c h a p t e r  has only s o u g h t  t o  F r o v i d e  a 

h i s t o r i c a l  Eramework  a n d  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i o g  of t h e  S a n d i  r e l i g i o u s  

and social structure, R e l i g i o n  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  are i n s e p a r a b l y  

l i n k e d  i n  S a u d i  A r a k i a ,  T h e  shod@ s o c i e t y  is b a s e d  . on t h e  

teachings of t h e  p r o p h e t  fluhamaad, t h e  Qu9ran, a n d  t h e  r e l i g i a u s  

laws t h a t  a r e  p r o v i d e d  in t h e s e  t e a c h i n g s ,  From t h e  s e v e n t h  

c e n t u r y  t o  a p ~ r o x i r a a t e l y  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e r r t u r y  A, D, a ~ a s s i v e  



and far r e a c h i n g  E s l a ~ i c  e a ~ i r e  made i t s  i n p a c t  on t h e  world,  

Since %.hat time i theze  b a v e  k e e n  I s l a ~ i c  r e v i v a l s  bu-t t h e  one 

t h a t  is i ~ p o r t a n t  for sun purpose  is gghhabism, T h e  d r e a m s  o f  

two men--81-gahhab a n d  Ibn Saud--coming together were to c h a n g e  

the destiny of t h e  Arab B e d o u i n ,  v i l l a g e ,  and t o u n s p e c p l e ,  a n d  

a l t e r  the s o c i a l  a n d  g c l i t i c a l  o r y a n i z a t i o r i  of t h i s  s p r e a d  o u t  

and nonadic t r i b a l  p e o p l e  f undaaeatally, 

T h e  r o l e  t h a t  t h e  t r i b e s  p i a y e d  in t h e  ear ly  s t a g e s  of  

recent p o l i t i c a l  d~velopment cannoi t  g o  w i t h o u t  comment.  B e d o u i n  

t r i b e s  were i m p o r t a n t  to  f b n  S a u d  because they u e E e .  natural  

nomadic warriors who h a d  t o  ~ r o t e c t  their  p r o p e r t y  aoE aake 

their way i n  t h e  h a r s h  desert c l i m a t e ,  I n  f a c t ,  f o r  Ibn S a u d ,  

soBe of t h e  f i e r c e s t  v a f f i o r s  nade up h i s  B e d o u i n  army a n d  were 

f o r  some time l c y a l  to h i s  g o a l s  a n d  desires, H e  h a d  s e n t  his 

m i s s i o n a r i e s  t o  convert t h e  5 e d o u i n  to gahhabism, and t h i s  creed 

b e c a a e  the foundaticn upon wh ich  the S a u d i  S t a t e  was b u i l t  i n  

t h e  19001s- f t  is t h e  ~ o s t  p u r i t a n i c a l  form ai Islain which e v e n  

today demands t h a t  Musl ims  b e  f a i t h f u l  t o  the r u l e s  and  

regufatious of the Q u a  r a n ,  

It i s  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  challenge t o  S a u d i  a r a b i a n  d e v e l o p r a e n t  

can b e  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t  b e t u e e n  t r a d i t i o n  and  

p r o c e s s e s  cf m o d e r n i z a t i o n ;  between new ways of g o v e r n m e n t  and 

o l d  ways  o f  governance t h r o u g h  ccnques t s  and t a x e s ;  between neu 

values r e l a t e d  t o  Eoney and material gcods and o l d  v a l u e s  

developed t h r o u g h  t k e  ages of u n s e t t l e d  l i f e  i n  t h e  desert, 



CHAFTEB FOUR 

POLITICAL DEVELOPREBT Of THE SAQDf STATE 

The e x a n i n a t i c n  cf  t h e  li t e r a t u r c  on p o l i t i c a l  development 

p r o v i d e s  the r e s e a r c h e r  # i t h  s e v e r a l  major p r o b l e m s ,  F o r  o n e  

t h i n g  t h e r e  is n o  c o n s e n s u s  a m o n g  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  on w h a t  1 
c o n s t i t u t e s  p o l i t i c a l  d e v c l o p n i e n t ,  E a n y  c o n c e p t s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  

b u t  c a n n o t  be a ~ p l i e d  to a l l  d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  T h e r e  e x i s t s  

also t h e  m j o r  ~ rob lem of + * . , , t h e  t y g e  of t r e n d  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  

t r i e s  t o  assess u h ~ t h e r  o r  n o t  these c o u n t r i e s  a r e  p r o c e e d i n g  i n  

t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of d e m o c r a c y  a n d / o r  prescribes t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  
' I 

t h e a  t o  d o  s o n .  ( W i l l n e r  1964: 473)  T h i s  e t h n o c e n t r i c  a s s u l a p t i o n  

is h a r d  t o  a v o i d  s i n c e  scholars w i l l  a l w a y s  i n c l u d e  a s p e c t s  of 

their own v a l u e  ~ r ~ n i s e s  % h e n  u n d e r t a k i n g  a n a l y s i s  of 

e v a l u a t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  is  i t  possible t o  d e t e r m i n e  i n  wha t  mannef  

t h e  e l i t e  of a d e v e l o p i n g  c c u n t r y  see d e v e l o p m e n t ?  "Deve lopment  

r e q u i r e s  t h e  a s s i r t l i l a t i c n  cf ne r values, y e t  d e v e l o p n e r a t  w i l l  b e  

s e l f - d e f e a t i n g  i f  i t  t h r e a t e n s  t h e  f a b r i c  cf s o c i e t y  i t s e l f  o r  

it i n c u l c a t e s  v a l u e s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r  incoinpa  ti@le w i t h  . d u r a b l e  

g ros th9* .  {Sef igman 1966: 2111 ) T h i s  l a s t  statement indicates t h e  

p r i m a r y  challenge f a c i n g  a l l  d e v e l c p i n y  c o u n t r i e s ,  

W i t h  t h e s e  p r o b l e n s  of p l i t i c a i  d ~ ~ e l o ~ B b 2 n t  i n  mind t h i s  

c h a p t e r  will r e v i e w  how S a u d i  Arabia h a s  d e v e l o p e d  s i n c e  

Abdul-Bziz  f k n  Saud b ~ c a m e  t h e  faam, i ,e ,  r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r ,  a n d  

l a t e r  t h e  King o f  h i s  c o u n t r y ,  Also, ik. will cxamine w h a t  h a s  



a c t u a l l y  t a k e n  p l a c e  in teams of  t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i a y  of  t h e  - 

p o l i t i c a i  o r g a n i z a t i c s  tsoin t h e  t r a d i t i c n a l  t y p e  o f  r u l e  ko a 

c e n t r a l i z e d  goverament a n d  t h e  d e a a n d s  made o n  i t  f o r  c h a n g e ,  
7 

\ 
These demands may h e  i d e n t i f i e d :  1 as a change from i n s u l a r  

t r i k a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  g o v e r n m e n t E  t o  a full t l e d g c d  s k a t e  among 

t h e  connmunity of n a t i o n s ,  (2 )  T h e  d i s c o v e r y  of o i l  which  

p r o v i d e d  t h e  e l i t e  w i t h  m o w y  a n d  means  t o  i n t r o d u c e  n e v  ae thods  

of c o m m u n i c a t i o n  and t e c h n o l o g y  i n t o  t h e  society; ( 3 )  the need 

f o r  a new kind o f  e d u c a e i c n  t c  h a n d l e  t h e  g r o w i n g  c o m p l e x i t i e s  

of a new s t a t e ;  (4)  t h e  d e v e l o p x n e n t  of new i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  t h e  

n e c e s s a r y  skills for  t h e  r u n n i n g  of a modern  n a t i c i l - s t a t e , .  

B e c a u s e  S a u d i  Ara t ia  is, t e c h n i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  a n  a b s o l u t e  
- 

m o n a r c h y 1  the r e i g n i n g  k i n g  is i n t i a a t e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  is r e s p c n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  kind a n d  d ~ g r ~ e  of c h a n g e  

o c c u r r i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  f r i f i g i s  s t r e n g t h s  a n d  raeaknesses being 

reflected i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  T h i s  c h a p t e r ,  k e e p i n g  i n  

v i e w  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  aature of s u c h  a ~ o l i t i c a l  r e g i a e ,  Is d i v i d e d  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e i g n s  o f  the t h r e e  k i n g s  who h a v e  r u l e d  t h e  

c o u n t r y  p r i o r  t o  K i n g  K h a l i d ,  f t  is f u r t h e r  d i v i d e d  i n t o  v a r i o u s  

s u b s e c t i o n s  which r e l a t e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

The re ign  af King Abduf -Az iz  is of p r i m e  i m p o r t a n c e  b e c a u s e  

h e  is t h e  f o u n d e r  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a n d  h a s  f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  its 

own u n i q u e  character ,  Hi+ r e i g n  c a n  be d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e  

--- --------------- 
1 B l t h o u g h  i n  a formal s e n s e  a n  abso2ute monarchy, Saudi Arabia 
is a c l o s e l y  k c i t  g r c u g  02 p r i n c e s  who c o n s u l t  a n d  share power  
among t h e m s e f v e s ,  p l a c i n g  cne o f  t h e i r  n u n i b e r r  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
of a b s o l u t e  e x e c u t i v e  a u t h o r i t y ,  s u b j e c t  o n l y  t o  i n t e r - g r o u p  
c o n s t r a i n t s  a n d  t h e  laws of  Islam, 



f ~ l l o w i n g  p a r t s ,  T h e  f i r s t  p a r t  covers t h e  p e r i o d  o f  7 

c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and t h e  move towaras n a t i c n h o o d ,  w i t h  an 

e x a ~ i n a t i o n  of t h e  l eg i t i f f iacy  of h i s  l e a d e r s h i p ,  This is t h e n  

f o l l o w e d  i q  a n  e x a ~ i n a t i o n  cf how t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  

a l t e r e d  u n d e r  h i s  rule, G r a d u a l l y  h e  i n t r o d u c e d  modern 

s t r u c t u r a l  forms i n t o  h i s  g o v e r a m e n t ,   educing t h e  e n p h a s i s  o n  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t r i b a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  e f f ec t  before  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  kingdcm, w h i l e  s t i l l  r e a a i u i n g  its a b s o l u t e  

monarch .  S i t h o u t  oil S a u d i  A r a b i a  u o u f d  h a v e  k e e n  i m p o r t a n t  o n l y  

fo r  t h e  h o l y  cft ies  of Becca a n d  a e d i n a ,  and  w i t h  -only t h e  

p i i g f i n l a g e  revenues t o  f u n d  i ts  p l a n n e d  reforms, T h i s  then sroll.d 

have  f o r c e d  K i n g  A b d u l - A z i z  I b n  Saud t o  move even more slowly 

t h a n  h e  d i d ,  T h e  p a c e  and sccpe of changes  in t h e  country has  

b e e n  s o  auch a f fec ted  by o i l  a n d  by t h e  company,  BRBMCO--The 

A s a k i a n - A m e r i c a n  Oil C c m g a n y - s h i c h  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  o i l f i e l d s  t h a t  

t h e  nex t  s e c t i o n  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  the r o l e  of t h a t  company a n d  of  
I 

o i l  i n  t h e  O e v e l o p e n t  of t h e  c c u n t r y ,  During t h e  l a s t  half of 

t h e  r e i g n  of King B h d u l - A z i z  BRAMGO was t h e  ~ a i n  s o u r c e  cf 

r e v e n u e  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n ,  f u n d i n g  t h e  t i n y s s  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  p l a n s .  

The company  was a l s o  a m c d e ~ n i z i n g  i n f l u e n c e  i n  i t s e l f ,  c r e a t i n g  

j o b s  f o r  which Arabs  were t r a i n e d - - o f t e n  t h e  f i r s t  wage-paying 

jobs many o f  t h e  w c r k e r s  h a d  ever he ld - - and  b r i n g i n g  i n  f o r e i g n  

t e c h n i c a l  p e r s o n n e l  ubo were p r o v i d e d  with ~ o d e r n  w e s t e r n - s t y l e  

h o u s i n g  and other  f a c i l i t i e s ,  ARAMCO o f t e n  u s e d  its d r i l l i n g  

r i g s  t o  d r i l l  wells t o r  water w h e n e v e r  i t  was n o t  e n g a g e d  i n  

d r i l l i n g  f o r  o i l ,  1% a l s o  b u i l t  e l e c t r i c i t y  g e a ~ r a t i n g  p l a n t s  



a n d  p r o v i d e d  medical  se rv ices  t o  t h e  ~ e o p l e  of the n e i g h b o u r i n g  

t o w n s  a n d  v i l l a g e s ,  B y  SO d o i n g  i t  s o f t e n e d  the s h o c k  of 

e x p o s u r e  t o  c h a n g e ,  e a s i n g  t h e  k i n g d o m f ~  t a s k  of g a i n i n g  

acceptance for  s i m i l a r  advancee when t h e y  were later i n t r o d u c e d  

t o  c t h e r  a r e a s ,  By 3953 K i n g  8 b d u l - A z i z  was a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  

bas ic s e r v i c e s - - w a t e r ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  h e a l t h ,  a n d  

c o a m u n i c a t i o n s 2 - - a n d  thereby Bad p a v e d  t h e  way f o r  the n e x t  step 

i n  t h e  ~ o d e r a i z a t i o n  of the i n s t i t u t i o n s  of g o v e r n m e n t  i n  the 

r e i g n  of h i s  son ,  S a u d ,  

The third s e c t i o n  of this c h a p t e r  d e a l s  w i t k z  t h ~  r u l e  cf 

King Saud ( S a u d  i k n  A i j d u l - A z i z  a l  S a u d )  who r e i g n e d  f r o @  1953 t o  

1964, This p e r i o d  i n  S a u d i  Arakia8s d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  not well 

d o c u m e n t e d ,  What is i m p o r t a n t  is t h a t  it was a period cf 

i n t e r n a l  & r o b l e a s ,  S a u d  %as a weak ruler  and h a d  d i f f i c u i t y  i n  

continuing, let a l o n e  b u i l d i n g  on, what h i s  famous father h a d  

begun.  D u r i n g  this pried so18e m e a b e r s  of the F o y a l  F a m i l y  I 

becase unhappy w i t h  S a u d 9 s  r u l e ,  T h e r e  nere many ~ r o b l ~ r n s  s u c h  

as the p o o r  h a n d l i n g  o f  finances, a n d  c o n f l i c t  between the 

t r a d i t i o n a l  ways a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  desire on t h e  p a r t  of some 

nternbers f o r  fastel:  s o c i a l  a s d  political c h a n g e s  t o  o c c u r -  

F i n a l l y ,  i n  1964, Saud was d e t h r o n e d  a n d  his brother Faisal 

( F a i s a f  i l n  B b d u l - B z i z  a l  S a u d f  took o v e r ,  

T h e  f o u r t h  s e c t i o n  d e a l s  w i t h  faisalss r u i e ,  Under Faisai 

the economy i m p r o v e d  a n d  a b u r e a u c r a c y  expanded ,  We was a ------------------ 
2 The e x t e n t  t o  which these s e r v i c e s  were p r o v i d e d  would ke 
c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be m i n o r  i n  n c d e r n  terms, idhat is s i g n i f i c a n t  h e r e  
is that r t e w  s e r v i c e s  were introduced, 



p o p u l a r  l eader  a n d  was a b l e  t o  b r i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  b a c k  o n  t h e  

r o a d  t o  m o d e r n i z a t i c n  and  Eestore c o n f i d e n c e  i n  the  Ai-Saud 

f a m i l y .  He h a d  d e v e l o p e d  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e p u t a t i o n  a n d  is 

p e r h a p s  t h e  best k n o v n  of the B o u s e  of S a u d  t o  the West, 

In s h o r t ,  t h i s  c h a ~ t e s  will examim t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  had  

t a k e n  p l a c e  u n d e r  t E e  leaders hi^ of f i rs t  K i n g  A b d u l - R z i z  I h n  

S a u d 3 ,  S a u d ,  a n d  Faisal. 

A )  L e g i t i a i a c y  o f  K i n g  Abdu l -Az iz  

The period of c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  b e t  ween 1902 a n d  1927, 

p r o v i d e s  t h e  basis on which t h e  new S a u d i  S t a t e  was s u b s e q u e n t l y  

fortoed, A s  p o i n t e d  cu t  i n  C h a p t e r  Three, Abdul-Aziz  had t o  u n i t e  

forty trikes by c o n q u e s t  o r  by warriage i n  o r d e r  t o  achieve h i s  

WahhaZi s t a t e ,  One of t h e  m a j o r  hurdles a f t e r  t h e  goal o f  a ------ 
c o n q u e s t  was that of l e g i t i ~ i z i n g  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  h i s  p e o p i e ,  

T h e  l e g i t i m a c y  of - t h e  Nouse o f  S a u d  was e s t a b l i s h e d  o n  w h a t  

George L e n c z o w s k i  ( 1  967: 98 )  cal ls :  

", - ,a c o m b i n a t i o n  of trikaf - d y n a s t i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  
i" f a c t o r s ,  T h e  s t a t e  is ari & s o l u t e  m o n a r c h y  n o t  b o u n d  by 

I a ny  written s e c u l a r  f u n d a m e n t a l  law, Rowever, absolutism 
I is t e m p e r e d  by  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  e l e t a e n t s :  fa) the 

I p a r a m o u n t c y  o f  t h e  s a c r e d  law of Ps l an l  (Shari'a) whose 
j --------- .. ------- 

3Zn t h e  lase c h a p t e r ,  when d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  unifying of A r a b i a ,  
Abdu l -Az iz  fbn S a u d  h a s  teea referred to as "1 bn Saud", the mo$t 
f r e q u e n t l y  u s e 4  s h o r t  f c r m  o f  his name f o u n d  i n  t h e  w o r k s  of the 
o r i e n t a l i s t s  d e a l i n g  with t h a t  p e r i c d ,  H e n c e f o r t h ,  when d e a l i a g  
w i t h  . h i s  role a n d  a c h i e ~ c m e n t s  as KingJ h e  is referred to  a s  
King A h d u l - A z i z  o r  j u s t  Abdul -Aziz ,  t h a t  t e i n g  the form i n  which 
h e  is i d e n k i f i e d  i n  o f f i c i a l  documents and sources ,  



main exponents a r e  the r e l i g i o u s  j u r i s t s  ('ulama) of the 
p u r i t a n  tJahfi&& S E C ~ ;  ( k )  t i le  n e e d  t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h e  
t r i b e s  wnose  l o y a l t y  is necessary a s  a c o u n t e r w e i g h t  
a g a i n s t  c e r t a i n  d i s r u p x i v e  f o r c e s ;  (c) the principle of 
c o n s u  P t a t i o c  w h i c h ,  though h i g h l y  i n f o r m a l  in its 
o p e r a t i o n ,  represents a r e s t r a i n i n g  i n f l u e n c e  on a n y  
p o s s i b l e  a r b i t r a r i n e s s , "  

T h i s  co m i n a t i o n  of e l e m e n t s  h a s  ~ r o v i d e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e l i t e  
- 

w i t h  a s t a b l e  basis f r o m  which the p r o c e s s  cf ~ ~ A e r n i z a l i o n  
-- - -  - 

c o u l d  b e g i n  t o  t a k e  Elace, o f  Ihe k e y  

factors needed tcr ~ o d e r n i z  

the e a r l y  s t a g e s  of Abdul- A z i z * s  s t r u g g l e  for c o n s 0 1 i d a t i . c n  of 

t h e  many tribes i n  S a u d i  A r a b i a  t h e r e  r e m a i n e d  " c e r t a i n  

d i s r u p t i v e  forcesw which c o u l d  have  ended h i s  dream of a u n i f i e d  

c o u n t r y ,  T h e r e  was t h e  Ottoman F f e s e n c e  ( b e f o r e  Norld War I)  i z t  

t h e  Bejaz area i n c l u d i n g  the Northern area a n d  t h e  Eas te rn  

P r o v i n c e .  T h e  ~ o s t  d a n g e r o u s  t h r e a t  to  his legitimacy was the 

ruler of Mecca (S f iar i f  H u s s e i u j  who a l i g n e d  f o r c e s  with t h e  

O t t o m a n s  and groelaimed h i n t s e l f  Ring of t h e  I.iejaz, Also t h e  

B r i t i s h  d u r i n g  f f o r l d  War I saw Sharif H u s s e i n  of Becca a s  an 

i m p c r t a n t  l i n k  i n  p u s h i n g  the T u r k s  o u t  o f  t h e  area a n d  t h e  rest 

of t h e  H i d d l e  East, We was ~ m m i s e d  by  the B r i t i s h  t h a t  h e  would 

becowe  King of t h e  Arabs ,  These  are  j u s t  a few o f  t h e  maay 

p r o b l e m s  which f a c ~ d  Abdu l -Az iz .  

f a  the case o f  S a u d i  A r a k i a ,  o n c e  t h e  c c n s o l i d a t i o n  of 

p o l i k i c a l  Eoner h a d  taken g l a c e ,  a n d  i ts  l e g i t i m a c y  recognised,  

t h e  government c o u l d  t h e n  e m b a r k  on programs of d e v e f o p m e n t -  

Bef 3re e x a m i n i n g  w h a t  p r o g r a m s  f o r  d e v e f o p a e n t  were i n i t i a t e d  b y  

K i n g  , A b a l - A z i z  (1881-1953) i t  is oeceesary t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  

p e r s o o a l i t y  a n d  g o a l s  of t b e  man who created the Kingdom of 



S a u d i  Arakia, 

(a) T h e  Man 

T h e  success of R i n g  Abdul -Az iz  c a c  b e  found, a s  Budscn 

(1977) u o t e s ,  i n  h i s  p e r s o n a l ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  a n d  s t ruc tura l  

a p p r o a c h  to t h e  problems  w i th  which h e  d e a l t ,  H i s  i d e o l o g y  was  

f i r n l y  r o o t e d  i n  p u r i t a n i c a l  Qahhabism, T h i s ,  combined  w i t h  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  he uas a n  astute p o l i t i c i a n ,  made h im a s e r o n y  

p e r s o n a l i t y ,  S h e i k 2  Nafiz Bahba* d e s c r i b e s  King Abdul-Aziz a s  a 

tall maa, well o v e r  s i x  feet ,  well b u i l t  w i t h  broad shoulders; 

this p h y s i c a l  make up was combined w i t h  magnetic charm, T h e r e  

were s e v e r a r  aspects of his personality that are worth noting- 

Re was g e n e r o u s  and g a v e  h e l p  t o  t h o s e  who s o u g h t  a i d  from him, 

h i s  d i s p o s i t i o n  gas kind a n d  h e  had ii well d e v e l o p e d  sense of 

Burnour, 3"t goes w i t h u u t  s a y i n g  t h a t  this great u a r r i o r ,  h e r o  of  

a hundred and  one b a t t l e s  and a p t l y  ca l l ed  t h e  genius of t h e  

d e s e r t  and the Napoleon of Arabia ,  was an a c c o m p l i s h e d  horseman,  

marksntac and suora+man,** (Wahba 1964: 166)  The training f o r  this 

h e  r e c e i v e d  when h i s  father had s e n t  him a t  an e a r l y  age t o  l i v e  

w i t h  t h e  Bedouin and learn t h e i r  nays, ' i b i s  background was 

excellent for the a a n y  b a t t l e s  which sere to  c c n f r o n t  him, O f  

him H, S t ,  John Philby s a y s ,  '"ikie the P r o p h e t  fiuhammad, 

s i b d u l - r A z i z  i b n  S a q u d  was a man cf  d e s t i n y s * * ,  ( P h i l b y  1955:xiF) 

T h i s  becomes v e r y  clear a s  t h e  changes t h a t  were to  t a k e  place 

are e x a m i n e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of S a u d i  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  
--------I--------- 

* $1&5h& Hafiz WahZa was t h e  S a u d i  A r a b i a n  3 i n i s t e r  t a  t h e  Court 
of St, 33rnes8, Eandon, E n g l a n d ,  



f 

(b) Early Form of GcveramenL 

T h e  e a r l y  form of g o v e r n ~ e n t  i n  S a u d i  Arabia was v e r y  much 

based cn i n t o r m a l  s t r u c t u r e  lines, Once a d e g r e e  of s t a b i l i t y  

was g a i n e d ,  K ing  Akdu l -Az iz  " , , , h a d  t o  face t h e  n e e d 2  of a more  

highly d e v e l o p e d  s o c i e t y ,  and b e  i m m e d i a t e l y  begaln t o  th ink  of 

s e t t i n g  u p  a r u d i m e n t a r y  y o v e f n g t e n t  i ~ a c h i n e * ' ,  (Assah 3969:58) T o  

d o  t h i s ,  a c c o r l i n g  t o  Assah, h e  aade u s e  of A r a b s  I n o n - S a u d i ' s )  

who had e x p e r t i s e ,  g a i n e d  ic t h e i r  home c o u n t r i e s ;  some of these 

sen were ~ a d e  m i n i s t e s s  i n  t h e  neu g o v e r n n e n t ,  An example cf 

t h i s  is  SheAh Maf iz  Wahba who was an  Egyp t i an - -&E was t h e  

King's f i r s t  n i n i s t ~ r  of education a n d  l a t e r  A m b a s s a d o r  t o  the 

C o a r t  of S t ,  Ja%es3s, Others who a s s i s t e d  came • ’ row Iraq, 

Lebanon, a n d  S y r i a ,  S i n c e  t h o s e  e a r l y  d a y s  S a u d i  A r a b i a  has  

r e l i e d  on f o r e i g n  p r s o n n e l  t o  c o n t i n u e  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  K i n g  

Abdul-  Aziz began to c o n s o l i d a t e  an i n t e r n a f  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

s t r u c t u r e  i n  S a u d i  A r a b i a  a n d  t o  p l a y  a role i n  u c r l d  a f f a x r s ,  # 

Under his r u l e  "The p e o p l e  cf S a u d i  Arabia actually e n j o y e d  a 

v e r y  h i g h  d e g r e e  of  p e r s o n a l  l i b e r t y ,  unhampered e x c e p t  i n  

regard to t h e  c o ~ a i s s i o n  of c r i ~ e s ,  t h e  p a y m e n t  of taxes a n d  

~ i l i - t a r y  a n d  c i v i l  d u t i e s N =  ( L e b k i c h e r ,  et a f -  1952:78) 1% is 

i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  K ing  Abdul-Aziz h e l d  c o u r t  f o r  h i s  

people ,  T h e y  could v i s i t  w i t h  b i g  and t e l l  h i a l  t h e i r  news o r  

troutlesi  and f o u n d  t h a t  h e  uds   re pared t o  d o  what h e  c o u l d  t o  

help theal, Such a p r a c t i c e ,  the ggil&g, a c o n s u l t a t i v e  g e t  

k o g e t h e r ,  was a p a r t  o f  t h e  B e d o u i n  t r i k a l  g o v e r c ~ e n t  and a l s o  

j u s t i f i e d  by Quraanic r e f e r e n c e ,  B o t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  k i n g  and h i s  
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b r s t h e r  princes still h o l d  open  gaJ&Ls w h e n e v e r  ~ o s s i b l e ,  

T h i s  k i n d  of c a r e  was a l s o  t h e r e  f o r  t h e  S h e i k h s  o f  t h e  

mar,y tr ibes i n  t h e  l a n d .  He h e l d  r e g u l a r  meetings n 2 t h  them a n d  

i t  is t h r o u g h  t h i s  h i g h l y  p e r s o n a l i z e d  t o u c h  t h a t  King 

A b d u l - A z i z  was tc rule h i s  c o u n t r y ,  However ,  i n  t h e  mid 19208s 

K i n g  Abdul-Aziz  came under  a t t a c k  from t h e  v e r y  novement h e  h a d  

created, t h e  Ikhwag,  which h a d  a s s i s t e d  fi ia i n  & r i n g i n g  akou l :  

t h e  gqhhabi  S t a t e ,  

"Although ostensibly r e l i g i o u s  ic motivation, I k h v a n  
activities, l i k e  the Crusade r ' s  u e r e  b r u t a l .  a n d  
politically s e l f - ~ e r v l n y , ' ~  (Hudson 1977: 173)  

The Lkhwan were d i s p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  Eant?ec i n  u h i e h  K i n g  

Bhdul -Az iz  was d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  British and the H a s h m i t e s ,  B a n y  

of t h e  Ikhwpg t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  their own f l u s l i m  brothe~s and s i d e d  

w i t h  K i n g  Abdul-Aziz and t h e  t r o u b l e s  were b r o u g h t  u n d e r  c o n t r o l  

b y  the K i n g ' s  arny. fnt s p i t e  of t h i s  ",,,it is well t o  r emember  

t h a t  t h e  fkhwqn regresented a d e e p  c u r r e n t  cf l e g i t i m a c y  i n  
a 

S a u d i  political culture, a n d  t h a t  the f a a t i l y  was v u l n e f a b l c  t o  

a t t a c k  from t h e  religious r i g h t  w i n g  b e f o r e  a s  well a s  a f t e r  the 

o n s e t  of o i l  w e a l t h  a n d  s o c i a l  w o d e r n i z a t i o n * ,  (Hudson '1977: 173)  

T h e  t a s k  that faced King B k d u l - A z i z  a n d  h i s  new n a t i o n  was 

i m m e n s e ,  T h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  were needed uere i n d e e d  c o r a ~ l e x  a n d  

c o u l d  n o t  be e a s i l y  b r o u g h t  a b o u t ,  These c h a n g e s  a re  very 

c l e a r l y  itemized b y  S m i t h e r s  (1966: 18-19) 

" 1 ,  k i n s h i p  t o  c i t i z e n s h i p  
2 ,  i s o l a t e d  camp l i f e  to  c o m ~ u n i t y  life 
3 ,  n o m a d i c  p a s t o r a l i s m  t o  modern l i f e  
4, i n d i v i d u a l i s &  to cooperative participation 
5 ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  -technofogy to  ~ o d e r n  t e c h n o l o g y  
6 ,  t r i b a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  as  a  k i n s ~ a n  t o  n a t i o n a l  



T h e s e  s i x  p o i n t s  obse rved  k y  S ~ i t b e r s  clearly i d e n t i f y  t h e  

kind cf r e o r i e n t a t i c n  cL p e o p l e  that i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  succeed i n  

b o t h  e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  T h e  f i r s t  was t h a t  o f  

g e t t i n g  p e o p l e ,  who h a d  f c r  c e n t u r i e s  r e l a t e d  to  each o t h e r  on a 

kinship b a s i s ,  t o  think i n  %eras o f  a  l a r g e r  p o l i t i c a l  u n i t - a  

c o u n t r y ,  T h i s  P c v o f ~ e s  c h a n g i n g  t h e i r  l o y a l t y  f r o m  t r i b e  to 

c e n  t r a f  g o v e r n a e n t ,  f o r  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s h i p  a n d  l o y a l t y ,  which 

w o u l d  l c o k  after t h e i r  needs, S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  q r o w t h  of urban 

centers p l a y s  a ~ a j c r  r o l e  ia m o d e r n i z i n g  a country, Cities 

become t h e  f o c u s  o f  i n d u s t r y ,  j o b s ,  cultural a c t i v i t i e s ,  

e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  and so o n - 5  The t a s k  cf 

g e t t i n g  t h e  Bedou in  o u t  of t h e  desert and into t h e  c i t i e s  t o  

work and a c c e p t  city l i fe ,  with all its i n p l i e d  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  

c o n s t r a i n t s  was n c t  and  i s  still  n o t  a n  e a s y  one, ft is 

E i f f i c u f t  to chaage s o c i a l  a n d  l i f e  g a t t e r n s  t h a t  h a v e  been 

e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  c e n t u s i e s ,  I n  order t o  a c h i e v e  this t r a n s i t i o n  

t h e r e  ~ust be  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  i d e a  that i n d i v i d u a l i s m  or  tribal 

c o l l e c t i v i s m  must g i v e  way t o  c o o p e r a t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in a 

l a r g e r  u n i t - - t h a t  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  socie t p -  

I n  o r d e r  t o  d e v e l o p  i t ,  it i s  i m ~ e r a t i v e  t h a t ,  w h a t  

S a i t h e r s  c a l l s ,  f l t r a i i i t i o n a f  t e c h n o l o g y "  t e  replaced b y  aodern 

t e c h n o l o g y -  Rowi?ver, p r s b  le ms a r i s e  when t r a d i  t i o n a l  societies 

must c a t c h  u p  i n  areaE of e d u c a t i o n  and skills t o  f i l l  newly 

See Appendix G f o r  g c ~ u i a r i o n  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  S a u d i  cities o f  
100,000 or @ore -- 198 1 f i g u r e s .  



T h e s e  a r e  t h e  main p r o b l e m  v h i c h  h a d  to b e  faced by Ring 

~ b d u l - W z i z  i n  o r d ~ r  to s e t  his ccuatrq on t h e  road to 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  

B) The Road t o  i!lrcrdern Government 

"Phen o n e  b e a r s  if mind that S a u d i  Arabia h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  
had  l i t t l e  c t l n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  
n o  experience i n  ~ o d e r n  p o l i t i c a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and 
h a r d l y  a n y  t r a d i t i o n  of s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  on a  b r o a d  
n a t i o n  s c a l e ,  t h e  s a p i d  strides t a k e n  by h e r  
a d r a i n i s 2 ; r a t i o n  t o w a r d  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  order are . l i t t le  
s h o r t  o f   miraculous,^^ { T w i t c h e l l  1958: 173) 

St is h e r e  t h a t  we s h a l l  l o o k  a t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  

S a u d i  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b y  r e v i e % i i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  by King 

Abdul-Aziz when f i r s t  h e  d e l e g a t e d  a u t h o r i t y  t c  f o r ~ a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  

[a) The K i n g  

T h e  R i n g  remained the c e n t r a l  f o c u s  of l e a r l e r s b i ~  for t h e  

new Kingdom, B e  bad  t h e  noles cf a r e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r ,  a tribal 

leader,  a n d  a t  t h e  same tine h e  a l s o  a c t e d  a s  the head  of a  

m d e r n  skate, Since h e  was t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l eader ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  

Zslaaic law, h e  a l s o  a c t e d  as t h e  suprerce judge, 'He aid n o t  ~ a k e  

l aws  b e c a u s e  these are  grovided  f o x  i n  t h e  Qur ' an ,  However, 

",-,he i s s u e s  t h e  decrees n e c e s s a r y  t o  regulate  si t u a i t i o u s  not 

--- -------- ------- 
6 T w i t c h e l l  was t h e  American g e o l o g i s t  whc discovered o i l  i n  
AL-Nasa a n d  g o l d  i n  the He jaz. His w o ~ k  cn S a u d i  A r a b i a  was 
w r i t t e n  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  Edward J, Jut:? and R, Eagley 
Winder, , 



( b )  T h e  R o y a l  Cotlrt 

T h e  Royal Court was made up of  a d ~ i a i s t r a t c r s  uhc looked 

a t t f r  t h e  p r i v a t e  a f t a i r s  of  the King,  The d i ~ l o m a t i c  a f f a i r s  of 

s ta te  were handled  k y  the B o y a l  Court, C i t h i n  t h i s  body e x i s t e d  

a number of roya l  c o u ~ s e l l o f s  whc d e a l t  w i t h  rare spec iaf ized  

affairs. 

(c) The Counc i l  of Deputies 

The Council of Deputies uas established ky a 

promulgated i n  December, 1931  and was t h e  p r o t o t y p e  

Council. of M i n i ~ t e r s ,  I t  e s t a b l i s h e d  the s u b - d i v i s i o n s  

Conncil of D e p u t i e s - - t h e  f o r m a t i o n  was: 

P r e s i d e n t  

Deputy  of foreign Affairs 

D e p u t y  of f i n a n c e  

Vice-President of t h e  C o n s u l t a t i v e  

C o u n c i l  

T h i s   ate up of t h e  newly E o r ~ e d  government was t o  

i a p o s t a n t  ro le  i n  t h e  ~ u n n i n j  of the affairs of state, 

decree 

for  t h e  

of t h e  

p l a y  an 

"The Council issued all i n s t r a c t i o n s  to g o v e r n m e n t  
d e p a r t m e n t s  whether t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o r g i n a t ~ d  i n  t h e  
C o u n c i l  or were d e c r e e s  ~~? .?Iaulgab2d b y  t h e  Kingr T h i s  
a u t h o r i t y  was s p e l l e d  o u t  a s  b e i n g  d e l e g a t e d  d i r e c t l y  by 
t h e  King,q* ( N a r r i n g t s n  1958:2) 

ft m u s t  be n o t ~ d  that t h i s  C o u n c i l  of D e p u t i e s  was set u p  b y  

K i n g  A b d u l - A z i z  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  his r u l e  of t h e  Rejaz a f t e f  its 



By t h e  late 1 9 3 0 ' s  and  t h e  e a r l y  1940 's  t h e  g o v e r a m e n t  

became more c e n t r a l i z e d  a n d  t h e  C o u n c i l  of Deputies began t o  

d e c l i n e .  The  decline took  face a s  a r e s u l t  of  increased 

corn p l e x i t i e s  of r u n n i n g  t h e  w h o l e  country and  i a c r e a s i n c ;  

c o n t ~ l e x i t i e s  i n  gcverc icent :  a f f a i r s ,  H a r r i n g t o n  3 I4583 p o i n t s  o u t  

t h a t  the c h a n g e  o c c u r r e d  as a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of t h e  extension o f  

g o v e r n m e n t  services s u c h  a s  schcols, h o s p i t a l s ,  ~ o s t  o f f i c e s ,  

a n d  t e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  s y s t e ~ s ,  r a i l r o a d s ,  The result was t h a t  

t h e  p r e v i o u s  g o v e r n m e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  were no  l o n g e r .  adequate,  

Also, frorrt t h e  ~ n d  of t h e  S i r s t  d o r l d  Ear e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  began 

t o  p l a y  a role i n  t h e  a f k a i r s  of t h e  new c c u a t r y  c r e a t i n g  a need 

f o r  a s e p a r a t e ,  expanded ,  a n d  d y n a m i c  H i r t i s t r y  of F o r e i g n  

Affairs. 

(i) B i n i s t r y  of Bore i sn  Affa irs  

I n  the e a r l y  stages, b e f o r e  1325, t h e  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  of 

A r a b i a  ueze h a n d l e d  c n  a perscnaf l e v e l  k y  Abdul-Aziz h i r a s e l f ,  

H e  d e a l t  d i r e c t l y  v k t h  B r i t i s h  f e p r e s e n t a t i s e s  such a s  S i x  Percy 

Cox, By 1925, however ,  it kecame n e c e s s a r y  to h a n d l e  f o r e i g n  

s e l a t i o n s  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  A t  t h i s  t i ~ e  a D i r e c t o f a t e  of Foreign 

A f f a i r s  was set up, In 1930, i t  was t u r n e d  i n t o  a f l i n i s t r y  of 

Foreign Af fa i r s ,  and h i s  son, t h e  Antir F a i s a l ,  t h e n  t h e  Viceroy 

of the Hejaz, was given these a d d i t i o n a l  d u t i e s ,  

It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t  Union was t h e  

f i r s t  c o u n t r y  w i t h  w h i c h  S a u d i  A r a b i a  ~ s t a k l i s h e d  f o r a a l  



relations, i i l  3926- It was not unti.1. Hay 7931 t h a t  formaJ. 

r e f a t i ons  were established vith the U n i t e d  States, S i n c e  1926 

the Saudi G o v e r n g e n t  h a s  a c c e p t e d  d i p l o m a t i c  sepresentation l r c n  

many European c c u n t r i ~ s ,  S a u d i  Arabia entered the w o r l d  of 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  affairs and took an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  f o u n d i n g  of 

the U n i t e d  W a t i o n s  and the Arab League,  

(ii) H i n i s t r y  of Defense 

Iq~ver since h i s  rise tc sower, Akdu1-Aziz has k e p t  the 

m i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  of t b e  s t a t e  under h i s  d i r e c t  su~erwis ion ,"  

( L e t k i c h e n :  et a l ,  1352:88) The s t a t e  a r o s e  out of conquests, by 

Abdul -Az iz ,  and a f t e r  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  m i i i t a f  f ~ a t t e r s  

renrained under  t h e  d irect  c o n t r o l  of t h e  King,. B y  7933-Y, the 

Ageocy of Defence waz s e t  up a n d  She&&& Abdulla S u l a i m a n  81 

Haadan, vho was t h e  n i n i s t e r  of Finance a n d  a close and trusted 

agent o t  the King, was p u t  i n  charge, Defence is an important 

a fea  i n  t h a t  t h e  state ~ u s t  b e  g s o t e c t e d  from e x t e r n a l  enemies  

a s  we11 a s  possible i n t e r n a l  problems, In setting u p  the 

i n t e r n a l  defence system l T , , . r e l i a n c e  i s  p l a c e d  on t h e  

town-people,  who, ra t h e c  than t h e  unsteady a n d  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  

Bedonins, for& t h e  h c k b c n e  of S a u d i  g o w e P ,  (Zebkicher  et al- 

'1952:Bb) A corap lex  t r a d i t i c ~ a 3 ,  s t r u c t u r e  ms set u p  v i t h  

dif f e r e a t  r e g i o n a l  areas being r e s p o n s i k l e  f o~ d e f e n c e ;  



Prior  t o  3325,  there were no e iabora te  organizat ions  for 

the administrat ion of finances, Aftes t h e  conquest o f  t h e  Hejaz 

~ b d u l - A z i z  e s tab l i shed ,  i n  1925, an Adroinistration of Finance, 

located  i n  a9eccal U F  t o  t h e  d iscovery o f  o i l ,  t h e  main source of t 

revenue for t h e  new s t a t e  came f r o @  t axes  and p i lgr im fees, For 

a period a•’ ter t h e  discovery of oil t h e  compaaies d e a l t  d i r e c t 1  y 

with t h e  King, 3a9!The o l d  Turkish prac t i ce ,  inherited b y  the  Saudi 

Government  fro^ t h e  former h ~ j a z  regime, of charging 11 percent 

ad valorem on all goods (with determinakion of the value beincj  

inf i u e n c c d  by the  lccal prices )  was abandoned in 1933 i n  favor 
I. 

R of a  t a r i f f  schedule more i n  keeping w i t h  Western g r a c t i c e s l N  

( Z e b k i c h e r  et al, 1952:89] 

(iv) Provincial and Local Government 

It is a t  t h e  l c c a l  level of g o v e ~ n m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  that t h e  

l i n k a g e s  by marriage and t h e  sons of Abdul-Aziz  Flayed an 

important: r o l e ,  Crown Prince, Amir (or corniuander) Saud, was 

d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  the superv i s i or  and administrat ion 

a f f a i r s  of t h e  N e j d  area, w h i l e  t h e  second son Amir Paisal was 

 mad^ Bicercy cf t h e  Hejaz which had its headquarters  .in ilecca, 

The: area o f  Al-Basa nas g o v e r n e d  kg A m i r  Saud i k n  J i l u w i  who 

c o z e s  from a c o l l a t e r a l  branch of t h e  Royal fami ly*  T h e  Al-fiasa 

headquarters were a t  H c f u f ,  T h e  govern01 of Rsir, A m i s  Turki a l  



S t ~ d a n r i  % a s  a. m ~ m b e r  of  a p f ~ m i n e n t  family trom t h e  Nejd and 

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Bouse  of S a u d  b y  marriage., 

T h e  u s e  of h i s  S O D S  a s  well as  t h e  use o f  p r a m i n e n t  members 

from t r i k e s  a n s t  he v ieued  a s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  way b y  which c o n t r o l  

i n  t h e  neq country bas mainta ined ,  However, t h i s  style of 

c o n t r o l  was a a n a g e a b l f  o n l y  w h i l e  t h e  g o v e r n w n t  and the a f f a i r s  

dealt with d i d  n o t  keccme t c o  cumbersome Eof d i r e c t  c o n t r o l ,  

Once t h e  a f f a i r s  of government h a d  become t o o  l a r g e ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  h ~ y o n d  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of any m e ~ b e r  of t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  •’loyal House t o  h a n d f e ,  help of the o u t s i d e r s  became 

a n e c e s s i t y  i n  h a n d l i a g  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  government 

depart faen ' ts  a n d  r e g i c n s  of t h e  c o u n t r y .  Abdul-Aziz had "--,been 

s t u d y i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e  a p p l i c a t i c n  o f  c e r t a i n  p h a s e s  of E e s t e r n  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  t o  h i s  c o u n t r y  f o r  @any y e a r s ,  and i t  is w i t h  

careful  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h a t  he,, , made up h i s  ~ i n d  t o  e f f e c t  

economic changes comparable t o  t h e  political c h a n g e s  h e  h a s  
* 

a l r e a d y  b r o u g h t  about*' .  (Sanger IS&?: 180) T h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  changes 

t h a t  Abdul-Aziz was a b l e  t o  i n p l e m e n t  %ere well under  way b e f o r e  

oil became a f a c t o r ,  O i l  marks t h e  t u r n i n g  p c i n t  f o r  S a u d i  

A r a k i a 8 s  economy f r c m  a  goor n a t i o n  r e l y i n g  on m ~ n i e s  fro@ taxes 

on t h e  p i l g r i a s  t o  Recca, to, i a  t h e  194O9s, a c o u n t r y  w i t h  

h e a l t h y  ~ r o s p e c t s  f o r  a h i g h  and  growing Gross n a t i o n a l  P roduc t .  



with L i e u t e n a n t - C o l c n e l  G e r a l d  de  Gaury ( 1 9 Y 4 : Y I )  that, ",,,the 

g r e a t  and r o m a n t i c  p e n i n s u l a  o f  A r a b i a ,  is l i k e  a f l y  b e i n g  

r e l e a s e d  from aiuber,  f c r  since t h e  tenth century it has taken no 

p a r t  i n  great econorn ic  o r  p o l i t i c a l ,  rmvementsw, As a l r e a d y  

noted, p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e  came w i t h  t h e  rise t o  power of 

Abdul-Rziz  a n d  the discovery cf o i l  was t o  l e a d  t o  econont ic  

chanqe and thereby r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  need  f o r  f u r t h e r  a n d  

c o n t i n u i n g  p o l i t i c a l  change, Mowever i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1938 t h a t  

t h e r e  was a n y  certainty t h a t  a  c o m m e r c i a l l y  v i a b l e  amount  of o i f  

existed, Once t h i s  was c o n f i r m e d  t h e  camp a t  D a ~ m a n  changed intc 

a cotnmunity. 'Vaffiify c o t t a g e s  and d o r m i t o r i e s  and a p a r t n t e n t s  f o r  

men w i t h o u t  fami l ies  s p r a n g  up a n d  were j o i n e d  by a d i n i n g  hall, 

c l u b h o u s e  and s r s i ~ m i n g  goo l ,  { A r a b i a n  Aieer ican O i l .  Colai~any 

1968:117) Other s u ~ ~ o r t  s e r v i c e s  were installed s u c h  a s  a 

h o s p i t a l  a n d  c l i n i c ,  By 3938, a s t o f a g e  and s h i ~ p i n g  t e r m i n a l  

was b u i l t  at al-KRobar.  This was done to  s t a r t  t h e  o i l  moving to  

t h e  B a h r a i n  P e t r o l e u m  Company (BAPCO) for r e f i n i n g  s i n c e  there 

were n o  r e f i n i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  S a u d i  A r a b i a  a t  t h a t  time, 

However, with  t h e  a n s e t  of P o r l d  War 13: d e v e F o ~ n r e n t  h a l t e d  a n d  

n o t h i n g  f u r t h e r  was  done u n t i l  t h e  gad of the war, 

For t h e  d u r a t i c n  of t h e  war the e m p l o y e e s  who remained were 

p u t  t o  work i n  other f i e l d s ,  "The c o a p a n y  assisted the S a u d i  

Rrabiar~ G o o e r n a e n t  in s c l v i s g  proiulenas r e s u l t i n g  frora s h o r t a g e s  

of t r a n s p o r . t a  t i o n  and f o c d ,  ** ( A r a b i a n  American G i l  CoBpany 



1968:20) T h e s e  w o r k e r s  were t r a i n e d  e n g i n e e r s  a n d  g e o l o g i s t s  a n d  

they, d u r i n g  t h i s  time, searched f o r  water r e s o u r c e s  a n d  a l s o  

w o r k e d  o n  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  area o f  

a l - K h a r j ,  s o u t h e a s t  o f  Riyadh , .  However ,  t h e  war f u r t h e r  

s t i a u l a t e d  t h e  Awricaa g o v e r n m e n t  t o  build a r e f i n e r y  a t  Ras 

T a n u r a  which would h a v e  t h e  c a ~ a c i t y  t o  p r o d u c e  50,000 k a r r e l s  a 

d a y P  T h e  money f o r  t h i s  was p f o v i d e d  by  Aramco 's  o w n e r  

c o ~ p a n i e s .  This ce w refinery s t a r t e d  p a r t i a l  p r o d u c t i o ~  by 

S e p t e a b e r ,  19Q5 a n d  i n  Cecemter went i n t o  f u l l  p r a d u c t i o u ,  

S h o r t l y ,  a f t e r  1945, Aramco d i s c o v e r e d  f o u r  R o r e  oil f i e l d s  

L o c a t e d  a t  D a m a n ,  Hadriya, A b q a i q ,  a n d  Gat i f ,  Hbth these 

d i s c o v e r i e s  S a u d i  A r a b i a ' s  f i n a n c i a l  f u t u r e  b r i g h t e n e d *  

Aramco is i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h a t ,  a s  a r e s u l t  of its 

e x p l o r a t i o n s  EOE o i l ,  t h e  Kingdom o f  S a u d i  A r a b i a  h a d  a new 

r e s o u r c e  u p o n  irhicC t o  develop* A l s o  i t  p r o v i d e d  jobs ,  for **n;en 

who a few y e a r s  agc were g r i ~ i t i v e  B e d o u i n s  eking o u t  a m e a g e r  e 

e x i s t e n c e  a r o u n d  t t e  s p a r s e  ~ a t e r - h o l e s  o f  81-Masa Province afe  

now d r a w i n g  r e g u l a r  wages a n d  e a t i n g  sew a n d  n u t r i t i o u s  f o o d s u ,  

( S a n g e r  3947: 382) I t  is a t  this p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  of 

w o d e x n i z a t i o n  a n d  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t e c h n o l a g 7  c o m b i n e d  q i t h  

Eestera c o n v e n i e n c e s  s u c h  a s  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  r u ~ n i n g  water, a n d  

c a n n e d  g o o d s ,  set t h e  p a c e  oE c h a n g e ,  K i n g  Akduf-Aziz  w a n t e d  t o  

i m p r o v e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  t r y  t o  s ~ t t l ~  the E e d o u i n ,  b u t  h e  

was u n e a s y  a b o u t  t h e  iatpact m o d e r n i z a t i o n  would  h a v e  on h i s  

p e o p l e  i n c l u d i n g  members of h i s  own f a m i l y ,  I n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  

~ i l l i a m  Eddy, i n  t h e  1940 's ,  



"lbn. Sasud e x p l a i n e d , ,  , h i s  s i m p l e  r u l e  of t h u n k  i n  
dealing w i t h  o u r  godless, m a t e r i a l i s t i c  Best: we H u s l i m s  
h a y @  t h e  o n e ,  true f a i t h ,  b u t  A l l a h  g a v e  you the i r o n  
w h i c h  is inaniirate, neither ~rohibited n o r  mentioned i n  
the Qurqanw, (Ed3y 1963:257) 

K i n g  A b d u l - 8 z i z  d i e d ,  i n  1953, j u s t  as the p r o b l e m s  of m i x i n g  

"iron a n d  f a i t h * '  began t o  reveal t h e m s e l v e s ,  

King &I& (1953 59 Wl51 - -- 
Up to 1953, King A b d u l - A z i z  had managed t o  c e n t r a f i z e  h i s  

power a n d  c o n t r o l  t h r o u g h  h i s  p e r s o n a l  charisrra and by e x p a n d i z g  

the b o u n d s  of his g o v e r n m e n t ,  P h i I b y  (1955: x i i i P )  n o t e s ,  

however, t h a t  **--,when t h e  signs of d e c i i n e  were t o o  o k v i o u s  t o  

e s c a p e  n o t i c e ,  t h e r e  was a g e n e r a l  r e l a x a t i o n  o f  d i s c i p l i n e  and 

c o n t r o l  w i t h  disastrous effects o n  t h e  ecoaomy a n d  r e p u t a t i o n  of 

t h e  c o u n t r y . "  T h e s e  p r o b l e m s  were t o  plague Saud who becaae K i n g  

when his f a t h e r  d i e d ,  Althcugh S a u d  had worked c l o s e l y  with h i s  

famous father h~ d i d  not have the s t r o n g  & e r s o n a i i t y  t h a t  gas; 

required t o  hold the Royal F a m i l y  t o g e t h e r  a n d  r u n  t h e  a f f a i r s  

of s ta te .  A s  n o t e d  by K a a u e r h a s ~ ,  h e  was u a y r e ~ a r r d  t o  rule the 

country, This was alsc noted by Khadcuin, who records King 

Bbd ul-Aziz's concef n a b o u t  Saud 's lack of b o t h  e x p e r i e n c e  and 

prudence. D u r i n g  the e a r l y  s t a g e s  of h i s  rule, st , , ,King S a u d ,  

-,,was forced t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  grogiag p o l r t i c a i  a n d  social 

awareness of h i s  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  t h e  u n q u e s t i o n e d  a u t h o r i t y  of 

h i s  fa ther t* .  [Walpole et al. 1971: 153)  

Saud faced %any p r o b l e m s ,  both d n a e s t i c  a n d  e x t e r n a l ,  F i r s t  

was his own p e r s o n a l  n e a k n e s s  of c h a r a c t e r - - h e  w a s  n o t  a s t r o n g  

l e a d e r ,  The gcvr rnmen t  structure t h a t  his father had set u p  



n e e d e d  Lo be r e v i s e d  to meet the new c h a l l e ~ g e s  t h a t  o i l  w e a l t h  

h a d  b r o u g h t ,  G o v e r r s e n t  s p e n d i n g  had  g c t  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l - - t h e  

c o u n t r y  was o n  t h e  verge of b a n k r u p t c y ,  There were m ~ m b e r s  of 

t h e  R o y a l  F a ~ i l y  who  • ’ e l k  t h a t  S a u d  was too slow t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  

process of m o d e r a i z a t i o a ,  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  o i l  r e v e n u e s  b r o u g h t  

too much money into t h e  goverrmeat~s c o f r e r s  ( g rea t  b y  t h e  

v i e w p o i n t  of t h e  t i a e ,  a l t h o u g h  s u b s t a n k i a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  b y  

s u b s e q u e n t  e v e n t s )  which c a u s e d  w,-.the spread of a p p a l l i n g  

c o r r u p t i o n  t h r o u g h  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  t h e  A d ~ i n i s t r a t i o r ? , ~ '  ( P h i l b y  

A nuaber of ~ r o t l e m s  arose on t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  scene which  

a f f e c t e d  t h e  S a u d i  s t a t e ,  R ~ f a t i c n s  with E g y ~ t  were s e r i o u s l y  

strained when K i n g  Saud" c c o p l i c i t y  i n  an a s s a s i n a t i o n  pfst 

directed a t  P r e s i d e n t  Game1 A b d u l  Nasser were r e v e a l e d ,  This Led 

d i r e c t l y  t o  much o f  Saud's  gouer b e i n g  t a k e n  away,  a n d  

vice-regal p o w e r  g r a n t e d  t o  Crown P r i n c e  F a i s a l ,  i n  1958, This 

was a m e a s u r e  t c  s a v e  t h e  natica's i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c r e d i b i l i t y -  

The p r e s e n c e  of t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  n e w l y  formed s t a t e  05  Israel was 

a s o u r c e  of f r i c t i o n  between t h e  A r a b  and non-Arak w o r l d ,  

Jerusalem h c u s i o g  cae cf t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  Musl im s h r i n e s ,  t o  

w h i c h  free access was now limited, T h e r e  were a l s o  a nuaibsr of 

c o n f l i c t s  o v e r  b o r d e r s  w h i c h  h a d  not b e e n  c l e a r l y  d e f i n ~ d ,  And, 

i n  r e s F o n s e  t o  t h e  o i l  carteZts r e d u c t i o n  i n  b u y i n g  prices for  

c r u d e  o i l ,  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b u d g e t i n g  ~ l a n s  of 

producing s t a t e s ,  the Organ i za t i cn  of P e t r o l e u n  P x p o r t i n g  

C o u n t r i e s  was f o r n e d  i n  O c t o b e r  1960, S a u d i  A r a b i a ' s  o l f  



( 

m i n i s t e r ,  A b d u l f a h  T a r i k i ,  p l a y e d  a key o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  role, a n d  

S a u d i  Arabia a l ~ c s t  i m e d i a t e l y  t c o k  a leading r o l e  i n  t h e  

a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  newly e s t a b f  i s h e d  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  

A )  I n t e r n a l  Prablems 

T w i t c h e l l ,  dealing w i t h  Saui iqs  p o o r  leaders hi^, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  i n t e r n a l  p r o h l e ~ s ,  s t a t e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  "There is 

no d o u h t  t h a t  much o f  t h e  annual iricome ffom oil is s p e n t  cn 

l a v i s h  living by t h e  ~ r o d i g i o u s  royal f a a i l y ,  b u t  i t  is a l s o  

t r u e  t h a t  a very r e a l  k e y i n n i n g  h a s  been made t o  s p r e a d  

e x p ~ n d i t u r e s  s p s t e a i a t i c a l l  y f a r  t h e  b e n e f i t  of t h e  w h o l e  

c o u n t r y 1 * .  ( T w i t c h e l i  1958: I89-'19O) This extravagance b r o u g h t  

S a u d i  Arabia c l o s e  t o  k a n k r u p t c y ,  However ,  much of t h e  i n t e r a a l  

c o r r u p t i o n  had af r e a d y  b e g u n  before K i n g  Akdu l -Az iz  died, 

Under t h e  r u l e  of R i n g  Abdul-Aziz ,  1902-1953, t h e  amre . 
i n f o r m a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  r u n n i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  worked- It was easy 

i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of Saudi d e v e l o p m e n t  to c e n t r a l i z e  a l l  gower 

i n  t h e  h a n d s  of one @ a n ,  who was t h e  f i rst  g m g  and l a t e r  t o o k  

on t h e  w e s t e r n  t i t l e  o f  King ,  T h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t y l e  o f  

leadership w o r k e d  well u c t i P  t h e  discovery of oil i . n  t h e  aid 
, 

3 8 3 0 * s ,  As time p a s s e d  King Abdu l -Az iz  f o u n d  t h a t  h e  could no 
_/-- - - - 

l o n g e r  handle all of  t h e  a f f a i r s  of s t a t e  and  i e  ai ,pointed 

v a r i o u s  m i n i s t e r s  t o  s h a r e  t h e  burden. Just before  h i s  d e a t h  i n  

1953, h e  d e c r e e d  that a C c o n c i l  of P l i n i s t e r s  s h o u l d  b e  set  up,  

t o  h a n d l e  and  d i v i d e  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t e s  of state. T h i s  was 

e v e n t u a f f y  i ~ p l e m e n t e d  by Ring S a u d  i n  1957, T h e s e  new 



%in i s t r i e s  were i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  Defence, A g r i c u l t u r e ,  t h e  

I n t e r i o r ,  B e a l t h ,  Communicat io .f is ,  E d u c a t i u r ,  a n d  F i n a n c e ,  w i t h  

t h e  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  r e t a i n i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  d i r e c t l y  f o r  F o r e i g n  

~ f f a i f s ,  N e w  F r e s z u r e s  now began a f f e c t i n g  a l I  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  

state, A l t h o u g h  still s t r o n g l y  t r a d i t i o n a l ,  the g o v e ~ n r a e n t  was 
\ 

now a d o p i n y  m o r e  fcrn;al  a r ,d  less p e r s o n a l . i f e Z  3 E r u c t u r e . s  t o  
- --- 

d e a l  with i t s  b u s i n e s s ,  There was a l s o  a g r o w i n g  d e s i r e  i n  the 

E o y a l  F a m i l y  f o r  r a ~ i d  ~ o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  K i n g  Saud's y o u n g e r  

b r o t h e r ,  Prince T a l a l ,  was t h e  leader of  a g r o u p  o f  p r i n c e s  who 

were c a l l i n g  f o r  a n  increased pace of m o d e r n i z a t i o n  and Mere no* 

h a p ~ y  with t b e  n a n n e s  i n  which S a u d  was r u n n i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

T a l a L ,  who was a meraber of t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  Miaisters, demanded 

c h a n g e s  s u c h  as, **cons t i t u l t i o n a l  r e i o r ~ ,  e x t o l l i n g  sccialisnt a s  

a f urndaraenta l  ~ r i n c i g l e  of IslaffiH, (Warpule 197 1: 155) Talal's 

goa l  was t h a t  t h e  Kingdom cE S a u d i  A r  a t i a  s h o u l d  become a 

S o c i a l i s t i c  I s lamic  Arab B e p u k l i c ,  T h e s e  grcblcuis s t a r t e d  i n  

1 9  a n d  by 1962 T a l a i  was L i v i n g  i n  e x i l e  i n  E g y p t .  H e  and  

t h r e e  of h i s  b r o t h e r s  renounced t h e i r  S a u d i  c i t i z e n s h i p  b u t  i n  

f a c t  t h e y  had l o s t  t h e i r  r o y a l  s t a t u s  even b ~ f ~ r f  t h a t ,  

3) E x t e r n a l  P r o b l e m s  

As a l ready n o t e d ,  S a u d S s  r e p u t a t i o n  came u n d e r  a t t a c k  w i t h  

t h e  r e p o r t  of h i s  i s v o l v e m e n t  i n  a n  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  p l o t  against 

P r e s i d e n t  Nasser o f  E g y p t ,  However, this was n o t  the end o f  h i s  

p r o . b l e n s  i n  t h e  i a t e r n a t i c n a l  s ~ h e r e ,  T h e  i 4 i d d l e  E a s t  h a s  fcng 

b e e n  a n  a r e a  where p a l i t r c a l  d i s c o n t e n t ,  infighting, and 

82  



r e p e a t e d  s h o r t l i v e d  wars occur  b e t w e e n  c o u n t r i e s ,  When p r o b l e m s  

arose b e t w e e n  t h e  A r a b  c o u n t r i e s  t h e  s u p e r p o w e r s  t o o k  a n  

i n t e r e s t  i n  t r y i n g  tc s e t t l e  matters. T h e  U,S,S,R, was v e r y  

interested i n  t h e  a r e a  a n d  the United S t a t e s *  interest began tc 

r e v e a l  i t s e l f  from 1955 o n w a r d s ,  The  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  

l X , ,  , d e c i d e d  t c  c c n t a i r ,  S o v i e t  influence i u  t h e  a r ea  b y  
w i n n i n g  t h e  s u ~ ~ o r t  of t h o s e  A r a b  s t a t e s  w h c s ~  l e a d e r s  
were o p p o s ~ d  t o  communism a n d  i t s  chief a l l y ,  rJasser8s 
n a t i o n a l i s a ,  T h i s  s t r a t e g y  a n d  p o l i c y ,  g r o c f  a i m e d  i n  
March 1957,  was known a s  t h e  E i s e n h o w e r  D o c t r i n e ,  
*.-King S a u d  of S a u d i  A r a b i a  was t h e  first Arab r u l e r  t o  
e n d o r s e  t h e  Eisfnbower D o c t r i n e  openly-- i r o n i c a l l y  a f t e r  
he h a d  s i g n e d  with E g y ~ t ,  J o r d a n ,  a n d  S y r i a  ao A r a b  
S o l i d a r i t y  A g r e e m e n t  d e s i g n e d  t o  P i ~ i t  B r i t i s h  i n f l u e n c e  
i n  J o r d a n l * ,  {Akboushi 1970: 181) 

S a u d  was a b l e  t o  h a n d l e  n e i t h e r  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  of running h i s  own 

c o u n t r y  n o r  t h e  E r e s x u r e s  a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  level, fn 7 9 5 8 ,  

a l l  executive p o w e r s  were h a n d e d  over t o  P r i n c e  faisal gho t h e n  

took t h e  n e c e s s a r y  neasures t o  r e s t o m  a n d  c c n t s o l  t h e  a f f a i r s  

o f  s tate.  , 

Another major e x t e r n a l  p r c b l e m  was t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  the 

s t a t e  of I s r a e l  i n  1948, S a u d t s  f a t h e r  K i n g  Abdu l -Az iz  h a d  been 

upset b y  the e s t a b l i s h a e n t  of I s r a e l  a n d  always f e l t  s t r o n g l y  

a b o u t  J e r u s a l e m  a n d  t h e  fac t  t h a t  this area s h o u l d  r e m a i n  i n  

A r a b  h a n d s ,  T h i s  was because the Done of the Bock i n  J e r u s a l e m  

was t h e  third ncst  i m p o r t a n t  p l a c e  o f  worship f c r  M u s l i g s  a f t e r  

decca a n d  Mediaa,  I s r ae l  was a n d  s t i l l  is p e r c e i v e d  a s  a t h r e a t  

t o  t h e  A r a b  w o r l d  a n d  its c c n t i a u e d  e x i s t e n c e  of s t r a t e g i c  

importance to the United States, "At the e n d  cf 1956, S a u d i  

A r a b i a n  t r o o p s  Here r e p o r t e d l y  in Jordan a s  a deterrent t o  t h e  

~ i l i t a r y  t h r e a t  f r c ~  Israel, a n d  i n  March 1957, i n  a c c o r d a n c e  



g i t h  a S a u d i - J o r d a n i a n  mi l i ta ry  (9951:164)) I n  t h a t  

s a m e  yeas She S a u d i  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  deposited $14 million in 

J o r d a n i a n  b a n k s ,  The r e l a t i c n s h i ~  between S a u d i  Ara t i a  and 

J o r d a n ,  s t r a i n e d  f o r  h a l f  a c e n t u r y  a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  M a s h e m i t e  

c l a i ~ s  t o  t h e  kings hi^ of Arabia, began t o  i m ~ r o v e ,  

The f i n a l  e x t e r n a l  factor that  s h o u l d  h e  e x a m i n e d  is t h a t  

of t h e  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  P e t r o l e u m  Bx~orting C o u n t r i e s ,  b e t t e r  

known a s  OPEC, T h i s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was formed i n  S e p t e m b e r  oE 

1960,  i n  Baghdad, a n d  its f o u n d i n g  m e ~ b e r s  were: S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  

I r a n ,  I r a q ,  Kuvait, and V e n e z u e l a ,  By 1961, Q a t a r  j o i n e d  a n d  i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  Libya a n d  I n d o n e s i a ,  Its ~ r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  was 

to form a united front w i t h  r e g a r d  to p e t r o l e u m  policies; t o  

saf  guard t h e i r  common interests; a n d  to b u i l d  s t r e n g t h  u h e c  

d e a l i n g  u i t h  the m u l t i - n a t i c n a f  c i l  c o ~ g a n i e s ,  

F o r  t h e  first time t h e s e  c o u n t r i e s  i n  O P E C  s h a r e d  a coamon 

goa l ,  This is i n g o r t a n t  i n  v i e w  of  t h e  rc le  w h i c h  S a u d i  A r a t i a  

b a s  p l a y e d  since then i n  t h e  i c t e r n a t i o n a l  arena, 

During  t h e  e l e v e n  y e a r  r u l e  of King S a u d ,  Saudi A r a b i a  

began to  p l a y  an i m p r t a n t  par t  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ~ o l i t i c s  of t h e  

r e g i o n .  Although nct a smooth p r i o d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  recent 

S a u d i  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  this period r e v e a l e d  the many problerns t h a t  

can  ar ise w i t h  e n o f m o u s  and s u d d e n  wealth ( s u d d e n  i n  teras  of a 

t h i r t y  y e a r  s p a n ) ,  C o n s i d e r i n g  

"In 19Y5, t h e  wheel was s c a r c e i y  b e i n g  u s e d  i@ Saudi 
A r a b i a ,  The c o g g o n  mcde o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was t h e  camel, 
a n d  t h e  majority of t h e  p p u l a t i c n  earned a @eager 

. l i v i n g  f r o m  a g r i c u l t u r e  o r  a n i i e a l  husbandra,  If an 
a n i i n a l  b e c a m e  ill or t h e  spring r a i n s  failed, i t  was 
G o d ' s  will, I f  t h e  a n i m a l  r e c o v e f e d  o r  the h a r v e s t  was 



a d e q u a t e  d e s p i t e  t h e  Pack o f  r a i n ,  i t  was God's  mercy 
and all praise was d u e  t h e n ,  If t h e  a n i a a l  d i e d  or t h e  
crop f a i l e d ,  i t  was a l s o  God's w i l l ,  a n d  goatherd and 
farmer acce2ted i t ,  praying f o r  b e t t e r  times," 
(Knaueshase  1977: 6 )  

With modern medicine, s k i l l s  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  v a r i o u s  facets of 

l i f e  i n  S a u d i  A r a b i a  a l s o  begun Xc change ,  

K i a  EEisaA JJWJ = 19751  -- 
A s  not .ed  akove,  under t h e  weak rule of King  Saud  S a u d i  

Arabia f o u n d  itself f a c i n g  the c o n s e q u e n c e s  of o i l  ~ e a l t h ,  o i l  

e c o n o m i e s ,  an4 t h i r d -  world p l i t i c a l  s y m p a t h i e s ,  a r a p i d  pace of 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  interest i n  i t se l f  and i n  the 

region, B u t ,  while King i n  name f o r  e l e v e n  years, ' h e  o n l y  hieid 

power for f i v e  years, For t h e  b a l a n c e  of h i s  reign his 

h a l f - b r a t h e r ,  Crown Prince F a i s a l ,  w i e l d e d  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  power ,  

a s  Priiae R i n i s t e r  a n d  t h e n  a s  V i c e r o y ,  

A )  The Plan 

Paisa l  i b n  Abdul -Az iz  i f n  BCdur-Bahman a 1  Faisa3. a 1  S a u d  

was  b o r n  i n  R i y a d h  i n  c en tra l  Arabia i n  1905 or 1406 ,  some t h r e e  

or f i v e  years a f t e r  h i s  fa ther  had r e c a p t u r e d  t h a t  town for t h e  

f a m i l y  and  t h e  jiaqhabzg. He was h i s  f a t h e r ' s  t h i r d  s o n ,  h e  

e v e n t u a l l y  h a d  more than f o r t y  b r o t h e r s  (and u n c o u n t e d  s i s t e r s )  

who survived chi iPdhoad,  t h e  fruits of Ibn S a u d q s  ~ r a c t i c e  of 

u r a i i i c a t i o n  thrcugh maxr iage ,  H i s  m o t h e r  was of the Al-Sheik& 

f a m i l y ,  whose  a n c e s t q  i n c l u d e d  t h a t  of Buhammad i b n  Akd 

a l -Jahhab who was t h e  r o u n d e r  of the  j&i&&ia% f u n d a m e n t a l i s m  



w h i c h  was s o  i m p o r t a n t  i n  Amkia, Her d e a t h  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h e  gas 

b a r n  b r o u g h t   hi^ u ~ d e r  t h e  care of h i s  m a t e r n a l  g r a n d f a t h e r ,  who 

b r o u g h t  h i w  u~ i n  teat family's t r a d i t i o n  of r e l i g i o u s  

s c h o l a r s h i p ,  Faisalfs i n t e l l i g e n c e  a t t r a c t e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  

a t t e n t i o u  a n d  a s  t h ~  s o n  g r e w  t h e  f a t h e r  spent much time v i t h  

h im,  t a l k i n g ,  v i s i t i n g ,  p l a y i n g ;  i n  later y e a r s  E a i s a l  s t a t ed  

t h a t  h e  r e c e i v e d  his a ~ p r e n i i c e s h i p  i n  s t a t e c r a f t  from h i s  

f a t h e r ,  

His p r e c o c i o u s  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and r n a t u r i t y  l e d  Ibn S a u d  t o  

a p p o i n t  h i m ,  a t  t h e  ace of t h i r t e e n ,  h e a d  of a delegation to  the I 

Eri t i s h  governmeat i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  Oorl d war I, 

*%to d i s c u s s  outstanding q o e s t i c n s ,  listed by t h e  B r i t i s h  
a s  f o l l o w s :  
E x p l a n a t i o n  a n d  justification of I b n  S a u d ' s  a t t i t u d e  
t o w a r d s  K i n g  Mussain of the Nijaz ( t h e  former Sherif of 
riecca who h a d  a s s u m e d  the t i t l e  of R i n g ) ,  
The b o u n d a r i e s  of Najd w i t h  s ~ e c i a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  the 
d i s p u t e d  Ha j d - B i  jaz  b o u n d a r y  a a d  i t s  d e m a r c a t i o n ,  
T h e  question of r e - a f f i r m a t i o n  of the treaty made i n  
1906 between I b n  Saud b p  H , H , G ,  
The r e q u e s t  f o r  a n  increase i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  
qtiven t o  f b n  S a d  by B,# .  G, 
Request f o r  d i s ~ a t c h  of a n  e n v o y  t o  H,FI,G. to discuss 
points a r i s i n g  out o f  a k o v e  matters v i t h  fbn S a u d  w i t h  a 
v i e *  t o  a d e f i n i t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  for t h e  f u t u r e , "  
(DeGaury 1966: 24)  

Although t h e  h o s p i  t a l i t y  a r r a n g e a e n t s  were ~oorfy o r g a n i z e d  and 

h e  s u f f e r e d  u n w a r r a n t e d  p r o v o ~ a t i o n s  a n d  insults, b c t h  

accidental a n d  u n i a t e n t i o n a f ,  f r o m  the B r i t i s h ,  and d e l i b e r a t e ,  

f r o m  o t h e r  A r a b  d e l e g a t i o n s  ( w i t h  who@ Ibn Saud was is; d i s p u t e  

over t e r r i t o r y ) ,  P a i s a l  a c q u i t t e d  h i ~ s e l f  well, Bcuever, l i t t l e  

was a c h i e v e d  oa t h e  g u e s t i c n s  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  T ~ E  B r i t i s h  

coament t o  f b n  S a u d  was t h a t ,  s i n c e  World War 1 %as now over, 



peace s h o u l d  p r e v a i l  i n  t h e  Aral  world.  There was no d i r e c t  

r e s p o n s e  t o  Hbn S a u d g s  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  the S h e r i f  of Hecca 

c l a i m i n g  t h e  title of Kiny  of t h e  Arabs, 

Xhen P a i s a l  r e t u r n e d  f r c m  h i s  t r i p ,  l@n S a u d  g a v e  hi& a 

m i l i t a r y  command i n  Asir, D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  i n  t h e  1920*s, the 

p e r i o d  o f  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  and u n i f i c a t i o n  o f  A r a b i a ,  t h e  y o u a g  

F a i s a l  watched h i s  f a t h e r  win k a t t l e s  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  remove the 

S h e r i f  a t  R e c c a   fro^ his s e l f - ~ r o c l a i m e d  g o s i t i o n  a s  Kiny i n  the 

Hejaz, When t h i s  h a d  been a c h i e v e d ,  i n  1925, Ibr, Saud  a p p o i n t e d  

Faisal his d e p u t y  a n d  Vicercy t o  g o v e r n  the H E ~ ~ z  f o r .  h im ,  

T h e f e  are  a a n y  tbings t h i c h  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  g r o w t h  of a n  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  Por P a i s a l ,  his f a t h e r  a n d  his f a i t h  a n d  p e r s o n a l  

strength of c h a r a c t e r  a re  major factors which  made hixi  an 

e f f e c t i v e  King of  S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  H e  had grown  u p  f a c i n g  h i s  

r e s ~ o n s i b i l i t i e s  a n d  had l e a r n e d  a l o t  a b o u t  g o l i t i c s ,  b o t h  

i n t e r n a l  and  i n t e r n a t i c n a f .  From 1958 t o  1964, h e  worked h a r d  t o  

r e s o l v e  the nany s r c b l e m s  f a c i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y .  S a u d  and  P a i s a f ,  

a l t h o u g h  b r o t h e r s ,  were n o t  o f  t h e  same m o t h e r  o r  u g b r i n g i n y  and 

t h i s  a c c o u n t s  f o r  the ffia j u r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e i r  a p p r o a c h e s .  

B) Paisalts Accessicn to Power 
, 

*#The  l e a d e r s h i p  of F a i s a l  s h o u l d  b e  v i e w e d  a s  a c o n t i n u u m  

i n  w h i c h  the p e r i o d  o f  his ~ r e m i e r s h i p  a i t h  f u l l  F o w e r s  and t h e  

s u b s e q u e n t  p e r i o d  a s  king c o n s t i t u t e d  b u t  p h a s e s  of t h e  g e n e r a l  

process of g o v e r n i n g ,  t h e  aim o f  which was t o  m o d e r n i z e  the 

c o u n t r y  i n  a d a i n i s t r a t i v e  and  t e c h n i c a l  s e c t o r s  w h i l e  a d h e r i n g  



t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ~ r i n c i p l e s  i n  t h e  ~ e ~ i g i o u s ,  c u l t u z a l ,  and t o  

s o n e  e x t e n t ,  s o c i a l  sectors.as f L e n c z o v s k i  1990: 598) 

p a i s a 1  becane t h e  de f a c t o  ruler in '1958, when Saudss ill 

h e a l t h  a n d  i n c a p a c i t y  t o  rule had to b e  dealt aith, Later on 

P a i s a 1  was aade v i c e r o y  a n d  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r -  A t  t h i s  time S a u d  

was l e f t  with t h e  t i t l e  of King, b u t  he aade f r e q u e n t  a t t e m p t s  

t o  e x e r c i s e  his l o s t  power,  The s i t u a t i o n  came  to  a head i n  

In most a b s o l u t e  @ o n a r c h i e s  whea a r u l e r  p r o v e s  

i n c o m p e t e n t ,  f a c t i o n s  develop, c i v i l  war may break ou.t a n d  r i v a l  

c l a i l e a n t s  to  t h e  thrcre  seek t o  a s s a s s i n a t e  each o t h e r ,  111 t h e  

Saujrli case, F a i s a l  had  p r o m i s e d  h i s  father b e f o r e  h e  d i e d  %hat  

h e  w o u l d  be l o y a l .  t o  h i s  b r o t h e r  Saud ,  Ne t o o k  no s t e p s  to p u s h  

him a s i d e  o r  ou t  of his r o l e  a s  King, but undertook to save t h e  

l e g i t i m a c y  of the House of Saud and p u s h  f o r  m d e r n i z i n g  his 

c o u n t r y  , 

"One Arab c o r r e s p o n d e n t  w r i t i n g  f r o =  Xiyadh, g c i n t e d  o u t  
t h a t  t h e  two key ~ l e g e n t ~  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  S a u d i  
Arabia were firstly t b e  K i n g ,  t h e  C r o w n  P r i n c e  a ~ a d  t h a  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  s e c o n d 1  y, t h e  N i g h e r  C c u n c i l ,  
composed of t h e  princes a a d  the Ulatna. When the first 
fails t o  operate p r o p e r l y ,  t h e  second a u t o m i t i c a l l y  
s t e p s  i n  t o  c o r r e c t  the s i t u a t i o n ,  T h i s  was p r e c i s e l y  
u h a t  happened d u r i n g  t h e  f o u r  weeks  receding Paisalas 
accession t c  t h e  f ; b r ~ n e , j ~  f D e G a u r y  1966: 131)  

F a i s a l e s  accession t o  t h e  t h r o n e  was b r o u g h t  a b u t  t h r o u g h  
- -- - - - _ _ _  " - 

t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  Eoyal princes and t h e  ~ l i m a ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  

DeGaary, S a u d  was g i v e n  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  l i v i n g  i n  S a u d i  Arabia o r  

moving t o  a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y *  B e  ~ o v e d  to Athens, Greece, where h e  

d i e h  i n  1969., "Cf t h e  two royal brothers, F a i s a l  was more 



progressive i n  h i s  outloak and was endowed w i t h  s u p e r i o r  

inte l3 . igcnce  a n d  s t r e n g t h  of c h a r a c t e r , * 9  { L e n c z o w ~ k i  1967: I D O )  

a l t h o u g h  t h e  p e r i o d  from 1953 t o  1964 was f r a u g h t  w i t h  i n t e r n a l  

p r o b l e m s  and kressures f r o a  t h e  international arena t h e  c o u n t r y  

had e a b a r k e d  on t h e  F r o c e s s  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  

C) E a i s a l ~ s  Bole i n  P o l i t i c a l  Development  

F a i s a l ,  like his fak;s,er, s o u g h t  .to i a ~ r o v e  t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  

e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o c s  i n  h i s  country, R e  uas n o t  e d u c a t e d  in t h e  

f o r n t a l  sense b u t  h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  combined w i t h  h i s  

i n t e l l i g e n c e  made h i m  a gsogress ive  l e a d e r ,  and he had l e a r n e d  

much a b o u t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  a s  t h e y  a f f e c t e d  Saudi Arabia, 

~ Q I n e v i t a b l y  Faisal" p r o g r e s s i v e  ~ o l i c i e s  p l a n t e d  t h e  s e e d s  of 

i m p a t i e a c e ,  h i g h e r  a a ~ i r a t i o n s ,  a n d  resentment a g a i n s t  t h e  

s t r i n g e n t  t aboos  on l i q u o r ,  d s e s s ,  and a wide r a n g e  of W e s t e r n  

consumer  goods,*"(Bird 1475:12) No ~ a t t e r  how radical f a i s a l l s  

p o l i c i e s  f or  change seemed h e  was a s t i c k l e r  f o r  h o l d i n g   lose 

t o  t h e  p u r i t a n i c a l  ways of W a h b a b i s ~ ,  

By t h e  time F a i s a l  had become R i n g  cucb i n  t h e  way o f  

modernizing d c v e l c ~ m e n t  had af ready begun. H i s  f a t h e r ,  King 

Abdul-Aziz, found it necessary t o  f i r s t  s e e k  a i d  f r o %  secularly 

e d u c a t e d  Arabs  o.f o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  and then ss't up a g o r e  formal 

gosfrnment s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  C c u n c i l  of D e ~ u t i e s  (prototype for  t h e  

C o u n c i l  of Hirnisters, 1357) t o  d e a l  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  goverament 



Neu t e c h n i q u e s  $01 c o m ~ u n i c a t i o n  s u c h  a s  Zhe  t e l e g h a p h  were 

i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h e  1920s d e s p i t e  a l o t  of o b j e c t i o n s  from t h e  

Ulama, who feared t E a t  S a t a n  m i g h t  b e  l i v i c g  i n  t h e  system 

making i t  a t o c l  o f  t h e  d e v i l  acd a o t  of God- T h e n  came t h e  

a u t o m o b i l e  w h i c h  r e ~ l a c e d  t h e  camel, Ring Abdu l -Az iz  ~ o v e d  to 

b u i  id s c h o o l s ,  i n t r o d u c e d  ffiodern m e d i c i n e ,  a n d  f o u n d  new water 

s o u r c e s  with the a i d  of BRBBCO, T h e s e  n e c e s s a r y  reforms were 

well u n d e r  way by  t h e  time P a i s a l  b e c a m e  Xing i n  1954, Withour 

t h e s e  s t e p  t a k e n  e a r l i e r ,  the i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

s k i l l s  w h i c h  P a i s a l  had  w o u l d  h a v ~  b e e n  h a s t r u n g  tp his need t o  

deal w i t h  t h e s e  n a t t e r s  befcre ~ r o c e e d i n g  ko t h e  areas h i s  own 

i n c l i n a t i o n s  d i c t a t e d ,  

Faisal's role i n  d e v e l o p m e n t  had begun, a s  a l r e a d y  n o t e d ,  

b e f o r e  h e  b e c a m e  King, O n  N o v ~ r o b e r  6 t h ,  1962, F a i s a l ,  t h e n  C r ~ w n  

P r i n c e  and  P r i m e  B i n i s t e r ,  i s s u e d  a t e n  p o i n t  d r a f t  ~ l a n  f o r  

r e f o r m  ~ h i c h  i n c l u d e d  s t a t e ~ e n t s  s u c h  as: 

1, - , , s y s t e a  of g o v e r n m e n t  i n  a n y  s t a t e  s h o u l d  b e  a t r u e  
r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a c h i e v e d  b y  t h e  c o ~ i a u n i t y ,  
His M a j e s t y g s  G o v ~ r n m e n t  h a s  k e e n  a n x i o u s  t o  d e v e l o g  t h e  
S a u d i  Communi ty  e d u c a t i o n a l l y ,  c u l t u r a l l y ,  a n d  s o c i a l l y ,  
s o  t h a t  i t  ~ i g h t  r e a c h  t h e  level t h a t  w u f d  be t r u l y  
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  f o r m  of a u n i f i e d  s y s t e m  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  c a l c u l a t e d  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  i d e a l s  o f  t h ~  great 
e t e r n a l  g o a l s  s e t  i n  o u r  S u b l i m e  Sha r i ' a .  

2. H i s  Majesty's Governmen t ,  ,, h a s  a l s o  undertaken 
v a r i o u s  s t u d i ~ s  f o r  the p u r F o s e  o f  d r a w i n g  up 
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  r e g u l a t e  the s y s t e ~  o f  l o c a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  in t h e  v a r i o u s  ~ r o v i n c e s  of * h e  Xingdom, 
. , , t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  b e  long i c  comixg a n d  w i l l ,  
when p r o n u l g a t o d ,  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  efficient f a c t o r  i e  
pushing f o r w a r d  t h e  &heels of % h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  
p o l i t i c a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s  o f  o u r  y o u t h f u l  s t a t e ,  

3, H i s  M a j e s t y * ~  G o v e r n ~ e n t  is a n x i o u s  f o r  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  
t o  e n j o y  i a n u r i t y  a n d  h i g h  s t a n d i n g ,  f o r  i t  is  the t o u c h  



of . r i g h t  a n d  t h e  s g ~ ) u o %  of justice, a n d  w h e n e v e r  we 
e l e v a t e  it a n d  make i t  E o r e  s a c r e d  we a c h i e v e  o n e  o f  t h e  
b a s i c  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  I s l a m ,  

4- -,,it h a s  b e c o a e  i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  u s  t o  g i v e  g r e a t e r  
a t t e n t i o n  to ju~isprudence a n d  f o r  our j a r i s t s  a n d  nfema 
t o  play a p o s i t i v e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  
of i m p o r t a n t  a a t t e f s  of State, , ,  

5 ,  Bis M a j e s t y ' s  Cove rn rnen t  i~ f u l l y  aware of its duty 
to ~ o r k  in e a r n e s t  t o  s ~ r e a d  the call of Islam, 
s t r e n g t h e n  it, and p r o t e c t  it b y  w o r d  a n d  ky deed, 

6 -  The p r i m  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h i s  g l o r i o u s  Islamic 
n a t i o n  is  t h a t  it is t h e  b e a t  nation ever known t o  
p r o n o t e  good a n d  shun e v i l ,  

7. Ris M a - j e s t y * ~  Government feels t h a t  o n e  of its most 
i a p o r t a n t  d u t i e s  is t o  ra ise  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  s o c i a l  level; 
the S t a t e  has ~ l a l € ! d  a n  i ~ ~ o r t a n t  part i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  

8- His Ba j e s t y  * s  Government: b e l i e v e s  t h a t  S h e  e c p n o m i c ,  
c o m ~ e r c i a l ,  a n d  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p l n e n t  t h a t  h a s  r e i g n e d  i a  
uuc s o c i e t y  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  is st i l l  ,.- i n  d i r e  need of 
r e g u l a t i n g , . ,  

9, F i r i a n c i a l  r e v i v a l  a n d  e c o n o l n i c  d e v e i o p r o e n t  are the 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s  p r i m e  c o n c f r n , , ,  

10. T h e  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  S h a r i t a  t o w a r d s  s l a v e r y  a n d  its 
keen  interest i n  l i b e r a t i n g  s l a v e s  is well laown.,,Tbe 
G o v f r n ~ e n t  n@u finds a f a v o u r a b l e  opportunity to 
a n n o u n c e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  a b ~ f i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  a n d  t h e  
m a n u m i s s i o n  cf a i l  slaves, The G o v e r n m e n t  sill 
c o m p e n s a t e  t h o s e  who p r o v e  t o  b e  d e s e r v i n g  of 
c o ~ g p e n s a t i o a .  (DeGauep 3 966: 147- 15 1) 

This **Ten P o i n t s 1  p r o p o s a l  o f  Paisalas is ar: indicates that, as a 

f e a d e r ,  h e  h a d  d e f i n e d  his g c a l s  a n d  o b j e c t i v e s ,  a n d  h a d  d o n e  

s o @ e  t h i n k i n g  cn t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  his c o u n t r y  should t a k e *  

Xn his first p o i n t  we f i n d  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  l e a d e r  r e f e r r i n g  t a  

t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n e d ,  X m p l i e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  is a 

n o t i o n  t h a t  the c i t i z e n  s h o u l d  h a v e  basic tights t h a t  a r e  

" w i t h i n  t b e  l i m i t s  o f  Islamic b e l i e f  a n d  public ~ o l i c y * ~ ~  These 

a s p i c k s  of the progcsa l  a re  i m ~ o r t a n t  i n  t h a t  t h e y  d o  not remove 



t h e  basis on which t h i s  s o c i e t y  has  e v o l v e d  over t h e  c e n t u r i e s  

a n d  that is t h o  s t r o n g  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  r e l i g i o u s  gaqhabisg, '$1 t 

Bas n o t  been  t h e  i n t ~ l l e c t u a l s ,  t h e  ~ i l i t a r y ,  a n d  the 

b u r e a u c r a c y  w h i c h  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  t k  i n d u c e ~ e n t s  a n d  i m p e t u s  f c r  

c h a n g e ;  it has b ~ e n  a highly t r a d i t i o n a l ,  t r i k a l l y - o r i e n t e d ,  

I p a t r i a r c h i a l  Hu~hirn e l i t e  which,  d e s p i t e  a n  o c c a s i o n a l  seeming 

t h r e a t  [e,g. t h e  m i l i t a r y  ~ l o f  ~f 1959) h a s  nanaged  t o  r e t a i n  

a lmost  c o ~ p l e t e l y  u ~ i d i m i n i s h e d  control  over t h e  p r o g r e s s  amd 

p r o c e s s  o f  change ,  " Tachau 41975: '183) 

While h o l d i n g  fast t o  r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n s ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

elite h a v e  e s t a b l i s k ~ d  as &art  of t h e i r  g o a l ,  not o n l y  the 

 reserving of Islaon, b u t  w,, , to  work i n  earnest to s p r e a d  the 

call of f s l aa , , , f l  DeGaury (1966: l 5 l ) ,  The k i n d  of leadership 

o f f e r e d  here t h r o u g h  the r e f i g i o - p o l i t i c a l  basis e x t ~ n d s  f a r  

beyond the b o r d e r  of S a u d i  Arak i a . 7  I t  % u s t  b e  noted t h a t  j u s t  a 

few yeass before F a i s a l ' s  death an Islamic Deveicpmenk Bank 
I 

(1972) was set up by t h e  S a u a i  A r a k i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  g i v e  a i d  t c  

o t h e r  d e v e l o p i n g  f lusl inr  c o u n t r i e s ,  T h i s  is  one way t o  e n s u r e  

c o n t i n u e d  g r o v t h  of Islam i n  other parts o f  t h e  world.  T h e  

g r o v t h  of  a vorld Husl im Brctherhood  w i t h  many common g c a l s  d ~ e s  

mean t h a t  Tslam c o u l d  d e v e l o p  a s  a t h i r d  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  

Westts "democracyf t  a n d  t h e  S o v i e t  B l o c ' s  M c o ~ m u n i s ~ H ,  F a i s a l ,  

l i k e  h i s  fannous f a t h e r ,  Abdul Aztz, was a  n a n  of v i s ioc . ,  H e  was 

also keen on preserving t h e  f u n d a m e n t a J  framework of f s 4 . a ~  ------------------ 
See Appendix  C for Wcrld B u s l i w  p o p u l a t i o n  ~y c o u n t r y -  1% 

s h o u f d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  d l t h o u y h  t h e r e  is n o  r e a l  f s l a n i c  
s o l i d a r i t y  i t  is p o s s i b l e  for R u s l i ~  countries t o  a p p l y  F r e s s u r e  
i n  t h e  0. H, over i s s u e s  of c o n c e r n ,  



g i t h i n  which changes cou ld  be pursued provided they did n o t  g o  

a g a i n s t  t h e  b a s i c  t ene t s  of t h e  religion, Pxisal saw c h a n g e  

taking place by way or d e v e l o p i n g  a n d  i m p l e m e n t i n g  h e a v y  and  

light i n d u s t r y  a n d  a l s o  t h a t  the country s h o u l d  b e c o a e  

s e l f - s u f i i c i e n t  i n  t h e  area of a g r i c u l t u r e ,  

The f i n a l  p i n t  i n  h i s  p r o g r a m  r e l a t e d  directly to soc i a l  

c h a n g e -  S l a v e r y  h a d  ken a f a c t  of l i f e  i c  S a u d i  R r a k i a  t h r o u g h  

t h e  ages and t h e  move t o  a b o l i s h  it a p p e a r e d  t o  i n d i c a t e s  a 

w i l l i n g n e s s  o n  , t h e  p a r t  of t h e  Saudi e l i t e  t o  draw t h e  c o u n t r y  

into m r e  ~ o d e r n  times, T h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  was b r o u g h t  

a b o u t  w i t h  reference t o  the p r o v i s i o n  of the Shari'a, 

V h i l e  Ringr i t  is said b y  V i n c e n t  Sheean t h a t  * r , , , F a i s a l  

h a s  g o n e  f a r  beyond his b r o t h e r  a n d  f a t h e r  r h o  p r e c e d e d  him, The  

r e g u i a f  u t in i s l t z i e s  which  l i n e  t h e  a i r p o r t  avenue i n  R i y a d h ,  the 

r o y a l  c a p i t a l ,  keax w i t n e s s  to t h e  b i r t h  o f  a b u r e a u c r a c y  w h i c h ,  

h o w e v e r  r e c e n t ,  is  a l r e a d y  well e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  f u n c t i o n i n g  

b e t t e r  t h a n  scae o f  t h e  older s y s t e ~ s  on w h i c h  i t  h a s  b e e n  

eaodeled,"  (Sheean 1970:3) 

This b u r e a u c r a c y  f u n c t i o n e d ,  p r o v i d i n g  an administrative 

f r a a e w o r k  f o r  t h e  i n p i e m e n t a t i o n  cf the government's p r o g r a a m e s  

a n d  a n  e f f e c t i v e  i n t e r f a c e  v i t h  the a• ’  f e c t e d  c i t i z e n s .  Under 

F a i s a l  experts f r o @  a b r o a d  were  still be ing  u s e d  t o  a i d  i n  

s e t t i n g  u p  t h e  g o v e r n w n t l s  n c d e r r i z i n g  pzagrammes, b u t  more and 

more foreign e d u c a t e d  S a u d i s  were b e i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  the p r o c e s s *  

L e n c z o w s k i  (1367: 98- 104) i n  h i s  article, " T r a d i t i o n  a n d  

~ e f d r m  i n  ~ a u d i  AraLiais, n c t e s  t h a t  a rouad 3365, t h e  S a u d i  



g o v e r n m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s t a t e - c v n e d  t e l e v i s i o n  s t a t i o n  which 

c a u s e d  c o n c e r n  among the U l e m i i -  B o u e v e r ,  t h e  g o v e r ~ a t e n t  

p e r s i s t e d  i n  i t s  p o l i c y  knowing f u l l  @ e l l  t h a t  i t  w i l l  have its 

crrn i n p a c t ,  F c r  one t h i n g  i t  wif l c rea t e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f c r  

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  i n  v a r i o u s  s e c t o r s  o f  e c o n o a i c  and s o c i a l  l i f e ,  

H i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  by t h i s  time a l s o  h a d  a r o l e  t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  U n t i l  now t e c h n i c a l  ~ d u c a t i c n  b a d  t o  

be  o k t a i n ~ d  i n  o t h e r  Asab c o u n t r i e s  o r  i n  E u r o p e ,  B r i t a i n  o r  t h e  . 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h o s e  students who were s e n t  a b r o a d  were exposed 

t o  societies wherf % h e  a d v a n c e  of t e c h a o l o g y ,  s c i e n c e ,  a n d  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  were n o  i c n g e r  new, S u c h  students wanted S a u d i  

A r a b i a  to b e  a s  a d v a n c e d  a s  t h e  western w o r l d ,  W e s t e r n  s t y l e  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  and c c l l e  yes were f o u n d e d ,  t e c h n i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d ,  

s i n c e  t h e  k i n g  p e r c e i v e d  e n g i n e e r s  and s c i e n t i f i c  

a g r i c u l t u r a f i s t s  kc b e  t h e  c o u n t r y a s  p r i ~ a r y  need ,  T h e  o r d e r  

f r o m  King F a i s a l  was ,  " A  h u n d r e d  new schools a year -,," [Sheean f 

197tl:Y) Blso, e e u c a t i o n  for g i r l s  began in 1964, T h e r e  were many 

i n n o v a t i v e  Boves taken d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  P a i s a l  was King ,  1964 

t o  1975, D u r i n g  hi+ rule: 

l X , . , F a i s a l  was c a p a b l e  o n  a p o l i t i c a l  l e v e l  of b r i d g i n g  
t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  g a p  to the  S a u d i  "lef t t l - - t h a t  yr .owing 
m i d d l e - c l a s s  g r o u p  of festern e d u c a t e d  commoners-- 
e n g i n e e r s ,  ~ i l i t a r y  o f f i c e r s ,  c o u s t r u c  t i o n  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  
g o v e r n m e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  a n d  t e a c h e r s ,  T h e  e d u c a t e d  
ccmmoness in t h e  k ingdo@ have i n c r e a s i n g l y  e s p o u s e d  the 
more s e c u l a r  d o c t r i n e s  cf Arab n a t i o n a f i s n ;  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
s o c i a l i s t s  i n  a n y  sense of t h e  word, e x c e p t  insofar a s  
they see t h e a s e l v e s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
of  t r a d i t i o n a l  Wahabi  Islam, t h e  ulemas," ( B i r d  1975: 12) 

A l t k o u q h  F a i s a f  w a s  a c a p a b l e  l e a d e r  a n d  s t a t e s m a n  i t  t a k e s  time 

a n d  energy b o t h  human and n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  t o  e f f e c t  change, 



D) The  E e g i n n i n g  of t h e  S e v e n t i e s  

Knauerhase ,  a n  e c o n o m i s t  who h a s  s t u d i e d  t h e  economic 

growth i n  S a u d i  A r a k i a ,  makes sme i n t e r e s t i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  

a b o u t  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  economy a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of the 19708s- 

He states (3976) t h a t  a l t h c u r j h  there  e x i s t s  t r e m e n d o u s  w e a l t h  i t  

h a s  b e e n  u n e v e n l y  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  a n d  major cxties h a v e  t e e n  the . 
b e n e f i c i a r i e s ,  This h a s  r a i s e d  t h e  s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g  i n  cities 

b u t  not ~ u c h  h a s  been d o n e  to improve t h e  l o t  of t h e  a v e r a y E  

Bedouin, Also, he s a y s  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  i f  n o t  impossible to 

get  a S a u d i  to do m e n i a l  o r  l a b c u x i n g  jabs which constituted i n  

the e a r l y  19'70is a b o u t  45 percent o f  t h e  l a k o u x  fosce, This 

still t o  some d ~ g r e e  a p p l i e s  tc  g o s i t i o n s  w h i c h  r q u i r e  h i g h e r  

e d u c a t i o n  f o r  government jobs, Hcwever, it takes time t o  a d j u s t  

e d u c a t i o n a l  needs t o  fit a f s p i d l f  chaag iag  economic c o n d i t i o n ,  
I 

S a u d i s  are sent abroad for higher l e a r n i n g  and these people are  

slowly r e p l a c i n g  t h e  f o r e i g n  e d u c a t e d  a n d  s k i i l e d  workers, 

These were cther ~ r o b l e ~ ~ ,  s u c h  as the l e v y i n g  a n d  

c o l l e c t i n g  o f  t a x e s :  

# $ S i n c e  1950, only o n e  major attempt was ~ a d e  t o  l ~ v y  a 
g r a d u a t e d  i acoee  ltax o n  S a u d i  citizens- This was 
repealed k e c a u s e  S a u d i  n a t i o n a l s  argued t h a t  t h e y  
already p a i d  ZAXAT--a s e f i y i o u s  tax--and t h u s  income 
taxes represent double t axa t ion , ' *  (Knauerhase 1974: 138) 

The g o v e r n ~ e n t  d u r i n g  t h a t  time, i n  t h e  1950s, was in a 

difficult p o s i t i c a  w i t h  these a t  t e ~ ~ t s  a t  t a x a t i o n .  T h e  

religious t a x  only amounts to about f o u r  percent o f  a citizea3s 

inccm,  P i o r e o v e r ,  t h e  y o v e r n a e c t  h a d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  the c i t i z e n s  
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t o  work h a r d ,  g e t  education, a n d  a c q u i r e  neu skills, For a11 

t h i s  t h e  y c v e r n l r e n t  h a d  t o  g i v e  a lot: of a i ?  before  it c o u l d  

expect r e t u r n s ,  

This c h a ~ t e r  h a s  s o u g h t  t o  e x a m i n e  what ~ o L i t i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  t a k e n  p lace  uith r e g a r d  t o  the b u i l d i n g  of a 

modern  n a t i o n - s t a t e :  its a d a i n i s t r a t i v e  a p p a r a t q s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  

t h a t  h a v e  t a k e o   lace i n  S a u d i  Arabia from 1902 to 1975, This 

time frame h a s  k e e n  u s e d  since the purpose  of t h e  t h e s i c  is t o  

look a t  t h e  role t h e  ~ l i t e  h a v e  p l a y e d  i n  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of the 

new n a t i o n ,  

The  first p e r i o d ,  from 1902 to 1953,  under  the l e a d e r s h i p  

of Ibn  S a u d ,  later King Bbdul -Az iz ,  gas d e v o t e d  kc n a l i c n  

b u i l d i n g ,  It b r o u g h t  a b o u t :  ( 1 )  a per iod  of consolidation of 

t r i b a l  groups t o  f o r m  a n a t i o n ;  (2) t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of modern 

t e c h n o l o g y  s u c h  a s  t h e  r a d i o  a n d  the raotor car; (3)  nen m e t h o d s  

of m e d i c a l  care a n d  m e d i c i n e s ;  (4) t h e  arr iva l  of f n g i u e e r s  

exploring for o i l  a n d  the d e v e l o p e n t  of ARAECO in S a u d i  A r a k i a  

along w i t h  o t h e r  o i l  c o m g a n i e s ,  -Itbus affecting social  and 

econolaic c o n d i t i c n s  in t h e  area; ( 5 )  i n v o l v f m e n t  in 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s ;  ( 5 )  a c h a n g i n g  g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e  

f r o a  a more t r a d i t i o n a l  for@ to kbe i n c l u s i o n  of a C o u n c i l  of 

D e p u t i e s ;  and,  (7) t h e  u s e  of f o r e i g r  e d u c a t e d  Arab and non-Arab 

p e o ~ l e  t o  assist in needed c h a n g e s ,  

T h e  s e c o n d  p h a s e ,  a p e s i o d  of t u r b u l e n c e ,  1953-1964, w i t h  
- - - - - - _ ____  _ -- -- - - --- 

- --- - - -- _ __- - - - 
Bbdul-lziz's son King Saud a s  r u l e r ,  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  - .- .___- _ _ _ _ _ o f  . 

- - ----- 
c o r ; u p t i o n  a n d  weak l e a d e r s h i p .  D u r i n g  this time a number of 
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incidents o c c u r  t h a t  c o u l d  h a v e  d e s t r o y e d  aLf. that  f o r  which 

King Abdul-Aziz had. w o r k e d -  These  were ( 1 )  c o r r u p t i o n  - and  - 

extravagance  w i t h i n  the Rcya l  F a n i l y ;  (2 )  Saud was not a 

s t a t e s m a n  and  was n o t  an a b l e  actor w i t h  reyasd t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

matters; ( 3 )  a f t e r  f i v e  years  o f  h i s  rule much of his Fower a s  
I 

King was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Crown Prince  F s i s a l ,  kho was to l a t e r  

becorae Xing; and ,  ( 4 )  the deveilopment o f  t i e  C o u n c i l  of 

Y i n i s t e r s ,  
v 

T h e  t h i r d  phase ,  1964 - 7975, was a time of i d e a l i s a  and  

steady growth  under_ t h e  r u l e  of King B a i s a l :  (1) the E o a n d a t i o n s  

f a r  social and economic chafige were well underwdy by the time h e  

became K i n g ;  12) F a i s a l  may be  viewed a s  a statesman, faithful 

to p u f i t a n n i c a f  Wtfthgbism; (3)  h i s  p o l i c e s  were p r o g r e s s i v e  and 

encouraged  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ;  and,  (4) s l a v e r y  was t a n n e d  i n  

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h i n g s  o f  Isla@, 
I 

After t h e  w a s t e f u l  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of X i n g  F a i s a i ,  w a s t e f u l  

b e c a u s e  it r e ~ o v e d  f rom t h e  n a t i o n ' s  r o l e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

a f f a i r s  its well kaoun and h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  s ta tesman-sgokesman,  

and  because i t  s e r v e d  no c r e d i b l e  p u r p o s e  f o r  any political 

f a c t i o n ,  h e  was succeeded by h i s  h a l f -  b r o t h e r  KAa l i d .  King 

K h a l i d ,  modest ,  s e l f - e f f a c i n g ,  had p l a y e d  important roles a s  

conci f ia tor  i n  z a m i l y  d i s g u t e s ,  H i s  health, h o x e v e r ,  was poor. 

He a p p o i n t e d  his h a l f - b r o t h e r  Fahd a s  Crown P r i n c e  a n d  Deputy 

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  r e t a i n i n g  f o r  h i m s e l f  the p o s t  of prime 

m i n i s t e r ,  a s  had R i n g  F a i s a f ,  P r i n c e  Fahd, one of t h e  sons of 

~ i i t ~ '  A b d u l - A s i z  ky his wife from t h e  S u d a i f i  f a a i f y ,  a v e r y  



prominent g r o u p  w i t h i n  t k  g o v e r n m e n t  of t h e  kingdom, is a 

s t r o n g  ~ e r s o n a l i t p  w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  e x ~ e r i e n c ~  and a 

p o l i t i c a l  o u t l o o k  very similar t o  t h a t  of t h e  l a t e  Ring f a i s a l ,  

T h e  two worked  well t o g e t h e f  a s  a team, i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  experienced h e t w e e n  Saud a n d  F a i s a l ,  D e v e l o p m e n t s  

d u r i n g  t h e  r e i g n  of King K h a l i d  aFpear t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  brought i n t o  f u l l  o p e r a  t i o n  d u r i n g  King 

P a i s a l ' s  r e i g n  h a v e  m a t u r e d ,  It a F p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  of  

t h e  Saudi A r a t i a n  s t a t e  h a s  ocw r e a c h e d  t h e  p i n t  a t  which, a s  

i n  more d e v e l o p e d  n a t i o n s ,  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y @  is p l a y i n g  a wajor 

ro le  i n  a a k i n g  a n d  executing p u b l i c  p o l i c y ,  T h i s  the b u r e a u c r a c y  

d o e s  u n d e r  t h e  w a t c h f u l  e y e  of t h e  king a n d  h i s  ~ i n i s t e r s  and i s  

a l w a y s  m i n d f u l  of the bas ic  tenets of Islam- B o t h  i n  the r u n n i n g  

of t h e  day-to-day a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and  i n  l a u n c h i n g  new g r o 3 e c t s  

a n d  p o l i c i e s  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  ~ r o f e s s i o a a l  b u r e a u c r a c y  of S a u d i  

A r a b i a  h a s  l e a r n ~ d  to wcrk w i t h i n  the  fir^ c c n s t r a i n t s :  t h e  
I 

xaaja~ p o l i t i c a l  concerns of t h e  k i n g  a n d  h i s  p o w e f f u l  ministers, 

a n d  those tenets of Islam w h i c h  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  o f f i c i a l  a n d  

d e ~ o n s t r a t e d  soc i a l  s u p g o r k ,  T h e s e  f irba c o n s t r a i n t s ,  

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  l e a v e  to  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i n g  b u r e a u c r a c y  a w i d e  

s c o p e  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and, i n  c e r t a i n  fields, t e c h n o c r a t i c  

roles a n d  p e x f o r m a n c e ,  T h e   ore i t  s u c c e e d s  i n  s u c h  roles a n d  

p e r f o r m a n c e  t h e  greater  i s  the i n c l i n a t i o n  .of t h e  

d e c i s i o n - n a k e r s  t o  en trust it w i t h  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s ~ o n s i b i l i t i e s -  

------------------ 
@ See A p p e n d i x  D, T h i s  t a 5 1 ~  s h o w s  the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 
Winistr ies  i n  the S a u d i  gov ~ r n m e n t ,  



CBAPTER FIVE 

A l I A L P S f S  -- DEYELOPBE%T A I D  THE ELITE 

In t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r  y e  e x a m i n e d  t h e  s o c i a l ,  e c o n o m i c  

a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c h a n g e s  t h a t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  S a u d i  B r a k i a  s i n c e  

1902, By r e v i e u i n y  the & a r t  p f a j e d  by  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e l i te  i n  

p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e i r  s u c c e s s e s  and f a i l u r e s  b e c o ~ e  

e v i d e n t .  However,  o n e  f a c t o r  remains c o a s t a n t  i n  how t h a t  c h a n g e  

is i t u p l e m e n t e d ,  t h a t  f a c t o r  b e i n g  t h e  rcle o f  Islam a s  a n  

i d e o l o g y .  For i t  c a n n o t  be d e n i e d  t h a t ,  " T r a d i t i o n  d i e s  hard a n d  

t r a d i t i o n  r e i n f o r c e d  ky i d e o l o g y  i s  a l l  b u t  i n d e ~ t r u c t i b l l e * ~ ,  

(Plalone 1966:295) I n  t h i s  i d e c l o g y  l ies  t h e  k e y  t o  t h e  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d r i v e  a n d  ~ o t i v a t i o n  b e h i n d  S a u d i  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  it is  here that  tile c o r i f l i c t  be tueers  t r d d i t i o n  arid 

m o d e r n i t y  h a s  tc b e  u n d e r s t o o d ,  

T h e  chaf lenge f a c i n g  ntcdern s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  d e a l i i n y  w i t h  

i a o d e r n i z i n g  n a t i o n s  b o u n d  b p  t r a d i t i o n ,  i s  i n  t h e  a p ~ r o a c b  t c  

a n a l y s i s ,  Before a n y  a t t e m p t  is made t o  araa1yse p c l f i t i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e r e  m u s t  e x i s t  some u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  of tbe 

h i s t o r i c a l  d e v ~ l o p m e n t s  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  s t u d i e d *  

T h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a u s t  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  goals a n d  

o b j e c t i v e s  of that s o c i e t y  w i t k i r t  its own s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  

framework, 

. T h i s  c h a p t e r  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  f i v e  ~arts, t h e  first o f  w h i c h  

dea l s  w i t h  d e v e l o ~ m e n t s  l e a d i n g  t c  n a t i o n h o o d ,  3c t h i s  p a r t  t h e  



main f a c t o r s  which ass is ted  i n  t h e  fulfilment o f  Hhn S a u d ' s  

goa l s  g i l l  be e x a m i n e d -  The time f r ame  for this part is from 

1902  t o  1932,  which  may b e  c a l i ~ d  t h e  f o r m a t i v e  years, S e c o u d l g ,  

we s h a l l  e x a m i r : ~  the r c l e  of t h e  e l i t e  i n  s e t t i n g  i n t o  m o t i o n  

the r e f a t e d  p r o c e s s e s  of  n m o d e r n i z a t i o n f i  a n d  4 * w e s t e r n i z a t i o o * *  i n  

t h e  i n i t i a l  stages of p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  Once modern 

techniques were introduced there a r o s e  a s e r i e s  cf ~ r o b l e m s  t h a t  

b a d  t o  b e  overcoae t o  scree d e g r e e  in o r d e r  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  

development, Thirdly, t h e  p e r i o d  i n  which A r a b i a  becomes t h e  

Kingdom of S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  This is i a p o r t a n t  i a  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t s ,  

a s  o f  1932,  a r ; a % i c a  i r r  t h e  f o r m a l  s e n s e ,  a new n a t i o n  with i ts  

own s e t  of g o a l s  a n d  a r o l e  t o  p l a y  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ~ o F i t i c s ,  

The fourth p a r t  involves a n  a ~ a l y s i s  of t h e  ~ r o b l e m s  e n c o u n t e r e d  

by the t r a d i t i o n a l  e l i t e  i a  the process of m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  T h i s  

i n c l u d e s  t h e  z e e d  f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e l i t e  to  seek the a i d  of 

t h o s e  S a u d i s  who h a v e  had a s e c u l a r  aad t e c h n i c a l  educatioo ic 

a r e a s  in which nc t r a d i t i o n a l  elite e x f e r t i s e  was a v a i l a b l e *  

F i n a l l y ,  we s h a l l .  a n a f y s e  S a u d i  Arabia a s  a n  Islamic n a t i o n  a n d  

t h e  role i t  F l a y s  i n  w o r l d  p o l i t i c s ,  A s  a l r ~ a d y  n o t e d  i n  

c h a p t e r s  t h r e e  a n d  four ,  this Arab c o a n t r y  i s  t h e  horne of one o f  

the gost p u r i t a n i c a l  f o r ~ s  o f  Islam, F i n a l l y ,  Arab Islamic 

s o l i d a c i t y ,  which  h a s  been one cf t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  S a u d i  

e l i t e  f o r  &any years, h a s ,  a s  w e  s h a l l  see, f a r - r e a c h i n g  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ~ o l i t i c s ,  



P r i o r  t o  7902 the p o p u f a c e  of Arabia ~ o n s i s t e d  of 

autanoiaous nomadic a e d o u i n  tribes, a n u ~ t e r  of v i l l a g e s  and 
I 

towns of v a r y i n g  degrees of  independence, and  t h e  two h o l y  

c i t i e s  under O t t c ~ a n  rule, Tribal warfare was common, The 
I 

Bedou in  l i v e d  b y  t h e  law of  t h e  d e s e r t  and t h e  d e s e z t  i s  a h a r s h  

Easter, "f Ee. L a w s ~ n c e  ( ' 1 W U :  38-91,  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  character cf 

t h e  Bedouin t h i s  way: 

"The Bedouin of the desert, born aad grown up  i n  i t ,  had 
embraced w i t h  all his s o u l  t h i s  aakedn~sq  too h a r s h  for 
volunteers, f o r  the reason, fe l t  but inar t i cu ia t ed ,  t h a t  
there h e  f o u n d  h i a s e l f  i n d u b i t a b l y  free, H e  l o s t  
mater ia l  ties, coa for t s ,  a l l  superfluities and other 
cowpiicatioas to a c h i e v e  a perscnal liberty which 
h a u n t e d  s t a r v a t i o n  and d e a t h ,  H e  saw no virtue i n  
poverty herse l f :  b e  e n j o y e d  t h e  l i t t l e  vices and 
luxur ies - -cof f  e ~ ,  fresX u a t E r ,  women--which h e  c o u l d  
still preserve,  ,, .The Bedouin could n o t  look f o r  God 
w i t h i n  h i m :  h e  was t o o  sure t h a t  h e  was within God," 

In t h i s  passage Lawrence gives a good descr ipt ion  o f  -ithe 

character and n a t u r e  of t h e  Eedouin.  I t  i s  c e c e s s a r y  t o  

understand t h i s  c h a r a c t e ~  far ,  under Ibn S a u d %  l e a d e r s h i p ,  t h e  

n a t i o n  of S a u d i  8rabi.a e ~ e r g e 4  u i t h  t h e  assistance and, to some 

extent ,  t h e  t r a n s f c s m a t i o n  cf t h e  character  of these people- 

"The f i r s t  t h i r t y  years of h i s  leadership nese a t ige of 

constant warfare and  ~ i f i t a r y  e n g a g e m e n t ,  and i t  was t h e s e  years 

t h a t  made f b n  S a u d  a legend,*3 ( B i l l  G L e i d e n  1974:131) 

, Ris great  s k i l l  a s  a desert f i g h t e r ,  cornbined with his 

f a i t h  in jdh~ah&&&sm was to make hi@ a Leader among leaders- 



P h i l i b y  j1955:250-b2), majtes t h e  p o i n t  that the i d e a  of a bdahhabk 

r e v i v a l  q q , s - h a d  for some time k e e n  g e r n i i n a t i n y  i n  I b r  S a u d ' s  

mind  a s  a n  n m ~ o r t a n t  i n s t r u m e n t  of p o l i c y u ,  This revival c a u g h t  

h o l d  among B e d o u i a s  a n d  s o o n  b e c a ~ e  kncwn a s  t h e  fshwaa 

movement ,  mentioned ear l ier  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s .  R i s  s i , - , h r o t h e r h o o d  

of a l l  men who a c c e p t e d  t h e  new o r d e r ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e i r  I 

tribal a f f i l i a t i o n s  a n d  s o c i a l  status, c a n o n i z e d  t h e  w a r l i k e  

p r o p e n s i t i e s  o f  the Arabs i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of God a n d  h i s  . 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  on e a r t h i 8 .  ( P h i l k y  l955:2fi3) T h e  &k&kag became  a 

p o w e r f u l  force a n d  r e a d y  asmy a t  t h e  ccmmand of . I k n  S a u d ,  

However ,  loyaL t h o u g h  t h e  Zkbk'an were a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  t h e y  

were l a t e r  t o  becaffie a srtajox p r o b l e m  f o r  Ibn Saud, P r o b l e m s  

arose w h e n  "Many d e v o t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  l e a r n i n g  t o  read a n d  

write and t o  m e m o r i z i n g  p a r t s  of t h e  Rorac and t h e  H a d d i t h w ,  

(Wafsba 1964:126) This new l earr%ing  c o u p f e d  w i t h  a c h a n g e  i n  life 

style g a v e  t h e  I k h v a n  new courage, T h e y  b e g a n  t o  reject t h e  
I 

Bedouin who had  n o t  j o i n e d  the m v e i m a t  a n d  r e g a r d e d   the^ a s  

sti l l  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  $tilays of I g n o r a n c e  o r  3 a h S l i y a H ,  (Wahba 

1964:125) As time g a s s e d  t h e y  e v e n  began t o  t u r n  a g a i n s t  I b n  

Saud b e c a u s e  of h i s  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  i n f i d e l s ,  c l o t h i n g  and many  

other matters which t h e y  f e l t  were i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  w h a t  t h e y  

had  l e a r n e d ,  I n  1925  a t  a conference of the Ikhsan problems were 

d i s c u s s e d  : 

" , - = w h a t  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  Shi'a sect i n  Hasa  a n d  Q a t i f ,  
a n d  h a d  freely c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  K i n g  on  t h e  f o l P o w i a g  
g r o u n d s .  He h a d  s e n t  h i s  s o n  Saud t o  E g y p t ,  w h i c h  they 

. c o n s i d e r e d  a l a n d  of  ' i n f i d e l s ' ,  BE h a d  s e n t  h i s  s o n  
P a i s a 1  t o  London,  even worse, H e  h a d  e m p l o y e d  motor 
t r a n s p o r t ,  t e l e g r a p h s  and t e l e p h o n e s ,  H e  h a d  levied 



t a x e s  in t h e  Bejaz  a n d  Me-fd* He had aLlowed tribes fron 
Iraq and F r a n s j o r d a n  t o  pas ture  t h e i r  herds  i n  *True 
W o s l e a Q  t e r r i t o r y ,  He h a d  p r o h i b i t e d  commerce  w i t h  
K u u a i t ,  when, i n  t h e  25h9g2f5 v i e w ,  h e  s h o u l d  either 
have d e c l a r e d  war on it a s  an ' i n f i d e l 3  c o u n t r y  o r  not 
boycott i t  at al1, lq  [Wakba lY64: 1 3 4 )  

T h e s e  were b u r u i n g  issues w i t h  t h e  g&&aq and i n  t h e  n e x t  

s e v e r a l  years t h e y  m c r e a s e d  t h e i r  push t o  keep t h e i r  f a i t h  

p u r e -  By 3923, s t r o n g  actioos h a d  t o  be t a k e n  b y  f b a  Saud  to 

b r i n g  the fkhwaa u n d e r  c o n t r o l ,  There  were still  robl lens f a c i n g  

t h e  B a u s e  o f  Sdua before nationhood could be a t t a i n e d ,  one of 

which was tne turmcif in the Hejaz. 

3 )  The C h a l l e n g e  of t h e  S h a r i f  of Hecca 

A l t h o u g h  Ibn S a u d  h a d  b u i l t  a s t r o n g  pcsi-tic~ f o r  himself 

in ~ o s t  of Arabia, h e  c o u l d  not ,  h o w e v e r ,  b r i n g  uadez c o n t r o l  

the t e r r i t o r y  (3f ilejaz which was o c c u p i e d  by S h a r i f  f l u s s e i n  X b n  

A l i  of gecca, T h a t  t h e  Sharif: of PSecca was s e l f p r o c l a i m e d  K i n g  I 

of t h e  Arabs, racked b y  t h e  B r i t i s h  a n d  w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  the 

f a m o u s  T , E ,  Laurence, w a n t  t h a t  Ibn Saud was not the leader  of 

all Arabia, 

There were prchlems in the B e j a a  u n d e r  t h e  r u l e  o f  Xhe 

S h a r i f ,  The people were n o t  happy with h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  

requested t h a t  h e  s t e p  down and  l e t  his s o n  Aii take o v e r ,  

H u s s c i n  d i d  not want to give the leadership a v e r  to his soc-  

Nouever, h e  was r e ~ l a c f d  b y  h i s  s o n ,  

* * F o l f o w i n g  h i s  i n v e s t i t u r e  a s  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  King of  t h e  
Bejaz, K i n g  APi l e f t  J e d d a h  f o r  Hecca, v h e r c  be was t o  

. b e  a s s i s t e d  by  a p r o v i s i o n a l  body af c o n t r o l l e r s  t o  
aon i to r  t h e  work o f  t h e  G o v e r n ~ e n t -  A t  t h e  s a g e  tim, 
Ring Husscin l e f t  Hecca t o r  J e d d a h  where h e  s h u t  h i m s e l f  



up . fo r  six d a y s ,  r e f u s i n g  Lo see a n y o n e ,  Before s a i l i n g  
f o r  Aqata b e  sest a t e l ~ g r a ~ ,  n o t  to his s o n  R i n g  A l i ,  
but t o  " H i s  E ~ c e l l e n c y  t h e  C h i e f  Ccntrol ler  o f  t h e  
H a s h e m i t e  Arab Govert;raentFs p r o t e s t i n g  a g a i n s t  a 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  G o v e r c m e ~ t  b e c a u s e  H c o n s t i t u t i o n a L  
G o v e r n m e n t ,  particularly i n  t h e  two H o l y  C i t i e s ,  B e a n s  
r e j e c t i o n  cf t h e  t e rm of t h e  Bock of God a n d  the 
T r a d i t i o n  of H i s  P r o p h e t ,  ( A s s a h  1969: 45)  

fn a n  a t t e m p t  tc sort c u t  this ~ r o b l e s  of rule i n  t h e  Bejaz, t h e  

f i r s t  Hoslem C o n f e r e n c e  was called, It  i n  f a c t  did n o t  occur 

u n t i l  after  Ikn Saud had taken o v e s  the Hejaz u i t h  t h e  help of 

t h e  Ibhuan, F i n a l l y ,  when the c c n f e r e n c e  was h e l d ,  a s  Wahba s a y s  
* 

i t  was n o t  a s u c c e s s  b e c a u s e  a l l  t h o s e  whc came were i n  

a g r e e m e n t  t h a t  there was a need tc i m p r o v e  t h e  c o n & i t i o n s  i n  

Pleccd for  the s a k e  o f  t h o s e  who l i v e d  t h e r e  a n d  t h o s e  who came 

on p i l g r i m a g e s ,  "The a t t e n t i a a  o f  those n h o  came t o  t h e  

c o n f e r e n c e  from atroad, h o w v e r ,  was more cn ~ o l i t i c s  than co 

r e l i g i o n ,  a n d  a l t h c u y h  t h e y  agreed t h a t  t h e  Hoslem world needed  

reform a n d  t h a t  i t  was t h e  d u t y  o f  Becca, a s  t h e  s ea t  of Boslern 

l e g i s l a t i a n ,  to give the l e a d ,  they  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a s  the world 
I 

had changed c o m p l e t e 1  y i n  t t i r  t e e n  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  m s t  ~ r e s s i n g  

n e e d  was f o r  a racvement t o  b r i n g  a l l  dosfems t o g e t h e r  t o  

c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  tosards g r a d u a l  p r o g r e s s , s i  (Hahka 

1964:757) Those who a t t e n d e d  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  d i d  n e t  r e p r e s e n t  

a l l  of t h e  Boslem w o r l d  a n d  t h e  s u g g e s t e d  programs were 

preaature  and e v e n  f i n a n c i n g  f o r  those F r o g r a m s  was not 

a v a i l a b l e ,  D u r i n g  a l l  of this t h e  B r i t i s h  r e g a i n e d  i m p a r t i a l  but 

kept a n  e y e  o n  w h a t  was g o i n g  on, 

**On Deceinber  2 3 r d ,  i b n  S a 3 a d  e n t e r e d  J e d d a  a n d  t u o  d a y s  
. l a t e r  a n n o u n c e d  o f f i c i a l l y  t h a t  t h e  Ha jd-Eed j a z  War was 
ended,  On J a n u a r y  8 P h ,  1926, t h e  n c t a b f e s  of t h e  Hedjaz 
p l e d g e d  a l l e g i a n c e  to ikn Sasad a n d  p r o c l a i m e d  him King 



of t h e  Hedjaz  a n d  S u l t a a  a t  Xa jd  a n d  i t s  D e p e n d e n c i e s ,  
within t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  months ,  h e  was r e c o g n i z e d  by Great 
B r i t a i n ,  t h e  USSR, F r a n c e  a n d  t h e  W e t h e r l a n d s ,  t h e  c h i e f  
aon-rjfoslela powers uho r u l e d  Isla~ic ~ e o p l e i s , ~ '  ( T r o e l i e r  
1976:231) 

C )  The  L e g i t i r a a c y  o f  t h e  House o f  S a u d  

A f t e r  t h e  c a ~ t u f e  o f  t h e  Hejaz, f b n  Saud kecame t h e  ruler 

o f  A r a b i a ,  H i s  l e a d e r s h i p  c o n b i n e d  w i t h  t h e  ~ u r i t a n i c a l  &x%xa&& 

ifif l u e n c e  of I s l a a  h a d  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  oE t h e  form cf 

g o v e r n m e ~ t  a n d  i d e o l c g i c a f  b a s i s  of t h e  new c o u n t r y ,  H i s  

l e g i t i a a c y  was f o u n d e d  in t h e  t e a c h i n g s  of Islam, 

fsldmic s t a t e  arises 
f r o g  t h e  ~ e o ~ l e ' s  q o l u n t a r y  a y r e e m e c t  o n  a p a r t i c u l a r  
ideology and is, moreover ,  c o n d i t i o n a l  ugon their 
c o n s e n t  to the a a n a e r  i n  w h i c h  t h e  s t a t e  is 
a d n i n i s t e r e d ,  one  m i g h t  DE t emp ted  t o  s a y  t h a t  
'gsovereigmty res t s  w i t h  the geopfetq;  b u t  i n a s m u c h  a s  i n  
a c o n s c i o u s l y  I s l a m i c  s o c i e t y  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  c c n s e n t  to a 
p a r t i c u l a r  met.t:od of g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  a par t icular  s c h e m e  
of s o c i o p o l i t i c a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  is b u t  a result cf their 
h a v i c g  a c c e p t ~ d  I s fa& a s  a Divine O r d i n a n c e ,  there can 
b e  no  q u e s t i o n  of t h e i r  b e i n g  endowed w i t h  s o v e r e i g n t y  
i n  t h e i r  own r i g h t , "  (Asad 1951:38) 

God is a l l  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e  H u s l i m s ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  the teachings 

i n  t h e  Q u r 8 a n  i t  is i n c u m t e n t  uFon e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  p r a c k i c e  

h i s  f a i t h  in a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  G o d ' s  l aws ,  

T h e r e f o r e ,  l o y a l t y  is f i r s t  t o  God, through I s l a @ ,  secondly 

t o  t h e  f a m i l y ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  to t h e  t r i b e ,  T o  t h e  Arab of A r a b i a  

t h e  c o n c e p t  of 1 o y a l X y  t o  a s t a t e  w i t h  distinct b o u n d a r i e s ,  a n d  

a inore c e n t r a l i z e d  form of government did n o t  e x i s t ,  As a  d i r e c t  

result o f  fYfuhanomad's t e a c h i n g s ,  ",, , r e l l g i o r !  replaced k i a s h i ~  a s  

t h e  y l t i a a t e  b a s i s  cf c c r p a r a t e  i d e n t i t y  and l o y a l t y ;  i t  e i t h e r  

s u p p l a n t e d  o r  sanctified c u s t o m  as  t h e  l aw of t h e  community", 



( S c h a c t ,  Bosrsor-th 1974: 158) The f ouwadations of a selLiyious 

ideology were a l r e a d y  in p l a c e  by the time I k n  Saud  began h i s  

goal of c o t i s o l i d a t i o n  of t h e  B e d o u i n  tribes, I b n  Saud, t h r o u g h  

h i s  c o n q u e s t s ,  m a r r i a g e s ,  and t h e  work of h i s  Wahhab 

~ i s s i o n a r i e s  became t h e  --- Imam of h i s  p e o p l e ,  t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  

f a i t h f u l .  

Hithout the  a i d  of t h e  B e d o u i n  and s p e c i f i c a l i y  the &khsaa 

f k n  Saud would never h a v e  risen to b e  the p o w e r f u l  l e a d e r  that 
Y 

he was, H i s  ini-tial dreagi was that o f  a l a r g e r  p o l i t i c a l  unit 

i n s t e a d  of the f o s s e l y  c o a a l e c t e d  B e d o u i n  t r ikes ,  ."With the 

c o n q u e s t  of the Hejaz h e  had u n i f i e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  part  of t h e  

Arakian Peninsula and  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  tor  p r e s e n t  day S a ' u d i  

A r a b i a , "  ( T r o e I l e r  1976:235) A t  t h i s  t i a e ,  the mid 1920ts, h i s  

n e w l y  c o n q u e r e d  Land f a c e d  many p r o b l e ~ s  a t  the  s o c i a l  and 

e c o n o ~ i c  l e v e l -  

T h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  was t h e  lack of f u n d s  to c a r r y  o u t  any 
I 

aajcr  reforms, As h a s  a l r e a d y  been  n o t e d ,  t h e  main source of 

r e v e n u e  was trom t a x e s  on t h e  p i l g r i s s  t o  Mecca, T h e r e  was also 

t h e  p r o k l e m  of t h e  safety of the ~ i l y r i ~ s ,  Furthermore, Xtsn Saud 

wanted to s t o p  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  a i c o h o l i s m ,  and smoking, S e c o n d l y ,  

a f ter  h i s  c o n s c l i d a t i o a  of the Bedouins and the c o n q u e s t  of t h e  

Bejaz i t  was much h a r d e r  f o r  Ibn Saud tc a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  a f f a i r s  

of s t a t e ,  H e  h a d  already d e v e l o p e d  a close r e f a t i o n s h i ~  w i t h  H. 

S t ,  John P h i l b y ,  whc became a iJruslila,  and  acted a s  an aide i n  

many m a t t e r s ,  Troeller (1974: 2373 n o t e s  t h e  a d d i t i c n  a•’ advisors 

who were n o t  frcm Arakia ,  



'*,,, .his o r i g i n a l .  a d v i s e r s  had  been w i t h  him for a t  l e a s t  
a few y e a r s , .  ; I n  1928, Paud Hamza, a P a l e s t i n i a n ,  t o o k  
charge o f  t h e  S a s u d i  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ,  I n  1929, A b d n l l a h  
SuLa iman ,  a EJa jd i ,  became h e a d  o f  tbe T r e a s u r y ,  I n  1930 
B a f e z  Wahba, a n  E g y p t i a c ,  became  S a y u d i  r e p f c s e n t a t i v e  
and l a t e r  amkassador to  fzondon.  Yusif P a s i n ,  a S y r i a n ,  
was a p p o i n t e d  P o l i t i c a l  S e c r e t a r y  a n d  l a t e r  b ~ c a ~ e  
A i n i s t e r  of Sta te ,  f n t h e s e  e a r l y  years i b n  S a ' u d  w i s e l y  
z e f r a i u e d  frcm a p ~ c i n t i n g  menbers o f  h i s  own f a m i l y  t o  
i a p o r t a n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s t s  u n t i l  t h e y  were more 
p r e p a r e d  t o  a s s u m e  t h e s e  resp~nsibilities.~ 

Mast of t h e s e  p e o p l e  were i n  Iba S a u d ' s  g o v e r n m e n t  u n t i l  h e  d i e d  

in 1953, 

This period of c h a l l e n g e  a n d  c h a n g e  was i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h a k  

c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  the p e n i n s u l a  t o ~ k  p l a c e .  A l s o ,  Ibn Saud  

r e c o g a i z e d  t h a t  he c o u l d  no l o n g e r  rule w i t h o u t  t h e  a i d  of 

o t h e r s  a n d  was vise e n o u g h  t o  i n c c r p o r a t e  the a i d  of f o r e i g n e r s  

who c o u l d  l a y  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  of a  g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n f  r a z t r u c t u r e  

w h i c h  was less t r a d i t i c n a l  and g o r e  b u r e a u c r a t i c ,  T h i s  occurred 

o u t  o f  necessity, B i l l  a a d  L e i d e n ,  i n  t h e i r  book,  ZTg P U D D L E  

E A S T  POLITICS A X D  FCWEB, are  w i d e  of t h e  m r k   hen they s a p  t h a t  --- ------ --- ----- I 

Ibn Saud  , d i d  n c t  c o n c e r n  himself w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  political 

p a r  t i c i ~ a t i o n  a n d  i n s  tituiicnahization", 

P o f a t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  were 

c o n c e p t s  t o  w h i c h  t h e  A r a b s  of t h e  time c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  related 

e v e n  i f  t h e r e  had k e e n  e d u c a t o r s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  inform thea, T h e y  

recognized t h e w e l v e s  t o  be t h e  s u b j e c t s  of a s t r o n g ,  d e v o u t  

king, T h e y  v a l u e d  this a n d  fully made u s e  o f  h i s  accessibility 

a t  o p e n  majlis,  T h e y  saw h i @  ~ a r t i c i ~ a t e ,  as a n  o r d i n a r y  

b e l i e v e r  i n  a n  h o n o u r e d  p o s i t i o n  of trust, i n  religious 

a c t i p i t i e s ,  E u t  they would n o  acre have felt t k e m s e l v e s  t o  h a v e  



t h e y  wcul t f  h a v e  a l l o w e d  their d a u g h t e r s  to select t h e i r  own 

h u s b a n d s ,  That degree  of p e r s o n a l  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  c o u l d  conw only 

i n  t h e  h e l p  of w i d e s p r e a d  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  a b s o r p t i o n  of t h e  

c o n c e p t  of s t a t e  o r  n a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  of s e l f - i n a g e  a s  

a ~ o l i t i c a f  e n t i t y   fro^ s u b j ~ c t  t o  c i t i z e n ,  a t r a n s i t i o n  v h i c h  

h a s  not y e t  f o l l y  been a c h i e v e d  e v e n  a f t e r  f i f t y  years. F o r c i n g  

t h e  p a c e  of t h a t  c h a n g e ,  mak ing  t h e  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a n d  

u n e d u c a t e d  b e c o ~ e  i n v o l v e d  i n  ~ o f i t i c a i  a f f a i r s  of w h i c h  t h e y  

h a v e ,  a t  b e s t ,  a hazy u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  o p e n s  a  nation to  t h e  

d a n g e r s  of d e m a g o g u e r y  and c o h - r u l e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a d v a n c i n g  t h e  

c a u s e  of d e m o c r a c y ,  C a n  one, then, fault a wise t r a a i t i o a a l  

l e a d e r  b e c a u s e  b e  h a s  f a i l e d  (or c h o s e n  n o t )  to i n s t i t u t e  

g r e a t e r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a k i o n  within h i s  litetime? 

P o l i t i c a l  P a f ~ e r  ( 1 9 7 3 :  3 1 )  , i n  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  Djlemmas og ---- 

w T r a d i t i o a a l  e l i t e ,  fcr e x a g p i e ,  benef i e   fro^ t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  o f  tnizimaf. demand and  e x p e c t a t i o n  l e v e l s ,  They 
f u r t h e r  b e n e f i t  from the i c tegra  t e d ,  s e l f - r e g u l a t i n g  
a s p e c t s  of t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t i e s , ,  , T h e r e  are  n o  labor 
unions, f i c r s ,  ~ o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  a n d  s i m i i a s  g r o u p s  t o  
t e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  c o n f l i c t i n g  ~yths, values, or  i d e a s  o r  
t o  ~ r o v i d e  r a l l y i n g  p o i n t s  f o f  o p p o ~ i t i o n e - ~ ~  

The  question m u s t  te r a i s e d - - a r e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e l i t e  r e a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  their c o u n t e r g a r t s  i n  s e c u l a r  c c u n t s i e s ?  Dc 

e l i t e ,  e v e r y w h e r e ,  n o t  t r y  t o  h o l d  on kc i h e i a :  power ,  wealth a n d  

s t a t u s ,  a n d  m a i n t a i n  c c n t r o l  o v e r  t h o s e  whom they r u l e  a n d  by  

w h a t e v e r  w a n s  necessary? # h a t  d i f f e r s  i s  t h e  a p p r o a c h  t o  the 

interaction of  c i t i z e r  and s t a t e  b e t w e e n  t h e  d e v e l o p e d  a n d  

d e v e f o p i a f g  c o u n t r i e s ,  "The  f u z l d a m e n t a l  f rameroffr of n o a - N e s t e r n  



p o l i t i c s  is a communal  one, and  a l l  political b e h a v i o r  is 

s t r o n g l y  c o l o r e d  by c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of communal i d e n t i f i c a t i o n , "  

A )  C o n c e p t u a l  P r o b l e r e s  i n  T h e o r e t i c a l  Analysis 
a 

T h e  v a r i o u s  concepts of p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p n e n t  m o s t l y  

presuppose t h a t  a d e v e l o ~ i n g  s o c i e t y  ha s ,  a s  p a r t  of its g o a l s ,  

t h e  intent of b e c c g i n g  a w e s t e r n  style p a r l i a a e n t a r y  d e ~ o c r a c g -  

Sirce modern  k i s s t e r n  societies h a v ~  been t h e  t r e n d  setters i n  

devc iopment  a n d  technology, there is  unavoidably  a s t r o n g  link 

b e t v e e n  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  w h e n e v e r  u n d e r t a k e n  by a developing 

c o u n t r y ,  a n d  w e s t e r n i z a t i o n ,  However ,  t h i s  w e s t e r n i z a t i o n  is 

generally m i x e d  w i t h  s t r o n g  t r a d i k i c c a l  e l e ~ i e n t s  which  cause 
I 

d e v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s  tc hecow n e i t h e r  w e s t e r n  nor t r a d i t i a n a l ,  

So t h e  f i n a l  outcome of t h e  d e v e l o p m e u t  Frocess c a r s n o t  he 

p r e s u m e d  t o  ke * * w e s t e r n m ,  An A r a b  e c o n o m i s t  s t r c n g l y  ~ a k e s  t h e  

p o i n t  t h a t  ,, many radica 1 scciill t h i n k e r s  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  

r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Qmoder r r i za t ion* ,  ~ a r t i c u l a r l y  i n a s m u c h  .as  it h a s  

coae t o  D e  understood as a uay of l i f e  and of doing things ky 

' s u p e r i o r * ,  pi- s o c i e t i e s  w h i c h  other societies are urged  t o  

e m u l a t e i t ,  { S a y i g h  1978: 151 

I f  w h a t  is k i n g  m e a s u r e d  is t h e  success cf how well 

de.rr.eloping c o u n t r i e s  c an  e g u l a t e  w e s t e r n  societies t h e n  i t  

b e c o m e s  easy t o  ncte i n f r a s t r n c t u r a l  c h a n g e s  t h a t  sesemble t h e  



west, Nowever, i f  a n a l y s i s  seeks  l o  n o t e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i g  

b e t u e e n  c h a n g e  s e l a t e d  directly Lo t h e  cultural, social, a n d  

e c o n o m i c  p o s i t i o a  of a d e v e l o p i n g  country, then w h a t  is  r e q u i r e d  

is n d i f f e r e n t  a p p r c a c h ,  one  t h a t  a i d s  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  

s o c i e t y  a n d  i t s  L e a d e r s h i p  a n d  t h e  g o a l s  t h a t  i t  sets f o r t h  f o r  

i t s e l f .  

8 )  I n t r o d u c t i o n  of Bodern T e c h n o l o g y  a n d  t h e  T r a d i t i o n a l .  E l i t e  

Rihile s ~ e k i r g  t o  i z t r o d u c e  more  c o d e r a  methods f o r  h i s  

c o u n t r y ,  Ibn S a u d  made e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  h o l d  close t o  t h e  p u r i t a n  

t e a c h i n g s  of &uhamaad, Hany of t h e  new m e t h o d s  were m e t  with 
\ - -- - _- - _. -- - -/ 

s u s p i c i o n  and o p p o s i t i o n  by  t h e  D e d o u i n s  and t h e  Uleiua, The 
_--- --- -- - - - _ _ _ - _ _ - - ._ _ - _ - -- - -- 

g & ~ ,  ~ h a  form part of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  elite, had t o  be 
--._ _- -- - - 

c o n s u l t e d  by'-lkn S a u d  before t h e  a d o p t i o n  of new t e c h n i q u e s  %as 
.- - --- 

alLoweE,  These r e l i g i o u s  s c h o l a r s  u o u l d  s t u d y  t h e  C u r J a a  t o  

a s c e r t a i n  i f  t h e r e  were a n y  statements i n  t h e  Holy Writ that 

c o u l d  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  r e l a t e  to t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g  ~roposG!d ,  

a n d  i f  so, w h e t h e r  i t  could b e  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  voxk  o f  t h e  

D e v i l ,  N c  matter how i n n o v a t i v e  this t r a d i t i o n a l  l e a d e n :  was h e  

had t o  defer on these q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  ULkgq- flany e x a s p l e s  of 

t h i s  are t o  be f o u n d  i n  t h e  o k s e r v a t i o n  o n  t h i s  p e r i o d  of r u l e  

by Ibn Saud ,  

V h i n g s  Eove  s l o a ~ i y  i n  t h e  R i d d l e  E a s t ,  b u t  fbn Saud 
= , . p r e p a r e d  hy  one means o r  a n o t h e r  t o  p u s h  w o r t h v h i l e  
p r o j e c t s  o v e r  t h e  o b j e c t i o n s  of his more  c o n s e r v a t 5 v e  
advisers, ,.,8is elder a d v i s e r s  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  

. i n n o v a t i o n  ~y s a y i n g  t h a t  a  r a d i o  must b e  t h e  w r k  of 
t h e  D e v i l  t o  c a r r y  v c r d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  a i r ,  B o t h i n g  
d a u n t e d ,  the K i n g  a s s e m b l e d  his uise men a n d  h a d  them 



l i s t e n  to a r e a d i n g  of t h e  Koran  over  t h e  r a d i o ,  T h i s  
satisfied t h e %  because t h e i r  religion e x g r e s s l y  s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  D e v i l  c a n n o t  F r o n c u n c e  o r  t r a n s ~ i t  t h e  H o l y  
Words o f  t h e  Koran,  n o  m a t t e r  what  t h e  mekhod o r  t h e  

( S a n g e r  1943:  981) 

T h i s  problem of a c c e p t i n g  modern m e t h o d s  a n d  t ~ c h n o f o g y  still 

c a n  b e  f o u n d  in S a u d i  Arabia, i n  1981, 

"Out in the Saudi A r a b i a n  q i f d e r n e s s ,  nomads s t i l l  live 
the t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e ,  E u t  these d a y s  a f cur- w h e e l - d r i v e  
is likely tc be p a r k e d  n e x t  t o  t h e i r  camels and g o a t s ,  
Encountering a W e s t e r n e r  for the f i r s t  time r e c e n t l y ,  
one f a m i l y  proudly d i s p l a y e d  its new Topota--and a t  
n i g h t  s o l i c i t c u s i y  l a i d  out f o o d  for it,+@ ( E a i r d  
198'1: 19) 

I t  t a k e s  a long time f o r  change to b e  a c c e p t e d  a n d  internalized 
--____I - - 

b~ t h o s e  who h a v e  h e l d  c l o s e  t o  t r a d i t i o n ,  Modern L e 2 6 c d s  of - - 
c o n t m u n i c a t i o u s  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  were a t  f i r s t  viewed as  

c o n t a i n i n g  the soul of the D e v i l ,  A l t h o u g h  I h n  Saud was a b l e  to 

see t h e  n e e d  f o r  c h a n g e  h e  could move no Easter t h a n  h i s  p e o p l e  

voula aLLow as a result of t h e i r  combined t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e s t y l e  

and r e l i g i o u s  izeclogy. "Because  of t h e  i s o l a t i o n  of t h e  8 

p e n i n s u l a  from t h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d ,  t h e  s o c i a l  structure a n d  mode 

of living o f  the ~ ~ o p l e  changed l i t t l e  over t h e  centuries until 

t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of o i l  i n  t h e  peninsula in t h e  1 9 3 0 ' ~ , ~  ( B a l p o f e  

et al, 1971:3) 

Until t h e  discovery o f  o i l  Shn Saud's a t t e m p t s  a t  . e c o n o m i c  

d e v e l o p i n e n t  were h i n d e r e d  by two factors, t h e  role of t h e  

Xsla~ic s c h o l a r s ,  a s  a lready  m e n t i o n e d ,  a n d  t h e  l a c k  o-f f u n d s  

n e e d e d  in o r d e r  t o  e ~ b a r t  u p a  ~ a j o r  programs, However s m a l l  

were h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  settle the B e d o u i n  i n  15312, ana to  g e t  them 

to ' l e a r n  t o  f a r m ,  i n  t h e  Lkhwan s e t t l e m e n t s ,  it was a s tar t  on 

t h e  lcng r o a d  tc social and  e c o n o m i c  change, 



C )  S a u d i  A r a b i a  Becomes a Kingdom 

The years l e a d i n g  up t o  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  of a K i n g d o @  in 

1932, were n o t  e a s y  f o r  Ibn Saud,  H i s  g o a l  was t o  u n i f y  a n d  

c o n s o l i d a t e  A r a b i a  i n t o  a single ~ o l i t i c a l  unit. T h e  i d e o l o g y  

w h i c h  g a v e  a c o h e s i c n  dad Furpose t o  its d i f f e r e n t  c o E p o n e n t s  

gas Isla@, Ibn S a u d g s  key t o  l e a d e r s h i p  and Fower  L a p  i n  his 

r e v i v a l  of t h e  p u r i t a n i c a l  I s l a g  of &i&&pQhgg m e c t i o n e d  ear l ier ,  

B u t ,  with h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  power, a n d  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i c n  of a 

Kingdoat, h a d  h e  c r e a t e d ,  @y 1932, a n a t i o n  s t a t e  a s  u n d e r s t c o d  

a n d  a c c e p t e d  by w e s t e r n  ~ o l i t i c a l  science? 

From t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c  s t a n d p o i n t ,  W a r c l d  J, E a s k i ,  

(3934:21 ) ,  i n  h i s  a ~ a l y s i s  of Thcf State kg T h o r y  P r a c - t i c e ,  

says, j f . - ,a s o c i e t y  i s  a s t a t €  when t h e  wag of l i f e  t o  w h i c h  

b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  a e s o c i a t l o c s  z a s t  c ~ n f o r m  i s  defined by a 

c o e r c i v e  a u t h o r i t y  b i n d i n g  u ~ o n  them a l lq i ,  T h e  k e y  terms h e r e  

a r e  t h e  words g s ~ i l ~ t  c o n f c z m f l  a n d  "a c o e r c i v e  a u t h o r i t y w ,  ' i b i s  

process of h a v i n g  t o  conform is d e v e l a ~ e d  within a s o c i e t y  by a  

number  of means, fn t h e  case of S a u d i  Arabia I b n  S a u d  had d r a w n  

h i s  p e o p l e  together through c o n q u e s t  a n d  ~ a r r i a g e  a n d  . t h o s e  whc 

d i d  not c o n f o r &  were Xaudled e i t h e r  ~ i l i t a r i i y  or  by s o c i a l  and 

r e l i g i o u s  s a n c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  c p e r a t i o n  of t h e  Shar i l a  

courts, L a s k i  provides t h e  researcher with o n e  d e f i n i t i o n  of a 

s t a t e  t h a t ,  h o w e v e r  p h i l o s o ~ h i c ,  re lates  t o  r e a l i t y *  

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  P y e  (196S:37-38) i n  his c o l l e c t i o n  of 

c o n c e p t s  of p o l i t i c a l  d e v e i o p i ~ e n t ,  refers  t o  ~ o l i t i c a l  



development a s  the o p e r a t i o n  of a n a t i o n  s t a t e ,  Here the l e v e l  

aZ p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  f e l a t e d  t o  the modern n a t i o n  s t a t e ,  

I t  is clear t h a t  i n  o r d e r  fos i n t e r n a t i o n a l  trafie and d i p l o m a t i c  

r e l a t i o n s  t o  be p o s o i k l e  t h e r e  ~ u s t  e x i s t  a s t a b l e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  

system w h i c h  can h a n d l e  t h e  a f f a i r s  of the s t a t e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  

to make a n d  h o n o u r  l o n g  term a g r e e m e n t s *  However ,  the  i d e a  that 

is proposed la ter  i n  P y e t s  c c a a e n t s ,  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  t h a t  

n a t i o n  s t a t e s  bfcogie SO o n l y  b y  8 J i n t - e r n a t i o n a l  c o u r t e s y t *  (Pye 

f%ft:37),  i m p l i e s  t h a t  i f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communi ty  d o e s  n o t  

l i k e  w h a t  is t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  i n  terms of ~ o l i t i c a l  d e v e i o p m e n t  cr 

o l k e r w i s e ,  t h e n  a t t e a g t s  tuay b e  a a d e  t o  r e a o v e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of 

b e i n g  r e c o g n i z e d .  Bow well ~ o l i i t i c a l  a n d  e c o ~ t o r a i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  

o c c u r  is l i n k e d  by Pye t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of n a t i o n a l i s ~  among 

t h e  people ,  T h e  existence o f  n a t i o n a l i s @ ,  however, d o e s  not 

always c o n t r i b u t e  t o  ~ o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p n e n t ,  The o p p o s i t e  mag 

wel l  h a p p e n  if n a r c i s s i s t i c  national is^ b e c o m e s  a  s t r o n g  f a c t o r  
v 

i n  t h e  societyls s e l f - p r c e p t i o n ,  S u c h  a discussion d o e s  nct 

d e n y  t h a t  n a t i o n a i i z n  can  F l a y  a positive r o l e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

d e v ~ l o p m e n t ,  f o r  a n a t i o n a l i s t i c  f e e l i n g  can b i n d  a s o c i e t y  

t oge the r  i n  working t o w a r d s  a common g o a l *  

T h e s e  ideas, vhea  considered i n  the c c n t e x t  o f  S a u d i  

A r a k i a ,  d o  n o t  f i t  well f o r  a n u ~ b e r  of r e a s o n s .  Its society  

c o n s i s t e d  of l o o s e l y  linked t r i b a l  g r o u p s  whose l o y a l t y  was n o t  

t o  a n a t i o n  b u t  t o  God, t h e  f a i r i l y  and then the tribe. Even 

a f t e r  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  these t r i h a l  a t t i t u d e s  c c n t i n u e d .  A l s o ,  

t h e r e  a r e  a  number  of  t r ibes  whose  n o m a d i c  t e r r i t o r i e s  c r o s s e d  



n a t i o n a l  k o u a d a ~ i e s ,  f o r  exam~le t h e  S h a n m a r  who wander bekween  

S a u d i  B r a b i a  a n d  I raq,  To which  n a t i o n  would they give t h e i r  

a l l e g i a n c e ?  It t a k e s  time f o r  t h e  m e a b e r s  o f  a s o c i e t y  t h a t  is 

d e v e l o p i n g  to  i a t e s a a l i z e  the i d e a  of a c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  

maintains c a n t r c f s  cver t h e i r  lives, T h i s  g a v e m ~ e n k  i n  efgect 

r e p l a c e s ,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  the p r e v i o u s  t l e s  t o  t h e  family i n  t e r ~ s  

of n e e a s  and s o c i a l  c o n t r c l s -  For s o w  me~hers of t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  society ( u s u a l l y  %he young)  the  transition a p p e a r s  

t o  h a v e  occurred quickly but the oid s o c i a l  c o n t r o l s  t b f o u g h  t h e  

f a m i l y  a n d  t h e  trike c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t ,  P i n a l l y ,  while it m y  b e  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  r e l i g i o u s  a a t i c n a l i s m  exists i n  S a u d i  A r a b i a  i t  

must be noted that when the v e s t  refers to the King of S a u d i  

Brabia, to  h i s  p e o p l e  he is t h e  Iaam a n d  h i s  r c l e  is b o t h  

s e c u l a r  a n d  r e l i g i c u s ,  

D) G o v e r n m e n t  Expansion 

Power r e m a i n e d  c e n t r a l i z e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  of Ibn S a u d  for t h e  

ear ly  p a r t  of h i s  rule, After t h e  1930's  a n d  the new r o l e  fbra 

S a u d  b e g d n  t o  p l a y  i n  ucrld a f f a i r s  it b c c d ~ e  n e c e s s a r y  for him 

t o  d e f  egate sofile o f  h i s  a u t h o x i t y ,  a n d  he sought a d . v i c e  from 
- 

forpigners w h o  bad t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e x p e r t i s e .  B h i l e  Be o h t a i n & d - -  
- -- - -  - - -  - - -  - - 

the assistance of t h e s e  e x p e r t s  it m u s t  h e  reme~bered t h a t  t h e  

elite, t h e  r o y a l  Zanily a n d  U f e ~ a  particularily, as well as I b n  
- - - 

Saud  h i m e l f ,  v i s h e d  t o  keep o u t  vestern i n f l u e n c e  s o  t h a i  

p u r i t a n i c a l  I s h a  would c o n t i n u o  t c  p r e v a i i ,  " S i n c e  t h e  f lu s l i i t :  

c o m a u c i t y  was s o u n d  s p i r i t u a l l y ,  m o r a l l y  a n d  s o c i a l l y  a n d  was 



weak only economically, it mus t  b o r r o w  from t h e  West only its 

s c o n o m i ~  techniques a n d  nust g u a r d  itself g e n e r a l l y  from t h e  

s o c i o - m o r a l  e v i l  cf t h e  ~ o d e r n  fes2, w i t h  t h e  exception o f  

no4 e rn  e d u c a t i c n - - m o r e  p a r  titularly t e c h n o l o g i c a  2 educa t i o n - - a n d  

t h e  West's a t t i t u d e  t o  k ~ r i i , "  ((Rahman 1970:319) T h i s  was the 

i d e a l i s m  of Ibn S a u d  and as he was later t o  real ize  h e  c o u l d  n o t  

s t o p  t h e  e c o n o m i c  changes f r o @  c h a n g i n g  s o c i e t y  and t h e  new 

expectations w h i c h  came w i t h  eew t e c h n o l o g y ,  

The i n f l u e n c e  of change is p e r h a p s  b e s t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  

changing structure of govefzment. Hovever s o u a d  s ~ i r i t - u a l l y  a n d  

m o r a l l y  the PIusTir~--~~mri%iunitj  and i t s  I G a d e f s i  %re; f & e ' " $ & s s u r e  

of c h a n r ~ e  began  t o  force-  Ibn S d u d  t o  delegate a u t h o c i t y  

a s  formed t h e  C c u n c i i  of D e p u t i e s ,  gade u ~  of t r u s t e d  fore-ips- 

a d v i s o r s ,  and t h i s  was the ~ r o t o t y ~ e  • ’ o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  of 

M i n i s t e r s  d e v e l o p s d  l a t e r ,  first i n  t h e  B e j a z ,  i n  1931 w i t h  

expans ion  to other a r e a s  akterwards ,  Host of S a u d i  Arabia*s 
I 

f o r ~ a l .  tr,odern governraenP s t r u c t u r e  began t o  emerge in the early 

With t h e  d i s c c v e r y  of  oil i n  t h e  late 1930s which began to  

c h a n g e  n o t  o n l y  the e c o a o a i c  structure of the Kingdon  b u t  also 

t h e  s o c i a l  life of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  Ibn S a u d ' s  r o l e  io i n t e r m a t i o n a l  

a f f a i r s  grew, D i p l c m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  @any o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  

began i n  this p e r i o d ,  H h i l e  h e  allowed f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t s  into 

S a u d i  Arakia i t  uas some t i ~ e  later b e f o r e  Ibn Saud s e n t  a b r o a d  

d i p l o m a t s  t o  represent S a u d i  Arabia, N e g o t i a t i o n s  were n e c e s s a r y  

with' Aralnco a n d  Ibn S a u d  t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h e  f o ~ n d i n g  csf t h e  United 



Nations  i n  J u n e  26 ,  1 9 4 5 -  Be h a d  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  the i r o n  of t h e  

west, a term used for i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and t e c h n o l o g y ,  c o u l d  

n o t  h e  b o r r o v e d  w i t h o u t  c h a n g i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of the f a b r i c  of 

s o c i e t y  and g o v e r n r a e a t  as ~1311. 

Under Ibn  S a u d ' s  r u l e  education, maas, i e l e c o a r r m u n i c a t i o n s ,  

~ ~ d i c a l  s e r v i c e s ,  c a r s ,  etc were i n t r o d u c e d -  His r u l e  l a i d  t h e  

f o u n d a t i o n s  for l a t e r  c h a n g e s  which were t o  c a u s e  p r o b l e m s  f o r  

h i s  s o n  S a u d  when h e  became  Ring  i n  1953, I n  Itn Saudts later 

years  he recognized the need an d  developed a Couacil of 

@ i n i s t e r s  vhose meatcrs c o u l d  t a k e  cn more r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  khan 

its p r e d e c e s s o ~  t h e  C o u n c i l  of Degut i e s ,  

A Hew Role i n  I n t e r a a t i o n a l  P o l i t i c s  - - --- -- ------ ------ 
g'rjhortfy before his death i n  N o v e s b e r  1953 ,  King Ibn Salad 

_ - - - - -  -- _ _ 
o r d e r e d  t h a t  a C c u n c i P  of Ministefs b e  Tammd-"'o~-Zivide the 

- - 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  g o v e r n i n g  of his r a p 3  dlp developing 
v 

i n i s t r i e s  v e r e  

formed a n d  f i v e  advisors vere appointed, These m i n i s t r i e s  were, 

T h e  P r i a e  Hinister,  who a c t e d  a s  H i n i s t e r  of F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  

C o ~ m u n i c a t i o n ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  A g r i c u l t u c e ,  E e a L  th ,  Commerce G 

I n d u s t r y ,  Interior, Defence a n d  A v i a t i o n ,  These  ~ o s t s  were held 

Ly snetabers o f  t h e  r o y a l  fantily a n d  a few i ~ p o r t a n t  S a u d i s .  'The 

establishment of the C o u n c i l  oi H i n i s k e r s  m r k s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of 

a b u r e a u c r a c y  t h a t  h a s  y r o n n  i n  s i z e  and c o m p l e x i t y  t o  this 

d a t e .  As t h e  b u r d e n s  of government h a v e  become nore c o a p l e x  

additional minis tr i e s  h a v e  k e e n  fo rmed ,  



T h e  d e v e l o p a e n t  of  f i r s t  t h e  C o u n c i l  of  D e p u t i e s  a n d  la ter  

t h e  Council of P l i n i s t e r s  indicates s e v e r a l  i m ~ u r t a n t  points t h a t  

s h o u l d  bc n o t e d -  Ikn Saud was a b l e ,  i n  spite of being a 

t r a d i t i o n a l  l e a d e r ,  to see t h e  n e e d  f o r  change, Also, i n  a n  

e f f o r t  to b r i n g  a b o u t  that c h a n g e ,  h e  s o u g h t  the advice a n d  h e l p  

o f  those who v e r e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  do  t h e  job--aitEough those 

a d v i s o s s  h e  f i r s t  relied upcn vere not Saudis, Re d e l e g a t e d  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e s ~ o u s i b i l i t i e s  u s i n g  a w e s t e r n  c o n c e p t  o f  

m i n i s t e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  to him, F u r t h e r m o r e ,  Iba Saud was an 

a s t u t e  p o l i t i c a n  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the west, 

"At the o u t b r e a k  of World War XI, f b n  Saud adopted a 
policy of n e u t r a l i t y - = , T h e  k i n g ' s  friecdly n e u t r a l i t y  
was by no  B e a n s  a n e g l i g i b l e  a s s e t  to  t h e  Allies, 
expecialfy to G r e a t  Britain, Bad h e  succu~bed like some 
Arab e x t r e a i s t s  to p r o - A x i s  t e m p t a t i o n s ,  he n i g h t  h a v e  
p r e a c h e d  a h o l  y war: on the  PesL Such a c a l l  coming frora 
t h e  g u a r d i a n  of t h e  h o l y  places a i g h t  have c a u s e d  auch 
e m b a r r a s s m e n t  t o  the British, b o t h  i n  the Middle  East 
and i n  f n d i a ,  , , - T h e  aost s i g n i f i c a n t  p o l i t i c a l  
develcpment a f f e c t i n g  S a u d i  Arabia i n  uart iae  was, 
however ,  the g r o w t h  of close c o o p e r a t i o n  with the U n i t e d  
S t a t e s , * *  (Leaczcuski 1980: 580) 

Despite h i s  ~ o s i t i c n  of neutrality, I b n  Saud had to seek 

f i n a n c i a l  a i d  sirice t h e  War l i ~ i t e d  t h e  tan income f ro in  pilgrims 

t o  recta, Elis a i d  came f rom t h e  United States, v i a  Great 

B r i t a i n ,  and this marks  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of a new a n d  c loser  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  the l o n g  friendship b e t w e e n  t h e  two ccuntries, 

This f r i e n d s h i p  had kegun long before t h e  war, a n d  before 

t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of major oil. r e s e r v e s ,  Once it ha4 becam a p p a r e n t  

t h a t  f b n  S a u d  h a d  e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  the ~ e n i a s u l a  t h e  

g n i t @ d  S t a t e s  had r e o o g n i z e d  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  a f r i e n d l y  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h i s  r e g i m e ,  a n d  had  taken steps t o  encourage 



s u c h  a r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  With t h e  d e v e i o p m e n t  oi t h e  o i l  r e s e r v e s  by 

A m e r i c a n  c o m p a n i e s ,  a n d  i n  view o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e z  p o s i t i o n  a s  

i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  t e c h n o l c g i c a l  l eade r  i n  %he a o r l d ,  the l i n k s  were 

s t r e n g t h e n e d  b y  i n i t i a t i v e s  from &he  S a u d i s .  Ibn S a u d  r ~ c o g n i z e d  

t h e  g r o ~ i n g  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h e  U c i t e d  S t a t e s  as a w o r l d  l e a d e r ,  

a n d  s o u g h t  t o  iapress  upon h i s  g o c d  f r i e n d ,  P r e s i d e n t  R o o s e v e l t ,  

the need to  s e t t l e  t h e  Palestinian problem i n  a w a y  which was 

f a i r  t o  i ts i n d i g e n o u s  ~ e o p l e ,  1 

Another s t e ~  t c w a r d s  p o L i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  more s u i t e d  t o  

a o a e r n  times was t h e  d e v e l c p m e n t  of t h e  B o a r d  o f  G r i e v a n c e s ,  

This was established Hay 10, 1955 b y  Saudi  Royal Decree. T h i s  

B o a r d  nf G r i e v a a c e s l  chief d u t y  i s  d e a l i n g  B o r e  w i t h  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  ~ a t t e r s  t h a n  w i t h  g r i e v a a c e s  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n ,  I t  

is t h r o u g h  t h i s  b o a r d  t h a t  matters v e f e  d e a l t  with c o n c e r n i n g  

coramerce and  i n d u s t r y ,  D a v i d  E ,  Long, i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  o n  t h e  

board,  notes what f u n c t i o n s  i t  was t o  p e r f o r m -  

'*., , T h e  d e c r e e  gives t h e  Board v i d e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  over 
c o ~ p l a i n t s  i n v c l v i n g  yavernaent  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n -  , t h e  
Board h a s  b e e n  given a p p l a t e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  c e r t a i n  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s  af  t h e  H i n i s t e r  of Corn@erce 
c o n c e r n i n g  the i n v e s  tmeut o f  f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l ,  a a -a ]  
Execu  t i o n  of C e r t a i n  F o r e i g n  J u d g e m e n t s  b c a s e s  
u n d e r  t h e  A a t i - E r i h e r p  Decree ,,,c) cases u n d e r  t h e  
Xsraell B o y c o t t  Fawaf* jhlong 1973~73-74) 

T h i s  board is an i i z y o r t a n t  a d d i t i o n  t o  tEc r u n n i n g  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  

S a u d i  Arabia, A l t b o u g f i  c c n c o r n i n g  i t s e l f  w i t h  s e c u l a r  matters i t  

1 F o r  d e t a i l s  of t h e  growth of this r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  see t h e  series 
*'Documents i n  the H i s t o r y  o f  S a u d i  A r a b i a H ,  ~ d i t e d  by I b r a h i a  
a l - S a s h i d ,  i n  f i v e  v o l u m e s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1976 a n d  1980 b y  
D o c u m e n t a r y  P u b l i c a t i c n s  o f  S a l i s b u r y ,  W,C., U.5, A. This series 
draws p a r t i c u l a r l y  on U, 5, g o v e x n m e n t  d o c u m e n t s ,  13cw 
d e c l a s s i f i e d .  



f u n c t i o n s  s b t h i n  the f raaework of the c l a s s i c a l  I s l a ~ i c  

t r a d i t i o n -  

To conclude this ~ o i n t ,  as we saw,  c h a n g e  a n d  p r o g r e s s  i n  

S a u d i  Arakia was s t a r t e d  ky 1b-r.r Saud- I n i t i a l l y ,  he was a b l e  t o  

take t o t a l  control over the d f f a i r s  of h i s  new state b u t  a s  time 

p a s s e d  new p r e s s u r e s  i n t e r n a l l y  and externafly ~ a d e  o n e  man r u l e  

i m p o s s i b l e ,  

Tbe i n t r u d u c t i c n  of modern technology brings about changes 

that cannot b e  .reversed, For exaar~le ,  t h e  nse of t h e  car w i l l  

n o t  b e  v o l u n t a r i l y  surrendered i n  f a v o u r  of the cantel; 

efectrici  ty which p r o v i d e s  for l i g h t ,  radios, and r e f  r i g e r a t i o n  

w i l l  o o t  h e  w i l l i n g l y  abandoned,  Technoiogy a t f e c t s  t h e  s o c i a l  

and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  nature sf atankind, A dependence develops uFcn 

the technology and as such the g r a c e s s  is i r r e v e r s i b l e ,  a l t h o u g h  

I b n  Saud s o u g h t  t o  c a r e f u l l y  guard h i s  p u r i t a n i c a l  r e l i g i o u s  

b e l i e f s  the very i n t r o d u c t i o n  c t  western technology meant t h e  

influence w o u l d  c c n t i n u e  b e c a u s e  t e c h n o l o g y  without  s e c u l a r  

e d u c a t i o n  s o u f d  r e n d e r  u s e l e s s  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of neu ~ e t h c d s ,  

Moderu t e c h n o l o g y  was i n t r o d u c e d  very e a c i y  i n  S a u d i  

devolopruent ,  This, C O U F ~ ~ ~  w i t h  t h e  @any p l i t F c a Z  changes t h a t  

o c c u r r e d  before the c o u n t r y  hecaae a full f l e d g e d  n a t i o n - s t a t e  

in 1932, p r o v i d e d  t h e  f c u n d a t i c n  c f  ~ o d e r n i z i n y  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  

s o c i e t y .  



A )  Irac'fht i o n a l .  Elite a n d  Power 

This t h e s i s  h a s  e x a m i n e d  t h e  c h a n g e s  t h a t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  

S a u d i  A r a b i a  since 1902,  v K ~ n  fbn Saud l a u n c h e d  h i s  m i l i t a r y  

c a t n p a i y n s  t o  u n i t e  Arabia. I n  order t o  e x a a i r z e  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  

e l i t e  i n  p o l i t i c a f  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e  time f same was b r o k e n  dowa 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  each k i n g s ' s  r u l e ,  S t r u c t u r a l  and f u u c t i o n a l  

c h a n g e s ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  h a v e  b e e n  identified 

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  t h e s i s -  Power  h a d  kecome c e n t r a l i z e d  i n  t h e  h a n d s  

o f  t h e  House  of S a u d ,  a n d  t h a t  s u b s e q u e n t l y  p r o v e d  t o  b e  u s e f u l  

t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e l i t e ,  

"Power  is a com~lex phenomenon. . , , S u f f i c e  it t o  s a p  
t h a t  p o w e r  is a relations hi^ between or  a m n g  
i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  g r o u p s  ' s u c h  t h a t  t h e  b e h a v i o r  of o n e  
a c to r  ( s )  alters t h e  b e h a v i o r  of a n o t h e r  a c to r  (s) *, i n  a n  
i n t e n d e d  direction," { T a z h a u  1375:5) 

U n a e r  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  f b n  Saud c h a n g e s  vere set i n  m o t i o n  t h a t  

were t o  a f f e c t  t h e  lives of the g e o p l e  a s  wePi a s  p o s e  problems 

f o r  h i s  s o n s  who s u c c e e d e d  him t o  t h e  t h r o n e -  % i t h  t h e  

i n c c e a s i n g  c o m ~ ~ e x i t i e s  of ruling a n a t i o n  the t r a d i t i o z a l  e l i t e  

had t o  r e l y  ca c u t s i d e  e x ~ e r t i s e  until nrembess o f .  their oun  

society had g a i n e d  e n o u g h  e d u c a t i o n  t o  aszist i n  r u n n i n g  t h e  

T h e  o u t s i d e  e x p e r t i s e  i n c l u d e d  P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  Lebanese, 

J o r d a n i a n s ,  S y s i a n s ,  acd Z g p ~ t i a n s ,  T h e s e  psople worked as 

tea.chers, cfer k s ,  a n d  naa 11 a e z c h a n t s ,  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  

v e r e  n e e d e d  t o  c a r r y  f o r w a r d  t h e  F r o c e s s e s  o f  c h a n g e  i n  



i c o d e r n i z i a y  S a u d i  Arabia. 

By 1953, S a u d i  A r a b i a  was generating sufficient r e v e n u e s  

f r o m  oil p r o d u c t i c n ,  c o n s e g u e n t l y ,  i t  was a h l e  t o  implement 

major d e v e l c p n e n t  ~ r o j e c t s ,  h i r i n g  m a j o r  western c o n s u l t a n t s  a n d  

engineers and b r i n g i n g  i n  t h e  most modern  equipment a n d  tools ,  

S a u d J s  son S a u d  was n o t  a s t r o n g  l eader  a n d  there d e v e l o p e d  many 

p r o b l e m s  d u r i n g  h i s  r u l e -  **The p o w e r s  of the K i n g  ace not 
_-_--- . 

defined b u t  pr i m i t e d  by  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  h e  must 
- 

r e t a i n '  a c o n s e n s u s  of t h e  S a u d i  ro 

l e a d e r s  g & a ,  the c h i e f s  of t h e  = @ p o r t a n t  t r i k e s ,  - t h e  armed 

farces,  and t h e  t u r e a u ~ r a c y , ~  ( N y r o p  et a l -  1977:2) Saudts 

i n c o m p e t e n c e  a s  a r u l e r  led t o  gcessures f r o @  t h e s e  f a c t i o n s  of 

t h e  elite s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  granting 

of e x t e n d e d  p o w e r s  t o  P a i s a i  i n  t958  a n d  to  Saudss  forced 

a b d i c a t i o n  i n  P a i s a l a s  f a v o u r  i z  1956, T h i s  change of l e a d e r s h i p  

s h o v e d  tha3__power - ._ _ _  . c c u l d  change h a n d s  and n c t  c a u s e  a civil war, 

a s i g n  of s t r e n g t h  af 
. -- - - ---- -  - 

and s t a b i l i t y  of t h e  new n a t i o n ' s  i n s t i t u t i o n s  n o t  yet a c h i e v e d  

by sofae older n a k i c n s ,  s u c h  as those of L a t i n  America, 

P a i s a l ,  u n l i k e  his b r ~ t h e r  Saud,  had p r o g r e s s i v e  i d e a s  

about change a n d  Bow t o  bring it about., F o r  exafn~le ,  F a i s a l  saw 

t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of h a v i n g  h i s  sons e d u c a t e d  i n  s e c u l a r  schools a n d  

u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  Europe o r  America, while S a u d  h a d  his soas 

e d u c a t e d  i n  Riyadh  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o t a l  manner, F a i s a l  a l s o  g a v e  

moxe i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  a u t h o z i t y  t o  t h e  new body of f o r e i g n  

e d u c a t e d  S a u d i  t e c h n o c r a t s ,  



" D u ~ ~ n g  F a i s a l ' s  t en -yeas  r e i g n  comoners like Sheikh 
Rhmed Z a k i  Yamani ,  Binister o f  F e t r o P e u ~ ,  A k d e l  Hadi 
T a n e r ,  Chief c t  t h e  government-cwned o i l  com&any,  
P e t r o a i n ,  a n d  g a s h e 2  Hazer, h e a d  o f  the S a u d i  C e n t r a l  
P l a n n i n g  O r g a o i z a t i o n ,  rose to unprecedented p o s i t i o n s  
of power, 8 o t  c n l y  were i n e ~ t  r o y a l  f a m i l y  members 
barred f r o m  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  r o l e s ,  b u t  r o y a l  f a m i l y  
a l l o w a ~ l c e s  were c u t , "  {Bird 7980: 1 2 )  

Faisal's ten p o i n t  p rogram was a l so  i n n o v a t i v e -  S l a v e r y  had 

e x i s t e d  i n  A r a b i a  since b f f o r e  t h e  t i a e  o f  t h e  P r o p h e t ,  a n d  i t  

8 v a s  a b o l i s h e d  by King F a i s a l ,  Also, d u r i n g  his r u l e  t h e  
4 
; b u r e a u c r a c y  i n c r e a s e d  and w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  

' I . ,  .the d e l e g a t i o n  o f  a u t h o r i t y - - f  a i s a l  h a s  goae f a r  
b e y o n d  h i s  krothez and  father who preceded him. , , ,There 
a re  o t h e r s  who c a n  te t r u s t e d  t o  carry o u t  work once it 
h a s  b e e n  v e l l  begun." ( S h e e a n  1970:3) 

This d e l e g a t i o n  cf authority marks t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  

d e v e l o p a e n t  of a sub e l i te  g r o u p  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

e l i t e  t o  i a p l e ~ e n t  new p o l i c y ,  

B) C o n f l i c t  B e t w e e a  Tradition arid iYior3ernizat ion 
, 

The m a j o r  s o u r c e  or  c o n f l i c t  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  c c u n t r i e s  is  

centered i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  modern xags of  doing t h i n g s -  The 

p r o c e s s  of a o d e r n i z a t i o n  i n  i tself  is n o t  t h e  majn problem- The 

c e n t r a l  problea is t h a t  Pesternization p e n e t r a t e s  t h e  v e r y  

s o c i a l  fabric cf t h e  society along g i t h  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  

M o d e r n i z a t i o n  p l a c e s  stress on t h e  f a ~ i l y ,  o n  r e l i g i o u s  beliefs,  

o n  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  and  on  t h e  @Bole way of l i f e ,  . 

T h e  traditional e l i t e s  ic S a u d i  Arabia have dorie much t o  

b r i n g  a b o u t  a modern l i f e  s t y l e  f o r  S a u d i  citizens, S h i l s ,  

speaking on " T h e  #ill. To B e  Moderni9, eoakes a number of b o l d  



s t a  ternants c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  a  t t i t o d e s  of e l i te ,  

**To b e  modern a n  e l i t e ,  a s  the e l i t e  of the new states 
see i t ,  ntust not f e a r  c h a n g e ;  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  must 
s t r i v e  t o  b r i n g  i t  a b o u t ,  It d o e s  not w i s h  to r e m a i n  a s  
it is, It is a g a i n s t  t h e  a n c i e n t  regime; e v e n  w h e r e  it 
a f f i r ~ s  t h e  p a s t  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  it stresses i ts 
adapkabilitp %c t h e  needs  of t h e  present, - - - T h e  e l i te  
p r i d e  the~selves on t h e i r  dynamism a n d  t h e y  claim t h a t  
t h e  a a s s  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  demands it of t h e m a w  ( S h i l s  
1968: 73 

I t  c a n  h e  argued t h a t  soiae neu states may f i t  Shif's 

d e s c r i p t i o n ,  b u t  the "mass of ~ o p u l a t i o c ' ~  are still s u f f e r i n g  

f r o m  a fors o f  ~ o d e r n  culture shock, Also,  only r e c e n t l y  h a s  

t h e r e  k e e n  a mass p o p u l a t i o n  g a t h e r i n g  in u r b a c i z e d  c e n t r e s  of 

many d e v e l o p i n g  c ~ u n t r i e s ,  I n  t h e  case of S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  w i t h  t h e  

b u l k  of its p o p u l a t i o n  d e e p l y  rooted i n  Bedouin n o m a d i c  r o o t s ,  

t h e r e  still exist l a r g e  n u n k e r s  of f3edouin who p r e f e r  t o  p i t c h  

t h e i r  t e n t s  u~ outside t h e  cities, # h e n  t h e y  are f i n i s h e d  w i t h  

v h a t e v e x  they  came t o  t h e  city f o r  they  leave f o r  t h e  desert 

again, A l t h o u g h  s t r i v i n g  t c  b r i n g  abont  c h a n g e  t h e  S a u d i  e l i t e ,  

t h e  r o y a f  f a m i l y ,  arjd the m i n i s t e r s  i n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  c a n n o t  reject 

t h e  v a l u e  p r e m i s e s  of a n c i e n t  r e g i a e  o r  go a ~ a i n s t  jQhhabis& Aa 

e x a ~ p l e  of this a p p e a r s  i m  a  r e c e n t  a r t i c l e  i n  I??gtune, vhere it: 

t*The  g o v e r n c e n t  su p p o c t s  t h e  k ingdon t ' s  r e l i g i o a s  
a c t i v i t i e s  with r e g u l a r  a l l o c a t i o n s  Erora t h e  b u d g e t ,  and 
Bas a specla1 m i n i s t r y  f o r  s p i r i t u a l  a f f a i r s ,  
N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  ulaaia r e p r e s e n t s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  f o r c e  
i n  S a u d i  s o c i e t y  t h a t  r u l e s  w i t h ,  n o t  f o r ,  t h e  r o y a l  
f a m i l y ,  K n  f a c t ,  i n  e a t r e ~ e  c a s e s  c o n c e r n i n g  p e r s o n a l  
b e h a v i o r  t h e  u l a ~ a  c a n  c e n s u r e  t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y l  I n  
1944, i t  d e c l a r e d  King Saud u n f i t  t o  r u l e  becavse o f  h i s  
wan t o n  c o r r u p t i c n ,  a n d  h e  was replaced t p  F a i s a f - "  
[ T i n n i n  1980: 49-50] 

As much as &he government and t h e  r o y a l  f a i n i f y  want  t o  p u s h  for 
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rapid change ,  t h a t  c h a n g e  w i l l  o n l y  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  a d v i c e  

a n d  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  ----- Ulema, Conflict b e t w e e n  t r a d i t i o n  and 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  u i l f  , t h e r e f o r e ,  c o n t i n u e  i a  S a u d i  A f a k i a ,  The  

q u e s t i o n  r e a a i n s :  

**Can t h e  Saudis meet the c k d l l e n y e ~  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
now facing t h e m  a s  a n a t i o n  over  t h e  course of t h e  n e x t  
20 y e a r s  u p  t o  t h e  year  ZUUO? E v e n  more  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  c a n  
t h e  S a u d i  p e o p l e  f i n i s h  their  f o u r t e e n t h  century, which  
s t a r t s  i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  g e a r  1980, i n  b e t t e r  s h a p e  than 
when t h e y  e n t e r e d  i t ?  Whatever t h e  answer, e i t h e r  f o r  
good o r  f o r  b a d ,  S a u d i  Arakia may well be a m o d ~ l  for  
t h e  rest of t h e  Middle E a s t  a c d  even f o r  t h e  .rest of t h e  
w o r l d ,  (Crane  1978: 5-6) 

C) E d u c a t i o n  a s  a Key F a c t o r  i n  P c l i t i c a l  D e v e l o p m e n t  

Ibn S a u d  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  of h i s  p e o p l e  was 

i m p o r t a n t ,  E d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  s e n s e  of t h e  word t a k e s  time 

e s p e c i a l l y  s i w e  "*, , t h e r e  u a s  a l a o s t  u n i v e r s a l  i l l i t e r a c y  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Peninsulad*. [WaEka l96ri: 47) T h e  f i rs t  two s c h o o l s  
0 

w e r e  o p e n e d  i n  Zecca a n d  Jedda i n  1908, Rahha  r e p o r t s  t h a t  E b n  

S a u d  h a d  many p r o b l ~ m s  w i t h  t h e  Ulema over e d u c a t i o n ,  From a 

n o n - I s l a m i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  U k m a  feared,  a l l  kinds o f  evils 

w o u l d  d e s c e n d  o n  s o c i e t y *  Their o b j e c t i o n s  a re  listed b y  Wahba 

*'Drawing,  for instance, is the same as painti~tg,. which 
is unquestionably p r o h i b i t e d ,  L a n g u a g e s  a r e  a m e a n s  of 
l e a r n i n g  the r e l i g i o u s  cpinions o f  u n b e l i e v e s s  and t h e i r  
u n g o d l y  sciences, w i t h  a l l  the consequent evil effects 
on t h e  b e l i e f s  a n d  m o r a l s  of our (trlahba 
196Y:Y9-50) 

T h e s e  are two of t k e  many o b j e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  Ulema* I t  t o o k  time 

t o  get the TJlerng to see t h e  need  f o r  any e d u c a t i o n  o t h e r  k h a n  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o u s  s c h o o l i n g  g i v e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o a e  and  



the mosques, 

E d u c a t i o n  is n key factos b e c a u s e  it i s  a means  of  

arousing a w a r e n e s s  of a o d e r n  goals and hence of r a i s i n g  

a s p i r a t i o n s  w i t h i n  a  s o c i e t y s 1 .  [Finkle C Gakle  1966: 597)  %hen 

people o h t a i n  a o r e  k n o w l e d g e  t h e y  are  b e t t e r  a b l e  t o  adjust t o  

new t e c h n o l o g y  and methods of health care ,  and  t h e y  d e v e l o p  a 

world view i n s t e a d  of a  t r i b a l  view L i m i t e d  by area a n d  

education g a i n e d  through t h e  family. 

The dangers t h a t  l i e  ir e d u c a t i o n  a r e  that  t h o s e  ~ e ~ b e s s  o f  

t h e  d e v e i o ~ i n g  s o c i e t y  who are a b l e  to attain higher  degrees 

abroad will farm a new c l a s s -  T h i s  new c l a s s  c a n  turn from a 

s u p ~ o r t i v e  s u b  e l i t e  t o  a counter e l i t e  i f  t h e i r  g o a l s  and 

e x p e c t a t i o n s  are not met, However, this does not appear yet %o 

be happening,  The o n l y  r e a l  c h a l l e n g e  to t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  

government caae, i n  the e a s l y  196U*s, from traditionally 

1 

e d u c a t e d  princes and n o t  secularly e d u c a t e d  comoners .  

D )  Role i n  w o r l d  P o l i t i c s  

T h i s  t h e s i s  h a s  a l r e a d y  e a p h a s i z e d  the i ~ p o r t a a t  

ideolcsgica3 ~ c l e  cf f s l a ~  a n d  its i n s e p r a b l e  l i n k  with 

p o l i t i c s .  Rlthough there e x i s t  d i f f e r e n t  sects v i t h i ~  Islam, 

s u c h  as the S u n n i ,  t h e  S h i a ,  and  t h e  a  Eecca is the  

e a r t h l y  focus cf Frayer* A s  h e a d  of  t h e  government of t h e  s t a t e  

w i t h i n  whose t e r r i t o r i e s  l i e  t h e  c i t i e s  of Mecca and flediaa, t h e  

King o f  S a u d i  Arabia is v i e w e d  by t h e  B g g  o f  I s lan i  a s  "Guardian 

o f  t h e  R ~ l g  C i t i e s H ,  and by virtue of t h i s  p o s i t i o n  of t rus t  



h o l d s  e s p e c i a l  i n i l u e n c ~  thrcughcut the Islaniic world, 

Hn a d d i t i o n  t o  its r o l e  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p l i t i c s  among t h e  

Hsfamic n a t i o n s  a n d  the T h i r d  K o r l d ,  a s  an e x e m p l a r ,  a i d  g i v e n ,  

and  a v o i c e  of noderalion, Saudi  a f a b i a  h a s  a n o t h e r ,  v e r y  

d i f f e r e n t ,  role arnmg the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d ,  o i l - u s i n g ,  n a t i o n s ,  

According to Ada@ S m i t h  (19833 221) 

**The K i n g d o a ,  i r :  terms of c i i ,  is r o u g h l y  one-third of 
OPEC, T o g e t h e r  with its n e i g h b o u r s ,  a n d  i n - l a u s  up  a n d  
down t h e  c o a s t  of t h e  G u l f ,  i t  i s  o n e - h a l f  of OPEC, 
O n l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  of OPEC, t h i s  h a l f  aces n o t  n e e d  
a l l  t h e  money it c a n  e a r n  from o i l ,  V e n e z u e l a ,  A l g e r i a ,  
and I n d o n e s i a  n e e d  a11 t h e  raoney t h e y  can get, T h e  
Kingdom does not. So its d e c i s i o n s  a r e  not e c ~ n a m i c ,  
they are p o l i t i c a l , "  

S a u d i  A r a b i a  e a r n s  so l a r g e  a s u r ~ f u s  from o i l  sales, a s u r p l u s  

beyond t h e  b i l l i c n s  o f  d o l l a r s  i t  is s p e n d i n g  on i t s  o w  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  a s  a i d  t o  d e v e l c p i n g  I ~ l a m i c  and other T h i r d  

w o r l d  n a t i o n s ,  S u c h  a s p e n d i n g  p o t e n t i a l  c a n  t h r e a t e n  the 

sta tility of the i n d u s t r i a L i z e d  world*s bank ing  and  f i u a n c i a l  I) 

systeas, T h r o u g h  s u c h  a p o t e n t i a l ,  m o r e o v e r ,  i t  h a s  t h e  Eaves t o  

i n f l u e n c e  c b a n g e s  i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s '  f c r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  I n  1973 

the o r g a n i z a t i . c n  cf Arat Petroleum Exporticg C c u n t r i e s  (OPEC) 

e a b a r g o e d  o i l  s h i p m e n t s  to  n a t i o n s  s u p ~ o s t i n g  Israel,  because cf 

t h e  occupation of the West Eank area of J o r d a n ,  Both the 

l i m i t a t i o n s  on c i i  p r o d u c t i o n  and the f i n a n c i a l  r o v e s  will b e  

u s e d  a g a l n ,  S a u d i  A r a b i a  is a c o n s e r v a t i v e  s c c i e t y  a n d  n e e d s  

s t a k i l i t y ,  b o t h  i n t r r n a P l y  a n d  o n  its borders, Zt i s  a l s o  

c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  moderate i n  its v i e w s  o n  R i d d l e  E a s t e r n  

p r o p l e n s ,  Its sizeable S h i ' a  m i n o r i t y ,  c o n c e n t r a t ~ d  a s  it is  i r  

t h e  E a s t e r n  P r o v i n c e  near t h e  ciifields, has teen a f f e c t e d  by 



t h e  rise t o  power of t h e  A y a t o l l a h  X u h u L l a h  R b c ~ e i n i .  The war 

b e t w e e n  I r a n  a n d  I r a q  p e r p e t u a t e s  a c l i a n t e  of t u r m o i l  w h i c h  

i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  k i n g d o z q s  i n t e r n a l  s t a b i l i t y  a t  t h e  source o f  i ts  

w e a l t h ,  Wi th  i t s  h i g h  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  P a l e s t i n i a n  w o r k e r s ,  t h e  

l a ck  o f  a P a l e s t i n i a n  homeland a n d  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  wars and 

t e r r o r i s t  a c t i v i t y  i s  a n o t h e r  d i s t u r b i n g  i n f l u e n c e .  A t  t h e  T h i z d  

Islamic C o n f e r e n c e ,  h o s t e d  ky S a u d i  A r a k i a  a n d  h e l d  a t  Hecca a n d  

T a i f  i n  J a n u a r y  1987, a nuiaber o f  r e s o l u t i o n s  were p a s s s d ,  H i t h  

r e g n s d  t a  t b e  I r a n - I r a q  c o n f l i c t ,  

The  c o n f e r e n c e  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  a n  Islamic f o r c e  w i l l  
i a g l e n e n t  the c e a s e f  i re  i f  c e c e s s a r y ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  with 
t h e  r e c o m i a e n d a t i u n s  o f  t h e  C o n c i l i a t i o n  Commi t t ee , "  
( S a u d i  Gazette, Jar, 31, 1981:  1) 

" * -  . I n  o n e  ot its most h p o r t a n t  p o l i t i c a l  r e s o l u t i o n s ,  
the Summi t  d e c i d e d  on a t a s i c  a c t i o n  Frogramse t o  
c o n f r o n t  the Z i c n i s t  eneay, It r e s o l v e d  t o  l i b e r a t e  A r a b  
J e r u s a l e m  arid make i t  t h e  c a p i t a l  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  
s t a t e  a n d  c a l l e d  on *he nations of t h e  world t o  r e s p e c t  
t h e  U,M, r e s o l u t i o n s  reh ich  ba r s  d e a l i n g s  a i t h  T s r a e l i  
o c c u p a t i o n  aa  t b c r i t i e s ,  

T h e  S u a m i t  a l s o  d e c i d e d  t o  u s e  a l l  the e c o n o m i c  
p o t e n  t i a i i t i e s  a n d  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  of f s P a m i c  o a t i o n s  
f o r  weakening t h e  I s r a e l i  econony.,  It a l s o  d e c i d e d  t o  
work f o r  c h a n g i n g  the  i n t e r c a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k i n g  
i n  f a v o u r  of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s  a n d  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  
?.L*O, 

, , , I T  P R O B I E I T E D  A R A B  A N D  1 S L A B I . C  HATIONS FBOfl 
M A K I N G  s e p a r a t e  o r  i n d i v i d u a l  d ea l s  o v e r  t h e  i s s u e  of 
P a l e s t i n e  a n d  other o c c u ~ i e d  tersitcries," ( S a u d i  
Gazette, J a n u a r y  3 1,1981: 1) 

S a u d i  Arabia's r u Z e r s  r e c o g n i x e  t h e  d o m e s t i c  p r e s s u r e  f o r  

d e a t o c r a t i c  forms, a n d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e v o l u t i c n  o n  a b a s i s  

s imi la r  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  o v e r P h r e v  t h e  King o f  I r a q  i n  1958 o r  t b a t  

wh ich  o v e r t h r e w  t h e  Shah  o f  I r a n  i n  1978-1979, So l o n g  a s  t h e r e  

is . c o n f l i c t  among its n e i g h k o u r s ,  r e v o l u t i c n a r y  r h e t o r i c  b e i n s  

b r o a d c a s t  f roa  a c r o s s  t h e  Gulf, P a l e s t i n i d n  refugees f i g h r i n g  
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f o r  the r e t u r n  t o  their h u m s  and i m p l i c i t l y  blaming the 

n e i g h b o u r i n y  Arab s t a tes  i o r  not c a r r y i n g  a Jihad2 against the 

i m p e r i a l i s t  Z i c n i s t z ,  t h e m  k i l l  be a mood of e x p e c t a t i o a  of 

radrcal polikical chdnge a w n g  the p e o p l e s  of t h e  f i l i d d l e  East, 

Such a mood carries a potential threat a g a i n s t  Saudi A r a b i a ' s  

r u l i n g  elite, 5 c  i t  i s  p o l i t i c a l l y  i m p e r a t i v e  for the Kingdom to 

use its i n f l u e n c e  i n  i n t e r n a t i c n a l  ~ c l i t i c s  t o  try  t o  calm o r  

r e s o l v e  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  which ,  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y ,  t h r e a t e n  

its own p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y ,  

From t h e  t iae  when the king do^ f i r s t  found i tself  a b l e  t o  

p a r t i c i ~ a t e  i n  international g c l i t i c s ,  i t  h a s  d o n e  so, aligning 

i t s e l f  on t h e  s i d e  cf pace ,  s t a b i l i t y ,  a n d  j u s t i c e -  It was a 

f o u n d i n g  mennber of t h e  U n i t e d  Mations O r g a n i z a t i o n -  f t o p p s e d  

t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of I s rae l ,  feeling t h a t  j u s t i c e  lay i n  

regarat ions  a o d  g u a r a n t e e 3  o f  s e c u r i t y  far Jews i n  their 

European hontelands ra ther  t h a r r  in d i s p l a c i n g  t h e  ~ e o p l e s  of 

P a l e s t i n e ,  B u t  i t  h a s  r e c e n t l y ,  a n d  i n  a n  i n d i r e c t  manner, 

a c c e p t e d  the r i g h t  of  I s r ae l  t o  e x i s t ,  within t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  s e t  

b y  the a,??, r e s o l u t i o n ,  and  now works f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h p e n t  of a 

P a l e s t i n i a n  state a n d  t h e  f r e e d o a  o f  J e r u s a l e m  from I s r ae l i  

ccn trof. W h i l e  t h e  Arab Z e a y u e  was a n  e f f ec t i ve  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  i t  was a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  Arab causes, S i n c e  t h e  

d e c l i n e  of t h e  League a n d  cf pan-Asabism, S a u d i  Arabia h a s  

2 J i h a d :  U s u a l l y  u sed  t o  mean s*Holy  WarN, b u t  l i t e r a l l y  m e a n i n g  
"st rivingtq 



p r o a o t e d  t h e  f o u r m d a t i c n  of the Islamic C o n f e r e n c e  O r g a n i z a t i o n , J  

L C .  whic2 i  is increasingly s h o w i n g  i ts p o t e n t i a l  a s  the 

voice of the Islamic w o r l d -  

I s l a n i c  s o l i d a r i t y  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  S a u d i  A r a k i a  both 

i d e o l o g i c a l l y  and ~ r a g ~ a t i c a l l p -  A tenet o f  the R u s l i m  f a i t h  i s  

the i d e a  t h a t  a l l  M u s f i m s  a r e  pa r t  of one communi ty  a n d ,  s i n c e  

I s l a a  i s  a  p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y  a s  well a s  a  r e l i g i o n ,  t h a t  

ccmisuni ty  is, o r  s h c u f d  f u n c t i c n  f o r  i t s  members, a s  a  u n i t e d  

p o l i t i c a l .  force, S i n c e  Musl ins  c o ~ ~ r i s e ,  by 1.C-0, claim, a b o u t  

one-fif t A  of t h e  u c r l . d t s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  the a c h i e v e m e n t  of s u c h  * 

unity, e v e n  on a few k ~ y  m a t t e r s ,  would  create a major 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  power b l o c  oftsetting the communist a n d  w e s t e r n  

b l o c s ,  P r a g m a t i c a l l y ,  Islalnic s o l i d a r i t y  magnf f ies  S a u d i  

Arabia's i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  b e c a u s e  o f  its f i n a n c i a l  ~ u s c l e  

together w i t h  i t s  l e a d i n g  a n d  i n f l u e n t i a l  rc fe  w i t h i n  a 

c o a ~ u n i t y  of Islamic states,  

S a u d i  Arabia also has t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  serve a s  a 

c a m m u n i c l t i o n  b r i d g e  b e t w e e n  t h e  r h i r d  and X s i a m i c  worlds  a n d  

t h e  Best, I n  refering t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  r e l a t i o n s h r i ~  b e t w e e n  t h e  

c o u n t r y  and  t h e  uest,  Adam S m i t h  s a y s :  

"Some l u c k y  f a c t o r s ,  f o r  t h e  West, were o r e r a t i n g  i n  
S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  B e c a u s e  t h e  Yahabis whc rule t h e  Kingdom 
a r e  so f a n a t i c a l l y  o ~ p o s e d  to coatlmunislr;, t h e y  s o u g h t  o u t  
the. vest, B e c a u s e  ARAHCO was relatively e n l i g h t e n e d ,  it 
did n o t  generate ill w i l l  as times changed ,  B e c a u s e  t h e  
United S t a t e s  was aever a p h y s i c a l ,  Fresence i n  S a u d i  
s o c i e t y - - a s ,  s ay ,  t h e  F r e n c h  were i n  A l g e s i a - - a  " s p e c i a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p "  c o u l d  Slower ,  

3 h t h e  a p p e n d i x  t c  this t h e n i s  there is a  table of the members 
of t h e  f , C , O ,  a s  a t  January, '1981, 



~ u t  we can't take these f a c t c r s  f o r  granted, 
L i b y a ' s  Qaddaf i is a n  a s c e t i c  Muslim, a n d  a f t e r  h e  
d e p o s e d  a r e l i g i o u s  king, he c a l l e d  the Russians, The 
S o v i e t  p r e s e n c e  i a  M u s l i m  I raq  h a s  b e e n  p r o n o u n c e d ,  T h e  
A y a t o l l a h  K h o m e i n i t s  f u n d a m e n t a l i s m  i n  I r a n  h a s  c a u s e d  
u s  g r e a t  d i s c o m f o r t -  # h a t  w i l i  t h e  S a u d i s  do?" (Smith 
19f?1:225) 

It seems apparent that S a u d i  A r a b i a  will remain f r i e n d l y  to t h e  

M e s t ,  a n d  a s  a c c o m ~ o d a t i n g  a s  it c a n  b e  i n  i ts  oil p o l i c y ,  ~ u c h  

of i ts  ~ e a f t h  i s  i n  R m e r i c a n  d o l l a r s  i n  t h e  b a n k s  af t h e  West, 

B u t  t h a t  w e a l t h  is power,  which  i t  w i l l  u s e  t o  preserve o r  

increase its power,  b y  e n p l c y i n g  i t  f o r  p o L i t i c a . k  pressure on 

the gest a n d  b y  b u y i n g  s u p p o r t  and friendship by a i d  p r o g r a m s  

among t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  n a t i o n s  of t h e  world ,  

The royal family, t h e  House  o f  S a u 4 ,  has c l e a r l y  a a d e  

efforts t o  b r i n g  a t c u t  s o c i a l  and e c o n o m i c  c b a n g e  i n  S a u d i  

Aratia. T h e  path t c  nationhood was n o t  a n  e a s y  a n e ,  n o r  is t h e  

p a t h  l o  m o d e r n i z a t i o n ,  Ikn Saud ,  a 3  t h o u g h  a t r a d i t i o n a l  leader,  

l a i d  the founda- t io rns  f o r  a s t a b l e  and p o t e n t i a l l y  raodern s t a t e  

and w i t h  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  l e a d e r s h i p  of h i s  sons Paisa1  and  K h a l i d  

holding f a s t  t o  p u r i t a n i c a l  Islaw, S a u d ,  the s e c o n d  King, was 

not able t o  cope w i t h  the r a g i d  c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  Elace n o r  w i t h  

his own power, T h e  U1e~a appear to p r o v i d e  a b a l a n c e  a n d  check 

on t h e  king a n d  t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y ,  

A t  t h e  heart af S a u d i  A r a k i a ' s  p r o b l e m  is t h ~  u c f i n i s h e d  
t a s k  of crea t ing  a  modera s t a t e  o u t  a c P u s t e r  of B e d o u i n  
tribes t h a t  were u n i f i e d  by Bbdul -Az iz  ( 3 3 ~  Saud) u n d e r  
the p r e s e n t  k i n g d c ~  i n  1932, T h e  ~ o y a l  l e a d e r s h i p  is 
worried b~ t h e  g r c u i n g  p c l a r i z a t i o n  of Saudi society; 
t h o u s a n d s  of yong S a u d i s  r e t u r n  fron the West e v e r y  pear 
w i t h  u n i v e r s i t y  d e g r e e s ,  only t o  chafe u n d e r  a 
p u r i t a n i c a l ,  semi- f e u d a l  s y s t e m  d e s i g n e d  t o  a g p e a s e  t h e  

, d i s p a r a t e  desert t r i b e s ,  *When t h e  g r a d u a t e s  come b a c k ,  
t h e y  are  g i v e n  n i c e  j o b s  with plenty of money,' retaarks 
o n e  e d u c a t e d  Saudi, 'But how l o n g  t h e y  will r e m a i n  happy 



d r i - v i n g  f a n c y  c a r s  a n d  d r i n k i n g  w h i s k e y  a t  home, God 
o n l y  (Crozdiak 1980: 25-26] 

A l t h o u g h  'the r o y a l  family and  t h e  %em$ a p p e a r  t o  ~ r o v i d e  a 

kaf a n c e ,  t h e  whole F r o c e s s  cf w e s t e r n  e d u c a t i o n ,  western 

sciences a n d  technology, t r a v e l  and so o n  a re  p r o d u c i c g  a 

g e n e r a t i o n  of S a u d i s  oho have b ~ a n  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  liberal a n d  

d e m o c r a t i c  l i f e s t y l e  o f  t h e  i s e s t  and may, i n  due  course, s e e k  to  

b r i n g  about s u c h  c h a n g e s  at home, T h e  r u l i n g  e l i t e  a t e  p e r h a p s  

more a c c e s s i b l e  tharr a r e  t h o  p o l i t i c i a n s  of t h e  Rest, Plfmbers  of , 
the society may meet u i t h  the King or the P r i n c e s  or neitbers of' 

t h e  v a r i o u s  m i n i s t r i e s ,  In s p i t e  of a l l  t h e  s t e p s  t h e .  e l i t e  t a k e  

to m a i n t a i n  s t a b i l i t y  t h e r e  exist t h r e a t s  t o  its power  

internally a n d  e x t e r n a l l y ,  T h e  F r e s s v r e s  of t r y i n g  t o  catch up 
A- / 

w i t h  t h e  umdern  wosld a re  g r e a t ,  

Lt is n e c e s s a r y  t o  educate p e o p l e  t o  new ways  b u t  more t h a n  

t h a t  p r c f e s s i o n a l l y  t r a i n e d  S a u d i ' s  are n e e d ~ d  i n  t h e  s h o r t e s t  

p o s s i b l e  tirne, Education a t  a secular u n i v e r s i t y ,  exFosure t o  

western l i v i n g  s tandards ,  creates c o n f Z i c t  i n  t h e  S a u d i  youth, 

I n  the West e v e r y t h i n g  and  a n y t h i n g  is a v a i l a b l e ,  i n  S a u d i  

A r a b i a  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  s t a n d a r d s  o p p s e  a l c o h o l ,  s s c k i n g ,  a n d  many 

o t h ~ r  westera s t y l e  s o c i a b i l i t i e s ,  Since the p r o c e s s e s  of 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  involvements have  a l ready  b e g u n ,  

these w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  a l t e r  t h e  d r i f t  of soc i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

d i r e c t i o n  and  policy within t h e  c o u n t r y .  

Wi th  its g e n i u s  f c r  m o d e r a t i o n ,  a d a p t a t i o n ,  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  

willingness t o  try c u t  new xdeas, S a u d i  Arakia might set a n  

e x a L p l e  f o r  h e r  n e i g h h o u r s  f o r  c h a n g e  within t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  
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e s s e n t i a l  v a l u e s  in Islam, Tt rziiiains to h e  seen as  to how much 

of f e f i n e w n t  it v i f l  ke ahPe  to bring in Islamic values 

themselves so as tc k e e &  u p  w i t h  the Fressures of modernization, 

In such a refinement t h e  role of t h e  new breed e l i t e  will be 
, 

most crucial, 



CHAPTEB SIX 

THE IUPACT OF BODEPNIZATIOPS € 8  THf T R A D I T P O B A L  ELITE f B  SAIJIlI 

A R A B I A ,  WITH A BRIEF COHPABATIBE A N B L Y S I S  OF LEBANOI  ABD EGYPT 

The f o c u s  cf this t h e s i s  h a s  been a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  

process  of p o l i t i c a l  development i n  S a u d i  Arakia kp feference t o  

t h e  c h a n g i n g  r o l e  02 h e r  elite,  The human a g e n t s  of s o c i a l ,  

economic, a n d  p o l i t i c a l  change fosm t h e  p c f i t i c a l  e l i tes ,  a n d  

they a r e  the a g e n c y  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  e x t e r n a l  a n d  inanimate f a c t o r s  

are t r a n s l a t e d  into new i d e a l s ,  g o a l s  a n d  policies, The  n a t u r e  

of elite a n d  its c h a n g i n g  r o l e  also s e r v e s  as an indicator of 

the effect of those c h a n g e s  i n  the s o c i e t y .  P o l i t i c a l  

D e v e l c ~ m e n t  h a s ,  i n  t h i s  thesis, k e e n  v i e w e d  a s  t h e  c h a n g i n g  or 

r e s h a p i  cg of g o v e r n m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  s y s t e m s ,  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

of  a s o c i e t y  i n  o r d e ~  t o  better s w o e  t h e  perceived needs a n d  

g o a l s  of t h a t  s o c i e t y ,  Study of t h e  r o l e  of e l i t e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  is 

a n  e f f e c t i v e  way oP u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  development of 

t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

fn previous chapters e m p h a s i s  was placed on t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

elite, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  kings, w i t h  a v i e w  to u n d e r s t a - n d i n g  the 

kind of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  changes b r o u g h t  about by them, That study 

h a s  p r o v i d e d  a f o u n d a t i o n  which p e r ~ i t s  a  closer a n a l y s i s  of the 

evolution of t h e  e l i t e  structure within the Kingdom, Over t h e  

y e a r s  power has r e n a i n e d  c e n t r a l i z e d  within t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y ,  

b u t ,  t h e  demands  of governnient have b e c o ~ r ? :  complex beyond t h e  



c a p a c i t y  of one smll and t r a d i t i c r r a i l  y - o r i e n t e d  f a m i l y  g r o u p ,  i 

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  made  it n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  r u l e r s  t o  d e l e g a t e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  o r i g i n a l l y  to n o n - S a u d i  Arabs and, l a t e r  on,  

t o  S a u d i s  who h z d  g a i n e d  a o d e r n  education a n d  t h r o u g h  it an 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  cf m o d e r n  t e c h n o l o g y -  S u c h  e d u c a t e d  S a u d i s  were 

r e c r u i t e d  a s  c i v i l  s e r v a n t s ,  T h e s e  c i v i l  servants form a ---- -- - - 
eviously n o t e d  

-_ _ _  
i n d i c a t e  tha  f o r  d e v i a t i n g  

from established ~olicies a n d  b e c o m i n g  a s o u r c e  of a 

c o u n t e r - e l i t e ,  T h e r e  a r e  two s t r i k i n g  examples of young S a u d i s ,  

o n e  fsoea t h e  r o y a l  b o u s ~ h o l d  and ' t h e  other from o u t s i d e ,  who 

because of their modern e d u c a t i o n  a n d  assimifation of e x t e r n a l  

influences, c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  s t a t u s  quo- Those c h a l l e n g e s  were 

sees a s  t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  stability cf t h e  government, T h e  foras o f  

t h e i r  d i s s e n t  a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  of t h e  r u l e r s  are discussed 

l a t e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  

Beview of c o n t e m ~ o r a r y  s o u r c e s ,  such as the r e c e n t  books by  

c o n t r o l  b y  the r o y a l  f a ~ i l y ,  despite the expansion of the c i v i l  

service, is c o n t i n u i n g ,  H.ho*s m, for i n s t a n c e  has  many e n t r i e s  

-----_- -----u----- 
1 T h e  A l - S a u d  a r e  e s t i w a t e d  t o  p r e s e n t l y  c o m p r i s e  soae 4,OOC 
adult males, In t h e  1 9 3 0 s  t h e y  were o v e r  1,000 a d u l t  .male 
memhefs,  Such a number,  by any d e f  i o i t i o n ,  is  a s i z a b l e  group* 
However ,  many e l i a i n a t e  themsef ves f rum g o v e r n m e n t  b y  optiag f o r  
business, t r a d e ,  scho 3 a r s h i ~  o r  o t h e r  activities, Some e l i m i n a t e  
t h e w e l v e s  for t h e  l a c k  of ~ o l i t i c a l  a p t i t u d e ,  Thus, those o f  
t h e .  royal h o u s e  raho a r e  a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l l y  may b e  considered t o  
be d small g r o u p ,  



of S a u d i  n d t i v e s  w i t h  secular a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  T h e y  

r e c e i v e d  their e d u c a t i o n  b o t h  a k r o a d  a n d  i n  the K i n g d o a 8 s  own 

new u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  riaray g r a d u a t e s  of h e r  u f i i v e r s i t i e s  now h o l d  

p o s i t i o ~ s  o f  r e s p c n s i k i l i t y  i n  t h e  c i v i l  service, The k e y  

m i n i s t r i e s  a n d  g o v e r n o r s h i p s ,  h o w e v e r ,  r e a a i n  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  

t h e  Al-Saud a n d  r e l a t e d  t r i k e s ,  

T h e  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m n t  o f  S a u d i  A r a b i a  h a s  b e e n  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  this t h e s i s  a s  b e i n g  d i s t i n c t i v e  a n d  u n i q u e -  fn t h e  

s e c o n d  s e c t i o n  o f  this c h a ~ t e r  a c o m p a r i s o n  i s  made v i t h  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  ~ L i t f  d e v e l c ~ m e n t  of L e b a n o n  a n d  E g y p t ,  These two 

n e i g h b o u r i n g  Arab c o u n t r i e s  h a v e  religious and c u l t u r a i  

s imilari t ies  w i t h  S a u d i  A r a k i a ,  a n d  t h o s e  s i m i l a f i t i e s  v o u l d  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n s  of elite d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  the t h r e e  

c o u n t r i e s  would  f o l l o w  similar p a t h s .  However ,  s o  Ear t h e y  have  

n o t ,  a n d  the r e a s c n s  f o r  t h o s ~  d i f f e r e n c e s  w i l l  he e x a m i n e d  i n  

t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  n h i c f i  will a l s o  h e l ~  to d r a w  o u t  the f i n e s :  p o i n t s  

of t h e  d e v e l o p a e n t  of t h e  S a u d i  e l i t e ,  

P h a s e s  tfte Grot&h gf Saudi E l i t e  --- 
S a u d i  Arat ia  is one of t h e  few e x a w p l e s  of a c o u n t r y  w h i c h  

h a s  n o t  b e e n  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  c o n q u e s t ,  (As  w i l l  b e  n o t e d  

l a t e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  t h e  i n f l u e a c e s  o f  c o n q u e s t  h a v e  an e f f e c t  

o n  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  e l i t e  d e v e l o ~ m e n t , )  T o  a l a r g e  d e g r e e  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  ef i t e s  of S a u d i  A r a b i a  h a v e  aaintained a 3 k l o s e d  doorB 

p o l i c y  t o  o u t s i d e r s  t o  p r o t e c t  a n d  p r e s e r v e  their s o c i e t f  a n d  

r e l i g i o n  from u n w a n t e d  o u t s i d e  i n f  l u e a c e s ,  Since t h e  1950s the 
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s"elostld dor~r'"o1icy h a s  g f a d u a f l y  been g i v i n g  way t o  t h e  

g r e s s u r e s  of a o d e r n  education a n d  economic  d e v e l o ~ n e n t -  T h e  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  of h f r  e a r l i e r  i s o l a t i o n  was t h a t  S a u d i  A r a b i a  

bu i  f t  h e r  goveramenZla3. i n s t i t u t i o n s  on t r a d i t i o n a l  l i n e s ,  w i t h  

d e p a r t u r e s  f rom b e i n g  f o r c e d  on her by e c o n o ~ i c  a c d  p o l i t i c a l ,  

r a t h e r  t h a n  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  {As pre.trious3.y no t ed ,  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t r i b a l  r u l i n g  s t r u c t u r e  e m b o d i e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  

of the native i d e o l o g y ,  gpl&g&& Is lam.)  T h u s  t h e  role of t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  i n  S a u d i  E r a b i a  Bay be  seen t o  have  changed  i n  

response t.o s u c h  economic  o r  w o r l d - p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s ,  . r e s u l t i n g  

i n  i d e n t i f i a b l e  p h a s e s  i n  t h e  ~ r o g r e s s i o n  and deve lopment  of h e r  

elites. 

This s e c t i o n  i s  d i v i d e d  into t h r e e  p h a s e s  which have  

a f f e c t e d  t h e  r c le  o;t t h e  t r a C l i t i o n a 1  e l i t e ,  Phase 1 may b e  

v iewed a s  t h e  " p e r i c d  of c o n s ~ l i d a t i o n , ~ *  b e g i n n i n g  i n  1902 u n t i l  

t h e  mid-1930s -  ? h i s  p h a s e  l a i d  t h e  f o u c d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

a n d  kind of p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  d e ~ e l o p e n t  t h a t  S a u d i  A r a b i a  h a s  

since fo l l owed ,  T h e  l e a d e r s h i p  p r o v i d e d  by  I b a  Saud was 

t r a d i t i o n a l ;  h i s  ap&roach was t o  d e v e l o p  s t f o n g  p e r s o n a l  t ies  

w i t h  t h o s e  a r o u n d  him, B i l l  E L e i d e n  (3974: 1 2 4 )  i n  t h e i r  s t u d y ,  

point t o  leadership a s  ",,, one o f  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  d e t e r a i n i n g  t b e  way i n  which s o c i e t i e s  r e s ~ o n d  

t o  the c h a l l e n g e  of change," TBe p e r s o n a l  and inforlaal ltlethod 

used by I b n  Saud  s t i l r  e x i s t s  w i t h i n  the Saudi g o v e r n m e n t a l  

s y s t e m  t o d a y ,  It is r e c o g n i z e d ,  however,  t h a t  i t  i s  becoming 

h a r d e r  f o r  the current ~ o l i t i c a l  elite t o  ~ a i n t a i n  this 



p r a c t i c e ,  b e c a u s e  a F  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c o a p l e x . i t y  of even t h e  S a u d i  

g o v e r n ~ e n t * ~  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  

What were t h e  ~ a j o r  e v e n t s  or f e a t u r e s  of Ikn S a u d 1 s  rule 
0 

w h i c h  were t o  a f f e c t  t h e  nature of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e l i t e ?  T o  

b e g i n  w i t h ,  the a l l i a n c e s  e s t a f ; f i s h e d ,  ky c o n q u e s t  o r  n t a r r i a g e ,  

f r o m  1902 until 1 9 3 4  a f f e c t e d  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  p e o p l e s  s o  

c o - o p t e d ,  An i ~ p o r t a n t  c h a n g e  that t ook  ~ l a c f  d u r i n g  this p e r i o d  

was t h e  need t o  g a i n  t h e  l o y a l t i e s  of t h e  t r i b a l  leaders, They 

v e r e  now e n c o u r a g e d  t o  l o o k  S e y c n d  t h e  t r i b a l  community t o  I t n  

S a u d  a s  L e a d e r  a n d  Imatn, a n d  he u n ~ i s t a k a b l y  dewanded t h a t  

l c y a f t y  from them. T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  a io s t  i m p o r t a n t  g r o u p s  to the 
,f 

k i n g ,  i n  t h o s e  early s t a g e s ,  were the Sheikhs o f  leading ( n o b l e )  

a n d  powerful ( ~ i l i t a s i l y )  tribes, T h e r e  were e i g h t  tribes v h o s e  

c o - o p e r a t i o n  a n d  l o y a l t y  were 02  v i t a l  i ~ p o r t a n c e  to  Ibn Saud, 

T h e s e  Mere: t h e  Al-Shaykh, Sudaysi, f h n  J i l u u i ,  Butairi, Bnaiz i ,  

Daaasir i ,  Al-Fahd, a n d  B a s b i d i ,  (Tachau,  1975; B i l l .  a n d  Leiden, , 

1 9 7 4 ) -  J 
I n c l u d e d  in t h e  i n f l u e n t i a l  g r a u p s ,  rhose  I u y a l t i e s  h e  h a d  

won d u r i n g  t h i s  p h a s e ,  vere t h e  i a r d c w n e  

t o w n s  a n d  t h e  h i g h  glfga, T 

I w y o r t a a t ,  T h e y  h a d  the 

l e g i s l a t i o n s  a n d  p o l i c i e s  i n c l u d i n g  modern e d u c a t i o a  a n d  

technology* T h e s e  f e l i g i o u s  l e a d e r s  objected t o  many of Ibn 

S a u d ' s  new p l a n s  o n  t h e  h a s i s  t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  i n  l i n e  w i t h  

the t e a c h i n g s  of t h e  Q u s r a a ,  S h e i k h  H a f i z  Uahka, i n  & a a p  

Days, (3964:53) makes i t  clear t h a t ,  in S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  r f a - .  t h e  



!fleroa r a n k  a s  e q u a l s  w i t h  t h e  E a i r s ,  a n d  h a v e  g r e a t  i n f l u e n c e  ----- 
among t h e  p o p u l a t i c a -  *' ife a l s o  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  r e l i g i o u s  

I 

elite does n o t  react t o  i s s u e s  on  a n y  c o h e s i v e  basis, There are 

r e g i o n a l  d ispar i t ies  among theol, i n  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n s  t c  i n c i d e n t s  

a n d  i s s u e s ,  a n d  i n  t h e i r  manner of dealing w i t h  them, 2 h e  D l e m q  , 

d i d  nok make L i f e  e a s y  for Ibn S a u d ,  b u t  h e  d i d  manage 

e v e n t u a l l y  t o  g a i n  the ir  c o - o p e r a t i o n ,  

T h e  n e x t  g r o u p  o f  n o t e  is t h e  Ikhwan, The formation of the 

f k h w a n  c r e a t e d  a cew m i l i t a r y  e l i t e ,  w h i l e  s i w u l t a n e o u s l y  ----- 
r e d u c i n g  tribal s t r i f e  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  ags: i c u  I t u r a l -  o u t p u t , 1 8  

( E d e n s  3974: 553 They formed t b e  first i n d i g e n o u s  m i l i t a r y  E o r c e  

whose l o y a l t y  was s a l f f y  t o  t h e  ruler, T h e  fkhwaa d i d ,  however ,  

create p r o b l e a s  f o r  fhn Saud,  They l a t e r  o b j e c t e d  t o  s c m  o f  h i s  

p o l i c i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  period 1926 t o  1929, Three 

major fkhxan l e a d e r s  who were d i s c o n t e n t  with Xbn S a u d 1 s  

a c t i v i t i e s  were F e i s a i  al-Duvish of the Hutair t r i b e ,  Dh idan  b i n  

H i t h l a i n  of t h e  Ajnan  t r i b e  frcm t h e  p r o v i n c e  of Al-Hasa, a n d  

S u l t a n  b i n  B i - j a d  b i n  Hurnaid, c h i e f  of the U t a i n b a h -  Aolden a n d  

J o h n s  (1981:91) r e v e a l  t h a t  

"By t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  1927 this z e a l o u s  t r i o  was i n  a 
f e v e r  of d i s c o n t e n t  a t  7bn Saud's c o n t i n u a l  r e t r e a t . f r o a  
t h e  t rue p a t h  of ~ ie t j !  i n  %he Hejaz and their own 
i n a c t i o n ,  I n  January, Zbn S a u d  was o h l i g e d  t o  c o n v o k e  a 
c o n f e r e n c e  of  scme 3,000 f k h w a n  i n  which t h e  UIema ruXed 
on t h e i r  g r i e v a n c e s , "  

B h i f e  t h e  rJlean f e l t  t h a t  some of t h e  f k R v a n  g r i e v e n c e s  were 

well f o u n d e d  t h e y  r u l e d  t h a t  the issue of t h e  g i 4 a d  (Holy k'ar) 

relnqined a t  the c i i s c r e t i o n  of  the Imam, I b n  Saud, ffolden a n d  

J o h a s  r e p o r t  t h a t  t o d a y  t h e  name of a l -Duwish  seems t o  h a v e  



d i s a p p e a r e d  a n d  these three a re  b u t  memories o f  t h e  p a s t ,  

However, tfte ----- Ifrhuan a s  a w h o l e  ba s  not b e e n  f o r g o t t e n ,  

However  much I b n  S a u d  r e l i e d  on the c o - o ~ e r a t i o a  of t h e  
I 

t r i b a l  sheiks, t h e  l l e g ,  a n d  t h e  Fkhlwan, p o l i t i c a l  power  a l w a y s  

1 r e m a i n e d  c e n t r a l i z e d ,  E h e r e  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  I b n  Saud s o u g h t  t h e  / 

a i d  of f o r e i g n  a d v i s e r s  but ,  as  time g s o g r e s s e d  a n d  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  ma t t e r s  became g o r e  complex, it hecame a p p a r e n t  

t h a t  a more formal a n d  i m p e r s o n a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a p ~ r o a c h  h a d  t o  

he a d o p t e d ,  

By 1931 i t  hecamr n e c e s s a r y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a C o u n c i l  of 

C e p u t i e s  t o  deal w i t h  t h e  i e c r e a s i n y  c o ~ ~ P e x i t i e s  o f  running t h e  

s t a t e ,  Before long  it was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  even t h i s  C o u n c i l  of 

D e p u t i e s  was u n a b l e  t o  cope w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a ~ i n g  d e m a n d s  made 031 

it, T h e s e  d e m a n d s  a rose  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  k h e  developmeat o f  new 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  s u c h  a s  schcols ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  p o s t  o f f  ices, 

t e l e c o ~ ~ u n i c a t i c n s  s y ~ t e m s  and so on, T h i s  C o u n c i l  of Deputies 

was t h e  p r o t o t y ~ e  fos the l a t e r  C o u n c i l  o f  M i n i s t e r s  e s t a b l i s h e d  

i n  1957, 

The Afamco o i l  c o n c e s s i o n  of 1933 h a d  a g r e a t  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  

r o l e  o f  t h e  t r a d i t i c n a l  ~ i i t e ,  I b n  S a u d  now f o u n d  it n e c e s s a r y ,  

i n  t h a i  same year,  t o  e s t a k l i s h  a Ministry of F i n a n c e ,  This was 

set up p r i m a r i l y  t o  cope with o i l  c o n c e s s i o n s  aad o i l  r e v e n u e s -  

In f a c t  i t  is wor th  c o k i n g  t h a t :  

"The s y s t e m  u f  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  e v o l v e d  i n  an qd &= 
manner, ft gas a m a t t e r  o f  p e o p l e  aad t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
t o  him,  T h e  ' R o y a l  Cabinet* was an i n f o r m a l  body which 

, i n c l u d e d  A b d u l f a h  S u l e i m a n ,  S a u d  b i n  J i l u w i ,  a n d  f b n  
S a u d 1 s  advisers, of  who^ Yusuf  Yassic and K h a l i d  
G h a r g a n i  were t h e  mos t  i m ~ c r t a n t  i n  his l a t e r  d a y s - "  



(Holden a n d  J o h n s  198 7 : 153-60) 

There is e v i d e n c e  {Tachau 1575:174% that Saud kiu J i l u w i  was 

part: of t h e  e x t e n d e j .  f d ~ i . 1 ~  of the 81-Saud. T h e n  there were # 

a i d e s  some of them f r o m  the n e i g h b o a r i n g  c o u n t r i e s  who rose t o  

h i g h  positions, Yusuf Yassin was a S y f i a n  Arab (Holden and J o h n s  

1381:105) who was o r i g i n a l l y  a t e a c h e r  f o r  Hbn Saudas f a a i l y  a n d  

q u i c k l y  rose t o  become p c l i t i c a l  s e c r e t a r y .  Akduf f a h  S u l e i m a n  

was a N e j d i   fro^ a r e e r c h a a t  f a m i l y ,  who bad gained t h e  

confidence of Ibn Saud- He was a p p o i n t e d  Finance Minister i n  

1932 a n d  p l a y e d  a m a j o r  role i n  S a u d i  f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s  u n t i l  

the 1950s. RInaled Ghdrgaci  was a L i b y a u  who was one of fbn 

S a u d 1 s  c l o s e s t  a d v i s o r s ,  T h e s e  were the b a c k g ~ o u n d s  of some of  

the men who were close to Ibn S a u d  a n d  h e l d  trusted p o s i t i o n s ,  

T h i s  first p h a s e ,  a pexicd  of c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  reaains  

e s s e n t i a l  t o  a n y  d i s c u s s i o n  cf the p o l i t i c a l  development of 

S a u d i  Arat in,  Uhak n e e d s  t o  be emphasized is that, a l t h o u g h  

changes in the nature of p o l i t i c a l  and  e c o n o m i c  s t r u c k a r e  Mere 

o c c u r r i n g ,  power r e m a i n e d  centered w i t h i n  the t ra  d i  t i o n a l  elite 

g r o u p ,  Howevec, t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of oil. and its subsequent v i t a f  

p o s i t i o n  i n  n a t i o n a l  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  econoay h a d  placed 

g r e a t e r  b u r d e n s  cn the trdditionsl el i te-  The s e c o n d  phase ,  from 

the 1930s to t h e  1950s, may t h e r e f o r e  be described a s  the a g e  of 

o i l ,  The d i s c o v e r y  and s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e l c p r n e n t  of the o i l  

r e s G U r c E s  b r o u g h t  r e g u l a r  and ,  by  former s t a n d a r d s ,  greatly 

i n c r e a s e d  r e v e n u e s  t o  the  r o y a l  t r e a s u r y ,  No l o n g e r  was Saudi 

Arabia totally isolated from the impact of the outside w o r l d ,  

which c a w  o n  two l e v e l s ,  Pes t e r n  b u s i  r - e s s m e n ,  b o t h  o p p o r t u n i t y  



see kars and ser ious  t raders,  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  S a u d i  A r a b i a  

l o  e x p l o i t  its o i l  a n d  t o  sell i n  r e t u r n  w e s t e r n  m a n u f a c t u r e d  

goods, T o  g o o e r n m e a t s  of i adus  t r i a l i z e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  Ibn S a u d ' s  

area of the w o r l d  hGcame s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h e  oil t o  f u e l  

industry a n d  f o r  i t s  s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n ,  

T h e s e  i n f l u e n c e s  forced t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  elite -- t h e  K i n g  

a n d  h i s  hierarchy -- t o  c h a n g e ,  a d o p t i n g  and a d a p t i n g  new 

methods  t o  p r e s e r v e  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  its r u l e ,  T h e s e  new m e t h c d s  

i n v o l v e d  the f o r m a l i z a i i c n  cf g o v e r n m e n t  b y  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e a t  of 

m i n i s t r i e s  to haxiale t h e  s t a t e i  s e n o r r a o u s l  y - e x p a n d i n g  

a d a i n i s t r a t i v e  f uactious, The f ifst i w p o r t a n t  n i n i s t ~ y ,  

established i n  1930, was  F o r e i g n  Af fa i r s ,  f o l l o w e d  by  Finance i n  

1933, Defence  a n d  A v i a t i o n  i n  1944, a n d  a number o f  o t h e r s  i n  

t h e  e a r l y  7950s- ~ e s ~ i t e  t h i s  f o r m a l i z a t i o a  of g o v e r n n e n t ,  

p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  was retained i n  t h e  h a n d s  of the r o y a l  S a a i l y -  

In f a c t ,  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  a n d  d e s p i t e  t h e  d e l e g a t i o n  cf power 

implicit i n  a systenl of ~ i n i s t r i e s ,  K ing  Abdul Aziz iku S a u d  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  a n  e f f e c t i v e l y  ene-man g o v ~ r n m e n t ~  

H i s  f a a t i l y  a n d  o t h e r  close advisors, who now had the titles 

of nahisters, g a k h e r e d  staff to d e v e l o p  p o l i c i e s  and implersent  

programmes ,  The i n c r e a s e d  a d ~ i n i s t r a t i v e  p e r s o n n e l  u c d e r f i n e d  

t h e  need f c r  m o d e r n i z e d  a d u i i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  m d e r n  

e d u c a t i o n  t o  ensure t h e  s u p p l y  of s k i 1  l e d  manFower. In t h e s e  

e a r l y  s t ages ,  t h e a ,  of f c r a a l i z e d  government  the t e c h n i c a l  

expertise was eabodi&d i c  f o r e i g n e r s ,  nsn-Saudi ~ r a b s  w i t h  

r e s ' t e r n - s t y l e  e d u c a t i o n s :  E g y p t i a n s .  S y r i a n s ,  ~ a l e s t i n i a n s ,  



L e b a n e s e ,  They  worked under a n d  a d v i s e d  t h e  S a u d i  

n ~ i n i s t e r - p r i n c e s ,  Ro wcver,  a f u l e r 8 s  d e p e n d e n c e  upon foreign 

e x p e r t s  i n  t h e  tasks oi f u l i n g  weakens  t h e  ~ u l e r * s  power, T h e  

r u l e r  is  a t  t h e  mercy of t h e  a d v i c e  t k a t  h i s  a d v i s o r s  g i v e ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  when b e  lacks t h e  knowledge  to u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

a d v i c e  a n d  a u s t  merely a c c e p t  o r  reject it, The f o r e i g n e r s  d o  

n o t  h a v e  i d e n t i t y  o f  F u r p o s e  a n d  of c u l t u r e  w i t h  t h e  r u l e r ,  yet 

it is f r o @  h i s  c u l t u r e  aad d e p t h  of u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  needs 

of his p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e  ruier d e r i v e s  h i s  p u r p o s e s ,  It was now 

seeiaed n e c e s s a r x  t o  e d u c a t e  S a u d i s  t o  i n c r e a s i n g l y .  o c c u p y  tog 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  ~ o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e i r  own s o c i e t y  which were h e l d ,  

s o  f a r ,  by f o r e i g n e r s ,  

In the 1 9 2 0 s  a f e u  young S a u d i s  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  abroad f o r  

modern t e c h n i c a l  a n d  g r o f e s s i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  However, Benner ( i n  

Tachau ,  ed .  1975) p c i n t s  out t h a t  t h e  real  breakthrough occurred 

i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 s  when S a u d i  s t u d e n t s  were s e n t  t o  E g y ~ t  f o r  t h e i r  

~ d u c a t i o n s ,  Af thouy l i  t h e r e  is r;c u ~ w a r d  mobility i n t o  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  ef i t e  t h e  n e w l y  s e c u l a r l y - t r a i n e d  S a u d i s  c o u l d  p o s e  

p r o k l e t n s  by v i r t u e  cf t h e ~ r  e d u c a t i o n  arnd t h e  couatry's n e e d  f o r  

that e d u c a t i o n ,  A i ~ n g  w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  educat ica  comes m o b i l i t y  o f  

t r a v e l  which 

",,. l e a d s  t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  t h a t  life o u t s i d e  t h e  f a ~ i l y  
o f f e r s  c h o i c e s  n o t  d r e a ~ t  cf by o n e ' s  f a t h e r ,  T h e  r a d i o ,  
tnovies,  n e w s p a F e r s ,  a n d  books allow a young Baa for the 
first t i ~ e  t o  c h o o s e  h i s  own i n t e l l e c t u a l  a n c e s t o r s  a n d  
spiritual b r o t h e r s ,  Modern scientific t h o u g h t  ~ a k e s  
possible, i n d e e d  r e q u i r e s ,  a  r e - e x a m i n a t i c n  o f  a l l  
t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  structures. , , , Knowledge 

. h a s  thus b e c o a e  an issue a n d  i n s t r u m e n t  of b a t t l e , "  
{Halpem 1963: 25) 



Increased s e c u l a r  e d u c a t i c u  e h e a t e s  r i s i n g  expectations among 

t h o s e  who h a v e  g a i n e d  it. T h e  t r a d i t i o r a l f y  e d u c a t e d  e l i t e  

maintained a h e l d  on h i y h e c  ~ i n i s t e r i a l  ~ o s i t i o n s  w h i l e  

s e c u l a r l y  e d u c a t e d  S a u d i s  were o n l y  able t o  f i l l  what  Tachau  

(1975) c a l l s  aidale-lower ~ c s i t i c n s  s u c h  a s  Commerce, H e a l t h  a n d  I 

Communica t ions ,  

The f i r s t  
__-__-I--- - -- - 

tor-General of 

b r e a k - t h r o u g h  i n  t h e  Western s e n s e  -- a p o s i t i o n  o f .  p r e s t i g e ,  
- - 

Powerr  u re r e ~ a i n e d  o n e  major drawback, *a@hi lc  

i T a r i k i  Has nat a k s o r b e d  i n  the S a u d i  r u l i n g  c l a s s  (an 

i a l p o s c i b i l i t y  g i v e n  its c r i t e r i a )  h e  was closely a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  1 

i t .  (Duguid  197b: B C )  In other words a f f i l i a t i o n s  sere p o s s i b l e  
_.- .C_ 

b u t  membership  i n  t h e  r a l i n y  elite h a d  to  b e  hered i tary ,  Tariki  

was an i n t e l l i g e n t  g e r s c n  a n d  i m ~ r e s s e d  A b d u i l a h  S u i e i m a n ,  who 

t o o k  i t  upon himself t o  f i n a n c e  h i s  e d u c a t i o n  i n  America, Tariki 

was able to rise t o  a p r o m i n e n t  position of power and 

responsibility b u t ,  as his policy p r o p o s a l s  p r o v e d  to  b e  too 

r a d i c a l ,  h e  r a n  i n t o  ~roblems,  T h i s  is n o t e d  i n  the next  

sect ion, 

The third and f i n a l  phase d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  c o n k i n a t i o n  of o i l  

w ~ a i t h  a n d  t h e  a m i x i n g  cf iron k- i th  f a i t h , * 4  I n  t h i s  section tuo 

~ a j o r  exaapfes o f  d i s c o ~ t e n t  u i t h i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  elite 

s t r u c t u r e  w if l be examlaeil, 



By t h e  time Ikn Saud died in 1953, many problems had a r i s e n  

i n  h i s  kingdom, One o u t s t a n d i n g  example o f  t h i s  is wi th  his 

s e v e ~ t e e n t h  S O B ,  T a l d l  i b n  Abdul Aziz. B e  p e o v i d e s  us nitb an 

example of how t h e  Frocesses of m o d e r a i s a t i c c  and traditional 

r u l e  were hound t o  c o w  into c o r f  l ict ,  Lacey (198 1) r e p o r t s  t h a t  

i n  1949 young P r i n c e  T a l a l  came t o  his father requesting 

p e r ~ i s s i o n  to build a p u b l i c  h o s ~ i t a l  i n  Riyadh.  O f  course, Ibn 

S a u d  waE most i m p r e s s e d  and was very p l e a s e d  t h a t  h i s  young s o n  

had  s u c h  p r o g r e s s i v e  ideas. Tafal l a t e r  became H i n i s t e r  cf 

Coii imunications and went on to play a majos role i n  - g o v e r n m e n t  

a f f a i r s *  B e  was a strong-minded young man u h c  wanted t o  see 

r e f o r m s  i n  S a u d i  Arakia, Concurrent w i t h  TaXaL's e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  

soc ia l  c h a n g e  was the  overthrow cf King f a r o u k  i n  E g y p t  by t h e  

m i l i t a r y  and t h e  c c n i n g  t o  E;ouer of Gamal Eilasser, "Rasserite 

agents  were known t o  be  a t  work i n  both Yeren and in Saudi  

Arabia, and news of Talalis o p e n   raise f a r  Nasser was t a k e n  i a  

P i y  adh a s  deliberate disloyalty, Crown Prince Faisal and those 

around  him still resented t h e  role T a l a l  had F l a y e d  i n  t h e  

o u s t i n g  o f  the F a i s a l  govfrnrnent  i n  7960,fv (Lacey 1981:341) 

T a l a 1  was i n  favour of a constitutionai democracy retaining t h e  

monarchy. H e  also wanted to see the state take initiative i n  

modernizing t h e  econogy  and  its a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  structure, R e  

wanted t o  ~ o v e  t h e  d e v e l o p ~ e n t  process too f a s t ;  and i n  a 

d i r e c t i o n  that was u n a c c e p t a b l e  t o  his h r c t h e t - p r i n c e s .  

f l U n a c c e c t a b l e "  not because i t  would weaken their power, but 

because  it c o n c e i v e d  o f  a t y p e  of govern iwnt  n o t  a t t u n e d  to t h e  



tsdditionaf c u l t u r ~  0.2 tho c o u n t r y ,  a n d  s o  i s p o s s i b l e  t o  

e s t a k l i s h  w i t h o u t  civil ~ U X E O ~ L  H e  was e x p e l l e d  from the f a m i l y  

and  e x i l e d ,  a n 8  from h i s  e x i l e  i n  E g y p t  h e  made use of R a d i o  

Cairo  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  Ringdam, 

T h e  s e c o n d  p e r s o n a l i t y  w o r t h  n o t i n g  i s  t h a t  o f  A b d u l l a h  

T a r i k i ,  King S a q u d  h a d  aligned h i m s e l f  w i t h  b o t h  Tala1 a n d  

T a s i k i  who were well known f o r  t h e i r  i d e a s  on reforming t h e  

House o f  Sa 'ud ,  These ycang r e f o r a e r s  h e l p e d  S a f u d  r e g a i n  p o w e r  

a n d  once b a c k  i n  power  h e  r u l e d  a s  h e  had b e f o r e  1958. T a r i k i  

s t a y e d  on i n  SaQudss g o v e r n ~ e n t  a s  o i l  r a i n i s t e f  and  D u g u i d  

3 1976: 3 32-33) h a s  g c i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  

T h e  f r a g i l e  a l l i a n c e  b e t w e e n  S a ' u d  a n d  t h e  Talal 
f a c t i o n  b r c k e  dawn i n  1962 o v e s  t h e  r e v o l u t i c n  i n  Yeaen, 
5aWud supported t h e  I n a n t a t e  i n  b o t h  word a n d  d e e d ,  
provoking a @ i n o r  r e k e f  l i o n  i n  t h e  S a u d i  g o v e r n m e n t ,  ,,, 
I n  November 1962 ,  P a i s a l  was a g a i n  c a l l e d  o n  t o  restore 
s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  g o v e r n ~ e n t ,  b r i n g i c g  t o  power h i s  own 
s u p p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  r o y a l  family, One of t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
h i s  r e t n r n  gas t h e  d i s ~ i s s a l  of T a r i k i  from t h e  
gove rnn lenk ,  , ,, T a r i k i  was not  only d i s s i s s e d ,  b u t  was 
exiled E m m  the c c u n t r y , "  

T h e  S a u d i  R o y a f  h o u s e h o l d  shows i n  t h e s e  two e x a m ~ l e s  t h a t  i t  

was c a p a b l e  of  closing r a n k s  i n  t h e  face of t h r e a t s  t o  its 

a u t h o r i t y .  What is a l s o  shown  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of these twc 

S a u d i ' s ,  o n e  who was i n  t h e  Royal f a m i l y  and t h e  o t h e r  .who was 

n o t ,  is t h a t  although a new a n d  B o r e  l i b e ~ a l  e l i t e  s t r u c t u r e  was 

being p e r n i i t t e d  to d e v e l o p ,  t h e  elite c a d r e s q  f r e e d o m s  were 

l i m i t e d  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  a p p r o v a l  o r  c e n s u r e  by t h e  c e n t r a l  r u l i n g  

core, T h e s e  two i n c i d e n t s  c n l y  marked t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  

challenges f a c e d  b y  t h e  S a u d i  e l i t e  a s  they permitted a new 

s u b - e l i t e ,  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  k i n d  of e d u c a t i o n  and i n f l u e n c e s ,  t o  





~ e r i . t  i a t o  t h e  s u b - e l i t e  dad  elite, T h e y  h a v e  three d i f f e r e n t  

choices b e f o r e  t h e m :  c o n t i n u e d  cogpliance with t h e  old 

$.raditioaal ways; radical I s l a m i c  f u n d a m e n t a f i s ~ ;  and, 

s e c u l a r i s @ ,  T h e  p o t e n t i a l  f c r  c c n f f i c t  between t h o s e  religiously 

r a d i c a l i z e d  and those s e c u l a r i z e d  will c o n t i n u e  t o  gnow, T h i s  

w i 3 . i  p u t  f u r t h e r  s t r e s s  on  the s o c i e t y ,  and on t h e  u n i f y i n g  a n d  

a o d ~ r a t i n g  t a l e n t s  o f  t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y -  A t  this s t a g e  i t  is 

d i t f i c u l e  to s a y  which of t h e  t h r e e  ways t h e  bulk o f  h e r  e l i t e  

and s u b e l i t e  w i l l  t u r n  t o ,  Chances are that they w i l l  be divided 

o f t e n  acting a s  c o u n t e r v a i l i n g  c h e c k s  oa the cther, - 

E l i t e  S t r u c t u r e s  &e&qnop a ~ d  Eqpgt cqggpmed & h o s e  SaudA ---- --I------ 
A r a b i a  ---- 

T h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  a p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  is  h e l d  t o  be  common t o  

a l l  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e w s  r e g a r d l e s s  of location, time, or c u l t u r e ,  

( B i l l  and H a r d g r a v e  1973: l Y 4 )  Houeves,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  factors 

which influence the d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  elite i n  

p o P i t i c a L  development are  n o t  common t o  a l l  Falit i c a l  systems, 

To demonstrate t h i s  Lekanon and E g y p t  h a v e  been chosen f o r  

a brief a n a l y z i s  t o  bring i n t o  focus t h e  differences of S a u d i  

A r a b i a 1  s p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

There a r e  wajor similarit ies,  A l l  a r e  Arab terr i tof ies ,  

b r o u g h t  iato the Arab and  R u s l i m  c u l t u r e  during the i n i t i a l  

expansions of t h e  E u s l i m  Empire d u r i n g  t h e  first c e n t u r i e s  A - H I  

A 1 1  h a v e  been  s u b j ~ c t ,  t o  a g r e a t e r  o r  lesser e x t e n t ,  tc Ot toman  



d o o a i n a t i o n  a n d  r u l e - 2  A l f  three h a v e  cities r h i c h  a t t r a c t  

v i s i t o r s  f r o m  a a n y  c o u n t r i e s ,  s o  e x p o s i n g  them t o  c o s n o p o l i t a n  

i n f l u e n c e s .  fn E g y p t ,  A l e x a n d r i a  and  Ca i ro  are  important 

c o a m e r c i a l  c e n t r e s ,  a n d  C a i r o  has l o n g  been i m ~ o r t a n t  i n  t h e  

H u s l i @  w o r l d  a s  a n  e d u c a t i o t a l  c e n t r e ,  Lebanon h a s  a l w a y s  b e e n  \ 

a n  i m p o r t a n t  centre o f  t r a d e -  I t s  B f d i t e r r a n e a a  s e a p o r t s  

a n c h o r i n g  o n e  end of t h e  c a r a v a n  r o u t e s ,  a n d  Beirut, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  into a f i n a n c i a l  a n d  a n  e d u c a t i o a a l  

c e n t r e ,  In S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  Mecca a n d  Wedina a r e  t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n  o f  

p i l g r i r a s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  world, O b v i o u s  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  densities, h i g h  i n  Lebo~rton a n d  E g y p t ,  l o w  i n  Arabia, 

a n d  imperial d o s i n a t i o n ,  f f e g u e n t  and  p e ~ v a s i v e  in Lebanon and 

E g y ~ t ,  almost c o a p l e t e 3 . y  a b s e n t  i n  S a u d i  A r a b i a  a f t e r  i t  

e s t a l l i s h e t i  itself a s  a@ i n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e ,  

L e b a n o n ,  p a r t  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  p l a c f d  u a d ~ r  F r e n c h  

mandate af ter  # c r l d  Har I ,  was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a s t a t e  ~ i t h  i ts  

modern  f r o n t i e r s  ky F r a n c e  i n  1920, S t i l l  u n d e r  F r e n c h  coatrol, 

i t  a d o p t e d  a r e p u b l i c a n  f o r &  of g o v e r n m e n t  i n  1926, Bg 1943 

Lebanon had a c h i f v e d  its i n d e ~ e n d e n c e ,  A l t h c u g h  Arab, i t s  

p o p u l a t i o n  is n o t  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  Hus l i rn ,  a n d  t h e  b a l a n c i n g  of 

p o w e r  between C h r i s t i a n  and M u s l i ~  c o m m u n i t i e s  h a s  been a 

constant p r o b l e a  i n  i t s  s h o r t  ~ t o d e s n  h i s t o - r p ,  The L e b a n e s e  

2 f n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  now c o ~ p r i s e d  w i t h i n  S a u d i  A r a k i a ,  only t h e  
Rcjaz was p r o p e r l y  u n d e r  O t t o m n  r u l e ,  b u t  t h a t  p r o v i n c e  
p r o v i d e d  a mode l  a n d  i m p  t u s  f o x  @ o r e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  y o v e r n ~ e n t  
f o r  the new k ingdom,  and  h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a h i g h  
p r o p o r t i o n  o f  senior c i v i l  s e r v a n t s  f o r  t h e  k i n g d o m ' s  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  



s o c i e t y  i s  c o s m o p o i i t a n  a n d  s o p h i s t i c a t e d ,  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  i t  is 

a mix o f  c o a i s u n i t i s s  close t o  E u r o p e a n  i n f l u e n c e s ,  M o r e o v e r ,  a s  

a s e a  t r a d i n g  p e o y l e  for t h o u s a n d s  of years t h e  L e b a n e s e  

a c q u i r e d  a s u s c e p t i h i f i t y  t o  c h a n g e ,  

T h e  p r i m a ~ g  e x a m g l e  cf t h i s  is i n  t h e  m e t h o d  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  

a d o p t e d  which i a  t u r n   lays a s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  the manner  of 

p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  d e v e l o p m e n t -  L e b a n o n  f o r  e x a ~ p l e  

. p o s s e s s e s  a c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  p l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  a 
p a r l i a m e n t ,  p r ime m i n i s t e r ,  cabinet m i n i s t e r s ,  a 
president of t h e  B e p u b l i c ,  a n d  a b u r e a u c r a c y ;  y e t  
o p e r a t i n g  b e h i n d  t h e s e  a n d  i n t e r ~ e s h e d  w i t h  them is an 
e l a b o r a t e  a n d  c o m p l e x  n e t w o r k  of r e l i g i o u s  .sects, 
s e c t a r i a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  ~ o f i t i c a l  bosses a n d  p r i v a t e  
n i l i t i a s ,  The fatter a re  f a r  more i m p o r t a n t  i n  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  F r o c E s s  *.ban the f or&er,** ( B o r t h w i c k  1980:8) 

The very existence o f  t h i s  ~ a r l i a m e o t a r y  s y s t e a  a f f e c t s  t h e  r o l e  

t h a t  the g o l i t i c a f  e l i t e  w i l l   lay, P o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  allow f c r  

c o a p e t i t i o c  a n d  campet i t icn l g g l i e s  f r e e d o m  of choice by t h e  

electorate as to u h o  will fill g o v e r n m e n t  positions, f i eh ind  t h e  

formal p a r l i a m e n t a r y  i n s t i t u t i o n  these a r e  pwer b r o k e r s ,  

c o n s e n s u s  f i n d e r s ,  ~olitical h o r s e  t r a d e f s  and political e l i t e s  

w h i c h  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  f i n e s s e  i n  the a r t  of u h e e l i x g  a n d  d e a l i n g -  

T h e r e i o r e  i t  is n o t  z u x p r i s i n g ,  a s  R a r i k 8 s  ( i n  L e n c z o u s k i  

1975:203) o b s e r v a t i o n  p o i o t s  cu t ,  t h a t  g r , , ,  wenbe.ss  of t h e  

Lebanese e l i t e  a r e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  Bore  by o c c u p a t i o n  than s o c i a l  

o r i g i n , "  H h e r e  c o a p t i t i o n  e x i s t s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  p o v e r ,  

h e r e d i t a r y  b a c k g r o u n d  p l a y s  a lesser role, T h e  ma in  r e c r u i t i n g  

g r o u n d s  f o r  Lebanese p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s  a r e :  l a n d l o r d s ,  lawyers, 

b u s i n e s s m e n ,  and o t h e r  ~ r o f  e s s i c n s ,  Resea rche~s i n  t h i s  area of 

s t u d y ,  h o w e v e r ,  ",,, h d v ~  e m k h a s i z e d  t h e  s t r o n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  
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pezsona f, r e l a t i o n s h i p s  u n d e f  gzga [chiefs, leaders,  s trongmen)  , 
a p a t t e r n  which bas  v a r i o u s l y  b e e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  a s y s t e m  of 

" f e u d a l i s m ,  * n r ; a f e u i l a l i s ~ , * ~  o r  s r f e u d a l i t y ,  ( L a n d a u ,  e d ,  

1972:lrCO) Lebanon is a case w h e r e  scme of t h e  s t r o n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  

in•’ hueaces sti l l  p l a y  a role i n  t h e  c o m j ~ e t i t i v e  n a t u r e  of t h e  I 

p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e s ,  

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  the d e v e l o p m e n t  of E g y p t ' s  ~olitical 

elite s t r u c t u r e  b a s  been quite different. H o d e r n  E y g p t i a n  

p o l i t i c a l  m v e m e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a r e s i s t a n c e  t o  

i m p e r i a l i s m  r a t h e r  t h a n  by a d e s i r e  t o  change t h e  s t f u c t u r e  cf 

t h e  s o c i e t y ,  E g y p t  bad  k e e n  u n d e r  f o r e i g n  rule f o r  a Long p e r i o d  

of time, King f a r o u k ,  king of Egypt from 1 9 3 6  to  1952 ,  was not 

a n  E g y p t i a n  b u t  a d e s c e n d a n t  of  Muhammed A l i ,  t h e  A l b a n i a n  

g e n e r a l  who e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  r u l e  ever E g y p t  when his m i l i t a r y  

force r e b e l l e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  Ottoman S u l t a n ,  F a r o u k  was c o r r u p t  

and i n c o r a p e t e n t :  a a d  d i d  n o t  have t h e  interest a t  h e a r t  of t h e  

p e o p l e  h e  r u l e d ,  

I n  1952 h e  was o u s t e d  f r o m  power by a ~ilitary coup l e a d  by 

Same1 Abdul Wasser, P o l i t i c a l  power i n  E g y p t  was f i n a l l y  i n  t h e  

h a n d s  of ' t h e  E g y p t i a n s ,  T h e  l o n g  p e r i o d  of f o r e i g n  contro l  a n d  

p e r i o d s  of c o r r u p t i o n  da n o t  mate f o r  a well i n t e g r a t e d  

p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e ,  

*3Hembers of t h e  elite d o  n o t  p a s s  t h m u g h  w e l l - d e f i n e d  
and r i g i d  c h a n n e l s  of r e c ~ u i t m e n t ;  n o r  a re  t h e y  a11 
p e r s o n a l l y  a c q u a i n t e d .  T h e r e  a r e  no  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  
d i s t i n c t i v e  areas, n o  cohesive e t h n i c  g roups ,  a n d  n o  
elite s c h o o l s  vhich contribute a d i s p ~ o p o r t i o n a t e  a n d  
i d e n t i f i a b l e  s h a r e  of Egypt's  to^ d e c i s i . c n  makers ,"  
(Lez lczorssk i ,  e d ,  1975: 90-1) 



II 
, 

Personal a i l i a n c e s  d e v c d a p ~ d  t e t w e e n  &embers of t h e  same  I 

g r a j u a t i n g  c l a s s  of  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  t e c h n i c a l  o r  m i l i t a r y  col leges  

ca r ry  some i m p o r t a n c e ,  This is e v i d e n c e d  b y  

"The  e l e v e n  wen who l e d  the c o u p  i n  1952 r a n q e d  i n  a g e  
f r s ~  29 t o  34 a n d  were e i t h e r  m a j c r s  o r  l i e u t e n a n t  
c o l o n e l s ,  All were g r a d u a t ~ s  of t h e  c l a s s e s  of 1938, 
3939, and 1940 of t h e  E g y p t i a n  H i l i t a r y  Academy i n  
Cairo, Some owned l a n d ,  b u t  not large amcunts, and a l l  
owed their m d e s t  p o s i t i o n  i n  s o c i e t y  t o  t h e i r  
m i l i t a r y - s c i e n t i f i c  e d u c a t i c n s  and p s i t i o n  i n  t h e  army 
off ices corps, They clearly r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  "new middle 
class,f* ( B o x t h w i c k  3980: 179)  

This new g r o u F  is i n  c o n p l e t e  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  o l d  e l i t e  uho 

owned l a ~ d  a n d  were t i e d  t o  a n  i a p e r i a l i s t  e c o n c m i c  . s t r u c t u r e ,  

T h e  e c o n o ~ i c  s t ructure ,  itself, was linked t u  text i le  mills i n  

England,  S p r i n g b o r g  (1975) feels  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  of cohesive 

p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i c n s  r e l a t e d  t o  e c o n o ~ i c  c o n d i t i o n s  is n c t  

t h e  only issue, H e  ~ o i n t s  t o  c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  which  also haye 

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  % h e  Lack of political elite ties. T h e s e  c e n t r e  

a r o u n a  weak e t h n i c  i d e n t i t i e s  and  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Islam i n  Egyp t  

h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  e f f e c t i v e l y  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d .  The role of t h e  

ULem a n d  Sheiks i n  E g y p t  h a s  been p r i ~ a r i l y  a s  1 ' , - ,  b r o k e r s  

between t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s  and  the Ra~luk, Ottoman,  or A l b a n i a n  

r u l i n g  caste,'i ( I - fourani  1972: 65-72] The p a t t e r n  of t h e  E g y p t i a n  

e l i t e  c a n  be a n a l y s e d  on  a h o r i z o n t a l  b a s i s  n o t i n g  that cliques 

and  f a c t i o n s  p r e v e n t  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  a c o h e s i v e  p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  

s t r u c t u r e ,  Since 1952 p o l i t i c a l  power  hds been h e l d  by the 

m i r i t a r y  e l i t e ,  

S a u d i  A r a b i a  h a s  not f o l l o w e d  t h e  more c c n v e n t i o n a l  m e t h o d s  

o f  F o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o ~ m ~ n t ,  ft hae c o t  b e e n  g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  by 



e x t e r n a l  pwers w h i c h ,  t h r c u g h  c o n q u e s t ,  h a v ~  h a d  the ir  ira~act; 

o n  L e b a n o n  a n d  E s p p t ,  The S a u d i  A r a b i a n  elite h a s  ~ s o t e c t e d  

i tsel f  a g a i n s t  l a r q e  scale foreign i n t e r v e f i t i o n  hy u s i n g  the 

" c l o s e d  d o o r q g  policy, Even when  o u t s i d e r s  h a v ~  been p e r m i t t e d  

i n ,  i t  has  keen on S a u d i  term, a n d  a n y  socia l ,  m o r a l  o r  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a i l i t a n t s  soon f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  

c o u n t r y ,  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  S a u d i  ~ l i t e  h a s  b e e n  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  

i ts s t r u c t u r e ,  i n t r a d u c i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  i t  b y  i n s t a i m e n t s ,  

m o d i f y i n g  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  i t  t o  f i t  t h e  n e e d s  of t h e  modern  

g o v e r n ~ s n t  a n d  b u r e a u c r a c y  r e q u i r e d  by a w e a l t h y  a n d  ~ o d e s n i z i c g  

 slat^, T h e  s t r u c t u r e  h a s  r e m a i n e d  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same, with t h e  

t o p  l e a d e r s h i p  s e l e c t e d  by its peers from among i t s  numkes  b a s e d  

upoa c o m p e t e n c e  i n  t h e  skills r e q u i r e d  o f  a l e a d ~ r ,  a n d  t h e  sage 

Lasic f o r g a t  applies i n  t h e  l o w r  e c h e i o n s  of t h e  elites, 

e l i g i b i l i t y  based on c o a p e t e n c e  i n  the r e q u i r e d  s k i l f s ,  T h e  

c r i t e r i a ,  t h e  required skills, h a v e  c h a n g e d ,  f n t h e  de ser t ,  

skills a s  huxtter, h o r s e m a n ,  raarksmaa  were been r e q u i r e d ,  f o d a y ,  

demand i s  f o r  t e c h n i c a l  c o m p e t e n c e  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  area o f  

s c i e n c e  o r  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  managemen t  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  e v i d e n c e d  

by r e l e v a n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  d e g r e e s ,  To  a l a r g e  extent t h e  same 

S a ~ i L i e s  r each  p o s i t i c n s  of a u t h o r i t y :  t h e  s c n s  of a prominent 

t r i b a l  l e a d e r  h a v ~  t h e  i n c e n t i v e  t o  acquire the new s k i l l s ,  a n d  

nay  benefit f s o u  ~ a t r c a a g e  to a c h i e v e  the p s i t i o n s  from w h i c h  

t h e y  can show t h c s e  s k i l l s ,  The new e l i t e  and s u b e l i t e ,  save 

f o r  t h e  core groug of t h e  royal  h o u s e ,  is f u n c t i o n a l  n o t  

political -- t h i s  was t h e  ma in  characteristic of t h e  eliZe 



s t ructure  of t h e  deser t  tsiDes, s ince  t h e  desert h a s  no 

t .olerance f o r  the ncnf u n c t i o n a l ,  
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CONCLUSION 

T h i s  s t u d y  h a s  s o u g h t  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

of S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  and t h e  e x t e n d i n g  and  d i v e r g i n g  rc le  OF t h e  

e l i t e  w i t h i n  i t ,  The i n d i g e n c u s  r e l i g i o u z - p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y ,  

Islam, a n d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ~ o l i t i c a l  a n d  elite s t r u c t u r e s  h a v e  

keen o b s e r v e d  t o  be of g r e a t  s i g n i f i c a n c f  in  the style a n d  

c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  r,ew aat;iongs d e v e l o p m e n t ,  The main f a c t o r s  i n  

t h e  success of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  growth, h o w e v e r ,  h a v e  k e e n  t h e  

discovery and  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of a v a l u a b l e  n a t i o n a l  r e s c u r c e ,  o i l ,  

which h a s  ~ r o v i d e d  t b e  f i n a n c i a l  b a c k i n g  f o r  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  

a t r i b a l  society t o  a ffiodern state, a n d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  

c h a r a c t e r  and v i s i c n  of  the  n a t i o n ' s  f o u n d e r ,  K ing  Abdul -Aziz  

ibxt Saud, a n d  h i s  s o n ,  King  P a i s a l ,  

It was n o a s d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  S a u d i  

Arabia h a s  made t h e  t r a n s i t i o n ,  so f a r  s u c c e s s f u l l y ,  from a 

pre-industrial s o c i e t y  i n  a s t a t e  of arres ted  d e v e l a p m e r t  t o  a 

xnode rn ized  d e v e l o ~ i n g  n a t i o n  i n  a t i a e - s g a u  of less t h a n  f i f t y  

y e a r s ,  v i t h  l i t t l e  h e l p  f r o @  other p o l i t i c a l  powers ,  And 

p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  h a v e  y e t  t o  t u r n  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  this 

i m p o r t a n t  c o u n t r y  v h i c h  is d e s t i r e d  t o  g ray  a part in t b e  

i n d u s t r i a l  a s  well a s  t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  world. T h e  c o n c e ~ t u a f  tools 

d e v e l o p e d  by scholars for ~ a f i t i c a i  analysis were d i s t o r t e d  by 

ethnocentric t iases  and i n  r e v i e w i n g  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  an a t t e m p t  b a s  been made t c  d e v e l o ~  u s e a b l e  



def  i n i k i o n s  free f rciii such ~recos lce ived  S i a s e s -  The p o l i t i c a l  

character of the d o m i n a n t  religi0-n o f  the people and the ir  1 
j 
t 

leaders, and t h e  pcwer fu l  r c l e  w h i c h  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e l i t e  and 

soc i o - p o l i t i c a l  institutions have & l a p 3  i n  t h e  a a k i o n  s s 

development, h a v e  necessitated a brief h i s t o r i c a l  r e v i e w  of  5 
these p r e - e x i s t i n g  f a c k o r s ,  I n  r e v i e w i n g  the a c t u a l  p o l i t i c a l  

d e v e l c p m e n t  of t h e  nation natural c h r o n o l o g i c a l  a n d  

deveiopmental d i v i s i o n s  have  been n o t e d ,  a n d  the modern history 

a • ’  the s t a t e  briefly reviewed w i t h  seference to t h e  evidences of 

p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p ~ e n t ,  T b e s e  h a v e  t h e n  been a n a l y z e d  a n d  t h e  

p r o g r e s s  a u d  sophistication of t h a t  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  been  

i d e n t i f i e d  t o g e t h e n  with i ts  i m p a c t  on t h e  s o c i e t y ,  aad t h e  

c h a n g i n g  role of i t s  e l i te .  

P r o b l e m s  ~f A n a f y s s ;  Tqgo,stecqA C~gcfpip ----- 
While the s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e c r i e s  of elite are sufficiently 

u n i v e r s a l  to P a c i f  i t a t e  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and d e s c r i p t i o n  cf 

elite a n d  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n i n g ,  ~ t u d i e s  of p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p ~ e n t  

have g e n e r a l l y  s u f f e r e d  f ron e t h a o c e n t f i c i t y  aad a n  

i n s u f f i c i e n t l y  rigorous d e f  i a i t i o n  of terms, T h i s  is typified in 

R o n t e  Palmer's bock ghg ll&lfbgg~ of j?q&z&cg& De~~xara~& i n  

which h e  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  n e e d  ",,,to c o n t r a s t  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  

integration of the traditional s o c i e t y  w i t h  t h a t  o f  an ' i d e a l  

t y p e *  of modern s o c i e t y , "  {Pallner 1973: 10-711 Herein lies the 

problem: What is t h e  * i d e a l  t ype*  of a o d e r n  s o c i e t y ?  Ps i t  v a l i d  

t o  assu@e, a s  does E a f ~ e r ,  t h a t  t h i s  s h o u l d  h e  w o d e l l e d  on those 



w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  s u c h  a s  the U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  America, the U s i t e d  

Ringdam, t h e  T-jni.cn of S o v i e t  Socialist R e p u b l i c s ,  which h e  

i d e n t i f i e s  a s  " d e v e l o p e d " ?  Is h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  of a H d e v e l o p e d "  

c o u n t r y ,  e q u a l  tc: t h a t  k h i c b  ",,, is  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  its 

c i t i z e n s  with g o o d s  and s e r v i c e s  roughly e q u i v a l e n t  t o  t h e  

h i g h e s t  l e v e l  of g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  a n y  ccuaatry a t  

t h a t  timet1 ( P a l n e l :  3973: 1) c t  sufficiertt v a l u e  f o r  use i n  t h e  

a n a l y s i s  of p o l i t i c a l ,  r a t h e r  than e c o n o m i c ,  d e ~ e l o ~ m e n t ?  I n  

seeking t o  a v o i d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  p i t f a l l s  of a s c r i b i n g  w e s t e r n  

g o a l s  a n d  m t i v a t i c n s  t o  a soc ie ty  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t . b a c k g r o u n d ,  

c u l  t u r e ,  a n d  e t h o s  a d e f i n i t i o n  of p o l i t i c a l  deve lopmen t  h a s  

b e e n  d e r i v e d  f o r  t h i s  t h e s i s  which r e f a t e d  p o l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

t o  t h e  p e r c e i v e d  n e e d s  a n d  g o a l s  of t h e  s o c i e t y  i t s e l f ,  This 

l i m i t s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  analysis cf g o v e r n m e n t  s t r u c t u r e s ,  s y s t e m s  

a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  t h e i r  f i t n e s s  and  e f f e c t i v e c e s s  i n  t h e  

g o v e r n a n c e  of t h e  c c u n t r y  i t s e l f ,  ra ther  t h a n  demanding  p a f a i l e l  

c o m p a r i s o n s  w i t h  t h e  f o r ~ s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  a w e s t e r n  

c o u  ntrg  . 
T h i s  a p p r o a c h  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s a p b i s t i c a t i c n  

of  t h e  d e v e l c ~ i ~ g  c c u n t r y s s  n e e d s  and g o a l s ,  and. t h a k  a less 

cortrplex y o v e r n r a e n t  s t r u c t u r e  mag, a t  a n  e a r l y  s t a g e  i n  t h e  

d e v e L o p ~ e n t ,  b e  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n  than a h i g h l y  

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  o n e ,  whicb may b e  r e q u i r e d  l a t e r ,  r a t h e r  then 

making t h e  i m p l i c i t  v a l u e  j u d g e a e n t  t h a t ,  so  l o n g  a s  t h e  c o u n t r y  

L a c k s  d e a o c r a t i c  f o r m s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  government, a l a r g e  

b u r e a u c r a c y  a n d  s o  on, i t  is scmehou ' k a c k u a r d *  a n d  i n f e r i o r -  



s t a b i l i t y  h a s  been n o t e d  d s  a k e y  factor b o t h  f u r  p o l i t i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  o c c u r  and a s  e v i d e n c e  that it is t a k i n g  place i n  

a n  a c c e p t a k l e  aannEr. I f  there  is s t a b i l i t y  then t h e  leadership 

Ray b e  assumed  t o  h a v e  t h e  s u p p c r t  o f  the p o p l e ,  i t s  l e g i t i m a c y  

is u n q u e s t i o n e d ,  and t h e  c h a n g e s  o ~ c u ~ r i ~ g  are p l e a s i n g  o r  

acceptable  t o  t h e  ~ a p u f a t i o n ,  and so  map be assumed  to b e  

r e l a t i v e l y  l ong  l a s t i n g  cr, a t  l eas t ,  a p o s i t i v e  s t e p  i n  t h e  

n a t i o n ' s  p r o g r e s s ,  I f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  lacks p o p u l a r  s n p g o r t ,  is 

corrupt, ox lacks l e g i t i ~ a c y  t h e n  c h a n g e s  imposed s i l l  not be 

a c c e p t e d  by t h e  p o ~ u l a c e  f c r  long,  a n d ,  i n s t a b i l i t y  w i l l  d e v e l o p  

a n d  c i v i l  war, r e v c l u t i o n  o r  a c o u p  d t e t a t  R a y  f c l l o w ,  

As has been noted, the process of @odernizati.cn raises many 

p r o b l e m s  f o r  the 3 e v e l c ~ i n g  ccuntry, "The iiioaern e n v i r o n m e n t  

t e n d s  to a t o m i z e  s o c i e t y ,  d e p r i v i n g  its m e m k e r s  o f  t h e  s e n s e  o f  

c m m u n i t y  and b e l o n g i n g  w i t h o u t  which i n d i v i d u a l  f u  lf i i l m e n k  I 
I 

c a n n t  h e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  a c h i e ~ e d . ~ ~ ( B l a e k  1975:3 1-32) T h i s  1 

p r o c e s s  b e g i n s  t h e  nomen t modern t echno logy  is i n  traduced, 

r e d u c i n g  the i n t e r d f ~ e n d e n c e  of the p e o p l e ,  and  i s  a c c e l e r a t e d  

hy t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of western s t y l e  secular e d u c a t i c n ,  

S h i l s  (1'368: 10) a r g u e s  t h a t  t o  be sgmodernfl B e a n s  " b e i n g  

w e s t e r n  w i t h o u t  t h e  onus c-k d e p e n d e n c e  on t h e  Westw,. However, 

t n o d e r n i z a t i o n  and w e s t e r n i z a t i o n  c a n n o t  h e  separated. Once 

u r h a n i a a t i o n  t a k e s   lace p e o p l e  l e a v e  their trike, v i l l a g e  of  

town  i n  s e a r c h  of j o b s ,  a l t h o u g h  they may i n  fact o n l y  b e  



w a r k i n g  s i x  a o n t h s  i n  t h e  cities a n d  t n ~ n  x e t u r n i n g  t o  the 

d e s e r t .  But  uith t h ~ n  t h e y  t a k e  western clothing, c a n n e d  f o o d  

from the s u p e r  s u g  (market), i n  S a u d i  Arabia  t h e  camel g e t s  t o  

r i d e ,  i n  a T o y o t a  ~ i c k u p ,  t o  t h e  d e s e z t -  T h o s e  who t r a v e l  abroad 

t o  g e t  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i c n  a r e  exposed t o  western lifestyles, w i t h  

t h e  a r e a s  o f  g r e a t e s t  c o n t r a s t  u i t h  t h e i r  own c u l t u r e  ( o u r  

v i c e s ,  o u r  f i b e r t i n  ism) ~ a k i n g  t h e  g r e a t e s t  i ~ ~ a c t ,  T h e s e  b i t s  

of Western l i f e s t y l e  r e t u r n  h o a e  w i t h  t h e m  and create c o n f l l c e  

i n  t h e  e x t e n d e d  family, which s t i l l  t r ies  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o q t r o l  , 

o v e r  t h e  young, Sonte of t h e s e  ycung p e o p l e  g o  so f a r  a s  to 

reject Isla@ and a i l  i t  stands for ,  

"The convafsive i a ~ a c t  cf m o d e r n i z a t i o n  on t r a d i t i o n a l  
and t r a n s i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  is ~ e r e l y  suggested b y  the 
q u a n t i t a t i v e  a n d  s t r u c t u r a l  i n d i c a t i o r s  e a ~ f o y e d  b y  
s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  
P a t t e r n s  of c h i l d  r e a r i n g  begin to change ,  new 
p e r s o n a l i t y  t y p e s  c h a l l e n g e  a n d  r e p l a c e  the d o m i n a n t  
g o s i t i . c n  of  t r a d i t i c n a l  g e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  ~arginal Ben, 
creat ive  and innova ti tfe p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a F p E a r  a i t h  
g r e a t e r  f r e q u e n c y  and assume i n c r e a s i n g 1  y major rof es i n  
t h e  t r a n s i t i o n a l  Frocess, +' (Finirfe and Gakle 1971:67) 

These are the ~ a j o r  ~ ~ c b f t 2 m . S  the Saudi's f a c e  w i t h  

n o d e r n i z a l i o n ,  There appears t o  be  n o  aay o f  b o r r o w i n g  Western 

t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  i a a t e r i a l  g o o d s  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  on a e s t e r n  

a t t i t u d e s ,  manners, s o c i a l  and  material values, 



An S x a m l e  of K @ ~ t e l i ~  C l a s s  ?m4&y_sjs -- --- 
A ~ g l i e d  t o  S a u d i  A r a k i a  - I- - -- -I- 

In a s t u d y  of t h e  *3Eaeryence of a Meu H i d d l e  Class i n  S a u d i  

A r a b i a H ,  H i l Z i a m  Rugb (1573)  p o i n t s  t o  t h e i r  c l a s s  g ~ o u p i n g s ,  

t h e  uEper class,  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s ,  a n d  the lower class,  In t h e  

f i rst  g r o u p  Rugh i n c l u d e s  t h e  r o y a l  f a m i l y ,  s o a e  l e a d i n g  t r i b a l  

sheikhs, h i g h  UJgg of the A i  Shaykh  family ( c o n n e c t e d  by 

m a r r i a g e  t o  t h e  r o y a l  f a ~ u i l y ) ,  a n d  some w e a l t h y  merchaat 

f a m i l i e s  whom h e  d e s c r i b e s  as  h a v i n g  a c h i e v e d  an uFper  class 

life s t y l e ,  The r i d d l e  c l a s s  h e  i d e n t i f i e s  a s  i n c l u d i n g  the 

managemen t  a n 3  t e c h n i c a l  g e r s o n n e l ,  t h e  m e ~ b e r s  o f  t h e  

p r o f e s s i o n s ,  b a ~ e a u c r a t s  a n d  s o  a n  who h a v e  a c h i e v e d  t h e i r  

p o s i t i o n s  by  s e c u l a s  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  educations, a n d  

t h e  s a a l l  c a p i t a l i s t s  and o t h e r  m i d d l e  i n c o m e  g s o u p s  d e p e n d e n t  

u p o n  t r a d i t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n .  The l o w e r  class, h e  ~ a i n t a i n s ,  is 

c o ~ p o s e d  of n a n a d i c  E e d o u i n ,  s e m i n o m a d i c  h e r d s m e n ,  u n s k i l l e d  

w o r k e r s  i n  g o v e r n m ~ s t  and the ~ r i v a t e  s e c t o r -  

T h e  f i r s t  two g r o u p s ,  t h e  u p p r  class a n d  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s ,  

are e a s y  t o  i d e n t i f y  in u e s t e r n  t e r m i n o k o g y ,  However ,  whert t h e  

t h i r d  g r o u p ,  t h e  lower class,  i s  e x a a i n e d ,  c o n c e p t u a l  p r o b l e m  

a r i s e ,  These b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  n o m a d i c  B e d o u i n ,  T w i t c h e l l i s  work oe 

S a u d i  A r a b i a  d o n e  i n  t h e  l a t e  1950's estimates t h a t  78 g e r  

cent of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n , , , i s  s o m a d i c  and B e d o u i n ,  t h e y  would  

number 5,159,000, r a k i n g  t h e  t o t a l .  6 ,634,000,1* { T w i t c h e S l  

1958:139) T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  n o ~ a d i c  Bedouin c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  b u l k  cf 

the p o p u l a t i o n  o u t n u m b e r i n g  t h e  u r b a n i t e s  who were e s t i n a t e d  a t  



r 

1 ,455,000, Does this mean t h a t  f u s t  over  three q u a r t e L s  of t h e  

S a u d i  populatior is l o w e r  class Qr originates from lower c l a s s ?  

g h a t  this does B e a n  is t h a t  t h e  a n a l y s i s  done by  ugh lifts t h e  

n o n a d i c  Bedouin o u t  of h i s  s o c i e t y ' s  norms a n 3  h a s  subjected t h e  

B e d o u i n  t o  w e s t e r n  a n a l y s i s ,  This is f a l l a c i o u s ,  a n d  evidences 

t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of a p p l y i n g  w e s t e r n  c o n c e ~  ts i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  i n  

t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of aon-western  societies, T h e  Bedouin h a v e  

d o n e  much t o  preserve t h e  culture o n  which t h e  ~ a u d i  s t a t e  i s  

b a s e d ,  T i e s  k ~ t w e ~ n  urbanite S a u d i ' s  and t h e  d e s e r t  s o c i e t y  

remain s t r o n g ,  with u r b a n i t e s  f r e q u e n t l y  h o l i d a y i n g  . w i t h  their  

nomadic r e l a t i v e s  i n  t h e  d e s e r t ,  Bany y o u n g e r  B e d o u i n  a re  taking 

a d v a n t a g e  of the k i n g d o m ' s  free education o ~ & o r t u n i t i e s  t o  

o b t a i n  h i g h e r ,  s e c u l a r ,  e d u c a t i o n s ,  Thus t h e  term wlokter classq3 

does n o t  fit t h e  Bedouint e x c e p t  i n  a very special. and highly 

2 u a l i f i e d  way, p r i ~ a r i l y  i n  e c o n o ~ i c  c o r 8 p a r i s o n s  with western 

n a t i o n s ,  w h e r e  f o ~  t h e  purgoses of a r g u m e n t  an  e q u i v a l e n t  a u s t  

b e  found t o  a w e s t e r n  l o v e r  c l a s s ,  T h e  sea inomadic  h e r d s m e n  are 

n o n - 8 r a k s  who are g y ~ s i e s  v h i c h  means thay they c a n a o t  b e  

included i n  t h e  ~ o w ~ f  s t r u ~ t u r e  of t h e  society, w h i l e  most of 

the u n s k i l l e d  a n d  s e m i - s k i l l e d  v o r k e r s  are f o r e i g n e r s  on 

c o n t r a c t ,  ineligible for c i t i z e n s h i p  and  not  a p a r t  of t h e  S a u d i  

society. 

I n  attempting a c l a s s  a n a l y s i s  o f  a n a t i o n  it i~ e s s e n t i a l  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  what d i v i s i o n s  exist i n  &he s o c i e t y ,  a n d  t o  d e f i n e  

t h e  p r e m i s e s  and goals of t h e  a n a l y s i s  p r i o r  t o  i n i t i a t i n g  i t ,  

rather t h a n  a m k i n g  a n  uaqualif ied a s s u m ~ t i o n  t h a t  w e s t e r n  t y ~ e  



class analysis is ~ c s s i b l e -  

This t h e s i s  t a s  e x a m i n e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d  ~ o l i t i ~ a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of s a u d i  ~ r a b i a ,  To d o  s o ,  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e p t s  o f  

p o L i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  h a v e  been used: e l i t e ,  p c l i t i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

a n d  rtlodernizaitj.cn, 'Ehf t i l e o r e t i c a l  b a s e s  of t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  h a v e  I 

k e e n  r e v i e w e d  a n d  t h e i r  a ~ p l i c a b i l i t y  t o  n o n - w e s t e r n  societies 

c o n s i d e r e d ,  T h e  historical a n d  s o c i a l  b a c k g r o u n d  of d e s e r t  

A r a b i a  h a s  been s u m ~ a r i a e d ,  w i t h  e a p h a s i s  a n  Islam, t h e  

r e l i g i o u s  i d e o l o g y  which f o r m s  t h e  b a s i s  of  the A r a b  life, a n d  

which p r o v i d e s  it w i t h  s ~ i r i t u a l ,  s o c i a l ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

d i r e c t i o n ,  T h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  s u @ @ a r y  c o v e r e d  a l s o  t h e  rise t o  

paw e x ,  b y  m i l i t a r y  c o n q u e s t ,  a r e l i g i o u s  r e v i v a l ,  a n d  t r i b a l  

a l l i ances ,  of Rbdul Aziz i b n  S a u d ,  and  h i s  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  

u n i f i e d  kingdom. T h e  c o n s o l  i d a t i o n ,  g r o w t h ,  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  cf 

t h e  S a u d i  s t a t e  is f o l l o w e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  re igns  of Abdu l  Aziz  a n d  

h i s  s u c c e s s o r s ,  Saud and Fa isa l .  In a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

basis of t h e  royal family's l e g i t i m a c y  a n d  s u p p o r t  is n o t e d ,  a s  

a re  t h e  changes f o r c e d  by  n o d e r n i z a t i o n  a n d  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

c o ~ p l e x i t  y o f  modern  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  elite 

structure i t s e l f ,  The F r o c e s s e s  of m o d e r n i z a t i o n  ~ u t  stresses o n  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  social o u t l o o k  of t h e  p e o p l e ,  n e v e r t h e f  ess, t h e y  

l rarned  t o  a d  j u s t  t h o s e  c h a n g e s  u i t h  t h e  o v e r a l l  t r a d i t i o n a l  

Islamic f r a ~ e w u r k ,  The a o d e x n i z a t i c n  of  t h e  s t a t e  is o b s e r f e d  t o  

h a v e  c r e a t e d  a s u b - e l i t e  of t e c h n o c r a t s  and bureaucrats- S u c h  a 

g r o u p ,  however ,  Mas e x c l u d e d  f r o m  d i r e c t  e x e ~ c i s e  o f  power  bp 

t h ~  r o y a l  f a m i l y ' s  retentien of e x e c u t i v e  p c w e r  i n  its own 
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hands,  ~ i r i a l l y ,  a contparison ot S a u d i  Arakiass e l i t e  s tructure ,  I 

p r e s e r v i n g  t r a d i t i c n a l  foras ,  is made w i t h  two of its 

n e i g h b o a r i n g  c c u n t r i e s ,  S a u d i  Arabia is s h o v a  t o  h a v e  t a k e n  a n  

a p p r o a c h  to its p o l i t i c a l  d e v e i o ~ m e a t  u n i q u e  in the Bodern 

world, a n  approach which  seems to h a v e  a i n i m i z f d  t h e  stresses 5 

and s tra ins  of code rn iza t i o n ,  



In c h a p t e r  cae, the Z n t r o d u c t i a n ,  i t  is stated t h a t  S a u d i  

A r a b i a  plays a major role v i t h  r e g a r d  t o  f o r e i g n  a i d  i n  t h e  

T h i r d  World,  A ccatemporary s u r v e 3  d o n e  i n  1979 gives a clear 

p i c t u r e  of S a u d i  A r a b i a n  s u p g o r t  t o  t h e  T h i r d  World, For 

e x a m p l e  : 
"The Arab c i l - ~ r o d u c i n g  c c u n t l i e s  h a d  made g r a n t s  a n d  
l o a n s  t o t a l l i n g  83 bn t o  non-Arab A f r i c a n  c c u n t h i c s  by  
the b e g i n n i o g  of 1978, T h e  Arab Bank f o r  E c o n o ~ i c  
D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  A•’ rica ( B A C E A )  , which s t a f t e d  o ~ e r a t i o n s  
i n  1 9 7 5 ,  a p g r o v e d  j u s t  over  $ 2 6 1 ~ 1  l n  soft l o a n s  t o  
non-members of t h e  A r a b  League d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  two 
years of its o p e r a t i o n s -  The T u n i s i a n  p r e s i d e n t  o f  
EADEB, Dr. C h i z d l i  A y a r i ,  i r s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  A r a b s  were 
n o t  h e l p i n g  Afr ica i n  order t o  repay a d e b t  cE gratitude 
for a n y  s u g p o r t  received f o r  Arab c a u s e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
that of t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s -  , - , $ I  b n  p l e d g e d  by S a u d i  
A r a h a ,  $850~1 w e n t  to t h e  S a u d i  D e v e l o p m e n t  P u n d  fof 
s p e n d i n g  o n  A f r i c a n  projects; $120m was a l l o c a t e d  t o  
B A D E A ,  $ 1 2 ~ 1  BED ( A f r i c a n  Cevefoplnent B a n k ) ,  a n d  $ 2 ~  t o  
t h e  six r e c o g n i z e d  l i k e r a t i o n  movements i n  Southern 
A f r i c a , "  (Legun  3979:75) 

Also, t h e  S a u d i  government h a s  set  u p  i n s t i t u t i o r r s  to deaf u i t h  

t h e  d i s b u r s e m e n t  of d e v e l o ~ m e n t  f u n d s ,  Two e x a ~ p l  es of  this are:  

1, T h e  S a u d i  D e v e l o ~ ~ e n t  Pund ,  loca ted  i n  R i y a d h ,  S a u d i  A r a b i a ,  

which h a s  a n  a u t h o r i z e d  f u n d  of $2,83bn. The s c o p e  of t h i s  

a s s i s t a n c e  is t o  213 c o u n t r i e s ,  

2 ,  Secondly, an Islamic D e v e l o p m e n t  Eank has been e s t a b l i s h e d  

i n  J i d d a  which cf f e r s  ncn-in terest b e a r i n g  project 

financing, e q u i t y ,  f o r e i g n  p a r t i c i p a t i . c n ,  foreign t r a d e  

financing, This money is a v a i l a b l e  t o  Islamic c o u n t r i e s  a n d  

c o m m u n i t i e s ,  (See L e y u u  1379 :73  for f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n )  



W h i l e  f b u  Saud  is s a i d  t a  h a v e  c o n q u e r e d  f o r t y  t r ibes  in 

creating a n 3  uniting h i s  s t a t e ,  f i v e  t r i b a l  g r o u p s  p l a y e d  a 

n a j o r  role,  or were s t r a t e g i c a l l y  i inpor%ant ,  They are: 

'1) S h a m ~ a r  [ l o m a d i c )  

T h e  t r i b e s  of t h i s  g r o u p  wander between S a u d i  Arabia, Iraq, 

and S y r i a ,  T h e y  are c o n s i d e r e d  t o  he n o b l e  aaong the t r i b a l  

groups b e c a u s e  t h e y  r a i s e  caaels ,  This g r o u g  was very  impostant  

t o  ibn Saud b e c a u s e  of t h e  Ottoman p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e i r  area, T h e  

British a l s o  t r i e d  to win o v e r  t h e  f r i e n d s h i p  of  some of t h e s e  

tribes d u r i n g  Hcrld War 1. 3t is alsc noted by TroePler 

(1936:174) t h a t  w-=*From t h e  e c o n o m i c  s t a n d  p o i n t ,  the t r i b e s  of 

northern and  nostheastern Mejd,  e s ~ e c i a l l y  the Shaamar, H a r t ,  

E u t a i r ,  * A w a a i ~ ,  Aman arid D h a f r r ,  had frorn time immemoriaJ. 

m i g r a t e d  i n  autumn towards Kuwait and t h e  Euphrates ' t o  o b t a i n  

the n e c e s s i t i e s  of l i f e i ,  The p o l i t i c a l  e n m i t y  existing b e t w e e n  

Riyadh  and  Baghdad, c o u p l e d  with l o c a l  t r i k a l  t f o u b l s s ,  

i n t e r r u p t e d  these n a t u r a l  m i g r a t o r y  habits, A s  t h e  I r a q i  s t a t e  

began %o take shape and the S a s u d i  pover i n c r e a s e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

issue was c o n p l i c a t d  by t h e  eccnomic cne," 

1 6 4  



2) 3utaPr (Nomad ic )  

T h e s e  tribes range  into the Nejd a n d  also a s  f a r  a s  K u w a i t  

a n d  the E a s t e r n  P r c v i n r e ,  T h e s e  tribes are warlike, f ierce a n d  
\ 

it is  w i t h  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  Ibn Saud was a b l e  t o  l a u n c h  h i s  

famous Ikhwan  novement. Its b e g i n a i n g s  a re  r e l a t e d  b y  Philby 

(1955:261), . i t  c a n  b e  assuraed t h a t  t h e  idea ~f a n o t h e r  

Rahhabi r e v i v a l  h a d  f o r  s o w  t i ~ e  been g e r m i n a t i n g  i n  I b n  

S a ' u d l s  mind a s  an i m p o r t a n t  instrunzena: of p o l i c y ,  He h a d  

h o w e v e r  g r a f t e d  a new c o n c e p t i o n  o n  t h e  n o r r a l  t y p e  o f  s u c h  

revivals, a n d  h a d  ~ a d e  a specia l  point of c o n c e n t f a t i a g  t h e  

e f f o r t s  of $is ~ i s s i o n a r i e s  on t h e  B a d a v i n  t r i b e s ,  w i t h  r e s u l t s  

w h i c h  b e g a n  tc be a F ~ a r e n t  i n  1912, f n  t h a t  year a mixed g r o u g  

of B a r b  and  Hutair trikesmea, d u l y  imgressed b y  t h e  w a r n i n g s  of 

e v e r l a s t i n g  r e t r i k n t i c n  c c n v ~ y e d  t o  them b y  t h e  missionaries ,  

g a t h e r e d  a t  Mari€a, n e a r  Maj&aqa, t o  seek further  information o n  

Zhp matter  fro^ wre a u t h o r i t a t i v e  s o u r c e s ,  -,,The new 

f r a t e r n i t y ,  soon t o  brcome kriown a s  t h e  I k h i a a n ,  o r  B r e t h r e n ,  

3 )  Harb  (Nomadic)  

A very l a r g e  t r i b a l  g roup  located  n e a r  t h e  Red Sea, 5ome of 

t h i s  g r o u F  a l s o  became members of the fkhwan aovenenk- 



4 )  A t a i b a  ( N o m a d i c )  

finether l a rge  t r i b a l  grnuF w i t h  ma in  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a t  Turaba I 
--near Recca* T h i s  t r ike  even i n  t h e  7 9 8 0 ' s  l i v e s  in thf desert 

and when it visits t h e  ci t ies  i t s  meiribers j u s t  gut the ir  t e n t s  1 
i ,I 

u p  o u t s i d e  the city. 

5) p a h t a n  

A t r i b e  that a i d e d  Ikn Saud in scae b a t t l e s ,  

6 )  81-flurra 

A large war l i k e  t r i b a l  g roup  (nobf  e camel t r ibe )  i ~ p o r t a n t  

i n  t h a t  t h e y  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  p o r t s  of the g u l f  of Omaa, and were 

i n  a p o s i t i o n  to a f f e c t  t h e  t r a d i n g  routes from I n d i a ,  

O c c u p i e d  t h e  a r e a  now called t h e  United Arak E a i t a t e s ,  

8) Subai (Nomadic) 

This t r i b e  r a i s e d  camels a n d  was located i n  central Arabia, 





PERCENTAGE YEAR -------- ---- 
CF WUSLIHS -- ---- 

1) Afghanistan 19-80 m i l l i o n  1976 

( H e m b e r s h i ~  s u s p e n d e d )  

2) Algeria 

3) Bahrain 

37-00 mi l l i on  3 97 7 98% 

275,543 197 8 1008 

4) Bangladesh 80.50 ~ i i l i o n  1977 E79E 

151 Cameroun 7-70 n i l l i o n  1976 S S J  

6 )  Chad 3,87 m i l l i o n  1973 57% 

7) Comoros 290,000 1972 SOX 

8 )  Djibouti  125,000 197Y 1005 

10) Gabon 850,000 197 4 45% 

11) Gambia 558,000 1378 85% 

12) Guinea  5-45 m i . 1  lion 1972 97% 

13) Guinea-Bissau 8 U 0 , O Q O  1978 7 Gf 

14) Indonesia 



If an 

'IE r a q  

J o r d a n  

Kuwait 

Lebanon 

L i b y a  

M a l a y s i a  

PSa l d i v e s  

ma l i 

P f i a u r i t a n i a  

Morocco  

Niger 

Oman 

Pakistan 

P a l e s t i n e  ( D c c u p i ~ d )  

Qatar 

Sencyaf  

Soltlal ia 

Sudan 

S y r i a  

Tunisia 

3 4 - 0 0  m i l l i o n  

1 2 - 2 0  % i f l i o n  

2.75 & i l l i o n  

1-30  a i l l i o n  

3 - 0 6  m i l l i o n  

2 - 6 3  a i l l i o n  

12 -53  million 

143,469 

6 . 0 3  m i l l i o n  

1.48 a i l l i o n  

15,3Y million 

4-99 million 

750,000 

75-60 @ i l l i o n  

1.83 1,8251 

20C,000 

5 - 9 0  m i l l i o n  

3.20 m i l l i o n  

1 7 , 0 0  m i l l i o n  

8-30 m i l l i o n  

6 . 0 3  m i l l i o n  

---------------- - 
XThrs is an es t imate  o n l y  since the S t a t e  of P a l e s t i n e  no longer 
exists. & a n y  P a f e s t i n a n s  a r e  C h r i s t i a n  Arabs, P o p u l a t i o n  s h o u n  
is t o t a l  registered refugees  as o t  R a r c h  31,  1981- 



3 6 )  T u r k e y  

37)  U y a ~ d a  

38) U n i t e d  A r a k  E m i r a t e s  

39) Upper Volta 

Y O )  N o r t h  Yeaen 

1 )  South Yeatea 

40-20 m i l l i o n  1975 

12-78  m i l l i o n  197 5 

655,937 1975 100% 

6 -  29 m i l l i o n  1978 6 OF 

SOURCE: S a u d i  Gazette, J a n u a r y  25th, 1981:8-9 ---- 



Appendix Z 

The Exeansion Saudi ~ r q b i a  g o v e r n m e n t  --- -- --- 
from t h e  1930s 2. greseps &y --- - --- 

1 )  Ring R h d l a d a s  Special A d v i s o r  Dr, Bashad P h a r o u n  

2) D e p u t y  P r i m ?  fYiiuister HER Crown Prince 

Fahnd Bi n  Abdul  

Aziz  

* HRB Prince B b d u l f a h  

Ein Abdul Aziz 

Coamander of the Mational 

Guard and S ~ c c n d  D e p u t y  

P r i m  B i n i s t e r  

Deputy Consander of t h e  

N a t i o n a l  Guard 

W i n i s t s y  of Interior est, 

1 9 5 3  { # i n i s t e r  t o  t h e  

King c r e a t e d  i n  1351) 

Deputy ainistsr 

H i n i s t r y  o f  Defence and 

A v i a t i o n  est, 1953 

( f 4 i n i s t e r  to King 

c r e a t e d  in 3944) 

D e p u t y  P i i n i s t e r  

Ministry of F o r e i g n  

Affairs est, 1953 

* P r i n c e  Badr Bin 

Abdul. A z i s  

* Prince Naif Bin 
AbduZ A z i z  

P r i n c e  Pahd TGn 

Bbd A1-Aziz (1965) 

Saudi Family 

* H B H  P r i n c e  S u l t a n  

B i n  Abdul Bziz 

Saudi Family 

-* P r i n c e  Saud 

A1-  E a i s a l  



( 3 i a i s t e r  t o  t h e  

King c r e a t e d  i n  

1931)  

D e p u t y  M i n i s t e r  

3)  r i i n i s t r y  of Petro- 

l e u m  and Einerai  

Resources est, 

1960 

3 )  M i n i s t r y  of Educat ion  

est,  1953 

Deputy Hinister 

1 0 )  a i n - i s t r y  of Haj and 

Endowments 

11) Hinistry a• ’  Lakour and 

S o c i a l  Affairs  est, 

7961 

H i n i s t e r  (197 1) 

D e p u t y  f i inister 

12) r i i n i s t r y  of Comunica-  

tions est .  1 9 5 3  

D e p u t y  Binister 

13) B i n i s t r y  of J u s t i c e  

B, A, (U,S. A. f 

Skeikh Ahmed Zaki 

Yamani 

* S h e i k h  Abdul Aziz 

A l - K h u w e i t e n .  

Hassan I b n  A h d u l l a h  

Tbn Hassan 81-ash 

-Shaykh  (1965) 

3 - A ,  (U.S. A,) 

S h e i k h  fkrahim Al- 

Angari Abd a-Rahman 

Abu a i - k h a y f  ( 1 9 6 5 )  

3, A, ( C a i r o )  

EI, A- {U,S. A- ) 

- Bohammed Omah Tawfig 

( 3  9653 

43, A .  ( U - S ,  A. ) 

- A 1  S h a y k f  {before 

1970) 



b i i i t i e s  i n c l u d e  

Supreme 3u d i c a L  Council 

Sharia  court system) 

14)  M i n i s t r y  of Iaforma t i c n  

es t  3963 ( D r i g i n a l l y  

t h e  General G i r e c t o r a t e  

of  Broadcast ing,  

P r i n t i n g  and Publishirg) 

15) Hinistry of P o s t s ,  

T e l e g r a p h  a n d  T e f e -  

phones est, 19715 

16) w i n i s t r y  o f  I n d u s t r y  and 

Electricity es t ,  1975 

(Originally c a r t  of the 

Fi i n i s t r y  of Ccmmerce 

and Industry est, 1354) 

77) Ministry cf Coamercr! 

e s t ,  1975 

18) onder  Secretary of (at) 

B i n i s t r y  c f  Ccmmerce 

19) B i n i s t r y  of Ccrnnaerce 

Minister (1972) 

Deputy Zinist~r (1372) 

Dr, A l a w i  Darwish 

Ka y yak 

Tir, S o l i ~ a n  A ,  S o l a i n  

Abdul Rahman A l - Z a m i l  

Abid Hohaaed S a l i h  

sfiaykh 

B.A, (Cairo) . 

M,A, (U-5, A , )  

Dr, E u s s e i n  Af-Jazal en 

Yusuf  Yaqubal-Hajiri 





Governor of Basim 

Governor of Tabuk 

Deputy Governor of 

R i  yadh 

Governor of 81-Ahsa 

Governor of t h e  Eastern 

P r o v i n c e  

Governor of Hakkah 

Governor of B e d i n a  

Prince A b d u l  E l a h  B i n  

Abdul Aziz 

P r i n c e  B b d u l  Maje id  

Fririce Sattam Bin 

Abduf Az iz  

Prince flohammed B i n  

Edhad B i n  Jalawi 

Prince Abdul 3ohsi.n 

Bin Jalawi 

Erince na j e d  B i n  Abdul 

Aziz  

Prince Abdul  Mohsin Ein 

Abdul. A z i z  

This i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  k e e n  gathered frog two sources 

7 )  The Saudi Gazet te  during 1981, 

2 )  tiyrop, R, F, e t - a l , ,  HANDBOCX 

S A U D I  A R A B I A  - - -  -----, 1977- 



Appendix P 

Glossary 

AT-Hasa*: The E a s t e z n  ~rovince of S a u d i  R r a h i a ,  L o c a t e d  n e a r  ----- 
the P e r s i a n  G u l f ,  T h e  o i l  fields a r e  f o u n d  i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  

Bedouin: P r i h a f  X y  c r g a n i z e d  A r a b i a n  Nomads. Muhaamad claiaed ----- 
d e s c e n t  f r o @  t h e  Q u r a y s h  a t  Hecca u h o  were a a o n g  t h e  many 
t r i b e s  of t h e  b e d o u i n ,  

E m i r :  A t i t l e  g i v e n  tc great co lamander s ,  Aratiar ,  r u l e r s  o r  ---- 
p r i n c e s ,  T h e  c o m m a n d e r s  often became a i l i t a r g  g o v e r n o r s  cf  
large ~ r o v i n c e s  u n d e r  t h e  * i g t a S  s y s t e g  and h e l d  h i g h  
positions a t  c o u r t ,  

H a d i t h a :  Ora l  t r a d i t i o n  that c a n  ke t r a c e d  t o  a c o m p a n i o n  of --- 
t h e  P r o p b e t  or  t o  the P r o p h e t  !Iohammed, - ( K n a u e s A a s e  
1975: x x i i i )  

Rejaz: A province o f  S a u d i  Arabia l o c a t e d  near t h e  Red S e a ,  
i s  area i s  c e l e b r a t e d  as the b i r t h g l a ~ e  o f  Islam, B o t h  
Hecca  a n d  Med ina  a r e  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  i t s  b o u n d a r i e s ,  

Lkhwan: A Muslim brotherhcod c r e a t e d  by Abdu l -Az iz  around --- 
1912. The t # o  m a j o r  t r i k a l  g r o u p s  the Shammar a n d  t h e  B u t a i n  
(fierce a a d  warlike)  made up a r e a d y  army which A t d u l - A z i z  
was akle t o  c a l l  en a t  rsifl, T h e s e  tribes a n d  the others  who 

' j o i n e d  t h e  l k h w a n  shifted t h e i r  l o y a l t y  f ro@ t h e  t r i b e  t o  
"Godzt, Allah, a n d  t h e  1 itas, 

Imam: Leader o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l ,  A s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r ,  o f f i c i a l l y  -- 
a p p o i n t e d  t o  be t h e  l e a d e r  cf p r a y e r s  i n  the aosqae, This 
p e r s o n  was r e q u i r e d  t o  k e  h e r o i c  o r  of s a i n t l y  v i r t u e ,  

I n s h a l l a h :  If Gcd u i f i s ,  ------- 
T s l a m :  A monotheistic r e l i g i o n  whose  p r o p h e t  is Yuhammad, 
f o u n d e d  i n  t h e  seventh c e t l t u r y ,  S u b m i s s i o n  t o  God's w i l l  
s e m i n s  the p r i i r a r y  d o c t r i n e ,  

H a g :  T h e  c o u r t  h e l d  by t b e  t r i k a f  kings specifically t o  - 
h e a r  o p i n i o n s  of s e n i o r s ,  C o u r t  h e l d  by t h e  K i n g  t o  hear  
a ~ i n i o n s  of i m ~ c r t a n t  sheikhs, 

Fluslim: (Moslem) An a d h e r e n t  to Islana, A true b e l i e v e r ,  ------ 
follower o f  Bu hammad, 

Neig: T h e  c e n t r a l  area or  Saudi A r a b i n ,  -- 
Quwxaq: ( K o r a n )  T h e  sacred book of A l l a h ,  r e v e a l e d  to 





S a u d i  A r a b i a  -- ----- 

Appendix G 

P o p u l a t i o n  of c a p i t a l  c i t i es  and c i t i e s  s f  1CO,000 
and more inhabitants, 

Damman 
Buf u l  
J e d d a h  
Hecca 
f l e d i a a  
Riyadh 
Tat if 

1/3 of p o p u l a t i c n  i n  c i t i e s  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  t h e  current p o p u l a t i o n  
of t h e  c o u n t r y  is a b o u t  7 m i l l i o n ,  K e e p i n g  i n  w i n d  that there 
a r e  n e a r l y  2 rsi i f icn foreigners working in the kingdom, there is 
no indication t h a t  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  i n c l u d e  or e x c l u d e  the 
f o s ~ i g n e r s .  

Source: Uni ted  Mations, 1979 Demcgraphic Year Bcok, T h i r t y  
F i r s t  Issue, E u b l i s h i o g  S e r v i c e  United Nations, 
N , Y I U , S ,  1979, 
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