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ABSTRACT 

The n o t i o n  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t ,  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  b y  Max 

S c h e l e r  ( a f t e r  an i n i t i a t i o n  bp F r i e d r i c h  N i e t z s c h e ) ,  i s  

o f  c o n s i d e r a b l q  c u r r e n t  i n t e r e s t  t o  e d u c a t o r s  and educat -  

i o n a l  t h e o r i s t s  a s  t h e y  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  

t h e  occu rence  o f  t h i s  emot ion,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  o f  m i n o r i t y  g roups  i s  concerned. 

I n  o r d e r  t o  show how t h e  r e s s e n t i m e n t  phenomenon may 

be r e l a t e d  t o  such a  m i n o r i t y  group, an  e x t e n s i v e  d i s -  

c u s s i o n  o f  Sche le - r ' s  a n a l y s i s  i s  p resen ted .  A t  t h e  o u t -  

s e t  S c h e l e r ' s  c u l t u r a l  env i ronmen t  as  f a r  a s  i t  was r e l e -  

v a n t  t o  h i s  essay on r e s s e n t i m e n t ,  i s  e x p l a i n e d .  H i s  v a l u e  

t h e o r y ,  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  an immutable h i e r a r c h y  

o f  mora l  v a l u e s  wh ich  must n o t  be d i s t u r b e d ,  i s  a n a l y z e d  

a s  t h e  t r a n s v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  o r d e r  i s  p resumably  one o f  

t h e  m a j o r  causes o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  The r e l a t i o n  o f  

r e s s e n t i m e n t  t o  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  r e l i g i o n  and i n d u s t -  

r i a l  s o c i e t y  - a l l  o f  wh ich  a r e  components o f  S c h e l e r ' s  

essay - i s  e x p l a i n e d .  

S c h e l e r  p u t  p a r t i c u l a r  emphasis o n  t h e  m a t e r i a l -  

i s t i c  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  and t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  

"mob" as t h e s e  g roups  were - a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m  - t h e  main  

( i i i )  



perpetrators of the evil moral transvaluation that typifies 

modern society, The aspects and effects of this analysis 

are investigated. 

When applying a concept such as Scheler's ressentiment 

to America's black minority group, the investigation is 

greatly facilitated by the realization that this group, like 

many others, expresses its ressentiment through social move- 

ments. Consequently, a sociological dfscussion of such move- 

ments takes place before the ressentiment of the black mi- 

nority i s  investigated. The values of black society, its 

methods of expressing ressentiment and aspects of its social 

organization are discussed in this context, 

Scheler's views on the origins of ressentiment and the 

role of reform as well as other, relatively minor, points of 

h i s  t h e o r y  h a v e  at least in part been confirmed by  the devel- 

opment and experiences of America's black minority, On the 

other hand, Scheler seems to have erred in some important 

respects, e,g. his ethical and religious arguments are seldom 

or never backed up by any solid evidence. Significahtly, he 

never seem&d80 realize the positive functions ressentiment 

can have, a fact that is particularly obvious in the black 

minority since it has used the ressentiment emotion as the 

motor towards a better, more humane, social system, Schelerls 

contribution is thus of only limited value. 
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THE PROBLEM, THE PURPOSE, AND A DISCLAIMER 

The p r o b l e m  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  paper  can be summed up 

i n  one sentence:  "Can t h e  concep t  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t  as  d e v e l -  

oped b y  t h e  German p h i l o s o p h e r  Max Sche le r ,  be t e s t e d  b y  

r e l a t i n g  i t  t o  Amer ica 's  b l a c k  m i n o r i t y  g roup?"  

The purpose o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  e d u c a t o r s  

c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  symptoms o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t  i n  t h o s e  b l a c k s  t h e y  

a r e  supposed t o  educate. S i g n i f i c a n t l y  enough, more and more 

con tempora ry  e d u c a t o r s  a r e  a l s o  t a k i n g  a f r e s h  l o o k  a t  t h e  

n o t i o n  of r e s s e n t i m e n t  as  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  b y  S c h e l e r  o r  

N i e t z s c h e .  

A l l  t h i s  does n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  a u t h o r  sub- 

s c r i b e s  t o  a l l  o f  S c h e l e r ' s  a n a l y s i s  o r  i ndeed  t o  S c h e l e r i s  

Weltanschauung. F a r  f r o m  it. B u t  a  c l o s e r  s t u d y  o f  S c h e l e r r s  

r e s s e n t i m e n t  a n a l y s i s  l e d  h i m  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  i t  does 

c o n t a i n  c e r t a i n  v a l i d  e lemen ts  wh ich  s h o u l d  be e x ~ l o r e d  f u r -  

t h e r .  The t e m p t a t i o n  t o  do so i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a  m a j o r  s o c i a l  

i s s u e  o f  o u r  t i m e s  was t o o  g r e a t  t o  be r e s i s t e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h i s  s o c i a l  phenomenon can have 

i n  t h e  educat  i ona l process .  



CHAPTER I 

SCHELER'S CONCEPT OF RESSENTIMENT 

INTRODUCTION 

Ohe can h a r d l y  hope t o  u n d e r s t a n d  Max S c h e l e r  (1874- 

1928) w i t h o u t  know ing  someth ing  abou t  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  

under  wh ich  h i s  essay on r e s s e n t i m e n t  was produced.  For he 

was a  r e s t l e s s  s p i r i t  l i v i n g  i n  r e s t l e s s  t i m e s  wh ich  were 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  upheave ls  t h a t  d e e p l y  d i s t u r b e d  him. Sche- 

ler  was o f t e n  ahead of h i s  t ime,  c o n s t a n t l y  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  

t h e  new and o f t e n  t h e  shock ing ,  but a s  h i s  f r i e n d  N i c o l a i  

Har tmann p u t  i t ,  i n  f a c t  h e  was d o i n g  n o t h i n g  more u p s e t -  

t i n g  t h a n  r e j e c t i n g  h i s  i d e a s  when t h e y  were no l o n g e r  i n  

1  
t u n e  w i t h  t h e  age. And o f  c o u r s e  many o f  t h e  i d e a s  wh ich  

he produced  soon a g i t a t e d  s o c i e t y .  

I n  many r e s p e c t s  S c h e l e r  was a  t r u e  m o r a l i s t ,  and 

l i k e  a  t h i n  r e d  t h r e a d  an  a l m o s t  o b s e s s i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  

e t h i c a l  v a l u e s  r u n s  t h r o u g h  h i s  w r i t i n g s ,  n o t  t h e  l e a s t  i n  

1 
N i c o l a i  Hartmann, nMax Sche ler t l  9 -  Kan t -S tud ien ,  

X X X I I I ,  1-2, B e r l i n  1928, p. X I V  



h i s  essay on  r e s s e n t f m e n t ,  H a v i n g  been d i s i l l u s i o n e d  

w i t h  b o u r g e o i s  m o r a l i t y  and t h e  l i b e r a l  democracy w i t h  

wh ich  i t  was a s s o c i a t e d  i n  many European c o u n t r i e s ,  S c h e l e r  

a t  t h e  t i m e  of  w r i t i n g  t h i s  paper  ( i n  1912) seems t o  have 

had some p r e m o n f t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s a s t e r  t h a t  soon was t o  des- 

cend on  Europe, b u t  he  saw i n  t h i s  more o f  an o p p o r t u n i t y  

t h a n  a d i s a s t e r .  

S i n c e  h e  l i v e d  i n  t i m e s  o f  g r e a t  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

changes; i t  seems q u i t e  l o g i c a l  t h a t ,  a s  a  p e r s o n  who was 

d e e p l y . i n v o f + e d  i n  t h e s e  changes, S c h e l e r  f r e q u e n t l y  

.-, 
changed h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p o s i t i o n s ,  r e j e c t i n g  i d e a s  t h a t  

he  once s t a u n c h l y - d e f e n d e d  and a c c e p t i n g  o t h e r s  t h a t  a t  

o t h e r  t i m e s  had h o r r i f i e d  him. T h i s  i n s t a b i l i t y  and r e s t -  

l essness  made h i m  s u s p e c t  among h i s  more seda te  c o l l e a g u e s  

( i .e .  among most o f  them),  b u t  i t  a l s o  made h i m  a  h e r o  o f  

t h e  younger g e n e r a t i o n s  who saw i n  h i m  an e l d e r  who under -  

s t o o d  t h e i r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t a t u s  quo. t 

A l t h o u g h  S c h e l e r  a s s i m i l a t e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  Hus- 

s e r l ' s  phenomeno log fca l  t e a c h i n g s ,  he  was h a r d l y  an  o r -  

t hodox  phenomeno log is t ,  if o n l y  because h i s  i d e a s  were i n  

a c o n s t a n t  f l u x  and seldom l e n t  t hemse lves  t o  a  c l e a r l y  

 a ax Sche l  e r ,  Ressent  iment ,  E d i t e d  w i t h  an  i n t r o d u c t -  
i o n  b y  L e w i s  A. Coser,  t r a n s l a t e d  b y  W i  l l iam W. Holdheim, 
(New York: F r e e  P r e s s  of G lencoe) .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  b y  L. A. 
Coser, pa.' 6-7, 



4 

worked o u t ,  c o n s i s t e n t ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  sys tem ( w h i c h  made 

S c h e l e r  somewhat of an o d d i t y  i n  v i e w  o f  h i s  Germanic c u l -  

t u r a l  background wh ich  had produced t h e  m o n o l i t h i c  sys-  

tems o f  Kant ,  N i e t z s c h e ,  Hege l ,  and o t h e r s .  Even so, as  

we s h a l l  see l a t e r  on, a  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  N i e t z s c h e l s  

i d e o l o g y  i s  u n m i s t a k e n l y  p r e s e n t  i n  S c h e l e r l s  w r i t i n g s ) .  

U n l i k e  H u s s e r l  who was p r i m a r i l y  concerned w i t h  

l o g i c  and consc iousness ,  S c h e l e r ' s  phenomenology concen- 

t r a t e d  on  e m o t i o n a l  s t a t e s ,  such as  h a t e  and l o v e  o r  p a i n  

and joy .  He p u t  g r e a t  t r u s t  i n t o  i n t u i t i o n ,  which,  he 

t h o u g h t ,  o p e r a t e s - a c c o r d i n g  t o  c e r t a i n  laws t h a t  a r e  

1  
a p p l i c a b l e  i n  a  r e a l m  of e t e r n a l  va lues .  Moreover,  f e e l -  

i n g s  a r e  means o f  knowledge t h r o u g h  wh ich  man's p o s i t i o n  

i n  t h e  u n i v e r s e  can be unders tood.  These n o t i o n s  a r e  o f  

p a r t i c u l a r  impor tance  as  S c h e l e r  a c c e p t s  them a s  v a l i d  

t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  

S c h e l e r ' s  g e n e r a l  approach t o  s o c i e t y  i s  unders tand -  

a b l e  when seen a g a i n s t  t h e  background f r o m  w h i c h  he wrote.  
2 

I 
S c h e l e r ,  I b i d . ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  b y  L. A. Coser, p. 10. 

2 
John Raphael Staude, - Max S c h e l e r  1874-1 928 ( ~ e w  

Ysrk:  The F r e e  Press ,  l 9 6 7 ) ,  p. 44 ff. 



I n  t h e  Germany o f  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  

c e n t u r y  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  - though e c o n o m i c a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

p r o s p e r o u s  - was p o l i t i c a l l y  impo ten t ,  t h e  f e u d a l  a r i s t o -  

c r a c y  h a v i n g  monopo l i zed  p o l i t i c a l  power p o s i t i o n s .  O n l y  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  d i d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l l y  s u c c e s s f u l  member o f  t h e  

b o u r g e o i s i e  g a i n  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  

c i r c l e s  which were t h e  r e a l  w i e l d e r s  o f  power. F o r  t h e  

v a s t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  wh ich  had  h i g h  a s p i -  

r a t i o n s  t h a t  c o u l d  neve r  be  f u l f i l l e d ,  l i f e  was i n  many 

ways v e r y  f r u s t r a t i n g  and t h u s  p r o v i d e d  an  i d e a l  b a s i s  

f o r  f e e l i n g s  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  These f r u s t r a t i o n s  p rod -  

uced v a c i l l a t i n g  emot ions  i n  t h e  v i c t i m s ,  a  p r e d i c t a b l e  
1 

r e a c t i o n  wh ich  m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  i n  r e a d y  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  

a u t h o r i t y  4nd a u t o c r a t i c  b e h a v i o r  f e rms  i n  t h e  home. 

Seeming ly  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  emot ions  were e n t e r t a i n e d  tow- 

a r d s  t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  wh ich  was a l t e r n a t e l y  r e s e n t e d  and 

admired,  i n  each case f o r  t h e  same reason,  i.e. because 

i t  was t h e  powerho lde r .  

Even though Germany had a  p a r l i a m e n t ,  t h i s  p a r l i a -  

men ta ry  sys tem o f  government was a l l  b u t  a  f a r c e  s i n c e  t h e  

R e i c h s t a g ( t h e  p a r l i a m e n t )  was p o l i t i c a l l y  power less .  I n  

o t h e r  words, even a  l e g i t i m a t e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o r  success i n  



t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  d i d  n o t  open t h e  d o o r s  t o  

power p o s i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  German b o u r g e o i s i e .  
1 

B u t  b o t h  c l a s s e s  - t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y  and t h e  bou r -  

g e o i s i e  - ag reed  o n  a t  l e a s t  one p o i n t .  B o t h  were p r o u d  

o f  Germany's u n i t y  and i m p e r i a l i s t  m i g h t .  An a g g r e s s i v e  

n a t i o n a l i s m  t h u s  was t h e  one e m o t i o n a l  f o r c e  t h a t  t r a n s -  

cended a ! !  c l a s s  b a r r i e r s  and u n i t e d  t h e  who le  n a t i o n .  How- 

eve r ,  t h i s  was a  poo r  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  m e a n i n g f u l  n a t i o n a l  

g o a l s  and s o c i a l  v a l u e s  t h a t  were so c l e a r l y  l a c k i n g .  A l l  

i n  a l l ,  r e s s e n t i m e n t  c o u l d  n o t  have p o s s i b l y  asked f o r  a  

b b t t e r  b p e e d i n g  ground. 
2 

However, t h i s  does n o t  mean t h a t  S c h e l e r  showed sym- 

p a t h y  f o r  t h e  p red icamen t  i n  wh ich  b o u r g e o i s  s o c i e t y  found  

i t s e l f .  F a r  f r o m  it. He saw i n  t h e  German aristocracy the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  n o b l e  va lues ,  and i f  he had  any com- 

p l a i n t s  a t  a l l  a g i n s t  them, i t  was t h e i r  o c c a s i o n a l  f a i -  

l u r e  t o  l i v e  up t o  t h e s e  i d e a l s .  Even f o r  t h e s e  l apses  

t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  was t o  dlarne, f o r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  " i n t e r -  

m a r r i a g e w  between b o u r g e o i s i e  and a r i s t o c r a c y  ( B l u t -  - 
mischunq)  had lowered t h e  l a t t e r ' s  mora l  f i b r e ,  and 

' s t a u d e ,  I b i d . ,  pp. 44-47. 

* ~ t a u d e ,  I b i d . ,  pp. 48-50. 



1 t h u s  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i t s  mora l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n .  C l e a r l y ,  

German s o c i e t y  was decadent  as  f a r  as  S c h e l e r  was con- 

cerned,  and l i k e  most o f  h i s  c o m p a t r i o t s  ( t h o u g h  f o r  d i f -  

f e r e n t  r e a s o n s )  he f e l t  g r e a t  r e l i e f  when Wor ld  War I 

b r o k e  o u t ,  f o r  now t h e r e  was a  chance t o  pu rge  German 

s o c i e t y  o f  i t s  shamefu l  decadence, 
2 

THE VALUE THEORY 

To u n d e r s t a n d  what S c h e l e r  meant b y  r e s s e n t i m e n t ,  

one must  f i r s t  o f  a l l  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  m o r a l  f o u n d a t i o n s  t h a t  

make a  r e s s e n t i m e h t - r e a c t i o n  p o s s i b l e .  F o r  t h e r e  i s ,  Sche- 

l e r  argues,  a t r a d i t i o n a l  h i e r a r c h y  o f  mora l  va lues ;  and 

i t  i s  o n l y  when t h i s  h i e r a r c h y  c o l l a p s e s  t h a t  r e s s e n t i m e n t -  

man comes t o  t h e  f o r e .  Moreover,  v a l u e s  a r e  n o t  s u b j e c t -  

i v e  a s  t h e  r e l a t i v i s t s  wou ld  have u s  b e l i e v e  much t o  

S c h e l e r t s  annoyance; t h e y  a r e  independent  and u n i v e r s a l l y  

a p p l i c a b l e  and t h e y  can b e  g rasped by  i n t u i t i o n .  I n t u i t i o n ,  

1 
T h i s  i s  somewhat i r o n i c a l  i n  v i e w  o f  many l a t e r  de- 

ve lopmen ts  when B l u t m i s c h u n g  was a  s e r i o u s  c r i m e  i n  Naz i  
Germany: a s  a  h a l f - j e w  ( ~ a l b j u d e )  S c h e l e r  wou ld  have been 
one of  i t s  f i r s t  v i c t i m s  had he l i v e d  l o n g  enough t o  ex- 
p e r i e n c e  H i t l e r l s  T h i r d  Reich.  

2 ~ t a u d e ,  op.c i t . ,  pp. 50-52. 



bn i t s  p a r t ,  b e i n g  r e g u l a t e d  b y  an i n d i s p e n s a b l e  v a l u e  

c o n t e n t  wh ich  t h e  v a l u e s  possess - i n  r e a l i t y ,  even though  

I 
t h e y  a r e  based on emot ions.  Consequent ly ,  t h e s e  v a l u e s  

canno t  be e m p i r i c a l l y  proven,  and methods o f  s c i e n t i f i c  

v a l i d i t y  a r e  c l e a r l y  n o t  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  them. S c h e l e r  be- 

l i e v e d  t h a t  i f  a  p e r s o n  s u r r e n d e r s  t o  h i s  i n t u i t i o n  he 

w i l l  i p s o  f a c t o  see t h e s e  v a l u e s  a s  he ( S c h e l e r )  does. 

S i n c e  he r e j e c t e d  s c i e n t i f i c  v a l i d a t i o n  as  f a r  a s  mora i  

v a l u e s  a r e  concerned, S c h e l e r  used p u r e l y  e m o t i o n a l  means, 

such as  p e r s u a s i o n  o r  i n t u i t i o n ,  t o  make h i s  p o i n t s .  
2 

The p h i l o s o p h i c a l  ev idence  on wh ich  S c h e l e r  r e l i e d  

t o  p r o v e  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  v a l u e s  can be d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  

m a j o r  p a r t s :  

1 )  There i s  t h e  o b v i o u s  i n t u i t i n n  o f  Be ing .  We f e e l  

t h a t  we a r e  t h e r e f o r e  we a re ,  o r  e l s e  we c o u l d  n o t  f e e l  

t h a t  we a re .  O b v i o u s l y ,  S c h e l e r  s i m p l y  m o d i f i e d  t h e  Car- 

t e s i a n  C o g i t o ,  e r g o  sum. 

2$ S i n c e  t h e r e  i s  B e i n g  i t  must be e i t h e r  dependent 

o r  i ndependent ,  wh ich  i s  a n o t h e r  way o f  s a y i n g  t h a t  i t  

must  be e i t h e r  a b s o l u t e  o r  r e l a t i v e .  S c h e l e r  se'es i n  t h i s  

1 
Q u e n t i n  Lauer ,  Tr iumph - o f  S u b j e c t i v i t y ;  an i n t r o -  

d u c t i o n  t o  t r a n s c e d e n t a l  phenomenology ( ~ e w  York: Fordham 
U n i v e r s i t y  P ress ,  1358), p. 165. 

2 
Lauer ,  I b i d . ,  pp. 165-166. 



p o i n t  a  p r o o f  f o r  t h e  a b s o l u t e  f o r  how c o u l d  t h e r e  be a  

r e l a t i v e  i f  t h e r e  i s  no  a b s o l u t e ?  (On t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  

a b s o l u t e  p resumab ly  does n o t  need a  r e l a t i v e  i n  o r d e r  t o  

e x i s t ) .  Whatever t h e  r e l a t i v e s  are ,  S c h e l e r  m a i n t a i n s ,  

t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  e x i s t  w i t h o u t  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  a b s o l u t e  

by  wh ich  t h e y  can  be measured. 

3) A l l  t h a t  i s ,  a l l  Be ing ,  needs two  fundamen ta l  

e lements :  Essence (wesen) '  and E x i s t e n c e  (Dase i  n ) .  The 

t h i n g  t h a t  e x i s t s  i s  a l s o  t h e  t h i n g  t h a t  i s  known. Here  

a g a i n  S c h e l e r  r e j e c t s  s c i e n t i f i c  p r o o f  f o r  he  h o l d s  t h a t  

one e i t h e r  r e c o g n i z e s  t h i s  o r  n o t .  To t h o s e  who do n o t  r e -  

c o g n i z e  t h i s ,  i t  o b v i o u s l y  canno t  be shown. To a c c e p t  

t h e s e  p o i n t s  t h e n  i s  n o t  p r i m a r i l y  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  i n -  

t e l l e c t  b u t  of t h e  w i l l ;  i n  o t h e r  words, t h i s  t y p e  o f  know- 

ledge depends '  o n  t h e  i n d i v i d ' u a l t s  e m o t i o n a l  a b i l i t i e s .  
2 

What t h e n  does t h e  p e r s o n  who h a s  t h e s e  e m o t i o n a l  

1  
The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a  . p a r t  o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  Wesen 

a s  g i v e n  i n  t h e  D i c t i o n a r y  - o f  P h i l o s o o h y ,  E d i t e d  b y  Dago- 
b e r t  D. Runes. (Ames, Iowa: L i t t l e f i e l d ,  Adams & Co., 
1958) ,  p. 335."Wesen: (Ger. be ing ,  essence, n a t u r e )  Des ig -  
n a t e s  e s s e n t i a l  b e i n g  w i t h o u t  wh ich  a  t h i n g  has no r e a l i t y .  
I t  has  been c o n c e i v e d  v a r i o u s l y  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  p h i l o -  
sophy, as  O u s i a  o r  c o n s t a n t  b e i n g  b y  A r i s t o t l e ;  a s  e s s e n t i a ,  
r e a l  o r  nomina l ,  o r  s p e c i e s ,  by  t h e  Schoolmen; a s  p r i n c i p l e  
o f  a l l  t h a t  w h i c h  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  t h i n g ,  b y  
Kan t ;  g e n e r a l l y  as  t h a t  wh ich  i s  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  n e c e s s a r y  
i n  t h e  concep t  o f  a  thing..." 

2 
Lauer ,  o p e c i t e ,  pp. 168-1 69. 



a b i l i t i e s  see o r  f e e l ?  Fundamenta l l y ,  he  sees t h a t  man 

and s o c i e t y  a r e  governed b y  a  h i e r a r c h y  o f  f o u r  b a s i c ,  

o b j e c t i v e ,  va lues .  1 ,  2 

P l e a s u r e  Values.  - These a r e  a t  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  

h i e r a r c h i c a l  v a l u e  o r d e r  t h a t  S c h e l e r  developed.  P l e a s u r e  

v a l u e s  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  p l e a s a n t  and u n p l e a s a n t  o f  human ex- 

p e r i e n c e .  E,g,, s e n s o r y  f e e l i n g s  e x p e r i e n c e d  i n  w l o v e w  r e -  

l a t i o n s  a r e  a  t y p i c a l  p l e a s u r e  va lue .  P h y s i c a l  p l e a s u r e  

t h e n  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  l o w e s t  f o r m  o f  v a l u e  t h a t  we can exper -  

ience.  Genuine l o v e  f s  t o o  much a  n o b l e  e m o t i o n  t o  be m e r e l y  

a  p l e a s u r e  va lue ,  a l t h o u g h  p a r t s  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  may be i n -  

t e g r a t e d  i n t o  it. I cannot ,  f o r  example, * l o v e N  a  p o t -  

a t o  because, u n l f k e  human be ings ,  i t  does n o t  have t h e  

q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  make l o v e  p o s s i b l e .  To be genuine,  l o v e  

must be mora l ,  wh ich  means t h z t  i t  must be  r e l a t e d  t e  t h e  

v a l v e  a  p e r s o n  as  such poscesses.3 F o r  man has a  u n i q u e  

essence, and e v e r y  p e r s o n  i s  a l s o  a  u n i q u e  be ing ,  t h e r e -  

f o r e  he canno t  l e g i t i m a t e l y  reduce  t o  a n y t h i n g  by t :h i rn -  

I 
Staude, op.ci t , ,  PP* 

*E. Ran ly ,  Sche l  e f t s  Phenomenology - o f  Communi t y  
(The Hauge: M. N i  j h o f f ,  1966, i 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  97. 

3 ~ a n l y ,  I b i d . ,  pp. 87, 88- 



1 
s e l f .  F o r  t h e  same reason,  l o v e  must be d i r e c t e d  t o  t h e  

b e a r e r  o f  v a l u e s  and n o t  t o  non-va lues .  I t  has an  i n t r i n -  

s i c  a c t - e s s e n c e .  To have r e a l  l o v e  f o r  a  p e r s o n  one must 

see i n  h i m  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  a  p e r s o n  who possesses  t h e  h i g h -  

e s t  va lues ;  and i f  we g e n u i n e l y  l o v e  him, we w i l  I have no 

d i f f i c u l t y  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e s e  va lues .  
2 

By c o n t r a s t ,  p u r e l y  sexua l  p l e a s u r e ,  a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  

e x p e r i e n c e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  human be ing ,  can b y  i t s e l f  neve r  

be a n y t h i n g  more t h a n  a  p l e a s u r e  va lue ,  i s p o  f a c t o  i t  i s  

c l e a r l y  i n f e r i o r  t o  a l l  o t h e r  va lues .  And t h e  same a p p l i e s  

o f  course  t o  a l l  oZher p h y s i c a l  p l e a s u r e s ,  such a s  e a t i n g  

and d r i n k i n g .  

V i t a l  Values.  - One s t e p  h i g h e r  on  t h e  h i e r a r c h i c a l  

l a d d e r  o f  v a l u e s  a r e  t h e  v i t a l  v a l u e s  wh ich  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  

such q u a l i t i e s  as  v i g o r ,  h e a l t h ,  n o b i l i t y ,  s t r e n g t h ,  e t c .  

The German a r i s t o c r a c y ; .  o f  pre-Wor I d  War I days wou ld  be 

a t y p i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  v i t a l  va lues .  Presumably  t h e  

same wou ld  a p p l y  t o  Germany's war a ims d u r i n g  t h a t  war, 

Here  t o o ,  we can use sex t o  make t h e  p o i n t .  Sexual 

1  
Ran ly ,  I b i d . ,  p. 18. 

2 
Ran ly ,  I b i d . ,  p. 89. 



v a l u e  as  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  genu ine  f r i e n d s h i p  and a  v i t a l  u n i o n  

w i t h  t h e  t o t a l  l i f e  process.'  Sexual f r i e n d s h i p  i n  i t s  

h i g h e s t  f o r m  does n o t  o n l y  r e s p e c t  t h e  p a r t n e r ' s  human 

d i g n i t y ;  i t  a l s o  i s  a symbol o f  u n i t y  between two human 

be ings ,  and i t  i s  t h e  one a c t  wh ich  can c r e a t e  human 

l i f e .  By i t s  v e r y  n a t u r e  i t  becomes i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  v i t a l -  

i t y ,  

We t h u s  can see t h a t ,  w h i l e  v i t a l  v a l u e s  may b e  coup- 

l e d  w i t h  - o r  a t  l e a s t  r e l a t e d  t o  - t h e  i n f e r i o r  p l e a s u r e  

va lues ,  t h e y  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  p r i m a r i l y  b y  

q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  a r e  on  a c l e a r l y  d e f i n a b l e  h i g h e r  mora l  

p l a t e a u .  

S p i r i t u a l  Values.  - S t i l l  one s t e p  h i g h e r  i n  S c h e l e r t s  

v a l u e  h i e r a r c h y  a r e  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  va lues.  They a r e  more ab- 

s t r a c t  t h a n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  two va lues .  I n t u i t i o n  i s  o f t e n  

needed f o r  t h e i r  r e a l i z a t i o n ,  (Here aga in ,  S c h e l e r  wants 

u s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  s u n e r i o r  v a l u e  o f  i n t u i t i o n ,  Presum- 

a b l y  everybody,  even t h e  l owes t  b r u t e ,  can e x p e r i e n c e  

p l e a s u r e  va lues .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t r u e  o f  v i t a l  va lues ,  b u t  

t h o s e  who can have them a r e  a l r e a d y  a  l i m i t e d  group, s i n c e  

t h e y  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  e x c l u d e  t h o s e  who a r e  capab le  o f  ex- 

I 
Ranly ,  I b i d . ,  



A number of n o t i o n s  and e x p e r i e n c e s  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  

s p i r i t u a l  va lues .  There a r e  beauty ,  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  (e.g., 

m u s i c ) ,  l ove ,  and so on, I n  v iew o f  t h e i r  h i g h  p o s i t i o n  

w i t h i n  t h e  v a l u e  h i e r a r c h y ,  s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s  o v e r r i d e  

p l e a s u r e  and v i t a l  v a l u e s ,  b o t h  o f  wh ich  must  be s a c r i f i c e d  

i f  t h i s  i s  necessa ry  f o r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  s p i r i t u a l  

1 
va lues .  They a r e  o f  c o u r s e  independent  o f  t h e  p r e -  

c e e d i n g  two lower  va lues .  

R e l i g i o u s  Values, - A t  t h e  apex o f  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  of 

v a l u e  s t a t e s  a r e  t h e  h o l y  v a l u e s  wh ich  a l s o  have been 

c a l l e d  r e l i g i o u s  va lues .  They p e r t a i n  t o  t h e  a b s o l u t e  and 

a r e  a l s o ,  of course ,  i ndependen t  of t h e  o t h e r  va lues ,  2, 3 

Cor respond ing  f e e l i n g s  a r e  b l i s s f u l n e s s ,  r e l i g i o u s  j o y  and 

simi!ar e m o t i o n s  g e n e r a t e d  by  t h e  a D p r o D r i a t e  r e l i g i o u s  

c u l t s ,  sacraments,  and so on. Need less  t o  say t h e  r e a l -  

i z a t i o n  of r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  mora l  and erno- 

' ~ c h e l e r ,  op ,c i t . ,  I h t r o d u c t i o n  b y  L,  A. Coser, p, 11. 

2 
M. S. F r i n g s ,  Max S c h e l e r  ( ~ i t t s b u r g h ,  Pa.: 

Duquesque U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  19651, pp. 117, 120. 



t i o n a l  s t a t e s  t o  wh ich  we can  asp11 e  The i n d i v i d u a l  f o r -  

t u n a t e  enough t o  a ~ h i e v e  t h e s e  s t a t e s  wou ld  seem t o  have a  

s u p e r i o r  c a p a c i t y  f o r  en joyment ,  

Va lue  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  - B u t  t h e s e  f o u r  m a j o r  v a l u e s  

do n o t  e x i s t  i n  a  vaccuum. They a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  c o r -  

r e s p o n d i n g  h i e r a r c h i e s  i n  human and s o c i a l  t y p e s .  Thus t h e  

p l e a s u r e  v a l u e s  c o r r e s p o n d  s o c i a l l y  t o  p r i m i t i v e  h o r d e s  

and i n d i v i d u a l l y  t o  t h e  conno iseu r .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  v i t a l  

v a l u e s  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  o r g a n i c  community (Gerne inschaf t )  

and t h e  hero.  S p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s  produce t h e  a t o m i s t i c  so- 

c i e t y  ( G e s e l l s c h a f t )  and t h b  sage. And r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s  go 

w i t h  t h e  c h u r c h  and- t h e  s a i n t  .2' T h i s  does n o t  mean t h a t  

e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  o r  e v e r y  s o c i e t y  f a l l s  i n t o  o n l y  one o f  

t h e s e  f o u r  ranks .  Comb ina t i ons  a r e  p o s s i b l e ;  a  man can be 

a h e r o  and a  s a i n t ,  o r  a  s o c i e t y  can be bo th ,  a  h o r d e  and 

4 
a  Gerneinschaft .  

'Ran ly ,  I b i d . ,  PP. 

3 ~ a n l y ,  o p e c i t e ,  p .  98. 

4 
Staude, op.cit. ,  p .  124. 



S i n c e  v a l u e s  a r e  n o t  i s o l a t e d ,  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  - 
as w e l l  a s  t h e i r  n a t u r e s  - a r e  governed b y  c e r t a i n  laws. 

E,g., d u r a t i o n  i s ,  i n  t h e  case of  v a l u e s ,  a  q u a l i t a t i v e  

phenomenon, p r o v i d e d  i t  b e l o n g s  t o  t h e  essence o f  t h e  va- 

l ue .  T h i s  must not be c o n f u s e d  w i t h  o b j e c t i v e  t i m e .  Love 

a g a i n  can i l  l u s t r a t e  t h i s  p o i n t ,  To be  m e a n i n g f u l ,  l o v e  

mus t  be d u r a b l e .  I f  i t  i s  n o t ,  i t  may have been a n  i l l u -  

s i o n  o r  i t  was pe rhaps  based o n  i n f e r i o r  v a l u e s  ( s u c h  a s  

p l e a s u r e ) .  B u t  i f  i t  i s  based o n  b l i s s f u l l n e s s ,  t h e n  i t  

w i l l  o u t l i v e  a l l  t h e  changes b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  i n f e r i o r  

v a l u e s ;  i n  o t h e r  words, i t  w i l l  be d u r a b l e .  
1 

Moreover ,  a  v a l u e  i s  b e t t e r  t h e  l e s s  d i v i s i b l e  i t  i s .  

M a t e r i a l  goods ( such  a s  f o o d ,  houses )  can  be d i v i d e d  among 

a nurnher of people'. B y  c o n t r a s t ,  s p i r i t u a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  

v a l u e s  a r e  i n d i v i s i b l e ,  a s  such t h i n g s  a s  b e a u t y  (e.g. o f  

a p g i n t i n g  o r  m u s i c )  can be s h a r e d  b y  eve rybody  w i t h o u t  a t  

t h e  same t i m e ' d e p q i v i n g  o t h e r s  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e .  The 

f a c t  t h a t  I f u l l y  e n j o y  a  symphony i n  no  way d e p r i v e s  

t h o s e  who l i s t e n  w i t h  rne,of t h e  f u l l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  beauty .  

A v a l u e :  i s  a l s o  h i g h e r  t h e  l e s s  i t  depends o n  ano- 



t h e r  va lue .  The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between p l e a s u r e  and v i t a l  

v a l u e s  demons t ra tes  t h i s  p o i n t  v e r y  w e l l .  To e n j o y ,  f o r  

example, t h e  p h y s i c a l l y  p l e a s a n t ,  i.e. a  p l e a s u r e  va lue ,  

I need a  c e r t a i n  amount of  h e a l t h  ( w h i c h  b y  i t s e l f  i s  a  

v i t a l  v a l u e ) .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, I do n o t  need t o  exper -  

i e n c e  p h y s i c a l  p l e a s u r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  be h e a l t h y .  The v i t a l  

va lues ,  i f  o n l y  because t h e y  can e x i s t  w i t h o u t  t h e  p l e a -  

s u r e  v a ! u e s ,  a r e  s u p e r i c r  t~ t h e  ! a t t e r ,  w h i t e  t h e  p lea -  

s u r e  va lues ,  i f  o n l y  because o f  t h e i r  dependence on v i t a l  

va lues ,  a r e  c l e a r l y  i n f e r i o r .  

F i n a l l y ,  a  v a l u e  i s  h i g h e r  t h e  more i t s  mere com- 

1  p r e h e n s i o n  y i e l d s  deep, i n n e r ,  s a t i s f a c t i o n .  I f  no s t r i -  

v i n g  i s  necessa ry  i n  o r d e r  f u l l y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  f u l f i l l m e n t  

and s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  v a l u e  t h a t  i s  su- 

p e r i o r  t o  t h o s e  v a l u e s  t h a t  need p h y s i c a l  o r  m a t e r i a l  e f -  

f o r t s ,  o r  wh ich  p roduce  fewer  f e e l i n g s  o f  deep i n n e r  ex- 

p e r  i ence. 

Once we u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e ,  immutable h i e r -  

a r c h y  of va lues ,  we a r e  - a c c o r d i n g  t o  S c h e l e r  - equ ipped 

t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  causes, f u n c t i o n s  and consequences o f  

r e s s e n t i m e n t .  

' ~ r i n ~ s ,  I b i d . ,  p. 120. 



RESSENTIMENT 

We can  h a r d l y  s t a r t  b e t t e r  t h a n  b y  l e t t i n g  S c h e l e r  

h i m s e l f ,  i n  h i s  own words, e x p l a i n  how he d e f i n e s  r e s s e n t -  

i ment : 

W i r  gebrauchen das Wort  nRessen t imen tn  n i c h t  e twa aus 
e i r j e r  besonderen ' V o r l i e b e  f u e r  d i e  f r a n z o e s i s c h e  Spra-  
che, sondern  darum, w e i l  es uns n i c h t  ge lang ,  es  i n s  
Deutsche zu  ueberse tzen .  Dazu i s t  es  d u r c h  N i e t t s c h e  
zu e f n e m  T e r m i ~ u s  t e c h n i c r ~ s  g e p r a e g t  worden. I n  d e r  
n a t u e r l i c h e n  f r a n z o e s i s c h e n  Wor tbedeutung f i n d e  i c h  
zwe i  E lemente:  E inma l  d i e s  dass es  s i c h  irn Ressen t imen t  
urn das w i e d e r h o l t e  Durch-und Nach leben e i n e r  best imm- 
t e n  e m o t i o n a l e n  A n t w o r t s r e a k t i o n  gegen e i n e n  anderen 
h a n d e l t ,  d u r c h  d i e  j e ~ e  E m o t i o n - g e s t e i g e r t e  V e r t i e f u n g  
und E insenkung  i n  das Zent rum d e r  P e r s o e n l i c h k e i t  so- 
w i e  e i n e  damCt e ingehende E n t f e r n u n g  von d e r  Ausdrucks-  
und Hand lungszone d e r  P e r s o n  e r h a e l t .  D i e s e s  irnmer- 
wieder-Durch-und-Nachleben d e r  Emot ion  i s t  h i e r b e i  von 
e i n e r  b l o s s  i n t e l l e k t u e l l e n  E r i n n e r a n g  a n  s i e  und d i e  
Vorgaenge a u f  d i e  s i e  w a n t w o r t e n " ,  seh r  v e r s c h i e d e n .  
Es i s t  e i n  W i e d e r l e b e n  de r  E m o t i o n  s e l b s t  - e i n  Nach- 
f u e h l e n ,  e i n  W i e d e r f u e h l e n .  Sodann e n t h a e i t  das Wort,  
dass d i e  Q u a l i t a e t  d i e s e r  Emot ion  e i n e  n e g a t i v e  i 3 t ,  

d,h .  e i n e  Bewegung d e r  F e i n d l i c h k e i t  e n t h a e i t .  V i e l -  
l e i  c h t  waere das deu tsche  'N;rt l tGro l  I "  noch am e h e s t e n  
g e e i g n e t ,  e i n e n  G r u n d b e s t a n d t e i l  d e r  Bedeutung z u  dek- 
ken. Das " G r o l l e n "  i s t  j a  s o l c h  dunke l  d u r c h  d i e  See le  
wandelndes, V e r h a l t e n  und von d e r  A k t i v i t a e t  des I c h  
unabhaeng iges  Zuernen das d u r c h  w i e d e r h o l t e s  Durch-  
l eben von Hass i  n t e n t  i o n e n  oder  a n i e r e n  f e  i ndsee I i gen 
Emot ionen  s c h l i e s s l i c h  s i c h  b i l d e t  and noch k e i n e  be- 
s t i m m t e  f e i n d l i c h e  A b s i c h t  e n t h a e l t ,  wohl abe r  a l l e  
m o e g l i c h e n  A b s i c h t e n  s o l c h e r  A r t  i n  se inem B l u t e  
n a e h r t  .I 

'Max  Sche l e r ,  - Vorn Urnsturz - der  Werte, -Abhand lungen 
und A u f s a e t z e .  V i e r t e  durchgesehene Au f lage ,  he rausge-  
geben von M a r i a  Sche l e r   e ern: F rancke  Ver l a g ,  1 9 5 5 ) t  



T r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h ,  t h i s  means t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  
- 1 

We a r e  u s i n g  t h e  word r e s s e n t i m e n t  n o t  because of  a  p r e -  
f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  F rench  language, b u t  because we a r e  un- 
a b l e  t o  t r a n s l a t e  i t  i n t o  German. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h r o u g h  
N i e t z s c h e  i t  became a  t e r m i n u s  t e c h n i c u s .  I n  t h e  na- 
t u r a l  F rench  meaning I f i n d  two e lements :  f i r s t ,  - r e -  
s s e n t i m e n t  i s  t h e  r e p e a t e d  l i v i n g  t h r o u g h  and r e -  
l i v i n g  a g a i n  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  e m o t i o n a l  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  
a n o t h e r  person;  t h r o u g h  i t  t h e  e m o t i o n a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  
deepen ing  and s i n k i n g  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  person-  
a l i t y  and a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  a l i e n a t i o n  fcom t h e  pe rson ' s  
e x p r e s s i v e  and a c t i v a t e d  zones t a k e s  p l a c e .  T h i s  con- 
s t a n t  l i v i n g  t h r o u g h  and r e l i v i n g  a g a i n  o f  t h e  emot ion  
i s  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h ~  mere1 y i nt .e  l l e c t u a l  memory 
o f  i t  and t h e  e v e n t s  t o  wh ich  i t  answers. I t  i s  a  r e -  
l i v i n g  o f  t h e  e m o t i o n  i t s e l f  - a  f e e l i n g  a f t e r  and a  
f e e l i n g  aga in .  Thus t h e  word compr i ses  a  q u a l i t a t i v e -  
l y  n e g a t i v e  emot ion,  i .e. i t  c o n t a i n s  a  movement o f  
h o s t i l i t y .  Perhaps t h e  German word *@Grot I n  ( E n g l i s h  " r e -  
sentmentn, "grudgeN, " r a n c o u r " )  i s  most l i k e l y  t o  c o v e r  
t h e  b a s i c  e lement  o f  t h e  meaning. " G r o l l N  i s  such a  
d a r k ,  t h rough- the -sou l -mov ing  c o n d i t i o n  and a f o r m  o f  
anger  i ndependen t  o f  t h e  "I" t h a t  e v e n t u a l l y  i s  fo rmed 
t h r o u g h  a  r e p e a t e d  I i v i n g  t h r o u g h  o f  h a t e f u l  l n t e n t i a n s  
o r  o t h e r  h o s t i l e  emot ions ;  i t  does n o t  c o n t a i n  de- 
f i n i t e  h o s t i l e  i n t e n t i o n s ,  b u t  n o u r i s h e s  a l  I k i n d s  

i 
o f  such i n t e n t i o n s  i n  i t s  b lood.  

T h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  has  t h r e e  i m p o r t a n t  e lements :  ( 1  ) There 

i s  t h e  r e p e a t e d l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  l i v i n g  t h r o u g h  and r e - l i v i n g  

( t h e r e  i s  no adequate  E n g l i s h  word f o r  Nach leben)  o f  a  h o s t i l e  

r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  a n o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l .  (2 )  T h i s  h o s t i l e  emot ion  

s i n k s  i n t o  t h e  i n n w  dep ths  of t h e  p e r s o n a l  i t y .  ( 3 )  A t  t h e  

same t i m e  ressent iment -man becomes u n a b l e  t o  e x p r e s s  h im- 

s e l f  e m o t i o n a l l y .  



19 

i What t h e n  causes t h i s  s t a t e  of  m i n d ?  Fundamental  l y, 

r e s s e n t i m e n t  i s  a r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e  a l l e g e d l y  o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e  

system t h a t  S c h e l e r  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  N a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  man who iden-  

t i f i e s  w i t h  t h e  l owes t  v a l u e s  ( such  as  p h y s i c a l  p l e a s u r e ) ,  

i .e. t h e  s l a v e ,  i s  most l i k e l y  t o  d e v e l o p  a  r e s s e n t i m e n t  

a t t i t u d e .  O b v i o u s l y ,  he  h a t e s  and e n v i e s  t h o s e  o f  n o b l e r  

n q u a l i t y u ;  b u t ,  because o f  h i s  own impotence,  t h e  s l a v e  i s  

u n a b l e  t o  a c t  o u t  t h e s e  emot ions.  W h i l e  he  may c r a v e  h i g h e r  -- 
v a l u e s  ( such  a s  t h e  v i t a l  o r  s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s ) ,  he can n o t  

o b t a i n  them and, t o  s a t i s f y  h i s  ( " d e p r i v e d n )  emot ions ,  he 

t h e r e f o r e  a t t e m p t &  t o  reduce  t h e s e  h i g h e r , v a l u e s  t o  h i s  own 

" l oww mora l  l e v e l .  Thus one o f  t h e  most t y p i c a l  symptoms 

o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t  i s  t h a t  i t  t h r i v e s  among t h e  a l i e n a t e d  and 

t h e  d e p r i v e d  who f i n d  i t  necessa ry  t o  t w i s t  t h e  n a t u r a l  or- 

der  o f  va lues .  Those who s e r v e  and n o t  t h o s e  who r u l e  a r e  t h e  

1  
V a r i o u s  e t y m o l o g i c a l  d i c t i o n a r i e s  t r a c e  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  

t h e  E n g l i s h  word " resen tmen tw  back t o  t h e  F rench  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  
The o l d  French s e n t i r  ( sense )  became a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  med ieva l  
French ressentPsmean i  ng " t o  f e e l  backw.  The p r e f i x  ( r e - ) ,  i s  an 
i m p o r t a n t  e lemen t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n t e x t  a s  i t  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  
mov ing  back of  t h e  emotion. E v e n t u a l l y ,  t h i s  became r e s s e n t i -  
ment i n  e a r l y  modern F rench  (1500-1 700) .  The Eng l  i sh v e r s i o n  - 
"resen tmen tn  f a i l e d  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  mov ing  back. See: 
E. P a r t r i d g e ,  O r i g i n s  (New York: Macmi l I a n  Co., 1966) ,  p. 604- 
605. - The Ox fo rd  D i c t i o n a r y  o f  E n g l i s h  Etymology  (Ox fo rd :  A t  
The C la rendon  Press ,  1966) ,6. 759. Webster 's  - New I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
D i c t i o n a r y  -- of t h e  E n g l i s h  Language ( s p r i n g f i e l d ,  Mass.: G. and 
C, Mer r iam Coo, 1937) ,  p. 2118. 



found among t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y .  
2 

ELEMENTS OF RESSENTIMENT 

Ressent iment-man h a s  been h u r t  b y  h i g h e r  v a l u e s  o r  b y  

pe rsons  who have them, and i t  i s  t h e  r e - f e e l i n g  of t h i s  c l a s h  

t h a t  causes r e s s e n t i m e n t .  S i n c e  r e s s e n t i m e n t  i s  n o t  o n l y  a  

f e e l i n g  b u t  a l s o  a  symptom of impotence,  i t  i s  f e l t  b e f a r e  

a p r a c t i c a l  r e a c t i o n  can t a k e  p l a c e .  A t  t h i s  s tage ,  r e s s e n t f -  

ment o b v i o u s l y  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  h o s t i l i t y  - 
which n o t  t h e  l e a s t  h a s  been p roduced  b y  t h e  accompanying 

f r u s t r a t i o n .  Once t h i s  h o s t i l i t y  can be a c t e d  o u t  i n  p r a c t -  

i c e ,  i.e. once r e s s e n t i m e n t  r e s u l t s  i n ' r e m e d i a l '  a c t i o n ,  

r e s s e n t i m e n t  w i l l  be weakened o r  i t  may d i s a p p e a r  a l t o g e t h e r .  

B u t  a s  l o n g  a s  r e s s e n t i m e n t  i s  i n  a  man's h e a r t ,  he i s  

m e r e l y  w i t h h o l d i n g  t h e  i n n e r  e x p l o s i o n  t h a t  i s  b u i l d i n g  up 

w i t h i n  h i m s e l f .  T h i s  n o t  o n l y  makes h i m  weak and i n a c t i v e ,  

i t  a l s o  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  d i s t o r t e d  v a l u e  sys tem he a c q u i r e s ,  

i f  S c h e l e r  i s  t o  be b e l i e v e d .  F o r  ressen t imen t -man  l i k e  

everybody e l s e  c r a v e s  f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i m s e l f  and t h e  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y ,  b u t  s i n c e  he c a n n o t  have i t ,  

1 
F r i n g s ,  op .c i t . ,  

L 

Staude, op .c i t . ,  



Thus he may place great value on A (which, let us say, 

could be a pleasure value) not because he sees any intrinsic 

high quality in it, but because he wants to denigrate B 

(which might, for example, be a vital value), In an in- 

verted sense ressentiment-man consequently becomes hypo- 

critical and dishonest with himself, for normally he must 

know that 8 is of higher value and that he denigrates it 

only because he cannot have it. However, it would be wrong 

to see in ressentiment a form of self-defence. To claim that 

it is self-defence-amounts, according to Scheler, to a ra- 

tionalization and a refusal to recognize the true causes 

o f  ressentiment as well as the characteristics of its 

v i c t i m s ,  3 

Although all this should be obvious even to him, 

ressentiment-man is a master of self-deception. For he 

not only has a llsour grapesn attitude; he also tries to 

4 make a virtue out of his falsification of values. Because 

'sche l er , Ressent i rnent (Eng l i sh ed i ti on), pp. 44, , 
48, 52-53. 

2 Frings, opecite, pp.  79-82. 

'~cheler, Ressent i rnent  (Engl ish edit ion), pp.58-59, 68. 

4 Scheler, Ibid., p. p. 74. 



' s c h e l e r ,  I b i d . ,  p. 81. 

2 
S c h e l e r ,  I b i d . ,  pp. 76-78. 

he  does n o t  possess  enough v i t a l ,  l e t  a l o n e  s p i r i t u a l ,  

va lues ,  he c o n v i n c e s  h i m s e l f  t h a t  he  i s  a  m a r t y r  whose 

s u f f e r i n g  (caused b y  h i s  i n f e r i o r  p o s i t i o n )  becomes a  new, 

n o b l e  v a l u e  t h a t  makes h i m  f e e l  "pu reH and t h u s  " s u p e r i o r "  

t o  t h o s e  who possess t h e  h i g h e r  va lues .  Through r e s s e n t i m e n t  

I 
e v i l  becomes good, and good becomes e v i l .  I n  t h i s  manner, 

ressent iment -man w i t h  h i s  h a t e ,  envy and revenge f e e l i n g s  

c o n v i n c e s  h i m s e l f  t h a t  he  i s  " r i g h t " .  
2 

T h i s  d i s h o n e s t y ,  t y p i c a l  o f  S c h e l e r ' s  r e s s e n t i m e n t -  

man, S c h e l e r  c a l  I s  o r q a n i s c h e  V e r l o g e n h e i t  ( o r g a n i c  men- 

d a c i t j ~ ) . ~  T h i s  i s  what makes t h e s e  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  so i m -  

mora l  i n  h i s  v iew, f o r  b y  themse lves ,  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  o f  

t h i s  t y p e  a r e  n o t  abnormal;  t h e y  a r e  p a r t  o f  human n a t u r e .  

What makes t h e  r e s s e n t i m e n t - s u b j e c t  d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h i s  

r e s p e c t  i s  h i s  immediate - and c o n t i n u o u s  e m o t i o n a l  d i s -  



i t i o n  t o  i n t e r c h a n g e  p o s i t i v e  w i t h  n e g a t i v e  va lues .  1 

To be o p e r a t i v e  then,  r e s s e n t i m e n t  needs t h r e e  m a j o r  

e lements:  

1 )  There must  be t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  mora l  overcoming.  Sche- 

l e r t s  ressent iment -man does n o t  want t o  overcome h i s  m o r a l  

i n f e r i o r i t y .  

2)  There must  be an  absence of  p r a c t i c a l  a c t i o n .  

Ressent iment-man does n o t  o p e n l y  r e v o l t  wh ich  means t h a t  

h e  does n o t  make a  p r a c t i c a l  a&.bempt t o  r i d  h i m s e l f  o f h i s  

v e n g e f u l  emot ions.  He keeps them b o t t l e d  up w i t h i n  h i m s e l f ,  

and t h e  l o n g e r  a n d - s t r o n g e r  he does t h i s ,  t h e  s t r o n g e r  h i s  

r e s s e n t i m e n t  becomes. 

30 There must be an  a c t u a l  weakness i n  t h e  r e s s e n t i m e n t -  

person,  He must be e i t h e r  u n w i l l i n g  o r  u n a b l e  t o  overcome 

2 
r e s s e n t i m e n t  because o f  t h i s  weakness. The s t r o n g  person, 

i . e .  t h e  possesso r  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  va lues ,  does n o t  expe r -  

i e n c e  such a  weakness, and t h e  h i g h e r  h i s  v a l u e s  a re ,  t h e  

l e s s  l i k e l y  he i s  t o  deve lop  any f o r m  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  0b- 

v i o u s l y ,  t h e  p e r s o n  who possesses t h e  r e l i g i o u s  v a l u e s  i s  

1 
F r i n g s ,  I b i d , ,  p. 92. 

2 
F r i n g s ,  I b i d . ,  p. 84. 



a l t o g e t h e r  immune t o  t h i s  i n f l i c t i o n .  

SOCIETAL CHARACTERISTICS OF RESSENTIMENT 

Ressen t imen t  has  two ma jo r  s o c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

t o  wh ich  we must  pay p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n .  To b e g i n  w i t h ,  

it i s  l e a s t  l i k e l y  t o  o c c u r  i n  a  s o c i e t y  where t h e  s o c i a l  

h i e r a r c h y  i s  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  and g e n e r a l l y  accepted .  

Thus t h e  s i a v e  o r  t h e  c h i  i d  i n  a w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  feuds.! 

s o c i e t y  a r e  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  accumula te  f e e l i n g s  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t  

due t o  t h e i r  i n f e r i o r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s .  They know e x a c t l y  what 

t h e i r  s o c i a l  r o l e s  are ,  t h e y  know what i s  expec ted  o f  them 

and what t h e y  can  r e a l i s t i c a l l y  e x p e c t  o r  ach ieve .  They a r e  

t h e r e f o r e  n o t  tempted t o  draw compar isons  w i t h  t h e i r  m a s t e r s  

f o r  example, f o r  t o  t a k e  t h e  m a s t e r ' s  p l a c e  wou ld  be a  t o -  

t a l l y  u n r e a l i s t i c  and i n c o n c e i v a b l e  e x p e c t a t i o n .  1 

T h i n g s  were d i f f e r e n t  f o r  i ns tance  w i  t f t   he G e r m a t )  

b b u r g e o i s i e  d u r i n g  S c h e l e r ' s  t imese2 T h i s  s o c i a l  g roup had 

a m o r a l  and a  l e g a l  r i g h t  t o  a s p i r e  t o  p o s i t i o n s  o f  power, 

and t h e r e f o r e  i t  d i d  compare i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  lead-  

e r s h i p  group, i .e. t h e  a r i s t o c r a c y .  Because t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  

1 
F r i n g s ,  I b i d . ,  p. 85. 

2 ~ t a u d e ,  o p .  c i  t . , pp. 50-51 . 
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was n o t  o n l y  tempted  t o  make such a  compar ison,  b u t  because 

i t  a l s o  f u l l y  e x p e r i e n c e d  g r e a t  f r u s t r a t i o n s  when a t t e m p t i n g  

t o  r e a l i z e  i t s  r i g h t s ,  i t  deve loped f e e l i n g s  o f  envy, r e -  

venge and h a t e ,  a l l  o f  wh ich  o f  c o u r s e  produced r e s s e n t i m e n t  

ihi t h e i r  h e a r t s .  

B u t  German b o u r g e o i s i e  d i d  n o t  have a monopoly  on  

p l a y i n g  t h i s  r e s s e n t i m e n t  r o l e .  O t h e r  s o c i a l  g roups  wou ld  

seem t o  be  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l l y  d e s t i n e d  t o  possess sacis! cha- 

r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  Women, e s p e c i a l l y  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  

o f  women, a r e  f o r  example p a r t i c u l a r l y  p rone  t o  ressen t i rnen t .  

T h i s  was e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  i n  S c h e l e r f s  Germany, Women were 

p r i m a r i l y  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e i r  s o c i a l  r o l e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  K ' s  

(Kveche, K i r c h e ,  ~i n d e r ) '  which, when compared t o  t h e  t r a d -  

i t i o n a l  s o c i a l  r o l e  o f  men, p u t  them i n t o  a d i sadvan tageous  

p o s i t i o n .  They d i d  n o t  have t h e  economic indewendence t h a t  

men possessed, and t h e y  were n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  go o u t  i n t o  t h e  

w o r l d ,  and t h u s  e x p e r i e n c e  i t  as f u l l y  as  men, though  l e -  

g a l l y  t h e y  were n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  d o i n g  so. 

Through t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  con f i nemen t  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  cornpa- 

r i s o n s  t h e y  c o u l d  e a s i  l y  make s i n c e  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  was n o t  

1 
K i t c h e n ,  church ,  c h i l d r e n .  
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a l l  t h a t  r i g i d ,  women became r e s s e n t i m e n t  v i c t i m s .  

T h i s  was even more so  t h e  case w i t h  s p i n s t e r s .  A t  

o r  make s o c i  e t y  

i f i c a t i o n  and 

l e a s t  t h e  m a r r i e d  woman c o u l d  e x p e r i e n c e  - 
b e l i e v e  t h a t  she e x p e r i e n c e d  - s e x u a l  g r a t  

t h e  accompanying j o y s  o f  womanhood. The sp i n s t e r  , b y  con- 

t r a s t ,  c o u l d  n o t  l e g i t i m a t e l y  make such a  c l a i m .  She con- 

s e q u e n t l y  e a s i l y  deve loped  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  T h i s  u s u a l l y  mani-  

f e s t e d  i t s e l f  i n  h e r  d e n i g r a d i n g  t h e  v i t a l  o r  s p i r i t u a l  va- 

l u e s  of genu ine  s e x u a l  l o v e  and f r i e n d s h i p .  By a t t a c k i n g  

t h e s e  v a l u e s  a s  i n f e r i o r  o r  immoral ,  o r  b y  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  

t h e y  a r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  sex, t h e  r e s s e n t i m e n t - s p i n s t e r  

pe r fo rmed  a  t r a n s v a l u a t i o n  t h a t  enab led  h e r  t o  f e e l  s e l f -  

r i g h t e o u s  and "puretr  vis-:-vis t h o s e  who e x p e r i e n c e d  t h e  

@ @ e v i l w  o f  s e x u a l  g r a t i f i c a t i o n  and v i t a l i t y .  I t  i s  t h e r e -  

f o r e  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  s p i n s t e r s  p l a y e d  a  l e a d i n g  r o l e  i n  

leagues o f  decency ( S i t t l i c h k e i t s v e r e i n )  where t h e y  c o u l d  

I e g C t i m a t e l y  i n d u l g e  i n  t h e i r  r e s s e n t i m e n t ,  w i t h o u t  how- 

e v e r  chang ing  i n  any way t h e i r  f a l s i f i e d  v a l u e s  and w i t h -  

o u t  d o f n g  a n y t h i n g  m o r a l l y  c o n s t r u c t i v e  t o  overcome t h e i r  

r e s s e n t i m e n t .  1 ,  2 

1 
S c h e l e r ,  Ressen t imen t  ( E n g l i s h  e d i t i o n ) ,  pp. 61-62. 

if 
F r i n g s ,  PP* 
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Similarly, cripples or persecuted minority groups can 

easily develop ressentiment, primarily by convincing thern- 

selves that they are "chosen people" or by falsifying the 

'existing value system in such a way that they feel super- 

ior to all those who do not experience their suffering. 

CHRISTIANITY, HUMANISM, AND RESSENTIMENT 

S i  nce Sche I er at various stages of hi s i i f  e was a V C ~  y 

religious person, he thoroughly investigated the role of 

Christian values especially Christian love, We need not con- 

cern ourselves here with a theologic<l discussion in depth. 

Of main interest in the present context is the role Scheler 

ascribed to ressentiment vis-a-vis Christian ethics. A l -  

though Scheler admired and in many respects accepted 

Nietzschets transvaluation of values, Christianity was 

the one area where he took up a position directly opnosed 

to Nietzsche's. t 

Nietzsche saw in Christian love little more than a 

sickly humanitarianism which protected the weak and in- 

ferior from the strong and superior, True Christianity, to 

1 Frings, Ibid., pp. 83-93. 
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him, was t h e r e f o r e  an  i n f e r i o r  i d e o l o g y  wh ich  t r i e d  t o  ensure  

t h e  dominant  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  i n f e r i o r  h e r d  a t  t h e  expense o f  

t h e  n o b l e  and t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c ,  As f a r  a s  he was concerned,  

i t  was h a r d l y  b e t t e r  t h a n  s o c i a l i s m  wh ich  e q u a l l y  t r i e d  t o  

g i v e  power t o  t h e  i n f e r i o r  mob. 
1 

Whi le  S c h e l e r  d i d  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  a  d e n i g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

s o c a l l e d  i n f e r i o r  mob, he d i d  see C h r i s t i a n  m o r a l i t y  i n  a 

c o m o l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t .  A t r u e  C h r i s t i a n  l o v e s  t h e  poor  

n o t  o u t  o f  p i t y  o r  r e s s e n t i m e n t ,  S c h e l e r  m a i n t a i n e d ,  b u t  

because he r e a l i z e s  t h a t  e v e r y  pe rson  can have h i g h e r  t y p e s  

o f  va lues .  Thus sympathy, i f  f e l t  i n  t h e  r i g h t  way, i s  n o t  

a t  a l l  symptomat ic  o f  weakness and t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  i n -  

f e r i o r  v a l u e s  as N i e t z s c h e  suggested.  I t  i s  nob le ,  p r o v i d e d  

2 
i t  i s  based on v i t a l  and s p i r i t u a l  love.  I f  however, we 

m e r e i y  s y m p a t h i z e  ( k 4 i t l e f b )  w i t h  a pe rs=n  w i t h o u t  any  fee ! -  

i n g s  o f  l o v e  f o r  him, t h e n  we i n s u l t  h i s  d i g n i t y ,  and we 

h u m i l i a t e  him, T h i s . k i n d  of symnathy c o u l d  i ndeed  be l i t t l e  

more t h a n  a symptom o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t  as  we s h a l l  see i n  a  

moment. 

Human i ta r i an i sm,  whether  we want t o  c a l l  i t  sympathy 

F r i  e d r i  ch  N i e t z s c h e ,  - The Genealogy - o f  Mora I s ,  Book 
I, parag raphs  8, 10, 14 ( i n  a l l  e d i t i o n s ) .  

2 
Ran ly ,  op .c i t . ,  p. 90. 



o r  benevolence,  i s  f o r  S c h e l e r  a v e r y  condescend ing  a t t i t u d e  

towards  o u r  fe l l owmen.  It can e a s i l y  have i t s  r o o t s  i n  

r e s s e n t i m e n t .  E.g., a  c h i l d  who has met r e j e c t i o n  and t h u s  

does n o t  l o v e  h i s  p a r e n t s  i s  l i k e l y  t o  d e v e l o p  r e s s e n t i m e n t ,  

WHidh he may channe l  i n t o  an a b s t r a c t  I t l o v e  f o r  mankind".  

B u t  t h i s  t y p e  o f  l o v e  i s  h a r d l y  one of S c h e l e r ' s  n o b l e  

va lues ,  f o r  i t  i s  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  

r e s s e n t i m e n t ,  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  though i t  may be i n  f t s  

ou tward  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  S c h e l e r  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  much o f  mod- 

e r n  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m  h a s  s i m i l a r  r o o t s  wh ich  means t h a t  i t  

i s  n o t  a  n o b l e  and genu ine  human s e n t i m e n t .  E.g., human- 

i t a r i a n i s m  may be a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  p a t r i o t i s m  o r  i t  may be 

a  h o s t i l e  r e a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  community w i t h i n  wh ich  t h e  

r e s s e n t i m e n t - v i c t i m  h a s  t o  l i v e .  1 ,  2 

By c o n t r a s t ,  i f  we do have d i v i n e  C h r i s t i a n  love ,  we 

possess a  genu ine  and s u p e r i o r  human s e n t i m e n t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

Sche le r .  I f  we g e n u i n e l y  e x p e r i e n c e  t h i s  f e e l i n g  - i n s t e a d  

o f  m e r e l y  e x p r e s s i n g  a  f e e l i n g  o f  r e s s e n t i ~ e n t  such as  many 

h u m a n i t a r i a n s  do - t h e n  we can e a s i l y  r e p r o d u c e  i t  i n  o t h e r s ,  

and we can p e r c e i v e  t h e  r e a l i t y  of t h e  s u b j e c t .  We are ,  i n  

o t h e r  words, n o t  condescend ing  towards  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l i k e  

1  
Sche le r ,  Ressen t imen t  (Engt i s h  e d i t  i o n ) ,  pp. 116, 124. 

2  
F r i n g s ,  o p ~ c i t . ,  p .  96. 



t h e  h u m a n i t a r i a n  i s ,  b u t  we s i m p l y  r e c o g n i z e  i n  t h e  i n d l -  

v i d u a l  c e r t a i n  s u p e r i o r  va lues .  

A most i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t  t o  remember i n  r e g a r d  t o  t r u e  

C h r i s t i a n i t y  as i n t e r p r e t e d  by  S c h e l e r  i s  t h a t ,  u n l i k e  hum- 

a n i t a r i a n i s m ,  i t  can never  be r o o t e d  i n  r e s s e n t i m e n t  ( N i e t z -  

sche n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ) ;  f o r  i t  i s  based a lways  o n  t h e  h i g h -  

e s t  va lues .  However, t h e  f a c t  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n  l o v e  i s  n o t  a  

f o r m  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t  does n o t  mean t h a t  i t  canno t  be  n e r -  

v e r t e d  i n t o  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  A r e s s e n t i m e n t  p e r s o n  c o u l d  w e l l  

p r e t e n d  t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  v i r t u e s ,  w h i l e  i n  r e a l -  

i t y  he may do l i t t l e  more t h a n  exp ress  h i s  ---- r e s s e n t i r n e n t  - 

b y  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  m o t i o n s  o f  r e l i g i o u s i t y .  H i s  " C h r i s t -  

i a n  l ove t t  would be on  t h e  same s h a l l o w  l e v e l  as t h e  p r e -  

v i o u s l y  men t ioned  h u m a n i t a r i a n  w l o v e u .  

The more we e x p e r i e n c e  m e r e l y  v i s i b l e  communi t ies  o r  

commodi t ies  ( such  a s  o u r  f a m i l y ,  f r i e n d s ,  c i t i e s  and mat- 

e r i a l  goods)  t h e  more w e  u n d e t s t a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  n o t  

s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  o u r  s p i r i t u a l  needs. They a l o n e  canno t  

s a t i s f y  o u r  c r a v i n g  f o r  h i g h e r ,  s u p e r i o r ,  va lues .  Our 

h e a r t s  ache f u a  p e r s o n a l - s p i r i t u a l  communion w i t h  

h i g h e r  v a l u e s  wh ich  s o c i a l  e n t i t i e s  o r  m a t e r i a l  goods 

s i m p l y  c a n n o t  g i v e  us. 



How t h e n  a r e  we t o  s a t i s f y  t h i s  c r a v i n g  f o r  s u p e r i o r  

v a l u e s ?  There  i s  o n l y  one way t o  f u l l f i l  t h i s  d e s i r e ,  Sche- 

l e r  answers, and t h a t  i s  t h e  communion w i t h  God. Our p e r -  

sona l  r e l a t i o n  w i t h  God, once exper ienced ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e r e -  

f o r e  t h e  h i g h e s t  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  wh ich  human b e i n g s  a r e  

capab le ,  f o r  i t  i s  n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  f u l l  r e a l i z a t i o n  

o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  va lues .  B u t  once we have accomp l i shed  t h a t ,  

i t  becor~es; v e r y  e a s y  f o r  us  t o  ? ~ = I C ~ ! C P  Genuine C h r i s t i a n  

l o v e  towards  o u r  f e l l o w - b e i n g s .  B e i n g  possessed b y  t h e  

h i g h e s t  va lues ,  we can do l i t t l e  e l s e  b u t  p r a c t i c e  C h r i s t -  

i a n  love .  To Sche le r ,  t h i s  d e s i r e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  supreme 

l o v e  f o r  God was s u f f i c i e n t  p r o o f  t h a t  God e x i s t e d ,  f o r  

i f  He d i d  n o t  e x i s t  we wou ld  be u n a b l e  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  

t h i s  y e a r n i n g  f o r  D i v i n e  Love t h a t  w e  a r e  supposed t o  

have a c c o r d i n g  t o  S c h e l e r .  He c a l l e d  t h i s  t h e  s o c i o i o -  

g i c a l  p r o o f  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of God. The f a c t  t h a t  o n l y  

one n a t i o n  o r  o n l y  one group o f  p e o p l e  may u n d e r s t a n d  

t h i s  domain o f  v a l u e s  does i n  no way i n v a l i d a t e  t h i s  

t h e o r y ,  S c h e l e r  i n s i s t s .  1, 2 

I 
Ranly ,  PP* 

2 
S c h e l e r ,  Ressen t imen t  ( E n g l i s h  e d i t i o n ) ,  p. 147. 
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S i n c e  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m  i s  a  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  s o c i e t y  

and o f t e n  n o t h i n g  b u t  an e x p r e s s i o n  of  r e s s e n t i m e n t  

a g a i n s t  t h o s e  who a r e  s u p e r i o r  o r  possesso rs  o f  n o b l e  

va lues ,  t h e  c r y  f o r  t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  masses i s  i m -  

m o r a l  a s  f a r  a s  S c h e l e r  i s  concerned, T h i s  c r y ,  b e s i d e s  

b e i n g  an  a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  n o b l e  man down t o  t h e  i o w e s t  

va lues ,  has a l s o  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  p e r v e r t e d  f o r m  o f  j u s t i c e .  

I n  wdernocraticl '  b o u r g e o i s  s o c i e t y  " j u s t i c e M  has come t o  

mean n o t h i n g  e l s e  t h a n  equa l  t r e a t m e n t  f o r  a l l ,  I n  o t h e r  

words, f o r  S c h e l e r ,  p e o p l e ' s  d i f f e r e n t  t a l e n t s ,  q u a l i f i -  

c a t i o n s  and mora l  v a l u e s  a r e  s i m p l y  i gno red .  T h i s  i s  

h a r d l y  j u s t  i n  a m e a n i n g f u l  sense because i t  p u t s  t h o s e  

w i t h  i n f e r i o r  v a l u e s  i n t o  an advantageous p o s i t i o n  a t  

1 
t h e  expense o f  t h e  n o b l e  men, Fo r  by  t r e a t i n g  t h e  i n -  

f e r i o r  mob i n  t h e  same way as  i t s  s u p e r i o r  mas te rs ,  we 

a r e  a l s o  t e a r i n g  down t h e  h i g h e r  v a l u e s  t o  t h e  l e v e l  of 

t h e  I ~ w e s t  v a l u e s  wh ich  t h e n  wou ld  become t h e  c h i e f  

m o r a l  c r i t e r i a .  Need less  t o  say, i f  t h i s  s h o u l d  happen, 

1 
F r f n g s ,  op .c i t . ,  p. 98. 



33 
d i v i n e  C h r i s t i a n  l ove ,  Tee .  t h e  h i g h e s t  v a l u e ,  c o u l d  n o t  

devb4:op. We t h e r e f o r e  must  n o t  reduce  t h e  v a l u e  system t o  

s u b j e c t i v e  judgments, even i f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e s  a r e  

o f t e n  a  bu rden  f o r  modern man. 
1 

Th is  however, S c h e l e r  emphasizes, need n o t  p r e v e n t  us  

f r o m  a p p l y i n g  t h e s e  o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  n a t i o n s ,  

races ,  and so on. T h i s ,  i t  must be c l e a r l y  unders tood,  i s  

d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  r e i a t i v i s i  p o s i t i o n  which  c!a!ms t h a t  

v a l u e s  depend on t h e  env i ronment ,  By  c o n t r a s t ,  o b j e c t i v e  

va lues ,  even i f  t h e y  a r e  a d j u s t e d  t o  a c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  

s e t t i n g ,  r e m a i n  b a s i c a l l y  unchanged and t h e r e f o r e  have an 

immutable v a l i d i t y  whereever  and however t h e y  a r e  a p p l i e d .  
2 

The ma in  o b j e c t i o n  t o  modern i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  i s  

t h a t  i t  d e s t r o y s  t h e  q u a l i t a t i v e  v a l u e  i n  f a v o r  o f  quan t -  

i t a t i v e  va lues ,  T h i s  a t t i t u d e  has  even p e n e t r a t e d  p r e s -  

sent -day  r e l i g i o n .  The q u a n t i t a t i v e  g o i n g  t o  chu rch  and 

mechan ica l  p a r t a k i n g  i n  i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  g e n e r a l l y  

t 
F r i n g s ,  I b i d . ,  p. 97. 

2 
F r i n g s ,  I b i d . ,  PP. 



h i g h e r  v a l u e d  t h a n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of i n n e r  q u a l i t a t i v e  

v a l u e s  t h a t  u s u a l l y  a r e  n o t  e m p i r i c a l l y  obse rvab le ,  such 

a s  t r u e  f a i t h  and love.'  I n s t e a d  o f  f o s t e r i n g  v i t a l  and 

s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s  wh ich  a r e  q u i t e  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  genu ine  

ascet ism,  modern s o c i e t y  has  c r e a t e d  a new f o r m  o f  p e r -  

v e r t e d  a s c e t i s m  wh ich  n o t  o n l y  f r o w n s  on  p l e a s u r e s ,  b u t  

wh ich  p r e s s u r e s  i t s  v i c t i m s  r u t h l e s s l y  i n t o  a  w o r k - e t h i c  

wh ich  i s  t y p i f i e d  b y  s u r r o g a t e  en joymen ts  kvhich t h e  hard  

w o r k i n g  man can e n j o y  o n l y  because he  h a s  t h e  necessa ry  

money f o r  them, 

Thus t h e  g l i t t e r  and t i n s e l  o f  o u r  b i g  c i t i e s  does 

n o t  r e f l e c t  a s o c i e t y  t h a t  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  

en joyment .  R a t h e r  i t  s i g n i f i e s  a  s o c i e t y  where p e o p l e  

overwork  themse lves  i n t o  an  e a r l y  g rave  so t h a t  t h e y  can 

e x p e r i e n c e  v e r y  t r a n s i e n t  and s h a l l o w  f i p l e a s u r e s w  t h a t  

c o n t r i b u t e  n o t h i n g  t o  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e .  A man's work 

i s  t h u s  p r i m a r i l y  judged b y  t h e  amount o f  base, m a t e r i a l -  

i s t i c  en joyments  i t  e n a b l e s  h i m  t o  have. By d e c e i v i n g  

themse lves  t h a t  t h e y  have a  "good t i m e N ,  t h e  members o f  

1 
F r i n g s ,  I b i d . ,  



such a  s o c i e t y  d e p r i v e  themse lves  o f  e x p e r i e n c i n g  any 

genu ine  joys .  I n  t h e  l o n g  r u n  such a m o r a l i t y  b e n e f i t s  

nobody. 
1 

S i n c e  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  merchant  i s  t h e  most  p r e s t i -  

g i o u s  member o f  such a  s o c i a l  system, we have c r e a t e d  a  

s o c i e t y  where mere m a t e r i a l  u s e f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  human b e i n g  

i s  o f  p r i m e  impor tance.  The man who i s  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  and p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  t h i s  sys tem i s  t h e  one who 

i s  most admired.  Those who l i v e  b y  h i g h e r  v a l u e s  a r e  

o u t c a s t s  and s u b j e c t e d  t o  r i d i c u l e .  2, 3 

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  employee most  t r e a s u r e d  i n  t h e  

b u s i n e s s  w o r l d  i s  t h e  one who i s  t h e  most  u s e f u l  t o  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  bus iness .  I t  i s  he who g e t s  t h e  f i r s t  

p romot ion .  I f he works  o v e r t i m e  t h i s  w i l l  be r e c o r d e d  i n  

h i s  f a v o r .  By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  man who r e f u s e s  t o  work ove r -  

t i m e  because he  wants t o  l ook  a f t e r  h i s  f a m i l y  i n  t h e  

even ings  o r  d u r i n g  weekends, w i l l  be t h e  f i r s t  t o  be 

f i r e d  s i n c e  he  i s  o f  l e s s  use t o  t h e  f i r m .  Yet  he  i s  f a r  

' ~ c h e l e r  , Ressen t imen t  (EngI  i s h  e d i t  { o n ) ,  pp. 
I 150, 152-153. 

L 

S c h e l e r ,  I b i d . ,  p. 155. 

I F r i n g s ,  op.ci t . ,  p. 98. 



more n o b l e  t h a n  t h e  man who g l a d l y  n e g l e c t s  h i s  f a m i l y  

because he  wants t o  make more money wh ich  i n  t u r n  w i l l  en- 

a b l e  h i m  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  more s u r r o g a t e  N p l e a s u r e s w .  
1 

S c h e l e r  conc luded  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  such b u s i n e s s  

c o n d i t i o n s  i s  l i k e l y  t o  be t h i s :  t h e  i n f e r i o r  man w i l l  
r 

g e t  more and more power w i t h i n  h i s  f i r m  and h e  w i l l  i n -  

c r e a s i n g l y  e n j o y  s o c i a l  r e s p e c t .  B u t  t h e  n o b l e  man w i l l  

e i t h e r  be f i r e d ,  o r  he  w i l l  be under  such p r e s s u r e  t h a t  

he  i s  f o r c e d  t o  n e g l e c t  h i s  f a m i l y  and he  t h u s - g r a d u a l l y  

l o s e s  h i s  n o b i l i t y .  I f  he i s  w i l l i n g  t o  degrade h i m s e l f  

i n  t h i s  manner, h e  w i l l  i n  t i m e  be promoted and he w i l l  

i n c r e a s e  h i s  s o c i a l  p r e s t i g e .  
2 

As a  m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  i n  such a  s e t t i n g  t h e  employer  

w i l l  deve lop  a g r e a t  dea l  o f  ressen t i rnen t  a g a i n s t  a  rnor- 

a l l y  s u p e r i o r  employee wh ich  l o g i c a l l y  w i l l  cause t h e  

l a t t e r  much s u f f e r i n g .  The f i r i n g  o f  t h i s  employee wou ld  

be i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  a c t i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  b u i l d - u p  r e s s e n t i -  

ment wh ich  s u b s e q u e n t l y  wou ld  d i sappear ,  u n t i l  a  c o r -  - 
r e s p o n d i n g  s i t u a t i o n  r e a c t i v a t e s  i t  i n  t h e  i n f e r i o r  

 rings, I b i d . ,  - pp. 99-100. 



i n d i v i d u a l .  

S c h e l e r  accused H t h e  enemy" of even base r  m o t i v e s .  Ac- 

c o r d i n g  t o  him, t h e  u n t a l e n t e d  mob and t h e  r i s i n g  b u s i n e s s  

c l a s s  n a t u r a l l y  r e s e n t  t h e  m o r a l l y  s u p t i r i o t  man and t h e y  do 

a l l  t h e y  can t o  t r a n s v a l u a t e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e s  so  t h a t  

t h e  s p i r i t u a l l y  s u p e r i o r  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  k e p t  a t  a  low s o c i a l  

s t a t i o n  and s u b j e c t e d  t o  unnecessary  d e p r i v a t i o n s .  T h i s  

t h e n  becomes t h e  symbo! o f  t h e  s l a v e  reve!t i n  mora!ity, 

I t  b e i n g  so 

s u r r o g a t e  p  

s o c i e t y ,  i s  

members t o  

an a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y ,  aun in fec ted  b y  t h e  

easu res  and t h e  u t i l i t y  e t h i c  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  

m o r a l l y  c l e a r l y  s u p e r i o r  f o r  i t  e n a b l e s  i t s  

i v e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e  system. 

Such a s o c i e t y ,  c l o s e  t o  n a t u r e  as i t  i s ,  i s  much more ge- 

n u i n e  a n d  u n s p o i i e d .  I f  we want t o  save o u r  s o u l s ,  S c h e l e r  

says, a  r e t u r n  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y  may be t h e  most 

e f f e c t i v e  way t o  do so. 1 ,  2 

ACQUISITION OF SUPERIOR VALUES 

S i n c e  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  s u p e r i o r  v a l u e s  i s  so i m p o r t -  

' ~ t a u d e ,  op.c i t . ,  p. 30. 

2 
Sche le r ,  Ressent i rnent  ( E n g l i s h  e d i t i o n ) ,  pp. 173-174. 



a n t  and d e s i r a b l e ,  i t  i s  l o g i c a l  t o  ask how one a c q u i r e s  

t h e s e  v a l u e s  and how i n d e e d  one knows t h a t  one has  them. 

B y  way o f  a n s w e r i n g  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  q u e s t i o n ,  we have t o  

r e c a l l  t h a t  S c h e l e r ' s  s u p e r i o r  v a l u e s  have t o  be f e l t .  

They canno t  be p h y s i c a l l y  p e r c e i v e d  n o r  can t h e y  be ac-  

q u i r e d  by  mere r e a s o n i n g .  Mora l  conduc t  must  t h e r e f o r e  be 

d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d s  an  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  f e l t  ( f u e h l b a r e )  

a c t s  o f  i ove ,  d i g n i t y ,  e t c .  T h i s  v a l u e  c o n t e n t  comes 

a  p r i o t i  t o  any judgments t h a t  can be o n l y  made a f t e r  - 
t h e  presence of t h e s e  v a l u e s  has  been f e l t .  The a  p r i o r i  - 
i s  t h u s  an e m o t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  and i t  p e r t a i n s  t o  t h e  

c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  and n o t  t o  i t s  form.  Reason may - 

be a  p a r t  of t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  i f  S c h e t e r  i s  t o  be b e l i e v e d ,  

b u t  i t  does come a f t e r  t h e  emotions-I e x p e r i e n c e .  

We t h u s  p r e f e r  o u r  v a l u e s  a  p r i o r i  w h i c h  i s  i n  con- - 
t r a s t  t o  o u r  e m p i r i c a l  p r e f e r e n c e s  wh ich  r e l a t e  t o  m a t e r i a l  

o b j e c t s  and n o t  t o  va lues ,  and wh ich  t h e r e f o r e  a lways  t a k e  

t h e  m o r a l l y  i n f e r i o r  p o s i t i o n .  I t  i s  because t h e  h e i g h t  

o f  a  v a l u e  r e s t s  on i t s  essence (Wesen) t h a t  i t  i s  a * .  - 
p r i o r i  p r e f e r r e d .  B u t  t h e  essence o f  t h e  v a l u e  depends 

on  t h e  immutab ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i e r a r c h y  o f  va lues ,  though 

t h e  r u l e s  of p r e f e r r i n g  r e m a i n  v a r i a b l e .  And what does 



S c h e l e r  see a s  a t  l e a s t  one o f  t h e  causes o f  t h e  v a r i a b i -  

l i t y  of r u l e s  of p r e f e r e n c e ?  Obv ious ly ,  n o t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  

human r e s s e n t i m e n t .  1 



CHAPTER I 1  

RESSENTIMENT, BOURGEOISIE AND DIGNITY 

As we have  seen, t o  S c h e l e r  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  was t h e  

mora l  *enemyn who had p e r f o r m e d  a  t r a n s v a l u a t i o n  o f  ob- 

j e c t i v e  v a l u e s  t h a t  a l m o s t  j u s t i f i e d  b l a m i n g  t h i s  s o c i a l  

c l a s s  w i t h  b e i n g  a t  t h e  r o o t  o f  a l l  e v i l ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  

S c h e l e r ' s  t i m e .  . 

TI+€ COMING OF THE BOURGEOISIE 

The "good o l d  days1' t h e n  were c l e a r l y  t h e  t i m e s  be- 

f o r e  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  came i n t o  i t s  own, p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  

med ieva l  o r d e r  o f  Europe. T h i s  o r d e r  was cohes ive ,  a l l  

p e o p l e  - r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e i r  s t a t i o n  i n  l i f e  - knew ex -  

a c t l y  t h e i r  p l a c e ,  and t h e r e  was no nonsense a b o u t  i n d i -  

v i d u a l i s m ,  ' Ievery man f o r  h i m s e l f w ,  and s i m i l a r l y  de- 

s t r u c t i v e  n o t i o n s .  These were p r e r o g a t i v e s  o f  t h e  En- 

l i g h t e n m e n t  and t h e  Renaissance whose advoca tes  p u t  a  

h i g h  premium on u t i l i t a r i a n ,  s e l f i s h  and m a t e r i a l i s t i c  

NValuesw.  N a t u r a l l y ,  such a p e r v e r t e d  v a l u e  sys tem 

40 



appea led  t o  t h o s e  who possessed o n l y  t h e  l ower  va lues ,  

and t h e y  were p r e c i s e l y  t h e  p e o p l e  who came i n t o  prom- 

i n e n t  p o s i t i o n s  as  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  m e d i e v a l  o r d e r  

was g r a d u a l l y  des t royed .  
1 

Not  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  advoca tes  o f  t h e  EnEightenment  

and t h e  l i b e r a l i s m  wh ich  f o l l o w e d  i t ,  t o o k  up m i l i t -  

a n t l y  a n t i - C h r i s t i a n  p o s i t i o n s .  The s o c i a l  and mora l  

c o n f l i c t s  wh ich  t h i s  p roduced have y e t  t o  be r e s o l v e d ,  

though t h e  o u t w a r d  f o r m s  and symptoms o f  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  

have g r e a t l y  changed o v e r  t h e  c e n t u r i e s .  

S c h e l e r  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  f ramework 

s u p p l i e d  by  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  b e s i d e s  g i v i n g  s t a b i l i t y  and 

s e c u r i t y ,  a l s o  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  u n i t e d  mora l  f o r c e  t h a t  en- 

a b l e d  e v e r y  member o f  s o c i e t y  t o  o b t a i n  h i s  human d i g -  

n i t y  i n  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  manner. Thus t h e  mora l  b r i l l i a n c e  

o f  s u p e r i o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  p roduced enough l i g h t  and s p a r k l e  

t o  enab le  t h e  b e a r e r s  o f  t h e  baser  v a l u e s  t o  r e c o g n i z e  

and t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e i r  d i g n i t y  i n  accordance w i t h  r e -  

a l i t y .  There fore ,  n o t  o n l y  was t h e r e  no s t r u g g l e  between 

c l a s s e s  and no appea l  t o  f a l s i f y  l ower  v a l u e s  i n t o  h i g h e r  

1 
Staude, op.c i t . ,  pp. 31-32. 
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ones; eve rybody ' s  d i g n i t y  and s e l f - r e s p e c t  were a l s o  gua- 

r a n t e e d  and k e p t  i n  a n  o b j e c t i v e  p o s i t i o n  i n  f u l l  acco rd -  

ance w i t h  t h e  immutable h i e r a r c h y  o f  va lues. '  The k i n d  o f  

s t r i f e  t h a t  t y p i f i e d  Western s o c i e t y  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  advent  

o f  t h e  Rena issance and t h e  E n l i g h t e n m e n t ,  was unknown i n  

med ieva l  t imes .  

As merchants ,  m a t e r i a l i s t s  and s k e p t i c s  i n c r e a s e d  

t h e i r  power and i n f l u e n c e  t h r o u g h o u t  Europe, m a t e r i a l i s t i c ,  

b o u r g e o i s  v a l u e s  g a i n e d  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  i n f l u e n c e ,  n o t  o n l y  

i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  mo- 

r a l i t y .  A new t fBourgeo is  E thos "  t o o k  shape, e v e n t u a l l y  

s c o r i n g  i t s  g r e a t e s t  and most  l a s t i n g  t r i u m p h ,  t h e  French 

R e v o l u t i o n .  The b a s e s t  va lues ,  f e e .  t h e  p l e a s u r e  va lues ,  

became now t h e  most s o u g h t - a f t e r  commodity. T h i s  "new 

m o r a l i t y "  c o n s i s t e d  o f  an eve r  c r a s s e r  m a t e r i a l i s m  and a 

u t i l i t a r i a n i s m  wh ich  l ooked  upon t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  

t h e  l o w e s t  v a l u e s  a s  a c l a s s  t h a t  was e n t i t l e d  t o  e x t r a -  

o r d i n a r y  p r i v i l e g e s ,  The lowes t  b r u t e  was t o l d  t h a t  he  had 

c e r t a i n ,  i n a l i e n a b l e ,  r i g h t s ;  worse s t i l l ,  he was encouraged 

t o  f i g h t  f o r  t h e s e  " r i g h t s v  whenever t h e y  were l e g i t i m a t e l y  

I 
Staude, I b i d , ,  pp, 33-34. 



w i t h h e l d  f rom-him. To whatever s o c i a l  group t h e y  be longed 

o r  by whatever va lues  t h e y  l i v e d ,  peop le  were t o l d  by  t h e i r  

m isgu ided  l eade rs  t o  t ear  down t h e  o b j e c t i v e  va lue  s t r u c t -  

u re ,  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  noble,  and t o  p u t  t h e  base i n  i t s  

p lace .  

S ince  d e s t r u c t i o n  was n o t  o n l y  j u s t i f i e d  b u t  a l s o  

a c t i v e l y  encouraged, t h e  human c o n d i t i o n  and t h e  f a b r i c  

of s o c i e t y  9:ere d r a s t i c a l l y  changed. A new, u n - C h r i s t i a n  

man dom ina t i ng  an u n - C h r i s t i a n  s o c i e t y ,  emerged. Where 

once was c o n t i n u i t y ,  f e l l o w s h i p  and s e c u r i t y ,  now a n x i e t y ,  

1 
greed  and i n s e c u r i t y  p r e v a i l e d .  Men were no longer  con t -  

e n t  w i t h  t h e  r o l e  a  d i v i n e  o r d e r  had ass igned  t o  them. 

They became s e l f s e e k i n g ,  anx ious  and s e r v i l e ,  depending on 

whatever t h e y  t hough t  b e s t  served t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  

base va lues  t h e y  were t a u g h t  t o  acqu i re .  The search o f  

s e c u r i t y  t h a t  had been unknown i n  medieva l  t i m e s  became 

now a c o n s t a n t  pre-occupat ion,  though t h e % e c u r i t y H  

sought  was o f t e n  empty and meaning less s i n c e  i t  c o n s i s t e d  

i n  l i t t l e  more t h a n  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l  goods. 

(By c o n t r a s t ,  a  search f o r  genuine s e c u r i t y  would have 

I 
Staude, Ib id . ,  p .  37. 



m a n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  n o b l e  

va I ues)  , 

THE COMMON MAN TRANSVALUATES 

Since  t h e  common man a c q u i r e d  t h i s  k i n d  o f  f a l s i f y -  

i n g  mora l  approach,  S c h e l e r  conc luded  n o t  t o o  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  

t h a t  he was f o r c e d  t o  make compar isons.  However, t h e  com- 

---: ..-..c. pal  I a v t l a  h e  made had  ! i t t ! p  i n  common w i t h  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  

o f  h i g h e r  va lues .  F o r  t h e  c o m ~ a r i s o n s  he  made were r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  a c q u i s t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l  goods and t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  

a u t i l i t a r i a n  e t h i c s .  

See ing  o t h e r s  - i n c l u d i n g ,  i t  must  b e  a d m i t t e d ,  many 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  n o b l e  v a l u e s  - p o s s e s s i n g  w o r l d l y  goods, 

t h e  comvon man s t a r t e d  t o  s t r i v e  f o r  t h e i r  a c q u i s i t i o n  and 

f o r  l i t t l e  e l s e ,  He measured h i s  own v a l u e  and success b y  

compar ing  h i s  m a t e r i a l  p o s s e s s i o n s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  o t h e r s .  1 

B y  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  n o b l e  and m o r a l l y  s u p e r i o r  man does 

n o t  have t o  make such compar isons.  He a c q u i r e s  h i s  v a l u e s  5 

p r i o r i  as  we have seen. And s i n c e  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  

h i g h e s t  v a l u e s  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  f ~ l f i , ~ l m e n t  o f  human e x i s t -  

ence, t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  making m a t e r i a l i s t i c  compar isons  

s i m p l y  does n o t  a r i s e .  

' ~ c h e l e r ,  Ressen t imen t  ( E n g l i s h  e d i t i o n ) ,  pp. ( 39 -  

140. 



The common man, because he  d o e s . n o t  possess t h e  n o b l e  

va lues ,  and a l s o  because t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  m a t e r i a l  goods 

i s  o f t e n  d i f f i c u l t ,  deve lops  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  To overcome h i s  

f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  he  b e g i n s  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  h a r d  work w i l l  r e -  

s o l v e  h i s  problems.  F o r  what b k t t e r  way - save o f  commit- 

t i n g  common c r i m e s  - t o  a c q u i r e  t h e  goods t h a t  g i v e  s o c i a l  

p r e s t i g e  and a d m i r a t i o n ?  The v a l u e s  o f  work, i t s  " n o b i l i t y N  

t h e n  become over-emphasized i n  b o u r g e o i s - m a t e r i a l i s t i c  

s o c i e t y .  

B u t  oneehuman g reed  has  been l e g i t i m i z e d  and even 

g l o r i f i e d ,  t h e r e  i s  no s t o p p i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  v a l u e  p e r -  

v e r s i o n .  Soon s o c i a l i s t s ,  s u f f r a g e t t e s ,  s o c i a l  r e f o r m e r s  

and o t h e r s  make even more o u t r a g e o u s  c l a i m s  on b e h a l f  o f  

t h e  " d e p r i v e d n  mob. 

To u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s ,  one must u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  bou r -  

g e o i s  s o c i e t y  c r e a t e d  i t s  own sub-groups, c l a s s e s  and 

cas tes .  The low-va lue  s o c i a l  sys tem t h a t  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  t h e  

t r i u m p h  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  m a t e r i a l i s m  produced a  h o s t  o f  new 

o c c u p a t i o n s  and s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n s .  To t h e s e  be longed  t h e  

p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  s m a l l  o f f i c i a l s ,  s k i l l e d  and u n s k i l l e d  

worke rs  and o t h e r s ,  a l l  o f  whom were new s o c i a l  e n t i t i e s  

and a l l  o f  whom, i n  one way o r  a n o t h e r ,  wanted t o  make t h e  



grade within the bourgeois value system.' Needless t o  add 

none of these groups show any concern about acquiring higher 

values or making attempts o f  moral overcoming. And why 

should they? They are getting al l the encouragement they 

need t o  do exactly the opposite, 

PROLETARIANIZATION 

What in fact happens then is that the proletarianized 

masses created by m a t e r i a l i s t i c - i n d u s t t i a l - b o u r g e o i s  society, 

take up positions that are strikingly similar t o  the post- 

ures o f  the emerging bourgeoisie vi s-i-vi s t h e  medieval 

society. The only difference is that the proletarians ac- 

cept the bourgeois value system a s  a valid goal for their 

o w n  aspirations. In other words, unlike the bourgeoisie, 

they do not have t o  falsify existing values t o  make their 

claims. They simply accept the values o f  t h e - d o m i n a n t ~ g r o u p ,  

The proletarianS'complaint is thus not that these fal- 

sified values are base; their only criticism. is that they 

a r e  not able t o  realize for themselves the acquisition of 

these values. They thus acquire a ressentiment that is 

I Staude, Ibid., 



even base r  t h a n  t h e  one p r e v i o u s l y  n o u r i s h e d  b y  t h e  bou r -  

g e o i s i e .  W h i l e  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  e n v i e d  n o b l e r  men because 

t h e y  possessed s u p e r i o r  va lues ,  and l h i l e  t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  

t o  a c q u i r e  t h e s e  v a l u e s  l e d  them i n t o  a  t r a n s v a l u a t i o n  o f  

t h e  o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e  system, t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  does someth ing  

even more a b j e c t :  he  a c c e p t s  t h e  f a l s i f i e d  v a l u e s  a s  v a l i d  

and h i s  r e s s e n t i m e n t  i s  based s o l e l y  on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 

i s  unab le  t o  a c q u i r e  t h e s e  va lues .  

B u t  h e  does n o t  s t o p  he re .  Greed and o t h e r  low v a l u e s  

h a v i n g  been un leashed  t o  t h e  f u l l e s t  p o s s i b l e  e x t e n t ,  t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a n  f i n d s  i t  easy t o  go t o  even g r e a t e r  ext remes,  

n o t  o n l y  t o  a c q u i r e  more goods, b u t  a l s o  i n  o r d e r  t o  n o u r i s h  

h i s  r e s s e n t i m e n t :  he r e j e c t s  r e f o r m s  t h a t  wou ld  improve h i s  

m a t e r i a l  l o t  because such r e f o r m s  would decrease d i s c o n t e n t  

and t h u s  d e p r i v e  h i m  o f  t h e  p l e a s u r e s  of r e s s e n t i m e n t .  Not  

o n l y  t h a t ,  r e f o r m s  wou ld  a l s o  d e l a y  t h e  coming o f  t h e  day 

when he can s e t  h i m s e l f  up as  t h e  supreme member o f  s o c i e t y  

whose va lue -sys tem wou ld  be law. 
1 

For  t h e  more d i s c o n t e n t  t h e r e  i s ,  t h e  b e t t e r  t h e  chance 

t h a t  t h e  a f f e c t e d  masses w i l l  r e v o l t ;  r e v o l t  n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  

possesso rs  o f  s u p e r i o r  v a l u e s  who by t h i s  t i m e  w i l l  be p r a c -  

1 
Staude, I b i d , ,  pp. 52-54. 



tically extinct; but revolt against those remnants of the 

bourgeoisie who attgrnpt to deprive the proletariat of the 

acquisition of the utilitarian value-system. The final de- 

struction of the objective value-system, and - somewhat 
ironically in view of what has just been said - the death 
knell of bourgeois society would be the coming to power 

of the proletariat: the bourgeoisation of the mob, so to 

speak. 

While bourgeois society thus found itself in a 

dilemma from which there was seemingly no escape, the hold- 

ers of the noble value system had hardly cause for glee. 

There was little they could do to save or to transform 

morally the bourgeoisie which so efficiently carried out 

its own destruction. Worse still, there was no way to keep 

the proletarian mob in line, for even reforms were not the 

answer: carrying out reforms in order to avoid the revol- 

utionary doom, would only increase the appetite of the 

mob and thus increase their hostility and ressentiment. 
1 

Far from controlling or lowering ressentiment, re- 

forms could only accelerate its destructiveness. And even 

if reforms would not increase ressentiment, they would do 

nothing e l s e  than stabilize the existing deprived moral 

(~cheler, Ressentirnent, (English edition), 5) .  51. 



o r d e r ,  wh ich  i n  no way wou ld  s e r v e  t h e  cause o f  n o b l e  

va l ues. 

The p e c u l i a r  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  t h u s  was c r e a t e d  was 

t h e r e f o r e  f u l l  o f  paradoxes:  t h e  s o c i e t y  t h a t  l i v e d  b y  

n o b l e  v a l u e s  had l o s t  i n  f a v o r  of  a  s o c i a l  sys tem t h a t  

worsh ipped t h e  lower va lues .  And w h i l e  t h i s  sys tem c a r -  

r i e d  o u t  i t s  own d e s t r u c t i o n ,  i t s  p a s s i n g  i n  no way s e r v e d  

t h o s e  who believed i n  t h e  nobler values. Bn t h e  c c n t r a r p .  

I t  b e n e f i t t e d  t h o s e  whose m o r a l s  were lower  s t i l l  though 

b a s i c a l l y  t h e y  were on t h e  same l e v e l  a s  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  

sys tem wh ich  d e s t r o y e d  n o b i l i t y .  And any a t t e m p t  t o  c o n t r o l  

t h i s  p r o c e s ?  of mora l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  l e d  o n l y  t o  t h e  

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  and p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  base va lues .  Which- 

e v e r  way S c h e l e r  looked,  t h e  p r o s p e c t s  were dep ress ing .  

D i d  t h i s  mean t h a t  n o b l e  v a l u e s  were f o r e v e r  doomed 

and t h a t  n o t h i n g  c o u l d  be done t o  save human d i g n i t y ?  

DIGNITY THROUGH INTUITION 

W h i l e  n o b l e  man may l o n g  f o r  t h e  happy days when t h e  

prob lems c r e a t e d  b y  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  b o u r g e o i s  s o c i e t y  were 

unknown, he a l s o  must be r e a l i s t i c  enough t o  know t h a t  

h i s t o r y  canno t  be t u r n e d  back. The s l a v e  r e v o l t  i n  m o r a l s  

i s  a  f a c t  t h a t  canno t  be i g n o r e d  o r  s i m p l y  undone. I t s  

e x i s t e n c e  must be accepted ,  u n p a l a t a b l e  as  i t  may be t o  
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somebody l i k e  S c h e l e r .  And w h i l e  t h i s  r e v o l t  may have improved 

t h e  m a t e r i a l  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  m u l t i t u d e s ,  and w h i l e  

t h i s  i n  i t s e l f  i s  n o t  e v i l ,  i t  i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  f u l l  

stomachs a l o n e  do n o t  g i v e  p e o p l e  d i g n i t y .  L i b e r a t i o n  f r o m  

t h e  s h a c k l e s  o f  u t i l i t a r i a n  m a t e r i a l i s m  canno t  be accomp- 

l i s h e d  by  a  r e l i a n c e  o n  s c i e n t i f i c  methods o r  o t h e r  emp i r -  

i c a l  d a t a  w i t h  wh ich  human b e i n g s  can be measured, These have 

t h e i r  p l a c e ,  t o  be su re ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  r e l e v a n t  where 

t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  n o b i l i t y  o r  d i g n i t y  i s  concerned.  

To a c q u i r e  t h e s e  we have t o  t r a n s c e n d  t h e  senses u n t i l  

i n t u i t i o n  and e m o t i o n  show us  t h e  answer t o  o u r  dilemma, i f  

we a r e  t o  f o l l o w  S c h e l e r ' s  p r e s c r i p t i o n s .  1, 2 

Thus, instead o f  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  w o r l d  a round 

him, man w i l l  have t o  r e - l e a r n  t o  l ook  i n w a r d  i n t o  h i s  

i nne rmos t  s o u l ,  where a!one h e  w i ! !  f i n d  t h e  k e y  t h a t  opens 

t h e  door  t o  t h e  d i g n i t y  t h a t  has  been l o s t .  F o r  i n  h i s  s o u l  

man w i l l  d i s c o v e r  h i s  own d i v i n e  s e l f  w h i c h  w i l l  enab le  h i m  

once more t o  communicate w i t h  God, wh ich  a l o n e  w i l l  make i t  

p o s s i b l e  t o  r e s t o r e  h i s  d i g n i t y .  3 

I 
Staude, op.ci  t., pp. 17, 149, 168-169. 

2  
Lauer ,  op.c i  t, , pp, 164-1 67. 

' ~ t a u d e ,  op .c i t , ,  pp. 211, 212. 



W h i l e  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o r  r e d i s c o v e r i n g  ob- 

j e c t i v e  v a l u a t i o n ,  man i s  n o t  a lone.  Fo r  t h i s  t r a n s f o r m -  

a t i o n  must be c a r r i e d  t h r o u g h  w i t h  and t h r o u g h  fe l l owmen.  

Nob le  v a l u e s ,  as  we have noted,  do n o t  e x i s t  i n  a  vaccuum. 

They can be a c q u i r e d  o n l y  v i a  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r  

human be ings .  Nob le  l o v e  needs t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  and accep t -  

ance o f  human d i g n i t y  i n  a n o t h e r  human b e i n g ;  w i t h o u t  i t ,  

i t  cannot  e x p r e s s  i t s e l f .  
1 

By acknowl 

o t h e r s ,  man can 

o f  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

e d g i n g  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  n o b l e  v a l u e s  i n  

p r a c t i c e  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n  l o v e  a t  t h e  l e v e l  

va lues .  E v e n t u a l l y  t h i s  s u p e r i o r  t y p e  o f  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  can and s h o u l d  be merged w i t h  t h e  s p i r i t u a l  

and r e l i g i o u s  va lues ,  such as  b l i s s f u l l n e s s  and t r u e  C h r i s t -  

i a n  j o y ,  t h a t  r e s u l t  f r o m  a  corn-nunion w i t h  G o d l i n e s s .  2, 3 

By  thus  g i v i n g  genuine ( a s  opposed t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t ' s  

s u r r o g a t e )  human d i g n i t y  t o  h i s  f e l l o w  human be ings ,  man r e -  

d i s c o v e r s  h i s  own d i g n i t y  and n o b i l i t y .  T rue  d i g n i t y  i s  

t h e r e f o r e  someth ing  e l s e  t h a n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  h e a l t h y  

b o d i e s  whose possesso rs  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  s a t i s f y  the i : rma t -  

1 
Ran ly ,  op .c i t . ,  pp. 89-90. 

' ~ c h e l  e r ,  Ressent  iment  (Eng l  i s h  e d i t  i o n )  pp. 86-88. 



e r i a l  needs and greediness.  I t  i s  t h e  ( r e ) d i s c o v e r y  of t h e  

n o b l e  S e l f  th rough  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of n o b i l i t y  i n  o the rs ,  

accompl ished th rough  t h e  communicat ion w i t h  a l l -encompass ing 

D i v i n i t y .  

h i s  f e e l i n g s  t h a t  

f u l l y  ope ra t i ve .  
1 

come a f r e e  human 

u t i l i t y  and mater 

h i g h e r  community 

Since s c i e n t i s t s  and e m p i r i c i s t s  a r e  unab le  t o  e x -  

p l a i n  o r  t o  convey t h i s  moral  process, man s t r i v i n g  f o r  

d i g n i t y  and/or  n o b i l i t y  can do no more t han  t o  w i l l  t h a t  

enable h i m  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  B l i s s ,  Become 

Whi le  do ing  t h i s ,  he w i l l  n o t  o n l y  be- 

be ing ,  l i b e r a t e d  f r om t h e  v u l g a r i t y  o f  

i a l i s m ,  He a l s o  becomes t h e  member o f  a 

t h a t  pe rpe tua tes  t h e  h i g h e s t  va lues,  i f  

Sche le r  i s  t o  be be l i eved ,  Whi le t h u s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  de- 

v e l o p s  h i s  i n n e r  s p i r i t u a l  resources  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  pos- 

s i b l e  degree, he a l s o  pa r takes  f n  an a l l - e m b r a c i n g  so- 

c i a l i z i n g  process, M a t e r i a l i s t i c  and s e l f i s h  t t i n d i v i d u a l -  

ismN thus  becomes n o t  o n l y  meaningless b u t  a l s o  non -ex i s t -  

e n t .  And t h e  same i s  t r u e  of t h e  c o l l e c t i v i s m  the  p r o l e t -  

a r i a t  wants t o  i n f l i c t  on Man i n  t h e  name o f  community 

* s p i r i t w ,  T h i s  way, t h e  enobled man avo ids  making any con- 

cess ions  t o  e i t h e r  s e l f i s h  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  o r  d e p e r s o n a l i z i n g  

I H e r b e r t  Sp iege lberg,  - The Phenomenological Movement 
(fiague: Mar t i nues  Ni  j ho f f ,  1960), I, pp, 248, 252, 253. 



P 
k 

c o l l e c t i v i s m .  B o t h  t h e s e  e v i l s  a r e  e l i m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  

p r o c e s s  o f  r e - e v a l u a t i o n .  1,  2, 3 

Since,  as  no ted ,  S c h e l e r  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  n a t i o n s ,  soc- 

i e t i e s  and r a c e s  d i f f e r  f r o m  one a n o t h e r  i n  many i m p o r t a n t  

r e s p e c t s ,  he advoca ted  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e s  be a p p l i e d  

i n  accordance w i t h  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  To do t h i s  p r o p e r l y ,  

we have t o  u n d e r s t a n d  why a  s o c i e t y  underwent  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l ,  

p z ! i t i c a !  and o t h e r  changes, and how t h e s e  a f f e c t e d  t h e  va lues ,  

b e l i e f s  and p r i n c i p l e s  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  q u e s t i o n  l i v e s  by. 4, 5 

O n l y  i f  we f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e s e  p r o d u c t s  o f  h i s t o r y  can we 

hope t o  a o p l y  o r  t o  n o u r i s h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e s  i n  a  manner 

t h a t  makes sense, On t h i s  b a s i s  we t h e n  can d e v e l o p  an educ- 

a t i o n a l  sys tem t h a t  i s  i n  s t e p  n o t  o n l y  w i t h  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  

* and o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  b i r t h  o r  r e - b i r t h  

o f  n o b l e  va iues .  

Man, t h e n  has  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f  t h e  l i b e r a t i n g  power 

3 ~ c h e l e r ,  Ressen t imen t  ( E n g l i s h  e d i t i o n ) ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  
b y  L. A. Coser, pp. 22-23. 

4 
Sche le r ,  I b i d . ,  In t , roduc t i ,on  b y  L. A. Coser, pp. 15-18. 



t h a t  i s  needed t o  overcome t h e  e v i l s  f o i s t e d  on  h i m  b y  

t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  o r d e r  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  ages 

l o n g  p a s t .  

Does t h i s  mean t h a t  a l l  t h a t  was done o r  b u i l t  s i n c e  

t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  t h e s e  t i m e s  has  t o  be d e s t r o y e d ?  

Not  n e c e s a a r i l y ,  as  even S c h e l e r  admi t s .  Man may w e l l  

a c c e p t  some o f  t h e  p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  age. There 

i s  no reason,  f o r  example, t o  apnrove o f  hunger  i n  t h i s  

. w o r l d ,  o r  t o  a c c e n t  t h a t  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  l i v e  i n  m a t e r i a l  

p o v e r t y  j u s t  because m a t e r i a l  v a l u e s  a r e  o f  lower  mora l  

q u a l i t y .  These m i s e r a b l e  f a c t s  o f  human l i f e  can be f o u g h t  

w i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n ;  b u t  i t  must a l s o  be f u l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  

t h a t  such a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  

va lues .  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  v a l u e s  - yes, b u t  o n l y  o f  t h e  

p l e a s u r e  o r  v i t a l  va lues .  
1 

I f  he u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  a c c e p t s  d i v i n e  gu idance,  man 

w i l l  be a b l e  t o  combine t h e s e  lower v a l u e s  w i t h  t h e  h i g h e r  

v a l u e s ,  w h i l e  never  f o r g e t t i n g  t h a t  t h e  f u l l  ~ o s s e s s i o n  of 

t h e  h i g h e s t  v a l u e s  i s  t h e  most mora l  goa l  he can p o s s i b l y  

have. 

1 
F r i n g s ,  o n . c i t . ,  p. 99. 



~ c h e  l e r ,  Ressent  iment  (Eng l i sh ed i t i  o n ) ,  pp. 86-88. 

B y  t a k i n g  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  - a l l  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  t h e  

o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e  h i e r a r c h y  can be made a  r e a l i t y  anywhere 

on  e a r t h .  1 ,  2 

S i n c e  S c h e l e r  changed h i s  r e l i g i o u s  a l l e g i a n c e s  l a t e r  

I n  l i f e ,  we must  assume t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l  myths  o f  C h r i s t -  

i a n i t y  - i.e. t h e  v i r a c u l o u s  b i r t h  and dea th  o f  Jesus - 
a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  symbols o f  human d i g n i t y  and no- 

b i l i t y .  Any v i t a l  r e l i g i o u s  myth  wh ich  s t r i v e s  t o  o b t a i n  

t h e  g o a l s  s e t  b y  i d e a l i z e d  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  o u g h t  t o  be a b l e  

t o  p e r f o r m  t h e  same f u n c t i o n .  I f  Buddhism, Hinduism, 

I s l a m  o r  any o t h e ~  r e l i g i o n ,  have such v i t a l  myths,  t h e s e  

can p r o v i d e  symbols o f  an  equa l  s t a t u r e .  
1 

By t h e  same token ,  we a l s o  must assume t h a t  t h e  

h i e r a r c h y  o f  v a l u e s  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  m o n o p o l i z e d  b y  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n  t e a c h i n g s  and t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  t h i s  v a l u e  sys tem 

t r a n s c e n d s  n a r r o w  r e l i g i o u s  d e f i n i t i o n s .  I t  j u s t  so 

happened t h a t  t r u e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h i s  ob- 

j e c t i v e  v a l u e  h i e r a r c h y ,  and S c h e l e r  j u s t  hapnened t o  be 

I 

Staude, op .c i t . ,  pp. 



t h e  m a n  w h o  m a d e  t h i s  discovery. T h e r e  is n o  r e a s o n  w h y  

t h e  s a m e  should not be t r u e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  existing rel- 

igions. Which, it should be noted, is not a S c h e l e r i a n  

guarantee that all e x i s t i n g  r e l i g i o n s  a r e  in c o n f ~ r m i t y  

e system. 



CHAPTER 111 

RESSENTIMENT I N  THE BLACK R A C I A L  M I N O R I T Y  

1.n o r d e r  t o  show what - i f  a n y . -  r e l e v a n c e  S c h e l e r ' s  

concep t  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t  has  t o  a  contemporary  s o c i a l  i ssue ,  

a b r i e f  summary o f  h i s  c o n c e p t u a l  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  be g iven,  

T h i s  w i l l  be f o l l ~ w e d  b y  an a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  mod- 

e r n  s o c i a l  movements w i t h  t h e  subsequent  ma in  emphasis d i -  

r e c t e d  towards  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  t h e  b l a c k  r a c i a l  m i n o r i t y  i n  

N o r t h  Amer ica d i s p l a y s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  
/ 

Based on t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  an a t t e m p t  w i l l  be made t o  e l i c i t  

where S c h e l e r  e r r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  p r e s e n t e d ,  and 

where he  made some v a l i d  p o i n t s ,  

SCHELER 'S CONCEPT 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  Sche le r ,  mora l  v a l u e s  a r e  h i e r a r c h i c a l l y  

o rgan ized .  T h e i r  c o r r e c t  o r d e r  can be i n t u i t i v e l y  grasped. 

Moreover,  mora l  v a l u e s  a r e  independent  and u n i v e r s a l ,  

A t t e m p t s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  v a l u e  sys tem by s c i e n t i f i c  

57 



means a r e  f u t i l e ,  because s c i e n t i f i c  methods a r e  n o t  r e l e -  

v a n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  ( o n l y  i n t u i t i o n  i s ) .  

As e v i d e n c e  t h a t  such an  o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e  h i e r a r c h y  

a c t u a . l l y  e x i s t s ,  S c h e l e r  c i t e s  t h e  i n t u i t i o n  a  man h a s  o f  

h i s  own b e i n g  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r e l a t i v e  wh ich  

c o u l d  n o t  e x i s t  i f  t h e r e  were n o t  a n  a b s o l u t e ,  e r g o  t h e r e  

must  be a n  a b s o l u t e .  S c h e l e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  a l l  t h i s  can  and 

must  be r e c o g n i z e d  e m o t i o n a l l y .  Once a  p e r s o n  can  f e e l  t h i s ,  

h e  w i l l  n o t e  t h a t  v a l u e s  can be d i v i d e d  i n t o  f o u r  m a j o r  ca- 

t e g o r i e s ,  t h e y  b e i n g  ( f r o m  t h e  l owes t  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t ) :  

p l e a s u r e ,  v i t a l ,  s p i . r i t u a l  and r e l i g i o u s  ( h e i l i q e )  va lues .  

These v a l u e s  c o r r e s p o n d  t o  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  t y p e s .  

I t  i s  o n l y  when t h i s  a l l e g e d l y  o b j e c t i v e ,  immutab le ,  

h i e r a r c h y  c o l  l a p s e s  t h a t  Man e x p e r i e n c e s  r e s s e n t i m e n t  ( G r o l  I ) .  

B a d i c a l l y ,  r e s s e n t i r n e n t  i s  l i t t l e  e l s e  t h a n  a r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  

t h e  o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e  system. No t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  i t  t h r i v e s  

among t h e  ens laved,  t h e  a l i e n t a t e d  and t h e  d e p r i v e d .  Con- 

v e r s e l y ,  a s o c i e t y  w h i c h  has  a  s t r i c t  h i e r a r c h i c a l  o r d e r  

i s  n o t  l i k e l y  t o  p roduce r e s s e n t i m e n t - l a d e n  men, a s  i t  does 

n o t  encourage t h e  i n f e r i o r  s o c i a l  g roups  t o  compare them- 

s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  s u o e r i o r  human and s o c i a l  t y p e s .  O n l y  when 
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such comoarisons appear realistic or are actually encouraged, 
I 

the ressentiment emotion comes to the fore. 
i 

Ressentiment will remain with its victims a s  long as 
I 

they refuse to overcome i t  through remedial action. But-the 
i 

typical ressentiment man fs weak and thus unable to overcome 

this affliction, But once he acts out his inner hostility, 

ressentiment may disappear. To do this he may, however, 
i 

I 
1 

have to falsify the objective vaiue system a s  !he cannot 

conform to its eternal rules, In this case the ressentiment 

person will glorify his own low values as if the2 were sup- 

erfor, and he w i l l  try to find social acceptance for this 

moral transvaluation. 
g. 

For these reasons humanism or the "equality of the 

masses" are immoral because they are nothing but an attempt 

to bring the noble man down to the lowest values, The 

features o f  value perversion also explain why for example 

the German bourgeoisie of Scheler's time or spinsters or 

cripples, nourish ressentiment. 

Bourgeois society - which is of main interest in this 
context - was materialistic, and material usefullness was 

the-main criterion of i t s  ethos, This makes the bourgeois 

member self-seeking, anxious, servile and greedy. He is 

devoid o f  the noblest values, therefore he thinks that 



I 

he can a c q u i r e  them by  h a r d  work, f o r  t h i s  w i ' l l  enab le  h im 

t o  acqdire t he  same m a t e r i a l  o b j e c t s  he sees t h e  nob le  men 

a r e  possess ing (he r e f u s e s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  m a t e r i a l  posses- 

s i o n s  and nob le  va lues  a r e  n o t  necessar i  l y  r e l a t e d ) .  

The i o w k s t  s o c i a l  c l ass ,  i.e, t h e  mob, i s  even baser, 

as f a r  as Scheler  i s  concerned, They n o t  o n l y  want m a t e r i a l  

t h i n g s ,  b u t  t h e y  a l s o  accept  t h e  bourgeo is  f a l s i f i c a t i o n  

of o b j e c t i v e  va lues  as  a  v a l i d  p r o p o s i t i o n .    he'^ work f o r  

t h e  day when t h e i r  base va lues  w i l l  be supreme, For t h i s  

reason  t h e y  r e s e n t  r e f o r m  f o r  ins tance,  because r e f o r m  would 

o n l y  de tay  t h e  coming of t h i s  day. Moreover, i t  would de- 

p r i v e  them o f  t h e  d i s c o n t e n t  whose m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  t h e y  

en joy, 

The h i g h e r  c lasses ,  i,e. p r i m a r i l y  t h e  n o b i l i t y ,  a re  

however i n  a  r e a l  quandry once' t h e  lower va lues  have p ro -  

duced s o c i a l  a c t i o n .  I f  t h e y  j u s t  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  

t h e y  make unacceptab le  concessions t o  t h e  low va lue  system, 

I f  t h e y  want t o  dea l  w i t h  - t h e  problem th rough  re forms,  

t h e y  n o t  o n l y  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  i n f e r i o r  system, t h e y  a l s o  i n -  

c rease t h e  a p p e t i t e  o f  t h e  mob who t h u s  w i l l  make even more 

out rageous demands. The o n l y  way o u t  o f  t h i s  dilemma t h a t  

Sche le r  can suggest  i s  t h e  acceotance o f  " t r u e  C h r i s t i a n -  



i t y w  wh ich  t o  h i m  means t h e  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  accep tance  o f  

t h e  s o - c a l l e d  o b j e c t i v d  vaJue h i e r a r c h y  and i t s  a p p l i c -  

a t i o n  t o  e x i s t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  He neve r  makes i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  

how t h i s  wou ld  a p p l y  t o  t h e  WmobM, o r  what reasons  t h e  

" l o w e r N  c l a s s e s  have t o  a c c e p t  such an  ar rangement ,  i f  

t h e y  d o n ' t  e x p e r i e n c e  h i s  v e r y  q u e s t i o n a b l e  i n t u i t i v e  

c o g n i t i o n .  

S c h e f e r  e l a b o r a t e d  a phenomenology t h a t  i s  based on 

f e e l i n g  s t a t e s ,  be t h e y  p a i n  o r  j oy ,  sympathy, l o v e  o r  

1 
h a t r e d ,  shame o r  repen tance .  These emot ions  a r e  f e l t  immed- 

i a t e l y  a s  t h e y  a re ,  t h e y  b e i n g  immanent and i n t u i t i v e  ex- 

per iences .2  Thus mora l  v a l u e s  a r e  f e l t  i n s t a n t l y e 3  And 

s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  i s  t h e  case, S c h e l e r  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  

n a t u r e  of s o c i a l  c l a s s e s ,  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  v a l u e  

h i e r a r c h y  and t h e i r  mora l  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  r e c o g n i z e d  d i r e c t l y  

t h r o u g h  phenomeno log ica l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  T h e r e f o r e  i n t u i t i o n  

enab les  us n o t  o n l y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  v a r i o u s  v a l u e s  and t h e i r  

1 
S c h e l e r ,  Ressent i rnent  ( E n g l i s h  e d i t i o n ) ,  I n t r o -  

d u c t i o n  b y  L.A. Coser, p,  10. 

2 
F r i n g s ,  op .c i t . ,  p. 42. 

3 ~ r i n g s ,  I b i d . ,  . 111. 
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h i e r a r c h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s .  I t  a l s o  g u i d e s  u s  t o w a r d s  t h e  r e -  

c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  v a l u e s  and t h e  v a l u e  h i e r a r c h y  p l a y  

i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and i t s  f o r m a t i o n .  ~d c o r r e c t l y  

e v a l u a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s o c i e t y  and t h e  r e l a t e b  s o c i a l  chan- 

ges  t h a t  members o f  t h a t  s o c i e t y  may want  t o  b r i n g  abou t ,  
y I 

I 
we can  r e l y  o n  phenomeno log i ca l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  ' 

9 

: S i n c e  r e s s e n t i m e n t  r e s u l t s  f r o m  a n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  
I '  

c o r r e c t  v a l u e  o r d e r ,  a t t e m p t s  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  s h i a l  changes 

w h i c h  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  such a  v a l u e  o r d e r  a r e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

S c h e l e r ' s  l i n e  o f  r e a s o n i n g  e v i l  and t h u s  must  be r e j e c t e d .  

Movements f o r s o c i a l  changes can t h e r e f o r e  bee a c c e p t a b l e  o n l y  

i f  t h e y  a t t e m p t  t o  b r i n g  h b o u t  s o c i a l  changes t h a t  w i l l  

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  c o r r e c t  v a l u e ' h i e r a r c h y .  I f  t h e y  want  t o  

d e s t r o y  i t  o r  i f  t h e y  want  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  t r a n s v a l u a t i o n s  

t h a t  a r e  i n c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h i s  h i e r a r c h y ,  t h e y  have t o  be 

opposed b y  a l l  men w i t h  a m o r a l  consc ience .  S c h e l e r  t h u s  

l e f t  no doub t  how t h e  f u n c t i o n  and n a t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  move- 

ments  have  t o  be e v a l u a t e d .  

THE THEORY OF SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 

I n  o r d e r  t o  d e c i d e  w h i c h  a s p e c t s  o f  S c h e l e r  have 

r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t  i n  t h e  



k l ook  a t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s o c i a l  movements, f o r  t h e y  have be- 

d c come t h e  main  v e h i c l e  f o r  t h e s e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  T h i s ' f s  
B 

p r i m a r i l y  an e m p i r i c a l  p rocedure  wh ich  has been p e r f o r m e d  

b y  a  number o f  con tempora ry  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  
1  

B a s i c a l  l y ,  s o c i a l  movements a re ,  as  Blumer p u t  it,. 

w c o l l e c t i v e  e n t e r p r i s e s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a new o r d e r  o f  l i f e v ;  
2 

o r ,  as Toch says, "an e f f o r t  by  a  l a r g e  number o f  p e o p l e  t o  

s o l v e  c o l l e c t i v e l y  a  p rob lem t h e y  f e e l  t h e y  have i n  common." 3 

They can be r e l i g i o u s  o r  s e c u l a r ,  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r  r e a c t -  

1 
F o r  good a c c o u n t s  o f  s o c i a l  movements see: B a r r y  

McLaugh 1 i n  (ed.) ,  S t u d i e s  i n  S o c i a l  Movements (New York: 
F r e e  Press ,  1969) .  ~ n t h o n ~ ? .  C. Wal l ace ,  "Revi  t a t  i z a t i o n  
Movementstt, Amer ican A n t h r o p o ! o g i s t ,  -.. v o l .  L V I I I ,  A p r i l  
1956, pp. 264-81, H e r b e r t  ii i umer, " S o c i a l  ?vlcvernents" 9 - ?!pi%' 

O u t l i n e s  -- o f  t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  S o c i o l o g y ,  A ,  M. Lee ed. 
( ~ a r n e s  and Noble, Inc., 1 9 q ) ,  pp. 199-220. Hans Toch, 
The S o c i a l  Psycho loqy  o f  S o c i a l  Movements ( ~ n d i a n a p o l i s :  - - 
B o b b s - M e r r i l l ,  1965) .  

k! Mc L a u g h l i n  (ed,), op.c i t . ,  p. 3. 



i o n a r y ,  c o o p e r a t i v e  o r  s c h i s m a t i c ,  o r  p o s s i i b l y  a  combi- 

n a t i o n  o f  a l l  these.  Fundamental  t o  a l l  s o c i a l  movements 

i s  a s h a r e d  v a l u e  sys tem and an o r i e n t a t i o n  towards  some 

d e f i n i t e  goa ls .  F o r  t h e  sake of conven ience,  t h e i r  d e v e l -  

opment c a n  b e s t  be d e s c r i b e d  as c o n s i s t i n g  o f  s e v e r a l  

b a s i c  phases and s tages :  

r a c t e r i z e d  by  g r o p i n g  and u n c o o r d i n a t e d  e f f o r t s .  W h i l e  

t h e y  move i n  a  g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e  u l t i m a t e  a im  i s  

o f t e n  n o t  a t  a l l  c l e a r ,  and an o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  an e s t a b -  

l i s h e d  l e a d e r s h i p  g roup  a r e  c l e a r l y  l a c k i n g .  Guidance and 

c o n t r o l  a r e  m i n i m a l .  on  t h e  whole,  t h e  development  of t h e  

movement i s  uneven a n d  i t s  g o a l s  a r e  i l l ' d e f i n e ' d .  

2) As t h e  s o c i a l  movement deve lops ,  i t  becomes more 

o r g a n i z e d  and l e s s  ambiguous, A d e f i n i t e  d i r e c t i o n ,  n o t  

o n l y  i n  r e g a r d  t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  

methods and goa ls ,  becomes apparen t .  Dawson and G e t t y s  
1 

have  made t h e  p o i n t  t h i t  d u r i n g  t h i s  phase a s o c i a l  move- 

ment usually d e v e l o p s  i n  f o u r  s tages .  These a re :  

'c. A .  Dawson and W. E. G e t t y s ,  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  
S o c i o l o g y  (rev.ed.;  New York: Rona ld  P r e s s  Co., 19%), 
ch. 19. 



Stage One. S o c i a l  Un res t .  D i s c o n t e n t  i s  e x p l o i t e d  b y  

t h e  s o c i a l  movement and c h a n n e l l e d  i n t o  a c e r t a i n  d i r e c t i o n .  

I t  f o c u s e s  o n  p a r t i c u l a r  causes o f  u n r e s t  o r  d i s c o n t e n t .  

S tage Two. P o p u l a r  Exc i temen t .  T h i s  i s  a  s tepped-up 

v a r i a n t  o f  ~ t a , g e  One. D i s c o n t e n t  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i n  more 

e x c i t a b l e  b e h a v i o r  a s  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o b t a i n  a  s h a r p e r  focus .  

A t  t h i s  s t a g e  a c h a r i s m a t i c  l e a d e r  i s  l i k e l y  t o  emerge. 

S tage Three. F o r m a l i z a t i o n .  Once a  c l e a r l y  r e c o g n i z e d  

l e a d e r s h i p  has  emerged, t h e  movement w i l l  become more fo rm-  

a l i z e d  and o r g a n i z e d .  Ru les ,  t a c t i c s  and d i s c i p l i n e  become 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  i m p o r t a n t .  Unaccep tab le  o r  d e v i a n t  b e h a v i o r  

w i l l  be more s e v e r e l y  p u n i s h e d  t h a n  i n  t h e  p a s t .  The power 

o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  l i k e l y . t o  i nc rease .  An i d e o l o g y  ils 

p r o b a b l y  t a k i n g  shape. 
s 

Stage Four .  I n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  

movement h a s  become i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d .  I t  i s  we1 l s t r u c t -  

u r e d  and h a s  a  c l e a r l y  o r g a n i z e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  wh ich  sees 

t o  i t  t h a t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  g o a l s  o f  t h e  movement a r e  f u l l y  

r e a l  i zed. 

To u n d e r s t a n d  s o c i a l  movements f u l l y ,  it i s  a d v i s a b l e  

t o  c o n s i d e r  n o t  o n l y  t h e  s t a g e s  of  t h e i r  development  b u t  

a l s o  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  means and mechanisms t h a t  o p e r a t e  



c o n v i n c i n g  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e s e  mechanics: 
1  

A g i t a t i o n .  - To a rouse  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  s t a g e s  

o f  t h e  movement as  d e s c r i b e d  above, s k i l l f u l  a g i t a t o r s  a r e  

needed. A s u c c e s s f u l  a g i t a t o r  n o t  o n l y  a rouses  peop le ;  he 

a l s o  i m p l a n t s  new concep ts  and i d e a s  i n  t h e i r  minds;  These 

encourage them t o  l o o s e n  p r e v i o u s  a t t a c h m e n t s  and t o  accep t  

new ways o f  t h i n k i n g  i n  a  d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  i s  f a v o r a b l y  d i s -  

posed towards  t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  movement ( n e b u l o u s  though  

t h e s e  may be a t  f i r s t ) .  A l l  t h i s  t h e  a g i t a t o r  can do as  soon 

as  he has  b r o k e n  down i n e r t i a .  

E s p r i t  de Corps, - Once a  s u f f i c i e n t  number o f  p e o p l e  

has  been a roused  and t h e i r  modes o f  t h o u g h t  have been chan- 

ged, t h e y  w i t  1 d e v e ! o p @ f e e ! i n g s  of  c !nseness and i n t f m a c y  

w i t h  l i k e - m i n d e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  They w i l l  i n c r e a s i n g l y  f e e l  

a s  a  s e l e c t  group, and camarader ie  w i l l  b e  on  t h e  i n c r e a s e .  

C o o p e r a t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  c o m p e t i t i o n  marks t h e  human r e -  

l a t i o n s h i ~ s  w i t h i n  t t i e  movement a t  t h i s  s tage.  I n  s h o r t ,  

i t  i s  d e v e l o p i n g  an  e s p r i t  de corps .  I t  h e l p s  t h e  i n d i v i -  - 
d u a l  t o  f e e l  t h a t  he  be longs ,  wh ich  i n  t u r n  s t r e n g t h e n s  t h e  

s o l i d a r i t y  o f  t h e  movement. I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  o u t s i d e r s  become 

' ~ c l a u ~ h l i n  (ed. ) ,  op .c i t . ,  pp, 11-12. 



* @ t h e  enemy8*. Members o f  t h e  movement a r e  supposed ly  good, 

v i r t u o u s ,  a l t r u i s t i c ;  P the  enemyt1 i s  e v i l ,  s e l f i s h  and d i s -  

honest .  He l e n d s  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  scapegoat .  The 

v e r y  f a c t  t h a t  he e x i s t s  i s  o f  p o s i t i v e  v a l u e  t o  t h e  move- 

ment, f o r  h i s  v e r y  e x i s t e n c e  can o n l y  s t r e n g t h e n  i t s  s o l i -  

d a r i t y .  

Mora le.  - Out  o f  t h e  e s p r i t  de c o r p s  grows t h e  m o r a l e  

of t h e  s o c i a l  movement. Because t h e y  see themse lves  as  

! v i r t u o u s ,  members o f  t h e  movement b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e i r  suc- 
: 

cess  i s  i n e v i t a b l e ,  even i f  t h i s  i n v o l v e s  a h a r d  s t r u g g l e .  

And because i t  has a  I t sac red  m i s s i o n  t o  f u l f i l n ,  t h e  move- 

ment l o o k s  on  r e v e r s a l s  and d e f e a t s  p r i m a r i l y  a s  m o r a l e  

b u i l d e r s ,  Moreover ,  m o r a l e  i s  s t r e n g t h e n e d  b y  a s a i n t -  

c u l t ,  a  s a c r e d  iiterature"and v z r i c u s  myths which  8 tprovew 

t h e  c l a i m s  o f  t h e  movement. 

I d e o l o q y .  - Out  of  a l l  t h i s  comes a  c o n v i n c i g n l y  

deve loped i d e o l o g y  wh ich  a l s o  p l a y s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  

i n  t h e  main tanance o f  t h e  movement v i s - 6 - v i s  i t s  enemies. 

D o c t r i n e s ,  b e l i e f s ,  myths,  o b j e c t i v e s ,  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  and 

t a c t i c s  a r e  a l l  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f  t h e  move- 

ment, 

T a c t i c s ,  - The t a c t i c s  a  s o c i a l  movement employs 



have  t h r e e  m a j o r  o b j e c t i v e s :  g a i n i n g  adheren ts ,  h o l d i n g  

f o l l o w e r s  and r e a c h i n g  s p e c i f i c  o b j e c t i v e s .  To e v o l v e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  t a c t i c s ,  t h e  p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s i t -  

u a t i o n  must be f u l l y  unders tood.  U n l e s s  t h e  c u l t u r a l  and 

s o c i a l  s e t t i n g  w i t h i n  wh ich  t h e  movements o p e r a t e s  i s  

t a k e n  i n t o  account ,  t a c t i c s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  f a i l .  

F i n a l l y ,  m e n t i o n  must be made of t h e  two b a s i c  t y p e s  

o f  s o c i a l  movements. These can b e s t  be d e s c r i b e d  a s  r e f o r m  

and r e v o l u t i o n .  

The r e f o r m  movement o p e r a t e s  w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  By a c ~ e p t i n g  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  mores and 

s o c i a l  codes, t h e  r e f o r m  movement a ims a t  m e r e l y  i m p r o v i n g  

t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  I t  does n o t  want t o  r e p l a c e  

it. T h i s  g i v e s  i t  r e s p e c t a b i l a t y ,  and t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  i t  

s h i e l d s  i t  f r o m  a t t a c k .  I ndeed  a  r e f o r m  movement o f t e n  

wan ts  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  t h e  a c t u a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  t h e  accep ted  

mores which, i t s  f o l l o w e r s  b e l i e v e ,  e x i s t  o n l y  i n  t h e o r y .  

By  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement c h a l l e n g e s  

t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  mores wh ich  i t  wants t o  r e p l a c e  w i t h  a  

c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  s e t  o f  va lues .  I t s  a i m  i s  n o t  o n l y  

improvement and change, b u t  t h e  rep lacemen t  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

c u l t u r a l  and mora l  norms w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  ones. I n  s h o r t ,  i t  



wants  a  c o m p l e t e l y  new v a l u e  o r d e r  o p e r a t i n g  w i t h i n  d i f -  

f e r e n t  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and p a t t e r n s .  By i t s  v e r y  n a t u r e ,  

t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement i s  l i k e l y  t o  be more v i o l e n t  

t h a n  t h e  r e f o r m  movement. As f o r  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

l i f e  s t y l e s  o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  members, t h e  fundamenta l  

d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e s e  two t y p e s  o f  s o c i a l  movements i s  
4 

- n r h n n c  r.;,,,-t,,, t h i s :  t h e  re ' fo rm movement wants t o  improve con- 

d i t i o n s  - f o r  t h e  d e p i f v e d ,  a l i e n a t e d  and oppressed;  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement t r i e s  t o  change c o n d i t i o n s  - w i t h  

t h e s e  groups. T h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  w i l l  be  i m p o r t a n t  i n  o u r  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t  i n  t h e  b l a c k  m i n o r i t y  group. 

Ressen t imen t  i t s e l f  i s  an  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  e s p e c i a l l y  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  o f  a s o c i a l  movement. F o r  r e s s e n t i m e n t  

m o t i v a t e s  t h e  membe~s o f  a d e p r i v e d  s o c i a l  g roup t o  seek a  

new v a l u e  o r d e r .  B u t  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  b r i n g  abou t  such 

a t r a n s v a l u a t i o n  n e c e s s i a t e s  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  s o c i a l  

movement w h i c h  t h e n  becomes t h e  v e h i c l e  o f  s o c i a l  change.- 

From t h i s  b r i e f  accoun t  i t  can be seen t h a t  t h e  de- 

ve lopment  a f  s o c i a l  movements i s  a t  t i m e s  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  

f r o m  S c h e l e r f s  assumpt ions.  The most o b v i o u s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  

wou ld  seem t o  be between S c h e l e r ' s  a n a l y s i s  and e v a l u a t i o n  



I 
o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  base v a l u e s  and t h e  f u n c t i o n s  t h e s e  have 

i n  t h e  evo lvement  o f  s o c i a l  movements. 

What Sche l e r  ca I l s  base, p l e a s u r e  v a l u e s  a r e  normal  I y  
I 

t h e  m o t i v a t i n g  f o r c e  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  s o c i a l  movement. S c h e l e r ' s  
1 
I 

W n o b l e V  c l a s s e s  a r e  o b v i o u s l y  n o t  g o i n g  t o  s d a r t  a s o c i a l  

movement as  t h e  e x i s t i n g  v a l u e  o r d e r  n o r m a l l y  does n o t  

m o t i v a t e  them t o w a r d s  s o c i a l  o r  m o r a l  change. And indeed,  

I ,  
socia! movements a l m o s t  a l w a y s  o r i g i n a t e  i n  d e p r i v e d  s o c i a l  

groups. I t  f s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s o c i a l  

o r d e r  and t h e  v a l u e  sys tem t h a t  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  i t, t h a t  

m o t i v a t e s  members 

new m o r a l  and s o c i  

t h e  s t a g e s  o f  s o c i  

o f  t h e s e  soc 

a1 o r d e r .  Th 

a1 movements 

a1 g roups  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  a  

s  s e a r c h  l e a d s  them t h r o u g h  

as  d e s c r i b e d  above. 

T h i s  h a s  been i m p r e s s i v e l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  t h e  manner 

i n  w h i c h  t h e  b l a c k  m i n o r i t y  i m - t h e  i i n i t e d  S t a t e s  d e v e l o p e d  

i t s  new v a l u e  o r d e r  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f e w  decades o f  h i s t o r y .  

Where S c h e l e r  d e p l o r e d  any  change t h a t  made c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  

t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  I t i n f e r i o r "  s o c i a l  groups,  t h e  b l a c k  m in -  

o r i t y  h a s  used t h e  " i n f e r i o r v  v a l u e s  a s  an  i n s t r u m e n t  t o  

b r i n g  a b o u t  d e s i r e d  s o c i a l  changes. Thus "basew v a l u e s  have 

been used  as  i n i t i a t o r s  o f  a  new, m o r a l l y  improved,  v a l u e  

h i e r a r c h y ,  
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W h i l e  t h e  r e s s e n t i m e n t  o f  r a c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  

- g e n e r a l  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h i s  t r e a t -  

i s e ,  t h e  f rame of r e f e r e n c e  of t h e  p r e s e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  

be l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of t h e  Amer ican Negroes. 
1  

S o c i a l  movements have been known among Amer ica 's  

b i a c k s  a t  l e a s t  s f n c e  t h e  C i v i !  War o v e r  100 y e a r s  ago. 

Many o f  t h e s e  movements however never  went t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  

s t a g e s  d e s c r i b e d  above. By and l a r g e ,  i t  can be s a i d  t h a t  

t h e i r  success was o n l y  m a r g i n a l  s i n c e  none of  them suc- 

ceeded i n  b r i n g i n g  abou t  mass ive  s h i f t s  i n  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  

t h e  Negro p o p u l a t i o n  ( w h i c h  u s u a l l y  made up abou t  10% o f  

t h e  t o t a l  Amer ican p o p u l a t i o n ) .  

 o or good accoun ts  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  
p o i n t s  made h e r e ,  see: James W. Vander Zanden, "The non- 
v i o l e n t  R e s i s t a n c e  Movement a g a i n s t  S e g r e g a t i o n M ,  Amer ican 
Jou rna l  of S o c i o l o g y ,  v o l .  L X V I I I ,  No,5  a arch 1963) ,  pp. 
544-550. S t o k e l y  Carmichae l  and C h a r l e s  V. H a m i l t o n ,  B l a c k  
Power (New York: Random House, 1967). P h i l i p  S. Foner  (ed. ) ,  

'The - B l a c k  P a n t h e r s  Speak ( p h i  i a d e l p h i a ,  New York:  J, 8, 
L i p p i n c o t t ,  1970) .  Abraham K a r d i n e r  and L i o n e l  Ovesey, The 
Mark o f  O p p r e s s i o n  (New York: W. W. N o r t o n  & Co., 1951) .  -- 
Guy B. Johnson, " P a t t e r n s  o f  Race C o n f l i c t " ,  - Race R e l a t i o n s  
and ' t he  Race Prob  l em, Edgar T. Thompson, ed. (Durham, N.C. : --- 
Duke U n i v e r s i t y  Press ,  1939) .  E. F r a n k l i n  F r a z i e r ,  The 
B l a c k  B o u r g e o i s i e  (Glencoe,  I l l . : F r e e  Press ,  1a57) .  E. U, 
Essien-Udom, B l a c k  N a t i o n a l i s m :  - A Search -- f o r  a n  I d e n t i t y  
i n  Amer ica (Chicago:  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ch icagor  P ress ,  1962). - 
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The ma'jor b reak th rough  occured w i t h  t h e  1954 Supreme 

Cour t  d e c i s i o n  which d e c l a r e d  t h a t  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

was u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  T h i s  was f o l l o w e d  by t h e  successes 
1 
I 

o f  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ' s  s o c i a l  movement which would seem 

\ 
t o  have improved t h e  Negro's a b i l i t y  t o  a c t  o u t  ressen t iment .  

K ing ' s  n o n - v i o l e n t  r e s i s t a n c e  movement scored  a  spec- 

t a c u l a r  success r i g h t  a t  t h e  beg inn ing  w h e n  i t  launched 

1 

t h e  now famous bus b o y c s t t  i n  Montgomery, AlaQama. H i t h e r t o  

pass i ve  r e s i s t a n c e  had been seldom t r i e d  w i t h i n  t h e  A m e r -  

i c a n  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  hence i t s  p o t e n t i a l s  had been un- 

de rs tood  o n l y  by  a few i n d i v i d u a l s .  

Yet f u n c t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n s  o f  labour  i n  t h e  Southern 

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  l end  themselves t o  t h e  ,aims o f  a  

n o n - v i o l e n t  movement c o n s t i t u t i n g  a depr ived,  n u m e r i c a l l y  

s i g n i f i c a n t ,  m i n o r i t y  groGp. B y  w i t h h o l d i n g  t h e i r  contri- 

b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  s t r u c t -  

ure ,  t h e  b l a c k s  were a b l e  t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  o ~ e r a t i o n  o f  
b 

e s s e n t i a l  se rv i ces .  T h i s  i n  t u r n  enabled them t o  p u t  trern- 

endous p ressu res  on t h e  power s t r u c t u r e .  

Consequently, t h e  b lack  m i n o r i t y  group c o u l d  e x t r a c t  

concess ions which i t  would have never o b t a i n e d  had i t  r e -  

l i e d  on moral  p l e a d i n g s  o r  - a t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  extreme - had 

i t  engaged I n  naked v i o l e n c e  (which a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  human 
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s a c r i f i c e s  wou-Id have only  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  n a t u r e  

o f  t h e  dominant  s o c i a l  group; moreover ,  i t  would n o t  have 

had t h e  g u i l t - a p p e a l  o f  n o n - v i o l e n t  r e s i s t a n c e ) .  There  were 

Z a l s o  p r a c t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  t h a t  i t  was t e c h n i c a l l y  
s 

i m p o s s i b l e  and l e g a l l y  q u e s t i o n a b l e ,  t o  i m p r i s o n  a l l  t h e  

v i o l a t o r s  o f  a  n o n - v i o l e n t  r e s i s t a n c e  movement. 

U n t i l  1954 Negro a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  w h i t e s  were p r e -  

d o m i n a n t l y  marked b y  o u t w a r d  reve rence ,  and a c c e p t a n c e  c f  

t h e  e x i s t i n g  power s t r u c t u r e ,  D e s p i t e  t h i s  s e e m i n g l y  pac- 

i f i c  accomodat ion  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  quo, Negroes h a r b o r e d  deep 

resentrhent  and h o s t i l i t y  t o w a r d s  most w h i t e s ,  t hough  t h e s e  

erndt ions a l m o s t  neve r  took  on  o v e r t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  I n  

s h o r t ,  t h e y  had what S c h e l e r  c a l l e d  r e s s e n t i m e n t ,  T h i s  has  

been w e l l  documented, " 2 9  S i n c e  t h e s e  l a t e n t  a g g r e s s i v e  

f e e l i n g s  were h a r d l y  o v e r t l y  m a n i f e s t ,  t h e r e  was a  w ide  

sp read  d e l u s i o n  among w h i t e s  t h a t  "ou r  n i g g e r s  a r e  happy." 

1 
J. D o l l a r d ,  Cas te  - and C l a s s  - i n  - a  S o u t h e r n  - Town ( 3 r d  

ed.; New York: Doubleday & Co., Anchor Books, 1957) ,  p. 

'0er t ram P. Karon, - The Negro P e r s o n a l  i t y  (New York: 
S p r i n g e r  Pub l i s h i  ng Comp., 1958) ,  pp. 165-1 67. 



ha t red .  I n  t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  conform t o  t h e  goa l  o r i e n t a t i o n  

o f  t h e  dominant s o c i a l  group, m i n o r i t y  groups o f t e n  t e n d  

1 t o  a c q u i r e  even t hose  va lues  and mores o f  t h e  dominant 

group t h a t  a r e  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  m ino r i t y . '  T h i s  i s  n o t  

as pe rve rse  o r  m a s o c h i s t i c  as i t  may sound, 

To b e g i n  w i t h ,  members o f  m i n o r i t y  groups t e n d  t o  have 

a g r e a t l y  d e f l a t e d  sel f -esteem. T h i s  i s  h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g  

s i n c e  any c o n t a c t  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  group 
L 

I 

s t r u c t u r e  conveys a n e g a t i v e  impress ion  o f  themselves, 

These e m p i r i c a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  combined w i t h  t h e i r  d e s i r e  

t o  conform t o  t h e  norms and mores o f  t h e  dominant group, 

g i v e s  them a l l  t h e  reasons t h e y  need f o r  s e l f - h a t r e d .  

Out of a1 1 t h i s  emerges t h e n  an emot iona l  t u r m o i l  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  h a t r e d s  towards  wh i tes ,  accomodat ion t o  

t h e i r  va lue  o rde r ,  e f f o r t s  t o  conform t o  t h e i r  mores and 

w h i t e - i n s p i r e d  s e l f - h a t r e d .  To r e s o l v e  t h i s  emot iona l  

dilemma t h e  exp ress ion  o f  h o s t i l i t y  i n  a m o r a l l y  s u p e r i o r  

manner would seem t o  be an i d e a l  s o l u t i o n .  And t h i s  i s  

p r e c i s e l y  what K i n g ' s  t echn iques  a c c o m ~ l i s h e d .  

1 
K u r t  Lewin, R e s o l v i n g  S o c i a l  C o n f l i c t s ;  S e l e c t e d  

Papers on Group Dynamics. G e r t r u d  Weiss Lewin, ed. 1 s t  
ed. (New York: Harper ,  1948). 



K i n g  t o l d  h i s  aud iences  t h a t  h o s t i l i t y  ( i n  f a c t ,  

r e s s e n t i m e n t )  a g a i n s t  w h i t e s  was u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  and j u s t -  

i f i e d .  He t h u s  t r a n s v a l u a t e d  t h e  s o c i a l l y  a c c e p t e d  mora l  

o r d e r  w h i c h  l e g i t i m i z e d  t h e  o p p r e s s i o n  of  Negroes. Yet  a t  

t h e  same t i m e  K i n g  a l s o  e x h o r t e d  t h e  b l a c k s  t o  demon- 

s t r a t e  t h e  mora l  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  cause b y  " t u r n i n g  

t h e  o t h e r  cheek". Thus t h e y  c o u l d  h a t e  w h i l e  a t  t h e  same 

t i m e  t h e y  showed t h e i r  love .  T h i s  i s  n o t  c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  

f o r  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  h a t e  and l o v e  were d e f i n e d  i n  such a  

way t h a t  t h e y  were complementary w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  frame 

o f  r e f e r e n c e .  ~ e s i d e s  t h a t ,  t h i s  c o m b i n a t i o n  was a l s o  v e r y  

K i n g  had f o u n d  a  f o r m u l a  where h o s t i l i t y  c o u l d  be ex- 

p r e s s e d  q u i t e  ! e g i t T m a t e ! y  w h l ! e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  h e  up= 

r o o t e d  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t U r e  w i t h i n  wh ich  he was f o r c e d  t o  
&'- 

opera te .  Because i t  conveyed t h e  image o f  a  v e r y  n o b l e  

cause, K i n g ' s  r e s i s t a n c e  movement encouraged among i t s  b 
f o l l o w e r s  a  r e a d i n e s s  t o  b r i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s a c r i f i c e s .  9 J - 
I n  f a c t ,  s e l f - s u f f e r i n g  became a  v e r y  h i g h l y  r e g a r d e d  

v i r t u e :  n o t  o n l y  d i d  i t  show mora l  s u p e r i o r i t y ;  i t  a l s o  

h e l p e d  t o  improve t h e  d e p l o r a b l e  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  as t h e  A? 

Negro 's  a b i l i t y  t o  s u f f e r  was o f t e n  n o t  matched b y  t h e  



oppressors , .  a b i l i t y  o r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  i n f l i c t  s u f f e r i n g  

( I f  

own 

v i o l  

was 

o n l y  because t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  g u i l t  f e e l i n g s  o f  t h e i r  

s o c i a l  group became o p e r a t i o n a l ) .  

I n  pass ing  i t  m igh t  be ment ioned t h a t  K i n g ' s  non- 

en t  r e s i s t a n c e  movement had one advantage i n  t h a t  i t  

n o t  a lone.  H i s t o r y  was c l e a r l y  on i t s  s ide .  Not  o n l y  

had World War I 1  shown what t h e  l o g i c a l  consequences o f  

r a c i s m  can be; i t  a l s o  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  emeygence o f  indep-  

endent,  s e l f - e o n f i d e n t  and o f t e n  m i l i t a n t  A f r i c a n  s t a t e s ,  

whose people  had t h e  same fundamental  g r i evances  as 

America 's b lacks .  To e x p l o i t  and t o  degrade b l a c k s  ceased 

t o  be r e s p e c t a b l e  i n  t h e  g l o b a l  con tex t .  From K i n g ' s  

p o i n t  o f  view, t h e  s e l f - a s s e r t i o n  o f  A f r i c a  had t h e  add- 

i t i o n a l  advantage o f  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  same r a c e  o f  people.  

Thus t h e  r a p i d  h i s t o r i c a l  gevelopments o f  t h e  o u t s i d e  

w o r l d  he lped  t h e  American b l a c k s  t o  c r e a t e  a c o m p l e t e l y  

new, a s s e r t i v e ,  se l f - image  o f  themselves i n  which accom- 

o d a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o l d  s o c i a l  o rde r  became more and more 

d i f f i c u l t .  

Such s o c i a l  and c u l t u r a l  developments - o f t e n  o u t -  

s i d e  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  o t h e r w i s e  powerfu l  s o c i a l  groups - 
th rew t h e  we1 l e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i a l  h i e r a r c h y  indeed i n t o  A'. 

confus ion i n  much t h e  way Sche le r  had descr ibed .  Whi le  



I t r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y m  had  been mouthed as  an i d e a l  i f  n o t  as  a  

s o c i a l  goa l  o f  Amer ican s o c i e t y ,  i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n  was i n  

e v e r y  way d i scou raged .  The average Negro had l i t t l e  r e a s o n  

t o  comware h i s  s o c i a l  and human c o n d i t i o n  w i t h  t h a t  o f  h i s  

w h i t e  bosses. Wh i le  t h e r e  was o b v i o u s l y  enough h i e r a r -  

c h i c a l  s o f t n e s s  ( t h r o u g h  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  acknowledgment 

o f  " e q u a l i t y  f o r  a l l w  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  I t race ,  c r e d d  o r  c o l o r "  

wh ich  i n c i d e n t a l l y  i s  an  Amer ican p h r a s e )  t o  c r e a t e  

r e s s e n t i m e n t ,  t h e  s o c i a l  h i e r a r c h y  was f a r  t o o  f i r m  t o  

make s e r i o u s  compar isons,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  s o c i a l  a c t i o n ,  

r e a l i s t i c .  

T h i s  f e a t u r e  o f  Amer ica 's  h i e r a r c h i c a l  o r d e r  changed 

m a r k e d l y  t h r o u g h  Wor ld  War I I  deve lopments  and t h e  A f r i c a n  

s e l f - a s s e r t i o n  p r e v i c u s l y  ment ioned,  Now Negroes  w e r e  - en- 
* 

couraqed t o  compare themse lves  t o  t h e  r u l i n g  s o c i a l  group. 

K i n g  and o t h e r s  showed them how t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  such com- 

p a r i s o n s  c o u l d  be t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  s o c i a l  a c t i o n .  Thus a 

s o c i a l  movement was s e t  i'n m o t i o n  f o r  wh ich  t h e r e  was no 

t u r n i n g  back. The o l d  h i e r a r c h i c a l  o r d e r  was g r a d u a l l y  

c o l l a p s i n g .  

The emergent consc iousness  wh ich  r e a l i z e d  t h e  p r e -  

waiffog d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e  w h i t e  and b l a c k  s o c i a l  



! g roups  c o u l d  o n l y  i n c r e a s e  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  Now t h a t  compar i -  

sons w i t h  t h e  dominant  s o c i a l  g roup and t h e  h i e r a r c h i c a l  

o r d e r  i t  had c r e a t e d  became l e g i t i m a t e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  many 

Negroes n o t  o n l y  began t o  see how i n f e r i o r  t h e i r  s o c i a l  

and c u l t u r a l  s t a t u s  a c t u a l l y  was; t h e y  a l s o  must have been 

impressed by t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  i t  was i n  t h e i r  power t o  

change t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s .  No l o n g e r  wou ld  i t  be nec- 

e s s a r y  ' t o  l e t  one.se l f be k i c k e d  around because one was a  

b l a c k  person.  As a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  b l a c k n e s s  was g o i n g  t o  

be someth ing  t o  be p r o u d  o f .  The t r a n s v a l u a t i o n  o f  v a l u e s  

was g o i n g  t o  be m e r c i l e s s  as f a r  as  i t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  o l d  

o r d e r .  

However, as  became o b v i o u s  d u r i n g  t h e  1%0s, Negro 
4 1Ln;u 5 . r * * a A  ptL.0- 

r e s s e n t i m e n t  was t o o  d e e p  s e a t e d  t o  be r e s o l v e d  ( p o s i t i v e l y  
4- * 

o r  n e g a t i v e l y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  ~ c h e l e r )  b y  what b a s i c a l l y  was a  

1 r e f o r m  movement. Moreover ,  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  successes  - m a r g i n a l  

though t h e y  o f t e n  were - l e d  t o  h o s t i l i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  w h i t e  

power s t r u c t u r e  wh ich  m n i f e s t e d  i t s e l f  i n  o p p r e s s i v e  

a c t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h o s e  b l a c k s  who wanted more t h a n  

1 
Presumably  S c h e l e r  wou ld  have a rgued  as  f o l l o w s :  t h e  

w h i t e  power e l i t e ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  h i g h e r  v a l u e  o r d e r ,  i s  
a c t i n g  as i t  ough t  t o  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n f e r i o r  mob, f o r  o t h e r -  
w i s e  t h e  l a t t e r  w i l l  t r a n s v a l u a t e  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  t o  t h e i r  
own base l e v e l .  



T h i s  i n  t u r n ,  p roduced f a r  more m i l i t a n t  s o c i a l  

movements under  t h e  s l o g a n  "B lack  Power". E v e n t u a l l y  t h e  

B l a c k  Pan the r  P a r t y  emerged as t h e  b e s t  o r g a n i z e d  and most 

consp icuous b l a c k  s o c i a l  movement. The s t a g e s  o f  i t s  de- 

ve lopment  c o r r e s p o n d  f a i r l y  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  o u t l i n e  o f  

s o c i a l  movements g i v e n  above. a 

W i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i . o n  o f  t h e  B l a c k  P a n t h e r  P a r t y  t h e  

b l a c k  s o c i a l  movement has  reached t h e  phase o f  i n s t i t u t i o n -  

a l i z a t i o n  though  i t  may n o t  y e t  be a  mass movement. B u t  i t s  

l e a d e r s h i p  i s  we1 I s t r u c t u r e d ,  m o r a l e  i s  h i g h l y  developed,  

i t s  a g i t a t o r s  have done an e f f i c i e n t  job ,  and i t s  i d e o l o g y  

has  been worked o u t  i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e t a i l .  There a r e  o f  

c o u r s e  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  wh ich  t r y  t o  improve t h e  

l o t  o f  t h e  b l a c k  man. B u t  none o f  them have reached  t h e  

h i g h  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t a g e  o f  t h e  B l a c k  Power movement, esp- 

e c i a l  l y  as i t  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  B l a c k  Pan the r  P a r t y .  

I 
See: D a v i d  L. Lewis ,  King,; - a  c r i t i c a l  B i o g r a p h y  

[New York: Praeger ,  1970) .  

See; C o r e t t a  Ring,. MJ -- L i f e  w i t h  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ,  
Jr (New York: H o l t ,  R i n e h a r t  and Winston, 1969). ., 

'phi l i p  S. Foner,  ed., o n . c i t .  



THE VALUE ORDER OF THE BLACK MINORITY 

The s o c i a l  movement t h a t  i s  emerging among Amer i ca ' s  

b l a c k s  h a s  i t s  r o o t s  i n  t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  and t h e  subsequent  

r e s s e n t i m e n t  wh ich  t h e  b l a c k  man developed.  Out  o f  t h e s e  

developments e v o l v e d  t h e  approaches t h e  b l a c k  m i n o r i t y  i s  

t a k i n g  towards  t h e  t r a n s v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  

The A l i e n a t i o n  o f  t h e  B l a c k  Man. - The v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  - -- - 
t h e  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  t h e  Negroes h e l d  f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  c u l t u r e  a l i e n a t e d  them f r o m  t h e  l a t t e r s  v a l u e s ,  

mores and s o c i a l  r u l e s .  Negro c u l t u r e  produced i t s  own con- 

c e p t s  and i n t e r ~ r e t s t i o n s ,  i t  worked o u t  i t s  own gu ide-  

l i nes .  

However, t h e  v a l u e s  of t h e  dominant  s o c i a l  group were 

f o r  g e n e r a t i o n s  p r e s e n t e d  a5  l e g i t i m a t e  g o a l s  f o r  t h e  b l a c k  

m i n o r i t y  group. To " p v e  i t  madew t h e  Negro had t o  accep t  

u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  wh i te -Ang lo -Saxon-p ro tes tan t  

v a l u e  system. T h i s ,  t o  be sure ,  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  

J 
Negroes was an  u n a t t a i n a b l e  goa l .  B u t  f o r  " e l i t e "  

i t  was a  r e a l i s t i c  a s p i r a t i o n .  B y  a c c e p t i n g  and l i v i n g  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  WASP v a l u e  sys tem ( a s  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  h i m ) ,  

t h e  e l i t e  Negro c o u l d  come as  c l o s e  as he  c o u l d  hope t o  

g e t  t o  w h i t e - o r i e n t e d  " e q u a l i t y N  (because o f  h i s  immutably  



Here  we can  see some p a r a l l e l s  t o  S c h e l e r ,  S c h e l e r  
i 
! 

c l a i m e d  t h a t  b y  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  i n f e r i o r  b o u r g e o i s  v a l u e  

system, t h e  mob n o t  o n l y  hoped t o  r e a c h  t h e  same s o c i a l  

s t a t u s  a s  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e ;  i t  a l s o  a c c e p t e d  a s  v a l i d  t h e  

b o u r g e o i s  f a l s i f i c a t i o n  o f  va lues .  C o r r e s p o n d i n g l y ,  t h e  

B l a c k  Power a d v o c a t e  m i g h t  a rgue  t h a t  t h e  " e l i t e w  Negro  

n o t  o n l y  s t r i v e s  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  same sccia! and m a t e r i a l  

l e v e l  a s  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  w h i t e ;  he  a l s o  a c c e p t s  a s  v a l i d .  

t h e  w h i t e  b o u r g e o i s  v a l u e  system, w h i c h  f r o m  t h e  B l a c k  

Power n o i n t  o f  v i e w  i s  a n  i n v a l i d ,  e v i l  sys tem (more o n  

t h i s  a s p e c t  l a t e r ) .  , 

B u t  once h e  r e j e c t s  t h e  w h i t e  v a l u e  system, t h e  b l a c k  

man f e e l s  of  c o u r s e  a l i e n a t e d  f r o m  it. T h i s  a l i e n a t i o n  - 
4 

l a r g e l y  f o r c e d  o n  him, b u t  p a r t l y  a l s o  n o u r i s h e d  b y  h i m  - 
can p roduce  s t r o n g  r e s s e n t i m e n t  w i t h i n  h i m s e l f .  

A s p e c t s  - o f  B l a c k  Ressen t imen t ,  - S c h e l e r  c l a i m e d  

t h a t  r e s s e n t i m e n t  i s  a c o m D l e t e l y  n e g a t i v e  e m o t i o n  w h i c h  

i s  symptomat i c  o f  an  i n f e r i o r  v a l u e  o r i e n t a t i o n .  Because 

h e  was an  e l i t i s t ,  h e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  b e a r e r s  o f  l ower  

v a l u e s  s h o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  and ~ c c e ~ t  t h e i r  c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y  

lower  s t a t u s  which,  i n  t u r n ,  wou ld  make them c o n t e n t  and 



t h u s  a v o i d  t h e  emergence o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  

However, t h e  B l a c k  Power approach o b v i o u s l y  c o n t r a -  

d i c t s  S c h e l e r ' s  a n a l y s i s .  T h i s  approach goes a l o n g  w i t h  

S c h e l e r  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  t o o  e j e c t s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

v a l u e  o r d e r ,  t h u s  c r e a t i n g  r e s s e n t i m e n t  i n  t h e  * i n f e r i o r "  

group. B u t  i t s  m o t i v a t i o n s  a r e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  S c h e l e r l s  

a l l e g a t i o n s .  

The B l a c k  Power movement ooposes t h e  v a l u e  sys tem o f  

t h e  " s u p e r i o r "  g roup n o t  because i t  wants  t o  debase wnsble ' '  

va lues ,  whether  c o n s c i o u s f y  o r  u n c o n s c i o u s l y ,  o r  because 

i t  wants t o  b r i n g  s o c i e t y  down t o  t h e  l o w e s t  common denomi- 

n a t o r  a s  S c h e l e r  had c la imed .  I n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  S c h e l e r ,  i t s  

p roponen ts  do n o t  see i n  t h e  WASP s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  a  sup- 
\ 

e r i o r  mora l  v a l u e  syStem t h a t  t h e y  wou ld  l i k e  - b u t  can n o t  - 
have f o r  t h e m s e l v e s . ( I n  v iew  o f  t h e  way i n  wh ich  " i n t e g r a -  

t i o n "  has  bben made a r e s p e c t a b l e  goa l ,  t h e y  c o u l d  i n  t i m e  

a c h i d v e  most w h i t e  v a l u e s  w i t h  t h e i r  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  i m p l i -  

c a t i o n s )  . 
I n  f a c t ,  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  i s  t h e  case. F a r  f rom see- 

i n g  s u p e r i o r  m e r i t  i n  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s o c i a l  and mora l  v a l u e  

o r d e r ,  t h e  B l a c k  Power advoca te  sees e v i l ,  e x p l o i t a t i o n  
J 

and o p p r e s s i o n  c r e a t e d  by t h a t  system a l l  a round  him. He 



need n o t  deve lop new p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t h e o r i e s  t o  make h i s  

p o i n t .  He o n l y  has t o  poSnt t o  r e a l i t y ,  t o  h i s  d a i l y  l i f e  

exper ience,  t o  supp l y  p r o o f  f o r  h i s  c la ims.  
w' 

I t  f o l l o w s  l o g i c a l l y  t h a t  he n o t  o n l y  r e j e c t s  t h i s  

s o c i a l  system, b u t  t h a t  he a l s o  wants t o  r e p l a c e  i t  w i t h  a  
d' 

new va lue  order., To accep t  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  o rde r ,  as Scheler  

wants h im  t o  do i n  v iew o f  h i s  (B lack Power) %ob" s t a t u s ,  

amounts t o  a c c e p t i n g  a l l  t h e  m i s e r y  and s u f f e r i n g  t h a t  goes d 

w i t h  it. " A s s f m i l a t i o n "  - ' t h e  c h e r f s h e d  goa! o f  a l l  w e l l  

meaning l i b e r a l s  - i s  there i fo re  n o t h i n g  b u t  an i n s u l t  t o  d 

t h e  b lack  m i l i t a n t .  

Now i t  o b v i o u s l y  c o u l d  be argued - and argued v k r y  

c o n v i n c i n g l y ' -  t h a t  Sche le r  i s  n o t  q u i t e  r e l e v a n t  i n  t h i s  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  D i d n ' t  he r e j e c t  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  bour-  

geo i s  va lue  system, and i s n ' t  t h e  Negro who accepts ,  o r  

a s s i m i l a t e s  w i t h ,  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  s o c i a l  o r d e r  i n  f a c t  con- 

f o rm ing  t o  an i n f e r i 6 r  system acco rd ing  t o  Sche le r?  Doesn't  

t h a t  amount t o  n o t h i n g  e l s e  t han  t h e  b o u r g e o i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  

mob, and i s  i t  t h e r e f o r e  n o t  even more o b j e c t i o n a b l e  t han  

t h e  f a l s i f i e d  bourgeo is  va lue  o r d e r ?  

T h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  i s  o n l y  p a r t l y  c o r r e c t  i t  would seem. 

~ c c o r d i n g  t o  Scheler  one c o u l d  indeed argue t h a t  t h e  A m e r -  

i c a n  b lack  i s  r i g h t  i n  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  bourgeo is  



v a l u e  o r d e r  because i t  i s  a n  i n f e r i o r ,  f a l s i f i e d  and t h e r e -  

f o r e  base, # s o c i a l  system. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  two i n t e r j e c t i o n s  

wou ld  c l e a r l y  seem admissab le :  

15  The p r e v a i l i n g  s o c i a l  v a l u e  o r d e r  i n  Amer ica i s  

supposed ly  based on f f t r u e f i  C h r i s t i a n i t y .  I t  may have t h e  

m a t e r i a l i s t i c  o b s e s s i o n s  S c h e l e r  r e j e c t e d ;  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i n  

p r i n c i p l e ,  i t  a c c e p t s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e thos .  I f  i t  d i f f e r s  

from S c h e l e r  i n  i t s  a p p i i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  e t h o s ,  t h i s  may 

I 
be n o t h i n g  more s e r i o u s  t h a n  a  m a t t e r  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

2) A f a r  more s t r o n g e r  ~ o i n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  

t h a t  S c h e l e r  i s  n o t  q u i t e  a p p l i c a b l e  h e r e  i s  s i m p l y  t h i s :  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  S c h e l e r t s  way o f  a r g u i n g ,  t h e  Amer ican b l a c k  

wou ld  c l e a r l y  be a s o c i a l l y  i n f e r i o r  g roup - c o r r e s p o n d i n g  

t o  S c h e l e r ' s  mob - wh ich  t r i e s  t o  t r a n s v a l u a t e  t h e  e x i s t -  

i n g  s o c i a l  o r d e r - b y  p r e s e n t i n g  i t s  own i n f e r i o r  s o c i a l  and 

mora l  s t a t u s  as  v i r t u o u s ,  w h i l e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  b r i n g  down 

what under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a r e  s u p e r i o r  groups,  t o  i t s  

own base l e v e l  ( t h i s  v i d w  co r responds  t o  S c h e l e r ' s  a rgu -  

m e n t a t i o n ) .  

Not  o n l y  t h a t .  The b l a c k s  wou ld  a l s o  seem t o  do t h e  

v e r y  t h i n g  S c h e l e r  o b j e c t e d  t o  i n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  mob: t h e y  

c l a i m  t h a t  t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g  g i v e s  them a n o b i l i t y  wh ich  



makes them m o r a l l y  s u p e r i o r  t o  t h o s e  whom s o c i e t y  h a s  l e g i t -  

i m i z e d  a s  t h e  s o c i a l  n o b i l i t y .  

L i k e  S c h e l e r ' s  mob, t h e  Negro n o t  o n l y  n o u r i s h e s  

r e s s e n t i m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  f l s u p e r i o r w  s o c i a l  c l a s s .  He a l s o  

r e j e c t s  h i s  " a s s i m i  l a t  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  S c h e f e r ' s  

s h o u l d  g l a d l y  a c c e p t  h  

t o  use a  c o l l o q u f a l ,  h 

onw w i t h i n  t h i s  v a l u e  sys tem ( w h i c h  

r e a s o n i n g  he must n o t  do a s  he 

s  i n f e r i o r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s ) .  I n  s h o r t ,  

wants  o u t .  

Thus w h i l e  S c h e l e r l s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  b o u r g e o i s  ma te r -  

i a l i s m  makes t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  h i s  d o c t r i n e  o n l y  p a r t l y  

a p p l i c a b l e  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e ,  because b o u r g e o i s  m a t e r i a l i s m  

c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  w s u p e r i o r w  group, h i s  c l a i m s  a b o u t  

t r a n s v a l u a t i o n  and r e s s e n t i m e n t  wou ld  seem t o  have some 

r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n c e p t s  and a t t i t u d e s  o f  many 

A m i r i c a n  b l a c k s .  T%ese " r e  c l e a r l y  a  d i s s i d e n t  m i n o r i t y  

wh ich  r e f u s e s  t o  o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  s e t  up 

by t h e  m a j o r i t y .  

The r e s s e n t i m e n t - l a d e n  b l a c k  does n o t  want  t o  de- 

s t r o y  a  n o b l e  v a l u e  o r d e r .  He wants t o  r e p l a c e  a  s o c i a l  

system t h a t  b r o u g h t  l a r g e l y  m i s e r y  and h u m i l i a t i o n  t o  him, 

w i t h  a  s o c i a l  o r d e r  t h a t  g i v e s  h i m  d i g n i t y  and s e l f -  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  He s t r i v e s  t o w a r d s  fundamenta l  changes o f  

t h e  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h i n  wh ich  he must  l i v e  and work. 



Far' f r o m  b e i n g ' d e s t r u c t i v e  and n e g a t i v e ,  f o r  t h e  Negro 

r e s s e n t i m e n t  t h u s  becomes a  p o s i t i v e  s o c i a l  f o r c e .  
J 

*'MOB" AND ELITE ASPECTS OF SOCIAL REFORM 

The b l a c k  man's e x p e r i e n c e  wou ld  however s u g g e s t  t h a t  

S c h e l a r -  was a l s o  p a r t l y  r i g h t  i n  h i s  c l a i m s  a b o u t  s o c i a l  

r e f o r m .  B l a c k  - and o t h e r  - m i l i t a n t s  may i n  many cases 

r e j e c t  r e f o r m  s i m p l y  because i t  d e p r i v e s  them o f  t h e  mani-  
@ 

f e s t a t i o n s  o f  d i s c o n t e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words, c e r t a i n  s t a g e s  

of  s o c i a l  movements, i.e. a g i t a t i o n ,  s o c i a l  u n r e s t  o r  pop- 

u l a r  e x c i t e m e n t  a r e  l ooked  upon as p o s i t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e s  b y  

t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  B u t  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  of t h e  d e f -  

enders  of  t h e  s t a t u s  quo, t h e s e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of  mass be- 

h a v i o r  a r e  n e g a t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e r e f o r e  t h e y  have t o  be 

r e j e c t e d .  One way f o  decrease t h e  l i k e l  i h o o d  o f  t h e i r  oc- 

c u r r e n c e  i s  o f  c o u r s e  t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  r e f o r m s ,  wh ich  may 

b r i n g  a b o u t  j u s t  enough changes t o  d i s c o u r a g e  s o c i a l  u n r e s t .  
/ 

If  t h e  '@mob", i . e .  i n  t h i s  case t h e  Negroes, wou ld  

r e j e c t  r e f o r m  m e r e l y  f o r  t h e s e  reasons,  S c h e l e r ' s  i n t e r p r e t -  

a t i o n  w o u l d  seem t o  have some v a l i d i t y .  To r e j e c t  r e f o r m  

s o l e l y  because i t  d e p r i v e s  one o f  b a s i c a l l y  n e g a t i v e  be- 

h a v i o r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  i s ,  i t  may be argued, t an tamoun t  t o  

a c c G p t i n g  a n  i n f e r i o r  v a l u e  o rde r ,  S c h e l e r  was no doub t  a l s o  
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r i g h t  i n  a r g u i n g  t h a t  re fo rms  o n l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a p p e t i t e  

o f  t h e  tlmobe*. ( T h i s  has  been v a l i d a t e d  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  

demands b l a c k  l e a d e r s  have made a f t e r  t h e  r e f o r m s  f o r c e d  

on  t h e  s o c i a l  sys tem b y  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g ,  Jr., y i e l d e d  

some improvements i n  t h e  Negroes '  s t a t u s ) ,  

What S c h e l e r  does n o t  seem t o  g rasp  i s  t h a t  t h i s  as- 

p e c t  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  r e f o r m  can be - and i n  t h e  case 

o f  t h e  b i a c k s  a c t u a l l y  i s  - on!y m a r g i n a l .  W h i l e  t h e  ex- 4 

c i t a b l e  s t a g e s  o f  s o c i a l  movements may s u ~ p l y  t h e i r  members 

w i t h  e u p h o r i c  expe r iences ,  t h e i r  g o a l s  c l e a r l y  go much 

t h a t :  r e f o r m  has  been i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t -  

t h e  s t a t u s  quo. B u t  b o t h  t h e s e  concep ts  a r e  d 
i t h  e x p l o i t a t i o n  and o p p r e s s i o n  t o  most b l a c k s .  

Moreover,  r e f o r m  may g i v e  t h e  appearance o f  improve-  
4 

ment where i n  f a c t  t a k e s  p lace .  To be s u r e ,  changes 

may o c c u r ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  changes f o r  t h e  

b e t t e r .  By d u l l i n g  t h e  most b l a t a n t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  

opp ress ion ,  r e f o r m  can g i v e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  o p n r e s s i o n  

has  been e l i m i n a t e d .  T h i s ,  i n  t u r n ,  d e s t r o y s  t h e  ev idence  

wh ich  t h e  s o c i a l  movement needs i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  i t s  mess- 

a g e . a c r o s s  and t o  f u n c t i o n  p r o p e r l y .  

Where e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  o p p r e s s i o n  and o t h e r  n e g a t i v e  

deeper  t h a n  

a b i l i t y  and 

i d e n t i c a l  w 



f e a t u r e s  o f  an i n f e r i o r  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  a r e  n o t  c l e a r l y  v i s -  

i b l e ,  t h e  i l l u s i o n  can e a s i l y  be c r e a t e d  t h a t  t h e y  don ' t  

e x i s t .  The a g i t a t o r  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  movement t h u s  f i n d s  i t  

f a r  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  g a i n  - and t o  keep - adherents ,  

which i n  t u r n  w i l l  a f f e c t  t h e  t a c t i c s  he wants t o  pursue. 

If re fo rms  a re  s k i l l f u l l y  per formed t h e y  may even d e p r i v e  

a s o c i a l  movement o f  i t s  r a i s o n  d ' e t r e  and t h u s  leave t h e  

problems i t  seeks t o  e r a d i c a t e  i n  f a c t  unat tended. From 

t h e  B lack  P o l ~ e r  p o i n t  of view, r e f o r m  can t h e r e f o r e  be 

worse t h a n  t h e  o b v i o u s l y  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  s t a t u s  quo w i t h  

a l l  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  oppress ion  and 

o t h e r  s o c i a l  e v i l s ,  f o r  these  encourage m i l i t a n t  s o c i a l  

a c t  ion. 

Regarding t h e  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  America's e l i t e  

v i s - 2 - v i s  t h e  b l a c k  i i n o r i t y ,  Sche le r  would seem t o  have 

drawn a  v a l i d  c o n c l u s i o n  w i t h  h i s  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e  

n n o b i l i t y N  faces  a  r e a l  dilemma once ressen t imen t  r e s u l t s  

i n  "mob a c t i o n w .  For  p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  i s  t h e  dilemma t h e  

l e a d i n g  power groups i n  America a r e  f a c i n g  today. 

I f  they  t r y  t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  

i t s  s o c i a l  u n r e s t  among t h e  b lacks ,  t h e y  i n e v i t a b l y  

s t reng then  ressen t imen t  and t h u s  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  more 

d r a s t i c  s o c i a l  a c t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  s o c i a l  h i e r a r c h y  has 



p r o v e d  t o  be v u l n e r a b l e .  A l so ,  many members o f  t h e  upper  

s o c i a l  s t r a t a  may f e e l  t h a t  t h e  b l a c k s  a l r e a d y  have t o o  

much power and p r i v i l e g e s ,  t h u s  t h e  stabilization o f  t h e  

s t a t u s  quo i s  c l e a r l y  u n d e s i r a b l e  a s  f a r  a s  t h i s  sub- 

group o f  t h e  s o c i a l  e l i t e  i s  concerned. 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  p a s t  

wou ld  be even more d i s a s t r u o u s  s i n c e  t h e  b l a c k  s o c i a l  move- 

I t  i s  we1 l o rgan ized ,  c o n f i d e n t  and i d e o l o Q i c a 1  l y  we1 I 

versed. A t u r n i n g  back o f  t h e  c l o c k  wou ld  t r i g g e r  o f f  a  

v i o l e n t  r e a c t i o n  among i t s  adherents .  

L a s t l y ,  e v e r  more generous r e f o r m s  a r e  a l s o  n o t  t h e  

answer f o r  t h e  s o c i a l  e l i t e  and power h o l d e r s ;  such a  c o u r s e  

o f  a c t i o n  would, as  we have noted,  o n l y  i n c r e a s e  t h e  appe t -  

i t e  o f  t h e  nmobfl*and t h e r e f o r e  h a s t e n  t h e  day when i t  has  

a c h i e v e d  i t s  goa ls .  Whichever Cay t h e  s o c i a l  e l i t e  g roups  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  " k e e p i n g  t h e  b l a c k s  i n  t h e i r  p l a c e w  a r e  l ook -  

i n g ,  t h e y  see a  b l e a k  p i c t u r e  indeed.  

CAUSES AND SOLUTIONS OF RESSENTIMENT I N  THE BLACK MINORITY 

S i n c e  S c h e l e r ' s  " o b j e c t i v e  v a l u e  o r d e r u  i s  based 

e n t i r e l y  on h i s  p e r s o n a l ,  s u b j e c t i v e ,  i n t u i t i o n ,  i t  has  



e x t r e m e l y  v u l n e r a b l e  f o u n d a t i o n s .  P roo f  t h a t  c o u l d  be gen- 

e r a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  h i s  c o n t e n t i o n s ,  i s  neve r  g i v e n  b y  

Sche le r .  One e i t h e r  a c c e p t s  h i s  i n t u i t i o n  o r  one i s  wrong 

( t h i s  a b o u t  sums UP h i s  w p r o o f " ) .  Among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h i s  

a l s o  i m p l i e s  t h a t  one i n t e r p r e t s  C h r i s t i a n i t y  e x a c t l y  a s  

h e  does. O b v i o u s l y  many t h e o l o g i a n s  wou ld  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s  

t y p e  o f  r e l  i g i o u s  a r r o g a n c e  by  a  layman. 

Since @ - h n f ~ " ~  VLl  I L a L I 'Iimmutab!ew v a l u e  o r d e r  w i t h  t h e  

r e s s e n t i m e n t  i t  can s u b s e q u e n t l y  cause, i s  based i n  i t s  

e n t i r e t y  on h i s  " i n t u i t i o n g t ,  he  never  o f f e r s  an exp lan -  

a t i o n  t h a t  wou ld  enab le  l e s s e r  m o r t a l s  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  i n -  

t u i t i v e  p r o c e s s  i n  a  m e a n i n g f u l  manner. The b e s t  he  can 

o f f e r  i s  the demand t h a t  one a c c e p t  t h i s  v a l u e  o r d e r  i n  

t h e o r y  a s  w e l l  as i n  p r a c t i c e .  Excep t  f o r  h i s  s u b j e c t i v e  

+ 

i n t u i t i o n ,  i t  i s  never  made q u i t e  c l e a r  why one o u g h t  t o  

do so. Any p e r s o n  - r e g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  - 
who con fo rms  t o  S c h e l e r ' s  v a l u e  o r d e r  has presumably  a t  

l e a s t  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  l e a d i n g  a mora l  l i f e  i f  n o t  

much e lse ,  I f  he  has  t h e  r i g h t  i n t u i t i o n  he  w i l  I do 

so anyway ( a l t h o u g h  S c h e l e r  d i d n ' t ]  - i f  he does n o t  

have t h i s  u n e x p l a i n a b l e  mora l  q u a l i t y ,  he  w i l l  have t h e  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  mora l  overcoming as long as  he conforms 



t o  S c h e l e r f s  immutable v a l u e  o r d e r .  

The f a c t  t h a t  S c h e l e r ' s  f i r s t  p remise  i s  e x t r e m e l y  

weak s h o u l d  n o t  b l i n d  us  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  he p roduced  some 

v a l i d  arguments l a t e r  on, B u t  s i n c e  h i s  whole t h e o r y  i s  so 

r i g i d  and one-s ided,  he i s  doomed t o  p roduce a  number o f  

c l a i m s  t h a t  a r e  o n l y  p a r t l y  v a l i d ,  o r  t r u e  o n l y  i n  a  v e r y  

l i m i t e d  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t .  H i s  " u n i v e r s a l n  t r u t h s  and gen- 

e r a l i z a t i o n s  c o u i d  n o t  s u r v i v e  even a  s u p e r f i c i a i  i o g i c a i  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  The b e s t  t h a t  can be s a i d  o f  them i s  t h a t  

t h e y  a r e  o f  v e r y  l i m i t e d  v a l u e  and t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  make 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  sense o n l y  t o  t h o s e  who u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  

sha re  S c h e l e r t s  b i a s e s  and dogmat ic  v iews. B u t  such p e o p l e  

wou ld  seem t o  be  v e r y  r a r e .  

I m p l i c i t  i n  S c h e l e r f s  a t t i t u d e s  i s  a  t o t a l  n e g l e c t  
e 

o f  s e v e r a l  r e l a t e d  mora l  i ssues .  N o t i o n s  such a s  s o c i a l  

j u s t i c e ,  o p p r e s s i o n  o r  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  neve r  seem 

t o  e n t e r  i n t o  h i s  d i a l o g u e ,  Yet - as  n o t e d  - t h e y  a r e  ex- 

t r e m e l y  i m p o r t a n t  components o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t  o r  i t s  

causes and i p s o  f a c t o  o f  t h e  v a l u e  o r d e r  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  

r e s s e n t i m e n t .  To i g n o r e  t h e s e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  p rob lem i s  t o  

i g n o r e  t h e  m o r a l i t y  of any v a l u e  o r d e r  a s  w e l l  as t h e  

f u n c t i o n s  and causes o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t ,  I t  i s  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

v a l u e  o r d e r  i n  any g i v e n  s o c i e t y  t h a t  .causes r e s s e n t i m e n t  



and i t  i s  r e s s e n t i m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h i s  v a l u e  o r d e r  t h a t  b r i n g s  

abou t  an improvement. W i t h o u t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  

v a l u e  o r d e r  i n  America, t h e  b l a c k s  wou ld  n o t  d e v e l o p  

r e s s e n t i m e n t ;  w i t h o u t  r e s s e n t i m e n t  t h e y  wou ld  n o t  be  a c t -  

i v e l y  engaged i n  w o r k i n g  f o r  a  new - f o r  them: b e t t e r  - 
v a l u e  system. 

Wh i le  S c h e l e r  made some v a l i d  p o i n t s  abou t  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  ressen t i rnen t ,  h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  i t s  causes wouid seem 

t o  he e n t i r e l y  inadequate .  Nowhere can t h i s  be b e t t e r  seen 

t h a n  i n  t h e  case o f  Amer i ca ' s  b l a c k s  whose r e s s e n t i m e n t  

has  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  causes  t h a n  i t  ough t  t o  have a c c o r d i n g  

t o  Sche ler .  

S c h e l e r  a rgues  t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n - b a s e d  v a l u e  h i e r -  

a r c h y  i s  n o t  o h l y  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  N c o r r e c t n  s o c i a l  

o r d e r ;  i t  a l s o  i s  a t  t h e  end of t h e  s o l u t i o n  when t h e  f a l -  

s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  c r e a t e d  r e s s e n t i m e n t .  Again,  

l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  p r o o f  i s  s u p w l i e d  f o r  t h i s  c l a i m .  no genera 

The o n l y  

p remi  sses 

l o g i c  i n  i t  i s  t h a t  if one a c c e p t s  S c h e l e r t s  

( i . e .  h i s  v a l u e  h i e r a r c h y )  one l o g i c a l l y  has  t o  

conc lude  t h a t  i t s  f a l s i f i c a t i o n  can o n l y  be r e c t i f i e d  by  

i t s . r e n e w e d  acceptance.  Wh i le  t h i s  h a r d l y  p r o v e s  a n y t h i n g ,  

S c h e l e r  c o u l d  n o t  have s a i d  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  u n l e s s  he  wanted 
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t o  be i r r a t i o n a l  t o  t h e  extreme. B u t  t h i s  i s  a  q u e s t i o n -  

b e g g i n g  f o r m  o f  argument and t h u s  o f  no v a l i d i t y .  

S c h e l e r  a d m i t s  t h a t  r e s s e n t i m e n t  can be g o t t e n  r i d  

. o f  b y  a c t i n g  o u t  one 's  h o s t i l i t y  (wh ich  i n  many ways i s  
f 
! what t h e  B l a c k  Power advoca tes  a r e  d o i n g ) .  B u t  i n  t h i s  

a c t i n g - o u t  p r o c e s s  be sees o n l y  a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  immutable 

v a l u e  o r d e r ,  t h e r e f o r e  he  r e j e c t s  i t  as a  l e g i t i m a t e  s o l -  

u t i o n  t o  t h e  prsS!em. The e ! i m i n a t i o n  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t  

has  i n  such a  case been b r o u g h t  about  b y  a  f a l s i f i c a t i o n  

of e t e r n a l  v a l u e s  which,  as  f a s  as  S c h e l e r  i s  concerned,  

amounts t o  a  worsen ing  o f  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  m o r a l  o r d e r .  

B u t ,  as  shown, t h e  d e p r i v e d  r a c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s  need 

t h i s  a c t i n g - o u t  r e s s e n t i m e n t  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  a  more 

d i g n i f i e d ,  humane, l i f e .  I t  i s  on1 y when t h e y  keep 

r e s s e n t i m e n t  b o t t l e d  up i n s i d e  t h a t  t h e i r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  w- 
l 

and o p p r e s s i o n  c o n t i n u e s  unabated. To them r e s s e n t i m e n t  

i s  n o t h i n g  e l s e  b u t  t h e  motor  o f  h i s t o r y  t h a t  c a r r i e s  them 

towards  a b e t t e r  l i f e .  

A t  t h e  end o f  t h e  r o a d  t h e y  see  a  s o c i a l  sys tem i n  

wh ich  s o c i a l  r e s s e n t i m e n t  w i l l  be an unknown exper ience ,  

t a l k e d  about  o n l y  b y  t h o s e  e l d e r s  who remember i t  a s  a  

m o t i v a t i n g  f o r c e  i n  t h e i r  s t r u g q l e s  f o  a new v a l u e  o r d e r .  

I t  i s  t h i s  q u a l i t y  o f  r e s s e n t i m e n t  t h a t  S c h e l e r  o b v i o u s l y  



was unable t o  grasp .  
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