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This  t h e s i s  is an  a t t c rnp t  t o  p l a c e  t.he Cuban Revolt i t ion 

bf 1959 i n  i r s  h i s t o r i c a l  pe rspec t i -ve .  The t h e s i s  a t t e m p t s  

a n  undesc tand i n z  of why t h e  Cubm F.-.volu t i o n  o c c u r r e d ,  and 

what r c l e  the United S t a  t.es had j.n its occur rence .  P s  t h e  

t i t l e  s u g g e s t s ,  t h e  h y p o t l ~ c s i s  is t h a t  t h e  Cuba1 Kevolu t i o n  

was, i n  l a r g e  p a r t ,  a n a t i o n a l i s t  r e s p o n s e  prompted by 

American economic and p o l i t i c a l  i n f  lucnce  i n  Cuba. In  abd i t i -on ,  

t h e  t h e s i s  t e s t s  a number o f  hy?o t h e s e s  011 underdevelopment,  

advariced by P. Baran and A.G. Fre.nk, by eximining t h e  

e m p i r i c a l  d a t a  f o r  Cuba. 

I r e l i e d  f o r  d a t a  n ~ a i ~ l y  on 3 i g l i s h  languclge p b b l i c a -  

t i o n s  b u t ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  3: maade a Z G U ~  week t r i p  t o  Cuba in 

1967 which was u s e f u l  i n  p r o v i d i x g  s o m  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  hoi,7 

t h e  Cubans, themselves,  viewed t5e Revolut ion c?r?c' jn  r e -  

s e a r c h i n g  some pr imary s o u r c e s ,  k'i-i,?lly, 1 con;ulted a 

s m a l l  number of Spanish l a n g u z ~ e  w r l r s .  

An e x a n i n a t i o n  o f  Chbc=n h i s  t o r y  f r o m  settlement i n  

1510 shows t h a t  Cxba was a t y p i c a l  of Lzt in  America. Eev t lop-  

merit i n  Cuba d i d  not  r e a l l y  blossom u n t i l  t h e  second half of 

t h e  181-h c e a t u r y .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  19 th  c c n t u r y ,  when n:ajnlcnd 



- i v -  

L a t i n  America was f i  g h t i ~ g  f o r  ind epcndence, Oiba m s  

undergoiug a p e r i o d  o f  unprecedcnt:ed p r o s p e r i t y .  This 

combined w i t h  tile f e a r  of a s l a v e  r w o l t  cnsmed Cuhan loyalty 

t o  t h e  Spanish crowfi. 

When t h e  Cuban independence s t r u g g l e  d i d  b r e a k  o u t  

i t  c o n t a i n e d  e lements  c f  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  n o t  p r e s e n t  

i n  t h e  mainland wars ,  Blacks,  working c l a s s  w h i t e s  and 

some s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  1a rAlords  jo ined  f o r c e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

S p a ~ l i s h  and t h e i r  suppor tcrs on t h e  i s  l and ,  p a r t i c u l a r  17 

t h e  P e n i n s u l a r e s  and t h e  sugar  p roducers .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  United Sta tes  had, d u r i n g  tile 19 th  

c c n t u r y ,  begun i t s  economic p e n c t r n t i o l i  c",brond. Ey t h e  

o u t b r e a k  of  t h e  War of  Independence t h e  United S t ; ~ t e s  hhad 

i n v ~ s t e d  $50,000,000 i n  Cuba. E q o r t s  t o  Cuba ammnted t o  

some $27,000,000 a y e a r .  Th i s  i n t e r e s  i; s t i ~ m ~ l n t e d  United 

S t s t e s  ' in te rve i l t io i l  i n  t h e  war, w!lich n1my Cubans f e l t  

a b c r  ted  v l c  t o r y .  

Gro:ith of Urlited S t a t e s  ' investment and t r a d e  i n  t h e  

20th c e n t u r y  went h a d  i n  hand w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  over  



Cuba. In 1933 the  Americans were instrumei~tal .  i n  over-  

throwing Grau san I f a r t i n ' s  r a d i c a l  n a t i o n a l i s t  government. 

A f t e r  1933, whi le  Amxicam c o n t r o l  r7ss l e s s  g l a r ing ,  t he  

United S t a t e s  con tirwed t o  e x e r c i s e  cons iderable  p o l i t i -  

c a l  i n f luence  u n t i l  1959. 

The consequence of United S t a t e s  ' economic i n v e s t  - 
ment was t o  stimicllzrte and pe rpe tua t e  t he  sugar  monoculture. 

The Cuban ecoiior~ly s tagnated ,  l i t e r a c y  r a t e s  f e l l  and the re  

w a s  a n e t  expa r t  of c a p i t a l  t o  the United S t a t e s .  

United S t a t e s '  ecenomic d c n i n a t i o n p r c v e n t e d  the  \.A 
\\ 

emergence cf a n a t i o n a l  bourgeois ie  o r  a  n a t i o n a l  l andom-  ' 
i 

ing  c l a s s .  Cuban p o l i t i c a l  i n s  t i t u  t i c n s  were corisequently 

wenlc, The sugar  u o n c c ~ ~ l t u r c  a id  lack  of  a l t e r n a t i v e  

d eve l .opn~nt  r e s u l t e d  i n  a high degree of unernployneilt-. 

The Cuban Co~munis t  Party,  a c t l v e  s i n c e  the  e a r l y  1920f s ,  

had cons ide rab le  s u p p ~ r  t among the  working c  l a s s .  

In these  circuinstances Cnstro ' s  .guzri!.la army was 

a b l e  t o  a c t  as a c a t a l y s t  f o r  C u b m  d i scon ten t .  Cuban 



underdevelopment had n o t  o n l y  shown t h a t  t h e  ' c a  p ~ t a l i s t !  

method of  development was i n a d e q u a t e  b u t  had a l s o  p r o -  

duced a g e n e r a l  h o s t i l i t y  t o  United S t a t e s '  c o n t r o l  and 

l a r g e  s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  rural and urban  p o p u l a t i o n  - much 

of  t h e  working c l a s s ,  soue of t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  t h e  

r u r a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  and t h e  p e a s a n t r y  - who would back 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s o c i a l  change.  



TABLE OF ....... CONTENTS . .- 

1 %  I n t r o d u c t i o n  

I1 . Ear ly  D~velopnleri ts  i n  Cubs 

Tne Cocqucst ..... 
Economic Devc lopx?n t s  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  artd 19  th C e n t u r i e s  ..... 
The Uni ted  Sta!en and  Cuba ..... 

R a t t l c  f a r  Independence ..... 
U n l t c d  S t e t e s  P o l i c y  and Cuban Independence .. O n .  

..... 1 % ~  Trir?m;~h of t h e  % g a r  ;hZcmocultu~:e 

..... The l?evelopri!cnt of the Cuban Workfng C l a s s  

Jose  Mer'ii ..... 
The Vc!lrgl~ni:d ParLy ..... 

. . . . .  Thz I7ar of Indcpendeixe  

..... H r ; ~ ! a n i s m  or 1nperi;ll i s m ?  

..... Consequences of I n t e r v e n t i o n  

i .  . The C ~ N S I ~  S t r u c t u r e  

h . W o r k i ~ ~ g  C l r 5 5 s  Orga l i i za t ion  L i d  Ideo logy  



V . The Aborted Revolu t ion  . A S u m s r y  Overview 

a . The United S t a t e s  a a d  Machado 

b . 1933.1934 . Mediat ion.  Revolu t ion .  R e a c t i o n  

v V I  . B z t i s t a  i n  Power 

a . The Uni ted S t a t e s  

b . Froin R e p r e s s i o n  t o  Reform 

c . The Cuban Conuriunists 

V I I  . The A u t e n t j c o s  i n  F m c r  

~ V I I I  . The Eve of Revolu t ion :  A Socio-Econonic overview 
\ 

L I X  . Conclus ion  



- ix- 

LIST OF TABLES 

I. KATXONAL ANIJ P E R  CAPITA INCOME n\r C U M ,  1903-1954 . , . . . . . . . . . , , . 
11. SELECTED TTEIsLS 'Di THE C U W  M W C E  OF PAYMENTS, . .', , , , , . , , , . . , 

19 29 5-1949 

111. CU3AN EZ'OP.TS AND D P O R T S  ..,.........,. 
IV. CUGAFLT EXPORTS, 1ID'ORTS AXD NA.TIOt?h!hs INCOTG, .,..,c,..,.,,. 

1903-1949 



The acknowledgeinents f a l l  n a t u r a l l y  i n t o  two 
p a r t s .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t h e r e  a r e  t h o s e  t o  whom 
I a m  s p e c i f i c a l l y  indeb ted ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  Nathan 
Popkin who helped me i n  deve lop ing  t h e  major hypo- 
t h e s i s ,  and t o  Kathl-een A b e r l e  whose c r i t i c i s m  and 
encouragement throughout  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
t h e s i s  ensured n o t  o n l y  a n  irnprovcment of t h e  con-  
t e n t  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  t h e s i s  was e v e n t u a l i y  com- 
p l e t e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n  I should mention t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  
g i v e n  t o  me by Sharon Vance. Her c o n s t r u c t i v e  c r i -  
t i c i s m  and d e x t e r i t y  at  t h e  t y p e w r i t e r  prevented 
t h e  t h c s i s  from p a r a l y s i n g  i t s  w r i t e r .  

Secondly I would l i k e  t o  ac'xnotrledge t h e  
P. S. A. Department which provided a n  environment,  
r a r e  i n  t h e  modern m u l t i v e r s i  t y ,  i n  which w i i t i n g  
a t h e s i s  was a worthwhi le  and e d u c a t i o n a l  p u r s a i t ,  
Thc. Department has  shown t o  i t s  s t u d e n t s  w h ~ t  i t  
mecns t o  s e a r c h  f o r  t r u t h ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  academic i n -  
t e g s i  t y  and t o  pursue  s o l u t i o n s  t o  p r e s s i n g  s o c i a l  
i s s u e s .  At a t ime t h e n  s o c i a l  s c j c n c e  i s  c o n t i n -  
u o u s l y  r e t r e a t i n g  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  r e e l i t y ,  i t  i s  2 
h e a l t h y  s i g n .  

The P . S . A .  Department has shown what c~ " c r i -  
t i c 3 1  unive) :s i ty l '  should be .  I n  p r a c t i c e  i t  has  
provided i n s i g h t  ;nd s t i m l a t i o n  t o  i t s  s t u d e n t s  
and f a c u l t y ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  c o n s t z n t  k,arassment by t h z  
u n i v e r s i t y  a d m i n i s t r a t i o r .  and by o t h c r  f a c u l t y  mem- 
b e r s .  There have of  c o u r s e  been t h o s e  who d e s c r t e d  
and t h o s e  who, l o s i n g  t h e  argumellt, c r i e d  f o u l ,  b u t  
t o  t h o s e  who s t a y e d  and made e d u c a t i o n  i n  a t  l e a s t  
one North AmerScan dcpartment r e l e v a n t ,  t h e  w r i t e r  
owes a  v a s t  d e b t ,  It i s  a d e b t  wl>icli P.S,R. s t u -  
d e n t s  w i l l  pay by t r a n s l a t i n g  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e  r e -  
s u l t s  o f  our  s t u d i e s ,  

Mar t i n  Eoney. 
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DEDICATION: 

t o  t h e  P.S.A. Department, f a c u l t y  and s t u d e n t s ,  

"The more r e a c t i o n a r y  a r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  t h e  
more obvioxs  it. becomes t h a t  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  
o v e r  which i t  p r e s i d e s  h a s  tu rned  i n t o  a n  i m -  
p e d i m m t  t o  huxan l i b e r a t i o n ,  t h e  more i s  i t s  
i d e o l o g y  t a k e n  over  by a n t i - i n t e l l e c  t u a l i s n 9  
i r r a t i o n a l i s m ,  and s u p e r s t i t i o n ,  And by t h e  
same token,  t h e  more d i f f i c u l t  i t  becomes f o r  

. t h e  i n t e l - l e c t u ~ l  t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  s o c i z l  p r e s -  
s u r  es brought  upon him, t o  avo id  sui:r ender i n g  
t o  t h e  r u l i n g  ideo logy  an3 succumbing t o  t h e  
i n t e l l e c t  workers ' comfor tab le  and l c c r a t i v e  
conformi ty .  Ur~der such c o n d i t i o i l s  i t  b e c o m s  
a rnzitter c f  supreme importance and urgeilcy t o  
i n s i s t  on t h e  fu f ic t jon  a d  t o  s t r e s s  t h e  com- 
mitment o f  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  For i t  i s  under 
such  c o ~ d i t . i c n s  t h a t  i t  fa l -1s  t o  hi..; l o t ,  b ~ t h  
a s  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and as a p r i v i l e c e ,  t n  nave 
from e x t i n c  t i o n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  huniar~ i s m l  r e a -  
son,  and p r o g r e s s  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  o u r  n o s t  
v a l u a b l e  i n h e r i t a n c e  from the  e n t i r e  h i s  t o r y  
c;f mankind . ': 



INTRODUCT I C N  --- --.- 

The major t h e s i s  of t h i s  d i s s e r t a t . i o n  will .  be t h a t  

. t h e  Cuban Revolu t ion  of 19.59 can  be s e e n  as t i le outgrowth 

of Cuban c a t i o n a l i s m ,  There  i s  a d i r e c t  l i n k  through t l ~ e  

19 t h  c e n t u r y  Var s  of Independence and t h e  u n s u c c e s c f u l  

revelation of  1933, t o  t h e  band of ' ~ a r b u d o s '  vho took 

power i n  1959. Th is  l i n k  i s  s e e n  w i t h  g r e s t e r  c l a r i t y  

by t h e  Cubsns t h a n  by many w e s t e r n  academics ,  I n  1962, 

i n  a speech  d e d i c a t e d  t o  Antonio  Macco, t h e  famous 1 9 t h  

c e n t u r y  f i g h t e r ,  Armxndo Hart, former g u e r i l l a  and now 

a member of t h e  C e n t r a l  Committee of t h e  Cuban Cormln i s t  

P a r t y ,  saj-d, "The g r e a t n e s s  and p r o f u n d i t y  of our  r e v o l u -  

t i o n a r y  movement today d e r i v n s  from a s e r i e s  o f  h i s t o r i -  

c a l  s i t . u s t i o i > s  which a r e  tc be found i n  great: p a r t '  i n  

t h e  c l i a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  f o r  independence and i n  

t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  n a t i o n a l  fo rmat ion  iil our  coui l t ry .  "1 

Nat iona l i sm i s  c l e x l y  n o t  an i s o l a t e d  f a c t o r ,  It 

c a n  o n l y  be unders tood  a g a j n s  t t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  developmenf 

o f  a s p e c i f i c  s e t  of s o c i a l  and economic r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

O r  a s  Georgc Plckhanov argued,  "The h i s t o r y  o f  i d c o l o g i e s  

i s  t o  a l a r g e  e x t e n t  t o  be exp la ined  by t h e  r i s e ,  m o d i f i -  

c a t ' o n  and brea!iJom of a s s o c i a t i o n  of idchas under  t h e  



i n f luence  of the  r i s e ,  modi f ica t ion  ant1 breakdow of d e f f n i t e  

combinations of s o c i a l  fo rces .  "2 

The second b u t  i n t e g r a l l y  re la ted t h e s i s  w i l l  be  t h a t  

t h e  attempted r e v o l u t i o n  of 1933 and the  Re\-olution of 1.959 

were a r e a c t i o n  t o  t he  economic i n s e c u r i t y  znd under l y ing  

s t a g n a t i o n  which r e s u l t e d  from the  economic s t r u c t u r e  ; 2 

s t r u c t u r e  which the  United S t a t e s  of America, i n  l a r g e  

measure, c r ea t ed  arid supported.  In ana lys ing  the  Cuban 

eccnomy we . t r i l l  a t t empt  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  and u t i l i z e  sone 

of t h e  hypot l~eses  of A.G. Frank, P. Baran 2nd H. Magdofl: 

on imper i s l i sn ,  development end underdevelopnent . 

The f i r s t  i s s u e  t o  be consjdereil i s  what assessment ve  

can make of t h e  c o l o n i a l  s i t u a t i o n  and the  i n p e r i a l i s t  

s i t u a t i o n .  The bas?'.c p o i n t  i s  tha t  co lon ia l i sm or iinperi21.- 

ism is  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  of domination f o r  t he  purpose of 

economic e x p l o i t e t i o n .  "The agcncies  of t he  c o l o n i a l  power 

regard t h e  colony i t s e l f  a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  2 produc t ive  source 

of wealt5. ' :3 We w i l l  see i n  the  course  of t h i s  paper some 

of the  techniques used t o  ga in  t h i s  weal th.  This i s  n o t  

t he  m t i r e  s t o r y ,  for  t h e  r e l a t i u n s f ~ i p s  s r e  n o t  simple. 

In order  t o  m3iilt:ctin imper in l i sn  3s a  world sysfer,;; c e r t a i n  



coui l t r ies  may '36 r e t a incd  f o r  t h e i r  s t r a t e g i c  or  p o l i t i c a l  

importance - a modern example i s  Vietnam. Countr ies  may t e  

r e t a i n e d  when they  have passed t h e  p o i n t  of p r o f i t a b i l i t y  

because i t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  thei-r r e l e a s e  would j e ~ p a r d j s e  t he  

r e t e a t i o n  of o the r  c o u n t r i e s  . 

Colonialism, neo -co lonia i i sm and imper ia l isrn have t h e  

same objective-economic e x p l o i t a t i o n .  Which method i s  used 

w i l l  depend upon h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t o r s  and what i s  deemed t o  

be most effective. As Gallagher and Robinsoi~ p o i n t  ou t  i n  

The Im-~)rr la l ism of F r e e  Trade the  type of r e l a t i o n s  main- -.&. -..---- ----*---.- 

t a ined  1.ri.tIi.i.n an  i m p e r i a l i s t  system w i l l  depend on what 

i s  demanded by local.  cond i t i o n s .  R e f  e r r i n g  t o  B r i t i s h  

p o l i c y  i n  t he  mid -19 t h  century ,  they observe "the usuC+l 

summing up. of t h e  p o l i c y  of the  f r e e  t r a d e  empire a s  ' t r a d e  

n o t  r u l e '  should read ' t r a d e  with informal c o n t r o l  i f  pos- 

s i b l e ,  t r a d e  ~ ~ i t h  r u l e  when necessary t ."4 In  Cxba we can 

s e e  different s u p e r s t r u c t u r e s  of i inperihl r u l e  f r o n  the  

e a r l y  days of ~ c t u a l  Au~erican occupat ion through t h e  1934 

a b o l i t i o n  of i-he F l a t  t Amendment with or^ t observing any s  i g  -- 

n i f i c a n t  change i n  Awerica's bas i c  a i n  of econo!nic e x p l o i t ~ -  

t ion .  

The e x t e n t  of American inpe r i a l i sm i s  a o t  o f f i c i a l l y  



ad~nitt.ecl, 3 r d  y e t  t o  e x m i n e  U~l i ted  S t a t c s  ' r e l a t i o n s  wl th  

La t in  Anerica i s  t o  esan:inc the  a t t e n p t s  of t he  United 

S t a t e s  t o  main ta in  i t s  econo~iic  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t he  hemis,)hc-re. 

The Ifonroe Dact r ine  of 1823 was n o t  a  move i n  favour of 

L a t i n  American independence. It was intended t o  i n d i c s t e  

t o  t he  European powers t h a t  Lati.n America vas an Aner ics :~  

sphere  of in f luence .5  111 1846 the United S t a t e s  gaTre s 

ve ry  c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  of i t s  regard f o r  La t in  American i n -  

dependence, As a r e s u l t  of wnr with Mexico, the  a r e a  

which now i.nc lud e s  Texas, Arizona, Kew Kexico, Ca l i f  orni.?, 

Nevada, Utah and p a r t  of ik:yoming, was added t o  tfie union.  

111 1904 Roosevelt  r e v i t a l i z e d  the  Monroe Doc t r i l i~ ,  

adcling what becarl~e known a s  t he  Roosevelt  Corol la ry .6  The 

Monroe Doct r ine  cow n o t  only barred Europcm j.ntervcct.ion 

i n  t h e  heniisphe;'~ b u t  j u s t i f i e d  United S t a t e s  ' i .ntcrvent ion 

i n  La t in  America t o  m a i n t a i , ~  "law and order".  Uith t h i s  d c c -  

t r i n e ,  Roosevelt  attempted t o  provide some pos t - f ac to  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t he  k i t e d  S t a t e s '  s e i z u r e  of P a n ~ ~ i  from 

Co1mhi.a.. "By v i r t u e  of t he  Monroe Doc t r i n e ,  marines were 

l a d e d ,  e l m  t i o n s  supervised,  cus t o r s  con t ro l l ed ,  ce: .~tsnl  

ba lks  a.dminlstercd - and de f a c t o  p r o t e c t o r a t e s  estab1.j.shed 

over  var  lous  Caribbean s t a t e s  . "7 



AS the  20th cen tu ry  progressed,  t he  old methods of 

main ta in ing  c o n t i n e n t a l  hegemony became i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f -  

f i c u l t .  In the  t h i r t i e s ,  the  r i s e  of fasc ism forced the  

United S t a t e s  t o  adopt  a more c o n c i l i a t o r y  approach t o  

La t in  America l e s t  t he  n a t i o n s  of t h e  c o n t i n e n t  look e l s e  

where f o r  a l l i e s .  

The acces s ion  of Truman t o  t he  Presidency marked a 

f u r t h e r  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  Monroe Doct r ine .  The doc-  

t r i n e  was now j u s t i f i e d  by a new myth, t h a t  of agg res s ive  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communism. 8 Af t e r  1945, United S t a t e s  ' 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  defense  of i t s  La t in  American empire was 

j u s t i f i e d  a s  defense  a g a i n s i  e x t e r n a l  communist aggres  - 
s ion .  The 1947 Treaty of Rio d e  J a n e i r o ,  o r  the I n t e r -  

American Trea ty  of Reciproca l  Ass i s t ance ,  pledged each 

of i t s  s i g n a t o r i e s  t o  a  un i t ed  response  i n  t h e  event  of 

any a t t a c k  on a n  American s t a t e . 9  The Trea ty  was s ~ h s e -  

quen t ly  used both t o  j u s t i f y  s anc t ions  a g a i n s t  Cuba and 

an  invas ion  of  t he  Dominican Republic.  In 1948 t h e  

Ninth Pan-American Conference gave b i r t h  t o  t h e  OAS and 

a l s o  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time t o  an  e x p l i c i t  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and 

condemnation of t h e  a l l eged  comrnunis t t h r e a t .  10 111 1951 

a meeting of Foreign Min i s t e r s  i n  Washington saw the  



c r e a t i o n  of an Inter-American J o i n t  Defense Board f o r  the  

" m i l i t a r y  planning of t h e  common d e f e n s e l ' . l l  

I n  1954 a t  t h e  t en th  Pan-Amcrican meeting i n  Caracas,  

Dul les  commented, "There i s  n o t  a s i n g l e  count ry  i n  t h i s  

hemisphere which has n o t  been pene t r a t ed  by the  appara tus  

of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communism, a c t i n g  under o rde r s  from 

MOSCOW. "12 The major p o l i t i c a l  r e s o l u t i o n  of t he  

Caram s  Conference noted ' I  , . . t h a t  the  domination o r  

c o n t r o l  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  of any American 

s t a t e  by t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communist movement . . . would 

c o n s t i t u t e  a t h r e a t  t o  sovere ignty  ,.. ( r e s u l t i n g  i n )  

app ropr in t e  a c t i o n  i n  accordance wi th  e x i s t i n g  t r e a t i e s  ." l3  

The motion was, as Guatemala pointed out ,  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  

t h e  Guatemalan r e v o l u t i o n  and any such moves by o t h e r  

c o u n t r i e s .  By now the  Trea ty  of Rio d e  J a n e i r o  c l e a r l y  

covered i n t e r n a l  r e v o l t  a s  w e l l  a s  any p o s s i b l e  e x t e r n a l  

aggress ion .  A few months l a t e r  t he  United S t a t e s  l i be ra t ed  

t h e  c o n t i n e n t  from t h e  communist t h r e a t  i n  Guatemala. 

Colonel C a s t i l l o  Arms and the  United F r u i t  Company r e -  

placed P res iden tb rbenz  and t h e  Guatemalan r e v o l u t i o n .  14 

If  r u l e  i s  exerc ised  by i n d i r e c t  c o n t r o l ,  then t h i s  w i l l  



i n v o l v e  t h e  development of a compraclcre b o u r g e o i s i e ,  th .z t  i s  

t o  s a y ,  a s o c i z l  c l a s s  coarnit ted 1-0 r e t a i n i n g  and expandin3 

t h e  i m p e r i a l  l i n k ,  whose own p o s i t i o n  i s  f i r m l y  based on 

t h e i r  r o l e  i n  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  r e l z t i o n s h i p .  The cornpradore 

b o u r g e o i s i e  may, f o r  example, vork f o r  t h e  f o r e i g n  company o r  

f o r e t g n  government; t h e y  may be involved i n  e x p o r t i n g  t o  o r  

i m p o r t i n g  from t h e  m e t r o p o l i s ;  they  may be  involved i n  t h e  

t o u r i s t  t r a d e  o r  i n  any number o f  a c t i v i t i e s  e s s e n t i a l l y  p r e -  

d i c a t e d  on t h e  maintenance of t h e  s t a t r l s  quo.  

The i n t e r e s t s  of t h i s  s o c i a l  c l a c s  w i l l  come i n t o  d i r e c t  

c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  o t h e r  groups  i n  tlle s o c i ~ t y .  

They w i l l  c o i l f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  bour -  

g e o i s i e  t o  i n d u s t r i a l i z e  t h e  c o u a t r y ,  s i n c e  t h i ~  may w e l l  

demand t a x e s  on i q o r t s  and e x p o r t s ,  o r  r e d i r e c t i o n  of r e -  

s o u r c e s  toward n a t i o n a l  i n d u s t r y ,  o r  c u r b i n g  of f o r e i g n  

i n v e s  t n c n t  and an  a t t a c k  on t h e  economic domincnce of A q e r i -  

c a n  b r a m h  companies. Compradore i n t e r e s t s  w i l l  c o n f l i c t  

w i t h  t!le p c z s a n t r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r  I y where t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of p i a n t a -  

t i o n  f a r m i ~ i g  b r i n g s  i n c r e a s i n g  i n m i r e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  p e h s a n t s ,  

a s  i t  a b s o r b s  r m r t  o f  t h e  most p rod i lc t ivc  l a d  and d i r e c t s  

a t  t e n t i o n  away fror,i tlie problems of  p e a s a p t  a g r  i c u l  tux e  - 

f o r  example, by r n o ~ o p o l i z l n g  whatever c r e d i t  i s  s v a i l a 5 i t .  



The organ ized  p r o l e t a r i a t  ma;. beco ix  a labcur  a r j s t o -  

c r a c y  and c c n f i n e  theifiselves t o  e c o i ~ o ~ i s t i c  d c r , ~ n d s ,  b u t  a 

f a r  l a r g e r  s e c t o r ,  t h e  l u m p e ~ ? p r o l e t r r i a t ,  w i l l  Le v i r t u a l l y  

exc luded f rom t h e  economy. Tliis group, o c c a s i o n a l l y  employ- 

ed, as f o r  e x m p l c  a t  h a r v e s t i i ~ g  t ime o r  i n  booLu F e r i o d s ,  

w i l l  be f o r c e d  t o  s u b s i s t  on t h e  f r i n g e s  o f  t h e  economy, 

c o n t i n u a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  iil number by t h e  ? x t e n s i o n  o f  r u r a l  

p o v e r t y  and t r i th  no p r o s p c c t  of absosp t io i l ,  s i x e  t h e  e x p o r t -  

o r i e n t e d  economy w i l l  n o t  p r c v i d e  t h e  n z c e s s a r y  i n d u ~ t r i a l i z a -  

t i o n .  Thj  s  group, trappod i n  t h e  cu1tv.r e of  pover ty ,  w i l l  

p r o v i d e  no s i ippcr t  f o r  t h e  s t a tx i s  quo b ~ i t  inay be  a t t r a c t e d  

by r e v o l u t i o ~ ~ a r y  i d c o l c g i  es . l 5  

The e f f e c t  of s a t e l l . i z n t i o n  by a f o r e i g n  coxi l t ry  ~ u s t  be 

c l e a r l y  s e t  o u t  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  mythology o-? i1ilic.h o f  conven- 

t i o n a l  economics can  be d i s p e l l e d .  Both Excan a d  Frank wauld 

a r g u e  t h a t  i n  g e n e r a l ,  f o r e i g n  inves tment  docs  r o t ,  as i s  

c laimed, g i v e  r i s e  t o  developmc;lt i l l  t h c  3 ec i p i e ; ~ t c c u n t r y .  

For  Frank,  i t ,  i n  f a c t :  produces  iilcre'?sirig ~ n d c r ~ l c v c l n ~ ~ n e n t .  

Baran n o t e s  t h 3 t  "Foreigil c o r ~ c e r n s  cmlsr l - ing upij~; t h e  produc - 

t i o n  cf c x p o r t a l l e  s t a p l c s  (wit!: t h e  e,-c,-ptiou o f  n i l )  imse,  

a s  a r ~ i l e ,  s t a r t e d  t h e i r  ~ c t i v i t i e s  with r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  

inves tment  o f  c a p i t a l . " l G  ( L a i d ,  t h e  majn i t e m  o f  purchase ,  

was g e n e r a l l y  c l ~  t a i n c d  a t  nomi;lal c o s t ,  4-- a.d- f u t u r c  inves trnents 



t he  metropolis. In  the  years  1950-19G5, f o r  cxample, the  

flow of investment from the Unlted S t a t e s  t o  Lat in  Am3rica 

was $3,800,000,000. The income on investment i n  Lat in  

America t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  the  United S t a t e s  was $ll,3OO,OOO,OOO, 

a n e t  d i f f e r e n c e  of $7,500,000,000 - t he  c o n t r i b u t i o n  of the 

poor t o  t h e  a f f l u e n c e  of t he  r i c h .  1 7  

The spread e f f e c t  of investment t h a t  does t ake  p l ace  i s  

l i m i t e d .  Most of t he  c a p i t a l  investment i s  spen t  on imported 

goods, and t h e  a c t u a l  domestic o u t l a y  f o r  product ion  may be 

small .  "In Venezuela, f o r  example i n  t he  e a r l y  1950fs ,  p e t -  

roleum accounted f o r  over 90% of a l l  expor t s  (and f o r  a l a r g e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  t o t a l  n a t i o n a l  product ) ,  bu t  t h e  o i l  i ndus t ry  

employed only  2% of Venezuela's labour  f o r c e ;  and i t s  l o c a l  

cur rency  expendi tures  ( exc lus ive  of government payments) d id  

n o t  exceed 20% of the  va lue  of expor t s .  "18 Furthermore, a l -  

though "in somc c o u n t r i e s  with very smal l  popula t ions  and 

l a r g e  r a w  m a t e r i a l  developments t h e  p ropor t ion  of people e m -  

p loyed i n  connec t ion  with them i s  of cou r se  l a r g e r  - even 

the re ,  the  s h a r e  of t o t a l  r e c e i p t s  of t he  i n d u s t r i e s  t h a t  i s  

paid ou t  i n  wages i s  approximately the  same."l9 

Not only  a r e  the  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s  of fo re ign  investment 



s l i g h t  and r e y a t r i a t l o n  of p r o f i t s  cons iderahie ,  but ,  arGues 

Baran, "it i s  very hard t o  say v h n t  has been t h e  g r e a t e r  

e v i l  - t he  removal of t h e i r  econon~ic su rp lus  by f o r e i g n  

c a p i t a l  or  i t s  re investment  by fo re ign  en te rp r i ze , "20  For 

t he  o v e r a l l  e f f c c t  of t he  ii-ivestincnt of fo re ign  c a p i t a l  i n  

f a c t  i s  t o  c r e a t e  an economic 2;nd s o c i a l  s t r c c  t u r e  which 

i n h i b i t s  d e v e l ~ p n e n t ,  c r e a t e s  a monopolis t ic  s t r u c t u r e  i n  

i ndus t ry  and prevents  t he  t r a n s  j. ti.03 from merchant c a p i t a l i s m  

t o  i n d u ~ t ~ i a l  cap i t a l i sm.  Baran r e j e c t s  t h e  argument t h a t  

any weal th accru ing  t o  t he  und erdevelopcd coilrl tries from the  

fo re ign  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e i r  raw m a t e r i a l  resources  i s  a  

n e t  ga in  s l n c e  o therwise  the  resources  would l a y  i d l e ,  

For a s  Lhc c a s e  of Japan i n d i c a t e s ,  t h e r e  i s  no proof t h a t  1 fA.<- 
. - I ' 

-4 F * - . .  given ax  i rdepe~ idcn t  c w i  s c  of development t hesc  coun t.1 i e s  .d -. - .. . -  
"i 

would no t  have ~ ; t i r ~ a t c l . y  u t j l j z e d  t h e i r  o m  resources  on C 

d ' 
& -- , 

f a r  more ndvantag?ous terms. In nddi t ion ,  t h e  procluc t i o n  

of expor t  goods nay we l l  i n t o l v e  a  s a c r i f i c e  i n  t he  produc - 

t i o n  of domastic gocds, p a r t i c ~ l a r l y  where a g r i c u l t u r ~ l  

produc t s  a r e  conc crned , Foreign c o m p ~ ~ n i e s  engaged i n  p lzn-  

t a t i o n  f a r m i r ? ~  o f t e n  d i s p l a c e  n a t i v c  subs i s  tencc farmers .  

Subs tan ' i i a t ion  f o r  t h i s  p o j n t  i s  f o m d  $11 t he  argirments of  

many Cuban w r i t e r s ,  par  t i c u l ~ r i l y  Fern~ncio O r  Liz a d  Cuerra 

y Sanchez (it~hose w c r  w c  w i l l  trezt: l h t e r ) .  B a a n  concludes Y 



w i t h  an a r g u m ~ n t  s t r i k i n g l y  s i m i l e r  t o  t h a t  propounded by 

Frank  i n  h i s  l a t e r  work, "Thus, i f  a p o l o g i s t s  of i m p e r i a l -  

i s t s  i n s i s t  t h a t  one 'must be  a b l e  t o  show t h a t  merely  

geogrsph ic  i n v c ~ t r n e n t  i s  a c t u z l l y  ha rmfu l  t o  t h e  recipient 

c o u n t r y ,  which m. i l s t  mean t h a t  i t  r e s u l t s  i n  a l o v c r  r e 2 1  

income f o r  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  t h a n  t h e y  troulcl o t h e r w i s e  h - v e  

a t t a i n e d '  ( q u o t s t i o n  from A.N.  MaCl.eod) such a deimnstrc?t ion 

can b e  r e a d i l y  s u p p l i e d  i f  due a l lowance  i s  made f o r  t h e  hand- 

f u l  o f  conpraclores who a r e  t h e  o n l y  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  u n d e r -  

devel.oped c o u n t r i e s  who d e r i v e  s u b s t a n t i a l .  b e n e f i t s  from 

t h e  o p e r a t i o m  of  f o r e i g n  r3t.7 m a t e r i a l  e ~ ? t e r p r i z e s . " 2 1  

P i e r r e  J e l e e  draws a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  t r a d e  

which o p e r a t e  between m e t r o p o l i t a n  and s a t e l l i t e  c o u n t r i e s .  2 2  

E i g h t y - f i v e  p e r c e n t  of t h e  e x p o r t s  of t h e  Thi.rd Thr ld  con-  

s i s t  of  rat7 m ~ ~ t e r i n l s  and a n o t h e r  f i v e  p e r c e n t  of common 

m e t a l s ,  p r o d u c t s  of t h e  f i r s t  s t a g e  o f  s m e l t i n g . 2 3  The do-  

minance of t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  market,  i n  marly p r imary  p r o d u c t s ,  

by one o r  two ~ n j o r  buyers ,  t h e  v o r s e n i i ~ g  t e r m  o f  t r a d e ,  and 
.rr t .., 

cs 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  expans ion  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  h e s  been rilrch .-- 4 

r* 

.- ' -  ** 
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more r e p i d  i n  uanufac  tu red  goods than  iil p r  irnary produc t s  , 5 .  

- L r  

have a l l  worked t o  t h e  d i s n d v s n t a g e  of ' d e v z l o 2 i n g t  n a t j o n s .  - - -.. 7- 1 

The r e c i p r o c a l .  t r a d c  agereeinents made w i  t:h t-he d e v c l o p i i ~ g  - -. - 



/ 

c o u n t r i e s  have served t o  pe rpe tua t e  t h e l r  i n t e r n a l  ecocomic . . . . 
- \'. 

,% 1 
imbalance between rnalx.1 fac  t u r e s  and pr i m r y  prod::c t s ,  a t  the  . .. - 

, - ,  - 
7 .u, -- - 

p r i c e  of s a c r i f i c i n g  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of bu i ld ing  u p  l o c a l  T, \ ,  - 
I .  

0 
manufacturing i n d u s t r i e s .  We w i l l  s e e  i n  our s e c t i o n  on . , % 

I 'LI* * 

The 1)evcloprnent of t he  Cuban Monocul t a r e '  and i n  our 'Socio- 
A 
-s 

Economic Ovcrviewl of Cuba t h a t  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  Setween Cuba -. 
and t h e  United S t a t e s  served t o  pe rpe tua t e  Cuban underdevelop- 

men t , 

A  r e c e n t  exarnple of the  ex t en t  t o  which t r a d e  t r e a t i e s  

between t h e  T h i r d  World and the  F i r s t -  t?&ld served t c  p c r -  

p e t u a t s  t he  s t a t u s  quo i s  provided by t h e  t re f i ty  signed a t  

Yaomd e  i n  1963 bc:tween the  Cornmoll Market and e igh teen  

Af r i can  c o u n t r i e s .  The t r e a t y  s y r c i f i c a l Z y  ei:cll:des from 

t a r i f f  b e n e f i t s  a number of i tems from t h e  Af r i caa  ska t e s  

u n l e s s  thay a r e  i n  t he  raw s t a t e ;  for  exemple, c o f f e e  mu.st 

be n e i t h e r  roas ted  nor decafe in ized ,  t e a  must be packed i n  

bulk, pepper must no t  he crushed or  powdercd. 51 r e t u r n  

f o r  t he  z b o l i t i o n  of customs d ~ r e s  on s p e c i f i c  r a y :  n a t e r i . 2 1 ~  

t h e  e ighteen  must move t o w z d  the  a b o l i t i o n  cf cust0in.c: dues 

on a l l  products  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  t he  s i x .  Orjlp by s p e c i a l  

appea l  can a country invoke pro tcc  t i v e  d u t i e s  f o r  an  i~;fzn!: 

i c d 6 . i ~  t r y .  24 



Marx had nc tcd  t h a t  as c z p i t a l i s n ~  developed " ... a 

new and i n t a n s t i - o n a l  di:rision of l a b o u r ,  a d i v i s i o n  s u i t ~ d  

t o  t h e  requiren1e::Ls of t-tic c h i e f  c e n t e r s  of nodern i x d u s t r y  

spr i r igs  up and c o n v e r t s  one p a r t  o f  t h e  g l o b e  i n t o  a c h i e f l y  

a g r i c u l t u r a . 1  f i e l d  of procluction f o r  cupp ly ing  t h e  o t h e r  

p a r t  which remains  a c h i e f l y  i n d u s t r i a l  f i e l d .  "25 We w i l l  

f j n d  t h e t  Cuba se rved  t h i s  r o l e  i n  i t s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  

United S t a t e s ,  

Both Baran end Frank  a n e l y s e  t h e  c o n e t e l . i s t i o n  of 

s o c i a l  f o r c  c s  arLd s t r u  t u r e s  produc cd by impes i a l i s m .  3aran 

i s  l e s s  exnc t, a t  l e a s t  as r e g a r d s  L 3 t i n  An:?rica, thclx-I i s  

F r  anl; . 

Barnn. a m l y s e s  t h r e e  mzjor g r o u p i ~ g s  i n  t h e  r u l i n g  

c l a s s  - t h e  r:ierci:a?ts, "expanding and t l lr  i v l n g  .c..ith i n  t':e 

o r b i t  of  f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l " ;  t h e  n a t i v e  i n d u s t r i a l  mcnopol i s t ,  

' l i n  ~ O S  t cme!: i n t e r l o c k e d  and ir~tervo-:en w i t h  don,es t i c  c a p i  t d l  

aid w i t 5  fore-Lgn e r t c r p r i s c ,  w!io e n t i r  e1.y dcpe ld  oil t h e  mai;~- 

p o l - i s t i c  s t s t u s  ~ ~ c u 1 . d  be  swept away by tile r i s e  or' i n d ~ i s t r i a l  - * 

/ i  .A 



In ruc t, as Frank had  documcntcd f o r  C h i l e  and B r a z i l ,  

t h e r e  may a t  c e r t a i n  p e r i o d s  be q u i t e  i n t e n s e  c o n f l i c t s  

between n a t i v e  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  - n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  monopolis  t i c  - 
and compradore e lements ,  a l t h o u g h  by v i r t u e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  

of underdevelopment t h e  n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e  a r e  n o t  s t r o n g  

enough ts c h a l l e n g e  s u c c e s s f u l l y t h e  compradore b o u r g e o i s i e ,  

and a t  t imes o f  c r i s e s  when t h e  danger  o f  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  

i s  s e e n  t h e y  may w e l l  a l l y  w i t h  t h e  compradore b o u r g e o i s i e ,  
'\. .T 

In a d d i t i o n ,  w i t h i n  L a t i n  America i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s c o v e r  ,/ ' // 
! 7 

any  f e u d a l  landowners.  Whatever r e l a t i o n s  may e x i s t  between 
i 

l a n d l o r d  and worker ,  l a r g e  s c a l e  fa rming  i s  p r e d i c a t e d  on : 
i 

p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  market .  
\ 

Our a n a l y s i s  o f  Cuba w i l l  show few s i g n s  of t h e  emer- 

gence of a n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e i o s i e  - perhaps  because  of t h e  

s i z e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  and t h e  d e g r e e  o f  p e n e t r a t i o n  of American 

c a p i t a l ;  b u t  i t  w i l l  c o n f i r m  t h a t  t h e r e  were no t r a c e s  o f  

f e u d a l i s m  i n  Cuban a g r i c u l t u r e . 2 7  

Not o n l y  i s  t h e  a c t u a l  e f f e c t  of i m p e r i a l i s m  t o  r e t a r d  

growth,  b u t ,  a r g u e s  Baran, " the  main t a s k  of i m p e r i a l i s m  

i n  our  t ime  ( i s )  t o  p r e v e n t ,  o r ,  i f  t h a t  i s  impossi i , le ,  t o  

s low down and t o  c o n t r o l ,  t h e  cconomic development of 



unde rdeve lo~ed  coun t ~ i e s .  "28 Am0i7g t h e  reasons  d i c  t e t i n g  

t h i s  i s  t he  f a c  t t h a t  any government ~ r i e n t c d  t o w x d  

n a t i o n a l  d e v e l ~ p ~ e n t  may s e e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of raw m a t e r i a l  

i n d u s t r i e s  a s  heFng a convenient  means of providing c a p l t a l  

f o r  development. However, even i f  a p o l i c y  of n a t i o n a l i z a -  

t i o n  i s  n o t  pursu,-.d, increased economic a c t i v i t y  w i l l  

b r ing  increased  f zc  t o r  c o s t s  and t h e r e f o r e  J ower prof i t s  

f o r  t h e  f o r e i g n  companies. Tn add i t i on ,  r i s i n g  n a t i v e  i n -  

d u s t r y  w i l l  denand t a r i f f  protection. I n  a l a t e r  a r t i c l e  

on imperialism, Baian and Sweezy no te  t h a t  i n  i t s  po l i cy ,  

" to  rmke a world s a f e  f o r  Standard O i l " ,  t he  U11itc.d S t a t e s  ' 
government a s  agent  - or  execut ive  cornnittee - f o r  t he  

i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  mul t i -na t iona l  companies w i l l  view wi th  

alarm sny tcndancy t o  r e s t r i c t  the  a r e a  of t h e i r  opera-  

t ions .  

It i s  t h i s  demand fo r  

"LeSelisraurn by t h e  n ~ u l t i - n a t i o n a l  companies h i c k  
produces a United S t a t e s  a t t i t ~ d e  adanc::t ly op- 
posed to g c ~ u i n c l p  n a t i o n z l i s t  o r  r e \ o ? ~ t i o n a r y  
r ~ n ~ e z e n t s  - f o r  the  success  of a re~ol i l ' i ior~czry 
rnovrmellt cf fcc  t i v e l y  decreases  t he  f r e e  vor ld  cf  - Y 

U . S ,  corporate expansion. To p u t  f t  b h ~ n t l j r ,  
t h e  C h b m  r e v o l u t i o n  c o s t  the Stanilard Oil. Con- 
party $62,269,000 a s  a r e s u l t  of expro ; ) r ia t ions .  "29 Jir 

;- f .- -, -'< -. 
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The e x p e r i e n c e  of B r a z i l  p r o v i d e s  e l o q u e n t  t e s t i m s n y  t o  

t h i s  p o i n t  and i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  United S t a t e s  o p p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  

conf  ined t o  s o c i a l i s t  movements o r  even t o  more pr6gmat ic  

movements o f  t h e  Juan  Bosch va i - i e iy .  The a t t e m p t  i n  B r a z i l  

by G o u l a r t  t o  l i m i t  t h e  r o l e  of United S t a t e s '  inves tment  

and t o  c u r t a i l  Ujlited S t a t e s  ' p o l i t i c a l  i r i f luence  was a b o r t e d  

by a United S t a t e s  backed coup d ' e t a t .  G o u i a r t  a c t e d  a s  e 

s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  B r a z i l i a n  n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  y e t  the 

s o c i a l  s t r a i n s  produced by development,  the r i s i n g  working 

c l a s s  m i l i t a n c y ,  and i n t e n s i f y i n g  o p p o s i t i o n  from United 

S t a t e s '  i n t e r e s t s ,  fo rced  t h e  n a t i o n a l  bourgeoisie i n t o  a 

l i a s o n  w i t h  t h e  compradore b o u r g e o i s i e  a g a i n 2  t Goular t, vho 

by 1964 was be ing  l a b e l l e d  as a c o ~ r n ~ ~ ~ i s t .  ?he government 

b rought  i n t o  power by t h e  1964 coup ended G o v l a r t ' s  r e s -  

t r i c  t i v e  c o n t r o l s  on f o r e i g n  inves tment  and r e p a t r i a t i o n  

of p r o f i t s  and s u b s t i r u t e d  a p o l i c y  of ov2i.t s c p p o r t  f o r  

t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  p l a c e  o f  ~ o u l a r t ' s  p o l i c y  of n e u t r a l i s x . 3 C  



We w i l l  no:? d e a l  b r i e f l y  w i t h  some of t h e  approaches  t o  I 
r e v o  i u  t i o n s  and /or  c o l o n i a l  s i t u a t i o n s  . 
-_C 

Chalmers Johnson, i n  z t t c m p t i n g  a t h e o r e t i c a l  under  - 
i w  

s t a n d i n g  of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  change,  c o n s t r u c t s  a n  e q u i l i h r i u m  

model of s o c i e t y  i n  which change i s  p o s s i b l e  provided t h a t  

t h e  "value s t r u c t u r e  ar.d environment change i.ri synchron iza -  

t i o n  with each o t h e r " .  31 He a c c e p t s  Parsons  ' f o u r  b a s i c  

f u n c t i o n s  f o r  a system t o  f u l f i l l  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e ,  

namely " s o c i a l i z a t i o n ,  adaptai:ion, g o a l  at ta-innlent,  and 

i n t c g r a t i o n 1 ' ,  and u s e s  t h e  Parson ian  c u n c e p t  o f  equi  l i t i r ium 

t o  i n d i c a t e  a h e a l t h i l y  f u n c t i o n i n g  system. Yet i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  

t h a t  Cuba i n  any p e r i o d  of h e r  h i s t o r y  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  c r i t e r i a  

by whi-ch e q u i l i b r i u m  i s  judged. When, however, Johnson 

l a t e r  w r i t e s ,  " I f  e system i s  b a s i c a l - l y  •’i;nc t i o n a l  - and 

t h a t  i n c l u d e s  be ing  f r e e  from f o r e i g n  domina t ion  o r  i n t e i - f e r -  

ence  - e f f o r t s  a t  a r t i f i c a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n  ( t h a t  i s ,  f o r  r e v o l u -  

t i o n a r y  change) wi l l .  f a l l  on b a r r e n  so i l "32 ,  h e  immediate ly  

r e n d e r s  h i s  e q u i l i b r i u l n  model i n a p p l i c a b l e  t o  a major l)or - 
t i o n  of t h e  wor ld .  Th is  makes the  model l e s s  t h a n  c c n s t r u c  - 

t i v e ,  s i n c e  h e  e l i m i n a t e s  p r e c i s e l y  t i lose areas i n  which 

r e v o l u t i o n  seems mst l i k e l y  t o  talc2 p l a c e ,  l e a v i n g  u s  



only  with a model of t h a t  type of s o c i e t y  which i s  l e a s t  l i k e l y  

t o  be revolut ion-prone.  

One can  say, wi th  c e r t a i n t y ,  t h a t  a t  no time p r i o r  t o  1959 

d id  Cuba f i l l  t h i s  f i n a l  p r e r e q u i s i t e  of t he  "bas i ca l ly  func t ion-  

al" sys tern. I 
What i s  l e f t  from Johnson i s  t h e  concept  of a f u l l y  func-  

t i o n a l  sys  tem xrith shared va lues  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  mechanisms 

f o r  evolu t ionary  change. Cuba can only be seen as a c  o n t i n u a l l  

" d l s e c p i l i b r i a t e d  s o c i a l  sys  tern" w1lLch makes the  c r u c i a l  ques - 

t i o n  n o t  why r e v o l u t i o n  took p l ace  but  r a t h e r  why i t  did no t  

t ake  p l a c e  e a r l i e r .  

At t h i s  s t a g e  i t  may be u s e f u l  t o  d e a l  wi th  the  more 

purposefu l  approach of G. Balandier ,  who, while  t r e s t i n g  t h e  

c o l o n i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  in t roduces  concepts  which may be equal1.y 

f r u i t f u l  i n  a n a l y s i n ~  a nee-colonial o r  i m p e r i a l i s t  s i t u a t i o n ,  

Balandier no tes  t h a t  "it i s  an ap-,arent f a c t  t h a t  ~ tmong  

c o i o n i a l  peoples ,  t he  ques t  f o r  norms co inc ides  with the  

q u e s t  f o r  autonot~y.  "33 This q u e s i  i n e v i t a b l y  produces con- 

f l i c t  wi th  t h e  col.onia1 power - "the h i s t o r y  of c o l o n i a l  



s o c i e t i e s  r e v e a l s  per iods  dur ing  which c o n f l i c t s  a r e  merely 

l a t e n t ,  when a temporary equi l ibr ium o r  ad justmen' has been 

achieved, and per iods  dur ing  which c o n f l i c t s  r i s e  t o  t he  s u r -  

f a c e  and a r e  apparent  OII one l e v e l  o r  t he  o the r  according t o  

circums t a m e s  ( r e l i g i o u s ,  p o l i t i c a l  and economic) - moments 

when t h e  cntagonism and the  gul f  between t h e  c o l o n i a l  people 

and a colonial .  power a r e  a t  th t i i -  maximm and are experienced 

by t h e  c o l o n i a l  r u l e r s  a s  a cha l lenge  t o  e s t ab l i shed  order ,  

bu t  by the  c o l o n i a l  poeples a s  a n  e f f o r t  to  r e g a i n  t h e i r  

autonomy. "34 

~ a l a n d i e r  a l s o  draws a tLent ion  t o  t he  "extremely h e t e r o -  

geneous c h a r a c t e r  of the  cul ture"35 of c o l o n i a l  s o c i e t i e s :  

Not a l l  groups a r e  cqua l ly  oppressed. In Cuba, ?or example, 

we can c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  betwcen the  Spanish, t he  Creoles ,  

r e s i d e n t  fo re igne r s ,  and the  blacks,  who, i n  the  absence of 

,an cndur ing  nat. ive populat ion,  l a r g e l y  assumed t h e i r  r o l e .  

We do n o t  have a u n i l i n e a r  p i c t u r e  of colony-ztetropolis con- 

f l i c t ,  b u t  r a t h e r ,  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of c o n f l i c t  between t h e  . 

d i f f e r e n t  c o l o n i a l  groups, aided by t h e  metropol j  t a x  l 'divide 

and ru le1 '  po l i cy ,  which provide t h e  backdrop f o r  the gne rea l  

t ens ion  between the  colcny and t h e  met ropol i s .  I n  Cuba, f o r  



exanple, we s e e  confl.ict. between Creoles  and s l a v e s  and 

Creoles and Pel:insular es ,  vi t h  t he  fornier diminishing a s  

the. major c o n f l i c t  oE t h e  h b a n s  wi th  Spain, and hence 

with the  Peninsulases  i n t e n s i f i e s .  36 

We can al.so s e e  per iods  when l ' con f l i c t s  a r e  merely 

l a t e n t "  a s ,  f o r  example, i n  the  e a r l y  period of c o l o n i a l -  

ism up t o  1800. This r e l a t i v e l y  s t a b l e  per iod ha rd ly  f i t s  

i n  w i t h  any commonly unders tood C O ~ I C  ep t of equi-librium, 

however, f o r  t he  c o n f l i c t s  were l a t e n t  on ly  &t the  c o l o n i a l -  

met rcpol i s  l e v e l ,  and were c o n t i n u a l l y  i n t e n s e  wi th in  the  

c o l o n i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  tak ing  t h e  form of  Xndian, Negro, and 

occas iona l ly ,  poor whi te  r e v o l t s .  

. 
The l a s t  p o i n t  which we w i l l  d e a l  wi th  i s  p a r t i c u l a r i l y  

s ig l i i f  i c c n t  i n  t h e  con tex t  of s o c i e t i e s  under fo re ign  domina- 

t i o n ,  Nat ional ism con ta ins  i n  La t in  America th ree  bacj i c  

dc~naxls  which a r e  expanded upon belo:.?. I n  b r i e f ,  they a r e  

demands f o r  autonomy, r ~ a t  i o n a l  i n t eg ra t ion ,  and, e s s e n t i a l l y  

a l l i e d  t o  t h i s ,  f o r  nzodernieati.on. Nationalism may be l e f t  

wIng o r  r i g h t  wing, i t  may merely be a n  e l e c t o r a l  gambit, 

o r  t he  profouzd ideology of a  revolutionary movement. In 

Cuba, f o r  exanlple, Piiachado espoused a  program of "business 



n a t i o n a l  i sn"  ~ h i c h  w a s  openly supported by United S t a t e s  ' 
i n t e r e s t s  in Cuba. As one h i s t o r i a n  pu t  i t ,  

. "This G f f i c i a l  na t iona l i sm '  was good f c r  doinestic 
consamp t i o n ,  and an  a s p i r i n g  p r e s i d e n t i a l  candida te ,  
Gerardo Plachado, proceeded to bui ld  a r e p u t a t i o n  a s  
a foe of t he  P l a t t  Amendment. American bus iness  
knew Ilacl~ado, and ue re  n o t  worried abcut  h i s  f u t a r e  
p o l i c i e s .  "37 

The national-ism of F i d e l  Castro,  on the  o the r  hand, can be 

sa id  t o  have implied r evo lu t iona ry  changes i n  s o c i e t y .  

If we accep t  the  t .hcsis perhaps moat comprehensively 

presented by A.G. Frailk, t h a t  the  n a t i o n a l  bourgeois ie  is  

incapable of tak ing  t h e  l eade r sh ip  i n  development i n  La t in  

America, then we could argue that: the  r e a l i z a t i o n  of t he  

dominant goa l  of na t iona l i sm - the  r e m ~ v a l  of forej-gn con- 

t r o l  or i n f luence  - r e q u i r e s  a  r evo lu t i cna ry  change i n  

Lat in  America. * 

Two conse rva t ive  w r i t e r s  on the  s u b j e c t  no te  t h a t  'la 

major i n g r e d i e n t  of Lztin. "mer ica  na.tiona1is.m i n  t h i s  ceu- 

t u r y  Ens unquest ionably been anti-,4mcricaoism o r  Yankee 

phobia,." E a r l i e r ,  they p o i n t  ou t  t ha t ,  



"In Europe t h e  mssses were i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  nz.tiona1 
s o c i e t y  a ~ ~ d  i n c u l c a t e d  :I?' t h  n a t i o n a l i s m  under  t h e  
l e n d u s h i p  o f  a t r u l y  na t iona l .  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  t h a t  is ,  
one c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  f a t h e r  l and ,  t h e  p a t r i e .  
In 'irlti.11 An'erica, howevcr, t h e  e l i t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  r i s e  
of n a t i o n a l i s t  s e n t i m e n t  have f o r  t h e  most p a r t  been 
made up o f  pe rsons  t i e d  t o  t h e  e x p o r t  econo!ny and t o  
f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l  and e n t e r p r i s e . "  

Yet a s  t h e y  l a t e r  add, "today i t  i s  wide ly  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  ? o l i -  

t i c a l  indepeadence i s  a f r a i l  and w o r t h l e s s  f a 5 r i c  u n l e s s  

r e i n f o r c e d  by ccollori~i-c independence,  !I38 The ideo logy  of  t h e s e  

c l e a r  c o n f l i c t  between t h e  g o a l s  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m  and o b j e c t i v e  

r e a l F t y  and t h e y  c o n f i n e  themselves  t o  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  ways 

i n  which n a t i o n a l i s m  h a s  been channeled by t h e  e x i s t i n g  e l i t e s  

t o  p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  s t a t u s  quo - w h i l e  l e a v i n g  u n f u l f i l l e d  t h e  

major dema,:cls of n a t i o n a l i s m .  Thd d i f  fe: ence between t h e  bour - 
g e o i s i e  in Europe and i t s  L a t i n  American c o u n t e r p a r t  c a n  be  

p r o f  i t a b l y  expanded, The European b o u r g e o i s i e ,  a l i e n a t e d  

from t h e  o l d  fni ldal  s t r u c t u r e ,  r e j e c t e d  n o t  o n l y  t h e  economic 

systerr, v11j.ch t h i s  impl ied b u t  2 l s o  t h e  r e s u l - t a n t  v a l u e  sys tem.  

An a g g r e s s i v e  c l a s s ,  thejr s u c c e s s f u l l y  forlgllt f o r  ~ o l i t i c a l ,  

s o c i a l  and economic dominat ion.  I n  & t i n  America enlul a ' i ion,  

n o t  a l i e n a t i o n ,  became t h e  g c a l  o f  t h e  bourgeoisie. They 

sought  n o t  t o  over  throw t h e  o l d  h a c e n c l a d ~ , ~ ~  w i t h  t h e i r  h i g h l y  

s t a t u s  consclotca s o c i a l  e t h i c  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  become l i k e  them. 



I f  wcstern dcvelopmcnt was s t imula ted  by thc Protestant e t h i c ,  

La t in  American underdevelopment has  c c r t n i n l y  beell abe t t ed  by 

the  'Hispanic c t h i c  ' . 

Professor  R.T. Ely w r i t e s  of t h e  mid -n ine teenth  cen tu ry  

Cuban upper c l a s s  "conspicucn~s among t h e i r  o the r  d is  t inguish ing  

t r a i t s  was aq i n o r d i n a t e  love of pure o s t e n t a t i o n .  "39 James 

S t e e l e ,  t he  United S t a t e s  ' Consul i n  Cuba f o r  s i x  yea r s ,  d e s -  

c r ibed  t h e  upper -c lass  c r i o l l o  a s  fo l lows  : 

"This man i s  a born dandy. Born i n  a s l a v e  count ry ,  t he  
presumptive p o s s i b l e  or  a c t u a l  h e i r  t o  a s h a r e  i n  some 
sugar  p l a n t a t i o n ,  o r ,  i f  no t  l i v i n g  by h i s  w i t s  o r  upon 
h i s  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  young cuban imagines t h a t  h i s  d e s t i n y  
i s  t o  ornament t h e  t r o p i c s ,  t o  be a th ing  of beauty and 
k i l l  time whi le  he i s  thus  e1egm;tly occupied . % O  

In 1964 Robin Blackburn, i n  what remains t h e  b e s t  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

s tudy  of the  Cuban Revolution, wrote of t h e  Cuban bourgeois ie ,  

"Havana' s ex t ens ive  and r e sp lenden t  suburb of Mar ianao,  
o f f e r s  a v iv id  image of t h e  Cuban bourgeo i s i e  i n  t h e  
days of i t s  p r o s p e r i t y ,  I t s  pasthumous presence i s  
e loquen t ;  i n  t he  cemetery i t s e l f  t h e  marble v a u l t s  of 
t h e  r i c h  a r e  f i t t e d  with i n t e r n a l  l i f t s ,  air  cond i t i on -  
i ng  and telephones.  S o c i a l  snobbery was r i f e  i n  Havana. 
Spanish t i t l e s  were eage r ly  bought and goss ip  columns 
running t o  s e v e r a l  pages wi th  payment f o r  i n s e r t i o r  
helped t o  subs id i ze  t h e  newspapers and magazines. Thus 
whi le  Cuba's wealthy c l a s s e s  were u n a t l e  t o  prevent  t h e  
ups tart  'Sergeant  ' Bat i s  ta from running t h e  count ry ,  
they  consoled themselves u n t i l  1952 a t  any r a t e  wi th  
banning him from the  Havana Yacht Club because of h i s  
Afro-Chinese ances r y. "41 



T h o u ~ h  Cuba's o l i g a r c h y  had been decimated by t h e  Wars o f  

Independence and t h e  slump i n  t h e  sugar  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  twen- 

t i e s ,  t h e  b o ~ r g c > o i s i e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  con t inued  t o  emula te  t h e  

v a l u e s  and l i f e  s t y l e s  passed dotjn by t h i s  c l a s s .  

Claud i o  V e l i z ,  i n  a n  e x t r e ~ n e l y  vclluable a r t i c l e ,  a n a l y s e s  

t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h e  midd1.e s e c t o r s  can  make i n  

L a t i n  h e r i c a ,  A c r u c i a l  q u e s t i o n ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  

t h i s  s e c t o r  t o  which t h e  A l l i a n c e  f o r  P r o g r e s s  looks  t o  l e a d  

L a t i n  America o u t  o f  t h e  shadow oZ C a s t r o i t e  r e v o l u l i o n ,  His 

c o n c l u s i o n  subs tanti a t e s  our e a r l y  remarks .  Refer r ing  t o  t h e i r  

p r e s c r i b e d  r o l e  i n  t h e  A l l i a n c e  f o r  Yrogress  h e  w r i t e s ,  

"These middle  groups  have been v e s t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

of do ing  what t h e y  do n o t   ant t o  do,";2 Eeforc  t h e  Seconc! 

World F?ar t h e  u r b a n  midd l c  s e c t o r s  gained some p o l i t i c a l  power 

i n  c e n t e r - l e f t  p o p u l i s t  p a r t i e s  b u t  had l i t t l e  economic b a s e  

f o r  i t .  In t h e  mushrooming of i l l d u s t r y  which took p l a c e  i n  

t h e  c o u r s e  02 t h e  Second World Wzs when European and Amer icm 

e x p o r t s  ceased  t o  r e a c h  k t i c  American ma;-kets, t h e y  cchieved 

economic power, t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  middle  c l a s s e s ,  g a i n i n g  

c o n s i d e r a h l  e  f o r  tunes .  



"These economic changes were t o o  s w i f t ,  unaxpscted and 
a c c i d e n t a l  t o  r e s u l t  i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  s o c i a l  chenges .  
No a p p a r e n t  c q n t r a d i c  t i o n s  developed between t h e  a r i s -  
t o c r a t i c  landowner and t h e  wea l thy  r a d i c a l  l e a d e r  ; on 
t h e  c o n t r a r y  they  became f a s t  f r i e n d s  and p o l i t i c a l  
c o l l e a g u e s  oiice t h e  r i s i n g  b u r e a u c r a t  (or  i n d u s t r i a l -  
i s t )  had bought land and r a c e  h o r s e s ,  jo ined  t h e  l o c a l  
c o u n t r y  c l u b ,  and t aken  h i s  f i r s t  g o l f  l e s s o n s ,  Thus i n  
a r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f  pe r iod  of t ime, t h e  v i o l e n t l y  o u t -  
spoken r e f o r m i s t  l e a d e r s  of 1938 became t h e  s e d a t e ,  
t e c h n i c a l l y  minded and modcrate s t a t e s m e n  of  t h e  1950ts ."43 

Now, s h a r i n g  n o t  o n l y  p o l i t i c a l  b u t  a l s o  economic power w l t h  

t h e  o l d  a r i s t o c r a c y ,  t h e r e  remained o n l y  one more p r i z e  t o  

g a i n ,  t h a t  o f  s o c i a l  p r e s t i g e .  

"These a r i s t o c r a t i c  groups  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  s o c i a l  peaks 
which t h e  u rban  middle  s e c t o r s  want t o  c l imb.  Nox, 
th roughout  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  t h e  middle  s e c t o r s  are  w i l -  
l i n g  and r e a d y  t o  outdo t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  i n  t h e i r  
d e v o t i o n s  t o  es tab l i . shed  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  "44 

Are t h e s e  t h e  groups  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  r e a l l y  supposes  

w i l l  l ead  " the  r e v o l u t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n f 1 ?  

It i s  f i t t i n g  t h a t  F r a n t z  Faaon should p r o v i d e  t h e  epi.- 

"The n a t i o n a l  middle  c l a s s  which t a k e s  over power a t  
t h e  end o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  regime i s  a n  under-developed 
middle  c l a s s .  It has  p r a c t i c a l l y  no economic power 
and i n  any c a s e  i t  i s  no way t o  commensurate w i t h  t h e  
b o u r g e o i s i e  o f  t h e  mother c o u n t r y  which i t  hopes t o  
r e p l a c e .  ... The n a t i c n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e  w i l l  be q u i t e  
c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  Western b o u r g e o i s i e ' s  
b u s i n e s s  a g e n t .  . , . In i t s  beg inn ing  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
h o u r g c o i s i e  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  c o u n t r i e s  i d e n t i f i e s  i t -  
s e l f  w i t h  t h e  decadence of t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  of t h e  kTes:. 
We need n o t  t h i ~ l l i  t h a t  i t  i s  junipirtg ahead;  i t  i s  i n  
f a c t  beg inn ing  a t  t h e  ei:d, It i s  a l r e a d y  s e n i l e  b e f o r e  
i t :  has  come t c  know p e t u l a n c e ,  tlie f e a r l e s s n e s s  o r  t h e  
w i l l  t o  succecd of youth .  "45 



Nationalism, which i n  L l t i n  America emerged a s  t he  o u t -  

* 
growth of  c. c o l o n i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  can  reasonably  be expected t o  

concen t r a t e  on the i s s u e  of autonomy. It has,  of course ,  o the r  

goa l s ,  depending upon the  environment which g ives  r i s e  t o  i t .  

Among these  goa ls  a r e  t h a t  of moderilization, and d i r e c t l y  l i n k -  

ed t o  i t  the  idea  of i n t e g r a t i o n  or  t he  c r e a t i o n  of one na t ion ,  

and e l imina t ing  the  rura l -urban  inbalance.  I n  many p a r t s  of 

I a t i n  America i n t e g r a t i o n  a l s o  means t h e  a s s i m i l a t i o n  of t he  

n a t i v e  Indian  popula t ion  who a r e  d i spropor  t i o c a t e l y  concentrated 

i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s ,  Again, i f  we accept  Frank's hypothesis  we 

can  argue  t h a t  such goa ls  imply a r evo lu t ionasy  change i n  

s o c i e t y ,  f o r  t he  e x i s t i n g  imbalance and ' ibacl~wardnes~' '  of 

La t in  America i s  a  d i r e c t  product of fo re ign  domination o r  

" the m e t r o p o l i s - s a t e l l i t e  r e l a t i onsh ip" ,  according t o  Frank,  

one func t ion  of which i s  t he  domination of these  coun t r i e s  by 

t h e  compradore bourgeois ie .  

Nat ional ism i s  e l u s i v e  of d e f i n i t i o n .  It obv ious l>~  

inc ludes  t h e  concept of a  na t ion ,  which can be s a i d  t o  e x i s t  

d e  f a c  -- t o  - i E  no t  L e a .  "when an a c t i v e  and f a i r l y  numerous 

s e c t i o n  of i t s  members a r e  convinced t h a t  i t  ex i s t sn .46  

This d e f i n i t i o n  by H ~ g h  Seton Watson has t he  advantage of 

avoid ing  d e f i n i n g  any p a r t i c u l a r  fa2 t o r s ,  lin;,ui.stic, geo- 

graphic ,  r a c i a l  o r  c u l t u r a l ,  which can a lvays  be  fa1 s i f i e d  i n  



i n  some p a r t i c u l a r  ca.se, Rut t he  c ruc i . a l  i s s u e  f o r  our stl_:dy 

i s  t h e  dynamic concept  of  na t iona l i sm,  t he  process  of  t he  

emergence of n a t i c n a l  consciousness .  

Perhaps t h e  b e s t  tern1 f o r  t h i s  emergence i s  s o c i a l  mobi l i -  

z a t i o n  - t he  process  whereby people become aroused and aware of 

t he  i s s u e  of t h e  n a t i o n  o r  the  concept  of t he  n a t i o n .  This 

may be p r e c i p i t a t e d  by a number of f a c t o r s .  What concerns us  

he re  i s  i t s  emergence i n  a  c o l o n i a l  o r  i m p e r i a l i s t  s i t u a t i o n .  

In t h i s  con tex t  i t  w i l l  be s t imvla ted  by the  i n t e n s i t y  of t h e  

objec t i v e  c o n f l i c t  of i n t e r e s t  between the svpc r io r  - sclbordilia t e  

powers. Where t h i s  c o n f l i c t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t e n s e  t o  g ive  

r i s e  t o  maps v io lence ,  t h e  process  of r e b e l l i o n  w i l l  i nc rease  

s o c i a l  mobi l iza t ion ,  e i t h e r  through the  invas ion  of the armies 

of t h e  c o l o n i a l  power, or by the  e f f o r t s  of lead ing  n a t i o n a l i s t  

groups i n  t h e  colony t o  extend t h e i r  support ,  or  by a combina- 

t i o n  of bo th .  Johnson notes  t h a t  ' 'Foreign invas ion  aild i n t e r -  

n a l  r e s i s t a x e  o rgan iza t ion  have taken, i n  r e c e n t  yea r s ,  a  

pre:lominant r o l e  i n  mobi l iz ing  p r e - p o l i t i c a l  populntions."47 

In Cuba t h e  succes s ive  a t tempts  a t  indepclidence cul lninst ing 

i n  t he  Ear of 1895-1898 iiwoived a  s t e a d i l y  broadening basc 

o f  a c t i o n  and a s teady  ex tens ion  of n a t i o n a l  conscioucness .  



Boyd C. S c h c f e ~  notes  t h a t  a s i m i l a r  process  took p l ace  i n  

Europe : "Revolution and war s t  imul a ted  n n t i o n a l  f e e l i n g  every - 
where i n  Europe dur ing  the  years  of 1792-1815, "48 

Wars of independence do n o t  have t o  succeed i n  o rde r  t o  

stimu.1ate nc?.tioralism. The s o c i a l  mob i l i za t ion  w i l l  t ake  

p l ace  r ega rd l e s s ,  and i n  add i t i on ,  Kalman S i l v e r t  no tes  t he  

need f o r  n a t i o n a l  symbols. "There i s  an o b j e c t i v e  shor tage ,  

n o t  only because the  process  of s o c i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  has been 

completed novhere, b u t  a l s o  because of a r e l a t i v e  sho r t age  

of  war hernes,  g r e a t  e x p l o i t s  and g l i t t e r i n g  conquests ,  t he  

r a w  m t e r i a l  of n a t i o n a l  ~ y t h o l o g y  . "49 Elat-evcr t he  c a s e  of 

o the r  La t in  lmer i can  c o u n t r i e s ,  twent ie th  century  Cuba pos - 
sesscd a proud h e r i t a g e  of n a t i o n a l  heroes - Pfarti, lfaceo, 

Gomcz, P l o r  Cormbet, t o  namc but  a few. In  1953, t h e  year  

of ~ n r t i ' s  cen tenary  and the  f i r s t  year of Bat i - s ta ' s  d i c t a -  

t o r sh ip ,  f i v e  hundred a r t i c l e s  on him were published , S O  

These p a s t  n?.t ional heroes may be cf p a r t i c u l a r  impor- 

tance  where t h e i r  aims are f e l t  t o  have been f r u s t r a t e d ,  

a s  they c l e a r l y  were i n  Cuba. The concept  of t h e  f r u s t r a t e l  

r evo lu t ion  of  1895 f i l l e d  Cubans, par t i c ~ l a r l y  t h e  young, 



and thc  s t u d e n t s ,  with the d r i v e  t o  f i g h t  011. In  h i s  His tory  

W i l l  Absolve Me speech of 1953, Cas t ro  s a i d  "I c a r r y  i n  my 

h e a r t  t he  teachings of the  Master1' and a l s o  descr ibed  Mar t i  

a s  t he  " i n s t i g a t o r  of t he  26th of Ju ly t ' .51  It I s  no a c c i d e n t  

t h a t  t he  f i r s t  g u e r i l l a  column i n  1957 was named Jose  Mar t i  

Column Number 1. 

Schafer  a l s o  no te s  the  u s e  of na t iona l i sm i n  provid ing  

a  sense  of i d e n t i t y  i n  t u r b u l e n t  t imes.  

"Hope, f e a r ,  h a t e  i n  a  time of i n s e c u r i t y  and d i s i n t e -  
g r a t i n g  va lues ,  t hese  were fundamental i n  t he  growing 
na t iona l i sm.  The n a t i o n  became a s  answer t o  men's 
a n x i e t i e s ,  a s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  and a 
r e fuge  i n  a  time of t roub le .  For many i t  became the  
hopefu l  road t o  a heavenly c i t y  of t h e  f u t u r e  upon 
t h i s  e a r t h .  "52 

I n  the  mys t i ca l  q u a l i t y  of much of Jose  M a r t i ' s  n a t  I.onalism 

we can  s e e  an  example of t h i s .  

John H. Kautsky p o i n t s  o u t  tb t the  c o l o n i a l  s i t u a t i o n  

w i l l  i t s e l f  produce g r e a t e r  t ens ion  i n  s o c i e t y  a s  change takes  

p l ace ,  whether i t  be i n  t r a d i t i o n a l  v i l l a g e  l i f e  th rea tened  

by growing p l a n t a t i o n s  or t h e  f r u s t r a t i o n s  of r u r a l  i m -  

migrants  i n  t he  expanding c i t i e s .  He no te s  t h a t  

" an t i - co lon ia l i sm ( then )  must he re  be understood a s  op- 
p o s i t i o n  n o t  merely t o  co lon ia l i sm narrowly def ined  
bu t  a l s o  t o  a c o l o n i a l  economic s t a t u s  - t he  s o c i a l  
t ens ions  which modernizat ion and i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  



produce everyvhere and which i n  Europe were necessarily 
turned i n m r d ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  c o n f l i c t s  d iv id  in8  soc i z t i e s ,  
a r e  i n  underdeveloped coun t r i e s  l a r g e l y  turned oul:wnrd. 
Instead of blaining each o ther  f o r  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  grow- 

. ing  o u t  of modernization, t he  va r ious  s o c i a l  s t r a t a  a l l  
blaine the  c o l o n i a l  power, the  r e s u l t  being n o t  i n t e r n a l  
c o n f l i c t  bu t  t h a t  i n t e r n a l  u n i t y  of ant icolonial? '_sm 
which i s  t he  b a s i s  of na t iona l i sm i n  underdevelcped 
c o u n t r i e s .  "5 3 

While t h i s  argument tends t o  ignore t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  an economic 

co lonia l .  s i t u a t i o n  c o n f l i c t  may we l l  be i n t e r n a l  i n  t he  sense of 

being d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  compradore elements,  t h e  p o i n t  i s  i n  

genera l  v a l i d .  

Karl  Deutsch, i n  Nationaljsm and Socia.1 Con?p.~nication, --.-.--- 

s t r e s s e s  t 3 e  need f o r  t he  "presence of s u f f i c i e n t  communjcation 

f a c i l i t i e s  to  prodcce the  o v e r a l l  r e su l t . "54  Such f a c i l i t i e s  

i n e v i t a b l y  inc rease  a s  t he  colonial .  power opens up the  country 

t o  i nc rease  expor t  and import p o t e n t i a l ,  

Soc ia l  mob i l i za t ion  i s  important n o t  only i n  i nc reas ing  

na t iona l i sm b u t  jn g iv ing  r i s e  t o  what i s  known a s  t he  revo-  

l u t i o n  of r i s i n ;  expcc t t r t ions,  which mny we l l  Ce incorporated 

i n  n a t i o n a l i s t  ideology. In  271 article on ScokiLIflbilizztion 

and P o l i t i c 2 1  Cevel.cvment Deutsch c o n s t r u c t s  a hypo the t i ca l  -,---- - .--- A-' 

model designed t o  demonstrate the  inc reas ing  c o n f l i c t s  which 

w i l l  cmerge i f  c e r t a i n  a?pec t s  !of niobilizs t i o n  run  ahead oT 

go\rernnent competence t o  n;"et the new dena~~cls,  



Deutsch i d e n t i f i e s  a number of snhp:ltocesses which combine 

t o  c r e a t e  s o c i a l  mob i l i za t ion  - mass medie e x p s u r e ,  demonstra- 

t i o n  of mod ern techniques,  increp-se i n  v o t i a g  p s r  t i c  i p a t i o n ,  

i nc reases  i n  l i t e r a c y ,  chanse of l o c a l i t y  of res idence ,  

popu la t ion  growth. I f  t he  gavernmcnt i s  unable or  umvi l l ing  

t o  match these  cha;lges wi th  s u b s t a n t i a l  i nc reases  i n  the n a t i o n -  

a l  income and a r e a l l o c a t i o n  of incone from t h e  top t e n  percent  

t o  t h e  bottom n i n e t y  percent ,  then r evo lu t iona ry  change Eay be 

demanded, One p o s s i b i l i t y ,  f o r  example, i s  t h a t  t he  inc rease  

i n  t h e  r a t e  of exposure t o  t he  nas s  media i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  w i l l  

n o t  be rnstched by e i t h e r  modernization i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  o r  a  

s i m i l a r  i n c r ~ a s e  i n  t he  p ropor t ion  employable i n  urban areas. 

I f  r a d i c a l  a c t i o n  is  n o t  taken, then "the dacgcrovs gzp b e t -  

ween t!~c f a s t  growing mass media audience and t h e  slow groicing 

c i r c l e  of more adequate ly  employed an3 equipped persons i s  

l i k e l y  t o  remain and increase."55 Deutsch coilcludes t h a t  

"A major t r m s f o r m a t i o n  of tile under ly ing  p o l i  t i c a l  and soc i a l  ----- 
\ 

s t r u c t u r e  of a count ry  could ,  occur - and could pose a p o t e n t i a l  j 
t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  of any i n a u f f i c i e u t l y  reform-minded 

governiacr.'i t h e r e  - even dur ing  a period of s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

r i s i n g  per  capi t -a  income,"56 

One p o i n t  t h a t  i s  wort1 n c t i c j n g  i s  that: l i k e  s o c i a l  > 
mobil~izat iorr ,  n?.tionalism Kay produce one of tws ef f cc  t s  . --- & 



may provide a means of s t rengthening  the  n a t i o n  and inc reas ing  

cohesion,  o r  i t  may, i n  so  f a r  as i t  g ives  r i s e  t o  demands 

which by the  very  n a t u r e  of t he  system cannot  be f u l f i l l e d ,  

produce a r evo lu t iona ry  c o n f l i c t .  For t h i s  reason  i t  should 

be s t r e s s e d  a g a i n  t h a t  while  t he  r i s e  of na t iona l i sm i n  n ine -  

i J  
t e en th  and twent ie th  cen tu ry  Europe m.ay a c t u a l l y  have a l l ayed  

i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  a s  C. Wright M i l l s  and o t h e r s  suggest ,  i n  

L a t i n  America i t  seems des t ined  t o  c a r r y  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  t o  

r evo lu t iona ry  propor t ions .  The c r u c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  c  l e a s  - 
ly between an  &dependenr Europe and a  s r t t e l l i t e *  L a t i n  A m r i c a .  

"Until  tile advent  of Cas t ro  the  United S t a t e s  was so  

overt3lelmingly i n f l u e n t i a l  t h a t  . . . t he  American Ambasssdor 

was t h e  second rnos t important  man i n  Cuba, sometimes even 

more impor tan  t than the  P res iden t  (of Citba) . "57 Ymovledge 

of t h i s  was n o t  con f i~ i cd  t o  the Amcrican embassy; i t w a s  an  

everyday f a c t  of Cuban h i s t o r y  and was knovm a s  such. It 

n-ast be s t r e s s e d  &-,~ain t h a t  Cuba ~7as t h e  n a t i o n  which had  

fought  h a r d e s t  agnins t Spain and y e t  had achieved l e a s t ,  

This was Icno:m by most Cubaus, and the  Unitcd S t a t e s  ' domina- 

t i o n  was held r e spons ib l e .  Nationalism i n  Chba, i t  w i l l  bc 

seen, was clirec ted a g a i n s t  United S t a t e s  impcrislisrn,  and 

the  d i o l e  conipl-adore s o c i a )  s t r u c t u r e  t o  which i t  hzid .given 

r i s c .  



Kautsliy n o t e s  t h e  c r u c i a l  r o l e  of i r ~ t e l . l e c t u ; i l s  i n  t h e  

emergence o f  n a t i o n a l i s m  and t h e  r e v c l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s .  '!The 

key r o l e  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  underdeveloped 

counti.-ies i s  l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e i r  p e r a d o x i c a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  

being a p r o d u c t  o f  modern iza t ion  bcfclre n lodernizat ion h a s  

reached  o r  bec o ~ e  widespread i n  t h e i r  o m  c o u n t r y .  "58 

I n t e l l e c t u a l s  a r e  g e ~ e r a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  group i n  s o c i e t y  t o  

bc ini ' luenced by n a t i o n a l i s t  i d e a s .  They a r e  exposed t o  

n o t i o n s  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  new v a l u e  syscers ,  and o f t e 2 ,  f o r e i g n  

e d u c a t i o n .  Tk. s e e k i n g  t o  u t i l i z e  t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  

t h e y  w i l l  su f fc i -  a l l  t h e  f r u s t s a t - i o n s  i r k e r e n t  i o  underdevelop-  

ment : wlemy loymeil t, under  enip loymen t, dorr,i.na t i o n  by t h e  o l d  

o l i g a r c h y ,  p r e f e r e n t i a l  employment f o r  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n a l s ,  

l a c k  of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h a n n e l s  through which t o  implement 

moderniz ing i d e a s .  They a r e  p rone  t o  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  

n a t i o n a l i s t  i d e a s ,  which pFovide o r  appear  t o  p r o v i d e  a  

s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  problems o f  t h e i r  s o c i e t y ,  and they  w i l l  a t -  

tempt t o  t r a n s ~ n i t  t h e s e  t o  o t h e r  groups .  Kautsky w r i t e s ,  

"The i n t e l l e c t u a l s  assume tile 1.eadershj.p o f  n a t i o n a l i s t  
mo~;emcnts, because,  unlLke t h e  o t h e r  g rcups ,  they  have 
b roken  o u t  o f  t1:ie r i g i d  c la . s s  l i n e s  o f  t h e  o l d  s o c i e t y ,  
t h e y  have a ~ i s i o i l  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  and s o m  i d e a ,  how- 
ever vague o r  i m p r a c t i c a l ,  of  1101.7 t o  a t t a i n  i t ,  a l d  
t h e y  a r e  a lmos t  by definition s k i l l e d  i n  tile u s e  o f  
t h e  w r i t t e n  and spoken vord .- Furthermore,  t h e  i x t e l -  



l ec ' iua ls  heve the  s imple advantage over members of othel- 
groups of having f r e e  time on 'shcir hands. Unemployed 
o r  ~ndereir~ployed and y e t  o f t e n  . rece iv ing  euoug!l suppor t  
from t h e i r  wealthy f a m i l i e s  t o  be  able  t o  l i v e ,  t hey  
have time t o  devote t o  p o l i t i c s ,  t o  speaking, reading ,  
w r i t i n s ,  t o  a g i t a t i n g  and organizing,  and t i n e  t o  spend 
i.n j a i l  or  i n  e x i l e  and, o f t e n  soon t h e r e a f t e r ,  ir, t h e  
govemmen t , "5 9 

Pa understanding of t h i s  d i f f e r e n t i a l  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a r t i c ~ l a -  

t i o n ,  par  t i cu l . a r ly  ope ra t ive  i n  t he  h ighly  s t r a t i f i e d  under - 
.developed world, i s  very  i-mportant f o r  avoiding the  type  of 

mis tzkes  Draper makes i n  h i s  an a l y s i s  of t he  "middle c l a s s  

revolu t ion" .  60 

Claudio Vel.iz, i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  c i t e d  e a r l i e r ,  no t e s  some- 

th ing  of c n c i a l  importance i n  L a t i n  America, With the  com- 

mitiuent of the middle s e c t o r s  o r  bourgeois ie  - t he  terrns 

seem t o  be l a r g e l y  in te rchangeable  f o r  mGny w r i t e r s  i n  La t in  

America - t o  emulation of the  old o lLgarchies ,  "The i n t e l -  

l i g e n t s i a  ceased t o  l d e n t i f y  i t s e l f  with t he  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l  

and economic l eade r sh ip  of t he  urban middle s e c t o r s  soon a f t e r  

t h e  Second World War, when i t  became obvious t h a t  t he  new 

r a d i c a l  pl .utocrats  had ab~indoned t h e i r  r e f o r m i s t s  programs 

and were comnitted t o  a defense  of the  e s t ab l i shed  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

s t rvcture."G1 While i n  Europe the  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  had r e l i e d  on 

the  middle c l e s s e s  t o  reform soc ie ty ,  i n  L~ti.11 A ~ e r i c c  the  

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  have abandoned t h i s  c l a s s .  



"Host of t h e  c o n t i n e a t ' s  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a r e  i n  oppos i t i on  
and hzve adopted a  q u f e t  bo t  f o r c e f v l l q  c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e  
- They do n o t  th ink  - l i k e  Dickens, M l z a c ,  Dumas o r  f o r  
t h a t  mat te r  Walt Whitman, Mark Twain ( s i c ) ,  o r  Ralph 
Waldo Cnlerson - t h a t  they a r e  l i v i n g  i n  a dynamic s o c i e t y  
where occas s iona l  i n j u s t i c e s  and mistakes can be p u t  
r i g h t  wi th  goodwill  and bourgeois decency. On t he  con-  
t r a r y ,  they a r e  extremely s c e p t i c a l ,  c r i t i c a l  and pes-  
s imis  t i c .  "G2 

In Cuba t h e  i n t e l l e c t u e l s  were of  paramount importance i n  

both of t h e  twent ie th  cen tu ry  r evo lu t ions  of 1933 and 1959. 

The s t u d e n t  d i r e c t o r a t e ,  a c t i n g  v i t b  t he  se rgean t s ,  over threw 

Machado i n  Sep temher 19 33, The s h o r t  - l ived government which 

ensued was descr ibed  by an American observer :  "The c i v i l  

government was c o n t r o l l e d  by a  group of ' r evo lu t iona ry t  i n t e l -  

l e c  t u a l s  , backed p r i n c i p a l l y  by u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  . "63 In 

1953 t h e  Koncada Barracks a t t a c k  which gave b i r t h  t c  t h e  

J u l y  26th Movement ( t h e  d a t e  of t h e  a t t a c k )  was l a r g e l y  s t u -  

d e n t  o r  ex-student- led ard manned. I n t e l l e c t u a l s  continued t o  

p l a y  a prominent r o l e  i n  the  movement. Jose  Mart i ,  an ex?.mple 

of t h e  La t in  An~ei-ican y e n s a d ( ~ 2  par  excel lence,  was t h e  prime 

f i g i r e  i n  organiz ing  the  1395 Par of Lndepexlence a g a i n s t  

Spain. 

We should perhaps d e a l  with what we could c a l l  t he  

conspi rzcy  sctiool approach t o  na t iona l i sm aucl conuiunisn, 



t y p i f i c d  i n  t h i s  quo ta t ion  from Arthur  P. Whittalcer's 

National i.sm i n  L i t i n  America. 

"With the  t h i r d  important  change i n  t he  c h a r a c t e r  of  
La t in  American na t iona l i sm we e n t e r  upon the  penul-  
t imate  phase of i t s  development t o  thv p r e s e n t  time. 
As descr ibed  by Victor  Alba t h i s  change began i n  t h e  
19304 under communist i n f luence  and cons i s t ed  i n  t he  
emergence of a  new type of  La t in  American na t iona l i sm 
which was 'nega t ive ,  c h a u v i n i s t i c ,  s t e r i l e  and i s o l a -  
t i o n i s t ' .  In  the  minds of i t s  communist i n s t i g a t o r s  
t h i s  new na t iona l i sm was a weapon of p o l i t i c a l - c u l t u r z l  
warfare:  i t  was dt signed t o  d i v i d e  L a t i n  Amc,cica from 
t h e  United S t a t e s  and the  r e s t  o f  t h e  Wester'l world 
and t o  f a c i l i t a t e  Communist p e n e t r a t i o n  of L a t i n  
America by caus ing  d i sco rd  and c r e a t i n g  confusion among 
i t s  people.  In fu r the rance  of t h i s  purpose the  Com- 
munis t c o n s p i r a t o r s  used La t in  American i n t e l l e c t u a l s  
a s  t h e i r  c a t s '  paws propagat ing  subvers ive  ideas .  
They d i spa ragd  every th ing  t h a t  tended t o  u n i t e  t h e  
La t in  American< wi th  one another  a s  w e l l  a s  wi th  the  
United S t a t e s  and Europe. To t h i s  end they formulated 
a narrow na t iona l i sm by p l ay ing  up the  g l o r i e s  of each 
n a t i o n a l  c u l t u r e  i n  La t in  America."64 

That f o r e i g n  covmunist p a r t i e s  have been s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  

d i c t a t e s  of t h e  perceived i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  USSR i s  no t  a t  

i s s u e .  However, i t  should be pointed ou t  t h a t  communist p a r t i e s  

t o  be s u c c e s s f u l  must become ident iEied  wi th  n a t i o n a l i s t  goa l s ,  

and t h a t  i n  L a t i n  America it i s  n o t  necessary  t o  "sow d i sco rd"  

o r  "crea te  d isuni ty" .  It a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  a s  a n  observable  

f a c t .  Anti-Americanism i s  another  s o c i a l  f a c t .  J O ~  

F igueres ,  ex-Pres ident  of Costa Rica, explained be fo re  a 

Congressional  Committee why Nixon was s p a t  upon i n  Venezuela. 

"People cannot  s p i t  u p 0 3  a  f o r e i g n  po l i cy ,  which i s  what they 



wanted t o  do - i must exp1aj.n t h a t  t he  art of s p i t t i n g ,  vulgar  

though j t  i s ,  i s  without  s u b s t i t u t e  j.n our language f o r  exr2res- 

s i n g  c e r t a i n  emotio;ns. "65 Figueses went on t o  recount  t h e  

customary complaints of economic exp1.oitation and United 

S t a t e s  ' suppor t  f o r  d i c t a t o r s h i p s .  F i n a l l y ,  s i n c e  the  i n t e l -  

l e c t u a l s  e r e  t he  f i r s t  group exposed t o  na t iona l i sm and i t s  

tcos t a r t i c u l a t e  exponents, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  being lead ing 

f i g u r e s  i n  t he  communist p a r t i e s ,  one can ha rd ly  d e s c r i b e  them 

a s  c a t s '  paws. 

C o m n i s  t P a r t i e s  a r e  oilly succes s fu l  t o  tile e x t e n t  

t h a t  they can  provide or  seem t o  provide an answer t o  f e l t  

s o c i a l  p r c b l m s .  To t h e  e x t e n t  t h c t  t h e i r  policies c r e  d i c -  

t a t ed  by non-natj.onal cons ide ra t ions  they w i l l  be hadicappec'i 

i n  ga in ing  suppor t .  

Chalmei s Johnson found t h a t  i n  China, i ~ r ~ t i o n a l i s m  and 

comn~ui:ism bccziile linked, and t h a t  the  Comaunis t Pa r ty  gained i t s  

g r e z t e s  t mass scippor t i n  the  a n t i  -3apanes e war, provid ilig i n  

many c r e a s  of  t he  count ry  the  only e f f e c t i v e  o rgan iza t ion  

through which r e s i s t a n c e  t o  Japan was p o s s i b l e ,  Repression 

by t h e  Japanese merely increased Comxnis t suppor t ,  "Peasants 

who srirvived the  moppiilg-up campaigns were forced t o  conclude 

t h a t  t:lieir only hope l a y  i n  r e s i s t a n c e ,  and the  c o ~ m u n i s t s  



were widely regarded a s  t he  mos's competent organ-i.zers of r2si.s - 
tance.  "6G I n  Cuba Cas t r o t s  movement never underwent the  process  

of 'people w a r '  bu t  i t  d id ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Or ien te ,  provide t h e -  

most e f f c c t i v c  instrument  of r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  B a t j s t a  a.cd 

Kolando Masferrer  's mercen3 r y  army. 

Another p o i n t  made by Johnson can  a l s o  be f r u i t f u l l y  ap -  

p l i e d  t o  Cuba. In dea l ing  wi th  the  zcceptance of the  leg i t imacy 

of Naots  government by the  Chinese masses he w r i t e s ,  "The 

pezsan t s  d id  n o t  ques t ion  the  n a t u r e  o'f t h e i r  pos t  w a r  

government beciiuse the  ccmnlnis t p a r t y  had achieved no t  only 

power b u t  a l s o  a u t h o r i t y  - i t s  new record nade i t s  c o m u n i s t  

ideology l e g i t i m a t e e U 6 7  Castro and the  26th movenent had 

a l s o  demonstrated t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s  i n  r o u t i n g  E a t i s t a .  With 

regard  t o  t he  quest ioi l  of ideology, i t  i s  u s e f u l  t o  rernernber 

t h a t  dur ing  t h e  course  of t he  war, w2lile t he  Chinese Comrrmnist 

Pa r ty  presented i t s  broad ve r s ion  of soc i e ty ,  i t  d id  no t  

t ake  g r e a t  a c t i o n  on its s p e c i f i c  poj-nts,  si.nce t h i s  would 

have al-ienated some s e c t i o n s  of i t s  "united front" .  I h i l e  

Cas t ro  undoubtly presented a  l e s s  c l e a r  p i c t u r e ,  i t  can be 

argued t h a t  hc  d id  a t  l e a s t  g ive  some idea  o f  the  new soc re ty  

he envisioned.  He di.d t h i s  by press  con tac t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

k i t h  h e r  icari r e p o r t e r s ,  and i n  Cuba t h r o ~ ~ g h  the  c i r c u l a t i o n  

of t h e  His tory- W i l l  Absolce >Xc speech and t h e  r e b e l  news- - "--------- 
/ 



papers  which cmcrgcd i r r e g u l a r l y  from the  g u e r i l l a  f r o n t s  an.. 

c i v i c  r e s i s t a n c e  movements. 

In  h i s  t r i a l  speech Castro made a  number of s ta tements  

concerning h i s  s o c i a l  po l i cy .  He promised a  r e t u r n  t o  t he  

r a d i c a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of 1940, land d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  p r o f i t  s h a r -  

i ng  schemes, p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  smal l  sugar  p l a n t e r s ,  n a t i o n a l i z a -  

t i o n  of  t h e  te lephone and u t i l i t i e s  i n d u s t r i e s ,  f u l l  

employment and improved housing.68 Cas t ro  d id  n o t  s t a t e  t h a t  

he was a s o c i a l i s t ,  b u t  i t  was c l e a r . f r o m  any reading  of h i s  

speech t h a t  he intended d r a s t i c  s o c i a l  t ransformat ion  and 

t h a t  he d i d  n o t  r e l y  on f o r e i g n  companies o r  n a t i v e  c a p i t a l i s t s  

t o  accomplish t h i s .  He a t t acked  both f o r e i g n  ownership and 

the  cap-  t a l i s  t approach t o  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .  69 Cas t r o  a l s o  

indict. ted h i s  suppor t  f o r  t h e  Bol iv ian  rc - .  . l u t i o n  an:? f o r  a l l  

p rog res s ive  s t r u r z l e s  i n  La t in  America.70 

The w r i t e r  had the  opportunity t o  read some of t h e  r e b e l  

p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  t he  a r ch ives  of t he  Nat iona l  Un ive r s i t y  of 

Havana. A l a r g e  p a r t  of t h e  newspapers - g e n e r a l l y  d u p l i -  

ca ted  and only four  s i d e s  i n  length  - was devoted t o  r e -  

count ing  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of t he  g u e r i l l a  army and a sk ing  f o r  

suppor t .  A n  undated i s s u e  of t he  S i e r r a  Maestra from Cama- 

guey dec lared  a boycot t  of 411 B r i t i s h  goods a f t e r  t he  s a l e  
# 



of e leven  S p i t f i r e  a i r c r a f t  t o  B a t i s t a .  The Las V i l l a s '  S i e r r a  

Maes tr a on November 17, 1958 urged shopkeepers t o  cance l  buying 

o rde r s  a s  a means of weakening the  government. 

The papers  d id ,  however, g ive  some evidence of what the  

r e b e l  army intended t o  do when i n  power. The n a t i o x l  e d i t i o n  

of  t h e  S i e r r a  Maestra of December 1958, i n  an  a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  

Message t o  t h e  Man of t he  F i e l d ,  thanked the  peasan t s  f o r  sup- 

p o r t i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  

"Your c h i l d r e n ,  your b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s ,  and your 
r e l a t i v e s  have supported t h e  ranks  of t h e  Revolut ionary 
Army and have given t h e i r  blood generously f o r  l i b e r t y  - 
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  wants you and your b r o t h e r s  t o  l e a r n  t o  
t h ink  f o r  yourse lves .  Because of t h i s  i t  wants you t o  
have schools ,  so  t h a t  your c h i l d r e n  and you l e a r n  t o  
read and w r i t e  and th ink  and l i v e  a b e t t e r  l i f e .  The 
r e v o l u t i o n  wants you t o  have s e c u r i t y  of tenure  i n  
your house and i n  your job. Because of t h i s  i t  r e -  
cognizes  your r i g h t  t o  t he  land t h a t  you c u l t i v a t e .  
It wants you t o  have good h e a l t h  and count  on the  pro-  
t e c t i o n  of t he  l a w . "  

The same i s s u e  a l s o  gave d e t a i l s  of "Ley No.3" from the  

"Terr i t o r i o  Libre  d e  Cuba" ( t h e  t e r r i t o r y  under r e b e l  army 

c o n t r o l )  which gave t o  t he  smal l  peasants  t h e  land they c u l -  

t i v a t e d .  The paper a l s o  urged the  formation of  buying, s e l -  

l i n g  and producing coopera t ives  on the  lands they would own. 

To avoid any confus ion  i t  should be s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  most ca ses  

t he  peasants  c u l t i v a t i n g  t h i s  land subsequent ly rece ived  

/ 



ownership  and were o rgan ized  a f  t e r  t h e  r e v o l ~ r  t i o n  I n  A. N.A. P. 

( N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Small  Farmers) .  I was a s s u r e d  t h a t  

t h e  A s ~ o c l ~ ~ t i o n  made no a t t e m p t  t o  f o r c e  p e a s a n t s  t o  s e l l  t h e i r  

land b u t  provided s t i m u l a n t s  t o  c o o p e r a t i v e  o p e r a t i o n  and bought 

t h e  land o f  t h o s e  who no longer  wished t o  work i t  ( f o r  example, 

t h e  o l d ) ,  o r  r e c e i v e d  i t  on t h e  d e a t h  of i t s  owners.  

I n  Las Villas, Raul C a s t r o  formed c o l l e c t i v e  farms i n  t h e  

a r e a s  under  h i s  c o n t r o l .  

F i d e l  Cas t r o  may have been many t h i n g s  t o  many men b u t  

i t  should n o t  have been t o o  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  anyone t o  s e e  t h a t  

h i s  p r o p o s a l s  impl ied  a r a d i c a l  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  s o c i e t y .  

Indeed perhaps  a n  example of t h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  was t h e  o ld  

s t y l e  p o l i t i c i a n s  i n  t h e  A u t e n t i c o  p a r t y ,  who, d i s t r u s t f u l  

o f  C a s t r o ,  k e p t  arms i n  Havana i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  p u l l i n g  o f f  

a coup r a t h e r  t h a n  send ing  them t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Maes t r a .  

Rober t  Taber,  who p r o v i d e s  t h e  most thorough a c c o u n t  of 

t h e  development and t a c  t i c s  o f  t h e  M26 movement, r e c o ~  d s  t h a t  

h e  w r o t e  i n  h i s  notebook on March 2, 1957: 



"With r e g a r d  t o  B a t i s  t a t s  o p p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  U, S. embassy 
i n  Havana f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  o p p o s i t i c ~ n L s  ts  are d i v i d e d  
arnong themselves  p r i n c i p a l l y  by f e a r  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  
demands t h a t  F i d e l  C a s t r o  might  make wcre h e  t o  emzrge * as t h e  h e r o  o f  a popula r  r e v o l u t i o n .  They d o n ' t  want 
him on t h e i r  team; they f e e l  h e ' s  t o o  young, f i e r y ,  
m ~ l i t a r i s t i c ,  an t i -Yanqui ;  i n  t h e i r  op in ion ,  a p o t e n -  
t i a ~ q i s t a t o r  tgorse than  t h e  p r e s e n t  one.  "71 

- &  

In a d d i t i o n ,  l i k e  Mao, Cas t r o  ach ieved  n o t  o n l y  power b u t  

. a l s o  a u t h o r i t y ,  and t h a t  h i s  movement c l e a r l y  u t i l i z e d ,  and 

i d e n t i f i e d  i t s e l f  w i t h  Cuban n a t i o n a l i s m  and ant i -Americanism.  

It i s  a l s o  useful .  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  between communism a s  t h e  
I 

i d e o l o g y  of Colnmunist p a r t i e s  and Narxism as a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  

o f  t h e  n a t u r e  of a s o c i e t y ,  a t h e o r y  o f  a c t i o n  and a p r e d i c -  

t i o n  o f  change.  In f a c t  i n  Cuba, w!iile t h e  Coumiinist P a r t y  

played s r o l e  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s ,  i t  i s  a r g u a b i e  

-- 
-a, , i , , /that t h e  t u r n  t o  ' ~ a r x i s m - L e n i n i s d  was d i c t a t e d  more by der~aucls 
- - .  - - 2 f o r  independelic e an3 e q u a l i t y  than  by any mach ina t ions  o f  t h e  

- 
, Cuban Communist P a r t y .  

- \ 

Oile f i n a l  p o i n t  should  be made r e g a r d i n g  n a t i o n a l i s m .  

That  i s  t h a t  i t s  s ig i l i - f i cance  i s  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  p r e -  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p e r i o d  o r  t o  t h e  questi.011 of  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  

of t h e  o ld  s o c i e t y .  It i s  a l s o  impor tan t  i n  b u i l d i n g  t h e  



new. Naszer i s  a b l e  t o  a l l a y  in te rna l .  c o n f l i c t  by focusin8 

(' 11 
011 Z i o n i s t  q g r e s s i o n .  Ccs t ro  i s  ab lc  t o  s t r eng then  h i s  hand 

and- s i l e n c e  h i s  oppocents by c a l l i n g  f o r  u n i t y  I n  t he  f a c e  

of  imperial ism o r  by i d e n t i f y i n g  h i s  opponents with the  i n t e r -  

e s t s  of t he  f o r e i g n  power, Joa.9 Robinso? n o t e d ' i n  1965: 

"The 64 d o l l a r  ques t ion  t h a t  v i s i t o r s  re turned  from 
Cuba a r e  asked i s  always: Does F i d e l  Cas t ro  s t i l l  
corrm~nd t h e  loycl.lty of tile Cuban peoplz? The s h o r t -  
e s t  answer seeas t o  be: yes,  he does and, i f  he d id  
no t ,  P re s iden t  Johnson i s  making s u r e  t h a t  he  would."72 



Most w r i t e r s  who have d i s c u s s e d  t h e  Cuban R e v o l u t i o n  of 1359 

Iteve c o n c e n t r a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  modern pc?riod of  Cuban h i s t o r y .  

The r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  been viewed and i n t e r p r e t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  s i t u q t i o n  

i n  Cuba i n  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s .  

T h i s  w r i t e r  i s  of t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a more comprehensive 

i viewpoin t  can be ga ined  by l o o k i n g  a t  1959 a s  t h e  c u l m i a a t ' o n  of  
I t 

a h i s t c r i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  a p r o c e s s  which was much d i f f e r e a t  i n  Cuba 

f rom t h a t  i n  o t h e r  La t i n  Ameri.can c o u n t r i e s .  

l 

a .  THECONQUEST 

Co1wnb.u~ d i s c o v e r e d  Cuba i n  1432, a d ,  f i n d i n g  l i t t l e  r e a d y  

w e a l t h ,  rnoved on. I n  1510, Diego Velasquez was c o ~ x n i s s i o n e d  t o  

conquer  and s e t t l e  t h i s  i s l a n d .  1 

~ c l a s q u e z '  a r r i v a l  i n  1511 was met w i t h  immediate o p p o s i t i o n  

f rom t h e  n a t i v e  I n d i a n  p o p ~ l . l a t i o n .  This o p p o s i t i o n  was l e d  by 

Hatuey,  a  n a t i v e  c h i e E  f r o n  t h e  i s l a n d  of  Guahaba (Gonzve, o f f  

H a j t i ) .  Hatuey warned t h e  Cuban I n d i a n s  of  t h e  b r u t a l L t y  of  t h e  

S p a ~ i s h  c o l o n i a a c  and advlsecl  them t h a t  r a t h e r  thali  t:el.con~ t h e  

S p ~ n i s h  - a s  had t h e  Ind iana  of  H i s p a n i o l a  - t h e y  shou1.d r e s i s t .  

d 



Ratuey Led r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  Span i sh  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  end o f  

t h e  i s l a n d  ( O r i e n t e  Provincc)  . I n  t h e  f s c e  of t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  

of t h e  Spanish  f o r c e s  he  r e s o r t e d  to  g , u e r i l l a  t a c t i c s  b u t  was 

b e t r a y e d  end c a p t u r e d  i n  February  1512 n ~ ~ d  burned t o  d e a t h  a t  

t h e  s t a k e .  

The I n d i a n s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  r e s i s t  h u t  t h e  S p a n i a r d s ,  pushir .g  

westwards ,  e i t h e r  k i l l e d  o r  e n s l a v e d  t h e  n a t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Span i sh  b r u t a l i t y ,  t h e  burden of  working i n  t h e  mines,  rcalnil- 

t r i t i c n ,  and d i s e a s e ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  r a p i d  e x t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  

t h e  I n d i a n  p o p u l a t i o n .  

Tine s u p p l y  o f  go ld  i n  Cuba was r a p i d l y  exhaus ted  aild many 

o f  t h e  c o r ~ q u i s t - a d o r s  moved on t o  t h e  r i c h e r  promise  o f  Pfexico 

and Peru .  2  

Economic d c v e l o p m n t  fox- t h e  f i r s t  two hundred y e a r s  was 

s low.  Havana becane  a n  impor tan t  p o r t  i n  t h e  t r a d e  between 

Spa in  and t h e  ~nainlclnd c o l m i e s ,  b u t  was s u b j e c t  t o  c o n s t a n t  

a t t a c k s  by S p a j n ' s  enemies - France ,  England and Hol land.  

H e a v i l y  t a x z d  by  t h e  church  and t h e  crown, t h e  i s l a n d ' e  e c o n c -  

mic groi i th  was r e t a r d e d . 3  

The c a t t l e  i n d u s t r y  developed most r a p i d i y  s i n c e  i t  r e -  

+ 



q u i r e d  l i t t l e  l a b o u r  and was f a c i l i t a t e d  by ex t remely  l a r g e  g r a n t s  

t o  t h e  mnre powerful  o f  t h e  c o n q u i s t a d o r s .  4 

The f l r s t  major i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  s l a v e s  took p l a c e  i n  

1524 rind t h e  f i r s t  s:lave r e v c l t  i n  1533.5 The r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  

e a r l y  i n t r o d u c t i c n  o f  s l a v e s  l a y  i n  t h e  r a p i d  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  na -  , 
t i v e  p o p u l a t i o n  and t h e  need t o  f i n d  an  a l t e r n a t i v e  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  

There was no g r e e t  i n f l u x  of new migran t s  from Spain  and i n  any  

c a s e  new immigrants would move t o  e s t a b l i s h  independent  farms 

w h i l e  l a n d  ~ 7 a s  s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e . 6  S ince  t h e  c o n q u i s t a d o r s  were 

l o a t h e  t o  work themselves  and sought  t o  maximize t h e i r  p r o f i t s ,  

t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  was q u i t e  l o g i c a l .  

Because economic growth was slow, s o  was i:hc import  o f  

s l a v e s .  Guerra y  Sanchez, a  Cuban m i t c r , h a s  argued t h a t  t h i s  

a l lowed Cuba t o  develop a n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  baaed on a  l a r g e  

number o f  s m a l l  and independent  p roducers .  While o t h e r  L a t i n  

American and Car ibbean c o u n t r i e s  r a p i d l y  moved t o  a n  e x t e n s i v e  

p l a n t a t i o n  sys tem which t u r n e d  them i n t o  one huge l a t i f u n d i o ,  

~ u b a ' s  s l ~ i ~  growth a l l o v c d  a more ba lanced  development of i t s  s o c -  

i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  l % i s  development was t o  b e  l a t e r  thwar ted  by t h e  

r a p i d  growth o f  t h e  sugar  i n d u s t r y  and p l e n t a t i o n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  7 

During t h e  f i r s t :  two hundred y e a r s  o f  s e t t l e i n 2 n t  Cuba 

4 



f u n c t i o n e d  p r i m a r i l y  a s  a  supp ly  s t a 2 i . m  f o r  s h i p s  en r o u t e  

between Spain  and t h e  mainland c o 1 o n i . e ~ .  Hovever , t h e  g r a d u a l  

developntent of ~ u b a ' s  a g r i c u l t u r e  i r id ica ted  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

w e a l t h  o f  t h e  colony.  

b. ECONOPXC 1)EVEI;OFfiENT I N  TlIE 18TH AND 19TX CENTURIES 

A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  1 8 t h  c e n t u r y  a number o f  s e t t l e -  

ments were developed i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  The major 

p r o d u c t s  were c a t t l e ,  s a g e r  and tobacco.  I n t e r i o r  development 

was a  n a t u r a l  r e s u l t  of  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  f u r t k e r  a v a i l a b l e  l a n d  

i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  a r e a s .  Y'he w e s t e r n  zones were  t h e  iFrs t  t o  be  

c o l o n i z e d ;  t h e  c e n t r a l  and e a s t e r n  zones  remained s c a r c e l y  

c o l o n i z e d  u i l t j l  t h e  end of t h e  1 8 t h  c m t u r y . 8  

The o r i g i n e l  l a r g e  c a t t l e  l a t i f u n d i a  were s t ibdivided a s  t h e y  

were  c o l o n i z e d  f o r  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  cane  and cacao .  Tne i n -  

c r e a s i n g  dernand f o r  l and  brought  t h e  c a t t l e  r a n c h e r s  and s u z a r  

p l a n t e r s  i n t o  cppos i f - ion  w i t h  t h e  s m a l l  tobacco p l a n t e r s ,  r2ny  

of whom l o s t  t h e i r  l a n d  a s  s u g a r  p r o d ~ c t i o i ~  deve lopcd .3  

Sugar p r o d u c t i o n  i n  Cllba s t a r t e d  i n  e a r n e s t  around 1590, 

f i n a ~ c e d  by Crown l o a n s .  Expansion was s t jmulatecl  by t h e  decl-inc 

i n  s u g a r  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  A n t i l l e s . 1 0  
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O v e r a l l  e c o n o d c  growth was hampered by S p a i n ' s  r o s t r i c " '  2-ve 

c0mrne.r-cia1 p o l i c i e s .  Chroni:: f  i m n c i d  problems i n  t he  metl-opo- 

1i.s meant t h a t  Spair, had t o  e x t r a c t  a p a r t i c u l a r i l y  heavy p r o f i t  

from i t s  c o l o n i e s ,  w h i l e  s j . a u l t a n e o u s l y  i t s  d e c l i n i n g  power 

meant t h a t  i l l  soire c a s e s  i t  was n o t  even a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  s u f -  

f i c i e n t  s h i p s  f o r  i t s  m o n o p o l i s t i c  t r a d e .  In  a d d i t i o n ,  Spanish 

c o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ r c i a l  groups  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  t r a d e  w i t h  Veracruz t o  t h e  

d e t r i m e n t  o f  o t h e r  c o l o n i e s .  Even t h i s  t r a d e  was c u r t a i l e d  by 

t h e  Span ish  merchants '  d e s i r e  t o  keep p r i c e s  h i g h  by n a i n t a i n i n g  

~ c a ~ c i t y .  11 

The m o n o p o l i s t i c  c o n t r o l s  e x e r c i s e d  over  t h e  tobacco grow- 

e r s  ( ~ e ~ u e r n s )  r e s u l t e d  i n  open r e v o l t  i n  1717, 1720 and 

1723.12 

In  Spajn  t h e  gro?th o c  c a p i t a l i s m  produced an incneac,cd 

i n t e r e s t  i n  col.oriia1 1.roduct.s and a t t e m p t s  wcrc made t o  ta!ce t h e  

moncpoly of c o l o n i a l .  t r a d e  o u t  of t h e  hncds of Cadiz 2nd 

S e v i l l e . 1 3  

Four addific.i:a•÷. f a c t o r s  s t i m u l z ? c d  r z p i d  devclopmcnt i n  
i .  

Cuba. IR 1 9 h e  B r i t i s h  occupied Havana, a1lo:;ing u n r e s t r T c t c d  iipi 
s h i p .  In r e m r n  t hey  tonk Sack t o  Europe I!nvana c i g a r s ,  soon t o  



become t h e  i s l a n d ' s  most fanled e x p o r t .  The Span i sh  r e g a i n e d  con- 

t r o l  i n  1763 b u t  were unab le  t o  a p p l y  t h e  o l d  r e s t r i c t i v e  po1. icf .e~ - 

t r a d e  was now al lowed between a v a r i s t y  oE Cuban and Span i sh  p o r t s  

and w i t h  t h e  Erif- ish North Amer icas ,  a l e  American R e v o l u t i o n ,  1776 - 

1783, i n c r e a s e d  t h e  demand f o r  Cuban p~:.oducts. 

The f  i n a  1 and p robab ly  mast i n p o r t a n t  s t  iniulus 

t o  Cuban development was t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  compet ing c o u n t r i e s .  

San to  Domingo, which had reached  a h i g h  p o i n t  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  

1789, r a p i d l y  c e a s e d  t o  b e  a major s u g a r  p r o d u c e r .  The s l a v e  r c -  

v o l t s ,  l e d  i n i t i a l l y  by T o u s s a i n t  l ' O u v e r t u r e ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

d e s t r u c t i o n  of  most o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  c rops .14  The B r i t i s l l  West 

I n d i e s  were a l s o  d e c l i n i n g ,  a d e c l i n e  which was speeded by Cuban 

competition and by t h e  a t t a c k s  o f  B r i t i s h  f r e e  t r a d e r s  on t h e  

t r a d i n g  p r i v i l e g e s  of t h e  West I n d i e s . 1 5  

The r a t e  o f  grcxath i n  t h e  Cuban economy can  be  gauged from 

the  f o l l o w i n g  f i g u r e s .  I n  1765, s i x  s h i p s  were engaged 3.n t h e  t r a d e  

b2tween Spa in  and Cuba. Ry 1778 t h e  number had grown t o  t w o  hvn- 

d r e d .  The i n c r e a s e  i n  s u g a r  p r o d u c t i o n  was t h e  n;ost spec tacu l . a r .  

I n  1763 e x p o r t s  were  l e s s  t h a n  21,000 a r r o b a s  p e r  annu2 ( t h e  

a r r o b a  i s  25.35 pounds).  By 1841, e x p o r t s  were n e a r l y  t h i r t e c i ~  

m i l l i o n  n r r o b a s . 1 6  

A 



The l a t e  18 th  cen tu ry  a l s o  snw t h e  deve lopmnt  of c o f f e e  p ro-  

duc t ion .  l 'h is  t o o  was s t imu la t ed  by the  Ha i t i an  r e v o l u t i o n  

which had e l imina ted  Ha i t i an  c o f f e e  f r ~ m  t h e  world market.17 

This  r a p i d  econcmic growth was matched by a  r a p i d  growth 

i n  popula t ion .  Popula t ion  i n  1774 s tood  a t  172,000 - i nc lud ing  

76,000 co loured ,  of whom 44,000 were s l aves .18  Many of  t h e s e  s l evea  

were new a r r i v a l s  - 10,000 had bcen imported i n  the n ine  months 

of B r i t i s h  r u l e . 1 9  By 1817, popula t ion  had r i s e n  t o  631,000, 

t h e  m a j o r i t y  of whom, by t h a t  t ime, were b l ack ,  t h a t  i s  t o  say, 

340,000, compared t o  291,000 white .20 Between 1792 and 1821, over 

250,000 Negroes en t e r ed  Havana and a n  a d d i t i o n a l  G O Y C O O  en t e r ed  

Cuba through o t h e r  p o r t s .  One w r i t e r  co~men ted ,  ". . . a l l  l a r g e  

f o r t u n e s  e x i s t i n g  i n  Mavana were made by t r a d i n g  i n  human 

f l e s h .  "21 

l'he a d d i t i o n a l  wh i t e  popula t ion  was drawn from both Spain 

and t h e  l o y a l i s t  popul.ation of t h e  m a i n l x d  co1on;es (20,000).  

T h i r t y  thousand emigres a r r i v e d  from H a i t i .  2 2  Thc s o c i a l  com- 

p o s i t i o n  of t h e  i s l a n d  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  s i g n i f c c a n t  i n  understanding 

why Cuba d i d  not: f i g h t  For iridepcndence v i t h  t h s  mainland colon-  

i e s .  

d 

The Haitizii: emigres were quick t o  worn t h c  Crcoles  and  



PenFnsu la res  o f  t h e  d;:ngers of s l a v e  r e v o l t ,  w h i l e  t h e  l o y a l i s t s ,  

' I . .  . were u s u a l l y  more a r d e n t  i n  t h e i r  support: o f  r o y a l  a u t h o r i t y  

t h a n  t h e  peninsul_ar  S p s n i a r d s  themsc1.ves. "23 

F 

Cuba's l a t e  development meant t h e t  a t  a  t ime  w5en t h e  r e s t  

o f  t h e  c o r ? t i u e n t  was i n  r e v o l t ,  Cuba remained r e l a t i v e 1 . y  Feace- 

f u l .  The m a j o r i t y  of t h e  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  were n o t  Cuban born,  w h i l e  

t h e  s p e c t r e  of H a i t i  haunted t h o s e  who might o t h e r w i s e  have t u r n -  

ed t o  r e v o l u t f o n .  24 This  i s  of  c r u c i a l  impor.tance, f o r  Cuba's  

b a t t l e  f o r  independence was t o  merge w i t h  U ~ ~ i t e d  S t s t e s  expansion-  

ism and t o  s h ~ p e  t h e  whole c o u r s e  o f  Cuban h i s t o r y .  Durlng t h e  

1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  l o c a l  o l i g a r c h t e s  were e s t a b l i s h i c g  t h e i r  power 

i n  o t h e r  L a t i n  American counti:ies, b u t  i n  Cuba, Spain  s t i , l l  

r u l e d .  The s t r u g g l e s  f o r  indepcndcnce which o c c u r r e d  i n  t h c  

e a r l y  19thccnrsrry c o n s t i t h t e d  a f a r  more e l i t i s t  a f f a i r  t h a n  C L I ~ C I ' S  

Ten Year War o r  t h e  subsequent  War of Independence.  It w i l l  

become c l e a r  when we a n a l y s e  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  Cuban independence 

movement t h a t  i t  was v e r y  d i f e r e n t  fro171 t h e  l a n d l m d - l e d  and 

c o n t r o l l e d  i~x lcpendence  movcmcnts on -the mainland c o l o n i e s .  F ron  

t i le o u t s e t ,  thc  gcrrns o f  socia!. r e v o l u t i o n  were p r e s e n t  ir.  Cuba, 

w h i l e  th roughout  t h e  r e s t  of L a t i n  America, t e n  y e a s  of w a r  had 

f a i l e d  t o  r a d i c a l i z e  t h e  independence moven~czts o r  shake t h e  con-  

t r o l  o f  t h e  l z - ~ d - o ~ n ~ l n g  o l i g z r c h y  .25  

A 

We shoulc? not  c o ~ w l u d e  ?rom t h e  f o r e g o i n g  t h a t  Cuba i r r  t h e  



e a r l y  1 9 t h  ccn tc ry  E n s  a  rnodcl of s o c i a l  t r a n q u i l l i t y .  The 

e v e n t s  i n  ne ighbour ing  c o l o n i e s  i n e v i t a b l y  had a n  e f f e c t  on 

Cuba, where t h e  q u e s t i o n  of independence was now a t  l e a s t  a 

m a t t e r  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  - a d i s c u s s i o n  i i l e v i t a b l y  l i n k c d  t o  t h e  

q n e s t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y . 2 6  

I n  1732 and 1733, s l a v e  u p r i s i n g s  o c c u r r e d  on sugar  

p l a n t a t i o n s  around Havana, P u e r t o  P r i n c i p e  and T r i n i d a d .  I n  

1795 a  r e v o l t  l e d  by a f r e e  Negro, Nico las  FtoraLes, swept t h e  

e a s t e r n  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  i s l a n d . 2 7  The r e b e l s  demanded e q t i a l l t y  b e t -  

ween b l a c k s  and w h i t e s  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  l a n d  t o  t h e  poor.  Of 

f a r  more s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a n  t h e  demands was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  m i t e d  

t h e  poor ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  c o l o u r .  Zn t h i s  u n i t y  wc can s e e  t h e  

s e c d s  o f  t h e  f o r c e  which was t o  form t h e  independevce move- 

ment. The poor w h i t e s  found i n  t h e  s l a v e  socLe ty  l i t t l e  hope 

f o r  p r o g r e s s ,  and depr ived o f  l and  by t h e  g rov ing  p l a r , t a t i o n s  

and of manual work by t h e  use  of s l a v e s ,  t h e y  had l i t t l e  r e a s o n  

t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  t h e  r u l i n g  groups .27 

While t h e  upper c l a s s  was u n i t e d  i n  i t z  d c s i r e s  t o  r e t a i n  

s l a v e r y ,  i t  was d i v i d e d  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  between t h e  Creo l2s  - 

p r i n c i p a l l y  Cubans o f  Spanish d e s c c n t ,  and t h e  F e n i n s u l a r e s  - 
Spclniards o f t e n  s e s i d e n t  i n  Cuba f o r  o n l y  a  s h o r t  p e r j o d .  The 

upper c l a s s  C r e o l e s  were mainly  l andouners  w h i l e  t h e  Penin-  

s u l ~ r e s  h c l a  a 1r3nopoly of t r a d e .  T he n a t i v e  Creo les  d e s i r e d  

t o  i n s t i t u t e  Lr.n?r wLth a l l  c o w i t ~ i e s  and g a i n  a v o i c e  i n  



p o l i t i c a l .  a f f a i r s  e i t h e r  by t h e  g r a n t i n g  by Spain  of autonomy, 

o r  by a s s i m i l a t i o i i .  That i s ,  t h e y  d e s i r e d  a s i t u a t i o n  whereby 

Cuba'would be t r e a t e d  a s  a Spanish p rov ince .29  For some Cubsn 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and s t u d e n t s ,  Cuban independence was a m a t t e r  o f  l i f e  

and d e a t h  and i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e y  were t o  p l a y  

a major r o l e  i n  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h a t  independence.30 

The Cubans were success fu l .  i n  g a i n i n g  sm!e c o n c e s s i o n s  from 

Spain .  I n  1817 t h e  tobacco monopoly was ended and i n  1818 t h e y  

were g iven  permiss ion  t o  t r a d e  under heavy d u t i e s  w i t h  a l l  n a t i o n s .  

I t i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  Spanish a l s o  ended t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e ,  by d e c r e e ,  

i n  1817, b u t  t h e  s l a v e  owners were s u r e  t h a t  t h e  d e c r e c  cou ld  be 

c i rcumvented.  31 

The re fo rms  d i d  n o t  s a t i s f y  a l l  Cubans and betwzen 1829 and 

1830 a g r e a t  d e a l  of c o n s p i r a t o r i a l  act5vi.W took p l a c e  concern-  

i n g  t h e  demand f o r  Cuban independence.  The most famous movenent 

was t h e  S o l e s  y Rayos de B o l i v a r  o r  t h e  Suns and Rays o f  Bol ivor  

s e t  up by J o s e  F r a n c i s c o  T,cmus, a i m t i v e  C ~ b a i l  who had se rved  a s  

c o l o n e l  i n  t h e  Colombian army. It i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  u o t e  t h a t  

h e  d i r e c t e d  most of h i s  propaganda t o  poor  vhi . tes  and s t u d e n t s ,  

u r g i n g  them t o  u n i t e  w i t h  t h e  Negroes t o  f i g h t  f o r  independence.  
A 

He a l s o  r e u - ~ i t e d  f r e e  Negroes w i t h  t h e  mov~n!c;nt and advocated 

t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y .  



The conspi racy  r a p i d l y  spread ,  r e l y i n g  on t h e  suppor t  Lemus 

had looked f o r ,  bu t  was pu t  down by t h e  Spanish.32 

The next  major conspi racy  became known a s  La Esca le ra .33  

It was d i scovered  i n  1844 i n  Matanzas. Tlw goal  of t h e  conspi racy  

was t o  launch a  r e v o l u t i o n  aimed a t  ga in ing  e q u a l i t y  f o r  b l acks  and 

wh i t e s .  The d i scove ry  of t h e  conspi racy  was used a s  an oppor tun i ty  

t o  suppress  many reform groups. 

Meanwhile, t e chno log ica l  developments had taken  p l ace  which 

were making s l a v e r y  i n c r e a s i n g l y  obso l e t e .  I n  1820, t h e  s team 

engine was f i r s t  in t roduced  i n t o  t h e  sugar  g r ind ing  mi11.34 By 

1840, accord ing  t o  a Cuban h i s t o r i a n ,  i n c r e a s i n g  mechanization was 

t a k i n g  p l a c e  w i t h  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n t o  Cuba of  techniques  employed 

i n  the EurcA..an b e e t  sugar  i n d u s t r y .  These had t h e  e f f e c t  of en- 

l a r g i r g t h e  s i z e  of t h e  dominant m i l l s 3 5  and r educ ing  t h e  demand 

f o r  s l a v e  labour .  A t  l e a s t  a s  important  i n  reduc ing  s l a v e  

labour  were t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  which t h e  B r i t i s h  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  

placed i n  t h e  way of t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e .  Having 

abo l i shed  s l a v e r y  i n  t h e i r  owncolonies  t hey  had no i n -  

t e r e s t  i n  i t s  maintenance by t h e i r  compet i to rs .36  

d 

The inc rease -  i n  wage labour  and t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  s l a v e  labour  

encouraged t h e  c r e a t i o n  of t h e  f i r s :  workers '  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  



The number o f  tobacco  workers  was i n c r e a s i n g  between 1835 and 

1850, and i n  t h e  same p e r i o d  t h e  number of c i g a r  makers r o s e  f r o a  

2 ,000 t o  15,000.37 I n s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  f i f t i e s  

prompted t h e  f o r m a t i o n  by t h e  workers  o f  Pfutual Aid S o c i t i e s .  

These s p r e a d  from Havana t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  t h e  i s l a n d ,  and were 

g e n e r a l l y  open t o  a l l  w h i t e  r rorkers .  The f r e e  b l a c k s  formed t h e i r  

own Iqutual Aid S o c i e t i e s .  

In 1865, La Aurora,  t h e  f i r s t  work icg  c l a s s  neirspaper,  was 

s t a r t e d ,  f i n a n c e d  by t h e  tobacco  workers  and e d i t e d  by a former  

tobacco  worker ,  S a t u r n i n o  Mar t inez .  Through &agrosa, or!e of  

t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  i n n o v a t i o n s  i n  Cuban s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  was 

i n i t i a t e d  - t h e  r e a d i n g s  i n  t h e  c t g n r  f a c t o r i e s .  me r e a d i n g s  

were a  means o f  politically e d u c a t i n g  t h e  tobacco  workers ,  and 

when combined w i t h  La Aurora,  s e r v e d  t o  i n j e c t  i n t o  t h e  Cubaii 

woking c l a s s  some of t h e  i d e a s  c u r r e n t l y  popu la r  i n  Europe and  

As ia .  The r e a d i n g s  were banned w i t h i n  a  y e a r  and i n  Nay, 1868,  

t h e  p u b l i c a t  i o n  of  La Aurar?* was suspended.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  we 

c a n  s e e  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h e  e m r g e n c e  of  soxe  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s c i o u s -  

n e s s  among Cuban workers .  Under Pfar t inez '  l e a d e r s h i p  t h e  

working c l a s s  was schoo led  riot i n  t h e  i d e a s  of c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  

b u t  i n  t h e  i d e a s  o f  s e l f - i m p r o ~ e m e n t  and c o - o p c r a t i o n . 3 8  

The intellectuals were becoming d i s c o n t e n t e d .  A f t e r  i t s  



s e c u l a r i z a t i o n  i n  1842,  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Havana and t h e  few 

s c h o o l s  on t h e  i s l a n d  became c e n t e r s  of n a t i o n a l i s t  sen t iment .39  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  c r a c k s  i n  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  became wider  a s  a  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  d i v e r g e n c e  o f  i n i e r e s t s  between t h e  

s u g a r  p l a n t e r s  and t h e  p s n i n s u l a r e s  on t h e  one hand, a i d  t h e  

o t h e r  l a r g e  r c a l e  f a rmers .  The expans ion  o f  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y ,  

f a c i l i t a t e d  by t h e  growth o f  r a j  l roacls,  was t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  c a t t l e  r a n c h e r s  of c e n t r a l  Cuba. Sugar i n d u s t r y  

was growing r a p i d l y  - p r o d u c t i o n  h,od r i s e n  f r o a  50,00Oto:1s i n  IS20 

t o  260,000 tons i n  1850.40 More s e r t o u s  t han  t h a t  was t h e  d e v a s t a -  

t i o n  which S p a i n ' s  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  pr ic i i lg  pu l ; cy  h a &  b r w g h t  on 

t h e  co f f ee  g rowers .  I n  1834, i n  r e p r i s a l  a g a i n s t  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  

tarZ:fs imposed i n  Cuba on American f l o u r ,  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

had imposed a  t a r i f f  on Cuban c o f f e e .  Cuban c o f f e e '  expor ' is  f e l l  

r a p i d l y  from s i x t y - f o u r  r n i l l i o n  pounds i n  1833 t o  f i v e  mj . l l ionh 

pounds i n  1850 and t o  n o t h i n g  by 1860.41 

Before  consFdering t h e  a c t u a l  p r e c i p i t a n t s  of  t h e  Ten 

y e a r s '  ?Jar we shou ld ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  complete  t h e  p i c t u r e ,  examine 

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  C:dbals r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

c .  THE UNITED STATES AND CUBA 

Trade w l t h  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n c r e a s e d  r a p i d 1  y foll .owing 



The Mexican R e v o l u t i o n .  A t  t imes  i t  was o f f i c i a l l y  approved ,  

a t  o t h e r  t imes  i t  took  p l a c e  th rough  smuggl ing.  Spain  was 

n o t  a lways  i r :  a p o s i t i o n  t o  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l .  I ts i n v o l v e -  

ment i n  European wars meant t h a t  Cuba was r e l i a n t  on t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s  f o r  b a s i c  impor t s  .42 Th i s  r e l i a n c e ,  i n i t i a l l y  

a  temporary  phenomenon, soon became a  b a s i c  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  Cuban 
\ 

economy.43 The d e s i r e  of  t h e  American merchan t s  t o  p r e s e r v e  

t h e  t r a d e  w i t h  Cuba was i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  d e l a y i n g  r e c o g n i t i o n  

of  t h e  o t h e r  L a t i n  American r e p u b l i c s ,  s i n c e  t h e y  wished t o  

a v o i d  any a c t i o n  which might a n t a g o n i z e  Spain .44 

I n  1818, t h e  Span i sh  dec reed  f r e e  t r a d e  f o r  Cuba b u t  

imposed heavy d u t i e s  on e x p o r t s  and i m p o r t s .  I n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  

t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  r a p i d l y  i n c r e a s e d . 4 5  I n  1851, 

t h e  Consul Genera l  o f  Cuba i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Cuba 

was,  i n  e f f e c t ,  a n  economic c o l o n y  of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  w h i l e  

s t i l l  governed by Spa in .46  By 1860, t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  e x p o r t s  

went overwhelmingly t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  b e i n g  d i v i d e d  a s  

f o l l o w s :  United S t a t e s ,  62%; G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  22%; Spa in ,  3%. 

Spain  was s t i l l  t h e  l a r g e s t  i m p o r t e r ,  s u p p l y i n g  30% of  i m p o r t s  a s  

a g a i n s t  20% each ,  f @ r  B r i t a i n  and t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s . 4 7  

It was p a r t i c u l a r i l y  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

was a l s o  p e n e t r a t : n g  t h e  l o c a l  economic s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  mer- 

c h a n d i z i n g  s e c t o r .  Uni ted  S t a t e s  f i r m s  became major m a r k e t e r s  

and p r o v i d e r s  of  c r e d i t  i n  t h e  s u g a r  and tobacco  i n d u s t r i e s . 4 8  



This  econornfc i n t e r e s t  o f  t he  United S t a t e s  n a t u r a l l y  hsd 

p o l i t i c a l  r a n l i f i c a t i o n s , t h e r e  was a  c o n f i i c t  between g r w i n g  

t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s  and t h e  con t inued  p o l i t i c a l  con-  

t r o l  by Spain .  

The United S t a t e s  began t o  p l a y  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  

Cuban p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  1810, r e p r e s e n t a -  

t i v e s  o f  t h e  p l a n t e r s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  United 

S t a t e s  c o n s u l  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  p o s s i b i i i t i e s  of annexa t ion .49  

The p l a n t e r s  were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  ani lexat ion f o r  two r e a s o n s :  

f i r s t l y ,  t o  p r e s e r v e  s l a v e r y  i n  a p p a r e n t l y  unshakeable  form by 

j o i n i n g  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s ;  secondly ,  t o  e x t m d  t h e i r  frcedoin t o  

t r a d e .  The f o r t u n e s  and impetus o f  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  movement w?re 

s i m i l a r i l y  a f f e c t e d  by t>:o f a c t o r s ;  t h c  t h r e a t  o r  a c t u a l i t y  of 

s l a v e  r e v o l t ,  and t h e  degree  o f  s t r i c r n e s s  of Spanish c o n t r o l  

over  Cuba and Spanish r e s t s t a n c e  t o  re fo rm.  

The s o u t h e r n  groups were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a d d i n g  t o  t h e  s t r e n g t h  

of t h e  s l a v e  i r t e r e s t s  w h i l e  North American x e r c h a n t s  were anxi.ous 

t o  ex tend  t r a d e  and i n v e s t n e n t  i n  Cuba. The Northern a b o l i t i o n -  

i s t s  opposed Cuban a n n e x a t i o n  s i n c e  i t  would  add t o  t h e  s l a v e  

owners' i n f l u e n c e ,  t r h i l e  t h e ,  g e n e r a l  a t t i t u d e  of t h e  United s t a t e s '  

# 

governcinnt was t o  w a i t  u n t i l  such a t ime a s  Cuba might f a l l  

e a s i l y  i n t o  Uni tcd s t a t e s '  hands w i t h o u t  t h e  dangers  of war w i t h  

Spa i n .  



F e x  t h a t  S2a in  might a b o l i s h  s l z  ~ e r y  evcn d rove  t h e  

, 
P e n i n s u l a r c s  i n t o  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n i s t  movement. The anncxa-  

t i o n i s t s ,  howcver, s u f f e r e d  t h e  same d i s r d v a n t a g e s  a s  d i d  

t h e  s l a v e  o1ancrs who had s u p p o ~ t e c l  t h e  i d e a  of independence 

b u t  had f e a r e d  i t s  r e s u l t s .  Unless  Spain  would w i l l i n g l y  

g i v e  up Cuba, t h c r e  was no way t h e  p e n i n s u l a r e s  c o u l d  be  s u r e  

t h a t  a  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  Spain  wculd n o t  r e s v l t  i n  Spa in  i m -  

m e d i a t e l y  f r e e i n g  t h e  s l a v e s  and u s i n g  them t o  p u t  down t h e  w h i t e  

p l a n t e r s .  A war with Spain  c o u l d  produce p r e c i s e l y  t h e  

r e s u l t s  which a n n e x a t i o n  \ - rap  des igned  t o  a v o i d .  50 

The Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  w h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  a chance t o  g a i n  

Cuba, made e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  p r e v e n t  any  change i n  i t s  s t a t u s .  

I n  1825, S e c t r c t a r y  o f  S t a t e  Clay warncd Colombia end Mexico 

n o t  t o  s u p p n t  any e x p e d i t i o n  t o  l i b e r a t e  Cuba, General. J o s c  

Antonio  Paez ,  commissioned by B o l i v a r  t o  f r e e  Cuba, no ted  i n  

h i s  memolrs t h a t  Uni ted  S t a t e s  o p p o s i t i o n  torpedoed t h e  

v e n t u r e .  51 

I n  1840 t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  o f f i c i a l l y  s t a t e d ,  ' I . .  . t h a t  

i n  c a s e  of  a n y  a t t e m p t  from whatever  s o u r c e  t o  w r e s t  from Spzin  

t h i s  p o r t i o n  (Cuba) oE h e r  t e r r i t o r y ,  s h e  may depend upon t h e  
/ 

m f l i t z r j  and n s v a l  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  Uui ted  S t a t e s  t o  a i d  h e r  

i n  preserving or  r e g a i n i n g  i t . I 1 5 2  



I n  ld411, follovzing t h e  T r e a t y  o f  G u a d ~ l o u p e  Hidalgo,  which 

concl.udfd a  p r o f j - t a b l e  war w i t h  I lexico,  t h e  Polk n i n i n i s t r a t i o n  

i n i t i a t e d  p l a n s  t o  buy Cnba.53 Polk  was encouraged t o  ~ a k e  t h i s  

d e c i s l o n  by t h e  imminent p o s s i b i l i t y  05 a  p r o - a n n e x a t i o n i s t  I 

p l a n t e r s  ' r e v o l t  suppor ted  by independent  Gnl tcd  S t a t e s  ' i n t e r  - 

e s t s ,  art occurcnce  which might endanger  t h e  t:hol@ s t a b i l i t y  

of  t h e  i s l a n d .  Spain ,  however, r e f u s e d  Uni ted  S t a t e s  o v e r t u r e s .  

I n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  t h e  d i s p u t e  over  Cuba became a  

rnzjor i s s u e .  The p r o - a n n e x a t i o n i s t s  were p r e d o n f n a n t l y  s o u t h -  

e r n  and were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  a b o l i t i o ~ i  o f  s l a v e r y  

i n  Cuba which t h e y  f e l t  would s e t  a  bad exa:~pl.c,  and i n  f i n d i n g  

more l a n d  s u i t a b l e  f o r  p l a n t a t i o n  fa rming  and i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  

s o u t h ' s  p o l i t i c a l  power. The a n t i - a n n a a t i o n i s t s  c ~ n p r i s e i !  h a r d -  

headed n o r t h c r n  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  a n x i o u s  n o t  t o  embro i l  t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n  c o s t l y  fo re ig r l  a d v e n t u r e s  and t o  u p s e t  t h z  

p o l i t i c a l  bala i lce  i n  t h e  Union, 2s w e l l  a s  a b o l i t i o n i s t s  and t h o s e  

who a rgued  t h a t  t h e  ' m a n i f e s t  d e s t i n y '  of  t h e  Uni ted  StaCcs d i d  

n o t  l i e  i n  b u i l d i n g  a n  empire .  54 

While the d e b a t e  co2t in i tcd  t h e  a i . n e x a t i o n i s t s  a c t e d .  

l iow~ves ,  t h e  c a u s e  o f  annexa t  i o n  was r ~ p i d l y  10s iiig i t s  

# 
appeal  I n  Cuba. Two i n v a s i o n s  of Cubs Were launched i n  3 850 

and 1851, s u ~ p i 7 i t e d  by  s o u t h e r n  slslvc o:mLng i n t i r e s t s  and a  

f e w  Cuban p l s n t e r s ,  b u t  t h e y  fouild l i t t l e  s u p p o r t  on t h e  i s l a n d .  55 



United S t a t e s  e f f o r t s  t o  purchase  C ~ b a  d i d  n o t  c e a s e ,  

a l t h o u g h  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  1850 Compromise, c a r e  had t o  be t a k e n  

n o t  ' to a n t a g o n i z e  t h e  n o r t h  by add ing  a n o t h e r  s l a v e  s t a t e .  

P r e s f d e n t  Buchanan, however, con t inued  t o  t h e  end i n  h i s  e f f o r t s  

t o  a c q u i r e  Cuba from Spain ' by  f a i r  p u r c h a s e ' ,  making h i s  

f i n a l  s t a t e m e n t  of i n t e n t  i n  1860 " . . .wi th  t h e  framework o f  

the  Union c r a s h i n g  a b o u t  h i s  e a r s .  "56 



111. THE BATTLE FOR INDEPENDENCE -- 

On October  l o t h ,  1858, t h e  s t a n d a r d  of r e v o l t  was r a i s e d  

i n  O r i e n t e .  The ' G r ~ t o  de  Yara '  was procla imed by Manuel de  

Cespedes and t h i r t y - s e v e n  f e l l o w  p l a n t e r s .  

The imniediate c a u s e s  of t h e  r e v o l t  were:  The f a i l u r e  of 

t h e  r e f o r m e r s  t o  g a i n  any s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n c e s s i o n s  f rom S p a i n ,  

t h e  a t t e m p t  of t h e  government t o  c o l l e c t  a  newly imposed t a x  

and t h e  l i l ce l ihood  of  t h e  i~nminent  a r r e s t  of t h e  c o n s p i r a t o r s .  1 

For t h e  i n i t i a t o r s  of  t h e  r e v o l t ,  mainly  c o f f e e  p l a n t e r s ,  t h e  

u n d e r l y i n g  c a c s e  was t h e  r e s t r i c t i v e  t r a d e  c o n t r o l s  which 

Spa in  e x e r c i s e d .  However, t h e  o t h e r  s o c i a l  t e n s i o n s  which 

we p r e v i o u s l y  d i s c u s s e d  hsd sone i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  c o u r s e  o f  

t h e  war . 

S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  of t h e  r e v o l t  owned few 

s l a v e s  and t h e y  r e l e a s e d  t h e s e  immediate ly .  2 Anxious t o  ga ;n 

t h e  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  s u g a r  hacendados ,  t h e i r  p r o p o s a l s  on s l a -  

v e r y  were moiies t .  They proposed graduz1,indeinnif i e d  enanc ipa  - 

t i o n .  Tn s p i t e  o f  t h i s ,  t h e  sugar  hacendados r a p i d l y  

i d e n t i f i e d  wbth S p a i n ,  I n  t h e  sugar  zone of S a n t i a g o  de Cuba 

* 
i n  O r i e n t ? ,  t h e y  gave t e n  t h o u s a i ~ d  pesos  t o  t h e  g o v e r ~ ~ e n t  t o  

h e l p  i n s i l p p r e s s i n g  t h o  r c b o l u t - i ~ n .  The s t ippor t  of  t h e  sugar  



p l a n t e r s  and t h e  p e n j n s u l 2 r e s  was c r u c l ~ l  i n  e n a b i i n g  Spain  t o  

r e t a i n  t h e  i s l a n d .  Tney p rov ided  f i n a n c e s ,  t r o o p s  and p o l i t i c a l  

s u p p o r t  - few c o l o n i a l  powers have had such c o n s i d e r a b l e  l o c a l  

a s s t s t a n c e .  Indeed,  t h e  s u g a r  p l s n t e r s  had l i t t l e  r e a s o n  t o  do 

otherwise. With t h e  advan tage  of h i n d s i g h t  we cpn s e e  t h e  

i n c r e a s i a g  o b s o l e s c e n c e  o f  s l a v e  l a b o u r ;  however, i t  s t i l l  was 

o f  key  importa~:ce f o r  t h e  s u g a r  p l a n t e r s .  Tf i  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  were 

p a s s i n g  th rough  a s i n g u l a r l y  p rosperous  pe r iod  - t h e  p r i c e  of  

s u g a r  had r i s e n  f r o n  s i x  c e n t s  t o  t e n  c e n t s  a  pound.3 The 

Cuban s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  was n o t  a f f e c t e d  by  Uni ted  S t a t e s '  r e p r i s -  

a l s  a g a i n s t  S p a i n ' s  mercan t i  lis!11,4 w h i l e  t h e  American Ci-vi l  

War had r e s u l t - ~ d  i n  t h e  r u i n  of  s u g a r  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  s o u t h -  

e r n  s t a t e s ,  ~ h e r e h y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  demand For Cuba11 s u g a r . 5  

Al thocgh t h e  C i v i l  War had i n c r e a s e d  demand f o r  Cuban 

s u g a r  i t  had a l s o  made t h e  Cuban s l a v c  owners t u r n  a g a i n s t  

any s u g g e s t i o n  of  a n n e x a t i o n .  The new a n n e x a t i o n i s t s  were 

noit t h e  c o f f e e  p l a n t e r s  and o t h e r s  who saw t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

a s  a  n a t u r a l  market  f rom v h i c h  t h e y  d i d  n o t  wish  t o  be  e x -  

c l u d e d  by t a ~ i f f  b a r r i e r s .  A t  a  c o n v e c t i o n  of  r e b e l  d e l e g a t e s ,  

h e l d  i n  A p r i l  1669 t o  draw up a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a  f r e e  Cuba, 

t h e  c o u s 2 r v a t i v e  e?emoi~t  s  ga ined  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  f rom t h e  

c o n v e n t i o a  t h r t  t h e y  -ere f i g h t i n g  f o r  a n n e x a t i o n  t o  t h e  

Unj ted  S t a t e s .  Annexat ioa  u a s  a l s o  s e e n  a s  a  mear~s o f  keep-  



i n g  t h e  r a d i c a l  e l ements  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  under c o n t r o l . 6  

The f o r c e s  of  t h e  ?~!ambi.ses, a s  t h e  Cuban r e b e l s  were 

known, gre:: r s p i d l y ,  t h c i r  numbers i n c r e a s i n g  from 147 t o  

12,000 i n  t h e  f i r s t  month. They were p o o r l y  armed b u t  

w i t h i n  n i n e  days  t h e y  c a p t u r e d  t h e  c i t y  of  Bayamo w i t h  a  

p o p u l a t i o n  of  t e n  thousan< .  The main s o u r c e  of  s u p p o r t  came 

'froin Negroes ( f r e e  and s l a v e )  and poor w h i t e s . 7  

For t h e  purpose  of t h i s  t h e s i s  t h e  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  

- indepcnd?nce s t r u g g l e  which c o n c z r c  us  most a r e  t h e  s o c i a l  

cornposi t ion and g o a l s  of t h e  movement. The r c v o l u t i o n a r $ e s  

i n  t h e  mainland c o l o n i e s  had l i b c r a t e d  t h e  s l a v e s  and ,  i n  

f a c t ,  =any b l a c k s  and some I n d i a n s  se rved  i n  t h e  a rn t i2s .8  

However, t h e  I n d i a n s  who formed t h o  b a s e  of  t h e  s o c i a l  

pyrainid were n o t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  i n v o l v e d .  They f o u g h t  on 

b o t h  s i d e s  and g e n e r a l l y  became invo lved  by v i r t u e  of  

compuls ion or because  t h e y  fo l lowcd  a  l o c a l  l e a d e r . 9  I n  

f a c t ,  bo th  B o l i v a r  and S ~ I I  Marti11 r e l i e d  on fo re ig r?  

v o l u n t e e r s  For much of t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  and t h e i r  r a n k  and 

f i l . e . 1 0  K i r k p a t r i c k  a c t u a l l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n  some c a s e s  

t h e y  l i b e r a t e d  c o u n t r i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  wishes  o f  t h e i r  l o c a l  

p o p u l a t i m .  San blas t in  r e c e i v e d  l i t t l e  t h a n k s  f r o n  

Argen t ina  - n o t  u n t i l  1880 s a s  he o f f i c i a l l y  honoured.  12 



I11 c o n t ~ a s t ,  t h e  Cuban War of Independence was s o r e  a k i n  

t o  what we now t e r m  a  ' p e o p l e 1  s  war ' .  R e l y i n g  on mass s u p p o r t  

and mass invo lvement ,  t h e  r e b e l s  had t o  d e f e a t  f a r  h e a v i e r  

Span i sh  o p p o s i t i o n  t h a n  had t h e l r  mainland c o u n t e r p a r t s .  

G u e r i l l a  w a r f a r e  had been used i n  t h e  m i n l a n d  r e v o l u t i o n s  

b u t  i t  was n o t  t h e  major t a c t i c .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  s h o r t a g e  of 

arms and t h e  i n f l u x  o f  v a s t  Spanish  a rmies  f o r c e d  t h e  Cuban 

r e b e l s  t o  r e l y ,  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  on g u e r i l l a  w a r f a r e .  I n  1.868, 

a s  i n  1968,  t h i s  demanded popu la r  s u p p o r t .  It was a l r e a d y  

' t h e  war of  t h e  f l e a ' ,  i n v o l v i n g  conf inement  of t h e  enemy 

t o  t h e  c i t i e s ,  a t t a c k s  on h i s  s u p p l y  r o u t e s ,  and h a r r a s s m e n t  

o f  h i s  advance guards  and h i s  o u t p o s t s . 1 3  

The f a i l u r e  o f  Cespcdes and t h e  o t h e r  c o f f e e  p l a n t e r s  

t o  g a i n  s e p p o r t  from t h e  s u g a r  p l a n t e r s  combined w i t h  

growing r a n k  and f i l c  p r e s s u r e ,  l e d  t o  a  r a d i c a l i z a t i o n  of  

t h e  movenent. 

The ' g l o r i o u s  r e v o l u t i o n '  of  1868 which b r o u g h t  a  

l i b e r a l  govcrnrnent t o  power i n  Spain  gave t h e  Cuban r e f o r m e r s  

new tlopes. The Span i sh  removed t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  L e r s u r d i  

from h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  Governor of t h e  i s l a n d  and a p p o i n t e d  

t h e  l i b e r a l ,  Dulce,  who was on good terms w i t h  t h e  C r e o l e  

r e f o r m e r s .  Dulce a t t e m p t e d  t o  b r i n g  a b e u t  a s e r i e s  of  



r e f o r m s ;  hovever ,  h i s  p o l i c y  was thwar ted  by t h e  pro-Spanish  

p a s t y  which had r e a c t i v a t e d  t h e  ' v c l u n t e e r s '  - a para-rnj l i t a r y  

o r g a p i z s t i o n  which p o l i c e d  t h e  towns, f r e e i n g  t h e  r e g u l a r  army 

f o r  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  The v o l u n t e e r s  were l e d  by 

members o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  o l i g a r c h y ,  merchants  and l a r g e  l a n d -  

owners,  and l a r g c l y  manned by Spanish  immigrants  who had come 

t o  Cuba a s  a d v e n t u r e r s  s e e k i n g  t o  make noney. They numbered 

from 40,000 t o  73,000.14 P h i l i p  Foner,  who h a s  w r i t t e n  t h e  

most complete  E n g l i s h  language accoun t  of  t h e  independencc 

s t r u g g l e ,  c a t e g o r i z e d  t h e  pro-Spanish  f o r c e s  a s  ". . .  t h e  

c l e r g y  ( w i t h  some n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n s ) ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r s ,  t h e  

bureaucracy ,  t h e  w e l l - t o - d o  merchants ,  t h e  b a n k e r s ,  the  

s u g a r  f a c t o r s ,  t h e  d e a l e r s  i n  s l a v e s ,  and t h e  m a j o r i t y  of 

t h e  g r e a t  s lzvc-owning sugar  p l a n t e r s  who h e l d  t h e  3 e s t  l and  

i n  Cuba."l5 I n  e f f e c t ,  t n e  p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s  of  Cuban s o c i e t y .  

The i n t r a n s i g e n c e  of  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  was s u p p o r t e d  i n  

Spain  by merchants  enx ious  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  Cuban p r o f i t s .  

The v o l u n t e e r s  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  p e r s e c u t e d  anyone t h e y  suspected 

of  h a v i n g  sympathies  w i t h  t h e  r e b e l s .  Within  a  y e a r  t h e y  had 

f o r c e d  Dulce t o  l e a v e  t h e  i s l a r d  and had d r i v e n  many r e f o r m e r s  

over  t o  t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  r e b e l s . 1 6  The i r  a c t i o n s  meant t h a t  

t h e r e  wduld b e  113 compromise. 

The f o r c e s  of  t h e  Mambises were t o r n  by  d i s s e n s i o n .  



There  evolved a  s p l i t  which r e f l e c t e d  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n ~ p o s i t i o n  

of t h e  movenlc.nt. On t h e  one s i d e  were t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  

p l a n t e r s  such a s  Ccspedes who i n t e n d e d ,  a s  had t h e  n a i n l a n d  

p l . an te r s ,  t o  g a i n  independence w i t h o u t  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n . 1 7  

On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  wore t h e  rank  and f i l e  and l e a d e r s  such a s  

Antonio Maceo, son o f  a  s l a v e ,  and Maximo Gomez, a  Dominican 

e x i l e ,  who had e n t e r e d  t h e  war t o  f i g h t  f o r  an end t o  Negro 

s l a v e r y  and soon combined t h i s  w i t h  a f i g h t  a g a i n s t  g e n e r a l  

s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e . 1 8  During t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  

had t h e  upper hand. I n  November 1868, Cespedes d e c l a r e d  t h e  

d e a t h  p e n a l t y  f o r  t h o s e  who e n c o u r ~ g e d  s l a v e  r e v o l t s  ar.6 

d e s e r t i o n s .  S l a v e r y  was t o  be  a b o l i s h e d ,  b u t  g r a d u a l l y .  19 

In s p i t e  of t h i s ,  ?hceo ,  who r o s e  r a p i d l y  t o  t h e  rank  of 

L i e a t e n a n t  Coloriel i n  t h e  L i b e r a t i n g  Army, l i b e r a t e d  

s l a v e s  whenever h e  c a s u r e d  a  sugar  mi11.20 

By l a t e  1869 t h e  r a d i c a l  e lements  had won two major 

c o n c e s s i o n s .  I n  October ,  Cespedes d e c l a r e d  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  

o f  t h e  cane  f i e l d s  on t h e  i s l a n d .  I n  Novenber, he  f i n a l l y  

approved t h e  p r a c t i c e  of u r g i n g  t h e  p l ~ n t a t i o n  s l a v e s  t o  

s e v o l t . 2 1  M i l i t a r y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  were combined w i t h  pop- 

u l a r  p r e s s u r e  t o  produce t h e s e  changes i n  p o l i c y .  The 

sugar  pl  n n t e r s  had c o n t i n u e d  t o  suppor t  t h e  governmznt 

f i n a n c i a l l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e b e l  army c o u l d  



r e l y  on t h e  f r e e d  b l a c k s  t o  s w e l l  i t s  r a n k s .  Tile d e l a y  i n  

rnakj-ng t h e s e  two d e c i s i o n s  had been c r u c i a l ,  f o r  w h i l e  t h e  

r e 5 e l s  had t ~ k e n  t h e  Span i sh  by s u r p r i s e  i n  1868,  by 1869, 

t h e  Span i sh  hzd had t ime  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e i r  Cuban g a r r i s o n .  

I n  add i t j -on ,  some d e m o r a l i z a t i o n  had t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  

r e b e l  army because  o f  d e l a y s  i n  a b o l i s h i n g  s l a v e r y .  Had 

t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  a yea r  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  s u g a r  p l a n t e r s  

would have beenuab le  p r o v i d e  such c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t  

t o  t h e  Span i sh ,  w h i l e  many more s l a v e s  might have f l e d  froxi 

t h e  wes t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e b e l s . 2 2  

These d e c i s i o n s  d i d  n o t  mean t h a t  u n i t y  had now been 

a c h i e v e d .  Not u n t i l  1875 d i d  Maxinio Gomez c a r r y  t h e  war 

i n t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  r e g i o n s  and when he d i d  s o  i t  was i n  t h e  f a c e  

of  o f f i c i a l  o b j e c t i o n s .  

The b a s i c  d i v i s i o n  between t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  and t h e  

r a d i c a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  movement must b e  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

t h e  u l t i m a t e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  Ten Years War. I n  1875 Gomez 

was push ing  i n t c  t h e  wes t  and c r i ?a t ing  havoc i n  what had 

been t h e  major  s t r o n g  p o i n t  of  t he  S p a ~ ; i s h  and t h e  p e n i n -  

s u l a r e s .  The new P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  goveril- 

nient, C i s l l e ros ,  gave o r d e r s  t h a t  t r o o p s  were t o  be  s c n t  t o  

Gornez s o  t h a t  he  c o u l d  proceed from EJs V i l l a s  i n t o  

f i t a n z a s  and Havana. A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of  Var 



i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  government,  Vincen tc  G a r c i a ,  renounced 

h i s  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  government and c a l l e d  

a  c o n f e r e n c e  q f  d i s s a t i s f i e d  e l e m e n t s .  T h i s  had t h e  e f f e c t  

of  p u l l i n g  many of  t h e  t r o o p s  o u t  o f  t h e  f i e l d  and e n d i n g  

t h e  push westwards .  Garc ia  a t t r a c t e d  b o t h  r a d i c a l  and con-  

s e r v a t i v e  s u p p o r t ,  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  C i s n e r o s  government f o r  

b e i n g  t o o  mi ld  and a t  t h e  same t ime  condemning Gomez' 

p o l i c y  o f  p u t t i n g  t h e  t o r c h  t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  r e g i o n s .  

The c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  th!:ir s u c c e s s  i n  

m o d e r a t i n g  t h e  pace  and p o l i c i e s  of t h e  war ,  d i d  n o t  

a c h i e v e  e i t h e r  t h e  n e u t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  r i c h  hacendados  

o r  r e c e i v e  any  funds  from r i c h  Cu ' sn  emigres  i n  t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s .  The main f o r e i g n  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  

came f rom t h e  t o b a c c o  workers  i n  Tampa and Key West. A 

f u r t h e r  a d v e r s e  r e s u l t  of t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e ' s  a c t i o n s  was 

t h e  growth o f  r a c i s m  i n  t h e  r e b e l  army, p a r t i c u l a r i l y  

d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  Maceo, who was accused  o f  w a n t i n g  t o  c r e a t e  

a  b l a c k  dominated r e p u b l i c .  I n  1875,  s o l d i e r s  i n  Las V i l l a s  

r e f u s e d  h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  and i n  1876 Maceo found i t  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  w r i t e  t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  r e p u b l i c ,  o f f i c i a l l y  

r e f u t i n g  t h e  c h a r g e s .  

I n  September of  1876 Gomez was f o r c e d  o u t  of  command 

i n  Las V i l l a s ,  endin[; any hopes  of a  push t o  t h e  w e s t .  I n  



t h e  s p r i u g  o f  1877, t h p  Span i sh  ~noved i n t o  t h e  offensive. 

The war was ir, i t s  c l o s i n g  s t a g ~ s .  011 February  l l t h ,  1878, 

f o l l o w i n g  heavy r e b e l  l o s s e s ,  t h e  P a c t o  d e l  Zanjon was 

s i g n e d .  I t s  major ~ r o v i s i o n s  were amnesty and freedom f o r  

s l a v e s  who had j o i n e d  t h e  r e b e l  a r n l e s .  The two major 

g o a l s ,  independence and t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y ,  were  

n o t  met. 

Maceo r e j e c t e d  t h e  peace  terms and renewed t h e  war 

a g a i n s t  Spa in  b u t ,  h o p e l e s s l y  outnumbered, t h e  r e m a i n i n g  

r e b e l s  were f o r c e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r ,  hav ing  f i r s t  s e n t  Maceo 

a b r o a d .  The P r o t e s t  of  Baragua, as i t  became known, was, 

n e v e r t h e l . e s s ,  of  major importance  i-n r e s t c r i n g  Cuban p r i d e  

and f a i t h  i n  some of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a ~ y  l e a d e r s h i p  and i n  

e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  P a c t o  d e l  Zanjon would remain  no more 

t h a n  a n  uneasy t r u c e .  23 

The major c a u s e  f o r  t h e  r e b e l s '  f a i l u r e  was undoubt - 

c d l y  i n t e r n a l  d i s s e n s i o n ,  b u t  we shou ld  no t  over look  t h e  

r o l e  p layed  by t h e  IJnited S t a t e s  d u r i n g  t h c  war.  

a .  UNITED STATES POLICY AND CTJ3?AW TNDEPENDENCE 

The r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  Cuban b e l l i g e r e n c y  by  t h e  I J n i t e d  

S t a t e s  would have a l l o ~ < e d  t h e  f r e e  shiprrle~it of arms and 



ammunition t o  Cuba and weakened tF,e l e g i t i m a c y  of  t h e  

Span i sh  p o s i t i o n .  Recogn i t ion  of b e l l i g e r e n c y  was 

suppor ted  by a  m a j o r i t y  of Americans and by t h e  Cor?grcss.24 

S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  F i s h  s u c c e s s f u l l y  b locked r e c o g n i t i o n  

and gave more p o s i t i v e  a i d  t o  Sps in .  He o r d e r e d  t h e  

r e l e a s e  of t h i r t y  gunboats  t o  t h e  Span i sh  navy which 

j o i n e d  t h e  Cuban b lockade ,  and p reven ted  e x p e d i t i o n s  

i n  s u p p o r t  of  t h e  r e b e l s  from l e a v i n g .  F i s h ' s  main r e a s o n  

f o r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  b e l l i g e r e n c y  a p p c a r s  

t o  have been a  combina t ion  of  r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  and a d e s i r e  

f o r  e v e n t u a l  American c o n t r o l .  25  h e r i c a n  b u s i n e s s  

i n t e r e s t s  which had Cuban c o n n e c t i o n s ,  s i~ppor tec l  ~ i s h ' s  

p o l i c y .  26 

Cuban independence had t h e  s u p p o r t  of  o t h e r  L a t i n  

American goverlnents and,  i n  1872, Colonbi a  proposed a  

scheme whsreby t h e y ,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  wFth t h e  United S t a t e s ,  

would i n t e r v e n e  w i t h  Spa in  f o r  t h e  indcyend?nce of  Cuba and ,  

i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  pay a n  indermiLy t o  Spain .  F i s h  to rpedozd  

t h e  scheme.27 'J'hrou.ghoiits t h e  Ten Years W3r t h e  UnLtred 

S t a t e s  goverclnent remained u n h e l p f u l  t o  t h e  c a u s e  of 

Cuban Independence.  

Beforc  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f i n a l  outbre'3k o f  t h e  krar o f  

Lndcpcndence, we shou ld  c o n s i d e r  t h e  n a j o r  d c ~ e l o p r ~ ~ l e n t s  



which took  p l a c e  i n  Cobs. These were t h e  e x t e n s i o : ~  and 

mechan iza t ion  of  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y ,  and,  go ing  hand i n  

hand w i t h  t h i s ,  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  s l a v e  l a b o u r  and growth 

i n  Aner ican  i n v e s t m e n t .  F i ~ a l l y ,  we must c o n s i d e r  t h e  

c o n t i n u e d  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  Cuben independence 

f o r c e s  and t h e  b i r t h  o f  a n  i n c i p i e n t  working c l a s s  

movement. 

b .  TIE TRILJMPH OF THE SUGAR FIONOCLJLTlRE 

The sugar  l a n d l o r d s  i n  g e n e r a l  had stirvj.ved t h e  

Ter, Years  War remarkab ly  w e l l .  Some Syan t sh  l a n d l o r d s  

had become i n d e b t e d  t o  American s h i p p i n g  merchants  who 

l a t e r  f o r e c l o s e d . 1  But t h e  i n d u s t r y  a s  a  whole moved 

i n e x o r a b l y  on, p r o d u c t i o n  r o s e  from 223,000 t o n s  i n  

1850 to 1 ,000 ,000  t o n s  i n  1894, w h i l e  i n  t h e  same p e r i o d  

t h e  number o f  m i l l s  f e l l  from 2,000 t o  207.2 

Th i s  c o n c e n t r a t i . c n  i n  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  wbs 

prompted by  t h e  p r o c e s s  of mechanizat io l l  wc mentioned 

e a r l i e r .  Mills \&!?iich were s low Lo a d o p t  t h e  rietr 

t e c h n i q u e s  were p ~ t  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

m n y  of t h e  ncw t e c h n i q u e s  darilznded l a r g e  s c a l e  p r o -  

d u c t i o n  w!lile t h e  s m l l e r  f i r a s  cou ld  n o t  o b t a i u  t h e  

c a p i t a l  t o  lilodcrnf z e .  1%e demand f o r  c a p i t a l  n a t u r a l l y  



favoured  t h o s e  f i r m s  who had l i n k s  w i t h  kmerican i n t e r e s t s . 3  

T i e  s p r e a d  o f  r a i l r o a d s  made c o m p e t i t i o n  r ' a t i o n a l  i n  scope .  

The sugar  c e n t r a l e s ,  a n x i o u s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e i r  s o u r c e  of sup-  

p l i e s ,  produced a new s o c i a l  s t r a t u m  i n  t h e  Cuban c o u n t r y -  

s i d e ,  t h e  c o l o n o s .  Tile co lono  was a  s m a l l  farmer  p roduc ing  

sugar  b u t  w i t h o u t  independen t  marke t ing  o r  g r t n d i n g  f a c i l i t i e s .  

The l a r g e  c e r i t r a l e s  g a i n e d  c o n t r o l  of  t h e  c o l o n o s  e i t h e r  by 

economic domina t ion  v i a  c r e d i t  o r  e x c l u s i v e  buyer c o n t r a c t s ,  

o r  by buy ing  t h e  c o l o n o ' s  l and  o u t r i g h t . 4  By 1887, t h i r t y -  

f i v e  t o  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  of  Cuba's  c r o p  was manufactured under 

t h e  c o l o n o  s y s t e m . 5  

Changes i n  t h e  wor ld  nLarket  n e c e s s i ; a t e d  g r e a t e r  

e f f i c i e n c y  and lower  c o s t s  i n  Cuba. C o ~ ~ p e t i t i o n  f rom 

European b e e t s u g a r  and 'tiawaian cane sugar  cornbilled w i t h  

t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a n  American sugar  t r u s t ,  t h e  American 

Sugar K e f i n i n g  Company, f o ~ r e r e d  t h e  p r i c e  cll Cuban s u g a r  

The p r i c e  f e l l  by s e v e n t y  p e r c e n t ,  from 1877 t o  1894 .6  

The t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and market  i m p e r a t i v e s  had s o c i a l  

consequences .  Guerra y Sanchez a r g u e s  t h a t  Cuba's  r e -  

l a t i v e l y  slox7 development had p r o - ~ i d e d  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  

f o r  t h e  deve loyn~en t  o f  a  Cuban n a t i o ; ~ a l  ickn t i t y  b u t  

t h ~ t  t h e  growth o f  l a r g e  p l a n t a t i o n  a g r i c u l t u r e  t h r e a t e n -  

ed t h i s . 7 E r i c  Wi l l i ams  w r i t e s  "Ey 1840 we r e a d  



of  'mons te r '  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  Cuba, t h e  l a r g e s t  compr i s ing  11 ,600  

a c r e s ,  of which over  one t e n t h  was  i n  cane  employing 866 s l a v e s  

and p roduc ing  2 , 6 7 0  t o n s  of sugar  a  year.118 Fzrnando O r t i z ,  

t h e  undoubted a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  a l s o  d a t e s  t h e  domina t ion  

of t h e  l a t i f u n d i u m  around t h e  end of  t h e  Ten Years War and h s  

i n d i c a t e s  a  p o i n t  t h a t  , f o r  t h i s  s t u d y ,  i s  of  g r e a t  importance ,  

t h a t  sugar  expans ion  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n  of 

p a r t s  o f  t h e  v h i t e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t y  and ex tended  c o n t r o l  

and i n t e r e s t  of t h e  few poirerful  owners.9 

I n  1862,  365,000 f r e c  Cubans r a n  t h e i r  own ' s q u a t t e r '  

farms,  a s  many Cubans a s  were employed by t h e  s u g a r  m i l l s ,  

c a t t l e  r a i s i n g  and tobacco  farms and c o f f e e  p l a n t a t i o n s  com- 

b i n e d . 1 0  The co l l t inued  development of t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  

t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  l i v e l i h o o d  of many w h i t e  Cubans, f o r c i n g  some 

i n t o  unemployment and o t h e r s  i n t o  t o t a l  dependency upon 

t h e  l a r g e  sugar  m i l l s .  By 1887, t h i r t y - f i v e  t o  f o r t y  p e r  

c e n t  o f  Cuba's  s u g a r  c r o p  was grown under t h e  c o l o n o  

sys tem.11  Mao Tse Tung, i n  a n a l y s i n g  t h e  c l a s s  f o r c e s  i n  

Chinese  s o c i e t y  commented t h a t  among t h o s e  whom he  d e f i n e s  

a s  t h e  p e t t y  b o u r g e o i s i e ;  o tmcrs ,  pezsan t s ,  mas te r  hancli - 

c r a f t s m e n  and t h e  p e t t y  intellectuals - t h e  n o s t  r e v o l u -  

t i o n a r y  group would 5 e  t h o s e ,  ' I . . .  who belonged . . .  t o  

t h e  s o - c a l l e d  prosperous f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  p a s t  (who) a r e  

go ing  th rough  a  g r a d u a l  change i n  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n  . . . a r e  



now go ing  downhi l l  w i t h  e v e r y  p a s s i n g  y e a r  ... s p i r i t u a l l y  

t h e y  s u f f e r  v e r y  much because  . they have i n  mind t h e  c o n t r a s t  

between p a s t  and p r e s e n t .  Such peop le  a r e  q u i t e  i n p o r t a n t  

i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement, c o n s t i t u t e  a mass f o l l o w i n g  

of  no  s m a l l  number and form t h e  l e f t  wing o f  t h e  p e t t y  

b o u r g e o i s i e .  "12 

The d e c l i n e  i n  demand f c r  s l a v e  l a b o u r ,  which had been 

caused  by mechan iza t ion ,  c o n t i n u e d ,  and i n  t h e  f a c e  of  t h i s  

and a b o l i t i o n i s t  p r e s s u r e ,  s l a v e r y  was t e r m i n a t e d  i n  1886.  

The b l a c k s  remained,  however, second c l a s s  c i t i z e n s ;  t h c  

w h i t e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and i t s  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  t h e  A U ~ C I I O -  

m i s t s  and t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  were o v e r t l y  r a c i s t . 1 3  

American p e n e t r a t i o n  was n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  s u g a r .  Har ry  

Magdoff h a s  no ted  t h a t  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  was markcd by 

a  d r i v e  i n  t h e  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  

over  raw m a t e r i a l  s u p p l i e s . 1 4  Cuba was no e x c e p t i o n .  

American corporat<.ons  r a p i d l y  came t o  have a  monopoly i n  

mining.  The Bethlehem Steel .  Company was prominent and had 

a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  i n  n~angancse ,  which was i n  s h o r t  

s u p p l y .  15  

I n  1895,  R ichard  Olnzy,  United S t a t e s  S e c r e t a r y  of 

S t a t e ,  e s ~ i r n a t e d  United S t a t e s  in-destrn$?nt i n  Cuba s tood  



a t  f i f t y  m i l l  i o n  d o l l a r s .  16 However, i l l  t h i s  p e r i o d  American 

c o n t r o l  %as n o t  c o n p l e t e .  B r i t i s h ,  German and French merchant 

benkers  competed f o r  t r a d e  w i t h  Aner tcans ,  and t h e  B r i t i s h  

omed mnny e n t e r p r i z e s . 1 7  The most i m p o r t a n t  iten1 o f  American 

c o n t r o l  was t h e  sugar  marke t ;  Amrrica consumed between 75% 

and 80% of Cuba's s u g a r  o u t p u t . 1 8  America was a l s o  Cuba 's  

m j o r  t o b a c c o  customer  and,  i n  r e t u r n ,  between 1857 and 1897, 

Cuba purchased  abou t  o n e - f i f t e e n t h  of  America ' s  e x p o r t s .  

The XcKinlcy T a r i f f  o f  1890 i n t r o d u c e d  e l e m e n t s  of  r e c i p r o -  

c i t y  and renoved t h e  d u t y  on raw s u g a r .  It v a s  a t t a c k e d  by 

N a r t i  on t h e  grounds t h a t  it f a c i l i t a t e d  dumping of  Uni ted  

S t a t e s  s u r p l u s e s  i n  L a t i n  America and i n c r e a s e d  Cuban dependency 

on t h e  k 3 e r i c a n  s u g a r  market ,  By r a i s i n g  t h e  t a r i f f  on 

r e f i n e d  s u g a r  t o  p r o t e c t  American r e f i n e i - s ,  and on Lobaccc, 

t h e  Act c o n p e l l e d  many Cuban r e f i n e r i e s  t o  c l o s e  down and 

r u i n e d  t h c  flmerican market  f o r  a l l  b u t  h i g h  g rade  tobaccos .  

T h i s  had t h e  e f f e c t  05 i n t e n s i f y i n g  Cuba's  monocul ture  and 

p e r p e t u a t i n g  n pr i r r~a ry  p r o d u c t i o n  econoiny. 19 

- 

Cubs ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Aner ica  i s  i m p o r t a n t  b o t h  i n  

u n d e r s t a n d i r ~ g  t h e  o u t b r e a k  of  t h e  War of  l n l l r p m d e n c e  i n  

1895 and Amcricar p o l i c y  toward t h a t  war. I n  1693,  t h e  

world d e p r e s s i o n  began.  I n  1894 t h e  Wilson-Goirlez t a r i f i  

imposed a  f o r t y  p e r  c e n t  d u t y  on raw s u g a r  which wiped o u t  

Cuba's advan tage  i n  t h e  Arncricai~ sugaie r n a ~ k e t .  1 % ~  v a l u e  



Of Cuban sugar  e x p o r t s  f e l l  by one t h i r d .  I n  r e t a l i a t i o n ,  

Spain  imposed d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  d u t i e s  on A ~ e r  i c a n  imp&,ts t o  

Cuba. The e f f e c t   as t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of Span i sh  

merchants  and t o  r a i s e  p r i c e s  i n  Cuba.47 D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  

w i t h  c o l o n i a l i s m  was now g e n e r a l i z e d .  When wc r e v i e w  t h e  

War of  Indepcndmce  and subsequen t  Cuban-Amer i c a n  r e l a t i o n s  

we w i l l  f i n d  e l o q u e n t  t e s t imony  o f  t h e  ircpact  t h a t  Uni ted  

S t a t e s '  i nves tment  and t r a d e  had on Uni ted  S t a t e s '  ' d i p l o -  

macy'. 

C .  THE DEVELOPN3NT OF THE C'L;BAN WORKING CLI'SS 

Poor w h i t e s  i n  Cuba s u f f e r e d  n o t  o n l y  from t h e  ex- 

pans ion  of  t h e  Cuban sugar  i n d u s t r y  b u t  a l s o  from t h e  
b 

f l u c t u a t i . n g  c o s t  of  l i v i n g  and t h e  economic i n s e c u r i t y  

o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  economy.48 A t a r i f f  war waged by  

Spain  a g a i n s t  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e -  

c a p t . ~ ~  a l a r g e r  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  Cuban t r a d e ,  cu lmina ted  i n  

1883 w i t h  t h e  ' n e a r  r u i n '  of t h e  Cuban economy.49 A t  t h e  

same t i r , ~  p r i c e  d e c l i n e  i n  t h o  American s u g a r  markeL 

added t o  ~ u b a ' s  d e p r e s s e d  economic c o n d i t i o n s .  While 

sugar  p r o d u c t i o n  r o s e ,  p r i c e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e c l i n e .  The 

p r i c e  o f  d u t y - p a i d  raw sugar  i n  NCTJ York f e l l  from te:: c e n t s  

pe r  pound i n  1870 t o  5.9 c e n t s  per  pour~d i n  1884 and t o  

3 . 2  c e n t s  p e r  pound i n  1894.50 



C h a r l e s  Page c o r r e c t l y  n o t e s  i n  h i s  h i s t o r y  of  Cuban 

l a b o u r  t h a t  t h e  s p r e a d  of r a d i c a l  i d e o l o g y  and c l a s s  c o n -  

s c i o u s n e s s  among t h e  Cuban working c l a s s  by i t s  l e a d e r s  

took p l a c e  "... w h i l e  . . .  t h e  workers  were l e a r n i n g  

p r a g m a t i c a l l y  from t h e  e v e r  worsen ing  economic c o n d i t i o n s .  "51 

I n  t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i t  i s  n o t  su rp r i s i i , : :  t h a t  t h e  workers  

i.e j e c t e d  t h e  moderate  r e fo rmism of S a t u r n i n o  Mar t inez  and 

adopted t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  views of  t h e  new g e n e r a t i o n  of  

l e a d e r s ,  t h e  a n a r c h o - s y n d i c a l i s t s .  

S a t u r n i n o  Mar t inez  f i r s t  came t o  prominence a s  e d i t o r  

of -- La Aurora ,  founded b e f o r e  t h e  Ten Years  War. H i s  r e f o r m -  

i s t  l e a d e r s h i p  of  t h e  Cuban l a b o u r  movement was uncha l l enged  

f o r  twenty  y e a r s  b u t ,  w r i t e s  Page,  ". . . h i s  t a n g i b l e  

accompl ishments  were n e g l i g i b l e . "  I n  1885 t h e  C i r c u l o  de  

Traba j adores  was founded i n  Havana by a n a r c h o - s y n d i c a l i s t  s ,  

and i n  1887 t h e y  s t a r t e d  t h e i r  own p a p e r ,  E l  P r o d u c t o r .  

They dcmanded n o t  o n l y  n a t i o n a l  l i b x a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  s o c i a l  

r e v o l u t i o n .  The movement had l i n k s  w i t h  European and 

American a n a r c h i s t s  and d u r i n g  t h e  War of  Independence,  

I t a l i a n  and Span i sh  a n a r c h i s t s  c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  Cuban 

r e b e l s . 5 2  During t h e  1 8 7 0 1 s ,  g u i l d s  had begun t o  a p p e a r  

i n  many t r a d e s  a c r o s s  t h e  i s l a n d .  Among t h o s e  who 

formed g u i l d s  were t h e  c o o p e r s ,  c o b b l e r s ,  c a r p e n t e r s ,  



b r i c k l a y e r s  b a k e r s  and p o r t w o r k e r s  . 5 3  Labour m i l i t a n c y  i n -  

c r e a s e d  and a c t i o n  seems t o  have been  o r i e n t e d  n o t  s o  much 

t o  improving I s h o u r ' s  p o s i t i o n  a s  t o  m a i n t a i n i n g  i t  i n  t h e  

f a c e  of i n c r e a s i n g  d e p r i v a t i o n .  As we would e x p e c t ,  econo-  

mic i n s e c u r i t y  a n d ' r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a t i o n '  produced a r e s p o n s e  

f r o x  t h o s e  a f f e c t e d .  1 1 1  1882,  t a i l o r s  i n  Havana s t r u c k  i n  a n  

e f f o r t  t o  r e s i s t  a  wage c u t .  I n  1883,  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  evade 

t h e  consequences  of  i n f l a t i o n ,  l a b o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  

Havana demanded payment i n  g o l d . 5 4  

The e a r l y  l a b o u r  movement d i d  n o t  f i n d  i t s  o p e r a t i o n s  

e a s y .  The i m p o r t a t i o n  of s t r i k e  b r e a k e r s  was common; a  

c a r t e r ' s  s t r i k e  was b roken  by t r o o p s ,  and b a k e r s  who had 

s t r u c k  f o r  h i g h e r  wages were impr i soned .  The h e a d q u a r t e r s  

o f  t h e  C i r c u l o  de  T r a b a j a d o r e s ,  were  c o n t i n u a l l y  r a i d e d  by 

t h e  p o l i c e . 5 5  Under t h e  1879 p e n a l  code ,  U n i o n i s t s  cou ld  be  

p r o s e c u t e d  e i t h e r  under A r t i c l e  260 f o r  d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  

' ~ u b l i c  p e a c e '  o r  under A r t i c l e  567 f o r  c o n s p i r i n g  ' t o  i n -  

c r e a s e  o r  lower wages e x c e s s i v e l y ' .  

I n  s p i t e  of  t h i s  t h e  un ions  c o n t i n u e d  t o  grow. I n  

1892, t h e  Ci- rculo  de  Traba jndores  convened t h e  f i r s t  Na- 

t i o n a l  Workers'  Congress .  The c o n g r e s s  was i n d i c a t i v e  of 

t h e  i n c r e a s e d  development of  t h e  Cuban l a b o u r  movement, 

and marked t h e  d e c i s i v e  t r iumph of t h e  r e v o l u t  i o n a r y  views 



of  t h e  a n a r c h o - s y n d t c a l i s t s . 5 6  By 1899, ~ a r t i n c z '  p o r t r a i t  

had been t u r n e d  t o  t h e  w a l l  of t h e  tobacco  workers1  ha l l .  

w h i l e  he  h i m s e l f  h&d become s e c r e t a r y  of  t h e  o f f i c i a l  

Chan~ber of  Commerce.59 One thousand d e l e g a t e s  a t t e n d e d  

t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  i n  1892. They came mainly  from Havana, b u t  

t h e r e  was a l s o  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  from P i n a r  d e l  Rio ,  I Ia tanzas ,  

San ta  C l a r a ,  C ienfuegos ,  P u e r t o  P r i n c i p e  and S a n t i a g o  de  

Cuba. The c o n f e r e n c e  was i n  c l e a r  d e f i a n c e  of  A r t i c l e  567 

of  t h e  Pena l  Code o f  1879, and w i t h i n  f i -ve  days  t h e  l e a d e r s  

were a r r e s t e d ,  b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  t h e y  paseed t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

r e s o l u t i o n :  

I I (1)  The Congress r e c o g n i s e s  t h a t  t h e  working c l a s s  

canno t  emancipate  i t s e l f  u n l e s s  i t  a d o p t s  t h e  
i d e a s  of  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s o c i a l i s m ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
urgc?s t h e  Cuban workers  t o  s t u d y  and adop t  i t s  
p r i n c i p l e s .  

(2 )  The p r e c e d i n g  s t a t e n e n t  can  b e  no o b s t a c l e  t o  
t h e  t r iumph of t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  l i b e r t y  o f  
t h e  Cu!>an peop lc ,  because  i t  ~ ? o u l d  be a b s u r z  
t h a t  t h e  man who a s p i r e s  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  l i b e r t y  
s h o a l d  oppose t h e  l i b e r t y  t o  which t h e  Cuban 
peop le  a s p i r e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h a t  i i b e r t y  might o n l y  
b e  r e l a t i v e  and c o n s i s t  i n  freedom from t h e  
yoke of  a n o t h e r  peopl.e."58 

Page n o t e s  t h a t  I f . . .  t h e  f o r m a t i v e  p e r i o d  of  t h e  l a b o u r  

movement i n  Cuba, from 1855-1902 ... i s  of  l e s s  importance  

i n  o r g a n i z a 2 i o n a l  achievement  t h a n  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  and a d -  

vancement of  t h c  Cuban v o r k i n g  c l a s s  a l o n g  l i n e s  of  

c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  "59 It i s  oci- p o i n t  t h a t  a n  understancline; 

of t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of  t he  War of  Inc'epenilcncr. cennot: be  gbined 



i a  acknowledged. I n  our d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  devc lopxen t  of t h e  

Cuban r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t y  we w i l l  s e e  t h a t  l abour  m i l f t a n c y  

was n o t  c o n f i n e d  t o  Cuba and t h a t  t h e  emigre tobacco workers  

p rov ided  t h e  key  f i n a n c i a l  b a s e  f o r  t h e  l aunch ing  o f  t h e  Cuban 

r e v o l u t i o n .  F i r s t ,  however, we sho-uld touch b r i e f l y  on t h e  

r o l e  and c h a r a c t e r  of J o s e  M a r t i ,  t h e  son o f  a Spanish 

arny s e r g e a n t  s t a t i o n e d  i n  Cuba, who was e x < l e d  i n  1869 a t  

t h e  age  of s i x t e e n  f o r  h i s  p a r t  i n  p u b l i s h i n g  a  p a t r i o t i c  

newspaper and who was r a p i d l y  t o  become t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  

Cuban Tndependence movement. 

d .  JOSE MART1 

M a r t i  p layed t h e  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  t h e  

d i v e r s e  b ranches  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement i n  Cuba and 

o u t s i d e .  The P c c t  of ~ a n j o n  had brought  t o  a  c l o s e  t h e  Ten 

y e a r s '  War b u t  i t  had n o t  brought  peace t o  t h e  i s l a n d .  The 

Pact  had promised p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  t o  Cubans e q u a l  t o  t h o s e  

enjoyed by P u e r t o  Kico - which t h e  Cubans were t o l d  were 

s i m l l a r  t o  t h o s e  enjoyed by t h e  p rov inces  of Spain .  It 

d i d  n o t  t a k e  l o c g  f o r  t he  Cubans t o  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  P u e r t o  

Rico was s t i l l  l e g a l l y  i n  a  s t a t e  of s i e g e .  

The Spanish Governor, N a r t i n e z  C a m p s ,  a d v i s e d  Hadrid ,  



"it must be  emphasized: t h e  i n h a h i t s n t s  of  t h i s  p r o v i n c e  wish 

t o  b e  a  p r o v i n c e  acd  I am h e r e  r e c o r d i n g  t h e i r  c o m p l a i n t s  - 

whic!~ t a d a y  t h e y  p r e s e n t  i n  a  c a l u  v o i c e  and which t o m x r o w  

t h e y  may demand t o o  l o u d l y  and violently. "60 

The warning f e l l  on deaf  e a r s ;  a n  underground movement 

sp read  th roughout  t h e  i s land."Over  and above l o c a l  p r i d e ,  

t h e r e  were c e r t a i n  l e s s o n s  l c a r n e d  from t h e  p a s t  war,  p r i n c i -  

p a l l y  t h e  l e s s o n  t h a t  a merely  r e g i o n a l  movement was t o o  

v u l n e r a b l e .  The e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  a f u t u r e  war would depend 

upon i t s  b e i n g  a s l rnul taneous  r e b e l l i o n  th roughout  t h e  whole 

i s l a n d . " 6 1  The underground movemcnt made s t e a d y  p r o g r e s s .  

I n  August 1879,  u p r i s i n g s  took p l a c e  i n  O r i e n t e  and t h e  

c e n t r a l  p a r t  of  t h e  i s l a n d ,  b u t  t h e y  were q u i c k l y  p u t  down. 

M a r t i  l e a r n e d  t h e  l e s s o n s  of  t h e  p a s t  w e l l  - any f u t u r e  

war must be  w e l l  p r e p a r e d  and w e l l  l e d .  He, more t h a n  any  

o t h e r  f i g u r e ,  was t o  p r o v i d e  t h i s  l e a d e r s h i p  and p r c p a r a t t c n .  

Comparable w i t h  B o l i v a r ,  a s  a  L a t i n  American f i g ~ l r e ,  

M a r t i  i s  a  c l a s s i c  example of  t h e  L a t i n  American pensador .  

A m2n of  profound though t  and dynamic a c t i o n ,  h e  was e q u a l l y  

I n  1875, he  r e t u r n e d  from exile t o  j o i n  h i s  f a m i l y ,  now i n  



Mexico. I n  1877 he  made a b r i e f  v i s i t  t o  Cuba; r e c u r n i n g  i n  

1878 he became a c t i v e l y  invo lved  i n  p o l i t i c s  a s  an  advoca te  

of independence r a t h e r  t h a n  a s s i m i l a t i o n  t o  Spa in .  A f t e r  t h e  

r i s i n g s  of August 1879 he was s e n t  t o  Spa in  under ' s u r v ? i l l a n c e ' .  

He l e f t  Spa in  f o r  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  1881 and engaged h i m s e l f  

i n  t h e  work of  t h e  Cuban R e v o l u t i o n a r y  J u n t a ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  by 

General  Garc ia  t h r e e  months a f t e r  t h e  s i g n i n g  of  t h e  P a c t  of  

Zan jon.  

During t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  Ten Years War n a t i o n a l i s m  had 

i n c r e a s e d .  Cubans now had h e r o e s  and ina r ty r s .  A Cuban 

w r i t e s  of  one such occ.asion,  

"The murder o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  (by v o l u n t e e r s  i n  Kovem- 
b e r  1871) gave t o  p a t r i o t i c  Cubails t h e  unique v a l u e  
of  symbol and p r e c e d e n t  which martyrdom always  g i v e s  
t o  a  c a u s e .  The c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h a t  s a c r i f i c e  - 
t h e  you th  of  t h e  v i c t i m s ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  were 
s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  monstrous d i s p a r i t y  between t h e  a l l e g e d  
o f f e n s e  and t h e  p u n i s h m n t  meted o u t ,  t h e  v i o l e n t  
and f a n a t i c a l  conduct  of  t h e  v o l u n t e e r s  and t h e  
s p i n e l e s s  c o m p l i c i t y  of  t h e  I n s u l a r  governnent  - made 
November 2 7 t h  t h e  s a c r e d  sym'sol o f  Cuba.I162 

Maceo's r e f u s a l  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  Pact  of  Zanjon had r e s c u e d  

p a t r i o t i s m  from d e f e a t ,  b u t  i t  was under M a r t i ' s  l e a d e r s h i p  ' 

t h a t  Cuban n a t i o n a l i s m  was t o  mature .  

h%en Cal . ix to  Garc ia  l e f t  Net{ York f o r  Cuba t o  g i v e  

s u p p o r t  t o  che r e b e l l i o n  which had been f l a r i n g  m c r e  o r  



l e s s  o p e n l y  s i n c e  1879,  M a r t i  became a c t i n g  p r e s i d e n t  of tlie 

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  J u n t a .  M a r t i  was o n l y  t w e n t y - e i g h t  y e a r s  of  

age .  A f t e r  G a r c i a ' s  d e f e a t ,  M a r t i  w r o t e  t o  a n o t h e r  r e v o l u -  

t i o n a r y  l e a d e r ,  Emi l io  Nunez, g i v i n g  him p e r m i s s i o n  t o  

s u r r e n d e r .  He w r o t e  i n  p a r t ,  "Men l i k e  you and me must d e s i r e  

f o r  o u r  l a n d  a  r a d i c a l  and solemn redempt ion  imposed, i f  

n e c e s s a r y  and p o s s i b l e ,  today ,  tommorrow and a l w a y s ,  by 

f o r c e  .'I63 

P a t i e n c e  was e s s e n t i a l .  The movement i n  Cuba was weak 

and t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  w - ;  now i n  t h e  hands  of  t h e  r e f o r m i s t s  

o r  a u t o n o m i s t s  who wished t o  p e r s u a d e  S p a i n  t o  concede 

some l i m i t e d  freedoms. M a r t i  had no c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e i r  

methods b u t  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

f o r c e s  c o u l d  n o t  a c t ,  b e f o r e  t h e  n e x t  war ,  r e fo rmism had 

once a g a i n  t o  p rove  i t s  impotence.  I n  New York he r a p i d l y  

became a  p u b l i c  f i g u r e  After  a  speech  commemorating t h e  

c e n t e n n i a l  o f  B o l i v i a ,  one of  h i s  b i o g r a p h e r s  w r o t e ,  "From 

t h a t  t ime on M a r t i  became i n  New York someth ing  more t h a n  

t h e  l i v i n g  symbol o f  Cuba . . .  he was t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  

what he  h i m s e l f  would s a c r a m e n t a l l y  c a l l  'Our America1."64 

Marti's American v i s i o n  was broadened by  h i s  s t a y s  i n  

Venezuela ,  Mexict and Guatamala,  b u t  h i s  pan-Americanism 



was o f  a d l  f f e r e n t :  11lnnd t h a n  t h a t  p o p u l a r  i n  t h e  Uni ted  

S t a t e s .  When i n  1881,  S e n a t o r  Hawley s a i d  "And when we 

have t a k e n  Canada and Mexico and we r e i g n  w i t h o u t  r i v a l s  

on t h e  c o n t i n e n t ,  what k i n d  of c i v i l i z a t i o n  w i l l  we come 

t o  have i n  t h e  f u t u r e ? " .  M a r t i  r e p l i e d  i n  t h e  Venezuelan 

p a p e r ,  La Opinion National, "A t e r r i b l e  c@ indeed - t h a t  

o f  Car thage . "65  A.M. Hennessey i s  one of  t h e  few w e s t e r n  

academics  who r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  impor tance  o f  M a r t i  i n  l a t e r  

Cuban developments .  Not o n l y  d i d  M a r t i ' s  v i s i o n a r y  u t o p i a  

of  a new independen t  Cuba c o n t r a s t  h a r s h l y  w i t h  American 

o c c u p a t i o n  and l a t e r  s u b s e r v i e n c y  b u t  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  

and i d e a s ,  he f i r e d  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  

s i x t y  y e a r s .  Hennessey,  by  no means a  communist 

s y m p a t h i z e r ,  w r i t e s  p e r c e p t i v e l y .  

"Cas t ro  s e e s  h i m s e l f  a s  a  d i s c i p l e  who u n d e r t a k e s  
t h e  second l i b e r a t i o n  of  L a t i n  America which t h e  
' A p o s t l e '  had p reached .  ' I  c a r r y  i n  my h e a r t  t h e  
t e a c h i n g s  of t h e  Mas te r '  he s a i d  i n  h i s  H i s t o r y  
W i l l  Absolve Me speech  of  1953 i n  which he  a l s o  
d e s c r i b e d  M a r t i  a s  t h e  ' i n s t i g a t o r  o f  t h e  2 6 t h  
J u l y '  ... Even t h e  l a n d i n g  f rom t h e  Grzmma on a n  
i s o l a t e d  p a r t  of  t h e  s o u t h  c o a s t  of  O r i e n t e  was 
a  r e p l i c a  of  Marti's l a n d i n g  i n  1895.  C a s t r o  

.. c a s t  h i m s e l f  i n  a  r o l e  i n s p i r e d  by M a r t i ' s  b e l i e f  
i n  t h e  supreme importance  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l e a d -  
e r .  "66 

The Cuban l e a d e r s  s t i l l  c l a i m  d i r e c t  l i n k s  w i t h  Pfa r t i .  

I n  Havana h i s  pho tographs ,  p o r t r a i t s ,  s t a t u e s  and books 



abound. H i s  works a r e  r e a d  i n  a l l  s c h o o l s ,  h i s  name mentioned 

on many r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o c c a s i o n s  and w h i l e  t h e  a n a l y s t s  o f  

~ a r t i ' s  i d e a s  may d i s p u t e  h i s  i d e o l o g i c a l  a f f i n i t y  t o  Cast roism,  

t h e r e  i s  no doubt t h a t  f o r  many Cubans he  p r o v i d e s  a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  l i n k  between ~ a s t r o ' s  advocacy of c o n t i n e n t a l  

r e v o l u t i o n  today  and t h e  a u t h e n t i c  h i s t o r y  o f  Cuban n a t  

a l i s m .  

J o r g e  Ylnach wr i t e s  a f i t t i n z  c o n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  ep 

logue t o  h i s  b iography  of Mart i :  

"With t h e  Spanish power ended on t h e  i s l a n d ,  t h e  
m i l i t a r y  occt~patLon by t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  over  
t h e  p r o t e s t s  o f  p a t r i o t i c  Cubans, appeared t o  
throw over  t h e  d e s t i n y  of Cuba t h c  shadovs which 
M a r t i  had w i t h  f o r e s e e i n g  e a r n e s t n e s s  wished t o  
ward o f f  ... M a r t i ' s  i d e a l  d i d  n o t  consen t  t o  
m u t i l a t i o n s .  It con t inued  t o  l i v e  and t o  g i v e  
s u s t e n a n c e  t o  new Cuban g e n e r a t i o n s .  "67 

On January  5, 1892, E l  P a r t i d o  Revoluc ionar io  Cubano, 

l e d  by M a r t i ,  came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  i n  New York. Maarti i m -  

m e d i a t e l y  sought  a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  new par ty .  f r n n  a l l  t h e  

e n l g r e  c l u b s .  I n  March, a  newspaper,  P a t r i a  was launched.  

By September,  M a r t i  f e l t  s t r o n g  enough t o  o f f e r  Plaximo 

Gomez t h e  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s h i p .  



I n  1884,  E.lartJ had rp1i.t w i t h  C,omez because  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  

d i c t a t o r i a l  a t t i L u d e  and h i s  demand f o r  c o n t r o l  by thc m i l i t a r y  

over  t h e  revo l t - .  The c o n t r o v e r s y  over  c i v j l i a n  o r  m i l i c a r y  

l e a d e r s h i p  ( c o r i o u s l y  p a r a l l e l e d  i n  L a t i n  Aver ica  today)  was 

r e s o l v e d  by N a r t i ' s  s u c c e s s  i n  b u F l d i n g  a  c i v i l i a n  p a r t y  and 

by t h e  e n t r u s t i n g  o f  f u l l  m i l i t a r y  coiniand t o  Gomez. A y e a r  

l a t e r ,  Haceo 17as approached i n  Costa  Rlca  where he was l e a d i n g  

a c o l o n y  of  Cubans. He t o o  a c c e p t e d  b h r t i ' s  o f f e r  o f  a  p r o -  

minent  r o l e  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  

F i n a l l y ,  b r t d  took p a i n s  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  c o - o r d i n a t e d  

underground i n  Cuba i t s e l f .  "Thus", w r i t e s  one h i s t o r i a n ,  

"Jose  %r t i  d e ~ l o n s t r a t e d  a g a i n  and a g a i n  t h a t  he  cou ld  sup-  

p l y  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  q a a l i t i e s  s o  p a i n f u l . l y  l a c k i n g  i n  

t h e  p r e v t o u s  e f f o r t s . " 6 8  

f .  TdE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE 

Gomez gave t h e  o r d e r  t o  t h e  r e b c l s  t o  b e  r e a d y  by 

February  1834 h u t  del-sys on t h e  i s l a n d ,  where t h e  r i c h  

m i l l  owners were p l e a d i n g  f o r  t ime t o  h a r v e s t  and g r i n d  

t h e  sugar b e f o r e  aJiy r e b e l l i o n  shou ld  s t a r t ,  s1.oved t h e  

c o m i e n c e n ~ ~ n t .  Tne r e b e l s  were f u r t h e r  de layed  i n  January  



1895 when, f o l l o v i n g  a n  o f f i c i a l  Span i sh  p r c t e s  t t o  Washing- 

t o n ,  t h e  r e b e l s  equipment i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  wc8s c o n f i s -  

c a t e d . 6 9  The r e b e l s  l o s t  $58,000 o f  war m a t e r i a l s ,  t h e  

r e s u l t  of  t h r e e  y e a r s  p r e p a r a t i o n .  Ho~iever ,  s o  impressed 

were t h e  emigres  w i t h  t h e  s c a l e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and e q u i p -  

ment Ondiscovered u n t i l  January ,  t h a t  t h e  tobacco  workers  

i n  Key West and Tampa q u i c k l y  r a i s e d  $5,573 and a  f u r t h e r  

$2,000 was borrowed from t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  S a n t o  Domingo, 

who S U ~ F O T ~ ~ ~  t h e  r e b e l l i o n .  

New s i ~ p p l i e s  were q u i c k l y  g a t h e r e d  and Maceo and t h e  

p a r t y  from Costa  Rica  landed i n  Cuba on t h e  3 1 s t  o f  

Eiarch.70 The p r e v i o u s  month, t h e  r e b e l s '  s t a n d a r d  had 

been  r a i s e d  a t  B a i r c  by General  Ear to lome Maso, a  r i c h  

hncendndo, and a  b l a c k ,  General  Gui l l e rmo Moncada, bo th  -----.- - 

v e t e r a n s  o f  t h e  Ten y e a r s '  War. On A p r i l  l l t h ,  Gomez and 

Mart i landed  f rom t h e  Dominican Repub l ic .  

The o n t b r e a k  of  r e v o l t  c a n  have cone a s  nc s w p r i s e  

t o  t h e  Span i sh .  The Peacc o f  Zanjon hsd become, a t  b e s t ,  

a n  uneasy t r u c e .  A  woman v i s i t o r  i n  1887 t o  t h e  l e a d i n g  

American s u g a r  e s t a t e  of  Edwin Atk ins  obse rved  t h a t  



everyone t r a v e l l e d  w i t h  r i f l e  and p i s t o l s ,  and t h a t  t h e  p l a c e  

was surrounded by armgd g u a r d s . 7 1  There  had been p e r i o d i c  

o u t b r e a k s  o f  f i g h t i n g  s i n c e  1877. It i s  perhaps  u s e f u l  t o  

r e c a l l  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  Ten Years '  War t o  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  

for  what i s  t o  come. F i f t y  thousand Cubans and perhaps  a s  

many a s  208,000 S p a n i a r d s  had l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s . 7 2  The war 

had c o s t  Spain  Three m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  which i t  b i l l e d  

Cuba, and a  t o t a l  o f  seven m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  o f  damage had been 

done i n  Cuba. 

I n  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  y e a r s  General  Weyler was t o  s e t  new 

r e c o r d s  of b r u t a l i t y .  The Cuban War of Independence has  

been compared t o  t h e  l a t e r  c o l o n i a l  wars  of A l g e r i a  and 

Vie t  Narn.73 Coming a t  a  t ime  of growing American i n v o l v e -  

ment abroad and a t  a  t ime when Cuba was f a r  more advanced 

t h a n  t h e  Spanish c o l o n i e s  & t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  

i n e v i t a b l y  t h e  war b o r e  l i t t l e  resemblance t o  t h o s e  e a r l i e r  

L a t i n  American s t r u g g l e s .  

Marti was k i l l e d  i n  h i s  f i r s t  b a t t l e  on Y I y  1 9 t h .  

E s t r a d a  Palma t e m p o r a r i l y  took ~ a r t i ' s  p l a c e  a s  head of t h e  

Cuban r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p z r t y .  When we d i s c u s s  h i s  r o l e  a s  

f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  new Cuban r e p u b l i c ,  i t  w i l l  be a p -  



p a r e n t  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  s h a r e  ~ a r t i '  s  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  f e r v o u r .  

Gomez and h c e o  f o u g h t  on and q u i c k l y  p u t  t h e  Span i sh  

f o r c e s  on t h e  d e f e n s i v e .  By J a n u a r y  1897, Gomez was en-  

camped i n  Marianao,  j u s t  o u t s i d e  Havana. The whole i s l a n d  

was i n  arms. A t  t h i s  s t a g e ,  ' b u t c h e r '  Weyler was s e n t  o v e r  t o  

r e p l a c e  Mar t inez  Ca~, ,>os .  Weyler l e d  200,000 Span i sh  t r o o p s ,  

t h e  l o c a l  m i l i t i a  and ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  e v e r  f a i t h f u l  voluntaries. 

Recogn iz ing ,  l i k e  h i s  modern c o u n t e r p a r t s ,  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  

of  a  h o s t i l e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  Weyler i n t r o d u c e d  s t r a t e g i c  ham- 

l e t s  - campos de  r e c o n c e n t r a c i o n .  While t h e s e  had l i t t l e  

e f f e c t  i n  e n d e a r i n g  Weyler t o  t h e  Cubans, t h e y  were  i n s t r u m e n -  

t a l ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  measures ,  i n  k i l l i n g  some 250,000 t o  

350,000 Cubans.74 

On December 7 t h ,  1896,  t h e  r e b e l  f o r c e s  s u f f e r e d  a  major 

s e t b a c k .  Maceo was s h o t  i n  t h e  back and k i l l e d  w h i l e  r e v i e w -  

i n g  h i s  t r o o p s  o n l y  e i g h t e e n  m i l e s  f rom Havana. I n  a n  

a t t e m p t  t o  s a v e  Maceo's body, Gomez' s o n ,  F r a n c i s c o ,  was 

a l s o  k i l l e d .  The r e b e l s  s u f f e r e d  h e a v i l y  from t h e  l o s s  of  

morale .  However, by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  J u n e ,  Gomez had overcome 

t h e s e  s e t b a c k s  and r o u t e d  t h e  S p a n i a r d s  a t  S a r a t o g a .  

More i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  c o u n t  of  t h e  a c t u a l  b a t t l e s  



fough t  i s  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h a t  war .  I t  i s  

b e s t  summed rip by Armando H a r t ,  a  member of  t h e  c e n t r a l  com- 

m i t t e e  of  t h e  Cuban Communist P a r t y .  I n  1962,  i n  a  d e d i c a t i o n  

t o  Maceo, he  s a i d ,  

"The g r e a t n e s s  and p r o f u n d i t y  of  o u r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
movement today  . . .  d e r i v e s  f rom a  s e r i e s  of  h i s -  
t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  which a r e  t o  b e  found i n  g r e a t  
p a r t  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  f o r  indepen-  
dence and i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  n a t i o n a l  f o r m a t i o n  i n  
o u r  c o u n t r y .  The f a c t  t h a t  we were  t h e  l a s t  c o l o n y  
t h a t  l i b e r a t e d  i t s e l f  from Span i sh  domina t ion ,  
f o r c e d  us  t o  deve lop  a  l a r g e r  s t r u g g l e ,  i n  which 
s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  matured and h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  
emerged. The s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  independence o f  
Cuba was i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n c t  t h e  
expans ion  of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  The o t h e r  l i b e r a -  
t i o n  movements a g a i n s t  t h e  c o l o n i a l  bond i n  L a t i n  
America were n o t  i n f l u e n c e d  by  t h i s  a n t i - i m p e r i a l -  
i s m  ... For t h e  whole l e n g t h  of  o u r  war of  indepen-  
dence,  t h e r e  was p r e s e n t  a s  a t h r e a t e n i n g  r e a l i t y  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f a l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  bowels of  t h e  
American m o n s t e r .  "75 

It i s  i n s t r u c t i v e  t o  draw a  compar ison w i t h  t h e  American 

war a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h .  The Cubans had no power fu l  f r i e n d s ,  

t h e i r  s u p p l i e s  were e i t h e r  sneaked th rough  t h e  Span i sh  and 

American c o a s t  g u a r d s  o r  came from i n s i d e  t h e  i s l a n d .  

Havana's  p r o s t i t u t e s  c o l l e c t e d  i n  c a r t r i d g e s ,  n o t  money, from t h e  

Span i sh  s o l d i e r s  and s e n t  them e a s t . 7 6  An American, C a r l e -  

t o n  B e a l s ,  wro te :  

"The Cuban s t r u g g l e  r e p r e s e n t s  a  much more b r i l -  
l i a n t ,  a rduous  and s e l f - s a c r i f i c i n g  e f f o r t  t h a n  
o u r  own r e v o l u t i o n .  l h e  Span i sh  r o y a l  f o r c e s  
were f a r  more overwhelming.  Whole r e g i m e n t s  o f  
s o - c a l l e d  American p a t r i o t s  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  r e t u r n  
home u n l e s s  t h e i r  back wages were f u l l y  p a i d  up 



and t h e y  r e c e i v e d  c a s h  bonus f o r  r e - e n l i s t m e n t .  
The Cuban p a t r i o t s  f c u g h t  t h e  war w i t h o u t  pay.  Par 
more r e s o u r c e s  a c d  a b n e g a t i o n  were  needed t h a n  t o  
a c h i e v e  o u r  own freedom."77 

The Cuban r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  d i d  n o t  have a c l e s r  f i e l d  

on t h e  i s l a n d .  The r i c h  C r e o l e s  a g a i n  r a i s e d  t h e  s p e c t r e  

o f  b l a c k  t y r a n n y .  I n  f a c t ,  a  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  t r o o p s  may 

r * 4 

have been b l a c k , 7 8  which g i v e s  some i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  socfi3'j 

compos i t ion  o f  t h e  army. l'he name g i v e n  t h e  r e b e l s  - - mam- 

b i s e s  - was o f  A f r i c a n  o r i g i n . 7 9  Plauy m i l l  owners cont ln t ied  

g r i n d i n g  d e s p i t e  t h e  o r d e r s  t h a t  o n l y  t h o s e  pay ing  t a x e s  

t o  t h e  i n d e p e n d e c z e  f o r c e s  cou ld  do s o .  As a r e s u l t ,  

Gomez' march wes t  was a b l a z e  of  b u r n i n g  h a c i e n d a s .  I n  

Cuba, w i t h  i t s  p o p u l a t i o n  o: 1,570,C0OY t h e  Span i sh  had 

twice  a s  many t r o o p s  (218,000) a s  t h e y  had had i n  t h e  whole 

o f  mainland L a t i n  America d u r i n g  t h e  Car of  Independence 

t h e r e .  8 0  

g HUMNISEI OR IMPERIALISM? 

"In  t h e  name o f  humanity,  i n  t h e  name o f  c i v i l i z a -  
t i c n ,  i n  b e h a l f  of  endangered Amarican i n t e r e s t s  I which g i v e  u s  t h e  r i g h t  and t h e  d u t y  t o  speak 
and t o  a c t ,  t h e  war i n  Cuba must s t o p .  I 1  

- ~ c ~ i n l e ~ '  s  inessage t o  Congress ,  
A p r i l  11, 1898. 81 



"While we a r e  c o n d u c t i n g  t h e  war and mt i l  i t s  c o n -  
c l u s i o n ,  we must keep  a l l  we g e t ;  when t h e  war i s  
o v e r ,  we must keep what we wan t . "  

- McKinley d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  war.82 

A g r e a t  d e a l  h a s  been w r i t t e n  on t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n t e r -  

v e n t i o n  i n  Cuba by thos  who, l i k e  Ambassador Har ry  F. Guggen- 

heim, b e l i e v e  t h a t  "American i n t e r v e n t  i o n  gave Cuba i t s  

independenceW83 and by t h o s e  who, l i k e  Wi l l i am Appleman 

Wi l l i ams ,  v iew h i s t o r y  from a  more r e a l i s t i c  p e r s p e c t i v e .  

There  i s  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  space  h e r e  t h o r o u g h l y  t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e  and recot . i l t  t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  b u t  even  Guggenheim 

conceded t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  had a n  economic i n t e r e s t  i n  

t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  c o n f l i c t  between S p a i n  and Cuba. The con-  

t r o v e r s y  may, i n  l a r g e  p a r t ,  r e f l e c t  a  d i v i s i o n  o f  oi.Fnion 

i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  i t s e l f .  Among t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  i n  t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  t h e r e  was a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  sympathy f o r  t h e  

c a u s e  of  Cuban independence and o u t r a g e  a t  t h e  s a v a g e r y  w i t h  

which Cuban p a t r i o t s  were t r e a t e d .  Among upper c l a s s  Americans 

t h e r e  was scep t i c l i sm abou t  t h e  a b i l i t y  of  t h e  Cubans t o  govern  

themse lves  and f e a r  abou t  t h e  s a f e t y  of  Cuban i n v e s t m e n t s  and 

t r a ( ' y .84  I n i t i a l l y  t h e  s u g a r  i n t e r e s t s  urged a g a i n s t  r e c o g -  

n i t i o n  o f  b e l l i g e r e n c y . 8 5  However, a s  t h e  war deve loped  

i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  c o u l d  n o t  p r o t e c t  i t s  

i n t e r e s t s  merely  1;y a b s t a i n i n g .  



Edward At l t ins ,  owner of  t h e  Solednd,  tlle l a r g e s ~  s u g a r  

p l a n t a t i o n  on t h e  i s l a n d ,  urged h i s  f r i e n d ,  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

S e c r e t a r y  of S t n t c  R ichard  Olney,  n o t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  b e l l i -  

ge rency  s i n c e  t h i s  would a b s o l v e  t h e  Span i sh  f rom p r o t e c t i n g  

American p r o p e r t y .  Some though t  t h e  s o l u t i o n  s t i l l  l a y  I n  

a n n e x a t i o n .  T e n t a t i v e  e f f o r t s  a t  p u r c h a s e  were  made, b u t  

C leve land  though t  t h e  s o l u t i o n  l a y  i n  S p a i n ' s  r e t a i n i n g  

c o n t r o l ,  b u t  conced ing  s u f f i c i e n t  r e f o r m s  t o  r e s t o r e  

peace .  Henry Clews, a  f r e q u e n t  c o r r e s p o n d e n t  o f  t h e  P r e s i -  

d e n t ,  d e c l a r e d  a g a i n s t  American a n n e x a t i o n :  "We r e a l l y  

g a i n  a l l  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  t h r o u g h  e x i s t i n g  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s . " 8 6  

The Cubans were a l s o  d i v i d e d .  Maceo w r o t e  t o  E s t r a d a  

Palma, head o f  t h e  Cuban j u n t a  i n  New York: "As everybody 

i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f a s t e s t  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  war ,  I s e e  

i n  t h e  p u b l i c  p a p e r s  t h a t  i t  i s  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d  if t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s  s h o u l d  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h i s  war o r  n o t ,  and s u s -  

p e c t i n g  t h a t  you, i n s p i r e d  by r e a s o n s  and mot ives  of  
I 

p a t r i o t i s m  a r e  working w i t h o u t  r e s t  t o  advance t h e  Cuban 

c a u s e  a s  much a s  you c a n ,  I v e n t u r e  t o  t e l l  you t h a t  we 

do n o t  need sl :h i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  t r iumph  i n  a  

more o r  l e s s  r a p i d  t ime ,  and i f  we want t o  r e d u c e  t h i s  t ime ,  

send t o  Cuba 25  o r  30 t h ~ u s a n d  r i f l i s  and a  m i l l i o n  



b u l l e t s  i n  onr! c r  two exped i t ions . "87  E s t r a d a  Palma was n o t ,  

however, s o  c l e s r  c u t  i n  h i s  approach - which n a y  b ~  why he 

became s o  a c c e p t a b l e  a s  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  new r e p u b l i c .  

However, i n i t i a l l y ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  chance o f  American 

i n t e r v e n t i o n  a g a i n s t  Spain .  "During t h e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  t h e  

war ,  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  can  be s a i d  t o  have msde a f a i r  

t r i a l  i n s o f a r  as  i t  cou ld ,  of h e l p i n g  Spa in  t o  smother t h e  

i n s u r r e c t i o n . " 8 8  But,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h i s  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  Spanish M i n i s t e r  a t  Washington t o l d  t h e  S t a t e  Depar t -  

ment t h a t  t h e  r e b e l s  were "mere b a n d i t s  a l r e a d y  i n  

f l i g h t " 8 9 ,  t h e  r e v o l t  con t inued  - t o  Anlerica's con t inu i i lg  

c o s t .  

The c o s t  t o  t h e  American government from l o s s  of 

customs revenue ,  t h e  p a t r o l l i n g  of t h e  Uni.ted S:atey c o a s t  

a g a i n s t  Cuban e x p e d i t i o n a r i e s ,  and t h e  i n v e s t j . g a t i o n s  

and r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  on b e h a l f  of i n j u r e d  United S t a t e s  

c i t i z e n s  - o r  Cubans who c la imed IJnited S t a t e s  c l t i z e n -  

s h i p  - r a n  i n t o  s e v e r a l  m t l l i o n  d o l l a r s ;  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  f e d e r a l  budget a t  t h e  t ime .  

I n  s p i t e  of p r e s s  campaigrls an6 vote-catc1:ing po1.i- 

t i c i a n s ,  Cleveland managed t o  s tem t h e  t i d e  f o r  



r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  Cuban b e l l i g e r e n c y  and a c t i v e  a i d  t o  t h e  

r e b e l s .  I n  1897, McKinley became P r e s i d e n t .  C leve land ,  

i n  h i s  f i n a l  a n n u a l  message t o  Congress i n  December 1896, 

had demanded a  c e s s a t i o n  of t h e  war i n  Cuba and t h e  g r a n t -  

i n g  of autonomy t o  t h e  Cubans. He warned t h a t  i f  t h i s  was 

n o t  done,  America might i n t e r v e n e  t o  p r o t e c t  i t s  i n t e r e s t s  

on t h e  i s l a n d .  Olney,  i n  h i s  1896 r e p o r t ,  backed up t h i s  

p o s i t i o n .  Th is  s t a n d ,  w r i t e s  one h i s t o r i a n ,  " c o n t r i b u t e d  

t o  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  war i n  1898: t h e y  (Olney and 

Cleveland)  emphasized t h e  involvement o f  American m a t e r i a l .  
c 

i n t e r e s t s  and provided a  r a t i o ~ l a k  f o r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  use 

f o r c e ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e s e  i n t e r e s t s . " 9 0  

The Republ ican  p l a t f o r m ,  headed by f.lcKinl.ey, had 

promised a  more m i l i t a n t  Cuban p o l i c y .  The Democratic 

p l a t f o r m  had ex tended  'sympathy'  t o  t h e  Cubans. The 
/ 

Republ icans  had s a i d  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  shou ld  'lac- 

t i v e l y  use  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  and good o f f i c e s "  i n  o b t a i n i n g  

independence f o r  t h e  Cubans. 9 1  The Republi.cans were a l s o  

conlniitted t o  r e s t o r i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  t o  an  economy s t i l l  

s h a k y  a f t e r  t h e  1893 d e p r e s s i o n .  To do t h i s ,  h e a l t h y  

t r a d e  must be  r e s t o r e d ,  and t h e  damage t o  American i n -  

ves tments  2n Cuba ended. 



Two books,  which a r c  n i l c s t o n e s  i n  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  o f  

Cuban h i s t o r y ,  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  mid-19201s, emphasize t h e  

r o l e  o f  popula r  f e e l i n g  i n  beg inn ing  t h e  war .  Jenks  

w r o t e ,  "If e v e r  t h e r e  was a war which t h e  peop le  of a  

c o u n t r y ,  a s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  and 

b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s ,  demanded, i t  was t h e  war which t h e  

Uni ted S t a t e s  began, A p r i l  2 1 s t ,  1898."92 B e a l s  empha- 

s i z e s  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  p a r t i c u l a r i l y  t h e  H e a r s t  

p r e s s ,  i n  whipping up popula r  f e r v o u r  - and, of c o u r s e ,  

s e l l i n g  newspapers .  

Undoubted1)-, t h e s e  were b o t h  f a c t o r s ,  b u t  l a t e r  

s t u d i e s  have t ended  t o  emphasize o t h e r  p o i n t s .  R e f e r r i n g  

t o  t h e  s i x  month p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  h f c ~ i n l e y ' s  a c c e s s i o n ,  

La Feber  w r i t e s :  "It shou ld  be e s p e c i a l l y  no ted  t h a t  
,/ 

n e i t h e r  t h e  ye l low j o u r n a l s  nor  a tower ing  wave o f  pub- 

l i c  o p i n i o n ,  s o  o f t e n  viewed a s  t h e  s o l e  c a u s e s  o f  t h e  

u l t i m a t e  v a r ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  

p o l i c i e s  d u r i n g  t h e s e  months."93 This  p e r i o d  cu lmina ted  

i n  t h e  s e n d i n g  of i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  Woodford, United S t a t e s '  

m i n i s t e r  i n  Spa in ,  which amounted t o  a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  no- 

c o n f i d e n c e  i.n S p a i n ' s  a b i l i t i e s  t o  r e g a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  

t h e  i s l a n d .  The s t a t e m e n t  no ted  American involvement 

by v i r t u e  o f  t h e  t h r e a t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  posed t o  Uni ted 



s t a t e s '  p r o s p e r i t y  and c a r r i e d  a n  ul t imatum t h a t  i f  S p a i n  

cou ld  n o t  end t h e  war, t h e  United S t a t e s  would have t o  

i n t e r v e n e .  

Any attei i lpt  t o  e x p l a i n  United S t a t e s '  involvement 

must, w i t h o u t  a s t u d y  t h a t  would i t s e l f  be o f  t h e s i s  

l e n g t h ,  be open t o  c o r r e c t i o n ,  b u t  I w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  sum- 

mar ize  what seem t o  have been t h e  major f a c t o r s .  There 

were a  number of s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n s  u n d e r l y i n g  Uni-ted S t n t e s '  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  Cuba b u t  i t  i s  impor tan t  f i r s t  t o  s e t  t he  

s t a g e .  

The l a s t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  saw 

l a r g e - s c a l e  mechanizat ion which took p l a c e  hand i n  hand 

/ w i t h  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of t h e  i n d u s t r i e s  a f f e c t e d ,  p r imar -  , 
I 

i l y  s t e e l ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  i n d u s t r i a l  chemis t ry  and o i l . 9 4  

Magdof f  cominents "The new i n d u s t r i e s ,  t h e  new technol.ogy 

and t h e  r i s e  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  among i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  n a t i o n s  

gave a new i n p c r t a n c e  t o  t h e  r o l e  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s " ;  t h i s  

c r e a t e d  a  ' I . . .  p r e s s u r e  t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  over  d i s t a n t  t e r -  

r i t o r i e s  whose v a l u e  assumed new re levance . "95  V h i l e  

t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  raw m a t e r i a l  r e s o u r c e s  was no doubt t h e  

m3st i n q o r t a n t  i n g r e d i e n t  of t h e  e a r l y  i m p e r i a l i s t  phase ,  

t h e  I Jn i t ed  S t a t e s  had a d d i t i o n a l  r c a s c n s  f o r  expans ion .  



The e x p l o r a t i o n  and o c c u p a t i o n  of t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  was a l m o s t  

comple te .  I n d u s t r y  now saw new markets  f o r  i t s  goods and new 

inves tment  o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 9 6  

The d e s i r e  t o  c o n t r o l  raw m a t e r i a l  s o u r c e s  , t o  f i n d  

new avenues  of inves tment  and t o  b u i l d  up f o r e i g n  m a r k e t s ,  f i t -  

t e d  w e l l  t o g e t h e r ,  f o r  what was u l t i m a t e l y  n e c e s s a r y  was t h a t  

b u s i n e s s  shou ld  be  a b l e  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  same k ind  of p o l i t i -  

c a l  p r e s s u r e  abroad  a s  i t  c o u l d  d o  a t  home. What b e t t e r  

way t h a n  t o  become t h e  major i n v e s t o r  i n  a  f o r e i g n  coun t ry?  

Investment  n o t  o n l y  secured  raw m a t e r i a l  s o u r c e s ,  i t  i n -  - -- - s ,  ,- ,' 

c r c a s e d  t h e  market  f o r  t h e  i n v e s t i n g  c o u n t r y ' s  e x p o r t s .  
f 

,- .. 
For  example, t h e  e x p o r t  of c a p i t a l  f o r  r a i l w a y s  s t i m u l a t e d  

t h e  demand f o r  r a i l s ,  locomot ives  r z i l w a y  c a r s  and o t h e r  

p r o d u c t s  o f  t h e  i r o n  s t e e l  and machine i n d u s t r y . 9 7  The 

f o r e i g n  i n t e r e s t s  c r e a t e d  bj. t h i s  inves tment  c a n ,  i n  t u r n ,  

use t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  market  by o b t a i n i n g  p r o -  

t e c t i v e  t a r i f f s  s n d  o t h e r  b a r r i e r s  a g a i n s t  o u t s i d e  compet i -  

The major t a r g e t  f o r  United S t a t e s  expans ion  was L a t i n  

America. Cuba had r e c e i v e d  a  h i g h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  of Uni ted  
" 4 

S t a t e s '  investm-?r.t t h a n  any o t n e r  L a t i n  American c o u n t r y .  



I n  a d d i c i ~ n ,  the Uni ted S t a t e s  had e s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  

t h e  Car ibbean.  Therc were a number o f  s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n s  

which prompted United S t a t e s '  i n t e r v e n t f o n :  

( a )  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  t h e  n o r m a l i z a t i o n  of t r a d e  w i t h  Cuba 

and p r o t e c t i o n  o f  Uni ted S t a t e s '  i n v e s t m e n t s ;  

(b) a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  a c q u i r i n g  t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  a s  a  b a s e  

f o r  winning a  predominant s h a r e  i n  t h e  marke t s  o f  

China.  A s  Sena tor  T e l l e r  pu t  i t ,  AmerLcans would 

n o t  t a k z  Cuba ". . . whatever  v e  nisy do a s  t o  some 

o t h e r  i s l ands . "99  The t r e a t y  s i g n e d  i n  P a r i s  i n  

1898, which concluded t h e  b r i e f  Spanish-Aner ican 

war,  gave t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  a l l  t h a t  Scna tor  

T e l l e r  might have asked. The P h i l i p p i n e s ,  Guam 

and P u e r t o  Rico p r s s e d  i n t o  American p o s s e s s i o n  

and Cuba c a i e  under American p r o t e c t i o n .  Osten-  

s i b l e  h u m ~ n i t a r j  an i n t c r e s t  and d e f e n s e  o f  Ameri- 

c a n  d i g n i t y  hzd enabled Axerica t o  "... r e a l i z s  

i t s  o l d  anibi t iona o f  t r a n s f o r m i n g  i h e  Car ibbecu 

i n t o  :I United s t a t e s '  l a k e  and of hav ing  i t s  s t r a -  

t e g i c  b a s e  i n  t h e  East."100 The s t r a t e g i c  v a l u e  

of I h e  P h i l i p p i n e s  was n o t  merely m l l j  t a r y  . 



I1 . . . t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  what Hong 

Kong d i d  t o  England. ''101 

(c) a d e s i r e  t o  emphasize IJni ted S t a t e s '  p r e r o g a t i v ~ s  f n  

t h e  cont iz ient  and t o  e n s u r e  aga- lns t  European i n t e r v e n -  

t ion .102  To be s u r e ,  t h i s  l a t t e r  p o i n t  shou ld  n o t  be 

exaggera ted  f o r  few Americans a c t u a l l y  thought  any  

European power cou ld  s t e p  i n t o  S p a i n ' s  shoes .  Never- 

t h e l e s s ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  Amerlcan supremacy on t h e  

c o n t i n e n t ,  America had i n t e r v e n e d  i n  1895 i n  t h e  b o r -  

d e r  d i s p u t e  between Venezuela and B r i t i s h  Gniana.  

The Americans f o r c e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  t o  hack down and 

div-l.de t h e  d i s p u t e d  t e r r i t o r y  w i t h  Venezuela.  S e c r e -  

t a r y  of S t a t e  Olney i s s u e d  an  ul t imatum t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  

i n  which h e  s t a t e d  i n  p a r t ,  "Today t h e  United S t a t e s  1 

i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  s o v e r e i g n  on t h i s  c o n t i n e n t  and i t s  

f i a t  i s  law upon t h e  s u b j e c t s  t o  which i t s  c o n f i n e s  i t s  

i n t e r p o s i t i o n .  "103 ~ c ~ i n l ~ ~ ' s  1836 e l e c t i c n  p l a t f o r m  

r e f l e c t n d  t h e  e x p a n s i o n i s t  mood of t h e  t i m e s .  It 
/ 

c a l l e d  f o r  h i e r i c a n  c o n t r o l  of t h e  ~ a v d + ? ?  I s l a n d s ,  

a n  American c?,nal a c r o s s  Nicaragua,  purchase  o f  t h e  

IXltch Vest: I n d i e s )  r e s f f i m a  t i o n  o f  t h e  Konroe Doc- 

t r i n e  arid t h e  e v e n t u a l  wi thdrawal  of European powers 



from t h e  hemisphere.104 

(d)  popular p re s su re  s t imu la t ed  by the  'yel low p r e s s ' .  

Senator  Henry Cabot Lodge, on March 21, 1898, s e n t  

a  message t o  McKinley i n  which he s t a t e d ,  ". , . i f  

t h e  war i n  Cuba drags on through the  summer wi th  

noth ing  done we should go down t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  de- 

f e a t  ever  known be fo re  t h e  c r y  'Why have you not  

s e t t l e d  t h e  Cuban question?"' l05 The c i r c u l o t i o n  

of t h e  Journal, n e a r l y  defunct  when William Randolph 

Hearst  bought i t ,  r o s e  t o  n e a r l y  a mi l l i on .  Bearsc 

"boasted he spent  a  cool  m i l l i o n  on the  Journa l  

t o  b r i n g  on war."l06 The r econccn t r a t ion  po l i cy  and 

b r u t a l i t y  of General Weyler l e n t  much t o  popular 

indigna. t ion i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  It should be  1 
\ 

noted t h a t  t h e  r e b e l s ,  f o r  t h e i r  own reasons ,  were 

a t tempt ing  t o  des t roy  the  i s l a n d ' s  p r o s p e r i t y  and 

t h e r e f o r e  were a  f a c t o r  i n  c r e a t i n g  the  widespread 

d i s e a s e  and s t a r v a t i o n .  This,  they be l ieved ,  would 

encourage popular  mi l i t ancy  and make Cuba i i ~ c r e a s i n g l y  

unprofi tabl-e  f o r  Spain. 

(e) a growth i n  j ingoism, not only of t h e  masses bu t  of 

importaiit o f f i c i a l s  . Jcnlis de sc r ibes  Theodore Roose - 



ve l . t ,  t h e n  A s s i s t a n t  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s '  

Navy, a s  havfng  "a s t a t e  of mind b o r d e r i n g  upon t h e  

p a t h o l o g i c a l " ,  and q u o t e s  from one o f  ~ o o s e v c l t ' s  h i g h l y  

p r a i s e d  speeches  i n  1897, ".. . we f e e l  t h a t  no n a t i o n -  

a l  l i f e  is  wor th  h a v i n g  i f  t h e  n a t i o n  i s  n o t  will in^, 

when t h 2  need s h a l l  a r i s e ,  t o  s t a k e  e v e r y t h i n g  on thc  

supreme a r b i t r a m e n t  o f  war,  and t o  pour o u t  i t s  b lood ,  

i t s  t r e a s u r e s  and t e o r a  l i k e  w a t e r  r a t h e r  t h a n  submit  

t o  t h e  l o s s  o f  honour and renown."l07 

I n  November 1897, Roosevel'i  had showil h i s  m e t t l e  by 

u s u r p i n g  t h e  powers o f  h i s  s u p e r i o r s  and o r d e r i ~ i g  Com- 

modore George Dewey t o  s t a n d  ready  Lo t a k e  t h e  P h i l i p -  

p i n e s .  The o r d e r  was never  c o u n t e r m n d e d  by t h e  

~ c ~ i n 1 e . y  admin i s t ra t ion . .  The j ingo i sm,  however, should  

be  s e e n  a s  e f f e c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  cauge o f  American p o l i -  

c i e s .  While, no doubt ,  many A m x i c a n  l e a d e r s  themse lves  

b e l i e v e d  i n  America 's  ' m a n i f e s t  d e s t i n y '  i t  must, l i k e  

' t h e  w h i t e  msn's  burdei l ' ,  be  t r e a t e d  a s  a n  e l .aborate  

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  

(f)rnixec? b u s i n e s s  p r e s s u r e s .  On t h e  one hand, any sug-  

g e s t i o n  ci war s p r e a d  t remors  on t h e  stoc!: e::change; 

b u t ,  O i l  the o t h e r  hand, many b3W War a8 good busj .>ess,  



.- a  chance t o  i n c r e a s e  s a l e s  and p z o f i t s .  r n  s u p p o r t j n g  

thLs v i . e ~ ~ p o i n t  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  p r e s s ,  mouthpiece f o r  

t h e  a r e a ' s  s t e e l  i n t e r e s t s ,  s a i d  " T t  i s  n o t  t o  be 

doubted t h a t  t h i s  (war w i t h  Cuba) e x p r e s s e s  t h e  f e e l -  

i n g  o f  !he r e a l  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  

... The m i s t a k e  made i n  some q u a r t e r s  i s  s u ~ p o s i n g  t h a t  t h e  s t o c k  jobbers  

a r e  t h e  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s . " l 0 8  W.C. Bees, who d i d  a 

s u r v e y  o f  l e a d i n g  b u s i n e s s  men's o p i n i o n ,  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  

t h i s ,  and a  r u c d ~ i l  o f  t h e  wea l thy  b n c k e r s  of t h e  

Cuban league  shorn many prominent b u s i r e s s a n  among 

them. Thc P r e s i d e n t  was a l s o  u n d x  p r e s s u r e  from t h e  

powerful  Sugar T r u s t  t o  do something t o  r e s t o r e  peace 

and,  o f  c o u r s e ,  cheap raw sugar  i n  Cuba. For a 

P r e s i d e n t  l i k e  McKinley whose "stror,ghold was t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  and f i n a n c i a l  community", t h e s e  views nws t 

have been o f  g r e a t  importance,  f o r  " ~ ~ i t h o u t :  i ' i s  whole- 

h e a r t e d  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  s t a t u s  and power o f  t h e  , d e s i d e n c y  

would have a v a i l e d  him l i t t l e ;  he  cou ld  have hoped f o r  

no more l e a d e r s h i p  o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  s u c c e s s  t h a n  Cleve-  

l a n d .  It FVS s imply o u t  o f  t h z  q u c s t i o n  fo r  hFm t o  

embark on a p o l i c y  u n l e s s  v i r t u 3 l l y  c e r t a i n  t h a t  Repub- 

I f c a n  b u s ! . n . e s s m ~ ~ ~  would back hi.m."109 

(g) "American c a v a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  had a  s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  



t he  i s l a n d  which l a y  athwart  t h e  en t rdnces  t o  t h e  Gulf 

of Mexico, on which border f i v e  of t h e  United S ta tes . " l lO 

.(h) t he  r e l e a s e  of a  l e t t e r  by t h e  Spanish m i n i s t e r ,  De Lome 

which spoke of McKinley's ' I .  . . ingra ined  and i n e v i t a b l e  

coarseness1'  and descr ibed him a s  a  "co~nnon po l i t i can" ,  

i n c i t e d  f u r t h e r  ind ignat ion .  The l e t t c r  was r e l e a s e d  

February 9, 1898. S ix  days l a t e r  t h e  Amcricen b a t t l e -  

sh ip ,  The Maine, blew up i n  Havana. The s h i p  had bsen 

s e n t  t o  Cuba t o  safeguard United S t a t e s '  c i t i z e n s  i n  

case  of emergency. There was no evidence t h a t  Spain 

was involved i n  t he  explosion.  The United S t a t e s '  

Naval jnquiry f ixed  blame upon a submarine bomb but  

d id  not  name i t s  m c e .  111. Nevertheless ,  uproar 

swept t he  United S t a t e s .  One h i s t o r i a n ,  a l i v e  a t  

t h a t  t i n e ,  wrote,  " in  the  w r i t e r ' s  opiniop,  t he re  was  

no moment i n  t he  TJnitcd S t a t e s ,  dur ing  t h e  r e c e n t  

World War I when enthusiasm f o r  t h e  cause approached 

the  f u r o r e  of '98."112 The pressure  ol; t he  adminis- 

t r a t i o n  f o r  a c t i o n  reached fever  point . .  The French 

Ambassador noted: "Amrt  of b e l l i c o s e  fu ry  has 

s e i zed  t h e  h i e r i c a n  na t ion .  " I n  a Colorado conmunity, 

McKinley was hanged i n  e f f i g y .  113 The uncer ' iainty 



a s  t o  whether  war would be  d e c l a r e d  o r  n o t  b rough t  a h a l t  

t o  t h e  r a p i d  r e c o v e r y  underway i n  b u s i n e s s .  The c i t y  

e d i t o r  of  t h e  New York Hera ld ,  a n  a d v i s e r  o f  McKinley, 

w r o t e  on March 25th:  "Big c o r p o r a t i o n s  h e r e  now b e l i e v e  

we w i l l  have war .  B e l i e v e  a l l  would welcome i t  a s  r e -  

l i e f  t o  s u s p e n s e .  "114 

( i )  f e a r  of  a  r e b e l  v i c t o r y .  The American c o n s u l  i n  San- 

t i a g o  a d v i s e d  t h a t  " P r o p e r t y  h o l d e r s  w i t h o u t  d i s t i n c -  

t i o n  of  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  and w i t h  b u t  few e x c e p t i o n s ,  

s t r o n g l y  d e s i r e  a n n e x a t i o n ,  h a v i n g  b u t  l i t t l e  hope o f  

a  s t a b l e  government under e i t h e r  of  t h e  c o n t e n d i n g  

f o r c e s . "  He a l s o  added,  "Such a  move would n o t  b e  popu- 

l a r  among t h e  masses ."  One w r i t e r  t o  McKinley a d v i s e d ,  

"Independence,  i f  o b t a i n e + ,  would ri ~ l t  i n  t h e  t r o u b l e -  

some, a d v e n t u r o u s  and n o n - r e s p o n s i b l e  c l a s s "  

/jeizing 
power.115 It i s  a  f a i r  a s sumpt ion  t h a t  t h o s e  who 

were i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  making Uni ted  S t a t e s '  p o l i c y  i n  

1898 d i d  n o t  want s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  n i n e t y  m i l e s  from 

home any  more t h a n  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p a r t s  d i d  s i x t y - o n e  

y e a r s  l a t e r .  It now appeared  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  t h e  r e b e l s  

would win,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .  



On A p r i l  l l t h ,  i n  a  message which v i t u a l l y  amounted t o  

a d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  war, PlcKinley no ted  t h a t  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  

.could "not b e  e x t i n g u i s h e d  by p ~ e s e n t  methods", b u t  re-  

c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  r e b e l  government was n e i t h e r  "wise nor  

prudent" .  A s  Bea l s  coinments : "Ti~c i n s u r g e n t s  were 

mere ly  t o  be  s t e a m - r o l l e r e d  by us ,  n o t  S p a i n . " l l 6  

McKinley had e a r l i e r  spoken a g a i n s t  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  

r e b e l  governxent :  "In c a s e  of  i n t e r v e n t i o n  our  conduc t  

would ( t h e n )  be  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o r  d i s a p p r o v a l  

of such a  government. We would be r e q u i r e d  t o  submi t  

t o  i t s  d i r e c t i o n  and t o  assume t o  i t  the--mere re,1g&", 

o f  a  f r i e n d l y  a l ly . "117  There i s ,  i n  any  c a s e ,  g r e a t  - 
doubt  t h a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ever  had i n  mind t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  C u b ~ n  p a i r i o t s .  They were  conre rned  

t h a t  t h e  b r u t a l i t y  of  S p a i n ' s  p o l i c i e s ,  e x a g g e r a t e d  

by t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s '  p r e s s ,  was p u t t i n g  t h e  h e a t  on 

Washington, and t h a t  t h e  r e v o l t  was d  maging t r a d e  B 
S i x  wcelcs b e f o r e  t h e  war b roke  o u t ,  t h e  S t a t e  Depar t -  

ment t o l d  Spa in  t o  d i s c o n t i n u e  h a r s h  m i l i t a r y  methods, 

b u t  a sked  Spa in  t o  p a c i f y  t h e  i s l a n d  immediate ly  by 

p u t t i n g  down t h e  g u e r i l l a s  w i t h  o r thodox  m i l i t a r y  

measurcs.118 Whatevei- may have been t h e  f e e l i n g  of  

t h e  Aner ican  masses ,  i t  W ~ S   GO^ t o  l i b e r a t e  t h e  Cuban 



p e t r i o t s  t h a t  Anerica went t o  wLr. 

Gomez, Cornrnander-in-Chief o f  t h e  Cuban f o r c e s ,  s p e c i f i -  

c a l l y  t o l d  t h e  Americans t o  send no t r o o p s ,  b u t ,  i f  t h e y  

g e n u i n e l y  v i s h c d  t o  h e l p ,  t o  send arms. It may be  r e c a l -  

l e d  t h a t  M a r t i  had launched t h e  r e b e l l i o n  e a r l y  p r e c i z e l y  

t o  pre-empt American i n t e r v e n t i o n .  

F i n a l l y ,  NcKinlcy dec ided  f o r  war ;  s o  f i r m l y  t h a t  he  d i d  

n o t  in fo rm Congress t h a t  Spa in  had conceded v i r t u a l l y  . 

e v e r y  American demand - a l t h o u g h  pi:eviously he  had b2c,1 

a dove on t h e  i s s u e  o f  war w i t h  Spa in .  A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

o f  A p r i l ,  Woodford, American m i n i s t e r  a t  Hadr id ,  wro te  

Washington t h a t  S p a i n  was ready  t o  "go a s  f a r  and a s  

f a s t  a s .  s h e  could"  end t h a t  w i t h  t ime  he c o u l d  "before  

n e x t  October g e t  peace i n  Cuba and p r o t e c t i o n  t o  our 

g r e a t  American i n t e r e s t s . " l l q /  On A p r i l  15,  t h e  Secre -  

t a r y  o f  t h ~  Navy, Long, w r o t e  t h e  e d i t o r  of t h e  Coston 

J o u r n a l :  "Do you r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  h a s  succecd-  

ed i n  o b t a i n i n g  from Spain  a  c o n c e s s i o n  upon e v e r y  

ground v h i c h  he  h a s  asked ,  t h a t  Spa in  h a s  y i e l d e d  

e v e r y t h i n g  up t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime e x c e p t  t h e  l a s t  i t e m  

o f  independence f o r  Cvha . . . "120 



Why d i d  McKinley d e c i d e  t o  f i g h t  i n s t e c d  o f  c o n t i n u i n g '  

d i p l o m a t i c  p r e s s u r e ?  The answer seems t o  be t h a t  by 

A p r i l  he  was s u r e  t h a t  European powers would n o t  i n t e r -  

vene,  t h a t  America was r e a d y  and cou ld  e o s i l y  d e f e a t  

Spain ,  t h a t  b u s i n e s s  o p i n i o n  was now f i r m l y  f o r  war,  

and t h a t  t h e r e  were v o t e s  i n  war. 

A j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  b o t h  houses  was s igned  A p r i l  

2 0 t h ;  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Spain  were broken o f f  on t h e  2 1 s t . 1 2 1  

The a c t i v i t i e s  o f  Rubens, t h e  Cuban j u n t a  la t iyer  and t h e  

b e e t  s u g a r  i n k e r e s t s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  had persuaded 

Sena tor  T e l l e r  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a n  amendment d i s c l a i m i n g  a l l  

" d i s p o s i t i o n  of i n t e n t  t o  e x e r c i s e  s o v e r e i g n  j u r i s d i c t i o n  

o r  c o n t r o l  over  s a i d  i s l a n d  excep t  f o r  p a c i f i c a t i o n  t h e r e -  

o f .  "122 

h .  CONSEQUENCES OF INTERVENTION 

\ 

The d e c i s i o n  t o  i n t e r v e n e  was opposed by a m a j o r i t y  

o f  Cubans, f o r  a s  a r e s u l t  of American I n t e r v e n t i o n ,  t h e  

Cubans ( o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  Cuban J u n t a ) ,  convinced t h a t  t h e  

Span ish  had a l r e a d y  been b e a t e n ,  came t o  look  upon i n t e r -  

v e n t i o n  a s  h a v i n g  a b o r t e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  "The Cuban 

b e l i e f  t h a t  Spanish power had a l r e a d y  been broken by  t h e  



t ime  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n t e r v e n e d  i n  1835 . . .  gave a  kccn  

edge t o  a n t  i -Amer ican i sn  and t h e  c o i n c i d e n c e  of n a c i o n a l  

independence w i t h  a  new phase  of  American i m p e r i a l i s m  

made f o r  a n  e a s y  t r a n s f e r e n c e  of  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  an tagon-  

ism from Spa in  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s . " l 2 3  

I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  e n s u i n g  w a r ,  t h c  r e b e l s  were 

l a r g e l y  i g n o r e d ,  a s  t h e y  were i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  peace .  

I l l - p r e p a r e d  American t r o o p s  jo ined  t h e  thousands  a l r e a d y  

dead,  and a s  u s u a l ,  a  few made a  f o r t u n e  and o t h e r s  became 

h e r o e s .  The Uni ted  S t a t e s  occupied Cuba f o r  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  

y e a r s  and i n t e r v e n e d  r e g u l a r l y  t h e r e a f t e r  under t h e  P l a t t  

Amendment, adopted i n  1902.  Moon, i n  h i s  m.anual on 

imper ia l f sm,  b e s t  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n :  

"The scheme of  quas i - independence which w a s  f i n a l -  
l y  a p p l i e d  t o  Cuba was an i n t e r e s t i n g  improvement 
on European methods of i m p e r i a l i s m .  It was d e s i g n -  
ed t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  Cuban d e s i r e  f o r  s e l f - g o v e r n -  
ment w i t h  American s t r a t e g i c  and economJc i n t e r e s t s  
- t o  accompl ish  t h e  n o n - p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t s  o f  impcr-  
i a l i s m  w i t h o u t  t h e  d i s a g r e e a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  methods."1.24 

\ 
\ 

The United S t a t e s  a l s o  o b t a i n e d  P u e r t o  Rico and t h e  P h i l i p -  

p i n e s .  

I n  f i n a n c i a l  t e rms ,  The United S t a t e s  was n o t  t o  be  

d i s a p p o i n t e d .  The v a l u e  of  Amerj-can e x p o r t s  t o  Cuba i n -  



c r e a s e d  from $27,000,000 i n  1897 t o  $200,000,000 i n  1914, 

by t:hich t i n e  Cuba was  t h e  United S t a t e s '  s i x t h  l a r g e s t  

customzr .  American inves tm2nts  i n c r e a s e d  from $50,000,000 

i n  1896 t o  $265,000,000 i n  1915.125 



IV . FROM SI'ANTSII RW,E TO AEEIIICAN EMPIRE 

The T e l l e r  Amendment, adopted a f t e r  p r e s s u r e  from t h e  

Cuban j u n t a  i n  New York and t h e  b e e t - s u g a r  i n t e r e s t s  i n  tile 

Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  had d i s c l a i m e d  a l l  " d i s p o s i t i o n  of i n t e n t  t o  

e x e r c i s e  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o r  o n t r o l  o v e r  s a i d  i s -  3 
l a n d  (Cuba) e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  p a c i f i c a t i o n  t h e r e o f  . I l l  Any 

r e a d i n g  of  Cuban h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  produces  

t h e  i n e s c a p a b l e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  amendment became v i r -  

t u a l l y  a  dead l e t t e r .  

True ,  t h e r e  remain  t h o s e  i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  who 

though t  t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of t h e  American way of l i f e  

s h o u l d  be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  w h i t e  Anglo-Saxons. The New York 

Evening P o s t ,  a n  a n t i - a n n e x a t i o n i s t  p a p e r .  based p a r t  of  

i t s  argument on t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Cuba was i n h a b i t e d  by  a "'mon- 

g r e l  r a c e '  which was u n f i t  t o  s h a r e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  American 

c i t i z e n s h i p . " Z  But a  good d & l  of  t h e  argument concerned  

whe the r  c o n t r o l  shou ld  be  e x e r c i s e d  by means o f  ' f o r m a l '  

o r  ' i n f o r m a l '  empire .  The P l a t t  Amendment, i n c o r p o r a t e d  

i n t o  t h e  Cuban c o : x l i t u t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  someth ing  o f  a  

compromise. Even t h i s  d i d  n o t  f u l l y  s a t i s f y  t h e  an-  



n e x a t i o n i s t s  , who c o n t i n u e d  t o  work f o r  Amer i cnn  i n t e r v e n -  

t i o n  and a n n e x a t i o n  a t  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y .  The P l a t t  Amend- 

ment was s e e n  by many a s  b e i n g  mere ly  a  temporary  measure 

b e f o r e  c h a o s , j u s t i f i e d  a n n e x a t i o n ,  and i n  any c a s e  i t  was 

a  p o s s i b l e  c h a n n e l  of comple te  c o n t r o l .  Governor Wood 

L 
w r o t e  t o  R o o s e v e l t  Octobc 2 8 ,  1901,  a s  f o l l o w s  

". . . t h e r e  i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  l i t t l e  o r  no independence 
l e f t  t o  Cuba under t h e  P l a t t  Amendment . . . w i t h  
t h e  c o n t r o l  which we have over  Cuba, a  c o n t r o l  
which w i l l  soon undoubted ly  become a  p o s s e s s i o n  
. . .  we s h a l l  soon p r a c t i c a l l y  c o n t r o l  t h e  s u g a r  
t r a d e  of  t h e  wor ld  o r  a t  l e a s t  a  v e r y  l a r g e  
p a r t  of  i t .  I b e l i e v e  Cuba t o  b e  a  most d e s i r a -  
b l e  a c q u i s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  . . .  t h e  
i s l a n d  w i l l  under t h e  impetus  o f  new c a p i t a l  
and energy  n o t  o n l y  be  deve loped  b u t  g r a d u a l l y  
Americanized and we s h a l l  have i n  t ime  one of  
t h e  r i c h e s t  and most d e s i r a b l e  p o s s e s s i o n s  i n  
t h e  world ."3  

The Cuban h i s t o r i a n ,  Herminio P o r t e l l  V i l a ,  summed 

up t h e  t h o u g h t s  of  many Cubans, 

"Cuba underwent a n  American m i l i t a r y  o c c u p a t i o n  
... which emascu la ted  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  th rough  t h e  
i m p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  P l a t t  Amendment . . .  i t  f i n a l l y  
gave 3 shock t o  t h e  c#ntry which a f t e r  y e a r s  of  
b loody  s t r u g g l e  though t  i t  had o b t a i n e d  i t s  i n d e -  
pendence and e s t a b l i s h e d  i t s  r i g h t  o f  s e l f -  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  b u t  found i n s t e a d  t h a t  a n o t h e r  
c o u n t r y ' s  i n • ’  i u e n c e  had been  pe rmanen t ly  s u b s t i -  
t u t e d  f o r  t h a t  of  Spain . I14 

"Brokers ,  recommending s e c u r i t i e s  t o  t h e i r  c l i e n t s ,  

a d v i s e d  t h a t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  a n n e x a t i o n  gave Cuban 

s t o c k s  a d d i t i o n a l  s p e c u l a t i v e  value . I15 



The American i n v e s t m e b t s  and t r a d e  had becn impor tan t  

in s t i m u l a t i n g  t h e  i n t i t i a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  and a s  t h e y  r o s e  

in s c a l e  t h e y  exer 'ciaed a n  e v e r  g r e a t e r  d e g r e e  of i n f l u e n c e  

on American p o l i c y .  The v a l u e  of  American e x p o r t s  t o  Cuba 

i n c r e a s e d  f rom a p p + o x i n a t e l y  $27,000,000 i n  1897 t o  

$200,188,222 i n  1914.  In 1895 American i n v e s t m e n t s  in L 

Cuba s t o o d  a t  $50, C00,000; by 1915 t h e y  had r i s e n  t o  

$265,000,000.6 Not a l l  t h e  American i n v e s t m e n t s  were 

c o s t l y .  I n  1905 t h e  Nipc Bay Company had p icked  up 

122 ,000  a c r e s  of  s u g a r  cane  i n  O r i e n t e  P rov ince  f o r  

$100.7 TQ 1901, a n  American by t h e  name o f  P r e s t o n  had 

purchased  7 5 , 0 0 0 h e c t a r e s  o f  l a n d i n  t h e  same a r e a  a t  s i x  

d o l l a r s  a  h e c t a r e ,  which was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  below t h e  v a l u e  

of  t h e  t imber  c o v e r i n g  t h e  l a n d . 8  

American o f f i c i a l s  i n  Cuba r e p o r t e d  t o  Washington 

soon a f t e r  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  of  peace  w i t h  Spain  t h a t  p r i o r i t y  

shou ld  be  a t t a c h e d  t o  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Cuba r a t h e r  t h a n  

t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  s t a b l e  po i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s . 9  1 

The movement f o r  r e c i p r o c i t y  i n  t r a d e  was soon 

underway. Pres ident :  Rooseve l t  urged t h e  adop t  i o n  of 

r e c i p r o c i t y  because ,  i n  h i s  own words,  ". . . it i s  e m i n e ~ i t l y  



f o r  o u r  F n t 2 r e s t s  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  Cuban mzrket  by e v e r y  

means t o  f o s t e r  our  suprenkacy i n  t h e  t r o p i c a l  l a n d s  and 

w a t e r s  s o u t h  of  us.I1lO 

K e c i p r o c i t y  was i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n  a  t r e a t y  w i t h  Cuba 

and became e f f e c t i v e  i n  December 1903.  Cuban s u g s r  r e -  

c e i v e d  a  twen ty  p e r c e n t  p r e f e r e n t i a l  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  

American t a r i f f ,  and some American p r o d u c t s  r e c e i v e d  froin 

twenty  t o  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  Cuban t a r i f f .  

Th i s  , a s  we s h a l l  s e e ,  paved t h e  way f o r  t h e  s u g a r  mono- 

c u l t u r e .  

P l . a t t  Ar,iendnent named a f t e r  t h e  s e n a t o r  who 

introduce,d i t ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  v i r t u a l  American p r o t e c t o r -  

a t e  i n  Cuba. I t s  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  new Cuban con-  

s t i t u t i o n  was demanded a s  a  p r i c e  f o r  Ailierican w i t h d r a w a l .  

Under i t s  t e r m s ,  t h e  Cuban government c o u l d  n o t  c o n t r a c t  

any f o r e i g n  d e b t  which exceeded i t s  c a p e c i t y  t o  pay.  

Cuban s o v e r e i g n t y  over  tp I s l e  o f  P i n e s  had t o  be r e -  
/ 

l i n q u i s h e d  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e  and t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  ... was 

a l lowed  t o  e s t a b l i s h  n a v a l  b a s e s  on Cuben t e r r i t o r y .  
. 

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  had t h e  r i g h t  t o  i n t e r v e n ?  i n  

Cubs " t o  p r o t s c t  l i f e ,  p r o p e r t y  and p e r s o n o l  l i b e r t y . " l l  



~ m e r i c a ' s  f i r s t  i n t e r v e n t - i o n  took p l a c e  on September 28 ,  

1906. The Cuban P r e s i d e n t ,  E s t r a d a  Palma, had a t t e m p t e d  

t o  m a f n t a i n  power by f a l s i f y i n g  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s .  C i v i l  

war b roke  o u t  between Palma'smoderate p a r t y  and t h e  L i b e r a l  

P a r t y .  Both s i d e s  demanded i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  a s  d i d  American 

businessmen i n  t h e  i s l a ~ d .  Some h i s t o r i a n s  repor i :  t h z  t 

Rooseve l t  was r e l u c t a n t  t o  i a t e r v e n e ,  b u t  t h e  P l a t t  Amend- 

ment had s e t  t h e  s t a g e .  Cuban p o l i t i c i a n s ,  e i t h e r  t h e  

' i n s '  o r  t h e  ' o u t s '  cou ld  use  i t  a s  a n  excuse  t o  g a i n  

American i n t e r v e n t i o n  which would - h o p e f u l l y  - b e n e f i t  

them, America s e n t  a  commission t o  t h e  i s l a n d  headed by 

Wil'Li.am Howard T a f t .  E s t r a d a  Palma r e s i g n e d  and T a f t  

procla imed h i m s e l f  Governor and was soon succeeded by 

C h a r l e s  Magoon. Magoon was r e g a r d e d  by Cubans a s  t h e  

founder  of  c o r r u p t i o n  on t h e  i s l a n d .  

American economic i n t e r e s t s  i n  Cuba c o n t i n u e d  t o  i n -  

c r e a s e .  American i n v c s t m c n t s  r o s e  536% between 1913 and 

/ 
1928. I n  1906,  AmerJ-can-owned sugar  m i  1 1 s  produced 15% 

o f  the .Cuban sugar  c r o p .  By 1920, t h e  f i g u r e  had r i s e n  t o  

48.4% and by 1929 f o l l o v i n g  t h e  'dzxlce c f  t h e  m i l l i o n s '  

and t h e  e n s u i n g  sugar  slump, American c o c t r o l  had r i s e n  

t o  between 70% a n 3  75%.12 Not t h a t  econon ic  c o n t r o l  was 



e x e r c i s e d  o n l y  by ownership;  i n  f a c t ,  Uni ted  S t a t e s '  i n f l u e n c e  

on Cuba was such  t h a t  Cuba s o l d  h e r  e n t i r e  war- t ime s u g a r  c r o p  

t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  a t  w e l l  below world  p r i c e s ,  which,  i n -  

d i r e c t l y ,  c o c t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  'dance  o f  t h e  m i l l i o n s ' .  When 

t h e  Uriited S t a t e s  c a n c e l l e d  t h e  war-t ime s u g a r  c o n t r a c t s  i n  

1919 t h e  p r i c e  r o s e  from f o u r  c e n t s  p e r  pound t o  n i n e t e e n  

c e n t s  p a  pound by 1920. The v a l u e  of  t h e  c r o p  i n  1920 stooci 

a t  a  r e c o r d  h i g h  o f  $1,022,000,000.  By 1921, i t  had f a l l e n  

t o  $292,000,000.  F o r t u n e s  were wiped o u t  o v e r n i g h t .  Labour,  

which had b e n e f i t e d  l i t t l e  f rom t h e  boom, s u f f e r e d  i n  t h e  . 

e n s u i n g  i n f l a t i o n  and responded w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  m i l i t a n c y . 1 3  

The c r a s h  i n  t h e  s u g a r  market  wiped o u t  any  chance Cuba 

might  have had o f  d e v e l o p i n g  a n  independen t  land-owning 

o l i g a r c h y  which would have l e n t  l e g i t f m a c y  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  

quo.14 Banks f o r e c l o s e d  on many sugar  p r o p e r t i e s  and con-  

c e n t r a t i o n  and Aner ican iza t - ion  were f u r t h e r  s t i m u l a t e d  by t h e  

p o l i c y  of  i n c r e a s i n g  e f f i c i e n c y  and p r o d u c t i o n ,  t o  r e t a i n  

p r o f i t s  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  lower world  p r i c e s .  Much o f  t h e  new 

c a p i t a l  p rov ided  f o r  t h i s  wa/s/~merjcan. 

The p r o c e s s  of  c o i l c e n t r a t i o n  i n  a g r l c u l t u l a l  h o l d i n g s  

had been underway s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  i n -  

c r e a s i n g  r a p i d i t y .  During t h e  War of  Independence many 



Farmers had f led i n t o  t h e  c i t i e s  and l o s t  c l a i m  t o  t h e i r  

l a n d s .  Others  h,ld had t h e i r  c r o p s  d e s t r o y e d  and s o l d  o u t .  

The number o f  farms f e l l  from 90,9GO i n  1894 t o  60 ,711  

i n  1899 and h::d f a l l e n  t o  38 ,105  by 1943.15 I n  1935,  a 

F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  A s s o c i a t i o n  Repor t  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  expans ion  

of  s u g a r  and of  t h e  l a r g e  American s u g a r  c o r p o r a t i o n s  had 

l e f t  l i t t l e  r o l e  f o r  t h e  independen t  f a r m e r . 1 6  

American c o n t r o l  of  t h e  bank ing  s y s t e m  was a l s o  e n -  

s u r e d ,  s i n c e  American banks were g e n e r a l l y  t h e  o n l y  o n e s  

w i t h  s u f f i c i e n t  r e s e r v e s  t o  meet t h e  c r i s i s  which fo l lowed  

t h e  ' dance  of  t h e  m i l l i o n s ' .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  l e v e l  o f  

Uni ted  S t a t e s '  i ~ v e s t m e n t  i n  Cuba r e l a t i v e  t o  Uni ted  s t a t e s '  

h o l d i n g s  e l s e w h e r e ,  i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h a t  Uni ted  S t a t e s '  

domina t ion  o f  t h e  Cuban bank ing  s y s t e m  shou ld  o c c u r  a t  

t h e  p u t s e t  o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s '  move i n t o  o v e r s e a s  

bank ing .  17 

I n  1912,  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  a g a i n  i n t e r v e n e d  i n  Cubn's  

i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  t h i s  t ime  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  p r o t e s t s  f rom 

Cuban P r e s i d e n t  J o s e  Miguel Gomez. T h i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

was prompted by a Negro u p r i s i n g  i n  O r i e n t e  on May 20 of 

t h a t  y e a r .  Uni ted  s t a t e s '  mar ines  were s e n t  and t h r e e  



thousand Afro-Cubans d i e d  i n  t h e  r e b e l l i o n . 1 8  

. A f t e r  t h e  1912 i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  Aner ican c o n t r o l  became 

more s u b t l e .  I n  a  few i n s t a n c e s ,  mar ines  were l a c d e d  t o  

guard  Unj-ted S t a t e s '  p r o p e r t y . 1 9  A major i n t e r v e n t i o n  

o c c u r r e d  i n  1917 when Menocal was r e - e l e c t e d  f o r  a second 

t e rm of  o f f i c e .  The L i b e r a l s  r e v o l t e d .  The Unfted 

S t a t e s  landed mar tnes  a t  Guantanamo b u t  t h e  Cuban govern-  

ment p u t  down t h e  r e v o l t  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  them. I n  1919, 

a l a r g e  s t r i k e  i n  Havana prompted t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  t o  

send a c r u i s e r ,  two gun b o a t s  and t e n  submarine c h s s e r s  

t o  t h e  p o r t . 2 0  The s t r i k e  was b rough t  under c o n t r o l  and 

no mar ines  were l anded .  I n  J u l y ,  1917, mar ines  had been s e n t  

t o  Csmaguey, o s t e n s i b l y  f o r  t r a i n i n g ,  i n  r e a l i t y  on t h e  

r e q u e s t  of  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Cuba Company t o  p r o t e c t  

i t s  investment i n  a n  a r e a  which t h e  c o q a n y  p r e s i d e n t  

d e s c r i b e d  a s  a  "hotbed of Bolshevisin".21 Whether i t  was  

p a r t  of t h e i r  ' t r a i n i n g  program1 o r  i n  p u r s u i t  of t h e i r  

' o b l i g a t i o n s '  under t h e  ~ l a , f d ~ m e n d i n c n t  i s  uncl e a r ,  b u t  

i n  Augtist 1921 t h e  mar ines  i n  Camagucy became invo lved  

i n  a l a b o u r  d i s p u t e .  They a t t empted  t o  a r r e s t  two former  

employees of  t h e  Cuba R a i l r o a d  who, hav ing  been d i sn l i s sed  

f o r  s t r i k c  a g i t a t i o n ,  had a t t a c k e d  :.he a s s i s t a n t  g e n c r a l  



s u p e r i n t e n t l c n t  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  F i n a l l y ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  a  

motion by t h e  Cuban House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a b e l i e f  t h a t  

t h e  danger  had passed  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  and t h e  d e s i r e  t o  appease  

Cuban n a t i o n a l i s m ,  t h e  mar ines  were  wi thdrawn.  K.F. Smith 

comments, 'Y l~c  wi thdrnwal  of  t h e  mar ines  f rom Camaguey d i d  

n o t  s a c r i f i c e  any American i n t e r e s t s ,  y e t  i t  was a n  impor- 

t a n t  c o n c e s s i o n  i n  t h e  e y e s  of Cubans."22 A s  s u c h ,  i t  was 

i n  l i n e  w i t h  t h e  new v e l v e t  g love  p o l i c y .  

The d e s i r e  t o  f i n d  more s u b t l e  means of  c o n t r o l  came 

from a n  i n c r e a s i n g  awareness  o f  t h e  impor tance  of  i n t e r -  

n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  t o  t h e  American economy, f rom t h e  f e a r  of  

a l i e n a t i n g  o t h e r  L a t i n  American r e p u b l i c s  w i t h  t o o  o v e r t  

a n  a c t i o n  and f rom a  d e s i r e  t o  r e t a i n  L a t i n  America mar- 

k e t s  and r e d u c e  European c o m p e t i t i o n .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  change 

i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  p o l i c y  was s t i m u l a t e d  by a n  awareness  

t h a t  o v e r t  American i n t e r v e n t i o n  c o u l d ,  i n  t h e  f a c e  of  

growing Cuban n a t i o n a l i s m ,  p r o d ~ p r e c i s e l y  t h e  i n s t a b i l i t y  

which t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  f e a r e d .  I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  r e q u e s t  

by Boaz Long i n  September 1920,  f o r  mar ine  r e i n l c o r c c n e n t s  

a t  Camaguey, Woodrow Wilson r e p l i e d  t h a t  p remature  i n t e r -  

v e n t i o n  would " b r i n g  abou t  t h e  v e r y  t h i n g  we want t o  

avoid"23 ( t h a t  i s ,  damage t o  Uni ted  s t a t e s '  p r o p e r t y ) .  



E x c e l l e n t  documtn tn t ion  of t h e  i n t e r p l a y  of  American 

b u s i n e s s  and diplomacy i n  Cuba i s  found i n  P r o f e s s o r  R.F. 

s m i t h ' s  s t u d y .  I n  any c a s e  i t  i s  q u i t e  e a s y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  

t h i s  l i n k  f o r  t h e  e a r l i e r  days  !of United ~ t a  tes '  i m p e r i a l -  

ism. S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  Hughes t o l d  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s '  

Chamber of Commcrce, i n  1922,  t h a t  t h e  Department of  S t a t e ,  

"... aims t o  be  r e s p o n s i v e  i n  i t s  own e s s e n t i a l  
s p h e r e  t o  what i t  r e c o g n i z e s  a s  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e  
demands of  American b u s i n e s s .  It a ims a t  t h e  
c o - o r d i n a t i o n  of  t h e  work of  a l l  d e p a r t m e n t s  
b e a r i n g  upon t h e  same g r .  . t  o b j e c t  o f  American 
p r o s p e r i t y .  "24 

It seems t h e r e  i s  r e a l l y  no argument .  I n  1921,  %inner 

Wellesand Genera l  Enoch Crowder drew up a  l i s t  o f  s i x  

d e s i r a b l e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  f o r  a n y  Cuban p r e s i d e n t .  What 

P r o f e s s o r  Smith c a l l s  t h e  Al fa  and Omega were  " f i r s t ,  

h i s  thorough a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e s  o f  t h i s  gove ln -  

ment; s i x t h ,  h i s  a m e n a b i l i t y  t o  s u g g e s t i o n s  o r  a d v i c e  

which might b e  made t o  him by t h e  American l e g a t i o n . " 2 5  

Whatever e l s e  may b e  s a i d  of  Cuban p r  s i d e n t s  p r i o r  t o  / 
1959, t h e y  c e r t a i n l y  adhered  t o  t h e s e  two c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  - 

w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  1933 government o f  Grau s a n  

M a r t i n  which was never  r e c o g n i z e d  by t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s .  

One major d e v i c e  o f  c o n t r o l  which deve loped  was 

t h a t  o f  t h e  l o a n ,  which had t h e  d u a l  b e n e f i t  o f  b a i l i n g  



t h e  Cuban economy o u t  oi: i t s  e n d u r i n g  c r i s i s  and t h e r e b y  

h e l p i n g  i t s  i n v e s t o r s  and e x p o r t e r s ,  and of  p r o v i d i n g  a 

l e v e r  t o  demand ' q u i d  p r o  quos '  from t h e  r e c i p i e n t  Cuban 

government. I n  1917-1918 t h e  S t a t e  Department used t h e  

need f o r  a l o a n  t o  g a i n  s e t t i e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  t h e  

P o r t s  Company and t h e  Cuban R a i l r o a d  Company. 

I n  August 1922, t h e  Cuban Congress adop ted  a 

$55,000,000 b u d g e t ,  and a few weeks l a t e r  e n a c t e d  a 

g r o s s  s a l c s  t a x ,  two o f  t h e  American demands f o r  t h e  

' m o r a l i z a t i o n  progra:nl. The way was open f o r  a l o a n  

c o n t r a c t  and i n  e a r l y  1923, a $50,000,000 c o n t r a c t  was 

awarded t o  a s y n d i c a t e  headed by J .P .  Morgan 2nd Com- 

pany. The p r o s p e c t u s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  l o a n  had S t a t e  

Dcpartmcnt a p p r o v a l  under t h e  P l a t t  Arnendrrient . To add 

f u r t h e r  s e c u r i t y ,  General  Enoch Crowder, who had been  

s e n t  t o  Cuba i n  1?20 by Woodrov? Wilson t o  s e t t l e  t h ?  

1' 

p o l i t i c a l  and f i n a n c i a l  c r i s i s ,  was a p p o i n t e d  America 's  

f i r s t  ambassador t o  Cuba. 26 

American and Cuban businessiuen cou ld  be  c o n f i d e n t  

t h a t  Crowder wou1.d keep  t h e  Cuban gove rnwn t  on ail 

even k e e l .  F i r s t ,  i n  Cuba w i t h  CharLez Yfi~oon, 



Crowder had shown t h a t  he would s t a n d  non@nk. rnse  from t h e  

Cuban government. I n  r e t u r n  f o r  a p p r o v a l  of a  $5,000,000 

l o a n ,  Crowder had 

"demanded and r e c e i v e d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a u d i t  t h e  Cuban 
govcrnment t s  books ... a  s h o r t  t ime l a t e r  Crowder 
a g a i n  demanded t h a t  a s  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ' r e p r e s e n -  
t a t i v e  h e  shou ld  be f r e e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  o p e r a -  
t i o n s  o f  any depar tment  of t h e  Cuban government. 
One month a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  (which Crowder s u p e r -  
v i s e d )  Uni ted S t a t e s '  e x p e r t s  were s c u r r y i n g  a l l  
over  t h e  i s l a n d  examining t h e  t a x  sys tcm,  banking 
laws,  p u b l i c  works c o n t r a c t s  and s o  on."27 

This  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n ,  i n  p r o t e s t ,  o f  t h e  e n -  

t i r e  Cab ine t .  Zayas a p p o i n t e d  a new Cabine t  p o p u l a r l y  

known a s  Crowder' s Cab ine t '  . 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  u s i n g  a l e s s  o v e r t  form of  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  

t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  made t h r e e  c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  growing Cuban 

n a t i o n a l i s m .  The f i r s t ,  t h e  wi thdrawal  o f  mar ines  from 

Carnaguey, h a s  a l r e a d y  been  mentioned. I n  March 1925 

s o v e r e i g n t y  over  t h e  I s l e  of P i n e s  was r e t u r n e d  t o  Cuba. 

/ 
The f i n a l  c o n c e s s i o n  was made r e g a r d i n g  r i g h t s  o f  Cuban 

immigra t ion  t o  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s .  The f i r s t  c o n c e s s i o n  

i n  t h i s  i s s u e  was made i n  1924 and when t h e  i s s u e  came 

up a g a i n  i n  1928 t h e  American Ambassador t o  Cuba s e n t  a  

l e t t e r  t o  t h e  Sena te  Committee on Immigrat ion which p r o -  

v i d e s  some i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e s e  



d e c i s i o n s  : 

"I c a n  r e a d i l y  f o r e s e e  a canpa ign  of i n t e n s e  a n t i -  
Americanism i f  such a  measure ( o f  r e s t r i c t i o n )  i s  
passed .  The v a s t  American i n t e r e s t s  h e r e  would 
c e r t a i n l y  s u f f e r  t o  a  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s e r  degree.I128 

I n  Noven~bzr 1924, Gerardo Machado was e l e c t e d  P r e s i -  

d e n t .  American p o l i c i e s  remained b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same, b u t  

. i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  p o l i t i c a l  t e n s l o n s  i n  Cuba, t h e  

wor ld  slump and t h e  Cuban d e p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  o l d  p o l i c i e s  

proved i n a d e q u a t e .  

A s s i s t e d  5 y  e v e r - w i l l i n g  American bankers ,  Machado 

moved t h e  Cuban g o v e r n r e n t  f u r t h e r  i n t o  d e b t .  I n  

February  1927, t h e  Chase Eank advanced a $10,003,000 

c r e d i t  t o  f i n a n c e  r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  which, i t  was b e -  

l i e v e d ,  would r e l i e v e  t h e  economic c r i s i s .  I n  1928, a 

f u r t h e r  $50,000,000 c r e d i t  was advanced and i n  February  

1930, a f u r t h e r  $20,000,000 was advanced. The S t a t e  

/ 
Department was w o r r i e d  about  Cuba's a b i l i t y  t c  r e p a y ,  

b u t ,  f i n d i n g  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f o r c e  Plachado t o  a c c e p t  

i t s  proposed r c f o r m s ,  i t  had no c h o i c e  b u t  t o  a c q u i e s c e  

o r  a c c e p t  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  i n s t a b i l i t y .  The Chase Bank 

+ t h  t h e  Cuban Govern- n o t  o n l y  had a l o a n  of $80,000,000 W, 

ment;  i t  a l s o  had J o s e  Obregon, Machado's son-In- law,  



on i t s  p a y r o l l s  and had loancd $130,000 on p e r s o n e l  gccount  

t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  a s  w e l l  2 s  $45,000 t o  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ' s  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  company. I n  1930, t h e  Chase N a t i o n a l  

Bank s t i l l  had $9,000 o u t s t a n d i n g  on i t s  l o a n  t o  Machado's 

shoe f a c t o r y .  29 

The American Government was d i s t u r b e d  a t  developments 

i n  Cuba, b u t  t h e  g e n e r a l  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  once t h e  d e p r e s -  

s i o n  passed the  c r i s i s  would r e s o l v e  i t s e l f .  I n  t h e  

meantime Machado a t  l e a s t  main ta ined  o r d e r ,  and l o a n s  

cou ld  a d  where used t o  s h o r e  up t h e  regime.  From 1931 

onwards, however, i n c r e a s i n g  thought  was g i v e n  t o  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  of removing Ffachado. 

On August 11, 1933, r a n k i n g  army o f f i c e r s  u n i t e d  w i t h  

American Ambassador Welles i n  demanding Nachado's r e s i g n a -  

t i o n .  On August 13,  D r .  Cespedes was a p p o i n t e d  P r e s i d e n t ,  

b u t  r e f o r m  had come t o o  l a t e .  d h i n  a month t h e  Cuban 

r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1933 was underway and Cespedes v:as thrown o u t .  

a .  THE INTERNAL DEVELOPXZNT OF CUBA 

1.  THE POLITICIANS 

I n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  s e c t i o n  we have b r i e f l y  ske tched  



American i n t e r e s t  i n  and c o n t r o l  ovey Cuba i n  t h e  p e r i o d  

1900-1933. & a t  we must now c o n s i d e r  m e  t h e  d e ~ e l o p r n e ~ ~ t s  

i n  Cuba which r e s u l t e d  from t h i s  s e m i - c o l o n i a l  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p .  

The p e r i o d  o f  American o c c u p a t i o n  had l e d  t o  t h e  d i s -  

band ing  o f  t h e  r e b e l  army. No c o h e r e n t  and l e g i t i m a t e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  cou ld  i m n e d i a t e l y  t a k e  power and proceed t o  

work towards M a r t i ' s  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  new Cuba. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  

Antonio  Faceo and Phrti had been k i l l e d  i n  b a t t l e .  The 

t h i r d  major l e n d e r ,  Maximo Goinez, though o f f e r e d  t h e  

nominat ion f o r  t h e  p r e s i d e n c y  i n  1901, r e f u s e d  t o  r u n .  

It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  make any p r e d i c t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  c o u r s e  

o f  Cuban p o l i t i c s  had Amcrican i n t e s v e n t l o a  n o t  t a k e n  

p l a c e .  What i s  c e r t a i n  i s  t h a t  Cuban p o l i t i c a l .  deve lop-  

ment cannot  be  d ivorced  from t h e  United S t a t e s 1 . i n t e r -  

v e n t  i o ~ .  

I' 

The f i r s t  Cuban P r e s i d e c t ,  Thomas E s t r a d a  Pa lpa ,  

had been prominent i n  t h e  Ten Years Wjr and had s e r v e d  

a s  representative ol: t h e  revo lu t io r lazy  government i n  

New York. H i s  na t iona lZsm was of a s t r a n g e  v a r i e t y ;  

he  regarded  s t a b l e  government a s  b e i n g  more i m p o r t a n t  



t h a n  independence.30 H i s  e l e c t i o n  was uncontes ted  

Genera l  Bartolome Maso, t h e  a n t i - P l a t t  Amendment c a n d i -  

d a t e ,  r e f u s e d  t o  c o n t e s t  t h e  e l e c t i o n s ,  and t h e  

E l e c t o r a l  Board o f  S c r u t i n y  c o n t a i n e d  o n l y  N a t i o n a l i s t s  

and Republ icans  - b a c k e r s  of Es t rada .31  

The f i r s t  t a s t e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o r r u p t i o n  came i m -  

m e d i a t e l y  i n  t h e  payment o f  t h e  v e t e r a n s '  d e b t s .  Even 

General  Maximo Gomez a p p e a r s  t o  have been a  p a r t y  t o  

t h e s e  r a i d s  on t h e  t r e a s u r y . 3 2  I n  t h e  1904 e l e c t i o n s ,  

b o t h  s i d e s  used f r a u d  f r e e l y .  The N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a l  

P a r t y ,  backed by Emil.io Nunez znd Yiximo Gomez, had a s  

i t s  l e a d i n g  p lank  "abroga t ion  o f  t h e  P l a t t  Amend- 

rr.ent'I.33 I n  1905, Maximo Gomez d i e d  and Nunez j o i n e d  

t h e  Moderate P a r t y .  

I'he L i b e r a l  P a r t y  l i v e d  on and was jo ined  by t h e  

remnants  o f  t h e  Conserva t ive  Republi- P a r t y ,  l e d  by 

J o s e  Miguel Gomez, a p r e s i d e n t i a l  a s p i r a n t .  The r e -  

mainder o f  t h e  C o c s e r v a t i v e  Republ ican P a r t y  had jo ined  

t h e  newly formed Modcrate P a r t y .  

I n  s o  f a r  a s  p o l i t i c a l  c r i t e r i a  were r e l e v a n t  i n  



t he  scramble f o r  t he  s p o i l s  of o f f i c e ,  t h e  L i b e r a l s  could 

be s a i d ,  a t  l e a s t  st t h i s  per iod,  t o  be more r a d i c a l  and 

anti-American than  the  Moderates. The l a t t e r  were backed 

more by  those people f o r  whom, i n  t he  words of t h e  Cuban 

h i s t o r i a n  Herminio P o r t e l  Vi la ,  "the i n t e r e s t s  of t he  

f a the r l and  were subordinated f o r  t he  i n t e r e s t s  of expor t -  

i ng  du ty - f r ee  sugar  t o  t he  United States."34 

I n  1905, t h e  Moderates backed Palma f o r  r e - e l e c t i o n ;  

t h e  L i b e r a l s  backed Miguel Gomez. Palma reso lved  t o  be 

r e - e l e c t e d ,  and the  L i b e r a l s ,  a l l e g i n g  - w i t h  some jus-  

t i c e  - i n t i m f d a t i o n  and cor rupt ion ,  re fused  t o  p a r t i c i -  

p a t e  i n  t he  e l e c t i o n s .  Palnia was r e - e l ec  ted unop?osed. 

Miguel Gomez, opponent of t h e  P l a t t  Amendment, l e f t  f o r  

t he  United S t a t e s  t o  seek in t e rven t ion ,  whi le  o the r  

L i b e r a l s  r a i s e d  the  banner of r e v o l t .  Estrada Palma, 

urged by Roosevelt  t o  make in t e rven t ion  unnecessary, 

s a i d  t h a t  without  United S t a t e s '  &A+ he wovld be i n -  

capable of maintaining order .35  The r e s u l t  was t h e  

Governorship of Charles  Ifagoon u n t i l  1909. 

Unfortunat:ely, I do not  have adcquate informatton 

t o  do more than  o f f z r  a  few suggest ions e s  t o  why the  



r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s  of t h e  1830 ' s  shou ld  have become 

t h e  ' P l a t t i s t s '  of  t h e  1 9 6 0 ' s .  The d e m o r a l i z a t i o n  of 

t h e  r e b e l s  which r e s u l t e d  f rom American o c c u p a t i o n ,  

t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  of  Cuba by t h e  Span i sh ,  and t h e  d i f  - 

f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  of  t h e  groups  who made up t h e  r e -  

v o l u t i c n a r y  a r n y  were undoubtedly  a l l  c o n t r i b u t o r y  

f a c t o r s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  Amer ican iza t ion  

o f  Cuba meant f o r  many t h a t  t h e  o n l y  r e s o u r c e  was 

employment by a n  American company o r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  

government, which was v i r t u a l l y  American c o n t r o l l e d .  

Prom t h e  r u i n s  o f  t h e  War o f  Independence no c l e a r ,  

mass-based p a r t y  determined t o  c a r r y  m t h e  r e v o l u -  

t i o n  seems t o  have been formed, and,  i n  t h e  absence  

of any mass p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  p o l i t i c s  became t t c  p r e -  

roga  t i v e  of  t h e  amhi t  i o u s  and unsc rupu lous  . 

The major n a t i o n a l i s t  @nci p o p u l i s t  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

independence movement M a r t i  a-aceo, had been  k i l -  

l e d .  Gonlez was o l d  and e n b i t t e r e d .  36 For t h e  a f f l u e n t  

s e c t o r s  o f  Cuban, s o c i e t y ,  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  p o p u l a r  r e v o l t  

was more fearsome t h a n  American c o n t r o l  and ,  indeed ,  

p r o t e c t i o n .  L ike  E s t r a d a  Palina t h e  r i c h  r e g a r d e d  



s t a b i l i t y  a s  more impor tan t  t h a n  independence and were 

n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  j e o p a r d i s e  t h a t  s t a b i l i t y  and t h e i r  

own p r i v i l e g e s  by a t t a c k i n g  American c o n t r o l .  An a l -  

l i a n c e  u a s  formed e a r l y  between t h o s e  s e c t o r s  of  t h e  

w e a l t h y  who had opposed t h e  war and t h o s e  who had 

fough t  i n  i t ,  b u t  on t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  s i d e .  Hence, 

t h e  f i r s t  government of t h e  r e p u b l i c  c o n t a i n e d  a u t o -  

nomis t s  - t h o s e  who had s u p p o r t e d  autonomy under t h e  

Spanish  crown. 

The above e x p l a n a t i o n  i s  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  b u t  i s  

t h e  b e s t  t h e  w r i t e r  can  o f f e r .  The l e a d e r s  of  t h e  

1933 r e v o l u t i o n  were t o  show themselves  men o f  s t r a w  

when t h e y  took o f f i c e  i n  t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s .  One cou ld  a l s o  

a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  problem h a s  been wrongly p r e s e n t e d ,  

f o r  i f  we shou ld  d i r e c t  o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h e  ecoiiomic, 
P 

s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  s t ruc i ru re  we might r e p h r a s e  

o u r  q u e s t i o n .  Ve may r a t h e r & ,  g fven  t h c  American- 

i z a t i o n  of  Cuba, t h e  d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  c o n t r o l s  e x e r -  + 
4 

c i s e d  by t h e  A m r i c a n  government, and t h e  domina t ion  

o f  t h e  economy by American companies,  what o t h e r  c o u r s e  

i 
was opcn? When Grau s a n  E i r t i n ' s  P e n t a r c h y  d i d  f r y  

t o  pursue  a  g e n u i n e l y  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  and r e f o r m i s t  



program i n  1933, t h e  United S t a t e s  government i n s u r e d  

f t s  d e f e a t .  I n  t h e  words of George Washington, 

"Experience h a s  proven t h a t  f o r e i g n  i n f l u e n c e  i s  one 

of t h e  most p e r n i c J o u s  enemies of r e p u b l i c a n  govern- 

men t . "37 

I n  1908, J o s e  Miguel Gomez was e l e c t e d  P r e s i d e n t .  

The Moderates had nominated General  Menocal. D e f e a t -  

ed ,  t h e y  r e o r g a n i z e d  and formed t h e  Conserva t ive  

P a r t y .  Of t h e  s i x  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s  from 1908 

t o  1933, each p a r t y  won t h r e e ;  i d e o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  

were h a r d l y  c r u c i a l .  Each t i n e ,  t h e  v i c t o r  had t h e  

s u p p o r t  of t h e  ou tgo ing  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  Z a p s  

s e r v e d  a s  t h e  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  L i b e r a l  Adnin i s -  

t r a t i o n  o f  Gomez and became P r e s i d e n t  a s  a  Conserva t ive  

i n  1920. I n  s u p p o r t i n g  him, t h e  p r e v i o u s  P r e s i d e n t ,  

Conserva t ive  Y I r i o  Menocal, was merely  r e t u r n i n g  a 
/- 

f a v o u r ,  s i n c e  Gomez had endorsed MenocaL1s cand ida-  

t u r e .  Zayns c o n t i n u e d  t h e  t r a d i - t i o n  and endorsed t h e  

L i b e r a l  c a n d i d a t e  Gerardo Machado a s  h i s  s u c c e s s o r .  

The HRAF Rcpost  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s  o f  t h i s  

p e r i o d  w e l l ,  



"Each man was a n  e f f e c t i v e  o r g a n i z e r  and used t h ?  
v a r i o u s  a v a i l a b l e  t e c h n i q u e s  t o  g a i n  and keep  
power - t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  p a t r o n a g e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
by means of  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l o t t e r y  and government 
j o b s ,  c u l t i v a t i o n  of t h e  army, w e l l - t i m e d  a m e s -  
t i e s  and pardons ,  v o t e  buy ing  and a p p e a l s  t o  
t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  government. Each r e t i r e d  from 
p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  i n  c o n s i d e r a b l e  comfort ."38 

Maurice Z e i t l i n  c o n t r a s t s  Ch i lean  and Cuban e x p e r -  

i e n c e s .  He n o t e s  t h a t  i n  C h i l e  c o n f l i c t  between B r i t i s h  

and American i n t e r e s t s  had p e r m i t t e d  t h e  development of  

c o n f l i c t i n g  power c e n t e r s  - e s s e n t i a l  t o  p o l i t i c a l  

democracy. A t  t h e  same t ime,  C h i l e ' s  more developed 

economy and i n t e r n a l l y  based r u l i n g  c l a s s  p reven ted  

d i r e c t  p o l i t i c a l .  c o n t r o l  by t h e  United S t a t e s .  The r o l e  

which C h i l e a n  r u l i n g  groups  had p layed  i n  t h e  indepen-  

dence s t r u g g l e  and t h e i r  s u c c e s s e s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  

c o u n t r y  gave them l e g i t i m a c y .  The p a r t i c i p a t i o n  . o f  t h e  

o l d  a r i e t o c r a c y  i n  t h e  p o l i t i . c a 1  p r o c e s s  had added p r e s -  

t i g e  t o  p o l f t i c a l  o f f i c e .  ?.I: c o n t r a s t ,  i n  Cuba, t h e  
Y 

l e a d i n g  c o l o n i a l  f a m i l i e s  l ~ d  been p ro -Span i sh  and had 

l i t t l e  popu la r  s u p p o r t .  'I'heir new power b a s e  bccsine n o t  ' 

i n t e r n a l  b u t  American. The major independence l e a d e r s  
c 

were k i l l . e d  and American p e n e t r a t i o n  i n t o  z g r i c u l t u r e  

p reven ted  t h e  emergence of  any l a n d h o l d i n g  a r i s t o c r a c y  



w i t 1 1  a power b a s e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e ,  and d e s t r o y e d  what 

p a t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s  e x i s t e d .  

I n  C h i l e ,  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was a  C h i l e a n  p r o d u c t ;  i n  

Cuba, i t  emerged from t h e  p e r i o d  o f  Uni ted  S t a t e s  occupa-  

t i o n ;  hence ,  " the  l e g a l  o r d e r  was i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  of  a n  i m p e r i a l i s t  e x p l o i t e r . "  I n  Cuba t h e r e  

was,  c o n s c q u e n t l y ,  l i t t l e  r e s p e c t  f o r  e l e c t i v e  o f f i c e .  

" P o l i t i c s  was a  d i r t y  word, oppor tun i sm,  c o r r u p t i o n  and 

g a n g s t e r i s m  were i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  p u b l i c  o f f  i c e .  "39  

$1. THE CLASS STRUCTURE 

The middle  c l a s s ,  which i s  r e g a r d e d  by many p o 1 i ' - t c a l  

s c i e n t i s t s  - from A r i s t o t l e  t o  L i p s e t t  - a s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

c l a s s  ' p a r  e x c e l l e n c e '  (by which t h e y  mean t h e  ' c o n -  
/- 

s e r v i n g '  c l a s s  p a r  e x c e l l e n c e ) ,  was v e r y  weak i n  Cuba. 

Lowry Nelson,  who s t u d i e d  Cuba i n  t h e  l a t e  4 0 f s ,  

doubted t h a t  i t  even e x i s t e d . 4 0  The HRAF s t u d y  n o t e s :  

"the middle  c l a s s  l a c k e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  f o u n d a t i o n  
i n  m o d e r a t e - s c a l e  c a p i t a l  inves tment  and a  s e t  
o f  i d e a l s  and t r a d i t i o n s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  i t s e l f  
from o t h e r  c l a s s e s .  When d e l i n e a t e d  by economic 
c r i t e r i a  t h e  middle  c l a s s  was s m a l l ;  i n  t e rms  
of  s e l f - i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  i t  s c a r c e l y  e x i s t e d . " 4 1  



I n  1926 P r o f e s s o r  Leyland Jenks  wro te  ''There have been 

b u t  two c l a s s e s  i n  Cuba: a  5 a n d f u l  of v e r y  w s s l t h y  

f a m i l i e s  o f  broad c u l t u r e ,  and t h e  mass o f  t h e  peop le ,  

i n d i f f e r e n t l y  poor .  "42 

Who e l s e  cou ld  p r o v i d e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s h i p  - 
t h e  o l d  landed o l i g a r c h y ?  No, t h o s e  who s u r v i v e d  t h e  

Wars o f  Independence were r a p i d l y  e l i m i n a t e d  i n  t h e  

f a c e  o f  e x t e n d i n g  American c o m p e t i t i o n ;  t h e  'dance of 

t h e  mil l i .ons '  s p e l l e d  t h e i r  f i n a l  d e a t h . -  C l e a r l y ,  t h e  

working c l a s s  were n o t  i n  c h a r g e ,  t h e  m i l i t a n t  l a b o u r  

s t r u g g l e s  p r o v i d e  e l o q u e n t  t e s t imony  t o  t h i s .  I f ,  

t h e n ,  t h e  governmsnt had s o a e  soc ia l .  c l a s s  b a s i s ,  wha; 

was I t  ? 

I 

The n a t i o n a l  EourgeolsFe were even l e s s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

t h a n  t h e  middle  c l a s s ;  i n  f a c t ,  i t  i s  d o u b t f u l  t h a t  

t h e y  cou ld  i n  any meaningful  s e n s e  be r e g a r d e d  a s  a 

s o c i a l  c l a s s  a t  a11.43 

Nao w r o t e  t h a t  i n  China t h e  i d e o l o g y  of  t h e  n a t i o n -  

a l  b o u r g e o i s i e  - which Mao s e e m  t o  eqmtc  with t h e  nidd1.e 



c l a s s  - cou ld  be summed up a s  " r a i s e  yorlr l e f t  f i s t  t o  

knock down i m p e r i a l i s m  and your r i g h t  f i s t  t o  knock 

down t h e  Comniunist Par ty ."44 I n  Cuba, we c a n  f i n d  no 

ev idence  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e  e v e r  came i n t o  

fundamental  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  i m p e r i a l i s m .  Cuban -owned 

i n d u s t r y  d i d  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  r i v a l  fore ign-owned i n d u s t r y ,  

i n  f a c t ,  i t  was more l i k e l y  t o  be  dependent LLpon it Lor 

i t s  p r o s p e r i t y .  Cuba was perhaps  more f u l l y  c o l o n i a l  

t h a n  most o t h e r  s i t u a t i o n s  we might examine. The 

upper c l a s s e s  and p e t i t  b o u r g e b i s i e  - minor government 

f u n c t i o n a r i e s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  s m a l l  t r a d e r s ,  e t c .  - were 

c r u c i a l l y  dependent  e i t h e r  upon t h e  American l i n k  o r  

upon t h e  Cuban c l i e n t  government. Government, i n  

f a c t ,  became a  major s o u r c e  of employment f o r  many 

and c o u l d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  command t h e i r  adherence .  I n  / ' 
t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  and d u r i n g  t h e  Second 

World War some independen t  i n d u s t r i a l  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  

development took p l a c e  which s u f f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  r e a s -  

s e r t i o n  o f  m e t r o p o l i t a n  t i e s  b u t  t h i s  does  n o t  appear  

t o  have produced any  n o t a b l e  c o n f l i c t . 4 5  

B o o r s t e i n ,  i n  a  b r i e f  s u r v e y  of p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

Cuba, p r o v i d e s  t h e  b e s t  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  economic 



b a s e  - 
" n a t i o n a l  i n d u s t r y  i n  Cuba was l i m i t e d  t o  a  few 

t y p e s  o f  goods. There were 1 o c a l  ' s l a u g h t e r  houses ,  
b a k e r i e s  and f a c t o r i e s  producing milk  and d a i r y  
p r o d u c t s ,  s o f t  d r i n k s  and candy . . . how cou ld  
Cuban n a t j o n a l  i n d u s t r y  grow? The p o v e r t y  which 
b l a n k e t e d  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  l i m i t e d  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  
demand . . . Cuba ' s i n t e r n a l  market was dominated - 
by impor t s  ... t h e  sugar  mills, mines and a lmos t  
a l l  t h e  l a r g e  manufactur ing p l a n t s  i n  Cuba were 
f o r e i g n  e n c l a v e s  ... most r e t a i l  s t o r e s ,  o t h e r  
t h z n  t h e  s m a l l  ones  i n  wooden shacks ,  depended 
on i m p o r t s  ... For whom d i d  t h e  f i n a n c i a l l y  s u c -  
c e s s f u l  ? r o f e s s i o n a l s  work i n  Cuba? Where were 
t h e  jobs  and t h e  money? The most expens ive  law- 
y e r s  worked f o r  t h e  b i g  companies, t h e  b i g  
i m p o r t e r s  and t h e  commercial s p e c u l a t o r s ,  t h e  
r e a  1 e s t a t e  o p e r a t o r s .  The e n g i n e e r s  and c h e m i s t s  
worked f o r  t h e  l a r g e  foreign-owned o r  f o r e i g n -  
o r i e n t e d  sugar  conq~anies ,  manufac tu r ing  p l a n t s  
o r  mines.  The a r c h i t e c t s  worked f o r  t h e  r e a l  
e s t a t e  coinpanies, t h e  r i c h  o r  t h e  government. 
And t h e  d o c t o r s ,  d e n t i s t s  and n u r s e s  s e r v e d  t h e  
r i c h  and middle  c l a s s e s ,  most of whose income 
was t i e d  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  t o  i inper ia l ism.  "46 

I n  t h e i r  c u l t u r e ,  t h e  upper c l a s s  ~ u b a n s  were t o r n  

between e m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  Spanish a r i s t o c r a t i c  v a l u e s ,  

r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  r o l e  o f  women, and t h e  v igorous  t r s d e  i n  

t i t l e s  and e m u l a t i o n  of t h e  chromium p l a t e  c i v i l i z a t i o n  4 ---- 

of  t h e  n o r t h .  "The t y p i c a l  s o c i a l  j n s t i t u t i o n s  of t h e  
. , 

upper c l a s s  were t h e  c o u n t r y  c l u b  and t h e  yacht  c l u b ,  
-- 

avowedly i m i t a t i v e  o f  s i m i l a r  r e s o r t s  i n  t h e  Uni ted 

S ta tes . "47  The a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  HKAP r e p o r t  add t h a t  



"much o f  i t s  ( t h e  upper c l a s s e s 9  c a p i t a l  was i n v e s t e d  

abroad o r  i n  f o r e i g n  c o n t r o l l s d  i n t e r e s t s  i n  Cuba - w i t h  

t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  upper c l a s s  appeared t o  many o t h c r  

Cubans p a r t l y  f o r e i g n  i n  composi t ion and l a r g e l y  f o r e i g n  

i n  t h e  o r i e n t a k i o n  o f  i t s  s o c i a l  and economic i n t e r e s t s . " 4 8  

Leyland Jenks ,  w r i t i n g  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  1910 t o  1917, no ted  

t h a t  " the  favour  which American b u s i n e s s  f  irrns g e n e r a l l y  

enjoyed wes such t h a t  numeyous u n d e r t a k i n g s  s e t  up by 

Cubans p u r e l y  w i t h  Cuban c a p i t a l  f l o u r i s h e d  American 

f i r m  nomss. "49 

It was t h i s  c l i e n t  c l a s s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  and 

i t s  companies which provided t h e  l o c a l  back ing  f o r  t h e  

United S t a t e s '  c l i e n t  governments. 
/ 

I n  1.933, a f t e r  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  Grau s a n  Martin's 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  n a t i o n a l i s t  government, t h e  United s t a t e s '  

h i s t o r i a n  Hubert  Her r ing  m o t e  

" t h e r e  a r e  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s ,  
Cuban and American, which clamour f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  
The Cuban b u s i n e s s  community i s  a s  f u l l y  i n -  
s i s t e n t  a s  t h e  American. The l a n d o ~ m e r ,  t h e  
f a c t o r y  owner, t h e  t a x  payer g e c e r a l l y  i n d u l g e s  
i n  no t a l k  of Cuban yatrioi: ism. IIe s a y s  i~ e f -  
f e c t ,  'We must bc r e a l i s t i c ,  economica l ly  we a r e  
a  p a r t  of t h e  United S t a t e s  and we might a s  w e l l  
admit  i t  acd have don? w i t h  t a l k i n g  of Free  Cuba. '"50 



The abscnca of any c l e a r l y  deli .neateci  na t iona l .  bour- 

g e o i s i e  and t h e  g e n e r a l  l a c k  of r a d i c a l i s m  o r  reformism 

among t h e  Cuban upper c l a s s e s  b e a r s  o u t  A.G. F rank ' s  

h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p e n e t r a t i o n  of 
J 

c a p i t a l i s m ,  t h e  "contemporary s t r u c t u r e  of c a p i t a l i s m  

does  n o t  p rov ide  f o r  t h e  autonomous development of a  

n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e  independent  enough t o  l e a d ,  ( o r  of-  

t e n  even  t o  t ake  a n  a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  ) a  r e a l  n a t i o n a l  

l i b e r a t i o n  movenlent o r  p r o g r e s s i v e  enough t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  

c a p i t a l i s t  s t r u c t u r e  of underdcvelopmont."51 

The l i n k s  of Cuban government w i t h  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  

i n t e r e s t s  were  q u i t e  s p e c i f i c .  According t o  Bcal '  s a c -  

c o u n t ,  t h e  l i n k s  were  n o t  merely  w i t h  Uni ted S t a t e s '  

i n t e r e s t s  b u t  w i t h  t h e  dominant s e c t o r  o f  th2 u n i t e d  

S t a t e s '  i n t e r e s t s ,  He a r g u e s  t h a t  Nenocal., P r e s i d e n t  

f rom 191.2-1920, had been ':an o f f i c i a l  i n  t h e  l a r g e  

Cuban American s u g a r  c o r p o r a t i o n  and owed h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
c- 

s u c c e s s  l a r g e l y  t o  t h a t  connect ion."  C o n t r o l  had,  hov- 
r 

,- ', 
, A  , - - e v e r ,  s h i f t e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e s  t o  t h g  banks and 

- ,  

p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  i n t e r e s t s  - Machado r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e s e  

i n t e r e s t s .  Henry C a t l i n ,  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Cuban Elec-  

t r i c  Company, s u b s i d i a r y  of t h e  E l e c t r i c  Bcnc! and 



Share  Company, gave h i s  v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  Mschado, h a l f  a  

m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  f o r  h i s  e l e c t i o n  campaign. " A f f i l i a t e d  

i n t e r e s t s  p u t  up a n o t h e r  h a l f  a  n i l l i o n . "  C a t l i n  i n t e r -  

e s t s  a l s o  purchased r e a l  e s t a t e  p r o p e r t y  from Machado 

a t  many t imes  i t s  v a l u e .  Bea l s  w r i t e s  "wi th  such funds  

and t h e  a c t i v e  back ing  of t h e  e l e c t r i c  and banking 

i n t e r e s t s ,  Machado was e a s i l y  e l e c t e d  .I1 Machado, who 

had o r i g i n a l l y  ga ined  h i s  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  p u b l i c  

u t l i l t i e s  b u s i n e s s ,  a s  M i n i s t e r  of t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  under  

Gomez, rewarded h i s  b a c k e r s .  "The government r e m i t -  

t e d  t a x e s  t o  t h e  l i g h t  and power i n t e r e s t s  t o  t h e  

t u n e  of s e v e r a l  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s . "  C a t l i n  a l s o  s e r -  

ved a s  l e g a l  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  Chase N a t i o n a l  Bank y h i c h ,  
I 

i t  w i l l  be r e c a l l e d ,  had p r o f i t a b l e  l o a n  connecdions  

w i t h  t h e  Machado regime .52 

The most famous Cuban h i s t o r i a n ,  Herminio P o r t e l l .  

V i l a ,  t a k e s  t h e  same view. He p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  t h e  

f i r s t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d Cuba was suppor ted  by t h e  

Tobacco T r u s t s  and t h e  Speyer i n t e r e s t s ;  t h e  second,  

t h a t  of Gorn?z, was suppor ted  by t h e  Morgan i n t e r e s t s ;  

Nenocal was suppor ted  by t h e  s u g a r  i n t e r e s t s ;  Zayas, 

by t h e  ?organ Company, t h e  Nat ion81 C i t y  Bank of Nesr 



York and t h e  r a i l r o a d  c o q a n i e s .  Machado, f i n a l l y ,  was 

suppor ted  by t h e  E l e c t r i c  Bond and Share  Corfipany (con- 

t r o l l e d  by t h e  Morgan Company), by t h e  N a t i o n a l  C i t y  

Bank of New York, (which c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  Chadbourne P l a n ,  

which prot .ec ted t h e  Genera l  Sugar Company i n  which t h e  

bank had i n t e r e s t s ) ,  and by t h e  r a i l r o a d  i n t e r e s t s  and,  

of c o u r s e ,  t h e  Chase N a t i o n a l  Bank, which made impor- 

t a n t  l o a n s  t o  blachado, Vi la  adds t h a t  h i s  opponent,  

Menocal, had l i t t l e  chance of e l e c t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  s u g a r  

i n t e r e s t s  ~ h i c h  backed him had r e c e n t l y  l o s t  o u t  i n  t h e  

t a r i f f  b a t t l e  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  Vi la  conc ludes :  

"Cuba h a s  been t rans formed  i n t o  a n  imnense 
American f a c t o r y  . . . t h e  r o l e  p layed by t h e  
Cuban P r e s i d e n t  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o ' n  h a s  been 
t h a t  of a  foreman. He has  t o  kekp o r d e r  i n  
Cuba t o  r e t a i n  h i s  p o s t  becailse /o rder  is  v e r y  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  work of t h e  f a c t o r y . " 5 3  

We have s o  f a r  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  e l i t e  which dominated 

Cuban s o c i e t y .  Cons ider ing  Chc v a s t  d i v i d e  which s e p a r a -  

t e d  t h e  ' two n a t i o n s ' ,  r i c h  and poor i n  Cuba, i t  shou ld  

come a s  no s u r p r i s e  t o  f i n d  t h a t  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  of t h e  

poor bore  l i t t l e  i n  common w i t h  t h a t  of the' r i c h .  What 

t h e  r i c h  l acked  i n  m i l i t a n c y  and n a t i o n a l i s m ,  t h e  poor 

more t h a n  compensated f o r .  S i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  t h e  f i r s t  major 

s t r i k e  i n  t h e  New Republ ic ,  t h e  ' S t r i k e  of t h e  A p p r e n t i c e s '  



had been  h i g h l y  n a t i o n a l i s t i c . 5 4  The s t r l k e  had conmc.nced 

w i t h  t h e  dcinand t h a t  Cuban c h i l d r e n  bz a d n i t t e d  i n t o  

a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s  i n  t h e  tobacco  i c d u s t r y  which had p rev ious -  

l y  been r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  S p a n i a r d s .  The s t r i k e  had r a p i d l y  

become a  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e  which p a r a l y z e d  Havana and l e d  t c  

p i t c h e d  b a t t l e s  between workers  and p o l i c e .  

I n  Cuba, t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  was e x a c e r b a t e d  by f o r -  

e i g n  dominat ion.  I n  t a k i n g  m i l i t a n t  a c t i o n ,  t h e  workers ,  

p a r t i c u l a r i l y  t h o s e  i n  t h s  major i n d u s t r i e s ,  v e r y  o f t e n  

found themselves  f a c e  t o  f a c e  w i t h  a f o r e i g n  company. 

The s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  which t o o k  over  f rom t h e  tobacco  i n -  

d u s t r y  t h e  r o l c  of vanguard i n  t h e  Cuban l a b o m  movsmsnt 

was,  a s  17c p r e v i o u s l y  no ted ,  domlnatcd by American c a p i t a l .  

I n  1924, t h e  r a i l r o a d  workers  were  engaged i n  a  v i c i o u s  

twenty-one day  s t r i k e  which r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  removal of 

t h e  B r i t i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  f rom h i s  p o s t .  The Cobacco 

t70rkers1 un ion  was f i n a l l y  smashed by Machado j.n a  

s t r i k e  a g a i n s t  t l ~  Axlericaa Tobacco T r u s t .  55 

I n  examining i t s  irilpovarished c o n d i t i o n s ,  i t s  c o r -  

r u p t  government, o f t e n  even i t s  l o c a l  t o p  managers,  

l abour  was p r e s e n t e d  ~ 7 1 t h  t h e  i r r e f u t a b l e  f a c t  of f o -  



r e i g n  d o n i n a t i o n ,  a p o i n t  which t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l a b o u r  

l e a d e r s h i p  was q u i c k  t o  s t r e s s .  The workers  cou ld  s e e  t h a t  

t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  of ; < a r t i  had gone a s t r a y ,  t h a t  t h e  f a n t a s -  

t i c  s a c r i f i c e s  of t h e  War of I n d e p e n d e ~ x e  had b rought  

n e i t h e r  icdependerlxe nor  s o c i a l  j u s t  i c e .  

b .  WORKING CTLASS ORGANIZATION AND IDEOLOGY 

P r o f e s s o r  Maurice Z e i t l i n ' s  b r i l l i a n t  work on t h e  

Cuban working c l a s s  p r o v i d e s  s t r o n g  s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  fo?; 

. / /:. -/ t h e  argumznt t h a t  f r u s t r a i e d  n a t i o n a l i s m  was a  key cr exen", ,/ 
' : 

/ 

i n  t h e  Cuban R e v o l u t i o n .  He w r i t e s :  . ,' 
< .  

L 

" t h e  p o l i t i c s  of t h e  Cuban working c l a s s  were  ' E  

d' 

' s o c i a l i s t '  and o f t e n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r  most - i ., 
of t h e  four s c o r e  odd y e a r s  t h a t  a  working ?'/ 
c l a s s  may be s a i d  t o  have e x i s t c d  i n  Cuba. - I .,. The f u n d a m n t a l  s o u r c e s  of r e v o l v t i o n a r y  . , . 

I C 

p o l i t i c s  i n  Cuba's  w o r k i r i ~  c l a s s  were  t h e  
c o l o n i a l  s t a t u s  of t h e  c o u n t r y  and t h e  p o l i -  
t i c a l  economy r e s u l t i n g  f rom t h a t  s t a t u s .  . . . The working c l a s s  developed a  s e n s e  cf  'b - - 
e x p l o i t n t i o n  inseparably lir tked t o  t h e  na- 
t i o n a l  c o l o n i a l  s t a t u s  because  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g -  

% - 
g l e  t o o k  on n a t i o n a l i s t  c o n t e n t .  T h a t  i s ,  - 
a s t r u g g l e  f o r  t h e  enlargement  of  working "- 
c l a s s  r i g h t s  and t h e  i~n?rovc~ncnt  of t h e  work- 
i n g  c l s s s  c o r ~ d i t i o n  was i n  t h e  main d i r e c t e d  
a g a j ~ s t  f o r e l g n  economic i n t e r e s t s  - e s p e c i a l l y  
t h o s e  of t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  ."56 

P r o f e s s o r  K.A. Wil l i ams ,  who r e c o g n i z e s  t he  r o l e  of 

t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  i n  Cuba a i d  argttes t h a t  "not  even t h e  



most e l a b o r a t e  and  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  e x e r c i s e  i n  d i s i n g e n o u s -  

n e s s  c a n ,  i n  t h e  end ,  c i r c u m n a v i g a t e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a n  

Amerl.can empire  which i n c l u d e d  ~ u b a  .1157, n e v e r t h c l e s s ,  

s t a t e s  

"It i s  t r u e  t h a t  Cubans g e n e r a l l y  a c q u i e s c e d  i n  
t h i s  p a t t e r n  of  f o r e i g n  c o n t r o l .  The m i n o r i t y  
of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  w h ~  en joyed  d i r e c t  c o n n e c t i o n s  
w i t h ,  and b e n e f i t s  f rom,  American i n t e r e s t s  
u n d e r s t a n d a b l y  f a v o u r e d  t h e  s t a t u s  quo.  The 

/ 

m a j o r i t y  a l s o  g a i n e d  i n  a  l i m i t e d  and s p o r a d i c  J 

way from American i n f l u e n c e .  But i t  i s  q u i t e  
wrong t o  i n t e r p r e t  such  a c q u i e s c e n c e  and t h e  
f a i l u r e  t o  s u s t a i n  a n  o v e r t ,  i n t e n s e  and con- 
t i n u o u s  an t i -Amer ican i sm a s  meaning e i t h e r  t h a t  
t h e  Cubans f o r g o t  a b o u t  t h e i r  i n f e r i o r  p o s i t i o n  
o r  t h a t  t h e y  approved of  t h e  s i t u ? t i o n .  Given 
t h e  v a s t  d i s c r e p a n c y  o f  t h e  power between t h e  
Uni ted  S t a t e s  and Cuba, s u c h  a c q u i e s c e  c e  r e -  1 p r e s e n t e d  t h e  c l o s e s t  a p p r o x i m a t i o n  t o  s a n i t y  
t h a t  was p o s s i b l e  under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  
No n a t i o n  c a n  p l a y  t h e  m a r t y r  continu:>? c l y .  
Even s o ,  d i p l o m a t i c  r e c o r d s  of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  
b e a r  b l u n t  and d e t a i l e d  w i t n e s s  t o  t h e  way t h a t  
' a d e q u a t e '  Cuban r u l e r s  arid p o l i c y  makers i n  
Washington c o n s t a n t l y  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  e r u p t i o n  
of  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  f e e l i n g  and a b o u t  t h e  pos- 
s i b i l i t i e s  of  st! 11 a n o t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n . " 5 8  

Th i s  w r i t e r  would t a k e  i s s u e  w i t h  W i l l i a m s  on two 

p o i n t s :  F i r s t l y ,  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  g a i n e d  f rom American 

i n f l u e n c e  even  i n  a  ! ' l imi ted  and s p o r a d i c  way" and ,  

s e c o n d l y ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was no c o n t i n u o u s  an t i -Amer ican i sm,  

The a b o r t e d  r e v o l u t i o n  of 1933 and t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  

1959 were  n o t  o v e r n i g h t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  Whether we l o o k  



a t  t h e  p o l i t i c s  of  t h e  Cuban working c l a s s  and of  i t s  

l e a d e r s ,  f i r s t  a n a r c h o - s y n d i c a l i s t s  and l a t e r  communist, 

o r  a t  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  ant i -Americanism of p o l i t i c a l  pa r -  

t i e s ,  ~ a r t i c u l a r i l y  t h e  L i b e r a l s ,  we canno t  deny t h a t  

ant i -Americanism was a  con t inuous  phenom, ~ n o n .  Even 

Machado developed ' b u s i n e s s  n a t i o n a l i s m 1 5 S ,  which proved 

q u i t e  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  American businessmen and p rov ided  

a  good bsckdrcp  t o  t h e  American c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  n a t i o n -  

a l i s m  r e f e r r e d  t o  above.  

During t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  Cuban n a t i o n a l i s m  i n c r e a s e d .  

T h i s  was r e f l e c t e d  a t  t h e  one l e v e l  by Zayas', s u c c e s s  

i n  1923 i n  d i s m i s e i n g  ' Crowder' s' c a b i n e t .  ' ~ r o v d e r ,  

i n  f a c t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  P r o f e s s o r  J e n k s ,  c a n  c l a i m  r n ~ ~ c h  

c r e d i t  f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  Cuban nat ional is i : l ,  a s  c a n  h i s  

s u c c e s s o r s .  Cubans were l e s s  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  American 

i n t r u s i o n  and more p r e p s r e d  t o  r e s i s t  i t .  We w i l l  see 

when w e  d e a l  w i t h  economic developments and t h e  Machado 

regime t h a t  t h e  b e n e f i t s  f rom American r u l e  were  h a r d l y  

c o n s i d e r a h l c .  

Havana m w s p a p e r s ,  con templa t ing  Cuba's  problems,  

were  n o t  ,loathe t o  blame Americnils. U?on t h e  f o r m a t i o n  



of  Crowder 's  c a b i n e t ,  i n  June  1922, one paper  came o u t  

w i t h  doub le  paze  h e a d l i n e s  d e c l a r i r i g  "HATBED OF N O K ' E .  

AMERICANS kJILL BE THE R E L I G I O N  OF CUBANST1. The a r t i c l e  

b e n e a t h  warned t h a t  " t h e  day w i l l  have t o  a r r i v e  when we 

w i l l  c o n s i d e r  i t  t h e  most s a c r e d  d u t y  of  o u r  l i f e  t o  

w a l k  a l o n g  t h e  s t r e e t  and e l i m i n a t e  t h e  f i r s t  American 

w e  encounter ."60 O t h e r  j o u r n a l s  were  n o r e  s p e c i f i c  i n  

t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m s  of Cuban s o c i e t y .  An a r t i c l e  i n  

June  1924, i.n Cuba Contemporanea, mentioned t h e  f o l l o w -  

i n g  : 

"(J)  The s u b o r d i n a t i o n  of c u r  e n t i r e  n a t i o n a l  
econorily t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i o c  of  s u g a r .  d ( 2 )  The exaggera ted  ascendancy of  o r e i g n  
c a p i t a l  i n v e s t e d  i n  Cuba, i n t e r e s t  upon 
which is  p a i d  o u t s i d e  t h e  i s l a n d .  

(3 )  The i n s u f f i c i e n c y  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  y ro -  
d u c t i o n  f o r  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  n e c e s s i t i e s  of 
t he  p e o p l e .  

(4)  'I'he advantageous  c o m p e t i t i o n  of many 
f o r e i g n  i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t s  with s i m l l a r  
ones  of  o u r  c o u n t r y .  

7 (5)  Thc l a c k  of a  n a t i o n a l  bank ing  sys tem.  ' 
( 6 )  Tnc dominat ion of our  commerce by f o r e i g n  

p e r s o n n e l .  
) ( 7 )  Thz i n c r e a s i n g  numbers o f  m i g r a t o r y  im- 
I m i g r a n t s ,  th rough  l a c k  of s u f f i c i e n t  r e s -  

t r i c t i v e  l e g i c l a t  i o n .  "61 

Uni ted  S t a t e s  investment f n  Cuba s t c o d  at- $1,525,000,000,  \ 



27.3% of t he  t o t a l  United S t a t e s '  investment i n  L a t i n  

America a s  a  whole. Trans la ted  i n t o  per  c a p l t a  terms, 

t h i s  meant t h a t  United S t e t e s '  investment i n  Cliba was 

seven t i n e s  a s  g r e a t  a s  f o r  t h e  con t inen t  a s  a whole.62 

Cuban i n t e l l e c t u a l s  were among the  most vehement 

n a t i o n a l i s t s .  Many of them l a t e r  came togz the r  i n  

suppor t  of e i t h e r  t he  n a t i o n a l i s t  ABC o r  the  l e f t -  

wing c t u d e n t  platform. Others  joined the  Cuban Con- 

munist  P a r t y .  The w r i t i n g s  of Cubzn i n t e l l e c t u a l s  

such a s  Fernando O r t i z ,  Herminio P o r t c l l  Vila  and I 
Teresa Casuso g ive  us  some i n s i g h t  i n t o  the  f e e l i n g s  

of Cuban i n t e l l e c t u a l s  of the  time. 

American domimt ion  was more i n t e n s e  ia Cuha b u t  

i n  o the r  a r e a s  of t h e  cont inent  na t iona l i sm and i t s  

concomitant express ion ,  anti-Americanism was grotrlng, 192L marked t h e  

formation of t h e  Peruvian  P2M which had  as  oile of 

i t s  nmjor goa l s ,  a c t i o n  aga innt  'Yankee imperial ism'  .63 . 

Nationalism, of a  kind, was a l s o  apparent  a t  t he  

o f f i c i a l  l e v e l .  Gerardo Machado's c e q a i g n  f o r  t h e  

presidency i n  1924 , o ; ~  a  program of 'mort i l izat ion '  



and n a t i o n a l  r e v i v z l ,  increased  na tLor ia l i s t ic  cxpec- 

t a t i o r l s ,  Machado promised t o  rcmcve t h e  l e g a l i s t i c  

a s p e c t s  of American c o n t r o l  es embodied i n  t hc  P l a t t  

Amendmant which had become a symbol of American in-  

f luence .  The p o l i t i c a l  r ep re s s ion  and  economic 

c r i s i a ,  which cha rac t e r i zed  h i s  regime, ensured t h a t  

t h e s e  expec ta t ions  remained u n f u l f i l l e d .  

1925 marked t h e  o f f i c i a l  formation of t he  Cuban 

Conmunist P a r t y ,  a l though a group k n ~ w n  as 'Agrupa ion  F 
Comuni s t a ' ,  l e d  by a s tuden t ,  J u l i o  Antonio Mclla, 

had e x i s t e d  s i n c e  1921. Also i n  1925, t h e  newly 

e s t a b l i s h e d  Confederacion Nacional Obrera de Cuba 

(ha t i o n a l  Workers ~ o n f e d e r a t l o n )  he ld  two congresses, 

though a t  t h i s  s t a g e  the  ana rcho- synd ica l i s t s  were 

s t i l l  dominant. Af t e r  1925, the  Cormnunis t P a r t y ' s  

i n f luence  grew r a p i d l y  i n  t h e  labo-.x movement, Its 

major base f o r  organiza t ion  was the  sugar  i ndus t ry .  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  two decades of t he  century  the  use of 

imported c o n t r a c t  labour  and the  r e s idues  of s l a v e  

consciousnesv had made organiza t ion  d i f f i c u l t ,  but  

by the  twent ies  a c l e a r  wage worker consciousness  had 

developed. 'i'he high  degree of concent ra t ion  i n  t he  



Cuban cugnr  i n d u s t r y  made i t  more r e a d i l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  

t o  Cornnvmist a p p e a l s ,  anarcho-synd ica l i sm b e i n g  a n  

i d e o l o g y ,  more popula r  among c r a f t - w o r k e r s  i n  s m a l l  

shops .  Leon Tro t sky ,  i n  h9s ckv.?lui:, -2nk of t h e  'Law 

of Uneven and Combined ~ e v e l o p i n e n t '  n o t e s  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  

ccnf l i c t  which is  c r e a t e d  by t h e  i m p l a i ~ t i n g  of advanced 

i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  s o c i e t i e s  which c o n t a i n  s t r o n ~ :  

e l e m e n t s  of backwardness.  I n  h i s  h i s t o r y  of t h e  

R u s s i a n  Revolu t ion ,  he  n o t e s  t h e  key r o l e  p layed  by 
I 

o r g c n i z e d  workers  i n  t h e  l e r g e  f a c t o r i e s  b o t h  i n  pro-  , 

v i d i n g  t h e  s o c i a l  b a s e  f o r  t h e  Bolshev iks  and i n  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  S o v i e t s . 6 4  

I n  Cuba t h e  s u g e r  i n d u s t r y  had f i v e  mnjor charac -  

t e r i s t i c s  : 

(a )  i t  t a s  l a r g e l y  f o r e i g n  owned, 

(b) it was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by h i g h  r a t e s  of unemploycznt 

and underemployment. Char les  Megoon r e p o r t e d  d u r i n g  

h i s  g o v e r n o r s h i p  t h a t  

l l p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h e  sugar  cane c u t t e r s  remain 
w i t h o u t  work d u r i n g  s i x  morLths of t h e  y e a r  
and  by August f i n d  t h e m e l v e s  w i t h o u t  money 
and  w i t h o u t  means of m a i n t a i n i n g  t h c m s e l v e ~  
end t h e i r  f a m i l i e s ,  The i m p o r t a n t  econoinic 
problem, t h e n ,  i s  t o  g e t  work f o r  t h e  men 
d u r i n g  t h c  s i x  months t h a t  p a s s  between Zafra  
and Z a f r a  ."65 



, The s i t u a t i o n  remzincd b a s i c a l l y  unchanged u n t i l  1959. 

( c )  i t  w e s  h i g h l y  c o n c c n t r a t c d  and e x e r c i s e d  t h e  pa;er 

n o t  mzrely  of a n  employer  b u t  a l s o  a s  a  c o n t r o l l e r  

of s e r v i c e s  and hous ing  w i t h i n  i t s  c r e s .  

(d) i t  wax t h s  most h i g h l y  i n d u s t r i a l j z e d  s e c t o r  of t h e  

econoxy . 
( e )  i t  occupied t h e  s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  Cuban - 

economy. 

I 
Both t h e  nnarcho- s y n d i c a l i s t s  a n d  t h e  Communists 

made e f f o r t s  t o  o r g a n i z e  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y .  Communist 

ideo logy  proved more a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  workers  i n  t h e  

s u g a r  mi1l.s. The t r a d e  un ion  movement had s t a r t l e d  o u t  

among t h e  c i g a r  workers  where ,  because  of t h e  craf tman-  

s h f p  invo lved ,  and t h e  s m ~ l l  s f z e  o f  t h e  u n d e r t a k i n g ,  

s y n d i c a l i s m  hzd been t h e  major ideo logy .  With  t h e  i n -  

c l u s i o n  of t h e  s u g a r  workers  i n t o  o rgan ized  l .abour ,  

Conmmism was g i v e n  a major b o o s t .  66 

The Conmunists were  a c t i v e  n o t  o n l y  among t h e  

s u g a r  m i l l  workcsn b u t  a l s o  f ormsd ' r e v o l v t i o n a r y  

f r a c t i o n s '  i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  c n i o n s ,  n o t e h l y  t h e  r a i l -  

road. w c r k c r s '  , t h e  weavers '  and t h e  tobacco  w o r k e r s  



The C o n m n i s t s  1og ica l l .y  err.phasized t h e  ' c o l o n i a l 1  

s t a t u s  o f  Cuba, The i r  most impor tan t  ' f r o n t 1  o r g a n i z e  

t i o n  wzs t h e  A n t i - I n i p e r i a l i s t  League. One s t r d e n t  o f  

L a t i n  American Communist P a r t i e s  no ted ,  "The l e a g u e ' s  

a c t i v i t i e s  were  t y p i f i e d  by i ts  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of a 

group of 150 workers  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  l e a f l e t s  denouncing 

t h e  Pan-Arwrican Congress be ing  h e l d  i n  Havans i n  

The Cornrnu!iists were  a l s o  i n f l u e n t i a l  ainong t h e  

s t u d e n t s .  J u l i o  M e l l a ,  t h e  f i r s t  S e c r e t a r y - G e n e r a l  

of t h e  p a r t y ,  l e d  a  s t u d e n t  s t r i k e  i n  t h e  U n i l ~ e r s i t y  

o f  Havana i n  1925 which r e s u l t e d  i n  Machado c l c s i n g  i t  

down f o r  a t inle .69 

It is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  C a r l o s  R a l i n o ,  who 

headed t h e  M a r x i s t  l a b o u r  grctips which combined w i t h  

t h e  s t u d e n t  groups  t o  f o r =  t h e  Communist p c r t y ,  had 

bcen a c t i v e  a2 a n  o r g a n i z e r  of p a t r i o t i c  c l u b s  among 

Cuban emigres  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  War of Independence 

nga i n s  t S2ai.n. 



The union  of workers and s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  Communist 

P a r t y  was no t  s u r p r i s i n g .  I n  t h e  1902 tobacco workersT 

s t r i k e ,  s t u d e n t s  had taken  t o  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  suppor t .  

J u l i o  Mella had been a c t i v e  i n  o rgan iz ing  workers '  

educa t ion  c l a s s e s  among t h e  un icns  i n  Havana. The 12nks 

between s t u d e n t s  and workers were important  both i n  t he  

abor ted  1933 r e v o l u t i o n  and i n  1959.70 

Almost immediately a f t e r  Its formation,  t h e  C mmunist P 
1 

P a r t y  was outlawed, and it: l e a d e r s  a r r e s t e d .  Mella was 

e x i l e d  t o  Mex3.co where, 911 J:~x:ery 102h, 1929, he was 

a s s a s s i n a t e d . 7 1  Car los  Bs l ino  d i ed  i n  j a i l  awa i t i ng  

t r i a l .  I n  s p i t e  of t h i s  t h e  p a r t y  cont inued t o  i nc rease  

i n  s t r e n g t h  and b e c a m ,  accord ing  t o  Profesdor  

R. P~ppj,no, "one of the  most i n f l u e n t i a l  r evo lu t iona ry  

o rgan iza t ions  i n ,  t h e  count ry  .'I72 It is no t  u ~ r e a s o n a b l e  

t o  assume t h a t  the Communist P a r t y ' s  stress on imper ia l -  

i s m  an3  Cuba's c o l o n i a l  s t a t u s  had t h e  e f f e c t  of i n -  

c r e a s i n g  and r a d i c a l i z i n g  Cuban na t iona l i sm.  

Follcwing t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  of t he  anarcho-syndi- 

c a l i s t  s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  CNOC, con t ro l  passzd i n t o  t he  

hands ,of t h e  Communists. Cesar Vilar became i t s  gene ra l  



s e c r e t a r y .  Under Comrrxmist l eade r sh ip ,  t he  CNOC, though 

o f f i c i a l l y  outlawed, c a l l e d  a one day anti-Nachado s t r i k e  

on March 20, 1930, and held a  m j o r  Nay Day demonstrat ion 

the  same year .  

An i n d i c a t i o n  of the  a b i l i t i e s  and v igor  of Cuba's 

e a r l y  Comuni s t s  is  g iven  by the  f a c t  t h a t  i n  1932, a t  

t h e  he igh t  of t he  r ep re s s ion ,  the  f i r s t  Congress of 

Sugar Workers was he ld  s e c r e t l y  i n  Santa Clara .  This 

r e s u l t e d  i n  t he  formation of t he  S ind ica to  Kacional de 

Obreros de l a  I n d u s t r i a  Azucerera. 

Mention should be made of t he  r o l e  t h a t  Cuba's 

b lack  minor i ty  played. They remained a  r a d i c a l  

element i n  Cuban s o c i e t y ,  p a r t i a l l y  unassini i la ted,  

and sometimes played a  lead ing  r o l e  i n  the  r a d i c a l  

s t r i k e s  which swept Cuba i n  1933-1934. The Communist 

P a r t y  had a  l a r g e  nuxber of Afro-Cuban l e a d e r s .  Both 

Rlas  R o a  and Lazaro Pena were of p a r t l y  Afr ican  o r i g i n .  

The l e a d e r  of Realengo 18,  r u r a l  Sov ie t ,  which he ld  

ou t  a g a i n s t  B a t i s t a  u n t i l  1934,was b lack ,  a s  wzs 

Je sus  Nenendez, s ec re t a ry -gene ra l  of t he  sugar  workers '  

unioc,  who was l a t e r  murdered by Autent ico3.73 



Negroes had s u f f e r e d  i n c r ? a s f r ~ g  d . i s c r i m i n a t i o n  because  

of  t h e  r runconscious  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  American p o i n t -  of -vie+' 

which c o u n t e r a c t e d  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  t o l e r a n c e  which had r e s u l t -  

e d  f  ron: t h e  indep.?ndcnce s t r c lgg lcs .  71 The r e v c l u t  i o n a r y  

goverrm-ent of Grau s a n  Mart-in promised them s o c i a l  j u s t i c e  

and e q u a l i t y , b u t  r ac i sm,  w h i l c  xiever a s  i n t e n s e  a s  i n  t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  remained i n  e x i s t e n c e  a t  l e a s t  u n t i l  1959.75 

B a t i s t a  was,  u n t i l  1952, b a r r e d  f rom mernhcrship i n  t h e  

Havana Yacht Club because  of h i s  Afro-Chinese a n c e s t r y . 7 6  

c .  THE llEVE'LO?IC!~JT OF TIE CUI3AI.T P.IO??OCULTLXE 

I n  t h e  War of Independence,  t h e  Cuban s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  had 

been v i r t u a l l y  d e s t r o y e d .  I ts  r e v i v a l ,  however, was r a p i d  

and v a s  i n e x t r i c a b l y  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  American i n t c r v e n -  

t i o n  i n  Cuba, 

The A~ner ican  h i s t o r i c i n ,  Leyland Senks  n o t e d ,  

"The p r e f e r e n c e  ( i . e ,  g i v e n  i c  t h e  R e c i p r o c i t y  Trctity 
of December 1903) g u a r a n t e e d  Cuba a  chance t o  expand 
h e r  o u t p u t  of s u g a r  u n t i l  she s u p p l i e d  a l l  t h a t  the 
Uni ted  S t a t c s  ~ c e d d f r o m  abroad :  It meant l i f e  arid 
g r ~ w t h  f o r  t h e  Cub2n sugar i n d u s t r y  . . . s o  f a r  as 
t h i s  mcqnt p r o f i t  t o  s u g z r  n i l1  p r o p r i e t o r s ,  i t  w a s ,  
of c o u r s e ,  foreigners trho were  c h i e f l y  concerned ," I7  

Once t h e  i n d u s t r y  expanded beyond t h e  p o i n t  where i t s  s a l c s  



could be absorbed  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  i t  had t o  move 

on  t o  t h e  wor ld  market p r i c e .  Jenks conc ludes ,  I t . . .  t o  

t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  R e c i p r o c i t y  T r e a t y  d i d  e n a b l e  Cuba 

t o  neke of t h e  Aner ican  market a n  e x c l u s i v e  p r i z e ,  i t s  

p r i c e  b e n e f i t s  acc rued  s o l e l y  t o  p u r c h a s e r s  of Cuban 

s u g a r  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  c h l e f l y ,  i t  a p p e a r s ,  t o  

t h e  seaboard  r e f i n e r s  .'I78 U i l t i l  1959, t h e  b u l k  of 

Cuba's s u g z r  o u t p u t  was r e f i n e d  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  

which n a t u r a l l y  m a n t  t h a t  a good d e a l  of t h e  p r o f i t  

and erriployment d e r i v e d  from t h e  i n d u s t r y  d i d  n o t  ever; . 

touch  Cuban hands .  79 

I n  t h e  War o f  Independence,  t h e  s u g a r  l n d u s t r y  had 

been v i r t u a l l y  burned t o  t h e  ground. An o p p o r t u n l t ; ~  

f o r  a r .cs t ructur j .ng of t h e  economy tias t h e r e  - though 

perhaps  the political and s o c j a l  p r e r e q u i s i t e s  were  

a b s e n t ,  Tine Cuban h i s t o r i a n ,  Herrliinio P o r t e l l  V i l a ,  

no ted ,  ' I . .  . t h e  ~ c o n o m i c  a i m  of t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  of 

1895 were f r u s t r a t e d  w i t h  v i c t ~ r y  a lmos t  i n  s i g h t  and 

e v e r y t h j n g  s t i l l  reinains t o  be dote i n  ex te r rn inn t ing  

t h i s  dangerous  m o m t e r  ( s u g a r )  i f  Cuba is  t o  s ~ r v i v e . ~ ~ 8 0  

I n  h i s  damning work on t h e  Cuban monocul ture ,  t h e  



most famous Culmn s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  of t he  twen t i e th  

cen tu ry ,  F'ernando O r t i z ,  wro t e ,  I t  , . . t h e  p r i n c i p l e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t y p i c a l  of t h e  Cuban sugar  i n d u s t r y  

today (1947) . . . a r e  t h e  fol lowing:  mec l~an iza t ion  

l a t i fund i sm,  share-cropping,  wage-f i x i n g  , supercapi -  

t a l i s m ,  absentee  landlord ism,  f o r e i g n  ownership,  

co rpo ra t e  c o n t r o l  and i m p e r i a l i ~ m . ~ ~  The s o c i a l  e f -  

f e c t s  of t h i s  a r e  descr ibed:  

" ... t h e r e  is  not  a small hold ing  of land  
nor a  dwel l ing  t h a t  does no t  belong t o  the  
owner ~ i r '  ' t h e  c e n t r a l ,  nor a f r u i t  orchard 
o r  a vege tab le  pa t ch  o r  s t o r e  o r  shop, t h a t  
does no t  form a  p a r t  of t h e  owner 's  domain. 
The smal l  Cuban- lqnda~ne r  , indqpendent a ~ ~ d  -,.- - -- 
prosperous,  t h e  backbone o f r  a s t r o n g  r u r a l  
middle c l a s s ,  is g r a d u a l l y  d i s appea r ing .  
The farmer i s  becoming a member of t he  
p r o l e t a r i a t  .I1 

H i s  p o l i c y  c o n c l u s i o ~  a r e  b l u n t  and na t i o r  ,'.is t . 
"Cuba w i l l  never be r e a l l y  independent u n t i l  i t  can 

f r e e  i t s e l f  from the  c o i l s  of t h e  s e rpen t  of t h e  

c o l o n i a l  economy t h a t  f a t t e n s  and winds i t s e l f  

about  t h e  palm t r e e  of our  r epub l i can  c o a t  of arms, 

conve r t i ng  it i n t o  t h e  s i g n  of t h e  Yankee do l l a r . "81  

The immiserat ion of t h e  n a t i v e  popu la t i on ,  a s  

t h e  r e s u l t  of a  one c rop  expor t  economy, i s  not  



p e c u l i a r  t o  Cuba. Baran w r i t e s  " ... t h e  es tcb l i shm2nt  

and expansion of t he se  (expor t -or ien ted)  p l a n t a t i o n s  

have brought about  t h e  s y s t e m t i c  paupe r i za t i on ,  indeed,  

i n  many cases ,  t h e  phys i ca l  a n n i h i l a t i o n  of l a r g e  p a r t s  

of t h e  nzltive populat ion."  R e  c i t e s  a s  an  example t he  

no r th -eas t  of B r a z i l ,  one of B r a z i l ' s  n o s t  f e r t i l e  

a r e a s ,  where t he  expansion of t he  sugar  i n d u s t r y  pro- 

duced a m j o r  shor tage  of food s t u f f s . 8 2  

Another Cuban s c h o l a r ,  Ramiro Guerra y Sanchez, 

is e q u a l l y  h o s t i l e  t o  the. Cuban monoculture. This 

h o s t i l i t y  was shared  throughout t h e  i n t c1 . l ec tua l  ccm- 

munity. As Sidney Mintz w r i t e s  i n  h i s  foreword t o  

the  Eag l i sh  e d i t i o n  of Sugar and Soc ie ty  i n  t he  Carib- -- 
11 

bean, " .,. even were D r .  Guerra 's  ana lys i#of  no - 
re levance  t o  today ' s  even t s ,  h i s  b o ~ k  would s t i l l  be 

s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h e  way i t  expresses  t h e  s o c i a l  va lues  

of  t h e  Cuban s c h o l a r l y  con~~ilunity of t h e  posL IJor ld  

War I yeern ,"83 

D r .  Guerqa's book f i r s t  appeared i n  1927 and i n  

new e d i t i o n s  i n  1935 and 1.944 - ncv b u t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  



unchanged a s  were the  phenomena w i t h  which he was dea l -  , 
ing. Ilis view of t he  p a s t  is perhaps co loured  by hi3 

fl ., 
whi te  h e r i t a p ,  but he makes t h c  po in t  t h a t  u p  u n t i l  t he  -. 

second h a l f  of t h e  n ine t een th  cen tu ry ,  Cuba had a  sub- C - '  

( _ $ A  ,L '. 
s t a n t i a l  number of sma l l  bu t  prosperous independent 

l .!I+ J 4 

f L *  $ i , l , * .  !i 
farmers .  Wr i t i ng  of t he  e a r l y  n ine t een th  cen tu ry  he 

s t a t e s ,  "Cuban a g r a r i a n  s o c i e t y  was f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  

and Cuba could r e l y  on thousands of s o l i d l y  un i t ed  

f a m i l i e s  a t t ached  t o  t h e i r  own s o i l  and p e r s o n a l l y  

d i r e c t i n g  i t s  c u l t i v a t i o n  - a  g e n e r a l l y  prosperous 

people  anxious f o r  p rog re s s ,  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  autonomy 

and f o r  t h e  oppor tun i ty  t o  s e r v e  t h e i r  country.I184 

The developa. a t  of t h e  l a t i f u n d i u m  was t o  end t h i s  

apparen t  s t a t e  of g r ace .  

I n  the  customary manner, t he  l a  t i f u n d i a  extended 

tk.. ir  t e n t a c l e s  over  t h e  i s l a n d .  Competit ion encouraged 

t h e  c e n t r a l e s  t o  e x e r c i s e  c o n t r o l  over  t h e  colonos 

e i t h e r  by b inding  them by c o n t r a c t  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l e  o r  

buying t h e i r  land o u t r i g h t ,  t hus  ensu r ing  a  cons t an t  

and cheap supply  of sugar .  I n  t h e  p2r iod  of American 

government, General  Wood extended t h e  c e n t r a l e s '  ad- 



vantages ,  g i v i n g  c e n t r a l e s  r i g h t s  t o  b u i l d  p r i v a t c  r a i l -  

roads  and so -ca l l ed  ' s u l ~ p u e r t o s '  p r i v a t e  c o a s t a l  p i e r s .  
J 

These, " ... not  on ly  permi t ted  g r e a t  economies bu t  pro- 

t e c t e d  t h e  c e n t r a l e s  a g a i n s t  a l l  compet i t ion  i n  t h e i r  

p a r t i c u l a r  zone.1185 P a u l  Baran comments on t h i s  type 

of development ... nor d i d  t h e  r a i lways ,  t r u n k  roads  

and c a n a l s ,  b u i l t  f o r  t h e  purpose of f o r e i g n  e n t e r -  

p r i s e ,  evolve i n t o  p u l s i n g  a r t e r i e s  of p roduct ive  ac-  

t i v i t i e s ;  they  merely a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  

mans of  t h e  peasant  economy and provided a d d i t i o n a l  m- 

f o r  a more i n t e n s i v e  and more thorough mercan t i l e  . 

e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  r u r a l  i n t e r i o r s . " 8 6  There were 

o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  dev i ce s  of  imper ia l i sm t o o  f o r  

example, t h e  impor t a t i on ,  under c o n t r a c t ,  of Jamaican 

and l i a i t i a n  l a b o u r e r s  which was designed t o  keep t h e  

p r i c e  of l abour  i n  t h e  sugar  i n d u s t r y  low. D r .  Guerra 

laments ,  " . . . who would have imagined t h a t  Cuba's 

p r e s i d e n t s  and m i n i s t e r s  of s t a t e ,  a lmos t  a l l  of them 

men of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  w i t h  t h e i r  s p e c i a l  permi ts  t o  

c o n t r a c t  f o r  and import H a i t i a n s  and Jamaicans,  would 

v i n d i c a t e  t h e  cap t a in s -gene ra l  0 ' Donne11 , Roncal i ,  

Canedo and Concha, who l i t t l e  more t han  f i f t y  yea r s  



be fo re ,  had f a c i l i t a t e d  t he  t r a f f i c  of s l a v e  d e a l e r s  on 

the  grounds t h a t  the  c u l t i v a t i o n  of cane rmde the  s l a v e s  

ind ispensable  .lt8i' 

D r .  Guerra o u t l i n e s  t h e  process  of aggrandizement 

of t h e  l a r g e  sugar  c e n t r a l .  F i r s t  it buys enough land 

t o  o b t a i n  a dominant p o s i t i o n ,  then s1ar l .y  squeezes t h e  

surrounding ~ m l l  producers ou t ,  buying t h e i r  l ands  a t  

rock  bottom p r i c e s  o r  f o r e c l o s i n g  on deb t s  o r  merely 

u s i n g  i t s  monopoly d i s t r i b u t i o n  t o  fix i t s  own buying . 

p r i c e s .  '!The l a t i fund ium i s  g radna l ly  s t r a n g l i n g  

every  type of independent farrier, r u i n i n g  him economical ly ,  

lowering h i s  s t anda rd  of l i v i n g  and making h i s  e x i s t e n c e  

i n t 0 l e r a h l c . ~ 8 8  By 1929, f o r e i g n  oiined sugar  companies 

were m i l l i n g  78% of t he  cane. The cane census of 1931 

revee led  t h a t  only 8 , lX of t h e  t o t a l  sugar  cane land 

was ~ u l t i v a t e d  by f r e e  colonos .89 

The c e n t r a l e  dominated a l l  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  i t s  

a r e a ,  psying n ~ t  only a nionopoly p r i c e  f o r  i t s  pu rc i~ase  

from t h e  t e n a n t s  but  charging monopoly p r i c e s  a t  i ts  

l o c a l  s t o r e .  O r t i z  wrote  of these l a r g e  e s t a t e s ,  



'' . .. an? a l l  t h i s  huge f e v d s i  t e r r i t o r y  is  
p r a c t i c a l l y  o u t s i d e  t h c  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  
l ay ;  t h e  norms of p r i v a t c  p r o p e r t y  hold  swdy 
t h e r e .  The owner 's  p o m r  is a s  complete  o v e r  
t h i s  immense e s t a t e  a s  though it were j u s t  a  
s m a l l  p l a n t a t i o n  o r  farm. E v e r y t h i n g  t h e r e  is 
p r i v a t e  - i n d u s t r y ,  m i l l ,  houses ,  
s t o r e s ,  p o l i c e ,  r a i l r o a d ,  p o r t .  U n t i l  t h e  y e a r  
1886 t h e  workers ,  t o o ,  were  c h z t t e l s  l i k e  o t t e r  
p r ~ p c r t y . ~ S O  

Is it any  wonder t h a t  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  

s h o u l d  p rov ide  such  a n  e a s y  organizing ground f o r  t h e  

Communists, o r  t h a t  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r i e s  were  t h e  f i r 3 t  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  l s o v i e t s '  i n  1933, o r  t h a t ,  c o n s l d e r i n g  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  ownership,  t h e  workers  shou ld  combine b o t h  

m i l i t a n t  unionism w i t h  f i e r y  n a t i o n a l i s m ?  A f t e r  a l l ,  

t h e  s u g a r  workers  had l i t t l e  t o  l o s e .  Many of them 

were  unemployed f o r  e i g h t  months i n  t h e  y e a r .  

The c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of l a n d  and power i n  t h e  hands of 
e 

a few w n s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  Cuba. I n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  

B r a z i l i a n  underdevelopment,  Frank n o t e s  t h a t  i n  1950, 

80% of  thosg  dependent  on a g r i c u l t u r e  owned o n l y  3% of  

t h e  l a n d .  . Conversely ,  20% of t h e  a g r i c u l .  t u r a l  popula- 

t i o n  oxmed 97% of  t h e  l a n d .  Prank w r i t e s :  " . . . t h i s  

monopoly c o n t r o l  of t h e  l a n d ,  i n  t u r n ,  p e r m i t s  t h e s e  

few owners t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  of t e n  p r i m a r i l y  a s  c o r ~ m c r t i a l  



r?oncpol i s t s  i n  t h e  m o ~ o p o l i s t i c  s t r u c t u r e  of c a p i t a l i ~ m . ~ 9 1  

C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  wisdom of many economic 

p u n d i t s ,  f o r e i g n  inves tment  i n  s u g a r  d i d  n o t  have any 

g r e a t  dynamizing e f f e c t  on t h e  Cuban economy. I n  t h e  e a r l y  

p e r i o d  s t a t i s t i c a l  g a i n s  i n  n a t i o n a l  income were  no ted ,  a s  

c a n  be s e e n  f rom Table I, b u t  t h i s  h a r d l y  r e f l e c t e d  any  

i n c r e a s e  i n  n a t i o n a l  w e l f a r e .  Nor d i d  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  

have any  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  development.  The demands of 

t h e  Z a f r a  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a  poo l  of unemployed l a b o u r  a v a i l -  

a b l e  a t  low c o s t .  J u s t  a s  g rape  f a r m e r s  i n  Sou thern  

C a l i f o r n i a  today  condemn government w e l f a r e  programs 

s i n c e  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  o f t e n  make i t  u n p r o f i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  
r 

worker  t o  work t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  day,  s o  t h e i r  c o u n t e r p z r t s  

i n  Cuba.could  n o t  be expec ted  t o  be i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t :  of 

any b a t t l e  f o r  r e fo rm.  

The u t i l i z a t i o n  of ].and a l s o  reflected t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  

of t h e  s u g a r  cornpanins. The TBRD e s t i m e t e d  t h a t  60% of 

Cuban ferniland was tillable! b u t  o n l y  20% was under  

c u l t i v a t i o n . 9 2  Frank comments on t 5e  Chi lean  s i t u a t i o n :  



" I f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  does  n o t  expand a s  we 
s h o u l d  l i k e  i t  t o ,  t h e n  t h i s  i s  bccausc  t h o s e  i n  
c o n t r o l  of  r e s o u r c e s  p o t e n t i n l l y  u s e a b l e  f o r  
g r e a t e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  c h a n n e l  them i n t o  
o t h e r  u s e s .  They do s o  n o t  bccause  t h e y  l i v e  o u t -  
s i d e  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  market  a n d / o r  d o n ' t  c a r e  much 
a b o u t  i t ,  b u t ,  on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  because  the:r in -  
t e g r a t i o n  i n  t h e  market  b i d s  them do s o .  I f  f o r t y  
p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  economic s ~ r p l u s  produced i n  a g r i -  
c u l t u r e  is a p p r o p r i a t e d  by monopolized commercial-. 
i z a t i o n ;  i f  h o l d i n g  l and  is  u s e f u l  f o r  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  
f o r  a c c e s s  t o  c r e d i t ,  f o r  e v a s i o n  of  t a x e s ,  f o r  
a c c e s s  t o  s u p p l i e s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  conlnlodities o r  
t o  means of l i m i t i n g  t h e i r  s u p p l y  i n  o r d e r  t o  pro-  
f i t  f rom t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  th rough  monopolized 
t r a d s  c h a n n e l s ;  i f  c a p i t a l  e a r n s  c o n s i d e r a b l y  more 
i n  u r b a n  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  commerce, f i n a n c e  and even  
i n d u s t r y  - t h c n  t h e r e  shou ld  be l i t t l e  wonder t h a t  
t h o s e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  i n c r e a s e  o r  d e c r e a s e  a g r i -  
c u l t u r a l  o u t ~ u t  do no t  i n c r e a s e  i t  v e r y  rapid?y."93 

Cuba was n o t  e x c e p t i o n a l ;  i n  t h e  n o r t h - $ a c t  of B r a z i l ,  it 

is  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  w i t h  8 0 b f  t h e  l and  m n e d  by t h e  L a t i f u n -  

d i a  o n l y  one q u z r t e r  of  t h a t  l and  w&s b e i n g  used .94  Frank 

a l s o  a r g u e s  t h a t  weakened t i e s  w i t h  t h e  m e t r o p o l i s  r a i s e  

r u r a l  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  and t h a t  when, f o r  example,  t h e  

Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n c r e a s e d  i ts  demand f o r  E r a z i l i a n  s u g a r ,  

l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d s  i n  n o r t h - e a s t e r n  B r a z i l ,  t h e  p roduc ing  a r e a ,  

f e l l  a c c o r d i n g l y .  95 

I n  Cuba, t h e  p r o f i t s  of  t h e  ouzar  companies vere o f t e n  

s h i p p e d  a b r o a d .  I n t e n s i f y i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  

produced a d r i v e  f o r  lower  productiol-1 c o s t s ,  g e n e r a l l y  a t  

t h e  e x p c x e  o f  t h e  workers  and co lonos  and a lways  f o r  t h n a  

b e n e f i t  of. f o r e i g n  constlm>:- ' .  Cuba was d e p r i v e d  of poten-  



t i a l  c a p i t a l  f o r  i n v e s t r e n t  and development was c o n s e q u e n t l y  

r e s t r i c t e d .  A.G.  Frank no ted  t h a t  i n  C h i l e ,  t h e  e x p o r t  

s e c t o r  had been  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s o u r c e  o f  p o t e n t i a l l y  i n v e s t -  

a b l e  economic s u r p l u s  and t h a t  f o r e i g n  ownership  o f  t h e  

e x p o r t  s e c t o r  had r e t a r d e d  g r m t h . 9 6  I n  Cuba, lower  produc- 

t i o n  c o s t s  and modern t e c h n i q u e s  had,  i n  f a c t ,  worsened t h e  

l o t  of  t h e  Cuban working c l a s s .  

Favourab le  t r a d e  a r rangemznts  w i t h  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

meant t h a t  i t  was o f t e n  cheaper  t o  impor t  food s t u f f s  t h a n  

t o  produce them l o c a l l y .  Cuban f a c i l i t i e s  - t e c h n o l o g l c a l ,  

c r e d i t  m a r k e t i n g ,  government s u p p o r t  and f i n a n c i a l  r e -  * 
s o u r c e s  - a l l  f a v o u r e d  s u g a r .  Those who wished t o  e n t e r  a  

new f i e l d  had t o  go i t  a l o n e .  e x i s t i n g  s u g s r  companies 

f avoured  t h e  more dependable  p r o f i t s  of t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  

and o f  c o u r s e  t h e  p r o f i t s  of  t h e  A m ~ r i c a n  i m p o r t s  s o l d  i n  

t h e  compsny s t o r e .  The Uni ted  S t a t e s  k p a r t m e n t  of  Con- 

merce r e p o r t e d  i n  1956 t h a t  '' . . . h a b i t ,  e x p e r i e n c e  and 

c a p i t a l  a s  w e l l  a s  c r e d i t  and m a r k e t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  z l l  

f a v o u r  continued dependence on s u g a r ;  o t h e r  c r o p s  e x c e p t  

f o r  t o b a c c o  have few of  t h e s e  l o n g - e s t a b l i s h e d  a d v a n t a g e s  .'I97 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  i n t r o d u c e d  a  h i g h  



d e g r e e  of i n s t a b i l i t y  i n t o  t h e  Cuban economy. The va lue  

o f  t h e  c r o p  f e l l  f r o n  a peak of  $1,022,000,000 i n  1920 

t o  $292,OOO,OOO i n  1921 and  $56,000, GO0 i n  1932. Th is  

was t h e  famous 'Dance of t h e  M i l l i o n s '  i n  which rmny 

Cubans became bankruf i t .  The Cuban economy, i n  f a c t ,  r a n  

on a v e r i t a b l e  s u g a r  c y c l e . 9 8  

D r ,  Guer ra  a l s o  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  conipanies i n  t h e i r  

d e s i r e  t o  minLmize c o m p e t i t i o n  and p r o t e c t  t h z i r  monopoly 

have,  ... a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  harmful  and d e s t r u c t i v e  e f -  

f e c t  on s o c i e t y ' s  c i r c u l a t o r y  sys tem,  i t s  p u b l i c  r a i l - )  
I 

r o a d s .  "99 

Uni tcd S t a t e s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  War o f  Independence 

had g i v e n  U n i t e d  S t a t e s '  i n t e r e s t s  an  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e -  

a s s e r t  and s t r e n g t h e n  t h e  primacy of t h e  s u g a r  i n d u s t r y .  

They a c h i e v e d  t h i s  by v i r t u e  o f  f a v o u r a b l e  t r a d e  a g r e e -  

ments,  p a r t i c u l a r i l y  t h e  1903 R e c i p r o c i t y  T r e a t y ,  and by 

a s t e z d y  t a k e o v e r  of t h e  s m a l l e r  f a rm e n t e r p r i z e s .  Baran,  

a f t e r  a n a l y s i n g  t h c  c f f c c t s  of f o r e i g n  inves tment  i n  

underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s ,  conc ludes  t h a t  i t  had reduced 

r e a l  incoma f o r  most of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  of t h e  r e c i p i e n t  

c o u n t r i e s . 1 0 0  Whi le  Gucrra y  Sanchez and Fernando O r t i z  



d o  n o t  p h r a s e  t h e i r  w r i t i n g s  i n  s u c h  m a t ,  a n a l y t i c a l  t e r m ,  

i t  is c e r t z i n l y  t h e i r  opinj.on t h a t  i n  w e l f a r e  t e r n s ,  t h e  

Cubcn s u g a r  i n d u s t r y  had made a n e g a t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  

Cuban l i f e .  

D r .  G u e r r a ' s  c r i t j q u e  of t h a  Cuban econon:y is  r a d i c a l .  

H e  o b s e r v e s  many of t h e  same phenomena t h a t  Bcran and 

Frank  have commented on b u t  h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  a r e  r e f o r m i s t ,  

pe rhaps  because  he f a i l s  a d e q u a t e l y  t o  r e c o g n i s c  t h e  poxer  
# 

of t h o s e  who b e n e f i t e d  f rcm t h e  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t n r e .  DG. 

Guerra  favoured  a n  end t o  f u r t h e r  l a t i f u n d i a  expans:icn, 

d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n ,  a n  end t o  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  of f o r e i g n  

l a b o u r ,  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  co lono  and " land of h i s  own 

f o r  t h e  farmer". He d i d ,  however, conclude w i t h  ci pro-  

p h e t i c  rg:ncrk 

'' ... a c o u n t r y  t h a t  is po1 i t : i ce l ly  u n f r e e ,  b u t  
t h a t  p o s s e s s e s  and c u l t i v a t e s  i t s  oim I c n d s ,  tail 

win  i t s  freedom a e  Cuba d i d ,  b u t  a f r e e  p e o p l e  
who r e l i n q u i s h  t h e i r  l ~ n d  t o  a n o t h e r  have t a k e n  
t h e  p a t h  t o  economic s e r v i t u d e  an2 s o c i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  decay.  W i t h i n  a q u a r t e r  o f  n c e n t u r y  
e i t h e r  the l n t i f u n d i u m  D r  t h e  r e p u b l i c  w i l l  no 
l o n g e r  e x i s t  ."lo1 

It is i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  i n  b o t h  O r t i z  cnd Guarra  

t h e  s e r a i n s  of J o s e  M a r t i ' s  i d e a l s  - t h e  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  



c r e a t i o r ,  of a  f r e e  independent  Cuba w i t h  a  l a r g e  and 

numerous middle  c l a s s  of independent  f a r n e r s  and c r a f t x -  

men. O r t i z  c o n t i n u a l l y  c o n t r a s t s  t h e  v i r t u e s  of t h e  s m a l l  

tobacco  f a r n e r s  w i t h  t h e  l a r g e  m o n o p o l i s t i c  c e n t r a l c .  

"The vega i s  indepcndent ,  u n l i k e  t h e  cane f i e l d s  and t h e  

co lony  t h a t  s p r i n g s  up a b o u t  them ,,, i n  t h e  to'oacco 

i n d u s t r y  t h e r e  a r e  no c e n t r a l e s  .''lo2 

D r .  Gucrra  w r i t e s ,  ... p o s s i b l y  more t h a n  f o r t y  
, 

per c e n t  of t h e  t o t a l  a r e a  of Cuba i s  dominated by t h e  

l a t i f u n d i u r n s ,  and t h e  Cuban f a r n e r  l i v i n g  w i t h i n  t h e s e  

huge t e r r i t o r i e s  cannot  c h e r i s h  t h e  d e e p e s t  and n o s t  

i n t e n s e  a s p i r a t i o n  of t h e  man who w i s h e s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  

h i s  f a m i l y ' s  f u t u r e ;  t o  own a  p i e c e  o f  p r o p e r t y  on 

which he c a c  b u i l d  h i s  home and c u l t i v a t e ,  a s  a  f r e e  

worker ,  hi.s own l a n d  .' 'lo3 

Eoth books a r e  e l o q u e n t  t e s t imony  t o  t h e  na t iona l i s .51  

o f  Cuban i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  t o  t h e i r  condemnation of t h e  e f -  

f e c t s  o f  Uni ted S t a t e s '  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  and t o  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  a  'Cubanness '  t h a t  d i d  n o t  admi t  o f  American s o l u t i o n s .  



Machado, i n  t y p i c a l l y  Cuban s t y l e ,  reneged on h i s  p ledge  

n o t  t o  s e e k  r e - e l e c t i o n  and i n  a d d i t i o n  had t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

a l t e r e d  s o  a s  t o  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  e x t e n d  h i s  t e rm by two y e a r s .  

H i s  regime was t h e  most r e p r e s s i v e  i n  Cuban h i s t o r y .  M c h a d o  

had shown h i s  a t t i t u d e  towards  l a b o u r  when, a s  M i n i s t e r  o f  

t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  i n  t h e  Gomez Government i n  1910, he  -had used 

t r o o p s  t o  end a  s t r i k e  i n  San ta  C l a r a  P r o v i n c e . 1  As 

p r e s i d e n t - e l e c t ,  on a  v i s i t  t o  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  he  s t a t e d  

t h a t ,  " ... he would n o t  p e r m i t  s t r i k e s  i n  Cuba which cou ld  

l a s t  more t h a n  twenty- four  hours."2 

On h i s  a c c e s s i o n  t o  power, he  immediate ly  s e t  upon t h e  

t a s k  of d e s t r o y i n g  t h e  m i l i t a n t  u::ions. The p remises  o f  

t h e  CNOC and t h e  Federac ion  Obrera  d e  l a  IIabana were  d e s -  

t r o y e d .  A r a i l r o a d  s t r i k e  i n  Camaguey was p u t  down by 

t r o o p s  and t h i r t y  s t r i k e r s  k i l l e d .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  "Machado 

informed t h e  major  employers  th roughout  t h e  c o u n t r y  t h a t  

he would send p o l i c e  t o  any  f a c t o r y  where i t  became neces-  

s a r y  t o  a r r e s t  and d e p o r t  any f o r e i g n  a g i t a t o r s . I 1 3  

I n  1927, C h e s t e r  Wr igh t ,  Aner~cam C e c r e t a r y  of t h e  



Pan-American F e d e r a t i o n  of Labour and e d t t o r  o f  t h e  AFL - 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Labour News, t o o k  ev idence  t o  Washfngton 

of one hundred f o r t y - s e v e n  a s s a s s i c a t i o n s  ccimnitted by t h e  

Machado reg i rw . Wil l i am Green of the AE'L p r o t e s t e d  i n  

February ,  c h a r g i n g  t h a t  "a c o n d i t i o n  of v i r t u a l  t e r r o r i s m  

e x i s t e d " .  I n  A p r i l  t o  May, Machado v i - s i t e d  Washington 
I 

and m$t Green a t  t h e  B e l g i a n  l e g a t i o n .  Green t h a n  i s s u e d  I 

a p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of Cuban 

workers  would ' b e  improved' .  B e a l s  s t a t e s ,  ' % r i g h t  p re -  

s e n t l y  was o u t  o f  h i s  two j o b s ,  and d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of Cuban workers  has grown s t e a d i l y  worse ,  

t h a t  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s  have con t inued ,  t h a t  men t h e n  j a i l e d  

are t o d a y  i n  j a i l  w i t h o u t  t r i a l ,  Green never  once h a s  

l i f t e d  h i s  v o i c e  i n  t h e i r  b e h a l f  .!I4 

The AFL was n o t  the '  o n l y  guilty p a r t y ,  l h o  p a i d  

Machado a g e n t s  formed s l a k e  Federation Cubano de  Traba jo  

which was 2 i f  i l t a t e d  t o  t h e  Pan-American F e d e r a t i o i l  of 

Labour a t  a t ime  when a l l  1 -eg j t i rmte  un ions  had been 

d r i v e n  undergrouad.5  

&ner icea  b u s i n e s s  i n t e r e s t s  ' r eac tcd  p r e d i c t a b l y  t o  



Machado. P r o f e s s o r  Z e i k l i n  n o t e s  t h a t  I t  ... t h e y  were  

e n t h u s i a s t i c  abou t  Machado's r e p r e s s i o n  of l a b ~ u r . ~ ~ G  

P r o f e s s o r  R.F.  Smith w r i t e r  t h a t  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s '  

Department of S t a t e  was k e p t  informed of  Machado's ac- 

t i v i t i e s  and t h e  growing o p p o s i t i o n  t o  them, 

" ... b u t  t h e r e  was no change i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t ' s  
p o l i c y  of s u p p o r t i n g  Nachado. One r e a s o n  f o r  
t h i s  p o s i t i o n  was t h e  con t inued  s u p p o r t  of t h e  
Machado a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  by American b u s i n e s s  i n -  
t e r e s t s ,  "7 

Th is  s u p p o r t  was c o m u n i c a t e d  by l e t t e r  and by lobby. 

On h i s  t r i p  t o  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  i n  1927, M~?chado 

was f s t e d  by numerous o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  Chase 

N a t i o n a l  Eank, t h e  Impor te r s  and  E x p o r t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

t h e  E l e c t r i c  Bond and Share  Company, t h e  New York Cham- 

b e r  of C o m z r c e  and t h e  J.P. Morgan C o q a n y .  8  

A ~ e r i c a n  s u p p o r t  f o r  Machado d i d  n o t  msre ly  emanate 

f rom t h e  b u s i n e s s  community. I n  1928, P r e s i d e n t  CLavin 

Cool idge,  i n  a n  a d d r e s s  t o  t h e  s i x t h  Pan-American Con- 

g r e s s  i n  Havana, s t a t e d ,  

"Today Cuba i s  h e r  own s o v e r e i g n t y .  Her p e ~ p l e  
a rc  icdependen t ,  f r e e ,  p rosperous ,  peaceful  and 
have a l l  t h e  advan tages  of s e l f - g o v e r n m n t .  
Thcy have reached a  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  of 
t h e  g o v e r n m n t ,  i n  t h e i r  genu ine  e x p r e s s i o n  of 
t h e i r  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a t  t h e  ba l l .o t  box and i n  t h  
recognizcd  s o ~ ~ n d n e s s  of t h e i r  p u b l i c  c r e d i t  t h a t  
h z s  com.andec1 u n i v e r s a l  r e s p e c t  and admire t ion , "9  



~ a c h q d o  had more problems t h a n  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  The 

l a b o u r  movement had markedly i n c r e a s e d  I n  s t r e n g t h  and w1-,il.e 

r e p r e s s i o n  weakengd i t ,  it d i d  n o t  d e s t r o y  i t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  
4 

economic e v e n t s  o v e r  which he had l i t t l e  c o n t r o l  were  s t e a d -  

i l y  i n c r e a s i n g  s o c i a l  d i s c o n t e n t .  The Fordne'y-McCamnbar 

T a r i f f  Act o f  September 1922 had r a i s e d  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s 1  

t a r i f f  on Cuban s u g a r  f rom 1.0048 c e n t s  a pound t o  1.7648 

c e n t s  a pound. It had been passed  as a r e s u l t  of p r e s s u r e  

f rom t h e  b e e t  s u g a r  i n t e r e s t s  who, i n  a  g l u t t e d  wor ld  mar- 

k e t ,  cou ld  n o t  compete w i t h  lower c o s t  Cuban p r o d u c e r s .  

I n  1929 t h e  Hawley-Smoot T a r i f f  Act r a i s e d  t h e  t a r i f f  t o  

two c e n t s  a pound.10 

The Machado regime r e a c t e d  t o  t h i s  by r a i s i n g  t a r i f f s  

on some American goods,  and,  i n  1927, procla imed a  p o l i c y  

o f  n a t i o n a l  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y . 1 1  I n  f a c t ,  a s  a  r e s u i t  of thLs 

s o m  f o u r  h u n d ~ e d  sml l  s c a l e  Cuban e n t e r p r i z e s  were  s t a r t -  

e d , 1 2  b u t  t S e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of Cuban c a p i t a l  and t h e  con- 

s t a n t l y  d e c l i n i n g  market ensured  t h a t  t h i s  develcpment \.7as 

l i m i t e d .  I n  a z d i t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s 1  

Dcpartnzii t  of Commerce, t h e  p o l i c y  of t a r i f f  p r o t e c t i o n  

was iniplemsnted rf  , . . c a u t i o u s l y ,  i n f l u e n c e d  n o t  o n l y  by 



t h e  oppos i t i on  t o  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f s  voiced by sugar  and 

import ing i n t e r e s t s  bu t  a l s o  by i t s  own concern over  

Cuban dependence on f o r e i g n  markets .Ill3 Nevertheless-,- 
* 

t h e  development of Cuba's meat p roduct .  d a i r y  and f r u i t ,  

v e g e t a b l r  canning i n d u s t r i e s  owe t h e i r  o r i g i n s  t o  t h i s  

t a r i f f  r e s t r i c t i o n . 1 4  

The dep re s s ion  was t h e  f i n a l  blow f o r  t h e  Cuban 

economy. One commentator w r i t e s ,  ... t h e  c o l l a p s e  

of  t h e  suga r  market i n  1929 was t h e  b i g g e s t  c a t a s t r o p h e  

i n  Cuban h i s t o r y  .I1l5 

Real  p e r  c a p i t a  income plummeted from 239 pesos i n  

1924 t o  109 pesos i n  1933. Nat iona l  income f e l l  from 

783,000,000 pesos i n  1924 t o  296,000,000 pesos i n  1933. 

Barbara Wt lker ,  i n  an  unpubl ished s t u d y  e n t i t l e d  

The Labour P o l i c y  of Cuban Governments S ince  1925, des-  

c r i b e s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e  workers  i n  t h e  3 0 ' s .  

nTbe e f f e c t  of t h i r  economic c r i s i s  produced 
widespread unemployment throughout  Cuba and 
lox( - r ing  of what were a l r e a d y  luw wages among 
t h e  workers a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  f a i l u r e  by t h e  govern- 
ment t o  pay i t s  employees r e g u l a r l y  o r  f u l l y .  
The number of unemployed was approximately 500,000 
o u t  of a  popu la t i on  of some f o u r  m i l l i o n s .  The 
wage of a  c i t y  l aboure r  f e l l  from t h r e e  d o l l a r s  t o  
f i f t y  c e n t s  a  day, t h e  r u r a l  wage of one d o l l a r  and 
f i f t y  c e n t s  t o  two d o l l a r s  and f i f t y  c e n t s  f e l l  t o  
from t h r e c  t o  twenty- f ive  c e n t s  . . . many of t he  r u r a l  
popu la t i on  were reduced t o  work merely one o r  two 
months ou t  of t h e  year."lG 



Cuba was suffering f r o n  what A.G. Prank would term 

' super  s a t e l . l i t z  development' . Ile sugges t s  t h a t  a  major 

cause of contemporary backwardness i s  t o  be found i n  t h e  

i n t e n s e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of a  count ry ' s  raw materizils i n  t he  

J 

p a s t .  When t h e  market f o r  t h e i r  sugar  o r  t he  wea l th  of 

t h e i r  mines disappeared and the  met ropol i s  abandoned them 

t o  t h e i r  m7n dev ices ,  t he  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  economic, 

p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  of t he se  regi-ons p soh f5 i t ed  

autonomous gene ra t i on  of economic development."l7 Cuba 

f aced  a sygar  market which grew l i t t l e  a f t e r  1926 and 
. 

f l u c t u a t e d  2 g r e a t  dea l .  The r a p i d  grcv t l \  vh i ch  svgar  

had produced i n  t he  f i r s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  cen tu ry  was over  

and Cuban governn~cnts n m  had t o  d e a l  w i th  an  economy 

w i t h  a b u i l t - i n  tendency t o  s t e g n a t i o n  a n  economy which 
3 

was dominated by suga r  and the  United S t a t e s .  One econo- 

m i s t  a s k s  whether t h e r c  was 91 . . . w i t h i n  t h i s  framework 

any way of absorb ing  unemploymnt and r a i s i n g  l i v i n g  

s tandards."18 I n  f a c t ,  b e t w e n  1923 and 1958, t h e  Cuban 

econorny showed l i t t l e  p rog re s s .  

Frank sugges t s  t h a t  v i t h  t h e  loosening  of mztropol i -  

t a n  t i e s ,  two d i f f e r e n t  r e a c t i o n s  may t ake  p l ace  - t h e  

one ' p a s s i v e  c a p i t a l i s t  i nvo lu t ion '  t~i1h1-d a subs i s t ence  

economy of cxtrem? underdevelopment a s  i n  t h e  no r th  acd 



n o r t h - e a s t  of B r a z i l ,  t h e  o t h e r  ' a c t i v e  c a p i t a l i s t  i n v o l u t i o n '  

o r  autonomous i n d u s t r i . a l  development such  as t h a t  which h a s  

t a k e n  p l a c e  a t  c e r t a i n  t imes  i n  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  d r i v e s  

o f ,  f o r  example,  Kexico,  Argen t ina  and I n d i a . 2 0  This  c o n t r a -  

d i c t s  t h e  commonly a c c e p t e d  t h e s i s  t h a t  development t a k e s  

p l a c e  by a k i n d  of ' s p r e a d  e f f e c t 1 ,  th rough  c l o s e r  l i n k s  w i t h  

t h e  developed c o u n t r i e s .  

I n  f a c t  i n  Cuba, t h e  tendancy seems t o  have been toward 

p a s s i v e  i n v o l u t  i o c .  While YOKE independent  deve loprnent .sp- 

p e a r s  t o  have been i n i t i a t e d ,  Tab les  11, 111 and I V  c l e a r l y  

i n d i c a t e  any weakening of t i e s  w i t h  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  pro-  

duced a n  immediate and d r a s t i c  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

income. Cuba wes s o  c l o s e l y  dependent  upon t h e  Uni ted 

S t a t e s '  economy t h a t  n o t  u n t i l  1959, when a  complete  b r e a k  

was made, c o u l d  Cuba b e g i n  a  c o u r s e  of i n d e ~ e n d e n t  develop-  

ment. 

Table  I, t a k e n  f r o =  7 r o f e s s o r  Z e i t l i n l s  t h e s i s ,  i n -  

d i c a t e s  n o t  o n l y  t h e  e r r a t i c  f l u c t u a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Cuben 

economy and i t s  o v e r a l l  s t a g n a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  shows t h a t  

no p r e v i o u s  government had had t o ' c o p e  w i t h  p r o b l e m  

of  a s i m i l a r  magnitude.  



F i g u r e s  from t h e  IBRD Xeport  ( T a b l e  11) prov ide  an  / 
:+ 

e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  s h a r p  drop i n  i n c o m  and s u b s t e n -  .- 
4 - t i a t e  o u r  argument on Cuban monocul ture .  Cuban e x p o r t s  - . 

dropped f r o =  $434,000,000 i n  1924 t o  $272,000,000 i n  
-. 

1929 and $S0,700,000 i n  1932. U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f u l l  f i g u r e s  - .  

on t h e  breakdoxn of e x p o r t s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  Tab le  111, 

however, does  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  w i d e s t  f l u c t u a t i o n s  oc- 

c u r r e d  i n  t h e  s u g a r  t r a d e  and t h a t  i n  f a c t  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  

under  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o t h e r  e x p o r t  i tem i n c r e a s e d .  The 

c h a r t  g i v e s  a  g r a p h i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  c l o s e  c o r r e l a t i o n  

of e x p o r t s ,  impor t s  and n a t i o n a l  income. 

Table  I1 a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i n  i 9 2 5  t h e  b a l a n c e  on 

c u r r e n t  a c c o u n t  began t o  show a  d e f i c i t .  The f a v o u r a b l e  

merchandise  b a l a n c e s  were no l o n g e r  adequa te  t o  c o v e r  

t h e  s e r v i c e  i t ems  such  a s  f r e i g h t  c h a r g e s  and i n s u r a n c e  

and t h e  o u t f l o w  of r e m i t t c n c e s  on s c c o u n t  of p o r t f o l i o  

and d i r e c t :  inves tment .  U n t i l  1930 n e t  c a p i t a l  i n f l o w ,  

p r i m a r i l y  From t h e  l o a n s  d i s c u s s e d  e a r l i e r ,  a v e r t e d  any 

s e r i o u s  b a l a n c e  of p a p e n t  c r i s i s .  The I B R D  Repor t  

"In t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  t h e  p o s i t F v e  b a l a n c e  of payxen ts  
was l a r g s l y  due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h n t  Cuba d i d  n o t  
have a n  independent  monetary sys tem and t h u s  
c o u l d  n o t  keep incomzs up i n  the fcce of cz tas -  
t r o p h i c  d e c l i n e  i n  e x p o r t s .  I n t ? r n a l  s t a b i l i t y  
had t o  be s a c r i f i c e d  t o  a n  unusua l  e x t e n t  f o r  
t h e  sake  oZ e x t e r n a l  adjustment . "21 



a 

This  a n a l y s i s  b e a r s  a s t r i k i n g  resemblance t o  t h e  one 

propounded by H. Magdoff who w r i t e s  '' ... r e c o u r s e  t o  

e t t h e r  s e v e r e  i n t e r n a l  ad jus tm2nts  o r  d e v a l u a t i o n  is a 

common f e i i t u r e  of t h e  economica l ly  and f i n a n c i a l l y  de- 

pendent  n a t i o n  and is much l e s s  f r e x u e n t  i n  t h e  c e n t e r s  

of f i n a n c i a l  power .It22 Underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s  f r e -  

q u e n t l y  dependent  on s a l e s  of one o r  two major p r o d u c t s  

a r e  prone t o  b a l a n c e  of payments c r i s e s ,  w h i l e  l o a n s ,  

o f t e n  r e q u i r e d  t o  s o l v e  problems caused by market in -  

s t a b i l i t y ,  may add t o  t h e  problem, f o r  l i k e  payment on  

f o r e i g n  investnient  t h e y  w i l l  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  o u t f l o w  on 
?. . 

t h e  b a l a n c e  of payments. -. -. 

Developed c o u n t r i e s  w i t h  a more f l e x i b l e  e x p o r t -  

import  makeup a r e  g e n e r a l l y  n e t  r e c i p i e n t s  of inves tment  

income and i n c o m  on such  i tems a s  banking,  i n s u r a n c e  

and s h i p p i n g .  A t  t h e  same t ime ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  banks of 

t h e  developed c o u n t r i e s  have . . . t h e  power and t h e  

mechanisms made a v a i l a b l e  by th j - s  power t o  smooth o u t  . 

d e f i c i t  problems .lrZ3 

Table 11 a l s o  r e v e a l s  that .  between 1924 and 1933, 

i n  e v e r y  y e a r  b u t  one,  1930, t h e r e  was more money l e a v -  



i n g  Cuba i n  r e p a t r i a t e d  p r o f i t s  than  e n t e r i n g  i n  new inves t -  

ment. A summation of t h e  r e t u r n  on p o r t f o l i o  and d i r e c t  

investmcnt s u b t r a c t e d  f r o n  t h e  ne t  new invns tncnt  ( t a k i n g  

t h e  f i g u r e s  f o r  1931 and 1932 a s  zero) show3 t h a t  between 

1924 and 1932 t h e r e  was a  ne t  f i n a n c i a l  d r a i n  of 

$169,000,000, though, a s  t he  t a b l e  s h m s ,  t h j s  pe r iod  was 

no t  unique. 

This  confirms,  i f  conf i rmat ion  were needed t h e  point- 

made by Magdoff, Rarar. and Frank t h a t  underdeveloped 

c o u n t r i e s ,  f a r  from bene f i t i ng  from c a p i t a l  t r a n s f c r s ,  are 

i n  f a c t  n e t  c a p i t a l  expor te rs .  Frank c a l c u l a t e s  t h a t  a 

conse rva t ive  e s t i m a t e  would p l ace  c a p i t a l  ou t f lcw from t h e  

seven l a r g e s t  L a t i n  Am2rican c o u n t r i e s  (Argent ina,  B r a z i l ,  

Chi le ,  P e r u ,  Venezuele, Colombia, Mexico) t o  t he  United 

S t a t e s  between 1950 and 1961 a t  $2,081,000,000.24 Cuba 

s u f f e r e d  a n  a d d i t i o n e l  c a p i t a l  l o s s  between 1924 and 1932 on 

s e r v i c e s .  I ts  d e f i c i t  on t h i s  i t em was $244,900,000.25 

A d e f i c i t  of t h i s  na tu re  appears  t o  be t y p i c a l  i n  t h e  

t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s .  Frank 

has noted t h a t  w i t h  c a p i t a l  outf lows of t h i s  n a t u r e ,  

c a p i t a l  s c a r c i t y  is no su rp r i s e .26  Indeed these  f i g u r e s  

provide s o w  explana t ion  f o r  the f a i l u r e  of Nachado' s 



p o l i c y  of n a t i o n a l  s e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y  which we no ted  e a r l i e r .  

It shou ld  a l s o  be s t r e s s e d  t h a t  any a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n  and 

a n a l y s e  Cuban n a t i o n a l i s m  mus, be made on t h e  b a s i s  of  s u c h  

economic f a c t s .  

Government a t t e m p t s  t o  s o l v e  t h e  Cuban economic c r i s i s  

were  u n s u c c e s s f u l .  One major  scheme, t h e  s o - c a l l e d  'Chad- 

bourn  P l a n ' ,  des igned  t o  c o n t r o l  wor ld  s u g a r  p r o d u c t i o n .  

a c t u a l l y  i n t e n s i f i e d  t h e  economic c r i s i s .  R e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  

p r o d u c t i o n  caused  i n c r e a s e d  unemployment and a  consehuen t  

d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  o t h e r  commercial  a c t i v i t i e s .  The Cuban 

s h a r e  of  t h e  American market  f e l l  f rom 49 .4% i n  1930 t o  

25.3% i n  1933.27 A s p e c i a l  Cuban f e a t u r e  of  t h e  p l a n  sad-  

d l e d  Cuban t a x p a y e r s  w i t h  b a n k e r s '  l o ~ s ~ s  upon some 

$42,000,000 w o r t h  of  s u g a r . 2 8  

Not o n l y  d i d  Machado have t o  f a c e  t h e  growing l a b o u r  

u n i o n s ;  he a l s o  had t o  f a c e  t h e  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  

which  aimed a t  a  v a s t  s o c i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  Cuba. I n  

p r e v i o u s  p e r i o d s  t h e r e  had been r e b e l l i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

government,  b u t  t h e s e  were  e i t h e r  g roups  w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  

i n t e r e s t s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  Ve te rans  and P a t r i o t s  A s s o c i a t i - o n  'S 



f i g h t  w i t h  Zayas,  p r i n l a r i l y  over  pens ions ,  o r  t h e  f r e q u e n t  

c o n t e s t i ~ g  of e l e c t i o n  f r a u d ,  a s  i n  1905 and 1917, t o  name 

t h e  two major  o u t b r e a k s .  I n  t h i s  c a s e  t h e  c o n f l i c t  was 

c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  two major p a r t i e s ,  and w h i l e  pos ing  a 

t h r e a t  t o  o r d e r ,  i t  d i d  n o t  pose any r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a l t e r n a -  

t i v e  . 

The Comniunist P a r t y  was undoubtedly  t h e  most power fu l  

opponent of Machado. Its ranks  grew from 350 i n  1929 t o  

2,800 i n  J a n u a r y  1933 and 5:000 i n  September 1933.29 

More impor tan t  t h a n  i t s  numerical  membership was i t s  over-  

whelming i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  union movement. I n  1930 t h e  

CNOC, though d r i v e n  underground organ ized  a one day s t r i k e  

a g a i n s t  t h e  government. On March 20 t h e  s t r i k e  was p u t  

down, b u t  i n  M a y t h e  CNOC l e d  a  l a r g e  May Day demonstra- 

t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  regime.30 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  Comnunist P a r t y ,  two o t h e r  groups  

which d i f f e r e d  d i s t i ~ i c t l j /  from t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p a r t i e s  

shou ld  be n e n t  ionzd .  

The f i r s t ,  t h e  ABC o r  'Abecedar tos ' ,  i s  v a r i o u s l y  

d e s c r i b e d  a s  ~ f r e v o l u t i o ~ ~ ~ r y  t e r r o r i s t r 1 ,  "Nat iona l  



Soci.al i .s t l ' ,  and "semi-fescis t ! '  . 3 l  I ts program could pro-  

b a b l y  be more a c c u r a t z l y  d e s c r i b e d  a s  c o r p o r a t i s t .  p r o f e s -  

s o r  3. Herr ing  w r o t e  i n  1933, 

"The ABC is  t h e  dominant group among t h e  nonconfor- 
m i s t s  ( i . e .  t h e  new p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s )  ... Its 
m a n i f e s t o  i s s u e d  l a s t  December s t a n d s  a s  t h e  most 
memorable document t o  cone o u t  o f  t h e  d a r k  y e a r s .  
It is  a  c a l l  t o  a  new N a t i o n a l i ~ r n . ' ~ 3 2  

B e a l s  reviewed t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  ASC, which a t t a c k e d  

Cuba's c o l o n i a l  s t a t u s  and p r e s e n t e d  "An e x t e n s i v e  program 

of t h f r t y - f i v e  measures ... by which t h e  peop le  of Cuba 

c a n  r e g a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  w e a l t h  and t h e i r  govern- 

ment,  and r e t a i n  i t  a f t e r  it i s  rega ined . I r33  Its o r g a n i c a -  

t i o n  v a s  c e l l u l a r ,  i t s  t a c t i c s  t e r r 0 r i s t i . c .  The m a j o r i t y  

o f  i t s  m i l i t a n t s  were  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s .  Among o t h e r s  

t h e y  a s s a s s i n a t c d  t h e  Chief of t h e  S e c r e t  P o l i c e  and t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Sena te .  G e n e r a l l y  unab le  t o  f i n d  t h e  

a s s a s s i n s ,  t h e  governncnt  r e t a l i a t e d  w i t h  indiscriminate 

t e r r o r  which had t h e  e f f e c t  o f  f u r t h e r  a l i e n a t i n g  t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  Rl~by Har t  P h i l l i p s ,  a r e p o r t e r  i n  Cuba a t  t h e  

t i m e ,  w r i t e s ,  'I . . . e v e r y  branch of government, i n c l u d i n g  

t h e  p o l i c e  and t h e  s e c r e t  s e r v i c e  d i v i s i o n s ,  were  honey- 

combed w i t h  AEC rneinber~. '~34 The o r g a n i z a t i o n  seem t o  

have been s u p p o r t e d  by some s t u d e n t s  and p r o f e s s o r s  and 

a l s o  by s o m  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  Tfic group,  however, was 



never  ... s u c c e s s f u l l y  t r ans formed  i n t o  a  c o h e s i v s  p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i z a t  ion.'!S5 . 

An o f f s h o o t  of t h e  ARC, t h e  Organ izac ion  R a d i c a l  Revolu- 

c i o n a r i a  Cuhana shou ld  a l s o  be mentioned. This group was 

more r u r a l  t h a n  urban,  seeki.ng t o  arm t h e  peop le  on t h e  

grounds thaE t e r r o r i s m  a l o n e  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  and cou ld  

o n l y  s e r v e  a s  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  t o  armed u p r i s i n g s . 3 6  Unfor- 

t u n a t e l y  f u l l e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e .  The w r i t e r  

has been unab le  t o  f i n d  any  e m p i r i c a l  d a t a  on p e a s a n t  

n a t i o n a l i s m  a t  t h a t  p e r i o d  b u t  a l a t e r  s t u d y  done by Loxry 

Nelson i n  1945-1946 n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  i n s t a b i l i t y  of t h e  one- 

c r o p  economy, which was h e a v i l y  dependent upon a n  e x p o r t  

, , 
<' 

market ,  had,  If . . . l e d  t o  demands of t h e  p e a s a n t s  f o r  

a g r a r i a n  reform,  f o r  d r i v i n g  o u t  t h e  f o r e i g n e r ,  f o r  d i s -  

t r i b u t i n g  t h e  l a n d  among s m a l l  h o l d e r s  and f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  

p o l i c y  o f  p a r t i a l  food autarchy.1137 

I n  a d d i . t i o n ,  Nelson n o t e s  t h a t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  cor rup-  

t i o n  a t t e n d e d  t h e  " ... r a p i d  expans ion  of t h e  s u g a r  

p l a n t a t i o n s ,  when money flowed f r e e l y  and t h e  acc ,uis i t i .on 

of l a n d  and t h e  q u i e t i n g  o f  d o u b t f u l  t i t l e s  were m a t t e r s  

o f  g r e a t  urgency on t h e  p a r t  of l and  E u y e r ~ . ~ ~ 3 8  A s  i s  



i n e v i t a b l e  i n  a  p r o c e s s  . : t h i s ,  t h e  p s a s a n t s ,  den ied  a c c e s s  

t o  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  c ' . g a l  a i d ,  emerged t h e  l o s e r s .  While  

we a r e  unable  t o  prove t!:, :: t h i s  was d i r e c t l y  r e f l e c t e d  i n  

p e a s a n t  ideo logy ,  i t  seems a  f a i r  s u p p o s i t i o n .  

The S tuden t  D i r e c t o r a t e  was t h e  o t h e r  major p o l i t i c a l  

f o r c e .  Formed i n  1927, t h e  s t u d e n t s  engaged i n  f r e k u e n t  

c l a s h e s  w i t h  t h e  regime c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  1930 w i t h  t h e  c l o s i n g  

o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  Teresa Casuso, a member o f  t h e ' g e n e r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  t h i r t i e s 1  and l a t e r  Ambassador P l e n i p o t e n t i a r y  f o r  

C a s t r o ,  b e f o r e  d e f e c t i n g ,  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  a g i t a t i o n l s  end a s ,  

" ... t o  c l e a n  up t h e  government and f r e e  C ~ b a  from i t s  

c o l o n i a l  ~ t a t u s . ' ~ 3 9  Among t h e  s t u d e n t ' s  demands were  

. . . e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  P l a t t  Amendment, r e v i s i n g  t h e  Commcr- 

c i a 1  T r e a t y  w i t h  t h e  United S t a t e s  .,. n a t i o n a l i z i n g  c e r t a i n  

s o u r c e s  o f  product ion."40 The s t u d e n t s  s p l i t  i n t o  two 

groups ,  Conimunists and non- Communists .41 I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a n s  such a s  Menocal t r i e d  t o  o r g a n i z e  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  regime, Many, l i k e  Cenocal  p r e f e r r e d  

t o  do s o  f rom t h e  s a f e t y  of Miami.42 SOITL~ of t h e s e  t r a -  

d i t i o n a l  f i g u r e s  l e d  a  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  Machado i n  1931 b u t  

t h i s . w a s  s u p r e s s e d  by t h e  a rny .43  



Year - 
19 03 

1904  

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

TABLF, I 

NATIONAL AWD PER CAPITA INCOME IN CUBA - - 
1903-1954- 

Na t iona 1 
Income* -.- 

193 

222 

2 6 4  

2 49 

2 50 

238 

300 

347 

29 5 

397 

3 79 

400  

519 

6 4 4  

678 

734  

862 

1 ,191  

585 

656 

7 6 1  

Per  C a p i t a  Income** 

Rea 1 - 
17 6 

19  8 

228 

2 0 4  

188  

1 8 1  

206 

222 

199 

244  

223 

234  

2 89 

2 83 

2 1 0  

19  8 

2 14 

2 57 

195  

2 14 

232 

(contiuusd next page) 



Year - 
1924 

1925 

1926 

NATIONAL AND PER CAPITA INCONE I N  CLEA 
-----.- 

1903-1954 - 
Per  Capita Income ** - 

National  
Income * -- 

783 

708 

604 

64 8 

584 

571 

517 

392 

2 83 

294 

364 

43 5 

510 

6 14 

468 

488 

43 1 

678 

7 10 

933 

1,212 

1,245 

Monetary - 
234 

206 

172 

179 

158 

151 

134 

100 

7 0 

7 1 

86 

102 

118 

139 

Rea 1 -- 
239 

199 

172 

188 

, 164 

159 

155 

136 

108 . 

109 

11 6 

128 

145 

161 

(cont inued next page) 



Year - 
1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

19 50 

19 51 

19 52 

1953 

19 54 

NATIONAL AND PER CAPITA INCOME I N  CUBA 
-- 

1903-1954 

N a t i o n a l  
~ n c  om# 

Per C a p i t a  Income 'W 

Mone t n r  y Rea l  Index >kh">k - 

* M i l l i o n s  o f  pesos  
** Pesos  
*ik* 1926 e q u a l s  100 

Source:  

F i g u r e s  f o r  1903-1945 i n c l u s i v e ,  a r e  e c t i m a t e s  f rom J u l i a n  
A l i e n e s  y  Urosa,  OJ. c., p.52. No d a t a  on n a t i o n a l  income 
were ga t l i e red  i n  Cuba f o r  t h e s e  y e a r s ;  and A l i e n e s  e s t i m a t e d  
t h e  n a t i o n a l  income f i g u r e s  from a  combinat ion o f  o t h e r  d a t a  
a v a i l a b l e ,  e . g . ,  bank i n t e r e s t ,  bank d e p o s i t s ,  p u b l i c  r e v e n u e s ,  
e x p o r t s .  F i g u r e s  f o r  1946-1954 a r e  from IIC, p.184.  "Real 
p e r  c a p i t a  incornd" was c a l c u l a t e d  by d e f l a t i n g  monetary p e r  
c a p i t a  income by means of  t h e  Old United S t a t e s  w h o l e s a l e  
p r i c e  i n d e x  (1926 e q u a l s  l o o ) ,  f o r  t h e  y e a r s  1903-1951, s i n c e  
t h e r e  e x i s t e d  no Cuban index .  T h i s  method was used by  bo th  s o u r c e s .  
The Havana w h o l e s a l e  p r i c e  i n d e x  (August  1952 e q u a l s  100) was used 
t h e r e a f t e r .  The Index  of p e r  c a p i t a  income i n  t h e  l a s t  coluinn was 
computed by t h e  a u t h o r .  

z e i t l i n  t h e s i s .  



SELECTED ITEMS IN THE CUEAN PATAVCF, Of: PAilMENTS 
19 19-1949- 

(Mil l ion d o l l a r s )  

SERVICE 
ITEMS RETRY ON RETUIGU ON 

EXCEPT FOR PORTFOLIO DIRECT 
MERCHANDISE TABLF - RETURN ON 

CAPITAL 
mTJE ST- CURRE3 T 

MENTS ACCOUX? 

(contj.nued next  page) 



YEAR 

SELECTED ITEbiS a' THE CURAE BALU:CE OF PA\?IF,NTS - 
1919 -1949 

( M i l l i o n  Do11ars) 

AUTONOMOUS CAPITAL ITEMS 

NET NEW 
I W E S  T - 
BENTa 

SIKKIIJG FUKDS 
At;D OTHER TOTAL 

AUTOKOMOUS AUTOii. Oi4OUS 
CAPITAL CAPITAL 

ITEMS MOVEMEKT 
(net) '  ( n e t )  

a For t h e  y e a r s  1931-39, t h e  movements a r e  u n c e r t a i n .  It i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  
d i s i n v e s  inlent: r a t h e r  than  new i n v e s  trnent took p l a c e .  
Inc ludes  s u b s c r i p t i o n s  t o  I.M.F. and 1.2.R.D. 

(cont inued a e x t  page)  



TABLE 11 

SELECTED ITEMS IN THE CUBAN BAvlNCE OF PAYMENTS ---- - 
1919 -1949 - . - . - . . . 

( M i l l i o n  D o l l a r s )  

INTEWATIONAL RESERVE MOVEPIENTS - 

NET MOVEMENT NET CHkVGE TOTAL 
OF DOLIAR I N  ?3ANK1S RESERVE 

NET GOID CURRENCY FOREIGN MOVEKEN TS 
YEAR MOVEMENT AND COIN BALmCES ( n e t )  U S  IDVAL 

(-1 Represen t s  c u r r e n t  account  r e c e i p t s ;  d e c r e a s e s  i n  f o r e i g n  exchange 1~ol.dings 
o r  c l a i m s ;  e x p o r t s  o f  go ld .  

(-1 Represen t s  c u r r e n t  account  p aynents  ; i n c r e a s e s  i n  f o z e i g n  exchange ho ld ings  
o r  c l a i m s ;  impor t s  o f  gold:. 

Source: 1919-45, Wal l i ch ,  o p . c i t . ,  pp ,  330-32. 1945-49, T.nternc?ti.onal Moneiary - - 
Fund, Balance o f  Payn1cnts Yexboolc and E g e r ~ a t i  011zi1 - F i n r - ~ ~  i n 1  S t?Gs&cs 
~ e ~ r  i n m o m  I. B. R. D. Repor t ,  p .  729. 
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TABLE IV 

CURAN EXPORTS, IMPORTS and NATION& INCOME. 
1903 - 1949 

- - - - -- 
CUBAN NATIONAL INCOME 



a .  THE LTITED STATES AND WCHADO 

Harry F. Guggenheim, United S t a t e s  Ambassador i n  Cuba, 

f o r  t h e  period 1929 -1933, denied Zn h i s  subseq~i.ent book, 

The United S t a t e s  and Cuba, t h a t  the  United S t a t e s  had 

g iven  any p a r t i c u l a r  support  t o  t he  Machado regime. 44 

Beals and R. F. Smith, however, p re sen t  overwhelming e v i -  

dence t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  charge t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  

d id  g i v e  p o s i t i v e  support  t o  Machado. In any event,  what 

i s  r e l e v e n t  t o  our argument he re  i s  t h a t  t he  United S t a t e s  

was i d e n t i f i e d  with Machado. 

Ambassador Guggenheim himself p o i n t s  ou t  i n  t h e  book 

t h a t  both s i d e s  i d e n t i f i e d  the  United S t a t e s  with Machado. 

A member of  t he  Committee of Cu l tu ra l  Rela t ions  of La t in  

America wrote  t he  New York Times i n  1931, 

"1 .e  American Embassy i n  Havana, of course,  r ece ives  
a c r o s s - f i r e  of propaganda from both s i d e s .  The 
government propaganda would make i t  appear t h a t  t he  
Machado admin i s t r a t i on  i s  f i rmly  bu t t r e s sed  by the  
suypor t of t he  American Ambassador, which means the  
United S t a t e s ,  with the  consequent impl ica t ion  t h a t  
i t s  p o s i t i o n  i s  unshalceable. The oppos i t ion ,  which 
i s  appa ren t ly  too uncoordinated t o  t h rea t en  e f  f ec  - 
t i v e l y  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  of t h e  Machado government, must 
f i nd  a scapegoat somewhere and j u s t i f y  t o  i t s e l f  and 
i t s  fol lowing i t s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  d i s lodge  Nachado. 
The Ambassador serves  a s  a  convenient  scapegoat and 
and the  a t tempt  t o  make him such g ives  p lay  t o  t he  
deep -seated sent iment  i n  Cuba, h o s t i l e  t o  American 
i n • ’  luenc e .  "45 



b .  1933 - 1934 M'ZDIATION, FSVO'I,UTION, REACTION 

By 1933 the  Machado regime was t o t t e r i n g ,  A s s i s t a n t  

Sec re t a ry  of S t a t e  Sumner Welles was appointed Ambassador 

Ext raord inary  and P len ipo ten t i a ry  t o  t he  Republic of  Cuba 

t o  t r y  and mediate a  s e t t l emen t .  

Welles contacted the  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c i a n s  of t he  

Union Nac i o n a l i s  t a ,  t h e  AEC, t he  OCRR, t he  Conservative 

oppos i t i on  and the  L i b e r a l  oppos i t ion .  Most were p r e -  

pared t o  accept  h i s  proposed mediation.46 

Even a s  Welles t r i e d  t o  a r range  a p o l i t i c a l  d e a l ,  

however, events  were moving too f a s t  f o r  him. In e a r l y  

1933 t h e  f i r s t  of a s e r i e s  of sugar m i l l s ,  t h e  Mazabal 

Cent ra l ,  was taken over by the  workers,  

On J u l y  25, t he  Havana bus d r i v e r s  s t r u c k  i n  opposi- 

t i o n  t o  increased c i t y  t axes .  Ey August 5 ,  under t he  CNOC 

l eadersh ip ,  the  s t r i k e  had become gene ra l  and was d i r e c t e d  

a g a i n s t  t he  Macliado regime. Welles had n o t  thought t o  

i n v i t e  t he  Comunis  t s  t o  h i s  mediation. 



On August 8, however, t he  CNOC ordered the  workers 

back. Machado had of fered  t o  recognise  t he  l e g a l i t y  of 

the.  CNOC, r e l e a s e  imprisoned workers, and g r a n t  o the r  

reforms. The workers, however, remained on s t r i k e ,  back- 

ed by the  T r o t s k y i s t  inf luenced Federacion 0brera  de  la  

Habana. The s t r i k e  only terminated with Machado's de-  

p a r t u r e  on August 12. The Communists l o s t  scme suppor t  

as a r e s u l t  of t h e i r  back t o  work ca11.47 

On August 11, Machado's major support ,  t he  15,000 

s t rong  army, crumbled. On the  n i g h t  of August 11, ranking 

army o f f i c e r s  demanded h i s  depar ture .  

Carlos  Manuel de  Cespede.~ was named Pres ident ,  and 

appointed an ABC dominated cab ine t .  Cespedes was, 

" . , . accep tab le  t o  t he  o f f i c e r s ,  t he  uppcr c l a s s  and most 

of the  p o l i t i c i a n s ,  b u t  t h e  masses, the  s tuden t s ,  the  

aca rch i s  t s ,  the  comn~unis t s  thought d i f f e r e n t l y  . "48 

Welles, who had arranged Cespedes' access ion  with the  o f -  . 

f i c e r s ,  found t h a t  he  had l o s t  contsol .49 

On September 4, a s e r g e a n t s '  r e v o l t  led by 'r'ulgencio 



Bat i s  ta, a n  ABC member,50 ousted the  comnissioned o f f i c e r s ,  

overthrew t h e  Cespedes' government and, i n  coopera t ion  with 

the s tuden t  d i r e c t o r a t e ,  s e t  up the  Pentarchy, which s u r -  

vived f o r  f i v e  days. It was replaced on September 10 by 

a prov i s iona l  government headed by Grau san  Nar t in .  

Professor  Z e i t l i n  w r i t e s ,  "The r e v o l u t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  

n o t  on ly  a g a i n s t  Nachado, bu t  a l s o  a g a i n s t  United S t a t e s  ' 
p o l i t i c a l  and economic domination. "51 Dana Gardner Munro 

commented, "The p r i n c i p l e  r evo lu t iona ry  groups n o t  only 

sought t o  des t roy  the  e v i l s  of t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  

system, but  a l s o  to  do away with the  United S t a t e s 1  

economic imperialism. "52 Hubert Herring, i n  expla in ing  the  

f a i l u r e  of t he  Cespedes' regime, wrote, I f F i r s t , i t  was r e -  

garded a s  Amer ican-made ; i t  suf fered  from American- 

approval .  "5 3 

Reporter Ruby Hart P h i l l i p s  wrote d isapprovingly  i n  

her  d i a r y  on September 5,  

"The Palace group i s  t a l k i n g  loudly zbou t running 
Cuba without  American interference ' .  How s tup id .  
Cuba w i l l  always be under t h ~  in f luence  of  the  
United S t a t e s  . . . As I t r i t e  t h i s ,  a sergeant  
broadcas t<  lg over +he r a d i o  boas ts  of w h a t  t he  
Cuban army w i l l  do t o  t he  Amaricans i f  they da re  
t o  land. "54. 



T l ~ e  United S t a t e s '  F o r e i g n  P o l i c y  A s s o c i a t i o n  Commis- 

s i o n  on Cuban A•’ f a i r s  commented s ~ t c c i n c  t l y ,  

"In 18 95 t h e  peop le  o f  Cuba went t o  war t o  a c h i e v e  
n a t i o n a l  freedom from t h e  r u l e  o f  S p a i n .  I n  1933 
t h e y  embarked on a second r e v o l t ,  t o  a t t a i n  ccono- 
mic independence and s e c u r i t y  and t o  f r e e  them- 
s e l v e s  from p o l i t i c a l  misrule ."55 

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  a c t s  of t h e  Grau regime was t o  p r o -  

mulga te  a s t a t u t e  f o r  t h e  P r o v i s i o n a l  Government which 

l a i d  down t h e  g u i d i n g  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  t h e  new government. 

The f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e  was t h a t  t h e  government i ~ o u l d  main- 

t a i n  t h e  " a b s o l u t e  independence and n a t i o n a l  s o v e r e i g n t y "  

of Cuba.56 

United S t a t e s  warsh ips  were rushed t o  Cuban w a t e r s  

i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  any developments .  

The Grau regime cou ld  n o t  be d e s c r i b e d  as r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

s o c i a l i s t .  I t s  u n d e r l y i n g  p o l i c y  was n a t i o n a l i s t  and i t  s o u g h t  

t o  r e f o r m  and c o n t r o l  t h e  Cuban s t r u c t u r e  r a t h e r  t h a n  t o  

r e v o l u t i o n i z e  i t .  At  t h e  same t ime  as i t  was p a s s i n g  a 

d e c r e e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  e i g h t  hour day and f i x i n g  a minimum 

wage f o r  c a n e  c u t t e r s ,  t h e  regime was engaged i n  an a t t a c k  

on two f r o n t s .  



Zn August, sugar workers, gene ra l ly  under communist 

l eadersh ip ,  had i n i t i a t e d  the  s e i z u r e  of many sugar 

c e n t r a l e s .  The f i r s t  s e i z u r e  was i n  Punta Alegre i n  

Camaguey Erovince. By September, some t h i r t y - s i x   ills 

rep resen t ing  30% of t he  i s l a n d ' s  crop were i n  t h e  

workers '  hands.58 

Ann Walker descr ibed  the  process  a s  t h e  " . . . most 

n e a r l y  succes s fu l  movement anyvher e  i n  t he  Western Hemis - 
phere t o  e s t a b l i s h  a sov ie t i zed  r eg ime .99  The Foreign 

Po l i cy  Assoc ia t ion  Report ncted t h a t  Cuba was " . . . i n  

t h e  th roes  n o t  only of a  p o l i t i c a l  b u t  a l s o  of a s o c i a l  

r e v o l u t i o n  ... f o r  a time Cuba was threatened by a s e r i o u s  

communist movement. "60 

Grau r eac t ed  by sending t roops i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l e s  

t o  e v i c t  t he  ' a g i t a t o r s '  and t o  r e s t o r e  c o n t r o l  t o  the  

owners. Hundreds of labour  l eade r s  were a r r e s t e d  and 

on September 29 i n  Havana, t roops f i r e d  on a de~xons t ra -  

t i o n  honouring the  ashes of e x - c o m n i s t  l eade r ,  J u l i o  

Mella. 61 



On October 2, goverimmt t roops  ev ic t ed  the  fo rne r  

army o f f i c e r s  from a h ~ t e l  i n  which they had e s t ab l l shed  

themselves. 

While ~ r a u ' s  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t he  communists may i n  

p a r t  have r e s u l t e d  from a d e s i r e  t o  appease t h e  American 

i n t e r e s t s ,  i t  was probably a l s o  prompted by Conumnist 

oppos i t i on  t o  what they saw a s  a llBourgeoisie-Landlordll 

government. 63  The communists re fused  o f f e r s  of p a r t i c i -  

p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Grau c a b i n e t  and re fused  t o  a d v i s e  on 

s o c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n . 6 4  In any event,  d i v i s i o n  on the  

l e f t  weakened the  reform movement. s h o r t  of support  

from t h e  communists, and cont inuously opposed by the  

Americans and conse rva t ive  forces  i n  Cuba, the  Grau 

government was i n  a weak p o s i t i o n .  

The "F i f ty  Percent  Law", p r imar i ly  an  appea l  t o  

na t iona l i sm and a n  a t tempt  t o  undermine t h e  cor rum~~is t  

d r i v e ,  demanded t h a t  a l l  e n t e r p r i s e s  employ a t  l e a s t  

50% Cuban workers.  It had the  e f f e c t  of ensur ing  t h e  

oppos t i o n  of  t he  600,000 Spaniards i n  Cuba. 65 

Other l e g i s l a t i o n  was nore  r a d i c a l .  Payments on 



t h e  . con t rove r s i a l  Chase b a n  were suspended ; the  Delic  i a s  

and Chaparra sugar m i l l s ,  t he  $10,000,000 proper ty  of t h e  

Cuban-Americm Sugar Company were se ized  fol lowing cont inued 

labour t roub le s  ; t he  Cuban E l e c t r i c  Company f i r s t  had i t s  

r a t e s  lowered and l a t e r ,  fol lowing labour d i spu te s ,  was 

intervened.66 A s e r i e s  of labour measures were passed 

inc luding  t h e  e s t a b l i s h a e n t  of a Min i s t ry  of Labour, t he  

es tab l i shment  of a minimum weekly wage and indemnified 

r e s t  per iod,  and p rov i s ion  f o r  an e i g h t  hour day. The 

r e f u s a l  of management t o  accept  many of t h e s e  measures 

r e s u l t e d  i n  f u r t h e r  s t r i k e s .  67 

Unable t o  e s t a b l i s h  what t o  many important  groups 

was t h e  u l t i m a t e  i n  leg i t imacy - American r ecogn i t i on ,  

and weakened by r ight-wing a t t a c k s  from t h e  ABC and the  

m i l i t a r y ,  and by le f t -wing  c r i t i c i s m s  from t h e  s tuden t  

d i r e c t o r a t e  and the  Communist Party,  t he  Grau govern- 

ment f e l l  on January 14, B a t i s t a ,  who now emerged a s  

t h e  most powcrful f i g u r e ,  demanded the  appointment of 

Mendieta a s  P re s iden t .  Mendieta's success  ion marked a  

r e t u r n  t o  t h e  o lde r  p o l i t i c i a n s  and p o l i c i e s  and a v i c -  

t o r y  f o r  t h e  conse rva t ive  fo rces .  His access ion  d id  



n o t  r e s t o r e  order  t o  Cuba but  i t  ensured t h a t  f u r t h e r  r e -  

form could n o t  take  p l ace .  Grau had combined reform with 

r ep re s s ion .  Mendieta, wi th  t he  t h e  he lp  of B a t i s t a ,  con- 

c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  l a t t e r .  

On the  5 t h  of March, 1934, s t r i k i n g  tobacco workers 

p ro t e s t ed .  When t roops  were s e n t  t o  p r o t e c t  s t r i k e  

breakers ,  t he  p r o t e s t  spread t o  o t h e r  s e c t o r s .  Dock 

workers, t ruck  and bus d r i v e r s ,  te lephone employees and 

o t h e r s  s t r u c k  i n  suppor t .  The s t r i k e ,  aga in  led by t h e  

Communist Par ty ,  was smashed. Many l eade r s  were sho t  

and unions d i s so lved .  The back of t h e  r a d i c a l  movement 

was e f f e c t i v e l y  broken. 68 

On February 12,  1935, a walkout of teachers  and s t u d e a t s  

c losed  down every school  i n  Cuba. They demanded c e s s a t i o n  

of m i l i t a r y  r u l e  and t h e  f r e e i n g  of p o l i t i c a l  p r i sone r s .  

Tabour leaders ,  s t i l l  recover ing  from t h e  se t -backs  of 

1934, waited n e a r l y  a month be fo re  i s s u i n g  a s t r i k e  c a l l  

f o r  March 11. This s t r i k e  w2s a l s o  suppressed.  In t h e  

process  Antonio Gui te ras ,  r a d i c a l  Min i s t e r  of t he  I n t e r i o r  

i n  t h e  Grau government, and Ruben Martinez Vi l l ena ,  a 



l ead ing  Comnmnis t, were k i l l e d .  69 

Even fol lowing the  overthrow of t h e  Grau government, 

no u n i t y  emerged among t h e  r a d i c a l  fo rces .  The 'Autent i -  

cos ' ,  a s  t he  Grau group came t o  be c a l l e d ,  could n o t  

f o r g i v e  t h e  communists f o r  t h e i r  oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  Grau 

regime and t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  make a n  immediate response 

t o  t h e  s tudent - teacher  walkout i n  1935.70 The Communist 

Party,  i n  l i n e  wi th  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t a c t i c s  i n  t he  p e r i o d  . 
t r i e d  unsuccess fu l ly  t o  form a popular f r o n t .  This 

f a i l u r e  con t r ibu ted  t o  i t s  subsequent alignment wi th  

Ba t i s  ta. 

The r e p e a l  of t he  P l a t t  Amendment d id  1 i t t l . e  t o  i m -  

prove Cuban f e e l i n g s  towards the  United S t a t e s  s i n c e  many 

Cubans he ld  t h e  United Stakes r e spons ib l e  f o r  t he  r e p r e s -  

s i o n  of t h e  1933 r evo lu t ion .71  I n  1935, t h e  Foreign 

Pol icy  Assoc ia t ion  Report noted " ,.. t he  widespread 

b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  ( i . e .  Mendie ta /%t is ta )  govern- 

ment i s  c o n t r o l l e d  by American diplonacy.  "72 A b e l i e f  

n o t  without  substance.  F.A. Ki rkpat r ick  noted i n  1939 

t h a t  "Batis t a ,  l i k e  o the r  i n t e l l i g e n t  d i c t a t o r s ,  seeks 

t o  c o n c i l i a t e  bus iness  i n t e r e s t s  and t o  win fo re ign  

esteem by keeping order."73 



VI. 

THE UNITED STATES 

With B a t i s t a ' s  emergence a s  t he  man behind the  throne 

i n  Cuba, America moved qu ick ly  t o  e s t a b l i s h  'good r e l a t i o n s t .  

On August 24, 1934, a  new r e c i p r o c a l  t r a d e  agreement was 

s igned reducing t h e  r a t e  on Cuban r a w  sugar  from 1.5 c e n t s  

per  pound t o  .9 c e n t s  per  pound and g iv ing  o the r  t a r i f f  

b e n e f i t s  f o r  rum, tobacco and vegetab les .  In  r e t u r n ,  t h e  , . 

Cuban government lowered import d u t i e s  on many American 

goods and made concessions f a c i l i t a t i n g  American impor ts .1  

The United S t a t e s  a l s o  ac ted  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  i n t e r n a l  

con•’ l i c t  between the  groups i n t e r e s t e d  i n  promoting t h e  

expor t  t r a d e  wi th  Cuba and Cuban inves tment  on the  one s i d e  

and t h e  American b e e t  sugar  i n t e r e s t s  on t h e  o t h e r .  The 

Jones-Cost igan Act of March 1934 imposed a quota  on Cuban 

sugar  imports  . 2  

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  United S t a t e s  took c a r e  of t h e  Cuban 

government's f i n a n c i a l  problems by e s t a b l i s h i n g  the  

second export- import  bank which i n  March loaned Cuba 



$3,774,724 and i n  December $4,359,095. These funds were 

used by t h e  Cuban government LO buy s i l v e r  - which had 

t h e  e f f e c t  of s a t i s f y i n g  the  s i l v e r i t e s  i n  t he  Democratic 

Pa r ty  . 3  

Zn t h i s  way the  United S t a t e s  government kept  i t s  

l o c a l  backers s a t i s f i e d  and r e s to red  i t s  c o n t r o l  over 

Cuba, a contqol  which would l a s t  u n t i l  1959 and which 

would pe rpe tua t e  Cuban underdevelopment. 

The irmnediate r e s u l t s  were h igh ly  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

. American expor ts  r o s e  form $22,700,000 i n  1933 to  an 

average of $l4i',lOO,OOO f o r  the  period 1941-1945.4 I n  

1938 and 1940 the  Cuban government made arrangements t o  

meet i t s  o b l i g a t i o n s  under t he  ~ u b 1 i c ' ~ o r k s '  loans con- 

t r a c t e d  by Machado and which had been de fau l t ed  under 

t h e  Grau regime.5 This deb t  r e p a y m n t  was prompted 

by American p re s su re  on sugar t a r i f f s  and by th rea t en -  

ing  r e f u s a l  of a new loan f o r  Cuba. 6 

One po in t ,  however, should be noted: t he  s c a l e  of 

United S t a t e s  ' involvement i n  Cuba was d e c l i n i n g  a s  a 

consequence both of the  genera l  d e c l i n e  i n  world t r a 3 e  



caused by t h e  depress ion  and of t he  growth of a l t e r n a t i v e  

sources  of sugar .  Consequently, some d l v e r s i f  i c a t i o n  of 

a g r i c u l t u r e  seems t o  have taken p l ace ;  the  count ry  became 

s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t  i n  a number of f o o d s t u f f s  formerly import- 

ed and t h e  r a t i o  of food imports t o  t o t a l  imports dropped 

from a n  average  of 37.8% i n  1924-1929 t o  26.7% i n  1935- 

1939. Annual sugar  product ion f e l l  from an  average of 

4,803,600 tons  i n  1926-1930 t o  a n  average  of 2,819,400 

tons  i n  1936-1941.7 United S t a t e s  investment i n  Cuban 

a g r i c u l t u r e  dec l ined  from $575,000,000 i n  1929 t o  

$263,000,000 i n  1950.8 

The development of t h e  non -sugar agr i cu  1 t u r e  sec  t o r  

appears  t o  o f f e r  some s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  of one of A. G. Frank 's  

hypotheses., t h a t  i s ,  t h a t  l lrhe s a t e l l i t e s  experience t h e i r  

g r e a t e s t  economic d e v e l o p e n t  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  most 

c l a s s i c a l l y  c a p i t a l i s t  i n d u s t r i a l  development i f  and when 

t h e i r  t i e s  t o  t he  metropol is  a r e  weakest. "9 Frank mcntions 

t h e  depressior :  of t he  t h i r t j - e s  a s  one such per iod .  In  

Cuba we f i n d ,  as mentioned e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  four  hundred 

s m a l l  s c a l e  i n d u s t r i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  developed i n  t h e  Late - - 
- i  

twenties ,  though Cuba's c l o s e  i n t e g r a t i o n  wi th  the  United .. , 



S t a t e s  makes i t  a poor t e s t  f o r  t he  hypothes is .  Cuba's 

s i z e ,  combined with t h i s  high degree of i n t e g r a t i o n ,  

gave i t  l i t t l e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  independent development. 

United S t a t e s '  p e n e t r a t i o n  was higher  then i n  most La t in  

American c o u n t r i e s ;  i n  f a c t ,  i n  1929, i n  s p i t e  of Cuba's 

s i z e ,  the  l e v e l  of United S t a t e s '  investment was h igher  

than  anywhere e l s e  i n  La t in  Amefica.10 The Cuban 

economy could f a i r l y  be descr ibed a s  an  'appendage' of 

t h e  United S t a t e s  economy. Cuban d e a l e r s  were accustomed 

t o  order ing  by phone d i r e c t  from the  United S t a t e s . 1 1  

Chi le  and Braz i l ,  t h e  ca ses  Frank s tudied  i n  d e t a i l ,  

c l e a r l y  had g r e a t e r  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  independent growth; - 
never the less ,  Cuba does provide some evidence t o  support  j PJ -- .-- 2, 
 rank's hypothes is .  -2 ";: . - 
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found these  new i n d u s t r i e s  f ac ing  d i f f i c u l t i e s  and produced 

demands f o r  a t a r i f f  p ro t ec t ion ,  some of which were met.12 

On the  o the r  hand, t h e  increased demand f o r  Cuba1 suga.r 

caused by klorl.d War I1 weakened the  movement which had taken 

-2 p l a c e  i n  favour of a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n .  Imports ., rEd 
2. 

... of milk, meat, b u t t e r ,  cheese and eggs a l l  ro se .  Coffee, isr 

*-I *i 
r - " - 8 -  

which had r e a s s e r t e d  i t s  p o s i t i o n  as a n  expor t  i tem (from 4 
.- 

import ing an average of 23,000,000 pounds i n  t h e  twenties ,  24p. ,. 
C -.. ( -  / 

Cuba had exported an  average of 8,000,000 pounds i n  t he  -, _--a - A-+ ./ 

t h i r t i e s )  was aga in  imported. I n  c o n t r a s t ,  p o t a t o  and r i c e  

product ion expanded. Xn t he  e a r l y  f i f t i e s  ou tput  i n  t he  xrc-t 

non.-livestock a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  g rev  s n t i s f a c t o r i l y .  

However, i n  1955, food imports s t a r t e d  t o  r i s e  age in  and 

cont inued t o  do so  u n t i l  t h e  r evo lu t ion .13  

The f i f t i e s  were a l s o  marked by a r i s e  i n  United 

S t a t e s '  investment from $657,000,000 i n  1950 t o  

$1,001,000 000 iy79!i9.  1) To s t a t e  t h a t  i s  no t  t o  prove 
7' 2 ., 

cause, bu t  t h e  jux tapos i t i on  would appear worthy of 

f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  t he  l i g h t  of A, G. r rank's 

a n a l y s i s .  



7 ,--/ / 
,' A t  ona p o i n t  t h e  e v i d e n c e  a p p e z r s ,  a t  f i r s t  g l a n c e ,  con- 

/ 
x.3 

< t r a r y  t o  F r a n k ' s  a n a l y s i s .  He s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  
- 

,T"-' 
m e t r o p o l i t a n  t i e s  w i l l  r a i s e  t h e  growth r a t e  of  t h e  econsny.  15  

In f a c t ,  i n  Cuba, s o  c r u c i a l  were  s c g a r  e x p o r t s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n -  

a l  income t h a t  t h e i r  d e c l i n e  was r e a d i l y  a p p a r e n t  i n  a r e -  -. . 
duced G.N.P. However, Frank h imse l f  n o t e s  t h a t  i n  c a s e s  o f  / 

I 

"super  s a t e l l i t e  development1' t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  d e c l i n e  i n  de- 1 

mand may n o t  be a l t e r n a t i v e  growth b u t  s t a g n a t i o n . l . 6  

b .  FROM REPRESSION TO REFOFN 

Backed by t h e  s e r g e a n t s  he  had promoted i n  1933,  B a t i s t a  

r e t a i n e d  t h e  s u p p o r t  of t h e  army and took  s t e p s  t o  broaden 

t h i s  base  o f  s u p p o r t .  I n  1936 he launched a program of 

schoo l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  o f  Cuba u s i n g  t h e  arl,ly 

a s  b o t h  b u i l d e r s  and t e a c h e r s . 1 7  I n  1937 he b rough t  forward 

a  t h r e e  y e a r  p l a n  d e s i g n e d  t o  p u l l  Cuba o u t  o f  t h e  depres -  

s i o n  and g e n e r a t e  economic growth.  The p l a n s  f i t t e d  w e l l  

w i t h  B a t i s t a ' s  corporatist ph i losophy ,  which he e x p l a i n e d  i n  

J u l y  1936 when he  s t a t e d ,  

"I b e l i e v e  t h a t  Cuba shou ld  have a  r enovd ted  democracy 
undcr  which t-here shou ld  be d i s c i p l i n e  of t h e  masses 
and of  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s o  t h a t  xe can  e s t a b l i s h  a  p r o -  
g r e s s i v e  s t a t e  under  which t h e  illasses c a n  be t a u g h t  
the new i d e a  of democracy and l e a r n  t o  d i s c i p l i n e  t h e w  
s e l v e s  - we want  t o  t e a c h  t h e  masscs t h a t  c a p i t a l  a n d  
l a b o u r  b o t h  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  and shou ld  c o o p e r a t e .  We 
want t o  d r i v e  o u t  Ucopian ideas.1118 



The t h r c e  y e a r  p l a n  e n v i s a g e d  a  g o v e r n m e n t - d i r e c t e d  economy 

i n c l u d i n g  c o u t r o l s  of t h e  s u g a r ,  t o b a c c o  and mining i n d u s t r i e s .  

p r o j e c t s  f o r  r e f o r e s t a t i o n  and w a t e r  development ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

of  some l a n d  t o  t h e  p o o r ,  and government m e d i a t i o n  i n  d i s p u t e s  

between l a b o u r  and c a p i t a l .  19 The p l a n  was ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

P r o f e s s o r  W i l l i a m s ,  " d e f e a t e d  by t h e  d e p r e s s e d  economic cond i -  

t i o n s  i t  was supposed t o  c o u n t e r a c t . " 2 0  

I n  1939 t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C o n s t i t u e n t  Assembly. summoned 

by B a t i s t a .  met t o  d r a f t  a  new c o n s t i t u t i o n .  E a t i s t a  was 

prompted t o  summon t h i s  c o n v e n t i o n  by t h e  obv ious  c o n t i n u e d  

c r i s i s  of  t h e  Cuban economy and p r o b a b l y  by a f u ~ t h e r  d e s i r e  

t o  l e g i t i m i z e  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e r e  was o f  c o u r s e  

g r a s s  r o o t s  s u p p o r t f o r  such  re fo rms  a s  might  emerge f rom t h e  

c o n v e n t i o n .  Demonstra t ions  had r e t a i n e d  t h e  an t i -Amer ican i sm 

of  e a r l i e r  decades  and d e m o n s t r a t o r s  gave v o c a l  s u p p o r t  t o  

Mexico 's  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of  i t s  o i l  r e s o u r c e s ,  w h i l e  c a l l i n g  

f o r  t h e  " t o t a l  economic l i b e r t y "  o f  Cuba f rom American con- 

t r o l .  21  

B a t i s t a  was n o t  t h e  f i r s t  p o l i t i c i a n  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  

u t i l i t y  o f  h a v i n g  r a d i c a l  documents a s  a  means o f  a p p e a s i n g  

r a d i c a l  dernands. The c o n s t i t u t i o n  h u r t  no v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t s  



s i n c e  it r e m i n e d  a s ,  a t  b e s t ,  a  g o a l  t o  be worked f o r  a n d ,  

i f  n o t  , a mere p i o u s  s t a t e m e n t  o f  i n t e n t .  It prov ided  a n  

a d m i r a b l e  backdrop t o  E a t i s t a ' s  cand idacy  f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y  

i n  1940,  u n d e r c u t t i n g  s a n  M a r t i n ' s  A u t e n t i c o s  who s t i l l  h a d  

t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  which t h e y  had ach ieved  a s  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

1933 r e f o r m  movement. 
\ 

P r o f e s s o r  W i l l i a m s '  major  h y p o t h e s i s  i n  h i s  book, - The 

Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  Cuba and C a s t r o ,  i s  t h a t  C a s t r o ' s  commi tmnt  

t o  t h e  Cuban C o n s t i t u t i o n  of 1940 n e c e s s i t a t e d  a r e v o l u t i o n  

s i n c e  " the  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of  1940 cou ld  n o t  be p u t ' i n t o  opera -  

t i o n  s a v e  t h r o u g h  a  profound s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n " . 2 2  I n s o f a r  

a s  t h i s  i s  a  s t r u c t u r a l  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  changes  

r e q u i r e d  t o  implement t h e  a r t i c l e s  of  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h i s  

w r i t e r  i s  'in complete  agreement  w i t h  W i l l i a m s .  

The c o n s t i t u t i o n  a l l o c a t e s  t o  the  s t a t e  t h e  major  r o l e  

i n  economic and s o c i a l  d e v e l o p n e n t ,  making p r i v a t e  i n t e r e s t s  

c l e a r l y  s u b s i d i a r y  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  good. It i s  a s t r o n g l y  

n a t i o n a l i s t i c  document demanding t h a t  no p a c t s  o r  t r e a t i e s  

be concluded " ... t h a t  i n  any  form l i m i t  o r  menace n a t i o n a l  

s o v e r e i g n t y  o r  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  t e r r i t o r y  "23 ( A r t i c l e  3 ) .  

A r t i c l e  90 s t a t e s  i n  p a r t ,  " the  law s h a l l  r e s t r i c t i v e l y  



l i m i t  a c q u i s i t i o n  and p o s s e s s i o n  of l a n d  by f o r e i g n  p e r s o c s  

and companies and s h a l l  adop t  measures t e n d i n g  t o  r e v e r t  

the. l and  t o  Cuban ownership."24 A r t i c l e  90 a l s o  empowers 

t h e  s t a t e  t o  l i m i t  t h e  s i z e  of p r o p e r t y  h o l d i n g s  f o r  i n -  

d i v i d u a l s  and c o r p o r a t i o n s .  A r t i c l e  271 empowers t h e  s t a t e  

t o  " ... d i r e c t  t h e  course  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  economy f o r  t h e  

b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  peop le  i n  o r d e r  t o  a s s u r e  a  p r o p e r  e x i s t e n c e  

f o r  e a c h  i n d i v i d u a l  .1125 

The c o n s t i t u t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  minimum wages, a  f o r t y -  

f o u r  hour week, and s o c i a l  i n s u r a n c e  b e n e f i t s .  

Bus iness  Week of October  12  1940 prov idcd  a n  admir-  - 
a b l e  s u m w r y  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

"Sudden and d r a s t i c  enforcement  of t h e  new r e g u l a t i o n s  
i s  n o t  a n t i c i p a t e d .  Cuba i s  t o o  c l o s e l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  
Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  b o t h  e c o ~ l o m i c a l l y  and p o l i t i c a l l y . " 2 6  

This w r i t e r  does  n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  Williams when t h e  l a t t e i -  

goes on t o  a r g u e  t h a t  C a s t r o ' s  conmitment t o  t h e  1940 c o n s t i -  

t u t i o n  p rov ided  a major  s p u r  t o  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  moves i n  

1959. The HRAF Repor t  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  l l c r i t i c s  of t h e  c e n t r a l  

government tended t o  r e g a r d  t h e  1940 c o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  a g o a l  

s t i l l  t o  be reached  and t o  judge governments h a r s h l y  i n  term? 

of t h e i r  p r o g r e s s  i n  i ~ p l e r n e n t i n g  it d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  i t  was 



i n  e f f e c t  ."27 

Undoubtedly C a s t r o  was i n f l u e n c e d  by tlie p e r s p e c t i v e  ad- 

vanced by t h e  1940 c o n s t i t u t i o n  and found i n  h i s  i n t e r p r e t a -  

t i o n  of  i t  a n  added l e g i t i m a c y  f o r  t h e  movement he was l e a d i n g  

By pu1,lic l y  upho ld ing  t h e  1940 c o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  a  model f o r  

t h e  new Cuba he was a b l e  t o  c l a i m  t h a t  he was i n  f a c t  t h e  

r i g h f u l  d e f e n d e r  o f  Cuba' s i n t e g r i t y  and t r a d i t i o n s .  Tn i s  

i n  i t s e l f  does  n o t  make t h e  1940 c o n s t i t u t i o n  a  major  r e v o l u -  

t i o n a r y  prec  i p i t a n t .  

It seems f a r  more p r o b a b l e  t h a t  C a s t r o ' s  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

p e r s p e c t i v e  emerged from t h e  same s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  had 

produced t h e  r a d i c a l  1940 c o n s t i t u t i o n  and t h a t  t h e  d e t e r -  

m i n a t i o n  of  h i m s e l f  and t h e  g u e r i l l a  l e a d e r s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  changes  i n  Cuba was c o n s o l i d a t e d  by t h e  e x p e r -  

i e n c e s  of  t h e  M26 movement between 1953 and 1959.28 American 

r e a c t i o n  t o  C a s t r o ' s  i n i t i a l  r e f o r m s  i n  1959 f u r t h e r  r, 3 i -  

c a l i z e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n 2 9  and t h e  p r e s e n c e  of  2 l a r g e  co- 

h e s i v e  p o l i t i c a l l y  c o n s c i o u s  work ing  c l a s s  f a c i l i t a t e d  and 

encouraged t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  s o c i a l i s m . 3 0  



A f t e r  t h e  adopt ion  by t h e  Co mintern of a  popular  f r o n t  X \ .  
p o l i c y  i n  1934, t he  Cuban Communists acknowledged t h e i r  p re -  

v ious  'mis takes '  . 
"The b a s i c  e r r o r  of t he  p a r t y  cons i s t ed  i n  mechanical ly  

s e t t i n g  t he  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  a g a i n s t  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e ,  t he  
aims of t he  bourgeois  democrat ic ,  a g r a r i a n  and a n t i -  
i m p e r i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Cuba ... This ... p o s i t i o n  ... o b j e c t i v e l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  coming t o  power of t he  
p r e s e n t  r e a c t i o n a r y  government."31 

Having r e j e c t e d  a  p o s i t i o n  of extreme f ac t fona l i sm,  t hey  were 

t o  adopt  w i t h i n  f i v e  yea r s  a  p o s i t i o n  of e 5 u a l l y  extreme 

c l a s s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  

I n  1937, t h e  Cuban Cornunis ts  hcid a t  l e a s t  a  working 

arrangement w i t h  E a t i s t a ' s  ' r e a c t i o n a r y  government' and were 

al lowed t o  organize  a  f r o n t  p a r t y ,  t he  P a r t i d o  Union Revo- 

l uc iona r i a .32  I n  1938, they  s t a r t e d  p u b l i c a t i o n  of a  d a i l y  

newspaper, Hoy. Since  they  now openly supported R a t i s t a ,  

wh i l e  urg ing  him t o  'lyet more democrat ic  pos i t i ons t f33 ,  i t  

was not  t o  be expected t h a t  t he  paper would be c lo sed .  

F i n a l l y  on September 2 1938, f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time i n  i t s  

h i s t o r y ,  t h e  Cuban Communist P a r t y  was l e g a l i z e d .  This 



l e g a l i z a t i o n  fo l lowed  a  v i s i t  by B l a s  Roca and J o a q u i n  

Ordoqui  t o  B a t i s t a ' s  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  It was s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

tk. q u i d  p r o  quo f o r  l e g a l i z a t i o n  may have been c o n t i n u e d  

s u p p o r t  f o r  B a t i s t a  and s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  summoning o f  a 

C o n s t i t u e n t  Assembly. 34 

I n  1940 t h e  Communists s u p p o r t e d  B a t i s t a ' s  s u c c e s s f u l  

cand idacy  f o r  t h e  P r e s i d e n c y .  By 1941,  w i t h  t h e  e n t r y  o f  

t h e  U.S.S.R. i n t o  t h e  war, t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  t o o ,  was a 

r e c i p i e n t  o f  Communist p r a i s e .  I n  1943,  B l a s  Roca, Sec re -  

t a r y  Genera1,wrote  i n  t h e  p a r t y  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  Fundanizntos 

d e l  S o c i a l i s m a  e n  Cuba, - 
"The Cuban p e o p l e  need and d e s i r e  c l o s e  and c o r d i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  because  t h e y  w i l l  
d e r i v e  inumerable  advan tages  f rom t h e s e .  They 
must c o n t i n u e  a f t e r  t h e  end of  t h e  war a l s o  because  
t h e y  a r e  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  t o  t h e  f a v o u r a b l e  deve lop-  
ment o f  t h e  Cuban economy, on which t h e  p r o g r e s s  
of  t h e  n a t i o n  depends."35 

Teresa  Casuso summed up t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  ''For t h e  Communist 

P a r t y  d u r i n g  t h e  war ,  t h e  phenomenon of i m p e r i a l i s m  no 

I n  1943, J u a n  M a r i n e l l o ,  a l e a d i n g  Communist, e n t e r e d  

t h e  B a t i s t a  C a b i n e t  a s  M I n i s t e r  w i t h o u t  P o r t f o l i o ,  t h e  

f i r s t  Corrmunist i n  any L a t i n  American c o u n t r y  t o  become a 

government mzmber.37 



While t h i s  coope ra t i on  w i t h  B a t i s t a  had advantages i n  

g i v i n g  t h e  p a r t y  a f r e e  hand i n  recruPtment and union organ- 

i z a t i o n ,  i ts  u t i l i t y  i n  f u r t h e r i n g  t h e  causes  of t h e  s o c i a l -  

is t  r e v o l u t i o n ,  which was t h e  p a r t y ' s  supposed reason  f o r  

e x i s t e n c e ,  is  mgre doubtful.. P r o f e s s o r  Z e i t l i n  comments, 
I 

P I "It was t h e  i rony  of Cuban labour  h i s t o r y  t h a t  i n  t h e  gu i se  
- 

: . of r evo lu t iona ry  p o l i t i c s  and under c o m u n i s t  l e ade r sh ip ,  
.- 

"- i f  a 

* ,  re for~uism and c l a s s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  became t h e  dominant 
i / . *  

t 
,*' c., p o l i c i e s  of working c l a s s  orgsn iza t ions ."38  It w i l l  be 
- d 

, . -  u s e f u l  t o  cons jdc r  t h e  p a r t y ' s  reasons  f o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  
-cl 

I n  1935, d e s p i t e  t h e  s e tbacks  i n  t h e  two preceeding 

i yea r s ,  t h e  ComIunists were s t i l l  a powerful f o r c e  i n  Cuban 

'I p o l i t i c s ,  They provided t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  CNOC o r  

Cuban Nat tona l  Fede ra t i on  of Labour 39, which i n  t h e  words 

of t h e  1935 Fore ign  P o l i c y  Assoc ia t ion  r e p o r t  " . . . s t a n d s  

I o u t  a s  t h e  most powerful and agg re s s ive  labour  group, and 

a s  t h e  on ly  o r g a n i z a t i o n  r e a l l y  n a t i o n a l  i n  scope." The 

I program of t h e  Confederat ion was based on "Marxist doc- 

The p a r t y  was a l s o  s t r o n g  i n  o the r  a r e a s .  I n  A p r i l ,  

1934, i t s  s t r e ~ g t h  was i n  excess  of 6,000 members, i t  



a l s o  claimed 3,500 nsml~ers  i t 1  tile Young Communist League 

between s i x t e e n  and e igh t een  yea r s  of age.  The Communist 

P a r t y  had 300 members i n  i t s  s t u d e n t  wing a t  t he  Nat iona l  

Un ive r s i t y  p l u s  a  number of members i n  t h e  IIavana I n s t i t u t e ,  

t h e  Havana Normal School ,  t he  two t e c h n i c a l  schools  a t  

Rancho Boyeros and i n  some p r o v i n c i a l  i n s t i t u t e s  and bT ormal 

s choo l s .  The Radica l  Women's Union c o n s t i t u t e d  t he  female 

wing of t h e  Comun i s t  movement. The p a r t y ' s  l a r g e s t  f r o n t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  a n t i -  i m p e r i a l i s t  l eague ,  had a  member- 

s h i p  of 5 ,000.41 

A t  t h e  second p a r t y  congress  of A p r i l  1934, t h e  p a r t y  

advocated cont inued a c t i v i t y  i n  o rgan iz ing  l abour ,  encourage- 

ment of peasant  land s e i z u r e  and t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of l a r o e  

land  ho ld ings ,  m o b i l i z a t i o n  of t h e  unemployed, propaganda 

work i n  t h e  aziny, navy and p o l i c e  and a g i t a t i o n  among t h e  

Negroes, i nc lud ing  t h e  demard f o r  Negro s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  

i n  t h e  b l a c k  b e l t  of O r i e n t e  Province .  The p a r t y  dec l a r ed  

i t s e l f  ready  t o  engage i n  e l e c t i o n  campaigns i n  o r d e r  t o  

forward i ts ideas  and persuade the  e l e c t o r a t e  t h a t  t h e  on ly  

s o l u t i o n  t o  Cuba's problem l a y  i n  t h e  "ag ra r i an  and a n t i -  

i m p e r i a l i s t  r e v o l u t  ion."42 



The reasons  pronpt ing  t h e  Cuban Commnist P a r t y  t o  ap- 

p a r e n t l y  abandon t h i s  p o s i t i o n  appear  t o  have been B a t i s t a ' s  

more 'democrat ic '  approach fo l lowing  t h e  access ion  of Laredo 

Bru t o  t he  Pres idency  43, t he  Comintern p o l i c y  of u n i t y  

a g a i n s t  fasc i sm,  and t h e  d e s i r e  of t h e  Cuban Co~muni s t s  t o  

r e b u i l d  t h e i r  o rgan iza t ion .  The Communist P a r t y  and the  

unions had been s e v e r e l y  weakened by s t e a d y  r e p r e s s i o n  i n  

1934, and i n  t h e  1935 s t r i k e ,  had been v i r t u a l l y  destroyed.  

C.A. Page i n  h i s  s t udy  of Organized Labour i n  Cuba wrote  

of t h e  1935 g e n e r a l  s t r i k e :  

"The governmznt mobil ized its f u l l  resources  a g a i n s t  
t h e  danger ,  imprisoned many l e a d e r s ,  d fsso lved  the  
unions,  and made f u l l  use of t h e  m i l i t a r y  under 
co lone l  B a t i s t a .  The backbone of t h e  movement was 
broken ,"44 

The Communists' major s t ronghold ,  t h e  very  m i l i t a n t  Sin- 

d i c a t o  Nacional de Obreros de l a  I n d u s t r i a  Azucarero (SNOW), 

was completely des t royed .  Most of t h e  S?U-LA synd ica t e s  

had been c lo sed  du r ing  t h e  1934 h a r v e s t .  l%e remainder f e l l  

v i c t i m  t o  t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  of t h e  1935 s t r i k e .  

It can be argued t h a t  t he  comin?~ni.sts could have re-  

mained i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  E a t i s t a  2nd opera tkd  i l l e g a l l y .  

Whether t h i s  might i n  t h e  long term have r e s u l t e d  i r ?  t h e i r  

p l ay ing  t h e  l ead ing  r o l e  i n  a subsequent  r evo lu t ion ,  we 



can only specu la t e .  Nevertheless ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of t he  p a r t y  

was t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t  determined by i t s  l e g a l  s t a t u s ,  i t s  

access  t o  the  c o r r i d o r s  of power i n  t h i s  per iod and the  s t r e s s  

which i t  continued t o  l a y  on the  maintenance of democratic 

forms i n  which i t  could func t ion .  

The Communist Pa r ty  did g e t  some t a n g i b l e  b e n e f i t s  from 

i t s  coopera t ion  wi th  B a t i s t a  both i n  terms of encouraging 

pro-labour measures and i n  conso l ida t ing  Comunis t  Pa r ty  

s t r eng th .  It i s  a rguable ,  however, t h a t  had the  Communist 

Par ty  n o t  ex i s t ed  some o ther  in te rmediary  would have been . 

found between B a t i s t a  and organized labour .  I n  any event ,  

t he  fol lowing were the  most important  labour measures of 

t h a t  per iod .  

(1)  Decree. No. 798 of 1938 which provided f o r  c o l l e c t i v e  

barga in ing  c o n t r a c t s  and job tenure .  

(2)  Decree No.3185 of 1940 e s t a b l i s h i n g  a 44 hour week 

wi th  pay f o r  48 hours and providing f o r  equal  pay f o r  

equal  work. 

(3) Decree No. 1123 of 1943 g iv ing  the  Confederacion de  

Trabajadores  (CTC) co rpo ra t e  s t a t u s  .46 

Eusebio Mujal Bumiol of t he  Autent icos ; n o t e  with some 



exaggera t ion  "The Minis t r y  cf  Isbour  (under Bat i s  t a )  . . . 
has been converted, a s  t h e  people of Cuba know, i n t o  a 

branch of t he  Communist Par ty .  "47 

Unions a l s o  achieved s u b s t a n t i a l  wage inc reases .  The 

Fedcrac ion  Nac i o n a l  Obrera Azucarera (FNOA), the  successor  

t o  SNOIA, which had been formed i n  1939 under c o n i n i s t  

l eadersh ip ,  achieved i n  1942 a 50% inc rease  i n  wages o rde r -  

ed by P r e s i d e n t i a l  Decree No. 100. Decree No. 371, i n  1944, 

provided f o r  a f u r t h e r  10% increase .  In  November 1944 a 

r e t i r emen t  fund, t h e  Re t i ro  Azucarero, w a s  e s t ab l i shed  by 

P r e s i d e n t i a l  Decree fol lowing de lays  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e . 4 8  

The C o m n i s  t Pa r ty  a l s o  made s u b s t a n t i a l  o rganiza-  

t i o n a l  ga ins .  By January 1939, claimed p a r t y  membership 

stood a t  23,300.49 I n  May 1938, t he  p a r t y  had commenced 

p u b l i c a t i o n  of a d a i l y  newspaper, Koy, which i n  1939 be-  

came t h e  o f f  i c  i a l  organ of the  newly formed Confederac ion  

d e  Trabajadores  d e  Cvba (CTC) and became one of t he  major 

d a i l i e s  .50 

The CTC, formed i n  January 1939, was under Communist 



l e ade r sh ip  f r o n  i t s  i ncep t ion  and e l ec t ed  a  lead ing  CommnFst, 

Laz&ro Pena, a s  i t s  Sec re t a ry  -General. The Corninis  t s  gained 

c o n t r o l  n o t  only because of t h e i r  ideology and previous ac -  

t i o n  among t h e  workers, bu t  a l s o  because, i n  t he  words of a 

contemporary C h r i s t i a n  r e fo rmis t ,  "Reformist elements were 

absorbed and dominated by the  super ior  c a p a b i l i t y ,  i n t e g r i t y  

of p r i n c i p l e s ,  and moral s t r e n g t h  of t h e  communist l eade r s .  "51 

The o rgan iza t ion  of t he  CTC, with government approval ,  

paved the  way f o r  the  d e b i l i t a t i o n  of t he  Cuban labour move- 

ment. During the  years  of   at is t a t s  r u l e ,  t he  labour movement 

r e l i e d  n o t  on m i l i t a n t  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  b u t  upon i t s  a b i l i t y  

t o  i n f luence  the  government and o b t a i n  the  promulgation of 

decree laws.52 This t rend was consol ida ted  by t he  open po l i cy  

of c l a s s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  fol lowing Sovie t  e n t r y  i n t o  World War 

11.53 Hence t h e  co r rup t ion  of labour i n  t he  l a t e  f o r t i e s  

and e a r l y  f i f t i e s  had i t s  o r i g i n  i n  e a r l i e r  communist i eade r -  

sh ip .  It i s  even a l l eged  t h a t  the  CTC had been subsidized by 

B a t i s t a  from the  National  Lot te ry .54  

Elec t o r a l l y ,  t he  communists a l s o  progressed.  They 

supported Ba t i s  t a  f o r  the  Presidency i n  1.940 a d  e l ec t ed  



t e n  members t o  t he  Charher of Deputies and members t o  c i t y  

counc i l s  throughout t he  i s l and .  In Sant iago d e  Cuba, h i s -  

t o r i c a l l y  t he  c e n t e r  of Cuban rad ica l i sm,  a c o m n i s t  was 

e l ec t ed  mayor and i n  Manzanillo, another  cornmur,ist was 

e l ec t ed  mayor. 

In t he  1944 e l e c t i o n s  t h e  coumunis t s  backed Ba t i s  t a t s  

nominee f o r  t h e  Presidency, and while  he l o s t  ou t  t o  Grau 

san  Martin,  t h e  communists d id  succeed i n  e l e c t i n g  t h r e e  

members t o  t he  Cuban Senate  and n ine  t o  the  Chamber of 

Deputies.  The Cuban Communist Pa r ty  was the  b e s t  organized 

and most powerful C o m n i s  t Pa r ty  i n  t h e  hemisphere, 55 

The Communist Pa r ty  was no t ,  however, a r evo lu t iona ry  

o rgan iza t ion ;  indeed under t he  in f luence  of ' ~ rowder i sm '  

and i n  t he  wake of Tehran, t he  Conmnis t  Pa r ty  r e j e c t e d  any 

claims t o  r evo lu t iona ry  leadersh ip .  Blas Roca, p a r t y  sec - 
r e t a r y ,  quoted with approval  Sumner Welles renark  t h a t  "the 

i m p e r i a l i s t  e r a  has been endedU.56 Blas Roca was l a t e r  t o  

concede t h a t ,  con t r a ry  t o  f u l f i l l i n g  any LeninLst r o l e ,  

t he  Communist Par ty  took t h e  " revolu t ionary  edge . . . off  

t h e  masses".57 



Nevertheless ,  t h e  communists had been ins t rumenta l  i n  

achiev ing  some improvements f o r  t he  masses. They had shown 

themselves capable  and f i n a n c i a l l y  ( i f  no t  p o l i t i c a l l y )  

i n c o r r u p t i b l e .  

U n t i l  1946 t h e  cormnunis t s  and t h e  Autent icos  cooperated.  

The opening of t he  Cold War, however, gave Autent ico  labour  

l e a d e r s  a chance t o  o u s t  t he  comrrmnists from the unions, 

which they d id  wi th  encouragement from the  AF of L and 

t h e  Cuban government. The communists were f o r c i b l y  ev ic  t ea  

from the  CTC headquar te rs  i n  J u l y  1947, and the  CTC Confer- 

ence held i n  May was dec lared  t o  have been i l l ega1 .58  

11 t h e  f a c e  of sys temat ic  r e p r e s s i o n  by the  Autent icos ,  

t h e  com:imlsts reaped t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e i r  previous f a i l u r e  

i n  mi l i t ancy .  Union o f f i c i a l s  who had joined the  p a r t y  a s  

t h e  avenue t o  promotion dese r t ed  t o  t h e  Autent icos.  A 

s t r i k e  c a l l e d  by t h e  communists was only  p a r t i a l l y  succes s fu l .  59 

While communist i n f luence  remained, cow.unist  c o n t r o l  was 

broken, 

The IBRD Report of 1950 noted t h a t  communist i n f luence  

was s t i l l  s t rong  i n  t he  unions: "Some a u t h o r i t i e s  e s t ima te  



t h a t  perhaps 25% of Guban workers a r e  s t i l l  s e c r e t l y  

sym2athet ic  t o  them. "60 Professor  ~ e i t l i n ' s  empi r i ca l  s tudy  

o f  Cuban workers i nd ica t ed  t h a t  "twenty-nine percent  of t h e  

workers i n  our sample c l a s s i f y  themselves a s  pre- revolu t ionary  

f r i e n d s  o r  suppor t e r s  of t h e  communists."61 The IBRD a l s o  

made a n  important  observa t ion ,  "It must be remembered t h a t  

n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  popular educat ion of working people on how 

a n  economic system works and what might be done t o  improve 

i t  came f i r s t  from the  Anarcho-syndical is  ts and most r e c e n t -  

l y  - and most e f f e c t i v e l y  - from the  comunis t s . "62  

These i n d i c a t i o n s  of Communist Pa r ty  support  jar with 

t h e  claims of t h e  proponents of var ious  types of t h e  b e t -  

r a y a l  t h e s i s .  Goldenberg w r i t e s  "although the  communists 

exer ted  some in f luence  on the  organized vorkers  and were 

a b l e  t o  main ta in  t h e i r  l eade r sh ip  of t h e  t r a d e  unions a s  

long a s  they enjoyed o f f i c i a l  favour,  t h e  p a r t y  was never 

ve ry  s t r o n g  anywhere."63 T. Draper w r i t e s ,  "The Cuban 

Revolution w a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a middle-class  r e v o l u t i o n  t h a t  

has  been used t o  d e s t r o y  the  middle-c lass .  "64 This view 

found wide suppor t .  G. Masur noted, i n  suppor t  of Draper 's  



I l y p o t l ~ e s i . ~ ,  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t l ~ e  mcn i n  t h e  C a s t r o  govern-  

ment were from midd l c - c  l a s s  o c c u p a t i o n s  - h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g  i n  

a c o u n t r y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by h i g h  l e v e l s  o f  i l l i t e r a c y  and an 

unequa l  a c c e s s  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  65 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, Communist P a r t y  s u p p o r t  should  n o t  be 

o v e r s t a t e d .  In t h e  1948 e l e c t i o n s  t h e  p a r t y  gained o n l y  7.33% 

of t h e  t o t a l  v o t e ,  50,000 l e s s  v o t e s  t h a n  t h e y  had ga ined  i n  t h e  

1946 e l e c t i o n s  ( a  d r o p  from 196,000 t o  143,000 v o t e s ) .  Un- 

d o u b t e d l y ,  l a c k  o f  f i n a n c e  handicapped t h e  p a r t y ' s  e l e c t o r a l  

a c t i v i t i e s .  In Cuba, e l e c t i o n  expenses  were g e n e r a l l y  h i g h .  

One s e n a t o r  was a l l e g e d  t o  have s p e n t  one q u a r t e r  o f  a m i l l i o n  

d o l l a r s  on h i s  campaign.66 

In t h e  1950 p a r l i a m e n t a r y  e l e c t i o n s  t h e  communists s u f -  

f e r e d  a f u r t h e r  d e c l i n e .  They l o s t  a l l  t h r e e  S e n a t e  s e a t s  

and r e g i s t e r e d  o n l y  55,000 v o t e s .  The Communists s t i l l  had 

s u f f i c i e n t  s t r e n g t h  i n  some u n i o n s  t o  l e a d  d i r e c t  a c t i o n .  In 

1950 t h e  s u g a r  workers  s t r u c k  d u r i n g  t h e  Z a f r a .  The commun- 

i s t s  o r g a n i z e d  ' f i g h t  commi t tees '  which s u c c e s s f u l l y  ga:ned 

t h e  workers  ' wage demands. "The Communists t h u s  demonstra ted 

t h e i r  e f  f  ec t i v e n e s s  and t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  among a 



l a r g e  number of workers i n  t h e  count . ryfs  major indus try.I167 

In t h e i r  t r a d e  union a c t i v i t i e s  "e communists were aided by 

t h e  co r rup t ion  and i n e f f i c i e n c y  of t he  e s t ab l i shed  union 

h ie rarchy .  The q u a l i t y  of Cuban labour l eade r sh ip  a t  t he  

o f f i c i a l  l e v e l  was such t h a t  t he  United S t a t e s '  Department 

of Commerce could by 1956 a s s u r e  p o t e n t i a l  i nves to r s  t h a t  

Cuban labour l eade r s  were gene ra l ly  reasonable  and t h a t  

I t the i r  demands i n  ma t t e r s  of-wage and f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  s i n c e  

1952 have gene ra l ly  n o t  been immodexate."68 One explana-  

t i o n  of t he  d iscrepaccy  between the  apparent  communist . 

s t r e n g t h  among the  union rank  and f i l e  and r e l a t i v e  weak- 

ness  a t  the  p o l l s  may be the  p ropens i ty  of women v o t e r s  

t o  vo te  a g a i n s t  l e f t -wing  p a r t i e s  and t h e  low l e v e l  of 

o rgan iza t ion  aaong t h e  non-sugar r u r a l  workers. 

To sum up, a t  t h e  he igh t  of i t s  in f luence ,  t he  Commun- 

i s t  Pa r ty  had abdica ted  r evo lu t iona ry  l eade r sh ip .  Nevertheless ,  

h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  i t  had played an important r o l e  - more va luab le  

perhaps i n  oppos i t ion  - i n  p o l i t i c i z i n g  t h e  Cuban people 

and paving the  way f o r  1959. Perhaps only  Professor  

Z e i t l i n  has adequately recognized t h i s  r o l e .  



VII. 

The e l e c t i o n  t o  power i n  1944 of  Grau s a n  Mar t i n  aroused 

h i g h  hopes i n  many Cubans. Grau d e f c a t e d  R a t i s t a ' s  c a n d i d a t e  

D r .  C a r l o s  S a l a d r i g a s .  Grau s a n  Mar t in ,  i t  w i l l  be  r e c a l l e d ,  

had headed t h e  r a d i c a l  N a t i o n a l i s t  Government o f  1933 which 

had c o l l a p s e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  i n t e r n a l  d i s s e n s i o n  and Ameri- 

c a n  p r e s s u r e .  He was a  l e a d i n g  member o f  what had become 

known as t h e  ' g e n e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t h i r t i e s ' ,  t h o s e  peop le  who 

ha6 fought  i iachado's  ty ranny .  Another prominent  mcinber o f  

t h a t  g e n e r a t i o n  l a t e r  wro te ,  

"Grau, i n  h i s  second term, was one o f  t h e  v e r y  w o r s t  
p r e s i d e n t s  t h a t  we have ever  had . . . c o r r u p t i o n  
spread  th roughout  t h e  i s l a n d  . . . The c o u n t r y  f e l l  
i n t o  one o f  i t s  most shameful  s t a t e s  i n  our  h i s -  
t o r y .  "1 

Under Grau and h i s  s u c c e s s o r ,  P r i o  S o c c a r r a s ,  v i o l e n c e  

and c o r r u p t i o n  con t inued  t o  c h a r a c t e r i s e  Cuban p o l i t i c s . 2  

The most damning i n d i c t m e n t  o f  t h e  Cuban p o l i t i c a l  sys tem i n  

t h i s  p e r i o d  i s  t h e  e a s e  w i t h  which B a t i s t a ,  i n  1952, 

s e i z e d  power w h i l e  P r i o  went q u i e t l y  i n t o  e x i l e .  



The Autent lco Par ty  had been formed i n  1934, a f t e r  

Mendieta's success ion  t o  the  Presidency. The p a r t y  had 

been c o n s t i t u t e d  by a  number of r a d i c a l  groups opposed t o  

B a t i s t a .  I t s  i n i t i a l  manifesto s t r e s s e d  economic and 

p o l i t i c a l  na t iona l i sm and s o c i a l  j u s t i c e .  It was avowedly 

concerned wi th  i n s t i t u t i n g  fundamental reforms i n  Cuban 

s o c i e t y  and u n t i l  1939, the  o f f i c i a l  s t r a t e g y  of t he  

p a r t y  was t o  s e i z e  power by v io lence .3  A f t e r  four  years  i n  

power, however, i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  r evo lu t ion  was the  

r h e t o r i c  r a t h e r  than the  r e a l i t y  of Autent ico p o l i t i c s  .4 

Not t h a t  the  Autent icos could be descr ibed a s  r eac t iona ry ,  

a  t i t l e  perhaps more appropr i a t e ly  appl ied  t o  t h e  L ibe ra l -  

Democratic c o a l i t i o n  which opposed them. In f a c t ,  t he  

Autent icos were viewed a s  pro-labour and regarded with 

susp ic ion  by fo re ign  i n v e s t o r s . 5  In  power, however, they 

concentrated on d iv id ing  among themselves t h e  s p o i l s  of 

o f f i c e  r a t h e r  than engineering s t r u c t u r a l  changes i n  t he  

economy. 6 

The co r rup t ion  of t h e  Autent icos combined with t h e  

personal  ambit ion of Senator Eduardo Chibas produced i n  



1946 t he  formation of t he  Ortodoxo Par ty  which had b a s i c a l l y  

t h e  Autent ico  program - "economic independence, p o l i t i c a l  

l i b e r t y  znd s o c i a l  j u s t i c e "  - but  placed i t s  major emphasis 

on an  a n t i - c o r r u p t i o n  prograin which received much popular 

suppor t  .7 

Grau san  I f a r t i n  used the  term 'Cuba~~ idad '  t o  i n d i c a t e  

h i s  government's supposed n a t i o n a l i s t  scance.8 

&deed the  Autent icos  made con t inua l  u s e  of n a t i o n a l i s t  

syinbols. I n  1948 i n  t h e i r  campaign a g a i n s t  Nunez Por- 

tuondo and the  Democratic-Liberal a l l i a n c e ,  t h e  ,4gtenticos 

major opponents, t he  Autent icos used Mart; a s  the  symbol 

of t h e i r  h e r i t a g e ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  Nunez Portoundo with 

Machado.9 P r io  Soccarres ,  the  A l ~ t e n t i c o  candida te ,  bad 

played a  lead ing  r o l e  i n  t he  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  Machado. It 

was propagandized t h a t  with such a  record he could be 

t r u s t e d  t o  defend Cuba's i n t e g r i t y .  10 One of t he  major 

e l e c t o r a l  a s s e t s  of t he  Autent icos was t h a t  "the p a r t y  

stood vigorously f o r  Cuban d i g n i t y  and independence i n  

r e l a t i o n s  with the  United S t a t e s . " l l  At l e a s t  the  p a r t y  

claimed t o  t ake  such a s t ance ;  i n  f a c t ,  a f t e r  h i s  e l e c t i o n  



i n  1948, P r i o  S o c c a r r ~ t s  i ~ n ~ n t d i a t c l y  broltc a p ledge  a g a i n s t  

s o l i c i t i n g  f o r e i g n  l o a n s  and proceeded t o  f u r t h e r  break 

'revolutionary ' t r a d i t i o n s  by i n v i t i n g  i n  f o r e i g n  c a p i t a l .  12 

On s o c i a l  i s s u e s  t h e  A u t e n t i c o s  a t t a c k e d  t h e  1948 

Liberal -Democrat ic  c o a l i t i o n  a s  t h e  h e i r s  of Machado and 

accused them of  be ing  a  " c o a l i t i o n  o f  m i l l i o n a i r e s " .  l 3  

At t h e  same t ime " the  landed commercial and manufac tu r ing  

c l a s s e s  were a s s u r e d  by i n f e r e n c e  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  i n s t i t u -  

t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  would be  p r o t e c t e d .  "14 For  t h e  

r e s t ,  t h e  campaign s t r e s s e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r i l y  vague s l o g a n  

o f  " the  r e v o l u t i o n " ,  The s l o g a n  had " the  magic r i n g  

which pied-pipered t h e  h o p e f u l  common p e o p l e  t o  t h e  

p o l l s . " l 5  One i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  t h e  Auten- 

t i c o s  ' r e v o l u t i o n a r y '  g o a l s  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  t h e i r  major p a r t n e r  i n  t h e  1944 and 1948 e l e c t i o n  

campaigns was t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  Republ ican P a r t y .  16 In f a c t ,  

by 1948 t h e  i d e a  of implementing t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  e x i s t e d  

i n  t h e  propaganda r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  A u t e n t i c o  

p o l i t i c s .  J a v i e r  Pazos,  who was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  J u l y  26 

Movement, though h e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  became a n  emigre ,  no ted  



t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  the  Autent ico p o l i t i c i a n s  faced i n  t ry ing  

t o  o u s t  B a t i s t a .  "All t h e i r  plans centered around some 

d i s t a n t  putsch bu t  t h e  f e a r  of i g n i t i n g  a  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  

which they knew they would no t  be a b l e  3 c o n t r o l  without  

he lp  from the  army prevented them from working towards any 

s p e c i f i c  ob jec t ive . " l7  This comment i s  r evea l ing  n o t  only 

of  t h e  ideology of t he  Autent ico leaders  bu t  a l s o  of t he  

degree  of c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  Cuban s o c i e t y  a f t e r  e i g h t  years  

of Autent ico  , ru le .  

The u s e  of  r a d i c a l  r h e t o r i c  was designed t o  appeal  t o  

those  v o t e r s  who did f e e l  the  need f o r  fundamental changes 

i n  Cuba. W. S. Stokes,  who provides the  major information 

on t h i s  per iod ,  sugges ts  t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  ma jo r i t y  of 

v o t e r s  may have des i r ed  such changes. 18 The d i s i l l u s ionmen t  

which these  vo te r s  f e l t  and the  sense of b e t r a y a l  were r e -  

f l e c t e d  i n  a n  inc reas ing  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  Autent ico Pa r ty .  

In 1948 the  Ortodoxo Pa r ty  gained 16.4% of t he  vote .  A 

publ ic  opinion p o l l  of December 1951 showed t h a t  t he  Auten- 

t i c o s  were by no means assured of winning the  1952 

e l e c t i o n .  The p o l l  ind ica ted  t h a t  t he  A U ~ & ~ ~ C O S  had 33.8% 

of t h e  vo te  while  t he  more r a d i c a l  and c e r t a i n l y  more 



honest  Ortodoxos now had 30%.13 

It would a l s o  seem reasonable  t o  suggest  t h a t  t h e  con- 

tinued ove r t  b e t r a y a l  of e l e c t o r a l  promises and images must 

have been r e f l e c t e d  i n  the  popular view of the Cuban p o l i -  

t i c a l  process  ; while  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  t a c t i c s  of t he  Autent icos  

encouraged na t iona l i sm and t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  reform, t h e i r  

a c t i o n s  i n  o f f i c e  did n o t  l i v e  up t o  these  expec ta t ions .  
< 

The Communist Par ty ,  purged from t h e  unions and refused 

any e l e c t o r a l  a l f i a n c e s ,  r eve r t ed  t o  an a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  

pos i t i on ,  a p o s i t i o n  which,no doubt,  was encouraged by t h e  

Sovie t  Union's r o l e  i n  t h e  developing Cold War. On March 

6 ,  1949, t he  Pa r ty  c a l l e d  on Cubans t o  f r e e  themselves froin 

"Yankee Imperialism". S i x  days l a t e r  t he  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s  t s  

received a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  United S t a t e s  Navy. Three 

s a i l o r s  desecra ted  the  s t a t u e  of Jose  Mar t i  i n  Cen t r a l  Park. 

Narrowly saved from lynching by t h e  in t e rven t ion  of  t he  

Cuban po l i ce ,  t h e  s a i l o r s  t r i gge red  o f f  anti-American demon- 

s t r a t i o n s .  The United S t a t e s  Navy ordered a l l  sh ips  no t  t o  

en t e r  Cuban p o r t s .  A wreath placed on t h e  s t a t u e  by the  

American Ambassador, i n  an a t tempt  a t  c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  was d e s -  

t royed.  20 



IE 1951 B a t i s t a  announced h i s  candidacy f o r  t h e  PresT- 

dency. When i t  became apparent  t h a t  he would l o s e  t h e  

e l e c t i o n ,  he turned t o  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  i n  t he  army.21 On 

March 10 he ied a  v i r t u a l l y  b loodless  coup d ' e t a t  (only two 

s o l d i e r s  i n  t he  pa lace  were k i l l e d ) .  The c o n s i s t e n t  u s e  

of v io l ence  i n  t he  o rd ina ry  run  of Cuban p o l i t i c s  had pro-  

vided same leg i t imacy f o r  t h i s  method of p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n .  22 
c 

In add i t i on ,  B a t i s t a  benef i ted  from t h e  co r rup t ion  of t h e  

previous Au t e n t i c  o  governments and from h i s  remaining labour 

support  d a t i n g  from h i s  l a s t  government. 23 His support  

had been s u f f i c i e n t  t o  have him e l ec t ed  Senator i n  a b s e n t i a  

i n  1948. His suppor t  i n  t h e  army was a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  

f a c t  that; many m i l i t a r y  l eade r s  owed the i r :  p o s i t i o n s  t o  , the  

s e rgean t ' s  r e v o l t  of twenty years  e a r l i e r .  

The Assoc ia t ion  of sugar Farmers and the  Rankers ' 
Assoc ia t ion  of fered  B a t i s t a  immediate support .  The Natio11- 

a 1  Assoc ia t ion  of Manufacturers and t h e  Co~nmerc i a l  Exchange 

of fered  f u l l  coopera t ion .  The United S t a t e s  granted i m -  

mediate r ecogn i t i on .  The leading  Cuban bus iness  j ou rna l ,  

Econonia y Financera,  s a i d ,  according t o  t h e  New York T i m e s ,  - 



t h a t  whi le  they were unable t o  p r a i s e  B a t i s t a ' s  coup, they 

could no t  deny i t s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n :  "Pr iva te  business  today 

has more guarantee  than  under r e c e n t  cons i t u t i o n a l  govern- 

ment. "24 

The PSP (Cuban Communls t Par ty)  repudiated the  coup, 

c a l l i n g  "the Yankee i m p e r i a l i s t s  t h e  i n s t i g a t o r s  of t he  

coupn.25 When i n  A p r i l  two Sovie t  diplomats  were s u b j e c t -  

ed t o  r e g u l a r  customs inspec t i o n ,  t h e  U. S. S. R. broke d i p -  

lomatic r e l a t i o n s  wi th  Cuba. PSP oppos i t i on  t o  t he  

United S t a t e s  'po l icy  on the  Korean War made any cooper&- 

t i o n  more d i f f i c u l t .  F i n a l l y ,  i n  October 1953, B a t i s t a  

dec lared  the  p a r t y  i l l e g a l .  26 

Some p a r t y  members a c t u a l l y  entered Ba t i s  t a t s  p a r t y  - 
Par t i d o  Accion P r e g r e s s i s t a  - where they were welcomed 

s i n c e  they could a s s i s t  i n  providing working c l a s s  backing. 

Whether they entered -   at is t a t s  p a r t y  a s  oppor tun i s t s  or  

i n  l i n e  with p a r t y  p o l i c i e s  i s  unc lear .27  

With t h e  Autent ico  labour l eade r s ,  B a t i s t a  was more 

s u c c e ~ s f u l . .  Immediately upon tak ing  power, Ba t i s  ta 



declared  the  CTC disso lved  and placed Euseb i o  Xu j a l ,  

Secretary-General  of t he  organiza t ion ,  under house a r r e s t .  

Within t h r e e  days, however, t he  CTC had pledged support  

f o r  t he  new regime and i t s  l e g a l  s t a t u s  was r e s to red .28  

Cuba's experiment with democratic forms had been 

terminated ab rup t ly ,  bu t  without  d i f f i c u l t y  . The Au ten-  

t i c o s  had succeeded i n  engendering l i t t l e  popular support ,  

they had n o t  f u l f i l l e d  t h e i r  r evo lu t iona ry  promises, they 

had n o t  secured the  supor t  of business ,  i n  f a c t  t he  r e s -  

ponse t o  t he  coup was i n i t i a l l y  mild. The Autent icos 

had l e f t  few people who were prepared t o  defend them on 

t h e  ba r r i cades  while  those who d id  s t e p  forward d id  n o t  

i d e n t i f y  with the  old Autent icos .  From a  p a r t y  of 

n a t i o n a l i s t i c  reform the  Autent icos had become a p a r t y  

of g r a f t  co r rup t ion  and p o l i t i c a l  opportunism. One can  

say i n  r e t r o s p e c t  t h a t  they had denied Cuba i t s  one pos- 

s i b i l i t y  of peacefu l  reform - i f ,  i n  f a c t ,  one can argue 

t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e r e  was a  choice ,  A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  

t he  Autent ico Pa r ty  and i t s  development can  be vicwed 

a s  t he  log ica l ,ou tcome of the  inhe ren t  problems of the  

Cuban economy and s o c i e t y .  As was noted e a r l i e r ,  with 



l i t t l e  n a t i o n a l  i ndus t ry  or  o the r  employment oppor tun i t i e s  

f o r  t a l en t ed  Cubans and wi th  overwhel.ming economic c o n t r o l  

i n  t h e  hands of a fo re ign  country,  one can . r easonab ly  a sk  
L 

how could Cuban development have been d i f f e r e n t ?  Where, 

i n  f a c t ,  given s i m i l a r  circumstances,  has honest  progres  - 
s i v e  government emerged? 



> 

V I I I .  THE EVE OF ------.-- REVOLUTION: A SCCIO-ECOiiO1:IC --------- OVERVIEW 

The r evo lu t ion  of 1959 was unusual  i n  being achieved by 

the  a c t i o n s  of a very small  minor i ty  of t he  popula t ion  and i n  

t h e  f a c e  of very l i t t l e  opposFtion - with the  except iop  of 

B a t i s t a ' s  army. It i s  important,  t he re fo re ,  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  

t h e  under ly ing  causes of d i s c o n t e n t  i n  Cuba which enabled 

B a t i s t a ' s  d i c t a t o r s h i p  t o  p r e c i p i t a t e  t he  r e v o l u t i o n  and 

Cas t ro ' s  smal l  g u e r i l l a  band t o  a c t  a s  a c a t a l y s t  f o r  t h i s  

r evo lu t ion .  

One pointwhich should be made very c l e a r l y  i s  t h a t  Cuba 

was i n  no sense a  country domj-nateci by the  peasant ry ,  t h a t  

i t  had no t r a c e s  of feudal ism i n  i t s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e  

and t h a t ,  i n  f a c t ,  i t s  a g r t c u l t u r a l  workers, p a r t l y  because 

of t he  presence of unionized and m i l i t a n t  sugar -mi l l  workers 

i n  t h e  count rys ide ,  had a wage-earner consciousness  r a t h e r  

than  a peasant  consciousness .  They did n o t  envis ion  the  

d i v i s i m  of the  l a r g e  sugar es  t a t e s , r a t h e r  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l -  

i z a t i o n .  They d id  n o t  demand laad b u t  r a t h e r  higher  wages 

and b e t t e r  cond i t i ons .  



D r .  M. Zei t1 i .n  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  Cuban Revolu t ion  a s  " t h e  

f i r s t  s o c i a l i s t  r c v o l u t i o n  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  a c l e a r l y  c a p i -  

t a l i s t  c o u n t r y . " l  Be  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  by far t h e  s t . -onges t ,  
7 

most c o h e s i v e  p o l i t i c a l l y  c o n s c i o u s  c l a s s  was t h e  working c l a s s .  

The r u l i n g  c l a s s  was dependent  economica l ly  on a n  e x p o r t  

economy and dependent  econonl ical ly  and p o l i t i c a l l y  upon 

A m e r i c a n b a c k i n g a n d  m i l i t a r y  f o r c e .  T h e r u l i n g c l a s s  

lacked l e g i t i m a c y  f o r  t h e  working c l a s s  and,  u n l i k e  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  ir; p r e - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Russ ia ,  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  

cou ld  n o t  expec t  s u p p o r t  from any s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e a s a n t r y .  

It had no s o c i a l  b a s e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e .  Ln a r e a s  where, 

i n  f a c t ,  a p e a s a n t r y  could  be  s a i d  t o  e x i s t ,  such a s  t h e  

S i e r r a  Maestra ,  i t  was b i t t e r l y  opposed t o  a c e n t r a l  

government ~ n d  k e p t  i n  l i n e  by f o r c e  - i n  t h e  S i e r r a  

Maestra ,  Rolando M a s f e r r e r ,  a p ro  -Batista S e n a t o r ,  had a 

p r i v a t e  army of  1,000. 

Many w r i t e r s ,  b o t h  p r o  and a n t i  C a s t r o ,  d w e l l  a t  some 

l e n g t h  on t h e  o v e r a l l  s t a n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  i n  Cuba.2 S u f -  

f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  

t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  

t a n t ,  however, 

t.h+xt i n  p e r  c a p i t a  terms, Cuba was one o f  

c o u n t r i e s  i n  L a t i n  America.  What i s  impor- 

a r e  n o t  t h e  o v e r a l l  s t a t i s t i c s  b u t  t h o s e  



i n d i c e s  which i n d i c a t e  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of n a t i o n a l  w e a l t h  

and evcn more i m p o r t a n t , t h e  r a t e  of change i n  n a t i o n a l  

w e a l t h .  

Table  V g i v e s  some i n d i c a t i o n  o f  r u r a l - u r b a n  d  i s p a r i t y .  

Per  c a p i t a  income i n  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  was e s t i m a t e d  a t  $91.25 

a s  compared t o  a n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  o f  $500.00.3 Other  i n -  

d i c e s  show t h e  same r u r a l - u r b a n  d i s p a r i t y .  

I J  
I17 1953, 43.7% of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  were c l a s s i f i e d  a s  

rura l ,  a d e c l i n e  of 1 1 . 6 % s i n c e  1919.4 

One r e a s o n  f o r  r u r a l  p o v e r t y  c a n  b e  s e e n  i n  Tab le  V I .  
I 

Less t h a n  8% of  a l l  h o l d i n g s  accounted f o r  s l i g h t l y  over  

70% of t h e  fa rmland ;  one h a l f  o f  one p e r c e n t  c o n t r o l l i n g  

more t h a n  one t h i r d  of t h e  t o t a l  farm a c r e a g e .  The l a r g e  \ 

land h o l d i n g s  were n o t  o f  a kind t o  maximize p r o d u c t i v i t y .  

Tab le  V I I  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  low land usuage  o f  t h e s e  l a r g e  

farms ( t h a t  i s ,  t h o s e  r u n  by owners and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ) .  

The IBrD Report  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  60% o f  l and  i n  farms was 

t i l l a b l e ,  w h i l e  i n  1950 j u s t  over  20% was under  c u l t i v a -  



Some d e c l i n e  had taken p l ace  i n  t he  r o l e  which sugar 

played i n  t he  economy. American b v p s  b e n t  i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  
I - - 

decl ined a s  a propor t ion  of t o t a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  investment 

from 62.2% i n  1929 t o  41% i n  1950 and 31.6% i n  1957.6 - 
The a r e a  of t o t a l  land con t ro l l ed  by the  sugar  m i l l s  dec-  - 

<----- 

l i ned  from 26.7% i n  1939 t o  24.3% i n  1953 and 20.9% i n  

1959.7 Nevertheless ,  most w r i t e r s  a r e  agreed t h a t  even 

i n  1955 -1957, "the country depended ml in ly  on sugar1'. 8 

Sugar product ion was s t i l l  t he  p re roga t ive  of a few. The 

e s t  sugar cane producers con t ro l l ed  over ------ - - - _ _- - - - 
20% of a l l  land i n  farms - n e a r l y  o n e - f i f t h  of the  i s l a n d .  

Sugar a l s o  continued t o  enjoy i t s  previous odium. Lowry 

Nelson wrote, 

"The l a r g e  sugar p l a n t a t i o n  ... i s  regarded by 
many a s  a  monster t h a t  must be s l a i n .  That p a r t  
of t h e  animus i s  due t o  fo re ign  owr~ership i s  
very apparent  , "9 

Cuban sugar was cha rac t e r i zed  more by longevi ty  than 

invent  ion. The fol lowing no te  w i l l ,  because of t he  

i r r e p r o a c h a b i l i t y  of i t s  source, s e rve  a s  a f i t t i n g  

ep i taph  t o  i t s  pre-1959 r o l e .  I rv ing  PfauLm. of t he  Arneri- 

can u n i v e r s i t i e s '  f i e l d  s t a f f  observed i n  1960 t h a t  



" ... Cuba's sugar  bus iness  / was / no tab le  f o r  
i t s  s i z e ,  c a r t e l i z a t i o n ,  i ne f f i c i ency ,  apzthy 
and huge p r o f i t s .  It has made many personal  
and co rpo ra t e  fo r tunes  bu t  has added v i r t u a l l y  
noth ing  t o  man's knowledge of t h e  cane i t s e l f ,  
i t s  c u l t i v a t i o n ,  t he  chemistry of i t s  conver- 
s i o n  i n t o  sugar ,  molasses,  a l coho l  and o t h e r  
by-products o r  t h e  use fu lnes s  of these  d e r i v a -  
t i v e s .  "10 

The malfunct ioning of t he  Cuban economy i s  apparent  

from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  1958, $80,000,000 worth o r  25% of 

~ u b a ' s  food consumption was bought abroad.11 Between 

1948 and 1953, f o o d s t u f f s  accounted f o r  28.5% of t o t a l  

imports.  Foods tuf fs  were the  l a r g e s t  i t e n  on t h e  impcrt 

b i l l .  The p r i n c i p l e  i tems i n  t he  t r ade  were l a r d ,  r i c e ,  
' 

wheat and wheat-f lour ,  pork, beans, d a i r y  products  and 

eggs. With the  except ion  of wheat and l a r d  a l l  t he  i tems 

were a l s o  produced l o c a l l y .  12 

In  seeking  t o  exp la in  the  chronic s t agna t ion  of p re -  

r evo lu t iona ry  Cuba, Professor  Seers  m o t e ,  

"Two i n s t i t u t i o n a l  explanant ions f o r  t h i s  chronic  
s t a g n a t i o n  s tand out .  The f i r s t  i s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  
ma jo r i t y  of land was held i n  l a r g e  e s t a t e s  . , . 
t h e  second reason i s  the  t r a d e  t r e a t i e s  with the  
United S t a t e s .  "13 

I 



It i s  n o t  t h e  t h e s i s  of t h i s  paper t h a t  'na t iona l i sm'  

was the  s o l e  c a u s a l  f a c t o r  of t he  1959 r evo lu t ion ,  r a t h e r  

t h a t  .the shape of CuLan s o c i e t y  was determined by the  

American l i n k  and t h a t ,  i n  so  f a r  a s  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  gave 

r i s e  t o  c o n f l i c t  and r evo lu t iona ry  movements, i t  a l s o  gave 

r i s e  t o  anti-Americanism. This connect ion between t h e  

problems of t h e  Cuban economy and the  American l i n k  may n o t  

always have been i m e d  i a t e l y  apparent ,  b u t  Cuban i n t e l l e c  - 
t u a l s  and t h e  Cuban Communist Par ty  were n o t  slow t o  

c l a r i f y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Some economic d i v e r s  i f  i c a t  ion  had taken p l ace  by 1958 

bu t  n o t  i n  s u f f i c i e n t  amount t o  so lve  t h e  problem. The 

IBRD had repor ted  i n  1950 t h a t ,  

"The Cuban workers and t h e i r  l eade r s  a r e  a prey t o  
t h e  a n x i e t i e s  which r e s u l t  from t h e  i n s t a b i l i t i e s ,  
t h e  s t agna t ion ,  and the  chronic unemloyment of t he  
Cuban econon?g.. They s e e  a l l  about  them the  fearsome 
consequences t o  workers and t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  from 
l o s s  of jobs.  They lack  confidence i n  t he  w i l l  o r  
a b i l i t y  of employers, i n v e s t o r s  and the  government 
t o  c r e a t e  new e n t e r p r i s e s  and new employment. They 
have v iv id  memories of p a s t  abuses by employers and 
of p a s t  oppress ion  by governments."l4 

Systematic  d a t a  on unemployment a r e  no t  a v a i l a b l e  

be fo re  1957 bu t  t he  a g r i c u l t u r a l  census of 1346 gave some 
I 



f i g u r e s  on i t s  e f f e c t s  on the  400,000 paid temporary workers 

who c o n s t i t u t e d  one-half of t he  occupied a g r i c u l t u r a l  popu- 

l a t l o n .  Fif ty- two pe rcen t  of t h e s e  workers worked no more 

than four  months i n  a yea r ;  on ly  6% had worked i n  excess  of 
J 

n ine  months.15 A survey of 5,000 f a m i l i e s  throughout Cuba 

between May 1956 and March 1957 gave the  r e s u l t s  i n  Table 

. VIII. This t a b l e  i n d i c a t e s  no t  only a high gene ra l  l e v e l  

of unemployment and under employment c r u c i a l l y  connected with 

t h e  ope ra t ion  of t h e  sugar  i ndus t ry  bu t  a l s o  shows t h a t  even 

a t  the  h e i g h t  of t h e  Zafra  (February t o  A p r i l ) ,  9% remained 

unemployed. In 1957, t h e  United S t a t e s  Chamber of Co~merce 

pub l i ca t ion ,  Investment i n  Cuba, noted t h a t ,  "The s o l u t i o n  / 

t o  t h e  problem of unemployment / i s  a mat te r  of c r e a t i n g  

a l t e r n a t i v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  the  empl-oyment of workers, 

p r imar i ly  those i n  t h e  sugar indus t ry .  "16 Charles Magoon 

had made a  s i m i l a r  s ta tement  h a l f  a century  e a r l i e r ,  p ro-  

g r e s s  i n  Cuba was, a t  bes t ,  slow. 

One of t he  major theses  of Professor  Z e i t l i n ' s  work \ .  

on the  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h i s  economic i n s e c u r i t y  

was a  major c o n t r i b u t o r y  f a c t o r  i n  inducing support  f o r  

t h e  1959 r evo lu t ion .  He quotes  with a.pprova1 the  con- 



c l u s i o n  o f  Zawadski and L a z a r s f i e l d  on a  s t u d y  o f  une~lployed 
> 

P o l i s h  workers i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s :  

"The e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  unemployment a r e  a p r e l i m i n a r y  
s t e p  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  mood b u t  . . . t h e y  do n o t  
lead by themselves  t o  a r e a d i n e s s  f o r  mass a c t i o n .  
M e t a p h o r i c a l l y  speaking,  t h e s e  exper iences  o n l y  
f e r t i l i z e  t h e  ground f o r  r e v o l u t i o n  , they do n o t  
g e n e r a t e  i t .  "17 

Z e i t l i n  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  unemployment and underemployment 

averaged 20.2% i n  1957 and 19% i n  1958.18 The r e s u l t  o f  h i s  

own surveys  o f  p o l i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  "workers 

w i t h  t h e  l e a s t  p r  e  - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  economic s e c u r i t y  a r e  t h e  

I 
ones who a r e  most l i k e l y  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n . " l 9  

Z e i t l i n  a l s o  found t h a t  t h e  Communist P a r t y  had s i g n i -  

f i c a n t l y  h i g h e r  s u p p o r t  b e f o r e  1959 among t h o s e  who had 

exper  i e n c  ed h i g h  unemployment .20  

Unemployment was n o t  conf ined  t o  l abour  r e s o u r c e s .  

Inves  tment i n  Cuba r e p o r t e d  : 

"Few c o u n t r i e s  c a r r y  a h e a v i e r  overhead of u n d e r u t j - l i z e d  
p r o d u c t i v e  f a c i l i t i e s .  Cuba's sugar  m i l l s  work f o r  o n l y  
a  few months a y e a r ,  i t s  r a i l w a y s ,  highways and p o r t s  
hand le  l e s s  t h a n  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  o f  t r a f f i c  and many of 
i t s  i n d u s t r i e s  a r e  handicapped by o b s o l e t e  and i n e f f i c i e n t  
p r o d u c t i o n  p r a c t i c e s  . "21 

The problem i n  Cuba was n o t  one of a  s h o r t a g e  o f  p r o d u c t i c n  



f a c i l i t i e s ,  i t  was n o t  one of an absence of e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l  

s k i l l ,  i t  was n o t  one of a shor tage  of a v a i l a b l e  c a p i t a l  t o  

i nves t ;  t he  problem was one of a socio-economic ~ i l i e u  which 

prohib i ted  r a t i o n a l  expansion and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n .  Accord- 

ing  t o  Investment i n  Cuba, "an impressive c l a s s  of e n t r e -  

preneurs"  ex i s t ed  who, while  gene ra l ly  t i e d  t o  t he  sugar  

indus t ry ,  formed a n  a v a i l a b l e  r e s e r v o i r  of t a l e n t  f o r  more 

d i v e r s e  a c t i v i t i e s .  

The IBRD Report concluded t h a t  i n  Cuba the  problem was 

n o t  one of low c a p i t a l  formation so much a s  the  misa l loca t ion  

of  a v a i l a b l e  c a p i t a l .  From 1947 t o  1949, p r i v a t e  cons t ruc -  

t i on ,  mainly of the  luxury v a r i e t y ,  accounted f o r  25% of 

gross  c a p i t a l  forffiation. Very l i t t l e  was invested i n  new 

ventures  o r  i n  expanding e x i s t i n g  p l a n t s .  23 Inves tment i n  

Cuba noted t h a t  while  by 1956 some new investments had been - 
made, the  s i t u a t i o n  remained fundamentally unchanged. While 

savings aversged 13.1% of the  GNP, 1950-1954, 2772 of t hese  

savings were used f o r  bu i ld ing  cons t ruc t ion  while  a f u r t h e r .  

p o r t i o n  were used t o  purchase fo re ign  a s s e t s . 2 4  

Both Baran and Frank have documented the  view t h a t  



c a p i t a l  shor tage  does not  c o n s t i t u t e  t he  prime problem i n  
- 

underdeveloped coun t r i e s .  The problem l i e s  both i n  the  d i s -  
I_--+._- 

-- 
t r i b u t i o n  of a v a i l a b l e  c a p i t a l  and i n  the  absence of o u t l e t s  

f o r  n a t i v e  investment.  The l a t t e r  problem a r i s e s  because 
-- 

fo re ign  owned and fo re ign  based indus t ry  supply most of t he  

necessary  manufactured goods o r  e s t a b l i s h  l o c a l  assembly 

p l a n t s .  25 

The problem was such t h a t  t he  National  Bank of Cuba, i n  

a r e p o r t  issued i n  1956, questioned the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

maintaining the  l i v i n g  s tandard  of 1947. Investment i n  .- Cuba 

commented: "The d i f f i c u l t i e s  of even maintaining the  1947 

s tandard  of l i v i n g  i n  the  decade ahead (1956-1966) a r e  of 

such propor t ions  a s  c l e a r l y  t o  r e q u i r e  a  very high degree 

of coopera t ion  among the var ious  s e c t o r s  of t he  economy a s  

we l l  a s  sound and aggres s ive  l ezde r sh ip  on the  p a r t  of the  

government. "26 

Economic progress  i n  t he  twent ie th  cen tu ry  i n  Cuba had 

been s l i g h t .  In some m e a s  an  a c t u a l  d e c l i n e  i n  we l f a re  - 
had taken p l ace .  In  1925-1926, 63% of  t h e  Cubans' school-  

age popula t ion  was enro l led  i n  primary school ;  i n  1955 only 



51% were en ro l l ed ,  a  lower enrol lment  than i n  a l l  bu t  t h r e e  

La t in  American count r ies .27  

Cuba, s i n c e  the  e a r l y  1920ts ,  hed s tagnated .  The IBRD 
\ -/ 

r epo r t ed ,  "The p re sen t  per c a p i t a  income of about  $300 i s  

on ly  s l i g h t l y  above t h a t  cf the  19201s."28 Seers concluded, 

"Cuba i n  t he  t h i r t y - f i v e  yea r s  from 1923 t o  1958 
showed l i t t l e  progress .  The s t a g n a t i o n  was more 
s e r i o u s  and l a s t e d  langer  than i n  any o t h e r  
La t in  American economy, except ing perhaps the  
economy of one or  two smal l  and poor na t ions  such 
a s  Bol iv ia  and Haiti.I129 

The w r i t e r  i s  unable t o  f ind  any d a t a  on the  h i s t o r i -  

c a l  development of income d i s t r i b u t i o n .  Lomy Eelson does,  

however, no te  t h a t  i n  t he  f l u c t u a t i o n s  inhe ren t  i n  t he  one 

c rop  economy, t he re  was cons iderable  mob i l i t y  "up and down 

the  s o c i a l  hierachy", and t h a t  "great  masses of t he  poor 

have been pushed f u r t h e r  down the scale" .30 It i s  p o s s i b l e  

t h a t  i f  sys temat ic  d a t a  were c o l l e c t e d ,  they might we l l  

confirm, a s  Baran and Frank suggest  f o r  o the r  c o u n t r i e s ,  

t h a t  w ~ c h  of Cuba's popula t ion  had su f f e red  inmisera t ion  

a s  a r e s u l t  of i m p e r i a l i s t  expansion. 

hother  p o i n t  which should be noted regard ing  income 



d i s t r i b u t i o n  i s  t h a t  while  rac ism i n  Cuba never approached 

t h a t  i n  t h e  south of t he  United S ta t e s ,  those c l a s s i f i e d  

a s  . 'coloureds' - Chinese, blacks and mes t i zoo  - were 

"Predominantly the  'hewers of wood and drawers of water ' 
f o r  t h e  whites."31 

American investment,  which had been d e c l i n i n g  p r i o r  t o  

1950, had increased from 1953 onwards. Tota l  United S t a t e s '  

investment stood a t  $990,000,000 i n  1929, $657,000,000 i n  

1950 and $1,001,000,000 i n  1958.32 In  the  period 1928-1946, 

United S t a t e s 1  overseas investment was , i n  genera l ,  low. 

T o t a l  d i r e c t  investment a c t u a l l y  decl ined from $7,500,000,000 

t o  $7,200,000,000. However, a s  domestic p r o f i t  margins 

began t o  s l x i n k  and earn ings  abroad t o  r i s e ,  fo re ign  d i r e c t  

investment r o s e  from $7,200,000,000 t o  $4O,6OO,OOO,OOO i n  

1963.33 While Cuban investment,  i t  may be assumed, was 

inf luenced by t h e  same gene ra l  f a c t o r s ,  t he  s t a t i s t i c s  a r e  

n o t  what t he  reader  would expect .  In  t he  period 1929-1954, 

United S t a t e s '  investment i n  U , t i n  America r o s e  by 74.3%, . 

whi le  i n  Cuba, t he  va lue  of United S t a t e s '  investment 

dec l ined  by 25.4%. Two f a c t o r s  he lp  t o  exp la in  t h i s  t rend .  



On the  one hand, t he  dep res s ion  of 1929 lowered tlic va lue  

of United States-Cuban hold ings ;  on the  o the r ,  the  major 

i nc reases  i n  United S t a t e s '  investment i n  La t in  America 

were i n  t h e  f i e l d s  of o i l  manufacturing and minera ls .  

Cuba was a r e c i p i e n t  of on ly  a small  amount of manufac- 

t u r i n g  investment and had l i t t l e  t o  o f f e r  i n  the  way of - 1 

-5- ,*, / 
. o i l  and minerals .34 The l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  i nc rease  i n  United 
I 

S t a t e s '  investment i n  Cuba took p l ace  i n  t h e  f i e l d  of  

pub l i c  u t i l i t i e s .  The United S t a t e s ,  i n  1958, owned 90% 

of Cuban telephone and e l e c t r i c a l  s e r v i c e s  and 50% of 

pub l i c  s e r v i c e  ra i lways .  35 

>A 

Two n o t a b l e  changes did t ake  p l ace  i n  t h e  s tFypfure of 

United S t a t e s '  investment i n  Cuba. Most of t h e  Cuban sugar 

i ndus t ry  had, by 1958, passed i n t o  Cuban c o n t r o l  though, 

of course,  t he  market was s t i l l  con t ro l l ed  i n  t he  United 

I S t a t e s .  The s h a r e  of sugar product ion emanating from Cubnn- 

owned sugar  m i l l s  r o s e  from 22.4% i n  1939 t o  58.7% i n  1955. 1 
The American s h a r e  f e l l  from 55% o t  t o t a l  product ion t o  40%. 

-------- - 
The investment of o the r  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  s u f f e r  c.d the  g r e a t c s  t 

d e c l i n e .  Non-Amer i c a n  f o r  eign-owned m i l l s  produced 34% of 

of t he  t o t a l  ou tput  i n  1.939; i n  1955 the  same ca tagory  a c -  

counted f o r  j u s t  over 1% of t o t a l  product ion.  36 



Thc f a l l  i n  nou-American fo re ign  11ol.dings was n o t  con- 

fined t o  sugar .  B r i t i s h  hold ings ,  which included a S ~ C  t i o n  

of t he  ra i lway indus t ry ,  dec l ined  from 44,000,000 pounds i n  

1913 t o  l e s s  than h a l f  a m i l l i o n  pounds by 1955.37 

Control  of t he  Cuban banking s e c t o r  a l s o  passed i n t o  

Cuban hands. Deposits held by Cuban banks r o s e  from 16.8% 

i n  1939 t o  60.2% i n  1950.38 The growth of Cuban-owned 

banks was mainly due t o  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  cap t u r e  new 

bus iness  r a t h e r  than a concomitant d e c l i n e  i n  t he  bus iness  
t 

of foreign-owned banks. They were aided by t h e  adopt ion  

of a pcso monetary system - i n  1951 t h e  United S t a t e s '  

d o l l a r  ceased t o  be l e g a l  tenure  - t he  es tab l i shment  of  a 

n a t i o n a l  bank, and a l e s s  c o n s e n a t i v e  approach t o  f i n a n -  

c i n g  than t h a t  adopted by the  f o r e i g n  banks. Never the less ,  

by 1954, they had s t i l l  n o t  recouped t h e  p o s i t i o n  they held 

i n  1920 when t h e y  had 80% of the  bus iness .39  

In  s p i t e  of t h i s  d e c l i n e  i n  t he  p ropor t ion  of f o r e i g n  

investment,  i n  e a r l y  1960, United S t a t e s '  investment i n  

Cuba was the  second l a r g e s t  i n  La t in  America, exceeded 



only  by Venezuela d ~ e r e  United S t a t e s  ' inves trcent was high 

because of t he  c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e  o i l  i ndus t ry .  D i rec t  United 

S t a t e s '  investment accounted f o r  31.6% of Cubm a g r i c u l t u r e  

and 11.9% of Cuban indus t ry  ( f i g u r e s  a s  of 1957).40 Control  

was more ex tens ive  than  these  f i g u r e s  suggest .  Dudley Seers  

wrote  t h a t  i n  many ways the  Cuban economy-was merely an  ap-  

pendage of t h e  United S t a t e s '  economy and su f f e red  from a 

l ack  of independence which would have hindered any p o l i c y  

of d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n . 4 1  

United S t a t e s '  companies f r e q u e n t l y  invested i n  e s -  , 

t ab l i shed  Cuban concerns or  s e t  up l o c a l  s u b s i d i a r i e s  ,42 

The Cuban branch, became dependent upon the  United S t a t e s  

p a r e n t a l  company, which stood t o  make a handsome p r o f i t  

on i t s  dea l ings  with the  subs id i a ry .43  Cuban c a p i t a l  was 1 
inves ted  i n  col.!.aboration with American c a p i t a l ,  n o t  i n  

compet i t ion  with i t .  

Indus t ry  which was descr ibed  a s  Cuban f r equen t ly  Ee- 

longed t o  n a t u r a l i z e d  c i t i z e n s .  The l a r g e s t  'cuban-owned ' 
sugar e n t e r p r i z e  was omed by J u l i o  Lobo of German o r i g i n ;  

t h e  famous Bacardi Company was owned by t h e  Espins of 



French o r i g i n  and t h e  Boschs of Gernan or ig in .45  One 

searches  i n  v a i n  f o r  t h e  ' n a t i o n a l  bourge ios ie  ' . 

Some f u r t h e r  comments should be made on the  n a t u r e  of 

United S t a t e s t  investment i n  Cuba. While t he  value of United 

S t a t e s '  investment i n  Cuba s t a r t e d  t o  r i s e  a f t e r  1946, n o t  

a l l  of t h i s  i n c r e a s e  i n  investment represented  new c a p i t a l .  

In f a c t ,  whi le  United S t a t e s '  d i r e c t  investment i n  Cuba i n -  

creased from $553,000,000 i n  1946 t o  $713,000,000 i n  1954, 

'i 
t he  t o t a l  n e t  flow of p r i v a t e  c a p i t a l  i n t o  Cuba (of which 

t h e  overwhelming ma jo r i t y  must have been United S t a t e s  ' 
c a p i t a l )  was only $103,400,000. The ma jo r i t y  of new i n -  

vestment took p l ace  from t h e  ploughing back of p r o f i t s .  

Not a l l  p r o f i t s  were r e inves t ed .  In  t he  same period,  pro-  

f i t  remi t tances  abroad averaged $65,300,000.46 Paul Baran I 
wrote,  "The i n c r e a s e  of western a s s e t s  i n  t h e  underdeveloped 

world .,. i s  p r i m a r i l y  a r e s u l t  of t he  reinvestment  zbrogd 

of t he  economic su rp lus  secured abroad. "47 

I n  c a s e  i t  might be thought t h a t  t he  period quoted i s  

excep t iona l  we should n o t e  t h a t  i n  the  war years  a  n e t  

ou t f low of c a p i t a l  funds took p l ace  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  normal 



p r o f i t  remi t tances .  This was p a r t l y  causcd by Cubans i n -  

v e s t i n g  abroad. By 1955 Cuban investments i n  t he  United 

S t a t e s  were est imated a t  $l5O,OOO,OOO.48 In 1952-1958, 

a period of r a p i d l y  r i s i n g  United S t a t e s '  investment,  only 

$120,900,000 of approximately $330,000,000 of new i n v e s t  - 
ment was financed by new c a p i t a l  funds, while  i n  t he  same 

period gross  outf low on dividends and i n t e r e s t  amounted t o  

$369,lOO,OOO. 49 

Cuba was subjec ted  t o  a f u r t h e r  c a p i t a l  d r a i n  i n  t he  

form of remi t tances  s e n t  t o  t he  Spanish mainland by 

Spaniards r e s i d e n t  i n  Cuba. Spaniards dominated the  r e t a i l  

i ndus t ry .  P r i o r  t o  1935, remi t tances  had been between 

t e n  and twenty m i l l i m  d o l l a r s .  By 1955, the  amount had 

f a l l e n  b u t  may s t i l l  have been i n  excess  of $5,000,000.50 

/ 

Foreign co rpo ra t ions  made high pr0f i . t  i n  Cuba. The 

e i g h t  l a r g e s t  American corpora t ions  made a n  average n e t  

p r o f i t  of 23% between 1935 and 1957 though t h i s  high r a t e  

of p r o f i t  was n o t  unusual  f o r  fo re ign  inves to r s .51  The t 

high r a t e  of p r o f i t  l e f t  i t s  mark on Cuba's balance of 

payments . 



Between 1952 and 1958 Cuba su f f e red  a balance of pay- I 
ments d e f i c i t  of n e a r l y  h a l f  a b i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  which was 

covered i n  t h e  main by payments from Cuba's r e se rves .  The , I J  
d e f i c i t  was caused i n  p a r t  by government co r rup t ion ,  which 

a t  t h i s  l e v e l  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  t he  expor t  of c a p i t a l  t o  

f o r e i g n  accounts ,  bu t  t he  major cause of t h e  d e f i c i t  was 

the  f a i l u r e  of merchandise s a l e s  t o  coyer t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

d e f i c i t  on o the r  i tems.  In the  period under examination 

the  d e f i c i t  on the  i tem of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a l o n e  stood a t  

$431,000, 000.52 Cuba, l i k e  o the r  c o u n t r i e s  i n  k t i n  Amertca, 

was forced t o  pay heav i ly  f o r  ' s e rv i ces  '. A.G. Frank c a l -  

c u l a t e s  t h a t  L a t i n  America a s  a whole spends over 60% of i t s  

e n t i r e  f o r e i g n  exchange earn ings  on s e r v i c e s .  5  3  

Between 1950 and 1954 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  accounted f o r  8 .1% 

of payments on c u r r e n t  account.  Remittances of p r o f i t s  

accounted f o r  another  6.9%. In add i t i on ,  Cuba, i n  s p i t e  of 

i t s  l a r g e  t o u r i s t  indus t ry ,  su f f e red  a f u r t h e r  d e f i c i t  on 

t r a v e l  which accounted f o r  4 .1% of expenditures  i n  t he  period 

under cons ide ra t ion ;  o r ,  t o  pu t  the  f i g u r e s  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  

i n  t he  period 1945-1954, whi le  r e c e i p t s  from tourism averaged 

$l7,l.OO, 000, expenditures  averaged $27,6OO,OOO, a n e t  y e a r l y  



d r a i n  of $10,500,000.54 This r e f l e c t s ,  among o the r  th ings ,  ---, ,, -' 
/. . , 

/ t h e  unequal income d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  Cuba. 

1 

Cuba's major t r ad ing  pa r tne r  was t h e  United S t a t e s ,  

which i n  1954 purchased 68.5% of Cuba's expor t s  a s  compared j 
t o  a n  average of 85% between 1941-1945 o r  a n  average of 

76.9% between 1931-1940. the  same period the  United 

S t a t e s  provided 75.3% of Cuba's imports i n  1954, a s  compared 

wi th  a n  average of 81.2% i n  1941-1945 o r  65.4% i n  1931- I 

It was i n e v i t a b l e ,  given both a high degree of s tagna-  

t i o n  and i n s e c u r i t y  and a  high degree of American c o n t r o l  

and investment,  t h a t  America* should r e c e i v e  a conside;.-able 

amount of opprobium f o r  t he  s i t u a t i o n .  Some would a rgue  

t h a t  i m p e r i a l i s m w a s m a d e a s c a p e - g o a t . 5 6  This w r i t e r  would . 

d i sag ree ,  b u t  i n  any event  developments i n  Cuba s u b s t a n t i a t e  

a hypothes is  suggested by G. Balandier,  t h a t  c o n f l i c t s  i n  a 

c o l o n i a l  s i t u a t i o n  become genera l ized  and t ake  the  f e r n  of 

a cha l lenge  t o  t h e  c o l o n i a l  o rder  .57 

In 1935, t h e  Foreign Pol icy  Report had concluded: "The 

cond i t i on ing  in• ’  luenc es ,  both na t iona l .  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  , 



which surround Cuban communism suggest  t h a t  i t  may become 

a major f a c t o r  only i f  t he  fo rces  of na t iona l i sm and c a -  

p i t a l i s m  permit  t h e  Cuban masses t o  f a l l  i n t o  a s t a t e  of 

despe ra t ion  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  p r e v a i l i n g  before  the  f a l l  of 

Machado . "58 

The economic cond i t i ons  of t he  mass of people su f f e red  

no p r e c i p i t o u s  d e c l i n e .  What d id  happen was t h a t  cons t an t  

s t a g n a t i o n  and i n s e c u r i t y  seemed, under t h e  ex i s  t ing cond i - 

t i o n s ,  i n e v i t a b l e .  Then i n  1952, B a t i s t a  se ized  power. The 

Autent icos  had promised the  ' r evo lu t i cn '  b u t  had achieved 

l i t t l e ,  B a t i s t a p r o m i s e d  l e s s  and achieved a t y r a n n y u n -  

p a r a l l e l e d  s i n c e  Machado. The Cuban p o l i t i c a l  system had 

l i t t l e  c l a im  t o  legitamacy. It had n o t  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  

h i s t o r i c  goa ls  of Cuban na t iona l i sm - however vague these  

goa ls  may appear - i t  had n o t  produced a s t r o n g  economy, 

and f i n a l l y ,  i t  had n o t  even preserved democracy. 

Cuba appears  t o  have been a c l a s s i c  example of a 

count ry  whose l i n k s  wi th  a  met ropol i tan  power had r e s -  

t r i c  ted and d i s t o r t e d  i t s  development. I n t e r n a l l y ,  t he  



sugar  c e n t r a l e s  had acted t o  draw t h e  su rp lus  ou t  of the  

colonos, a su rp lus  &ich  i n  t u r n  had been exported t o  t he  

United S t a t e s .  It seemed,as Frank pu t  it, t h a t  "shor t  o f  

l i b e r a t i o n  from t h i s  c a p i t a l i s t  system a s  a whole" Cuba 

was "condemned t o  und erdevelopmentn. 59 

I n  1952 a young lawyer emerged on the  scene, speaking 

i n  t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  language of t he  r evo lu t iona ry  Cubans. 

He promised an  end t o  tyranny, unemployment and i n j u s t i c e .  

~ a t i s t a ' s  coup had served a s  a c a t a l y s t  which wculd b r ing  

t o  t he  f o r e  a new type of Cuban p o l i t i c s  aimed a t  t he  c r e a -  

t i o n  of a  new s o c i a l  o rder .  Castro did n o t  lead a mass 

r evo lu t ion ,  bu t  what he could r e l y  on was t h a t  B a t i s t a  had 

l i t t l e  support  ou t s ide  the  army. %en he gained power he 

could a l s o  r e l y  on a  v a s t  number of Cubans - t h e  blacks,  

t h e  i l l i t e r a t e ,  the  unemployed and the  n a t i o n a l i s t  s tuden t s  - 
t o  back a program of r a d i c a l  char.ge.60 



TABLE V 

HOUSING CONDITIONS I N  CUBA, 1953 
( I n  percentages)  

BUILDINGS 
Ma s onr y 
Wood 
Palm o r  wood tha t ch  
Other 

FLOORS 
T i l e  
Cement 
Wood 
Ear th  
Other 

CONDITIONS 
Good 
F a i r  
Poor 

WHEN BUILT 
Before 1920 
1920 t o  1945 
Af t e r  1945 

LIGHTS 
E l e c t r i c  
Acetylene . 
Kerosene 
Other 

WATER 
I n s i d e  p ip ing  
C i s t e r n  
Outside P ip ing  
River ,  w e l l  o r  s p r i n g  

TOILETS 
Water c l o s e t ,  i n s i d e  
Water c l o s e t ,  o u t s i d e  
Pr ivy  
None 

BATHS 
None 
Tub o r  shower 

REFRIGERATION 
Mechanical 
I c e  
None 

Based on 1,256,594 Liv ing  i ln i t s  (?93,446 urban, 463,148 r u r a l ) .  
Source: ~ e n s o s  de Pobl.acion, Viviendas y E l e c t o r a l ,  1953. 

Reprinted from Seers ,  p.98. 
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TABLE VII 

TYPE OF TENURE 

a d m i n i s t r a t o r  
owner 
r e n t e r  
s u b r  e n t e r  
s h a r e c r o p p e r  
s q u a t t e r  

% OF TAND UNDER CULTIVATION - 

Source:  IBRD Report ,  pp. 90-91. 
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IX. - CONCLUSION 

We have attempted t o  demonstrate t h a t  t h e  Cuban Revolu- 

t i o n  was the  consequence of a s e r i e s  of h i s t o r i c a l  develop-  

ments, t he  most important of which was t h e  emergence i n  

mid-19th century  and s teady  growth of United S t a t e s  econo- 

.mic  i n t e r e s t  i n  Cuba. 

United S t a t e s '  investment i n  Cuba and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  development served t o  devel.op a mono- 

c u l t u r a l  economy i n  Cuba or  i n  A.G.  rank's terms, i t  

served t o  l'un,derdevelop" Cuba. We have attempted t o  provide 

some evidence t o  support  an  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  model t o  

Cuba. 

A d i r e c t  consecpence of United S t a t e s '  investment w a s  

t h e  growth of anti-Americanism i n  Cuba, a sent iment  which 

expressed t h e  nega t ive  p a r t  of Cuban na t iona l i sm.  Ariti- 

Americanism can only be understood, a s  we have pointed out ,  

i n  i t s  soc io-economic con tex t .  High l e v e l s  of unemploymnt 

and p o l i t i c a l  co r rup t ion  were very c l e a r l y  connected with 

American domination. A l i ena t ion  frorr! a s p e c t s  of t he  s o c i a l  

system tended t k e r e f o r e  t o  become genera l ized  i n  oppos i t ion  



t o  the  United S t a t e s .  F i n a l l y ,  many Cubans held the  Unitcd 

S t a t e s  r e spons ib l e  not  on ly  f o r  t h e  a b o r t i o n  of t h e  War of 

Independence but  a l s o  f o r  the  suppress ion  of t he  1933 / 
Revolution. 1 J 

The Cuban Cormnunis t Pa r ty  played a very  important  r o l e  

i n  p o l i t i c i z i n g  Cuban workers and provid ing  a coherent  

i d e o l o g i c a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  quo. On the  o the r  

hand, no coherent  group could be organized i n  defence of 

t h e  s t a t u s  quo. The degree  of American p e n e t r a t i o n  was 

such t h a t  t h e r e  was no n a t i o n a l l y  rooted  governing c l a s s  

i n  Cuba. B a t i s t a  had demons~ra t ed  i n  h i s  1952 ccup t h a t  

t he  Cuban p o l i t i c a l  system had l i t t l e  s t r e n g t h .  By 1958, 

B a t i s t a  could n o t  even count  on the  suppor t  of t h e  Cuban ,. , 
/ ., 
I< 

6' bourgeois ie ,  many of whom gave a c t i v e  o r  p a s s i v e  suppor t  . 
- - , - 

/ ,. - i 
t o  Cas t ro  - though n o t  t o  t he  i d e a  of a s o c i a l i s t  r evo lu -  - ' 

. , 
t i o n . 2  The s t r e n g t h  of t he  Cuban bourge ios ie  can--also -. ---' - -.k ', 

i . . be judged from t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  gene ra t e  any s e r i o u s  j -' d ,.-. <-. / I- 

I I 
c -- 

' - i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c a l  oppos i t i on  t o  the  s o c i a l i s t  s t a g e  of '  

.*. 
., - t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  and from the  speed wi th  which they l e f t  

f o r  t h e i r  i d e o l o g i c a l  and f i n a n c i a l  a l m a  mater ,  t h e  U, S.A.  
i - 



When Gas t r o  came t o  power he had the  support  of most 

of t h e  popula t ion .  He could, i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  r e l y  on the  

t h i r t y  pe rcen t  o r  s o  of t h e  working c l a s s  who, h i s t o r i c a l l y ,  

had supported the  Communist Par ty .  It i s  important t o  

remember t h a t  i n  1933 an  unsuccessfu l  r e v o l u t i o n  had been 

d i r e c t e d  t o  secur ing  ~ u b a ' s  n a t i o n a l  independence. At 

t h a t  time some observers  s e r i o u s l y  r a i s e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

of a Communist r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Cuba. Twenty-six years  l a t e r  

t h e  bas i c  cond i t i ons  i n  Cuban s o c i e t y  remained the  same - 
unemployment, economic s t agna t ion ,  p o l i t i c a l  co r rup t ion  

and American c o n t r o l ,  I n  1933, i t  had been the  tyranny 

of Machado which had provided the  f i n a l  s t raw.  In  1958, 

i t  was t h e  tyranny of B a t i s t a .  The important  d i f f e r e n c e  

was t h a t  i n  1959, t he  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  having defea ted  

B a t i s t a ' s  army, now had a monopo1.y of coe rc ive  power. 

They did n o t  have t o  guard a g a i n s t  an  i n t e r n a l  coup from 

the  army and they were s t rong  enough t o  r e s i s t  t he  a t -  

tempts of  t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  d i v i d e  them. In a d d i t i o n ,  

t h e  r e b e l s  of 1959 remembered 1933. Many, l i k e  ~ u e v a r a ,  

were aware of what happened i n  Guatamala and Bo l iv i a ;  

they were n o t  i nc l ined  t o  r e p e a t  t he  same mistakes.  



Wc have no t ,  b(-cause of l i m i t a t i o n s  of space,  d e a l t  

with the mcthod by which Cnstro se ized  power o r  the  

developments i n  t he  r evo lu t iona ry  movement from 1953 t o  

1959 or  with the  i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l  f o r c e s  which d i c -  

t a t e d  a s o c i a l i s t  s o l u t i o n  once power was s e i z e d .  It i s  

my view t h a t  t he  a n a l y s i s  pu t  forward by M. Z e i t l i n  i s  t h e  

c o r r e c t  one, t h a t  i s  t h a t  t he  Cuban Revolut ion was d r i v e n  

t o  soc i a l i sm by the  r e a c t i o n  of t h e  United S t a t e s  t o  any 

r a d i c a l  moves Cas t ro  made and by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t he  Cuban 

Revolution was t h e  f i r s t  t o  t ake  p l ace  i n  a thoroughly 

c a p i t a l i s s t  s o c i e t y .  What we mean by t h i s  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  

were no )elements of feudal ism a g a i n s t  which t h e  r evo lu -  

t i o n  had t o  be d i r e c t e d  and t h a t  t he  " . . . l a r g e s t  c l a s s ,  

t h e  most cohesive c l a s s ,  t he  most p o l i t i c a l l y  conscious 

c l a s s  ( a s  a c l a s s )  was t h e  working c l a s s ,  a n  organized,  

n a t i o n a l  cohesive c l a s s  

throughout Cuba. "3 TF. e 

smal l ;  p r o l e t a r i a n i z e d ,  

t h a t  spread and s t r e t c h e d  

*. 

Cuban peasan t ry  w a s  numer ica l ly  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l aboure r s  dominated 

w 

i n  t he  coun t rys ide  and i n  a d d i t i o n  the  peasan t ry  was n o t  --... _ -*- 

i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  any cohesive,  l e g i t i m i z i n g  n a t i o n a l  

c u l t u r e .  Ln f a c t ,  t he  peasant ry  i n  t h e  S i e r r a  Maestra 

had come i n t o  c o n f l i c t  with t h e  m i l i t a r y  be fo re  Cas t ro ' s  . . 



arr i v a l  . 

We can  s t a t e  on t h e  b a s i s  of our o m  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  no 

previous a t tempts  p r i o r  t o  1959 t o  improve Cuba's economic 

performance had met wi th  marked success  and t h a t  no pro-  

g r e s s  had been made i n  equa l i z ing  income d i s t r i b u t i o n .  We 

c a l  a l s o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  f a i l u r e  of t h e  Cuban economy t o  

develop was i n t e g r a l l y  l inked with United S t a t e s '  i n v e s t -  

ment i n  and c o n t r o l  over t h e  Cuban economy. Cubans were, 

i n  genera l ,  aware of t h i s .  In f a c t ,  n o t  on ly  had American 

economic domination t o  be broken i f  deve l~prn . .~  a - ~ t  was t o  

t ake  p l ace  but ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  anti-Americanism was such as 

t o  make t h i s  no t  on ly  an  o b j e c t i v e  a n a l y t i c a l  f a c t  bu t  

a l s o  an  i n e v i t a b l e  move once the  oppor tuni ty  a rose .  

S o c i a l i s n  was n o t  on ly  a response of t h e  i n t e r n a l  a l l i a n c e  

of p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e s  and thh e x t e r n a l  r e a c t i o n  of t h e  

United S t a t e s ,  i t  was a r a t i o n a l  response t o  t he  need f o r  

economic development. In Cuba i n  1959 i t  was n o t  p o s s i b l e  

t o  develop an  independent n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l i s m .  As t h e  

United S t a t e s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  pene t r a t e s  t h e  advailced c a p i -  

t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  of Europe, i t  i s  n o t  r e a l i s t i c  t o  argue 

t h a t  an i s l a n d  n i n e t y  mi les  from t h e  United S t a t e s ,  with a 

popula t ion  of s i x  m i l l i o n  could, wi thout  soc ia l i sm,  have 

broken away from United S t a t e s t  c o n t r o l  - even supposing 



t h a t  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  any form could have served to  deve1 .0~ 

Cuba. 

It i s  important t o  not .  t h a t  Cuban h i s t o r y  was a t y p i c a l  

of t h a t  of t he  r e s t  of La t in  America. Cuban independence 

occurred nea r ly  e igh ty  years  a f  t e r  the  mainland s t r u g g l e s .  

American i n t e r v e n t i o n  meant t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  no period of r e a l  

independc ..:e. That i n t e r v e n t i o n  comLined with American 

investment and the  sugar  slump of t h e  1920's meant t h a t  Cuba 

had no n a t i o n a l  governing c l a s s .  America dominated Cuba 

f a r  more than i t  dominated the  o the r  n a t i o n s  of La t in  America 

economically,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  geographica l ly .  This ,  i n  i t s e l f ,  

would suggest  t h a t  we cannot expect  t he  Cuban exper ience  t o  

be repea ted  elsewhere. Even i f  we hold every th ing  e l s e  con- 

s t a n t ,  we would n o t  expect  a g u e r i l l a  s t r u g g l e  t o  accomplish 

a r e v o l u t i o n  with such r e l a t i v e  ease  i n  a count ry  where the  

r u l i n g  c l a s s  had s t rong  r o o t s  i n  t he  count ry  - p a r t i c u l a r l y  

i n  t he  r u r a l  a r e a s  - and an  au ra  of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  and 

n a t i o n a l  leg i t imacy.  But perhaps even more important  than  

the  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  of Cuba i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

never aga in  w i l l  t he  United S t a t e s  be caught  unawares, never 

aga in  w i l l  t h e  upper c l a s s e s  i n  La t in  Aner ica  favour a 

r a d i c a l  ' r e former '  over a bloody d i c t a t o r .  The Cuban Revolu- 

t i o n  served t o  c a l l  t he  people of L a t i n  America t o  arms, t o  



renew t h e i r  f i g h t  f o r  l i b e r t y .  It a l s o  served t o  a rouse  the  

owners of t h e  con t inen t  t o  redouble t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  r e t a i n  

con t ro l .  The dea th  of Che Guevara, In Bolivia ,  was a symbol 

of t h i s  s t r u g g l e ,  bu t  i t  was n o t  t he  end. The Cuban Revolu- 

t ion, reminded r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  everywhere t h a t  h i s  t o r y  

i s  on our s i d e .  -- , . 
-" ? 
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and A n t i l l e s  co lon ie s :  
(1) had no remaining n a t i v e  popu la t i on  
(2) a t  t h e  same time d i d  no t  have a  s l a v e  economy approach- 

i n g  t h e  p ropor t i ons  of t h e  B r i t i s h  West I n d i e s  o r  H a i t i  
whcre 30,000 whi tes  t r i e d  t o  main ta in  c o n t r o l  cve r  
500,000 b l acks .  

(3)  Cuba conta ined  f a r  more Peninsu la res  (Spanish-born r e -  
s i d e n t s )  and l o y a l i s t s  emigres than  the  o t h e r  co lon ie s .  

c f .  R. Blackburn, c p . c i t . ,  p.55. 
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e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  accepted by a  meeting of poor whi tes  i n *  
Havana and j u s t  a s  qu ick ly  r e j e c t e d  by t h e  Junta  S u p e r i o ~  
of  Cuba r e p r e s e n t i n g  upper c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s .  With on ly  2% 
of t h e i r  popula t ions  of Afr ican  o r i g i n  t h e  mzinland color , ies  
could  a f f o r d  t h e  l u x u r i e s  of independence, bu t  f o r  t h e  Cuban 
landowners, independence might have c o s t  them t h e i r  s l a v e s ,  
a p r i c e  they  were no t  w i l l i n g  t o  pay. R. Blackburn, o p . c l t . ,  
p. 55. 

P. Foner, o p . c i t . ,  pp.81-89. 



R. Blackburn,  o p . c i t . ,  p.55. One h i s t o r i a n  w r i t e s ,  
"when t h e  Wars of Independence ended no r e a l  s o c i a l  
r e v o l u t i o n  had occur red .  The s t r u c t u r e  o f  c o l o n i a l  
s o c i e t y ,  i n h e r i t e d  from Spain ,  remained e s s e n t i a l l y  
u n a l t e r e d .  To t h e  mass o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h e  change 
o f  m a s t e r s  was of no g r e a t  consequence." G. Pendle ,  
A H i s t o r y  of L a t i n  America, Great  B r i t a i n ,  1963, 
p. 86. 

c f .  P. Foner,  o p . c i t . ,  pp.lOO-123. 

The f r e e  negroes  and m u l a t t o e s  played a  f u l l  p a r t  i n  
t h e  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  s l a v e r y .  Denied p o l i t i c a l  and s o -  
c i a l  e q u a l i t y ,  t h e i r  own advancement depended upon 
e l i m i n a t i n g  s l a v e r y .  Foner, o p . c i t . ,  p.51. 

C,L.R. James wro te  o f  t h e  H a i t i a n  poor w h i t e s ,  " the  
d i s t i n c t i o n  between a  w h i t e  man and a  man of c o l o u r  
was f o r  them fundamental .  It was t h e i r  a l l . "  C.L.R. 
James, o p . c i t . ,  p.23. A s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  was obssrved 
i n  t h e  American s o u t h  though i n  t h e  s o u t h  t h e r e  were 
p e r i o d s  o f  u n i t y  between poor w h i t e s  and b l a c k s .  
c f .  C. van woodhard, The S t r a n g e  Career  o f  J i m  Crow, 
New York, 1957. 
Cuba does  n o t  seem t o  have s u f f e r e d  t h e  same pheno- 
mena which by c r e a t i n g  a  d i v i s i o n  among t h e  oppressed  
m i l i t a t e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  growth o f  a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a l t e r -  
n a t i v e .  It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  any c o n s i s t e n t  ex-  
p l a n a t i o n  o f , t h i s .  P a r t i a l l y  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  
development o f  u n i t y  i n  Cuba c a n  be s e e n  i n  t h e  r e a l i -  
z a t i o n  o f  t h e  pro-independence w h i t e s ,  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  
was s l a v e r y  a  profound o b s t a c l e  on t h e  way t o  indepen-  
dence b u t  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  s l a v e s  and e x - s l a v e s  would 
p rov ide  v a l u a b l e  s u p p o r t  a g a i n s t  t h e  Spagish and p ro-  
Spanish Cubans. I n  a d d i t i o n  t h e  profound a n t i - r a c i s m  
of  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r s ,  b l a c k  and w h i t e ,  must 
have had i t s  impact on t h e  rank  and f i l e .  Foner n o t e s  
t h a t  even i n  t h e  e a r l y  days of t h e  indcpendcnce move- 
ment, f r e e  b l a c k s  and s l a v e s  were welcomed. P.Foner, 
o p . c i t . ,  p.107. Th is  does  n o t  mean t h a t  r a c i s m  was 
a b s e n t  from working c l a s s  movements. The fo rmat ion  of ' 
Mutual Aid S o c i e t i e s ,  i n  t h e  18501s ,  t h e  p r e c u r s o r s  o f  
t h e  Cuban t r a d e  union,  was a l o n g  r a c i a l  l i n e s .  P. Foner,  
A H i s t ~ r r y  o f  Cuba and I t s  R e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  United ---- 
S t a t e s ,  V . 1 1 ,  New York, 1963, pp.138-139. 



29. P. Foner, o p . c i t . ,  V. I, pp. 52-54 and 77. One t r a v e l l e r  
t o  Cuba noted i n  1859 "according t o  t h e  s t r i c t n e s s  of 
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honour, t r u s t  o r  emolument i n  Cuba." Richard Henry Dana, 

. i n  R.F. Smith, ed. ,  o p . c i t . ,  p.88. 

30. P.Foner, op . c i t . ,  V . 1 ,  p.108. 

31. u., p.95. The problem was overcome by s'muggling. 
Le Riverend, o p . c i t . ,  p.157, and by Spanish l a x i t y .  
P. Foner, op . c i t . ,  V . 1 ,  p.108. 

32. P. Foner, o p . c i t . ,  V.1,  pp.112-118. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  
t o  no t e  t h a t  t h e  t e r s e  s logan  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  
Independencia o Muerte bore s i m i l a r i t y  t o  one which 
emerged n e a r l y  140 yea r s  l a t e r  - ' P a t r i a  o Muerte' . 

33. Suspected Negroes were t i e d  t o  a l adde r  and lashed ,  
hence ' ~ a  Esca le ra '  ( t h e  s t a i r c a s e ) .  P. Foner, o p . c i t . ,  
V.1,  p.214. 

34. F. O r t i z ,  Cuban Counterpoint:  Tobacco and Sugar, New 
York, 1947, p.49. By 1861 mechanization was l a r g e l y  
completed. Out of 1,442 m i l l s ,  949 were operated by 
steam power. United S t a t e s  Department of Commerce, 
Investment i n  Cuba, Washington, 1956, p.35. 

35. According t o  Leyland Jenks, whi le  product ion  of sugar 
increased  from 90,000 tons t o  300,000 tons  between 1827 
and t h e  e a r l y  501s ,  t h e  number of sugar  m i l l s . i n c r e a s e d  
only  from 1,000 t o  1 ,500.  L. Jenks,  Our Caban Colony, 
New York, 1928, p.25. Af t e r  1860, t h e  number of m i l l s  
began t o  d e c l i n e  according t o  one source from 2,000 
i n  1860 t o  1,190 i n  1877. Guerra y Sanchez, op .c i t - . ,  
p.63. 

3 6 .  Le Riverend, o p . c i t . ,  pp.138-139. According t o  t h e  1850 
census,  t o t a l  popula t ion  was 1,247,230 (605,560 white;  
205,570 f r e e  Negroes - Free Negroes o r i g i n a l l y  emerged 
from t h e  p r a c t i c e  of h i r i n g  s l a v e s  out-. Everything t h e  
s l a v e  made above h i s  r equ i r ed  work a l l o tmen t  could be 
s e t  a s i d e  t o  buy h i s  freedom. Others  escaped from s l a -  
very  by f l e e i n g  t o  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  of t he  i s l a n d  o r  by 
s e t t i n g  up ' sma l l  co lon ie s '  i n  t he  h i l l s .  Mulattoes r e -  
s u l t e d  from i l l i c i t  unions between s l a v e  owners and  b lack  



women. Some were f r e e d ,  o t h e r s  took t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e i r  
mothers. P. Foner, o p . c i t . ,  V.1, pp. 50-51; 436,000 
s l aves ) .  
According t o  t h e  1862 census,  t o t a l  popula t ion  was 
1,359,238 (728,957 wh i t e s ;  34,050 A s i a t i c ;  7,439 Yucate- 
cans  - t h e s e  two groups i nd i ca t ed  t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  
Cuban l a n d l o r d ' s  search  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  cheap labour . ,  
Wth groups came under c o n t r a c t ;  4,521 Emancipados - t h e  
Emancipados were Afr icans  taken  from captured s l a v e  sh ips .  
They were, accord ing  t o  t h e  law, t o  be placed i n  s e r v i c e  
f o r  from f i v e  t o  seven years ,  then  s e t  f r e e .  I n  f a c t ,  
many were worked t o  dea th  and o t h e r s  re -ens laved .  P. Poner, 
o p . c i t . ,  V.1, pp. 189-191; 221,417 f r e e  Negroes; 368,550 
s l a v e s ) .  Hence, whi le  popula t ion  had r i s e n ,  t h e  number 
o f  s l a v e s  had dec l ined  cons iderab ly .  P. Foner, o p . c i t . ,  
V , I ,  p.212, V . 1 1 ,  p.128. 
C.A. Page e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  f r e e  labour  i n  employment r o s e  
from 105,000 i n  1841 t o  316,000 i n  1861. To coun te rac t  
t h e  d imin ish ing  q u a n t i t y  and r i s i n g  p r i c e  of s l a v e s ,  . 

c o n t r a c t  l abour  was introduced,  between 1853 and t h e  l a s t  
impor ta t ion  i n  1873, 132,435 Chinese embarked f o r  Cuba. 
Others  were imported from t h e  Yucatan, bu t  on t h e  whole 
c o n t r a c t  l abour  was not  very  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  C.A. Page, 
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