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ABSTRACT 

This thesis analyzes the maturation of the thought of 

Harold A. Innis about problems he considered to be of funda- 

mental importance to the maintenance of a humanist tradition, 

and as such, it is principally a study in the history of ideas. 

In order to clarify the intent of his often scattered 

writings, the study is organized thematically into four 

chapters, This approach demonstrates bc%h t h e  r e k t e d  x t z r e  

of his ideas and emphasizes the course of Innist intellectual 

development, 

Tho first chapter, although chronologically organized 

to indicate the temporal frame work and formative intellectual 

influences, stresses Innis? conception of the role of humanist 

dissent in the academic community and the hwnanistTs res- 

ponsibility to society. The second theme examines Innis' 

scholarly t s s k ,  which he inherited from Adam Smith and Thorstein 

Veblen, of dissent from economic and methodological orthodoxy, 

His philosophical and historical approach rejected the 

simplicity of the price theories of economics and led him to 

criticize knowledge derived solely by the scientific method, 

Having argued that Innis early held a skeptical attitude to- 

wards the scientific method, the chapter concludes with the 

crystallization of his position in the mid-thirties and the 

implications of this pooition in the cold war. 

The third chapter analyzes Innis' treatment of technol- 

ogy, Through his exploration of the social significance of 

technology, suggested in the work of Karl Marx and Thorstein 

(iii) 



Veblen, I n n i s  gradual ly  s h i f t e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  from t h e  s tudy of  

t h e  e f f e c t s  of technology on s o c i a l  organiza t ion  when appl ied  

t o  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  i t s  r o l e  i n  shaping s o c i e t y  through t h e  

media of communication. I n  h i s  view, workmanship, and thereby 

technology, had been corrupted by t h e  p r i c e  system. This  

s h i f t  of i n t e r e s t  from t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  communication i n s t i -  

t u t i o n s  was f a c i l i t a t e d  by h i s  s t a p l e  t h e s i s  of  Canadian 

s o c i a l  growth which provided him with a phys ica l  medium t o  

demonstrate t h e  impact of technology. 

I n  t h e  f o u r t h  chapter ,  I n n i s '  assessment of monopolies 

combines h i s  c r i t i q u e  of s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge and h i s  theory  

of h i s t o r i c a l  change. H i s  approach t o  monopoly i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

first i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  commodities and secondly i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

information, exemplif ies  t h e  c r e a t i v e  expos i t ion  of p o l i t i c a l  

economy untrarnrnelled by t h e  myopic questions exmined in 

P o l i t i c a l  Science and Economics. 

While no attempt has been made t o  encompass all of 

I n n i s t  published and unpublished work, the f i r s t  chapter  does 

r e l y  heav i ly  on t h e  I n n i s  Papers and a l l  o f  h i s  s t r a t e g i c a l l y  

important a r t i c l e s  have been c i t ed .  
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Harold A. Iiinis was a humanist scholar in the critical 

tradition established by Adam mith, In the following study 

the development of Innisr thoug t will be analyzed and related 

to many of his publications through ih the study of three recur- 

rent themes. His gradual rejection of the use of the quantita- 

tive methods of the natural sciences in the social sciences 

and humanities can be traced throughout his review articles of 

the 1930's. His sceptical view of scientific knowledge provides 

both the first theme and the reasons for Innis' fear of the 

bias or view point of western communication, In his view, 

communication suffered 

the bias of the values 

second unifying aspect 

social implications of 

the scientific bias of 

suitable to itself for 

providing an avenue to 

from ethnocentricism since it carried 

and knowledge of its culture. The 

of his work is his examination of the 

technology which he believed perpetuated 
2 

communication by selecting a media 

communication, The third element 

all of Innist work was his study of the 

role of economic and later information monopolies. He concluded 

that the monopoly of knowledge built around the modern media of 
'1 

communicqtion threatened creativity and thereby humanism. 
".' 

The object of this study is to illustrate his origin- 

ality in relation to the problems offered by his intellec- 

tual environment, and not to explain away his achievement by the 

device of emotional or instinctual 

that the: 

danger of history of ideas 

reductionism. noted 

and concern with 



f u r n i t u r e  f i n t e l l e c t u a l  s y m e t r d  i s  a p t  t o  
d i s t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n  from t h e  b a s i c  problems 
of inadequacy t o  meet problems of l a c k  of 
contac t  between a b s t r a c t  ideas  and techno- 
l o g i c a l  development.1 

Nevertheless it i s  hoped t h a t  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  

i d e a s  w i l l  provide a b a s i s  f o r  r e l a t i n g  technology t o  a b s t r a c t  

ideas ,  I n n i s '  in f luence  w i l l  a l s o  be suggested although such 

inf luence  a s  he may have had i s  no t  a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  

s tudy,  s ince  h n i s  himself qufpped Chat, "1 heve k s g  siczs 
F -- 

escaped from t h e  i l l u s i o n  t h a t  people read my books.-!~% He - \_-- . ""-- --" --  "--- .-IF-- - -  ^ - 

a l s o  doubted t h e  a b i l i t y  of t h e  psychoanalytic approach t o  

a s s e s s  i n t e n t i o n s ,  i n  h i s  r e f l e c t i o n  t h a t :  

A l e r t  t o  --- t h e  prospect  of being exposed t o  
t h e  psychoanalyst --- who w i l l  po in t  --- t o  
t h e s e  ' f u r t h e r  cons idera t ions '  a s  representa-  
t i v e  of youth and immaturity searching f o r  hope 
where none e x i s t s ,  and a s  a f u r t h e r  a f f e c t  o f  
t h e  War, t h  depression,  and t h e  winter  
season ---.? 

Innis wrote a prodig ious  number of a r t i c i e s ,  reviews, e d i t o r i a l  

in t roduc t ions ,  and monographs i n  t h i r t y - f i v e  years  of  academic 

l i f e .  The q u a l i t y  and q u a n t i t y  of h i s  work suggests  t h a t  h i s  

research  and w r i t i n g  were t h e  f u l f i l m e n t  compulsive m i s -  

s ion ,  C e r t a i n l y  h i s  emotional make-up gave him t h e  capaci ty  

f o r  such a  monumental accomplishment, but  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  t o  

t h i s  s tudy ' s  approach a r e  imposed not  only by t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  

p re jud ices ,  but  a l s o  by t h e  na tu re  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  ava i l ab le .  

Y I n n i s '  e a r l y  background and c a r e e r ,  combined with tho  i n t e l -  

i l a c t u a l  environment of t h e  pos t  World War I per iod ,  s t imula ted  

[ t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and growth of h i s  thought,  Thus a thorough 



understanding of I n n i s '  conclusions and idieas must be pre-  

faced by a biographica l  ske tch  of his ear ly  l i f e  and career .  
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CHAPTER I 

AN INTELLECTUAL PROFILE 

PBdT I: EARLY LIFE 

Harold ~ d m s  I n n i s  was an extremely personable f i g u r e  

who was genera l ly  known f o r  h i s  capaci ty  t o  work and t h e  sense 

of dedica t ion  t h a t  i n s p i r e d  h i s  research.  H i s  f l e x i b l e  admin- 

i s t r a t i o n  of academic r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  d i d  n o t  s p r i n g  from a 

p l i a n t  charac tgr ;  he o f t en  s tood s tubbornly on p r i n c i p l e  t o  
I 

I_-_-_-- ---.- ---------- 

t h e  embarrassment of h i s  f r i e n d s  and col leagues.  I n  devo- --__-- ---. . --.I- -----.--- ...----- ...- - --- ".-- --- "- - 
t i o n  t o  academic l i f e ,  he spent  an i n c r e d i b l e  amount of phys ica l  

energy i n  cease less  research;  t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  investment,  

f n n i s  was always a l e r t  t o  any governmental o r  o t h e r  in f luence  

which would c u r t a i l  o r  compromise s c h o l a s t i c  endeavor. This 

t r a i t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  evident  dur ing  World War I1 i n  h i s  ---" 

s t i c ,  a s  o f t e n  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  fu r the red  h i s  own ca ree r ,  which he 

bel ieved coincided with h i s  p ro fess ion ' s ,  and Canada's b e s t  

i n t e r e s t s .  

During h i s  childhood, I n n i s  developed h i s  most obvious 

q u a l i t y ,  h i s  capac i ty  f o r  work, p a r t i a l l y  because h i s  e a r l y  

labours  were re inforced  by success.  Harold Adams I n n i s  was 

born on November f i f t h ,  1894, on a farm near  O t t e r v i l l e ,  Oxford 

County, Ontar io.  His f a t h e r ,  W i l l i a m  Anson I n n i s ,  o f  t h e  

f o u r t h  generat ion of  h i s  family i n  Canada, was an extremely 

able  farmer. The e l d e s t  son, Harold rece ived   continuous^ 



schooling from t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e ' c e n t u r y  with t h e  exception of  

one year.  He f irst  a t tended number one South N o n ~ i c h  school ,  

a  one room bu i ld ing  conveniently loca ted  h a l f  a  mile from 

h i s  fami ly ' s  farm. H i s  mother had ambitions f o r  Harold. 

Af ter  t h e  b i r t h  of  a second son, Samuel--who assured t h e  

r e t e n t i o n  of  t h e  farm i n  t h e  fami ly ,  should t h e  e l d e s t  l e a r n  

t h e  household--she supported t h e  cont inuat ion  of Harold's  

eduzztian.  Eacsurageci by i i a ro ia i s  progress ,  t h e  prospering 

l i v e s t o c k  markets,  and t h e  b i r t h  of  a second son h i s  parents  

decided t o  s a c r i f i c e  t h e  a i d  of a  fu l l - t ime  p a i r  of hands i n  

t h e  hope t h a t  Harold would become a preacher  o r  a  teacher .  Ot t e r -  

v i l l e  High School, two mi les  away, lacked t h e  sen io r  secondary 

programme, causing I n n i s  t o  a t t end  t h e  C o l l e g i a t e  I n s t i t u t e  

i n  Woodstock from 1908 t o  1911. H i s  pa ren t s  provided Harold 

with t h e  commuting f a r e  on t h e  Grand Trunk t o  Woodstock, twenty 

mi les  f u r t h e r  west. Harold cont r ibuted  t h e  small earnings 

gained by working i n  h i s  uncle ' s  s t o r e  i n  Norwich and from t rapping  

muskrat.  he enormous work t h a t  he would t a c k l e  i n  h i s  l a t e r  

ca ree r  was foreshadowed i n  h i s  dec is ion  t o  complete t h e  two 

years  necessary f o r  en t rance  t o  'Normal schoolT i n  one.! During 

t h e  examinations, he remained i n  Woodstock, and although he 

cont rac ted  t h e  German measles a t  t h i s  t ime,  he passed. I n  h i s  

e a r l y  l i f e ,  continuous work brought success  t o  Harold 

h i s  academic p u r ~ u i t s ~ a n d  t o  the family i n  t h e  hard-earned 

p rosper i ty  of t h e  farm. /The h a b i t  of work remained an i n t e g r a l  

p a r t  of h i s  cha rac te r  and p a r t i a l l y  expla ins  h i s  l a t e r  success.  



The fundamental is t  B a p t i s t  church, i n  which he was 

r a i s e d ,  s a n c t i f i e d  t h e  r o u t i n e  of farm labour ;  t h i s  p u r i t a n i -  

c a l  code he ld  a l a s t i n g  inf luence  on h i s  charac ter .  H i s  
I 

r e l i g i o u s  background accentuated h i s  sober and indus t r ious  

t r a i t s ,  but  equal ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  was t h e  development of h i s  

sense of mission and passion f o r  people and l a t e r  t h e i r  c u l t u r e s .  

H i s  mother's e a r l y  hope t h a t  Harold would become a  min i s t e r  

were 25% a l t o g s t h e r  i i i - founded,  i n  view of t h e  sermonizing 

i n  I n n i s '  f i n a l  publ ica t ions .  I n n i s ,  however, e labora ted  a 

broader humanism which could encompass a more var ied  human 

h e r i t a g e  Chan t h a t  of  t h e  fundamental is t  church. 

I n n i s  allowed h i s  education t o  l a p s e  f o r  a year i n  ' 

order  t o  accumulate t h e  t u i t i o n ,  requi red  a t  t h e  Baptist-sponsor- 

ed McMaster Univers i ty ;  dur ing  t h a t  year he taught f o r  a term a t  

t h e  l o c a l  school and worked on t h e  farm, I n  Toronto, during t h e  

autumn of 1913, he spent  an unpleasant f i r s t  term and re tu rned  t o  

McMaster a f t e r  Christmas only a t  t h e  urging of h i s  maternal 

uncle.  His modest and i s o l a t e d  background had ill prepared him 

f o r  t h e  anonymity of  t h e  Large c i t y .  

Canada and Harold I n n i s  were urbanized dur ing  t h e  F i r s t  

World war. After  shaky beginnings,  he excel led  a t  McMaster, 

r ece iv ing  i n  1915 a f i r s t  i n  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  philosophy p r i z e ,  and 

t h e  A,B. Thomson scho la r sh ip  i n  p o l i t i c a l  economy. To over- 

come h i s  shyness and prepare f o r  a  law c a r e e r ,  I n n i s  had a l s o  

mastered oratory.  I n  a debate between T r i n i t y  College and McMast- 



e r ,  I n n i s  analyzed t h e  in terdependence o f  t h e  w o r l d t s  t r a d e  

and argued t h a t  ~tcommercial  p r o s p e r i t y  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  

cause of war; it i s  t h e  on ly  panacea f o r  peace.n1 While h i s  

i n t e r e s t  i n  economic h i s t o r y  had been s t i m u l a t e d  by K.S. Wail- 

a c e ' s  l e c t u r e s ,  h i s  s ea rch  f o r  f i n a n c i a l  independence s e n t  him 

t o  A lbe r t a  t o  t e a c h  i n  a one room s c h o o l  i n  May of 1915. H i s  

g r adua t ion  i n  May 1916 found him undecided upon a voca t ion .  

D--+: A ,, ,A,AAy -1 1 .- to ; i i ~ l d  h i s  Ziarniiy? s pressure  t o  j o i n  t n e  m i n i s t r y  

and t h e  h u m i l i a t i o n  o f  be ing  young, m d e ,  and i d l e ,  he e n l i s t -  

ed i n  t h e  Canadian Corps and was overseas  by t h e  end o f  J u l y  

1916.2 

Perhaps ,  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  hones ty  and s e n s i t i v i t y  

t o  h i s  f ami ly ' s  f e e l i n g s  r e q h i r e d  t h i s  escape ,  The B a p t i s t  

church demanded an a d u l t  make a pub l i c  p r o f e s s i o n  o f  f a i t h .  

But I n n i s  had q u i e t l y  become an a g n o s t i c ,  I n n i s  r e a s s u r e d  h i s  

f ami ly  t h a t  by v o l u n t e e r i n g ,  he could s e l e c t  a p o s i t i o n  t h e  

l e a s t  exposed t o  dea th .  He chose t o  become a s i g n a l e r  and 

i r o n i c a l l y  found h imse l f  i n  t h e  f r o n t  ranks  o f  t h e  Canadian 

Corps p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  a t t a c k  on Vimy Bidge i n  t h e  s p r i n g  

o f  1917. A f t e r  he recovered  from t h e  i n i t i a l  ons laught  a t  Vimy 

Ridge, t h e  r o u t i n e  o f  rats and mud grew i n t o l e r a b l e .  To keep 

busy, he vo lun teered  f o r  double  s c o u t i n g  d u t y  on J u l y  7. Luck i ly ,  

perhaps ,  I n n i s  s u s t a i n e d  a  l e g  wound wh i l e  on t h i s  p a t r o l  and 

because t h e  f irst  medical  a t t e n t i o n  he r e c e i v e d  had been inad-  

equa te  he e v e n t u a l l y  r e t i r e d  t o  t h e  Canadian Army h o s p i t a l  i n  

London f o r  a r a t h e r  long  convalescenca.  I n n i s  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  



t o  t h e  f r o n t  aga in ;  he could walk only with t h e  a i d  of 

a  cane, Soon f r e t f u l  with h o s p i t a l  r o u t i n e ,  h i s  need f o r  

a c t i v i t y  drove him t o  prepare himself f o r  an M.A. degree 

from McMaster. Upon r e t u r n i n g  t o  Canada i n  t h e  sp r ing  of 1918, 

he received h i s  d ischarge  and h i s  M.A. as wel l .  

H i s  Master 's  t h e s i s ,  "The Economic Problems of Army 

L i f e , t t  underlined t h e  emotional s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h e  war had upon 

him. A f o r e t a s t e  of t h e  f u t u r e  genera l i za t ion  I n n i s  a r r i v e d  

a t ,  is  glimpsed i n  t h e  t o p i c a l  observat ion t h a t  'lone of t h e s e  

Groblems of t h e  w a g  p ress ing  f o r  s o l u t i o n  i s  t h e  economic 

recons t ruc t ion  of  t h e  world,tr a  s ta tement  which l eaves  l i t t l e  

doubt t h a t  he f e l t  h i s  generat ion had been betrayed because of  

f a u l t y  p o l i t i c a l  economye3 H i s  war experience focused h i s  

sense of mission on d iscover ing  t h e  e f f e c t s  of technology upon 

c u l t u r a l  values and on assess ing  t h e  r o l e  t h a t  academic resea rch  

ought t o  f u l f i l l  i n  avoiding ware4 



10.  

PART I1 : ACADEMIC CAi3EEK 

U n t i l  I n n i s  en t e red  g radua te  school  a t  Chicago, n o t  

on ly  were t h e  even t s  of  h i s  l i f e  cornmon t o  h i s  gene ra t ion  

b u t  he w a s  l a c k i n g  i n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i r e c t i o n  which was s o  

marked i n  t h e  r e s t  of h i s  l i f e .  I n n i s r  appearance a t  t h e  Chi- 

cago summer s e s s i o n  o f  1918 was p u r e l y  f o r t u i t o u s .  He in tended  

C UG rt; \rurri  LO Toronti0 i n  t n e  f a i l  t o  pursue l a w  a t  Osgoode Hall, 

b u t  h i s  c u r i o s i t y  l e d  him t o  spend h i s  army sav ings  broadening 

h i s  knowledge o f  economics. I n t e n d i n g  t o  on ly  sample Chicagols  

economic thought ,  he  s t r u c k  such a s t i m u l a t i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w i t h  t h e  head of t h e  department of  economics, Ches te r  Whitney 

Wright,  t h a t  he remained f o r  two yea r s ,  from t h e  summer of  

1918 t o  t h e  summer of  1920. I n  t h e  summer of  1920,  s i d e d  by 

t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  g r adua te  a s s i s t a n c e  program, I n n i s  completed 

h i s  examinat ions ,  d o c t o r a l  t h e s i s ,  and defence.  I n  t h e  autumn 

o f  1918, he r ead  and marked papers  f o r  C.W. Wright. Wright 

a l s o  superv ised  I n n i s l  i n s t r u c t i o n  of  an e lementary  course  i n  

economics f o r  t h e  w i n t e r  of  1919,  t h e  autumn o f  1919,  and t h e  

w i n t e r  and s p r i n g  q u a r t e r s  of 1920. During t h e  s p r i n g  and 

summer of 1919, he had researched  h i s  t h e s i s  a t  Chicago and 

t h e  O t t a w a  a r c h i v e s ;  h i s  appointment a s  a don f o r  S n e l l  House 

i n  t h e  suntner o f  1920 eased t h e  completion o f  h i s  t h e s i s .  

The academic exper iences  a t  Chicago s t r eng thened  h i s  

h i s t o r i c a l  approach and r e a f f i r m e d  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  p r o j e c t  h i s  

work i n  t e r n s  of moral  s o c i a l  goa l s .  The academic t o o l s  i n -  

t roduced t o  I n n i s  a t  Chicago remained t h e  b a s i s  of  h i s  i n t e l -  



l e c t u a l  concep t ions ,  He r e f l e c t e d  on Itmy enormous d e b t  to . . .  

LE.W. W r i g h g  and t o  o t h e r  members o f  t h e  s t a f f  o f  t h e  un iver -  

s k t y  of Chicago, p a r t i c u l a r l y  when I was a g radua t e  s t u d e n t ,  

and a t  o t h e r  t imes ."5  P r o f e s s o r  Ches t e r  Whitney Wright was 

t h e  most impor tan t  pe r sona l  i n f l u e n c e  i n  persuad ing  I n n i s  t o  

go i n t o  academic l i f e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  economic h i s t o r y ,  B e  I /  
s i d e s  o f f e r i n g  I n n i s  t e a c h i n g  and marking ass ignments ,  Wright 

a i s o  sugges ted  h i s  t h e s i s  t o p i c ,  "The Canadian P a c i f i c  h a i l -  

way,f1 which became I n n i s '  f i r s t  major p u b l i c a t i o n ,  I n t e l l e c t u -  

a l l y ,  I n n i s  owed l e s s  t o  Wr igh t ' s  i n f l u e n c e  t h a n  t o  o t h e r  

members 'of t h e  Chicago community; bu t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  

I n n i s  was an economic h i s t o r i a n ,  Wr igh t ' s  r o l e  was d e c i s i v e  

i n  de te rmin ing  I n n i s '  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r .  

Frank H .  Knight ,  who t a u g h t  I n n i s  economic t h e o r y  and 

John Naurice C l a r k ,  who l e c t u r e d  on overhead c o s t s ,  both  as- 

sumed t h a t  t h e  economic system was an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  s o c i a l  

va lues .  Knight s warning t h a t :  

Those problems o f  p r i c e  mechanics unfor tun-  
a t e l y  t end  t o  g e t  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  r e a l  
i s s u e s  o f  t h e  way i n  which the p r i c e  system 
o rgan ize s  p roduc t ion  and d i s t r i b u t e s  t h e  r e s -  
u l t  ,b 

i s  r e a d i l y  ev iden t  i n  I n n i s '  

Railway. I n  a s k i n g  whether t h e  r o a d ' s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  

p roduc t ive  c a p a c i t y  had " c o n t r i b u t e d  more t o  the w e l f a r e  o f  

humanity," I n n i s  concerned himself  w i th  t h e  CoPoR* as an 

example o f  t h e  impact  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i s m  on s o c i e t y ,  r a t h e r  t han  

s o l e y  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  i n t e r n a l  e f f i c i e n c y  of  a p a r t i c u l a r  



railing corporation.7 John ~aurice Clark developed a theory 

of overhead costs which to him narc seen to be a universal 
fact." He stressed that studying overhead costs formed part 

of: 

a search for the laws of economic efficiency 
in the large, rather than of that narrow 
commercial efficiency which breeds the convul- 
sions that sap the strength of business as 
a whole. 

Clark encouraged Innis to use overhead costs creatively, 

as would be found in Innis1 interpretation of the importance 

of overhead costs in increasing pulp and newsprint production. 

Of greater significance was his proposition that "there are 

other features of the human costs of labor corresponding to 

some of the particular phases of overhead costs. " 8  Clark con- 

strued overhead costs as partially social. In his study of 

the CoPoR. Innis adopted Clark's tool in his conclusion that 

%he pressure of overhead charges---, intensified the necessity 

for the development of local mainline and branch line traffic."g 

Innis acquired a further specific tool from C.S. Duncan, 

who stressed the relationship between a commodity and the org- 

anization designed to exploit it. He transformed) Duncan's ideas 

about marketing into a theory of Canadian social and institu- 

tional development arising from the export of staple commodities. 

Innis' academic success rested at least in part upon his im- ?& 
aginative use of the concepts he acquired a Chicago. d 

Professionally, Innis1 teaching assignments at Chicago 

had been valuable experience. Personally, his interest was engag- 



ed by an American s t u d e n t ,  Nary Quayle ,  d u r i n g  t h e  w in t e r  s e s s i o n  
I 

of 1919. A t  t h i s  t ime ,  h i s  f u t u r e  wife  w a s  completing h e r  B.A. 

r equ i rements ,  a f t e r  a s h o r t  c l e r i c a l  i n t e r l u d e  i n  Plashington 
in bi3t"\~t ! 

d u r i n g  t h e  war years .  When he was r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  ramif ica-  

t i o n s  of  t h e  C.P.R. i n  Ottawa t h a t  September, he wrote t o  

Mary Quayle  t h a t  "Both of us  can move m o ~ n t a i n s , ~ ~  i f  on ly  

paper  mountains. lo A f t e r  t h e i r  marr iage i n  May 1921,  a t  ' d i l l -  

met te  nea r  Chicago, t h e y  combined t h e i r  ene rg i e s  t o  r e sea rch  

t h e  Canadian c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e ,  The I n n i s e s  

o f  t h e  s o c i a l  problems o f  overhead c o s t s  and 

wai ted  u n t i l  Marold 's  c a r e e r  was e s t a b l i s h e d  

t h e i r  t h r e e  c h i l d r e n ,  Mary 51an (1927) ,  Hugh 

(1933). Mrs. I n n i s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  Haro ld ' s  

and i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e ,  and i n  h e r  own r i g h t ,  

were w e l l  aware 

conse yuent ly  

be fo re  having 

(1930) ,  and Anne 

academic c s r e e r  

i s  a noted V' 9 ,,? 
Canadian u t h o r  ss. - . 

Combining the t emot iona l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  i n f l u e n c e s  

of  World War I and Chicago, I n n i s  produced a c r i t i q u e  which, by 

r e j e c t i n g  t h e  n a i v e t y  of mechanis t ic  s o c i a l  phi losophy and t h e  

b e l i e f  i n  i n e v i t a b l e  p rog res s ,  exempl i f ied  t h e  humanist i n t e l l e c -  
4 - 

t u a l  ferment of h i s  per iod .  His work ep i tomizes  t h e  modern pre- 

dicament o f  re .conc i l ing  technology wi th  a  s p e c i a l  motive f o r  

r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  ques t ion  of whether man c r e a t e d  h i s  own d e s t i n y  1 
o r  whether inhuman t e c h n o l o g i c a l  development was man's d e s t i n a -  

_ t ion .  Throughout h i s  c a r e e r ,  I n n i s  a t tempted t o  r e s o l v e  t h i s  
J 

dilemma between d e t e r m i n i s t i c  and c r e a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  



by i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  s o c i a l  va lues  always mot ivated t h e  app l i ca -  

t i o n  o f  technology.  S ince  he be l i eved  t h a t  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l -  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  approach t ranscended  t h e  s p l i t  between determin- 

i s t i c  and c r e a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  t h i s  apparen t  dualism 

becomes more impor tan t  t o  rev iewers  of h i s  work t h a n  t o  I n n i s  

h imse l f .  

1-n- t h e  sumner sf 132C, Ini i ia  received c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  

on h i s  engagement, ' the  completion of  h i s  d o c t o r a t e ,  and h i s  app- 

ointment as l e c t u r e r  i n  economics i n  t h e  department of  p o l i t i c a l  

economy a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of Toronto. Before  T o r o n t o t s  o f f e r  

of  May 11, I n n i s  had agonized over  h i s  r e f u s a l s  o f  o t h e r  p o s t s ,  

b u t  he had s e t  h i s  ambit ion on be ing  p a r t  o f  E n g l i s h  speaking 

Canada's main u n i v e r s i t y .  Although t h e r e  was l i t t l e  t ime t o  

devote  t o  h i s  f u t u r e  l e c t u r e s  i n  t h e  summer o f  1920, I n n i s  

had w r i t t e n  t o  James Mavor, then  t h e  depar tmenta l  head " t o  

f i n d  o u t  i f  p o s s i b l e  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  courses  which you wish 

me t o  t e a c h  nex t  y e a r ,  I n i t i a l l y ,  I n n i s  t augh t  an i n t r o -  

duc to ry  course  i n  t h e  e lements  o f  commerce, a second course  

on t h e  economic h i s t o r y  and t h e o r y  of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  and nine-  

t e e n t h  cen tury ,  and a t h i r d  s e n i o r  course  o f  economic theo ry ,  

b u t  he had s e l e c t e d  Canadian economic h i s t o r y  a s  h i s  f i e l d  of  

r e s e a r c h  and began h i s  Canadian l e c t u r e s  i n  1921-22, Also 

du r ing  t h e  e a r l y  192Ots ,  t h e  department o f  p o l i t i c a l  economy 

was reorganized  and r e s t a f f e d ,  These changes o f f e r e d  I n n i s ,  a 

r a t h e r  j un io r  member, scope t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

new courses  and t r e n d s  i n  t h e  department,  I i i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  



was f e l t  most i n  t h e  commerce 'course i n  which he l a t e r  hoped 

f o r  " the  maintenance and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of  an Arts t r a d i t i o n . " 1 2  

These o p p o r t u n i t i e s  s u i t e d  I n n i s '  a s p i r a t i o n s  admirably.  

H i s  t a s k  of  c r e a t i n g  cou r se s  i n  Canadian economic 

h i s t o r y  w a s  wrought w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y  s i n c e  on ly  Adam S h o r t t  

has  publ i shed  s u i t a b l e  m a t e r i a l .  However, t h e  s t u d e n t s  

b e n e f i t e d  by p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  I n n i s 1  newest d i s c o v e r i e s  and 

i ~ t e r ~ r z t ; t i o i - i s .  h f o r e  he  and h i s  w i fe  t ou red  Europe i n  t h e  

summer o f  1922, t h e y  began an i n t e n s i v e  regime o f  t r a v e l  and 

r e s e a r c h  throughout  Canada, I n  1923,  t h e y  surveyed Canadian 

l i b r a r i e s  and a r c h i v e s ;  t h e  fo l lowing  summer I n n i s  t r a v e l l e d  

down t h e  Peace and Mackenzie Rivers  ( i r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  e x e r t i o n  

r e p a i r e d  h i s  l imp and he no longe r  needed a c a n s ) ,  During 1925, 

he delved i n t o  t h e  Ottawa a r c h i v e s  and uncovered e x t e n s i v e  

m a t e r i a l  on t h e  f u r  t r a d e .  H i s  two volume, S e l e c t  Documents 

i n  Canadian Economic H i s t o r y ,  one w r i t t e n  i n  j o i n t  e d i t o r s h i p  

wi th  A.h.M. Lower, a l s o  emerged from t h e s e  r i g o r o u s  summers. 

It i s  no coincedence t h a t  the  two most o r i g i n a l  exp res s ions  o f  

Canadianism i n  t h e  192Ots, I n n i s  and t h e  members o f  t h e  "Group d'f 

Sevenf1, both  t r a v e l l e d  throughout  Canada, o f t e n  u s i n g  p r i m i t i v e  

means of  t r a n s p o r t .  I n n i s  knew o f  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  younger 

Canadian a r t i s t s  s i n c e  he no ted  i n  h i s  t r a v e l  n o t e s  t h a t  

"George Thomson - nephew of  Tom Thomson - has  s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  

u n c l e ' s  ske t ches ,  rr 13 

With many Canadibn a r t i s t s ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l s ,  and p o l i t -  

i c i a n s  of  t h e  1 9 2 0 t s ,  he shared  t h e  self-assumed t a s k  o f  

r e d e f i n i n g  t h e  Canadian i d e n t i t y ,  and i n  e f f e c t  produced an 



English-speaking Canadian synthesis of British and American / {di 

---rr__~_____~-~ : v  
influences. The First World War had demonstrated to Canad- 

. - X_C_/_/ _- =- -- -....--r___. Y---..--"w+aw#P-- 

nationhood satisfied some isolationist and autonoaist tend- 

encies, but it did not equal the United Statesi pretension 

of 'North American purity,' unsullied by the corruptions of 

Europe. Canadian intellectuals supplied this element by 

interpreting Canadian social and political development with 

reference to the physical and econopic environment of North 

America. While the American environmentalist school, dominat- 

ed by Frederick Jackson Turner, reinforced isolationism, Innis 

applied environmentalism to emphasize internationalism. 

Turner's thesis supported isolationist policies through stress 

on the role American geography in shaping the individualistic 

frontier farmer, the alleged core of American culture; in 

contrast, Innis' environmental interpretation emphasized the 

effect of the commercial values of metropolitan Europe on 

the Laurentian watershed. His contribution of the Laurentia 

thesis was a reinterpretation which argued that the ~anadian 

geographical axis ran east-west along the St. LawrencenGreat 
b/ 

Lakes systein as distinct from the common Turnarian assumption 

sf north-south divisions suggested by the Appalacian, Rocky 

Mountains, and Mississippi River system. The strategic 



importance o f  t h e  S t ,  Lawrence v a l l e y  l a y  i n  i t s  p i e r c i n g  o f  

t h e  con t inen t  and comparative proximity  t o  me t ropo l i t an  Europe. 

I n n i s  d i d  n o t  i ndu lge  i n  t h e  p i e t y  o f  t h e  North American p u r i t y  

s choo l ;  r a t h e r ,  he f o r c e f u l l y  emphasized Canada's i n t i m a t e  

t i o n s h i p  wi th  ~ u r o p . ~  While h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  t h e  Canadian 

h e r i t a g e  r i d i c u l e d  t h e  dominant l i b e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  viewpoint  of  

Canada's t i t a n i c  s t r u g g l e  f o r  independence,  t h e  purpose o f  

I n n i s '  r e s e a r c h  " a l l  leads up t o  a s tudy  o f  Canadian c u l t u r a l  

growth.lflb Canada was a p a r t  of  European c u l t u r e  and t o  f o s t e r  

a balanced c u k t u r a l  l i f e ,  Canada must r e t a i n  h e r  h i s t o r i c a l l y  
1 

i n t e g r a t e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  Europe,  t h e  p a r e n t  c u l t u r e .  ] 

I n n i s  had cornmitted h i s  l i f e  t o  t h e  academic profes -  

s i o n  wi th  miss ionary  z e a l ,  He g r a d u a l l y  acqui red  a t a s t e  f o r  

d i s s e n t  which became t o  him an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ' s  

academic t r a d i t i o n ,  I n  p a r t ,  he sought  power t o  push academic 

thought  i n t o  c r i t i c a l  channe ls ,  and i n  p a r t ,  t o  r e c l a i m  Canadian 

academic c h a i r s ,  he ld  l a r g e l y  by ~ri t%:ns,  f o r  Canadians. I n  

1927 when I n n i s  was an a s s i s t a n t  prodfessor, he r e s igned  i n  pro- 

t e s t  t o  t h e  promotion of  a more j u n i o r  B r i t i s h  co l league  by t h e  

B r i t i s h  head o f  t h e  depar tment ,  E , J .  Urwick. The u n i v e r s i t y  

changed i t s  p o l i c y  and l n n i s  became ag a s s o c i a t e  p r o f e s s o r ,  H i s  

remarkable g a l l  enabled him t o  a f f i r m  h i s  own i n t e r e s t s  and h i s  

p a t r i o t i s m  a t  a s i n g l e  s t r o k e .  

E a r l y  i n  h i s  c a r e e r  Innis involved  himself  i n  t h e  

p r o f e s i o n a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  of  Canadian academics. The r e b i r t h  



of t h e  Canadian P o l i t i c a l  sc i ence  Associa t ion  i n  1929 occ- 

urred l a r g e l y  because of  t h e  i n t e r e s t  he s t i m u l a t e d  i n  h i s  

var ious  Canadian t r i p s .  The a s s o c i a t i o n T s  journa l  appeared 

i n  1935; I n n i s  was an e a r l y  member of t h e  e d i t o r i a l  board 

and de l ive red  his P r e s i d e n t i a l  address  i n  May of  1938. 

H i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  with t h e  Royal Soc ie ty  of  Canada began i n  

1931when Ohester Martin de l ive red  one of h i s  papers ,  a s  I n n i s  

d id  not  become a  f e l low u n t i l  1934.15 I n  A p r i l  o f  1939, I n n i s  

resigned his fe l lowship  and p o s i t i o n  as s e c r e t a r y  o f  S e c t i o n  

Two. He thought t h a t  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  award f o r  l i t e r a t u r e  was 

given merely t o  sooth French and English r e l a t i o n s  and n o t  f o r  

l i t e r a r y  m e r i t ;  however, t h e  Soc ie ty  r e v i s e d  i t s  r e g u l a t i o n s  

t h e  following year  and I n n i s  was r e i n s t a t e d .  Ev iden t ly  t h e  

estrangement was s h o r t  l i v e d ,  I n  1946 I n n i s  became p r e s i d e n t  

of  t h e  Soc ie ty  and de l ive red  h i s  address  i n  Nay of 1947 a t  

Quebec c i t y ,  I n n i s  exh ib i t ed  h i s  i n t r a n s i g e n t  n a t u r e  when 

ever  he f e l t  academic p r i n c i p l e s  were being compromised, both 

i n  pub l i c  and t h e  more p r i v a t e  committee meetings of h i s  

department. 

Of g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  Canadian academic l i f e  were 

two ser ies  of t h e  1930's---The Canadian F r o n t i e r s  o f  Se t t l ement  

and The Hela t ions  of Canada and t h e  United S t a t e s .  To t h e  

former c o l l e c t i o n ,  I n n i s  cont r ibuted  SBttlement and t h e  Mining 

F r o n t i e r .  He was more deeply involved with t h e  second s e r i e s ,  

e d i t i n g  t h e  Canadian volumes and c o n t r i b u t i n g  The Cod Fisheries. 

Through h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  s e r i e s ,  I n n i s  n o t  only d i r e c t e d  t h e  

l a r g e  a l lo tment  of fuhds granted by t h e  Carnegie Foundation 



but  he insured  t h e  independence of Canadian authors  from 

American guidance, and consequently, many of t h e  volumes 

have only a tenuous connection t o  t h e  theme of peace i n  

Canadian-American r e l a t i o n s .  Apparently I n n i s  a l s o  involved .. 
himself with t h e  scho la r sh ip  pursued through the  s e r i e s  i n  

American u n i v e r s i t i e s .  John B a r t l e t  Brebner who had t h e  

o r i g i n a l  conception f o r  such a s e r i e s ,  wrote t o  I n n i s  t h a t  

"A.ihougn I cannot read ail of them your sugges t ions  f o r  t h e  

geographical in t roduc t ion  c l i c k  very n e a t l y  a s  s o l u t i o n s  of 

some previous bafflements of my o w n . ~ ~ l 6  I n n i s t  growing emin- 

ence was f u r t h e r  acknowledged by h i s  appointment as Professor  

of  P o l i t i c a l  Economy i n  1937 and a s  head of t h e  department i n  

Ju ly  of 1937. 

H i s  d f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n s  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  continued 

t o  swell .  Much of h i s  admin i s t r a t ive  work was r o u t i n e ,  such 

as t h e  s ign ing  of twenty-seven memos f o r  keys i n  1946; how- 

eve r ,  h i s  reward was t h e  s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n  he secured i n  t h e  

formulation of Canadian academic p o l i c i e s .  The ob jec t ive  of 

h i s  p o l i c i e s  r e s t e d  on t h e  assumption t h a t  academic i n t e g r i t y  

would allow t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  t o  be an independent s o c i a l  

c r i t i c  of b e n e f i t  t o  h i s  country. I n  1943, I n n i s  p ro tes t ed  

t o  G.S. B r e t t ,  a t  t h i s  time dean of Toronto's  graduate school,  

t h a t :  

A genera l  r egu la t ion  LFhe suggest ion t h a t  a l l  
Canadian academics do post  graduate study i n  
e i t h e r  t h e  U.S.A. o r  E n g l a n g  such a s  your 
l e t t e r  suggests  would do untold damage t o  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  l i f e  and t o  t h e  u n i t y  of t h i s  univer- 
s i t y  and would hcve t h e  e f f e c t  of cont inuing 
t h e  pos i t ion  of s e r v i l i t y  which t h i s  country 



has occupied in relati n to Great Britain 
and the United States. %7 

Upon his appointment as the first Dean of Toronto's 

reconstituted graduate school in 1947, Innis was able to 

implement his policy. The Report of the President's committee 

on Graduate Studies of Narch 1947, of which Innis was the 

chairman, stressed three points: that to be a national insti- 

Wbizn ,  "$he S c b s o l  ~ i s t  Icievi labie  take its place in the 

international scene;" secondly, that "the human factor far 

outweighs every other and freedom to pursue the life of a 

scholar is more important than any amount of rna~hinery;~! and 

finally, that "The Dean should be a scholar, actively engaged 

in research.. . tr 18 
The formulation of national academic policies was carri- 

ed out by the Canadian Social Science Research Council which 

Innis and G. Trotter brought to life in September of 1940. 

They also supported, on the recommendation of the independent 

authority, J , B .  Brehner, the founding of a Humanities Research 

Council of Canada (1944). While chairman of the Canadian 

Social Sciences Research Council, Innis wrote to the Federal 

Minister of Finance that "it should be said that the Council has 

scrupulously avoided a request for government aid--since it 

cannot afford the implications that it is an instrument of 

In Innis conception, academics ought to control 

their pwn institutions. He feared that business and government 

entanglements might compromise acadernin independence. He 

protested to B.S, Keirstead that "1 was a little distressed to 



l e a r n  t h a t  Wainer w i l l  probably be t h e  next  chairman a s  we 

had t r i e d  t o  bu i ld  up a t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  admin i s t r a to r s  should 

not have a place  on t h e  c o ~ n c i l , ~  Previous ly ,  i n  a l e t t e r  

t o  Bas, Keirs tead ,  I n n i s  had complained t h a t  c o m e r c i a 1  i n t e r -  

e s t s  had t r i e d  t o  s l a n t  t h e  composition of t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  i n  

h i s  r e v e l a t i o n  t h a t  "Bladen has been compelled t o  use a g r e a t  

d e a l  of t a c t ,  f i n n c s s ,  and down r i g h t  bull-hcadedness t o  g e t  

t h e  bogrd t o  sccepti h i s  s u m e r  school  arrangements which 

inc lude  a Canadian Congress of Labour o f f i c i a l ,  ~r 20 

I n n i s  himself was n o t  e n t i r e l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  avoiding 

ou t s ide  in f luence ,  b?hen he agreed t o  e d i t  t h e  l l i a r y l o f  

Alexander Jawes McPhail, he had baen "given an abso lu te ly  

f r e e  hand,I1 but  t h e  blanks i n  t h e  volume represen t  t h e  names of 

those  a l i v e  d e l e t e d  by t h e  co-operative execut ive before publ ica-  

t i o n a 2 1  I n  genera l ,  "the problem, of course i s  t h a t  of s e c u r i t y  

s u f f i c i e n t  independence i n  t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  t o  make c r i t i c i s m  of  

governmental departments e f fec t ive .1r22  The u n i v e r s i t i e s  had 

i n h e r i t e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  and t r u s t  of judicious d i s s e n t  i n  t h e  

i l k  of  Adam Smith. Recent ly,  t h e  danger had a r i s e n  t h a t  

" s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  a r e  on t h e  way t o  becoming t h e  number one 

f a k e r s  i n  western c i v i l i ~ a t i o n , ~ ~ 3  Arthur R,M, Lower acknow- 

ledged t h e  important r o l e  I n n i s  played i n  formulat ing and 

car ry ing  out  academic p o l i c i e s  i n  h i s  observat ion  t h a t  ?'no one k 
has exer ted  s t r o n g e r  in f luence  i n  t h e  growth and d i r e c t i o n  of  

Canadian s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  ."'4 

During t h e  s o c i a l  turmoi l  of t h e  n ine teen  t h i r t i e s ,  



IF- 

I n n i s T  p lea  f o r  academic independence placed him i n  an ambiv- 

a l e n t  p o s i t i o n ,  s i n c e  he decr ied  p o l i t i c a l  involvement by 

academics, y e t  bel ieved,  a s  previously noted ,  t h a t  t h e  uni-  

v e r s i t y  was a cen te r  of s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s m .  C e r t a i n l y  h i s  

pub l i ca t ion  of t h e  Problems of  S t a p l e  Production i n  Canada 

(1933) i l l u s t r a t e d  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  academics should only  comm- 

e n t  on publ ic  p o l i c i e s  through t h e  medium of  s c h o l a r l y  

s t u d i e s ,  but h i s  appearance a t  t h e  Liberal-Conservative Sum- 
R 

m s r  School a t  Newmarket i n  September of  1933 exemplif ied t h e  

d i f f i c u l t y  o f  fol lowing h i s  own r u l e s .  While d i r e c t i n g  h i s  

paper towards a cons idera t ion  of Ifthe p lace  of an eco- 

nomist i n  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e , "  he lashed out  a t  t h e  high Canadian 

t a r i f f  and emphasized " the  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of  planning i n  

Canadaw because o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  ra i lways  i n  

1919 by t h e  Conservatives.  25 I n n i s T  innocence was f u r t h e r  des- 

t royed by t h r e e  Royal Commissions on which he served: t h e  

P rov inc ia l  Economy Inqu i ry  of t h e  Province of Nova S c o t i a  

(1934);  t h e  Manitoba Royal Commission on Adult Education (1947);  

and t h e  f e d e r a l  Royal Commission on Transpor ta t ion  (1951).  

H i s  conclusion, i n  h i s  Complementary Report t o  t h e  Nova S c o t i a  

commission t h a t  l f i r r e spons ib le  government i n  which funds col-  

l e c t e d  from t h e  Province may be spent  i n  a manner beyond t h e  

c o n t r o l  of t h e  Province must be replaced by respons ib le  govern- 

ment," s t r u c k  a p o l i t i c a l  chord t h a t  runs throughout much 

of Canadian h i s t o r y .  26 However, he d i r e c t e d  h i s  p l e a ,  f o r  academ- 

i c  abs t inence  from p o l i t i c s ,  towards t h e  abuse of academic 

p r e s t i g e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  ends. 



It was evident to Innis that the involvement of 

scholars in politics encouraged politicians to interfere with 

universities, An even greater danger was the impression 

given the public that the social sciences could provide the 

final solution to social problems. While his comment that 

lta tyranny of talk has ominous possibilities," raised many 

a liberal eyebrow, his warning that nintellectuals in large 

x ~ b a r s  will s i i i k  t h e  raZi of any party and LP allowed to 

write a programme will kill itn caused consternation among 
I 

the members of the League for Social ~econstruction.~7 Innis 

laid the blame for tarnishing academic life at the feet of 

the C.C.F, intellectuals who had been active in the "develop- 

ment of the ideology of the class struggleen2' By criticizing 

the tendency of his fellow academics to become engrossed in 

politics through blunt statements, Innis obviously involved 

himself in political controversy. In rebuttal to InnisT 

allegations,,Frank H. Underhill argued that: 

The intrusion of professors into politics is, 
as a matter of fact, an old-established British 
institution. And this should be pointed out 
repeatedly in such communities as Toronto, 
which are always boasting of their devotion 
to British precedents. 

Shifting to an ?d horninam argument, Underhill pointed out that 

"all Canadian economists are divided into two classes; there 

are firstly, those who have already served on Royal commissions; 

and there are secondly, those who are still hoping to do so.! 
"( 

Now to serve on a Royal Conmission one must have achieved a 

reputation for respectability.1f29 However, Innis' chief concern 



was t o  p r o t e c t  academic i n s t i t u t i o n s  from " the  u n f o r t u n a t e  

r e s u l t s  o f  p o l i t i c s  which a r e  shown most c l e a r l y  i n  S e c t i o n  

Two o f  t h e  Royal S o c i e t y  which e x i s t s  as t h e  c h i e f  organiza-  

t i o n  o f  t h o  humani t ies ,u30  I f  t h e  t a s k  o f  t h e  academic en- 

q u i r y  involved c r i t i c a l  review o f  p o l i t i c a l  assumptions and 

p o l i c i e s ,  it could  l e a d  on ly  t o  involvement i n  p a r t y  i s s u e s .  

The l i n e  between independent academic c r i t i c i s m  and t h e  abuse 

o f  s c h o l a s t i c  p r e t i g e  f o r  p a r t y  ends i s  t o o  f i n e  a l i n e  t o  draw 

6nce  t h e  premise of  academic iconoclcclsn~ i s  accep ted ,  

H i s  a t t i t u d e  t o  academic c r i t i c i s m  w a s  ambivalent  

because,  whi le  he encouraged j u d i c i o u s  d i s s e n t ,  he f e a r e d  

t h a t  d u r i n g  exces s ive  p o l i t i c a l  deba t e  an i n t e r e s t  i n  p r i n c i -  

p l e s  and s o l u t i o n s  d i s p l a c e d  concern f o r  humanity. H i s  c o ~ m e n t  

t h a t  Western C i v i l i z a t i o n  has  "not  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  Greeks were  

fundamental ly  concerned w i t h  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f  c h a r a c t e r , "  

p o i n t s  t o  t h e  va lue  he placed on t h e  i n d i ~ i d u a l . 3 ~  I n  I n n i s '  

mind, h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h  was devoted t o  t h o  p r e s e r v a t i o n  and I 

c u l t i v a t i o n  of humanism. John B a r t l e t  Brebner has c h a r a c t e r -  

izea Harold I n n i s !  approach t o  h i s t o r y  as a t a s k  which: 

Man could work f o r  h i s  redemption on ly  by 
r eca l l . i ng  from t h e  p a s t  i t s  b e a u t i f u l  and 
good i n s p i r a t i o n  and by n o u r i s h i n g  renew- 

. i n g ,  and modulating t h e s e  s t r g i n s  through 
t h e  p r e s e n t  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e . j 2  

I n n i s  i nco rpo ra t ed  i n t o  t h e  purpose of h i s  r e s e a r c h  t h e  dictum 

I o f  F rede r i ck  Nie tzsche  t h a t  "knowledge of  t h e  p a s t  i s  a t  a l l  
i 

t imes  needed on ly  t o  s e r v e  t h e  p r e s e n t  and t h e  f u t u r e ,  n o t  

; \ t o  e n f e e b l e  t h e  p r e s e n t  n o r  t o  t e a r  t h e  r o o t s  o u t  o f  t h e  vig-  
$i 



i orous powers of life for the future." His analysis of hist- 

i orical development illuminated cultural continuity, and ind- icated future possibilities without constricting future var- 

, iations "by th: words 'all history proves1 .1133 William #. 

Parker once observed that IInnis1 concerns appear to me 

to have been fundamentally those of the moral historian, 

in the best tradition of Scottish humanism whence political 

economy sprang.1f34 Parker's comment suggests the importance 

that Adam Smith's legacy had upon Innis' work. He has also 

noted the difficulty of categorizing Innis1 publications and 

underlined the moral motivation and implication of his con- 

clusions, Innis supported dissent, but in keeping with the 

tradition of Greek humanism, he asked that nothing, including 

criticism, be done in excess. 

Although dissent and historical research are funda- 

mental elements of Innis1 humanism, the breadth of his com- 

passionate interest in mankind can be seen in his general 

attitude to education and his other intellectual interests. 

He involved himself in the quality of undergxbaduate instruc- 

tion. In a staff meeting of the department of political 

economy (on October 23, 194.2), "Dr. Innis suggested a change 

in policy emphasizing more detailed subjects rather than the 

'mass1 treatment of last year, '*5 and the making of options 

more flexible. In his position as department head, Innis 

received many enquiries about his department's educational 

approach, Innis emphasized as much as possible, "the over- 



a l l  academic r eco rd  of  a s t u d e n t  r a t h e r  t han  t h e  sho r t - run  

a t t i t u d e  which i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  t e s t s ; l f i { a n d  he c a u s t i c -  

a l l y  added t h a t  "we have been r a t h e r  more concerned w i t h  t h e  

problem o f  t e s t i n g  members of  t h e  s t a f f  t han  wi th  t e s t i n g  

s tudents . l t36  The scope of  h i s  educa t iona l  i n t e r e s t s  was n o t  

conf ined t o  t h e  formal  u n i v e r s i t y  s t r u c t u r e .  S i n c e  1920, he 

had involved  himself  w i t h  t h e  Worker's Educa t iona l  Assoc i a t i on  

and d u r i n g  h i s  younger y e a r s  commuted t o  Hamilton t o  d e l i v e r  a 

n i g h t  course .  

H i s  compassionate n a t u r e  expressed  i t s e l f  i n  o t h e r  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  p u r s u i t s  as we l l .  He was a member of  t h e  Canad- 

i a n  Committee of I n t e l l e c t u a l  Co-operation and d u r i n g  t h e  

Second World War wondered "whether a s o l u t i o n  can be found 

a t  San ~ r a n c i s c o . ~ 3 7  That he thought  t h e  d ip lomats  f a i l e d  

i s  ev iden t  i n  h i s  involvement wi th  t h e  Committee t o  Frame a 

World C o n s t i t u t i o n  which publ ished a Pre l imina ry  D r a f t  o f  a 

World C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  1948. H i s  concern over  t h e  s t a t e  of  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  r e c a l l s  t h e  deep wound he s u f f e r e d  

i n  t h e  F i r s t  World War. H i s  l a t e r  w r i t i n g s  took  on a journa- 

l i s t i c  f l a v o r  n o t  d i s s i m i l a r  i n  t one  t o  t hose  of  Thor s t e in  

Veblen. I n n i s '  remark t h a t :  

Some such approach broad p h i l o s o p h i c a l  
a p p r o a c ~ i s  neces sa ry  a t  an e a r l y  d a t e  l e s t  
t h e  importance o f  h i s  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  should 
be obscured by t h e  v i o l e n c e  of  tijg cont rover -  
s i e s  which have raged about them 

might w e l l  r e f e r  t o  himself .  However, t h s  s ense  o f  imniediacy 

permeating h i s  f i n a l  works evoked n o t  on ly  by i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

t e n s i o n s  bu t  a l s o  by h i s  impending dea th  from cance r  and 



perhaps overwork, 

The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago's o f f e r  t o  I n n i s  o f  t h e  

chairmanship of  t h e  departmant of  economics i n  1943 marks t h e  

beginning o f  t h e  phade o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  of  h i s  

worthy c o n t r i b u t i o n s ,  Donald G. Creighton has  sugges ted  t h a t  

"he d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  h i s  mother would e v e r  f o r g i v e  him i f  he  

d e s e r t e d  ~ a n a d a  . " j 9  But I n n i s  undoubtedly t u rned  ' down t h e  

a t t r a c t i v e  and f l a t t e r i n g  o f f e r  because he f e a r e d  t h a t  t h e  

growing American m i l i t a r i s m  may n o t  have been conducive t o  

independent thought.40 I n n i s  was involved i n  American 

academic l i f e  a s  a member of  t h e  committee on Research i n  

Economic H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  S o c i a l  Sc i ences  Research Counci l  o f  

t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and as t h e  second p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Economic 

H i s t o r y  Assoc ia t ion  and, i n  t h e  yea r  of  h i s  dea th ,  as p r e s i d -  

e n t  o f  t h e  American Economic Assoc ia t ion ,  He remarked on 

t h i s  f i n a l  honour t h a t :  

My appointment i s  a t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  t o l e r a -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  sc iences--a  r e c o g n i t i o n  
of  t h e  c a p a c i t y  of  a  s u b j e c t  t o  over look 
r eg ions  and n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and b i f u r c a t i o n s  
w i th  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  even t o  t h  lowest  
s t r a tum of t h e  economic h i s t o r i a n .  e l  

Never the less ,  l n n i s  r ece ived  h i s  g r e a t e s t  r e c o g n i t i o n  i n  t h e  

United Kingdom and d e l i v e r e d  h i s  most impor tan t  f i n a l  i d e a s  

whi le  on l e c t u r e  t o u r s  t h e r e .  I n  1948, he d e l i v e r e d  t h e  3 
X 

B e i t  Lec tu re s  i n  t h e  T r i n i t y  term a t  Oxford, and i n  t h e s e  

s ix  l e c t u r e s  o u t l i n e d  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  change, pub l i sh  
1 

ed i n  1950 as Empire and Con~munications. I n n i s  a l s o  p re sen t  

ed 'Stamp Memorial Lec tu re1  of  the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  London, t h e  



Gust Foundation Lecture a t  t h e  Unive r s i ty  of Nottingham and 

received an honourary degree from t h e  Univers i ty  of Glasgow 

i n  1947. Recognition had n o t  been sparce a t  home e i t h e r ;  

he received honourary degrees i n  1947 from Lava1 and t h e  

Universi ty  of Manitoba and de l ivered  two l e c t u r e s  a t  t h e  

Univers i ty  of New Brunswick on communication propaganda 

and cu l tu re .  To conclude t h a t  t t the p lace  he had made f o r  

himself was uniguetr i s  s u r e l y  an understatement .k2 Even 

though I n n i s  received many honours before his death in December 

of 1952, t h e  g r e a t e s t  t r i b u t e  t o  him was t h e  posthumous crea- 

tion of I n n i s  College,  par t  of t h e  Univers i ty  of Toronto. 
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THE BIAS OF SCIENCE 

$ r Harold Innis assumed that human values determined the 
i 4 

$ operation of economic forces. His economic humanism, apparent 
6 
1 in his castigation of price-system studies, led him to a more 
I 
I 
; general humanist critique of the scientific method. This 
i 
methodological criticism fulfilled his conception of the best 

\ + - n A : c - t - -  vraulu~I;~~ o f  humanist dissent. Because he believed that the 

critiques of Thorstein Veblen and Adam Smith could be used to -..--.-- Y - ..- 

expose economic myths, Innis patterned his work on their meth- 

ods. His iconoclasm was not solely negative; towards the end 
/ 

of his career, Innis propodd a methodological solution to the 

limitations he believed to be inherent in Ghe scientific 

viewpoint or bias of western culture. 

To Innis, a critical methodology was the essential 

ingredient in the tradition of intellectual dissent. He chose 

Veblen and Smith as particular models because their approaches 

stressed skepticism towards economic orthodoxy, employment of 

an evolutionary or historical approach, and inquiry into 

philosophical problems. Although Veblen was no longer present 

at Chicago during Innis' postgraduate stay, his satiric in- 

f1uence.i~ evident in Innis' suggestion that "the effectiveness 

of the price system within the state is evident in the attempts 

to reinforce pecuniary by political ~alues.~l In reference to 

Veblen's discussion of the evolution of behavioral patterns, 

Innis emphasized that "it is the method of approach which must 

be stressed, and not the final conclusi~n.~ Veblen's scholar- 



s h i p  r e s t e d  upon h i s  I1background of  p h i l o ~ o p h y , ~ ~  a frame of  

r e f e r e n c e  which I n n i s  found congen ia l ,  consequent ly  t h e  l a s t i n g  

va lue  o f  Veb len t s  thought  l a y  i n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  fundamental 

v a l u e s  and i d e a s ,  He admired Veb len t s  a t t empt  t o  d ramat ize  

t h e  "c l a sh  between t h e  viewpoint  of  t h e  German h i s t o r i c a l  

s choo l  wi th  i t s  s t r o s s  on t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 

c l a s s i c  theory ,"  s i n c e  such an approach focused upon b a s i c  

assumptions.  Comparing Veblen t o  Smith,  I n n i s  remarked t h a t  

Veblen "has been t h e  first t o  a t t empt  a g e n e r a l  s t o c k t a k i n g  o f  

t endenc ie s  i n  a dynamic s o c i e t y  saddled  w i t h  machine 

i n d u s t r y ;  j u s t  as Adam Smith was t h e  f i r s t  t o  p r e s e n t  a g e n e r a l  

s t o c k t a k i n g  be fo re  machine i n d u s t r y  came in."  I n n i s  conceived 

h i s  miss ion  t o  be an ex tens ion  of  Veb len t s  a t t empts .  2 

I n n i s  p r a i s e d  t h e  same b a s i c  e lements  i n  Adam Smi th ' s  

work as he had i n  VeblenTs ,  Adam Smith had been t h e  first 

economist t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  modern t r a d i t i o n  o f  c r e a t i v e  icono- 

clasm by l e a d i n g  a "savage a t t a c k  on phi losophy,  LTn which he 

had a t t e m p t e g  t o  c l e a r  away myths and t o  f avour  t h e  spread o f  

s c i e n c e  and indus t ry . .  .n3 I n n i s  d i d  n o t  suppor t  e i t h e r  men's 

e f f o r t s  t o  promote s c i e n c e ;  r a t h e r  he emphasized s o l e l y  t h e i r  

c r i t i c a l  p r a c t i c e  o f  examining economic concept ions .  Equa l ly  

impor tan t ,  as t h e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  economic concepts ,  was t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  the f f c l a s s i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  l a i d  down 

by Adam Smith i n  be ing  concerned wi th  t r e n d s  over  c e n t u r i e s ,  it 4 

The dean of  S c o t t i s h  humanism had p re sen ted  a c u l t u r a l  syn- 

t h e s i s  of  h i s  pe r iod  wi th  i n t e r p r e t i v e  ba lance  provided by 
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historical analysis. In particular Innis admired Smith whom 

he viewed as "a distinquished representative of a century in 

which all knowledge was taken as a field," the quintessence 

of the educated tRenaissancet man. 5 

Though Innis took his lead from the philosophical at- 

titudes of Veblen and Smith, he was not concerned with the 

distribution of wealth nor with the price and wage theorems of 

l i b e r a l  ecznznics. Tnnls bid a o t  consider their promotion of 

a more qquitable consumerism by the rational use of science the 

fundamental problem, and therefore he rejected their most 

widely regarded contributions, 

In his view, Veblen inadvertantly perpetuated the fal- 

lacies of price studies. Because price system studies tried 

to understand the fluctuations in the market value of com- 

modities, these studies implicitly supported the value of 

consumer goods to the neglect of humanist values. He criti- 

cised Veblen on the grounds that "the pecuniary slant of econ- 

omics is as evident in VeblenTs elaboration of the pecuniary 

economy of North America as in the discussion by monetary 

theorists of liquidity Innis believed that Veblen 

by immersing himself in the problems of who consumes, reinforced 

the American fixation with consumer prices and thus Benied only 

upper class nconspicuous cons~mption,~~ rather than the basic 

idea of consumption itself. Innis suggested what was for him the 

more fundamental question when he observed that "the enormous 

capacity of Western European civilization to loot has left little 

opportunity for consideration of the problems which follow ex- 
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haustion of material to be lootedmn7 

Innis criticized Adam Smith's theory of the division 

of labour, bacause he felt Smith had ignored the anti-humani- 

tarian effects of this phenomenon. He argued that "it was the 

supreme tragedyv of Adam Smith's work "that part of his 

contribution namely The Wealth of Nations, developed around 

the principle of division of labour, and was ideally adapted to 
d 

the industrial rev~lution.~~" The mechanical revolution used up 

"biological time or energy," which resulted in the lrnecessity 

of the state intervening to prevent abuse by technology and 

business. v 9  From these conditions Innis concluded that labour 

specialization caused by industrialism posed enormous social 

dangers. / For Innis, the raison dtetrq of society was to develo 
.the human potential; in this instance, industrial capitalism 

monopolized the time and strength an individual needed to 

broaden his capabilities; consequently, society must rely on 

government intervention as a "means of protecting itself 

against the more vicious abuses following the introduction of 

capitalism. tllO/ John U . Kef, a noted economic historian, con- 

cluded that Itin the light of Innis' studies, it can no longer 

be seriously contended, I think, that even the multiplication 

of industrial output leads necessarily to human improvement, to 

human progress as it is so widely taken for granted today.1111 

Innis felt that the limitations of Veblen and Smith, left 

the task of maintaining the tradition of economic dissent and of 

undermining the influence of the studies of the price system to 



him. Drawing upon the spirit of his iconoclastic models, 

Innis emphasized that price studies lacked historical 

perspective and ignored the philosophical implications 

of economic concepts and quantitative methods. In a review 

of 1925, he objected to indiscriminate quantitative methods, 

noting that ustatistics often are misinterpreted and extrav- 

agant. tt12 In his remark that "one cannot fail to note the 

lack of dates and the bewildering masses of figures, l 3  ~nnis 

correlated the lack of historical perspective with the presence 

of mathematical techniques. In 1927 his attack on one of the 

few Canadian economic historians, Dr. Adam Short, whose align- 

ment "with the price economists raises more problems than it 

 solve^,^ indicated he was preparing to establish his histor- 

ical approach to the economic interpretstion of Canadian 

development.14 Alarmed by the obsession in the 1930's for 

national statistics, he warned that "already mathematics and 

quantitative studies have gone far in contributing to the 

mechanization of economics ."15 Humanity, the only reason for 

price studies, was being squeezed out of economics by massive 

statistical techniques which were both inflexible and blinding. 

One of his most strident protests appeared in his 

department's Commerce Journal of 1938. After pointing out that 

he had been asked to write something practical to interest 

businessmen, Innis said that this request was the result of the 

young economistsf inability "to go beyond the minutiae of the 

mathematical foundations. "16 He lamented that he lived in "the 

period since statistics began to leave its impression on 



economics and reached  t h a t  s t a g e ,  f a t a l  t o  economics when 

it came of I n  c r i t i c i s i n g  h i s  work because  "it l e d  

him t o  develop a t h e o r y  o f  va lues  o u t s i d e  t h e  concepts  o f  p r i c e  

economics, b u t  it d i d  n o t  l e a d  him t o  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  p r i c e  

economics i t s e l f , I t  Rober t  F. N e i l 1  i g n o r e s  t h e  t h r u s t  o f  

I n n i s '  argument t h a t  p r i c e  s t u d i e s  de t ach  economics from t h e  

examinat ion of  human problems. Repea ted ly ,  I n n i s  emphasized 

t h a t  " the  l e i s u r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  i n t e n s i v e  and s u s t a i n e d  thought  

has  been l o s t  t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  e r u d i t i o n  a t  t h e  expense 

o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  broad p h i l o s o p h i c a l  approach.  ~ 1 9  

I n n i s  f e a r e d  t h a t  by u s i n g  q u a n t i t a t i v e  p rocedures ,  

economists  were t r apped  i n t o  answering t h e  r i d d l e s  o f  t h e  p r i c e  
> ,  

system. Noting t h a t  t h e  " l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r i c e  system a r e  

seen i n  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  c o r r u p t i o n  a t  t o p  l e v e l s , "  he  hoped 

t h a t  t h e  i n f e c t i o n  would n o t  change academic l i f e  by i n s i d i o u s l y  

channel ing inqui ry .20  P r i c e  economics i gno red  t h e  obvious ly  

impor tan t  q u e s t i o n  o f  " the  economics o f  f a i l u r e  and conserva- 

 tion on." Because " t h e  cha rac t e r . . . o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s -  

I t i c s  i n  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and o f  t h e  changes e a 
[wh ich  accompany t e c h n o l o g i c a l  advance... t e n d s  t o  be n e g l e c t e d  - 
I i n  t h e  emphasis i n  p r i c e  s t a t i s t i c s , "  i n  h i s  approach t o  d' > 
/ economics, I n n i s  combined economic, t e c h n o l o g i c a l ,  geographica  
t band i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f a c t o r s  through h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s .  21  

I n  The Fur  Trade i n  Canada and The Cod F i s h e r i e s ,  I n n i s  

avoided t h e  p i t f a l l 8  of p r i c e  system s t u d i e s  by adop t ing  a 

broad e v o l u t i o n a r - e r s p e c t i v e ,  
r--__2_____2___."--- 7- - The a n a l y t i c a l  model he 

used i n  t h e s e  volumes e x p l i c i t l y  r e j e c t e d  eco-n-ogic and h i s t o r -  - -. -- -.--- ^ ---- 



ical orthodoxy. By arguing that "fundamentally the civilization 
/------------ -- - 
of North America is the civilization of Europe and the interest of 

this volume is primarily in the effects of a vast new land area on 

European civilizatiou,~ Innis rejected the Turnerian frontier 

assumption that North America is primarily American, while he 

related European economic expansion to culture.22 Innis assumed 

that the transference of European culture to North America reflec- 

&..a &I,, I . . . .Cl . .^, ,^ Cln, n-+. ..-1 . .rrr.  -4' mm+vrAn,.7: fin,?. 
U G U  U A 1 G  LAlJ.AUGAAbG UJ. UI IG YGLUAAAGLA Y V R - L U G J  VJ. Ulb U I  WrVIIL)\rU. 

Noting in The Fur Trade of Canada (1927) that 'Ithe 

demand for furs is located primarily in centers of population 

which support a large leisure class," Innis had combined the 
/ 

'Veblenesque' conspicuous consumption with the role of the 

rnetr0~olis.~3 Because "the fur trade developed in close connec- 

tion with both green and dry fishing, as prosecuted by vessels 

from the Channel ports, and in response to the metropolitan de- 

mands of Paris," the initial economic penetration of North 

America rested upon the power of the commercial values of metro- 

politan ~rance.~4 Although Innis? contribution did not go un- 

noticed, even C.H. Fay, who had known Innis during his stay in 

Toronto in the early twenties, missed Innis? humanist assump- 

tion. While Fay noted that "the philosophy of the school is 

as distinctive as the method," he believed Innis' philosophy 

to be ~objectiven and lrmaterialistic~ and completely overlooked 

Innis' basic assumption that commodities (i .e. materialism) 

were exported to Europe because of lTmetropolitanw social demands. 25 

r Over a period of nearly two decades, Innis' generalized 



% I  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  p r i c e  economics t o  i n c l u d e  a l l  of  t h e  s o c i a l  

/ sc i ences .  These c r i t i c i s m s  were l e v e l l e d  a t  t h e  a t tempt  t o  

/ m a i n t a i n  s c i e n t i f i c  o b j e c t i v i t y  through t h e  use  o f  methods 

'emported from t h e  n a t u r a l  s c i ences .  H i s  p o s i t i o n  coincided 

wi th  t h e  academic c r i t i c i s m  l e v e l l e d  a t  p o s i t i v i s t i c  h i s t o r i -  

ography. P a r a l l e l i n g  t h e  conc lus ions  reached by Carl Becker 

( Wvery  Man h i s  Own His tor ian l t  ) , and Char les  Beard ( 9 J r i t t e n  

 history as an Act o f  F a i t h t 1 ) ,  I n n i s  s t r e s s e d  t h a t  i n  f a c t  t h e  

) s c i e n t i f i c  b i a s  of  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  made t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  t e n t a -  
I 

Lt ive  and e t h n o c e n t r i c .  2b Trac ing  I n n i s f  a t t i t u d e  towards t h e  

claim of  o b j e c t i v i t y  by t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  method, we see  a  s h i f t  

from an ambivalent  a t t i t u d e  t o  complete skep t ic i sm.  I n  h i s  

f irst  monograph, A H i s t o r y  of  t h e  Canadian P a c i f i c  ha i lway  

(1923) ,  I n n i s  a f f e c t e d  a noncommittal a t t i t u d e ,  "In  t h i s  

s tudy , "  he wrote ,  "an a t tempt  has  been made t o  t r a c e  t h e  his- 

t o r y  of t h e  Canadian P a c i f i c  liailway from an evo lu t iona ry  and 

s c i e n t i f i c  p o i n t  of view;" however, he s i g n i f i c a n t l y  added t h a t  

"No claim i s  made as t o  t h e  m e r i t s  o r  demer i t s  o f  t h i s  method 

approach. tt27 I n n i s  regarded  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  method as. simply 

a  l 'point o f  view," and n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  t r u t h .  H i s  sc ru-  

t i n y  o f  t h e  cont inuous c la ims of  t ru . th  by academic s t u d i e s  i n  

t h e  1930 's  l e d  him t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between t h e  n a t u r a l  and 
6'7 

s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s ;  " the  Na tu ra l  s c i e n t i s t ,  o f  course ,  cannot be 1 
c r i t i c i z e d  as he has n o t  had a t r a i n i n g  in t ended  t o  make him 

aware of t h e  f a l l a c i e s  of h i s  s t a t e m o n t ~ , ~ ~  b u t  by i m p l i c a t i o n ,  

t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  ought t o  be aware o f  h i s  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  Th 

a t tempt  t o  be o b j e c t i v e  o r  s c i e n t i f i c  assumes a viewpoint  and 



t h i s  d e f e a t s  i t s  purpose;  s c i e n c e  i s  a s e l e c t i v e  methodology 

which c o n c e n t r a t e s  on a l o g i c a l  g e s t a l t ,  b u t  does n o t  do away k 
wi th  a viewpoint .  According t o  I n n i s ,  s i n c e  a l t s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  

cannot be ' s c i e n t i f i c T  o r  T o b j e c t i v e f  because of  t h e  con t r ad i c -  

t i o n  i n  t e rms ,  b u t  he can l e a r n  of h i s  numerous  limitation^,^^ he 

reasoned t h a t  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  imposed by t h e  c u l t u r a l  meaning of  

concepts  made t h e  f i n d i n g s  of  the  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  r e l a t i v e .  

Keeping i n  mind t hs  1Liiiliations of  the  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s ,  

I n n i s  thought  t h a t  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  i f  n e c e s s a r i l y  modest, s tudy  

of human s o c i a l  l i f e  was s t i l l  p o s s i b l e  because " the  never  
\J 

ending s h e l l  of  li-fs suggested i n  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  c h a r a c t e r  of 

b i a s  f i e c u r r e n t  pe r sona l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  t r a i t  fl provided poss- 

i b i l i t i e s  of  i n t e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  l i f e  and i t s  

probable  d i r e c t i o n .  ll29 Though he recognized ,  i n  h i s  p r e f a c e  t o  

The Cod F i s h e r i e s  (1940), t h a t  " these  documents a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  

i n s t r m e n t s  of o f fence  and defence and t h e i r  l i m i t a t i o n s  a r e  

i n e v i t a b l e , "  y e t  he be l i eved  t h a t  t h e s e  sou rces  i n d i c a t e d  a 

human p a t t e r n ,  However, he approached t h e s e  documents wi th  cau- 

t i o n  s i n c e  "it would be dangerous t o  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  number of  

documents e x t a n t  i s  an index  of  t h e  importance of t h e  f i s h e r y  

b u t  such an index  would p o i n t  t o  t h e  developrpent o f  an impor tan t  
'3 

French f i ~ h e r ~ . " 3 ~  His methodological  ques t ion  d i d  no t  p revent  

I n n i s  from drawing conc lus ions ;  r a t h e r ,  t h e y  q u a l i f i e d  t h e  

u n i v e r s a l i t y  and f i n a l i t y  of  h i s  f i n d i n g s .  

I n n i s t ,  a g n o s t i c  view o f  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  stemmed i n  

l a r g e  measure from h i s  awareness o f  t h e  problem o f  e thnocen t r i c -  

i s m .  He hoped academics would be honest  t o  themselves  and t h e  



public by indicating "their limitations in their cultural 

settingov31 The use of western research methods distorted the 

values of other cultures since 'lwe are apt to see nothing in 

other cultures but virtues of our own.* Appreciation of the 

dangers of ekhnocentricism led Innis to the extreme cpandFy 

that "we all must be aware of the extraordinary, perhaps in- 

superable difficulty of assessing the quality of a culture of 

which x e  s r e  a par t  o r  ~f assessing t h e  quality of a culture 

of which we are not a part. 1f32 Because our methods of research 

warped our profile of other cultures, he questioned the univers- 

ality of thq findings of the social sciences. 

After the Second World War, Innis concluded that research 

in western civilization suffered from ethnocentricism because the 

western mgthod of communicating imposed on other cultures scienti- 

fic values; whereas, the methods of communicating in other cultures 

carried different values, The first task of a social scientist 

was Itto break through the chains of modern civilization which 

have been created by niodern ~ c i e n c e ~ ~ ~ 3 3  The bonds of the J 
scientific slant of modern communication could be broken by 

analyzing societies not dominated by mass communication. Since 

archeology sensitizes researchers to pre-modern methods of com- 

municating symbols, it "has profound implications for the 

social sciences in that it compels a skepticism towards an.: 

obsession with literacyOT1 He assumed that "the economic histor- 

ian must be certainly aware of the limitations of the archives 
/ 

and libraryOv34 Although academic cormunication, was dependent 

upon the written word, scholars must be careful not to impose 



t h e  b i a s  o f  t h i s  method of  communication on o t h e r  c u l t u r e s ;  

t h e  documentary m a t e r i a l  must be t r e a t e d  c a u t i o u s l y  "as 

i n s t rumen t s  of o f f ence  and defencen  s i n c e  t h e i r  l i m i t a t i o n s  

a r e  i nev i t ab l e .35  I n n i s 1  s o l u t i o n  t o  h i s  f i n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  t h a t  
; P  :su dtj.+ ~ J L .  

weste rn  communications perpe tua ted  a c o r r u p t i n g  b i a s  ,A w a s  t o  

s tudy  s o c i e t i e s  i n f l u e n c e d  by d i f f e r e n t  methods of  communica- 

t i o n ,  
-. 
'rnroughout h i s  c a r e e r ,  I n n i s  t r a v e l l e d  t o  t h e  a r e a s  he 

s t u d i e d ,  a t  f i r s t  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  b i a s  o f  exc lus ive  r e l i a n c e  on 

d o c u m h t s ,  and l a t e r  t o  avoid t h e  e thnocen t r i c i sm c a r r i e d  

by communication. Although he t r a v e l l e d  t o  avoid t h e  l i m i -  

t a t i o n s  o f  academic r e s e a r c h ,  h i s  e a r l y  t r a v e l  n o t e s  sug- 

g e s t  t h a t  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  concept ions  imposed a viewpoint  on 

what he obsbrved; consequent ly ,  it was n o t  u n t i l  l a t e r  i n  h i s  

c a r e e r  t h a t  he used t r a v e l  t o  circumvent t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  view- 

p o i n t  of  western  communication. I n  h i s  f i e l d  n o t e s  of 1929, 

%he i n f l u e n c e  of  h i s  i d e a s  was evident  i n  I n n i s '  obse rva t ion  

t h a t  "a mine i s  an economic exp los ive ,  deve lop ing  i n  i t s  t r a i n ,  

lumbering, a g r i c u l t u r e ,  hun t ing ,  i n d u s t r y ,  t r a n s p o r t  f a c i l i t i e s  

i n  a remarkably s h o r t  pef iod  o f  t i r n e . ~ 3 ~  Near ly  a decade l a t e r ,  

i n  Se t t l emen t  and t h e  Mining F r o n t i e r  (1936) ,  he e l abo ra t ed  

t h i s  s u c c i n c t  conclusion.  Gradua l ly  he became more s e n s i t i v e  

t o  t h e  myopic e f f e c t  h i s  own t h e o r i e s  had upon him. Af t e r  

developing h i s  Lauren t ian  t h e s i s ,  i n  which he argued t h a t  t he  

S t .  Lawrence d ra inage  a r e a  formed an eas t -west  geographica l  

ax i s ,  I n n i s  s t u d i e d  t h e  cod f i s h e r i e s  of t h e  Marit ime r eg ion  

and he hoped t h a t  Ifhe overcame it F i s  Lauren t ian  b i a d  d u r i n g  



the past decade by visiting a substantial portion of regions 

directed to the industry."37 His early travels had created 

a counter-bias to documentary research, but it was not until 

Innis embarked upon a comparative analysis of communication 

that he f e l C  he had solved the problem of ethnocentricism 

because this interest involved the study of other cultures. 

'When applying in 1948 to the Rockefeller Foundation for a 

I am becoming very enthusiastic about devel- 
opments in the work in communication and in parti- 
cular on the whole place of the oral tradition, 
I have come to feel that we have completely 
overlooked its enormous significance, and 1 
would like for that reason to get a clear pic- 
ture of such countries as I dia where it is 
still extremely important, 3 8 

Innis concluded that the only way to avoid the cultural bias 

of the western world w45 to study cultures not dependent upon 

modern communication, That is, Innis believed it was Fmpossi- 

ble to counter the scientific bias of western culture unless 

one studied a culture not yet dominated by western values, 

Although he undoubtedly valued his own methodological 

arguments, his pqsition was even more basically derived from 

'$-his humanistic revulsion at the implications of the objective 

lpoint of view. He argued that "a continued effort to find th 

answer must be accompanied by a realization that there is no 

answer.,,that the social sciences in a democratic society are \ 
concerned with biological and human phenomena. t f39 Since human> 

ity was the raison d'etre of the social sciences, there was 



no f i n a l  s o l u t i o n ,  such as t h a t  suggested by t h e  masterpiece o f  

carnage, of t h e  n a t u r a l  sciences:  

The average reader  had been impressed by 
the  miraculous,  and t h e  high p r i e s t s  of 
sc ience ,  o r  perhaps it would be f a i r  t o  s a y  
t h e  pseudo-priests  of s icence ,  have been 
extremely e f f e c t i v e  i n  developing a l l  s o r t s  
of f a n t a s t i c  t h i n g s ,  with gre@ emphasis 
of course i n  t h e  atomic bomb. 

He l a c o n i c a l l y  remarked t h a t  he had "been r a t h e r  d is turded  a t  

t h e  t r end  I n  t h e  s c c i d  se lenccs  aid i n  t u r n  by what appeared 

t o  be a widening gu l f  between t h e  s o c i a l  sc i ences  and human- 

i t i e s  ." 41 Since t h e  admin i s t r a t ive  use of t h e  s o c i a l  sc ience  

l e d  t o  "pushing people around," I n n i s  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a -  
I 

d i t i o n a l  task of t h e  humanities was t o  p r o t e c t  and c u l t i v a t e  

t h e  ind iv idua l .  42 Because d i s r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  produc- 

ed d is regard  f o r  h i s  c u l t u r e ,  I n n i s  concluded t h a t  ?*we must 

somehow escape from t h e  atmosphere t h a t  assumes you can l e a r n  

a foreign language i n  s i x  weeks o r  understand an abor ig ina l  

c u l t u r e  i n  s i x  m0nths."~3 The impact of  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  method 

threa tened t o  des t roy  not  only our own c u l t u r e  but a l s o  our  

apprec ia t ion  of o t h e r  c u l t u r e s .  

Jt i s  evident  t h a t  h i s  c r i t i c i s h  of s c i e n t i f i c  know- 

ledge and h i s  r e j e c t i o n  of  t h e  use of t h e  methodology of t h e  

n a t u r a l  sc i ences  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  sc iences  i s  an index of h i s  

estrangement f rom t h e  t r ends  he perceived i n  western c i v i l i z a t i o n .  

A s  an economic humanis t , . Innis  r e l a t e d  economic pene t ra t ion ,  n o t  

x r  t o  t h e  cos t  e f f i c i e n c y  common i n  p r i c e  s t u d i e s ,  but  t o  i t s  

e f f e c t  on c u l t u r e  and charac ter .  I n  h i s  c r i t i c i s m  of  p r i c e  J' 
s t u d i e s ,  he d i d  no t  a s c r i b e  t o  even t h e  q u a l i f i e d  use of t h e  



quantitative method that many thinkers accepted, but rather he 
> 

thought the method should be rejected as incompatible with the 

' fundamental human condition. Thus Innis' iconoclasm was a a_. 
more radical and total castigation of western culture than the 

position of those of his contemporaries who ultimately still 

had faith in the accumulation of knowledge. 

In his view, the scientific viewpoint permeated society 

including academic contributions. Innis suggested that to avoid 

the ethnocentricism arising from the bias of communication, the 

social sicentist ought to research cultures dominated by other 

forms of communication. Clearly the driving edge of his final 

criticisms arose from his research into the effects of commun- 

ication, but the impetus remained his desire to establish 

humanist underpinnings for academic research. 
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THE BIAS OF M E D I A  

Harold I n n i s r  major t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  was h i s  

t h e o r y  of  h i s t o r i c a l  change. From two p r i n c i p f e  s o u r c e s ,  he  

developed t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  change r e s u l t e d  from t h e  i n f l u e n c e  v' 
of d i f f e r e n t  media. He conceived of  media as t h e  subs t ance ,  

whether  s t o n e  o r  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  t h a t  c a r r i e d  t h e  symbols o f  com- 
1 

* h ~ c i c ~ t i o z .  The ilrodern use  o f  paper  w a s  t h e  key t o  h i s  i n s i g h ;  
I- 
I n n i s t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p r e s s  i n t e g r a t e d  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t e ch -  

/nology,  an  i n t e r e s t  d e r i v e d  from Karl Marx and T h o r s t e i n  U e b l q ,  
i 

( w i t h  t h e  s t a p l e  t h e s i s  he e l a b o r a t e d  from C.S. Duncan's com- 
i 
f modity theory .  
G 

Although he  claimed t h a t  he  " t r i e d  t o  u se  t h e  Marxian 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  t o  i n t e r p r e t  Narxn,  h i s  o b j e c t i v e  was n o t  t o  

examine t h e  Marx is t  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  n o r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  

wea l th ,  b u t  t o  use  t h e  Marxian emphasis on t h e  means of  productQon 

t o  examine t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  technology on s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  

l n n i s  r eve r sed  t h e  Mar i ian  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  a c l a s s  dominated so- 

c i e t y  by c o n t r o l l i n g  technology t o  t h e  sugges t i&  t h a t  t echnol -  

ogy determined s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The impor tan t  r o l e  of t h e  

means of product ion o r  technology d i d  n o t  o r i g i n a t e  w i t h  Marx, 

b u t  r a t h e r  w i t h  t h e  French ' p r o g r e s s i v e s 1 ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  

S a i n t  Simonians and August Comte. I n n i s  d i f f e r e d  from both 

Marx and n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  s c i e n t i s m  i n  two ways: he  was v e r y  

c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  impact  of t echnology  on cuEEural va lues  and 

f e l t  t h a t  l l t he re  has  been no sys teo ia t i c  pushing o f  t h e  Marxian 

conc lus ion  txb' i t s  u l t i m a t e  l i m i t , "  namely t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  



s o c i a l  e f f e c t s  of app l i ed  s c i e n c e ;  secondly he d i d  n o t  suppor t  

t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  meth0d.l 

From Thore t e in  Veblen, I n n i s  i n h e r i t e d  t h e  supposedly 

i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  problem o f  t h e  s p l i t  between technology and the 

va lues  o f  t h e  p r i c e  system. By assuming t h a t  t h e  same va lues  

determined the use  o f  s c i e n c e  as t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of t h e  p r i c e  

system, I n n i s  r e so lved  t h i s  dichotomy. Veblen 's  suppor t  of 

a p p l i e d  $echn~Logy had l e f i  unanswered t h e  c u l t u r a l  problem 

he posed: "what can be done t o  save  c i v i l i z e d  man kind from 

t h e  v u l g a r i z a t i o n  and d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  wrought by t h e  machine 

induatry?l l*  Although I n n i s  agreed  wi th  Veblen t h a t  " the  

pecunia ry  approach LT.e. t h e  p r i c e  s y s t e d ,  when a l l  pervas ive  
4 

t e n d s  t o  obscure t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of technology and workman- 

s h i p , "  I n n i s  a l s o  thought  t h a t  Veblen ls  t r ea tmen t  of t echnol -  

ogy would have b e n e f i t e d  from a more balanced Lpproach t o  
3 

economic his tory. '  "The c o n f l i c t  between technology and t h e  
/' 

p r i c e  system desc r ibed  by Veblen i n  The Engineer  and t h e  P r i c e  

System, i n  which r e s t r i c t i o n s  on technology have been of prim- 

a r y  concern can be r e so lved  more e a s i l y  wi th  a broader  perspec- 

t i ve . "& The framework I n n i s  proposed as a s o l u t i o n  was "an 

a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  economic r o l e  o f  t h e  n e ~ s ~ a p e r . ~ ~ 5  S ince  

pecuniqry d e s i r e s  were s a t i s f i e d  by i n c r e a s e d  produc t ion  

f lowing from t e c h n i c a l  i nnova t ions  and by t h e  growth i n  con- 

sumerism r e s u l t i n g  from wider  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  i n  I n n i s '  mind 
,k pi wp% 

t h e r e  was no di&otomy between t h e  p r i c e  system and technology.  

This  problem e x i s t e d  on ly  i n  t h e  minds o f  men who be l i eved  

t h a t  technology was no t  an exp res s ion  o f  s o c i a l  va lues .  
I /  



From h i s  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  s o c i a l  changes caused by new 

t e c h n i c a l  advances i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  I n n i s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  

q u a l i t i e s  o f  s t a p l e s  and new f u e l s  encouraged o r  l i m i t e d  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  technology,  Throughout h i s  c a r e e r ,  I n n i s  s t r e s -  

sed  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  c o s t s  of  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  "had t h e  
4 

e f f ec t . . . o f  g i v i n g  changes o f  t echnique  a p o s i t i o n  o f  s t n a t e -  

g i c  importance i n  economic ac t iv i ty1 ! ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  p r o f i t  

as$i.*~e accelei-aied t e c n n i c a i  i nnova t ions  t h a t  would reduce 

t r a n s p a r t a t i o n  c o s t s b 6  I n  h i s  f irst  monograph, A H i s to ry  o f  t h e  

Canadian P a c i g i c  kai lway,  he no ted  t h e  o b ~ i o u s  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

"a rea  n o r t h  of Lake Supe r io r  had ceased t o  be a b a r r i e r  t o  

co rnm~nica t ion ,~?  b u t  h i s  s t u d y  d i d  a rouse  h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  r e -  

s ea rch ing  t h e  lldevelopment o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f a c i l i t i e s  i n c i -  

d e n t a l  t o  expansion o f  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  and t h e  go ld  r u s h O w 7  

I n n i s  found t h a t  changes i n  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  

o f t e n  r e s u l t e d  from the new means o f  t r a n s p o r t  provided by 
/ 

technology,  With La VerendryeTs  e x p l o r a t i o n ,  !'the i m i t s  of t h e  P 
f u r  t r ade . , , unde r  p r e v a i l i n g  technique  had been p r a c t i c a l l y  

reached,"  bu t  t h e  succes so r  of  t h e  French o r g a n i z a t i o n  pro- 

spered  by r e p l a c i n g  t h e  canoe wi th  " l a r g e r  u n i t s  o p t r a n s p o r -  

t a t i o n  i n  t h e  Great  Lakes," When t h e  technology of  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  pene t r a t ed  North America, " the  evo lu t ion  

i n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  goods a t  F o r t  Car ry  which began wi th  t h e  

s teamboats  had an immediate e f f e c t f r  on t h e  ifdLtis who were no 

longe r  needed t o  man t h e  Pork boa t s  t o  t h e  Bay, nor  t o  h a u l  

t h e i r  Red Hiver  c a r t s  t o  st .- p a u l b B  The s o c i a l  upheavar evid- 

e n t  i n  t h e  Red Kiver Rebe l l i on  was t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e s e  changes 



i n  technology.  Another r e s u l t  o f  t h e  new f o s s i l  f u e l s  was 

t h e  i nc rea sed  m o b i l i t y  which l e d  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  

Hudson Bay Company's n o r t h e r n  monopoly. 

The concept4 t h a t  s o c i e t y  was a f f e c t e d  by t h e  medium 

technology e x p l o i t e d  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  became 

c l e a r e r  i n  h i s  s tudy , ,o f  mining. Technology had played a sma l l  

r o l e  i n  e x t r a c t i o n  of  p l a c e r  gold.  However, w i th  t h e  exhaus- 

t i o n  o f  t h e s e  f i n d s ,  aschanlaat ion dominated t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  

of  t h e  a r e a .  Thus, I n n i s  concluded,  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s t a p l e  d' 

l i m i t e d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t echnology ,  He observed t h a t  a l -  

though s o c i a l  and economic "changes i n  t h e  Yukon were conspicu- 

o u s l y  r e s u l t s  o f  changes i n  t e c h n ~ l o g y , ~ ~  y e t  t h e  r a p i d  applicat$.on 

of  technology steriimed from "a commodity r e l a t i v e l y  unaf-  

f e c t e d  by p r i c e  changes as a r e s u l t  of  t h e  h igh  p ropor t i on  of  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s ,  E h a g  provided f r e e  p l ay  f o r  improved 

techniques. '!  J u s t  as t h e f l o r t a b i l i t y  and va lue  o f  f u r s  f a c i l -  

i t a t e d  t h e  change from canoes t o  a r e o p l a n e s ,  t h e  pecunia ry  

and t e c h n i c a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  gold a f f e c t e d  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
\ 

by encouraging t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i nnova t ion .  9 

. H i s  s t udy  o f  t h e  p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  s t i rnu la tea  t h e  f i n a l  
8 ,  

development i n  h i s  i n t e r p r & t i o n ;  h i s  s h i f t  i n  emphasis from 

technology t o  media can be s een  i n  h i s  conc lus ion  t h a t  t h e  
L/ 

r ap id  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of  p r i n t i n g  r e s u l t e d  from t h e  adap t i ab i l i t y  

of $he western  a l p h a b e t  t o  me ta l l u rgy ,  Western p r i n t i n g  deve l -  

oped r a p i d l y  because  t h e  depe r sona l i zed  n a t u r e  o f  i t s  w r i t t e n  

symbols al lowed f o r  mass produc t ion  by r e u s a b l e  me ta l  type .  

\ I n n i s  argued t h a t  " the n a t u r e  o f  t h e  method o f  w r i t i n g  was a 



cause of  Chinese c o n ~ e r v a t i s m , ~ '  whi le  i n  c o n t r a s t  t h e  Western 

a lphabe t  by " i ts  uni formi ty  and l i m i t e d  numbers was s u i t a b l e  

t o  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e b t r  Chinese c a l l i g r a p h y  was n o t  s u i t a b l e  

t o  mass s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  and t e c h n i c a l  i nnova t ion  w a s  l i m i t e d  

t o  wooden b locks ;  whereas t h e  combination of t h e  a lphabe t  and 

meta l  t ype  were adaptab le  t o  a v a l i a b l e  t echniques .  I n n i s  no ted  

t h a t  a l though  i n  Germany "Gutenberg was a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  f i r s t  L/ 

u t e c h n o l o g i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  media of communicationn took  

p l a c e  i n  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tury  United S t a t e s .  To unea r th  t h e  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  media t h a t  combined moveable 

t ype  and newspr in t ,  I n n i s  t u r n e d  t o  h i s  s t a p l e  t h e o r y  w i t h  i t s  

emphasis on t h e  s o c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  t h e  n a t u r e  of  a commod- 

i t y ,  1 0  

The s t a p l e  t h e o r y  p r o v k b d  a unique i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  

s o c i a l  development o f  North America. Discover ing  t h a t  t h e  

Marxian emphasis on technology inadequa te ly  expla ined  t h e  s o c i a l  

e f f e c t s  of a p p l i e d  s c i e n c e ,  I n n i s  examined C .S. Duncan1 s commodity 

t h e s i s  and t ransformed t h i s  i n t o  a  t heo ry  o f  h i & o r i c a l  change. 

During h i s  g radua te  s t a y  a t  Chicago, I n n i s  ,had a t t ended  Duncan's 

, l e c t u r e s  on market ing which "emphasized t h e  i n t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p  between t h e  phys i ca l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a commodity and 

t h e  marketing s t r u d t u r e  c r e a t e d  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  itbwl1 In h i s  

t h e o r y  o f  s t a p l e  p roduc t ion ,  I n n i s  e l a b o r a t e d  t h e  importance - 
o f  a few commodities, such a s  f u r ,  cod, square  tirriber, wheat ,  

o r e  and newspr in t ,  t o  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of Canadian s o c i e t y ,  Al- 



though his stress on staples cannot be regarded as unique, 

Innisv position should be distinquished from the simple propo- 

sition of W.A. Mackintosh, who argued in 1923 that "the 

prime requisite of colonial prosperity is the colonial 

* r Innist claim to creativity stems from his trans- 

1 formation of the staple theory into a theory of historical [ 
1 I change which he attributed to the media of communication; an ( 

+media of communication. 13 

Innis realized that the centralist institutions fore- 

shadowed by fur and created by wheat, clashed with the less 

centralized institutions produced by other staple exports. 

Becquse these changes were best illustrated by the conflict 

betwee; transportation-communication institutions, his interest 

focused upon the staple most closely associated with cornmuhica- 

tion---newsprint. At first he treated newprint as an economic 

staple, and latefihe attributed centralist and decentralist quali- 

ties to the media of communication. Innis summarized his 

analysis of change in his observation that "the shift to new 
V 

staples invariably produced periods of crises in which adjust- 
/ 

ments in the old structure were painfully made... rr lb  after 

the mid l92Ots, wheat was no longer the leading staple export 

and consequently, the railways designed to transport wheat had 

difficulty readjusting. During the depression, Innis argued 

that "it is difficult to over estimate the importance of wheat 

to Canad&& industrial development and to Canada's present 



I 
problems1! o f  which t h e  p r i n c i p l e  one was t h e  c e n t r a l i s t  

? 

tendency 'of  ~on fede ra t i on . ' 5  - With p a r t i c u l a r  p l e a s u r e ,  I n n i s  

po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  L - I 

were " the  fo re runnersof  confederat ion." lu> But j u s t  a s  i n  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  " t he  t r a n s i t i o n  from lumber and wooden 

s a i l i n g  v e s s e l s  t o  wheat and i r o n  s teamships ,  and r a i l r o a d s  

i s  t h e  key t o  t h e  t r o u b l e d  economic development of  t h e  per iod  

cen tu ry ,  s o  Wonfede ra t i on  a s  an ins t rument  o f  s team power has  

been compelled t o  f a c e  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  h y d r o e l e c t r i c  power 

and petroleum. "17 I n n i s  concluded h i s  s t u d i e s  o f  s t a p l e s  

ho ld ing  t h e  assumption t h a t  t h e  c e n t r a l i s t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  

f u r  and wheat s t a p l e s  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  steam power had t o  read-  

j u s t  t o  t h e  new s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  c r e a t e d  by t w e n t i e t h  

c e n t u r y  means o f  communication. I n n i s  c o n t r a s t e d  t h i s  t o  t h e  

MaiAtirne exper ience  where " the  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  

appear  i n  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  decent-  

/ r a l i z a t i o n  involved i n  e x p l o i t i n g  wide ly  s e p a r a t e d  a r e a s .  11 18 

$rProm h i s  comparative a n a l y s i s ,  he deduced t h a t  s t a p l e s  and l a t e r  

/ media would c r e a t e  e i t h e r  c e n t r a l i z e d  o r  decen txa l i zed  i n s t i t u n  
\ tt ions .  

I n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  mining and pu lp  p roduc t ion ,  I n n i s  

d i scovered  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  s t a p l e s  a f f e c t e d  t h e  l i f e  span 

of  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  From h i s  comparison o f  t h e  l o n g e v i t y  o f  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  c r e a t e d  by d i f f e r e n t  o r e  bod ie s ,  I n n i s  thought  

i t h a t  " t he  u l t i m a t e  e f f e c t s  of mining a r e  dependent n o t  o n l y  on 



t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  me ta l s  b u t  a l s o  on t h e  s i z e  and c h a r a c t e r  

o f  t h o s e  bodies  and r a p i d i t y  o f  t h e i r  e x p l o i t a t i o n e t r  A f t e r  t h e  

exhaus t i on  o f  p l a c e r  mining,  mountains o f  e a r t h  had t o  be 

f l u s h e d  t o  c o l l e c t  t h e  remaining go ld  which produced If the 

t h i r d  s t a g e  of  development i n  t h e  region. . . the  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  

c a p i t a l  and machinery on a l a r g e r  scale . ' '  Also,  o f  marked 

c o n t r a s t  t o  p l a c e r  mining,  was t h e  development of base meta l  

d c p o s l t ~  i n  S o u t h e a s t e r n  B r i t i s h  Columbia i n  which management 

o r i e n t e d  b u s i n e s s  made l ldeterminea a t t emp t s . . . t o  e x p l o i t  mines 

s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  and t o  develop l a r g e  o r e  bodies  o f  r e l a t i v e l y  

low grade ore."  Whereas t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  of  p l a c e r  mines was 

v i o l e n t  and t r a n s i t o r y ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  base  meta l  communities 

i l l u s t r a t e d  cont inuous  n o t  spasmodic, s o c i a l  development. These 

s t u d i e s  r e v e a l e d  t o  I n n i s  t h e  s o c i a l  importance of  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  

a media which produced i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  l o n g e r  dura t ionO19 

Through h i s  s t udy  of t h e  s t a p l e  newspr in t ,  I n n i s  form- 

a l i z e d  h i s  t heo ry  of t h  b i a s  o f  media, a rgu ing  t h a t  t h e  d a i l y  /" C ' d  '22- 

use  o f  newspr in t  by t h e  modern p r e s s  d i s t o r t e d  - t ime.  Assuming 

t h e  newspaper had been "a p ionee r  i n  t h e  development o f  speed 

i n  communication and t r a n s n o r t a t i ~ n , ~ ~  I n n i s  summarized t h e  

s o c i a l  e f f e c t s  o f  newspr in t  i n  a sweeping manner; he a t t r i b u t e d  

t h e :  

widening of  marke t s ,  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  
compe t i t i on ,  lower ing  o f  c o s t s  of p roduc t ion ,  
t h e  sp read  o f  t h e  p r i c e  sys tem,  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  
o f  a s e n s i t i v e  monetary s t r u c t u r e ,  and t h e  
development o f  e q u i l i b r i u m  e c  ~ 8 0 m i c s  ... t o  t h e  
development o f  t h e  newspaper. 

S o c i e t y  was g r e a t l y  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  p r e s s 1  " i n s i s t e n c e  on t ime 



a s  a uniform and q u a n t i t a t i v e  continum f i h i c u  has  obscured 

q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e s  hnd i t s  d i spa r a t e  and d i s c o n t i u o u s  

c h a r a c t e r , "  a cond i t i on  I n n i s  found d i scomfor t ing .  21 Although 

he r u e f u l l y  observed t h a t  t h e  "impact o f  tcchrlology on com- 

munication i s  tempered on ly  by commercialism i t s e l f , "  he  

had t o  conclude t h a t  " i nven t ions  i n  commercialism have des-  

t royed  a sense  o f  time."22 The a d a p t a b i l i t y  o f  pu lp  t o  r a p i d  

teeh~cloglcal i nnova t ion  c r e a t e d  an ex t remely  impermanent 

media, newspr in t ,  t h a t  by i t s  ' d a i l y t  rep lacement ,  gave s o c i e t y  

l i t t l e  s e n s e  o f  d u r a t i o n .  S i n c e  paper  e x i s t e d  l o n g  be fo re  pu lp  

p roduc t ion ,  an e v o l u t i o n a r y  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  media was neces-  

s a r y ;  consequent ly ,  I n n i s  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  impact  o f  

paper  t o  de te rmine  t h e  media 's  impor tan t  q u a l i t i e s ;  however, 

what emerged was a h i s t o r y  o f  wes te rn  media, n o t  j u s t  o f  paper.  

Because I n n i s  emphasized t h a t  I t the  concep ts  of  t ime  a n d 7  

space r e f l e c t  the s i g n i f i c a n c e  0 6 m e d i a  t o  c i v i l i ~ a t i o n ' ~  
+"oc. 

h i s  views o f  t ime  and space *r%cede c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

premises and i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  change. 

I n  h i s  view, t h e  b i a s  o f  media towards time o r  space  r e f l e c t e d  

s o c i e t y ' s  c u l t u r a l  worth,  The c r u c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  media 

t o  I n n i s  was no t ed  by J.W. ~ a r e T w h o  wrote  t h a t  " i n  c u l t u r a l  

t e rms ,  t ime meant t h e  sa.cred,  t h e  =oral ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l ;  space  

t h e  p r e s e n t  and t h e  f u t u r e ,  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  and t h e  s e c u l a r ,  t, 24 

Although I n n i s  on ly  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e s e  concep ts  

l a t e  i n  h i s  c a r e e r ,  y e t  he had n o t  ignored  t h e i r  importance,  

because h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  method i n e v i t a b l y  e n t a i l e d  a l o n g  t ime 
-? c n d u e d ~ 5  %\r 

a n t ~ 4 5 ~  3'' 



epan and a vast extent of space. His first major publication 

only covered about half a century and most of Canada, but the 

Fur Trade and the Cod Fisherieg encompassed over three hundred 

years each and a vast extent of land or sea. His last mono- 

graph, Empire and Communications, stretched from ancient Babylon 

to modern North America. 

In Innisf view, the cornn~unication network, limited by 
3 8 "  - 

t h e  rnc tac ts  of the ecv r~xn ic  system, determined the conception'OJLu 

of space for the individual and society. Noting that "Adam 

Smith analyzed the extent of the market as determined by tran- 

sportation," Innis contributed the idea of space as determined 

by transportation, 25  When writing about the fisheries, Innis 

knew his sense of space would prove a difficulty because "the 

psychological barrier incidental to sustained interest in the 

St. Lawrence posed a handicap to an interest in the fishing 
4 

industry and its region. l t E b  LGeography which had been the prim- 

ary process affecting space, was modified by technological 

changes that revolutionized transport; thus the contacts of 

,the economics system, whether limited by geography or technol- L/' 
ogy, determined the sense of space. However, the economic system 

is only a series of institutions and whether these institutions 

are created by staples for extraction or the media of technology 

for transportation, they are essential communications networks; 

thus the principle relationship is that between space and the 

media of communication, From this, it follows that spaae is 

relative since it is affected by the various media of communica-, 
i-\"A 

tion, what Marshall McLuhan called the lfglobal village1f of the 



e l e c t r i c a l  age. 

I n  h i s  view, t h e  media of  communication determined t h e  

va lue  and n a t u r e  of t ime i n  each c i v i l i z a t i o n .  Time r ece ived  

more a t t e n t i o n  than  space i n  h i s  thought  because I n n i s  f e l t  t h e  

q u a l i t i e s  o f  t ime were being ignored  by t h e  demand o f  western  

technology t h a t  t ime be measured, o rdered ,  i n s t a n t ,  i s o l a t e d ,  

and c o n t r o l l e d  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y ,  He emphasized h i s  h o r r o r  by 

firm uvlrbrUUL~lg -1 ..a .t - - ~ i i e  a r t i c i e  wi tn  t h e  t i t l e  from Aldous HuxleyTs book 

Time must have a  s t o p ,  and by naming ano the r  add res s ,  "A P l e a  

f o r  Time?" The western  world needed t o  escape from i t s  ob- 

s e s s i o n  wi th  t h e  i n s t a n t  and by " f r e e z i n g  o u r s e l v e s  from t ime 

(moment) and a t t e m p t i n g  a balance between t he  demands of t ime v ,  
+."" 

and space we can develop cond i t i ons  f avourab le  t o  an i n t e r e s t  t 

i n  c u l t u r a l  

The 

be l i eved  i n  

s o c i e t y  had 

a c t i v i t y .  d 7  

meaning o f  t ime p re sen ted  problems t o  t h o s e  who 

o b j e c t i v i t y  because t h e  use  of  t ime i n  i n d u s t r i a l  

no p a r a l l e l  i n  t h e  p a s t .  S i n c e  lfEconomic h i s t o r i a n s  

and indeed a l l  h i s t o r i a n s  assume a t ime f a c t o r  and t h e i r  assump- 

t i o n s  r e f l e c t  t h e  a t t iGude  towards t ime of  t h e  per iod  i n  which 
L-+' 

t h e y  w r i t e , "  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  must t r y  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  n a t u r e  and 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  t ime t o  prev ious  s o c i e t i e s . 2 8  &Arguing t h a t  t ime 

"cannot be regarded a s  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  b u t  as a s e r i e s  of  

curves  depending i n  p a r t  on t e c h n o l o g i c a l  advances," 29 1nni.s 

concluded t h a t  modern technology had i n t e n s i f i e d  t ime  t o  an 
/;, '+p: ~*~ 

e x t e n t  unprecedented i n  t h e  p a s t .  

I n n i s  r e g r e t e d  t h e  accep tance  of t h e  Western l i n e a r  

concept ion of t ime  by modern s t u d e n t s ,  f o r  t h i s  was a r a t h e r  



"procrustean device1' to apply' in the appraisal of civilization. 

"The Western concept of time with its linear character rein- 

forced by the use of the decimal system, has capacity,for 
r /  

infinite extension to the past and the future and a limited 

capacity for adaption." 30 In the west, time was an inflexible 

succession of logically following instants that had difficulty 

, integrating social elements not involved in routine and 

n- - - t .echnkcsl sffalrs. uacduse the media of commercial technology 

dominated time, time's importance lay in what was accomplished 

in each instance; time itself had no intrinsic merit, Innis 

suggested that time was discontinuous; 

Social time, for example, has been described 
as qualitatively differentiated according to t'. 

the beliefs and customs common to a group and 
not as continuou by subject to interruptions 
of actual dates. 31 

contrast to the Western linear conception, Innis c i t e d  t h e  

Ohinese view of cyclical historical time, and in another article, 

he' viewed the "Chinese concept of time.. .as plural and charac- 

terized by a succession of times," which made it very adaptable 

to the collective experience of social life.32 Through his cornp- 

arison, Innis illustrated that the quantitative conception 
.'7 

that integrqted people into the social experience. a 

Innis prefaced his theory of historical change with two 

significant qualifications. He acknowledged thatJftit would be " 

presumptuous to suggest that the written or the printed word 

has determined the course of civili~ation,~ Koraover, as "the 

twentieth century has been notable in the concern with studies 

of civilizations which have reflected an intense interest in 



t h e  p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  o f  ou r  own c i ~ i l i z a t i o n , ' ~  I n n i s  s t r e s s e d  

h i s  own present-mindedness and t h e  i n t i m a t e  r e l a t i o n  of h i s  

t h e o r y  t o  t h e  problems he perce ived  i n  contemporary wes te rn  

His model o f  h i s t o r i c a l  change con ta ined  f o u r  .., - .Q5+w~'u' \ impor tan t  e lements  which were connected by t h e  i n t r i n s i c  n a t u r e  
-+ 

media. The f i r s t  p r i n c i p l e  o f  h i s  t h e o r y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  b i a s  
%%- - - 

of the ~ e d i a :  
- 

Media which emphasizes t ime are  t h o s e  
which a r e  du rab l e  i n  c h a r a c t e r  such a s  
parchment, c l a y  and s tone .  The heavy 
m a t e r i a l s  a r e  s u i t e d  t o  t h e  developrrient of  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  and s c u l p t u r e .  Media which 
emphasize space  a r e  a p t  t o  be l e s s  d u r a b l e  
and l i g h t  i n  c h a r a c t e r  such a s  papyrus 
and paper.  The l a t t e r  a r e  s u i t e d  t o  wide 
a r e a s  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and t r a d e .  

Thus, c e r t a i n  media have s p e c i f i c  q u a l i t i e s  which emphasize 
/ 

time o r  space, The second element s t r e s s e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

o f  t h e s e  media i n  terms of  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n :  

'Ma te r i a l s  which emphasize t ime f a v o u r  
d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  and h i e r a r c h i c a l  t ypes  of 
i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  wh i l e  t h o s e  which emphasize 
space f a v o u r  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  and systems o f  
government less h i e r a r c h i c a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r .  

i Media, as had s tap les ' ,  a f f e c t e d  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  The 

/ th%d element ,  t h e  one most obv ious ly  d i r e c t e d  towards mid- 

/ t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  North America, was t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  equa l ib -  

r ium i n  terms of  t ime  and space:  

Larqe-scale  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  such 
a s  empires must be cons idered  from t h e  
s t a n d p o i n t  o f  two dimensions ,  t h o s e  o f  
space  and t i m e ,  and p e r s i s t  by overcoming 
t h e  b ias  of media which over  emphasize 
e i t h e r  dimension. They have tended t o  
f l o u r i s h  under c o n d i t i o n s  i n  which c i v i -  



l i z a t i o n  r e f l e c t s  t h e ' i n f l u e n c e  of  more t h a n  L--- 
one medium and i n  which t h e  b ias  of  one toward !. 
d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  i s  o f f s e t  by t h e  b i a s  
a n o t h e r  medium towards c e n t r a l i z a t i o n .  3xf 

i The f o u r t h  p r o p o s i t i o n  i n  h i s  t n e o r y  i s  p a r t i a l l y  con ta ined  i n  
I 

I t h e  th5i-d p a r t .  I n n i s  argued t h a t  when a media c r e a t e d  

a  s p a t i a l  o r  t empora l  imbalance i n  s o c i e t y  t h e  media was 
I 
Ld i sp laced  by a  new media emphasizing the  o p p o s i t e  q u a l i t y ;  

however, he acknowledged t h a t  l1an e x t e n s i o n  of  c y c l i c a l  

t h e o r y  may seem t o  have been c a r r i e d  t o o  far .  n35 I n  Empire 

and Communications, I n n i s  used t h e s e  f o u r  p r o p o s i t i o n s  t o  ana l -  

yze t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of wes te rn  s o c i e t y ,  
kbf0LJ &u-W\9 

% r- I n n i s  used h i s  t h e o r y  t o  launch a s e a r i n g  c r i t i c i s m  

of t h e  s p a t i a l  b i a s  produced by modern media, which he c o n t r a s t -  \ I ed unfavourably  w i t h  t h e  ba lance  achieved by t h e  a n c i e n t  Greek 

[oral *.. . t r a d i t i o n .  A s  had many o t h e r  s c h o l a r s ,  I n n i s  argued t h a t  

" t h e  achievement o f  r i c h  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  i n  Greek c i v i l i z a t i o n  

became t h e  b a s i s  o f  Western c u l t u r e .  v36  The importance I n n i s  

p laced on t h e  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  i n  deve lop ing  c h a r a c t e r  i s  glimps- 

ed i n  h i s  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  t l s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  conve r sa t i on  a s  near -  
m 

ness  t o  r e a l i t y  shown i n  t h e  power o f  S o c r a t e s  and C h r i s t . . ,  

noii.thrr o f  whom a p p a r e n t l y  wrote, any th ing.1t37 The s t r e n g t h  

o f  t h e  Greek o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  was e v i d e n t  i n  t h e i r  e p i c s  which 

demanded a f l e x i b l e  a lphabe t  and p o e t r y  w r i t t e n  i n  hexameter,  

The - i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h e  community l i f e  produced by t h e  o r a l  t r a d -  

i t i o n  "drove 

i t s  emphasis 

t i o n s  o f  t h e  

a wedge between t h e  p o l i t i c a l  empire concept  w i t h  

on t ime  and reduced them t o  t h e  r a t i o n a l  poopor- 

c i ' ty - s ta te .  r1 The balanced s t r u c t u r e  s t r u c k  by 
I 



t h e  Greeks was n o t i c e a b l y  absen t  i n  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  pe r iods .  

The s o c i a l  t u r m o i l  between t h e  Old and New Kingdom i n  Egypt ian  

c i v i l i z a t i o n  "co inc ides  w i th  a  s h i f t  i n  emphasis on s t o n e  as 
I"/' 

a medium o f  communication o r  a s  a b a s i s  of  p r e s t i g e ,  a s  shown 

i n  t h e  pyramids, t o  an emphasis on papyrus." The r a p i d  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  papyrus i n  e a s t e r n  t e r r i t o r i e s  allowed "an 

a lphabe t  t o  become t h e  baSis  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  th rough  

s f f i c i s i i t  c o n t r o i  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  space and o f  r e l i g i o u s  organ- 
38 i z a t i o n ,  through e f f i c i e n t  c o n t r o l  over  time.. ." [Inns 

be l i eved  t h a t  i n  Greece t h e  s p a t i a l  b i a s  o f  papyrus was counter-  

ed by t h e  medium; t h e  r e s u l t  was t h e i r  famous c u l t u r a l  f lowering.  

I n n i s  compared t h e  s o c i a l  e f f e c t s  i n  t h e  West of  t h e  

p recu r so r s  o f  paper ,  = l o n g e v i t y  o f  t h e  Byzant ine  Empire L"- 

v 
was based on t h e  ba lance  c r e a t e d  by t h e  temporal  b i a s  o f  parch- 

ment and t h e  s p a t i a l  b i a s  o f  papyrus. I n  e a s t e r n  Christendom, 

compromise between o rgan iza t ion  r e f l e c t i n g  the b i a s  o f  d i f -  

f e r e n t  media; t h a t  of  papyrus i n  t h e  development of  an i m p e r i a l  

bureaucracy i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a v a s t  a r e a  and t h a t  o f  parchment i n  

t h e  development of  an e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  h i e r a r c h y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

t ime ,"  produced a s t a b l e  E;mpire. lie compared E a s t  t o  Western 

Christendom, because i n  t h e  West "parchment was t h e  product  of 

a  widely  s c a t t e r e d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  economy s u i t e d  t o  t h e  demands 

of a d e c e n t r a l i z e d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and t o  land  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , ' '  

C 
and t h e r e f o r e  lacked  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  and d u r a t i o n  of  t h e  E a s t e r n  0 

- 

Empire, 39 The Mohammedan dominance o f  Sgypt  and t h e  Hedi te r ranean  

had c r e a t e d  a tempora l  b i a s  i n  Western Christendom by i s o l a t i n g  

Eunope ffom a r e l i a b l e  supply  o f  papyrus. The d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  



o f  t h e  Mohammedan Empire f a c i l i a t e d  t h e  f i l t r a t i o n  of Chinese 

paper  i n t o  t h e  West which caused widespread s o c i a l  t u rmo i l .  

I n n i s  argued t h a t  " t he  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  p r i n t i n g  marked t h e  

beg in ing  of t h e  l ong  s t n u g g l e  between a c i v i l i z a t i o n  based . -  .- "- 

on w r i t i n g  and vellum, and a c i v i l i z a t i o n  based on paper and \ 
t h e  p r i n t i n g  press.1f40 The d rama t i c  s h i f t  from t h e  parchment 

hand c o p y i s t  t o  mechanical  r ep roduc t ion  on paper  produced t h e  

cax-nage of  t h e  T h i r t y  Years War. Fur thermore ,  n o t i n g  Itthe .--.-- 

commercial r e v o l u t i o n  beg inn ing  about  1225 was marked by t h e  

spread  i n  t h e  manufacture o f  paper  t o  Europe,11 I n n i s  con- 

cluded t h a t  t ' p r i n t i n g  accen tua ted  a commercial i n t e r e s t  and t h e  
v 

p u b l i s h e r  concerned w i t h  markets  began t o  d i s p l a c e  t h e  p r i n t e r  

concerned w i t h  p roduc t ion .  l r 4 1  And t h u s  occured t h e  demise o f  -- 
Veblen's  c ra f t sman  m e n t a l i t y .  The mass produc t ion  of paper  
/ 

a c e l e r a t e d  s p a t i a l  b i a s  and t i e d  technology t o  commercial va lues .  

The succeed ing  c e n t u r i e s  w i tnes sed  t h e  p h e n o ~ e n a l  
4% 

growth of  an imbalance towards space ,  e v i d e n t  i n  cont inuous  

war fa re .  Technolog ica l  i nnova t ion  r e i n f o r c e d  t h i s  b i a s  i n  i t s  

most r e c e n t  new media,  e l e c t r i c i t y .  Because " the  T r e a t y  o f  

V e r s a i l l e s  emphasized s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a s  a governing p r i n c i -  
5-" 

p l e  and recognized t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  language i n  t h e  p r i n t i n g  

p r e s s ,  consequent ly ,  it  r a p i d l y  becam ou tda t ed  w i th  t h e  mech- 

a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  spoken word i n  t h e  rad io . "  S ince  both  p r i n t  - 
and Pqdio emphasized space ,  no ba lance  could be achieved and 

s o c i a l  t u r m o i l  r e s u l t e d .  Warning t h a t  "mags produc t ion  

s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  a r e  t h e  enemies o f  t h e  West ,n he pleaded t h a t  

I "determined e f f o r t s  t o  r e c a p t u r e  t h e  v i t a l i t y  o f  t h e  o r a l  \ 



tradition.,.be made." Clearly, his conclusion reflected his 

distaste of the production-consumption ethic which mechanized 

life. 42 

The significance of technology was its determination 

of the possible dominant media of communication. If media 

threatened cultural stability, it was necessary to stim- I J ~ J ~  * . 

ulate a competing media; hherefore, he believed that support 

and stimulation of the oral was e s s e f i 5 i ~ 1  f ~ r  k isstcrn  

culture. In many respects, Innist theory can be regarded as 

his counter-proposal to the emphasis on the price system, 

science, and technology. He believed the values these influ- 

ences exploited were the prime movers of the bias of cornmunic- 
-,-,Q rn m o p  Crrnenh 

ation. Thus Innis resolved the dichotomy between technology 
~ + ~ ~ b \ ) \ ( (  ib 04 n 

and ideas by assuming that media had intrinsic values. His L 

treatment of media with respect to time and space integrated 

technological effects with s o c i a i  purpose, providing a means 

of assessing the implications of technology. 
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GI-IAPTEP, I V  

THE BIAS OF COIQNNICATION 

I n n i s  d i d  n o t  s t u d y  p o l i t i c a l  economy i n  t h e  s ense  

o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  w e a l t h ,  but  he  d i d  pursue a l i t e r a l  (/, ' 
concept ion of  p o l i t i c a l  economy surmed up i n  h i s  c la im t h a t  

" p o l i t i c a l  d i s t u r b a n c e s  r e f l e c t e d  economic d i s t u r b a n c e s  more 

d i r e c t l y .  Canadian monopoly i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  c r e a t e d  t o  e x p l o i t  

s tap les ,  cpl tsz i ized t h e  ~ ; e i a t . i onsn ip  between economics and 

p o l i t i c s ,  and o f f e r e d  a unique means of  a n a l y z i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

economy of  Eurppean Empires,  The connec t ion  he perce ived  

between f u r  and t h e  Hudson Bay Company's monopoly, between 

wheat and t h e  C.P.i-l.'s monopoly, l e d  I n n i s  t o  cons ide r  whether 

newspr int  c r e a t e d  a monopoly. He echoed t h e  moral  i n d i g n a t i o n  

Adam Smith d i s p l a y e d  when a t t a c k i n g  t h e  monopolies o f  rnercant i l -  

i s m ,  i n  his c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  "monopoly o f  knowledgen produced by 

; z t h e  newspaper. I n  I n n i s '  view, t h e  monopoly o f  knowledge was t h e  
\ 
I system of  b e l i e f s  imposed on communication by t h e  t echniques  
j 
!-.which e x p l o i t e d  t h e  media o f  communication. The b i a s  of com- 

munication comprised t h e  monopoly o f  knowledge and t h e  b i a s  

of t h e  media o f  communication; however, t h e  q u a l i t i e s  o f  t h e s e  

b i a s e s ,  i . e .  t h e  monopoly of  knowledge and the b i a s  of  media,  

co inc ided ;  f o r  example, t h e  system o f  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  per -  

pe tua t ed  by c o p y i s t  and t h e  t empora l  emphasis o f  parchment, 

S i n c e ,  i n  h i s  e a r l y  work I n n i s  had t r e a t e d  monopoly c o n t r o l  

a s  i l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t h e  problems of  empires ,  he cont inued t o  ' 
? 

r e l a t e .  t h e  monopoly of  knowledge of communication t o  t h e  

problems of c r e a t i n g  s t a b i l i t y  i n  modern empires ,  p a r t i c u l a r -  



ly the United States of America. 

Even though Xnnis analyzed monopolies in terms of the 

economic problems of overhead costs, he used his study of 

monopolies to emphasize not the economic aspects but rather 

the extent to which European empires had dominated North Am- 

erican social development. In his assessment of the econ- 

omic efficiency of monopolies, Innis transformed J . M .  Clark's 

zsncept  ~f averhead cosi-is. Iniciaiiy, lnnis used Clark1 s 

tool to explain the limits of economic expansion because of 

the capital costs of technical innovations; but later, in 

his study of newsp int he transformed the conservative mean- r 
ing of overhead d s t s  into his conception of unused capacity-- 

the expansion of production and transportation facilities 

produced by technology---as an accelerator of economic expan- 

sion, 
2 

In InnfSt view, the efficiency of a monopoly could be 

measured by its ability to stabilize the e,ffects of the econ- 

omic process by controlling overhead costs of capital expansion, 

A History of the Canadian Pacific Railway was Innis' first 

study of a monopoly institution, He believed that because the 

railway "rates in eastern Canada were oegulated by competitionv 

from the water routes and other railways, the resultant C o P e K ,  

policy madel'the non-compatitive area of Western Canada as 

productive as possibleeV Nonopoly was instrumental in reduc- 

ing the overhead charges of branch line construction since 

expansion followed traffic demands and was not subject to 

speculative building to offset competition, However, the ,. 



r e s u l t a n t  wheat blockage a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  l e d  t o  

r a p i d  expansion and two more t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l s .  I n n i s  con t r a s -  

t e d  t h o  d i s e q u i l i b r i u m  o f  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry ,  t o  t h e  

economic ba lance  Dhe C.P.K. provided a f t e r  t h e  F i r s t  World War: 

Itas it had been t h e  b a s i c  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  r a p i d  expansion o f  

Canada i n  t h e  l a s t  h a l f  a  cen tu ry  it w i l l  become t h e  b a s i c  

f a c t o r  i n  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  Canada's growth i n  t h e  next." I n n i s  

concluded t h z t  s i n c e  " ~ L - X X U  a monopo l i s t i c  p o s i t i o n  it has  

t u rned  t o  t h a t  o f  a p r o t e c t o r  a g a i n s t  monopoly," t h e  C,F;II .  

had become a  c o u n t e r v a i l i n g  f o r c e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  s t a b i l i t y .  3 

Throughout t h e  h i s t o r y  of  t h e  f u r  t r a d e ,  t l t y p i c a l  

European i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  pe r iod  such as t h e  monopoly were 

adap ted  and modif ied  accord ing  t o  t h e  demands of  a new environ-  

ment. l1 During t h e  I m p e r i a l  French p e r i o d ,  monopoly o r g a n i z a t i o n  

r e s u l t e d  from t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  overcoming geography under 

p r e v a i l i n g  techniques .  Champlain was a b l e  ' l to a r r a n g e  f o r  

monopoly con t ro l1 '  and become ?Ithe first s u c c e s s f u l  t r u s t  

promoterf1 o f  North America. Although t h e  v a l l e y  of  t h e  S t .  

Lawrence c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  because it o f f e r e d  o n l y  

one communication r o u t e  t o  Europe,  t h e  s a i l i n g  s h i p  was a n o t h e r  

f a c t o r  t o  c o n s i d e r  because " t h e  heavy overhead charges  i nc iden -  

t a l  t o  t h e  t r a d e  w i th  France were an a d d i t i o n a l  cause o f  con- 

cen t r a t i on . ? '  The l a r g e  c a p i t a l  investment  n e c e s s a r y  t o  equ ip  

a s a i l i n g  v e s s e l  t o  t r a n s h i p  t h e  f u r s  t o  Europe encouraged t h e  

fo rmat ion  of a t r u s t  t o  l i m i t  overhead expend i tu re s  b u t  t h e  

consequences o f  l i d i t i n g  t h e  number o f  s a i l i n g  v e s s e l s  heading 

o u t  from France were s low economic and popu la t i on  growth. I n  



I n n i s t  view, t h e  e a r l y  f u r  monopolies curbed economic expan- 

s&on. 4 

During t h e  second q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  

t h e  Hudson Bay Company epi tomized t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  a monopoly V 

t o  pace s o c i a l  and t e c h n o l o g i c a l  change by a c h i e v i n g  economic 

ba lance .  Innis argued t h a t  ' ? the  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Hudson 

Bay Company i n  t h e  p e r i o d  1821 t o  1869 dese rve  an impor tan t  
.- - p lace  in t h e  h i s k r y  ef fiiofiopoiies." 'i'he company had tr iumph- 

ed p o l i t i c a l l y  because 7 t t he  succes s  o f  monopoly c o n t r o l  over  

c o s t s  was measured from t h e  pecunia ry  p o i n t  o f  view i n  terms 

o f  n e t  p r o f i t s  and o f  d ividends ."  To l i m i t  t h e  overhead 

c o s t s  o f  t r a n s p o r t ,  t h e  company developed t h e  Red L i v e r  colony 

as a l a b o u r  pool .  Monopoly al lowed t h e  company t o  minimize 

t h e  number o f  York boatitien and ho r se  t r a i n  pe r sonne l  and t o  

reduce  wages o f  c a s u a l  l abour .  These were compl&mented through 

lower ing  t h e  overhead c o s t s  of  impor t i ng  f o o d s t u f f s  by encourag- 

i n g  l o c a l  f l a g r i c u l t u r e  f i h i c g  became a more impor tan t  sou rce  o f  

supply  of  p r o v i s i o n s  . t i  S i n c e  niu'lonopoly c o n t r o l  was e f f e c t i v e  

i n  c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  p roduc t ion  and s a l e  o f  t h e  cheaper  fur . . . f1 

t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  Hudson Bay Company al lowed i t  t o  dominate 

t h e  market and conserve t h e  r e sou rce .  The s t a b i l i t y  o f  

Rupe r t ' s  l and  was n o t  d i s t u r b e d  u n t i l  American r a i l w a y s ,  b u i l t  
v' 

t o  e x p l o i t  a d i f f  w e n t  commodity, p e n e t r a t e d  t h e  nor thwest .  5 

I n  h i s  s t udy  of  newspr in t ,  I n n i s  changed C l a r k t s  t o o l  

of overhead c o s t s  i n t o  h i s  own concept ion of  unused c a p a c i t y  

a s  a major c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  economic imbalance. S p n i s  expla ined 

t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  impact  o f  newspr int  by d i r e c t i n g  "your a t t e n t i o n  



c e n t e r s  around t h e  development of pu lp  and paper  i n d u s t r y  

i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  overhead c o s t s  as an a c c e l e r a t o r  o f  t h e  econ- 

omic expansion of  t h e  Uni ted s t a t e s . " '  The massive expansion 

o f  paper  p roduc t ion  due t o  t h e  s h i f t  from r a g s  t o  wood pu lp  

i n c u r r e d  v a s t  c a p i t a l  expend i tu re s  and t h i s  "overhead Lieu 
t o  cons t an t  demand f o r  f i l l e r  t o  use up unused capacity."? 

Newspapers grew i n  s i z e  t o  "use uprt t h e  overhead c o s t s  o f  un- 

used p roduc t ive  ca~ac . i+ .y  cf t h e  m ~ d e r n  pu lp  ard paper  p l a n t s .  

Newspapers consumed more newspr in t  and t h e i r  adve r t i s emen t s  

a c c e l e r a t e d  consumption and t h e r e b y  produc t ion  i n  gene ra l .  

The consequent economic imbalance i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  was 

l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e  llproblerns o f  unused c a p a c i t y  f ih icv  have / 
had t h e  e f f e c t  o f  qu icken ing  and accen ng  t h e  long-run 

g e n e r a l  t r e n d s  o f  economic development. 

Although Canadian newspr int  had achieved a monopoly 

p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  U.S. market ,  e v i d e n t  by i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  d e t e r -  

mine t h e  p r i c e  l e v e l  of  newspr in t  i n  t h e  U.S., I n n i s  became 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  newspr in t  n o t  as an  economic monopoly b u t  a s  
Y' 

a media t h a t  imposed on communication a monopoly of  knowledge. 

The dependence of  t h e  p r e s s  on modern newspr in t  t e chn iques  

wedded t h e  newspaper t o  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  technology--,$ 

a combination o f  s c i e n t i f i c  and commercial va lues .  I n n i s  

' be l i eved  t h a t  "bcience l i v e s  i t s  own l i f e  n o t  on ly  i n  t h e  
. 

mechanism which i s  provided t o  d i s t r i b u t e  knowledge b u t  a l s o  

i n  t h e  s o r t  o f  knowledge which w i l l  be d i ~ t r i b u t e d . ? ~ 9  Sc i ence  

bore  a d u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  modern communication because it 



s e l e c t b d  , a media s u i t e d  t o  i t s  v a l u e s  ( e l e c t r i c i t y  must be 

q u a n t i f i e d )  and imposed s c i e n t i f i c  va lues  on communication ""- 
( eg .  brand 'X'), I n n i s  argued t h a t  t h e  widespread r e l i a n c e  

on t h e  newspaper " l ad  t o  t h e  growth i n  t h e  name o f  s c i e n c e  

of  new monopolies t o  enrploit  f a i t h  and i n c r e d i b i l i t y ,  ,110 /*"- 

T h i s  l a t e s t  monopoly produced an u n s t a b l e  p u b l i c  op in ion  and 

t h u s  h i s  s h i f t  o f  i n t e r e s t  from economic t o  i n fo rma t ion  mon- p 
rp i i ly  was ytilraiieied by h i s  emphasizing n o t  economic b u t  

p o l i t i c a l  imbalance,  

J n n i s  r e l a t e d  t h e  problems o f  monopolies t o  t h e  d i f -  
\ 

f i c u l t i e s  of empi res ,  and concluded t h a t  a monopoly seldom 

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  i m p e r i a l  s t a b i l i t y  because it was o f t e n  cha l -  T langed s u c c e s s f u l l y  by economic f o r c e s  on t h e  periphery of the 

1 ~ m ~ i r e .  The cod f i s h e r i e s  provided m a t e r i a l  admirably  s u i t e d  ;C 
I 

k o  an a n a l y s i s  of t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  i m p e r i a l  equ i l i b r ium.  I n  

1931,  n e a r l y  a  decade before  p u b l i c a t i o n  of  The Cod F i s h e r i e s ,  

I n n i s  p resen ted  a paper  "as an analy&iai o f  t h e  growth of  t h e  

f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y ,  and as anLattempt t o  app ly  conc lus ions  reach-  

ed i n  s tudy  o f  t h e  f u r  t r a d e ,  t o  a s t u d y  o f  t h e  - r e l a t i o n s h i z .  ---+.,--* - -- --- 

between t h a t  i n d u s t r y  and t h e  expansion of t h e  Empire. 
I----r .-.----."".-----Y-c ---y-c---y-c---y-c---y-c---y-c---y-c---y-c---y-c---y-c..---y-c " ---y-c-l--l---.- .̂̂-- ----" . --- _._^- 

J1 

I n n i s  no ted  t h a t :  

PThile monopoly had e s t ab lkshed  i t s e l f  i n  
t h e  f u r  t r a d e  o f  S t .  Lawrence v a l l e y  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  compet i t ion i n  t h e  f i s h i n g  
i n d u s t r y  of  @e maritime r e g i o n  proved 
in supe rab l e ;  

consequent ly ,  he  argued t h a t  t h e  _____-__--- h i s t o r 3  --_-__ of  t h e  -- f i s h i n g  __l____,- _-_- indu$,S;ry. *-- 



m o n ~ ~ o l ~ . ~ ~ ~  I n  t h e  f irst  h a l f  o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  
---I-----.-. 

" t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  t o  t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Empire was i n  s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  t o  i t s  c o n t r i -  

b u t i o n  t o  t h e  French.  nlk The New Eneland s e t t l e m e n t  c o n t r i b u t -  

ed t o  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y ' s  t r a d e  by p rov id ing  an 

i n t e g r a t e d  t r a d e  c i r c u i t .  The n a t u r e  o f  t h e  cod m i g r a t i o n  had 

s t i m u l a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  adapted t o  t h e  g r a d u a l  northward t r e n d  

af  tile f i s h i n g  o p e r a t i o n s .  A f t e r  t h e  t r e a t y  o f  U t r e c h t ,  t h e  

French t r i e d  t o  i n t e g r z t e  t h e i r  empire "by t h e i r  entrenchment 
i 

i n  Cape Breton and by a  determined e f f o r t  t o  develop a balanced 

empire. l f 1 5  The r e l a t i v e  s t g b i l i t y  ach ieved  between t h e  Eng l i sh  

and French Empires s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  c o u n t e r v a i l i n g  f o r c e  o f  

commercialism on t h e  more developed p e r i p h e r y  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Empire because " the  i n e v i t a b l e  tendency towards e q u i l i b r i u m  

produced a l a c k  o f  p o l i t i c a l  ba lance  which f i n a l l y  broke t h e  
16 

c o n t r o l  o f  both  f i r s t  Empires.It I n n i s  argued t h a t :  

t h e  encouragement o f  t h e  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  
desc r ibed  by  Adam Smith has tened  t h e  growth 
of coirirnercialism i n  New angland  and  sharp- 
ened t h e  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  rnonopolis%ic a s p e c t s  
o f  merchant i l i sm to l fhe  p o i n t  which brought  
about  i t s  c o l l a p s e .  

From t h i s  he drew t h e  conc lus ion  t h a t  t h e  e m p i r e f s  pe r iphe ry  

cha l lenged  t h e  dominance of  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  c e n t e r .  Although 

h e  l a t e r  q u a l i f i e d  t h e  c y c l i c  a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  t h e o r y ,  it  i s  

ev iden t  I n n i s  be l i eved  t h a t  t h e  tendency towards q q u i l i b r i u m  
8 f 4  

3 
whether w i t h i n  o r  between Empires c r e a t e d  a mmopoly o f  know- 

l edge  which s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  fo rmat ion  of  a coun te r  monopoly 

o f  knowledge on the p e r i p h e r y  of  t h e  Empire. 18 



A f t e r  World War 11, I n n i s  analyzed t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  t h e  monopoly o f  knowledge, b u i l t  around t h e  

newspaper, had upon p o l i t i c a l  e q u i l i b r i u m  o f  Empires. I n n i s  
I 

sununed up h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  h i s  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  " t he  Conaerva- / 
t i v e  power o f  monopolies o f  knowledge compels t h e  development \ 
of  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  media of  communication i n  1 

'i \ 
margina l  a r e a s q f 1 1 9  H i s  b i a s  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  h i s  assumption t h a t '  

"we e n t e r e d  the ~ p e z  ~ 5 2 5  VC democracy i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  

w i t h  nothin&to worship  b u t  t h e  t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  of  t h e  modern 

s t a t e .  "20 He be l i eved  t h q t  t h e  development o f  p r i n t i n g  was 

i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  the c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  f a s c i s t  tendency of  p u b l i c  

opinion.  

$ The p r i n t i n g  p r e s s ,  a c h i l d  o f  t h e  Rena issance ,  made 

t h e  town t h e  purveyor o f  s e c u l a r  l e a r n i n g  i n  compet i t ion  w i th  

t h e  monast ic  c o p y i s t  and i l l u m i n a t o r .  A t  t h e  edge of  t h e  

C a t h o l i c  Empire, t h e  n o r t h e r n  humanists  o f  Holland fash ioned  

t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  r e v o l u t i o n  about  t h e  new media o f  communication. 

'Urasmus and t h e  humanis ts  saw t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  a  new 

in s t rumen t  i n  t h e  war a g a i n s t  ignorance, ' '  b u t  i n  t h e  h i n t e r -  

land t h e  lfmoral purpose d i f f e r e d  profoundly from t h a t  o f  t h e  

I t a l i a n  humanist." Although Erasmus "broke t h e  b a r r i e r  be- 

tween s a c r e d  and profane  learning, ! '  t h e  z e a l  o f  t h e  new 

no r the rn  p r e s s  made t h e  newspaper t h e  vanguard o f  " the  r e f o r -  

mation and l i b e r a l  i d e a s , "  and t h e  new media ceased t o  be 

a humanist v e h i c l e  and became a propaganda t o o l .  Gradua l ly ,  

'tnri"crs became concerned t o  i n f l u e n c e  p u b l i c  opgnionu w i t h  
\ 



t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  Lu the r  de s t royed  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  Renaissance.  2 1  

The p u b l i c  op in ion  c r e a t e d  by t h e  p r e s s  had c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  

s e p a r a t i s t  movement on t h e  pe r iphe ry  of  t h e  C a t h o l i c  empire 

by e x p l o i t i n g  " the  v i t a l i t y  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c s  of Greece which 

r e f l e c t e d  t h e  power o f  c i v i l i z a t i o n  based on an o r a l  t r a d i -  

t i o n  f i h i c g  g r a d u a l l y  weakened t h e  monopoly o f  knowledge 
22 h e l d  by t h e  church." The new media of  communication permit -  

t e d  c r e a t i v i t v  t o  f l n i l r i s h  f o r  a shsrt before  a new 

p o l i t i c a l  e q u i l i b r i u m  t i e d 5 t h e  p r e s s  t o  a new monopoly o f  know- 

l edge  t h a t  f o s s i l i z e d  p u b l i c  op in ion ,  

I n n i s  found t h a t  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  suppress ion  o f  t h e  

p r e s s  i n  France  c o n t r a s t e d  s h a r p l y  w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  i t s  

p u b l i c  c o n t r o l  by t a x a t i o n  i n  B r i t a i n .  S t r i c t  c enso r sh ip  i n  

France s t i m u l a t e d  t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  new thought  on F rance ' s  

pe r iphe ry ,  t h e  Nether lands .  I n  I n n i s f  op in ion ,  I t i t  i s  j u s t  

t o  remember t h e  i n d i s p e n s a b l e  s e r v i c e s  rendered by t h e  freedom 

o f  t h e  p r e s s  i n  Holland t o  t h e  d i s semina t ion  of French thought  

i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  century."  By c o n t r a s t ,  i n  England, t h e  t a x  

o f  1712 on a d v e r t i s i n g  c u r t a i l e d  newspaper p roduc t ion  which 

both  l e d  t o  w r i t e r ' s  e x p l o i t i n g  f i c t i o n  and t h e  growth of sub- 

s i d i z e d  l i b e r a l  papers .  S i n c e  " the  complete dependence o f  

a u t h o r s  on b o o k s e l l e r s  meant t h a t  t h e  market w a s  c l u t t e r e d  

with t r a s h , "  Innis sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  economic burden p laced  

on journa l i sm n e a r l y  des t royed  Eng l i sh  l i t e r a t u r e .  The t a x  

on a d v e r t i s i n g  encouraged t h e  s u b s i d i z i n g  of  newspapers f o r  

p o l i t i c a l  purposes and consequent ly ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  p r e s s  became 



monopolized by l i b e r a l i s m  s i n c e  it w a s  l e s s  adap tab l e  t o  

commercial e x p l o i t a t i o n .  The pe r iod  wi tnessed  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  

o f  Dafoe who as " the  o r a c l e  o f  t h e  masses1! l t con t r i bu t ed  power- 

f u l l y  t o  make t h e  newspaper t h e  f o u r t h  e s t a t e . "  The B r i t i s h  

a d v e r t i s i n g  t a x  had made t h e  p r e s s  a monopolizer o f  p o l i t i c a l  

opinion.  23 

The monopol i s t i c  a s p e c t s  o f  mercan t i l i sm  were d e s t r o y -  

ad by t h e  e f f e z l s  of s iiew rriedia o f  communication i n  t h e  h i n t e r -  

l a n d  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Empire. B r i t a i n ' s  acquiescence t o  t h e  

a d v e r t i s i n g  tax of 1712 was markedly d i f f e r e n t  t o  i t s  r e c e p t i o n  

e r i p h e r y  of t h e  empire where " the  Stamp Act o f  1765 
On the p\ 
fo l l owed- the  p r i n c i p l e  o f  t h e  stamp t a x e s  i n  lingland i n  1712 

and brought  a  g e n e r a l  p r o t e s t  which changed t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  

journalism." Because "paper occupied a c r u c i a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  

t h e  development o f  p u b l i c  op in ion  and i t s  s e n s i t i v e n e s s  was 

e v i d e n t  i n  p r o t e s t s  a g a i n s t  t a x e s  imposed by Grea t  B r i t a i n , "  

t h e  new media o f  communication was qu ick ly  e x p l o i t e d  t o  c r e a t e  

a new monopbly of  op in ion .  I n n i s  observed t h a t  subsequent ly  

Ira new p o s y t l  s e r v i c e  i n  1775 and l a r g e r  numbers o f  p o s t  

r i d e r s  built' up a news s e r v i c e  and c r e a t e d  a community of i d e a s  

and a t t i t u d e d  and u n i f i e d  action.!' The newspaper was c e n t r a l  

t o  t h e  success  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  as "propaganda was e s s e n t i a l  

t o  t h e  m a r s h a l l i n g ,  of op in ion   in^ a democra t i c .  cornmunitybl' In 
.. ; 

l a r g e r  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  "was 'in p a r t  a r e i u l t  o f  t h e  

appea l  t o  a w r i t t e n  t r a d i t i o n  a.nb t h e .  c l a s h  with an o ra l  

t r a d i t i o n . "  While B r i t a i n  has  remained wedded t o  t h e  o r a l  

t r a d i t i o n  o f  pa r l i amen t ;  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  s i n c e  the revo lu-  ,&' 



t i o n  has  been dominated by t h e  w r i t t e n  t r a d i t i o n  of  t h e  Con- 

s t i t u t i o n .  24 

The c o n t r a s t i n g  p o l i c i e s  o f  Grea t  B r i t a i n  and t h e  

Uni ted S t a t e s  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  a b i l i t y _ o f  a  monopoly t o  avoid  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  change and the reby  pace s o c i a l  change. Lnnis  

emphasized t h a t  "where a s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

advance suppor ted  t h e  r a p i d  e x t e n s i o n  of  t h e  newspaper i n  

Gres t  B r i t a i ~  tax5s i=es ix iczed   development.^ The B r i t i s h  

t a x e s  t u rned  j o u r n a l i s t s  i n t o  p o p u l a r i z e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r y  i n  t h e  

f i rs t  p a r t  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  which saw t h e  growth of  

q u a r t e r l i e s .  The p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of  "magazines and manuals 

impaired t h e  l o  h e o f  s t u d y ,  r e s e a r c h  and scho la r sh ip , l l  whi le  

t h e  "middle c l a s s  newspapers p r e s s  f o r  e l e v a t i n g  a c l e v e r  man 

l i k e  Dickens above s c h o l a r s ,  ph i lo sophe r s  and statesmen." The 

i n c r e a s i n g  c r i t i c i s m  o f  mercan t i l i sm  and t h e  succes s  o f  econ- 

omic l i b e r a l i s m  i n  changing t h e  Navigat ion Acts  and Corn laws 

undermined t h e  monopoly p o s i t i o n  o f  The Times: 

The a t t a c k  o f  Cobden on The Times fol lowed 
a long  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  o l d  mercan t i l i sm  
system and it was s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  i t s  
power i n  exp re s s ing  t h e  demands o f  t h e  
i n t e r e s t s  c h e l t e r e d  behind t h a t  sys tem was 
t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  monopol i s t i c  p r i v i l e g e s  t o  
f a l l .  

The Timest monopoly ended wi th  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  Stamp d u t y  

o f  1855  and g r a d u a l l y  through t h e  remainder o f  . . t&e cen tu ry  

B r i t i s h  journal ism was t ransformed by t h e  r a p i d  i m p o r t a t i o n  of  

American techniques .  However?, the  rnonopoZistic tendency of  

t h e  Stamp Act had c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  s t a b l e  p u b l i c  opinion.  A f t e r  

t h i s  d a t e ,  B r i t i s h  governments gained g r e a t e r  percen tages  o f  



25 t h e  ' popu la r t  vo te .  

The most s i g n i f i c a n t  development o f  t h e  newspaper 
4r 

occur red  on t h e  pe r iphe ry  of European c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  United 

S t a t e s .  The newspaper was t n e  on ly  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  new Kepub- 

l i c  t o  be enshr ined  i n  t h e  B i l l  o f  Rights .  I n  North America 

t h e  p r e s s  "has l i n k e d  t r a d e  t o  opinion.n26 Moreover, t h e  

succes s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t i e d  ' ~ r n e r i c a  t o  consumption, s i n c e  

l t t b c  g ~ s r s i i t a e  of freedom of  t h e  p r e s s  under t h e  B i l l  o f  R igh t s  

i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  and i t s  encouragement by p o s t a l  r e g u l a t i o n s  

has  meant an u n r e s t r i c t e d  o p e r a t i o n  of commercial forces . . .  tr 27 

I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  B r i t a i n  be fo re  1855, t h e  American newspaper 

c a r r i e d  t h e  b i a s  o f  t h e  produc t ion  i n t e r e s t s  who monopolized 

t h e  in format ion  of t h e  newspaper. 

Because "newspapers favoured a marked ex tens ion  o f  
/' 

adve r t i s ing ' '  and !'the economy became b iased  toward t h e  mass 

produc t ion  o f   good^...,^ t h e  newspaper's " b i a s  culminated i n  

an obsess ion  wi th  the f u r t h e r i n g  s p a t i a l  

imbalance t h a t  augured f o r  t h e  l e s s e r  p o l i t i c a l  e n i t i t i e s  

of  t h e  world. 28 The American t e c h n i c a l  prowess cont inuous ly  

endangered p o l i t i c a l  economy a s  'Iswings i n  p u b l i c  opinion a r e  

more v i o l e n t  w i t h  new i n v e n t i o n s  i n  commercialism, and independ- 

e n t  thought  i s  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  s u s t a i n . v 2 9  I n n i s  suggested 

t h a t  "freedom of t h e  p r e s s  has  been regarded as a g r e a t  bulwark 

of  our  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and it would be dangerous t o  s a y  t h a t  it 

has become the g r e a t  bulwark of  monopolies of  t h e  p re s s ; ' '  

none the l e s s ,  t h i s  was I n n i s '  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  cold  war 



The h o r r o r  w i th  which I n n i s  viewed t h e  power of  t h e  p r e s s  

emerged i n  h i s  p r o t e s t  t h a t  cons ide r ing  t h e  p r e s s  "from a s c i e n -  

t i f i c  and n o t  Crom a p a r t y - p o l i t i c a l  s t a n d p o i n t n  was incompre- 

h e n s i b l e  s i n c e  " i n  t h e s e  days o f  t o t a l i t a r i a n  t endenc i e s  it 

might be argued t h a t  t h e s e  c l a u s e s  i nvo lve  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  ~ 3 1  

The p o s t i o n  of t h e  p r e s s  i n  "American c i v i l i ~ a t i o n  meant t h e  

ex t ens ion  o f  knowledge t o  a l l  members o f  t h e  body p o l i t i c v  

and " the  i d e a l  o f  democracy namely e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  common man." 

Because t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  mechanized word encouraged an 

emphasis on " p r a c t i c a l  s c i ence , "  modern communication made 

t h e  problems o f  p o l i t i c a l  economy incomprehensible  by over-  
I 1. 

s i m p l i f y i n g  l o n g  range  e f f e c t s .  32 Be l i ev ing  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  b i a s  

o f  mechanized knowledgd%istorted r e a l i t y ,  I n n i s  cau t ioned  t h a t  

" t he  most dangerous i l l u s i o n s  accompany t h e  most obvious f a c t s  , - 
rr33 v 

i n c l u d i n g  t h e  p r i n t e d  and mechanized word. 

While t h e  f i r s t  B r i t i s h  empi re ' s  nionopoly system was 

des t royed  by t h e  e f f e c t  o f  a new media on t h e  p2 r iphe ry ,  and a 

new balance was.-&hiwed between England and t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  

I n n i s  foresaw no such cha l l enge  t o z h e  American monopoly o f  

communication, because  a l l  i n d u s t r i a l  c o u n t r i e s  were b ia sed  by 

t h e  same media o f  communication. 

The s c i e n t i f i c  and s p a t i a l  b i a s  o f  modern media d i s t o r -  

t e d  p o l i t i c a l  problems and made t h e  r e t o n c i l i a t i o n  o f  t h e  demands 
X 

o f  t ime  and space d i f f i c u l t .  The c r u c i a l  e f f e c t  was t h e  i n t e r -  

f e r ence  w i t h  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s  because t h e  " p r i n t i n g  p r e s s  de s t roy -  



ed i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m .  l 13& The newspaper 's  s p a t i a l  b i a s  and 

d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t ime  c r e a t e d  s e v e r e  l i m i t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  a b i l -  

i t y  o f  $ha United S t a t e s  t o  handle  i t s  new i m p e r i a l  respon- 

s i b i l i t i e s .  S i n c e  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  lump c h a r a c t e r  

t o  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  development and t h e  n o n o p o l i s t i c  demands 

o f  newspapers, a cen tu ry  of t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i nnova t ion  was crown- 

ed by Randolph H e a r s t ' s  war. The e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s s  t o  

f u r t h e r  ~ X p o i - t s  enhancea n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l i s m .  I n n i s  agreed  

t h a t :  

t h e  c la im t h a t o b s e s s i o n  w i t h  a d v e r t i s i n g  
and c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  per iod  from 1919 t o  
1939 co inc ided  w i t h  a l a c k  of  i n t e l l i g e n t  
i n t e r e s t  i n  p u b l i c  a f f a i r s  and a l a c k  of 
e f f e c t i v e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  a t  
an e a r l y  d a t a  appear  t o  have j u s t i f i c a t i o n .  3 5  

The a t tachment  o f  t h e  p r e s s  t o  commercial op in ion  and i t s  

d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  t t t r u t h s l l  combined t o  d i s t o r t  

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  problems and create  an i r r a t i o n a l  sense of secur -  

ity. 

The mypoic b i a s  o f  t h e  American p r e s s  exabera ted  

i n t e r n a l  problems a s  w e l l .  I n n i s  perce ived  t h a t :  

w i thou t  exper ience  i n  meet ing t h e s e  demands 
an appea l  i s  made t o  o rgan ized  f o r c e  a s  an 
i n s t rumen t  o f  c o n t i n u i t y .  Dependence on 
organ ized  power and a  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n t i p a t h y  
t o  coloured peoples  weakens p o l i t i c a l  s e n s i -  
t i v i t y  and l a c k  of  exper ience  w i t h  problems 
of c o n t i n u i t y  and empire t h r e a t e n s  t e  West- 
e r n  world  w i t h  u n c e r t a i n t y  and war.3 't 

The c u l t u r a l  b i a s  o f  s c i e n c e  and t h e  d i s c o n t i n u i t y  induced 

by t h e  newspaper ill prepared  t h e  United S t a t e s  f o r s i t s  

gargantuurn t a s k .  However, t h i s  s i n  was n o t  p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  



84 

monopoly of  knowledge i n  North America because  I n n i s  a s s e r t e d  

t h e  g e n e r a l  p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  "an i n t e r e s t  i n  l e a r n i n g  assumes a 

s t a b l e  s o c i e t y  i n  which organ ized  f o r c e  i s  s u f f i c i e n t l y  power- 

f u l  t o  provide  s u s t a i n e d  p r o t e c t i o n  ."37 

I n n i s  s a t i s f i e d  h i s  humanism and h i s  n a t i o n a l i s m  by 

g i v i n g  t o  Canadians t h e  miss ion  o f  s av ing  t h e  United S t a t e s  

from i t s  monopoly o f  knowledge. He claimed t h a t  because o f  

4 - L A  u.lG in f lua i i ca  of American comrnunicat ion~s monopoly, "Canada 

moved from colony t o  n a t i o n  t o  colony.tt  I n n i s  found i t  i ron -  

i c a l  t h a t  nwe complained b i t t e r l y  o f  Grea t  B r i t a i n  i n  t h e  

Minto a f f a i r ,  t h e  Naval B i l l ,  and t h e  l i k e ,  b u t  no q u e s t i o n s  

a r e  asked a s  t o  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  j o i n t  defence  shemes w i th  ' 

t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s . .  ."j9 By n o t i n g  t h a t  "u l t ima te  power r e s t s  , 

i n  t h e  hands of  t h e  army a s  t h e  outcome o f  t h e  c o n s c r i p t i o n  

i s s u e  has  shown," it was e v i d e n t  t o  I n n i s  t h a t  Canada had 

r e s o r t e d  t o  t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  i n  two world wars.  j9 He lamented 

t h a t  "we have never  had t h e  courage of  Yugoslavia i n  r e l a t i o n  

t o  R u s s i a  and we have never  produced a ~ i t o . " & *  Although t h e  

Uni ted S t a t e s T  f e a r  o f  communism was s i m i l a r  t o  ' ? the  f a n a t i c  

f e a r  of  mice shown by e lephants , ! '  t h e r e  was t h e  danger o f  

Canada being swallowed by American f a n a t i c i s m .  I n n i s t  s o l u t i o n  

of " a s s i s t i n g  t h e  development of a t h i r d  b l o c  des igned t o  wi th-  

s t a n d  t h e  p r e s s u r e  of  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  and Russ i a , "  p r e d i c t -  

ed t h e  va in  a t t e m p t s  of  f u t u r e  Canadian d ip loma t i c  h i s t o r y . 4 1  

The Canadian dilemma was n o t  p u r e l y  m i l i t a r y ,  however; t h e  

c r u c i a l  problem was t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  Canadian c u l t u r e .  



I n n i s  no ted  w i t h  a  deep concern t h a t  " i n  t h e  l o n g  l i s t  of vol-  

umes of  The i t e l a t i o n s  of Canada and t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  s e r i e s  

l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i s  shown i n  c u l t u r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and t h e  

omiss ion i s  o r n i n o ~ s . ~ ~  Na t iona l i zed  communications was one o f  

t h e  few c u l t u r a l  l e v e r s  a t  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  Canadians. I n n i s  

sugges ted  t h a t :  

by a t t e m p t i n g  c o n s t r u c t i v e  e f f o r t s  t o  exp lo re  
t h e  c u l t u r a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  v a r i o u s  media 
o f  communication and t o  develop them a long  
l i n e s  f r e e  from commercialism, Canadians 
might make a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  
l i f e  o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  by r e l e a s i n g  it 
from dependence on,$he s a l e  o f  tobacco and 
o t h e r  commodities, 

Canada i s  t h e  pe r iphe ry  of  t h e  American empire ,  and t h e  act- 

i s t i c  use  o f  communication would have a fundamental  e f f e c t  on 

t h e  whole empire, s u f f e r i n g  from t h e  b i a s  o f  commercialism. 

H i s  n a t i o n a l i s t  d e s i r e  t o  p r e se rve  Canada had f o r t u i t o u s l y  

merged wi th  h i s  humanist i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  problems o f  c u i t u r e .  

a(--- I n n i s  regarded  t h e  pe rvas ive  American monopoly of > 
I 

\knowledge a s  a  consp i racy  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  t r a d i t i o n  1 ,. 

\ 
and c r e a t i v e  thought  g e n e r a l l y  because  t h e  va lues  o f  bo th  

1 
/ consumption and s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  i n h i b i t e d  s p e c u l a t i v e  thought .  
L 

The t r e n d  among academics was toTtbecome a p a r t  o f  government 
j 

bureaucrac ies t1  and " the  kep t  c l a s s  o f  a u t o c r a c i e s .  1q43 Due t o  

t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  bus ines s  and p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  f o r  au tho r -  

i t a t i v e  academic s t a t e m e n t s ,  t h e  v a r i o u s  u n i v e r s i t i e s t  Boards 

o f  Governors '!have f e l t  compelled t o  l end  themselves  t o  t h e  

s y s t e m a t i c  rape  of s c h o l a r s h i p , l r  through t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  

nwi th  t h e  con ten t  o f  cou r se s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  



groups. . . 1144 Because of the nobsession with scholastic 

problems of reconciling dynamic and static theories,lt the 

commercial monopoly induced academics into studying 

riddles at the expense of critical th0u~ht.45 This result can 

be compared to the Church's monopoly of knowledge before print- 

ing which explored such fundamental considerations as angles 

and needles. In general, "the mechanization of modern society 

~ai i ipa i s  increasing interest in science and the machine, and 

attracts the best minds from the most difficult problems of 

western ci~iliaation.'~ The mechanization of knowledge had 

destrpyed learning by encouraging academic empires. Specializ- 

ed research became "less assimilable to students and more 

suitable to the demands of bureaucratic exhibitioni~m,~ and 

secondly the academic specialist fell into the arms of ad- 

ministration and learning and teaching were relegated to a 

secondary position. Although the post-World War Two period 

witnessed massive educational grants, "all across Canada 

there is an emphasis on buildings, courses, research in ap- 

plied science and money and a constant neglect of The 

bureaucratic university suffocated the human element. The 

search for awareness was lost amid a "concern with information" 

supported by the "text-book industry and other industries 

which might be described as information indu~tries.~4~ Aca- 

demic research and inquiry were n6t.adaptable to the format 

of text-books, because tho synthetic n a b u r o  of course texts 

inhibited independent thought and distorted original research. 



The s o c i a l  demands imposed o n ' t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  des t royed  i t s  -) 
h i s t o r i c  f u n c t i o n  because i n  t h e  name of  p r a c t i c a l  s c i e n c e  ) 
"she f o r g o t  t h a t  h e r  e x i s t e n c e  depended on t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  ) 
t r u t h  and n o t  on t ru th . l 1  

/' 48 I n n i s  thought  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r i s t y  

was doomed because ' lforce i s  no l o n g e r  concerned & i t h  t h e  

s c h o l a r ' s  p r o t e c t i o n  and i s  a c t i v e l y  engaged i n  shemes f o r  

h i s  des t ruc t ion . t149  The on ly  conc lus ion  which could be deduc- 

ed from i h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  was t h a t  '!in o u r  concern w i t h  t h e  

problems of  modern s cho la r shkp  we are f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  p rospec t  

of a new Dark Ages, It50 r ~ h e  s c i e n t i f i c  b i a s  o f  communication 

and t h e  p r o l i f e r a t i o n  of  in format ion  i n d u s t r i e s  s h a t t e r e d  

hopes f o r  academic creat iv i ty :  

"I' I n n i s  claimed t h a t  he was Itonly p r e s e n t i n g  a f o o t n o t e  

on t h e  work o f  Graham Wallas, l t  b u t  h i s  e f f o r t s  were j u s t i f i e d  

s i n c e  "it should  be s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  h i s  work was i n  

i t s e l f  i n h e r e n t l y  n e g l e c t e d ,  n51 llGraham Wallas po in t ed  t o  t h e  

d e c l i n e  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  w i t h  t h e  spread  o f  machine i n d u s t r y  and 

t o  t h e  emphasis on i n fo rma t ion  and f a c t s  a s  d e s t r u c t i v e  o f  

t h e  environment f o r  thought .n52 S i n c e  mechanized knowledge 

t h r e a t e n e d  t o  ex te rmina te  humanism, I n n i s  suppor ted t h e  count-  

e r i n g  b i a s  o f  t h e  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  which emphasized c o n t i n u i t y  

i n  t ime as opposed t o  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of s o c i a l  t ime by 

i n t e d  and e l e c t r i c a l  media, Modern me t ropo l i s e s  tended t o  

encourage "a widening of  t h e  range of r e c e p t i o n ,  s o  t h a t  l a r g e  

numbers r e c e i v e ,  bu t  a r e  unable t o  make any d i r e c t  response. ' l  

S ince  " those  on t h e  r e c e i v i n g  end of m a t e r i a l  from a  mechanized 



c e n t r a l  system a r e  precluded from p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  h e a l t h y ,  

v igo rous ,  and v i t a l  d i s c u ~ s i o n , ~ '  s o c i e t y  s u f f e r s  from an  

i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  p e n e t r a t e  s o c i a l  problems.53 

T h i s  cond i t i on  c o n t r a s t e d  most unfavourab ly  w i t h  t h e  i n t e g r a -  

t i v e  f u n c t i o n  of  t h e  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n .  " In  o r a l  i n t e r c o u r s e , "  

i n  I n n i s '  view, 'Ithe eye ,  e a r ,  and b r a i n ,  t h e  sense  and t h e  

B a c u l t i e s  a c t e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  busy co-operat ion and r i v a l r y - -  

each e i i c i t i n g ,  s t i m u l a t i n g ,  and supplament ing t h e  0 t h  e r .  "54 

The s t i m u l a t i o n  o f  many s e n s e s  helped t o  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  person- 

a l i t y  and t o  develop c r i t i c a l  f a c u l t i e s .  The d i s i n t e g r a t i v e  

e f f e c t s  o f  modern communication accen tua ted  p e r s o n a l  i s o l a t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t :  

t h e  exces se s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  r a t h e r  t h a n  
t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  have cha rac t -  
e r i z e d  t h e  s ch i zophren i a  of Western C i v i l i z a -  
t i on .55  

These e f f e c t s  were i n  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  " o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  which 

suppor ted  Greek s c e p t i c i s m  and evaded monopolies.. .  f 1 5 6  of  know- 

* G d g e .  The q u a l i t i e s  of t h e  o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  were d e a r l y  needed 

i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tury .  I n n i s  concluded t h a t  t h e  media 

o f  communication c r e a t e d  a s c i e n t i f i c  monopoly o f  knowledge 

which was d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  development of c h a r a c t e r  a t  which 

/ t h e  Greek o r a l  t r a d i t i o n  had been so  s u c c e s s f u l .  *. 
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CONCLUSION 

Relevance has  become t h e  motto of t h e  undergraduate  

u n i v e r s i t y .  During h i s  e a r l y  t r a v e l s  about  Canada, I n n i s  asked 

?lIs t h e  precambrian s h i e l d  c u l t u r a l y  a c u r s e ? " l  Th i s  

seemingly i r r e l e v a n t  query i s  a  paradox h e a v i l y  l aden  wi th  

i r o n y .  It p o i n t s  towards h i s  e a r l y  and cont inuous  humanist 
.- - 

inkerest i n  c u i ~ u r e .  Aitnougn l l l n n i s  relnalned th roughout  a - 
d i s c i p l e  of Adam Smith" and exuded t h e  l f c l a s s i c a l  l i b e r a l  

pass ion  f o r  $he i n d i v i d u a l , "  t h i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  humanist s t a n c e  

should  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from t h e  ba ld  s t a t emen t  t h a t  l l I n n i s  

was a ~ i b e r a l . " ~  To a rgue  t h a t  f o r  I n n i s  t h e r e  "had t o  be 

a Canadian Liberal ism. . ."  i s  t o  make h i s  work r e l e v a n t  

th rough  a c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o f  terms and t o  dehy h i s  humanist 

l e g a c y O 3  It i s  more a c c u r a t e  t o  t u r n  t o  John B a r t l a t  B rebne r l s  

conc lus ion  t h a t  " i n  a  more narrowly p o l i t i c a l  s ense ,  Lnnis  

was t h e  ph i losopher  l i b e r a l  con f ron t ing  a t r a n s v a l u a t i o n  of 

va lues .  n4 I n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  of  media, I n n i s  argued t h a t  t h e  

v a l u e s  o f  c l a s s i c a l  l i b e r a l i s m  were i r r e l e v a n t  because- t h e  

modern media o f  communication d i ssemina ted  t h e  ant i -humani tar-  

i a n  va lues  o f  t h e  pr ice-system and sc i ence .  

I t  i s  i r o n i c  t h a t  I n n i s t  q u e s t i o n  con ta ined  a g r a i n  

o f  t r u t h  which germinated i n t o  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  media o f  

commun2cation. Economic n a t i o n a l i s t s  who t o t e  o u t  I n n i s t  i d e a s  

eve ry  t ime t h e  U.S.A. glowers a t  Canada have seldom examined t h e  

c o r r u p t i d g  impact  Canadain s t a p l e s  have had on wes te rn  c u l t u r e ,  



They f a i l  t o  r e l a t e  I n n i s ?  communication t h e o r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r -  

l y  w i th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Canadian newspr in t ,  t o  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  

of wes te rn  c u l t u r e  because a s  n a t i o n a l i s t s  t h e y  cannot be- 

l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  "True North S t r o n g  and Free"  i s  a c u l t u r e  

cu r se .  I n n i s  con t inuous ly  cau t ioned  t h a t  t h e  eaonomics o f  

conse rva t ion  and f a i l u r e  have been ignored .  C e r t a i n l y ,  i n  

t h e s e  days o f  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  c r i s i s  i t  must be acknowledged 

tha$ Innis' warrifrigs about  ihe ilurnan e f f e c t s  of' rnaas consumer- 

ism--his c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  p r i c e  system studies--was one of t h e  

most o r i g i n a l  v iewpoin t s  of  h i s  gene ra t i on .  Subsequent Canadian 

economic h i s t o r i a n s  have been r emis s  by no t  f u r t h e r  d e f i n i n g  

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  a resoucce a r e a  and i t s  e x p l o i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  

i n d u s t r i a l  world. 

Perhaps I n n i s  a l s o  wished t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p re -  

cambrian format ion p i e r ced  t h e  North American c o n t i n e n t  down 

t o  t h e  Grea t  Lakes and t h e r e b y  c u t  o f f  French Canadians from 

t h e  i n t e r i o r  and i s o l a t e d  them i n  Quebec. Many Canadians who 

US@ I n n i s '  work t o  suppor t  arguments f o r  a  c e n t r a l i s t  Canada 

f a i l  t o  acknowledge t h a t  I n n i s  p r e sen t ed  Canada a s  a c u l t u r a l  

composite,  most n o t a b l y  i n  t h e  Indian-French-Anglo-American make- 

up of t h e  North West Company. The Lau ren t i an  Thes i s  no twi ths tand-  

i n g ,  I n n i s  observed t h a t  " t o  an impor tan t  e x t e n t  t h e  h i s t o r y  

o f  Canada has  been t h a t  o f  a  strugi; le  between French and G n g l i ~ h . ' ~  

His t heo ry  o f  communication has  p a t i c u l a r  r e l e v a n c e  i n  t h i s  

c o n t e x t ,  s i n c e  language d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  exacerba ted  by modern 

mechanical  r ep roduc t ion .  C e r t a i n l y  h i s  s t a t emen t  t h a t  " c u l t u r e  

and language have proved more powerful  t h a n  fo rce t t  l e a d s  t o  



t h e  conc lus ion  t h a t  Canada may n o t  l o n g  r e t a i n  i t s  p r e s e n t  

Fede ra l  s t r u c t u r e . 5  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s a y  I n n i s  was n o t  a 

n a t i o n a l i s t ,  Long b e f o r e  t h e  voyage of  t h e  t a n k e r   anha hat: 

t a n , "  he had concerned h imse l f  wi th  CanadaTs c la im t o  sov- 

e r e i g n t y  over  t h e  A r t i c  because o f  t h e  a t t i t u d e  of American 

r e s e a r c h e r s  who showed l i t t l e  s e n s i t i v i t y  " r ega rd ing  p o l i t i c a l  

boundar ies  and n a t i o n a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n s .  vr 6 
mi- 
A U ~  f i n a l  i r o n y  o f  i n n i s i  ques t i on  about  t h e  precam- 

b r i a n  s h i e l d ,  b e s i d e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  it should  be t aken  s e r -  

i o u s l y ,  i s  t h a t  it i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  sha l lowness  o f  t h e  argu- 

ments f o r  r e l evance .  Although he denied p r i c e  s t u d i e s  s i n c e  

t h e y  were permeated wi th  t h e  s ense  of  t h e  immediate, I n n i s T  

work became f a r  more " r e l e v a n t v  because h i s  method and b i a s  

gave h i s  q u e s t i o n s  human s i g n i f i c a n c e .  K e c a l l i n g  t h e  words 

he wrote wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  Veblen, "it i s  t h e  method of  ap- 

proach which must be s t ressed .117  M a r s h a l l  NcLuhan, who i s  

"p leased  t o  t h i n k  o f  fiid own book The Gutenberg Galaxy 

( U n i v e r s i t y  of  Toronto P r e s s ,  1962) a s  a f o o t n o t e  t o  t h e  obser -  

v a t i o n s  of I n n i ~ . , . ~  ha$ emphasized t h a t  t r l n n i s  t a u g h t  u s  how 

t o  use  t h e  b i a s  of  c u l t u r e  and communication as an i n s t rumen t  

o f  r e sea rch .  t t b  I n n i s  r e so lved  t h e  t h r e a t  posed t o  humanism by 

a  s o c i e t y  dominated by t e c h n o l o g i c a l  v a l u e s .  n o t  on ly  by r e -  

l a t i n g  technology t o  i d e a s ,  and by deve lop ing  a t h e o r y  of 

change caused by t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i nnova t ion ,  he a l s o  e l a b o r a t e d  

*a  t h e o r y  which could a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  va lues  o f  o t h e r  c u l t u r e s .  

However, h i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  humanist message remains uncommunicat- 



ed as he suggested i n  h i s  remark t h a t  "1 have long s i n c e  escap- 

ed from the i l l u s i o n  that people r ead  my  books.^^ 
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