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ABSTRACT 

The h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  coB@on man has &t to be u r i t t e n ,  

T h i s  thesis a t t e a t p t s  t o  begin t h a t  t a s k  b y  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  

material l e f t  b y  t h e  American common seaaten p r i s o n e f s  of war: 

i n  B r i t a i n  d u r i n g  t h e  B m e r i c a n  f e v o l u t i o a ,  The s e c o n d a r y  

l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t he  war f o r  A s e r i c a n  

i n d e p e n u e n c e  h a s  f a i l e d  to d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  t h e  

e x p e r i e n c e  of officers and t h a t  of t h e  comaaq s o l d i e r s  and 

seamen,  U s i n g  t h e  numerous diaries, journals, letters, 

p e t i t i o n s ,  a n d  r e ~ i n i s c e n c e s  of t h e  prisoners d u r i n g  the 

American r e v o l u t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  the British d o c u m e n t s  and 

o t h e r  c o n t e w p o r a r y  s c u r c e s ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  the ~ o a c l u s i o a  t h a t  

d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  between the d i f f e r e a t  c a p t i y e  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  

o f f i c e r  and  comoner was t r e a e n d o u s l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  E o r  a n  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  com~tan = a n  as  W E P I  as t h e  p z i s o n e r  of 

war i n  t h e  Amer ican  r e v o l u t i s a ,  

Essential p r e r e g u i s i t e s  f o r  uaders tand ing  t h e  o u t l o o k  

a n d  r e a c t i o n s  oi the A a e r i c a n  coaiaon seamen  p r i s o n e r s  of war 

sere t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  r e l a t i e n s h i p  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  navy t o g a r  d 

t h e  c o l o n i a l  seamen, t h e  l a c k  of o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for 

a d v a a c e a t e n t  i r r  c o l o n i a l  s o c i e t y ,  the manpawer needs o f  t h e  

B r i t i s h  i n  t h e  face o f  a n a v a l  war of  a t t r i t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  

iii 



u n c e r t a i n  l e g a l  s t a t u s  a s  g r i s o n e r  o r  r e b e l ,  The e x p a n s i o n  

of t h e  B r i t i s h  e ~ p i r e  n e c e s s i t a t e d  a n  e n l a r g e d  nawy with 

e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  d u t i e s ,  B r i t a i n  relied on t h e  a n c i e n t  

p r e r o g a t i v e  of i m p r e s s m e n t  t o  raise tbe n e e d e d  men* 

C o l o n i a l  s e a m e n  were eretapt f roop i rapxessment  i n  t h e o r y ,  

thongh h a r d l y  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  A l e g a c y  o f  r e s e n t a s a t  t o w a r d  

the B z i t i s h  n a v y  a n d  a t r a d i t i o n  of r e s i s t a n c e  aad d e s e r t i o n  

o n  t h e  part of t h e  c o l o n i a l  seamen  set the s t a g e  f o r  t h e i r  

l o y a l  s e r v i c e  on p r i v a t e e r s  i n  the war fo r  i s d e p e n d e n a e ,  

T h e  l a c k  of other opportunities for a d v a n c e m e n t  from the 

b o t t o a  s t r a t a  of c o l o n i a l  s o c i e t y  r e s u l t e d  i n  a s i d e  r a n g e  

of p e o p l e  trying t h e i r  hand a t  a l i f e  a t  sea, Aunavaf 

s l a v e s ,  I n d i a n s ,  a n d  Earmboys  j o i n e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o o l  of 

s e a b o a r d  c i t i z e n s ,  making t h e  g r o u p  of seamen  who f o u g h t  for 

a c h a n c e  t o  make t h e i r  f o r t u n e  a s  w e l l  a s  i n d e p e n d e n c e  

a n y t h i n g  b u t  a u n i f i e d  class o f  r a d i c a l  rebels. The  

t r a d i t i o n a l  * * p s i v a t e  v a t u s e n  a d  p r i v a t e e r  p r i z e  shares  

tended t o  g i v e  the c o a a o n  s e a a a n  t h e  l o o k  of t h e  a s p i r i n g  

p e t t y  e n t r e p r e n e u r  rather t h a n  working class a h l i t a n t ,  

A large number of t h e  s e a B e n  r a i s e d  t h r o u g h  

i m p r e s s m e n t  deserted B r i t i s h  s e r v i c e ,  c a u s i n g  a c o n t i n u a l  

s t r a i n  o n  B r i t a i n t s  a b i l i t y  to s u p p l y  crews f o r  the w a i t i n g  

v e s s e l s ,  A s  a p a r t i a l  s o l u t i o n  to t h i s  d i l e a m a ,  p r e s s u r e  

was b r o u g h t  to bear on c a p t u r e d  s e a m e n  to j o i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  



service, The a m b i g u i t y  over w h e t h e r  t h e s e  c a p t u r e d  seameu 

were t r a i t o r o u s  r e b e l s  o r  p r i s o n e r s  d e s e r v i n g  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  

of i n t e r n a t  i o n a i  p r e c e d e n t s  c c o c e r n i n g  tzea t m e n t  of 

p r i s o n e r s  of war was used a s  p a r t  o f  the British p r e s s u r i n g  

tactics, The p r i s o n e r  r e s g o a s e  was i ~ p r e s s i v e  i a  its 

f r e q u e n t  e s c a p e  a t t e n t p t s  and  low number of e n . l i s t i w n t s  i n t o  

B r i t i s h  s e r v i c e .  

B r i t i s h  r e l i a a c e  upcn t r a n s p u t a  t i o a  o f  c o n v i c e s  

o v e r s e a s  p r i o r  to  t h e  o u t b r e a k  of h o s t i l i t i e s  r e s n f t e d  i n  aa 

less t h a n  a d e q u a t e  f a c i t l i t i e s  b e i n g  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  prisoners 

of war and resorting t o  t h e  * t e m p o r a r y  e x p e d i e n t n  qf using 

h u l k s  o l  d e c o m i n i s s i o a e d  s h i p s  f o r  t h e i r  c o n f i n e m e n t ,  B h i l e  

B u l k s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  be  u s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  war, h o s p i t a l s  a n d  

b a r r a c k s  were c o n v e r t e d  t o  s e r v e  as the ~ a i a  d e p o t s  f o r  

B a e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  a t  Pf praioukh a n d  P o r t s n o u t f t ,  Wi th  

spacious g r o u n d s  and  r e l a t i v e l y  uncrowded b u i 2 d i n g s ,  t h e s e  

p r i s o n s  were g e n e r a l l y  h e a l  thy p l a c e s  of c o n f i n e ~ e a t ,  The 

l o w  d e a t h  r a t e  of t h e  prisoners confined i n  E n g l a n d  is b e s t  

a t t r i b n k e d  t o  t h e  efforts of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  %hense lves  t o  

o k t a i n  a d e q u a t e  f o o d  a n d  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t h e  suppport  t h e y  

r e c e i ~ e d  f r o a  s y m p a t h i z e r s  i n  B r i t a i n ,  T h e  role o f  the 

B a e r i c a n  yovernraen t  t h f o u g h  t h e  a g e n c y  o f  B e n j a a i n  F r a n k l i n  

i n  Prance h a s  b e e n  much o r e r r a t e d ,  T h e  a i d  p r o v i d e d  gas 

&ore i n  the f o r a  o f  e x t e o s i o n  o f  c r e d i t  t o  c o v e r  the e x p e n s e  



o f  escape t h a n  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  a h e a l t h y  regimen for  a f f  

t h o s e  r e m a i n i n g  i n  p r i s o n ,  E f f o r t s  made by F r a n k l i n  touafd 

e x p e d i t i n g  a n  exchange f a i l e d  repeatedly, 

C a n s i d e r a t i o n  of the h a r s h n e s s  o f  t h e  prisoa 

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  B r i t a i n  i n  t h e  Americaa R e v o l u t i o n  must  t ake  

i n t o  account t h e  t w o  vorfds o f  e x p e r i e n c e - - o f f i c e r  and 

common seaman, T h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  o f f i c i a l  B r i t i s h  

p o l  i c y  and  t h e  p r a c t i c e  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  is a l so  

i ~ p o r t a n t ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  c o a d i t i o n  o f  

t h e  p r i s o n e r s  was t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  f u n d s  r a i s e d  by 

h u m a n i t a r i a n s  and f r i e n d s  of t h e  Amer ican  cause, 

C o n c e n t r a t i o n  s o l e l y  o n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i s o g e r s  and 

c r e d i t i n g  t h e  low deatb r a t e  t o  e n l i g h t e n e d  British policy 

is  misgu ided ,  L i k e w i s e ,  a8 e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  c o a p i a i n t s  o f  

t h e  p r i s o n e r s  w i t h o u t  a n  analysis of t h e  changes i n  t h e i r  

c o n d i t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  gar l e a d s  t o  i n a c c u r a t e  

c o n c l u s i o n s ,  T h e  t rea tma& of p r i s o n e r s  of war s u s t  b e  

viewed i n  a l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  i n c l u d i n g  the need f o r  manpower 

by t h e  e x p a n d i n g  B r i t i s h  n a v y ,  t h e  c o n f  1 i y t iag  e c o n o m i c  

forces between B r i t a i n  a n d  t h e  c o l o n i e s ,  alwd t h e  t y p i c a l  j o b  

c o n d i t i o n s  of  t h e  seaman  i n  the e i g h t e e n t h  century- O q l y  i n  

c o m p r e h e n d i n g  t h e s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  d o e s  a n  a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  of 

t h e  common man b e g i n  t o  eBerge ,  
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T h e  h i s t o r y  o f  the p r i s o n e r  of war i n  the A m e r i c a n  

R ~ V O ~ U ~ ~ Q Z ~  is v e s y  much a r e c o r d  of t h e  common man- S i a p l y  

i n  terms of n u w b e r s ,  e n l i s t e d  s o l d i e r s  a n d  s a i l o r s  

c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  v a s t  m j o r i t y  of t h e  men Caken captive i n  

t h e  war of American indiependeace, T h e  h i s t o r y  of She cowon 

iaan i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e ~ o l u t i o n  h a s  yet t o  be m i t t e n ,  and, 

despite h i s  numerical i ~ p o r t a n c e  a s  p r i s o n e r  o f  war, he Bas 

n o t  b e e n  t h e  focus  of t h e  work d o n e  on prisoaers of war i n  

t h e  Amer ican  R e v o l u t i o n -  ( 3 )  T h i s  t h e s i s  is a n  attieapt t o  

b e g i n  t h e  t a s k  of w r i t i n g  t h a t  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  common Ban. 

When h i s t o r i a n s  have w r i t t e n  about the coaaon s o l d i e r  

o r  seama, they h a v e  u s u a l l y  been c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  h i s  

performance, 42) T h a t  is, the e m p h a s i s  has bees p laced  on 

s u c h  things a s  t h e  r e s u l t s  of b a t t l e s  and t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  of 

the navy-  T h i s  f o c u s  h a s  lef t  t h e  a c t o r s  i n  the d a r k ,  w i t h  

o n l y  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  deeds  i n  t h e  3. i g h t  02 h i s t o r y ,  O n e  of  

t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of shedd ing  fight on such ac tars  is t h e  

paucity of p r i m a r y  s o u r c e  ~ a t e r i a f  about them- T h e  p r i s o n e r  

i n  the Amer ican  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  war is a n  e x c e p t i o a  t o  t h e  

d i c t u m  t h a t  t h e  conmon man is coamon by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he 



l e f t  n o  material w i t h  v h i c h  the h i s t o r i a n  could work, T o  a 

s e n a r k a b l e  e x t e n t ,  f i r s t  hand s o u r c e s ,  i n  the form of 

diar i e s ,  letters, sopgs, and r e r t l i n i s c e n c e s ,  do e x i s t ,  (3) 

T h e  p r i s o n e r  of war i n  t h e  Amer ican  B e v o f u t i o n  i s  a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e v e a l i n g  t o p i c  of study b e c a u s e  o f  c e r t a i n  

a s p e c t s  0 2  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  v i e w  of gar: and i ts  

c a p t i v e s ,  Officers were c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h a v e  a bond o f  

honour ,  e v e n  though t h e y  ~ i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  o f f i c e r s  o f  a 

r e b e l l i o u s  c o l o n y  t h e  s o v e r e i g n  s t a t u s  o f  which  was n o t  o n l y  

u n r e c o g n i z e d  buk a l s o  a ~ a - j o r  i s s u e  of the c o n f f i c t -  When 

officers were not f o r  some r e a s o n  p e r m i t t e d  a parole  of 

honour ,  t h e y  were c o n f i n e d  s e p a r a t e l y  f r o a  t h e  common 

s o l d i e r s  and seaitken, P a s t  of the s e a s o n  f a r  s e p a r a t i o n  was 

a c o n c e r n  f o r  s e c u r i t y ,  It was f e a r e d  t h a t  officer c o a t a c t  

w i t h  coamon prisoners would h e 1  p t h e a  o r g a n i z e  e s c a p e  

a t t e m p t s  and s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  w i l l  to resist e n l i s t i n g  w i t h  

t h e  c a p t i v e  f o r c e s ,  

The s e p a r a t i o n  p o l i c y  had  s o a e  i ~ p q r t a n t  keseficial 

r e s u l t s  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i a n  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e x a m i n i n g  -the 

attitudes and a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  c o e m n e r  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  of 

h i s t o r y ,  u n c o m p l i c a t e d  b y  the direct i n f l u e n c e  02 h i s  

n b e t t e r s * g ,  t h e  com@Qn prisoner was l e f t  on h i s  o u a  to 

o r g a n i z e  d a i l y  r o u t i n e  a n d  prisoner r e g u l a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  

p a r a m e t e r s  set by the p r i m a  o f f i c i a l s ,  S i n c e ,  i n  t h e  

e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e s e  p r i s o n  r e g u l a t i o n s  were f e v  and 



seldom e n f o r c e d ,  t h e  l a t i t u d e  o p e n  t o  t h e  p r i s o n e r  was q u i t e  

wide, Due t o  t h e  r a a t u r e  of t h e  c c e f i n e m e n t  a n d  the l a c k  o f  

f a c i l i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  p r i s o n e r  of war, self- r e g u l a t i o n  

became t h e  @ o d e  o f  t h e  day,  W h i l e  t h i s  seented t o  

c o n c e n t r a t e  oa a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e s c a p e ,  t h e r e  was still p l e n t y  

o f  o p p o r t u n i t y  to %rite, study, a n d  m a n u f a c t u r e  h a n d i c r a f t s -  

S o a e  of t h e  B o r e  e d u c a t e d  seamen  t a u g h t  t h e i r  f e U o v  

p f i s o n e r s  t h e  f u n d a a e n t a l s  o f  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g ,  a a t h e a a  t ics ,  

and n a ~ i g a t i o n ,  Wi th  t h i s  new knowledge ,  some cosmon seaaien  

p r i s o n e r s  were a b l e  t o  keep d i a r i e s  t h a t  o t h e r w i s e  n e v e r  

would h a r e  existed,  in e x t r a o r d i n a r y  amount  of material 

r e p r e s e n t i n g  a c lass  o f  p e o p l e  who would n o t  h a v e  l e f t  t h e i r  

o e r s i o n  of h i s t o r y  f o r  p o s t e r i t y  is t h u s  still a v a i l a b k +  

Thus ,  fo r  o n e  b r i e f  p e r i o d  cf his tor,^ a t  leas%, it was n o t  

uncommon f o x  t h e  * c o a a o a  s a n m  to  leave w r i t t e n  h i s t o r i c a l  

r e c a r d s ,  

The c o n t e m p o r a r y  soarces are especialfy good for 

d e v e l o p i n g  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  

commonex i a  t h e  era of the American f e v o l u t i o n ,  The 

J o n a t h a n  H a s k i n s ,  C h a r l e s  Iferbert, G l i l L i a ~  Bussefl, aqd 

Wilfiam Widger  a c c o u n t s  of 8 i I l  prison were a l l  v r i t t e n  a t  

t h e  time of c o n f i n e m e n t ,  T h e r e  are, howeves,  weaknesses in 

t h e  p r i s o n e r  s o u r c e s ,  C o n t i n u i t y  o;f the p r i s o n  exper ie~ce  

is l a c k i n g  where  t h e r e  are  f e u  e x i s t i n g  s o u r c e s .  F o r t o a  

p r i s o n  i n  P o r t s a o u t h ,  E n g l a n d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  h a s  o n l y  b r i e f  

and i n a d e q u a t e  prisolaer s c u r c e  mte r ia f  for t h e  p a r s  1780 



t o  1783, The  t h o r o u g h  s o u r c e s  E o r  t h e  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  a t  

p o r t o n  show s i g n s  of ~ l a g i a r i s ~ ,  These instances were 

a p p a r e n t 1  y- a t t e ~ p t s  t o  f i Z f  g a p s  i n  a c c o u n t s  by borrowing 

f r o &  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r  j o u r n a l s  uhen they were t o  b e  

p u b l i s h e d ,  ( 4 )  

Pith o t h e r  s o u r c e s ,  t h e  b i a s  of t h e  a u t h o r s  h a v e  

r e s u l t e d  i n  i n t e n t i o n a l  a i s s t a t e ~ e n t s ,  Jeremiah l o f b u r n 3 s  

fist of Baericans i n  B i l l  p r i s o n ,  f o r  exa~ple, lists %any 

p r i s o n e r s  a s  h a v i n g  e s c a p e d  w h i l e  t h e  British g o v e r n m e n t  

d o c u a o n t s  h a v e  the& %l i s t ed  as  e n t e r i n g  t h e  R o y a l  Navy- 15) 

S a ~ u e l  C u t l e r 1  s j o u r n a l  s am? t i&es  s y n t h e s i z e s  opinions of 

other p r i s o n e r s ,  On his f i r s t  day i n  Hill p r i s o a ,  for 

exarrrple, h e  made a ccfndeltlnation of c o n d f t i o a s  Ohat c o u l d  not 

B e  b a s e d  o n  h i s  own e x p e r i e n c e s ,  [dl  T h e  j ou rna l  c r e d i t e d  t o  

T i a o t h y  C o n a o r  by- i ts  editor, William R, C u t t e r ,  o f f e r s  no 

p o s i t i ~ e  proof t h a t  i t  i n  f a c t  b e l o n g s  t o  Connor, T h u s ,  it 

is d i f f i c u l t  to c o r r e l a t e  any  background aaterial  on C o n a o r  

w i t h  t h e  v i e w s  se t  f o r t h  i n  the journal, Soate of W i l l i a m  

W i d g e r a s  d i a r y  is l o s t ,  &e e n t e r e d  B i l l  pr ison,  Plyrtloukh, 

England, on May 10, 3779, and was i n  a s  l a t e  a s  J a n u a r y ,  

1782, b u t  o n l y  the porticp of h i s  diary c o s e r i q g  3 J a n u a r y  

t o  5 December, 1783, r e m a i n s ,  Ethan A l l e n l s  a c c o u n t  of h i s  

prison e x p e r i e n c e s  inust be viewed s e f y  c a u t i o u s l y  b e c a u s e  of 

its p r o p a g a n d i s t i c  i n t e n t ,  a p p e a r i n g  a s  it d i d  in s e r i a l  



form in 3379-  17) T h e  j o u r n a l s  of  E t h a n  A l l e n  a n d  o t h e r  

captured o f f i c e r s ,  while c e r t a i n l y  n o t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  

c m m o n  Ban, are v a l u a b l e  f o r  the d e s c r i p t i o n s  they g i v e  of 

t h e i r  f e l l o w  p r i s o n e r s .  

A n o t h e r  p rob lex i  w i t h  t h e  s o u r c e s  i s  t h e  e d i t i n g  t h a t  

they h a v e  undergone  o v e r  the y e a r s ,  Wiiliaa B u s s e l l a s  

journal h a s  b e e n  d r a s t i c a l l y  e d i t e d  by R a l p h  Dt P a i n e ,  

There are o n l y  t h i r t e e n  e n t r i e s  f o r  f h e  g e a r  3780 i n  h i s  

edition- f 8 )  

Some of the p r i s o n e r  a c c o u n t s  are  reminiscences and  

therefore s u f f e r  froa f a i l u r e s  of Bemory and t h e  p e r c e p t i o n s  

o f  hindsight, J o s h u a  B a r n e y t  s r e c o l l l e c t i o n s  a re  s c a n t y  a n d  

Andrew Sherburae's  m e s o i r s  Here v r i t t e n  f a r  the b e n e f i t  of 

his g r a n d c h i Z d r e n  f i f t y  y e a r s  a f t e r  h i s  i ~ p r i s o n m e a t  and 

i n c l u d e  sage ~ i s s t a t e ~ e n t s  of fact, (9) 

T h e  o f f i c i a l  d o c u m e n t s  of t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  c o n c e r n e d  

a l s o  offer c o n s i d e r a b i e  i n f o r ~ a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  

v h i c h  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  found t h e ~ s e l v e s ,  Both sides i n  the 

s t r u g g l e  set u p  departaents to d e a l  with t h e  p r i s o n e r  o f  war 

i s s u e .  C o m ~ i s s a r i e s  f o r  p r i s o n e r s  were a p p o i n t e d  fo r  t h e  

araay a n d  naval.  p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e i r  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  o f f i c e s  set u p  

at the c o l o n i a L  l e v e l .  In B r i t a i n ,  The Corrtmission of Sick 



and Hurt Seamen was g i v e n  the t a s k  of o v e f s e e i a t g  t h e  

Araerican p r i s o n e r s ,  A t  each prison, agents were a s s i g n e d  t o  

l o o k  a f t e r  t h e  u e l f a r e  of t h e  capt ives  by d i s b a r s i n g  what 

f n n d s  and provisions were a v a i l a b l e ,  A11 of these 

a c t i v i t i e s  i n v o l v e d  complicated networks of c o r r e s p o n d e p c e ,  

Huch of t h i s  material  has snrvirrea, Taken with the prisoner 

a c c o u n t s ,  and checked againsk other conteapocary sources, 

they offer the historian sufficient sa ter ia l  to arrive a t  a 

compreheasive picture od the prisoner o f  war i n  t h e  America@ 

Bevolukion, f 30) 



(1)  Por a r e v i e w  of the L i t e r a t u r e  on  p r i s o n e r s  of 
war i n  t h e  Amer ican  B e v o f u t i o n ,  see Appendix. 

(2)  Edsrard C, P a p e n f u s e  and G ~ e g o r y  A, S t i v s r s o n ,  
WGeneral s ~ a f l v o o d ~ s  B e c r u i t s :  T h e  P e a c e t h e  C a r e e r  o f  t h e  
  evolutionary War P r i v a t e , "  WILLIAH ABD B A f  Y QUBRT.EBbY 30 
( J a n u a r y  1973) : 317-1 18  n -  2, 

(3) S o u r c e s  on B i l l  p r i s o n ,  P lymouth ,  Eagland, a r e  
J o s h u a  Barney,  B BIOGRAPHICAL BEMOZR OF COBMODOBE J O S H U A  
BARNEY, e d i t e d  by Bar]! Barney, (Boston: Gray a n d  Bower, 
1832) ;  J e r e m i a h  G a l b u r n ,  List of t h e  Bmricans C o g m i t i e d  
t o  Q l d  a i l 1  P r i s o n  s i n c e  t h e  Aaericaa Ear, t* NEW ENGLAMD 
HISTORICAL 6 G E N E A L O G I C A L  3EGXSTEB 35) (1863) : 74-75, 136-34'1, 
209-2134 S a m e 1  C u t l e r ,  * * P r i s o n  S h i p s ,  a n d  t h e  O l d  B i l l  
P r i s o n ,  Plymouth,  England,  1 7 7 P  N W  E P G L B B D  Bf STORICAL E 
GENEALOGICAL BEGZSTER 32 (18?5):U2-$4, 18Q-388, 305-308, 
395-398; E b a s l e s  H e r b e r t ,  A RELIC 04 THE REVOLUTION, 
{Boston: C h a r l e s  H -  P e i r c e ,  1847) ; Wiflialtl  Russell, 
" J o u r n a l , "  in P a i n e ' s  SHIPS AND S B f L O R S  OF OLD SALEM; Andrew 
S h e c b u r n e ,  #Ei?lDIBS O F  ANCREP SHEBBUPNE, B PENSIONEP OF THE 
MBVY OF THE REVOLUTION, iUtica, N e w  Yorkz ~ i l f i a ~ s ,  1828; 
r e p f i a t  ed,, f r e e p o r t  N =  Y1, Books f o r  L i b r a r i e s  P r e s s ,  
l97Cl) ; William B i d g e r ,  '*eOill P r i s o n  i3 ia rygS E S S E B  IPSSITFTE 
HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 73  i O c t o b e r  3  937) : 33 l-3&7, 74 
[ J a n u a r y  1938) :22-48, 1Q2-358, Ano the r  s o u r c e ,  u n a v a i l a b l e  
t o  t h i s  a u t h o r ,  i s  George  Ralls, nAccount  o f  C a p t i v i t y  i n  

R e v o l u t i o n a r y  M a n u s c r i p t s ,  tJew Hork B i s t o r i ~ a f  
S o c i e t y  L i b r a r y ,  N e w  York C i t y -  John K, Alexande r ,  
"*American P r i v a t e e r s n ~ n  i n  t h e  H i l l  P r i s o n  d u r i n g  
1777- 1782* : an E v a l ~ a t i o n , ' ~  ESSEX INSTITUTE HISTORICAL 
C85LECTf OWS 302 ( O c t o b e r  1966) : 32 1, d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  a s  an 
l l e x t r e ~ e l y  brief d i s p o s i t i c n , * j  For b i o g r a p h i c a l  inf o r ~ a t i o n  
on S h e r b u r n e ,  see S i d n e y  G, aorse, z*The P a n t e e  P r i v a t e e r s m a n  
o f  1776," NEP EHGLAND QUABZBRLY 1 7  (Elarch 1949) : 22-73, 
S o u r c e s  o n  F o r t o n  P r i s o n ,  Por t s a o u t h ,  Eng land  a re  J o n a t h a n  
C a r p e n t e r ,  wDiary ,m VEBHOBT HfSTOBICIL SQCfETP PBOCEEDfHGS 
( 38722) : 43-69; T i m t  hy Comer, "A Yankee p r i  v a t e e r s a a n  i n  
P r i s o n  i n  England ,  1777-1779," e d i t e d  by H i f l i a s  8, C u t t e r ,  
N'EW ENGLAND H f S T O R f C B L  G GEMEAEOGfCAZ REGISTI38 30 
(1874)  : l74- l37 ,  342-352; 3 3  (1 E75) : 18-20, 212-2 13, 282-288; 
32 (1876):70-73, 155-168, 281-286; 33 [1827):36-41; 
M a t h a n i e l  Fann ing ,  F A N H I N G I S  WBfEATf YE: BEING THE REMOIBS OF 
NATHAPIEL PANBEPG, A N  O P f  ZFCEf OF THE REVOLU'PIONAPY EIAVY, 



1378-1783, ed, by J o h n  S, B a r n e s  ( H e w  York: The  Be Vinne 
P r e s s ,  1912; George Thompson, WDiary o f  George Thompson of 
Newbury-port ,  k e p t  a t  Portcra p r i s o n ,  E l g l a n d ,  3777- 1781 , I *  

ESSSX IMY+l!IFUTE HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 75 ( J u l y  
1940) : 221-242, F o r  b i o g r a p h i c a l  i n f o r m a t i a n  on S a t h a n i e l  
~ a a n i n g  and his b r o t h e r s  who were a l s o  p r i s o n e r s  of war, see 
~ a r n n i n g ~ s  HARRATIYE, ppt x v i i i ,  217-221, 

(4) For a t h o r o u g h  analysis 0% t h e  p l a g i a r i s m  issue 
and how the s o u r c e s  can b e  o i e u e d  a s  "one l e g i t i m a t e  
s o u f c e J + ,  see John  K, Alexande r ,  " P o r t o n  P r i s o n  Dur ing  t h e  
Amrican RevoLutioa: B Case Study of B r i t i i s h  P r i s o n e r  of War 
P o l i c y  and the American P r i s o n e r  Besponse  t o  t h a t  Poticy,3* 
ESSEX INSTITUTE H I S T O R I C A L  COL'tfC'fXOIS tQ3  4October  
1967) 2365-365 n- 4, S e e  &so his d i s c u s s i o n  of the  p r o b l e ~ a s  
i n  "Jonathan H a s k i n s *  B i l l  P r i s o n  * D i a r y 5 :  Can S t  B e  
Accep t ed  A t  F a c e  V a l u e P  HEW ENGLAND QUARSEBLY 40 (Deceaber 
1967) : 561-564, and r3Bvafuation, pp, 322-326, 

( 6 )  C u t l e r ,  ' * Journa l , "  p, 186, 

(7) George  Carey, "Songs of 3 q c k  Tar i n  the Darbies," 
J O U B I B L  OF AMEBICAN PE)LKL03aE 85 (April-Jnae 1972)  : 168; 
Alexande r ,  mEvaXuat ion ,yg  p. 325  a, Q8; Widger, #E!iil P r i s o n  
D ia ry ,*  73 f3937):311-347; 74 (1938):22-18, 342-58; John 
D i t s k y ,  @The Yankee Insolence of Ethan Al len , "  CABADIBI 
azvrm G F  s x m w a t ;  STUDIES 1 (Spr ing  197122, p- 36- 

(8) P a i n e ,  SHIPS AN D  SAXZOBS O f  OLD SALeB, pp, 
325-32- P a i n e  also includes a letter fro@ Busse l l  w r i t t e n  
~ I B  1780, 

19) Alexande r ,  mErrafuat ion,*3 pp, 327-8, and 
S h e r b u r n e ,  BEHOIBS, p, 83, 

130) T h e  Co in~ i s s i ca  of S i c k  and H u r t  Seanrtea {CSHS) 
had r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for  t h e  care o f  l m e r i c a n  n a v a l  p r i s o a e r s  
i n  B r i t a i n .  The CSBS r e p o r t e d  t o  the L o r d s  of t h e  
Admiralty, T h e  corara i ss ioners  corresponrPence t o  t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of the ~ d f a i r a l t y  is l o c a t e d  ie Estry Books, s t o r e d  
in t h e  ~ u b l i c  Becord O f f i c e ,  London, Eng land ,  unde r  
Bdatrafty 98, books 1 to 14, The a a t e r i a f  o r i g i n a t i n g  froa 
the Lords  of t h e  A d n i r a l t y  is k e p t  i n  the  ~ l a t i o n a l  a a r i t i n e  
a u s e u ~ ,  ~ r e e n v i c h ,  Engf and, t h e  v o l a a e  f o r  1777- 1780 is 
titled Bd/E/YD& a n d  t h a t  f o r  1781-1783, Ad/&/UOS, L e t t e r s  
t o  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  r e l a t i n g  t o  l a v a 1  a f f a i r s  a re  
Located i n  vo lumes  42  t h r o u g h  57  of the S t a t e  P a p e r s  



(~0Etesii.c: ~ a v a l )  ia the P u b l i c  Record O f  • ’ i c e ,  They w i U  
h e r e a f t e r  C e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  S,P, 42/57, The i a t e r n a l  
fe t te rs  of t h e  A d m i r a l t y  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Public Record 
of tlce, u n d e r  Hone Off ice, C o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and P a p e r s ,  
~ e p a r t a e n t a l :  ~ d m i r a l t y ,  a o l u ~ e  28, T h e y  v i l l  s u b s e q u e n t l y  
be r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  8.0- 28, The House of Lords  Becord O f f i c e  
has a " P e t i t i o n  of Upwards o f  two h u n d r e d  A a e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  
c o n f i n e d  i n   ill P r i s o n  a t  Plymouth," dated 79 J u n e  3781, 
The Public ~ e c o r d  Of • ’ i c e  a l s o  h o l d s  B u s t e r  books  of B r i t i s h  
vessels  a n d  i n  s o g e  of t h e s e  a r e  r e c o r d e d  t h e  n a a e s  o f  
p r i s o n e r s ,  t h e  a l l o w a n c e  g i v e n  them, and t h e i r  d i s p o s i t i o n ,  
See, for exaaple ,  t h e  Mus te r  Book f o r  H,H,S, HUSSBR i n  
a d m i r a l t y  H u s t e r  Books, S e r i e s  1, 8030- O t h e r  l o g  books  
relate details of c a p t u r e s ,  For exaapfs, see Bdmirafby,  
Accotlntall t  ~ e n e r a l ~ s  t tepar tnaent  Log Books, Ad, 52 No, 2127 
~ o o k  4 ,  pp,. 28-29, The aost i a p o r t a a t  of t h e  con tempora ry  

. sources is u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  uork of J o h n  Houard, whose t o u r s  
of p e n a l  s y s t e a s  t h r o u g h o u t  Eu rope  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  f i rs t  
comprehens ive  a n a l y s i s  of t r e a t m e n t  of p r i s o n e r s  and,  by  
c o i n c i d e a c e ,  of p r i s o n e r s  of war, See John  Howard, THE 
STATE OF THE PRISOMS IN EBfLBBD AMD OALES, PXTB PBfLXH61ABY 
OBSBRV1T1OUSf AND A N  BCCQUWT OF S O B E  FOfQXfGM PRfSONS AND 
HOSPTTALS, 4 t h  ed,, (London;: J, Johnson ,  E, ~ilxp, and  T, 
CadeP1, 1792) - F o r  a n  a c c o u n t  of J o h n  Houard, see Uil l iana  
E, Hart, AM APPBECIBTION CE JOElN HOHBBD, (St, John, New 
Brnnsuick:  L i n g l e y ,  I959f  - See a l s o  R, RingsOan Box, BB, 
J0H8 PDTHEBGILL E HIS FRIENDS: CHBPTE8S IN EPGHTEEBTB 
CEBITUBY LIFE, {London: Macet i l lan G Eo, Ltd,, f g l g ) ,  and  Elax 
Gruenbut ,  PEZAL 2EFOaK A C G f i P A B A P I V E  STUDY, (8xf  ord: 
C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  1988).  pp., 31-35, The Boston  GAPEITTE began 
a list of c a p t u r e d  c o l o n i a l  p r i s o n e r s  i n  its J u n e  24, 1782, 
isso&. The Pist was c o m p l e t e d  o v e r  t h e  folfowing two issues 
and  is a n  e x c e l l e n t  source f o r  c o m p a r i s o a  of t h e  i n f  o r a a t i o ~  
found i n  the p r i s o ~ e r s *  d i a r i e s ,  See Afexander, avf lask ins t  
*Dia ryJ , "  p, SfiU n, 30, and Alexande r ,  *Evalnationr,* p, 366, 

I; 
B l e t te r  t o  Henry L a u r e n s  c o n t a i n s  a list o f  p r i s o n e r s  of 

I war a t  B i l l ,  d a t e d  Harch 8 ,  3782, sere J o h n  Green,  mAIolerican 
letterOtr SOUTH EBROLXNA HZSTORICAE BPGBZINE 10 t A p r i l  

f P / ~ B F E E / B  IE & l C C  AC PCBDPOC , f E 1782; CBGCAlE J F  E G/EEE,B 

f 19Q9):116-124. JereIoliah Colburn, * A  L i s t  of t h e  Amer icans  
F Committed to Old &ill P r i s c n  Since t h e  A m x i c a n  War,If I B W  

E ~ G L A N D  BISTDRICM, G GENEALOGfCBL AEGISTEB 39 2744-75, 
136-341, 209-213, h a s  t h e  s a a e  list, H e r b e r t  coaapiled a 
list of Anaericans i n  B i l l  as o f  F e b r u a r y  '3, 3 4 7 9 ,  S e e  
Barion and Jack Kaminkou, BBRINERS OP THE AEERICAN 
~ ~ V O L U T I O H ,  fBal.t5faore, flaxyland: Eagna C b a r t a  Book Co,, 
19673, pp. xv-xsi ,  f o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  0 5  material iq the 
B r i t i s h  a r c h i v e s  t h a t  h a s  y e t  t o  be fouad, 



CHBPTEB f f  

THE BRITISH N A V Y  AND THE CDLOHTAL S E A B A N  

T o  c o ~ p r e h e n d  f u l l y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  Raerican 

conawn seamen p r i s o n e r s  of war f a c e d  and their reaction to 

captivity, one must examine t h e  ro l e  of the B r i t i s h  navy,  

t h e  nature of the  war, the B r i t i s h  p r i s o n  s y s t e s ,  and t h e  

Legal status of prisoners of war, To t a k e  a narrorer focus 

vould lead t o  a i s i n t e ~ p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  h a s d s h i p s  the seamen 

faced anu t h e  context of their r e s p o a s e ,  For baskance, 

e x a e i n i n g  p r i s o n  r a t i o n s  w i t h o u t  c o ~ p a r i n g  the& to r a t i o n s  

i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  navy v o u l d  be m i s l e a d i n g ,  S i a i l a r l y ,  

comparing t h e  i z t c i d e ~ c e  of c o l o n i a l  p r i s o n e r s J  escapes w i t h  

theif e n l i s t ~ e n t  i n  t h e  British navy w i t h o u t  i n y e s k i g a t i n g  

both t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  role of t h e  B r i t i s h  navy a s  the o p p r e s s o r  

of their r i g h t s  and p r i v i l e g e s ,  and %he security of  t h e  

B r i t i s h  p r i s o n s ,  aoufd l e a d  t o  i n a c c u r a t e  c o n e 1  u s i o a s -  The 

folAowing chaptefs d e a l  u i f h  t h e  s~ature of the uar, the 

s t a t u s  of p r i s o n e r s  of war, aed t h e  B r i t i s h  prison Systeiu, 

before the p r i s o n e r  experience i n  B r i t a i n  is examined, % h i s  

chapter is concerned w i t h  the r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  B r i t i s h  

B a v ~  t o  the co2oaial s e a a e n  i n  the decades p r e c e d i n g  t h e  

Outbreak of the war for ~ a e r i c a n  independence,  



T h e  s i n g l e  lnost i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  

livelihood of seamen i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  was t h e  

growth of sea trade, The size a n d  r o l e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  navy  

expanded c o n c o a i t a n t l y ,  Uhile serving a s  p r o t e c t o r  of 

British t r aae ,  t h e  n a v y  did n o t  p r o t e c t  t h e  r t terchant  seamen,  

T h r o u g h  i f a p r e s s a e n t ,  c o r r u p t i o n ,  h a r s h  c o @ i t i o n s ,  a n d  10% 

pap, t h e  navy b e c a a e  a n a t h e a a  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  Jack T a r ,  

P a r l i a m e n t  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of the navy a s  

the f o u n d a t i o n  of t h e  e a p i r e ,  and  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  its growth 

i n  size and i ~ p o r t a n c e  r e q u i r e d  more men a51 t h e  time, To 

keep  the s u p p l y  of trained seamen increasing with t h e  g r o w t h  

of t h e  c o u n t r y S s  naval  needs, i n  1598 Parliament p a s s e d  a n  

a c t  r e q u i r i n g  m a s t e r s  of E n g l i s h  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s  t o  t r a i n  

i n e x p e r i e n c e d  semen by r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t w e n t y  p e r c e n t  o f  

crews b e  coraposed of novicros, [ I )  

n i t h  the b e g i n n i n g  od the war and the need f o r  r a p i d  

e x p a n s i o n  of the size of t h e  n a v y  a s d  c o n s e q u e n t  s h o r t a g e  of 

searnen, new n e a s u r e s  were t a k e n ,  The s t a t u t e  p r o t e c t i n g  

American sealgen fro@ Hapressmeat (6 Bane, c. 3 7 ,  s- 37) had 

been s u p e r c e d e d  in p r a c t i c e  d u r i n g  p r e v i o u s  wass b u t  was 

v o i d e d  in 7775 by 15 G e o r g e  fZf, c, 34, s- 19- E a r l y  

in 1776, P a r l i a m e n t  p a s s e d  a n  a c t  p e r o i t t i n g  f o r e i g n  seamen 



to  compr i se  two-thirds cf t h e  crew of E n g l i s h  merchant 

v e s s e l s ,  Volunteers were called and t h e  p r e s s  

intensified, $ 2 )  

If t h e  nayy c o u l d  have r e t a i n e d  the men r a i s e d  for 

service, t h e  systegi would have proved quite adequats, b u t  

the unpopular  na ture  of c i v i l  war, the hardsh ip  oS nalraf 

service i n  c o n t r a s t  to merchant or p r i v a t e e r i n q  life, and 

the a b u s e s  o f  the irrrpressaent s y s t e m  itself r e s u l t e d  i n  a 

constant flow of men out of: the navy, 13) Probably the aost 

i ~ p o r t a n t  r e a s o n  gas the  c o a p e t i t i o a  f o r  seamen by t h e  

merchant fleet, gages r e a c h e d  t r i p f ~  t h e  pay offered by the 

navy, The navy board eveo pa id  s e a a e n  i n  army v i c t u a l l e r s  

laore than  d o u b l e  t h e  p a y  i a  the navy, 14) The o p p o r t u n i t y  to 

receive a l a r g e  share of p r i z e  money above  and beyond noraa l  

wages was a s t r o n g  i n c e s l t i v e  t o  serm on a privateer, T k e  

l i r a i t e d  d u r a t i o n  of t h e  average voyage and lax  discipline on 

p s i v a t e e r s  compared f a v o u r a b l y  to that in t h e  navy, 

That  t h e r e  was no s t a t e d  p e r i o d  o f  e n l i s t m e n t  i n  t h e  

Barry a g g r a v a t e d  t h e  seaman, The aan v i t h  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  

a t  honie c o u l d  n o t  meet t h e a  because of t h e  u n c e r t a i n t y  of 

When he might return,  Thg fear of d e s e r t i o n  l e d  t o  ~ e a s n r e s  



t h a t  a l s o  caused  it, S h i p s *  captains d e n i e d  liberty t o  

, t h e i r  raeg for fear of runaaays, P a y s e n t  of wages was 

d e l a y e d  for extended p e r i o d s  i n  t h e  hope that  t h o s e  w i th  pay 

due would be less l i k e l y  tc run, Seamen would a l s o  lase  

this backpay owed the@ vhen accouats were not settled before 

they v e r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  a new s h i p ,  t5)  Rarsfi measuf es Here 

t h e  result of a shortage od Ben and the fear of l o s i n g  those 

the navy had t h r o u g h  d e s e r t i o n ,  Try ing  to solive t h e  onanning 

problea by coercion resulted i n  c ore desertion, 46) T h e s e  

factors  a l o n g  w i t h  an inefficient adainistration caused 

twice as many men to be r a i s e d  for s e r v i c e  a s  @ere i n  

s e r v i c e  a t  t h e  peak level of the war, 

Landsmen for s e r v i c e  ia the B r i t i s h  navy c a w  from 

the sage places as axmf recruits, They v e r e  e a l i s t e d  

through t h e  carrot-and-stick of bounties and coapulsion- 

V h e p  included debtors, c o n v i c t e d  fefons and n e ' e r - d o - w e l l s  

s h i p p e d  off as  quota iaen by corporations and P a r i s h  

C o u n c i l s ,  * 47) 

Xapressraent was an aacieat,  feudal p r e r o g a t i v e  of t h e  

Crown, b r o u g h t  up t o  d a t e  and l e g a l i z e d  i n  a  series of ac t s  

o•’ Parfiaaent i n  the first d e c a d e  of the eighteenth century .  



g h i l e  these ac t s  g a v e  the aaval s e r v i c e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  to 

take men a g a i n s t  their w i l l ,  t h e y  a l s o  g r a n t e d  p r o t e c k i o n  to 

c e r t a i n  g r o u p s ,  For e x a ~ l p f e ,  young seaBen under e i g h t e e n  

and a p p r e n t i c e s  were sxeoagt- The power to inapress gas 

delegated to s e v e r a l  different a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n c f n d i n g  every 

s h i p  captain, I n  wartime, the primasy agency uas t h e  

i a p r e s s  s e r v i c e ,  The p r e s s  gangs were t h e  aa io  arm of t h i s  

s e r v i c e ,  Though n o t o r i o u s ,  t h e  p r e s s  gang had a Bore 

difficult t i a e  collecting seamen dispersed i n  port than t h e  

naval kranch of t h e  p r e s s .  

A f leet  of c u t t e r s  w a i t e d  at t h e  south of the harbour 

fa incoming merchant vessels- Each s h i p  was s e a r c h e d  for 

s e a B e n  h i d i n g  f rain t h e  p r e s s ,  Merchant c a p a a i n s  a t ten ipted  

to p r o t e c t  t h e i r  a b l e s t  men by listing some a s  dead or 

runaways  so  t h a t  t h e  gang would n o t  know t h e  e x a c t  auaber on 

board, f E the p r e s s  l e f t  the vessel with too feu hands to 

~ a k e  h a r b o u ~ ,  the c u t t e r  would p r o v i d e  t h e  d e f i c i e n c y  with a 

p a r t 2  of "&en i n  lieu,** They were local fisheraea or 

f ongsboreaen e & p f o g e d  just for this purpose- Berchants  

would also ary to save t h e i r  crews fsoa the p r e s s  by 

s n u g g l i n g  tbeln ashore before r e a c h i n g  port, replacing them 

with Longshoremen and  them who h e l d  p r o t e c t i o n s ,  (8) The 

e a g e r n e s s  of t h e  press boat was revealed  hen John P a u l  



Jones  c r u i s e d  ofl t h e  S c o t t i s h  coast, One of his f i r s t  

c a p t u r e s  was a b o a t  sent with a gang t o  p r e s s  from t h e  

RANGERes crew, (9) 

The  system o f  iapressment uas an i m p o r t a n t  cause of 

d e s e ~ t i o n ,  T h e  i a p r e s s  service raised h a l f  t h e  men who 

s e r v e d  i n  t h e  navp, Another t h i r d  were p r e s s e d  d i r e c t l y  

from ships by the navp w a r s h i p s  atte~pting to reach f u l l  

c o m p l i m e n t  before l e a v i n g  harbour.  The rest volunteered at 

the s h i p s .  (30) 

Of those brought in by t h e  press s e s v i c o ,  t u o - t h i r d s  

r e c e i v e d  t h e  v o l  unteer s bouat  y, Zt is e n l i g h t e n i n g  t h a t  

a l l ,  faced w i t h  the i n t i m i d a t i o n  of t h e  p r e s s  gang, d i d  n o t  

make *'the b e s t  of a h a d  situation** and t*voltunteer,13 g e t t i n g  . 

t h e  e x t r a  monep a s  a bonus, %hen s o a e o n e  was c o n f r o n t e d  by 

the p r e s s  gang, he %as offered t h e  chaace t o  aroluateer- "Pi 

h e  a c c e p t e d ,  h e  was later p a i d  t h e  bounty-  aany  seaBen 

preferred to be p r e s s e d  aad t o  refuse t h e  k i n g i s  shilling, 

since t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  b e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  desertion s h o u l d  t h e y  

flee and faten: b e  caught,# To a c e r t a i n  degree this refusal 

t o  v o l u n t e e r  uas a t a c i t  s t a t e a e n t  of i n t e n t  t o  f lee and 

c l o u d e d  the h o p e s  of the saval a d a i n i s t r a t i o a  to  k e e p  a 

large p e r c e n t a g e  of t h o s e  brought  i n t o  s e r v i c e ,  (31)  



T h e r e  were many a b u s e s  of t h e  i m p r e s s m e n t  power, I t  

was u s e d  a s  p u n i s h m e n t  f o r  a c c i d e n t s  and p o o r  p e r f o r m a n c e  a t  

sea, T h e  p r e s s  gang also n s e d  its s t r e n g t h  against labour 

m i l i t a n c y  a n d  v i o l a t e d  t h e  law i n  search  of s a i l o r s ,  T h e  

p u n i s h ~ e n t  fo r  running  into a B r i t i s h  s h i p  was t h e  l o s s  of 

f o u r  men t o  the damaged navy v e s s e l ,  B B r i t i s h  convoy  

v e s s e l  w o u l d  t a k e  two Ben a s  penalty f o r  not k e e p i n g  up o r  

s t r a y i n g  from t h e  convoy,  The press would harass f i s h e r m e n  

vben t h e y  r e t u s e d  t o  a c t  a s  men i n  lieu, a f o r m  of s t r i k e  

breaking, T h e  p r e s s  gang would a l s o  h e l p  out bg s e r v i n g  

anti-riot duty, I n  at leas t  o n e  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  p s e s s  g a n g  

c a u s e d  a r io t ,  knowing t h e  s a i l o r s  ia t h e  area would  coae 

o u t  t o  s e k t l e  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  (12) 

Rules  r e g u l a t i n g  i a @ r e s s m e n t  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s  were 

g e n e r a l l y  i g n o r e d  due t o  the  l a c k  o f  a c c o n n t a b i l i t y ,  given 

the d i s t a n c e  frata the a u t h o r i t i e s  b a c k  i n  Britain. Even 

though t h e  B e t  f o r  E n c o u r a g e ~ e n t  of t h e  T r a d e  t o  A n e r i c a  

i n c l u d e d  a c l a u s e  p r o h i b i t i n g  i s p r e s s w a t  i n  the c o l o n i e s  (6 

Anne, c, 37, p, 13) , t h e r e  were probleens with the 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of the d u r a t i o n  of t h a t  p r o h i b i t i o a .  After a  

few c a u t i o u s  years, t h e  B s i t i s h  n a v y  renewed i i a p s o s s a e n t  i n  

t h e  c o l o n i e s  with v i g o u r -  T h e r e  were t h r e e  days of 

a n t i - i m p r e s s m e n t  r i o t s  i n  B o s t o n  i n  1747, ' f ap ressmen% 

c o n t i n u e d  to  be  a g r o w i n g  cowern and r e s i s t a a o e  t o  i t  



g*becaae eventually a p a r t  o f  t h e  general revolt  a g a i n s t  

British a u t h o r i t y ,  which r e s u l t e d  i n  Amer ican  

i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  ** (13) 

A n o t h e r  a s p e c t  of i a p r e s s m e n t  i n  t h e  colonies was the 

l a r g e  scale f o r g e r y  of cert if icates of i m t u n i t y ,  C e r t a i n  

o c c u p a t i o n s  were graated a n  n i s s u e  of protection+* t o  s e c u r e  

them f r o m  d i s r u p t i o n ,  Men Kork d e v e l o p e d  a s  a h e a d q u a r t e r s  

for the f o r g e r y  of t h e s e  certificates, "fapress o f f i c e r s  

knew t h i s ,  so t h e y  were a l w a y s  s u s p i c i o u s  when a s e a m n  

claimed p r o t e c t i o n  a s  a n  American, T h i s  was one reason why 

arany B ~ t l e r i c a n s  %ere pressed," [ l 4 )  

T h e  crew o f  o n e  s h i p  t h a t  r e t o o k  c o n t r o l  froa t h e  

p r i z e  crew aEter it h a d  b e e n  c a p t u r e d  was i a p r e s s e d  a s  t h e y  

brougftt the ship i a t o  L i v e r p o o l ,  A n o t h e r  e x a ~ p 2 e  of tke 

w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  t h e  navy t o  take e v e r y o n e  they could g e t  is 

t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  Amer ican  p r i s o g e r s  hefore 

e n t e r i n g  pr i son  i n  Great Britain, One purpose of t h e  

l e n g t h y  exat l t ina t ior t  was t o  discover ' * a l l  Eagf i sh igen  and  

Xrisftaen [who]  were f t h e a ]  i m p r e s s e d  i n t o  the Kingfs f leets3* 

Of course ,  t h i s  i n c f  uded those born ia t h e  colonies who d i d  

n o t  h a v e  s u f f i c i e n t  p r o o f  of their b i r t h p l a c e ,  $35 )  



The e x p a n s i o n  of the n a v y  dor the war o u t s t r i p p e d  t h e  

prewar efforts t o  ensure a n  adequate s u p p l y  of high q u a l i t y ,  

t r a i n e d  seaBen ,  Proa  1774 to  1783, t h e  aumber of s h i p s  i n  

c o m a i s s i o n  j u s p e d  fro& 1 0 3  to 430,  and men i n  s e a  pay froa 

17,333 to 107, W 6 ,  The c h a n n e l  fleet of 1778-3739 was 

f i l l e d  w i t h  fever r i d d e n  old men, young bops,  and wen from 

t h e  j a i l s ,  Those men enter ing  t h e  nav2  h s a l t h p  p r o b a b l y  d i i t  

n o t  s t a y  t h a t  way l o n g ,  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  c o l n d i t i o n s  of 

f o o d  and d i s c i p l i n e -  ( 1 6 )  

Victuaffing i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  navy was d o n e  through a 

purser, c h e c k e d  by t h e  ship c a p t a i n ,  and oversden by 

i n s p e c t o r s ,  T h e  b a s i c  c o p t r a d i c t i o a  i n  t h e  s g s t e a  was t h a t  

t h e  c o n t r a c t  s y s t e i s  was based  on p r o f i t ,  T o  e x a m i a e  

c o r r u p t i o n  and how it a•’ f e c t e d  the seananas experience in 

t h e  n a v y  of t h e  eighteenth c e n t u r y ,  it is  p r o b a b l y  best t o  

exaraine one area such a s  the n o r a a l  diet of t h e  crew, 137) 

ghat u a s  s u f f i c i e n t ,  what was e x p e c t e d ,  and how it was 

o b t a i n e d  can be compared t o  t h e  s t r n c t u r e  that was s u p p o s e d  

to  p r o v i d e  a  healthy d i e t  t o  t h e  men who s e r v e d  the  eiapire 

i n  i t s  uiost c r i t i c a l  area, The seartian was supposed  t o  

receive a set a m u n t  of f o o d  each gee%, This a a o u a t ,  

however ,  was reduced by  the p u r s e r  by one-eighth t o  cover 

l o s s e s  due t o  waste arid seepage- S o ~ e  amount beyond that 

e i g h t h  v e n t  due to c o r r u p t i o n  a m n g  pursers, &hat s e ~ a i n e d  



t e n d e d  t o  be more than enough fo r  the s a i l o r  b e c a u s e  it was 

ccprrlmon for hini t o  s e l l  a p a r t  o f  i t  back  t o  t h e  p u r s e r  f o r  

c a s h  used t o  p u r c h a s e  vegetables fro@ bumboats  t h a t  came 

a l o n g s i d e  t h e  s h i p s  i n  h a r b o u r ,  The p r i n c i p l e  was o n e  of 

p e s a i s s i v e n e s s - -  *what t h e  men a t e  Mas up  t o  'the ~ e ~ t f ~ - ' *  Each 

captain was t o  l o o k  after h i s  crew but e a c h  man was t o  l o o k  

a•’ ter h i n s e l f ,  (18) 

T h e  1734 e d i t i o n  sf B e g u l a t i o e s  and I n s t r u c t i o n s  

l i s t e d  t h e  a m u n t s  of food t o  be s u p p l i e d  t o  e a c h  s a i l o r ,  

Each week t h e  sa i lor  was sepposed  t o  receive s e v e n  pounds  of 

biscuit, s e v e n  gaf lcas  cf b e e r ,  f o u r  pounds of b e e f ,  two 

pounds o f  p o r t ,  t w o  p i n t s  of peas ,  t h r e e  p i n t s  of o a t ~ e a l ,  

s i x  o u n c e s  o f  b u t t e r ,  and  %ue2ve o u n c e s  of cheese, Exact 

e q u i v a l e n t s  #ere s p e c i f i e d  for  any s n b s t i t u t e s -  (39) 

P r i n c i p l e  and p r a c t i c e  h a r d l y  coiacided, 

The p u r s e r  had naay l o g i s t i c a l  p r o b l e a s  i n  h a n d l i n g  

the  f o o d  s u p p l i e s  f o r  t h e  navy, The governmmt had t o  

p r e d i c t  t h e  coaing y e a r ' s  needs a t  t h e  begineing of t h e  

k i l l i n g  season, T h e  B e a t  t h e n  had  t o  be s a l t  packed, A s  

t h e  wafaer weather arrived, t h i s  packing b e c a ~ e  more 

d i f f i c u l t ,  The p rob lems  for t h e  i n s p e c t a r  were s i r s i l a r -  

Items like b u t t e r ,  beer, and c h e e s e  came i n  c o n t r a c % o r t s  

casks and c o u l d  only be spot checked ,  



~ o g i s t i c a l .  difficulties were i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  Bornever, 

in c o m p a s i s o n  t o  the effects of corrupt ion ,  There  was 

c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  coatrac t ing  s y s t e m ,  

Agents for  food orders took a p e r c e n t a g e  off the top.  For 

example, t h e  a g e n t  ia Jamaica t o o k  tea p e r c e n t  off the meat 

o r d e r s .  This usually i n v o i v e d  the c o l l a t o r a t i o n  of the 

ship's officers, The a c c o u n t s  Were k e p t  by t h e  capta i s t  and 

t h e  p u r s e r ,  They u s e d  false vouchers t o  shag a favourable 

balance, The c o r r u p t i o n  alaong pursers  Bas been d e s c r i b e d  a s  

H a  way of life," b u t  i t  i s  i n p o r t a n t  t o  note t h a t  t h i s  

c o r r u p t i o n  would have  been i i t rposs ib lo  if the  captains had 

done t h e i r  jcb ,  i(2O) 

The contractiag syskea, however, %as tho b a s i c  source 

of c o r r u p t i o n ,  I t  was here t h a t  the greatest p r o f i t s  vere 

t o  b e  aeade, The curitfactors were i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  to  buy off 

a11 tbose who were supposed  to k e e p  a reg la la tor_^! eye o n  the 

system, The i n s p e c t o r s ,  f o r  exaaple ,  were c i v i l  servants 

ubo c o u l d  n o t  b e  ptomoted- TO i n p r o v e  their i,ncoaa, t h e  

o b y i o u s  nreans aas t h e  coatractorls bribe,{21) c o r r u p t i o n  

Has inherent i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  systee- Those t a k i n g  t h e  

contracts vere d o i n g  so for a p r o f i t -  "re desire t o  

maxirnize prof it was c o n t r a d i c t o r y  rnith Supplying t h e  best 

f o o d  possible to the navy- If a contractor  had stock marked 

"raot saleable for borne c ~ n s u r t l p t i o n , ' ~  the Pavy was the 

logical o u t l e t  for it, (22) 



one m i t i g a t i n g  factor  i n  t h i s  life o f  poor f o o d  was 

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  f r e s h  food cn voyage,  S h i p s  t o s s e d  l i n e s  

over t o  c a t c h  f i s h  a s  they s a i l e d .  One vessel caught 

f o u r t e e n  d o l p h i n s  during cne month o f  a  c r u i s e ,  The  s h i p s  

vould a l s o  p i c k  u p  fresh s a p p l i e s  f ro& Che focal b u a b o a t s  

when g o i n g  by an i s l a n d ,  (23) l e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  

t h a t  t h e  s e a m a n  f a c e d  %ere i n c r e d i b l y  h a r s h  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  

navy, less s o  i n  t h e  naerchant; and p r i v a t e e r i n g  fleets,  hut 

still r i g o r o u s ,  While t h e  conditions in the navy were a 

cause for  d e s e r t i o n ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  a l s a y s  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  

c o l o n i a l .  searaan l e a v i n g  1iEe a t  sea f o r  a n o t h e r  vocation, 

T h a t  the s a i l o r  wou ld  stay in the face o f  these conditions 

was n o t  s e r e l y  because a life a t  sea was @ h a t  h e  tnev b e s t ,  

An e x a m i n a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i e t y  on the colonial seaboard 

r e v e a l s  t h a t  h e  h a d  feu b r i g h t e f  a l t e n a t i v e s ,  

Land  Mas becotlting scarce a n d  e x p e n s i v e -  S o c i e k y  was 

highly s t r a t i f i e d  a n d  becoriag aore s o l i d i g i e d ,  '*Ben 

n i t h o u t  c a p i t a l  h a d  l i t t l e  hope of a c q u i r i n g  t h e i r  own 

f a r @ , , , , f r e e  l a b o r e r s  and servants a t  t h e  b o t t o a  Bad o n l y  

a a r g i n a l  o p p o r t n n i t y  t o  r ise i n  s o c i a l  o~ e c o n o ~ i c  

s t a t u s , * ( 2 4 )  A s t u d y  of t h e  r e c r n i k s  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

arag c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  they enlisted n o t  o u t  o f  d u t y  o r  

p a t r i o t i s m  b u t  because *#Harpland society ofberod thein f e u  

o t h e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  e ~ p r l o y a r e n L t ~ ~ 2 5 )  T h e  b o u n t y  o f f e r e d  



t o  men t o  j o i n  t h e  B a r y l a n d  C o n t i n e n t a l  L i n e  was JQquivaient  

t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  o n e - q u a r t e r  of t h e  t o t a l  a s s e s s a b l e  

p r o p e r t y  owned by t h e  a v e s a g e  r e c r u i t  o r  h i s  f a x t i l y - n  It 

p r o v i d e d  t h e  imediate c a s h  necessary t o  make ends meet o r ,  

i n  t h e  case o f  a  dependen t ,  r e a o v e d  the burden  o f  t h e  cost 

of s u p p o r t i n g  him- (26) The o b s e r v a t i o n s  of Ensiqq Thoxtas 

Hughes, o n  p a r o l e  n e a r  Boston,  r e v e a f  t h e  h a r d s h i p s  i n  

c o l o n i a l  s o c i e t y ,  H e  notes d e p r e c i a  tion of currmc y and  

immense t a x e s  as  a c c o u n t i n g  for t be **disaf fecticxi a a o n g s t  

Americans" and  describes m b  riots o v e r  prices1 327) 

Economic h a r d s h i p  was g r e a t  among seamq o a  bo th  

sides of t h e  Atlaatic, Wikh t h e  war, t h e  tobaaco t r a d e  

c e n t r e d  on  the C l y d e  came ta a  s t a n d s t i l l ,  Haff of t h e  

sa i lors  were lef t  u i t h o u t  u o r k  a n d  t u r n e d  t o  p r i v a t e e r i n g  

and b a t t l i n g  t h e  press. ( 2 8 )  O t h e r s  who c o m p r i s e d  t h e  

prbvateersQcrew were runaway slaves, A typical 

a d v e r t i s e i n e n t  i n  t h e  c c l c s i a l  B e u s p a p e r s  uouf d seek t h e  

return of a runaway "who h a s  b e e n  used  to p r i v a t e e r i n g t f ,  129) 

T h i s  is n o t  t o  s a y  t h a t  aLf those i n  the p r i v a t e e s 3 s  c s e v  

Mere unemployed and  o t h e r u i s e  u n e q l o y a b f e ,  The l u r e  of 

a d v e n t u r e  anrr prize s h a r e s  also b r o u g h t  o u t  khose 

d i s s a s t i s f i e d  v i e h  their jobs, Ben Welles, i n  a le t ter  

e x p l a i n i n g  s h y  he  is  jqoff a p r i w a t e e r i n g " ,  m e n t i o n s  t h a t  h e  

n a n t e d  t o  g e t  away front his ' j con t empt ib fe  ~ o c a t i o q * ~ .  (30) 



T h e  r e a c t i o n  of a t h e o l o g i c a l  s t u d e n t ,  p a s s e n g e r  on 

board a p r i v a t e e r  i n  1760, is p r o b a b l y  t h e  best example of 

the i n i t i a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  s e a n i a n f s  l i f e ,  

H c l a a b e r e d  up t h e  s i d e  a n d  f o u n d  m y s e l f  in the a i d s t  
o f  the most  h o r r i d  c o p f u s i o n ,  The  d e c k  was crowded 
f u l l  of men, a n d  t h e  boatsuain*~ s h r i l l  w h i s t l e ,  w i t h  
t h e  s w e a r i n g  a n d  h a l o o i n g  od t h e  petty o f f i c e r s ,  
af most s t u n n e d  my ears,,,, 

I observed a young g e n t l e m a n  walking a t  a 
d i s t a n c e , , , h e  i n v i h e d  Be dovn  be tween  d e c k s  t o  a 
place h e  c a l l e d  h i s  berth,  f , , , f o l l o v e d  him ddown a 
l a d d e r  into a d a r k  a n d  d i s a a l  r e g i o a ,  where t h e  f u a e s  
o f  p i t c h ,  bilge water and o t h e r  k i n d s  of qastisess 
alstost s u f f o c a t e d  ae in a ~xtieute,,,,rJe entered a 
s a t a l l  a p a r e m e n t ,  hung round wi th  d a ~ p  and g r e a s y  
c a n v a s ,  which  &ad@, on e v e r y  hand, a aost gloomy and  
f r i g h t f u l  a p p e a r a n c e ,  I n  the m i d d l e  s t o o d  a t a b l e  of 
p i n e ,  v a r n i s h e d  o v e r  w i t h  n a s t y  slime, f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  
a b o t t l e  of r n &  a n d  a n  o l d  t i n  ~ u g  with a h u n d r e d  a n d  
f i f t y  b r u i s e s  a n d  s e v e r a l  h o l e s ,  t h r o u g h  which the 
l i q u o r  p o u r e d  i n  as many strea~s,, ,  t h i s  d e k e s t a . b l e  
aparttasnt uas a l l o t t e d  by t h e  c a p t a i n  t o  bs t h e  place 
of ay habitation during the voyayeZ,,. 

[ After d i n n e r ,  p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  sleeping were ~ a d e ,  j 
A row of g r e a s y  c a a v  as bags, h a n g i a g  o v e r h e a d  by t h e  
beairis, were u n l a s h e d ,  I n t o  o n e  of them it was 
p r o p o s e d  t h a t  I shcufd  g e t ,  ia osder t o  s l e e p ,  b u t  i t  
was w i t h  t h e  utmost d i f f i c u l t y  I p r e w n t e d  s y s e f f  
f ro% f a l l i n g  a v e r  on t h e  other side, i31) 

One of t h e  f e u  o u t l e t s  f o r  i m g r o v e a e n t  i n  the 

s a i l o r s s  lot was footlocker c a p i t a l i s n t ,  A t r a d i t i o n  i n  t h e  

m e r c h a n t  s e r v i c e  was the c p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  the s a i l o r s  t o  fill. 

their sea c h e s t s  w i t h  the p r o d u c t s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  p o r t  f o r  

their own p r i v a t e  v e n t u r e s ,  Thus e a c h  sailor who wished  to 

i a ~ e s t  h i s  e a r n i n g s  was encouraged to do so a n d  the pfact ice  
0 



became common, jlSo f i r m l y  was t h i s  c u s t o m  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  

it %as generally accepted t h a t  t h e  s e a u a n  who d i d  n o t  e n g a g e  

i n  s u c h  i m p o r t a t i o n s  h a d  a r i g h t  t o  t h e  f r e i g h t  c h a r g e s  

which a  cargo b~oula have brought,"[32) T h i s  t r a d i l t i o n a l  

c u s t o ~  was a t t a c k e d  by  t h e  B r i t i s h  ia 1768 vhea t h e  new 

Board  o f  C u s t o m s  C o m i s s i o n e r s  r u l e d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  of t h e  

sea-chests as p a r t  of the c a r g o  and t h e r e f o r e  s u b j e c t  t o  

c o n f i s c a t i o n  if n o t  l i s t e d ,  Thus t h e  seaman,  already 

hounded by t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of i ~ p r e s s r a e n t ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  had 

t o  fear t h a t  h i s  custoaary avenue for capital a c c u r a u l a t i o a  

uouf d be con2 isca ted, (33) 

T h e  B r i t i s h  navy played a n  i m p o r t a n t  roLe in the 

e x p a n s i o n  and c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of e m p i r e ,  I t  a l s o  had a 

treraendobzs effect on t h e  cortrmon seanian, W h i l e  p r o t e c t i n g  

commerce b y  i t s  p r e s e n c e ,  the navy o v e r t u r n e d  t h e  

p r o t e c t i o n s  c o s e r i a g  seainen b y  i m p r e s s i n g  them i n t o  its 

s e r v i c e ,  D e s e r t i o n  was t h o  a n s w e r  t o  i a p r e s s ~ e n t  and Bore 

i m p r e s s m e n t  b e c a ~ e  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e a  of d e s e r t i o n ,  

T h i s  cycle c o a t i n u e d  i ts i a e f f i c i e n t  way b u i l d i n g  r e s e n t m e n t  

and s e l f - r e l i a n c e  among seataen w h i l e  p o s t p o n i n g  aq e f f e c t i v e  

r e s o l u t i o n ,  T h e  c o r r u p t i o n  in t h e  navy a lso  r e s u l t e d  i n  

J a c k  T a r q s  s e e k i n g  c u t  h i s  own s o l u t i o n s ,  The h a r d  life a t  

sea a n d  e s p e c i a l i y  i n  t h e  n a v y  %as t h e  best of f e u  

a l t e r n a t i v e s  f c r  ~ o s t  of t h o s e  uhc c h o s e  to earn a l i v i n g  at 



sea, The o u t l e t  t h a t  off%red some hope of a c c u a u l a t i n g  

c a p i t a l  was the private venture, The opportunity to c o u p l e  

a steady job at sea w i t h  a chance to wmake oneas f o r t u n e "  

was t h e  ray of hope that e n a b l e d  rany to endure auch 

disco~fort, Whea this began to be t a k e n  away ia t h e  decade 

before t h e  revolution, t h e  c o l o n i a l  seawan was left  v i t b  a 

b i t t e r n e s s  toward the navy and a legacy o f  independent 

a c t i o n  for soLutkon t o  h i s  problems, The choice of 

p r i v a t e e s i n g  and  the deterinined s p i r i t  ia the  face of 

imprisonment had t h e i r  i n i t i a l  i m p e t n s  i n  t h i s  l e g a c y .  
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o f  a Jjhof. p r e s s , "  see Timotby Coanor, **A Yankee 
P r i ~ a t e e r s m a n  i n  P r i s o n  i n  England  1777-1379,8* ed,  by 
Mil l i a r&  B, C u t t e r ,  H E W  ENGZAPD B I S 3 O B I C A L  G GEBEBLOGECBL 
3EGISTER 30 (1874) 2349 ,  31 1'1835) :28!L John It, Alexande r ,  
j r J o n a t h a n  C a r p e n t e r  aad t h e  I l s e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o a :  T h e  S o u r n a l  
o f  a n  A a e r i c a n  Naval P r i s o n e r  of Gar and  Vermoat Z n d i a n  
F i g h t e r , * *  YEBE301T BISTOPY 36 tSprinq 9958):80; B a r r i t t ,  "Navy 
a n d  t h e  Clyde" ,  pp,. 36, 37- 

(11)  Usher ,  "Royal  l a v y a ,  p, 577- Of 116,357 brought 
i n  by t h e  i ~ p s e s s  s e r v i c e ,  72,558 a c s e p t e d  t h e  vohunteer 
b o u n t y ,  43,699 r e f u s e d ,  Usher d o e s  not c o n n e c t  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h i s  f e f n s a f  t o  t h e  i ~ p r e s s  s e r v i c e  b e i n g  a 
iaajor cause of d e s e r t i o n -  Oe t h e  cosdtrary, h e  p l a y s  a 
auaber gaBe w i t h  t h o s e  " p r e s s e d =  by g a n g s  fro8 w a r s h i p s ,  
choosing t o  vie# them a s  soaehou differeqt f r o a  " p r e s s e d  
men" -- a e a n k n g  o n l y  t h o s e  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  the iiapress 
s e r v i c e ,  H e  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  n i ~ p r o v i s e d  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  
iiitpress s e r v i c e ,  a s  well as  t h e  n u ~ b e r s  of mea i t  r a i s e d ,  
are  a n  a n t i d o t e  t o  t h e  coitEtnon s u p p o s i t i o q  - that  t h e  navy was 
largely maneea by p r e s s e d  men," fp, 576) .  Because he c o u l d  
n o t  d e t a i l  the n u s b e r  i ~ p f e s s e d  f r o n  r a r s h i p s  f r o a  t h e  
sources h e  u s e d ,  h e  3 i s i t e d  h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  of l s i ~ p t e s s e d  
s e a a e n H  t o  e x c l u d e  a l l  kut t h o s e  f r o s  t h e  i ~ p r s s s g t e n t  
service, For d e t a i l s  on the s i z e  and a i m p r o v i s e d l Q h a r a c t e r  
of t h e  i m p r e s s m e n t  s e r v i c e ,  see p ,  676, 

(12)  3 ,  S t e u a r t ,  ' *Press  Gangw, pa 85,  En t h e  
v i r t u a l l y  ungove rned  s e c t i o n s  o f  s e a p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  s a i l o r s  
f r e q u e n t e d ,  a  v i g i l a n t e  jus-tice e l r i s k e d  i n  what E, P, 
Thompson h a s  c a l l e d  t h e  n ~ o s a l  econoiay of t h e  ~ rowd ,N  The 
sai lors  would take p a r t  18  c o l l e c t i v e  d e c i s i o n  aakinq  i n  t h e  

I street, See E, P, Thompson, "The tioral Economy of t h e  
i E n g l i s h  Crowd i n  t h e  Eighteenth C e n t u r y , "  PAST G PRESENT 5 0  



( F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 1 ) : 7 6 1 3 6 ;  L, Jesse Lemisch,  "Jack Tar vs, 
J o h n  B u l l :  T h e  Role of N e w  Y o r k 9 s  SeaBen i n  P r e c i p i t a t i n g  
t h e  Revolut iozla  {Ph-Dm d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  Yale U n i v e r s i t y ,  1962) ,  
pp, 52-128, .En j * ~ e v o l u t i o n a r y  V i o l e n c e  and t h e  P e i e v a n c e  
o f  H i s to ry ,*3  review of BOSTON, 1689- 1776 by G ,  3,  g a r d e n  and  
THE BOSTON #ASSACRE by Hil ler  B, Zobel ,  i n  JOu3NAL 03' 
IWTEBDISCXPLIHBBY HISTORY 2 [Sunner 1971) ,  P a u l i n e  Haier 
notes t h a t  there is * c o n s i d e r a b l e  e v i d e n c e ,  i n  fact, that 
t h o s e  uho p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  u p r i s i n g s  %new t h e  l a w s  of t h e i r  
c o u n t r y ,  de fended  t h e i r  fights u n d e r  the@, and t h a t  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of legality p l a y e d  aa i a p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e i r  
t a c t i c s , * #  (p-  3 3 2 ) -  

113) C l a ~ k ,  mIrapEesswxit+t ,  p, 207, f o r  a f u l l  
d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  p r o h l e n s  of h t e r p s e t a t i o n  05 6 Anne, t h e  
effect of impr~ss taent  on -the rasrchants involved j.n the 
c o l o n i a l  t r a d e ,  a n d  t h e  e x c e r p t  f r o m  6 Anne e o n c e s n i n g  
i a p r e s s m e n t ,  see pp- 207-215- F o r  a p e t i t i o a  f f a n  150 
m e r c h a n t s  d e s c r i b i n g  d i s a s t e r s  in comerce resulting fro& 
i a p r e s s ~ e a t  in Aaerica, see p. 205, See a l so  Neil 8, 
S t o u t ,  **Banning t h e  Boyal Navy i n  a o s t h  America, 3763-1775,:' 
AMERICAN MEPTUbfE 23 f J u f p  1963) : 175-185- 

(14) J. S t e w a r t ,  *'Press &ange l  p. 87.- 

415) Sarnuel Cutler, **Pr i son  Ships, and the *Did H i l l  
Prison,"PlytltoutB, Englaad ,  1777," NEB BNGLBlD HXSTOBICAE E 
GENEALOGLCBL REGISTE'B 32 [I8763 : 4 4  3 Howard L, Applqga te ,  
" A a s r i c a n  P r i v a t e e r s i a e n  ia t h e  8ili P r i s o n  D u r i n g  
1777-1782," ESSZX XNSPLTU'PE HfSPOBXCWL COLLECTLONS 97  
(October 1461):303, For the corap le te  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  
examina t  i o n ,  see C h a p t e r  V L  

(16) C h r i s t o p h e r  L loyd  and J a c k  L, S. C o u l t e r ,  
HEDfCXNE BMD T H E  N A V Y  1200-1900, 4 v o l s ,  fZoadoa: E w  2 S, 
L i v i n g s t o n e ,  Ltd,, 1961) , 3: 123-124, Fos ample details o f  
t h e  incredible s t a t e  o f  m e d i c a l  h e a l t h  ia t h e  British navy, 
see IBID,, 3: 12% 137, and %he t a b l e  of sick p e r  rtumber of 
seaman p e r  y e a r ,  3:332, * 2 h e  s t a t e  of t h e  navy from a  
i ned i ca l  point of view s a s  s o  bad between t h e  y e a r s  1778 
jwhen t h e  war becarrte g e n e r a l )  and 1783 t h a t  i t  must be 
a c c o u n t e d  p a r t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  d e f e a t  which B r i t a i n  
s u f f e r e d , J *  43: 122)- 

(17) For a v i e r  of the h e a l t h  o f  seaBen in t h e  Royal  
navy, see Lloyd and C o u l t e r ,  BEDIGIME, 3258-69, f o r  
g r o b f e ~ s  i n  h o s p i t a l  s h i p s ,  3~125-137 ,  f o r  t h e  tolls o f  
d i s e a s e  i n  Rodney ls fleet, 3: 743- 150, 





seven,  A t  t w e l v e  h e  ran away g 3 t o  be freen, Then when he 
was a n  a p p r e n t i c e  t h e r e  was **not  enough work f o r  2 
a p p r e n t i c e s H  where  h e  a n d  a ~ o t h e r  worked, s o  h i s  boss 
a l l o w e d  him t o  g o  t o  sea for  a  s h a r e  of h i s  p f i z e  aoney,  
S h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  c r u i s e ,  h i s  f a ther  d i e d  leaving h i s  
n io ther  w i t h  e i g h t  children t o  feed, so h e  went on a s e c o n d  
c r u i s e  W o  h e l p  o u t J * ,  (p- 75)- 

f 2 5 )  Papeaf u s e  a n d  ~ t i v e r s o n ,  NGeneraf ~aallwood*s 
R e c r u i t s , * *  p, 131. T h i s  study shows  t h a t  ~ o s t  o f  t h e  
p r i v a t e s  i n  t h e  r i a r y l a n d  C o n t i n e n t a l  L i n e  were s'neniy freed 
s e r v a n t s ,  free l a b o r e r s ,  o r  t h e  s c n s  o f  poor f a r ~ a e r s , * h a n d  
t h a t  t h e  arrtly " o f f e r e d  a u a y  o f  a r r i e l i o r a t i n g  t h e i r  econoni ic  
c o n d i t i o n  o r  p r o v i d e d  a t  least a means of a t t a i n i n g  a 
r seasure  of e c o n o n i i c  s e c u r i t y  during t h e  term of t h e i r  
e n l i s t t i t e n t ,  The i m e a i a t e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  e n l i s t i m q t  was t h e  
SUB of  money received f o r  j o i n i n g ,  e i t h e r  t h e  inducement f o r  
serving a s  a s u b s t i t u t e  easfier i n  the gar o r  the b o u a t y  
p a i d  i n  t h e  case of S t a a l A w o d %   recruit^,^ (p, 127). 

(27) Tholeas Bugbes,  @ * J o n r n a l  of Ensign Thonsas Hughes,  
p r i s o n e r  of gar a t  L a n c a s t e r ,  Eay 1779 t o  Naveaber  7780," 
c o m p i l e d  a n d  a n n o t a t e d  by Borbert W, Beck, LAICASTER COUltlTY 
HISTORICAL SBCIETP PAPEBS 5 8  (1 954) :7-8, 

(28) ~arritt, "Navy and t h e  ClydeH,  pp, 33-36, 

(29) l ieuport  HERCUBY, J u l y  15, 1780,  quo-ted i n  S i d n e y  
G- Morse, nThe Yankee P a i o a t o e r s a a n  of 3735,w HEW ENGLBND 
QUABTEBLY 17 IHarch  3944):75-76, 

430) Horse, n P a n k e e  P r i v a . t e e r s a a n , - "  p, 74,. N e  also 
a e n t i o n s  t h a t  h e  was i n  i t  f o r  m a e y  a n d  adventare, H e  
s e r v e d  as a a a r i n e  on the #88S  p r i v a t e e r .  The fet ter  was 
d a t e d  3 3  A p r i l  1778, 

I (31 ) Horse ,  "Yankee Pr iva te i ixs inaa , "  quoted i n  John 
R o b i n s o n  and G e o r g e  f. Dou, THE SAILPNG SHEPS O f  NEW 
BIGLAID,  1607-1907 (Safe@,  1922) : 38 -YOo 

(32) Z e a i s c h ,  "Jack Tar vs, J o h n  B u l l , H  p, 42; B o r s e ,  
t9Yankee P r i v a t e e r s n i a n , "  p- 75; James D, P h i l l i p s ,  f*Safera 
r e v o l o t i o n a r y  p r i v a t e e r s  condemned a t  J a a a i c a , "  ESSEX 
INSTITUTE BISTORSCAL COLLECTIONS 76  f l % O )  z 47, 49; and 
T h o a a s  C, P a r r a m r e ,  $*The Great E s c a p e  f r o @  P o r t c a  Gaol:  An 
Incident of Lhe P e v o l u t i ~ n , ~  WORTH CB8OLXNR H I S T O B I I B L  
REVIEW 4 5  fDeceraber 1968) :35U, See a l s o  O l i v e r  M- 



Dickerson,  THE BAVIGBTTON ACTS AND THE B B E B f C R N  REVDLUTPON 
(Philadelphia, 19511, pp* 218-219, and Biclhard B. Borris, 
GOVEBNfiEiJT A N D  LABOR f N  EABLP A N E R I C A  (He# York, 1946), p, 
239, See also how a s a i l o r  could lose h i s  c a p i t a l  t o  t h e  
s h a r p  operators  i n  port  who knew better  t h e  fluctuations o f  
the l o c a l  inflationary currency, Horse, "Yankee 
Pri~ateersman,~* pp.. 83-84, 



EHAPTEP 1x1 

N A P U f E  OF TEE VAi? 

Hax F a r r a n d  describes t h e  American W e v o l u t i o n a r y  war 

as a  g u e r i l l a  a c t i o n ,  T h e  c o l o n i s t s  fought and r e t r e a t e d ,  

p u t t i n g  u p  a n  " i r r e g u l a r  r e s i s t a n c e , "  [ I )  P a r t  o f  t h i s  

s t r a t e g y  was t o  b u y  t i ~ e  i n  o r d e r  t o  e q u i p ,  t r a i n ,  a n d  

d i s c i p l i n e  a n  a r a y ,  (2) 

One of t h e  reasons f o r  t h e  success o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  

w a r f a r e  was  the B r i t i s h  view t h a t  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  would 

c o l l a p s e  i n  time, R i c h a r d  H o w e ,  a s  both  g e n e r a l  and peace 

c o m ~ i s s i o n s r ,  s o u g h t  a b l o c d l e s s  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  southera 

c o l o n i e s  t o  shov  Congress  i t s  f o l l y  i n  c o e t i n u i n g  t h e  

s t r u g g l e ,  The  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  time %as OD ltbe B r i t i s b  s i d e  

a n d  a  d e ~ o n s t r a t i o n  of s u p e r i o r i t y  would be  s u f f i c i e n t ,  T h e  

B r i t i s h  were ' * c o u n t i n g  uFcn t h e  c o l o a i s e s  b e c o n i n g  tired of 

c o n t i n u i a g  the r e b e l l i o n ,  B u t  tiale %as a f a c t o r  w o r k i n g  i n  

f a v o r  o f  the Antericans, rather t h a n  the B r i t i s h -  "$3)  

T h e  was o n  t h e  s i d e  of t h e  c o l o n i s t s  n o t  b e c a u s e  of 

t h e  g u e r i l l a  warfare tactics, but r a t h e r  because o f  t h e  

c o n c u r r e n t  t a c t i c s  o f  a h a r a s s i n g  war of d i s r u p t i o n  and 



a t t r i k i o n ,  P r i v a t e e r  w a r f a r e  r o b b e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  war ef iort  

o f  manpower a n d  s u p p l i e s ,  i n t e r r u p t e d  s h i p p i n y *  a n d  c a p t u r e d  

m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  worth of p r i z e s ,  I n s u r a n c e  rates 

s k y r o c k e t e d ,  S h i p s  w i t h o u t  e s c o r t s  became d i f f i c u l t  t o  

i n s u r e ,  S h i p s  wi l th  escrsfts still. h a d  t o  p a y  t r i p l e  the 

pre-war i n s u r a n c e  rates and c a u s e d  a further d r a i n  o n  t h e  

s u p p l y  of Banpawer, It was the e c o n o i a i c  c r i s i s  p r e c i p i t a t e d  

b y  t h i s  war o f  a t t r i t i o n  t h a t  p r o d u c e d  t h e  " c u t  o u r  lossess* 

cliatate o f  o p i n i o n  i n  l c q d ~ n  a n d  forced an a l t i ~ a t e  

r e a p p r a i s a l  when the F r e n c h  fleet c o - o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  

W a s h i n g t o n 8 s  a r a y  a t  P ~ r k t c u n -  

T h e  e f for ts  of t h e  m a r i n e r s  of C o a n e c k i c u t  a l o n e  

r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c a p t u r e  of " v e r y  n e a r l y  five h u n d r e d  sail of 

a l l1  c l a s s e s , ~  (4 )  while * * t h e  p o r t s  o f  F a i r E i e f d ,  M o r ~ a l k  and 

Staraf ord v e r s  t h e  scenes sf a l ~ o s t  daily e x c i t e m e n t , ,  ., 
p r i s o n e r s  c o n s t a n t l y  coming  i n , * [ 5 )  The n a v a l  war was 

d i s r u p t i v e  enough  t o  c a u s e  G e n e r a l  Bove t o  a s k  f o r  15,000 

Bore  t r o o p s  a n d  the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of an e f f e c t i v e  b l o c k a d e ,  

H e  r e s i g n e d  #hen he d i d  oat r e c e i v e  t h e  a i d ,  t6 f  Over 55 

s h i p s  w o r t h  more t h a n  1,800,000 p o u n d s  had been l o s t  t o  t h e  

r e b e l s ,  1(7) E d g a r  @ f a c l a y  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  tho t o t a l  v a l u e  of 

v e s s e l s  c a p t u r e d  by p r i v a t e e r s  f o r  the  e n t i r e  war e x c e e d e d  

$18 m i l l i o n ,  H e  a t t e i a p t e d  a c o n p i l a t i o a  af c r u i s e r s  s a i f i n g  

for t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  forces a n d  those under p r i v a t e e r  



c o l g m i s s i o n s  t h a t  r e v e a l s  a  s teady d e c l i n e  i n  c o n t i n e n t a l  

forces through t h e  war a n d  a p h e n o ~ e n a l  rise i n  t h e  numbes 

of p r i v a t e e r s *  18) 

C l a s s  of c r u i s e r  1776 7777 1778 1779 3780 1781 3782 

C o n t i n e n t a l  31 3 U  2 1  20 13 8 7 

P r i v a t e e r  136 73 215 767 2 2 8  449 323 

C o l b y  M. Chester e s t i ~ a ' t e s  t h a t  p r i v a t e e r s  were 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c a p t u r i n g  o v e r  24  i n i l l i o n  d o 1  f  a r s  worth of 

e n e a y  p r o p e r t y ,  The s t r a t e g i c  i i a p o r l a n c e  of the s o u r c e  of 

this weaftb -- t r o o p  trans~srts and s u p p l y  vessels -- i s  

d u f  y noted, (9) T h e  nurriber of laen utilized i n  p r i v a t e e r i n g  

h a s  been estimated a t  40,000 men,[10) The a l a o u n t s  of money 

t a k e n  b y  p r i v a t e e r s  was c o n s i d e r a b i e ,  P a n t a s t i c  suas were 

a c c u m u l a t e d  b y  t h e  sore s u - c c e s s f  u l  p r i v a t e e r s -  ( 6  3 )  The  

total nuabes of p r i s o n e r s  t a k e n  b y  the p r i v a t e e r s  " c o u l d  n o t  

h a v e  been s h o r t  of sixteen t h o u s a a d , "  (12) The f i g u r e s  f o r  

 safe^ are i n d i c a t i v e  o f  the l a r g e r  p i c t u r e  of p r i v a t e e r  

warfare, O f  758 ships s e n t  o u t  f r o &   sale^, 5 4  were 

c a p t u r e d ,  B u t  n i n e t y  p e r  cent of t h e  4 4 5  prizes t a k e n  by 

S a l e m  v e s s e l s  r e a c h e d  c o f c n i a l  p o r t s  safely.. (33) 

The B r i t i s h  m e r c a n t i l e  view a t  the o u t s a t  of t h e  war 

c o n s i d e r e d  the cost of t h e  war t o  h e  r e c o v e r a b l e  i n  t h e  form 

of t h e  British m e r c h a n t  f l ee t  s e c u r i n g  t h e  colonists3 s h a r e  



o f  coaaerce, The f a i l u r e  ko met  t h i s  e x p e c t a t i o n  a n d  the 

p r o s p e c t  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  l o s s e s  led t h e  B r i t i s h  m e r c a n t i l e  

c l a s s  t o  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n t i a u a n c e  of the  war, [14) 

The s a i l i n g  n o t i c e s  fo r  B r i t i s h  v e s s e l s  show t h a t  merchants 

n e e d e d  t o  arm t h e i r  vessels, No i n s u r a n c e  uas a v a i l a b l e  f o r  

s h i p s  w i t h o u t  convoy,  Heavy p r e a i u s s  of up to  70% h a d  to b e  

p a i d .  (15) f n June ,  3776, i r a e r i c a n  c r u i s e r s  c a p t u r e d  a b o u t  

500 B r i t i s h  s o l d i e r s  a h o a r d  transports headed for t h e  

c o l o n i e s ,  (36) T h e  BEflZHBRANCER published a list of E n g l i s h  

v e s s e l s  t a k e n  b y  A a e r i c a n s  i n  1774 totalling 342, o n l y  Y4 of 

w h i c h  were r e c a p t u r e d ,  117) T h e  B r i t i s h  lost 467 aerchantmen 

during 1777, d e s p i t e  a force of 7 0  glen-of-war a l o n g  t h e  

Amer ican  coast,  418) T h e  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  d e s t r u c t i o n  of 

B r i t i s h  commerce was t h e  subject of pleas t o  P a r l i a m e n t  t o  

b r i n g  a b o n t  p e a c e  with Aaerica, Alderman J, H o o d b r i d g e  

t e s t i f i e d  on February 6, 3778, t h a t  * t h e  number of s h i p s  

l o s t  by capture or d e s t r o y e d  by h ~ e r i c a n  p r i v a t e e r s  since 

t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  u a r  was seven hundred a n d  t h i r t y - t h r e e *  

whose c a r g o e s  were c s a p u t e d  to b e  worth over  t e n  a i l l i o n  

d o l l a r s . n  (19) 

The war was taken t o  the B s i t i s h  w i t h  American 

p r i  rra teers c r u i s i n g  a r o u n d  the B r i t i s h  isles, The 

e x p e d i t i o n s  of J o h n  P a u l  J a p e s  c a u s e d  g r e a t  a f a r & -  S i P a s  

Dean, writing t o  the B a r i t i r a e  C o ~ ~ i t t e e  i n  3177 ,  s a i d  t h a t  



J o n e s *  p r e s e n c e  "ef f e c i t u a l l y  a l a r r e e d  England, & r e v e n t e d  the 

g r e a t  f a i r  a t  C h e s t e r ,  o c c a s i o n e d  i n s u r a n c e  t o  rise, and 

e v e n  d e t e r r e d  t h e  English m e r c h a n t s  f r o m  s h i p p i n g  g o o d s  i n  

E n g l i s h  v e s s e f s  a t  a n y  r a t e  of i n s ~ r a n c e , ~  (20) Ben jamin 

~ r a n k l i n  s a s  t h e  role that p r i v a t e e r s  cou ld  p l a y  i n  European 

waters, From h i s  v a n t a g e  i n  P a f i s ,  he  wrote the C o a r u i t t e e  

on F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  o n  Bay 16, 1777, t h a t  two f r i g a t e s  "might 

i n t e r c e p t  a n d  seize a g r e a t  p a r t  of t h e  Ba l t i c  and H o r t h e r n  

t r a d e ,  One f r i g a t e  would be s u f f i c i e n t  to d e s t r o y  the whole  

o f  t h e  G r e e n l a n d  f i s h e r i e s  a n d  t a k e  t h e  Hudson Bay s h i p s  

r e t ~ r n i n q . ~  f21) 

G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  a l s o  r e a l i z e d  t h e  i g p o r t a n c e  o f  

n a v a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  and wrote, i n  formulating a p l a n  w i t h  the 

F r e n c h  arpiy, 3 5  J u l y  3780, t h a t  "In a l l  o p e r a t i o n  a n d  u n d e r  

a l l  c i r c u a s t a n c e s  a d e c i s i v e  n a v a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  g u s t  be 

l o o k e d  upon a s  a fnndaaental  p r i n c i p l e  and t h e  b a s i s  o n  

which rests a l l  h o p e  of f i n a l  s u c c e s s , * * f 2 2 )  T h e  importance 

of p r i v a t e e r i n g  efforts began early in the u a r  with t h e  

coreraissioning of vessels by Washington,  The o r d e r s  t o  t h e  

c a p t a i n  of t h e  s c h o c n e r  Harrison, 22 O c t o b e r ,  1775, m e n t i o n  

t h a t  the  *@design of this Enterprise [~as],~,to I n t e r c e p t  t h e  

s u p p l i e s  o f  &he Enemy, To eacourage t h e  men, * * o n e - t h i r d  

P a r t  o f  t h e  Cargo of every vessel,,,,taken and s e n t  i n t o  

P o r t w  mould be s p l i t  a c c o r d i a g  t o  a table of s h a r e s ,  t h e  

c a p t a i n  r e c e i v i n g  s i x  and g r o p o r t i o n a l  t h r o u g h  the r a n k s  t o  

t h e  p r i v a t e ' s  one, (23) 



The p r i v a t e e r s  were n o t  o n l y  d i s r u p t e r s  o f  B r i t i s h  

commerce and s u p p l i e r s  t o  the c o l o n i e s ,  They p e r f o r m d  many 

o t h e r  t a s k s ,  such as c a r r y i n g  e n v o y s ,  d i s p a t c h e s ,  a n d  

s p e c i e ,  D u r i n g  t h e  c r i t ica l  y e a r s  1775 t o  3777,  p r i v a t e e r s  

a a i n t a i a e d  t h e  l i n k  t o  Europe ,  and r e v e a l e d  t h e  n a t u r e  of 

t h e  s t r u g g l e  b o t h  t o  B r i t a i n  a n d  P r a n c e ,  ~ a k i n g  t h e  F r e n c h  

a l l i a n c e  possible, (24) An exaaaplle of a n  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

e n d e a v o u r  by a p r i v a t e e r  was t h e  Laking oE a S p a n i s h  le t ter  

of B a r q u e  c a r s y l n g  150 B r i t i s h  t r o o p s  frog P e n s a c o l a ,  The 

S p a n i s h  v e s s e l  n o r ~ a l l y  ~ o u P d  n o t  h a v e  beea de taiqed, b u t  

t h e  c a p i t u l a t i o n  a t  Peasacofa enabled t h e  B r i t i s h  troops to 

s h i p  t o  Me3 P o r k  vhere &hey  could be  e~ployed a g a i n s t  the 

c o l o n i s t s ,  The  p r i v a t e e r  HOLKEB t o o k  then i n t o  p o r t  a s  

p r i s o a e r s , ( 2 5 )  C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  view t h a t  p r i v a t e e r s  were 

n o t  p a r t  of t h e  n a v y ,  held qo h i g h e r  o r d e r s ,  a n d  were s o l e l y  

a f te r  p r i z e  Boney, t h e i r  h i s t o r y  iacludes p a t r i o t i c  acts of 

c r u c i a l  i i n p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  war eff or&, 126) 

Oae of the s p e c i a l  e f f o r t s  that p r i v a t e e r s  aade o n  

b e h a l f  of the A a e r i c a n  war e f f o r t  was the d e l i b e r a t e  a t t e m p t  

t o  c a p t u r e  p r i s o n e r s  of wax f o r  e x c h a n g e ,  J o h n  P a u l  J o n e s  

c r u i s e  i n  t h e  BB1YG3eB had  as a i n a i l  objective t h e  k idnapp ing  

o f  L o r d  S e l k i r k  and  o t h e r s  f o r  e x c h a n g e ,  Benja~llin f r a n k f i n  

made other  ef for ts  to o b t a i n  p r i s o n e r s  fo r  exchange by 

h i r i n g  p r i v a t e e r s  t o  h a r a s s  t h e  c o a s t s  of B r i t a i n ,  ( 2 7 )  



A n o t h e r  i a p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  of the  war at sea was the 

ro l e  played by R u s s i a  a n d  the L e a g u e  of Briaed N e u t r a l i t y ,  

By custom, B r i t a i n  o r  a n y  other b l o c k a d i n g  power had  been 

able t o  s u s t a i n  a blockade of neutra3 p r t s  by proclamtion 

r a t h e r  t h a n  a show of f o r c e ,  The L e a g u e  of Armed N e u t r a l i t y  

c h a n g e d  t h a t ,  Y h i f e  p r o f e s s i n g  friendship ~ i t h  England,  

R u s s i a  was b u i l d i n g  a navy, When s t r o n g  enough  to defy  

E n g l a n d  s h e  i s s u e d  a proclamation o n  F e b r u a r y  26, 1780, that 

3 a n e u t s a l  s t a tes  have a r ight  t o  c a r r y  o n  their c o a m e r c e  w i t h  

b e l l i g e r e n t  powers u n r a o l e s t s d ,  a n d  e v e n  t o  convey frora one 

p o r t  t o  a n o t h e r  of a b e l l i g e r e n t  power ,  all g o o d s  

w h a t s o e v e r ,  except g h a t  could be deemed c o n t r a b a n d  i n  

c o n s e q u e n c e  of p r e v i o u s  treaties,* T h u s  so port could be 

c o n s i d e r e d  b l o c k a d e d  u n l e s s  there was a s u f f i c i e n t  force 

present t o  ~ a i n t a i n  a b l o c k a d e ,  Through t h e  reuiainder of 

3780, Prussia, Denaark, Sweden, and B o l l a s d  beaaae p a r t i e s  

t o  the L e a g u e .  128) 

As the war d e v e l o ~ e d ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  of t h e  c o l o n i a l  

forces to a v o i d  a major d e f e a t  on  l a n d  a n d  h a r a s s  t h e  

British a t  sea aided t h e  d i p f c m a t s  t o  b r i n g  P f a n c e  into o p e n  

alliance, Olhile the v i c t o r y  a t  S a r a t o g a  can be v i e v e d  a s  a 

t u r n i a g  p o i n t ,  The French n a v a l  s t r e n g t h  Mas t h e  subsequent 

key t o  the s t r u g g l e ,  On February 5, 1778, F r a n c e  s i g n e d  the 

Treaty of a l l i a n c e  a n d  C o a m r c e ,  C o n g r e s s  r a t i f i e d  i t  o n  

H a y  4, 1778, w i t h  S p a i n  j o i n i n g  France by  the Treaty of 

A r a n j u e z  on A p r i l  1 2 ,  1779- (29) 



One of t h e  s e a s o n s  t h a t  a war of a k t r i t i o a  c o u l d  

succeed a g a i n s t  t h e  B r i t i s h  was t h e  s a d  s t a t e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  

navy  a t  t h e  outset o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  I n  t h e  summer of 1777, 

s i x  of the t e n  f r i g a t e s  i n  home u a t e r s  were off f o r  

d e s p e r a t e l y  a e e d e d  r e p a i r s ,  Twenty of the 36 s h i p s  o f  the 

f i n e  vere u s e d  t o  f i l l  i n  for s h i p s  on s t a t i o n  and with 

convoys.  (30) When J o n e s  arrived off the S c o t t i s h  c o a s t  i n  

1779, there vere o n l y  t h r e e  f r i g a t e s  off  the  west c o a s t ,  

none being on  p e r m a n e n t  s t a t i o n  t h e r e .  Even when i n  3781 

t h e r e  was a p e r m a n e n t  f r i g a t e  s t a t i o n e d  off t h e  C l y d e ,  the 

commerce was not s e c u r e ,  ( 3 3 )  I n  3778, there were only 88 

f r i g a t e s  l i s t e d  b y  t h e  B d a i r a l t y  Lord Sandwiah c o m p l a i n e d  

i n  1379  of t h e  "Haat  of f r i g a t e s  a t  hoae l a s t  year, Upuards  

of  70 i n  A~erica ,  20 c r d e r e d  honte bat n o t  sent, Upwards of 

50 l o s t  o r  taken," Bhile Sandwich confused f r i g a t e s  w i t h  

s h i p s  of a l l  sizes i n  h i s  c a l c u l a t i o n s ,  h i s  w o r r y  reflects 

t h e  c o n s t e r a a t i o n  f e l t  by those responsible f o r  d e f e n s e  of 

the homeland i n  s i ~ p l y  nca h a v i n g  e n o u g h  f o r  t4e countcyOs 

needs, (32) The s p r i n g  of 1778 was a critical p e r i o d  of the 

war f o r  t h e  B r i t i s h  n a v a l  f o x e s ,  They  were c a l l e d  upon to 

d e f e n d  the h o a e  coasts a n d  c o x i n e r c i a l  traffic, m a i n t a i a  

l i n e s  of  supply to t h e  t r o o p s  and s h i p s  o a  stat ioa i n  

America ,  c o n t a i n  t h e  enemy i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  C h a n n e l ,  a n d  

c o n t e n d  w i t h  p r i v a t e e r s ,  T h e  British navy gas pressed t o  

t h e  l i m i t ,  



The p r o b l e m  with t h e  B r i t i s h  navy d i d  n o t  b e g i n  with 

the war for American independence ,  nor were t h e y  c o n f i a e d  t o  

the nusber of vessels available. Throughoat t h e  decade 

b e f o r e  t h e  war began, the f l e e t  s t a t i o n e d  on t h e  worth 

American coast  suffered from a shortage of seaiaen and was 

consequently ineffective. The problem of dest3rti~Zi k e p t  

s h i p s  from p u t t i a g  t o  sea, Because  i s p r e s s m e n t  in Aserica 

was of d o u b t f u l  l e g a l i t y ,  the s h i p s  had a great deal of 

d i f f i c u l t y  replacing l o s t  sen, B e s o r t i n g  t o  t h e  press 

r e s u l t e d  i n  even  nore profilems, (33) 

It d i d  not r e q u i r e  b r i l l i a n t  insight t o  see the need 

f o r  an unofficial navy. The B r i t i s h  had over a hundred 

v e s s e l s  o f f  t h e  coast, The Congress did n o t  have the fmds 

to build up a r e g u l a f  navy to  c o ~ b a t  t h i s  number of ships, 

On &larch 23, 1776, Congress p a s s e d  t h e  Law e;ncouraging the 

p e o p l e  l o  provide t h e  necessary n a v a  farces, The 

i i i tpsess ion  that cruising i n  a v o l u n t e e r  navy  was so~ehon 

less patriotic than s e r v i n g  i n  t h e  l a n d  forces nust b e  

t e ~ p e r e d  by t h e  f e a l i z a t i c n  that the  induceaent t o  e n f i s t  i n  

the a r n y  %as a bonus o r  land bounty- The incentives t o  

c h o o s e  t h e  p r i v a t e e r  were a s  m c h  the f r e e d o a  of independent 

action and speedy promotioa as  ~ e r e l y  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

c o l l e c t i n g  prize aoney, f 3 4 )  



9 h e  c a p t a i n s  and o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  o f  p r i v a t e e r s  were 

g e n e r a l l y  the c o ~ m a n d e r s  of v e s s e l s  before t h e  war- Hany 

h a d  c o m m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  c o a t i n e n t a l  n a v y ,  b u t  r e c e i v e d  

p e r ~ i s s i o n  t o  s e r v e  on a p r i v a t e e r  d u e  t o  a l a c k  of s h i p s  i n  

t h e  navy, p r i v a t e e f 8 s  crew c o n s i s k e d  of two d i s t i a c t  

g r o u p s ,  T h o s e  who had n e v e r  b e e n  t o  sea, But,  fro@ l i v i n g  

i n  t h e  c o a s t a l  towns ,  h a d  h e a r d  t h e  lore of t h e  sea contposed 

t h e  g r o u p  t h a t  was i n c l i n e d  t o v a s d  v o l u n t e e r i n g  for t h e  

p o s i t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  a a r i n e  g u a r d  t h a t  went w i t h  e v e r y  

v e s s e l ,  T h e i r  job i n c l u d e d  doing t h e  f i g h t i n g ,  s t a n d i a g  

g u a r d ,  and lrtanning t h e  p r i z e s  b a c k  t o  p o r t - 1 3 5 )  A l a r g e  

p a r t  o f  the c o m b a t  that took p l a c f  between a p r i v a t e e s  and 

its enemy c o n s i s t e d  o f  saall arms f i re  f r o n  t h i s  g r o u p  of 

m a r i n e s ,  T h i s  firepower was d e v a s t a t i n g  t o  t h e  e n e ~ y ' s  crew 

a n d  the p a r a l y z e d  v e s s e l  would  b e  forced t o  s u r x e a d e r  for 

lack of b e a l t b y  men t o  ccntrol  t h e  rigging and mas t h e  

cannon ,  fn this way a p r i v a t e e r  with i n f e r i o r  nuaber a n d  

size of c a a n o n  uas able tca o u t s a i l  and outfight a s h i p  of 

s u p e r i o r  s ize a n d  f i r e p o w e r ,  B e c a u s e  of t h e  Jnature o f  t h e  

work and b e c a u s e  e x p e r i e n c e  a t  sea was n o t  r e q u i r e d ,  the 

type o f  men c o i u p r i s i n g  t h i s  s e r v i c e  o n  t h e  p r i v a t e e r  t e n d e d  

t o  be a c u t  a b o v e  t h e  coamon seamen, The  conamon seamen who 

c o m p r i s e d  t h e  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  crew were r e c r u i t e d  f rom 

the r a n k s  of l o n g s h o r e m e n  a n d  f i s h e r m e n  from t h e  c o a s t a l  

t o w n s  a s  well a s  from t h e  crews of the nt-er~hanh v e s s e l s  t h a t  

c o n v e r t e d  t o  p s i v a t e e r i n g  for t h e  d u r a t i o n  of t h e  gar- 436 )  



One  a d v a n t a g e  t o  aany of p r i v a t e e r i n g  was the l i n t i t  

p l a c e d  on the l e n g t h  of t h e  c r u i s e  by t h e  o u n e r s ,  A t y p i c a l  

c r u i s e  u o u f d  be s e t  for two months, 437) Other i n c e n t i v e s  

sere t h e  c a r e f u l l y  listed rewards a n d  p u n i s h m e n t s  set forth 

by the o w n e r s  fo r  t h e  "orderly c o n d u c t i n g n  of t h e  c r u i s e ,  

If a n y  member of t h e  crew was d i s a b l e d  i a  an  engagemerjqt, "he 

s h a l l  r e c e i v e  E be a l l o w e d  o u t  of t h e  first Prize t o  be 

t a k e n  One t h o u s a n d  pounds,* Whoever s i g h t e d  a s a i l  t h a t  

t u r n e d  o u t  t o  be a p r i z e  was rewarded o n e  h u n d r e d  p o u n d s  f o r  

" h i s  V i g i l a a ~ e . ~  T h e  first t o  b o a r d  the .  enertly vessel would 

r e c e i v e  * ' t h r e e  hundred  pounds  as  a P e c o n p e n c e  for h i s  

V a l o u r .  " P e r h a p s  the ~ o s t  intpoftant i n c e u t i v e  f o r  ntreutbers 

of the crew was t h a t  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a share i n  t h e  p r i z e s  

taken by t h e  s h i p  a f t e r  a cfev aembez v a s  p u t  on a p r i z e  and 

t h a t  prize r e t a k e n  by t h e  eneay, T ~ E  shares  i n  t h e  

s u b s e q u e a t  p r i z e s  were a l l o w e d ,  * * p r o ~ i d e d  b e  o r  t h e y  o b t a i n  

their L i b e r t y  before t h e  and of t h e  cruizen arid "use their 

b e s t  e n d e a v o u r s m  t o  re j o i n  t h e  p r i v a  leer. f 38) A n o t h e r  

a d v a n t a g e  t o  s e r v i c e  aith a p r i v a t e e x  was the t r a d i t i o n  of  

c o l l e c t i v e  d e c i s i o n  making  on board, kThi1-e rttaking d e c i s i o n s  

by @a j o r i t y  v o t e  was less i n  evidence on B e v o f u t i o n a r y  

p r i v a t e e r s  t h a n  i n  earl ier  y e a r s ,  the a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  

coamander  was not a s  rigorous a s  t h a t  i n  t h e  n a v y  and  

afm y. (39) 



Congress  attempted to  c o n t r o l  t h e  privateers  by t h e  

p o s t i n g  of  bonds  fro& t h e  c u n e r s ,  g w r a n k e e i n g  t h e  s t r i c t  

a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  w i s h e s  of Congre s s ,  (110') The E i s s t ,  f o r  

f i v e  t h o u s a n d  pounds, i n s u r e s  a g a i n s t  aisconduc  t and  

t r a n s g r e s s i o n  of the powers g r a n t e d  i n  the corttatission. T h e  

s e c o n d  is for  f o u r  thousand pounds  a n d  g u a r d s  a g a i n s t  t h e  

r e l e a s e  o f  any  prisoners ,  * g A l l  p r i s o n e r s m  were t o  b e  

d e l i v e r e d  +ate t h e  C o a m i s s a r y  o f  P r i s o n e r s  i n  sose  of t h e  

U n i t e d  States" on p e n a l t y  of f o r f e i t u r e  of the  bond, 

P o s t i n g  bond d i d  not s o l v e  t h e  p r o b f e a  e n t i r e l y ,  One  

p r i v a t e e r  c a p t a i n  who d i d  not t u r n  o v e r  any  p r i s o n e r s  and  

gas c a l l e d  i n  t o  explain, gave t h e  u n l i k e l y  s t o r y  t h a t  a l l  

o f  t h e  crew of t h e  c a p t u r e d  v e s s e l  were Aaericans who joined 

t h e  p r i v a t e e r i s  crew, {Ul f A p r i v a t e e r  *s colamission u s u a l l y  

would e x p r e s s l y  s t a t e  i n  t h e  parpose of the cruise t h a t  any  

v e s s e l  w h a t s o e v e r  a s c a r r y i n g  Soldiers ,  arms, Aaiaunition, 

P r o v i s i o n  o r  any o t h e r  c o e i s a b a n d  goods t o  a n y  of t h e  

B r i t i s h  Armies or Ships of War eraployed againsr t h e s e  Un i t ed  

S t a t e s m  s h o u l d  be a t t a c k e d ,  s u b d u e d ,  and t a k e n ,  4112) 





( 3 2 )  Maclap, i 9 P r i v a t e e r s , t *  p, i x ;  John 0, Meserve, 
#*A P r  i v a t e e r s ~ a n  of t h e  8 e v o l u t i o n , * *  GRANITE SPATE BOPT HLY 
5 9  [Bay 1923):137-1311. The f i g u r e s  a re  iapossible t o  total 
a c c u r a t e l y ,  T h e  n u ~ b e r  o f  p r i s o n e r s  uho j o i n e d  t h e  
c a p t u r i n g  v e s s e l ,  t h o s e  r e l e a s e d  i n  f a r a w a y  p o r t s  a n d  
e s c a p e e s  were n o t  a c c u r a t e l y  recorded, 

f13) W i l l i a ~  Etusseli, * J o u r n a l  ,n i n  R a l p h  D, P a i n e ,  
THE SHIPS A N D  SAILORS OF O L D  S A L E @ ,  (Loadon: H e a t h  C r a a t o n  
Ltd., 1924) .  p- 94, P a i n e  g i v e s  -the e x a a p l e  of E l i a s  Ho 
D e r b ~ ,  a r i c h  a e r c h a s t  who s w i t c h e d  t o  u n d e r w r i t i n g  
p r i v a t e e r s ,  s t a r t i n g  h i s  o m  s h i p y a r d  t o  b u i l d  faster  
p r i t r a t e e r s ,  [pp- 96-99), 

115) M, K, B a r r i t t ,  **The Navy and t h e  C l y d e  i n  t h e  
Aiaer ican  War, 13%'- 1783," #BBIWZR" UElIRBOB 55 { J a n u a r y  
1969):36 n. 3, nt9aritiiw i n s u r a n c e  polioies,,,were v o i d  i f  
s h i p s  d i d  n o t  s a i l  with coavoy,"  W i t h i n  ten d a y s  i n  
S e p t e m b e r  1781 t h e  premium of i n s u r a n c e  o n  t h e  J a a a i c a n  and  
west Indian fleets on p a s s a g e  xose from 12-15 t o  ,3545 
g u i n e a s  p e r  c e n t  w i t h  c o n v o y  

l l 6 )  Eugene  L- B r n b r n s t e r ,  THE VILLABQUT 
PRf SON-SHIPS, 1776- 1783. { N e w  York: P r i v a t e l y  p r i n t e d ,  
1920) , p, 6-  

119) Plzlclay, n P r i v a t o e r s , m  p, x i i i ,  Sea a l so  
W i n t h r o p  L, U a r v i n ,  THE Bf9IiRZCBN HERCHANT BBBXPE ITS 
HISTORY A N D  ROBANCE PBOE 1620 TO 3902, iLondon: Saiapson Lou,  
R a r s t o n  E Co, Ltd., '1902). p, 14,  f o r  a colony by c o l o n y  
list of t h e  n u a b e r  o f  p r i v a t e r s  comaissioned, 

(20) Q u o t e d  i n  H a c l a y ,  " P r i ~ a t e e r s , ~ ~  p. x i i .  B r i t i s h  
c i t i z e n s  w r o t e  h o n e  fro@ t h e  C a r i b b e a n  w i t h  s i ~ i l a r  stories, 
see pp, x i i - x i i i -  See Plaroin ,  &ERCHWBZI HABIIE, p, 13 f o r  
e n t i r e t y  of t h e  Dean q u o t e  and o t h e r  le t ters  f r o &  B r i t i s h e r s  
o v e r s e a s .  

(21) Q u o t e a  i n  Z a c l a y ,  H P r i v a t e e r s , n  p, xii, S h i p s  
were s e n t ,  making two circaits of fre faad,  s e c u r i s g  f i f t e e n  
p r i z e s  t h a t  were s o l d  i n  F r a n c e ,  T h e  f u n d s  weat  t o  s u p p o r t  
t h e  d i p f o i a a t i c  effort then p r o c e e d i a g  i n  khe c o u r t s  of 
Europe ,  



(22)  Perry B e h o n t ,  NAVAL SUPREHACY DUf f NG THE 
ABEiiICAfJ  BEVOLUTION (Brussels: I r s p r i ~ t s e r i e  P, E E, D e  die, 
1931) ,  p, 15- 

(23) P i idd lebrook ,  NABITIEE CONNECTICUT, 2: 11 1, The 
first l i e u t e n a n t  r e c e i v e d  5 s h a r e s ,  t h e  s e c o n d  l i e u t e n a n t ,  
4, the s u r g e o n ,  4,  the s f n i p s s  @ a s k e r ,  3, t h e  s t e u a r d ,  2,  t h e  
mate, g u n n e r ,  and b o a t s w a i n ,  1  1/2 each .  f o r  an a g r e e a e n t  
t h a t  g i v e s  t h e  captain e i g h t  shares, the f i r s t  l i e u t e n a n t  
four, etc,, down to nboys u n d e r  16 y e a r s  1/2 s h a r e , "  see 
2: 128, 

(24 )  Ptarvin ,  iYrEECBANT M A R I N E ,  p, 15, 

(25) C l a r k ,  **EIOLKER,** p. 53, 

(26) R i c h a r d  H, Kaha, Review of THE TOLL 
IMDEPENDEMCE: BUGAGEBENTS AND BATTLE C B S U U T I E S  

Df 
OF TBE 

REVOLUTION, e d i t e d  b y  Noward 8,  Peckhala, (Chicago;: 
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o  P r e s s ,  1974), UILLfAt4 A M D  3ABY 
QUBBTEBLY 32 ( A p r i l  3 975) r 339, Peckham o ~ i t s  the t a b u l a t i o n  
of s e a  a c t i o n  by  p r i v a t e e r s  " b e c a u s e  t h e y  *were not p a r t  of 
o u r  navy;  they were not u n d e r  any h i g h e r  orders; t h e y  
repor ted  t o  no o f f i c i a l ;  and t h e y  were af  tes prize mouey, 
n o t  d e f e a t  o f  the enemy's w a r s h i p s *  { p ,  3Q3) , *1  T h i s  v i e v  
leads t o  a d i s t o r t e d  v i e @  af the uar e f f o r t  a s  Kohn notes: 
"Huch o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t  and a c t i o n  t h a t  p r o v e d  c r u c i a l  Co t h e  
ou tcome of t h e  war does sot a p p e a r  here, , ,  the s ta t i s t ics  
s h o ~  naval action diminishing i n  1780 and after,  just when 
B a e r i c a n  p r i v a t e e r i n g  began t o  s k y r o c k e t  a a d  p u t  so a u c h  
p r e s s u r e  on t h e  B r i t i s h  war e f f o r t , "  This is n o t  t o  sap 
t h a t  ovners  o f  p r i v a t e e r s  uexe n o t  abova g i v i n g  orders such 
a s  t o  i u a x i a i z e  t h e  c h a n c e  of p r o f i t  t o  thea, Oae owner, i n  
d i r e c t i n g  a j o i n t  c r u i s e  of two of h i s  s h i p s ,  ordered them 
to  a v o i d  s a i l i n g  v i t h  o t h e r s  so t h a t  t h e y  would ~ o t  h a v e  t o  
s p l i t  any p r i z e  money, C l a r k ,  l *HOLKER,n  pp- 4a-41. 

(27) Ba r r i t t ,  "Navy a n d  the Cf y d e , l  p.. 38- S e e  
wi l l i aa  Bell C l a r k ,  BEH FBABKLfH'S PfIVkTEERS A N A V A L  EPfC 
OF THE APIEBICBP REV0LUTIOI, {Batcn Bcruge, L o u i s i a n a :  
L o u i s i a n a  Sta te  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  l 9 5 6 ) ,  PASSTHw Hote t h a t  
Lord N o r t h  seew to h a v e  had f o r e w a r n i n g  of this aia of t h e  
Jones cruise, Leaks o u t  of the F r a n k l i n  o f f i c e s  in Prance 
a r e  t h e  p r o b a b l e  cause, B a r r i t t ,  "Navy and  the Cllyde,'* p, 38 
nl 2, and C e c i l  B, C u r r e y ,  CODE NBBBB.3 72 BE& PRBMKLX8 
PRTBXOT O R  SPY? [Engfewood C l i f f s ,  Hew Jersey: 
P r e n t i c e - H a l l ,  Inc,, IgTY), PASSIH, 
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(37) nidtif  ebrook, H A R I T I H E  CONNECTICUT, 2: 326-  130, 
See Article I of the p r i v a t e e f  agreement for the sloop 
H P B E R N I A ,  p- 126, 

139) Horse, **Yankee Privateersman," p* 78. 

140) Examples of two such bonds a re  g iven  i r ~  Eeserve, 
"Pr i~a teersrnan ,~  pp- 335-143, 

{ B l ]  C l a r k ,  wHOLKEB,n pp, 30-31- 

(42)  Isaac 3,  Greenwood, CAPTAIN JOHN MAHEBY SZCOWD 
IN BANK IN THE UNITED S T A P E S  NAVY 1776-1783, [Boston: C, E. 
Goodspeed G Co-, 1 9 3 5 ) ,  pp, 165-365, 



STATUS OF PPISOWEBS OF WAB 

Principles governing t h e  s t a t u s  of p r i s o n e r s  of war 

h a d  been developed by p o l i t i c a l  t h i n k e r s  l i k e  V a t t e l  and 

G r o t i u s ,  T h e i r  i dea s  o n  t h e  custoras of war were r e f l e c t e d  

i n  p o l i c i e s  of  t r e a t m a t  of p r i s o n e r s ,  By t h e  a i d  seventeen 

s e v e n t i e s ,  t h e i r  ideas ,  ~ c s t  recent1 y ref or m u l a t e d  by 

Rousseau ,  %ere geaerally held by t h e  E u r o p e a n  g o v e r n m e n t s -  

B o u s s e a u * ~  arguaent on t h e  status of prisoners of war, i n  

summary, was t h a t  war was no l o n g e r  a c o n f L i c t  b e t w e e n  

a r a i e s  b u t  r a the r  a conflict b e t w e e n  n a t i o a s ,  H i s  

conception Has that  Mar was in no  way a r e l a t i o n  of @an t o  

man b u t  r a t h e r  a  r e l a t i o n  of s t a t e  t o  s t a t e ,  The righC t o  

k i l l  the soidiess o•’ t h e  eneay s ta te  e n d e d  when t h e y  p u t  

down t h e i r  aras a n d  r e a a i n e d  a s  long a s  they  mairataiaed 

t h e i r  s t a t n s  a s  p r i s o n e r s ,  11) 

Because the p h i l o s o p h e r s s  i d e a s  were f o r ~ u l a t e d  for 

a a t i o n  s t a t es ,  t h e  status of tke r e b e l l i n g  c o l o n i e s  l e f t  the 

p o s i t i o n  of their p r i s o n e r s  of war u n c l e a r ,  The c o l o n i e s  

tried t o  l i ~ e  u p  t o  t h e  r u l e s  of i n t e r n a Q i o n a 1  law a s  bes t  

t h e y  could, The B r i t i s h ,  h o n e v e r ,  v a c i l f  at& between t h e  



p r a c t i c e s  developed i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  for n a t i o n  s t a tes  

a n d  t h o s e  f o r  p u t t i n g  down d o a e s t i c  d i s t u r b a n c e s ,  B e c a u s e  

t h e  a i m  of t h e  war for t h e  B r i t i s h  was t o  s t o p  a b reakaway  

f r o &  home rule b y  t h e  c o l o o i e s ,  i t  f o l l o w e d  t h a t  each  

c a p t i v e  would  b e  p r e s s u r e d  t o  swear a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  crown 

a n d  j o i n  t h e  f 3 r i t i s h  f o r c e s ,  I n t i m i d a t i o n  t o  i n d u c e  

p r i s o n e r s  t o  e n l i s t  and  t h e  t h r e a t  of tr ial ,  a a d  h a n g i n g  f o r  

t r e a s o n  were coumon B e a s a r e s  taken by the c a p t u r i n g  B r i t i s h  

f o r c e s ,  

B e c a u s e  of t h e  British practice  of m a i n t a i n i n g  i ts  

p r i s o n e r s  under d u a l  s t a t u s ,  the Amer ican  forces ~ e s o r t e d  t o  

t h r e a t s  o f  r e p r i s a l ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m t h o d  of o b t a i n i n g  

equal usage  of p r i s o n e r s  s f  war, While r e t a l i a t i o n  was a 

t ac t i c  used t h r o u g h o n t  t h e  war, t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of 

e s c a l a t i o n  o n  b o t h  sides were a l w a y s  p r e s e n t ,  X i a i t i n g  its 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s ,  Dee s x a ~ p l e  of mutual e s c a l a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  

when B r i t a i n  s e n t  t h i r t y t h r e e  I r i s h - A m e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  to  

England t o  be t r i e d  f o r  t r e a s o n ,  Coiigress a u t h o f i z e d  

r e t a l i a t i o n ,  t h e  s a a e  number of B r i t i s h  c a p t i v e s  being 

p l a c e d  i n  c l o s e  c o n f i n e & e @ t ,  The ~ r i t i s h  i n  r e t u r n  c l o s e l y  

c o n f i n e d  s i x t y - s i x  Americms, T h i s  b r o a g h t  a s i a i l a r  

r e s p o n s e  from t h e  A m e r i c a n s ,  The r o u n d s  of r e p r i s a l  only 

ended when t h e  B ~ i t i s h  paroled soae of the ~mericans vith 

i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  i n f  o r ~  C o a g s e s s  t h a t  t h e  o r i g i a a l  

t h i r t y - t h r e e  had not been t r i e d .  ( 3 )  



Besides t h e  a n b i v a l e n t  s t a t u s  of t h e  A m e f  i c a n  

prisoners of gar, a rtlajox s o u r c e  o f  i r r i t a t i o n  sas the 

transports t i o n  of p r i s o n e r s  o v e r s e a s ,  T h e  B a e r i c a n s  v iewed 

t h e  r e i u o v a i  of p r i s o n e r s  a c r o s s  t h e  A t l a n t i c  a s  h a r a s s m e n t  

t o  force e n l i s t m e n t ,  That t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was a  real i s s u e  

f o r  the A r a e r i c a n s  can b e  seen f r o m  i ts  i n c f u s i o n  i n  t h e  

t r e a t y  of 1785 between t h e  U ~ i t e d  S t a t e s  and P r u s s i a ,  T h i s  

first i a t e r n a t i o n a l  t r e a t y  t o  d e a l  explicitly w i t h  prisoners 

of war s i g n e d  by n a t i o n s  n o t  a t  war, f o r b a d e  "the 

d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  p r i s o n e r s  of war, by s e n d i n g  the& i n t o  

d i s t a n t  and i n c l e m e n t  c o u n t r i e s , ,  ,[or] s e n d [ i n g  3 t h e  

p r i s o n e r s , , , i n t o  the E a s t  f n d i e s  or a n y  other parks  o f  Asia 

Africa. j4) 

Close c o n f i a e @ e a t  of p r i s o n e r s  was l i k e v i s e  

c o a t p l a i n t  for the Americans ,  f o r  r e a s o n s  of 

a s o u r c e  

i n t i a i d a t i o n ,  s e c u r i t y ,  and Banpower allocation, t h e  B r i t i s h  

kept p r i s o n e r s  closely cozadined i n  Hew York i n  l a r g e  

b u i l d i n g s  a n d  on board pr i so ia  s h i p s ,  I n  r e a c t i o a  t o  t h i s  a n  

i r r i t a t e d  C o n g r e s s  directed W a s h i n g t o n  t o  i n f o r a  Houe of i ts 

e x p e c t a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  g e n e r a l  n n i l L , , t a k e  e f f e c t u a l  

Hteasures t h a t  the Antlerican p r i s o n e r s  may n o t  s u f f e r  a n y  

distresses from t h e  approaching h o t  seasor t ,  which i t  is i n  

its power t o  p r e v e n t ,  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  Long 

I s l a n d  and Rhode I s l a n d  afford him t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  of 

e x t e n d i n g  h u m a n i t y  t o w a r d s  p r i s o n e r s ,  xi t h o u t  a b r e a c h  of 

d u t y  t o  t h e  power u n d e r  vhich  he acts,"(5) 



I n  l a t e  1775 a n d  e a r l y  3776, C o n g r e s s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  

make a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  payment  o f  t h e  c o s t s  o f  

m a i n t a i n i n g  p r i s o n e r s  of wag i n  t h e i r  hands, Zn Bay, 1776, 

W a s h i n g t o n  r e p o r t e a  t o  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  c u s t o ~  had i t  t h a t  

F r e n c h  and English p r i s o n e r s  i n  p a s t  w a r s  had  b e e n  

a a i n t a i n e d  by c o & m i s s a r y  who c o n t r a c k e d  f o r  their s u p p o r t ,  

w h i l e  o f f i c e r  p r i s o n e r s  on parole were p e r ~ i t t e d  t o  

a e g o t i a t e  t h e i r  own bills of e x c h a n g e ,  ( 5 )  C o n g r e s s  h a d  

a l r e a d y  resolved t h a t  B r i t i s h  p r i s o n e r s  i n  A a e r i c a n  h a n d s  

should be m a i n t a i n e d  a t  t h e  expense of t h e  crown throagh a n  

agent  a p p o i n t e d  by Great B r i t a i n  a n d  a p p r o v e d  blp the 

Amer ican  government ,  (7) The officers on parole, h o u e v e r ,  

c a u s e d  s o B e  p r o b l e ~ s  f r o @  t h e  o u t s e t ,  They yere a t  f i r s t  

p e r m i t t e d  t o  sel l  t h e i r  b i l l s  for  their s u b s i s t e n c e ,  but 

when t h e i r  manner  of living becaae e x t r a v a g a n t - - * b e i n g  

boarded a t  taverns, and the inn k e e p e r s  s u p p l y i n g  thoa i n  a 

l u x u r i o u s  manner,  on the c s e d i t  of t h e  Cont ineq ta8- -Congress  

r e s o l v e d  t h a t  e a c h  off icer  be  allowed two dollars a v e e k  f o r  

fooa a n d  board, to be p a i d  h e f o r e  release, ( 8 )  

C o n g r e s s  was r e p e a t e d l y  f o r c e d  t o  d e a l  with problems 

concerning the m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  p r i s o n e r s  i n  their h a n d s  and 

i n s u r i n g  t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  p r o v i s i o n s  reached t h e i f  p r i s o n e r s  

i n  t h e  hands o f  the B r i t i s h ,  C o n g r e s s  i n s t r u c t e d  the Board 

o f  g a r  i n  dune,  1776, t o  a r r a n g e  v i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  Eof each 



c a p t o r  t o  pay  f o r  p r i s o n e r  p r o v i s i o n s ,  agree t o  the q u a n t i t y  

and v a l u e  of those  provisions, a n d  b a l a n c e  the b o o k s  a t  

r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  each y e a r ,  (9) In July, 1776, a c o m m i t t e e  

r e p o r t e d  t o  C o n g r e s s  t h a t  Amer ican  p r i s o n e r s  iu B r i t i s h  

hands were g i v e n  i n s u f f i c i e n t  p r o v i s i o n s ,  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1777, 

C o n g r e s s  i n s t r u c t e d  Wash ing ton  t o  t r y  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  

p r i s o n e r s  h e l d  by t h e  British t o  be s o p p l i e d  by a g e n t s  

c o m m i s s i o n e d  b y  America, s i n c e  t h e  British d i d  n o t  s u p p l y  

what C o n g r e s s  f e l t  t o  be m i n i ~ l a l  p r s o i s i o r a s ,  Again, i n  

A p r i l ,  C o n g E e s s  o r d e r e d  t h a t  b i l l s  o f  e x c h a n g e ,  u p  t o  t h e  

a m u n t  of pay d u e  t h e  p r i s c n e r s ,  be s e n t  t o  the& t o  h e l p  

them met t h e i r  needs, (10)  

An A ~ e r i c a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  into the d i f f i c u l t i e s  oE 

s u p p l y i n g  arid a r r a n g i n g  pagaent  f o r  g o o d s  for p r i s o n e r s  i n  

J a n u a r y ,  1778, c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  E n g l a n d  had blocked t h e  

Anmrican a t t e a p t s  t o  feed and c l o t h e  p r i s o n e r s  that the 

B r i t i s h  were n o t  c a r i n g  f o r  p r o p s l y ,  Phey h a d  " o b s t r u c t e d  

t h e  A m x i c a n  e f f o r t  t a  s e l l  b i l l s  t o  o b t a i n  s t e r l i n g  

hampered e n t r a n c e  i n t o  o c c u p i e d  t e r r i t o r y  and, . , the  sa le  

t h e r e  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  f u r n i s h  c l o t h i n g  f o r  p r i s o n e r s , "  

O t h e r  areas of h a r a s s m e n t  i n c l u d e d  p r i c e - f i x i n g  o a  g o o d s  

b r o u g h t  i n t o  B r i t i s h  t e r r i t o r y  t o  h e  s o l d  for f u n d s  for  

p r i s o n e r s  t h e r e ,  r e f u s a l  of e n t r y  t o  a g e n t s  f o r  the p u r c h a s e  

of c l o t h i n g ,  and f a i l u r e  to gf a n t  a l f o w a a c e s  t o  officer 



p r i s o n e r s ,  T h e  A m e r i c a n s  r e t a l i a t e d  by ref u s i n g  B r i t i s h  

a g e n t s  p e r a i s s i o n  So sel l  b i l l s  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  

pr i son ie r s .  $ 1 3 )  T i h i s  r e t a l i a t i o n  l e d  t o  o t h e r s  a n d  C o n g r e s s  

e v e n t u a l l y  o r d e r e d  t h e  t e a a ~ o r a r y  ~ a i n t e n a n c e  of p r i s o n e s s  i n  

Amrican h a n d s  a t  American expense ,  (12) 

When the Bruericaa g o v e r n a e n t  a s s n ~ e d  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  g r a n t i n g  rat ioas  t o  a l l  prisoners i n  i ts 

h a n d s ,  C o n g r e s s  r e s o l v e d  to  give t h a t  amount  t h a t  t h e  

B r i t i s h  v e r e  s t l p p l y i a g  their c a p t i v e s ,  A s  t h i s  t e n t p o f a r y  

e x p e d i e n t  b e c a ~ e  p e r i a a n e n t  i n  a p p e a r a n c e ,  t h e  B ~ e r i c a n  

jovera~ent coupled i ts  d e m a d  f o r  r e i i a b u r s e m e n t  s i t $  a 

t h r e a t  t o  r e d u c e  r a t i o n s  to B r i t i s h  p r i s o n e s s  t o  hal f  t h e  

first naonth, one- t h i r d  the s e c o n d ,  eke, I331 

The f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  A a e r i c a n s  t o  s e c u r e  b e t t e r  

t r e a t m e n t  f o r  A a e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  had fa te fu l  r e s n l t s  f o r  

those captives, f t is a s i g n  o f  A m e r i c a n  h u ~ a a i t a r i a n  

c o n c e r n  t h a t  B e a s u r e s  vere t a k e n  t o  a i d  the B r i t i s h  

p r i s o n e r s  i n  their hands  .when, after t h e  arrest  of t h e  

B r i t i s h  c o w i t i s s a r y ,  h e  was n o t  r e p l a c e d ,  Bu t  i t  is a l s o  a 

s i g n  of  e l i t i s t  p r i o r i t i e s  that t h e y  a b a n d o n e d  the s t r u g g l e  

t o  m a i n t a i n  American p r i s o n e r s  with t h e  British d e s p i t e  t h e  

k n o w l e d g e  t h a t  t h e y  were p ~ o r l f  p r o v i d e d ,  (14) T h e  c o s t  o f  

s u p p l y i n g  t h e  p x i s o n e r s  wounted o n  the Brrrerican side, t h e  



b a l a n c e  n o t  b e i n g  paid,  I n  1782 r e t a l i a t i o n  a g a i n  becase 

t h e  r u l e ,  I n  O c t o b e r ,  1782, C o n g r e s s  o r d e s e d  t h e  r e d u c t i a n  

i n  expense of m a i n t a i n i n g  B r i t i s h  p r i s o n e r s ,  115) 

T h e  B r i t i s h  attempts to h a r a s s  American p r i s o a e r s  

i n t o  its s e r v i c e ,  t h e i r  vie@ of t h e  s t r u g g l e  a s  a r e b e l l i o n ,  

and their f e e l i n g  o f  s t r a t e g i c  s n p e r i o r i t y  lef t  the q u e s t i o n  

o f  p r i s o n e r  m a i n t e n a o c e  a s o u r c e  of c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n c e r n  f o f  

t h e  Baerican a u t h o r i t i e s ,  At f i rs t  vigorous e f f o r t s  were 

laade .to f i l l  t h e  g a p s  l e f t  by British a d r t l i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

p r i s o n e r  welfare, Yhen t h i s  was Bet by o b s t r u c t i o n ,  the 

Aaesicaas r e s o f t e d  to retaf i a t i o n .  When the r e t a L i a t i o n  was 

e s s e n t i a l f y  i g a o r e d  a n d  began t o  c a u s e  d i s c o n t e n t  l e a d i n g  t o  

s e c u r i t y  p r o b l e m s ,  t h e  Alneririin l e a d e r s  capitulated, Even 

v i t h  the subseguent  t a c i t  a g r e e ~ e n t  of c a p t o r  a s  p r o v i d e r ,  

t h e  ILmericans p r o v i d e d  a t  a l e v e l  greater t h a n  t h e  British 

u n t i l  renewed efforts t o  s e t a f i a t e  in 1782 brought 

i m e r i c a n - p r o v i d e d  s u b s i s t e ~ c e  l e v e l s  t o  those g i v e n  t o  

A ~ e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  b y  the B r i t i s h ,  The r e s u l t  of these 

e v e n t s  was h a r d s h i p  a n d  d e a t h  for  A m x i c a n  prisoaers i n  Hew 

York,  

T h e  r h y t h ~  of naval e x c h a n g e  i n  p r e v i o u s  sars 

f o l f o v e c i  a s t e a d y  p a t t e r n ,  Exchanges ceased d a r i n g  the 

surtlmer, There would be an exchange i n  the e a r l y  s p r i n g  and 

a g a i n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  the c a a p a i g n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  autamn vhen 



t h e  e x p e n s e  of m a i n t a i n i n g  p r i s o n e r s  f a r  o u t w e i g h e d  the 

likelihood of t h e i r  b e i n g  employed aga ins t  t h e i r  c a p t o r  for 

that calapaign,  Through t h e  win te r  t h e r e  uould be a steady 

f l o w  o f  exchange,  These would be exchanges o f  e,xpediency 

r a t h e r  t h a n  the result of a n y  a g r e e a e n t  •’or t h e  d u r a t i o n  of 

t h e  war, The o v e r r i d i n g  f a c t o r  g o v e r n i n g  whether o r  not  

t h e r e  would  be a g e n e r a l  ag reeaen t  f o r  the e x c h a a g e  of 

p r i s o n e r s  be tween  corabataats was t h e  p e r c e p t i o a  of t h e  

baf a n c e  of t h e  war by e a c h  s i d e ,  Which side n e e d e d  t h e  

r e t u r n  o f  its p r i s o n e r s  Bore or w h i c h  s i d e  v o u l d  be h e l p e d  

by  a h e t u r n  of p r i s o n e r s  Bore were t h e  k e y  guestions, 

Han-for-aan e x c h a n g e s  p e r b d i c a f l y  ehrouyhout  a war f a v o u r e d  

t h a t  s i d e  that took Bore p r i s o n e r s  or n e e d e d  t h e  return of 

i ts  own Ben less. 

B r i t a i n  adopted a dual s t r a t e g y  regarding prisoners 

o f  war, B i t h  t h e  colonies the British r e s e r v e d  the r i q h t  -to 

t r y  the prisoners f o r  t r e a s o n  when and i f  the irar t e r a i n a t e d  

f a v o u r a b l y ,  With France t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  j o c k e y i n g  for 

s t r a t e g i c  a d v a n t a g e  was p l a y e d  o u t  i n  t h e  on again off  a g a i n  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  for a gene ra l  cartel to g o v e r n  exchange o f  

p r i s o n e r s ,  Toward t h e  c o l o n i a l  p r i s o n e r s  t h e  c a p t o r s  were 

harsh i n  t h e i r  t r e a t n e a t  bat open i n  their a t t e a p t s  f o r  

exchange, boldirag back only the p o l i t i c a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  

the colonists sought, They r e f u s e d  a g e q e r a l  exchange v i t h  

t h e  French until t h e y  f e l t  t h e y  no f c n g e r  held the strategic 

advan tage ,  s i g n i n g  a c a r t e l  in 1780, 



T h e r e  sere e s s e n t i a l l y  two kinds of exchange  

p o s s i b l e :  a l l - f o r - a l l  a n d  man-for-aan, f a  a n  a l l - f o r - a l l  

exchange ,  t h e r e  was a  c o n t i n u o u s  flow o f  r e t u r n i n g  p r i s o n e r s  

v i t h  numbers o n l y  checked  t o  see w h i c h  s i d e  had to  p a y  

ransom f o r  r e e i e v i n g  more, T h i s  type o f  a g r e e a e n t  t o o k  

p l a c e  between o p p o n e n t s  of a p p r o x i m a t e l y  e q u a l  s t r e n g t h -  A 

man-for-&an, rank- for - rank  e x c h a n g e  had  a s c a l e  of 

e q u i v a l e n t s  o f  higher r a n k s  i n  terms of p r i v a t e s  or  coBnon 

seamen, T h e  s i d e  t h a t  took a o r e  p r i s o n e r s  o r  needed its men 

less had t h e  a d v a n t a g e  i n  t h i s  t y p e  of exchange,  f l 7 )  

B r i t a i n  had to  a r r a n g e  b o t h  t y p e s  of exchanges,  The u r g e n t  

n e e d  f o r  more Ben c o a f l i c t e d  vith t h e  superior n u a b e r s  t h a t  

B r i t i s h  s h i p s  c a p t u r e d ,  Because  t h e  Aaerican p r i s o n e r s  were 

predominan t1  y from t h e  p e s k y  p r i v a t e e r s  t h a t  c a u s e d  s a c h  

c o a p l a i n t s  fro& British merchants ,  ejcchanging the@ was o u t  

of t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  The B r i t i s h  r u l e d  o u t  a g e n e r a l  cartel 

w i t h  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  a l s o  oa the b a s i s  o f  t h e  t a c i t  

r e c o g n i t i o n  t h a t  s u c h  a n  ag reemen t  vould  bestow. So t h e s e  

p r i s o n e r s  b e c a m  a p o t e n t i a l  a a n p o a e r  p o o l  for  rscr u i  t i n g  

p u r p o s e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a a u a b e r  t o  be  s a v e d  f o r  exchange,  

T h e s e  e f f o r t s  a t  e n c o u r a g i n g  American seamen t o  e n l i s t  met 

v i t h  very  l i a i t e d  s u c c e s s ,  

A s  t h e  war wore oa a n d  B r i t i s h  manpouer n e e d s  became 

more a c u t e ,  and  e s p e c i a l l y  after K e p p e l s s  f l ee t  failed t o  

d e s t r o y  t h e  F r e n c h  a t  U s h a n t ,  the B r i t i s h  came t o  l o o k  upon 



an  a l l - for-a l l  cartel n i t h  the French as a solution t o  t h e i r  

p r sb le res ,  Negotiations began i n  e a r l y  1719 w i t h  the B r i t i s h  

Bore anxious t o  s i g n  than the French ,  f 18) P r e p a r i n g  the 

d e f e n s e  of t h e  planned F r e n c h  i n v a s i o n  of B r i t a i n  was 

becoming u r g e n t  and r e q u i r e d  new s h i p s  and sore men, A sign 

of  t h e  $ d a i r a l t y * s  d e s p e r a t i o n  was the r e f u s a l  ia 1779 t o  

grant the t r a d i t i o n a l  exempt ion  of r e t u r n i n g  p r i s o n e r s  froia 

t h e  p r e s s .  (39) 

T h e  A d a i r a l t y  was t h e r e f o r e  aaxious a t  a l l  c o s t s  t o  
g e t  B r i t i s h  s e a B e n  hoae, a n d  t h i s  o v e r r i d i n g  m o t i v e  
was a t e r e l y  r e i n f o r c e d  by t h e  desire to ease t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  a n d  a d m i n g s t r a t i ~ e  p o s i t i o n  which t h e i r  
s u b o r d i n a t e s ,  t h e  c o a ~ i s s i o n e r s  f o r  Sick and H u r t  
Seamen and t h e  Exchange of S r i s o n e r s  of Bar, 
r e p e a t e d l y  s k r e s s e d .  B u t  f o r  t h e  F r e n c h ,  t h e i r  grand 
invasion p r o j e c t  ~ a d e  i t  worthvhile f o r  Qnce to 
s a c r i f i c e  t h e i r  urn rein2 orcmenks for t h e  s a k e  of 
p r e v e n t i n g  the B r i t i s h  f roa f e c e i v i n q  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e d  
s e a m e n  t h e y  s o  d e s p e r a t e l y  needed,  XB u a s  n o t  u n t i l  
t h e  c o m b i n e d  F r e n c h  and S p a n i s h  operations h a d  been 
q u i t e  given u p  i n  O c t o b e r  1779 t h a t  F r e n c h  
p r o c r a s t i n a t i a n  a n d  o b s t r u c t i o n  c e a s e d  a b r u p t l y  a n d  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  forged a h e a d  t o  c u l m i n a t e  i n  t h e  s i g n i n g  
of t h e  cartel i n  a a r c h  1780, (20) 
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CHAPTER V 

THE B R I T I S H  PHfSON SYSTEB 

G r e a t  B r i t a i n  had l o n g  r e l i e d  on t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a s  

t h e  ~ r t a i n s t a y  of its p e n a l  s y s t e ~ ,  A p p r o x i a a t e l g  two 

t h o u s a n d  c r i m i n a l s  were e x p o r t e d  each year u p  t o  3717 when 

t h e  nuiabers i n c r e a s e d  a f t e r  t h e  p a s s a g e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  

a l f o u i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  for o t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  c a p i t a l  

offences, 1 7 )  T h i s  s y s t e n  .mot s e v e r a l  needs- It was 

i n e x p e n s i v e ,  avoided the c o a p l a i n t s  of those neas p r i s o e s ,  

a n d  p o p u l a t e d  the c o l o n i e s ,  P e r h a p s  because of t h i s  

e x p e d i e n t ,  a p e n a l  s y s t e a  was n e v e r  f u l l y  d e v e l o p e d ,  T h o s e  

p r i s o n e r s  r e ~ a i n i n g  i n  B r i t a i n  were c a r e d  f o r  by c o n t r a c t i n g  

o u t  t o  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  for t h e i r  keep, A s  a p r o f i t  

o r i e n t e d  e n t e s p r i s e ,  t h i s  l e d  t o  squalor, o v e r c r o w d i n g ,  aad 

c o r r u p t i o n ,  What t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  left was a series o f  

"minis t u r e  i n s  t i t u t i o n s n ,  small p r i v a t e  jails w i t h  g e n e r a l l y  

fewer t h a n  t e n  p r i s o n e r s ,  A c o a f u s i o n  of i n s t i t u t i o n s  and 

c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  a l l  with p r o b l e m s  of f i n a n c i n g ,  all aiming t o  

keep costs  low,  leaving the care of i n a a t e s  often c o n t r a c t e d  

o u t  t o  p r i v a t e  c i t i z e n s  i n  the b u s i n e s s  of keeping 

p r i s o n e r s ,  P r o f i t  t a k i n g  p r i o r i t y  o v e r  care for p r i s o n e r s ,  

t h e  i n m a t e s  suffered from n e g l e c t ,  (2) 



The war v i t h  Aaerica b r o u g h t  a s u d d e n  e n d  t o  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  and  E n g l a n d  t u r n e d  t o  the u s e  of h u l k s  as  a  

*c tampora rp  e x p e d i e n t , ' *  Those who would  have  b e e n  

transportea worked a t  h a r d  l a b o u r  and r e t u r n e d  t o  h u l k s  a t  

n i g h t ,  T v o  h u l k s  a t  Boolwich,  t h e  JUSTITZB a n d  t h e  CEBSOR, 

were t u r n e d  i n t o  p r i s o n s ,  'She s y s t e m  was e x p a a d e d  t o  

Posts l t ronth  and Pl y a o u t h ,  s e r v i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  war, By 

1782 t h e  p r i s o n s  h a d  d e t e r i o r a t e d  t h r o u g h  o v e r c r o w d i n g  and 

l a c k  o f  a a i n t e n a n c e .  New l e g i s l a t i o n  tried to s o l v e  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  b u t  o n l y  v o r s e n e d  it, The h u l k s  became places of 

c o n f i n e w e n t  f a t h e r  t h a n  aere s l e e p i n g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  d a y  

l a b o u r i n g  p r i s o n e r s ,  klaaagement was t u r n e d  e n t i r e l y  over t o  

c o n t r a c t o r s ,  f3 )  John Howard had v i s i t e d  t h e  JUSTITTA i n  

1776, f i n d i n g  f i f t h ,  s i c k n e s s ,  bad f o o d ,  a n d  a d e a t h  r a t e  o f  

t h i r t y  p e r  cent p e r  yea r .  ( t i )  A t  t h e  same time, h u l k s ,  u h i c h  

had  been  u s e d  t o  a l i e n i t e d  e x t e n t  i n  t h e  S e v e n  Years War, 

were p u t  in u s e  f o r  p r i s o n e r s  of war, I n  t h a t  sar,  t h e  

s y s t e m  had f a l l e n  i n t o  t h e  b a n d s  of c o r r u p t  c o n t s a c t o r s  and 

agen t s ,  Some blame was d u e  t h e  T r a n s p o r t  O f f i c e  v h i c h  was 

* * s l a c k  and corrupLn ( 5 )  

These was l i t t l e  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  h u l k  s i t u a t i o n ,  

a l t h o u g h  i n  the e a r l y  y e a r s  o f  t h e  war w i t h  t h e  c o l o n i e s  t h e  

a c c u m u l a t i o a  of p r i s o n e r s  f o r c e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h ~ e n t  of 



p e r m a n e n t  p r i s o n s  t o  house them, A s  o n e  writer h a s  p u t  it,  

the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was i~ no p o s i t i o n  t o  c o p e  v i t h  p r i s o n  

r e f o r m :  

H a r a s s e d  b y  a n a v a l  war i n  E u r o p e ,  a n d  by the b l o o d y  
w r a n q l e  in Braerica; b e s e t  by ref or@-agi ta t ion  ia 
E n g l a n d ,  a n d  c h r o n i c  i n s u r r e c t i o n  i n  I r e l a n d ;  and 
l a s t l y  c o n f o u n d e d  by a  spasm , ~ f  P r o t e s t a n t i s m  s h i c h  
had c o n v u l s e d  t h e  p o p u l a c e  i n t o  P o p e r y q  r i o t s ,  
Lord  Northas r i c k e t y  c a b i n e t  had n e i t h e r  taste  n o r  
l e i s u r e  f o r  e x p e r i a e n t s  i n  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e , f 6 )  

W h i l e  r e f o r r a  was slcw t o  corae t o  t h e  p r i s o n  s y s t e m  

fo r  c o n v i c t s  i n  B r i t a i n ,  a e a s u r e s  to deal  v i t h  p r i s o n e r s  o f  

war Mere t a k e n  v e r y  e a r l y  i n  t h e  war, An ac t  p a s s e d  i n  1776 

se t  down t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  p r i s o n e r s  of war  and set a s i d e  

m a j o r  i n s t a l a t i o n s  i n  P o r t s m o u t h  a n d  P l p o u t h  f o r  t h e i r  

reception a n d  d e t e n t i o n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  s m a k l e r  d e p o k s  d e s i g n e d  

more a s  r e g i o n a l  c o l L e c t i c n  p o i n t s  and a ~ a j o r  p r i s o n  i n  

I r e l a n d ,  F o r t o n  near P o r t m o u t h  a n d  R i f f  a t  Pf yemath sere 

the main p r i s o n s  fo r  h o l d i a g  Amer ican  p r i s o n e r s  of war, 

H h i f e  t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s  were s u p p o s e d  t o  be t h e  p l a c e  o f  

c o n f i n e n i e n t  f o r  A m e r i c a n  g r i s o a e r s  o f  war, t h e r e  was 

o c c a s i o n a l  c o n f u s i o n  a t  t h e  local  l e v e l  and a a g i s t r a t e s  

l o c k e d  up  some imericass i n  f o c a l  ja i ls ,  47) The  act 

d e s i g n a t e d  the A m e r i c a n s  taken i n  aras a g a i n s t  the Rinq a s  

t r a i t o r s  and  p i r a t e s ,  b u t  a l so  s t a t e d  t h a t  a n y  p e r s o n s  

suspected of ~ i g h  T r e a s o n  c o m a i t t e d  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s  os on 



the High Seas wefe n o t  t o  be t r i e d  u n t i l  a f t e r  J a n u a r y  1, 

3778,  The act was rel iewed each y e a r  p o s t p o n i n g  t h e  date of 

t r i a l  a n d  l e a v i n g  open t h e  o p t i o n  of a p a r d c n  and exchange 

as p r i s o n e r s  of war, 18) 

I n  a n  effort t o  a v c i d  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  ra inpaa t  i n  t h e  

c o n t r a c t  s y s t e m  of m n a g i n g  p r i s o n s ,  t h e  k e e p e r s  of F o r t o a  

a n d  B i l l  p r i s o n s  vere d i r e c t  a p p o i n t m e n t s  B y  the AdmiraZty,  

The  p r o f i t  incentive was d e a l t  with by  p r o v i d i n g  a p a i d  

s t a f f ,  T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o a  of the J s e x p l o i t a t i o l a  of t h e  

p r i s o n e r s *  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  prison s y s t e a  was a n  i ~ p r o s e i w m t ,  

i f  n o t  q u i t e  a "great a d v a n ~ e , ~  Direct a p p o i n t m e n t s  aud 

s a l a r i e d  staff h i t  a t  the c o r r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  b u t  d i d  

n o t  s t r i k e  at t h e  source, That t h e  job of c a r i n g  f o r  

p r i s o n e r s  was sti l l  u s e d  for p r i v a t e  p r o f i t  is e v i d e n t  i n  

t h e  p r i s o n e r  c o g d p l a i n t s  " t h a t  t h e  k e e p e r  was u a t s r i n g  the 

b e e @ ,  f e e d i n g  h i s  p i g s  on t h e  p r i s o n e r s *  food"  a n d  condoning 

b r i b e r y .  19) 

H a i n t a i n i n g  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  p r i s o n s  was a c o n s t a n t  

h e a d a c h e ,  c o n v e r t e d  from h o s p i t a l s ,  t h e  p r i s o n s  vere p o o r l y  

d e s i g n e d  fox s e c u r i t y ,  w h i l e  i n t p r o v e ~ l l e n t s  were made i s r  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e s  t h r o u g h o n t  t h e  aar, k e e p i n g  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  

c o a f i n e d  gas l a r g e l y  d e p e s d e n t  upon a n  a d e q u a t e  and a l e r t  

guard, The m i l ~ t i a  used for guard  service was a n y t h i n q  b u t  



a d e q u a t e  a n d  a l e f t ,  E m p o s e d  o f  raw r e c r u i t s ,  the a g e d  and 

i n v a l i d s ,  the ~ i l i t i a  u n i t s  sere s o  p o o r  t h a t  t h e y  uere 

r e p l a c e d  w i t h  ~ i l i t a s y  units u s e d  i n  month ly  r o t a t i o n  from 

n e a r b y  s t a g i n g  bases, t l 0 )  A c c e p t i n g  b r i b e s  t o  a i d  escapes 

and  c o n n i v i n g  a i t h  the focal p o p u l a c e  to s h a r e  t h e  r e w a r d s  

f o r  r e c a p t u r e  was widespread among t h e  guard .  The soldiers 

were a l so  " h a l f - h e a r t e d  i n  t h e i r  job, r e s e n t i n g  the 

c h e e s e p a i r i n g  a t t i t u d e  af t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  who grudged thea 

t h e i r  p rope r  s u p p l y  o f  coals  a n d  candles ,"  [ I f )  T h e  g u a r d  

was u s u a l l y  t h i r t y  t o  forty Ben, but would be  doubled when 

conditions w a r r a n t e d ,  (12) C o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r i s o n s  

d e p e n d e d  i u  l a r g e  asasare & o r e  on t h e  g u a r d s  t h a n  on 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c y ,  B new g u a r d  a f  l o v e d  G u s t a v u s  

Conynghasa g s e a t e s  l i b e r t y  and he concluded t h a t  there was a 

"verrp- material D i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o r d e r s  o f  t h e  

Guarde,  a (13) 

T r e a t r a e n t  fluctuated with i n d i v i d u a l  g u a r d s ,  t h e  

p o l i c i e s  of t h e i r  c c ~ i i i a n d e ~ s ,  and t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p r i s o n s ,  T h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  the p r i s o a e r s  i n  I r e l a n d  was 

p a r t l y  t h e  r e s u l t  of aa overseas m e n t a l i t y  lauap froa honte 

s t a t i o n  and f a r  f rum s u p e ~ v i s o r y  a u t h o r i t y )  t h a t  v e n t e d  

i t s e l f  o n  the l o c a l  citizenry a s  well, H a r g a r e t  Bazlitt, a 

wonan who g r e g  up near K i n s a l e ,  recalled V h e  u n b r i d l e d  

licence of t h e  army (who t o o k  l i b e r t i e s  i n  I r e l a n d  t h a t  t h e y  



dared  n o t  d o  a t  h m e )  made it d a n g e r o u s  t o  o f f e a d  t h e  

h a u g h t y  o f f i c e r s ,  who seemed to  t h i n k  w e a r i n g  a s w o r d  

e n t i t l e d  them t o  domiaeer over t h e i r  f e l l o x  s u b j e c t s - " 1 1 4 )  

T h o s e  i n  charge o f  p r i s o n e r s  i n  B r i t a i n  were n o t  

t o t a l l y  n e g l e c t f u l ,  R e s p c a d i n g  t o  p r i s o n e r  c o ~ p l a i n t s ,  t h e y  

a t t e a p t e d  t o  r e c t i f y  a b u s e s . t h a t  caiue t o  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n  a n d  

h a d  a s t a n d i n g  p o l i c y  of inves t iga t ing  every dea th  t h a t  

o c c u r r e d  in p r i s o n ,  However, they u s u a l l y  s u f f e r e d  f r o g  an  

i n a d e q u a t e  b u d g e t ,  a n d  t h e  manner  and c o q c l u s i o n s  of their 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  v e r e  Bore i a  t h e  c a t e g o r y  of w h i t e w a s h  t h a n  

c o a a e n d a b f e  p r a c t i c e ,  f 15) 

The t o t a l  nuiaber of p r i s o n e r s  h e l d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  war 

was a p p r o x i a a t e l y  2508 f o r  f o r t o n  a n d  H i l l  a l o n e ,  T h e  

number at a n y  o n e  time v a r i e d  c o n s i d e ~ a b l y  f o r  each p r i s o n  

depending o n  e s c a p e s ,  d e a t h s ,  . a n d  e x c h a n g e s ,  g i Z 1  f i r s t  

t o o k  i n  A m e r i c a n  prisoners of war o n  Bay 27, 1777, and still 

h a d  seven o n  J u l y  30, 3382,  Howard + o t a P e d  1296 f o r  t h e  

d u r a t i o n  o d  t h e  war, F o r t o n  h a d  1,200 by Howardas c o u n t ,  

b e g i n n i n g  J u n e  73, 1737 ,  w i t h  133 still cornfined on Noveaber  

6,  3782. There  v e r e  fewer t h a n  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  p r i s o n e r s  a t  

F o r t o n  o r  E i l l  t h r o u g h  1777,  v i t h  t h e  n u ~ b e r s  c f i a b i n g  to 

a r o u n d  s i x  h u n d r e d  { i n  M i l l )  i n  F e b r u a r y  1782, P o r t o n  

s e e a e d  t o  level off a r o u n d  250 p r i s o n e r s  t o  t h e  e a d  of the 

war. C a p t u r e  of a l a r y e  crew c o u l d  d r a s t i c a l l y  increase t h e  

total , .  (16) 



T h e  h e a l t h  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  was a major t o p i c  

c o n c e r n i n g  the a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  charge of the naval  p r i s o n e r s  

o f  war, & a n y  o f  t h e  n e v l y  a r r i v e d  c a p t i v e s  were wounded or  

ill a n d  n e e d e d  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  O t h e r s  c a u g h t  small p a x  o r  

*$gaol f e v e r 1 #  a n d  n e e d e d  t o  be s e g r e g a t e d  t o  a v c i d  a n  

e p i d e m i c ,  T h i s  c o n c e r i i  had i ts  sources o u t s i d e  the  

government ,  There was t h e  t h r e a t  of Araerican r e t a l i a t i o n  o n  

B r i t i s h  p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e i r  hands ,  C l o s e r  t o  home were t h e  

a d v o c a t e s  of the aiasmatic t h e o r y  of c o n t a g i o n ,  F o u l  

c o n d i t i o a s  produced o d o r s  t h a t  f o s t e r e d  the  s p r e a d  o f  

d i s e a s e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  this t h e o r y ,  Pressure was b r o u g h t  t o  

bear o n  &he government t o  k e e p  c o n d i t i o n s  ~ e a s o r a a b l y  c lean-  

T h i s  g r o u p  o v e r l a p p e d  w i t h  t h e  h u m a n i t a r i a n s  a a d  c l e r g y  who 

a i d e d  t h o s e  who s u f f e r e d  the ills of n e g l e c t ,  T h e r e  was 

a l s o  p r e s s u r e  brought t o  b e a r  fro& the p o l i t i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  

a n d  t h o s e  s y ~ p a t h e t i c  ta the A m e r i c a n  c a u s e ,  T h e s e  t h r e e  

p r e s s n r e  g r o u p s  c o n b i a e d  Bad a Eormidable  i n f l u e n c e  o n  

governatlent p o l i c y  f o r t w l a t i a n ,  a n d  soiee effect on  the 

p r a c t i c e  a t  t h e  p r i s o n s ,  (17) 

G e n e r a l l y  the h e a l t h  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  was r e m a r k a b l y  

good, J o n a t h a n  C a r p e n t e r  d r e w  that c o n c l u s i o n  i n  

a i d - F e b r u a r y ,  1779: "by kind P r o v i d e a c e  we are very healthy 

[ a s ]  we h a ~ e  n o t  P o s t  b u t  9 men Died i n  t h i s  p l a c e  s i n c e  t h e  

first P r i s o n e r s  were c o ~ i u f t t e d  which is a l m o s t  2 g e a r s -  

 fro^ this t h e  to t h e  end of the war, houever, Xhe d e a t h  

r a t e  f o r  American p r i s o n e r s  of war ~ o u b l e d .  { ' l \ t 3 )  



Haslar b o s p i t a f  s o u t h  of G o s p o r t ,  near P o r t s a o u t h ,  

t o o k  i n  sick p r i s o n e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  it ~ a i n l y  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  n a v a l  h o s p i t a l  i n  t h e  s o u t h  o f  Great B f i t a i n ,  f 19) 

J o n a t h a n  C a r p e n t e r  went d i r e ~ t l y  f r o m  a g u a r d s h i p  i n  t h e  

h a r b o u r  t o  H a s l a r  o n  19 B a y  1778 ,  d e s c r i b i n g  i t  a s  a v e r y  

f i n e  b u i l d i n g  *#where t h e r e  was u p w a r d s  of 1 7 0 0  men b e l o n g i n g  

t o  y e  S h i p i n g , w { 2 0 )  

T h i s  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  d e a t h  rate was n o t  d u e  t o  a n y  

c h a n g e  i o  B r i t i s h  h e a l t h  p o l i c i e s  or practices, These seam 

t o  h a v e  b e e n  l a u d a b l e ,  The C o a i a i s s i o n  fo r  Sick and B u r t  

Seanaes. {CSHS) p a i d  * + s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  matters of h e a l t h H  

throughout t h e  Mar, They provides an  a s s i s t a n t  surgeon, 

a d d e d  a p h a r a a c i s t ,  t o o k  g r e a t  care i n  p l a n n i n g  a new 

h o s p i t a l  b u i l d i n g ,  h a d  a s h e d  b u i l t  f o r  shade i n  t h e  s u a m e r ,  

a n d  met the " s u d d e n  i n f e c t i c n  of t h e  s u m n e r  of 1382 b y  

b r i n g i n g  i n  a n  e x t r a  p h y s i c i a n ,  (21) Xt was CSHS po l i cy ,  for  

exa~ple, to grant i n o c u l a t i m  for  s a a l l  pax on  r e q u e s L j 2 2 )  

T h i s  h a d  l i t t l e  effect c n  prisoner h e a l t h  b e c a u s e  ninety p e r  

c e n t  o f  the American p r i s o n e r s  h a d  a l r e a d y  had e i t h e r  sniall 

pox o r  been i n o c u l a t e d .  O n  Warch 1, 1779, J o n a t h a n  

C a r p e n t e r  was i u o c u l a t e d  a long  w i t h  -26 more b e i n g  a f f  t h a t  

n e v e r  had H e  went t o  h o s p i t a l  a ~ d  emerged t w o  w e e k s  

l a t e r ,  " c l e a n s e d  of gox,** (23) The  p o l i c y  t o v a r d  i n o c u l a t i o a  

p r o b a b l y  h a d  its i m p e t u s  in t h e  d o c t o r s  a t  Hill learning 



that t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were i n o c u l a t i n g  t h e a s e l v e s ,  B r i t i s h  

m e d i c a l  p r a c t i c e  c a l l e d  for i s o l a t i o n  of the i n o c d a t e d  

p r i s o n e r  so t h e  secret p r a c t i c e  of i n o c u l a t i o n  would h a v e  

been  v e r y  wor r i some  t o  t h e  ~ e d i c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  (24)  

T h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n s  on h e a l t h  s t a n d a r d s  p u t  forth by 

t h e  CSBS h a d  l i t t l e  c o r r e l a  t i o n  u i t h  the r e a l i t y  w i t h i n  the - 

p r i s o n s ,  which d i d  n o t  change t h r o u g h  t h e  war. One e x a m p l e  

is the Coralttissiona s c o n c e r n  f o r  c f e a n l i n e s s ,  Wash tubs were 

provides, g e n e r a l  c l e a n i a g s  were e n c o u r a g e d ,  b u t  t h e  p r i s o n s  

a n d  h o s p i t a l s  s i m p l y  n o t  ~lean,~f25) P r e s h  water was 

s u p p o s e d  t o  be s u p p l i e d  d a i l y ,  b u t  d i t c h e s  a n d  d r a i n s  ware 

u s e d  f o r  c o l l e c t i o n  a n d  t h e  p r i s o n e r s S  water was t h e s e f o r e  

hard ly  f resh ,  The p r i s o n e r s  comp.Laiaed abouk t h e  c o n d i t i o n  

of t h e  water b u t  t o  no  a v a i 2 ,  (26) 

B r i t i s h  c o n c e r n  for the h e a l t h  o f  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  had a 

t w o f o l d  purpose .  T h e r e  was a w i d e s p r e a d  E e a r  t h a t  c o n t a g i o n  

i n  t h e  p r i s o n s  would s p r e a d  t o  t h e  p o p u l a c e ,  So it was i n  

t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e  n a t i o n  t o  k e e p  t h e  p r i s o n s  h e a l t h y  

e n o u g h  t o  p r e v e n t  e p i d e m i c s ,  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  it was 

hoped t h a t  a g m d  p e r c e n t a g e  of B n t e r i c a n s  g o u l d  j o i n  the  

B r i t i s h  c a u s e ,  h e a l t h y  pris~ners b e i n g  a n  i a v e s t ~ e n t  in 

aanpower  r e c r u i t m e n t ,  Volnnteers f ro@ t h e  p r i s o n s  were 

n e v e r  n u a e r o u s ,  E v e n  among those who did v o f u q t e e r  were 



some who s t a t e d  their i n t e r a t  was t o  expedite t h e i r  

e s c a p e ,  (27 )  Connor3 s r e c o r d s  f o r  Foxton  list o n l y  

t w e n t y - t h r e e  men a s  e n t e r i n g  i n  t h e  y e a r  a n d  a half t h a t  h e  

was i ~ p r i s o n e d ,  This rate o f  entry  i s  o n l y  one-fifth the 

e s c a p e  r a t e ,  ( 2 8 )  

B r i t i s h  p o l i c y  c o n c e r a i n g  what to do w i t h  A o e r i c a n  

p r i s o n e r s  of war v e n t  through s e v e r a l  c h a n g e s  through t h e  

c o a r s e  of t h e  war, A t  f i r s t ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  r e b e l l i o n  o f  

s h o r t  d u r a t i o n  a n d  about t o  b e  put doun,  p f i s o n e r s  were 

c o n s i d e r e d  r e b e l s ,  pirates, and trai tors  who would l i k e l y  

hang  for their acts against the Crowa, Thus prison was just 

a d e t e n t i o n  camp b e f o r e  trial and  haaging. A s  the 

p r o t r a c t e d  n a t u r e  of t h e  s t r u g g l e  c a m  to  be  u n d e r s t o o d ,  and 

e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  S a r a t o g a ,  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  began t o  b e  

c o n s i d e r e d  a s  p r i s o n e r s  of war. Overt r e c o g n i t i o n  of s u c h  

status, however, was a u h i l e  fongef  in coming,  Throughout 

t h e  war t h e r e  was steady F r e s s u r e  t o  accept a pasdon and 

e n f i s t  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  s e r v i c e ,  Pith the e n t r y  o f  F r a n c e  

i n t o  t h e  war and the c o n s e q u e n t  f e a r  o f  invasion, the need 

f o r  r e t n r n  o f  s k i l l e d  B r i t i s h  seamen held a s  p r i s o n e r s  of  

war becatrte a c u t e ,  E n l i s t m e n t  of Americans t ook  a lover 

p r i o r i t y  to exchange, American prisoner escapes i n  a n s w e r  

t o  p r e s s a r e  t o  e n l i s t  h e l p e d  change  t h i s  p r i o r i t y *  B u t  

trterchaat p r e s s u r e  k e p t  exchange  of Amer icans  fro= t a k i n g  



place ,  w h i l e  an  agreement for exchange w i t h  France was 

agreed upon, Finally, in an ef fort  to reach a s e p a r a t e  

peace  settlement w i t h  America, the exchange of p r i s o n e r s  

became a token gesture cf goodwill, 

B r i t i s h  p o l i c y  gas always out of  l i n e  with  p r a c t i c e  

at t h e  p r i s o n s ,  but t h e  nature of that tseataent seeBs not 

to have  been t h e  determining factor regarding t h e  health of 

t h e  American prisoners, British policy, as f a r  as it went, 

also seess to have been enacted not out  of h u ~ a n i t a r i a n  

concern but rather a s  a reaction t o  outside pressures, 

e i t h e r  fro@ t h e  prisoners or t h e  British public, 
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b r i n g  t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  a "mis take"  
h a d  been made and seemed t o  b r i n g  b e t t e r  r e s u l t s  t h a n  
p e t i t i o n s ,  T u r n e r  sees the a t t i t u d e  o f  B r i t i s h  author i t i e s  
as  b e i n g  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  " t o l e r a n c e  a n d  good s e n s e ,  
w h e r e a s  h e r  exaaples show c o r r u p t i o n  and  c o n f u s i o n  o n  t h e  
l o c a l  l e v e l  a n d  a n  a d r s i n i s t r a  t i o n  p r e s s u r e d  i n t ~  
h u m a n i t a r i a n  p r o c l a i a a t i o n s  as  o p p o s e d  to  a c t i o n s  b a s e d  upoa 
p r i n c i p l e ,  T h e r e  s e e a s  t o  be l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  cf c o n c e r n  
t h a t  p o l i c i e s  were i a p l e a e n t e d  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  and 
c o a c e r n e d  l o c a l  m a g i s t r a t e s  Mere r e v e a l i n g  t h e i r  c o n f u s i o n  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  war, (p, 200)- 

(8) Both Forton a n d  # i l l  h a d  buildings d a t i n g  back to 
Queen A s n e y s  r e i g n ,  s e r v i n g  a s  h o s p i t a l s  f o r  p o i s o n e r s  of 
war i n  e a r f e r  wars, C h r i s t o p h e r  L l o y d  and J a c k  L- S ,  
C o u l t e s ,  HEDICHNE A N D  THE H A V Y  1200-3900, 4 a o l s , ,  
(Ed inburgh :  E, E 5. L i v i n g s t o n e ,  1 9 6 1 ) ,  3:108, forton is 
a l so  r e g e r r e d  t o  a s  Forten, F o r t u n e ,  a n d  FauBton; see Isaac 
J, Greenwood, CAPTAIN JOAN HANLEY SECOND IN BAlK IN THE 
UNITED STATES N A V Y  1776-1783 [Boskon: C, E ,  Goodspeed E C o , ,  
3975), p, 119, For d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o a s  of t h e s e  p r i s o n s  
see C h a p t e r  VL. The  ~ a j o r  p r i s o n  i a  I r e l a n d  was K i n s a l e ,  
l o c a t e d  n o t  f a r  f r o &  Brandon, near C o r k ;  see E r n e s t  J, 
Eoyne, "The Eeverend k i l l i a a  Hazlitt: B Friend of Liberty i n  
I r e l a n d  D u r i n g  the Were-rican P e v o l u t i o n , "  HILLIAH ABD U R Y  
QUBRTZBLY 2 1  { A p r i l  1964)  2288-289, The r e g i o n a l  
d e p o t - p r i s o n s  were located ia L i v e r p o o l ,  Deal, Weyaoath,  a a d  
a p r i s o n  s h i p  a t  Chatham, See 98/11/218,  305; 98/13/96, 
509-5 30; 96/34/24[i, 301,  and T u r n e r ,  l*Ataerican Prisoners, 
p- 201, Turner  m e n t i o n s  other prisons located i n  E d i a h u r g h ,  
Sllreusbury,  ~ r i s t o l ,  a n d  Penbroke,  fp ,  2013, F o r  a 
d i s c u s s i o n  of the Aaerican captives1 status as bath t r a i t o r s  
and p r i s o n e r s  o f  war, see H a r i o n  and J a c k  K a ~ i n k o w ,  8BRZMERS 
OF THE BPIEATCAN R E V  OLCJTIOI, (Sal t  irttore, tYiaryland: Hagna 
C h a r t a  Book Co,, 1967), p, xii, 

19) Turner ,  flArtterican F r i s a n e r s , "  pp- 20 1-202- The 
k e e p e r  r e c e i v e d  a s a l a r y  of 150 p o u n d s  a n n u a l l y ,  h i s  clerk 
50, t h r e e  t u r n k e y s  4 0  each, a steward 25, cook 20, and a 
snrgeon a n d  labourer were paid by t h e  day- O t h e r  f u r n k e y s  
were a d d e d  when t h e  l o a d  of E u r o p e a n  p r i s o n e r s  c r a w d e d  t h e  
p r i s o n s ,  (see M - P l ,  B,/Adrtl/&l/YQ4* 1 9  A p r i l  1777). Zhe 
t a p r o o m  fo r  t h e  s a l e  of a l c o h o l  was out laued  i n  3751 f 2 4  
G e o r g e  11, c, 40, secs, 13-16) b u t  t h e  practice  never was 
e l i a i n a t e d .  F o r  t h e  history of t h e  p r i s o n  reform moveiaent 
a n d  the series o f  laws passed t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  p h i g h t  of 
p r i s o n e r s  i n  B r i t i s h  j a i l s ,  see Richard S ,  E. Hindo, THE 
BBLTISH PENAL SYSTEH, 1'773-1 950, {London: G e r a l d  Duckworth G 
Co., 1951 ) ,  pp. 14, 17-20, 



(10) J o h n  K, A l e x a n d e r ,  ' * F o r t o n  P r i s o n  D u r i n g  t h e  
American B e v o l u t i o a :  A Case S t u d y  of B r i t i s h  P r i s o n e r  of war 
P o l i c y  a n d  t h e  A a e r i c a n  P r i s o n e r  B e s p o n s e  t o  t h a t   policy,^ 
ESSEX INSTITUTE FIISITOBICBL GBLLECTIONS 10,3 (Qc t o b e r  
1967) :381; T i m o t h y  Connor ,  n A  Yankee P r i v a t e e r s ~ l a n  i n  P r i s o n  
i n  E n g l a n d  1777-1779," B l i l l i a a  R, C u t t e r ,  ed,, NEB ENGLAMD 
HISTORICAL G GE24EBLOGfCBL REGISTER, pp- 70, 168, 281 ,  
31 :285; 98/31/96, 140, f u r n e r ,  a A ~ e r i c a n  P r i s ~ n e r s , ~  p, 
204, The h e i g h t  of t h e  w a l l  a t  F o r t o n  was i n c r e a s e d  and 
a d d i t i o n a l  l i g h t s  were p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  s e n t r i e s ,  Kamiakow, 
B A B I # E B S ,  p, xv, T h e  E l i f l  prison wails  were r a i s e d  f i v e  
feet a n d  sixteen l i g h t s  were p l a c e d  a r o u n d  t h e @ ,  S e p t e n b e r  
24, 1777, Saauel  C u t l e r ,  " P r i s o n  S h i p s ,  a,nd the *Old Bill 
P r i s o n , '  P lymouth ,  Eng land ,  1777," MEW ENGLAMD HLSTBRICAL & 
GfW E A L O G I C U  R E G f S T E B  32 ( I  876) :395* C u t l e r  d e t a i l e d  t h e  
s e c u r i t y  a r r a n g e m e n t s  as 12 l a ~ p s ,  4 0  men on g u a r d  and 13 
s e n t r i e s ,  fp, 188)- 

11 1) T u r n e r ,  wAlaer ican   prisoner^,^ p, 204, T u r n e r  
f i n d s  t h a t  t h e  d e c e n t l y  s a l a r i e d  t u r n k e y s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
t h i s  d o u b l e  dealing f o r  b r i b e s  a n d  rewards ,  L $ k e i s i s e ,  w h i l e  
s t a t i n g , t h e  s t i n g y  a t t i t u d e  of a u t h o r i t i e s  t o w a r d  p r i s o n  
g u a r d s ,  d o e s  n o t  see t h i s  c a r r i e d  o v e r  t o  t r e a t ~ e n t  o f  t h e  
p r i s o a e r s ,  T u r n e r  does n o t  e n t e r t a i n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
t h i s  r e s e n t m e n *  t o w a r d  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  c o u l d  be t a k e n  o u t  o n  
the p r i s o n e r s ,  n o r  does s h e  a t t e ~ ~ t  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  "great 
a d v a n c e "  reforias w i t h  t h e  l e v e l  of c o r r u p t i o n  s h e  d e t a i l s ,  

(12)  Connor ,  31~285, T h e  a p p r o a c h  of A ~ e r i c a n  
p r i v a t e e r s  or fear o f  t h e  F r e n c h  f l e e t  making an  attesapt t o  
release t h e  prisoners icr the p r i s o n e r s  making a &ass escape 
t o  c o i n c i d e  v i t h  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  e i t h e r )  b r o u g h t  out m r e  
g u a r d s ,  

(13) B o b e ~ t  W, Neezner, ed,, LETTEES BBID PBPERS 
8EZATfNG TO THE CRUISES OP GUSTBVUS COHPIGHAfi -- A C A P T B f l  
Of THE COITIIJENTBL NAVY 1?37-17791 (Zondora, 3915 ; r e p c h t  
e d ,  , P o r t  Eaashington,  N e w  York: KennQkat  P r  ess, IWO], pp,. 
171-172, Conyngha~  was conf i n e d  a t  M i l l  i n  Augus t ,  1779, 
and  h e  r e m a r k e d  upon his change of f o r t u n e  o n  A u g u s t  5, 
1379, 

(14) Pioyne, "Beverend  tZazli t t fM p, 288, see p, 286 
f o r  e x a m p l e s  o f  i t i i l i t a r y  h a s a s s m e n t  of I r i s h  ~ i t i z e a s .  

(15) T u r n e r ,  " A a e r i c a n  P r i s o a e r ~ , ~  p, 202 n, 4, 
T u r n e r  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h i s  o r d e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  xesul ted  i n  
no  deaths of  p s i s o n e r s  c l o s e l y  c o n f i n e d  {ia the n h o l d f s  or  
l'blaclc h o l e M ) ,  T h i s  l a c k  o f  d e a t h s  must  b e  p a r t i a l l y  



c r e d i t e d  t o  p r i s o n e r  policy o f  s h a r i n g  r a t i o n s  w i t h  - those o n  
half a l l o w a n c e  i n  t h e  b l a c k  hole, T h e  t h r ea t  of a n  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  d i d  n o t  seem t o  a f f e c t  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  n o  visits 
o f  t h e  d o c t o r  t o  t h o s e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  close c o n f i n e a e n t ,  See 
Connor ,  p, 72, f o r  t h e  i n q n i r y  p r o c e d u r e  f o l l o u i n g  t h e  
deaths of p r i s o n e r s  i n  h o s ~ i t a l ,  T h e  A d m i r a l t y  a l s o  way 
h a v e  b a c k e d  i n t o  t h e i r  ~ o l i c y  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  They sere 
a w a r e  of ~ a g l i s h  s y m p a t h y  for the A m e r i c a n s  and t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  of a C o r m i t t e e  f o r  Araericaar P r i s o n e r s  W h i c h  t o o k  
up i n d i v i d u a l  cases, ** T u r n e r ,  *lArtlerican Y r i s o n e r ~ , ~  p- 202,  
a n d  Nlk!,2I,/Ad~/H/40U, 23  Novelnber 1780, 

(15) J o h n  Boward, TRE STATE OF T H E  P B I S O E S  I I  EIGLAMD 
AND WALES, WITH PRELfElfNA&f Q B S E B V A T I O N S ,  A N D  A N  BCIOUMT OF 
SQBE POREXGN P3TSOMS A N D  HOSPITALS, 4th ed., (London: J, 
J o h n s o n ,  C, D i l l y ,  E T, C a d e l l ,  1792) ,  p, 385, g i v e s  the 
total of 1296 A ~ e r i c a n s  a s  well a s  t h e  t o t a l s  f o r  European  
p r i s o n e r s  of gar- Howard also  h a s  t h e  d a t e s  f o r  the f i rs t  
a r r i v a l  a n d  30  J u l y  1 7 8 2  figure, (p, 394) -  B i l l i a ~  0 ,  
C l a r k ,  " I n  D e f e n s e  of Thomas Digges,** PENMSYZVBIIW M A G A Z I N E  
OF HISTORY E BfOGPAPfffl 77 { O c t o b e r  '3953):399, notes 289 ou 
28 December 1777;  J o h n  K- A l e x a n d e r ,  e d - ,  n J o n a t h a n  
C a r p e n t e r  aad t h e  A a e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o a :  T h e  J o u r n a l  o f  a n  
Aiaer ican Naval  P r i s o n e r  o f  Var and  Vermont, I n d i a n  P i g l i t e r , ' *  
VERkfOIT HZSTORY 35 { S p r i n g  1968) :8Z, h a s  Uupwards of 300" o n  
12 J a n u a r y  3739, Wom~ard fp, 185) lists 298 o n  F e b r u a r y  3, 
1779,  w h i l e  B e r b e r t t s  list, i n  C l a r a  Breed, n E x t r a c t s  f r o &  
t h e  J o u r n a l  o f  G e o r g e  Herbert," DAUGHTERS O F  T H E  Bf lERICAM 
BEVOLU'l t lOl  f iAGWZIBE 58 ( O c t o b e r  1924):629, has 3b4 on 7 
F e b r u a r y  1779; C l a r k ,  13Digqes ,m p- 404, f i n d s  390 i n  n i l 1  on  
8  O c t o b e r  1779; a n d  a list g i v e n  t o  Henry Z a u r e n s ,  i n  John  
Green,  " B a e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  i n  B i l l  p r i s o n  a t  P l y m o u t h ,  i n  
1782; C a p t a i n  J o h n  G r s e n g  s letter," SOUTH C A R O L I I B  
HISTORZCBL flAGBZINE 1 0  iApsil 1909):  316, t o t a l s  590 o n  19 
F e b r u a r y  1782. Howard notes t h e  s e v e n  still  these o n  3 0  
J u l y  3782, {p, 194) - F o r  F o r t o n ,  Hosrard, p- 1 8 7 ,  h a s  t h e  
g r a n d  t o t a l  a a d  t h o s e  r e m a i n i n g  i n  November 1782; C l a r k ,  
1*13igges,n p, 389 n, 45, g i v e s  119 for 29 D e c e a b e r  1 7 7 7 ;  
A l e x a n d e r ,  V a r p e ~ t e r , ~ '  p, 82, h a s  255 o n  39 F e b r u a r y  1779; 
Howard f i n d s  251 i n  Portcn on 2  March 1779 (p, 19.4) ; a n d  
C l a r k ,  " D i g g e s t n  p- 404,  numbers  135 i n  p r i s o n  o n  8 October 
3779, f o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  numbers  c o n f i n e d  t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  war, see A l e x a n d e r ,  taFor toa ,s*  p, 369, a l t h o u g h  his 
estimates a re  higher  t h a n  t h e  numbers  g i v e n  by the f irst  
hand a c c o u n t s .  Howard a l s o  v i s i t e d  t h e  c o n f i n e d  p r i s o n e r s  
a t  Pelnbroke [Old House) i n  V a l e s ,  f i n d i n g  3 7  A m e r i c a n s  on 5 
J u n e  1779, 



(17) H e n r i q u e s ,  " P r i s o n  D i ~ c i p f i n e , ~  p, 63, " t h e  
demand f o r  h y g e i n e  a n d  v e n t i A a t i o n  arose from t h e  g r o w i n g  
c o n c i o u s n e s s ,  f o s t e r e d  b y  the Flfasma t ic  theory of infection, 
t h a t  d i r t  producea s ~ e l l s  which  p r o d u c e d  d i s e a s e , "  
P u r i t a n i s m  was " a f f r o n t e d  b y  t h e  i d l e n e s s ,  c o r r u p t i o n ,  
d r u n k e n n e s s  a n d  p r o f a n e  j o l l i t y  i n  the p r i s o n s , "  F o r  t h e  
role of J o h n  ffoward a n d  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  see Hinde,  P E l A E  
SYSTEH, pp, 27-39, For t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  F r i e n d s ,  see 
R, H i n g s t o n  Pox, DR, JOHN EOTHERGILL 6 HIS PRIEBIDS: 
CHAPTEfS I;N EIGHTEENTW CEEJTUBP LIFE, (London: # a c m i l l a n  E 
Co., L t d - ,  3919),  p- 225, David H a r t l e y  a n d  t h e  Reverend  
T h o a a s  g r e n  a re  c o v e r e d  i n  C h a p t e r  Vf- The e r e c t i o n  o f  a 
h o s p i t a l  t o  h o u s e  o n e  e i g h t h  cf t h e  p r i s o n  p o p u l a t i o n  was 
c a l l e d  f o r  i n  1773- A l e x a n d e r ,  " F o r t o n , "  p, 379, see 
98/11/88, 94 ,  135- 137. 

(1 8) A l e x a n d e r ,  V a f p e n t e r , ) '  p* 82. A l e x a n d e r  
computes t h i s  t o  b e  a 2-65 p e r  c e n t  d e a t h  r a t e  a n d  n o t e s  
t h a t  Howard c o u n t e d  69 d e a t h s  f r o @  a t o t a l  wartime 
p o p u l a t i o n  o d  1200 i n  F o r t o n ,  (p, 82  n. 24)- T h i s  works  o u t  
t o  f i v e  and t h r e e  q u a r t e r  p e r  c e n t ,  Connor  and Foot drew 
t h e  same c o n c i u s i o n  a s  C a r p e n t e r ,  (Connos ,  ppo 36-39, a n d  
F o o t ,  PASSIB), Connox: h a d  counted e l e v e n  d e a t h s  i n  h i s  time 
a t  F o r t o n  and ~ e n t i o n e d  t h a t  none of t h e n  had been o f f i c e r s ,  
This s h o u l d  be an i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  
s a t e s ,  o f f i c e r  a n d  common seaman,  c a n  n o t  be c a l c u l a t e d  
e x a c t l y ,  For t h e  i q t u o  worlds of i ~ p f i s o ~ m e n t N  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  see C h a p t e r  VI, A l e x a n d e r  deals  sith d e a t h  
rates i n  n o t e  80, p a g e  380, A l e x a n d e r ,  M F o f t o n , m  c o n t g a r i n g  
t h e  A a e r i c a n  d e a t h  r a t e  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  lower r a t e s  f o r  
F r e n c h  a n d  S p a n i s h ,  H e  c l a i ~ s  t h a t  t h e  American d e a t h  r a t e  
was h i g h e r  b e c a u s e  the E u r o p e a n s  were n o t  p r i s o n e r s  f o r  l o n g  
p e r i o d s  o f  t h e -  Be a t t r i b u t e s  the h i g h e r  d e a t h  r a t e  f o r  
Americans i n  t h e  years after 1777-3779 15-35 overall v e r s u s  
2 - 6 5 ]  t o  t h e  epidemics t h a t  h i t  E n g l a n d  be tween  1780 a n d  
1785, B f n i l e  t h e  e p i d e m i c  t h e o r y  may explain t h e  h i g h e r  
l a t e r  r a t e  f o r  Amer icans ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  explain why B m e r i c a n s  
were B o r e  s u s c e p t i b l e  t h a n  t h e  P r e a c h  a n d  S p a n i s h  d u r i n g  
t h o s e  y e a r s ,  Also, t h e  j o u r n a l s  do n o t  a t t s i b a t e  t h e  d e a t h s  
t o  e p i d e m i c s ,  nor  d o  t h e y  show them i n  bunches gas would 
h a p p e n  when a s c o u r g e  h i t  t h e  region of t h e  p r i s o a , )  S e e  
C h a r l e s  E r e i g h t o n ,  ET AL., A BISTORY OF EPIDEfiZCS ZN BRITAXN 
[2d ed,, 2 v o l s , ;  New York, 3965) , 2: 363, "The i n / f u e n z a  of 
1782 was a very  d e f i n i t e  i a c i d e n t  of a feu weeks,tS The 
t a b l e  of Londoa weekly  mortali t ies s h o w s  a  juap i n  the 
s e c o n d  week o f  J u n e  f rcle 385 d e a t h s  t o  550, .the next tuo 
weeks  had  473  and Y34 while e a r l y  J u l y  showed a d r o p  back t o  
295, The  e p l d e ~ i c  hit P o r t s m o u t h  i n  t h e  a i d d l e  of Bay, 
{2:364), It should be noted t h a t  t h e  d e a t h  r a t e  Bore t h a n  



doubled a t  a t h e  when t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  for B m e r i c a n  
p r i s o n e r s  r an  o u t  (see C h a p t e r  VI), A l e x a n d e s  does ~ o t  deaf 
a t  a l l  w i t h  the 3-5 p e r  c e n t  d e a t h  r a t e  a t  &ill g i v e n  b y  
Howard, (p, 1 8 5 ) ,  a n d  n o t e d  b y  A p p l e g a t e ,  p, 312- Nor d o e s  
h e  c o n s i d e r  % h e  h i g h e r  d e a t h  rate a t  K i n s a l e ,  Hazl i t t  
s t a t e s  t h a t  6 0  o u t  o f  260 d i e d  before A p r i l ,  1782, I t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  find a c c u r a  te s t a t i s t i c s  o n  K i n s a f e ,  B r i t i s h  
d o c u m e n t s  i t tention t h a t  a t  o n e  time i t  h e l d  319 p r i s o n e r s ,  
making it c o a p a r a b l e  i n  s i z e  t o  P o r t o n  a n d  Mill, Hazl i t t ' s  
r e c o l l e c t i o n s ,  h o u e v e r ,  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i t  @ u s &  h a v e  b e e n  lauch 
smaller f o r  most of  the war, The s i x t y  d e a t h s ,  i f  a c c u r a t e ,  
laake its d e a t h  ra te  c o n s i d e r a b l y  h i g h e r  t h a n  f o r t o n  a n d  
 ill, g i v e n  the l i k e l i h o o d  t h a t  i t  h e l d  fewer p r i s o n e r s ,  
S e e  Hoyne, " B e v e r s n d  H a z l i t t f w  p, 290; 98/73/507,  a n d  John  
K w  A l e x a n d e r ,  ***Amer ican  P r i v a t e e r s m e n  i n  t h e  H i l l  P r i s o n  
d u r i n g  1377-1782': a n  E ~ a f u a t i o n , * ~  ESSEX IHSTZPUTB 
HISTORICAL COLLECTIONS 102 ( O c t o b e r  3964) ~320- 

[19) A f e x a a a e r ,  W a r p e n t e r  ,*$ p. 79 n- 13,  See L l o y d  
and  C o u l t e r ,  HEDICXNE: BNG THE NAVY, 3: 195, f o r  t h e  h i s t o r y  
of Raslar a n d  R o y a l  h o s p i t a l  a t  Plymouth ,  

f 2 0 )  A l e x a n d e r ,  W a s p e ~ t e r , ~  p- 79, C a r p 4 n t e r 9 s  s t a y  
i n  hospital l a s t e d  until 4 J u n e  1778 wheq h e  was r e t u r n e d  t o  
t h e  g u a r d s h i p .  P a r t  of t h e  h e a l t h  probfem was the s t a t u s  o f  
t h e  n a v a l  s u r g e o n ,  H e  h a d  to a c t  a s  p h y s i c i a n ,  s u r g e o n ,  and 
a p o t h e c a r y  while haviag o n l y  craf tsillan s t a k u s ,  ? S i n c e  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  which  s u c h  @en s e r v e d  were s o  bad, one can 
h a r d l y  biante tne s u r g e o n  a t  F o r t o n  p r i s o n ,  f o r  e x a a p l e ,  f o r  
resigning h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  3783 o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  h i s  
p o s i t i o n  was n e i t h e r  p r o f  i t a b l e ,  c o m f o ~ t a b l e ,  n o r  
r e s p e c t a b l e ,  *a ( s e e  L l o y d  a n d  C o u l t e r ,  BEDICf NE BWD THE 
NAVY, 3:10), 

(21) I i l e x a n d e r ,  "Por ton,** p- 381- See 98/31/88, 94 ,  
335-7, 150-1 a n d  98/14/215-6, and  Fanning, ppl 9, 16, 

{ 2 2 )  C a r p e n t e r ,  pp- 43-50, 98/11/118- 

(23) A l e x a n d e r ,  n C a r p e n t e r , f s  p, 82, t h e r e  were 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  255 Amer ican  p r i s o n e r s  a t  P o r t a n  at t h e  t i ~ e ,  
making t h e  number i n o c u f a t e d  slightly wore t h a n  ten p e r  
c e n t  

(2Q) H o s a r d  L, A p p l e g a t e ,  n A a e r i c a n  P r i v a t e s r s m e n  i n  
the B i l l  P r i s o n  D u r i n g  1777-1782, ESSEX IMSTIPU2E 
HfSTORfCBL COLLECTIO'NS 97 # O c t o b e r  l%l) :3 l l ;  f o r  o t h e r  
i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  p r i s o n e r s  a n d  t h e i r  p h y s i c i a n s  a t  H i l l ,  
see B a r n e y ,  p, 87; B a s k i n s ,  pp, 289, 297-299, 3 0 2 ,  306-307, 
425, 433, 435; H e r b e r t ,  57, 59, 123,  326-127, 366, 168, 171, 
182, 186, 203,  225-227, 232;  W u s s e l l ,  132-334, 137, 160-361, 
a n d  Widger, 39-48, 235,  315, 326,  339-346, 



(25)  A l e x a n d e r ,  nPcrxtoa,* g. 380, Howard f o u n d  the 
hospi t a f  wards "were n o t  cJ.earnn o n  his v i s i t  i n  1 7 8 2 ,  (p, 
1871, In February, 3779, Nogard f o u n d  t h e  Hill p r i s o n  
h o s p i t a l  dirty a n d  o f f e n s i v e ,  (p, l 8 Y ) ,  O n l y  the faonth 
before h i s  v i s i t  had  t h e  c o a l  been s u p p l i e d  fo r  heat, p ,  
312; Sherburne ,  p.. 90, See a l s o  Thompson, p, 239, 
C a r p e n t e r ,  pp, 51, 

(26)  Applegate ,  "American Pri~ateersnen,~ p* 31 7, 
Widger ,  pp- 39-40, 47; f u s s e l l ,  pp, 144, 147;  Barney,  p, 97, 

( 2 7 )  Alexander ,  " f o ~ t o n , * $  p, 384; ANIDRL BEGISTEK FOB 
1778 (London,  1779), p.. 78, a n d  C h a r l e s  1, Bushne-l l ,  e d , ,  
* l N a r r a t i v e  of J o h n  B l a t c h f ~ r d , ~ ~  i n  CRUElSS PO8 A N T Z Q U A R I A N S ,  
2 v o l s , ,  { N e w  Yosk: P r i v a t e l y  p r i n t e d ,  1066), 2 ~ 2 2 ,  

128) A l e x a n d e r ,  n F o r t o n , n  p, 384, a n d  C c n a o r ,  pp, 
36-38, The Adeiralty f i g u r e s  g i v e  the n a m s  1isSea on 
p a r d o n s ,  v h i c h  are n o t  the number that finally e a l i s t e d ,  
Some p r i s o n e r s  were exchanged b e f o r e  t h e i r  pardon a r r i v e d ,  
some c h a n g e d  t h e i r  iaiad,  some e s c a p e d ,  To encourage fellov 
p r i s o n e r s  t o  c h a n g e  any ideas of j o i n i n g  t h e  British, 
p r i s o n e r s  o r g a n i z e d  groups f o r  the p u r p o s e  of d i s c o u r a g i n g  
s u c h  i n t e n t i o o s  t h r o u g h  discussion ox, i f  need be, 
i n t i a i d a t i o n ,  T h u s ,  t h e  kd~iralty figures for eatry average 
about t h i r t y  p e r  cent g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  n u h e r  that did j o i n ,  
See A l e x a n d e r ,  Y?orton,** 9- 3 8 4  n, 1 0 3 ,  and Adjfl/UOY-405, 
PASS1 H, 



CHAPTEM V3: 

T h e  f i r s t  A ~ e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war t o  b e  brought t o  

E n g l a n d  a r r i v e d  b e f o r e  Porton o r  B i l l  were ready t o  receive 

t h e @  a n d  t h e y  were t h e r e f o r e  k e p t  a b o a r d  s h i p s  i n  P l y m o u t h  

harbour. C h a r l e s  H e r b e r t  a a d  S a a u e l  C u t l e r ,  bo th  of t h e  

crew of t h e  p r i v a t e e r  DALTOI, h a v e  left r e c o r d s  of t h e i r  

t r e a t a e n t  u p o n  a r r i v a l  i n  England. T h e  crew o f  the DALTBP, 

c a p t u r e d  24 Dece~ber, 3776, u a s  c a r r i e d  to P l y ~ o u t h ,  

England. The DALTONLs s a i l o r s  a r r i v e d  January 13, 1377, a n d  

waited on b o a r d  a prison ship u n t i l  June 5, q727, %hen they 

were s e n t  t o  B i l l  p r i s o n ,  T h r o u g h  the winter of 1776 t h e y  

and  their fellov p r i s o n e r s  s u f f e r e d  frois t h e  cold and  daap 

w e a t h e r ,  T h e r e  was no relief fro@ the i t c h ,  s r a l d p o x  a n d  

other d i s e a s e s  t h a t  plagued thea i n  t h e i r  close conf i n e ~ e n t ,  

B9any were s e n t  a s h o r e  t o  h o s p i t a l ,  It was w i t h  relief t h a t  

t h e y  g r e e t e d  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  a i l 1  p r i s o n  and l e f t  their 

c r a m p e d  g u a r d s h i p  behind, T i ~ o t h y  C o n n o r  of t h e  BISIHG 

STATES undervent t h e  same e x p e r i e n c e  o f  close c o n f i n e m e n t  o n  

a g u a r d s h i y  i n  P o r t s m o u t h  h a r b o u r ,  H e  fell ill a n d  spent 

two weeks recovering a s h o r e  before returning t o  the ship to 

await t h e  o p e n i n g  of Forton, (1)  



P r e s s u r e s  t o  e n l i s t  b e g a n  trom t h e  time o f  c a p t u r e  

and  c o n t i n u e d  t h r o u g h o u t  i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  Shortly af te r  

N a t h a n i e l  F a n n i n g ' s  c a p t u r e  h e  Mas t a k e n  aboard t h e  

B M D R O P E D A ,  which happened  t o  b e  c a r r y i n g  G e n e r a l  Houe. 

f a n n i n g  writes t h a t  t h e  G e n e r a l  taaskedw them t o  e n l i s t ,  

When t h e  offer was declined, t h e  f o f l o w i n g  "sea rch**  robbed 

them o f  t h e i r  baggage and  s t r i p p e d  thein of t h e i r  c l o t h e s . { 2 )  

C a p t a i n  c o n y n g h a ~  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t he  B r i t i s h  t o  

r e c r u i t  h i s  crew, But "after many t h r e a t n i n g s  t o  g e t  thena 

t o  e n t e r  t h e  Hajor p a r t  was s e n t  o n  b o a r d  t h e  p r i s o n  s h i p  

w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e r s , * *  T r e a t g e n t  o f  p r i s o g e r s  on t h e  v e s s e l  

that c a p t u r e d  t h e &  was y e a e r a l i p  very h a r s h ,  F o r  s e c u r i t y  

r e a s o n s  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  had to  b e  k e p t  c o n f i a e a ,  vhich usually 

nieant i n  t h e  hold or c a b l e  t ier,  T h e  c a p t a i n  of the 

c a p t u r i n g  vessel u s u a l l y  a l l o w e d  t h e  off icers  o f  the 

c a p t u r e d  s h i p  t h e  a s l i b e r t y  o f  h i s  Q u a r t e r  deck" b u t  t h e  crew 

r e a a i n e d  below, I n  Conynghaxaas case, a l l  were thrown into 

t h e  h o l d  a t  f i r s t ,  o n l y  Conyaghaxa b e i n g  a l l o w e d  to walk t h e  

d e c k  t h e  first n i g h t ,  The n e x t  d a y  t h e  o t b e t  a E E i c e r s  were 

p e r a i t t e d  t h e  l i b e r t y  o f  the l o w e r  decks, The s t i f l i n g  h e a t  

and eraaped q u a r t e r s ,  usually with % a b l e s  fo r  a p i l l o w , "  

had  t h e i r  t o l l  on t h e  crew, Sam e n l i s t e d ,  i3) 

Captain Manley d i n e d  a t  the c a p t a i n t s  t a b l e  t h e  n i g h t  

of h i s  c a p t u r e ,  o n  h i s  n a y  tc Bill p r i s o n ,  the vessel 

stopped o f f  a t  Ne wf o u n d l a n d  where  he was  **severely c e n s u r e d a q  
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for  h a v i n g  broken  h i s  p a r o l e  a t  Br idge town i n  t h e  Ba rbadoes  

'sand was d i r e c t e d  t e  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  StfRPRISE f t h e  c a p t u r i n g  

s h i p ]  and  t h e r e  t o  b e  c o n f i n e d  u n t i l  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  

Englaad.ls ( Y )  T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of Eli B i c k f o r d  was q u i t e  

d i f f e r e n t ,  An ordinary member o f  t h e  crew, he r e c e i v e d  no 

s p e c i a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  h e  was t r e a t e d  uith 

"insults and s e v e r i t y , ,  .[by 1 t h e  o f f  icezs  o f  t h e  vesselm and 

c o n t r a c t e d  a case of s m a l l p o x  as well, L i k e w i s e  t h e  crew o f  

a H a s s a c h u s e t t s  p r i v a t e e r  c a r r i e d  i n t o  Halifax r e c e i v e d  

" b r i b e s  E t h r e a t s J *  t o  enter Bri t i sh  service,  It caae t o  t h e  

a t t e n t i o n  of the B a r y l a n d  C o u n c i l ,  i n  September ,  1782, t h a t  

a man naiaed C o l l i n s  frca t h e i r  state was "carried into Mew 

York, f a n d j  #as compe l l ed ,  i n  a f r a u d u l e n t  Manner, i n t o  t h e  

S e r v i c e  o f  t h e  Enemy, 15) 

The l e n g t h y  t i ~ e  spent c o n f i n e d  oa t h e  v e s s e l  

d e l i v e r i n g  thea  t o  p r i s o n  i n  Englaad  posed  s p e c i a l  h a r d s h i p s  

f o r  the p r i s o n e r s  who r e f u s e d  t o  e n l i s t  w i t h  the B r i t i s h -  

It is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y  what p e r c e n t a g e  ref used and  e ~ d u r e d ,  

The accounts t h a t  ao ment ion  p a r t  0 %  t h e  crew j o i n i n g  the 

B r i t i s h  a re  vague and tend to be u s d e r s t a w i i n g  of t h e  

s u f f e r i n g  t h a t  c a u s e d  t h e  d e c i s i o n ,  &any n o t e  t h a t  t h e  crew 

was p l u n d e r e d  o f  d e c e n t  c l c t h e s  a n d  v a l u a b l e s  b e f o r e  go ing  

i n t o  the b o l d ,  S p e c u l a t i o n s  on t h e i r  f a t e  were g e n e r a l l y  

encouraged  by t h e  B r i t i s h  who t o l d  t h e m  t h e y  were being 

t akea  t o  England t o  hang.. ( 6 )  





s h i p s s  crew were t a k e n  on  b o a r d  of their vessels, t o  s e r v e  

i n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  o f  s a i l oz s ,  w i t h o u t  regarding their 

r e m o n s t r a n c e s , * f  112) T h e  n o r m a l  p l a c e  of c o n f i ~ e a t e n t  f o r  t h e  

c a p t u r e d  c r e v  was b e t w e e n  decks, u s u a l i y  i n  a store room 

such a s  the c a b l e  t ies, C h r i s t o h e r  H a v k i a s  was c o n f i a e d  t o  

t h e  cable-tier, 

Our s i t u a t i o n  i n  the c a b l e  t i e r  was u n c a ~ f o r t a b l e  
a l m o s t  beyond endurance- -we were so c r o w d e d  t h a t  we 
c o u l d  n o t  either sit or Pie down. I was aaong  the^, 
b u t  b e i n g  small, I crawled back o n  t o  t h e  cab le  v e r y  
near t h e  bulk-head w h e r e  a man o f  c o m ~ o n  size c o u l d  
n o t  stow h i a s e l f - - h e r e  f s t r e t c h e d  o u t - - t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
n i g h t  was one oZ e x t r e m e  m i s e r y  for xif f e l l o w  
prisoners, e s p e c i a 1 J . y  to t h e  unfortunate men who had 
been i n  t h i s  f l o a t i n g  h e l l  f o r  two or three v e e b s ,  (13) 

T h i s  m i s e r y  d i d  n o t  prevent the p r i s o n e r s  f ro@ t a u n t i n g  

t h e i r  c a p t o r s  w i t h  p a t r i o t i c  songs a l l  n i g h t .  

The crew of a c a p t u r e d  P r o v i d e n c e  p f i  va teersm an 
b e l l o w e d  p r o - c o l o n i a l  s o n g s  a t  t h e  cabla  t i e r  whefe  
t h e y  were c o n f i n e d ,  Mhen t h e i r  g u a r d s  t o l d  them t o  
be still, t h e y  sung all t h e  l o u d e r  and s v o r e  a t  t h e i r  
t o r B e n t o r s  t o  a f i re  and be  damned, * f 14) 

T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o n  t h e  g u a r d s h i p s  i n  P l y ~ o u t h  o r  

P o r t s m o u t h  h a r b o u r  u a s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  k o  

e n d u r e ,  H a v i n g  f i n i s h e d  t h e  A t l a n t i c  c r o s s i n g ,  they h a d  t o  

wait f o r  t h e  c o m ~ i s s i o n e r s  to  a r r i v e  fo r  t h e  examination and  

p r o c e s s i n g -  J o n a t h a n  C a r p e n t e r  came i n t o  P o r t s m o u t h  h a r b o u r  

a n d  was shifted f r o @  g u a r d  ship t o  gnard s h i p ,  H e  



interpreted the c o n i i n e m e n t  and  s h i f t i n g  a r o u a d  as a n  

a t t e o l p t  to make him " e n t e r  cn b o a r d  a K i n g s  s h i p - * * [  15) The 

g u a r d  s h i p  experience depended npon how many p r i s o n e r s  t h e r e  

were and t h e  c a p t a i n ' s  a t t d t u d e  t o w a r d  them, Over o n e  

huadred of t h e  crew of t h e  D B L T O I  were p u t  o a  t h e  BELLE ISLE 

when they a r r i v e d  i n  Plymouth harbour,  The crew of the 

C H A R B I N G  SALLY j o i n e d  them two weeks later on J a n a a r y  30,  

1777, and all sere moved to t h e  TORBkY on February 3 ,  1777- 

They were so crowded  oa t h e  TOBBAY t h a t  it was i ~ p o s s i b l e  

fo r  all of  the^ to l ie  down a t  o n e  t i m  and nany  f e l l  ill, 

One week later, they were t r a n s f e r r e d  to t h e  B U P D f D ,  whose 

c a p t a i n  d i d  a l l  h e  could tc r e l i e v e  tkeir suffering- (10) 

C a r p e n t e r  " r e j o i c e d H  a t  the o p p o r t n n i t y  t o  l e a v e  the guard 

s h i p ,  C a l e b  Foot d e s c r i b e d  h i s  l e a v i a g  t h e  guard ship f o r  

t h e  march t o  F o r t o n  a s  *#like coating o u t  of  H e l l  and going 

into Paradise, 117) 

One could ~ o t  enter  f l p a r a d i s e *  w i t h o a t  first undosgo inq  a 

s t r i c t  e x a m i n a t i o n  a s  p a r t  of t h e  comnt i t~oent  p r o c e d u r e ,  

Conynghaa, for exaolgle ,  was n o t  p e r a i t t e d  into Mill " w i t h o u t  

I f i r s t ]  b e i n g  taken b e f o r e  a Jnst ice  6 l o s m i t t e d  b y  

h i  8 The  purpose of t h e  examination g a s  t o  d e t e r ~ i n e  

t h e  nature of t h e  o f f e n s e  commit ted  a g a i n s t  t h e  Crown, Sose 

p a s s e n g e r s ,  f o r  example, were released, It was important  

for the British t o  d i s c o v e f  w h e t h e r  or not the c a p t i v e  was 



i n  E a c t  a n  American, Those 3 f i t i s h  captives who failed i n  

t h e i r  a t t e a p t  t o  p a s s  a s  c o f o n i s t s  were g e n e r a l l y  t a k e n  off 

t o  be pressed into t h e  Royal Mavy, Those  Americans who 

could n o t  c o n v i n c e  t h e  c i v i l  a a g i s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  were 

i n d e e d  Americans a e t  t h e  same fate, Sose a e s e r t e r s  were 

b r o u g h t  .to i r i a f  f o r  treascn, ( I  9) T h e  e x a m i n a t i o a  p r o c e d u r e  

was q u i t e  t ho rough ,  A d e t a i l e d  list of g u e s t i o a s  was p u t  t o  

t h e  c a p t i v e ,  h i s  a n s w e r s  w r i t t e n  doun, t h e a  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  

were s o a e  ti&@ afterward r e p e a t e d  and  t h e  a n s w e r s  compared, 

The judgment was then read to the examinee and h e  was 

e i t h e r  r e l e a s e d  o r  s e n t e n c e d  t o  c o n f i n e a e n t  in p r i s m  t o  

a w a i t  t r i a l  f o x  treason. 

T h e r e  was some c o n f u s i o n  i e  the a i n d s  of t h e  

prisoners a b o a t  t h e  examina t ion ,  Some t h o u g h t  t h y  had  been  

t r i e d  and c o n v i c t e d ,  but what t h e y  r e c e i v e d  was a  w a r r a n t  

l i s t i n g  t h e  c h a r g e  of t r e a s o n  and any  others t h e  

c o n m i s s i o n e r s  fe l t  t h e y  Bad ctsntmitted, ( 2 0 )  A c a l c u l a t e d  

a s p e c t  of t h e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n  was to i n t i ~ i d a t e  t h e  p r i s o n e r  

i n  effort t o  have him r e p e n t ,  Pann ing ,  however, relaembered 

t h e  exarainatiou a s  r e a s s u r i n g ,  121) Joha K i f b y  though* he was 

b e i n g  t r i e d  after  h i s  two m a t h  stay o a  t h e  guard s h i p  

PRf BCESS B E E Z I A ,  H e  was f a c a r r i e d  up  t o  Bazel H o s p i t a l  f o r  

t r i a l  and condemna t ion  [a @ock t r i a l  t o  b e  s u r a f  ," h e  H a s  

condemned f o r  p i r a c y  a n d  h i g h  t r e a s o n ,  t h e n  '*marched u p  to 

F o r t u n e t s  Ja i l , ,  , and  l o c k e d  up,,, i n  t h e  Cold S u e a t i n q  w a l l s w  

s o ~ a e t  ime in mid-February,  1778, (22)  



T h e  examined  p r i s c n e r s  were c o l l e c k e d  and  marched off 

to p r i s o n  acco iupan ied  by guards, What t h e y  found whea t h e y  

a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  p r i s o n  was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t   fro^ t h e i r  c ramped  

g n a r d  s h i p ,  J o h n  C l a g p o o l f  described t h e  s e t t i n g  o f  n i l 1  

p r i s o n :  

This P r i s o n  is s i t u a t e d  a b o u t  h a l f  a a i f e  f r o n  t h e  
tonn of P lymouth  on t h e  s i d e  of a  H i l l  s o  t h a t  %e can 
see a good d i s t a n c e  t o  sea[, the p r i s o n  ya rd  i s  
a b o u t  70  or 80 y a r d s  s q u a r e  which s e r v e s  u s  to w a l k  
in a n d  @any a S o l i t a r y  h o u r  do we s a u n t e r  away i n  it, 123) 

Andrew Sberburne g i v e s  a f u l l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of M i l l ,  

n o t i n g  t h a t  f o r m e r l y  t h e r e  were wind m i l l s  o n  t h e  bill, 

g i v i n g  i t  t h e  name * ' M i l l  H i l L n  T h e r e  Here t h r e e  b u i l d i n g s ,  

one d a t i n g  back t o  Queen Arnnefs r e i g n -  

The l a r g e s t  b u i l d i n g  u a s  a hundred feet long a n d  
a b o n i  t w e n t y  feet wide;  s i t u a t e d  at t h e  n o r t h  end of 
t h e  yard, It was Buo s t o r i e s  h i g h ,  built w i t h  stone 
and lime, h a v i n g  no windows on t h e  n o r t h ,  front. 
T h e r e  was a space of a b o u t  twenty feet  b s t w e e n  t h i s  
b u i l d i n g  and t h e  c o ~ i i i i s s a r y ~ s  o f f i c e ,  which  s t o o d  t o  
the west, b u t  h a d  nc v i n d o v s  i n  t h e  east  end, A wall 
on t h e  n o r t h  a s  h i g h  a s  t h e  e a v e s  of t h e  p r i s o n ,  
extended fro@ the p r i s o n  t o  the o f f i c e ;  a s i i s i lar  
w a l l  o n  t h e  s o u t h ,  j o i n e d  t h e  two b u i l d i a g s .  f a  t h i s  
wail  was a gate l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  a a i n  ya rd ,  

S o u t h  of t h e  sutal3. yard  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  c o m i s s a r y * ~  
o f f i ce  was t h e  c o o k  r o o n ,  " i n  t h e  ground f foor , , , [o f  3 
t h e  n o r t h  end of cqe of t h e  other b u i l d i n g s ,  which 
s t o o d  i n  a l i n e ,  making the v e s t  s i d e  o f  t h e  ya rd ,  A 
s p a c e  b e t v e e n  these p r i s o n s  a n s v e r e d  as a pard f o r  
both, On s o u t h  of o u r  common y a r d  H a s  a stone wall, 
f o u r t e e n  feet h i g h ,  u i t h  broken g l a s s  b o t t l e s  set i n  
lime mortar on t h e  top, t o  p r e v e n t  c l i m b i n g  o v e r ,  
T h e r e  was a simifaf v a l f  o n  the east; a l t o g e t h e r  
i n c l o s i n g  s o a e t h i n g  l i k e  h a l f  a n  a c r e ,  424) 



Cutler's description of  ill m e n t i o n s  that t h e  A w e r i c a n s  

were co~~raitted t o  t h e  l a r g e s t  of four p r i s o n s ,  "132 feet by 

23-a C l a y p o o l e  e s t i ~ a t e d  t h e  y a r d  t o  Ce s e v e n t y  t o  eighty 

y a r d s  s q u a r e ,  (25) 

C u t l e r  a r r i v e d  June 3, 1777, A t  t h i s  time a l l  of t h e  

s p a c e  i n  t h e  p r i s o n  was n o t  b e i n g  u t i l i z e d ,  a l l  of t h e  

p r i s o n e r s  f i t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  larger of the buiadings ,  T h e r e  

was a s  y e t  no s e p a r a t i o n ,  a l l  being glace8 t o g e t h e r  " s i t h o u t  

a n y  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  officers p e o p l e  a n d  n e g r o e s  a l l  in t h e  sane 

room," " P o u ~  p r i s o n s *  weans f o u r  c o & p a r t & e n t a I . i z e d  areas i a  

t h e  two b u i l d i n g s ,  Naskins  was t h e  f irs t  to enter &ill 

p r i s o n ,  Bay 2 7 ,  1777, d e s c r i b i n g  i t  a **shock ing  place" a n d  a 

week later ,  a t h i s  w r e t c h e d  purgatory ,** 426) 

The h i s t o r y  of P o r t o n  prison began w i t h  the e r e c t i o n  

o f  a n a v a l  h o s p i t a l  by  a p m i v a t e  c o n t r a c t o r  named N a t h a n i e l  

J a c k s o n ,  Bs t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  built its o u a  h o s p i t a l s ,  t h e  

site Mas c o n v e r t e d  a n d  e x p a n d e d  ( a b o u t  1740) into a p l a c e  

fo r  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war, (27)  

By t h e  time F a n n i n g  was in F o r t o a  {Julyr  1778), the 

p r i s o n e r s  were s e p a r a t e d  b y  r a n k ,  T h e  o f f i c e r s  o c c u p i e d  t h e  

b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  n o r t h  of t h e  one  for the comnoa p r i s o q e r s -  

T h i s  made i a p r i s o m e n t  somewhat  more c o ~ f a r t a b f e  f o r  t h e  

officers t h a n  t h e  common seamen, T h e i r  b u i l d i n g  had @ o r e  



s p a c e  p e r  p e r s o n ,  a f i r e p l a c e  a n d  night t u b ,  F a n n i n g  

c o n s i d e r e d  it a " c o n v e n i e n t  place f o r  p r i s o n e r s  of war, as 

t h e r e  is  a s p a c i o u s  Lot a d j o i n i n g  t h e  p r i s o n s  c o n t a i n i n g  

a h o u t  three q u a r t e r s  of a n  acre of l e a e l  g r o u n d ,  i n  the 

c e n t r e  of v h i c h  stands a l a r g e  shed  or  b u i l d i a g ,  o p e n  on a l l  

s i d e s  t o  a d m i t  t h e  f r e e  c i r c u l a t i o n  of a i r ;  u n d e r  which were 

seats f o r  o u r  a e c o m o d a t i o n  when the w e a t h e r  was h o t  a n d  

s u l t r y , "  S e g r e g a t i o n  was .not a p o l i c y  based ors t h e  

c o n v e n i e n c e  a n d  ~ o e f o f t  of t h e  officers, r a t h e s  a n  a t t e i t t p t  

t o  i so la te  them from i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e i r  c r e w s , f 2 8 )  who uouhd 

be  i n c a p a b l e  of h o l d i n g  o u t  a g a i n s t  B r i t i s h  pressures t o  

e n l i s t ,  T h e  b u i l d i n g s  a t  F ~ z t o n  were s p a c i o u s .  T h e  CSBS 

c o n s i d e r e d  the& s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c o n t a i n  2158 men "with 

s u f f i c i e n t  a i r i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  t h a t  aunber," f 29) g h i l e  t o w a s  

were a h a l f  geile or &ore away,  P o r t o n  was not i so la ted  from 

n e i g h b o r i n g  b u i l d i n g s ,  One s o u r c e  m e n t i o n s  houses w i t h i n  

f o r t y  feet of h i s  p r i s o n  house, ( 3 0 )  

O r g a n i z a t i o n  i n s i d e  f o r t o n  a n d  BiZ1 was n i n i m a l -  T h e  

p r i s o n  a a t h o r i t i e s  p o s t e d  a list of r e g u l a t i o n s  i a  the 

ya rd ,  f 31) T h e  na  j o r i t y  of  t h e s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  d e a l t  w i t h  

p u n i s h m e n t s  f o r  a b u s e s  by t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  F a i f i a g  t o  keep  

g o o d  o r d e r ,  f a i l i n g  t c  r e s g o n d  t o  a auster  call ,  d a n a g i n g  

t h e  p r i s o n ,  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e s c a p e ,  f i g h t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  

p ~ i s o n e r s ,  f a i l i n g  t o  t a k e  a t u r n  a t  c l e a n i n g  t h e  p r i s o n ,  



and d e s t r o y i n g  clothing or bedding  were a l l  o f f e n s e s  

p u n i s h a b l e  by c l o s e  c o n f i n e m e n t  or  sftort r a t i o n s - ( 3 2 )  

C l o s e  c o n f  i n e n t e n t  nteant k e e p i n g  t h e  prisoner locked 

up t w e n t y - f o u r  hours a d a y  i n  a s p e c i a l  room t h a t  t h e  

o f f i c i a l s  cal led t h e  h o l d ,  but v h i c h  p r i s o n e r s  c a l l e d  t h e  

"black h o l e , "  It was not below g s o u n d ,  but a small  S t o c k a d e  

i n  a reaote p a r t  of t h e  prison g r o u n d s .  ! l o r e  than one 

p r i s o n e r  a t  a t i a e  would b e  c o n f i n e d  i n  t h e  black hole, s o  

it was not n e c e s s a r i l y  a n  i s o l a t i o n  @ell, And s e c u r i k y  was 

n o  more strict  t h e r e  t h a n  elsewhere a s  nunerous e s c a p e s  @ere 

a t t e ~ p t e d  f r o @  its c o n f i n e s ,  L i f e  was n o t  p l e a s a a t  i n  s u c h  

close c o a f i n e a e n t :  khere was no b e d d i n g ,  it was h o t  a n d  

s t u f f y  i n  t h e  summer, cold in t h e  w i n t e r  a n d  v e r y  c r o w d e d  

a f t e r  mass e s c a p e s  b r o u g h t  i n  s e c a p t u r e d  p r i soness ,  833) 

S h o r t  r a t i o n s  g e n e r a l 1  y meant half  a l f o w a a c e ,  

v a r y i n g  i n  gual i&f  d e p e n d i n g  upon t h e  a m u q t  that t h e  

p r i s o n e r s  were receiving as f u l l  a l l o u a n c e ,  T h e  p r i s o n  

a c c o u n t s  v a r y  as t o  the affiount of h a l f  rations, l i s t i n g  

e v e r y t h i e g  front "bsead and  v a t e r a  t o  h a l f  the f u l l  food 

r a t i o n  g i v e n  i n  t h e  v i c t u a l l i n g  t a b l e ,  C u t l e r  m e n t i o n s  t h a t  

there was a s e p a r a t e  p r i s c n  f o r  t h o s e  o n  h a l f  aflouance, 

p e r h a p s  the h o s p i t a l  rooas, for t h e  22 oa h a l f  a f l o r s a n c e  

were moved o n  S e p t e i a b e r  6 ,  1777, t o  make room f o r  16 with 

t h e  i t c h -  f34 )  



T h e r e  were o c c a s i o n a l  i n s t a n c e s  o f  c o r p o r a l  

p u n i s h m e n t ,  One  p r i s o n e r  r e c e i v e d  twelve lashes for 

s t e a l i n g  a set of l ' s i l v e x  k n e e - b u c k l e s ,  t* I35) Iinpressment 

i n t o  the R o y a l  N v y  was i r r e g u l a r l y  used as a p u n i s h m e n t ,  

Escapees were so~e t imes  r e t u r n e d ,  other  t b e s  n o t ,  I t  was 

common k n o w l e d g e  among the p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  the gang was t o  be 

feared,  When Edward Manning was c a p C u r e d  b y  the p r e s s  gang, 

C o n n o r  wrote, "I d o  n o t  e x p e c t  t o  see hira again, a s  t h e y  a r e  

i n  g r e a t  want of men,n Banaiag, Luckier than sonte, was 

r e t u r n e d  t o  p r i s o n ,  136) Ccnnol: refers to Edraasd E a n n i n y  a s  

" B r ,  8ana ing ,**  T h i s  is h i s  typical deference t o w a r d  

officers, 1 n o t h e r  cases escaped prisoners returned by t h e  

press gang a p p e a r  t o  be officers a s  a d l ,  Given the 

t r e a t m e n t  of officer prisoners on t h e  c a p t u r i n g  v e s s e l s ,  

t h e i r  r a n k  may be the c r u c i a l  f a c t o r  ia their r e t u r n  t o  

p r i s o n  f ro& t b e  hands of the press, t37) 

The  d a i l y  r o u t i n e  af t h e  p r i s o n e r s  was usualLy l e f t  

t o  t h e @ ,  O a  days w i t h  d e c e n t  weather, t h e y  were given t h e  

l i b e r t y  of t h e  r a r d ,  T h e  time l i m i t s  f o r  t h i s  d i f f e r  with 

t h e  s a r i ~ u s  a c c o u n t s ,  b u t  from a p p r o x i a a t e l y  h a l f  a n  h o u r  

after s u n r i s e  t o  h a l f  a n  h o u r  b e f o r e  s u n s e t  the p r i s o n e r s  

had the u s e  o f  the pard, T h i s  p r i v i l e g e  would  be t a k e n  away 

a f t e r  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a r g e  e s c a p e  took place o r  a t u n a e l  was  

d i s c o v e r e d ,  (38) 



T h e r e  was n o r m a l l y  a d a i l y  m a r k e t  b y  the f r o n t  gate 

of the ~ r i s c n  from nine to two, This a a s k e t  s u p p l i e d  t h e  

c a p t i v e s  v i t h  most  o f  t h e i r  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  T h o m ~ s o n  g i v e s  the 

r u l e s  of t h e  ~ a r k e t :  

The p r i s o n e r s  w i l l  be Indulged between the h o u r s  of 
Nine and Two O'clock in t h e  day time, tc purchase a t  
a n  o p e n  @a rket a t  t h e  G a t e ,  S u c h  Articles of f r u i k ,  
o r  o t h e r ,  B e f r e s h ~ e n t  a s  they may Chuse,  or any 
Articles of C l o a t h i n g  t h e y  B a y  b e  able to purchase . 
v i t h  r e d y  Money, or t h e y  aay Enform t h r  K e e p e r  and 
Ageat of S u c h  A r t i :  o f  C l o a t f t i n g  a s  they  B a y  S t a n d  
i n  n e e d  of ,  and h a v e  Boney t o  pay  for, a n d  h e  will 
t a k e  Pleasures f c r  t h e i r  beinq S u p p l i d  w i t h  them, 439) 

T o  earn t h e  money t o  speod a t  t h e  m a r k e t ,  p r i s o n e r s  b u s i e d  

t h e m s e l v e s  i n  v a r i o u s  activities, They made boxes, p l  ai t e d  

straw f o r  b a s k e t s ,  v b i t t l e d  bone i n t o  dice and o t h e r  

h a n d i c r a f t s ,  aade l a d l e s ,  model s h i p s  and other abjects  t h a t  

they t h o u g h t  the people a t  ~arket would purchase. Cutler 

s o l d  his shoe buckles f o r  seven shillings a n d  six pence a n d  

h i s  l a d l e s  for o n e  shilling e a c h ,  They  a l s o  pulled t h e  

stuffing  fro^ their b l a n k e t s  t o  sell t o  the v i l l a g e r s  who 

iliade m i t t e n s ,  I n  s h o r t ,  t h y  were very e n t e r p r i s i ~ g  in 

t h e i r  efforts t o  e a r n  aoney  t o  make t h e i r  l i f e  i n  p r i s o n  

more b e a r a b l e -  ( Y O )  

H a n d i c r a f t s ,  however, were f a r  f ros  t h e  only t h i n g  on 

t h e i r :  d a i l y  routine, W r i t i n g  fetters and d i a r i e s  was a 

comiuon, a l t h o u g h  s u r r e p t i t i o u s ,  a c t i v i t y ,  Some p r i s o n e r s  

conducted classes in m a t h e m a t i c s ,  n a v i g a t i o n ,  a n d  F r e n c h ,  a s  



well as r e a d i n g  and writing, besides r e a d i n g  and writing, 

I n  t h e  c r e a t i v e  v e i n ,  t h e  s a i l o r s  s a n g  a n d  p l a y e d  mus ic ,  

coraposed new songs and p o e t r y ,  A l l  of this went  on b e s i d e  

t h e  c h o r e s  o f  c o o k i n g ,  c l e a n i n g  and washing,  P o l l o v i n g  the 

news a n d  s p e c u l a t i n g  on the c o u r s e  of t h e  war a n d  

p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of exchange Mere a l l s o  tiate killers, (43) a a d  

t h e  s u b j e c t  of many of the d i a r y  e n t r i e s ,  T h e r e  seemed t a  

b e  l i t t l e  t r o u b l e  s m u g g f i m j  i n  newspapers and le t ters ,  Some 

l e t te rs  were inspected by t h e  p r i s o n  o fe ic ia l s ,  b u t  o u t s i d e  

c o n t a c t s  ac ted  a s  i n t e r n e d i a r i e s  i n  ref a y  i n g  i n f  o r m t i o n  

u n c e n s o r e d  o n  a x e g u l a f  b a s i s ,  T h e  p r i s o n e r s  sere e v e n  able 

t o  hear from Tormer i n m a t e s  ubo s u c c e s s f u l f y  e s c a p e d  a n d  

#ro te  t h e n  f r o m  f ranee ,  442)  

T h e  flow of i n f o r e a t i o n  d i d  n o t  stee t h e  

r a e t p a n t  s p e c u l a t i o n  a n d  r a p i d  f fo r  of  rnrtlors, T h e  

n e w s p a p e r s  were n o t o r i o n s  f o r  r u n n i a g  false i n f o r i t t a t i o n  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  war, When an exchange seemed i a l a i n e n t ,  the 

b e s t  source o f  in•’ o r m a t i c a  seemed to be the p r i s o n e r s  i n  t h e  

o t h e r  p r i s o n ,  T h e r e  gas soiue i n t e r c h a n g e  of let ters betwen 

p r i s o n e r s  in ail1 and P o r t c n ,  C a r p a t e r  m e n t i o n s  r e c e i v i n g  

word f ro@ Piill a B o u t  t h e  a r r i v a l  of a car te l ,  He t h e n  saw 

t h e  same news  i u  t h e  local n e w s p a p e r ,  b u t  h e  was s t i l a  s o t  

s u r e  i f  i t  %ere t r u e ,  (43)  The ~ a u t i o n  with which Carpenter 

and  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  met the news o f  t h e  a r r i v a f  of t h e  



cartel is understandable in the light of the news a b o u t  

exchange over the previous year, Fro@ early July, 1778, 

there were rumcrs of a possible exchange through France ,  On 

Decentber 3 0 ,  1778, Carpenter writes, YI"ey t e l l  u s  we shall 

s o o n  be exchanged  b u t  I s o p o s e  t h e y  L i e  a s  they used to 

do, " (44)  Although  the  a i s i n f  orma t i o n  of the prison officials 

and r e c r u i t i n g  off icers  did f i t t fe  for t h e  m o r a l e  of t h e  

prisoners, not all the i n f o r a a t i o n  they received was cause 

for dejection, Herbert  heard of Burgoyne" capture and 

Hovet s request for r e i n f o r c e m e n t s ,  u t r i l ~  Widger asent ions  

receiving t h e  news of &.ofnaitallist defeat, Soma story in the 

l oca l  Faper vds so ludicroas that EIexbert aad his fellow 

c a p t i v e s  were aanused rather than  depressed, 445) 

Pood was a preoccupying  concern af t h e  pzisoners ,  

T h e  amount to be d i s t r i b ~ t e d  to  them gas a t  f i r s t  based on 

r a t i o n s  for r e b e l s  i n  3745, T h i s  aas m o d i f i e d  t o  the d i e t  

s u p p l i e d  during  t h e  l a s t  war w i t h  t h e  French, T h e  daily 

ration i n c l u d e d  zr quast of beer, a pound of bread, 

t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of a pound of beef [except S a t u r d a y  when s i x  

ounces of cheese were s e b s t i t u t e d )  fonr ounces  of  b u t t e r ,  

and one-balf p i n t  of p e a s  e-rrery other  day- C u C l e r  

complained t h a t  the beef, "uhen boil&, weighs 6 ozSf l f46)  

T h i s  r a t i o n  gave less bread t o  t h e  B~ericans than t h e  

French, Spanish, and DutCbr causing comgLaints t h r o u g h o u t  



t h e  war, The  p r i s o n e r s  a t  B i l l  wrote a p e t i t i o n  i n  J u n e ,  

1781, t h a t  p r o d u c e d  a d e b a t e  i n  P a r l i a m e n t -  The  b r e a d  

a l l o w a n c e ,  however ,  remained the same, (47) 

T h e  f ist  of r e g u l a t i c n s  o r d e r e d  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t o  be 

s e r v e d  i n  messes- T h e s e  g e n e r a l 1  p held s i x  steinbers, T h e  

r e g u l a t i o n s  sought t o  p u n i s h  the aess thaQ t r i e d  t o  cover a n  

e s c a p e  a n d  r e c e i v e  a n  e x t r a  s h a r e  of f o o 4  b y  putting i t  o n  

half allowance fox forty d a y s  f rom t h e  t i m e  of discovery, 

T h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  a l s o  s o u g h t  t o  p r e v e n t  " g r o u n d l e s s  claaors** 

b y  p e r m i t t i n g  two prisoners, c i a s e n  by hfne prisoners, **to  

a t t e n d  e v e r r g  day a t  t h e  accept and v e i g i n g ,  arjd t o  C o n t i n u  

i n  t h e  Cook f o o ~  d u r i n g  t h e  D r e s s i n q  and i s s u i n g  o f  the 

p r o v i s i o n s  to See t h a t  they are good  i n  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  t h e y  

p r o v i d e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Scheate o f  diet,"{48) Phis m a s u r e  

n o t  o n l y  f a i l e d  t o  stertl c o ~ p l a i n t s  b n t  it also d i d  not 

a s s u r e  the p r i s o n e r s  of their f u l l  a f l o w a q c e  o f  food. 

F a n n i n g * ~  c h a r g e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  f o o d  are  s o  o v e r  d r a m a t i c  

t h a t  t h e y  are h a r d  to believe, b u t  a l l  of t h e  p r i s o n e r  

d i a r i e s  list c o a t p l a i n t s  about t h e  food, C o n a o r  d e s c r a b e d  

t h e  p r i s o n e r s a  r e a c t i o n s  t o  the nbad beef** when they were 

served it a s e c o n d  consecutive day,  They tisew it i n  t h e  

cookas window, T h e y  then received n c h e e s e  i n s t e a d  of 

s t i n k i n g  neat," /49)  Howard f o u n d  t h e  b r e a d  s h o r t - w e i g h t e d  o n  

h i s  v i s i t  i n  1782. Without  c o m p a r a t i v e  ueights, t h e  



prisoners could n o t  check for s u c h  s h o r t i n g  i n  t h e i r  

r a t i o n s ,  When a p r i s o n e r  c o a p l a i n e d  o f  t h e  beef and  b r e a d  

b e i n g  light i n  w e i g h t ,  h e  was t a k e n  t o  t h e  black h o l e -  (50) 

The problem of corrupt a g e n t s  and c o n t r a c t o r s  

a f f e c t e d  t h e  p z i s o n e r s s  d i e t  gore t h a n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  

p r i s o n e r  c h e c k i n g  a n d  c o m p l a i n t  could r e g u l a t e ,  B c c o r d i n y  

t o  a le t ter  to  t h e  B d m i r a f k y ,  s i g n e d  by HHufi%ani tasM,  corrupk 

a g e n t s  were i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  t h e  c o n t s a c t  system f o r  f e e d i n g  

p r i s o n e r s  of war, X t  is not unreasonable t o  a s s a n e  t h a t  t h e  

c o r r u p t i o n  f o l l o w e d  t h e  p a t t e r n  set i n  the v i c t n a L l i n g  

s e r v i c e  f o r  t h e  R o y a l  Navy, As t h e  B n n n a l  Bejistef fo r  1778 

p o i n t e d  out, t h e  job of agen t  o r  contsactor a t k r a c t e d  Ben of 

l o w l y  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  were seea - a s  chances f o r  f i n a a c i a l  

g a i n ,  (51) 

The p r o b l e ~  of c l o t h i n g  also c a u s e d  p r o b l e m s  f o r  t h e  

p r i s o n e r  of war, T h e  B ~ i t i s B  were s u p p o s e d  t o  s u p p l y  the& 

w i t h  c l o t h i n g ,  It was r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t ,  ia Bang cases, I h e  

p r i s o n e r s  had b e e n  s t r i p p e d  of t h e i r  good c l o t h i n g  by s e m e n  

o n  t h e  c a p t u r i n g  v e s s e l ,  B u t  the gap b a t u e e n  p o l i c y  set 

f o r t h  by t h e  A d m i r a l t y  and  p r a c t i c e  at t h e  prison was never 

wider: t h a n  oa t h e  s u p p l y  of clot'lnistg, A d m i r a l t y  c a l l e d  E o r  

iaonthly i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  s u p p f g  of needed c l o t h i n g ,  b u t  t h e  

prisoner a c c o u n t s  show fen i n s p e c t i o n s  and  only one case of 



c l o t h i n g  b e i n g  s u p p l i e d ,  Thr a u y h o u t  t h e  war, t h e  comaon 

s e a m e n  s u f f e r e d  f r o @  b e i n g  p o o r f y  c l o t h e d ,  a s d  p o o r l y  

bedded,  (52) 

The b e d d i n g  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  haamocks, f n r a i s h e d  v i t h  

a  " p a i l l a s s e  azld b o l s t e r ,  stuffed vith straw, c h a n g e d  frortl 

time t o  ti@@, and a c o ~ e r l i d , ~  T h e  d i s t a n c e s  between 

h a ~ n o c k s  were regulated t o  p r e v e n t  c r o w d i n g ,  and a two foot 

s p a c e  set a s  t h e  p r o p e r  distance between Bamtoc t s ,  In f a i r  

weather, t h e  p r i s c n e r s  were r e q u i r e d  t o  go i n t o  the y a r d  so  

t h a t  t h e  roogls c o u l d  Be a i r e d  a n d  c l e a r e d ,  1 2 1  f a c t ,  t h e  

b e d d i n g  gas s o a e w b a t  dif f a r e n t ,  Hazli t t* s d e s c r i p t i o q  of 

t h e  b e d d i n g  a t  K i n s a l e  m e n t i o n s  * a  n a s t y  p i e c e  of tow-cloth, 

about t h r e e  feet and a h a l f  l ong ,  s t u f f e d  with a h a n d f u l  o f  

s t r a u ,  and a l r a o s t  a l i v e  w i t h   erai in.^ H o v a r d 9 s  c h e c k  of t h e  

mattresses f o u n d  t h e  s t rav  t u r n e d  ta d u s t - 1 5 3 )  

The condition of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  d e p e n d e d  i n  large 

m e a s u r e  o n  how well they could s u p p a s t  t h e a s e l v e s  a n d  

r e c e i v e  o u t s i d e  a i d ,  T h e  B r i t i s h  s u p p l i e d  in ia ig ta l  f o o d  a n d  

c l o t h i n g  b u t  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e  p r i s o n s  s o  l o o s e l y  t h a t  t h e  

p r i s o n e r s  g e n e r a l 1  y were able  t o  Banage  f o r  t h e a s e i v e s ,  

T h e y  se t  o u t  a c h a r i t y  bcx for c o n t r i b u t i o q s  f r o m  t h o s e  who 

came t o  l o o k  a t  them, The fnnds from t h i s  box were d i v i d e d  

e v e n l y  e a c h  week, f n d i v i d n a l  p r i s o n e r s  had p e r s o a a l  



a c q u a i n t a n c e s  v i s i t  them. T h e s e  v i s i t o r s  were able to slip 

some m n e y  t o  t h e i r  f r i e n d  i n  p r i s o n .  l a i l  with money 

enclosed would  a l s o  r e a c h  its i n t e n d e d  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  when routed t h r o u g h  a f r i e n d l y  i n t e r m e d i a r y  in 

P l y a o u t b  o s  P o r t s m o u t h ,  A n  o c c a s i o n a l  v i s i t o r  fro& the 

c o l o n i e s  o r  s o a e o n e  with r e l a t i v e s  t h e r e  would contribute 

a i d  t o  t h o s e  p r i s o n e r s  f ro la  that c o l o n y  o r  tostB- I n  these 

s a y s ,  a s t e a d y  b u t  sirialf stream of c o n t r i b u t i o a s  f o u ~ d  i ts  

way t o  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  154) The c h a r i t y  boq a t  #ill was p u t  

out June 13, 1777 ,  a n d  the f i r s t  distribution of f u n d s  t e n  

d a y s  later  gave one peany t o  e a c h ,  Even  t h e  o E f i c e r  of t h e  

gua rd  gave a shillisg to  C u t l e r  anti four  of h i s  f r i e n d s ,  155) 

A t  K i n s a l e  p r i s o n ,  t h e  p r i s o a e r s  had a t  l ea s t  two 

f r i e n d s  who v i s i t e d  them r e g u l a r l y ,  The Bo-rrerend Willialra 

Hazlitt aade aany t r i p s  tc t h e  prison *3to see and assist the 

p o o r  prisoners,#* A f r i e n d  of the m i n i s t e r ,  Beuken Harvey ,  

was a Q u a k e r  m e r c h a n t  i n  C o r k  who also h e l p e d  m r e P i e ~ e  the 

d i s t r e s s e s  of the A lrerican p r i s o n e r s  of war i n  f reland,ts (56) 

A t  F o r t o n  t h e  R e v e r e n d  Thomas Wren v i s i t e d  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  

r e g u l a r l y ,  Along s i t h  a Mr, D u c k e t t ,  f i r en  * 'b rough t  the a e n  

the latest news, obtained clothing for  t h e  needy ,  aod helped 

e s c a p e e s  g e t  t o  F r a n c e , "  T h e  R e v e r e n d  3obest Heath d i d  

l i k e l a i s e  f o r  A m e r i c a n s  c a n f i n e d  i n  H i l l  p r i s o n ,  (57) Later i n  

the war, David Hartleg,  the Bhig g a ~ p h l e t e e ~  and m e ~ b e r  of 



P a r l i a m e n t ,  v i s i t e d  F o r t c n  t o  tell t h e  p r i s o n e r s  of the 

p r o g r e s s  i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  Tor an exchange- ( 5 8 )  Another 

v i s i t o r  a n d  s o u r c e  o f  a i d  to t h e  p r i s o n e r s  u a s  Henry 

L a u r e n s ,  H e  had b e e n  captured on his way t o  Europe ,  gas 

c o n f i n e d  ia t h e  Tower  of London from October, 1780, to 

Proverttber, 3781, u h e n  he u a s  exchanged, H i s  own i ~ p r i s o n l r t e n f .  

c e r t a i n l y  made him s y a p a t h e t i c  t o  the p l i g h t  of h i s  fellow 

Amer icans ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by h i s  le t ter  t o  C o n g r e s s :  

After my e n l a r g e ~ e n t  I f u r t h e r  u r g e d  t h a t  b u s i n e s s  
[ t h e  e x h a n g e  o f  A ~ r i c a n  p r i s o n e r s )  t o  its c ~ m p l e t i o n ,  
v i s i t e d  those p r i s o n e r s  at a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x p e n s e  t o  
myself, a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  some of them relief frog sy 
o u n  i m p o v e r i s h e d  p o c k e t ,  and o b t a i n e d  such g r e a t e r  
for them from o t h e r  p e r s o n s ,  [59) 

The a c t i v i t i e s  of Eli B i c k f o r d ,  i n  p r i s o n  f o r  f o u r  

and a ha1 f y e a r s ,  i f  l u s t r a t e  t h e  d e s p e r a t e  i n g e n u i t y  t h a t  

made t h e  American p r i s o n e r s  a d i f f i c u l t  group t o  a d a i n i s t e r .  

U s i n g  park of a d o o r  h i n g e  a s  a scraper, he t u n n e l e d  out of  

t h e  p r i s o n  and up into **an a d j o i a i n g  H e  concealed 

the d i r t  in t h e  hamsocks  a s  h e  dug, H e  gas f o i l e d ,  bowever, 

in s u c c e e d i n g  i n  h i s  e s c a p e  b u t  ~ a d e  a deaE with t h e  

o c c u p a n t  of the h o u s e  t o  s p l i t  t h e  r e w a r d  f o r  r e t u r n i n g  h i m  

t o  p r i s o n ,  A t  t h e  t i ~ e  t h e  r e w a r d  was a h e a l t h y  f i v e  

pounds, B i c k f o r d  a n d  o t h e r s  ased t h i s  r o u t e  t a  a d v a a t a g e  

when t h e y  n e e d e d  Istoney, [6O) The r e w a r d  had bean r a i s e d  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  of Amer ican  e s a a p e s  a n d  the 



i n a b i l i t y  of t h e  guard t o  keep t h e  prison s e c u r e ,  A s t r o n g  

f o r c e  of local farmers ca@e out w i t h  their dogs to hunt d a m  

t h e  e s c a p i n g  p r i s o n e s s  a t  t h e  sound of d r u ~ h e a t s  fson~ t h e  

p r i s o n ,  They t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  c o l l u s i o n  and 

deals w i t h  %he g u a r d s  and prisoners and the reward was 

reduced,  (6 1 j 

A t  the sane t h e  that the p r i s c n e r s  #ere d e v i s i n g  

g a y s  of their own t o  make l i f e  i n  p r i s o n  b e a r a b l e  and effect 

ways to  aake their escages successful, those ia England 

s y i a p a t h e l i c  to t h e i r  p l i g h t  opened  s u b s ~ r i p t i o n  b o o k s  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  couetry, B s u b s c r i p t i o n  sjas s t a r t e d  around 

Christms,.1777, r a i s i n g  orer 3,855 pounds for the 

p r i s o n e r s t  relief, (62)  On December 25, 1773, Connor made the 

fo l l owing  observation i n  h i s  j o u r n a l :  

S i n c e  the d e f e a t  of Burgoyne,  t h i n g s  gear a n o t h e r  
face,,, They  begin to  u s e  u s  better, T h e r e  are 
s u b s c r i p t i o n  b o o k s  o p n e d  i n  Ban? parts of Bagland 
for our relie•’ as poor: prisoners, 463) 

The Reverend Thomas Rren and Hr, D u c k e t t  

a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e  s u b s c r i ~ t i o n  m n e y  for the F o r t o n  

p r i s o n e r s ,  Carpenter  k e p t  detailed notes  on t h e  a a o u n t  he 

r e c e i v e d ,  H i s  s h a r e  t o t a l f e d  three pounds, t n o  s h i l l i n g s  

and t h r e e  p e n c e  for the p e r i o d  f r o a  February 3 9 ,  1'378, to 

June 25, 1779, This averaged about  one s h i l l i a g  and two 

p e n c e  per week, Pro= aid-1779, the a v e r a g e  Mas six p e n c e  

p e r  week- (64)  



Connor eutered the amount  h e  x e c e i v e d  e a c h  week, 

Wren 's  f i r s t  v i s i t  b r o u g h t  c l o t h e s  t h a t  Wren had  c o l l e c t e d  

from doaors a n d  a d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s u b s c r i p t i o n  inoney--f i ve 

s h i l l i n g s  f o r  e a c h  o f f i c e r ,  two for each coranton seaman, On 

April 7, 1378, Connof n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e r s  r e c q i v e d  e i g h t  

s h i l l i n g s ,  while h e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  seaBen got two, Xn 

mid-June, m e n  r e f u s e d  t h e  weekly a l l o u a n c e  t o  t h o s e  who had 

no  c o a t s .  By S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  off icers* allowance was r e d u c e d  

t o  t h r e e  s h i l l i n g s  and,  on O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  1778, the a l l o w a n c e  

dwindled t o  t w o  shillings and s i x  pence f o r  o f f i c e r s  and 

fifteen pence for coarmon seamen, C o a n o r  m e n t i o n s  

s u b s c r i p t i o n  rnoney only twice sore, one s h i l l i q y  each o n  

Noveaber  3, a n d  Dece@ber 31, 1778,165) 

B c o n t a c t  o f  B e n  jamin F r a n k l i n  i n  E n g l a n d  reported t o  

him i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1779, t h a t  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  had r u n  very 
\ 

Later Connor remarked t h a t  "officers of t i e  Ben of war ace 

Low, There were several Eactors n t i t i g a t i n q  a g a i n s t  a 

s u c c e s s f u l  r e n e w a l  of t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  T h e  c a p t u r e  and 

execution of C a p t a i n  Andre  as a s p y  i n  t h e  colonies b r o u g h t  

a r e a c t i o n  against any a c t i v i t y  that hinted of t r e a s o n -  A 

Captain Thoaas Hutch ins  %as a r r e s t e d  o n  the charge of 

t r e a s o n a b l e  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  with B e n j a m i n  F r a n k l i n ,  t h r o w i n g  

t h e  community of American s y m p a t h i z e r s  i n t o  a state of fear 

and c a u t i o n ,  The French d a i a n c e  and  r e s u l t a n t  fears of  

invasion a lso  had  an effect o n  t h e  s f r a p a t h e t i c  f e e l i n g s  ia 



t h e  c o u n t r y ,  E x c h a n g e s  had a l s o  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  making their 

c o n d i t i o n  of c o n f i n e m e n t  a s u p p o s e d l y  t c s p a r a r y  

h a r d s h i p ,  (66) By t h e  e n d  of 1779 the s i t u a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  

o u t s i d e  f u n d s  t o  aid the p r i s o n e r s  was  c a u s i s y  c o n c e r n ,  Ia  

a letter t o  ~ e n j a a i n  F f a n k f i n ,  C a p t a i n  Conynghaa e x p r e s s e d  

h i s  f e a r s :  

I a u s t  a c q u a i n t  y o u r  e x c e l l e n c y  that t h e  p o o r  
u n f o r t u n a t e  p r i s o n e r s  i a  P l y m n t b  a re  in a ~ o s t  
distressed s i t u a t i o n ,  T h e  d o n a t i o n ,  when I l e f t  
t h a t ,  had been a t  6 d p e r  week, f am a f r a i d  could 
t h e y  n o t  be e x c h a n g e d  s o o n ,  will be o b l i g e d  t o  enter 
i n  their service, They cannot l i v e  on .the GovernaenL 
allauance, t67) 

A c o i n p a r i s o n  o f  the c o n d i t i o n s  of t h o s e  p r i s o n e r s  who 

d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  b e n e f i t s  of the s u b s c r i p t i c n  to t h o s e  a t  

F o r t o n  and B i l l  r e v e a l s  its i~portance ,  Hoidard cofnmented on 

t h e  s a d  state of t h o s e  c o n f i n e d  a t  Pembsoke %hen he v i s i t e d  

i n  J u n e ,  1779, In a n  e f f o r t  t o  e x p l a i n  the "bad c o n d i t i o n s "  

h e  found,  h e  noted t h a t  "these 1 faon were j o v e r l o o k e d  ia 

s u b s c r i p t i ~ n ~ w  F a n n i n g  sumarized t h e  importance of t h e  

s u b s c r i p t i o a  by  s t a t i n g  t h a t  h i s  s i t u a t i o n  M a s  comfortable 

with  t h e  allovance,  b u t  s i t b o u t  i t  t h i n g s  Prefe "very 

r t l i se rab le ,  jr ( 6 8 )  

The r e d u c t i o n  of the s u b s c r i p t i o n  a l l o w a n c e  c o i n c i d e d  

w i t h  a r e c s u i t i a g  drive b y  the Royal Navy, Only  t e n  days 

a f t e r  C o n n o r  noted t h e  r e d u c t i o n  of t h e  w e e k l y  sua t o  one 



s h i l l i n g  the Navy got  thirty prisoners to e n l i s t ,  One month 

here this day a p l e n t y ,  to g e t  a s  aang Ben a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  

e n t e r  w i t h  them, S e v e n t e e n  v o l u n t e e r e d ,  On another  

o c c a s i o n  Connor was g i v e n  the o p p c r t u n i t j r  "to go to I n d i a  

for five years," T h r e e  frienchmen and o n e  American accepted 

the offer, (69) Al though c$lers  t o  e a l i s t  in t h e  Royal Navy 

were most commou, a p r i s o n e r  deciding t o  join t h e  British 

could request a personal  reference, I n  the case of a 

prisoner w a n t i n g  t o  join t h e  F o u r t h  Regiaeat of Pout ,  t h e  

v i s h  was granted, B a s t h e r  H a s  released f r o n  f o r t o n  i n  order 

t o  j o i n  t h e  whaling fleet,  47Q) 

The numbers who e n l i s t e d  were f e u ,  B u r e a n c r a t i c  

d e l a y s  l e s s e n e d  t h e  t o t a l . ,  In order f o r  t h e  prisoner 

contentplat ing  joining the Bri t i sh  t o  e n l i s L ,  ho had to  v a i t  

for a pardoa, f n  t h e  time it took for tbe pardon t o  arrive, 

t h e  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s  Hiay have  c o a v i n c e d  h i a  to s t a y  with them 

i n  prison ozr join thelrt i n  an escape at tentpt , {71)  The 

Admiralty  r e c o g n i z e d  this problem and a t t e a p t e d  to  collect 

t h o s e  uho indicated an i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  join b y  Eoregoiaq the 

d e l a y s ,  (72) Even this imasure d i d  not ma& the  o t h e r  problem 

of t h e  p r i s o n e r  enlisting in order to enhance h i s  chances of 

e s c a p e ,  (73) 



American g o v e r n m e n t  officials in F r a n c e  were another 

i ~ p o r t a n t  source of f u n d s  for Aaerican p r i s o n e r s  of war i n  

Eng land ,  F i r s t  Arthur Lee a n d  l a t e r  Ben jamia F r a n k l i n  took 

a  sympathetic i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p l i g h t  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  across 

t h e  channel, I n  December, 1777, A r t h u r  L e e  € o n t a c k e d  a n d  

a u t h o r i z e d  a friend o f  t h e  Lee f a m i l y  l i v i n g  iq London, 

T h o ~ a s  D i g g e s ,  to  s p e n d  f i f t y  pounds t o  h e l p  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  

i n  F o r t o n ,  A y e a s  l a t e r  F r a n k l i n  sent 55 pounds of t o b a c c o  

to t h e  Blaericaas i n  F o r t o n ,  T h r o u g h o u t  the c o u r s e  of t h e  

war, however ,  the efforts of those i n  France were 

d i s o r g a n i z e d  and i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  {74) 

Ben j m i a  f r a n k l i n  f i r s t  c o n t a c t e d  David Hartley i n  

O c t o b e r ,  3777, i n  an e f f o r t  to have h i @  d i s k r i b u t e  money, 

H a r t l e y ,  an American s y m p a t h i z e r  a n d  me~ber of t h e  

o p p o s i t i o n  i n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  n o t  o n l y  h a d  too many o t h e r  

c o m m i t m e n t s  but a l s o  d i d  q o t  t h i n k  i t  wise f o r  h i @  to  be the 

l i n k  b e t w e e n  F f a n k l i n  a n d  t h e  B~er ican p r i s o n e x s  c o n c e r n i n g  

aoney ,  Soon a f t e r w a r u s  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  c a m p a i g n  p e r a i t t e d  

F r a n k l i n  t o  d r o p  the s e a r c h  for a  contact person i n  England, 

F r a n k l i n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  h i s  efforts upon o b t a i n i n g  aa exchange 

of p r i s o n e r s  a n d  p a y i n g  t h e  b i l l s  o f  credit r u n  u p  b y  g r e a  

a n d  o t h e r s  who a i d e d  e s c a p e e s  i n  r e a c h i n g  F r a n c e -  American 

g o v e r n a e n t  f u n d i n g  t h r o u g h  Prankfin remained i n  this d o r m a n t  



exchange p r i s o n e r s ,  (75) Despite warnings  that the 

subscsiption gas running Low and  that p r i s o n e r s  may be 

forced t o  enlist with t h e  B r P t i s h ,  F r a n k l i n  did not 

authorize a n  a l l o w a n c e  t o  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  a t  t h e  prisons 

until June 25, 1780, The payment of s i x  pence per  Ban; p e r  

week b e g a n  July 3 8  a t  F o r t o n  and s o w  time l a t e r  a t  

B i l l ,  (76) 

Although F c a n k l i n  i n d i c a r t e d  that h e  wanted that 

aaount t r i p l e d  f o r  t h e  w i n t e r  months, b e  balked a t  t h e  

e s t i m a t e d  cost of 150 pcunds p e r  nonth, Widger r e f e r s  t o  

r e c e i v i n g  s i x  pence or o w  s h i l l i a t g ,  a e v e r  Bore, (77) This 

a a o u n t  was a t  o r  be low t h e  l e v e l  from t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  

C o n y n g h m  warned was s c  low that the p r i s o a e r s  were i n  a 

state of despair, Sorae c o a f u s i o n  existed between t h e  

c o r r e p o n d e n t s  Za London and Passy i n  t h e  a p p r o a c h i n g  fall 

1780, England r e c e i v e d  word of the Hanging of h j o r  J o h n  

Andre i n  early October, Ia November John T r u a b u l l  was 

a r r e s t e d  a s  a s p y ,  his p a p e r s  c o n f i s c a t e d ,  T h e s e  p a p e r s  

imp1 i cated Thomas D i g g e s  i n  possibly t r e a s o n a b l e  a c t i v i t i e s -  

D i g g e s  wrote F r a n k l i n  of t h e s e  f o r  a p e r i o d  of t im,  

Frankl in  a t  this t i a e  Bad a bad case of g o u t  a n d  was n o t  

k e e p i n g  a b f e a s t  of his c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,  When h e  finally g a t  

back to w r i t i n g  Diqges ,  h i s  poor London c o n t a c t  had r e s o r t e d  

t o  c h a r g i n g  h i s  L i v i n g  e x p e n s e s  to F r a n k f i n "  account, 



claiming a i d  to e s c a p i n g  p i s o n e r s ,  The  d i f f i c u l t y  in 

u n r a v e l l i n g  t h i s  c o n f u s i o n  may h a v e  p r e v e n t e d  F r a n k f i n  f rom 

p a y i n g  c l o s e r  a t t e n t i o n  tc t h e  needs of the A ~ e r i c a n  

prisoners, 17 8) 

A more l i k e l y  c a u s e  for t h e  low a f l a w a n c e  ts those i n  

p r i s o n  u a s  F r a n k l i n ' s  priority toward a i d i n g  officers and 

t h o s e  escapees who came t a  see him personally i~ P r a n c e ,  

F r a n k l i n  h a d  Digges s u p p l y  C a p t a i n  Cola yaghara w i t h  clothes 

and  f o r t y  p o u a d s  fo r  e x p e n s e s ,  Again ,  with Captain Manley, 

25 o u t  of a t o t a l  100 g u i n e a s  available t o  Franklinls 

c o n t a c t  vent to o n e  o f f i c e x -  When Conyxghala e s c a p e d  he 

col lected another 28 g u i n e a s  from Digges ,  D r ,  Jaaes  

Brehon,  s u r g e o n  o n  t h e  BOBNET, received 20 pounds fro@ 

D i g g e s ,  W h i l e  F r a n k l i n  d i d  n o t  h a v e  d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  o v e r  the 

a m o u n t s  handed  out by h i s  c o n t a c t s  i n  England ,  neither d i d  

he g i v e  thea  s p e c i f i c  g u i d e l i n e s ,  F r a n k l i n  a lso  was a s o f t  

t o u c h  for t h o s e  who v i s i t - e d  hi@ i n  P a s s y ,  tine and  aga in  

g i v i n g  a i d  t o  those t h a t  s o u g h t  it when h e  c l a i ~ e d  h e  c o u l d  

n o t  a f f o r d  t h e  e x t r a v a g a n c e ,  T h e  a i d  t o  t h e  c a p k a i n s  

r e s u l t e d  i n  prfoareers f e t a r n i a g  t o  actioa, The v e r y  Ben 

n e e d e d  t o  work t h o s e  ships, however ,  faced the prob lem o f  

n o t  h a v i n g  enough soney  t o  sake a s u c c e s s f u l  escape,[79) 



Aside from f u n d s  f r o @  and  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s y ~ p a t h i z e r s  

who v i s i t e d  t h e  p r i s o n s ,  t h e  n e x t  a o s t  i a p o r t a n t  d e t e r m i n a n t  

o f  p r i s o n e r  mra l e  was t h e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  p r i s o n  o f f i c i a f s  

a n d  g u a r d s ,  T h e s e  men were s o a e t i n e s  capable of kind 

g e s t u r e s  and f r i e n d  fy c o m ~ u a i c a t i o n ,  T h e y  s u p p l i e d  t h e  

l a t e s t  i n f o r a a t i o a  about p o s s i b l e  qxchanges, d i d  f a v o u r s  i n  

r e t u r n  fo r  bribes, a n d  g e n e r a l l y  were s o  l a x  i n  t h e  

performance of their d u t i e s  t h a t  the p r i s o n e r s  

b e n e f i t e d ,  [80) Som g u a r d s  were e v e n  too f r i e o d l y .  H e r b e r t  

a e n t i o n s  two t h a t  r a n  of f  w i t h  f i v e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  a n  

u n s u c c e s s f  uf a t t e B p t  t o  c h a n g e  their means of 

l i v e 1  i h o o d ,  (83)  &bile t h e r e  were p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of f r i e n d i  y 

contact b e t w e e n  g u a r d s  a n d  t h e  prisoners, the nuiaber of 

i n c i d e n t s  of f r i c t i o n  a n d  h o s t i l i t y  f a x  oukpiieiqh t b e ~ ,  

Barass~eat  a n d  i n s u l t s  f r o n  t h e  g u a r d  a s  well a s  t h i e v e r y  

existed a t  b o t h  Porton a n d  H i l l ,  (82) 

The  g u a r d s  d i d  n c t  g r a v o k e  a12 t h e  Sncidents,  

f a n n i n g  t e l l s  of h a r a s s i n g  t h e  g u a r d s  by u a n c i a g  a b s v e  their 

guard  rooa  a n d  rushing back i n t o  their hamocks before the 

awakened  a n d  angry g u a r d  cou3d c l i m b  t h e  s t a i s s  t o  c a t c h  

t h e @  a t  it, C o n n o r  l i s t e d  the i n c i d e n t  o f  a d r u n k e n  

l i e u t e n a n t  s t r i k i a g  t h e  doctor and cook,  ( 8 3 )  T h e r e  #as a n  

o c c a s i o n a l  fight between a p r i s o n e r  a n d  a g u a r d ,  b u t  t h e  

h a r d e s t  c o n d u c t  f o r  t h e  p r i s o n e r  t o  s u a l P o v  was t h e  



a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a b r i b e  a n d  f a i l u r e  t o  f u l f i l l  oa h i s  end of 

t h e  dea l ,  Hany p o t e n t i a l l y  s u c c e s s f  v l  e s c a p e s  were f o i l e d  

by d o u b l e - d e a l i n g  g u a r d s ,  A t y p i c a l  i n c i d e n t  inwolviaq the 

g u a r d  went a s  f o l P o u s ,  A d i s p u t e  arose v i t h  t h e  baker, A 

s c u f f l e  f o f l o v e d ,  the guard b e i n g  called i n t o  t h e  y a r d  t o  

r e s t o r e  o r d e r ,  The prisoners were o r d e r e d  i c t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  

and  m i s s e d  the e v e n i n g  nteal, On o c c a s i o n  the g u a r d s  would 

be o r d e r e d  t o  l o a d  a n d  pr ime,  Once a p r i s o n e r  was s t a b b e d  

with a bayonet i n  an a r g u m e n t  w i t h  a guard ,  Anokher 

i n c i d e n t  resnlted i n  a p f i s o n e r a s  death, f a  Harch,  3779, a 

g u a r d  was b a r a s s i n g  t h e  p r j . s o n e r s  hanging t h e i r  shirts t o  

d r y  on the fence by b u r n i n g  h o l e s  i n  t h e i f  P a u q d q  v i t h  a 

r ed -ho t  poker ,  Bbeo t h e  Bmer i cans  went t o  save their 

s h i r t s ,  t h e  g u a r d  f i ~ e d ,  killing one and wounding s e v e r a l  

o t h e r s ,    his is t h e  only r e c o r d e d  incideut of 

p r i s o n e r - g u a r d  friction r e s u l t i n g  ia a p r i s o ~ e r a s  death ,  It 

was not, however, the only s h o o t i n g  i n c i d e n t ,  184) 

The guard  was changed a b o u t  s w e r p  taonth, T h i s  was 

often enough  t o  p r e v e n t  e i t h e r  a n i a o s i  ties o r  f r i e n d s f i i p s  

f r o a  d e v e l o p i n g  t o  the p o i n t  of extreiae d i f f i c u f t p  f o r  t h e  

a u t h o r i t i e s ,  R e l a t i o n s  between the guards  and c a p t i v e s  was 

n o t  t h e  o n l y  v o r s y  fo r  t h e  keeper o f  the p r i s o n s -  H e  h a d  

more t h a n  enough  t r o u b l e  just t r y i n g  t o  a a k e  t h e  ~ i l i t i a  d o  

t h e i r  job proper ly-  James  Anton, a g u a r d  for t h e  Roya l  



Highlanders, c o z n s i d a r e d  his j o b  "a l i g h t ,  a n d  i n  some 

respects e v e n  an a m u s i n g  dutyan D e s c r i b i n g  how t h e  sentries 

c o u l d  n o t  be s e e n  from t h e  g u a r d - h o u s e ,  they w o r r i e d  little 

a b o u t  detecting e s c a p i n g  p r i s o n e r s ,  b u t  

l a i d  t h e i r  f i r e l o c k s  a g a i n s t  the s e n t r y - b o x e s  a n d  
aniused t h e m s e l v e s  by F l a y i n g  a t  p u t k i n g - s t o n e ,  
p i t ch-and-  toss, and s u c h  like amusements ,  w i t h o u t  
f e a r  of de t ec t i on ;  f o r  a co rd i a l  aaity of f e e l i n g  
e x i s t e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o r p s ,  so  t h a t  as soon as  t h e  
officer,  sergeaat, cr c o r p o r a l  of t h e  guard aade h i s  
a p p e a r a n c e ,  i t  was notified i n  a n  i n s t a n t  t o  t h e  aost  
remote c o r n e r s ,  u i t h o u t  h i s  b e i n g  aware of the 
c o & m u n i c a t i o n ,  and o u r  gambliag a ~ u s e & e n t s  i n s t a n t l y  
ceased, ( 8 5 )  

The disposition of the keeper o f  t h e  p r i s o n  had  &ore 

effect oa the morale of the p r i s o n e r s  b e c a u s e  of his 

p o w e r f u l  position. At Porton John Wewsham, both k e e p e r  and  

a g e n t ,  h a d  a terrible p e r s o z i a i i t y ,  He bad a low o p i n i o n  of 

h i s  wards and t h e y  d e s c r i b e d  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  and, actions i n  

b i t t e r  t e r ~ s ,  B e  f o r c e d  the B ~ e r i c a n s  t o  g i v e  o v e r  t h e i r  

woney t o  hi& and i n t e r f e r e 4  xi& a t t e e p t s  by the p r i s o n e r s  

t o  r e g i s t e r  compf aints w i t h  the c o r t l a i s s i o a e r s ,  486) 

a t  ail1 the k e e p e r  was aamed Cowdray, P r i s o n e r s  

described h i &  a s  a d i s h o n e s t ,  v e n g e f u l  drunkard and charged 

h i @  i n  a letter of c u ~ p l a i n t  t o  his s u p e r i o r s  of r o b b i n g  t h e  

p r i s o n e r s  of t h e i r  laoney, s t e a l i n g  from t h e  c h a r i t y  box, 

w a t e r i n g  t h e  b e e r  a n a  s e r v i n g  p r i s o p e r  r a t i o n s  t o  h i s  hogs. 



C u t l e r a s  word f o r  hini was t4 tyrant , l*  T h e  p r i s o n e r s  s e n t  a 

p e t i t i o n  t o  a coamissioner Bell " s e t t i n g  f o r t h  the v e r y  ill 

usage r e c a d  f rom t h e  Keeper  and t u r n k e y s - * $  ( 8 7 )  

D e s p i t e  the poor image t h e  k e e p e r s  had with t h e  

prisoners and v i c e  versa, t h e  a g e n t  did occasionally do 

helpful t h i n g s  f o r  the prisoaers, Heushaa d i d  f o r w a r d  some 

o f  t h e  p r i sone r s "o&pla in t s ,  When be a l i o w e d  Bea-jami& 

F r a n k l i n a s  letter t o  be r e a d  t o  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  a s s e a b l e d  i n  

t h e  yasd,  h e  r e c e i v e d  a repr in taad  front t h e  A d ~ i r a l t y *  The 

p r i s o n e r s  d i d  n o t  kaou whether  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  

was personal abuse b y  the agent  or p o l i c y  fsom the 

Bdaira lky ,  They c o u l d  see t h e  p e t t y  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  b l a a e d  

e v e r y t h i n g  o n  t h e  l oca l  o f f i c i a l s ,  4s on the occasion 02 

F r a n k l i n f s  letter,  though, t h e  local  official was less 

s t r i c t  than  ~ d m i r a i l t y  p o l i c y  d e s i r e d ,  (88) 

Leaving p r i s o n  is by  f a r  t h e  most often r e c o r d e d  

s u b j e c t  i n  the p r i s o n  d i a r i e s ,  W h i l e  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  hoped of 

exchange and  t h e i r  moods f l u c t u a t e d  w i t h  t h e  flow of rumors, 

their a c t i o n s  c e n t e r e d  cn escape ,  The diaries w n t i o n e d  

a t t e m p t e d  e s c a p e s  b y  e v e r y  c o n c e i v a b f e  seaas, Even before 

a r r i v i n g  a t  t h e  p r i s o n ,  prisoners sraa f r o &  t h e  c a p t u r i a g  

vessel, a t t e m p t e d  t o  t a k e  it o v e r ,  o r  e s c a p e d  Eroa a work 

p a r t y  d e t a i l e d  f roa t b e  g u a r d  s h i p ,  One even  made off 



b e t w e e n  sessions a t  his e x a a i n a t i o a ,  [89)  Once i n  prison the 

escapes v a r i e d  from v a u l t i n g  t h e  wall, g o i n g  through a hole 

i n  t h e  wall, and o n c e  e v e n  breaking  t h r a u g h  t h e  gate. Wo 

place  was exetupt  f r o m  a n  e s c a p e  a t t e m p t ,  The s t o r e  room, 

t h e  k i t c h e n ,  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and t h e  black h o l e  all .  were tried, 

T h e r e  were e v e n  a t t e ~ p t s   fro^ t h e  oukhouse. While  most  

e s c a p e s  uefe P o n e  e f f o r t s  o r  i n  p a i r s ,  s e v e r a l  m a j o z  

t u n n e l i n g  s c h e m e s  r e s u l t e d  i n  s e v e r a l  mass e s c a p e s -  (90) 

#any u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a s t a y  in t h e  

b l a c k  Bole, The besf;  w a y  t o  insure a d e c e n t  chance  of 

success was to bribe a guard, It %as h e l p f u l  to h a v e  sore 

m a e y  r e i i i a i n i n g  t o  bsibe t e a s e  farners  a n d  v i l l a g e r s  uho 

p a t r o l l e d  the area in s e a r c h  of a regard for  returning 

Ennaways, B o r e  aoney was needed  f o r  passage across t h e  

c h a n n e l ,  One accbunt of a s u c c e s s f u l  escape ~ e n t i o n s  t he  

iaportance of t h e  money received from **the good subscribers 

t o  t h e  ~ m e r i c a n "  p r i s o n e r s  of war, T h e  w n e y  was necessary 

to " b r i b e  poor a n d  i u e r c e n a r y  p e o p l e  to secrete  thela f the 

e s c a p e e s f ,  and forward the is  e s c a p e - r  Bs Panning put it ,  

t h o s e  who *had aot  money e n o u g h  t o  bear their expenses as  

far  a s  London** were taken and b r o u g h t  back to  the black 

h o l e ,  191) 



Soae a i d  c o u l d  b e  found i f  t h e  e s c a p e e s  f e a c h e d  t h e  

R e v e r e n d  Wren or  other friends in England.  Three  e s c a p i n g  

prisoners fro& K i n s a l e  u e r e  h i d d e n  a n o n g  f r i e n d s  oE W i l l i a a  

Haz l i t t ,  f i c h a r d  Coffin, a n a t i v e  of t ! a s s a c h u s e t t s  living 

i n  Englaad, a s s i s t e d  E l i s h a  Henmanas  e s c a p e  b y  a d v a n c i n g  him 

money and p r o c u r i n g  black clothes so t h a t  he voufd pass for 

a minister, S u c c e s s f u l  e s c a p e e s  w r o t e  back t o  t h e i r  f r i e n d s  

still i ~ p r i s o n e d  uith t h e  aaBes of those  t o  c o n t a c t  a n d  

e s t i ~ a t e s  of the cost- Thompson even g a v e  m i l e a g e  figures 

betueea  towns o n  h i s  e s c a p e  r o u t e  and c a u t i o n e d  soseahat  

n e e d l e s s l y ,  Hdo n o t  be too  h a s t y  i n  L e t t i n g  any o n e  Kaow 

t h a t  Pou are f ro@ Eortune  prisonsf* C u t l e r  a n d  a f r i e n d  ~ a d e  

their break f ro lg  t h e  "sick a p a r t r a e ~ t s , ~  f o u n d  t h e i r  way t o  a 

friendas h o u s e  in Plymouth, a n d  p a i d  their uay a c r o s s  t h e  

channel ,  B n  i temized expense a c c o u n t  f o ~  their journey came 

t o  77 pounds total for both ,  Bills For a i d i n g  Csrnynghaia axid 

some o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  esca fe t o t a l e d  o v e r  52  poueds- 492) 

The totaf n u a b e r  of e s c a p e s  f fon  fortan betweea June, 

1777, and B p r i l ,  3782, l i s t e d  i n  t h e  r e c o r d s  of t h e  

C u e m i s s i o n e r s  f o r  Sick a n d  Hurt Seamen, was 536, Row reany 

of these were r e c a p t u r e d  or t h e  saae  ~ r i s o n e r  on s e ~ e r a l  

different a t t e a p t s  caB n o t  be d e t e r a i n e d ,  Connoras r e c o r d  

totals 112 s u c c e s s f u l  e s c a p e s  i n  the time h e  s p e a k  a t  

F o r t o n ,  Front a t o t a f  o f  415 ,  t h i s  uas fttore than a quarter 

of the in~ates, G i v e n  tbat some were wounded o r  too sick to 

a t t e m p t  a n  e s c a p e *  the percentage g o e s  evert h i g h e r -  ( 9 3 )  



When t h e  few exchanges  t h a t  d i d  t a k e  p l a c e  were 

h a l t e d  b y  t h e  u n a v a i l a b i l i t y  of Brner icaa-captured B r i t i s h  

p r i s o n e r s  i n  P rance ,  t h e  wccd r e a c h e d  t h o s e  p r i s o n e r s  i n  

Fo r ton ,  Numerous e s c a p e s  r e s u l t e d ,  The reasoa Por t h e  

escapes seeas obvious ly  t o  be t h e  p e s s i ~ i s t i c  { b u t  a c c u r a t e )  

a s s e s s m e n t  by t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t h a t  t h e y  would not be exchanged  

i n  t h e  r e a s o n a b l y  a e a r  fut -nre ,  I t  is t h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  situation t h a t  led American p r i s o n e r s  t o  t r y  t o  

l i b e r a t e  the i i t se fves  s o  often  and with such  s u c c e s s ,  n o t  

si~ply the S u r e  of t h e  f i v e  pound s e u a r d  or  the c o a p u l s i o n  

of an e x t r a o r d i n a r y  pa t r i o t i s a ,  (94) 

The f i v e  pound reward  f o r  f e t a r n i n g  American 

p r i s o n e r s  oi war was the r e s u l t  of a n  A d ~ i r a l t y  decree i n  

July, 1777, P r e ~ i o u s l y  t h e  a a o u n t  Bad been t e n  s h i L l i a g s ,  

The  reward  created an unpaid a r a y  o f  auxiliaries t h a t  d i d  

more t o  c u r b  s u c c e s s f u l  e s c a p e s  t h a n  a t t e 8 i p t s  to  i n c r e a s e  

t h e  g u a r d ,  b u t  t h e  c s r r u p t i o n  t h a t  e n s u e d  c a u s e d  Bore 

problems ,  The three-way s h a r i n g  sf t h e  reward be tween  

p r i s o n e r s ,  g u a r d s ,  and  c i v i l i a n s  becaae common enongh t o  

coRe t o  the a t t e n t i o n  o f  the ~ f f i c e  of t h e  Adairalty i tself-  

Baid c o a p l a i n t s  and  demands t o  move t h e  p r i s o n e r s  t o  a n o t h e r  

l o c a t i o n ,  t h e  Adnaira l ty  r educed  t h e  r eward  back to t e n  

shillings af te r  A p r i l  29, 3782, (95) 



Good morale among t h e  p r i s o n e r s  of war i n  Eng land  was 

d i f f i c u l t  t o  m a i n t a i n ,  Exchange  was long i n  coming, T h e i r  

s t a t u s  a s  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war was u r a c f e a r , ,  They faced t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  of b e i n g  hung  a s  t r a i t o r s  a a d  pirates, The  

American g o v e r n R e u t  was E a r  avay, r e t a l i a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  

a i s t r e a t ~ e n t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  effect, Very much o n  their oun,  

t h e y  were u n d e r  c o n t i n u a l  g r e s s u r e  t o  jo in  t h e  R o y a l  Wavy t o  

e s c a p e  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n ,  On t h e  o t h e f  band, t h e y  Bad & a n y  

s u p p o r t e r s  i n  E n g l a n d  uho c a m  t o  t h e i r  a i d  w i t h  a 

s u b s t a n t i a l  s u b s c r i p t i o a  and p l a y e d  t h e  r o l e  of watchdog  f o r  

the p r i s o n e r s 4  welfare. I a s i d e  t h e  p r i s m ,  however ,  the Ben 

were lefl t o  t h e i r  own r e s o u r s e s ,  Undet khese d i f f i c u l t  

c i r c u ~ s t a n c e s ,  t h e  men p u l l e d  together r e ~ a r k a b l y ,  

The p r i s o n e r s  m a i n t a i n e d  good a o r a l e  over  a l l  d e s p i t e  

t h e i r  real is t ic  a p p r a i s a l  o f  t h e i r  iaprisonment, O n  

e n t e r i n g  Fortona, C a r p e a t e r  found 375 Aaeficans: '*Some of 

 the^ had beea t h e r e  a y e a r  and %ere i n  good h e a r t  b u t  

e x p e c t e d  a long i ~ p r i s o n m e s t  EC,'~(S)S) 

One of t h e  ways t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e m  r a i s e d  t h e i r  

s p i r i t s  was t h r o u g h  s i n g i n g ,  They  s a n g  a b o u t  love, d r i n k i n g  

and t h e  sea, They c r e a t e d  a s p i r i t  05 humor a n d  r e v e l r y ,  

Their songs were e s c a p i s t  and p a t r i o t i c ,  n o t  n o u r n f  ul 

laments, Only two s o n g s  r - e c o r d e d  by C o n n a r  from those s u n g  



i n  F o r t o n  h a d  even  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  any k i n a  of 

p r i s o n  e x p e r i e n c e ,  I4The e s c a p e  n i g h t  be to dreaias  of 

romance; it miqht  b e  a n  e s c a p e  back  t o  t h e  sea o r  silrrpfy t o  

t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  war might  s o o n  be over,"{97) Over h a l f  

of the s o n g s  were a b o u t  ronance ,  Nine of these '"portray 

s a i l o r s  a s  leading f i g u r e s  a n d  r e c o u n t  t h e i r  t e a r y  l e a v e  

takings or j o y f u l  r e t u r n s , j 8  Others had theaes of s e x u a l  

c o n q u e s t  a n d  c u c k o l d r y ,  SoIIte s o n g s  b u i l t  u p  the s a i l o r a s  

character as being b o l d e r  than the l andsman o r  used t o  

rugged  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  (98) T h e  o t h e r  ~ a i n  p u r p a s e  o f  t h e  s o n g s  

was p a t r i o t i c ,  S o a q s  were used a s  a c o u n t e r - d e m o n s t f a t i s n  

t o  the s a l u t e  t o  t h e  Kiugrs b i r t h d a y ,  O n e  scay revealed t h e  

m e r c a n t i l i s t  base t o  t h e i r  pa t r io t i s t t i :  l i d t h e  wars w i l l  be  

over soon which was fo r  to be / Bad ve will have  f r e e  

t r a d i n g  i n  Worth 8 ~ e r i c a -  "* (99) Natrtralf y the prisoners 

c r e a t e d  s o w  v e r s e  t o  c e l e k r a t e  t h e i r  release, (100) 

Songs  were not t h e  o n l y  fo rm of mora l e -boos t ing  

e a t e r t a i n a e n t  c r e a t e d  by t h e  p r i s o n e r s .  They c e l e b r a t e d  

b i r t h d a y s ,  But the rrta jor c e l e b r a t i o n t  c a n e  on t h e  fourth of 

J u l y ,  H e r b e r t t s  journal a t  M i l l  p r i s o n ,  1776, r eads :  

July 3, 1778: A s  i t  is two y e a r s  tolrrortou s i n c e  t h e  
D e c l a r a t i o n  of Independence i n  Bae r i ca ,  we are 
r e s o l v e d ,  a l t h o u g h  we are p x i s o n e r ,  t o  bear i t  i n  
r emeabrance ;  a n d  f o r  that end, severa l  o f  u s  have 
employed o u r s e l v e s  t o d a y  i n  makiag cockades ,  



T h e y  were drawn sn a p i e c e  of paper, cut i n  the form 
of a half Boon, with t h e  t h i r t e e n  s t r i p e s ,  a Union 
a n d  t h i r t e e n  s t a r s ,  p o i n t e d  out a n d  upon the t o p  is 
p r i n t e d  i n  l a r g e  c a p i t a l  fetters,  ' I n d e p e n d e n c e *  and  
a t  t h e  bottom, ' L i b e r t y  or Death* or s o w  a p p e a l  t o  
Hea ven, 

J u l y  4 ,  1778: T h i s  morning when w e  were l e t  o u t ,  we 
h o i s t e d  t h e  American f l a g  upon our h a t s ,  except abont 
f i v e  or s i x ,  who d i d  n o t  choose  t o  wear t h e @ -  The 
a g e n t ,  s e e i n g  us all v i t h  t h o s e  p a p e r s  on o u r  h a k s ,  
asked for  one  Lo laoh at ,  which was sent him, and it 
h a p p e s e d  t o  be  one which had q I n d e p s n d e n c e a  v r i t t e n  
upon t h e  t o p ,  and a t  the b o t t o ~  'Liberty or Death ,*  

H e  n o t  knowing t h e  m a n i n g  of it,  and t h i n k i n g  we 
were g o i n g  t o  f o r c e  t h e  guard, directly ordered a 
d o u b l e  s e n t r y  a t  t h e  g a t e ,  Wothing hapgened  u n t i l  
o n e  o fc lock ;  we then drew up i n  the t h i o t e e a  
D i v i s i o n s ,  and e a c h  D i v i s i o n  gave t h r e e  c h e e r s ,  till 
it eaBe t o  the l a s t ,  when w e  all cheered t o g e t h e r ,  
all of which was c o a d u c t e d  w i t h  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
regularity, W e  k e p t  o u r  c o l o r s  h o i s t e d  till s u n s e t ,  
and then t o o k  there down, (101) 

Po execute a d e m o n s k r a t i o n  such as Herbert described 

r e q u i r e d  sose o r g a a i z a t i o n  among t h e  Bserican p r i s o n e r s ,  

They had  t h a t  organization a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  for t h e i r  own 

s e l f - p o f i c i n g ,  To  r e g u l a t e  a s p e c t s  of their daily l i v e s  

s u c h  a s  s a t i n g  i n  f aesses ,  d e f e n d i n g  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y ,  and  

c o n t r o l i n g  disagree~ents and f i g h t s ,  "it was found n e c e s s a r y  

to h a v e  sortie Bode of governaent aeaong t h e  p r i s o n e ~ s - ~ ~  1102) 

T h e  p r i s o n e r s  " a d v e n t u r e d  t o  f o r m  t h s a s e l r r e s  i n t o  a 

r e p u b l i c ,  framed a c o n s t  i t u k i o n  and e n a c t e d  vholesotrte laws, 

w i t h  s u i t a b l e  p e n a l  t ies, It  Articles of g o v e r n m e n t  were drawn 

u p  and  read to the newcomers, Punishments were set  far 

v a r i o u s  a i s d e e d s ,  Bad a trial s y s t e a  was f o r m l a t e d .  If  a 



p e r s o n  was a c c u s e d  +*of any t r a n s g r e s s i o n ,  h e  had  a l ega l  

trial and was p u n i s h e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  crime, T h e r e  h a d  

been o n e  o r  more i n s t a n c e s  of t y i n g  u p  t o  t h e  l a m p  p o s t ,  a n d  

p u t t i n g  a d o z e n  l a s h e s  o n  t h e  b a r e  b a ~ k , ~ f 1 0 3 )  

S e c u r i t y  was a p r i m e  c o n s i d e r a t i o g  for lags i n  this 

p r i s o n e r  governaent ,  K e e p i n g  t u n n e l s  secret, ~a3r iag  a fake 

m u s t e r  t o  c o v e r  for t h o s e  who e s c a p e d ,  a n d  k e e p i n g  secret 

the outside s o n r c e s  of i n f o r m a t i o n  from possible i n f o r m e r s  

was a s  e s s e n t i a l  t a s k ,  This i n v o l v e d  p r e s s u r i n g  t h o s a  who 

a i g b t  inform, e s p e c i a l l y  those who indicated a d a s i s e  t o  

r e c e i v e  a p a r d o n  aad join the  B r i t i s h ,  Connor re la tes  t h e  

i n c i d e n t  of a g u a r d  d i s c o v e r i n g  a hole dug for a &ass 

e s c a p e ,  T h e  p f i s o n e r s  i n  turn discovered a n  inforntef had 

revealed t h e  l o c a t i o n o f  the t u n ~ e l ,  T h e  p r i s o n  officials 

h a d  t o  i s o l a t e  h i ~  i n  the h o s p i t a l  t c  k e e p  t h e  others f r o a  

c a r r y i n g  out t h e i r  pun i shaex i t ,  That p r i s o n e r  t h e n  took up  

a p p l i c a t i o n  fo r  e n l i s t r t l e n t ,  (304)  One a l l e g e d  i a f  orlner mapt-ed 

X o g e r s  had h i s  trial and was found g u i l t y ,  His sentence gas 

one hundred s t r i p e s ,  They dragged him out  aad a d ~ i n i s t e r e d  

t h e  b e a t i n g -  { I  05) 

Bn e x a m p l e  of t h e  o r g a n i z a t i a a  of daily r o u t i n e  

g e r f o r a e d  b y  the p r i s o n e r s f  a t t e m p t  a t  s e l f - s e g u l a t i o n  was 

the o r g a n i z i n g  oE the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of food, The &en i n  each 

mess chose o n e  among them ko d i v i d e  t h e  l o a f  of areas i n t o  



shares  of as  e q u a l  size as  p o s s i b I . e ,  Another uoufd  b e  

b l i n d f o l d e d  and asked to call a  name of a imssmate #he& t h e  

c u t t e r  po inked  t o  each piece, A s i m i l a r l y  e l a b o r a t e  scheme 

for a v o i d i n g  d i s p u t e s  o v e r  t h e  beef  ratio^ existed- ( l 0 b )  

The p r i s o n e r  organization sseaed to  worK very sell. 

The f o o d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  system e l i n t i n a t e d  a major  p o i n t  of  

i r r i t a t i o n ,  The penalties k e p t  thiererg and f i g i t f a g  to  a 

minirauin, Connor ci'tes o n l y  one c a s e  of f i g h t i n g  among t h e  

p r i s o n e r s ,  SBesburne  h a g s  a t  the b e g i n n i n g  of his account 

t h a t  t h e r e  was no fear of h a v i n g  one3s clothing s t o f e n  

h e c a u s e  of  t h e  n r e p u b l i c , f 9  3107) 

O v e f a l l  it c o u l d  e v e n  b e  a f g u e d  that t h e r e  were 

adantages to the p r i s o n  e x p e r i e n c e  for t h e  comaon seaman, 

T h e  s c b o l i n g  that soae u s e d  to f i l l  their h o u r s  brought 

useful s k i l l s  for t h e  f u t u r e ,  f a n n i n g  conlraented t h a t  "many 

o f  these have  s i n c e  advanced to the rank of masters of 

v e s s e l l s ,  otherwise, had they n e v e r  see Porten ~ r i s o n ,  t h e y  

n e v e r  would have b e e n  laofe t h a n  s a i l o r s i * ,  (108)  Such an 

o b s e r v a t i o n  s h o u l d  not o b s c u r e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  t h e  prison 

e x p e r i e n c e ,  Some men were c o n f i n e d  for a v e r y  l o n g  tiae, 

Bany h e a l t h y  young s e a m a  emerged broken  and u n f i t  for 

further f i f e  a t  sea, Even officers uho f a r e d  b e t t e r  t h a n  

t h e  GontlPion seamen c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e i r  ~ x p e r i e n c e  a s  lSvery  



d i s a g r e e a b l e w  and described their r e l e a s e  a s  *'our 

d e l i v e r a n c e  from a h o r r i b l e  prison, where we fared very 

hard, '* (1  09)  

The e x p e r i e n c e  d i d  not turn t h e a  fro@ a l i f e  a t  s e a  

o r  frora further sersice t o  t h e i r  country ,  John P a u l  Joaes 

s i g n e d  o n  many of t h e s e  men for t h e  BONHO@RE RICBARD, 

L i e u t e n a n t  C u t t i n g  Lunt wrote ho~e, i n f o r a i n q  h i s  fa ther  of 

h i s  f r e e d o a  and future p l a n s :  "1 have s h i p p e d  ~ y s e l f  for 

another cruise, and hope I s h a l l  have b e t t e r  success, I am 

g o i n g  i n  a s h i p  called t h e  Poor B i c h a r d ,  comanded  by 4 o h ~  

Panl Jones, esquire, tut our e x p e d i t i o n  is secret, but 1 

hope to be at hose s e x t  C h r i s t ~ a s ,  if ~y life is 

spared, (1 10) 



4 7 )  " T h e  O l d  H i l l  P r i s o n ,  P l p o u t h ,  E n g l a a d t W  
H A G A Z X N E  OF HISTORY 20 j january I9123 3 19, In t h e  c o l o n i e s  
t h e  B r i t i s h  c o n f i n e d  p r i s c n e r s  i n  w a r e h o u s e s ,  l a r g e  p u b l i c  
b u i l d i n g s ,  c h u r c h e s ,  and  09 p r i s o n - s h i p s ,  A 1 1  o f  these 
f a c i l i t i e s  p r o v e d  i n a d e q u a t e  i n  s i z e  f o r  t h e  n u ~ b e r s  o f  
p r i s o n e r s  f o r c e d  i n t o  c o n f i n e m e n t  i n  t h e @ ,  T h e r e  were n o  
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t h a n  h u l k s ,  c o a v e r t e d  s u p p l y  s h i p s  taken o u t  o f  commiss ion-  
An act o f  P a r l i a ~ e n t ,  17 Geosge  Xfl c. 9, p a s s a d  i n  a a r c h ,  
1777, classified Wmericans t a k e n  i n  arms oa t h e  h i g h  seas a s  
p i r a t e s  a n d  t r a i to r s ,  This a c t  gas renewed each y e a r  u n t i l  
Elarch, 1782, when they were c o n s i d e s e d  p r i s o n e r s  o f  war i n  
22  George TI1 c, 10- See J o h n  K- A l e x a n d e r ,  ed,, i t J o n a t h a n  
Carpenter  a n d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  Revolution: the J o u r n a l  o f  a n  
B a e r i c a n  Mavaf P r i s o n e r  of War a n d  Verinont I a d i a a  F i g h t e r , "  
VERBONT H I S T O M Y  36 l S p f i n g  3968):80 n, 15, The l i t e r a t u r e  
on t h e  h o r r o r s  of c o n f i n e ~ e a t  i n  t h e s e  b u l k s  is e x t e n s i v e .  
See fo r  e x a a p l e  2 8 t h  CongEess ,  House  Report: Woe 176; 54th 
C o n g r e s s ,  28 s e s s i o n ,  House S e p o r t  No, 2938 ;  G a o r g e  T a y l o r ,  
BBRTYflS TO THE R E V O L U T T O l  IN THE BBfZTISH PRISON-SHIPS I;% THE 
HAZZRBOUT BAY f 1855) ; Andsew Sherburne, MEMOIPS OF ANDHEW 
S H E R B U R N E  A PZMSTOHEB OE THB N A V Y  OF THE BEVOLUTIOld, BY 
RIPlSELF, (Utica, Wew York W i l l i a a s ,  1828; r e p r i n t  ed, , 
P r e e p o r i ;  Es'ew fosk: B a o k s  for L i b r a r i e s  P r e s s ,  1970, pp, 
107-335, kiargaret EI- G a l d w e l l ,  * A  S i t  of B i s t o r y  E r o a  
Frenchaaan Bay ," NAUTECBL BZSEABCR JOUBNAL 2 { D e c e ~ b e r  
1949) : 351-352; C h a r l e s  H, J e n r i c h ,  TPfie O l d  Jersey P r i s o n  
S h i p ,  UWITED STATES BAVBL INSTITUTE P f O C E E D I N G S  89 
( F e b r u a r y  3963):370,  d i s c u s s e s  t h o s e  o n  p r i s o n  s h i p s  who 
wrote d i a r i e s :  C a p t a i n  D r i s g ,  B o b e r t  Shef  f i e l d ,  L i e u t e n a n t  
D u n s c o ~ b ,  A l e x a n d e r  C o f f i n ,  T h o @ a s  k a d r o s ,  a n d  S i l a s  T a l b o t -  

42) f a n n i n g ,  p- 2, 

(3) Rober t  W i l d e n  Beeser, ed, ,  LETTERS AND BBPEBS 
RELATING TO THE CRUISES OF GUSBVUS COWYWGHBM -- A CAPTAIN OF 
THE CONTI8EWTAE & A V Y  1777-3779, (Port Rashington, N e w  Pork: 
K e n n i k a t  P r e s s  r e p r i n k ,  1970). p, 160; H, 3 ,  C l a r k ,  
NMarra  t i  ve of G u s t a v u s  C o n y n g h a ~ ,  U , S ,  N,, V h i l e  i n  Cotitinand 
o f  t h e  * S u r p r i s e a  a n d  *Revenge ,*  3777-1779," PENWSYZV1NIA 
PTAGAZf HE OF H I S T O R Y  G B f O G R A P H Y  22 (1898) ~487; Sainuol 
C u t l e r ,  " P r i s o n  S h i p s ,  a n d  t h e  ' Q l d  Bill P r i s ~ n , ~  P l y a o u t h ,  
England, 1777," NEW ENGLAMD HISTORICAL C G E N E A L O G I C A L  
REGISTER 32 (1876) 343 ;  C h a r l e s  F r a n c i s  J e n k i n s ,  W o h n  



C l a y p o o l e 3  s Mentoranduiii-Book, PENNSYZVANXA BAGAZINE O F  
HISTORY E BIOGBAPHY 36 (1892):183, A d e s c r i p t i o n  of 
Conyngham9s capture and a r r i v a l  i n  E n g l a n d  can ba f o u n d  ia 
the London R E Y E f i B R A N C E R  f o r  1779 ,  p ,  341, F o r .  the 
c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  C o n y n g h a ~ q s  s t a t u s  a s  a c a p t a i n ,  see 
Greenvood,  CBPTBI M BANLEK, pp, 158-161, tle was c o n s i d e r e d  
a p i r a t e  b e c a u s e  h e  c o u l d  p r o d u c e  n o  coront iss ion,  fp-  1 6 0 ) -  
C o n n o r  a e n t i o n s  o n e  c r e u  oJ 100  p r i s a t e e r s n e n  from which 2 5  
e n 1  i s t e d ,  (31: I % & ) ,  

(4)  Isaac J, Greennood ,  CBPTAZLS JOHM BANLEY SECO%ff IN 
H A N K  IPJ THE UMI'IIED STATES HAVY 3 176-1783, (Boston:  C, E, 
Goodspeed E Co,, 1915) .  I;, 116, and  Gordop  Grank,  THE LfPE 
AH13 ADYEITUBES 02 J O H M  WICOL B A B f N E R ,  f l e w  York: E a r r a r  E 
B i n e h a r t ,  f n c . ,  1936) ,  p- 53, T h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of the 
o f f i c e r s  c a p t u r e d  d i f f e r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y   fro^ t h a t  of t h e i r  
c r e u ,  On t h e  c a p t u r i n g  v e s s e l ,  t h e  officer p r i s o a e r s ,  or a t  
leas t  t h e  c a p t a i n ,  d i n e d  a t  t h e  c a p t a i n 3 s  table and  h a d  t h e  
f r e e d o a  o f  a t  f e a s t  p a r t  of t h e  s h i p ,  I f  t h e r e  were 
exceptions t o  t h i s ,  t h e y  o c c u r r e d  due t o  a c l a s h  of 
p e r s o a a l i t i e s  o r  as  a r e s u l t  o f  a n  a t t e a p t  t o  escape, 
Boardman, a ~ e r c h a n t  c a p t a i a  c a p t a i n  c a p t u r e d  i n  & a r c h ,  
1776, was we11 t r e a t e d  by t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  a n d  s h i p s s  ntaster, 
b u t  n o t  by t h e  capta i i i ,  who e v e n t u a l l y  wturned h i ~  o u t  of  
t h e  r e g u l a r  tales%,, t o  mess w i t h  a gunner , "  F o r  a t t e m p t i n g  
t o  e s c a p e ,  Boardrean was " th rown i n  i r o n s  fo r  some days**, 
T h i s  c o n f i n e a e n t  i a  i r c n s  was c o n s i d e r e d  a p u o i s h m e n t  r a t h e r  
t h a n  an  e f f o r t  t o  c o n t a i n  B o a r d ~ a n ,  H e  e s c a p e d  s o o n  a f t e r  
b e i u g  released F r o &  the i r cns  by s w i m i q y  a s h o r e ,  T h a t  he 
was n o t  p l u n d e r e d  Q • ’  h i s  v a l u a b l e s  a n d  ' t h e r e f o r e  had the 
m n e y  t o  wake his way hcme i s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n s  
f o r  swimming a s h o r e ,  H e  " s t r i p p e d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  h i s  t r o u s e f s  
a n d  a k e r c h i e f  w i t h  money i n  it t i e d  a r o u n d  h i s  neck- ** 
Connor  a e n t i o n s  a s p e c i a l  meal fo r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  h i s  
p r i v a t e e r  s e r v e d  u p  by t h e  c a p t a i n  o n  a r r i v a l  i n  P o r t s m o u t h ,  
fp, 343)-  L i e u t e a a n t  BatLbewman also t r ied  t o  e s c a p e  vith 
c l o s e  c o n f i n e ~ l e n t  a s  a r e s u l t ,  see Thomas C. Parrar t tore ,  
**The Great Escape fron Fortoa Gaol:  An I n c i d e n t  of t h e  
R e v o l u t i ~ n ,  WORTH CAWOLINP HISTORIC&& REKXEW 4 5  (Deceniber 
7 9 6 8 )  : 352.. 

(5) C h a r l e s  I, B u s h n e l l ,  *A @emoi;;r of E l i  B i c k f o r d ,  A 
P a t r i o t  o f  t h e  HAGAZINE OF HISfOfY WXTH l O T E S  
AND QUERIES,  Extra No, 166  (1931) : 128; John 3, B e s e r v e ,  **A 
P r i v a t e e r s m a n  o f  t h e  R e v o l u t i ~ n , ~  GRANITE STBTE l4ONTHLY 59 
(Bay 1927)  : 140; J- B a l l  Pl e a s a n t s ,  ed , ,  JOURNALS AWD 

CORRESPOWDEMCE OP THE STBTE COUWCIL CF 8 B R Y L A H D  1783-1784, 
( B a l t i m o r e ,  a a r y l a n d :  B a r g l a n d  His tor ical  S o c i e t y ,  3931) ,  p, 
262, S e t h  C l a r k  g i v e s  a d e p o s i t i o n  concerning his c a p t u r e  
a n d  e n f o r c e d  s e r v i c e  o n  ~ a r i o u s  B r i t i s h  s h i p s ,  See C l a r k ,  
pp- 96-98, 



(6) F a n n i n g ,  pp, 2, 3, 8; J e n k i n s ,  wCLaypoo.Le,** p, 
183, List a n y  o t h e c s  t h a t  d e s c r i b e  p l u n d e r  of v a l u a b l e s  and 
e n l i s t m e n t  of p a r t  of t h e  crew, 

47)  Connor, p, 377; Fanning ,  pp. 4-6, 

(8) I s r a e l  f a l p h  P o t t e r ,  "Life a n d  A d v e n t u r e s  o f  
Israel Balph. P o t t e r ,  " {Providence, Bhode I s l a n d :  P r i v a t e l y  
p r i n t e d  by  3, Howard, 3824; r e p r i n t  ed,, Hew York: f i l l i a t e  
Bbbatt ,  1931),  i n  I"BX RAGAZEBE OF H I S T O R Y  H I T H  BOTES A N D  
QUERIES, E x t r a  No. 16 (182U) :631, 

f l ? )  Heerp 'f, T u c k e r s a n ,  THE %IT3 OF S I Z E S  TBLBOT A 
COMfl0D0BE f W  THB EtAVY OF 'E-HE UNITED STAT%S, (lew f o r k :  3, C, 
B i k e r ,  I$!X), p, 95, The D e p o s i t i o n  of E l i p b a l e t  Downer 
describes cf ose c o n f i n e s  ant  i n  t h e  s t i f l i a g  h e a t  of August 
on board t B e  ship that brosght hira t o  E n g l a n d  and then on 
d i f f e r e n t  g u a r d  s h i p s ,  OnLp severe illness enabled him t o  
l e a v e  t h e  s h i p  for Haslar h o s p i t a l ,  in which Be r e c o v e r e d ,  
See Dcuner ,  pp, 95-96, 

113) B u s h n e l l ,  W A W K I N S ,  pp, 24,  33,  62-63, 

I l 4 )  G e o r g e ,  C a r e y ,  **Songs of J a c k  T a r  i n  t h e  
Darbies," JOUBNAL 0 3  A f l E H I C B H  EOLRLOBE 85 ( A p r i l - J u n e  
1972) : 388; a n d  B u s h n e l l ,  BAWKIWS,  pp, 63-64, 

(151 C a r p e n t e r ,  pp, 44-45, quotea i n  John K* 
A l e x a n d e r ,  V o r t o n  P r i s o n  ~ n r i n g  t h e  Afaerica~ P e v o l u t i o n :  A 
C a s e  S t u d y  of B r i t i s h  Priscner of gar Policy a n d  t h e  
B a e r i c a n  P r i s o n e r  Ftesponse t o  t h a t  ESSEX INSTITUTE 
HISTOBLCBL COLLEC9IONS 303 (October 1967) ~ 3 6 8 ,  J e n k i n s ,  
f iClaypoole,m p, 185, also ~ e n t i o n s  the *inducemex&s t o  
enteru w h i l e  s e r v i n g  t i ~ e  oa a g u a r d  s h i p -  \ 

(16)  "The O l d  &ill P r i s o n ,  Plyagnth,  England,"  
HBGBZIHE OF BISTOBY 20 [Jaanary 1809) : 1% English 
h u i e a n i t a s i a n s  were a l s o  a f a c t o r ,  B l e t te r  a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  
London GAZETTE i n  the fall of 3776 p l e a d e d  f o r  the Hayos  t o  
remedy t h e  s i t u a t i o n  of t h e  A a e r i c a n  s e a B e n  c o n f i n e d  below 
decks i n  t h e i r  own captured privateer, sea R i c h a r d  8- 
Bteerman, * * T r e a t m e n t  o f  A ~ e f i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  
H e ~ o l u t i o u , ~ *  NEN JERSEY BXSTOBICAL SOCf ETY P B O e E E D f  N G S  73 
[October 1960):273 n. 47, 



(17) C a r p e n t e r ,  p w  ti6, F o o t ,  p, 130- I n  h i s  
a n a l y s i s  of t h e  p r i s c n e r  e x p e r i e n c e ,  A l e x a n d e r ,  m f o r t o n , n  
pp, 3 6 6 - 3 6 8 ,  lumps t h e  c a p t u r i n g  s h i p s  w i t h  t h e  g u a r d  s h i p s  
a n d  f a i l s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h a t  F o o t  was r e a c t i n g  t o  a t u o  
week s t a y  on a g u a r d  s h i p ,  c o n f i n e ~ e n t  o n  which h e  
v o l u n t e e r e d ,  g i v i n g  u p  h i s  p a r o l e ,  i a  t h e  h o p e  of a  q u i c k  
e x c h a n g e ,  We a l s o  a t t e ~ p t s  t o  coatpute t h e  rate  of e n t r y  
i n t o  B r i t i s h  s e r v i c e  by c s a p a r i n g  t h e  number of men carried 
o n  a p r i v a t e e r  w i t h  t h o s e  who e n t e r e d  P o r t o n ,  T h e  n u ~ b e r s  
of crew c a r r i e d  a re  v e r y  i n a c c u r a t e ,  u s u a l l y  being the 
number o-f h a n d s  the v e s s e l  s h o n l d  c a r r y  f a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
number a c t u a l l y  on b o a r d ,  T h i s  t y p e  of c o m p a r i s o a  a l s o  d o e s  
n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  e s c a p e s  betveen t h e  time of c a p t u r e  a n d  
a r r i v a l  a t  F o r t o n ,  See C u t l e r ,  pp, 185, 187, It is 
a c c u r a t e ,  h o g e v e r ,  t o  c o a c l u d e  t h a t  B r i t i s h  e f f o r t s  t o  
r e c r u i t  v e r e  p r o b a b l y  B c r e  s u c c e s s f u l  o n  t h e  c a p t u r i n g  
v e s s e l s  and g u a r d  ships t h a n  i n  P o s t o n  and B i l l  p r i s o n s ,  
But f a c t o r s  o t h e r  t h a n  s e v e r i t y  of treakment v e r e  t h e  
p r o b a b l e  c a u s e  of t h i s  r e z a t i v e  s u c c e s s ,  

f18) Eseeser, CBUISES, p, 170. F o r  a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  
coortrsitraent form, see Greenwood, CBRTSlf EI BPMLEY, pp-  113-1 18. 

119) B a r i o n  and J a c k  R a ~ i n k o u ,  B B R I N E B S  OF THE 
AHERICBN R E V Q L U T I O N ,  [Baltifuore, Haryfand :  Bagna C h a r t a  Book 
Co,, '1967) , p- xii; Parraeore, W r e a k  3 ~ c a p e , ~  p- 352, 
P a s r a m o r e ,  p- 353, n o t e s  t h e  r e l e a s e  of t h e  aepholr ol t h e  
owner  of t h e  s h i p ;  J o n a t h a n  E f k i n s ,  m B e & i n i s c e n c e s  of 
Jona than  Elkins; fro& a a a a u s c r i p t  i n  t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  of t h e  
Vermont h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i e t y , "  VEBHOMT BPSTORICBE SOCIETY 
PROCEEDIlGS (1919-1920) : 2 0 3 ;  S h e r b u r a e ,  pp, 77-78, g i v e s  a 
d e t a i l e d  l i s L  oP t h e  q u e s t i o n s  asked  hi&, T h r e e  j u s t i c e s  
e x a ~ i n e d  C u t l e r  a n d  e i g h t  o t h e r  A m x i c a n s  a t  t h e  F o u n t a i n  
t a v e r n ,  "A•’  t e r  $our h o u r s  exanination t o g e t h e r ,  a n d  
s e p a r a t  e i y ,  w e  were a e l i v e r e d  t o  two c o n s t a b l e s  a n d  s e v e n  
s o l d i e r s ,  t o  be  c o m ~ i t t e d  t o  H i l l  P r i s o a  f o r  h i g h  t r e a s o n , "  
( p -  185) * 

(20) C a r p e n t e r ,  p, 46, Connor ,  p, 343, and Tfto&pson, 
p, 2 2 2 ,  & e n t i o n  the w a r r a n t ,  A l e x a n d e r ,  W a r p e n t e r , "  pp, 
79-80; see E u n i c e  H w  T u r n e r ,  a tAmer ican  P r i s o n e r s  of War i n  
G r e a t  B r i t a i n  1777-778 3," & A f l N E B 3  SIREQB 45 (July 
1959):200, fo r  c o n f u s i o n  i a  the @&ad of t h e  a g e n t  a t  
P o r t s a o u t h  over the manner o f  c o m ~ i s s i o n  t o  p s i s o n ,  

(21)  f a n n i n g ,  however ,  f o u n d  t h e  c o & t t i i s s i , o a e r s  
p l e a s a n t -  T h e y  d i d  not a b u s e  o r  t h r e a t e n  him, I n  fact, he 
r e c a l l s  t h a t  t h e y  " a s s u r e d  u s  w e  s h o u l d  be k i n d l y  u s e d  as 
p r i s o n e r s  o f  gar," fp -  9)- F a n n i n g  w r o t e  h i s  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  



a r o u n d  1 8 0 5  a n d  c a n  be  e x c u s e d  f o r  t h i n k i n g  t h e y  u s e d  t h e  
term '"prisoners of wartJ, But, i f  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  was 
t y p i c a l ,  t h e n  it gas p r o b a b l y  s o  o n l y  for o f f i a e r s ,  
Alexander, " P ~ r t o n , ~  warns  a b o u t  P a n n i n g ' s  " b o l d e r  
~ o p t m e n t s , ~ ~  b u t  s h o u l d  a l s o  h a v e  been careful a b o u t  i m p l y i n g  
t h a t  F a n n i a g 3 s  e x p e r i e n c e s  ~ i g h t  have b e e n  t y p i c a l  f o r  a l l  
p r i s o n e r s  of war, (pa 367 n, 9 ) -  

(22)  J o h n  Kilby, " l a s r a t i v e  o f  J o h n  K i l b y , "  e d i t e d  by  
D. T, S t o k e s ,  MBBYLAHD HESTORXCAL 8 A C B Z I N E  6 7  ( S p r i n g  
1972) : 2 7 ,  T h e  t r i a l  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h e  B o y a l  N a v a l  H o s p i t a l  
a t  H a s f a r ,  l o c a t e d  i n  G o s ~ o r i ,  a c r o s s  the h a r b o u r  f rom 
P o r t s m o u t h .  B a r n e y ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  H i l l  prison c o n c e r n s  
t h e  wal ls  only, They  aere h i g h ,  d o u b l e  v a l f s  w i t h  t w e n t y  
feet Cetaeen there, lp,  1 4 8 ) -  E a r i o n  S,  Coan, *#A 
Rev01 u t i o n a r f  P r i s o n  D i a r y  -- The J o u r n a l  of DE, J o n a t h a n  
Haskins ,"  NEW ENGLAND QUBBTEBLY 17 t5une 7944) : 295, 
J o n a t h a n  H a s k i n s  iwntions t h a t  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  took p l a c e  a t  
the F o u n t a i n  tavern, a n d  t h a t ,  of h i s  group,  o n e  c a p t a i n  
e s c a p e d  between t h e  f i r s t  e x a n i n a t i o n  a n d  b e i n g  c a l l e d  b a c k ,  
A D u t c h ~ a n  @as s e n t  b a c k  t o  t h e  g u a r d  s h i p .  A later g r o u p  
'*gave little or no a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  interrogation asked but 
sti l l  was c o m t t d .  upon s u s p i c i o n  of high t r e a s o n  a s  
o t h e r s , "  [p. 2961, H a s k i n s  a l s o  m e n t i o a s  men b e i n g  
d i s c h a r g e d  a s  b e i n g  s h i p ' s  masters, fp -  2951, 

(25)  C u t l e r ,  p, 186; J e n k i n s ,  % f a y p ~ o l e , ~  p- 187, 

( 2 6 )  Coan, "Diary  of Jonathan Haskins ," ,  p- 286 ,  

(27)  C h s i s t o p h e r  Lloyd a n d  J a c k  L, S ,  C o u l t e r ,  
HEDICINE BED THE R A V Y  1280-1900, 4 vols, (London: E, C S, 
L i v i n g s t o n e ,  Ltd,, 1963) ,\ 3: 190-192, 195, f o r  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  
h o s p i t a l s  a t  P o r t s m o u t h  a e d  P l y ~ o u t h ,  F o r  inf o r n a t i o n  abouk 
b u i l d i n g s  p r e s e n t l y  o c c u p y i n g  the s i t e ,  see Kamiakou, 
BARINEBS, p, 215, 

( 2 8 )  N a t h a n i e l  F a n n i n g ,  F A W M I N G * S  fUBRBATfVE: B E I N G  
THE BEPIOXBS OF MATHAMIEL PANNING, A N  OFFICER OF T H E  
REVOLUTIONARY NAVY, 1378-1783, e d i t e d  b y  John S ,  B a r n e s ,  
(New Pork: D e  V i n n e  P r e s s ,  1 9 1 2 ) ,  p, 9, Connoz: g i v e s  t h e  
d a t e  f o r  t h e  o f f i c e r s  moving ko I s t h e i r  new a p a r t m e n t t '  a s  
d a n u a r y  20, 1778, p a  340) .  Neeser, CRUfSES, p, 371; 
A l e x a n d e r ,  t lFor ton , lq  p, 378, F o r t o n  prison was p u l l e d  down 
i n  1812, It was t h e  same b u i l d i n g  that was f o r t u n e  H o s p i t a l  



vhich fluas h i r e d  fro@ t h e  owner  by  the S i c k  and Hurt 
Comoaiss ioners  previous t o  .the c o r a p l e t i a n  of the Bas1 a r  
H o s p i t a l  i n  1762, See Hardy,  C, F, (ed.), BENENDEM 
LETTEBS, p, 145, 

(29) A l e x a n d e r ,  * * F u ~ t o n , * ~  p, 369  n, 21, and 98/11/87, 

(30) P a r s a m o r e ,  **Great Escape ,q*  p, 354, 

(31) G e o r g e  Tholapson, r r D i a r y  of George  Th,ompson of 
mew bury-port, k e p t  a t  Bortcn P r i s o n ,  E n g l a a d ,  1777- 1781 ,* 
ESSEX I l S T Z T U T E  HPSTORfCBf COLLECT1 O N S  76 ( J u l y  1340) :238- 
240; J e n k i n s ,  n C l a y p o o l e , f l  p, 10 1, T h o ~ p s a n  lists 
t u e l v e ,  i n c l u d i n g  a t a b l e  o f  v i c t u a f f i n g -  See a l s o  
P a r s a m o r e ,  "Great Escape , "  p* 353, 

(32) Thompson, **Diary," pp, 238-240- See a l s o  
98/11/362 a n d  A l e x a n d e r ,  a a P o r t o n , H  p, 370. As these 
pttnishments faif e d  as  e f f e c t i v e  deterenhs ,  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  
i n s t i t u t e d  e x t r a  rtleasures, S t a r t i n g  i n  J a n u a r y  1779, 
a t t e m p t e d  escapes were f u r t h e r  p u n i s h e d  By p u t t i n g  t h e  
p r i s o n e r ' s  name a t  % h e  b o t t o m  of t h e  exchange e l i g i b i l i t y  
list, See Thompson, "Diary ,*  p, 225, and  l e t t e r  of J a n u a r y  
6, 1779, in Bd/B/404, f n F e b r u a r y ,  1779 ,  l o c a l  p r i s o n  
a u t h o r i t i e s  were g i v e n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  p u t  unruly p r i s o n e r s  i n  
i r o n s ,  b u t  t h e r e  is no record of t h a t  be ing  d o n e  t o  o r d i a a r y  
p r i s o n e r s  a t  P o r t o n  o r  W i l l ,  S e e  letter of F e b r u a r y  15 ,  
1779, i n  Bd/K/404. 

(33)  Connor, pp, 345, 347, L i s t  o t h e r s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  
of the B l a c k  h o l e .  Cutler, p. 307,  C u t l e r  ~ e q t i o n s  t h a t  
t h e  b l a c k  h o l e  uas I*nct large enough for those a l r e a d y  
therem p l u s  t h e  seven capaured  e s c a p e e s  that uer.e b r o u g k t  i n  
t h a t  day- T h e r e  were a t  rnost o n l y  a fes i n  t h e  h o l d  on t h a t  
d a y  a c c o s d i a g  t o  h i s  accouat, C u t l e r  states  t h a t  two t r i e d  
t o  escape fro& the b l a c k  h c l e  b u t  were caught and r e t u r n e d ,  
p, 308, A n o t h e r  who had escaped a n d  %as r e t u r n e d  t h e  n e x t  
day s p e n t  54 days o n  half  a l l o w a n c e  a s  punishment .  Connor  
notes t h a t  t w o  dug t h e i r  way o u t  of Porton*s b l a c k  h o l e  i n  
J u l y ,  1737, p, 344, W i l l  h a d  a n o r  black h o l e  b u i l t ,  
C u t l e r  m e n t i o n s  t h a t  masoqs  b e g a n  work on September 3 and  
finished S e p t e m b e r  26, "1777, p. 395, h c c o r d i e g  t o  C o q a o r  
P o r t o n ' s  black  h o l e  h e l d  25 prisoners o n  D e c e a b e r  2 ,  1777,  
p* 347, 

(34 )  C o n n o r  (p ,  3443 g i v e s  s i x  o u n c e s  of beef, 
o n e - h a l f  pound of bread,  and  o n e  p i n t  of small b e e f  a s  
**black  bole** r a t i o n s ,  See a l s c  Pann ing ,  p, 13; F o o t ,  p, 
100, and  C u t l e r ,  pt  395. Connor  m e n t i o n s  one e x a a p l e  of  
u s i n g  half a l f o u a n c e  a s  pressure t o  g i v e  i n f o r r a a t i o n ,  All. 
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(43)  A l e x a n d e r ,  W a r p e n t e r  ,* pp- 83-84, C a r p e n t e r  o r  
a n o t h e r  p r i s o n e r  a t  For toxi  r e c e i v e d  f e t t e r s  from &ill on aap 
8, and J u n e  14, 1779;  the n e w s p a p e r  s t o r y  a p p e a r e d  June 21, 
1779, 

( 4 4 )  Alexander, j T C a r p e n t e r f H  p, 81, T h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of  exchange c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  f e a r  o f  i a v a s i o n ,  war 
w i t h  Prance, dnd t h e i r  e n t r e l a e  need for seamen  t o  man t h e i r  
f leet,  Beus of ~ d m i r a f  K e ~ ~ e l , * s  f leet  is interspersed 
b e t w e e n  C a r p e n t e r 9 s  comments  on exchange ,  

145) Herbert, pp- 86-87, 1 141; Widger,  p- 145, 
Borsar d  L, A p p l e g a t e ,  " B ~ i t e r i c a n  P r i v a t e e r s l a e n  i n  t h e  Mill 
P r i s o n  D u r i n g  7777- 1782,** ESSEX INSTXTUTE BISTOBICAL 
COLLECTIONS 97 $ O c t o b e r  396 1) : 318, saggests t h a t  t h e  
i n f o r i n a t i o n  fro& t h e  B r i t i s h  o f f i c i a l s ,  being " p u r e  l i e  o r  
p r o p a g a n d a  ," r e s u l t e d  in c o n s t a l a t  do j e c t i o n ,  I n  ""~rslerican 
P r i v a t e e r s a e n  i n  t h e  Bill P ~ i s o n  d u r i n g  1777-1782': a n  
E v a l u a t i o n ,  lq ESSEX INSTITUTE HfSTOPICBL CQLLECTTOIS 2 0 2  
{ O c t o b e r  1966) ~ 3 3 2 ,  A l e x a n d e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  covnter t h a t  by 
n o t i n g  t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  wefe n o t  a l w a y s  d e j e c t e d  a n d  
p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h e  good news t h a t  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  t o  e l a t e  t h e a ,  
T h e  p r o b l e ~  seems t o  L i e  ia t h e  s o u r c e  of the i n f o r m a t i o n  
t h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  received, The official B r i t i s h  sources 
do a p p e a r  t o  be  u n i f o r m l y  b l e a t  Eroa t h e  A ~ e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r  
p o i n t  of vieu,  w h i l e  t h e  c h e e r f u l  s o u r c e s  a re  d i s s e n t i n g  
n e w s p a p e r s  o r  o t h e r  u n o f f i c i a l  s o u r c e s ,  H e r b e r t ' s  exataple 
shows that t h e  p r i s o n e r s  were c a p a b l e  o f  r i s i n g  above t h e  
i n f o r a a t i o n  t h e y  r e c e i v e d  a n d  making a juugaent a b o u t  it, 
T h a t  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  v e r e  n o t  a l w a y s  d e j e c t e d  is n o t  a c r e d i t  
t o  B r i t i s h  p r i s o n  p o l i c y  c~ p r a c t i c e ,  b u t  r a ther  t o  t h e  
p r i  sonecs t h e m s e f  ves ,  

(US) N, k8,j'Adm/tl/40tr, le t ter  d a t e d  30 A p r i l  1773; 
T u r n e r ,  * A & e r i c a n  ~ r i s o a e c s  of War," pa 202; C u t l e r ,  p, 185; 
Itamintaw, MBRIIEBS, p- x i i i .  T h e  Raminkovs  otnit t h e  b u t t e s  
a n d  m e n t i o n  t h a t  g r e e n s  o r  p e a s  v e r e  s e r v e d  f i v e  t i ~ e s  p e r  
week, TboBpson a a d e  a c o p y  of t h e  t a b l e  of v i c t n a f f i n g  
p o s t e d  i n  t h e  y a r d  which  lists f o u r  o u n c e s  o f  butter o n c e  
p e r  week and  two p i n t s  o f  peas distributed evenly over the 
week, (pl ZUO), Connlos r e c e i v e d  cabbage every o t h e r  day, 
(p, 343) -  Howard, p1 1911, n o t e s  g r e e n s  i n s t e a d  o f  p e a s  on 
S a t u r d a y ,  

(47) Kaainkow, HIIRZNERS, p, x i i i .  J O U B N A L S  OP THE 
HOUSE CB CUBMONS, 38:531-532 { J u n e  20, 3 7 8 l ) ,  38:55f-552 
{June 29, 1781);  G e o r g e  T a y l o r ,  MAPTYBS TO THE BEVOLUTXON IN 

THE B B f T I S H  PRISON-SHXPS IN THE WBLLABOOT B A Y ,  f l e w  York: W, 
B- A r t h u r  & Co,,  1855) , p, 18; A N N U A L  PBGISTEB PO2 4781 



(London, 1 7 8 2 ) ,  p, 152- Howard s t a t e s  t h a t  bread f o r  
Americans was i n c r e a s e d  t o  one and o n e - h a l f  p o u n d s  oy 
November 5, 1782, (p, 1 8 7 ) -  J e n k i n s ,  * C l a y p o ~ l e , ~ *  qives t h e  
d a t e  of t h e  i n c r e a s e  a s  29 A p r i l ,  [p,. 1 3 9 ) -  

I491 f a r a u i a g ,  pp- 11, 17-18, F a n n i n g  wrote t h a t  the 
p r i s o n e r s  were h a l f  s t a r v e d ,  f o u n d  g r o u n d  g l a s s  i n  t h e  
b read ,  b e g g e d  f o r  b o n e s  a t  the gate, and p i c k e d  up  b o n e s  in 
t h e  yard, Connor  (p, 352) cites three o t h e r  cases o f  bad 
b e e f ,  fpp,  70,  213,  a n d  3 4 3 ) -  Herbert L i n k e d  t h e  poor 
q u a l i t y  a n d  l a c k  of f o o d  t o  Low morale and saw t h e  e n d  of 
subscription Boney as d r i v i n g  p r i s o n e r s  i n t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  
s e r v i c e ,  ( p p  65, 207)  , 

(50) B o s a r d ,  p, 187;  C u t l e r ,  p, 307, 

(51) N.H-M,/Adj'Pl/404 fe t ter  dated 29 ZLprif 1777;  •’or 
c o r r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  victualling service, see Daniel Baugh, 
~ r i t i s f i  EJaval A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  Age of W a l p o l e  
( P r i n c e t o n ,  1965). pp- 403-405, 424-425, 4Q7-451 and J o h n  2, 
K e e v i l ,  ET BE., HEDICIME BUD THE N A V Y :  3200-3900, 4 vo l s , ,  
(Edinburgh, 3957- 1963)  . 3:83-85 ,  a a d  t h s  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  
A l e x a n d e r ,  " F o r t o n , "  p, 375; AMHUBL REGZSTER Fa& 1778  
[London, 1 7 7 9 ) .  pp, 78-73,  P e r h a p s  t h e  whole  problera of 
c o r r u p t i o n  #as t o o  auch for t h e  t h o s e  uHo sought to r e g u l a t e  
it. Even H o r ~ a r d  c o u l d  o n l y  s u g g e s t  a s  a rerttedy f o r  t h e  
s h o r t - w e i g h t e d  bread t h a t  a  j f c o a c e r n a d  gentlemanM oversee 
t h e  c o a t r a c k o r s  and n o b l i g e r '  t hem t t o  be "%ore car& ul,1* (p, 
1 9 4 ) -  

(52) 98/11/370,  371, a n d  98/13/507; E s n n o r  m e n t i o n s  
two i n s p e c t i o n s ,  Bay and June, 1778, (pp, 20, 352), see also  
Thorapsan, pp- 224, 239 ;  a t  F a n n i n g ' s  e x a a t i n a t i o a ,  h e  was 
t o l d  by t h e  j u s t i c e  t h a t  h e  would be s u p p l i e d  w i t h  
r e p l a c e m e n t  c l o t h i n g  for %hat #as t a k e n ,  (p* 8) - A l e x a n d e r ,  
laForton,*a i a  h i s  c o v e r a g e  of t h e  c l c t h i n g  situation, 
c s n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  " d i d  p r o v i d e  c f o t b e s ,  a l t h o u g h  
n o t  as r e g u l a r l y  a s  t h e  official. a c c o u n t s  i ~ p f y , "  (p, 3773, 
H e  i n c l u d e s  f o r t o n  i n  t h i s  concPusiaa but &he only c i t a t i o n  
of c l o t h i n g  d i s t r i b u t e d  is for M i l l  i n  Decelaber, 1777, {See 
Herbert, pp, 70, 90, 9 4 ) -  A l e x a n d e r  t h e n  s ta tes  that I q t h e  
p r i s o n e r s 8  c l o t h i n g  situation d e t e r i o r a t e d  q u i c k l y "  a f t e r  
g a r c h  25, 3782, when t h e  A ~ e r i c a n s  o f f i c i a f f y  becane 
p r i s o n e r s  of war b y  B r i t i s h  law and Amer ican  a s s i s t a n c e  was 
lacking,  It is more proper t o  c o n s i d e r  t h e  c l c t h i n g  
s i t u a t i o n  a s  difficult t h r ~ u g h o u t  t h e  war, fiuotuatiny v i t h  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s s  ability to buy at m a r k e t  t h a  itertls t h e y  felt 



t h e y  needed,  This v a r i e d  more with t h e i r  i~lco~ge t h a n  with  
t h e  p o l i c i e s  of e i t h e r  g o v ~ r n m e n t ,  F o r  the c l o t h i n g  
s i t u a t i o n  a t  K i n s a l e ,  see Boyne,  " f e v e r e n d  HazZit- t ,  pp. 
290, 292,  293, Turner, "Aaierican P r i s o n e r s  o f  Warfn 
n t e n t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  a t  f i r s t  s t o p p e d  the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n  of s h o e s  and  s t o c k i n g s  p r o v i d e d  by  f u n d s  
c o n t r i b u t e d  by  E n g l i s h  s y m g t t h i z e r s  b u t  t h e n  gave  
p e r m i s s i o n ,  (p,  2 0 2 ) -  I n  the e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  o f f i c e r s  
were r e s p o n s i b l e  fo r  a e e t i n g  t h e i r  o m  clothing needs, 
Common p r i s o n e r s  were t o  h a v e  been prov ided  f o r  by t h e  s t a t e  
of o r i g i n ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  B r i t a i n  h a d  n o t  d e f i n e d  the& a s  
p r i s o n e r s  of sar ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f a y  with t hem,  J O U f N A L S  DP 
COMGBZSS 3:400 (December 2, 1775) and 372753 (August 21, 
1780) ; BEPOBTS PBO& THE COBBITTEES OF THE HOUSE OP COtIlONS 
10:776 (1780) ; JOUBNgL OF THE HOUSE OF COMI!IOHS, 38: 531-532 
(June 20, 1 7 8 3 ) ,  a n d  38:551-552 {June 2.9, 1783)- 

153) W i l X i a i n  91- S, F l o f y ,  PRISONERS OF @BB, 
( V a s h i n g t o a ,  D,C.: American C o u n c i l  o n  P u b l i c  Affairs, 
1 9 4 2 ) ,  p, 57 a, 723; aoyne, **Reverend H a a l i t t f n  p, 292; 
Horaard, p. 387, Fanning cnanpPaisled of lice i n  t h e  b e d d i n g ,  
fp .  16)-  C a r p e n t e r  o n l y  s e n t i o n s  "a g e n e r a l  w a s h i n g  E 
c l e n s i n g  [ o f f  y e  P r i s o n "  c n c e  on Ela p 10, 1779, [see 
Afexandsr,  "Carpenter,** p, 83) -  

(54) C u i t l e r ,  pp, 187, 305, 306, 383, Two q u a r t e r s  of 
v e a l  were s e n t  i a  By a " c h a r i t a b l e  p e r s o n 8 #  on J u n e  8, 1777, 
Ten d a y s  l a t e r  four p a c k s  of c a r d s  were g i v e n  **by a 
g e u t i e ~ a n , ' ~  On J u l y  7,  1377, a B o s t o n i a n  gave s e v e n  guineas  
" t o  some p a r t i c u l a r  pe r sons ,**  C u t l e r  r e c e i v e d  t u o  pence 
from a v i s i t o r  f r o &  Boston, 3 u l y  1 7 ,  3777, 04 S e p t e m b e r  9 
aad 30 ,  1737,  Cutler r e c e i v e d  n a i l  c o n t a i n i n g  t u o  p o u n d s  a n &  
t w o  a n d  a h a l f  g u i n e a s  respectively, C a p t a i n  T h o ~ p s o n ,  a 
s u c c e s s f u l  e s c a p e e ,  twice v r c t e  from P r a n c e  w i t h  w n e y  f o r  
t h e  p r i s o n e r s  e n c l o s e d .  C a p t a i n  Conynghaa  had  a r e l a t i v e  i n  
X r e f a n d  who sent **sorae litltle supply ,"  {Nesser, CRTJISZS, p ,  
1 9 0 ) -  Connor ,  pp- 3Q5, 343, 

I551 Cutler, p ,  187, One p r i s o n e r  e v e n  addressed a 
p e t i t i o n  for h e l p  t o  t h e  Dwke  of Richmond a s k i n g  f o r  
a s s i s t a n c e  t o  g e t  b a c k  home, T h e  seaaan d i d  n o t  know t h e  
Duke, but: a r e l a t i v e  l i v e d  oa one of t h e  Dukeqs Taneily 
es ta tes  i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s ,  T u r n e r ,  nAmer ican  Pris-oners of 
War," p, 205, W h i l e  T u r n e r  sees t h i s  a s  a n  exaltlple o f  t h e  
s e r v i l e ,  a l s o s t  p a t h e t i c  d e f e r e n c e  oP the commoner s v e g t  u p  
i n  t h e  c u r r e n t s  of r e v o l u t i c n a r y  war, i t  can be ~ i e w e d  a s  a n  



o u t l a n d i s h  a t t e i a p t  t o  p r o c u r e  a i d  w h e r e v e r  i t  ~ i g h t  be had, 
The p e t i t i o n e x  p o s s i b l y  knew t h a t  t h e  Duke had,  a s  T u r n e r  
p o i n t s  o u t ,  " i n t e r e s t e d  h i m e l f  i n  o t h e r  cases," s u c h  a s  
t h a t  of C a p t a i n  C u n n i a g h a a ,  a n d  n a y  h a v e  b e e n  a  p o t e n t i a l  
s y m p a t h i z e r ,  Petitions were e v e n  sent to the King of 
F r a n c e ,  ( J e a k i ~ s ,  uClaypoole , .n  p. 1 8 7 ) -  

(56) Boyne, '*Reverend Hazfi t t ,"  pp- 289, 293 n, 19, 
"On February  12,  1783 ,  [Harvey] wrote t o  General George 
O a s h i n g t o n  c o n c e r n i n g  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  b e h a 1 2  o f  t h e  
Amxican p r i s o n e r s ,  a n d  in a l e t t e r  o f  Augus t  10 ,  3783, 
Wash ing ton  t r a n s ~ i t t e d  t o  Harvey  a  r e s o l u t i o n  of C o n g r e s s  
t h a n k i n g  Harvey  for t h e  services h e  had r e n d e r e d  t o  Altierican 
prisoners i n  Iref and," Far &he resoilye of C o n g r e s s ,  dated 
J u l y  18, 1783,  see G e o r g e  Giashington,  nLotters from G e o r g e  
Wash ing ton  to  3, Harvey, Cork, C o n v e y i n g  t h e  T h a n k s  of t&e 
C o n g r e s s  of t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  o f  America i n  3783," COaK 
HXSTORICBL C; A4CHEDLDGfCAL SDCIETY J Q U B I B L  2 41896) : 8% 

(57) Alexander, " C a r p e n t e r , "  p, 83 n, 29; P a n n i n g ,  
pp. 48-19; Tholgpson, pp, 232-233; % i l l i a a  Bell C l a r k ,  "In 
Defense of TBoaas  Digqes, P E ~ W S Y Z V B B f  A BBGAZZME OF HLSTOaY 
E BXOGBAPHY 77 $October 1953) 2 405, E o n n o r  a e n t i o n s  t h a t  
w r e n  was n o t  a l l o w e d  i n  one y i s i t ,  (p ,  3521, 

458) A l e x a n d e r ,  " C a r p e n t e r ,  p, 82, Qa A p r i l  5, 
1782,  h e  t o l d  those i n  Fc-rton o f  the cartel t o  F r a n c e  from 
ail1 and that the next would  be from F o r t o n ,  F o r  b a c k g r o u n d  
o n  H a r t l e y  and d e t a i l s  of his p o i i t i c a l  p h i l a s o p h p ,  see 
G e o r g e  H, C u t t r i d g e ,  "David H a r t l e y ,  1Vf.P- Bln Advocate o f  
Conciliation 177Q-1783, " U N L V E B S f T Y  OF CALI P O B l X i  
PUBLICATLOlS I N  HISTOBY 44 (1926) 2268-27 1, D u r i n g  t h e  war 
h e  p u t  f o r w a r d  e i g h t  s o t i o a s  fo r  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
c o l o n i e s  a n d  was a l e a d e r  of t h e  faction s p p a t h e t i c  with 
t h e  Antergcan c a u s e ,  $ppI 277-279) , 

(59) L a u r e n s  im C o n g r e s s ,  Hay 30, 1782, g u s t e d  i n  
J e n k i n s ,  s8Claypoofe ,** p, 1 8 9  a- 1, En t h e  Tower of Loadon, 
L a n r e n s  ~ a d e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  a wo&an who delivered h i s  l e t t e r s  
f o r  bin, he t h e n  c o r r e s p o ~ d e d  Isas f r e e l y  a s  1 c o u l d  h a v e  
done i f  X had been a t  f u l l  l i b e r t y , "  @see CZaqk, n D e f e n s e  of 
D i g g e ~ , ' ~  p, 419)- 

{SO) B u s f i n e l l ,  "f4e~ci.r: o f  E l i  B i c k f o r d , * *  pp, 
128-129, 

(61)  C o n n o r ,  pp* 39, 347; F a n n i n g ,  p, 10;  



f & 2 )  Connox, p, 347; H a s k i n s ,  p, 303, g i v e s  t h e  
t o t a l s  as 2,560 a t  London, 260 a t  B r i s t o l ;  GEBTZIWdM*s 
H A G A Z f H E  FOR 1778 (London,  17791, p, 43, The day  before 
C h r i s t m a s ,  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  was s t a r t e d  o f f  u i t h  a p u b l i c  
m e e t i n g  i n  London a t  w h i c h  800 p o u n d s  was s u b s c r i b e d ,  T h i s  
c o i n c i d e d  vith t h e  e f k o r t s  of t h e  E a r f  o f  ABiagdsq i n  
b r i n g i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  House of L o r d s  t h e  " r i g o r o u s  t r e a t f n e n t  
a n d  p o o r  c o n d i t i o n s u  faced by t h e  A a e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  of war, 
J a r e d  s p a r k s ,  ET B L ,  **Report  o n  Exchange  of P r i s o n e r s  
d u r i n g  t h e  Amer ican  R e v o l u t i ~ n , ~ ~  M a s s a c h u s e t t s  B i s k o r i c a l  
S o c i e t y  PROCEEDINGS 5 (Dr tcmber  1861) r343, for  more on L o r d  
Abingdone s r o l e  i n  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  see G n t t r i d g e ,  David 
H a r t l e y ,  Ha P. ,  p- 276, Another a c c o u n t  g i v e s  t h e  f i g u r e s  
o f  100 i n  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  1,500 pounds pledged ,  W i t h i n  
f i g t e e n  d a y s  t h e  t o t a l  r e a c h e d  3,700 p o u n d s  and  a cornsittee 
t o  a d m i n i s t e r  the f u n d  was a p p o i n t e d ,  See C l a r k ,  **Defense 
of Digges,j3 p, 390 nn, 49 a n d  50, f o r  quotations E r o ~  t h e  
P u b l i c  td~ertiser, Dz- 2, ' P o t h e r g i l l  a n d  o t h e r  Quakers 
are clairtled t o  h a v e  c c n t r i b u t e d  h e a v i l y  t o  t h i s  
s u b s c r i p t i o n ,  F o t h e r g i l l  s e r v i n g  ua t h e  comaittee f o r  
d i s p e r s i a g  t h e  f u n d s ,  R ,  H i a g s t c n  Pox, DR. JOHN FDTHEBGXLL 
C flfS FBIEN13S: CBAPTEBS IN 18TW CENTURY LIFE, (London: 
H a c a i l l a n  E to, t t d , ,  3919) , p, 225 ,  C o n a o r  a c c o u n t e d  t h i s  
h u n a n i t g  t o  t h e  Baericansr f a i r  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  C o n v e n t i o n  
Army; t h e  a r t i c les  o f  t h a t  c o n v e n t i a n  were p u b l i s h e d  i n  f u l l  
i n  Town and t ' o u ~ ~ t r y  B a g a z i a e ,  D e c e ~ h e r ,  1777, The 
d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e  London BEHEHBRAMCEB 
(801, 6 )  naen t ions  t h a t ,  when t h e  book i n  londoa gas c l o s e d ,  
" t h o s e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  Mere c l o s e d  l i k e w i s e , "  The friends of 
t h e  a i n i s t r y  opened a c o u n t e r - s u b s r i p t i o n  a n d  u s e d  t h e  money 
t h u s  r a i s e d  for " b o u n t i e s  $or seatma f o r  the  navy, and  
r e c r u i t s  f o r  t h e  a r a y , * @  (p, 103)- Wifliana Gordon cfa ia t i s  
t h a t  t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o n  was f h c i e a t  f y  s p o n s a r e d  a t  f i r s t  
by s o w  o p p o s i t i o n  peers- Between  24 December 1777 a n d  17 
F e b r u a r y  3778 L Y,643 13s- was raised Ear t h e  r e l i e f  of t h e  
Y O 0  or s o  Baerican p r i s c n e r s  l a r g e l g  o n  the s t r e n g t h  o f  a 
g o o d  many m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a b o u t  t h e  S a c k  of h e a t i n g ,  
clothing a n d  so  o n ,  and frora t h e s e  f v n d s  B ~ e r i c a n s  r e c e i v e d  
money, c o a l s  o r  lavish extra f oodl," [See THE HESTORP OF THE 
RISE, PBOGBESSI B O D  ESTABZISHtIEBT O F  THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE 
UNITED Sf ATES O F  ABBRTCB, 4 v o l s , ,  [London: 1788),  1: 100, 

f64)  C a r p e n t e r ,  p, 49; P a n n i n g ,  p, 1 9 ;  Thortipsoa, p. 
222 ; A p p l e g a t e ,  **Americas B r i ~ a t e e r s m e n , ~  p, 313; A l e x a n d e r ,  
J3For ton , "  p, 379, a n d  A l e x a n d e r ,  W a r p e s t e r  ,*$ p .  81,. 
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(69)  H,af,Bw/Ad~/f4/408, le t ter  of June 22,  1780, See 
T u r n e r ,  '*American P r i s o n e r s  o f  p, 205, f o r  o t h e r  
e x a m p l e s  of release from prison t o  s e r v i c e  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
navy* .?lost F r e n c h  p r i s o n e r s  o f  u a s  were c o n f i n e d  i n  
s e p a r a t e  p r i s o n s  from t h e  A m r i c a n s ,  s o a e  s e r v i n g  o n  
American p r i v a t e e r s  were ccnf ined v i  t h  t h e  A a e r i c a n s  a n d  
vice v e r s a ,  T h e  p r i n c i p l e  p l a c e s  of c o n f i n e m e n t  f o r  t h e  
F r e n c h  @ere W i n c h e s t e r ,  Kinsale, a n d  W i l l ,  F o r t o n  was u s e d  
a s  a s t o p  off f o r  t h o s e  o n  t h e i r  uay t o  f f i n c h e s t e r ,  ( s e e  
A l e x a n d e r ,  p ,  8 5 ) .  S o w  c a p t u r e d  seamen were 
g i v e n  n o  c h o i c e  a t  a f f ,  Cases of American p r i s o n e r s  being 
t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  Africa and  t h e  E a s t  I n d i e s  e x i s t e d  more i n  
t h e i r  fears  and t a l l  s t o r i e s ,  b u t  soae Here real, see 
W i n t h r o p  Z, M a f u i n ,  THE BtlERHC88 #ERCRAIT E B B I N E  ITS 
BISTOBY A N D  BOHABCE FBCH 1520 TO 1902, {Loqdon: Saiupson, 
Low, H a r s t o n  G Co-  L t L ,  1902), p, 17. E l i p h a h t  DorPner 
s u e a r s  i n  a d e p o s i t i o n  t h a t  A n e r i c a a  seamen  were c a r r i e d  of f  
t o  Africa a n d  t h e  East f n d i e s ,  [see Domer, p-96)- 

(70) Connor ,  pp- 281-282, 284, Mot a l l  who 
~ o l u n t e e r e d  d i d  i n  f a c t  eater, T h e  p e r i o d  o f  low 
s u b s c r i p t i o n  p a y m e n t s  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  a t i a e  o f  h e a v y  
r e c r u i t i n g  a n d  feu p r o s p e c t s  of e x c h a n g e ,  so i t  is 
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  i s o l a t e  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  s u B s c r i p & i o n  Bad on 
t h e  m o r a l e  of t h e  p r i s o n e r s  of war, It d o e s  seers t o  b e  a n  
i n t p o r t a n t  factor,  one  which h a s  nct been r e c o g n i z e d  i n  
p r e v i o u s  t r e a t m e n t s  of t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  A m x i c a n  p r i s o n e r s  of 
war i n  England, 

(7 I )  Turner, wbtrtl;rican P r i s o n e r s  of War ," p, 205- 
T u r n e r  f a i l s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  names l i s t e d  on the p a r d o a s  
d i d  n o t  c o r r e s ~ o a d  w i t h  t h e  n u n b e r  who actually e n l i s t e d ,  
[see Kattti~lkou, HANXEIEBS, p, x v i ) ,  A l s o  h i s  s t a t s m e n t  t h a t  
p a r d o n s  "ease in a steady streaam i s  u n s u p p o r t e d  by h i s  o u n  
ev idence ,  n o t  t o  x i e n t i o n  t h o s e  who d i d  not  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  of 
t h e  p a r d o e .  F o r  a n  e x a m p l e  of t h e  s p u n k y  a t t i t u d e  t h a t  
c o n d e ~ a e d  t h e  p a r d o n s ,  see t h e  d i a l o g u e  be tween  t h e  a g e n t  and 
p r i s o n e r  i n  A l e x a n d e r ,  "Carpenterfl* pp, 83-84, See 
Kaminkow, B B R I N E B S ,  p. x v i ,  for t h e  d a t e s  o n  t h e  ~ a i n  
p a r d o n s ,  

( 7 2 )  T u r n e r ,  1T8mer^ican P r i s o n e r s  of E a r , "  p- 20S- 

(71s) C l a r k ,  " D e f e n s e  of Digges,It p, 389 n, 45; 
A l e x a n d e r ,  wPorton,w p, 379, 



(75)  A l e x a n d e r ,  n F o r t o n , M  p- 3 7 9 ;  C l a r k ,  " D e f e n s e  o f  
Digges , l t  PBSSIPI, , and Clark, f R A N K L I N i  S PRIYATEEBS,  PASSIa,  
f o r  ~ r a n k l i n ' s  attempts t o  c o l l e c t  p r i s o n e r s  Ear exchange by  
h i r i n g  Irish s m u g g l e r s  and  F r e n c k a e n  t o  Amer ican  pr iva teer  
c o m m i s s i o n s ,  

I76) Clark, "Defense of B i g g e s , "  pp- 414, 438, 

177) TBID,, p, 424, T h e  estintate c a n e  f r o a  D i g g e s  i n  
a l e t t e r  da ted  J a n u a r y  9, 3781, V i d g e r ,  pp* 326, 344-  

(78) C l a r k ,  t s D e f e n s e  o f  D i g g e s t i *  pp, 422-425- The 
e x a c t  a a o u n t  of t h e  s w i n d l e  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e t e r m i n e ,  
however, C l a r k  raakes a good a t t e g l p t  a t  p i n p o i n t i n g  i t  a r o u n d  
200  p o u n d s -  T h i s  i s  f a r  below t h e  araount  t h a t  F r a n k l i n  
c l a i n s ,  b u t  h e  n e v e r  k e p t  d e c e n t  b o o k s  a t  p r o b a b l y  h a d  
l i t t l e  c l u e  a s  t o  t r u e  a m a n t s .  P e r h a p s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  
p a r t  o f  t h i s  i n c i d e n t  i s  t h a t  the aoney esbezzled was n o t  
t h a t  w h i c h  went t o  t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  Wren o r  D a c k e t t  would 
hand o u t  a o n e f  a n d  t h e n  b i l l  Prankl ia ,  E x c e p t  for t h e  
d e p l e t i o n  i n  t h e  t o t a l  amount: of n o n e p  a v a i l a b l e  and t h e  
o n t r a g e  of i t  a l l ,  t h i s  g i a s c o  was not t h e  c a u s e  oE t h e  
s r a a l l  amount  of aid g o i n g  to t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  The a a o u n t  of 
money a o a i Z a b l e  t o  P r a n k f i n  was considerable, see C l a r k ,  
P H A N K L I B "  PRIVATEERS,  Although l a te r  h i s k o r i a n s  were t o  
a c c u s e  D i g g e s  of b e i n g  a s p y ,  F r a n k l i n  gas u n w i l l i n g  e v e n  t o  
s u e  f o r  t h e  lost amount ,  &lark, " D e f e n s e  of Bigqes," p, 
436)- 

479) C l a r k ,  " D e f e n s e  of D i g g e s ,  ** pp. 398, 400, 406, 
411, i8 lexandef% c o v e r a g e  of Amer ican  g o v e s n a e n s  a i d  t o  
p r i s o n e r s  is c u r s o r y  a t  best, He a c c e p t s  B p p l o g a t e  (whoa he 
u s u a l l y  q u e s t i o n s  c r i t i c a 2 J . y  and  a c c u r a t e l y )  and Bolton,  
a l t h o u g h  they give d i f k e r e n t  a a o u n t s  f o r  t h e  w e e k l y  
a l l o w a n c e ,  Isee A l e x a n d e r ,  n X v a l u a t i o n , t *  pp, 328-329) , He 
a c c e p t s  F r a n k l i n * ~  c h a r g e s  (to t h e  s p e c i f i c  aglouxzt) against 
Digges w i t h o u t  c i t i n g  C l a r k 9 s  W e f e n s e  o f  Digges ,"  But  
worst of a l l ,  h e  a s s u s e s  t h a t  b e c a u s e  P r a q k l i n  r s g u e s e e d  
H a r t l e y  t o  d i s t s i b u t e  mcaey i n  October, 1377, it was done, 
( A l e x a n d e r ,  " F o r t o n ,  If p, 379) . d e n k i n s ,  ' t C l a y p a a l e , * s  p- 
186, g i v e s  s i x  p e n c e  a s  t h e  amouat of g o v e r m e n t  aid ,  

(80) Connor, pp, 222, 351-352; F a n n i n g ,  p, 11; B u s s e l f ,  
pp.. 345-145; Thompson, p, 223; Widger ,  pp- 38-39; P a i n e ,  p-  
131 ; A l e x a n d e r ,  N E v a P u a t i o n , @  pp, 333-334; A l e x a n d e r ,  
t*Portozia9* p, 372, C u t l e r  {p, 395)  g i v e s  o n e  e x a m p l e  of a 
d i l i g e n t  sentry o v e r h e a r i n g  a p l o t  t o  escape, 



(81) Herbert, p, 115, They were o a u g b t  and p u n i s h e d ,  
A p r i l ,  1778, 

( 8 2 )  Connor ,  pp. 18, 20, 71; P o o t ,  p- 110 ,  Thoapson ,  
pp- 224,  225; Haskins ,  p, 297; A p p l e g a t e ,  * * ~ m e r i c a n  
P r i v a t e e r s m e n , "  p, 305, c a n c l u d e s  % h a t  h a t r e d  of t h e  guards 
appeased t o  r a i s e  American @ o r a l e ;  A l e x a n d e r ,  ~ i E v a l u a t i o n , ~  
pp. 331, 333; Alexander,  " F o r t o n , * *  p- 3 7 2 ,  

[ 8 3 )  P a n n i n g ,  p- 1 6 ;  C o n n o r ,  p, 18. 

(84)  The d e t a i l s  of t ie  i n c i d e n t  are f r o @  F a n n i n g ,  p, 
12. Rn i n v e s t i g a t i o n  r u l e d  it t o  b e  m a n s l a u g h t e r ,  
C a r p e n t e r  wrote o n  H a r c h  25, 1779 ,  t h a t  * $ B a r t h o l e ~ e v  White a 
p r i s o n e r  i n  t h e  y a r d  was S h o t  t h r o u g h  the boddy b y  a 
C o r p o r a l  o f  ye Guard w h i c h  coarsists of: 60 o f  the W e s t m i n s t e r  
Hi1iti.a-he d i e d  i n  24 h o u s s  after The C o r p o r a l  was t r y e d  by 
a J u r y  and Cleared Proved  [ b u t  v e r y  E a l s l y )  !)o be a n  
a c c i d e n t 9 * ,  { A l e x a n d e r ,  * C a r p e n t e r , "  p, 8 2 ) -  Baeser, 
CBUISES, pp, 173-173, Ccnpnghara heard of t h e  shooting 
incident a t  F o r t o n  and wrote, *I h a v e  been t o l d  that 
C o r p o r a l  Spelean be ing  o n  Duty  a t  f o r t u a s  prison u n d e r  t h e  
command o f  C a p t ,  P a r s o n s  od the Hiddle  S e x  Militia, t h a t  a n  
American p r i s o a c e r  t h e  name of White said CoqaraA shot  hi^ 
w i t h  a b a l l  t h r o u g h  t h e  Baddy,** The d e a t h  of this p r i s o n e r  
gas a l s o  recorded by  Poot, p, 110, and T h o a p ~ o p ,  p, 227, 
Alexander, * 3 F o r t o n , "  g i v e s  t h e  n a a e  a s  John Whrigfrtf s i c ] ,  
conclndes t h a t  the hatred o f  t h i s  g u a r d  d i d  not e x t e n d  t o  
o t h e r s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  feeling of prisoners f o r  guards 
was mixed, (pya 392-3731, The Reverend H a z P i t t  refers t o  
a n  i n c i d e n t  a t  K i n s a l e  i n  u h i c h  a B u l l e t  uas fired i n t o  the 
A ~ e r i c a n  section of t h e  p r i s o n ,  b u t  gives ao details other  
t h a n  t h a t  there was *#no e n q u i r y  e v e r  aade,** (Hoyne, 
" R e v e r e n d  naz l i t t ,@* p. 29,3) ,  On Bay 7, 1739, C a r p e n t e r  
m e n t i o n s  a  d i s t u r b a n c e  caused  b y  t h e  s e n t h e l  f i r i n g  a n d  
wounding  two p r i s o n e r s ,  (Alexamder ,  " C a r p e n t e r  ," p- 83) Zt 
is n o t  clear w h e t h e r  these were e s c a p i n g  prisoaers o r  t h a t  
t h e  s e n t i n e l  f i r e d  &ore khan o n c e ,  

(85) Anton,  A EILITBRY EXPE, p, 31; Alexander, 
* * C a r p e n t e r , "  p, 8 3 ,  T h e  S u r s e y  ailitra r e l i e v e d  t h e  
L i n c o L n s h i r e  ailitia a f t e r  o i l y  three d a y s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
C a r p e n t e r ,  ba t  t h e  n o r m a l  shift was a month, 

(86) A l e x a n d e r ,  * C a r p e n t e r , *  p- €33 la, 2 2 ;  C a r p e n t e r ,  
p, 52; Tholapson, p. 226; C c n n o r ,  p, 345;  P a n n i n g ,  p, 9;  
C a r p e n t e r ,  p p .  49,  51-52; E o o t ,  p, 97, 



(87)  KaaFnkou, B A B I B E B S ,  p, x i i i ;  C u t l e r ,  pp, 186, 
395, 3oha Bov was t h e  a g e a t  a t  K i n s a l e ,  {see Hoyne, 
"Reverend H a ~ l i t t , ~  p, 291)- Alhether h e  uas a l s o  t h e  
k e e p e r  who t u r n e d  away J o h n  C l a y p o o l e  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  Aiaer ican  
p r i s o n e r s ,  a c c e p t i n g  only t h e  French, is o o t  known, {See 
J e n k i n s ,  **Claypoofe , "  p, 3 8 4 ) -  T ~ r n e r , * ~ A a e r i c a n  P r i s o n e r s  
of War," c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  the r e l a t i o n ~ h i ~  b e t s e e n  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s  a n d  t h e i r  k e e ~ e r s  was g s r e a s o n a b l y  g o o d u  b e c a u s e  a n  
e s c a p e d  p r i s o n e r  m o t e  back t o  t h e  k e e p e r  g i v i n g  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  t h e  d i s p o s i t i o n  of the money h e  l e f t  
b e h i n d ,  T u r n e r  f a i l s  t o  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h i s  c o u l d  have b e e n  
moaep t h e  k e e p e r  f o r c e d  t h e  p r i s o a e r  to l e a v e  u i t h  b i n  as  a 
means  o f  i n h i b i t i n g  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  f i n a n c e  his e s c a p e -  That 
t h e  p r i s o n e r  t h o u g h t  the k e e p e r  would parcel o u t  h i s  Btoaey 
a s  p e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  Eroa Brance does i n d i c a t e  s o m e t h i n q ,  

(88)  9 8 / l  l / l 3 2 ;  A l e x a n d e r ,    for to^,^ p- 374, 

t89)  C u t l e r ,  pp, 385,  187; Panning, pp, 3-5;  Foot, 
pp, 9 0 5 1 0 7 ;  Elatthewman, p, 181; 

(90) C a r p e n t e r ,  pp, 47, 50; Coanor ,  pip, 19,  73, 166, 
280, 281, 32:284, 287-288, 343, 344, 345, 348;  Banning, ppo 
13- 14;  PIatthersman, pp, 183-182; Thompson, pp, 224-226; 
C l a r k ,  "Defense of Digges , "  p, 405;  P a r r a B o r e ,  "Great 
Escape ,@ p p  3119, 355; Greenwood,  CASTBXN BBEJLEY, p- 160;  
Neeser, CRUISES, pa 390, Luke Ba t theurnan ,  n i9a r ra . t rve  of 
L i e u t e n a n t  Luke i!4attheuinan," RAGAZIHE OP HESTOBP WITH W O f E S  
AgI: QUEBIES 2 (Piarch fS78):781; Kaoainkow, t!iAErXHERS, g -  xv, 

(91)  " E s c a p e  of I%mcrican P r i s o n e r s  from the B r i t i s h  
P r i s o n  near  G o s p o r t  i n  9778,# PENMSYLVBNIA BBGWZIBE OF 
HISTORY & B I O G B B V H Y  13 (2889) :Y8$; F o o t ,  pp.. 97-98, 300-301; 
N a t h a n i e l  H a r r i n g t o n ,  "Letter,** UEB B N G L B I P  f U S 1 O P Z t A L  C 
GENEALUGICBL REG1 STEB 59 { J u l y  1897)  2 322; Thomas Srrtith, 
t a L e t t e r , *  ESSEX XNSTfTUTB H I S T O B f C A L  COLtECTIOWS # I  { A p r i l ,  
l 9 O 5 ) ,  p, 223; Thompsaa,  p p  224, 225. B a ~ n i n g ,  pa 13, 

( 9 2 )  Thomgsotn, pp- 241-242; C u t l e r ,  p, 395- Royne, 
'*Reverend Hazl i t t ," p, 28% Clark, " D e f e q s e  of D i g g e ~ , ' ~  pp, 
405-1106; T u r n e r ,  wA~er i caa  P r i s o n e r s  of p, 204, See 
Thoiaas S m i t h ,  m B e v o l u t i c n a r y  L e t t e r  f r o m  3, S ~ i t h ,  P o r t o n  
P r i s o n ,  1780 ,#* ESSEX TNST3TUPE HISTOf f CAL COLLEC2IOMS 4 
[April. 1905) :227,  f o r  t h e  S n t f i c a t e  network o f  f r i e n d s ,  
letters, and c o n t a c t s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s u p p l y  S a m u e l  P o r t e r  ni th 
"15 g u i n e a s  E c l o t h e s "  u h i c h  H w i l l  E n a b l e  hiia t o  make h i s  
Escape,  ** 



393) Copnor ,  pp, 36-39, P a n n i n g  g i v e s  the f i g u r e s  
138 o u t  of 357 f o r  t h e  twelve months  h e  was i m p r i s o n e d ,  but 
does not i n d i c a t e  whether:  t h e s e  were s u c c e s s f u l  o r  how he 
o b t a i n e d  them, B a z Z i t t  s k a t e s  t h a t  93 o u t  o f  336 e s c a p e d  
f r o &  K i n s a l e  b u t  d o e s  n o t  g i v e  d e t a i l s ,  (fioyae, **Reverend 
H a ~ l i t t , $ ~  p, 293) , Anderson  est iaates  t h a t  o v e r  o n e - t h i r d  
of t h e  Amer ican  p r i s o n e r s  e s c a p e d ,  c r e d i t i n g  t h i s  t o  the 
ease v i t h  w h i c h  it c o u l d  b e  d o n e  r a t h e r  t h a n  s p e c i a l  
endeavours o n  t h e  p a r t  of B a e r i c a n s ,  W h i l e  it i s  t r u e  t h a t  
F o r t o n  a n d  Bill were not p a r t i c u l a r l y  s e c u r e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
t h a t  t h e  g u a r d  was i n s u f f i c i e n t ,  i n c o a p e t e n t ,  and c o r r u p t ,  
t h a t  t h e y  had no o r d e r s  tc f i r e  o n  e s c a p i n g  p r i s o n e r s ,  and 
t h a t  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t s  for a t t e i e p t i n g  t o  e s c a p e  were not 
e f f e c t i v e ,  t h e s e  f a c t o r s  d o  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e x p l a i a  why t h e  
h i g h  e s c a p e  r a te  % o r  A a e r i c a n s  was n o t  e q u a l l e d  by o t h e r s ,  
P r i s o n e r s  from o t h e r  c o u n t s i e s  had t h e  same b u i L & i n g s  and 
g u a r d s ,  T h e  o r d e r s  n o t  t o  s h o o t  a t  escap ing  p r i s o n e r s  were 
n o t  o b e y e d ,  L o s i n g  o n e 3 s  p l a c e  on t h e  e x c h a n g e  list was ao 
d e t e r r e n t  a t  a l l  vhea t h e r e  were n o  e x c h a n g e s  t a k i n g  p l a c e ,  
Half r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  b l a c k  h o l e  were supplerneneed b y  
p r i s o n e r s  s h a r i n g  t h e i r  r a t i o n s  v i t h  t h o s e  i n  t h e  b l a c k  
hole, Bt t h e  e n d  of hes article, Anderson  a d d s  k h a t  t h e  
American SeaPnea were %ore e n e r g e t i c  and i n g e n i o u s a  t h a n  
others but does n c t  a t t e m p t  t o  a s k  why this would be s o ,  
The a n s u e r  to t h a t  unasked q u e s t i o n  would  have t o  i a c l u d e  
t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  &he Amer ican  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  
s t a t u s  of American p r i s o a e r s  a s  p i r a t e s  a n d  t r a i t o r s  rather 
than l e g i t i m a t e  p r i s o n e r s  af war, t h e  friends a n d  s u p p o r t e r s  
t h a t  the American c a u s e  had in B n g f a a d  a s  well a s  t h e  
p r i s o n e r s S  a b i l i t y  t o  blend i n  v i t h  the p o p u l a c e ,  T h a t  they 
r e c e i v e d  less f o o d  a n d  c l o t h i n g  a n d  t h a t  a o s t  of t h e  
o f f i c e r s  were n o t  a l l o w e d  p a r o l e  had t o  h a v e  a n  eefect a s  
well, O l i v e  B u d e r s o n ,  #American E s c a p e s  froen B r i t i s h  N a v a l  
P r i s o n s  dur ing  t h e  War of I n d e p e n d e n ~ e , ~  H A B f N E B a S  HIWROR & 
fHay 1955) : 240, For o r d e r s  not t o  f i r e  on e s c a p i ~ g  
p r i s o n e r s ,  see Werbec t ,  p- 142, a n d  Eas f r i a s ,  p, 425, a s  
sell a s  98/11/205, 218-219, 227, F o r  i n c i d e n t s  of g u a e d s  
firing on e s c a p i n g  p r i s o a e r s  of  war, see J e n k i a s ,  
' i C l a y p o ~ f e , * *  pp, 779, 388, F o r  B a e r i c a n s  blending i n  w i t h  
t h e  E n g f i s b ,  see Neeser, CPUXSES, p, x l i x ,  Kaainkou, 
RARIMEBS, p, xiv, F o r  t h e  a i d  American e s c a p e e s  r e c e i v e d  f r o n  
E n g l i s h  f r i e n d s ,  see C l a r k ,  " D e f e n s e  of Digges ,"  pl 405, 
T u r n e r ,  "American P r i s o n e ~ s  o f  War," p, 204, Hope,  
"Reverend Haz l i t t tn  p- 289, S t a i t h ,  " Z e t t e ~ , ~  p, 227, On 
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  of e x c h a n g e ,  see Kaminkow, t 4 B R I N E R S ,  p. x v ,  
C l a r k ,  * * D e f e n s e  of f t igges,"  p, 403 ,  A l e x a n d e r ,  " C a r p e n t e r  ,$' 

pa 81, Bfexander, "P~rton,~ p, 385, T h a t  e s c a p e s  %ere not  
just f ~ r  a s h a r e  of the r e w a r d  a n d  a night on t h e  town, see 
t h e  references i n  t h e  p r i s o n e r  j o u r n a l s  t o  e s c a p e e s  b e i n g  



t a k e n  thirty, f o r t y ,  and f i f t y  aziles f rom t h e  prison, a n d  ia 
one case "on t h e  c o a s t  aftef e i g h t  weeks," i C u t l e r ,  pp, 
306-307, a n d  Connor ,  pp, 71, 165)- I n  t h e  d i a r y  of a 
B r i t i s h  s a i l o r  who spent t h e  war o n  c o n u o l  duty a n d  
c a p t u r i n g  American p r i v a t e e r s ,  John  Wicof r m a r k s  t h a t  "it 
was o o t h i a g  ancomaton f o r  u s  t o  t a k e  the s a n e  men p r i s o n e r s  
once or twice in t h e  s a m e  s e a s o n , * #  { G r a n t ,  LIFE OF 308tJ 
tJ fCO1,  p, 100)- F o r  t h e  e x c e p t i o n a l  i n s t a n c e s  oE p a r o l e s  
b e i n g  g i v e n ,  see T u r n e r ,  "American P r i s o n e r s  of War," p. 
2 03, 

(94) C l a r k ,  a D e f e n s e  o f  D i g g e s , "  p. 411, For t h e  
a r g u m e n t  that p a t r i o t i s m  was the m o t i v a t i o n  of t h e  c d o n i a l  
s e a m e n a s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  see Eentisch, k, Jesse, asJack T a r  i n  t h e  
S t r e e t s :  B e r c h a n t  Seamen in t h e  P o l i t i c s  of Bevc&3tionary 
& ~ e r i c a , ~  WILLIAM A N D  MARY QUARTERLY 2 5  $ J u l y ,  1958):  pp, 
371-407, and XBTD,, nLis ten ing  to t h e  3 Inarticulatea: 
V i l P i a g  8 i d g e r s s  D r e a ~  an& t h e  L o y a l t i e s  of Bmer ican  
B e v o b u t i o n a r y  Seamen i n  B r i t i s h  P r i s o n s , "  JOURNAL OF SOCIAL 
HISTORY 3 ( F a l l ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  pp, 1-29, 

, 
(95) Ad/fl/404 l e t t e r  of 3 n l y  10, 1777; Connor ,  p, 

347; P a n n i n g ,  p, 10; Bat theurnan,  p, 182; 98/11/34?;  J u s t i c e  
of t h e  Peace t o  Ad, d a t e d  O c t o b e r  15, 1779, i n  Bd/M/4O4, a n d  
Ad/8/4OE;. Kantinkow, H A B I M E R S ,  p, xw, g i v e s  t h e  new r e w a r d  
a s  fifteen s h i  X l i n g s ,  

f96) A l e x a n d e r ,  " C a r p e n t e r  ,* p, 80, 

{973 C a r e y ,  "Songs  of J a c k  Tar ,*$  p, 180-  Coanos  
c o l l e c t e d  5 8  s o n g s ,  s r i t i n g  the@ dova a s  new p r i s o n e r s  
a r r i v e d  w i t h  them or  a s  t h e y  were a d a p t e d  t o  p ~ i s o n  life, 
(p- 168) , 

(98) I f l f D , ,  pp* 1 7 5 ,  176, 179, *#The f i r s t  song in 
the c o l l e c t i o n ,  f o r  e x a ~ p l e ,  r e c a l l s  t h e  woes of a n  
u n f o r t u n a t e  r a k e  who, h a v i n g  c o n t r a c t e d  a h e a l t h y  dose o f  
v e n e r e a l  d i s e a s e  •’so@ a l ~ c a l  p r o s t i t u t e ,  swears h e e l &  s e r v e  
t h e  e n t i r e  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  same manner  and b e g i n s  by 
s e r v i c i n g  h i s  c h a ~ b e r @ a i d , ~ *  p 170),  

199) IBTD,, pp. 158-169, 172, for: a  s h o r t  p a t r i o t i c  
s o n g ,  see n G a g e t s  Lamatat ion," {p, 1 7 3 ) -  I a  J e n k i n s ,  
M C f a y p o o l e , F *  C f a y p o o f e  gives the verses of a  p a t r i o t i c  song, 
[pp, 181-182)-  Hot aAl soags had pro-Anaarican tftelrtes, 
however, T h e r e  were sorne soags w i t h  T o r y  verse, fp- 170) -  
For o t h e r  r e f e r e n c e s  t c  gz i sone r  s i n g i n g ,  see C a r p e n t e r ,  p p -  
53-52, 55; f o o t ,  pp. 97, 99-100; H a s k i n s ,  pp, 383-385; 
A l e x a n d e r ,  * 'Carpenter ,  g, 86, a n d  A l e x a n d e r ,  "Porton,* pp, 
387-388, 



(10 1 )  Breed, ltExtracts, l f ,  p.. 6 2 6 ,  C u t l e r  (p;. 305)  
a l so  refers t o  a c e l e b ~ a t i c n  i n  1777- 

( 3 0 2 )  S h e r b u r n e ,  p. 83- 

(104)  Connof, p* 288; C a r p e n t e r ,  p- 83, mentions t h a t  
o n e  t u n n e l  took t w o  months t o  d i g ,  For faking t h e  B u s t e r ,  
see p, 347, a n d  C u t l e r ,  p, 306, F o r  c o v e r i n g  s o u r c e s  of 
i n f o r r a a t i o n  and e s c a p e ,  see Sherbucne,  pp.. 86, 88, 

1105) T h o a p s o ~ ,  p, 225;  9811 l/442-444; Alexander, 
"Forton,'$ pp, 383-384, Alexaaderas sees t h e  p r i s o n e r  
government s o l e l y  a s  a r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  need f o r  s e c u r i t y ,  

(106) S h e r b u r n e ,  p, 83, For a d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  
" b l i n d  aesst* s y s t e a  used f o r  t h e  i s suance  of asat a t  M i l l  
p r i s o n ,  see p, 8 L  

(107) C c m o r ,  p, 165; Sherburne, p, 80- 

{ I  0 8 )  F a n n i n g ,  p, 15; E l k i n s ,  * * X e r r t i n i s c e n c e ~ , ~  p, 
208; Kauinkou,  &BRIMERS, p p ,  x u i - x v i i ,  

f 3 09) George E, Serchant, " H e v o l u t i o a a r y  Prisoners of 
Har i n  G l o u c e s t e r , j a  ESSEX INSTITUTE HISTOSPCAZ COLLECTIONS 
45 {Gctober 1909) : 3 5 0 - 3 5 2 ;  L o u i s  F, B i d d l e b r o o k ,  RTSTORY O f  
H A 3 I T I B E  CCWHECTICUT DUBING TRE BEER1 CAN REVQLUTXON, 2 vols, , 
(Salem, PSassachuse t t s :  E s s e x  I n s t i t u t e ,  3 9 2 5 ) .  2 ~ 3 2 5 ;  
Connor s p e n t  tuo  y e a r s ,  t h r e e  montlgi, and  s e v e n  days i n  
p r i s o n  before h i s  e x c h a n g e ,  (p. 2 8 5 ) -  

{130) J o s h u a  Coffia,  A SKETCH OF THE HISTORK OP 
BEWBUBY, MERBUBYPOBT A1D VEST N E V B U P Y  fBOM 3635 TO 7845, 
(Boston: S ,  G ,  Drake, 18451,  p, 408;  Connor, p- 285, See 
a l s o  A l e x a n d e r ,  * X a r p e n t e r ,  " p, 85, fo r  r;;.arpe;.nkerss 
exchange, J u l y  2, 3779, Oa J u l y  22, he boarded the General 
BIPPLIN p r i v a t e e r .  



The prisoner of waf i n  t h e  Anerlcan R e v o l u t i o n  is a 

r e v e a l i n g  t o p i c  of s t u d y  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  comaon & a n  i n  

t h e  r e v o l u t i o u a r y  era, P r e v i o u s  a t t e m p t s  t o  s t u d y  t h e  

p r i s o n e r  of war h a v e  not v iewed  him i n  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  

c o n t e x t ,  T h e  role of t h e  British navy,  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  

war, t h e  s t a t u s  o f  p r i s o n e r s  of war, and  the u n d e v e l o p e d  

s t a t e  of t h e  B r i t i s h  p e n a l  s p t m  geze a l l  i i a p o r t a s t  f a c t o r s  

w h i c h  s h a p e d  the s i t u a t i c n  f a c i n g  artlericas c a p t i v e s  i n  the 

r e v o f  u t i o x a r y  u a r ,  

The role of t h e  B r i t i s h  navy  a s  p r o t e c t o r  of t h e  

e n p i r e  f o r c e d  it t o  be the o p p r e s s o r  of seama, T h i s  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n  was d r i v e n  i n t o  J a c k  Tar3s p e r c e p t i o n  of t h e  

world, The a c t i o n s  t a k e n  t o  l i b e r a t e  h i m s e l f  f roa f o r c e d  

s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  n a v y  t a u g h t  hint t h e  l e s s o q s  of self-reliance 

and  e s c a p e ,  The B r i t i s h  n a v y  was t h e  ruajor threat t o  t h e  

p u r s u i t  of a l i v e l i h o o d  t h a t  was o n e  of the f e u  a v a i l a b l e  t o  

t h e  person w i t h o u t  wealth, The l i a i t e d  o p p o z t u n i  t i e s  

a v a i l a b l e  in c o l o n i a l  s o c i e t y  fosced a l l  k i n d s  of men t o  the 

u n c o ~ f o r t a b l e  job a t  sea, I n d i a n s ,  runaway  s l a v e s ,  and 

those w i t h o u t  s k i l l s  o r  c a p i t a l  h a d  l i t t l e  c h o i c e ,  T h e  sea 

was n o t  so such a l u r e  a s  t h e  b e s t  a v a i l a b l e  option, An 



i n c e n t i v e  to t h i s  work was the opportunity of a c c u m u l a t i n g  

capital through p r i v a t e  ventures, fn the d e c a d e  before t h e  

war f o r  ~ m e r i c a n  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e  ~ r i t i s h  navy began t o  

c u r b  t h i s  r o n t e  a s  well a s  threaten t h e  seaaten w i t h  

i ~ p r e s s m e n t ,  

T h e  g u e r i l l a  n a t u r e  of t h e  war l e n t  i t s e l f  to t h e  

s e l f - r e l i a n t  tactics d e v e l o p e d  by t h e  c o L o a i a l  seainen- T h e  

p r i v a t e e r i n g  v e n t u r e  b e c a ~ e  a t r e m a d o u s l y  p o p u l a r  and 

s u c c e s s f u l  a s p e c t  of t h e  s t r u g g l e ,  Because of t h e  

u n o r g a n i z e d  nature of p r i v a t e e r i n g ,  the h a z a r d s  of c a p t u r e  

were great  a n d  many seaaen f a u n d  t h e ~ a s e l v e s  faced s i t h  an 

u n e a s y  i ~ p r i s o n m e n t ,  An important p a r t  of c a p t i v e  life was 

t h e  u n c l e a r  s t a t u s  of t h e  colonial p r i s o n e c s -  As rebels 

they s t o o d  o u t s i d e  t h e  p r e c e d e n t s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law, T h e  

manpower needs of t h e  British and the s t r a t e g i e s  of war 

d e l a y e d  p r o s p e c t s  of e x c h a n g e ,  F a c e d  w i t h  t h i s  g r i m  

s i t u a t i o n  and under  p r e s s u s e  t o  e n l i s t  vith t h ~  B r i t i s h ,  t h e  

c h o i c e  of p r i s o n  o r  escape b y  t h e  vast  a a j o r i t y  is 

i m p r e s s i v e ,  

T h a t  e s c a p e  was possible was i n  l a r g e  m e a s u r e  t h e  

r e s u l t  of t h e  m a k e s h i f t  n a t u r e  of t h e  B r i t i s h  p r i s o n  s y s t e n ,  

H a v i n g  relied on transportation up to the u a r ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  

were f o r c e d  t o  use c o n v e r t e d  hospitals antd o t h e f  b u i l d i n g s  



not b u i l t  w i t h  security i n  ~ i a d -  E a s e  of e s c a p e  d i d  not  

g u a r a n t e e  s u c c e s s f u l  e s c a p e s ,  however, a s  t h e  cost of 

reaching P r a n c e  %as p r o h i b i t i v e  tc a L l  b u t  a few- That 

prison l i f e  was not more c o s t l y  in hunan l i v e s  was b e c a u s e  

of generous a i d  from B r i t i s h  s y r i i p a t h e t i c  t o  the p r i s o n e r s *  

p l i g h t  aad prisoner s e l f - r e l i a n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  e a l i g h t e n e d  

policy by t h e  B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  or a i d  fro& t h e  Brnerican 

government ,  

The h i s t o r y  of the coantcn seaman on the p r i v a t e e r  and 

in prison in B r i t a i n  i s  one of concern for  self, Every day  

matters took s t r o n g  precedence ,  C l a s s  solidarity d i d  u o t  

emerge  f rom t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  b e c a u s e  of the d i v e r s i t y  o f  t y p e s  

f o r c e d  i n t o  a l i f e  a t  sea, their i n d i v i d n a l i s t i c  

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a c c u m u l a t i v e  aspirations, and h i s t o r y  of 

s e l f - r e l i a n c e .  P a t r i o t i c  s o l i d a r i t y  e a e r g s d  ia the 

occasionaf deaonstration, The governaent f o r s e a  in prison 

was p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  3 2 t h  p u n i s h m e n t s  for i n f o r m i n g ,  

t h e f t ,  f i g h t i n g ,  etc, T h e  ideological resof utian did n o t  

o c c u r  i n  t h i s  a r e n a ,  %hat  s o l i d a r i t y  t h a t  d i d  e x i s t  was 

imposed,  Cohaon seaaen %are s e p a r a t e d  E r o a  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s -  

T h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  resulted i n  v a s t l y  different prison 

e x p e r i e n c e s ,  



The c a p t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e  was one  of two different 

w o r l d s :  o f f i c e r  and seaman,  On t h e  c a p t u r i n g  vessel t he  

o f f i c e r s  were u s u a l l y  given l i b e r t y  of t h e  aeck, d i n e a  a t  

the C a p t a i a 8 s  tab le ,  and general1 y t m a t e d  w i t h  g e n t l e m a n l y  

r e s p e c t ,  The crew was closely c o n f i n e d  b e t w e e n  d e c k s ,  

h a r a s s e d ,  a n d  pressured tc join t h e  B r i t i s h  service, t h e  

common seamen were s h u t t l e d  fro& o n e  overcrowded guard s h i p  

t o  a n o t h e r  w h i l e  they awaited p r o c e s s i n g  b e f o r e  b e i n g  taken 

t o  p r i s o n  a s h o r e ,  34hile t h e  off i~rzrs  d i d  n o t  fare well, 

some were g i v e n  pasole  and t h e  l i b e r t y  od t h e  p o r t *  T h e  

p r i s o n s  were d i v i d e d  i n t o  c c m p a r t m s n t s  s e g ~ e g a t i n g  o f f i c e r s  

f r o m  coamon seamen, The cfficers had &ore roo@ and other 

physical cosforts such a s  a f i r e p l a c e  and glazed u i n d o v s ,  

They were p e r m i t t e d  t o  arfange credit a c c o u n t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

k e e p e r  and thus t h e i r  f i n a n c i a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  e n a b l e d  t h e a  t o  

f i v e  B o r e  c o l r t f o r t a b l y ,  T h e  conmon seamen p r i s o n e r s  fe l t  the 

a b s e n c e  of t h e s e  f u n d s ,  

T h e  t r e a t m e n t  i n  p r i s o n  d i f f e r e d  b e t s e e n  o f f i c e r s  and 

p r i s o n e r s  of comaon background ,  T h e  o f f i c e r s  g a i n e d  access 

o f  t h e  towns b y  day parole, The s e a a e n  e n c o u n t e r e d  p e r i o d i c  

h a r a s s a e n t  fro18 the g u a r d s  and p r i s o n  o f f i c i a l s ,  The 

d i s p e r s a l  of charitable funds raised  f o r  t h e  "poor Bmer ican  

p r i s o n e r s M  vent d o u b l e  shares  t o  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  The c h a n c e s  

for s u c c e s s f u l  escape h i n g e d  upon t h e  amount o f  money 



available t o  t h e  e s c a p e e ,  The cost of a  successful escape 

b e i n g  q u i t e  e x p e n s i v e ,  t h e  officers were i n  a b e t t e r  

p o s i t i o n  t o  s u c c e e d ,  A judgment concerning t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  

o f  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  and e s c h a n g e  was an i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  

the m o t i v a t i o n  for  e s c a p e e s ,  P r i s o n  c o n d i t i o n s ,  the ease of 

e s c a p e ,  a n d  patriot is^ sere secondary f a c t o r s -  

C o n s i d e r a t i o n  ef the h a r s h n e s s  of the p r i s o n  

experience i n  B r i t a i n  i n  the Aaerican R e v o f u t i o I J  ~ u s t  taka 

i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  two uorlds of e x p e r i e n c e - - o f f i c e r  and 

comBon seaman, T h e  difference between o f f i c i a l  Bsitish 

p o l i c y  arid t h e  practice a t  t h e  f o c a l  level i s  a l s o  

i n p o r t a n t ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  g o v e r n i ~ g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  of 

t h e  p r i s o n e r s  was t h e  s u b s c r i p t i o a  funds raised b y  

h u ~ a n i t a r i a n s  and f r i e n d s  o f  the 8 ~ e ~ i c a n  c a u s e -  

C o n c e n t r a t i o n  solely o n  the s i t u a t i o n  of &he p r i s o n e r s  a n d  

c r e d i t i n g  t h e  low d e a t h  ra te  t o  e n l i g h t e n e d  f 3 r i i Z s h  p o l i c y  

is a i s g u i d e d ,  Likewise, an e a p h a s i s  o n  the c o m p l a i n t s  o f  

t h e  p r i s o n e r s  w i t h o u t  a n  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  changes i n  their 

c o n d i t i o n  t h r o u g h  the c o u r s e  of the war leads t o  i n a c c u r a t e  

c o n c l u s i o n s ,  T h e  t s e a t m e n e  cf p r i s o n e r s  of war: must  be 

v i e u e d  ia a larger  c o p t e x t  including the need f o x  manpawer 

by the e x p a n d i n g  British navy, t h e  c o n f l i c t i n g  econont ic  

f o r c e s  b e t w e e n  B r i t a i n  a n d  the c o l o n i e s ,  a n d  t h e  t y p i c a l  job 

c o n d i t i o n s  of t h e  seaman i n  the e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y -  O n l y  i n  

c o m p r e h e n d i n g  t h e s e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  does an a c c u r a t e  p i c t u r e  of 

t h e  coramon man b e y i n  t o  emerge. 



APPENDIX f 

The s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  t h a t  do e x i s t  c o v e s i n g  t o  some 

extent the s i t u a t i o n  of p r i s o n e r s  of Mar i n  t h e  Anaericala 

R e v o l u t i o n  f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s :  early, recent 

B r i t i s h ,  and recent A a e r i c a n ,  T h e  early s o u r c e s  a r e  

u n i f o r n a i g  weak i n  s c h o l a r s h i p ,  Ralph D, P a i n e f s  SHIPS AND 

SBLEOBS OP OLE) SALE3 {(New York: O u t i n g  Conapany, 1909) 

c o n s i s t s  o f  e d i t e d  prison d i a r i e s  o i t h  l i t t l e  a t t e a p t  t o  

c h e c k  a n  o b v i o u s  pro-American b i a s  i n  h i s  e d i t o r i a l  

comraenks, Danske i t a n d r i i l g e * ~  A f l E R f C A N  PRZSOHERS O f  T H E  

BEVOLUTION {Eharf o t t e s v i l l a ,  Va, : T h e  ~ i c h i e  Cclt lpny,  1912) 

is a c o l l e c t  i o n  of shor tened  pr i l l ta r  y nta t e r i a l  mos t1  y p r i s o n  

diaries. Gardner ta, P i U e n t s  A N A V A L  HISTOBY O f  THE AEIEBfCAEI 

REVOLUTION, 2 v o l s , ,  (Bostcn: Houghton PSiZElin Co, , 1913) 

u s e s  p r i s o n e r  a c c o u n t s  fo r  s o u r c e s ,  b u t  tends t o  e m p h a s i z e  

t h e  material t h a t  s u p p ~ r t s  an a n t i - B r i t i s h  view at  t h e  

e x p e n s e  o f  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  t h a t  would qualify t h a t  p o s i t i o n ,  

P r a n c i s  A b e l l f s  PBTSOIE#S Of WAR IN BfXTAIH 3756 TO 3815; A 

RECORD O F  T H E I R  LIVES, THE18 BOHANCE, A&iZ THEIR SUFFERINGS 

[London: H, P3i l fo fd ,  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  l g l 4 ) ,  is v e r y  



sketchy a n d  seltlotra a n a l y t i c a l -  H e c e n t  B r i t i s h  a t t e m p t s  to 

d e a l  v i t h  t h e  p r i s o n e r  of war i s s u e  h a v e  f o c u s e d  o n  B s i t i s h  

policy t o w a r d  p r i s o n e r s  under  t h e i r  c o n t r o l  a n d  have r e l i e d  

h e a v i l y  u p o n  off i c ia f  s o u r c e s ,  ruainl y t h e  Aanaisalty papers 

i n  the P u b l i c  R e c o r d s  Office ia London, O l i v e  A n d e r s o n d s  

"The T r e a t a e n t  of P r i s o n e r s  of Mar i n  B r i t a i n  During t h e  

American War of I n d e p e n d e n c e , *  BULLETIN CF THE IHSTITUTE Of 

N I S T O B I C B L  BESEABCH 27 (May 1955) : 6 3 - 8 3 ,  concludes t h a t  /' 
of f i c i a l  British policy a n d  trea t m n t  of t h e i r  p r i s o n e r s  i n  

Britain w a s  ealightened and g e n e r a l l y  quite humam, She 

o n l y  d o c u ~ e n t s ,  h o v e v e r ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s  of  p o l i c y  

and f c a p s  t o  t h e  c o n c f u s i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  ware enacted and  

enforced, S h e  f a i l s  t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  r o l e  of A a a r i c a n  a i d  t o  

t h e  p r i s o n e r s ,  e f f o r t s  on t h e i r  osn b e h a l f ,  a n d  the notable 

s u b s c r i p t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  h u a a n i t a r i a n  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  

E n g l i s h  p e o p l e ,  especially members o$ the o p p o s i t i o n ,  

E u n i c e  H, T u r n e r ' s  H A ~ l e r i c a ~  P r i s o n e r s  of Bar i e  Great 

B r i t a i n  1737- 1783," M B B f & B R * S  H I R B O 3  45 (Jul y 3958) r2OQ-2U6, 

is b r i e f  and i n a c c u r a t e ,  

The r e c e n t  Afflerican art icles on p r i s o n e r s  of war i n  

t h e  Alaer iean B e v o l u t i o n  began w i t h  a n  atteit lpt t o  show how 

h a r s h  conditions were in the B r i t i s h  p r i s a n s ,  @award L- 

A p p l e g a t e ,  * * B ~ e r i c a n  P r i w a b e e r s & e a  i n  t h e  B i l l  P r i s o n  D u r i n g  

1777- 3 78i?,'* ESSZX ZNSTITCTE H I S T O R I C B E  CCZILECTIOPIS 



973303-320)- P u b l i s h e d  i n  O c t o b e r ,  196'1, t h i s  a r t i c l e  

should h a v e  dealt w i t h  A n d e r s o n l s  c o n t e n t i o n s  b u t  d i d  n o t ,  

Worse, h o w e v e r ,  gas A p p l e g a t r e a s  l a c k  of s c h o l a r l y  judgenaeat 

i n  f a i l i n g  t o  d e t e c t  t h e  c c n s i d e r a b l e  plagiarism i n  t h e  

s o u r c e s  he rel ied o n  so  h e a v i f  y, A p p l e g a t e ' s  e f f o r t  h a s  

been t a k e n  t o  task q u i t e  t h o r o u g h l y  by J o h n  K, A l e x a n d e r  in 

his "*Aiaer ican  P r i v a t e e r s m e n  i n  t h e  #ill Prison D u r i n g  

l777-1'?82* : An Eva1 u a t i o n , "  ESSEX IMSTITUTE HIST08fCAL 

COLLECTIOMS 302 ( O c t o b e r  3966) : 318-340, A l e x a n d e r ,  while 

ittaking a good e f fo r t  t o  p o i n t  o u t  AppfegateSs f l a w s ,  c o m m i t s  

s e v e r a l  errors of h i s  cwn, coming  t o  c o n c f . u s i o n s  t h a t  h e  

does l i t t l e  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e ,  A l e x a n d e r  has,  hogeve r ,  done 

t h e  b e s t  work i n  a set o f  ar t icles on A m x i c a n  p r i s o n e r s ,  

"Jonathan Haskinsa B i l l  P r i s o n  WDiaryS: Can i t  be a c c e p t e d  

a t  face value?" BE53 EMGZBMD Q'UARTEBLP 4 0  (December 

1967):561-564 and r t d o a a t h a a  C a r p e n t a r  and t h e  Arser ican 

B e v o l u t i o a :  The Journal of an A m e r i c a n  N a v a l  P r i s o n e r  of gar 

and Yeriaont I n d i a n  P igh t e rVn  VEBBOIT H I S T O R Y  36 { S p r i n q  

1968): 74-90 ace m e r e l y  a n  i n y e s t i g a t i n n  i n t o  a case of 

p l a g i a r i s a  a n d  the a c c o u n t  of a young @ a n %  e x p l o i t s  dar ing  

the Amer ican  B e v o l u t i o n  b a s e d  o n  h i s  j o u r n a l ,  N e i t h e r  

a t t e m p t s  t o  expand beyond  t h e  l i m i t s  of Cbe specific i s s u e  

i n  its t i t l e ,  The reverse is t h e  case u i t h  his l a t e s t  

a r t i c l e  c o n c e r n i a g  prisoners of war, " P o r t o n  P r i s o n  Daring 

t h e  A m x i c a n  & e v o l u t i o n :  A C a s e  Study of B r i t i s h  P r i s o n e r  of 



War P o l i c y  a n d  the B a e r i c a n  P r i s o n e r  Response ko t h a t  

P o l i c y Z s *  ESSEX I N S T I T U T E  HXSTOHPf AL CDLLECTfOBS 103 (October 

1967) ~365-389, In t h i s  s t u d y ,  A l e x a n d e r  a r r i v e s  a t  some 

c o n c l u s i o n s  w h i c h  h e  h a s  nct. a d e y  u a t e l y  s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  H e  

otherwise a c c e p t s  a  m i d d l e  position between t h o s e  whose  

s o u r c e s  led them t o  p r o - B f i t i s h  c o n l u s i o a s  a n d  the o t h e r s  

whose  use of A m e r i c a n  p r i s o n e r  material  r e s u l t e d  i n  

a n t  i - B r i t i s h  judgaents, T h i s  c o i s p r o a i s i n g  p a t h  is n o t  

always justified, It stands as  the best a t t e m p t  t o  d a t e  t o  

co&e t o  t e r a s  w i t &  the prisoner of war i s s u e  i n  the Amer ican  

B e v o l u t i o n ,  

811 f a i l ,  h o w e v e r ,  ia achieving a c o ~ p r s h e n s i v e  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of the i s s u e  p a r t i a l l y  b e c a u s e  of the l i m i t s  

of their focus, The p r i s o a e r s  o f  war,  whether  i n  Great 

B r i t a i n  o r  i n  t h e  colonies, c a n n o t  be s t u d i e d  i n  i s o f a t i o n  

a n d  c e r t a i n l y  c a n n o t  be a c c u r a t e l y  d e s c r i b e d  and a n a l y z e d  

v i t h  a o n e - s i d e d  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  s o u r c e  &a te r ia l  a v a i l a b l e ,  

Howard Z, A p p l e g a t e ,  i n  h i s  Ph-D, t h e s i s ,  COISTITUTXONS LIKE 

IRON: THE LXPE OF THE APIEBICAH REVOLUTIDNABY #A& SOLDIERS IN 

T BE tl IDDLE DEPAHTMENTI 1775-1783, (Syracuse U n i ~ e r s i t y ,  

1966) , asserts that h i s t o r i a n s  '*assumed t h a t  o n l y  f t h e  

e l i t e  ] c o n t r i b u t e  i n f o z n a t r i o n ,  n He cites B o l t o n  * s  PiIIVATX 

SOEDIEB UHUEB k i 8 S H I N G T O M  as  the o n l y  o n e  t o  differ, Ne t h e n  

n o t e s  t h a t  s u c h  1 3 s u b j e c t s  a s  p r i s o n e r s  of war, a i f i t i a s ,  



off icers ,  music ,  a u x i l i a r y  agencies, ,  . have  not been i n c l u d e d  

in this study," But he c o n s i d e r s  Bhat "Each of t h e s e  

a d d i t i o n a l  areas deserves  primary treatment in its oun 

right," [p* 2) .  
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