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ABSTRACT 

The t a s k  u r b a n  s o c i o l o g i s t s  h a v e  set for t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p n e n t  of 

u r b a n  t h e o r y  h a s  b e e n  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and  v a r i a b l e s  

of u r b a n  l i f e .  Urban s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i n  t u r n ,  h a s  been  d e f i n e d  a s  an e f f e c t  of 

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  and  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l .  

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  s t u d y  of u r b a n  s p a c e  h a s  assumed a c e n t r a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  

a n a l y s i s  of u r b a n i s m  a s  a  mode of s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e .  

The t h e s i s  b e g i n s  by q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  a s sumpt ion  t h a t  u rban i sm is  n e c e s s a r -  

i l y  l i n k e d  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m s  of  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Drawing on a 

c r i t i c a l  s u r v e y  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on u rban i sm,  t h e  t h e s i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s o c i a l  

and c u l t u r a l  l i f e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c i t i e s  f i n d s  p a r a l l e l s  i n  n o n - c i t y  s e t t i n g s .  

It a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  few s p e c i f i c  s t r u c t u r e s  and u s e s  of s p a c e  a r e  canmon t o  

a l l  c i t i e s .  

A t t e n t i o n  is t h e n  f o c u s s e d  on u r b a n  t h e o r y .  A c m m u n i c a t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  

of u r b a n  t h e o r i z i n g  is  o f f e r e d .  The pu rpose  of t h i s  a n a l y s i s  i s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  

and s p e c i f y  t h e  o b j e c t  of " u r b a n  t h e o r y " .  Three v a r i a n t s  of u r b a n  t h e o r y  are 

examined.  The q u e s t i o n  is why t h e  a u t h o r s  i n v o l v e d  f a i l  t o  a c c o u n t  for  t h e  

f u l l  r a n g e  of phenomena i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e i r  a n a l y s e s  a s  p r o p e r l y  "urban".  

The c r i t i c a l  r e v i e w  of t h e s e  t h r e e  v a r i a n t s  of  u r b a n  t h e o r y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

"urbanism" is a t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t  p r i m a r i l y .  A s  s u c h ,  "urbanism" is  a  

mode of t h e o r i z i n g  abou t  s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l  and t h e  s p a t i a l  e f f e c t s  of 

i n d u s t r i a l i s m  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  A s  a  c o n s t r u c t  and  a s  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of e m p i r i c a l  

r e a l i t y ,  "u rban i smn  is  u s e d  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  i n  t h e  development  of a g e n e r a l  

t h e o r y  of s o c i e t y  and  of a s t r a t e g y  f o r  s o c i a l  r e f o r m .  

The t h e s i s  a d o p t s  a s  i ts s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  t h e  c r i t i q u e  of  u r b a n  t h e o r y  

o f f e r e d  by !danuel  C a s t e l l s .  The t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of a nuinber of 

a u t h o r s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  C h i c a g o  s c h o o l ,  and g r o u p e d  h e r e  a s  t w o  v a r i a n t s  
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of u r b a n  t h e o r y ,  a r e  examined i n  t h e  l i g h t  of C a s t e l l s '  c r i t i q u e .  F o l l o w i n g  

t h i s ,  C a s t e l l s t  own t h e o r y  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  a n a l y s i s .  It is  t h e n  a r g u e d  t h a t  

h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  u r b a n  t h e o r y  and h i s  c r i t i q u e  of o t h e r s  a l s o  p r o v i d e  what  

i s  p r i m a r i l y  a  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  of s o c i e t y  and  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  

manner ,  C a s t e l l s t  work r e s e m b l e s  t h a t  which  h e  c r i t i c i z e s ,  d e s p i t e  i ts  

d i f f e r e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n .  

The t h e s i s  i s  b a s e d  p r i m a r i l y  on t e x t u a l  criticism. T h i s  h a s  been  

supp lemen ted  by i n s i g h t s  g a i n e d  from f i e l d w o r k  done by t h e  a u t h o r  i n  con- 

j u n c t  i o n  w i t h  a s t u d y  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween canmunica t  i o n  t e c h n o l o g y ,  

t e l e p h o n e  u s e  p a t t e r n s  and u r b a n i z a t  i o n  i n  B r i t i s h  Columb i a .  



Alice d i d n  I t  d a r e  a r g u e  t h e  p o i n t ,  b u t  

went  on: ". ..and I t h o u g h t  I ' d  t r y  and  f i n d  

my way t o  t h e  t o p  o f  t h a t  h i l l . . . "  

"When you s a y  ' h i l l , " '  t h e  Queen i n t e r r u p t e d ,  

"I - c o u l d  s h w  you h i l l s ,  i n  compar i son  w i t h  wh ich  

y o u ' d  c a l l  t h a t  a v a l l e y . "  

"No, I s h o u l d n ' t  , I 1  s a i d  Alice, s u r p r i s e d  i n t o  

c o n t r a d i c t i n g  h e r  a t  l a s t ;  "a h i l l  c a n ' t  be  a 

v a l l e y ,  you know. That  would be  nonsense .  ..I' 

The Red Queen shook  h e r  head .  "You may c a l l  

it ' n o n s e n s e '  i f  you l i k e , "  s h e  s a i d ,  "but I ' v e  - 
h e a r d  n o n s e n s e ,  campared  w i t h  which t h a t  would b e  

a s  s e n s i b l e  a s  a d i c t i o n a r y ! "  

Lewis Car r  011 , 
Thr ouah t h e  Lookina-Glass  

and  What Alice Found The re  

(1896)  
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INTRODUCTION 

The c i t y  is m a n i f e s t l y  a  c o m p l i c a t e d  t h i n g .  P a r t  of 
t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  we e x p e r i e n c e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  i t  c a n  
be  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h i s  i n h e r e n t  complex i ty .  &It our 
problems c a n  a l s o  be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  our f a i l u r e  t o  
c o n c e p t u a l i z e  t h e  s i - t u a t i o n  c o r r e c t l y .  - I f  our c o n c e p t s  
are i n a d e q u a t e  or  i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  we c a n n o t  hope t o  

. 

i d e n t i f y  problems and f o r m u l a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s o l u t i o n s .  

(D. Harvey, 1 9 7 3  : 22 )  

D e s c r i b i n g  t h e  c i t y ,  a s  D .  Harvey s u g g e s t s ,  is  a  doubly  d i f f i c u l t  t a s k .  

On t h e  one hand ,  t h i s  p r o c e s s  i n v o l v e s  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  is both  

a  form of t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and a  sys tem of s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  

c h a r a c t e r i z e  u r b a n  l i f e .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  c i t y  a s  a  p a r t -  

i c u l a r  form of o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  r e q u i r e s  t h e  deployment of c o n c e p t s  

t h a t  c a n  r e p r e s e n t  a d e q u a t e l y  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  of r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  urban 

p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e  u r b a n  s o c i a l  sys tem.  I n  g e n e r a l ,  i n  t h e  socio-  

l o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  concep t  of "urbanismrf h a s  been c a l l e d  

upon t o  perform t h e  t a s k  of d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  of t h e  c i t y  a s  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  form and mode of s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e .  

&I t ,  a s  D.  Harvey a l s o  s u g g e s t s ,  and a s  I a l s o  a r g u e  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  t h e  

deployment of c o n c e p t s  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  u rban  r e a l m  h a s  p r a c t i c a l  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  development of p l a n s  and p o l i c i e s  t h a t  s e e k  t o  s o l v e  t h e  

problems i n  t h e  c i t y .  The a n a l y s i s  of t h e  u rban  s t r u c t u r e  a s  a  form of 

t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of human l i f e  is,  i n  f a c t ,  a l s o  a n  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  s y s t e m  t h a t  produced t h e  u r b a n  form. Moreover, 

t h i s  a n a l y s i s  is a l s o  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  r o l e  and f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  urban 

s p a t i a l  form i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l .  

I n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  I propose t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  e x p l a n a t o r y  r a n g e s  of t h e  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t  of f furbanism" i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s e s s  i ts  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  
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o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  u r b a n  s p a c e ,  u r b a n  l i f e  and 

s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l .  The u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h i s  r e l a t i o n ,  I a r g u e ,  is n o t  

l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  o n l y ;  t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h a s  

p r a c t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  of u r b a n  t h e o r y .  Urban t h e o r y  is 

n o t  m e r e l y  a way of d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  c i t y  b u t  is a l s o  a  way of  i n t e r v e n i n g  i n t o  

u rban  p r o c e s s e s .  Urban t h e o r y  i n  its p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n s  s e r v e s  a s  a  

s c i e n t i f i c  r a t i o n a l e  and a s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  p l a n  f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n t o  t h e  

r e l a t i o n  be tween s p a c e  and s o c i e t y .  

C o n c e p t u a l i z i n g  a b o u t  u r b a n  s p a c e ,  t h e n ,  i m p l i e s  more t h a n  a d e s c r i p t i o n  

of t h e  s p a t i a l  e x t e n s i o n  of one fo rm o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of human l i f e ;  it a l s o  

i m p l i e s  a way of  p r e s c r i b i n g  t h e  u s e s  and f u n c t i o n s  of s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  

s o c i a l  l i f e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween urban 

s p a c e  and u r b a n  l i f e  p r o v i d e s  a l s o  a p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ;  it p r o v i d e s  a 

p r a c t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  social  c o n t e x t  of u r b a n  t h e o r i z i n g  i n s o f a r  as 

t h i s  t h e o r i z i n g  i s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  t h e  development  of  p l a n n i n g  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  

s e e k  t o  implement  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e d e s i g n  of  t h e  u s e s  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  

of s o c i a l  s p a c e .  

It is i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  I a r g u e  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  t h a t  u r b a n  

t h e o r i e s  are n o t  mere ly  d e s c r i p t i v e  a c c o u n t s  of  soc ia l  r e a l i t y  i n  c i t i e s  

b u t  a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  p o t e n t i a l  s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  s o c i a l  r e f o r m  i n  g e n e r a l  t h r o u g h  

t h e  c i t y .  The s t u d y  of "urbanism" as a  mode of  soc ia l  e x i s t e n c e  i n  s p a c e  

i m p l i e s ,  t h e n ,  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  s p a t i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  -- t h e  s o c i a l  u s e s  and  f u n c t i o n s  of s p a c e  -- i n  s o h i a l  l i f e .  

P o l i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  h a v e  a l r e a d y  s t r e s s e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  u s e s  and  f u n c t i o n s  of  u r b a n  s p a c e  n o t  o n l y  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

terms, b u t  a l s o  i n  terms of t h e  development  of  "urbanism" as a mode of  s o c i a l  

l i f e  ( M a g n u s o n ,  1 9 8 1 ) .  Urban s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, h a v e  i n s i s t e d  



on t h e  p r i m a r i l y  s o c i a l  and  c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  of "urbanism" a s  a mode of 

s o c i a l  l i f e .  One u r b a n  s o c i o l o g i s t  t o  h a v e  changed  t h i s  t r e n d  of s o c i a l  

t h e o r i z i n g  a b o u t  u r b a n  l i f e  h a s  been  Manuel C a s t e l l s .  C a s t e l l s l  a n a l y s i s  of 

"urbanism",  a s  I p o i n t  o u t  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  a c c o u n t  

of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  o r g a n i z e  t h e  u r b a n  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  and 

t h e  u r b a n  s o c i a l  s y s t e m .  

B u t ,  a s  I a r g u e  i n  t h e  t h e s i s ,  t h e  k i n d  of s o c i o l o g i c a l  a c c o u n t  t h a t  

C a s t e l l s  p r o v i d e s ,  w h i l e  r i g h t l y  i n s i s t i n g  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  of u rban  

p r o c e s s e s ,  f a i l s  t o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  c m p l e x i t y  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  

c o n t r i b u t e  u r b a n  l i f e  and "urbanism" a s  a mode of s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e .  C a s t e l l s l  

"urbanism" r e d u c e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  be tween t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  s o c i a l  l i f e  

t o  a  m e c h a n i c a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  n o t i o n  of t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  of t h e  u r b a n  s y s t e m  by 

p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  which r e f l e c t  mere ly  t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  of economic  pr messes. 

C o n t r a r y  t o  t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  of "urbanism" as t h e  p o l i t i c a l  form af t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of economic  p r o c e s s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  I a r g u e  "urbanism" is b e s t  under-  

s t o o d  as  a r e l a t i o n a l  c o n c e p t .  "Urbanism" d e n o t e s  b o t h  a  series of r e l a t i o n s  

be tween t h e  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  of social  l i f e ,  s u c h  as  t h e  economic ,  s o c i a l ,  

p o l i t i c a l ,  g e o g r a p h i c a l  and  c u l t u r a l ,  and  it a l s o  d e n o t e s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o c e s s  

t h a t  o r g a n i z e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  be tween  t h e s e  a s p e c t s  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  s p a t i a l  

and  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Thus ,  I a r g u e  t h a t  "urbanism1'  is  b e s t  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  

a c o n c e p t  t h a t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  and  s p a t i a l  i n t e g r a -  

t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of t h e  social  s y s t e m  i n  

g e n e r a  1. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  d e v e l o p  a n  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  

of t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  and  of i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  s y s t e m ,  I p ropose  t o  

a s s e s s  s a n e  of t h e  claims made a b o u t  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  r a n g e s  of "urbanism" i n  

t h e  deve lopmen t  of u r b a n  s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y .  The s o c i o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  
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reviewed i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  h a s  heen w r i t t e n  p r imar i l y  by s o c i o l q i s t s  who saw 

t h e i r  t a s k  a s  t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  and t h e  development of t h e  c e n t r a l  concepts  

of urban theo ry .  The a n a l y s i s  of t h e  concept  of "urbanism" proposed i n  t h i s  

t h e s i s  t r a c e s , .  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  s h i f t i n g  exp lana t a ry  r a n g e s  of 

"urbanism a s  a  way of l i f e  i n  space" i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  on c i t i es .  

The t h r u s t  of t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  however, is very much dominated by Manuel Castells '  

c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  tolvard what he  s e e s  a s  a  l a c k  of a  t h e o r e t i c a l  s p e c i f i c i t y  

i n  urban soc io logy  gene ra l l y .  I n  t h i s  s ense ,  t h e n ,  C a s t e l l s '  c r i t i q u e  h a s  set 

t h e  agenda f o r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  urban t h e o r i e s  reviewed here .  

The t h e s i s  s t a r t s  from an apparent  agreement w i th  C a s t e l l s '  c l a i m  t h a t  

"urbanism" a s  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  ob j ec t  of urban soc io logy  i s  not p roduct ive  of 

gene ra l  knowledge about t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  de t e rmina t ions  and processes  of 

urban l i f e  ( C a s t e l l s ,  1976a and 1977) .  I n  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h i s  cha rge  I under- 

t ake  an examinat ion of what, i f  anything,  t h e  concept  of "urbanism" developed 

by urban s o c i o l o g i c a l  t heo ry  does  e x p l a i n  about  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  of c i t ies .  

This  examinat ion c o n s i s t s  of an i n q u i r y  i n t o  what "urbanism" means i n  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t  t h e o r e t i c a l  sys tems  t h a t  deploy i t  a s  a  t o o l  i n  ga in ing  knowledge 

about t h e  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  of urban l i f e .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  meanings of "urbanism", however, i s  not  a  c a l l  

f o r  a  l i n g u i s t i c  a n a l y s i s  of s o c i a l  t h e o r i z i n g .  Rather than proposing a  

l i n g u i s t i c  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  r e f e r e n t i a l  u s e s  of t h e  term "urbanism", I propose 

a  c r i t i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  exp lana to ry  f u n c t i o n s  performed by 

t h e  no t ion  of "urbanism" i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c o n t e x t s  of s o c i a l  t h e o r i z i n g .  I n  

t h i s  s ense ,  t h e  method I employ resembles  t h a t  of l i t e r a r y  criticism. I n  

t h i s  c a s e ,  however, t h e  " t e x t "  is urban theo ry .  

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  t h e s i s  c o n s i s t s  of a  c r i t i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a  

numSer of s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  t h a t  c l a im  t o  hake expla ined  t h e  s o c i a l  
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s p e c i f i c i t y  of u r b a n  l i f e  a s  a mode of s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  i n  some s e n s e  o r  

o t h e r .  T h e r e f  ore, t h e  t h e o r i e s  I r e v i e w  h e r e  h a v e  been  c h o s e n  for  a t  least  

f o u r  r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  t h e y  were c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a l l  c o n s i d e r  "urbanism" 

a s  a  Durkheimian  s o c i a l  f a c t  o r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  o b j e c t  of  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Second- 

l y ,  t h e s e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  h a v e  been  c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c l a i m ,  i n  s a n e  

form o r  o t h e r ,  t h a t  "urbanism" a s  a c o n c e p t  d e s c r i b e s  a mode of  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of human l i f e  i n  s p a c e .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e y  a l l  claim t h a t  t h e  term 

' lurbanism" h a s  a s p a t i a l  e x t e n s i o n .  T h i r d l y ,  t h e y  were c h o s e n  b e c a u s e  of 

t h e i r  a p p a r e n t  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  u rban  s y s t e m  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  

s o c i a l  s y s t e m  i n  g e n e r a l .  F i n a l l y ,  t h o s e  t h e o r i e s  t h a t  have  been  i d e n t i f i e d  

h e r e  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t r a d i t i o n a l  u r b a n  t h e o r i z i n g  h a v e  been  c h o s e n  

b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  c o n c e r n s  w i t h  t h e  r o l e  of communica t ion  a s  a  form of s o c i a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n  and  as  a v a r i a b l e  i n  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  u r b a n  l i f e ,  and  i n  

t h e  s p a t i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of soc i a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l .  

T h i s  r e v i e w  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  u r b a n  

t h e o r y  made by  t h e  symbol i c  e c o l o g y  s c h o o l ,  t h e  s c h o o l  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

American u r b a n  t h e o r i z i n g  i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  a n d  1 9 6 0 ' s .  The s y m b o l i c  e c o l o g y  

s c h o o l  i n c l u d e s  t h e  work of Walter F i e r y  on t h e  c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c i n g  

l a n d - u s e  p a t t e r n s  i n  Bos ton;  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s o c i a l  

s t a t u s  and  r e s i d e n t i a l  l o c a t i o n  u n d e r t a k e n  by Duncan and Duncan; and  t h e  

s o c i a l  area a n a l y s i s  d e v e l o p e d  by Shevky and B e l l ,  t o  name b u t  a  few of i t s  

b e t t e r  knavn r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  (Boskof f  , 1 9 6 2 ) .  T h i s  e x c l u s i o n  is  e x p l a i n e d  

by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  C a s t e l l s '  c r i t i q u e  h a s  s e t  t h e  agenda  f a r  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  

of u r b a n  t h e o r i e s  t o  be r e v i e w e d .  C a s t e l l s l  a n a l y s i s  of u r b a n  t h e m i z i n g  

h a s  e x c l u d e d  a l a r g e  p o r t i o n  of American u r b a n  t h e o r i z i n g  on t h e  g r w n d s  

t h a t  i ts  c o n c e r n s  were d e f i n e d  i n  c u l t u r a l  terms r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  
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terms r e q u i r e d  of a soc ia l  a n a l y s i s  of  u r b a n  l i f e .  Thus ,  t h i s  e x c l u s i o n  is 

due  t o  C a s t e l l s t  p a r t i c u l a r  d e f i n i t i o n s  of s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a c t s .  Yet t h e  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of t h e  s y m b o l i c  e c o l o g y  s c h o o l  t o  our u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i  o n s h i p  be tween c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and u r b a n  growth must  

be r e c o g n i z e d .  S i n c e  t h i s  t h e s i s  is more c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  

h e u r i s t i c  v a l u e  o f  a  c r i t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  on u r b a n  t h e o r i z i n g  t h a n  it i s  w i t h  

g i v i n g  a  f u l l  r e v i e w  of u r b a n  t h e o r y ,  t h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  r e m a i n s  r e f e r e n t i a l .  

One f u r t h e r  n o t e  must  be  a d d e d :  t h e  communica t iona l  a n a l y s i s  of u r b a n i s m  

proposed  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  d i f f e r s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  f rom t h e  communica t iona l  t h e o r y  

o f f e r e d  by R i c h a r d  Meier i n  A C m m u n i c a t i o n s  Theory of  Urban Growth (1962) .  

While Meier ' s  c o n c e r n  is t o  d e v e l o p  a communica t ions  t h e o r y  of u r b a n  g r w t h ,  

t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  d e v e l o p i n g  a  cominun ica t iona l  a n a l y s i s  of u r b a n  

t h e o r y .  M o r e a v e r ,  Meier 's work i n  communica t ions  is i n f o r m e d  by a  m e c h a n i s t i c  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of  human communica t ion  and of t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on 

s o c i a l  fo rms .  The c m m u n i c a t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  employed i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  is  

in fo rmed  by a r e l a t i o n a l  v iew of c a n n w n i c a t i o n  and soc ia l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

The t h e s i s  i d e n t i f i e s  t h r e e  m a j o r  c a t e g o r i e s  of u r b a n  t h e o r i z i n g  on 

t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  among t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of t h e  soc ia l  s y s t e m  

u n d e r l i n i n g  t h e  u r b a n  s y s t e m  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  c i t y .  

Fo l lowing  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  of v i e w i n g  t h e  c i t y  as t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of modes 

of human e x i s t e n c e ,  I h a v e  s e l e c t e d  t o  name t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

( i )  " t h e  c i t y "  as a c u l t u r a l  c o n s t r u c t ;  ( i i )  " t h e  c i t y "  as  a n  e c o l o g i c a l  

p r o c e s s ;  nad ( i i i )  " t h e  c i t y "  a s  a s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 

t h e s e  t h r e e  farms of  t h e o r i z i n g  a b a u t  t h e  ' u rban  r e a l m ,  ' and of  t h e i r  

r e l a t i o n  t o  e a c h  o t h e r ,  c o n s i s t s  of t h r e e  p a r t s  and a c o n c l u d i n g  d i s c u s s i o n .  

P a r t  I d i s c u s s e s  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of R o b e r t  E .  Park and L o u i s  W i r t h  

t o  u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y .  Both P a r k  a n d  W i r t h  c o n s i d e r  t h e  c i t y  a s  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
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s t a g e  and t h e  s o c i a l  l o c u s  of t h e  u n f o l d i n g  e v o l u t i o n  of  t h e  c u l t u r a l  o r d e r  

of  human e x i s t e n c e .  "Urbanismn i n  t h e i r  p e r s p e c t i v e  is  a  new form of c u l t u r e .  

S i n c e  societies c a n  be  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  by t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  

f o r m s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  P a r k  and W i r t h ,  "urbanism" a s  a new c u l t u r a l  form i s  a n  

i n d e x  of a  new mode of s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e .  

P a r t  I1 e x a m i n e s  t h e  c r i t i c a l  deve lopmen t  of t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  

on u r b a n  g rowth  s u g g e s t e d  by P a r k ' s  a n a l y s i s  of u rban  l i f e .  The u r b a n  t h e o r i e s  

of R.D. McKenzie, W.E. h r g e s s ,  and L e o  F. Schnore  s u g g e s t  a  c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  

t o w a r d s  any a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n  "urbanism" i n  terms of t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of f o r m s  

of c u l t u r e .  For t h e s e  t h e o r i s t s ,  d i s c u s s e d  r e s p e c t i v e l y  i n  C h a p t e r s  3,  4 and  

5 ,  "urbanism" i s  a  s p e c i f i c  e x p r e s s i o n  of d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  

e c o l o g i c a l l y  o r d e r e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  

S p e c i f i c a l l y  , "urbanism" f o r  McKenzie , Burgess  and Schnore  i s  t h e  

t e r r i t o r i a l  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of human e x i s t e n c e .  

"Urbanism" a s  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  o b j e c t  of  e c o l o g i c a l  i n q u i r y  d e s c r i b e s ,  t h e n ,  

a  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f u n c t i o n  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  

Moreover ,  a s  I p o i n t  o u t  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  e x p l a n a t o r y  r a n g e s  of  t h e  

e c o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t  of  u r b a n i s m ,  t h e  s o c i a l  t h e o r y  t h a t  u n d e r l i n e s  t h i s  mode 

of u r b a n  a n a l y s i s  claims t h a t  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i t se l f  ought  t o  b e  under-  

s t o o d  a s  an  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e s  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of human 

a d a p t a t i o n  t o  n a t u r a l  and  s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  T h i s  c l a i m  is, i n  f a c t ,  a n  

e c o l o g i c a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  t h e o r y  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r .  

P a r t  I11 i n v e s t i g a t e s  C a s t e l l s  ' p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  development  of  a 

c r i t i c a l  u r b a n  t h e o r y .  T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  is approached  f r cm two  p e r s p e c t -  

i v e s :  ( i )  on t h e  one  h a n d ,  it e x a m i n e s  C a s t e l l s '  a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  c o n t r i -  

b u t i o n s  of t h e  Chicago s c h o o l  as a n  example  of t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  c r i t i c a l  

t r a d i t i o n  i n  u r b a n  t h e o r i z i n g ;  ( i i )  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  it examines  C a s t e l l s t  
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c r i t i c a l  e f f o r t s  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  "urbanism" a s  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  s y s t e m  of s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s .  C a s t e l l s '  c r i t i c a l  e f f o r t s ,  I a r g u e ,  

a r e  i n t i m a t e l y  bound w i t h  a f o r m a l i s t i c  t r a d i t i o n  of t h e o r i z i n g  a b o u t  social  

r e a l i t y  i n  g e n e r a l .  I i d e n t i f y  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  a s  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  neo-Marxism, 

and l o c a t e  i t s  development  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  t h a t  L o u i s  

A l t h u s s e r  , a  F rench  p h i l o s o p h e r ,  h a s  g i v e n  t o  c e r t a i n  Marxian c o n c e p t s .  Thus 

t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of C a s t e l l s '  u r b a n  t h e o r y  i s  p receded  by a  d i s c u s s i o n  of 

A l t h u s s e r i a n  Marxism. 

The Conc lus ion  l i n k s  t h e  v a r i o u s  t h e o r i e s  of u r b a n  l i f e  on t h e  b a s i s  of 

t h e i r  d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of u r b a n  s p a c e  

and t h e  s o c i a l  sys tem.  A s  I n o t e ,  t h e s e  d i s c u s s i o n s  i n t r o d u c e  c a n m u n i c a t i o n  

a s  a  v a r i a b l e  of  b o t h  t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  and  of t h e  s o c i a l  sys t em.  Canmuni- 

c a t i o n  a s  a  fo rm of t e c h n o l o g y  and a s  a  f o r m  of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  is  r e c o g -  

n i z e d  by t h e s e  t h e o r i s t s  a s  a n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  f a c t o r  i n  u r b a n  development .  For  

some, s u c h  as  f o r  Pa rk  and W i r t h ,  c m m u n i c a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o  be  t h e  b a s i s  o f  

any form of s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  of "urbanism." For o t h e r s ,  s u c h  

a s  f o r  S c h n o r e  and  C a s t e l l s ,  c m m u n i c a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y  p r o v i d e s  t h e  means by 

which  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of s o c i a l  f o r m s  c a n  be  

a c h i e v e d .  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  I a r g u e  t h a t  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  r o l e  of  c a n m u n i c a t i o n ,  

b o t h  a s  a fo rm of t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  a s  a fo rm of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  c a n  make a 

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  a  b r o a d e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of u r b a n  l i fe .  

T h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  a l s o  t o  t h e  development  of a n  i n t e r  d i s c i  p l i n -  

a r y  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  p rob lems  i n  t h e  c i t y .  A s  s u c h ,  it c a n  

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  of u r b a n  p l a n s  and  p b l i c i e s  t h a t  are more 

c o g n i z a n t  of t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  u r b a n  sys t em.  T h i s  

c o g n i z a n c e ,  I a r g u e ,  i s  what  c a n  be d e v e l o p e d  by a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  r o l e  
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of communications a s  a s o c i a l  p rac t i ce  i n  t h e  production of urban and s o c i a l  

forms. 



PART I 

'URBANISM' AS THE CULTURAL ECOLOGY OF CIT IES:  

THE CONTRISUTIONS OF ROBERT E. PARK AND LOUIS W I R Y  



INTRODUCTION TO PART I 11 

From a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i t  seems o b v i o u s  t h a t  one of  t h e  main 

t a s k s  o f  u r b a n  t h e o r y  ough t  t o  b e  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t h e  dynamics 

of  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  u r b a n  s p a c e .  Urban t h e o r y  ough t  t o  e x p l a i n  

t h e  v a r i o u s  f u n c t i o n s  and u s e s  o f  s p a c e  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  F a i l i n g  t h i s ,  it 

is  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  u rban  t h e o r y  s h o u l d  s p e c i f y  a t  l e a s t  what t h e  e x p l a n a t o r y  

l i m i t s  of  t h e  term "urban"  migh t  be .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  u r b a n  t h e o r y  ough t  t o  

p r o v i d e  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween u rban  phenomena and o t h e r  s o c i a l  phenomena i n  

g e n e r a l  ( s e e  C a s t e l l s ,  1976b) .  

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  

u rban  s p h e r e  h a s  been  t h e  domain o f  u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y .  Wi th in  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  

t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y  o f  u r b a n  phenomena v i s - a - v i s  o t h e r  

s o c i a l  phenomena h a s  n o t  been  c o n s i d e r e d  p r o b l e m a t i c .  T h i s  s p e c i f i c i t y  h a s  

been  d e f i n e d  a s  g i v e n  by p h y s i c a l  r e a l i t y :  "u rban t t  d e n o t e s  wha teve r  o c c u r s  

i n  ci t ies.  To p u t  i t  a n o t h e r  way, w h a t e v e r  h a p p e n s  w i t h i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  - 

b o u n d a r i e s  of c i t i e s  q u a l i f i e s ,  a t  least  i n  t h e o r y ,  a s  a  d i s t i n c t  o b j e c t  of  

t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  "urbanism" a s  a d i s t i n c t  fo rm o f  s o c i a l  

l i f e  . 
Obvious ly ,  f rom a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  u rban i sm a s  a 

d i s t i n c t  f e a t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l  mus t  set o u t  f rom a n  i n v e s t i g a -  

t i o n  o f  a set o f  series o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  a p p e a r  - i n  c i t ies .  

However, i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y ,  t h e  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  r e g a r d  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  e n t i t y  o f  t h e  c i t y  a s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  e n t i t y  o f  

urbanism a s  a mode of  s o c i a l  l i f e  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a number o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  

c o n f u s i o n s .  One of t h e  most  p r e v a i l i n g  c o n f u s i o r s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  a p p a r e n t  

c o n t e n t s  of u rban i sm -- t h e  m a n i f e s t  c u l t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  i n  c i t i e s  --  c a n  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  deve lopmen t  o f  u rban i sm a s  a  

d i s t i n c t  mode of l i f e .  T h i s  a s s u m p t i o n  rests on a p a r t i c u l a r  v i ew of  t h e  
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development  of  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l .  Wi th in  t h i s  

v iew,  t h e  social s t r u c t u r e  i s  s e e n  a s  a  c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t ;  s o c i a l  l i f e  is ,  

i n  f a c t ,  a s u b - s e t  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  c u l t u r e .  Thus,  "urbanism" is  

b o t h  a  c u l t u r a l  fo rm and an i n d e x  of  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

S i n c e  c i t i e s  a p p e a r  a s  t h e  dominant  s p a t i a l  f o r m s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  

human l i f e  i n  s p a c e  i n  Western s o c i e t y ,  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  

"urbanismt1  is ,  i n  f ac t ,  a n  e v o l u t i o n a r y  form o f  Western  c u l t u r e .  

The a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  r e s p o n s i -  

b l e  f o r  t h e  s p a t i a l  and s o c i a l  f o r m s  of  u r b a n  l i f e  h a s  been  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  

t h e  " c u l t u r a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e " 1  by t h e  u r b a n  s t u d i e s  o f  t h e  Ch icago  s c h o o l  

of  s o c i o l o g y .  T h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  on u r b a n  phenomena h o l d s  t h a t  c h a n g e s  i n  

t h e  c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  o f  human l i f e  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  emergence  of  new 

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and t h e i r  f o r m s  of  e x p r e s s i o n s .  One o f  t h e s e  new f o r m s  o f  

e x p r e s s i o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i s  "urbanism a s  a way of  l i f e .  112 

Two r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  are  R o b e r t  E. Pa rk  (1864-1944) and 

L o u i s  Wir th  (1897-1952).  For b o t h  t h e s e  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  "u rban i smt1  as  a 

s o c i a l  phenomenon s i g n a l e d  an h i s t o r i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  

l i f e  of human communi t ies .  

For  t h e s e  two  s c i e n t i s t s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  u rban  

s p a c e  i l l u s t r a t e s  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  c u l t u r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  

emergence  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  f o r m s  o f  l i f e  i n  c i t i e s .  The w r i t i n g s  o f  

P a r k  and  W i r t h  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  

c i t i e s  -- s u c h  as  l a n d  u s e  p a t t e r n s  and t h e  s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l ,  

economic  a n d  c u l t u r a l  f u n c t i o n s  -- i s  t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i ts  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  t h e  development  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  

l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l .  To p u t  i t  i n  o t h e r  terms, b o t h  P a r k  and Wi r th  advanced a  

p e r s p e c t i v e  on u r b a n  l i f e  t h a t  l o c a t e d  t h e  p r i m a r y  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  o rgan-  
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i z a t i o n  o f  u r b a n  s p a c e  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  terms of  t h e i r  a c t u a l  and  p o t e n t i a l  

c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  what t h e y  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  o r d e r  and  i ts e v o l u t i o n .  

The f o l l o w i n g  t w o  c h a p t e r s  p r e s e n t  a  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of 

Park  and Wir th  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  u r b a n  phenomena. C h a p t e r  1 d i s c u s s e s  P a r k ' s  

t h e o r e t i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  development  of  a  c u l t u r a l  e c o l o g y  o f  u rban  

l i f e .  C h a p t e r  2 p r e s e n t s  Wi r th '  s c r i t i c a l  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e  on u rban  l i f e  d e v e l o p e d  by Park .  



CHAPTER 1 ROBERT E . PARK : "URBAN1 SM" AS THE SOCIOLOGICAL EX PRESSION 

OF HUMAN NATURE 

P a r k ' s  e s s a y s  on t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  of cwnmuni t ies  would c e r t a i n l y  f a i l  

t h e  tes t  of a r i g o r o u s  t h e o r e t i c a l  framework f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  and i n t e r p r e t -  

a t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t s  and e v e n t s  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  Yet, t h e s e  

e s s a y s ,  i n  t h e i r  wide-ranging e x p l o r a t i o n s  of t h e  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  of  t h e  

t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  fo rms ,  make a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

t o  what migh t  be  termed a s  a  s o c i a l  t h e o r y  of s p a c e .  G e n e r a l l y ,  t h i s  

a s p e c t  of P a r k ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of urban f o r m s  h a s  been under-  

p layed  i n  f a v o u r  of t h e  c r i t i c a l  e v a l u a t i o n  of  h i s  c o n c e p t s  of  "urban 

c u l t u r e "  and "urban s o c i e t y .  I' 
1 

P a r k ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  of c i t i e s  was s p a r k e d  by h i s  d a y s  

a s  a  newspaper r e p o r t e r  d u r i n g  which he had t o  make r e g u l a r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

t o  t h e  Sunday papers :  

I found t h a t  t h e  Sunday paper  was wi1l in .g  t o  p u b l i s h  
a n y t h i n g  a s  l o n g  a s  it was concerned  w i t h  l o c a l  c o r n u n i t y  
and was i n t e r e s t i n g .  I wro te  abou t  a l l  s o r t s  of 
t h i n g s  and became i n  t h i s  way i n t i m a t e l y  a c q u a i n t e d  
w i t h  many d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s  of c i t y  l i f e .  I e x p e c t  
t h a t  I have a c t u a l l y  covered  more ground t r a m p i n g  
a b o u t  c i t i e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t h e  world ,  t h a n  
any  o t h e r  l i v i n g  man. Out of a l l  t h i s  I g a i n e d ,  
among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  a  c o n c e p t i o n  of t h e  c i t y ,  t h e  
community, and t h e  r e g i o n ,  n o t  a s  a  g e o g r a p h i c a l  
phenomenon merely ,  b u t  a s  a  k ind  of  s o c i a l  organism.  
( P a r k ,  1 9 5 2 : v i i i  ) 

From h i s  r e p o r t e r  days ,  Park  formed t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  on 

s o c i a l  s p a c e  and on urban f o r m s  t h a t  h e  l a t e r  d e f i n e d  a s  'human e c o l o g y , '  

2 
and which h a s  become known a s  ' s o c i a l  e c o l o g y . '  B r i e f l y ,  human eco logy  

r e f e r s  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  s o c i a l  e f f e c t s  of t h e  dynamics of t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h e  p h y s i c a l  environment  

of human b e i n g s .  I n  P a r k ' s  v iew,  human eco logy  was d e s t i n e d  t o  uncover  
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t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  upon which t h e  dynamics  o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  were founded.  

Once u n c o v e r e d ,  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  were t o  s e r v e  a s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  

e c o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  a l l  i ts f o r m s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n .  The 

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  however ,  i n  P a r k ' s  v iew 

were t o  b e  l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  human n a t u r e .  I n  P a r k ' s  

a n a l y s i s ,  human n a t u r e  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  c u l t u r a l  and 

s o c i a l  f o r m s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  human l i f e .  

Thus, a  p e r s i s t e n t  theme i n  P a r k ' s  w r i t i n g s  on c o m m u n i t i e s  and urban  

f o r m s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  c a n  b e  s e e n  a s  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  of 

human n a t u r e  i tself  (Pa rk ,  1 9 5 0 ;  1 9 5 2 ;  1 9 6 9 ) .  I n  h i s  c e l e b r a t e d  e s s a y  t h a t  

l aunched  American u rban  s o c i o l o g y ,  "The C i t y  : S u g g e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  I n v e s t -  

i g a t i o n  o f  Human Behaviour  i n  t h e  Urban Envi ronmentf '  ( l Y l 6 ) ,  Park  o b s e r v e s  

t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  c i t y  s h o u l d  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  u l t i m a t e l y  

as t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  human n a t u r e :  

The c i t y  is  n o t ,  i n  o t h e r  words ,  m e r e l y  a  p h y s i c a l  mechanism 
and  a n  a r t i f i c i a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  It i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  
v i t a l  Drocess  of  t h e  ~ e o ~ l e  who comDose it: it i s  a 
p r o d u c t  o f  n a t u r e ,  anh  p k - t i c u l a r l y '  o f  human n a t u r e .  
(1952:13)  [Emphas is  added  .] 

Urbanism a s  a mode of l i f e ,  a s  a  p r o d u c t  o f  human n a t u r e , a n d  a s  a 

s o c i o l o g i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  is a l s o  a d i s t i n c t l y  new c u l t u r a l  fo rm i n  P a r k ' s  

p e r s p e c t i v e .  T h i s  new c u l t u r a l  fo rm is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  dominance o f  

s e c o n d a r y  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  o v e r  p r imary  o n e s .  T h i s  new c u l t u r a l  form,  t h e n ,  

p o i n t s  t o  t h e  g r a d u a l  weakening of t r a d i t i o n a l  k i n s h i p  t ies  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r -  

i z e d  s m a l l  a n d  r u r a l  communi t ies .  T h i s  g r a d u a l  weakening  o f  f a m i l y  t ies  

p roduces  an  i n c r e a s i n g  s e n s e  o f  i s o l a t i o n  and a l o s s  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  t h e  

community. F i n a l l y ,  it is  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  l e v e l s  o f  s o c i a l  

d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  u r b a n  areas. The emergence  o f  what  Pa rk  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  

"moral r e g i o n s "  or t h e  s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
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its " t a s t e s  and temperament" s i g n a l s  t h e  a r r i v a l  of a  d i s t i n c t l y  new 

c u l t u r e :  u rban  c u l t u r e  ( l952:46-51).  T h i s  d i s t i n c t l y  new c u l t u r a l  form, 

t h e n ,  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  by a  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  s o c i a l  psyche 

and s o c i a l  r o l e s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  ( l952:46-51).  

H o ~ e v e r ,  P a r k ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  " d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n "  of 

s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  c i t i e s  i s  n o t  t h e  lament of t h e  romant ic  who sees t h e  l o s s  

of an  i d y l l i c  s t a t e  of s o c i a l  c o h e s i o n  and i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  

of t h e  community. On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  P a r k ' s  a s sessment  of t h e  s o c i a l  

" d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n "  of t h e  urban community i s  a  t e s t i m o n i a l  t o  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  

march of Western c i v i l i z a t i o n .  The p r o g r e s s  of Western c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  f o r  

Pa rk ,  i s  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  v i c t o r y  of human s p i r i t ;  i t  i s  t h e  v i c t o r y  of  

r a t i o n a l i t y  over  magic ,  of  man's t r iumph over  n a t u r e  (Park ,  1952:133).  The 

p r o g r e s s  o f  Western c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  s t o r y  of t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of 

t h e  " r a t i o n a l  man" and of h i s  env i ronment :  t h e  c i t y .  

I n  P a r k ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is  t h e  p roduc t  of t h i s  

p r o g r e s s i v e  e v o l u t i o n .  Theref o r e ,  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

by t h e  v a r i o u s  fo rms  assumed by t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of  " r a t i o n a l i t y "  a s  t h e  

e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e  of Western c i v i l i z a t i o n .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  forms 

of r a t i o n a l i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  P a r k ' s  argument ,  w i l l  r e v e a l  n o t  o n l y  t h e  

d e t e r m i n i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  b u t  a l s o  

t h e  d e g r e e  o f  t h e i r  development,  o r  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of  

c u l t u r e  i n  g e n e r a l .  Urban c u l t u r e  a s  an  e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t a g e  i n  t h e  develop-  

ment of c u l t u r e  i n  g e n e r a l  w i l l  b e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  number of d i s t i n c t  

s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  These c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  i n  t u r n ,  w i l l  be  t h e  s o c i o -  

l o g i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  of  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  r a t i o n a l i t y  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  

d r i v i n g  f o r c e  of t h e  p r o g r e s s  of c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

The development of u rban  c u l t u r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Park,  is  p r e d i c a t e d  on 
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a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r :  i t  is  p r e d i c a t e d  on t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

t h e  "urban  i n d i v i d u a l "  a s  a " u n i t  o f  t h o u g h t  and a c t i o n "  who relies i n c r e a s -  

i n g l y  more on h i s  "wits" ( r a t i o n a l i t y )  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e  (1952:74).  

W i l e  t h i s  form o f  s u r v i v a l  t e n d s  t o  d e s t r o y  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r m s  o f  s o c i a l  

a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  it a l s o  g i v e s  rise t o  a  f r eedom unknown t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  o f  a 

more t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y .  T h i s  f r eedom i s  t h e  f reedom f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  

of i n d i v i d u a l i t y .  The e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

P a r k ,  b e n e f i t s  s o c i e t y ;  i t  f o s t e r s  s o c i a l  i n n o v a t i o n  .and, t h e r e f o r e ,  it 

f o s t e r s  s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s .  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  c i t y  becomes t h e  i d e a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of  human b e h a v i o u r :  I t .  . , in 

t h e  f r eedom o f  t h e  c i t y  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l ,  no  m a t t e r  how e c c e n t r i c ,  f i n d s  

somewhere a n  env i ronmen t  i n  which h e  c a n  expand and b r i n g  what  i s  p e c u l i a r  

i n  h i s  n a t u r e  t o  some s o r t  of e x p r e s s i o n . "  ( P a r k ,  1952:86)  

T h i s  v i ew o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  f r eedom f o r  

i n d i v i d u a l  e x p r e s s i o n  and s o c i a l  d i v e r s i t y  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  

Emi le  Durkheim's  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between u rban  f o r m s  and  

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l .  For Durkheim (1933) ,  "urbanism" a s  a 

s o c i a l  form is  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  i n  a  s o c i e t y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by " o r g a n i c  

s o l i d a r i t y , "  o r  a  h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  

f u n c t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e .  "Organic  s o l i d a r i t y "  d e n o t e s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

s t a g e s  o f  t h e  development  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  and its f o r m s  o f  

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  c i t ies ,  where  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  i s  compr i sed  

o f  a h i g h  d e g r e e  o f  s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s ,  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  as a  s o c i a l  

c a t e g o r y  a l s o  emerges  as a  s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

(Durkheim, 1 9 3 3 ) .  

I n  s o c i e t i e s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a s o c i a l  s o l i d a r i t y  b a s e d  on t r a d i t i o n s  

and  c u s t o m s  ( 9 n e c h a n i c a l  s o l i d a r i t y t ' ) ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  were bound t o  a t e r r i t o r y  



t o  a  g r e a t e r  degree .  The s t r o n g h o l d  o f  t r a d i t i o n  a c t e d  bo th  a s  a  c o n s t r a i n t  

on e m i g r a t i o n  and immigrat ion of  f o r e i g n  e l e m e n t s .  People were r e l u c t a n t  

t o  b r e a k  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n s ,  s i n c e  s u c h  an a c t  would t h r e a t e n  t h e  f a b r i c  of  

t h e  " c o l l e c t i v e  s e l f "  of t h e  c m m u n i t y .  But once  developments  i n  t h e  

s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of  l a b o u r  a l t e r e d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  

s o l i d a r i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Durkheim, i n d i v i d u a l s  no l o n g e r  f e l t  c o n s t r a i n e d  

by t r a d i t i o n ,  and t h e  road  f o r  e x p l o r a t i o n  and i n n o v a t i o n  was open. The 

e n s u i n g  m i g r a t i o n  of people  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  new t y p e  of c i t y  composed o f  

h e t e r o g e n e o u s  p o p u l a t i o n s .  The d i v e r s i t y  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n s  and t h e  d e n s i t y  

of t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  g r o u p s  f o s t e r e d  a new form of 

s o c i a l  l i f e .  For Durkheim, c i t ies  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  l o c u s  of s o c i a l  develop-  

ment and of s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s :  

Indeed ,  g r e a t  c i t i e s  a r e  t h e  u n c o n t e s t e d  homes of 
p r o g r e s s ;  it i s  i n  them t h a t  i d e a s ,  f a s h i o n s ,  cus toms ,  
new n e e d s  a r e  e l a b o r a t e d  and t h e n  s p r e a d  over  t h e  rest 
of  t h e  coun t ry .  When s o c i e t y  c h a n g e s ,  it is  g e n e r a l l y  
a f t e r  them and i n  i m i t a t i o n .  (1933 1.18933 296 ) 

Compare Durkheim's v i s i o n  of t h e  c i t y  a s  a  m i n i a t u r e  complex o f  s o c i e t y  

i n  g e n e r a l  w i t h  P a r k ' s  n o t i o n  t h a t  " t h e  c i t y  i s  t h e  microcosm i n  which is 

r e f l e c t e d ,  o f t e n  i n  advance of  t h e i r  a c t u a l  appearance ,  changes  impending 

i n  t h e  macrocosm . I 1  (1952:137) For  b o t h  Durkheim and Park,  c i t i e s  a r e ,  i n  

e f f e c t ,  t h e  " s o c i a l  l a b o r a t o r i e s "  ( P a r k ,  1 9 5 2 )  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  of  t h e  evo lu -  

t i o n  of s o c i a l  fo rms ,  t h e i r  complex o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h e  l o c i  f o r  t h e  

r e a l i z a t i o n  of  i n d i v i d u a l  human p o t e n t i a l .  But w h i l e  f o r  Durkheim, t h i s  

s t u d y  l e d  t o  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  of a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y  of i n d i v i d u a l  fo rms  

a s  s o c i a l  r a t h e r  than  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  phenomena, f o r  Park ,  t h e  same i n v e s t -  

i g a t i o n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  human n a t u r e  was t h e  key t o  e x p l a i n i n g  s o c i a l  o r d e r  

and s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n .  P a r k ' s  s o c i e t y  is  n o t  s u i  g e n e r i s ,  r a t h e r ,  it is  

an e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ;  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  "temperament"; of human 



n a t u r e .  I n  P a r k ' s  view, s o c i e t y  i s  n o t h i n g  more  o r  less t h a n  t h e  d i a l o g u e  

o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  i n  which t h e y  e n t e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u s t a i n  

t h i s  d i a l o g u e  : 

It is  d u e  t o  t h e  i n t r i n s i c  n a t u r e  o f  s o c i e t y  and o f  
o u r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  we o r d i n a r i l y  f i n d  o u r  
s o c i a l  problems embodied i n  t h e  p e r s o n s  and t h e  
b e h a v i o u r  of i n d i v i d u a l s .  It i s  b e c a u s e  s o c i a l  
p rob lems  s o  f r e q u e n t l y  t e r m i n a t e  i n  p rob lems  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l  b e h a v i o r  and  b e c a u s e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  
a re  f i n a l l y  and f u n d a m e n t a l l y  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  
t h a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e  and b e h a v i o r  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  are  
t h e  c h i e f  s o u r c e s  of o u r  knowledge o f  s o c i e t y .  
(1952 :81)  

The c i t y  a s sumes  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  l a b o r a t o r y  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e  f o r  t h e  

s t u d y  o f  human n a t u r e .  S i n c e  human n a t u r e  i s  t h e  b a s i s  of  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  

Park  a r g u e s ,  t h e  c i t y  a s  a  " l a b o r a t o r y "  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a  l a b o r a t o r y  f o r  t h e  

s t u d y  o f  s o c i e t y  a t  l a r g e .  

The b a s i c  u n i t  of  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  P a r k ' s  s o c i a l  t h e o r y  i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  

Fo r ,  a s  Pa rk  s t a t e s ,  it i s  u l t i m a t e l y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who e n t e r s  i n t o  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s .  -Social r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  are  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  o f  p e r s o n a l  

b e h a v i o u r s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s .  S o c i e t y  i s  composed o f  t h e s e  a g g r e g a t e s  o f  

p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .  The r a n g e  o f  t h e s e  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  and  b e h a v i o u r s ,  

i n  t u r n ,  is  i n d e x i c a l  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a g e  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  human 

i n d i v i d u a l i t y  a s  a  c u l t u r a l  fo rm.  S o c i a l  l i f e  and  s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  P a r k ,  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  human p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of  

c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i t y .  

However, s o c i a l  l i f e ,  w h i l e  b a s e d  on a f r eedom o f  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l  d i v e r s i t y ,  r e q u i r e s  a c e r t a i n  d e g r e e  o f  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l .  

M i l e  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of  i n d i v i d u a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  f o s t e r s  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  and 

and e v o l u t i o n ,  i t  a l s o  d i s o r g a n i z e s  and d i s r u p t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  fo rms .  

D i v e r s i t y  t h r e a t e n s  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  S i n c e  c h a n g e  i s  t h e  

r e s u l t  of t h e  a b s e n c e  of c o n t r o l  o v e r  i n d i v i d u a l  f o r m s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n ,  



s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  becomes p r o b l e m a t i c .  I n  P a r k ' s  s o c i a l  t h e o r y ,  t h e n ,  s o c i a l  

c o n f l i c t  is  a problem o f  n e g o t i a t i o n  be tween i n d i v i d u a l s  and  s o c i e t y .  From 

P a r k ' s  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  it would a p p e a r  

t h a t  i n  a  s o c i e t y  dominated  by a  d i v e r s i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  f o r m s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  

t h e r e  would b e  a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  a b s e n c e  o f  f o r m s  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  However, 

a s  Pa rk  a r g u e s ,  a n  a b s e n c e  of  e x p l i c i t  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  fo rms  of  

e x p r e s s i o n  d o e s  n o t  imply  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  i n  g e n e r a l .  

I n  t h e  o f t e n  t r o u b l e d  d i a l o g u e  be tween i n d i v i d u a l s  and s o c i e t y ,  t h e r e  

a p p e a r s  a  m e d i a t o r :  c u l t u r e .  C u l t u r e  m e d i a t e s  be tween t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and 

s o c i e t y .  The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  f o r m s  o f  t h i s  m e d i a t i o n  is, i n  f ac t ,  t h e  

h i s t o r y  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i t s e l f .  S i n c e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i s  t h e  s t o r y  of  t h e  

" t r iumph  o f  man o v e r  n a t u r e , "  it is ,  i n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

e v o l u t i o n  o f  human r a t i o n a l i t y .  I n  a n  u r b a n  env i ronmen t  where  humans have  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  f r m  n a t u r e  and  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  d e g r e e  

and f o r m ,  t h i s  m e d i a t i o n  assumes  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  r a t i o n a l  form and comes t o  

d o m i n a t e  mos t  f o r m s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  and  s o c i a l  l i f e .  

The dominance  o f  t h i s  r a t i o n a l i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Pa rk ,  is m a n i f e s t  i n  

t h e  dominance  o f  s e c o n d a r y  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  o v e r  p r i m a r y  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  

o r  i n  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  l o s s  of  i n f l u e n c e  of  " spon taneous  i n t e r a c t i o n s "  be tween 

s u c h  p r i m a r y  g r o u p s  a s  t h e  f a m i l y ,  t h e  c h u r c h ,  t h e  s c h o o l  and  t h e  immedia t e  

s m a l l  community.  The problem of s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  a s sumes  a  d i f f e r e n t  form i n  

u r b a n  s o c i e t y  t h a n  it d i d  i n  t h e  more  t r a d i t i o n a l  r u r a l  communi t i e s .  S o c i a l  

c o n t r o l  i n  u r b a n  s o c i e t y  becomes a problem o f  r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l .  I n  o t h e r  

words ,  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  i n  u rban  s o c i e t y  becomes t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  manipula-  

t i o n  of c u l t u r e .  For Pa rk ,  t h i s  i s  e v i d e n c e d  by t h e  growth  o f  t h e  i m p o r t -  

a n c e  of a d v e r t i s i n g  and p u b l i c i t y  i n  t h e  economy and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  

modern cities. Through a d v e r t i s i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  ' t a s t es '  c a n  b e  c o n t r o l l e d  



by c r e a t i n g  and m a n i p u l a t i n g  m a r k e t s  f o r  p r o d u c t s .  Through p u b l i c i t y ,  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  e d u c a t i o n  of  d i v e r s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  c a n  b e  c o o r d i n a t e d  and mani- 

p u l a t e d  i n t o  p o t e n t i a l  v o t e r s .  P u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l -  

i t y  of  s o c i a l  s u r v e y s ,  emerges  a s  a  new and  more a b s t r a c t  form o f  s o c i a l  

and p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  i n  u rban  l i f e .  

Accord ing  t o  Pa rk ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  form 

of r a t i o n a l  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l ,  one  must  s t u d y  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  e d u c a t e  

and i n f o r m  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  These i n s t i t u t i o n s  a r e  t h e  media  s u c h  a s  news- 

p a p e r s ,  r a d i o  and  t e l e v i s i o n ,  and t h e  r e s e a r c h  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  d e s i g n  and 

c o n d u c t  s u r v e y s  and  e d u c a t i o n a l  campa igns  f o r  " t h e  improvement o f  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  community l i f e "  ( P a r k ,  1 9 5 2 : 4 5 ) .  A l l  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  " p u b l i c  o p i n i o n "  a s  a  new 

form o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l :  

A s  a  s o u r c e  of  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  becomes 
i m p o r t a n t  i n  s o c i e t i e s  f o u n d e d  on s e c o n d a r y  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p s ,  o f  which g r e a t  c i t i e s  are a  t y p e .  I n  t h e  c i t y  
e v e r y  s o c i a l  g r o u p  t e n d s  t o  create i ts  own m i l i e u  and ,  
a s  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  become f i x e d ,  t h e  mores t e n d  t o  a c -  
commodate t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h u s  c r e a t e d .  
I n  s e c o n d a r y  g r o u p s  and i n  t h e  c i t y  f a s h i o n  t e n d s  t o  
t a k e  t h e  p l a c e  o f  cus tom,  and p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  mores ,  b e c m e s  t h e  dominan t  f o r c e  i n  s o c i a l  
c o n t r  01. 

I n  a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  p u b l i c  
o p i n i o n  and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  i t  i s  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  f irst  o f  a l l  t h e  a g e n c i e s  
and  d e v i c e s  which have  come i n t o  p r a c t i c a l  u s e  i n  t h e  
e f f o r t  t o  c o n t r o l ,  e n l i g h t e n ,  and e x p l o i t  it. 
(1952 :45) 

For P a r k ,  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  cit ies i s  a l s o  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  new f o r m s  

o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  The i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  r e p e r t o i r e  o f  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of  

s o c i a l  and  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  i m p l i e s  a g r e a t e r  f reedom f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  

e x p r e s s i o n .  However, i t  a l s o  r e s u l t e d  i n  a g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  o f  s o c i a l  

d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a more  c e n t r a l i z e d  form o f  
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s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  C u l t u r e  a s  a  m e d i a t i n g  and c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r c e  i n  t h e  

d i a l o g u e  be tween i n d i v i d u a l s  and s o c i e t y  h a s  been  c a l l e d  upon t o  per form a  

more a c t i v e  b u t  less v i s i b l e  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  More 

a c t i v e  b e c a u s e  it h a s  t o  c o o r d i n a t e  a  more d i v e r s e  and  h e t e r o g e n e o u s  

p o p u l a t i o n  i n t o  a  'community'  o f  i n t e r e s t s ,  and less v i s i b l e  b e c a u s e  i ts  

c o e r c i o n  i s  more  a b s t r a c t .  It c a n  o n l y  c o e r c e  by a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  m u l t i -  

t u d e s  o f  t a s t e s  and  t emperamen t s ;  t h u s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f u n c t i o n  p r o p e r l y  it must 

be  more g e n e r a l  and more a b s t r a c t .  

On a  more  p r a c t i c a l  l e v e l ,  t h i s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  new 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s o c i a l  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  l i f e  i n  

t h e  c i t y .  These  i n s t i t u t i o n s  are formed i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o v i d e  r a t i o n a l  

s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  p rob lems  o f  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of  i n d i v i d u a l  and  s o c i a l  ends .  

Hence P a r k ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  c i t i e s  c r e a t e  new c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  b o t h  a s  

i n d i v i d u a l  f o r m s  of e x p r e s s i o n  and a s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  f o r m s  o f  s o c i a l  

c o n t r o l .  One o f  t h e s e  new f o r m s  o f  c u l t u r e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  P a r k ,  i s  s o c i o -  

l o g y  i t s e l f .  S o c i o l o g y  is  b o t h  a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  r e s e a r c h  and a n  a t t e m p t  

t o  p r o v i d e  r a t i o n a l  s o l u t i o n s  f o r  s o c i a l  problems.  I n  P a r k ' s  v i ew,  s o c i o -  

l o g y  makes t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f rom m e t a p h y s i c s  t o  a s c i e n t i f i c  program: 

L a r g e l y  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  e x p e r i m e n t s  which t h e s e  new 
a g e n c i e s  [ s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  a g e n c i e s  s u c h  as  j u v e n i l e  
c o u r t s ,  p a r e n t - t e a c h e r  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  community 
c e n t e r s ,  etc.] a re  making, a new s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  i s  
coming i n t o  e x i s t e n c e .  Under t h e  i m p e t u s  which t h e  
s o c i a l  a g e n c i e s  h a v e  g i v e n  t o  s o c i a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a n d  s o c i a l  r e s e a r c h ,  s o c i o l o g y  i s  c e a s i n g  t o  b e  a 
mere p h i l o s o p h y  and is assuming more and more t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  of  a n  e m p i r i c a l ,  i f  n o t  a n  e x a c t ,  s c i e n c e .  
(1952  :61) 

P a r k  d o e s  n o t  d i f f e r e n t d a t e  be tween t h e  s t u d y  of  s o c i a l  f o r m s  

and o f  u r b a n  f o r m s  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  i n  f ac t  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  same 

h i s t o r y  o r  t h e  same p r o c e s s  o f  e v o l u t i o n :  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

c u l t u r a l  s t a g e s  and  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  of  s o c i a l  e v o l u t i o n .  The fac t  t h a t  
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Park  l o c a t e s  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  e v o l u t i o n  n o t  i n  an  h i s t o r i c a l  

a n a l y s i s  of " s o c i a l  f a c t s "  (Durkheim, 1 9 6 6 )  b u t  i n  an  undeve loped  c o n c e p t  

of  human n a t u r e  l e a v e s  him w i t h  h a v i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of  s o c i a l  

o r d e r .  I n  o t h e r  words,  i f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  and o f  s o c i a l  

l i f e  i s  g i v e n  i n  human n a t u r e ,  t h e n  why i s  it t h a t  p e o p l e  h a v e  t o  b e  made 

t o  submi t  t o  c o n s t r a i n t s  imposed by t h e  w i l l s  o f  o t h e r s ?  

Moreover ,  s i n c e  t h e  p r o g r e s s  of c i v i l i z a t i o n  -- o f  c u l t u r e  i t se l f  -- 

c o n s i s t s  o f  a d i a l o g u e  between t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and community,  and s i n c e  

c h a n g e s  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  of i n d i v i d u a l  i n i t i a t i v e s  which r e q u i r e  a f reedom 

f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  how i s  i t  t h a t  s o c i a l  o r d e r  -- a common set o f  

c u s t o m s ,  b e h a v i o u r s ,  l aws ,  t r a d i t i o n s  and f o r m s  of  a c t i o n s  -- p e r s i s t s  ove r  

time and s p a c e ?  To Park ,  i t  a p p e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m a t i c  t o  b e  s o l v e d  by 

s o c i o l o g i c a l  i n q u i r y  was t o  f i n d  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  c h a r a c t -  

erist ics o f  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  and f o r  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  by which t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r -  

istics h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  and s u r v i v e d  i n  h i s t o r y .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  what  i s  t h e  

n a t u r e  of  t h e  " s o c i a l  bond?" 

To i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  which e s t a b l i s h  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e  a s  opposed 

t o  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e ,  Park d e v i s e d  a s p e c i a l  app roach :  h e  f o r m u l a t e d  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e s  of human e c o l o g y  o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  n a t u r e  o f  human 

t e r r i t o r i a l  communi t i e s .  T h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  was a l s o  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  s t u d y  

of u r b a n  phenomena i n  g e n e r a l .  

I n  h i s  e s s a y  "Human Ecology"  (1952 kg363 ), Park  o u t l i n e s  t h e  

p h i l o s o p h y ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  and  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  human e c o l o g y  as  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  b r a n c h  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  human c m r n u n i t i e s .  

I n  h i s  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e  e x p l a n a t o r y  p o t e n t i a l s  of  human e c o l o g y  i n  t h e  

s o c i a l  realm, P a r k  n o t e s  t h a t  Darwin h i m s e l f  u s e d  a  " s o c i o l o g i c a l  

p r i n c i p l e l 1  i n  o r d e r  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  wha t  h e  t o o k  t o  be  a b i o l o g i c a l  f ac t  



( P a r k ,  1952 :146) .  To i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s ,  h e  q u o t e s  f rom A r t h u r  Thomson's 

Darwinism a n d  Human L i f e :  

It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  it was t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
t o  o r g a n i c  l i f e  o f  a s o c i o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e  -- t h e  
p r i n c i p l e ,  namely,  of ' c m p e t i t i v e  c o o p e r a t i o n  ' -- 
t h a t  g a v e  Darwin t h e  f i r s t  c l u e  t o  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  
of h i s  t h e o r y  of  e v o l u t i o n .  

' H e  p r o j e c t e d  on o r g a n i c  l i f e , '  s a y s  Thomson, ' a  
s o c i o l o g i c a l  i d e a , '  and  ' t h u s  v i n d i c a t e d  t h e  r e l e v a n c y  
a n d  u t i l i t y  of  a s o c i o l o g i c a l  i d e a  w i t h i n  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  
realm. ' (Pa rk ,  1952 : l 4 6 )  

The p h i l o s o p h y  u n d e r l y i n g  P a r k ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  human e c o l o g y  ccxnbines 

two Darwin ian  n o t i o n s :  ( i )  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of a l l  

l i v i n g  o r g a n i s m s ,  o r  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  I t t he  web of l i f e ,  I '  and ( i i )  a p a r t i c u l a r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  of " t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e . "  The c o n c e p t  

of  t h e  " s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e "  a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  by P a r k  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  

p r o c e s s  is t h e  mechanism of t h e  " b a l a n c e  of n a t u r e . "  I n  o t h e r  words,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  P a r k ,  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e  of  t h i s  " s t r u g g l e  f o r  

e x i s t e n c e , "  k e e p s  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  o r g a n i s m s ,  similar 

and d i f f e r e n t  a l i k e ,  i n  a s t a t e  o f  b a l a n c e .  Thus, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Pa rk ,  'I. ..it 

i s  by means of t h i s  e l e m e n t a r y  c o m p e t i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s p e c i e s ,  t h e  

s u r v i v o r s  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f i n d  t h e i r  n i c h e s  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  env i ronmen t  

and i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o r r e l a t i o n  o r  d i v i s i o n  of  l a b o u r  be tween d i f f e r e n t  

s p e c i e s . "  (1952:147)  

I n  t h e  s o c i a l  r e a l m ,  P a r k ' s  c o n c e p t  o f  " t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e f f  

e x p l a i n s  a d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  of n a t u r a l  b a l a n c e .  The s o c i a l  w o r l d ,  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  Pa rk ,  i s  a l s o  a t y p e  of o r g a n i s m .  T h i s  organism h a s  a d i f f e r e n t  n a t u r e  

t h a n  t h e  sum o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who compose it. AS 

s u c h ,  i t s  " s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e "  is d e t e r m i n e d  more by t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  

e f f o r t s  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a n  by t h e i r  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  

s u r v i v a l .  I n  P a r k ' s  v iew,  t h e n ,  s o c i e t y  as  an  e c o l o g i c a l  o rgan i sm i s  



c h a r a c t e r i z e d  and  m a i n t a i n e d  by some fo rm o f  c o o p e r a t i o n :  

It i s  when, and t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t ,  c m p e t i t i o n  d e c l i n e s  
t h a t  t h e  k i n d  of  o r d e r  which  we c a l l  s o c i e t y  may b e  s a i d  
t o  e x i s t .  I n  s h o r t ,  s o c i e t y ,  f rom t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  
o f  view, and i n s o f a r  a s  i t  is a  t e r r i t o r i a l  u n i t ,  i s  j u s t  
t h e  a r e a  w i t h i n  which b i o t i c  c m p e t i t i o n  h a s  d e c l i n e d  and 
t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  h a s  assumed h i g h e r  and more 
s u b l i m a t e d  f  orms. (1952 : l5O)  

P a r k ' s  s o c i e t y  emerges  f rom t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  r ea lm o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  and is 

t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  an o r g a n i c  sys t em t h a t  m a i n t a i n s  i t s e l f .  T h i s  e q u i l i b r i u m  

r e f l e c t s  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  sub - sys t ems  t h a t  compose it .  

These s u b - s y s t e m s ,  i n  t u r n ,  a r e  t h e  economic ,  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  a s p e c t s  

of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  human l i f e .  The d i s t i n c t  i d e n t i t y  o f  any  s u c h  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Park ,  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  c o o p e r a t i v e  i n t e r -  

dependence  o f  s u b - s y s t e m s  o v e r  time. 

Changes i n  t h i s  i d e n t i t y ,  o r  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  

s o c i a l  l i f e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Park ,  are r e f l e c t i v e  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  o f  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  be tween t h e  sub - sys t ems  t h a t  compose t h e  s o c i a l  

organism.  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  r e l a t i o n s  o f  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e ,  however,  do  n o t  

o c c u r  r andomly ;  t h e y  show l a w - l i k e  t e n d e n c i e s ,  i .e . ,  t h e y  r e f l e c t  a  c e r t a i n  

t y p e  of  o r d e r .  The p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  make t h i s  o r d e r  i n t e l l i g i b l e ,  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  P a r k ,  a r e  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  n o t i o n s  o f  "dominance1' and " s ~ c c e s s i o n . ~ '  

The n o t i o n  o f  "d~ in inance"  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  outccme o f  " t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  

e x i s t e n c e . "  It t e l l s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  how a s p e c i e s  came t o  win and  m a i n t a i n  

an a d v a n t a g e o u s  p o s i t i o n  o v e r  o t h e r  s p e c i e s  i n  a n  e c o l o g i c a l  t e r r i t o r y .  

"Dominance," a c c o r d i n g  t o  Park ,  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  human s o c i e t i e s  

as well ;  it te l ls  t h e  s t o r y  of how d i f f e r e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  came t o  dominate  

and m a i n t a i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e .  

The n o t i o n  o f  ' ~ s ~ c c e s s i o n ' ~  i n  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  s e n s e  d e s i g n a t e s  s imp ly  

t h e  o r d e r  of s e q u e n c e s  t h r o u g h  which  a n  e c o l o g i c a l  community p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  



i ts  l i f e - s p a n .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  it r e f e r s  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  o f  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e s  be tween members o f  a s p e c i e s ,  be tween d i f f e r -  

e n t  s p e c i e s ,  and between s p e c i e s  and  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t .  I n  t h e  s o c i a l  realm, 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  P a r k ,  t h i s  s y s t e m i c  c h a n g e  i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a n  b e  best s e e n  and 

s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  " c u l t u r a l  ~ o m m u n i t y . ~ ~  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n ,  i n  P a r k ' s  v i e w ,  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  o f  

s e q u e n c e s  o f  deve lopmen t  i n  t h e  most  d r a m a t i c  way: 

The c u l t u r a l  community d e v e l o p s  i n  comparab le  ways t o  
t h a t  o f  t h e  b i o t i c ,  b u t  t h e  p r o c e s s  i s  more c o m p l i c a t e d .  
I n v e n t i o n s ,  a s  well a s  sudden  o r  c a t a s t r o p h i c  c h a n g e s ,  
seem t o  p l a y  a  more i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  
ser ia l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  t h a n  i n  t h e  b i o t i c  
community.  &It t h e  p r i n c i p l e  i n v o l v e d  seems t o  be  sub -  
s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  same. I n  a n y  case, a l l  o r  most f u n d a m e n t a l  
p r o c e s s e s  seem t o  be f u n c t i o n a l l y  r e l a t e d  and d e p e n d e n t  
upon c o m p e t i t i o n .  (1952 : l 5 3 )  

I n  o r d e r  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  P a r k ' s  p o s s i b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  a n a l y s e s  o f  

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  it is  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e c a l l ,  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h a t  Pa rk  

c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  s o c i a l  o r d e r  p r o b l e m a t i c  

b e c a u s e  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n d i v i d u a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s ta tes  b o t h  p r i m a r y  t o  and  

a s  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  p sycho logy  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  More- 

o v e r ,  h e  a l s o  v i ewed  t h e  g o a l s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  t o  be  i n  a n  a n t a g o n i s t i c  

r e l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  and aims o f  s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l .  T h e r e f o r e  it  

comes a s  n o  s u r p r i s e  t h a t  i n  h i s  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  of  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  h e  

p r o v i d e s  two  sets o f  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  b o t h  d e r i v e d  t h r o u g h  a n a l o g i e s  w i t h  t h e  

e c o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of  b i o l o g i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Both t h e s e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  and  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  c o u l d  c o e x i s t  

q u i t e  p e a c e f u l l y  i n  a  c o m p e t i t i v e  c o o p e r a t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  r u b r i c  of  human 

e c o l o g y .  Human e c o l o g y  c o u l d  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  s e p a r a t e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l  and  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  f o r  t h e i r  c o n f l i c t s ,  and f o r  t h e i r  c o e x i s t e n c e  

i n  c o o p e r a t i o n .  The b i o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  upon which t h e s e  a c c o u n t s  c o u l d  



b e  b a s e d  s e r v e d  t o  u n i t e  t h e  g o a l s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  and  o f  s o c i e t y  i n t o  a 

ha rmon ious  " n a t u r a l "  law o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  u n d e r l i e s  a l l  f o r m s  of  l i f e :  

b i o l o g i c a l ,  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l .  While t h e  o r g a n i z i n g  p r i n c i p l e  o f  human 

s o c i e t y  on t h e  b i o t i c  l e v e l  i s  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  i ts most  e l e m e n t a r y  fo rm,  

c o m p e t i t i o n  among i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  t h e  o r g a n i z i n g  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s o c i e t y  

e m e r g e s  a s  a  fo rm of c o o p e r a t i o n .  T h i s  c o o p e r a t i o n  i s  t h e n  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  

e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  e q u i l i b r i u m  o f  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e .  

The me thods  by which t h i s  e q u i l i b r i u m  i s  a c h i e v e d  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  P a r k ,  a r e  c o m n u n i c a t i o n  and c o n s e n s u s :  

The f a c t  seems t o  b e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  human s o c i e t y ,  a s  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f rom p l a n t  and a n i m a l  s o c i e t y ,  i s  
o r g a n i z e d  on two l e v e l s ,  t h e  b i o t i c  and  t h e  c u l t u r a l .  
T h e r e  i s  a  s y m b i o t i c  s o c i e t y  b a s e d  on c o m p e t i t i o n  and 
a  c u l t u r a l  sbciety b a s e d  on- communica t ion '  and  c o n s e n s u s .  
A s  a m a t t e r  of  f a c t  t h e  two s o c i e t i e s  are mere ly  d i f f e r -  
e n t  a s p e c t s  of  o n e  s o c i e t y ,  which ,  i n  t h e  v i c i s s i t u d e s  
a n d  c h a n g e s  t o  which t h e y  a r e  s u b j e c t  r e m a i n ,  n e v e r t h e -  
less, i n  some s o r t  of m u t u a l  d e p e n d e n c e  e a c h  upon t h e  
o t h e r .  (1952:157) [ ~ m ~ h a s i s  a d d e d d  

Accord ing  t o  Pa rk ,  communica t ion  and  c o n s e n s u s  c r e a t e  and  f o s t e r  a 

community o f  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  t i e  p e o p l e  i n t o  an  a c t u a l  canmuni ty .  I n  P a r k ' s  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e  term " s o c i e t y "  is n o t  synonymous w i t h  t h e  term "community". 

The "community" i n  P a r k ' s  s o c i o l o g y  r e f e r s  t o  a n  e c o l o g i c a l  o b j e c t ;  i t  

d e s i g n a t e s  " t h e  h a b i t a t  i n  which a l o n e  s o c i e t i e s  grow up" (1952:183) ;  it 

is t h e  l o c a t i o n  and t h e  p h y s i c a l  b a s e  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The term 

" s o c i e t y " ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  r e f e r s  t o  a "community o f  i n t e r e s t s " ,  i .e., 

t o  a community t h a t  i s  - n o t  g i v e n  p h y s i c a l l y  o r  b i o l o g i c a l l y ,  b u t  must  b e  

a r r i v e d  a t  by some means. The r e l a t i o n s  o f  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  be tween o rgan i sm 

and s u b - s y s t e m s  i n  t h i s  e c o l o g i c a l  community a r e  o r g a n i z e d  by communicat ion 

and c o n s e n s u s  a b o u t  ..common g o a l s  : 

S o c i e t y ,  however,  a l w a y s  i n c l u d e s  s o m e t h i n g  more t h a n  
c o m p e t i t i v e  c o o p e r a t i o n  and  i ts  r e s u l t i n g  economic 
i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e .  The e x i s t e n c e  o f  a s o c i e t y  p re -  



s u p p o s e s  a  c e r t a i n  amount of s o l i d a r i t y ,  c o n s e n s u s ,  
and  common purpose .  The image  of  s o c i e t y ,  i n  t h e  
n a r r o w e r  s e n s e  o f  t h e  term, is b e s t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
f a m i l y ,  t h e  t r i b e ,  t h e  n a t i o n .  S o c i e t i e s  a r e  fo rmed  [ ,  

f o r  a c t i o n  and i n  a c t i o n .  They grow u p  i n  t h e  e f f o r t s  
o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  act c o l l e c t i v e l y .  The s t r u c t u r e s  
which  s o c i e t i e s  e x h i b i t  are on t h e  whole  i n c i d e n t a l  
effects o f  c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n .  L i v i n g  i n  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  g e t s  h i s  i n t e r e s t s  d e f i n e d  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
t h e  l a r g e r  a ims  o f  t h e  g r o u p  o f  which h e  is  a member. 
I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  and t o  t h i s  e x t e n t ,  s o c i e t y  c o n t r o l s  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who compose i t ,  (1952:181) 

P a r k ' s  s o c i e t y  i s  a n  e c o l o a i c a l  o rqan i sm b e c a u s e  i t  emerqes  from a 

b i o l o g i c a l  b a s e  and  i s  c o n t i n u o u s  w i t h  it. The s o c i a l  o rgan i sm r e f l e c t s  

t h e  o p e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  o r d e r .  The s u r v i v a l  of 

t h i s  o r g a n i s m  -- o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  -- rests on i t s  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  t o  

c o n t r o l  t h e  c o m p e t i t i v e  d r i v e s  o f  i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  members. The v a r i o u s  

l e v e l s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  P a r k ,  r e p r e s e n t  v a r i o u s  

l e v e l s  o f  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o v e r  t h e  r a n g e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n s :  

It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  a l s o  t h a t  t h e s e  d i v e r g e n t  s o c i a l  
o r d e r s  seem t o  a r r a n g e  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a  k i n d  of  h i e r -  
a r c h y .  I n  f a c t  t h e y  may b e  s a i d  t o  fo rm a  pyramid of 
which  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  o r d e r  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  b a s e  and  
t h e  m o r a l  o r d e r  t h e  a p e x .  Upon e a c h  s u c c e e d i n g  o n e  
of t h e s e  l e v e l s ,  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l ,  economic ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  
a n d  m o r a l ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f i n d s  h i m s e l f  more c o m p l e t e l y  
i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  and s u b o r d i n a t e d  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  
o f  which h e  i s  a p a r t  upon t h e  p r e c e d i n g .  (1952:157) 

The "apex" o f  t h i s  h i e r a r c h y  -- " t h e  m o r a l  o r d e r "  -- is  t h e  m i l e s t o n e  

o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  j o u r n e y  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Its powers t o  c o n s t r a i n  

i n d i v i d u a l s  i n d i c a t e  whe the r  i ts  r e g u l a t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  h a v e  t o  b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  

f rom t h e  o u t s i d e ,  o r  whe the r  t h e y  h a v e  been  i n t e r n a l i z e d .  Accord ing  t o  

P a r k ,  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n  o f  " t h e  m o r a l  o r d e r "  i s  

communica t ion .  

P a r k ,  l i k e  t h e  American p r a g m a t i s t  p h i l o s o p h e r  John Dewey, asserts 

t h a t  " s o c i e t y  e x i s t s  i n  and t h r o u g h  communica t ion"  (1952 : l 7 4 ) .  Cmnun ica -  

t i o n  is a dynamic  p r o c e s s ,  it c h a n g e s  t h o s e  who engage  i n  i t ;  it t r a n s f o r m s  
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t h o s e  who communicate by t h e  a c t  of t h e i r  communication. I f  communication 

is  what makes s o c i e t y  pos s ib l e ,  t h e n ,  accord ing  t o  Park, a l l  t h e  f a c t o r s  

t h a t  l i m i t ,  i n t e r f e r e  o r  enhance communication w i l l  b e  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  

formation of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Geography, l o c a t i o n ,  d i s t a n c e ,  t h e  

s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of popula t ions  -- s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  -- a c t  a s  v a r i a b l e s  

of s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  because they  a r e  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  process  of 

ccxnmunication. 

Hence, t h e  s tudy  of s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  such a s  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  organ- 

i z a t i o n  of urban space f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  assumes a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  study of 

s o c i a l  l i f e .  C i t i e s  a s  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r u c t u r e s  w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  s p e c i f i c  c a s e s  

of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  A s  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  they 

i n f l u e n c e  t h e  processes  of cmmunica t ion  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  t hey  a f f e c t  t h e  

n a t u r e  of s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and c u l t u r a l  forms wi th in  t h e i r  boundaries.  

The o rgan iza t ion  of space,  i n  Pa rk ' s  view, r e f l e c t s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a g e  

of t h e  development i n  t h e  evo lu t ion  of an e c o l o g i c a l  community, whether 

b i o l o g i c a l  o r  s o c i a l .  Moreover, i n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  evo lu t ion  of t h e  

t e r r i t o r i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  " s o c i a l  community," t h i s  o rgan iza t ion  does 

no t  merely c o n s t r a i n  but a l s o  c r e a t e s  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  communication and 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  By c r e a t i n g  such o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  t h e  

o rgan iza t ion  of space  f o s t e r s  t h e  development of new forms of a s s o c i a t i o n s  

i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  These changes,  i n  t u r n ,  po in t  t o  changes i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  

o rde r  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of human l i f e .  

In  P a r k ' s  view of "urbanism," modern c i t ies  r e p r e s e n t  a  new form i n  

t h e  development of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of human communities. 

These modern c i t ies  s i g n a l  t h e  development of new forms of c u l t u r a l  organ- 

i z a t i o n .  To quo te  Park : ". . .ecology conce ives  s o c i e t y  a s  fundamentally a  

t e r r i t o r i a l  a s  well a s  c u l t u r a l  .o rganiza t ion .  So f a r  a s  t h i s  conception 
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is v a l i d ,  it assumes t h a t  most i f  n o t  a l l  c u l t u r a l  changes i n  s o c i e t y  w i l l  

be c o r r e l a t e d  wi th  changes i n  i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  o rgan iza t ion ,  and every change 

i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  and occupat iona l  d i s t r i b u t i , o n  of t h e  popula t ion  will 

a f f e c t  changes i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c u l t u r e s . "  (1952:231) It is  t h u s  no t  

s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  Park concludes t h a t  I t . .  . t h e  evo lu t ion  of s o c i e t y  is, the re -  

f o r e ,  i n  one of i t s  a s p e c t s ,  t h e  evo lu t ion  of a  t e r r i t o r i a l  o rganiza t ion ."  

Pa rk ' s  S o c i a l  Theory and Urban Sociology 

Pa rk ' s  program f o r  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s tudy  of urban l i f e  a s  a "socio- 

l o g i c a l  exp re s s ion  of human na ture"  (1952:13) s u g g e s t s  t h a t  we ought t o  

cons ide r  c i t i e s  p r imar i l y  a s  a  microcosm of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  general .  

It a l s o  sugges t s  t h a t  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  ought t o  be undertaken a s  an  

i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  evo lu t ion  of c u l t u r e .  In o t h e r  words, t h e  s tudy  of urban 

forms i n  P a r k ' s  i n q u i r y  i m p l i e s  t h e  s tudy  of t h e  development of c u l t u r a l  

forms and t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  o rgan iza t ion .  Such an i n q u i r y ,  accord ing  t o  

Park, l e a d s  u s  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of fo rmula t ing  a  "genera l  t heo ry  of 

s o c i a l  change" (l952:187) : 

I f  i t ' s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  processes  which we can s tudy  
i n t e n s i v e l y  and a t  f i r s t  hand i n  t h e  c i t y  a r e  a t  
a l l  comparable with t hose  l a r g e r  s e c u l a r  changes 
which t h e  h i s t o r i a n ,  from h i s  wider hor izon ,  has  
observed,  then it i s  p o s s i b l e  -- us ing  t h e  urban 
community a s  a  u n i t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  -- n o t  merely 
t o  r e p o r t  but t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  processes  of c i v i l -  
i z a t i o n .  (1952 : l87)  

Moreover, a s  Park con t inues  t o  a rgue ,  'I . .  . i f  movement, m ig ra t i on ,  and 

commerce a r e  s o  immediately a s s o c i a t e d  with s o c i a l  changes a s  h a s  been 

suggested,  t hen  mob i l i t y  may be taken  a s  an index of s o c i a l  change." (1952: 

187) .  Mobi l i ty ,  t h e n ,  i n  P a r k ' s  program, assumes t h e  r o l e  of an index of 

t h e  ' s o c i a l  f a c t s '  of h i s t o r i c a l  change. This  index  of change can a l s o  be 
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l y , "  i .e., s p a t i a l l y  a s  changes.  i n  l o c a t i o n ,  and " v e r t i c a l l y , "  i .e., i n  

terms of s t a t i s t i c s  on occupat iona l  m o b i l i t y  of  by changes i n  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  

For Park, t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  measurement of m o b i l i t y  l i es  

i n  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  t o  r e v e a l  and exp re s s  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  and q u a l i t a t i v e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of forms of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  such a s  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  

and s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s  over a  geographical  t e r r i t o r y  and i n  a  common c u l t u r a l  

realm. The b e s t  " s o c i a l  l abo ra to ry"  f o r  such measurements of s o c i a l  i n t e r -  

a c t i o n ,  accord ing  t o  Park, i s  t h e  c i t y  i t s e l f ,  s i n c e  t h i s  i s  "where t h e  

movements of popula t ion  a r e  t h e  g r e a t e s t  and t h e  i n c i d e n t a l  c l a s h e s  of person- 

a l i t i e s  and c u l t u r e s  a r e  most i n t e n s e "  (lY52:188) : 

I f  c i t i e s  have always been t h e  c e n t e r s  of c i v i l i z a t i o n  
and i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e ,  i t  i s  p a r t l y  because they  a r e  
t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  meeting p l aces  of s t r a n g e r s  and t h e  
c e n t e r s  of news. The s t i r ,  t h e  b u s t l e ,  and t h e  
v i v a c i t y  of c i t y  l i f e  a r e  but t h e  r e f l e c t i o n s  of 
t h a t  i n t e n s e r  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  of which we have sought 
t o  make an a b s t r a c t i o n  and t o  measure i n  terms of 
m o b i l i t y .  (1952:188) 

Yet what e x a c t l y  i s  t h i s  " in t ense r  s o c i a l  l i f e "  r e f e r r i n g  t o ?  What 

a r e  we measuring by i t s  ' i ndexes ' ?  What a r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h i s  

" in t ense r  s o c i a l  l i f e  , I 1  i ts r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t s ,  and i ts primary processes  or 

r e l a t i o n s ?  In  o t h e r  words, how can w e  d e s c r i b e  i t ,  and how can w e  i n v e s t -  

i g a t e  o r  ana lyze  i t s  c o n s t i t u t i v e  or c o n s t i t u e n t  p rocesses?  

Since,  i n  P a r k ' s  views, mob i l i t y  can be taken  a s  an index  of change i n  

t h e  c u l t u r a l  o rgan iza t ion  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i t  can a l s o  s e r v e  a s  an index of 

change i n  t h e  "moral o rder"  or  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of s o c i e t y .  Mobi l i ty  

i n  Pa rk ' s  soc ioLogica1  terms r e f e r s  t o  changes i n  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  and 

occupat iona l  s t a t u s .  Pos i t i on  and s t a t u s ,  however, i n  Pa rk ' s  schema, do 

no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  have an economic r e f e r e n c e ,  nor an economically determined 

pos i t i on  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l abour .  I n  o the r  words, Park ' s  concept  of 
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s o c i a l  s t a t u s  does  not  d e s i g n a t e  economic r e l a t i o n s ,  nor does it r e f e r  t o  

s o c i a l  c l a s s  p o s i t i o n s  determined by t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  means of 

product ion.  I n s t e a d ,  P a r k ' s  concept of s o c i a l  s t a t u s  i s  de r ived  f r a n  a 

theory  of t h e  primacy of c u l t u r a l  o rgan iza t ion  i n  t h e  de t e rmina t ions  of t h e  

scope and shape  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  Hence, s t a t u s  f o r  Park i s  an exp re s s ion  of 

a  c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i o n :  a  change i n  t h i s  exp re s s ion ,  such a s  t h e  r a t e  or 

i n t e n s i t y  of  m o b i l i t y ,  p o i n t s  t o  a change i n  c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  and, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  i n  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  i n  genera l .  

The e v o l u t i o n  of human communities from a  " b i o t i c "  form o f '  

o rgan iza t ion  t o  a  more a b s t r a c t  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  a  h igher  t ype  of organ- 

i z a t i o n  of i n t e r a c t i o n ,  i s  a l s o  accompanied by an evo lu t ion  of t h e  organiza-  

t i o n  of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e s e  i n t e r a c t i o n s .  Hence, changes i n  

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i .e . ,  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  f a b r i c  of t h e  "moral o r d e r , "  w i l l  

t end  t o  show changes  i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of communities. To put  it 

another  way: accord ing  t o  Park, a  change i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  o rgan iza t ion  

of a  s o c i a l  u n i t  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n  usua l ly  i n d i c a t e s  a  change i n  t h e  

o rgan iza t ion  of  t h e  c u l t u r a l  forms of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  S p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  

i n  Pa rk ' s  view,  assume t h e  r o l e  of one of t h e  c r u c i a l  v a r i a b l e s  f o r  t h e  

emergence of new forms of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  : 

It i s  because geography, occupat ion and a l l  t h e  
o t h e r  f a c t o r s  which determine t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 
popu la t i on ,  de te rmine  s o  i r r e s i s t i b l y  and f a t a l l y  
t h e  p l a c e ,  t h e  group, and t h e  a s s o c i a t e s  with whom 
each  one of u s  i s  bound t o  l i v e  t h a t  s p a t i a l  
r e l a t i o n s  come t o  have, f o r  t h e  s tudy  of s o c i e t y  
and human n a t u r e ,  t h e  importance which they  do. 
(1952 :I77 ) 

According t o  Park, t h e s e  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  

o rgan iza t ion  of c u l t u r a l  forms, i.e., t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  

can be s t u d i e d  i n  t h e  " n a t u r a l  a r ea s "  of c i t i e s  i n  a  comparat ive way (1952: 

196) .  These " n a t u r a l  a r e a s "  a r e  t h e  geographica l  l o c a t i o n s  of communities 
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t h a t  e x h i b i t  c e r t a i n  p a t t e r n s  of i n t e r a c t i o n ,  i .e. ,  they a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

by common c u l t u r a l  forms. Thus, t h e s e  "na tu ra l  a r e a s "  are n o t  geographica l  

t e r r i t o r i e s  planned and def ined  by e i t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  o r  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

processes .  

For Park,  " n a t u r a l  a r ea s "  s e r v e  a s  t h e  " re fe rence  po in t s "  f o r  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  forms and s o c i a l  l i f e .  The v a r i a b l e s  o r  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a  "na tu ra l  a r e a "  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  according t o  Park, a r e  

t h e  fo l lowing:  ( 1 )  " the nurnber and r a c i a l  composition of t h e  popula t ion ;"  

( 2 )  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  "condi t ions  of s o c i a l  l i f e ; "  and (3)  t h e  behaviour of t h e  

populat ion which r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  h a b i t s  and customs (1952 :196-97). These 

a r e  gene ra l  c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  and s o c i a l  

change. However, Park himself was no t  very  c l e a r  on how they  a r e  r e l a t e d ,  

or what e x a c t l y  goes  i n  each ca t ego ry :  "The p lace ,  t h e  people,  and t h e  

cond i t i ons  under  which they l i v e  a r e  h e r e  conceived a s  a  c m p l e x ,  t h e  

elements  of which a r e  more or  less conp le t e ly  bound t o g e t h e r ,  a l b e i t  i n  

ways which a s  y e t  a r e  no t  c l e a r l y  def ined."  (1952:197) 

The f a c t  remains  t h a t  f o r  Park t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  s p a t i a l  organ- 

i z a t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  forms, such a s  d i s t i n c t  forms of behaviour r e g u l a t e d  by 

d i s t i n c t  customs and t r a d i t i o n s ,  c o n s t i t u t e s  an explana tory  ca t ego ry  of 

s o c i a l  l i f e .  

In  P a r k ' s  schema, t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of communities is a  

" soc i a l  f a c t "  i n  t h e  Durkheimian s e n s e  of t h e  term because it is a  f a c t  of 

c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e  and because it  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  es tab l i shment  of t h e  order  

3 
of t h i s  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e .  However, Park  I s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  

aspec t  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s p a t i a l  and s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  does no t  

expla in  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h i s  f u n c t i o n ,  i .e., i t  does no t  exp la in  whether it  

4 
is ' c a u s a l '  , mutual ly  c o n d i t i o n i n g ,  o r  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  h i e r a r c h i c a l  
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l e v e l s  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  between n a t u r e ,  and c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  l i f e .  

I n s t ead  of an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p rocesses  of t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between space and s o c i e t y ,  Park p o i n t s  ou t  t h a t  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

t h e  s p a t i a l  and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i e t y ,  t h e r e  is  a  c u l t u r a l  mediation 

which a f f e c t s  b o t h ,  but i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways. I n  o the r  words, i n  Pa rk ' s  

schema, t h e  r e a l  s o c i a l  f a c t  i n  t h e  Durkheimian sense  i s  c u l t u r e .  

Thus it a p p e a r s  t h a t  a  review of Pa rk ' s  program sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of urban communities -- t h e i r  s p a t i a l  

and s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  -- is, i n  r e a l i t y ,  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  r o l e  of 

c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and t h e  occupat iona l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  of 

s o c i e t y .  "Cul ture"  i n  P a r k ' s  soc io logy  appears ,  then ,  a s  a  Durkheimian 

" soc i a l  f a c t "  i n  t h e  f u l l  sense of t h e  term. 

Pa rk ' s  exp lana t ion  sugges t s  t h a t  c u l t u r e  is  a  " s o c i a l  f a c t "  because 

it e x i s t s  independent ly  of its i n d i v i d u a l  ( i - e . ,  p a r t i c u l a r )  psychologica l  

man i f e s t a t i ons ,  and because it i s  c o e r c i v e  by t h e  impera t ives  it imposes 

over i n d i v i d u a l  exp re s s ions .  Given t h a t  according t o  Durkheim, a 

" soc i a l  f a c t f ' , i f  it i s  t o  be t r u l y  s o c i a l ,  must be shown t o  be  t h e  e f f e c t  

of o ther  s o c i a l  f a c t s  (1966:110), does  Pa rk ' s  " cu l tu re"  s t i l l  q u a l i f y  "as 

a  Durkheimian s o c i a l  f a c t ? "  I n  o t h e r  words, i s  Park ' s  no t ion  of c u l t u r a l  

expression d e s c r i p t i v e  of an e f f e c t  of o t h e r  pos s ib l e  s o c i a l  f a c t s  a s  

spec i f i ed  by Durkheim? 

One way t o  answer t h i s  ques t i on  is t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  Pa rk ' s  t heo ry  of t h e  

r i s e  of new c u l t u r a l  forms. According t o  Park, c u l t u r a l  forms evolve  with 

t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i m ,  i.e., t hey  are manifested i n  space .  Thus, 

it would appear  t h a t  Park sugges t s  e i t h e r  t h a t  ( 1 )  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

produces o r  "causes"  new forms of c u l t u r e ,  o r  ( 2 )  new c u l t u r a l  forms always 

produce change i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of human l i f e .  Park sugges ted ,  



i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a  v a r i a b l e  o f  soc ia l  i n t e r -  

a c t i o n .  He d i d  n o t  a s s e r t  t h a t  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a c t u a l l y  g i v e s  rise t o  

new c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  a s  s u c h .  Yet, what  we c a n  sti l l  s a f e l y  i n f e r  f r o m  P a r k ' s  

s u g g e s t i o n  is  t h a t  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  a f f e c t  i n d i r e c t l y  t h e  

rise of new c u l t u r a l  fo rms .  T h i s  i n f e r e n c e  i s  j u s t i f i e d  by P a r k ' s  s u g g e s t -  

i o n  t h a t  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  affect communica t ion  -- i . e . ,  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  

-- and i n  f a c t  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  i s  t h e  r e a l  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  emergence  of 

new f  orms o f  c u l t u r e .  

Thus i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  P a r k ' s  " c u l t u r e "  a s  a s o c i a l  f a c t  migh t  p r o v i d e  

a  t r u l y  s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i n  t h e  Durkheimian  s e n s e  be tween s o c i a l  l i f e ,  

c u l t u r e ,  and  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  However, t h i s  a n a l y s i s  d o e s  n o t  t a k e  

p l ace ,  b e c a u s e  P a r k  n e v e r  q u i t e  s p e c i f i e s  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  of 

s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  new 

c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  r e m a i n s  n o n - s p e c i f i c .  I n s t e a d  of  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c u l t u r a l  e v o l u t i o n ,  what  Pa rk  d o e s  g i v e  u s  is, i n  f a c t ,  an 

a p p e a l  t o  t h e  m y s t e r i e s  o f  hunan n a t u r e .  

For P a r k ,  a s  it a l r e a d y  h a s  been  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  c u l t u r e  i s  t h e  " s o c i o l o g i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n "  of  human n a t u r e  i t s e l f .  

I n  o t h e r  words ,  P a r k ' s  " c u l t u r e "  d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e n t  o f  human 

n a t u r e .  g u s t  wha t  t h i s  human n a t u r e  is r e m a i n s  an ambiguous p r i n c i p l e  of 

movement and  d e v e l o p n e n t  i n  P a r k ' s  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  r o l e  of  c u l t u r e  i n  s o c i a l  

change. 

I n  t h i s  l i g h t ,  P a r k ' s  c o n c e p t  o f  c u l t u r e  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  b e  v i ewed  a s  

d e s c r i p t i v e  of and  as  g e n e r a t e d  by o t h e r  Durkheimian s o c i a l  fac ts .  P a r k ' s  

c u l t u r e  is  n o t  a n  effect b u t  is, i n  f a c t ,  t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  "mora l  o r d e r "  o r  

of s o c i a l  l i f e .  It f o l l o w s  f rom t h i s  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of c u l t u r e  i n  

P a r k ' s  program aims t o  r e v e a l  t h e  dominan t  p a t t e r n s  of  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  
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c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  "moral o r d e r . ' '  These  p a t t e r n s  o f  r e l a t i o n s  are s e e n  t o  

a r i g i n a t e  human . n a t u r e .  I n  P a r k ' s  program,  t h e n ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  c u l t u r e  i s ,  

i n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  human n a t u r e .  

Given t h e  p r e c e d i n g  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  P a r k ' s  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  a n d  t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

it a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  u r b a n  l i f e  is ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

of  o n e  form of c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Urban s p a c e  and u rban  l i f e  d o  n o t  

h a v e  t o  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a s  s p e c i f i c ,  d i s t i n c t  o r  u n i q u e  " s o c i a l  t h i n g s , "  

n o r  d o  t h e y  have  t o  be  v i ewed  as  d i s t i n c t  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  b u t  c a n  b e  

subsumed i n  r e a l i t y  and i n  t h e o r y  unde r  t h e  r u b r i c  of c u l t u r e  and  c u l t u r a l  

t h e o r y .  

& c a u s e  P a r k ' s  t h e o r y  o f  u r b a n  l i f e  d o e s  n o t  d e s c r i b e  o r  p r o v i d e  a 

s o c i o l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  f o r m  

t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  c i t ies ,  h i s  u rban  

t h e o r y  l a c k s  s p e c i f i c i t y  i n  t h e  s c o p e  of i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  r a n g e s  

o f  i t s  e x p l a n a t i o n s .  The p o s s i b l e  l l o b j e c t l '  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by P a r k ' s  u r b a n  

t h e o r y  is  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 

c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  i n  ci t ies.  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

and t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  u r b a n  l i f e  r e m a i n s  t o  b e  v iewed as  a mani- 

f e s t a t i o n  of t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  and n o t  a s  t h e  p r o d u c t  of  

s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s .  P a r k ' s  u r b a n  t h e o r y  seems a n  o c c a s i o n  f o r  hypo- 

t h e s i z i n g  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

P a r k ' s  h y p o t h e s i s  a b o u t  t h e  r o l e  of c m m u n i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  

development  of t h e  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  o f  c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b o t h  i n  t h e i r  

s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s ,  i .e., t h e i r  ' l h o r i z o n t a l "  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and  i n  t h e i r  

social  f u n c t i o n s ,  i .e., t h e i r  " v e r t i c a l 1 '  s y s t e m s ,  makes a  r i c h  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

t o  a  s o c i o l o g y  of c u l t u r a l  deve lopmen t .  The r o l e  Pa rk  h a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  



s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  development of c u l t u r a l  forms sugges t s  

t h a t  Park h a s  a l s o  made a  s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  a  soc io logy  of space. 

I f  we r e c a l l  t h a t  Pa rk ' s  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  

of t h e  "moral o rder"  p r imar i l y ,  t hen  w e  might a l s o  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h e  organ- 

i z a t i o n  of t h i s  "moral order t '  ( s o c i e t y  a s  opposed t o  community) rests on t h e  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of communication i n  c r e a t i n g  and f o s t e r i n g  common forms of 

i n t e r a c t i o n  o r  i n  br ing ing  about  t h e  forms of t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e  of 

communities. I n  Pa rk ' s  soc io logy ,  communication and consensus about goa l s  

and i n t e r e s t s  a r e  t h e  p recond i t i ons  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  Anything t h a t  a f f e c t s  

communication i n  achieving consensus w i l l  a f f e c t  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  o r  t h e  

"moral order. ' '  Thus phys ica l  space  and s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e  a c t  a s  v a r i a b l e s  of 

communication and of pos s ib l e  forms of consensus.  For Park, t h e  s p a t i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  and organiza t ion  of ccxnmunicationare an e s s e n t i a l  h i s t o r i c a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of c u l t u r e ,  whi le  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  forms of cmmunica t ion  

c h a r a c t e r i z e  no t  only t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s t a g e  of c u l t u r e  but a l s o  t h e  synchronic  

complexity of c u l t u r a l  o rgan iza t ion :  

Geographical b a r r i e r s  and phys i ca l  d i s t a n c e s  a r e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  soc io logy  only  when and where they  
d e f i n e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  under which communication and 
s o c i a l  l i f e  a r e  a c t u a l l y  main ta ined .  But human 
geography has  been profoundly modif ied by human 
i n t e r v e n t i o n .  The t e l e g r a p h ,  t e l ephone ,  newspaper, 
and r a d i o ,  by conve r t i ng  t h e  world i n t o  one v a s t  
whisper ing-ga l le ry ,  have d i s so lved  t h e  d i s t a n c e s  and 
broken through t h e  i s o l a t i o n  which once s epa ra t ed  
r a c e s  and people. New dev i ce s  of canmunication a r e  
s t e a d i l y  mu l t i p ly ing ,  and i n c i d e n t a l l y  compl ica t ing  
s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  The h i s t o r y  of communication is ,  i n  
a  very  r e a l  sense ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  of c i v i l i z a t i o n .  
(1952 : l74)  

To conclude,  then ,  Pa rk ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  ana lyses  of t h e  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p  between space  and s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  i s  a  t heo ry  of t h e  e f f e c t s  of 

s p a t i a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  on processes  of communication. In t h i s  sense ,  t hen ,  
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among o the r  t h i n g s ,  Park ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  h a s  been made t o  a  t heo ry  of s o c i a l  

space ,  i.e., t o  t h e  e f f e c t s  of space  on communication. W i l e  Robert Pa rk ' s  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  eco log ica l  pe r spec t ive  t o  t h e  s tudy  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  o rder  

i n  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  of c i t i es  sugges ted  a  broad scope and range of i nqu i ry  

i n t o  c u l t u r a l  p rocesses ,  t h e  t h e o r e t i c i z a t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between c u l t u r a l  forms and t h e  s p a t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of c i t i e s  remained 

t o  be  undertaken by o t h e r s  who were working wi th in  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  

of t h e  Chicago school  of urban soc io logy .  Louis Wirth was one of t h e  soc io-  

b g i s t s c o n c e r n e d  with sys temat iz ing  t h e  v a r i o u s  n o t i o n s  about t h e  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p  between s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion ,  c u l t u r a l  forms and t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  c i t i e s .  Chapter 2 p r e s e n t s  !Yirth's approach t o  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  theory  of urban l i f e .  This  chap te r  a l s o  a s s e s s e s  Wir th ' s  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  unders tanding  of t h e  r o l e  of s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  

i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  



CHAPTER 2 LOUIS WIRTH: "URBANISMtt AS A THEORY OF MASS CULTURE 

Louis  \Virth (1897-1952), Robert P a r k ' s  s t u d e n t  and c o l l e a g u e  a t  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago,  o u t l i n e d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y  

of urbanism i n  h i s  c l a s s i c  e s s a y ,  "Urbanism a s  a  Way of L i f e t 1  (1938).  To 

L o u i s  Wirth,  t h e  c i t y  i s  n o t  on ly  an  o b j e c t  of s o c i o l o g i c a l  i n q u i r y  b u t  is,  

i n  f a c t ,  t h e  l o c u s  of  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of  a " d i s t i n c t i v e  mode of  human g roup  

l i f e ,  namely, urbanism ( s e e  Wir th ,  l 9 6 4 : 6 2 ) .  

Urbanism i n  W i r t h ' s  s o c i o l o g y  a p p e a r s  a s  a  Durkheimian " s o c i a l  t h i n g ; "  

it i s  a  d i s t i n c t  form of a s s o c i a t i o n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  To put  

i t  b r i e f l y ,  u rban i sm,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  W i r t h ,  i s  a  new form of c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e .  

Moreover, u rban i sm a s  a  s o c i a l  f a c t  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and 

development of  a new form of s o c i a l  o r d e r .  W i r t h ' s  t h e o r y  of urbanism r e s t s  

on t h e  assumpt ion t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  u r b a n i z a t i o n  s i g n i f y  a  new s o c i a l  
- - -  - . - - 

o r d e r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of human c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e .  Th i s  new o r d e r  is t h e  s o c i a l .  , 

o r d e r  of mass s o c i e t y .  Mass s o c i e t y ,  i n  t u r n ,  i s  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  development of c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Hence, urbanism r e p r e s e n t s  a  form 

of development i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

However, W i r t h  d i d  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h e  development of c i v i l i z a t i o n  t o  be 

i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r y  of c u l t u r e ,  a s  d i d  Park.  For Wir th ,  t h e  develop- 

ment of c i v i l i z a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  development of t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  complex- 

i t y  of t h e  f o r m s  of s o c i a l  o r d e r .  T h i s  c o m p l e x i t y ,  i n  t u r n ,  r e f e r s  t o  a  

more c e n t r a l i z e d  and r a t i o n a l i z e d  form of s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  over  g r e a t e r  

p h y s i c a l  d i s t a n c e s  and a c r o s s  l a r g e r  numbers of d i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r e s .  In 

W i r t h ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  c i t i e s  a r e  t h e  l o c i  of  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

C u l t u r e s  ( c u l t u r a l  f o r m s )  a r e  subsumed i n  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  To b e  more 

s p e c i f i c ,  f o r  Wir th ,  t h e  term t t c u l t u r e l l  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of forins 
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of  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  human l i f e .  

I n  W i r t h ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween f o r m s  o f  s o c i a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n  and  t h e  development  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  u r b a n i s m  is i d e n t i f i e d  as 

a  new mode of social  l i f e .  As s u c h ,  it c a n  b e  d e s c r i b e d  a l s o  a s  a new 

c u l t u r a l  form t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  c m p l e x i t y  o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n .  The s t u d y  

of  u rban i sm,  t h e n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Wi r th ,  i s  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  c m p l e x i t y  of 

c i v i l i z a t i o n  and i t s  e f f e c t s  on s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Urbanism a s  a s o c i a l  

e f f e c t  of  t h i s  c o m p l e x i t y  is  n o t  mere ly  a way o f  l i f e  i n  c i t i e s ;  r a t h e r ,  

u rban i sm r e p r e s e n t s  a  mode of  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  i t se l f  : 

What we c a l l  c i v i l i z a t i o n  a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from c u l t u r e  
h a s  been  c r a d l e d  i n  t h e  c i t y ;  t h e  c i t y  i s  t h e  c e n t e r  
from which t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  of  modern c i v i l i z e d  l i f e  
r a d i a t e  t o  t h e  e n d s  of  t h e  e a r t h  a n d  t h e  p o i n t  from 
which t h e y  a r e  c o n t r o l l e d ;  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  p rob lems  o f  
c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o c i e t y  t a k e  t h e i r  mos t  a c u t e  form i n  t h e  
c i t y .  The problems of modern c i v i l i z a t i o n  a r e  t y p i c a l -  
l y  u r b a n  problems.  ( W i r t h ,  1940 :51)  - - 

For W i r t h ,  t h e n ,  u rban i sm i s  a  mode o f  l i f e  and  n o t  m e r e l y  a phenomenon 

which o c c u r s  i n  c i t ies;  i t  is, however,  a mode o f  l i f e  whose c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

and e x p r e s s i o n s  are more pronounced and more  p r e v a l e n t  i n  c i t ies .  Hence 

t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s t u d y  o f  urbanism f i n d s  its m o s t  p r o d u c t i v e  and  h e u r i s t i c  

r e s u l t s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  o f  u rban i sm i n  t h e  i n v e s t -  

i g a t i o n  o f  cities. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  

u rban i sm i n v o l v e s  a l s o  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s -  

t r i b u t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  l i f e  i n  t h e  c i t y .  

For W i r t h ,  a s  f o r  P a r k ,  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c i t y  assume t h e  r o l e  

of a v a r i a b l e  i n  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

I n  o t h e r  words ,  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  u rban i sm "as a way of  l i f e , "  

t h e  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  c i t y  are s e e n  by Wi r th  a s  c r u c i a l  v a r i -  

a b l e s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r m s  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  
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"urbanism a s  a  new mode of c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e "  ( s e e  Wirth,  1964:62). Thus, 

according t o  Wir th ,  c e r t a i n  phys ica l  a s p e c t s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  w i l l  c h a r a c t e r i z e  

and a f f e c t  t h e  preva lence  of c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  forms; e.g. ,  t h e  preponderance 

of secondary r e l a t i o n s  -- a s s o c i a t i o n s  by i n t e r e s t s  a lone  r a t h e r  than by 

k i n s h i p  and f ami ly  t i es  -- might be observed t o  occur always i n  conjunc t ion  

with such p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  he t e rogen i ty  

of t h e  popula t ion  i n  a  l a r g e  but densely s e t t l e d  geographical  a r ea .  

It i s  i n  t h i s  sense  then t h a t  Wirth a t t empt s  t o  r e l a t e  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of c i t i es  and t h e i r  populat ion 

t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  forms of s o c i a l  l i f e  which have been observed i n  conjunc t ion  

with t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of c i t ies .  Thus, i n  t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  s tudy  

of urbanism, Wirth o f f e r s  a  number of p rov i s iona l  hypotheses about t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  phys ica l  and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of urbanism, i .e . ,  

hypotheses about  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of s o c i a l  space and s o c i a l  forms. 

To begin w i t h ,  \Virth i d e n t i f i e s  t h r e e  phys ica l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of c i t i e s  

t h a t  have s o c i o l o g i c a l  consequences,  o r  which can be seen a s  impor tan t  

v a r i a b l e s  i n  t h e  development of t h e  forms of urbanism a s  a  form of " c o l l e c t -  

i v e  l i f e , "  i .e., a s  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a c t .  These phys ica l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

r e l a t e d  t o  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  forms a r e  t h e  fo l lowing:  ' ' ( a )  numbers of 

populat ion,  ( b )  d e n s i t y  of s e t t l e m e n t ,  ( c )  he t e rogen i ty  of i n h a b i t a n t s , "  

(1964:69). The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between each of t h e s e  phys ica l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

of t h e  popula t ion  and t h e  forms of t h e i r  s o c i a l  l i f e  i s  d iscussed  by Wirth 

a s  fo l lows  : 

( a )  llnumbers of population' '  and forms of c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e :  Wirth,  a s  

t h e  German s o c i o l o g i s t ,  Georg Simmel (l858-1918),  ho lds  t h e  view 

t h a t  numbers i n  s o c i o l o g i c a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  have a  g e a n e t r i c a l  e f f e c t  

1 
on t h e  n a t u r e  of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  In  o the r  words, both 



Wirth and Simmel hold t h a t  g r e a t e r  numbers of a c t u a l  and p o t e n t i a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n s  r e s u l t  i n  more d i v e r s e ,  i .e. ,  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  and, 

t he re f  o r e ,  more complex forms of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  Thus, 

according t o  Wirth, a  l a r g e  populat ion -- such a s  found i n  c i t ies  

-- by t h e  s i z e  of its numbers a lone ,  w i l l  have a d e f i n i t e  e f f e c t  

on t h e  a c t u a l  and t h e  p o t e n t i a l  forms of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  

t h e  group: 

Ever s i n c e  A r i s t o t l e ' s  P o l i t i c s ,  i t  has  been 
r ecogn ized  t h a t  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  number of i n h a b i t -  
a n t s  i n  a  s e t t l emen t  beyond a  c e r t a i n  l i m i t  w i l l  
a f f e c t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between them and t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  c i t y .  Large numbers involve ,  a s  
ks been pointed o u t ,  a  g r e a t e r  range  of i n d i v i d u a l  
v a r i a t i o n .  Furthermore, t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  number of 
i n d i v i d u a l s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  a  process  of i n t e r -  
a c t i o n ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  is  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  
between them. (1964:70) 

From such  a c t u a l  and p o t e n t i a l  i n c r e a s e s  i n  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  

Wirth d e r i v e s  a  nunber of changes i n  t h e  organiza t ion  of s o c i a l  

l i f e .  F i r s t ,  according t o  \Virth, i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  number of 

a c t u a l  and p o t e n t i a l  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  tend  t o  weaken previous 

form of s o c i a l  cohesion,  i .e . ,  t hey  tend  t o  weaken fami ly  t ies.  

Secondly, and a s  a  consequence of t h e  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  of i n t e r -  

a c t i o n s ,  a d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of r o l e s  comes t o  dan ina t e  t h e  s o c i a l  

forms of t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e  of l a r g e  populat ions.  In  o the r  words, 

primary r e l a t i o n s  as t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  homogeneous bases  of s o c i a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n  g i v e  way t o  a  more d i v e r s i f i e d  or  segmented base  f o r  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h i s  same i n t e r a c t i o n .  An i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  

segmentat ion of s o c i a l  r o l e s ,  accord ing  t o  Wirth, f i n d s  i t s  

c u l t u r a l  exp re s s ion  i n  " the  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  and r a t i o n a l i t y  

g e n e r a l l y  a s c r i b e d  t o  c i t y -dwe l l e r s "  ( l964:7 l ) .  This  r a t i o n a l i t y ,  

accord ing  t o  Wirth, r e f l e c t s  t h e  rise of an i n c r e a s i n g l y  more 
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i n s t rumen ta l  and u t i l i t a r i a n  view of s o c i a l  l i f e ;  s o c i a l  l i f e  and 

a s s o c i a t i o n s  come t o  be  seen  i n  terms of means t o  an end. 

To r e g a r d  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  and o the r  human be ings  a s  mere 

means t o  an end ,  accord ing  t o  Wirth,  l e a d s  t o  a  psychologica l  

sense of i s o l a t i o n .  This s ense  of i s o l a t i o n  f i n d s  i t s  s o c i a l  

expression i n  "anomie" o r  what appea r s  t o  be a  decrease  i n  s o c i a l  

cohesiveness .  For Wirth,  a s  f o r  Durkheim, "anomie" s i g n i f i e s  

a  t r ans fo rma t ion  i n  group s o l i d a r i t y .  

S t i l l  cons ide r ing  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  population of an a r e a ,  

\Yirth c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n f e r  a  number of d e f i n i t e  s o c i a l  forms which 

he l i n k s  i n  succes s ion ,  and which appear t o  him a s  emergent f r a n  

each o ther  i n  t h e  order  of t h e i r  success ion .  In  Wi r th ' s  view, 

t h e  phys ica l  s i z e  of t h e  popula t ion  of an a r ea  s e r v e s  a h e u r i s t i c  

c l u e  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of i t s  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  o rgan iza t ion .  

According t o  Wirth,  t h e n ,  t h e  l a r g e r  t h e  s i z e  of t h e  pop- 

u l a t i o n  of an  a r e a ,  t h e  more l i k e l y  t h a t  we can observe i n  con- 

junc t ion  an i n c r e a s e  i n  s o c i a l  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  a  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  

i n  forms of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  i n  s o c i a l  r o l e s  and c u l t u r a l  

express ions .  The forms of t h i s  s o c i a l  d i so rgan iza t ion  a r e  t h e  

fol lowing:  an  i n c r e a s e  of a s s o c i a t i o n  by i n t e r e s t  r a t h e r  than  by 

sen t iment ,  i n c r e a s e  i n  r o l e  segmentat ion and t h e r e f o r e  i n  i n d i v i -  

dua l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  and a  psychologica l  sense of i s o l a t i o n .  

These changes i n  t h e  number and forms of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  t hen  

a r e  accanpanied o r ,  r a t h e r ,  fo l lowed by an increased  l e v e l  of 

"ananie" or  t h e  sense  and t h e  exp re s s ions  of s o c i a l  i s o l a t i o n .  

%ch a c t u a l  and p o t e n t i a l  i n c r e a s e s  i n  s o c i a l  d i so rgan iza t ion  

have t o  be countered  by a t t e m p t s  a t  r eo rgan iza t ion ,  i .e., by t h e  



development  of  new f o r m s  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  

Hence, \ V i r t h l s  claim t h a t  t h e  size of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  

d i f f e r e n t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a s  w i l l  b e  i n d i c a t i v e  of d i f f e r e n t  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  f o r m s  of  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

o f  t h e i r  s o c i a l  l i f e .  

For example ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  r o l e  s e g m e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  

l i f e  of  a  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a  i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  new f o r m s  of t h e  

d i v i s i o n  of  l a b o u r .  I n  i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  fo rm,  t h i s  change  i n  

t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  c a n  b e  s e e n  " i n  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of  

s p e c i a l i z e d  t a s k s  which  we see i n  t h e i r  most  deve loped  form i n  

t h e  p r o f e s s i o n s "  ( W i r t h ,  1964 :72) .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  

d i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r ,  i n  W i r t h l s  v i ew,  rests on 

t h e  development  of  " p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o d e s  . I t  I n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e s e  c o d e s  

have  been  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  r a t i o n a l i z e  and  c o n t r o l  

t h e  " p r e d a t o r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s "  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of a  d i v i s i o n  of  

l a b o u r  p r e d i c a t e d  on c o m p e t i t i o n  a n d  u t i l i t a r i a n  g o a l s  and  

i n t e r e s t s .  

The p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  o f  g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  

l a r g e  p o p u l a t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  e x h i b i t  a s e g m e n t a t i o n ,  i .e. ,  a s e g -  

m e n t a t i o n  of i n t e r e s t s  a s  well a s  a s e g m e n t a t i o n  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

p r o c e s s e s  by which it is  p o s s i b l e  t o  meet t h e s e  i n t e r e s t s .  I n  

r e a l i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  W i r t h ,  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  size o f  t h e  pop- 

u l a t i o n  means a d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t i c i -  

p a t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  The p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  i n  a r e a s  c h a r a c t e r -  

i z e d  by a  l a r g e  number o f  i n h a b i t a n t s  i s  b a s e d  on and o r g a n i z e d  

on f o r m s  of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  d i r e c t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

P o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  c a n  o n l y  emerge  t h r o u g h  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  of  



r e p r e s e n t a t i o n :  i n d i v i d u a l  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  o r  i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  

t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  immed ia t e  community l i f e  must  b e  d e l e g a t e d  

t o  p r o p e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  c h a n n e l s ,  o r  else t h e y  c a n n o t  be  

a d d r e s s e d  a t  a l l .  According  t o  W i r t h :  

I n  a  c m m u n i t y  composed of  a l a r g e  number of  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  c a n n o t  know one  a n o t h e r  i n t i m a t e l y  
a n d  canno t  b e  a s sembled  i n  one  s p o t ,  it becomes 
n e c e s s a r y  t o  communicate t h r o u g h  i n d i r e c t  media 
t o  a r t i c u l a t e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r e s t s  by a  p r o c e s s  
o f  d e l e g a t i o n .  T y p i c a l l y  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  i n t e r e s t s  
are made e f f e c t i v e  t h r o u g h  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  The 
i n d i v i d u a l  c o u n t s  f o r  l i t t l e ,  b u t  t h e  v o i c e  o f  
t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i s  h e a r d  w i t h  a d e f e r e n c e  
r o u g h l y  p r o p o r t i o n a l  t o  t h e  numbers  f o r  whom h e  
s p e a k s .  (1964:72-73) 

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  W i r t h ,  t h e  s ize of t h e  popula-  

t i o n  of  an  a r e a ,  o r  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  ( a )  o f  s o c i a l  , . 

l i f e ,  h a s  a  number of d i r e c t  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  a s o c i o l o g i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  of  u rban i sm.  S i n c e  t h e  s ize  of t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  of a t e r r i t o r y  is  one  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r -  

is t ics  o f  t h e  development  o r  u r b a n i s m ,  W i r t h  i n f e r s  t h a t  urbanism,  

i n  a s e n s e ,  i s  a  l o g i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e  and  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  e x p r e s s -  

i o n  of a c t u a l  and p o t e n t i a l  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  s i z e  o f  p o p u l a t i o n s .  

Of c o u r s e ,  numbers a l o n e  a r e  n o t  q u i t e  s u f f i c i e n t  i n  b r i n g i n g  

a b o u t ,  o r  i n  e x p r e s s i n g ,  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  f o r m s  o f  u rban i sm;  t h e  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  d e n s i t y  of  p o p u l a t i o n s  i s  t h e  second  

c o n d i t i o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  f o r m s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  urban-  

ism "as a way o f  l i f e  ." 
( b )  " d e n s i t y "  and f o r m s  of  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e :  Accord ing  t o  W i r t h ,  a n  

i n c r e a s e  i n  d e n s i t y  o r  i n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  

a c o n s t a n t  p h y s i c a l  l o c a t i o n  p r o d u c e s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and  

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  i n  i t s  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i -  



b u t i o n .  Dens i ty  a c t s  a s  a  f e e d b a c k  mechanism on t h e  s o c i a l  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  produced by s h e e r  p h y s i c a l  size, i .e., by t h e  

numbers of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  c o n s t a n t  a r e a s .  To pu t  it i n  

W i r t h ' s  words:  I t . .  . d e n s i t y  t h u s  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  e f f e c t  of 

numbers i n  d i v e r s i f y i n g  men and t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  and i n  i n c r e a s -  

i n g  t h e  complex i ty  of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e . "  (1964:73) 

D e n s i t y ,  t h e n ,  h a s  a  number of e f f e c t s  on t h e  urban i n d i v i -  

d u a l ,  h i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o f i l e ,  h i s  way of l i f e  and on t h e  

s o c i a l  and s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  c i t y .  F i r s t ,  f o l l o w i n g  

Simmel a g a i n 2 ,  Wirth p roposes  t h a t  d e n s i t y  a c t u a l l y  i n c r e a s e s  

s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e  and produces  d i f f e r e n t  fo rms  of o r i e n t a t i o n  

towards  making s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s  : 

On t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  s i d e ,  a s  Simmel h a s  s u g g e s t e d ,  
t h e  c l o s e  p h y s i c a l  c o n t a c t  of numerous i n d i v i d u a l s  
n e c e s s a r i l y  produces  a  s h i f t  i n  t h e  media t h r o u g h  
which we o r i e n t  o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h e  u rban  m i l i e u ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  t o  our  fellow-men. T y p i c a l l y ,  our  
p h y s i c a l  c o n t a c t s  a r e  c l o s e  b u t  our s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s  
a r e  d i s t a n t .  The urban world  p u t s  a  premium on 
v i s u a l  r e c o g n i t i o n .  We s e e  t h e  uniform which 
d e n o t e s  t h e  r o l e  of f u n c t i o n a r i e s ,  and a r e  o b l i v i o u s  
t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  e c c e n t r i c i t i e s  h idden  behind t h e  
un i fo rm.  We t e n d  t o  a c q u i r e  and d e v e l o p  a  s e n s i t i -  
v i t y  t o  a  world  of a r t i f a c t s ,  and become p r o g r e s s -  
i v e l y  f a r t h e r  removed from t h e  wor ld  of n a t u r e .  
(1 964 :73 ) 

However, t h e  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e  f o s t e r e d  by a n  i n c r e a s e  of p h y s i c a l  

c o n t a c t s  i n  t h e  c i t y  h a s  a  r a t h e r  p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

Wir th ;  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e  f o s t e r s  a  g r e a t e r  s e n s e  of t o l e r a t i o n  f o r  

d i v e r s i t y .  T h i s  i n c r e a s e  i n  t o l e r a n c e  , a c c o r d i n g  t o  Wirth , s e r v e s  

as t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  development of r a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e ;  it f o s t e r s  

a g r e a t e r  s e n s e  of o b j e c t i v i t y  i n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  and s o c i a l  

a f f a i r s .  Moreover, such t o l e r a n c e  o f  d i v e r s i t y  makes way "toward 

t h e  s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  of l i f e . "  (Wir th ,  1964:74)  



Thus,  t h e  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s  o f  d e n s i t y  c o n s i s t  i n  f o s t e r i n g  

new f o r m s  of  s o c i a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and new methods  by wh ich  con- 

s e n s u s  c a n  b e  a c h i e v e d  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  and s p e c i a l i z e d  fo rm 

o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  However, f o l l o w i n g  i n  t h e  Simmel ian  

t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  ambiguous v a l u e  of new s o c i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  

Wi r th  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  w h i l e  d e n s i t y  f o s t e r s  t o l e r a n c e  and new 

f o r m s  of  r a t i o n a l i t y  by which c o n s e n s u s  c a n  b e  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e  

f a c e  o f  such  d i v e r s i t y ,  it a l s o  r e i n f o r c e s  f e e l i n g s  o f  i s o l a t i o n ,  

anomie  and a s e n s e  of p s y c h o l o g i c a l  l o n e l i n e s s :  

The c l o s e  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  and  working  t o g e t h e r  
of  i n d i v i d u a l s  who have  n o  s e n t i m e n t a l  and 
e m o t i o n a l  t i es  f o s t e r  a  s p i r i t  of  c c m p e t i t i o n ,  
a g g r a n d i z e m e n t ,  and m u t u a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  Formal 
c o n t r o l s  are i n s t i t u t e d  t o  c o u n t e r a c t  i r r e s p o n s i -  
b i  l i t y  and  p o t e n t i a l  d i s o r d e r .  Wi thou t  r i g i d  
a d h e r e n c e  t o  p r e d i c t a b l e  r o u t i n e s  a  l a r g e  c a n p a c t  
s o c i e t y  would s c a r c e l y  be  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s e l f .  
The c l o c k  and t h e  t r a f f i c  s i g n a l  a r e  symbol i c  of 
t h e  b a s i s  of  ou r  s o c i a l  o r d e r  i n  t h e  u rban  w o r l d .  
F r e q u e n t  c l o s e  p h y s i c a l  c o n t a c t ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  
g r e a t  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e ,  a c c e n t u a t e s  t h e  r e s e r v e  of 
u n a t t a c h e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o w a r d  one a n o t h e r ,  
u n l e s s  compensa ted  by o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  
r e s p o n s e ,  g i v e s  rise t o  l o n e l i n e s s .  (1964 :74-5) 

The effects of  d e n s i t y  on t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  

f o r m s  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  W i r t h ,  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  s e g r e g a t i o n  

and t h e  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  o f  ( 1 )  e c o n m i c  and s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  s u c h  

as  t h e  p h y s i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  work and r e s i d e n c e ;  ( 2 )  o f  l a n d  u s e  

p a t t e r n s  s u c h  as  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of l a n d  v a l u e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h e i r  p r  o x i m i t y  t o  d i f f e r e n t  d e s i r e d ,  o r  u n d e s i r e d ,  economic ,  

s o c i a l  o r  c u l t u r a l  f u n c t i o n s  and a r e a s ;  and  f i n a l l y  (3) t h e  

e f f e c t s  of  d e n s i t y  c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  

c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  of a s s o c i a t i o n s  a s  i n  t h e  "mosaic" of  e t h n i c  and 

social  w o r l d s  t h a t  c o m p r i s e  t h e  c i t y .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  a c c o r d i n g  



t o  W i r t h ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  a n  a r e a ,  

t h e  more l i k e l y  it is t o  " r e semble  a mosa ic  of s o c i a l  w o r l d s  i n  

which t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r a n  one  t o  a n o t h e r  is a b r u p t  . I1  (1964:74)  

Wi r th  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  d e n s i t y  

i s  t o  b e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  of t h e  s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  "mosaic  

of s o c i a l  wor lds . "  D e n s i t y ,  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  and  

c o n d i t i o n  of c e r t a i n  f o r m s  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  p roduces  t h e  s p a t i a l  

s e g m e n t a t i o n  df s p e c i a l i z e d  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  a s  well. 

For  W i r t h ,  d e n s i t y  a s  t h e  p h y s i c a l  v a r i a b l e  of  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  

of  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  what  h e  saw a s  t h e  Darwin- 

i a n  law of  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  form of i n c r e a s i n g  

c a n p e t i t i o n  f o r  d i m i n i s h i n g  r e s o u r c e s  f o r  a n  i n c r e a s e d  number of 

p o p u l a t i o n  o v e r  t h e  same g e o g r a p h i c a l  a r e a ,  c o n s t i t u t e s  one of t h e  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  v a r i a b l e s  of  u rban i sm " a s  a  way of  l i f e . "  I n  o t h e r  

words ,  d e n s i t y  i s  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  i f  n o t  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of  

l a b o u r  i n  g e n e r a l  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  a t  l e a s t  f o r  t h e  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  

o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of  t h e  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  and  t h e  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  

of u r b a n  s p a c e .  Thus ,  t h e  s i z e  and  t h e  d e n s i t y  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

o f  c i t i e s  i n  W i r t h ' s  u rban  s o c i o l o g y  fo rm two of t h e  t h r e e  

s u f f i c i e n t  b a s e s  f o r  t h e  emergence  o f  t h e  d i s t i n c t  f o r m s  o f  s o c i a l  

l i f e  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  u rban i sm.  However, i n  W i r t h ' s  schema,  

t h e  t h i r d  p h y s i c a l  c h g r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  

h e t e r o g e n e i t y ,  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  most  o u t s t a n d i n g  v a r i a b l e  of  modern 

u r b a n i s m .  Thus ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  W i r t h :  

The need  f o r  a d d i n g  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  t o  numbers of  
p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a n e c e s s a r y  and d i s t i n c t  c r i t e r i o n  
of u rban i sm n i g h t  b e  q u e s t i o n e d ,  s i n c e  we s h o u l d  
e x p e c t  t h e  r a n g e  of  d i f f e r e n c e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  w i t h  
numbers.  I n  d e f e n s e ,  i t  may b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  
shows a k i n d  and d e g r e e  of  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  of  pop- 



u l a t i o n  which  c a n n o t  be  w h o l l y  a c c o u n t e d  by t h e  
law of l a r g e  numbers  o r  a d e q u a t e l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  
by means o f  a no rma l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c u r v e .  
Because t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  t h e  c i t y  d o e s  n o t  re- 
produce  i t s e l f ,  i t  must  r e c r u i t  i t s  m i g r a n t s  f rom 
o t h e r  c i t i es ,  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  and  -- i n  t h e  
Uni ted  S t a t e s  u n t i l  r e c e n t l y  -- f r a n  o t h e r  
c o u n t r i e s .  The c i t y  h a s  t h u s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  been  
t h e  m e l t i n g - p o t  of  r a c e s ,  p e o p l e s ,  and c u l t u r e s ,  
and a  most  f a v o r a b l e  b r e e d i n g - g r o u n d  of new 
b i o l o g i c a l  and  c u l t u r a l  h y b r i d s .  (1964:68-9) 

Thus, f o r  W i r t h ,  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  i s  n o t  mere ly  t h e  outcome of  

t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  s i z e  and  d e n s i t y  of  t h e  urban  p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  

i s  a n  o b j e c t i v e l y  g i v e n  s o c i a l  f a c t  which h a s  o b j e c t i v e  consequen-  

ces f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  of  c i t i e s  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  f o r  u rban i sm.  

( c )  H e t e r o g e n e i t y  and  f o r m s  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e :  For W i r t h ,  t h e  

h e t e r o g e n e i t y  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a n  a r e a  a c t s  a s  a d o u b l e  

v a r i a b l e  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  On t h e  one  hand,  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  r e i n -  

f o r c e s  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  and s e g r e g a t i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  size and 

d e n s i t y  on t h e  v a r i o u s  f o r m s  of  s o c i a l  l i f e ;  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  

h e t e r o g e n e i t y  f o s t e r s  a ' l e v e l i n g  i n f l u e n c e '  on t h e  a c t u a l  

c u l t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  I n  o t h e r  

words, h e t e r o g e n e i t y ,  l i k e  d e n s i t y ,  t e n d s  t o  d i s o r g a n i z e  t r a d i -  

t i o n a l  f o r m s  of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  it b r e a k s  down 

t r a d i t i o n a l  t i e s  and f o s t e r s  t o l e r a n c e  f o r  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of  new 

f o r m s  of  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  Whi l e  f o s t e r i n g  t o l e r a n c e ,  

h e t e r o g e n e i t y  t e n d s  t o  ' d e p e r s o n a l i z e '  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n t e n t  of  

t h e  d i v e r s e  c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  by l e v e l i n g  t h e  impac t  of t h e i r  d i f f e r -  

e n c e s .  T h i s  l e v e l i n g ,  i n  t u r n ,  makes it  easier t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h i s  

d i v e r s i t y  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n t e g r a t e  it i n t o  s o c i a l  l i f e  t h r o u g h  a  new 

form o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Hence, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Wi r th ,  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  

t e n d s  t o  produce  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  f o r m s  by  which s o c i a l  o r d e r  c a n  

b e  m a i n t a i n e d .  



Urban h e t e r o g e n e i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  W i r t h ,  b r e a k s  down t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  ways of soc ia l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  T h i s  h a s  two e f f e c t s :  

on t h e  one hand,  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  " t e n d s  t o  b r e a k  down t h e  r i g i d i t y  

of  c a s t e  l i n e s , "  b u t  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  it t e n d s  t o  " c o m p l i c a t e  

t h e  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  . I 1  ( l 9 6 4 : 7 5 )  Thus t h e  d i v e r s i t y  and a p p a r e n t  

s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  f o s t e r e d  by h e t e r o g e n e i t y ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  i n t r o d u c e s  

new f o r m s  and new r u l e s  f o r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  and s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a -  

t i o n .  However, h e t e r o g e n e i t y  d o e s  p r e s e n t  t h e  u rban  i n d i v i d u a l  

w i t h  a  chance  f o r  p e r s o n a l  m o b i l i t y  among v a r i o u s  c u l t u r a l  and 

social  g roups .  T h i s  c h a n c e  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  m o b i l i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  Wi r th ,  h a s  a  number of s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  b o t h  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  and f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s  h e / s h e  

a s s o c i a t e s  w i t h  i n  t h e  u r b a n  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

F i r s t ,  t h i s  new s e n s e  of  s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y ,  s e e m i n g l y  unhamper- 

e d  by t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  norms and e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  

h e l p s  t h e  u rban  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  a c c e p t  and  t o l e r a t e  a  wide  r a n g e  of  

d i v e r s i t y  of c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  of  e x p r e s s i o n s .  T h i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

W i r t h ,  " h e l p s  t o  a c c o u n t ,  t o o ,  f o r  t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  and  c o m o -  

p o l i t a n i s m  of t h e  u r b a n i t e  ." (1964:75)  Hence t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

comes t o  a c q u i r e  a number of i n t e r e s t s  which  c a n n o t  b e  s a t i s f i e d  

o r  met by any s i n g l e  c u l t u r a l  o r  soc ia l  g r o u p ,  o r  by a n y  s i n g l e  

i n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  meet h i s / h e r  i n t e r e s t s ,  t h e  " u r b a n i t e "  

must  a s s o c i a t e  w i t h  a number of i n s t i t u t i o n s  and g r o u p s  t h a t  

c h a r a c t e r i z e  a  h e t e r o g e n o u s  c i t y .  A s  a  consequence ,  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  \Vir th ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  l o y a l t i e s  t o  g r o u p s  and a s s o c i a t i o n s  

are f r agmen ted :  I t . .  .no s i n g l e  g r o u p  h a s  t h e  u n d i v i d e d  a l l e g i a n c e  

of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  " (1964  :75 ) 



Because t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f o r m s  t e m p o r a r y  and  f r a g m e n t e d  

a s s o c i a t i o n s  w i th  d i v e r s e  g r o u p s ,  h e / s h e  n e v e r  a c q u i r e s  a s e n s e  

o f  h i s l h e r  community, o r  comes t o  know, as  Wir th  h a s  p u t  i t ,  

"what i s  t o  h i s  'own b e s t  i n t e r e s t  I "  ( l 9 6 4 : 7 6 ) .  Hence, t h e  

u rban  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  l i t t l e  o r  n o  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  

c o n c e r n  h i s / h e r  community a n d  h i s / h e r  r o l e  i n  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  

development  of t h e  l i f e  of t h e  community.  H i s / h e r  d e c i s i o n s  and  

o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  community l i f e  are i n c r e a s i n g l y  b a s e d  on in fo rm-  

a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  from p u b l i c  s o u r c e s  s u c h  as  t h e  a g e n c i e s  of mass  

media. According t o  W i r t h ,  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  f o s t e r s  t h e  development  

of  mass communicat ion.  I4ass c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  i n  t u r n ,  r e p l a c e s  

t r a d i t i o n a l  forms  of p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  

l i f e  o f  t h e  community. 

W i r t h ' s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  on t h e  

fo rms  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  c i t i e s  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  

i n c r e a s e s  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  a s  d o  s ize  and d e n s i t y .  

W i r t h ' s  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  e f f e c t s  of  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  on t h e  e m e r g i n g  

f o r m s  of i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  s o c i a l  l i f e  s u g g e s t s  a  l a m e n t  f o r  t h e  

l o s s  of g e n u i n e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y .  Moreove r ,  W i r t h  g i v e s  a  r a t h e r  

ambiguous a c c o u n t  of  t h e  f u n c t i o n s ,  e f f e c t s  and  t h e  v a l u e  o f  

mass media i n  c o o r d i n a t i n g  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  i n d i v i d u a l ,  c u l t u r a l  

and  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s .  I n  W i r t h ' s  e s s a y ,  it i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  

clear whe the r  h e  a r g u e s  t h a t  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  g i v e s  r ise  t o  t h e s e  

a g e n c i e s  of mass communica t ion ,  o r  w h e t h e r  mass  communica t ion  is 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  o b s e r v e d  i n  con  j u n c t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Wi r th  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  s o c i a l  



l i f e  i n  c i t ies  was n o t  m e r e l y  a  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  phenomenon b u t ,  i n  

f a c t ,  i t  r e s t e d  on t h e  d i v i s i o n . o f  l a b o u r  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  and 

economic b a s e  of: t h e  d i t y .  However, t h i s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and 

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  b a s e  and i t s  c o o r d i n a t i o n  

t h r o u g h  t h e  " p e c u n i a r y  nexus"  s e r v e  m e r e l y  a s  an  a n a l o g y  f o r  

t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h e  d e p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

and  c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  of  h e t e r o g e n o u s  p o p u l a t i o n s  

whose n e e d s  c a n  o n l y  be  met by s t a n d a r d i z e d  s e r v i c e s .  I n  o t h e r  

words ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of mass  p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  

" p e c u n i a r y  nexus"  i n  t h e  economic  b a s e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  W i r t h ,  

t r a n s l a t e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  and  c u l t u r a l  realm i n t o  t h e  mass p roduc t -  

i o n  o f  s e r v i c e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  o f  f o r m s  by which 

n e e d s  and i n t e r e s t s  c a n  be  met. Moreover ,  t h e  " l e v e l i n g "  of  

g e n e r a l  s e r v i c e s  e x t e n d s  t o  c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  and  s e r v i c e s ,  a s  

well a s  t o  u rban  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s e s :  

The s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s ,  o f  t h e  
r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  and  c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u -  
t i o n s ,  must be  a d j u s t e d  t o  mass r e q u i r e m e n t s .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  
t h e  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  m o v i e s ,  t h e  r a d i o ,  a n d  t h e  news- 
p a p e r s ,  by v i r t u e  of t h e i r  mass  c l i e n t e l e ,  must  
n e c e s s a r i l y  o p e r a t e  a s  l e v e l i n g  i n f l u e n c e s .  The 
p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  a s  i t  a p p e a r s  i n  u r b a n  l i f e  
c o u l d  n o t  be u n d e r s t o o d  u n l e s s  o n e  examined t h e  
mass a p p e a l s  made t h r o u g h  modern propaganda  t e c h -  
n i q u e s .  (1964 :77 ) 

For W i r t h ,  t h e n ,  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t -  

er is t ics  o f  p o p u l a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  s ize,  d e n s i t y ,  and  h e t e r o g e n e i t y ,  rests on 

t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  

The s o c i o l o g i c a l  consequence  of  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  b a s e  o f  popula-  

t i o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Wi r th ,  c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  dominance of c i t i e s  

o v e r  o t h e r  f o r m s  of  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  and i n  t h e  i n c r e a s -  



i n g  dominance  of u rban i sm " a s  a way of  l i f e  ." Urbanism " a s  a way of l i f e "  

a p p e a r s  t o  Wi r th  a s  a  d i s t i n c t  form of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of social l i f e .  

Its d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s ,  however ,  i s  n o t  t h e  mere r e s u l t  o f  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  

numbers ,  d e n s i t y  and  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  of p o p u l a t i o n s .  Urbanism a s  d i s t i n c t  

mode of  l i f e  is t h e  consequence  of t h e  q u a l i t a t i v e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  

s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  e f f e c t e d  by t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  Hence, t h e  r ea l  u n i t  of a n a l y s i s  i n  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  d i s t i n c t  n a t u r e  o f  u r b a n i s m  f r o m  o t h e r  f o r m s  of s o c i a l  

l i f e  c o n s i s t s  of  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  c i t i es .  

For W i r t h ,  u r b a n i s m  r e p r e s e n t s  a  new fo rm of  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  i n t e r -  

a c t i o n .  Idoreover ,  t h i s  c h a n g e  r e f e r s  t o  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  modes o f  ccmmunica- 

t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  u rban i sm s i g n i f i e s  t h e  emergence  o f  a  new b a s i s  f o r  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l .  The n e x t  

s e c t i o n  examines  W i r t h ' s  h y p o t h e s e s  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  s o c i a l  

e v o l u t i o n ,  communica t ion  a n d  u rban i sm a s  a  mode o f  l i f e .  

Urbanism a n d  mass  communica t ion  

W i r t h ' s  t h e o r y  o f  u r b a n i s m  p r o v i d e s  a r a t h e r  s p e c i f i c  a c c o u n t  of t h e  

c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  North 

America.  Urbanism a s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  r a t i o n a l i t y  t h a t  M r t h  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  deve lopmen t  of  c i v i l i z a t i o n  is ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  form of 

r a t i o n a l i t y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  and  economic  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  i n d u s -  

t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  W i r t h ' s  t h e o r y  o f  "u rban i sm as a  

way of  l i f e"  is a n  a c c o u n t  of  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  

p r o d u c t i o n  on s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  c i t ies .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  a c c o u n t  c a r r i e s  a 

s p e c i f i c  t h e o r y  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  T h i s  t h e o r y  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

i n  t u r n ,  rests on  a communica t ion  model .  



U n l i k e  P a r k ,  W i r t h  a p p e a r e d  more r e l u c t a n t  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  s y s t e m i c  

f u n c t i o n s  a n d  d e v e l o p e n t s  of c u l t u r a l  f o r m s ,  s u c h  as u r b a n i s m ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  deve lopmen t  of t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  community. 

While  W i r t h  s t r o n g l y  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  and 

t h e  a c t u a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of u rban i sm are c e r t a i n l y  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

and e c o l o g i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  a  community, h e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  

u rban i sm i s  n o t  mere ly  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  of  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of t h e  

p h y s i c a l  f a c t o r s  of community l i f e ,  b u t  t h a t  it r e p r e s e n t s  a q u a l i t a t i v e  

change  i n  t h e  fo rm and c o n t e n t  of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  community. 

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  u rban i sm d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  n a t u r e  of  a c t u a l ,  a s  well a s  

p o t e n t i a l ,  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  community.  

\ V i r t h l s  i n s i s t e n c e  on t h e  autonomy of u r b a n i s m  a s  a  d i s t i n c t  mode of 

s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e  c a n  b e  e x p l a i n e d  i n  t e r n s  of  wha t  h e  p e r c e i v e d  t o  c o n s t i -  

t u t e  t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  of s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y ,  a n d  i n  terms of  h i s  a s s u m p t i o n s  

a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l .  

On t h e  one  hand ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  s t u d y  u rban i sm a s  a d i s t i n c t  mode of  l i f e ,  and 

a s  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a c t ,  one  m u s t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a s sume  t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r -  

istics of s u c h  a n  e n t i t y  are d i s t i n c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a n d  au tonomous  f r o m  o t h e r  

modes of c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e .  One must  assume t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  

u rban i sm a s  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  phenomenon are d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  i n  form a n d  

f u n c t i o n  f r o m  o t h e r  s o c i a l  f a c t s .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  autonomy of  

u rban i sm as a s o c i a l  f a c t  i n  W i r t h ' s  t h e o r y  rests on t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of  l i f e ,  w h i l e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of  

t h e  fo rms  of c u l t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  d o  

n o t  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c o n t e n t  o r  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  c u l t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  i n  c o l l e c t -  

i v e  l i f e .  Thus ,  i n  w r i t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s -  

p e c t i v e  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  Wi r th  makes  t he  f o l l o w i n g  comments on 



t h e  r o l e  and  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  and economic  a s p e c t s  o f  s o c i a l  

l i f e  : 

M a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of e x i s t e n c e  a c e ,  of c o u r s e ,  
i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  
s t r u c t u r e  and p e r s o n a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and  b e h a v i o r .  
S u b s i s t e n c e ,  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r ,  
s p a t i a l  and t e m p o r a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  and d i s t r i b u t i o n s  
a r e  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of 
e x i s t e n c e  and,  i n  t u r n ,  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e .  kt t h e y  
a r e  n o t  t h e  whole o f  s o c i a l  l i f e .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  
a s  it h a s  been a d e q u a t e l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h r o u g h  
numerous i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  t y p e s  of  a t t i t u d e s ,  pe r son-  
a l i t i e s ,  c u l t u r a l  f o r m s ,  and s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  may h a v e  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  an  e f f e c t  i n  
s h a p i n g  e c o l o g i c a l  p a t t e r n s  and p r o c e s s e s  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  
h a v e  i n  c o n d i t i o n i n g  s o c i a l  and s o c i a l - p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
phenomena. (1964  : l 8 6 )  

S o c i a l  l i f e ,  t h e n ,  i n  W i r t h ' s  schema,  c a n n o t  b e  e x p l a i n e d  i n  t e r n s  of 

i t s  p h y s i c a l ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  o r  economic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a l o n e .  From t h e  f o r e -  

g o i n g  we c a n  assume t h a t  f o r  W i r t h ,  t h e  f i n a l  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  

s o c i a l  l i f e  rest n o t  on t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e x i s t e n c e  b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  

on some p r i n c i p l e  of c a u s a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e a l m  of c a u s e s  and effects  i n  t h e  

development  of p u r e  s o c i a l  f a c t s .  I f  it is n o t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  b a s i s  o f  s o c i a l  

l i f e  t h a t  o f f e r s  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

s o c i a l  l i f e  and i ts p r e v a i l i n g  o r d e r ,  t h e n  what  is  i t  t h a t  h o l d s  s o c i a l  l i f e  

t o g e t h e r  a n d ,  moreove r ,  how c a n  we e x p l a i n  i t s  a p p a r e n t  o r d e r ?  For W i r t h ,  

a s  f o r  Pa rk ,  s o c i a l  o r d e r  rests on t h e  d e g r e e  and  f o r m  o f  c o n s e n s u s  on t h e  

g o a l s  and a i m s  of  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e .  

Wir th  makes a  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween t h e  f o r m s  of  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  

c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  canmuni ty  and  s o c i e t y ,  a s  d i d  Pa rk .  For W i r t h ,  t h e  term 

"community" d e s i g n a t e s  a n  e c o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t .  The o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  

community, a c c o r d i n g  t o  W i r t h ,  res ts  on " o r g a n i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s , "  i ,e., on 

t h e  s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  p l a n t  and  a n i m a l  communi t i e s .  

These " o r g a n i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s "  are b a s e d  on ,  and are c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y ,  t h e  



dynamics of t h e  s p a t i a l  proximity of t h e  popula t ions  of t e r r i t o r i a l  

communities. I n  terms of human communities, t h e s e  "organic  r e l a t i o n s h i p s "  

i nc lude  t h e  "common l i f e  based upon t h e  mutual correspondence of i n t e r e s t s "  

(1964:166) of a  geographical  a r ea .  

\Yhile one of t h e  p recond i t i ons  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i s  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  

o rganiza t ion  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of community l i f e ,  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of s o c i a l  

l i f e  r e s t s  on t h e  c o n t r a c t u a l  c h a r a c t e r  of consensus above a l l  o the r  

cons ide ra t i ons .  Thus, accord ing  t o  Wirth, I t . . .  s o c i e t y . .  .has  come t o  r e f e r  

more t o  t h e  w i l l e d  and c o n t r a c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between men which, i t  has  

been assumed, a r e  l e s s  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d  than t h e i r  o rgan ic  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

by t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  space  ." (1964:166) 

For Wirth,  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p s  and c o n t r a c t u a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of human s o c i a l  l i f e  

rests u l t i m a t e l y  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  " soc i a l  group." For Wirth,  " s o c i a l  

group" d e s i g n a t e s  a  ca t ego ry  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e  which 

i n c l u d e s  both t h e  "organic" forms of organiza t ion  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  

community, and t h e  c o n t r a c t u a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  

The concept of t h e  " s o c i a l  group" -- a s  t h e  Durkheimian concept  of s o c i e t y  

a s  a  s u i  g e n e r i s  e n t i t y  -- i s  capab le  of account ing f o r  the1!organic  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p s "  of t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  of communities, and f o r  t h e  c o n t r a c t u a l  a s soc i a -  

t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of s o c i e t y ,  a s  well a s  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

t h e s e  two forms of o rgan iza t ion  i n  t h e  es tab l i shment  of s o c i a l  o r d e r .  O r ,  

t o  give Wi r th ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  explana tory  powers of t h e  concept  of t h e  

" soc i a l  group": 

A s  h e r e  used, t h e  word ' s o c i a l  group'  is t h e  gene r i c  
term, whereas 'community' and ' s o c i e t y '  a r e  subord ina t e  
terms bear ing  c o r r e l a t i v e  and r e c i p r o c a l  r e l a t i o n s  t o  
one another . .  . .Every s o c i a l  group e x i s t s  i n  a t e r r i t o r i a l ,  
phys i ca l ,  and e c o l o g i c a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n  a social-psycho-  
l o g i c a l ,  bond, t h e  two r e p r e s e n t i n g  oppos i t e  po les  toward 



one  o r  t h e  o t h e r  of  which e v e r y  s o c i a l  g r o u p  t e n d s  
more o r  less. For p u r p o s e s  o f  g e t t i n g  a n  answer  t o  
s a n e  q u e s t i o n s  it i s  b e s t  t o  c o n c e i v e  of  a  social 
g r o u p  a s  a  community,  f o r  o t h e r s ,  a s  a  s o c i e t y .  They 
a r e  n o t  two  d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of  g r o u p  l i f e  b u t  t w o  
a s p e c t s  of  a l l  human g r o u p  l i f e .  (1964:167-8)  

However, u n l l k e  Durkheim 's s u i  g e n e r i s  c o l l e c t i v e  c o n s c i e n c e  which  

s u p p l i e s  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  c u l t u r a l  and  s o c i a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  

i n  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e ,  W i r t h ' s  " s o c i a l  g roup"  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  c r y s t a l l i z e d  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of  communica t ion  of  i n d i v i d u a l  human b e i n g s .  

F o l l o w i n g  P a r k  and  John Dewey, W i r t h  c o n s t r u c t s  a  t h e o r y  o f  s o c i e t y  a n d  

s o c i a l  l i f e  based  on a  communica t ion  model.  Acco rd ing  t o  W i r t h ,  ". . .what 

makes e v e r y  community a  s o c i e t y  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  human s o c i a l  

l i f e  i n v a r i a b l y  i n v o l v e s  some d e g r e e  of  communica t ion  .I' (1964 :168)  

S o c i e t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  ' J i r t h ,  is b a s e d  on some form of  m o r a l  o r d e r .  

T h i s  mora l  o r d e r  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  c o n s e n s u s .  For  W i r t h ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  

s o c i a l  l i f e  rests u l t i m a t e l y  on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  

b r i n g  a b o u t  c o n s e n s u s .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  s t u d y  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i m p l i e s  

t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  c a n i n u n i c a t i o n  i n  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  c o n s e n s u s .  

Yet, a s  W i r t h  p o i n t s  o u t ,  c o n s e n s u s  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i m p l y  a g r e e -  

ment on t h e  c o n t e n t  of i s s u e s  and  i n t e r e s t s .  I n s t e a d ,  c o n s e n s u s  r e f e r s  t o  

" t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  h a b i t  of i n t e r c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  o f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  d e b a t e ,  

n e g o t i a t i o n  and  compromise,  and  t h e  t o l e r a t i o n  o f  h e r e s i e s ,  o r  e v e n  i n d i f f e r -  

e n c e ,  u p  t o  t h e  p o i n t  of  'clear and  p r e s e n t '  d a n g e r  which  t h r e a t e n s  t h e  l i f e  

o f  t h e  s o c i e t y . "  (1964:34)  Consensus  i s  a s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  s o c i a l  

l i f e  a s  opposed  t o  community l i f e .  Consensus  i n  s o c i e t y  d o e s  n o t  rest on 

t h e  i d e n t i t y  of i n t e r e s t s  and  g o a l s  o f  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  communica t ion  b u t  

it rests on a  m u t u a l  ag reemen t  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  a n d  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

communica t ion .  T h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  of c o n s e n s u s  p l a y s  an  

i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  W i r t h ' s  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  what  h e  c a l l s  modern 

s o c i e t y  a s  well a s  i n  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  u r b a n i s m  a s  one  of  t h e  m a j o r  d e v e l o p -  



ments of t h e  organiza t ion  of modern s o c i a l  l i f e .  

Faced with having t o  exp la in  t h e  he t e rogene i ty  of c u l t u r a l  forms and 

t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of t h e  moral o rder  -; given t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of i n t e r e s t s  and 

c u l t u r a l  forms of express ions  f o s t e r e d  by t h e  dens i ty  and t h e  he t e rogene i ty  

of popula t ions  involved i n  communicative i n t e r a c t i o n s  -- Wirth p u t s  h i s  

communication model of s o c i a l  l i f e  t o  i t s  t h e o r e t i c a l  t a sk .  S ince  Wirth 

has  assumed t h a t  because consensus  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  

and of s o c i a l  o rde r ,  and because consensus i s  achieved through p a r t i c i p a -  

t i o n  i n  cmmunica t ive  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  t h e  q u a n t i t y  of t h e  channels  of 

communication can a c t  a s  some s o r t  of i n d i c a t o r s ,  or measures, of t h e  mode 

of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  and t h e  degree of i ts o rde r .  Thus, given a  c e r t a i n  

q u a n t i t a t i v e  change i n  t h e  s i z e ,  d e n s i t y ,  and t h e  he te rogene i ty  of t h e  

popula t ion  of a  geographical  cminuni ty ,  changes i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  of cmmunica- 

t i v e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  t h a t  comprise t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  

" s o c i a l  group" will fo l low n e c e s s a r i l y .  These changes,  i n  t u r n ,  w i l l  

r e f l e c t  and poin t  t o  changing t r e n d s  i n  t h e  modes of consensus and,  t h e r e -  

f o r e ,  i n  t h e  modes of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  and t h e  na tu re  of s o c i a l  o rder .  

These premises impl ied  i n  Wi r th ' s  t heo ry  of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  al low 

him t o  i n f e r  t h a t  mass communications a r e  t h e  products  of demographics on 

t h e  one hand, and on t h e  o t h e r ,  t h a t  they  func t ion  a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  models 

f o r  t h e  r eo rgan iza t ion  of s o c i a l  o r d e r .  I n  Wir th ' s  s o c i a l  t h e o r y ,  mass 

communication s i g n a l s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of new modes of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion :  

I n  mass canmunications we have unlocked a  new s o c i a l  
f o r c e  of ye t  i n c a l c u l a b l e  magnitude. I n  comparison 
with a l l  previous s o c i a l  means f o r  b u i l d i n g  or  des t roy-  
i n g  t h e  world t h i s  new f o r c e  looms a s  a  g i g a n t i c  ins t rument  
of i n f i n i t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  good or e v i l .  It h a s  t h e  
power t o  bu i ld  l o y a l t i e s ,  t o  undermine them, and t h u s  by 
f u r t h e r i n g  or  h inde r ing  consensus t o  a f f e c t  a l l  o t h e r  
sou rces  of power. 3y g i v i n g  people acces s  t o  a l t e r n a t i v e  
views mass communication does of course  open t h e  door t o  
t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of a l l  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  s o l i d a r i t i e s ,  



whi le  i t  c r e a t e s  new ones. (1964:38) 

Of t h e s e  new forms of " s o c i a l  s o l i d a r i t i e s "  c r e a t e d  and f o s t e r e d  by 

mass communication, urbanism appears  a s  t h e  most dominant mode of organ- 

i z a t i o n .  Thus, i n  \ ' i i r t h l s  schema, urbanism i s  p a r t l y  t h e  product of demo- 

g raph ic s ,  i n s o f a r  a s  demographics provide t h e  phys i ca l  cond i t i ons  and 

channels  of communicative i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  but mos t ly ,  and i n s o f a r  a s  i t s  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  is concerned, urbanism i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a  

p r i n c i p l e  of a  new form of o rgan iza t ion  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  In  o the r  words, 

"urbanism a s  a  way of l i f e "  r e p r e s e n t s  changes i n  t h e  cond i t i ons  of cmmuni- 

c a t i o n s  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  These changes,  i n  t u r n ,  a f f e c t  t h e  modes of commu- 

n i c a t i o n s :  changes i n  t h e  modes of communication a l t e r  t h e  b a s i s  and t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  i n  genera l .  

W i r t h t s  theory  of "urbanism a s  a  way of l i f e "  rests on a  communication- 

al model of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion .  This model assumes t h a t  communication i s ,  

i n  some s e n s e ,  an independent v a r i a b l e  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  t h a t  it i s  both 

p r i o r  t o  and no t  determined by o t h e r  s o c i a l  f a c t s  such a s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of 

Bbour, o r  t h e  economic o rgan iza t ion  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  f o r  i n s t ance .  It assumes 

a l s o  t h a t  communication t echno log ie s  a r e  no t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  e x i -  

genc i e s  of t h e  economic and s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of product ion,  bu t  have 

been developed merely t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  exchange of information.  Moreover, 

Wi r th ' s  model of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between mass communication and urbanism 

a s  a  way of l i f e  sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  media of communication a r e  i n  f a c t  t h e  

n e u t r a l  a g e n t s  of t h e  development of new modes of consensus and of t h e  

s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of urbanism a s  a  mode of group l i f e .  

Given t h e  above, it is n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  Wi r th ' s  theory of urbanism 

f a i l s  t o  account  f o r  s p e c i f i c  economic o r  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  communica- 

t i o n s  t echno log ie s  and t h e  mass media might conce ivably  perform i n  t h e  
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processes  of u rban iza t ion .  It f a i l s  t o  account f o r  t h e s e  f u n c t i o n s  because 

i t  does not  c o n s i d e r  them a s  e i t h e r  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  of t h e  h i s t o r i c -  

a l  development o r  t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f ,  nor a s  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e s  

of t h e  s o c i a l  forms of t h e  urban system. I n  o the r  words, according t o  

Wirth,  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of urbanism must be expla ined  p r imar i l y  

i n  terms of i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  with s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  gene ra l ,  i .e . ,  i n  terms of 

its f u n c t i o n s  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s o c i a l  o rde r ,  o r  consensus,  and not  i n  terms 

of t h e  ' m a t e r i a l  cond i t i ons  ' of s o c i a l  l i f e  . 
Moreover, s i n c e  \Vi r th t s  s o c i a l  t heo ry  i m p l i e s  a  cmmunica t iona l  model 

of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i t  shouldn 't be s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  of urbanism i s  seen by him i n  t h e  rise of mass media and mass 

communication. From Wir th ' s  t heo ry ,  it appears  t h a t  mass communication can 

hardly be cons idered  a s  an e f f e c t  of t h e  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  product- 

ion  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  Rather,  mass communication, i n  h i s  pe r spec t ive ,  must 

be seen a s  t h e  a c t u a l  and p o t e n t i a l  cond i t i on  of t h i s  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  

of mass s o c i e t y  i t s e l f .  These assumptions about t h e  na tu re  of mass communi- 

c a t i o n s ,  and i t s  r o l e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  new forms of s o c i a l  l i f e  and new 

modes of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion ,  have a t t r a c t e d  a  number of  criticism^.^ Most 

of t h e s e  c r i t i c i s m  have c a l l e d  i n t o  ques t ion  t h e  under ly ing  premise of 

Wir th ' s  s o c i a l  t heo ry ,  namely t h a t  c u l t u r e  -- e i t h e r  a s  a  system of canmuni- 

c a t i v e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  or  a s  a  system of va lues  -- i s  capable  of gene ra t i ng  

new forms of s o c i a l  l i f e  and new modes of o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  Of 

t h e s e  criticisms, perhaps Manuel C a s t e l l s  ' has  been t h e  s h a r p e s t  ( l976a ; 1977) .  

According t o  C a s t e l l s ,  \V i r th l s  a t tempt  t o  ana lyze  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i -  

cance  of t h e  s o c i a l  forms of urban l i f e ,  such a s  "urbanism a s  a  way of l i f e , "  

only i n  terms of t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  appearances,  amounts t o  a  mythical  account 

of " the  p roces se s  of a c c u l t u r a t i o n  t o  modern s o c i e t y ,  i.e., t o  American 



s o c i e t y  .I1 ( C a s t e l l s ,  l 9 7 6 a  :38) 

W i r t h ' s  t h e o r y  of "urbanism a s  a way of  l i f e "  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a t h e o r y  o f  

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A s  s u c h ,  it d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  a  t h e o r y  of t h e  s p e c i f i o -  

i t y  of  u rban  f o r m s ,  i .e., of t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  deve lopmen t ,  o r  of 

t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  sys t em.  W s r t h ' s  t h e o r y  d o e s  n o t  

g i v e  u s  a  d i s t i n c t  t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge a b o u t  d i s t i n c t  s o c i a l  p h e n m e n a  

t h a t  might  c h a r a c t e r i z e  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  c i t ies .  The l a s t  s e c t i o n  of t h i s  - 

c h a p t e r  r e v i e w s  W i r t h ' s  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  an  u rban  t h e o r y  and a s s e s s e s  t h e i r  

c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  on t h e  n a t u r e  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of u r b a n  l i f e .  

W i r t h ' s  Urban Theory  

W i r t h ' s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  of  u rban i sm i s  based  on t h e  

a s sumpt ion  t h a t  u rban i sm is  a  d i s t i n c t  mode of  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i .e., t h a t  i t  

i s  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a c t  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e .  I n  o r d e r  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  t h i s  mode o f  l i f e  on s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

and s o c i a l  o r d e r  i n  g e n e r a l ,  Wir th  t u r n e d  t o  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  s o c i a l  

and c u l t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  i n  c i t i e s .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  Vdirth 

assumed t h a t  by s y s t e m a t i z i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  and  p o l i t i c a l  

forms h e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  c i t y ,  h e  c o u l d  p e r h a p s  e n c a p s u l a t e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  

f e a t u r e s  of  u r b a n i s m  a s  a s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a c t  of  s o c i a l  l i f e .  

The s y s t e m a t i c  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  ser ies  of  p h e n m e n a  h e  o b s e r v e d  i n  c i t i e s  

rests on a  number of i n f e r e n c e s  h e  h a s  made f rom a number of s i m u l t a n e o u s  

o c c u r r e n c e s  of  c e r t a i n  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of  North 

American c i t ies  and  c e r t a i n  b e h a v i o u r s  t h a t  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e s e  c i t ies .  

I n  o t h e r  words ,  W i r t h ' s  u rban  t h e o r y  is b a s e d  on a  series of c o n j e c t u r e s  

a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
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of c i t i e s  and t h e i r  s o c i a l  l i f e .  

To b e g i n  w i t h ,  Wir th  h a s  assumed t h a t  t h e  s i ze ,  d e n s i t y  and  h e t e r o -  

g e n e i t y  of  u r b a n  p o p u l a t i o n s  are g i v e n s  and n o t  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  r e s u l t  of  

d i s t i n c t  p r o c e s s e s  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  c i t y ,  its t t e c o l o g i c a l  ~ r g a n i z a t i o n , ' ~  i s  viewed by 

Wir th  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  of  u rban i sm a s  a  s o c i a l  f a c t . $  Fran  t h i s  

a s sumpt ion  it is e a s y  t o  i n f e r  t h a t  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a n  a r e a  migh t  g i v e  r ise  t o  new f  orms of  s o c i a l  and  c u l t u r a l  

l i f e ,  i .e., f o r m s  whose n o v e l t y  is e n t i r e l y  dependen t  on t h e  p r e s e n c e  o r  

a b s e n c e  of t h e s e  p h y s i c a l  v a r i a b l e s .  

Given W i r t h l s  h y p o t h e s i s  we c a n  assume,  f o r  example ,  t h a t  small and 

homogenous p o p u l a t i o n s  w i l l  s h o ~  a  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  of  p r imary  r e l a t i o n s  -- 

a s s o c i a t i o n s  by s e n t i m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e r e s t  --  and i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t i c i p a -  

t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c a l  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  i n  t h e i r  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Given t h i s  

h y p o t h e s i s ,  we c a n  a l s o  assume t h a t  d e n s i t y  and  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  w i l l  a lways  

be a c c o n p a n i e d  by a d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  and v a l u e s ,  by second- 

a r y  r e l a t i o n s ,  by i s o l a t i o n  a n d  m a r g i n a l i t y ,  and  by anomie  a n d  n o n - p a r t i c i -  

p a t i o n  i n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  

However, a  number of  e m p i r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  show 

a  c o n c l u s i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween urbanism as  a  way o f  l i f e  a n d  t h e  size 

and d e n s i t y  of p o p u l a t i o n s . 5  I n s t e a d ,  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  

t h e s e  p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  i ndus -  

t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  i . e . ,  of  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  p o p u l a t i o n s  a round  

i n d u s t r y ;  of  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of goods and s e r v i c e s ;  and of t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of  economic f u n c t i o n s  i n  modern i n d u s t r y .  The " independent  

v a r i a b l e s t 1  o f  W i r t h l s  u r b a n i s m  are, i n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  

of l a b o u r  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  The p h y s i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  u r b a n  f o r m s ,  



s u c h  a s  t h e  d e n s i t y  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  are t h e  s p e c i f i c  

e f f e c t s  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  development  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  i n  product -  

i o n .  

Moreover ,  W i r t h ' s  c o n c e p t  of urbanism , d e s c r i p t i v e  o f  c u l t u r a l  

d i v e r s i t y ,  h e t e r o g e n e i t y ,  anomie and d e p e r s o n a l i z a t i o n  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  r e s u l t s  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  of 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  c i t i e s .  Thus W i r t h ' s  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  c i t i e s  g e n e r a t e  

new f o r m s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  

t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  urbanism a s  a  d i s t i n c t  s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a c t .  H i s  t h e o r y  

f a i l s  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y  of u rban i sm b e c a u s e  i t  f a i l s  t o  a c c o u n t  

f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  and soc ia l  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  h a v e  produced t h e  d i s t i n c t  

a p p e a r a n c e  o f  "urbanism as  a  way o f  l i f e . "  

While it u n d o u b t e d l y  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  i s  t h e  g e n e r a t o r  of new 

f o r m s  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  c i t y  is o n l y  t h e  l o c u s  of  social  change .  

Moreover,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  is t h e  l o c u s  of s o c i a l  change  is ,  i n  i t s e l f ,  

a n  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t .  A s  it h a s  been  p o i n t e d  o u t  by G. S j o b e r g  ( 1 9 6 5 a ) ,  w h i l e  

i n  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s  t h e  c i t y  h a s  been h i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  

communica t ion  -- and t h e r e f o r e  one  of t h e  major  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  change  

-- t h e  r o l e  of  "urbanism" i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  and  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s o c i a l  

change  r e q u i r e s  " c l e a r e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  and e m p i r i c a l  documen ta t ion"  t h a n  h a s  

been  p r o v i d e d  by  t h e  W i r t h i a n  i n s p i r e d  u rban  t h e o r y  and  u r b a n  r e s e a r c h .  

Thus \Yir th  's h y p o t h e s i s  c .on fuses  t h e  c o n t e n t ,  o r  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  of  

c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  . i n  t h e  c i t y ,  w i t h  t h e  social  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  development  and 

t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  c u l t u r e  i t se l f  i n  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  

W i r t h ' s  t h e o r y  o f  "urbanism a s  a  way of l i f e "  c o n f u s e s  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  

c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  o b s e r v e d  i n  c i t i e s ,  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Moreover,  i t  c o n f u s e s  t h e  f orms of  r a t i o n a l i t y  a s s o c i a t e d  
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w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

i n h e r e n t  f o r m  of r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  Western  c i v i l i z a t i o n  i t s e l f .  

While W i r t h ' s  t h e o r y  o f  u rban i sm s u g g e s t e d  a  more s y s t e m a t i c  approach  

t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  u r b a n  phenomena t h a n  was p roposed  by P a r k ,  h i s  

s t r a t e g i e s  f o r  t h e  development  o f  a  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  o f  u rban i sm r e s t e d  on a  

number of unexamined a s s u m p t i o n s  and c o n j e c t u r e s  a b w t  demograph ic s  and  

s o c i a l  l i f e .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  W i r t h ' s  t h e o r y  of  u r b a n i s m  a p p e a r s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  

more t o  an  i d e o l o g i c a l  d i s c o u r s e  on c u l t u r e  i n  g e n e r a l  t h a n  t o  a  t h e o r y  of 

t h e  s p e c i f i c  f e a t u r e s  of u r b a n i s m  a s  a mode o r  form of social  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

CONCLUSION 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of  u r b a n  s o c i a l  l i f e  p roposed  by R o b e r t  E. Pa rk  and 

Lou i s  Wi r th  are c o n c e r n e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m a t i c  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  and modes of s o c i a l  o r d e r .  The c i t y  i t s e l f  a p p e a r s  

i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g s  a s  t h e  l o c u s  of  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

c u l t u r e  and  i t s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n s .  

I n  b o t h  P a r k ' s  and W i r t h ' s  u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y ,  c u l t u r e  a p p e a r s  a s  t h e  most 

e s s e n t i a l  s o c i a l  f a c t  of  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e  o f  human s o c i e t i e s .  For b o t h  

t h e s e  s o c i o l o g i s t s  c u l t u r e  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  a c t u a l  o r g a n i z i n g  p r i n c i p l e  of  

s o c i a l  o r d e r .  

However, t h e  c o n c e p t  of  c u l t u r e  i n  b o t h  P a r k ' s  and  W i r t h ' s  t h e o r i e s  of 

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  a s  a  t r u l y  " s o c i o l o g i c a l  fac t"  i n  t h e  

Durkheimian s e n s e  of t h e  term. Both Pa rk  and W i r t h  seem r e l u c t a n t  t o  

d e f i n e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween c u l t u r e  and social  l i f e  from a s o c i o l o g i c a l  

p remise ,  i.e., t o  p l a c e  it  i n  t h e  r e a l m  of s o c i a l  f ac t s .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  

c o n c e p t u a l  domain  o f  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e i r  s o c i a l  t h e o r i e s  s h i f t s  f rom a n  

ambiguous claim t h a t  human n a t u r e  i s  b o t h  t h e  a c t u a l  and  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  



key t o  t h e  understanding of c u l t u r e  and s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  (Pa rk ) ,  t o  t h e  

claim t h a t  c u l t u r e  is  t h e  product of q u a n t i t a t i v e  ( i . e . ,  p h y s i c a l )  changes 

i n  t h e  demographic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of popula t ions  i n  cons t an t  a r e a s  (Wirth).  

I n  o the r  words, c u l t u r e  is both an e s s e n t i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of human n a t u r e ,  

and an e f f e c t  of t h e  eco log ica l  o rgan iza t ion  of s o c i e t i e s ,  i.e., of t h e  

o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of humam t o  each o ther  and t o  t h e i r  environ-  

ments. 

"Urbanism" wi th in  t h i s  pe r spec t ive  appears ,  on t h e  one hand, a s  a  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  express ion  of human n a t u r e  (Park)  and, on t h e  o t h e r ,  it appears  

a s  a  new mode of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  (Wirth) .  The most gene ra l  conc lus ions  

of t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  i nqu i ry  i n t o  urban phenomena undertaken by Park and 

Wirth can be summed up a s  fo l lows:  

Cities r e p r e s e n t  a  s p e c i a l  a s p e c t  of s o c i a l  l i f e ;  urbanism i s  a  way 

of l i f e  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of humans. Urbanism, a s  

a  mode of group l i f e ,  ha s  evolved h i s t o r i c a l l y  from what was seen t o  be a  

s impler  form of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of r u r a l  communities. 

In  t h i s  s ense ,  t hen ,  urbanism i s  a l s o  i n d i c a t i v e  of a  more canplex form of 

s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion .  

For Park,  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of urban l i f e  i l l u s t r a t e d  

h i s t o r i c a l  developments i n  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion .  According t o  Park, ". . . t he  

evo lu t ion  of s o c i e t y  i s . . . in  one of i t s  a s p e c t s ,  t h e  evo lu t ion  of a  

t e r r i t o r i a l  o rganiza t ion"  (1952:231). Moreover, t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  organiza- 

t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i n  Pa rk ' s  schema, i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  cond i t i ons  f o r  s o c i a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n s  by a f f e c t i n g  t h e  process  of communication i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  

Since s o c i e t y ,  according t o  Park, " e x i s t s  i n  and through communication'' 

( l952: l74) ,  - t h e  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  a f f e c t  communication w i l l  a l s o  a f f e c t  t h e  

processes  by which s o c i a l  l i f e  i s  organized  and ordered.  
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T e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e n ,  i s  n o t  o n l y  i l l u s t r a t i v e  of t h e  h i s t o r y  

of  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  it a c t s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n i n g  v a r i a b l e s  

of t h e  p a t t e r n s  of  communicat ion.  P a t t e r n s  of communica t ion ,  i n  t u r n ,  

a p p e a r  a s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  f orms of social  l i f e .  Thus,  Pa rk  c o n s i d e r s  t h e  

t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  s u c h  a s  t h e  u rban  s t r u c t u r e ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  a s  g e n e r a t i v e  of new c u l t u r a l  f  orms . 
Wirth  a t t e m p t e d  t o  t a k e  a more s y s t e m a t i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e  p h y s i c a l  a s p e c t s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  and t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  i t s  c u l t u r a l  o r d e r  t h a n  d i d  Pa rk .  Wi r th  c o n s i d e r e d  urban- 

i s m  a s  a  s p e c i f i c  e x p l a n a t o r y  c a t e g o r y  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r y  and t h e  c m p l e x i t y  

of  t h e  dynamic o f  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  For W i r t h ,  u rban i sm a s  a mode o f  l i f e  

i n  s o c i e t y  a p p e a r e d  p a r t l y  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  a  t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Thus,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Wi r th ,  one  o f  t h e  m a j o r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

of  q u a n t i t a t i v e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  s i z e ,  d e n s i t y  and  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  o f  popula-  

t i o n s  is  t h e  emergence  o f  u rban i sm a s  a d o n i n a n t  mode of g r o u p  l i f e .  By 

l i n k i n g  t h e  emergence  of  u rban i sm t o  d e m o g r a p h i c s ,  Wi r th  c l a i m e d  t h a t  

u rban i sm a s  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  phenomenon c a n  be  t h u s  q u a n t i f i e d .  Moreover,  

h e  assumed t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t a t i v e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  u rban i sm t o  social  organ-  

i z a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  c a n  b e  p r e d i c t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  demograph ic s  a l o n e .  

It i s  i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  W i r t h  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  

p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  a g g r e g a t e  masses i n  c i t i e s  s i g n a l s  t h e  a r r i v a l  of  a new 

form of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n :  mass s o c i e t y .  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  f o r  b o t h  Pa rk  a n d  W i r t h ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of urban-  

i s m  s e r v e d  as  t h e  v e h i c l e s  for t h e o r i z i n g  a b o u t  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 

i ts c h a n g i n g  modes . Both s o c i o l o g i s t s  h e l d  f i r m l y  t h a t  t h e  o r d e r  6f s o c i a l  

l i f e  d e p e n d s  on a  set of s h a r e d  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  on a n  a g r e e -  



ment and w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  t o l e r a t e  and i n t e g r a t e  a  c e r t a i n  degree of d i f f e r -  

ences  i n  g o a l s  implied by competing v a l u e  systems. I n  other  words, t h e  

b a s i s  of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  and t h e  degree  of i ts o rde r ,  f o r  both Park and 

Wirth,  c o n s i s t e d  of t h e  "moral o rder"  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  or of consensus.  

The i n f l u x  of people i n t o  t h e  c i t i e s  of i n d u s t r i a l  America appeared t o  

Park and Wirth a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  prev ious ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  modes of 

main ta in ing  consensus and, t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  p reva i l i ng  order 

of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  concerns  of their  urban theory  

have been developed i n  response t o  what seemed t o  them a s  t h e  impending 

problems of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  " soc i a l  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n "  of t r a d i t i o n a l  l i f e .  

For Park, and even more s o  f o r  Wirth,  t h e  growing masses of c i t i es ,  t h e i r  

he t e rogene i ty  and t h e  i nc reas ing  d e n s i t y  of urban l i f e ,  a l l  c a r r i e d  a  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a t  reached  beyond t h e  limits of c i t y  l i f e .  

These changes i n  t h e  phys ica l  s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  c i t i e s  s i g n i f i e d  

both t h e  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  l i f e  and i t s  r eo rgan iza t ion  

by t h e  emergence of a  new form of c u l t u r e  : urbanism. 

The i n f l u x  of l a r g e  numbers of people  i n t o  c i t i e s ,  t h e i r  concen t r a t i on  

i n t o  "masses" -- t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  e f f e c t s  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  processes  of 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n - - s e e m e d  t o  Park and Wirth a s  an e f f e c t  of t h e  evo lu t ion  

of t h e  c u l t u r a l  o rganiza t ion  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  For t h e s e  s o c i o l o g i s t s ,  urban- 

i s m  a s  a  mode of l i f e  appeared a s  a  phase i n  t h e  evo lu t ion  of forms of 

c u l t u r e ,  or in modes of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion .  

However, t h e i r  concept of c u l t u r e  is  not  e x a c t l y  a  s o c i a l  ca tegory  i n  

t h e  Durkheirnian s ense  of t h e  term. Park and Wirth have d iscussed  t h e  soc io-  

l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n s  of c u l t u r e  i n  terms of e c o l o g i c a l  ana logies .  By r e l a t i n g  

t h e  specific c u l t u r a l  c o n t e n t s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  t h e  c i t ies  of i n d u s t r i a l  

America t o  e c o l o g i c a l  p rocesses  i n  g e n e r a l ,  Park and Wirth have t ransformed 
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b o t h  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  c u l t u r e  i n  g e n e r a l  and  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  u rban i sm i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  i n t o  a n  a h i s t o r i c a l  and  s o c i o l o g i c a l l y  n o n - s p e c i f i c  c a t e g o r y  of  

a n a l y s i s .  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e i r  u r b a n  t h e o r i e s  f a i l  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s p e c i f i c  

t h e o r e t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of u r b a n  s o c i a l  and s p a t i a l  

f orms . Moreove r ,  t h e y  a l s o  f a i l  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  

c o n c e p t u a l  b o u n d a r i e s  of  t h e  term u r b a n .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e y  do  n o t  p r o v i d e  a n  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  what  o b j e c t s  and e v e n t s  o u g h t  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  d i s t i n c t l y  

u r b a n .  

What t h e  u r b a n  t h e o r i e s  o f  P a r k  and Wi r th  d o  p r o v i d e  is a  special 

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  on 

s o c i a l  l i f e  and  i t s  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  c i t i e s  i n  North America. 

Manuel C a s t e l l s  (1977) ,  one of  t h e  more i n s i s t e n t  c r i t i c s  of t h e  Chicago 

s c h o o l  o r  u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y ,  c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e  Ch icago  s c h o o l  o f  s o c i o l o g y  as  

c o n c e i v e d  by P a r k  and Wi r th  f a i l s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  c u l t u r e  is s p e c i f i e d  

n o t  by t h e  l o g i c  of e c o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  a s  s u c h ,  b u t  by s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  

and s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  (1976a;  1976b ;  1 9 7 7 ) .  Accord ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  

t h e o r i e s  o f  u r b a n  c u l t u r e  d e v e l o p e d  by what h e  sees as  " t h e  c u l t u r a l i s t  p e r s -  

p e c t i v e "  a r e  i n  f a c t  i d e o l o g i c a l  a c c o u n t s  of a c c u l t u r a t i o n  t o  i n d u s t r i a l  

s o c i e t y .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  "urbanism a s  a  way o f  l i f e "  

d e s c r i b e s  t h e  c u l t u r e  of  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n :  

. . , . the f a c t  r e m a i n s  t h a t  ' u rban  c u l t u r e '  a s  it is 
p r e s e n t e d ,  i s  n e i t h e r  a c o n c e p t  n o r  a  t h e o r y .  It 
is ,  s t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g ,  a  myth,  s i n c e  it r e c o u n t s ,  
i d e o l o g i c a l l y ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  human s p e c i e s .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  w r i t i n g s  on ' u r b a n  s o c i e t y '  which 
are b a s e d  d i r e c t l y  on t h i s  myth,  p r o v i d e  t h e  key- 
words  o f  an i d e o l o g y  of  m o d e r n i t y ,  a s s i m i l a t e d ,  i n  
a n  e t h n o c e n t r i c  way, t o  t h e  s o c i a l  f o r m s  o f  l i b e r a l  
c a p i t a l i s m .  (1977:83) 

However, w i t h i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  of  t h e  Ch icago  s c h o o l  of u rban  t h e o r i z -  

i n g ,  a n  a t t e m p t  was made t o  d e v e l o p  a more s y s t e m a t i c  approach  t o  t h e  
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r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween c u l t u r e ,  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  u r b a n  l i f e .  T h i s  

a p p r o a c h  was d e v e l o p e d  f r m  P a r k ' s  p r o p o s a l s  t o  a p p l y  t h e  methods  of p l a n t  

and  a n i m a l  e c o l o g y  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

be tween s o c i a ' l  and  t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The s e c o n d  p a r t  of t h i s  t h e s i s  

e x a m i n e s  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  a t t e m p t .  The f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  c h a p t e r s  d i s c u s s  

t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o f  u rban  t h e o r i s t s  who b a s e d  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  r e l a -  

t i o n s h i p  be tween  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and  u r b a n  f o r m s  on t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e  i n s p i r e d  by Pa rk .  These  t h e o r i s t s  a r e  R o d e r i c k  D. McKenzie, 

E r n e s t  W. h r g e s s ,  and Leo F. S c h n o r e .  C h a p t e r  6 p r e s e n t s  a p a r t i c u l a r  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e  u rban  

s t r u c t u r e  a n d  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  p roposed  i n  a s t u d y  c o n d u c t e d  by i 4 i c h e l  

B o i s v e r t  ( 1 9 7 8 ) .  P a r t  I1 c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  a  g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  con- 

t r i b u t i o n s  o f  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  s t u d y  of u r b a n  

phenomena. 
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The c u l t u r a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  on u r b a n  l i f e  a d v o c a t e d  by Pa rk  and Wi r th ,  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  P a r t  I ,  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  c i t ies  are t h e  b i r t h  p l a c e s  of new forms 

of c u l t u r e .  Urbanism a s  a  new c u l t u r a l  fo rm,  i n  t h e i r  a n a l y s i s ,  p r o v i d e s  

t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a  new mode of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n :  t h a t  of  mass  s o c i e t y .  The 

c u l t u r a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  h a v e v e r ,  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  o n l y  one  f orm of 

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  c i t ies  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  w i t h i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  Chicago s c h o o l  of urban  

s o c i o l o g y .  

A g a i n s t  t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o  see s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h e  development  of 

urban  soc ia l  s y s t e m s  a s  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  of ( a )  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  

of t h e  i n h e r e n t  r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  Western c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  and  ( b )  o f  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  

of d i f f e r e n t  modes o f  c o n s e n s u s  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  t h e  Chicago 

s c h o o l  g e n e r a t e d  a more m a t e r i a l  framework f o r  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  s o c i a l  l i f e .  T h i s  f ramework c e n t e r e d  on t h e  

e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  dynamics o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween humans and t h e i r  

b i o l o g i c a l ,  g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  economic  and c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  More s p e c i f i c -  

aUy, t h i s  a p p r o a c h  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  s e r i o u s  a t t e m p t  a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  

p r o c e s s e s  by wh ich  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  was o r g a n i z e d .  

The ma jo r  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h i s  i n q u i r y  c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and 

t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  c a u s e s  and  e f f e c t s  of t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  p a r t i -  

c u l a r  p e r s p e c t i v e  s o u g h t  t o  p r o v i d e  a d e s c r i p t i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

m a t e r i a l  c a u s e s  and  e f f e c t s  of b o t h  p a t t e r n s  of  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and of  

i ts  p a t t e r n s  of  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  s p a c e .  

Wi th in  t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d y  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  s p a c e ,  t h e  c i t y  

c e a s e d  t o  a p p e a r  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  i n  t h e  development  o f  new s o c i a l  

fo rms ;  i n s t e a d ,  t h e  c i t y  assumed t h e  r o l e  o f  a d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  t h e  



dynamics  of  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  i n  t h e s e  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  

urbanism a s  a s o c i a l  phenomenon n o  l o n g e r  s i g n i f i e s  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  a new 

mode o f  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  b u t  i s  i tse l f  an e f f e c t  o f  t h e  dynamics  of s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e n ,  u rban i sm i s  e x p l a i n e d  a s  a 

" s o c i o l o g i c a l  f a c t t t  t h a t  is c a u s e d  by ,  and  i s  f u n c t i o n a l  i n ,  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  

p r o c e s s e s  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  s p a c e .  

Moreover ,  u n l i k e  t h e  c u l t u r a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  app roach  

d o e s  n o t  c o n s i d e r  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  a  g i v e n  f a c t .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  

s i n c e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r m s  o n e  l e v e l  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  -- i n  t h e  dynamics  

of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between humans and t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  i ts  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

c a n n o t  be  p r e s u p p o s e d ,  b u t  must be  e x p l a i n e d  i n  terms of  i ts f u n c t i o n s  i n  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  Accord ing  t o  one  o f  t h e  most  a r d e n t  

a d v o c a t e s  o f  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  Leo Schnore  ( l 9 6 5 a ) ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  -- whethe r  

s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  economic ,  o r  s p a t i a l  -- i s  t h e  explanandum i n  human 

e c o l o g y .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  w h i l e  t h e  c u l t u r a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  assumed t h a t  

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is  g i v e n  by i t s  a p p a r e n t  c o n t e n t ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  

app roach  stresses t h a t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  must  b e  e x p l a i n e d .  

L a s t l y ,  t h e  mater ial is t  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween s o c i a l  

l i f e  and i ts  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  r e g a r d  c u l t u r e  a s  an i n d e p e n d e n t  

sys t em of v a l u e s ,  se t  of p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d i s p o s i t i o n s  o r  f o r m s  of i n d i v i d u a l  

b e h a v i o u r .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  c o n s i d e r s  c u l t u r e  i n  terms of  a p r o c e s s ;  i n  terms 

of t h e  me thods  and  fo rms  by which humans i n t e r a c t  w i t h  and  a d a p t  t o  t h e i r  

e n v i r o n m e n t s .  For  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  c u l t u r e  is a f u n c t i o n  i n  

t h e  dynamics  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between humans and  t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  

I n  t h e  Ch icago  s c h o o l  o f  u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y ,  i t  was  R o d e r i c k  McKenzie, a 

con tempora ry  of P a r k ' s ,  who l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  

a n a l y s i s  of u r b a n  phenomena. McKenz ie f s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  u r b a n  t h e o r y  i s  



d i s c u s s e d  i n  C h a p t e r  3. Whi le  McKenziel s e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  c o n t r i b u t e d  

t o  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  dynamics  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n  be tween t h e  s o c i a l  

f o r m s  and  t h e  n a t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  of  humans, i t  was E r n e s t  B u r g e s s ,  t h e  

t h i r d  p i o n e e r  o f  American u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y ,  who a t t e m p t e d  t o  a p p l y  t h i s  

a n a l y s i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  u r b a n  g rowth .  C h a p t e r  4 p r e s e n t s  B u r g e s s '  c l a s s i c  

h y p o t h e s i s  on t h e  r a d i a l  e x p a n s i o n  of  ci t ies.  C h a p t e r  5 d i s c u s s e s  Leo 

S c h n o r e l s  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i n t o  a  t r a d i t i o n  o f  u r b a n  

t h e o r i z i n g .  A c r i t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e s  of t h e  Chicago s c h o o l  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  u r b a n  phenomena i s  

u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h e  C o n c l u s i o n s .  T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  a t t e m p t s  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  

e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  a s o c i o l o g i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  d e v e l o p e d  by Emi l e  

Durkheim's  s o c i a l  morphology.  
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CHAPTER 3 R.D. McKENZIE: T E  ECOLOGICAL DISTRIBUTION OF SOCIAL LIFE 

One of  t h e  dominant  p e r s p e c t i v e s  i n  human e c o l o g y  i n s i s t i n g  on a 

c o n t i n u i t y  i n  t h e  dynamics of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  o r g a n i z e  b i o l o g i c a l  and  

s o c i a l  s y s t e m s  h a s  been deve loped  f rom t h e  works of Roder i ck  D. McKenzie 

(1885-1940). 

McKenzie ' s  p r o j e c t  was t o  d e v e l o p  a  c o h e r e n t  schema t h a t  c o u l d  a c c o u n t  

f o r  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e  c u l t u r a l ,  t h e  

economic a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l ,  o r  g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  p r o c e s s e s  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  d o  t h i s ,  McKenzie t r a n s f o r m e d  P a r k ' s  r a t h e r  v a g u e  a n d  a l l  

i n c l u s i v e  c o n c e p t  of human e c o l o g y  i n t o  a  h e u r i s t i c  mode of  a n a l y s i s  of 

s o c i a l  l i f e .  McKenzie r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  P a r k ' s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  

e c o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i  g a t  i o n  of  human communi t i e s  a s  a f r u i t f u l  a n a l y s i f  o f  

t h e  s p e c i f i c  e c o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  realm. I n  

McKenzie 's  v i e w  t h e r e  was a  need  f o r  s u c h  a n  a p p r o a c h ,  s i n c e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

geography h a s  f a i l e d  t o  g i v e  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  

env i ronmen t  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  (1968 :19) .  Accord ing  t o  him, geography was 

c o n c e r n e d  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  " p l a c e s "  i n  human l i f e ,  r a t h e r  

t h a n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  env i ronmen t  of  social  l i f e  a s  a  " l o c a t i o n  , I 1  i .e., a s  

a  p o s i t i o n  of r e l a t i o n "  (1968 : l 9 ) .  I n  McKenziet s v i e w ,  human e c o l o g y  was 

t o  fill t h e  v o i d  l e f t  by geography by i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  

t r a n s f o r m  a " p l a c e "  i n t o  a  " l o c a t i o n "  and a " l o c a t i o n "  i n t o  a " p o s i t i o n "  

of r e l a t i o n  i n  a n  e c o l o g i c a l  s y s t e m .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  McKenzie, t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  n a t u r e  of  " p l a c e "  a s  t h e  

g e o g r a p h i c a l ,  s o c i a l  and  c u l t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  one  had  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

dynamics  of i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  i t s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s .  

With t h i s  i n  mind ,  h e  h a s  d e s i g n e d  a number of  c o n c e p t s  by which e c o l o g i c a l  
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p r i n c i p l e s  of t r ans fo rma t ion  could  be o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d .  These concepts  were: 

( 1 )  e c o l o g i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  o r  " t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of human be ings  

and human a c t i v i t i e s  r e s u l t i n g  from t h e  i n t e r p l a y  of f o r c e s  which e f f e c t  a 

more or l e s s  consc ious  o r ,  a t  any r a t e ,  dynamic and v i t a l ,  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

among u n i t s  compr is ing  t h e  aggrega t ion"  under s tudy  (1968:20); ( 2 )  t h e  

eco log ica l  u n i t ,  o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e c o l o g i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  "which has  a  un i t -  

a ry  c h a r a c t e r  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  i t  from surrounding d i s t r i b u t i o n s "  

(1968:Zl); ( 3 )  m o b i l i t y  a n d . f l u i d i t y ,  o r  t h e  r a t e  of change i n  an eco log ica l  

o rganiza t ion  of u n i t s ;  ( 4 )  d i s t a n c e ,  o r  t h e  measure of f l u i d i t y  i n  change 

and, f i n a l l y ,  ( 5  ) e c o l o g i c a l  p roces se s  such a s  concen t r a t i on ,  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  

c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  r e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  i n v a s i o n  and success ion  i n  an e c o l o g i c a l  

" c o n s t e l l a t i o n "  (1968 :21-32). 

The f i r s t  f o u r  concep t s  r e f e r r e d  t o  what one might l o o s e l y  de f ine  a s  

t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  eco log ica l  o rgan iza t ion  of an aggrega te  under i nves t -  

i g a t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e s e  concep t s  a r e  t h e  taxonomical e lements  f o r  

t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  make up an "eco log ica l  un i t . "  The 

concept of t h e t l e c o l o g i c a l  process ,"  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, is  meant t o  cover 

t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  o r  t h e  dynamic of t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s a n d  

t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  The concept of t h e  "eco log ica l  process"  d e a l s  with t h e  

a n a l y s i s  of t h e  t r ans fo rma t ions  of t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of such "uni ts t '  

a s  t h e  geograph ica l ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l ,  t h e  economic and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  by t h e  

r e d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n ,  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  

elements  of t h e i r  s t r u c t u r e .  

McKenzie sought  t h e  kind of p r e c i s i o n  i n  l o c a t i n g  t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y  of 

t h e  s o c i a l  u s e s  and f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of human l i f e  

t h a t  appeared t o  be l ack ing  i n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  pe r spec t ive  d i scussed  previously.  

This a t tempt  a t  p r e c i s i o n  was no t  merely an i d l e  t h e o r e t i c a l  e x e r c i s e ;  it 
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was s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by l a rge - sca l e  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  i n  which t h e s e  operat ion-  

a l i z e d  e c o l o g i c a l  concepts  were put t o  t h e  t es t .  However, a  number of 

c r i t i q u e s  of human ecology suggest  t h a t  McKenziels c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  understanding of t h e  s p e c i f i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s o c i a l  

p rocesses  and t h e i r  s p a t i a l  o rganiza t ion  was much more modest than  h i s  con- 

t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  inventory  of r e sea rch  d a t a  ( s e e  Reissman, 1964; Sjoberg,  

1965a and C a s t e l l s ,  1977).  

It h a s  been argued t h a t  one of t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  weaknesses of t h e  eco- 

l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  advanced by McKenzie is a  tendency t o  c o l l a p s e  a  number 

of d i f f e r e n t  sets of r e l a t i o n s  and d i s t i n c t  l e v e l s  of o rgan iza t ion  ( i  .e., 

d i f f e r e n t  sets of r e l a t i o n s )  i n t o  a  s i n g l e  p r i n c i p l e  of e c o l o g i c a l  processes  

i n  gene ra l .  For i n s t a n c e ,  C a s t e l l s  (1977) a rgues  t h a t  t h i s  form of reduc t -  

ionism r e s u l t s  from an unexamined r e l i a n c e  on t h e  no t ion  of " the  s t r u g g l e  

f o r  e x i s t e n c e , "  a  no t ion  abducted from b i o l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of o rganic  

l i f e  forms. 

According t o  t h e  c r i t i q u e s  of human ecology (Xeissman, 1964; Sjoberg,  

1965a and C a s t e l l s ,  1977) ,  t h e  not ion of " the  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e "  func- 

t i o n s  a s  t h e  g e n e t i c  p r i n c i p l e  a f s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  of c u l t u r e  and of economics 

and p o l i t i c s .  I n  t h i s  s ense ,  t h e n ,  i t  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a  se l f -ev ident .  and a  

p r i o r i  c a t ego ry  of a n a l y s i s  of o rganic  and s o c i a l  l i f e .  According t o  t h e  

c r i t i q u e s  of t h i s  pe r spec t ive ,  t h e  s o c i a l  philosophy i m p l i c i t  i n  human eco- 

bgy assumes t h a t  " the  s t r u g g l e  f o r  ex i s t ence"  is a  s u f f i c i e n t  cond i t i on  and 

cause of t h e  complexi ty  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of human s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  

l i f e  ( s e e  Reissman, 1964; and C a s t e l l s ,  1977) .  Moreover, t h i s  assumption 

needs no v e r i f i c a t i o n ,  it i s  an a  p r i o r i  p r i n c i p l e .  I n  o the r  words, t h e  

not ion of I f the s t r u g g l e  f o r  ex i s t ence"  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  f i n a l  causes  of a l l  

forms of o rgan ic  l i f e  i n  a13 i ts m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  l3ut is t h i s  r e a l l y  t h e  



c a s e  i n  McKenziels e c o l o g i c a l  pe r spec t ive  on forms of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion?  

It i s  undoubtedly t r u e  t h a t  Mckenzie, t h e  founder  of t h i s  pe r spec t ive  

i n  human ecology ,  ha s  r e s o r t e d  t o  an ex t ens ive  borrowing of b i o l o g i c a l  

terms i n  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of the"uni t s t '  of t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  o rgan iza t ion  of 

s o c i a l  l i f e .  It is a l s o  t r u e  t h a t  he has used t h e s e  terms r e p e a t e d l y  a s  

ana log ie s  i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  of s o c i a l  p rocesses ,  bu t  he  h a s  employed them a s  

metaphors and no t  . a s  s t a t emen t s  of f a c t .  Any argument c la iming  t h a t  he 

regarded b i o l o g i c a l  terms a s  d e s c r i p t i v e  of t h e  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e  of s o c i a l  

f a c t s  -- s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  -- is no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  warranted:  such a con- 

c l u s i o n  i s  more a mat te r  of i n f e r e n c e  brought t o  h i s  t heo ry  t han  a  mat te r  

of necessary  imp l i ca t i on  fo l lowing  from h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t i o n .  

The merits of McKenzie's t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  urban theo ry ,  or 

t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r ,  must be seen  

i n  t h e  e l a b o r a t i o n  of h i s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  dynamic n a t u r e  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

l e v e l s  of o rgan iza t ion  of human communities. H i s  a l l e g e d  "biologismt'  -- 

h i s  use of t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of " the  s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e "  -- must be  put t o  

t h e  t e s t  i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  con tex t  i n  which it f u n c t i o n s  a s  a form of 

explana t ion .  

Ecologica l  Processes  of Human Communities 

I n  h i s  e s say ,  "The Ecology o f  I n s t i t u t i o n s "  (1964b936]) ,  McKenzie 

s t a t e s  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  how he i n t e n d s  t o - a p p l y  t h e  s tudy  of n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y ,  

ecology,  t o  t h e  s tudy of human communities. T r a d i t i o n a l  e c o l o g i c a l  

approaches -- t h o s e  i nvo lv ing  animal and p la r t  communities -- d i s t i n g u i s h  

between two d i s t i n c t  l e v e l s  of o rgan iza t ion ,  i.e.., two d i f f e r e n t  sets of 

r e l a t i o n s ,  i n  an e c o l o g i c a l  complex : (1) t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  

"organism" and t h e  "environment, I f  and ( 2 )  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 
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"o rgan i sms"  of  t h e  same and of d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s .  Accord ing  t o  McKenzie, 

t h e s e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  a p p l y  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  human communi t i e s  a s  well. 

However, i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  human c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of  "organism- 

t o - o r g a n i s m "  a p p e a r s  t o  p o s e  a more complex set  of p rob lems ,  b o t h  i n  

d e f i n i t i o n  and  i n  a n a l y s i s .  The r e l a t i o n  of human s o c i a l  "o rgan i sms"  i s  

G t r i c a t e l y  more complex and  t h e  l e a s t  l i k e  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  r e l a t i o n s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  p l a n t  and  a n i m a l  communi t i e s .  I n  human s o c i e t i e s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  IIcKenzie, s u c h  r e l a t i o n s  a s  " c o m p e t i t i o n ,  d i v i s i o n  of  l a b o u r ,  

commensalism, p a r a s i t i s m ,  etc," a p p e a r  a s  c o n s c i o u s l y  c o n t r o l l e d ,  d e t e r m i n e d ,  

and r e g u l a t e d  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  t r a n s c e n d  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  of  what  one migh t  

c o n s i d e r  a s  t h e  ' n a t u r a l '  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s  of human s o c i a l  l i f e :  

The f o r m s  i n  which t h e s e  f u n d a m e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s  
[ r e l a t i o n s  of  o rgan i sm t o  organismJ e x p r e s s  them- 
s e l v e s  i n  human s o c i e t y ,  u n l i k e  t h e i r  n a t u r a l  
p r o t o t y p e s  i n  p l a n t  and a n i m a l  communi t i e s ,  a r e  
l a r g e l y  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  c u l t u r e  and  c o l l e c t i v e  
c o n t r o l s  o f  t h e  human g r o u p  c o n c e r n e d .  It is f o r  
t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  t h e  d i v e r s i t i e s  and u n i f o r m i t i e s  
i n  t h e  p a t t e r n s  and t y p e s  of s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s  
among d i f f e r e n t  human g r o u p s  a r e  more pronounced 
t h a t  i n  t h e  communi t i e s  o f  l ower  o rgan i sms .  A 
C h i n e s e  v i l l a g e  d i f f e r s  marked ly  f r a n  an American 
v i l l a g e  a l t h o u g h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  env i ronmen t  o f  t h e  
two  may be s t r i k i n g l y  a l i k e .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  
t h e  American v i l l a g e  i n  A laska  t e n d s  t o  d u p l i c a t e  
i n  s p a t i a l  form and economic  s t r u c t u r e  i ts sister 
v i l l a g e s  i n  F l o r i d a  and S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a .  
S t a t e d  i n  g e n e r a l  terms, p l a n t  and  a n i m a l  communal 
t y p e s  are r e l a t e d  t o  c o n d i t i o n s  imposed by t h e  
p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  w h e r e a s  human communal t y p e s  
are more c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  s e t t i n g .  (McKenzie , 1968 : 103-4 )  

The " c u l t u r e "  of  which McKenzie s p e a k s ,  however ,  is n o t  t o  be unde r -  

s t o o d  a s  a s y s t e m  of v a l u e s ,  i .e. ,  d i f f e r e n t  se ts  o f  b e h a v i o u r  p a t t e r n s  

a n d / o r  s y m b o l i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  C u l t u r e ,  i n  McKenzie ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i s  

n o t  a  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  mere m e n t a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  human c a n m u n i t i e s .  

Q u i t e  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  McKenzie 's  " c u l t u r e "  d e s i g n a t e s  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e ;  



i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  it d e s c r i b e s  a  p r o c e s s  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  More- 

o v e r ,  McKenzie 's  use  of t h e  term l l c u l t u r e l '  c l o s e l y  f o l l o w s  its e a r l y  f u n c t i o n  

i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  language a s  a  term d e n o t i n g  t h e  " t e n d i n g  of someth ing ,  b a s i c -  

1 a l l y  c r o p s  o r  animals ."  Thus, m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  r e f e r s  t o  a  p r o c e s s  r a t h e r  

t h a n  a  s o c i a l  product  such a s  a  sys tem o f  v a l u e s ,  a t t i t u d e s  and sets of 

b e h a v i o u r  p a t t e r n s .  

The u n i t s  compr i s ing  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of khe m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  of human 

communi t ies ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  McKenzie, have evo lved  i n  complex i ty  from t h e  

k d i v i d u a l  i n  s i m p l e r  s o c i e t i e s ,  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  more c a n p l e x  s o c i e t i e s ,  

i .e . , s o c i e t i e s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  more complex m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e .  Thus, 

human e c o l o g y ,  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of an e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  t h e  s t u d y  

of  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  must c o n s i d e r  t h e s e  u n i t s ,  i .e.,  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

and t h e i r  r e l a t i d n  t o  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e ,  a s  i ts o b j e c t  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between developments  i n  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  and t h e  

e v o l u t i o n  of s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  McKenzie, h a s  b o t h  a  s p a t i a l  

e x p r e s s i o n ,  i .e., it i s  always  o r g a n i z e d  i n  s p a c e ,  and it h a s  a  t e m p o r a l  

sequence  which i s  determined by t h e  complex i ty  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  
2 

r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  time of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  who a r e  i ts members: 

The growth of m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  h a s  a t  once  
n e c e s s i t a t e d  and f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  r ise of s o c i a l  
i n s t i t u t i o n s .  The machines ,  mechan ica l  e n e r g y ,  
and o t h e r  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  ach ievements  of  c i v i l -  
i z a t i o n  have r e q u i r e d  s p a t i a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  
c e n t e r s  f o r  t h e i r  accumula t ion  and u s e .  Thus, 
t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  a c q u i r e d  a  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  
and a  d e f i n i t e  l o c u s  i n  s p a c e .  It l i k e w i s e  h a s  a  
continuum i n  time which is n o t  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h a t  
of  its o p e r a t i v e  pe r sonne l .  It i s  less mobi le  t h a n  
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and l e s s  s t a b l e  t h a n  t h e  community, 
and it h a s  cane  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  fundamenta l  u n i t  
i n  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  modern s o c i e t y .  
(McKenzie, 1968 :105) [€mphasis added 4 

The s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  a s  a  form of m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e ,  assumes t h e  r o l e  

of t h e  fundamenta l  u n i t  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  and t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  dynamic of 



human communities. In  o the r  words, s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  according t o  

McKenzie, a r e  t h e  eco log ica l  u n i t s  of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion .  

Competition a s  an  Ecologica l  Process  

In  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  dynamics of t h e  s p a t i a l  express ion  of t h e  organ- 

i z a t i o n  of i n s t i t u t i o n s  and s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i . e . ,  t h e  processes  by which 

" i n s t i t u t i o n s  a c q u i r e  a  phys i ca l  s t r u c t u r e  and l o c u s  i n  space" (1968:105), 

McKenzie employs a  number of c r u c i a l  concepts  borrowed from a b i o l o g i c a l  

c o n t e x t .  Of t h e s e ,  perhaps t h e  most important  concept  t h a t  assumes a 

c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  and explana t ion  of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i s  t h e  concept  of c m p e t i t i o n  a s  " the  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  su rv iva l . "  

In d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  s p a t i a l  arrangements  of c i t ies  i n  North America, 

McKenzie obse rves  t h a t  t h i s  arrangement has  shown a c o n s i s t e n t  tendency 

towards a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  analogous t o  Burgess '  " concen t r i c  zone1! model of 

urban growth .3  It appears  t h a t  i1cKenzie8 s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h i s  model 

is  based on a  s t r o n g  suggest ion t h a t  t h i s  tendency is, i n  f a c t ,  n a t u r a l ;  

it r e f l e c t s  t h e  l o g i c  of t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p roces se s .o f .  c m p e t i t i o n ,  o r  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of c e r t a i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s :  

Vhi le  t h i s  pa t t e rn  I c o n c e n t r i c  zones] is  perhaps 
more i d e a l  than r e a l ,  i t  roughly d e s c r i b e s  t h e  
t y p i c a l  form of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  arrangement i n  our 
l a r g e  American c i t i e s .  Moreover, it has  cane  
about  through t h e  ope ra t i on  of n a t u r a l  f o r c e s  
r a t h e r  than  t h r w g h  consc ious  des ign .  I n s t i t u -  
t i o n a l  compet i t ion i n v o l v e s ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  
s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  more f a v o r a b l e  s i te  l o c a t i o n s .  
Out of t h i s  compet i t ion i n s t i t u t i o n s  become geo- 
g r a p h i c a l l y  arranged accord ing  t o  f u n c t i o n  and 
ren t -paying  capac i ty .  (McKenzie , 1968 :108-9) 

Such an unexamined assumption, o r ,  r a t h e r ,  a  t r a n s p o s i t i o n  of what appears  

t o  be a  b i 0 1 q ~ c a l  concept i n t o  t h e  exp lana t ion  of t h e  s o c i a l  rea lm,  



u n d o u b t e d l y  s u b s t a n t i a t e s  C a s t e l l s l  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  r e d u c t i o n i s t  

t e n d e n c i e s  o f  t h e  human eco logy  s c h o o l  i n  its a n a l y s e s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

be tween s p a c e  and s o c i e t y .  Zt a p p e a r s  t h a t  McKenzie is o p t i n g  f o r  a v u l g a r  

m a t e r i a l i s t  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  dynamics of t h e  s p a t i a l  e x - p r e s s i o n  of s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  b r i e f ,  McKenzie r e d u c e s  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  t o  a  b i o l o g i c a l  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  g e n e r a l  c o m p e t i t i o n .  Moreover ,  it a l s o  a p p e a r s  t h a t  h e  h a s  

f a i l e d  t o  v e r i f y  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e ;  h e  d o e s  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  p rove  t h a t  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e  i s  a  f a c t  i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

h l t  a s sumes  t h a t  t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  is p r e d i c a t e d  on t h i s  p r i n c i p l e .  

However, t h i s  i s  n o t  q u i t e  t h e  c a s e  i n  McKenzie ' s  development  of  t h e  

c o n c e p t  of c a n p e t i t i o n  a s  " t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s u r v i v a l . "  McKenzie, d o e s  

a t t e m p t  t o  i n d i c a t e  -- even i f  n o t  t o o  c l e a r l y  -- what  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  

" t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s u r v i v a l "  i m p l i e s  i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  H i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  on c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  a  l o c a t i o n  

i s  n o t  a  t h e o r y  of t h e  ' i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s t r u g g l e ,  ' o r  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  " t h e  

s u r v i v a l  of t h e  f i t t es t . "  McKenzie p o i n t s  o u t ,  r a t h e r  e m p h a t i c a l l y ,  t h a t  

t h e  c o n c e p t  of  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  l o c a t i o n  d e s c r i b e s ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  a sys t em o r  

a n e t w o r k  of r e l a t i o n s  among i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  h e n c e ,  a l o c a t i o n  s i t e  i m p l i e s  

a p o s i t i o n  i n  t h i s  sys t em.  

To d e v e l o p  t h i s . a r g u m e n t ,  McKenzie a l l u d e s  t o  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of  i n d u s -  

t r i a l  s u r v e y s .  These s u r v e y s  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  s u r v i v a l  r a t e  f o r  c e r t a i n  

s i n g l e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s u c h  a s  i n d u s t r i e s ,  f a c t o r i e s ,  commerc ia l  o r  s e r v i c e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  etc., i s  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n s  of  t h e i r  d i s p e r s i o n  

i n  s p a c e  (McKenzie, 1968:109) .  To McKenzie, t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  p rove  t h a t  

t h e r e  is i n  f a c t  a "growing i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  among i n s t i t u t i o n a l  u n i t s 1 '  

which  i s  a c r u c i a l  f a c t o r  i n  t h e i r  s u r v i v a l  o r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c a n p e t i t i o n  

(1968 :110). T h e r e f o r e , .  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n .  a s  . a  c o n c e p t  d e n o t i n g  



" t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s u r v i v a l "  emerges  a s  more s p e c i f i c  i n  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of 

t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ;  once  t h e  " u n i t "  ( " i n d i v i -  

d u a l " )  of s u r v i v a l  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  a  ne twork  of i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i .e. ,  t h e  i n d i -  

v i d u a l  p l u s  i ts  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  of c a n p e t i t i o n  a s  " t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  

s u r v i v a l "  a c q u i r e s  a new e x p l a n a t o r y  r a n g e  : 

To comprehend f u l l y  t h e  f o r c e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  i n s t i -  
t u t i o n a l  l o c a t i o n  we must  t a k e  c o g n i z a n c e  of  t h e  
v i t a l  l i n k a g e s  which e x i s t  among t h e  d i v e r s i f i e d  
u n i t s .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  we must  t a k e  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  
app roach .  The s p a t i a l  p a t t e r n i n g  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
w i t h i n  a  community o r  t h r o u g h o u t  a  n a t i o n  i s  n o t  
mere ly  t h e  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  communica t ion  s y s t e m ;  
it is a l s o  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  t ies of a s s o c i a t i o n  which 
e v o l v e  among t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h e m s e l v e s .  (1968:109)  

Summary 

O b v i c u s l y ,  McKenzie ls  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  t r e a t s  t h e  dynamics of 

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s p a c e  and s o c i e t y  on t w o  d i s t i n c t  l e v e l s  s p e c i f i e d  

by p l a n t  and  a n i m a l  e c o l o g y :  (1') on t h e  one  hand ,  it r e g a r d s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  

of "organism-to-organism" a s  c r u c i a l ;  and  ( 2 )  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  it t a k e s  

i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between the1 Io rgan i sm and  t h e  envi ronment ."  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  case, t h e  r e l a t i o n  be tween "o rgan i sms"  i n  human c a n m u n i t i e s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  McKenzie, i s  p r e d i c a t e d  on and  c o n s t r a i n e d  by t h e  development 

of t h e  m a t e r i a l  c u l t u r e  o f  human b e i n g s ,  i . e . ,  by t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  of  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  modes by which t h e y  p roduce  and  r e p r o d u c e  t h e i r  s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  t h e  second  c a s e ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween "organism and 

e n v i r o n m e n t , "  i n  t h e  c a s e  of  human b e i n g s ,  r e f e r s  t o  more t h a n  t h e i r  

c o n n e c t  i o n s  t o  t h e i r  p h y s i c a l  env i ronmen t  ; it a l s o '  d e s i g n a t e s  a  complex 

of r e l a t i o n s  i n  which c e r t a i n  u n i t s  of a n a l y s i s ,  s u c h  a s  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  f o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  are  t r a n s f o r m e d  f r a n  u n i t s  i n  one  s y s t e m  i n t o  t h e  envi ronment  of 

o t h e r  u n i t s .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  a d v o c a t e d  by 



McKenzie s u g g e s t s  a  method of  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  c a n p l e x i t y  of s o c i a l  l i f e  and  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of i ts  p h y s i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  s p a c e .  T h i s  method 

stresses t h e  r e l a t i o n a l  c o n d i t i o n i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

Put  s i m p l y ,  McKenzie 's  p e r s p e c t i v e  c l a i m s  t h a t  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is a  

dependen t  v a r i a b l e  of  c e r t a i n  b i o l o g i c a l  p r  messes. 

McKenzie I s  emphas is  on t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  

what h e  d e f i n e d  as  "modern s o c i e t y "  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  n o t i o n  of  c o m p e t i t i o n  

a s  " t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s u r v i v a l "  per formed a s i m i l a r  f u n c t i o n  a s  d i d  Durkheim's  

c o n c e p t  of t h e  r o l e  of s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s  i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  s o c i a l  s o l i d -  

a r i t y  ( s e e  Durkheim, 1 9 3 3 ) .  McKenzie 's  n o t i o n  o f  c c m p e t i t i o n  a s  " t h e  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  s u r v i v a l , "  employed i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  f u n c t i o n s  more a s  a  

d e s c r i p t i v e  metaphor  of c e r t a i n  p r o c e s s e s  t h a n  a s  a f i n a l  d e t e r m i n i n g  

p r i n c i p l e  of  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i t s e l f .  

While d e s c r i p t i v e  m e t a p h o r s  are h a r d l y  t h e  s u f f i c i e n t  i n g r e d i e n t s  of  

a  t h e o r y  i n  t h e  f u l l  s e n s e  of t h e  term, i4cKenz ie t s  a n a l o g i e s  h a d  t h e  merit 

of drawing  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  of  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  u rban -  

i z a t i o n .  I n  f ac t ,  a s  Reissman s u g g e s t s  ( l 9 6 4 ) ,  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  

a d v o c a t e d  by McKenzie and o t h e r s  i n  t h e  C h i c a g o  s c h o o l  of u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y  

marked t h e  r ise of a  d i s t i n c t  mode of u r b a n  t h e o r i z i n g  f rom o t h e r  f o r m s  of 

s o c i a l  t h e o r i z i n g  : 

Human e c o l o g i s t s ,  by t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  of t h e i r  
r e s e a r c h  and  by t h e  c a l i b e r  of t h e i r  t h e o r e t i c a l  
e s s a y s ,  have  c o n t r i b u t e d  much t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  
o f  t h e  c i t y .  I n  s p i t e  of i t s  e r r o r s ,  e c o l o g y  s t t i l l  
is t h e  c l o s e s t  we h a v e  come t o  a  s y s t e m a t i c  t h e o r y  
of t h e  c i t y .  So  p o t e n t  and s o  p e r v a s i v e  was t h e  
e c o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  of v i ew  t h a t  i t  i s  f a i r  t o  s a y  
t h a t  u rban  s o c i o l o g y  i n  America r e a l l y  began  w i t h  
t h e  e c o l o g i s t s ,  who c a n b i n e d  t h e o r y  w i t h  e m p i r i c a l  
r e s e a r c h .  (Reissman,  1964:93)  

R e i s s m a n ' s  s u g g e s t i o n ,  however ,  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  a rgument  t h a t  u rban  



t h e o r y  is  a l w a y s  a n  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s p e c i f i c  a c c o u n t  of s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n s  ( s e e  

C a s t e l l s ,  1 9 7 7 ) .  The f a c t  t h a t  American u rban  s o c i o l o g y  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

by t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  c a n  b e  e x p l a i n e d  more r e a d i l y  i n  terms of 

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  of American s o c i a l  t h e o r i z i n g .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  

human e c o l o g y  i s  n o t  mere ly  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  of  American 

s o c i a l  d i s c w r s e .  R a t h e r ,  i t  ref lec ts  an  h i s t o r i c a l  f o r m  of t h e o r e t i c a l  

r e s o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of s o c i a l  i n q u i r y  i n  g e n e r a l .  American u r b a n i z a -  

t i o n  u p  t o  t h e  f irst  h a l f  of  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  d i d  n o t  o c c u r  o v e r  

p r e v i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  urban  f o r m s ,  a s  it d i d  i n  Europe ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  Urban 

growth i n  Nor th  America s p r e a d  i n  s p a c e  u n f e t t e r e d  by t h e  o b s o l e s c e n c e  of 

p r e v i o u s  u r b a n  f o r m s ,  T h i s  unhampered e x p a n s i o n  i n  s p a c e ,  t h e  i n f l u x  of  

p e o p l e  i n t o  c i t i e s ,  m i g r a n t s  and i m m i g r a n t s  a l i k e ,  o f f e r e d  t h e  p e r f e c t  

l a b o r a t o r y  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  of t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of  u r b a n  g rowth .  To s o c i o l o g i s t s  

whose e n t h u s i a s n  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  o b j e c t i v i t y  was c o u p l e d  w i t h  a  l a c k  of  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n a t u r e  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  t h i s  p r o c e s s  of  

urban  growth  a p p e a r e d  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p r i n c i p l e  of  a l l  f o r m s  of 

u rban  e x p a n s i o n .  

To E r n e s t  B u r g e s s  (1886-1966) ,  t h e  n e x t  t h e o r i s t  t o  b e  d i s c u s s e d ,  t h e  

p r o c e s s e s  of American u rban  growth  seemed t o  r e v e a l  c e r t a i n  e c o l o g i c a l  

p a t t e r n s  t h a t  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  s e r v e  a s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  p a t t e r n s  of a l l  u rban  

growth .  The n e x t  c h a p t e r  p r e s e n t s  B u r g e s s '  h y p o t h e s i s  of p a t t e r n s  of u rban  

g rowth .  



CHAPTER 4 ERNEST W. BURGESS: THE ECOLOGY OF URBAN GROWTH 

The t h i r d  most  i n f l u e n t i a l  u rban  t h e o r i s t  t o  have emerged from t h e  

f irst  p u b l i c a t i o n  of The C i t y  (1967[1925] ), t h e  book t h a t  marked t h e  b i r t h  

of American u rban  s o c i o l o g y ,  was E r n e s t  W. b r g e s s .  Burgess '  e c o l o g i c a l  

d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  f i v e  " n a t u r a l "  z o n e s  of Chicago 

s i n c e  i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  t a r g e t  of many c r i t i c a l  

d e b a t e s  on t h e  n a t u r e  of urban growth.  The a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of Burgess '  model 

of urban growth by r a d i a l  e x p a n s i o n  i n  a  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  s e t t i n g  h a s  been 

q u e s t i o n e d  o f t e n  ( s e e  Schnore ,  1 9 6 5 b ) ,  a s  h a s  been i ts  a l l e g e d  c l a i m  t o  

r e p r e s e n t  a  " n a t u r a l , "  i .e. ,  e c o l o g i c a l ,  p r o c e s s  of growth i n h e r e n t  i n  a l l  

forms of u r b a n i z a t i o n .  

Burgess '  model  of urban growth a s  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  s u c c e s s i o n  of a  

number of c o n c e n t r i c  zones  i s  based  on some of t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r .  According t o  Burgess  (1968 L.9291 ), t h e  

expansion of  t h e  u rban  sys tem shows t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of a l l  b i o l g o i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  words,  u rban  

expansion r e f l e c t s  t h e  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  of f u n c t i o n s  and t h e i r  i n c r e a s i n g  

i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e .  I n  Burgess ' view,  a  g r e a t e r  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  t h e  appearance  

of t h e  p h y s i c a l  a r e a s  of t h e  u rban  s t r u c t u r e ,  i .e., a  l a r g e r  number of 

d i s t i n c t  z o n e s ,  n e c e s s a r i l y  i m p l i e s  a  g r e a t e r  r e l a t i o n  of i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  

between t h e  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  performed by t h e s e  p h y s i c a l  a r e a s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  

l i f e  of t h e  u r b a n  system. I n  o t h e r  words,  Burgess i s  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  

d i s t i n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of community 

l i f e  r e f l e c t  a n  i n c r e a s e d  c o m p l e x i t y  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  

It i s  i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  Burgess  h a s  proposed t o  l i n k  t h e  i n v e s t -  

i g a t i o n  of u r b a n  expans ion  w i t h  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n :  



How f a r  i s  t h e  growth of t h e  c i t y ,  i n  i t s  p h y s i c a l  
and t e c h n i c a l  a s p e c t s ,  matched by a n a t u r a l  b u t  
a d e q u a t e  r e - a d j u s t m e n t  i n  t h e  social  o r g a n i z a t i o n ?  
What, f o r  a  c i t y ,  is a  no rma l  r a t e  of e x p a n s i o n ,  a 
r a t e  o f  e x p a n s i o n  w i t h  which  c o n t r o l l e d  c h a n g e s  i n  
t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  m i g h t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  k e e p  
pace?  (1967 : 5 3 )  

I n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  f i n d  answers  t o  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of t h e  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  c i t y  and  its s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  B u r g e s s  h a s  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  of t h e  " c o n c e n t r i c  

zone" model of  u r b a n  growth .  

The " C o n c e n t r i c  Zone" Model of Urban Growth 

Burgess '  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  u rban  t h e o r y  and t o  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  under-  

s t a n d i n g  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s p a c e  and s o c i e t y  h a s  been  made by 

h i s  now f a m w s  " c o n c e n t r i c  zone"mode1 of  u r b a n  g rowth .  

S e t t i n g  o u t  f rom t h e  p remise  of human e c o l o g y  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  

i .e . ,  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  f u n c t i o n s ,  i n  e c o l o g i c a l  c m p l e x e s  are r e f l e c t i v e  

of a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  be tween t h e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c a n p l e x ,  b r g e s s  

assumed t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s ,  o r  z o n e s ,  of  c i t ies  are f u n c t i o n a l l y  

r e l a t e d  i n  t h a t  t h e  emergence  of one  i s  u s u a l l y  f o l l o w e d  by a series or" 

s u c c e s s i o n  of t h e  o t h e r s :  

A human community,  l i k e  a b i o l o g i c a l  o rgan i sm,  g rows  
by t h e  p r o c e s s  of  s u b d i v i s i o n .  As a c i t y  grows,  i t s  
s t r u c t u r e  becomes more c a n p l e x  and i t s  areas more 
s p e c i a l i z e d .  I n c r e a s i n g  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  however,  
i n v o l v e s  more r a t h e r  t h a n  less c o o p e r a t i o n  and i n t e r -  
dependence .  The s p e c i a l i z e d  areas o f  t h e  c i t y ,  a s  t h e  
c e n t r a l  r e t a i l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
c a n m u n i t y ,  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  ne ighbourhood ,  and suburban  
t o w n s  and v i l l a g e s  are a l l  o r g a n i c  p a r t s  of t h e  c i t y ,  
b e c a u s e  of  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  
f u n c t i o n s .  (1968 :113) 

I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  a s sumpt ion  a b o u t  t h e  o r g a n i c  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of 

t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t  urban  areas, B u r g e s s  ' p r o p o s a l  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  



u r b a n  growth  p u r p o r t s  t o  be  a s c i e n t i f i c  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between 

t h e  p a t t e r n s  of p h y s i c a l  e x p a n s i o n  and t h e  p a t t e r n s  of s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  i n  

human t e r r i t o r i a l  c a n m u n i t i e s .  Given h i s  f u r t h e r  a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  

s c i e n t i f i c  b a s i s  of  e c o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  E h r g e s s  c o n c l u d e d  

t h a t  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of l a n d - u s e  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  c i t y  w i l l  

show u n i v e r s a l  p a t t e r n s  of  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e x p a n s i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  o r  of 

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  s p a c e .  Moreover,  B u r g e s s  a l s o  assumed t h a t  t h e s e  

u n i v e r s a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n . p h y s i c a 1  a n d  s o c i a l  e x p a n s i o n  -- 

i.e., be tween t h e  p h y s i c a l  e x p a n s i o n  of  t h e  u rban  s t r u c t u r e  and  c h a n g e s  i n  

s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  -- c a n  b e  q u a n t i f i e d ,  measu red  and  p r e d i c t e d  by s t a t i s t i c a l  

means : 

... s t u d i e s  of u r b a n  a r e a s ,  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e y  have  t o  d o  
w i t h  t h e  l o c a t i o n  and movement of i n d i v i d u a l s ,  g r o u p s ,  
a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  s p a c e  and time, open u p  a  new f i e l d  
of s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  r e s e a r c h ,  namely t h a t  of human e c o l o g y .  
E c o l o g i c a l  s t u d i e s  s e e k  t o  d e f i n e  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  d e t e r *  
m i n i n g  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  which  r e s u l t  f r a n  t h e  d i s t r i -  
b u t i o n  and movement of  i n d i v i d u a l s  o v e r  a g i v e n  a r e a ,  
u n c o m p l i c a t e d  s o  far as  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  by 
t h e  e f f e c t s  of  communicat ion a n d  c u l t u r e .  Once t h e s e  
p r o c e s s e s  are d e f i n e d ,  i t  is  t h e n  p o s s i b l e  t o  a p p l y  
s t a t i s t i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  t h e  measurement  of t h e s e  
p r o c e s s e s  and t o  e s t a b l i s h  q u a n t i t a t i v e  i n d i c e s  of t h e  
t y p e  and  d e g r e e  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
l o c a l  communi t i e s  of  t h e  c i t y .  (1968 :137-8) 

However, p r i o r  t o  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  h y p o t h e s i s  

of t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  p h y s i c a l  m o b i l i t y  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  c i t i e s  and t h e i r  f o r m s  o f  social  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  k r g e s s  

d e l i m i t e d  s a n e  o f  t h e  c r u c i a l  " f a c t o r s  and  f o r c e s "  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  form- 

a t i o n  of  t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e .  Of t h e s e  h e  h a s  i s o l a t e d  t h r e e  a s  d e c i s i v e  

i n  t h e  s h a p i n g  of  t h e  u rban  s t r u c t u r e :  ( 1 )  t h e  " r a d i a l  c h a r a c t e r  of c i t y  

g rowth , "  ( 2 )  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  c i t y ,  and  

(3) t h e  street p l a n  of c i t ies ,  " i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  l o c a l  t r a n s -  

p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m "  (1968 : l l 3 ) .  These t h r e e  " f a c t o r s  and  f o r c e s "  form t h e  
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p h y s i c a l  b a s e  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  c i t i e s ;  t h e y  are t h e  

d e t e r m i n i n g  e c o l o g i c a l  v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  p h y s i c a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  c i t i e s .  However, f o r  B u r g e s s ,  o n e  of  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  seems 

t o  c a r r y  more d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of social  l i f e  t h a n  

d o  t h e  o t h e r s .  T h i s  d e t e r m i n i n g  v a r i a b l e  of t h e  u r b a n  s o c i a l  sys t em i s  t h e  

r a d i a l  e x p a n s i o n  of d i s t i n c t  u r b a n  a r e a s .  

Burgess ,  b a s e d  on h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  of Ch icago  

i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 t s ,  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  f i v e  major  u r b a n  a r e a s  a r r a n g e d  i n  c o n c e n t r i c  

z o n e s  t h a t  r a d i a t e  outward  f rom t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r .  The d e s c r i p t i o n  and c l a s s -  

i f i c a t i o n  of t h e s e  f i v e  z o n e s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  b a s i s  o f  B u r g e s s '  " c o n c e n t r i c  

zone"  model  of u rban  growth .  

I n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  development  of u r b a n  t h e o r y ,  it h a s  been  

c u s t o m a r y  t o  r e p r o d u c e  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of B u r g e s s '  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  f i v e  

z o n e s .  For s a n e ,  such  a s  Schnore  (1965b) ,  f o r  example ,  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  

B u r g e s s f  model  s e r v e s  a s  a  p o i n t  f o r  t h e  c r i t i c a l  c a n p a r i s o n  between t h e i r  

r e s e a r c h  d e s i g n s ,  based  on B u r g e s s  ' h y p o t h e s i s  of  r a d i a l  e x p a n s i o n , .  and  

r e s i d e n t i a l  m o b i l i t y ,  and be tween t h e  r e s u l t s  of  t h e i r  r e s e a r c h  t h a t  d o  

n o t  seem t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s  h y p o t h e s i s .  F o l l o w i n g  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  of  

t h e  c r i t i c a l  a s s e s s m e n t  of B u r g e s s '  " c o n c e n t r i c  zone"  model of u r b a n  g r o w t h ,  

t h i s  t h e s i s  p r e s e n t s  a  d e t a i l e d  s y n o p s i s  of t h e  s o c i ~ o l o g i c a l  c o n t e n t s  of  h i s  

f i v e  z o n e s :  

Zone I :  "The C e n t r a l  B u s i n e s s  District" 

P h y s i c a l  and  S o c i a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  : 

1. The c e n t e r  of c c m m e r c i a l ,  s o c i a l  and  c i v i c  l i f e ;  

2. The c e n t e r  of t h e  r e t a i l  d i s t r i c t ;  

3. Sur round ing  t h i s  d i s t r i c t  i s  t h e  "less well- 

known Wholesa l e  District composed of warehouses  



and st o r a g e  b u i l d i n g s .  

Zone 11: "The Zone i n  T r a n s i t i o n "  

P h y s i c a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  : 

1. T h i s  z o n e  is  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by p h y s i c a l  d e t e r -  

i o r a t i o n  "caused  by t h e  e n c r o a c h i n g  b u s i n e s s  

and i n d u s t r y  f r m  Zone I" on t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  

a r e a .  The b e l t  of t h i s  Zone d i v i d e s  t h e  f a c t o r y  

d i s t r i c t  on its i n n e r  s i d e ,  and  t h e  " r e t r o g r e s s -  

i n g  ne ighbourhoods , "  " immigrant  c o l o n i e s , "  

"rooming h o u s e s , "  "homeless-men a r e a s , "  " r e s o r t s  

of gambl ing ,  b o o t l e g g i n g ,  s e x u a l  v i c e ,  and of 

b r e e d i n g  p l a c e s  o f  c r h e "  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  

S o c i a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  

2. I n  s o c i o l o g i c a l  terms, t h e  s o c i a l  form c o r r e s -  

ponding  t o  t h i s  Zone i s  a n  example  of  s o c i a l  

d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e  : "In  t h i s  a r e a  

of p h y s i c a l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  and s o c i a l  d i s o r g a n -  

i z a t i o n  ou r  s t u d i e s  show t h e  g r e a t e s t  concen-  

t r a t i o n  of c a s e s  of  p o v e r t y ,  bad h o u s i n g ,  

j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n c y ,  f a m i l y  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n ,  

p h y s i c a l  and m e n t a l  d i s e a s e .  " 

Zone I11 : "The Zone of I n d e p e n d e n t  Workingmen 's Homes" 

P h y s i c a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  : 

1. T h i s  i s  t h e  z o n e  o f  "second immigrant  set t le-  

ments ."  It is  a  r e s i d e n t i a l  z o n e ,  ". ..its 

r e s i d e n t s  are t h o s e  who d e s i r e  t o  l i v e  n e a r  

b u t  n o t  t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h e i r  work." 



S o c i a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  

2. The s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h i s  z o n e  i s  canposed  

of what  o n e  migh t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  e i t h e r  a s  t h e  

lower m i d d l e - c l a s s ,  as  " t h e  uppe r  working c l a s s  , I 1  

d epend ing  on o n e ' s  v i e w ,  o r  t h e o r y ,  of s o c i a l  

m o b i l i t y .  B u r g e s s '  d e s c r i p t i o n  of l i f e  i n  t h e  

t h i r d  Zone i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  "While t h e  f a t h e r  

works i n  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  t h e  s o n  and  d a u g h t e r  

t y p i c a l l y  h a v e  j o b s  i n  t h e  Loop, a n  a r e a  of  

Ch icago ,  a t t e n d  d a n c e  h a l l s  and  mot ion  p i c t u r e s  

i n  t h e  b r i g h t - l i g h t  a r e a s ,  and  p l a n  upon 

m a r r i a g e  t o  set u p  hcmes i n  Zone I V . "  

Zone I V :  "The Zone of B e t t e r  Res idences"  

P h y s i c a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  

1. T h i s  z o n e  c o n s i s t s  of a m i x t u r e  of a p a r t m e n t s ,  

s i n g l e  homes, r e s i d e n t i a l  h o t e l s  and s m a l l  

b u s i n e s s e s .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  &r- 

g e s s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  zone  o f  " t h e  

g r e a t  m i d d l e - c l a s s  o f  n a t i v e - b o r n  Americans .I t  

S o c i a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  

2. The p o p u l a t i o n  of t h i s  z o n e ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  

American m i d d l e  c l a s s ,  it i s  a h e t e r o g e n o u s  

p o p u l a t i o n  and  d o e s  n o t  e x h i b i t  t h e  s i g n s  of 

s o c i a l  d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  Zone 

11. Accord ing  t o  B u r g e s s ,  I t . .  . i n  t h i s  zone  

men are outnumbered  by women, i ndependence  i n  

v o t i n g  is  f r e q u e n t ,  n e w s p a p e r s  and  books  have  
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wide c i r c u l a t i o n ,  and w m e n  are e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  

s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e . "  

Zone V: "The Ccmmutersf Zone" 

P h y s i c a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  : 

1. T h i s  z o n e  c o n s i s t s  of s m a l l  c i t i es ,  h a m l e t s ,  

towns  and t h e y  a r e  what  B u r g e s s  c a l l s  "dormi to ry  

s u b u r b s , "  s i n c e  i t s  r e s i d e n t s  commute t o  t h e  

C e n t r a l  District f o r  work. 

S o c i a l  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  : 

2. According  t o  Burgess ,  t h i s  z o n e  is  c h a r a c t e r -  

i z e d  by a f a m i l y  l i f e  domina ted  by women, s i n c e  

t h e  men commute and o n l y  u s e  t h i s  z o n e  as  a 

d o r m i t o r y .  To q u o t e  B u r g e s s :  "Thus t h e  mother  

and wife become t h e  c e n t e r  of f a m i l y  l i fe .  I f  

t h e  C e n t r a l  B u s i n e s s  District i s  p redominan t ly  

a  homeless-men's  r e o i o n ,  t h e  rooming house  

d i s t r i c t ,  t h e  h a b i t a t  of  t h e  e m a n c i p a t e d  f a m i l y ,  

t h e  a r e a  of f  i r s t - i m m i g r a n t  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h e  

n a t u r a l  s o i l  of t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  f a m i l y  t r a n s -  

p l a n t e d  from Europe ,  t h e  Zone of B e t t e r  Residen- 

ces w i t h  i t s  a p a r t m e n t  h o u s e s  and  r e s i d e n t i a l  

h o t e l s ,  t h e  f a v o r a b l e  envi rorxnent  f o r  t h e  e q u a l -  

i t a r i a n  f a m i l y ,  t h e n  t h e  Commuters'  Zone i s  

w i t h o u t  q u e s t i o n  t h e  d m a i n  of  t h e  m a t r i c e n t r i c  

f a m i l y  ." (1968 :114-7) 

Ra the r  t h a n  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  m a n i f e s t  t e n d e n c i e s  of  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  form 

of u r b a n  g r o w t h ,  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of  B u r g e s s '  f i v e  z o n e s  are m e r e l y  d e s c r i p t i v e  



of t h e  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of a  s p e c i f i c  c i t y  i n  h i s t o r y .  These c o n t e n t s  a r e  

a l s o  d e s c r i p t i v e  of t h e  f i v e  s o c i a l  a r e a s  of Chicago i n  t h e  1920 ' s .  A s  an 

h i s t o r i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  and a s  a c r o s s - s e c t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  

a r e a s  of Chicago i n  t h e  19201s ,  &Irgessl  model o f f e r e d  an impor tan t  sou rce  

t o  t h o s e  wishing t o  do r e sea rch  i n  Chicago, o r  t o  t h o s e  wishing t o  do 

comparative s t u d i e s  on urban growth. However, a s  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  

of t h e  p roces se s  of urban growth i n  g e n e r a l ,  Burgess' model o f f e r s  a  much 

more modest c o n t r i b u t i o n .  

It i s  t r u e  t h a t  Burgess d id  q u a l i f y  h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  f i v e  zones  

of c o n c e n t r i c  r a d i a l  expansion by c la iming  t h a t ,  of cou r se ,  o the r  v a r i a b l e s  

play an impor t an t  p a r t  i n  determining t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e .  These v a r i a b l e s  

a r e  geographica l  l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  topography of t h e  urban a r e a ,  t h e  street 

plans of t h e  c i t y  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  (1968:113). However, he  d i d  

claim t h a t  t h e  processes  of r a d i a l  expansion were t h e  most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

processes  of urban growth . Thus, by observing an h i s t  o r i c a l  occurrence,  

i .e . ,  t h a t  North American c i t i e s  i n  t h e  1920 ' s  were growing by r a d i a l  

expansion and by a  c e r t a i n  r e g u l a r  p a t t e r n  of succes s ion  i n  s o c i a l  a r e a s ,  

h r g e s s ,  by an i n f e r e n t i a l  l e a p ,  has  assumed t h a t  r a d i a l  expansion is t h e  

u n i v e r s a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of urban growth i n  gene ra l .  

It is i n  t h i s  s ense ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  Burgess '  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  processes  

of urban growth by r a d i a l  expansion and by t h e  succes s ion  of t h e  f i v e  

zones shows a  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  development i n  North America more 

ev iden t ly  t h a n  it shows an ev iden t  e c o l o g i c a l  p rocess  of urban growth. 

Thus, r a t h e r  t han  a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  a n a l y s e s  of h i s t o r i c a l  urban 

soc io logy ,  h r g e s s  ' "concent r ic  zone" model remains an impor tan t  chap te r  

i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of urban soc io logy .  

Burgess ' "concent r ic  zone1' model of urban growth has  been c r i t i c i z e d  
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f o r  t h e  b r o a d n e s s  of  i ts  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  ( s e e  Q u i n n ,  1950; and Schnore ,  

1965b) .  However, r e d u c i n g  t h e  b r o a d n e s s  of h i s  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  t o  s p e c i f i c s  

would n o t  e x t e n d  o r  improve t h e  r a n g e  of  i t s  e x p l a n a t o r y  powers.  The 

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  c o n t a i n e d  i n  B u r g e s s '  model are n o t  t h e  r e s u l t  of t o o  much 

a b s t r a c t i o n ;  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e s e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  a r e  based  on a number 

of s p e c i f i c  unexamined a s s u m p t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  economic  and  s o c i a l  

p r o c e s s e s  a n d  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  t o  u r b a n  growth .  A s  i t  h a s  been  p o i n t e d  o u t  

1 
by Quinn ( 1 9 5 0 )  , &rrgess l  " c o n c e n t r i c  zone"  model  f o r  u r b a n  g r o w t h , i f  it 

were t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  a  u n i v e r s a l  mode l ,  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  a l l  u r b a n  f o r m a t i o n s  

s h o u l d  show a number of c o n s i s t e n t  demographic ,  s o c i a l ,  e c o n a n i c  and  

c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  

Accord ing  t o  Qu inn  ( 1 9 5 0 ) ,  one  o f  t h e  more i n f l u e n t i a l  c r i t i c s  of t h e  

Burgess  h y p o t h e s i s ,  8 u r g e s s 1  z o n e s  depend e n t i r e l y  on t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  a n d  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  p r o d u c t i v e  and econcmic  a c t i v i t i e s  

i n  t h e  u r b a n  sys t em.  Thus, " t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  z o n e  a s  a 

r e t a i l  d i s t r i c t  and  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n n e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  'Zone i n  

T r a n s i t i o n '  a s  a  f a c t o r y  d i s t r i c t  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h o s e  a r e a s  depend d i r e c t l y  

on t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  b u s i n e s s  and i n d u s t r y "  ( Q u i n n ,  1950 :121) .  The e x i s t e n c e  

of s u c h  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e n t s  of  t h e  z o n e s ,  however ,  i s  n o t  

mere ly  a n  e f f e c t  of t h e  p r o c e s s  of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  e c o l o g i c a l  terms b u t  

is  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  of  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  

Quinn ( 1 9 5 0 )  s u g g e s t e d  a  number of amendments t o  t h e  " c o n c e n t r i c  zone"  

h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  would i n c r e a s e  t h e  s c o p e  of its a p p l i c a b i l i t y .  One o f  

t h e s e  was t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  f a c e d  w i t h  a n  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  

conform t o  t h e  z o n a l  p a t t e r n s  o u t l i n e d  by 5 u r g e s s ,  we need  n o t  abandon 

t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  a l t o g e t h e r .  Accord ing  t o  Q u i n n  (195O: l32) ,  a p h y s i c a l  

i r r e g u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  u rban  s t r u c t u r e  unde r  o b s e r v a t i o n  d o e s ~ n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  



imply t h a t  a  c o n c e n t r i c  p a t t e r n  of t h e  phys ica l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  and 

economic a c t i v i t i e s  does n o t ,  i n  f a c t ,  e x i s t .  However, once aga in ,  t h i s  

amendment i s  a l s o  a  ques t ion  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p rocesses  of t h e  s o c i a l  organ- 

i z a t i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  product ion,  and no t  of sane p r i n c i p l e  of e c o l o g i c a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  a s  such.  

Quinn's assessment  of t h e  Burgess hypothes i s  d i d  no t  go f a r  enough i n  

exposing sane of t h e  major under ly ing  assumptions of t h i s  model. Namely, 

it f a i l e d  t o  uncover t h e  assumption t h a t  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  dynamics of 

expansion a r e  seen by h r g e s s  a s  t h e  determining f a c t o r s  of t h e  s o c i a l  

conten t  of urban a r e a s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  i n  Burgess' view, t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  i s  seen a s  t h e  outcome of e c o l o g i c a l  pro- 

ce s se s ,  and n o t  a s  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h e  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of production. I n  

t h i s  s ense ,  t h e n ,  h r g e s s '  hypo thes i s  r e s t s  on an a h i s t o r i c a l  concept of 

t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  space.  

These a h i s t o r i c a l  assumptions underlying Burgess ' e c o l o g i c a l  hypothes i s  

have been ques t i oned  by Leo F. Schnore (1965b). Leo F. Schnore is oneoof 

t h e  lead ing  t h e o r i s t s  of t h e  school  of 'neo-ecology'  ( s ee  Reissman, 1964).  

This school  of i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e  

re in t roduced  t h e  eco log ica l  pe r spec t ive  sugges ted  by t h e  e x p l o r a t i o n s  of 

Park, McKenzie and Burgess on a  more s y s t e m a t i c ,  i .e . ,  more formal ized  s c a l e .  

The next c h a p t e r  d i s cus se s  Schnore 's  c r i t i c a l  assessment  of Burgess ' hypo- 

t h e s i s  about  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  land-use p a t t e r n s  of s o c i a l  c l a s s e s .  
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A s  Reissman po in t s  out  (1964:119), Schnore's e c o l o g i c a l  perspec t ive  is  

based on t h e  argument t h a t  t h e  proper ob j ec t  of s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i s  t h e  

o rgan iza t ion  of s o c i a l  forms. The s tudy  of t h i s  o rgan iza t ion ,  according t o  

Schnore (1965a) i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  s tudy of t h e  forms of i n t e r a c t i o n  between 

humans and t h e i r  environment. The s tudy  of urbaniza t ion  i n  neo-ecology, 

t h e n ,  i s  t h e  s tudy  of one of t h e  forms of organiza t ion  of t h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n .  

Urbanism, i n  t h i s  view, is t h e  product of one s p e c i f i c  form of organiza t ion  

of t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between humans and t h e i r  environment. 

Schnore ' s  assessment of t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  i n  North America 

(1965a; 1965b)  concludes t h a t  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of a gene ra l  theory  of urban- 

i z a t i o n  i n v o l v e s  a  number of methodological  i s s u e s  t h a t  must be addressed.  

The sea rch  f o r  gene ra l  p a t t e r n s  of urban growth, accord ing  t o  Schnore (1965b),  

must i n c l u d e  a  comparative or c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  s p a t i a l  

s t r u c t u r e s  of  ci t ies .  lloreover, t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  must show t h a t  d i f f e r -  

ences  i n  urban s t r u c t u r e s ,  such a s  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  

c l a s s e s ,  f o r  example, a r e  no t  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of c u l t u r e .  

I n  a  more conc re t e  s ense ,  Schnore proposes a  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  comparative 

a n a l y s i s  of La t in  American urban s t r u c t u r e s  i n  o rde r  t o  a s c e r t a i n  whether 

t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  shows a  

c e r t a i n  u n i v e r s a l  tendency. Sy t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  Schnore hoped t o  a s s e s s  

whether p a t t e r n s  of r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  can be cons idered  a s  d e s c r i p t i v e  

of g e n e r a l  forms of organiza t ion  of urban l i f e .  Even i f  no genera l  p a t t e r n s  

of o rgan iza t ion  of urban l i f e  can be der ived  frcm such s t u d i e s ,  according 

t o  Schnore,  our understanding of t h e  more s a l i e n t  v a r i a b l e s  of u rban iza t ion  

might i n c r e a s e .  
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Schnore  ' s C r o s s - C u l t u r a l  lest of t h e  B u r g e s s  H y p o t h e s i s  

To a c h i e v e  a more c o n c r e t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and  method- 

o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  of urban-  

i z a t i o n  Schnore  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a  nunber  of e m p i r i c a l  s t u d i e s  of  t h e  s p a t i a l  

p a t t e r n s  o f  Sou th  American c i t i e s  (1965b) .  The t h e o r e t i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  t h i s  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was s u p p l i e d  by & I r g e s s f  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  t h e  " c o n c e n t r i c  zone f '  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  r e s i d e n t i a l  p a t t e r n s .  

According  t o  t h e  Burgess  h y p o t h e s i s ,  lower  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  g r o u p s  t e n d  t o  

r e s i d e  n e a r e r  t o  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r ,  w h i l e  h i g h e r  s t a t u s  g r o u p s  d i s p e r s e  a l o n g  

t h e  expand ing  r a d i a l  z o n e s  of t h e  c o n c e n t r i c  c i t y .  The s e v e n  s t u d i e s  of t h e  

r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  i n  L a t i n  America r e v i e w e d  by 

Schnore  (1965b)  a l l  showed an i n v e r t e d  fo rm of t h e  B u r g e s s  h y p o t h e s i s .  I n  

o t h e r  words ,  t h e  upper c l a s s e s  i n  L a t i n  American c i t i e s  showed a  t e n d e n c y  t o  

r e s i d e  i n  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  p o o r e s t  g r o u p s  were r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  

p e r i p h e r y  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e s e  s t u d i e s .  Assuming t h a t  c u l t u r e  is a 

c o n s t a n t  f a c t o r  -- an  a s sumpt ion  t h a t  is b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  h r g e s s  h y p o t h e s i s  -- 
t h e s e  s t u d i e s  would more l i k e l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  p e r h a p s  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

c a n  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s  of  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  Nor th  and 

South  America.  Once a g a i n ,  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  c u l t u r e  c r e a t e s  new s o c i a l  

f o r m s  a p p e a r e d  t o  o v e r r i d e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  

a b o u t  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of u r b a n i z a t i o n .  

S c h n o r e ,  however,  wanted t o  a v o i d  any  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  t h a t  i n v o k e d  

c u l t u r e  a s  an i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  of any  of  t h e  f o r m s  of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of s o c i a l  l i f e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

o f  u r b a n  l i f e  was r e q u i r e d .  By i n v e s t i g a t i n g  some f i f t y  a d d i t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  

and s t a t i s t i c a l  r e f e r e n c e s  on u r b a n i z a t i o n  i n  L a t i n  Amer ica ,  Schnore  hoped 

t o  a c h i e v e  two  o b j e c t i v e s :  ( 1 )  I f . .  . i n d i c a t e  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which t h e s e  



m a t e r i a l s  c o n f i r m  o r  deny t h e  p a t t e r n s  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  s e v e n  s t u d i e s , "  ( i . e . ,  

whe the r  c u l t u r e  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e , )  and ( 2 )  "...to 1 1  

i n d i c a t e  s a n e  a d d i t i o n a l  problems o r  i s s u e s t f  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

of u r b a n  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  ( l965b  :336). 

These  " a d d i t i o n a l  problemst t  a r e  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  

i s s u e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  r e l e v a n t  v a r i a b l e s  of urban-  

i z a t i o n .  The r e s u l t s  of S c h n o r e t s  two- fo ld  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a r e  as f o l l o w s :  

( 1 )  S c h n o r e  h a s  found  t h a t  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  s t u d i e s  on L a t i n  American 

u r b a n i z a t i o n  c o n f i r m e d  t h e  f i n d i n g s  of t h e  s e v e n  s t u d i e s  i n i t i a l l y  

c o n s u l t e d .  The r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  L a t i n  American cit ies showed 

what h a s  been  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  " t r a d i t i o n a l "  o r  t rco loniA1"  p a t t e r n ,  

i . e . ,  a t e n d e n c y  f o r  t h e  upper c l a s s e s  t o  r e s i d e  i n  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r .  

While t h e s e  e a r l y  s t u d i e s  a rgued  t h a t  s u c h  a  p a t t e r n  c a n  be  s e e n  as a 

c u l t u r a l  v a r i a b l e  i n  u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  Schnore  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  t r a d i -  

t i o n a l  L a t i n  American p a t t e r n  s h a r e s  more i n  common w i t h  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

p a t t e r n s  of t h e  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  c i t y  t h a n  it d o e s  w i t h  L a t i n  American 

c u l t u r e  as s u c h .  

Accord ing  t o  Schnore ,  t h e  s p a t i a l  p a t t e r n s  of  L a t i n  American c i t i e s  

were i n  f a c t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of most  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  c i t i es .  I n  t h e  

p r e i n d u s t r i a l  c i t y ,  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  was i n d e e d  t h e  c e n t e r  of p o l i t i c a l ,  

economic and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  l i f e .  The c i t y  c e n t e r  domina ted  e v e r y  

a s p e c t  of p r e i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i a l  l i f e .  The c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  

marke t  p l a c e  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  t h o s e  a c t i v e  i n  commerce s h o u l d  b e  as  n e a r  

t h e  c e n t e r  a s  p o s s i b l e .  The uppe r  c l a s s e s ,  t h o s e  engaged  i n  commerce 

and i t s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  made u p  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  c o r e  of t h e  

p r e i n d u s t r i a l  c i t y  c e n t e r .  I n  L a t i n  America d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d  

of t h e  s e v e n  s t u d i e s ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  was p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t .  



T h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t ,  t h e n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S c h n o r e ,  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  s o c i a l  classes i n  

South  American c i t i es  f rom t h e  Nor th  American c o n c e n t r i c  p a t t e r n  o u t -  

l i n e d  by  Burgess1  h y p o t h e s i s .  

( 2 )  The second  o b j e c t i v e  of S c h n o r e l  s i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  d i f f e r e n c e s  

be tween t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  L a t i n  American c i t ies  and t h o s e  

of Nor th  America c o n c e r n s  t h e  i s s u e s  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of g e n e r a l i z -  

i n g  a b o u t  u r b a n i z a t i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  of  d i f f e r e n c e s  o r  s imilar i t ies  

between t h e  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  c i t i es .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  i t  c o n c e r n s  

t h e  i s s u e s  of a  t h e o r y  of u r b a n i z a t i o n  d e r i v e d  f rom t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

of t h e  u r b a n  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

I n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  Schnore  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  same 

q u e s t i o n  a s  Burgess ;  t h e y  b o t h  wanted  t o  f i n d  o& whe the r  t r a n s f o r m -  

a t i o n s  i n  t h e  u rban  s t r u c t u r e  f o l l o w  t t l a w - l i k e "  r e g u l a r i t i e s .  Burgess  

c o n c e r n e d  h i m s e l f  s o l e l y  w i t h  Nor th  American u r b a n  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  

A s  a  r e s u l t ,  h e  assumed t h a t  a  number of f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  development  of 

c o n c e n t r i c  z o n e s  were c o n s t a n t ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  and  economic  

b a s e  o f  t h e  urban  s y s t e m ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  h e t e r o g e n e i t y  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

S c h n o r e ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  went  beyond t h e  ' c o n s t a n t s '  of t h e  b r g e s s  

h y p o t h e s i s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  s p e c i f y  s a n e  of t h e  more  r e l e v a n t  c h a r a c t e r -  

istics of u r b a n i z a t i o n  h e  p roposed  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p a t t e r n s  of 

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l l y  . I n  o t h e r  

words ,  Schnore  wanted  t o  i s o l a t e  p o s s i b l e  u n i v e r s a l  v a r i a b l e s  of  urban-  

i z a t i o n .  

For  B u r g e s s ,  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  were c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  l a n d  i n  t h e  

c e n t e r  a n d  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  compete  f o r  it. These  v a r i a b l e s  a l s o  

e x p l a i n e d  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of  z o n e s  and  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  
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p a t t e r n s  a l o n g  t h e s e  zones .  Schnore ,  i n  t u r n ,  f o u n d  t h a t  a p o s s i b l e  

key t o  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of r e s i d e n t i a l  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  u r b a n  

s t r u c t u r e  rests on t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  

a f f e c t i n g  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  d i f f e r e n t  u r b a n  f o r m a t i o n s .  

However, it is  i m p o r t a n t  t o  stress t h a t  Schnore  was n o t  a d v o c a t i n g  

an  h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of  u r b a n i z a t i o n .  S c h n o r e ,  i n  h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  of 

t h e  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of t h e  Burgess  h y p o t h e s i s  t o  L a t i n  American u r b a n  

f o r m a t i o n s ,  d i d  n o t  imply  t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  u rban  s p a t i a l  

s t r u c t u r e s  are t h e  p r o d u c t s  o r  e f f e c t s  o f  s a n e  " l a w - l i k e t '  h i s t o r i c a l  

p r o c e s s e s .  What Schnore  d i d  a d v o c a t e ,  however,  was a f u n c t i o n a l  

a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  of u r b a n i z a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  

by c o n s i d e r i n g  t echno logy  a s  a  r e l e v a n t  v a r i a b l  e of tk d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

r e s i d e n t i a l  p a t t e r n s ,  Schnore  proposed t h a t  t e c h n o l o g y  f u n c t i o n e d  i n  

such  a way a s  t o  e f f e c t  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c i t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  changes  i n  t h e  u rban  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  S c h n o r e ' s  a n a l y -  

sis is n o t  a  q u e s t i o n  of  h i s t o r y  a s  much a s  i t  i s  a q u e s t i o n  o f  c h a n g e s  

i n  f u n c t i o n s .  I n  o t h e r  words,  f o r  Schnore ,  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  t h e  

urban  s t r u c t u r e  i s  measured by changes  i n  i ts f u n c t i o n s .  

Accord ing  t o  Schnore ,  t h e n ,  d i f f e r e n t  u s e s  of  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  i n d u s t r y ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and communica t ion  w i l l  e f f e c t  

d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  of r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  u rban  p o p u l a t i o n .  

The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  s i m p l e :  c a n m u n i c a t i o n  and  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  a l t e r  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  a n d ,  

t h e r e f  o r e ,  t h e y  a l s o  a l t e r  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n  of a r e a s  and sites. 

Hence, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Schnore ,  e v e n  i f  we c a n n o t  a s c e r t a i n  f o r  s u r e  

whe the r  z o n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  u rban  s t r u c t u r e  f o l l o w  a 

" n a t u r a l  s equence"  of e v o l u t i o n ,  we c a n ,  a t  l e a s t ,  p r e d i c t  c e r t a i n  
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c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n s  of t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  u rban  

p o p u l a t i o n  by social  c l a s s e s .  F o r  example ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Schnore ,  i f  

we were t o  a s k  under  what c o n d i t i o n s  would t h e  " c o l o n i a l  p a t t e r n "  o f  

t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  o b s e r v e d  i n  L a t i n  

American c i t i e s  s h i f t  t o  t h e  Nor th  American p a t t e r n s  o b s e r v e d  by 

k r g e s s ,  we would have t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  be tween 

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v a r i a b l e s  : 

( a )  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  u s e s  and  f u n c t i o n s  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and  

communica t ion  t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n  L a t i n  Aqer i can  u r b a n  s y s t e m s  

(Communicat ion t e c h n o l o g i e s  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  a l l o w  

f o r  f u n c t i o n a l  l i n k s  be tween t h e  c e n t e r  and t h e  p e r i p h e r y ,  a s  well 

a s  o t h e r  a r e a s ;  a  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n ,  t h e r e f  o r e ,  i s  n o  l o n g e r  

n e c e s s a r y  ; ) 

( b )  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  size of t h e  p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  c e n t e r  a s  

well as  i n  t h e  s i z e  and  d e n s i t y  of i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  (Changes i n  t h e  

p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n d i c a t e  c h a n g e s  i n  f u n c t i o n s ,  and  c h a n g e s  i n  

the s i ze  and  d e n s i t y  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n d i c a t e  c h a n g e s  i n  soc ia l  

and  economic  a c t i v i t y .  ) 

Given s u c h  c h a n g e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S c h n o r e ,  L a t i n  American c i t ies  w i l l  

show t h e  same r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  as North 

h e r i c a n  c i t ies  do. I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  uppe r  c l a s s e s  i n  L a t i n  

America w i l l  move t o  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  f rom t h e  c e n t e r ,  o n c e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

c h a n g e s  i n  communicat ion and  t i - a n s p o r t a t i o n  w i l l  a l l o w  them t o  m a i n t a i n  

c o n t r o l  of t h e  c e n t e r  ( S c h n a r e ,  1965b:370-4).  S i n c e  a break-down i n  

t h e  " t r a d i t i o n a l  L a t i n  American p a t t e r n "  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  n o t e d  i n  t h e  

seven  s t u d i e s  r ev iewed  by S c h n o r e ,  t h e  s h i f t i n g  of t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  

r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c o n f i r m  t h e  r o l e  of t e c h n o l o g y  a s  a v a r i a b l e  
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i n  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  u r b a n i z a t i o n  o b s e r v e d  by b r g e s s .  

I n  t h e  l i g h t  of  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  ofi t h e  L a t i n  American p a t t e r n s  of t h e  

s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  Schnore  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  L a t i n  

American p a t t e r n  i s  n o t  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  -- a s  was 

p e r c e i v e d  -- b u t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t h e  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  of p re - indus -  

t r i a l  c i t i e s  i n  g e n e r a l .  Moreover,  S c h n o r e ' s  c o n c l u s i o n s  a l s o  imp ly  t h a t  

B u r g e s s '  h y p o t h e s i s  h a s  b o t h  a w i d e r  s c o p e  and  a na r rower  r a n g e  of a p p l i c a -  

t i o n  t h a n  p r e v i o u s l y  t h o u g h t -  Accord ing  t o  Schnore ,  t h e  E h r g e s s  h y p o t h e s i s  

i s  n o t  m e r e l y  d e s c r i p t i v e  of  Nor th  American p a t t e r n s  of u r b a n i z a t i o n  b u t  

i s  i n c l u s i v e  o f  c r o s s - c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e s .  The 

Burgess  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  f o r m s  o f  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and  

t h e r e f o r e  it c a n n o t  be  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  u n i v e r s a l  model of u rban  expans ion .  

Yet, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Schnore ,  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s  d o  n o t  c o u n t  a s  e v i d e n c e  a g a i n s t  

t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  e i t h e r ;  i n s t e a d ,  t h e y  p o i n t  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  B u r g e s s  

h y p o t h e s i s  is  a s p e c i f i c  e x p l a n a t o r y  i n s t a n c e  i n  a  " g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  of  

r e s i d e n t i a l  l a n d  u s e s  i n  u r b a n  a r e a s "  (1965b:374).  

The r e s u l t s  of t h e s e  s t u d i e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Schnore ,  p r e s e n t  a number 

of m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  and  t h e o r e t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  

r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of social  c l a s s e s  i n  c i t ies  and  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of 

t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  u r b a n i z a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l .  Of t h e s e  

i m p l i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  most  a p p a r e n t  o n e s  c o n c e r n  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  

r e l e v a n t  v a r i a b l e s  of. t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  The n e x t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

r e v i e w s  S c h n o r e '  s e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  v a r i a b l e s  of  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  i n  c i t ies .  These  v a r i a b l e s  are s e e n  by 

Schnore  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  of  t h e  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  human 

communi t i e s  i n  g e n e r a l .  
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The Urban S t r u c t u r e  a s  an " E c o l o g i c a l  Complex" 
1 

For S c h n o r e ,  s p a c e  is a  p h y s i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f u n c t i o n s  i n  soc ia l  l i f e .  The p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of a 

community, t h e n ,  i s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of t h a t  community.  Moreover,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e  

community h a v e  d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  social  l i f e  

of t h a t  community.  For example ,  i n  The Urban Scene  ( l 9 6 5 a ) ,  Schnore  h a s  

o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  s p a t i a l  s e p a r a t i o n  of r e s i d e n c  e and  p l a c e  of  work reflects  

n o t  j u s t  a d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n  of t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  s p a c e ,  

b u t  a  d i f f e r e n t  " f u n c t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n "  -- a  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n  of 

f u n c t i o n a l  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  -- i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  s o c i a l  l i f e  i t s e l f .  

Thus,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Schnore :  

The i n c r e a s i n g  s p a t i a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  t h e  modern 
community,  of  which t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of  home and work 
i s  o n e  a s p e c t ,  migh t  a l s o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  r e f l e c t i n g  
a n  i n c r e a s i n g  f u n c t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .  Such an  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a s sumes ,  of  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  s p a c e  p r e s e n t s  
a t  l e a s t  one m e a s u r a b l e  d imens ion  of community s t r u c t u r e .  
(1 965a : 339-40) 

For S c h n o r e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  measurement o f  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

community l i f e ,  i.e., t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  classes i n  c i t i es ,  

i n d i c a t e s  t h e  fo rm of o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f u n c t i o n s  i n  s o c i a l  

l i f e ,  i .e., t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r .  

Fo l lowing  f rom t h i s ,  Schnore  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  d e g r e e  of  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  

t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of  l a b o u r  w i l l  r e f l e c t  t h e  d e g r e e  

of i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of  i ts f u n c t i o n s  i n  s o c i a l ,  l i f e .  

On t h e  o n e  hand ,  S c h n o r e ' s  h y p o t h e s i s  o f  t h e  g r e a t e r  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  

o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  s p a c e  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  i s  m e r e l y  a r e s t a t e m e n t  o f  

Durkheim's  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  

d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  and  a g r e a t e r  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  



s o c i a l  l i f e .  On the  o ther  hand, Schnore 's  hypo thes i s  fo l l ows  i n  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n s  of t heo r i z ing  about t h e  community s t r u c t u r e  ou t l i ned  by t h e  

" m a t e r i a l i s t s "  of human ecology. For i n s t a n c e ,  Hawley (1950) def ined 

community s t r u c t u r e  a s  an o rgan iza t ion  of " the  e s s e n t i a l  f u n c t i o n s  and 

t h e i r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  by which a  l o c a l  populat ion ma in t a in s  i t s e l f "  (p .206) .  

More c o r r e c t l y ,  i n  t h i s  pe r spec t ive ,  community s t r u c t u r e  should be b e s t  

understood a s  an eco log ica l  o rganiza t ion  or a s  an e c o l o g i c a l  complex. 

Following Hawley ' s d e f i n i t i o n ,  "eco logica l  o rgan iza t ion"  r e f e r s  t o  " the 

o rgan iza t ion  of func t iona l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ' '  (lY5O:l79). Thus, t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  

complex is e s s e n t i a l l y  a  f u n c t i o n a l  e n t i t y ;  it i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  pr imar i ly  

by t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  c a n p r i s e  i ts s t r u c t u r e .  According 

t o  Hawley (lY5O), an eco log ica l  o rgan iza t ion  can be s t u d i e d  and measured 

by t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of communities or by t h e  

s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a c t i v i t i e s  (lY5O:l79). 

Schnore 's  eco log ica l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of c i t i e s ,  

whi le  indebted  t o  Durkheim 's s o c i a l  morphology, fo l l ows  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  

of human ecology s p e c i f i e d  by Park,  McKenzie, h r g e s s  and Hawley. More 

s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  Schnore 's  e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e  i n  

gene ra l  and of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  sugges t s  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n t i n u i t y  wi th  Hawley's s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of 

t h e  scope of human ecology: 

Human ecology s t u d i e s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of organized 
a c t i v i t y  without r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  mo t iva t ions  o r  
a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  a c t i n g  agents .  Its aim i s  t o  
develop a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  morphology or  form 
of c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e  under vary ing  e x t e r n a l  
cond i t i ons .  (1950:179) 

For Schnore (lY65a, lY65b),  t h e  morphological  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  

p a t t e r n s  of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of community l i f e ,  such a s  t h e  

p a t t e r n s  of t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  i n  c i t i e s ,  



i n v o l v e s  f i rs t  o f  a l l  t h e  i s o l a t i o n  and t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  

of t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s u c h  d i s t r i b u t i o n s .  

Schnore  i d e n t i f i e s  f o u r  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  o r g a n i z e  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s .  

The f o u r  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  

c l a s s e s  are : ( 1  ) e n v i r o n m e n t ,  ( 2 )  t e c h n o l o g y ,  (3 )  p o p u l a t i o n ,  and 

( 4 )  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  These f o u r  v a r i a b l e s  of  r e s i d e n t i a l  l a n d - u s e  p a t t e r n s  are 

a l s o  s e e n  by S c h n o r e  a s  t h e  c o n s t i t u e n t  e l e m e n t s  of a n  " e c o l o g i c a l  complex1' 

o r  an  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  f u n c t i o n s .  These  f o u r  v a r i a b l e s  w i l l  

be  d i s c u s s e d  b r i e f l y  below: 

(1) Env i ronmen t :  T h i s  v a r i a b l e  of  l a n d - u s e  p a t t e r n s  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  

t o p o g r a p h y  of a n  u r b a n  a r e a .  Some d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  u rban  s t r u c t u r e s  

c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c o n s t r a i n t s  of  p h y s i c a l  

l o c a t i o n  on urban  e x p a n s i o n  and on a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a t t e r n s .  Schnore  

q u o t e s  a number of s t u d i e s  on L a t i n  America t h a t  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  p h y s i c a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  on u rban  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t -  

u r e s  and  on urban  e x p a n s i o n  (1965b:379-80).  For example ,  Schnore  

q u o t e s  H a y n e r ' s  s t u d y  of  Mexico C i t y  which o b s e r v e d  t h a t  a p a r t -  

i a l  d r a i n  of Lake Texcoco i n  1 9 0 3  was n o t  f o l l o w e d  by a n  a n t i c i p -  

a t e d  e x p a n s i o n  of r e s i d e n t i a l  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  d r a i n e d  l a n d  

b e c a u s e  t h e  s o i l  was h i g h l y  a l k a l i n e  (Schnore ,  1965b3380) .  

Ano the r  example q u o t e d  by S c h n o r e  r e l a t e d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  f a c t o r s  

t o  l a n d  v a l u e s .  Accord ing  t o  Caplow's  s t u d y  of  Guatemala C i t y  

i n  1 9 4 9 ,  t h e  economics  of  l a n d  v a l u e  s p e c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t y  c e n t e r  

h a s  b e e n  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  g i v e n  t h e  h i g h  f re-  

q u e n c y  of e a r t h q u a k e s ,  n o  b u i l d i n g  c o u l d  e x c e e d  t h e  h e i g h t  of  

o n e  s t o r y  ( i n  Schnore ,  1965b:380) .  
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(2)  Technology:  Technology i s  a c r u c i a l  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  of t h e  

r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  and  o f  t h e  u rban  

s t r u c t u r e .  Schnore  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  be tween t h r e e  m a j o r  e l e m e n t s  of 

t e c h n o l o g y :  ( a )  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and communica t ions  as  t h e  "means 

of overccming t h e  f r i c t i o n  o f  s p a c e "  ( l 9 6 5 b  :38O) ; ( b )  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

i n n o v a t i o n  i n  i n d u s t r y  t h a t  a l t e r s  t h e  s p a t i a l  n a t u r e  of i n d u s t r i a l  

p r o d u c t i o n ;  and ( c )  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s p e c i a l i z e d  p r o d u c t i v e ,  

economic  and s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s p a c e  t h r o u g h  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

a n d  communica t ion  s y s t e m s  o r  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of 

t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r .  Accord ing  t o  S c h n o r e ,  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m s  and  of commuting b e h a v i o u r  

w i l l  s e r v e  a s  a f a i r  i n d i c a t o r  of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  i n t e r d e p e n d -  

e n c e  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of  l a b o u r  i n  a n  a r e a  u n d e r  a n a l y s i s  (1965b: 

3 8 4  ) . 
( 3 )  P o p u l a t i o n :  I n  S c h n o r e ' s  a n a l y s i s  of l a n d - u s e  p a t t e r n s  and t h e i r  

d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  c r u c i a l  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n s  

o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s .  The f u n c t i o n s  of  t h i s  v a r i a b l e  a r e  

e s p e c i a l l y  a p p a r e n t  d u r i n g  time of u r b a n  g rowth .  Accord ing  t o  

S c h n o r e ,  ". . .growth, i n  f a c t ,  i s  one  of t h e  key d e t e r m i n a n t s  of  

c h a n g e  i n  p h y s i c a l  p a t t e r n ;  t h e  l a t t e r ~ ~ c a n n o t  f a i l  t o  r e s p o n d  t o  

i n c r e m e n t s  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  size" ( l 9 6 5 b  : 3 8 l ) .  Schnore  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  

among t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  a s p e c t s .  of  t h e  c o m p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  pop- 

u l a t i o n ,  a s p e c t s  t h a t  migh t  v e r y  well, on t h e i r  own, i n f l u e n c e  

t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of r e s i d e n t i a l  p a t t e r n s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  These  

t h r e e  a s p e c t s  are t h e  s ize ,  t h e  r a te  of g r o w t h ,  a n d  t h e  e t h n i c  

and  r a c i a l  c o m p o s i t i o n  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

(4)  Organiza t ion . : .  O r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  f o u r t h  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  of 



l a n d - u s e  p a t t e r n s  i s  a  c r u c i a l  c o n c e p t  i n  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  

o f  u r b a n i z a t i o n :  i t  d e s c r i b e s  r e l a t i o n s  of, f u n c t i o n a l  i n t e r -  

dependence  i n  a  sys t em.  Thus,  a s  Schnore  p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h e  s e g r e -  

g a t i o n  of  f u n c t i o n s  i n  s p a c e  o b s e r v e d  by B u r g e s s  i n  Nor th  American 

c i t ies  p r e s u p p o s e s  a  number of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  f e a t u r e s :  ( a )  a 

l a r g e  community s ize ,  ( b )  "ease of movement," i .e., ease of 

e x c h a n g e s  between s p a t i a l  u n i t s ,  and ( c )  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  on t h e  

d i v i s i o n  of  l a b o u r  ( s e e  S c h n o r e ,  1965b  :382-3). 

Accord ing  t o  Schnore ,  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  organ- 

i z a t i o n  on t h e  urban  s t r u c t u r e ,  we must  s t u d y  t h e  economic  b a s e  

of  t h e  c i t y ,  and t h e  " e c o l o g i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  of  community l i f e .  

I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  s t u d y  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  

v a r i a b l e  i n v o l v e s  t h e  s t u d y  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  

i n  s p a c e .  The economic b a s e  of  a  c i t y ,  whether  i n d u s t r i a l  o r  

c o m m e r c i a l ,  w i l l  o b v i o u s l y  i n f l u e n c e  l a n d - u s e  p a t t e r n s  d i r e c t l y .  

The " e c o l o g i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n "  of  canmuni ty  l i f e  d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  -- Durkheim's  "dynamic 

d e n s i t y "  -- i .e., t h e  number of  " i s o l a t e d  and  s e l f  - c o n t a i n e d  

s y b s y s t e m s "  i n  a t e r r i t o r i a l  u n i t  (Schnore ,  19658;385) .  According 

t o  S c h n o r e ,  "subsystems" are c h a r a c t e r i z e d  l a r g e l y  by t h e i r  

r e l a t i v e  f u n c t i o n a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  f rom e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  f rom t h e  

' c i t y  c e n t e r ' ,  a s  well a s  b y  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e l y  u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

i n t e r n a l  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  To q u o t e  Schnore  : 

A whole  series of s u c h  s u b s y s t e m s  -- o r  sub-  
communi t i e s  -- may b e  p r e s e n t ,  e a c h  v e r y  much 
l i k e  t h e  n e x t ,  and e a c h  r e l a t i v e l y  i s o l a t e d  
f r m  a l l  i ts  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  The t r a d i t i o n a l  
b a r r i o s  of L a t i n  American c i t i e s  s e r v e  as  an  
example  of t h e s e  " t r a n s p l a n t e d  v i l l a g e s "  i n  
t h e  u rban  env i ronmen t .  For c o n v e n i e n c e ,  we 
may c o n t r a s t  such  c i t i e s  composed of  many 



aornmunities with t h e  contemporary me t ropo l i t an  
a r e a s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  -- communities 
composed .of many c i t ies .  (1965b :385) 

For Schnore,  t h e s e  four  v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  p a t t e r n s  of t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  are a l s o  t h e  r e l e v a n t  v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  

t l eco logica l  complex" o r  a  system of in te rdependent  func t ions .  The f o u r  

v a r i a b l e s ,  environment,  technology, populat ion and t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t hen ,  

a r e  not  only t h e  v a r i a b l e  of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of r e s i d e n t i a l  , 

p a t t e r n s  but  a l s o  t h e  concomitant v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  o rgan iza t ion  

of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  space. 

Schnore' s Theory of Urbanization 

The urban s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  Schnoret s pe r spec t ive ,  appea r s  

pr imar i ly  a s  an "ecologica l  o rgan iza t ion ,  " i .e., a s  a system of f u n c t i o n s  

i n  space.  Urbanizat ion,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  t o  be understood p r i m a r i l y  a s  a 

process  of e c o l o g i c a l  o rganiza t ion .  A s  a  concept ,  u rban iza t ion  d e s c r i b e s  

t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l abour  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  Urban- 

i z a t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  t hen ,  appears  a s  a  form of o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  

in te rdependences  of spec i a l i zed  and s p a t i a l l y  s eg rega t ed  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  

c h a r a c t e r i z e  s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion .  Thus, i t  would appear t h a t  f o r  Schnore, 

t h e  s tudy of t h e  urban s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  i d e n t i c a l  w i th  t h e  

s tudy of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  But is t h i s  t h e  ca se?  

When Schnore proposes t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  urban s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  a s  an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  form, is  he,  i n  f a c t ,  proposing an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  i n  gene ra l ?  I f  t h i s  were t h e  c a s e ,  h i s  

urban soc io logy  would c e r t a i n l y  appear a s  a  way of t h e o r i z i n g  about  s o c i a l  

o rgan iza t ion  i n  gene ra l  and not a s  a  t heo ry  of t h e  s o c i a l  forms and func- 

t ions  of urban space a s  such. Perhaps a  b e t t e r  ques t i on  t o  a s k  would be  



t h e  fo l l owing :  Is Schnore r e a l l y  sugges t ing  an e c o l o g i c a l  t heo ry  of 

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  based on such eco log ica l  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  " d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n , "  

"expansion," " c e n t r a l i z a t i o n "  and "interdependence," o r  is  he sugges t ing  an 

e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of labour  -- a d i v i s i o n  

whose s o c i a l  o r i g i n s  or  h i s t o r y  a r e  no t  i n  ques t ion  a t  moment -- on s o c i a l  

space i n  g e n e r a l ?  I n  o ther  words, i s  Schnore g iv ing  u s  an e c o l o g i c a l  

h i s t o r y  of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion ,  o r  an eco log ica l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  

v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s  i n  space?  

Schnore ' s  answer t o  t h e s e  ques t i ons  suggest  a b i t  of both.  H i s  theory  

of u r b a n i z a t i o n  is  both an e c o l o g i c a l  theory  of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  and an 

e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of urban forms i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  Schnore ' s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

t o  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  theory of urbanism is  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  i f  w e  i n s i s t  on 

a  Durkheimian d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  s t r i c t l y  s o c i a l  o r i g i n s  and f u n c t i o n s  of 

s o c i a l  f a c t s ,  o r  i f  we a r e  pp t  t o  cons ider  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l abour  a s  r e f l e c t -  

i v e  of c o n t r a d i c t o r y  power r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  For Schnore, 

t h e  d i v i s i o n  of labour  is  n o t  t h e  expression of t h e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  power 

r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ;  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  s p e c i a l -  

i z e d  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of labour  r e f l e c t  t h e  in te rdependent  organ- 

i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  and of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

Schnore ' s  s o c i a l  theory  i s  e c o l o g i c a l  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  it sugges t s  

t h a t  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  is  based on t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of f u n c t i o n a l  i n t e r -  

dependences. Schnore 's  s o c i o l o g i c a l  concerns are l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a -  

t i o n  of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i v i s i o n  of l abour  i n  s o c i a l  organ- 

i z a t i o n .  He i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  concerned with t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  of t h i s  

d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r ,  or i t s  c u r r e n t  v a l u e s  i n  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  f o r  

t h a t  m a t t e r .  A s  a  r e su l t . ,  h i s  a n a l y s i s  of urbanism is e s s e n t i a l l y  a  

f u n c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  o rganize  s o c i a l  space .  



S c h n o r e l s  a p p r o a c h  t o  u rban i sm p r o p o s e s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  

f u n c t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s  of  t h e  

d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  i n  s p a c e .  Thus ,  o n c e  a g a i n ,  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  i s  s e e n  

by Schnore  p r i m a r i l y  i n  i t s  f u n c t i o n a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  and n o t  i n  r e l a t i o n  

t o  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y  , Schnore '  s e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

f u n c t i o n a l  e f f e c t s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  of u rban  

f o r m a t i o n s  s u g g e s t s  a f u n c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  and  of  i t s  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  S c h n o r e l s  

urbanism is a t h e o r y  of  t h e  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  

S i n c e  S c h n o r e  is  n o t  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  o f  c i t ies ,  o r  

t h e  s o c i a l  e v o l u t i o n  of  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  labour ,how d o e s  h e  a c c o u n t  f o r  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  t h e  u rban  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and i n  t h e  u r b a n  sys t em?  A 

f u n c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  b a s e d  on o r g a n i c  a n a l o g i e s ,  s u c h  a s  S c h n o r e l s  e c o l o g i c a l  

a n a l y s i s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w i l l  e x p l a i n  deve lopmen t s ,  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  terms 

of f u n c t i o n a l  c h a n g e s ,  i .e. ,  i n  terms of c h a n g e s  i n  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  i n  t h e i r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Yet, t h i s  d o e s  n o t  seem t o  e x p l a i n  what  e l i c i t s  c h a n g e s  i n  

f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  For  S c h n o r e ,  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  

d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  and  i n  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n - -  i n c l u d i n g  t h e i r  s p a t i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  -- are e f f e c t e d  by t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n .  Technology is 

t h e  c r u c i a l  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  o f  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  u r b a n  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  

and i n  t h e  u r b a n  sys t em.  

Techno logy  i n  . W h n o r e l s  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e o n  s o c i a l  l i f e  is  h e l d  

r e s p o n s i b l e  for  a f f e c t i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r ,  and  i n  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  T e c h n o l o g i c a l  change  a l s o  a c c o u n t s  

f o r  t h e  deve lopmen t  of new p a t t e r n s  i n  u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  rise of 

t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  sys t em.  I n  f a c t ,  S c h n o r e l s  t h e o r y  o f  u r b a n i z a t i o n  is  a 

f u n c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  effects  o f  t e c h n o l o g y ,  on t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  



bf t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r .  For Schnore  t h e r e  a p p e a r  t o  b e  two  f o r m s  of  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n s  t h a t  e f f e c t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  of 

c i t i es  : t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n s  t h a t  a f f e c t  p r o d u c t i o n  d i r e c t l y  and  inno-  

v a t i o n s  t h a t  a f f e c t  t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  of p r o d u c t i v e ,  economic  and s o c i a l  

a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s p a c e  o r  t h e i r  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e  f i rs t  k i n d  of  i n n o v a t i o n  a f f e c t e d  t h e  i n t e r n a l  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  i.e., i t  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  b u t  a t  

t h e  same time, it a l s o  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  number of s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s  i n  

t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r .  Schnore  c o n s i d e r e d  c h a n g e s  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  

a s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f u r t h e r  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r ,  and f o r  t h e  c h a n g i n g  

u rban  s t r u c t u r e ,  i .e . ,  f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  l a r g e  urban  

c e n t e r s  t h a t  o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  i n  Nor th  America. Thus ,  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  Schnore :  

The y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  World War I ,  a l t h o u g h  marked by  
a f ew f l u c t u a t i o n s ,  u s h e r e d  i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  e x p a n s i o n .  
Enormous s t r i d e s  were made i n  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  
and a s  n a t i o n a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n c r e a s e d , s i g n i f i c a n t  
a d v a n c e s  o c c u r r e d  i n  r e a l  wages.  The t e c h n i q u e s  o f  
mass p r o d u c t i o n  and  i n c r e a s e d  m e c h a n i z a t i o n  r e d u c e d  
t h e  manpower r e q u i r e d  i n  i n d u s t r y .  S i n c e  a similar 
t r e n d  was c o n t i n u i n g  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  a s  an  e f f e c t  of  
t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  power m a c h i n e r y ,  t h e  s u r p l u s  
p o p u l a t i o n  f rom b o t h  a g r i c u l t u r e  and  i n d u s t r y  g r a d u a l l y  
s h i f t e d  i n t o  o c c u p a t i o n s  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
of  g o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s .  (1965a:85)  

However, i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d  a  s h i f t  t o  t h e  " t e r t i a r y "  s e c t o r  

d o e s  n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  rise of new u r b a n  f o r m s .  Accord ing  t o  Schnore ,  

t h e s e  c h a n g e s  t h e m s e l v e s  were a c t u a l l y  h e l p e d  by c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  u r b a n  

s t r u c t u r e ,  i .e., by t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of a c t i v i t i e s  f a c i l i t a t e d  

by t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n v e n t i o n s  and  by t h e  development  of more e f f i c i e n t  t r a n s -  

p o r t a t i o n  r o u t e s  and  s y s t e m s .  F i r s t ,  i n n o v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  

new power s o u r c e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  power, l e s s e n e d  

t h e  dependence  of i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  on c e r t a i n  f i x e d  l o c a t i o n s .  T h i s  



r e l a t i v e  f r eedom from l o c a t i o n  sites r e s u l t e d  i n  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  move indus -  

t r i a l  p l a n t s  f u r t h e r  away f r a n  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n s  where  l a n d  v a l u e s  were 

i n c r e a s i n g .  T h i s  a c c o u n t s  p a r t l y  f o r  t h e  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e n t r i c  

u rban  s t r u c t u r a  o b s e r v e d  by E h r g e s s .  

Second ly ,  t h e  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  u r b a n  s y s t e m  i n  North 

America f o l l o w i n g  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  was a r e s u l t  of t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e s  i n  

c a n m u n i c a t i o n s  and  i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  means .  By a l t e r i n g  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  

t h e  new means of  communica t ions  h a v e  a l t e r e d  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  u r b a n  

s t r u c t u r e .  Improved t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  and means of communica t ion  

made p o s s i b l e  t h e  c e n t r a l i z e d  c o n t r o l  of  a c t i v i t i e s  o v e r  g r e a t e r  g e o g r a p h i c a l  

d i s t a n c e s  a n d ,  a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e y  a l s o  made p o s s i b l e  t h e  d i s p e r s i o n  of 

some a c t i v i t i e s  on b e t t e r  e c m o m i e s  of  s c a l e  t h a n  was p o s s i b l e  b e f o r e .  

However, a s  Schnore  p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h i s  d i s p e r s i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  and  

economic a c t i v i t i e s  h a s  a l s o  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  g r e a t e r  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  management of  i n d u s t r i e s  and 

commerce. For example ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S c h n o r e  : 

Many a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  may a l s o  b e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
f r e e  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c e n t e r  a n d  l o c a t e  a t  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  
of  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  community.  For example ,  t h e  
c e n t r a l  of,f ices ;of l a r g e  i n s u r a n c e  c a n p a n i e s  , whose 
c h i e f  c o n t a c t s  are w i t h  a g e n t s  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  n a t i o n ,  may r e p r e s e n t  a t y p e  of  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
t h a t  c a n  b e  a s  e f f i c i e n t l y  managed i n t h e  r i n g  a s  i n  
t h e  c e n t e r ,  The c o n t r o l  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  of  o t h e r  
i n d u s t r i e s ,  however ,  which r e q u i r e  f r e q u e n t  c o n t a c t s  
w i t h  l a w y e r s ,  b r o k e r s  , news m e d i a ,  ou t -o f  -t own b u y e r s ,  
may c o n t i n u e  t o  r e q u i r e  c e n t r a l  l o c a t i o n .  (1965a:90) 

The c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  

i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s  r e f l e c t  a  new f  orm of o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i v i s i o n  o f .  l a b o u r  : " m e t r o p o l i t a n i s m " .  The s t r u c t u r e  

of t h i s  new form of s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of  

l a b o u r  -- t h e  m e t r o p o l i s i s  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by an  i n c r e a s e d  t e r r i t o r i a l  



d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r .  A t  t h e  same time, s u c h  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  number of 

s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s y s t e m ,  r e f l e c t s  a g r e a t e r  

i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of f u n c t i o n s ,  i .e . ,  a  g r e a t e r  c o m p l e x i t y  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of 

l a b o u r .  

For S c h n o r e ,  t h e n ,  t h e r e  are a  number of d i f f e r e n c e s  be tween "urbanism" 

and " m e t r o p o l i t a n i s m .  The u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  d e s c r i b e d  by b r g e s s  ' c o n c e n t r i c  

z o n e  model i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  of u r b a n i z a t i o n  a t  a  c e r t a i n  s t a g e  of  t h e  or- 

g a n i z a t i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y . :  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of labour-power  . Tech- 

n o l o g i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n s  i n  i n d u s t r y  and  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of power s o u r c e s  

r e d u c e d  t h e  need  f o r  such  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  of  labour-power  i n  i n d u s t r y .  These  

i n n o v a t i o n s  f a c i l i t a t e d  a s h i f t  i n  o c c u p a t i o n s  t o  t h e  t e r t i a r y  s e c ' t o r  , i .e., 

t o  tk d i s t r i b u t i o n  of goods  and s e r v i c e s .  These  c h a n g e s  i n  p r o d u c t i v e  and 

economic a c t i v i t i e s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  improved  means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  

modes of  c a n m u n i c a t i o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S c h n o r e ,  h a v e  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  d i s -  

p e r s i o n  of p o p u l a t i o n s  f r a n  t h e  c e n t e r  o u t w a r d .  Moreover ,  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  

seem t o  h a v e  accoun ted  f o r  t h e  g r o w t h  of  t h e  p e r i h e r y  i n  e x c e s s  o f  t h e  

u rban  c e n t e r  i t s e l f .  The p r o c e s s  o f  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  u r b a n  c e n t e r  

and  t h e  a p p a r e n t  growth of tk p e r i p h e r y  a t  a n  i n c r e a s e d  r a t e  f rom t h a t  of  

t h e  u rban  c e n t e r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S c h n o r e ,  h a v e  o f t e n  been  s e e n  i n  t h e  l i t e r a -  

t u r e  on u r b a n i s m  a s  t h e i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  r ise  of t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  community. 

However, a s  Schnore  p o i n t s  o u t ,  " m e t r o p o l i t a n i s m "  i s  n o t  m e r e l y  a 

p r o c e s s  of  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  a c t i v i t i e s ,  n o r  is  i t  a q u e s t i o n  o f  e x c e s s i v e  

growth  a t  t h e  p e r i p h e r y  of t h e  u r b a n  s y s t e m  (1965a:107-9) .  F o l l o w i n g  a n  

e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  i . e . ,  a n  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  

r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  compr i se  a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  S c h n o r e  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  

t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of " m e t r o p o l i t a n i s m "  we must  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  

c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  



t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r .  T h i s  

c o m p l e x i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Schnore ,  c a n  b e  measured  by a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 

t h e  movsments and  exchanges  i n  t h e  u r b a n  sys t em.  It is  t h e  n a t u r e  and  e a s e  

of movements, and  exchanges  of  goods  and i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  

m e t r o p o l i t a n  s y s t e m ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  m a g n i t u d e s  o f  i t s  p h y s i c a l  s ize ,  t h e  

c k n s i t y  of i t s  p o p u l a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  mere r a t e  of  i t s  p h y s i c a l  e x p a n s i o n .  

The u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e n ,  r e f l e c t  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of  s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  

of l a b o u r .  The s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of  l a b o u r ,  i n c l u d i n g  i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  . 

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i s  b e s t  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  t h e  r a t e  o f  movements and  

e x c h a n g e s  w i t h i n  a  p h y s i c a l  a r e a .  I n  S c h n o r e ' s  v i e w ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t -  

ween t h e  "urban"  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e  " m e t r o p o l i t a n "  s t r u c t u r e a r e  t o  b e  f o u n d  

i n  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  n a t u r e  of movements and  e x c h a n g e s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  

p h y s i c a l  b o u n d a r i e s .  According t o  S c h n o r e :  

P h y s i c a l  movement i n  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  i s  much 
less  s i m p l e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  o v e r - a l l  
o r i e n t a t i o n .  I n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  s i m p l e  i n - a n d -  
o u t  movement between c e n t e r  a n d  p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  
s m a l l e r  c i t y ,  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  
a v e r y  h i g h  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  l a t e r a l  movements,  i n  
c o m p l i c a t e d  c r o s s c u r r e n t s  and e d d i e s .  ( l 9 6 5 a  : lO8) 

S c h n o r e ' s  a n a l y s i s  of  "metr o p o l i t a n i s m "  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  r i s e  o f  t h e  

m e t r o p o l i t a n  sys t em i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  and  1 9 6 0 1 s ,  a t  a s p e c i f i c  s t a g e  i n  i n d u s -  

t r i a l  and  economic  development and  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

S c h n o r e l s  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o r  u r b a n  phenomena i n  g e n e r a l  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  "urbanism" is a  way of  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  s p e c i a l i z e d  

f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  i n s p a c e .  

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s  of  tk d i v i s i o n  of 

l a b o u r  and  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  s p a c e  is s p e c i f i e d  even  more by M i c h e l  

B o i s v e r t  I s  economic  s t u d y  of t h e  u r b a n  s y s t e m s  of  C a n a d a ' s  r e g i o n s  (1978). 



T h i s  s t u d y  i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r .  B o i s v e r t ' s  s t u d y  

i s  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e  o n l y  i n s o f a r  a s  it is s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  

s c o p e  and r a n g e  o f  u rban  t h e o r i z i n g  i n  g e n e r a l .  



CHAPTER 6 MICEL BOISVERT: "URBANISM" AS A FUNCTION OF TIE RELATIONSHIP 

BETWEEN INDUSTRIALIZATION AND ECONOMIC 

ORGANIZATION 

S c h n o r e ' s  f u n c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween i n d u s t r i a l -  

i z a t i o n  and f o r m s  o f  u r b a n i z a t i o n  h a s  p r o v i d e d  a  number of f r u i t f u l  methods 

f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  of  t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e ,  such  a s  

t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  i n t e r a c t  i o n  f l o w s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  

An example  of  t h i s  k i n d  of a n a l y s i s  of t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  of t h e  urban  

s t r u c t u r e  h a s  been  proposed  by Miche l  B o i s v e r t  ( l 9 7 8 ) ,  a  Canad ian  economis t .  

Al though n o t  d i r e c t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by S c h n o r e '  s human e c o l o g y ,  B o i s v e r t  's 

s t u d y  i n v e s t i g a t e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  

economic s t r u c t u r e  and t h e  u rban  s y s t e m s  of C a n a d a ' s  r e g i o n s  f rom what might  

b e  d e f i n e d  a s  a n  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  B o i s v e r t  's s t u d y  

i n v e s t i g a t e s  u r b a n  f o r m a t i o n s  a s  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  effects  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

be tween i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  and t h e  economic  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  

Miche l  B o i s v e r t ' s  s t u d y ,  The C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  Between t h e  Urban System 

and t h e  Economic Base of Canada ' s  R e g i o n s  ( 1 9 7 8 ) ,  is  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  

t h e  v a r i o u s  i n d u s t r i a l ,  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a n d  u r b a n  f a c t o r s  t h a t  migh t  impede 

t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of economic a c t i v i t y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  m e t r o p o l i t a n  growth.  

B o i s v e r t ' s  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s y s t e m  is 

  ecological'^ i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  e s t a b l i s h e s  a f u n c t i o n a l  ( i . e . ,  an  i n t e r -  

d e p e n d e n t )  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m  o f  a r e g i o n ,  its i n d u s -  

t r i a l  b a s e ,  and  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of  t h e  u r b a n  s y s t e m s  t h a t  make u p  t h e  d i s t r i -  

b u t i o n  and t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  economic  and i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  

s p a c e .  

Accord ing  t o  B o i s v e r t ,  t h e  economic  s y s t e m  o f  a r e g i o n  "is made up  of 

t h o s e  p r o d u c t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  whose m a r k e t  e x t e n d s  beyond t h e  no rma l  l i m i t s  
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of a  c i t y  or r e g i o n s ' s  h in t e r l and  and t h e r e f o r e  cor responds  t o  t h e  expor t ing  

s e c t o r  of t h e  l o c a l  economy" (1978: l l ) .  The not ion  of t h e  "urban system", 

i n  Bo i sve r t ' s  s tudy a s  i n  most eco log ica l  approaches,  i n c l u d e s  bo th  a 

"s t ructural ' !  d e f i n i t i o n ,  i . e . ,  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a 

"funct ional"  d e f i n i t i o n ,  i .e., t he  f u n c t i o n a l  in te rdependence  ( o r g a n i z a t i o n )  

of a c t i v i t i e s  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  space, or s p a t i a l  dynamics ( s ee  Bo i sve r t ,  1978: 

11 ) .  

Thus, t h e  economic system (product ion f o r  e x p o r t ) ,  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

( the  a c t i v i t i e s  r equ i r ed  f o r  producing e x p o r t s ) ,  and t h e  urban system ( t h e  

s p a t i a l  dynamics of economic and i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  ) , accord ing  t o  

Boisver t ,  a r e  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  met ropol i tan  system or of t h e  conoentra-  

t i o n  of economic a c t i v i t i e s  v i s - a -v i s  t h e  emergence of t h e  met ropol i s .  For 

Boisver t ,  t h e n ,  t h e  metropol i tan system i s  a  form of o r g a n i z a t i o n  of econo- 

mic a c t i v i t y  i n  space:  i t  des igna t e s  a  c e r t a i n  l e v e l  of concen t r a t i on  of 

t e r t i a r y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a s  we l l  a s  t h e i r  d i f f u s i o n  i n  space .  

By def in ing  t h e  urban system a s  an o rgan iza t ion  of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i -  

t i es  i n  space -- i .e., a s  t h e  organiza t ion  of t h e  s p a t i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of 

i n d u s t r y  i n t o  t h e  economic s t r u c t u r e  ( t h e  marke t )  -- Boisver t  c a n  l i n k  

l e v e l s  of u rban iza t ion  ( d i f f e r e n t  urban sys t ems)  t o  d i f f e r e n t  forms  of 

i n d u s t r i a l  product ion.  These d i f f  w e n t  product ive  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n  t u r n ,  

reflect t h e  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  of t h e  economic i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  urban 

system i n  t h e  "market". 

These f u n c t i o n a l  c o r r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  economic system and t h e  urban 

s t r u c t u r e  a l low Boisver t  t o  measure and t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of eco-  

nomic a c t i v i t i e s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of m e t r o p o l i t a n i z a t i o n .  The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 

t h e  r e l a t i  onship among t h e s e  t h r e e  v a r i a b l e s  c o v e r s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  

s p a t i a l  dynamics of t h e  economic system c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  met ropol i s .  In 



o t h e r  words ,  B o i s v e r t  's " e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s "  of  t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of t h e s e  

v a r i a b l e s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  s t u d y  of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of economic  and 

i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a s  a  f u n c t i o n a l  a s p e c t  of t h e  emergence  of t h e  m e t r o p o l i s .  

" S p a t i a l  dynamics"  i n  B o i s v e r t  's framework i n d i c a t e  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  

i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of i n d u s t r i a l  and  economic a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a r e g i o n .  T h i s  

i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  "is measured  by t h e  i n t e n s i t y  and  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of i n t e r -  

a c t i o n  f lws s u c h  a s  exchange  of goods  a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The i n t e n s i t y  may 

be a s s e s s e d  by c a n p a r i n g  t h e  volume of i n t r a - r e g i o n a l  f l o w s  i n  v a r i o u s  

r e g i o n s  o r  by c a n p a r i n g  t h i s  volume w i t h  t h a t  of e x c h a n g e s  w i t h  o t h e r  

r e g i o n s  . I t  ( 1978  :69 )  

The s p a t i a l  dynamics  of a  r e g i o n  w i l l  r e f l e c t  what  S c h n o r e  ( 1 9 6 5 a )  

h a s  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  i n  

t h e  e c o n u n i c  s y s t e m .  Moreover ,  t h e  measurement of t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  

( exchanges  ) t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of i n d u s t r i a l  and  econo-  

mic f u n c t i o n s  w i l l  a l s o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  measurement of u r b a n i z a t i o n  o r  of 

t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  u rban  s t r u c t u r e  i n  l i m i t i n g  o r  i n  e n h a n c i n g  t h e  con- 

c e n t r a t i o n  of economic  a c t i v i t y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  s y s t e m .  

B o i s v e r t  p r o p o s e s  t o  g o  beyond Schnore '  s s u g g e s t i o n s  of  m e a s u r i n g  

urbanism and m e t r o p o l i t a n i s m  o n l y  by t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of 

i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s p a c e .  B o i s v e r t  d o e s  n o t  see t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  

a s  a  mere r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s p a c e .  

The s p a t i a l  dynamics  h e  p r o p o s e s  t o  measu re  a re ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  dynamics  of 

t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  economic  s y s t e m  of a r e g i o n  

t h a t  e x t e n d s  beyond t h e  s p a t i a l  b o u n d a r i e s  of t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e .  Fo r  

B o i s v e r t  , t h e n ,  t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  l e v e l  of i n d u s t r i a l  

i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  economic sys t em.  Thus ,  i n  B o i s v e r t ' s  f r amework ,  t h e  

c r u c i a l  v a r i a b l e  of u r b a n i z a t i o n  i s  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween 



t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  of a  s e t t l e m e n t  and t h e  economic s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  

r e g i o n  i n  which t h i s  s e t t l e m e n t  is l o c a t e d .  

Hence, any t h e o r e t i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between i n d u s t r y  

and t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r ,  and any c o n c r e t e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  urban 

development, must t a k e  i n t o  account t h e  dependency of t h e  urban sys tem ( i  .e., 

l e v e l  of u r b a n i z a t i o n )  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  of a  

s e t t l e m e n t  and i t s  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  economic sys tem of t h e  r e g i o n .  More- 

over ,  it a l s o  f o l l o w s  t h a t  t h e  measurement of s p a t i a l  dynamics i n  B o i s v e r t ' s  

framework is a  measurement of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  b a s e  

of a  community and t h e  economic system of t h e  r e g i o n .  B o i s v e r t ' s  "eco- 

l o g i c a l "  approach t o  urbanism, t h e n ,  is an a n a l y s i s  of economic r e l a t i o n s ;  

i t  is  an e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  dependence of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  on 

economic r e l a t i o n s ,  and t h e i r  e f f e c t s  on t h e  urban sys tem.  

The economic s t r u c t u r e  of a  r e g i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  B o i s v e r t  , is  c h a r a c t e r -  

i z e d  by e i t h e r  one o r  a  combination of t h e  f o l l o w i n g  a c t i v i t i e s :  (1) "ex- 

p l o i t a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e , "  ( 2 )  " l o c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of t h e s e  r e s o u r -  

c e s , "  and ( 3 )  " u t i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  p r o d u c t s  i n  t h e  f a b r i c a -  

t i o n  of v a r i o u s  i t e m s "  ( l 9 7 8 : l l ) .  Each of t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  

s t a g e  i n  economic developnent .  These a c t i v i t i e s .  a r e  r e g u l a t e d  by t h e  econo- 

mic sys tem,  i .e. , t h e i r  l e v e l  of development i s  dependent  on wor ld  market  

c o n d i t i o n s .  According t o  B o i s v e r t ,  each economic r e g i o n  c o n s t r a i n s  t h e  

development of i ts urban sys tem , i .e., each  s t a g e  i n  economic development 

-- r e s o u r c e ,  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  and f a b r i c a t i o n  -- is  u s u a l l y  matched by 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  l e v e l s  of u r b a n i z a t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  words,  urban expans ion  is 

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  T h i s  d o e s  

no t  mean t h a t  a c i t y  w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  grow by an a d d i t i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t -  

i v i t i e s .  The development of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  u rban  



e x p a n s i o n  -- i .e., t h e  economic growth of a  r e g i o n  -- a c c o r d i n g  t o  B o i s v e r t ,  

d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  a  n a t u r a l  sequence ,  b u t  s h i f t s  w i t h  w o r l d  m a r k e t  c o n d i t i o n s .  

B r i e f l y ,  t h e n ,  t h e r e  a r e  t h e  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  urban  s y s t e m s . ~ a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

t h e  t h r e e  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  economic development ,  o r  w i t h  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  economic sys tem:  

( 1 )  E x p l o i t a t i o n  of r e s o u r c e s :  The r e g i o n s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r e s o u r c e  

e x t r a c t i o n  have  a  v e r y  low r a t e  of  u r b a n i z a t i o n .  Because  

of t h e  dependence  of t h i s  t y p e  of a c t i v i t y  on g e o g r a p h i c a l  

l o c a t i o n ,  i ts  p roduc t ion  u n i t s  are s p r e a d  ove r  l a r g e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  

areas. The economic b a s e  of  t h i s  r e g i o n ,  t h e n ,  i s  h i g h l y  s p e c i a l -  

i z e d .  A s  a  consequence ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  B o i s v e r t  , t h e  s p a t i a l  

dynamics  ( i n t e r a c t i o n  f l o w s )  of  such  an  a r e a  -- i ts  u r b a n  s y s t e m s  

-- w i l l  reflect a l o w - r a t e  i n  i n t r a -communi ty  i n t e r a c t i o n s  ( i n  

e x c h a n g e s  of goods  and i n f o r m a t i o n ) .  The d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  

e x c h a n g e s  w i l l  u s u a l l y  f o l l o w  from t h e  l o c a l  c a n m u n i t y  t o  t h e  

r e g i o n a l  c e n t e r ,  o r  t o  t h e  m e t r o p o l i s .  Thus ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  B o i s v e r t :  

F r m  t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  o f  s p a t i a l  dynamics ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  a  r e s o u r c e  r e g i o n  w i l l  b e  t h e  
s t r o n g  d e g r e e  of i n d e p e n d e n c e  of t h e  u r b a n  componen t s ,  
i n  o t h e r  words ,  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n t e r a c t i o n .  The re f  o r e ,  
t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  ne twork  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by m u l t i -  
p l e  e x i t  p o i n t s .  I n d e e d ,  g i v e n  t h e  l i t t l e  l o c a l  t r a n s -  
f o r m a t i o n  of raw m a t e r i a l s ,  sh ipmen t  t o  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  
w i l l  be  much more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  i n t r a - r e g i o n a l  f l o w s .  
( 1  978 :30) 

( 2 )  T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  u r b a n i z a t i o n :  The u r b a n  s y s t e m  o f  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  r e g i o n s  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a number o f  " i n t e r -  

m e d i a t e - s i z e d "  urban  c e n t e r s .  There  is  i n c r e a s e d  o p p o r t u n i t y  

f o r  employment b e c a u s e  of  more d i v e r s i f i e d  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

and b e c a u s e  of t h e  growth  of s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r i e s .  However, i t  is 

i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  are u s u a l l y  



added t o  primary a c t i v i t i e s ,  i .e. ,  t o  r e s o u r c e  e x t r a c t i o n ,  i n  

a r e a s  where t h e r e  is  a l r e a d y .  s a n e  l e v e l  of u r b a n i z a t i o n  o r  a 

number of s m a l l  urban c e n t e r s  . I n  o t h e r  words, t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

a c t i v i t i e s  do n o t  make c i t ies ,  b u t  c i t i e s  grow where t r a n s f o r m a -  

t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  added t o  t h e  economic development of a r e g i o n .  

The s p a t i a l  dynamics of t h i s  r e g i o n ,  accord ing  t o  B o i s v e r t  , w i l l  

show g r e a t e r  i n t r a - r e g i o n a l  exchanges ,  however "because  of t h e  

impor tance  of v e r t i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o n t r o l  of p r o d u c t i o n  

and t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of l o c a t i n g  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  of l a r g e  c o r p o r a -  

t i o n s  c l o s e  t o  f i n a n c i a l  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  and c o n s u l t i n g  f i r m s ,  

d e c i s i o n s  w i l l  s t i l l  be  made p r i m a r i l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  r e g i o n . "  (1978: 

32-3). 

( 3 )  F a b r i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  and u r b a n i z a t i o n  : According t o  B o i s v e r t  , 

f a b r i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  added t o  primary and t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l  

a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  f a b r i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  are added t o  

t h o s e  u rban  sys tems  t h a t  a l r e a d y  have t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

The u rban  c e n t e r s  of f a b r i c a t i o n  r e g i o n s  are more d i v e r s e  t h a n  

t h o s e  obse rved  i n  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  r e g i o n s .  The a d d i t i o n  of f a b -  

r i c a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  t h e  economic b a s e  of r e g i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

B o i s v e r t ,  h a s  two major consequences  f o r  t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e  of 

t h e  r e g i o n  : " . . .a s h a r p  rise i n  t h e  r a t e  of u r b a n i z a t i o n  and  a  

v e r y  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  size of t h e  urban m e t r o p o l i s ~ l  (1978: 

33-4).  The s p a t i a l  dynamics of f a b r i c a t i o n  r e g i o n s  w i l l  r e f l e c t  

bo th  i n t r a -  and i n t e r - r e g i o n a l  exchanges .  It w i l l  a l s o  reflect an 

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  f requency of t h e  exchanges  of goods and i n f o r m a t i o n  

i n  t h e s e  r e g i o n s .  The d i r e c t i o n  of i n t e r a c t i o n  f l o w s  i n  t h e  urban 

sys tems  of f a b r i c a t i o n  r e g i o n s  w i l l  show a  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n  f r a n  



t h o s e  i n  r esource  or t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  r e g i o n s .  The d i r e c t i o n  of  

exchanges i n  f a b r i c a t i o n  r e g i o n s  w i l l  resemble  t h e  p a t t e r n s  of 

" l a t e r a l "  movements i d e n t i f i e d  by  L Schnore (1965a:108) i n  t h e  

m e t r o p o l i t a n  system, r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  h i e r a r c h i c a l  p a t t e r n  of i n -  

and-out movements from t h e  urban c e n t e r  t o  t h e  p e r i p h e r y ,  a move- 

ment a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e  of heavy i n d u s t r y .  

According t o  Boisver t ,  t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e  of a  f a b r i c a t i o n  r e g i o n  

is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by m u l t i p l e  c e n t e r s .  

B o i s v e r t  I s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  of s p a t i a l  dynamics 

c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  d i f f e r e n t  urban sys tems  have been f u r t h e r  ev idenced  by an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and t h e  volume of t e l e p h o n e  c a l l  p a t t e r n s  

between a  number of s e c t o r s  of economic, i n d u s t r i a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  and 

s o c i a l  v a r i a b l e s  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  of f o u r t e e n  communities i n  B r i t i s h  

1 
Columbia ( S a l t e r ,  1979)  . S a l t e r  e t  a 1  have i n v e s t i g a t e d  how t e l e p h o n e  

c a l l i n g  p a t t e r n s  r e f l e c t  s o c i a l  and economic c o n d i t i o n s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

r e g i o n s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  s e r v e d  

n o t  o n l y  a s  an i n d e x  of t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  b u t  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  v a r i a b l e  of 

economic growth and l e v e l s  of u r b a n i z a t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  words,  t h e  s t u d y  a l s o  

i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  impac t  of communication t echno logy  on t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e  

and on p a t t e r n s  of u r b a n i z a t i o n .  

A cmmon assumption i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on u r b a n i z a t i o n  and on t h e  

s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  and economic a c t i v i t y  h o l d s  t h a t  develop- 

ments  i n  communication technology have f r e e d  t h e  l o c a t i o n  of c i t ies  fran 

t h e i r  dependence on t h e  sites of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y .  T h i s  is e x p r e s s e d  by 

Barnaud: "Communication networks become t h e  a g e n t s  f o r  new i n d u s t r i a l  

p a t t e r n s .  Each new p l a n t  is  l o c a t e d  i n  a network of d i s t r i b u t i o n  t h a t  is 

governed n o t  by t h e  buyers  b u t  by t h e  commercial  p o l i c y  of t h e  company" 
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( a s  quoted i n  S a l t e r ,  1979, Vo1.2:48). Yet, a s  t h e  s tudy p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h i s  

t h e o r e t i c a l  freedom f r a n  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  a loca-  

t i o n  does n o t  guarantee t h e  development of urban forms along t h e  p o i n t s  of 

t h e  "communication network"; nor does it guaran tee  t h a t  new urban forms w i l l  

emerge where t h e r e  was no urbaniza t ion  prev ious ly .  The s tudy found, a s  

d i d  S o i s v e r t ,  t h a t  u rbaniza t ion  fo l l ows  i n  a r e a s  where t h e r e  i s  a l r eady  some 

l e v e l  of u rban iza t ion .  

Moreover, i n  s p i t e  of t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  freedom f o r  l o c a t i o n  pol icy  

guaranteed by communication technology,  i n  a r e a s  of i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  

based on r e s o u r c e  e x t r a c t i o n ,  such a s  most of B r i t i s h  Columbia, i n d u s t r i a l  

a c t i v i t y  is  very  much t i e d  t o  a  geographica l  l o c a t i o n .  What determines t h e  

l e v e l  of u rban iza t ion  i n  such a  c a s e  i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  r e s o u r c e  

i n d u s t r y  t o  world market cond i t i ons .  Communication technology,  i n  t h i s  

h s t a n c e ,  t ies  r e sou rce  a c t i v i t y  a s  a per iphery t o  t h e  c e n t e r  or t h e  metro- 

p o l i s ,  where economic dec i s ions  about r e s o u r c e  production a r e  made and 

adminis te red .  Thus, t h e  s tudy found t h e  same p a t t e r n  of s p a t i a l  dynamics 

i n  t h e  r e s o u r c e  r eg ions  of B r i t i s h  Columbia a s  desc r ibed  by Bo i sve r t ' s  

a n a l y s i s  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  economic system, i n d u s t r i a l  a c t -  

i v i t y  and t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e .  

The s tudy  h a s  a l s o  addressed o t h e r  pos s ib ly  important  v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  

development of s p e c i f i e d  urban forms t h a t  Schnore and So i sve r t  have n o t  

i nc luded  i n  t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  One of t h e s e  f a c t o m  concerned t h e  

c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  content  of cmmunica t ion  t echno log ie s  such a s  t h e  

c o n t e n t  of c a b l e  and s a t e l l i t e  s e r v i c e s  t o  Northern B r i t i s h  Columbia. 

Northern B r i t i s h  Columbia, t h e n ,  is a  r e s o u r c e  r e g i o n ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by 

remote and geographica l ly  i s o l a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t s ,  and by low r a t e s  of urban- 

i z a t i o n .  Yet, because. r e sou rce  e x t r a c t i o n  forms a  major p a r t  of t h e  
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economic s y s t e m  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  t h e s e  s e t t l e m e n t s  h a v e  been  "hooked- 

up" t o  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  sys t em w i t h o u t  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e s  

of  u r b a n i z a t i o n  d e s c r i b e d  .by B o i s v e r t  . The r e s u l t  of t h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  sys t em v i a  c m m u n i c a t i o n  t e c h n o l o g y  h a s  had  mixed conse -  

q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  l i f e  of  t h e s e  communi t i e s .  

A s  S a l t e r  et  a 1  (1979) o b s e r v e d ,  t h e  new communica t ion  t e c h n o l o g i e s  

i n  Nor th  B r i t i s h  Columbia have had a p ro found  i m p a c t  on t h e  d i v e r s e  c u l t u r a l  

f o r m s  of  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n s .  The c o n t e n t ,  o r  programming,of  t h e s e  new 

communica t ion  t e c h n o l o g i e s  h a s  o f t e n  been  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a means t o  hcmogenize 

consumer demands o v e r  g r e a t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  d i s t a n c e s ,  and a c r o s s  t h e  r a n g e  of 

demands and e x p e c t a t i o n s  set by t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  c u l t u r a l  f o r m s .  For 

example ,  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  programs v i a  c a b l e  and 

s a t e l l i t e s  t o  r e m o t e  and i s o l a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t s  h a s  been  s e e n  a s  a method of 

e x t e n d i n g  m a r k e t s  and f o s t e r i n g  new f o r m s  of "consumerism .I '  "Consumerism", 

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  v i e w ,  t e n d s  t o  homogenize t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of  t h e  s o c i a l  and  

c u l t u r a l  f o r m s  of e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  and  e c o n o m i c a l l y  

s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  l o c a l  s e t t l e m e n t s .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  w h i l e  t h i s  "consumerism" 

r g p r e s e n t s  o n e  a s p e c t  i n  t h e  a t t e m p t  t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  l o c a l  economic  

s t r u c t u r e  i n t o  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  economic  s y s t e m ,  it  d i s o r g a n i z e s  b o t h  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  economic  sys t em of t h e  community and  i ts  s o c i a l  and  c u l t u r a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  "consumerism" s p r e a d  by t h e  c o n t e n t s  of  t h e  new 

communica t ion  t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  v i e w ,  i n t r o d u c e s  new 

e x p e c t a t i o n s  and  v a l u e s  t h a t  are n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  t h e  f o r m s  of 

t h e  l o c a l  economic  sys tem and i ts s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  These  new e x p e c t -  

a t i o n s  and v a l u e s ,  i n  t u r n ,  have  a d i s o r g a n i z i n g  e f f e c t  on t h e  loca l  sys t em.  

If t h e  urban sys t em c a n  b e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  d i f f u s i o n  of  a  number 
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of  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  fo rms ;  i f  t h e r e  is s u c h  a t h i n g  a s  "urbanism 

a s  a  way of l i f e , "  t h e n  uconsumerism" as an  u r b a n  v a l u e  - - -beamed a t  t h e s e  

d i v e r s e  s e t t l e m e n t s  t h a t  cannot  meet t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f o s t e r e d  by t h i s  con- 

sumerism b e c a u s e  of a  l a c k  of urban  f a c i l i t i e s  and  s e r v i c e s  -- w i l l  d e f i n i t e -  

l y  a c t  a s  a  f u n c t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e  of  u r b a n i z a t i o n .  T h i s  "consumerismt1 i s  a  

v a r i a b l e  of u r b a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  s e n s e  i n  which i t  migh t  b r e a k  down t h e  

o b s t a c l e s  t o  u r b a n  expans ion  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a c e r t a i n  form of economic  

organization;~:.According t o  S a l t e r  e t  a 1  (19791,  t h e  c o n t e n t  of  t h e  new 

communicat ion t e c h n o l o g i e s  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  u r b a n i z a t i o n  of  r e g i o n s  p r e -  

v i o u s l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  limits of t h e  u rban  and  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  sys t em:  

Inasmuch a s  urbanism i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s p r e a d  of  
c u l t u r a l  forms and t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of goods  w i t h o u t  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  demands of  r e g i o n a l  o r  s p e c i a l i z e d  
m a r k e t s  ( i n c l u d i n g  programming),  it now h a s  encan-  
p a s s e d  much of what c o u l d  b e  c a l l e d  " remote"  o r  r u r a l  
r e g i o n s .  It is p o s s i b l e  t o  t a l k  of t h e  " u r b a n i z a t i o n  
o f  t h e  n o r t h , "  t h e  l a y e r i n g  o f  a mass b a s e d  c u l t u r e  
ove r  t h e  l o c a l ,  non-urban c u l t u r e s  t h a t  e x i s t  t h e r e .  
The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of t e l e v i s i o n  i n  t h e  n o r t h  h a s  had  
prof o u n d , u n s e t t l i n g  e f f e c t s .  ( S a l t e r ,  1 9 7 9 ,  Vo1.2:42) 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  economic  and i n d u s -  

t r i a l  f u n c t i o n s  and  a c t i v i t i e s  c a n n o t  e x c l u d e  t h e  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  

d i m e n s i o n s  of t h i s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i f  it is t o  g i v e  a f u l l  a c c o u n t  o f  urban-  

i z a t i o n  and t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  d o e s  n o t  

imp ly  a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  on u r b a n i z a t i o n  and  s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  o u t l i n e d  by L. Wir th :  it d o e s  i m p l y ,  however ,  a s e r i o u s  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  r o l e  of c u l t u r e  i n  u r b a n i z a t i o n  and i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  u r b a n  sys tem.  A s  l o n g  as  c u l t u r e  is  r e g a r d e d  as a 

m a t e r i a l  e l e m e n t ,  i .e., as a  s o c i a l  and  economic  f u n c t i o n ,  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  

t h a t  s h a p e  and  o r g a n i z e  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i v i s i o n  of  l a b o u r ,  it is, i n  f a c t ,  

a  v a r i a b l e  o f  u r b a n  growth .  



CONCLUSION 

In  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c i s t  t h r u s t  of c u l t u r a l i s t  exp lana t ions  of 

s o c i a l  change and urbaniza t ion ,  a number of e c o l o g i s t s  such a s  McKenzie, 

Burgess, Hawley, Quinn and Schnore, t o  name but a  few, developed a  more 

m a t e r i a l  a n a l y s i s  of urban phenomena and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion .  

The mater ia l i sm of t h e i r  analyses  s p r i n g s  from t h e i r  i n s i s t e n c e  on t h e  

canp lex i ty  and t h e  dynamics of t h e  v a r i o u s  forms of i n t e r a c t i o n s  between 

humans and t h e i r  environments. S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  pe r spec t ive  

i n  human ecology regarded t h e  c i t y  a s  a  product of c e r t a i n  e c o l o g i c a l  

processes  of adap ta t i on ,  a s  well a s  a  f u n c t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e  i n  s o c i a l  organ- 

i z a t i o n  i n  gene ra l .  

Put b r i e f l y ,  according t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t s  of human ecology,  t h e  urban 

system should be viewed and s tud ied  a s  a  form of n a t u r a l ,  s o c i a l ,  economic 

and c u l t u r a l  o rgan iza t ion .  

I n  s tudying  urban s t r u c t u r e s  and urban processes ,  i nc lud ing  "urbanism 

a s  a  way of l i f e , "  according t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t s  of human ecology ,  we a r e  

a t tempt ing  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  func t iona l  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

e f f e c t s  of e c o l o g i c a l  o rganiza t ion  and urban growth. For example, i n  study- 

i n g  t h e  urban system a s  an eco log ica l  complex, we a r e  engaged i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  

i f  i ts  f u n c t i o n a l  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  and t h e i r  o rgan iza t ion .  The c o n s t i t u e n t  

p rocesses  of t h i s  e c o l o g i c a l  complex, i n  t u r n ,  have been def ined  by eco- 

l o g i s t s  i n  g e n e r a l  a s  expansion, success ion ,  aggrega t ion ,  concen t r a t i on ,  

c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n ,  etc . 
R.D. McKenzie (1968) has  suggested t h a t  one of t h e  c r u c i a l  determining 

v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of urban systems is technology.  According t o  

McKenzie, changes i n  communication t echno log ie s  and improvements i n  trsns- 

po r t a t i on  have a l t e r e d  r a d i c a l l y  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u -  



t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  Moreover, t h e s e  changes have a l s o  a l t e r e d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  

of urban systems i r r e v e r s i b l y .  For McKenzie, t h e s e  changes i n  technology 

have r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  emergence of a  new t y p e  of urban system: " the  metro- 

p o l i t a n  community" (1968 :3O5). Moreover, accord ing  t o  McKenzie, t h i s  new 

t y p e  of o rgan iza t ion  i n  t h e  urban system r e p r e s e n t s  a  "new f u n c t i o n a l  e n t i t y "  

i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between humans and t h e i r  v a r i o u s  

environments (1968:305). To put it another  way, t h e  urban system i s  not  

merely a  product of t e chno log ica l  changes,  but i s  i t s e l f  a  f u n c t i o n a l  

v a r i a b l e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  e f f e c t e d  by t h e s e  changes i n  technology.  

McKenziels view of ' 'the met ropol i tan  community" a s  a  new type  of urban 

system and h i s  assessment of i ts f u n c t i o n s  i n  e c o l o g i c a l  and s o c i a l  organ- 

i z a t i o n  were shared  by most human e c o l o g i s t s  who subscr ibed  t o  what ha s  been 

r e f e r r e d  t o  h e r e  a s  t h e  " m a t e r i a l i s t  pe r spec t ive"  on s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion .  

In  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  pe r spec t ive  i n  human ecology,  t h e  emergence of t h e  

"metropol i tan community" a s  a  s o c i a l  form has been seen t o  be f u n c t i o n a l l y  

r e l a t e d  t o  changes inwha t  Emile Durkheim has  de f ined  a s  t h e  "dynamic 

dens i ty"  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  Following Durkheim, t h e  s o c i a l  forms of t h e  

me t ropo l i s  are seen by human e c o l o g i s t s  a s  t h e  s o c i a l  e f f e c t s  produced by 

changes i n  t h e  d e n s i t y  of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  and i n  t h e i r  o rgan iza t ion .  

More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  pe r spec t ive  informed by Durkheim's 

s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  c i t y  i s  seen  bo th  a s  a  

r e s u l t  of s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s  brought on by "dynamic dens i ty"  and a s  a  

"new f u n c t i o n a l  e n t i t y " ,  o r  a s  a  " soc i a l  f a c t "  i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of 

s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s ,  o r  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l abour .  
1 

HoweSer., t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  pe r spec t ive  on u rban iza t ion  and 'urban growth 

extended t h e  range  of its i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  scope of i ts exp lana t ion  of 

s o c i a l  phenomena beyond t h e  l i m i t s  set by Durkheim's i n s i s t e n c e  on a strict- 
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l y   sociological^ explanat ion of s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  For human e c o l o g i s t s ,  

c i t ies  a r e  no t  merely s o c i a l  systems; t hey  a r e  a l s o  s p e c i f i c  t y p e s  of terr i -  

t o r i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of human l i f e .  A s  such,  they  r e p r e s e n t  d i s t i n c t  r e l a t i o n s  

i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  For s o c i a l  e c o l o g i s t s ,  t h e  

organiza t ion  of s o c i a l  l i f e  always has  a  s p a t i a l  r e f e r e n t .  Th i s  was summed 

up r a t h e r  s u c c i n c t l y  by R ,  D, McKenzie who observed t h a t  "...human i n s t i t u -  

t i o n s  and human n a t u r e  i t s e l f  become accomnodated t o  c e r t a i n  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p s  of human be ings .  As these  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  change, t h e  phys i ca l  

base of s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i s  a l t e r e d ,  thereby producing s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

problems." (1968 :4) 

Thus, t o  put it simply, d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n s  of t h e  s o c i a l  

use of space  i n  human ecology r e f l e c t s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  

of s o c i a l  l i f e .  A change i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y ,  

according t o  s o c i a l  e c o l o g i s t s ,  i s  u s u a l l y  fol lowed by a  change i n  t h e  

organiza t ion  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  A c o r o l l a r y  assumption holds  t h a t  t h e  s p a t i a l  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of a c t i v i t i e s  i n  a  t e r r i t o r i a l  u n i t  u sua l ly  has  a  "disorgan- 

i za ing"  e f f e c t  on previously e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  same u n i t .  

By c o n s i d e r i n g  s p a t i a l  arrangements a s  f u n c t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e s  i n  s o c i a l  

o rgan iza t ion  and "d i so rgan iza t ion , "  human e c o l o g i s t s  have gone beyond Duck- 

heim' s s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  t r a n s f  orrnation of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

Moreover, f o r  a  number of s o c i a l  e c o l o g i s t s  such a s  Park,  h r g e s s  and 

McKenzie, t h e  exp lana t ion  of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  t e r r i t o r i a l  and s o c i a l  organ- 

i z a t i o n  rests on t h e  assumption t h a t  a l l  o rganic  l i f e  and a l l  t h e  forms of 

organiza t ion  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between organisms and t h e i r  environments  

rest on sane  form of compet i t ion ,  o r  on t h e  " s t rugg le  f o r  ex i s t ence . "  

S p a t i a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  t h i s  view then  appears  a s  an e f f e c t  o r  a s  a  form 

of adap ta t i on  t o  competi t ion i n  one or a  number of t h e  l e v e l s  of o rgan iza t ion  



t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of humans with each o ther  and wi th  t h e i r  

environments.  Thus f o r  t h e  human e c o l o g i s t  who accep t s  t h e  no t ion  of 

compet i t ion a s  axiomatic  of a l l  organic  l i f e  forms, t h e  s tudy of t h e  s p a t i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  is ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  

a n a l y s i s  of t h e  processes  and e f f e c t s  of c m p e t i t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion :  

A g r e a t  d e a l  has  been w r i t t e n  about t h e  b i o l o g i c a l ,  
econanic ,  and s o c i a l  a s p e c t s  of c m p e t i t i o n  and 
s e l e c t i o n ,  but l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  has  been given t o  
t h e  d i s t r i b u t i v e  and s p a t i a l  a s p e c t s  of t h e s e  pro- 
cesses. The p lan t  e c o l o g i s t  i s  aware of t h e  e f f e c t  
of t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  space ,  food,  and l i g h t  upon t h e  
n a t u r e  of a  p lan t  formation,  but t h e  s o c i o l o g i s t  
h a s  f a i l e d  t o  recognize t h e  same processes  of can- 
p e t i t i o n  and accmmodation a r e  a t  work determining 
t h e  s i z e  and eco log ica l  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  human 
canmunity . (McKenzie, 1968 :4) 

Given t h a t  t h e  eco log ica l  pe r spec t ive  on s o c i a l  l i f e  i s  based on an 

assumption t h a t  c a n p e t i t i o n  i s  t h e  e lan  v i t e  of a l l  o rganic  systems -- of 

which t h e  s o c i a l  system i s  only one -- and given t h a t  it a l s o  assumes t h a t  

compet i t ion i s  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  determinant  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  of a l l  o rgan ic  

systems, it f o l l o w s  t h a t  i n  t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of urban systems 

a s  e c o l o g i c a l  complexes, human e c o l o g i s t s  w i l l  sea rch  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t s  of 

c a n p e t i t i o n  and t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  consequences i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of s o c i a l  l i f e .  

The e a r l y  e x p l o r a t i o n s  i n  human ecology have expla ined  t h e  d i f f e r -  

e n t i a t i o n  of t h e  phys ica l .  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  c i t y  t oge the r  wi th  what were 

seen a s  c o r r e l a t i v e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n t o  " s o c i a l  a r ea s1 '  

i n  t e r m  of t h e  mechanisms of c a n p e t i t i o n  and adap ta t i on .  For a  number of 

e c o l o g i s t s ,  such a s  Burgess and Quinn,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  most apparen t  

e f f e c t s  of t h e  mechanisms of compet i t ion  i n  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  were 

manifest  and dominant i n  t h e  economic l e v e l  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  Moreover, f o r  

such e c o l o g i s t s  a s  Burgess, i f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  econcmic competi t ion assumed t h e  
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r o l e  of  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e  of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  urban  sys tem.  

I n  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  human e c o l o g y ,  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i f f e r -  

e n t i a t i o n s  of  t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  and t h e i r  c o n c o m i t a n t  e f f e c t s  on t h e  d i f f e r -  

e n t i a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  the c i t y  were e x p l a i n e d ,  o r i g i n a l l y ,  i n  t e r m s , d f  

t h e  mechanism of t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  economic  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  s p a c e .  k r g e s s ,  

McKenzie, Hawley and  Quinn d i d  n o t  a l w a y s  a g r e e  on t h e  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n s  

of  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  a l l  c o n s i d e r e d  

economic c a n p e t i t i o n  as a  p r imary  v a r i a b l e  o f  l a n d - u s e  p a t t e r n s  i n  t h e  c i t y  

and  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  u r b a n  sys t em.  

Moreover ,  B u r g e s s  ( 1 9 2 4 ; 1 9 2 9 )  h a s  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  and e f f e c t s  

of c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  urban  s y s t e m  c a n  b e  

measured  e f f e c t i v e l y  by t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x p a n s i o n  of  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  c i t y ,  a n d  by t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  of  t h e  r a t e  of  s u c c e s s i o n  

of " s o c i a l  areas" w i t h i n  t h i s  p h y s i c a l  e x p a n s i o n ,  o r  by t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  

" s o c i a l  e x p a n s i o n , "  i .e., social m o b i l i t y .  

I n  f a c t ,  B u r g e s s  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  l a n d - u s e  p a t t e r n s  

i n  t h e  c i t y ,  i .e., t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  i n d u s t r i a l ,  commercial, 

r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  o t h e r  p a t t e r n s  o f  u s e ,  s h o u l d  a c h i e v e  two g o a l s  i d e a l l y .  

On t h e  one  h a n d ,  it s h o u l d  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  of  o rgan -  

i z a t i o n  and a d a p t a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s p h e r e  and  i n  its p h y s i c a l  o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of l a n d - u s e  p a t t e r n s ,  l a n d  

v a l u e s  and s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y  i n  t h e  c i t y  s h o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  development  

of a t h e o r y  of t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  

s p a c e ,  i .e., p h y s i c a l  s t r u c t h e s ,  and  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i .e., 

o f  t h e  social s t r u c t u r e .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  B u r g e s s  hoped t o  d e v e l o p  a  t h e o r y  

t h a t  c o u l d  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  f m c t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  
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t h e  phys ica l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  and t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i a l  

o rganiza t ion .  

The f a c t  t h a t  . t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  pe r spec t ive  r e c a l l s  Dur kheim s " s o c i a l  

morphology" -- h i s  s tudy of t h e  formation of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  -- i s  not  

a c c i d e n t a l ,  but i s  consc ious ly  recognized  f o r  i ts  i n f l u e n c e  and s i m i l a r i t y  

by those  who advocate t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  h e u r i s t i c  of human ecology.  When 

Robert Park proposed t o  develop an e c o l o g i c a l  approach t o  t h e  s tudy  of 

human communities, he himself ha s  s t r e s s e d  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  s i m i l a r i t y  between 

t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  approach t o  s o c i a l  l i f e  and Durkheim's " soc i a l  morphology." 

For Park,  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  ob j ec t  of human ecology " c o n s t i t u t e s  what Durkheim 

and h i s  school  c a l l  t h e  morphological a s p e c t  of s o c i e t y "  (1952:166). 

Durkheim and Human Ecology 

Durkheim i d e n t i f i e s  two d i s t i n c t  forms of o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r -  

i z e  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  genera l :  ( 1 )  "mechanical", and (2 )  "organic" s o l i d a r i t y .  
2 

Mechanical s o l i d a r i t y  is  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of s o c i e t i e s  i n  which t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  

o r  no  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Moreover, i n  t h e s e  s o c i e t i e s  

t h e  d i v i s i o n  of labour  does not  appear t o  c o n s i s t  of s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s ;  

most members of t h e  s o c i e t y  engage i n  t h e  same product ive a c t i v i t i e s .  

S o c i a l  order  i n  t h e s e  s o c i e t i e s  i s  based on t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  and l i k e n e s s  of 

i n d i v i d u a l s .  The organiza t ion  of "mechanical" s o l i d a r i t y ,  t hen ,  rests on 

s i m i l a r i t y  and i s  based on l i t t l e ,  o r  no ,  d i f f e c e n t i a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e .  

Human e c o l o g i s t s  such a s  Park ( l 9 5 2 ) ,  Wirth (1964),  McKenzie (1968),  

and Hawley (1950) have descr ibed  Durkheim's "mechanical s o l i d a r i t y "  i n  

terms of t h e  concept  of lkommensalisrn" -- a  concept  borrowed f r a n  t h e  

d e s c r i p t i v e  language of p lan t .  and animal eco logy .  "Commensalism " i n  human 



e c o l o g y  refers t o  a  form of o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  is b a s e d  on r e l a t i o n s  of 

s i m i l a r i t y .  Thus ,  w h i l e  Durkheim was o n l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  r e l a t i o n s  i n  s o i c a l  l i f e ,  t h e  "mechan ica l t t  s o c i a l  s o l i d -  

a r i t y  of  human e c o l o g i s t s , .  o r  l 'commensalisrntl a p p e a r s  a s  a g e n e r i c  term 

d e s c r i b i n g  a l l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  s y s t e m s  o r  complexes  of  d i f f e r e n t  

t y p e s  and  l e v e l s  of o r g a n i z a t i o n .  One of  t h e  c l a s s i c  f o r m u l a t i o n s  of t h e  

c o n c e p t  of "cmmensal i sm" i n  human e c o l o g y  h a s  been  g i v e n  by A. Hawley : 

Organisms r e l a t e  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  one  a n o t h e r  on t h e  
b a s i s  of t h e i r  l i k e n e s s  a s  well a s  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s .  
Hence a  second and  e q u a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  r e l a t i o n  i n  t h e  
web of l i f e  i s  t h a t  which arises between similar 
c r e a t u r e s  -- members of  a  g i v e n  s p e c i e s  o r  r a t h e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  make similar demands on t h e  env i ronmen t .  
T h i s  i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of c m m e n s a l i s m  which ,  l i t e r a l l y  
i n t e r p r e t e d ,  means e a t i n g  f r a n  t h e  same t a b l e .  (1950:  
3 9 ) .  

"Organic" s o l i d a r i t y ,  a s  a  form o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  Durkheim , rests on t h e  c ~ m p l e x  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  h i g h l y  d i f f e r -  

e n t i a t e d  s t r u c t u r e s  and f u n c t i o n s  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  "Organic"  s o c i e t i e s  are 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by h i g h l y  s p e c i a l i z e d  f u n c t i o n s  . i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r .  

T h i s  t y p e  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and  i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  

w i t h i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of  l a b o u r ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Durkheim, r e q u i r e s  a  c a n p l e x  

form o f  c o o r d i n a t i o n  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  o r d e r  of  c o l l e c t i v e  1 l i f e .  The organ-  

i z a t i o n  of t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  l i f e  of a s o c i e t y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  * h i g h l y  

d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  is, t h e r e f o r e ,  b a s e d  on t h e  c o o r d i n a t i o n  o r  t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  r e l a t i o n s  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s .  

For human. e c o l o g i s t s ,  Durkheim 's c o n c e p t  o f  " o r g a n i c t '  s o l i d a r i t y  

t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  of s y m b i o s i s ,  o r  t o  q u o t e  Hawley's  d e f i n i t i o n  : 

Upon a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  web o f  l i f e ,  we f i n d  t h a t  one of 
i ts  most  c o n s p i c u o u s  and i m p o r t a n t  c m p o n e n t s  i s  t h e  
s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The term s y m b i o s i s  d e n o t e s  
a m u t u a l  dependence  be tween u n l i k e  o r g a n i s m s .  Because 
t h e y  make d i s s i m i l a r  demands on t h e  e n v i r  onment , members 
of  d i f f e r e n t  s p e c i e s  may s u p p l e m e n t  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  one 



a n o t h e r .  The f  ood-enemy r e l a t i o n s h i p  is  o f  t h i s  o r d e r .  
The eater and t h e  e a t e n  a r e  e n g a g e d  i n  a  v i t a l  c o o p e r a -  
t i o n ,  e a c h  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  a n d  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  c i r c u l a -  
t i o n  o f  l i f e - g i v i n g  m a t t e r .  (Hawley , 1950:36-7)  

Once t h e  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  of  o r g a n i z a t i o n  have  b e e n  . i d e n t i f i e d ,  Durkheim, 

i n  h i s  " s o c i a l  morphology,"  h a s  t u r n e d  t o  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  dynamics  

of  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  f r m  "mechanica l"  o r  " o r g a n i c "  s o l i d a r i t y  o r ,  i n  o t h e r  

words,  t o  t h e  dynamics  of  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .  Durkheim I s  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  

dynamics o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  is, of  c o u r s e ,  s h a r e d  by 

human e c o l o g i s t s  who c o n s i d e r  t h e  dynamics  o f  e c o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  as t h e  

v a r i a b l e s  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d ,  t h e r e f  o r e ,  o f  s o c i a l  change .  

However, a s  Schnore  h a s  i n d i c a t e d  ( l 9 6 5 a  : 6 ) ,  Durkhe im ' s  c o n c e r n  was 

p r i m a r i l y  s o c i o l o g i c a l  ; h e  s o u g h t  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of 

t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  r e a l m  of " s o c i a l  f a c t s , "  o r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

v a r i a b l e s .  Thus ,  g i v e n  h i s  c lassic  d i c t u m  which asserts t h a t  " t h e  d e t e r -  

min ing  c a u s e  o f  a  s o c i a l  f a c t  s h o u l d  be  s o u g h t  among t h e  s o c i a l  f a c t s  

p r e c e d i n g  it.. ." (1966 :110) ,  it i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  Durkheim t u r n e d  t o  

t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  s a n e  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  soc ia l  l i f e  of t h e  % o l l e c t i v e "  

i n  o r d e r  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  i ts  o r d e r .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S c h n o r e  (1965a:6-9) ,  i t  i s  

i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  Durkheim's  "dynamic d e n s i t y "  came t o  f u n c t i o n  

a s  a " s o c i a l  f a c t , "  and a s  an a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  o f  

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  s o c i a l  l i f e .  

Durkhe im ' s  "dynamic d e n s i t y "  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  d e n s i t y  of s o c i a l  i n t e r -  

a c t i o n s ,  i ,e,, s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s ,  and  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  t h e  numbers of  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n  o r  t h e i r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  a  g e o g r a p h i c a l  area. Accord ing  t o  

Durkheim, w h i l e  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of  p e o p l e  i n  a n  area -- p h y s i c a l  d e n s i t y  

-- c e r t a i n l y  acts  as a  p o t e n t i a l  v a r i a b l e  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  t h e  a c t u a l  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  v a r i a b l e  of  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i s  t h e  dynamic d e n s i t y  of a n  area. 



I n  o the r  words, t h e  soc io log ica l  v a r i a b l e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t r ans fo rma t ions  

i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  t h e  dens i ty  of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  o r  t h e  

d e n s i t y  of s o c i a l  con tac t s .  

Yet, a s  Schnore (1965a) has  pointed ou t ,  an i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  r a t e  of 

s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  i f  we a r e  t o  remain l o y a l  t o  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  

must a l s o  be accounted f o r  by sane s o c i o l o g i c a l  exp lana t ion .  Since Durk- 

heim 's concerns were pr imari ly  s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  he  searched  f o r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

v a r i a b l e s  f o r  t h e  i nc rease  i n  t h e  r a t e  of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s .  One of 

t h e s e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  v a r i a b l e s  was t e c h n o l o g i c a l  change i n  communication and 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  Changes i n  cmmunica t ions  t echno log ie s  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  

l e s sen  or  i n c r e a s e  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e s  i n  t h e  same geographica l  a r ea .  The 

changes i n  s o c i a l  d i s t ance ,  i n  t u r n ,  b r ing  about changes i n  t h e  dens i ty  

of s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s .  

However, according t o  Schnore ' s  e x e g e s i s  of Durkheim's s o c i a l  morpho- 

logy (Schn o r e ,  l965a ), i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  of "dynamic dens i ty"  d id  

not  amount t o  an explanat ion of t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  with- 

i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l abour ,  a  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  t h a t  is  a  c r u c i a l  cha rac t e r -  

i s t ic  of "organic"  s o c i e t i e s .  Thus, according t o  Schnore : ". . .why should 

a  s imple  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  r a t e  of i n t e r a c t i o n  produce g r e a t e r  d i v i s i o n  of 

l abour?  I f  s o c i a l  u n i t s  (whether i n d i v i d u a l s  or c o l l e c t i v e s )  a r e  brought 

i n t o  more f r e q u e n t  c o n t a c t ,  why should t hey  be ob l iged  t o  s p e c i a l i z e  and 

d i v i d e  t h e i r  labour?" (1965a :8 ) 

According t o  Schnore, t o  exp la in  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of 

l abour  a s  an apparent  r e s u l t  of t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  "dynamic dens i ty , "  Durkheim 

has  invoked t h e  concept of compet i t ion .  For Durkheim, i n  Schnore ' s  view, 

t h e  d i v i s i o n  of labour  and its t r ans fo rma t ions  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

s o l u t i o n  t o  an e c o l o g i c a l  problem; t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l abour  and i ts form of 



organ iza t ion  represen ted  "a mode of r e s o l v i n g  competi t iont1 f o r  s c a r c e  

r e sou rces  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e :  

i)urkheimts argument was based on Darwin's observa t ion  
t h a t ,  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  of s c a r c i t y ,  i nc reased  con tac t  
between l i k e  u n i t s  sha r ing  a  common t e r r i t o r y  l e a d s  
t o  increased  competit ion. Being a l i k e ,  t hey  make 
s i m i l a r  demands on t h e  environment.  I n s p i r e d  by t h e  
Malthusian account of populat ion p re s su re  on l i m i t e d  
r e sou rces ,  Darwin had l e d  t o  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  " s t rugg le  
f o r  ex i s t ence"  a s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  cond i t i on  underlying 
t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of s p e c i e s .  I n  t h e  human rea lm,  
Durkheim reasoned i n  t u r n ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  or agg rega t e s  
o f f e r i n g  t h e  same a r r ay  of goods or s e r v i c e s  a r e  
p o t e n t i a l ,  i f  not a c t i v e  compet i to rs .  ( l965a :8-9) 

Competition a s  an adapt ive  r e l a t i o n  occupies  a  c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  

v a r i o u s  pe r spec t ives  on s o c i a l  l i f e  wi th in  t h e  school  of human ecology.  I n  

f a c t ,  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  pos i t ion  of "competit ion" i s  more c e n t r a l  t o  explana- 

t i o n s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  human ecology than  i t  is  t o  Durkheimls concept  of 

t h e  dynamics of "soc ia l  morphology." I n  Durkheim's soc io logy ,  compet i t ion  

i s  viewed p r imar i l y  i n  soc io log ica l  terms; i t  i s  expla ined  by t h e  forms of 

t h e  d i v i s i o n  of labour .  Moreover, t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l abour ,  i t s  s p e c i a l i z e d  

f u n c t i o n s  and forms of express ion  appea r s  a s  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  of compet i t ion  

i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  r a t h e r  than a s  t h e  mere s o c i a l  exp re s s ion  of a  b i o l o g i c a l  

p r i n c i p l e  i n  opera t ion  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  rea lm:  

The d i v i s i o n  of l abour  is, then ,  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  
s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e ,  but  it i s  a  mellowed 
denouement. Thanks t o  it, opponents a r e  n o t  
ob l iged  t o  f i g h t  t o  a  f i n i s h ,  but  can e x i s t  bes ide  
t h e  o ther .  Also, i n  p ropor t i on  t o  i t s  development, 
i t  f u r n i s h e s  t h e  means of maintenance and s u r v i v a l  
t o  a  g r e a t e r  number of i n d i v i d u a l s  who, i n  more 
homogenous s o c i e t i e s ,  would be  condemned t o  e x t i n c t -  
ion .  (Durkheim, a s  quoted i n  Schnore , 1965a:9) 

I n  o the r  words, Durkheim's concept  of compet i t ion  s u g g e s t s  a  break between 

i t s  ope ra t i on  i n  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  realm and i t s  o p e r a t i o n ;  i t  s u g g e s t s  a  

d i f f e r e n t  t y p e  of o rganiza t ion  i n  a d a p t a t i o n .  Canpe t i t i on ,  i n  human 



eco logy ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, is u s u a l l y  viewed a s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  r e l a t i o n  of  

a d a p t a t i o n  t h a t  s p a n s  f r m  t h e  lkcxnmensalisml' c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of p l a n t  and 

an imal  communi t ies  t o  t h e  e s s e n t i a l l y  s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i m s  t h a t  o r g a n i z e  

modern human s o c i e t i e s .  I n  d i s c u s s i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  a s  a  u n i v e r s a l  p r i n c i p l e  

of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of o rgan ic  l i f e ,  A.  Hawley d e f i n e s  c o m p e t i t i o n  a s  " t h e  

name g i v e n  t o  t h e  k ind  of i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  which each i n d i v i d u a l  a f f e c t s  t h e  

b e h a v i o r  of e v e r y  o t h e r  by i t s  e f f e c t  on t h e  caninon supp ly  of s u s t e n a n c e  

m a t e r i a l s . .  ." (1950:39). Noreover, Hawley g o e s  on t o  d e s c r i b e  i t s  g e n e r a l  

p e r v a s i v e n e s s  i n  a l l  f  orms of e c o l o g i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  : 

Compet i t ion i s  almost  a s  g e n e r a l  a s  a r e  t h e  phenomena 
of r e p r o d u c t i o n  and a g g r e g a t i o n .  These pr m e s s e s ,  i n  
f a c t ,  a r e  t h e  mainspr ings  of c o m p e t i t i o n ;  t h e y  t e n d  
t o  b r i n g  about a  s i t u a t i o n  i n  which t h e  assembled , '  

organisms make demands f o r  f o o d  and l i v i n g  space  i n  
e x c e s s  of t h e  a v a i l a b l e  s u p p l y .  The e n s u i n g  i n t e r a c t i o n  
may be exceed ing ly  s u b t l e ,  a s  i n  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  of 
p l a n t s  f o r  l i g h t  and n u t r i e n t s ,  o r  f r a n k l y  o v e r t ,  a s  i n  
t h e  r i v a l r y  among ch ickens  f o r  f o o d  thrown i n t o  t h e i r  
pen. It may be i n d i r e c t  and u n c o n s c i o u s ,  a s  t h e  g r a z i n g  
o f  c a t t l e  i n  a  fenced p a s t u r e l a n d ,  o r  d i r e c t  and 
c o n s c i o u s ,  a s  between businessmen s e e k i n g  t o  ou tdo  one 
a n o t h e r  wi th  t h e i r  a d v e r t i s i n g .  (Hawley, 1950:39) 

Obvious ly ,  human ecology a s  conce ived  by Hawley and l a t e r  by Schnore  

s h a r e s  a  cmmon p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  a n a l y s i s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  w i t h  

Dur kheim 's morpho log ica l  soc io logy .  However, t h e  scope  of human eco logy  

e x t e n d s  beyond t h e  s t r i c t l y  s o c i o l o g i c a l  l i m i t s  set by Durkheim on t h e  

e x p l a n a t o r y  v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and s o c i a l  l i f e .  Human 

e c o l o g y ,  u n l i k e  Durkheim I s  s o c i o l o g y ,  e x t e n d s  i t s  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  

of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  

r a n g e  of r e l a t i o n s  of an e c o l o g i c a l  sys tem o r  lkomplex , l l  i .em,  t h e  r a n g e  

of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of i n t e r a c t i o n  between humans and t h e i r  env i ronments .  The 

a i a l  sys tem i n  human ecology a p p e a r s  a s  a  sub-sys tem and a s  a dependent  

v a r i a b l e  of t h e  dynamics of e c o l o g i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I n  a s s e s s i n g  Durkheim's 



c o n t r i b u t i c n s  t o  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  on s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  Schnore  

c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  Durkheim's  i n s i s t e n c e  on t h e  s o c i a l  o r i g i n s  of s o c i a l  f a c t s  

m i g h t  h a v e  l e d  him t o  i g n o r e  t h e  c r u c i a l  r o l e  of t h e  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  

i n  a f f e c t i n g  d y n a m i c a l l y  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l :  

A more  s e r i o u s  weakness  i n  Durkhei rn ' s  t h e o r y  i s  t h e  
i n a d e q u a t e  a t t e n t i o n  a c c o r d e d  t o  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n -  
ment .  He a p p a r e n t l y  was r e l u c t a n t  t o  g i v e  s u c h  f a c t o r s  
a s  c l i m a t e  and  t o p o g r a p h y  any m a j o r  r o l e  i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s .  
I n  p a r t ,  t h i s  p r o b a b l y  is  due  t o  t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  
of h i s  own r u l e s ,  a d h e r e n c e  t o  which  o b l i g e d  him t o  s e e k  
t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of s o c i a l  f a c t s  i n .  o t h e r  s o c i a l  f a c t s .  He 
t e n d e d  t o  d i s m i s s  t h e  p h y s i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  a  r e l e v a n t  
v a r i a b l e  a n d  t o  r e g a r d  ' s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  ' a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  
s o u r c e  of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n .  &I t  t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  h a s  i t s  own 
b l i n d  a l l e y s ;  f o r  one t h i n g ,  t h e  a n a l y s t  d o e s  n o t  g e t  ' o u t -  
s i d e  t h e  s y s t e m '  i n  s e a r c h  of r e l e v a n t  v a r i a b l e s .  ( S c h n o r ~ ,  
1 9 6 5 a  :14 )  

A s  a c o r r e c t i v e  t o  Durkhei rn ' s  r i g i d  i n s i s t e n c e  on s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  

d e t e r m i n a n t  v a r i a b l e s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  t h e  " s o c i a l  envi . ronment ,"  Schnore  

c l a i m s  t h a t  human e c o l o g y  -- e s s e n t i a l l y  b a s e d  on Durkhe im ' s  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  

t a x a n m y  -- o v e r c a n e s  t h e  " b l i n d  a l l e y s "  of  r e l e v a n t  v a r i a b l e s  imposed by 

Dur k h e i m ' s  r e s t r i c t i v e  a n a l y s i s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  S c h n o r e ,  t h e n ,  human e c o l o g y  

g e t s  " o u t s i d e  t h e  sys t em"  b e c a u s e  i t  l o c a t e s  t h e  " r e l e v a n t  v a r i a b l e s "  of 

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  dynamics  of t h e  who le  s y s t e m  of  r e l a t i o n s  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t h e  r a n g e  of i n t e r a c t i o n s  be tween  humans a n d  t h e i r  

v a r i o u s  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  human e c o l o g y  r e g a r d s  s o c i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  a s  an  i n t e g r a l  p a r t ,  o r  as t h e  d e p e n d e n t  v a r i a b l e ,  of t h e  

dynamics  of e c o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  of  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l .  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  i t  h a s  been  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  r e  p r e s e n t s  a  r e a l  b e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  t h e  o r e t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween s p a c e  a n d  s o c i e t y  ( s e e  Reissman,  1 9 6 4 ,  and  

C a s t e l l s ,  1 9 7 7 ) .  It h a s  a l s o  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  by Manuel  C a - s t e l l s ,  one of t h e  

more f o r m i d a b l e  critics of  t h e  Ch icago  s c h o o l ,  t h a t  t h e  t h e o r y  of s o c i a l  
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s p a c e  proposed  by t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t s  of  t h e  human e c o l o g y  s c h o o l  r e m a i n s  much 

t o o  g e n e r a l .  It i s  g e n e r a l  b e c a u s e  it c a n n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  s p e c i f i c -  

i t y  ( i . e . ,  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e n t )  of u r b a n  s p a c e  a n d  u r b a n  l i f e .  I n  C a s t e l l s '  

v i e w ,  human e c o l o g y  f a i l e d  t o  e x p l a i n  how (social  o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a n e s  t o  be  

d r a f t e d  u n t o  s p a c e .  

The more s a l i e n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of human e c o l o g y  t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

of u r b a n  phenanena h a v e  been  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l ,  p e r h a p s .  Human e c o l o g y  i n t r o -  

duced  a n  a n a l y s i s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  t h a t  s t r e s s e d  t h e  complex and  dynamic  n a t u r e  

of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The f u n c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  of human e c o l o g y ,  however 

i n s i s t e n t  on t h e  c c m p l e x i t y  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  f a i l e d  n e v e r t h e l e s s  t o  

uncove r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  v a r i a b l e s  of t h i s  c c m p l e x i t y .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  

e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  w h i l e  r i g h t l y  i n s i s t i n g  on a  dynamic a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  s p a c e ,  f a i l e d  t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  of t h i s  dynamic .  

P a r t  I11 i n t r o d u c e s  a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of u r b a n  

phenomena t h a t  s t r e s s e d  b o t h  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  and  s o c i o - h i s t o r i c a l  a s p e c t s  of 

t h e  dynamics  of t h e  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  T h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

is  made by Manuel  C a s t e l l s ,  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of a new mode of t h e o r i z i n g  

a b o u t  u r b a n  f o r m s .  
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I n  The Urban Ques t ion  (1977) ,  Manuel C a s t e l l s  sets h i m s e l f  t h e  fo l low-  

i n g  p r o j e c t  : ". .. the fundamental  aim of t h i s  book i s  t o  d e v e l o p  new t o o l s  

of r e s e a r c h  whi le  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c a t e g o r i e s  w i t h  which t h e  

s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s ,  technocracy and mass media have u s u a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  urban 

problems. ( p  . v i i  ). The r e s e a r c h  program proposed by C a s t e l l s  i s  t h e  i n v e s t -  

i g a t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  urban s p a c e  and form 

t h e  urban sys tem.  These s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  a r e  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  comprise  s o c i a l  l i f e  and i t s  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Urban 

s p a c e ,  t h e n ,  i s  seen a s  t h e  product  of t h e s e  s o c i a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  p r a c t i c e s .  

Thus, t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  urban system -- i t s  s o c i a l  and i t s  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  

-- one must unders tand  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  have pro- 

duced i t .  

The development of t h e s e  new r e s e a r c h  t o o l s  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 

urban s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  r e q u i r e s  a  c r i t i c a l  a s sessment  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  and a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  approaches  t o  urban t h e o r y .  A rnajor 

p o r t i o n  of C a s t e l l s '  assessment  is r e s e r v e d  f o r  a  c r i t i q u e  of what h e  s e e s  

a s  t h e  myths  of urbanism developed by American urban s o c i o l o g y .  More 

s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  h i s  c r i t i q u e  i s  aimed a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c a t e g o r i e s  of a n a l y s e s  

of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s p a c e  and s o c i e t y  proposed by t h e  v a r i o u s  

e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  t h a t  come under t h e  r u b r i c  of t h e  Chicago s c h o o l  of 

urban s o c i o l o g y .  

C a s t e l l s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  of t h e  human eco logy  

s c h o o l  on i ts  t h e o r e t i c a l  d i s t i n c t i v e n e s s  f r  an o t h e r  a n a l y s e s  of u rban  

phenomena, s u c h  a s  economics ,  geography and p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  human ecology 

c a n n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a  d i s t i n c t  and s p e c i f i c  t h e o r e t i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  of 

t h e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  urban s p a c e .  According t o  C a s t e l l s ,  

human e c o l o g y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and t h e  " e c o l o g i c a l  c a n p l e x "  p e r s p e c t i v e  i n  p a r t -  
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i c u l a r ,  l a c k  s p e c i f i c i t y  i n  t h e i r  t h e o r e t i c a l  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  dynamics of 

s o c i a l  s p a c e .  I n  o ther  words, C a s t e l l s  c l a i m s  t h a t  human ecology h a s  n o  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  t r u l y  s o c i o l o g i c a l  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  t h e  s p a t i a l  

e x p r e s s i o n s  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Moreover, a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  premises  of t h e  v a r i o u s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  w i t h i n  human eco logy  d o  n o t  

o r i g i n a t e  from an a n a l y s i s  of t h e  s o c i a l  n a t u r e  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

G e n e r a l l y ,  according t o  Cas te1  

r e d u c e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  pr ocesses  of 

l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of o r g a n i z a t i o n  

T h i s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  amount 

Is, one t e n d e n c y  i n  human e c o l o g y  i s  t o  

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  t o  b io -  

between o rgan i sms  and t h e i r  env i ronments .  

s t o  a  form of "crude biologism , I t  and n o t  

t o  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  unders tanding of t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

The o t h e r  dominant pe r spec t ive  i n  human e c o l o g y ,  a s  s e e n  by C a s t e l l s ,  

d e f i n e s  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  t e r m s  of deve lopments  i n  t h e  complex i ty  of 

c u l t u r e .  On t h e  one hand, c u l t u r e  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a  p r i n c i p l e  of eco-  

l o g i c a l  a d a p t a t i o n  t o  t h e  environment ,  and t h e r e f o r e  i t s  o r i g i n s  a r e  n o t  

s e e n  a s  s o c i a l ;  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, c u l t u r e  i n  human eco logy  a p p e a r s  a s  t h e  

s t o r y  of t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of human mastery  over n a t u r e .  On a l l  t h e s e  c o u n t s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  dynamics of t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  urban 

s t r u c t u r e  i s  b a s i c a l l y  i d e o l o g i c a l .  

The way o u t  of t h i s  i d e o l o g i c a l  impasse ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  i s  t h e  

r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i a l  pr  o c e s s e s  t h a t  " f a s h i o n  n a t u r e ,  I t  

and t h a t  p roduce  c u l t u r e ,  f o r  s o c i a l  l i f e :  

Ekyond any academic e c l e c t i c i s m ,  one must  g o  f u r t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  between t h e  d e t e r -  
m i n a t i o n  of space  by n a t u r e  and its s h a p i n g  by 
c u l t u r e ,  t o  u n i t e  t h e s e  two terms i n  a  p r o b l e m a t i c  
t h a t  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y  of t h e  humanly s o c i a l ,  
w i h t o u t  s e e i n g  i t  a s  a  d e l i b e r a t e  c r e a t i o n  which can-  
n o t  b e  e x p l a i n e d  by l aws .  To t h e  common i d e o l o g i c a l  

.- 



f r o n t  of cu l tu ra l i sm  and h i s to r i c i sm,  w e  must oppose 
a  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r o n t  t h a t  i n t e g r a t e s  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l ,  
ma te r i a l i s t -based  problematic  i n  a s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  
whose c e n t r a l  theme is  t h e  con t r ad i c to ry  a c t i o n  of s o c i a l  
a g e n t s  ( s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  ) but  whose foundat ion  is  t h e  
s t r u c t u r a l  web t h a t  c r e a t e s  t h e  problematic of any s o c i e t y  
-- t h a t  is  t o  say,  t h e  way i n  which a  s o c i a l  formation 
f a s h i o n s  na ture ,  and t h e  mode of d i s t r i b u t i o n  and adminis- 
t r a t i o n ,  and t h e r e f o r e  of con t r ad i c t i on ,  t h a t  stems from i t .  
( C a s t e l l s ,  1977:122) 

This r a t h e r  lengthy  quote -- ccmposed of merely two sen t ences  -- sugges t s  

t h a t  C a s t e l l s '  ob j ec t i ons  t o  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  of a n a l y s i s  of s o c i a l  space 

developed by t h e  eco log ica l  pe r spec t ive  a r e  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  what t h i s  
* 

pe r spec t ive  has  omitted. 

C a s t e l l s  sugges t s ,  r a t h e r  a b s t r a c t l y ,  t h a t  it is  not  enough t o  t h i n k  

of t h e  space i n  which humans l i v e s  a s  t h e  r e s u l t  of sane  "na tu ra l "  evo lu t ion  

of forms of c u l t u r a l  o rganiza t ion .  ?loreover,  f o r  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  term 

"cu l tu re"  i t s e l f  i s  non-specif ic .  I n  r e a l i t y ,  accord ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  

c u l t u r e  is an e f f e c t  of t h e  processes  t h a t  ccmpose t h e  " s t r u c t u r a l  web" of 

s o c i e t y  ( s e e  C a s t e l l s ,  1977, Chapter 5 ) .  The " s t r u c t u r a l  web", according 

t o  C a s t e l l s ,  is t h e  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  of a  s o c i a l  fo rmat ion  (1977:242-5). 

S ince  C a s t e l l s  c o n s i d e r s  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  a s  t h e  s o c i a l  exp re s s ions  of t h e  

s t r u c t u r a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  modes of production -- i .e., i n  t h e  modes of 

app rop r i a t i on  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of products  -- t h e  " s t r u c t u r a l  web" of s o c i a l  

l i f e ,  i nc lud ing  i ts  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  i s  determined and shaped by t h e  

s t a t e  of t h e  " c l a s s  s t rugg le . "  I n  f a c t ,  C a s t e l l s  a rgues  t h a t  s o c i a l  space,  

such a s  t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  can only b e  understood i n  terms 

of t h e  s o c i a l  pr ocesses  of product ion.  Wa tu re ,  I' " c u l t u r e  , I 1  and t h e  psycho- 

logy of i n d i v i d u a l  percept ions ,  have l i t t l e  i f  any de te rmina t ions  i n  t h e  

o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i a l  space  (1977:121-6). 

The q u e s t i o n  of t h e  r o l e  of c u l t u r e  i n  shaping t h e  organiza t ion  of 

s o c i a l  space  cou ld  be s e t t l e d ,  or a t  l e a s t  c l a r i f i e d ,  by a  common agreement 



on t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  concept of c u l t u r e .  However, t h e  ques t i on  of t h e  

r o l e  of what might be seen a s  n a t u r a l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of s o c i a l  

l i f e  remains t o  be  ambiguous i f  we i n s i s t  with C a s t e l l s  t h a t  t h e  "laws" 
1 

of s o c i a l  processes  enjoy an autonmy and, t h e r e f  o r e ,  cannot  be reduced t o  

e c o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of determinat ions . 
, This makes more sense ,  perhaps, i f  we clonsider t h a t  aut.onany r e f e r s  

not t o  a  f a c t  given i n  r e a l i t y ,  but t o  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  realm of a n a l y s i s ,  

i ,e ., t o  t h e  i r r e d u c i b i l i t y  of s o c i o l o g i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  t o  b i o l o g i c a l  

p r i n c i p l e s .  I n  o ther  words, C a s t e l l s  has  every r i g h t  t o  i n s i s t  on t h e  

autonornous realm of s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  and e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  but  t h e  claim 

of t h e  r e a l  autonomy of s o c i a l  f a c t s  ought t o  be demonstrated empi r i ca l l y .  

To put t h i s  i n  sornewhat more conc re t e  te rms:  t o  r ega rd  space ,  s o c i a l  

or urban,  a s  t h e  mere product of s o c i a l  f a c t s ,  such a s  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  

c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i s  a  r e d u c t i o n i s t  f a l l a c y  of a  d i f f e r e n t  

order  frorn t h e  "biologism" of human ecology.  To d i smis s  t h e  very r e a l  

l i m i t a t i o n s  of t h e  phys ica l  environment on t h e  product ive  a c t i v i t i e s  of 

s o c i a l  l i f e  -- a s  C a s t e l l s  t ends  t o  do -- amounts t o  an i d e a l i s t  f a l l a c y .  

I n  order  t o  make a  s t r o n g  c a s e  f o r  t h e  a n a l y t i c  c a t e g o r i e s  of t h e  s tudy of 

t h e  s o c i a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  space of human a c t i v i t i e s ,  C a s t e l l s  a rgues  t h a t  

"from t h e  s o c i a l  point  of view t h e r e  is  no space ,"  only s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  

t h a t  c o n s t r u c t  and organize t h i s  space (1977:442). Thus, h e  con t inues  t o  

a rgue ,  I t . .  ,a 'mountain' space does not  d e f i n e  a  way of l i f e :  t h e  d i scomfor t s  

of t h e  p h y s i c a l  mi l i eu  a r e  mediat ized,  worked, t r a n s f  orrned by s o c i a l  condi-  

t i o n s .  I n  f a c t  t h e r e  is  nothing t o  choose between t h e  ' n a t u r a l '  and t h e  

' c u l t u r a l  ' i n  s o c i a l  de te rmina t ion ,  f o r  t h e  two terms are i n d i s o l u b l y  

u n i f i e d  i n  t h e  s i n g l e  m a t e r i a l  r e a l i t y  of t h e  s o c i a l  po in t  of view: -- h i s t o r -  

i c a l  p r a c t i c e  .I' (1977 :442) 
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This a s s e r t i o n  g ives  a  s t rong  suggest ion t h a t  " h i s t o r i c a l  p r a c t i c e "  -- 

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  modes by which humans produce t h e i r  s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion- -  i s ,  

i n  f a c t ,  autonanous from t h e  resources  a v a i l a b l e  i n  n a t u r a l  space  f o r  

production and t h e  organiza t ion  of reproduct ion .  I n  o t h e r  words, C a s t e l l s  

sugges t s  t h a t  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  autonmy of h i s t o r i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  g i v e s  them 

r e a l  autonomy i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  universe .  Thus, accord ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  

"mountain space" i s  merely an occasion f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  and no t  

i t s e l f  a  c o n s t r a i n t  on t h e  poss ib le  range of h i s t o r i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  of s o c i a l  

production i n  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  eco log ica l  o rgan iza t ion .  

This  f l a t t e n i n g  of t h e  tk ra rchy  between t h e  n a t u r a l  o rder  ( t h e  mountain 

space a s  a  b io-ecologica l  base of s o c i a l  l i f e )  and c u l t u r e  ( a s  t h e  ways i n  

which s o c i a l  production and reproduct ion t a k e s  p l ace  w i th in  t h e  c o n s t r a i n t s  

imposed by t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h i s  space )  amounts t o  a  misreading of 

m a t e r i a l  r e a l i t y .  The m a t e r i a l  r e a l i t y  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  without  t h e  

"na tura l"  t h e r e  simply would not  be any " c u l t u r a l "  t o  speak o f .  That t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e s e  two f  orms of o rgan iza t ion  a r e  mutual ly  condi t ion-  

i n g  i s  an i n d i s p u t a b l e  f a c t ,  but t h e  assumption t h a t  t h e  organiza t ion  of 

t h i s  cond i t i on ing  i s  of t h e  same order ,  and t h a t  t h e i r  e f f e c t s  a r e  of equa l  

measure, is  not  only a  d i s p u t a b l e  f a c t  but is,  i n  f a c t ,  an e r r o r  i n  f a c t s .  

Such a  m i s r e c q n i t i o n  of d i f f e r e n t  o rde r s  of c o n s t r a i n t s  i s  reminiscent  of 

another  of t h e  g r e a t  t r a d i t i o n s  of s o c i a l  t h e o r i z i n g :  i dea l i sm.  

However, i f  we are w i l l i n g  t o  g ran t  t h a t  C a s t e l l s '  ob j ec t i on  t o  human 

ecology a s  a  theory  of t h e  organiza t ion  of s o c i a l  space  i s  merely t o  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  ecology does no t  recognize  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  autonomy of s o c i a l  

f a c t s  i n  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  dynamics of s o c i a l  space ,  h i s  c r i t i q u e  appears  l e s s  

formidable  and more unders tandable .  Thus, C a s t e l l s '  ob j ec t i on  can be seen 

a s  a  c r i t i q u e  of t h e  f a i l u r e  of human ecology t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  s o c i a l  con ten t  



of s o c i a l  space ,  and t h e  s o c i a l  processes  t h a t  p r o j e c t  s o c i a l  l i f e  on space.  

C a s t e l l s t  object ion t o  t h e  va r ious  approaches t o  s p a t i a l  o rgan iza t ion  

i n  human ecology , then ,is not t o  t h e  assumptions t h a t  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of 

urban space i s  a  form of pro jec t ion  of s o c i a l  l i f e  on space ,  but  t h a t  i t  

misunderstands t h e  dynamics of s o c i a l  organizat ion and of i ts  p r o j e c t i o n  i n  

space.  According t o  Cas t e l l s ,  i t  is  q u i t e  l e g i t i m a t e ,  t h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  t o  

extend t h e  scope of urban s t u d i e s  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  

of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  However, what is no t  l e g i t i m a t e  

i n  t h i s  p rocess  i s  t h e  invers ion  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  h i s t o r y  of 

s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  and t h e  h i s t o r y  of s p a t i a l  forms i n  order  t o  account f o r  

u rbaniza t ion  and f o r  t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e .  In  o ther  words, it i s  no t  a  

l e g i t i m a t e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  t o  t r e a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of 

t h e  development of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  a s  i d e n t i c a l  w i th ,  and a s  produced 

by, t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of c u l t u r e ,  on t h e  one hand, and a s  t h e  mere r e f l e c t i o n  

of t h e  "laws" of eco log ica l  f u n c t i o n s ,  ion t h e  o t h e r .  

C a s t e l l s '  ob jec t ions  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  t h e o r i z i n g  of human ecology,  t hen ,  

i s  aimed a t  what he s ee s  a s  i ts  l ack  of s p e c i f i c i t y .  I n  o ther  words, f o r  

C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  s o c i a l  theory advocated by human ecology does not  base i t s  

exp lana t ions  and ana lyses  of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  on t r u l y  s o c i a l  f a c t s .  

I n s t e a d ,  t h e  s o c i a l  theory developed by human ecology is based on a  number 

of unexarnined assumptions about t h e  o r i g i n s  and r o l e s  of economic processes  

i n  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion ,  a s  well a s  about t h e  organic  in te rdependence  between 

t h e  b i o l o g i c a l ,  economic and s o c i a l  processes  i n  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion .  I n  

o ther  words, according t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  human ecology school  goes o u t s i d e  

t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  domain of soc io logy  i n  o r d e r - t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  

s o c i a l  c o n t e n t  of urban space .  

I n  view of t h e  above o b j e c t i o n s ,  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  of t h e  Chicago 
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school  t o  urban  sociology and t h e r e f o r e  t o  t h e  developnent of a  d i s t i n c t  

urban theo ry  have been a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  what C a s t e l l s  cons ide r s  a s  "ideo- 

l o g i c a l  knowledge" (l976b :6O). More s p e c i f i c a l l y  , t h e  Chicago school  of 

urban soc io logy  con t r ibu t ed  t o  t h e  "ideology of c u l t u r e "  because it cons ider -  

ed t h e  p roces se s  of t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  terms of d i f f e r -  

ences  i n  v a l u e s  systems, a t t i t u d e s  and psychologica l  d i s p o s i t i o n s .  The 

Chicago schoo l  of urban soc io logy  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  an "ideology of t h e  

environment" because it s t r o n g l y  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  "lawst1 

of development and organiza t ion  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  t h a t  o r i g i n a t e  i n  "nature"  

and t h e r e f o r e  cannot  be expla ined  by r e f e r e n c e  t o  s o c i a l  processes .  Thus, 

according t o  C a s t e l l s ,  human ecology c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  " ideo log ica l  knowledge" 

because it  h a s  denied t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y  of t h e  s o c i a l  cha rac t e r  of s o c i a l  l i f e  

and i ts  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

Against t h e  tendency t o  abduct  concepts  from o the r  f i e l d  of i n q u i r y  i n  

order  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  s o c i a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  s p a t i a l  o rganiza t ion  of human l i f e ,  

C a s t e l l s  proposes  what he c o n s i d e r s  a s  a  t r u l y  and purely s o c i o l o g i c a l  

approach t o  " the s t r u c t u r a l  web" of s o c i a l  l i f e  -- t o  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  -- 
and t o  i ts  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  space .  According t o  C a s t e l l s ,  s i n c e  t h e  phys i ca l  

environment of s o c i a l  l i f e  is always a  s o c i a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  p roduct ,  i n  

order  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s p a t i a l  dynamics of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion ,  we must 

spec i fy  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  have produced -- 
or have been d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  -- s p e c i f i c  s p a t i a l  forms. 

More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  accord ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  s tudy  of t h e  urban 

s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  must be undertaken wi th in  t h e  g e n e r a l  s tudy  of t h e  h i s t o r y  

of t h e  product ive  f o r c e s  and s o c i a l  r e l a t i m s  of a  s o c i e t y .  Thus, t h e  

study of "urbanism a s  a  way of l i fe"  must t ake  i n t o  account t h e  g e n e r a l  

o rgan iza t ion  of advanced c a p i t a l i s t  product ion,  s i n c e  it i s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
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o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  modern c i t y ,  and  

f o r  t h e  rise of t h e  m e t r o p o l i s .  The s p e c i f i c i t y  of u r b a n  l i f e  and  of  t h e  

urban  s p a t i a l  s t r u c t u r e  must b e  a n a l y z e d  i n  terms of t h e  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n s  

t h e y  per form w i t h i n  t h e  sys tem of p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  advanced 

c a p i t a l i s m .  

Chap te r  7 p r e s e n t s  C a s t e l l s '  app roach  t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  u rban  

s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  however ,  r e q u i r e s  an  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  

e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  from which C a s t e l l s '  u rban  t h e o r y  h a s  emerged.  

T h i s  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  h a s  been  e s t a b l i s h e d  by L o u i s  A l t h u s s e r ' s  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  Marxian n o t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge and our  knowledge of  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  ( s e e  A l t h u s s e r  , 
1 9 7 9 l l 9 6 g  1 9 7 0  by681 ) . 

L o u i s  A l t h u s s e r ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  Marx ' s  work h a s  o r i g i n a t e d  a new 

t r a d i t i o n  of s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  t h e o r i z i n g  w i t h i n  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  i n  

g e n e r a l .  T h i s  new t r a d i t i o n  h a s  been  u s u a l l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  " s t r u c t u r a l i s t  

Marxism." Its p o p u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s  i n  French academic  circles h a s  

e x t e n d e d  f r a n  mere p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d e b a t e s ,  such  as  t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  

f o u n d a t i o n s  of Marxism, t o  such  d i v e r s e  a r e a s  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  a s  t h e  s t u d y  

of u rban  s p a c e  a n d  of u rban  p o l i t i c s .  

Manuel C a s t e l l s '  work on u r b a n  t h e o r y  is  l o c a t e d  i n  t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  of 

" s t r u c t u r a l i s t  M a r x i s t "  a n a l y s e s  of  s o c i a l  l i fe .  Moreover,  C a s t e l l s  ' 

s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of a p r o p e r  s o c i a l  t h e o r y  of  u r b a n  p r o c e s s e s  is a l s o  l o c a t e d  

w i t h i n  t h e  " s t r u c t u r a l i s t  M a r x i s t "  t r a d i t i o n  of  t h e o r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

C a s t e l l s '  t h e o r y  of u rban  phenomena a s  t h e  p r o d u c t s  and  t h e  " e f f e c t s "  of  

t h e  v a r i o u s  r e l a t i o n s  be tween s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  i n  social  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

r e p r e s e n t s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a p p l i c a t i o n  of A l t h u s s e r ' s  t h e o r y  of t h e  " p r a c t i c e s  

of s o c i a l  p r o d u c t i o n . "  Hence, a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  A l t h u s s e r ' s  t h e o r y  of  p r a c t i c e  
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i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  g r o u n d s  on which C a s t e l l s  ' t h e o r y  of u rban  

p r o c e s s e s  claims t o  have  s u p e r s e d e d  t h o s e  t h a t  h a v e  been  d e v e l o p e d  by more 

t r a d i t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  i n  u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y  i n  g e n e r a l .  

A l t h u s s e r ' s  t h e o r y  of p r a c t i c e ,  a  t h e o r y  t h a t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  e p i s t e m o -  

l o g i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  h i s  d e l i m i t a t i o n  of s c i e n c e  and i d e o l o g y ,  h a s  been  d e v i s e d  

i n  o r d e r  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  Marxism i t s e l f .  I n  

o t h e r  words ,  t h e s e  t h e o r e t i c a l  e l a b o r a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t  A l t h u s s e r  's e f f o r t s  

t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  M a r x i s t  p h i l o s o p h y .  I n  o r d e r  

t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  t a s k ,  A l t h u s s e r  d e v e l o p e d  a v e r y  e l a b o r a t e  and  complex 

n o t i o n  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  of  t h e o r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  A t  t h e  t o p  of  t h i s  

h i e r a r c h y  of  t h e o r e t i c a l  l e v e l s ,  o r  " t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s , "  t h a t  p roduce  

knowledge,  i s  Theory i t s e l f .  Theory ,  o r  t h e  " t h e o r y  of t h e o r e t i c a l  

p r a c t i c e s  , I 1  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge,  f o r  know- 

l e d g e  a b o u t  r e a l i t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and  f o r  i t s  own development  i n  t h i s  t h e o r e t -  

i c a l  h i e r a r c h y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

For A l t h u s s e r ,  Theory w i t h  a c a p i t a l  IT' i s  a v e r y  s p e c i a l  and s p e c i f i c  

c o n c e p t u a l  t o o l  i n  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c ,  i .e., r e a l ,  knowledge.  A s  a  

r e s u l t  of t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  Marx ' s  t e x t s ,  A l t h u s s e r  comes t o  r e g a r d  

Theory as i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  " m a t e r i a l i s t  d i a l e c t i c , "  o r  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  Marx- 
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ist p h i l o s o p h y  of  t h e  m a t u r e  Marx. I n  o t h e r  words ,  s i n c e  t h e  "materialist 

d i a l e c t i c "  i s  premised  on t h e  c o n c e p t  of  a c t i v i t y  a s  p r a x i s ,  Theory f o r  

A l t h u s s e r  is t h e  t h e o r y  of " t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s "  of  t h e  mater ial is t  con-  

c e p t i o n  of  h i s t o r y .  But t o  q u o t e  A l t h u s s e r :  

I s h a l l  c a l l  Theory ( w i t h  a c a p i t a l  T )  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y ,  
t h a t  i s ,  t h e  Theory  of  practice i n  g e n e r a l ,  i t se l f  
e l a b o r a t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  Theory of e x i s t i n g  
t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  (o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s ) ,  which t r a n s -  
f o r m s  i n t o  knowledges  ( s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h s )  t h e  i d e o -  
l o g i c a l  p r o d u c t s  of  e x i s t i n g  ' e m p i r i c a l  ' p r a c t i c e s  
( t h e  c o n c r e t e  a c t i v i t y  of  men) .  T h i s  Theory i s  t h e  



m a t e r i a l i s t  d i a l e c t i c  wh ich  i s  none  o t h e r  t h a n  
d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m .  (1979 [1965] :168) 

It a p p e a r s ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  

t h i s  Theory of t h e  " t h e o r y  of  t h e o r e t i  c a l  p r a c t i c e s "  ( A l t h u s s e r  's M a r x i s t  

ph i lo sophy)  a r e  " d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m " ,  "p rac t i ce" , , '  "knowledge", and t h e  

" c o n c r e t e  a c t i v i t y  of men". S i n c e  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  are i m p o r t a n t  t o  C a s t e l l s '  

" t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e "  a s  well, a b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e o -  

r e t i c a l  r o l e s  i s  i n  o r d e r .  T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  however ,  must b e  p receded  by a 

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  of  h i s t o r y .  The p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 

" t h e  o r i g i n a l  theme" i s  n e c e s s a r y  b u t  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

of  t h e  A l t h u s s e r i a n  v a r i a t i o n  on M a r x ' s  d e f i n i t i o n s  of  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  con -  

c e p t i o n  of  h i s t o r y .  

The n e x t  c h a p t e r ,  Chap te r  7 ,  i n t r o d u c e s '  a  neo -Marx i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  

on u r b a n  phenomena and on u r b a n  t h e o r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  c o n s i s t s  

of f o u r  p a r t s .  P a r t  One i n t r o d u c e s  s a n e  o f  t h e  more s a l i e n t  f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  

m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  of  h i s t o r y  a s  d i s c u s s e d  by Marx. P a r t  Two i s  a d i s -  

c u s s i o n  of L o u i s  A l t h u s s e r ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s .  P a r t  Three  

p r e s e n t s  C a s t e l l s '  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  t o  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a n  

u r b a n  t h e o r y .  F i n a l l y ,  P a r t  Four  g i v e s  a n  o v e r v i e w  o f  C a s t e l l S 1  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

t o  t h e  " d e b a t e  on t h e  t h e o r y  of  s p a c e "  ( C a s t e l l s ,  1 .977).  



CHAPTER 7 MANUEL CASTELLS: URBAN TI-EORY AS A PRACTICE 

I N  THE PRODUCTION OF KNOWLEDGE 

7.1 Background : Marxian Concep t s  

The f i r s t  p remise  of  a l l  human h i s t o r y  is,  of c o u r s e ,  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  l i v i n g  human i n d i v i d u a l s .  Thus t h e  
f i r s t  f a c t  t o  be  e s t a b l i s h e d  is  t h e  p h y s i c a l  organ- 
i z a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  and  t h e i r  c o n s e q u e n t  
r e l a t i m  t o  t h e  rest of  n a t u r e .  .. .The w r i t i n g  o f  h i s t o r y  
must a l w a y s  set  o u t  f rom t h e s e  n a t u r a l  b a s e s  and t h e i r  
m o d i f i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of  h i s t o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  a c t i o n  
of men. (Marx and E n ~ l s ,  1 9 7 6 [ 1 8 4 : 4 2 )  

The above  p a s s a g e  f r a n  The German I d e o l o g y  ( 1 8 4 6 )  c o n t a i n s  t h e  founda-  

t i o n s  of Marx and E n g l e s '  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  of 

h i s t o r y .  T h i s  p a s s a g e  f o r m s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  t h e o r y  of  t h e  h i s t o r y  of r ea l ,  

1 
d e f i n i t e  human b e i n g s  and t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of  t h e i r  l i v e s .  The 

m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  of  h i s t o r y  set o u t  t o  e x p l a i n  how s o c i a l  b e i n g s  

p roduce  t h e i r  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n t o  which  t h e y  e n t e r  i n  o r d e r  

t o  p roduce ,  o r  how t h e y  l i v e d  and  i n  wha t  k i n d  o f  s o c i e t y .  

The e x p l a n a t i o n  of soc ia l  l i f e  and  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h i s  

t h e o r e t i c a l  sys t em d o e s  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  d e d u c e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  and  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of social  f o r m s  f rom a  p r i o r i  t h e o r e t i c a l  l ' f a c t s " ,  b u t  

r a t h e r ,  i t  a t t e m p t s  t o  employ t h e s e  t h e o r e t i c a l  " f a c t s "  -- produced by rea l  

f a c t s  -- a s  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  t o o l s  i n  t h e  c o n c r e t e  a n a l y s i s  of any s o c i e t y  

a t  any  h i s t o r i c a l  time. . Thus ,  t h e  t h e o r y  of h i s t o r y  t h a t  Marx and E n g l e s  

have  advanced  i n  t h e i r  mater ial is t  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  is a l s o  a metho- 

odology f o r  s o c i a l  t h e o r y  i n  g e n e r a l .  F u r t h e r ,  i n  its s e l f - r e f l e x i v e  s t a t e ,  

i .e., i n  i ts ' a w a r e n e s s '  of i t s  own development  as  a t h e o r y  of  s o c i a l  l i f e  

i n  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  it is a l s o  a  s o c i o l o g y  of knowledge .  

The m a j o r  p remise  of t h i s  methodology and  s o c i o l o g y  of  knowledge i s  

t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  " f a c t s " ,  w h e t h e r  t h e o r e t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  o r  h i s t o r i c a l ,  have  
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been p roduced  by specific r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  Hence, t h e i r  o n t o l o g i c a l  and  

e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  s t a t u s  is  de te rmined  and c o n s t r a i n e d  by t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  o r  by t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i m s  of t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n .  These  

m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i n  t u r n ,  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  g i v e n  a p r i o r i ,  e x c e p t  

f o r  c e r t a i n  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  n a t u r e  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e y  " f u r n i s h  t h e  means of  l i f e "  

o r  " t h e  means  of  p h y s i c a l  s u b s i s t e n c e " :  "The u n i v e r s a l i t y  of  man a p p e a r s  i n  

p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  which makes t h e  whole  of n a t u r e  h i s  i n o r g a n i c  

body;  1 )  a s  d i r e c t  means of l i f e ,  and  2 )  as t h e  m a t t e r ,  o b j e c t ,  and  i n s t r u -  

ment of h i s  l i f e  a c t i v i t y "  (Marx, 1 9 6 7  1 8 4 4  :293.) 

I n  o t h e r  words ,  even  n a t u r e  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  i n  an  a b s t r a c t  s t a t e  f o r  

humah b e i n g s ;  it is  p a r t  of h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  s e n s e  i n  which it i s  c o n t i n u a l l y  

t r a n s f o r m e d  by human b e i n g s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of  i n t e r a c t i o n  and ,  s i m i l a r l y ,  

i n  which human b e i n g s  a r e  a l s o  c o n t i n u a l l y  t r a n s f o r m e d  by t h i s  p r o c e s s  of 

i n t e r a c t i o n .  According  t o  t h i s  v i e w ,  t h e n ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  i n  human h i s t o r y  

t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e  p roduc t  of humani ty  i n  some s e n s e ,  e x c e p t  of c o u r s e  f o r  

n a t u r e  a s  " t h e  i n o r g a n i c  body o f  man," o r  t h e  " o r i g i n a l "  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  

and means o f  s o c i a l  l i f e .  Thus, a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  mater ial is t  c o n c e p t i o n  of 

h i s t o r y ,  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  d e t e r m i n e  a n d  c o n s t r a i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  

of  s o c i a l  a n d  t h e o r e t i c a l  f a c t s  are t h e  p r o d u c t s  of  some s o r t  o f  human act- 

i v i t y ,  o r  p r a c t i c e .  

A t  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  c o n c e p t  

of  a c t i v i t y ;  humans produce t h e i r  l i f e ,  s o c i a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l  and  t h e o r e t i c a l  

t h r o u g h  t h e i r  ac t iv i t i e s ,  o r  t h e i r  l a b o u r .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  Marx and  E n g l e s ,  

t h e n ,  'I.. .as i n d i v i d u a l s  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  l i f e ,  s o  t h e y  are .  What t h e y  are, 

t h e r e f o r e ,  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n ,  b o t h  wha t  t h e y  p roduce  a n d  w i t h  

how t h e y  p r o d u c e  . I t  (1976 p846] :42. ) H i s t o r y ,  t h e r e f  o r e ,  is n o t  an  a c c i d e n t ,  

b u t  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  and t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  p u r p o s i v e  a c t i o n s  o f  human 



b e i n g s .  Hence, h i s t o r y  and s o c i a l  l i f e  are c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a " l aw- l ike"  

p r o c e s s ,  i .e. ,  by p a t t e r n s  of a c t i v i t y  t h a t  c a n p r i s e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  mode of 

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  human b e i n g s .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  any t r u e  account  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Marx, must  

s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  " f a c t s "  of  t h e  s p e c i f i c  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n  

of a  s o c i e t y .  The i d e a s  abou t  such  a  s o c i e t y ,  t h e n ,  c a n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  

p a r t  and  p a r c e l  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w o r l d ,  a s  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t r a n s -  

l a t e d  i n t o  t h o u g h t .  Th i s  method of a n a l y s i s  moves f rom t h e  c o n c r e t e  t o  t h e  

a b s t r a c t ,  b u t  n o t  e x a c t l y  i n  t h e  manner s p e c i f i e d  by t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n d u c t -  

i v e  methods  o f  e m p i r i c a l  a n a l y s e s ,  i .e., i t  d o e s  n o t  draw g e n e r a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  

c o n c l u s i o n s  from a series of p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  i n s t a n c e s .  I n s t e a d ,  i t  

p r o c e e d s  i n  a c i r c u l a r  f a s h i o n  f o r ,  i n  t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  it a t t e m p t s  t o  

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  even  t h e  r e a l  and c o n c r e t e  social  " f a c t s "  are t h e m s e l v e s  

t h e  p r o d u c t s  of  s p e c i f i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  a r e  n o t  a c c e s s i b l e  t o  t h e  

" e m p i r i c a l  naked eye"  b u t  must be s p e c i f i e d  t h r o u g h  a  s y s t e m a t i c  t h e o r e t i c a l  

a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i o n .  

The o b j e c t i v e  of such  an  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e n ,  is  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  c e n t r a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  make u p  s o c i a l  " f a c t s "  and  t h e o r e t i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s  i n  

which t h e y  are e x p l a i n e d  and examined,  by t r a c i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e i r  

c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  namely t o  expose  t h e  i n t e r n a l  t e n s i o n s  and  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  produced them. C l e a r l y ,  t h e n ,  f o r  Marx, c o n t r a d i c t i o n  

i s  n o t  a  s t a t i c  and  a b s t r a c t  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c a t e g o r y ;  r a t h e r ,  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  

i s  t h e  dynamic o f  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  o f  human d e v e l o p m e n t ,  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  modes by which  human b e i n g s  p roduce  and  re- 

pr  d u c e  t h e i r  s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e .  

It h a s  b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  is i n e v i t a b l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  

p r a x i s  ( a  t h e o r y  of a c t i o n ) ,  i n  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  s e e k  t o  p r o v i d e  - t h e  
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e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  r e a l i t y ;  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  it s e e k s  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  

t h a t  d e t e r m i n e  and c o n s t r a i n  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  among o t h e r  human a c t i v i t i e s .  

These  r e l a t i o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y ,  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by c c m t r a -  

d i c t i o n s ,  a n d  are l o c a t e d  n o t  i n  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  s y s t e m  p r i m a r i l y ,  b u t  o r i g i n -  

a t e  i n  p r a c t i c a l  s o c i a l  l i f e .  Consequent ly ,  i t  h a s  a l s o  been  s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  a  ph i lo sophy  i n  t h e  p r o p e r  s e n s e  o f  

t h e  term bu t , .  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  s u g g e s t s  t h e  " a b o l i s h m e n t "  o f  p h i l d s o p h y  

i t se l f  ( s e e  A l t h u s s e r  , 1979 .  ) What M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  aims t o  p r o v i d e ,  t h e n ,  

i s  a  s y s t e m a t i c  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  of knowledge by 

t r a c i n g  i t s  o r i g i n s ,  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e ,  f u n c t i o n s  a n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  

t h e  d i f f e r e n t  soc io -economic  a c t i v i t i e s  of human b e i n g s  : " A l l  s o c i a l  l i f e  

i s  p r a c t i c a l .  A l l  m y s t e r i e s  which l e a d  t h e o r y  t o  m y s t i c i s m  f i n d  t h e i r  

r a t i o n a l  s o l u t i o n  i n  human p r a c t i c e  and i n  t h e  comprehens ion  of  t h i s  

p r a c t i c e "  (Marx, 1 9 7 6  1 8 4 6  :122. ) 

Thus,  wha t  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  p r o v i d e s  i s  a 

h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i o l o g y  of knowledge;  it d e s c r i b e s  a n d  c l a i m s  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  

s o c i a l  and  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  make knowledge p o s s i b l e .  Moreover ,  

i t  h o l d s  t h a t  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  are n o t  a r b i t r a r y ,  h a p h a z a r d ,  o r  i n s p i r e d  

and g u i d e d  by  s a n e  d i v i n e  pu rpose  b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e y  show c e r t a i n  

p a t t e r n s  of  development  o r  " l aw- l ike"  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  

and  i n  t h e i r  deve lopmen t .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e  me thodo logy  o f  s u c h  a t h e o r e t i c a l  

s y s t e m  d o e s  n o t  claim any  m e t a p h y s i c a l  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

s t a t u s  of  t h e o r y  i n  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d ;  i n s t e a d  it p r o p o s e s  t h a t  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

s c i e n t i f i c  t e s t  i s  a p r a c t i c a l  q u e s t i o n ,  i .e . ,  it is a q u e s t i o n  o f  p r a x i s .  

On t h e  one  h a n d ,  t h i s  test  i m p l i e s  a p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  s e l f -  

r e f l e x i v i t y ,  o r  a n  a c c o u n t  of t h e  d e v e l o p n e n t  o f  its t h e o r e t i c a l  c o h e r e n c e .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  it i m p l i e s  a n  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  s e n s e  i n  which it 
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c o n c e r n s  i t se l f  w i t h  a c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  The m a t e r i a l i s t  con- 

c e p t i o n  of  h i s t o r y  seems t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n c e r n s  and  problems 

a r e  i n  f a c t  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  of a c t u a l  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  a n d  'non- 

t h e o r e t i c a l t  w o r l d .  I n  t h i s  a c t u a l  w o r l d ,  t h e o r y  -- a s  our  knowledge of  

t h i s  a c t u a l  w o r l d  -- i s  mere ly  a  sub-sys tem of r e l a t i o n s .  Hence i ts problems 

and s o l u t i o n s  are de te rmined ,  c o n s t r a i n e d  and g o v e r n e d  by t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  

o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  produce and r e p r o d u c e  them.  Hence a l s o  t h e  s u g g e s t -  

i o n  t h a t  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  test of a t h e o r y  i s  a  p r a c t i c a l  m a t t e r  t h a t  must 

be  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  w o r l d  i n  o r d e r  t o  c l e a r  t h e  l o g i c a l  c o n f u s i o n s  of 

i ts  c o n c e p t u a l  sys t em.  

An example  of t h e  methods and p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s  of  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  con- 

c e p t i o n  of h i s t o r y  i s  blarx's c r i t i q u e  o f  Proudhon 's economic  t h e o r y .  I n  

The P o v e r t y  of  Ph i lo sophy  ( 1 8 4 7 ) ,  Marx u n d e r t o o k  n o t  o n l y  a  p a r t i c u l a r  cri-  

t i q u e  of P r o u d h o n t s  "phi losophy of p o v e r t y t t 2 ,  b u t  a l s o  - t h e  g e n e r a l  c r i t i q u e  of 

t h e  whole  of t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n s  of  what  h e  c a l l e d  " b o u r g e o i s  p o l i t -  

i c a l  economy." T h i s  c r i t i q u e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of  t h e  e s s e n t i a l -  

l y  i d e a l i s t  p r e m i s e s  of t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  sys t em of b o u r g e o i s  p o l i t i c a l  

econany .  The i d e a l i s m  i n  t h e s e  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s ,  o r  t h e  i d e a l i s t  "problem- 

a t ic"  of b o u r g e o i s  p o l i t i c a l  economy was t o  c o n s i d e r  its own t h e o r e t i c a l  

c a t e g o r i e s  a s  g i v e n  l t u n i v e r s a l s " ,  c o n s t r a i n e d  and  r u l e d  by l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  

p r i m a r i l y ,  and  n o t  a s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a b s t r a c t i o n s  of r e a l  a n d ,  t h e r e f  o r e ,  

h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s y s t e m  of 

p o l i t i c a l  economy a lways  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  c h a n g i n g  s o c i a l  ( p r o d u c t i v e )  

r e l a t i o n s  -- w h e t h e r  t h i s  is r e c o g n i z e d  o r  n o t  -- and  o n l y  i n  its "bourgeo i s t t  

form d o e s  it a p p e a r  as  a " h i s t o r y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  s e q u e n c e  of  i d e a s , "  o r  as 

a t h e o r e t i c a l  s y s t e m  whose c a t e g o r i e s  a p p e a r  a s  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  of mere 

l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s .  



Because " b o u r g e o i s "  p o l i t i c a l  econany d o e s  n o t  a c c o u n t  . for  t h e  h i s t o r y  

of t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of p roduc t ion  o f  which i t  s p e a k s  i n  its t h e o r e t i c a l  

c a t e g o r i e s  of  p r o d u c t i o n ,  i t  r e m a i n s  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  i d e a l i s m .  Proud- 

hon ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Marx, set o u t  t o  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m a t i c  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of 

t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  of p r o d u c t i o n  by s h a v i n g  t h e i r  s e q u e n c e  i n  t h e o r y .  For 

Proudhon,  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  l o g i c a l  s equence  of economic  c a t e g o r i e s  

seemed s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of  t h e i r  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  e v o l u t i o n .  
3 

Hence P roudhon ' s  a t t e m p t  a t  uncove r ing  t h e  h i s t o r y  of p o l i t i c a l  economy 

f a i l s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  h i s t o r y  h e  i s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d e s c r i b e  is t h e  h i s t o r y  of 

"pu re  r e a s o n "  a s  it u n f o l d s  and i s  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  " u n d e r s t a n d i n g t t  i n  t h e  

fo rm of r e l a t e d  economic  c a t e g o r i e s .  Proudhon 's h i s t o r y  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

economy, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Marx, "has n o t  e v e n  gone f a r  enough a l o n g  t h e  c r o s s -  

r o a d  which a n  i d e o l o g i s t  t a k e s  t o  r e a c h  t h e  main r o a d  o f  h i s t o r y . .  ." (1975 

El8471 :115) .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  P roudhon ' s  h i s t o r y  of  p o l i t i c a l  economy as  t h e  

l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e  o f  economic p r i i n c i p l e s  f a i l s  even  w i t h i n  t h e  l o g i c a l  

c o n f i n e s  of  i d e a l i s m ;  it c a n n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  

of  t h e  " u n i v e r s a l "  o r  " a b s o l u t e  r e a s o n "  i n  t h e  l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e  of economic  

p r i n c i p l e s .  

Thus, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Marx, t h e  p r  o b l e m a t i c  of why p a r t i c u l a r  p r i n c i p l e s  

mani f  e s t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  ( c h r o n o l o g i c a l )  s e q u e n c e  

ceases t o  r e m a i n  a p u z z l e  i n  t h e  l o g i c  of  t h e  A b s o l u t e  Reason o n c e  we t u r n  

t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of a c t u a l ,  p a r t i c u l a r  men i n  a c t u a l  s o c i a l  ( and  t h e r e f o r e  

p r o d u c t i v e )  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .  The f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e  i l l u s t r a t e s  

M a r x ' s  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  P roudhon ' s  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  p o l i t i c a l  econany  

as t h e  l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e  of p r i n c i p l e s .  The q u o t e  is p r e c e d e d  by a n  a p p a r e n t  

a c q u i e s c e n c e  f rom Marx t o  P roudhon ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  h i s t o r y  is " t h e  h i s t o r -  

i c a l  s e q u e n c e  i n  which  i d e a s ,  c a t e g o r i e s  and p r i n c i p l e s  h a v e  m a n i f e s t e d  



t h e m s e l v e s  ." (1975 b844 :115) 

Each p r i n c i p l e  h a s  had i t s  own c e n t u r y  i n  which t o  
m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f .  The p r i n c i p l e  of a u t h o r i t y ,  f o r  
example ,  had t h e  e l e v e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  of i n d i v i d u a l i s m  had t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  
c e n t u r y .  I n  l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e ,  i t  was t h e  c e n t u r y  
t h a t  be longed t o  t h e  p r i n c i p l e ,  and n o t  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
t h a t  be longed t o  t h e  c e n t u r y .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  it 
was t h e  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  made t h e  h i s t o r y ,  and n o t  t h e  
h i s t o r y  t h a t  made t h e  p r i n c i p l e .  When c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  
i n  o r d e r  t o  s a v e  p r i n c i p l e s  a s  much a s  t o  s a v e  h i s t o r y ,  
we a s k  o u r s e l v e s  why a  p a r t i c u l a r  p r i n c i p l e  was mani- 
f e s t e d  i n  t h e  e l e v e n t h  o r  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  any o t h e r ,  we are n e c e s s a r i l y  f o r c e d  t o  
examine m i n u t e l y  what men were l i k e  i n  t h e  e l e v e n t h  
c e n t u r y ,  what t h e y  were l i k e  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h ,  wha t  
were t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  n e e d s ,  t h e i r  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r c e s ,  
t h e i r  mode of p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  raw m a t e r i a l s  of t h e i r  
p r o d u c t i o n  -- i n  s h o r t ,  what  were t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t -  
ween &n and man which r e s u l t e d  from a l l  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  
of e x i s t e n c e .  (1975[18473 :115) .  

For Marx, t h e  t o o l s  of  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h e s e  " p a r t i c u l a r "  c o n d i t i o n s  

o f  e x i s t e n c e  -- t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of t h e  Proudhonian l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e  of  

p r i n c i p l e s  -- a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  methods  by which t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  

of  h i s t o r y  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

s o c i a l  l i f e .  The g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  a r e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  o r  t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of p roduc t ion .  &It  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  

n o t  " u n i v e r s a l "  b e c a u s e  t h e y  are n o t  g i v e n  a  p r i o r i  and  o u t s i d e  t h e  l o g i c  o f  

t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of s o c i a l  l i f e ;  t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  are a l s o  

produced t h r o u g h  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i o n s .  

Hence, t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  m a n i f e s t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c e n t u r i e s  

a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e  of h i s t o r y  are ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s ,  i d e a s  

and t h e  knowledge of t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  t h o s e  c e n t u r i e s .  Thus ,  

it f o l l o w s  t h a t  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  of t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t -  

i o n  ( t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  of  p o l i t i c a l  econany  ), are n e i t h e r  a b s o l u t e  n o r  i ndepend-  

e n t  of  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  t h e y  d e s c r i b e  and c l a i m  t o  a n a l y z e .  

Our knowledge of  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  of t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  and  of 



h i s t o r y  i s  v e r y  much a  p r a c t i c a l  and  m a t e r i a l  q u e s t i o n ;  it is b o t h  b a s e d  on 

r e a l i t y ,  a s  well a s  it f o r m s  a  p a r t  of t h a t  r e a l i t y .  Thus ,  i n  t h i s  p e r s -  

p e c t i v e ,  o u r  c o n c e p t u a l  s y s t e m s  are c o n s t r u c t s  t h a t  d e s c r i b e  t h e  s o c i a l  

w o r l d  t h a t  e x i s t s .  Moreover ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  among t h e  c o n c e p t s  a n d  c a t e g o r -  

i e s  w i t h i n  t h e s e  c o n c e p t u a l  s y s t e m s  are s e e n  a s  d e s c r i p t i v e  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  

t h a t  make u p  " r e a l i t y " ,  o r  t h e  a c t u a l  w o r l d  of which  we have  knowledge .  

Hence, i n  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e  o n t o l o g i c a l  s t a t u s  of " p r i n c i p l e s "  is 

s e e n  a s  s o c i a l l y  and  h i s t o r i c a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d .  These  " p r i n c i p l e s " ,  t h e n ,  

are p a r t  a n d  p a r c e l  of t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of  p r o d u c t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  

t h e y  are a l s o  produced by t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  of t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s  .or, 

t o  u s e  an A l t h u s s e r i a n  term, t h e y  a r e  a " p r a c t i c e "  w i t h i n  t h e  s y s t e m  of  

p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  c a n p r i s e  a  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n .  &I t  what  h a s  been  c o n s i d e r e d  

a s  M a r x ' s  own d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  social  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  o r i g i n s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  

of o u r  knowledge of "man" and  of s o c i a l  l i f e  is t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  now 

famous  and o f t e n  q u o t e d  pas sage  i n  The P o v e r t y  of P h i l o s o p h y :  

The same men who e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  
c o n f  o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  p roduce  
a l s o  p r i n c i p l e s ,  i d e a s  a n d  c a t e g o r i e s ,  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  
w i t h  t h e i r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  ... Thus t h e s e  i d e a s ,  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  are as  l i t t l e  
e t e r n a l  a s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  t h e y  e x p r e s s .  They are 
h i s t o r i c a l  and  t r a n s i t o r y  p r o d u c t s .  
. . .There i s  a  c o n t i n u a l  movement o f  o rowth  i n  p r o d u c t -  

i v e  f o r c e s ,  of d e s t r u c t i o n  i n  s o c i a l - r e l a t i o n s ;  of 
f o r m a t i o n  i n  i d e a s ;  t h e  o n l y  i m m u t a b l e  t h i n g  is t h e  
a b s t r a c t i o n  of movement-mors i m m o r t a l i s  .4 
( 1  975 [ l 8 6 q  : lO!Ll lO)  

I n  summary, it a p p e a r s  t h a t  f r a n  t h e  p r e m i s e s  of t h e  materialist  con-  

c e p t i o n  of h i s t o r y  we c a n  deduce  M a r x ' s  t h e o r y  of knowledge as a n  e p i s t e m o -  

l o g i c a l  a p p r o a c h  i n  f u n d a m e n t a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  any  n o t i o n  t h a t  a d v o c a t e s  

a n  a h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  o r i g i n s  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  of o u r  c a t e g o r i e s  

of  o u r  knowledge of human s o c i a l  a f f a i r s .  On t h e  o n e  hand,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  



Marx, knowledge i s  always t h e  r e s u l t  of s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  and t h e r e f o r e  a  

p roduc t  of h i s t o r y .  Hence, t h e  c o n t e n t s  of " a b s t r a c t i m s " ,  or  p r i n c i p l e s  

and c a t e g o r i e s ,  a r e  always r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of p r a c t i c a l  problems and s o l u t i o n s  

i n  t h e  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  of t h o s e  who produce t h e s e  " a b s t r a c t i o n s  .It Thus,  on 

t h e  o t h e r  hand,  p r i n c i p l e s ,  c a t e g o r i e s ,  our t h e o r e t i c a l  sys tems ,  b e c a u s e  of 

t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  o r i g i n s  and t h e i r  p r a c t i c a l  e n d s ,  a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e  one form 

of p r o d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t y  by which humans produce a n d  r e p r o d u c e  t h e i r  s o c i a l  

f o r m a t i o n s .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge is  one form of p roduc t -  

i o n  i n  t h e  mode of product ion of a  s o c i e t y .  

From t h e  p r e c e d i n g ,  i t  is  p o s s i b l e  t o  i n f e r  t h a t  "knowledge" or  " theory"  

i s  a  p r a c t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  a  form of p r a x i s  i n  a sys tem of p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  

c h a r a c t e r i z e  a  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n .  To put i t  b r i e f l y ,  our knowledge of s o c i a l  

l i f e ,  w h i l e  p r e s e n t i n g  u s  w i t h  " ideas"  abou t  t h i s  l i f e ,  is i t s e l f  a  r e l a t i o n  

t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  and t h e r e f o r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  our  s o c i a l  l i f e .  It i s  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  r e l a t i o n  t h a t  A l t h u s s e r  is i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s p e c i f y i n g  when h e  t u r n s  

t o  a  symptomat ic  r e a d i n g  of Marx t s  works. Through t h i s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of 

t h i s  r e l a t i o n  a s  a  form of p r a c t i c e ,  A l t h u s s e r  hoped t o  demons t ra te  t h a t  

t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  concep t ion  of h i s t o r y ,  o r  " d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m "  i s  a  

t r u l y  s c i e n t i f i c  account  of a l l  p r o d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  t h a t  

produce knowledge ar t h e o r i e s .  A l t h u s s e r  wanted t o  know how t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  

c o n c e p t i o n  of h i s t o r y ,  o r  " d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m " ,  c o u l d  a c c o u n t  f o r  i t s  

own p r e m i s e s  and i t s  own deve lopnen t  i n  s u c h  a  manner a s  t o  remain c o n s i s t -  

e n t  w i t h  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  e n t a i l e d  i n  its premises .  These p r e m i s e s ,  t h e n ,  

a s s e r t  t h a t  " p r i n c i p l e s " ,  " i d e a s " ,  " f a c t s "  and o t h e r  fo rms  of knowledge are 

a lways  produced by s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  a n d ,  t h e r e f  o r e ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  

e x i s t  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  of and p r i o r  t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  produced 

them, and of which they  t h e m s e l v e s  form a  c o n d i t i o n .  
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It c o u l d  be a r g u e d  t h a t  A l t h u s s e r ' s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a " s c i e n t i f i c  p r o o f "  

of M a r x i s t  ph i lo sophy  is,  i n  f a c t ,  a non-ques t ion  w i t h i n  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  

i t s e l f  b e c a u s e  i t s  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  rests on a n  i d e a l i s t  o b s e s s i o n  

w i t h  e s t a b l i s h i n g  o b j e c t i v e  t r u t h s  t h a t  a r e  p r i o r  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  of t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  "real" wor ld  which t h e y  c l a i m  t o  d e s c r i b e .  kt A l t h u s s e r ' s  

i n t e n t i o n s  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r y  of  " d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m "  

c a n n o t  be  e x p l a i n e d  away i n  terms of t h e  v a r i o u s  t h e o r e t i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

between i d e a l i s m  and m a t e r i a l i s m  a l o n e ,  

A l t h u s s e r ' s  q u e s t  is n o t  f o r  a n  e m p i r i c a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  r e a l i t y  

of t h e  a s s e r t i o n s  of " d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m " ,  q u i t e  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  he  

assumes  t h a t  t h e y  are  e m p i r i c a l ,  i .e . ,  t h a t  t h e y  are a b o u t  r e a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  

t h e  w o r l d .  T h i s  assumpt ion  a l l o w s  him t o  p roceed  t o  d e r n m s t r a t e  why t h e  

M a r x i s t  "ph i lo sophy"  t h a t  he  h a s  d e r i v e d  from h i s  r e a d i n g  of Marx is  b o t h  

r e a l  and  s c i e n t i f i c .  The d e m o n s t r a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  a t e a r i n g  away of t h e  

" m a t e r i a l i s t  d i a l e c t i c "  from Marxian t h e o r y  by l a u n d e r i n g  it of t h e  H e g e l i a n  

r e s i d u e s  of i ts o r i g i n s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  raise it  t o  i ts  p r o p e r  s c i e n t i f i c  s t a t u s  

i n  t h e  h i g h  Temple of  Theory. Fran  t h e s e  l o f t y  h e i g h t s  t h e  " m a t e r i a l i s t  

d i a l e c t i c "  i s  t h e n  c a p a b l e  of g r a n t i n g  t h e  s e a l  of  s c i e n t i f i c  a p p r o v a l  t o  

Marxian  t h e o r y  i t s e l f  and e v e n  t o  c e r t a i n  p a s s a g e s  w r i t t e n  by Marx h i m s e l f .  

I n  o t h e r  words ,  A l t h u s s e r ' s  r e s c u e  m i s s i o n  is  s u s t a i n e d  by a  d e s i r e  t o  

p r o c l a i m  M a r x i s t  phi losophy as  t h e  o n l y  r ea l  p h i l o s o p h y ,  o r  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  

t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge.  T h i s  p r o c l a m a t i o n  is a c h i e v e d  by 

r e c l a i m i n g  the " m a t e r i a l i s t  d i a l e c t i c  f r  an t h e  s p e c u l a t i v e  def  o rmi  t i e s  it 

h a s  s u f f e r e d  d u r i n g  i t s  c a p t i v i t y  i n  t h e  " t e r r a i n s "  o f  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  

knowledge,  a n d  of "empir ic i sm" and i t s  v a r i a n t s ,  s u c h  a s  "pragmatism",  

" v o l u n t a r i s m ' ~ ,  and  " h i s t o r i c i s n "  ( s e e  A l t h u s s e r  , 1979 :12-4). 

The key t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  A l t h u s s e r ' s  t o u r  d e  f o r c e  -- h i s  pu rge  of  



Marxian theory  -- is  the  theory of p r ac t i ce .  The theo ry  of p r a c t i c e ,  f o r  

Althusser  , assumes t h e  r o l e  of the  demonstration of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

c h a r a c t e r  of "Theory", a l s o  known a s  t h e  theory of t h e o r e t i c a l  p rac t ices ;  

t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  product of t h e  Itconcrete a c t i v i t y  of men"; i n  b r i e f ,  

" d i a l e c t i c a l  materialism." The following s e c t i o n  g i v e s  an  o u t l i n e  of 

A l t h u s s e r ' s  concept  of pract ice .  The purpose of t h i s  o u t l i n e  is  i l l u s t r a -  

t i v e ;  it is  an attempt t o  loca te  t h e  o r i g i n s  and t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of 

a  concept t h a t  comes t o  play an important r o l e  i n  C a s t e l l s 1  urban theory .  

The development of t h e  concept o f  p r a c t i c e  i n t o  a  ca t ego ry  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  

of urban l i f e  shows the  development and t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of an explanatory 

ca tegory  of t h e  s t r u c t u r a l i s t  Marxist t r a d i t i o n  of t h e o r i z i n g .  

7.2 Backaround : The Althusserian Inf  h e n c e  

. . .What a r e  we t o  understand by theo ry ,  i f  i t  is t o  
be e s s e n t i a l  t o  prac t ice?  (Al thusser ,  1979:166) 

Marx1s h i s t o r i c a l  materialism has  o f t e n  been in t roduced  a s  a  theory  of 

p r a x i s ,  t h a t  is t o  say ,  a  theory of t h e  s p e c i a l  r e l a t i o n  of "unity" between 

theory  and a c t i o n :  p - ac t i ce?  The h i s t o r i c a l  developnent  of Marx's 

o r i g i n a l  t heo ry  of p r ax i s .  has undergone many t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  through t h e  

numerous d e b a t e s  on t h e  na ture  and t h e  r o l e s  of t h i s  r e l a t i o n  of un i ty  i n  

t h e  a c t u a l  h i s t o r i c a l  processes of s o c i a l  t r ans fo rma t ions .  Early d i s cus s ions  

of Marxl s works have suggested t h a t  t h e  theory of p r a x i s  imp l i e s  a  theory of 

t h e  u n i t y  of t heo ry  and p rac t i ce  i n  which theory  appea r s  only a s  a  d i r e c t  

6 
r e f l e c t i o n  of socio-econanic  cond i t i ons  and a c t i v i t y .  ~ h u s ,  it was 

be l i eved  t h a t  t h e o r y ,  because it is merely a  r e f l e c t i o n  of socio-economic 

c o n d i t i o n s ,  a c t s  a s  a  l eg i t imat ion  process  f o r  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of 

socio-economic a c t i v i t y .  I n  other  words, t heo ry  i s  a  form of i d e o l o g i c a l  



a c t i v i t y .  Moreover, because  t h e o r y  h a s  no autonomous e x i s t e n c e ,  it c a n  have 

n o  c l a i m  t o  t h e  product ion of autonomous e f f e c t s  on t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of 

t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  development of s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n s  . 
However, i n s t e a d  of r e s o l v i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  u n i t y  between t h e o r y  

and p r a c t i c e ,  t h i s  assumption gave r i s e  t o  more q u e s t i o n s  t h a n  i t  c o u l d  

answer.  The r a n g e  of t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  can  only  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  a s  t r u l y  

p r o b l e m a t i c  i f  one  t a k e s  i n t o  account  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  demands t h a t  have been 

made on t h e  Marxian t h e o r y  of p r a x i s  f o r  w e l l  o v e r  a  c e n t u r y .  To put  it 

a n o t h e r  way, t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  o r i g i n a t e  n o t  s o  much from a  q u i e t  ph i losoph ic -  

a l  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e o r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  b u t  more s o  f rom t h e  assumpt ion t h a t  

n o t  o n l y  is Marxism a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s c i e n c e  of s o c i e t y ,  b u t  t h a t  Marxism is ,  

i n  f a c t ,  t h e  s c i e n c e  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r a c t i c e  of h i s t o r y  o r  t h e  c l a s s  

s t r u g g l e .  

~ h u s ,  q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  u n i t y  of t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  Marx i s t  

t r a d i t i o n  have been,  on t h e  whole, q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  a c t i v e  r o l e  of 

M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  needs  and s t r a t e g i e s  of t h e  c l a s s  

s t r u g g l e  i n  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  The t h e o r e t i c a l  problems of t h e  u n i t y  of t h e o r y  

and p r a c t i c e ,  t h e n ,  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  problems of t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

of t h e  t t s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  of s o c i e t y  i n t o  a  

p r a c t i c a l  g u i d e  f o r  i n t e r v e n i n g  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  by "revolu- 

t i o n a r y  p r a c t i c e  .I1 

L o u i s  A l t h u s s e r  c o n t i n u e s  t h e  M a r x i s t  t r a d i t i o n  of t h e  c r i t i c a l  

ment of t h e  r e l a t i o n  of u n i t y  between t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e .  While it 

a rgued  t h a t  A l t h u s s e r ' s  i n t e n t  f o r  e n t e r i n g  t h e  d e b a t e  is p a r t i s a n ,  

a s s e s s -  

c a n  b e  

i n  t h a t  

it is s e e k i n g  a n  a c t i v e  form of i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n t o  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  by demons- 

t r a t i n g  " the  impor tance  of Marx i s t  t h e o r y  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c l a s s  

s t r u g g l e "  (1979:10),  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h i s  e x p l i c i t  t a s k  c o n s i s t s  of t h e  



s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  c h a r a c t e r  of M a r x i s t  t h e o r y .  A l t h u s s e r  

sees h i s  t a s k  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a ' p h i l o s o p h i c a l '  p r o j e c t ;  h e  s e e k s  t o  demons- 

t r a t e  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r i n c i . p l e s  upon which Marxian t h e o r y  i s  p remised .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  acccmpl i sh  t h i s  t a s k ,  A l thusse r  must c a n e  t o  g r i p s  w i t h  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  have  been asked of  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  p r a x i s .  

These q u e s t i o n s ,  w h i l e  s e e k i n g  p r a c t i c a l  and p ragmat i c  e n d s ,  h a v e  a p h i l o -  

s o p h i c a l  o r i g i n .  A s  A. C a l l i n i c o s  h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  of 

" A l t h u s s e r f s  Marxism!' (1976) ,  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  o r i g i n a t e  f rom a p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

app roach  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between "consc iousness  and r e a l i t y . "  The d i s c u s s -  

i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n  between c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and r e a l i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a l l i n i -  

c o s ,  h a s  g i v e n  r i se  t o  two r e l a t e d  problems w i t h i n  t h e  M a r x i s t  t r a d i t i o n  of 

t h e o r i z i n g .  One of t h e s e  c o n c e r n e d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n  

of c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and r e a l i t y  a s  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  problems o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t -  

ween t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e ;  t h e  o t h e r  problem was l a r g e l y  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l .  

The second  problem of t h e  r e l a t i o n  between c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and  r e a l i t y  was 

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  methods  by which we c a n  know t h a t  o u r  t h e o r y  

of r e a l i t y  is,  i n  act, a  ' t r u e '  a c c o u n t  of t h a t  r e a l i t y ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  a 

s c i e n t i f i c  o n e  : 

T h i s  q u e s t i o n  C of t h e  r e l a t i o n  between c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
and  r e a l i t y J  embraced two  problems. The f i r s t  was 
t h a t  of t h e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e .  
More c o n c r e t e l y ,  how c o u l d  M a r x i s t s  move f r c m  a 
s c i e n t i f i c  c r i t i q u e  of c a p i t a l i s m  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  
t h a t  would win t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  t o  s u p p o r t  i ts o v e r -  
t h r o w ?  What were t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  ~ 

i n  Marxism t h a t  would e n a b l e  it  t o  overccme t h e  i d e o -  
l o g i c a l  h o l d  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  e n j o y s  ove r  t h e  work ing  
class th rough  its c o n t r o l  over  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  and  
d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of  i d e a s ?  The second was t h e  e p i s t e m o -  
l o g i c a l  problem o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between a  s i c e n c e  a n d  
t h e  r e a l i t y  it s e e k s  t o  e x p l a i n  and t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
of a p a r t i c u l a r  t h e o r y ' s  c l a i m  t o  p r o v i d e  a knowledge 
o f  r e a l i t y .  ( ~ a l l i n i c o s ,  1976 : l 7 )  

A l t h u s s e r  h a s  approached b o t h  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  and t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  



i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between c m s c i o u s n e s s  and  r e a l i t y  by  con- 

c e n t r a t i n g  on what h e  c o n s i d e r s  t o  be canmon t o  both . ;  t h e i r  l ' s t r u c t u r e " ,  o r  

t h e  " p r a c t i c e s "  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  them. The n o t i o n  o f  p r a c t i c e  f o r  A l t h u s s e r  

assumes a  c e n t r a l  f u n c t i o n  i n  t h e  fo rma t ion  of  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  a n d  i n  t h e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n s  t h a t  c a n e  t o  d e s c r i b e  and a n a l y z e  t h i s  r e a l i t y .  

Moreover,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  of p r a c t i c e  c a n  a c c o u n t  

f o r  bo th  t h e  " i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t r o l  of t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  o v e r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  

i d e a s "  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  it can  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  i n h e r e n t  

s c i e n t i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s  of Marxism which c a n e  t o  b r e a k  t h i s  " i d e o l o g i c a l  h o l d "  

of t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  over  t h e  working  c l a s s e s  by d e m y s t i f y i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  

t h a t  produce  i d e o l o g y .  What are t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s ,  t h e n ,  o r  r a t h e r  what  d o e s  

t h e  c o n c e p t  of p r a c t i c e  mean i n  t t A l t h u s s e r ' s  Marxism"? Accord ing  t o  

A l t h u s s e r  , p r a c t i c e  must be  unde r  s t o o d  a s  a  "pr  mess of t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ' '  : 

By p r a c t i c e  i n  g e n e r a l  I s h a l l  mean any p r o c e s s  of 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of a  d e t e r m i n a t e  g i v e n  raw m a t e r i a l  
i n t o  a  d e t e r m i n a t e  p r o d u c t ,  a  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  e f f e c t e d  
by a  d e t e r m i n a t e  human l a b o u r ,  u s i n g  d e t e r m i n a t e  means 
(o f  ' p r o d u c t i o n ' . )  I n  any p r a c t i c e  t h u s  c o n c e i v e d ,  t h e  
d e t e r m i n a n t  moment ( o r  e l e m e n t )  is n e i t h e r  t h e  raw 
m a t e r i a l  n o r  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  b u t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  
nar row s e n s e :  t h e  moment of t h e  l a b o u r  of  t r a n s f o r m -  
a t i o n  i t s e l f ,  which sets t o  work,  i n  a s p e c i f i c  
s t r u c t u r e ,  men, means a n d  t e c h n i c a l  method o f  u t i l i z -  
i n g  t h e  means. T h i s  g e n e r a l  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  p r a c t i c e  
c o v e r s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of p a r t i c u l a r i t y  : t h e r e  are 
d i f f e r e n t  p r a c t i c e s  which are r e a l l y  d i s t i n c t ,  e v e n  
though  t h e y  be long  o r g a n i c a l l y  t o  t h e  same c a n p l e x  
of  r e a l i t y .  (1979 : l 6 7 )  

A l t h u s s e r ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of p r a c t i c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  most  d e t e r m i n a t e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of p r a c t i c e s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  e x i s t  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  of  t h e i r  

f u n c t i o n s ,  o r  t h e  p r o d u c t s  of  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  Practices are d i s t i n c t  

p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  t h e y  are a u t  onunous from t h e  " o b j e c t s "  (raw materials ) 

t h a t  s e r v e  a s  t h e  occas ion  f o r  t h e i r  t r a n s f o r m i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  f r a n  t h e  

effects of t h i s  t r a n s f o r m i n g  a c t i v i t y .  



It a p p e a r s  t h a t  we c a n  i n f e r  q u i t e  s a f e l y  t h a t  A l t h u s s e r ' s  " p r a c t i c e s "  

a r e  t r u l y  s e l f - m o t i v a t e d ;  t h e y  are d r i v e n  by s a n e  i n t e r n a l  p r i n c i p l e  of 

movement ( e s s e n c e )  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  which a p p e a r s  t o  b e  b o t h  p r i o r  and  

i n d e p e n d e n t  f r a n  what  g e t s  t o  be t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  what .  g u s t  what  t h i s  

p r i n c i p l e  m i g h t  b e  is  neve r  e x p l a i n e d .  To t a k e  more l i b e r t y  w i t h  i n f e r e n c e ,  

it seems t h a t  we c a n  i n f e r  f r a n  A l t h u s s e r ' s  d e s i r e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  

s c i e n t i f i c i t y  of M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  and  p r a c t i c e ,  t h a t  i n  t h e  " l a s t  i n s t a n c e v ,  

t o  u s e  one of  A l t h u s s e r ' s  f a v o u r i t e  p h r a s e s ,  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  g u a r a n t e e s  t h e  

autonomy of M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  f r a n  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l  d e f o r m i t i e s .  

The autonomy of p r a c t i c e s  f r  an h i s t o r y ,  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  o r  e v e n  a c c i d e n t s ,  

c a n  be  d e s c r i b e d ,  p e r h a p s ,  by r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e i r  non-con t ingency  on t h e  

" o b j e c t s "  t h e y  t r a n s f o r m  and p roduce .  These " o b j e c t s " ,  qua  o b j e c t s  are,  i n  - 
f a c t ,  o b j e c t s  b e c a u s e  of t h e  t r a n s f  orrning a c t i v i t i e s  p e r f  ormed by p r a c t i c e s  

on "raw m a t e r i a l s . "  To be  more p r e c i s e ,  A l t h u s s e r ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  of p r a c t i c e s  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  o b j e c t s  a r e  n e v e r  g i v e n  t o  human c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o r  t o  human 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and knowledge;  i n s t e a d ,  d e t e r m i n a t e  o b j e c t s  are a l w a y s  produced 

by d e t e r m i n a t e  and  d i s t i n c t  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  p roduce  knowledge a b o u t  t h e s e  

" o b j e c t s " .  

S o c i a l  P r a c t i c e  

I n  a more c o n c r e t e  s e n s e ,  A l t h u s s e r  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  soc ia l  w o r l d  i s ,  

i n  f a c t ,  t h e  r e s u l t  o r  t h e  "effect" of t h e  c a n p l e x  r e l a t i o n  of u n i t y  of  t h e  

p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  c a n p r i s e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  g e n e r a l .  What is t h i s  s o c i a l  

p r a c t i c e ?  S o c i a l  p r a c t i c e  is  a p r o c e s s  of  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of raw m a t e r i a l s ,  

b u t  it is  a l s o  more  t h a n  t h a t ;  it is a p r a c t i c e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  p r o d u c t -  

i o n  of s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n s .  To s t u d y  t h i s  p r o c e s s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ,  t h e n ,  - 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  one  must d e t e r m i n e  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  



w i l l  p roduce  knowledge of t h e  p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of s o c i a l  form- 

a t i o n s  o r  of  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e .  Thus, i n  a  s e n s e ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  

a p p e a r s  a l r e a d y  a s  an autonomous rea lm.  A s  s u c h ,  i t  is d i s t i n c t  form t h e  

o t h e r  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  c a n p r i s e  and s t r u c t u r e  t h e  complex u n i t y  of social 

p r a c t i c e  o r ,  i n  o t h e r  words,  f r a n  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of  tk  p r o d u c t i o n  of  social  

r e a l i t y .  

The s o c i a l  w o r l d ,  t h e n ,  acco rd ing  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  is s t r u c t u r e d  by t h e  

c a n p l e x  u n i t y  of s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s .  The c a n p l e x  u n i t y  o f  t h e s e  s o c i a l  

p r a c t i c e s ,  i n  t u r n ,  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  o r  s t r u c t u r e d  a l w a y s  " in  s u c h  a  way 

t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  r e s o r t  t h e  d e t e r m i n a n t  d a n i n a n t  p r a c t i c e  i n  i t  i s  t h e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of a g i v e n  n a t u r e  ( raw m a t e r i a l )  i n t o  u s e f u l  

p r o d u c t s  by t h e  a c t i v i t y  of l i v i n g  men working t h r o u g h  t h e  m e t h o d i c a l l y  

o r g a n i z e d  employment of d e t e r m i n a t e  means of p r o d u c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  framework 

o f  d e t e r m i n a t e  r e l a t i o n s  of p roduc t ion  . I 1  (1979:167)  Thus,  f o r  A l t h u s s e r ,  

t h e  c a n p l e x  u n i t y  of s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  and  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t e  s t r u c t u r e d  u n i t y  

o f  t h e  s&ial w o r l d  , t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s .  have  produced is  a l w a y s  m a i n t a i n e d  by a 

dominant  p r a c t i c e ;  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of " u s e f u l  p roduc t s . "  

For  A l t h u s s e r ,  t h e  d e t e r m i n a n t  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  p r o d u c e s  social  f o r m a t i o n s  

is  u l t i m a t e l y  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of e c o n a n i c  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  is d e r i v e d  

f r a n  h i s  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  d e t e r m i n a t e  p r a c t i c e  as t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  " a c t i v -  

i t y  of l i v i n g  men" a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  " d e t e r m i n a t e  means of p r o d u c t i o n "  and 

" d e t e r m i n a t e  r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  .I1 I n  f a c t ,  A l t h u s s e r  's d e f i n i t i o n  o f  

s o c i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  a p p e a r s ,  s o  f a r ,  a s  a n  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  c m p l e x  s t y l i s t i c  

v a r i a t i o n  on  a r a t h e r  condensed  and s i m p l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  

c o n c e p t i o n  of  h i s t o r y .  T h i s  s i m p l e  v e r s i o n  r e d u c e s  t h e  c m p l e x i t y  of  t h e  

s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  of t h e  soc ia l  t h e o r i e s  of  human 

b e i n g s  t o  t h e i r  a b s o l u t e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  by t h e  mode i n  which t h e s e  same 



human b e i n g s  produce  t h e i r  economic l i v e l i h o o d .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  however,  

e c o n a n i c  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  n o t  . e x a c t l y  t l d e t e r m i n a t e "  o r  d a n i n a n t  i n  " t h e  l a s t  

r e s o r t "  b u t  q u i t e  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i t  i s  d e t e r m i n a n t  and  dominant  i n  t h e  

f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  and a lways  w i t h o u t  which n o  o t h e r  " i n s t a n c e s " ,  s u c h  a s  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s ,  p o l i t i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  i n s t a n c e s ,  c o u l d  be  p o s s i b l e .  7  

A l t h u s s e r t s  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  dominance of  t h e  economic d o e s  n o t  e x c l u d e  

t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  e f f e c t s  of  o t h e r  f o r m s  of  p r a c t i c e  on a  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n .  

What i t  d o e s  seem t o  res t r ic t ,  however,  i s  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o b a b i l i t y  t h a t  

t h e s e  o t h e r  p r a c t i c e s  might  p roduce  a n  " e f f e c t "  c a p a b l e  of c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  

a p p a r e n t  t y r a n n y  of t h e  e c o n a n i c  . Accord ing  t o  A l t  h u s s e r  , "social p r a c t i c e "  

o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of  p roduc t ion  h a s  a number of l e v e l s  t h a t  a p p e a r ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  

a s  d i s t i n c t  p r a c t i c e s .  They a p p e a r  d i s t i n c t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  p o s s e s s  a r e l a t i v e  

autonomy i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  dominance of  t h e  economic ;  however,  t h i s  r e l a t i v e  

autonomy i s  a l w a y s  d e t e r m i n a t e ,  b e c a u s e  it i s  d e f i n e d ,  m a i n t a i n e d  and t r a n s -  

f ormed by t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  of t h e  dominance of  t h e  economic. I n  f a c t ,  t h i s  

n o t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i v e  autonomy a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  t h e o r e t i c a l  

c l a s s i f i c a t o r y  d e v i c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c a t e g o r y  o f  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  a c t u a l  

r e l a t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  between t h e  "economic " a n d  o t h e r  f  orms o f  " p r a c t i c e s "  

t h a t  male u p  t h e  mode of p r o d u c t i o n  and  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n s  
L 

( s e e  E .  L a c l a u ,  1977  :72-9). 

However, t h e r e  seems t o  be a p r a c t i c e  w i t h i n  A l t h u s s e r t s  schema of 

" s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e "  t h a t  e n j o y s  a  r a t h e r  p r i v i l e g e d  s t a t u s  of r e l a t i v e  

autonomy f r c m  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s .  T h i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  none  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  p o l i t i c -  

a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  "Marxist  p a r t i e s "  who are engaged  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o d u c t -  

i o n  of  new s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s "  

As w e l l  a s  p roduc t ion  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e  i n c l u d e s  o t h e r  
e s s e n t i a l  l e v e l s :  p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  -- which  i n  
M a r x i s t  p a r t i e s  i s  n o  l o n g e r  s p o n t a n e o u s  b u t  organ- 



i z e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r y  of 
h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m  and  which t r a n s f o r m s  i h s  
raw m a t e r i a l s ,  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  i n t o  a d e t e r m i n a t e  
p r o d u c t  (new s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  ) ; i d e o l o g i c a l  p r a c t i c e  
( i d e o l o g y ,  whe the r  r e l i g i o u s ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  m o r a l ,  
l e g a l  o r  a r t i s t i c ,  a l s o  t r a n s f o r m s  i t s  o b j e c t :  
men's  ' c o n s c i o u s n e s s '  : and  f i n a l l v  . t h e o r e t i c a l  
p r a c t i c e .  

The p r e c e d i n g  q u o t e  migh t  p roduce  a  s t a r t l i n g  e f f e c t  on t h o s e  who 

would l i k e  t o  t a k e  h i s  t h e o r y  of p r a c t i c e  r a t h e r  s e r i o u s l y .  I f  we are  t o  

t h i n k  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o c i o - l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

" p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e "  of "Marxis t  p a r t i e s "  i s  " o r g a n i z e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  

s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r y  of h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m , "  a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  "Marxis t  

p a r t i e s "  are  p roduc ing  "new soc ia l  r e l a t i o n s " ,  w e  c a n  b e  pe r suaded  r a t h e r  

q u i c k l y  t h a t  A l t h u s s e r ' s  c o n c e p t  of  s c i e n t i f i c  p r a c t i c e  and s c i e n t i f i c  

Marxism h a s  a b w t  as much c l a i m  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  v a l i d i t y  a s  one o f  G r i r n m ' s  

f a i r y  t a l e s .  

It a p p e a r s  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  o f  A l t h u s s e r ' s  o r i g i n a l  i n s i s t e n c e  on t h e  

dominance o f  t h e  "economic" i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of  social  f o r m a t i o n s  and t r a n s -  

f o r m a t i o n s ,  h e ,  i n  t h e  " l a s t  i n s t a n c e " ,  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  on ly  real  ( r e a d :  

c o r r e c t  ) p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  t r a n s f o r m  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  o r  h i s t o r y ,  a r e  ' W a r x i s t  

p a r t i e s "  t h a t  h a v e  purged t h e m s e l v e s  of  s p o n t a n e i t y  by a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  d o s e  

of s c i e n t i f i c  Marxism. The " l i v i n g  men" who work  and  t h e r e f o r e  t r a n s f o r m  

"raw m a t e r i a l s ' '  i n t o  " u s e f u l  p r o d u c t s "  t h r o u g h  t h e  " d e t e r m i n a t e  r e l a t i o n s  

of p r o d u c t i o n " ,  t h e n ,  must g i v e  u p  t h e i r  claim t o  making h i s t o r y ,  and  t h e y  

must  t a k e  a  back  s e a t  f rom t h o s e  "Marx i s t  p a r t y  members" who are  engaged 

i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  by t h e  means of  s c i e n t i f i c  Marxism. 

A l t h u s s e r ' s  s c i e n t i f i c  Marxism a s  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problems of 

t h e  u n i t y  of  t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e  is t h u s  r e v e a l e d  t o  b e  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  

p o l i t i c a l  problem of t h e  l e g i t i m a t i o n  o f  " M a r x i s t  p a r t i e s "  a s  t h e  o n l y  t r u e  



b e a r e r s  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r a c t i c e .  However, i f  A l t h u s s e r  I s  concep t  of 

p r a c t i c e  i s  mere ly  a  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  p roduc t ion  of s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a p o l o g i e s  i 

f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  of "Marxist  p a r t i e s r ' ,  t h e r e  would b e  a b s o l u t e l y  

n o  r e a s o n  f o r  expanding energy i n  t r y i n g  t o  a s s e s s  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  Marx- 

ist t h e o r y .  

S c i e n t i f i c  Marxism 

A l t h u s s e r ' s  concept  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  n a t u r e  of " h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m "  

rests on t h e  t h e o r y  of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  a s  t h e  a r b i t e r  of s c i e n c e  and 

i d e o l o g y .  Thus, h i s  theory  of " t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e "  a l s o  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  

second problem of t h e  " p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

r e a l i t y  and c o n s c i o u s n e s s "  ( C a l l i n i c o s ,  1 9 7 6 )  ; namely, t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  

f o u n d a t i o n s  of " h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m "  a s  a  s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r y  of s o c i a l  

r e a l i t y .  

For A l t h u s s e r ,  t h e o r y  i s  "any p r a c t i c e  of a  s c i e n t i f i c  c h a r a c t e r , "  

w h i l e  t h e  c o n c e p t s  and c a t e g o r i e s  of a  t h e o r y  -- its " t h e o r e t i c a l  system" 

-- c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  " c o n d i t i o n s  and means" of t h e .  p r a c t i c e  of a  t h e o r y  (1979: 

1 6 8 ) .  Thus, t o  n o t e ,  Al thusse r  a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e  p roper  "cond i t ions"  and 

"means" of t h e  p roduc t ion  of knowledge a r e  f i r s t  and f o r e m o s t  t h e o r e t i c a l ,  

i .e., t h e y  o c c u r  w i t h i n  t h e o r y  ( t h o u g h t ) .  The t h e o r y  which p r o v i d e s  u s  

w i t h  knowledge abou t  g e n e r a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  -- t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n  of knowledge -- is, a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r  , t h e  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  

of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e :  " d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m  .I1 

A l t h u s s e r ' s  t h e o r y  of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  s h a v s  a r a t i o n a l i s t  

approach t o  d i a l e c t i c a l  mater ialism i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and  t o  t h e o r y  c o n s t r u c t -  

i o n  i n  g e n e r a l .  To begin  w i t h ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  t h e  t h e o r y  of 

t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  is  d e r i v e d  f r a n  a n  assumed r e l a t i o n  of s t r u c t u r a l  



8 i d e n t i t y  be tween t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e .  However, when A l t h u s s e r  s p e a k s  of 

p r a c t i c e  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  h e  is r e f e r r i n g  p r i m a r i l y  t o  a process of product -  

i o n - t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and only  s e c o n d a r i l y  t o  a p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n  and  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of t h e o r y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  It i s  w i t h  t h i s  i n  

mind t h a t  A l t h u s s e r  i s  a b l e  t o  r e l a t e  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  of  t h e o r e t i c a l  

p r o d u c t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  w i t h  i ts  p a r t i c u l a r  a p p e a r a n c e  i n  t h e  " t h e o r e t i c a l  

e x p r e s s i o n s "  of t h e  p roduc t ion  p r o c e s s e s  of p a r t i c u l a r ,  i .e . , s p e c i f i c ,  

t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  such  a s  t h e  s c i e n c e s .  

It i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  keep  s t r e s s i n g  t h a t  A l t h u s s e r  d o e s  n o t  s u g g e s t  h e r e  

t h a t  t h e  t h e o r y  of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  ( d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m )  c a n  b e  

d e r i v e d  f r o m  a c a r e f u l  o b s e r v a t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  and  i n d i v i d u a l  s c i e n t i f i c  

p r a c t i c e s  on t h e  b a s i s  of which we cane t o  c o n s t r u c t  a g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  of 

p r a c t i c e ,  Q u i t e  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y ,  " d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l -  

i sm" ,  o r  T h e o r y ,  " e x i s t s "  p r i o r  t o  our  s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s .  

The r e l a t i o n  o f  u n i t y  between t h e o r y  i n  g e n e r a l  ( T h e o r y )  and  i t s  p r a c t i c e s  

i n  p a r t i c u l a r  ( s p e c i f i c  s c i e n c e s )  i s  a l w a y s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  " l a s t  i n r  

i n s t a n c e "  o n l y  when and i n s o f a r  as a p a r t i c u l a r  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  r e f l e c t s  

o r  i s  i t se l f  a " t h e o r e t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n "  of  t h e o r y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  o r  of  t h e  

p r a c t i c e  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l :  

S o  t h e o r y  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  a d o u b l e  s e n s e :  
f o r  ' t h e o r y '  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  its avn p r a c t i c e ,  d i r e c t l y .  
But  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of a  ' t h e o r y '  t o  its practice, i n s o f a r  
as i t  i s  a t  i s s u e ,  on c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  it is r e f l e c t e d  
a n d  e x p r e s s e d ,  is a l s o  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  Theory 
( t h e  d i a l e c t i c )  i n  which is t h e o r e t i c a l l y  e x p r e s s e d  
t h e  e s s e n c e  of t h e o r e t i c a l  practice i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h r o u g h  
i t  t h e  e s s e n c e  of  p r a c t i c e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  t h r o u g h  i t  
t h e  e s s e n c e  of t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  , of t h e  ' deve lopmen t  ' 
of  t h i n g s  i n  g e n e r a l .  ( A l t h u s s e r  , 1979 :  1 6 9 ) .  

I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of u n i t y  be tween t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e  

rests on t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  i d e n t i t y  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e o r y  w i t h  " d i a l e c t i c a l  

ma te r i a l s rn"  ( T h e o r y )  a s  t h e  t h e o r y  of p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  i n  g e n e r a l .  



F r a n  t h i s  it seems t o  f o l l o w  -- a t  l e a s t  f o r  A l t h u s s e r  -- t h a t  any  t h e o r y  

n o t  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  ' e s s e n c e '  ( p r i n c i p l e s )  o f  " d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m "  is 

n o t  s c i e n t i f i c  b y  d e f i n i t i o n .  It c a n n o t  b e  s c i e n t i f i c  b e c a u s e  i t  f a i l s  t o  

p roduce  knowledge,  i .e. ,  i t s  p r a c t i c e  d o e s  n o t  t r a n s f o r m  its own t h e o r e t i c a l  

a s s u m p t i o n s  ( " t h e o r e t i c a l  s y s t e m " )  i n t o  a  knowledge of  i t s  own p r a c t i c e  

( t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  Theory a t  work)  a s  a  t r u l y  s c i e n t i f i c  p r a c t i c e  would ,  i n  

f a c t ,  do.  I n  s h o r t ,  what i s  a t  i s s u e  i n  A l t h u s s e r ' s  v e r s i o n  of  t h e  u n i t y  

be tween t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e  i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  t h e o r y  t o  i ts - own p r a c t i c e  of 

t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  d i a l e c t i c  a s  well a s  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  by which t h e  p r o d u c t  of 

t h i s  p r a c t i c e  (knowledge)  c a n  be a s s e s s e d  and  e v a l u a t e d .  

I n  a  s e n s e ,  A l t h u s s e r  i s  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge is 

a l w a y s  a  knowledge of t h e o r y .  Z e a l  knowledge ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  is 

t h e  p r o d u c t  of t h o u g h t  o r ,  t o  be  more p r e c i s e ,  of  t h e  t r a n s f o r m i n g  a c t i v i t y  

of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  works  on o u r  c o n c e p t ,  i d e a s  and c a t e g o r i e s  we 

b r i n g  t o  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  w o r l d  we would  l i k e  t o  have  knowledge o f .  

Hence, t h e  knowledge we h a v e  i s  n e v e r  a knowledge  - of t h e  a c t u a l  w o r l d  i n  t h e  

s e n s e  i n  which t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of  i t s  " o b j e c t s "  would be  " i d e n t i c a l "  w i t h  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  of o b j e c t s  t o  b e  f o u n d  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  R a t h e r ,  our  knowledge is 

o n l y  a knowledge a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d  t h r o u g h  t h e  " t h o u g h t - o b j e c t s "  w e  h a v e  

c o n s t r u c t e d  by t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  Moreove r ,  t h i s  knowledge is s c i e n t i f i c  

o r  c o n c r e t e  o n l y  i n s o f a r  as it "reflects" ( e x p r e s s e s )  t h e  d i a l e c t i c s  of i ts  

c o n s t i t u t i o n ;  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of its p r o d u c t i o n .  

F r a  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  it  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  "realt '  o b j e c t  of  t h e o r y  is n o t  

l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  w o r l d ,  f o r  c o n c r e t e  knowledge is n e v e r  a " r e - p r e s e n t -  

a t i o n "  of t h e  e s s e n c e s  of t h i n g s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  g r a s p e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  e i t h e r  

t h r o u g h  t h e  s e n s e s  o r  by i n t u i t i o n .  I n s t e a d ,  t h e  r ea l  " o b j e c t "  of  t h e o r y  is 

a l w a y s  a " t h o u g h t - o b j e c t t '  , i .e., i d e a ,  " p r e c o n c e p t i o n " ,  c o n c e p t ,  e tc . T h i s  



" o b j e c t "  i s  t e rmed  by A l t h u s s e r  a s  t h e  "raw m a t e r i a l "  on which t h e o r e t i c a l  

p r a c t i c e  sets t o  work,  and which  it  c a n e s  t o  t r a n s f o r m  i n t o  s a n e  fo rm of 

c o n c r e t e  knowledge by i t s  p r a c t i c e .  

The d i s c o n t i n u i t y  between o b j e c t s  i n  r e a l i t y  and  t h e  a c t u a l  o b j e c t s  of 

t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge i s  d e v e l o p e d  by A l t h u s s e r  from Gaston B a c h e l a r d ' s  

c o n c e p t  of t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  b r e a k  be tween  t h e  p e r c e p t u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  of  - 
t h e  w o r l d  and  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge  we c a n  h a v e  a b o u t  t h i s  w o r l d .  

Accord ing  t o  B a c h e l a r d ,  t h e  " o b j e c t i v i t y "  of t h e  w o r l d  i s  n o t  g i v e n  t o  

p e r c e p t i o n  b u t  must  be e s t a b l i s h e d  by s c i e n c e :  

I n  my o p i n i o n ,  e p i s t e m o l o g y  mus t  a c c e p t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
p o s t u l a t e :  The o b j e c t  c a n n o t  be  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  an  
immedia t e  ' o b j e c t i v e ' ;  i n  o t h e r  words ,  a  p r o g r e s s  
t oward  t h e  o b j e c t  i s  n o t  i n i t i a l l y  a n  o b j e c t i v e  one .  
One must t h e r e f o r e  a c c e p t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a r e a l  b r e a k  
( r u p t u r e  ) between p e r c e p t u a l  knowledge  and  s c i e n t i f i c  
knowledge.  ( i n  T h e r b o r n ,  1976 :58) 

A l t h u s s e r  f u l l y  a c c e p t s  B a c h e l a r d ' s  n o t i o n  of t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  b r e a k  

be tween ou r  p e r c e p t i o n  of t h e  w o r l d  o f  t h i n g s  and ou r  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge 

a b o u t  t h i s  v e r y  same wor ld .  However, by a c c e p t i n g  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  A l t h u s s e r  

f i n d s  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  midd le  o f  a n o t h e r  " r u p t u r e " :  h e  must r e c o n c i l e  t h e  

" e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  r u p t u r e "  be tween i 3 a c h e l a r d 1 s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e o r e t i c a l  

knowledge a n d  t h e  Marxian i n s p i r e d  c o n c e p t  of t h e  u n i t y  of t h e o r y  and  

p r a c t i c e  a s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  r e l a t i o n  be tween  t h e o r y  and  r e a l i t y .  To r e s o l v e  

t h e  a p p a r e n t  i r r e c o n c i l a b i l i t y  of t h e s e  t w o  p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  n a t u r e  of  

t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge,  A l t h u s s e r  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  a t h e o r y  of  knowledge t h a t  

c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  r e t a i n e d  t h e  b e s t  of  t w o  p o s s i b l e  w o r l d s :  ( 1  ) it m a i n t a i n s  

t h e  n o t i o n  of  t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  b r e a k  as  t h e  b a s i c  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween 

s c i e n c e  and i d e o l o g y ,  i .e . , it f u n c t i o n s  a s  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  

knowledge ,  and  ( 2 )  it  ( A l t h u s s e r  's t h e o r y  o f  knowledge ) i n t r o d u c e s  " m a t e r i a l  

r e a l i t y "  i n t o  t h e o r y  by L i n k i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h e o r y  f o r m a t i o n s  w i t h  
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t h e  M a r x i s t  c m c e p t i o n  of t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of soc ia l  f o r m s .  T h i s  i n g e n i o u s  

s o l u t i o n  r e s u l t s  n o t  on ly  i n  a  mere r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  be tween  French r a t i o n a l -  

i s m  and  Marx ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  b u t  h a s  t h e  f o r t u n a t e  outcome of  

s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  proof of  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  n a b u r e  of t h e  t h e o r y  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  

Thus,  A l t h u s s e r ' s  s o l u t i o n  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of t h e  " s c i e n t i f i c  

p r i n c i p l e s "  of M a r x i s t  "phi losophy"  i t se l f .  Moreove r ,  A l t h u s s e r ' s  s o l u t i o n  

a p p e a r s  t o  him a l s o  a s  t h e  only s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r y  of  s c i e n c e  and  i d e o l o g y .  

But how d o e s  A l t h u s s e r  a r r i v e  a t  t h i s  happy c o i n c i d e n c e  of s c i e n t i f i c  Marx- 

i sm ( t h e  t h e o r y  of p roduc t ion  ) and French r a t i o n a l i s m ?  

A l t h u s s e r ' s  s c i e n t i f i c  Marxism, t h e n ,  i s  t h e  outcome of h i s  t h e o r y  of 

t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of knowledge a s  a p r o c e s s  of  t h e o r e t i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  

\Vhat g e t  t o  be t r a n s f o r m e d  by t h e o r y  ( t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e )  a r e  t h e  "raw 

m a t e r i a l s "  of t h e o r y  ( p e r c e p t u a l  knowledge,  p r e - s c i e n t i f i c  n o t i o n s ,  i d e a s ,  

etc. ) i n t o  o b j e c t i v e  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  s c i e n t i f i c  "knowledges" of  t h e o r e t i c a l  

r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  purged from any traces of " s u b j e c t i v i t y "  o r  h i d d e n  i d e o l o g i c a l  

p u r p o s e s  c a n  g i v e  u s  a c c u r a t e  knowledge a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d .  

S c i e n t i f i c  P r a c t i c e  a t  Work 

The p r o c e s s  by which t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  t r a n s f o r m  "raw m a t e r i a l s "  

i n t o  c o n c r e t e  knowledges is i d e n t i f i e d  by  A l t h u s s e r  as  a  series of a b s t r a c t -  

i o n s ,  o r  a s  " g e n e r a l i t i e s "  of d i f f e r e n t  l o g i c a l  t y p e s .  S c i e n t i f i c  p r a c t i c e ,  

t h e n ,  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  o n e  set  of  a b s t r a c t  g e n e r a l i t i e s  

b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of s i t u a t i o n s  and  e v e n t s  i n t o  t h e  c o n c r e t e  knowledge 

of  c o n c r e t e  s i t u a t i o n s  and e v e n t s .  &It how is t h i s  p r a c t i c e  c a p a b l e  of 

t r a n s f o r m i n g  vague  and i m p r e c i s e  g e n e r a l  a b s t r a c t i o n s  i n t o  p a r t i c u l a r  and  

p r e c i s e  "knowledges" a b o u t  c o n c r e t e  r e l a t i o n s  b o t h  i n  t h e o r y  and i n  

9 
r e a l i t y ?  I n  f a c t ,  A l t h u s s e r  n e v e r  r e a l l y  a n s w e r s  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ;  i n s t e a d ,  



he p r o v i d e s  u s  w i t h  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  s t e p s  and t h e  e l e m e n t s  i n v o l v e d  i n  

t h i s  act of  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n .  

O b v i o u s l y ,  any t h e o r y  t h a t  a d v o c a t e s  a c r i t e r i o n  of " s c i e n t i f  i c i t y  I t  

b a s e d  on s a n e  form of immedia te  ( u n m e d i a t e d )  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  o r  e s s e n t i a l  

i d e n t i t y  between o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d  o b j e c t s  i n  t h o u g h t  ( t h e o r e t i c a l  

c o n c e p t s )  i s  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  A l t h u s s e r  . According t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  t h e r e  i s  

n o  s u c h  c o n v e n i e n t  r e l a t i o n  of  c o m p l i c i t y  between r e a l  o b j e c t s  and t h e  

1 0  
o b j e c t s  of t h o u g h t .  S c i e n t i f i c  work is n o t  abou t  t h e  c o r r e c t  a d j u s t m e n t  

of ou r  p e r c e p t u a l  knowledge t o  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of t h e  e s s e n c e  of  o b j e c t s  i n  

r e a l i t y .  Such a n  assumpt ion  abou t  t h e  c m p l i c i t y  between t h o u g h t  o b j e c t s  

and  r e a l  o b j e c t s  rests on t h e  a s sumpt ion  t h a t  knowledge is i n h e r e n t  i n  

"real o b j e c t s " ,  and t h e r e f o r e  a l l  t h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  f r m  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  

i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  a b s t r a c t i o n  of t h i s  i n h e r e n t  knowledge by a t h i n k i n g  s u b j e c t .  

These a s s u m p t i o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r  , are mere ly  t h e  problems of  " t h e  

e m p i r i c i s t  i d e o l o g y "  of "bourgeo i s  p h i l o s o p h y " ,  and  t h e r e f  o r e  t h e y  d o  n o t  

a p p e a r  e i t h e r  as  a s sumpt ions  o r  a s  p r o b l e m a t i c s  w i t h i n  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  

t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  o r  as " d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m "  ( s e e  A l t h u s s e r ,  1979: 

190-1) .  

I n s t e a d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r  , w i t h i n  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  

p r a c t i c e s  o u r  f i r s t  assumpt ion  is t h a t  knowledge i s  n e i t h e r  i n  t h e  o b j e c t  

n o r  i n  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of t h e  s u b j e c t  who becomes aware  of t h i s  o b j e c t .  

Ra ther ,  knowledge is t h e  p roduc t  of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e ;  i .e., t h e  p r o d u c t  

of t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  of ou r  p r e c o n c e p t i o n s ,  p r e c e p t s ,  i d e o l o g i c a l  f i l t e r s  

and o t h e r  v a g u e  a b s t r a c t i o n s  we migh t  b r i n g  t o  t h e  w o r l d  of o b j e c t s  when we 

p r o p o s e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i t .  

Accord ing  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  t h e  v a g u e  a n d  g e n e r a l  a b s t r a c t i o n s  we b r i n g  t o  

p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e  one  of  t h e  series of " g e n e r a l i t i e s "  of 



t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  namely "Genera l i ty  I". T h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  c o n s i s t s  

of a  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of "Gene ra l i t y  1" i n t o  " G e n e r a l i t y  III", or i n t o  "con- 

crete knowledge" by " G e n e r a l i t y  11". f f G e n e r a l i t y  11" is ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  

d e t e r m i n a n t  moment of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c i t y  of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e ;  it is t h e  

"manent" o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n o f  c o n c r e t e  knowledge f r a n  "raw m a t e r i a l s ; "  i t  i s  

t h e  manent o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  i t s e l f .  

A s  s u c h ,  " G e n e r a l i t y  11" e n j o y s  a  r a t h e r  p r i v i l e g e d  s t a t u s  i n  A l t h u s s e r ' s  

t h e o r y  of t h e  p roduc t ion  of knowledge. 

" G e n e r a l i t y  11" a s  t h e  "de terminant  moment" of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  

i s  n e i t h e r  t h e  r e s u l t  of a  d i r e c t  development o f  " G e n e r a l i t y  I" n o r  is it 

i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  " G e n e r a l i t y  111"; i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  " G e n e r a l i t y  11" d o e s  n o t  

r e p r e s e n t  a  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  deg ree  between " G e n e r a l i t y  I" and " G e n e r a l i t y  11" 

b u t ,  i n  f a c t ,  it i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  i n  k i n d .  To b e  more p r e c i s e ,  " G e n e r a l i t y  

11" a c t s  a s  a s e l e c t i v e  mechanism; it i s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  which d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  

r a n g e  and t h e  n a t u r e  of problems t o  be s e l e c t e d  f r a n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  pre-  

s u p p o s i t i o n s  of a  s c i e n c e ,  o r  of a " p r e - s c i e n t i f i c  f  o r m a t i o n  .IB  It is  i n  t h i s  

s e n s e  i n  which A l t h u s s e r ' s  " G e n e r a l i t y  11" a p p e a r s  t o  u s  t o  b e  a n  "epistemo- 

l o g i c a l  r u p t u r e "  between p e r c e p t u a l  knowledge - of t h e  w o r l d  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  

knowledge a b o u t  t h i s  wor ld .  

Moreover,  i n  A l t h u s s e r l s  schema, t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  d i s c o n t i n u i t y  

be tween t h e  two  t y p e s  of " g e n e r a l i t i e s "  p r o v i d e s  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  i f  n o t  

s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  of s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge.  T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  i s  b u i l t  i n t o  

A l t h u s s e r  ' s i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  c o n c r e t e  knowledge  is a l w a y s  a knowledge  of 

t h o u g h t  o b j e c t s  and t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of  s c i e n t i f i c  a b s t r a c t i o n s  must a lways  

o c c u r  w i t h i n  t h o u g h t .  

A l t h u s s e r  's i n s i s t e n c e  on t h e  p r o p e r  l o c u s  of s c i e n t i f i c  a b s t r a c t i o n s  

h a s  two r a t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  consequences  f o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge  i n  g e n e r a l  



and f o r  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  F i r s t ,  A l t h u s s e r ' s  n o t i o n  of t h e  

" e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  r u p t u r e "  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of t h e  s u b j e c t  f r a n  

t h e  p r o c e s s  of  knowledge and t h e o r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Thus, it asserts t h a t  

c o n c r e t e  knowledge is  a l w a y s  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v e .  t . loreover, it d i r e c t s  a t t e n t -  

i o n  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e o r y  c m s t r ~ ~ c t i o n  ( p r o d u c t i o n  of c o n c r e t e  knowledge)  

must a l w a y s  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h i n  though t ,  hence  t h e  p r i v i l e g e d  s t a t u s  o f  

11 
t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  o v e r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a c c o u n t s  of s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s .  

Second ly ,  A l t h u s s e r  I s  t h e o r y  of t h e  p rope r  l i m i t s  of s c i e n t i f i c  know- 

l e d g e  a l s o  p e r f o r m s  a number of impor t an t  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  h i s  

t h e o r y  of  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s  of Marxism. Of t h e s e ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  

most  i m p o r t a n t  is t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c i t y  o f t h e  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  . 

of p r o d u c t i o n  i t s e l f .  A l t h u s s e r  1s flproof t r a n s p o s e s  -- o r  t o  be more  

p r e c i s e ,  t r a n s u b s t a n t i a t e s  -- t h e  c e n t r a l  c o n c e p t  of t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  con -  

c e p t i o n  of  h i s t o r y ,  "p roduc t ion" ,  i n t o  t h e  r e a l m  of e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  

p r i n c i p l e s  w h e r e  it comes t o  demons t r a t e  t h e  o n t o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  

m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  o p e r a t i o n s  and t h e  f i n a l  j u s t  if i c a t i o n s  of human knowledge 

i t s e l f .  Knowledge, i n  A l t h u s s e r ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i s  produced j u s t  l i k e  o t h e r  

s o c i a l  p r o d u c t s  i n  h i s t o r y  a r e  produced,  b u t  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o d u c t i o n  of know- 

l e d g e ,  i t s  p r a c t i c e ,  is c o n s t r a i n e d  n o t  by c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  

h i s t o r y ,  b u t  o n l y  by i ts own c o n d i t i o n s  " w i t h i n  t h o u g h t " ,  i ~ e . ,  by its 

"raw m a t e r i a l s "  s u c h  a s  its a b s t r a c t  and c o n c r e t e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s .  

The t h e o r y  t h a t  g i v e s  u s  c o n c r e t e  knowledge of  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  cm- 

d i t i o n s  and  means  of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  i s  t h e  

g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  of  p r o d u c t i o n  : l l d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m  "- And s i n c e ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  Marx h i m s e l f  h a s  b a s e d  h i s  t h e o r y  of p r o d u c t i o n  on 

t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of  " d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m " ,  h i s  t h e o r y  of p r o d u c t i o n  i s  



s c i e n t i f i c  b e c a u s e  i t  shows (demons t ra tes )  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  d i a l e c t i c  a t  

work. I n  a  s e n s e ,  t h i s  is a  v e r y  c i r c u l a r  argument ;  it a s s e r t s  t h a t  Marx- 

ism i s  s c i e n t i f i c  because  i t  is  based on t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h e  

p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  p roduc t ion  of knowledge, i . e . ,  on "Marx i s t  p r i n c i p l e s "  

which, in  t u r n ,  a r e  s c i e n t i f i c  because they  ' r e f l e c t '  " the e s s e n c e  of t h e  

'development '  of t h i n g s  i n  g e n e r a l . "  ( A l t h u s s e r ,  1979:169) 

Yet A l t h u s s e r ' s  c i r c u l a r i t y  i n  a r g u i n g  is n o t  w h o l l y  t h e  p roduc t  of h i s  

own t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  o c c u r r i n g  "within h i s  t h o u g h t s " .  H i s  t h e o r y  of 

t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  a s  t h e  product ion of c o n c r e t e  knowledge i s  n o t  incon-  

s i s t e n t  w i t h  a  r a t h e r  l i t e r a l  " reading"  of t h e  p r e m i s e s  of t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  

c o n c e p t i o n  of  h i s t o r y .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  t h e  t h e o r y  of t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of 

knowledge is i n f e r r e d  by A l t h u s s e r  from a r a t h e r  r i g o r o u s  and p e r h a p s  a  

much t o o  l i t e r a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  t h e o r y  of t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of s o c i a l  forrn- 

a t i o n s .  

A l t h u s s e r ' s  t h e o r y  of " t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e "  a s  a  t h e o r y  of t h e  p roduc t -  

i o n  of " t h e o r e t i c a l  f o r m a t i o n s "  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e p t  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  

r e l a t i o n  of u n i t y  between t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e .  A s  s u c h ,  it may b e  s e e n  as 

a  t h e o r e t i c a l  deve lopnen t  from t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  of h i s t o r y  i n  

o r d e r  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of i t s  premises  by t h e  on ly  p o s s i b l e ,  

i .e., a c c e p t a b l e ,  methods s u g g e s t e d  by a  M a r x i s t  "philosophy".  I n  o t h e r  

words, A l t h u s s e r ,  as  a  p h i l o s o p h e r  who t a k e s  h i s  t a s k  s e r i o u s l y ,  h a s  set  

out  t o  "prove" t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n s  of t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  of h i s t o r y  

on g rounds  t h a t  are c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  what might  be s e e n  a s  a  M a r x i s t  ep i s t emo-  

logy.  The f a c t  t h a t  A l t h u s s e r  , i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of h i s  d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  a c t u a l l y  

c a n e s  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  of t h i s  M a r x i s t  e p i s t e m o l o g y ,  h a s  t h e  added 

conven ience  of "proving"  t h e  c o n s i s t e n c y  of h i s  t h e o r y  of t h e  producticxl  of 

knowledge w i t h  Marx 's  t h e o r y  of t h e  "p roduc t ion"  of s o i c a l  f o r m a t i o n s ,  o r  



t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  of h i s t o r y .  Hence, A l t h u s s e r ' s  t h e o r y  of t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n  of knowledge c a n  appear b o t h  a s  ( 1 )  a  d i r e c t  and  c o n s i s t e n t  

development of t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  of h i s t o r y  i n t o  a M a r x i s t  

"phi losophy" ,  a n d  (2)  a s  an a t t e m p t  t o  gua ran tee  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c ,  i .e ., 
p o s i t i v i s t  g r o u n d s  of  t h e  t h e o r y  of t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  h i s t o r y  

( t h e  " m a t e r i a l i s t  d i a l e c t i c " ) ,  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  nobody seems t o  

b e  a s k i n g  f o r  j u s t  such  a "proof" ,  

( 1 )  By a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge ( c o n c r e t e  knowledge )  i s  t h e  

p roduc t  o f  t h e  t r a n s f o r m i n g  a c t i v i t y  of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  A l t h u s s e r  

a l s o  a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e o r y  h a s  a  f t m a t e r i a l "  e x i s t e n c e .  To p u t  it 

a n o t h e r  way, "Theory" ( d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m  ) is n e i t h e r  g i v e n  - a 

p r i o r i  i n  a  c o n c r e t e  form n o r  i s  i t s  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  s t a t u s  dependen t  

on t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of " s u b j e c t s "  performing t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i . t y .  

R a t h e r ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge,  llTheory", is c o n s t r u c t e d  a n d  known 

t h r o u g h  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t ~ .  T h i s  is  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p r e m i s e s  o f  

t h e  material is t  c o n c e p t i o n  of h i s t o r y ,  i .e., w i t h  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  

"the same men who e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  

t h e i r  m a t e r i a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  produce  a l s o  p r i n c i p l e s ,  i d e a s  and  

c a t e g o r i e s ,  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  t h e i r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s "  (Marx,  1 9 7 5  

[1844 : l o g ) .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n s t r u c t s  are t h e  " p r o d u c t s "  

of o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  and  are n o t  t h e  mani-  

f e s t a t i o n s  o f  s u b j e c t i v e  p r o c e s s e s ,  even  i f  a t  f i r s t  t h e y  m i g h t  a p p e a r  

t o  b e  so .  

Moreove r ,  A l t h u s s e r ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  on t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  dis- 

c o n t i n u i t y  bet ween " p r e - s c i e n t i f  i c  and s c i e n t i f i c  know l e d g e  i n  t h e  

p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of knowledge,  i n t r o d u c e s  h i s  t h e o r y  of 

i d e o l o g y  as  a s p e c i f i c  form of f l t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e " .  A l t h u s s e r ' s  



i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  i d e o l o g y  i s  a  " r e a l  s t r u c t u r e "  i n  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  

f o r m a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  a  p roper ty  of t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of "sub- 

jects", makes i d e o l o g y  i n t o  a  f a c t  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  To put  

it s imply ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  ideo logy  is n o t  a  m a t t e r  of f a l s e  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of r e a l i t y  b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  it is a  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  

and o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  product ion p r o c e s s e s  of 

knowledge : 

I n  t r u t h ,  ideo logy  h a s  v e r y  l i t t l e  t o  do w i t h  
' consc iousness ' ,  even supposing t h i s  t e rm t o  have  
an ambiguous meaning. It i s  profoundly u n c o n s c i o u s ,  
e v e n  when it p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f  i n  a  r e f l e c t e d  form 
( a s  i n  pre-Marxist  ' ph i losophy '  ) . Ideology is 
i n d e e d  a  system of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  b u t  i n  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  of c a s e s  t h e s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  have n o t h i n g  
t o  do w i t h  ' c m s c i o u s n e s s ' :  t h e y  a r e  u s u a l l y  images  
and  o c c a s i o n a l l y  c o n c e p t s ,  b u t  it is above a l l  a s  
s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  t h e y  impose on t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of 
men, n o t  v i a  t h e i r  ' consc iousness  '. They a r e  p e r c e i v e d -  
a c c e p t e d - s u f f e r e d  c u l t u r a l  o b j e c t s  and t h e y  a c t  f u n c t i o n -  
a l l y  on men v i a  a  p r o c e s s  t h a t  e s c a p e s  them. Men ' l i v e '  
t h e i r  i d e o l o g i e s  a s  t h e  c a r t e s i a n  'saw'  o r  d i d  n o t  see 
-- i f  he  was look inq  a t  i t  -- t h e  moon two hundred paces  - 
away; mot a t  a l l  a s  a  form of c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  b u t  a s  an  
o b j e c t  of t h e i r  'wor ld '  -- a s  t h e i r  'wor ld '  i t s e l f .  

A l t h u s s e r ' s  t h e o r y  of ideo logy  a p p e a r s  t o  be c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  Marx 's  

concep t  of i d e o l o g y  which s u g g e s t  t h a t  i d e o l o g i e s  a r e  gounded i n .  

m a t e r i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  Moreover, a s  A l t h u s s e r  s u g g e s t s ,  n o t  o n l y  i s  

i d e o l o g y  n o t  - a produc t  of ' c o n s c i o u s n e s s ' ,  bu t  ' c o n s c i o u s n e s s '  i t s e l f  

i s ,  i n  sane s e n s e ,  a  s o c i a l  p roduc t  (cf  . Marx, 1976 ) - However, 

A l t h u s s e r ' s  development of t h e  t h e o r y  of i d e o l o g y  amounts  t o  more t h a n  

a  f a i t h f u l  f o l l o w i n g  of a t r a d i t i o n  c h a r t e d  by Marx. A l t h u s s e r ' s  

t h e o r y  of i d e o l o g y  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  d e n a r c a t i o n  l i n e  between 

s c i e n t i f i c  Marxism and a t h e r  t h e o r i e s  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  

( 2  ) S c i e n t i f i c  p r a c t i c e ,  o r  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  a l o n e  

p roduces  knowledge of the " c o n c r e t e " ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r  , c a n  never  



b e  r e d u c e d  t o  its "raw m a t e r i a l s f 1  -- i .e . , t o  t h e  n p r e c o n c e p t i o n s "  

b r o u g h t  t o  a s i t u a t i o n ,  o r  t o  " G e n e r a l i t y  I" -- n o r  is it i d e n t i c a l  

w i t h  its "product" ,  t h e  c o n c r e t e  "knowledge" of " G e n e r a l i t y  111". To 

be  more s p e c i f i c ,  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge is n o t  r e d u c i b l e  t o  i ts  o r i g i n s ,  

no r  is i t  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  i t s  p a r t i c u l a r  u s e s  i n  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  forrn- 

a t i o n s  ( s o c i e t i e s ) .  I n s t e a d ,  " t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e "  d e s i g n a t e s  a 

"moment" i n  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of a t h e o r y .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  it 

d e s c r i b e s  a moment i n  t h e o r y ;  a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  o c c u r s  w h o l l y  

" w i t h i n  t h o u g h t " .  T h i s  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  a s  a p r o d u c t i v e  a c t i v i t y  h a s  

i ts  own autonomous e f f e c t ,  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  it c a n  

n e v e r  be r e d u c e d  t o  o t h e r  l e v e l s  of p r a c t i c e  w i t h i n  s o c i a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  

I d e o l o g y ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  e x h i b i t s  no  s i g n s  of  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  

p roduce  autonomous " e f f e c t s " .  I d e o l o g y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r  , is 

c a u g h t  by t h e o r e t i c a l  c l o s u r e ;  i ts  t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  c o n s i s t s  o f  

ma tch ing  t h e o r e t i c a l  " p r e c o n c e p t i o n s t '  ( I 1 G e n e r a l i t y  I") w i t h  " o b j e c t s "  

i n  t h e  w o r l d .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  i d e o l o g y  i s  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  c l o s u r e ,  

b e c a u s e  i n s t e a d  of t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s ,  it f o r c e s  

a r e l a t i o n  of  c o m p l i c i t y  be tween " p r e c o n c e p t i o n s "  a b o u t  t h e  w o r l d  w i t h  

t h e  o b j e c t s  and  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  make u p + t h a t  wor ld .  An i d e o l o g i c a l  

p r a c t i c e ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  " d e n i e s  t h e  r e a l i t y  of  t h e o r e t i c a l  

p r a c t i c e "  (1979:192).  

But why i s  A l t h u s s e r  s o  o b s e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  autonomous  effects  and  

t h e  o n t o l o g i c a l  r e a l i t y  of " t h e o r e t i c a l  practice"? The answer  is 

a l m o s t  t o o  s i m p l e :  A l t h u s s e r ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  of  t h e  a u t o n a n y  of 

" t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e "  p r o v i d e s  him w i t h  a  "proof I t  f m t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  M a r x i s t  p r i n c i p l e s  upon which h e  h a s  b a s e d  h i s  t h e o r y  

of  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of knowledge.  A s  C a l l i n i c o s  h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  (1976: 



5 3 - 7 7 ) ,  t h e  t h e o r y  of  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  ( p r o d u c t i o n  of  knowledge )  

i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  A l t h u s s e r l s  method f o r  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  v a l i d -  

i t y  o f  M a r x i s t  "ph i lo sophyf f  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  r e s o r t  t o  t h e  me thods  of  

v e r i f i c a t i o n  proposed .  by e m p i r i c i s m .  A l t h u s s e r  I s  "proof l1 p r o p o s e s  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  scientific it.^ of Marxism on t h e  b a s i s  of  M a r x i s t  p r i n c i -  

p l e s  t h a t  reject ,  a  p r i o r i ,  any  need  f o r  e x t e r n a l  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  

These M a r x i s t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  t h e n ,  f o r m  A l t h u s s e r  's M a r x i s t  " p h i l o s o -  

pClytf, o r  h i s  t h e o r y  .of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  h i s  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  of 

p r o d u c t i o n .  For  A l t h u s s e r ,  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  v a l i d i t y  of  t h e  t h e o r y  of 

t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  i s  g i v e n  by d e f i n i t i o n , ;  it i s  s c i e n t i f i c  b e c a u s e  

it p r o d u c e s  knowledge a b o u t  t h e o r e t g c a l  p r a c t i c e s ;  it p r o d u c e s  i t s  own 

t h e o r y .  A l t h u s s e r t s  circle is  now f u l l y  ccxnpleted,  y e t  a s  C a l l i n i c o s  

p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h i s  c i rc le  h a s  been  drawn on t h e  v e r y  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  i t  

was meant t o  f o r c e  o u t :  

. . . t h e  r o l e  t h e  t h e o r y  of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  p l a y s  
i n  A l t h u s s e r ' s  s y s t e m  i n v o l v e s  a r e l a p s e  i n t o  t h e  
b o u r g e o i s  ep i s t e rno logy  h e  h a s  s o  v i g o r o u s l y  c r i t i c i s e d .  
For A l t h u s s e r  c a n  now r e s o l v e  t h e  problem of s c i e n t i f i c i t y ;  
t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  c a n  c o g n i t i v e l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  i ts  rea l  
o b j e c t  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it t a k e s  p l a c e  c o m p l e t e l y  i n  
t h o u g h t  b e c a u s e  t h o u g h t  and  t h e  r ea l  a r e  homologous -- 
t h e y  p o s s e s s  an  i d e n t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h a t  of p r a c t i c e .  
( C a l l i n i c o s ,  1 9 7 6  :76)  

To c o n c l u d e ,  t h e n ,  A l t h u s s e r  I s  t h e o r y  of t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  i n v o l v e s  

a t r a n s p o s i t i o n  of  Marx1s  t h e o r y  of p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n s  i n t o  

t h e  r e a l m s  of t h e o r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  T h i s  t r a n s p o s i t i o n  is p r e d i c a t e d  on an  

assumed i d e n t i t y  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  of s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e  and t h e o r e t i c a l  

p r a c t i c e .  A l t h u s s e r  I s  t h e o r y  rests on a n  assumed r e l a t i o n  of c o m p l i c i t y  

be tween  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  practice t h a t  p r o d u c e s  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  and  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  p r o d u c e s  o u r  knowledge of t h i s  r e a l i t y .  

I n  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  A l t h u s s e r l s  q u e s t i o n  wh ich  opened t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  h a s  



been a n s w e r e d ;  t h e  p r o b l m a t i c  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween t h e o r y  and  

p r a c t i c e  h a s  been  r e s o l v e d .  Not only  d o t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e  p o s s e s s  an  

i d e n t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  bu t  t h e o r y  c a n  p roceed  on i t s  autonomous c o u r s e  w i t h o u t  

any  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i n  which  it  o p e r a t e s .  Moreover,  t h i s  

s a v e  t h e o r y  -- i n s o f a r  a s  i t  " r e f l e c t s "  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  d i a l e c t i c ,  i .e., 

t h e  " e s s e n c e  of t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of t h i n g s  i n  g e n e r a l "  -- is, i n  f a c t ,  

A l t h u s s e r ' s  g u i d e  f o r  p r a c t i c a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n t o  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  Hence, 

A l t h u s s e r  's t h e o r y  of t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of kn owledge ,  h i s  "Theory", a p p e a r s  

n o t  o n l y  a s  t h e  t h e o r y  of t h e o r i e s  i n  g e n e r a l  b u t ,  more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  it 

a p p e a r s  a s  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  p r a c t i c e  of M a r x i s t  p o l i t i c s .  1 2  

A l t h u s s e r l s  d i s t i n c t i o n  between s c i e n t i f i c  p r a c t i c e  and i d e o l o g i c a l  

p r a c t i c e  w i t h i n  t h e  r ea lm of t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of knowledge 

h a s  i n f l u e n c e d  a number of s o c i a l  t h e o r i s t s  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y  y e a r s .  

Manuel C a s t e l l s  h a s  been one of t h e s e  t h e o r i s t s ;  h i s  app roach  t o  t h e  

" p r o b l e m a t i c s "  of urban  s o c i o l o g y  and t h e  m e t h o d s  by which a  t h e o r y  of 

u r b a n  p h e n m e n a  c a n  be b u i l t  show a  p r a c t i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  A l t h u s s e r l s  

d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween t h e  r e a l m  of s c i e n c e  a n d  i d e o l o g y .  Remembering t h a t  

A l t h u s s e r ' s  c o n c e p t  of s c i e n c e  i s  p r e d i c a t e d  on t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  

r e a l  o b j e c t  of  t h e o r y  a s  i t s  g e n e r a l  a b s t r a c t i o n s  b r o u g h t  t o  s i t u a t i o n s  

s e e n  a s  " p r o b l e m a t i c " ,  and  t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  " t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e "  c o n s i s t s  

of  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of t h e s e  g e n e r a l  a b s t r a c t i o n s  i n t o  c o n c r e t e  knowledge 

v i a  t h o u g h t ,  we are m i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  t u r n  t o  C a s t e l l s t  p a r t i c u l a r  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of A l t h u s s e r l s  g e n e r a l  t h e o r y  of t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of knowledge.  

The n e x t  s e c t i o n  i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  g r o u n d s  on which C a s t e l l s  e s t a b l i s h e s  

t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  n a t u r e  of u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and t h e  methods  by 

which " t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e "  m i g h t  p r o d u c e  an  u r b a n  t h e o r y  t h a t  w i l l  g i v e  

c o n c r e t e  a n d  " s c i e n t i f i c t 1  knowledge of u r b a n  p r o c e s s e s .  
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7.3 Manuel C a s t e l l s :  Urban Theory a s  a  Theore t ica l  P r a c t i c e  

Manuel C a s t e l l s l  approach t o  urban sociology is  based on t h e  Althusser-  

i a n  d i s t i n c t i o n  between sc ience  and ideology. However, C a s t e l l s l  a p p l i c a t i o n  

of A l thus se r ' s  concept of t h e  proper realm of s c i ence  and t h e  r o l e  of 

i d e o l o g i c a l  knowledge i n  soc i a l  l i f e  is both less p o s i t i v i s t  and more 

i n c l u s i v e  i n  i ts  understanding of t h e  s o c i a l  demands made on t h e  production 

of knowledge. To be more prec ise ,  ~ a s t e l l s '  approach t o  t h e o r e t i c a l  \:now- 

l edge  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  more f l e x i b l e  boundary between t h e  

proper domains of sc ience  and ideology than has  been suggested by Al thusser .  

C a s t e l l s l  concept  of t h e  " theo re t i ca l  ob j ec t "  of s c i ence ,  un l ike  

A l t h u s s e r l s ,  r ecogn izes  more r e a d i l y  t h e  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e o r e t i c a l  

a c t i v i t y  i n  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  t heo r i z ing .  tdoreover, C a s t e l l s '  no t ion  of 

t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of s o c i a l  t h e o r i z i n g  al lows f o r  a more 

p r a c t i c a l  understanding of how t h i s  a c t i v i t y  f u n c t i o n s  i n  a  conc re t e  s o c i a l  

s e t t i n g .  

C a s t e l l s '  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  Al thusser ian  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 

sc i ence  and ideology  p re sen t s  a l s o  t h e  d e v e l o p e n t  of h i s  urban theory  a s  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  domain of t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  ~ u r n i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s l  no t ion  of 

s c i ence  we f i n d  t h a t  it is s i m i l a r  t o  A l t h u s s e r l s  no t ion :  a  s c i ence  is  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  p r imar i l y  by t h e  n a t u r e  of its " t h e o r e t i c a l  ob j ec t " ,  or by 

t h e  product of  t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y ,  namely "Genera l i ty  111. " However, 

C a s t e l l s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  " t h e o r e t i c a l  o b j e c t  ", i .e., "General i ty  III", 

might e x i s t  simply a s  a  "response t o  a s o c i a l  demand f o r  knowledge of sane  

a s p e c t  of c o n c r e t e  r e a l i t y  l1 ( l976b :6O).  I n  o the r  words, t h e  " t h e o r e t i c a l  

object ' l  of a  l e g i t i m a t e  s c i ence  is no t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  under- 

s t and ing  of t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of i ts  concep t s ,  b u t  can e x i s t  a s  a  s p e c i f i c  

a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  For C a s t e l l s ,  theory  



is  s c i e n t i f i c  n o t  only i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  own "p rac t i ce" ,  a s  Al thusser  has  

suggested,  b u t  a l s o  by i t s  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  an a c t u a l  "ob jec t "  i n  r e a l i t y .  

C a s t e l l s  g i v e s  t h e  fo l lowing  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  requi rements  f o r  t h e  s c i en -  

t i f  i c  s t a t u s  of t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y :  

The s c i e n t i f i c  ob j ec t  of a  d i s c i p l i n e  i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  
by t h e  set of concepts  developed t o  account f o r  t h e  
v a r i m s  r e a l  o b j e c t s  t h e  s c i e n c e  i s  claimed t o  ana lyze .  
It is  t h u s  pos s ib l e  t o  conce ive  of t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of 
a  s c i e n c e  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  domain of r e a l i t y :  i n  such 
a  c a s e  one would t a l k  of s p e c i a l i z e d  t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t -  
i v i t y .  However, a  s c i e n c e  e i t h e r  gene ra l  or p a r t i c u l a r  
which h a s  n e i t h e r  a s p e c i f i c  t h e o r e t i c a l  ob j ec t  nor a 
s p e c i f i c  r e a l  ob j ec t  does n o t  e x i s t  a s  a  s c i ence .  This  
does  n o t  mean t h a t  it may no t  have an i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
e x i s t e n c e ,  i n s o f a r  a s  it is s o c i a l l y  recognized a s  cap-  
a b l e  of producing knowledge. (1976b 360) 

Thus, a  s p e c i a l i z e d  t h e o r e t i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of a  " p a r t i c u l a r  dcrnain 

of r e a l i t y "  based on t h e  Al thusser ian  p r i n c i p l e s  of s c i e n c e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

such an a c t i v i t y  could  c o n s t i t u t e  a  form of s c i e n t i f i c  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  

production of knowledge. For C a s t e l l s ,  t h e n ,  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

l eg i t imacy  of v a r i o u s  t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  : ( a )  t h e o r e t i c a l  s p e c i f i c -  

i t y ,  i .e. ,  a  d i s t i n c t  " t h e o r e t i c a l  o b j e c t ,  " and i f  no t  ( a ) ,  a t  l e a s t  ( b )  a  

s p e c i f i c  " r ea l "  ( a c t u a l )  o b j e c t ,  i - e . ,  a  d i s t i n c t  d m a i n  of r e a l i t y .  Any 

t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  does n o t  meet t h e  requi rements  s p e c i f i e d  by 

e i t h e r  ( a )  o r  ( b )  cannot  be cons idered  product ive  of s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge. 

However, a s  C a s t e l l s  a rgues ,  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  without  a  d i s t i n c t  

" t h e o r e t i c a l  o b j e c t "  can still c l a im  ep i s t emolog ica l  s t a t u s  on t h e  grounds 

t h a t  "it is  s o c i a l l y  recognized  a s  capable  of producing knowledge" (1976b: 

60) .  However, a cco rd ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  such t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  produces 

" ideo log ica l "  knowledge. S ince  i d e o l o g i c a l  knowledge mi s r ep re sen t s  r e a l i t y ,  

i t  h a s  no d i s t i n c t  and s p e c i f i c  " t h e o r e t i c a l  ob j ec t s j ' t ha t  c o n s t i t u t e  i t s  

exp lana t ions .  

Yet, acco rd ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  such t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  can  e x i s t  a s  a  



d i s t i n c t  and s p e c i f i c  f i e l d  of inqui ry  provided t h a t  i t  has an " i n s t i t u t i o n -  

a l  ex i s t ence"  (1976b360). For C a s t e l l s ,  urban soc io logy  is  j u s t  such an 

ideology .  In  o ther  words,  f o r  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  of urban 

soc io logy ,  i t s  t h e o r i z i n g  a b m t  t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  of c i t i e s ,  a cqu i r ed  s c i en -  

t i f i c  s t a t u s  only by " i n s t i t u t i o n a l  consec ra t i on  ": 

Sanetimes i d e o l o g i c a l  a c t i v i t y  r e c e i v e s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
consecra t ion  ' sc ience ' ,  i n  o rde r  t o  l e g i t i m a t e  it.  I n  
such a c a s e  t h e  l i t t l e  t h e o r e t i c a l  knowledge i t  produces 
i s  produced i n  s p i t e  of t h e  s t r a i g h t j a c k e t  of ideo logy .  
Urban soc io logy  i s  an ideology .  \Ye s h a l l  a t t a n p t  t o  
demonstrate and def ine  t h i s  ideo logy  and desc r ibe  t h e  
s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n  i t  f u l f i l l s .  (1976b:60) 

&It why i s  urban sociology an ideology r a t h e r  than a  " spec i a l i zed  

t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y " ,  i .e . ,  an a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  t o  an 

a c t u a l  ob jec t  i n  r e a l i t y ?  C a s t e l l s  ' conc lus ions  about t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

n a t u r e  of urban soc io logy  have been reached through two r e l a t e d  processes .  

On t h e  one hand, h i s  conc lus ions  a r e  based on t h e  assumption t h a t  theory  

cons t ruc t ion  i s  an a c t i v i t y  t h a t  produces knowledge r a t h e r  t han  merely 

d i s cove r s  i t .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, C a s t e l l s '  conc lus ions  about t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

n a t u r e  of urban soc io logy  have been reached through a  c r i t i c a l  review of t h e  

va r ious  approaches t o  t h e  " r ea l  o b j e c t s "  of urban theo ry ,  namely t o  urban 

space  and t o  i t s  t h e o r e t i c a l  o b j e c t ,  namely t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s p a c e  and s o c i e t y .  

Through h i s  r ev i ew ,  C a s t e l l s  f i n d s  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  urban soc io logy  

does no t  possess e i t h e r  a  d i s t i n c t  " t h e o r e t i c a l  ob jec t" ,  i .e . , a s o c i a l  

theory  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between space  and s o c i e t y ,  nor does it i n v e s t i g a t e  

a  d i s t i n c t  "object"  i n  r e a l i t y ,  i .e., it does no t  s tudy s p e c i f i c a l l y  urban 

s t r u c t u r e s  and fo rma t ions .  Hence, accord ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t r a d i t i o n a l  urban 

theory  cannot be cons ide red  a s  proper ly  s c i e n t i f i c .  Moreover, t r a d i t i o n a l  

urban sociology cannot be cons idered  a s  a " spec i a l i zed  t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y "  



e i t h e r .  T r a d i t i o n a l  u rban  s o c i o l o g y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  h a s  t r e a t e d  

u rban  s p a c e  a s  a g i v e n  o b j e c t  and ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i t  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  s p e c i f y  - how 

u rban  s p a t i a l  f o r m s  a r e  d i s t i n c t  from o t h e r  s o c i a l  and  s p a t i a l  f o r m s  i n  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  

To pu t  i t  a n o t h e r  way, t h e  a n a l y s e s  of s p a c e  i n  non-Marxis t  u r b a n  

s o c i o l o g y  have  remained on t h e  l e v e l  of  A l t h u s s e r ' s  " G e n e r a l i t y  I" a n d ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e y  have  f a i l e d  t o  p r o v i d e  c o n c r e t e  knowledge of  t h e  s p e c i f i c -  

a l l y  s o c i a l  n a t u r e  o r  u rban  s p a c e  and of  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s  t h a t  

s t r u c t u r e d  i t .  According  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  wha t  is l a c k i n g  i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  u rban  

s o c i o l g o y  ( i . e . ,  non-Marxis t  urban  s o c i o l o g y )  is  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  u n d e r -  

s t a n d i n g  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  p r o d u c e  a  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  s p a c e ,  

s u c h  a s  u rban  s p a c e ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  The t h e o r i e s  of u rban  f o r m s  -- s p a t i a l  

and s o c i a l  -- t h a t  have  emerged from u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y  s o  f a r  a r e  " i d e o l o g i c a l "  

b e c a u s e  t h e y  have  f a i l e d  t o  show t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y  of t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and  

s o c i a l  s t a t u s  of  t h e  term "urban"  v i s - ' a - v i s  o t h e r  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  i n  s p a c e  

i n  g e n e r a l  ( C a s t e l l s  , l 9 7 6 a ,  l 9 7 6 b  ) . 
C a s t e l l s  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  m a j o r  p e r s p e c t i v e s  on u r b a n  . 

s p a c e  and on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween s p a c e  a n d  s o c i a l  l i f e  (1976a  a n d  1 9 7 7 ) .  

These  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  ( 1 )  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  c o r r e l a t e  u rban -  

i z a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l ,  ( 2 )  a t e n d e n c y  

t o  v iew "urbanism a s  a  way of l i f e "  o r  a s  a c u l t u r a l  sys tem i n  g e n e r a l  a n d ,  

f i n a l l y ,  (3) a n  a n a l y s i s  of u r b a n  phenanena  f rom a n  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  

i .e., a t e n d e n c y  t o  v iew t h e  c i t y  a s  a c a n p l e x  organism and a s  a f u n c t i o n i n g  

e n t i t y  i n  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  of humans and t h e i r  e n v i r o n m e n t s .  Accord ing  t o  

C a s t e l l s ,  t h e s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  d o  n o t  a l w a y s  a p p e a r  a s  d i s t i n c t  s c h o o l s  o f  

t h o u g h t  b u t  t h e y  d o  r e p r e s e n t  d i s t i n c t  h i s t o r i c a l  t e n d e n c i e s  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p , -  

rnent of  u r b a n  t h e o r y .  



1 8 5  

The n o t i o n  of t h e  "urban" a s  a c a t e g o r y  of d e s c r i p t i o n  of a d i s t i n c t  

form of s o c i a l  l i f e  appea red  f o r m a l l y  i n  s o c i a l  t h e o r y  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y .  The s o c i o l o g i c a l  a c c o u n t s  of t h e  growth of c i t i e s  i n  t h e  n i n e -  

t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  c e n t e r e d  on e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n  be tween i n d u s -  

t r i a l i z a t i o n  and u r b a n i z a t i o n .  The emergence of "urbanism a s  a  way of 

l i f e "  was e x p l a i n e d  i n  terms of t h e  a c c e l e r a t e d  p r o c e s s e s  of i n d u s t r i a l i z a -  

t i o n  t h a t  swep t  Western Europe i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Such t h e o r i s t s  

as T o e n n i e s ,  Simrnel, Marx and  Durkhe im viewed t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of u r b a n i z a t i o n  

a s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  Whi le  t h e y  

d i s a g r e e d  on t h e  primacy of t h e  f a c t o r s  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  development  

of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e i r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  l i n k i n g  t h i s  p r o c e s s  t o  k h e  

p r o c e s s e s  of u r b a n i z a t i o n  viere m o s t l y  i n  d e g r e e  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  k i n d .  I n  a 

s e n s e ,  much of t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  on 

u rban  development p r e s e n t s  a r i c h e r  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  of  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  t h a n  

a  s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  f u n c t i o n s  o f  u rban  fo rms  i n  e a r l y  

i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m .  

The s e c o n d  and t h i r d  p e r s p e c t i v e s  by castells h a v e  emerged 

from t h e  works  o f  t h e  Chicago s c h o o l  of u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  

of t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  These  e s s a y s  and  s t u d i e s  on s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  cit ies 

c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  development  of  a  d i s t i n c t  u r b a n  t h e o r y ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s .  That  s a n e  of t h e  e a r l y  t h e o r i z i n g  of t h e  Chicago 

s c h o o l  of u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y  c o n t a i n e d  a l l  t h e  i n g r e d i e n t s  of g r a n d  t h e o r i z i n g  

i s  h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g ;  r a t h e r ,  i t  ref lects  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  g r a s p  

of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of Nor th  American u r b a n i z a t i m  . Nor th  h e r i c a n  

u r b a n i z a t i o n  and i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  s h a v e d  

r a t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  f e a t u r e s  f rom t h o s e  i n  Wes te rn  Europe .  It was u n a v o i d a b l e  

t h a t  t h i s  s h o u l d  n o t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  American u r b a n  t h e o r y :  t h e  r a p i d  grokvth 



of c i t i e s  i n  North America must have appeared t o  t h o s e  who observed t h i s  

p rocess  a s  t h e  urbanizat ion of North American s o c i e t y  i t s e l f .  It i s  i n  t h i s  

s ense  t h a t  t h e  urban theo r i e s  of t h e  Chicago schoo l  show a  tendency t o  

t r e a t  urban problems a s  problems of t h e  r ise  of urban s o c i e t y .  

Following C a s t e l l s ,  t he  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of urban l i f e  i n  t h e  works of 

t h e  Chicago school  can be divided i n t o  two major a r e a s :  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

of urban phenomena (1 )  a s  t h e  products  of c u l t u r a l  developments, and ( 2 )  a s  

t h e  dependent v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between human organisms and t h e i r  

environment.  The " c u l t u r a l i s t  perspec t ive"  on urban growth, according t o  

C a s t e l l s ,  i s  indebted  t o  t h e  sociology of Toennies and Simmel (1977:75). 

The second perspec t ive  within t h e  Chicago schoo l  has  been developed from 

e c o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s e s  of urban growth. This  p e r s p e c t i v e  shows s i m i l a r i t i e s  

t o  Durkheimls soc io log ica l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l abour  and i t s  

impact on t h e  dynamic dens i ty  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  Nct s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  f o r  

C a s t e l l s ,  t h i s  approach r e p r e s e n t s  a  r e a l  e f f o r t  t o  develop a  d i s t i n c t  and 

s p e c i f i c  urban theo ry .  

However, i n  C a s t e l l s l  opinion,  t h i s  e f f o r t  a t  s p e c i f i c i t y  was no t  

s u c c e s s f u l  (1976a, 1976b, and 1977).  The e c o l o g i c a l  approach d id  no t  

s p e c i f y  t h e  s o c i a l  na tu re  of t h e  con ten t  of s o c i a l  space.  The reason  f o r  

t h i s  f a i l u r e ,  according t o  c a s t e l l s ,  i s  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  

pe r spec t ive  pred ica ted  i t s  t h e o r e t i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of urban l i f e  on a  

concept  of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  based on a  b i o l o g i c a l  no t ion  of o rgan iza t ion  

and developnent  i n  general .  The e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e n ,  developed 

a  t heo ry  of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  t h a t  exp la ined  s o c i a l  phenomena, i nc lud ing  

urbanism, i n  terms of b i o l o g i c a l  metaphors and e c o l o g i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s .  

According t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p  between space  and s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  works of t h e  Chicago school  have 



f a i l e d  t o  provide an ana lys i s  and a  r e a l  understanding of t h e  s p e c i f i c  

s o c i a l  processes t h a t  s t ruc tu re  urban space.  The g e n e r a l i t i e s  brought t o  

t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of urban spa t i a l  and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  have remained 

gene ra l  because they f a i l e d  t o  go beyond t h e  "empi r i c i s t "  l3 assumption t h a t  

t h e  determining c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of urban space a r e  given ob jec t ive ly  and 

p r i o r  t o  t h e o r e t i c a l  ana lys i s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of t h e  

Chicago school have f a i l e d  t o  examine t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  processes  t h a t  

s t r u c t u r e  urban space and urban l i f e .  It i s  i n  t h i s  sense ,  t hen ,  t h a t  

C a s t e l l s  concludes t h a t  t r a d i t i o n a l  ( i  .e., non-Marxist ) urban sociology i s ,  

t o  sane e x t e n t ,  merely a general sociology of space without  a  s p e c i f i c  

theory  of s o c i a l  organizat ion.  Moreover, it i s  t h i s  l a c k  of a  s p e c i f i c  

( i . e . ,  s o c i a l )  theory  of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  ideo- 

l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t r a d i t i o n a l  urban soc io logy .  

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  C a s t e l l s  proposes t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  urban space and s o c i a l  

o rganiza t ion  by i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  d i a l e c t i c s  of t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  

t heo ry  and i n  r e a l i t y .  The urban theory  proposed by c a s t e l l s  a s  an a l t e r -  

n a t i v e  t o  t h e  "empir icism" and t h e  " ideo log ica l  knowledge" of t h e  Chicago 

school  of urban sociology sets out t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  " t h e o r e t i c a l  ob j ec t "  of 

theory  -- i . e . ,  what a r e  urban s o c i a l  p roces se s  -- and i t s  ob jec t  i n  "real-  

i t y " ,  i.e., t h e  n a t u r e  of urban space. The next  s e c t i o n  p re sen t s  c a s t e l l s t  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s t a t u s  of s o c i a l  space  -- t h e  " r e a l  ob j ec t "  

of urban theory  -- i n  urban soc io logy .  

7.4 Manuel C a s t e l l s :  &ban Space a s  a  Theo re t i ca l  Construct  

What a r e  t h e  methodological  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of C a s t e l l s '  i n s i s t e n c e  on 

t h e  ep is temologica l  d i s t i n c t i o n  between s c i e n t i f i c  and i d e o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  

of urban l i f e ?  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  h w  a r e  we t o  s tudy s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  



c i t i es?  What a r e  t he  r e a l  ttobjects" of i n q u i r y  i n t o  urban l i f e ?  Does t h e  - 
acceptance of " the epis temological  break" imply t h a t  i n  order  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

an a c t u a l  c i t y  we must f i r s t  t u r n  t o  t h e  t r ans fo rma t ion  of our n o t i o n s  of 

urbanism by mere t h e o r e t i c a l  means? 

Yes and no, would be ~ a s t e l l s '  answer.  While t h e  r i g o r o u s  t h e o r e t i c a l  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of concepts  and notions i s  a  necessary  t o o l  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of s o c i a l  phenomena, i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  s i n g l e  ou t  a m a t e r i a l  

"element" i n  t h e  c i t y  i n  order t o  ana lyze  t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y  of i t s  form and 

f u n c t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  organizat ion.  This m a t e r i a l  "element" -- a l r eady  i n v e s t -  

i g a t e d  by t r a d i t i o n a l  urban sociology -- is  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i a l  space. 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of space i n  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  accord ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  might - 
provide a  f r u i t f u l  e n t r y  i n t o  the  h a l l  of s c i e n c e ,  provided t h a t  t h e  , 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between space and s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  i s  always s p e c i f i e d  by 

t h e o r e t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  I n  other words, C a s t e l l s  a rgues  t h a t  space  i n  s o c i a l  

l i f e  is  no t  an independent v a r i a b l e ,  o r  a  g iven  o b j e c t  of "empiricism" but 

i s ,  i n s t e a d ,  a concept  t h a t  denotes a  number of d i s t i n c t  s o c i a l  processes  

t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  s o c i a l  l i f e .  In o ther  words, accord ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between space  and s o c i e t y  must account 

f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  and e f f e c t s  of space  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  and i n  s o c i a l  

o rganiza t ion .  I n  c a s t e l l s t  pe r spec t ive  on theo ry ,  space  can s e r v e  a s  a  

" r e a l  object l1  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  provided t h a t  i ts  r e l a t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  l i f e  

i s  always s p e c i f i e d  : 

Let u s  begin ,  t hen ,  wi th  space.  T h i s  is sarnething 
m a t e r i a l  enough, an i nd i spensab le  e lement  i n  a l l  human 
a c t i v i t y .  And y e t  t h i s  obviousness  d e p r i v e s  i t  of any 
s p e c i f i c i t y  and prevents  it from be ing  used d i r e c t l y  a s  
a  ca t ego ry  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  I n  f a c t ,  
space ,  l i k e  t ime ,  is a  phys i ca l  q u a n t i t y  t h a t  t e l l s  u s  
noth-ing, i n  i t s e l f ,  about  t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  expressed  
or a s  t o  i t s  r o l e  i n  t h e  de t e rmina t ion  of t h e  mediat ion 
of s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e .  A ' soc io logy  of space' can only be an 
a n a l y s i s  of s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  g iven  i n  a  c e r t a i n  s p a c e ,  and 



t h e r e f o r e  i n  an h i s t o r i c a l  conjuncture .  J u s t  a s  i n  
speaking of t h e  nineteenth century ( i t s e l f ,  one might 
remark, a questionnable expression 1, one is  no t  r e f  e r r i n g  
t o  a chronological  segmentation, b u t  t o  a c e r t a i n  s t a t e  
of s o c i a l  formations,  s o  i n  speaking of France,  t h e  
Auvergne, t he  quar te r  Menilmontant , t h e  Matto Grosso, 
or t h e  Watts d i s t r i c t ,  one is r e f e r r i n g  t o  a c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  
s i t u a t i o n ,  t o  a c e r t a i n  conjunctlibre. (1977:442) 

To put it i n  plain English: Cas t e l l s  c l a i m s  t h a t  space  a s  a meaningful 

form i s  never given a p r i o r i .  Moreover, any d i scus s ion  of t h e  meaning of 

space i n  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  according t o  Cas t e l l s ,  must t a k e  i n t o  account  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  processes t h a t  s e l e c t  and determine t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of 

space.  The reason  f o r  t h i s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  i s  s imple :  t h e  meaning of space  

i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a s o c i a l  p r ac t i ce .  I n  C a s t e l l s '  view, then ,  

space  symbolizes t h e  s o c i a l  p r ac t i ce s  t h a t  have produced i t s  a c t u a l  forms 

and f u n c t i o n s ,  and i t  symbolizes t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  have s e l e c t e d  

i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  In other words, space f u n c t i o n s  a s  a 

memory system of t h e  s o c i a l  p r ac t i ce s  t h a t  have produced i t s  form,  func t ion  

and s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y .  Hence, accord ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  it i s  

meaningless t o  t a l k  about symbolic space a p a r t  from t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  

p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  produce t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of space  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  Moreover, 

a s  C a s t e l l s  a rgues ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of symbolic space is, i n  f a c t ,  an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  processes  (1977 :215-221) . 
The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  processes  t h a t  produce t h e  a c t u a l  and t h e  

symbolic forms of space amounts t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  p a t t e r n s ,  or 

t h e  "laws" t h a t  organize t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  I n  f a c t ,  c a s t e l l s  

a rgues  i n  The Urban Ques t ion  (1977) t h a t  t h e  "laws" t h a t  govern t h e  p a t t e r n s  

of s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  a l s o  t h e  gramnat ical  r u l e s  of t h e  language or  

symbolism of space. In  o ther  words, t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  symbolism 

of space  and t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  produce i t s  s t r u c t u r e  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  

i s  r ep re sen t ed  by C a s t e l l s  a s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between language 



a s  a  sys tem of r u l e s  and language a s  speech or  a s  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of t h e s e  

r u l e s  : I t , .  . i f  an analogy is  t o  be made, we must se t  o u t  from a  d i s t i n c t i o n  

between t h e  n a t u r a l  language ( l angue)  and speech ( p a r o l e ) ,  n o t  f o r g e t t i n g  

t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  h a s  meaning and i s  t ransformed on ly  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  g i v e n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t h e  second." (1977:217). I n  s h o r t ,  

C a s t e l l s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  symbolism of space ,  l i k e  l anguage ,  i s  i n t e l l i g i b l e  

only  i n  r e l a t i o n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of i t s  c o n s t i t u t i o n  and of i ts f u n c t i o n .  

The symbolism of s p a c e ,  t h e n ,  is a  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y  of i t s  

f u n c t i o n s  i n  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  

I n  C a s t e l l s '  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e  uncovering of what i s  s i g n i f i e d  by t h e  

symbolism of s p a c e  i s  always  a  s p e c i f i c  t h e o r e t i c a l  u n d e r t a k i n g .  T h i s  under-  

t a k i n g  must r e c o v e r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  "laws" t h a t  r u l e  t h e  p a t t e r n s  of s o c i a l  

p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  produce t h e  form and s i g n i f i c a n c e  of s p a c e  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  

For C a s t e l l s ,  t h e n ,  t h e  meaning of a  p a r t i c u l a r  s p a c e ,  such a s  ne ighbour -  

hood, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  canno t  be  "read"  d i r e c t l y  from an a c c o u n t  of i ts  s o c i a l  

c o n t e n t .  The c o n t e n t  of s p a c e ,  i n  t u r n ,  must a l s o  b e  unders tood  a s  a  p a r t -  

i c u l a r  " h i s t o r i c a l  con j u n c t u r e " ,  o r  a s  a  s p e c i f i c  p roduc t  of h i s t o r i c a l  and 

s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  c o n t e n t  of s o c i a l  s p a c e  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  

" i n d e ~ i c a l ~ ~  of t h e  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  have produced i t .  Thus, C a s t e l l s  a r g u e s  

t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t  of s o c i a l  s p a c e  i s  n o t  t h e  a c t u a l  s i g n i f i e d  of t h e  symbol- 

ism of s o c i a l  s p a c e .  The a c t u a l  s i g n i f i e d  of t h e  symbolism of s p a c e ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  system of p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  

t h e  form and s i g n i f i c a n c e  of s o c i a l  s p a c e .  

Th i s  approach  t o  t h e  " read ing  of s p a c e "  is ,  of c o u r s e ,  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  

of t h e  A l t h u s s e r i a n  t h e o r y  of,. knowledge t o  s p a t i a l  fo rms .  ~ a s t e l l s ,  who 

c l a i m s  t o  have r e a d  Marx i n  t h e  manner proposed by A l t h u s s e r  ( 1  977 : i x )  , 

h a s  a p p l i e d  a n  A l t h u s s e r i a n  r e a d i n g  t o  t h e  symbolism of s p a t i a l  f o r m s  i n  
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s o c i a l  l i f e .  Moreover, C a s t e l l s t  theory of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of t h i s  symbolism 

Of space i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  a l s o  a p p l i e s  the Althusser ian d i s t i n c t i o n  between 

sc i ence  and ideblogy.14 According t o  ~ a s t e l l s ,  t h e n ,  t h e  meaning of s p a t i a l  

forms i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  and our knowledge of t h e i r  s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a r e  

always produced by s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  pract ices .  

By a l s o  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  not ion t h a t  space, or more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  urban - 
space,  a c q u i r e s  form , func t ion  and s ign i f i cance  because s o c i e t y  has  a  

"na tu ra l "  p ropens i ty  t o  p ro j ec t  i t s e l f  i n t o  and on space ,  C a s t e l l s  p r e s e n t s  

an a l t e r n a t i v e  pe r spec t ive  on t h e  f l s o c i o l ~ g y  of Space.? C a s t e l k '  

'Sociology of space"  is,  i n  f a c t ,  a  soc io logica l  theory  of t h e  s o c i a l  prac- 

tices t h a t  produce and organize t h e  s p a t i a l  forms of t h e  b u i l t  environment 

of humans. For C a s t e l l s ,  a  "sociology of space" r e p r e s e n t s  merely another  

way of exp re s s ing  t h e  b a s i c  premise t h a t  apa r t  from t h e  p r a c t i c s t h a t  can-  

p r i s e  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  fo rmat ions  -- t h e i r  mode of product ion .-- t h e r e  a r e  n o  

s o c i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  f u n c t i o n s  and uses  of space.  

A soc io logy  of space,  t h e n ,  is  a sociology t h a t  s p e c i f i e s  t h e  s o c i a l  

p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  o rganize  and c h a r a c t e r i z e  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  d igy .  Urban space wi th in  t h i s  soc io logy  must be 

seen a s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  product of c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  could  be 

i d e n t i f i e d  a s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  "urban11, i.e., a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h o s e  s o c i a l  

p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  o rganize  t h e  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of c i t ies .  Hence, i n  c a s t e l l s t  

view, it  is  n o t  t h e  "space" t h a t  is urban, r a t h e r ,  t h e  term "urban" r e f e r s  

t o  t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  produce t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e .  c a s t e l l s '  i n v e s t -  

i g a t i o n  of t h e  u s e s ,  f u n c t i o n s  and e f f e c t s  of urban space  i n  s o c i a l  organ- 

i z a t i o n ,  t h e n ,  i s  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  o rganize  

urban l i f e .  

For C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  d i s cus s ion  of t h e  n a t u r e  and t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  



urban s t r u c t u r e  -- of urban space -- must begin wi th  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  cond i t i ons  t h a t  produce t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  

s o c i a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  organizat ion of t h e  c i t y .  Nore s p e c i f i c a l l y  , t h i s  

d i s cus s ion  must seek out t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  comprise what 

could  be seen a s  t h e  "urban" aspec t  of t h e  mode of product ion.  

CONCLUSION -- Urban Space: The Cas t e l l i an  Monad 

J u s t  a s  by d i n t  of a b s t r a c t i o n  we have t ransformed 
every th ing  i n t o  a  l o g i c a l  ca tegory ,  s o  one has  only 
t o  make a b s t r a c t i o n  of every c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  d i s t i n c t -  
i v e  of d i f f e r e n t  movements t o  a t t a i n  movement i n  i ts  
a b s t r a c t  condi t ion  -- purely formal movement, t h e  
pure ly  l o g i c a l  formula of movement. I f  one f i n d s  i n  
l o g i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s  t h e  subs tance  of a l l  t h i n g s ,  Bne 
imagines  one has  found i n  t h e  l o g i c a l  formula of move- 
ment t h e  abso lu te  method, which not  only e x p l a i n s  a l l  
t h i n g s ,  but a l s o  imp l i e s  t h e  movement of t h i n g s .  
(Marx , 1975 1847 :106 ) 

Urban space  a s  t h e  "empir ical"  ob j ec t  of urban soc io logy ,  according 

t o  C a s t e l l s ,  i s  t h e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of t h e  ccmplexi ty  and of t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y  

of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  make up t h e  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  of t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e .  

Thus, f o r  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  c i t y  r e f l e c t s  t h e  

s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n - -  or o rganiza t ion  -- of c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s .  The 

concept  of "urbanism" i n  c a s t e l l s '  soc io logy ,  t h e n ,  d e s i g n a t e s  no t  merely 

"a way of l i f e " ,  but a  s p e c i f i c  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  orgar i izes  t h e  s p a t i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  of a  s p e c i f i c  mode of product ion.  It appea r s  t h a t  f o r  C a s t e l l s ,  

"urbanism" i s  t h e  s p a t i a l  r e f e r e n t  of t h e  mode of product ion.  

C a s t e l l s '  urban theory then proposes t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  

t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  urban space.  This s p e c i f i c a t i o n  must i nc lude  a number of 

a n a l y s e s  if it i s  t o  be product ive of knowledge about t h e  s o c i a l  world. I n  

o the r  words, C a s t e l l s ,  l i k e  A l thus se r ,  i n s i s t s  on s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n  

of a  t heo ry  of s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t o  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s y s t a n  of t h e  theory of 



" s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e t '  i n  general .  Put p l a in ly ,  t h i s  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  i nves t -  

i g a t i o n  of t h e  processes  t h a t  s t r u c t u r e  urban space  and urban l i f e  must 

i n c l u d e  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  fol lowing:  ( a )  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  comprise t h e  

mode of product ion of a  s o c i a l  formation,  and ( b )  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  

among t h e  e lements  t h a t  camprise t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  mode of production. 

Af te r  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  have been made, a  non- ideologica l  a n a l y s i s  of 

t h e  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of urbanism beccmes poss ib l e .  

I n  c a s t e l l s '  perspec t ive ,  t hen ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  and 

e f f e c t s  of t h e  urban s t r u u t u r e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  system must be preceded by two 

ana lyses :  ( 1 )  by t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  c a n p r i s e  t h e  s o c i a l  

s y s t m ,  and ( 2 )  by t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  concepts  t h a t  ccmprise t h e  system 

of i n q u i r y  i n t o  s o c i a l  l i f e .  It i s  i n  t h i s  sense t hen  t h a t  C a s t e l l s  argues 

i n  The Urban Quest ion (1977) t h a t  urban space can never be cons idered  a s  a  

given ca tegory  of s o c i a l  l i f e  and s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  but must be t r e a t e d  i n s t e a d  

a s  an index of t h e  va r ious  s o c i a l  processes  t h a t  have s t r u c t u r e d  i t .  More- 

over ,  it is  i n  t h i s  sense a l s o  t h a t  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of urban space  must be 

d i s cus sed  i n  terms of i t s  r e l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  organize s o c i a l  

l i f e :  "...the s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  forms and t y p e s  of 

space ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a t i v e  segmentation of space ,  t h e  s p a t i a l  u n i t s  [under 

d i s cus s ion  or  a n a l y s i s ]  do not  have meaning ou t s ide  t h e  segmentation of t h e  

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  t e rms ,  t h e r e f o r e  i n  terms of t h e  mode of 

production and of s o c i a l  f  ormat i ons .  " (1977 :443) 

Put s imply,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of urban space  must proceed by t h e  a n a l y s i s  of 

i ts  f u n c t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  mode of production and wi th in  s o c i a l  l i f e .  Since 

t h e  mode of product ion ,  according t o  C a s t e l l s ,  i s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  complex of 

t h e  v a r i o u s  c o n s t i t u e n t  e lements  of t h e  s o c i a l  sys tems ,  such a s  t h e  economic, 

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e  ( 1 9 7 6 ~ ;  1977; l 9 7 8 ) ,  it is 



i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e s e  "elements" that  the f u n c t i o n s  and t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  bf 

urban space  must be loca ted .  Moreover, s i n c e  each  mode of product ion is 

usua l ly  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a  dominant llelement" or  system, it i s  pr imar i ly  

v i s - a - v i s  t h i s  dominant element t ha t  the f u n c t i o n s  of urban space  must be 

s p e c i f i e d .  In  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of production, according t o  C a s t e l l s  , 
1 

t h i s  dcminant element i s  the  economic system ( 1 9 7 6 ~ ;  1977).  It fo l lows  

t h a t  t h e  s p a t i a l  o rganiza t ion  of urban l i f e  can only be understood i n  terms 

of t h e  organiza t ion  of t h e  economic system i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of 

product ion.  Thus, according t o  c a s t e l l s  : 

What does  a  segmentation of space mean, under t h e  
dominance of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of product ion ,  i n  
terms of economic segmentation? It means an organ- 
i z a t i o n  of space s p e c i f i c  f o r  each of t h e  e lements  
of t h e  process  of immediate production, on t h e  one 
hand ( labour  power and reproduction of l abour  power; 
means of product ion;  reproduction of means of product- 
i b n )  and ,  on t h e  other hand, an o rgan iza t ion  of space  
s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e  adminis t ra t ion of t h e  labour  p roces s ;  
l a s t l y  t h e  space of the  c i r c u l a t i o n  of c a p i t a l .  
(1977 :443 ) 

Since  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of production i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  

dominance of t h e  economic, t h e  s p a t i a l  forms of i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  c i t ies ,  

accord ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  a r e  t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  of t h e  organ- 

i z a t i o n  of t h e  economic system. Space i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of product- 

i o n  is, i n  f a c t ,  c a p i t a l i s t  space. 

The Express ions  of a  Soc i a l  P rac t i ce  

What happened t o  t h e  t l laboratory" of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

of t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e  and of urbanism; what happened t o  t h e  c i t y ?  For 

C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  concept  of t h e  c i t y  of t r a d i t i o n a l  urban t h e o r i z i n g  i s  an 

i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n s t r u c t  because i t  has  no t  been a r r i v e d  a t  by t h e  s p e c i f i -  

c a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  have a c t u a l l y  produced its s t r u c t u r e .  



Moreover, t h i s  kind of t heo r i z ing ,  according t o  C a s t e l l s ,  h a s  f a i l e d  a l s o  

i n  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  func t ions  of t h e  urban system i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  

system i n  genera l .  

C a s t e l l s ,  on t h e  other hand, undertakes an a n a l y s i s  of t h e  urban 

systa-n i n  i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  mode of ~ r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  
t 

s o c i a l  system i n  general .  The c m c l u s i o n s  of t h i s  a n a l y s i s  (1977; 1978) ,  

a l t hough  t e n t a t i v e ,  suggest t a h t  "urbanism" is pr imar i ly  d e s c r i p t i v e  

of t h e  processes  of c o l l e c t i v e  consumption i n  cap i t a l i sm .  In  o ther  words, 

C a s t e l l s  has  i d e n t i f i e d  t h e  s o c i a l  p r ac t i ce  t h a t  could be s een ,  perhaps,  

a s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  "urban" ( 1 9 7 6 ~ ;  1977). This p r a c t i c e ,  t h e n ,  i s  

c o l l e c t i v e  consumption. 

C a s t e l l s  ' d e f i n i t i o n  of c o l l e c t i v e  consumption is based on a  p a r t i c u l a r  

concept ion  of t h e  na ture  of cap i t a l i sm  a s  a  system of product ion.  Accord- 

i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of production i s  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  fol lowing e s s e n t i a l  canponents : (1  ) an i n c r e a s i n g  

concen t r a t i on  and c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of c a p i t a l ,  ( 2 )  a  tendency of t h e  p r o f i t  

r a t e  t o  f a l l ,  ( 3 )  an inc reas ing  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  of productive f o r c e s ,  and 

( 4 )  i n c r e a s i n g  S t a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  t h e  economic sphere or i n  commodity 
b 

product ion (1977 :459-65 ; 1978:15-33). More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  c a s t e l l s  ' d e f i n i  - 

t i o n  of c o l l e c t i v e  consumption rests on what he s e e s  a s  an i n c r e a s i n g  S t a t e  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n t o  t h e  e c o n m i c  system of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of production. 

According t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  concen t r a t i on  of c a p i t a l  (monopoly c a p i t a l i s m )  

and t h e  f a l l i n g  r a t e  of p r o f i t  -- t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of mono- 

poly c a p i t a l i s m  -- i n  t h e  long r u n ,  t h r e a t e n  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  s t a b i l i t y  of 

t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of production. I n  order  t o  counterac t  t h i s  tendency,  

S t a t€?  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  economic product ion i s  necessary.  S t a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

i n t o  a r e a s  of canmodity production t h a t  prove t o  be non-prof i tab le  f o r  



c a p i t a l  investment because they  would r e i n f o r c e  t h e  tendency of t h e  p r o f i t  

r a t e  t o  f a l l  a r e  housing, t r a n s i t ,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s ,  and c u l t u r a l  consump- 

t i o n ,  such a s  c u l t u r a l ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  and s p o r t s  f a c i l i t i e s .  

This i n t e rven t ion  i n t o  econanic production ensu re s  no t  only t h e  

s t r u c t u r a l  s t a b i l i t y  of t he  economic system but i t  a l s o  p r o t e c t s  t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  " c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s t t .  I n  other  words, S t a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

i n t o  organiza t ion  of t h e  processes  of c o l l e c t i v e  consumption e n s u r e s  t h e  

s t r u c t u r a l  s t a b i l i t y  of power r e l a t i o n s  i n  c a p i t a l i s m .  Thus, according t o  

C a s t e l l s ,  c o l l e c t i v e  consumption is  both a  product and a  s o c i a l  process  

( p r a c t i c e ) .  On t h e  one hand, c o l l e c t i v e  consumption r e f e r s  t o  commodities 

whose production is not p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l ;  on t h e  o ther  hand, 

it r e f e r s  t o  t h e  soc i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  "mass consumptiontt 

of t h e s e  commodities : 

. . . c o l l e c t i v e  consumption i s ,  t h e r e f  o r e ,  consumption 
of canmodities whose production is  n o t  assured  by 
c a p i t a l ,  not because of sane i n t r i n s i c  q u a l i t y ,  but 
because of t h e  s p e c i f i c  and gene ra l  i n t e r e s t s  of 
c a p i t a l :  t hus  t h e  same product (housing,  f o r  example) 
w i l l  be t r e a t e d  both by t h e  market and by t h e  s t a t e ,  
and w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  be a l t e r n a t e l y  a  product of i n d i v i d u a l  
o r  c o l l e c t i v e  consumption, according t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a ,  which 
w i l l  change according t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  
[ s i c l t h u s  I would d i s t i n g u i s h  my approach from t h a t  of 
an empiricism t h a t  c o n s i s t s  i n  i den t igy ing  a  d i f f e r e n t  
s o c i a l  given ( c o l l e c t i v e  consumption) and a  m a t e r i a l  
product (housing a s  use va lue ) .  On t h e  other  hand, 
t h e s e  ' c o l l e c t i v e  consumer goods'  seem t o  be t hose  
t h a t  a r e  necessary t o  t h e  r ep roduc t ion  of labour  power 
and/or  t o  t he  reproduct ion  of s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  without  
which they would no t  be products ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  l a ck  of 
i n t e r e s t  f o r  t h e  production of p r o f i t .  (1977:460-1) 

According t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  urban system ( t h e  c i t y )  f u n c t i o n s  a s  a  u n i t  

of c o l l e c t i v e  consumption i n  c a p i t a l i s m .  In o the r  words, c i t i e s  a r e  t h e  

p roduc t s  of t h e  processes  t h a t  ccmprise c o l l e c t i v e  consumption i n  monopoly 

c a p i t a l i s m .  Urban space,  t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e ,  and t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  of 
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c i t i e s  r e f l e c t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  o r g a n i z e  and  

r e g u l a t e  c o l l e c t i v e  consumption i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  sys tem.  The s t u d y  of t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween s p a c e  and s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  u r b a n  sys t em o f  advanced  c a p -  

i t a l i s m ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  r o l e  

of S t a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n t o  t h e  e c o n a n i c  s p h e r e ,  o r  i n t o  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of 

c o l l e c t i v e  consumpt ion .  

~ a s t e l l s '  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of u rban  phenanena s u g g e s t s ,  

t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of c i t i es  i s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o r  e f f e c t  of  

t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  compr i se  t h e  s o c i a l  and  economic s y s t e m  of  t h e  

c a p i t a l i s t  mode of p roduc t ion .  T h i s  t t e f f e c t l l  -- t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  

" s p a t i a l  u n i t s "  -- i s  s y s t e m i c  and t h e r e f o r e  amenable  t o  s c i e n t i f i c  a n a l y s i s .  

Acco rd ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h i s  s y s t e m i c  p r o c e s s  i s  t h e  " r e a l  o b j e c t "  of u r b a n  

s o c i o l o g y .  

The u r b a n  s y s t e m  a s  an  e f f e c t  and  a s  a p r o c e s s  i n  C a s t e l l s '  u r b a n  s o c i o -  

l o g y  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  be tween t h e  v a r i o u s  s t r u c -  

t u r a l  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of p r o d u c t i o n .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  of t h e  "urban  sys t em"  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  way i n  which t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  of t h e  economic  s y s t e m  p f  t h e  c a p -  

i t a l i s t  mode of product ion]  a r e  a r t i c u l a t e d  w i t h i n  a  u n i t  of c o l l e c t i v e  

con sum p t  i on. " (1 976c  :l53 ) 

However, C a s t e l l  d o e s  n o t  imply  t h a t  t h e  c i t y  i s  mere ly  a u n i t  of 

consumpt ion .  What h e  d o e s  imply  is  t h a t  i n  advanced  c a p i t a l i s m ,  t h e  s p e c i -  

f i c i t y  of u r b a n  f o r m a t i o n s  a s  s p a t i a l  o r  s o c i a l  u n i t s  c a n  o n l y  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  

i n  terms of t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  of c o l l e c t L v e  c o n s u m p t i o n .  The u r b a n  s y s t e m ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  c o n t a i n s  o t h e r  " e f f e c t s t 1  o r  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r -  

i ze  c i t ies  i n  c a p i t a l i s m .  However, t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  and  a l l o c a t i o n  of  t h e  

f u n c t i o n s  of t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  must b e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e i r  r o l e  v i s - a - v i s  t h e  



econcxnic sys t em i n  t h e  mode of p roduc t ion .  I n  C a s t e l l s  ' t h e o r e t i c a l  

s y s t e m ,  t h e  economic  d a n i n a t e s  eve ry  s o c i a l  i n s t a n c e .  c a s t e l l s  ' u r b a n  

s y s t e m  i s  t h e  s p a t i a l  r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  e l e m e n t s  t h a t  fo rm 

and m a i n t a i n  t h e  dominance of t h e  economic s y s t e m  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode 

of p r o d u c t i o n .  

The u r b a n  s y s t e m ,  t h e n ,  is compr ised  of a  number of  " e l e m e n t s "  t h a t  

are f u n c t i o n a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  sys t ems  of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of p r o d u c t -  

i o n .  The "e l emen t s "  of t h e  urban sys tem a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

( 1 )  P r o d u c t i o n :  This  e l emen t  i s  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  s p a t i a l  o rgan -  

i z a t i o n  of t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of g o o d s ,  s e r v i c e s  and  

i n f o r m a t i o n .  O f f i c e s ,  f  irms, p r o d u c t i m  p l a n t s ,  e tc. ,  

a r e  t h e  s p a t i a l  r e f e r e n t s  of t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of p r o d u c t -  

i o n  i n  t h e  urban  s y s t e m .  

( 2 )  C o n s u m p t i m :  Consumption i n  t h e  u r b a n  s y s t e m  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s p a t i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l  and  c o l l e c t i v e  consumpt ion  

such a s  h o u s i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  h e a l t h  care, l e i s u r e ,  and  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  

(3)  Exchange  : 

(4 )  Management : 

Exchange i n  t h e  u r b a n  s y s t e m  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s p a t i a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of e x c h a n g e  between 

' P r o d u c t i o n '  and  ' ~ o n s u m p t i m ' .  The ' e x p r e s s i o n s '  of 

t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  i n  t h e  u r b a n  s y s t e m  are canmerce ,  

mass t r a n s i t  and  commuting.  

T h i s  e l e m e n t  of t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  

s p a t i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  be tween ' P r o d u c t i o n ' ,   onsu sump ti on', and  

'Exchange ' . The s p a t i a l  f orms of t h i s  p r o c e s s  are 

urban p l a n n i n g  a g e n c i e s  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  



and s e r v i c e s  (see ~ a s t e l l s ,  1976b :79; 1977: Chapter 9). 

The Funct ions of S p a t i a l  Re la t ions  i n  t h e  Urban System 

By looking a t  urban space ,  according t o  C a s t e l l s ,  we i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  s p e c i f i c  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  elements of a  mode of production. 

The urban s t r u c t u r e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  processes of product ion and t h e i r  s o c i a l  

o rgan iza t ion .  "Urban space" a s  s o c i a l  space e x p r e s s e s  t h e  processes  t h a t  

s t r u c t u r e d  it. This  express ion ,  havever,  i s  no t  a  d i r e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ;  i n s t e a d ,  i t  is  r e f l e c t i v e  of t h e  "laws" t h a t  

s t r u c t u r e  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  and i ts  organiza t ion  i n  space.  

For C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y  of urban systems ( a c t u a l  c i t i e s )  and t h e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  concep t s  of urban theory (urban soc io logy  a s  a  s c i e n c e )  a r e  

l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  s o c i a l  production of 

space.  These p r a c t i c e s ,  i n  t u r n ,  a r e  always h i s t o r i c a l l y  s p e c i f i c ,  i .e., 

they  a r e  determined by a  daninant  system of product ion and i t s  s o c i a l  organ- 

i z a t i o n .  a a n g e s  i n  t h i s  system, s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  o r  i n  t h e  urban 

s t r u c t u r e ,  accord ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t s  of "laws" of t ransforma- 

t i o n .  I n  o ther  words, h i s t o r i c a l  changes i n  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  

evo lu t ion  of urban f  orms, a r e  s t r u c t u r a l  t r a n s f  ormations ; they  a r e  ne i the r  

a r b i t r a r y ,  nor t h e  w t c a n e  of t h e  v o l u n t a r i s t i c  a c t i o n s  of s o c i a l  s u b j e c t s  

i n  h i s t  m y .  
2 

The s tudy  of t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e  a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  form of organiza t ion  

of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  space  is t h e  s tudy  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  

comprise t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of production p r imar i l y .  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

urban theory  c o n s i s t s  of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  r o l e  of t h e  urban system 

i n  t h i s  mode of product ion .  The h i s t o r y  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of urban forms, 

according t o  C a s t e l l s ,  c a n  be addressed proper ly  only by a  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  



what i s  s p e c i f i c  t o  c i t i e s  i n  advanced c a p i t a l i s m  rests on t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between p r o d u c t i v e  f o r c e s ,  economic  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s ,  o r  t h e  c l a s s  

s t r u c t u r e .  

The o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  c a n p r i s e  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of p r o d u c t i o n ,  i n  ~ a s t e l l s '  v i e w ,  must  b e  

l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  of p o l i t i c s .  Fo r  C a s t e l l s ,  p o l i t i c s  

" d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  sys t em of power r e l a t i o n s "  ( 1  977 :26O) of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  

mode of p r o d u c t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  p o l i t i c s  o r g a n i z e  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  and 

c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  fundamen ta l  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode 

of p r o d u c t i o n .  The s p h e r e  of p o l i t i c s ,  t h e n ,  e x p l a i n s  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n  of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of p r o d u c t i o n  and  it  p r o v i d e s  t h e  a x i s  of t h e  

s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  u r b a n  sys t em a s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  fo rm of o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  

social  l i f e  i n  s p a c e .  

Thus,  f o r  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  s t u d y  of t h e  u rban  s y s t e m  a s  t h e  " e x p r e s s i o n "  

of t h e  p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of c a p i t a l i s m ,  i s  t h e  s t u d y  of t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  of  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  -- urban  

s p a c e  -- reflects t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  of c a p i t a l i s m .  The s p e c i f i c  p rac -  

t i ces  t h a t  o r g a n i z e  and  t r a n s f o r m  urban  s p a c e ,  t h e n ,  are t h o s e  t h a t  o r g a n i z e  

s o c i a l  classes. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  t h e  u r b a n  s y s t e m ,  

t h e n ,  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  p a v e r  r e l a t i o n s  be tween 

c l a s s e s  : t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e .  

The c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  pr imary  a x i s  of C a s t e l l s '  a n a l y s i s  of 

t h e  u s e s  a n d  f u n c t i o n  of u r b a n  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  Yet ~ a s t e l l s '  c o n c e p t  

of t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i s  n o t  d e v e l o p e d  beyond d e s c r i b i n g  power r e l a t i o n s  i n  

t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Moreover ,  C a s t e l l s  ' v iew of t h i s  " s t r u g g l e "  s u g g e s t s  

a  m e c h a n i c a l  t h e o r y  of h i s t o r i c a l  c h a n g e ;  it as sumes  t h a t  c h a n g e  a l w a y s  



ccmes frcm "belowt1, whi le  t h o s e  i n  power w i l l  do any th ing  w i t h i n  t h e i r  power 

t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  a l l o w s  them t o  hold t h i s  power. I n  o t h e r  

words, h i s t o r y  -- or change -- i s  always i n i t i a t e d  and made by t h o s e  who do  

n o t  have any power. Moreover, "power" i n  C a s t e l l s '  vocabu la ry  d e s i g n a t e s  

u l t i m a t e l y  an  e c m a n i c  r e l a t i o n :  t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of economic 

p roduc t ion  . 
Appl ied t o  t h e  urban r e a l m  t h i s  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  urban sys tem is 

organ ized  l a r g e l y  around t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  of t h e  p rocesses  t h a t  e n s u r e  t h e  

r e p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  power s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of p roduc t ion .  

I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  p rocesses  of urban l i f e  r e f l e c t  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  

r e p r o d u c e  t h e  economic s t r u c t u r e  of c a p i t a l i s m .  Any s e r i o u s  e f f o r t s  t h a t  

a t t e m p t  t o  t r ans fo rm t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e ,  then ,  must a d d r e s s  t h e  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p  between t h e  urban system and t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of economic 

p roduc t ion .  I n  o t h e r  words, s o c i a l  movements i n  t h e  c i t y ,  if t h e y  a r e  t o  

e f f e c t  change i n  t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e ,  must e f f e c t  change i n  t h e  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e  f i r s t  . 
One of t h e  most e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  p rocesses  t h a t  e n s u r e  t h e  r e p r o d u c t -  

i o n  of t h e  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  urban r e a l m ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  is b e s t  

e x e m p l i f i e d  by t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic r o l e  of urban p lann ing  i n  mono- 

poly c a p i t a l i s m .  c a s t e l l s t  d e f i n i t i o n  of urban planning is  based  on a  

t h e o r y  of t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of S t a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n t o  t h e  e c o n m i c  p r o c e s s e s  

of monopoly c a p i t a l i s m .  More p r e c i s e l y ,  i t  is based on a  n o t i o n  t h a t  

c a p i t a l  accumula t ion  i n  monopoly c a p i t a l i s m  is e n s u r e d  by S t a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

i n t o  t h e  econcmic p r o c e s s e s  of c o l l e c t i v e  c m s u m p t i o n ,  o r  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of 

t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of l abour  power. I n  c a s t e l l s  ' view,  urban p l a n n i n g  i s  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  of t h i s  S t a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  t h a t  p r o t e c t s  t h e  economic and,  

t h e r e f o r e  p o l i t i c a l ,  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  dominant c l a s s e s :  



By u r b a n  p l a n n i n g ,  I mean more p r e c i s e l y  t h e  i n t e r -  
v e n t i o n  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  a r t i c u l a t i o n  
of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  i n s t a n c e s  of a  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  w i t h i n  
a  c o l l e c t i v e  s t a t e  of r e p r o d u c t i o n  of l a b o u r  power, 
w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  i o n  of a s s u r i n g  i t s  e x t e n d e d  r e p r  d u c t  i o n ,  
o r  r e g u l a t i n g  t h e  n o n - a n t a g o n i s t i c  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  t h a t  
h a v e  a r i s e n  and  of r e p r e s s i n g  t h e  a n t a g o n i s t i c  c o n t r a -  
d i c t i o n s ,  t h u s  a s s u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  dominant  
s o c i a l  c l a s s  i n  t h e  whole  of t h e  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  a n d  
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  urban  s y s t e m ,  i n  s u c h  a  way a s  
t o  e n s u r e  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  ' r e p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  d a n i n a n t  
mode of p r o d u c t i o n .  (1977:432) 

The o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e n ,  w i l l  c a n e  

f r  cm r e s i s t a n c e  and  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h i s  Y n t e r v e n t i o n " .  T h i s  r e s i s t a n c e  

and  o p p o s i t i o n ,  however,  must  i n c o r p o r a t e  a  conce rn  f o r  r e s i s t a n c e  o r  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  a s  a  who le .  ~ h u s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  u rban  social  movements, such  a s  movements f o r  b e t t e r  

h o u s i n g ,  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  s e r v i c e s ,  e tc .  , a r e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  c h a n g e  

i n s o f a r  a s  t h e y  a d d r e s s  t h e  power r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  e n t i r e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  

C a s t e l l s  ' d e f i n i t i o n  of u r b a n  s o c i a l  m o v e m n t s ,  t h e n ,  r e f e r s  t o  a "sys tem of 

p r a c t i c e s "  of p o l i t i c a l  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

of e c o n a n i c  s t r u c t u r e s  : 

By u r b a n  s o c i a l  movement, I mean a  sys t em of 
p r a c t i c e s  r e s u l t i n g  f r a n  t h e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of t h e  
p a r t i c u l a r  c o n j u n c t u r e ,  b o t h  by t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of t h e  
s u p p o r t - a g e n t s  i n  t h e  u r b a n  s t r u c t u r e  and  i n  t h e  
s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  and  s u c h  t h a t  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t s  
t e n d s  o b j e c t i v e l y  t o w a r d s  a s u b s t a n t i a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n  
of  t h e  power r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  t h a t  i s  
t o  s a y ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  r e s o r t ,  i n  t h e  s t a t e  p a v e r .  
( 1  977 :423) 

Thus C a s t e l l s l  "urban s t r u c t u r e "  a s  a n  a c t u a l  e n t i t y  e x i s t s  mere ly  i n  

t h e  realm of  t h e o r y  s i n c e  -- as h e  h i m s e l f  h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t  -- " t h e  u r b a n  

s t r u c t u r e  i s  o n l y  a  c o n c e p t ,  it p a v e s  t h e  way f o r  a n  a n a l y s i s  of a  c o n c r e t e  

s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  is n o t  c a p a b l e  of a c c o u n t i n g  f o r  it." (1977:423) ,  I n  o t h e r  

words ,  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  of u r b a n  s p a c e  -- i ts  e l e m e n t s ,  its c o n t e n t  

-- i s  m e r e l y  a n  o c c a s i o n  f o r  t h e o r i z i n g  a b o u t  t h e  power s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i a l  



l i f e .  I n  s h o r t ,  u rban  s p a c e  s e r v e s  t h e  occas ion  f o r  t h e o r i z i n g  a b o u t  a 

c e r t a i n  k ind  of  p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e .  

It a p p e a r s ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  C a s t e l l i a n  f'monadf' -- s p a c e  -- i s  a 

t h e o r e t i c a l  i c o n s t r u c t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  upon t o  r e f l e c t  and  e l a b o r a t e  

a  M a r x i s t  t h e o r y  of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of product ion .3  The u r b a n  r e a l m ,  

t h e  a c t u a l  c i t y ,  h a s  been  subsumed i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  demands of t h i s  

s t r u c t u r a l i s t  t h e o r y  of p r o d u c t i o n  of s o c i a l  forms.  The a c t u a l  c i t y  h a s  

been d i v e s t e d  of any  c l a i m s  t o  e m p i r i c a l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n .  The 

c i t y ,  t o  q u o t e  A l i s o n  Hayford  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  " . . .has becane t h e  v i c t i m  o f  u r b a n  

t h e o r y  ." 
C a s t e l l s '  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of urban  l i f e  h a s  been  i n d e e d  

s u b s t a n t i a l  a n d  i m p r e s s i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  numerous r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  h e  c o n d u c t e d  

i n  F rance  a n d  L a t i n  America an t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between u rban  s o c i a l  move- 

m e n t s ,  u rban  p l a n n i n g  and t h e  economic  a s p e c t s  of u r b a n i z a t i o n  ( s e e  1 9 7 7 ) .  

His n o t i o n  of  u r b a n  s p a c e  a s  a n  e f f e c t  of a  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  i s  s p e c i f i e d  

by its r e l a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  i n  g e n e r a l  r e p r e s e n t s  a  c o n s i d e r -  

a b l e  advance  o v e r  a c c o u n t s  of u r b a n  development  based  on a n a l o g i e s  w i t h  t h e  

e v o l u t i o n  of  c u l t u r e  o r  o r g a n i c  p r o c e s s e s  of growth .  However, as  A l i s o n  

Hayford ( 1 9 8 0 ) ,  h a s  a l s o  p o i n t e d  o u t :  " . . . the problem is i n  u s i n g  t h e  

c o n c e p t s .  W i t h o u t  a  clear s u b j e c t ,  t h e r e  is n o t h i n g t o o  d e f i n i t e  t o  which 

t h e  c o n c e p t s  c a n  b e  a p p l i e d "  (1980:28).  I n  o t h e r  words ,  C a s t e l l s '  d e f i n i -  

t i o n  of t h e  u r b a n  sys t em depends  on a m e c h a n i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  m t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  of  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  Its e l e m e n t s ,  l i k e  t h e  A l t h u s s e r i a n  c o n c e p t  

of s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  as  a  " p r o c e s s  w i t h o u t  a  s u b j e c t " ,  mwe i n  a m e c h a n i c a l  

c l o s u r e  a r o u n d  a f o r m a l i z e d  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  "mode of p roduc t ion" .  



The P o l i t i c a l  Importance of t he  Urban S t ruc tu re  i n  Soc ia l  History 

I n  C a s t e l l s '  a n a l y s i s  of "urbanism a s  a  s o c i a l  p rac t ice" ,  urban space  

appears  t o  t ake  on a  s t r a t e g i c a l  r o l e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  p rac t ice .  P o l i t i c a l  

p r a c t i c e ,  i n  t u r n ,  is understood by c a s t e l l s  a s  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a t tempt  t o  

t r a n s f  orm t h e  power r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

of t h e s e  power r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e ,  i n  C a s t e l l s '  view, a r e  n o t  t o  

be confused wi th  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  consciousness of t h e  people who make 

up t h e s e  c l a s s e s ,  hawever. These c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  must be understood n o t  by 

t h e  accounts  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  experiences  of t t sub jec t s ' '  but by t h e i r  r i g o r o u s  

s p e c i f i c a t i o n  i n  t heo ry .  I n  o ther  words, t h e  accounts  of t h e  exper iences  of 

s o c i a l  s u b j e c t s  is not  t o  be considered a s  a  category of p o l i t i c a l  a n a l y s i s .  

Nor i s  t h i s  account  a  s u f f i c i e n t  b a s i s  f o r  engaging i n  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n ;  

r e a l  p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  according t o  C a s t e l l s t  view, must be based on a  

t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  and assessment of t h e  power r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e .  

It is  i n  t h i s  sense  t h a t  c a s t e l l s '  monad, urban space,  assumes t h e  r o l e  

of a .  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e .  In  c a s t e l l s  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y ,  c o n t r o v e r s i e s  about  

t h e  d i f f e r e n t  u s e s  of urban space i n  t h e  " c a p i t a l i s t  c i t y t t  are, i n  f a c t ,  

p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  t h a t  s e r v e  a s t h e o c c a s i o n  f o r  winning f r i e n d s  and a l l i e s  

f o r  t h e  working c l a s s e s  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  cap i ta l i sm.  S ince  such 

i s s u e s  of "urban space" a s  housing, t r a n s i t ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s ,  and 

c l e a n  a i r  a f f e c t  everyone, they a r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  i s s u e s  of c o l l e c t i v e  con- 

sumption i n  advanced cap i t a l i sm .  Hence, according t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  

i s s u e s  of c o l l e c t i v e  consumption s e r v e  a s  t h e  ccmmon ground f o r  mob i l i z ing  

c l a s s e s ;  t h e s e  i s s u e s  reach  a c r o s s  c l a s s  l i n e s ,  and theref  o re  s e r v e  a s  a  

c m o n  f r o n t  f o r  r e s i s t a n c e .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  t a l k i n g  about t h e  "French 

exper ience"  of urban s o c i a l  movements i n  t h e  l a t e  1960's  and e a r l y  19701s ,  



C a s t e l l s  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  "urban s p h e r e "  r e p r e s e n t s  no t  only a new common 

t e r r a i n  f o r  r e s i s t i n g  advanced c a p i t a l i s m ,  b u t  t h a t  it r e f l e c t s  t h e  changed 

h i s t o r i c a l  and s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g y  of t h i s  resist- 

a n c e .  A s  s u c h ,  i t  demands a  new p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  f r m  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r y " :  

"In our h i s t o r i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y ' s  e s s e n t i a l  t a s k  c o n s i s t s  

above  a l l  i n  winning t h e  masses. The b a t t l e  f o r  t h e  masses r e p l a c e s  t h e  

b a t t l e  of t h e  Winter p a l a c e "  (1978It60), 

Yet what i s  miss ing frcm ~ a s t e l l s '  a s sessment  of t h e  s t r a t e g i c  r o l e  

of t h e  urban s p h e r e  i n  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i s  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of human s o c i a l  

s u b j e c t s  whose p r o c e s s e s  of c o l l e c t i v e  consumption a r e  r e g u l a t e d  and dominated 

by t h e  I t i n t e r v e n i n g  p r a c t i c e s "  of t h e  a g e n c i e s  of t h e  S t a t e  such a s  "urban 

p l a n n i n g t t ,  and t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of t h o s e  who resist t h i s  dan ina t ion  by " i n s e r t -  

i n g "  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  "suppor t  a g e n t s "  i n t o  a  sys tem of p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  a t t e m p t  

t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  b a l a n c e  of t h e  paver r e l a t i o n s  of c a p i t a l i s m .  I n  o t h e r  

words ,  what i s  miss ing  from ~ a s t e l l s '  p o l i t i c a l  p lann ing  i s  an accoun t  of 

t h e  c o n s c i o u s ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  and s o c i a l  men and wanen who l i v e ,  produce and 

" s t r u g g l e "  w i t h i n  t h e  e v e r y  day r e a l m  of t h e  "urban s t r u c t u r e " .  It c a n e s  as 

no  s u r p r i s e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  one of t h e  major problems f a c e d  by C a s t e l l s '  t h e o r y  

of u r b a n  p o l i t i c s  a s  a  p o s s i b l e  p o i n t  of e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  " c l a s s  s t r u g g l e "  -- 
and as a  s t r a t e g y  f o r  winning t h e  masses  -- i s  a n  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  g a p  b e t -  

ween t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e :  

... t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  work d o e s  n o t  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  a  s o c i a l  
v o i d ;  it must be a r t i c u l a t e d ,  i n  t h e  s t a t e  of knowledgel 
i g n o r a n c e ,  w i t h  t h e  p r a c t i c e s  o b s e r v e d ;  it must t a k e  i n t o  
accoun t  t h e  c o n j u n c t u r e  and c o n s t i t u t e  a  v e r i t a b l e  t a c t i c  
of i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  Thus t h e  more i n v e s t e d ,  t h e  more c o n s t i -  
t u t e d  by t h e  d m i n a n t  i d e o l o g y ,  a  d a n a i n  of t h e  s o c i a l  i s ,  
t h e  more one must b o t h  d i s t a n c e  o n e s e l f  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  
p roduc t ion  of c m c e p t u a l  t o o l s  f o r  its a n a l y s i s  a r e  concerned 
and e s t a b l i s h  l i n k s  between t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  
and i d e o l o g i c a l  apprehens ion  of t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s .  I n  o t h e r  
words ,  it i s  a  s c h i z o p h r e n i c  p r o c e s s  t h a t  i s  being e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
an i n c a n m u n i c a b i l i t y  between t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of t h e  masses and 
s c i e n t i f i c  work. (1977:441) 



Given C a s t e l l s '  e x c e s s  of t h e o r e t i c a l  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  ove r  t h e  

p r o p e r  b o u n d a r i e s  of s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r y  and over  i d e o l o g i c a l  a c c o u n t s  of  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  i t  i s  h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of t h e  "masses" 

c a n n o t  b e  u n d e r s t o o d :  t h e o r y  and a c t u a l  s o c i a l  b e i n g s  d o  n o t  s p e a k  t h e  same 

l a n g u a g e .  C a s t e l l s  ' e f f o r t s  a t  " t r a n s l a t i n g "  s c i e n t i f i c  Marxism i n t o  a 

p o l i t i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e  d o e s  n o t  c a n p e n s a t e  f o r  h i s  o m i s s i o n  of t h e  rea l  

e x p e r i e n c e s  of  s o c i a l  b e i n g s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  c a s t e l l s '  t h e o r y  o f .  t h e  "urban 

sys t em"  a s  a  sys t em of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  of monopoly c a p i t a l i s m  d o e s  

n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  s o c i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h o s e  

who l i v e  a n d  work i n  c i t i e s .  

For " i n  t h e  l a s t  i n s t a n c e "  it is  s t i l l  p e o p l e  who make d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  

p l a n n i n g  a n d  p o l i c i e s .  Gran ted  t h a t  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s  are u l t i m a t e l y  mere 

 conjuncture^^^ and  g r a n t e d  t h a t  t h e i r  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  is 

t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c o n v e r g e n c e  of  t h e  v a r i o u s  i n s t a n c e s  of  

t h e  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  i t  is  a l s o  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s ,  on t h e  

who le ,  are b a s e d  n o t  on t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

be tween t h e s e  " i n s t a n c e s " ,  b u t  on what  t h e y  t h i n k  migh t  work. I n  o t h e r  

words ,  t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e i r  b e l i e f s  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  o u t c a n e  

of p l a n n i n g ,  o r  "p l ann ing"  f o r  s t r a t e g i e s  a g a i n s t  p l a n n i n g ,  a s  t h e  c a s e  

migh t  b e .  

The s t u d y  of urban  p o l i t i c s ,  t h e n ,  o u g h t  t o  i n c l u d e  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

of t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d i m e n s i o n s  of  u r b a n i z a t i o n  and  u r b a n -  

i s m  by s o c i a l  b e i n g s .  The t h e o r e t i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n s  of s u c h  a s t u d y  ought  

t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be tween p l a n n i n g  p r a c t i c e s ,  m u n i c i p a l  p o l i t i c s ,  

and "urbanism" a s  a  mode of  e v e r y d a y  l i f e .  T h i s  k i n d  of i n q u i r y  i m p l i e s  

t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h o s e  " p r a c t i c e s "  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  r e a l m  

of t h e  " i d e o l o g i c a l "  by t h e  A l t h u s s e r i a n  i n s p i r e d  e p i s t e m o l o g y  ( c f  . C a s t e l l $ ,  
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1977:246-75).  The a c c o u n t s  of eve ryday  l i f e  i n  t h i s  e p i s t e m o l o g y  of t h e  

s o c i a l  w o r l d  d o  n o t  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  s t a t u s  a n d ,  t h e r e f  o r e ,  t h e y  a r e  

n o t  s e e n  as  c a p a b l e  of producing  knowledge. T h i s  by n o  means 

i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e s e  a c c o u n t s  d o  n o t  have  a c t u a l  a n d  s p e c i f i c  e f f e c t s  i n  t h e  

s o c i a l  wor ld .  What needs  t o  be s p e c i f i e d ,  t h e n ,  is t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

e v e r y d a y  l i f e  i n  c i t i e s  and t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e  beyond i ts  e c o n a n i c  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s .  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e n ,  w h i l e  C a s t e l l s t  u rban  t h e o r y  c o u l d  b e  viewed as 

a n  e x c e s s  i n  f o r m a l i s m ,  h i s  v iew of u rban  p o l i t i c s  t r a n s c e n d s  t h e  s e r e n i t y  

of t h e o r y  b u i l d i n g .  c a s t e l l s t  view of u r b a n  p o l i t i c s  i s  a p r o p o s a l  f o r  

s o c i a l  a c t i o n .  However, t h i s  p r o p o s a l  f o r  a c t i o n  d e n i e s  i t s  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  

t h e  same h i s t o r y  it a t t e m p t s  t o  t r a n s f o r m .  T h i s  p roposed  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

a t t e m p t s  t o  d e t e r m i n e ,  i n  scme a b s o l u t e  s e n s e ,  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h i s  h i s t o r y .  

T h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i s ,  pe rhaps ,  less t h e  outcome of c o n s c i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  

d e s i g n s  t h a n  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  of ~ a s t e l l s '  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  The " s u b j e c t s "  of t h e s e  h i s t o r i c a l  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s ,  i n  c a s t e l l s t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  are n o t  p e o p l e  b u t  c o n c e p t s .  

L i v i n g  s o c i a l  b e i n g s  a r e  d e l i v e r e d  f r a n  t h e  a c c i d e n t s  and  u n c e r t a i n t i e s  of 

h i s t o r y  i n t o  t h e  s e c u r e  r e a l m  of t h e  l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s  of t h e  t h e o r y  of t h e  

mode of p r o d u c t i o n .  H i s t o r y ,  t h e n ,  i s  p roduced  n o t  by  t h e  a c t i v i t y  of r ea l ,  

s o c i a l  b e i n g s ,  b u t  by t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  of t h e  l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  

" s c i e n t i f i c "  t h e o r y  of t h e  mode of p r o d u c t i o n .  

A s c i e n t i f i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  c m p r i s e  t h e  

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  and of t h o s e  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  p r o d u c e  t h e  u rban  s t r u c t u r e ,  

ough t  n o t  e x c l u d e  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  r o l e  o f  b e l i e f  s t r u c t u r e s  and 

a c c o u n t s  of e v e r y d a y  l i f e  i n  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  a soc ia l  f o r m a t i o n .  I n  

b r i e f ,  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  of  t h e  social  s t r u c t u r e  
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ought t o  inc lude  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  world " log ic"  of t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between ideology ,  everyday l i f e  and t h e  r ep roduc t ion  of s o c i a l  

s t r u c t u r e s .  I n  c l o s i n g ,  perhaps,  E.P. ~hanpson  ' s  (1978) obse rva t ions  about 

A l t h u s s e r l s  approach t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between p o l i t i c a l  t heo ry  and t h e  

r e a l i t y  of s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  might be e n l i s t e d  hece  a s  an analogous c r i t i c i s m  of 

view of t h e  s t r a t e g i c a l  r o l e  of urban p o l i t i c s  i n  s o c i a l  change: 

The p r o j e c t  i t s e l f  i s  midbegotten; it is  an e x e r c i s e  of 
c l o s u r e ,  and it stems frcm a  kind of i n t e l l e c t u a l  agora-  
phobia,  an a x i e t y  before  t h e  u n c e r t a i n  and t h e  unknown, 
a  yearning f o r  s e c u r i t y  within t h e  cab in  of t h e  Absolute.  
A s  such ,  i t  reproduces old t h e o l o g i c a l  modes of t hough t ,  
and i ts  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  a r e  always e l a b o r a t e d  frcrn i d e o l o g i c a l  
m a t e r i a l s .  More than t h i s ,  such t o t a l  systems have,  very  
g e n e r a l l y ,  been a t  enmity wi th  reason and censo r ious  of 
f r eedan .  They seek ,  no t  only t o  dominate a l l  t heo ry  -- or  
t o  e x p e l 1  a l l  o ther  t h e o r i e s  a s  h e r e s i e s  -- but  a l s o  t o  
reproduce themselves wi th in  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  S ince  t heo ry  
i s  a  c l o s u r e ,  h i s t o r y  must be brought t o  conform. They 
seek  t o  l a s s o  process  i n  t h e i r  c a t e g o r i e s ,  b r i n g  it down, 
break i t s  w i l l ,  and s u b j e c t  i t  t o  t h e i r  command. Within 
t h e  l a s t  i n s t a n c e  we f i n d  t h e  anagram of S t a l i n .  ( 1978 : l l l )  



CONCLUSIONS 



"Well! I ' v e  o f t e n  s e e n  a  c a t  w i t h o u t  a  g r i n , "  
t h o u g h t  Alice, "but a  g r i n  wi thou t  a  c a t !  I t 's  
t h e  most c u r i o u s  t h i n g  I ever  saw i n  a l l  my l i f e ! "  

Lewis Carr  011, 
A l i c e  's Adventures i n  Wonder l and ,  

( 1  865 ) 

The Pr  ob l e m a t i c  

Th i s  t h e s i s  h a s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a  number of p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  

p r o b l e m a t i c  posed by Manuel C a s t e l l s '  q u e s t i o n :  "Is t h e r e  an u rban  s o c i o -  

logy?" ( C a s t e l l s ,  1976a:33) .  Obviously t h e  i s s u e  i s  n o t  whether  u rban  

s o c i o l o g y  e x i s t s  a s  a  form of d i s c o u r s e  on s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  Ra the r  t h a n  

a  r h e t o r i c a l  g e s t u r e ,  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  was meant t o  d i r e c t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  

e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  s t a t u s  of urban t h e o r i z i n g .  Th i s  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e n ,  i s  abou t  

t h e  l e g i t i m a c y  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  s t a t u s  of urban s o c i o l o g y ;  i t  a s k s  whether  

urban s o c i o l o g y  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  d i s t i n c t  c o n c e p t u a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a 

s p e c i f i c  a s p e c t  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  I n  o t h e r  words,  t h i s  is a  p o s i t i v i s t  

d o u b t ;  i t  a s k s  whether u rban  s o c i o l o g y  p o s s e s s e s  a  c o n c e p t u a l  o b j e c t  whose 

p r o p e r t i e s  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  p r o p e r t i e s  of a n  e m p i r i c a l  e n t i t y  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  

w o r l d ,  and whose p r o p e r t i e s  c o u l d  be i d e n t i f i e d  a s  d i s t i n c t l y  "urban"? 

The s e a r c h  f a  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y  of t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y  of l i f e  i n  

cities is founded  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n :  what a r e  t h e  s p e c i f i c  cond i -  

t i o n i n g  v a r i a b l e s  of u rban  l i f e ?  Are t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h o s e  

of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l ,  or merely  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of c e r t a i n  

p r o c e s s e s  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  p r t i c u l a r ?  ~ r a d i t i o n a l l y  , t h e  s t u d y  of t h e  

"urban s p h e r e "  i m p l i e d  t h e  s t u d y  of t h e  f o r m s  of community l i f e  i n  s p a c e .  

I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of urban l i f e  i n v o l v e d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  The Durkheimian " s o c i a l  

f a c t "  of t h i s  i n q u i r y  -- t h e  c a s t e l l i a n  t h e o r e t i c a l  and a c t u a l  o b j e c t  of 

urban s o c i o l o g y  -- h a s  been i d e n t i f i e d  by t h i s  t r a d i t i o n  a s  %rbanisml ' .  



"Urbanism as  a  way of l i f e "  (Wir th ,  1338) h a s  been s i n g l e d  ou t  a s  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  p roper ty  of t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  of cit ies.  

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  t h e s i s  h a s  reviewed a  number of p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a t  c l a i m e d  

t o  have i d e n t i f i e d ,  d e s c r i b e d ,  and e x p l a i n e d  t h e  c c n s t i t u e n t  e l e m e n t s  and 

p r o c e s s e s  of "urbanism" a s  t h e  proper ty  of t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  of c i t i es .  The 

purpose of t h i s  r e v i e w ,  f o l l o w i n g  c a s t e l l s ,  h a s  been t o  i d e n t i f y  and l o c a t e  

t h e  o b j e c t s  of urban t h e o r i z i n g ,  i .e., t o  i d e n t i f y  what urban t h e o r i s t s  

s t u d y  when t h e y  i n v e s t i g a t e  s o c i a l  l i f e  - i n  c i t i e s .  The r e s u l t s  of t h i s  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s u g g e s t  t h a t  "urbanism" r e f e r s  t o  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  a b o u t  

t h e  s o c i a l  e f f e c t s  of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of human l i f e .  I n  b r i e f ,  

"urbanism" a p p e a r s  t o  deno te  t h e  s o c i a l  e f f e c t s  of s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  

human l i f e ,  

The b r o a d  d e f i n i t i o n  of "urbanism" a s  a  mode of s o c i a l  l i f e  deve loped  

i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  canno t  c l a i m  t h e  s o r t  of c o n c e p t u a l  s p e c i f i c i t y  

t h a t  C a s t e l l s  r e q u i r e s  of a  s c i e n t i f i c  (i .e . ,  " t r u e " )  accoun t  of t h e  a c t u a l  

world  of u r b a n  l i f e .  This  d e f i n i t i o n  f a i l s  t o  p rov ide  an accoun t  of t h e  

s o c i a l  s p e c i f i c i t y  of urban s p a t i a l  and s o c i a l  fo rms  because  i t  d o e s  n o t  

e x p l a i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  from a  s o c i a l  

p o i n t  of v iew.  I n s t e a d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  c a s t e l l s ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  

t r e a t s  t h e s e  f u n c t i m s  a s  t h e  effects of t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  fo rms ,  

and a s  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of e c o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  of a d a p t a t i o n .  

What d o e s  s p e c i f y  t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  s t a t u s  of "urbanism" as a way 

of knowing a b o u t  l i f e  i n  c i t i e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  is  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

and a n a l y s i s  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  produce and f a s h i o n  

urban s p a c e  ( s e e  C a s t e l l s ,  l 9 7 6 b  ; 1 9 7 7 ) .  "Urbanism" d e n o t e s ,  t h e n ,  t h e  

s p e c i f i c i t y  of t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  produce and o r g a n i z e  l i f e  i n  

c i t i es  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  Moreover,  u rban  s p a c e  i t s e l f  must be  s e e n  a s  t h e  



s p e c i f i c  p r o d u c t  of o r g a n i z e d  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y ;  it h a s  n o  claim t o  e x i s t e n t i a l  

o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  s t a t u s  a p a r t  f a n  t h i s  a c t i v i t y .  The key t o  t h e  a c t u a l  and  

t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s p e c i f i c i t y  of "urbanism", t h e n ,  i s  i n  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 

t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  p roduce  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  and  

p r o c e s s e s  of  u r b a n  l i f e  ( c a s t e l l s ,  1977) .  

The a c c o u n t s  of "urbanism" a s  mode of l i f e  r e v i e w e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  h a v e  

been  s e l e c t e d  b e c a u s e  of t h e i r  c e n t r a l  c m c e r n s  w i t h  e s t a b l i s h i n g  and  

s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  of c i t i e s  a n d  t h e  organ-  

i z a t i o n  of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l .  W i l e  

t h e  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  r e p r e s e n t s  

t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  of a p p r o a c h e s  t o  urban  l i f e  i t  a l s o  marks  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  

t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of bo th  s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l  and  of 

u rban  l i f e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

The ' S o l u t i o n s '  t o  t h e  P r o b l e m a t i c  

The t h r e e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  on t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of u r b a n  l i f e  h a v e  been  

i d e n t i f i e d  a s  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o l s  of u rban  s o c i o l o g y  b e c a u s e  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

d i f f e r e n c e s  t h e y  h a v e  s h a m  i n  t h e i r  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of t h e  social s y s t e m  u n d e r -  

l y i n g  urban  l i f e .  These p a r t i c u l a r  d i f f e r e n c e s  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

t h r e e  g r o u p i n g s :  ( i  ) t h e o r i e s  t h a t  h a v e  approached  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and 

u rban  l i f e  i n  terms of c u l t u r e  and  i t s  e v o l u t i o n  ( P a r k  and  W i r t h ) ;  ( i i )  

t h e o r i e s  t h a t  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  and s p e c i f y  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  con -  

d i t i o n s  of soc ia l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  u r b a n  g rowth  (McKenzie, h r g e s s ,  and  

S c h n o r e ) ;  a n d  ( i i i )  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of Marxian c o n c e p t s  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n  t o  t h e  u r b a n  s p h e r e  ( c a s t e l l s ) .  B r i e f l y  , t h e n ,  t h e s e  ' s o l u t i o n s '  t o  

C a s t e l l s '  p r o b l e m a t i c  o f f e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  n o t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between s o c i e t y ,  s p a c e  and t h e  c i t y :  



( i )  T h e  c u l t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of "urbanism" - 

The urban  s o c i o l o g y  developed by Rober t  P a r k  and  L o u i s  Wi r th  

i s  a t h e o r y  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b a s e d  on c o n s e n s u s .  The c i t y  

is  t h e  l o c u s  and t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  form of t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of 

c u l t u r a l  f o r m s ,  o r  d forms of c o n s e n s u s .  "Urbanism", i n  t h i s  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i s  one s u c h  c u l t u r a l  form.  It c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  

deve lopmen t ,  i .e., t h e  e v o l u t i o n ,  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i .e. t h e  modes 

of a c h i e v i n g  c o n s e n s u s .  "Urbanism" a s  a mode of  c c m s e n s u s  e v o l v e d  

f r m  s i m p l e r  f o r m s  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  D i f f e r e n t  c u l t u r a l  

f o r m s ,  t h e n ,  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of d i f f e r e n t  modes of  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  

Hence W i r t h ' s  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  "urbanism" i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a new mode 

of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  : mass s o c i e t y .  

The term " c u l t u r e "  i n  t h e  u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y  of P a r k  a n d  Wi r th  

a p p e a r s  t o  d e s c r i b e  s u c h  g e n e r a l  p r o c e s s e s  a s  t h e  e f fects  of  eco -  

l o g i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  soc ia l  l i f e ,  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  

of human n a t u r e  ( P a r k ) ,  and  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  

g e n e r a l  ( W i r t h ) .  I n  f a c t ,  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of P a r k  a n d  W i r t h ,  t h e  

term " c u l t u r e "  refers t o  f o r m s  of c a n m u n i c a t i v e  i n t e r a c t i o n s .  

Canmunica t ive  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  i n  t u r n ,  d e n o t e  t h o s e  farms of 

human i n t e r a c t i o n s  t h a t  b r i n g  a b o u t  c o n s e n s u s ,  o r  a n  ag reemen t  

a b o u t  wha t  3 u r g e n  Habermas h a s  r e c e n t l y  d e f i n e d  a s  " t h e  

p r e s u p p o s e d  b a s i s  of v a l i d i t y  c l a i m s  t h a t  c a n  b e  m u t u a l l y  r e c o g -  
11 

n i z e d  (1979:3)  [~mmas i s  a d d e d 4  Both P a r k  a n d  \V i r th ,  f o l l o w i n g  

3chn Dewey (1957[1924 ) h e l d  t h a t  " s o c i e t y  e x i s t s  i n  a n d  t h r o u g h  

communica t ion"  (Pa rk ,  1952:174) .  Hence it a p p e a r s  t o  f o l l a v  t h a t  

t h e  mode of s o c i a l  m d e r  w i l l  b e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  by t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e s e  c a n r n u n i c a t i v e  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  or by these 
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forms of achieving consensus. llUrbanism", t hen ,  i n  t h e  soc io logy  

of Park  and Wirth, r e f e r s  t o  t he  mode of cunmunication through 

which consensus can be achieved. 

The v a r i a b l e s  of "urbanism a s  a  way of l i f e " ,  t h e n ,  a r e  t h e  

v a r i a b l e s  of cmmunicative i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  i n  sane sense.  The 

t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  while  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of 

a  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a g e  of development i n  t h e  evo lu t ion  of s o c i a l  

o rganiza t ion  is ,  i n  f a c t ,  a  condi t ion ing  va r i ab l e ,  of t h i s  organ- 

i z a t i o n .  In other words, t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  

l i f e  i s  one of t h e  cond i t i ons  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of t h e  mode of 

o rgan iza t ion  of t h i s  l i f e .  Spa t i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e n ,  are t h e  

v a r i a b l e s  of ca-nmunicative i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  and canrnunicative i n t e r -  

a c t i o n s  a r e  t h e  condi t ion ing  v a r i a b l e s  of t h e )  mode of c o l l e c t i v e  

l i f e .  Hence Wirth 's  c la im t h a t  c i t i e s ,  t h e i r  s i z e ,  t h e  d e n s i t y  

and he t e rogene i ty  of t h e i r  populat ions,  g i v e  r ise t o  new forms 

of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i m s  and a s s o c i a t i o n s  

"Urbanism a s  a way of l i f e "  i n  t h e  pe r spec t ive  developed by 

Park and Wirth is  the  e f f e c t  of t h e  forms of canmunicat ive i n t e r -  

a c t i o n s  t h a t  b r ing  about consensus.  Thus, "urbanism" i s  a l s o  t h e  

b a s i s  of a  new mode of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion :  t h a t  of mass s o c i e t y .  

( i i )  The e c o l o g i c a l  cond i t i ons  of llurbanism" - 
The s o c i a l  t h e o r i e s  under ly ing  t h e  urban p e r s p e c t i v e s  of 

McKenzie, Burgess,  and Schnore claim t h a t  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  is 

no t  an  e f f e c t  of t h e  g o a l s  of human h i s t o r y ,  nor is its form 

dependent or i d e n t i c a l  wi th  v a l u e s  and a t t i t u d e s  about  consensus.  

Rather than  a  c u l t u r a l  sys tem,  s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  must be under- 

s t ood  a s  an e c o l o g i c a l  system ccmprised o f ,  and c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by ,  
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d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n s .  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  is t h e  mode, 

o r  t y p e  of o rgan iza t ion  of d i f f e r e n t  f u n c t i o n s  i n t  0 a  f u n c t i o n i n g  

(whole)  system. "Urbanism" is  one such ' d i f f e r e n c e t  i n  t h e  sys tem;  

i t  i s  a  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f u n c t i o n  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  

l i f e .  The c i t y  -- t h e  urban s t r u c t u r e  -- is, t h e n ,  a  dependent  

v a r i a b l e  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

f u n c t i o n s  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  

The t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i ts f  o m s  and 

p r o c e s s e s ,  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  c m p l e x i t y  of t h e  i n t e r d e p e n d -  

e n c e s  of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  The urban s t r u c t u r e  and 

t h e  urban sys tem,  i n  f a c t ,  i n d i c a t e  a  h i g h l y  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t  organ- 

i z a t i o n  of a d a p t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  a r e  e c o l o g i c a l  i n  o r i g i n .  

These e c o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  of a d a p t a t i o n  t o  t h e  environment  -- i .e. 

c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s  -- a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by d i f f e r -  

e n t i a t i o n  and s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  i n  t h e  eco-  

l o g i c a l  o rde r  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  

S p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l abour  w i l l  c h a r a c t e r i z e  

n o t  on ly  t h e  c m p l e x i t y  of t h e  s o C i a l  s t r u c t u r e  -- i .e . , t h e  

f u n c t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r a l  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  -- 

b u t  a l s o  i ts o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  s p a c e .  I n  o t h e r  words,  s p e c i a l i z a -  

t i o n  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  w i l l  be r e p r e s e n t e d ,  u s u a l l y ,  by 

t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and s e g r e g a t i o n  of s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s .  

The urban sys tem,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  can  show a t  l e a s t  

i n  t h e o r y  a  s y s t e m i c  form of development ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  u rban  grawth 

c a n  be p r e d i c t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of changes  i n  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n s  i n  

t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  . "&banism" d e s c r i b e s ,  t h e n ,  i n  some s e n s e ,  

t h e  development  of t h e  c a n p l e x i t y  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r .  



I n  t h e  eco log ica l  perspec t ive  i n f  armed by Dur1:heimian soc io-  

logy (Schnore, l965a) ,  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and 

s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of labour have been a s c r i b e d  t o  

t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  dynamic dens i ty  of populat ions.  Dynamic 

d e n s i t y  descr ibes  t h e  dens i ty  of s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s  and i n t e r a c t i o n s  
7 

i n  a  geographical  a r ea  (cf . Durkheim, 1 9 3 3 ) .  Dynamic d e n s i t y ,  

t h e n ,  i s  a  form of communicative i n t e r a c t i o n  i n  t h a t  it e f f e c t s  a  

q u a l i t a t i v e  change i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  system; i t  makes 

a  "d i f f e r ence  .l The v a r i a b l e s  of dynamic dens i ty  -- of canrnuni- 

c a t i v i ; i n t e r a c t i o n s  -- i n  t u r n  i nc lude  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s t r i b u -  

t i o n  of t he  population and t h e  f o m s  of canmunication t r a n s p o r t -  

a t i o n  technologies  t h a t  a l t e r  geographica l  d i s t a n c e s  i n  s o c i a l  

L i f e .  a a n g e s  i n  communication and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  technology,  

t h e n ,  a f f e c t  t he  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e s  i n  a  geographica l  a r e a ;  t h e r e -  

f o r e ,  they  a l s o  e f f e c t  changes i n  t h e  a c t u a l  and p o t e n t i a l  dens i ty  

of canmunicative i n t e r a c t i o n s  and s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s .  

The study of "urbanism" i n  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  pe r spec t ive ,  t h e n ,  

is  t h e  morphological a n a l y s i s  of t h e  interdependence between t h e  

s o c i a l  and t e r r i t o r i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  

d i v i s i o n  of labour.  This  would sugges t  t h a t  t h i s  pe r spec t ive  is 

sea rch ing  f o r  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  t heo ry  of "urbanism." Havever , its 

urban theory i s  a  f u n c t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  e c o l o g i c a l l y  def ined  

concept  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l abour .  I n  o ther  words, t h e  d i v i s i o n  of 

labour  i s  not i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a purely s o c i a l  process , i .e ., a s  

t h e  product of s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y ;  r a t h e r ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of labour 

is understood t o  be a  pre-condi t ion  of s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  i t s e l f  i n  

t h a t  it is a  b io -eco log ica l  p rocess  i n  o r i g i n .  It i s  bio-ecologic-  



a 1  because it is a  farm of organiza t ion  of adap ta t i on  of human 

l i f e  i n  t h e  processes of "the s t r u g g l e  f  cr ex i s t ence"  of a l l  forms 

of organic  l i f e .  

While t h e  c u l t u r a l  approach t o  t h e  s tudy  of "urbanism a s  a  

way of l i f  elr under played t h e  importance of t h e  interdependence 

between t h e  d iv i s ion  of labour and its f u n c t i o n s  i n  s o c i a l  organ- 

i z a t i o n ,  t h e  morphological approach i g n o r e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  

c u l t u r e  a s  a  system of va lues  might perform a  f u n c t i o n a l  r o l e  i n  

t h e  organiza t ion  of t h e  s o c i a l  order and of urban l i f e .  

( i i i )  "Urbanism" a s  a  s o c i a l  p r ac t i ce  i n  product ion - 

The t h i r d  urban perspec t ive  t o  have been d iscussed  i n  t h i s  

t h e s i s  has  been Manuel c a s t e l l s t  p a r t i c u l a r  a p p l i c a t i o n  of Marxian 

concep t s  t o  t h e  ana lys i s  of "urbanism a s  a  way of l i f e . "  C a s t e l l s f  

deployment of t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  concept ion of h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  i n v e s t -  

i g a t i o n  of t h e  processes  of urban l i f e  is a  theory  of t h e  s o c i a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  and p r a c t i c e s  of t h e  production of urban space .  The 

"urban s t r u c t u r e "  i n  t h i s  perspec t ive  h a s  been i d e n t i f i e d  a s  a  

p a r t i c u l a r  t e r r i t o r i a l  express ion  ( r e f l e c t i o n )  of t h e  organiza t ion  

of t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  mode of production 

of a  s o c i a l  formation.  I n  t h i s  view, t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  s t a t u s  of 

t h e  c i t y  i s  explained i n  terms of i ts de te rmina t ions  by t h e  

o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  processes  of production i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  

"Urbanism", t hen ,  denotes  t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  organize 

product ion - i n  t h e  c i t y .  

S o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion ,  i n  t h i s  pe r spec t ive ,  is expla ined  a l s o  

a s  a  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  of product ion.  S o c i a l  organiza-  

t i o n  i n  c a s t e l l s t  pe r spec t ive  is  t h e  organiza t ion  of t h e  s o c i a l  



r e l a t i o n s  of production. Mare s p e c i f i c a l l y  , i n  s o c i e t i e s  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  pr imari ly  by t h e  production of c m m o d i t i e s  f o r  

exchange -- i .e., by t h e  daninance of economic r e l a t i o n s  i n  

production -- t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  is comprised 

of c o n t r a d i c t o r y  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s .  To put it another  way : t h e  

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  is def ined  by t h e  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  r e l a t i o n s  of two 

c l a s s e s :  ( a )  a  c l a s s  comprised of producers  of commodities who 

do not  own t h e  means of production or t h e  means of d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of t h e s e  ccmmodities, and ( b )  a  c l a s s  c m p r i s e d  of t h e  owners 

of t h e  means of production who a l s o  c o n t r o l  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  or 

exchange of commodities. S o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  

o rgan iza t ion  of con t r ad i c to ry  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  o r i g i n a t e  frcm 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n s  t o  t h e  means of product ion.  I n  

s h o r t ,  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion ,  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  d e s i g n a t e s  pos i t i ons  

and r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of labour .  

"Urbanism a s  a  way of l i f e " ,  t h e n ,  can be understood f u l l y  

only i n  terms of i ts  g e n e t i c  and s t r u c t u r a l  connec t ion  t o  t h e  

o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  e c o n m i c  and s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  of production 

i n  gene ra l .  I n  other words, "urbanism a s  a  way of l i f e "  h a s  

e x i s t e n c e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  world i n s o f a r  a s  it i s  an " e f f e c t "  or 

exp re s s ion  of t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  organize production i n  

t h e  c i t y .  The s tudy of "urbanism", t h e r e f  o r e ,  i m p l i e s  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  economic and s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  urban 

system i n  t h e  mode of product ion t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a  s o c i a l  

f o rma t ion .  Hence, according t o  C a s t e l l s ,  i n  monopoly c a p i t a l i s m ,  

i .e., i n  t h e  s o c i a l  and economic system c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  

product ion of c m m o d i t i e s  f o r  exchange v a l u e ,  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of 



t h e  urban system can  be understood b e s t  i n  terms of t h e  organ- 

i z a t i o n  of t h e  processes  of c o l l e c t i v e  consumption. c o l l e c t i v e  

consumption i n  C a s t e l l s t  pe r spec t ive  d e s c r i b e s  a  product ,  i .e.,  

a  commodity, and a  s o c i a l  p rocess ,  i .e . , t h e  s o c i a l  and t h e  

economic organiza t ion  of t h e  production of t h i s  commodity. On 

t h e  one hand, according t o  C a s t e l l s ,  c o l l e c t i v e  consumption denotes  

comnodit ies  whose p roduc t im  is not  p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l  

but  whose production ensu re s  t h e  smooth func t ion ing  of c a p i t a l ;  

hence t h e i r  production must be assured  by i n c r e a s i n g  S t a t e  i n t e r -  

vent ion i n t o  economic production. On t h e  o the r  hand, c o l l e c t i v e  

~ c n s u r n p t i o n ~ ~ r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  

"mass" consumpt ion of t h e s e  commodities. This  r e f e r e n c e  a l s o  

i n c l u d e s  t h e  i nc reased  r o l e  of t h e  S t a t e  i n  t h i s  o rgan iza t ion .  

The "urban s t r u c t u r e " ,  i .e., urban space ,  according t o  t h i s  

pe r spec t ive ,  t hen ,  i s  both t h e  e f f e c t  and t h e  express ion  of t h e  

o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  of production i n  t h e  c i t y .  

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between urban space  and 

urban s o c i a l  l i f e ,  t h e n ,  must be  seen a s  t h e  s tudy  of t h o s e  s o c i a l  

and p o l i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  o rganize  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c i t y .  

"Urbanism a s  a  way of l i f e "  i s  n e i t h e r  a  new c u l t u r a l  form nor 

t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  f u n c t i o n  of " the s t r u g g l e  f o r  e x i s t e n c e "  but  i s  

t h e  s p e c i f i c  express ion  of t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i n  t h e  urban realm. 

The c i t y  i n  l a t e  c a p i t a l i s m ,  accord ing  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  i s  both a  

f u n c t i o n a l  system and a  s o c i a l  express ion  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of 

t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h i s  mode of product ion.  

The d i scus s ion  of t h e  p o s s i b l e  r o l e s  of what have been 

def ined  h e r e  a s  cammunicative i n t e r a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  t r ans fo rma t ion  



of e i t h e r  t h e  urban or t h e  soc i a l  s t r u c t u r e  a r e  conspicuously 

absent  i n  C a s t e l l s t  s o c i a l  theory of urban l i f e .  c a s t e l l s  ' 
' I soc ia l  f a c t s M  are not  s o c i a l  c o n t a c t s  bu t  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  

organize product ion.  H i s  s o c i a l  theory  is a theory of s o c i a l  

a c t i o n  ( p r a x i s )  and not  a  theory of forms of s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n .  

Communicative i n t e r a c t i o n s  i n  c a s t e l l s '  soc io logy  a r e  no t  t h e  

v a r i a b l e s  of new forms of s o c i a l  l i f e ;  r a t h e r ,  they  a r e  seen a s  

t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  s o c i a l  p r ac t i ce s  of production. 

Change i n  t h e  urban system, t hen ,  is t h e  e f f e c t  of t h F  
\ 

ex igenc i e s  of t h e  organiza t ion  of product ion.  What b r i n g s  about 
d 

change i n  t h e  urban system is  what t ransforms  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  

t h e  r eo rgan iza t ion  of t h e  s o c i a l  and economic r e l a t i o n s  of product- 

i o n .  According t o  C a s t e l l s ,  t hen ,  s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion  does not  

change i n  and because of ccmmunication; it  changes because t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  of product ion a r e  reorganized .  This r e o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

i n  t u r n ,  changes t h e  forms of cmmunicat ion a s  we l l .  

I n  C a s t e l l s t  perspec t ive  on t h e  urban sphere ,  s p a t i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  are nothing more 3r less than  t h e  exp re s s ions  -- or 

products  -- of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  o rganiza t ion  of t h e  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  of product ion.  "Urbanism", t h e n ,  i s  a way of organ- 

i z i n g  product ion i n  space ;  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of product ion,  

"urbanismt' r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s p a t i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  economic 

r e l a t i o n s  of p roduct ion .  Since economic r e l a t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r i z e  

product ion i n  c a p i t a l i s m ,  "urbanism" according t o  C a s t e l l s  i s  

t h e  s o c i a l  e f f e c t  of t h e  economic organiza t ion  of labour  power 

i n  advanced c a p i t a l i s m .  c a s t e l l s  conc lus ions ,  a s  t h o s e  of t h e  

e c o l o g i c a l  pe r spec t ive ,  sugges t  t h a t  tlurbanisml' i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  



t h e  product of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of labour i n  s o c i a l  l i f e .  However, 

whi le  f o r  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  perspect ive,  tturbanismrf is t h e  soc io log ic -  

a l  express ion  of t h e  bio-ecological  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of 

labour i n  a l l  organic  systems, f o r  C a s t e l l s  , t h i s  t 'expression't  

i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  a  product of t h e  economic r e l a t i o n s  of i n d u s t r i a l  

product ion.  

A Recommendation f o r  a  So lu t ion :  cmmunication a s  a  S o c i a l  R a c t i c e  

I n  s ea rch ing  f o r  a  ' s o l u t i o n t  t o  t h e  problematic posed by C a s t e l l s  ' 

q u e s t i o n ,  it h a s  been suggested i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  083ECT of urban 

t h e o r i z i n g ,  i .e., t h e  d i s t i n c t  conceptua l  e n t i t y  of urban t h e o r y ,  is 

"urbanismtt a s  a  mode of s & i a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  i .e . , a s  a  " s o c i a l  f a c t t 1 .  Thus 

it h a s  been sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  concept of "urbanism" d e s c r i b e s  c e r t a i n  

s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n s  and e f fec t s  of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  o rgan iza t ion  of 

s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s .  

The d i sagreements  among t h e  v a r i o u s  pe r spec t iv s r ev i ewed  h e r e  a r e  not 

about t h e  o r i g i n a t i n g  ques t i on  of t h e  s o c i a l  i nqu i ry  i n t o  urban phenmena. 

Rather ,  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  disagreements  over t h e  pos s ib l e  r ange  of 

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  dynamics of t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of s o c i a l  forms and t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e i r  

t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

The t h r e e  pe r spec t ives  t h a t  have been i d e n t i f i e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of 

t h e i r  approach t o  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  gene ra l  have a l l  sugges t ed ,  i n  

sane s e n s e ,  t h a t  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  e f f e c t ,  andlor  - e x p r e s s ,  t h e  pr oces se s  

of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  i n  g e n e r a l .  I n  o ther  words, "urbanism", i n  t h e s e  

t h e o r i e s ,  is  a func t ion  a s  well a s  a  v a r i a b l e  i n  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion .  

The c u l t u r a l  and t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  on "urbanism", i d e n t i f i e d  



here a s  t r a d i t i o n a l  approaches,  advanced a  theory  of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  .: I 
based on t h e  c l a im  t h a t  communication i s ,  i n  sane s e n s e ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of 

I 

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of s o c i a l  l i f e  and of s o c i a l  order .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  

c u l t u r a l  pe r spec t ive  d e s c r i b e s  "urbanism" a s  a  d i s t i n c t  and evo lu t iona ry  

f  orm of o rgan iza t ion  of communicative i n t e r a c t i o n .  The d m i n a n c e  of t h i s  

form i n  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y ,  according t o  t h i s  perspec t ive ,  p o i n t s  t o  an  

evolu t ionary  t r ans fo rma t ion  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  order  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  

I n  o the r  words, accord ing  t o  t h i s  pe r spec t ive ,  "urbanism" -- t h e  organ- 

i z a t i o n  of canmunicat ive i n t e r a c t i o n s  i n  t h i s  s p e c i f i c  form -- i s  a  u n i v e r s a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  evo lu t ion  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  

I n  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  pe r spec t ive ,  on t h e  o ther  hand, t h e  communicative 

i n t e r a c t i o n s  of a  t e r r i t o r i a l  l'ccmmunity'l -- t h e  dynamic dens i ty  of t h e  
', 

population of an  a r e a  -- func t ion  a s  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  

order  of t h e  s o c i a l  canmunity i n  t h e  same geographical  a r e a .  In  o the r  words 

canmunicative i n t e r a c t i o n s  a r e  no t  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  o rde r  of 

s o c i a l  l i f e ;  r a t h e r  they func t ion  a s  v a r i a b l e s  i n  t h e  organiza t ion  of t h e  

d i v i s i o n  of l abour  both i n  t h e  geographica l  and t h e  s o c i a l  community. 

Thus t h e  c u l t u r a l  and t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  approaches t o  "urbanism" and i ts 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  i n  g e n e r a l  stress t h e  r o l e  of cmmuni- 

c a t i o n  technology i n  t h e  de t e rmina t ions  and t h e  t r ans fo rma t ions  of t h e  

urban system and t h e  s o c i a l  system. S p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i n  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s ,  have been cons idered  t o  

be t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  v a r i a b l e s  of t h e  processes  of communications and , t he re -  

f o r e ,  i n d i r e c t l y ,  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  S p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  e x p r e s s  s o c i a l  

d i s t a n c e s ;  s o c i a l  d i s t a n c e s ,  i n  t u r n ,  a f f e c t  t h e  cond i t i ons  and t h e  forms 

of communicative i n t e r a c t i o n s .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  

t h e  cond i t i on ing  va r i ab l e s4 )o f  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion .  



The f i r s t  two  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a t t r i b u t e  a  number of p o s i t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  t o  

s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  These p e r s p e c t i v e s  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  s b c i a l  change can b e  brought about  by merely  a l t e r i n g - t h e  s p a t i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  of s o c i a l  l i fe .  The sugges t ion  t h a t  t h e  r a t i o n a l  p lann ing  of t h e  

urban s t r u c t u r e  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  a  more r a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  

fo rms  t h ~ t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  urban system is  c e r t a i n l y  a  s t r o n g  u n d e r c u r r e n t  of 

t h e s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  Following u p  on t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n  one c o u l d  a r g u e  t h a t  

urban p lann ing  might s e r v e  a s  a  s t r a t e g y  f o r  t h e  development of a  more 

r a t i o n a l  form of o r g a n i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l .  

However, t h e  t h i r d  p e r s p e c t i v e  reviewed d o e s  not  s h a r e  i n  t h e  r a t i o n a l  

optimism abou t  t h e  s o c i a l  effects of t h e  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of s p a t i a l  fo rms .  

For Cas te  11s , t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  no  such r e l a t i o n s h i p  

c a n  e x i s t  between ccmmunicat ians ,  s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and s o c i a l  change.  

The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  is  s i m p l e ;  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  communications and 

s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  r a t h e r  than  t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  

s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  t h e  de te rmined  e f f e c t s  of t h i s  o r d e r .  . 
The v a r i a b l e s  of s o c i a l  ~ g a n i z a t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s  , t h e n ,  are 

no t  t h e  f o r m s  of communicative i n t e r a c t i o n s  b u t  t h e  s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e s  of 

p roduc t ion .  C m m u n i c a t i v e  i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  i n  t u r n ,  are t h e  e f f e c t s ,  o r  

"products" ,  of t h e s e  s o c i a l  p a c t i c e s  of p r o d u c t i o n .  The v a r i a b l e s  of 

c a n m u n i c a t i m s ,  t h e n ,  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  s o c i a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  s p a t i a l .  

T h i s  s o c i a l  v a r i a b l e ,  i n  turn, is a l w a y s  s p e c i f i c ;  it i s  s p e c i f i e d  by t h e  

p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e  mode of p r o d u c t i o n  of a  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n .  

I n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  a n a l y s i s  of Western i n d u s t r i a l  societies, t h e  s o c i a l  

v a r i a b l e  of c m m u n i c a t i v e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  is c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by t h e  dominance of 

economic r e l a t i o n s  i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  o r  by t h e  dominance of economic p r a c t i c e s .  

Thus, a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  v iew,  c a n m u n i c a t i v e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  a r e  t h e  social  



e f f e c t s  of t h e  econcmic  r e l a t i o n s  of  p r o d c u t i o n .  

The p l a n n i n g  of s p a t i a l  f o r m s ,  s u c h  a s  u r b a n  s p a c e ,  f o r  example ,  i s  n o t  

a n  a d e q u a t e  s t r a t e g y  f o r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e  t h e n .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  i n  t h i s  v i ew,  

s u c h  p l a n n i n g  mere ly  r e i n f o r c e s  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o ;  it is  a  means of e n s u r i n g  

t h e  smooth f u n c t i o n i n g  of economic p r a c t i c e s .  Change i n  t h e  u rban  s t r u c t u r e ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  C a s t e l l s ,  c a n  o n l y  b e  e f f e c t e d  t h r o u g h  r a d i c a l  change  i n  t h e  

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Changing s p a t i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e n , d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  

a d e q u a t e  s t r a t e g y  f o r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e ;  s u c h  e f f o r t s  a t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  p o s s e s s  

o n l y  a  t a c t i c a l  v a l u e  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s o c i a l  c h a n g e .  

I n  t h i s  r e v i e w  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  i n  u rban  t h e o r i z i n g ,  it h a s  

been  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  c a n m u n i c a t i o n s  a s  s o c i a l  a c t i o n ,  and  communicat ion t e c h -  

n o l o g y  a s  a f u n c t i o n i n  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r ,  p l a y  a c e n t r a l  r o l e  n o t  o n l y  

i n  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of u r b a n i z a t i o n  i n  Western  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  s o c i e t i e s ,  b u t  

a l s o  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e i r  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  It h a s  

been  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  communica t ion  i n  u r b a n  t h e o r i z i n g  h a s  been  u n d e r s t o o d  

a s  a s o c i a l  phenomenon t h a t  is, on t h e  one  h a n d ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  and  t h e  b a s i s  

of s o c i a l  o r d e r  a n d ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  m e r e l y  a n  e f f e c t  of t h i s  o r d e r .  

From a ccmrnun ica t iona l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e n ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  case, ' b rban i sm"  

a p p e a r s  t o  d e s c r i b e  a  new form of o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  communica t ive  i n t e r a c t i o n s  

i n  g e n e r a l ;  it d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s p a t i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of c u l t u r a l  f o r m s .  I n  t h e  

s e c o n d  c a s e ,  t h e  r e f e r e n t  of "urbanism" was  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  pr messes 

of t h e  s p a t i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of economic  r e l a t i o n s .  I n  e i t h e r  case, t h e  

s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l  a n d  economic  f u n c t i o n s  of  c a n m u n i c a t i o n s ,  and  t h e i r  

r e l a t i o n s  t o  u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  o r  t o  t h e  s p a t i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  v a r i o u s  

e l e m e n t s  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  r e m a i n  y e t  t o  b e  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e o r y .  

What n e e d s  t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d ,  t h e n ,  is t h e  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n  of communica t ions  

i n  p r o d u c t i v e  ac t iv i t i e s ,  a n d  i n  t h e  s o c i a l ,  economic  and c u l t u r a l  o r g a n i z a -  



t i o n  of t h e s e  productive a c t i v i t i e s .  

I n  more conc re t e  terms, a p o t e n t i a l  avenue f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  

f u n c t i o n s  of canmunication and of canmnica t ion  t echno log ie s  i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  

i n t e g r a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e  h a s  been a l ready  i n d i c a t e d  by t h e  B.C. Te l  s tudy  

( S a l t e r  e t  a l ,  1979) .  The B.C. Tel s tudy sugges ted  t h a t  "urbanism" a s  a 

c u l t u r a l  form,i .e . ,  a s  a system of va lues ,  can be viewed a s  a s o c i a l  and 

economic p a t t e r n  of u rban iza t ion .  The i n t r o d u c t i o n  of new ccmmunications 

t echno log ie s  i n t o  t h e  remote communities of t h e  r e s o u r c e  r eg ions  of B r i t i s h  

Columbia h a s  had a profound impact on t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  and 

c u l t u r a l  l i f e  of t h e s e  canmuni t ies .  The new canmun ica t ims  t echno log ie s  

a l l ows  f o r  -- or a s  sane would a rgue ,  a r e  in tended  f o r  -- t h e  d i ssemina t ion  

of c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s ,  such a s  "urbanism" a s  a mode of e x i s t e n c e  t o  be d e s i r e d ,  

i n t o  remote r e g i o n s  where t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  t hey  f o s t e r  cannot be met by 

l o c a l  r e sou rces .  I n  o ther  words, t h e  d i ssemina t ion  of c u l t u r a l  va lues  i s  

seen i n  te rms  of &he consumer needs they a r e  a b l e  t o  generate .  

I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  t hen ,  t h e  disseminat ion of t h e  c u l t u r a l  forms of t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  c i t y  a c t s  a s  a method of i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  demand f o r  consumer 

goods. "Urbanism" a s  a c u l t u r a l  f  orrn ex t ends  t h e  market beyond t h e  phys ica l  

l i m i t s  of t h e  c i t y ;  it homogenizes needs and demands over g r e a t e r  t e r r i t o r i e s  

and a c r o s s  s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s .  The c u l t u r a l  express ions  of 

" u r b a n i ~ m ~ ~  -- t h e  modes of e x i s t e n c e  sugges ted  a s  d e s i r a b l e  -- a r e  determined 

not i n  response  t o  l o c a l  needs and r e s o u r c e s ,  b u t  i n  terms of t h e  economic 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of va lues .  ~ h u s  "urbanism" a s  a c u l t u r a l  f orm is ,  i n  f a c t ,  

a m a t e r i a l ,  i .e . , product ive f o r c e  i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of s o c i a l  

p r a c t i c e s .  

canmunication , both technology and program producing p r a c t i c e s ,  appears  

then a s  a d i s t i n c t  form .of s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of 



economic r e l a t i o n s .  \ f i a t  needs  t o  be s p e c i f i e d ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between "urbanism" a s  a  mode of s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e  and ccmmunications a s  a 

s o c i a l  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  i n t e g r a t e s  t h e  var ious  s o c i a l ,  economic, and c u l t u r a l  

forms of " e x p r e ~ s i o n s ~ ~  i n t o  a  s i n g l e  coherent  "s ta tement"  or "proposi t ion" 

about s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion .  I n  other words, a  canprehens ive  urban theo ry ,  

a s  a  t heo ry  of t h e  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e ,  ought t o  inc lude  an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  r o l e  of canmnica t ion  i n  a l l  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  forms of 

i n t e g r a t i o n  of s o c i a l  l i f e .  

I n  answer t o  C a s t e l l s '  ques t i on ,  t h e n ,  y e s ,  t h e r e  i s  an urban sociology.  

This soc io logy ,  however, is a sociology of t h e  s p a t i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  of 

econanic ,  i n d u s t r i a l  and c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  g e n e r a l .  The "urban s t r u c -  

t u r e "  happens t o  be one p a r t i c u l a r  form of t h e  s p a t i a l  o rganiza t ion  of t h i s  

i n t e g r a t i o n .  Moreover, t h e  ob j ec t  of t h i s  mode of t h e o r i z i n g  c o n s i s t s  of 

t h e  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  s e r i e s  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between s o c i a l ,  economic 

and c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s .  I n  b r i e f ,  t h e n ,  t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  desc r ibe  s o c i a l  

a c t i o n ;  t h e y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  a c t i o n s  of t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

a s p e c t s  of s o c i a l  e x i s t e n c e .  

U l t ima te ly ,  however, t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  urban s p h e r e ,  whether 

f r  an a  c u l t u r a l ,  e c o l o g i c a l ,  Marxist or c anmunicat ional  pe r spec t ive ,  has  a  

p r a c t i c a l  purpose. The problematic  of urban soc io logy  is  not  merely 

e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l ;  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  problematic  of urban sociology 

i s  i n  t h e  socrial world,  it is  i n  t h e  c i t y .  Hence, t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  test  of 

urban t h e o r i z i n g  must be conducted not  merely i n  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  bu t  

i n  t h e  s o c i a l  world where its mandate ought t o  be  t o  s eek  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  

problems and t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  p roces se s  of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  i n  

space .  Th i s  "test" i s  a l s o  i n  t h e  kind of p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n s  urban t h e o r i z -  

i n g  h e l p s  t o  develop i n  response  t o  t h e  problems and i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h e  



i n c r e a s i n g  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  environment i n  t h e  processes  of t h e  s p a t i a l  

i n t e g r a t i o n  of economic r e l a t i o n s .  



PART I 

INTRODUCTION 

1. The term " c u l t u r a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e "  i s  borrowed h e r e  f r a n  M .  e a s t e l l s  
(1977)  a n d  is  u s e d  t o  r e f e r  t o  any  p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a t  i n v e s t i g a t e s  
t h e  n a t u r e  of  u r b a n  l i f e  and of soc ia l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  terms of 
c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  f  orrns and c m t e n t s  of  c u l t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n s .  

2. T h i s  p h r a s e  o r i g i n a t e s  f r a n  t h e  t i t l e  of Lou i s  W i r t h ' s  c l a s s i c  
e s s a y  on t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  u r b a n  l i fe .  T h i s  e s s a y  
i s  "Urbanism A s  A Way Of L i f e "  (1964[1938] ). 

For  a  g e n e r a l  criticism of P a r k ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
be tween u r b a n i z a t i o n ,  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  and c u l t u r e ,  see 
M. C a s t e l l s  (1976a ,  1976b ,  and 1 9 7 7 ) ,  D.  Harvey ( 1 9 7 3 ) ,  and 
G .  S j o b e r g  ( 1 9 6 5 a ) .  

The term e c o l o g y  i s  d e r i v e d  f r a n  t h e  Greek  word o i k o s ,  meaning 
h o u s e ,  or p l a c e  t o  l i v e  i n .  E r n s t  H a e c k e l ,  t h e  b i o l o g i s t ,  was 
t h e  f i rs t  t o  u s e  t h e  term ! ' e c o l o g y 1  i n  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  of p l a n t  
and  a n i m a l  l i f e  i n  1868 .  

Durkheirn 's classic d e f i n i t i o n  of a ' s o c i a l  f a c t  ' h a s  been  g i v e n  
a s  f o l l o w s :  "A s o c i a l  f a c t  i s  e v e r y  way of a c t i n g ,  f i x e d  o r  n o t ,  
c a p a b l e  of e x e r c i s i n g  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n  e x t e r n a l  c o n s t r a i n t  ; 
o r  a g a i n ,  e v e r y  way of a c t i n g  which i s  g e n e r a l  t h r o u g h o u t  a  g i v e n  
s o c i e t y ,  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same time e x i s t i n g  i n  i ts own r i g h t  independ-  
e n t  of i t s  i n d i v i d u a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s "  (1966 : l 3 )  

The c o n c e p t  of c a u s a l i t y  is  u s e d  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  i n  t h e  manner i n  
which it h a s  been  s p e c i f i e d  and d e f i n e d  by Durkheim i n  The R u l e s  
of S o c i o l o g i c a l  Method (1966).  F i r s t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Durkheim , t h e  
a n a l y s i s  of s o c i a l  f a c t s  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  t o  e a c h  o t h e r  r e q u i r e s  
t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  o b s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  c o n j u n c t i o n  of c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r -  
i s t ics  of s o c i a l  p h e n m e n a  and t h e i r  o r d e r  of o c c u r r e n c e .  System- 
a t i c  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  o r  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  of s o c i a l  t h i n g s  a s  t h e y  f i r s t  
a p p e a r ,  p r p v i d e s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e i r  i n t e r s u b j e c t i v i t y  , 
o r  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e  s t a t u s .  Thus ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Dur kheim , "[when] 
t h e  s o c i o l o g i s t  u n d e r t a k e s  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of s a n e  o r d e r  of s o c i a l  
f a c t s ,  h e  must  e n d e a v o r  t o  c o n s i d e r  t hem from a n  a s p e c t  t h a t  i s  
i n d e p e n d e n t  of t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s "  (1966 :45 ). A f t e r  
t h e  o b j e c t i v e  s t a t u s  of s o c i a l  f a c t s  h a s  been  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  a c c a r d -  
i n g  t o  Durkheim, w e  are  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  
n a t u r e  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  be tween them. 



Thus, t h e  second s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  
c a u s e s  of s o c i a l  f a c t s  is  t h a t  we sea rch  f o r  t h e i r  ' c a u s e s '  i n  
t h e  realm of t h e  t h u s  e s t a b l i s h e d  o b j e c t i v e  world of s o c i a l  
f a c t s  : "The determining cause of a s o c i a l  f a c t  should  be sought 
among t h e  s o c i a l  f a c t s  preceding it and no t  among t h e  s t a t e s  of 
i n d i v i d u a l  consc iousnes s l~  (1966 :110). Moreover, t h e  t h i r d  spec i -  
f i c a t i o n  of t h e  n a t u r e  of c a u s a l i t y  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  world,  i n  
Durkheim's view, ex tends  t o  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of 
s o c i a l  f a c t s  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  world: "The f u n c t i o n  of 
a  s o c i a l  f a c t  cannot  be but s o c i a l ,  i .e., i t  c o n s i s t s  of t h e  
product ion of s o c i a l l y  u se fu l  e f f e c t s 1 '  (1966 :110). 

CHAPTER 2 

For a  d i s cus s ion  of t h e  soc io log ica l  e f f e c t s  of numbers i n  s o c i a l  
i n t e r a c t i o n ,  see G .  Simmel, "On t h e  S i q n i f i c a n c e  of Numbers i n  
S o c i a l  L i f e "  i n  The ~ o c i o l & ~  of ~ i m m e i  (New York: The Free P re s s ,  
1969) .  

The s o c i o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  o f . - the  dens i ty  of i n t e r a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  
c i t y  are s u c c i n c t l y  discussed by S i m m l  i n  h i s  c l a s s i c  e s say  on 
t h e  c i t y  : "The Metropol is  and Mental L i f e "  i n  The Sociology of 
Simmel (New York: The Free P r e s s ,  1969) .  

Of t h e s e  criticisms, t h e  most i l l u m i n a t i n g  ones have been o f f e r ed  
by G. Sjoberg (1965a) and M .  C a s t e l l s  (1977: Chapter 5 ) .  

For an  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  independent and dependent v a r i a b l e s  of 
urbanizatTon i n  t h e  soc io log ica l  t h e o r i e s  of t h e  Chicago schoo l ,  
see G. Sjoberg (1965a) and M.  C a s t e l l s  (1976a).  

See Duncan and R e i s s  (1956),  Willmott  and Young (1960) and 
L. S a l t e r  e t  a 1  (1979).  

The concept  of ideo logy  is ,  of cou r se ,  a  r a t h e r  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e  
i n  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e ,  sociology and i n  Marxis t  ana lyses  of s o c i a l  
l i f e ,  and i n  s o c i a l  theory i n  gene ra l .  I n  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h i s  
deba t e ,  " i d e o l o g i c a l  account",  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  -- i .e., i n  t h e  
c o n t e x t  of C a s t e l l s l  criticism -- i s  used accord ing  t o  ~ a s t e l l s '  
s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  term ideology.  3 r i e f  l y  , f o r  C a s t e l l s ,  t h e  
i d e o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  of a  s o c i a l  t heo ry  d e r i v e s  from its a t t empt s  
t o  u n i v e r s a l i z e  -- i .e . ,  t o  r ende r  a h i s t o r i c  -- t h e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
and s o c i a l l y  s p e c i f i c  processes  and forms t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  
e v e n t s  and o b j e c t s  of i ts  t h e o r e t i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  I n  o ther  
words, according t o  C a s t e l l s ,  an i d e o l o g i c a l  t heo ry ,  wh i l e  it  might 
perform an h i s t o r i c a l l y  s p e c i f i c  f u n c t i o n  i n  t h e  a c t u a l  s o c i a l  
rea lm,  i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  realm it f a i l s  t o  r ecogn ize  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
and s o c i a l  s p e c i f i c i t y  of i ts c o n t e n t s .  Thus, i n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  
urban theo ry  of t h e  Chicago school  a s  ' i d e o l o g i c a l  ' , C a s t e l l s  
i m p l i e s  t h a t  it does  no t  spec i fy  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  and s o c i a l  s p e c i f i c -  



i t y  of t h e  o b j e c t s  and e v e n t s  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  o b j e c t s  of its 
t h e o r e t i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  i .e . , t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  and  s o c i a l  
s p e c i f i c i t y  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  o b j e c t s  of t h e i r  hypo- 
t h e s e s .  

PART I1 

CHAPTER 3 

1. Raymond Wil l iams h a s  pointed out t h e  pr imary meaning of t h e  term 
c u l t u r e  a s  'husbandry,  or  t h e  t e n d i n g  of a n i m a l s  and c r o p s '  i n  
Keywords (1976). Thus,  according t o  Wi l l i ams :  

C u l t u r e  i n  a l l  i t s  e a r l y  u s e s  was a  noun of p r o c e s s :  
t h e  t e n d i n g  of s a n e t h i n g ,  b a s i c a l l y  c r o p s  o r  a n i m a l s .  
The s u b s i d i a r y  c o u l t e r - p l o u g h s h a r e  , had  t r a v e l l e d  by a 
d i f f e r e n t  l i n g u i s t i c  r o u t e ,  from c u l t e r  , L-ploughshare ,  
c u l t e r ,  oE, t o  t h e  v a r i a n t  E n g l i s h  s p e l l i n g s  c u l t e r ,  
c o l t e r ,  c o u l t e r ,  and a s  l a t e  a s  eC17 c u l t u r e  (Webster, 
Duchess of M a l f i ,  111, ii: ' h o t  b u r n i n g  c u l t u r e s ' ) .  T h i s  
provided a  f u r t h e r  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  n e x t  s t a g e  of 
meaning, by metaphor ,  Frav eC16 t h e  t e n d i n g  of n a t u r a l  
growth was e x t e n d e d  t o  a  p r o c e s s  of human development and 
t h i s ,  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  meaning i n  husbandry ,  was t h e  
main s e n s e  u n t i l  1C18 and eC19 (Wi l l i ams ,  1976:77).  

The t e m p o r a l  s e q u e n c e  of s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
McKenzie, i s  a  v a r i a b l e  of t e c h n o l o g i c a l  developments .  These 
deve lopments  a f f e c t  d i f f e r e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways and  
a t  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s :  i n  sane  c a s e s  t h e y  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  growth of 
c e r t a f n  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  i n  o t h e r s  t h e y  r e n d e r  c e r t a i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
o b s o l e t e ,  and i n  s a n e  i n s t a n c e s  t h e y  b r i n g  abou t  new i n s t i t u t i o n a l  
f o r m s  . For i n s t a n c e ,  developments i n  communication t e c h n o l o g y ,  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  McKenzie, had r a d i c a l  e f f e c t s  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
of t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of s o c i a l  l i f e :  "By e n l a r g i n g  t h e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  r a n g e  of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e s e  new a g e n c i e s  
of  l o c a l  canrnunicat i o n  d i s r u p t e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  e q u i l i b r i u m ,  
i n v o k e d  new f  orms of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  and d i v i s i o n  of 
l a b o u r ,  and set t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a  new s p a t i a l  p a t t e r n  of l o c a l  
r e l a t i o n s w  (1968 :lO7). 

3. The " c o n c e n t r i c  zone1'  model of urban growth developed by E .  Burgess  
w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  Chapter 4. E i r i e f ly ,  B u r g e s s '  model h o l d s  
t h a t  c i t ies  e x h i b i t  a  u n i v e r s a l  t endency  of growth f rom t h e  c e n t e r  
ou tward  by r a d i a l  expans ion .  

CHAPTER ( 4  

1. I n  r e v i e w i n g  B u r g e s s '  " c o n c e n t r i c  zone"  model of u rban  g rowth ,  
Quinn  (1950)  r a i s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of its a p p l i c a b i l i t y  a s  a  model 
of a l l  urban growth.  Quinn h a s  obse rved  t h a t  h r g e s s '  h y p o t h e s i s  
of u r b a n  expans ion  by f i v e  s u c c e s s i v e  z o n e s  i s  based  on a t  l e a s t  



f o u r  major assumptions about t h e  constancy of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
of urban systems and of s o c i a l  o rganiza t ion .  According t o  Quinn, 
t h e s e  assumptions " l i m i t  t h e  scope of a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  hypo- 
t h e s i s "  (1950:120). I n  Quinn ' s  e v a l u a t i o n ,  f3urgess; model assumes 
t h e  fo l l owing  u n i v e r s a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  about urban systems: 
( i )  t h e  f i v e  zone s t r u c t u r e  is  t h e  r e s u l t  of t h e  process  of expan- 
s i o n  and d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  and not  of planning;  ( i i  ) c i t i e s  have a 
a  c a n m e r c i a l - i n d u s t r i a l  economic base;  ( i i i )  t h e  popu la t i ons  of 
c i t ies  a r e  h e t e r o g e n w s ,  and ( i v )  c i t i e s  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by 
p r i v a t e  ownership of urban land ,  and a  high degree of economic 
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  (1950:120-2). 

CHAPTER 5  

1. The term "ecologica l  ccinplex" o r i g i n a t e s  from t h e  work of O t i s  
D. Duncan. Duncan, one of t h e  more a rden t  advocates  of neoe 
eco logy ,  ha s  developed Hawley's concept of t h e  commynity s t r u c t u r e  
a s  an organiza t ion  of f u n c t i o n a l l y  in te rdependent  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
For a  f u r t h e r  d i s cus s ion  see  Schnore, l965a.  

CHAPTER 6  

1. I was a  r e sea rche r  and in t e rv i ewer  i n  t h i s  s tudy.  

CONCLUSIONS 

1. I n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  of ' t h e  scope of human eco logy ' ,  Schnore e l a b o r a t e s  
on t h e  s i m i l a r i t y  between Park ' s  e c o l o g i c a l  approach t o  t h e  form- 
a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and Durkheim 's s o c i o l o g i c a l  concept  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n  of l abour  and i t s  r o l e  i n  t h e  format ion  of t h e  
s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  (See Schnore,  l965b : l8  ). 

2. See Emile Durkheim. fhe Divis ion  of Labour i n  Soc ie ty .  Glencoe, 
Ill.: Free P re s s ,  1947. 

3. Schnore p o i n t s  out t h a t  Dur!:heim was no t  a  human e c o l o g i s t .  The 
terms "human ecology" appeared i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  
a f t e r  Durkheim's dea th  i n  1917. I n  f a c t ,  a s  Schnore h a s  pointed 
o u t ,  "human ecologyf1  first appeared i n  1921,  fou r  y e a r s  a f t e r  
Durkheim's dea th ,  i n  t h e  In t roduc t ion  t o  t h e  Sc ience  of S o c i e t y ,  
e d i t e d  by Robert E.  Park  and Ernes t  W. h r g e s s  (See Schnore,  



PART I11 

INTRODUCTION 

1. I am h e s i t a n t  t o  even  p o i n t  i n  p a s s i n g  a t  any d e b a t e  on t h e  n a t u r e  
of 'law ' i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  v s .  t h e  n a t u r a l  s c i e n c e s .  ~ a s t e l l s '  
u s e  of t h e  term seems t o m e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  h e  i s  i n  f a c t  l o o k i n g  
f o r  t h e  ' l a w s '  of s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  a r e  lawed i n  t h e  same 
manner a s  p r o c e s s e s  i n  p h y s i c s ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  That  i s  t o  s a y ,  h e  
is  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  same k ind  and d e g r e e  of  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  of e v e n t s  
i n  t h e  s o c i a l  w o r l d ,  a s  p h y s i c s  c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  over  t h e  ' n a t u r a l '  
wor ld .  

However, i n  o r d e r  t o  s e p a r a t e  my p o s i t i o n ,  from t h e  s t a r t ,  
f rom what  I t a k e  t o  be  C a s t e l l s '  u s e  of  t h e  term, I am i n d e b t e d  t o  
E .P. Thompson ( l 9 7 8 ) ,  whose d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
t h e  two  s e n s e s  i n  which t h e  term ' l a w '  i s  u s e d ,  c l e a r e d  -- i f  n o t  
t h e  c o n f u s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of ' laws' i n  t h e  s o c i a l  
s c i e n c e s  -- t h e  c o n f u s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  u s e s  of t h e  term 
i t s e l f .  E.P. Thompson d i s t i n a u i s h e s  be tween t h e  u s e  of  t h e  term 
' law ' a s  d e n o t i n g  a f a c t ,  a n d 2 i t s  u s e  a s  a metaphor f o r  s a n e t h i n g  
else.  I n  t h e  l a t t e r  c a s e ,  t h e  term ' l a w '  i s  u s e d  as  a  metaphor t o  
i n d i c a t e  what h e  c a l l s  " t h e  l o g i c  of p r o c e s s " .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  one 
makes p r e d i c t i o n s  a b o u t  a  phenomenon b e c a u s e  i t s  p r o c e s s e s  seem t o  
f o l l o w  e x p e c t e d  p a t t e r n s  t h a t  are  ' l a w - l i k e '  , and n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e  
phenomenon i t s e l f  i s  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  of a  ' l a w ' ,  a s  i s  i n  t h e  c a s e  
of t h e  l aws  of p h y s i c s .  O r  t o  pu t  i t  i n  E.P. Thompson's terms: 

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  one may i d e n t i f y  
r e c u r r e n t  p a t t e r n s  of b e h a v i o u r  and  s e q u e n c e s  of e v e n t s  
which  may o n l y  be d e s c r i b e d  ( i n  a  r e t r o s p e c t i v e  r a t h e r  
t h a n  p r e d i c t i v e  s e n s e )  a s  b e i n g  c a u s a l l y  r e l a t e d .  S i n c e  
s u c h  e v e n t s  e n s u e  i n  a manner i n d e p e n d e n t  of c o n s c i o u s  
human v o l i t i o n ,  i t  i s  e a s y  t o  make t h i s  p r o c e s s  i n t e l l i g i b l e  
by s a y i n g  i t  i s  s u b j e c t  t o  c e r t a i n  ' l a w s  ' . &It ' laws',  
once  aga in , ,  may be  i n t e n d e d  a s  metaphor  o r  f a c t .  There  
is a  d i f f e r e n c e  be tween s a y i n g  t h a t  a p r o c e s s  works  i t se l f  
o u t  i n  a  known a n d  e x p e c t e d  way -- t h a t  i t  confo rms  t.0 l a w s  
-- and s a y i n g  t h a t  i t  a r i ses  a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  of l aw ,  i s  
lawed.  (1978 :33 )  

N e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  i n  u s i n g  t h e  term 'laws' of s o c i a l  p r o c e s s ,  
I mean t h e  " l o g i c  of p r o c e s s . "  

The term "ph i losophy"  i n  A l t h u s s e r ' s  c o n c e p t  of  Marxism p l a y s  a 
r a t h e r  ambiguous r o l e ;  on t h e  one  hand ,  it i s  u s e d  a s  a  term 
d e n o t i n g  ' i d e o l o g i c a l  p h i l o s o p h i e s  ' , i .e . , a l l  t h o s e  t h e o r i e s  i n  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Marxism, and  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  A l t h u s s e r  u s e s  t h i s  
term t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  n a t u r e  
of t h e o r y  and p h i l o s o p h y  i t se l f  o f f e r e d  by Marx ' s  " d i a l e c t i c a l  
m a t e r i a l i s m " .  (See  A l t h u s s e r  , 1979[1965] :162). 

A l t h u s s e r  i n s i s t s  on a n  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  b r e a k  be tween t h e  w r i t i n g s  
of t h e  young Marx and h i s  t h e o r y  of c a p i t a l i s t  p r o d u c t i o n  d e v e l o p e d  
i n  h i s  l a t e r  works .  For  A l t h u s s e r ,  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of  t h e  o l d e r  Marx 



c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  proper foundat ions  of s c i e n t i f i c  Marxism, hence a l s o  
t h e  ep i s t emolog ica l  foundat ions of Marxis t  philosophy i t s e l f .  
(See Al thusser  , 1979[1965] ) . 

CHAPTER 7 

The term "mater ia l "  i n  t h i s  con tex t  does no t  r e f e r  t o  t h e  mere 
economic cond i t i ons  of human be ings .  Ra ther ,  i n  i ts r e f e r e n c e s ,  
it is i n c l u s i v e  of a  complex of r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  n a t u r a l ,  
s o c i a l  and economic a s p e c t s  of t h e  modes by which human be ings  
produce t h e i r  l i v e l i h o o d  and by which they  reproduce  t h e i r  s o c i a l  
o rgan iza t ions .  In t h i s  sense ,  t h e  economic is not  primary, but 
only one of t h e  determining c o n d i t i o n s  of production. 

Marx's The Poverty of Philosophy (1847) h a s  been w r i t t e n  a s  a  
~ o l e m i c  i n  r e ~ l v  t o  Proudhon's S v s t h e  de Con t r ad i c t i ons  Economiaue 
k ~ h i l o s o ~ h i k  be l a  Mis'ere, o r  i n  Eng l i sh ,  The Philosophy of 
Pover ty  (see Enge l ' s  P re face  t o  Marx, 1976 1847 . L J )  
Proudhon's b e l i e f  i n  t h e  l o g i c a l  h i s t o r y  of economic i d e a s  a s  
given by t h e  sequence of economic p r i n c i p l e s  i s  b e s t  expressed i n  
h i s  own words: 

We a r e  not  g iv ing  a n h i s t o r y  according t o  t h e  order  i n  
t ime ,  but according t o  t h e  sequence of i d e a s .  Economic 
~ h a s e s  of c a t e a o r i e s  a r e  i n  . t h e i r  man i f e s t a t i on  some- 

a 

times contemporary, sometimes i n v e r t e d . .  . .Economic 
t h e o r i e s  have none the l e s s  t h e i r  l o g i c a l  sequence and 
t h e i r  s e r i a l  r e l a t i o n  i n  t h e  unders tanding:  it  i s  
t h i s  order  t h a t  w e  f l a t t e r  o u r s e l v e s  t o  have discovered 
s ic  ( i n  Marx , 1976 tl847J :104). 

"Mors immortal is"  is  a  La t in  phrase from a  poem by Lucre t ius .  
According t o  t h e  E d i t o r i a l  Notes,  "t4arx quo te s  t h e s e  words from 
t h e  fo l l owing  passage of L u c r e t i u s '  poem "On t h e  Nature of Things" 
(Book 111, l i n e  869):  'mortalem v i tam m o r s  immor ta l i s  ademit ' 
( ' immortal  death ha th  taken away mor ta l  l i f e ' ) "  sic (Ilarx, 1976 
[18572 : 228 ) . 
See ~ e n r i ' L e f e b v r e .  The Sociology of Marx. N e w  York: Vintage 
Books, 1968. 

T h i s  argument r e f l e c t s  a  "vulgar m a t e r i a l i s t "  p o s i t i o n  wi th in  
Marxis t  t heo ry ,  i .e. ,  it i s  p red i ca t ed  on t h e  assumption t h a t  human 
h i s t o r y  -- s o c i a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and economic -- is d e t e r -  
mined s o l e l y  by economic f a c t o r s .  I n  o ther  words, "vulgar ma te r i a l -  
i s m "  r educes  t h e  ex p l ana t  i o n s  of a l l  s o c i a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  c u l t u r a l  
and p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  t o  mere economic r e l a t i o n s .  Or ig ina l ly ,  
t h e  term "vulgar ma te r i a l i sm"  a p p l i e d  t o  a  ph i lo soph ica l  pos i t i on  
w i t h i n  German i n t e l l e c t u a l  h i s t o r y .  Marx , however, d id  no t  sub- 
s c r i b e  t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  Marx's c r i t i c i s m  of 
Feuerbach ' s  "contemplat ive ma te r i a l i sm"  a l s o  g i v e s  h i s  ob j ec t i ons  
t o  o t h e r  forms of ' v u l g a r '  , or  r e d u c t i o n i s t  and mechanical ma te r i a l -  



ism : "The m a t e r i a  list d o c t r i n e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c h a n g i n g  o f  c i r cum-  
s t a n c e s  and  u p b r h g i n g  f o r g e t s  t h a t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  are  changed  by 
men a n d  t h a t  it i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  e d u c a t o r  h i m s e l f ' '  
(Marx , 1976  :121) . 

7. The who le  d e b a t e  on t h e  r e l a t i v e  o r  a b s o l u t e  dominance  o f  t h e  
' economic '  depends ,  of c o u r s e ,  on t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  and  t h e  d e t e r -  

m i n a t i o n  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  ' e c o n a n i c '  i n  t h e  first 
i n s t a n c e .  I n  o t h e r  words,  a s  E .  L a c l a u  h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  it i s  
n e v e r  q u i t e  c l e a r  whether  A l t h u s s e r ' s  ' economic '  refers t o  what 
migh t  be  t e rmed  a s  "mar le t  r e l a t i o n s " ,  i .e., t h e  economic  r e l a t i o n s  
of p r o d u c t i o n  such  a s  commodity p r o d u c t i o n ,  o r  w h e t h e r  A l t h u s s e r  ' s  
' e conomic '  refers  t o  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  a s  one  of  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  
" c o n d i t i o n s  of - e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  s o c i e t y " ,  i .e . , t o  t h e  mode of 
p r o d u c t i o n  (1977 :75-) .' According  t o  i a c l a u  s u c h  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t -  
ween t h e  two  r e f e r e n c e s  of t h e  ' e c o n a n i c '  d e s i g n a t e s  t w o  c o n c e p t s  
which  a r e  n o t  synonymous, b u t  are of a d i f f e r e n t  l o g i c a l  o r d e r  
f r a n  e a c h  o t h e r .  Moreover,  i n  a s s i g n i n g  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  ' d e t e r -  
min ing  i n s t a n c e '  t o  t h e  ' e conomic ' ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  s p e c i f y  
which of t h e  meanings  of t h e  ' economic '  i s  b e i n g  c a l l e d  upon: 

But i t  must be  one o r  t h e  o t h e r .  I f  by economy we mean 
t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of m a t e r i a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  i t  is  n o t  d e t e r -  
m i n a n t  i n  t h e  l a s t  i n s t a n c e  b u t  i n  t h e  f i r s t ,  w h a t e v e r  
t h e  mode of p r o d u c t i o n  . I f ,  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  we under -  
s t a n d  'economy' i n  t h e  second  s e n s e  ( p r o d u c t i o n  of c m m o d i -  
t i e s  ) i t  h a s  neve r  been d e t e r m i n a n t  e x c e p t  when i d e n t i f i e d  
w i t h  t h e  b a s i c  p r o d u c t i v e  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  s o c i e t y .  Th i s  
d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  d e t e r m i n a n t  i n  t h e  l a s t  i n s t a n c e  
a n d  t h e  dominant  r o l e  seems t o  b e  n o  more t h a n  a series 
of m e t a p h o r s  which a t t e m p t  t o  r e s o l v e  t h r o u g h  symbol s  of  
l i t t l e  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n t e n t ,  a n  a r t i f i c i a l  problem c r e a t e d  
by t h e  m e t a p h y s i c s  of i n s t a n c e s .  The whole  p rob lem a r i s e s ,  
we b e l i e v e ,  from t h e  p r e d m i n a n t l y  d e s c r i p t i v e  c h a r a c t e r  
i n  which  c o n c e p t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  'economic '  have  been  i n t r o -  
d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  d i s c o u r s e .  (1977 :76-7) 

8. Accord ing  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of ' u n i t y '  or  
t h e  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of p r a c t i c e  and  t h e o r y  i s  n o t  t o  b e  
c o n f u s e d  w i t h  t h e  Hege l i an  n o t i o n  of  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of  ' t h o u g h t '  and 
' r e a l i t y '  i n  t h e  s e l f - p o s i t i n g  I d e a .  I n  t h e  H e g e l i a n  d i a l e c t i c ,  
a s  p r e s e n t e d  by A l t h u s s e r  , ' t h o u g h t  ' i s  a l w a y s  t h e  ' d e t e r m i n a n t  ' 
i n s t a n c e  of t h i s  i d e n t i t y ;  t h e  ' r e a l i t y  of t h e o r e t i c a l  practice" 
( t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of knowledge)  is a l w a y s  d i s s o l v e d  by t h i s  d a n i n a n c e  
o r  r a t h e r ,  by t h e  s e l f - p o s i t i n g  I d e a  which d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  ' o b j e c t -  
i v e  m a t e r i a l  a c t i v i t y '  f o r  i ts coming i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  ( b e i n g  ) o r  
i ts  'becoming '  ( p r o v i d e  knowledge )  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r .  O r  t o  q u o t e  
A l t h u s s e r  : 

H e g e l  d e n i e s  t h i s  r e a l i t y  of t h e  o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  
t h i s  c o n c r e t e  d i a l e c t i c  of  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e ,  
t h a t  i s ,  t h e  q u a l i t a t i v e  d i s c o n t i n u i t y  t h a t  i n t e r -  
v e n e s  o r  a p p e a r s  be tween t h e  d i f f e r e n t  g e n e r a l i t i e s  
( I ,  11, 1 1 1 )  even  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  



p r o c e s s  of knowledge o r ,  r a t h e r ,  h e  d o e s  n o t  t h i n k  of  
i t ,  and i f  h e  s h o u l d  happen t o  t h i n k  of i t ,  h e  makes 
it t h e  phenomenon of a n o t h e r  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  r e a l i t y  h e  
r e g a r d s  a s  e s s e n t i a l ,  b u t  which  is r e a l l y  i d e o l o g i c a l  
t h r o u g h  and t h r o u g h :  t h e  movement of t h e  I d e a .  ( 1 9 7 9  
[ 1 9 6 g  :189).  

9 .  T h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r ,  i s  n o t  a p r o p e r  q u e s t i o n  
w i t h i n  " d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m " .  Such a  q u e s t i o n  i s  i d e o l o g i c a l  
b e c a u s e  it s e e k s  a  g u a r a n t e e  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  g r o u n d s  o u t s i d e  
t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  ( t h e  on ly  fo rm of p r o d u c t i o n  of  s c i e n t i f i c  
knowledge) .  Moreover ,  it s e e k s  t h i s  g u a r a n t e e  i n  t h e  ' e m p i r i c i s t  ' 
a s s u m p t i  dm a b o u t  t h e  ' e s s e n t i a l  ' ( e s s e n c e s )  i d e n t i t y  be tween 
o b j e c t s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  and t h e i r  t h e o r e t i c a l  comprehens ion  i n  t h e  
' p e r c e p t i o n '  and ' c o n s c i o u s n e s s '  of  ' s u b j e c t s '  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  

1 0 .  See ~ a l l i n i c o s  ' a n a l y s i s  of A l t h u s s e r ' s  c r i t i q u e  of t h e  r e l a t i o n  
of c o m p l i c i t y  between t h e  ' s u b j e c t  who knows ' and  t h e  o b j e c t s  of 
t h e  ' s u b j e c t  's knowledge'  (1976b :32-4; 5 7 - 8 ) ,  and A l t h u s s e r  's awn 
d i s c u s s i o n  of "empir ic i sm" (1979[1965) :228-9). 

11. E.P. Thcmpson i n  The P o v e r t y  of Theory (1978)  g o e s  t o  a  c o n s i d e r -  
a b l e  l e n q t h  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  be tween A l t h u s s e r  's 

c o n c e p t  of knowledge  a n d  K a r l  Popper 's c r i t i q u e  of t h e  
p o s i t i v i s t  p r e t e n s i o n s  of h i s t o r i c a l  knowledge.  I n  f a c t ,  a c c o r d i n g  
t o  E.P. Thunpson,  A l t h u s s e r ' s  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  ' s c i e n t i f i c  t h e o r y  
of h i s t o r y '  c o u l d  s e r v e  a s  P o p p e r ' s  ' p r o o f '  f o r  t h e  m e t a p h y s i c s  
of " h i s t  o r i c i s m " :  

a o t h  Popper  ( a )  and A l t h u s s e r  ( b )  a f f i r m  t h e  
u n k n a v a b i l i t y  of h i s t o r y  a s  p r o c e s s  i n s c r i b e d  
w i t h  i t s  own c a u s a t i o n ,  s i n c e  ( a )  any n o t i o n  o f  
s t r u c t u r e s  and  s t r u c t u r a l  m e d i a t i o n s  e n t a i l s  
i m p r o p e r  " h o l i s t i c "  a t t r i b u t i o n s  , and  " h i s t o r i c i s t  " 
n o t i o n s  of c a u s a t i o n  and of p r o c e s s  a r e  u n v e r i f i a b l e  
by e x p e r i m e n t a l  tes ts ;  o r  s i n c e  (5)  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  
knowledge  i s  " a l r e a d y  r e a l l y  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  r e a l  
o b j e c t  i t  h a s  t o  k n o w t ' i s n  i l l u s i o n  of " a b s t r a c t -  
i o n i s t  " e m p i r i c i s m ,  m i s t a k i n g  a s  e m p i r i c a l  d i s c o v e r i e s  
i t s  own i d e o l o g i c a l  a t t r i b u t i o n s .  What d o e s  it m a t t e r  
t h a t  A l t h u s s e r  s h o u l d  t h e n  l e a p  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  
knowledge  d o e s  and  s h o u l d  m a n u f a c t u r e  o u t  of  its own 
t h e o r e t i c a l  s t u f f  an  h i s t o r i c a l  'knowledge '  which  i s  - 
( i n  P o p p e r ' s  u s e  of t h e  t e r m )  a n  a r r a n t  ' h i s t o r i c i s m ' ?  
A r e a l  e m p i r i c i s t  w i l l  b e  happy w i t h  t h i s ,  f o r  i n  h i s  
e y e s  A l t h u s s e r  h a s  on ly  c o n f i r m e d ,  by h i s  i d e a l i s t  
a g i l i t y ,  t h e  u n v e r i f i a b l e  and  i d e o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  
of a l l  s u c h  p r e t e n s i o n s  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  knowledge.  
A l t h u s s e r  o f f e r s  a  prime example  t o  t h e  s e m i n a r  
d i s c u s s i o n :  a n  e p i l o g u e  t o  The P o v e r t y  of H i s t o r i c i s m .  
(1978  : 34 )  

12.  Accord ing  t o  E  .P. Thanpson,  A l t h u s s e r  's t h e o r y  of ' t h e o r e t i c a l  
practice ' a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  Marxism, o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  



p r a c t i c e  of M a r x i s t  p o l i t i c s ,  rests on a n  e f f o r t  t o  remove t h e  
t h r e a t  of t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  of ' r ea l  h i s t o r y  ' f rom t h e o r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
i n  g e n e r a l  and  f r m  t h e  p r a c t i c e  of p o l i t i c s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  For 
f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  see E.P. Thcmpson (1978) ,  pp.108-112. 

13. The term "empir ic i sm" is  u s e d  h e r e  i n  a s p e c i f i c  a n d  l i m i t e d  s e n s e .  
It is  q u o t e d  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  i n  which A l t h u s s e r  h a s  s p e c i f i e d  i t s  
l i m i t s  a s  a  method of knowing. For A l t h u s s e r  " e m p i r i c i s m "  i s  t h e  
method of knowledge by which a  ' s u b j e c t '  comes t o  a p p r e h e n d  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l  and  g i v e n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of a n  ; o b j e c t t  i n  t h e  wor ld .  
Thus ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  A l t h u s s e r  I s  d e f i n i t i o n  of "empi r i c i sm" ,  know- 
l e d g e  i s  d e l i m i t e d  by " t h e  a b s t r a c t i o n  by t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  e s s e n c e  
of t h e  o b j e c t "  (B. Brews te r  i n  A l t h u s s e r  , 1 9 7 9  [l965) :251) . A g a i n s t  
t h i s  n o t i o n  of knowledge A l t h u s s e r  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  knowledge  i s  
a l w a y s  a  knowledge of ' i d e a s '  and n o t  of t h e  ' e s s e n c e s '  o f  o b j e c t s  
i n  t h e  wor ld .  Thus ,  t h e  rea l  ' o b j e c t s '  of k n a v l e d g e  are t h e n  t h e  
' t h e o r e t i c a l  f a c t s 1 ,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  of g e n e r a l i t i e s  on which 
' t h e o r e t i c a l  p r a c t i c e '  s e t s  o u t  t o  work,  and which t h i s  same 
' p r a c t i c e  t r a n s f o r m s  i n t o  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge.  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  

A l t h u s s e r i a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  "empi r i c  i s m "  o p p o s e s  any  n o t i o n  of t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of ' s c i e n t i f i c  ' ( t r u e ? )  knowledge t h r o u g h  ' e x p e r i e n c e  ' , 
t h r o u g h  t h e  ' s e n s e s ' ,  o r  even  t h r o u g h  t h e  ' fac ts '  of  i n d u c t i v e  
r e a s o n i n g  a n d w  e x  r i m e n t a t  i o n .  (For  a  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n ,  see 
A l t h u s s e r ,  1 9 7 9 G 6 5 1  :182-93). 

14 .  It is wor th  t a k i n g  n o t e  t h a t  C a s t e l l s  h a s  c l a i m e d  t o  h a v e  changed 
h i s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  'dominance of t h e  A l t h u s s e r i a n  t h e o r y  o v e r  
h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y '  i n  a r e c e n t  c o l l e c t i o n  of e s s a y s  ( s e e  C i t y ,  
C l a s s  and  P a v e r ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  C a s t e l l s  c l a i m s  t o  h a v e  a d o p t e d  a more 
' h i s t o r i c a l  ' a n d ,  t h e r e f  o r e ,  a  more c r i t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  I n  

w r i t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  d e v e l o ~ e n t  of c r i t i c a l  ( M a r x i s t  ) u r b a n  t h e o r y  
i n  F r a n c e ,  h e  n o t e s  t h a t  i t s  b e g i n n i n g s  were marked by  a n  u n c r i t i c a l  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of f o r m a l  t h e o r i e s  and  me thods ,  s u c h  a s  A l t h u s s e r i a n  
t h e o r y  and s t a t e  monopoly c a p i t a l i s m  t h e o r y .  I n  a b o u t  of  e x t r e m e -  
l y  l u c i d  s e l f  -criticism -- which u n f o r t u n a t e l y  i s  n o t  f o l l o w e d  
t h r o u g h  s e b s e q u e n t l y  i n  ' t h e o r e t i c a l  practice' -- h e  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  
f  011 awing p o i g n a n t  o b s e r v a t i o n s  : 

What was i n v o l v e d  [ i n  t h e  development  of a n  u r b a n  
theo ry ]  was t h e  r e d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  u r b a n  q u e s t i o n ,  
e m p i r i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  a t h e o r e t i c a l  r e n e w a l  and  a n  
i n v e n t i o n  of new methods  -- a l l  a t  t h e  same t i m e .  
P e r h a p s  t h e  f o c u s  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  u r b a n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c o n -  
c e p t u a l  deployment  of M a r x i s t  t h e o r y ,  i .e., Marxism 
s h o u l d  h a v e  been  r e c o n s i d e r e d  t h r o u g h  a n  a n a l y s i s  
o f  h i s t o r y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o d i f i c a t i o n  of 
r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  M a r x i s t  s chemata .  (1978:  
12). 

I assume t h a t  by "Marx i s t  s chemata" ,  C a s t e l l s  still means t h e  
A l t h u s s e r i a n  r e a d i n g  of  Marx. 



CONCLUSIONS 

1. C a s t e l l s  n e v e r  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  a c t u a l  and  s p e c i f i c  c o n t e n t  of  t h e  
"economic",  i n s t e a d ,  h e  d e s c r i b e s  r a t h e r  g e n e r a l  a n d  b r o a d  
c a t e g o r i e s  of s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  u n d e r  t h i s  r u b r i c .  Moreover ,  it 
a p p e a r s  t h a t  i n  castellst schema,  - a l l  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  of p r o d u c t -  
i o n  a n d  r e p r o d u c t i o n  f a l l  u n d e r  t h e  d a i n a t i o n  of  t h e  "economic": 

By t h e  economic  sys t em,  I mean t h e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  
by which  t h e  worke r ,  a c t i n g  on t h e  o b j e c t  of h i s  
l a b o u r  (raw m a t e r i a l )  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  of  t h e  means o f  
p r o d u c t i o n  , o b t a i n s  a  c e r t a i n  p r o d u c t  . T h i s  p r o d u c t  
i s  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  -- t h a t  i s  t o  
s a y ,  q u i t e  s i m p l y ,  of i ts  mode of d i s t r i b u t i o n  and  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and  of t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  its r e p r o d u c t -  
i o n .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  p r o d u c t  i s  n o t  a d i f f e r e n t  e l e m e n t ,  
b u t  o n l y  a moment of t h e  l a b o u r  p r o c e s s .  It may a l w a y s  
b e  b roken  down, i n  e f f e c t ,  i n t o  ( r e ) p r o d u c t i o n  of  t h e  
means  of p r o d u c t i o n  and ( r e ) p r o d u c t i o n  of l a b o u r  power. 
( 1  977 : l D )  

Thus ,  i t  seems t h a t  c a s t e l l s  d o e s  n o t  make a  d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween 
" t h e  economy" a n d  " p r o d u c t i o n " ,  a d i s t i n c t i o n  t h a t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  
t o  s a n e  M a r x i s t s ,  s u c h  a s  E .  L a c l a u ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e .  For a  f u r t h e r  
d i s c u s s i o n ,  see E .  L a c l a u  (1977:69-79),  and  E .P. Thompson (1978) .  

Once a g a i n ,  by a d o p t i n g  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  C a s t e l l s  i s  i n s i s t i n g  on 
t h e  deve lopmen t  of a s c i e n t i f i c  ( p o s i t i v e )  t h e o r y  of s t r u c t u r a l  
t r a n s f  ormat  i o n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c c e p t i n g  an  e x p l a n a t i o n  of t h e  l o g i c  
of t h e  b e h a v i o u r  o f  s o c i a l  " s u b j e c t s "  a s  a  t h e o r y  of  h i s t o r i c a l  
c h a n g e .  Thus, h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  be tween ' p r a c t i c e s '  t h a t  t r a n s -  
f o r m  s t r u c t u r e ,  i .e., " h i s t o r i c a l  p r a c t i c e s " ,  and t h e  ' b e a r e r s  ' 
or ' s u p p o r t - a g e n t s '  of t h e s e  s t r u c t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  t h e  " t r a n s -  
f o r m i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  p r a c t i c e s " .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of ' u r b a n  h i s t o r y ' ,  
t h i s  i s  ' a r t i c u l a t e d  ' by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i s t i n c t i o n  : 

Moreover .  one  must d e l i m i t  more c l e a r l v  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  
be tween  t h e  s t u d "  of t h e  u r b a n  s t r u a a l k s  ( a s  h i s t o r i c a l  

J ., 
p r a c t i c e )  a n d  t h e  d i s c o v e r y  of t h e  u r b a n  soc ia l  movements 
(as t r a n s f o r m i n a  h i s t o r i c a l  p r a c t i c e ) .  I s t u d i e d  t h e  
first i n  o r d e r  i o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  e l e m e n t s  c a p a b l e  of d e v e l o p -  
i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  movements, t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  s y s t e m s  of  
p r a c t i c e s  c a p a b l e  of t r a n s f o r m i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l l y  d a n i n a n t  
l o g i c . "  (1977:453)  

Thus ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  of C a s t e l l s '  t h e o r y  of h i s t o r y  
i s  a n  a b s t r a c t  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  a p p e a r s  embodied i n  s o c i a l  movements. 
F u r t h e r ,  i t  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  dominance of t h e  
"economic" i n  s o c i a l  s y s t e m s ,  real  c h a n g e  c a n e s  n o t  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  
b u t  i n  a b s t r a c t i o n  a g a i n ,  i n  t h e  ' s t r u c t u r e '  of " t h e  d a n i n a n t  
l o g i c .  I' 

3 .  I am making a r a t h e r  t e n u o u s  c o n n e c t i o n  h e r e  be tween  C a s t e l l s '  
c o n c e p t  of u r b a n  s p a c e  and t h e  L e i b n i z i a n  monad. A s  I u n d e r s t a n d ,  



each Le ibn iz i an  monad r e p r e s e n t s  and symbolizes t h e  whole 
u n i v e r s e ,  i .e., a l l  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  c a n p r i s e  t h e  un ive r se .  
This r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i s  such t h a t  by i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a  s i n g l e  monad, 
we a r e  a b l e  t o  deduce t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  whole un ive r se .  
For a d i s c u s s i o n  of Leibniz  I s  monadology , s e e  R. L a t t a l s  i n t r o -  
duc t ion  t o  The Monadology (London : Oxford Un ive r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1965 1. 

CONCLUSION 

1. The n o t i o n  of ' d i f f e r e n c e '  a s  a  f a c t o r  of p o t e n t i a l  change i n  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  is ,  i n  f a c t ,  a  r e f e r ence  t o  Gregory Bateson 's  
d e f i n i t i o n  of in format ion  from a  cybe rne t i c  pe r spec t ive  on 
communications : ". . . information may be s u c c i n c t l y  de f ined  a s  
any d i f f e r e n c e  which makes a  d i f f e r ence  i n  some l a t e r  even t "  
(1972 :381).  The tenuous connection between my assessment  of t h e  
e f f e c t s  of t h e  dynamic dens i ty  i n  t h e  ecology pe r spec t ive  and 
my unders tanding  of Bateson ' s  d e f i n i t i o n  of in format ion  a s  t h e  
v a r i a b l e  of p o t e n t i a l  change and c o r r e c t i v e  a c t i o n  w i t h i n  a 
c y b e r n e t i c  system i s  i n  t h e i r  cmmon 'conception of o rgna i za t ion .  
"Organiza t ion"  i n  c y b e r n e t i c s  and cmmunica t ions  i s  p r imar i l y  
p r o p o s i t i o n a l ,  i .e . , it is  based on r e l a t i o n s  b6tween messages; 
it is  a  f u n c t i o n  of information(cf  . Bateson, 1972:401). The 
e c o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i n  my view, sugges t s  a  model of s o c i a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  d e s c r i b e s  a  cybernetic-comnunicational system ; 
i .e. ,  each  f u n c t i o n  a c t s  a s  a  message t h a t  r e o r g a n i z e s  t h e  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  betweee t h e  other  f u n c t i o n s  t h a t  comprise t h e  system 
i n  o r d e r  t o  main ta in  t h e  func t ion ing  of t h e  system a s  a  whole. 
Conversely,  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  of "new" 
f u n c t i o n s  i s  always cons t r a ined  by t h e  number of probable  a l t e r -  
n a t i v e s  t h a t  do n o t  a l t e r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of 
t h e  system. 
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