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PART l AL CQPYR l  GHT L l CENSE 

I hereby g r a n t  t o  Simon Fraser  U n i v e r s i t y  t h e  r i g h t  t o  lend 

my t h e s i s ,  p r o j e c t  o r  extended essay ( t h e  t i t l e  o f  which i s  shown below) 

t o  users  of  the Simon Fraser  U n i v e r s i t y  L i b ra r y ,  and t o  make p a r t i a l  o r  

s i n g l e  cop ies  o n l y  f o r  such users o r  i n  response t o  a  reqbes t  f rom t h e  

l i b r a r y  of any o t h e r  u n i v e r s i t y ,  o r  o t h e r  educa t iona l  i n s t i t u t i o n ,  on 

i t s  own beha l f  o r  f o r  one o f  i t s  users. I  f u r t h e r  agree t h a t  permiss ion 

f o r  m u l t i p l e  copy ing o f  t h i s  work f o r  s c h o l a r l y  purposes may be g ran ted  

by me or- t h e  Dean o f  Graduate Stud ies.  I t  i s  understood t h a t  copy ing 

o r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  work f o r  f i n a n c i a l  g a i n  s h a l l  n o t  be a l lowed 

w i t h o u t  my w r i t t e n  permiss ion,  

T i t l e  o f  Thes i s /Pro ject /Extended Essay 

Author:  I -- _ - 
( s i g n a t u r e )  



The term " s c i e n t i f i c  romance", which H. G. Wells 

coined t o  desc r ibe  h i s  e a r l y  sc ience  f i c t i o n  nove l s  con- 

t a i n s  wi th in  i t  a con t rad ic t ion .  I t  s t r e s s e s  s c i e n c e ,  

a method of p a t i e n t  observat ion and accura te  desc r ip -  - 

t i o n ;  y e t  t h e r e  i s  an equal  s t r e s s  on romance, on the  

magical and i r r a t i o n a l .  There i s ,  i n  s h o r t ,  a c o n f l i c t  

wi th in  the  s c i e n t i f i c  romances between reason and emotion 

t h a t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  the  term i t s e l f .  

Nor i s  t h i s  t h e  s i n g l e  common f e a t u r e  among the  

novels .  I n  a l l  of thex t h e  hero i s  a t y p i c a l  o r  rep-  

r e s e n t a t i v e  man, and the  s e t t i n g s  of a l l  t he  nove l s  tend 

t o  be s t r a n g e ,  b a r e l y  a c z a s s i b l s  i s l a n d s  i n  time o r  

space.  Wells usps t h e  s e t t i n g s  t o  i s o l a t e  e i t h e r  s i n g l e '  

s o c i e t i a s  o r  s i n g l e  i n C ~ ~ i d u a l s ,  u sus i ly  the  hero.  The 

i s i a n d  i s  used both  a s  a p a r a d i g  of a s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  

and as a paradigm of the  e s s e n t i a l  i s o l a t i o n  of any mem- 

b e r  of s o c i e t y .  

Moreover, Wells '  ronances a l l  tend towards s a t i r e .  

H i s  technique i n  p r o j e c t i n g  these  s a t i r e s  involves  t h e  

c r e a t i o n  of i s o l a t e d  worlds ( i s l a n d s )  p s r l l e l  t o  our own. 

which i n  t h e i r  completeness r e f l e c t  on t h e  shortcomings 

of the s o c i e t y  contemporary w i t h  t h e  author .  

The method I have chosen t o  e l u c i d a t e  these  common 

f e a t u r e s  and t o  s h o ~  tLtir i n t e r - r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i s  a 

iii 



hero.  The e s s e n t i a l  argument, t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  t h a t  i n  

l i ~ n i n g  out a  p i c t u r e  of h i s  society-and Wells '  pose 

of s o c i a l  c r i t i c  and commentator i s  c o n s i s t e n t  throughout 

t h e  s c i e n t i l i c  romances-more e s p e c i a l l y  i n  drawing a 

s a t i r i c ,  utopian o r  an t i -u top ian  ve r s ion  of h i s  s o c i e t y ,  

Wells i s  ~ s c e s s a r i l y  involved i n  a psychological  d e l i n -  - 

e a t i o n  m.2 exp lo ra t ion  over which he has l i t t l e  consc ious  

c o n t r o l .  

TIE romances then ,  each t e l l  a d i f f e r e n t  v e r s i o n  o f  

t h e  same s t w y .  I n  The I s l a n d  of D r .  Moreau Wells '  man- 

i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e t t i n g  a s  an a n t i - u t o p i z  ( a n  a r e n a )  

i l lumi l ia tes  h i s  w e  02 i t ,  i n  o';her rorcames, as a 

u t o p i a  (an i s l a n d ) .  . 'l;c;r~over, i n  t n e  Preface t o  the 

1924 r e p r i n t  of t h e  work Wells admits t o  a s p e c i f i c  a i l -  

e g o r i c a l  i n t e n t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  opera t ions  o f  t h e  d o c t o r  a r e  

an  a l l e g o r y  of t h e  processes  of evo lu t ion  by which humans 

have b e ~ n  'rough-hewn' from out  t h e i r  animal o r i g i n s .  

These a r e  the  a spec t s  of t h e  novel t o  which t h e  t i t l e  o f  

t h e  p resen t  essay  p o i n t s ;  s e t t i n g ,  a l l e g o r y ,  and Wells '  

image of evo lu t ion .  
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I, I n t r o d u c t i o n  

When, s e v e r a l  y e a r s  ago, I r e - r e a d  8 ,  G ,  s *  ;r& Time 

d i f f e r e n t  ' hey  seemed f r o a  my f i r s t ,  a d o i e s c e c t  e x p e r i e n c e  of 

t h e m ,  P a r t l y ,  I s u p p o s e ,  t h e  i l i f f e r - e m x  was i r ;  me, I was o l d e r ,  

more  c r i t i c a l ,  Yet t h e  f e c l i n q s  f experiecced r e a d i n g  t h e m  weze 

3 1 c h  ?he same, On redding  others o f  &ells8 " s c i e n t i f i c  romancesw 

{:hi3 is t h e  ?erm h e  u s e s  f o r  t h e m ) ,  1 a n d  r e a d i n g  c a r e f u l l y ,  

c r i t i c a l l y ,  i n  order t o  e x p l a i n  to myself my r e a c t i o n s  to the 

w o r k s ,  I f o r m u l a t e d  t w o  related a s ~ u m p t i o n s ,  1% is o n  o n e  of 

I---------*-"----_ 

11 c a n n o t  trace t h e  e x a c t  oriyic o f  t h i s  term, z h o u g h  Z n g v a l d  
Eakzca iz h i s  e ~ c y c l o p e d i c  8, G,  Wells qgd big c&i&ics (Bergen: 
U n i v e r s i t e t s f o s l a g e t ,  1 9 0 2 )  a n d  3 e r n a r d  B e r y o c z i  i n  his xgs 
S a r l y  gi E, gg&&g {Toro r= to :  Univ .  of Toronto Press, 3951) ,  pp. ---- 
32-3,  list a p o s s i b l e  s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  term, f r o ~  a s c i e n t i f i c  
p o p u l a r i z e r  of * h e  1880's a r d  g o ' s ,  C ,  H, Eiir i ton,  who d u r i n g  
t h a t  time p u b l i s h e d  a series of p a m p h l e t s  collected under t h e  
t i t l e  gcientif&g E o m a c c e s  (London: Swan S ~ r ~ c e n s c e i n ,  1884) .  
T h o u q h  t h e r e  is ro e v i d e n c e  thdt Wells read Hinton's volume, a s  
B e r g o n z i  s h o w s  h e  h a d  i r , d e e d  come into c o n t a c t .  w i t h  at least one 
of i t s  essays, ' j 8 h a t  i s  t h e  f o u r t h  dimcnsio~?~ T h e  ear l ies t  use 
o f  t h e  term by Yells b i ~ s e l f  r e f e s i x g  to E i s  own u o s k  j t k d r  f 
h a v e  seeL) i s  i n  a letter t o  A r n o l d  E e I i n e t t  ( I 3  August 1 3 0 1 ) ,  
w h i c h  may b e  found ir. Harris W i l s o n  (Ed.) A r ~ o l d  Berme4t a n d  EL 

Wells (Urbana: Univ ,  o f  f f l i n o i s  Press, 1360) , p, 60, where G, ---- 
i ie - l l s  s a y s  h e  sees h e  i s  "doomed t o  write i s c i e r : t i f i c t  r o n t a c c e s  
a n d  s h o r t _  stories f o r  y o u  cseatures of the mob, and  [ t h a t ]  my 
n o v e l s  aust be my p r i v a t e  d i s s i y a t i o n S 4 ~  Hells u s e  of q u o t a t i o a  
marks here i n d i c a t e s  t h a t ,  so f a r  a s  he was c o n c e r n e d ,  t h e  term, \, 

was n o t  o r i g i n a l  w i t h  him, N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e j u x t a p o s i t i o n  of 
l o g i c  an3 e m o t i o n  w h i c h  t h e  term i m p l i e s  a c c o r d s  b e l l  k i t h  gelis 
d e s c r i p t i o n  of h i s  s r a t e  o f  mind w h i l e  w r i 5 i x i g  clie r o m a n c e s ,  OrA 
t h i s  see Yells, E r e f a c e  t o  ??hs C o u n g ~ y  of filing (Londonz 
Nelsoc, 2 .  d ,  f l9lO-ll I ) ,  p .  iv, 



t hese  - h a t  the preserlt e s s a y  is b a s e d ,  

F i r s t ,  i seemed t h a t  a l l  t h e  novels were, i n  a sense, 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a n d  secocd, t h d t  e a c h  of t h e n  t o l d  t h e  same s c a r y  

from a d i f f e r e n t  ~ c r s p e c t i v e ,  1 i m a g i n e d  %he s e v e n  n o v e l s  t o  

m y s e l f  a s  a k i n d  of c r y s % l ;  r i g i d l y  s : r l ~ c t u r e d ,  y e t  

m u f t i f a c e t e d ,  a c d ,  t u r n e d  i o n e ' s  h a n d  a g a i n s t  a light t h e  

s u c c e s s i v e  faces show, to even a  c a s u a l  p e r c e p t i o n ,  aifferelzt  

a n d  c h a n g i n g  patterns, 

How a r e  the two a s s u a p t i o n s  r e l a t e d ?  D e a l i n g  with t h e  

s e c o n d  f i r s t ,  i t  can be recast a s  a statemeat a b o u t  the f o r m a l  

p r o p e r t i e s  of t h e  works, t h a t  is, t h a t  s o  f a r  a s  h i s  s c i e n c e  

fictions a r e  concerned, Bells is (like the contemporary 3 o b e r t  

A, H e i n l e i n )  a f o r m u f a  writer, T h e  L o r m u l a i c  a s s u m p t i o n  m a y  be 

r e h t e l  t o  the a s s u m ~ t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  n o v e l s  a r e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  b y  

s a y i n g  t5at t h e  rndnifest s imi lar i t ies  among t h e  n o v e l s  p o i n t  * o  

l a t e n t  s i m i l a ~ i t i e s ,  t h a t  a l o n g  w i t h  "he formula a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  

s u r f a c e  c o n t e c t  there is at work a f o r m u l a  o f  e~otional 

s i g z h f i u a a c e  t o  the  au 'hor ,  While some of t h e s e  l a t e n t  contec's 

d e r i v e  (or so  it h a s  seemed to Wells* u i o g r a p h e r s )  2 from 

emot iona l  c o ~ f l i c t s  ic t h e  a u + . h o r 8 s  " se l fH,  a l l  of the n o v e l s  

s e l f - c o n s c i o u s l y  a d d r e s s  " s o c i a l  q u e s t i o n s 4 '  of one k i n d  o r  

a n o t h e r .  T t u s  i +  is p o s s i b l e  * h a t  Wells i n  t h e s e  r o m a n c e s  

2Norman a n d  Jeanne N a c K e n z i e ,  &H GF hfgllg; & B r o g g ~ h ~  [ N ~ w  
York:  S i m o n  as,d S c h u s t e r ,  1973)  c t c i p t e r  e i g h t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  pp, 
124-30 .  P u b l i s E c d  i n  E n g l a n d  by Keideniield a n d  N i c k o l s o n ,  1373, 
sdBae p a g i n a t i o r , ,  



media tes  e m o t i o ~ a l  co r f l i c t s  +ha t  were--and p e r n a p s  s t i l l  

are - -boAh a result a n d  a determinant o f  t h e  way i n  w h i c h  we l i v e  

o u r  l i v e s ,  In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  Be l l s*  c u ~ f l i c t s  a c e  cot p u r e l y  his 

ow2 2r ivaca  possassioss, b u t  may e q u a l l y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  f a 1 3  

wit hi^ the public domain, 

The i n v e s t i g a t i o n  u h i c h  grew from t h i s  starting p o i n t  h d s  

3icce t h e n  covered a g o o d  d e a f  of g r o u n d ,  a n d  l o o k s  t o  c o v e r  a 

q r e a t  d e a l  more before a n y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n c l u s i o n s  may be 

d r a w ? ,  I5 h a s  become a p p a r e n t  t h a t  I c a n n o t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  

p r e s e n t  a w h o l e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of Wells* s c i e n c e  fictions. I 

h a v e  c h o s e n  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  p r e s e n t  "13 p i l o t  szudy, ap 

e x a m i n a t i o n  of o r e  of t h e  novels, t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a b r i e f  o v e r v i e w  

of the r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  a n d  some t e n t a t i v e  conclusions a n  

t h e  dicho%omy b e t w e e n  nature a n d  c u l + u r e  in t h e  n o v e l  ,The Islarid 

of Doctor gzgau. The p r e s e n t  p a p e r  may be +bought of as a -- ----- 
d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  current s t a t e  of t h e  l a rge r  p r o j e c t ,  wh ich ,  

when c o m p l e t e d ,  w i l l  p r e s e n t  i n  e a c h  c h a p t e r  a n  a a a l y s i s  05 t h a t  

f e a t u r e  o f  Wellsr p a r a d i g %  n o s t  a p p a r e n t  i r A  a pa r t i cu l a r  work, I 

h a v e  also embedded  ir .  t h e  t e x t  a c o n t i n ~ i ~ g  series of refere~~ces  

t o  Wclf s t  ea r l i e r  novel, E!g !4pchi11?, i~ o r d e r  t o  s u g g e s t  

how the two s t o r i e s  may be viewed as d i f f e r i n g  f i c t i o n d l  

emhodimerts of thc same c m c e r n s ,  

First,' h o w e v e r ,  i t  w i l l  b e  necessa ry  t o  l i m n  out i~ a. 

l i t t l e  more d e t a i l  s o & e  of what  t o l l o w s  from t h e  initial 

assumptions. The p r o t a g o n i s t s ,  f o r  example, of  a l l  the n o v e l s ,  



seem " o  h e  d e l i b e r a t e l y  p i c t u r e d  a s  represer~t_clri'rre members of 
------ . _ - _","____ - . -- - -- * - -- 

s o c i e t y ,  3 a n d  t h e  s e t 5 r - g s  t h e m s e i v ~ s  
- - (most o f t e n  islands 

\ i so ld ted  e i t h e r  i r ,  time o r  s p a c e )  justaas d e l i b e r a t e l y  i m a g i n e d  -1 
, o z  distorted I Jel ls  cori temporar y 
I 

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  If 1 h o p e  t o  delimir p a f a d i y m a t i c  e m o t i o n a l  or 

p s y c h o l o y i c a l  c o n f l i c t s  w i k h i n  the novels, the o b v i o u s  a v e n u e  of 

a p p r o a c h  is t h r o u g h  the h e r o  who represents h i s  s o c i e t y ,  The  

c h o i c e  of method f o r  s u c h  a a p p r o a c k  i s  e t : u a l l y  o b v i o u s ,  

t h r o u g h  the p a r a d i g m a t i c  p s y c h o l o g y  of F r e u d ,  4 produced rouy  h i y  

c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s l y  w i t h  Wells* n o v e l s  atd i n  a related c u l t u r a l  

-----_------------ 
3 C r i t i . c ~  have l o n g  noted t h e  marked similarities between t h e  
a u + h o r  Wells dcd many of h i s  cha rac te r s ,  t h e  q e n e r a l  a s s u m p t i o n  
ireiriq t h a t  suck a l a c k  of i t i s t i n g u i s h i z i g  i s  evidence o f  slipshod 
3et3ods of c o m p o s i 5 0 ~ ,  Thos it i s  i n t e r e s ~ i n g  t h a t  exactly t h e  
o p p o s i t e  s h o u l d  ce ?ke case w i t h  P r c n d i c k ,  t h e  T ime  T r a v e l l e r ,  
a n d  t h e  c d r r a t o r  o f  T i ~ g  wag of the  g o r l g s ,  t h a t  is ,  t h a t  f a r  
from b e i n g  s c a r c e l y  disguised v e r s i o c s  o f  %e very p a s t i c u l d r  
WeUs . .tb.ey-should be  c r e a t e d  a s  g e n e r a l i z e d ,  r a p r e s e n t a t i  ve 
c h a r a c t e r s .  On a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l  elements ic Wells see Raknem 2~ 
c i t , , ,  a n d  G lo r i a  G. From,  8 t T n r o u g h  t h e  Novelist9s L o o k i n g  --- 
Glassw,  i 3  Bernard  Eiergonzi ( E d . ) ,  id, 5, Be1.15: A Cof lec t iog  gf 
Cri i , i ca l  ------ - E s s m ,  (Englawuod C l i f f s :  P r e n t i c e  a d l l  j Spectrum 1, 
1375),  pp .  157-77, r e p r i n t e d  f r o n  Kgfl,yoE E e v i e w  3 1  ( 1 9 6 3 ) .  

432 o c c a s i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  n o t a b l y  i n  d e d l i n g  with Frendick and the 
Leopard  Ban,  I a l s o  u s e  J u n g ' s  version of F r e u d i a n  p s y c h o l o q y .  

s B y  n i l i e u  I meac i n  g e n e r a l  t h o s e  elements o f  E u r o p e a n  
b o u r q e o i s  l i b e r a l  c u l t u r e  t k d ?  a d o p t e d  and e x t e n d e d  the 
s c i e n t i f i c  t h o u g h t  o f  the p e r i o d ,  w i t h  p a z t i c a u a r  e m p h a s i s  oc 
t h e  t k o u g h t  o f  Daswia a n d  h i s  p o p u l a r i z e r s ,  T h o u g h ,  u n l i k e  
Freual ,  Wells c a n n o t  b e  claimed a s  a n  o r i g i n a l  s c i e n t i f i c  
r , ' n i n k e r ,  o r  d s  O I ; ~  who e x t e n d e d  D a r w i ~ i a n  c o n c e p t s ,  be c e r t a i n l y  
adop",ed them (from H D a r w i ~ s s  B u l l d o g 1 # ,  T ,  ;3. H u x l e y )  a n d  
d r d m a t i z e d ,  ic h i s  r o m a n c e s ,  some of  t h e  c o r i c e p t s  i n h e r e n t  i n  
D a r w i n i s t  t h i ~ k i n q .  Wells a l s o  s d t i r i z e d ,  i n  jl&gq 342 Sleeper 



Zhd: F r e u d  hoped was a uciversally v n f i d  d e s c s i p t i m  was 

severtheless produced  i n  a p a z t i c u l a r  time dnd place, i n  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  i z t e l l e c + , u a l  l tc l ima+-e l t f  a n d  it i s  t o  t h a t  p a r ~ i c u l a r  

c i ~ e  and p l a c e  tha*  Fells a l s o  a d d r e s s e d  h i s  f i c t i o n ,  in the 

cnsa of Horea'il, p a r a l l e l i n g  Wells8 s t o r y  w i t h  E ' r e u c i $ s  t o p o g r a p h y  

of + h e  2 s y c h e  i~ this f a s h i o ~  shows t h a t  t h e y  may be u s e d  t o  

+ ! e x p l a i n t 7  one a n o t h e r ,  t k a t  their a u z n o r s  shdre some commoL 

a t t i t u d e s ,  o r  p h o b i a s ,  t h o u g h  perhaps p h o b i d  1s  too  s t r o r A g  a 

+-erin, 

s ( c o t l t ' d )  Wakes ,  current S o c i a l  Darwix-ist i d e a s ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  ,grim, 
f i n a l e  of g&g T i m e  Mach ine  h e  u s e d  Kefvinss c a l c u l l t i o n s  on t h e  
aqe of t h e  e a r t h  a n d  She p r o b a b l e  d a t e  o f  t h e  s u n ' s  e x t i c c t i o n ,  
3~ : h i s  latter see Joe D, B u r c h f i e l d ,  L o r d  Kelvin aid fig2 of 
+ h e  C d r t 3  ( N e w  York:  Sc ie~ce  History P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1375)  , --- ----- f 



If. Wells' Self-Commectary 

What d i d  Wells h i m s e l f  sdy about tke p r o d w t i o n  o f  h i s  

scientific romciuces? 9 i s  c o m m e n t s  a re  r t e i r h e x  v e r y  Rumerous  rlor 

v e r y  d e t a i l e d ,  S e v e r a l  P r e f a c e s  t o  repr in :ed  e d i t i o n s  of t h e  

v a r i ~ u s  romdxices,  t h e  P r e f a c e s  ta  he i c d i v i d u a l  v o l u m e s  of 122 

remarks a n d  i n t e r v i e w s  c o n s t i ? . u t e  almost the whole of h i s  

r e m a r k s  o n  t h e  subjec t ,1  As a u h o l e  this c o m m e ~ t a r y  is  marked  by 

63e 113 * d i v i s i o n  of h i s  l i f e  i n t o  two p a r t s ,  t n s  roles r e a l l y ,  

w h i c h  mdy be  c a l l e d  the Young Wri?er, and t h e  Haturer Prophet. 

T h e  B a t u r e  wells tended t o  see h i s  s c i e n c e  f i c z i o n s ,  where noz 

a c t u a l l y  w o r t h l e s s ,  a s  a t  leas t  a possible t h r e a t  to h i s  role a s  

a g i t a t o r  f o r  utopia. The work of t h e  Yowg  b e l l s  i s  o b v i o u s l y  

u 3 s y m p a t h c t i c  t o  u t o p i a n  h o p e s  a n d  s o  the  E i d e r  Wells s u b t l e y  

d e n i ~ r a z e s  i t ,  g e n e r a l l y  commentir .q  o ~ l y  on t h e  more o b v i o u s  

a s p e c t s  o f  the n o v e l s ,  a n a t o m i z i n g  their f d u l t s  w i t h o u t  q i v i n g  

d n  equal  analysis t o  t h e i r  v i r t u e s ,  An added d i s i n g e n u o u s n e s s  

1Tn a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Prefaces t o  t h e  At1iint i .c  E d i t i o n *  V O ~ U ~ R ~ S  I, 
11, 111, acd IV see a l s o  tb.e P r e f a c e  %o t h e  o m ~ i b u s  e d i t i o n  of 
t h e  rumazces, ghg sc ie~ : t i f& E e m a n c e a  of gi g, df311s [London: 
G u l f a ~ c z ,  1933). For a g o r e  c o m p l e t e  l i s z i n g  see Raknem gg c&t, 
T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  some scattered c o m m e n t s ,  not a l l  t h a t  h e l p f u l ,  i n  
W Z I I ~ T -  rl-L3, s x p e r i m e n t  hg m&o&ihgrr.&y {Eew Y o r k :  HacXiliar,, 19311). 
A t l a n t i c  E d t i o n  here inaf ter  cited a s  As, hl,, f o l l o w e d  by  v o l u ~ e  -------- ------ 
auahes; l33~grime1i~ j-g & u t o ' u i o q ~ m & & y  kereinafter cr-ed a s  Exl 
A l l t .  , piige,  ---- 



some cases more t h a n  thirty years, Wells s a y s  himself,  o f  

re-readir-g g T i m e  flachicrx, t h a t  h e  now ncan no more touch i t  

o r  change it thax if it were t h e  work of dn e n t i r e l y  d i f f c r e n x  

pe r son ,  13e.. . f i n d s  it k d r d  dnd *clevers a n u  youthful, And-what 

is z a t h e r  o d d ,  he  thinks--a l i t t l e  u p s y m p a t h e t i c ,  ~e i s  left 

doubting,,,uhcther if the Time  Machire were a sufficiently 

p r a c ~ i c a b l e  method of transport f o r  such a m e e t i n g ,  t h e  H .  G, 

ZelZs of 1 8 9 4  and t h e  H. G, veils of 1922 would g e t  oc v e r y  wall 

sdys $ha% "that y o u n g  man of thirty-one is already zoo remote 

f o r  me to attemp" any drastic recons%ruction of his workfl.3 

The most d e t a i l e d  commentary closesi, in time to the ac t~ua l  

prodacx ion  o f  t h e  sc ient i f ic  romances i s  d e l l s i  Introduction t o  

mannerw ef f e c C i v e l y  d rowns  any substantive criticism, The 

I> t roduc t ion  is  i m p o r t a n t  mainly for t h e  f c l i o w i n g  passages sc 

Wells* c ~ m p o s i t i o n a l  method;  b e a r  in mind t h a t  most of the 

s tor ies  iz t n e  v o l u m e  arc romacces of one kixid or a ~ o t h e r ,  

T h e r e  was a time when l i f e  bu$LL@d witk short stories; 
t h e y  were always coming t o  the s u r f a c e  of  my mind,  a ~ d  
it i s  zo d e l i b e r a t e  c h a n g e  of  will that h a s  t h u s  
r e s t r i c t e d  my production,.,It was m y  friend 3r. C, L. 

- _ - > - - - - - * - - - - - - - - -  

Z W e l l s ,  A& M,, V. I, p. xxii. 



H i n d  who set t h e  s p r i n g  g o i r g ,  He u r g e d  B e  to write 
shory. stoiies.,.and p e r s u a d e d  Ke b y  h i s  s i m p l e  a-d 
b u o y a r l t  c u r , v i c t , i o x  t h a t  1 c o u l d  d o  % h a t  he d e s i r e d .  .,I 
set  m y s e l f  t o  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t  of i : i v e ~ t i s , g  moving and 
i n ? e r e s t i c g  t h i n g s  t h a t c o u l d  b e  g i v e n  v i v i d l y  i n  t h e  
l i t t i e  space  o f  eigtt o r  te~.. . p a g e s ,  , a n d  f o r  a tine I 
f o u n d  i t  a v e r y  e n t e r t a i n i n g  ? o r s u i =  i n d e e d ,  Mr, Hind's 
i n 3 i c a t i n g  f i n g e r  h a d  shown t h a t ,  t a k i n g  almost anything 
a s  a s t a r t i r i g  p o i n t  and l e t t i n g  my t h o u g h t s  p l a y  with 
it, t h e r e  would presently come o u t  of t h e  d a r i r r - e s s ,  i n  a 
a a n z e r  q u i t e  i n e x p l i c a b l e ,  some  absurd o f  v i v i d  l i t t l e  
i n c i d e n t  more or  l e s s  r e l e v a c t  t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  n u c l e u s .  
t i t t l e  men i n  cames would come f f o a t i n q  o u t  of  
n o t h i n q n e s s ,  i f i c u b a t i n g  the e g g s  of  prehistoric monsters 
u n a w a r e s ;  v i o l e c t  c o n f l i c t s  wou ld  b reak  o u t  a m i d s t  t h e  
f l ower -beds  o f  s u b u r b a n  ga rdens ;  I would d i s c o v e r  tha" 
was p e e r i c g  into remote a n d  m y s t e r i o u s  w o r l d s  ruled b y  
an order  l o g i c a l  indeed b u t  o t h e r  t h a n  our common 
s a n i t y .  4 

As Murnan and Jeance HacKenzie h a v e  s u g g e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  b iog raphy  

of B e l l s ,  t h i s  m e t h o 4  of  c o m p o s i t i o n  was s i m i h a r  to d r e a m i n g ,  

" 3 y  t h i s  meaLsu t h e y  s a y ,  " P e l L s  p r o d u c e d  s t o r i e s  which were 

r i c h  ia s y m u o i n s m ,  azd d r e a m l i k e  in t k e i r  s t r u c t u r e ,  They had 

"he same s u d d e r  s h i f t s  of locale a n d  ever. v i e w p o i n t . ,  t h e  b i z a r r e  

e v e n t s  e r r u p t - i u g  into ? h e  f a~iliar, a n d  e v e n  the i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l  

o f  v i e w ,  a n  e q u a l l y  noteworthy f e a s u r c  o f  Wellst statement i s  

i ts  con? r a d i c t o r  y assertiocs. 

on the o n e  hand  $Jells prese~:t.s h i m s e l f  as  a n  

e x + r a o r d i n a r i i y  s e n s i t i v e  and  s u g g e s t i b l e  y o u ~ g  mdn, H e  

r e i n f o r c e s  this i m p r e s s i o ~  l a t e r  i c  t h e  sawc I z t r o d u c t i o c ,  



t h a t  p r i o r i n  criticism a r t i f  i c a l  

d i s % i n c t i o n  between t h e  a n e c d o t e  a c d  t h e  s k o r t  s t o r y ,  and +.nat 

-5is d r i e d  up  t h e  sources of his s t o r y - t e l l i n g ,  

f h e  o  s t o r y  was H a u p a s s a z t ;  %he anecdote was 
d a m n a b l e . ,  , Tte recessior* of enthusiasm for t h i s  c o m p a c t ,  
a m u s i n g  form is c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  i n  my mind w i t h  t h a t  
3 i s c o u r d g i n g  i m p u t a t i o ~ ,  Oce f e l t  h o p e l e s s l y  open %o a 
p a r a l y s i n g  and u c a c s w e r a b l e  c h a r g e ,  a n d  o n e ' s  ease a n d  
h a p p i n e s s  ir, t h e  g a r d e r r  o f  one's f a n c i e s  was !nore and  
sore na r red  by the d r e a d  of it,  ft c r e p t  into oneqs 
mind,  a d i s t r e s s  as v a g u e  a c d  i n e x p u g n a h f e  a s  a sed f o g  
oz a  s p r i t g  m o r n i n g ,  a n d  p r e s e a t l y  o n e  s h i v e r e d  and 
wanted t o  go i n d s o r s , , , 5  

Even in a nor-fictmnai s e t t i n g ,  images  chardcteristic of h i s  

romances occur $0 P e f l s  as ~ e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of e m o r i o n s  a s s x i a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of those romaxcs; a2 i n  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  

romaRces ,  notably T i m e  Mackiiqa, h e  expresses himself ic ac 

imaged ~olarity, t h e  g a r d e n  i n v a d e d  by  d r e a d ,  % b e  b r i j h t  d d y  

Yet, on t1.e other  k a n d  ( i n  the f i r s t  extract) h e  ciaims thaz 

h e  "set h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  e x ~ e r i a e p ~  ~f i>ven&Lpq mavicg a3d  

i a t e r e s t i n q  t t i n y s t t ,  i m p P y ~ n q  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  were created ir 

t h e  same f a sk ioc  a s  a scientist co:istrncts aL e x p e r i n e n % ,  Wells 

a t t empzs  t o  d i s o w n  t h e  role of ais c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i n  ' hese  

e x p e r i m e n t s  by postulating r h e  MdarknessH or f3rothinqnessfi (from 

w h i c h  ",he %&s " b u b b l e  u p  to  t h e  s u r f a c e H  o f  r.is ~ i i r , i i ]  as d i n t l y  

descried out r,evar t h e l e s s  o b j e c t i v e  rea i ik ies ,  1i=.amot'3 a n d  

m y s t e r i o u s  v o r l d ~ ' ~ ;  h e  i s  merely tra~scribicg an oute r  scene, 



c o r r e s p o t d s  t o  the i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f t e n  q i v e n  t o  his h e r o e s ,  

L i k z  h i m  t t e y  h c q i c  b y  simply o b s e r v i c g  x h e  a c t i o n ,  a s  i f  

througk a windov--becoming ~y the s a n e  ~ o k e ~  a window " r o u g h  

w h i c 3  t h e  r e a d e r  observes t h e  a c t i o n - - a n d  e n d  b y  a l i g n i n g  

ttemsaLvas u i t h  o m  or  a n o t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  inevitable c o n f l i c t .  

A c t i o n  i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  r o m a n c e s  nca~ly a l w a y s  i n v o l v e s  violent 

c o n f l i c t ,  and  f r e d u e n t l y  o p p o s e s  men azd m o n s t e r s .  

T h e  c o c + r a d i c t i o z s  ir- ~ e l l s *  statement mdy G e  v i e w e 3  ds a 

c r o s s i n g  of i r * t e l l e c t u a l  a n d  e m o t i o n a l  puzgoses ,  T h o u g h  I have 

so f a r  o n l y  d e a k t  with t t e  i a t e l f e c t u a l  aspects 05 Wells1 

r o m a n c e s  there i s  n o  d o u b t  t h a t  the constructed fictions h a v e  a 

v i v i a  a n d  immediate e m o t i u ~ a l  i m p a c t  upon t h e  r e a d e r ,  The first 

extrac? above  strongly i m p l i e s  t h a t  Wells * u ~ x p a r i m e n t s "  were 

conducted on :he materials mosz accessible to him,  h i s  own 

e m o t i o n s ,  a n d  i t  is  p o s s i b l e  t o  extrude f r o m  t h i s  a f u r t h e r  

implication, that the act of r e s t r u c t u r i a g  t hose   ater rials 

r e s u l t e d  i n  a s p e c i e s  of a l l e g o r i c a l  f i c t i o n ;  t h e  stories 

e x h i h i ? .  "an amusing p o s s i b i l i t y  of the mindw.  T h e  r o m a n c e s  

embo4y t h e n ,  ir a l a t e e t  f o r m ,  Wellsi e f f o r t s  yo u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

workings of his own, o r  r a t h e r  h i s  heroes* min3,  

In d f f  the romances, madness is a 3 a r ~ g a r  t h e  hero m u s t  face 

a n d  s o m e t i m e s ,  a s  i n  &zeau, Bus; stiffer, T h e  a l l e g o r y  i n  a e i l s * ,  

rommces i s  LO? s o  much i r b  t h e i r  usciez?if ic l i  c o n t e n t ,  wh ich  is 



ds i n  the c o r . f l i c t  i t s e l f .  T h e  k e r o  carnot a v o i d  i n t e r n a l i z i n g  

t h i s  conf i i c r r  y e t  s t i l l  s t r u g g l e s  Co k e e p  i t  e x t e r n a l  TO h i s  

"se l f i t ,  T h i s  a p p l i e s  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  B o r e a u ,  "ough  b e c a u s e  i t  Is 

w r i + t e n ,  l i k e  most cf t h e  s c i ec t i f i c  r o n a n c e s ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  

p e r s o n ,  P r e n d i c k 9 s  s t , r : ~ g y l e  is s o m e t i m e s  d i f E i c u l t  t o  see. 

T 3  r h e  ecd o f  e l u c i d a t i n g  t h e  a l l e g o r y  f h a v e  r e g a r d e d  i t  

a s  n o t  p r i m a r i l y  or nterefy a poe",c too l  (* fp i>e t i c lT  in t h ~ s  case 

i ~ c f u d i n g  prose w i t h i r  i t s  p u r v i e w )  b u t  a s  e s s e ~ t i a l l y  an 

i n t e l l a c t a a l  t o o l ,  a way of th i r?k in ' ig  r a c h e r  t h a n  a v a r i e t y  of 

p e r c e p t u a l  e x p e s i e n c e ,  I h a v e  r e g a r d e d  it t o o ,  n o t  a s  ac 

e s s e n t i a l l y  d e n o t a t i v e  Eosm, i m p a r t i n g  a n  e x p l i c i t l y  d i d a c t i v e  

" m e s s a g e n ,  b u t m o r e  a s  a c o n n o t a t i v e  mode, i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u f d r  

case  a s  a p s y c h o n a c h i a ,  P h i l e  t h e  f i r s t  t y p e  i m p o r t s  m e a n i z g  ia 

.. - h e  - form of a g o a l  (a  heavenly c i z y ,  for e x a m ; 3 l e ) ,  t h e  seccand 

seeks m e a n i n g  within a process, I f  b o t h  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  of 

t h e  a i n d ,  t h e  firs? te l l s  t h e  reader what p o r t l o n s  of thaz mind 

t o  e x a l t  o r  d i s c a r d ,  t h e  s e c o n d  o n l y  i n q u i r e s  a s  to the r e l a t i v e  

s t r e z g t h s  of t h o s e  p o r t i o n s ,  A s  a @ode of w r i t i n g  a l l e g o r y  

demands  r e f l e c t i o n ,  o r d e r  arad clarity, qualities t h a t  none h a v e  

d a u h t e d  Wellss s c i e n T i f i c  e d u c a t i o a  a n d  j o u r ~ a l i s t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  

s e r v e d  t o  h e i g h t e n .  M o r e o v e r ,  ?hose who i n  * h e  p a s t  h a v e  u s e d  

a l l e q o r y  ( D a n t e ,  S p e n s c r ,  Bunyan)  h a v e  beer, o n l y  s c s n , l a r i 1 y  

writers ar:d p r i m a r i l y  t i l ickcrs  a n d  men o f  a f f a i r s .  E x a c t l y  so, 

w o u l 4  I c h a r a c t e r i z e  Yells. H i r s  c h a r a c t e r s  t e n d  t o  become 
. 

r e p r e s e 3 t d t i v c  t y p e s  a n d  h i s  s i t u a t i o r s  t e ~ d  towards i d e o l o g i c a l  
-A\  



demons t ra t iocs .  H i s  f i c t i o n ,  i n  o + b r  wor3s, no mat te r  how 
- - - - -- - - - . 

s u p e r f i c i a l l y  f a ~ t a s t i c ,  i n s i s t s  o n  a s t r o n g  c c r i n e c t i o n  t o  t h e  

'"real1' wosfd  o f  t h e  r e a d e r ,  His t a l e s  a r e  + h e  servants of i d e a s ,  

s a c r i f i c e d  more a n d  more o f t e r 4  the p o e t r y  5s  the i d e a s ,  g e l d s  

b e c a m e  a much more p u b l i c  f i g u r e ,  f u l 3 l n a t i c g  a g a i c s t  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  e v i l s  i n  h i s  n o v e l s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  d d i l y  press acd 

t h r o u g h  h i s  b r i e f  b u t  s p e c t a c u l a r  memberstip i n  the F a b i a n  

S o c i e t y .  B u t  a s  i?. i J a r r e n  Wagar h a s  n o t e d ,  i n  h i s  gt i;, Ve11s 
d 

s r ~ d  2hg gggld Statg ,  @el l s  f a i l e d  s i g n a l l y  a s  a p r o p h e t ,  a h d  had  

h i s  g r e a t e s t  success a s  a writer of s c i e ~ c e  f i c t i o n s , '  A s  s u c h  

he  is s t i f f  v a r y  much w c u r r e n t "  acd  ~ a r k e t a b i e ,  t h e  r o m a n c e s  

still f e e l i z q l y  expressing t h e  c o ~ t r d d i c t o r y  s ta tes  uf mind 

i n d u c e d  i n  u s  a i i  b y  h a v i ~ q  to l i v e  ir, a worLd i n  t h r a l l  i,o 

mechanistic u e f  i c i t i o n s  o f  itself. 

H o p e f u l l y ,  by p o i n t i n g  out tke c o n t r a r i e t y  of Uellsr 

a t t i t u d e s  I do  riot need  t o  b e f a b o u r  + h e  o b v i o u s  p s y c h o l o g r c a l  

c o n s t s u c t i o n s  t k a t  may b e  p u t  o r  h i s  words, T h e  s c i e n t i f i c  

r o m a n c e s  a r e  y s y c h o l o q i c a l  n o v e l s  r t h a t  t h e y  t r a n s c r i b e ,  

f i l t e r e d  t h r o u g h  8 e P l s 3  historicdi, c l a s s ,  a n d  personal 

b a c k g r o u n d s ,  states o t  c o n f l i c t  within therr  h e r o e s  b y  

7W. B a r r e n  V a g a r ,  8: G ,  &ells & ~ a  && Worhi S k a t e  {Men Baveii: 
Yale U n i v .  P r e s s ,  1961)  , p y ,  245-59,  '*The P r o p h e t  as f a i l u r e f t ,  
S e e  a l so  e n t r i e s  u n d e r  "'deilsW i3 a n y  B o o k s  In, P r i n t ;  t h e y  are 
n e a r l y  a l l  e i t h e r  scier~cc f i c t i o n s ,  o r  s o c i a l  c o m e d i e s ,  ie, 
K i ~ g s ,  M y ,  P o l l $ ,  e x ,  -- 



elements of % h e  c o n • ’  l ic ts ,  h k e  t h e  persmae o f  a l l e g o r i e s ,  are 

R u t  free o n l y  'o t h e  ex t ec t  t h a t  t h e  auc_i;or d o c i s  LO+_ use them 

i m p o s i t i o n  of just s u c h  a frdmework t h d ? z o b ~  the later c h a p t e r s  

of Vclls* ( 1908 )  Thg j 4 p ~  LIJ 2.g of much of t h e i r  interest; 

t h e  n a r r d t i v e  ebcs  acd i s  p e r f u n c t o r i l y  closed o f f ,  a n d  l o n g  

passages  of sociological s p e c u P a t i o r -  are inserted t o  l oca t e  t h e  

+ a l e  in its * 4 h i s t o r i c a l u  s e t t i r y .  

Was Wells himself aware of a n y  possible p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

i 2 + e r p r e + a s i o s . s  o f  h i s  wosks? There i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  on t h i s  

p o i n t  one  way o r  the o t h e r  but 1 d o u b t  v e r y  s t r o c g l y  t h a t  h e  

was. Later, it is t r u e ,  Re seexis t o  irave f a m i l i a r i z e d  h i m s e l f ,  

i f  nut with t te  d c t u a l  w o r k s  o f  Freud acd J u x g ,  then at l e a s t  

w i t h  the o u t l i n e s  of their theories. He even g o e s  so far, i~ his 

Experimens iz Alobioqgcauhy [ l ' 3 3 @ ) ,  a s  zo e l a b o r a t e  on h i s  awn -- 
( J u n q i a n )  E g r S o n a e  a n d  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  :o h i s  life a s d  work.8 I n  

t h e  sdme book ,  speaking of h i s  a d o l e s c e n t  growing s e x a a l  

?warmess, he is dt p a i n s  t o  reject Freud8s theories o n  what  can 

o a l y  b e  c a l l e d  racist jsourds,9 



JCri t h e  f i r s t  extzact- ,  above too,  :he way i!: which he s p e a q s  of 

the shorz s t o r y  w r i z i n g  pe r iod  of h i s  l i f e ,  as  i f  h e  f o u n d  z h e  

w h o l e  business a little beyocd him ard slightly bewil3eri3gV 

s u q g e s t s  t h a t  the s o u r c e s  of h i s  creativity still r e m a i n e d  

l a r g e l y  h i d d e n  f r o m  him. There i s  E O  r z a l  e v i d e n c e  i n  the  

hutobiogreahy e i t h e r ,  that Wells e v e r  u ~ d e r t o o k  a n  a n a l y s i s  of ------- 
his cwn enotio~s, though he c o n t i n u o u s l y  r e d p p r a i s e d  h i s  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  & o s i t i o n s ,  

a y  p e r s o c a l  reasons f o r  u n d e r t a k i s y  this study aay, I 

think, be  g e r m a n e  t o  i t ;  t h e y  are e a s y  to enriunerate,  a n d  t h e y  

c a n  be  u s e d  to i n t r o d u c e  sofie i i ~ a l  remarks on the figure of z h e  

l a t e r  Wells, f have been since the age of eight y e a r s  a reader  

(though n e v e r  a " f a n f i )  of sc iecce  f i c z i o n .  I coae from a class 

nackq round  v e r y  s imilar  t o  Wells*, acd too, f r o m  the same pa r t  

of E n g l a n d - - E a s t  Sussex a d  Kezt. Some of Wel ls t  most beautiful 

(and f o r  me most e v o c a t i v e )  p a s sages  are h i s  d e s c x i p t i o n s  of t k e  

sweltericg summer c o u ~ t r y s i d e ,  of sceres t h a t  were not much 

different in tEe m i d d l e  195Q9s t h a ~  t h e y  were i n  the l a t e  

18 308s,  The d i a l e c t  of  Keflsf villagers i s  essenr ia f  ly s i a t i l a r  

t o  t h a t w h i c h  I g rew up s p e a k i n g  a n d  h e a r i c y  ) t i1 m y  later 

x.hooling ckdageii to:h ay eyes a n d  my ears ,  Vhen I h a p p e n e d  or. 

%he word "sawzey9*, f o r  instarice,  i c  Wellst Thg 'Jon~Jerfg& Vise', 

i t  stared b a c k  a t  me •’rum the page ,  prompting a s h a r p  j o l t  o f ,  

r e ~ o q n i t i o n ,  f o r  T d o n i t  know how many times my wiser elders 



c a l l e d  me a f t s a w n e y  y u c g u n t * .  There h a v e  h e ~ l n  ~oments too, ~ h e c  

? u r s u L n g  my e n q u i r i e s  I have war-dered about my own less 

accessible m o t n v a t i o r - s .  T h e  c h o i c e  of a s u u j e c t  o f  study and  t h e  

a e t h o l  sf a p p r o a c h  s u r e l y  implicates the student. If m y  claims 

have any v v a l i o i t y  (I have thought) t h e n  i r  unr3ve2ling ",e 

coriflicts o f  @ells a n d  k i s  fictional creations I am i n  a  sense 

azso u~ravellicg scme of the fictions a n d  conf ; i czs  I (and 

p e r h a p s  many o thers)  i n v o l v e  ourse'ftres i n ,  

For  macy r e a s o n s  t h e n  I h a v e  beer= and  still am attracted t o  

%ells* b o o k s ,  a n d  specially t o  his scien~e f i c t i o n s ,  evex 5Bouqh 

a more d e t a i l e d  r e a d i n g  i n  h i s  l i f e  acd times and o t h e r  w r i t i n g s  

has e r o d e d  somewhat my tendency t o  venerate him simply because 

o f  h i s  unique s t a t u s  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n .  

I r ideed ,  building from t h i s  last, some science f i c t i o n  

readers  ilave e ~ c o u r a y e d  or.@ a n o t h e r  t o  t a k e  Wells'  narrat ive 

pose of Olympian d e t a t c h m e n t  and k i s  p z o p h e t i c  stance at face 

value, 1 0  A; f o x  h i s  ~ r o p h e c i e s ,  +he acme o f  this t e a d e ~ c y  is  

f o u n d  i n  his mind As g& E?d of &Ls T e t h e r ,  a n d  i n  a note 

fizscrted when it was r e p s - i n t e d  in 1 9 4 4 )  added to the Preface of 

----------._-*----- 
l o R y  this I mean simply his tendency to write often as if 
looking d ~ w n  from a g r e a t  h e i g h t  on  "he a c t i o n s  h e  describes, 
C h e  classic position of the t l s c i e n t - , i f  icu observe-  b e l i e v i n g  " ! 
himself tlninvolved i r .  t h v s e  actions. T h i s  s t a n c e  IS b e s t  seen in 
Wells' --- T h e  --- War &z hi2 (London: Georqe bell, 1 3 0 8 ) ,  



f 001s. 'ill 

Yet m y  s z u d i e s  of  well^ h a v e  s e r v e d  t o  i n t e r - s i f y  m y  sease 

of  5 L m  a s  z& sciecce fit-io~ w r i t e r ,  f o r  the more s u c h  works T 

read t h e  :lore c o c v i n c e d  f h a v e  become ? h a +  i n  t h e  years Wells 

was writing h i s  scierce f i c t i o n s  ( 1894 -1901 )  h e  p roduced  a 

virtuai c o m p e r d i u m  of tke themes w h i c h ,  until j u i t e  recently, 

o t h e r  writer; i r  + h e  f i e l d  have r a t h e r  succeeded in e l a b o r a t i n g  

than i n  s u r p a s s i n g ,  Even t h e  "New WaveM writers of  +be l a t e  

1 3 6 0 ' s  are i n  t h e i r  s a t i r e  a n d  s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s i ~  no  less t h a n  i n  

t h e i r  i n a g i c a ? i v e  fervour, often anticipated by b e l l s ,  3n the 

o p p o s i t e  z i d e  of science fiction (ideologically s p e a k i n g )  such a 

co'fisarvative writer as t h e  l a t e  C ,  S, Lewis expresses admiration 

for weiisO science fictions and speaks of r c a d h g  them with 

L e w i s  with e v i d e n t  relish caricatures t h e  Prophet Wells a s  t h e  

------_-_--------- 
llnefls, jiar &I? the Air (Harmoadsworth: Pengu i - f , ,  1941, 39671. 
The complete c o n t e x k  o f  the passage i s  We1 Ist r e p r i n t i n g  here 
the Preface to t h e  Collins (1921) edition of the m v e f ,  where he 
says, i r  p a r t ,  "Is t h e r e  cothi~y to a d d , ,  , ?  H o ~ h i n g  e x c e p t  my 
e p i t a p h ,  That ,  when ' the time comes, w i l l  m d n i f c s t l y  have t o  be: 
* I  t o l d  you so; y o u  damned f o o l s . *  [The i t a l i c s  a r e  sine,)" 

12C, S, L e w i s ,  "OC Science Fictionw, from his of zthgg &or&& 
(He# Y o s k :  H a r c o u r t ,  Brace, U o r l d , ,  19671, e d i t e d  by Uaftes: 
Hooper. E s s a y  r e p r i s t e d  iri M o  Rose (Ed,), Zciezcg F ic t ion ;  4 
GellectSgg gf C r i t i c a l  Essays (Englewood C l i f f s :  P f e n z i c e  Hall 

S p e c t r u ~  j, 1976) , p ~ ,  103-35. 



hollow, babbling 'owl of d e m o n i c  forces .  

T h e  i m p l i c i t  d i s t i n c t i o n  made b y  L e w i s  corresponds t o  t h a t  

made  be twrze~ t h e  earlier and  t h e  i a t e r  baefls. The two alrrlosz 

m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e  f i g u r e s  of Gefls t k a 3 ~ c w i . s  presents, likirg 

on6 and as h e a r t i l y  d i s l i k i n g  t h e  o t h e r ,  r;;.dy dlmost b e  s n i d  t u  

be e m b i e ~ s  f o r  a t t i t u d e s  towards  t h e  future; it will b e  

horrible, b u ~  no, i t u i l l  be e x h i l a r a t i n g ,  T k s s  i n t e r p r e t i v e  

p o s s i h l l i i y  is o p e n  io Lewis because the  two Wellses were first 

i d e ~ z i f i e d  by aefls himself a n d  l i n k e d  t o  'wo sets of writings, 

' h e  g e n e r a l l y  p e s s i m i s t i c  a n d  p o e t i c  r o m a n c e s  dnd t h e  g e n e r a l l y  

optimistic a n d  i n t e l l e c t u a l  u t o p i a s .  l 3  I n  f ac t ,  however, t h e  

cleavage i s  p o t  n e a r l y  so s h a r p  a s  this kind of m a n i p u l a t i ~ r ~  of 

e m b l e m a t i c  f i g u r e s  s u g g e s t s ;  t h e  f i rst  Wells b l e n d s  i n s e n s i b l y  

into :he s e c o n d .  In t h e  La t e r  b o o k s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t hough  t h e r e  

is a gradual s u b o r d i n a z i o n  of t h e  p r o j e c t e d  fantasy to a 

p r o j e c t e d  f 8 a c t u a l i t y H  there is  n o  s u d d e n  c h o k i n g  off of t h e  

b r i l l i a n t  i m g i n a t i o n  t h a t  h a d  i l l u m i n a t e d  t h e  worlds of the 

ear l i e r  w o r k s ,  a *  

"I3uut a s  I h o p e  l a t e r  t o  be able to shou, e v e n  e h e  r o m z c e s  h a v e  
s+rong3.y u t o p i a n  t e n d e n c i e s .  

IGEoqer BoweE, i~ b - i s  "Exgerinerts ic S t a t e m e n z w  {Simon Fraser 
U n i v , ,  u n p u b f i s h e d  thesis, 3968) ,  c h o s e  to e x a m i n e  fron among 
Wells9 wozks, n o t  o n l y  Moreau ,  b u t  a l s o  ghg C r o q u e f  P l a y e r  
( 3  336) , a n d  fig, Sle+,t:s@orhty or, Raaipole &gland ( 1  328 )  ; I f i n  t h i s  , 

r e s p e c t n  h e  s a y s ,  "ithe last two t e x t s - - l a r g e l y  igmred b y  
commentators--are deliberately p u t  be fo re  t h e  reader f o r  fresh 
consideration as  e v i d e n c e  that Weiis4 c rcaz ive  spiri+ did n o t  
necessarily d i e  or, d a t e s  s p e c i f i e d  by ~ o r m d t i v e  critics1* j i i )  , f 
agree w i t h  Mr. Eowen, t h o u g h  with a n  i r . c r e a s i n g  sense of 



Pohert 8 .  P h i l m u s ,  i n  his t h e o r e t i c a l  book oc aciep-ce fictioz, 

to 2rivate m y t h s ,  1 s  kells himself believed that he had made 

e x a c c y  " h e  o c p o s i t e  t r a z s i t ,  from p e r s d n a f  f a ~ t a s i e s  to 

o b j e c t i v e ,  or n e c e s s a r y  d r e a n s ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  it i s  cledr t h a c  :he 

projected a c t u a l i t y  of t h e  i a t e r  utopias i s  ultima-ely rio less 

I n  a  p r o f o u n d  sense, Wellsi sociology (like Mis 

e v o l g t i o n a r y  t h e o r y f  was i m a g i n a t i v e  a s  i n  i m p o r c a ~ t  respects  

h i s  i m a g i n a t i o n  was s o c i o l o g i c a l ,  To adduce ocly oce e x a n p i e ,  in 

au ' ion- - the  f u t u r e  and t h e  p r e s e n t - - a r c  p a r t i a l l y  s o c i a l  a n d  

scffcx? u p o r  oze a a o t h e r  as mirrors gfdce3 on e i the r  side o f  zhe  

15Robert M, P h i l m u s ,  Lp- The U ~ i k n o w ~ ~  The E v o I u f , i o n  of Sziencg 
F i c t i o n  f rani F r a n c i s  Goodwin Q !I, 5; F e l l s  ( B e r k e l e y :  Univ, of ------- ---- ------ ------ 
C a l i f o r r i a  P r e s s ,  IgTO), p p ,  31-6.  Philmus d e v e l o p s  this 
d i s t i n c + i o n  b y  c o ~ t r a s t i n y  t h e  works of Heils t o  those of Vezce. 
Mells' myths, h e  s a y s ,  b e g i n i r j  a s  ? r i v a t e ,  i n  the course of 
c o m p o s i t i o n  became p u b l i c  b y  " d i s p l a c i r g  a n d , ,  .coi~imentrng upon 
the his'.orical condition o f  ma." ( 3 3 ) s * ~ e r n e 3 s  v i s i o n ,  au t h e  J P q  
c o n t r a r y ,  is e x c l u s i v e  and  p r i v a t e ,  "ac i n ~ r o v c r t e d  v e r s i o n  of 
illan seeking s e l f - e n c l o s u r e ? *  ( 3 4 ) .  The trouble w i t h  the 
d i s t i n c t i o c  is t h a t  b o t h  tendencies may be f o u l d  i n  t h e  works of 
both men; each wr i te r  tends to inciude the o p p o s i t e  * p u s i t i o ~ *  
w i t h  his own, P h i f m u e  includes a  quotation from Roland Barthes4 
article or, Verne (ic PlythoLoqjg~,  E n g l i s h  edition, p ,  90) which 
describes, with u x a ? - n y  precisio~~, t h e  p o s i t i o n  o t  Wellst Tiae  
T r a v e l l e r ,  P h i i a u s *  c o n c e p t s  of p r i v a t e  aad p u b l i c  m y t h s ,  a cd  of, 
the ways in which these two can interact, is thus subject t o  
s i g n i f i c a n t  distortion, azd h e  offers "he reaJcr no way of 
maintaining dt all times a clear d i s t i n c t i o n  be tween  t h e  two 
k i c d s  of myth. 



% y s ? e r Z o a ~  T i ~ e  T r a v e l l e r ,  who is d e e p i y  i m p l i c a t e d  i n  t n e  

p r o c e s . s e s  h e  "uu j e c t i v e l y ~ ~  observes i these mirrors, Bozh  

modes, tte s o c i o l o g i c a l  a ~ d  t h e  imagimtive, dze d e s c r i p t i v e ,  i~ 

acd fears, ar.d &a" hodes t e n d  +o b e  a p o c a l y p t i c ,  Veils* 

s o c i o i o g i c a i  a n d  p r o p h e t i c  nove l s  aze b y  n o  means severed 

c l e a n l y  f r o @  t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  h i s  e a r l i e r  s c i a a t i f  i c  romazces. 

T h o u q h  "objectivity" dominates these later c o v e l s  a l m o s t  t o  t h e  

p o i n k  of  b e c o m i n g  t h e i r  en t i re  s u b j e c t  matees, a n d  t h e  l o g i c a l  

s l e igh t -o f -hand  p r a c t i s e d  ea r l i e r  is discarded in favanr of a 

rnore "real tf  method, a t  bottom t h e  works are a f ~  s t i l l  emotional. 

responses t o  felt s i t u a t i o n s ,  no matter how g a i l y  decked o u t  

tbhesc r e sponse s  may be i n  s o c i o l o g i c a l  ~ a t i u n a l i z a t i o n s ,  T h e  

t i ~ l e  or  S U S L ~ E  S o r , t a g ' s  lncisive article on science f i c t i o n  

f i l m s  a p p l i e s  f o r c e f u l l y  t o  t h e  f o r m s  uf %ells1 imag ina t i on  f o r  

h i s  kruf y was an f i imay ina t i o~ !  o f  d i s a s t e r H .  1 6  



111, The I s l a n d  [ij 

T h e  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s a s t e r  Hells d e a l s  w i t h  i n  !&g - l a n d  uf 

illi i?b?Iggg is e x p e r i e n c e d  by  a s i r - g l e  i ~ d i v i d u a i ,  P d u a r d  

P r e n d i c k ,  + h e  n a r r a t o r  of the n o v e l .  Yet t h r o u g h  Prendick's 

inability to escape the h o r r o r s  kc e x p e r i e n c e s  on H o r e a u 8 s  

i s l a n d ,  Wells w i d e n s  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  disaster. .The c o n d i t i o n  of 
*- 

the Beast P a l k  on t h e  i s l a n d  is t h u s  r e c r e a t e d  a s  an a l l e ~ j o r y  of  
- .  

t h k  c o n d i t i o n  02 ali humans i n  s o c i e t y .  A s  a s e t t i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  

the i s l a n d  itself e m b o d i e s  m e a n i n g ,  a c d  +his may most easily b e  

approached b y  a b r i e f  e x d m i n a t i o r .  o f  x& M a c n i n e .  I n  this 

e a r l i e r  w v e l  F e l l s  00th f r a g m e n t s  ar,d cefitraiizes the 

characters. 32 t k e  o n e  haxd t h e  Eorlocks a n d  t h e  Eloi r e p r e s e n t  

{ i i i v e r g e n t )  a s p e c t s  of a c u l t u r e ,  b u t  on the o the r ,  riot only a r q  

t h e  characters i n  a sense v e r s i o c s  of one a n o x h e r ,  h u t  a l l  a l so  

r e v o l v e  a b o u t  t h a t  culture, which is  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a c o n t r o l l i n g  

a u ' h o r i t y ,  def  i n i n q  their possible interactions, The 

f r a g m e n t a t i o c  o f  t h e  characters i s  of e q u a l  importance with 

t h e i r  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  o v e r  a l a n d s c a p e  that mimics theif 

a c r o p h i c d  a s p e c t s ,  T h e  H o r l o c k s  are  a s s o c i a t e d  with a n  

u n d e r w 3 r l d ,  t h e  E l o i  w i t b  a g a r d e n ,  T o g e t h e r ,  t h e s e  elemeats may 

b e  thouqh-of a s  aa islacd. I n d e e d ,  i n  the  f o u r t h  drdft of 

T i m e  Machine, one of t h e  f r a m i n g  characzers  c a l l s  t h e  w o r l d  of ---.... ------- 



t h e  f u t u r e  "a l i t t l e  i s l a r d  hn t ime acd a l i t t i e  island ic 

3 p a c e , . . o u t  of a l l  the o c e a n s  of s p a c e ,  dad d few z h o u s a n d s  of 

years  of e t c r ~ i t y ,  *'I T h e  settings o-fi tv'ellse s c i e n t i f i c  roma.?ces 

aay ir? most cases ce d e f i n e d  as  ''a l i y t l e  island i n  tiae or 

spaceH,  or  b o t h , '  which ac t s  t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  hero f r o m  his own 

ncedl" s o c i e t y .  

C n e  o f  t5e ~ e a n i n g s  of the i s l a c d  then, is t h a t  i t  may b e  

c o n s i d e r e d  a s i g r ,  0 2  zhe romance h e r v 4 s  a l i e n a t i o n .  Culture 

alienates him from a "na tu ra lH  state, a c d  his sense of % h i s  

i n c o m p l e t e n e s s  will r o t  allow him t o  w h o l e - h e a r t e d l y  participate 

i n  t h e  c u l t u r e .  k f h e t h e r  the h e r o  desires u n i f i c a t i o n  with h i s  

s p e c i f i c  c u l t u r e  i s  a separate q u e s t i o n ,  t h o u g h  I s h o u l d  note  

t h a t  i n  h i s  s c i e n c e  f i c t i o n ,  a n d  i n  h i s  novels written ir+ t h e  

early years of the p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y ,  $?oPly, ~ o n o  gpzgpy, 

------------------ 
ZH. G .  Wells, &ationa& O b s e r v e ~  t e x t  of The T i m  H a c h i n e ,  i n  
Robert M, Philmus a n d  D a v i d  Y, H u g h e s  ( E d s , f f ,  G, @ells: E a r n  
g r i t i n =  1, Science 2nd science Ekc t . i o2  [ B e r k e l e y :  Univ .  of ------ 
C a l i f o r n i a  Press, 19751, p, 89 .  R e p r i s k e d  Z r o ~  Bat5onal 
O b s e r v x ,  n . s ,  32, 2 3  J u n e ,  7834,  pp,  1Q5-6, T h i s  i n v a l u a 5 l e  
s o u r c e  w i l l  k e r e i n a f t e r  b e  c i ted  as,  Hells,  name of a r t i c l e ,  
Philmus a n d  Hughes  { E d s , ) ,  page, o r i g i c a l  s o u r c e ,  

2 U e l l s q  Tkg gpy of ghs  H p r l d s  a p p e a r s  to s u o v e r t  t h i s  assertion 
b u t  a mome~t*s  reflection will establish t h a t  in f a c t  it does , 

not .  I n  "e most l i t e r a l  s e n s e ,  the H i s l a n 9 ' *  of  t h a t  zovel i s  
E n g l a n d ,  which is described c o n s i s z e a t l y  as a kind of g a r d e n .  
@ e l l s  draws a d i s t i n c t  p a r a l i e 1  t o o ,  between 9zg land  and  
T a s m a n i a ,  a n o t h e r  i s l a n d  v i c t i m  of co lon ia l  a ~ b i t i o n s ,  



gefls has h i s  heroes e m p h a t i c a l l y  teject. their +ies to societyp 3 

fl? his l a t e r  wr i t i cgs  Wells s h l t t s  from r o m a n c e  t o  u top ia  

so t h a r  i n s t e a d  of r e p r e s e ~ ~ t i n g  a  s o c i e t y  of one i s o l a t e d  

-. ~ n ~ 5 F v F ~ d u a l ,  a s  i n  E ~ r e a u ,  t t e  i s l a z d  c o ~ e s  t~ s z a r d  for oce -- 
i s o l a t e d  s o c i e t y ,  W i t h  t h i s  c h a n g e  comes d s h i f t .  I n  the variety 

a n d  d i r e c t i o n  of a l i e n a t i o n ,  d c k a n g e  p a r t l y  imposed by t h e  

formal limits w i t h i n  which Wells c h o s e  t o  work. The a l i e a a t i o n  

is s t i l l  presect, but s u y e r f i c i a l l y  much subdued, as a projected 

f u t u r e  s o c i e t y  i t s e l f  assumes h e r o i c  prop or ti or.^, conferring i n  

t u r n  a P i k e  status oc i t s  i n t e r c h a n g e a b l e  c i ? i z e n  u n i t s ,  I n  

p l a c e  o f  the h e r o  e x i l e d  from his culture Wells shows a u t o p i a n  

s o c i e t y  I d t e n t  within o u r  own, b u t  exiled from i t ,  f n  a reversal 

of 'he u s u a i  science fiction situation, w h e r e  the p r e s e n t  i s  a 

haven  from a t h r e a t e n i n g  o t h e r w o r l d ,  i n  Wells t h e  p r e s e n t  %as 

p a r a d o x i c a l l y  b e e n  marooned fro@ its own best f u t u r e ,  

By r $ x e t o r i c a l l y  dissufvinq t h e  i ~ d i v i d u a l  into his 

c o r p o r a t e  e n v e l o p e  t h e  p roblew of a l i e n a t i o n  is b y - p a s s e d .  B u t  

it is n o t  r e s o l v e d ,  The z e p s e s e a t a t i v e  of t h e  p r e s e n t  remains an 

out s i d s r  absolutely, Because of t h i s  s e p a r a t i o ~  , i r o n y  must h e  

s a c r i f i c e d ,  f o r  n o  o t h e r  i n t e r a c t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  a b s o l u t e  

c redence  is p o s s i b l e  between utopians a n d  o u t s i d e r s .  A m b i g u i t y  

r e n o u n c e d  f o r  contrast, t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  c o m m e n t a r y  o n  each 



s i d e  is  s i q n i f i c a a t l y  i m p a i r e d ,  T h e  u t o p i a n  i s  c s m p k e c e l y  a, one 

with his or her soc ie ty ,  t h e  o u t s i d e r  c o m p l e t e l y  a t  odds w i t h  

h i s .  N e i t h e r  s i d e  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  c a r r y i ~ g  ~ o n v i c t i o r ~ ,  

Po: + h e  o u t s i d e r ,  a l i e n a t i o r ,  exists in a much more  aca:e 

f o r m  t h a n  f a r  the a l i e n a t e d  heroes of  t h e  r o m a n c e s ,  no preseat 

r e s o l u t i o n  of a l i e s a t i o n  being d e e ~ e d  likeiy acd, t h e r e f o r e ,  co 

hero ic  a c t i o n  being admissible; alienation becomes p a r a l y s i s ,  

T h e  o u t s i d e r ,  a f r a m i n g  character, is necessarily the sole 

avenue of i d c n t i f i c a % i o n  f o r  Wells* r e a d e r s  and t h u s  they too 

can o n l y  i n v i s i b l y  v i e w  the u t o p i a n s  a n d  t h s i r  happiness, cdn 

3ever p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  it. T h i s  s p l i t t i n g  o f f  of t h e  f u t u r e  from 

t 5 e  p r e s e n t  c l e a r l y  c a n n o t  r e s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m  of alienatioc. 

Attempticg w i t k o 3 ~ t  h o p e  t o  become t h e  f u t u r e ,  the present e x i s t s  

m e r e l y  a s  a c o n x s a d i c t i o n  of t h a t  c y c o s o r e ,  T h e  intensive u t o p i a  

mus; b e  l oca t ed  i n  a3 extensive c o n t e m p o r a r y  frame, b u t  b e c a u s e  

of  t h i s  i t  requires ar. almost n a q i c a l  a c t  t o  brndge the c h a s m  

that l i e s  between tbem; o r  a t  l e a s t ,  i n t e r v e n t i o n  b y  powers 

outside the scope 02  human u n d e s s t a n d i n g ,  wa rps  i n  time, 

superca 'arak comets, o r  t h e  release o f  t h z  ~estiai q u a l i t i e s  ia 

humans, % h e s e  t r i g g e r i n g  A r n a g e d d o n ,  the f requent  p r e l u d e  zo the 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of t h e  W e i l s i a n  u t o p i a ,  T h e  sojourner fi~ds, 

i n s t e a 3  o f  a n  a r e n a ,  a t r u e  islard, a good  place instead of {as 

i n  the r o m a n c e s )  ac e v i l  one; b u t  h e  s t i l l  r e m a i n s  ar. outcast, a, 

w d n d e r e r  a n d  d s t r a n g e r  i n  d s t r a n g e  l a n d ,  The u t o p i a n  tale t h u s  

serves o ~ f y  one o f  Wellsq p u r p o s e s  well, a t L i  t h a t  is to 



e m p h a s i z e + h e  s e r i o u s r e s s  of c o ~ t e m p o r a r y  s o c i a l  problems f o r  h i s  

r eade r s ,  w h i c h ,  p a s t  a ce r t a i c  poict {in the 1 3 3 0 ' s )  t h e y  

re jec ted ,  b e c d u s e  of t h e  t a l e s *  f a i l u r e  bozh a s  tales and  a s  

- r a c t s ,  O ~ a d o r r e d  mozal o u t r a g e  i s  s c l d o ~  c o n v i n c i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

when its ostecsi b l e  a m e 1 i o r a t i r : g  o b  jec+., 4 h e  f u +  ure, rernains 

p e r p e t u a l l y  ouz of our reach, One f ee l s  when  read ing  the reviews 

o f  these later w o r k s ,  m o r e o v e r ,  t h a t  i n  even so s k o r t  a time as 

a life lived--&or+ f o r  #ells ,  that is,  who c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  

t h o u g f t  i n  tesms of aeons--a~ i r o n y  had b e e n  worked on Wells; 

h i s  3 q f a t u r e 4 *  was now v e r y  much vu, h i s  r e s d e r s  had h e a r d  it 

a l l  before ,  is was a r L c i e n t  h i s t o r y .  

Whec, a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  p r e s e J t ,  the T i m e  T r a v e l l e r  

rcsolvcC t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  j o u r n e y i n g ,  h e  may h a v e  ueen p r o m p t e d  

by h i s  r e a l i z a t l o r  t h a t  h e  was a t  the last o u t  of s t e p  w i t h  h i s  

cuI:ure ,  H e  tells h i s  peers a T1parat;he'i of its p r a b l e n a t i c  

n a t u r e ,  "Take it as a l i e t4  he s a y s ,  ##--or a p r o p h e c y ,  Say  X 

drcame33 it i~ t h e  w o r k s h o p ,  C o n s i d e r  I h a v e   bee^ s p e c u l a ~ i n g  

npon t h e  d e s t i n i e s  of our r a c e ,  until I h a v e  h a t c h e d  t h i s  

f i c t i o r * .  Treat my a s s e r t i o n  of its t r u t h  a s  a mere s t r o k e  o f  a r t  

t o  e n h a n c e  its i n t e r e s t . " *  T h e y  reject h i s  f u r m u i a z i o n  a s  a lie, 

----- ----_-------- 
4M. G.  Wellsl  x'g +'j!L!g ,Machine,  i n  E ,  P. D f e i f e r  (Ed.),  T h r m  
g rwhgf i e  Scierxf P h c t i m  Move15 qf H. g, gelhs (New York: 
! l o v e r ,  7 960) , p p .  331-2. 31eiler8s is c u r r e n t 3 . y  t h e  most 
comple" etext of g& Tlme B a c h i n e  a v a i l a b l e ,  It reproduces t h e  
E e i n e m a n n  t e x - t  {first L o n d o n  e d i t i o n ,  16'35) and incofposates the 
f l l o s ~ ~  e p i s o d e  from r h e  !iiw a e v i e w  t e x t .  



t i ne ,  ?or 

s u c h  resol 

an arena 

E r e ~ ~ d i c k ,  t h e  hero  o f  L&s he&&rg gf Dc* Momau, oo 

u t i a  is p c s s i b l e ,  for t h o u g h  his a d v e n t u r e s  occur: i n  

d i s t a E t  from t h e  " r ea lv  s o c i c t y ,  t h e y  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

occnr ir r e a l  t i ~ e ,  acd to 'ha4 s o c i e t y  :he ?Lero, if i n d e e d  he 

ever l e f ?  it, m u s t  r e t u r n ,  



ZV, P r e n d i c k  o b s e r v e s  %he Beast F o l k  

An a n a l y s i s  of c k a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  iz glig Z ~ J B ~  Hachine r e v e a l s  

a c l e a r  p o l a r i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  c e r . z r a l  c d r r a t i v e  of rac ia l  

c h a r a c t e r s  e d c h  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  p h y s i c a l  locations, t h e  

M o r l o c % s  witk t h e  u n d e r w o r l d ,  t h e  Eloi w i t h  t h e  u p p e r  world. 

Beast Folk and the humdns, acd  once a g a i n ,  a symbnotic 
+ 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  p o s t u l a t e d  C e t u e e c  t h e  two,  B u t  to leave t h e  
- _ Y 7  

d e s c r i p t i o n  i t h i s  state is t o  gloss over d i f f i c u l t i e s  the 

comparison preseEts, f o r  t h e r e  is n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  a p p a r e n t  i n  

Horeau so clear a p o l a r i z a t i o n  as t h e r e  i s  i n  $?~g T i m e  Machirig. 

Nor  a r e  t h c r e  o the r  e x t a n t  v e r s i o 2 s  of t h e  text t o  h e l p  g i v e  t h e  

i c v e s t i g a t i o n  aK i c i t i a l  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h o u g h  t h e  n o v e l  went  

"ruug!~ a t  l e a s t  two d r a f t s ,  1 T h e  o n l y  textual v a r i a n t s  are  

t h o s e  i n t r o d u c e d  i n  the A t l a n t i c  text o f  1 3 2 2 ,  acd these are 

m o s t l y  u a i m p o r t a n t .  2 

_---------I------- 

ILetter froin Wells to A. T. Simmons (Feb . - f l a r , ,  1895) q u o t e d  i n  
G e o f f r e y  B e s t ,  4, G* Wdis ( N e w  Y o r k :  Norton, l 9 3 O ) ,  g .  37. "1 
began t h e  b e g g a ~  again from t h e  f i rs t  page and s e t  h i m  u p  q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  a n d  much better. S i n c e  then I've h a c k e d  h i m  dbout a 
q o o d  d e a l ,  He4s f a r  from s h i p - s h a p e  yet," Wells seems to be 
j o c u l a r l y  d e s c r i h i r ' y  his v i v i s e c t i o n  of thc t e x t ,  

zThe  r i ia jor  textual va r i ac t  i s  t h e  d r o p p i n g  of t h e  f l f n t r a d u c t i o n H  
to t h e  MS u r i t t e c  b y  P r e n d i c k 9 s  nephew,  a n d  * h e  e f f e c t  o f  this 
e x c i s i o c  is o n l y  t o  d e p r i v e  +,he reader of the l o c a ~ i o n  of 
Noble's H s l a s d ,  and the k~~owledge of Prendick s d e a t h ,  



A i ~ k o u y h  , h e  Beast F o l k  a r e  F d h e l l c d  i r a d i v i r t u a ' l l y  m e r e l y  a s  
- - - - - - - -  --- 

(for instacc-e) the L e o p a r d  # a n ,  t h e  Hyena-Swine ,  Ocelot  Hiin o r  
t-- - -----I---- 

S w i a e M e n ,  ndmed t h a t  i s  by spec ies  i n  p r e c i s e l y  t h e  same 
- --- --- --.__- - - 

f a s k i 0 2  a s  the c h a r a c t e r s  i@ t h e  Era21c tale of ZWig Time k&ck&&g 
+I_-_-_ 

a r e  i d e ~ t i f i e d  w y  t h e i r  o c c u p a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  n a r r a t i v e  f u n c t i o 3  in 

The fslp~a p i  G r .  Hosea1 seems to b e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t ,  T h e y  s h a r e  

t h e  i s l a n d  w i t h  S h e  humans  and with t h e m  share  two i m p o r t a t  and -- 
r e l a t e d  t r a i t s ,  b e i ~ g  c a p a b l e  of reason, o r  capa~le of  

\ ------- -----.- 
b e s t i a l i t y ,  In fact cne of t h e  Beast P e o p l e  h a s  a K a m e ,  i!lqLinq, 
-- - i--------- 

a n d  aczs tkroughout the ~ o v e h  as not essentially d i f f e r e n t  than 
+-_--C---C------ 

t h e  m o h l y  human c h a r a c t e r s ,  P r e c d i c k ,  Efontqomery ard 
* 

M o r e a u y  i d e n t  if ying h i m s e l f  w i t h  these, &*Ling eventually a i e s  
?-----.--- 

w i t h  - them, The C h i m e s s  af t h e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o f  the 
u 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  J'ks TLW H a c h g q e  i s  n o t  m a n i f e s t  i n  q u i t e  t h e  

same f a s h i o n  i n  Mulepu. T h e  Seast F o l k ,  b e s i d e s  in some cases 

s h o v i c g  the r u d i m e c t d r y  c h a r a c t e r  necessary f o r  d ramat ic  

i n t c z a c t i o n s  w i t h  the humacs ,  possess  a s  well a strange kind of 

selfness, which, t h o u g h  difficult t o  d e f i n e ,  is closely r e f a t e d  

to t h e i r  sometime human c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  

It  was a k i c d  of q l a d e  nlade i n  t h e  forest b y  a f a l l . . .  
Before me, s r u a % i n y  t o g e t h e r  upox t h e  f u n g o i d  r u i n s  of 
a h u g e  f a l l e n  tree, and still u n a u a r e  of m y  a p p r o a c h ,  
@ere t h r e e  grotesque humax f i g u r e s .  One was e v i d e n t l y  a 
f e m a l e ,  T h e  o the r  two were men,  They were n a k e d ,  save 
for swathinqs of scarlet c l o t h  a b o u t  "heis m i d d l e s ,  and 
+ h e i r  s k i n s  were of a d u l l  pinkist a r a b  coloar, such a s  
I h a d  seen i n  n o  s a v a g e s  b e f o r e .  T h e y  h a d  f a t  heavy 
c h i n l e s s  faces, r e t r e a t i r ~ g  f o r e h e a d s ,  a n d  scant b r i s t l y  
h a i r  u p o n  their h e a d s . ,  . 



T h e y  were t a l ~ i n y ,  o r  a' ledst o n e  af  t h e  other men 
gas "alking t o  t h e  o t h e r  two, and a l l  rhrec  had  b e e n  too 
c lose ly  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  h e e d  t h e  r u s t l i n g  of my 
approach,,,Tke s p e a k e r ' s  w o r d s  came t h i c k  a n d  s l o p p y ,  
~ k o u g h  I c o u l d  nct d i s t i n g u i s h  what h e  s a i d 3  

As P r ~ a d i c k  c o n t i n u e s  to observe  *he g i c b e r i n , j  a n d  d a n c i c q  of 

t h e s e  w u s u a l  s a v d q e s ,  he s u d d e n l y  p e r c e i v e s  

c l e a r l y  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time w h a t  i 4  was tha :  h a d  offended 
me, what had g i v e n  me the two icconsis ten+,  a n d  
conff  i c t i n y  i m p r e s s i o n s  of utter s t r a a g e r e s s  a n d  y e t  of 
t h e  strdngesz f a m i l i a r i t y ,  T h e  'hree creatures engaged  
i i i  this m y s t e r i o u s  r i t e  were human  i n  shape, and yet 
human beings with t h e  s t r a n g e s 5  a i r  a b o u t  t h e m  of some 
f a m i l i a r  a n i m a l  ( 4 6 ) .  

Though n o t a s  strong, t h e  disgust Pi-endicir  feels recalls 

Gullivcrqs d i s t a s t e  for "he Y a h o o s ,  P s e r 4 i c k  re jects  any - 
___I_ 

s y m p a t h y  with t h e  p a t h e t i c  Beast F o l k ,  c h o o s i a g  t o  r e m a i n  i n  
_I/ -- 

?%is P a s t a n c e  a n  uaseen  observer. "I t u r n e d  as z a i s e l e s s f y  as 

-- ----- - - 
poss l ra~e,  and  o e c o m i ~ g  e v e r y  now dr,d % k c  r i g i a  w i t h  the fear sf 

beirA:,y d i s c o v e r e a  a s  a b r a n c h  c r a c k e d  o f  a l e a f  rusrled,  I p u s h e d  

U a ~ k  t h e  b u s h e s H  147) . 
C l e a r l y ,  an a s  ye': u n a r t i c u l a t e d  bond  y o k e s  h u m a n s  a n d  - - 

Beast P o l k  t o g e t h e r ,  Y e t  t h e   reader*^ o b s e r v e r ,  P r e c d i c ~ ,  
/- 

--z ___I__ -- 
p e r s i s t s  i n  r e g a r d i n g  ",he Beasr P o l k  as,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  mere 

animals, a n d  o t h e r w i s e  o n l y  a s  mor.sters, potential d a n g e r s  t o  

h i s  s ecur i ty .  A t  s e v e r a l  p o i n t s  P ~ e n d i c k  i s  forced to coccede 
--.- 

3 f dm u s i c y  t h e  text of t h e  first e d i t i o r ~  of Wells* Islad 
pf pr, H o r t a u ,  F n  a p a p e r b a c k  korm (London: Par. ,  7975 ,  reprinted, 
from H e i n e m a n n ,  7 8 3 6 ) ,  p. 46*  All f u s t k e r  references t o  t h e  
nosel will u e  b y  p a g e  number, w i t h i n  t h e  body of the essay, I 
h a v e  c h o s e r .  t h e  Far' paperback b e c a u s e  it is w i d e i y  d v a i ; a ~ l e  a n d  



t h e  h u m a n - n e s s  of t h e  Beast F o l k ,  a s  f o s  instance when 2 says 

'hat, h e   ever before saw a n  animal .  t r y  t o  .Chinkg* (751, but n o t  

q n t i l  h e  is alone with t h e m  o n  tke island  ill h e  g r a n t  the@ a n  

a S T ~ ? U S  w i t h  h i m s e l f ,  acd t h a t  u z w i ? l i a g l y ,  S i n c e  Be sti l l  

will not- a l l o b  t h e m  humar, s t a t u s ,  t h i s  means t h a t  h e  
- - -, 

h i m s e l f  to the l e v e l  of a n i n a l ,  After h i s  r e s c u e  P r e n d i c k  s a y s  
\ 

t h a t  he *#may R a v e  c a u g h t  something of the n a t u r a l  w i l d n e s s  of my 

I u  h i s  r e f u s a l  t o  a l l o u  h i s  knowledge to d i l u t e  h i s  

e ~ o t i o r i a f  preferences he is v e r y  like t h e  T i m e  T r a v e l l e r ,  IY; his 

%ore  0 L v i o u 3  p e r s o n a l  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  h e  more c h o s e l y  

resembles G u l l i v e r ,  e n d i e g  l i k e  him in a c o n d i t i o ~  c l o s e  to 

insanity;4 and a s  ir Swift's T r a v e l s ,  the r e a d e r  must f i x a l l y  

funless a i r e a d y  suf  f e r l r , g  uxde r  s i ~ i l a r  c o r , d ~ t i o r , s )  s e p a r a t e  

himself f r o m  t h e  t a l e * s  s p e a k i n g  v o i c e ,  d e z a c h  h i m s e l f  froa t h a t  

i n s a n i t y .  T h e  r e a d e r ' s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  P r e n d i c k  p a r a l l e l s  

P r e n d i c k f s  rejection of his f e l l o w - m e a ,  a n d  f o r  similar r e a s u u s ,  

P r e n d i c k  rejects t h e  beastliness o f  his f e l l o w s ,  w h i c h  h e  
+- . 

u n r e a s o n a u i  y persists i n  p e r c e i v i n g  g l e a m i n g  t h o u g h  their human 

d i s q u s i s e s ,  

f l o o k  abouC me a t  my fellow men. Arid I go i n  f e a r ,  I ------------------ 
"Wells Fells n o t e s  h i s  i n d e b t e d n e s s  t o  S w i f t  i r ,  t h e  ArtL E d ,  
P r e f a c e  (V, 11) to  Moreas, w h e r e  h e  says ' *?he  i n f l u e n c e  o f  Swift 
is v e r y  a p p a r e n t  in i t M  (ix); and i n  t h e  P r e f a c e  to Seven  fS_auious, 

N o v e l s  he s a y s  of h i s  f i r s t  three scientific romacces that they ----- 
are i t a l l . ,  , c o r - s c i o u s l y  g r i m ,  u n d e r  t h e  i ~ f l u e n c e  o f  Suif t*s 
t r a d i t i o n t f  ( f i x ] .  



see faces k e e c  a ~ d  brigkt, o t h e r s  d u l l  or  
i l a n g e r o u z , ,  .l b u t  note t h a t  h a v e  +..tic calm a u t h o r i t y  oof a 
r e d s o c a b l e  s o u l .  I feel a s  t h o u q h  ?he d n i m d l  was suryinq 
u p  t h r o u g t  them; t h a t  prese~tly -he d e g r a d a t i o n  of the 
I s l a n d e r s  vilf b e  p l a y e d  o v e r  a g a i n  o n  a larqer scale, I 
know t h i s  is  ar, i l l u s i o c ,  t h a t  these s e e m i n g  men and 
womeR are  i c d e e d  me2 a n d  womer, men acd women forever, 
p e r f s c +  l y  r e a s o r a Q l e  c r e a t u r e s ,  f u l l  df d e s i r e s  
and t e n d e r  solicitude, e m a n c i p a t e d  f r o m  instinct.,.Yet f 
s t r i n k  froiz t h e m ,  from t h e i r  c u r i o u s  g l a n c e s ,  their 
i n q u i r i e s  am3 a s s i s t a n c e ,  and long t o  be aady from t h e m  
a n d  a l o n e  1 I U O )  . s  

Precdick's r e f u s a l  t o  be r e a s o z a k l e ,  h i s  refusal  +o see i f seemi i ig  

me11 a n d  women [ a s ]  indeed men a n d  womenn i s  itself, so far as 

t h o s e  others are c o n c e r n e d ,  a t y p e  of b e a s t l i n e s s ,  "Unnatural ds 

i t  seems," he  says, "with my raturc t o  mackind came, i n s t e a d  of 

t h a t  c o n f i d e n c e  a n d  sympathy I had e x p e c t e d ,  a s t r a & ~ g e  

e n h a n c e m e s t  o f  t h e  a n x i e t y  and  dread I had e x p e r i e n c e d  d u r i n g  my 

s+ay on the i s l a n d .  No 0r.e w o u l d  b e l i e v e  m e ,  I was alraost as  

quaer to inen a s  I S a d  beel? to t h e  Eeast Peop leH { I Q O ) .  # h e n  t h e  

reader rejects P r e n d i c k ' s  vision of  kis fe l low c i ~ i z e n s  ds l i ~ e  

the Beast Folk, t h i s  p l a c e s  t h e  reader i n  the saae positioa as 

those men arid women, and i n  t h e  same position a s  the Beas5 Folk. 

T h e  d i f f i c u f * , y  i n  s h o w i n g  t h e  s t r a z g e  selfness of the Beast F d .  k 

results from the l i m i t a t i o n s  i m p o s e d  upon the Cale b y  t h e  u s e  of 

a f i r s ? - p e r ~ o n  n a r r a t o r ,  U n t i l  t h e  dezouement the r e a d e r  a u s t  

l a r q c l y  sha re  Prendick* s a s s e s s m e n t s  of t he  3eas t  F o l k ,  and  o n l y  

l a t e r ,  i f  a t  a l l ,  r e v a l u a t e  their r e l a t ive  humanity or  l a c k  of 

SCom2are G u l l i y e P s  Travc3s ,  Book 4 ,  c h a p t e r s  X I  axd X I I ,  wi th  
Woreau, chspter  22,  * T h e  Ban Alonett. ------ 



it, T h e  reader  is still f ree ,  l i k e  Preudick { o r  evert. t h e  a u t h : a r f  

to refuse  a recognition o f  the h u m a n i t y  of t h e  Beas t  F o l k ,  which 

o f  3 e c e s s F t y  would  involve a r e c o y n i t i o c  o f  h i s  own a n i m a l i t y .  

R u t  41e possihili+y  everth he less c x i s t s ,  and it exixs for 

P r e c d i c k  early 13 t h e  n o v e l ,  

I n d e e d ,  this p r o c e s s  of a s i m o l t a a e o u s  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  

h g m n i t y  of the Beast F o l k  and  a r e f u s a l  t o  c o n c e d e  them t h i s  

status, i s  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  of P r r n d i c k J s  c o r ~ f u s i o n  a b o u t  w h a t  

Mareau is  a c t u a l l y  doicg, H e  s u s p e c t s  fin f a c t  t h e  e x a c t  

o p p o s i t e  of t h e  t r u t h )  thax Moreau  i s  r e l e a s i n g  t n e  h e s t i a l  i n  
--- _x_------- 

mer! r a t h e r  t h a r :  t a p p i n g  a Z i u ~ ~ d n i t y  in t h e  b e a s t s  ( 7 2 - 3 )  . A f r a i d  
____I__ - 

f o r  h i m s e l f ,  P r e o d i c k  p a n i c s ,  is  b u n t e d  down like a n  aniaal ,  b u t  

c v c n ' u l l y  is c u c v i n c e d  of t h e  t r u t h .  T h o u g h  Prenc i i ck  still 

d i s a p p r o v e s  o f  IYIoreau's project, it hecones, f o r  the time b-cin,~, 

a l i t t l e  more acceptaule t o  h i s  f e e l i n g s ,  R P  l a t e r  d i s c o v e r s ,  

h o ~ e v e r ,  t h a t  it makes no difference w h i c t  way B o r e a u i s  k n i f e  

cuts* 

T i ; r o n g h o u t  t h e  novel t h e n ,  P r e n d i c k  att,empr,s t o  a r t i cu la t e  .- - 
a p o l a r i t y  h e  p e r c e i v e s  betweerL hgmans a n d  Beast  F o l k ,  t r e a t i ~ ~ y  

- -- - - - 
"he  l a t rc r  as mere anirna&s. From his own o b s e r v a t i o n s  t hoagh ,  it 

---- 
scams "hat t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  polarity, i s  r a t h e r  t o  b e  l o c a t e d  

b e t v e c n  those c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t k a t  a re  essentially human ar?d 

those t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  what P r e n d i c k  c a l l s  "a s ~ i n i s h  tdint, c h e ,  

urimi.;taKeabie @ark  of  t h e  beas t f f  ( 4 5 ) .  T h e  f d l s e n e s s  of 

Prenlickfs dichotomy i s  f i n a l l y  s h o w s  a t  t h e  r i o v e i ' s  end, when 



h i s  o s ~ l f r ~ e s s ,  arid t h a t  of tis l lEellowsff becomes ds 

prob lemat ic  as t h a t  of the Beast Folk. 



Y, P r e n d i c k g  s E y e s  arid Ears 

T 5 r o n g h  E recd i cks*  s particular s e l f - a s s e r t i o n s ,  and more 

q e ~ 2 z a 7 '  ,,g t h r o u g h  the ~ r e s e n + a t i o ~ ~  of i ~ o i s e s ,  u s u a l l y  r d o i s e s  

breaking i:i o x  his at+em2*s to u n d e r s t a n d  % h a t  i s  g o i n g  o a  

a r o w d  him, t h e  romance emphasizes s o u n d  o v e r  s i g h t ,  To pay  

a t t e n t i o z ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  o n l y  to t C e  szro~gly imaged  p o r t i o n s  of 

t h e  b o o k ,  which are  of ter  p a u s e s  o r  b r e a k s  i n  t h e  flow of t h e  

nctiur,, i s  m i s i e a d i e g .  The n o v e l ,  like a l l  J4el.l.sj sciezt if ic  

romaaces, does h a v e  some inte~scly v i s u a l  s c e n e s ,  but i n  mazy 

case; i n  !&reau t h e  more v i v i d  descriptions--with a class o f  

e x c e p + i o n s - - a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i E  a way t h a t  s u g g e s t s  t o  me, a t  a n y  

- - a t e ,  t h e  t a k i s g  32  a b r e a t h  o f  air a f t e r  one  has bee& c o n f i n e d  

i n  "he n a r r a t i v e  f o r  a  l o n g  w h i l e ,  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  t h e y  are also 

nsed t o  yet of f  small sect ions  of t h e  landscdpa which c a t c h  

PrenAick4s eye w h i l s t  h e  maneuvers t o  and from more i r n p o r % a r t  

b u s i n e s s ,  12 cha2 te r  n i n e ,  f o r  i n s - a n c e ,  d r i v e n  out of doors by 

%he cries of t h e  v i v i s e c t e d  puma a n d  "scarcely h e e d i n g  w h i t h e r w  

h e  g o e s ,  P z e n d i c k  ~ u i c k l y  Bas h i s  first eccognter u i t h  :he 

r e n e g a d e  Leoyard Man, Ic h e t w e e n  t h e s e  two e v e n t s ,  h o w e v e r ,  he 

rests momentdrily in a leafy s h a d e ,  #'The p i a c e  was a p a e a s a n t  

o n e ,  Tbe r i v u l e t  was h i d d e n  b y  t h e  l u x u r i a n t  v e g e t a t i o n  o f  the 

b a n k s ,  s ave  a t  o a e  p c i n t ,  n k e r e  f c a u g h t  a t r i a n q u l a r  pa%ch of  



i t s  q l i t t e r i n q  water, 01: t h e  farther s i i i e  T saw,  t h r o t ~ q h  a 

b l u i s h  hsze, a t a n g l e  of trees a n d  c r e e p e r s ,  and  a b o v e  these  

a g a i n ,  t h e  l u m i n o u s  b l u e  of t h e  s k y ,  Here a n d  t h e r e  a s p l a s h  of 

h i .  o r  crimson marked t h e  S iooming  of sone t r a i l i n g  a p i p h y r e ,  

T: iet ray eyes w a n d e r  over t h e  scefie awhilesP ( 4 3 ) ,  

The v e r y  i n f r e q u e n c y  o f  such p a s s a g e s ,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  a small 

p o r t i o n  in the t v t a i  of f h e  work,  a n d  t h e i r  s h o r t n e s s ,  g e n e r a l l y  

only one or two p a r a g r a p h s ,  implies that P r e n d i c k  too t h i n k s  o f  

t hem a s  b r e a k s  from his real  coccerns a ~ d  p e r h a p s  c o o  as 

necessdry t o  t h e  r e a d e r s g  c o n v i c t i o n  of  the r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  h i s  

memoir, 1 I n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  i t  i s  t o  s u c k  outer scenes t h a t  P r e n d r c k  

"rms upon  h i s  reca l l  t o  c i v i l i z a t i o n  when h e  can n o  l o n g e r  

s u p p a r t  human company. **I see few stracyessM, he s a y s ,  84and h a v e  

b u t  a s m x l l  h o u s e h o i d ,  R y  days 1 a e v o t e  t o  r e a d i n g  and t o  

e x p e r i m e n t s  in c k e m i s t r y ,  a n d  f s p e n d  many of t h e  clear n i g h ~ s  

i n  t he  study of as?roonomy. T h e r e  is ,  t h o u g h  1 d o  n o t  know how 

t h e r e  i s  o r  why t h e r e  is, a sezse of  i n f i n i r e  peace in t h e  

q l i t t e r i n g  h o s t s  of heavec, T h e r e  it must  b e ,  I think, in t h e  

v a s t  astd e t e r ~ a l  laws of matter, and pot i n  ",he d d i l y  cares arid 

----------_--I-*-- 

l T h c  s ? r u c t u r e  of c h a p t e r  n i n e  reflects t h i s  u s e  of brief v i s u a l  
d e s c r i p t i o n s  a s  t r a n s i t i o n s  o r  b r i d g e s  be tween  more i m p o r t a n t  
c h u n k s  of  n a r r a t i v e ,  A s u r v e y  of i n d i v i d u a l  p a c a y r a p h s  s h o w s  33 
d e v o i e l  50 ac t io r s ,  acd o c i y  7 d e v o t e d  t o  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  t h e s e  
l a t t e r  b e i n g  disposed into f o u r  links betweec s i x  a c t i o n s ,  T h r e e ,  
of thp b r i j g e s  are ore p a r a g r a p h  l o n g ,  o r e  i s  f o u r  p a r d g r a p h s  
1 0 ~ 7 ~  two of zhe  a c t i o n s  a b u t  d i r e c t l y .  I s h o u l d  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  
forty p a r L ~ g z a i h s ,  w i t h  •’ow e x c e p t i o n s ,  dre of  K-early u c i f o r m  
l e n g t h ,  



t r o t l h l e s  of lner,, t h a t  w h a t e v e s  i s  niore t h a r ,  ani tnal  within us 

~ u s t  f i r . d  its s o l a c e  a n d  hope" ( 4 1 -  . Notice how q u i c ~ 3 . y  

P r e n j i c k  moves from p a r t i c u l a r  staeements t o  g e n e r a l ;  i n  t h e  

'.~rlns of  ++e  Ape E m ,  P r e x d i c k  is rcjecei!:g 1 t h i ~ k s * ~ ,  

"):he sarte e v e r y d a y  i r terests  of lifeH (132)  , for e l u s i v e  $ * b i g  

' h i c k s " ,  m e t a p h y s i c s ,  o r  a s  P r e n d i c k  pejora5vvely terms it, 

" g a b b l e  a b o u t  c a w s  that m e a n t  n o t h i n g " .  

For Wellsq p u r p o s e s ,  a n o t h e r  function of these passages 

sujges?s itself. They p r o v i d e  h im w i t k  opportunities for  

o c c a s i o n a l ,  highly effective c o n t r a s t s ,  i n  t h a t  t h e y  presert 

thinqs f a m i l i a r  to t h e  r e a d e r - - u s u a l l y  n a t u r a l  s c e n e s  a n d  

e v e n t s - - j u x t a p o s e d  w i t h  t h i n g s  b i z a r r e  a s d  u n f a m i l i a r ,  s u c k  a s  

ixhc s e v e r a l  h.unsf~. T h e y  a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  i m p l i c i t  t h o u q h  

submerged claim t h a t  y e s ,  s u c h  t k i c q s  ( as  t h e  e v e n t s  of  t h e  

n a r r a t i v e )  a r e  i n d e e d  possible ir. Wature, a c la im Plo~eau h i m s e l f  

r e i n f o r c e s :  * 'The s t u d y  of M a t u r e  makes a mar a t  last as 

remorseless as MatureJ3 (8 1)  , The N a t u r e  Moseau e n v i s i o n s  is, 

like h i m s c f f ,  c r u e l  arid bound u p  in laws w h i c h  h a v e  n o t h i ~ g  t o  

d o  w i t h  human w i s h e s  and d e s i r e s ,  t h e  v e r y  a n t i t h e s i s  of t h e  

more c o m m o n p i a c e  n o t i o n  of Nature a s  t h e  p r o v i d e r  of b e a u t i f u l  

scenes a n d  moral truths. The c o n t r a s t  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  v e h i c l e  of 

what  Bernard ~ergorzi h a s  c a l l e d  Wellsq desire k o g p t e r  &g 

b o u r q e o i s ,  One m i g h t  a i a o s t  s a y  t h a t  t h e  shock; i tself  is u s e d  to ,  --- 
c o n v i c e  "he r e a d e r  of t h e  t a l e ' s  r e a l i t y ,  



T h e  two c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  0 2  *be p a s s a g e s ,  b r e v i t y  a n d  

r a r i t y , 2  c a n  a i s o  g i v e  o c c a s i o ~ a l  p a s s a g e s  a n  e m o t i o n a i  

p r o m i n e n c e ,  a s  i~ Pr@ndick3s b r i e f  e l e g y  f o r  E o r e a u ,  

Then 1 s h u t  t h e  door, l o c k e d  it, acii went  i r t o  t h e  
enclasurs where Moreau  l a y  b e s i d e  h i s  Latest 
victims., , h i s  massive f a c e ,  caf m e v e n  d f  ter h i s  terrible 
Jea tk ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  h a r d  eyes oper ,  s t a r i ~ g  a t  the dead 
w h i t e  moon a b o v e ,  f sat down upon r h e  e d g e  of  t h e  s i n k ,  
acd, with m y  e y e s  upox t h a t  g h a s t l y  p i l e  o f  s i l v e r y  
light a ~ d  o m i n o u s  s h a d o w s ,  h e g m  t o  +urn over p l a n s  i n  
my mirdd,., 

Behi r -d  me l a y  t h e  y a r d ,  v i v i d l y  Slack and w h i t e  i n  
t h e  a o o n l i y h t ,  arid the p i l e  of wooa a n d  faggots on which 
3ozeau a n d  h i s  m u t i l a t e d  v i c t i m s  l a y  upon  one a n o t h e r ,  
They  seemed t o  be g r i p p i n g  one a n o 5 h h e  rn one P a s t  
r e v e n q e f u i  g r d p p i e ,  H i s  wounds g a p e d  b l a c k  as n i g h t ,  a n d  
t h e  b l o o d  that Bad  d r i p p e d  l a y  ic b l a c k  pa t ches  on the 
s a n d  ( 1  18) . 

f s a y  e l e g y  b e c a u s e  the p a s s a g e  evokes elements coramon to 

e lega ic  laments, l a c k i z g  o n l y  Prendickts m o u r n i n g ;  t h o u g h  o f  

course, P r e n d i c k  i s  more a r a t i o r a l  thaa a s  e m o t i o o a l  t i g u s e .  
S .  - - 

H o n t g ~ a e r y ,  more e u i o t i o ~ a i  t h a r ,  r a t i ona l ,  h o l d s  a ~ e a s t l y  wake 

%- 
on * h e  beac-R a r a u c o u s  "bank h o l i d a y t f ,  t h e  n o i s e  of which 

-3- ___ ---- - 
i n t e r r u p t s  Prendick9s elegy where I h d v e  i n d i c a t e d  a n  e i i p s i s .  

I n  P r e n d i c k ' s  t h r e n o d y  there is t o o  a s u g g e s * i o n  t h a t  N a t u r e  

mourns t h e  d e c e a s e d ,  t h e  d e a d  e y e s  r e f l e c t i n g  s h e  d e a d  moon, ?he 

wounds  b l a c k  a s  nigtt, or a t  the f e a s t  * h e r e  is  a j u x t a p o s i t i o n  

o f  noreau arsd the a n i m a l s  ( t r a n s i - t o z g )  with N a t u r e  a n d  death 

fpermanecce), a con?raas t  that is  i t s e l f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of e legy .  

21 mdfk  o r t l y  t w e n t y  such p a s s a g e s  ir, r h e  n o v e l ,  or, pp, 1 7 ,  22,  
3 1 - 2 ,  Y3,  48, 49-50, 50, 61,  63, 7 0 - 1 ,  88, 97,  108 ,  117-8, I IY,  
120, 1 2 1 ,  123, 133, 1 4 1 ,  This a m o u c t s  t o  r o u g h i y  f o u r  pages o a t  
of one h u c d r e d  acd z h i r t y - t h r e e ,  o r  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  of +he t e x t ,  



I'I ref lect i ;  i r o n i c a l l y  t o o  o r: Moreau*  s e a r l i e r  

s e l f - i d e n 5 f i c a t i o n  u i t h  N a t u r e  f o r  i n  d e a * h  h e  goes back to 

N a t u r e ,  A l r e a d y  i n  t h e  passage t h e  d e a d  are  c o f f e c t i v e l y  

? i s r ~ l v e d  into a  lay o f  s i l v e r y  Z i g h t  a d  shadows,  This 

s u q q e s l s  "0, t h a z  l i k e  r h e  o t h e r  d e s c r i p t i v e  p i e c e s ,  w h i c h  move 

t h e  r e a d e r  f r c m  i m m e d i a t e  e v e n t s  t o  ~ a t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s  a n d  t h i n g s  

more  s t a b l y  p r e s e n t ,  s u n s e t s ,  stars, t k e  sea,  a f u n c t i o n  of t h e  

p a s s a g e  is t o  loca" the events w i t h i n  t h e  n a t u r a l  process. O f  

c o u r s e ,  in any r u m a c c e ,  zot mary s u c h  d e s c r i p t i v e  p i e c z s  n o t  

many of g r e a t  l e n g t h  wi13 be f o u n d ,  since the extension of them 

would s u b v e r t  t h e  n a r r a t i v e ,  s h i f t i n g  t h e  r e a d e r q  s interest away 

from t h e  human t o  the cosmic p o i n t  o f  v i e w , 3  f sense t o o  i n  t h i s  

passage a n o s t a L g i c  sense of l o s s ,  e v e n  i f  i& is  o n l y  the loss 

of ar a u t h o r i t y  f i g u r e  n h i c h  P r e a d i c k  says elsewhere h e  

f l i i , i s t , r u s C , ~ d  tidr d r e a d e d 8 *  (74 ) .  T h i s  l o s s ,  a k i n  t o  a f e e l i n g  of 

h e l p l e s s n e s s ,  a f e e l i n g  Prendick e x p e r i e n c e s  on  several  

o c c a s i o n s ,  is also c o n v e y e d  t h r o u g h  the r e p e a t e d  d e p i c t i o n  of 

R o r e a u  a n d  h i s  v i c % i m s  a s  a h e a p  o f  b h c k  and w n i t e  s h a d o u s ,  

3 P h i l m u s  a c d  Hughes  (Eds,) , 2~ &+, , i n  their I n t r o d u c % i o n  
d i s c u s s  Yells8 i c t e r m i n g l i n g  of these two p o i n t s  of v i e w  i n  h i s  
scientific r o m a n c e s  (pp.  6-71 . "The t e n s i o n  b e t w e a  [ t h e  zwo 
v i e w s f . .  , is  greatest i n  T k g  T i m e  f l a c h i ~ e .  Thereafter,, , Bel l s  
g r a d u a l l y  c o m e s  t o  p lace  i n c r e a s i n q  e m p h a s i s  o r  t h e  e f i i c a c y  of 
human  e f f o r t q '  (7 ) .  See a l s o  Wells* discussion of the t w o  pair*+,% , 

o f  v i e u  ic h i s  " S c e p t i c i s m  of t h e  I n s t r u m e n t t 1 ,  a l e c t u r e  
d e l i y e r e 3  t o  the O x f o r d  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  8 Nov, 1903, - 7 

r e p r i r : + , e d  {with s f i q l i t  cEar,yeaf i n  , I ( I9C14) ,  pp, 
3 7 3 - 9 3 .  



Note too that phrases such as Itmy eyes wandered  o v e r  t h e  

scene f o r  a  h f . . i l e g 1 ,  %hick recur i n  t h e s e  d e s c r i p t i v e  c o n t e x z s ,  

a l s o  h e l p  form t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  of o u r  o b s e r v e r ,  Prendick, a s  o n e  

who vus t cconcec t r a te  b e f o r e  a sceee cac  make a v i s u a l  i m y r e s s i o s  

or! him. "f My f e y e  h a s  h a d  no t r a i n i z g  i~ d e t . a i l s . .  . h e  says,  

!#an3  u n h a p p i l y  I c a n n o t  s k e t c h v 1  ( 8 9 ) .  T h i s  i s  aot, t,u say t h a z  h e  

is l a c k i n g  i r r  i m a q i n a t i o r ,  q u i t e  % h e  r e v e r s e ;  i n  f a c t ,  h e  

consnders h i m s e l f  T O  k e  blighted w i t h  i m a g i n a t i . 0 3 ,  A s  d o n t g o m e r y  

says,  Prendick i s  " a l w a y s  f e a r i n g  and  f a n c y i n g J 1  ( 1  35-71, aad 

P r e n d i c k  himself n o t e s  h i s  tendency t o  " t a n g l e  [ m y s e l f  in] 

m y s t i f  i c a t i o r ,  and susp ic ioc l@ (40)  , a n d  s a y s  t h a t  h e  h a s  an 

" u n f o r t u n a t e  i r t t a g i n a + i o n n  (1031.  N o r e a u  k o u  a t  o n e  p o i n t  r o u n d l y  

curses P r e ~ d i c k l s  "con•’ ounded i m a g i n a t i i o ,  w h i c h  has wasted t h e  

better p a r t .  o f  my day"  ( 7 5 ) .  T h e  r e l a t ive  lack o f  v i v i d  

d e s c r i p t i o n  t h u s  c o r r e l a t e s  w i t h  Prendick's i ~ t r o s p a c t i v e  

' endcncy ,  t h e  ou?er x e c e r y  i m p r e s s i n g  i t s e l f  on h im o n l y  

f i t f u l l y ,  Gom2ared t o ,  say, F i r s t  ggz hi HOOD,  or 

War i n  the A i r  R o r e a u  is s i f g u l a r l y  l a c k i n g  i r .  t h e  extended and ,,, -, --- , I  --,,,, 

v i v i d  p a n o r a m a s  w h i c h  f o r m  the s a r r a t i v e  cores of most of t h e  

s c i e n t i f i c  r o m a n c e s .  E d w i ~  P r e n d i c k  's t o n e  o f  v o i c e ,  h i s  moral 

a n d  e m o t i o n a l  starce as,  i n  tCe W e l l s i a n  sense a more t h a n  

usudlly p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  reah character ,  a c c o r d i n g l y  d e s e r v e s  

c a r e f u l  a : t r n t i o r ,  

. A survey of t h e  novel .  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  H m i s s i n g * i  s c e a e r y  

is  made u p  f o r  b y  d e s c r i p t i o c s  o f  x o i s e ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  b y  



v o c a l i z a t i o n s ,  t h e  y e i p i r r y ,  f i o w l i 3 y ,  s h o u t i n g  and scr,?arniti_g t'nnt, 
- - -  - -  - -- 

a p p e a r s  oc t e a r l y  e v e r y  page .  T h e  effect  of thisSiis t o  r e d u c e  
c--------- -_- - -. 

y e t a g g a i n  the distncce between e a r d  a ~ i m a l s ,  u n d e r c u t t i ~ g  
. --- - - 

Prendickq 5 more sef f -conscious  a+cem;$s t o  a a in t a i c  t h e  
-u , _--- -- ---- 

--C 

s e g r c g a t i a n ,  I n d e e d ,  h i s  s i z u a t i o n  is ao" unlike t h e  T i m e  

d e s p i s e s  -he Beast  F o l k ,  e v e n  k h o u g h  h e  h a s  n &  s p e c i a l  love f o r  
.-__I_c__c_--- 

t h e  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  humans on the i s l a n d ,  Similarly, the Tiae 
. -- . .- - - . -- _- 

Trave l l e r  does  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a d m i r e  the E l o i ,  ~ u t  definitely 

d e s p i s e s  %he a o r l o c k s ,  w i l l  con fe s s  t h a t  t h e n "  s a y s  P r e n d i c k ,  

Ifand i r ideed  a l w a y s ,  f d i s t r u s t e d  azd d r e a d e d  floreaa, B u t  

~ l o n t g o n e r y  was a atan f f e l t  1 nndersto-od+* (74). T?,e b r i d g x n g  of 

t h e  g a p  b e t w e e e x  men a n d  beasts  r e a c h e s  i t s  z e n i t h  i a  zhe  

t : a s s f u r r n a r i o ~ ~ ,  d i r e c t i y  a f t e r  Prendick8s first c l e a r  look a t  

t h e  Beast F o l k  in c h a p t e r  n i n e ,  of "The C r y i r g  of t h e  Puma*' 

(ohpi te l :  eight) into '*The CryFug of t h e  Ma3" ( chap t e r  t e n ) ,  It 

is o f  iaterest  t o o ,  t h a t  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r i o r  to his hearing the 

c r y  of "a human b e i n g  in torraterit!" ( 5 5 ) ,  P r e n d i c f c ,  s t i l l  drowsy, 

a t t e ~ p t s  I s to  clamber o u t  of the hdIiimock, @nick, very p o l i t e l y ,  

a r i t i c i p a t i n g  ny intention, twisted r o u n d  and d e p o s i t e d  me upon 

all f o u r s  on t h e  f l o o r n  (541, p s e c i s e l y  P i k e  a r  a n i m a l .  

Noises, in the e a r l y  c h a p t e r s  e s p e c i a l l y  (two, three aad 

f i v e ] ,  a l s o  h e l p  to create ar, aCImosphere of c o ~ f u s i o n  a n d  

d i . s i n t e 7 r a i ' i o n ,  Ir: chapter  two, essentially t h e  record of a 

co2versdtion uetweeri  P r e ~ d i c k  a n d  Eon?,nom@ry,  their talk is 



c o n t i n u a l l y  i u t e r r u ~ t c d  b y  s n a r l s  acd growls, h u ~ a n  d s d  ar imal  

i n t e r m i x e d .  #'I h e a r d  h i  EI [ Norrtgomery ] i r ,  e v i d e n ~  c o n t r o v e r s y  

v i + , h  s o m e o n e ,  who seemed t o  t a l k  gibberish in r e s p o n s e 1 *  ( 1 3 ) .  

i r r a t i o c a l i t y  o f  Davis, its r e d - h a i r e d  d r u s k e n  inaster, a g a i n  

r e i n f o r c e  t h e  i i i i p re s s ioc  o f  a s o c i e t y  unabie t o  h o l d  itself 

toge"er ,  i t s  e l e m e n t s  b e i n g  too much a t  o d d s  with o n e  a n o t h e r ,  

T h e  c l u m s i n e s s  of t h e  humans ,  as well a s  t h e i r :  p r o p e n s i t y  

f o r  u n r e a s o n ,  i s  s t r e s s e d ,  I n  t h e  f o l l o w i r g  passage it is 

a c t i v e l y  c o n t r a s f e d  w i t h  the c a t u r a l  r h y t h m i c i t y  o f  t h e  dogs  a s  

t h e y  a t t a c k  Eor ,+gomery  * s  s e r v a n t ,  t h e  u n f o z t u n a t e  Pit L i n g ,  

T h e  b l a c k - f a c e d  man, howling i n  a s i r . g u l a s  vo tce ,  
r o l l e d  aoouf ,  u n d e r  t h e  f e e t  o f  the d o g s .   no one 
a t t e m p t e d  t o  help him.  T h e  b r u t e s  d i d  t h e i r  bes: t o  
w o r r y  him, b u t t i c g  t h e i r  i x u z z l e s  a t  h im,  T h e r e  was a 
qu ick  d a n c e  o f  their f i t h e  g r e y  b o d i e s  o v e r  t h e  
p r o s t r a t e  f i g u r e ,  T h e  s a i l o r s  foward s h o u r e d  t o  rhea  as 
i f  it  was a n  a d m i r a ~ l e  s p o r t ,  Montgowery  g a v e  an  a n q r y  
e x c l a m a t i o r ,  ar,d w a i t  s t r i r l i c g  f o w a r d  down t h e  deck, 1 
fo l lowed  him ( 1 8 ) .  

I t  mag b e  a r g u e d  t h a t ,  a s  a Beas t -Man,  M'Ling c a n n o t  be  

c o n t r a s t e d  to t h e  a n i m a l s  a s  e f f e c t i v e l y  a s  a human might, B u t  

i f  t h e  c l u m s i n e s s  of ?he Beast P e o p l e ,  wha t  they h a v e  lost, is 

e m p h d s i z e d ,  so  t o o  d o e s  @ e l l s  d r a w  a t t c n t i o c  t o  t h e  i n c a p a c i t i e s  

"Ipecac i s  a p l a n t  u s e d  a s  a n  emetic d r t lg ,  t h a t  is, i t  i n d u c e s  
v o m i t i n g .  ' tThe  silly ass  who o w ~ s  h e r - - h e l s  c a p t a i c  t o o ,  named 
D a v i s t * ,  s a y s  Eon+gomerp ,  " ca l l s  t h e  t h i n g  t h e  p x a c u a n h a - - o f  
a11 :he s i l l y  i n f e r n a l  names, t h o u g h  when -hereis such o f  h sea 
w i t h o u t  a n y  wlnd s h e  cer ta inly  ac t s  d c c o r d i n g f l  ( 1 3 ) ,  T h a z  is, 
u h e n  there i s  a h e a v y  swell, b u t  the ship is  o t h e r w i s e  becairued, 
Montgomery  g e r s  seasick. 



of * h e  hamans ,  wha t  % h e y  canno- ,  h a n g  onto; a n d  in a n y  evenz t5e 

n e t  r e s u l t  i s  the same. P a r a p h r a s i n g  P r e n d i c k  o n e  m i g n t  say t h a t  

t 5 e  v e r y  c l u ~ s i n e - s s  cf t h e  F e a s t  F o l k  i s  the " t a i n t  of 

of s u c h  s ta tements  i s  t o  p u r z c t u r e  a s s u m e d  human  d i g n i t y .  T h t l s  

the d e s p a i r i n g  c r u e l t y  i x i h e r e n t  in Precdickt s a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  i t  

is not so much t h a t  o t h e r s  s u f f e r  g h i c h  b o t h e r s  h i m  a s  all t h e  

s c r e a m i n g  a n d  c a r r y i n g  on--miiad I known f t h a t  a l l  t h e  p a i n  i n  

t h e  w o r l d ]  was i n  t h e  next room, a n d  had i t  been 3uab, I 

believe,..I could have  s tood  i t  well er ,oughn 4 -  Wellst 

qualifica".oor, of P z e n d i c k  * s  more o v e r ' l y  mural a n d  s e n t i m e n k a f  

u t t e r a n c e s ;  ooe m i g h t  say it betrays a c e r t a i n  e t h i c a l  

c l u m s i n e s s .  

? h e  humans  can some%imes see this p u c c t u r i n g  humourcms ly ,  

as in Prendick's b e i n g  tumbled out of his haamock ,  bu"rnst 

o f t e n  t h e y  d o  ~ o t ,  acd s e e n  merely " z i l l y  assesH, Only l4oreau is  

e x e m p t a n d  a s  1 sshalP show, t h i s  i s  becaus-e h e  excludes h i m s e l f ,  - 
by c h o i c e ,  from h u m a n i t y .  Tke d e f l a t i o n  a p t e a r s  most g r o s s l y  i r ,  

Davis, t h e  drunken s k i p p e r ,  in t h e  d i f f e r e l c e  betweea what h e  is 

and # h a t  he claims to be; "I'm t h e  law here, T t e i f  you- - the  law 

sometimes fatuous a s s e r t i o n s  and s t a t e m e ~ t s ,  O f f e r e d  some 

m e d i c i n a l  l i q u o r  b y  Moreau  P r e n d i c k  says, t lT i i e  b r a c d y  I d i d  n o t ,  

t o u c h  f o r  I h a v e  been ar, a b s t a i n e r  from my b i r ~ h ' ~  (34). N o t i c e  

+ha% t h i s  is  a6 extrayagar'  claim f o r  t h e  powers of will a n d  



r e a s o n ,  one P r e n d i c k  makes often, "bough i: beco~ms  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

h a r d e r  E o r  him t o  s u p p o r t  i t  ic himself,s 

T u  some  e x t e n t  P r e n d i c k  i s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  a **reai'+ 

char3c?er and  t h u s  i s  a t  times i n v i s i b l e  t o  himself, u n a b l e  t o  

see h i s  own f a t u i t y  or  e v e n  t h e  Garrowcess, f o r  e x a m ~ l e ,  of his 

i n i t i a l  assessment of Hoc tgoz~e ry ;  C e  cancot  q u i t e  g r a s p  n t h e  

sinqularity of an e d u c a t e d  man l i v i n g  on this unknown l i t t l e  

i s l a n d  a n d , ,  , t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  n a t u r e  of his l u g g a g e ' %  ( 2 3 )  . a  Yet 

he is a t  times capable o f  ( l i m i t e d )  i n t r o s p e c t i o n ,  and a t  lease  

a b l e  3 r e p o r t  i n c i d e n t s  u n f l a t t e r i n g  t o  h i m s e l f ,  a s  f o r  

Fnsf a n c e  Non+gomery1s opinio:: t h a t  h e  ( P r e n d i c k )  is a 

i l logic-c h o p p i n g ,  c h a l k y -  f a c e d  s a i n t o f  an a f h e i s t 1 $ ,  d tTsoleinrz 

p r i g . .  .a silly assi' (336) . 7  P r e n d i c k  a c t s ,  l i k e  ail the heroes 

sf 5he s c i e n t i f i c  romances, a s  a seei1 .g  eye who o n l y  qradual ly ,  

f a t i ~ n a l l y ,  p i e c e s  t o g e t h e r  the t r u e  n a t u r e  of zhe i s l a n d  arena,  

B u t  even more does P r e n d i c k  a c t  a s  a socially c o n d i t i o n e d  

a u d i t o r ,  f r e q u e n t l y  h i d d e n  a s  h e  observes the a c t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  

*---_------------- 

ssee a l s o  p p ,  20-1 where P r e n d i c k  " p r e v e n t s  a  f i g h t t g  b y  d r a w i r ~ q  
down t h e   captain*^ v r a t h  u p o @  h i a s e l f .  He d l s o  calls himself 
t h e r e  '$a m i l d - t e m p e r e d  marv, a staterneck kdrd t o  reconcile w i t h  
his l a k e r  p l a n s  to k i l l  t h e  Beast P e o p l e ,  See pp. 124-5,  t h e  
encounzer w i t h  t h e  ~yena-Swine, a n d  note t3is o n  p, 336,  "1 h a d  
h a l f  a mind t o  ma& a massacre o f  them--to b u i l d  t r ap s  o r  fight 
them w i t h  my k n i f e .  Bad f yosaessed s u f f i c i e n t  caszr idges ,  1 
s h w l d  n o t  have h e s i t a t e d  t o  beg i n  *.,is k i l l i n g .  #* 

6 T h a t  is, t h e  a n i m a l s ,  c a r g o  of i h e  fpzacua&&a, 

? A t  this pair,?: i r i  the n o v e l - - n e a r l y  t h e  e n d - - t h e  readergs 
assessment l i k e l y  p a r a l  icls M o n t g o m e r y * ~ ,  



h i s  r e p o r t i n u  + ry i rxg  t o  i m p o s e  on t h e  i n a t e r i a l s  the v o i c e  ~f 

n o r m a t i v e  a u t h o r i t y ,  Wells n e e d s ,  + h e r e f o r e ,  zo s u g g e s t  i n  h i s  

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  o n i y  s u f f i c i e ~ t  i n d i v l d u a i i t y  t o  make P r e r d i c k  

c r e d i b l y  "a  p r i v a t e  g e r z t l e ~ a , ? ~  (7)  of some roear,s,e a r e n t i e r  w h o  

n i g h t  70 OE d u o r f d  t o u r ,  o r  take "to n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  as a 

r e l i e f  from the d u l l n e s s  of my c o m f o r t a b l e  i n d e p e n d e n c e t J  ( 4 3 ) .  

Thus, @ v c n  those u t t e r a n c e s  which mark  h i m  a s  a p s y c h o f o g i c a l l y  

real c h a r a c t e r  a re  i n  f a c t  o c l y  e x p r e s s i o r i s  of t h e  v a l u e s  

typical t o  P r e ~ d i c k ~ s  class, r e a s o ~ a b l e n e s s  within cer ta ic  

l i m i t s f  a ~ d  a t i g h t  r e i n  on t h e  e x p c e s s i o ~  o f  e m o % i o n ,  9 

81 won:lered whe ther  o r  not Wells n o d e l l e d  P r e n d i c k J s  
c i r c x m s f a n c e s ,  d i s t i a c t  f row h i s  g i c h a r a c t e r H ,  on t h o s e  o f  
Barwiz, who was a l s o  c o m f o r t a ~ f  y i n d e p e n d e r * t ,  a 1  s o  a n  a m a t e u r  
b i o l o g i s ? ,  a n d  whose u o r l d  t o u r  03 t h e  H E  Beqq&g was u n d e r t a k e n  
par:iy t o  p r e v e n t  h i s  sinkxng i ~ t o  'he h a b r t s  of d i s a i p a t ~ o a  
commoc t o  y o u c g e r  sons  of his class ,  Irocicaiy, Darwinfs f a t h e r  
was at f i r s t  a g a i n s t  h i s  s o n ' s  goitg 03 tf.e v o y a g e ,  c a l l i n g  i t  a 
q w L l d  i d e a * ,  S e e  G a v i n  DeBeer (Ed ,  ) C h a r l e s  Darwig 2nd T h o i a a s  
ggngy Hgl&gr~ A u t o b i o g y a ~ h i e s  (London:  Oxford  U n i v ,  Press, 
1974) ,  y p ,  31, 33, 40 for Daruin*s l i f e  at Cambridge p r i o r  t o  
the v o y a g e ,  ar.d see a l s o  Nora Barlow (Ed.fDarwj.i ggd 
BensZow,. ,Letters 1831-1  860 ( B e r k e l e y :  U c i v ,  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  - -  -,,- 

Press, 13671,  letters 2-8, f o r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  
v o y a q e .  A s  f o r  D a r w i ~ ~ s  +'meansf1 x h e s e  were p r o v i d e d  by h i s  
f a t h e r ,  who became,  t h r o u g h  shrewd investments, a v e r y  w e a l t h y  
man ( B a r l o w ,  p ,  141, 

9 S e e  J o h c  Bowle ,  u p  ZrnEerLal A c h i e v e m e n t  ( L o n d o ~ :  S c c k e r  a n d  
U a r b u r g ,  1974) ,  p, 302: #*f T h i s ]  k i g h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
t r d d i t  i o n , ,  . became  diluted i n  t h e  raw p o s t -  A r n o l d  public 
s c h o o l s ,  w i t h  t , h e i r  o d d l y  p u r i t a n i c a l  narrow and g a m e s - r i d d e r  
o u t l o o k ,  h y p e r t r o p h i e d  by  a n a r r o w  c u r z i c u l u m  a n d  A n g f i c a n  
p r o v i n c i a l  p r e j u d i c e ,  T h e y  often t u r n e d  the i m a q e  of t h e  B x i t i s h ,  
A d a i n i s t r a t o r  i n t o  o n e  g u i t e  u n c h a r a c f e r i s r i c  of the u n i n h i b i t e d  
a n d  o f t e c  maqcetic c h a s a c t e f s  ~ h o  h a d  ixade,., t h e  E m p i r e  t h a t  the 
Late V i c t o r i a n  d r d  E d w a r d i a n  s c h o o l s  would  h e l p  $0 lose." (Note 
tba*, i n  t h i s  context a r ,  B o w l e ' s  word l iga~iesql  means  o r g a n i z e d  
team s p o r t s . )  A l a n  S a n d i s o n ,  i n  h i s  2. H h e d  qf $ a r e  f k w  



Here t o o  t t e  p a x t i c u i a r  s h a d e s  i n - o  3 e  g e n e r a l ,  %e 

p s p c 5 o l o g i c a l i y  r e a l  into the r e p r e s c n z d t i v e .  P r e n d i c k 3 s  

s t u d y i n g  u n d e r  T. H. H u x i e y  [ 3 3 ) ,  h i s  s t a t u s  a s  a n  amateur 

b i o l o g i s t ,  may be used t u  acconct  f o r  h i s  c s ~ n i t m c c %  $0 a c c u z a t g  

o b s e r v a t i o a n ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  T i m e  T r a v e l i e r 8 s  status a s  s c i e n t i s t  

accounts  f o r  h i s  o b s e r v i n g  a n d  t b e o r l z i c g  a b o u C  the n d t u r e  ~f 

t h e  fzttxre world,  T h o u g h  Prendickls "eye  h a s . .  . cu  t r a i n i n g  i n  

d e t a i l s "  (831, his eyes t e v e r t b e l e s s  c a 9 a l o q u e  bits o f  h i s  

s u r r o u n d i n g s  a s  h i s  sc ie r t i f ic  t r a i n i n 3  k a s  t d u y k t  h i m  to do 

9 ( c 0 n t 1 8 )  Yofk:  S t .  M a r t , i ~ . * ~  P r e s s ,  1367) ,  p. 15,  s a y s  this o f  
t h e  E n g l i s k  p u a l i c  schools a f t e r  c. 1870. "Hhat we get is an  
insistence on . ,  , f i r m n e s s  of c h a r a c t e r ,  s t r e n g t h  of will, sense 
of d u t y ,  r e s e r v e s  o f  f o r t i t u d e . . , "  A2d a g a i n ,  p, lfi5 s p e a k i r k g  
more s p e c i f i c a l l y  of . the  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  c u l t  o f  t h e  ggbloads41  (zhe 
a t h l e t e s ) ,  S a n d i s o r :  s a y s  the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  this c u l t  
i n c l u d e d  " t h e  w o r s h i i ;  of athletic p r o w e s s ,  c h a u v i n i s t i c  loyalty, 
sanctified t r a d i t i o n ,  c o n t e m p t  f o r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u d l ,  the 
s u p p z e s s i o n  o f  feeling a n d  s y m p a t h y ;  acd t h e  cultivation of a 
certain h a u t e u r , "  u h i l e  some oi t h i s  does n o h d p p l y  t o  P r e n d i c g ,  
s t i l l  h e  w o u l d  h e  a recognizable p r o d u c t  of the syatea, s o m e o n e  
f e l l s  c o u l d  c o p y  from l i fe ,  S a n d i s o n  con t i cues ;  "Soae admitted 
t h e  n a r r o w n e s s  of t h e  E n g l i s h  p u b l i c - s c h o o l  m a n s s  h o r i z o n ,  b u t  
it was u s u a l l y  h e d v i l y  q u a l i f i e d  by  t h e i r  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  h e  had 
a t  l eas t  learred t o  obey a n d ,  b y  c o n s e q u e n c e ,  t o  command,  a n d  
w o u l d  come out,  we11 i n  d i f  f icuit c i r c u m s t a n c e s . ' *  P r e n d i c k  
c e r t a i 3 l y  d o e s  d o  h i s  best. 

1 0 2 s p e c i . i l l y  i n  h i s  g e o l o g i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s ,  yp. 63 ,  70, 1 3 8 ,  
a n d  i n  h i 3  a b i l i t y  t o  d i s c e r n  t h e  various i ~ l e ~ d s  of a n i m a l s  o u t  
o f  w h i c h  R o s e a u  has  made t h e  i ~ ~ d i v i d u a i  Bedst P o l k ,  



VI, P r e n d i c k  and the Leopard Han 

O n e  o t h e r  p o i r = t  r e m a i n s  to n e  made a b o u k  the visual element 

i n  t h e  covef acd its r e l a t i o n  t o  P r e r . d i c k 3 s  s e e i n g  a n d  h e a r i n g  

for the r e a d e r .  A p a r t  from t h e  r i e c c s s a r y  s c e c e - p a i n t i n g ,  af ready 

noted, t h e  w o r k ' s  most v i v i d l y  r e ~ d e r e d  descriptions a e d r l y  a l l  

c o n c e r n  the Beast F e o p l e .  U s u a l l y ,  P r e ~ d i c k  i s  shocked  (when 

v i e w i n g  t h e  Reas: F o i k )  w h a t  may tle c a l l e d  a f i e i d / g r o u n d  

effect1 a s  h i s  p e r c e p t i o n s  tremble on t h e  e d g e  of g r a n t i n g  the 

Beast F o l k  the f u l l  h u m a n i z y  h e  n e v e r  w i l l  c o n s c i o u s l y  a c c o r d  

them, 'Phis g i v e s  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  wizk the@ aal! hys%ericah cast, 

similar %o the Time T r a v e f l e r * ~  relations w i t h  t h e  E l o i  a n d  t h e  

R o r l a c k s ;  azd w i z h  t h i s  c o m p a r i s o n  ia mind,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  

reflect on PreadJckqs stated r e a s o n s  for s h o o t i n g  t h e  L e o p a r d  

H a v i n g  c h a s e d  t h a t  u n f o r t u n a t e  " i c t o  a c o r n e r  of the 

i s l a : l d "  (10 1)  f r o m  which h e  c a n a o t  escape, Prendick is  finally 

r h e  member of che bunting pack  who firs- comes upon  h i m ,  

------------------ 
1 T h e  most f a m i l i a r  f i e l d / g r o u n d  d i a g r a m  i s  t h a t  which depicts 
e i t h e r  a white g o b l e t  OR a black g r o u n d ,  o r  two p r o f i l e s  i n  
s i l h o u e t t e .  T h e  importact p o i n t  is t h a t  t h e  d i a g r a ~ n  i s  a 
gestalt., a t o t a l i t y ,  noz t w o  s e p d r a z e  oojects ,  1% is simply our , 

percept lza l  i n a d e q u a c y  that makes  u s  s e F a r a t e  r h e  gestal.2 i n t o  
i t s  c o m p o n e r t s ,  c u r  p r o p e n s i t y  f o r  c r e a t i n g  e i % e r / o r  
si t u a t i o c s ,  



It  may seem a  scranye c o n t r a d i c + i o n  if ~e--1 cannot 
cxplaic "I-s f a c t - - b u t  now, s e e i n g  :he creature there in 
a p e r f e c t l y  a n i m a l  d t t i t u d e ,  w i t h  t h e  l i g h t  gleaming i n  
i t 3  eyes,  a n d  i ts i m p e r f e c ? l y  h u m a n  face d i s r o r t e d  with 
t e r r o r ,  1 realized a g a i n  t h e  fact of its h u m a n i t y ,  I n  
another  moment o t h e r  of its p u r s u e r s  w o u l d  sze i t ,  a n d  
i t  w o : ~ l d  t~ overpowered and c a p t u r e d ,  t o  e x p e r i c x e  once 
sore 9.e horrible +ortures of t h e  erclosure, A b r u p t l y  I 
s l i p p e d  out my r e v o l v e r ,  a i m e d  betwee2  its t e r r o r - s t r u c k  
e y e s ,  a n d  fired (1021, 

Prendick is i r k  the cast p h r a s e ,  $ # p u t t i n g  t h e  credture o u t  of i t s  

niscry+'. r e l i e v i ~ q  i' o f  w h a t  h e  a p p s e h e r i d s  will be g * h o r f i b i e  

t ,o=.t~res'* b y  g i v i n g  it a quick and m e r c i f u l  death, T h i s   human^ 

h o w e v e r ,  

i Y d n t ~ n g s .  T h o u g h  r a t i o n a l l y  fie I fcanco+,  e x p l a i n  the fact*!  

b e  knows e ~ o t i o n a l l y  t h a t  h e  i s  a k i n  t o  the c r e a t u r e  and  i s  

awar? s i m u l t d n e a u s l y  t h a t  t h i s  naay seem a s t r a n g e  contradiction 

i n  file1'. Weithcr, presumably, can C s  e x p l a i n  t h e  related 

asses?iion t h a t  iz t h a t  i n s t a c t  "1 r e a l i z e d  a g a i n  t h e  f a c t  o f  its 

h u m a n i t , y H  (emphasis a d d e d ) .  S a v e  o n l y  iK t h i s  o n e  i n s t a n c e  

P r e n 4 i c k  denies t h e  human-ness  of t h e  Bedst Pofir,  or,, a t  best 

al lows i s  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t r a v e s t y ,  y e t  here the a s s e r r i o n  is made 

of a r e n q a d e ,  a s c a p e q o a t ,  ORE who i s  ? h e  islacd3s emblem of 

u s  r e s t r a i n e d  p a s s i o n .  2 

zTho71gh I d o u b t  t h a t  Wells was aware of i t ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  no  
e v i d e n c e  e i t h e r  way,  %he L e o p a r d  i s  t h u s  u s e d ,  a l l e g o r i c a i l y ,  b y  
DaTte i a  ? h e  first Canto oE h i s  L z f e r x o .  While it, i s  clear t h a z  
t h e  L c o p a r d  b a r s  1 9 D a ~ t e s ~ f q  p a s s a g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  d a r k  wood o f  2he , 
w o r l d ,  there  seems t o  b e  some d i s a g r e c ~ i e n t  a m o n g  t h e  
coBmentatnrs as to the p r e c i s e  a l l e g o r i c a l  significance o f  the 
L e o p a r d ,  T h e  d i s p u t e  i s  made more c o r n p i e x  b y  a s e c o n d a r y  
d i s p u t e ,  whether the word I o n z a  i s  t h e  F l o r e n t i n e  d i a l e c t  
E e m i n i r e  o f  l e o p d r d ,  or w h e t h e r  i t  refers :o a I o n z a ,  d. 



From h i s  O W L  emotiocdl  point o t  view, P r e n d i c k  i s  murdering a 

man i whom accrue a l l  the n e g a t i v e  t r a i t s  of P r e n d i c k ' s  own 

self; s p e c i f i c d l l y ,  t h e  h y s t e r i a  a n d  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  u b i c h ,  t h o u g h  

+key a a s p e c t s  of ?is p e r s o n a l i t y ,  Prendick nevertneless 

p e r c e i v e s  a s  t h r e a s e n i n g  t o  his self-image as the v o i c e  o f  

normative authority, 

The. k i l l i n g  i s  also P r e c d i c k 8 s  ow2 v e r s i o n  of the s i n i l a r  

desire Moreau  expresses t o  q u a s h  once f o r  a l l  % h e  a n i ~ a l i t y  of 

h i s  c rea t ions .  " E a t  f w i l l  conquer yekgf, says Moreau, iqEach  tiate 

J d i p  a living creature into a bath o f  b u r n i n g  pa in ,  T s a y ,  

' T h i s  time I g i l l  b u r n  o u t  all t h e  acimal, t h i s  time 1 will make 

a r a t i o n d l  creature o f  my ownw' ( 8 4 ) .  As with Prendick, the 

a c i m a l i t y  is c l e a r l y  a t r a i t  of Moreduls s e l f ,  a n  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  

g h i c h  h e  a s s o c i d t e s  w i t h  a s l a c k e ~ ~ i n g  of r a t i o n a l  control, 

Horeau d e ~ i e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  h a v i r * g  uncanny experiences similar to 

those P r e n d i c k  hds with the L e o p a r d  Mas, "These crecttures of 

mire seemed s z s a n g e  or u n c a n c y  % you as you b e g a n  t o  observe 

t hem,  b t l t  to ne, just a f t e r  I make t h e m ,  t h e y  see& t o  b e  

i n d i s p u t a b l y  human beings. It" aafterwasds a s  1 u a s e r o e  them 

t h a t ,  the p e r s u a s i u s ,  f a d e s ,  F i r s t  one a r - i m a l  t r a i t ,  then acotber, 

creeps to C,ke surface  a n d  s t a r e s  out; a t  meH ( 84 ) .  H i s  

2 (co,t Id )  c o m p o s i t e  c r e a t u r e  f o u n d  ir i  m e J i e v a l  b e a t r a r i e s ,  t h e  , 

o f f s p r i n g  of dr  u n n a t u r a l  ma:iny be%ween a l e o p a r d  a n d  a l i o n ,  
See Dante A l i g h i e r i ,  24g Divi .22  Cgggdy, t r a n s l a t e d  with a 
cotninentary b y  C h a r l e s  S .  S i c g i e t o n  ( P r i ~ ~ c e c o r . :  2 r inceh .m Univ. 
Press, 3 9 7 0 ) ,  V, 3 ,  i n f e r t y ,  Pt, 2 ,  Commecrary, pp. 30-11, 



h i m s e l f ,  seems tc me as s u s p e c t  a s  h i s  c l a i m  the h e  no  l o n g e r  

feels sympathetic p a i n s  (811, a claim hc s u p p o r t s  w i t h  an 

a 7 q r e s : ; i v e  masoceism, t h r u s t i c g  a p s n l ~ i f e  i z t o  C i s  t h i g h  to 

p r o v e  h i s  s u p e r i o r i t y  to mere p a i n  ( 8 0 ) .  A s  the passages c i z e d  

a b o v e  show, however ,  h e  does share w i t h  P r e n d i c k  a simildr 

u n c e r t a i n t y ,  w h e t h e r  tEe Beast folk a re  t r u l y  human or n o t ,  

T o  r e t u r n  t o  Prendick, consider too thaz o n l y  moaents 

b e f o r e  coming u p o n  t h e  L e o p a r d  Ban h e  was r u n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  pack  

of Beast P e o p l e  a n d  a c t i v e l y  i d e ~ t i f y i n g  w i t h  theat .  * $ T h e  w h o l e  

c r o w d  s e e m e d  t o  s u i n g  r o u n d  i n  the d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  g l i n t  of 

f i re,  a n d  1, too, was s w u n g  arourib b y  t h e  m a g n e t i s m  of t he  

monent. I3 acother  second Z was r u n r t i n q ,  one of a t u i r i u l t u o u s  

s h o u t i n g  crowd, i n  pursuit of the escdpirig Leopard PlanH (100) . 
T h e  d o u b l e  i d e n t i f  icatiori with 00th t h e  h u z t c r s  a n d  the h u r ~ t e d  

\ 

i s  less c u r i o u s  t h a n  i t  a t  f irst  a p p e a r s ,  whec one  recalfs  t h a t  
\- - 

this entire s e q u e n c e  of Grits is  being Eere p l d y e d  ou t  f o r  the 
.- \ 

t h i r d  time, a n d  C - b a ' s - , i t h a s  +-+hk was t h e  

h u c t e d  ( c h a p t e r s  n i n e ,  t w e l v e  a n d  t h i r t e e n )  , I t  i s  h a r j l y  

s u r p r i s i ~ g  t h e n  t h a t  a s  t h e  i t ac t  of mercyf1 i s  u p o n  hi% Prendick 

s h o u l d  feel  an  u n c a n n y  c o n ~ e c t i o n  between h i m s e l f  acd t h e  

L e o p a r d  ?Ian. The a d m i s s i o n  of t h e  creature 's  humani 'y i s  z h u s  

JNote als.3, lower d o m  on  p. 1 0 0 ,  s y e d k i a j  of the h u n t e r s ,  I t ~ @  

-sect t h r o u g h  f t h e  u c d e r g r o w t h j  . . .&a 2 c~owd &,qggegr, f r o n d s  
f l i c k i ~ ~ g  i n t o  z r  faces ,  r o p y  creepers c a t c h i n g  ,ug u n d e r  t h e  
c h i r r ,  or q r i p p i r g  p g  ankles,. (730-0 1:  e m p h a s i s  adde3)  . 



e a s i l y  made since it i s  h e r e  with a b u l l e t  a l so  e a s i i y  

c o c t r o l 2 e d .  I r h i n k  i t  j u s t i f i e d  t h e r A ,  t o  z e g a r d  t h e  a p p e a r a c c e s  

o f  t h e  L e o p d r d  Man as ,  f o r  P r e n d i c k ,  a s o r t  of d o u b l i n g  

{ a u z o s c o p y )  , * e s p e c i a l l y  c o ~ s i d e r i n g  t E @  e a r l i e r  e n c o u n t e r  

b e t w e e n  t h e  two.  

I h a v e  n o t e d  a D o v e  t h e  r e l a t i v e  l a c k  of  v i v i d l y  v i s u a l i z e d  

s c e n e s  i n  t h e  a o v e i ,  b u t  t o  describe this critically a s  a l a c k  

is i n  a sense m i s l e a d i n g ,  Vha t  a c t u a l l y  e x i s t s  oc this l e v e l  is 

a v i s u a l  c o r r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  B a b e i  of s o u n d s ,  a b l u r r e d  

i m p r e s s i o n  of siqhts q l h ~ ~ e d  t h r o u g h  a welter of f o l i a g e ,  "a 

t a n q i e  o f  trees a n d  ( 4 3 )  . I n  P r e n d i c k s s  uncertainty, 

4 8 q A u t o s c o p y w  is a c l i n i c a l  tesm r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of 
s e e i n q  o c s e l f  o u t s i d e  o n e s e l f  a s  a n  a u t o ~ o m o u s  i n d i v i d u a l ,  ac3 
ca r*  be e i t h e r  e x t r e m e 1  y f r i y  h t e n i n g ,  o r  c x c e s s i a r e l y  mundance ,  
See H a r t i n  P r o p p ,  fi4y S h e l l e E ' s  M o n s t e r  ( N e w  York :  Houqn ton  
R i f l i n ,  1376)  c h a p t e r  o n e ,  n o t e s ,  o c \ l ~ h e l l e y * s  a u t o s c o p y ,  and -7% 
f o r  r e l a t e d  c l i n i c a l  a r t ic les ,  P ~ K J  

W i t h o u t  a r t i c i p a t i n g  the a r g u m e n t  wh ich  follows too much, 
f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  v i s i o r ,  i s  a u t o s c u p i c  may b e  f o u n d  i n  
"he t e n d e z c y  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  n o  less t h a ~  i n c i d e n t s  and 
l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  n o v e l ,  t o  be d o u b f e d ,  a s  i n  the s i m u l t a n e o u s  
c e n t r a l i z d t i o r ~  a n d  f r a g m e n t a t i o ~  of c h a r a c t e r s  i n  Wells* z!g 
T i m e  HaEhrgg. The  f o r c e s  p r o d u c i n q  t h i s  phenomenon are o p e r a t i v e  
i n  B o r e s 2  too, C o n s i d e r  t h e s e  r e m a r k s  f r o m  Robert R o g e r s *  T'g 
D o u b l e  L. L i t e r a t u r e  [Wayne State O n i v .  Press, 1 9 7 0 ) ,  p. 14, "If ------ 
a u t o s c o p y  a n d  u e c o m p o s i t i o n  are  n o t  t h e  saine, t h e y  are a t  l e a s t  
s o  s i m i l a r  t h a t  they may be t r e a t e d  m u t a t i s  inntaridis, a s  
identical, and  i c  f a c t  a p e c e n t  p s y c h i a t r i c  sf udy of t h e  d o u b l e  
b y  Todd a n d  D e n h u r s t  utilizes a m i x t u r e  o f  c l i n i c a l  a n d  l i t e r a r y  
m o d e l s  w i r h o u t  a p o l o g y , "  T h u s  I think i?, q u i t e  p r o p e r  t o  u s e  
wha t  i s  e s s e n t i d l l y  a c l i c i c a f  term in t h i s  primarily l i t e r a r y  
3 i s c o u r s e ,  Rogers a l s o  links t h e  pheraomennn of l i t e r a r y  d o u b l i n g  
( d o u b l i c g ,  d e c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  f r a g m e n i a t i o n  h e  u s e s  a s  s y n o n y m o u s  
tarms) with Angus Fi~tcher's d i s c u s s i o n ,  i n  h i s  A l l e q o y c  ghg 
T h e o r y  ef e S y m b o i i c  Rode { I t h a c a :  corm11 U t i v ,  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  
of s u b - c h a r a c t e r  qeneratior, i r ;  a l l e g o r y ,  p ,  16 a n d  pp ,  138-60. 



where " e v e r y t h i n g  &as  so  s t r anqe  a b o u t  me" ( 3 5 1 ,  a g g r a v a t e d  b y  

his i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p a i r t s  s u f f e r e d  b y  t h e  puma ( 4 2 ) ,  his 

imagination se ts  tc work on  t h e s e  c o n f u s i n g  p a t t e r n s  of l i g h t  

a n d  sha4e, 5 t h i c k e t  a b o u t  me became  altered 20 my 

F m a g i n a t i o a .  E v e r y  shadow became  some th ing  more z h a n  a shadow,  

became a n  ambush ,  e v e r y  zustle b e c a m e  a t h r e a t ,  f n v i s i b l e  t h i n g s  

seemed t o  b e  w a t c h i n g  megf ( 4 5 )  , 5  H a v i n g  e i r f i e r ,  ir, a I f s t a te  

midway b e t w e e n  dozi~g a n d  (Y3) s p o t t e d  t h e  Leopard Plac, 

now, i n  a h i g h l y  nervous s t a t e ,  P r e n d i c k  notices a c r e a t u r e  

s t a l k i x g  h i m ,  whose p a t h  is  M p a r a l l e l .  w i t h  my c o u r s e t *  (451, 

w a l k i n 3  w3en h c  walks and  s t o p p i n g  w h e ~  h e  s t o p ,  

9 p u s h e d  t h r o u g h  a t a n g l e  of t a l l  w h i % - f l o w e r e d  b u s h + s ,  
a n d  saw him twenty y a r d s  b e y o x d ,  l o o k i n g  over his 
s h o u l i i ~ r  a t  me a n d  h e s i t a t i n g .  I advanced  a s t e p  o r  two 
lookiccj s t e a d f a s t l y  icto his e y e s .  

"who &re y o u ? "  f s a i d .  
Ye t r i e d  t o  meet my g a z e ,  
"No!** h e  s a i d  s u d d e n l y ,  a n d ,  t u r n i n g ,  w e n t  b o u n d i n g  

away from me t h r o u g h  the undergrou". T h e n  h e  t u r n e d  a r d  
stared a t  me agaiz. BPS e y e s  shoce b r i g h t l y  out of t h e  
d u s k  u n d e r  t h e  trees. 

My h e a r %  was i n  my mouth, b u r  I f e l t  iay o c l y  chance  
was b l u f f ,  a n d  walked s t e a d i l y  towards  h im,  He t u r n e d  
a g a i n  a n d  v a n i s h e d  i n t o  t h e  d u s k .  Once more  J t h o u g n t  1 
c a u g h t  t h e  g l i n t  of h i s  eyes, a n d  t h a t  was  all ( 4 7 - 8 ) .  

B o t h  t h e  v i s u d l  a n d  a u r a l  c o n f u s i o n  are  c o r r e l a t i v e s  to 

P r e n d i c k  f s f r q u e n t l y  c o n f u s e d  a n d  dreaut - l ike  s t a t e  of m h d .  

P a c e ! J  w i t h  the e v e n t s  o f  t h e  novel P r e n d i c k * ~  reasonaule s t a o c e  

is r e v e a l e d  a s  a d e n i a l  of ?he i r r a t i o n a l  f ? ~  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  a s  my 



a r q l ~ m e n t  h a s  so  f a r  t r i ed  to e s t d b I i s i i c  ?;e becornes r e a s o n  

d e t a t c h e d  f r o m  n a ? u r e ,  ac o v e r d e v e l o p e d  r a t i o n a l i t y .  If t h i s  i s  

s o  t h e n  i t .  f o l l o w s  t ? a t  h i s  u n b a l a c c e d  s t a t e  of mi:ld is exac7J.y 

t h e  one iz w h i c h  t o  expect wha t  ir a l l e g o r y  Is called ( b y  A n g u s  

F f e k c h e r )  $:he g e n e r a t i o n  of s u b - c h d r a c t e r s  of the h e r o , 6  a n d  

w h a t  h e r e  1 would  c a l l  zhe release of a h o s t i l e  n a t u r e ,  h e n c e  

a g a i n ,  t h e  shadow s i d e  of P r e n a i c k ' s  s e l f ,  E x t e n d i n g  t h i s  use of 

3 u n g 8 s  t e r m i n o l o g y  f would  a l s o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  L e o p a r d  Md2 i s  a 

p r o j e c t i o n  of P r e n d i c k ' s ,  t h i s  being "+,he a x p u l s i o n  o f  a 

s u b j e c t i v e  content i n t o  a n  objectu, t h e  r e s u l t  of " t h e  a r c h a i c  

------------------ 
frAngus F l e t c h e r ,  o& ccig., p ,  195. See a i s o  y, 133: '-8uch of t h e  
l i t e r a r y  interest i n  m e t a m o r p h o s e s  comes from t h e  i d e a  of 
l i b e r a t i o n  o r  i m p r i s o n m e n t  t h a t  it c o n v e y s ;  i? c o n t i n u a l l y  t u r n s  
humans  i r* to  t k e i r  b e s t i a l  e q u i v a l e n t s  s o m e w h e r e  o n  S h e  scale o f  
t h e  Great C h a i o ,  or frees  the^ t o  l i v e  a s  humaas ,  w i t h  free 

O r  c o n s i d e r  t h i s ,  p, 2 2 1 ~ .  , o c  a l l e g o r y  i n  r o m a n c e s :  "it 
does m o r e  t h a n  c r e e p  i~ a r o u n d  t h e  e d g e s  o f  r o B a n c e ,  i t  i s  t h e  
v e r y  l i f e  b l o o d  of t h e  t y p e ,  s i ~ c e ,  without a r c h e t y p a l  
s i m p f i f i c a s i o c s  of c h a r a c t e r ,  r o m a n c e  would have n o  o t h e r  m i s o n  
d l e C , r e  b u t  a s  it is, r o m a n c e  i s  t h e  n a t u r a l ,  p o p u l a r  m e d i m  f o r  
a l l e q o r i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n . ,  , I* F l e t c h e r  * s r e f e r e n c e  t o  " a r c h e t y p a l  
s i m p l i f i c a t i o c s  of c h a r a c t e r i *  stems f r o m  h i s  f o l l o w i n g  F r y e r s  
d e f i n i a g  of r o m a n c e  ( i n  his Aga tomyf  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h r o u g h  i t s  
a p p r o a c h  t o  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o c .  F l e t c h e r  a l s o  ~ o t e s  t h a t  i n  
a l l e q o r y ,  when 4 * p l o t s  a n d  s u b p l o t s  are c o m b i n e d  i n  c e r t a i n  ways,  
the e f f e c t  o f  i n t e r p l a y  b e t w e e n  t h e m  is a c a u s a l  one, a n d  when 
major c b a ~ a c t e r s  * g e n e r a t e 4  s u L c h a r a c k e r s ,  f s a c t i o c s  of 
t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e s e  f r a c t i o n s  h a v e  p e c u l i a r  c a u s a l  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s .  
T h e  d r a m a t i s  p e r s o n a e  i~ a l l e g o r i c a l  i i c t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  have t o  
i n t e r a c t  p l a u s i b l y ,  o r  a c c o r d i n g  t o  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  a s  l o n g  a s  they 
i ~ t e r a c t  w i t h  a certain l o g i c a l  c e c e s s i t y .  T h i s  n e c e s s i t y  i n  
tuzn a p p e a r s , ,  , t o  t a k e  on  'a m a g i c a l  f o r c e ,  The a g e n t s  o f  
a l l e g o r y  can h e l p ,  h u r t ,  c h a n g e  and otherwise affect one a n o t h e r  
* a s  i t  b y  m a g i c ' * '  ( 1 8 2 ) .  1 would  s a y  t h a t  it it; a v a l i d  
g c o c e d u r e  t o  a s s u m e  t h a t  t h e  same holds g o o d  f o r  g e n e r a t e d  as 
f o r  fragmented subchasacters, Thus too,  t h e  relations bet wee^ 
the T i m e  T r d v e l l e r  a n d  t h e  N o r l o c k s  ar:d ELoi. 



b3ggS&:xe..of s u b j e c t  a n d  o t  ject.. , T ~ P  term, . ,therefore 
s i g n i f i e s  a s t a t e  o f  i d e ~ t i t y  that h d a  become n o t i c e a o l e ,  a n  

o b  jecx o f  criticism, ' $ 7  T h i s  m e c h a n i s m  e x p l a i f i s  t o o  P r e n d i c k  * s  

e m p a t b e t i c  identification with the L e o p a r d  m a  i n  the i n s t a a t  

before h e  shoots t h e  b e a s t .  D i s t i n g ~ i s h i n g  f u f t h e r  be t  ween 

active a n d  p a s s i v e  p s o j e c ~ i o n ,  J u n g  ~ o t e s  + + h a t  a c t i v e  p r o j e c t i o n  

is "an e s s e n ' i a l  c o m p n e z t  of t h e  a c t  of empathyi1 a n d  is "a lso  

a n  act o f  j udgemat ,  't T h a t  is, P r e r , d i c k J s  e m p a 5 h e t i . c  r e a l i z a t i o n  

o f  t h e  L e o p a r d  Pla&'s  h u m a o i t y  i s  a s e l f - j u 3 g t t m e n t  h e  car, in no 

o t h e r  circumstacces a p p r o a c h ,  This p r o c e s s  b y  w h i c h  t h e  s u b j e c t  

d i s t i n g u i s h e s  h i m s e l f  froo: h i m s e l f  i f p l a y s  a p r o ~ i n e c t  r o l e  ir 

p a r a n o i a ,  w h i c h  u s u a l l y  e n d s  i n  +te total i s o l a t i o n  of t k c  

subjec%";s w h i c h  is i ~ d e e d  P r e n r l i c k ' s  f a t e ,  

i f  'he L e o p a r d  Ban is  a s e c i p i e r ~  o f ,  or i n  f ac t  a 

p r o  j s c t i o n  of Pren6ickas shadow side, dn i n s t i n c t u a l  criticism 

o f  $is hyper-rationalism, a certaic h o s t i l i t y  of e a c h  t o  4 h e  

o t h e r  i s  t o  be e x p e c t e d ,  This appea r s  i n  an atEempter3 

c o n f r o n ~ a t i o n  (*tWko are you?")  results is %he Z e o p a r d  Man's 

r e f u s a l  of  t h e  terlns (?3Etu!t1) w i t h o u t  s u b s t i t u 5 i g  his own 

{"he . ,  , w e n t  b o u n d i n g  away  from me t h r o u g h  the u n d e r g r o w t h w ) ,  

7 C 3 r h  G, J u n q ,  C o l l e c t e d  Works, 3 o l l i 3 g e n  Ser ies  X X ,  V, B I ,  
P s y c h o l o g i c a l  ! P ~ g s  { P r i n ~ e t o n :  P c i o c e t o ~  U L ~ V *  P r e s s ,  3971; -- --- --- 
w i t h  corrections, 1976) ,  a revision by F.  P ,  G ,  H u l l  o f  t h e  
translation b y  B e  G .  S a y n e s ,  para. 7 8 3 / p a g c  457. 



O n l y  after the r e c o g s i t i o n  is r e f u s e d  w i 3 . 3  the Leopard yan 

a c t u a i i y  attack Prendi ick,  t o  h e  turze.1 back  b y  the latker*s 

v i g o r o u s  counter-attack, or rather,  his acceptance af t h e  

shadow*s terms f o r  t h e  e n c o u n t e r ,  T h e w  is n clear s u g j e s c i o n  

here that w h a t e v e r  the m y s t e r y  i s  o n  t k ' e  i s l a c 3 ,  it wifl u o t  

e a s i l y  yield to a ra+ i o n a i  solution, Even Y i o r e a u ' s  * * e x p f  ar,atior+" 

( c h a p t e r  4 Y )  d e a l s  mostly with his s u r g i c a l - h y p n o t i c  operations, 

t h a  p h y s i c a l .  g e n e s i s  of the B e a s V ~ o i k ,  a n d  t h o u g h  i t  i s  c l e a r  

t h a t  h e  h r t s  to a large d e g r e e  s h a p e d  t h e i r  cu ' l zu re ,  h e  does  n o t  

a c k n o w l e d g e  t h i s  a n d  is vague  a s  t o  its a r i s i n g  a n d  aiairnt?..nance, 



V f I .  The Uncanny Nature of Events for Prendick and the Reader 

T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of -he r e l a t i o a  b e k u e e n  P r e n d i c k  a r d  

t h e  Eeu3a rd  B a n  i~ a n a l y t i c a l l y  u s e f u l  i n  a n o c h e r  way, for  i t  

c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  Frrudls d e f i r . i 5 i o c  of the u n c a m y  a s  "that c las s  

of  t h e  f r i g h t e n i n g  which  l e a d s  b a c k  t o  w h a t  is known of o l d  a n d  

l o n g  f a m i l i a r j t ;  i~ mar-y cases, t h e  " f a m i l i a r  and 

o l d - e s t a b l i s h e d H  a r e  i ~ f a n t i l e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  mind w h i c h  h a v e  

"become a l i e n a t e d   fro^ i ~ , . . t h r o u g C  the  p r o c e s s  of repressiocH:2 

thus t h e  u n c a E n y  o f t e n  is 3ga r e t u r n  o f  t h i - 5  repressed c o n t e n t M , 3  

i n  t h i s  case Prendick's denial of t h e  i r r a t i o c d l  a n d . a n i r n a 1  side 
- 

o f  i s  n a t u r e ,  Beca l l  t o o ,  ~ % r l x c i c * s  a s s e r t i o n  on seeing some - -- 
-"- ---- 

of ?he Seast People d d n c i c g  ic a woodland ~ l a d e ,  t h a t  the s i g h t  

i m p r e s s e d  him a 

s",aangest f d m i l i a r i + y 9 *  ( 4 6 )  . 
l s i g i n u n d  F r e u a ,  ( 1 9 1 9 )  " T h e  IJncanay+*,  i n  g& S t a n d d r d  E d i t i o n  u_f 
t h e  Comeiete ggychpPqq&gq& Burks pf Siqrnupp F r e u d  {London: --- --- ---- 
H o g a r t h  P r e s s  a n d  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  o f  P s y c h o - k r . a l y s i s ,  1 9 5 5 ) ,  V, 
XVII, t r a n s l a t e d  ~y James Strachey,  p. 220, E e f e r e n c e s  t o  the 
S t a n d a r d  E d i t i o n  h e r e a f t e r  as ,  SE, d a t e ,  t i t l e ,  V. no . ,  page. ------- ------- 

31]3id,, p ,  2 4 3 *  +*[An1 uncanny e x p e r i e n c e  occurs either when 
i n f a n t i l e  complexes w h i c h  h a v e  bee3 represzed are once more 
r e v i v e d  b y  some i m p r e s s i o n ,  o s  when p r i m i t i v e  b e l i e f s  w h i c h  h a v ~  
been surmounted seem scce more t o  be conf i rmed,"  T h e r e  is some 
c r s s s o v e r  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  two f a c t o r s ,  s i x e  f o r  F r e u d  c h i l d h o o d  
is  t h e  tima when,  i n  modern  humans ,  q 9 p r i m i t i v e t t  t h o u g h t  
structures and b e l i e f s  are u n q u e s t i o n i n g l y  a c c e p t e d .  



Thouqh t h e  Lecpard Man Is a f o c u s  o r  t h e  feeling, all 

P r e n d i c k q s  r e i a t i ons  w i t h  t h e  B e a s x  F o l k  are t a i n t e d  with this 

seEsc of t h e  u n c d n c y .  Uncanny  c h a r d e t e r i s t i c s  a p p e a r  t o o  in 

Prendick3s v i s i o ~  of H a L i c g  l e a n i n g  over 'he t a f f r a i l  9f the 

It l o o k e d  over i ts  s h o u l d e r  quickly w i t h  my moveaent, 
t h e n  l o o k e d  away aqain,,,The t h i n g  came to me a s  stark 
i n h u m a n i t y ,  T h a t  b l a c k  f i g u r e ,  w i t h  i t s  e y e s  o f  f i r e ,  
s t r u c k  down t h r o u g h  a11 m y  a d u l t  thoughts and f e e l i n g s ,  
a n d  f o r  a moment the f o r g o t z e n  h o r r o r s  of c h i l d h o o d  came 
b a c k  $0 m y  mind. The t h e  effect passed as it had 
come., , a  f i g u r e  of n o  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e , .  , h u n g  over 
+;he t a f f r a i l . .  , i24-5)  . 

F r e u 3  a l s o  notes t h a t  " t h e  factor of the r e p e t i t i o n  of t h e  saae 

t h i n q n  can p r o v o k e  u n c a n n y  s e n s a t i o ~ s ,  so  tha: while P r e n d i c k ' s  

sense s f  t h e  u z c a n n y  i s  p r i m a r i l y  stimulated b y  his e n c o u t e r s  

u i t h  t h e  Beast f o l k ,  t h e  r e a d e r s 3  i s  s t i m u X a S e 9 ,  by t h i s  t o o  no  

d o u b t ,  n u +  a l s o  k y  the m a s s i v e  r e p e t i t i o n  of incidents aLa 

- 
4 e t a i l s  t h r o u g h o u t  the n o v e l ,  

7 

T h e  Z 8 L i n g  i n c i d e n t  j u s t  quote1 i s  a doubling, n e a r i y  
_C_ 

e x a c t l y ,  o f  Psendickss e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  the Leopard  Ban, which  i s  
L-_ - - "  

i-elf repeazed twice, ar.d h u m o u r o u s l y  r e d o u b l e 3  i n  P r e n 3 i i c k q s  
---- 7-- 

meetirAcj w i t h  the Aye Man ( 5 + 6 D ) ,  who r e g a r d s  h i m s e l f  as 
-_ ----_ 

\.__ --_I_ h 

Prendick's e q u a l .  T h e y  are, s a y s  t h e  Ape B a n ,  two of the same _ 
1_1 

__ --- 
k i n d ,  b o t h  h a v i n q  f i v e  f r n g e r s .  In each of these e n c o u n t e r s  t o o ,  - - 

I___lpL_--. 

t h e  u n c d n p y  ser-se i s  z r i g g e r e d  b y  t h e  bedst3s eyes l o c k i n g  wikh 



a n d  w i t h  t h e  Leopard Mac P r e r i d i c k  s p o f i t a n e u t l s f y  is p u t  i n  a i c d  

o f  " a  s c h o o l b o y  e x p e d i e n t  a q a i n s t :  b i g  d o g s "  ( 5 0 1 ,  v ~ h i c h  h e  u s e s  

t o  t e m p o r a r i l y  d e f e a t  PC,  @ h y  s u c h  t h o u g h t s  s h o u l d  recur i n  t h i s  

contex* is n o t  e x p l a i r e d  b y  P r e x d i c k ,  t h o u g h  it aesfies well w i t h  

Freud's n o t i o n  t h a t  u n c a c n y  f e e l i n g s  may te p r o v o k e d  oy  t h e  
- 

* ------ --- 
\ 

r e t u r n  o f  r e p r e s s e d  i n f a n t i l e  b e l i e f s  ar,d f e e l i n g s .  T h e  
-- - 

a u t h o r i t y  c l a i m e d  by D a ~ i s - - ~ ~ L  am the fatla a n d  the prap19e t s f t  

(20)--is e x a c t l y  t h e  same a s  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  e x e r c i s e d  by Floreau. 

T h e  s h i p  c o u l d  b e  seen a s  a  d o u b l i n g  o f  t h e  islandas s o c i e t y ,  
- 

----------I_ _ _.__. -- . .- 

tc see Moreau a s  " i n t o x i c a t e d a  wizh h i s  own 
__I__ -- -- -- 

p o w e r s ,  I ~ t e r e s t i n y l y ,  ___. _- .- t h e  p u n a s h m e n t  D a v i s  tk rea tens  t o  inf Lict 
\_-- -- - 

o n  M9Lir:g i s  o n l y  what, Moreau  b d e a d y  d o n e ;  * * I f  he coacs 
\ -- / 

this end of t h e  s h i p  a g a i n  I'll cut h i s  i n s i d e s  o u t ,  f tell  you,  

C u t  o u ~  h i s  b l a s t e d  i n s i d e s l  d h o  a r e  y m ~  t o  t e l l  &I wha t  f'g t o  

do?" 1201, N o t e  t oo  t h a t  the l a n g u a g e  of  a u t h o r i r y  dout l les  a s  

the l a n g u a g e  o f  r e b e l l i o n ,  Desiring t o  r i d  h i m s e l f  o f  a 

p o t e n t i a l  t r o u b l e - m a k e r ,  P r e n d i c k  f o r c e s  d c o n f r o n t x i t i o n  b e t w e e n  

5imself and t h e  Hyena-Swine ,  "1 was p e r h a p s  a d o z e n  s e c o n d s  

c o f l e c + i n g  m y s e l f .  Then 1 c r i e d :  * S a l u z e !  B o w  down!' H i s  t e e t h  

f l a s h e d  up02 m e  i n  a snar l ,  ' d h o  a r e  ypu, t h a t  f s h o u f d . ,  , * 

P e r h a p s  a l i t t l e  too s p a s ~ o d i c a f l y ,  I drew my r e v o l v e r ,  a i aed ,  

a n d  quickly f i r e d w  { l 2 5 ) ,  The h u n t i n g  of' P r e n d i c k ,  twice, i s  

r e p e a t e d  i n  t h e  h u z + i n g  o f  t h e  L e o p a r d  Man, a n d  i n  t o o  o f  t h e ,  

t h r e e  incidents t h e  h u n t s  dre p r e c i p i t a t e d  by  a visit o f  Moreau 

t o  t h e  v i l l a g e  of t h e  Eeast Folk, crre i~ f a c t  instigated b y  



M s r e a u  f o r  h i s  own p u r p o s e s .  The d i s d s - r  rha r  p r e c i p i t a t e s  t h e  

- - 
c o l f a p s e  of c h e  I s l a n d * s  s o c i e t y  is a 45-ible of t h e  disaster 

_ _I---4 

tha? ended iYoreiiiiu*s i c v e s t i g a t i o ~ s  in E n g l a n d ,  i n  each case a 

f l a y e d  9im-D-??i"This h a v i n g  e s c a p e d  from h i s  l a b o r a t o s y ,  Ir, t h e  

u 
o n e  i n s t a r c e  r i o r e a u  is a n i r n a l i s t i c a i l y  #$howled o u t  of t h e  

-- - -  
c o u r t t r y w  (38) a n d  i r :  t h e  o z h e r  h e  i s  a c t u a l l y  k i l l e d  by the 

S e a s +  l?eople, Montgomery t o o  is a n  outcast f r o n  s o c i e t y  (or  s o  
____lj -- - ---- - 

h e  c a l l s  h i f f i s e l f f ,  a v i c t i m ,  a n 3  h e  i m p l i e s  t h a t  h e  was e x i l e d  - 
f o r  c o m m i t t i n g  o n e  of the l a r g e  class of w v i c t i ~ l e s s H  c s i a e s ,  

----? 

t h a t  is, guilty of a b r e a c h  o f  m o r a l i t y ,  I n d e e d ,  l e g a l l y  
r-- --- 

s p e a k i n g ,  Moreau h a d  c o m m i t t e d  co crime e i t h e r , *  

* P r e n d i c k g s  cephew dates t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  t a l e  from F e b r u a r y  
1887 t o  J a n u a r y  3838 a n d  M o ~ t g o m e s y  asserts t h a t  h e  and H o r e a u  
h a v e  sper: t  a r i e c a d e  CPP t h e  i s l a n d  ( 1  15) .  T h i s  dates H o r e a u * s  
f l i g h +  f rom E ~ g i a n d  t o  c, 3836. I n  '*realn historical time, 
d u r i n g  t h a t  y e a r  a n d  s e v e r a l  p r e v i o u s  t h e r e  was a grea t  f l u r r y  
of a c t i v i t y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  f o r  t h e  Protection o f  
Animals L i a b l e  t o  V i v i s e c t i o n  [ f o u n d e d  1875) w h i c h  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  
a R o y a l  Commiss ion  ( J u l y - D e c e m b e r  1875)  a ~ d  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  tEz 
P r e v e n t i o x  of C r u e l t y  $0 A n i m a l s  Act of 3876 [ a r i t i s h  G o v e r n m e n t  
D o c u a e n t s  h e r e a f t e r  B G D ) ,  1876 ( 1 6 8 1 ,  1, p. 5 2 3 ) .  T h e  Royal 
C o m m i s s i o n ,  whose  membership i z c l u d e d  H u x i e y ,  a n d  wh ich  summosed 
D a r v i s  a n d  L i s t e r - - a l o n g  w i t h  a n  i n o r d i n a t e  number  of 
c l e r q y m e n - a s  w i t . n e s s e s ,  no+,ed i r i  i t s  summing u p  (BGD, 3376 (C. 
1 3 3 7 ) ,  XLI, pp, 277ff .f t h a t  ;*a v e r y  s t r o n g  feeling h a s  been 
excited i n  t he  c o u ~ t r y ,  w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  o r  three years, o n  
'his ( 2 8 4 ) ,  B y  d a t i n g  M o r e a u t s  f l i g k t  t o  t h e  p a s s a g e  of 
t h e  new law, Wells a g a i n  extends the n o v e l  i 1 - t ~  t h e  world a•’  t h e  
r e a d e r ,  The law p r o v i d e d  for t h e  l i c e n s i c g  and i n s p e c t i o n  b y  t h e  
Home O f f i c e ,  of i n s t i t u t i o ~ s  arid i n d i v i d u a l s  p r a c t i s i n g  a n i m d l  
e x p e r i m c a t a t i o ~ .  Is i s  d e b a i e a b l e  w h e t h e r  s o ~ s o s c  such a s  Zoreau 
i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  wou ld  h a v e  b e e n  l i c e n s e d ,  since, i r i  t h e  
o p i n i o n  of t h e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  the m a i n  q u e s t i o n s  of the i s s u e  a11 
r e v o l v e d  a u o u t  g a i n ,  and  t h e  u s e  of  a n a e s t h e t i c s ,  idells* v i e w s  
o n  v i v i s e c t i o n  ( a t  l e a s t  k i s  v i e w s  i n  1327) may be  f o u n d  i r ,  
V i ~ c s n t  3rome gi& S t u d i e s  in QgqhgeiIing (Locdon:  Cresset Press, 
1358 ) ,  pp. 2 1-6; t h e  q u a r r e l :  was w i t h  Shaw. 



O ~ l y  :he f t c ~ ~ ~ ~ c i e n c e  of the r,atiu!;f$ ( 3 8 )  was o u t r a g e d ,  a o t  i 2 s  

mercy of  c h a x e  dad  t h e  e l e m e n t s ,  a n d  a t  t h e  b o o k ' s  en4 he  o n c e  
- - 

a g a i s ,  v n l  u ~ t a r l l y ,  commits h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  oceac. k tec2ency - 
t o  r k p e t i t i o n  i n  zhe d e s c r i p t i v e  passages h a s  a l r e a d y  beec 

\- .-- - 
n o t e d ,  a s  h a s  t h e  f r e q u e n t l y  h i d d e n  s2ance o f  t h e  n a r r a t o r  a n d  

h i s  c o n t i n u i n q  u n c e r t a i r f y  a s  t o  what is  a n i m a m  -- - rid 
__I_ 

h u w u r ~ J q ) ,  F r o m  whatever p e r s g e c t i v e  Che tale i s  v i e n e d  it 

h a s  u n c a n n y  e f f e c t s  and t h e  d o u b l i r . y s  F r e u d  s p e a k s  of a s  

p r o v o k i n g  one's p e r c e p t i o c  of t h e  u n c a n f y  heze seems t o  be  a 

p h e n o m e n o n  r e l a ted  to, p e r h a p s  e v e n  of the  same k i n d ,  as tke 

r e p e t i t i o n  which may a l s o  coatribute t o  up.canny s e n s a t i o n s .  

S I n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  of d o u b l i ~ g  i r  " T h e  U n c a n n y t t ,  F r e u d ,  w o r k i n g  , 
f rom t h e  t a l e s  of 3. T, A ,  Boffmat, s p e a k s  m s s t f y  of a u t o m a t a  
C a k i n q  t h e  r o l e  of % h e  h e r o ' s  d o u b l e ,  I n  t he  case of E o r e d u  + h e  
same d o u u t  ' R a t  a'tacbes t o  Hoffman's  dolls st^, w h e ? h e r  o r  not 
t h e y  are  human, is e a s i l y  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t>ie Bedst F o l k ,  



VIII. Moreau  compared  t o  ZLg T i a e  E a c h i n e  

A t  this poict i~ t h e  a r g u m m t  f feel I ought t o  s t o p  f o r  a  

moment a c l  try 70 assess i+s  p r o g r e s s  so fir. The most obvious 

fact i s  that f r o m  a c o n s i d e r a t i o r i  of Pzendickqs iachardcearn 1 

have d e t o u r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n t o  e x p l o r a t i o n s  of n a r r a t i v e  

s t r u c t u r e  a n d  t e x t u r e ;  these seem t o  be c o n f u s e d  and d r e a m l i k e ,  

i n  a word,  t o  be  u r c a m y .  I n d e e d ,  ir s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  d r e a m - l i k e  

s t a t e  of t h e  ~ a r r a t i v e  I can c i te  ao less aL a u t h o r i t y  t h a n  

Wells k i n s e l f ,  in the P r e f a c e  t o  + h e  3933  o m n i b u s  edition of h i s  

acie3C.i.fic romapces h e  says, " T h e y  are a i l  f a z t a s i e s ;  t h e y  d o  

no+ aim t o  p r o j e c t  a serious p o s s i k i l i t y ;  t h e y  aim i n d e e d  o n l y  

a: t h c  same a m o u n t  o f  coavicti~3 a s  o ~ e  g e t s  ic a good  g r i p p i ~ g  

dream, T h e y  h a v e  t o  h o l d  the r e a d e r  b y  a r t  and i l l u s i o n  aad n o t  

by proof a n d  a r y u m e c t ,  a n d  t h e  momenq Le closes the c o v e r  and 

r e f l e c t s  h e  o a k e s  u p  t o  their impo~sibility.~~i The e q u a t i o n  0 5  

'*dream and far , tasyl* co " a r t  arid i j _ l u ~ i o n ~ ~  may be accidental, but 

it i s  r e s o n a n t  w i t h  s u g g e s t i o n ,  a s  i s  t h e  inference that r e a d i n g  

t h e  t a f e s  is  l i k e  b e i a g  as leep ,  o n e  i s  not Euliy c o ~ s c i o u s  and 

a f ~ e r u a r d s  o n e  " w a k e s  u p n ,  T h e r  t o o ,  t he  s-tenent d e a l s  only 

w i t h  t h e  r i o v e l s  c o n s i d e r e d  unreal a s  gluts, T h a t  dream say h a v e  

i ts  own r e a s o n s  u n k n o w c  co r e a s o p ,  what. A ~ g u s  F l e t c h e r  c a l f s  the 



maqical c a u s a t i o n  of  allegory,z i s  a possibility Wells heze 

> e i t h e r  c u n f i r ~ s  nor d e ~ i e s ,  fie d o e s  s a y ,  h o w e v e r ,  that t t t h e  

fantastic element, t h e  s t rar .ge  p r o p e r t y  o r  t h e  s t r a n g e  world, i s  

u s e d  o n l y  t o  t h r o w  u p  a n d  i z t e n s i f y  o u r  zatural r eac t ions  of 

wonder,  f e a r ,  p e ~ p l e x i t y . ~ ~  In o t h e r  words, t h e  f a r i t a s t i c  is  a s  

much a s u b j e c t  a s  the h e r o ,  r o p ~ e s e n ~ a t i v e  nineteenth century 

Han. z?g T:sIaKd sf Prh Boreau is thus c l e a r l y  based on a "modelm 

s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  xhg zi3.g Machjng, but t h e  d i s t i n c t i o c s  which 

a r e  so clear i n  the ear l ier  t e x t  a re  h e r e  a l l  c o l l a p s e d  i n t o  one 

a n o t h e r ,  In d e a l i n g  w i t h  the l a % r  n o v e l  one f e e l s  i n  onels 

a n a l y s i s  a s  much u n c e r t a i n t y  a s  a P r e ~ d i c k  b l u n d e r i n g  h i s  way 

t h r o u g h  %be u r d ~ r g r o u t h  of Noble's I s l a n d .  

A further major d i f f e r e n c e  between the t o o  i s  t h e  f a t e  of 

their heroes. Mhile  C o t h  are f a c e d  w i t h  mysteries w h i c h  t h r e a t e ~  

their e m o t i o n a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  the Time T r a v e l l e r  at t h e  l a s t  

m a i n t a i n s  d f i r m e r  g r i p  oc h i m s e l f  t k a n  d o e s  P r e n d i c k ,  N e i t h e r  

P r e n i i i c k  n o z  the T r a v e l l e r  w s o l v e v  their n y s t e r l e s  ( o r  even 

r e s o l v e  them) s i n c e  n e i t h e r  i s  p r e p a r e d  70 f u l l y  d c k n o u l e d q e  

t h a t  the mysteries b e l o n g  t o  t h e i r  p s y c h e s ,  B u t  t h e  T r a v e l X e r g s  

r e q a i n i n g  of h i s  time machine s i q n a l s  a xeriewed a b i l i t y  t o  

d i s t a n c e  the pzoblem, even a s  the pessimistic a p o c a l y p s e  which 

f o l l o w s  his e s c a p e  v a l i d a t e s  s u c h  a so iu t i o r : .  H a v i n g  j oa rneyed  



t o  tLe  e r d  af time t h e  Traveller  knows t h t  a l l  p o s s i u l e  

d e c i s i o n s  a n d  c h o i c e s  acd  a c t i o n s  h a v e  t h e  same end:  d e d t h .  I f  

he w i s h e s  tu ? h e n ,  the T r a v e l l e r  may easily a v o i 3  any 

h a s  offered him, Failing to c o n v i n c e  his c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  o f  t h e  

A -  , . , u th  o f  h i s  vision the T r a v e l l e r  a g a i a  u s e s  the time m a c h i n e  to 

dista~ce h i m s e l f  f r o m  t h c  p r o b l e m s  t h e i r  r e f u s a l  might creaze, 

Then too, the M o r l o c k s  and E l o i ,  'haugh c l e a r l y  t h e  

t ldescendan+- . s ' t  of +he T r a v e l l e r  a r e  yet, physically distinct 

e n o u g h  f r o m  h i m  t o  be p e r c e i v e d  a s  an external probie :n ,  T h e  

T r a v e l l e r q s  t a l e  t o o  i s  set i n  a wEofly f a n t a s t i c  l a n d s c a p e ,  

a g a i n  a l l o w i n g  d i s t a n c i n g ,  P r e n d i c k "  setting, h o w e v e r ,  is a 

n a t u r a l i s t i c a l f  y rendered Eacif ic  islacd a n d  this p r o v e s  mach 

more  d i f f i c u l t  to e s c a p e  f r o m ,  s o t  oniy i s  P r e n a i c k  u n a ~ l e  t o  

d i s t a z c e  himself i n  s p a c e  f rom the p r o b l e m - - f o r  t h e  Beast folk 

r o a s  freely o v e r  t h e  w h o l e  i s l a n d - - h e  i s  t h e r e f o r e  e q u a l l y  

u n a b l e  t o  e s c a p e  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  c o n t i n g e n t  upon l i v i n g  with :he 

bow human, c o ~  a n i m a l  8east Folk, H i s  e v e n t u a l  " e s c a p e H  t o  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  o n i y  a g g r a v a t e s  his c o n d i t i o n ,  

I would cjo o u t  i n t o  t h e  streets t o  f i g h t  w i t h  m y  
d e l u s i o n ,  and  yrcwfing uomen would mew after me, furtive 
c r a v i x g  mer, g l a n c e  j e a l o u s l y  a t  me, weary p a l e  workers 
qo c o u g h i n g  by me., ,like wounded deer d r i p p i n g  b l o o d ,  ,. I 
would t u r r .  a s i d e ,  i n t o  some chape ; ,  a ~ d  e v e n  t h e r e ,  s i l ch  
was my d i s t u r b a n c e ,  it s e e m e d  t h e  pze .3cker  g i b b e r e d  B ig  
Thinks e v e n  a s  t b e  Ape Ran h a d  doze,., P a r t i c u l a r l y  
n a g s e o u s  Mere t h e  ular:k expressionless f a c e s  of p e o p l e  
i n  t r a i n s  a n d  o m n i b u s e s ;  t h e y  s e e m e d  no  more m y  fellow 
c r e a + u r e s  t h a ~  d e a d  b o d i e s  wou ld  b e , ,  ,f ind e v e n  i t  s e e ~ e d  
t h a t  I ,  LOO,  was n o t  a reasoriable c r e d t u r c ,  b u t o n l y  an 



a n i 3 a l  with some  s t r a n g e  d i sorder . .  . t3at sent it to 
war,der  aiofe l i k e  a sher;? s t r i c k e ~  wit:? t h e  .]id ( 1 4  1 )  , 4  

s h a c k l e d  t o  t h e  i n s c l u b l a  pro hie^ of self, in  t h a z  t h e  f u n c % i i o s  

of the T i m e  Travei fer  [and t h e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  group of w h i c h  he is 

And Moreau. T r u e ,  P r e n d i c k  h a s  some scientific training, b u t  as 

Eoreau d i s p a r a g i r i g l y  remdrks, while h e  h i m s e l f  has been  s e e k i ~ g  

" t h i s  world.*s iYdk.C?~** t h r o u g h  v i v i s e c t i o n ,  " y o u ,  I u n d e r s t a n d ,  

c ~ a p e t e n c e  of  t h e  T r a v c f i e r ,  h i s  3 r ive  f o r  m a s t e r y - - k n o w l e d g e  a s  

power - - a rd  his s a d i s m  are  apport-ioiied t o  Moreau, w h i l e  k i s  

hysteria, and t h e  l i m i t e d  v i e w p o i a t  of the p r o f e s s i o n a l s  f a l l  t o  

Prendickgs l o t .  Yet it  i s  p r e c i s e L y  those l i m i ~ a t i o n s  wh ich  make 

t h e  z t o r g ,  w+-ich f r a m e  i t ,  Vhu could d o u b t  'hat, told f rom 

floreatlts p o i n t  of v i e w  t h e  whole tale would be a s  munddne and 

Like t h e  T r a v e l l e r ,  rioreau sf;o%s h i m s e l f  a x a r e  of a mysterious 

d i m e n s i o n  $0 his endeavours, b u t  h e  rejects  d n y  i a t i a a t e  

c o n n e c t i o n  with i t ;  h i s  exp1ana;ion r e c a l l s ,  b o t h  i n  bis 

m o n o l o g u i n g  a n d  i n  Precdick*~ y e s t i o r b s  a n d  o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  the 

*------- *--------- 

* T h i s  passage  Eas 4 d o u b l e  o n  p .  31: '*I would  see me of: t h e  
c l u m s y  h o v i u e  creatures who worked the launch...and f i n d  myself, 
a s k i a g ,  ' r y i n g  h a r d  +o recall, how he d i f f e r e d  from some r e a l l y  
human yokel t r u d g i n g  home from h i s  l a b o u r s ;  of  I wauld meet &he 
Fox-Bear $omanfs  v u l p i n e ,  s h i f t y  face,  z . t r a n g e l y  human in its 
specula+ive c u n n i n g ,  and even i m a g i n e  I Cad me+ i t  be fo re  i n  
some c i t y  



a f t e r - d i n n e r  O e b a t e  o f  'SSg z&'g ggclipg. 

P r e n d i c k  s h a r e s  w i t h  t h e  p m f e s s i v n d l s  of t h a t  n o v e l  a 

t e n d e n c y  t o  w a r a t  to l eave  wezl e n o u g h  a lone ,  A h o u t  M o n t g o m e r y * ~  

p a s b  wisdernear.ours,  f o r  example,  h e  is ' ' s e n s i b l e  of  a q r o w i ~ g  

c u r i o s i t y * *  122) only is. so far a s  HanZgomery e n c o u r a g e s  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n ;  whec h e  is r e b u f f e d ,  P r e n d i c k  q u i c k l y  

r a t i o n a l i z e s  the situation, f i c a l l y  d e c l d r i n y ,  " t o  t e l l  ",.e 

? r u t h ,  I was r.ot curious to l ea rn  what  m i g h t  h a v e  d r i v e n  a young 

m e d i e d l  s t a d e r t  o u t  of iondm. f have a n  imag ina? , io r ru  '(24). Nor 

m y s t e r y ,  T h o u g h  w i r h i ~  h o u r s  of his l a n d i n g  OK the isldxd h e  

realizes that H o n t g o m e r y * ~  is t h e  raw mdCerial for the 

mdndqes to convince h i k s e f f  t h a f  t h e  ducror  i s  z r a ~ s f o r m i u g  aen 
-------.--c-c----_-- --- 

l____P--- __1_ 

i n t o  ar,ilnals. However, this might, b e  more c h a r c i t a b l y  ascr ibed t o  ---- -7 

P r e n d i c k ' s  s i m i l a r i ~ y  zo the T r a v e l l e r ,  b o t h  ref u s i n g  t o  a l l o w  

k n o w l e d g e  t o  b l u n t  their emotiocal p r e f e r e n c e s ,  If t o r  the 

s c i e c t i s t - h e r o  k n o w l e d g e  i s  p o w e r ,  or m d s t e r y ,  r h e n  k n a u l e d g u  
7 -- -- -- -.- 

beinq s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  these e m o t i o n a l l y  c h a r g e d  g o a l s  wou ld  make - 
t h e  a n i m l  side of kis nature  ever^ [nose f e r o c i o u s ;  r a t i o n a l i t y ,  

/ 
, 

f a r  f r o m  h e i n y  a d e f e n s e  agains-ooly a g g r a v a t e s  
+ -I 

i t ,  feeds  it w i t h  power  a n d  makes i t  h a r d e r  to c o c t r o l .  H e n c e  
/ 

t o o  the paradox  t h a t  t h o u g h  P r e n d i c k  a c d  zXe T i m e  T r a v e l l e r  k n o ~  

what  i s  qoinq o n ,  t h e y  are still impotent, u n a b l e  to  do a n y t h i ~ g  



IX. The Charac t e r  of Bontgomery 

G i v e c  t h i s ,  i t  is e a s y  t o  see t h a t  Muc tgomery  to3 i s  l i t t i e  

%ore t h a n  a s k e t c h y  i m i t a t i o c  of a c tdracter ,  d e v e l o p e d  a s  mZlch 

as seed b e  i3 t k e  o p e n i n g  c h a p t e r s  ay2d s h e r e a f t e r  e x h i b i t i n g ,  

not 30 much traits a s  a f f i n i t i e s .  1 The method @ e l f s  u s e s  to f i l l  

out M o n t g o m e r y g s  character is more a s s e r t i v e  t h a r  d r a ~ a t i c ,  t h a t  

is, ~ o t s s h o w n  ir. act ion  but d e v e l o p e d  d i r e c h l y  f ro% n a r r a t i v e  

s t a t e m e n t s .  These a s s e r t i o n s  come c h i e f l y  from Prendick, dnd 

e v e n  w h e r e  flontgomery h i m s e l f  sakes a s s e r t i o n s  t h a t  may b e  t a k e n  

t o  i n d i c a "  e h a ~ a c t e r ,  these a r e  q e ~ ~ e r a l l y  g i v e n  in d i a l o g u e  

wi%h P r e n d i c k ,  often i n  r e spnse  to a s i m i l a r  dssertion from the 

latter, "1 toid h i m  zy  aame, Edwin frecdick, 3 r d  kuw I h a d  t a k e n  

----------------*- 

I I doc i  t think t h a t  N o c t g o n e r y ' s  d r u r , k e n n e s s  q u a l i f i e s  a s  a 
character  + r a i t .  I t  rou2.d b e  more accurate  t o  say % h a t  i t  
i n d i c a t e s  a p o s i h i l i t y  of c k a r a c t e ~  t h a t  is n e v e r  f u l l y  
d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e .  T h a t  is ,  it s a y s  to ' h e  r e a d e r ,  here 
is a man who h a s  ~ r o b l e s  e n o u g k  to take t o  drink. These 
problefi ts  are h i n t e d  a t ,  fo r  e x a m p l e  h i s  s t u d e n t ,  m i s d e r a e a n o u r s ,  
b u t  never  stated, -, 

As to the m y s + e r i o u s  n a t u r e  of t h o s e  m i s d e m e a n o u r s ,  a 
number  of c lues  p o i n t  t o  a t e n t a i v e  solution, Montgomery speaks 
of Eoreatrqs h a v i c y  "go?  me o f f t i  ( 4 0 1 ,  w h i c h  sounds a s  thoujh 
Yontqumery  was a r r e s t e d  for h i s  h a v i n g  " h o s t  my h e a d  f o r  t e n  
m i n u t e s  oc a f o g g y  n l y 5 t T 8  (241, S i n c e  it is h a r d l y  likely h e  
would h a v e  b e e n  a r r e s t e d  f o r  d r i n k i n g ,  or f o r  h i r i n g  a 
p r o s t i t u * e - - a n d  Rote t h a t ,  h e  la ter  s p e a k s  a•’ h i s  " s h a b b y  v i c e - - a  
h l u ? d e r - - 1  d i d n 9 t  know a n y  b e t t e r "  ( 3  l5)--ar ,d sirice i n  t h e  At,, 
Ed., Preface t o  Moreau  ( i x )  Wells refers t o  t h e  t r i a l  of  Oscar --- 
V i l d c ,  it seems p o s s i b l e  that Hen+-~joinery*~ i s  m o r e  a nmornlw 
t h a n  a l e 3 a i  o f f e n s e ,  a h o m o s e x u a l  "crimeH. 



t o  na tu ra l ,  k . i s + o r y  a s  a r e l i e f  f r o m  t h e  d u l l n e s s  o f  m y  

c o m f o r t a b l e  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  H c  seemed i a t e r e s ~ e d  i n  this, 'I've 

d o ~ e  some s c i e n c e  m y s e l f - - 1  d i d  my Biology a t  U n i v e r s i t y  

~f t h e  s n a i l  a n d  a l l  t h a t .  E t l t  g o  o n ,  qo o n - - t , e l i  rce ahout the 

boa? ,  * N  ( 1 3 ) .  T h i s  is a n  e x a m p l e ,  s o m e w h a t  d i i u t e d ,  s f  a ~ i n d  of 

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  w h i c k  I wou ld  call t h e  l e a p - f r o g  method.  An 

a s s e r t i o n  is made o f  o n e  cha rac te r ,  h i s  o r  h e r  p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y ,  

o r  a s t a 3 P r n e n t  of likes and d i s i i k c s ,  a ~ d  t h i s  i s  then dftered 

a n d  a p p l i e d  t o  a  second c o  m p l e m e n t a r  y o r  c o ~ t r a s s i a  y c h a r a c t e r ,  

T h u s  each c h a r a c t e r  i s  g r o u n d e d  o n  the o t h e r  and  n e i t h e r  need b e  

e x t e n s i v e l y  d e f i s e d  by ~ m o t i v a t i c g 9 ~  f a c t o r s ,  T h e  a l t e r a t i o n s  may 

be ,  AS i s  +Ee case w i t h  P r e c d i c k  a n d  Montgomery,  q u i t e  slight, 

i n t e n d i n g  tu e s t d b i i s h  a s i m i h r i t y  of b a c k g r o u n d s  or  interests 

h e l d  i n  cummos, o r  i t  may e s t a b l i s h  q u i t e  a l a r g e  v a r i a t i o z ,  i rL 

which case t h e  c h a r a c t e r  b u i l d i n g  p r o c e e d s  from c o n t r a s t , '  

------------------ 
- ? P r o ~  t h e  w r i t i 2 g  p o i z t  o f  v i ew s u c h  a me thod  is e x t r e m e l y  
e c o n o m i c a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i f  t h e  p l o t  a n d  n a r z a t i v e  o f  acy 
p a r t i c u l a r  work a re  t h o u g h t  of ( b y  the a u t h o r j a s  more i m p ~ r ' a n t  
t h a n  t5e d e l i r e a t i o n  s f  8 t p e r s o n a l i t i e s " .  

A c u r i o u s  e x a m p l e  sf the m e t h o d  may b e  f o u n d  i n  Hill& 
C a t h e r q a  D e a t h  Comes TPg A r c h b i s h o ~ ,  w h e r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o f  
L a t o u r  a n d  Y a i l i a n t  a rc  developed i n  p r e c i s e l y  thls manner a n d  
a r e  a c $ i v e l y  c o r i t r a s t e d  w i t h  one a n o c h e r ,  L a t o u r  i s  t h i n ,  
well-spoken a n d  h a s  f i n e  a e s t h e t i c  s e n s i b i l i t i e s ,  w h e r e a s  
B a i l 3 a n l l  i s  s h o r t  a n d  s t o u t ,  b l u ~ t  i n  manne r  a c d  h a s  the 
a e s t h e t i c  s e n s i b i l i t i e s  of a s t o n e ,  f c a l l  t h i s  a c u r i o u s  
e x a m p i e  b e c a u s e  t h e  book h a s  no real  plot or c a r r a t i v e  and  i s  
s u p p ~ s i t i o u s l y  a drama of p e r s o c a l i t y ,  even t h o u j h  t h e  
H p e r s o n a l i t i e s H  a r e  manifestly f l a t .  T h e  Cwo clerics are, I 
+ h i l l ,  m e a n t  t o g e 9 . e r  :o form one c o m p l e t e  l lBdn o f  ~ o d " ,  t h u s  



P r e r i d i c k t s  asser%iocs  a b o u t  tYontqomery9s chdrac- t ,e r  ace of 

s e v e r a l  k i n d s ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  of c o u r s e  all s h a r e  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of 

def in ing  i t  for :he reader. In t h e  Eirst k i n d ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  

a r e  71sed to provide FIoatgomery w i t h  a se% of r e a c z i o ~ s ,  s o  a s  to 

f i l l  T p o t e n t i a l  b l a n k s  i n   give^ seer-es, Consider, f u r  

i n s t a c c e ,  W o n t q u m e r y ' s  s q u a b ~ i e  w i t h  D a v i s ,  i n  the c o u r s e  of 

w h i c h  P r e n d i c k  o h s e s v e s ,  "1 think Montgomery  might h a v e  f e f r  him 

tEen-seeing ?he b r u t e  was d r u n k ,  B u t  kc ocly turned a s h b d e  

p a l e r ,  arid followed t h e  c a p t a i r  to t h e  l u u l u a r k s , ,  , I  c o u l d  see 

% h a t  Hontgomezy h a d  one of t h o s e  slow p e r t i n a c i o u s  t e m p e r s  t h a t  

i l l  xarm d a y  a f t e r  d a y  t o  w h i t e  t e a t a ~ ~ d  n e v e r  a g a i n  c o o l  to 

f o r y i v e r . z s s ,  a n d  1 saw too t h a t  t h i s  q u a r r e l  h a d  beer some t i a e  

q r o w i n q n  (13)  . 3  A s h a r p  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  orre t h a t  m a k e s  t h e  sudden 

e r u p t i o n  o f  Tempers  more b e l i e v a b l e ,  e x c e p t  that welis never 

a g a i n  makes a n y t h i c g  of i t ,  I-'hough by  r a t i o c i n a t i o ~  the reader  

might. T h e  c a p t d i n  i s  i n  a sense, a s  I s a i d  a b o v e ,  d d o u b l e  o f  
. - -  - 

Boreau, a n d  Iilaatgomesy here is  s h o w n  i z  outright rebellion 
_q_ 

--1 

a q a i n s t  s u c h  a u t h o r i t y ,  H e  is a l s o  skowr ds p a s s i s n d t e ,  b u t  

/- 

2 [ c o n t ' d )  t he i r  i d e o l o g i c a l  l o c a t i o n s  s u p e r c e d e  a l l  ~ t h e ~  
c o n c e r n s ,  See a l s o  D a v i d  a n d  Rary- Anne S t o u c k ,  t f H a y i s g r a p h i c a f  
S t y l e  i n  g i31a  Cather's ggqgb Comes 231 A r c h b i s h q ~ ~ ,  U n b ,  

T o o  a t  4 1 ( 1  972) , p p .  263-87, of  -,,,,,, 
3 x 3  t h e  As, j%, jV. XI) "text of  Moreau,  p. 15, Wells changed 
t h i s  t o  c o u l d  see t h a t  Montgomery h a d  a z  ugly %emper ,  and f 
saw too t h d t  t h i s  h u a r r e l  h a d  bee? sorr,e time . ; jruwiny,** Though 
t h e  p h r a s i n g  i s  tor-ed d o w ~ ,  t h e  i n c o r s i s t e n c y ,  o f  P r e n d i c k 9 s  
mare a b i i i t y  t o  speak  on t h e  subject of M o ~ t g a ~ ~ e r y * ~  ctaracter ,  
r e m a i n s .  



r h e s e  Gdses t o  assert t h a t  Koc tgomcry ,  like P r e n d i c k ,  is d n  
, , , , -- .--- - - - - 

h a b i t u d l l y  r e p r e s s e d  character, D u t  to say s o  wouid  be t o  r e l y  
r""---' 

T h e  d s s e r t i o n  t h e n ,  i s  p r i m a r i l y  u s e f u l  i n  heiqhtering t h e  d r a n a  

of  the er .cour . te r  betweer Montgomery and t h e  c ap td i c .  A similar  

a s s e r k i o n  i s  made a b o u t  H o n t g o m e r y ' s  d r u n k e n n e s s 4  r h i c h ,  t h o u g h  

it h a s  c r e d i b i l i t y ,  is a g a i n  m o s t l y  u s e f u l  i n  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  "he 

t h e  b o a t s  that f o r c e s  findl ca t a s t rophe .  %he>-r-f- 

P r e n d i c k ' s  i!n&risoomen+ oa t h e  i s l a n d .  
-. /- 

& s e c o n d  k i n d  of a s s e r t i o n  Prendick m a k e s  i s  u s e d  t o  

s u g s c s ~  Montgomery's close a l l i a r c e  t o  t h e  c e n z r a i  a y s t e r y  of 

* h e  n o v e l ,  From t h e  r e a d e r ' s  p o i n t  of view, i t  seems unlikely 

t h a t  t h e  n o v e l  c o u l d  c o n t a i n  more r h a c  one m y s - e r y .  Once  the dir 

of m y s t e r y  is invoked, arid associa+-ed w i t h  MonTgomery, any o-.:.ner 

events n o t  i m m e d i a t e l y  e x p l i c a b l e  become f o r  t h e  reader b o t h  

a d d i t i o n s  t o  the mys%eesious a t m o s p h e r e  acd clues t o w a r d s  t h e  

u n r a v e l l i n g  of t h e  p u z z l e a s  H ~ r ~ t g o m e r y  is a l l i e d  to a i x y s t c r y  

while b o t h  h e  and P r e n d i c k  are s t i l l  s h i p b o a r d ,  b e f o r e  t h e  

dimensions of r h e  riddle h a v e  b e e n  e v e L  h i n t e d ,  ks the two talk 

"ow the q u a r t e r - d e c k u  (22)  P r e n d i c k  s a y s  '"afL1 the time t h e  

s t r a q g e n s s s  of him was s h a g i n g  i t se l f  i n  my mind, and as I 

------------------ 
4 S e e  c ,  I ,  p r e s e n t  c h a p t e r ,  

S E x a c t l y  t h e  same a r g u m e n t  cou ld  b e  mdde about  t h e  Time 
T r a v e l l e r ' s  u n r a ~ e l l i r ~ q  of  the m y s ' e r y  of Jkg T i m  g g c h i z e ,  * 



t n l k c c ?  1 peered  a? h i s  odd,  p a l l i d  f a c e  ic t h e  dim light of the 

b i c a c l e  b e h i r i d  me, T h e n  I l o o k e d  out a r  & h e  d a r k l i n g  sea, where 

i n  t h e  d i m c e s s  h i s  f i t t i e  i s l a r i d  was h i d d e c * '  (23) . T h i n k i n g  n e x t  

of  eke  c a r g o  of a n i m a l s ,  a r d  of Miling, P r a d i c k  a d d s ,  these 

' I+hrew a haze sf ~iystcry around the man, T h e y  l a i d  h o l d  of iiiy 

i m a g i n d t i o n  a n d  h a m p e r e d  a y  t o n g u e . "  

C l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  k o  t h i s  d e l i b e r a C e  m y s t i f i c a t i o n  is the way 

i3 w h i c h  Piontggornery*~ s a v i n g  P r e c d i c k r s  l i f e  i s  a s c r i b e d  {by 

Bon tqoa ie ry f  t o  4TChance,,  . j u s t  c k a r s e , .  , I f  I g d  been  j a d e d  that 

d a y ,  o r  h a d n ' t  like y o u r  face, well--; it's a cur i aus  g u e s t i o n  

w h e r e  you  v o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  nowtg ( 2 3 ) .  C h a n c e  suggests e v e n t s  

kappen ing  outside t h e  con t ro l  of humans, It does not suggest 

that events are to5ally causeless, simply that t h e  causes  c a n n o t  

he g ~ d s p e d ,  o i t h e z  b y  common sense, or  by rrezdich*~ r e a s o n i n g s ,  

I t  therefore a g a i n  allies Bontgomer y t o  t h e  n o v e l ' s  nys te ry .  

Ivlontqontery s a t t i t u d e  towards Roseau is, like P r e n d i c k g  s ,  

m e  of a i s l i k e ,  # h e n  t h e  a n i m a l s  are  off-loaded Roreau says 

1 i x c h i n g  to g e t  t o  work a g a i n - - w i t h  t h i s  new s t u f f  *.,.His 

eyes grew b r i g h t e r ,  * I  daresay you a req ,  said Montgomery,  i n  

a n y r h i s g  b u t  a c o r d i a l  tone" ( 3 5 )  . T h e  c o m p l e m e n t  of t h i s  

dislike i s  p r e c i s e l y  what o n e  would e x p e c t ,  a s y n p a t h y  with 

M o r e a u q s  v i c t i m s ,  the acinals abauz to b e  ? r r a n • ’ o r m e d .  A few 

m i n u % e s  a f t e r  the a l t e r c a t i o n  w i t h  luioreau, P r e n 2 i c . k  hears, ,  

w5 ,hsougb  ?he l o c k e d  door [ % o  the e ~ l c l s s u f e j  t h e  no i se  of L h e  

s t a g t o u c d s ,  w h i c h  had  now teen k r o u g h t  3p f r o m  t h e  beach, T h e y  



were n o t b a r k i c g ,  b u t  s n i f f i n g  and g r o w l i n g  i r  a c u r i o u s  

C L a s h i o n ,  L c o u l d  hear  t h e  r a p i d  p a t t e x  of t h e i r  feet, a c d  

Mor,tgornery's v o i c e  s o o t h i ~ g  %hemt8 ( 3 7 ) .  Tkis sympathy exxends to 

meddEin~j it + h e  a f f a i r s  of t h e  P e a s t  Folk, to w h i c h  b o t h  rqoreau 

and P r e n d i c k  testify, In h i s  v l e x p l a n a t i o r w  Mofeau tells P r e n d i c k  

C h a t  "There is a k i n d  of t r d v e s c y  of h u m a n i t y  o v e r  there, 

Ron?qomery knows  a b o u t  it, f o r  h e  ic tesferes  ix, t h e i r  a f f a i r s ,  

H e  h a s  t r a i n e d  one or  t w o  of t h e m  t o  o u r  s e r v i c e ,  He's ashamed 

o f  i t ,  b u t  I b e l i e v e  h e  half-likes some of t h e s e  Deasts,. . T h e y  

only s i c k e n  me w i t h  a sense o f  f a i l u r e u  ( 85 )  . A s h o r t  v h l l e  

a f t e r  t h i s  i n t e r v i e w  P r e n d i c k  s a y s  "I f a n c i e d  e v e n  t h e n  t h a t  b e  

f Montgomery  1 h a d  a s n e a k i n g  k i n d w s s  f o r  some of 5ht3se 

a e t a m o r p h o s e d  brutes, a v i c i o u s  s y m p a t h y  w i 3  some o f  ti-eir 

gdys.. . t t  140) . T h i s  f i f a ~ ~ y l l  w i c h i r  . shorz t i i n e  h a r d e n s  i n t o  a 

c e r t a i s t y ,  "PI y f i r s t  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  % o n t g o m e r y  dk3 not  

i n c r e a s e ,  h i s  l o n g  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o @  h u m a n i t y ,  h i s  secret v i c e  o f  

d r u n k e n n e s s ,  h i s  e v i d e n t  sympathy w i t h  t h e  B e a s t - P e o p l e ,  t a i n t e d  

him t o  me, S e v e r a l  times I l e t  h i m  70 a l o n e  among them,  1 

a v o i d e d  i n ? e r c o u r s e  w i t h  t h e m  i n  e v e r y  p o s s i b f  e wayt* (lO6), 6 

Yet d u r i n q  t h i s  same p e r i o d ,  ds k a b i t  d e a d e n s  his first 

t e r r i f i e d  reac+ion t o  t h e  v i v i s e c + i o n  o f  t h e  animals a n d  h e  

------------------ 
6One w m d e r s  how P r e x d i c k  c o u l d  p o s s i n l y  p r e v e t t  Bontgamery from 
g o i n q  ainolg t h e  Reas t  F o l k ,  s i r , c e  tile La t t e r  has b e e n  d o i n g  so  ' 

f o x  y e a r s ,  and  t o t a l l y  a l o n e ,  I t  o c c u ; s  t o  me 70  suspect "cat 
P r e n l i c k  is  h e r e  e n p k a s i z i ~ g  h i s  O W E  being left alone whe3 
f l o n t q o m ~ r y  w a l k s  with t h e  Deaszs. 



loses, l i k e  P io r tgomery ,  " e v e r y  f e e i i n g  b u t  d i s l i k e  a n d  d b h ~ s e n c e  

for t h e s e  i s , f a m o u s  e x p e r i m c r t s  of  Moreau*sti (1061 ,  P r e n i l i c k  i n  

fact c o m e s  more  i a c t i o n  t o  z e s e m b l e  Ron tqomery ,  t h o u g h  h r  

f lon tqornery ,  whom P s e n d i c k  d e s c r i b e s  a: this p a i n k  as igalmost 

sotesR4, b e g i ~ l s  t o  s p e c u i a $ e  o n  ( e s s e n t i a f f  y )  the i m p l i c a t i o n s  of 

t h e  a a r r a t i v e  i-el f ,  

B u t  

*Tkis s i l l y  a s s  of a w o r l d , '  h e  s a i d ,  * & h a t  a 
auddie i.5 a l l  is! P h a v e n ' t  h a d  a n y  life, 1 wonder when 
it's g o i ~ q  t o  begin, S i x t e e n  y e a r s  b e i n g  b u l l i e d  b y  
nurses a n u  s c h o u l m s z e r s  a t  t h e i r  own sweet uill, f i v e  
i n  London g r i n d i n g  basil a t  m e d i c i n e - - b a d  f o o d ,  s h a ~ b y  
i u d g i n g s ,  s h a b ~ y  clothes, s h a b b y  v i c e - - a  b l u n d e r - - &  
d i d n ' t k o w  any b e t t e r - - a n d  hustled of f  t o  ' h i s  b e a s t l y  
i s l a n d ,  T e n  y e a r s  h e r e !  W h a t ' s  it all for Prendick? Are 
YC b t ~ b b i e s  b l o w n  by a b a b y ? '  

It was h a r d  t o  d e a l  with suck raviaqs.7 

given Montgomeryts a f f i n i t y  to t h e  B e a s t  F o l k ,  an3 t h e i r  

c lose s i r n i l a r i z y  t o  k u m a n s  g e n e r a l l y ,  it fair 

t h a t  t h e  statemeri t  i s  o n l y  a more  p a r t i c u l a r  v e r s i o n  o f  

P r r n d i c k q s  e a r l i e r  g e n e f a l i z e d  d e p i c t i o c  o f  t he  lot of the Beas t .  

F o l k .  

? T h e  i n d i c a  t i o c s  g i v e n  h e r e  of Honkgoweryss s o c i a l  c l a s s ,  t h o u g h  
s l i g h t ,  t e n d  t o  corfirn~ h i s  s i r a i l a r i t y  to P r c n d i c k .  L i k e  
Prersd ic l r  (1 sari of the b o u r g e o i s i e ,  h e  i s  p r o v i d e d  ir. y o u t h  ( c ,  
1852-60)  w i t h  nuzses ,  later (1860-72) with s c h o o l i n g ,  and  l a t e r  
s t i l l  11872-77) w i t h  money e n o u g h  t o  go t o  m e d i c a i  s c h o o l ,  
3 o n ~ q o m e r y t s  s e e m i n q l y  c o c t r a d i c t o r y  s t a t e ~ w n t s ,  " u a d  f o o d ,  
s h a b b y  i o d q i n g s l + ,  e t c , ,  may be  i n t e r p r e ' e d  e i t h e r  as  aL 
em& i o n a l l y  c o l o u r e d  memory correlated with ) $ s h a b b y  v i c e t g ,  t h a t  
is ,  with t h e  meBory s f  t h e  v i c e  d e g r a d i ~ g  t h e  other components , 

o f  the memory, o r  a s  a n  erruptiox into t h e  n a r r a t i v e  o f  Hells8 
ow3 e x p e r i e c e s  a s  a  s t u d e n t  a t  London  U n i v c r s i % y  (1884-87). See 
Wells, gz, A u t , ,  c h a ~ t e z  f i v e ,  ar;d t h e  ; Y a c K e ~ z i a s ,  92 ciz., 
c h a p t e r  f o u r ,  



B st ranqe persuas ion  came upon  me t C a t . . , I  h a d  here the 
w h o l e  balacce cf h u n a ~  life i r i  m i n i a t u r e ,  the whole 
i n t e r p l a y  of i r s t i n c t ,  r e a s o n ,  a n d  fate, ir- its simplest 
f o r m , , , I  had  not t h o u g h t  b e f o r e  s f  the gain a n d  t r o u b l e  
t h a t  came ?o o b e s e  p o o r  victims a f ' e r  t h e y  had  p a s s e d  
from M o r e d u l s  h a n d s .  I had. s h i v e r e d  o n l y  a t  "he d a y s  o f  
a c t , u a k  t o r m e n t  i n  t h e  e n c l o s u r e .  R u t  row t k a t  saemed * O  

b e  % h e  lesser par*. Before, they h d d  o e e n  beasts, t h e i r  
i n s t i r c t s  fitly a d a p t e d  to t h e i s  s u r r o u n d i n g s ,  a n d  a s  
ha?py  a s  living t h i n g s  n a y  be. Nox t k y  s t u m b i e d  i n  ".he 
shackles of  h u n a x i t y ,  l i v e d  i n  a f e a r  xhat n e v e r  d i e d ,  
f r e t t e d  by a law t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  u c d e r s t a n d ;  t h e i r  
mock-human existence begar  i n  a g o n y ,  was o r e  lorq 
i n t e r c a l  s t r u g g l e ,  o n e  long d r e a d  s f  Mureau-- and f u r  
w h a t ?  f t, was t h e  w a n r o n n e s s  t h a t  s t i r r e d  me (1113-4). 

T h e  r i s i c g  n o t e  of hysteria d i s c e r n i b l e  i n  t h e  fast two 

s e n t e n c e s  becomes even more p r o n o u ~ c e d  # h e n  Prendick c o n s i d e r s  

M o r e a u i s  a p p a r e n t  l a c k  o f  m o t i v a t i o n ,  a n d  h e  r e c a p i t u l a t e s  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  Beast Folk ir, s t r o n g e r  terms, *If i n u s t  c o n f e s ~ , ' ~  

h e  t h e n  actis, "1 l o s t f a i t h  i n  t h e  sac i ty  of t h e  world w h e ~  I 

B u i l d i z y  f r o m  this P r e n d i c k  t h e n  inflates h i s  e x p l a n a t i o r i  to 

still g r a n d e r  p r o p o r t i o n s ,  ic the process i m p l i c i t l y  e x c u l p a t i ~ g  

H o r e a u ;  

A L i i a d  f a t e ,  a v a s t  p i t i l e s s  mechan i sm s e e m e d  t o  c u t  
a n d  s h a p e  t h e  fatric of e x i s t e n c e ,  arid I ,  Moreau  ( b y  h i s  
p a a s i o n  f o r  r e s e a r c h ) ,  Montgomery  ( b y  h i s  p a s s i o n  for 
d r i n k ) ,  t h e  Beast P e o p l e ,  w i t h  t h e i r  i n s t i n c t s  a n d  
mental r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  were torn  arid c r u s h e d ,  r u t h l e s s l y ,  
i n e v i t a ~ i y ,  a m i d  the i i i f i n i t e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  i ts  
incessant wheels (104-5).  

T h i s  i s  oz ly  t o  pose  as a q u e s t i o n ,  a t  g r e a t e r  length ard  more 



T h i s  i s  wha? 4 meact by Montgomery's  f ecdency  t o  e x h i b i t ,  

from t b e  r e a d e r ' s  point of view, n o t  so much actual t r a i t s  a s  

den~zinators for ?he a f f i n i t y  of Montgomery  a n d  P r e n d i c k  t o  orGe 

acother  a r e  t h e i r  similar class a n d  e d u c a t i o n  odckgrounds ,  and 

t h e i r  n m b i v a i c n t  a z t i t u d e s  t o  Aorean a x 4  h i s  r ~ o r k s ;  d o r e a u  

h i m s e l f  r e i ~ f o r c e s  this fast s i m i l a r i t y  (82, 83). On the oce 
\, ---r 

h a c d  t h e  e x p e r i m e n t 2  f i l l  t, with d i s g u s t ,  y e t  02 o the r  

t h e y  a r e  q u i t e  p r e p a r e d  to ignore the sadism i f  it i s  ddequate ly  - 
coccealed,  When t h i s  is i m p r a c + i c d l ,  botk. are e q u a l l y  willing t o  

r - 
t a k e  l l p ~  p i s t o l  arid w h i p  and ,  u~ ic le r  %he p l e a  of n e c e s s i t y ,  

-2- 
p r e s e r v e  'he power s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  ?laces borc h u a a g s  o v e r  :he 

1 
WSere Pre~idick a n a  Roctgomery d i v e r g e  is i2 their a t t i t u d e s  

toward t h e  B e d s t  P e o g P e .  While Montgomery  i s  p e r f e c t l y  w i l l i n g  

to mix with them, g o i n q  s o  far qs t o  t r a i n  "one or two of them 
-------5 

4. Lo,. .servicet1 (as),  P r e ~ l i F c k  atte- maintain a rigid - 
I 

ppartherd, a n d  w h i l e  h e  f 3 d i s t r u s ? s  azd d r e a d s "  Moreau, a c t s  
J 

h i m s e l f  as".a siinii;r kisd of a u t h a r i t y .  1 would say the3 t3at 

\ 
P r e n d i c k  acd Mortgomery show a f f i n i t y  f OL o m .  a n o c h e r ,  P r e c d i c k  - 
------------------ 
eft's worth r -o t inq ,  f %hick, t h a t  P r e n d i c k i s  b o l t  of  
p h i l a s d p h i z i n g  immediately f o i l o w s  his murder 3f the Leopard 
Sa2 ,  thus* t h e  i z f l a t e d  r h e t o r i c  h a s  a p o s s i b l e  s e c o n d a r y  e f fec t  
of e x c a s i n g  a n y  r e s i G u a 2  blame t h a t  may a ~ t a c h  to this actior*, 
i e ,  " I t ' s  not me, itqs t h e  way o f  t h e  worll", 



l e a n i n q  more t o  t h e  d u t h o r i t a r i a r ~  r a t i o n d i s m  of Woroau, 

Moctqomery t o w a r d  the mure l o i x e l y  Lour-d commur : i ty  of the Beast 

Folk* 



X. The Character of Moreau 

In p u r e l y  p h y s i c a l  terms H o r e a u  is p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  novel 

a u c h  less t h a n  MOT-tgomery acd  y e t  k i a  presence p e r v d 3 e s  the 

e a t i r e  work. E v e n  a f t e r  h i s  d e a t h  his i a f l u e c c e ,  largely t h r o u g h  

Prendickqs hastily coosrructed t h e o l o g y ,  cos-inues to be felt, 

The 3mount of co~trol Moreau e x e r c i s e s  over M o r t y o m e r y ,  whom h e  

hd.5 d l s o  i r r  a sense t r a n s f o r m e d  (from a d i s g r a c e d  medical 

s t u d e n t  t o  P•÷oreau+s a m i t r , w n s i s  arid " o n e  with a whipw)  is v e r y  

qreat, "He wds a l ~ o s *  sober" P r e n d i c k  s a y s  of Ploatgomery a few 

hours after the d o c t o r * s  d e a t h ,  **but q r e a t l y  d i s t u r b e d  i n  h i s  

m i ~ d ,  H e  had been s t r a n g e l y  u n d e r  t h e  i z f l u e n c e  of W o r e a u l s  

p e r s g n a l i t y .  I d o  r o t  t h i n k  i t  h a d  eve11 occurzed t o  him t h a t  

lroreau c o u l d  d i e . .  . ni? t a l k e d  v a g u e l y ,  answered  m y  q u e s t i o ~ s  

crookedly, wandered into general q u e s t i o r s f l  ( I t5 )e rea31s  

i r i f l u e r , c e  over  the E e a s t  F o l k  i s  b e s t  e x e r t i 2 l i f i e b  i n  t h e  Lcln 
A - 

uh  i c h  h e  gses t o  ,con'.col them. b u t  t h e  h l f f  merel y "a 
-c, 

for,g f ist  o f  r o t s e r e s t i n g  a s  t h e  

a s s e r t i o n  of the power that b u t t r e s s e s  i t ;  y 

- .  
L a l u  .G 

*His --- is t h e  Hand t h a t  ~ a h e s .  
is t h e  Hand t h a t  wounds.* 

' H i s  is t h e  Hand tha t ,  h e a l s ,  * 1 ----_------------- 
l T % e  image  of the awesome hand  appears  i n  Two o t h e r  B e l l s  
s t o r i e s  of t h i s  p e r i o d ,  ' * T h e  P l a t t n e r  Storyi1 a z d  l tUnde r  The 
K r i i f e n ,  Ic Sozh t h e  a p p e a r a g c e  h a s  r e l i g i o u s  o v e r t o n e s ,  a n d  i n  



...*g&s i s  t h e  L i g h t ~ i n y  F l a s h , '  ue s a n g ,  *•’i&g is the 
3eep s a l t  sea. 

A h o r r i b l e  fancy came into my h e a d  t h a t  M o r e a u  had  
i n f e c t e d  :heir d w a r f e d  k r a i n s  i ?  a d e i f i c a t i o n  of 
h i m s e l f , , .  'Hjs are t h e  s t a r s  i n  t h e  s k y ,  * ( 5 5 - 6 )  

TI\ the ++eocra t ic  s o c i e t y  of Beast F o l k ,  :lie social o r d e r  is 

p e r c e i v e d  a s  fixed a n d  nat i i ral ,  de%erni ined  b y  tte creator 

f f3o raau )  , acd a s  Precdick c o r r e c t l y  o b s e r v e s ,  M o r e a u 3 s  p o w e r  

o v e r  t h e  B e a n t  P o l k  i s  f r o m  f h+z-$mix;,k of v i e w  qodlike, h e  i s  

b o t h  crestor ardl u p h e e r  o f  t h e  soc i a l  a r d  n a t u r a l  orders. Y r t  
i \  - 

e v e n  b,Montgomery, who s h a r e s  t o  some extent in t h i s  d i v i n e  
'-.- --'-'-"---.- " ""- ---------_ 

sta%uss, 2 e v e r  b e l i e v e s ,  not that Moreau g ~ q h t  d i e - - f o r  like a l l  

men he n u s t - - b u t  % h a +  Moreau cpn die; the dif ferace is c r u c i a l  

sirice it  mearis t h a t  W o n t g o n q - t - o o  allows Moredu t h e  p o w e r  of a 

god .  It i s  o s a y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  :ha t  H o r e a u * s  p r e s e n c e  - 
w 

p e r v a d e s  :he z o v e i  because he is its i5au:horJg, and as t h e  

i n h a b i t a n t s  of  t h e  i s l a h i l y  h i s  ~ r e a t i o n - - ~ ~ i n  each  
2 

M o r e a u . ,  . b l e n d e d  this animaL<.tla . , ha t f i  ( 1  34) - -so they may be 

t h o u g h t  of as  e x t e n s i o c l s  , of ea r ly  all the events 

oa t h e  n a r r a t i v e  l e v e l  l ead  back t o  h i m ,  w h e t h e r  o r  not h e  is 
- 

p r e s e n ?  a t  any g i v e n  e v e n t .  
/------ 

L 
R 3 h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  is Moredu8s c h a p t e r  of 

* 9 e x p l a n a t i o n i + ,  which motivates t h e  s t o r y  b y  c r e a t i n g  t h e  d o c t a r ,  

b u t  which s u b p l i e s  n o  m o t i v a t i o ~ r  f o r  h i s  a c t i o c s .  Xn this way  

------------------ 
1 j co r , t l d )  w P l a t t n e r v ,  p o s s i w i y  s a t i r i c  o v e r t o r e s  t o o ,  T h e  t a l e  
may Sa read a s  "a c a r i c a t u r e  of ?fie P u r i t d r i  hereafter" (Basoc 
Harris, lecture o n  Moreau, SfU, Piarch 3 3 3 9 ,  



Moreau i s  no? ,  like M o n t g o m e r y ,  s i n ~ g l y  a l l i e d  t o  t h e  central 

m y z t c r y  o f  t h e  n o v e l ,  but i s  t h a t  mystery; or  az  ariy sate is s o  

r e p r e s e n + a t i v e  of that m y s t e r y  a s  t o  be e a s i l y  a i s t a k e n  f o r  i t .  

Pzendick*~ a t t e a p t s  t o  f i x  on a mo"va+io2 t o r  3oreau a r e  n o t  

I f o r  h i m s e l f )  f i m l l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y  arid i: i s  hin7t .d  t h a t  i t  is 

this l a c k  of e x p l a n a " i o ~  a t  the activating ce r~ t re  of all the 

n o v e l ' s  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  t h e  l f v a n t o @ n e s s l T  of things, which 

u l t i m a t e l y  u n b a l a n c e s  Prcndick*~ mird, H i s  l a s t  p reca r ious  

sanity is o n l y  p o s s i b l e  t h r o u g h  p a s s i v i t y ,  a b a s i n g  himself 

before  ' I t h e  v a s t  a n d  e terra l  laws of matter. ..I for  f t he re  it: 

qus t  b e ,  I thi~k,.,that wha teve r  is more t h a n  animal within u s  

m u s t  f i c d  i t s  solace  and its hopeig I - )  Yet this p o s t u r e  is 

as b o t * u m  no d i f  fercnt t h a n  Horeau * s  s e l f - i d e c t i f  i c a t i o n  with 

n a t u r e  ( 8 1 ) .  Theie seems n o  way fox P r e n u i c k  to c i r c u m v e l r t  t h i s  

c o n t r a 3 i c t i o n  of a n  u ~ m o v e d  first m o v e r ,  e x c e p t  t o  no te  its 

existence, 

P o r  t h e  reader, some other p o s s i b i l i t i e s  semain, The 

e x p l a n a t o r y  terms a t t a c h e d  uy P r e n d i c k  to his h o r r o r - s t r u c k  

r e a l i z a 4 i o c  of t t e  d o c t o r g  s ttwar.+onnessH, thay t h e  doctor is 

d r i v e n  b y  f l c u s i o s i t y j q ,  a r e  s u g g e s t i v e  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i o  

agreement with Woreauts o m  e x p l a c a t i o n ,  t h a t  h e  is d r i v e n  olr by 

'h is " i n t e l l e c t u a l  p a s s i o n s q s ,  b y  "the s-range co lour fess  d e l i g t i t  

of  t h e s e  intc2lec'.ual. desiresH ( 8  1) ; P r e n d i c k  calls H o r e a u  ifmad,,  

a i  mlesstl v Q r i ~ e r ? " ,  a n d  w i r r e s y o c s i b l e v ,  h i s  o b j e c t s  

u u n i r r r e l l i y i b l e f i  ( 1 0 4 ) .  T h i s  leads to dr- i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 



Moreauqs charactez a s  - c h a t  of d  ma^ o l s s e s s e d  or  even i n s n n e ,  s o  

cocsumed b y  ole a s p e c t  o f  h i s  p o s s i b l e  r a t u r e  t h a t  h e  is 

u n d a l a n c e d .  3 u t  t h o u g h  t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  d o u ~ t  t h a t  g e l i s  w i s h e s  

to pzeseqt  Boreau a s  o b s e s s e d ,  it is d o u ~ t f s l  that a h i s  is  t h e  

s u m  of  t h e  cha rac te r  i z a t i o r  . 
0 3  nosy o c c a s i o n s  t h e  doctor s p e a k s  p e r f e c ' l y  good s e n s e ,  

as  caz be  d e d u c e d  frcm @el l s s  h a v i r . g  compounded  Horeauss c u r i o u s  

* % x p l a r , a ? i o n i *  o u t  of the or . ly  slightly amer,ded t e x t s  o f  two  o f  

h i s  o u n  a r t i c les  of s c i e n t i f i c  j o u r c a l i s m ,  s p e c u l d t i o n s  on t h e  

limits of s u r g i c a l  m a n i p u l a t i o n  a n d  the evo lu t ioca ry  q * f u x t i o r i l q  

of p a i r , ,  2 M o z e a u 3 s  e x p f a s a t i o n  of *rnioraI e d u c d ~ i o n " ,  f o r  

e x a m p l e ,  a s  +*an  a z t i f i c i a l  modificatiol: a n d  p e r v e r s i o n  of 

i n s t i n c t , ,  . g u g c a c i t y  f b e i n g  %ra i r2ed  i n t o  c o u r a g e o u s  

s e l f - s d c r i f k c e ,  and  s u p ~ r e s s e d  s e x u a i i r y  i c t o  religious e m o t i o n i f  

( 7 3 )  is a d i r e c t  q u o t e  f r o m  one of the arC,ic^Les3 a n d ,  tlouyh 

d i f f e r e n ~ l y  worded t h e  same t h o u g h t  a p p e a r s  i a  a later m a g a z i n e  

Z H .  G .  Wells, " T h e  L i m i t s  of P n d i v i d u d l  Plasticityfi a n d  "The 
P r o v i n c e  of Pa i r . g i ,  b c t h  ir! P h i l m u s  ar.d H u g h e s  [ E d s , )  , 2~ sz&, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y  pp.  30-9  a n 2  y p ,  194-3,  t iPlaszici" ,y"  first appeared 
i n  t h e  S a t u r d a y  Review,  79  ( 3 9  J a n .  1895). pp,  83-90, ,  a n d  
l t P d i n H  i n  S c i e n c e  a ~ d  ArC,, 8 (feb. 98'34), pp. 58-3 ,  Both are 
c o n t e m p o r d r y  with t h e  w r i t i n g  of floreag, f o r  which see West, 22 
ch&. , pp. 96-7, rrBy the time t h e  Eicsz insc,aliiaer;z [of _The T i m e  
M a c h i n e  ] appea red  h e  was a l r e a d y  at. work a P o n ,  ,,The f s 1 a n J  flf. ------ 
D r .  Moredu," The PIacKenz ie s ,  a cis,, p. 107, d a z e  t h e  f i r s t  --- ------ 
d r a f t  yo a f t e r  Wells h a d  left S e v e ~ o a k s ,  ub . i ch  t o g e t h e r  with 
#el ls '  statements in &3, Aut.,  p p .  430-7, s u g g e s t s  a t e r a i n u s  
2112 of S e p t e m b e r  3 8 3 & ,  

3 v P l a s t i c i t y f i ,  P h i l a u s  a n d  H u g h e s ,  p,  3 9 ,  



a r % i c l e ,  41Flurudn E V O ~ U ~ ~  on, An Artificial Processn * T h e r e ,  

d i s t i ~ g u i s h i n g  two factors  i n  human e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  n a t u r a l  a n d  

:he ar: iEiciaf ,  %ells c la ims  t h a t  " w h a t  we caLi  M o r a l i t y  becomes 

the p a d d i c j  of s u g g e s t e d  e ~ o x i o n a l  h a k i t s  zecsssary  to k c c p  the 

round Pa1aeolPChic s a v a g e  in the sQuare h o l e  of the civilized 

s t a t e ,  Aad Sin i s  ?-,he conflict of t h e  two f a c t o z s .  , , [ T h i s ]  new 

vieu,.,provides a cove1 d e f i n i t i o n  o i  E d u c a t i o n ,  wh ich  obviously 

s h o u l d  be  t h e  c a r e f u l  dnd systematic m a n u f a c t u f e  of t h e  

a r 5 E i c i a l  i - n .  man,Iy H o r e a u * s  b e i n g  a l l o w e d  s e ~ t i m e n t s  shared ay 

Veils in a l l  s e r i o u s n e s s  w i t h  a l a r g e  m a g a z i ~ e  audience r a t h e r  

r e d u c e s  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of  h i s  u s i n g  t h o s e  same sentiments to 

c h a r a c t e r i z e  Horeau as i n s a n e ,  

The o t h e r  s tazements  Boreau nakes about  h i m s e i f  dre riot 

much less a m b i g u o u s ,  f o r  inszance tis claim to have a strongly 

r e f i g i ~ u s  c a s t  of mird and b i s  c l a i m i z g  t o  possess a n  i d e a l  

sani+y.s T h e r e  may Le a more p l a u s i b l e  e x p f a n a t i o c  for Ploreau's 

a c t i o n s  h u t  i t  i s  h i d d e n  t o  a large extent from P r e a d i c k  and may 

thesefore only be a p p r o a c h e d  o b l i q u e l y  h y  t h e  reader. 

In c o n t e x t  these statements act t o  impress u p o n  t h e  reader 

4 1 b i d , ,  p ,  2 1-7, Article r e p r i n t e d  iron mg?Ggktl y R e v i e u ,  n , s ,  
60  ( a c t ,  1536) ,  pp,  590-35. T h i s  a r t i c l e  was the f i rs t  o f  two 
p a r t s ,  +he s e c o n d  of w h i c h ,  lqKordls ar,d C i v i l i ~ a t i o n ~ ~ ,  Z73, ~ B S *  

h l  (Feb .  1 8 9 7 1 ,  pp, 263-68 ,  f i g u r e s  i n  a m i c o r  way i n  Wells' xhg 
Egg of xhe g o r l d s ,  

SWsreau links these claims; q'f am a r e i i g i o u s  mar,, F r e n d i c k ,  a s  
e v e r y  sdnc  mac muss L e u ,  and he says that kis en t i r e  work  h a s  
been  a s e a r c h  for t h ~  laws o f  ' I t h i s  world's maker" ( 8 1 ) -  



a n d  P r c n d i c k  a s e n s e  of Moreau's general c o m p e r c s c y ;  " P r e s e n t l y H  

s a y s  P r e c d i c k ,  a s  Moreau convinces him of t h e  f o i l y  of nis 

a c t i o n s ,  "I f o u c d  myself hot with s h a p e  a+ out m u t u a l  p o s i t i o n s u  

{ 7 6 ) ,  6 T h i s  q u a l i i y ,  t o g e s h e r  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  air of power 

a t t r i u o t e d  t o  R o s e a u  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  of s u c h  e p i t h e t s  a s  

"fftas.;ive", H ~ o f i c i ~ e ~ ,  n r e ~ ~ l ~ t e f * ,  '* b r o a d - s h o u l d e r e d * * ,  

" p o w e r f u l l y  built,..@ith a fine f o r e h e a d u ,  " a n  e x p r e s s i o r ,  of 

p u g n a c i o u s  r e ~ o l u t i o c ~ ~ ,  rein•’ o r c e s  h i s  a u t h o r i t y ,  

M o r e a u r s  status a s  controlling a u t h o r i t y  a l s o  e x p l a i n s  w h y  

t h e  Beast, people  remarl: human, riot only a f t e r  he h a s  left o f f  

d i rect  surqical m a n i p u l a t i o n  05 t h e m ,  b u t  a l s o  a f t e r  h e  d i e s ,  

A r b i t r a r y  a u t h o r i t y ,  vested i n  E o r e a u ,  r a r h e r  thas a n y  

p e r s o n a l i t y  i n d w e l i i n g  i n  t h e  Beast F o l k  t h e m s e l v e s ,  is t h e  

major b i w l i t g  force  of the  c o m m u r i t y  of Beast P e o p l e ,  T h a t  

a u t h o r i -  o n c e  g o n e ,  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  ~ e g i n s  t o  e r o d e  away, It is a 

moot  p a i n ? ,  h o w e v e r ,  whether t h e  c r o s i o n  is d result of r n e  

withdrawal of a u t h o r i t y ,  or u h e t k e r  i t  is c a u s e d  by  P r e n d i c k l s  

tardy a n d  i n c o m p l e t e  attempts to reassert a u t h o r i t y .  Fo r  

P r e s d i c k ,  ds f o r  Morcau ,  t h e  self-ness of t h e  Beast F o l k  c a n  

o n l y  h e  b e s t i a l ,  T h e  d a y  a f t e r  H o r e a u ' s  H e x p 2 a n a t i o r w ,  P r e n d i c k  

s p e a k s  wh" h o n t g o m e r y  on this s u b j e c t ,  "Ic p a r t i c u l a r ,  f was 

u r g e n t  t o  know h o w  these inhamax, monsters were kept from f a i l i n g  

------------------ 
&The doctor seems skilled i n  h i s  m a n i p u l a t i o n  of t h i s  p a x t i c u l d r  
e m o t i o 3 ,  i f i  t h e  a n i m a l s  (83, 33-31 ,  ic 2 r e n c i i c k ,  mzrq, a n d  ir 
his capitalizirig o n  @oztgumery*s y o u t h f u l  '%blunder1# (40, 1 1  5) . 



~ p o r ,  a o r e d u  a r ~ d  t'lontgomery, a n d  f r o @  r e n d i n q  one a n o t k e ~ ~ ~  ( 87 ) ;  

Moreau h i m s e l f  h a s  e a r l i e r  told P r c n d i c k  tkat he  " s e e s  t h r o u g h v  

a l l  the culture of the Beast P e o p l e ,  sees " i n t o  their v e r y  

s o u l s ,  ac3  [ s e e s !  there nothing but t h e  s o u l s  of b e a s t s ,  Seasts 

t h a t  p e r i s h - - a n g e r ,  a n d  t h e  l u s t s  t o  i i v e  a n d  g r a t i f y  

t h e i n s e l v c s f 8  ( 85 ) .  P r e ~ d i c k :  h a s  focussed on t h i s ,  a p p a r e n t l y  

i g n o r i n g  Moreau's f o l l o v i n g  statement that t h e y  are "odd [ a n d  

c o q l e x ,  l i k e  e v e r y t h i n g  else a l i v e ,  T h e r e  i s  a k i n d  of u p w a r d  

s t r i v i n g  in them.. ," ( 8 5 ) .  F e a r i n g  t h e i r  a s s e r t i o n s  of 

i n d e p e n d e n c e  (123-30) , P r e n d i ~ k  n i p s  is t h e  bud-- with a f'marif y 

L i e j j  ( 1  30 )  - - t h e  b e g i s i n g s  of t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a t i o n ,  

A t  "he b e g i n r i n g  of c h a p t e r  twenty-oce, "The reversion of 

the Beast P o l k v f ,  P r e n d i c k  awakes t o  f i n d  himself a l o n e  w i t h  the 

Beas? Folk, says t h e  Dog Man, 

are mad, T h e y  are  f o o l s , , . T h e y  s a y ,  "The Master is dead;  
t h e  O t h e r  w i t h  t h e  v h i p  IS dead.  T h a t  O t h e r  who w a l k e d  
i~ the S e a  is--as we are,  We h a v e  no Easter, no a h i p s ,  
~o House of P a i r t  any more. These is an end, We love the 
Law, a n d  will keep i r ;  b u t  t h e r e  is r o  p a i n ,  n o  Baster, 
no W h i p s  fur e v e s  a g a i n t a 3  ( '128-9),  

Prcndick3s a p p r e n e n s i o n s  are  f u r t h e r  i c c r e a s e d ,  when, w a l k i n g  

o v e r  to t hem " tnor ,e f  about t h e  f i r e  a t t e ~ p t e d  t o  s a l u t e  aef* 

( 1  30)  , Rcf - ing  on h i s  e a r l i e r :  belief, t h a t  Ploredu ' t h a d  i n f e c t e d  

their d w a r f e d  b r a i n s  with a, .  . d e i f i c a t i o n  of himselfw (65) 

D r e n d i c k  t e l l s  t h e  Beas? Folk That Moreau, t h o u g h  i n v i s i b l e ,  

still wa'ckes :hem ar:d that rxhe " E a s x r  am3 H o u s e  of P a i n  



w i l l  come a g a i n ,  Woe b e  t o  bin; who b r e a k s  t h e  Law!" (130) . 
M a k i n g  sure t h a z  t h e  Eeast F o l k  are awdre o f  kia power t o  wound 

t h e w  w i t h  h i s  h a t c h e t ,  P r e n d i c k  a n s w e r s  d o u b t s  which t h e y  raise. 

"In t h e  course of a b o u t  a n  hour I kad r e a l f y  c o x v i z e e d  several 

of t h e  Beasz F o l k  of t h e  t r u t h  o f  m y  a s s e r t i o n s ,  acd *aTked most 

of t h e  o t h e r s  i n t o  a d u b i o u s  s t a t e 3 #  ( 1 3 0 ) .  T h e  des l re  of t he  

Beast F o l k  t o  k e e p  t h e  L a w  e v e p  t h o u g h  tYoreau is " g o n e w  narks 

t h e  stazt o f  possibly d m o r e  human e x i s t e c c e .  By a t t e m p s i n g  t o  

r e s u r r e c t  "e a u t h o r i t y  o f  H o r e a u  i n  h i m s e l f  qip  a c o n c o c t e d  

r e l i q i o z ,  P r e n d i c k  may a s s u r e  t h e  eveczual d e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Beasz Polk into mere beasts. 

T h e  t h e o f  ogy u h i c h  Prendick i m p r o v i s e s  a f  tef Mor2au  * s  

d e a t h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i s  not far  fram t h e  t r u e  state of a f f a i r s .  If 

the a u + h o ~ i t y  u i e i d e u  ~y Moredu c o u l d  be k e p t  a c c i v e ,  t h e n  

Prendickts claims, + , h a t  he is t h e  Master (129) , %at  #'Evec now 

h e  a o r e d u  ] uztcbes u s , ,  , e v e r ,  now h e  listens aoove, . . If { 130) , 
wovlld b e  t h e  t r u t h .  However ,  P r e n d i c k  nzisses h i s  o g p o r t u n i r y ;  

I8rSai3. I k e p x y  c o u r a g e  up t o  t h e  l e v e l  of t h e  dawn 1 l 2 3 - 5 j ,  tad 

1 not, a l l o w e d  it tc e b b  away in s o l i t a r y  t k o u j h t ,  1 might h d v e  

qrasped t h e  v a c a n t  sceptre of H o r e a u ,  a n d  r u l e d  o v e r  t h e  Beast 

Peop3.e" ( 1 2 7 ) .  I a  terms of m y  p r e v i o u s  a r g u m n t ,  t h a t  the 

c h a r a c t e r s  e x h i b i t  affinities r a t h e r  t h a n  t rdi ts ,  I would s a y  

t h a t  t h e  p o s t u l a t i o n  of M o r e a u  a s  " h e  novel's cen t r a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  

mostly removes +5e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  I Loucd ear l ier  in his 

a p p a r e n t  atsecce of motivation, the accuriulat ion of actions that 



,, 

still d o e s  riot a c c o u n t  for h i s  a c t i o ~ s ,  A s  such dn authority tie 

w o u l d  not- s h o w  dcy a f f i n i t i e s  s i n c e  h e  ( a r ~ d  a f f i n i t y  t o  h i m )  

defines the icteractio~s of a11 t h e  others. 7 

A l a s t  p o i ~ ~ t  i n  a n a l y s i n g  Noleau zemaice, one a f r e ~ d y  
i 

t o u c h e d  upox krieffy i n  c h a p t e r  five of t h e  present paper ,  h i s  

e x a f t a t i o n  of pure r a t i o n a l i t y .  As par? of h i s  ' * e x p f a n a t i ~ r : ~ ~  

Boreart s a y s  more ( t h a r .  1: h a v e  y e t  e x a m i x , e d f  a b o u t  h i m s e l f ,  a n d  

more too a b o u t  zke n a t u r e  of t h e  u r * i v e r s e .  #hen h e  c a l l s  h i m s e l f  

"a r e l i g i o u s  macw a n d  s a y s  t h a t  he h a s  " s o u g k ?  t h e  laws of t h i s  

wor ld*s  nakcr all my life" (801, t h e  Z W O  sets o f  e ~ p l a n a t i o r t  

o v e r l a p ,  a s  they d o  a g a i r *  d few s e x t e n c e a  laxer, "To t h i s  day1* 

h e  s a y s ,  "I h a v e  L e v e r  t r o u b l e d  a t o u t  t h e  e t h i c s  of the matrer, 

T h e  s t u d y  o f  N a t u r e  makes a man at l a s t a s  remorseless a s  

i4aturefl ( 8 1 ) .  Thus it seeins t h a t ,  t h e  origin o f  H o r e a u * ~  g o d - l i k e  

a u t h o r i t y  lies i n  h i s  own self-identification n r i t h  this w o r l d ' s  

? f u n c t i o n a l i y ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  Moreau acss ,  as 1 c h a r a c t e r ,  l i k e  t h e  
?lnstate:l b u t  c l e a r l y  v i s i b l e  sr;ructuring zotiua:  i n  ?J%s T i m e  
3 9 ~ h i . l l e ~  t h e  coamon centre t o  w h i c h  a l l  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h a t  
n o v e l  tuinble, T h i s  centre of g r a v i t y  may be t h o u g h t  of as  a 
notion o f  a c u l t u r e  of d o e r s ,  men of ac t ioa ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  
T h e s e  l a ~ e r  a g p e a r ,  s c a r c e l y  a l t e r e d ,  a s  the t e c h n o c r a t s  who 
usher i n  t h e  mil f e n i u m  i n  @el lsr  v a r i o u s  later:  u t o p i a s ,  T h e  Time 
T r a v e l l e r  is t h e  epitome of t h i s  c u l t u r e  a b d ,  f ~ r  t h e  purposes 
of the story, r e p r e s e n t a + i v e  n i n e t e e z t h  c e n t u r y  man, Taus, 
t h o u g h  'he p r o f e s s i o n a l s  are bound %o reject his tale b e c a u s e  i t  
s u h v e f t s  * h e i r  v a l u e  s t r u c t u r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  i t  d e v e l o p s  c l e a r l y ,  
from t h d t  same v a l u e  structure, IE, B o r e a u  t h e  d o c t o r  is  
t h q r e f u r e  tte centre of the n o v e l t s  v a l o r i z a t i o n .  

8 T h i s  is oridy a n  implicit c l a i a  on & o r e i l u y s  p a r t ,  a d  seems +o 
w o r k  t h u s :  "1 s e e k  t h e  world's E a k e r ,  Nature's Creafor and 



T h e  p rocess  goes so f a r  a s  t o  e m i l e  Moreau  t o  claim that 

h e  nu  l o n g e r  com~assionates f o r  his v i c t i m s  a: a l l .  Become as 

r e m o r s e l e s s  a s  ~ a ? u r e  h e  i s  become n o t U n 4  n a t u r a l  law, p u r e  

r a t i o n a i i +  y totally d i v o r c e d  from a n i m a l i t r y .  ,$The  t h i r . g  b e f o r e  

y o u  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a n  ar+imal,  a f e l l o w - c r e a t u r e ,  b u t  a prob2em,  

S y m p a t h e t i c  $ d i n - - a l l  I krow of it 1 r e a e m u e r  a s  a t h i n g  I u s e d  

t o  s t l i f e r  from years  agois  ( 8  1 ) .  I n d e e d ,  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  

' * p h y s i o l o q i c a l  l e c t u r e 4 *  (761, Moreau  r e p e a l l e d l y  stresses his owsl 

emancipation f r o m  p a i n s  a n d  p l e a s u r e s :  "Yne s t o r e  men a n d  women 

s e t  on p l e a s u r e  a c d  p a i n ,  P r e n d i c k ,  is the mark o f  t h e  b e a s t  

upon them,  t h e  mark of t h e  h e d s t  f r o m  which t h e y  came,, ,[ a n d ]  

?hey a r e  f o r  u s ,  o n l y  s o  l o n g  a s  we wriqgie i n  t h e  d u s t "  ( 8 1 ) .  

Though i n  t h i s  r a r e f i e d  c o n d i t i o ~  he i s  f r e e  to p u r s u e  h i s  

cxiteriraez:tdi c o u r s e ,  h i s  v e r y  c o a , c e p t  o f  t h e  human i r o n i c a r l y  

q u a r d n z e e s  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  h i s  q u e s t .  A d m i t t i n g  t h a t  human ~ e i n g s  

s t i l l  show $Ithe m a r k s  o f  the b e a s t t f ,  h e  yet-, wishes t o  create 

humans who h a v e  this e s s e n t i a l  c o m p o n e n t  " b u r n e d  o u t n  of thew, 

------------------ 
8 ( c o n t l d )  U p h o l d e r ;  S imi ta te  h i s  n a t u r a l  processes; I n a v e  
become thereby as remorseless as M a t u r e ;  the Maker  o p e r a t e s  
d c c o r d i n g  to h i s  own L a w s  a d  i f  I a s  a Maker  a l s o  opera te  
a c c o r d i n g  z o  those  L a w s  t h e n  1 am like t h e  Make r ;  i n  f a c t ,  
n i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  of my i s l a n d ,  I am N a t u r e , "  It  seems 
u s l i k e f y  t h a t ,  a b s o r b e d  ir .  h i s  work, Boreau c o c s c i o u s P y  
r e c o q ~ i z e s  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n ,  b u t  rather s i m p l y  
o p e r a t e s  d s  if i t  were f a c t ,  w h i c h  e m o t i o n a l l y  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  is.  
Notice too  that, f o l l o g i n g  t h e  l i a e  of t h o u g h t  a l i t t l e  f u r t h e r ,  
t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  betweec " t h i s  world's makerfQas c r e a t o r  and 
Moreau a s  s u b - c r e a t o r  may be erased i2 t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  the two 
become i n d i s t i x g u i s h a b i e ;  h e n c e  Horeauls e n p h a s i s  o n  the 
necessity o f  a e s c h e r i c  c o s : v i c t i o n  w h i c k  h i s  T t h u m a ~ ~ l *  must 
p r o d u c e  him b e f o r e  h e  w i l l  a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e m  a s  truly human, 



Of h i s  f i r s t  mac h e  says,  j1It r e m e m b e r e d  me a n d  was t e r r i f i e d  

beyond  i m a c j i n d t i c n , .  , T h e  more I l o o k e d  a t  i t  the c l u m s i e r  it 

seemed, u n t i l  a t  l a s t  I p u t  t h e  wons'er out of its miseryn 

I t3  1-2) .9Pemember ing its p a i n f u l  o s i q i n s ,  t h e  c rea tu re  is  u c a b l e  

to move b e y o n d  these memozies a rAd a c c o r d i n g l y  can n e v e r  achieve 

Hureau's i d e a l  of t r a n s c e n d e n c e .  

I a s s u m e  h e r e  t h a t  M o r e a u g s  guest is  other '-hat what he 

s ta tes ,  T h o u g h  h e  s a y s  t h a t  it[ w h a t  ] I w a c t e d - - i t w a s  t h e  o n l y  

t h i n q  I wanted--[was] to f i ~ d  o u t  t h e  e x t r e m e  l i m i t  of 

p l a s + , i c i + p  i r ,  a l i v i n g  s h a p e * *  ( 8 1 ) ,  what in fac t  h e  pursues is  

a n  i d e a l i z e d  humdn image. t ie s p e a k s  elsevkere of c e r t a i n  animals 

being Getter than o t h e r s  f o r  J%an-making*g ( 8 2 )  a n d  of i ' c r a v i o y s  

instincts a n d l  desires t h a t  h a r a  huma~ity. . , a n g e r ,  h a t e ,  o r  

c rea%ing his h u m a n s .  "But I %ill coriquer yetH he says. +*Sach  

d i p  a i n t o  a b a t h  q u u r n i n g  
7 

p a i n ,  2 0 

s a y ,  T h i s  time I will b u r n  ou t  a h 1  t h e  animal, this time I will 

make a ra%ioxaf  creature of my ownt* [ S l i t .  T h e  ideal i s  s o  
.- 

a l i e n a % e  t h e  creature from i t s  own a-riyins by massive - 
f a i l  f o r  "it r e m e m b e r e d  me, and  was t e r r i f i e d t g ,  T h e  use of p a i n ,  

Vnce  again, k i l l i n g  a B e a s t .  i i c  p r ~ s ~ n % 4 + ~ ,  ctn ac t  of 
c h a r i t y  u h e  , c l e a r l y ,  t h e  c h a r i t y  i s  b e i n g  d o n e  by the ' 

h q m a g  for 21 _- 

1043 image o f  baptism, 



u h i c h  Moreau u r d e r s i a n u s  o n l y  t h r o u g $  o l d  meii~ories, a c x u a i l y  

strengthens that " s o m e t h i n g  I canriot touc5, s o a e n h e r e - 1  c a n u o t  

d e t e r m i n e  where--in t h e  seat o f  ~ f ~ e  emotions,, .a s t r a n g e  h i d d e n  

r e s e r v o i r  [%hat w i l l ]  b u r s &  s u i l d e n i y  a n d  ir .nur,daC.e the w h o l e  

c r e a t u r e  w i t h  anqer, hate, o r  f ea rH  (84) ,I1 

D i v o r c e d  f r o m  e m t i o n  h i m s e l f ,  Ploreau c a n  o n l y  deal  with i t  

i n  h i s  c r e a t i o ~ s  t h r o u g h  the impusition of a r i g i d  c o d e  of laws, 

H e  denies c o m p l i c i t y  i~ h a v i n g  f o r m u l a t e d  t h e  Law, p o s s i b l y  

because, being a series of p r o h i b i t i o n s  o f  ] * a c t s  o f  f o l l y w ,  " t h e  

maddes t ,  m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  a n d  most i n d e c e n t ,  t h i n g s  o n e  could well 

imagir,ew 1651, i t  recognizes the p o w e r  of t h a t  v h i c h  h e  a t t e n t p t s  

t o  e r a d i c a t e , l z  Horeau's e m p h a t i c  s a d i s m ,  his d e s i r e s  t o  master 

and p o s s e s s ,  f i n k  h i m  to the Time T r a v e l l e r ,  and  show c l e a r l y  

r k a t  rhe i d e a l  human h e  s e e k s  t o  create 1s a d o u ~ l e  of h i m s e i f ,  

one  who w i l l  b e  emancipated f r o m  a n i r n d i t y ,  from p l e a s u r e s  a n d  

p a i n s  a l i k e ,  T h i s  i s  what f meant when I said earlier that 

------------------ 
llIt i s  ~ o t e w o r t h y  t h a t  ira  a c o c v e r s a t i o n  with P r e n d i c k  a n d  
Monkgoiucry, t h e  Ape Man r e v e a i s  nhat  a p p a z m i z l y  h a v e  been d i n n e d  
i n t o  t h e  Seast Folk as t r a i t s  q u i n t e s s e n t i a l l y  human, t h a t  "You 
[ M o n t g o m e r y ]  n e v e r  b l e e d  l o r  weep, T h e  Plaster does  n o t  b l e e d  o r  
weepq1 ('34). f I i  its immediate c o n t e x t ,  t h e  p o i r i t  i s  that P r e r : d i c k ,  
h a v i n g  done both ttese t h i c g s ,  must b e  a B e a s t  P o l k ,  o r  s o  t h e  
Ape Man r e a s o r ~ s .  I n  a w i d e r ,  c r i t i c a l  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  p o i ~ t  is t h a t  
3oredu8s d e f i r - i t i o n  of h u m a c i t y  is a d e n i a l  o f  f l e s h l y  
r e a l i t y - - p e r h a p s  re la ted,  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  s h a r e d  s a d i s a ,  t o  t h e  
Time  traveller*^ f l e s h  r e v u l s i o n - - a n d  a d e n i a l  of t h e  emot,iosls;  
t h e  absence of w h i c h  two t h i n g s  would r e s u l t  i n  a n  e x t r e m e l y  , 

r e p r e s s e d  kicd o f  human beiag,  

1zThi . s  i s  a t r u i s m  of h i s ' o r i c a l  s t u d i e s ,  tha+ where o n e  f i n d s  
a b u n d a n t  a d  repeated p r o h i t i t i o r .  of a certaiin ac-, say, a s u r y ,  
"he "crimew is e r d e m i c ,  



s e l f - i d e n t i f i c a t i o c  w i t h  g o d ,  u i t h  t h e  wiawsyf of n a t u r e ,  is at 

b o t t o m  i d e n t i c a l  with h i s  claim no t  to f e e l  e n o t i o o ,  t h o u g h  i n  

s o  f a r  3s he t a k e s  pleasure in his work (35,  81) a24 feel3 t h e  

lesser p a i ~  of repeated f a i l u r e  to realize his a m b i t i o n  (841,  

h i s  c la ims are  a shdm, H i s  m i s a g p r - e b e c s k  o f  hiaself reflects 

t h e  c o n f u s i o n  ?ha+ exists e l s e w h e r e  i.2 she n d r r a t i v e ,  a n d  feeds 

i n t o  t h e  a a j o z  c r u x  uf the n o v e l ;  w h a t  i s  d i s r i c c t i v e l y  human, 

w h a t  i s  d i s i c c t i v e l y  animal?  I f  02-e car; f o r  a ~ o m e n t  accept t h a t  

V e i l s  inL,enlied Horeau t o  agpear tznbaf axed, o b s s e s s i v e ,  the;  his 

lack of mo+ivation a n d  the i r r a t i o n a l i t y  t h a t  e x i s t s  i c  h i n t  

u i t h ~ u ?  a x y  l e s s e n i n g  of r a t i o n a l  coctrol aqaic  add to this 

f u n d a m e ~ t a :  d m b i g u i t y .  IP t n e  e c d ,  Moreau" r r ? h l e s s  s e a r c h  f o r  
r;--\ 

?he seaas to crerittz r a t i o r t a l  creaxure of  m y  o ~ n "  is pursued 
--4 - L 

as v i o l e n ? l l y  a s  a ~ y t h i r - g  t h e  h u m a n s  may h a v e  to fear •’row t h e  

Beast F o l k  b u r s t i n g  + h e  bourds o f  the taw,  T h e  a p o t h e o s i s  of 

reason here results i~ a r e g i m e  e v e r i  more uest ial  ~ h a u  

i n s 5 . n c t u a J .  v i o l e n c e ,  f o r  i t  m u s t  d a y  i 2 s  own t r u e ,  b r u t a l  

n a t u r e  i n  order t o  m a i n t a i n  its i r t e g r i t y .  



XI. Allegory and She Beast F o l k  

S i n c e ,  i n  o n e  c o ~ n e c z i o n  o r  a n o t h e r ,  n e a r l y  e v e r y t h i n g  I 

i n t e n d e d  t o  s a y  a b o u t  t k e  Beast P e o p l e  h a s  a l r e d d y  beec said, 

the c h a n c e  h e m  to  analyse their c o l f e c t i v c  charac ter  a i s o  

a f f o r d s  a n  o p p o r t u ~ i t y  t o  r e c a l l  some s t a q e s  i r A  my line o f  

argument, T o  beyin w i t h ,  1 sa id  + h a t  + h e  Beast P e o p l e  share w i t h  
t- -. 

t h e  humans a c a p a b i l i t y  e i t h e r  f o r  r e a s o n  o r  h c s t i a i i t y  a3d too 

h a v e  a  k i n d  s e l f - ~ e ~ s ,  re la ted  h e r  human 
\ 

c h a r d c t e r r -  /. 1% uas, I/ fourid, d i f f i c u l ' .  t o  j u s z i f y  these 

p e r c e p t i o ~ s  by r e c o u r s e  t o  s p e c i f i c  q u o t a t i o r i s  and for t h a t  

reasor .  1 c a l l e d  t h e  bond  be tweer~ hunians a n d  Beast P o l k  a r ~  

n z a r 5 c u f a t c d  ace. B c lose r  e x a m i ~ a f  iori of tLe t e x t u r e  of zke2 

c a r r a t b y e ,  however,  s h o w s  that Wells3 c h o s e n  t e c h n i q u e s ,  

e m p h a s i z i n g  n o i s e ,  a u r a l  c o n i u s i o n ,  and r e d u c i n g  the v i s u a l  

c o r n p o n e a t t o  a " g r e e n  c o n f u s i o c f i ,  corselates w i t h  P s e n d i c k j s  

f r e q u e n t l y  confused acd d r e a m - l i k e  s t a t e  of mind, and o p e r a t e s  

t o  r e d u c e  t h e  d i s t a ~ c e  P r e n d i c k  assumes e x i s t s  between Beast 

P e o p l e  a n ?  humarLs, T h i s  g a p  narrows to v a c i s h i n g  i n  Brcndickqs 

e n c o u n t e r s  w i t h  t h e  L e o p a r d  Man, and i n  a n a l y s i n g  t h o s e  

e a c o u n t e r s  1 d e f i n e d  +hat & e r c e p t i o r -  of t h e  strange s e l f - n e s s  of 

t h e  B e a s t  F o l k  a s  a f i e l d / g r o u s d  e f fec t ,  This effect e x i s t s  n o t  

o n l y  f o r  P r e n d i c k ,  b u t  a l s o  f o r  t h e  z e a d e r  a24 bears a c l o s e  



embldnce to F r e u d 4  s de f  i r . i t i o n  

impo r t acx  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

of t h e  u n c a n z y ,  Somz of the 

of t h e  uncanLy are, the 

h e  r e p e t i t i o n  of +he same 

returns, f f  1 T C e s c  
---_I__-, 

characteristics are p r e s e x t  in Prendick*~ e n c o u r t e h s  with t h e  

L e o p a r J  Man, who is his s h a d o w  d o u h l e ,  the da rke r  side of his 
-.(-- --. -. 

self r e l e a s e e d i c k l s  d e n i a l  o f  h i s  own a n i m a l i t y ;  t h i s  - 
process, I fou~d, closely r e s e m b l e s  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  from t h e  hero 

of the sub-characters of an allegory, 

An e x a m i z a t i o n  of t h e  n o v e l  i n  this l i g h t  sho~ed, 

t h r o u g h o u t  the work, a  m a s s i v e  d o u b l i n g  of incidents aEd 

d e t a i l s .  T h e  doubl i r .g ,  i f  i t  is a t  a l l  coasc ious ly  done, a c t s  

f u n c t i o n a l l y  t o  b l u r  t h e  distir,clion betwwen h l ~ m a n s  a n d  azlimals, 

fRec%lI t k d t  cis k e  shoots the Leopard  kaz, P r e n l f i c k  says  h e  

" r e a l i z e d , .  ,the fact of its humani+ .yM,  the only c o n t e x t  ia wlricli 

t h e  Beast Folk's h u m a n i t y  i s  a l l o w e d  b y  P r e n d i c k  the s t a t u s  of 

f a c t , )  T h i s  indisti~ctness i s  a n  i n s i s t e n ?  c o u c t e r p o i c t  to 

Prendick's con t ra ry  assertions, and the d i s j u n c t i o n  f feEe 

between Prendick*~ commentary and the evezts of the story f o r c e d  

a r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  the Beast Folk a re  a marAfest clue w i t n i r ~  S h e  

z e x t  t o  t h e  w h o l e  k a t e a t  s t r u c t u r e  of d o u b l i n g .  

I t  is i n  t h e  i i e f d / y r s u n d  e f fec t  t o o  t k a t  t h e  r e a d e r  f i rs t  

b e g i n s  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  P r e ~ i d i c k  p e r h a p s  p r o t e s t s  t oo  much, f 



h a v e  a l r e a d y  c i ted  several passages which shou that i p .  

s i 9 u a 5 . o ~ ~  w h e r e  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  P r e ~ d i c k  ' s  e m o t i o ~ s  to u s u r p  

t + e  r easombleness  h e  v a l u e s  more h i g h l y ,  a n d  for h i s  emotiofis 

t o  c o c t r ~ l  5 F s  b e h a v i o u r  i n  s p i t e  of h l ~  ketter i r i t e z t i o n s ,  t h e y  

i n v a r i a ~ l y  d o  so ,  T h i s  h e  c a l l s  kls i r n a g i n a t i o c ,  h i s  t e n d e n c y  t o  

T 3 m y s t i f i c a t i o n  and s u s p i c i o n 8 '  (40)  . I n  j u s t .  s u c n  a s i t u a t i o n ,  

Prenlick's first w i t r - e s s i n g  of t h e  s a y i x g  of the L a w ,  a 

situation c h a r g e d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  by P r e r - d i c k  s mistaken b e l i e f  t h a t  

B o r e a u  i s  h u t t i n g  h i m  to take him tack to the "House  of P a i n 1 # ,  

P r e n d i c k  s a y s  t h i s ;  " A  kind o f  r h y t h m i c  f e r v o u r  t e l l  o n  a i l  of 

u s ;  we gabbled a n d  s w a y e d  f a s t e r  a n d  f a s t e r ,  r e p e a t i n 3  this 

amazicg law. S u p e r f i c i a l l y ,  t h e  c o n t a g i o n  of these s ru te  men was 

upon me, Sut d e e p  down w i t h i n  m e ,  l a u g h t e r  a n d  d i s g u s t  s t r u g g l e d  

t o g e t h e r H  (651, It, i s  n o t  c l ea r  whe%her  t h e  " l aug fa*e r  and 

d i s g u s t 1 '  e c h o i n g  u p  f r o m  i n s i d e  P s e ~ d i c k  o r i g i c a t e s  i n  his 

"rea l"  ( r a t i o n a l )  self t h a t  d e s p i s e s  and d r a w s  back  from t h e s e  

hideous c r e a t u r e s ,  or comes from his *Ireditt (alairnaf) self which  

scorns a n d  hates 'he L a w  i t se l f ,  T h e  i m m e d i a t e  conditio~s 

s u r r o u n d i n g  t h i s  e v e n t  do n o t  c l a r i f y  t h i s ,  except t o  the e x t e c t  

t h a t  +hey a r e  s u g g e s t i v e l y  l i k e  thosc o t h e r  occasions when 

P r c n 4 i c k 9 s  shadow s i d e  a p p e a r s ,  J u s t  b e f o r e  the passage a D O V e  he 

says, "1 c o u l d  h a v e  i m a y i r e d  I was a l r e a d y  d e a d  and i n  another * 

worlJw, a n d  just a f t e r  s a y s  + h a t  "1 c o u l d  h a v e  f a n c i e d  i t  f t h e  



scens] was  a d r e a m v  { 6 5 )  .2 T h i s  kiLd of s t a t emen t  t e n d s  to 

a x o u 5 e  "he r e a d e r ' s  s u s p i c i o n s  o f  P r c - d i c k ' s  c o m p e t e n c y  a s  

o b s e r v e r ,  t h u s  r e i e a s i ~ g  t h e  r e a d e r  r_o r e c o n s t r u c t  o t h e r  

c o n n e c t i n r s  b e t w e e r ~  'kc Beast F o l k  and t h e  h u m a n s ,  Oce e 3 d s  u; 

c r e a t i n g  a r a n g e ;  starting from s u c h  d e g e n e z a t e  B e a s t  F o l k  as 

t h e  Leopard  BarL, o n e  moves  n e x t  t o  t h e  3east f o l k  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

t h e n  t o  Montyornery,  t o  P r e n d i c L  a n d  finally t o  E o r e a u ,  a s  i f  

each  g r e w  out of t h e  o n e  p r e v i o u s  and were i n d e e d  a 

d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s t a g e ,  a n  e v o l u t i o n a r y  way s t a t i o n ,  

Now t h e  concept of t h e  d o u b l e ,  F r e u d  notes  i n  tha; same 

essay on l i T h e  Uncanny1$, 

can r e c e i v e  fresh m e a n i r g  from t h e  l a t e r  s t a g e s  of t h e  
e g o q s  developkxlec l ,  A s p e c i a l  a g e n c y  is slowly formed 
t h e r e  w h i c h  is able t o  s t a n d  o v e r  agair-st t h e  rest of 
A h e  ego, w h i c h  has the fu~ction af o b s e r v i n g  azd 
c z i t i c i i i r ~ g  t h e  seif azid of e x e r c i s i c g  a  c e n s o r s h i p  
w i t h i n  t h e  mind and n h i c h  we tecoac aware of a s  our  
m n s c i e u c e ,  I n  tbe p a t h o l o g i c a l  c a s e  o f  d e l u s i o n s  of 
m i n g  w a t c h e d ,  this mental a g e n c y  b e c o m e s  i s o l a t e d ,  
3 i s s o c i a L e e d   fro^ t h e  e g o ,  a n d  d i s c e r m b l e  t o  the 
p h y s i c i a n ' s  e y e ,  The f a c t  that a n  a g e n c y  of t h i s  k i n d  
e x i s t s ,  which  i s  able t o  t r e a t  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  e g o  l i k e  
sn object, the f a c t ,  t h a t  is, t h a t  man is c a p a b l e  of 
s e l f - o b s e r v a t i o n ,  r e c d e r s  it p o s s i b l e  To i n v e s t  t h e  o l d  
i d e a  o f  the d o u b l e  with a new m e a n i n g , ,  ,3 ------------------ 

z f 3 t e r e s " i n g l y ,  these same p e r s u a s i o n s  p r e c e d e  t h e  evects of t h e  
m a i n  n a r r a t i v e  i t s e l f .  J u s t  as the ;f=ecdchua~a conies to h i s  
rescne, P r e c d i c k  s a y s ,  "Z had a  persuasion I was d e a d  
and.. , ?bough t  what a jest i t  was t h e y  s h o u l d  coae too late, .  , t o  
f i n d  me i n  my bodyg3,  a n d  a f t e r  h e  h a s  b e e n  h a u l e d  o n  board ,  h e  
sees " h e  face of M*Lir,g,  x h i n k i n g  it is "a n i g h t m a r e i 3  ( 1 1 ) .  

3 P r e 3 d J  " T h e  Uncannyg\  Sg, V, XVII, p.  235. See a l s o  c h a p t e r  
f i v s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a p e r ,  n, 7 ,  8 ,  f o r  J u n g * ~  c o ~ m e n t s  on t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t k a t  such a d i s s o c i a t e d  p z t i o n  o f  the e g o  i n  
o S s e r v i n g  may e i t h e r  exercise judgement or be an acr o f  
s e l f - c z i t i c i s m .  Uhils F r e u d  d o e s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a r t i c u l a t e  t h e  



T h e  presence of doubling in the n o v e l  a c c o a r t s  f o r  my h e s i t a t i o n  

i n  t r e a t i n g  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a s  i f  they were, o r  were i n t e n d e d  t o  

b f s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  r ea l .  I n  "his cocnecriax c o a s i d c r  , fo r  

i n s t a n c e ,  + b a t  t h e  s c a t e r n e r . t  made b y  P r e r . d i c %  t h a t  P i o r i t g o a e r y  

p o s s e s ~ e s  a s l o w - b u r n i n g  b u t  (once i g : s i t e d )  a L  u n q u e n c h a b l y  

fiery t e m p e r  ( l 9 ) ,  may indicate a r e p r e s s e d  n a t u r e  a n d  tilay b e  

r e l a?ed  ( a s  I s a i d )  t o  h i s  f e a r  arid h a t r e d  o f  PIoreau ,  i n  s o  f a r  

a s  these may be d e m o n s t r a b l e ;  b u t  t h e r e  are r e a l l y  i n s u f f i c i e n t  

g r o u n d s  *o vindicate s u c h  a s s e r t i o n s ,  sicce t h e y  mas, resz on so 

meagre a textual basis, In Morepu a s  i n  h i s  o t h e r  s c i e n t i f i c  

r o m a n c e s  g e f l s  lends the c h a r a c t e r s ,  even t h e  major ones, 

i n d i v i d u a l i t y  sufficient o n l y  t o  g i v e  + h e  t a i e s  i a p e t u s ,  For 

'EheSe reasons + h e n ,  I a p p r o a c h  t b e  ~ ~ a r a c t e r s  i n  f u n c t i o n a l  

terms r a t h e r  t hac  t r y i n g  t o  c o n s i d e r  f i n e  a n d  (seally) 

i n c a l c u l a b l e  s h a d e s  oi r e a l i s m  i n  t h c i r  p r e s e ~ ~ t a t i o n ,  a y  

analysis, t h e s e f  ore ,  p i a c e s  more i m p o r t a n c e  o n  a f f i n i e i e s  t h a n  

on  .]uali%iies. T o  s o  proceed, l o c a t i n g  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  r e l a c i o n  

to one a c o t h e r ,  d e f i E i n g  the r u l e s  t h e y  seem t o  f i l l  i n  a 

larger, t r a ~ s - p e r s o c a l  s c h e m e ,  a c h a ~ a c t e r o l o g y ,  i s  i n  effect ?o 

reconstruct the n o v e l  a s  ac a l l e g o r y .  G i v e n  -he possibilities 

which Freudss * + f r e s h  ~ e a r i n q "  o p e a s  o u t ,  t o  s o  proceed  i s  i n  

-------_---------- 
3 (contqd) p o s s i b i l i t y  of s u p c r - e q o  d o u b l i n g  i t  is clearly one 
t h a t  may l e g i t i m d t c l y  b e  d e v e l o p e d  frori: s l ~ c h  s:atemen:s a s  
these. 



effect to postulate w i t h i n  the tale 4 p s y c h i c  a l l e g o r y ,  a  

p s y c h o ~ a c h i a ,  4 

T3e l q s p e c i a l  agencyu w h i c h  F r e u d  mcr : t i ons  is  a n  ear ly  

( 1 9 1 3 )  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t h a t  concept h e  later c a l l e d  t k e  

super-ago, In t h e  1 9 3 8  essay, "Ax O u t l i n ~  of P s y c h o - A n a l y s i s w ,  5 

h e  d e s c r i b e s  i t  iit some l e n g t h ,  It arises, h e  sciys, o u t  of t h e  

ego  i t s e l f ,  a s  e g o  s i a i l a r l y  arises o u t  of t k e  i d ,  d n d  carries 

o u t  $ h e r e  the f u n c t i o n s  p r e v i u u s f y  p e r f o r m e d  f o r  t h e  c h i l d  uy 

i t s  p a r e n t s ;  "it, o b s e r v e s  t h e  ego, g i v e s  it[ orders, j u d g e s  it 

a n d  "hratcas i t  w i t h  p u n i s h m e n t s ,  exac' ly like t h e  p a r e a t s  

whose  p l a c e  i t  h a s  t a k e n ,  We c a l l  t h i s  a g e n c y  the s u p e r - e g o  a n d  

a r e  aware  o f  i t  i n  its judicial f u ~ c t i o n s  a s  o u r  c o ~ s c i e n c e , ~ ~ ~  

B u t  i n  p e r f o r m i t g  these f u n c t i o n s  the supe r -ego  a c q u i r e s  added 

power .  + l i t  i s  a zemar.)rai;fe thing t h a r  t h e  s u p e r - e g o  often 

i i s p l a y s  a s e v e r i t y  f o r  which no  m o d e l  h a s  b e e r  p r o v i d e d  by zhe 

4The  way i n  w h i c h  I. bave developed t h i s  n o t i o n  i s  of course  my 
r e s p o n s i h i l i Z y ,  buz  the suggestion stems from M, Harris, 
+*Scierce F i c t i o r ,  a s  t h e  Dream ar.d N i g h t m a r e  o f  P r o g r e s s u  ( P a r t  
2 ) ,  West, Coast F e v k e w ,  V. X ,  1 (June I 9 7 5 f ,  pp. 22, 23, See a l s o  
W i l l i a m  Reflamy, z& N o v e l s  of WellsL E e Q m t :  G a l s w o f t h y  
(London: R o u t l e d g e  a n d  Kegan P a u l ,  3'371), p .  5 0 ,  where  h e  m a k e s  
a s i m i l a r  claim for &ellsf  zhg ,TTgg & c h i n e ,  a n d  ibid., p.  68, 

s Y r e u d ,  (1338 )  "An O u t l i n e  of  P s y c h o - A n a l y s i s 1 *  (London: H o g a r t h  
Press, 1963)  , trans, a n d  e d .  by James S t r d c h e y ,  V. 35 i n  ah 
I x t e r n a % i u n a l  Ps~cko-AnaI.y&~tAp1 Library. V o l u m e s  i n  t h i s  series 
h e r e a f t e r  c i t e d  a s ,  F r e u d ,  (da te )  t i t l e ,  Ig&, V, n u m b e r ,  
p u b l i c a t i o n  d a t e .  T h e  zl?& text is  i n  t h i s  case, a s  i n  most 
o t h e r s ,  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  of 52. " O u t l i ~ e ~ ~  i s  i n  S2, Y, XXIfI, ' 

pp., 333-207. 



r ea l  p a r e n + , $ ,  d n r i  m o r e o v e r  t h a t  i t  c a l l s  '-,he ego to a c c o u n t  n o t  

o ~ 1 y  f u r  i t s  d e e d s  b u t  e q u a l l y  f o r  1% t h o u g h t s  and  u c e x e c u t e d  

intentions, of w h i c h  t h e  s u p e r - e g o  seen;s -,o h a v e  k n c ~ w l e d g e , ~ ' 7  

Tbe o r i g i z  of t h i s  u r twor ted  s e v e r i t y  may b e  c _ f a r i f i e d  oy 

r e f e r e n c e  + o  F r e u d ' s  c o m m e n t s  i n  the ( 3 3 1 7 )  ~ntrodpc&t.~y 

Lectures, w h e r e  h e  s a y s  that t h e  s u p e r - e g o  ( o r  ego i d e a l  a s  h e  -------- 
t h e n  t e r m e d  i t)  is c r e a t e d  "wi1:h r B e  i n k e n t i o n  of 

r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s e l f - s a t i s f a c t i o n  w h i c h  was attached t o  

p r i m a r y  infantile n a r c i s s i s m .  " 8  f n o t h e z  words, t h e  super -ego  

allows ;he o r g a c i s m  to f e e l  p l e a s u r e  (a p l e a s u r e  similar t o  t h a t  

p r e v i o u s l y  e x p e r i e ~ c e d  i n  g r a t i f y i c g  i n s t i ~ c ? u a l  Aesires) i r i  t h e  

s u c c e s s f u l  c i r c u m v e n t i o n  o f  i n s t i n c t u a l  d e s i r e s .  T h e  s e v e r i t y  of 

+ h e  s l l y e r - e g o  r e s u l t s   fro^ t h e  c5ild8s r e p r e s s i o n  o f  hostility 

t o u a r d s  the  p a r e n t ,  Turciny t h i s  h o s s i i i t y  i n w a r d s ,  t h e  e g o  

u n a v o i d d b l y  ac t s  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  destructive i m p u l s e ,  fn t h i s  way 

a c a t h e x i s  is f o r m e d  frcm i d  t h r o u g h  s u p e r - e g o  to e g o ,  w h i c h  

l a t t e r  is treated a s  a n  o b j e c t a s  I t  i s  ix t h i s  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  

s u p e r - e g o  is a aoubfe f o r  t h e  i d ,  a n d  i t  i s  t h i s  too  w h i c h  

a c c o m t s  f o r  t h e  a b i l i t y  of "he s u p e r - e g o  l o  u z i t e  w i t h  t h e  i d  

P F r e u d ,  I b i d , ,  1 ) .  3 3 5 ,  n, 2, w h e r e  t h e  e d i y o r s  noze that 
c a t h e x e s  a r e  * i c h a r g e s  of p s y c h i c a f  e n e r g y  c o z c e n t r a t e d  upon 
o b j e c t s , t 1  T h e y  a l s o  no%, &&id, p ,  335, n ,  2 ;  *$The c o n c e p t  o f  
Eesstzunqgp ( c a t h e x f r s ) ,  c h d s g e s  of p s y c k i c a l  c r i e r y y ,  is ----- -- 
f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  F r e u d * ~  t h e o r i e s . * '  A Z u l l e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of  
cathexes is a p p c ~ d e d  t o  F r e u d ' s  ( 1 8 9 4 )  H N e u r o - l ) s y c h o s e s  of 
Defenseq*, SS, Y, 111, pp,  6 3 - 8 ,  



a n d  "make copmon cause d y a i n s t  -he h a r d - p r e s s e d  e g o ,  " 1 0  ~ u t  suc*h 

a c o n 4 L t i o r L  i s  a l r e a d y  p a t h o l o g i c a l  since i n  ] c o r m a l ,  stable 

states, . , tRe s u p e r - e g o  is n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  f r o n  t h e  e g o ,  

t ~ e c a w i .  t h ~ y  work + o g e t h e r  h a r n o z l o u s l y ,  This split sta", caz 

lea4  to a f u r t h e r  f r a g r n e n z a t i o z  of t h e  ego ,  ~ i t h  t h e  c r i t i c a l  

f a c u l t i e s  becoming  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  u u t s i d e  t h e  e g o  a s  a shddow 

d o u b l e ,  lz 

An e x a r n i c a t i o r  o f  the n o v e l  shows t h a t  t h e  f i g u r e  who most  

c l e a r l y  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  tha-f the s u p e r - e g o  i s  Moreaa ,  t h e  

creator of t h e  Beast Folk, t h e i r  p u n i s h i n g  f a t h e r  a n d ,  t h r o u g h  

:he a g e n c y  o f  t h e  Zdw, t k e  v o i c e  of t h e i r  (collective) 

I z F r e u d ,  I n t r o d u c t o r y  & e c ? u r ~ s ,  %, V, X V I ,  pp ,  428-9: ", , , t h e r e  
a c t u a l l y  e x i s "  sin the e g o  an a g e n c y  w h i c t  u f c e a s i n q l y  o b s e r v e s ,  
c r i t i c i z e s  axid c o m p a r e s ,  a c d  i o  t h a t  way s e t s  i t s e l f  o v e r  
a g a i n s t t h e  o t h e r  part of t h e  e g o ,  WE b e l i e v e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a -  
the p a t i e n t  is b e t r a y i n g  a t r u t h  t o  u e  w h i c h  i s  n o t  yet 
s u f f i c i e ~ t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  when h e  c o m p l d i n s  t h a t  h e  i s  s p i e d  upon 
a n d  o b s e r v e d  a t  e v e r y  step h e  takes a n d  t h a t  e v e r y  o n e  of h i s  
t h o u g h t s  is reported and c r i t i c i z e d .  H i s  ocly mistake i s  ic 
r e g a r d i n g  this u n c o m f a s t a b l e  p o w e r  a s  s o m e k h i n g  alien TO hi m  a n d  
p l a c i n g  it o u t s i d e  h i m s e l f ,  B e  senses a L  a g e r , c y  h o l d i n g  s w a y  i n  
h i s  e g o  w h i c h  measures h i s  a c t u a l  ego acd each of i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  
by  an ideal ~ q p  t h a t  h e  has c r e a % d  f o r  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  course o f  
h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  We b e l i e v e ,  t o o ,  t h a t  t h i s  c r e a t i o n  was made 
w i t h  t h e  i l c t e n t i v n  of r e e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  s e l f - s d t i s f a c t i o n  
v h i c h  $as  a t t a c h e d  l o  p r i m a r y  i n f a ~ t i l e  n a r c i s s i s m ,  b u t  wh ich  
s i n c e  t h e n  h a s  s u f f e r e d  so many d i s t u r b a n c e s  a n d  
m o r t i f i c a t i o n s , ,  ,when i n  d e l u s i o n s  of o S s e r v a t i o n  i t  [ the i d e a l  , 

ego] b e c o m e s  s p l i t  u p  it r e v e a l s  t o  u s  i t s  o r i g i n  froin t h e  - 
i n f l u e n c e  o f  p a r e n t s ,  e d u c a t o r s  a n d  +Ce s o c i a l  e n v i r o n m e n t - - 2  rom 
an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  with some of these f i q u ~ e s , ~ *  See also F r e u d ,  
E q 9  224 24, p *  - 49. 



conscience, X E  the e a r l i e r ,  d e t a i l e d  exami r , a t i oz  of Morcau a s  

" 5 e  c e n t r a l  d u t h s r i t y  o f  t h e  n o v e l  showed ,  h e  is, i n  the m i n d s  

o f  $ h e  Beast F o l k  arid H o n t g o m e r y ,  LO less zhan  in his own 

estimation, a l i r e r a l  god,  "1 car .  see  t h r o u g h  i t  a l l g 3  h e  s a y s ,  

"see ir i to their v e r y  s o u l s ,  a n d  see ?here n u t h i n g  b u t  t h e  souls 

o f  beasts, b e a s t s  t h a t  ~ e r i s h - - a n g e r ,  arad t h e  iusrs t o  l i v e  and 

gratify t h e m s e 3 . v e s f T  ( 8 5 ) .  T h e  a b i l i t y  t o  see i n t o  souls a n d  

p e r c e i v e  therein " t h o u g h t s  and ufiexecuted intentionst1, which the 

Reas? f o l k  a l s o  e v i d e n t l y  b e l i e v e  Moreau capable o f ,  is a 

c h a r d c + e s i s t i c  of the s u p e r - e g o ,  Bore i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i t  is 

ckiarac terist ic of t h e  image o f  tke p r o h i b i t i n g  f a t h e r  a n d  

p u n i s h i n g  q o d ,  b o t h  o r  e i t h e r  of w h i c h  may  for^ c o m p o n e n t  p a t s  

of + h e  supe r - ego .  In his (1131 3 )  Totem mij Taboo, Freud traces in 

the d e v e f o 2 w e n t  o f  ~ e i i y i o r ~  the a t t e m p t s  o f  me +o r e d u c e  

O e d i p d l  t e n s i o n s ,  those same t e n s i o n s  f rm which u f t i m a t s l y  

a r o s e  t h e  s u p e r - e g o ,  n o t i n g  t h a t  #'at b o t k o m ,  God i s  nothing 

other t h a n  a n  e x a l t e d  f a t h e r m w I 3  I r  t h e  (19231 fT E q l t  g d  t_&g 

A i l ,  s p e a k i n g  of the " e g o - i d e a l H ,  Freud e x p r e s s e s  t h i s  t h o u g h t  

still more l u c i d l y ;  **even  o r d i n a r y  normal m o r a l i t y  h a s  a h a r s h l y  

r e s t r a i n i ~ y ,  c r u e l l y  p r o h i b i ' i v e  q u a l i t y .  It is  from t h i s  

i n d e e d ,  ' h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  arises of ac i n e x o r a b l e  h i g h e r  being 

13.3'rt?u4d, ( 1 3 3 3 - 1 4 )  wTo+,eni and  Taboo", %, V. XZEI, p.  347, See 
a l s o  F r e u d ,  ( 1 3 1 4 )  "Or, S c i i o o l h o y  P s y c k o l o g y t f ,  i n  ",be same V, p, 
2 4 3 f f .  



who metes out p u c i ~ f a m e n t . ~ ~ 1 *  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  s e v e r i t y  t h a r  t h e  

s u p e r - e g o  o f t e n  e x h i b i t s ,  f u e l e d  ~y e n e r g i e s  c a t h e c t e d  from t h e  

i d ,  c o r r e l a t e s  c l o s e l y  w i t h  Moreau4 s p e c u l i a r l y  dscetic s a d i s m ,  

whic3 e lcoppsses  L o t h  h ~ s  work w i 3  hhe hcscal2cl and his 

c r e a t i o n  and n a n i p u l a t i o n  of t h e  L a w  which centres  a n  h i m s e l f .  

A super-ego c a n  o n l y  come i n t o  e x i s t e ~ c e  i n  r e l a ~ i o n  t o  a n  

ego ,  a n d  t h i s  r o l e  is  f u l f i l l e d  b y  the Beast F o l k .  As 1 n o t e d  

above, t h e  s p l i t e i c g  of e g o  from s u p e r - e g o  denotes a n  a b n o r m a l  

c o n d i t i o n ,  a ~ d  a cons idera t io& of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  

Beaat Folk confirms P h i s ,  l i v i n g  a s  they d o  i n  p e r p e t u a l  d read  

of s r e a k i c g  t h e  L a w ,  and iri dread of t h e i r   ow^ r e s u r g e n t  desire 

z3 d o  e x a c 5 l y  that. I n  Eqo qpd fg F r e u d  claims that t h e  ego is 

d a n y e r s  f rom three d i r e c t i o n s t a ,  15 

------------------ 
1 4 F r e u d ,  ( 1 9 2 3 )  The Egg sag the_ La, sE, V, XTX, p, 54, See a l so  
P r e u a ,  j 1 9 2 2 )  S e v e n . F _ e e ~ t h  C e c t u r p  D e m o n o f o y i c a l  Neuros i s t* ,  
same V., p p .  63-105, e s p e c i a l l y  t h i s ,  on p .  8 5 - 6 ,  w h e r e  God a n d  
S a t a n  a r e  c o m p a r e d :  Jv,,,we know t h a t  God i s  a  f a f h e r - s u b s t i t u t e ;  
or, more e x a c t l y ,  t h a t  h e  is d n  e x a l t e d  f a t h e r ;  0s y e t  again, 
t h a t  h e  i s  a copy of a f a t h e r  as h e  is seen a n d  e x a l t e d  i.2 
c h i l d h o o d - - b y  i c d i v i d u a l s  i n  their owc c h i l d h o o d  and b y  mankind 
i n  i ts  p r e h i s t o r y  a s  t h e  f a t h e r  of t h e  p r i m a l  horde,,,If t h e  
benevolent aci? r i g h t e o u s  i s  a s u b s t i t u t e  for {the s o n * s f  f a t h e r ,  
it is not  to be wondered a t  t h a t  h i s  h o s t i l e  a l t i t u d e  to h i s  
f a t h e r ,  too, which is o x  of h a t i n g  a n d  f e a r i n g  h im a n d  of  
making c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  him, s h o u l d  h a v e  c o n e  t o  expression i n  
t h e  crcat ior  of S a t a n ,  T k u s  t h e  f a t h e r ,  it seems, i s  - h e  
i r , d i a . i d u a l  p r o t o i y p e  of both God azd the Devil," 

' S F r s u d ,  I h i d , ,  p,  57. Note d l s o  t h a t  w h i l e  F r e u d  s a y s ,  i n  
13338) " O u t l i n e H ,  32?_L, V. 35, y, 22 ,  t h a t ,  i n  unoraaf ,  s t an l e  

s t a t e s , , . t h e  s u p e r - e g o  i s  not d i s t i n g u i s h e f i  from she e g o ,  
b e c a u s e  they work t o g e t h e ;  h a c m o a i o n s 2 y 1 ~ ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  s p l i t t i n g  
of t5e two, n e c e s s a r i l y  i ~ i v o l v i n g  a weakexinng of the e g o ,  is  a 



f r o 9  t h e  d e r n a ~ d s  o f  t h e  i d ,  from those  oE e x t e r n a l  r e a i i t y ,  a n d  

from t h e  s u p e r - e g o ,  The B ~ a s t  People's cox2 lict: with " e x t e r : i d l  

reality*' i s  r e f l e c z e d  i n  t3e i r  o n l y  part.;y s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t s  

t o  i n i t i a ' e  a c u l t u r e ,  s w a d d i i n g  themselves i n  t h e  c l o t h  Yoreau 

s u p p l i e s ,  makir,g " r o u g h  vessels of l a v a  and woodff ( S 3 ) ,  b u i l d i n g  

" e m s e l v e s  " d e n s u ,  a n d ,  t h o u g h  t h e i r  q q b o v e i s  a re  rather better 

that t h o s e  o f  t h e  KdnakaQs" (82-31,  living a g e n e r a l l y  w r e t c k ~ e d  

e x i s t e n c e .  T h e i r  m a j o r  c o n f l i c t ,  h o v e v s r ,  and  t h a t  which 

g e n e r a t e s  t h e  greatest anxiety comes from t h e i r  b e i n g  c a p a b l e  of 

ci+ h e r  reason oa: bestiality, t h e i r  battles a g a i n s t  s u p e r - e g o  or 

T h e i r  h e s i t a n t  i c d i v i d u a t i o n  i s  s u b o r n e d  from t h e  s c a r %  Dy 

the Law arid their own i n s t i n c t s ,  i n  ~ u c h  t h e  same way t h a t  the 

chiidis i ~ m a t u r e  e g o  i s  forced to a n u  f a i L s  "to deal with t a s k s  

w h i c h  i t  c o u l d  c o p e  w i t h  lakeef or, v i t k  t h e  u t m o s t  easegq, 1 6  i n  

dealing tha; is, with Oedi2al c o n f l i c t s ,  w n e r e i n  i n s t i n c t u a l  a n d  

cul taral  c h a l l e n g e s  io t k L e  o r g a n i s m ' s  i n d i v i d u a t i o n  meet a ~ d  

c o m b i ~ e ,  *'No human i n d i v i d u a l  is s p a r e d  such t r a u m a t i c  

-*-*-_-*---------- 

15  ( ~ o r - t * d )  p a ? h o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  (291,  i n  i??g p a  l a  h e  o f t e n  
s p e a k s  as if a t y p e  of this s p l i t  c o n d i ? i o n  were itself normal, 
as f o r  instance p. 3 5 ,  where  super-ego d i f f e r en t i a : i on  attains 
the status o f  (afmos%f b i o l o g i c a l  ~ e c e s s i t y ,  This ~ a k e s  i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r ~ i a e  whether ic f a c t  F r e u d  r e g a r d s  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  a s  p a t h a l o g i c a l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  since t h e  ba s i s  o f  the 
a i T f e r a n + i a t i o n ,  a n d  the b d s i s  roo o f  a n y  n e u s o s i s  (an O e d i p a l  ' 

complex v i t h  a t t e c d a n t  t r a u m a s )  happens t o  a l l  men (42). 



e x p e r i e n c e s ;  note escapes % h e  r e p r e s s i o n s  r o  w h i c h  they give 

r i s eav I7  F o r  # e l l s *  Beast F o l k ,  a s  f o r  F r e u d ' s  Man, the r e s u l t  

i s  n e u r o s i s ,  " w h i c h  involve[ s f  p e r m a n e a t  restrictions o n  f: t h e i r  ] 

i n t e r n a l i z e  W o r e a u ' s  r e p r e s s i o a  o f  themselves, even t h o u g h  t h e  

' *Sayer  of the Laww krrows that t h a t  L a w  is ds evil as the evil it 

seeks t o  a b a t e ,  1 9  

' e v i l  are t h e  p u n i s h m e n t s  h e  s a y s  ] of those who 
b r e a k  t h e  Law, Ncnc e s c a p e . '  

*??one e s c a p e , '  s a i d  t h e  B e a s t  P o l k ,  g l a n c i n g  
f u r t i v e l y  a t  each other, ., 

'Norie escape,' s a i d  t h e  g r e y  c r e a t u r e  i n  t h e  
comer ,  

r N o n e  e s c a p e f a  s a i d  t h e  Beast P e o p l e ,  L o o k i n g  
a s k a ~ c e  a t  oEe a n o t h e r , ,  , 

' F o r  everyoLe t h e  w a r ~ t  t h a t  is b a d , '  s a i d  s h e  grey 
Sayer of the Law, , ,  

'None e s c a p e , '  s a i d  t h e  men i n  t h e  doo rway .  ,. 
'None e s c a p e , '  s a i d  t h e  Ape ?!an, s c r a z c h i ~ i g  h i s  

c a l f ,  
' N o n e  e s c a p e , '  s a i d  the i i t t i e  p i n k  s i o t h  c rez txre .  
' P u n i s h m e n *  i s  sharp a n d  s u r e ,  Therefore  l e a r n  t h e  

Law, Say the words? '  (65-7) 

T h e  b c h a v i o u r  of t h e  Beast Folk d e s c r i b e d  h e r e ,  and e l s e w h e r e ,  

a s  u r - t i v e H ,  "ab jectl ' ,  " l o o k i n g  askance4\ reinforces t h i s  

impression of t h e m  a s  a n x i e t y - r i d d e n  a n d  n e u r o t i c .  I t  i s  
L- 

slightly u n s e t ' l i n g  too, that Wells s h o u l a  p i c p o i n t  a s  a s o u r c e  

of t h e i r  a n x i e t y  a conviction i~ the Beast P e o p l e  of o r i g i n a l  

IgThouyh of course t h e r e  is  no i n t r n a $ i o n  t h a t  h e  recognizes 
t h a t  h e  knows t h i s ,  w h i c h  closedriesa i s  q u i t e  i n  b e e p i n g  w i t h  
h i s  role h e r e  of a p a r t i c l e  of a p s y c h i c  p a r t ,  



s i n - - " F o r  e v e r y m e  the w a n t  t h a t  i s  ZadN--ar..d that h e  ties t h i s  

c l o s e l y  to t h e i r  f u r 2 i v e ,  o r  n e u r o t i c ,  b e h a v i o u r .  In Freud t o o  

neurosis is ic a  sense e * ~ u i v a l e ~ t  t o  o r i g i n a l  s i n ,  the r e s ~ l t  of 

u n a v o i d a b l e  c o n f l i c + s  o n e i s  ego h a s  w i t h  one i s  i n s t i n c t s ,  I t  

stems b o t h  f r o m  t h e  nature of Freudts Han a n d  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  i n  

F r e u d  a s  i n  Wells, " n o n e  e s c a p e s 3  :cis k i n d  of p s y c h i c  

d e f o r m a t i o n ,  2 0  F r e u d  i3sists t h a t  ~ e u r o s i s  i s  iwiscapable ,  f n 

the T ~ L ~ E ~ ~ ~ I C ~ O T ~  Lecturg; [ l 3 1 7 ) ,  ir. f a c t ,  he says t h a t  t h e s e  

k i n d s  of c o n f l i c t  *!may pe rhaps  o ~ f y  o c c u r  i n  human beiogs, and  

on t h a t  n c c o u n ?  n e u r o s i s  may,  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  constituze 

their g r e r o g a t i v e  o v e r  the a ~ i m a l s . ~ ~  2 1  f r  s h o r t ,  being human 

mean; t h a t  ~ e u r w s i s  i s  u n a v o i d a b l e  a n d  u?avoidabfy f l aws  e v e r y  

one of o u r  natures. 

------."*---------- 
2oTn theological terms man f e l l  a s  a result of d i s o b e d i e n c e  t o  
god; h e  f a i l e d  t o  m e d i a t e  bet ween obedience t o  t h e  s e r p e n t ,  who 
u r g e d  self-assertion, and obedie rxe  to god, who demanded 
s e l f - a b n e g a t i o n ,  If p s y c h o - a n a l y t i c  terms maE is  a 
c r e a t u r e  i n  so far a s  h e  s u f f e r s  c o n f l i c t s - - a n d  heLce has formed 
r e p r e s s i o n s - - a s  a r e s u l t  of u ~ s u c c e s s f  ully media tizg between the 
d e m a n d s  of r e a l i t y  ( o r  s u p e r - e g o  f o r c e s  a s  t h e y  are e m b o d i e d  i n '  
s o c i e t y )  acd his i n s t i n c t u a l  demands; is f a l l e r  then, i n  so Zar 
a s  3e is x e u r o t i c ,  



XII. Allegory and a dreaming P r e n d i c k  

Q h i l e  t h e r e  is ap u ~ d o u b t e d  c o r ~ e s p o r ~ d e c c e  b e t w e e n  F r e u d ' s  

e g o  a r d  the c v f l e c t i v e  charac ter  of 'he Be3st F o l k ,  i t  d o u l d  be  

more c o r r e c t  1 t h i n k ,  t o  call t h e m  an i m m a t u ~ e  ego-id, t h a t  i s ,  

an i m m d t u r e  ego, a n d  o n e  k e p t  s o  b y  Horeau's f ierce repression,  

I n  o t h e r  words, it wou ld  be  a mistake t o  seek a p o i n t - b y - p o i n t  

c o r n p a r i s i o n  of the texts of Wells and F r e u d ;  it i s  e n o u g h  m e r e l y  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a strong para l le l i sm,  

H a v i 3 g  d o n e  t h i s ,  i t  is easy t o  see that +he a f l e g o r y  a s  s o  

f a r  r e c o n s t z u c t e d ,  t h o u g h  1 have g i v e n  i t  a p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  

gloss, is i n  fact v e r y  l i l t t le  d i f f e r e ~ t ,  ",a?) o t h e r  a l l e g o r i e s  i n  

r h e  E u r o p e a n  t r a d i t i o c  whose coLcexs also c e n t r e  a r o u n d  

problems g e n e r a t e d  b y  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  of a divided c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  

of a r a d i c a l  d i s c o n t i n u i t y  i c  e x p e r i e n c e ,  " I T h e ]  & l l u m  

i n t c s t i x u m f 3  co tes  C ,  S, Lewis in his &&Leggyp of Lqpe, qtis t h e  ---------- 
root of a l l  a l l e g o r y " , %  a n d  t h i s  was stems from a c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

o f  d i v i d e d  w i l l ,  w h i c h  m e a n s  nneccessarily t o  t a r n  the mi@d i n  

upon i t s e i f , " z  T h o u g h  h e  d o e s  n o t  e x p l a i n  why--beyond a s c r i b i c y  

it t o  a k i n d  o f  z e i t g e i s t - - L e w i s  n o t e s  t h a t  this c o r , s c i o u s r t e s s  

I C ,  S ,  L e w i s ,  Eke Alleqpgy QE Love: A !i%gdp i~ wd&eqq& 
W a d i t i o L  ( l o n d o z :  Oxford U a i v ,  P r e s s ,  1936, 1958) ,  p. 6 8 ,  



a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  E u r o p e a n  t r a d i t i o n  i n  Foman i m p e r i d  t~mes,3 arid 

is r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  experierce of tempta:lor+, a c o g n i z a n c e  of a 

f a i l u r e  to be mozaf.4 

S n  p e r v a s i v e  t h r o u g h  time is t h i s  e x p e r i e z c e ,  t h 3 t  even 

eighteen c e n t u f i e s  later, F r e u d  f r e g u e x t l y  r e s o r t s  t o  a l l e g o r y  

and  p a r a b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  h i s  p e r c e p t i o n  of t h e  n e u r o t i c ,  d i v i d e d  

c o n s c i o u s a e s s .  Oc o n e  s u c h  o c c a s i o n ,  c o m p a r i n g  an  ego and  its 

n e u r o s e s  So a n  Arab r i d i n g  a camel a f o c g  a p r e c i p i c e ,  a n d  

r e p r e s e n t i n g  the a p p e a r a n c e  of a c o n f P i c t  a s  a lion block ing  t h e  

n a r r o w  p a t h ,  Freud says  t h e  r i d e r  I*saw n o  way out, . . g u t  the 

animal t h o u g h t  o t h e r w i s e . ,  .[and took o n e  leap w i t h  h i s  rides 

into t h e  d b y s s . "  Freud t h e n  a p p e n d s  a "moraltt t o  t h e  e f f e c ? t h h t  

i g d e a l i n ~  with a c o c f l i c t  by f o r i n i n g  s y m p t o a s  [ ie, f e a p i n q  i n t o  

+he a b y s s ]  is a f t e r  a l l  an  a u t o a a t x c  Frocess whrch  c a n n o ?  p r o v e  

a d e q u a t e  t o  t h e  d e m a n d s  o f  l i f e ,  a n d  i n  w h i c h  t h e  subject Bas 

abandoned the use of h i s  b e s t  a n d  h i g h e s t  p o w e r s ,  I f  t h e r e  were 

a c h o i c e ,  i t  would b e  preferable  t o  go down i n  a n  h o n o u r a b l e  

s t r u g g l e  with f a t e , " "  T h i s  i s  whar, t h e  a n a l y s t  f a c i l i t a t e s ,  a n  

h o n o u r a b l e  s t r u g g l e .  Though  F r e u d  lessens t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which a  

3See a l s o  S a n d i s o n ,  pe size, p. 6 2  ox i m p e r i a l i s m  a n d  p e r s o n a l  
r e l a t i o n s ,  

* L e w i s ,  22 tit., pp. 53-61, L e w i s 1  f o r m u l a t i o n  raises a number 
of p r o b l e m s ,  n o t  Che l e a s t  of w h i c h  i s  h i s  u s e  o f  R r i s t o t l e  as a 
riormative f o r m u l a t i o n  of classic G r e e k  t h o 1 l g h t ,  On Aris tot le  see, ' 

F e l i x  G r a y e f f i s  critical dssessme:it i n  his book, Aristot1e 2nd 
h&q S c h o o l  ( N e w  York: B a r n e s  a n d  Noble, 1 9 7 4 ) .  



, 1 i v i s i t ) ~ ,  i n  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  may be a c c u r a t e l y  a v a i l a b l e  to 

p e r c e p t i o n ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  s p e a k i n g  t h u s  o f  the ( p o t e n t i a l l y )  

n e u r o t i c  s t a t e  w h i c h  is a l l e g o r y ' s  f o u n d a t i o n  a c d  f u n d a m e n t a l  

s u b  jet+, f r e a d  too remains w i t 3 i n  t h e  a l k e g o r i c a f  t r a d i z i o n ,  6 

Cor i s idere?  a s  a n  a l l e g o r y  t h e n ,  Wellsi t a l e  i s  very l i t t l e  

d i f f e r e n t  from many more t r a d i t i o n a l  c x a m g l e s  o f  t h e  form, 

C o n s i d e r e d ,  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  a s  a k i n d  of e x p l a n a t i o r - ,  o r  exposure 

o f  t h e  d i v i d e d  c o c s c i o u s n e s s ,  i z  seems t o  p a r a i l e l  Freud's 

attemp'ed t o t a l  e x p l a n a t i o r i  i n  that it too  places the r o o t  of 

the conflict i n  biology, i n  a n i m a l  i n s t i n c t s  s t i l l  o p e r a t i n g  

f o r c e f u l l y  in o u r  m e n t a l  l i v e s ,  

Izi h i s  3896 e s s a y ,  HFlumac E v o l u t i o n ,  An RrtificiaP 

Processtf, Wells aqairi a t t a c h e s  t h e o l o g i c a l .  terms t o  h i s  

e x p l a n a t i o n  acd, representing human b i o l o g i c a l  i n h e r i t a n c e  a s  a 

HPa3.aeoli$hic savagew, h e  o p p o s e s  t o  h im ncLvilizecl Manw and 

says, "Sin i s  the c o ~ f l i c t  o f  [ t h e s e ]  two  facr,orst--as I h a v e  

t r i e d  t o  convey i n  my fslppd qf Doctog H o ~ e a u . ~ ?  S p e a k i n g  more 

d i r e c t l y  of U o r e a u ,  i n  t h e  Preface t o  t h e  1 3 2 Y  q t l a n t i c  Ed i t i pp  

of the novel, he again mixes a l l e g o r y  a n d  r e l i g i o n ,  "It is a 

t h e o l o g i c a l  g r o t e s q u e , ,  , t h e  r e s p o n s e  of a r  i m a g i u a t i v e  a i cd  t o  

6 T h e  Editors of SE,  h o w e v e r ,  l i s t  t h i s  p a s s a g e  and  a l l  s u c h  i n  
t h e  General Index (Y, X X I B f  u n d e r  + h e  h e a d i n g  + 1 8 n a l o g i e s " ,  a n d  
t h e y  i g n o r e  t h e  allegorical g u a l i t y  of t h e  p s y c h i c  a y e n c i e s ,  i d ,  
ego a n d  super-ego,  af t o g e t h e r ,  



t h e  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  H u m a n i t y  is b u t  animal rough-hewn to a 

r e a s o n a b l e  s h d p e  a n d  i n  p e r p e t u a l  i n t e r n a l  conflict b e t w e e n  

instinct a n d  i n j u n c t i o n ,  T h i s  s t o f y  e n b o d i e s  this i d e a l  b u t  

a p a r t  f rom this e m b o d i m e n t  i t  has n o  aflcgoricd q u a i i t y m n *  As f 

h a v e  t r i e d  briefly t o  d e m o n s t r a t e ,  s u c h  a n  * q i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t H  

i s  the e s s e n c e  o f  a l l e g o r y ;  in so  f a r  t o o  a s  F r e u d ' s  writings 

a r e  c ~ t  so  much r i q o r o u s l y  s c i e n t i f i c  a s  i n s i g h t f u l  

o b s e r v a t i o n s ,  h i s  f o r m u l a t i o n s  may b e  thonght of a s  a l l e g o r i c a l .  

B u t  a n  a l l e g o r y  which sees t h e  Beast F o l k  a s  a n  i m m a t u r e  

ego-id, one more o r  less s t a b l y  n a i n t a i r ~ a d  by t h e  p r e d a t i o n s  of 

Moseau,  who in t u r n  b e c o m e s  a h y p e r t r o p h i e d  s u p e r - e g o ,  is a n  

a l l e g o r y  w h i c h  c a n n o t  v e r y  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e a l  w i t h  e i t h e r  the 

p e r c e i v i n g  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  P r e n d i c k ,  o r  w i t h  fciontgornery, h i s  

c u r i o u s  d o u b l e ,  The best t h a t  m y  b e  d o n e  r s  t o  a r r a y  t h e  

c h a r a c ' e r s  a l o n g  that d e v e l o p m e n t a l  line I h y p o t h e s i z e d  earlier,  

T h i s  a l s o  s h o w s  to% c l o s e l y  related P r e c d i c k  and Montgomery are, 

a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e s  how the a l l e g o r y  e n c o m p a s s e s  t hem,  f i r s t ,  uy 

p o s t u l a t i n g  Bore. c o m p l i c a t e d ,  h e n c e  more p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  real 

c h a r a c t e r s  f o r  t h e m ,  a n d  second, b y  p o s t u l a t i n g  t h a t  each leans 

more  t o w a r d s  o n e  end o f  t h e  a r r a y  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r ,  X D  t h e  main 

t h o u g h ,  t h e s e  two stand o u t s i d e  the s t r u ~ t u r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  seem 

t o  t h e  r e a d e r  more l i k e  p e r s o c s  w i t h i n  e v e r y d a y  e x p e r i e n c e ,  T h u s  

eYef ls, &LA a,, 8 ,  11, p, ix. The i ~ t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  
f i r s t  senter-ce i s  i t s  e c h o  o f  H a m f e Y ' s  **Therels a d i v i n i t y  t h a t  
s h a p e s  our e n d s , /  bough-hew t h e m  how we w i l l t 1  f V ,  2 ,  11. 30-13).  



t h e y  can cn i y  s t a n d  within t h e  a l l e g o r y  b y  a l l i a n c e  to  one or 

t h e  o t h e r  extreme, Moreau  o r  the Beast F o l k .  T h i s  is p a r t l y  wha t  

I loeant  h y  s ay i cq  t h e s e  two c h a r a c t e r s  were d e f i z e d  b y  their 

a f  f i c i t i e s ;  Horeau f exempt  f r o n  affinities and t h i s  a l s o  

a p p l i e s ,  i m p l i c i t l y ,  +o t h e  Beast P e o p l e ,  who fo rm t h e  o t h e r  

h a l f  o f  t h e  n o v e l ' s  most v i s i b l e  coc t r a s t ,  

Now t h e  r e a s o n  why Prendick sorts so p r o b l e m a t i c a l l y  w i t h i n  

t h i s  f r a m e w o r k  is t h a t ,  i n  t r u e  s c i e n x i f i c  f a s n i o n  a s  She 

o b s e r v e r  of t h e  i s l a r i d  u n i v e r s e ,  h e  e x e m p t s  h i m s e l f  a s  much a s  

h e  p o s s i b l y  can f r o m  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h a t  wh ich  h e  o b s e r v e s ,  

i ts  society. Frolo the begining h e  d i s t r u s t s  and a v w f i o r e a u ,  . -- 
h e  v e r y  q u i c k l y  cuts-f o f f  f r o m  N o n t g o a e r y ,  and i n  t 5 e  

4 

w- - s - - _ _ _ _ _ - - ~  

ecd--after a b r i e f  f l i n g  a t  * $ r u l i n g m  t h e a - - a b s o l u t e l y  p r o h i b i t s  -- -A 

h i m s e l f  a n y  i f l z e r c o u r s e  w i t h  t h e  B e a s t  folk, A s  a n  o b s e r v e r  
- --- - _- - .---___ 

--A 

P r e n d i c ~ m e  Time Traveller, s e e k s  t o  explain t o  t h e  
/-------- 

____1__----- 
r e a d o r  t ~ ~ v  a lso  d e s c r i b e s ,  a n d  a t  i ts  r h e t o r i c a l  

/__XIICCII---'-----..--.-.-.---,__ --.--------- 

c l i m a w a t i o n  p a s s e s  o v e r  i n t o  a l l , e g o t y ,  "1 m u s t  
",- - --.._---_L_ -----.-. - ----- ------ ---------.-- 

c o n f e s s w  h e  says ,  "I l o s t  f a i t h  ir. the s a n i t y  pf thq world when 

1 saw it s u f f e r i n g  the p a i n f u l  d i s o r d e r  of t h i s  islandw (804: 

i t a f i c s  a d d e d ) .  T h e  i n t e n t i o n  may only b e  t o  l o c a t e  t h e  i s l a n d  

i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  but t h e  effect { e s p e c i a l l y  when read w i t h  the 

p a r a g r a p h s  w h i c h  b r a c k e t ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t )  is t o  make the i s l a n d  

i n t o  t3e w o r l d ,  t o  m a k e  it a n  a l l e g o r y  0 2  the w o r l d .  U h e r e  

P m n d i c k  b a d  b e l i e v e d  t h e  w o r l d  s a c e i y  o r d e r e d  and h a r m o n i o u s  h e  

now sees t h a t  i f  i t  h a s  a n y  o r d e r  then this p r o c e e d s  f r o m  a n  



i r r e s p o n s i b l e ,  i n d e e d  a ma3 d e i + y ,  from t h e  v i o l e n t  c o n f l i c t  s f  

t e n s e d  o p p o s i t e s  e q u a l l y  b r u t a l i z i n g  axd a l i k e  immovable. 

P r e n d i c k  t h u s  o b s e r v e s  o n l y  those a i l e g o r i c a l  p o r t i o n s  to 

which  @ells* la-r comaenis  a l s o  direct t h e  reader;  2% m a c d  

is "a t h e o l o g i c a l  g r o t e s q u e n ,  i t  d e a l s  w i t h  t k e  " p e r p e t u a l  

i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  i n s t i n c t  a n d  i n j u n ~ t i o n . ~  d u t  just a s  

t h e  T i m e  T r a v e l l e r ' s  h y s t e r i a  i m p l i c a t e s  h i m  i n  t h e  processes he 

* * o b j e c t i v e l y a  o b s e r v e s  a n d  describes, r e v e n l i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  

s e l f  h e  strives n o t  t o  recog~ize, s o  t o o  t h e  d i v i d e d  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w h i c h  P r e n d i c k  o b s e r v e s  i n  the o t h e r s 9  e x i s t s  i n  

h i m s e l f ,  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  h i s  i c s i s t e n c e  t h a t  zhe p r o b l e m  i s  

e x t e r n a l  t o  him. 

T h e  i d e ~ t i f i c a t i o c  of t h e  Beast P o l k  w i t h  the ego a l o n e  

cannot s u r v i v e  u n d e r  t h e s e  co r .d i t ions .  D e v e l o p i n g ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  

f r o m  t h e  f i r s t  l e v e l  of t h e  allegory, wherein The i d - - P r e n d i c k 8 s  

f l p a s s i a n u  (104-5)--could b e  p e r c e i v e d  f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  a l l  t h e  

charar%ers, is  a s e c o n d  l e v e l  of a l l e g o r y ,  e q u a l l y  a 

p s y c h o m a c h i a ,  which consigns almost all t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of the i d  

to the Beast Folk, Where t h e  f J s s t  stems f r o m  Prendick8s 

p e r c e p t i o n  of t h e  island, t h e  s e c o n d  stems f r o m  t h e  reader's 

g r a d u a l  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  P r e n d i c k a s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  e x p l a n a t i o n s  

a n d  t h e i r  l a c k  of f i t t e d a e s s  to o n e  a n o t h e r  a 2 d  t o  h i s  own 

p o s i t i o n  a s  n a r r a t o r ,  This i s  a c t u a l l y  to p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  

9 0 b s o r v e d  b y  h i m  i n  t h e  Beast F o l k  mostly, b u t  a l s o  t o  some 
extent in Moreau arid Montgomery, 



t h a t  process I spoke of ea r l i e  s, w h e r e b y  t h e  r e a d e  r m u s t  f i n a l l y  

s e p a r a t e  himself o r  h e r s e l f  from t h e  tale's speaking v o i c e .  The 

e x p l a n a t i o n  v h i c h  Moreau  p r o v i d e s ,  s h e r e f o r e . ,  can o n l y  s h a r p e n  

Prcnlick's I f m o r b i d  sclatel* ('IOr)), since it v a l i d a t e s  t h e  b i z a r r e  

f i e id-grour id  p e r c e p t i o n  ( 8 4 )  u p o n  w h i c h  P r e n d i c k  b a s e s  h i s  

s i m u l t a n e o u s  r e c o g x i i t i o n  o f  t h e  d u a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  Beast 

P e o p l e  a n d  r e f u s a l  t c  r e c o g n i z e  t h e m  i n  h i m s e l f ,  The d a y  

f o l i o w i n g  his i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  Woreau P r e r d i c k  s a p s ,  *#I awoke 

e a r l y ,  M o c e a u * s  e x p l a n a t i o n  s t o o d  before my mind clear a n d  

i lefinite,  f r o m  t h e  momeat of my a w a k e n i n g , .  ,[ and  i t ]  f i l l e d  m e  

with a v a g u e  u n c e r t a i c t y . ,  , t h a t  was fa r  w o r s e  t h a n  a n y  fedrf* 

(871, T h i s  is what I maapt, %hen I s a i d  a b o v e  t h a t  it c a n  make n o  

d i f f e r e n c e  t o  P r e n d i c k ,  e x c e p t  e m o t i o n a l l y ,  i n  which  d i r e c t i o n  

the knife of i 4 0 r e a u a s  explanation cuts since the b a s i c  

p e r c e p t i o n  is correct; men a r e  b u t  a n i m a l s  rough-hewn t o  a 

r e a s o n a b l e  s h a p e .  

I f  I s a y  t h e n  t h a t  t h e  Beas t  Folk, f o r  PrendPck ,  become 

e q u i v a l e n t  t o  the power o f  t h e  i d ,  t h e  n e x t  q u e s t i o n s  must  be, 

w h a t  d o e s  P r e n d i c k  c o n c e i v e  t h e  a n i m a l i t y  of t h e  Beast F o l k  to 

be ,  wha t  i s  his a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  i t ?  Again, t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  have  

a l r e a d y  been l a r g e l y  a n s w e r e d  i n  my earlier a r g u m e n t ,  Prendickts 

q u e s t  f o r  the "calm a u t h o r i t y  of a r e a s o n a b l e  s o u l "  is t h e  

o b v e r s e  of his f e a r  of a n i m a l i t y ,  o f  uc re s t r a ined  p a s s i o n ,  H i s ,  

r e z a t i o n s h i p  t o  the Leopard Man is  a n  emblem of this 

c o t f r o n t a t i o n  with t h e  a n i m a l  in h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  



w i t h  Montgomery  s h a d o w s  f o r t h  a p o t e n t i a l  4uman s e l f ,  ac 

accornoda?. ion p o s s i b l e  h a d  P r e c d i c k  nox r e s t r a i n e d  h i s  "passionM. 

H e  d e s p i s e s  H o n t g o m e r y  p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  h e ,  no>* o n c e  b u t  
-/- 

---_. _"."_ ---- 
c o n t i n u a l l y ,  iigJves 1 l r N  t o  a r i i m d f i t y ,  rzoasorts w i t h  a n d  

___I 

prac t i ' scs>* ~ r e n d i c k *  s passion is by n o  m e a n s  s l ' m p l m  is 
----L-c-.I 

r a t h e r  made u p  of a c l u s t e r  o f  r e l a t e d  t h i n g s ;  h i s  c h i l d h o o d  

m e m o r i e s ,  f e e l i n g s  of t e r r o r ,  o f  h y s t e r i c a l  p a s s i o n ,  o f  

h e l p l e s s n e s s ,  h i s  v i s i o n s  of the Beast P e o p l e - - m o s t  o f t e n  a n  

e y e - t o - e y e  c o n t a c t - - t h e s e  t h i n g s  a r e  s e v e r a l  times b u n d l e d  

t o g e t h e r ,  S i g n i f i c a ~ t  too  is P r e n d i c k * ~  p o s i t i o n  o f  h i d d e n  u r  

u n n o t i c e d  o b s e r v e r ,  t h i s  t o o  b e i n g  a f r e q u e n t  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  

c h i l d r e n  i n  an  a d u l t  w o r l d ,  T h a t  P r e n d i c k  s h o u l d  associa te  

h e l p l e s s n e s s  w i t h  ~emories of c h i l d h o o d  (29)  is not so 

s u r p r i s i n g ,  b u t  t h a t  a v i s i o n  of M8Linq s h o u l d  a l s o  j o g  s u c h  

m e m o r i e s  p e r h a p s  is, 

1 s h r u g q e d  my s h o u l d e r s  a n d  t u r n e d  away. O v e r  t h e  
t a f f r a i l  P e a n t  a s i l e n t  b l a c k  f i g u r e ,  w a t c h i n g  t h e  
s ta rs .  I t  was Eontgomery3s s t r a n g e  a t t e n d a n t ,  I t  looked 
o v e r  its s h o u l d e r  q u i c k l y  with my movemect,, t h e n  l o o k e d  
away a q a i c ,  

It may seem a l i t t le  t h i n g  t o  you,  p e r h a p s ,  b u t  it, 
came l i k e  a s u d d e n  b l o w  t o  m e .  T h e  o n l y  l i g h t  n e a r  u s  
was a l a n t e r n  a t  the a h e e l .  The c r e a t u r e ' s  face was 
t u s n e a  f o r  o n e  b r i e f  i n s t a n t  o u t  of t h e  d i m n e s s  o f  the 
stern t o w a r d s  this i l l u m i n a t i o n ,  a n d  f saw t h a t  t h e  e y e s  
t h a t  g l a n c e d  at me s h o n e  w i t h  a p a l e  g r e e n  l i g h t ,  

I d i d  n o t  know t h e n  t h a t  a r e d d i s h  l u m i n o s i t y ,  a t  
l e a s t ,  i s  n o t  uncommon i n  human e y e s .  The  t h i n g  came t o  
me as s t a r k  i n h u ~ a n i t y ,  T h a t  b l a c k  f i g u r e ,  w i t h  i ts  eyes 
of f i r e ,  s t r u c k  down t h r o u g h  a l l  my a d u l t  t h o u g h t s  a n d  
f e e l i n g s ,  a n d  for a moment t h e  f o r g o t t e n  h o r r o r s  o f  

. c h i l d h o o d  came b a c k  t o  nty mind ,  Then t h e  e f f e c t  p a s s e d  
a s  i t  h a d  come, An u n c o u t h  black f i g u r e  of a man, a 
E i g u r e  of n o  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e ,  h u n g  o v e r  the 



t a f f r a i l  a g a i n s t  the s t a r l i g h t ,  and  I f o u n d  Montgomery 
was s p e a k i ~ g  t o  me 124-5).  

Notice + h a t ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  M'Ling i s  L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  s t a r s ,  

i x d u l g i n g  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  only a c t i v i t y  i n  wh ich ,  much l a t e r ,  % h e  

ur. b a l a n c e 3  ~ r e n d i c k  f i n d s  s e n s e  o f  i n f i n i t e  p e a c e  a n d  

p r o + e c t i o n "  (IYI), but n o t e  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  v i s i o n  d o e s  n o t  silrtgly 

recal l  his c h i l d h o o d  t o  mind,  but recal ls  s p e c i f i c a l l y  " t h e  

forgotten h o r r o r s  of c h i l d h o o d @ * ,  t h e  l y r e t u r n  QE t h e  r e p r e s s e d H .  

T h e  v i s i o n ' s  b e i n g  c o m p a r e d  to **a s u d d e n  b lowr '  suggests a g a i n  a 

c h i l d ' s - e y e - v i e w  o f  the world, w h e r e  " p u n i s h m e n t  is s h a r p  a n d  

sure" a n d  o n e  m u s t  " t h e r e f o r e  l e a r n  t h e  Lawti ( 5 3 ) .  H o r e a u 3 s  

v i s i o n  of t h e  w o r l d ,  which h e  i m ~ o s e s  on ? h e  Beast F o l k ,  a n d  - 
w h i c h  P r e n d i c k  a c c e p t s ,  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a sys t e ;&r f l ex ib l e  a n d  

..- -'.a 
l a r g e l y  i n c o m y r e h e n d e  p r o h i b i t i o n s ,  n i g h t  a l s o  w i t h  j u s t i c e  

be c a l l e d  c -- 
T h i s  r e - e m e r g e n c e  of c h i l d i s h  terrors accounts f o r  

Prendick * s  f e e l i n g  of h a v i n g  " s e e n t 3  BILing s o m e w h e r e  before,  

that he  h a d  ' * a l r e a d y  e a c o u n t e r e d  e x a c t l y  the features a n d  

g e s t u r e s  t h a t  now a m a z e d  me, A f t e r w a r d s  it o c c u r e d  t o  iiic t h a t  

p r o b a b l y  I h a d  s e e n  h im a s  I was l i f t e d  a b o a r d ,  a n d  t h a t  

scarcely s a t i s f i e d  my s u s p i c i o n  o f  a p r e v i o u s  d c g u a i n t a n c e ,  P e t  

how o n e  c o u l d  h a v e  set eyes u p o n  s o  s i n g u l a r  a face a n d  h a v e  

f o r q o t t e ~  t h e  precise o c c a s i o n  p a s s e d  m y  i n a g i n a t i o n f l  f 17) . This 
i s  a n o t h e r  v e r s i o n  of the f i e f d / g r o u n d  e f f e c t ,  utter 

s",raqqencss a n d  y e t  o f  t h e  strangest f a m i l i a r i t y "  (Y6) ,  and a 



d o u b l i n g  t o o  of Prendick's u n c a n n y  encounters w i t h  t h e  L e o p a r d  

Man. R e c a l l ,  in the f i r s t  of those e n c o u n t e r s ,  t h a t  i z  is 

P s e n d i c k ' s  u h b i d d e n  memory of "a  s c h o o l b o y  e x p e d i e n t  a g a i n s t  b i g  

dogstr  {50)  which s a v e s  h i m  f r o m  a m a u l i n g ,  

I2 t h e  f i e l d - g r o u c d  effects then, P r e n d i c k  r e c o g n i z e s  not 

m e r e l y  h i s  self p e e r i n g  o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  a n i m d l  v e i l ,  b u t  

r e c o g n i z e s  h i s  c h i l d i s h  self, w h i c h  h e  n a t u r a l l y  associates w i t h  

b o t h  u n r e s t r a i n e d  p a s s i o n  a n d  t h e  a d u l ~  s q u e l c h i n g  0 5  such 

i n s t i n c t u a l  expression. The s i t u a t i o n  i s  made more c o m p l e x  by  

his s t a n d i s q  on e a c h  side of t h e  r e c o g ~ i t i o n  s i m u l t a n e a u s f g  a s  

the p u n i s h i n g  f a t h e r  a n d  a s  t h e  c h a s t i z e d  c h i l d ,  t h e  m u r d e r  o f  

t h e  Leopard Mar b e i n g  a s  w e l l  a s e l f - p u n i s h m e n t .  c h i l d i s h  traits 

appear too i n  P r e n d i c k i s  " o b j e c t i v e "  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  Beast 

F o l k .  f n t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  t h e  s l o t h - c r e a t u r e - - w h o  h a s  no  r e c o r d e d  

name, t h o u g h  i t  h a s  a  d i s t i n c t  i n d i v i d u a l i t y - - i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n t e r e s t i n g ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  d e s c r i b e d  as  '+a dim p i n k i s h  t h i n g ,  

l o o k i n g  more l i k e  a f l a y e d  c h i l d  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  else i n  t h e  

worldt* (63)  and  is almosi, e n t i r e l y  w o r d l e s s .  After t h e  final 

c a t a s t r o p h e  s a y s  P r e n d i c k ,  '$1 t h e  j l i t t l e  pirk s l o t h  c r e a t u r e  

d i s p l a y e d  a n  o d d  affection f o r  me, a n d  t o o k  t o  f o l l o w i n g  Be 

a b o u t i 9  ( 1 3 2 ) .  It i s  t h i s  beast who i n f o r m s  P r e n d i c k  o f  t h e  

m u r d e r  o f  h i s  "canine f r i e n d w ,  the Dog Mar? (135) .  T h e  

p s o h i b i t i o n s  wh ich  t h e  Law e n j o i c s  t o o  relate l a r g e l y  t o ,  

a b s t e n t i o n  from i n f a c t i l e  p l e a s u r e s ,  ~ o t  t o  g o  o n  a l l  f o u r s ,  a o t  

t o  s u c k  u p  drink. No d o u b t  t h e  " m a d d e s t ,  most i m p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  



most i n d e c e n l t  t h i n q s  o n e  c o u l d  well imagine1* (65) as L a ~ s ,  

i n c l u d e  b o w e l  c o n t r o l  and correct c h o i c e  of sexual o b j e c t s ,  two  

p r i m a r y  g o a l s  s f  the p r o c e s s  w h e r e b y  c h i l d r e n  are d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  

i n t o  adults. A s  t h e  Beast F o l k  r e v e r t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  %hey l o se  

t h o s e  a b i l i t i e s  w h i c h  are n o t  s o  much s p e c i f i c a l l y  human a s  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  adult, l a n g u a g e ,  u p r i g h t  c a r r i a g e ,  c o n t i n e n c e ,  

s u b 1  i m a t i o n .  

The relation of the o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  t o  P r e n d i c k ,  

c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a p s e c t s  o f  h i m s e l f ,  fragmented a n d  r e d i s t r i b u t e d  

o v e r  t h e  i s l a n d  l a n d s c a p e ,  s h o w s  c lear  parallels t o  the 

respective positions of M o r l o c k s  and E l o i ,  a n d  t h e  Time 

T r a v e l l e r ,  A g a i n ,  there are  two major l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  n o v e l ,  

t h e  House of P a h  set u p  o n  a h i l l  a n d  the hovels of the Beast 

F o l k ,  h i a d e n  down i n  a g loomy g u l l e y ,  upper a n d  Lower regions 

t a n g e n t i a l l y  r e l a t e d - i f  we c o n s i d e r  the i s l a n d  as  a k i n d  o f  

p a r a b o l i c  c o l o n i a l  venture- - to  u p p e r  a n d  l o w e r  classest whites 

a n d  n a t i v e s .  I t  c o u l d  b e  too t h a t  t h e  Beast P o l k  represe3t f o r  

P r e n d i c k ,  a s  the f l o r l o c k s  a n d  t h e  E l o d  represent: for t h e  

Traveller, ari i n c o a p l e t e  s e x u a l i t y  w h i c h  h e  h y s t e r i c a l l y  rejects 

n o t  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  g r o w n  b e y o n d  i t s  l i m i t a t i o n s  but b e c a u s e  h e  

r e m a i n s  f r o z e n  a t  exactly that p o i n t  i n  his d e v e l o p m e n t .  The 

first l e v e l  o f  the a l l e g o r y  ( i n s z i n c i ,  v e r s u s  i n j u n c t i o n )  may 

a l s o  be r e a d  i c t o  T i m e  R d c h i n e ,  s u c h  t h a t t h e  Morlocks a n d ,  

E l o i  t o g e x h e r  make up a n  i d  f i g u r e ,  the f o r m e r  e m b o d y i n g  t h e  



d e s t r u c t i v e  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h e  lat+er e m b o d y i n q  Xzos. t o  I n  tnis 

r e a d i n g  the Time T r a v e l l e r  w o u l d  be assigned t h e  role of 

c o m b i n e d  e g o - s u p e r - e g o ,  a relatively t e a l t h y  s c a t e ;  a n d  a look 

a t  t h e  n o v e l  shows + h a t  h e  i s  i r ,  f a c t  much niore s u c c e s s f u :  %ha@ 

P r e n d i c k  i n  m a i n t a i n i ~ g ,  aT; t h e  l a s t ,  h i s  e m o t i o n a l  e q u i l i b r ~ u i u ,  

deserting the p r e s e n t  f o r  ' + t h e  manhood of the raceu (ZTE, 3 3 5 ) .  

P r e n d i c k ' s  r e l a t i o n s  v i t h  t h e  Beast Folk t o o  show a m i n o r  

p a r a l l e l  t o  t h o s e  of t h e  T r a v e l l e r  w i t h  t h e  Eloi, t h e  l a t te r ' s  

a m b i g u o u s  " m i n i a t u r e  f l i r t a t i o n w  w i t h  Weena b e i n g  recalled i n  

P r e n d i c k i  s a m b i g u o u s  n o t d t i o n  t h a t  * * t h e  q u a s i - h u m a n  i n t i m a c y  I 

h a d  p e r m i t t e d  myself w i t h  some of %hem i n  t h e  f i r s t  m o n t h s  of my 

l o n e l i n e s s  became a horroj: Co recallv ( 1 3 3 ) .  fn s h o r t ,  t k e  

r e l a t i o n  of t h e  two n o v e l s  to one another is that they tell, 

r o u g h l y ,  t h e  s a w  s t o r y ,  e x p o s e  t h e  same problem, As t h e  Ti&@ 

Trave l l t3 r t s  f e e l i r , g ,  u p o n  his r e t u r n  f r o m  t h e  future, t h a t  it i s  

t h e  p r e s e n t  t h a t  is t h e  d r e a m l i k e  r e a l i t y ,  i s  matched by 

P r e n d i c k a  s b e a s t l y  v i s i o ~ s  i n  Lorador,, s o  the T r a v d f  e z Y s  

d i r e c t i o n s  t o  h i s  a u d i e n c e - - " t a k e  i t  as  a l i e  o r  a p r o p h e c y ,  or  

s a y  I d r e a m e d  i z  i n  my workshopw--may b e  a p p l i e d  t o  P r e n d i c k 8 s  

t a l e .  

--------_--------- 
I o T h i s  i s  o n l y  a t e n t a t i v e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  s h o u l d  i n  n o  way 
b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  a f u l l  d i s c u s s i o n  of g&g T k e  
H a c h i c e ,  a n d  t h e  p o s s i ~ i l i t y  of i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s  o e i n g  developed ------- 
r e l a t i v e  t o  the f r a m e w o r k  of s u c h  a d i s c u s s i o n ,  I s h o u l d  a l so  
note a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  Frcudas theory of t h e  i n s t i n c t s ,  a n d  t h e  
o p p o s e , J  p r i n c i p l e s  of  d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  and Eros, is for  me the 
weakest p a r t  o f  h i s  t o t a l  work,  s i ~ c e  it e x p l a i n s  t o o  much too 
e a s i l y ,  



T a k i n g  it a s  P r e r i d i c k i s  dream i t  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  n o t e  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  p a s s a g e  in Freud's (1900) f g t , z y p r e t a t i o g  of D r e a n s  ,,,,, I 

w h i c h  seems t o  sum u p  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  I h a v e  

e x p l o r e d  here. "Wild beaszs", says Precd,  "are a s  a r u l e  

e m p l o y e d  b y  t h e  dream-work t o  r e p r e s e n t  p a s s i o n a t e  i m p u l s e s  of 

w h i c n  the d r e a m e r  is a f r a i d ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  a r e  h i s  own o r  t h o s e  

~f o t h e r  p e o p l e . .  , I t  m i g h t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  w i l d  beasts are u s e d  

t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  l i b i d o ,  a force o f t e n  d r e a d e d  b y  t h e  e g o  and  

c o m b a t t e d  by means of r e p r e s s i o n .  It o f t e n  h a p p e n s  t o o ,  t h a t  the 

d r e a m e r  s e p a r a t e s  off  his n e u r o s i s ,  h i s  'sick p e r s o n a l i t y s ,  f r o m  

h i m s e l f  a n d  d e p i c t s  i t  as a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  p e r s o r i .  $ + l L  

Taking the Ta le  a s  P r e n d i c k 9 s  p r o p h e c y ,  t h e  t s u t h  of its 

i m p o r t  may b e  g a u g e d  by  the s t r e o g t h  of the r e s p o n s e s  of 

P r e n d i c k i s  first a u d i t o r s ,  who j u d g e  it a mad f i e  ( l 3 9 - 4 Q ) ,  a n d  

by t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  h o s t i l e  r e s p o n s e s  of #ells* r e v i e w e r s ,  who 

j u d g e d  i t  a n  o b s c e n e  a n d  b l a s p h e m o u s  libel on n a t u r e  b o t h  human 

a n d  divine. They were, m o r e o v e r ,  g e n u i n e l y  p u z z l e d  why Hells 

s h o u l d  w a n t  to i n d u l g e  h i m s e l f  i n  [ s o  they c o n s i d e r e d .  it) s u c h  

w a n t o n  g r u e s o m e n e s s .  1 2  

' % F r e u d ,  Dreams, 233, V, V ,  p ,  4 1 0 ,  T h i s  p a s s a g e  was a d d e d  t o  
Dreams by F r e u d  i n  t h e  19 38 edition, See a l s o  J u n g ,  cif-, , ------ 
l75/lO3, on demons: '"from the p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  of v i e w  d e m o n s  
are  2 o t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  i n t u r d e r s  f r o m  t h e  v n c o n s c i o u s  c o a p l e x e s  
into t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  of the c o n s c i o u s  p r o c e s s .  , ,It is., . p z e c i s e l y ,  
t h e  f a n t a s t i c  e l e m e n t  t h a t  becomes ass ix iaced  i n  t h e  u n c o n s c i u u s  
with t h e  r e p r e S s e d  f u n c t i o n s W N  

i2 f inonymous  r e v i e w  of gqreau i n  rhg rimes, 17 J u n e  1896, p. 17: ". ,,we f ee l  b o u n d , ,  .to g i v e  a word of w a r n i n g  +.a the 



One s g s p e c t s  z h a t  i n  this t h e i r  a t t i t u d e  is c l o s e  t o  Preudickts, 

t h a t  t h o  y c o u l d  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  well e n o u g h  o c c u p y i n g  

t h e  room n e x t  t o  a11 t h e  p a i o  i n  the  u n i v e r s e ,  g i v e n  i t  be o n l y  

dtrmh. TCe a p p a r e n t  s h u c k  p r o d u c e d  b y  + h e  hook  b e t r a y s  some o f  

'he  r e v i e w e r s  i n t o  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  a ~ t b i g u o u s  statemects, Two 

r e v i e w e r s  c o n n e c t  t h e  h o r r o r s  of t h e  novel to some  s u p p o s e d  

" h o r r o r s v a  of sexual i t y l 3  and another s a y s  that " [ t h i s  j c u r i o u s  

f a a t a s  y.. . is  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  h o r r i b l e .  The i m ~ r e s s i o n r ;  [ i t  

1 2 ( c o n t ' d ) u n s u s p e c t i n g  who wou ld  s h r i n k  from t h e  l o a t h s o m e  and 
r e p u l s i v e .  T h i s  n o v e l  i s  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  e x a n p i e  we h a v e  met o f  
t h e  p e r v e r s e  g u e s t  a f t e r  a n y t h i n g  ic a n y  shape t h a t  is f r e s h l y  
s e n s a 5 o n a l . , . T h e  g h a s t l y  fancies a r e  l i k e l y  t o  h a u n t  and c l i n g ,  
a n d  s o  the book s h o u l d  be kept o u t  of the way of young  p e o p l e  
a n d  a v o i d e d  by all ,  who h a v e  g o o d  t a s t e ,  g o o d  f e e l i n g , .  o r  f e e b l e  
n e r v e s , "  See a l s o  P a t r i c k  P a r r i n d e r  ( E d , ) ,  ff, F, Wells: -- T h e  
CEhtlcal  H e r i t a q e  (London:  R o u t l e d q e  and  Kegan Paul. ,  19721, p, 
$ 4 ,  r e v i e w  by Z h a l m e r s  f l i t c h e l l  i n  S a t u r d a r  E e v i e w  (1331, 13 
A p r i l  1836, p p ,  308-9: f*., . t h e  a u t h o r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  i n c e p t ~ o n  of 
h i s  s t o r y ,  l i k e  h i s  own c r e a t u r e s ,  h a s  t a s t e d  b l o o d .  T h e  
u s o r i o u s  interest b e g a n  when t h e  a u t h o r ,  n o t  content w i t h  the 
k o r f o r  i n e v i t a b l e  i n  h i s  i d e a ,  a n d  y e t  c o n g r n o u s  w i t h  the f i n e  
work h e  h a s  g i v e n  u s  h i t h e r t o ,  s o u g h t  o u t  r e v o l t i n g  d e t a i l s  with 
the z e a l  of a s a n i t a r y  i n s p e c t o r  p r o b i ~ g  a crosded g ~ a v e y a r d . ~  

1 3 P a r r i n d e r ,  2~ cis., p ,  50, c i t i n g  a n  u n s i g n e d  r e v i e w  i n  
S ~ e a k e r  ( 1 3 ) .  18 A p r i l  1836,  pp. 429-30: ++#e shoulu 'nave r h o u g h t  - ----- 
it i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  any work of f i c t i o r  t o  s u r p d s s  i n  g r u e s o m e  
h o r r o r  some of t h e  r e c e n t  p roblem-novels  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  great 
s e x u a l  q u e s t i o n  which have b e e n  r e c e n t l y  p u b l i s h e d ,  i f  w e  h a d  
n o t  r e a d  T'g I s l a n d  Doctor g o r e a u ,  by H. G, P e l l s .  H a v i n g  
r e a d  i?, we a re  b o u n d  t o  a d m i t  that t h e r e  are s t i l l  lower d e p t h s  
of n a s t i n e s s ,  a n d  s t i l l  c r u d e r  a a n i f e s t a t i a n s  of f a n t a s t i c  
i m b e c i l i r y  tCac a n y  a t t a i n e d  b y  t h e  l a d i e s  who h a v e  been so much 
w i t h  us i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s . "  P a r r i c d e r  a l s o  cites, p. 5 2 ,  an  
u n s i g n e d  r e v i e w  ir. Athenaeum, 3 Yay 1835, 2 p .  615-36,  b y  Bas i l  
Kill iams, whd n o t e s  t h d t  t h o u g h  some  h a v e  t r i e d  t o  excuse t h e  
book  on t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  i t  wou ld  t e t d  t o  h e l p  s u p p r e s s  
v i v i s e c t i o n ,  "from t h a t  p o i n x  of v i e u . . . [ i t  j would be a b o u t  as 
v a l u a b l e . ,  ,as a p o r n o l w g i c a P  s t o r y  i n  s u p p r e s s i n g  i m m o r a l i c y l f t  



e r . g e n d c r s f  s h o u l d  n o t  be p u t  t o  t h e  test o f  a n a l y s i s  or 

r e f l e c t i o n ,  AS i t  is, t h e y  g r i p  t k e  mind w i t k  a p a i n f u l  i n t e r e s t  

and a f e a r f u l  c u r i o ~ i t y , ~ ? l *  T h e  r e v i e w e r  senses the e m o t i o n a l  

chnrqe a t  the h e a r t  cf t h e  n a r r a t i v e  and f e a r s  t h a t  t o  l a y  in 

a c y  + r a i n  toward it would  be d a n g e r o u s ,  1 viould say  that this is  

i n d e e d  the  nature o f  Prendick8s " p r o p h e c y f 4  i n  that the e v e n t s  o f  

t h e  ma in  n a r r a t i v e  r e v e a l  a t r u t h  a b o u t  h u m a n i t y  P r e n d i c k  c a n n o t  

a s s imi la te ,  t h o u g h  t h e  materials for a s s i m i l a t i o o  are p r e s e n t ,  

Like him, t h e  r e v i e w e r s  reject t h e  radical t h e r a p y  t h e  n o v e l  can 

o f fe r .  T h e  visiocs i n  London,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  Prendick's e a r l i e r  

r e f l e c t i o n s  o n  t h e  L a w ,  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  core of t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  

a n d  i n  t h o s e  v i s i o n s  the a l l e g o r y  extends the n o v e l  i n t o  t h e  

worl.3 o f  t h e  reader .  T h i s  may g o  some  way t o w a r d s  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  

r e d c t i o n s  o f  critics f o r  whom ~ e l l s *  o s t e n s i a l e  t h e m 2  {men 

f r e q u e n t l y  a c t  like b r u t e s )  was n o  real n o v e l t y ,  



XIII. The I s l a n d  f ii] 

I n o t e d  earlier t h a t  t h e  i s l a n d  m i g h t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e l y  

h o u s e  e i t h e r  one [ i s o l a t e d )  s o c i e ' y  or a society of o n e  i s o l a t e d  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  In u n r a v e 1 I . i n g  t h e  a l l e g o r y  i n  4urf,tau, i t  is 

p o s s i b l e  t o  a s s i g n  t o  - the  v a r i o u s  u n i t s  o f  ?.he one s o c i e t y  o n  

"he i s l a n d  the roles and f u n c t i o n s  o f  a g e n c i e s  p r e s u m e d  

o p e r a t i v e  i n  a n y  o n e  p s y c h e ,  t h u s ,  c o l l a p s i n g  the d i s t i n c t i o n .  

T h e  island, t h e r e f o r e ,  r e p r e s e n t s  b o t h  t h e s e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  a t  

o n c e ,  Man, a n d  Man 's  S o c i e t y .  T h i s  was t o  b e  expected i f  as I 

s a i d ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  represec t  a f r a g m e ~ t d t i o r  of t h e  h e r o ' s  

self, t h e  c o n s t i t u e n ?  p o r t i o n s  of w h i c h  h e  h a s  t h e  greatest  

, 2 i f f i c ? l l $ y  ir, corr,ir,q to terms wi",.. While I h a v e  given the 

l a t t e r  meani r -g  p x i d e  o f  p l a c e ,  i t  i s  o n l y  a n  i m p l i c i t  s u b j e c t ;  

Hells '  e x p l i c i t  s u b j e c t  and  h i e  c o n s t a n t  c o n c e r n ,  t h r o u g h  a 1 9  

h i s  w o r k i n g  l i f e ,  wns Plan's S o c i e t y ,  w h e t h e r  i n  the f a n t a s t i c  

g u i s e  of r o m a n c e  o r  t h e  d r a b  homespun of n a t u r a l i s m ,  One of t h e  

reames % h e  r o m a n c e  hero e x p e r i e n c e s  s u c h  d i f f i c u l t i e s  may be  

t r a c e d  xo h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  p r e s e r v e  a s  a n  i d e a l l y  whole self o ~ i y  
0 

o n e  o f  t hose  f r a g m e n t s ,  h i s  r a t i o n a l i t y .  T h i s  too seems t o  b e  

e c h o e d  ic t h e  s e t t i c g ,  which ~ r o v i d e s ,  u s u a l l y  t h r o u g h  

p o l a r i z a t i o n ,  a geoy r a p h i c  d i v i s i o n  of l i v a b l e  r e g i o n s ,  o n 1  y one' 

o f  w h i c h  t h e  h e r o  c h o o s e s  a s  h i s  dwelling p l a c e ,  t h o u g h  h e  



i c t u u i t  t h a t  h i s  c h o i c e  is s o a e h o w  e c c e n t r i c .  

Though  the i s l a n d  c o n t a i n s  d i s t i n c t l y  s e p a r d t e d  r e q i o n s ,  

y e t  i t  is  a w h o l e  a n d  e a s i l y  p e r c e i v e d  a s  s u c h .  The  s e t t i n g ,  

t h e r e f o r e  I h a v e  called bo5h n r e n a  a n d  island, r e f l e c t i n g  t h e s e  

two p o t e c t i a l s ,  d i v i s i o n  a n d  u n i f i c a t i o n ,  V h f f e  a rena  s u g g e s t s  

-kc h e r o ' s  s e l f - c o n f l i c t ,  i s l a n d  i m p l i e s  a u n i t y  a n d  c e n t r a i i t y  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  5 e r o  but,  v f l i ch  h e  c a n n o t  a c h i e v e .  C o u l d  h e  

a c h i e v e  it, o f  c o u r s e ,  the r e s u l t  u o u i d  be the c r e a t i o n  of a 

u A o p i a ,  a s t a t e  whose e ~ e r g i e s  are  d i s e c t e d  t o w a r d s  t h e  

d e f i n i r i o n  of t h o s e  social c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  w h i c h  .the i d e a l l y  

c o n s t i t u t e d  i r i d i v i d u a l  may f l o u r i s h .  f sa id  ear l ier  t h a t  R o r e a u  

a c t s  a s  a s t r u c t u r i n g  n o t i o n 1  a n d  s a i d  t oo  t h a t  h i s  pursuit was 

o f  a n  i d e a l  human i m a g e ,  a d o u b l e  o f  h i m s e l f .  T h e  i3east F o l k  h e  

creates are  i n  f d c t  v e r y  human, but  the ~ e d d e r  is e a s i l y  tooled 
i - -I - 

into t h i n k i n g  of "hem p r i m a r i l y  a s  b e a s t s  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  z h e y  d o  
.A  ----------"- 

zlot m e a s u r e  u p  to # o r e a u y s  ( o r  P r e n d i c k ' s )  s t a n d a r d +  o f  
-llll̂ l--- - -__--."--------------" . S-. 

h u m a n i t y .  e 4 0 r e a u 4 s  d e s i r e  t o  q u a s h  a n i m a l i t y  i s  i d e n r i c a f  w_&tsfi a 
--.. ------- __X_-_-------" ~ p-II.X_L -- _ - 

d e s i r e  t o  make a new a n d  better k i n d  of human ~ e i n g  a n d  this is  
---" --.--..-- -- ---em--- ---7 

3 u t o g i a n  -- e n t e r p r i s e ,  d e f i n i n g  the i d e a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  a 
I -----___ 0 - - - 

human. - o w e v e r ,  i s  based oz t h e  c o n c e p t  -- -- of 
___-_1_. ----- 

n a t u r e  a s  a system o f  i n f l e x i b l e  laws, t h e  a ~ o C h e o s i s  of reaeon, 

an e x a l t a t i o n  of o n e  l i m i t e d  humac v a l u e ,  a l b e i t  one Ploreau  

-------_-----*---- 

t 5 , l r n i l a r  t o  t h e  notion uf a c u l ? t l r e  o f  ' * d o e r s "  around u h i c h  
wells s 3 r u c t u r r d  2 % ~  zgge H a c h i r b g ;  see a l s o  c h a p t e r  t e n ,  n. 8 o f  
%he present p a p e r ,  



possesses to a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  h i q h  d e g r e e .  I n  t h i s  H o r e a u  

s h o w s  h i m s e l f  t o  b e  a v e r y  V i c t o r i a z  g e n t l e m a n ,  f o r  a s  Hough ton  

s a y s  Pn C i s  TPg V i c t o r i a n  Frame of zind, t h e  ~ i c t o r i a n s  were " i n  

general  c o t n m i t t e d  to t h e  c o n c e p t  of a b s o l u t e  iawu, w h e t h e r  

d e r i v e d  Erom " a n c i e n t  p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  n e E i e v a l  t h e o l o g y M  or  f r o m  

"modern. ,  , s c i e n t i f i c  rhough-t ,  r e a c h i n g  out f r o m  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

o r d e r  t o  d i s c o v e r  the a n a l o g o u s  laws of moral, social, a n d  

mental l i f e , ? * *  T h e  s t s u c z u r i n g  notion a t  the heart of Moreqq 

t o o ,  i n  s o  f a r  a s  it i s  u t o p i a r ,  is  a l s o  c o n t e m p o r a n e o u s ,  a n d  

b e i n q  f r a m e d  i n  * 9 p r e s e n t "  time the teaisior. b e r w e e n  the " rea lw 

a n d  p r o j e c t e d  societies ( t h a t  is, b c + w e e n  L ~ n d o n  and  Noble's 

I s l a n d )  i s  much g r e a t e r ,  the c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  ~ r e n d i c k  more d i r e  

t h a n  + h o s e  s u f f e r e d  by t h e  T ime  T r a v e l l e r ,  

This interplay between i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  s o c i a i  meanings is  

a l s o  r e f l e c t . e d  i r ;  the m i n o r  settings of t h e  n o v e l ,  the three-man 

l o n g b o a ? ,  the s c h o o n e r  I p e c a c u a c h ~ ,  t h e  House of Pain, a n d  t h e  

i s l a n d  after M o r e a u 3 s  d e a t h ,  I n  a l l  of these small societies are 

d e p i c t e d  a n d  i n  a l l  Giells s h o w s  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  s o c i e t y  t o  

h o l d  i t s e l f  together, T h e r e  i s  a c o ~ s i s t e n t  t e n d e n c y  f o r  t h e  

c o r i s ~ i + . u e n t  u r i t s  +o f l y  a p a r t ,  v i s i b l e  e v e n  i n  Preakdick  h i m s e l f  

i n  his locg l o n e l y  s o j o u r n  on t h e  i s l a n d ,  T h i s  t e n d e n c y  t o  

d i s i n t e g r a t i o n ,  however, is t o  be e x p e c t e d  i f  one c o n s i d e r s  

------------------ 
zhlal+er E, I foughtor . ,  ghg V i c t o r i a n  Frame gf B i r d :  1830-1B70 ( N e w  
Havez: Yale Univ.  P r e s s ,  l 9 5 7 ) ,  p .  145, Many o f  Boughton's 
c o n c l u s i o r i s  r e m a i n  v a l i d  f o r  t h e  la+,er V i c t o r i a n  age, 



P r e n d i c k  a t y p o l o g i c a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  a r e p r e s e x ~ t a t i v e  f a t e  

V i c t o r i a n  i n d i v i d u a l . ,  g i v e n  t h e  disintegration p r e v a i l i n g  

e v e r y w h e r e  eise i n  t h e  n o v e l .  T h u s ,  t h o u g h  whec  interpreting t h e  

a l l e g o r y  I saw t h e  island as mind--or if you prefer, as nature, 

or t h e  i d ,  from which e v o l u t i o n  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  t h e  p s y c h i c  

a q e n c i e s - - i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  j u s t  a s  well b e  seen as  a 

s o c i e t y ,  and t h a t  j u s t  a s  d p e r s o n a l i t y  may be d e s c r i b e d  a s  i f  

i t  were a small  s o c i e t y ,  s o  o n e  may d i s s e c t  a s o c i e t y  i n  terms 

o f  i t s  p r o j e c t e d  i d e a l  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  

In the a r c h i p e l a g o  of  Wells1 s c i e n t i f i c  r o m a n c e s ,  few of 

t h e  isles are u t o p i a n ,  " b l e s s e d u  as  t h e  drunken D a v i s  s a y s .  

I n d e e d ,  the f u l l e r  context of D d v i s 8  ~ t a t e n e n t - - ~ * I ~ v e  done w i t h  

t h i s  b l e s s e d  i s l a n d  for evermore amen? I've had e a o u g h  of it*' 

( 2 7 ) - - s ' n s ~ s  &hi?% t h e  e v o c a t i o n  of t h e  Arisulge h r t u n a e  i s  

i n t e n t i o n a l l y  ironic. I n  E u r o p e a n  L i t e r a t u r e  general1 y, t h e  

i s o l a t e d  island way b e  t h o u g h t  of a s  a development o f  t h e  w a l l e d  

o f f ,  p a r a d i s i c a l  g a r d e n ,  DU?. nn Wells' s c i e n t i f i c  romances, the 

s e t t i c g l s  i s o l a t i o c  o n l y  s u c c e e d s  i n  b r i n g i n g  t o  t h e  f o r e  its 

a n  t i - u t o p i a r . ,  demonic p o t e n t i a l .  The  s e t t i n g  slowif 

d i s i n ' e g r a t e s  i n t o  a n  i n f e r n o ,  a p o s s i b i l i t y  emphasized i n  

Moreau b y  the volcanic nature of the i s l a n d  a n d  b y  i t s  v i b r a t i n g  ------ 
+'[now] a n d  t h e ~  [ t o ]  a fa i r - f ,  q u i v e r  of e a z t h q u a k e "  (88) .  Even  

t h e  p r o v i n c i a l l y  E n g l i s h ,  g a r d e a - l i k e  l a n d s c a p e  of Thg gay qf 

ttig a o r l d ~  h a s  c o n c e a l e d  within itself a n  i n f e r n o ,  one r e v e a l e d  

b y  t h e  p i l l a g i n g  B a r t i a n s ,  who a f t e r w a r d s  s e e d  "he  exposed  



a a t u r a i  l a n d s c a p e  w i t h  t h e i r  onz e x o t i c  f a u n a ,  T h e  heso of t h a t  

n o v e l ,  like m t h  P s e r d i c k  a ~ d  t h e  Time T r a v e l l e r ,  m u s t  s p e e d i l y  

a d a p 5  h i m s e l f  to t h e  e x o t i c  l a ~ d s c a p e ,  and  i n  t h i s  process o f  

acclimatization, v h i c h  i s  a l s o  a r ea l r za* ion  of  h i s  own 

e s t r a n g e ~ e n t  from + h e  s e t t i n g ,  t h e  hero Decomes a w a r e  t h a t  the 

e x o t i c i s m  i s  both t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  a n d  :he a p p e a r a n c e  of a m y s t e r y  

c o ~ c e a l e d  b e n e a t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  p a t t e r n s  of t h e  i s l a n d "  s o c i a l  

i n t e r a c t i o n s ,  Thc u n w i n d i n g  of t h e  m y s t e r y ,  which the h e r o  f e e l s  

i m p e l l e d  t o  u n d e r t a k e ,  i s  o f  c o u r s e  a l s o  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  h i s  

own c o n f l i c t ,  a n d  t h u s  is  m a t c h e d  b y  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  

d i s i n t e g r a t i o r .  of the h e r o ,  which a g a i n  r u n s  p a r a l l e l  to t h e  

d i s i n t e g r a t i o n ,  or  p r o v o k i n g  of a v i o l e n t  crisis w i t h i n  t h e  

i s f a r d ' s  s o c i e t y ,  I n  The gay 05 the Worlds t h e  c r i s i s  takes over 

a i m s t  the entire s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  book; the s e t t i n g  a s  arena 

shows t h a t  t h e  u t o p i a  of t h e  s c i e s t i f i c  romaaces i s  i n  g e c e r a P  

i n v e r t e d ,  T h e  h e r o 9 s  being cast  away  uz t h e  i s l a n d  s h o w s  that 

his s u p p o s e d  m a t u r i t y  is s k i l l  open  t o  q u e s t i o n .  G a i n i n g  a t  l a s t  
0 

t h i s  minimum of s e l f - k n o w l e d g e ,  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  b o t h  P r e n d i c k  

a n d  t h e  Time T r a v e l l e r  is  t o  d i s e n t a n g l e  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t o  w i t h d r a w  

to c o n t e m p l a t e  " t h e  g i i t t e r i s g  h o s t s  of h e a v e n "  ( 1 4  1 ) .  

I t  is p o s s i b l e  then t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  i n  I s l a n d  of Qy, 

N o r e d u  a f o u r - f o l d  a l l e g o r y ,  t h o u g h  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  N m e a n i n g s f l  ----- 
exists i n d e p e n d e n t l y  o f  ~ h e  o t h e r s ,  nor a t  all v e r y  d i s t i n c t l y ,  

bu.t i r i  f a c t ,  al l .  a r e  c o l i a p s e d  in", oon a n o t h e r ,  It may be 

t h o u q h t  o f  f i r s t l y  a s  (in Wellsv terms) a t heo log ica l  



yro%sguue4f w i t h  Eoreau s t a n d i n g  in f o r  t h e  ~ h r i s t i a n  god in his 

a s p e c t  ~f s a v i o u r ,  Moreau g i v e s  the a n i m a l s  ( s i n c e r s )  a p e r v e r s e  

salvation {humari c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ) .  P r e n d i c k  acts o u t  the sole  of 

Peter b y  f i r s t  denying Moreau ,  then l a r e r  accepti~g him, 

P r e n a i c k  a l s o  tr ies t o  take o v e r  M o r e d u t s  a u t h o r i t y ,  tries t o  
- -- 

/-_I____- 

b e c o m e  ttle l e a d e r  of t h e  b r e t h r e n ,  by  ~ e c o r ~ s t i t u t i n y  M o r e a u * ~  
,--- 

_2__ 

dea+h as a parodic a s s u m p t i o ~  p r e f i s u r i n g  a r e s u r e e c t i o n  and 
*--- -- _ - - 

l a s t  j u d g e m e n t .  I t  may b e  t b o u g h t  of s e c o n d l y  a s  a s c i e n t i f i c  
-d 

a l l e g o r y ,  with Mreau a s  t h e  p e r s o c i f i c a t i o n  of whatever s h a p i n g  

force i n  evolution h a s  r o u g h  hewn men from out their animal 

origins, The e x t e n t  to which  these two levels of the a L f e q o r y  

i n t e r p e c e t r a t e  shows t o  how g r e a t  a n  e x ' e n t ,  f o r  P e l i s  a s  for 

his t e a c h e r ,  H u x l e y ,  the content of t h e i r  o s t e n s i b l y  d e s p i s e d  

r e l i g i o n  Eiowed t a c k  i n t o  the mould of t he i r  scientific t h o u g h t .  

I t  may b e  t h i r d l y  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  i n  t h a t  Prendickts possible 

assimilated m a t u r i t y  i s  f o r e s h a d o w e 8  i n  his c o n f h i c t s  with the 

v a r i o u s  ' 'characters" o n  t h e  i s l a n d ,  w h o  h e r e  r e p r e s e a t  t h e  parts 

of his psyche, a n d  i t  may be f o u r t h l y  c u l t u r a l ,  i n  t h a t  

P r a d i c k  * s  conf f i c t s - a s  a r ep resen ta t ive  f a t e  V i c t o r i a n  

Man--are r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h o s e  f o u n d  i n  many i f  n o t  m s t  

i n d i v i d u a l s  in his c u l t u r e ,  T h e s e  two l a t t e r  l e v e l s  of t h e  

a l l e g o r y ,  a g a i n ,  i n t e r p e n e t r a t e  to a h i g h  d e g r e e ,  



XPV. Darwinian E v o l u t i o n  i n  Freud and  Wells 

What e m e r g e s  h e r e  is  ? h a t  ii a  s e n s e ,  t h e  t e x t s  of F r e u d  

a n d  Hel ls  a r c  c o n v e r g e t t ,  T h e y  meet f .o t  on1 y i n  terms of  t h e i r  

d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  a r e p r e s e r - t a t i v e  late V i c t o r i a n  l'WanJi, b u t  a l s o  

i n  their c h o i c e  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  s t r a t e g i e s ,  d d a p t a t i o n s  of t h e  

a l l e g o r i c a l  me thod ,  T h e  c o n v e r g e n c e  may b e  most c l e a r l y  seen, 

however, in tkeir u s e s  of Dar w i ~ i a r ,  b i o l o g y ,  w h i c h  underpins t h e  

m e t h o d ~ l o q i e s  o f  b o t h  t e x t s ,  E v o l u z i o n  is  take^ By b o t h  F r e u d  

a n d  Wells, f i r s t  a s  a f a c t ,  a n d  s e c o n d  a s  i m p f y i n g  t h a t  t h e  

hurncin a c h i e v e m e n t  ( c u l t u r e )  is a t  t h e  mercy  of t h e  -. u n s t a b l e  

,, 
f o r c e s  w h i c h  f i r s t  c r e a t e d  i t  [ n a t u r e ) ,  T h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of - 
that p o t c n t i a l i y  d a n g e r o u s  r a t u r e  i u  huaacs is, f o r  F r e u d ,  t n e  

i d ,  which i s  ocefs  b i p l o g i c a l  i n h e r i t a ~ c e ,  +.he a n i m a l  s i d e  of 

h u m a n i t y ,  t h e  s u b s * r a t u m  of p u r e  i n s t i f i c t s  s h a r e d  by humari and 

a n i m a l  a l i k e ,  a T h e  " h i g h e r "  a n i m a l s ,  i n d e e d ,  m u s t  s h a r e  w i t h  

h u m a n i t y  a  c l o s e l y  s im i l a r  m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o ~ ,  T h u s  i t  i s  

------------------ 
1 F r e u d  ( 3 9 3 8 ) ,  " O u t l i n e u ,  pp, 4, 13. 0ri the connectedness of the  
human a n d  a n i m l  r e a l m s  see also F r e u d  ( 1 9 3 3 1 ,  " g h y  War?'+, z g r  
U. X X I I ,  p. 204,  a n d  P r e u d  ( l 9 2 4 ) .  " T h e  R e s i s t a n c e s  t o  
P s y c h o - A n a l y s i s n ,  33, V .  XIX, p p ,  219-22  a n d  see a l so  E r n e s t  
J o n e s ,  The Lhfg gad Work gf sgqmund F r e u d  f N e o  York: ~ a s i c  
Books,  l 9 5 i ' ) ,  V ,  111, p p ,  302-14,  J o n e s  is  v a g u e  on Freud's 
p r e c i s e  b i o l o g i c a l  s c u r c e b o o k s ,  b u t  Haeckel seems a likely 
c a n d i d a t e ,  a n d  of c o u r s e ,  Darwin  himself, A less e x p l i c i t  
r e f e r e n c e  may b e  b e  feud ic Freud ( l ' 3 2 3 ) ,  givillzat&sri &2 
I l i s c o n t e ~ L g ,  n?Lt 17, p .  60. 



t h r o u g h  the " h i g h e r u  and r e a c h i n g  i ts  terminus i n  %an .  In t h i s  

s c h e m a ,  t%e more e v o l v e d  a n  animal is t h e  0 h u a a n i z e d  i t  

b e c o m e s  a n d  t h e  more s u b m e r g e d  i t s  i d  becomes, E v o l u t i o n  is 

the re fo re  equated w i t h  a n  i n c r e a s i ~ . g  t e a d e n c y  t o  dispense w i t h  

t h e  i d ,  o r ,  s i x e  t h i s  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  p o s s i b l e ,  t o  r e s % r i c t .  i ts  

+ # a p p r o a c h e s  t o  m o t i l i t y u  , z  e f  f e c t i v e l  y  s u g p r e s s i n g  it.  3 

Education r e p e a t s  this e v o l u t i u n a r y  p r o c e s s ,  o n t o g e n p  

r e c a p i t u l a t i n g  p h y l o g e n y .  Q Humans a r e  s l o t t e d  i n t o  t h e i r  

r e s p e c t i v e  c u l t u r a l  settings by the r e d i r e c t i o c  o f  i d  d e ~ a n d s ,  

i n  other  w o r d s ,  by s u b l i m a t i o n ,  

1~ a c f  1s' novel, t h i s  i s  the f u n c t i o n ~ f  M o r e a u * s  Law, t o  

of Moreau's Law r e p r e s e n t s  the v i c t o r y  o f  e d g c a t i o n  o v e r  
----__---.--------̂ --- - -___=. - -------- 

i n g s b c t .  Yet the need  f o r  t h e  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  Law 

r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  i n c o m ~ l e t e n e s s  of the p r o c e s s  b y  which t h e  Folk 

a r e  e x t r a c t e d  f r o m  the Beasts. T h e  Beast F o l k s *  f e a r  of Moreau, 

3 F r e u d  { 191  3 ) ,  gq2gg qzg Taboo,  S g ,  V XIfI, p,  97,  See a l s o  
F r e u d  ( 1 9 2 9 ) ,  C i v i l i z a t i o n  aBd its Disconterits, Ji?& 17, gp. 17, 
71, 

4 F r e u d  (13381, " O u ? l i n e " ,  &u 35, p, 4 2 ,  T h e  c o n c e p t  is m e  of ' 

Freud+s main  t h e o r e t i c a l  underpinnings and  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  it n a y  
b e  f o u n d  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  w x k s ,  1s d e r i v e s  3 r i g i n a f l y  from 
N a e c k e l ,  



which he c u l t i v a t e s ,  keeps them m o r e o v e r ,  dependent o n  him, so 
------- 

<-------C t h a t  t h e i r  s o c r a l x z a t ~ o n  a r d  i n d i v i d u a t i o n  remains u n c o m p l e t e d .  

~ h t ;  o p p o ~ i t i o n  between t h e  i n s t i n c  ? u a l  c r a v i n g s  o f  t h e  c h i l d i s h  
r--% /--- - - 

B e a s f l ~ o l k  andj-the cul t -ure  which t h e  satriarchaf Yoreau i m p o s e s  
e -- - \ . . _ _  --- 

u p o n  them--.a cli;tture inade u p  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  o f  n e q a t i o n s - i s  
/--- --- ---__. - - 

t h u s  aiade u n u s u a l l y  s h a r p  a x d  c l e a r - c u t .  N o t i c e  t o o  t h a t  Wells 
/ 

_lll_._l___ - 

n o t  o n l y  p f e s e c t s  t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  b e t w e e n  " c u l t ~ r e * ~  a n d  " n a t u r e "  
/--- 

_-_--- 
( a s  d o e s  F r e u d )  as  a n  i n t e r n a l ,  mental. p r o c e s s ,  b u t  that 

--. ---- - -  

muck fr8ift- i t  a s  the Beast F o l k ,  

F o r  b o t h  Freud and Wells then, t h e  human p e r s o n a l i t y  cdn 

e s t a b l i s h  i tself  o c l y  b y  c o n s t a n t l y  a i a i n t d i n i n y  a b a r r i e r  o f  

r ep re s s ion  a g a i n s t  the "lowerf*, or less e v a l v e d  p a r t s  of i t s e l f ,  

What t h i s  a m o u n t s  ?o is, a s  h i s t o r i a n  Lcszek K o i a k o w s k i  h a s  

s a i d ,  a s y s t e m  t h a t  may b e  f a i r l y  d e s c r i o e d  a s  e m b o d y i u g  a 

b e l i e f  i n  % h e  wdemonology o f  i s+s t imtu , s  Ix a s s e r t s  that t h e  

" p r i m i t i v e M  pacts  of t h e  p s y c h e ,  h o s t i l e  a n d  opposed  l i k e  a 

s u l l e n  c lass  o f  s e r v i t o r s  t o  the " h i g h e r w  mind,  m u s t  somehow be 

c o n t r o l l e d  i f  an i n d i v i d u a l  i s  t o  f u n c c i o n  e i t h e r  for i ts  

s e l f - b e n e f i t  o r  as  a member o f  a s o c i a l  u n i t . 6  

SLcszek K o l a k o w s k i ,  " T h e  P s y c h o a c a l y t i c  T h e o r y  o f  CultureH, i n  
Robert  aoyers [ E d . ) ,  P s y c h o l o y i c a l  &iz (New York: H a r p e r  and  Row 
[ C o l o p h o n ] ,  19751, pp .  27-56. Q u o t a t , i o n  is •’run: p .  5 6 .  Trans, by 
M i c h a e l  Hoc tgomery ,  Article c o p y r i g h t  1967, L e s z e k  K o l a k o u s k i .  

6 F r e u d  ( l 3 3 2 ) ,  " M y  Contact w i t h  J o s e p h  P o p p e r - L y n k e u s f q ,  23, Y, 
'XXfI, p ,  221;  " F o r  our mind, t h a t  p r e c i o u s  i n s t r u m e n t  by v h o s e  
means we n a i s C a i n  o u r s e l v e s  i n  life, i s  no  p e a c e f u l l y  
se l f -cor , ta ined u n i z y .  It i s  r a t h e r  t o  be c o ~ a p d s e d  with a modem 
state in w h i c h  a mob, e a g e r  f o r  e ~ j o y m e n t  a n 3  destruction, h a s  



I n  t h e  k r e u d i a r  mode i  of p e r s o r i a i i t y  t h e n ,  no  less t h a n  in 

ae:lzl a l l e g o r y ,  e n d o - p s y c h i c  r e l a t i o c s  are p i c c u r e d  a s  somewha t  

p r e c d r i o u s .  T h e  r r o d e l  a s s u m e s  t h a t  i n  s h i f t i n g  a l l i a n c e s  power  

q r o u p s  m a 2 i p u l a t s  sensat ions,  b o t h  e x t e r n a l  2nd  i n t e r n a f ,  each 

i n  o r d e r  to better its p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  expense o f  t h e  o t h e r s  i n  

a  k i n d  of p s y c h i c  H o b b e s i a n  war o f  e a c h  a g a i n s t  a l l .  

T h e  p r i m a r y  F r e u d i a n  m o d e l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  is a l r e a d y  

p o l i t i c i z e d  a n d  t h i s  a c c o u n t s  f o r  the ease with w h i c h ,  i n  his 

l a t e r  w r i t i z y s ,  F r e u d  i s  a b l e  t o  e x t r u d e  s u c h  a c o m p e l l i n g  

s o c i o l o g y ,  o r  r a t h e r ,  a g r o u p  p s y c h o l o g y ,  f tom h i s  o r i g i n a l  

model-of  the p e r s o n a l i t y .  R e a l l y  i: is a d e v e l o p m e n t  of the 

f a m i l i a r  metaphor cf t h e  b o d y  p o l i t i c ,  first i n t e r n a l i z e d  t o  

rnodel  :he humar: ~ e r s o n a l i t y  m a  l a t e r  re t r i e ived  t o  model a 

p e s s i m i s t i c  s o c i o l o g y ,  J u s t  a s  i n  %e l i s*  n o v e l ,  su i c  F r e u d ,  t h o  

a f l e q o r y  o f  c r . d o - p s y c h i c  relations a l so  s e r v e s  t o  model  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  t h e i r  b r o a d e r  soc i a l  c o n t e x t ,  

a n d  3 e  h o s t i f i t y  g e n e t i c a l l y  i r n p l a r , t e d  i n  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  

c h a r a c t e r i z e s  a n d  v e x p i a i n s w  t h e s e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  The 

-----I------------ 

6 ( c o n t 9 d )  t o  be  h e l d  down by a p r u d e n t  s u p e r i o r  c lass ,H T h e  
passages immediately f o l l o w i n g ,  too lengthy t o  b e  quoted h e r e ,  
extend t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of tSe s t a t e n e ~ t ;  t h e  mob e q u a l s  z h e  
i n s t i n c t s .  A t .  t h e  c l o s e  o f  t h e  e s s a y ,  a f t e r  c a l l i n g  P o p p e r  a 
**s i inple-minded,  great mant1, F r e u d  s a y s  t h a t  h e  " r e f l e c t e d  much 
o v e r  t h e  r i g h t s  of the i n d i v i d u a l  w h i c h  h e  ~ P o p p e r l  a d v o c a t e d  
a n d  t o  which I s h o u l d  h a v e  f s i c f  g l a d l y  a d d e d  my s u p p o r t  had I 
not been  r e s t r a i n e d  by t h e  ? % o u g h t  t h a t  x e i t h e r  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  of 
Na%ure nor  t h e  aims o f  human s o c i e t y  q u i t e  justified s u c h  a 
c f a i n f i  ( 2 2 Y ) .  T h e  s u l l e n  s e r v i t o r s  are a l s o  i m r l i e d  i n  o t h e r s  of 
F r e u d ' s  u se s  of t h e  state a e t a p h o r ,  



r e l a t i o n s h i ?  o f  t h e  r u l e d  t o  t h n i r  rulers i s  a l r e a d y  mapped i n  

d e t a i l  in t h e  d e s c r i p t i o ~  of t h e  r e i a t i o ~ s  ~ e t w e e n  psychic 

a q e 3 c i t 3 s r  

I+ s h o u l d  be ~ o t e d ,  of c o u r s e ,  tkat these f o r m u l a t i o s s  

t h o u q h  e x a m i n e d  here i n  t h e  works o f  F r e u d  a n d  Wells, are the 

common s t o c k - i n - t r a d e  of l a t e  n i n e t e e n t 5  c e n t u r y  t h o u g h t ,  n o  

less i n  t h e i r  a d o p t i o n  o f  D a r w i n i a ~  b e l i e f s  t h a n  i n  t h e i r  

p e s s i m i s t i c  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  t h o s e  b e l i e f s .  T h e  older b e l i e f  i n  

G o d - d i r e c t e d  bereficent nature v a a i s h e s  w i t h  Darwin's e x p l o s i o n  

of i c t e n t i o n a l i t y ;  i n  its place is a r e a f f i r m a t i o n  of n a t u r a l .  

l a w ,  without a g u i d i u g  i n t e l l i g e n c e  b u t  having n e v e r t h e l e s s  the 

c a p a c i t y  t o  ~ a k e  i t s e l f .  HeCce t h e  creat ioc of n a t u r e  a s  a 

s o v e r e i g n  force, extremely p o w e r f u l  and  a b s o l u t e f y  i ~ b p l a c a b l e ,  

Wydinst this both Freud a n d  d e l i s ,  a t  o z e  w i t h  many of: 

t h e i r  c o n t e ~ p o r a r i e s ,  oppose e g o ,  o r  will. F r e u d ' s  p s y c h o l o g y  

aims a t  the s z r e n g t h e n i n q  o f  t h e  ego a n d  t - h e r e f o r e  it c a n n o t  

h e l p  b u t  see t h e  u n t  r a m m e l l e d  i n s  t i n c t s  a s  t h s e a t e r - i n g .  

Prendicbr s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the totality o f  h u n a n - n e s s  and 

s e l f - h o o d  w i t h  abstract reason i s  a r e s p o n s e  t o  a similarly 

p e r c e i v e d  t h r e a t .  

As P r e s d i c k  d i s c o v e r s  w i t h  t h e  B e a s t  F o l k ,  h o w e v e r ,  

b r i d l i n g  the i n s t i n c t s  o c f y  m a k e s  them the more c l a m o r o u s  in 

their d e m a n d s  f o r  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o a ,  makes t hem into i m p s  o f ,  

d e s t r u c t i o n .  I f  one  b e l i e v e s  t o o  t h a t  o n e  h a s  e v o l v e d ,  b u t  t h a t  

t h e  n a t * i r a l  beast i s  s t i l l  a c t i v e  v i i t h i n ,  t h e n  b o t h  o n e ' s  



society a n d  one's p e r s o c a i  s i t u a t i o n  sepm not o s f y  tenuous 

a c h i e v e m e n t s  b u t  a l s o  l i a b l e  t o  c o l l a p s e ,  a n d  f o r  r e a s o E s  

' o t a l l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o n t r o l  of e i t h e r  o n e s e l f  o r  one ' s  s o c i e t y ,  

T h e  mortal blow Darwinism d e a l t  t h e  institutions of r e l i g i o n  

c o n s i s t e d  i n  Its ( l a r g e l y  s u c c e s s f u i )  attempts t o  d i s p e r s e  the 

c o m p o n e n z s  of a structure u i t h i n  which law a n d  d e s i r e ,  d n d  

con:rol  of oneSs proximate f a t e ,  were r e c o g ~ i z e d  a n d  v a l i d a + e d ,  

H u x l e y  ' s  f a m o u s  l e c t u r e  on w E v o l u t i o n  a n d  E t h P ~ s * ~ 7  is n o t h i n q  

less t h a n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e a s s e a b f e  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  body of 

C h r i s t i a n  ethics b y  a n  ac t  o f  t h e  will alone;  a s  before,  

h u m a n i t y ' s  u l t i m a t e  f a t e  r e m a i n s  o u t  o f  i t s  h a n d s ,  b u t  t h r o u g h  

w i l l e d  e t h i c a l  a c t i o n ,  s a y s  H u x l e y ,  a t  l e a s t  a d e c e n t  social  

o rde r  may b e  b a t t l e d  away  from n a t u r e ,  some small g a r d e n  i n  the 

w i l d e r n e s s  may b e  rna in t a ine i3 . a  Just  so i s  P r e n d l c k i s  l i f e  oack 

i n  E x g l a n d  based o n  a n  e f f o r t  of "he w i l l ,  H e  attains a n  

i n c o m p l e t e  s a l v a t i o n  t h r o u g h  s e l f - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  with cosmic 

u r i a l t e r a h l e  law o n l y  by  rigid e x c l u s i o n  from human c o n t a c t s ,  I n  

this, i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  P r e n d i c k  s a y s  h e  is 4 t m l g h t i l y  h e l p e d H  b y  

h a v i n g  t o l d  h i s  t a l e  ( " c o n f i d e d  my ca se f8  i s  how h e  p u t s  it) 

a s t r a n g e l y  able ma...a mental s p e c i a i i s r , ? '  ( 1 4 3 ) .  H i s  

7Thomas Henry H u x l e y ,  4 4 E v o l u t i o n  a n d  Ethicsu, i n  V, IX of  h i s  
@ & & e c t e d  E s s a y s  ( N e w  York: Appleton, 1902; facsimile reprint, 
M e w  York: Greenwood P r e s s ,  1 3 6 8 ) ,  pp .  46-86, O r i g i ~ , a Z l y  
d e l i v e r e d  a s  t h e  second Romanes  l ec ture ,  O x f o r d  1853. 

8 T h e  m e t a p h o r  is f r o m  Huxleyis l iP ro logo tnena i f  t o  t ' n e  e s s a y ,  a l s o  
i n  V, I X ,  p p ,  1-Q5. T h e  t w o  p a r t s  were issued t o g e t h e r  ia 1834 
a s  a  b o o k l e t ,  



s p e c i a l i s t  a n d  he - - and  p e r h a p s  Hells h a d  h e a r d  of t h e  V i e n n e s e  

alienistts l ' t a l ~ i n g  c u r e " - - b a n d  t oqe the r  t o  placate +,he demons. 

C o n s i d e r e d  a s  a " d e m o r o l o g y  of i n s t i n c z w ,  Freud4s 

s c i e n L i f  ic p s y c h o l o g y  Bay be said ( a g a i c  ic X o l a k o w s k i *  s words) 

ao h a v e  attempted t o  f o r g e  " t h e  moral i 4 i o s y n c r a s i e s  of the 

V i c y o r i a r ,  age i n t o  a n  e t e r n a l  law of c i ~ i i i z a t i o n . ' ~ ~  I n  t h i s  h e  

c o n c u r s  w i t h  J u n g i s  a c e r b i c  comment  that "in k e e p i n g  v i t h  the 

s p i r i t  of the a g e  i F r e u d f  r e s t r i c t e d  himself t o  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of i a s t i n c t i v e  m e c h a n i s m s  a n d . ,  ,sarrowed the 

p i c t u r e  o f  man t.0 the w h o l e n e s s  of a2 e s s e u ~ i a l l y  ' b o u r g e o i s *  

c o l l e c t i v e  person. 0 

B o t h  authors k e 1 i e v e ,   the^, t h a t  t h e y  a r e  d e s c r i b i ~ g  t he  

essential, universal Ran, Yet g i v e c  t h e  f a c t  o f  c l o s e l y  p a r a l l e l  

d e s c r i p t i o n s  it seems f a r  easier t o  assume that In an a t t e m p t  t o  

1 0 ~ 3 %  t h e  p a t h o l o g y  of t h e i r  own times b o t h  i n  f a c t  allegorize 

$ h e  Man of t h e i r  c o n t e m p o r a r y ,  s h a r e d  c u l t u r e .  

P e r h a p s  too,  t h r o u g h  s imilar  r h e t o r i c a l  s t r a t e g i e s ,  each 

author hopes to locate  h i s  own p o r t i o n  of t h a t  p a t h o l o g y ,  o r  

rat3er, define a s t a n c e  f o r  himself i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t .  I n  so 

d o i n g ,  of c o u r s e ,  possible attitudes f o r  e a c h  member of t h e i r  

-o---------------- 

9 1 b i d , ,  p p .  52-3. T h e r e  a r e  problems with KoZakowskias a r g u m e n t .  
O n e ,  f o r  examp le  i s  t h a t  i t  often seems t o  verge on mere 
character a s s a s s i ~ a t i o c ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  is t h a t  i t  remains 
d e t e r m i n e d l y  u n a w a r e  t h a t  some  of i t s  terms c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  been 
c o n s t i t u t e d  s a v e  i r  a p o s t - F r e u d i a n  world, 



r e s p e c t i v e  a u d i e ~ c c s  a r e  t e s t e d  f o r  f i t n e s s .  g h a t  exactly i s  t h e  

r e f a t i o n  o f  t n e s e  i c d i v i d u a l  a u t h o r s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l i z e d  Plan, o f  

t h e  c u l t u r e ,  t h a t  r a d i c a l l y  d i v i d e d  c r e a t u r e  who bulks s o  l a r g e  

i n  t h e i r  i c v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  his t w i n  s t a t u s ,  f i r s t  a s  a n i m a l ,  
"-- -,--".-------- ----___ _ 

t h e n  a s  c i t i z e n ?  I n  F r e u d ' s  case my command o f  the sources is  _ ,J 
n o t  ceTfAic e n o u g h  to d o  a n y t h i r ' g  more t h a n  o f f e r  a t e n t a t i v e  

o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  ?rcudls Ran i ~ t e r i o r i z e s  p o l i t i c s  a n d  uses the 

i m p o s s i b i l i t y  of a stable p o l i t i c s  o f  s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  t o  s u p p o r t  

a prior b e l i e f  i n  the d o m i n a n c e  of h i s  a n i m a l  i n s t i n c t s ,  

For  both F r e u d  aad Wells, ?be 3890 ts  were a n  e m o t i o n a l l y  
,N-------- 

t u r b u l e n t  time, t h e i r  lives n o t  " s e t t l i n g  downu u n t i l  a f t e r  the 
/ -P_p__l llJl 

t u r n  o f  the c e r i t u r y  when p u b l i c  acclaim a s s u r e d  each of 
-____LC--- 

---'-? 

c o n t i n u e d  success, 1 Xn Wells1 case t h e  c o n f l i c t  m e d i a t e d  

_-C----;--r 
---------- 

t h c o a q  h fils scieace-fictioc n o v e i s  were, intellectually, 

d e v e l o p e 3  f r o m  h i s  s c h o o l i n g  a t  t h e  Normal S c h o o l  of S c i e n c e  i n  

South K e n s i n g t o n  11884-87) .  From Veils' b i o g r a p h i e s ,  h i s  own a n d  

t h o s e  by  L o v a t  D i c k i n s o n  arid b y  Norman a n d  Jeanne BacKenzie, i t  

seems c lear  t h a t  t h e  c o z f l i c t  rested on a s s u m p % i o n s ,  ways of 

s e e i n g  t h e  w o s l d ,  which Wells n e v e r  closely e x a m i n e d  except i n  

h i s  romances; a n d  i%rrest.s i n  ~ a t t i c u l a r  o n  a n  e x a g g e r a t e d  

n o t i o c  of Man's  innate qualities a s  t e n d i c g  towards d e s t r u c t i o n ,  



T h e  a t a t u s  of h i s  r o m a n c e s  a s  f i e t i o r - s  t h u s  e cab l ed  Wells t o  

come t o  g r i p s  with his t r o u b l e d  e m o t i o n a l  f i f e  w i t h o u t  t h e  

~ e c e i ; s i " , y  of a p p l y i n g  their s h a d o w e d  a s s i m i l a + i o n s  i m m e d i a t e 1  y 

t o  h i a s e l f .  Tn the end h e  c h o s e  cot f n  c o n f r m ~  h i m s e l f  b u t  

s i m p l y  s o  al-r  t h e  r e l a t i v e  w e i g h t  o f  the terms; s o c i e t y  is t he  
- 

root  c a u s e  u f  Hanas sorrows, t h e r e f o r e ,  c h a n g e  ik, make a 

t e c h n o c r a t i c  u t o p i a  a n d  a s e g e r & e r a t e d  Man w i l l  n a - u r a l l y  foilow. 

T h e  a l t e r a t i o r  of society, h o w e v e r ,  p r o v e d  a h a r d e r  t a s k  

t h d n  e i t h e r  # e l l s  or h i s  c o c t e m p o r a r i e s - - w h o  were f o r  a time 

c a p t i v a t e d  by h i s  v i s i o n s - - s e e m  e v e r  t o  h a v e  i m a g i n e d  when h e  

f i r s t  set t h l s  as  h i s  aim wi th  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of apticieqgioqp 

i 3  1901.  Yet t h a t  i t  was a n  i m p o s s i b l e  T a s k  s k o u l d  n o t  r e a l l y  

h a v e  s u r p r i s e d  B e l l s ,  f o r  a s  h i s  own gqr of $he #orl& 

( 1  838)  ha9 claimed, t e c h n o 1  o g i c a 1  povei:, l o g i c a l l y  a c h i e v z d  

t h r o u g h  s c i e n c e ,  d o e s  n o t  a l t e r  Wan's i n n a t e l y  d e s t r u c t i v e  

t e n d e n c i e s  but nere3.y a m p l i f i e s  their e f f e c t s ,  I n  his l a t e r  

w o r k s  Wells a c h i e v e s  t h e  u t o p i a n  s t a t e  b y  first a l l o w i n g  

a n i m a l i t y  wedded  t o  technology f u i l  scope; asmayeddon o c c u r s ,  

f o l l o w e d  by a ~ o c a l y p s e :  t h e  bad o l d  w o r l d  is  d e s t r o y e d  i n  a r a in  

of f i r e  a n d  a i l  t h e  b a d  o l d  l e a d e r s  w i t h  i t ,  L e f t  t o  p i c k  u p  the 

p i e c e s  a r e  t h e  t e c h n o c r a t s .  T h e  c e g a t i v e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of science 

a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  havi1.u been t r i e d  asd f o u n d  w d n t i a y ,  l o g i c a l l y  

s p e a k i n g  n o t h i n g  i s  l e f t  but t o  t r y  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  positive 

consequences; enter, s t a g e  r i g h t ,  t h e  m i l l e r n i a l  k ingdom,  



I f  a l l  this seems t o  h a v e  a b i b l i c a l  r i n g  i t  is o e c a u s e  t h e  

p a t t e r n  o f  the a p o c a l y p s e  a n d  m i l l e n n i u m  is d r a w n  f rom C h r i s t i a n  

e s c h a t s l o g i c a l  h o p e s  a n d  v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  Day of J u d g e m e n t ,  1 2  

Fundamenta l l y ,  Y e l l s *  is  a C h s i s t i a r ,  v i s i o n ,  t h o u g h  n o t  

C h r i s t i a n  i n  ax  o r t h o d o x  sense. T h e  b e l i e f  i n  # a n ' s  i n n a t e  

d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  h a s  i t s  z o o + s ,  i n  ~ e i l s ,  i n  d Cdlvi~ist 

c o n v i c t i o n  of t h e  i n e r a d i c a b i l i t y  o f  o r i g i n a l  s i n ,  which wells 

a p p a r e n t l y  I c a r n e d  f r o m  his m o t h e r .  ' 3 Wellsi %other n o t  only 

t a u g h t  hint t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  c r e e d  ( T o g e t h e r  w i t h  h i s  letters 

1 2 N o r m a ~  Cohn, us P u r s u i t  pg jAg 4 i l l e z n n i u m  ( N e w  York: O x f o r d  
U n i v ,  Press, 2 n d ,  r e v i s e d  e d , ,  3970),  p p ,  20-23,  The  p a t t x n ,  
s a y s  Cohn,  i s  one comaon  t o  b o t h  the J e w i s h  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  
t r a d i t i o n s ,  aad t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p a t t e r r -  i n  Wells i s  d a t e d  t o  
r o u g h l y  1 6 5  BC, t h e  time of t h e  w r i t i a g  o f  t h e  Book of D a n i e l ,  
I n  the  m i d d l e  aqes, + h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e  o f  Cobn9s study, s u c h  
m i l l e n i a l  e x p e c t a t i o n s  f l o u r i s h e d  p x i m a z i l y  among t h e  w o r k i z g  
c l a s s e s  d n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  ortkodox c h a n , n e i s  of b e l i e f ,  D u r i n g  t h e  
R e f o r m a t i o n  versions o f  t h e s e  n t i l f e r a i a l  f a n t a s i e s  a c q u i r e d  t h e  
s t a r u s ,  w i t h i n  some of the new sects, o f  o r t h o d o x y .  B e l l s  
a h s ~ r b e d  t h e  f a c t a s i e s  t h r o u g h  h i s  m o t h e r i s  t e a c h i n g s ,  o n  w h i c h  
see f o l l o w i n g  n o t e .  

l3Normdn and J e a ~ n e  HacKerrzie, 22 czt., p ,  23: u s h e  [ S a r a h  
!dells] came from d f a m i l y  o f  Ulster P r o x e s t a n t s ,  c j iven  t o  a 
s t r a i n  of b e l i e f  much more s e v e r e  t h a r .  t h e  b o d y  o f  the A n g l i c a r  
c h u r c h  in E n g l a n d  a n d  m o r e  i n c l i n e d  t o  a f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  v i ew  of 
r e v e a l e d  r e l i g i o n O 3 *  No i u d e p e n d e n t  a u t h o r i t y  i s  g i v e n  for:  t h i s  
statement b u t  t h e  MacKenzies a l s o  no t e  ( 2 3 - 4 )  t h a t  Hellsg h a v i n g  
rea3 B u n y a n ' s  P i l q r i m t s  P r o g r e s s ,  a n d  havi r .9  t o o  various o t h e r  
Lon C h u r c h  t h e o l o g i c a l  w o r k s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  him a c c ~ u n t s  f o r  f a t  
t h e  least ,)  h i s  e v i d e c t  f a m i l i a r i i y  w i t h  t h e  a p o c a l y p t i c  
t r a d i t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when a d d e d  t o  h i s  m o t h e r ' s  t e a c h i n g s ,  
Wells h i m s e l f  s a y s  t h a t  h i s  m o t _ h e r * s  r e l i g i o n  '*was Low C h u r c h ,  
a n d  I was d i s p o s e d  t o  find, e v e n  i~ my t e n d e r  y e a r s ,  L o w  C h u r c h  
t h e o l o g y  a l i t t l e  too stiff f o r  me,.." , p 2 3 ) .  T h e  
L o w  C h n r c h  b r a n c h  of t h e  C h u r c h  of E n y i a r ~ d  iz i d e n t i f i e d  n i t h  
t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l s  of  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e x c h ,  c e x t u r y ,  who t e n d e d  t o  
b e  C a l ~ i ~ i s t i c .  



arid n u m b e r s )  kut i n s p i r e d  h i s  who le  u p b r i n g i n g  w i t h  a religious 

a t m o s p h e r e .  Kelfs had g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  breaking free both 

from t h i s  a n d  his m o t h e r T s  w e l l - i n t e L t i o c e d  e f f o r t s  t o  f*pface" 

him i f i  v a r i o u s  Ciraper  y e n p o r i a ,   fro^ h i s  E x p s r i m e n f ,  Ax 

Aut,obioqrd~hy ------- -- (3-334) it is c i ea r  t h a t  q u e s z i o n s  o f  s a l v a t i o n  a ~ d  

damna"on--and these are C a l v i n i s t  c o n c e r n s - - v e x e d  him a g r e a t  

d e a l ,  u n t i l  a b o u t  1882 ,  when h e  experienced what m i g h t  b e  c a l l e d  

It was iz t h e  c o u r s e  of a r e v i v a l i s t  m i s s i o n  a n d  I h a d  
been p e r s u a d e d  t o  go w i t h  one of the c o s t u m e  roow 
a s s i s t a n t s  who p l a y e d  e l d e r  sister t o  me, The  theme was 
t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  merit of Our S a v i o u r ' s  sacrifice a n d  
zCe h o r r o r  and t o r m e n t  o f  h e l l  from w h i c h  h e  h a d  s a v e d  
t h e  e lect .  T h e  1 ; r e a c h e r  had  a f l u t i n g  v o i c e  a n d  a 
faintly fo re iqn  a c c e n t ,  a f i n e  i m p a s s i o n e d  w h i t e  f a c e ,  
b u r n i n g  eyes a n d  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s  hdcds, H e  was e n  joying 
h imse l f  t h o r o u g h l y ,  He s p a r e d  u s  n o t h i n g  o f  hell's 
d r e a d f u l n e s s . .  , For a l i t t l e  while h i s  a c c o ~ p l i s h e d  
v o l u ~ i l i t y  c a r r i e d  me with h i m  and then my mind brorte 
i n t o  amazemen t  a c d  c o n t e m p t ,  T h i s  was m y  o l d  c h i l d i s h  
n i g h t m a r e  of God a n d  t h e  w h e e l ;  t h i s  was the s o r t  of 
t h i n g  t o  scare t e n  year  o l d s .  

1 l o o k e d  a t  the i n a e n t  f a c e s  about me, a t  the q u i e t  
q r a v i "  oof my f r i e n d  and a g a i n  a t  t h i s  g e s t i c u l a t i n g  
v o l u b l e  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  p u l p i t ,  e a r n e s t ,  i n t e n s e l y  
e a r n e s t - - f o r  h i s  e f f e c t .  D i d  this a c t o r  b e l i e v e  a word 
of  t h e  p r e p o s t e r o u s  m o n s t r o s i t i e s  he  was p o u r i n g  o a t ?  ... What was the c l u e  t o  the m a r i f e s t  d e e p  s a t i s f a c z i o n ,  
t h e  f e a r f u l  s a t i s f a c t i o s  of the b c i i e v e r s  about me? V h a t  
ha5  g o t  h o l d  of them? . . A r e a l  f e a r  of C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s s a i l e d  me, It was 
n o t  s j o k e ;  i t  was n o t h i n g  f u n n y  a s  t h e  p s e e t h i r k e y  
p r e t e n d e d .  I+ was s o m e t h i n g  immensely f o r m i d a b l e .  I t  was 
a c r e m e n 3 o u s  human f a c t .  We, t h e  s t i l l  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  
were s p r e a d  o v e r  ? h e  floor, n o t  one of u s  d a r i n g  t o  c r y  
n u t  a g a i n s t  t h i s  fel low's t h r e a t s ,  Most of u s  i n  some 
q r o z e s q u e  way s e e m e d  t o  l i k e  t h e  d r e a d f u l  s t u f f .  t 4  



T h e  t h r e a t  of hell was being u s e d  t o  d i s c i p l i n e ,  e x a c t l y  as 

sister ( p o s s y ,  who h a d  d i e d  i n  1864,  aged n i n e ,  t w o  years b e f o r e  

Bertle*s b i r t h ) ,  "a p r o d i g y  of E a r l y  P i e t y * ' ,  

I was i n d e e d  [ s a i d  Wells] a p r o d i g y  of E a r l y  
I m p i e t y ,  I was s c a r e d  b y  Hell, T d i d  n o t  a t  f i r s t  
g u e s t i o n  the existence of O u r  E a t h e r ,  b u t  no fear  or  
t e r r o r  c o u l d  p r e v e n t  my feeling t h a t  his All S e e i n g  Eye 
was  t h a t  o f  a n  Old S n e a k  a c d  t h a t  t h e  A t o n e m e n t  f o r  
w h i c h  I h a d  t o  b e  s o  g r a t e f u l  was e i t h e r  a n  i m p o s t u r e ,  a 
sham trick of s e l f - i m m o l a t i o n ,  or a c r a z y  
n i g h t m a r e , ,  . T h e r e  was a time whet I b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  
story a n d  s c h e m e  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  so  f a r  a s  I c o u l d  
u n d e r s t a ~ d  it;, just a s  there was a Limn when I b e l i e v e d  
t h e r e  was a D e v i l ,  k u t  t h e r e  was n e v e r  a time u h e n  T d i d  
n o t  h e a r t i i y  d e t e s t  t h e  w h o l e  business. 

I feared Hell d r e a d f u l l y  f o r  some time,, , B u t  one 
n i g h t  I h a d  a d r e a m  o f  Hell s o  p r e p o s t e r o u s  t h a t  i t  
b l a s t e d  t h a t  u r ~ d e s i r e a b l e  resort o u t  of m y  mind f o r  
e v e r ,  In a r  o l d  number  o f  C h a m b q  J o u z - g a l  f had r e a d  of 
the p u n i s h m e n t  of b r e a k i n g  a mdc ox t h e  w h e e l .  The 
h o r f o r  of i t  qot i n t o  my d r e a m s  and tkere was O u r  f a t h e r  
i n  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  m a l i g n a n t  p h a s e ,  ~ u s y  b a s t i n g  a poor 
b roke2  s i c n ~ r  r o t a t i n g  slowly over  a f i r e  b u i l t  u n d e r  
t h e  w h e e l . . , T h a t  dream p u r s u e d  me i c t o  t h e  d a y t i m e ,  
N e v c r  h a d  I h a t e d  God s o  i n t e n s e l y ,  1 5  

Yet Wells3 m o t h e r  h a d  a l so ,  c u r i o u s l y ,  w i s h h e l d  - h i s  Hell f r o m  

him. He notes t h a t  i n  an old d e v o t i o r a l  b o o k  ir t h e  h o u s e ,  

f t h e r e 1  was a p i c t u r e . .  . o b l i t e r a t e d  w i t h  s t a m p  p a p e r ,  
a n d  s o  p r o v o k i n g  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  c h a t  h a d  mother  been 
5 i d i n y  f r o m  me? By h o l d i n g  the page u p  F o  t h e  l l y h t  E 
d i s c o v e r e d  the c e n s o r e d  i l l u s t r a o i u n  r e p r e s e n z e d  
h e l 1 - f  i re;  d e v i l ,  p i t c h f o r k  a n d  damned,  af i c o m p l e t e  and 
drawn w i t h  g r e a t  g u s t o ,  '6 



T h e r e  i s  3 complex  o v e r l a p p i n g  of a f f i r a a t i o n  a n d  denial i n  a l l  

t h i s  t h a t  i n d i c a t e s  a n  a l m o s t  o b s s e s s i v e  d u d l i t y  in Wellsq 

r e l i q i o u s  q u e s t i o ~ i n g s .  H i s  m o t h e r  f r i g h t e n e d  h i m  w i t h  hell (it 

W ~ S  flg~>r,td enoughSi ,  h e  s a y s ,  '*to s ca r e  me acd p r e v e n t  mc c a i l i n c ? .  

ei+her o f  m y  [ e l d e r ]  b r o t h e r s  f oo l s ,  rz~ti.1 I was e l e v e n  o r  

t w e l v e , ,  , " 1 7 ) ,  y e t  s h e  a l s o  s o u g n i ,  word2essly, t o  protec t  him 

from it, t h u s  i n c r e a s i n g  his sense of i t s  t e r r i b l e n e s s ,  H e  

r e p o r t s  s n i g h t m a r e  so h o r r i f y i n g  that i t  passes o v e r  i n t o  

absurdity, a g a i n  a p r o c e s s  of a f f i r m a t i o n  a n d  d e n i a l ,  He claiiris 

t o o  t h a t  b e c a u s e  of t h i s  d r e a m ,  * * s u d d e n l y  t h e  l i g h t  brake 

t h r ~ u g h  t o  mi? a n d  T knew this God was a lie.fi18 Yet f i v e  years 

l a t e r  h e  was ssili v e x e d  e n o u g h  b y  f e d r s  of d a m n a t i o n  t o  need ,  

e m o t i o n a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  a s e c o r d  c l o s e l y  s i m i l a r  S q i l l u m i n a t i o n e a  

I n  each c?se wells reports a p r o f o u n d  t e r ror ,  f rrs t  of God (whom 

h e  " h a t e d . .  , i n t e n s e l y w ) .  l a te r  of t h e  p e r s u a s i v e n e s s  of G o d ' s  

a g e n t s ,  I n  t h e  l a te r  conversion e x p e r i e n c e  Wells feels himself 

t o  be suddenly i s o l a t e d  f r o m  e v e s y o n e  a r o u n d  h im,  t h e y  b e l i e v i n g  

a n d  h e  not ,  T h e  p e c u l i a r  s u b j e c t i v e  i n t e n s i t y  of that 

experience, of b e i a g  s a v e d  from r e l i g i o c  whilst a l l  a r o u n d  h im 

were s t i l l  co~demned  to suffer it, is aa echo i n  r e v e r s e  o f  a 

C a l v i n i s t i c  emphasis on the u c b r i d g e a b l e  g u l f  that d i v i d e s  the 

elect f r o m  t h e  d a m m d .  



I n  most forms of C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f  o r i y i x a l  s i n  may h e ,  if 

n o t  e x p u n g e d ,  ther- a t  :east d i m i n i s h e d  ir. r e g a r d  za oneself by 

c u l t i v a t i n g  v i r t u e  ar,d e s c h e w i n g  s i n .  Some v e r s i o n s  o f  

C a l a i n i s ~ ,  h o u e v e r ,  a n n e a l  Calvin's ~ y s t i c a l  d o c t r i n e  of ?he 

e lec t  i n t o  a s p i r i t u a l  caste s y s t e m ,  witt o n l y  t h e  elect saved ,  

t h e  resz i n e l u c t a b l y  damned and no act ,  g o o d  o r  b a d ,  c a p a b l e  of 

altering one's f a t e .  1 9  

T h i s  d o c t r i n e ,  o r  a v e r s i o n  of i t ,  was t h e  one Wells 

l e a r n e d  as a child and i t  h a d  i r r r p o r t a c r  c o n s e q u e n c e s  for: h i s  

l a t e r  beliefs, n o  less than fo r  t h e  s t r u c T u r e  of his w r i t i n g s ,  

T h e  C a f v i n i s t i c  structure of d a m n a t i o n  appears a q a i n  i n  Wellst 

e v o l u + i o n a r y  t h i n k i n g ,  a n d  i n  h i s  z e c i p e s  f o r  s o c i a l  

a ~ e l i o r a t i o c .  T h o s e  who create t h e  future, t h e  + e c h n o c r a t s ,  a r e  

dnaidgous t o  z h e  elect, i t  is t h u s  m o r a l l y  of no  c o n s e q u e n c e  

that it gas they who firs% p l a c e d  the m a c h i n e r i e s  of d e a t h  i n  

t h e  h a n d s  of t h e  damned,  t h e y  r e m a i r .  t h e  e l ec t ,  t h e  s a v i c g  

r e n n m t .  T h e  o t h e r s ,  those sti l l  skack2ed t o  t h e  P a l a @ o l i t h i c  

savage w i t h l n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  t h e s e  are t h e  damced ,  and t h e  proof of 

i s  lies in t h e i r  u s e  of the p o w e r s  l e ~ t  them b y  the elect, 

T h e s e  l a t t e r  r h e n ,  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h o s e  who h a v e  forsworn 

t h e i r  e a r t h l y  i n h e r i t a n c e ,  h a v i n g  ideaL i f  i e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  

e v o l v e d  b e i n g s ,  those who h a v e  d i s p e n s e d  w i t h  o r  effective1 y 

- ----------------- 
1 9 T h i . s  p a r t i c u l a r  v a r i a c t  o f  C a l v i ~ i s m  stenis from one o f  
G a l v i c 4 s  f o l l o w e r s ,  Beza, whose v e r s i o n  of t h e  f a i t h  was 
e n s h r i n e J  in the dec i s io r i  o f  t h e  Synod  of D o r t  ( 3618 -13 )  t h a t  
Cbrist had died o n l y  f o r  t h e  e lec t ,  



Evolutioc" and H a o r a l s  a n d  ~ivilitatiun~, Wells qses so f a r  a s  

t o  i d e n t i f y  o r i q i n a l  s i r  with a n  i c t u i t i o n  on the p a r t  of  

t 3 e o l o ~ i a n s  of  the g e r u i n e  a n d  o r i g i n a l  s p l i t  i n  Man's n a t u r ~ ,  

t h a t  b e t u e e n  k i s  ar.imal and h i s  civic selves. One uou ld  e x p e c t ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  a s  the c o r o l l a r y  t o  t h i s  e v o ; u t i o r A a r y  e l e c t i o n ,  :he 

d e p i c t i o n  of p r e h i s t o r i c  humans  a s  b l o o d t h i r s t y  s a v a y e z ,  a n d  

this is  i n  facfihow Wells draws them. T h i s  i s  a s  t r u e ,  moreover, 

of  h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  r o m a n c e s  a s  it i s  o f  h i s  p.&line of H i s t o r y  

{ I  92O), w h e r e  t h e  N e a n d e r t h a l s  are  p o r t r a y e d ,  i n  text a n d  w i t h  

l u r i d  a c c o m p a r i y i c g  p i c t u r e s ,  a s  far more tigerish t h a n  

w h i c h  3c f l s  Loped t o  r e c a p t u r e  t h e  spirit of the e a r l y  

r o i i i d n c e s , z l  a n  e v i l  s p i r i t  which p o s s e s s e s  some o t  t h e  

chazacters  is t r a c e d  t o  a rcheo log i s t s  h a v i n g  d i s t u r b e d  t h e  

g r a v e s  o f  a n c i e n t  s a v a g e s .  T h i s  se ts  t h e  s p i r i t s  free t o  w a n d e r  

-_---------- ------ 
2 0 W e l l s ,  ;kg Qptline ef Histogy (London:  G e o r g e  Wewnes, 1320) ,  
chapter  n i n e ,  p p ,  46-52,  Wells was c o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  %he 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s ,  some o f  w h i c h  were s u p p l i e d  by  + h e  p u b l i s h e r ,  but 
be  p r e s u m a b l y  e x e r c i s e d  e d i t o r i a l  conerol  over  the weekly p a r t s  
of t h e  work a s  t h e y  were i s s u e d .  See a l s o  A p p e ~ d i x  A ,  

21Anthsr iy  West, "He 6,  I;defTsi*, i n  ~ r i n c ~ p l g s  g i g  P e z s u a s i o n s  
(London: Eyre arid S p o t i s w o o d e ,  l 9 5 8 ) ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  B e r q o n z i  
( E d . ) ,  czt,, p, 2 3 ;  +'At t h e  close of hi3 life, from 2' 
&rzdggt P l a y e r  onwards, h e  was t r y i n g  t o  r e c a p t u r e  t h e  s p i r i t  i n  
w h i c h  h e  b a d  w r i t t e n  z& L s l a n d  of Ill, g o r e a u ,  a d  what h a u n t e d  , 

h im,  a n d  a a d e  him e x c e e d i n g l y  u n h a p p y ,  was a t r a g i c  sepse t h a t  
h e  . h a d  r e t u r n e d  to t h e  real s o u r c e  of what c o u l d  h a v e  been h i s  
s t r e n g t h  t o o  l a t e , l t  A u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  statement i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n  
w i t h  wells, c, 1937-43, 



the m o d e r n  w o r l d ,  w r e a k i r ~ q  p s y c h i c  P*avoc, i n d u c i n g  in t h e  

v i c t i m s  a p a r a n o i a c  fear a n d ,  i r ,  the wors t  cases, a tozal. 

p a r a l y s i s  of a c t i o c .  A p p r o p r i a t e l y  e c o u y h ,  oce of t h e  f i r s t  t o  

Felisy writings t h e n  show a n  amaivalent r e l a t i o n  t o  the 

c r e a t u r e  h e  c o n c e i v e s  o f  a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  human [MMani3f ,  and t h u s  

an a m b i v a l e n t  relation t o  his se l f .  Orz t h e  one ha?d this Man i s  

f u l l  o f  s i n ,  damced, p o w e r l e s s  and t h e  v i c t i m  o f  p e r s o n i f i e d  

forces who care c o t h i n g  f o r  h im;  y e t  on t h e  o t h e r  hand  h e  is 

elcc:, i m m a c u l a t e ,  more p o w e r f u l  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e ,  the 

c a n t r o l ' 2 ~ s  of r h o s e  f o r c e s  a n d  of h i s  own d e s t i n y ,  T h e  r o m a n c e s  

were, i n  g e n e r a l ,  p r o d u c e d  a o r e  u n d e r  t h e  i c f l u e n c e  of t h e  f i rs t  

o f  these a : t i t u d e s ,  z h e  u r o p i a s  m o s t l y  u n d e r  Che i n f l u e l c e  of 

t h e  s e c o n d ,  C h r i s t i a n i t y  t a u g h t  Wells t h e s e  t w o  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  h e  

r e j e c t e d  b o t h ,  n e i t h e r  a l l o w i n g  h im any g e n u i n e  s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  a s  

*'See Wells, Ex, &&_t,, pp. 349-53, " A  Q u e s t i o t l  of C o n s c i e n c e q ~ ,  
4 e a l i a g  with Wells* c o e r c e d  c o n f i r m a t i o n  a s  a c u m m u n i c a n t  i n  t h e  
C h u r c h  o f  E n q f a n d ;  f g [ T h e j  wound to my p r i v a t e  h o n o u r  smarted f o r  
a l o n g  t i n e . ,  .I1 [ l 5 1 ) ,  Note h e r e  too t h e  p a s s a g e s  p r e v i o u s l y  
c i ted  on Wel l s i  two s c o u n t e r - i l l u m i n a t i o n s '  arid t h i s  r e la ted  
p a s s a g e  or, p, 1 2 6 ;  **I+. s e e m e d  t o  me much more i i a p o r t a n t .  t o  know 
whether o r  no I was immortal t h a n  whether o r  no 1 was to make a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  shop a s s i s t a n t ,  It m i g h t  be a terrible t h i n g  t o  be  
o u t  of a c r ib  o n  t h e  Thames Emhankmer:: b u t  i t  would be a f a r  
m o r e  t e r r i b l e  t h i n g  t o  be ou t  of a crib f o r e v e r  i n  %e w i n d y  
s p a c e s  of  n o r h i n q n e s s , ,  , f would  l i e  q u i t e  s t i l l  i n  my be3 
i n v o k i n g  t h e  Unkcown t o  ' S p e a k  now, Give  me a s i g n . * "  As this 
last, i n d i c a t e s  t h e  two a t t i t u d e s  &re i n  Hells closely l i n k e d ,  
F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h e r e  a r e  yzeser , t ,  i n  many o f  t h e  romazces 



S c i e n c e ,  arad a diffuse c o t i o n  oi socialism a s  s c i e n t i f i c  

m a t e r i a l i s m ,  r e v a l i d a t e d  b o t h  a t t i t u d e s ,  the one as t h e  

e v s l a t i o n a r y  p a s t  and t h e  o t b e r  a s  a v i s i o r i  of t h e  f u t u r e ;  

b e t w e e n  these t w o  s t o o l s  f e l l  t h e  u n e a s y ,  u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  , a n d  

d i s t i n c t l y  p e r s o n a l  p r e s e n t ,  T h e  p r e c a r i o u s n e s s  of H a n s s  

s p i r i t u a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  moving t o w a s d s  s a i v a t i o r i  b u t  a l w a y s  

s l i p p i n g  b a c k  t o w a r d s  p e r d i t i o n ,  was identified w i t h  the tenuous 

p r e h e n s i l e  g r a s p  of evolutionary Man o~ civic v i r t u e .  

L i k e  h l s  zeacher, H u x l e y ,  Wells b e l i e v e d  t h a t  v i o l e n t  acd 

immoral b e h a v i o u r s  were to a g r e a t  extent ianate i n  human 

beings. A g a i n s t  these a n a r c h i s t i c  t e z d e c c i e s  b o t h  c o u n t e r p o s e d  

t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of the i n c u l c a t i o n  of c i v i l i t y ,  Yore t h a n  a n y t h i n g  

else,  Wells took from h i s  m e n t o r  R u x l e y  t h e  notion that 

c i v i l i - y ,  f o r  Kan, d e p e n d e d  upon t h e  a s s e r t i o f i  o f  will, T h e  

u n i v e r s a l  Mec o f  bot?.  Freud a n d  Hells, t h o u g h  genera%& b y  q u i t e  

d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  s t i l l  a r e  l oca t ed  ic the same 

s p a c e ,  t h a t  defined b y  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o r i  o i  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  

t h e  r u l i n g  (o r  most p o w e r f u l )  ideulogy of t h e i r  tintes, D a r w i n i a n  

b i o l o g y ,  P r e u d ' s  Plan was g a r t l y  defined i n  terms of F r e u d a s  

" r e v o l t n  a g a i n s t  h i s  father a n d  i n  teras of those p a r t s  of t h e  

world w h i c h ,  t o  t h e  youcg S i g n i u ~ d ,  i t  s e e m e d  h a d   bee^ 

----------_------_ 
z z ( c o c V d )  u t o p i a n  e l eme~~ts ,  dnd i n  + h e  u t o p i a s  the re  are 
p r e s e n t - - t h o u q h  u s u a l l y  m a r g i n a l i z e d  t o  t h e  
"past"--disharmonious a a d  d e s t r u c t i v e  e l e m e n t s ,  



c u c c l u s i v e l y  a p p ~ o p r i a t e d  by Jacob F r e ~ d . ~ 3  F r e u d ' s  Man seems 

f a r  more d ~ l e  t o  use r e a s o n ,  t o  r e a c h  a rational e q u i l i b r i u m ,  

b u t  F r e u d  d o e s  @ o t  postulate t h i s  a c h i e v m e r i t  ( m a t u f i t y )  a s  the 

r e c e s s a r y  or  ever :  a s  t h e  most i t e s i r e a h l e  human s ta te ,  dnd ace 

qet.3 t h e  sense t h a ? ,  even i f  a t t a i n e d ,  the  std%e may o n l y  b e  

m a i n t a i n e d  by a s t r e s t u u u s  e f f o r t  of t h e  will, M a t u r i t y  is a 

p o s s e s s i o n ,  s o r n e t h i n q  o n e  may a c q u i r e ,  a n d  t h i s  oftep? o n l y  i n  

d e s p i t e  o f  wha t  o w  is, Similarly, wells1 Man, t h o u g h  t o  a g r e a t  

e x t e n t  a p r o d u c t  of h i s  s c i e n t i f i c  s c k o o l i n g ,  was d e f i n e d  ic 

terms o f  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  o f  the w o r l d ' s  a p o c a l y p T i c  reality which  

S d r a h  W e f l s  had a p p r o p r i a t e d .  This she a c h i e v e d  by u s i n g  t h e  

t h r e a t  o f  h e l l f i r e  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  y o u z g  Bertie w h i l e  a t  t h e  same 

t ime ,  by c o c c e a f i n g  Lrom him i t s  worst f e a t u r e s ,  m a k i c q  b o t h  t h e  

threat a n d  h e r  power t o  c o n t r o i  it i n f i n i t e l y  more c r e d i b l e ,  B u t  

w h a t e v e r  t h e  ultimate s o u r c e s  of Wellsq b e l i e f ,  t h e r e  is  n o  

d o u b t  t h a t  i n  MoreaE,  LO less t h a n  i r s  the o t h e r  roRances, t h e  

f o r c e s  s f  d e s t r u c t i o n  and u r r e a s o n  a r e  drawn v e r y  p o w e r f u L l y ,  

b e i n g  f r e q u e n t l y  s t r o n g e r  t h a n  e v e n  the i r o n  w i l l  of the 

p r o t a g o n i s t - - i n  t h i s  case D r .  E o r e a u  h i m s e l f - - a n d  that the 

forces d v a i f a b l e  Lo r e a s o n  are s h o w r  t o  b e  b r i t t l e  a n d  easily 

dispersed, 

------------------ 
233n this sce C a r l  E ,  S c h o r s k e ,  22 ch&, 



Appendix A: Savage Ancestors i n  wells 

T h c  i l h u s t r a t i o n s  i n  h i s  O u t 1 i c e  p i  H i s t =  a v e r  which 

Bells d i d  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  were :nose d r a m  Ly F r a n k  H o r r a ~ i n ,  

whoa Wells s e v e r a l ,  tiines i r i v i t e d  t o  h i s  h o u s e ,  E a s t o n  G l e ~ e .  T h e  

M a c K e n z i e s  n o t e ,  qe sit, p. 3 2 1 ,  tha: H o r r a b i n ,  u i f l u s t r a t o r ,  

map-maker a n d  g e n e r a l  factotum, spef i t  s e v e r a l  days a t  a time 

down at E a s t o n  Glebe . "  N o r r a b i n i s  illustrations are not so 

w i l d l y  out o f  s t y l e  with t hose  s u p p l i e d  b y  the p u b l i s h e r  Newnes,  

t h a t  one may no% speculate H o r r a b i n  h a d  a h a n d  in c h o s i n g  t h e  

illustrations, w i t h  Wells' a p p r o v a l ,  frow the publisherqs f i fes ,  

a n d  i n  g e n e r a l l y  o v e r s e e i n g  t h e  v i s u a l  4 J l o o k i q  of the p a r t s  a s  

e a c h  was i s s u e d  from the press,  

I n t e r e s t i n g  i r i  k k i s  c o n n e c t i o r i  is Cells8 short story, "Tile 

Grisly Folkw (StVyy&iler Pllqzize, A p r i l  1 3 2 1 ,  r e p r i n t e d  i n  

Sel-ectgg Shorr S t o r i e s ,  P e ~ g u i c  1358 frow E r n e s t  Benr, 1 3 2 7 ) .  In 

t h e  18908s Wells e v i d e n t l y  b e l i e v e d  that Moaern Ran d e s c e n d e d  

from ''the b l o o d - d r i n k i n g ,  h a i r y  s a v a g e s  of t h e  Age of U n p o l i s h e d  

S t o n e 1 *  (Time Mach ing ,  E p i l o g u e ) .  E y  the time h e  c a m  t o  write 

o u t l i n e  i n  1 9 1 9 ,  h o w e v e r ,  new a r c h e o l o g i c a l  e v i d e n c e  a a d e  t h i s  ------ 
view u n t e n a b l e ,  and so i b o t h  factual a n d  f i c % i o n a i  

v e z s i o ~ s - - a c d  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  t h o u s a n d  w o r d s  of i * G r i s l y  folkw 

r e a q s  l i k e  a rejected d r a f t  f s o m  c h a p t e r  n i n e  of ggt&&pg--YefPs 

cd.sc?fully co t e s  that t h e r e  is  n o  h e r e d i t a r y  l i r , k  b e t w e e n  modern 

harrrar,s a n d  t h e  X e a n d e r t h a l e r s ,  Yet t h i s  ocly s e r v e s  to s h a r p e n  



t h r  o p p o s i t i o c  between t h e  t w o ,  an3 the tone of b o t h  w r i t i n g s  

ssokes r a t h e r  than t a n k s  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  of a l l r k  b e t w e e n  the tno 

"racesw, Then t o o ,  i f  t h e  " t r u e  mezU a r e  t h e  more e v o l v e d ,  did 

t h e y  not o f  necessity have  to pass t h r o u q h  a N e a n d e r t h a l - l i k e  

stag$? I n  " ~ r i s l y  F o l k * '  t h e  recovezy o f  t h e  p a s t ,  i n  the  o p e n i n q  

F'- of %he t a l e ,  was c a u s e  fo r  o p t i m i s m ,  b u t  b y  the t i m e  wells 

came to  write g~gy_uu& P i a y e 2  1113361, t h e  h a p p y  g l o w  

s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  publication of O u t f i n e  was t o Z a i l y  dissipated 

acd  the ancestars  of Nodern Nan are  once a g a i n  t h e  "cave IdL, 

the a n c e s t r r a l  ape, the a ~ c e s t r a l  b r u t e . .  . [whose) r e s u r r e c t e d  

savageries a re  k r c a t h i r n ~  now a n d  t h r u s t i n g  everywherefs f p -  64 )  . 
Yore on S!IC Croqugt P l a y e t  will b e  f o u n d  i n  c h a p t e r  f o u r t e e n  of  

t h e  p r e s e n t  essay. 
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p a r t  2; jKE 10-1 ( J u n e  l 9 7 5 ) ,  pp.  13-26 ,  
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QLheg Worlds, edited z y  B a l k e r  Hooper  f o r  Sarcourt ,  Brace, 
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(London: l . t o u t l ~ d g e  and Kegax Paul, 1372)  . The volume is one 
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5 :  gxi t i cg& Studies _og 2 qescral nature 
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