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ABSTRACT 

The f i r s t  chap te r  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  exp la i ns  why t h e  Cuban C.P .  f a i l e d  

- - -, 
t o  make t he  rev01 u t i o n  o f  1959, b u t  i ns tead  managed t a l a ~ i e n a t f l t s e l  f f rom 

n e a r l y  every  n a t i o n a l i s t  and l e f t i s t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  i n  Cuba d u r i n p  t h e  

years  1925 through 1958. 

The second chap te r  t r a c e s  the  r e v e r s a l  o f  Cuban r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t he  

U.S.A. and t h e  U.S.S.R. f rom 1960 t o  1962 and assesses t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  

Cuban C . P .  i n  these changing r e l a t i o n s .  

The t h i r d  chap te r  o f  t h e  paper t r aces  t h e  f o rma t i on  o f  t h e  I n t e g r a t e d  

Rev01 u t i o n a r y  Organ iza t ions  (OR1 ) and t he  changes undergone by t h e  Cuban C .  P. 

as a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  process. 

The f o u r t h  chap te r  d iscusses t h e  f o rma t i on  o f  t h e  Un i t ed  P a r t y  o f  t he  

S o c i a l i s t  Revo lu t i on  and shows t h a t  much o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t he  Cuban C.P. 

from 1962 onward can be unders tood i n  terms o f  a  purge o f  communist o l d  

guard i n  f avo r  o f  F i d e l i s t a  f o r ces .  

The f i n a l  chap te r  o f  t h i s  paper descr ibes  t he  p roaress  t h a t  has been 

mdde i n  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  Corrllnunist P a r t y  o f  Cuba (PCC) and t h e  comple t ion  

... o f  t he  F i d e l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  Cuban C.P. ,,, 
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

The PSP remained a party of the poor, highly 
disciplined, devoted, and often persecuted. 
And then someone e lse  made the revolution in 
i t s  place, and i n  so doing cas t  doubt on a1 1 
i t s  tbeor$g_ss. t a c t '  Td I- - 
P q t r e .  A party e d  --- convinced tha t  i t  had a monopoly i n  t h i s  f i e l d  
was suddenly forced to  stand by almost idly 
w h i  1 e soci a1 i sm t r i  umphed a1 1 around. 1 

One of the key concepts used throughout t h i s  thesis  is tha t  

the Cuban C.P .  was dominated -. by the U.S.S.R. from i t  inception i n  
-.-a~- - 

1925 until  the beginning of the ; 'Fidelizationl'  of the party in 1961. 

I t  i s  t h i s  U.S.S.R. dominance of the party on the one hand and the 

profound national i s t i c  nature of Fidel Castro' s rev01 ution i n  1959, 

on the other hand, tha t  explain the struggle between Fidel and the 

"old guard I t  during the 1960's. 

T h i s  chapter i s  an attempt to  indicate the extent to  which 

the Cuban C.P.  was dominated by the U.S.S.R. from 1925 until  1959, 

a domination tha t  explains not only why the Cuban C.P.  f a i led  to  

make the revolution in 1959 b u t  why the party alienated i t s e l f  from 

nearly every na t ional i s t  and l e f t i s t  pol i t ical  party in Cuba during 

the years 1925 through 1959. 

Since a ''complete" history of the party throughout the years 

1925 to  1959 would enta i l  a volume in i t s e l f  I have focused th i s  



chapter on the  legacy o f  the  Comintern, and how t h i s  legacy l e d  the  

p a r t y  t o  adopt the  p rec i se  revo lu t i ona ry  scheme f o r  developing count r ies  

as expounded by t h e  U.S.S.R.; a  scheme t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  th ree  

major miscalcu1at ions on t h e  p a r t  o f  the  p a r t y  and r e s u l t e d  i n  the  

Cuban C.Y. ' s  a1 i e n a t i o n  f rom o the r  oppos i t i on  --~ .. p o l i t i c a l  -- "...--.- padrt&s i n -  , 

Cuba . 

The General S t r i k e  o f  1933 and the  p a r t  p layed i n  the s t r i k e  

by the  Cuban C.P. was t o  r e s u l t  no t  on l y  i n  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  t he  p a r t y  

from o the r  Cuban p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  bu t  i n  a  concentrated a t t a c k  on the 

p a r t y  by the  Cuban l e f t ;  an a t t ack  which l e n t  i t s e l f  t o  the  "unholy" 

entente of the  Cuban C.P. and the  Cuban r i g h t .  The PSP - B a t i s t a  

a l l i i l n c e  was ir! tur r !  t c  7ead t o  ever; fiirther a l i e n a t i o r ~  o f  t i le  p a r t y  

from the  Cuban people and t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s .  The t h i r d  m o d ?  3 
d 

notable m i s c a l c u l a t i o n  o f  the p a r t y  was i t s  dec i s i on  i n  1952 t o  n o t  

on l y  adopt the  Soviet  model o f  ' 'peaceful '* t r a n s i t i o n  b u t  1  i ke a l l  o the r  

non-rev01 u t i o n a r y  groupings t o  oppose F ide l  Castro ' s  i n s u r r e c t i o n .  It - - -  - -. 
'. 

was no t  u n t i l  mid-1958 t h a t  the p a r t y  f i n a l  l y ' w l i z e d  t h a t  F i d e l  

had a  good chance t o  w in  h i s  struggle,and al ignment w i t h  F ide l  a t  t h i s  

l a t e  p o i n t  f u r t h e r  r e i n f o r c e d  the  Cuban peop le 's  n o t i o n  o f  the  p a r t y  as 
- -----I 

b a s i c a l l y  oppo r tun i s t i '  . F 
(i) - The Legacy o f  the  Comintern 

The Comun is t  Pa r t y  o f  Cuba (PCC) was founded August 16, 1925, 



as a  sec t i on  o f  the  T h i r d  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  The Second Congress (1920) 

o f  the Comintern es tab l i shed  the  dominat ion o f  the  Sov ie t  CP over the 

o the r  CP's by adopt ing the  twenty cond i t i ons  prescr ibed by Lenin. 

These twenty cond i t i ons  de f ined  the charac ter  o f  the  Comintern as a  

s ing le ,  wor ld  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o rgan iza t ion  composed o f  na t i ona l  sec t ions ,  

each o f  which was dedicated t o  the  overthrow o f  t he  es tab l i shed 

government o f  i t s  own country .  According t o  the  Sov ie t  newspaper 

I z v e s t i a  ( J u l y  16, 1920), the  purpose o f  t he  Comintern was 'The 

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  complete u n i t y  o f  t a c t i c s  i n t o  the  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  head- 

quar te rs  f o r  a p r o l e t a r i a n  u p r i s i n g  aga ins t  wor ld  imper ia l i sm" .  2  

The Sov ie t  Union was, o f  course, t o  serve as "headquarters" 

. . "lcL3r-,3; i;pr;s;ng. 'L"'.- "--- 2 ' -  "-..." - - - - -  f ~ r  the  n - - I n +  a I l l U 3 ,  I L 3  ; ~ ~ ~ e ~ t i ~ i i  t he  F?CC 

conceived i t s e l f  t o  be a  dependent a l l y  o f  t he  U.S.S.R. ,  and a t  t he  

same t ime the  U S o r l d  -. r e v o l u t i o n  aga ins t  
-.- 

imper ia l ism.  - --- 

During the  "hard l i n e "  per iods o f  Comintern a c t i v i t y ,  the  

Cuban CP and o t h e r  L a t i n  American CP's were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  polemic ize 

aga ins t  non-communist l e f t i s t s  and t o  re fuse  j o i n t  a c t i o n  w i t h  the  

l a t t e r  i n  the  p o l i t i c a l  arena and labour  movement. The r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  

sec tar ian ism was o f t e n  p o l i t i c a l  i s o l a t i o n  i f  n o t  t o t a l  impotence f o r  

the L a t i n  American CP's. 

I n  the  p e r i o d  1935-1945 and du r i ng  the  present  p o s t - S t a l i n  

per iod ,  the  Moscow o r i e n t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist movement has 

adopted " s o f t  l i n e "  t a c t i c s .  This  more p l i a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  l i n e  has 



TABLE I 

COMMUNIST PARTY OF CUBA - EXISTENCE AS A MAJOR 

PARTY OR FRONT PARTY 

Communist Pa r t y  o f  Cuba 
( P a r t i d o  Comuni s t a  de Cuba) 

Cornmyi s t Revol u t i  onary Union 
(Union Revo luc ionar ia  Comi u n i s t a )  

integrated Revol u t i  onary Organizat ions 
(Organi zaciones Revol uc i ona r i as  In tegradas)  

Un i ted  P a r t y  o f  t h e  Soc ia l  ist,Revolution 
( P a r t i d o  Unido de l a  Revolucion S o c i a l i s t a )  

Communist Pa r t y  o f  Cuba 
( P a r t i d o  Comunista de Cuba) 



a l lowed L a t i n  American CP's t o  p a r t i a l l y  i n t e g r a t e  i n t o  t h e i r  

r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s '  p o l i t i c a l  process. 3 

From 1935 on, t h e  " u n i t e d  f r o n t "  t a c t i c  became more f u l l y  

developed as Moscow became i n c r e a s i n g l y  aware o f  t h e  f a s c i s t  and Nazi 

t h r e a t  t o  t h e  U.S.S.R. As a  r e s u l t ,  t he  Comintern recommended 

p o l i t i c a l  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  a n t i - F a s c i s t  groups. 

The Twent ie th  Congress of  t he  S o v i e t  CP saw t h e  beg inn ing  o f  

Khrushchev' s  de-S ta l  i n i z a t i o n  campaign. Khrushchev r e v i s e d  t he  "o ld  " 

view t h a t  l i n k e d  t h e  w o r l d  S o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  i n e v i t a b l e  imper ia -  

l i s t  wars. I n  a  n u c l e a r  age, war was c l e a r l y  o u t  o f  the  ques t i on ;  

i n s tead  t he  wo r l d  r e v o l u t i o n  would con t inue  under p m n d i  t i o n s .  

... t rans fo rm  pa r l i amen t  f rom an i ns t r umen t  s e r v i n g  t h e  
c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  bourgeo is ie  i n t o  an i ns t r umen t  
s e r v i n g  t h e  work ing  people,  l aunch  an e x t r a - p a r l i a m e n t a r y  
s t r ugg le ,  smash t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  o f  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  f o r c e s  
and c r e a t e  t h e  necessary c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  peacefu l  
r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n .  4 

A1 though t h i s  p o l i c y  d i d  n o t  r u l e  o u t  v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

s t r u g g l e ,  i t  d i d  l i m i t  i t  t o  o n l y  those s i t u a t i o n s  i n  which t he  l o c a l  

r u l i n g  c lasses  had e l i m i n a t e d  a1 1  peacefu l  a1 t e r n a t i v e s  o f  s t r u g g l e .  
5 

I n  s h o r t ,  by  1959, t h e  Cuban CP and o t h e r  L a t i n  American CP's 

were committed t o  making t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  by " . . . d i r e c t i n g  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  

toward c r e a t i o n  of broad n a t i o n a l  f r o n t s ,  r e c r u i t i n g  new dues-paying 



members, i n c r e a s i n g  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  p a r t y  press, open p o l i t i c a l  

a g i t a t i o n ,  and e l e c t o r a l  a c t i v i t y "  . 6 

The dominance o f  t h e  Cuban CP by t he  U.S.S.R. goes f a r  i n  

e x p l a i n i n g  n o t  o n l y  t h e  CP's i n a b i l i t y  t o  ga in  t he  popu la r  suppor t  

o f  Cubans, b u t  i n s t e a d  t o  a l i e n a t e  themselves_"..from o t h e r  opposi t ion.  
A/ -.--"-_--.- .-.. ."--.u-.-- 

pa l  i t i c ~ i a r t i  esjn,Cuba. ---..-- By adopt ing  t he  p r e c i s e  rev01 u t i  onary 

scheme o f  t he  U.S.S.R. f o r  developed coun t r i es  o f  Europe, t h e  Cuban 

CP made s i m i l a r  mis takes throughout  t he  p e r i o d  1925-1959; mistakes 

t h a t  c o s t  them t h e i r  p l ace  as leaders  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  

(ii) The General S t r i k e  o f  1933 

By 1933 t h e  PCC had succeeded i n  c r e a t i n g  a  ded ica ted  l eade r -  
/ 

sh ip  made up o f  young i n t e l l e c t u a l s  such as Ruben ~ a r t q n e z  V i l  lena.  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  the  PCC had gained c o n t r o l  o f  t he  Cuban L la t ional  Confede- 

r a t i o n  o f  Workers (CNOC). 7  

On August 2, 1933, a  bus depot i n  t he  c a p i t a l  went on s t r i k e ,  

and w i t h i n  two days t h e  e n t i r e  t r a n s p o r t  system o f  Havana was para lyzed.  

By August 6, t h e  s t r i k e  had spread throughout  t h e  e n t i r e  i s l a n d .  On 

August 7, rumors were f l y i n g  t h a t  t h e  d i c t a t o r  Machado had res igned 

and t he  people o f  Havana took  t o  t h e  s t r e e t s  i n  c e l e b r a t i o n .  Machado's 

p o l i c e  f o r c e  opened f i r e  on them and dozens were k i l l e d .  



W i  t h i n  two days Machado had o f f e red  t h e  Communist , c o n t r o l  l e d  

Cen t ra l  S t r i k e  Committee a l l  t h e  c la ims  demanded b y  t h e  Committee. 

On August 10, ~ & a r  V i l a r ,  i n  t h e  name o f  t h e  Cuban Labor Confederat ion,  

gave o rders  f o r  a  resumpt ion of work a t  noon o f  August 11. 

The workers d is regarded  t he  o rder ,  and by August 11, t h e  

genera l  s t r i k e  had p r e c i p i t a t e d  a  m i l i t a r y  u p r i s i n g ,  thus  f o r c i n g  

Machado t o  f l e e  t h e  i s l a n d .  

U .S. Ambassador Sumner We1 lcs ar ranged w i t h  Machado' s  o f f i c e r s  

f o r  t h e  access ion o f  Car los  Manuel de dsPedes  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  

P res iden t .  d s p e d e s  was appa ren t l y  ". . .acceptab le  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  

upper c l a s s  and most o f  t h e  p o l i t i c i a n s , b u t  t h e  masses, t h e  s tuden ts ,  

t h e  ana rch i s t s ,  t h e  communists though t  d i f f e r en t l y " .  8 

.--- On September 4, a,-sgbgeants r e v  l e d  by Fu lqenc io  B a t i s t a  
\--.-'""@- 

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  t a k i n g  o f  power by a  f ive-man j u n t a  p res i ded  over  by 
1 

Ramon Grau San ~ a r t - f n .  The Communists, pu rsu ing  t h e i r  program o f  

sec ta r i an i sm  n o t  o n l y  r e fused  t o  cooperate w i t h  Grau 's  government, b u t  

proceeded t o  s e t  up t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  " s o v i e t s "  among t h e  sugar workers.  

By t h e  end o f  September, some t h i r t y - s i x  sugar m i l l s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  30% 

o f  t h e  i s l a n d s '  sugar c r o p  were i n  t h e  hands o f  t h e  workers .  Y 

Grau reac ted  b y  sending i n  t roops  t o  s e i z e  t h e  sugar m i l l s .  

By January 14, t h e  Grau government and t he  " l e f t "  as a  whole had been 

weakened t o  the  p o i n t  where B a t i s t a  cou ld  f o r c e  t h e  government t o  r e s i g n .  



B a t i s t a  t h e r e a f t e r  became t h e  s t r o n g  man i n  Cuban p o l i t i c s  f o r  t h e  

nex t  t e n  years ,  a l t hough  he h e l d  no formal  government p o s i t i o n .  

The Communists were, o f  course, a t t acked  by  t h e  o the  

o p p o s i t i o n  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  s t r  

t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  suppor t  t h e  Grau government. 

r 

i k e  and 

I n  January 1934 t h e  Comintern sen t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  Cuba 

and e f f e c t i v e l y  purged t h e  PCC. Olas Roca rep laced  V i  1  l e n a  on the  

Cent ra l  Committee and a l l  o f  V i l l e n a ' s  suppor te rs  were removed f rom 

t h e  Cen t ra l  Committee; i n  f a c t ,  most o f  t he  " i n t e l l e c t u a l s "  ended up 

l e a v i n g  t h e  p a r t y  a l t o g e t h e r .  10 

The Seventh and f i n a l  Congress o f  t h e  Comintern, h e l d  i n  

1935, adopted t h e  t a c t i c  o f  t h e  " u n i t e d  f r o n t "  and as such s e t  t h e  

s tage f o r  y e t  ano ther  b lunder  by t h e  Cuban CP. A t  t h e  Congress, i t  

was dec ided t h a t  f asc i sm  was t h e  number one enemy o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  people 

and a  " u n i t e d  f r o n t "  ( t h a t  i s ,  an a l l i a n c e  o f  a l l  opponents o f  fasc ism 

i n  each coun t r y )  was necessary t o  combat fasc ism.  

I n  f a c t ,  t h e  Cuban CP ended up a p o l o g i z i n g  f o r  t h e i r  p a s t  

sec ta r ian ism:  



The basic e r ror  of the party consisted in 
mechanically se t t ing  the class  in te res ts  
of the pro le ta r ia t  against the in te res ts  
of the national l iberat ion struggle, the 
aims of the bourgeois democratic, agrarian 
and anti-imperial i s t  revolution i n  Cuba.. . 
This.. .position objectively f ac i l i t a t ed  the 
coming t o  power of the present reactionary 
government . 11 

Shortly a f t e r  the Seventh Congress of the Comintern, Blas 

Roca, the new leader of 

Assembly of the Central 

the PCC, addressed the Sixteenth Plenary 

Committee of the Cuban Party. 12 

Bat is ta ,  t ha t  national t r a i t o r  i n  the pay of 
the imperial is ts ,  the fai thful  executioner 
of the orders of Caffery, has drowned the 
March (general) s t r i k e  i n  blood, has turned 
the university in to  a barracks, has smashed 
the workers trade unions and burned down 
the i r  headquarters, has destroyed the Medical 
Federation of Cuba, has f i l l e d  the prisons 
w i t h  more than 3,000 men and women, and 
ado1 escent defenders of 1 i berty and democracy, 
has unleashed a barbarous t e r ro r  campaign of 
street murder against  a1 l anti  -imperial i s t  
~ a r t i e s  . and would now 1 i ke to  ~ r o f  i t from -- 
~ I S  temporary victory b l iquidat ing the 
rev01 ution a1 together. q3 

Blas Roca went on t o  ca l l  fo r  a united f ront  of a l l  Cuban 

pol i t ica l  par t ies  against  the f a s c i s t  Batista;  a ca l l  fo r  unity that  

a l l  par t ies  ignored, since d i s t rus t  of the Communists was s t i l l  

prevalent as a r e su l t  of the i r  actions in the strike of 1933, and 

the i r  f a i lu re  t o  support the Grau government. 

By l a t e  1937, Batista had realized tha t  he would have t o  



l i b e r a l i z e  h i s  government somewhat if he were n o t  t o  go down i n  

Cuban h i s t o r y  w i t h  a r e p u t a t i o n  as hated a t y r a n t  as Machado. I n  

an a t tempt  t o  ga i  n some degree o f  popu la r  suppor t  ,- Batista-allohled 

the Commldnists t o  o rgan ize  a " f r o n t "  p a r t y  c a l l e d  P a r t i d o  ~ n i o ' n  

Rev01 u c i o n a r i a  (PUR). 

From t h e  Communist p o i n t  o f  view t h e  new p a r t y  was i n  

keeping w i t h  t h e  U.S.S.R. " s o f t "  l i n e  approach o f  p r e s e n t i n g  a 
---,_- 

u n i f i e d  f r o n t .  The l eade r  o f  PUR was t o  be Juan M a r i n e l l o  and 

i n c l  uded such famous Cubans as Sai vador  arcf fa Ag ie ro  , ~i co1 i s  

~ u i  1 l i n ,  Augusto ~ o d r f ~ u e z  Miranda, D r .  Anton io  ~ a c g a s  and Juan 
/ 

Areva lo .  

The next t h r e e  years  saw the U . S . S . R .  and her t r a d i t i z n a l  

enemies - t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  o f  Europe - moving c l o s e r  t oge the r  

i n  t h e i r  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  fasc ism.  By J u l y  o f  1938 B las  Roca d e l i v e r e d  

an address t o  t h e  P a r t y  Cen t ra l  Committee i n  Havana; an address 

i n  which h i s  p o s i t i o n  o f  1935 i s  reversed:  

We must remember B a t i s t a ' s  s o c i a l  o r i g i n s .  
A l though he has grown r i c h ,  l i k e  a l l  t h e  
new o f f i c e r s ,  and a l though  he can now be 
descr ibed  as a man o f  p rope r t y ,  r e a c t i o n a r y  
and a r i s t o c r a t i c  c i r c l e s  con t i nue  t o  t r e a t  
h im as a mere sergeant ,  a man i n  whom they  
cannot p l a c e  t h e i r  t r u s t .  Moreover, h i s  l i n k s  
w i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement a r e  s t i  11 
ve ry  s t rong ;  he i s  s t i l l  f r i e n d l y  w i t h  h i s  



messmates - sergeants ,  c o r p o r a l s  and 
p r i v a t e s  - a l l  o f  whom remember h i s  oa th  
o f  l o y a l t y  t o  Cuba. I f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  f o r c e  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t i d e  
which, i n  September 1933, drove t h i s  man 
t o  f i g h t  t h e  then government, con t inues  
t o  exe rc i se  a p u l l  on him and on a l l  t he  
o t h e r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  these events .  14 

Roca went on t o  say t h a t  an agreement cou ld  be reached 

between t he  PCC and B a t i s t a  p r o v i d i n g  B a t i s t a ' s  a t t i t u d e s  toward 

democracy, soc i  a1 c o n d i t i o n s  and Cuban independence improve somewhat . 

I n  May o f  1938, t h e  P a r t y  was p e r m i t t e d  t o  p u b l i s h  i t s  d a i l y  

newspaper, - H*, which by 1939 had become the  o f f i c i a l  organ o f  t h e  

newly founded Cuban Workers Confederat ion (CTC). Hoy soon a f t e r  became 

one o f  the  major Cuban d a i l y  newspapers. I 5  

By September 13, 1938,_ -.../- t h e  _,.-_ PCC was g iven  1 egal  r e c o g n i t i o n  by 

B a t i s t a ;  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  s i n c e  i t s  founding t h a t  such r e c o g n i t i o n  had . , "  

been rece ived .  A yea r  a f t e r  l e g a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  PCC ( l 9 3 9 ) ,  ~ G a r o  

~ e y a  (Communist) was e l e c t e d  General Secre ta ry  o f  t he  CTC by a huge 

n i a j o r i  t y  and thus t h e  Communists ga ined c o n t r o l  o f  CTC. 16 

Wi th  t h e  PCC now l e g a l ,  t h e  need f o r  PUR disappeared and a t  

t he  T h i r d  P a r t y  Congress o f  January 1939, p r o v i s i o n s  were made f o r  t he  

l i q u i d a t i o n  of PUR, when i n  August o f  1939 t he  PCC and PUR j o i n e d  

t oge the r  t o  form t h e  new p a r t y ,  Communist Revo lu t i ona ry  Union. 17 



W i t h i n  a  few months (November 15) t h e  Cuban CP had j o i n e d  

t he  B a t i s t a  l e a  S o c i a l i s t  Democrat ic C o a l i t i o n  i n  t h e  C o n s t i t u e n t  

Assembly e l e c t i o n s  o f  1939. The Oppos i t i on  B loc,  l e d  by D r .  Grau 

San ~ a r t f n  and c o n s i s t i n g  o f :  t h e  ~ u t & t i c o s ,  t h e  ABC Pa r t y ,  t he  

Democratic Republ ican P a r t y  and t h e  A c t i o n  P a r t y  won 45 o f  81 seats  

and thus took  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Assembly. The Communists managed t o  

w in  s i x  seats  w i t h i n  t h e  B a t i s t a  c o a l i t i o n .  

On J u l y  1, 1940, B a t i s t a  won t h e  P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  and 

w i t h i n  two years  ( J u l y  24, 1942) had- .Il_--_~__U_.-__ two Communists -. . - Juan - . . ".. 
M a r i n e l l o  and Car los  Rafae l  ~odr-fguez - i n t o  h i s  c a b i n e t .  B a t i s t a  --- - --.r _. ^ 

h i m s e l f  r epea ted l y  s t r essed  t he  l o y a l t y  o f  t h e  Communists, as evidenced 

. * A "  by the fo l lowing  l e t t e r  publ ished i n  Hay on June 73,  1 ~ 4 4 ,  
18 

My dear B las ,  
Wi th  r e fe rence  t o  your  l e t t e r  transmitted,to me 

by ou r  mutual  f r i e n d ,  D r .  Car los  Rafael  Rodr iguez, 
M i n i s t e r  w i t h o u t  P o r t f o l i o ,  I am g l a d  t o  be a b l e  t o  
c o n f i r m  t h a t  my government has rece i ved  and con t inues  
t o  r e c e i v e  e f f e c t i v e  and l o y a l  suppor t  f r om  t h e  
P a r t i d o  Soc ia l  i s t a  Popular,  i t s  l eade rsh ip  and i t s  
masses. 

The p e r i o d  1940 t o  1944 saw t h e  P a r t y  make ga ins f o r  the  

members o f  CTC. I t  ob ta i ned  guaranteed employment, an e i g h t - h o u r  day, 

and a  wage inc rease .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, as Karo l  p o i n t s  o u t :  



... the  Cuban Communists c a r r i e d  on as i f  t h e i r  
coun t r y  were n o t h i n g  l e s s  than an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  
o f  t he  U n i t e d  S ta tes .  They w o r r i e d  about  U.S. 
i n t e r n a l  s t a b i  1  i ty, p r o s p e r i t y ,  and t h e  s t r e n g t h  
o f  Amer ica 's  armed f o r ces .  20 

To the  Cuban masses and t h e  o t h e r  Cuban p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s ,  

t h e  Communists had j o i n e d  f o r ces  w i t h  Cuba's m r s t  f a s c i s t  i n  o r d e r  

t o  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  "wo r l d  fasc ism" .  The P a r t y ' s  suppor t  o f  MOSCOW? 

p o l i c y  had caused them t o  i g n o r e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Cuba once again .  
-7 

As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  P a r t y  was f o r ced  i n t o  i s o l a t i o n  and rendered 

r e l a t i v e l y  impoten t  i n  t h e  coming years  o f  s t r u g g l e .  
- 

The P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1944 saw t h e  P a r t y ,  now c a l l e d  

"People 's  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y "  (PSP! suppor t  R a t i q t a ' q  governmental c o a l i t i o n  

a g a i n s t  D r .  Grau. However, Grau won t h e  e l e c t i o n  and assumed t he  

o f f i c e  o f  P res iden t .  I t  was another  two years  b e f o r e  Grau ga ined 
1 

c o n t r o l  o f  t he  Assembly. I n  1947, M i n i s t e r  o f  Labor, Car los  ~ r 6  Socarras 

smashed Communist power i n  t he  t r a d e  un ions by l e n d i n g  suppor t  t o  t he  
1 

A u t e n t i c o s S  c o n t e n t i o n  f o r  t r a d e  un ion  c o n t r o l ,  thus  repay ing  the  

Communists f o r  t h e i r  suppor t  o f  B a t i s t a .  

The PSP rece i ved  ano ther  se r i ous  blow when t h e  French Communist 

Par ty ,  th rough  Jacques Duclos,attacked t h e  U.S. Communists and i t s  

suppor ters ,  t h e  PSP, i n  1945. The U.S. Pa r t y ,  c l o s e l y  assoc ia ted  w i t h  

t he  PSP, was accused o f  



( 1 )  l i q u i d a t i n g  the  on l y  independent p a r t y  
of the U.S. working c lass ;  ( 2 )  o f  propounding 
r e v i s i o n i s t  t heo r i es  about t he  disappearance 
o f  the c lass  s t r u g g l e  i n  each count ry  and 
throughout t h e  world;  ( 3 )  o f  spreading dangerous 
and o p p o r t u n i s t i c  i l l u s i o n s  by p resent ing  the  
pu re l y  d i  p l  omati c  procedures o f  the Teheran 
Conference as a  new communist p la t form.  21 

The 1948 P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  d isp laced D r .  Grau as Pres ident  

i n  favour  o f  ~ u t g n t i c o  candidate ~ r f o  soca r r i s .  The i s o l a t i o n  o f  the  

PSP was r e i n f o r c e d  when no o the r  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  runn ing  f o r  o f f i c e  

would accept an a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  Communists. The PSP was now forced 

t o  l i v e  completely under t he  wing o f  the  U.S.S.R., t o  p lace  i t s  few 

remaining hopes i n  t he  success o f  Moscow i n  t h e  now f u l l y  developed 

L i f e  i n  t h a t  atmosphere was exceedingly uncomfortable. 
The/Cold War was now a t  i t s  he igh t ,  and the  r u l i n g  
Autent icos , anxious t o  f i n d  abso lu t i on  f o r  t h e i r  
l e f t i s t  t rends  o f  former days, beat  t h e  anti-Communist 
drum a l l  t he  more l oud l y ,  d i r e c t i n g  t h e i r  a t t acks  
c h i e f l y  a t  t he  Communist t rade unions, t h e  l a s t  
strongholds o f  the  PSP. And they succeeded i n  smashing 
them w i t h  c r i m i n a l  v io lence.  22 

PSP c o n t r o l  had been smashed, b u t  a case can s t i l l  be made 

f o r  s i g n i f i c a n t  Communist i n f l uence  on Cuban workers a t  t he  t ime. 

An IBRD Report o f  1950 s ta tes ,  "Some a u t h o r i t i e s  est imate t h a t  perhaps 

25% of Cuban workers were s t i l l  s e c r e t l y  sympathetic t o  them (communists) 11 23 

The same r e p o r t  goes on t o  say: 



I t  must be remembered t h a t  n e a r l y  a l l  t he  
popu la r  educa t ion  o f  work ing people on how 
an economic system works and what m igh t  be 
done t o  improve i t  came f i r s t  from the  
Anarcho-synd ica l i s ts  and most r e c e n t l y  - 

24 and most e f f e c t i v e l y  - from the communists. 

Never the less t h e  Cons t i t uen t  Assembly e l e c t i o n s  o f  1950 saw 

the Communists s u f f e r  a  f u r t h e r  d e c l i n e  when they  l o s t  t h e i r  t h r e e  

remaining seats and r e g i s t e r e d  o n l y  55,000 votes, a  decrease of 88,000 

votes than they had secured i n  t he  1948 e l e c t i o n s .  25 Th is  d e c l i n e  

apparen t l y  con t inued  d u r i n g  the  remainder o f  the  1950 's .  

( i v )  PSP F a i l u r e  t o  Support  F i d e l  Castro 

The P r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  o f  June 1952 never took  p lace;  

ins tead ,  n i n e  weeks be fo re  t h e  appointed date,  General Fu l  genci  o  

B a t i s t a  organized a  new coup d l & a t  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  P res iden t  ~ r f o  

~ o c a r r g s  q u i e t l y  s l i p p i n g  away t o  Miami. B a t i s t a  was once again 

undisputed l eade r  o f  Cuba. 

The PSP condemned B a t i s t a ' s  putsch7!but hav ing  l i v e d  i n  a  

p o l i t i c a l  w i lderness  f o r  some e i g h t  years ,they cou ld  n o t  make t h e i r  

vo ices heard. \ B a t i s t a  was accused of be ing  an American puppet, a  
L 

man who had broken d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t he  U.S.S.R.r and once 1 

again t he  Communists c a l l e d  f o r  a  u n i t e d  f r o n t  t h a t  would t o p p l e  B a t i s t a  



and end t h e i r  own i s o l a t i o n .  The c a l l  f o r  u n i t y  f e l l  on deaf  ears ,  

f o r  by t h i s  t ime  t h e  rema in ing  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  were more a n t i -  

communist than a n t i - B a t i s t a .  

One o f  t h e  few o t h e r  vo ices t o  speak a g a i n s t  B a t i s t a ' s  

putsch was t h a t  o f  F i d e l  Cast ro .  

I t  i s  n o t  a  r e v o l u t i o n ,  b u t  a  b r u t a l  sna t ch ing  
o f  power! They a re  n o t  p a t r i o t s ,  b u t  des t roye rs  
o f  freedom, usurpers ,  adventurers  t h i r s t y  f o r  
g o l d  and power. The cou was n o t  a g a i n s t  ~rl'b 
b u t  a g a i n s t  t h e  people.  5 6  

Eleven days l a t e r J o n  March 24, Cast ro  submi t ted  a  b r i e f  t o  

t he  Cour t  o f  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Guarantees f o r m a l l y  p r o t e s t i n g  R a t i s t a ' s  

putsch; t he  Cour t  r e j e c t e d  C a s t r o ' s  appeal .  

By J u l y  26, 1953, Cas t ro  had dec ided armed s t r u g g l e  was t h e  

o n l y  course o f  a c t i o n  l e f t  t o  h im i n  Cuba. The _ ...-------I___ morning _ o f  J u l y  76 

saw Cast ro  and w e l l  ove r  100 men at tempt  t o  t ake  c o n t r o l  of Moncada 
---- - --- - - - - - 

army bar racks  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Sant iago de Cuba. From a  m i l i t a r y  p o i n t  

o f  v iew t he  a t t a c k  was a  dismal f a i l u r e  - most o f  Cas t ro ' s  f o r c e  was 

wiped o u t .  By August 1, Cast ro  and t h e  s u r v i v o r s  o f  Moncada were a l s o  

captured.  The news o f  C a s t r o ' s  a t t a c k  and t h e  ensuing s l augh te r  o f  

h i s  men by  B a t i s t a  f o r c e s  p u t  Cas t ro ' s  name i n  t h e  f o r e f r o n t  o f  Cuban 

conversa t ion  a t  t h e  t ime.  



Dur ing a  dramat ic  t r i a l  i n  which Cas t ro  swi tched h i s  r o l e  

as defendant t o  p rosecu to r  of t he  B a t i s t a  regime and d e l i v e r e d  

h i s  famous " H i s t o r y  W i l l  Absolve Me" speech, he and t he  s u r v i v o r s  

o f  the  a t t a c k  were sentenced t o  leng thy  p r i s o n  terms. 

I t  was a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  Pa r t y  h e l d  t o  t h e  t i g h t  schema 

o f  the  U.S.S.R. model o f  r e v o l u t i o n  and n o t  o n l y  f a i l e d  t o  suppor t  

Castro b u t  l a b e l l e d  t h e  a t t a c k  on Moncada as a  " p u t s c h i s t  a t tempt ,  

a  desperate form o f  adventur ism, t y p i c a l  o f  p e t t y  bourgeois  c i r c l e s  

l a c k i n g  i n  p r i n c i p l e  and imp1 i c a t e d  i n  gangs te r i  sm". 2 7 

I n  f a c t ,  t he  P a r t y  went even f u r t h e r  and t h e o r i z e d  t h a t  armed 

s t r u g g l e  was n o t  t he  way t o  w in  t he  r e v o l u t i o n .  Once aga in  t h e  Pa r t y  

naa submi t ted i t s e l f  t o  t he  Sov ie t  scheme f o r  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  

t he  Thi  r d  World and thereby  iir$__d. Q&f&aadifiws. 

The t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  PSP and F i d e l  were n o t  work ing  t oge the r  

runs counter  t o  arguments posed by such people as  Nathan ie l  Weyl and 

pub l i shed  i n  h i s  book Red S t a r  Over Cuba. - Weyl takes t he  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  

F i d e l  was an agent o f  t h e  S o v i e t  Union a t  t he  t ime  o f  Moncada and t he  

PSP superv ised the  e n t i r e  ope ra t i on .  A l l  a v a i l a b l e  data deny such a  

t h e s i s  as Weyl ' s .  See f o r  ins tance ,  t h e  manifesto "The Cuban Revo lu t ion"  

J u l y  23, 1953, by ~ a g l  ~ & e z  G a r c f i  w r i t t e n  on i n s t r u c t i o n s  f rom F i d e l  . 28 

I n  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  Garc<a connects t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement w i t h  t he  
0 

s t r ugg lbs  o f  Cespedes , Agramonte , Maceo and  art:,   el 1  aZ9, Gui t e r a s  , 



Tre jo ,  and ~ h i b i s  as p a r t  o f  a  c o n t i n u i n g  r e v o l u t i o n  n o t  y e t  ended. 

The l e t t e r  goes on t o  say: 

The Revo lu t ion ,  dec la res  t h a t  i t  recognizes 
and bases i t s e l f  on the  i d e a l s  o f  J O S ~   art?, 
t h e  program o f  t h e  P a r t i d o  Revo luc ionar io  
Cubano, the  M o n t e c r i s t i  Man i fes to  as w e l l  as 
t he  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  programs o f  Joven Cuba, ABC 
Radica l ,  and t h e  P a r t i d o  de l  Pueblo Cubano 
(Ortodoxo) . 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  K.S. Karo l  documents t h a t  one o f  the  leaders 

of the PSP admi t ted  t o  him t h a t  t he re  was  no connec t ion  between F i d e l  

and t h e  Pa r t y  i n  1953. 3 0 

When, i n  A p r i l  1958, F i d e l  . then l ead ing  a gue r r i l l a  i n s ~ r r r e r t i n n  

from t h e  S i e r r a  Maestra, launched h i s  appeal f o r  a  general  s t r i k e ,  
\------ -- -... - -- - 

the  l eade rsh ip  of t he  PSP, though n o t  opposing t he  s t r i k e ,  dec la red  
LC .---- .. 
t h a t  t he  Movement had n ~ t  t h e  f o r c e  behind i t  t o  succeed. Th is  d e c l a r a t i o n  .--__._I. --- - . - . -" 

was i n t e r p r e t e d  by many as p ro -Ba t i s t a ,  and i n  e f f e c t  B a t i s t a  a l lowed 

the  statement t o  be w ide l y  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  Cuba. When the  s t r i k e  was n o t  

a t  once success fu l ,  t h e  PSP ordered i t s  members t o  abandon t he  s t r i k e .  

When F i d e l  i ssued  an u l t ima tum t h a t  c a l l e d  f o r  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  B a t i s t a  

government t o  r es i gn ,  t h e  PSP d is regarded  i t  and d i d  n o t  break w i t h  t h e  

B a t i s t a  regime. 31 

It a l s o  seems s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  i n  t he  " U n i t y  Man i f es to  o f  the  

S i e r r a  Maestra", J u l y  20, 1958, an a t tempt  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  u n i t e d  f r o n t  



o f  a l l  p a r t i e s  opposed t o  B a t i s t a  f a i l e d  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  PSP. The 

/ 
man i fes to  was s igned by F i d e l  Castro,  by P r i o  and Varona f o r  the  

~ u t & t i c o s , 5 ~  members o f  t h e  Ortodoxo Par ty ,  by de legates o f  t he  

s tudents ,  and t he  D i r e c t o r i o  Revo luc ionar io ,  by Representat ives 

o f  the  t r ade  un ion  ( ~ u t g n t i c o s ,  f o l l o w e r s  o f  ~ o f i g o ,  and t h e  26 

J u l y  Movement), by t h e  ex-banker Jus to  C a r i l l o  of  t he  M o n t e c r i s t i  

o rgan i za t i on ,  by ~ i r 6  Cardona as a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t he  c i v i l  

r es i s tance  groups and by  a  member of t he  Democratic Pa r t y .  3 2 

However, by Ju ly ,  1958 t h e  Pa r t y  had f i n a l l y  decided t o  

send Car los Rafael ~ o d r f ~ u e z  t o  t he  S i e r r a  and o f f e r  suppor t  t o  Castro,  

suppor t  which Cas t ro  accepted b u t  which was n o t  p u b l i c i z e d .  

The centent ior ;  t h a t  the  PSP p layed only a minimai r o i e  i n  

t he  r e v o l u t i o n  of 1959 i s  confirmed by Blas Roca: 

The main fo rm o f  o p p o s i t i o n  cons i s ted  i n  
armed combat i n  t he  coun t r ys i de  whereas 
s t r i k e s ,  e l e c t i o n  boyco t ts ,  and o t h e r  
ac t i ons  by t h e  work ing c l a s s  and t he  urban 33 
p r o l e t a r i a t  p layed o n l y  a  secondary p a r t . .  . 

I n  1960 B las  Roca admi t ted  t h a t  t he  PSP d i d  n o t  take  p a r t  i n  

the  c r i t i c a l  stages of armed s t r u g g l e  i n  any s i g n i f i c a n t  way: 



We r i g h t l y  foresaw, and g r e a t l y  looked 
fo rward  t o ,  t h e  p rospec t  t h a t  i n  response 
t o  c o n d i t i o n s  c rea ted  by t he  tyranny,  t h e  
masses would o rgan ize  and e v e n t u a l l y  engage 
i n  armed s t r u g g l e  o r  popu la r  i n s u r r e c t i o n .  
Bu t  f o r  a  l o n g  t ime  we f a i l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  these s t r u g g l e s  , i n c l  ud i  ng a  pro1 onged 
general  s t r i k e ,  would cu lm ina te  i n  armed 
i n s u r r e c t i o n  q u i t e  spontaneously.  Hence 
we d i d  n o t  prepare, d i d  n o t  organize o r  
t r a i n  armed detachments ... That was our  
mis take.  .. 34 

By the  midd le  of  1959, f o l l o w i n g  F i d e l ' s  se i zu re  o f  power, t he  

PSP was f u l l y  aware t h a t  i t  remained on t h e  f r i n g e s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

"camp". I n  o rde r  t o  improve i t s  marg ina l  r o l e  the  PSP would have t o  
4 

ga in  F i d e l ' s  endorsement and a t  t he  same t ime  o b t a i n  t a n g i b l e  assurances 

o f  U.S.S.R. s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  Cuba i n  order t o  s t rengthen i t s  Sargaining 
/' 

p o s i t i o n  w i t h  F i d e l  . 1 

The PSP immediate ly  began t o  use t h e i r  p a r t y  organ W t o  
il 

p o i n t  o u t  t o  t he  U.S.S.R. t h a t  t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  should be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

f rom o t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n s  i n  t he  underdeveloped wor ld .  They d i d  t h i s  by 

p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i nc l uded  t he  work ing  c l a s s ,  (i .e. t he  

PSP) and t h a t  i t s  l eade rsh ip  was made up o f  t he  "most r a d i c a l  sec to r  

of the  p e t t y  bourgeo is ie " .  I n  sho r t ,  t h a t  the  U.S.S.R. should be ready _ - - - - 

t o  extend i t s  f u l l  suppor t  t o  Cuba on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  
- -  - - 

was p o t e n t i a l l y  s o c i a l i s t .  When F i d e l  had the  s t r o n g l y  ant i -Communist  
- --"- - - - 

P res iden t  Manuel U r r u t i a  rep laced  by a  former communist p a r t y  member 
0 

Osvaldo Do r t i cos ,  t h e  PSP had an even s t ronge r  case f rom the  Sov ie t  

v iewpo in t .  3 5 



Thus, t he  PSP had managed t o  p l ace  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
/---- '---- 

o f  &ddlemq$ -- .- between F i d e l  and t h e  U.S.S.R., a  h i g h l y  d e s i r a b l e  

p o s i t i o n  i n  t h a t  t h e  r a d i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n  F i d e l  had i n  mind would 

never g a i n  the.acce_ptqg;e -and-,support of t he  - - U.S. and thus  F i d e l  

would .--------. be f o r ced  .- -- t o  - seek - t h e  ~wp,~rA o f  ._another m q i w  .~ower-te -ensure, 

what e v e n t u a l l y  became a  m a t t e r  o f  s u r v i v a l  o f  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n .  

Whether t h i s  s t r a t e g y  would r e s u l t  i n  PSP cap tu re  o f  s t a t e  power i n  

Cuba was no t  y e t  c l e a r .  
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CHAPTER TWO 

1959 - 1961 THE RADICAL LEAPS FORWARD 

By mid 1959 the PSP had rea l i zed  t h a t  i t  was on the f r i nges  

o f  the rev01 u t ionary  process and as a f i r s t  s tep i n  i t s  b i d  f o r  
- - -7 

power i n  Cuba had cas t  i t s e l f  as the -a idd l  eman between F ide l  and 

the U.S.S.R. The PSP, however, had f a i l e d  t o  c o r r e c t l y  assess the 

r ad i ca l  nature o f  t he  developing Cuban revo lu t i on  and as a r e s u l t  

from January 1, 1959 u n t i l  December 1 , 1961 the  head o f  the PSP, 

Bl as Roca, cont inuously advocated proceeding w i t h  caut ion i n  domestic 

and fo re ign  a f f a i r s  . 

Each o f  Cast ro 's  r a p i d  r ad i ca l  leaps forward forced the 
Cuban Communists t o  r e v i s e  o r  update t h e i r  theore t i ca l  
ana lys is  o f  the regime and the revo lu t ionary  proce s, 
and t o  f a l l  h a s t i l y  i n  s tep behind the government. 2 

/ 

As Cuba's t rade re1 a t ions changed throughout 1 960-1 962 F ide l  
* 

found h imsel f  n o t  on l y  completely c u t  o f f  from the U .S.A. , bu t  we l l  on 

the way t o  economic dependence on the U.S.S.R. 0n A p r i l  17, 1961, the  

U.S. -supported invas ion o f  Cuba a t  the Bay o f  Pigs l e f t  F idel  i n  a 

p o s i t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  dependence on the U.S.S.R. t o  ensure the su r v i va l  

o f  h i s  government. As F i d e l ' s  dependence on the U.S.S.R. increased 

the PSP u t i l i z e d  i t s  r o l e  as middleman between F ide l  and the  U.S.S.R. 

* See Appendix I11 



t o  the  f u l l e s t  e x t e n t  and was ab le  t o  inc rease  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  

Cuba cons iderab ly .  

Howeve? F i d e l  at tempted t o c o u n t e r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p a r t y  

in f luence  by r e c r u i t i n g  o l d  guard p a r t y  members t o  h i s  s i de .  The 

most no tab le  case be ing  one Car los Rafael  ~ o d r / g u e z ;  i t  was through 

~ o d r < ~ u e z  t h a t  F i d e l  was a b l e  t o  beg in  t h e  process o f  i s o l a t i n g  B las  

Roca, a  process t h a t  was completed by 1965. 

- 
Thus even i n  these e a r l y  years  o f  t he  r e v o l u t i o n  F i d e l  

r e a l i z e d  t he  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  o f  t he  p a r t y  and began a c t i o n s  t o  , - 

min imize the  t h r e a t ;  w h i l e  t he  p a r t y  was a b l e  t o  i nc rease  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  

throughout  1960-62, F i d e l  was c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  a l l o w  the  p a r t y  t o  secure - 
any r e a l  power i n  t he  Cuban government. 

( i )  A Change i n  Par tners  

The " r a p i d  r a d i c a l  leaps"  were many i n  these e a r l y  years  o f  

\ the r e v o l u t i o n .  Between 1959 and 1961 Cuban f o r e i g n  t r a d e  was 

I 
d r a s t i  c a l  l y  changed. 

I The percentage o f  expor ts  t o  S o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  was 24.2% i n  , 

1 1960, by 1962 the  f i g u r e  had increased t o  82.2%. Whi le t h e  percentage 
1 

o f  expor ts  t o  n o n - s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  had been 75.8% i n  1960, a  

' d ramat ic  decrease t o  17.8% occurred i n  1962. A s i m i l a r  r e v e r s a l  had 



TABLE I 1  

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF CUBAN TRADE WITH SOCIALIST 

AND NON-SOCIALIST COUNTRIES 

EXPORTS 

S o c i a l i s t  24.2 73.3 82.2 

Non-Soc ia l  i s t  75.8 26.7 17.8 

IMPORTS 

S o c i a l i s t  18.7 70.0 82.8 

Non-Soc ia l  i s t  81.3 30.0 17 .2  

Data comp i led  from Cuba 1968 Supplement t o  t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  A b s t r a c t  - 
o f  - - L a t i n  - - - - America, .-.- L a t i n  American Cent re ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a ,  
Los Angeles,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  1968, pages 172 & 173. 



{taken p lace  i n  Cuban impor ts  between 1960 and 1962. 3 

I t  was n o t  u n t i  1  the  Land Reform Law o f  May 17, 1959. t h a t  

the U.S.  government began t o  express " se r i ous  concern" about t he  

r e v o l u t i o n .  The Land Reform Law o f  May can h a r d l y  be viewed as 

" S o c i a l i s t " .  The exp rop r i a ted  p r o p e r t i e s  were t o  be p a i d  f o r  i n  

i n t e r e s t . b e a r i n g  bonds; i n  f a c t ,  t h e  4.5% i n t e r e s t  r a t e  was h ighe r  

than t h a t  granted by s i m i l a r  Japanese l e g i s l a t i o n  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

World War 11. The twenty-year  term o f  t he  bonds was l e s s  than t h a t  

granted i n  Formosa. 6  

The LanL,Re.fp~~rm" w w.I- s a i a l i s t  : i t  spoke of 
c o n f i s c a t i n g  o n l y  t he  l and  o f  t he  b i g  landowners, 
and promi sed compensation and t h e  es tab l  i shment 
o f  independent t r i b u n a l s  f o r  t he  se t t l emen t  o f  
d ispu tes .  I t h e l d  o u t  t he  b a i t  o f  p r o p e r t y  t o  
sma l lho lders  and tenan t  farmers,  comple te ly  i n  
accordance w i t h  t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  those i n h a b i t a n t s  
o f  the  S i e r r a  Maestra who had fough t  i n  t h e  
rebe l  army.. . 7  

Fu r the r ,  Cas t ro ' s  implementat ion o f  t he  Land Reform Ac t  was 

j u s t i f i a b l e  i f  one cons iders  t h a t  Castro " i n h e r i t e d  a lmost  overpowering 

land  and employment problems f rom h i s  predecessor".  
8 

Th i s  problem had plagued Cuba f o r  n e a r l y  a cen tu ry  and i t s  

magnitude was expressed by Senator Hubert  H. Humphrey i n  A p r i l  o f  1959, 

when he sa id :  

A pent-up mass hunger f o r  land, i s  understandable 
i n  a coun t r y  where l e s s  than one- tenth o f  one 



percen t  o f  t he  farmers own o n e - f i f t h  o f  a1 1 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  land,  and 8 percen t  own 70 percen t  
of a l l  the  land.  9 

I n  another i s sue  o f  t h e  Congressional Record, Senator J.F. 

Kennedy says: 

U.S. companies owned about 40% o f  t he  Cuban 
sugar land,  a lmost  a l l  the  c a t t l e  ranches, 
90% o f  t h e  mines and minera l  concessions, 
80% o f  a l l  t h e  u t i  t i e s  and p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  
the  o i l  i n d u s t r y .  1 a 

i 
According t o  t he  Washington Post, t h e  U.S. government's i n i t i a l  

r e a c t i o n  t o  Cuban Land Reform emphasized t h a t  payment f o r  exp rop r i a ted  

land  should be "prompt, adequate and e f f e c t i v e "  and t he  views o f  U.S. 

i n v e s t c r s  should be heard. C r i t i c i s m  con t inued  throughout  1960 and 

the  U.S. i m p l i e d  t h a t  i t  migh t  "seek s o l u t i o n s  through o t h e r  app rop r i a te  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  procedures".  11 

Between May and December o f  1959, the  U.S. news media conducted 

a campaign aga ins t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r i b u n a l s .  On May 11, Time s a i d :  

Execut ions, a pr ime ins t rument  o f  t e r r o r ,  
went on. Schoolteacher Olga Herrera Marcos, 
charged w i t h  squea l ing  on t he  rebe ls ,  may 
become t h e  f i r s t  woman 'war  c r i m i n a l  ' t o  
face a f i r i n g  squad. Her death sentence 
has been appealed. Four former s o l d i e r s ,  
sentenced t o  p r i s o n  terms by the  t r i a l  
c o u r t ,  were sentenced t o  death upon 'appeal ', 
by the  government. Death t o l l  so f a r :  549 . 



! I n  h i s  t e l e v i s i o n  program e n t i t l e d  " I s  Cuba Going Red?", CBS 
I 

correspondent S t u a r t  N o r r i s  accused Cuba of be ing  a t o t a l i t a r i a n  

d i c t a t o r s h i p .  13 

He rbe r t  Matthews r e l a t e s  an i n c i d e n t  i n  which he cab led  a 

s t o r y  t o  t he  --- New York Times a t t emp t i ng  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  Cuban s i d e  o f  

the  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r i b u n a l s  o n l y  t o  have i t  " r e j e c t e d  w i t h  g r e a t  

i n d i g n a t i o n  by t h e  pub1 i sher  and e d i t o r " .  14 

On January 21, 1961, Cast ro  r eac ted  t o  t h e  campaign w i t h  

vehemence when he accused t h e  Un i t ed  S ta tes  o f  k i l l i n g  400,000 Japanese 

a t  Hiroshima and I i a ~ a s a k i .  He went on t o  add "Ours i s  a peop le ' s  

r e v o l u t i o n  which must be a beacon o f  hope f o r  r ~ a t i g  America". 15 - 
9y February 12,  1963, an "Agreenent on Trade and Fayiiienis 

between t h e  Union o f  Sov ie t  S o c i a l i s t  Republ ics  and The Republ ic  o f  - 
fl 

Cuba" had been s igned.  16 

I n  t h i s  agreement t h e  U.S.S.R. was t o  purchase 425,000 tons  

i .h' . of sugar from Cuba i n  1960, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  575,000 tons a l r eady  

purchased f o r  t h a t  y e a r .  Over t h e  succeeding yea rs  t h e  U.S.S.R. was t o  

purchase one m i l l i o n  tons o f  sugar per  yea r  f rom Cuba. Cuba agreed 

t o  purchase from t h e  U.S.S.R. c e r t a i n  "equipment, machinery and mechanical 

t o o l  s, -pe t ro leum and pet ro leum products ,  wheat, paper,  non- fe r rous  metal  s , - -  " . % _ _  

chemical p roduc ts ,  f e r t i l i z e r s  and o t h e r  goods". 17 



By March, 1960, t he  U.S. r e a c t i o n  aga ins t  Cuba had reached 

t he  p o i n t  where Joseph Alsop saw f i t  t o  warn a g a i n s t  U.S .  economic 

sanct ions a g a i n s t  Cuba. 

The people a t  home who have begun t o  t a l k  
l o u d l y  about Cuba w i l l  do w e l l  t o  remember 
how t h e  Suez c r i s i s  s t a r t e d .  It s t a r t e d ,  i n  
e f f e c t ,  because t h e  l a t e  John Fos te r  Du l l es  
began a game o f  ti t - f o r - t a t  w i t h  Gamal Abdel 
Nasser ... t h e  tempta t ion  t o  beg in  a game o f  tit- 
f o r - t a t  w i t h  F i d e l  Cast ro  i s  a l ready  s t r o n g  
and i s  l i k e l y  t o  grow s t ronge r  ... c u t  t he  quota,  
and Cas t ro  w i l l  se i ze  t he  American investments  
t h a t  a r e  s t i l l  untouched i n  Cuba. Increase t h e  
pressure, and he w i l l  demand t h e  evacuat ion of  
Guantsnamo naval  base. Break d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  
and he w i l l  make Cuba i n t o  a  Sov ie t  base i n  our  
Hemisphere ... Compared t o  Castro, Nasser i s  humble, 
s lugg ish .  I f  Nasser reac ted  v i o l e n t l y  t o  t he  
Beginn ing o f  a name Y o f  t i t - f z r - t a t ,  Cast re  can 
be expected t o  r e a c t  t e n  t imes more v i o l e n t l y .  
He can, i n  f a c t ,  be expected t o  p l a y  o u t  t h e  game 
o f  ti t - f o r - t a t  t o  t he  1 i m i  t o f  h i s  resources..  . "18 

Never the less,  by J u l y  6, 1960, Pres iden t  Eisenhower c u t  t h e  .-- 
Cuban sugar quota f rom 3,119,655 tons t o  700,000 tons.  l9 c u r i o u s l y  

enough, Eisenhower 's a c t i o n  f o l l owed  renewal o f  Soviet-Cuban d i p l o m a t i c  

r e l a t i o n s  by l e s s  than  one month. 

On J u l y  20, Eisenhower t o l d  the  wo r l d  t h a t  t he  U.S. would n o t  

" pe rm i t  t he  es tab l i shment  o f  a  regime dominated by i n t e r n a t i o n a l  communism 

i n  t he  Western Hemisphere". 20 Thus, t he  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  was l a b e l  l e d  

communist by t he  U.S. government. Th is  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  U.S. was 
.-L-- - - - 

s t rengthened a t  t h e  OAS meet ing i n  Costa Rica on August 29, 1960 when t h e  



conference passed a  d e c l a r a t i o n  which condemned e x t r a - c o n t i n e n t a l  

i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t he  American Republ ics  and dec la red  

t h a t  t h e  "acceptance o f  a  t h r e a t  o f  e x t r a - c o n t i n e n t a l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

by any American s t a t e  jeopard izes  American s o l i d a r i t y  and s e c u r i t y . "  

The OAS members a l s o  r e j e c t e d  t h e  "a t tempt  o f  t h e  S ino-Sov ie t  powers 

t o  make use of t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, o r  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  any 

American s t a t e ,  inasmuch as t h a t  a t tempt  i s  capable o f  d e s t r o y i n g  

hemispher ic u n i t y  and j e o p a r d i z i n g  t h e  peace and s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  

Western hemi sphere" . 21 Were t h e  "sovere ign"  s t a t e s  o f  L a t i n  America 

acknowledging t h a t  t h e  U.S. had e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t s  o f  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  

t h e i r  a f f a i r s ?  

By August 16, American p r o p e r t y  i n  Cuba, va lued a t  some $500 

7 .I.. 
m i l l i o n ,  was exp rop r i a t ed .  By September 17, t h e  American banks i n  

Cuba had been taken ove r  as w e l l  - assets  o f  some $250 m i l l i o n .  On I 

October 24, a l l  rema in ing  American p r o p e r t y  was n a t i o n a l i z e d .  

i 

On September 2, 1960, F i d e l  i ssued  h i s  response t o  t he  

"Dec la ra t i on  o f  San J O S ~ "  i n  a  speech e n t i t l e d  "The D e c l a r a t i o n  of 

Havana". The speech was d e l i v e r e d  a t  a  r a l l y  i n  which t h e  audience 

was dec la red  t o  be a  "Na t i ona l  General Assembly o f  t h e  People o f  Cuba", 

i n  o rde r  t o  approve F i d e l ' s  d e c l a r a t i o n .  T h e i r  assent  was i n d i c a t e d  

by chan t i ng  "Cuba s f ,  Yanqui, no!" F i d e l  ' s  Decl a r a t i o n  a f f i r m e d  t h e  

r i g h t  o f  na t i ons  t o  c r e a t e  c i v i l i a n  m i l i t i a s ,  "so  t h a t  they  may themselves 

defend t h e i r  r i g h t s  and d e s t i n i e s  ... The r i g h t  o f  t he  peasants t o  land ;  

I t*, 
8: 
1R:il 

the  r i g h t  of workers t o  t h e  f r u i t  o f  t h e i r  work; t he  r i gh t  o f  c h i l d r e n  

t o  educat ion;  t he  r i g h t  of t h e  ill t o  medical  and h o s p i t a l  a t t e n t i o n ;  



t he  r i g h t  o f  you th  t o  work; t h e  r i g h t  o f  s tuden ts  t o  f r e e ,  exper imenta l ,  

and s c i e n t i f i c  educat ion;  t h e  r i g h t  o f  Negroes and I nd ians  t o  f u l l  

d i g n i t y  o f  man; t h e  r i g h t  o f  women t o  c i v i l ,  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  

e q u a l i t y ;  t h e  r i g h t  of i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  a r t i s t s ,  and s c i e n t i s t s ,  t o  f i g h t  

w i t h  t h e i r  works, f o r  a  b e t t e r  wor ld " .  2  3 

I n  a d d i t i o n  F i d e l  i m p l i e d  t he  r i g h t  o f  Cuba t o  e x p o r t  he r  

r e v o l u t i o n :  " i t  i s  t h e  d u t y  o f  oppressed and e x p l o i t e d  n a t i o n s  t o  f i g h t  

f o r  t h e i r  l i b e r a t i o n ,  and i t  i s  t h e  d u t y  o f  each n a t i o n  t o  make common 

cause w i t h  a1 1 t h e  oppressed, co  

o f  t h e i r  l o c a t i o n s  i n  t h e  wo r l d "  

heresy"  were p l an ted ,  ~ e e d s  t h a t  

1  o n i  zed, exp l  o i  t e d  peopl  es , regard1 ess 

. 24 Thus, t h e  seeds f o r  t h e  'Cuban 

wou!d g r w  j n t z  ccn f?Sc t  Setween t he  

U.S.S.R. and U.S.S.R. suppor ted C P  ' 5  i n  L a t i n  America and Cuba by 

1  967, over  t h e  ques t i on  o f  v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  L a t i n  America. 

- I n  January, 1960, some 600,000 hec ta re  ; o f  l a n d  were con f i s ca ted ;  

by June of  1961 t h e  f i g u r e  had r i s e n  t o  3,800,000 hec ta re5  and o f  t h i s  

t o t a l ,  2,725,000 had been d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  peasants .  25 As Michel  

Gutelman po 

under s t a t e  

i n t s  ou t ,  approx imate ly  4,438,870 h e c t a r e s  o f  l a n d  had come 

c o n t r o l  by l a t e  1961. 26 I n  a d d i t i o n ,  much o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  

- exp rop r i a t ed  by  t h e  government had f a l l e n  under I N R A  c o n t r o l .  2  7  

As Cuban - U. S .  r e l a t i o n s  d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  Cuban-Sino/Soviet  

r e l a t i o n s  were on t he  r i s e .  Two days a f t e r  Eisenhower announced t h e  c u t  



i n  the  Cuban sugar quota,  t h e  U.S."S,R, $ g e e $  LQJIUJ a l l  t he  sugar - -  ... - %," *.-,.".. -- 
\b 

i n vo l ved  i n  the  c u t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Khrushchey. announced .that ,,:fi s u r a t i  ve ly  - -"---* - - , - . 
speaking'  A- -_I_ , . '- t h e  S o v i e t  Unian would f l a t t e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  w i t h  ..-,... 

~ m i , ~ , m i & s i l ~ . s -  i f Cuba were attacked"". 28 The n e x t  day, a t  a mass 

r a l l y  ~ h g  Guevara thanked t h e  U.S .S.R. f o r  t h e i r  p a s t  he1 p and dec la red  

"Cuba i s  a g l o r i o u s  i s l a n d  i n  t he  c e n t r e  o f  t he  Caribbean, defended by 

the rocke t s  o f  t h e  g r e a t e s t  power i n  h i s t o r y " .  29 By J u l y  23, Cuba 

and The People 's  ~ e p u b l i c  o f  China had s igned t h e i r  f i r s t  commercial 

t r e a t y .  

By January 3, 1961, Cuban - U.S. r e l a t i o n s  had reached t h e i r  

lowes t  ebb i n  h i s t o r y  and t h e  U.S. decided t o  c u t  o f f  diplomatic-.. 

.. - 1 - r . e~dL iuns  w i t h  Cuba. 

'$'( / i i ) The Bay o f  P igs - Pre lude t o  F i d e l  ' s  Marxism-Leninism 

A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i t  i s  use fu l  t o  very  b r i e f l y  summarize t he  

course o f  events t h a t  l e d  up t o  the  "Bay o f  P igs"  i n v a s i o n  i n  an a t tempt  

t o  show the  complete p o l a r i z a t i o n  o f  Cuba and t he  U.S. by A p r i l  17, 1961. 

A p o l a r i z a t i o n  t h a t  l e f t  F i d e l  l i t t l e  choice b u t  t o  d e c l a r e  h i s  complete 

a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  b l o c .  

On September 29 and 30, 1960, t he  U.S. S t a t e  Department p u b l i c l y  

adv ised a l l  Americans t o  s t a y  o u t  o f  Cuba and those i n  Cuba t o  r e t u r n  

home. On October 6, 27 men, i n c l u d i n g  two Amer i can~~made  an i nvas ion  

at tempt  i n  O r i en te  Prov ince.  O f  t h i s  group, one American and seven Cubans 



r: :were executed on October 13. By October 19, t h e  U.S. had imposed 

an economic embargo on a l l  U.S. expor ted goods t o  Cuba, w i t h  t he  

excep t ion  of medical  and c e r t a i n  food supp l ies .  On October 21, 

Kennedy, i n  an e l e c t i o n  speech, r e f e r r e d  t o  t he  embargo as " t oo  

l i t t l e ,  t oo  l a t e " ,  and urged t h e  U.S. t o  a i d  Cuban "freedom f i g h t e r s "  

i n  over th row ing  Cast ro .  Three days l a t e r  Kennedy denied making t h e  

statement.  On November 1, Cuban Fore ign M i n i s t e r ,  ~ a c l  Roa charged 

t he  U.S. w i t h  p l ann ing  an i n v a s i o n  o f  Cuba and aga in  on January 2, 

made t h e  same charge be fo re  t h e  U.N., t h i s  t ime  c l a i m i n g  t h a t  t h e  

t ime f o r  the  a c t i o n  w i l l  be be fo re  t h e  Kennedy i naugu ra t i on .  On 

October 31, and aga in  on November 2, these charges were denied by 

t he  U.S. S ta te  Department, add the  U.S. Ambassador t o  t h e  U.N., James 

Wadsworth. A t  t h e  same t ime,  Pres iden t  Eisenhower s a i d  t h a t  any s teps 
/ 

necessary t o  t h e  defense o f  Guantanamo, w i l l  be taken. By November 18, 

the  Cuban press and r a d i o  had denounced Eisenhower 's o rde r  f o r  t he  

" p r o t e c t i o n "  o f  Nicaragua and Guatemala, by U.S. naval  u n i t s ,  as the  

f i r s t  s tep  i n  the  U.S. planned i nvas ion  o f  Cuba, and on November 29, 

F i d e l  announced h i s  hope f o r  Kennedy t o  s h i f t  away f rom t h e  o f f e n s i v e  

po l  i c y ,  which Eisenhower had been pursu ing.  On December 3, Eisenhower 

au thor i zed  t he  use o f  $1 m i l l  i on ,  f rom t h e  cont ingency a i d  fund, f o r  

the a i d  o f  Cuban refugees.  An emergency m o b i l i z a t i o n  was c a l l e d  i n  

Cuba, f rom January 2 t o  21, 1961, a f t e r  which t ime, F i d e l  cons idered 



t h e  immediate t h r e a t ,  e l i m i n a t e d  w i t h  t he  coming t o  power o f  -$.. 

Kennedy. Eisenhower had, on t h e  3 r d  of January, severed a l l  

d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Cuba, and by t he  25th,  Kennedy had 

re j ec ted , .  F i d e l  ' s  o f f e r  o f  t h e  213-t, -$a. &s to re  w s  . By 
-.-.-..-n "- --.- F" 

February 28, t h e  Cuban press and r a d i o  had s t a r t e d  ano ther  

campaign t o  warn o f  t h e  impending i nvas ion .  Meanwhile, on t h e  

1 2 t h  o f  February,  t h e  U.S. Ambassador t o  Peru and B r a z i l ,  i n  

1958, W .D. Pawl ey, t e s t i f i e d  be fo re  t h e  Senate I n t e r n a l  S e c u r i t y  

Committee, t h a t  he had been i n s t r u c t e d  t o  form an a n t i - C a s t r o -  

a n t i - B a t i s t a  government, i n  Cuba t h r e e  weeks b e f o r e  B a t i s t a  f l e d .  

On March 3, A.A. B e r l e  J r . ,  r e j e c t e d  on b e h a l f  o f  Kennedy, B r a z i l ' s  
\ -" -- .~-ZI-I_U*C-l - -."""I-- 

o f f e r  t o  mediate  t h e  d i s p u t e  between C u b a - a n d - u e  U.S. Th i s  was - - -- -- __< *. "- _.,-r -- ).- - 

e r  f rom F i d e l  t o  s e t t l e  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  

whereupon, Cuba charged, i n  t h e  U.N. ,  

f o l l owed  on t h e  8 t h  by an o f f  

which was o f f i c i a l l y  i gnored ,  

t he  U.S. w i t h  a c t s  o f  aggress 

on t h e  U.S. i n v a s i o n  t h r e a t .  

i o n ,  on t h e  1 9 t h  Cuba demanded a  hea r i ng  

On A p r i l  3, t h e  S t a t e  Department r e l eased  

t he  "White Paper", which summed up i t s  case a g a i n s t  Cuba. On A p r i l  

5 t h ,  Cuba had charged t h e  U.S. w i t h  suppo r t i ng  an i n v a s i o n  army o f  

c o u n t e r r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  and mercenar ies w i t h  bases i n  Guatemala and 

F l o r i d a .  The i n v a s i o n  f o r ces  landed i n  Cuba, A p r i l  17 and by t h e  

20 th  had been de fea ted  by F i d e l ' s  forces.  30 

The Cuban d e f e a t  o f  t h e  i n v a s i o n  f o r c e s  was a  tremendous 

personal  v i c t o r y  f o r  F i d e l  Cast ro ,  f o r  t he  Cuban masses had m o b i l i z e d  

behind F i d e l  and v e r y  h a n d i l y  defeated t h e  i n v a s i o n  a t l emp t .  Once 

again  F i d e l  had tweaked t h e  nose of t h e  American co lossus and won. 



I ns tead  o f  shoo t i ng  t h e  1700 p r i s o n e r s  ( F i d e l  had l ea rned  
X 

such a c t i o n  would o n l y  r e s u l t  i n  bad press i n  t h e  U.S.), F i d e l  

i ndu lged  i n  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d i scuss ions  w i t h  them. I n s t e a d  o f  c l o s i n g  

t he  door t o  American r e l a t i o n s ,  he s t a t e d  the  Cuban p o s i t i o n  as 

" f i r s t  we a re  w i l l i n g  t o  h o l d  whatever d i scuss ions  may be necessary 

t o  f i n d  a  s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  t ens ion  e x i s t i n g  between t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  
.- 

(Cuba - U.S.A.) and a r r i v e  a t  a  formula o f  peacefu l  co-ex is tence,  

d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  and even f r i e n d l y  r e l a t i o n s ,  i f  t h e  government 

o f  t h e  U.S. so d e s i r e s .  Second, we a re  w i l l i n g  t o  f i g h t  and we w i l l  

f i g h t  t o  t h e  l a s t  d rop  o f  b lood  i f  we a r e  a t tacked .  11 31 

The U.S. had l o n g  s i n c e  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  a  Cuban government l e d  

by F i d e l  Cast ro  would never  go back t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  an American co lony  

and thus t h e i r  r e p l y  t o  F i d e l  ' s  o f f e r  was p r e d i c t a b l e  enough: "We 

have repea ted l y  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  bas i c  problem i n  Cuba i s  communism 

i n  t h i s  hemisphere.. .communism i n  t h i s  hemisphere, i s  n o t  n e g o t i a b l e .  

Th i s  i s  a  mu1 t i - l a t e r a l  problem and n o t  a  b i - l a t e r a l  prob lem."  3 2 

Thus, f rom F i d e l  ' s  p o i n t  o f  v iew t h e  U.S. had l e f t  t h e  door 

open f o r  f u r t h e r  m i l i t a r y  aggress ion a g a i n s t  Cuba. Wi th  t h i s  i n  mind 

we can begin  t o  unders tand how U.S.S.R. nuc lea r  m i s s i l e s  ended up i n  

Cuba, and why F i d e l  found i t  necessary t o  form even c l o s e r  t i e s  w i t h  

t he  S o c i a l i s t  b l o c  by d e c l a r i n g  h i m s e l f  a  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  on December  ax-----..- .I ?- -.-- -> -- _. - .1 --3- - P 
l s t ,  1962,- 



( i i i )  The Role o f  t h e  PSP i n  t h e  Radica l  Leaps Forward 

The r o l e  o f  t h e  PSP i n  t h i s  process had c l e a r l y  been t h a t  o f  

f o l l o w e r s  r a t h e r  than leaders .  As e a r l y  as May 23, 1959, i t  was 

c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  PSP were n o t  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  o f  power o r  l eade rsh ip .  

/ - 
On May 23rd  t h e  PSP had s u f f e r e d  a  c rush ing  d e f e a t  a t  t h e  

i congress o f  t h e  Na t i ona l  Federa t ion  o f  Sugar Workers (FNTA), t he  
i 

l a r g e s t  un ion  i n  CTC. The Communist a t t emp t  t o  p u t  fo rward  a  u n i t y  

cand ida te  was n o t  o n l y  r e j e c t e d ,  b u t  ant i -communist  sen t iment  ran  so 

h i g h  t h a t  a  mot ion  o f  censure a g a i n s t  Hoy was passed and t h e r e  was 

even se r i ous  t a l k  o f  t a k i n g  t h e  newspaper away f rom t h e  Communists 

2nd p l a c i n y  i t  d i r e c t i y  under t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  CTC, a  move t h a t  would 

have i s o l a t e d  t h e  PSP f rom t h e  masser a s  c i r c u l a t i m  s f  Hoy had nore  

than t r e b l e d  d u r i n g  1959. 

Th is  had i t s  e f f e c t  on P a r t y  l eade r  B las Roca, when o n l y  two 

days l a t e r ,  he addressed t h e  PSP Cent ra l  Committee plenum i n  t h e  

f o l  l ow ing  words: 

We must n o t  c r e a t e  o r  aggravate any c o n f l i c t s  . 
b u t  i t  i s  a l s o  imposs ib l e  f o r  us t o  r e t r e a t .  jj 

I n  e f f e c t ,  B las Roca was a d m i t t i n g  t o  h i s  f e l l o w  P a r t y  members t h a t  

he no longer  knew what t o  do. 



A t  t h e  PSP Congress i n  August, 1960, t h e r e  was no demand 

f o r  exp rop r i  a t i  on o f  f o r e i  gn p rope r t y ,  takeover  of Ameri can banks 

o r  even e x p r o p r i a t i o n  o f  Cuba's key i n d u s t r i e s .  The PSP had adopted 

a  r a t h e r  cau t i ous  p o s i t i o n  by d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o n l y  i n  

terms, much o f  which,  had a l r eady  been accomplished: "consoJ ida t ion  

o f  n a t i o n a l  sovere ignty ,  t o t a l  abol  i t i o n  of l a t i  fund ia ,  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  

c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  a1 1  i l l e g a l l y  acqu i red  p r o p e r t y ,  r e d u c t i o n  o f  

unemployment, r a i s i n g  t h e  standards o f  l i v i n g  o f  t h e  masses, s t r eng the -  

n i n g  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  e t c .  ". 34 I n  fmt, Blas Roca adv ised  extreme 

c a u t i o n  i n  any f u t u r e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  and took t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t :  

P r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e ,  i n  genera l ,  t h a t  i s  n o t  
i m p e r i a l i s t i c  o r  monopo l i s t i c  o r  o f  a  
p a r a s i t i c  nature, i s  s t i l l  necessary. 35 

B las Roca went on t o  say t h a t  " i n  general, p rev ious  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  

Cuban e n t e r p r i s e s  have been j u s t i f i e d  b u t  some o f  them c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  

have been avo ided" .  36 And y e t ,  w i t h i n  weeks o f  Roca's speech 

n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  on a  grand sca 

C l e a r l y  the  PSP was n o t  making 

t h a t  they  were n o t  even be ing  

be ing  made by F i d e l .  

l e  had been imp1 emented by F i d e l  . 

t h e  dec i s i ons ,  and a  case can be made 

informed i n  advance o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  dec i s i ons  

For i ns tance ,  Suarez p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  Congress o f  

L a t i n  American Youth (August 5, 1960) t he  Cuban d e l e g a t i o n ,  which 

inc luded  some members o f  t he  PSP Youth (Young S o c i a l i s t s ) ,  denied 



T r o t s k y i t e  c la ims  t h a t  F i d e l  and t h e  Cuban people were i n  t h e  

process o f  " t a k i n g  over  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  t he  i m p e r i a l i s t s " .  The 

Young S o c i a l i s t s  i n s t e a d  took  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  o n l y  those p r o p e r t i e s  

which f a i l e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  p roduc t i on  would be taken over .  Yet, on 

t h a t  ve ry  n i g h t  F i d e l  announced t h e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  some 36 

sugar m i l l s ,  two o i l  r e f i n e r i e s ,  t he  e l e c t r i c  and te lephone companies, 

a1 1  o f  them U.S. p r o p e r t i e s .  37 

The yea rs  1959-1962 saw F i d e l  r e l y  i n c r e a s i n g l y  on a  group 

o f  l o y a l  f o l l owe rs  from t h e  S i e r r a  Maestra r a t h e r  than on any p o l i t i c a l  

p a r t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  "Un i ted  F ron t "  c rea ted  by F i d e l  ' s  U n i t y  Man i fes to  

of t he  S i e r r a  Maestra o f  Ju l y ,  1958. I n  f a c t ,  as F i d e l  ' s  r a d i c a l  

leaps fo rward  inc reased  i n  number snd  frequency the  "Un i t zd  F ron t "  

membership became i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i s i l l u s i o n e d ,  as d i d  t h e  whole o f  t h e  

Cuban bou rgeo i s i e .  It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  b r i e f l y  no te  t he  course o f  

t h i s  d i s i  1  lus ionment  among some of t h e  f o r m e r l y  key suppor te rs  o f  F i d e l  . 
/ / 0 

One o f  t h e  f i r s t  t o  l eave  was Jose M i r o  Cardona. M i r o  served 

as Prime M i n i s t e r  under P res i den t  U r r u t i a  appo in ted  by  F i d e l  e a r l y  

i n  January, 1959, b u t  gave up t he  p o s i t i o n  on February  16, 1959 t o  

become the  ambassador t o  Spain.  F i d e l  f i r e d  ~ i r g  S h o r t l y  a f t e r  

t h e  Land Reform Law o f  May, 1959, f i v e  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r s  l e f t  t h e  c a b i n e t .  

They were: L u i s  Orlando Roberto Agramonte, D r .  ~ o r i '  ~ a r t i i ,  



/ / 
J u l i o  M a r t ~ n e z  Paez, and Elena ~ e n d g r e s .  By June 27, P res i den t  

U r r u t i a  had pub1 i c l y  begun h i s  campaign a g a i n s t  "communist c o n t r o l  " 

o f  t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n .  Two days l a t e r  C h i e f  o f  t he  Cuban A i r  

,' Force Pedro Diaz Lanz h e l d  a  press conference and-denounced "communist 

c o n t r o l "  o f  t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n .  By J u l y  16, U r r u t i a ' s  a t t a c k s  

had reached t h e  p o i n t  where F i d e l  f e l t  o b l i g e d  t o  p ressure  him i n t o  

r e s i g n i n g ,  and a t  t h e  same t ime  condemn Lanz as a  t r a i t o r .  I n  October 

o f  1959, Huber t  Matos tendered h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  i n  a  w i d e l y  c i r c u l a t e d  

l e t t e r  t o  F i d e l  i n  which he condemned F i d e l  f o r  t u r n i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  

over  t o  t h e  Communists. W i t h i n  days F i d e l  had a r r e s t e d  Matos and 

most o f  h i s  s t a f f ;  Matos was l a t e r  sentenced t o  twen ty  yea rs  i n  p r i s o n .  

By March o f  1960, David Salvador,  Secre ta ry  General o f  CTC, had 

res igned  and j o i n e d  a  counter - rev01 u t i o n a r y  guern'l l a  movement a g a i n s t  

F i d e l  . I n  October, 1960, Teresa Casuso res igned  as Cuba's de lega te  

t o  t he  Un i t ed  Nat ions  because she t o o  feared  "Communist c o n t r o l "  o f  

t he  r e v o l u t i o n .  3  8 

I n  some ways t h e  d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  had spread t o  t h e  PSP as 

w e l l .  As a l r eady  mentioned, B las Roca d i sp l ayed  c a u t i o n  i f  n o t  dismay 

a t  F i d e l  ' s  r a d i c a l  l eaps  fo rward  and t he  growing s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  

F i d ,e l i s t a  phenomenon. Indeed ~ u g r e z  39 takes t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h e  p ro -  

F i d e l i s t a  conver ts  w i t h i n  t h e  PSP were a  t h r e a t  t o  P a r t y  u n i t y  as 

/ 
e a r l y  as mid-1960. Car los  Rafael  Rodriguez appears t o  have been t h e  

c e n t r a l  f i g u r e  i n  t he  PSP who represented t h e  growing F i d e l i s t a  

sent iment  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  A t  t h e  E igh th  Congress o f  t h n  PSP B las  Roca 



warned "aga ins t  p r e c i p i t a t i o n " ,  aga ins t  t he  " t emp ta t i on  t o  form 

u n i t y  committees", because he was beg inn ing  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  was 

j u s t  t h i s  t h a t  Cast ro  wanted - " u n i t y  a t  t he  base" and Castro 

a lone a t  t he  top,  d i r e c t i n g  eve ry th i ng " .  40 By February 13, 1962, 

/ F i d e l  had recognized t h a t  Rodriguez was p r o - F i d e l i s t a  and appointed 

him as head o f  INRA. B las Roca, on t he  o t h e r  hand, was l e f t  i n  

a p o s i t i o n  o f  powerlessness. The F i d e l i s t a  sent iment  i n  t he  PSP 

can be seen t o  "win o u t "  i n  December o f  1961 when F i d e l  dec la res  
" - 

h i m s e l f  a  ~ a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  and rece ives  t he  uncond i t i ona l  suppor t  _--.- I 

o f  t he  Pa r t y  and r e c o g n i t i o n  f rom Blas Roca t h a t  F i d e l  i s  t he  

unchal lenged head o f  the  new p a r t y ,  O R I .  Thus, by 1962, f o r  the  ---".".. . 

f i r s t  t i m e  i n  i t s  h i s t c r y ,  t h e  Cuban C ?  c;n be ;em be "pe rd t i ng  

more o r  l e s s  independent l y  o f  Moscow d i c t a t e s .  4 1  

Some au thors  have at tempted t o  develop t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  Cuba's 

" s t a t e  w i t h i n  a  s t a t e " ,  t h e  INRA, was Communist dominated i n  these 

e a r l y  years o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  42 I t h i n k  i t  c r i t i c a l  t o  recognize 

t h a t  t he re  i s  a d i f f e r e n c e  between o l d  guard communists and F i d e l i s t a s ;  

and f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  i t  was t he  F i d e l i s t a s  t h a t  were i n  c o n t r o l ,  n o t  

t he  o l d  guard communists. Old guard communists, i n  t he  pas t ,  have 

d i sp layed  a r a t h e r  amazing l o y a l t y  t o  Moscow, a  l o y a l t y  t h a t  t h i s  paper 

has a l r eady  shown i n v o l v e d  t he  adopt ion of the  Moscow " l i n e "  a t  the 

expense o f  making t he  r e v o l u t i o n .  F i d e l i s t a s  owe t h e i r  suppor t  t o  



F i d e l  and as such adopt h i s  t a c t i c s  and s t r a t e g y  - t a c t i c s  and 

s t r a t e g y  t h a t  were c l e a r l y  i n  oppos i t i on  t o  Moscow throughout  much 

o f  the  1960 's .  4 3 

As the  more bourgeois elements o f  "The Un i t ed  F ron t "  began 
. - 

t o  drop by t h e  wayside they  were rep laced w i t h  F i d e l i s t a s ,  n o t  o l d  

guard communists. Indeed, i n  March o f  1962, Escalante mis taken ly  

assumed the  r e v o l u t i o n  had come t o  the  s tage o f  development t h a t  

Moscow t h e o r i s t s  cons idered t h e  vanguard pa r t y .  ( t h a t  i s ,  the  PSP 

i n  t he  gu ise  o f  t h e  O R I )  would assume leadersh ip ;  F i d e l  purged 

Esc lan te  and h i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  thus making i t  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  t h a t  t he  

Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  was p ro found l y  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  and as such would n o t  

be run  by a  group o f  people under t h e  thumb o f  Moscow. 

F i d e l  c l e a r l y  recognized t h e  na tu re  o f  "Yankee i m p e r i a l  ism" 

and t h a t  t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  was above a l l  e l s e  a  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  

r e v o l u t i o n .  Together,  these two f a c t o r s  make t h e  r a d i c a l  leaps forward 

o f  the  e a r l y  6 0 ' s  i n e v i t a b l e .  The r a d i c a l  leaps fo rward  i n  t u r n  meant 

a  change i n  t r a d i n g  pa r tne rs  i n e v i t a b l e  and t h e  S o c i a l i s t  b l oc  was the  

o n l y  cho ice  open t o  F i d e l ,  g iven  t he  American economic embargo and 

American pressure on t h e  " f r e e "  wo r l d  t o  i s o l a t e  Cuba. 

I t  should,  however, be remembered t h a t  t h e  PSP p layed  t h e  

n o t  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  o f  middleman between F i d e l  and t h e  S o c i a l i s t  

b l o c .  I n  A p r i l  of 1960, B las Roca went t o  t he  People 's  Republ ic  o f  



China and secured offers of support for the Cuban Revolution from 

Mao. From China, Roca went t o  the U.S.S.R. and met with Khrushchev. 

By May 7 ,  Cuban - U.S.S.R. diplomatic relations had been restored. 
/ 

I n  June of 1960, ~:<ez Jimenez, the second top figure in I N R A  anb 

former PSP member, l e f t  for  Moscow in order to  invi te  the Soviet 

Premier to  Havana. 

In many ways the study of the Integrated Revolutionary 

Organizations (ORI) i s  the study of the repatriation of the communist 

party in Cuba. 
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Crain, D.A. op. c i t . ,  page 45. 

See Table I 1  f o r  f u r t h e r  de taMs .  

The Land Reform Law of May, 1959, can be viewed as t h e  f i r s t  
major  p iece  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  t he  Castro government. The new , 
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tr 

ownership i n  t he  ag ra r i an  sec tor  o f  t h e  economy. The new law , 
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See Cra in ,  D.A., op. c i t . ,  f o r  a  d e t a i l e d  d i scuss ion  
of t h e  Cuban heresy th roughou t  t he  1960 's .  

I t  may be u s e f u l  t o  e l a b o r a t e  on t he  d i s t i n c t i o n  between 
o l d  guard communists and F i d e l i s t a s  drawn i n  t h i s  t h e s i s .  
The d i s t i n c t i o n  between p r ima ry  l o y a l t y  ( t h a t  i s  , 01 d  
guard communists a re  o r i e n t e d  toward Moscow w h i l e  
F i d e l  i s t a s  a re  o r i e n t e d  toward F i d e l )  has a l r eady  been 
p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  t h e  body o f  t h i s  t h e s i s .  What has n o t  
been d iscussed i s  the  importance o f  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
l o y a l t y .  As F i d e l  drew c l o s e r  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  sphef-e o f  
i n f l u e n c e  and f i n a l l y  became a  f u l l  member o f  t he  Soc i -  
a l i s t  b l oc ,  he faced the  very  r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  an 
abrup t  end t o  h i s  ca reer  as l e a d e r  o f  Cuba. Th i s  be- 
comes c l e a r  when one examines t h e  Cuban exper ience  i n  
terms o f  t h e  S o v i e t  exper ience up t o  t he  1960 's .  P r i o r  
t o  t h e  1960 's  o n l y  " acc red i t ed "  p a r t i e s  ( t h a t  i s ,  p a r t i e s  
t h a t  accepted t h e  S o v i e t  p o i n t  o f  view on r e v o l u t i o n ,  
socio-economic s t r u c t u r e s  des i r ab le ,  e t c .  . ) woul d  have 
an o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  becoming f u l l  members o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  
b loc ,  p r o v i d i n g ,  o f  course, t h a t  t he  a c c r e d i t e d  p a r t y  
had cap tu red  power i n  i t s  own coun t ry .  By t he  e a r l y  
1960 's  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between Mao and Khrushchev were 
becoming c l e a r ,  t h i s  a l ong  w i t h  some twen ty  years  o f  
d i f f e r e n c e s  between T i t o  and S o v i e t  l eade rs  had caused 
t he  S o v i e t  Union t o  proceed c a u t i o u s l y  i n  t he  acceptance 
of new S o c i a l i s t  b l o c  members. I n  s h o r t  by t he  t ime  
F i d e l  had made h i s  r e v o l u t i o n  t h e  S o v i e t  exper ience  had 
caused them t o  shy away f rom such an o b v i o u s l y  indepen- 
den t  and cha r i sma t i c  l eade r  as F i d e l ,  t h e  S o v i e t  cho ice 
f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t he  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  would be people 
more l i k e  themselves; i n  o t h e r  words, the  Cuban o l d  
guard communists. Thus t he  mere ex i s t ence  o f  t he  Cuban 
o l d  guard c o m u n i s t s  i n  Cuba, who were h i g h l y  organized,  
was a  t h r e a t  t o  F i d e l  ' s  p o s i t i o n  as l eade r .  On t he  o t h e r  
hand, as d iscussed i n  t h e  body o f  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  t h e i r  e x i s -  
tence a l s o  o f fe red  F i d e l  a  way i n t o  t he  S o c i a l i s t  b l oc ,  
p r o v i d i n g  F i d e l  p l ayed  h i s  cards r i g h t .  P l a y  h i s  cards 
r i g h t  he d i d ,  i n  f a c t  w i t h i n  a  s h o r t  t ime  t he  F i d e l i z a t i o n  
o f  t h e  p a r t y  began and F i d e l  was a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  r a t h e r  
d e l i c a t e  j u g g l i n g  a c t  by bo th  u s i n g  t he  o l d  guard commu- 
n i s t s  and a t  t h e  same t ime  phas ing them o u t  c~f key 
p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  p a r t y .  



CHAPTER THREE 

THE INTEGRATED REVOLUTIONARY ORGANIZATIONS( ORI ) 

O f  t he  th ree  amalgamating r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o rgan iza t ions ,  
on l y  t he  PSP had the  experience, the  d i s c i p l i n e d  
membership, and t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  background t h a t  were 
needed i n  s e t t i n g  up t h e  ORI-PURS. There was a l so  
another,  and very s i g n i f i c a n t  advantage from F i d e l ' s  
p o i n t  o f  view. The enhanced r o l e  o f  t he  PSP would 
i n s p i  r e  more conf idence i n  the Kreml i n  concerning 
h i s  own r e l i a b i l i t y ,  wh i l e  the PSP i n  t u r n  would be 
more w i l l i n g  and i n  a  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  t o  persuade 
the  Kreml in  t o  recognize the  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  F i d e l  ' s  
c l a i m  t o  f u l l  membership i n  the s o c i a l i s t  c l ub .  1  

I t  i s  i n  the s tudy o f  the OR1 t h a t  t h e  s t r u g g l e  between F-idel 

and the p a r t y  o l d  guard i s  most ev ident .  There i s  evidence t h a t  as  
J 

e a r l y  as January, 1961 the  PSP and F ide l  had reached an agreement on 

the  fo rmat ion  o f  t he  ORI ;  however, i t  was n o t  u n t i l  J u l y  26, 1961 t h a t  

OR1 o f f i c i a l l y  came i n t o  ex is tence.  Throughout 1961 and t h e  e a r l y  

p a r t  o f  1962 o l d  guard p a r t y  members concentrated t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on 

organ iz ing  the new p a r t y  O R I ;  ~ n f b a l  Escalante soon became the  key 

f i g u r e  i n  t he  o rgan i za t i ona l  d r i v e  and i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  he was opera t ing  

under the  assumption t h a t  power i n  Cuba would r e s i d e  w i t h i n  the  new 

pa r t y .  

As e a r l y  as November 10, 1961 F ide l  

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o l d  guard organ iza t  

was ignored by Escalante. By March 13, 1962 

had 

i ona 

the 

pub1 i c a l  l y  d isp layed 

1  d r i v e ,  b u t  h i s  warn 

o l d  guard< attempt 



t o  cap tu re  power f o r  t h e  new p a r t y  had been so success fu l  t h a t  F i d e l  

began an a t t a c k  on Escalante and h i s  suppor ters  t h a t  was t o  very  

q u i c k l y  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  purge o f  many o f  t h e  o l d  guard f rom the  p a r t y  

and t h e i r  rep1 acement by F i d e l  i s tas .  

The m i s s i l e  c r i s i s  o f  October, 1962 gave F i d e l  the  l e v e r  he 

needed w i t h  t h e  U.S.S.R. and thus the  o l d  guard r o l e  o f  middleman was 

no l onge r  r e q u i r e d  and F i d e l  l o s t  no t ime  i n  r e l e g a t i n g  o l d  guard 

p a r t y  members t o  o b s c u r i t y  and n e g o t i a t i n g  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  U.S .S .R.  

over  t h e  i s sue  o f  f u l l  Cuban membership i n t o  t he  S o c i a l i s t  B loc.  

F i d e l ' s  t a c t i c s  worked, as on May 23, 1963, t h e  Cuban Communist Par ty ,  

a t  t h a t  t ime c a l l e d  t h e  Un i t ed  Pa r t y  o f  The S o c i a l i s t  Revo lu t ion  

( P N S ) ,  was accepted as a t r u e  communist p a r t y  by t n e  U.S.S.K. and thus 

a member o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  b l o c .  

( i  The Format ion o f  OR1 

Whi le t h e  o f f i c i a l  f o rma t i on  o f  OR1 began as a  r e s u l t  o f  a  

meet ing h e l d  J u l y  26, 1961, u n o f f i c i a l l y  OR1 had begun f o rma t i on  

severa l  months e a r l i e r .  As e a r l y  as January, 1961, t he  PSP had ceased 

t o  make any pronouncements whatsoever on Cuban events w h i l e  a t  t he  

same t ime m a i n t a i n i n g  con tac t  w i t h  ~ t s  f r a t e r n a l  p a r t i e s  abroad. 
/ 

Suarez p o i n t s  o u t  a  1  i s t  o f  g ree t ings  t o  f r a t e r n a l  p a r t i e s  pub l i shed  



i n  Hoy between March 9 and J u l y  4, 1961. They were as f o l  lows: 

March 9 - CP o f  Venezuela, March 18 - CP o f  Norway, March 18 - 

CP o f  B r i t a i n ,  June 3 - CP o f  I s r a e l ,  June 25 - CP o f  Colambia, 
/ 

and J u l y  4 - CP o f  Mongolia. Suarez f e e l s  t h a t  by January, 1961, 

t he  PSP and F i d e l  had a l r eady  discussed t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  new 

p a r t y  and F i d e l  had secured t h e  PSP's agreement t o  d i s s o l v e  t h e  

PSP and j o i n  t h e  new p a r t y  a t  the  app rop r i a te  t ime,  b u t  t he  PSP 

used these g ree t i ngs  t o  f r a t e r n a l  p a r t i e s  t o  make t h e i r  presence 

f e l t  and thus "p ressure"  F i d e l  i n t o  pub1 i c l ~  announcing t he  

fo rmat ion  o f  a  new p a r t y .  2 

The laws promulgated i n  February 1961, were an e a r l y  i n d i c a t i o n  

t h a t  the Cuban s t a t e  apparatus was l e a d i n g  toward s o c i a l i s m  and thus 

t he  increased importance o f  PSP p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  came 

as no s u r p r i s e  t o  a s t u t e  observers.  Edward Boo rs te i n  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  

t he  purpose o f  t h e  o rgan ic  laws was " . . . to  complete the  t ask  o f  r e b u i l d i n g  

the s t a t e  apparatus, t o  g i v e  i t  the  s t r u c t u r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  operate a 

s o c i a l  

Cen t r a  

s t ,  planned economy". 3 

4 / The laws r e s u l t e d  i n  a  JUCEPLAN (Junta Cen t ra l  de P l a n i f i c a c i o n  - 

Board f o r  P lanning)  w i t h  g r e a t l y  increased powers i n  t he  Cuban 

s t a t e  apparatus. I ns tead  o f  assuming mere a d v i s i n g  f u n c t i o n s  JUCEPLAN 

was now p laced i n  charge o f  fo rming  t he  p lans under which t he  Cuban 

economy would run .  Law 935, o f  February 29, 1961, reads: 



The p lans  which t h e  JUCEPLAN fo rmu la tes  wi 11 
be submi t ted t o  t h e  cons ide ra t i on  of t h e  
Counci l  o f  M i n i s t e r s  an once approved w i l l  
have t h e  f o r c e  o f  law. !? 

Goldenberg p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  a lmost  a l l  t he  s e c r e t a r i e s  o f  

JUCEI ( p r o v i n c i a l  organs o f  JUCEPLAN) were members o f  t h e  o l d  

6  Communist Par ty .  Thus, as e a r l y  as February, 1961, t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  

PSP i n  t he  r e v o l u t i o n  had increased s i , g n i f i c a n t l y .  A 

I n  e a r l y  1961, t he  PSP, t h e  D i r e c t o r i o  Revo luc ionar io ,  the  

J u l y  26 Movement, and t he  Young Pioneers began t o  c a s u a l l y  be r e f e r r e d  

t o  as "organizac iones r e v o l u c i o n a r i a s  in tegradas"  by t he  Cuban Press. 
7 

1 
It i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  no te  t h a t  on May 24, 1961, Revolution pub l i shed  

/ 
two p i c t u r e s  o f  a  meet ing i n  t he  town o f  Guantanamo w i t h  a  cap t i on  

i d e n t i f y i n g  the p i c t u r e s  as the  scene o f  " f u s i o n "  between t he  PSP, J u l y  

26 Movement and t h e  D i r e c t o r i o  Revo luc ionar io .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Draper p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  on June 4, 1961, a t  a  

s tuden t  meet ing i n  Havana, ~ h g  Guevara s a i d  " t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  l a c k i n g  i s  

t o  c rea te  t he  p a r t y  and t o  name F i d e l  as i t s  Secre ta ry  Genera l " .  Thus, 

cons iderab le  work had gone i n t o  the  c r e a t i o n  of  the  new p a r t y  preceding 

the  meet ing o f  J u l y  26, 1961. Nevertheless, t h e  o f f i c i a l  beg inn ing  o f  

OR1 can be t raced  t o  t h i s  meeting. When F i d e l  proposed t h e  ques t ion :  

" w i l l  a l l  who suppor t  t he  un ion o f  a l l  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n  t he  u n i t e d  

p a r t y  of t he  S o c i a l i s t  Revo lu t ion  r a i s e  t h e i r  hands ," he rece ived  

a r e p l y  t h a t  was overwhelmingly i n  t he  a f f i r m a t i v e .  



As a  r e s u l t  of  the  above named meet ing, t h e  OR1 was s e t  up 
1 

t o  organize and b u i l d  t he  P a r t i d o  Unido de l a  Revolucion S o c i a l i s t a  

(PURS). OR1 membership was drawn from t h r e e  key Cuban r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

o rgan iza t ions ;  t he  PSP, t h e  26 J u l y  Movement, and t h e  D i r e c t o r i o  

Revoluc ionar io .  I n  November o f  1961, F i d e l  s e t  t h e  tone o f  t he  new 

p a r t y  when he exp la ined  t h a t  t he  " t r u e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  would be a  

s e l e c t  and smal l  p a r t y  o f  t he  masses, w h i l e  t he  masses, though they  

cou ld  suppor t  t he  r e v o l u t i o n ,  cou ld  n o t  c a l l  themselves rev01 u t i o n a r i e s "  . 10 

When F i d e l  used h i s  personal  i n f l u e n c e  t o  a i d  ~ Q z a r o  ~ e x a  ( o l d  guard 

PSP member) ga in  h i s  p o s i t i o n  as sec re ta r y  general  of CTC,  i t  became 

c l e a r  t h a t  the  PSP had assumed a  somewhat more impo r tan t  r o l e  i n  t he  

r e v o l u t i o n  than p rev ious l y ;  a l though e x a c t l y  what t he  r o l e  was t o  be 

was n o t  y e t  c l e a r l y  de f i ned  o r  understood. The PSP, however, f e l t  

t h a t  i t s  r o l e  i n  OR1 was s u f f i c i e n t l y  impor tan t  and secure t h a t  t h e  

Pa r t y  o f f i c i a l l y  d i sso l ved  i t s e l f  on November 27, 1961. l1 By t h i s  

t ime, i t  was becoming f a i r l y  c l e a r  t h a t  t he  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  behind OR1 

was one ~n:bal Escalante ( o l d  guard PSP member) who announced t h a t  

the OR1 had s e t  up headquarters i n  100 o f  126 townships on t he  i s l a n d  

and had some 800 OR1 n u c l e i  i n  Havana. 

I n  May o f  1961, Escalante had sa id :  " . . . the  r e v o l u t i o n  had 

completed the  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  stage ' d e f i n e d '  i n  May, 1959, and 

i n  May, 1961, was e n t e r i n g  t he  s o c i a l i s t  s tage as a d e c i s i v e  s tep  

on the road t o  communism". Thus, Escalante s e t  about b u i l d i n g  a  



new party based on the t radi t ional  party model , with a1 1 the assumptions 

underlying such a model. The key assumption being tha t  power resides 

w i t h i n  the party, an assumption tha t  section two of t h i s  chapter shows 

t o  have been premature, t o  say the l eas t ,  a t  this point i n  Cuban history. 

take control of the ORI, "old guard" i n  

of the provincial secretary-generals of 

namely: ~ o s 6  L. G.  Carvajal , Silvio Qu i ntana, ~ e o e i d e s  ~ a l  derTo, 

As Escalante continued to  build the new party, and i n  the process t o  

f l  uence spread. Five of s ix  

OR1 were former PSP members; I 

Arnaldo ~ i l i s n  and Ladislao ~onz<lez  Carvajal. l 3  By l a t e  1961, the OR1 

controlled the School f o r  Revolutionary Education and the mili tary academy 

and the communist analysis of the Cuban his tor ical  process was beginning 

t o  al ienate  many veteran supporters of Fidel. In addition, OR1 had 

implemented an ef fec t ive  screening out program fo r  those army off icers  ,, 

not well versed i n  the teachings of Marxism-Leninism (a group which 

often included Fidel i s t a s ) .  

On December 1,  1961, Fidel gave his "I  am a Marxist-Leninist" 

speech and during the discourse proclaimed his Marxism-Leninism and 

i n  the l a s t  section of the speech announced his decision to  make 

a single Marxist-Leninist party upon which his regime would be based. 

Fidel went on to  explain tha t  a continuation of his one man rule was 

no longer "correct" since the revolutionary process was now considerably 



more advanced than i n  1959 and t h a t  f o r  h i s  p a r t  he would "subord ina te"  

h imse l f  t o  t h e  new p a r t y .  The PSP assumed i t  would o f  course p l a y  

a  major p a r t  i n  t he  new p a r t y .  14 

On February 6, 1962, as i f  t o  c o n f i r m  F i d e l ' s  decreased r o l e  

i n  the  r e v o l u t i o n  Car los Rafael  ~ o d r - f ~ u e z  ( o l d  guard PSP and p ro -  

F i d e l  i s t a )  assumed F i d e l  ' s  p o s i t i o n  as P res iden t  o f  INRA. 15 

On March 9, 1962, the  f i r s t  " o f f i c i a l  l i s t "  o f  t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e  

o f  the  OR1 was re leased.  The l i s t  was a  balanced compromise between 

o l d  guard communists and F i d e l i s t a s .  l6 It  had now been over  two months 

s ince  F i d e l ' s  b i d  f o r  f u l l  membership i n t o  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  b l o c  and t he  

U.S.S.R. had y e t  t o  r e p l y .  On March 13, 1962, F i d e l  began a  s e r i e s  

u i .~ r~dnoeuvers  designed t o  i n d i c a t e  t o  t he  U.S.S.R. t h a t  he was f i r m l y  i n  

c o n t r o l  of the  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n  and there war no chance e f  t h i s  s i  t u a t i ~ n  

changing i n  t he  b r cseeab le  f u t u r e ;  t h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  was no p o i n t  i n  

con t i nu ing  the  wa i t -and-see  game before g r a n t i n g  Cuba f u l l  membership 

i n t o  t he  S o c i a l i s t  b loc.  

( i i )  The Purge o f  Escalante and t he  R e p a t r i a t i o n  o f  OR1 

On November 10, 1961, speaking t o  OR1 ' s  Revo lu t ionary  O r i e n t a t i o n  

Committee (COR), F i d e l  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  he was somewhat d isp leased  w i t h  t he  
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OR1 when he warned t h a t  " A r b i t r a r y  a r res ts  must s top!"  Escalante 

was present a t  the meeting ( i n  f a c t ,  he cha i red  the meeting) bu t  chose 

t o  ignore  F i d e l ' s  warning and cont inued t o  b u i l d  the p a r t y  according 

t o  h i s  concept ion o f  a  vanguard pa r t y .  

-. 

On March 13, i n  a  speech given a t  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Havana, 

F ide l  began h i s  a t t a c k  on Escalante and the leadersh ip  o f  O R I .  Halfway 

through h i s  speech F ide l  paused and said:  

And we, w h i l e  he was reading, were f o l l o w i n g  
the testament i n  a  book ... We no t i ced  t h a t  he 
skipped the  f o u r t h  paragraph.. .Out o f  c u r i o s i t y  
we began t o  read what he had skipped and we 
saw what s a i d  ..." We t r u s t  t h a t - t h e  p u r i t y  o f  
our  aims w i l l  a t t r a c t  the favour o f  God, t o  
a l l ow  us t o  e s t a b l i s h  the r u l e  o f  j u s t i c e  i n  
our country" .  Now t h a t  i s  very i n t e r e s t i n g ,  
I thought:  "Caramba! Did he i n t e n t i o n a l  l y  
omi t  these th ree  l i n e s ? "  When he f i n i s h e d  
reading, I asked him. And he sa id :  " A t  the 
entrance they gave i n s t r u c t i o n s .  I described 
what I was going t o  read and they t o l d  me t o  
s k i p  those th ree  l i n e s " .  

I s  t h i s  poss ib le ,  comrades? Are we so cowardly, 
so b igo ted  i n  mind, t h a t  we have t o  omi t  th ree  
1  ines from the testament o f  ~ o s 6  Antonio ~ c h e v a r r - 6  
simply because ... he be l ieved i n  God? What s o r t  o f  
f a i t h  i s  t h i s  i n  t r u t h ? .  , .And the tragedy i s  t h a t  
the comrade who rece ived the  order  t o  omi t  those 
l i n e s  i s  a  poet, and i n  h i s  own l i t t l e  book o f  
verses (which I have here) i s  one which i s  e n t i  t l  ed 
'Prayer t o  the  Unknown God'. 18 

Ha lper in  po in t s  ou t  t h a t  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i n  h i s  n a r r a t i o n  F iae l  

exploded w i t h  "...what a myopic, sectar ian,  s tupid,  and crooked 

conception.. .What a re  they t r y i n g  t o  do t h i s  r e v o l u t i o n ?  Transform i t  



i n t o  a  yoke f o r  oxen o r  a  school f o r  puppets?" l9 Only two days 

l a t e r  ~ e v o l  ucio< ran  an e d i t o r i a l  e n t i t l e d  "War Aga ins t  Sectar ian ism" ; 

F i d e l ' s  a t t a c k  on Escalante and h i s  l eade rsh ip  o f  OR1 was now w e l l  

under way. 

On March 16, 1962, ~ h ;  Guevara, M i n i s t e r  o f  I n d u s t r y ,  con t inued  

the a t t a c k  on t he  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l eade rsh ip  (OR1 l eade rsh ip )  when he 

complained i n  a  speech t o  un ion o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  "The achievements o f  

the r e v o l u t i o n  ... a r e  con f i ned  t o  the  es tab l i shment  o f  a  few smal l  consumer- 

goods f a c t o r i e s  and t he  complet ion o f  f a c t o r i e s  s t a r t e d  under the  

d i c t a t o r s h i p " .  He went on t o  c r i t i c i z e  t he  q u a l i t y  o f  goods produced, 

low p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  incompetence o f  t echn i c i ans  and managers, bu reauc ra t i c  

h a b i t s  and " l a c k  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  awareness, t h e  inadequacy o f  our  work. 

i n s u f f i c i e n t  c o n t r o l ,  and l a c k  o f  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  v i g i l a n c e " .  2 0 

On March 16, i n  a  speech g iven  a t  t he  g raduat ion  exerc ises  of  

a  one-year acce le ra ted  teachers course, F i d e l  became more s p e c i f i c  

i n  h i s  a t t a c k  when he mentioned OR1 by name: "There a r e  people who 

have t h e  i dea  t h a t  t o  be long t o  the  OR1 g ives  them the  r i g h t  t o  be 

g i v i n g  orders ,  t o  f i r e  and appo in t  bove rnmen ta l  adrni n i s t r a t o q  - , t o  

c rea te  chaos i n  t he  management o f  t h e  s t a t e " .  F i d e l  went on t o  accuse 

OR1 s e c r e t a r i e s  up and down the  coun t r y  o f  imposing despot ism on t he  

coun t ry  t h a t  r i v a l e d  t h a t  o f  B a t i s t a  and h i s  henchmen. 



By March 22, 1962, t he  Na t i ona l  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  t he  OR1 had 

named a  s e c r e t a r i a t  t h a t  i nc l uded  B las  Roca b u t  n o t  Escalante;  t he  

o t h e r  members of the  s e c r e t a r i a t  were F i d e l i s t a s .  On March 26, 

Escalante was f i r e d  f rom h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  OR1 and shipped o f f  t o  

Prague on t he  f i r s t  a v a i l a b l e  plane. The n e x t  day, F i d e l  d e l i v e r e d  

a  speech over  n a t i o n a l  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n ,  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  which 

was "sec ta r ian ism" .  I n  t h i s  speech F i d e l  became even more s p e c i f i c  

i n  h i s  a t t a c k  when he t o l d  h i s  l i s t e n e r s  and viewers t h a t  ~ n f b a l  

Escalante was a  communist f o r  many years  and: 

I n  our  op in i on  he ?as a  t r u e  Communist, an honest  
Communist.. . bu t  An1 b a l  Escalante e r red .  ~ n - f b a l  
Escalante,  a  Communist, committed grave e r r o r s .  
The f a c t  i s  t h a t  Communists a l s o  make mis takes:  
They a r e  men, a f t e r  a l l .  Is t h i s  t h e  o n l y  t ime  t h a t  
t he  Comun is t s  have made a mis take? No, Communists 
have made many mis takes.  The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  Communist movement i s  studded w i t h  mis takes.  
Many apply  Marxism wrongly.  A man, a f t e r  a1 1  , and 
o n l y  a  man, and l i k e  every Pman be ing  exposed t o  
t he  tempta t ion  o f  e r r o r ,  An1 ba l  Escalante e r red .  2  2  

F i d e l  went on t o  e l abo ra te  on Esca lan te ' s  " e r r o r s " .  Escalante 

had b u i l t  a  p a r t y  t h a t  was an apparatus f o r  t h e  implementat ion o f  h i s  

own orders,  the  OR1 had evolved t o  t h e  p o i n t  where i t  was i n t e r f e r i n g  

w i t h  t he  ope ra t i on  o f  va r ious  governmental m i n i s t e r i e s  , OR1 s e c r e t a r i e s  

were a n t i - F i d e l i s t a ,  e t c .  I n  sho r t ,  F i d e l  had shown t h a t  Esca lan te ' s  

assumption t h a t  t he  t ime  was r i g h t  f o r  implementat ion o f  a t r a d i t i o n a l  



Communist p a r t y  was unt ime ly  t o  say the l e a s t .  I n  a  speech on March 

28, 1962, F ide l  repeated h i s  charges o f  t h e  prev ious day and c l e a r l y  

showed t h a t  i t  was he and n o t  the o l d  guard communists who was 

i n  c o n t r o l  o f  the r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Cuba. The OR1 was, o f  course, purged 

o f  Escalante appointments and more F i d e l i s t a s  brought i n t o  the key 

pos i t i ons .  

i 
As M. Ha lper in  po in t s  ou t  23 w h i l e  most o f  F ide l  ' s  speech had 

: at tacked the OR1 and Communist leadership o f  O R I ,  F i d e l  d i d  attempt 

t o e n d  h i s  speech on a  n o t e o f  u n i t y w h e n  h e c a l l e d  f o r  the p e o p l e o f  

,' Cuba t o  respect  and recognize the mer i t s  o f  t he  Communists and the  

Communists t o  assume an a t t i t u d e  o f  modesty. Thus, several  important  

governmental p o s i t i o n s  were l e f t  i n  the hands o f  Communists (Communists 

l o y a l  t o  F i  de l  ) . For exampl e, Carlos Rafael ~ o d r f ~ u e z  cont inued as 

\ Pres ident  o f  INRA,  Manuel Luzardo cont inued a t  the  M i n i s t r y  o f  I n t e r n a l  
"I \ Trade, L ione l  Soto cont inued a t  the School o f  Revolut ionary I n s t r u c t i o n s ,  

\and ~ & a r  Escalante ( ~ n f b a l ' s  b ro the r )  succeeded ~ n & a l  as d i r e c t o r  
'1 

o f  the Committee o f  Revolut ionary Or ien ta t i on  (COR) o f  O R I .  

M. Hal p e r i n  repo r t s  t h a t  on Apr i  l 11, 1962, Pravda fea tured 

an e d i t o r i a l  t h a t  p ra ised F i d e l ' s  " p e r f e c t l y  c o r r e c t  c r i t i c i s m  o f  

sec tar ian  e r r o r s "  and went on t o  declare F i d e l ' s  speech o f  March 26 

t o  be Marx i s t -Len in i s t ,  and r e f e r r e d  t o  F ide l  as the n a t i o n a l  hero of 



the  Cuban people. The f u l l  blame f o r  the e n t i r e  episode was p u t  on 

~ n f b a l  Escalante. 2 4 

A f t e r  the  purge o f  Escalante the  task o f  e l e c t i n g  "model 

workers" was begun. Ha lper in  describes t h i s  process o f  e l e c t i o n  o f  

model workers : 

Candidates f o r  membership i n  the new Cuban 
scheme were nominated from among the workers 
i n c l u d i n g  the  managerial s t a f f s  ,by a m a j o r i t y  
vote a t  open mass meetings i n  each work cen t re  
o r  i n s t i t u t i o n .  To be e l i g i b l e  f o r  nominat ion 
a person had t o  be an ' exemplary worker, an 
a c t i v e  member o f  a number o f  mass organ iza t ions  
i n c l u d i n g  the  m i l i t i a ,  and f a m i l i a r  w i t h  F i d e l ' s  
important  pronouncements and those o f  Che. .'. , 
and had n o t  t o  have voted i n  t he  e l e c t i o n  B a t i s t a  
mounted i n  1958. . ! ~ o n s ~ i c u o u s l ~  miss ing among 
the requ i red  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  was a knowledge o f  
any o f  t he  c l a s s i c s  o f  Comnunist l i t e r a t u r e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  the works o f  Marx, Engels, and Lenin. 
A t  t he  same t ime, candidates and a l l  o thers  
were g iven t o  understand t h a t  membership i n  the  
p a r t y  would prov ide  no p r i v i l e g e s .  F i n a l l y ,  
nominees were screened by p a r t y  a u t h o r i t i e s  
before r e c e i v i n g  t h e i r  membership cards. 25 

I n  t h i s  way, F i d e l  hoped t o  ga in  the  support o f  the Cuban people 

f o r  the r e v i t a l i z e d  p a r t y  and a t  the same t ime ensure t h a t  the  o l d  guard 

d i d  n o t  c o n t r o l  the  " type" o f  r e c r u i t s  admit ted t o  the  Party .  

( i i i )  The M i s s i l e  C r i s i s  

In October of  1962, a major con f ron ta t i on  was t o  occur between 



the U.S.A. and the  U.S.S.R. t h a t  would r e s u l t  i n  increased leverage 

f o r  F ide l  i n  h i s  b i d  f o r  f u l l  membership i n  the  S o c i a l i s t  b l o c .  

F ide l  ' s  purge o f  Escalante and h i s  f o l l owers  from OR1 , 

coupled w i t h  the remaining Cuban o l d  guard's submission t o  F i d e l  , 

l e f t  the U.S.S.R. w i t h  no choice b u t  acceptance o f  F i d e l  as supreme 

leader o f  the Cuban r e v o l u t i o n .  

During the nex t  few months, a number o f  t rade and mutual 

defense agreements were concluded between Moscow and Cuba, one o f  

which must have prov ided f o r  Soviet  m i s s i l e s  on Cuban s o i l .  By August 

29, U.S. reconnaissance planes discovered ground-to-a i r  m i s s i l e .  bases 

i n  Cuba. On September 8, the U.S.A. discovered long-range m i s s i l e  

bases i n  Cuba. On October 22, Pres ident  Kennedy denounced the Cuban 

m i s s i l e  bases and ordered a blockade o f  a11 shipments o f  o f fens i ve  

m i l i t a r y  weapons t o  Cuba. 26 For the next  s i x  days Kennedy and 

Khruschev p rac t i ced  brinkmanship on a grand scale. On October 26, 1962 

s a n i t y  once again p reva i l ed  and Khruschev gave i n  t o  Kennedy and agreed 

t o  (1 )  remove the m iss i l es ;  (2 )  a l l ow  U.N. i nspec t i on  o f  dismantled 

m i s s i l e  s i t e s .  Unfor tunate ly ,  Khruschev had f a i l e d  t o  consu l t  w i t h  F ide l  

dur ing  the s i x  days o f  brinkmanship. A s i t u a t i o n  which l e d  F ide l  t o  

conclude: "An armed c o n f l i c t  has been avoided, b u t  peace has not  been 

achieved." 28 



Khruschev's u n i l a t e r a l  d e c i s i o n  t o  remove t he  m i s s i l e s  f rom 

Cuban s o i l  c a s t  F i d e l  i n  t he  r o l e  o f  a  pawn i n  the  game o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

power p o l i t i c s ,  a  r o l e  he t r i e d  t o  d i s c a r d  i n  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  October 

28th,  t o  U. Thant. The l e t t e r  dec la res  " . . .P res iden t  Kennedy's 

guarantees t h a t  t he re  w i l l  be no aggress ion a g a i n s t  Cuba a r e  meaningless" 

un less he agrees, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  ending t he  "quaran t ine" ,  t o  implement 

the  f o l l o w i n g  f i v e  s t i p u l a t i o n s .  

1 )  L i f t  t he  economic blockade..  . ; 2)  Stop a l l  
subvers ive a c t i v i t i e s . .  . c a r r i e d  on f rom the  
t e r r i t o r y  o f  the  Un i t ed  S ta tes  and f rom a  few o t h e r  
c o u n t r i e s  coopera t ing  w i t h  i t ;  3)  Stop t he  a t t a c k s  
by p i r a t e  vessels  based i n  the  Un i t ed  S ta tes  and 
Puerto Rico; 4 )  Stop a l l  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  our  a i r  
space and t e r r i t o r i a l  waters by Un i t ed  States 
a i r c r a f t  and warships;  5 )  Withdraw f rom Guantanamo 
Naval Base and r e t u r n  t h e  Cuban j g r r i t o r y  
occupied by t he  Un i t ed  S ta tes .  LY 

I n  t he  end, F i d e l  r e fused  t o  a l l o w  o n - t h e - s i t e  i n s p e c t i o n  of 

d ismant led m i s s i l e s  by U.N. observers,  b u t  a l lowed U.S. U-2 p lanes 

t o  photograph t he  s i t e s .  

The m i s s i l e  c r i s i s  was t o  have a  l a s t i n g  e f f e c t  on F i d e l ' s  

f e e l i n g s  towards t h e  U.S.S.R. and o l d  guard communists. On October 

28, Hay had p ra i sed  Khruschev by r e f e r r i n g  t o  h i s  " sens ib l e ,  r e a l  i s t i c ,  

and fa i rm inded ac t s  and proposals" .  30 On October 30, 1961, Hoy 

acknowledged F i d e l  ' s  f i v e  p o i n t s  and supported them. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  L a t i n  



American CP's l i n e d  up on the  s i de  o f  Moscow and p ra i sed  Khruschev 

f o r  " e x e r c i s i n g  statesmanship which had preserved w o r l d  peace and 

guaranteed the  f u t u r e  o f  s o c i a l i s m  i n  Cuba. I, 31 

As a  r e s u l t  o f  the  m i s s i l e  crisis,Cuban - U.S.S.R. r e l a t i o n s  

were a t  t h e i r  l owes t  ebb s i nce  1959. By t h e  end of  1962, S o v i e t  

pronouncements on t he  L a t i n  American l i b e r a t i o n  movement renewed 

t h e i  r emphasis on peacefu l  s t r ugg le .  F i d e l  , meanwhi le, had adopted 

Che's t h e s i s  o f  v i o l e n t  r e v o l u t i o n  and i n  a  speech on January 15, 1962, 

launched an i d e o l o g i c a l  a t t a c k  on the  Sov ie t  l i n e .  F i d e l  accused 

L a t i n  American Communist t h e o r i s t s  o f  be ing  " a f r a i d  o f  r e v o l u t i o n "  and 

i n  f a c t  c r e a t i n g  " r e s i g n a t i o n ,  conformism, and f e a r  o f  rev01 u t i o n  

32 among the masses". 

F i d e l  went on t o  a t t a c k  Cuban old  guard communists when he 

accused them o f  " d i s t o r t i n g  t he  h i s t o r i c  t r u t h s  o f  h i s  r e v o l u t i o n "  

and a t t emp t i ng  " t o  use t h e  case of Cuba t o  confuse r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  

of o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  where t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n  e x i s t  and where 

they can do the  same as i n  Cuba". 33 

The U.S.S.R. was p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  F i d e l  ' s  c r i t i c i s m s  

s ince  Peking was openly  a t t a c k i n g  Khruschev as a " r e v i s i o n i s t "  and 

F i d e l  ' s  a t t a c k s  served t o  aggravate t he  po l  i t i c a l  tens ions  between I 

pro-Moscow CP o f f i c i a l s  and t h e i r  l o c a l  Peking-Havana o r i e n t e d  c r i t i c s  , 



throughout L a t i n  America. 

The f i r s t  a t tempt  a t  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  appeared i n  the  form o f  

the U.S.S.R.  - Cuban Trade Agreement, February 6, 1963. The U.S.S.R.  
- - - 

granted Cuba a c r e d i t  t o  compensate fo r  the  t rade  imbalance f o r  

1961-1962 and t o  i nc lude  the  p ro jec ted  imbalance f o r  1963. I n  add i t i on ,  

the U.S.S.R. permi t ted  Cuba t o  d i v e r t  one m i l l i o n  tons o f  t he  U.S .S .R .  

quota o f  sugar t o  the  wor ld  market and thus o b t a i n  needed d o l l a r s  and 

h igher  p r i ces  f o r  the  sugar. The U.S.S.R. f u r t h e r  agreed t o  inc rease 

the  p r i c e  of Cuban sugar f o r  1963. 

Six teen days a f t e r  the  t rade agreement, February 22, 1963, 

F i d e l  de l i ve red  a speech e n t i t l e d  "On the  U n i t y  Pa r t y  o f  t he  S o c i a l i s t  

Revolut ion o f  Cuba (PURS)" . 34 The speech marked the  t r a n s i t i o n  o f  OR1 

i n t o  PURS, w i t h  F i d e l  se rv ing  as Secretary-General o f  the  new pa r t y .  

A f r o n t  page head l ine  i n  ~ e v o l u c i o i ,  A p r i l  16, 1963, s i g n i f i e d  

the  second major U.S.S.R. gesture toward r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  Cuba. 

The headl ine announced F i d e l ' s  impending v i s i t  t o  t he  U.S.S.R. As M. 

Ha lpe r i n  w r i t e s :  

Ce r ta in l y ,  i n  the  800 years s ince  the  
founding of the  Duchy o f  Moscow, no 
Russian Czar, emperor o r  r u l e r  o f  the 
Sov ie t  Union had rece ived a v i s i t i n g  
head o f  s t a t e  o r  any o t h e r  f o r e i g n  guest 
w i t h  anyth ing remote ly  resembl ing the  
pomp and ceremony, and out-pour ing o f  
a t t e n t i o n  and honors, t h a t  Ni k i  t a  Khruschev 
bestowed on F i d e l  Castro. 35 



F i d e l ' s  v i s i t  cu lminated i n  t h e  J o i n t  Cuban-Soviet D e c l a r a t i o n  

o f  May 23, 1963, which p rov ided  F i d e l  w i t h  t h e  S o v i e t  acceptance o f  

Cuba i n t o  t he  s o c i a l i s t  b l o c ,  which he had been s t r i v i n g  f o r  s i nce  

e a r l y  1961. The document read: 

The r e l a t i o n s  between PURS and CPUSSR a r e  
based on t h e  unbreakable p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
p r o l e t a r i a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m  and f r a t e r n a l  
s o l i d a r i t y  , o f  e q u a l i t y  between t h e  p a r t i e s . .  . 36 

Thus, PURS was f i n a l l y  accepted as a  t r u e  Cormunist  Par ty ,  

w i t h  F i d e l  as i t s  head, by t h e  CPUSSR. 



( i v >  Footnotes - Chapter Three 

1 Ha lper in ,  M. op. c i t . ,  page 132. 

2 
/ 

Suarez, A. op. c i t . ,  page 128. 

3 Boors te in ,  Edward. The Economic Trans fo rmat ion  o f  Cuba. 
Month ly  Review Press, New York, 1969, page 140. 

4 Juceplan f i r s t  arose f rom t h e  o l d  o r g a n i c  law o f  March, 
1960. The o r i g i n a l  Juceplan was f o r  t h e  most p a r t  
engaged i n academic s tud ies  and i t s  recommendati ons 
were n o t  b i n d i n g  on anyone. U p l i k e  t h e  new v e r s i o n  o f  
Jucepl an t h e  o r i g i n a l  Jucepl ans terms o f  r e fe rence  
were f a r  t o o  vague. 

5 Boors te in ,  Ed. op. c i t . ,  page 149. 

6 Goldenberg, B. op. c i  t., page 245. 

Thomas, H. op. c i t . ,  page 1372. 

8 Draper, T. C a s t r o ' s  Revo lu t ion .  F rede r i ck  A. Praeger, 
Pub1 i s h e r s ,  New York, 1962, ' E e  123. 

9 Thomas, H. op. c i  t. , page 1372. 

10 - Ibid. ,  page 1373. i 
/ 

Morray, J . P. op. c i  t. , page 165. 

12 MacCaffey & Ba rne t t .  op. c i  t. , page 322:-1 $ 

13 
4 

Suarez, A.  op. c i t .  , page 148 ( f o o t n o t e  45).  

14 Draper, T. op. tit., page 149. 

15 I t  i s  r e p o r t e d  by M. H a l p e r i n  (o c i  t. ) pages 143-144 t h a t  
w h i l e  t h e  U.S.S.R. mere ly  s a t  bac 33 an hoped t h e  new p a r t y  
would cap tu re  power f rom F i d e l ,  t h e  Chinese attemptedGito 
persuade c e r t a i n  elements o f  t h e  former  PSP, among o the rs ,  
t o  s e i z e  power by a m i l i t a r y  coup? The Chinese appa ren t l y  
f e l t  t h a t  F i d e l  was an " i n c o r r i g i b l e  p e t i t  bourgeois  
romant ic  whose r a p i d  e l  i m i n a t i o n  was necessary t o  ensure 
Cuba's t r ans fo rma t i on  i n t o  a genuine s o c i a l i s t  s t a t e " .  



See Table I11 f o r  t h e  complete breakdown o f  t h e  
D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  OR1 as o f  March 9, 1962. 

Ha lper in ,  M. op. c i t . ,  page 133. 

Thomas, H. op. c i t .  , pages 1377-1378. 

Ha lper in ,  M.  op. tit., page 150. - 
Goldenberg, B. op. c i t . ,  page 257., emphasis added. 

Ha lper in ,  M.  op. c i t . ,  page 151. 

Thomas, H. op. c i t . ,  page 1379. 

Ha lper in ,  M. op. c i t . ,  pages 153-154. 

I b i d . ,  page 155. - 
I b i d . ,  page 158. - 
Trefousse, H.L. op. c i t . ,  pages 276-282. 

I b i d .  , pages 282-287. - 
~ u i r e z ,  A. op. c i t . ,  page 175. 

Ha lper in ,  M. op. c i t . ,  page 193. 

~ u i r e z ,  A .  op. c i  t., page 171. 

Cra in ,  D.A. op. c i t . ,  page 45. 



32 E., pages 53-54 

3 3 I b i d . ,  page 54. 

3 4 
/ 

Suarez, A .  op.  c i t . ,  page 179. 

3 5 H a l p e r i n ,  M .  op. c i t . ,  page 210. 

3 6 I b i d . ,  page 220. 



CHAPTER FOUR 

UNITED PARTY OF THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION 

"For  f i f t y  years  two fundamental f a c t o r s ,  one 
e x t e r n a l  and t h e  o t h e r  i n t e r n a l ,  have shaped 
the  na tu re  and p o l i t i c a l  modus operandi o f  t h e  
L a t i n  American Communist p a r t i e s .  The f i r s t  
and most impo r tan t  element i s  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
of  these o rgan i za t i ons  t o  t he  Communist P a r t y  
of t he  S o v i e t  Union (CPSU) and Sov ie t  f o r e i g n  
p o l i c y .  The second de te rmin ing  f a c t o r  i n v o l v e s  
the  na tu re  o f  t h e  Communist p a r t i e s  o f  L a t i n  
America.. .a f a c t o r  d i r e c t l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  
f i r s t  and r e l a t e d  t o  CP t r a d i t i o n s  and p a s t  
exper ience i n  t h e  L a t i n  American p o l i t i c a l  
process. 1  

The preceding q u o t a t i o n  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  s a l i e n t  t o  an under- 

s tand ing  o f  t he  development o f  t he  Cuban CP d u r i n g  t h e  years  1962 

through 1965. From t h e  purge o f  ~ n f b a l  Escalante i n  1962 onward, t he  
-- - 

h i s t o r y  o f  t he  Cuban CP can be understood as a  purge o f  " o l d  guard" 

p a r t y  members by n a t i o n a l i s t  f o r ces  ( F i d e l i s t a  f o r c e s ) .  . - It i s  w i t h  

the  f o rma t i on  and h i s t o r y  o f  PURS t h a t  t h i s  process i s  made e s p e c i a l l y  

c l e a r .  Al though F i d e l  a l lowed B las  Roca and ~ a t l  Cast ro  t o  s tep  up 

p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  i n  these years ,  t h e  p a r t y  i t s e l f  p layed 

l i t t l e  o r  no r o l e  i n  Cuban p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  I n  s h o r t ,  F i d e l  a l lowed 

the o l d  guard t o  expend t h e i r  energ ies i n  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  



l i t t l e  o r  no p a y - o f f  i n  terms o f  power f o r  t he  Pa r t y .  Th i s  chap te r  

w i  11 show t h a t  when t h e  p a r t y  d i d  beg in  t o  make headway i n  c a p t u r i n g  

"some" power F i d e l  went on theof fens ive and thus e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t he  p a r t y  becoming a s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r c e  i n  the  dec is ion-mak ing  

process i n  Cuban p o l i t i c a l  1  i f e .  

( i  The Role o f  t he  Old Guard i n  PURS 

As e a r l y  as 1963, F i d e l  had r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  " o l d  guard" 

c o n s t i t u t e d  a se r i ous  t h r e a t  t o  t he  i d e a l s  o f  t he  r e v o l u t i o n  he had 

made i n  1959. I .L .  Horowi tz  summarizes t he  na tu re  of  these t h r e a t s :  

The c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  Communist Pa r t y  would 
e l e v a t e  Havana t o  a  supreme p lace  i n  the  btireau- 
c r a t i c  h i e ra r chy ,  thus '  d e p r i v i n g  Cast ro  o f  t h e  
r u r a l  myst ique so v i t a l  t o  h i s  ou t look .  

The p a r t y  bureaucracy threatened t h e  
bas i s  o f  Cas t ro ' s  leadersh ip .  

char ismat  

I f  or thodoxy were v i c t o r i o u s ,  Cast ro  
saddled w i t h  n o t  o n l y  m a t e r i a l ,  b u t  
dependence upon t h e  Sov ie t  Union. 

would be 
i d e o l o g i c a l  

Orthodox communists threatened Cuba w i t h  i s o l a t i o n  
f rom o t h e r  L a t i n  American r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s .  L i k e  
S t a l i n ,  these o ld - t ime  communists were a f r a i d  t h a t  
every  o t h e r  r e v o l u t i o n  would be "premature",  
" l a c k i n g  i n  b a s i c  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  change". 

F i n a l l y ,  Cas t ro  f e l t  or thodoxy would be l i k e l y  t o  
smother t h e  rev01 u t i o n a r y  "wi 11 " , t h a t  human qua1 i t y  
t h a t  had overcome so many hardships and had a c t u a l l y  
made t h e  Cuban Revo lu t i on  poss ib l e .  * 



The f i r s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  t he  " o l d  guard" would 

n o t  be p l a y i n g  a  r o l e  i n  PURS s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  one they  p layed  i n  t he  

f o rma t i ve  stages o f  OR1 was t h e i r  complete l a c k  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  

F i d e l ' s  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  t he  U.S.S.R. i n  Way-June o f  1963. 

. . . n e i t h e r  B las Roca n o r  Car los Rafael  ~ o d r ( ~ u e z  
no r  any member o f  t he  former PSP l eade rsh ip  
formed p a r t  o f  t h e  group chosen by F i d e l  t o  
accompany him on h i s  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  t h e  S o v i e t  
Union. The Cuban p a r t y  r ep resen ta t i ves  p a r t i -  
c i p a t i n g  i n  t he  " f r a t e r n a l "  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  CPSU 
were a l l  Cas t ro i t es ,  thpt i s ,  besides Cast ro  
h i m s e l f ,  E m i l i q  Aragones, Serg io  de l  Jal  l e y  
Gui 11 ermo G a r c ~ a  , Regi no B o t i  , and Raul Curbel o. 3  

I t  was c l e a r  t h a t  F i d e l  no l onge r  f e l t  PSP i n p u t  was necessary 

t o  persuade t he  Kreml in  t o  recognsze h i s  c l a ims  f ~ r  admi t tance t o  t he  

S o c i a l i s t  b l o c ;  F i d e l  was convinced (and r i g h t l y  so) t h a t  t he  m i s s i l e  

c r i s i s  had g i ven  him a l l  t h e  ba rga in i ng  power he needed t o  ga in  Moscow's 

approval  of  a  S o c i a l i s t  Cuba. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  F i d e l ' s  s e l e c t i o n  of  r ep resen ta t i ves  accompanying 

him on h i s  t r i p  made i t  p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  t o  Moscow t h a t  t h e  " o l d  guard" 

communists would n o t  be p l a y i n g  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  PURS. Moscow, 

o f  course, a t tempted t o  inc rease  t h e  r o l e  o f  t he  " o l d  guard" i n  PURS, I 

4 / b u t  t o  1  i t t l e  ava i  1. 



It was o n l y  a  ma t te r  of a  few months l a t e r  t h a t  F i d e l  thought  

i t  app rop r i a te  t o  teach a l l  i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t i e s  t h a t  i t  was he who h e l d  

the r e i g n s  o f  power and t he  " o l d  guard" had no chance o f  c a p t u r i n g  

them. 

( i i )  
/ 

The T r i a l  o f  Marcos Rodriguez 

The t r i a l  o f  Marcos ~ o d r f ~ u e z  i n  March, 1964, showed n o t  

o n l y  t he  "01 d  guard" c o m u n i  s t ' s  r e l a t i v e  powerlessness, b u t  i t s  

i n a b i l i t y  t o  defend one o f  i t s  comrades i n  t he  face  o f  a  F i d e l i s t a  

ons laught .  ~ u g r e z  f e e l s  t he  reason f o r  F i d e l  I s  a t t a c k  was t o  " coo l  

o f f  t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a rdo r  o f  t h e  o l d  Communists, r e g a i n  t h e  

conf idence o f  h i s  f o l l o w e r s ,  and once aga in  remind everyone t h a t  he 

a lone was i n  command". 6 

On March 16, Revolucio; announced t h a t  t he  t r i a l  o f  Marcos 

~ o d r f g u e z  had begun t h e  Preceding Saturday. Inc luded  i n  t h e  f r o n t  

page announcement were excerp ts f rom Rodr-fguezls con fess ion  t h a t  s t a t e d  

he had been a member o f  t he  S o c i a l i s t  Youth ( t h e  you th  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

o f  the  PSP i n  t h e  e a r l y  and l a t e  f i f t i e s ) .  I t  was thus c l e a r  f rom 

the  beg inn ing  t h a t  t h e  o l d  guard communists were once aga in  i n  f o r  a  

rough t ime.  As t h e  t r i a l  progressed i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  as e a r l y  as 



1955, Marcos Rodrfguez was i n fo rm ing  the  PSP o f  Student D i r e c t o r a t e  

a c t i v i t i e s  thus i m p l i c a t i n g  t h e  PSP through i t s  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  

Marcos ~ o d r f ~ u e z .  Fu r the r  doubts were c a s t  on t h e  PSP when i t  came t o  

/ 
l i g h t  t h a t  i n  1958, w h i l e  i n  Mexico, Marcos Rodribuez met w i t h  Joaquin 

0rdoqu< and h i s  w i f e  E d i t h  ~ a r c - f a  Buchaca ( two eminent leaders  o f  t he  

o l d  PSP) and confessed h i s  b e t r a y a l  o f  t h e  s tuden ts  t o  B a t i s t a  p o l i c e .  

Marcos Rodrfguez was appa ren t l y  f o r g i v e n  h i s t t e a c h e r y  by the  p a r t y  

as he a p p l i e d  f o r  membership s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r  and was admi t ted .  

On March 18, Marcos Rodrfguez was condemned t o  death, b u t  by 

March 20, ex-members o f  t he  PSP had organized themselves and brought  

enough pressure t o  bear  so t h a t  F i d e l  announced t h e  sentence had been 

appealed and Marcos Rodr-fguez would be g iven  a  new t r i a l .  7 

On March 23, B las  Roca a t tended a  meet ing o f  t h e  PURS, accompanied 

by a  sec re ta r y  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  embassy, and announced t h a t  t h e  new t r i a l  

would r e s u l t  i n  PSP exonerat ion.  The d i e  was cas t ,  t he  o l d  guard 

would at tempt  t o  d i s s o c i a t e  themselves f rom Marcos ~ o d r G u e z  and thus 

remove any doubts as t o  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  i n t e g r i t y .  

A t  the  new t r i a l  ~enzr'ra Buchaca denied hav ing  heard ~ o d r < ~ u e z ' s  

con fess ion  and Marcos ~ o d r f g u e z  l a t e r  c la imed be had n o t  made such a  

confess ion.  B las Roca s t a t e d  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n  Hoy t h a t  s lander  

o f  t he  PSP and thus of t he  o l d  guard was an at tempt  by  " d i v i s i o n i s t s " ,  

"schemers", and " sec ta r i ans "  t o  break r e v o l u t i o n a r y  so1 i d a r i  t y .  Car los 



Rafael  ~ o d r f ~ u e z  (who till t h i s  p o i n t  was cons idered more a F i d e l  i s t a  

than an o l d  guard communist) demonstrated h i s  suppor t  o f  t h e  o l d  

guard when he s a i d ,  "I am an o l d  Comnunist, and proud o f  i t  ...p roud 

o f  my whole 1 i f e ,  and proud of  t he  l i f e  o f  t h e  PSP". 9 

As t h e  t r i a l  came t o  a c l o s e  i t  was c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  o l d  guard 

t a c t i c  o f  d i s a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  Marcos ~ o d r c ~ u e z  had met w i t h  o n l y  

l i m i t e d  success; f o r  w h i l e  F i d e l  exonerated t h e  PSP o f  any g u i l t ,  

~odr<&ez was once aga in  found g u i l t y  and t h i s  t ime  - shot .  

T e c h n i c a l l y  t h e  PSP had been exonerated, b u t  o n l y  a f t e r  f u r t h e r  

damage had been done t o  i t s  a l ready  t a rn i shed  image i n  t h e  Cuban p u b l i c  

eye. It was a h o l l o w  v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  PSP o l d  guard indeed, f o r  a 

member o f  t he  PSP had gone be fo re  t h e  f i r i n g  squad. 

Dur ing  t h e  nex t  year  and a h a l f ,  F i d e l  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  removed 

those . ~ f l h l d  guard who had banded t oge the r  t o  defend t h e  PSP and t h w a r t  

h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  d i s c r e d i t  t h e  PSP d u r i n g  t h e  ~ o d r i b u e z  t r i a l  . On February 

15, 1965, Car los Rafael  ~ o d r - 6 ~ u e z  was removed as Pres iden t  o f  INRA 

(a pos t  F i d e l  once aga in  assumed); on November 19, 1964, i t  was announced 

t h a t  ~ o a ~ u f n  Ordoqu: had been r e l i e v e d  o f  a l l  h i s  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  

J 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and i n  PURS ( i n  f a c t ,  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  remove Ordoqui 

was passed by t h e  Na t i ona l  D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  PURS)" and t h a t  he and h i s  

w i f e  had been p laced  under a r r e s t .  



The cont inuous purge o f  o l d  guard communists was begi  n n i  ng 

t o  take i t s  t o1  1  on B las  Roca as we1 1  ; ~ua(rez r e p o r t s  : 

H is  head wobbled m i n u t e l y  b u t  r e g u l a r l y ,  and 
even though he r e s t e d  h i s  hands on a t a b l e  i n  
f r o n t  of him, these, t oo  e x h i b i t e d  t h e  tremor.  11 

( i i i )  P U R S O r g a n i z a t i o n E f f o r t s  

On F i d e l  ' s  second t r i p  t o  t h e  U.S.S.R. i n  January o f  1964, 

once aga in  no o l d  guard Comnunists were inc luded ;  F i d e l  went even 

f u r t h e r  and f a i l e d  t o  i n c l u d e  any members o f  t h e  Nat iona l  D i r e c t o r a t e  

o f  PURS ( o t h e r  t h a n  h5mse!f). Fide! was a b l e  t o  secure increased Soviet  

economic suppor t  f o r  Cuba i n  t u r n  f o r  which he toned down h i s  c r i t i c i s m s  

o f  L a t i n  American CP's and expressed s o l i d a r i t y  w i t h  t h e  U.S.S.R. p o l i c y  

o f  peaceful  coex is tence  and o f  t h e i r  a t tempt  a t  do ing  "away w i t h  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  d i f f e r e n c e s  and o f  f o r t i f y i n g  t h e  u n i t y  and cohesion o f  t h e  

ranks o f  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist movement". l2 This  was c l e a r l y  

an a n t i  -Chinese p o s i t i o n ,  thus,  F i d e l  ' s  prev ious s tance o f  n e u t r a l  i t y  

i n  t h e  S i  no-Sovi e t  d i s p u t e  was compromised. 

From 1962, t h e  01 d  guard had concentrated t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

a b i l i t i e s  i n  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  PURS, and s e t t i n g  

up p a r t y  c e l l s  i n  t h e  Armed Forces. 



I n  1962, ~ & a r  Escalante had rep laced  h i s  b r o t h e r  as t h e  

head o f  t h e  Comnission f o r  Revo lu t ionary  O r i e n t a t i o n  (COR) and s i n c e  

t h a t  t ime had been work ing w i t h  B las Roca t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  Cuban 

/ 
c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  However, i n  December 1963, Cesar Escalante s u f f e r e d  

a  ser ious  setback i n  h i s  b i d  f o r  power. 

I n  December, a  s e r i e s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  f i l m s  ( i n c l u d i n g  "La Dolce 

V i  t a u )  were be ing  shown i n  Havana, a f t e r ,  accord ing  t o  M. Hal p e r i n  

a  l ong  r u n  of r a t h e r  d r y  s o c i a l i s t  movies i n  1962. B las  Roca quest ioned 

t h e  " s u i t a b i l i t y "  o f  these  new movies i n  an a r t i c l e  pub l i shed  i n  Hoy. 

A1 f r edo  Guevara, D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of  Cinematography (and 

former subord ina te  o f  B las Roca i n  t h e  PSP) l o s t  no t i m e  i n  p u b l i c l ~  

d isagree ing  w i t h  B las Roca and f u r t h e r  po in ted  o u t  t h a t  B las  Roca's, 

/ 
and by i m p l i c a t i o n  , Cesar i s c a l a n t e ' s  op in ions  i n  no way represen ted  

t h e  c u l t u r a l  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  regime. Guevara went t o  make s a r c a s t i c  

r e fe rence  t o  t h e  o l d  guard 's  s o c i a l i s t  r e a l i s m  when he s a i d  i t  amounted 

t o  " t he  work o f  a r t  must be rep laced  by propaganda sugar-coated w i t h  

c e r t a i n  formulas, and t h e  p u b l i c  w i l l  be reduced t o  a  v a s t  mass o f  babies 

who, by t h e i r  nurses, w i l l  be f e d  p e r f e c t l y  prepared and s t e r i l i z e d  

' i d e o l o g i c a l  pap"'. 13 

Roca immediate ly  backed down and acknowledged t h e  u n o f f  i c i  a1 

s ta tus  of h i s  op in ions .  Meanwhile over  f o u r  hundred a r t i s t s  and 



i n t e l l e c t u a l s  had prepared a  statement i n  suppor t  o f  Guevara. I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  Pres iden t  Osvaldo   or tick, j o i n e d  t he  f r a y  and s t a t e d  

t h a t  Roca's op in i on  was n o t  t h a t  o f  t he  government. Thus, Roca and 
0 

through him, Cesar Escalante and t h e  COR s u f f e r e d  a  set -back,  indeed 

t h e i r  ve ry  r a i  son d l & r e  was c a l l e d  i n t o  ques t ion .  

I t  was n o t  u n t i  1  a f t e r  F i d e l  ' s  second tri p  t o  t he  Sov ie t  

Union (January, 1964) t h a t  PURS began ser ious  e f f o r t s  t o  extend t h e  

P a r t y ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  Cuban Armed Forces. 

By t h e  autumn o f  1964, t h e  o rgan i za t i on  o f  t h e  p a r t y  
i n  t he  Eastern Army had been completed, and i t  had 
begun i n  t h e  Cent ra l  Army. A l l  t h i s  conformed t o  
t h e  Sov ie t  model , mod i f i ed ,  w i t h  respec t  t o  r e c r u i t i n g ,  
by Castro's i nnova t i ons .  The s o l d i e r s  o f  every  u n i t  
se lec ted  "model f i g h t e r s  ". Then, through meet ings , 
se l  f - c r i  t i c i s m ,  and a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  p a r t y  ce l l  was formed 
and e l e c t e d  i t s  Bureau. A l l  t he  c e l l s  depend on t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  department o f  t h e  armed fo r ces ,  composed o f  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c h i e f s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  army corps and headed 
by a  c h i e f .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  department i s  
subord inated t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  department o f  t h e  Na t i ona l  
D i r e c t o r a t e  o f  the  PURS. 14 

This  should n o t  be i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  mean t h a t  t h e  o l d  guard 

Communists had c o n t r o l  o r  even s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e  over  t h e  Cuban 

Armed Forces. For once a  s t a t e  o f  combat has been dec la red ,  a l l  t h e  

p a r t y  organs cease t o  func t ion ,  and t h e  m i l i t a r y  c h a i n  o f  command stands 

a l o n e .  F i d e l ,  i s  of course, Commander and Chief o f  t h e  Cuban Armed 



Forces. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  F i d e l  has never shown an i n t e r e s t  i n  PURS 

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  Armed Forces ( t h e  key f i g u r e s  i n  t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n  .' 
of PURS w i t h i n  t h e  Armed Forces were Blas Roca and Raul Cas t ro ) .  

Fu r t he r ,  ~ u a / r e z  r e p o r t s  t h a t  i n  February 1967, Granma announced a  new 

development i n  t h e  Cuban m i l i t a r y  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  form o f  a  spec ia l  

corps c a l  l e d  "The Armored Army Corps, Reserve o f  t h e  Commander i n  Ch ie f " .  1 5  

Presumably, F i d e l  ma in ta i ns  ve ry  t i g h t  c o n t r o l  over  t h i s  new corps.  

I t  i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  as o f  t h e  end o f  1964, 

n e i t h e r  t h e  c h i e f  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  department no r  t h e  two p o l i t i c a l  

c h i e f s  o f  t h e  army corps were o l d  guard Communists. 16 

D.Burks p o i n t s  ou t  what may be a  t y p i c a l  example o f  t h e  process 

o f  p a r t y  f o rma t i on  i n  h i s  s t a t i s t i c s  f o r  ~amaguey p rov ince .  

By June, 1964, t h e r e  were 698 c e l l s  i n  ex i s tence  
w i t h  6,468 members, who represented 7.67 per  c e n t  
o f  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  workers employed i n  t h e  
p laces  o f  work which had been organized. A  t o t a l  
o f  416 cand ida te  members had a l s o  been se lec ted .  
The c e l l s  i n  most cases, however, were n o t  
f u n c t i o n i n g  as e f f e c t i v e  o rgan i za t i ons  and thus  
f a i  1  ed t o  meet problems o f  p roduc t i on  ( f o r  example, 
absenteeism and work norms) as they  arose. 17 

As t h e  PSP gave way t o  OR1 , and OR1 gave way t o  PURS, i n  \; 

October of  1965 PURS gave way t o  t he  Communist P a r t y  o f  Cuba ( P C C ) .  J 
Throughout 1964-65 t h e  o l d  guard had con t inued  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  o rgan ize  



PURS and  in October, 1965, were rewarded for their  efforts by a 

further decrease in their  numbers on the National Directorate of P C C ,  

further assuring Fidel's complete control over the new party. 
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CHAPTER F I V E  

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF CUBA (1965 - 1974) 

( i )  -- P a r t y  Organi z a t i o n  

Since i t s  i n c e p t i o n  i n  1965, cons iderab le  p rogress  has been 

made i n  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  PCC. I n  October o f  1965 severa l  s i g n i f i c a n t  

changes occur red  i n  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e .  Under t h e  gu i se  

o f  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  rep resen ta t i veness  and do ing  away w i t h  sec ta r i an i sm  1  

F i d e l  had inc reased  t h e  24-member Na t iona l  D i r e c t o r a t e  t o  a  100-member 

Cen t ra l  Committee. * I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  P o l i t b u r o  was added t o  t h e  new 

p a r t y ,  and as i s  t h e  case i n  o t h e r  CP1s, t h e  P o l i t b u r o  i s  t h e  apex o f  

p a r t y  power. D i r e c t l y  under t he  P ~ I S t b i i r o  iii the  h i e r a r c h y  i s  t h e  

s i x  member S e c r e t a r i a t .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f i v e  Commissions have been 

i nco rpo ra ted  i n t o  t h e  p a r t y  s t r u c t u r e .  They a r e  (1 ) Commission f o r  

t h e  Armed Forces ; ( 2 )  Economic Comni ss i on  ; ( 3 )  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Commission; 

( 4 )  Educat ion Commission; ( 5 )  Ex te rna l  Re la t i ons  Commission. 

I t  i s  i n s t r u c t i v e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t o  assess t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  

" o l d  guard" i n  t h e  PCC power s t r u c t u r e .  O f  t h e  e i g h t  members on t h e  

Pol i tburo ,  none were o l d  guard communi s t s  . 01 d  guard r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

f a r e d  somewhat b e t t e r  i n  t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t  where B las Roca and Car los  



Rafael  ~ o d r f ~ u e z  served as members. 

Thus, o f  t h e  e leven  men who composed t h e  membership o f  t h e  

P o l i t b u r o  and t h e  S e c r e t a r i a t ,  o n l y  two were o l d  guard communists. 

That i s ,  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  had dropped f rom approx imate ly  40% i n  

OR1 t o  about 18% i n  t h e  PCC. Accord ing t o   horna as^ twenty-one o f  

t h e  one-hundred member Cen t ra l  Committee were o l d  guard Communists, 

t h a t  i s ,  approx imate ly  20% as compared t o  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

40% on t h e  OR1 Na t i ona l  D i r e c t o r a t e .  

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  w h i l e  o l d  guard Conmunist 

Car los  Rafae l  ~ o d r f g u e z  was p laced on t h e  impo r tan t  Economic Commission, 
/ 

P res i den t  Osvaldo D o r t i c o s  i s  chairman o f  t h a t  Commission, and hence 

t 
Rodriguez was n o t  a t  t h e  beg inn ing  i n  a  key "power" p o s i t i o n .  B las 

RUCCI, on t h e  o t h e r  nand, was g i ven  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  chairman on t h e  

C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Commission, b u t  i t  would appear t h a t  t h i s  Commission 

i s  r e l a t i v e l y  weak and 

a  new c o n s t i t u t i o n  has 

l o s t  t he  e d i t o r s h i p  of 

t h e  new o f f i c i a l  p a r t y  

i n e f f e c t i v e  s i nce  a f t e r  e i g h t  years  o f  work,  

y e t  t o  be drawn up. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  B las Roca 
/ 

Hay, which was merged w i t h  Revoluc ion,  i n t o  

organ, Granma. ~ u i r e z  r e p o r t s  an added humi 1  i a t i  on 

imposed on B las  Roca by F i d e l  a t  t h e  ceremony t h a t  handed e d i t o r s h i p  

of Hoy over  t o  Granma. 

... He p r a i s e d  Roca f o r  h i s  " h u m i l i t y " ,  i m p l y i n g  
t h a t  because of t h i s  he had "earned t h e  r i g h t  t o  
l i v e  many ye/ars . . ." - obv ious l y  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
him f rom An iba l  Esca lante and ~ r d o q u y ,  who bp, ause 
t hey  were n o t  "humble" went,  one i n t o  e x i  1  e and 
t h e  o t h e r  t o  j a i l  . 5  
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TABLE V 

POLITICAL BUREAU OF PCC* (1965)  

M a j o r :  

Ma jo r :  

Comrade : 

Ma j o r  : 

M a j o r  : 

Comrade : 

M a j o r :  

M a j o r :  

F i d e l  C a s t r o  Ruz 
/ 

Raul C a s t r o  Ruz 

Osvaldo   or ti c& Tor rado  

Juan Almeida Bosque 
P' 

Rami r o  ~ a l d e / s  Menendez 

Armando H a r t  ~ g v a l  os 

Gui 11 ermo ~ a r c q a  ~ r f a  

S e r g i o  de( V a l l e  ~ i m & e z  

TABLE V I  

SECRETARIAT OF PCC* (1965) 

. - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - ---- - 

M a j o r  : F i d e l  C a s t r o  Ruz 

M a j o r :  Raul C a s t r o  Ruz 
/ 

Comrade: Osvaldo D o r t i c o s  Tor rado 

Comrade: B l a s  Roca ~ a l d e r f o  

M a j o r  : Faure ~homo/n M e d i a v i  l l a  

Conwade : C a r l o s  Rafae l  ~ o d r - f g u e z  

* Data taken  f r o m  Cuba S o s i a l  i s t a ,  November 1965. 

Members ranked i n ' o r d e r  of  imaor tance .  



It i s  usefu l  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  m i l i t a r y  c o n t i n g e n t  i n  t h e  

Cent ra l  Committee cons i s t ed  o f  58 majors ,  9  cap ta i ns  and one 

l i e u t e n a n t ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  F i d e l i s t a s .  Thus t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  

t h e  m i l i t a r y  was 68%, an e x c e p t i o n a l l y  h i g h  f i g u r e ,  undoubtab ly  f a r  

h i ghe r  than  any o t h e r  r u l i n g  communist p a r t y .  6 

favour  o f  

p a r t y  t o  

/ 

s i x  p r o v i  

C l e a r l y  t he  new P a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  i s  ve ry  h e a v i l y  weighed i n  

F i d e l i s t a s  and as such F i d e l  has increased h i s  h o l d  on t h e  

an even g r e a t e r  degree than  he exerc ised  i n  OR1 and PURS. 

I n  1965, t h e  PCC s e t  up P a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t s  i n  each o f  Cuba's 

nces, which i n  t u r n  superv ised sma l l e r  p a r t y  s e c r e t a r i a t s  i n  

c i t i e s  and c i t y  wards. The process then  began o f  o r g a n i z i n g  p a r t y  

- e l l -  
LC I I, i 1.1 dl 1 ~ e r ~ i r - e s  o f  w o r ~  and i n  m i i  i t a r y  un i  t s .  

t o  approx imate ly  100,000. Th i s  f i g u r e  shows a  growth o f  some 84,000 

members i n  seven years  .8 By March o f  1973 P a r t y  membership had reached 

some 153,000. I n  1973 p a r t y  1  eaders decided t o  concen t ra te  r e c r u i t m e n t  

e f f o r t s  on i n d u s t r i a l  workers and have met w i t h  c o n s i d e ~ a b l e  success 

s i nce ,  i n  Havana p rov i nce  a lone,  some 30,000 workers had been t r a i n e d  

f o r  p a r t y  membership by t h e  end o f  1973. 

Volsky goes on t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  by e a r l y  1973 t h e  PCC had some 

14,360 p r imary  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and 401 mun ic ipa l  , 60 county-wide and 

s i x  p r o v i n c i a l  s e c r e t a r i a t s .  



( i i  ) F i d e l  ' s  B i d  f o r  Independence (1965 - 1967) -- 

A l  though t h e  months immediate ly  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  m i s s i l e  c r i s i s  

had been a  t ime o f  s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between Cuba and t h e  U . S . S . R . ,  

by t h e  beg inn ing  o f  1965 t h e  s t r a i n  had decreased t o  a  p o i n t  where 

Cuban - U.S.S.R. r e l a t i o n s h i p s  cou ld  be c a l l e d  good. However, d u r i n g  

t h e  course of 1965, F i d e l  began a  s e r i e s  o f  manoeuvers designed t o  

n o t  o n l y  g a i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  independence from t h e  U.S.S.R. b u t  t o  make 

Havana t h e  Mecca o f  t h e  L a t i n  American r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement. Dur ing  

t h e  nex t  two years  t h e  "Cuba heresy"  was t o  c a s t  F i d e l  a t  odds w i t h  

many of t he  U.S.S.R. suppor ted CP's i n  L a t i n  America. 

The beg inn ing  o f  F i d e l  ' s  manoeuvers f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  L a t i n  

America d u r i n g  t h e  years  1965-1967 can be seen i n  a  speech e n t i t l e d  

" D i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  face o f  the  enemy was never a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o r  i n t e l -  

l i g e n t  s t ra tegy" .9  I n  t h i s  speech, d e l i v e r e d  March 13, 1965, F i d e l  

c r i t i c i z e d  bo th  the  U.S.S.R. and China f o r  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  u n i t e  and 

f i g h t  t h e  common enemy - American impe r i a l i sm .  F i d e l  a l s o  p roud l y  

s t a t e d  t h a t :  

We a r e  t h e  people of t h e  F i r s t  and Second 
D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  Havana, which we d i d n ' t  copy 
f rom any document b u t  which were t h e  pure 
express ion  o f  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  ou r  people,  
deeply  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  and h i g h l y  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i s t .  10  



I n  January,  1966, t h e  T r i c o n t i n e n t a l  Conference o f  t h e  

Asian, A f r i c a n  and L a t i n  Peoples '  S o l i d a r i t y  O rgan i za t i on  was h e l d  
/ 

i n  Havana. As a r e s u l t  of t h i s  conference, OLAS (Organ izac ion  

L a t i n o  - Americana de s o l  i d a r i d a d  o r  L a t i n  American S o l i d a r i t y  

~ r ~ a n i z a t i o d  ,das formed i n  m id  1967, an o r g a n i z a t i o n  which pledged 

t o  " u n i t e ,  c o o r d i n a t e  and impel t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  No r t h  American 

i m p e r i a l  ism",  i n  L a t i n  ~ m e r i c a  .ll Headquarters f o r  OLAS would be 

i n  Havana. 

F.D. Kohler  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  " u l t r a m i l i t a n t  t a c k "  ~f 

t h e  T r i c o n t i n e n t a l  Conference, a t tended  b y  a U.S.S.R. d e l e g a t i o n ,  so 

a1 armed L a t i n  American governments t h a t  they  demanded exp lana t i ons  

from Moscow. I n  t h e  months t o  f o l l o w  t h e  F i r s t  T r i c o n t i n e n t a l  Confe- 

rence,  U. S. S.R. d ip loma t i c  d i  s c i d i m r s  o f  t h e  Conference caused F i d e l  

t o  become even more e x p l i c i t  i n  h i s  ideas  on r e v o l u t i o n  i n  L a t i n  

America. I n  March-Apr i l  o f  1966, a t  t h e  Twen ty - t h i r d  congress of  t he  

CPSU , Armando Hart2 head o f  t h e  Cuban de lega t i on ,  demanded j o i  n t  a c t i o n  

a g a i n s t  American aggress ion  i n  Vietnam and went on t o  denounce popu la r  

f r o n t  t a c t i c s  i n  L a t i n  American as " ideas,  t a c t i c s  and methods a r i s i n g  

from t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  o f  twen ty  years  ago which have become o b s o l e t e " .  
13 

August 4, 1967, marked t h e  opening o f  OLAS conference,  which 

was t o  be a m i l es tone  i n  t he  Cuban heresy.  The tone o f  t h e  conference 

had been s e t  f i v e  months e a r l i e r  when OSPAAAL (The Organ i za t i on  



f o r  S o l i d a r i t y  Among t h e  Peoples of A f r i c a ,  As ia ,  and L a t i n  America) 

had pub1 ished, i n  Havana, a  message from ~ h :  Guevara, a t  t h e  t ime  

l e a d i n g  a  g u e r r i l l a  movement i n  B o l i v i a .  

c h g ' s  message was a  c a l l  t o  arms o f  a  

A f t e r  denouncing t h e  g r e a t  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  

an i n v i o l a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  b l o c ,  ch; , 
armed r e v o l  u t i  on : 

11 r e v o l  u t i  onar 

f o r  n o t  making 

dent  on t o  c a l l  

i e s .  

Vietnam 

f o r  

Nha t  r o l e  s h a l l  we, t h e  e x p l u i  ted people o f  t h e  
wor ld ,  p l a y ?  The peoples o f  t h e  t h r e e  c o n t i n e n t s  
focus t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  on Vietnam and l e a r n  t h e i r  
l esson .  S ince i m p e r i a l i s t s  blackmai 1  humanity by  
t h r e a t e n i n g  i t  w i t h  war, t he  w ise  r e a c t i o n  i s  
n o t  t o  t e a r  war. The genera l  t a c t i c s  o f  t h e  people 
shou ld  be t o  launch a  cons tan t  and a  f i r m  a t t a c k  
i n  a l l  f r o n t s  where t h e  confrontati~n i s  t a k i n g  
p lace .  14 

 he r e s t a t e d  h i s  t h e s i s  of armed r e v o l u t i o n  when he s a i d  

L a t i n  America was r i p e  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n :  

I n  L a t i n  America t h e  armed s t r u g g l e  i s  go ing  
on i n  Guatemala, Colombia, Venezuela, and 
B o l i v i a ,  t h e  f i r s t  u p r i s i n g s  a r e  c ropp ing  up 
i n  B r a z i l  [ s i c ] .  There a re  a l s o  some r e s i s t a n c e  
focuses which appear and then  a r e  e x t i n g u i  shed. 
But a lmost  a l l  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h i s  c o n t i n e n t  
a r e  r i p e  f o r  a  t ype  o f  s t r u g g l e  t h a t ,  i n  o r d e r  
t o  ach ieve v i c t o r y ,  cannot be con ten t  w i t h  
any th i ng  l e s s  than  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  government o f  
s o c i a l i s t  tendenc ies.  16 



K.S. Karol  r e p o r t s  t h a t  i n  August o f  1967 a pamphlet 
d 

e n t i t l e d  " In forme de l a  de legac ion  cubana a l a  p r imera  con fe renc ia  

de l a  OLAS" was w i d e l y  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  Havana. The " In fo rme"  i n v i t e d  

L a t i n  American r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  t o  emulate t h e  Cuba example. That 

i s ,  t h a t  s i nce  t h e  o l d  guard communists cou ld  no l o n g e r  p l a y  a  

d e c i s i v e  r o l e  i n  L a t i n  American r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  o l d  guard was i n v i t e d  

t o  mere ly  j o i n  i n  r e v o l u t i o n s  l e d  by o the rs .  

Dur ing t h e  OLAS conference an exp los i ve  book e n t i t l e d  

Revo lu t i on  i n  t h e  Revo lu t i on? ,  by  Regis Debray appeared on t h e  scene, 

Debray 's  book made e x p l i c i t  what was i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  " In fo rme" .  The 

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  book was g i v e n  such w ide  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  Cuba was i n d i c a t  
1 P 

t h a t  i t  had F i d e l  ' s  approva l .  '' Debray d i d  no t  mince words i n  p resen t  

h i s  t h e s i s  on revolution. 

I n  t h e  f i r s t  chap te r  o f  h i s  book l7 Oebray c a s t i g a t e d  t h e  

i o n  

i ng 

o l d  guard communist p a r t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  complete f a i l u r e  t o  make r e v o l u t i o n  

i n  L a t i n  America. A f a i l u r e  he a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t he  o l d  gua rd ' s  a t tempt  

t o  impress t h e  European o r  As ian ideas o f  r e v o l u t i o n  upon a c o n t i n e n t  

where d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  p reva i  1 . 

. . . t h e  peop le '  s  army w i  11 be t h e  nuc leus o f  t h e  
p a r t y ,  n o t  v i c e  versa..  . t he  p r i n c i p a l  s t r e s s  must 
be l a i d  on development o f  g u e r r i l l a  wa r f a re  and 
n o t  on t h e  s t r eng then ing  o f  e x i s t i n g  p a r t i e s  or  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  of new p a r t i e s  ... That i s  why i n s u r -  
r e c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  today t he  number one p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i v i t y .  18  



I n  t he  end, t h e  conference agreed t h a t  g u e r r i l l a  s t r u g g l e  

must be cons idered t h e  fundamental pa th  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  L a t i n  

America, though n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  o n l y  pa th .  19 

( i i i )  Esca lante A f f a i r  No. 2 

Through 1966-1967 F i d e l  had made a  s t r ong  b i d  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  

i n  L a t i n  America and i n  t h e  process, shown t h e  U.S.S.R. t h a t  F i d e l  and 

Cuba cou ld  n o t  be e a s i l y  "domest icated" .  Tn January o f  1368, r i d e l  

was t o  demonstrate once aga in  t h a t  he, and n o t  t h e  o l d  guard comrnunists~ was 

i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Cuban r e v o l u t i o n .  

~n(ba1  Esca lan te  had re tu rned  f r om e x i l e  i n  1964 and was 

g i ven  an honorary  pos t  as a d m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  s t a t e  fa rm Dos Hermanos. 

U n l i k e  Blas Roca, Escalante was n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  submi t  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  

o f  t h e  o l d  guard f rom power i n  Cuba. From 1964 t o  1968 Escalante r e -  

embarked on h i s  a t t emp t  t o  e l e v a t e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  guard i n  t h e  

new Communi s t  Pa r t y .  

Dur ing  t h r e e  and one -ha l f  years  Escalante managed t o  

r e c r u i t  severa l  o f  t h e  o l d  guard t o  h i s  cause. I nc l uded  i n  h i s  suppor te rs  

were two members o f  t h e  Cen t ra l  Committee o f  t h e  P a r t y  c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  
# 

1965. Jose Mator ( f i r s t  c h i e f  o f  CDR commi t t ees  f o r  t h e  Defense o f  



t h e  ~ e v o l u t i o g  and a f t e rwa rds  Cuban Ambassador i n  Budapest)  and ~ a m d  

Ca lc ines  (Communist Youth l eade r  i n  1960 and an impo r tan t  f i g u r e  i n  

t h e  Fore ign  R e l a t i o n s  Commission o f  O R 1  from January 1961 t o  March 1962).  

Hugh Thomas 20 r e p o r t s  t h a t  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  Esca lan te ' s  

f a c t i o n  d isapproved o f  armed s t r u g g l e  i n  L a t i n  America, moral i n c e n t i v e s  

r e p l a c i n g  m a t e r i a l  i n c e n t i v e s ;  t he  group a l s o  f e l t  t h a t  F i d e l  Cast ro  

was "mad" ( insane)  and ~ h g  Guevara a  T r o t s k y i s t .  

It a l s o  came t o  l i g h t  t h a t  Esca lante had o rgan ized  suppor te rs  

i n  severa l  sec t i ons  o f  t h e  Conimunist Pa r t y ,  and w i t h  them, was g a t h e r i n g  

documents on t h e  Cuban economy and pass ing them on t o  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  

U . S . S . R .  

F i n a l l y ,  on January 28, 1968, a f t e r  a  36-hour meet ing of t h e  

Cen t ra l  Committee, Esca lan te  and h i s  f o l l owe rs  were charged w i t h  and 

prosecuted f o r  t h e  c r ime o f  " m i c r o f a c t i o n a l  a c t i v i t y " .  2 1  

Car los  Rafae l  ~odri;uez had l ea rned  h i s  lesson  w e l l ,  s i n c e  he 

pu t  t h e  f u l i  we igh t  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n  as former  o l d  guard communist 

a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  t h e  p rosecu t ion .  B las Roca, perhaps t h e  b e s t  q u a l i f i e d  

o l d  guard communist t o  pronounce en a1 1 t h e  charges, s a i d  n o t h i n g  

d u r i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  t r i a l ,  b u t  mere ly  voted.  



Thus, once aga in ,  F i d e l  had purged t h e  p a r t y  o f  o l d  guard 

communiSts who posed a  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  h i s  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p a r t y .  

October 8, 1967, had marked t h e  beg inn ing  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  

and t h e o r e t i c a l  setback f o r  t h e  Cuban heresy.  I t  was on t h i s  day 

a f t e r  d e s t r o y i n g  ~ h e / ' s  g u e r r i  l l a  band, t h a t  Bol i v i a n  Rangers murdered 

Ernesto  he/ Guevara. c h 6 ' s  death c a s t  doubt on t h e  g u e r r i ' l l a  w a r f a r e  

t h e s i s .  I t  a l so ,  i n  t h e  words o f  F i d e l  , robbed t h e  L a t i n  American 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement o f  " i t s  a b l e s t  and most exper ienced c h i e f .  " 22 

The more F i d e l  l ea rned  f rom t h e  s u r v i v o r s  o f  t h e  B o l i v i a n  

massacre, t h e  more he f e l t  i n c l i n e d  t o  p l ace  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  ~ h G ' s  

death on t h e  C o n u n i s t s  i n  La Paz. 2 3 

When t h e  U.S.S.R. newspaper Pravda p u b l i s h e d ' a  s e r i e s  of -- 

a r t i c l e s  c r i t i c a l  o f  ~ h 6  and h i s  t h e s i s  o f  g u e r r i l l a  war fare i n  L a t i n  

America s h o r t l y  a f t e r  chg ' s  death,  F i d e l  dropped a l l  p re tence  o f  good 

r e l a t i o n s  between Cuba and t h e  U.S.S.R.. I n  f a c t ,  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

between t h e  U.S.S.R. and Cuba on t h e  t r i a n n u a l  agreements ( a  renewal 

o f  1965 agreements) q u i c k l y  broke down. 

A t  about t h i s  t imez4 f i n a l  p lans f o r  an I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C u l t u r a l  

Congress were be ing  drawn up and F i d e l  dec ided t o  con t i nue  w i t h  t h e  

Conference, happy t o  welcome l e a d i n g  l e f t i s t  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  t o  Havana 

as p o s s i b l e  a l l i e s  a g a i n s t  Moscow. Dur ing t h e  Conference, F i d e l  was t o  



con t i nue  h i s  b i d  f o r  l eade rsh ip  i n  L a t i n  America and h i s  a t t a c k s  on 

t h e  o l d  guard were t o  become more v i r u l e n t .  The f o l l o w i n g  a re  b u t  

a  few o f  the  i n s u l t s  F i d e l  l e v e l e d  a t  o l d  guard p a r t i e s  and U.S .S .R .  

rev01 u t i  onary t heo ry  and p r a c t i s e  d u r i n g  t h e  Conference. 

The leaders  o f  t h e  Communist Pa r t y  a r e  l i k e  
f o o t b a l l  p l aye rs  t r a i n e d  f o r  t h e  1924 champion- 
sh ip ,  b u t  never the less  t r y i n g  t o  c a r r y  o f f  
t h e  World Cup i n  1968. 

To be q u i t e  honest, we must admi t  t h a t  o f t e n  
be fo re  now, when i t  came t o  c r u c i a l  wo r l d  
issues,  t o  i m p e r i a l i s t  aggress ion and cr ime,  
i t  was t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  workers who showed 
t h e  g r e a t e s t  m i l i t a n c y ,  who reac ted  w i t h  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  de te rm ina t i on ,  and n o t  those  p o l i t i c a l  
o rgan i za t i ons  whom one migh t ,  i n  a l l  conscience, 
have expected t o  g i v e  the  lead. 

On many occasions t he  so -ca l l ed  organized 
vanguard was found h i d i n g  behind t h e  rearguard  
i n  t h e  b a t t l e  a g a i n s t  impe r i a l i sm .  

For i f  t h e r e  had been ac t i ons ,  g r e a t  o r  smal l  , 
we should have known about them. Ins tead ,  we 
have t h e  c l e a r  impress ion t h a t  t h e i r  "defence 
o f  peace" served o n l y  t o  l u l l  t h e  masses t o  
s leep.  

asked why ~ h g  went t o  h i s  death,  and.. . 
d i scove r  t h e  answer, because they  

a r e  incapab le  o f  d y i n g  w i t  him, o f  be ing  t r u e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  1  i k e  him. !i' 5 

Most o f  t h e  500 delegates were on t h e i r  f e e t  g i v i n g  F i d e l  

tremendous applause, w h i l e  t h e  de legates from the  Eastern b l o c  s a t  i n  

stunned s i l ence .  The U.S.S.R.  - Cuban c o n f l i c t  was ou t  i n  t h e  open 



and " f o r e i g n  v i s i t o r s  l e f t  Havana convinced t h a t  they had watched 

,, 26 a  mi les tone being l a i d  i n  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Communist movement . . .  . 

( i v )  - The Dec l ine  o f  t he  Cuban Heresy 

F i d e l  Cas t ro 's  dec is ion ,  l a t e  i n  1968, t o  
become reconc i l ed  t o  t h e  U.S.S.R.,,Jit 
Havana l i k e  a  b o l t  from the  b lue .  

According t o  M. K l ine ,  by March, 1968, Cuba was beginning t o  

fee l  the  e f f e c t s  o f  a  U.S.S.R. economic squeeze. 28 I n  h i s  speech 

o f  March 13, 1968, F i d e l  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  pressures when he sa id :  

L e t  us f i g h t  as hard as poss ib le ,  because we 
have known t h e  b i t t e r n e s s  o f  having t o  depend 
t o  a  cons iderab le  ex ten t  on what we can ge t  
from abroad and have seen how t h i s  can be 
turned i n t o  a  weapon, how, a t  t he  very l e a s t ,  
there  i s  a  tempta t ion  t o  use i t  aga ins t  our  
count ry .  L e t  us f i g h t  f o r  t h e  g rea tes t  29 
independence poss ib le ,  whatever t he  p r i c e  ! 

I t  had been made c l e a r  t o  F ide l  t he  ex ten t  t o  which Cuba was 

dependent on her t r a d i n g  par tners .  There were a t  l e a s t  t h ree  occasions 

i n  1968 t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  F ide l  had decided t o  l e t  pragmatic economic 

cons idera t ions  ove r ru le  h i s  b i d  f o r  i d e o l o g i c a l  independence and thus 

lead  t o  a  dec l i ne  o f  t h e  Cuban heresy. 



I n  May o f  1968, a  s t uden t  u p r i s i n g  i n  P a r i s  cu lm ina ted  i n  a  

s t r i k e  by m i l l i o n s  o f  workers i n  France. Much o f  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

work f o r  t h e  s t uden t  u p r i s i n g  had been c a r r i e d  o u t  by A l a i n  Geismar, 

the  s e c r e t a r y  o f  SNESUP (The Na t i ona l  Union o f  U n i v e r s i t y  Teachers) .  

Geismar had n o t  o n l y  a t tended  t he  Havana C u l t u r a l  Conference, b u t  was 

openly  pro-Cuban i n  h i s  sympathies.  

F i d e l ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  s t r i k e  t h a t  had made head l i nes  i n  every  

major  newspaper i n  t h e  wor ld ,  was t o t a l  s i l e n c e .  F i d e l ' s  s i l e n c e  was 

e s p e c i a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  t he  French government accused F i d e l  o f  

eng ineer ing  t he  s tuden t  u p r i s i n g  a t  the  Havana C u l t u r a l  Conference. The 

s t r i  ke a f f o r d e d  F i d e l  an i d e a l  oppor tun i  ty t o  express s o l  i d a r i  t y  w i  t h  

t h e  s tuden ts  and workers and thus  i nc rease  h i s  importance as a  l e a d i n g  

rev01 u t i o n a r y ;  i ns tead ,  abso lu te  s i l e n c e .  

On J u l y  26, 1968, t h e  c e n t r e  o f  a t t e n t i o n  moved f rom P a r i s  t o  Mexico 

4 City.  The Mexican s tuden ts  had been d i s s d t i s f i e d  w i t h  P res i den t  U ~ a z  

Ordaz 's  aovernment f o r  some t ime  and on J u l y  26 they dec ided t o  n ~ ~ b l i c l y  

express t h i s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  by o r a a n i z i n a  a v a s t  s t r e e t  demonst ra t ion 

i n  honor o f  a  government they  found f a r  more appeal ing,  t h e  Cuban government. 

By the  end of t he  day, t h e  demonstrators had been d ispersed,  l e a v i n g  a t  

l e a s t  t en  s tuden ts  dead and many more i n j u r e d .  The n e x t  day, a l l  Mexican 

u n i v e r s i t i e s  and h i g h  schools  went on a p r o t e s t  s t r i k e .  Demonstrat ions 

con t inued  throughout  J u l y  and then  one day i n  August, ha1 f -a-mi  11 i o n  people 

j o i n e d  t h e  s tuden ts  and marched through t h e  c a p i t a l .  The demonst ra t ion t u rned  



i n t o  a  r unn ing  b a t t l e  w i t h  Mex ico 's  Army. The c l i m a x  f i n a l l y  came 

on October 2,1968, when some 15,000 unarmed demonst ra tors  were 
/ 

assembled i n  Mexico c i t y '  s  T l a t e l o l  co square, P res i den t  D l  az Ordaz sent  

i n  shock t roops  and tanks, k i l l i n g  300 and wounding over  2,000 o f  t he  

demonst ra tors .  

S u r p r i s i n g l y ,  Jean-Paul $ a r t &  and Be r t r and  Russel ' l  ' s  appeal 

f o r  a  wor ld -w ide  b o y c o t t  of t h e  Olympic Games be ing  h e l d  i n  Mexico 

a t  t h e  t ime  went unheeded b y  t h e  e n t i r e  wor ld ,  i n c l u d i n g  F i d e l .  Once 

again,  F i d e l  remained a b s o l u t e l y  s i l e n t  on t h e  massacre o f  pro-Cuban 

demonst ra tors ,  

On August 21, 1968, U.S.S.R. armed f o r c e s  invaded Czechoslovakia 

and forced Czechoslovak l e a d e r  Alexander ~ub\;ek t o  r e s i g n .  A l l  o f  

Cuba expected F i d e l  t o  issue a f i e r y  b l a s t  a t  t he  U.S.S.R. f o r  t h e i r  

aggress ion i n  Czechoslovakia.  F i d e l  d i d  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  - he suppor ted 

t h e  U.S.S.R. i n v a s i o n  o f  a  b r o t h e r  S o c i a l i s t  coun t r y .  

F i d e l ' s  s i l e n c e  on t h e  P a r i s  u p r i s i n g  had a l l owed  Cuba t o  

, m a i n t a i n  va l uab le  economic t i e s  w i t h  France. H is  s i l e n c e  on t h e  s tuden t  

massacres i n  Mexico had a l lowed Cuba t o  m a i n t a i n  va l uab le  economic 

and d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  Mexico, and h i s  suppor t  o f  t h e  U.S.S.R.'s 

a c t i o n s  i n  Czechoslovakia r e s u l t e d  i n  con t inued  economic suppor t  f o r  
- - 

Cuba. However,he had ma in ta ined  these  a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  suppor t  f o r  h i s  



bid fo r  leadership in  the Third World, spec i f i c a l l y  in  Latin America. 

The support and adniirati on Fi,iel had gained a t  the Cultural Conference 

early in 1968 had been l o s t ,  a l s o ,  to  some ex ten t ,  F ide l ' s  image in  

Cuba had been daxaged. 3 0 

The experiences of 1968 had driven home t o  Fidel t ha t  i t  

was extremely d i f f i c u l t ,  i f  not impossible, t o  achieve ideological 

i  ndepcr:dcncc \/hi 1  e  a t  the s m e  tiwe remaining economical ly  dependent 

on another nat ion.  For nearly ten years he had  struggled t o  keep 

the old guard coriirr~unists from power, onlv t o  find h i l n c ~ l f  f ~ r c e d  

in to  the posit ion of accepting the d i c t a t e s  of Moscow. Forced t o  

cornprorr~i se  his  pol i t  ica l  be1 i e f s  in order t o  preserve the  Cuban economy, 

by the end of 1968 Fidel had decided t o  concentrate a l l  h is  e f f o r t s  

and the e f f o r t s  of t he  Cuban people a t  producing a  g igant ic  sugar 

harvest of 10 mil l ion tons in  1970. 3 1  

Fidel ' s  10 mil l ion  ton zafra  was a  two pronged a t t a c k .  (1 ) 

Fidel counted heavily on the  huge harvest " to  be used t o  advance, 

instead of hold back, the r e s t  of the economy, t o  buy machinery and 

equipment required f o r  broad agricul  tura l  and indust r ia l  devcl opwnt  ,, 32 

and ( 2 )  Fidel hoped t o  unify the e n t i r e  country behind him and lead 

Cuba t o  a  v ic tory  t ha t  would r e s to r e  the t r u s t  i n  h i s  ~liove~lient tha t  had 



been on the  ebb i n  t h e  l a t e  19601s, o r  as F ide l  sa id  i n  a  speech 

i n  October o f  1969: 

The t e n - m i l l i o n  ton  za f ra  represents f a r  more 
than tons o f  sugar, f a r  more than an economic 
v i c t o r y ,  i t  i s  a  t e s t ,  a  moral commitment f o r  
t h i s  count ry .  33 

The ten  m i l l i o n  tons goal o f  t h e  1970 za f ra  was no t  achieved. 

Although t h e  8.5 m i l l i o n  t o n  harvest  was t h e  l a r g e s t  i n  Cuban h i s t o r y ,  

i t  had cos t  dear ly .  Ha lpe r i n  repo r t s  34 t h a t  t h e  l abo r  invo lved  i n  

t he  harves t  was a  co lossa l  500,000 man years o f  l a b o r ,  o r  more than 

double t he  expendi ture o f  work per  u n i t  o f  sugar produced than i n  t h e  

1950's.  The concen t ra t i on  of manpower i n  t h e  sugar harves t  had r e s u l t e d  

i n  many o ther  areas o f  t h e  economy. 3 5 
l r ?  a 

1970 

ment 

s z r i  ous dec: i ne i n produc t ion  

I t  would appear, however, 

zaf ra has l e d  t o  an even more 

ioned e a r l i e r ,  s i nce  1959 F ide  

t h a t  t he  r e l a t i v e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  

ser ious  problem f o r  F i d e l .  As 

1  has s t rugg led  t o  keep c o n t r o l  o f  

key decision-making apparatus i n  F i d e l i s t a  hands and o u t  o f  o l d  guard 

hands. F i d e l ' s  one very r e a l  f e a r  i n  h i s  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  U.S.S.R. 

was Moscow dominat ion o f  Cuba, and o f  h imse l f .  Since 1970, i t  would 

appear t h a t  F ide l  was f i g h t i n g  a  l o s i n g  b a t t l e  i n  t h a t  t h e  Cuban economy 

was s lowly  bu t  s u r e l y  being i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  t he  Soviet  economy. 



( v i  > The Soviet-Cuban In te rgovernmenta l  Commission f o r  Economic, 
S c i e n t i f i c  and Technica l  Cooperat ion (SCICESTC) 

On January 29, 19 

L .  I. Brezhnev i n  ~ o s c b w  on 

o f  Cuba. . . to  f u l f i l l  t h e  p 

By t h e  end o f  t h e  

was once aga in  i n  Moscow. 

70, C.R. ~ o d r < ~ u e z  h e l d  d i scuss ions  w i t h  

t h e  "measures adopted by  t h e  Comnunist P a r t y  

l a n s  o f  economic const f -uct ion.  ,, 36 

yea r  (December 9, l97O),  C .R .  ~ o d r f ~ u e z  

I t  was a t  t h i s  t ime  t h a t  ~ o d r f ~ u e z  s igned  

t h e  agreement on t h e  fo rmat ion  o f  a Soviet-Cuban in te r -governmenta l  

commission f o r  economic, s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n i c a l  coopera t ion .  The 

new agreement s e t  t h e  s tage  f o r  Cuba's c l o s e r  i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  

S o v i e t  b l o c .  

Accord ing t o  Leon Goure and J u l i a n  Weinhle t h e  a im of t.he new 

agreement "appears t o  be  t o  f o r c e  Cuba i n t o  deve lop ing  more e f f e c t i v e  

p lann ing ,  which w i l l  be geared t o  t h e  n i n t h  S o v i e t  f i v e - y e a r  p l an ,  and 

t o  make b e t t e r  use o f  t h e  i s l a n d ' s  resources and a v a i l a b l e  equipment." 3 7 

Throughout 1971 -1 972 Soviet-Cuban economic i n t e g r a t i o n  con t inued  

t o  a degree t h a t  f i n a l l y  r e s u l t e d  i n  Cuba r e q u e s t i n g  and r e c e i v i n g  f u l l  

membership i n  COMECON (Counci l  f o r  Muta l  Economic Ass i s t ance )  i n  J u l y  o f  

1972. 

Commenting on Cuba's admiss ion t o  Comecon, C.R.  ~ o d r f i u e z  s a i d  

t h a t  h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  would be d i f f e r e n t  



tha.n t h a t  o f  t h e  European c o u n t r i e s  o r  o f  Mongol ia :  

The c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  We have and we 
have s e t  i t  on record ,  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  economic 
development and geography which make us have, 
w i t h i n  t h e  CMEA, a  s p e c i a l  s t a t u s  w i t h  e v i d e n t  
l i m i t a t i o n s  and a l s o  w i t h  c l e a r  requi rements  ... 
Never the less,  o u r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  wi  11 be i n  some 
respec ts  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  
which fo rm p a r t  o f  t h e  CMEA ... Wi th  f u l l  c o n t r o l  
by  t h e  Cuban n a t i o n  ove r  investments  i n  o u r  
coun t r y .  38 

~ n d r < ~ u e z  was perhaps express ing  F ide?  ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  concern 

w i t h  Cuba be ing  comp le te l y  i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  U.S.S.R. economy and 

F i d e l  ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  ach ieve  a  " s p e c i a l "  s t a t u s  f o r  Cuba i n  Comecon, i n  

o rde r  t o  p reven t  such a  complete i n t e g r a t i o n  of .  Soviet-Cuban economies. 

However, i n  t h e  eyes o f  much o f  t h e  T h i r d  World F i d e l  had a l r e a d y  l o s t  

t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  independence. For  ins tance ,  i n  September o f  1973, 

F i d e l  drew t h e  i r e  o f  severa l  T h i r d  World leaders  when he addressed 

t h e  Conference of Non-al igned Nat ions  i n  A l g i e r s .  39 I n  t h e  speech, 

F i d e l  defended t h e  U.S.S.R. and made t he  argument t h a t  any a t t emp t  t o  

p i t  t h e  nonal igned c o u n t r i e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  camp i s  coun te r -  

rev01 u t i o n a r y  and b e n e f i t s  o n l y  t h e  i m p e r i a l  i s t s .  

By January of 1974, t h e  b e n e f i t s  t o  Cuba o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

Sov ie t  economic system came t o  l i g h t  i n  an a r t i c l e  i n  Granma by N i k o l i a  

Pat01 ichev,  Sov ie t  M i n i s t e r  o f  Fore ign  Trade. The a r t i c l e ,  e n t i t l e d  



"Foreign Trade L i n k s  strengthened',' po in ted  ou t  t h e  i nc reas ing  q u a n t i t y  

o f  t r ade  between Cuba and t h e  U.S.S.R., as w e l l  as :  

Two o f  t he  agreements cover t h e  use and f u r t h e r  
g ran t i ng  o f  Sov ie t  c r e d i t s  t o  t h e  Republ ic o f  
Cuba. Under t h e  p rov i s i ons  o f  the  f i r s t  one, 
Cuba's payments on i t s  debts a r i s i n g  from 
prev ious c r e d i t s  w i l l  be delayed u n t i l  1986, 
when they w i l l  cover a 25-year pe r i od  a t  no 
i n t e r e s t .  The second one deals  w i t h  the  
g ran t i ng  o f  a  new c r e d i t  t o  t h e  Republ i c  o f  
Cuba, a1 so under very f avo rab le  cond i t i ons ,  t o  
cover t he  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  va lue o f  t he  r e c i p r o c a l  
supply o  goods and serv ices  du r i ng  the  1973~1975 
per iod.  &I 

From January 28 t o  February 3, 1974, L . I .  Brezhnev pa id  an 

o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  t o  Cuba du r i ng  which the Cuban government was l a v i s h  

i n  i t s  p r a i s e  and dec la ra t i ons  o f  i t s  l a s t i n g  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  t h e  

U.S.S.R. The Soviet-Cuba Dec la ra t i on  produced as a  r e s u l t  o f  Brezhnev's 

v i s i t  inc luded t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

Economic, comnercial , s c i e n t i f i c  and tech-  
no log i ca l  cooperat ion between t h e  two coun t r i es  
w i l l  be cons tan t l y  developed and improved on 
a  planned, 1  ong-term bas is  , i n  accordance, 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  , w i t h  t he  economic agreements 
signed i n  1972. Special  a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  be 
g iven  t o  i nc reas ing  t h e  e f f ec t i veness  o f  
economic cooperat ion. 

There w i l l  be wider  cooperat ion between Soviet  
and Cuban p lanning bodies , between min i  s t r i  es 
and departments o f  the  two coun t r i es ,  and 
d i r e c t  con tac ts  between Soviet  and Cuban f a c t o r y  
personnel.  41 



( v i i  ) Footnotes - Chapter F i v e  

Lockwood, L. Cas t ro ' s  Cuba, Cuba's F i d e l  . Random House, 
Inc. ,  Toronto Canada, 1969, paqe 182. Lockwood r e p o r t s  - .  - 
t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f rom an i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  F i d e l  i n  ~ a ~ , '  1966: 

It i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t o r a t e  was l i m i t e d  
a t  t h e  beginn ing,  t h a t  i t  was n o t  comple te ly  
r ep resen ta t i ve .  And when the  c r i t i c i s m  o f  
sec ta r i an i sm was made, t h a t  d i  r e c t o r a t e  was 
en1 arged and made more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

2 See Tab1 e I V  f o r  1 i s t  o f  membership on p a r t y  cornmi t t e e s .  
See Cuba Soci a l i s t a ,  November, 1965, f o r  complete 1 i s t  
o f  PC- 

Thomas, H. op. tit., page 1454. 

4 While t h e  s ta tement  t h a t  Osvaldo ~ o r t i c g s  dominated 
t h e  Economic Commission o f  t h e  PCC du r i ng  t h e  1960's 
stands, i t  must be somewhat mod i f i ed  f o r  t h e  p e r i o d  
1970-1974. An examinat ion of the  U.S.S.R. y e s 3  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i n  t he  1970's Car los Rafael  o d r i g u e z ' s  
r o l e  i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  U.S.S.R. g r e a t l y  
increased i n  importance. 

I n  March o f  1970 ,The Cur ren t  D iges t  o f  t h e  Sov ie t  Press, 
Vol . x x i i  , No. 5, March 3, 1975, r epo r ted  a meet ing 
between Brezhnev and C.R. Rodriguez deal  i n g  w i t h  Sov ie t -  
Cuban coopera t ion  i n  t h e  economic sphere. The same 
source (Vol . i i xx, No. 4, January 5, 1971 ) r e p o r t s  C.R. 
~ o d r q g u e z  (and now c a l l e d  " M i n i s t e r "  o f  t he  Republ ic  o f  
Cuba) s i g n i n g  "an agreement on t h e  f o rma t i on  o f  a SovSet- 
Cuban in tergovernmenta l  commission f o r  economic, s c i e n t i f i c  
and t e c h n i c a l  coopera t ion"  on December 9, 1970, i n  Moscow. 

Vol .  x x i i  , No. 50, January 12, 1971, o f  The Cur ren t  D iges t  
of t h e  Sov je t  Press, r e p o r t s  t h a t  on December 15, 1970, 
C .  R. Rodriguez had f u r t h e r  d iscuss ions  w i t h  L.  I. Brezhnev. 
The same source (Vol  . y i v ,  No. 51 , January 17, 1973) 
r e p o r t s  t h a t  C.R. Rodriguez s igned another  agreement, 
concern ing U.S.S.R. - Cuban t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s ,  on December 23, 
1972 i n  Moscow. 



I n  a d d i t i o n ,  The Current  D iges t  o f  The Sov ie t  Press, 
Vol .  x x i v ,  No. 10, A p r i l  5, 1972, r e p o r t s  a  1600 
word a r t i c l e  by c :R. ' ~ o d r q ~ u e z  publ  i shed i n  ~ r a v d a  
on March 11, 1972. The a r t i c l e ' s  sub jec t  m a t € F T Z s  
"The Soviet-Cuban In ter -governmenta l  Commission on 
Economic, S c i e n t i f i c  and Technica l  Cooperat ion" .  

It i s  a l s o  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  C.R. RodrGuez 
accompanied F ide l  on h i s  t r i p  t o  t he  U.S.S.R. i n  
June of 1972 and took  p a r t  i n  t h e  d iscuss ions .  

Thus, i t  would appear t h a t  F i d e l  has f o r g i v e n  C.R. 
~ o d r f g u e z  o f  h i s  " s i n "  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  w i t h  t h e  o l d  
guard communists du r i ng  t h e  t r i a l  o f  Marcos Rodrrguez 
and e leva ted  h im t o  a  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  p o s i t i o n  i n  
the  Cuban power s t r u c t u r e .  

/ 
Suarez, A. op. c i t . ,  page 230. 

I b i d .  , page 228. It should be no ted  t h a t  the  f i g u r e s  
c i t e d  f o r  m i l i t a r y  r ep resen ta t i on  a r e  o n l y  approximate, 
s i nce  some o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t i t l e s  were, f o r  p r a c t i c a l  
purposes, honorary  t i tl es on l y .  

Voi s ky , George. "Cuba, F i f t e e n  Years L a t e r " ,  Cur ren t  
H i s t o r y .  January, 1974, page 10.. Vol sky bases h i s  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  r ega rd  t o  p a r t v  qrowth on an a r t i c l e  
f rom Par t i ynaya  ~ h i z n ,  ~ ~ r i i  10; 7973. 

Suarez, A. op. c i t . ,  pages 179-180. ~ua$ez  r e p o r t s  
t h a t  a c c o r d i E j X o ~ 1  Nat iona l  D i r e c t o r a t e  f i g u r e s  
i n  March o f  1963, p a r t y  membership i n  Cuba t o t a l l e d  
o n l y  16,000. 

For  a  complete t e x t  o f  t h e  speech, see Kenner , M. , and 
Pet ras ,  J. (ed.)  F i d e l  ~ a s t r o  speaks.  rove-press, Inc  
New York, 1969, pages 107-114. 

I b i d . ,  page 111. - 
Soto, L i o n e l .  " F i r s t  Conference o f  t he  Peoples o f  Three 
Cont inents" ,  The World M a r x i s t  Review, ~ o l :  9,  No. 4,  
A p r i  1  , 1966, pages 3-1 3. 

Fox, D. Kohler,  "Cuba and t he  Sov ie t  Problem i n  L a t i n  
America" A r t i c l e  can be found i n  S u c h l i c k i .  J .  (ed)  , - \ - - ,  

Cuba, Cast ro  and Revo lu t ion .  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Miami Press, 
Coral  Cables, F l o r i d a ,  1972,pages 119-143. 



I b i d . ,  page 130. --- 

Gerassi  , J .  (ed.) Venceremos! The Speeches and W r i t i n g s  
o f  Ernesto ~ h 6  Guevara. Simon and Schus t e r  , New York , 
New York, 1968, page 416. 

I b i d . ,  page 419. 

On March 13, 1967, F i d e l  d e l i v e r e d  a  speech i n  which he 
made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n s  i n .  L a t i n  America would 
be made w i t h  o r  
wa r fa re  and n o t  
t i o n a r i e s .  See 
Castro Speaks. 

Debray, Regis . 
I n c .  , New York, 

w i t h o u t  a  p a r t y ,  and t h a t  i t  i s  g u e r r i l l a  
p a r t y  dogma t h a t  determines t r u e  r e v o l u -  
Kenner, M.  81 Pet ras ,  J .  (ed. ) F i d e l  

c i  t. , pages 11 5-1 35. OP. 

Revol u t i  on i n  t h e  Revol u t i o n ?  Grove Press, 
New York, 1967. 

I b i d . ,  page 116. 

Debray's (and through Debray - F i d e l  ' s )  cha l l enge  t o  U.S.S.R. 
t h e o r i e s  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  d i d  n o t  go unchal lenged. The U.S.S.R. 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e n s i t i v e  t o  Debray's t h e s i s  t h a t  t he  p a r t y  
was n s t  necessary f o r  a successfui r e v o l u t i o n .  I n  March o f  
1967, Pravda f e a t u r e d  an a r t i c l e  on t h e  importance o f  t h e  p a r t y  
i n  mak-e r e v o l u t i o n .  

The Communists j u s t l y  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  w i t h  
t h e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a t t a c k s  O f  U.S. 
i m p e r i a l  ism on t h e  honor and sovere ign t y  
o f  L a t i n  American peoples , any under-est ima- 
t i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  M a r x i s t - L e n i n i s t  p a r t y  
o f  t h e  work ing c l a s s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  
s t r u g g l e ,  any weakening of the  Communist p a r t i e s  
and, even more, and s p l  i t t i n g  o f  t h e i r  ranks,  
whatever mot ives may l i e  behind i t ,  would 
b r i n g  i r r emed iab l  e  damage t o  t h e  v i  t a l  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  and peoples. 

Reported by  Jackson, D.B. Castro,  The Kreml in  and Communism_ 
i n  L a t i n  America. The John Hopkins Press, Ba l t imore ,  1969, - 
page 1  38. 

Thomas H. OJL- c i  t., page 1468. 
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i n  t h e  p re face  t h a t  Monje ( l e a d e r  o f  t h e  pro-U.S.S.R. CP) 
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i s  impor ted f rom t h e  U.S.S.R. 
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CHAPTER S I X  

CONCLUSION 

This thes is  has shown t h a t  the  Cuban Comunis t  Party 

was r a d i c a l l y  transformed by the r evo lu t i on  o f  1959. I n  i t s  

f i f t y  years o f  existence the Party has undergone numerous changes 

i n  name. Between 1934 and 1963 Blas Roca has held the key 

pos i t i on  o f  Secretary-General , a pos i t i on  he gained as a  r e s u l t  

o f  a  purge conducted by the C.P. U.S.S.R., and l o s t  as a  r e s u l t  

o f  F idel  ' s  takeover o f  the  par ty  i n  1963. 

A t  i t s  incept ion,  the p)arty was known as the Comunis t  

Party o f  Cuba (PCC), the name it/ reta ined u n t i l  1938. I n  1938, 

the par ty  amal gamated w i t h  the d a r t i  do ~ n i &  Rev01 uc ionar ia  (PUR) 

becoming a  lega l  e n t i t y  and thuq escaping po l i ce  persecution and 
I 

the  a l i ena t i on  i t  had created b ~ /  i t s  act ions i n  the August 1933 

s t r i k e .  By 1944, the p a r t y ' s  n  me had been changed t o  the 4 
People's S o c i a l i s t  Party (PSP), a  name meant t o  i nd i ca te  a I 
change i n  P a r t y  s t ra tegy.  The p a r t y  no longer viewed i t s  

immediate task as the c rea t ion  o f  comnunism, bu t  r a t he r  the 

establishment o f  social ism. Their  new slogan was t o  be 'Economic 

Progress, Social Secur i ty ,  Victory,  and a  People's Peace'. For 

the  PSP the  U.S. i m p e r i a l i s t  era had ended and as such the pa r t y  

would work w i t h  the bourgeois t achieve soc ia l  ism. 



-1 121 
I 
I 

By July,  1960, the  parby 
I 

l ead ing Cuban rev01 u t i ona ry  org4n 

had j o i n e d  forces w 

i z a t i o n s  t o  form OR1 

i t h  t h e  

. From the 

beginning, OR1 was t o  serve as t r a n s i t i o n a l  stage t o  t h e  

formation o f  the  new vanguard p  b &y PURS; a  t r a n s i t i o n  brought 

about i n  1963. The most r e c e n t  change i n  t h e  p a r t y ' s  name 

occurred i n  1965 when t h e  p a r t y  became known as t h e  Comun is t  

Par ty  o f  Cuba (CCP). 

However, desp i te  the changes i n  name, p r i o r  t o  1959 

the  outstanding c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t h e  p a r t y  was i t s  dominat ion by 

the U.S.S.R. This dominance o f  the  Cuban CP by t h e  U.S.S.R. 

and dependency upon t h e  U. S. S.R. f o r  rev01 u t i ona ry  s t ra tegy  

was t o  u l t i m a t e l y  lead t h e  p a r t y  t o  a l i e n a t i o n  f rom s i g n i f i c a n t  

sectors o f  t h e  Cuban popu la t ion  and even tua l l y  render t h e  p a r t y  

impotent dur ing  t h e  most s i g n i f i i c a n t  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  Cuba's h i s t o r y .  

During t h e  pe r iod  1959 - 1961 t h e  p a r t y  assumed increased ~1 

importance i n  t h e  Cuban s t a t e  apparatus and by mid-1961 had 

reached the  he ight  o f  i t s  power and i n f l u e n c e  under the  leader-  

shSp, i n  t h e  O R I ,  o f  ~nn-fbal  Es a lante.  But t h e  pe r iod  was t o  i 
be shor t - l i ved ,  f o r  by t h e  end b f  J u l y  1961, F ide l  had launched 

an a t tack  on Escalante t h a t  l e d  t o  Escalante 's  and h i s  supporters '  

removal from key p o s i t i o n s  i n  t e par ty ,  and complete takeover by 

F ide l  . 
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I n  shor t ,  from t h i s  g o i n t  on the communist o l d  guard 

f  n the  p a r t y  were replaced w i t h  ' f i d e l  i s t a s  ' o r  ' o l d  guard' who 

accepted F ide l  's supremacy over the  p a r t y  and as such would pose 

no t h r e a t  t o  F ide l  ' s  personal i n  t h a t  they fo l lowed F ide l  ' s  

d i r e c t i v e s  and n o t  those o f  t 

From 1961 through 1970 the  Cuban CP appeared t o  have 

adopted t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s t ruc tu res  and opera t iona l  fea tures  o f  

s o c i a l i s t  b loc  p a r t i e s ;  t h i s  was n o t  t h e  case. The essent ia l  

d i f f e r e n c e  between the  Cuban CP and t h e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s t  

b loc CP's was the  Cuban p a r t y ' s  l a c k  o f  power. Instead o f  making 

o r  even implementing decisions; t h e  Cuban CP served as a  

l e g i t i m i z i n g  ' rubber stamp' f q r  F ide l  ' s  decis ions.  

The f a i l u r e  o f  F i d e l ' s  10 m i l l i o n  ton  za f ra  i n  1970 

forced an i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  the  oviet-Cuban economies and F ide l  has 

now adopted t h e  Sov ie t  ve rs io  o f  Marxism-Leninism lock,  s tock 

and ba r re l .  
n 

The u l t i m a t e  i r o n y  i d  t h a t  a f t e r  winning a  t e n  year 

s t rugg le  f o r  s u r v i v a l  between the  o l d  guard communists and him- 

se l f ,  F ide l  i s  now we1 1  on the  way t o  becoming an o l d  guard 

comnunist and as a  r e s u l t  t h e  or thodoXy o f  t h e  Cuban CP du r ing  

the  pre-1959 era has returned, a f t e r  a b r i e f  absence i n  t h e  1960's. 



APPENDIX I 

BACKGROUND ON THE MAJOR CUBAN POLITICAL PARTIES 

1. Aut&i t ico Pa r t y  (The P a r t i d o  Revo luc ionar io  Cubano). 

Grau San ~ a r t f n  took t h e  l ead  i n  founding t he  A u t 6 n t i c o  

Par ty  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  f o r ced  r e s i g n a t i o n  as P res iden t  o f  Cuba a t  t he  

hands o f  B a t i s t a  on January 14, 1934. From 1934 through 1944 t h e  

\ ~ u t & t i c o s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  ma jo r  oppos t i o n  p a r t y  i n  Cuba. The program 

o f  t he  p a r t y  d u r i n g  these e a r l y  years was suppor t  o f  a g r a r i a n  re fo rm  

t h a t  would g i v e  l and  t o  t he  land less ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t he  sugar workers.  

The p a r t y  emphasized t he  necess i t y  f o r  r a p i d  economic development, and 

the  need f o r  increased economic independence. The ~ u t &  t i cos advo- 

cated ex tens i ve  l a b o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  and s t r o n g l y  supported t he  r i g h t s  

o f  workers t o  o rgan ize  and ba rga in  c o l  l e c t i v e l y .  

By 1944 t h e  Au ten t i cos  had been e l e c t e d  t o  power and formed 

the  government f o r  t he  n e x t  e i g h t  years .  Dur ing t he  p a r t y ' s  term o f  

o f f i c e  i t  f a i l e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  the  programs t h a t  had ga ined t he  suppor t  

o f  t he  Cuban people i n  1944. I ns tead  t h e  A u t & t i c o  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  

became famous f o r  t h e i r  c o r r u p t i o n  and by 1952 t h e  p a r t y  was w e l l  on 

the way t o  co l l apse .  

2. Ortodoxo Pa r t y  ( P a r t i d o  Popular  Cubano) 

The Ortodoxo P a r t y  was formed i n  1947 by d i s s i d e n t s  f rom the  

A u t & t i c o  ranks and l e d  by Eduardo ~ h i b 6 s .  ~ h i b i s  vowed t o  r e v i v e  t h e  



\ 
program and d o c t r i n e  o f  t he  Cuban Revo lu t ion  a g a i n s t  Machado i n  1933, 

t h a t  i s :  na t iona l i sm,  soc ia l i sm,  and a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s m .  The Ortodoxos 

would n o t  be mere ly  e l e c t o r a l l y  o r i e n t e d  b u t  would adopt o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  

and l eade rsh ip  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which would i m p r i n t  on i t  t h e  d i s c i -  

p l i n e  and m i l i t a n c y  necessary f o r  a  t r u l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a r t y .  There 

seems l i t t l e  doubt t h a t  t h e  Ortodoxos would have won t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  

1952 had B a t i s t a  n o t  s taged a  m i l i t a r y  coup and had ch ibas n o t  k i l l e d  

h i m s e l f  i n  1951. 

I t  was f rom the  Ortodoxo 

f o l l o w e r s  i n  the  Moncada u p r i s  

u t i o n  aga ins t  B a t i s t a  inc rease  

Pa r t y  t h a t  F i d e l  and many o f  h i s  

i n g  sprang i n  1953. As F i d e l ' s  r e v o l -  

d  i n  success throughout  t h e  l a t e  1950 's  

the  ranks o f  t he  Ortodoxos were dep le ted  as t he  younger members 

j o i n e d  M-26. 

3. M-26 ( J u l y  26 Movement) 

Es tab l i shed  as a  r i v a l  movement t o  t he  Ortodoxos i n  1955 

and takes i t s  name f rom t h e  a t t a c k  on Moncada, J u l y  26, 1953, l e d  by 

F i d e l  Castro. The new movement was devoted t o  t he  p r i n c i p l e  o f  

v i o l e n t l y  over th row ing  t h e  B a t i s t a  government and drew h e a v i l y  on 

young members o f  the  Ortodoxo Pa r t y  f o r  i t s  membership. F i d e l  had 

been t he  undisputed l eade r  of  t h e  movement s i nce  i t s  found ing  i n  

1955 and had over  t he  years  used t he  membership o f  the  M-26 t o  d i s -  

p lace  o l d  guard communists from key p o s i t i o n s  i n  O R I ,  and PURS. The 

M-26 ended i t s  ex i s tence  as a  separate e n t i t y  i n  1961 when i t  merged 

w i t h  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  t o  form O R I .  



4.  xt_udent D i r e c t o r s h i p  (Di  r e c t o r i o  E s t u d i a n t i  1  Uni v e r s i  t a r i o )  . 

A  s tuden t  body s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  l a t e  1920 's  t h a t  had, a t  one 

t i m e  o r  another  n e a r l y  every  major  Cuban p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r  i n  i t s  ranks ,  

The D i  r e c t o r i o  c a l  l e d  f o r  j u s t i c e  a g a i n s t  f r aud ,  honor a g a i n s t  co r -  

r u p t i o n ;  i t  dec la red  war on pove r t y ,  spoke f o r  t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  man, 

i t  was v i o l e n t l y  a g a i n s t  Machado and B a t i s t a .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i t s  p r o -  

paganda wing t h e  p a r t y  a l s o  r a n  a  m i l i t a r y  branch. The D i r e c t o r i o  es tab-  

l i s h e d  t h e i r  und ispu ted  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c r e d e n t i a l s  between 1930 and 

1959 by opposing Machado and B a t i s t a  w i t h  b ravery  and s a c r i f i c e .  The 

main a c t i o n  o f  t h e  group was t h e  a t t a c k  on t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  pa lace  on 

March 13, 1957. A f t e r  January o f  1959 many o f  i t s  members l e f t  t h e  

p a r t y  t o  j o i n  M-26 and by 1961 t h e  D i r e c t o r i o  had ceased t o  e x i s t  as 

i t  merged w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  p a r t i e s  t o  fo rm O R I .  

5 .  A.B.C.  - P a r t y  

One o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  o f  t h e  anti-Machado p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

1930 's .  The 1932 program o f  t h e  p a r t y  proposed development and p r o -  

t e c t i o n  o f  smal l  r u r a l  p r o p e r t y  ho ld i ngs ,  gradual  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

1  arge e s t a t e s ,  1  i m i t a t i o n  t o  American a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  l and ,  even tua l  

n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  American companies i n  Cuba, es tab l i shment  o f  

p roducers '  co -opera t i ves ,  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s .  As 

e a r l y  as 1932 t h e  p a r t y  was s p l i t  i n t o  a t  l e a s t  two wings, t h e  

Ghandian wing which preached nonv io lence and t h e  r a d i c a l  w ing  which 

advocated v i o l e n t  a c t i o n  t o  d i s p l a c e  Machado. Even i n  t h e  e a r l y  days 

t h e  p a r t y  was accused o f  fasc ism b u t  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  was submerged i n  



l i g h t  o f  t he  g r e a t e r  t h r e a t  t o  Cuba posed by Machado and l a t e r  B a t i s t a .  

By 1939 The A.B.C. p a r t y  had combined f o r ces  w i t h  t he  ~ u t e h t i c o s  and 

o the rs  t o  w in  t h e  C o n s t i t u e n t  Assembly e l e c t i o n s .  Du r i ng  t h e  l a t e  

1930 's  and 1940 's  t h e  p a r t y  was reduced t o  a  group of i n t e l l e c t u a l s  

whose most pronounced c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  was v i o l e n c e  and consp i racy .  By 

t h e  1950's t h e  p a r t y  p layed  l i t t l e  o r  no r o l e  i n  Cuban p o l i t i c s .  
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