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THE M5THODIST CHURCH, CANADA, 1384-1912 

The Methodist Church i s  studied i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  con t ras t  and tension 

between movement and denominational emphases. A movement concentrates on 

a spec ia l  i n t e r e s t ;  a denomination i s  comprehensive i n  i ts in te res t s .  These 

themes appear na tura l  t o  the  study of Methodism, which l i ved  i t s  ear ly  his-  

t o ry  as a reform movement within the  Church of England and subsequently 

developed denominational character is t ics .  But every Chris t ian  church has 

some of both emphases. This study concentrates on the  period between 1884 

and 1912. I n  1884 Canadian Methodism overcame i t s  organizational  d ivis ions  

and i n  1912 declared i t s e l f  ready t o  merge with Presbyterians and Congrega- 

t i ona l i s t s .  

The movement and denominational themes a r e  t raced through chapters on 

basic  questions faced by The XJdethodist Church: h i s t o r i c a l  cr i t ic ism,  

univers i ty  federation,  mission t o  the  West, and welfare. His to r ica l  

c r i t i c i sm  provided the  occasion f o r  Methodism's f i r s t  ana ly t i c a l  assessment 

of i t s  theology. University federation,  i n  which Methodism played a v i t a l  

role,  was  a uniquely Canadian arrangement fo r  church and s t a t e  par t ic ipa-  

t i o n  i n  higher education. Anticipated and ac tua l  settlement of the West 

challenged Canadian Methodism t o  i t s  grea tes t  missionary e f for t .  I n t e r e s t  

( i i i )  



i n  welfare increased i n  response t o  the  growth of i n d u s t r i a l  and immigra- 

t i o n  problems and the  sens i t i z ing  e f f ec t  of the  s o c i a l  gospel. Change o r  

cont inui ty  with Methodism's e a r l i e r  t r a d i t i o n  and i t s  pos i t ion  r e l a t i v e  t o  

other large  churches serve a s  the  main bases of comparison. 

I n  The Piethodist Church the  movement theme was  secondary bu t  made i t s  

influence f e l t  i n  a l l  areas  of t h a t  church's l i f e .  I n  theology Methodism 

continued t o  emphasize personal  f a i t h  and t o  consider more s t ructured forms 

of re l ig ious  expression, l i k e  confessional statements and sacraments, as 

l e s s  important. I n  univers i ty  federat ion Ikkthodism preceded the other  

churches i n  responding t o  the  pressure f o r  cooperation imposed by the  

Canadian environment. Methodist movement t r a d i t i o n  was a l so  apparent i n  

mission and welfare. Methodists placed more confidence i n  the  presence of 

the missionary than did the  other  large  churches and i ts diaconate was 

modeled a f t e r  t h a t  of primative Chr i s t i an i ty  i n  d i s t i nc t i on  from the  more 

f o r a a l  Roman CaVnolic orders. 

The primacy of t he  denominational theme i n  The Yethodist Church was 

a t t e s t e d  by i n s t i t u t i o n a l  and ideological  comprehensiveness. New i n s t i t u -  

t i o n s  developed i n  The Nethodist Church included theological  departments 

and union, c i t y  missions, and the diaconate. Formal theological  t r a in ing  

f o r  c l e r i c a l  candidates, previously considered unnecessary, was the  norin. 

Par t i c tpa t ion  i n  univers i ty  federat ion a l so  s i gn i f i ed  f u r t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

development. This federat ion gave Xethodism a d i r e c t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  r o l e  i n  

Canada's s t rongest  university. Ideological  comprehensiveness was equally 

evident. The Pllethodist Church encompassed a broad range of theological  

and e t h i c a l  opinion. I n  theology, h i s t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i sm  and dogmatism were 

both tolerated.  I n  e th ics ,  Yethodismls t r ad i t i ona l  emphasis on individual  



reform was balanced by affirmation of t he  need f o r  soc i a l  reform. Though 

t he  movement i n t e r e s t  i n  evangelical  reform continued, it had t o  share the 

stage with various other theological ,  educational, and missionary i n t e r e s t s  

of The Methodist Church. 



This  s t r ~ d y  i n  Canadian_ r e l i g i o u s  h i s t o r y  focuses  on b a s i c  a s p e c t s  of 

t h e  l i f e  of The IlTethodist Church. The r e s u l t  i s  l e s s  a h i s t o r y  of The 

Pk thod i s t  Church t h a n  a n  exp lo ra t ion  of c e r t a i n  t o p i c s  which i l l u s t r a t e  

t h i s  church ' s  i n t e r n a l  l i f e  and i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  major churches and 

t h e  s t a t e .  I n  t h e  exp lo ra t ion  of t h e s e  t o p i c s  t h e  r o l e  of leadersh ip ,  

c l e r i c a l  and lay ,  has  been prominent, The choice  of o t h e r  t o p i c s  and 

g r e a t e r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  rank  and f S l e  nay have a l t e r e d  b u t  l i k e l y  would 

n o t  have reversed  t h e  c o n c l u i o n s  of t h e  stndy. The themes used i n  t h i s  

s tudy  of Xethodism could  have broader  a p p l i c a t i o n  i n  r e l i g i o u s  h is tory .  

S e v e r a l  persons have been of a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  preparation of t h i s  

t h e s i s ;  t h e  w r i t e r  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  indebted t o  two of them. H. J. Y. 

Johnston, t h e s i s  snperv isor ,  con t r ibu ted  much t o  t h e  development, of t h e  

t h e s i s  t b o u g h  ques t ions  and sngpes t ions  i n  connect ion wit21 variol2s d r a f t s .  

My wife,  Yyrna took enrployment whi le  t h e  t h e s i s  was b e i n 3  w r i t t e n  and 

a s s i s t e d  wi th  proof r ead in?  and d i scuss ion  of numerous poin ts .  The w r i t e r  

t a k e s  f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  remaining weaknesses* 
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INTRODUCTION 

The formation of The Xethodist Church, Canada, i n  1884 was the cubin- 

ation of a succession of Methodist mergers during the previous half-century, 

A benefit that  The Hethodist Church gained from its history was experience 

i n  the problems of this process, The ear l i es t  rasrgers had been weakened by 

continued divisions as small groups broke away t o  perpetuate the distinctive 

ideas of thei r  separate traditions. Mvisions i n  the 1830's and 1840's had 

caused numerous problems including dual claims to church property, b r g e r  

requires a measure of comprolnise or  tolerance and both of these had often 

been lacking. Such was the case a t  Ernesttown, Upper Canada i n  1836 *en 

two factions stayed a f te r  church, each waiting for  the other t o  leave, so 

that  it could gain control of the building by putting its own lock on the 

door, The two factions, Rev, John Ryerson l a t e r  related with a touch of 
1 

humor, wremained a l l  night, watching, certainly, i f  not prayingOw By 1884, 

hawever, b thodis t s  had learned t o  compromise old traditions f o r  the benefits 

of developing a stronger church, The 1884 merger decision was not made 

without expressed differences of opinion; it followed five days of debate 

a t  a special General. Conference, But the decision once made was adhered 

to without l a t e r  divisions, 

The uniqueness of early Methodism was tha t  it remained a movement 

wit- the Church of England f o r  w e r  sixty yesrrs, I n  this early Methodism 

'~uoted i n  Rev, Egerton Ryerson, Canadian Methodism; Its Epochs and 
Characteristics,  oron onto: W i l l i a m  Briggs, 1882), p, 276, Some chapters 
i n  this volume consist of previously unpublished material by John Ryerson, 



was anlike the sixt 

2 

,eenth century Reformation which, contrary t 

first intentions, quickly resulted i n  the formation of new churches. Only 

ten years after  his posting of the Ninety Five Thesis i n  1517, Luther and 

his followers comprised essentially a separate church i n  the d i s t r i c t  of 

Saxony; in the absence of bishops who had a l l  remained with the old church, 

the new church had a committee of clergy and la i ty  appointed by the prince 

to  visit the churches.2 I n  Switzerland the followers of Z w i n g U  gained 

recogdtion i n  areas where they were entrenched i n  1531, only twelve years 

a f te r  Zwingli had begun reformatory preaching.' The steps which led t o  the 

establishment of the Church of England i n  1934 took even less  time, five 

years, A s  a movement, Methodism was more interested i n  reforming the 

Anglican church than i n  becoming a church i t s e l f ,  Wesley's stated a i m  was 

"not to  form any new sect; but t o  reform the nation, particularly the 

Church; and t o  spread Scriptural holiness over the laodOn4 The b thod i s t  

movement was dedfcated to the propagation of th i s  evangelical emphasis 

within the Church of England, Consequently, Wesley remained an ordained 

Anglican t o  the end of his  long l i f e  and his followers attended both 

Methodist and Anglican worship services, the former being scheduled so as 

not to  confllct with the la t ter ,  Methodists received the sacransent8 i n  

Anglican churches and called the i r  own places of worship by a subordinate 

name, chapel. I n  purpose but not i n  emphasis the Methodist movement 

2~oland Ho Bainton. !The Reformation of the Sixteenth C e n t q ,  (~oston:  
The Beacon Press, 1952), p, 71. 

3~ainton, Refomtion, pp. 80, lbk. 

L k s ,  ed. T o  Jackson, 11 edition (1856), Volume 8, p. 288, ci ted by 
Henry T ~ a c k ,  The Future of John Wesley's Methodism, (Richmond, Virginia: 
John Knox Press, 19651, p. 16. 



resembled the Oxford movenent which, a century later ,  promoted a Roman 

Catholic emphasis i n  the Church of England, Early Methodism's evangelical 

in teres t  i n  reform was st i l l  a part  of Canadian Methodist t radit ion i n  1884. 

Its early l i f e  as a reform movement within an established body left a 

permanent stamp on Methodism, but the movement did not continue unchanged. 

Problems created by the War of Independence hastened the establlshraent of 

a separate Methodist body i n  the United States, where the Methodist Bpisco- 

pal  Church was organized i n  17811 with Wesley's help and the benefit of 

Anglican ordinationO5 !be W m  of 1812 i n  turn hastened the establishment 

of an independent &thodist body i n  Canada, where the Methodist Episcopal 

Church peacefully separaked from its American parent i n  1828, I n  England, 

the death of Wesley i n  1791 led t o  the legal  es-bblishrnent of a separate 

body, soon called the British Wesleyans. The b thod i s t  mewent was fur- 

ther  divided by the separation of several small groups f r o m  the British 

Wesleyans. The first of these groups was the Methodist New ConnexLon 

Church formed i n  1797. f i r e  democratic and more independent of the Church 

of -land than were the British Wesleyans, the Methodist New Coll~lsxion 

Church scheduled services a t  hours convenient t o  i t s  mlsbers, administered 

its own sacraments, and had lay representation a t  conferences: This group 

sent i ts  first d.ssionary t o  Caaada in 1837, Seven B t h o d i s t  groups were 

h i f ' t o n  E. Q h t e a d ,  History of Religion i n  the United States, 
(Englewood C l i f f s ,  Hew Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc,, 1960), p, 226. 

h v .  Willim Wil l iam,  WEKstorical Sketch of the Methodist New 
Connexion Church i n  ~anada,~ Centennial Qf Canadian Pkthodism, Published 
by Direction of The General Conference, (Toronto: WT =ggsy 189% 



at work i n  Canada before the number was rednced by asrgers. These 

Methodist divisions were not indigenous to Canada but had a l l  been impor- 

ted. This fac t  together ui th the weaknesses of these scattered p u p s  i n  

Canada probably explains why the divisions were healed ea r l i e r  i n  Canada 

than i n  the parent countries. Major intra-Nethodist mergers did not take 

place i n  Britain and the United States unt i l  the 19301s, by which time 

Canadian Methodism had already merged with other denominations. 

The f i r s t  Bthodis t  Paerger i n  Canada took place i n  1833, when the 

Methodist Episcopal Church merged with British Wesleyans i n  Upper Canada 

t o  form the Wesleyan Methodist Church. This merger prepared the way fo r  

further union by compromising differences between Methodists of British and 

American origin. m e  its American parent, the former Methodist Episcopal 

Church had been equalitarian and roluntaryist,while the foraier British 

Wesleyans had deferred t o  the AnglAcan church and had accepted s t a t e  grants. 

!he new body was basically v o 1 u . n ~  but did receive s ta te  grants.8 It 

promoted c i v i l  and religious l iberty but stopped short of supporting rebel- 

lion.9 This Wesleyan Methodist Church cowromise was reflected i n  the 

W e  and views of Cnnnnian Mkthdist leader Rev. Egerton Ryerson. Ryerson 

had been born the son of a United Fsspire Inyalist  and Anglican farmer but 

?These groups are l i s t ed  i n  Douglas 3. Wilson, The Church Grows  i n  
Canada,  oron onto: The Ryerson Press, 1966), p. 56. - 

$ictoria University, founded i n  1841, received an annual grant 
from the Upper Canada legislature, Rev. Nathanael Burwash, "Methodist 
Education i n  Canada, Centennial, pp. 304, 3fi.  

9~oldwin French, Parsons and Politics. Rle Role of The Wesleyan 
Mthodists i n  Upper Canada and The WtiBses dnto rom : 
-ss, 1962), p. 155. 



had joined the Methodist Episcopal Church i n  1821. A s  first edi tor  of - The 

Christian Guardian, founded i n  1829, he fought f o r  rel igious equality i n  
10 

Upper Canada. A s  a delegate i n  the merger negotiations, he urged upon 

his group the acceptance of a grant from the EWitish government.11 During 

a later t r i p  t o  England from December 1835 t o  March 1837 Ryerson obtained 

a Royal Charter and a grant of h,000 pounds f o r  Upper Canada Academy.12 

When fur ther  merger discussions took place the  Wesleyan Methodist Church 

already had successful experience i n  encompassing disparate elements. 

The Wesleyan Methodist Church was torn by controversy but  becam the 

strongest Methodist body in Canada. In 1834 a portion of the  Methodist 

Episcopalian group withdrew i n  opposition t o  s t a t e  grants and reconstituted 

the Methodist Episcopal Ch~rch .~3  Those who withdrew also objected t o  

masures taken by the  18% Conference of the  Wesleyan Methodist Church f o r  

the closer  supervision of l oca l  preachers. This conference had arranged 

t o  ordain loca l  preachers and t o  discontinue loca l  preachers' conferences. l4 

Paore passionately s h t e d  the separat is ts  accused the aembers of the 

Wesleyan Methodist Church of nHigh Church Toryismn and "of se l l ing  them- 

15 selves f o r  moneyan Though these accusations were extreme, the 

l0clara Thomas, Ryerson of Upper Canada,  o or onto: The Ilyerson 
Press, 1969), p. 60. 

S r d d  M. Craig, Upper Canada. The Fornative Years, 1784-1841, 
 oron onto: lufcClell& and Stevsrt  W b d ,  19633, PO 181. 

'*Ryerson, Canadian Methodism, pp. 321-322. 

13~ev.  S.G. stone, "Historical sketch of  he ~ ~ e t h o d i s t  ~ p i s c o p a ~  
Church in Canada," Centennial, p. 166. 

%yerson, Canadian Methodism, p. 271. 

15Ryerson, Canadian Methodism, p. 273. 



Weeleyan Methodist Church's policy of obtaining s ta te  grants and ordaining 

local  preachers did represent greater inst i tut ional  development and a more 

regular clergy, This division was resolved only i n  1884, a t  which time the 

Methodist Episcopal Church was the second largest Methodist body i n  Canada 

but only about one f i f t h  as  large as the Wesleyans, 16 

A further division i n  the Wesleyan Methodist Church occurred in  18b0 

when SO- British Wesleyans, encouraged by their counterparts i n  Britain, 

withdrew i n  opposition t o  what they considered the pol i t ica l  involvement of 

the Wesleyan Methodist Chmh.17 Their main objection was to  Ryersonls 

canrpaign, i n  the Guardian, against a clergy endowed from Clergy Reserve 

funds. Ryersan's f i r s t  preference was tha t  these funds be used f o r  educa- 

t ional  purposes.18 Though those who withdrew lacked Fiyersonts penchant fo r  

po l i t i ca l  debate, the basic difference between them was that  they held 

different pol i t ica l  and ecclesiastical points of view, Those who withdrew 

accepted the existing Churek Establishment while Ryerson did not, This 

dkvision was healed when the British Wesleyans who had withdrawn returned 

seven years later.  

The Wesleyan Methodist Church wae the dominant body in subsequent msr- 

gers, A merger i n  18% d t e d  Wesleyans i n  Upper and M r  Canada ;  one i n  

161n the 1881 census the nruPber of adherents t o  the various Methodist 
groups i n  Canada was The Methodist Church of Canada 582,963, Methodist 
Episcopal Church 103,272, Bible Christian Church 27,236, Primitive 
Methodist Church 25,680, other Hethodists 3,830, Henry J, Xorgrm ed,, The 
Dominion Annual Register and Review fo r  the Fourteenth and Fifteenth E l s  
of the Canadian Union, 1880-1881, (Mntreal: John b v e l l  and Son, 1882), 
P. 465. 

17Rev, Hugh Johnston, @Historical Sketch of !he Wesleyan Hsthodist 
Church i n  Upper and Lower Canada," Centennial, pp, 83-86, 

18gditorial, The Christian Guardian, (11 July 1838), cited i n  
Ryerson, Canadian Methodism, p. 326, 



1874 merged Wesleyans i n  the Canadas w i t h  those i n  the Mtimes and a 

smaller group, the Methodist New Comexion Church, The l a t t e r  merger in- 

volved independence from British Wesleyans who did not yet approve of lay 

representation to the General ~ o n f e r e n c e . ~ ~  The new body was called The 

Methodist Church of Canada, Finally, the 188b merger united nearly a l l  

Canadian Methodists in to  one body called simply The Methodist 

Wke Presbyterianism with whom it later merged, Canadian Methodism was now 

organised along national lines and was less  dependent on a mother church 

than was Anglicanism ox Roman Catholicism. The Bthodis t  Church did, how- 

ever, re ta in  friendly informal t i e s  with the British Wesleyans, and rep- 

resentatives from "the mother Methodism of the world* continued t o  be 

warmly received at Canadian General Conferences, 21 

A feature of the relat ive strength of the Wesleyan Nethodist Church 

was that  it inherited the strongest Methodist publication and founded its 

strongest school, This body inherited the Guardian i n  1833, In  1841 t h e  

Wesleyan Bthodis t  Church founded Victoria University, from d c h  most of 

the future leaders of Canadian Methodism were t o  graduate, Victoria's 

graduates included Albert Carman, the last bishop of the Methodist 

191tev, E.H. D e w a r t ,  .The kkthodist Chruch of Canada, 1873-1883," 
Centennial, pp. 130-133. 

%n addition t o  The &thodist Church of Canada and the Nethodist 
Episcopal Church, the 1884 merger included %wo smaller bodies of British 
origin, They were the Primitive Wthodist Church and the Bible Christian 
Church which had begun work in Canada i n  1829 and 1832 respectively. Two 
t iny ethnic groups remained outside of The Methodist Church, These were 
the German-speaking Bthodists,  called The EhrangeUcal Association, and 
the African Methodists. 

Christian Guardian, ( 7  September 1898), p. 561, 



Episcopal Church, from 1874. These inst i tut ions probably weakened Methodist 

divisiorrs along group lines. 

While Methodism was merging i t s  groups and developing its institutions, 

it was also gaining greater acceptance by the state. In  1831, fo r  instance, 

Methodist clergy i n  Upper Canada were granted the r ight  t o  perfom marria- 

ges and a privilege that  %oriferred distinction and prof it upon 

those who possessed it.n23 TNs r ight  had been restr icted primarily to  

Anglican clergy, with the prioilege being extended to Lutheran, Calvinist, 

aad Church of Scotland c l e r p n  under certain conditions. These conditions 

were that  the Justices of the Peace deemed it expedient and that  one mniber 

t o  the marriage had been a member of the clergyman's congregation f o r  six 

months.& Egerton Ryerson hrd travelled twenty miles t o  get  a Presbyterian 

clergyman t o  perform his Qlasriage service and John Ryerson had employed an 

Anglican clergyman at hia mami age Methodism was also included i n  the 

annual distribution of Clergy Reserves funds from 1841 through 1854. Dur-  

ing a five-year period, 1841 through 1845, the Church of England received 

41,197 pounds, the Church of Scotland 16,040 p o d s ,  the Church of Rome 

2%yerson, Canadian Methodism, p. 162. 

**Report of The Select Committee" t o  me bg i s l a t i ve  Assembly of 
Upper Canada, Harshall S. Bidwell, Chairman, March 15, 1828, printed i n  
Ryerson, Canadian %thodism, p. 205 

*%iyerson, Canadian Methodism, pp. 162-163. 



8,335 pounds, and Weeleyan Methodists 3,429 pounds.26 !Vhough this dis t r i -  

bution favored the three churches which had already benefited the most from 

s ta te  support i n  Canada, Methodist inclusion as the only other participant 

indicated increased acceptance by the state, 

The emerging comprehensiveness of Canadian &thodism by 1884 contrasts 

readily with the special enphasis of the early b thod i s t  menrent. Far 

from being a movement within another body, C d a n  Methodism i n  1884 was 

i t se l f  a comprehensive church organized along s t a t e  lines, Consolidation, 

not important to  a movement but essential t o  a major church, had given 

Canadian Methodism strength to  develop publishing and educational institu- 

tions. Inst i tut ional  development in turn qualified Methodism f o r  participa- 

t ion in  state grants. I n  o r g ~ z a t i o n a l  unity, ins t i tu t ional  development, 

and participation i n  state grants, Methodism had come to  reselable the three 

major churches i n  Canada, AnglicatxLsm, Presbyterianism, and Roman Catholi- 

cim, more than it reseabled chmches l i ke  the Baptists and Congregational- 

ists, Baptists had developed educational inst i tut ions but, consistent w i t h  

thei r  tradition, played a more independent role i n  Canada, They did not 

achieve organizational unity and, except i n  Nova Scotia, neither desired 

2 6 ~ ~ h n  S. Moir, Church and State i n  Canada West. Three Studies i n  
The Relation of Denonrinationalism, 1841-1867, (Toronto: University of 
Toronto Press, 1959), Appendix 4, p. 188, Distribution from the disposal 
of the Clergy Reserves in 18% was even more inequitable but the same four 
denominations participated, T'he amunt distributed was 381,982 pounds, 
Of this amount the Church of England received 64 per cent, the Church of 
Scotland 28 per cent, the Church of Rome 5.4 per cent, and the Wesleyan 
b thodfs t s  2.6 per cent or 9,769 pounds, Moirc, Church and State, p. 79. 
These funds were distributed by the British ~ar f i -n t  to  the parent 
church bodies for work i n  Canada, British Wesleyans turned the 
H~~thodist  share over t o  the Wesleyan %thodists in Canada. 



nor received s t a t e  support, Congregationalists were cooperative bu t  were 

too small t o  develop educational and publishing i n s t i t u t i o n s  of t h e i r  own 

i n  canadaaP7 I n  this study, the  term denomination w i l l  be used t o  describe 

the  comprehensiveness emerging i n  Canadian Methodism by 1884. 

The di f ference between a movement and a denomination i n  this study does 

not  p a r a l l e l  the  d i s t i nc t i on  between a s e c t  and a church introduced i n t o  

Canadian sociology by S.D. Clark, To begin with t he  terms used here a r e  

not synonyms f o r  s e c t  and church, The term s e c t  conveys a theological  and 

organizational  d is t inct iveness  not cha rac t e r i s t i c  of t he  term movement, 

which was indigenous t o  ea r ly  Methodism, Use of t he  term denomination, 

ra ther  than c h ~ b h ,  t o  designate a body with a comprehensive i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

and re l ig ious  l i f e  a l s o  appears more na tura l  i n  t h i s  study, The word church 

is commonly used i n  reference t o  any group of believers;  t o  r e s t r i c t  i ts 

appl icat ion t o  groups with a c e r t a i n  form of re l ig ious  organization seems 

unduly a rb i t ra ry ,  More important than the ac tua l  terms selected,  however, 

i s  the  way these terms r e l a t e  t o  each other, I n  Clark 's  terminology a 

re l ig ious  body was described as a s e c t  o r  a church depending on i t s  basic  

a t t i t u d e  t o  society, WThe sect ,n wrote Clark, "emphasizes the  exclusiveness 

of re l ig ious  organization; the  worldly soc ie ty  i s  something ev i l ,  of no con- 

cern t o  the  s p i r i t u a l l y  Conversely, %he church seeks the 

accommodation of r e l i g ious  organization t o  t he  community; the  welfare of 

socie ty  i s  something f o r  which it f e e l s  responsible, n29 A movement is 

*?When they achieved denominational unity i n  1906, Congregationalists 
represented only one half  of one per  cent  of the  Canadian population, 
Wilson, The Church, p. 71. 

28 
S.D. Clark Church and Sect  I n  Canada,  o or onto: University of 

Toronto Press, 1918)~ p. x i i .  



distinguished from a denomination not by i t s  a t t i tude  t o  society but by 

way i n  which it approaches society. A movement t r i e s  t o  reform society 

the 

t 0 

accommodate i t s  special  interest ;  a denomination t r i e s  t o  reform society by 

participation i n  a variety of questions. The Methodist movement on the 

Canadian f ront ie r  of the 1820ts, f o r  example, made i t s  impact on society 

chiefly by building up the f a i th  of i t s  members, By contrast, Canadian 

Methodism i n  the 1880's merged i t s  remaining fragments, launched i t s  

mission t o  the West, and engaged i n  the discussion of university federation 

almost simultaneously. 

The Methodist Church, 1884-1912, benefited from the high religious 

in te res t  characteristic of tha t  period i n  Canada. I n  the f i r s t  decennial 

census, i n  1871, 16.27 per cent of the Canadian population gave Methodism 

as t h e i r  religious adheren~e,~ '  making it the la rges t  protestant body i n  

the country. Methodism retained t h i s  lead un t i l  a f t e r  the  turn of the cen- 

tury when it was exceeded f i r s t  by Presbyterianism and then by ~ n ~ l i c a n i s m . 3 ~  

The l a t t e r  two bodies apparently benefited more from immigration than did 

Methodism. I n  addition t o  numerical strength, Canadian Methodism enjoyed 

an impressive growth rate ,  During the two decades ending i n  1881 and 1891 

Plethodist growth r a t e  was more rapid than t h a t  of the Canadian population. 

After t h a t  time Methodist growth r a t e  lagged behind tha t  of the Canadian 

population but numerical increases continued t o  be substantial. During the 

30~he Canada Year Book 1927-28. The Off ic ia l  S t a t i s t i c a l  Annual Of 
The Resources, History, Ins t i tu t ions  And Social Bnd Economic Conditions Of 
The Dominion, Published by Authority of Tine Honourable James Malcolm, PI. P., 
Minister of Trade and Commerce, (Ottawa: F.A. Acland, Printer  t o  the King 
Most Ekcellent Ihjesty,  1928), p. 123. Religious adherence figures on the 
census t r a c t s  numbered about three times the actual Y~thodis t  membership. 

31~y 1911 Methodism had been exceeded numerically by Presbyterianism 
and ten years l a t e r  by Anglicanism as well, - Ibid, 



decade which ended i n  1901 the number of Methodist adherents increased by 

163,107 to a new to t a l  of 1,079,993.~~ &%hodisti growth r a t e  was not un- 

related t o  the fac t  that  this was a period of high religious interest i n  

Canada, Arthur R.M. Lower described the period from about 1880 to 1910 as 

.the most zealous church-going era i n  Canadian h i s t 0 1 - y . ~ ~ ~  Actual church 

membership and attendance during this period may not have exceeded tha t  of 

the postworld War I1 boom of the 19501s, but other forms of religious 

expression were m r e  impressive during th5s ea r l i e r  period. 

The strength of The &%hodis% Church, 1884-1912, continued t o  be con- 

centrated i n  Ontario, Its books and major periodicals were published in 

Cintario and much of t h i s  material was written by Ontario members, Method- 

ism's strongest school, Victoria University, was i n  Ontario. The largest 

delegations to  the General Conferences were also f r o m  that province, A t  

the 1886 General Conference 184 of the 284 delegates were from ~n ta r io .~ '  

Growth i n  the West gradually altered this ra t io  but the Ontario delegation 

remained the strongest. A t  the 1906 General Conference the Ontario delega- 

t ion was still  sl ightly over half of the t o t a l  delegation, 160 out of 306.35 

32The Canada Year Book 1927-28, p, 122. 

33Arthur R.M. Lower, Canadians i n  The Haking. A Social History of 
Canada,  on mils, Qntario: Ungmans hmda Limited, 19581, p. 353. - 

34~ournal of Proceedings of The Second General Conference of Zhe 
Hethodiet Chmh, Held September 1st to September 23rd, 1886, In The 
Metro~oll tan Church. Toronto. (Toronto: W i l l i a m  Briaes. 78 & SO Kine: - --- x I - 
Street East, 18861, pp, lff, 

35~ournal of  proceeding^ of The Seventh General - Conference of The - 
Methodist Church. Held in St. James Chmh. Montreal. h e .  From 



I n  1918, when the delegation from the West reached its 

delegation was st i l l  162 out of the total of 374 o r  43 

tot~1.3~ ihe  

gates, 116, 37 

t ha t  from the 

evinced t h e i r  

peak, the Ontario 

per cent of the 

West was then represented by the second l a rges t  block of dele- 

After 1918 the Ontario delegation increased s l ight ly  while 

West remained the same ~ i s e . ~ ~  The Ontario delegations 

strength a t  the General Conferences by leading the  debates on 

the major issues, The combined e f fec t  of these factors  was t h a t  the  U f e  

of The Methodist Church was largely shaped by its Qntario constituency, 

As the la rges t  protestant denomination i n  the country, with a atrong 

constituency i n  the la rges t  and wealthiest province, The mthodis t  Church 

adopted an optimistic view of its ro le  i n  Canada, This optimism uas ex- 

pressed i n  an essay written by General Superintendent Albert Carman, i n  

1891, f o r  the centellnfal of Methodist work i n  Canada, For Garman, Method- 

i s m  seemed t o  have been "especially designed f o r  the American 

It had, i n  h i s  view, largely formed the religious mind of both Canada arsd 

the Unfted States  and had i n  turn  been invigorated by the " s p i r i t  of free- 

denP of these countrieseho This optimistic view assumed a promising future 

f o r  The Methodist Cht~cho Roman Catholicism i n  Canada was about two and 

s ~ o u r n a l  of Proceedings of The Tenth General Conference of The 
Methodist Church Held i n  The First Hethodist Church, Hamilton, Ontario, 
From October 2nd to 17th, 191U, (Toronto: W i l l i a m  Briggs, Wesley 
Buildings, 1918)) pe 100 

38~ournal  of Proceedings of The Eleventh General Conference of The 
Methodist Church Held i n  The Metropolitan Chureh, Toronto, Ontario, Prom 
September 27th t o  October Uth, 1922, (Toronto: Methodist Book and 

b s s 1 9 2 2 ) ,  p. l-4. 

39Reve Albert Car-, "The Methodist Church," Centennial, p. 238. 



one half times as large as  &thodism, but  it was numerically weaker outside 

of Quebec, I n  the anticipated growth area of Canada, the West, Wthodism 

expected t o  repeat the success s tory of its development in Ontario, 

By 1884 Canadian Methodism had moved a long way from its evangelical 

origins, a f t e r  1884 its denominational character was reinforced as it con- 

tinued t o  develop its ins t i tu t iona l  Ufe ,  increased its cooperative ac t iv i ty  

with the s ta te ,  and engaged i n  merger discussion with other denominations, 

A s  it concentrated on this in t e rna l  development and external  cooperation 

The Methodist Church fur ther  l o s t  touch with its e a r l i e r  outlook, I n  1912 

The Xethodist Church declared i t s e l f  ready t o  merge with Presbyterians and 

~ o n g r e ~ a t i o n a l l s t s , ~ ~  actual  merger was delayed u n t i l  1925 by division of 

opinion among Presbflerians, Lower has suggested t h a t  the Presbyterians 

swallowed the Methodists i n  this merger.42 !Rds suggestion was an eragger- 

ation. After the merger a t  l e a s t  one former Presbyterian, Rev, Ralph James 

Mhtehwar, f o r  twenty s i x  year8 a secretary of the Board of Evangelisn and 

Social  Service i n  the  United Church, was mistaken f o r  a Methodist, Plutchmor 

was described by Robertson Davies, then edi tor  of the Peterborough, 

Examiner, as "the o d y  old ranting lkthodist  still  i n  eruption.wh3 Yet 

mrge r  with other denontinations d i d  mean t ha t  Methodism was becoming l e s s  

evangelical, flAs a former PresbyterianYw EPutcfunor wrote, nI was a t  a lo s s  

Ll~ohn Webster Grant, m e  Canadian Experience of Church Union, 
(hedon: k t t e r u o r t h  Press, 1967), p, 43, 

4%wer, Canadians, p. 331. 

43Cited i n  Mufxhllor, The Meoiirs of dames W p h  &tchnor,  oron onto: 
The Ryerson Press, 1965), g, 9'1. 



to know why former Methodists i n  our Union were not more evangelistic.wu 

The Methodist t rad i t ion  in Canada did not cease t o  e x i s t  i n  1912, o r  i n  

1925, but  readiness to  merge with other denominations did r e f l e c t  the  

beginning of a d i f fe rent  phase i n  the l i f e  of Canadian Methodism. 

The thes is  of this study i s  t h a t  The h t h o d i s t  Church, Canada, 1884- 

1912, was primarily a denomination, Unlike a movement, which concentrates 

on a special  in te res t ,  a denomination i s  comprehensive in its in teres ts ,  

A mvement and a denomination each develops ideology and ins t i tu t ions  t h a t  

support its emphasis. The special  i n t e re s t  of ear ly  Methodism, evangelical 

reform, had been expressed ideologically by a theological emphasis on 

religious experience, called perfection, The i n s t i t u t i o n a l  expression of 

t h i s  reform in te res t  had been educational and worship s t ructures  designed 

t o  enable merabers t o  talk about t h e i r  faith, I n  The Methodist Church 

formed i n  1884, evangelical reform had t o  compete with a nnnsber of other 

interests .  Ideologically '??he Nethodist Church gave more at tent ion t o  qnes- 

tions basic  to Christian t rad i t ion  than t o  PIethodist distinctiveness,  In- 

s t i tu t iona l ly ,  the l o c a l  and portable s t ructures  of the Hethodist movement 

were overshadowed by the m r e  centralized, permanent, and complex s t ructures  

characteristic of a denomination. An aspect of this thes i s  w i l l  be the re- 

l a t ion  between the denominational enphasis and the weaker but continuing 

movement emphasis i n  The Methodist Church, Changes from Methodism's e a r l i e r  

posit ion and new s imi la r i t i e s  between Methodism and other denominations i n  

Canada w i l l  serve an important comparative purpose. An i d e a l  denomination 

did not exis t ,  but Roaan Catholicism followed by Anglicanism were the most 

denominational bodies, The thes i s  w i l l  be explored through study of one 
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question then current i n  each of four areas generally import- 

ant to  the internal development and external relationships of a church, 

The questions are historical  criticism, university federation, the West, 

and welfare representing the areas of theology, education, raission, and 

ethics respectively, 



HISTORICAL CRITICISM 

Canadian Hethodism cu t  i t s  theological tee th  on h i s to r i ca l  criticism. 

The development of a comprehensive church provided the necessary schools, 

publications, time, money, and s k i l l  f o r  theological discussion, Pbst of 

these resources had been unavailable t o  the i t i ne ran t  working under fron- 

tier conditions, When The b t h o d i s t  Church was formed the theological 

issue at hand was h i s to r i ca l  cri t icism, a topic of discussion i n  Europe 

f o r  a century and now entering Canada through publications and Presbyterian 

and Methodist professors, Discussion of h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm gave theology 

a la rger  ro l e  i n  The &thodiat Church, 1884-1912, than it was t o  eqjoy 

&terward, When The Methodist Church prepared to merge with other denom- 

inations, theological discussion was limited by a leadership more inter-  

ested i n  p rac t i ca l  questions, an inclusive a t t i t ude  toward the  t radi t ions 

of the merging bodies, and the conditions of l i f e  i n  a more secular Canada, 

Theological discussion had not been a notable feature of ear ly Method- 

ism. Unlike the Ref ormation churches which had been born out  of theologic- 

a l  differences w i t h  Roman Catholicism, and secondarily 6 t h  each o t h e ~ ,  the 

Methodist movement basical ly  assumed rather  than r e f o m d a t e d  Anglican 

theology, Luther had attacked the sacramental system of Roman Catholicism; 

Wesley and h i s  followers received the sacraments from the Church of 

England, The Reformation produced the doctr inal  confessions of the 



Lutheran and the Calvinist  churches; Wesley's basic writings were sermonic 

and exegetical, Wesley represented a special  theological emphasis rather  

than a special  theology. He differed from other Anglicans i n  his special  

emphasis on rel igious experience usually called perfection but  also referred 

t o  as holiness o r  en t i r e  samtif icat ion.  The latter term, e n t i r e  sanct i f i -  

cation, concisely distinguished Methodists from the majority of Christians 

nho thought sanc t i f ica t ion  was adequate without a qualifying adjective. 

The meaning of perfection i n  Wesley's theology has been apt ly  described by 

Wellman J, Warner as @a psychological process i n  which the previously un- 

integrated l i f e  was unified around m object capable of inspir ing loyalty.#' 

A s  a special  emphasis within an established t radi t ion,  Methodist theology 

required discussion only a t  the point a t  which it was distinct.  

Theological discussion was probably even more peripheral t o  the 

Methodist movement on the f ron t i e r  than it had been i n  ear ly  Methodism 

under Wesley, The i t i ne ran t  t ravel led a large c i r c u i t  and lodged with a 

d i f fe rent  family each night, These conditions promoted contact with the 

people, a Methodist strength, but gave the i t i ne ran t  l i t t l e  time o r  encour- 

agement t o  read and w r i t e ,  John Carroll 's description of a service i n  

Kingston about 1805 i l l u s t r a t e s  the primitive character of the  work, 

Carroll  was an i t i n e r a n t  i n  Upper Canada; the service he described was one 

conducted by two of h i s  colleagues, Case and Ryan. Case and Ryan would 

r ide i n t o  town, put t h e i r  horses a t  an inn, then lock the i r  arms and go 

singing down the s t r e e t  nCome l e t  us march t o  Zion's h i l 1 . n  By the time 

they reached the market place they had a congregation, Standing on a 

bel lman J. Warner, The Wesleyan Movement I n  the Indus t r ia l  
Revolution, (Tondon: Longmans, Green and Co,, 1930), p, 69, 



butcher's block, Ryan preached and Case exhortedO2 &changes with hecklers 

sometimes provided additional grass-roots color. The same sermon could 

last a round of the c i r c u i t  and be used again on a new c i r c u i t  the follow- 

ing year, Much of the preaching done i n  these f ron t i e r  circumstances l ike ly  

reflected l e s s  theological breadth than t h a t  which had taken place under 

Wesley s supervision, 

The low p r io r i ty  given to theological discussion by f r o n t i e r  Methodism 

was mirrored i n  the type of schools it established. The first Kethodist 

schools i n  Br i t i sh  North America were l i t e r a r y  institutions; though t h e i r  

arts curriculum included some theology, these schools did not of fer  special  

courses f o r  candidates f o r  the ministry. I n  t h i s  respect Wthodist  schools 

differed from those of the Roman Catholic, Anglican, and Presbyterian de- 

nominations, a function of which was t o  t r a i n  clergy. The Methodist schools 

did promote an educated clergy by encouraging c l e r i c a l  candidates t o  take 

the arts c o u r ~ e . ~  This type of school a lso had the advantage of integrat-  

ing clergy and l a i ty ,  But the schools of the Methodist movement, W k e  

those of the main denominations, f a i l e d  t o  t r e a t  theology as a discipline 

t h a t  required special  training. 

!though Ekthodist theology on the f ron t i e r  lacked refinement, it re- 

tained early Methodiamfs distinguishing theological mark, the doctrine of 

'~ohn Beelah Carroll, Case And His Contemporaries, (Toronto: Samuel 
Rose, 1867), Volume 1, p, 257, c i ted  by Thomas, Ryerson, p, 25, 

3 ~ . ~ .  Sissons, A History of Victoria Unlversitz, (Toronto: University 
of Toronto Press, 1952), p. 47, A pr ior  s tep towards an educated clergy 
had been taken i n  182S;when the Coaference arranged t o  supervise the 
probationary period f o r  t h e i r  i t inerants ,  Burwash, Wsthodist E d u c a t i ~ n , ~  
p. 320. This arrangement included some reading but it should not be 
equated with formal theological training, 



perfection. Ryerson c i ted  with approval Wesley's statement t h a t  Methodists 

were differentiated only from "heathens or  nominal Christ ians;  not from any 

tha t  worship God i n  s p i r i t  and truth.vh Repeating Wesley, Ryerson described 

the three main doctrines of Methodism as repentance, f a i th ,  and holiness. 

The f i r s t  was considered the porch of religion; the second the door; the 

th i rd  rel igion itself.' This par t icu lar  theological s t r e s s  was  on a change 

in  man, ra ther  than on the  nature o r  ac t iv i ty  of God, In i ts  expectations 

f o r  man, it was a demanding theological emphasis; but  it was also hopeful 

in t h a t  it asserted laan had the freedom t o  change. 

The f i r s t  s tep toward special  theological t ra ining f o r  Canadian 

Methodist clergy was taken i n  1871, when Victoria added a theological 

facu1%ya6 Though Nath-el B w o s h  and C.B. Sissons, both Bthodis t s ,  re- 

cord t h i s  development without comment, i t  represented an important change 

i n  Methodist educational policy, l lf ter thirty years a s  an arts ins t i tu t ion ,  

Victoria would now of fe r  theological t ra ining f o r  candidates f o r  the dm- 

is t ry .  A number of fac tors  may have motivated t h i s  change i n  policy. The 

first fac tor  was increasing complexity i n  higher education, In 1854 a 

facul ty of medicine had been added t o  Victoria and i n  1860 a facul ty of 

law. It must have seemed natural  then tha t  Victoria should o f fe r  training 

4 ~ o h n  Wesley, H&inciples of a Methodist M h e r  Explained, Works, 
Vol. 5, pa 333, American Edition, c i ted  i n  Ryerson, Canadian Methodism, 
P* 75. 

6~rdtially, the theolo@cal facul ty consisted of members of the a t e  
facul ty offering additional courses, 

7~urwash, n&thodist Education, p. 312. 



i n  the  other profession of the time, theology. Other probable fac tors  were 

the challenge of new ideas i n  arts and science and Methodist desire t o  o f fe r  

t ra ining i n  theology as sophisticated a s  it was offering i n  other f ie lds .  

Another factor  was surely increasing Methodist strength and unity which pro- 

vided greater resources f o r  theological study. Whatever the reusons, the 

provision of theological training a t  Victoria was a signif icant  departure 

f r o m  the previous educational policy of Canadiam Methodism, 

I n  a short  period of time theological study i n  Methodist schools was 

extended t o  other par t s  of Canada. I n  1872 an endowment provided f o r  the 

opening of Wesleyan Theological College i n  k n t r e a L 8  During t h e  next 

twenty years Victoria graduated 350 students i n  theology and Wesleyan grad- 

uated 150.~ Mt .  Allison i n  Sackrille, New Brunswick, an academy from 1843, 

added theology i n  1859 and became a f u l l  college i n  1862. It was actually 

the f i r s t  t o  teach theologp but had only a few theological students. 10 

Wesley College i n  Winnipeg was established i n  1888 as p a r t  of the  newly- 

founded University of Manitoba. Wesley College offered both theology and 

arts; two years a f t e r  it was founded, twenty of i ts t h i r t y  f i v e  students 

were i n  theology. 11 

Theological clubs cal led unions served t o  carry theological discuss- 

ion beyond the elassrooms. These unions were organiaed i n  the 1870's t o  

promote continuing education aatong the clergy. I n  1889 they established 

The Canadian Methodist Quarterly, which printed, along with other material, 

8~ i s sons ,  Victoria, p. 1L3. 

9 ~ w a a h ,  n & t h o d i ~ t  E d u ~ a t i o n , ~  p. 323. 

l%unash, "Methodist Education," gp. 324-325. 

ll~nnrash, "Methodist Education, p. 326. 



a number of the papers delivered a t  theological union meetings. This was 

the only theological quarterly then in Canada, and a f t e r  it ceased publi- 

cation i n  1895 another was not established in  English-speaking Canada fo r  

sixty yean.12 The topics diacossed i n  the quarterly included many on 

questions raised by his tor ical  criticism. In  these essays Canadian 

Methodists were not raising original questions; they were in general dis- 

cussion i n  Europe during mch of the nineteenth century. !the problem of 

historical  criticism, however, l ike  those of the philosophy of history, i n  

some sense have t o  be answered by each culture and generation. These essays 

by Canadian Methodists were important a s  a native response t o  questions 

which are enduring but which were particularly relevant t o  the scholarship 

of that  t ime.  These essays also took Canadian Methodism beyond its ear l i e r  

moveroent posture of asserting a special emphasis into a discussion of ques- 

tions basic t o  the entire Christian tradition. 

The establishment of theological schools and d o n s  did not man that  

all of Canadian Methodism was buzsing with theological discussions. The 

circumstances of the missionary in the West were probably as l i t t l e  conduc- 

ive to  theological enterprise as those of the i t inerant  i n  Upper Canada had 

been f i f t y  years earlier.  A portion of the Methodist rank and f i l e  in the 

West were l ikely among that  segment of se t t l e r s  who had l i t t l e  time or use 

f o r  books. A n  instance of actual host i l i ty  to  l i t e ra ry  achievement was re- 

called by Senator D a n  Riley of Alberta from his t r i p  west in 1882. On the 

train from Winnipeg t o  Regina he and a fellow passenger agreed to  be 

12The Canadian Journal of Theoloeg was established i n  19%. An 
interdenominational bi-mnthly, the Canadian Journal of Religious 
Thought, did exist from 1924 t o  1932. 



partners, To se l ec t  a partner was then a common pract ice f o r  anyone riven- 

turing i n t o  the unknown weston When they got off the t r a i n  at  Regina, the 

end of the s teel ,  Riley produced a box of books he had brought with him from 

Wince Edward Island. R;Lleyfs partner refused to have anything t o  do with 

books and they were l e f t  a t  Regina while the partners proceeded on t o  

Calgary by Red River c a r t e l 3  Though arrangements had been made i n  Regina 

t o  have the books follow when the  rai l road was extended, Riley never saw 

them again. Not everyone i n  Canada was enthused about books, much l e s s  

Methodist theology, bu t  through i ts  schools and union Canadian Methodism 

did refresh its somewhat bleak constituency with an occasional theological 

watering place, 

Victoria 's  facul ty  members tended t o  go t o  Germany f o r  graduate study. 

Methodist schools i n  the United Sta tes  and Bri ta in  had l i t t le  t o  offer, 14 

'%'he Lethbridge Herald, (11 Decenher 1947), c i t ed  i n  Wilfrid 
Eggleston, The Frontier & Canadian Letters,  oron onto: The Ryerson Press, 
19571, P O  lI.10, 

llrln American Methodism, as i n  Canadian, l i t e r a r y  ins t i tu t ions  
preceded special  theological training, Between 1820 and 1860 thirty 
four l i t e r a r y  schools were established. While one purpose of these 
schools was t o  t r a in  clergy, a prejudice existed against college training 
by those who feared men with this training would not be wilUng t o  r ide  
&muits, W i l l i a m  Warren Sveet, compiler , -~el igion On The American 
Frontier 1783-18h0 Volume 4. The Methodists. A Collection of Source 
' q ~ ~ o r l r ; u a r e  Publishers, Inc., 19641, pp. 66-68. 
The f i r s t  theolodoal  t ra ining was offered at  Wewbury Biblical  I n s t i t u t e  
established i n   b bur^,  errn no it i n  1839. But this school did not prosper 
u n t i l  it was m e d  t o  Boston i n  1868 and became Boston Theological 
Seloinary. G a r r e t t  Bibl ical  Ins t i tu te ,  manston, I l l i n o i s  was eetablished 
i n  1855, and others followed i n  the 1860's and 1870's. As was the case 
with the l i t e r a r y  schools, s o w  opposition existed against  the theological 
schools, and other in s t i tu t ions  l i k e  The Chicago Training School were 
established t o  provide theological courses without college preparation, 
E.S. Bucke, ed., The History O f  American &thodism, ( ~ e w  York: Abingdon, 
1964), volume 1, p. 570, Volume 2, pp. 651-655. 



I n  1889 four  Victoria professors, one t h i r d  of the faculty,  had doctorates 

from German universities.15 Arthur P. Coleman, i n  Natural Aistory and 

Geology, Andrew J, Bell, i n  Classics, and Eugene Haanel, i n  Natural Science, 

had doctorates from Breslau Universi%y, George C. Workman, i n  Old Testament, 

had a doctorate f m m  Leipsig ~ n i v e r s i t ~ . ' ~  The undergraduate trainiag of 

the Victoria facul ty was sol id ly  Canadian. I n  1900 Victoria had an all- 

Canadian staff of thirteen, e ight  of these were Victoria graduates, four 

were graduates of University College, and the other one was  a graduate of 

Albert college .17 

Histor ical  criticism18 provided the occasion f o r  Canadian Methodismls 

most intensive examination of i t s  theological base, Science gained l e s s  

theologicdl. attention, Evolution was generally accepted by Canadian 

l4ethodis-b leadership by 1889,19 and the broader h p l i c a t i o n s  of sc i en t i f i c  

151n addition, Ranc i s  H. Wallace, i n  New Testament, did aome 
graduate work in Germany, 

16~issons, Victoria, pp. 191, 192, l45. 

I7sissons, Victoria, p. 221, 

l%is tor ics l  c r i t i c i s n  here mans the  h i s to r i ca l  study of the Bible, 
Technically a d is t inc t ion  can be made between h i s t o r i c a l  c r i t ic i sm and 
l i t e r a r y  crit icism, When t h i s  i s  done, h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm re fe r s  t o  
external questions such as date, authorship, purpose of the  writing, 
and h i s to r i ca l  context i n  which the document appeared, X t e r a r y  cr i t ic i sm 
then refers  t o  in t e rna l  questions such as type of l i te ra ture ,  l i t e r a r y  
units, and strands of t rad i t ion  within a document. I n  this thes i s  
h i s t o r i c a l  c r i t ic i sm and l i t e r a r y  c r i t ic i sm stand together against  
dogmatism, For this reason the term his tor ioa l  c r i t ic i sm had been 
broadened t o  include l i t e r a r y  criticism. 

1 9 ~ t o r i a l  Note," The Canadian Methodist Quarterly, Volume 1, 
( J W  1889), pa 309. 



advance were not posed i n  a challenging Inadequate discusdon of 

science was unfortunate i n  view of i t s  growing importance, apparent i n  the 

general acceptance of i ts theories and i t s  increasing share of university 

curriculum,21 I n  the discussion of h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm tension existed 

between those who accepted it and those who did not. The e f f e c t  of this 

tension on the denominational comprehensiveness of The Methodist Church 

will be of par t icu lar  i n t e r e s t  t o  this chapter. The e f f e c t  of The Method- 

i s t  Church's discussion of h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm on the continuing movement 

emphasis on perfection w i l l  a l so  be of interest .  

Histor ical  c r i t ic i sm began i n  the  eighteenth century, mainly i n  

Germany. Johann Albrecht Bengel, of the seminary i n  DenkenBorf, was the 

f i r s t  t o  group the New Testament documents in to  families. H i s  commentary 

on the New Testament, Gnomen, (1742), was used by Wesley, Another German, 
n 

Johann Gottfried Eichhorn, of Gottingen University, was  one of the f i r s t  

t o  compare the Old Testament with other ancient writings. 

Ideas suggested i n  the eighteenth eentury were developed and spread 

20~ome of the  discussion was in response to an essay by G o w n  
Smith who raised the science question from a l i t e r a l i s t  point of d e w ,  
Goldwin Smith, "The Church i n  The Old Testament," i n  his Guesses A t  The 

jects, (New York: 
ulson WorkAlan 

responded t o  ~ m i t h ' s - e s s a ~  atha book, The old Testament Vindicated as 
Christianity 's  Foundation-Stone, ( ~ o r o n t o b  

21~n Britain, a generation ear l ie r ,  science as a theological issue 
had a lso  been second i n  importance to h i s to r i ca l  criticism. Here 
theological discussion of Charles Darwin's 'Phe Origin Qf Species (1859) 
was overshadowed by the controversy t h a t  followed the publication of 
Essays And Reviews (1860), a book of essays wri t ten t o  explain h i s to r i ca l  
criticism t o  a wider audience, Alan Richardson, The BLble I n  The Age O f  
Science, (Philadelphia: The Westrninster Press, 19611, pp. 6061, 



i n  the nineteenth century. 

Thingen University, dated 

From the 1830 ' s~  

the New Testament 

Ferdinand Christian Baur, of 

books according t o  where they 

f i t  i n to  Hegel's d i a l ec t i ca l  idea of h i s to r i ca l  development, A generation 

l a t e r ,  Jul ius  Wellhauesen, of the University of Halle, reconstructed the 

Old Testament i n  terms of the development of ideas. I n  Bri ta in and i n  the 

United S ta t e s  h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm developed i n  p a r t i a l  dependence on work 

done i n  Germany, The importance of the subject by the l a t e r  p a r t  of the 

nineteenth century is  a t tes ted  by the inclusion of numerous essays on his- 

t o r i c a l  c r i t ic i sm I n  the ninth edi t ion of The Encyclopaedia Britannica, 

published during the 1870's and 1880ts. One essay, by W, Robertson Smith 

of Free Church College, Aberdeen, described the growth of religious ideas 

i n  the Old ~ e s t e a s n t . ~ ~  Another essay, by Wellhauesen, described the 

e a r l i e r  Old Testament books as a compilation of several sources.23 

Histor ical  c r i t ic i sm entered Canada, during the  1870r s, through pub- 

l ica t ions  and through students who did graduate work i n  Germany, Britain, 

o r  the United !he churches mst involved i n  h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm 

i n  Canada were Methodism, Presbyterianfsm, and Congregationalism, Signifi-  

cantly, these churches were also more venturesome i n  other respects: They 

were the most independent from t h e i r  parent churches; and they l a t e r  merged 

%. W, Robertson Smith, "Bible," The Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
A Dictionary Of Arts, Sciences, And General Literature, Ninth Edition, 
Vol- 3, (16761, PP* 54b561. 

23~uliw Wellhauesen, nPentateuch and Joshua, BritaMica, Volume 18, 
(1885) PP. 515-525. 

Sy 1880 a r t i c l e s  i n  Methodist periodicals i n  Canada ref lected the 
use of h i s to r i ca l  cr i t ic ism,  Rev, Nathanael Burwash, #The Authorship of 
The Fourth Gospel, The ~anadian Methodist Magazine, Volme 12, (~ovember 
1880), pp. 469-470. 



t o  form the United Church of Canada. The two large churches most dependent 

on an European parent, Roman Catholicism and Anglicanism, were more slowly 

influenced by h i s to r i ca l  criticism. Dependence on an European parent meant 

tha t  these churches tended t o  receive t h e i r  theology secondhand. Canadian 

Baptists were quite aware of h is tor ica l  cr i t ic ism but, u n t i l  a later date, 

most of then were unsympathetic t o  it. *' Canadian Baptist opposition t o  

h i s to r i ca l  cr i t ic ism was probably reinforced by contacts with the i r  fellows 

i n  the United States, where Baptists and Presbyterians provided the back- 

bone f o r  the fundamentalism t h a t  developed i n  opposition t o  c r i t i c a l  theol- 

ogy during the last quarter of the nineteenth century. 26 

Of the two large churohes i n  Canada most involved i n  h i s to r i ca l  c r i t i -  

cism, Presbyterianism ins t i tu t ional ly  faced the problem first. I n  1894, 

tuo instances came before Presbyterian assemblies; both were se t t led  by 

compromise. !l!he first instance concerned control over theological train- 

ing at  Queen's University. I n  1891, Rev. George Munro Grant, principal of 

Queen's and professor of theology, lectured i n  support of historical. c r i t i -  

 ism.^^ Opponents of h i s to r i ca l  cr i t ic ism sought t o  make theology a t  

Queen's more t radi t ional  by bringing the department under the control of 

the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, as were the Presbyterian 

theological schools i n  Toronto, Montreal, and Winnipeg. A motion t o  e f fec t  

*~J.H. Farmer. WThe Relation of McNaster University t o  the 
Theological Trend bf the  Agesw The %Master University k n t b l g ,  (~ovamber 
18961, PP. 53-57. 

26~lmstead, Religion, p. 474. 

27~ill iam Lawson Grant and Frederick Hamilton, - Principal Grant, 
 oron onto: Morang and Co., Wok), p. 485. 



28 this move was defeated at  the 1892 General Assembly. But a more toler-  

an t  motion was passed; it stated %he desirableness of bringing the Theol- 

ogical Faculty of the URiversity in to  closer re la t ion  t o  the Two 

years l a t e r  a compromise solution was adopted which provided t h a t  the theol- 

ogical professors be appointed by the t rustees  subject t o  veto by the 

General The second instance concerned the teaching of Professor 

John Campbell of Montreal, I n  1893, Campbell presented a lecture a t  Queen's 

en t i t led  The Perfect Father o r  The Perfect Book. This lecture contained a 

moderate use of h i s to r i ca l  criticism; Old Testament passages which present- 

ed God as vengeful were described as imperfectly inspirede31 Campbell was 

charged with discrediting the scr iptures  and, the following year, h i s  case 

came before the Synod of Montreal and Ottawa, He was cleared by signing a 

compromise statement which sa id  Old Testament statements about the chasac- 

ter of God were t rue  but  were not the  whole truth,32 I n  recounting these 

instances, John %Neil1 observed t h a t  heresy t r i a l s  had not occurred since 

in Canadian Presbyterianism but rnen suspected of heresy would have welcomed 

a t r i a l  which never cam,33 WNeil l l s  comment r e f l e c t s  the assumption t h a t  

"The Acts And Proceedings of The Eighteenth General Asserrbly O f  The 
Presbyterian Church I n  Canada, (1892), pp. 25, 36, 

291+oceedings, Presbyterian Church, (1892)~ p, 36, 

3O~he Acts And Proceedings O f  The Twentieth General Assembly O f  The 
Presbyterian Church I n  Canada, (1%94), Appendix 7, p. 25. 

31~ohn momas HcNBill, The Presbyterian Church I n  Canada, 1875-1925, 
(Toronto: Genera3 Board, Presbyterian Church i n  Canada, 19251, p. 208. 

3 % ~ e i l l ,  Presbyterian Church, p. 209, 

331bide - 



denominations tend to be comprehensive rather  than exclusive i n  t h e i r  theol- 

ogical decisions, 

Presbyterians faced the problem of h is tor ica l  c r i t ic i sm ear l ie r ,  but 

Methodist discussion of it was more extensive, Since newer ideas can 

scarcely spread without discussion, more extensive discussion probably re- 

sulted i n  wider acquaintance with h is tor ica l  cr i t ic ism within Canadian 

Methodism, One reason f o r  more discussion of h i s to r i ca l  cr i t ic ism by 

Canadian Methodists may have been the i r  lack of an established theological 

tradition, Methodists depended more d i rec t ly  on the  Bible than did 

Presbyterians, who had a lengthy confessional statement i n  addition t o  the 

Bible. Another reason slay have been the particular in t e res t s  of leading 

Fresbyterians i n  Canada at t h a t  time. Grant wrote more about po l i t i c s  than 

about theology, Another leading Presbyterian, the scholarly Wil l iam Caven, 

principal of b o x  College, Toronto, wrote on doctrinal subjects. One 

Presbyterian who did write about h i s to r i ca l  oriticism, Professor Aadrew 

Baird of m t o b a  College, rejected it, 

Historical criklcism became a problem i n  Canadian Methodism following 

a lecture ent i t led  MessiPnic F'rophecy by George Coulson ~ o r k m a n . ~  A con- 

t r ibut ion to the  study of Messianic prophecy, the lecture, by its choice 

of subject, was part icular ly i l l u s t r a t i v e  of the implications of h is tor ica l  

criticism. Old Testament statements tha t  dogmatic theology had taken to 

re fe r  t o  Jesus C h r i s t  were taken by h is tor ica l  cr i t ic ism t o  r e f e r  t o  per- 

sons contemporary with the  date of writing, What had been the  precinct 

of a few professors and students within Canadian FZethodism became, w i t h  

%George Coulson Workman, *Nessianic Prophecy, The Canadian 
Methodist Quarterly, Volume 2, ( ~ c t o b e r  18901, pp. 407-478. 



t h i s  lecture, a subject of debate i n  periodicals and at  conferences, 

Workman was born i n  Ontario and educated a t  Victoria, where he received 

a B,A. i n  1875; and a M.A. three years l a t e r ,  After four years of parish 

experience he was  appointed t o  the facul ty a t  Victoria i n  1882, Two years 

l a t e r  he was promoted t o  Professor of Old Testament, To qualify himself 

for  this position, Workman spent f i v e  years at Leipsig University, Germany, 

where he earned a F'h,D, 

The lecture was given t o  the Theological Union of Victoria on May 12, 

1890, shortly a f t e r  Workman's return from Germany, Criticism from those 

who used the dogmatic approach t o  the  Bible followed imediately,  By h i s  

own account, Workman was able t o  give the lecture before the Toronto 

Conference tha t  summer 'only i n  the face of frequent interruption, n 35 

The controversy that followed the lecture was indicative of the broad 

spectrum of theological opinion tha t  then existed within The Methodist 

Charch. Lack of an established theological t rad i t ion  and changing scholar- 

ship eombined t o  promote greater variety of opinion a t  t h i s  time, Cr i t ica l  

theology predominated a t  Victoria while t h a t  which appeared i n  - The 

Christian Guardian was primarily dogmatic. The theology taught a t  

Wesleyan Theological Seminary, Wesley College, and much of t h a t  i n  papers 

read t o  the theological unions was moderately c r i t i ca l .  The degree of 

theologicd. training attained by the individual was probably a determhing 

factor  i n  his position on h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm,  O f  the four  men most in- 

volved in the h i s to r i ca l  cr i t ic ism discussion, the  two with theological 

and a-commentary on it from Worhants point of view. 



training, Worlcmag and Nathanael Burwash, supported c r i t i c a l  theology, Con- 

versely, the two without special theological training, Carxnan and Edward 

H, D-t, supported dogmatic theology. 

Controversy surrounded Workman un t i l  he resigned from Victoria ear ly 

i n  1892. The Board of Regents, whose meribers included Burwash and Dewar t ,  

aren from both s ides of the question, had attempted t o  ease the  contrwersy 

by transferring Workman from theology t o  arts. This t ransfer  removed 

Workman from d i rec t  teaching contact w i t h  theological students but permitted 

him t o  continue teaching the same material t o  arts students. Workman and 

others had been teaching in both faculties.  Unwilling t o  accept this com- 

promise, Workman resigned in protest. 

The question t h a t  became contentious i n  WorkHlianls lecture was predic- 

t ion  and fulfilment i n  prophecy, Historical cr i t ic ism replaced the  esoteric 

i n  prophecy with insight. I n  Workman's words, "instead of specially reveal- 

ing the hidden events of the future, it specially declares the concealed 

f a c t s  of the present, w36 I n  these terms, a prophet w a s  not a man w i t h  

special knowledge about the future but  a man who was perceptive aborrt the 

present. 

By Messianic prophecy Workman meant the  Jewish "hope o r  expectation of 

a great delivererw whorse coming would bring a "reign of t r u t h  and righteous- 

ness" and a mperiod of peace and plenty,w37 The prophets had expected a 

contemporary person t o  f u l f i l  t h e i r  hope, But the principles of this hope 

were capable of broader application and found t h e i r  r iches t  embodiment i n  

Jesus C h r i s t ,  Jesus Christ  was, wrote Workman, *the realized rather  than 

%orlcman, Wessianic Prophecy, p. 416. 

37~orknan, Wessianic P r o p h e ~ y , ~  p, h l l .  



the predicted Christ of the Old ~ e s t a m e n t . n ~ ~  Workman1 s basic insight tha t  

Jesus embodied the hopes of the prophets rather  than f u l f i l l e d  specific pre- 

dictions about himself became generally accepted by c r i t i c a l  theology, But 

Workman's explication of t h i s  insight  tended toward Platonism, a tendency 

t ha t  reduced the e th ica l  impact of the gospel. 

Criticism of Workmanls lecture was extensive, A moderately c r l t i c a l  

seven issue se r i e s  of a r t i c l e s  appeared i n  the f i thod i s t  Quarter% beginning 

i n  January, 1891, The se r i e s  was prepared by J.M. Hirschfelder, r e t i r ed  

professor from the University of Toronto, eat  the request of some Methodist 

c l e rgy~nen ,n~~  I n  January, 1891, Workman's views were also c r i t i c i sed  i n  

an e d i t o r i a l  i n  the Methodist Magaaine, written by the dogmatic edi tor  

W i l l i a m  He Winthrow. The April, 1891 issue of this publication carried a 

courteous cr i t ic i sm of Worklaan% position written by W i l l i a m  Caven of fiox. 

The most serious cr i t ic ism of Worlasants approach came from the  pen of 

huart, fo r  twenty years edi tor  of The Christian Guardian by appointment 

of the General Conference, and defender of t rad i t ional  dogma by his own 

i n i t i a t ive ,  Within a year Dewart had responded with edi tor ia ls  i n  the 

Guardian, an essay i n  the Methodist Quarterly, and the publication of a 

book intended t o  refute  Workman's .negative theory.n40 Dewart a lso  took 

a f i rm stand against Workman through h i s  membership on Victoria's board. 

3 9 ~ . ~ .  Hirschfelder, "Messianic P r o p h e ~ y , ~  The Canadian Msthodist 
Quarterly, Volume 3, (January l89l),  p. 1. 



Having heard there would be an attempt t o  r e ins t a t e  Workman at the next 

board meeting, Dewart s ta ted  i n  a January, 1892 letter t o  C a r m a n  t ha t  he 

was prepared t o  speak against such action a t  the meeting. I n  p a r t  the 

l e t t e r  read, "Burwash I hear accepts his explanationsn and "Burus and 

Johnston dl1 defend h i m .  !he case i s  serious. w41 Rev. A. Johnston uas 

pastor of !Trinity %thodist  Church on Bloor S t r ee t  i n  Toronto. I n  Dewart's 

$&pent  the s i tua t ion  was indsed serious. He concluded this l e t t e r  with 

a dramatic touch by quoting Luther's h is tor ic  words a t  the Diet of Worms, 

Were I stand, I can do no other. God help me, amen.w4* 

D e w a r t  was born in Ireland i n  1826 but  came t o  Peterborough, Ontario 

at  age six. He attended the Provincial Normal School, Toronto and became 

a teacher. He was ordained i n  1855. A promoter of a l l  Methodist causes, 

Dewart was a member of the Ecumenical Methodist Conference i n  London i n  

1881 and of the one i n  Washington i n  1891. A tower of strength f o r  dog- 

= t i c  theology, Dewart's dogmatism i n  theology carried over i n t o  pol i ty  

questions, where he was an immovable advocate of university federation. 

Arguing on dogmatic grounds, D e w a r t  wrote t h a t  the announcement of a 

lecture on Messianic prophecy suggested the idea of Old Testament predic- 

t ions  of the conring Messiah and the idea of fulfi lment of these preductions 

i n  the events of the l i f e  and death of Jesus C h r i s t .  Not finding e i ther  of 

these ideas i n  Workmasts lecture,  D e w a r t  objected t h a t  Workman had taken 

away both %he evidence f o r  the bss i ahsh ip  of Christ and the  divine 

41~ .~ .  Dewart, Let ter  to Carman, January 1, 1892, C a r m a n  Papers, 
Box 5 ,  General Correspondence, 1892. 



inspiration o f the prophets.n43 I n  refutation of Workman, D-t argued 

f o r  a correspondence between Old Testament predictions and events recorded 

i n  the Mew Testament, This correspondence was, he wrote, nso clear  and 

str iking tha t  it convinced many Jews of the apostolic age . . . t ha t  Jesus 

of Nazareth was the ~ h r i s t . " ~ ~  

Dewart1s argument suffered from the ex post fac to  problem, The 

apostles interpreted prophecy from the perspective of fulfilment. The 

apostles1 application of Old Testament prophecy t o  Jesus does not mean t h a t  

the Old Testament prophets had the  incidents of the l i f e  of Jesus i n  mind 

and were making predictions about him &en they wrote, This application 

means only tha t  the hope of the prophets f o r  a deliverer, unfulfil led i n  

the i r  o m  time, found a theological fulfilment i n  Jesus Christ, 

Support f o r  Workman and the h i s to r i ca l  approach t o  the Bible c a m  

from Mathanael B U X W ~ S ~ ,  Burwash favorably reviewed Workmanls doctoral 

disser tat ion on the Old Testament book of Jeremiah; he also praised 

Workman's scholarship i n  the classroom.45 Moreover, Burvashls own work was 

based on the historical. approach. An essay on Isaiah 52-53, a b s s i a n i c  

text, w i l l  serve as an example. This essay began with a search f o r  l i t e r -  

ary and thought paral lels ,  on the basis  of which the t e x t  was assigned t o  

lr%.g. Dewart, nA Brief Examination of Rofessor Workman's Teachin 
and Methods," The Canadian k t h o d i s t  Quarterlg, Volume 3, (~anuary  1891$, 
p. 81. 

%id. - The t e rn  Christ  is a t rans l i te ra t ion  of the Greek word f o r  
the Hebrew t e r m  Messiah. 

4%. Burwash, Whaacellorls Address A t  Convocat i~n ,~  Acta Victorians, 
Volume 13, (%y 1890), p, 6, 



an h i s to r i ca l  period, 46 

B m h  was born near St. Andrews, Quebec i n  1839. He graduated from 

Victoria Kith a B.A. i n  1859 and a M.A. i n  1867. Burwash studied br fef ly  

a t  Pale University i n  1866-67. He also studied a t  Garrett  Bibl ical  Ins t i -  

tute,  where he received a B.D. i n  1871 and a S.T.D. i n  1876, Burwash 

taught natural science a t  Victoria from 1867 u n t i l  1873, when he became 

the first f u l l  time professor of theology, H i s  proficiency i n  both f i e l d s  

helped to bridge the gap between science and t h e o l o q  i n  Canadian Methodism. 

Maurice Hutton, c l a s s i c i s t  and pr incipal  of University College, spoke 

appreciatively of Burwash's a b i l i t y  t o  integrate  the various branches of 

learning: "Theology, the humanities, and science too, went hand i n  hand 

fo r  h e 4  Bwrash ras secretary of the Educational Society of The 

Methodist Church, and i n  1887 becane president of Victoria, 

Burwash's most pointed argument fo r  h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm came in a 

l e t t e r  i n  support of Workman, I n  the  l e t t e r ,  Burwash asserted t h a t  the 

h i s to r i ca l  approach was "now recognized as the only legitimate method by 

universal modern scholarship. n48 I n  addition, Burwash credited Wesley with 

supporting c r i t i c a l  scholarship i n  h i s  day "when textual  c r i t ic i sm and 

historico-grammatical interpretat ion were beginning t o  win the victory over 

M~athuLael  Burwash, Wmi.ah lii. 13: liii. 12," B e  Canadian 
Wthodist  Quarter%, Voluree h, (April 18921, p p ~  lh&152. 

4 7 ~ i t e d  i n  Rev. Dr. A. l logd Sadth, "Victoria and s Century of 
Education,w On the Old Ontario Strand. Victoria's Hundred Years, 
Addresses at the Centenary of Victoria University and The Burwash 
Memorial Lectures of the Centennial Year, (Toronto: Victoria 
University, 1936), p. 135. 

48~athanael  Burwash, "To The Committee of The Bay of Quint8 
Conference re. Teaching of The Rev. Dr. Workman,@ January 31, 1899, 
printed i n  Workman, Messiamic Prophecy Vindicated, p, 75. 
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false views imposed by the dictat ion theory of inspiratione flh9 Wesley s 

Notes On The New Testament was ci ted a s  ref lect ing the c r i t i c a l  scholarship 

of i t s  time, Those who did not accept h i s to r i ca l  cr i t ic ism were discounted 

by Burwash as the @prejudiced opposition." 

Historical cr i t ic ism made a signif icant  contribution to an understand- 

ing of the Bible, A s  Workman and Burwash realized, the  h i s to r i ca l  approach 

provided the in terpre ter  with a richer understanding of the variety of 

l i t e ra tu re  i n  the Bible, an awareness of the h i s to r i ca l  context out of 

which each document came, and an appreciation f o r  Ule part icular  t h o u a t  

of the individual writers of the texts.  The use of h i s to r i ca l  cr i t ic ism 

made the Bible pract ical ly a new book, more varied and more human than the 

one available through a dogmatic approach, 

Dogmatists within 

negative and uncertain 

the cer tainty of the i r  

e i ther  be made through 

Canadian Hethodism rejected h is tor ica l  cr i t ic ism as 

i n  i ts  resul t s  i n  contrast  t o  what they considered 

approach, A dogmatic approach t o  the  Bible could 

a confession, which defined how the Bible was t o  be 

interpreted, o r  through some doctrine, which described the character of the 

Bible. A s  Methodist confessions were not themselves dogmatic i n  character, 

Methodists wfio used the dogmatic approach to the Bible usually did so on 

the basis  of the doctrine of inspiration. Methodism did not o f f i c i a l ly  

have a doctrine of inspirat ion e i ther  but some Methodists adopted the 

various ideas of inspirat ion tha t  had developed i n  some denominations a f t e r  

the sixteenth century Reformation, 

One Canadian Methodist who emphasized the doctrine of inspirat ion was 



Albert Carman, Carman was born i n  1833 a t  Iroquois, Ontario. He was edu- 

cated at Victoria where he received a B.B. i n  1855 and a M.A. i n  1860, 

Uke Dewart, C a r m a n  taught school f o r  a few years. I n  1858 he became 

principal of Belleville Seminary, l a t e r  called Albert College. He was 

ordained i n  1863, When the Methodist bodies i n  Canada merged i n  1884, 

Carman was elected General Superintendent, the highest off ice of The 

Methodist Church. He held t h i s  off ice until his retirement i n  19l.4. 50 

Canaan was more interested i n  world Methodism than i n  cooperation with 

other denominations i n  Canada, I n  his address t o  the 1898 General Confer- 

ence, C a r m  casually reported tha t  the standing committee on church union 

had not had occasion t o  meet during the past  quadrennium then went on t o  

urge Canadian part icipat ion i n  the th i rd  Ecunenical Methodist Confemme 

being planned f o r  1901 i n  London, England. These assemblies were described 

as %he ral lying and t raining days of the grand arny,* 51 

I n  this same address t o  the 1898 General Conference, C a r m a n  p i t t ed  the 

doctrine of inspirat ion against h i s to r i ca l  criticism, The offenders were 

defined as those who would say *the divine power, wisdom and glory are a l l  

&ed up and f i l l e d  i n  with human ignorance and weakness.$* If this uere 

admitted, the process would be easy, wrote Carman, "to s u p  out one block 

a f t e r  another till there i s  neither w a l l  nor foundation, rampart nor tower, 

5oThe office was co-chaired during the  first aml the l a t t e r  p a r t  of 
this t*. 

S ; l ~ b e r t  Carman, *The General Superintendent s Official  Address, 
t o  The FFPth General Conference of The Methodist Church, Held i n  The 
Metropolitan Church, Toronto, September 1, 1898, l e  & excerpt 
printed i n  The Christian Guardian, (7  Septenber 1898,  p. 5, 

52~arman, "Official Address,n 1898, p. 4. 



and they c a l l  this learning, and despise be t t e r  This typical dog- 

matist argument reasoned, unless the  Bible is perfect, untainted by human 

f a l l i b i l i t y ,  it might turn  out t o  be worthless. Concerning the offending 

advocates of h is tor ica l  crit icism, Carman asserted: We want not t h e i r  

odor i n  our inst i tut ions,  t h e i r  echoes i n  our hal ls ,  nor t h e i r  shadows i n  

our a s s e m b ~ e s . ~ a  

Carma,n explained h i s  idea of inspirat ion by an analogy of a Head of 

State  communicating messages through a secretary, I n  Carman's view, 

Wellington was able by means of a secretary t o  "give h i s  exact thought" 

t o  Napoleon Without obscuring the dispatch o r  tangling it up with an under 

secretary's conceptions o r  imaginations."reover a Head of S ta te  "might 

s e t  one under secretary t o  check o r  confirm another.n5' By analogy Car- 

argued t h a t  God was able t o  communicate as  well  as  men do and tha t  God's 

secretar ies  confirmed one another. Carman's explanation fa i l ed  t o  recog- 

nize tha t  a dispatch conveyed by a secretary does not convey the l i t e r a l  

words of a Head of State. Though the thought of a Head of S ta te  may be 

communicated by a secretary, the message i s  s tated i n  the words of the 

secretary and re f l ec t s  the secretary's own thought as well  a s  tha t  of the 

Head of State,  To receive a message from a t h i r d  party i s  not the same as 

receiving the message d i rec t  from the sender, The h i s to r i ca l  approach to  

the Bible r e s t s  on evidence t h a t  each %ecretaryn has l e f t  his own indiv- 

idual stamp on the message. Ute ra ry  and thought differences i n  the 



2- 
one airid but of two. 

Essays by Canadian b t h o d i s t s  on the doctrine of inspirat ion and its 

re la t ion  t o  h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm ref lected a variety of theological posi- 
w 

t i o m ,  The posi t ion of Rev. James Graham on inspirat ion and h i s to r i ca l  

c r i t ic i sm was similar t o  t h a t  expressed by Carman. G r a h a m  exercised his 
F- 
&* , igi wit by suggesting t o  h i s to r i ca l  c r i t i c s  the u t i l i t y  of an edi t ion of the 

i*e 
Bible i n  which the part of it not inspired was printed i n  larger  type than 

L 
2 
p- the part tha t  was inspired, Such an edi t ion would, he wrote, "be some con- 

venience t o  the c o m n  crowdYw who could not otherwise discern the 

difference. 56 

A moderate but  still dogmatic stance was taken by William I, Shaw. 

Shsw w a s  born a% Kingston, Ontario i n  184.l. He received a B. A. from 

F=- Victoria i n  1861 and a M.A. i n  1864, Shaw studied first f o r  the l ega l  pro- 

fession but then was ordained i n  1868, I n  1877 he was appointed professor 

of Greek a t  Wesleyan i n  Xontreal, where he became principal  tn 1894, Shawls 
-. 

poaition i s  representative of the f a c t  t h a t  theology a t  Wesleyan was laore 

dogaatio than theology at  Victoria, I n  an attempt t o  maintain t h a t  the 

Bible contained a hunrsn element but was a t  the same time infa l l ib le ,  Shaw 

wrote h i s  own version of the analogy of the message sent  through a secre- 

tary. I n  this version, a minister of the orom formulated the message 

- under the  direction of the king, This was the  resul t ing formulation, as 

Shaw described it: "The message i s  now the exact message of the king i n  

every word, and a t  the same t h e  it r e f l e c t s  the in t e l l ec tua l  cas t  and 

*R,ev, James Graham, wInspiration of The Biblical  WritersYn 2, - The 
Canadian Methodist Quarterly, Volume 1, (October 1889), p. 379. 



l i t e ra ry  s ty le  of the I n  this analogy Shaw fa i led  i n  his inten- 

t ion  t o  make room fo r  a human element, I f  the words of the message are 

those of the king there is nothing l e f t  t o  a t t r ibute  t o  the minister of the 

crown. 

The most adequate treatments of the relationship between inspiration 

and h is tor ica l  cr i t ic ism were those i n  which the writers checked the i r  dog- 

matic assumptions enough t o  permit them t o  take a new look a t  the nature of 

the Biblical documents, Rev. Thornas Voaden did so when he observed t h a t  

the Bible was "not a precise and formal dissertationn l i k e  a church con- 

fession, a legal  document, or  a sc ient i f ic  essay, Rather most of i t s  

teaching was presented i n  the  form of parables or narratives which l e f t  

room f o r  interpretat ion but which could be understood by those who read 

them sympathetically,58 In Voadents approach dogma was res t r ic ted  t o  an 

openness on the p a r t  of the reader to the content of the document, a reason- 

able requirement f o r  understanding any document. 

W.T. Davison used an approach similar t o  tha t  used by Voaden, Davison 

was a Bri t ish Wthodist  but h i s  essay was printed i n  the Canadian Methodiet 

QuarterQ, H i s  approach was t o  begin with a study of the  Bible and "the 

f a c t  tha t  it contains the records of the revelation of the Uvlng  GO^."^^ 

5 7 ~ l l i a g  I. Shaw, Vnspiration of Bible Writers," The Canadian 
L t h o d i s t  QuarterQ, Volume 1, (April 1889), p, 1%. Prior  t o  publication, 
this paper had been read before the Methodist clergy i n  Montreal. 

58~ev,  Thomas Voaden, "Reasons f o r  The Parabolic Method of Teaching 
in The Scriptures,n The Canadian Methodist Quarterly, Volume 3, ( ~ p r i l  
1891), p. 152, 

5 9 ~ . ~ .  Davison, "Inspiration and Biblical critic is^,^ The Canadian 
%thodist  Quarterly, Volume 3, (July 1891), p. 274. 



Davisonts approach was dogmatic i n  tha t  he began not only with the Bible but 

also with a statement describing i t s  contents. But Davieonfs approach was 

also h i s to r i ca l  i n  the questions it raised about the Bibl ical  documents: the 

s ize  of the canon, the various kinds of l i t e r a t u r e  contained i n  the canon, 

and the age and authorship of the  various books. Ironically,  the e f f ec t  of 

Dadson's conclusion was t ha t  a doctrine of inspirat ion was not necessary, 

Jesus Christ, upon whom the Christian f a i t h  depends, coulc? be reached only 

through the Bible but one could do this ,  wrote Davison, nwithout any elabor- 

a t e  theory as t o  what Scripture as  a whole is.w60 I n  Davison's view, the 

book of Hark and the four unquestioned l e t t e r s  of Paul were enough t o  pro- 

vide an adequate knowledge of Jesus Christ, 

I n  the discussion of h i s to r i ca l  criticism, some Methodists came t o  

recognize the changeable character of dogma, By describing the variety of 

l i t e ra tu re  and theology i n  the Bible, h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm qualified the 

dogmas based on this l i te ra ture .  The dogmatic approach could not be dis- 

tinguished from the h i s to r i ca l  approach by the cer tainty of i ts resul ts ,  

The dogmatist charaeterisation of h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm a s  negative i n  i t s  

r e su l t s  was p a r t i a l l y  valid,  but t h i s  was due t o  the stance taken by some 

h i s to r i ca l  c r i t i c s  rather  than a weakness i n  the h i s to r i ca l  approach. 

Workmanls essay provided a defini t ion of Messianic prophecy but, consider- 

ing it was ninety pages long, did not go very f a r  i n  developing the  i q l i c a -  

t lons of this definition. This weakness has been imitated by not a few 

h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ics .  The dogmatist characterization of h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm 

as negative also depended i n  pa r t  on an inf la ted  opinion of the  cer tainty 

6%avison, nInspiration and C r i t i c i ~ r n , ~  p, 279, 



t h a t  could be at ta ined by the dogmatic approach, The r e su l t s  of dogmatism 

were no l e s s  subject to the changing opinion and methods of scholarship 

than were the r e s u l t s  of h i s to r i ca l  cri t icism, Though changeable,dogma 

still played a ro le  i n  formulating the t radi t ion,  Even h i s to r i ca l  c r i t i c s  

approached the Bible with some dogmatic assumptions concerning i t s  contents. 

For the most p a r t  The b t h o d i s t  Church handled the problem of histor- 

i c a l  c r i t ic i sm with the tolerance implici t  i n  comprehensiveness, If Workman 

eased the problem a t  Victoria by his resignation, Burwash engaged i n  

c r i t i c a l  scholarship without interference, Workman's replacement a t  

Victoria, John F o  McLaughlin was also a c r i t i c a l  scholar. HcLaughlin 

began h i s  work at  Victoria, as had Burwash, as  a teacher of science. I n  

1892 he began work i n  Old Testament exegesis and a lso  taught a Sunday 

afternoon Bible c lass  t o  laymen, McLaughlinls students later taught theol- 

ogy i n  four of the six Canadian Methodist colleges, I n  his essay on educa- 

t ion  at  Victoria, A.L. S d t h  credited Buzwash and HcLaughlin with enabling 

k t h o d i s t  clergy and students t o  accep% c r i t i c a l  scholarship without loss  

of faith. 61 

A degree of intolerance was  operative i n  the Workman case, Victoria 's  

board attempted t o  solve the question by conrpromfse rather than tolerance, 

Moreover dogmatists implied t h a t  Workman's teaching w a s  unacceptable with- 

out actual ly  bringing charges against him, But his case w a s  not unmixed. 

By resigning f r o m  his posit ion of influence, Workman largely eliminated 

himself as a th rea t  t o  dogmatists and a s  a r e s u l t  removed the urgency of 

bringing the matter t o  a conclusion. His c l e r i c a l  status was technically 

unimpaired but  he was  unemployed. For the  next twelve years he supported 

'%mithy nVictoria, and Education, pp, 5 ,  139, 



himsex by pulp i t  supply and by writing, Though opposition to Workman's 

theology contributed t o  h i s  continuing unemployment, par t  of the d i f f icu l ty  

also lay with Worknanls insistence on a post within Canadian Methodism where 

he could use his special  training, One of the few posts i n  Canadian Method- 

i s m  t h a t  met t h i s  requirement was the one from which he had resigned, Had 

he been available f o r  other work i n  The Methodist Church or  f o r  a teaching 

post i n  a non-lssthodist school his employment prospects would presumably 

have been much improved. I n  1904 Workman gained a position a t  Wesleyan i n  

Montreal, but due to a recurrence of the problem the board fa i l ed  t o  renew 

h i s  contract beyond 1908. I n  this instance Workman suffered an injust ice,  

I n  e f fec t  he uas dismissed f o r  unsound teaching without having been exam- 

ined by the conference; the  board acted within i ts authority but indepen- 

dently of the means of discipl ine provided by The 14ethodist Church, 

Workman was still  a Methodist and s t i l l  ordained but without the post he 

desired, 

The Methodist Church d id  not have occasion t o  make an ins t i tu t iona l  

decision on h is tor ica l  cr i t ic ism un t i l  1910, when complaints over the teach- 

ing of Rev. George Jackson came before the General Conference, A Bri t ish 

Methodist employed by Canadian Methodism, Jackson popularized the resul t s  

of h i s to r i ca l  cr i t ic ism i n  h i s  pastorate a t  Sherbourne S t ree t  E4ethodist 

Church i n  Toronto, The Jackson problem arose not within his congregation 

but outside of it, when lectures  previously given in h i s  congregation were 

repeated a t  the Toronto Y. M. C, A, A s  might have been expected, the 

Toronto public was  l e s s  able than Jackson's congregation t o  accept histor- 

ical criticism. The problem grew when Jackson lectured i n  the United 

Sta tes  and Methodists there communicated t h e i r  objections t o  dogmatists i n  



Canadian Methodism, With the establishment of a committee by the General 

Conference t o  t e s t  Jackson's teaching, the case came t o  a to lerant  conclu- 

sion, The committee was unable t o  proceed f o r  lack of anyone t o  formulate 

charges against ~ackson, '~  Jackson had meanwhile been employed by Victoria 

t o  teach English Bible, This time the board remained firm i n  support of 

i t s  facul ty mernber and Jackson taught there u n t i l  his return t o  England i n  

1912, After 1910 no one n t r i ed  seriouslyn t o  in te r fere  with theological 

teaching at  Victoria, 63 

The wide var ie ty  of theological opinion exhibited by the h i s to r i ca l  

c r i t ic i sm discussion was contained within the coqrehensiveness of The 

Methodist Church, The absence of a confessional statement may have enhanced 

t h i s  comprehensiveness. I n  the absence of such a statement it wae d i f f i -  

c u l t  t o  show t h a t  a view was theologically anacceptable, More importantly 

Canadian Methodists tended t o  be theologically inclusive, When Rev, James 

S. Woodsooorth sought t o  resign from the h t h o d i s t  ministry i n  1907 because 

of doctr inal  reservations, a committee of the  M t o b a  Conferenee perrsnaded 

h h  t h a t  h i s  theology was *in  harmow with &thodist  doctrine.w64 The 

a b i l i t y  of The Methodist Church t o  encompaes a var ie ty  of theological 

opinion was  an i l l u s t r a t i o n  of its denominational character, 

Theological discussion i n  The Methodist Church revealed common tradi- 

t i o n  as well as difference of opinion. The t rad i t iona l  Methodist enphaslis 

6 2 ~ o r  documentation of the Jackson controversy see Margaret E. bang, 
@!€'he Po l i t i ca l  Career of NOW. Rawell,# unpublished Ph,D. thesis,  (1959)~ 
copy i n  Simon Fraser University l ibrary,  pp. 115-lh1, 

63~issoas,  Victoria, p, 239. 

6hKe,th &Naught, A Prophet I n  Polit ics.  A Biography of J.S. 
Woodsworth, wo or onto: University Press, 1959j, p. 32. 



on perfection was the common theological ground shared by Methodists. 

nMethodism was bornYn wrote Rev, T.W. H a l l  of Kamloops, Bri t ish Colunibia, 

* d e n  Wesley was born again, The doctrine of the d i r e c t  witness of the 

S p i r i t  . . . may be sa id  t o  constitute the first of our a r t i c l e s  of reli- 

gion, t&' This emphasis on rel igious experience acted as a W y i n g  force 

within Canadian Methodism; neither the most convinced h i s to r i ca l  c r i t i c  

nor the  most ardent dogmatist would have disagreed with Hall's statement, 

The discussion occasioned by historical. cr i t ic ism increased Canadian 

Methodism's awareness of i ts  t rad i t ion  as  a movement, 

Wesley had been influenced by communities tha t  stressed the need f o r  

personal rel igious experience. Fascinated by what he heard about Moravian 

communities i n  Germany, based on a shared religious experience, he v is i ted  

these c o d t i e s  i n  1738. For a week a t  Mienborn,  a community near 

Frankfurt, Wesley spent his days conversing with those who could speak 

e i the r  Latin or  English, Wesley's journal entry f o r  July 6 indicated h i s  

sa t i s fac t ion  with what he found a t  Marfenborn, "And here I continually 

met with what I sought for," wrote Wesley, "viz;, l iv ing  proofs of the power 

66 of faith.# The marks of t h i s  f a i t h  were personal reform and confidence, 67 

Though Wesley l e f t  these eommdties  f o r  a wider and morewarldly f ie ld ,  an 

The Theology of Other- Churches, The Canadian Methodist Quarterly, 
Volunne 4, ( ~ u l y  1892), PO 361, 



emphasis on religious experience remained a pa r t  of Methodism. 

Canadian Methodists who used the h i s to r i ca l  approach t o  the Bible 

affirmed t h i s  emphasis on the Christian l i f e  i n  the i r  theology, Burwash, 

who dated his acquaintance with problems raised by h i s to r i ca l  cr i t ic ism 

from 1860, met in te l lec tua l  d i f f i cu l t i e s  "in the quiet  of c lose t  communionn 

with ~ o d . ~ ~  Recognizing tha t  most men had l e s s  time t o  ponder in te l lec tua l  

problems than he did, Burwash concluded t h a t  rel igious experience, "rather 

than rational,  scient i f ic ,  or  h is tor ica l  i n ~ e s t i g a t i o n , ~  must be the basis 

of f a i t h  for  most men.69 The importance of religious experience i n  

Burwash's theology led h i m  t o  a s se r t  tha t  f a i t h  could f lour ish  i n  the face 

of theological disturbance, He c i ted  h i s to r i ca l  precedents to the in te l -  

lec tua l  changes of h i s  o m  time. Vhr i s t i an i ty  i t s e l f , "  Burwash wrote, 

"was a t e r r i b i e  subversion of the old Jewish theology, but it was Ufe from 

the dead so far as rel igion was concerned. n70 He similarly credited the  

Reformation and Wesley with overturning medieval dogmatism and Calvinist 

dogmatism respectively. Despite the theological problems of h i s  day, 

Burwash described religious l i f e  a s  advancing with *increasing s p i r i t u a l  

power and t o  richer prac t ica l  results.n71 

This emphasis on rel igious experience or  perfection was evident i n  

68~athanael Burwash, Manual O f  Christian Theology On The Inductive 
Method, Volume 1, (Inndon: Horace Harshall and Son, l9OO), pp. v-vi. 

70~athanael Burwash, Urtroduction,fl April, 1897, Workman, The Old 
Testament Vindicated, p. 12, 



dogmatists as well as h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ics .  Carman's dis t inct ion between 

Methodism and other denominations was t h a t  Methodism nemphasized the sp i r i t -  

ual, personal and experimental doctrines.n72 These doctrines were the ones 

tha t  were concerned Kith personal fai th .  Rev. Joseph W. Sparling also 

affirmed t h i s  emphasis on perfection, Sparling was born near St. Mary's, 

Ontario i n  1843. He graduated from Victoria with a B.A. i n  1871 and a N.A. 

i n  187b. I n  1888 he became the  first principal of Wesley College, Winnipeg. 

Though Sparling considered works l i k e  Paley's Evidences O f  Christianity t o  

be nunanswerable,n he thought they lacked the power t o  e f fec t  change i n  

men. He noted t h a t  such works had been i n  existence i n  eighteenth century 

England but l ives  were not changed un t i l  Wesley and h i s  followers "made 

the i r  appeal t o  the  innermost being of menn by preaching the gospel, 73 

Methodist emphasis on perfection resulted i n  a theology distinguished 

by two characteristics,  The f i r s t  character is t ic  was a c a l l  t o  individual 

responsibili ty and freedom of choice, When Methodism called men t o  sp i r i t -  

ual  l i f e  it asserted tha t  God intended t h i s  l i f e  f o r  everyone and tha t  all. 

men had it within the i r  power t o  respond, Failure t o  respond was at t r ibuted 

t o  disobedience. The c a l l  t o  individual responsibili ty and freedom of 

choice was the most obvious point a t  which Methodist theology nas formulated 

i n  opposition t o  t h a t  of other denonrinations, While Wesley f e l t  sufficient- 

ly a t  home i n  the Anglican church to  r e t a in  his ordination s t a tus  there, he 

72~arman, 'The Methodist Church, p. 245. 

3 .  J.W. Sparling, "A Trinity of Testimony, w The Canadian Methodist 
, Volume 2, ( ~ u l y  1890), p, 308. A s indlar  confidence i n  this 

expressed by Shaw when he asserted: %pir i tua l  l i f e  is 
be t te r  than a correct creed." Rev, W.I. Shaw. nLrLberalism i n  Theology -- - -  - 
Its History, Tendencies and- Lessons, The ~ahadian  Methodist ~ u a r t a r l ~ ,  
Volume 5, ( ~ p r i l  1893), p. 170. 



- deleted from the Anglican l i turgy  references tha t  weakened man's responsi- 

b i l i t y  and freedom. I n  the service f o r  infant  baptism, he deleted refer- 

ences t o  regeneration by baptisms7' These references drew at tent ion t o  

God's action i n  baptism, rather  than man's choice, By retaining infant  

baptism but reducing i t s  significance, Wesley took a position halfway bet- 

ween tha t  of the main denominations and the Baptist and other churches &o 

held t o  adult  o r  believers baptism. Wesley also preached against the 

Calvinist doctrine of predestination or  election, which M t e d  man's free- 

dom and responsibility. I n  a sermon t i t l e d  Free Grace, he argued tha t  

predestination made preaching vain because it was unnecessary t o  those al- 

ready elected and useless t o  those not elected, 75 

I n  support of the doctrine of individual responsibili ty and freedom 

of choicej TOW, H a l l  appealed t o  in tu i t ion  and t o  the Bible. Hall claimed 

tha t  men recogn i~e  the never-present element of responsibility" and tha t  

t h i s  implied freedom of choice.76 I n  support of this doctrine he also 

appealed t o  Bibl ical  t ex t s  which placed a choice before men: nHave I any 

pleasure a t  a l l  t h a t  the wicked should die, s a i th  the Lord God, and not 

tha t  he should return from h i s  ways and live?" 7 7 

The fac tor  t h a t  Arthur R.H. Lower, born i n  1889, remembered about 

the Ontario Methodism of h i s  youth was t h i s  c a l l  t o  responsibili ty and 

7 4 ~ ~ ~ .  Sutherland, "The Methodist I i L t ~ r g y , ~  The Canadian Methodist 
Quarterly, Voluae 3, (Januarg. 1891), p. 49. 

75~ohn Wesley, 'Free Grace, sermon preached at  Br is to l  i n  1740, 
Sermons On several-Occasions: By The Rev, John Wesley, M.A., with a 
W e  of The Author, ed. by Rev. John Beecham, (Iondon: Wesleyan 
Conference O f f  ice,  2, Castle-St., City-~oad), p. 359. 

7 6 ~ a l l ,  nPoints of Comparison, p. 369. 

77~a l l ,  nPoints of ComparisonYn p. 370. 



freedom. nHere was something dynamic tha t  got hold of a young fellow i n  a 

dozen different  ways," wrote lbwer, nand, i f  it did not make it ent i re ly  

clear  how the world was t o  be transformed, it a t  l e a s t  made it pla in  tha t  

%ramformed it ought t o  be.n78 This accent made it c lear  t o  the  individual 

t h a t  h i s  o m  money and e f fo r t s  were needed t o  help e f fec t  the transformation. 

The second character is t ic  of Methodist theology t h a t  resulted from em- 

phasis on perfection was confessional freedom. Unlike most of the large 

denominations, Methodism did not develop a body of defined doctrine. The 

Methodist confessional standard was limited t o  a type of preaching. Their 

preaching standard was t h a t  found i n  Wesleyts F i f ty  Two Sermons and h i s  

Notes On The New Testament, works t h a t  were adhered t o  not i n  a l i t e r a l  

way but as a norm. I n  the introduction t o  h i s  edi t ion of Wesley's sermons, 

Burwash described the freedom and obligation of Methodists i n  re la t ion  t o  

this preaching standard. Methodists were not bound t o  agree with the 

naccidental and personaln things inWesleyts  Notes and Sermons. "But 

Methodism demands,n Burwash wrote, i n  a l l  our pulpi ts  we should 

preach t h i s  gospel and expound the Word of God according t o  this analogy 

of A precedent f o r  this type of ~onfess iona l  standard was found 

i n  Paulls references i n  his l e t t e r s  t o  a preached gospel.80 I a t e r  church 

78brthu, R.M. Iarer, @y erst Seventy-five Years,  oron onto: ~ a c m i l l a n  
of Canada, 19671, p. 8. 

79~athanael  Burwash (ed. ) , Wesley' s Doctrinal Standards. Part  I. 
'fhe Sermons, With Introductions, Analysis, And Notes, (Toronto: W i l l i a m  
Wiggs, 1909), P. fii* 

80~uruash, Wesley's Doctrinal Standards, p. kc, the reference ci ted 
from Paul was Galations 1:b. 



polendcs had hardened this preaching standard in to  dogmatic confessional 

statements. 

The meaning of perfection i n  The Methodist Church was, however, l e s s  

emotional and more ref lec t ive  than it had been on the ear ly Canadian fron- 

tier, This change i n  meaning was  apparent i n  the loss  of sons members t o  

the Holiness Movement Church. The leader of t h i s  movement was Ralph Horner 

who had been converted i n  1872 a t  a Methodist camp-meeting near his home i n  

Shawville, Quebec, Horner subsequently t r i e d  t o  promote this type of exper- 

ience a t  Victoria where he w a s  a student. "It was," he wrote, na great  

trial t o  college professors t o  have me look them i n  the  eyes and ask them 

i f  they had the experience of en t i r e  sanctificationew81 These professors 

probably attached as much importance t o  "inner religionn as Wesley had, 82 

but were l e s s  emotional about it than persons who were sympathetic t o  caw- 

meetings, Horner refused t o  accept a c i r c u i t  from the Montreal Conference 

and designed h i s  own evangelistic tours, I n  1895 the Conference deposed him 

for  the emotionalism tha t  accompanied h i s  meetings, Horner organi~ed h i s  

followers in to  the HoUness Movement Church, but the movement was soon dis- 

rupted over different  interpretations of sanctification. Frontier Canadian 

Methodism had included persons who participated i n  campmeetings tha t  in- 

volved emotional and revival meetings had been held a t  Victoria 

8 1 ~ o ~ .  Horner (ed. ), Ralph C. Horner, Evangelist, Reminiscences from 

(Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 195t>), PO 311. 

'%yerson, Canadian Methodisol, p. 86. 

83~r. Nathan Bangs, the f i r s t  Canadian Methodist preacher, part ic i-  
pated i n  a camp-meeting a t  Adolphnstown i n  the western pa r t  of Upper 
Canada i n  1803, An estimated 2,500 people took part i n  the meeting which 
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as the 1850 I s ,  but  Wthodism had now become more restrained. The 

the Holiness Mwement, a movement t h a t  was too exclusive t o  have 

home i n  any large denomination, was a lso  indicative of the denomin- 

character of The Nethodist Church, 

i t s  discussion of h i s to r i ca l  criticism, The Methodist Church accom- 

a broad spectrum of theological opinion without organizational 

division o r  undue loss  of membership, The t r ad i t iona l  Methodist doctrine 

of perfection was retained, refined o r  rediscovered t o  resemble personal 

fa i th ,  but  was only one of several theological questions discussed i n  The 

Methodist Church. The existence of the h i s to r i ca l  c r i t ic i sm discussion i n  

Canadian Methodism was evidence of a denorninational i n t e r e s t  i n  theology; 

the character of the discussion ref lected denominational comprehensiveness. 

Intolerant  words and actions were sometimes expressed by individuals on 

both s ides  of the question, but, considering the importance of the issue, 

the church acted with tolerance. By doing so The Nethodist Church emulated 

a trait sometimes considered a special  strength of the most denominational 

bodies, Roman Catholicism and A.nglicanism. G.M. Grant considered tolerance 

and patience i n  questions of potent ia l  schism a merit lacking i n  his own 

Presbyterianism and some other churches but found i n  Roman Catholicism, 

lasted f o r  several days, The rel igious p a r t  of the meeting, which a lso  
served a soc ia l  purpose, consisted of singing, preaching, and prayer 
meetings he16 a t  intervals:  #AtSfive o'clock Saturday morning a prayer- 
meeting was held, and a t  t en  otclock a sermonan Following the sermons 
the clergy went among the people, exhorting the impenitent and comforting 
the distressed, Bangs wrote, "It was t r u l y  affecting t o  see parents weep- 
ing w e r  t h e i r  children, neighbours exhorting t h e i r  unconverted neighbours 
t o  repent, while all, old and oung were awe-struck,W Stevens' U 2 e  and 
Times of D r ,  Bangs, pp. 150-15 , c i ted  i n  Ryerson, Canadian Methodism, 
ppm 117-119. 
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since the Ref ormation, and recent Anglicanism, 84 

Theological discussion i n  The Methodist Church declined re la t ive ly  

a f t e r  1912, One factor  i n  t h i s  decline was change i n  leadership, I n  19lb 

Carm ret i red ,  a f t e r  having been General Superintendent since the forma- 

t ion  of The h t h o d i s t  Church i n  1884, The new General Superintendent, Dr.  

Samuel D, Chown did not continue Carman's intense i n t e r e s t  i n  theology, 

The f i r s t  general secretary of the Department of Temperance, Prohibition, 

and Moral Reform, organised i n  1902, Chown's main i n t e r e s t  was i n  ethical  

questions, By t h i s  time the other major participants i n  the old discussion 

had also ret i red,  Dewart had not been reappointed edi tor  of the Guardian 

i n  1894 and, a f t e r  1908, Workman was without a regular post, Burwash re- 

t i r ed  i n  1913 a f t e r  f o r t y  six years a t  Victoria, twenty seven of them as 

president. The retirement of these men marked the end of an e ra  i n  

Canadian k thodisn ,  Other fac tors  t h a t  contributed t o  a re la t ive  decline 

i n  theological discussion about t h i s  time were an inclusive a t t i t ude  t o  the 

t rad i t ions  of the merging bodies and l i f e  i n  a more secular Canada, Con- 

cerning the statement of union, John We Grant has observed: "It appears 

tha t  the chief concern of the framers was t o  include as much Presbyterian- 

i s m ,  Methodism and Congregationalism as they conscientiously could, n85 

Perhaps tolerance was extended i n  the merger t o  the point where theology 

became l e s s  important, With the growth of science and industry Canada also 

became a more secular country, Theology could still  be important, but 

8 4 ~ . ~ .  Grant, WCurrent Events,w Queen's Quarterly, ( ~ u l y  1893), p. 76. 

85~ohn Webster Grant, The Canadian Experience Of Church Union, 
 ondo don: L u t t e m r t h  Press, 1967), p, 33. 



there was increasing competition from expansion i n  the sciences necessary 

to  the technology of an industrializing country. 



The university federation question led The Methodist Church to  exam- 

ine  its ro le  in higher education, especially as this ro le  affected Method- 

ism's relationship to the s tate .  A uniquely Canadian arrangement tha t  re- 

sembled the connection between the provincial and federal  governments, 

university federation involved division of authority and responsibili ty 

between arts colleges and the University of Toronto. T h i s  arrangement 

suggested t o  Methodism the poss ib i l i ty  of gaining the bes t  of two worlds: 

the academic benefi ts  of a large university combined with the socia l  and 

religious l i f e  of a church college, The appeal of federation was denomina- 

tional; through federation Methodism expected t o  maintain or  increase i t s  

ins t i tu t iona l  part ic ipat ion in higher education. To enter  federation, how- 

ever, involved the r i s k  of being ewallowed up i n  a large university. More- 

over, fithodism could not enter  federation without changing i t s  policy from 

the operation of essent ial ly  independent schools t o  al l iance with the s t a t e  

i n  higher education. 

Dlniversity federation was a new departure i n  higher education, but it 

was not unrelated t o  Canadian educational t rad i t ion  which had included more 

limited cooperative arrangements. Higher education i n  this country devel- 

oped on a bed base of support, consisting of church, s ta te ,  and private 

sources. This development provided opportunity f o r  confl ict  and cooperation 



alike. An obvious instance of confl ict  was t h a t  which surrounded King's 

College, Toronto, h e r e  hg l i cana  attempted t o  combine s t a t e  endowment with 

denominational control. Objections raised by non-Anglicans, including 

Methodists, delayed the opening of King's f o r  sixteen years, u n t i l  1843, 

and then led t o  i ts transfer  t o  provincial control i n  1849, a t  which time 

it was w d  the University of Toronto. Instances of cooperation nzay have 

been l e s s  colorful  but were not l e s s  apparent. The church colleges i n  Nova 

Scotia received small grants from the provincial legis lature and s t a t e  

supported Dalhousie University had chairs endowed by a churche2 The church 

colleges i n  Ontario also received small provincial grants annually u n t i l  

1869.' The part icular  conbination of ins t i tu t ions  tha t  emerged i n  each 

province was the  r e s u l t  of loca l  conditions and i n i t i a t i v e  rather  than 

par t  of a single pattern, 

A notable form of cooperation short of federation was the  a f f i l i a t i o n  

of theological schools with a university, I n  Montreal, three theological 

schools t i f f i l ia ted with privately endowed & G i l l  University. The first 

school t o  a f f i l i a t e  was Presbyterian College, i n  1876, This a f f i l i a t i o n  

Iprench, Parsons and poli t ics ,  p. 1-21. 

2hesbyterians endowed the Chair of Mathematics a t  Dalhousie i n  
1863, This pattern expanded unt i l ,  by 1896, Dalhowie had three 

3 ~ t  first Victoria' s grant was 500 pounds annually; later the amount 
was increased t o  $5,000, The Federation Act of 1887 did not provide f o r  
grants to denominational colleges but they were l a t e r  restored, A.L. 
Langford, *Our College . , . A Retrospecrt and Pros ct. Victoria 1829- 
1892,. Acta Victori-, Volume 32, (Christmas 1 9 0 7 r  pp. 151, 1%. 



w a n t  t h a t  Presbyterian students i n  the Montreal area were encouraged t o  

take t h e i r  arts work a t  % G i l l .  In  return McGill made some adjustment i n  

the arts program f o r  theological students.' When it was  incorporated three 

years l a t e r ,  Wesleyan Theological College became the second school t o  

a f f i l i a t e .  I n  1880 Montreal Diocesan Theological College (Anglican) became 

the th i rd  theological school t o  cooperate. A similar arrangement developed 

i n  Toronto, where four theological schools a f f i l i a t ed  with the University 

of  oro onto.^ The Roman Catholic school, St. Michael's College, a f f i l i a t ed  

i n  1881. The other three theological schools i n  Toronto followed: Wycliffe 

College (law church Anglican), Knox College, and Toronto Baptist College. 

Through this a f f i l i a t i o n  each school was given representation on the uni- 

vers i ty  senate and s i x  courses taught i n  the  theological schools were given 

c red i t  as arts electives.' The afYiliation of theological schools with a 

university involved some mutual accommodation but was considerably l e s s  

than a federation; t h i s  a f f i l i a t i o n  was a form of cooperation between 

schools whose curriculums did not overlap enough t o  necessitate a r e a l  

division of authority and responsibility. 

Another form of cooperation short of federation was the a f f i l i a t i o n  of 

three church colleges i n  Winnipeg to form the University of lulmitoba, The 

new university, formed i n  1877, was a degree-granting but not a teaching 

university. Teaching was given by the a f f i l i a t ed  colleges: W t o b a  

h.~. Mastem, Protestant Church Colleges i n  Canada. A History, 
ro or onto: University of Toronto Press, 1966), p. 122. 

'Masters, Church Colleges, p. 95. 



College, St. John's College, and St. Boniface College, which were supported 

by the Presbyterian, Anglican, and Bo- Catholic churches respectively.7 

A r e l a t ive  difference i n  emphasis rather  than a division of course work 

distinguished the work of the a f f i l i a t e d  colleges from each otherO8 A s  

they had done i n  Wntreal,  b t h o d i s t s  cooperated i n  Winnipeg a8 soon as 

they qualified f o r  admission. Wesley College a f f i l i a t ed  i n  1888, when it 

met the staff The a f f i l i a t i o n  of arts colleges t h a t  formed 

the University of M t o b a  fu r the r  i l l u s t r a t ed  a willingness t o  cooperate 

i n  higher education i n  Canada but  was l e s s  than a federation. This affili- 

ation lacked r e a l  par t ic ipat ion by the central  body, which was an adminis- 

t r a t i v e  rather  than a teaching unit, 

I n  its part ic ipat ion i n  higher education during t he  years when these 

a f f i l i a t i o n s  were formed, Canadian Methodism followed a denominational 

approach. The founding of Wesley College was not motivated by the objec- 

t ions t o  Anglican claims t o  monopoly and rel igious tests which had osten- 

s ib ly  been important i n  the founding of Victoria. The Methodist Church 

founded Wesley College because it had accepted ins t i tu t iona l  involvement 

i n  higher education as an essent ia l  p a r t  of i ts work, This involvement 

had become important enough t o  Canadian Methodism t h a t  it follawed the 

7Morton, One University, p. 27, 

8 ~ a r l i e r  attempts had been made t o  consolidate higher education i n  
Upper Canada. The 1849 a c t  which created the University of Toronto 
provided f o r  the church universi t ies  t o  become theological schools and 
a f f i l i a t e ,  A more promising attempt was made i n  1853, when provision 
was W e  t o  assign arts work t o  W v e r s i t y  College and related denomina- 
t iona l  colleges. This attempt f a i l ed  f o r  lack of f inancial  provision 
f o r  the  church ins t i tu t ions ,  French, Parsons and Pol i t ics ,  pp. 267, 269. 

9b.sters, Church Colleges, p. 106. 
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example of the other large denominations and established a college i n  the 

gateway t o  the West, The establishment of Wesleyan i n  Montreal was a pro- 

duct of denominational in t e re s t  as  well, Wesleyan was Canadian Methodism's 

first s t r i c t l y  theological school, an ins t i tu t ion  t rad i t iona l ly  important 

t o  a denomination. The a f f i l i a t i o n  of Nethodist schools with other educa- 

t i ona l  i n s t i tu t ions  was a fur ther  indication of denominational attachment 

t o  more centralized and complex inst i tut ions.  The inclusion of Methodist 

schools i n  a f f i l i a t i o n s  was a s ign of Methodist s imilar i ty  t o  other denom- 

inations i n  its approach t o  higher education, 

The discussion which led t o  university federation was occasioned by 

the June 1883 Convocation address of William Nulock, Vice-Chancellor of the 

University of Toronto, I n  t h i s  address Mulock called f o r  a wider curricu- 

l u r n  f o r  the University of Toronto, especially i n  the sciences, supported 

by additional government fundsolo The church universit ies,  who uere a l so  

faced with the problem of increasing costs, protested against special  grants 

t o  one university unless they uere given r ights  t o  similar grants, The 

discussion grew t o  include the University of Toronto, the four a f f i l i a t e d  

theological colleges, University College, and three church universitfes. 

University College shared a crown-land-grant with the  University of 

Toronto, The church universit ies,  Victoria University, Queenf s University, 

and University of Trinity College were supported by the Methodist, Presby- 

terian, and Anglican churches respectively. Victoria and Queen's, both 

chartered i n  1841, had been the first active universi t ies  i n  wper Canada, 

Trini ty  had been founded i n  1852, a f t e r  King's had become the University 

of Toronto, 

1•‹sissons, Victoria, p. 162. 
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I n  the course of the discussion three a LI the university ques- 

t ion  were proposed: coordinate grants, a f f i l i a t ion ,  and federation, The 

chief exponent of coordinate grants was Principal Grant of Queen's, +Wore 

than one college is  needed," Grant argued, nwhy, then, if public support is 

t o  be given, should it be limited to one?"'' The point was pressed by Grant 

i n  four speeches over the next seven months and i n  a l e t t e r  t o  the Toronto 

Globe,12 While not unsound i n  principle, Grant I s  proposal f o r  coordinate 

grants was faced with a serious pract ical  problem, This problem waa the 

potent ial ly  high cost  of coordinate grants t o  a large and perhaps growing 

number of universit ies i n  Ontario, I n  addition t o  the f i v e  universit ies 

involved i n  the federation discussions two others already existed, the 

Roman Catholic Regiopolis i n  Kingston and the Anglican University i n  

London.13 

The second proposal tha t  emerged as an answer to the university ques- 

t ion  was a f f i l i a t i o n  of the church universit ies with the  University of 

Toronto. Affi l ia t ion was the  idea l  held by the Hon, Edward Blake, Chancel- 

l o r  of the University of Toronto, Blake had moved the 1867 amendment which 

eliminated grants t o  church universities.& In  his Commencement address 

%.D. Calvin, Queen's University A t  Kingston, The M r s t  Centurz 
of a Scottish-Canadian Foundation, 1841-1941, (Toronto: Press of the 
Hunter-Rose Co, Limited, 1941), p. 102, 

l2G.y. Grant, *The University Question--Principal Grant Speaks,n 
The Globe, Toronto, (18 January 1884), p, 4. 

' h n a n c i a l  d i f f i cu l ty  caused Western t o  suspend i t s  arts work f o r  
ten years beginning i n  1885, Masters, Church Colleges, pp, 113-13.4, 

&c.B. Siasons, Church and State i n  Canadian Education, An 
Historical Study, (Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 1959), p, 118, The 
grants continued u n t i l  1869 t o  give the church universit ies time t o  
ad just, 



on June 10, 1884, Blake spoke highly of the course taken by the af f i l ia ted  

theological colleges. Ignoring the federation talks  which had been under 

way f o r  six months, he urged Methodism t o  ncome hear t i ly  in to  l i n e  with 

our spsternn by following the theological colleges,'' This proposal was 

not acceptable t o  Methodism because it would have eliminated Victoria's 

primary reason f o r  edst ing. l6 Even a f t e r  the 1871 addition of a theology 

department, Victoria had remained primarily an arts university, 

The th i rd  proposal was federation. This idea was proposed by Burwash 

who, along w i t h  Dewart and Mulock, played a strong individual role  i n  

carrying it t o  completion, The federation idea was presented by Burwash 

t o  representatives of the University of Toronto, the a f f i l i a t e d  theolog- 

i c a l  schools, and the church universit ies a t  a January 1884 meeting initia- 

ted by ~ u l o c k . ' ~  Further meetings tha t  year resulted i n  the drafting of a 

twenty-two-point statement t o  be submitted t o  the governing boards of the 

ins t i tu t ions  involved, T h i s  statement provided f o r  a division of curriculum 

i n  the federated university roughly along the l ines  of science f o r  the 

University of Toronto and humanities f o r  the denomtnational universit ies 

and University College, Esch federating ins t i tu t ion  was t o  r e t a in  juris- 

diction over i ts in terna l  affairs and the s t a t e  endowment was t o  be 

'%ward Blake's address was  reported a t  length i n  "The Chancellor 
Discusses Sta te  University Endowment, The Globe, Toronto, (11 June l884), 
P. 9. 

161n 1850 ~ ~ t h o d i s m  had been prepared t o  accept a f f i l ia t ion ,  but this 
was a reluctant  acceptance i n  view of f inancial  pressure and the apparent 
absence of other al ternat ives a t  tha t  time, French, Parsons and Poli t ics ,  
pa 268, 

I fw,  Stewart Wallace, A History of The University of Toronto, 1827- 
1927, if or onto: The University of Toronto Press, 1927), p. 120. - 



The provisions of t h i s  statement were much l i k e  those of the 1853 proposal. 

which had fai led,  More enthusiasm f o r  federation i n  1884 suggests the 
* 

- desire t o  cooperate had increased after the settlement of ea r l i e r  problems, 

l i k e  inequality i n  the administration of the clergy reserves, 

i When the statement was submitted t o  the governing boards of the con- 

k 
cerned ins t i tu t ions  on January 9 ,  1885, it became evident t h a t  responsibil- 

i t y  f o r  action on the federation question would r e s t  substantially with the 
s 

F - Nethodists. The Senate of the University of Toronto accepted the statement 

SF and University College did not of fer  a separate opinion, T h i s  positive 
i" 

action by the Senate i s  not t o  be denied but  must be placed i n  perspective, 

The University of Toronto, its endowment "and aU. additions thereton pro- 
f. 

r tected i n  the statement, viewed federation from a secure position. Victoria k 
by contrast, faced the major upheaval of removal and possible economic in- 

E" 
E 

A 
security. The theological colleges preferred t o  remain i n  the i r  a f f i l i a t e d  

k. status,  Knox and Toronto Baptist, t rue  t o  the principle of separation of 

r 
church and state ,  recommended tha t  University College and the University of 

0 
t Toronto be united and t h a t  the church universit ies be permitted t o  teach 

f whatever subjects they wished, This re~o~mendation would have defeated the 

?i 
&. intention of federation t o  provide greater specialization through division 
L 
Z 

of responsibility, Queen's declined acceptance and urged support f o r  a 

F2 second university i n  Eastern Ontario, Victoria recommended favorable con- 

!& sideration t o  the General Conference of The Methodist Church upon cer ta in  

conditions. These conditions were: compensation f o r  removal costs; 

laWroposad Basis of University Federation, 1885," Appendix F, - The 
Universities of Canada, pp, 390-395, 
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of a l l  the colleges i n  the federated university; provision tha t  

of subjects could be made only with the support of a three-fourths 

i n  the Senate. Trinity s tated similar conditions but withdrew 

plan l a t e r  t h a t  year, Victoria alone appointed a committee t o  

negotiations. 19 

Hethodist i n i t i a t i v e  i n  university federation reflected this church's 

continuing movement emphasis. A l e s s  established theological t rad i t ion  was 

suggested as  one reason why h i s to r i ca l  cr i t ic ism was discussed more exten- 

sively by Canadian Methodism than by other denominations i n  the country, 

Similarly, the lack of established principles on the relationship of church 

and s t a t e  gave Methodism greater f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  respond t o  the University 

federation question, The Wthodist  Church had emerged from i t s  ser ies  of 

mergers with a coinpromise position on the relationship between church and 

state, The new church supported neither the principle of church establish- 

ment nor its opposite, the separation of church and state. These prin- 

ciples  were not indigenous t o  Canada and i n  a new question l i k e  university 

federation they retarded part ic ipat ion by the churches tha t  held them. The 

response of box ,  which had a Free Church background, and Toronto Baptist 

reflected the i r  separation of church and s t a t e  position. The Roman 

Catholic, Anglican, and Old Kirk Presbyterian churches, which had been most 

closely related t o  church establ ishmht i n  Canada, were also l e s s  ready 

than the Xethodists t o  exercise i n i t i a t i v e  i n  university federation. The 

Methodist Church, being re la t ive ly  f r ee  from e i the r  of these principles, 

19copies of the  resolutions adopted by the gwerning boarda of 
these ins t i tu t ions  are  printed i n  Nathanael Burwash, "Quadrennial 
Report of The Board of Regents of Victoria Uni~ers i ty ,~ '  Journal of 
Proceedings, 1886, pp, 207-217, 



was more f lex ib le  i n  responding t o  the  pressures f o r  cooperation with the 

s t a t e  i n  higher education imposed by the diverse population and the limited 

resources of the Canadian environment. 

Victoria's negotiations with the provincial government concerning re- 

mwal costs  were without positive results.  Premier Oliver Mowat's response 

by l e t t e r  expressed h i s  "great in t e res t  i n  the  proposed consolidationff but 

promised nothing.2o With regard t o  'equi table  compensation t o  the col- 

leges f o r  losses incident t o  entering federationYn wrote Mowat, "it is our 

hope and expectation t h a t  there w i l l  on the whole be no loss, but great 

gain.'21 This was a pleasant thought but not a helpful one i n  view of 

Victoria's estimated half-million dol lar  cost  of establishing a new campus. 

Correspondence over the question of a building s i t e  i n  Toronto met with 

only s l ight ly  more success. Anxious t o  have something t o  report to  the 

General Conference, Victoria's c o d t t e e  addressed repeated correspondence 

t o  the Department of Education. The Minister of Education, George W, Ross, 

did not give a specif ic  answer u n t i l  three days before the  General Confer- 

ence was t o  open. A t  this time Ross wrote tha t  Victoria would be able t o  

lease a s i t e  from the government "at a nominal renLw2* Financial pressure 

had always been a problem a t  Victoria and it became a f i n a l  hurdle t h a t  

Methodism had t o  get over before it could enter  federation. 

20This l e t t e r  dated March 20, 1886 is printed i n  Appendix 13 of 
Nathanael Burwash, The History of-Victoria College,  oron onto: The 
Victoria College Press, 1927), pp, 555 - 556. 

2 2 ~ h i s  l e t t e r  dated August 28, 1886 i s  printed i n  Appendix 13  of 
~urwash, History, pp. 560-561. 



The basic arguments f o r  Methodist par t ic ipat ion i n  federation were 

ar t iculated by Victoria board members, Rev. Samuel S. Nelles, B ~ s h ,  and 

Dewart. Nelles was pr incipal  of Victoria from 1854 u n t i l  his death i n  

1887. Nelles and Burwash outlined t h e i r  arguments a t  the 1885 Convocation 

a t  Victoria where Nelles addressed the convocation and Burwash addressed the 

alumni association. Dewart's major address on the subject was given a t  the 

decisive 1886 General Conference where he was the  strongest exponent of 

federation. These men argued f o r  federation on educational, missionary, 

and pa t r io t i c  grounds, 

The educational argument was t h a t  federation would provide be t t e r  edu- 

cat ion f o r  Methodist students without a reduction i n  the rel igious influence 

of The Methodist Church aver i t s  students. Federation would combine, 

Burwash s ta ted  t o  the a l d ,  "the compact college organization f o r  the 

culture of your students with the broad University programme f o r  the promo- 

t i o n  of a l l  higher learning.n23 Essent ial ly  the same argument was stated, 

a l b e i t  i n  more protective terms, by Nelles to the convocation, He claimed 

federation would conibine Wnproved in te l leo tua l  advantages" with "the same 

rel igious saf'eguardsn as  those presently enjoyed. 24 The educational argu- 

nent also urged more effect ive use of the conbined resources of church and 

s t a t e  through federation. The desire  of leading Methodists t o  combine re- 

sources with the s t a t e  stemmed from t h e i r  adoption of a denominational 

23~athanael  Burwash, "Dr. Burwash's Address t o  !he U d  on Urdversity 
Confederation i n  1885," printed as Appendix 5 i n  B ~ s h ,  IIistorg, p. 533. 

*~amuel Nelles, "Address of President Nelles a t  Victoria W v e r s i t y  
Convocation, Cobourg, Wednesday, 13, 188SYw printed as Appeniix 4 i n  
Burwash, =, p. 528. 



approach t o  higher education. Only thirty-five years e a r l i e r  the ed i tor  of 

the Guardian, Rev. J.E. Sanderson, had attacked the establishment of the 

University of Toronto on the  grounds of i n f i d e l i t y  and I n  

1885 leading Methodists had accepted the University of Toronto and were 

arguing f o r  greater centralization. 

The second argument for  federation was  missionary. Burwash's posit ion 

was t h a t  federation would promote a "broad l i b e r a l  Christian s p i r i t n  by 

bringing together students with a var iety of be l ie fs  i n t o  a common learning 

fellowship.26 A more aggressive mLssio- argument was asserted by Dewart. 

Ee urged Methodists t o  ntake the i r  f u l l  share i n  the control of the Provin- 

c i a l  ~ n i v e r s i t ~ .  The t rue  policy of Methodism was, Dewart stated, "to 

carry the  s p i r i t ,  f i r e  and l i f e  of Nethodism in to  the environments of the 

day.f128 The ins t i tu t iona l  aggressiveness of sharing i n  the ncontrol of the 

Provincial Universityn contrasted with the policy of the ear ly Plethodist 

mwement, which had concentrated on changing individuals, Wesley had said 

the purpose of Methodism was t o  reform the nation but he apparently thought 

this could be done without p o l i t i c a l  action; Wesley was po l i t i ca l ly  conser- 

vative himself and established a No Po l i t i c s  Rule f o r  his followers, 29 

251%e Christian Guardian, ( 3  April 1850), c i ted  i n  M.V. Royce, 
nThe Contribution of the Ykthodist Church t o  Social  Welfare i n  Canada,n 
(M.A. Thesis, Toronto, 1940), pa 128. 

26 B m h ,  "Address t o  The A l u m n i , n  p. 533. 

2 7 ~ . ~ .  Dewart's address t o  the 1886 General Conference was reported 
a t  length i n  "Dr. Dewart s Address, " The Christian Guardian, (15 se~tsmber  
18861, p. 7. 

29~oyce, nSocial Welfare," p. 9 .  



On h i s  first visit to  England i n  1831, George Ryerson observed the conserva- 

t i s m  of the Br i t i sh  Wesleyans and wrote t h a t  he feared the Wesleyan Confer- 

ence was "an obstacle t o  the extension of c i v i l  and rel igious l iberty.  n30 

The missionary argument f o r  university federation expressed the denomina- 

t iona l  assumption t h a t  Methodism should be ins t i tu t iona l ly  active i n  public 

questions. 

The th i rd  argument f o r  federation was patriotism. I n  the pa t r io t i c  

argument Burwash's broader perspective w a s  again evident. While Dewart's 

argument ranged from the provincial  t o  the national, Bumash's argument 

ranged from the national t o  the international. Dewart s ta ted that  a strong 

university would enable Canada t o  t r a i n  her own graduate students, and 

would lessen sect ional  fee l ing  by bringing together young men from differ-  

ent denominations and d i f fe rent  p o l i t i c a l  parties,31 Denominational assump- 

t ions were apparent i n  t h i s  argument as  well; patriotism was t o  be promoted 

by ins t i tu t iona l  development. Hethodist merger experience perhaps led 

Dewart t o  assume unity of sentiment would follow ins t i tu t iona l  unity, 

Furwash's broader view a lso  depended on ins t i tu t iona l  development. He 

asserted tha t  Canada's posit ion i n  the world depended on a strong univer- 

s i ty .  WNo nation can occupy a leading place among the c iv i l ized  nations," 

wrote Burwash, fl . . . except as  she had a large body of cultured men t o  

a c t  as  the educators of a l l  the  people. n32 Their specif ic  arguments were 

not ident ica l  but Burwash, Nelles, and Dewart a l l  urged tha t  federation 

30~oyce, Social  14elfare,n p. 11. 

3l1bid. - 
32~urwash, nAddress t o  The A l u m n i , "  p. 530. 



would provide The Ikthodist  Church and Canada with educational, missionary, 

and pa t r io t i c  advantages. These arguments were the product of a denomina- 

t ional  approach to  higher education. A movement approach would have been 

t o  d i r ec t  Methodist involvement i n  the provincial university t o  the estab- 

lishment of cell-groups among interested persons. The Plethodist movement, 

i n  fac t ,  originated with a group of Oxford students who adopted a religious 

discipline, 

Opposition t o  federation i n  The &thodist Church, however, was almost 

as  strong as  argument f o r  it. Loyalties t o  Cobourg and a more individual- 

i s t i c  view of the mission of The Methodist Church were among the  factors  

operating against federation.33 Opposition to federation was led  by Rev. 

Alexander Sutherland, who had been chairman of the committee t h a t  had 

negotiated the formation of The %thodist Church i n  1884 and who continued 

as General Secretary of Missions i n  the new church. Like the major promo- 

t e r s  of federation, he was a member of Victorials board. Sutherlandls 

c o d t m e n t  t o  a strong, independent Methodist Church w a s  ref lected i n  his 

proposal f o r  one cent ra l  Methodist university i n  A s  Methodism 

already had two universi t ies  i n  Canada this proposal had problems of its 

own. Sutherland had a precedent i n  the recent history of Canadian Plethod- 

i s m  i n  which this church had established i t s  own universities, But he 

f a i l ed  t o  ident ify with Methodismls f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  responding t o  a new 

situation. 

3 3 ~  references t o  fur ther  discussion of federation see Burwash, 
History, pp. 318-323; and Wallace, His toq ,  p. 124. 

Alexander Satherland, "Our Traditional Policy1 at  The Coming 
General C ~ n f e r e n c e , ~  The Canadian Methodist klagaaine, (August 1886), p. 161. 



Two of the cent ra l  figures i n  the h is tor ica l  cr i t ic ism discussion, 

D e w a r t  and Workman changed roles  in the university federation question. 35 

The t r ad i t iona l i s t  i n  theology, D e w a r t  was venturesome i n  t h i s  pract ical  

question where h i s to r i ca l  c r i t i c  Workman wook a t radi t ional  stance. While 

Dewart was an immovable advocate of federation, Workman urged t h a t  Victoria 

remain an independent university i n  Cobourg. From G e r q ,  Workman wrote 

a lengthy l e t t e r  t o  the student publication Acta ~ i c t o r i a n a . ~ ~  The l e t t e r ,  

which resenbled an essay on the  subject, seemed out of touch with condi- 

t ions at  Victoria. Concerning the f inancial  question, f o r  instance, 

Workman c i ted  the increasing endowments of Yale and Hamard universit ies 

as evidence t h a t  independent universit ies were l ike ly  t o  become wealthier 

than s t a t e  u n i ~ e r s i t i e s . ~ ~  To turn away from a promising independent exis- 

tence and enter federation would be, i n  Workmants view, a humiliation fo r  

victoria. 38 Workman1 s f inancial  prediction was already proving unapplicable 

t o  Methodist universi t ies  i n  the United States,  several of which became pub- 

l i c  ins t i tu t ions  between 1880 and 1900 t o  gain a broader base of support.39 

35The other two major participants i n  the  h is tor ica l  cr i t ic ism dis- 
cussion both supported federation i n  some degree. Carman took p a r t  i n  a 
schedule of speaking engagements arranged by Burwash t o  promote federation 
i n  the Ontario and Quebec conferences, N. Burwash, Letter t o  Carman, 
July 26, 1884, C a r m a n  Papers, (United Church Archives, Victoria university), 
Box 3, File 12. 

%.c. Worlunan, "University Confederation. Pro ession or  Retro- 
gression," Acta Victoriana, Volume 9 ,  (~ovember 1 8 8 5 r  pp. 6-9; fur ther  
installments of the l e t t e r  appeared in  the January through May 1886 issues 
of Acta Victoriana. 

37~orlanen l e t t e r ,  Acta Victoriana, Volume 9, (March 1886), p. 8. 

38~orknan l a t t e r ,  Acta Victoriana, Volume 9,  r arch 1886), p. 7. 
39 Royce, nSocialWelfare,n P. 27. 
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The prediction must also have seemed unlikely t o  the Victoria administra- 

t ion  which had always been plagued wi%h financial. d i f f icu l t ies ,  

With the approach of the 1886 General Conference the federation issue 

boiled down t o  the courage t o  take i n i t i a t i v e  i n  a new situation, The 

withdrawal of the other church universit ies and the lack of a specific 

commitment f o r  removal assistance from the  provincial government made 

 victoria*^ position i n  the proposed federation much l e s s  secure. When a 

pre-conference attempt t o  r a i s e  funds f o r  removal bogged down B m s h  l o s t  

h i s  nerve, He was s t i l l  i n  favor of federation i n  principle but found it 

necessary t o  abandon the i d e a l  fo r  f inancial  reasons. It then seemed t o  

him t h a t  the  required half million dol lars  f o r  removal could not be raised 

within Methodism because of the  pressure of missionary and clergy salary 

c o ~ t t s . ~ ~  Nelles, who was sensitive about the de ta i l s  of federation, 

changed h i s  mind when the conditions or iginal ly s tated by the Victoria 

board were not met, Upon receipt  of the l e t t e r  from Ross promising only a 

s i t e  a t  a nominal rent,  Victoria's board changed i t s  previous resolution 

f o r  favorable action by the  General Conference and now submitted the ques- 

t ion  t o  the General Conference "without any expression of opinionR as t o  

the desired action. 41 

A t  the General Conference the debate was between the  v i r tue  of an 

independent t rad i t ion  and t h a t  of ins t i tu t iona l  involvement. Sutherland 

spoke f o r  independence and forecasted disastrous r e su l t s  from federation, 

l ro~athaaasl  Burwash, nUni.versity Confederation, The Globe, Toronto, 
(30 August 1886), p. 4. 

4%unash, "Report of the Board of Regents," p. 200. 



f I n  a one and three quarter hour address he warned the delegates against 
! 

being swallowed up i n  federation. "They night," he said, "go in to  it and 

i n  a year o r  two coalesce and disappear entirely,"42 This speech provides 

a sharp contrast  t o  the dynamic Methodism described elsewhere by Sutherland. 

I n  h i s  volume on Methodism i n  Canada, he credited Nethodism with shaping 

the educational policy of whole provinces and of leavening the theology of 

other denominationseh3 IXke Wesley's idea of reforming the nation, Sother- 

land's idea of shaping educational policy lacked an ins t i tu t iona l  point of 

contact, Apparently Sutherland, l i k e  Wesley, expected Methodism t o  make 

i t s  impact on the nation primarily by the act ion of individuals, Deuart, 

who had never wavered i n  h i s  support f o r  f e d e r a t i ~ n , ~ ~  spoke f o r  in s t i tu -  

t i ona l  involvement. He urged Canadian Methodists t o  "take t h e i r  f u l l  share 

i n  moulding the character and l i f e  of the country i n  its chief educational 

centre, n 45 

The courage t o  go through with federation a t  the General Conference 

was f i n a l l y  displayed by the laymen, The i n t e r e s t  of laymen i n  the feder- 

a t ion question was apparent f r o m  t h e i r  attendance i n  large numbers, 

Attendance a t  some of the General Conference sessions was estimated a t  

42Alexander Sutherland's address t o  the 1886 General Conference was 
reported a t  length i n  "Dr, Sutherland's Address," The Christian Guardian, 
(15 Septe&er 1886), p, 6, 

43Alexander Sutherland, Methodism i n  Canada, Its Work and Its 
Storg,  o or onto: Methodist Mission Rooms, 1904), p, 6, 

%.H. Dewart, "College Federation. A New Departure, " The Christian 
Guardian, (1 September 1886), p. 8, 



2,000, several times t h a t  of the delegation which numbered 284. Visitors 

during the federation debate included Blake, Nulock, I4owat, ROSS, and Prime 

Khister S i r  John A. Macdonald. The Prime Minister eased the tension f o r  

a moment by a reference t o  himself as Saul among the prophets.46 The lay- 

men were the only ones with the means t o  solve the immediate f inancia l  

problem, Their response made federation possible. During the  three day 

debate on federation laymen offered $85,000. i n  f inancia l  support. Mr. 

George A. Cox offered $30,000. f o r  himself and $30,000. f o r  W. W. 

Gooderham, Aon. John Macdonald offered $25,000.~~ Macdonald was a menber 

of both the University of Toronto Senate and the Victoria board. It was  

through Mhcdonald tha t  Mulock f i r s t  approached Nelles with a view t o  naff i l -  

i a t i o n ~ . ' ~  Together these offers,  comprising about one f i f t h  of the funds 

needed f o r  removal. t o  Toronto, were a posit ive reply t o  the f inancial  

problem. The posi t ive vote on the  federation question was also carried by 

the laymen, When the vote was talcen a t  11:30 p. m, on September 9, the 

laymen voted i n  the affirmative 72 t o  47, The clergy divided evenly 66 t o  

66, with Burwash and Nelles voting i n  the negativeOh9 The laymen had been 

given representation a t  the General Conference only twelve years e a r l i e r  

but were already exerting a s ignif icant  influence on i t s  decisions. 

46Sissons, History, p. 180. 

47Burvash, History, p. 343. 

I r8~i l l ia ,m James loudon, S i r  Villiam Hulock. A Short Biographsr, 
 o or onto: The IYacmillan Company of Canada Limited, 1932), p. 76. 

Ir9~ournal of Proceedings, 1886, pp. 60-61. 



This increased ro le  f o r  layreen was a further  mark of the denodnational 

emphasis i n  The Methodist Church, I n  the early Methodist movement Wesley 

had refused t o  share authority even with h i s  leading clergy. With the 

death of the founder some democratization became necessary and administra- 

t ive  control f e l l  t o  a committee, Small &thodist  groups l ike  the Primative 

Nethodist Church and the Bible Christians had lay  representation a t  the i r  

conferences from the time they were founded. I n  1874 Idesleyans i n  Canada 

accepted lay  representation to the  General Conference, two years a f t e r  th i s  

step had been taken by the Methodist Episcopal Church i n  the United Sta tes  

and a few yeears before it was taken by Wesleyans i n  ~ r i t a i n . ~ '  Though the 

ro le  of laymen was growing i n  The Nethodist Church it seems t o  have been 

behind tha t  of other denominations on important comrrdttees. A t  the 1889 

meeting with Anglicans and Presbyterians t o  discuss merger, Methodism had 

the smallest proportion of laymen on the i r  committee, two out of fourteen, 

as compared with f ive  out of fourteen fo r  the Presbyterians, and eight out 

of t h i r t y  f o r  the Anglicans. 51 

The 1886 Gemral Conference was decisive f o r  university federation. 

The provincial government followed i n  1887 with the necessary revision of 

the Education Act. Further obstacles, including a court injunction which 

sought t o  prevent removal from Cobourg, delayed but  could not prevent 

Victoriats  entry in to  federation. The new campus opened f o r  students i n  

Queen's Park i n  Toronto i n  1892. The l a t e r  addition of two other denomina- 

t ional  universit ies completed the federation program. Trini ty entered 

50~oyce ,w~ocia l  Welfare, pp. 31, 94, 95. 

s1~homas Re Millman, "The Conference on Christian Udty, Toronto, 
1889," Canadian Journal of T h e o l o ~ ,  Volume 3, ( J ~ Y  1957), p, 168, 



federation i n  1892. St. H c h a e l t s  added arts t o  i t s  program and followed 

i n  1910, The entrance of Anglicanism and Roman Catholicism as the only 

other partners confirmed the denominational character of par t ic ipat ion i n  

university federation, The federation question was of i n t e r e s t  t o  denomina- 

tions, not t o  churches with a more independent tradition. 

The independence of the Presbyterians may have been due t o  t h e i r  in- 

dividuaUsm. The followers of Calvin had been the backbone of the  

Protestant Ethic, with its rugged individualism. This individualism was 

apparent i n  a paper read by Principal Grant t o  the Evangelical Alliance a t  

an 1394 meeting i n  Chicago, Grant noted t h a t  church mergers had been taking 

place i n  Canada and Sabbath observance was general but t h a t  the  tone of 

p o l i t i c a l  l i f e  was not high and a f i r s t  c lass  l i t e r a t u r e  had not been pro- 

duced, These observations were followed by an asser t ion of the importance 

of individual act ivi ty .  "Now, no amount of conformity o r  of external 

activity," s ta ted  Grant, %ill compensate f o r  the absence of t h a t  f r ee  

creative s p i r i t  which i s  a t  once the proof and the condition of permanent 

rel igious vitalityeng2 Yet Grant thought Canada had developed suf f ic ien t ly  

t o  take i t s  place among the nations of the world and contribute t o  the  

solution of "social, economic, and internat ional  questions.fl He did not 

doubt tha t  statesmen, teachers, ministers, and prophets, "leaders i n  abun- 

dance," would come fo r th  from the wquiet f i res idesn  of Canada and make a 

contribution i n  national and internat ional  affairseS3 A strong individual 

himself, Grant assumed world problems could be solved by committed and 

52G.!4. Grant, ftThe Religious Condition of Canada, Queenf s Quarterlx, 
Volume 1, (April 1894), pp, 319-320, 

53~rant ,  WReligious Condition, " p. 321. 
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able individuals, The individualism of t h i s  nquiet f i res idesn  rationale, 

whatever i t s  val idi ty,  stood i n  contrast to  the  corporateness of the "broad 

University programmen rationale urged by Methodists a s  a benefit  of federa- 

tion. The d is t inc t ion  between individualism and corporateness may also help 

t o  explain the entrance of Anglicanism and Roman Catholicism into federation 

while Presbyterianism remained out, The uniformity of the l i turgy  i n  the 

Anglican and Roman Catholic churches underscored the corporate l i f e  of the 

nembers. There was more room f o r  individualism i n  the Presbyterian church 

where the sermon, which was di f ferent  on every Sunday and i n  every congre- 

gation, was more important t h m  the li turgy, 

The federated university of 1910, consisting of the University of 

Toronto, University College, and three church universit ies,  was a strong 

ins t i tu t ion  consistent with the major goals of its f i r s t  participants. 

This ins t i tu t ion  successfully combined church and s t a t e  resources f o r  the 

support of higher edu~at ion .~ '  The co~nmunitg l i f e  of small colleges had 

also been successfully combined with the educational advantages of a large 

university. The federated University of Toronto contrasted with the 

University of Manitoba, where f a i lu re  t o  develop a federated university led 

t o  a peripheral role  f o r  the a f f i l i a t ed  colleges, I n  1904 the University 

of Manitoba began teaching i n  the sciences and f ive  years l a t e r  began 

54~hough the ro le  of the  s t a t e  i n  higher education i n  Canada has 
since increased, church and private resources have remained significant. 
I n  1970 the government grant of $518,381. t o  Victoria was only 16 per 
cent of Victoria's operating budget t h a t  year, The other major sources 
of income were tu i t ion  and fees, 32 per cent, auxiliary enterprises, 23 
per cent, and endowment income f o r  operating purposes, 11 per cent, 
T i c  t o r i a  Reports, n ( ~anuary  l97l),  published by authority of the Board 
of Regents, Victoria University, Toronto, p. 25, 



teaching in  the  arts as  well. The ro le  of the colleges was further  dimin- 

ished under the  Education Act of 1917, when the University of Manitoba came 

under the control of a Board of Governors on which the colleges were not 

represented." While the University of Toronto developed i n  a manner tha t  

recognised the diversity of higher education i n  Ontario, the University of 

Manitoba largely f a i l ed  t o  develop the variety i n  i t s  tradition. 56 

Through i t s  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  university federation, The e t h o d i s t  Church 

affirmed i t s  denominational in t e res t  i n  the  important public area of higher 

education. University federation provided a form of church and s t a t e  cooper- 

at ion i n  higher education tha t  was be t t e r  suited t o  the Canadian environ- 

ment than e i ther  of the t radi t ional  approaches, church establishment and 

separation of church and state .  Religious diversi ty  i n  Canada made church 

establishment untenable; and separation of church and s t a t e  encouraged the 

multiplication of small colleges scarcely able to sustain themselves, The 

federation scheme avoided both of these disadvantages. Partnership i n  

federation gave The Methodist Church an ins t i tu t ional  ro le  i n  the provincial 

university. This ro le  was exercised through proportionate representation 

on the University of Toronto senate and control over Victoria 's  in terna l  

a f fa i rs ,  Methodist roots a s  a reform movement were s t i l l  inf luent ia l  i n  

The Methodist Church's approach t o  university federation, A l e s s  estab- 

l ished t radi t ion  permitted Hethodism t o  adapt t o  the new s i tua t ion  posed by 

federation more quickly than the other denominations. But the ro le  of The 

Methodist Church i n  university federation was  primarily denominational, A 

movement approach would have been to  l e t  the state operate the university 

"Masters, Church Colleges, p. 159. 

 he 1960 formation of the small Laurentian University of Sudbury 
was a recent example of federation. 



and t o  promote Methodist influence i n  the university community along l e s s  

formal l ines,  such as the  formation of cell-groups. I n  federation, Method- 

i s m  was a denomination participating i n  a complex and centraliaed ins t i tu-  

t ion  with other denominations and with the s tate .  The addition of Roman 

Catholicism and Anglicanism reasserted the denominational appeal of 

federation. 



The Methodist Church formed i n  1884 viewed the West as i t s  most chal- 

lenging mission f ield.  The opportunity t o  serve the scattered but growing 

settlements of the West revived memories of past  Methodist missionary suc- 

cesses, when the c i r cu i t  r ider  had served the e a r l i e r  f ront ie rs  of the United 

States  and Bri t ish North America, A t  the same time more recent experience 

i n  the growing towns and c i t i e s  of Ontario had led Methodism t o  adopt the 

ins t i tu t iona l  approach of other denominations. Here the  ins t i tu t ional  de- 

velopment of permanent congregations and schools had replaced the c i r cu i t s  

and class  meetings of the Methodist movement; the gathering of people in to  

permanent s t ructures  had replaced the portable structure of the missionary 

going t o  the people, I n  i ts mission t o  the West, The Methodist Church could 

draw on both its e a r l i e r  movement experience and i t s  more recent denomina- 

t ional  experience. 

The early Methodist movement owed much of i t s  effectiveness t o  the cir-  

c u i t  system i n  which the smallest unit of organization was the weekly c lass  

meeting of about twelve members with a lay leader. The duty of the lay 

leader a t  these meetings was t o  ask the members *how t h e i r  souls prosper;" 

t o  advise, reprove, o r  comfort them "as occasion may require;" and t o  re- 

ceive an offering f o r  the church and the poor.1 This structure permitted, 

%,he Doctrine and Discipline of The Methodist Church, Canada, 1922, 
 oron onto: The Fkthodist Book and Publishing House, 19231, p. 22. 



indeed required, a greater degree of verbal and f inancial  par t ic ipat ion by 

every member than did the structures of the major denominations, While an 

Anglican could be content with occasional church attendance, a Methodist 

gave a weekly account of his fa i th ,  These class  meetings suffered the dan- 

ger of becoming empty routine but they also provided opportunity f o r  the 

development of individual and group talents.  One o r  more c lass  meetings 

constituted a society, the basic loca l  organhat ional  uni t  comparable t o  a 

congregation i n  many rel igious bodies. The members of each society met f o r  

common worship and mutual support, The only requirement f o r  membership i n  

a society was a personal rel igious interest ,  o r  i n  the intense rel igious 

language of eighteenth century Methodism "a desire  t o  f l e e  from the wrath 

to come,"* One o r  more soc ie t ies  comprised a c i rcu i t ,  served by a clergy- 

man. The missionary effectiveness of the c i r cu i t  system was  t h a t  it corn- 

bined the supervision of every member with h i s  par t ic ipat ion i n  a local. 

group at  h i s  place of work or residence. 

The c i r c u i t  system designed by Wesley f o r  use among the working c lass  

i n  England proved effective on the f ront ie rs  of the UnLted Sta tes  and 

Bri t ish North America as xiell, I n  the United Sta tes  a missionary sometimes 

required six weeks t o  cover the f i f t e e n  t o  twenty-five preaching s ta t ions  

on his 500 mile ~ i r c u i t . ~  The c i r c u i t  r ider  would conduct services i n  

barns, homes, o r  whatever building was available, and would organize a 

c lass  meeting where there were interested persons. Use of this structure 

i n  serving remote areas d id  much t o  make Methodism the la rges t  Protestant 

2 ~ b i d ,  - 
3 0 h t e a d ,  History of Religion, p. 252. 



body i n  the United Sta tes  by 1 8 ~ 5 . ~  I n  Brit iah North h e r i c e  c i r cu i t s  were 

only re la t ive ly  shorter, Two clergymen were commonly assigned to  a c i r c u i t  

consisting of twenty-five or  t h i r t y  points and requiring two weeks t o  cover. 

On the York and Yonge S t ree t  c i r cu i t  i n  1824, which extended t o  Lake Simcoe, 

Egerton Ryerson and his partner each travelled about 200 miles i n  four weeks 

and preached twenty-five timesO5 As  it did i n  the United States,  the c i r -  

c u i t  system vigorously promoted Methodist growth i n  Upper Canada, 6 

Canadian bthodism continued t o  use the extended c i r c u i t  t o  serve 

sparsely se t t led  areas, but, where population increased, t h i s  d is t inc t ive ly  

Methodist movement structure was gradually replaced by denominational struc- 

tures. I n  the urban areas Methodism developed strong congregations where 

one o r  more clergymen, supported by other staff, served a single point, 

Congregational development was marked by changes i n  the appearance of 

Methodist places of worship, The small wooden building on King S t ree t  where 

Ryerson had preached t o  a membership of about f i f t y  i n  1824 was replaced i n  

1832 by a building on Adelaide S t ree t  which seated 1,000 and i n  1872 by 

Metropolitan Methodist Church, an imposing stone building on Queen St ree t  

able t o  sea t  2,200, The conference centre of Canadian Ivlethodism, Netropol- 

itan Methodist Church hosted three of the ten General Conferences held by 

The Methodist Church, St. James Methodist Church i n  Montreal was even more 

imposing as a building but i t s  membership was not as  in f luen t i a l  a s  t h a t  of 

4 ~ b t e a d ,  History of Religion, p. 254. 

5 ~ h ~ m a s ,  Ryerson, p. 48. 

%he e f fo r t s  of an ear ly missionary began the  process which led the 
Ryerson brothers to abandon the i r  Anglican background for the Methodist 
ministry, 



Metropolitan. I n  outward appearance these Wcathedralsn of Canadian Method- 

i s m  were not W k e  t h e i r  Anglican counterparts. Structures within the 

congregations were changing a s  well, I n  1856 the attendance requirement 

a t  the c l a s s  meeting was relaxed among Canadian ~ e s l e ~ a n s . ~  The Sunday 

school, an interdenominational structure, was replacing the class meeting 

a s  the main learning experience of the general membership, Canadian Method- 

i s m  had begun t o  develop Sunday schools i n  the 1820fs,8 and by 1890 had a 

quarter of a million students enrolled i n  3,000 of them.9 The large por- 

traits of former Sunday school superintendents t h a t  were hung i n  an educa- 

t i ona l  room of Trinity Methodist Church on Bloor S t r ee t  i n  Toronto were 

indicative of the importance at t r ibuted t o  the Sunday school, I n  the  urban 

areas, the t rad i t iona l  Nethodist mission s t ructures  were being replaced by 

s t ructures  common t o  denominations; consultation and worship i n  small groups 

was being replaced by a Sunday program of study and worship i n  large assem- 

bl ies ,  

A t  i ts formation i n  1884, The Methodist Church singled out the West 

f o r  special  missionary attention. *The heralds of the Cross," declared the 

1883 Adjourned General Conference i n  i t s  address to  the membership, nmust 

follow the adventurous pioneer to the remotest settlements of the 

Saskatchewan, the Qul Appelle, and the Peace River, and the vas t  regions 

k ~ e i l l ,  Presbyterian Church, p. 157, 

9~uruash, "Methodist Education i n  Canada," Centennial, p. 328. 



81 

beyondonlo While the purpose of t h i s  declaration was to  r a l l y  support 

rather  than specify the missionary method t o  be used, it assumed the move- 

I ment concept of the missionary going t o  the people, Methodism was not the 
k 
.- only religious body interested i n  the West, I n  1881, Anglicanism, Roman 
ir 

Catholicism, and Presbyterianism, i n  descending order, a l l  had more adher- 

ents i n  both Manitoba and Br i t i sh  Columbia than did But none 

of these bodies were more enthusiastic than The Methodist Church about its 
! 

f prospects i n  the West, Ontario Anglicanism was i n  f a c t  lethargic about 

work i n  the West. About 1870 Robert Machray, Hshop of Rupert's Land, was 

ir 
16 unsuccessful i n  an attempt t o  gain support f o r  expansion from cent ra l  a.nd 

eastern Canada. "I have no hope of any a id  from the Church i n  (old) 

Canada," he concluded, "for every Mooese there i s  bound up i n  i t s e l f  .*I2 

W e p t  fo r  some support f o r  S t ,  John's College, the  concern of Ontario 

c Anglicanism f o r  the rel igious character of the West did not a t  this time 

r 
extend t o  missionary activity. The success of Methodism's pr ior  missionary 

experience, first on the f ront ie rs  and then in the more urban areas, had 

made it the la rges t  rel igious body i n  Ontario and the second la rges t  in 

l on~ddress  of The General Conference of The Methodist Church t o  
The Nethodist People, printed i n  The Chrf s t i a n  Guardian, (26 September 
1883), p, 297, This conference made the preparatory decisions f o r  the 
1884 merger, 

lll'he Canada Year Book 1911, Second Series, (Ottawa: Printed by 
C.H. Parmeles, Printer  t o  The Khg's  Host Ekcellent Hajesty, 1912), 
PPO 16-17, 

12Fiobert Machray, Life of Robert Machray D.D., U.D., D. C.L. 
Archbishop of Rupert1 s Land, Primate of A l l  Canada, Prelate of The 
Order of St ,  Michael and St. George, (London: Macmillan and Co., 
Limited, 1909), p, 216, The author of the book was a nephew of 
Bishop Machray. 



canada.13 Methodism expected t o  be equally successful i n  the West. 'We 

may largely shape the destiny of the c o ~ n t r y , ~  challenged the Adjourned 

General Conference, l4 

The f i r s t  missionary work i n  the West, done by Roman Catholicism, pro- 

vides a s  typical  an example of the denominational approach a s  one i s  l ike ly  

t o  find. The first missionary, Joseph N. Provencher, came t o  the  Red River 

settlement i n  1818 t o  develop a Roman Catholic community of metis, French, 

and ~ermans.'~ With support from Quebec and France, Roman Catholic work 

expanded f romthe  Red River t o  the Indians and Eskimos of the North and 

West and t o  the s e t t l e r s  on the coast. I n  1844 the S i s t e r s  of Charity of 

Montreal ( ~ r e y  ~ u n s )  arrived i n  St. Boniface. They assis ted with schools, 

convents, orphanages, and hospitals at  St. Boniface, Lac Ste. Anne, and 

16 St, Albert (near Edmonton). A French missionary society, the  Oblates of 

Mary Immaculate, undertook t o  supply pr ies ts  f o r  the West and the f i r s t  two 

arrived i n  1845.17 Rn years l a t e r  an episcopate was established i n  St. 

B o a a c e ,  with Provencher as  bishop, Further R o m  Catholic development 

i n  the West pr ior  t o  extensive settlement included the founding of St. 

13canada Year Book 1911, pp. 1 20. 

am~ddress of the General Conference," 1883, p. 297. 

15F?oencher named his community St. Boniface "in order t o  draw 
God's blessing on the German Meurons, Catholics none too fervent, 
through the intercession of the Apostle of t h e i r  nation," H.H. Walsh, 
The Christian Church in Canada,  o or onto: The Ryerson Press, 1956), 
pe 247. 

16 "A ser ies  of remarkable missionaries opened the Church in the 
West," Western Catholic Reporter, (19 September 1971), p. 5. 

17nid .  - 



Boniface College i n  1854 and the establishment of an episcopate a t  St. 

Albert in  1871, The ins t i tu t iona l  emphasis of this work was on the perman- 

ent  and centralized s tructures  of a denomination. The Red River Settlement 

of a few thousand people and the surrounding area had Roman Catholic chur- 

ches, schools, and hospi tals  s taffed by bishops, an order of nuns, and an 

order of priests.  A few years behind Roman Catholicism, Anglicanism devel- 

oped i n  a similar pat tern except t h a t  it lacked an order of nuns and de- 

pended more heavily on an overseas parent. The key t o  the approach of 

Roman Catholicism and Anglicanism was not the "remotest settlementsn tha t  

caught the imagination of Methodists but a base i n  the Red River Settlement, 

Methodism entered the West l a t e r  than Roman Catholicism and Anglican- 

i s m  but e a r l i e r  than Presbyterianism. A simple explanation may not ex i s t  

f o r  the order i n  which these churches entered the West, But it may be 

noted tha t  the most established body in  Canada, Roman Catholicism, was 

first t o  enter  the West. Anglicanism and &tihodism, sponsored by enthus- 

i a s t i c  missionary societ ies  i n  England, were second and th i rd  respectively, 

Presbyterianism had to  wait fo r  a graduate of Knox College, Toronto t o  come 

t o  the Red River settlement and was fourth.18 The f i r s t  Methodist work i n  

the West was among the Indians and was sponsored by the Br i t i sh  Wesleyan 

Missionary Society. A t  the invi tat ion of the Hudson's Bay Company, the 

society assigned four missionaries from England t o  company posts i n  1840, 

One of these four, James Evans, assigned t o  Norway House, undertook t o  pro- 

vide the Cree Indians with rel igious l i t e ra tu re  by inventing a syllabic 

18,e f i r s t  Presbyterian missionary t o  the West, John Black, came 
t o  the Red River settlement i n  1851, McNeill, Presbyterian Church, 
p. 102. 



system f o r  the i r  language.19 Another of the f i r s t  four, Robert Rundle 

established two res ident ia l  Indian schools near what i s  now Edmonton, and 

taught reading and writing by means of *ants invention, the Cree syllabic. 20 

A s  the merger of i t s  factions provided the ins t i tu t iona l  strength f o r  

theological discussion and part ic ipat ion i n  university federation, merger 

enabled Canadian Xethodism t o  undertake mission i n  the West. When Wesleyans 

in TJpper and Lower Canada merged i n  1353, responsibili ty f o r  a t h o d i s t  

missions i n  the West was transferred From England t o  Canada. Though 

Canadian Methodism recruited missionaries overseas a s  actively as the other 

bodies, it was a f t e r  this t ransfer  the most f inancial ly independent of the 

major denominations. 21 Soon a f t e r  the 1853 merger Canadian Wesleyans 

appointed missionaries t o  the miners and s e t t l e r s  of Bri t ish Columbia and 

t o  the Indians of the West. The first four appointments t o  Bri t ish Columbia 

arrived i n  1859 and included Ephraim Evans, brother of  James Evans, and 

Edward i h i t e ,  whose son J.H. White became superintendent of missions f o r  

British Columbia when local  appointments were made i n  1 9 0 2 . ~ ~  I n  1860, 

George McDougall and h i s  son John were appointed miss i~nar i e s  t o  the 

19wilson, Church Grows, p. 95. 

2knly occasional f inancial  support was received by Canadian 
Nethodism from England a f t e r  t h i s  time, Mrs. Frederick C. Stephenson, 
Qne Hundred Years of Canadian Methodist Hssions 1824-1924, Volume 1, 
(Toronto: The Xissionary Society of the Methodist Church, 1925), 
p. 137. Presbyterians i n  Canada continued t o  receive missionary funds 
from Britain annually a f t e r  the i r  merger i n  1875, John Thomas McVeill, 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada 1875-1925 (Toronto: General Board, 
Presbyterian Church i n  Canada, 1925), p. 10L. 

22~tephenson, Hundred Years, p. 137. 



Indians of the ~orth-vest.23 Efissionary expansion was augmented by fur ther  

mergers. When the Methodist Church i n  Canada was  formed i n  1874, Alexander 

Sutherland was elected General Secretary and Clerical Treasurer of the 

Mission Society, an office which took him throughout Canada, Japan, and the 

Bermudas superintending mission work. A t  the same time Sutherland was 

chairman of the committee t h a t  negotiated the 1884 merger which united 

nearly a l l  of Canadian lkthodism. Sutherland credited the mission work of 

the church with being a prime fac tor  i n  the accomplishment of t h i s  f i n a l  

merger. I n  h i s  view, mission served "to tu rn  the a t ten t ion  of ministers 

and people from old differences and even antagonisms, and to fix it upon a 

common object. n* Mission work i n  general was  strengthened by these merg- 

e r s  but  a t tent ion was focused on the West. I n  the judgment of the Adjourned 

General Conference, the needs of the West made the time "opportune f o r  the 

cessation of the waste of men and means through the divisions of Methodisll~~5 

The reference t o  waste was t o  t h a t  caused by competing mthodis t  congrega- 

t ions i n  some small communities i n  central  and eastern Canada, Clergymen 

who might become unemployed by the merger of these cogpeting congregations 

were to ld  there was a need f o r  missionaries i n  the West, 26 

Steps t o  strengthen the work i n  the West were taken soon after the 

Adjourned General Conference. Later i n  1883 the scattered congregations 

23~ohn McDougall, George Millward McDougall, The Pioneer, Pa t r io t  
and Missionary,  oron onto: William Briggs, 1902), p, 64. 

%eve Alexander Sutherland, 'The Methodist Church i n  Relation t o  
Missions, Centennial, p. 259. 

25n~ddress of The General Conference, 1883, p. 297. See also E.H. 
De-t, "The General Conference, The ~ h r i s t i a n  b&dian, (22 August 
1883), p. 268. 

26n~ddress  of The General Conference,l? 1883, p. 29'7. 



With 2,883 members,27 the Manitoba and North-vest Conference was sroall but  

rapid growth was expected. A fur ther  s tep  i n  promoting mission i n  the West 

- was the 1886 appointment of James Woodsworth a s  Superintendent of Missions 
i 
t" 
i f o r  Manitoba and the  North-west, Bri t ish Columbia was added t o  Woodsworth's 
F 

t e r r i to ry  i n  1894. Woodsworth had served charges i n  and around Brandon, 

Manitoba f o r  four years pr ior  t o  h i s  missions appointment. He was tradi- 

L 
t ional  i n  piety but l e s s  so i n  theology. H i s  son, James Shaver Woodsworth, 

became a socia l  gospel leader. The appointment of a Superintendent of 
r 
f 
w- Hssions t o  the West, the  only area t o  have i t s  own Sqerintendent,  followed 

F- 
c the policy of A.esbyterianism which had appointed the energetic Rev. James 

Robertson t o  a similar post f i v e  years earlier.  Roman Catholicism and 

Anglicanism did not have superintendents of missions but did have bishops 

t 
i- 

i n  the West t o  supervise the i r  t o t a l  work, 
B 
w. 

r- 
The appeal of the West t o  The Methodist Church was par t ly  the geograph- 

g 
i c a l  a t t rac t ion  of an enormous new and f e r t i l e  t e r r i to ry  able t o  support 

w 

millions of people, nVast areas of our country are  being thrown open f o r  
6b 

settlement," optimistically reported the Adjourned General conference. 

James Woodsworth similarly invited Methodism t o  a "f ield embracing half a 

continent. d9 This enormous area was considered temperate and fe r t i l e .  

27Edrn~d H, Oliver. His Dominion of Canada, A Study i n  The Background, 

28nAddress of The General C ~ n f e r e n c e , ~ ~  1883, p. 297. 

29~ames Woodsmrth, "Report of The Superintendent of Missions f o r  
Manitoba and The North-west," Journal of Proceedings of The Sixth General 
Conference of The b t h o d i s t  Church, Held i n  Grace Church, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Fron September 4th t o  September 19th, 1902, (Toronto: W i l l i a m  Briggs, 19027, 



I n  notes written during a t r i p  by rail from Brandon t o  Banff i n  February 

1892, Woodsworth described what must have been one of the warmest winters 

on record. Near Maple Creek, where it was milder than a t  Brandon, ca t t le ,  

sheep, and horses were observed pasturing on the h i l l s  and on the plains. 

gear Calgary, where it was even milder, Woodsworth noted tha t  c a t t l e  did 

not require feed during the winter beyond what they could graae off of the 

prairie.3•‹ While mid-winter mild spe l l s  do occur on the prair ies ,  i t  i s  

no longer common to  winter domestic animals a t  e i ther  Maple Creek or  Calgary 

without an extended feeding period, The Paethodist Church envisioned fla 

vast population" entering the West through the never-swelling t ide  of 

immigration from the older provinces and from the crowded countries of the 

old ~ o r l d . n 3 ~  Consistent with t h i s  vision, the d s s i o n  policy of the 

Manitoba and the North-west Conference was to occupy the  t e r r i t o r y  as soon 

and as f u l l y  as possible i n  anticipation of fur ther  settlement, In 1895, 

f o r  example, the conference appointed a missionary t o  cover Regina and 

Estevan. With the aid of a rail pass the missionary was able t o  serve each 

point on al ternate  Sundays. These two points were 161 miles d is tant  from 

each other, t h e i r  combined membership was fifty-five,  and there was l i t t l e  

settlement between This was a weak mission but the  t e r r i to ry  was 

)O~ames Woodsworth, "Notes by the Way, Methodist Gleaner, (March 
1892), reprinted i n  Rev, James Woodsworth, Thirty Years I n  The Canadian 
North-we st, (   or onto : McClelland, Goodchild and Stewart, 19171, pp. 150-1%. 

PftAddress of The General Conference, 1883, p. 297. See also 
Woodsworth, "Report of Superintendent,n Journal of Proceedings, 1902, 
p. 113 and "Quadrennial Report of The General Board of Bssions,  1898- 
1902," Albert Carman, Chairman and Alexander Sutherland, General 
Secretary, Journal of Proceedings, 1902, p, 107. 

3%oodsworth, Thirty Years, p. LbO. 



occupied and the mission was expected t o  grow with the a r r i v a l  of new 

se t t l e r s ,  

Methodist optimism about the expanse and f e r t i l i t y  of the West was 

shared by many other Canadians by the 1880's. Though John Pa l l i s e r ' s  report  

published i n  1862, had described most of the southern half of the p ra i r i e s  

as  uninhabitable, subsequent v i s i t o r s  t o  the Nest were usually optimistic, 

Colonel Garnetwolseley, who led the federal  soldiers  t o  the Red River 

settlement during the resistance led by Louis Riel i n  1870, wrote of the 

"buoyant freedomn he had f e l t  while gazing upon the %ast immensityn of the 

prairie.33 To Wolseley the p ra i r i e  was more than habitable, its freshness 

made "the old f e e l  young Another v i s i t o r  t o  the West wes 

G.M. Grant, secretary t o  Sandford Fleming's survey expedition f o r  a railway 

route, Grant traversed only the portion of the p r a i r i e  t h a t  even Pa l l i s e r  

had considered f e r t i l e ,  but his  optimistic generalizations tended. t o  in- 

clude the en t i r e  p r a i r i e  region, After having followed the North Saskat- 

chewan River from Fort Gary t o  Edmonton, Grant wrote, n i t  is  impossible t o  

avoid the conclusion t h a t  we have a great and f e r t i l e  North-west, a thous- 

and miles long and from one t o  four  hundred miles broad . . . w35 F i r s t  

published i n  1873, Grant's widely read account went in to  several editions 

and was ser ial ized i n  newspapers. 

A denominational feature of Mkthodist mission t o  the West was the 

policy of establishing missions i n  anticipation of fur ther  settlement, 

3 3 ~ i t e d  by Plerre Berton, The National Dream. The Great Railwa. 
1871-1881, (Toronto: McClelland and Stewart Limited, 1970), pa 39. 

3 5 ~ ~ ,  George M. Grant, Ocean t o  Ocean. Sandford Fleming's Expedition 
Through Canada i n  1872, enlarged and revised edition, (Toronto: Belford 

i 

k Brothers, Publishers, 1877), p. 190, 



# This policy represented the denonhational approach of developing ins t i tu-  

t ions t o  which s e t t l e r s  were invited rather  than the movement approach of 

the i t ine ran t  following a f t e r  the se t t l e r .  In  t h i s  denominational feature, 

Methodists resembled Anglicans and Presbyterians who also promoted the i r  

work i n  the West on the bas i s  of anticipated settlement. Machray's e f for t s  

t o  expand Anglican work i n  the West i n  1870 were based on the view, derived 

from the ea r l i e r  experience i n  the United States,  t h a t  the first years of 

settlement were decisive i n  determining the standing of a religious body.36 

Presbyterian work i n  the West was vigorously expanded following the 1881 

appointment of Robertson as  superintendent of missions, With the aid of a 

Church and Manse Building Fund, Robertson began founding churches where 

t o m s  were expected t o  develop ."l Roman Catholicism went ins t i tu t ional ly  

fur ther  than the other denominations and attempted t o  a l t e r  the character 

of settlement by promoting Catholic colonization, The founding of a new 

catholic community, Ste. Agathe, i n  1872 was due t o  the  co lon i~a t ion  ef for t s  

of Alexander Tache, who had succeeded Provencher a s  Bishop of St. Boniface, 38 

Oblate missionary Albert Lacombe assisted i n  co lon i~a t ion  and i n  1876 and 

1877 secured 1100 French Canadians from Quebec, which "swelled the ranks 

of the incipient parishes i n  ~ a n i t o b a . n ~ ~  There were differences i n  the 

mission of these four churches, but they shared the denominational feature 

36Ha~hray, Robert Machrax, p. 220. 

3 7 ~ ~ e i l l ,  Presbyterian Church, p. 108. 

38R,ev, A.G. Morica, O.N.I., Xistory of The Catholic Churchin-Western 

39~orice,  Catholic Church, p. 121. 



of establishing ins  t i t u t i o n s  i n  advance of settlement, LO 

Though the volume was  smaller than it would be a f t e r  t he  turn  of the 

century, new settlement had been taking place since 1871, A t  f i r s t  Manitoba 

received most of the new se t t le rs .  I n  1871 they began t o  a r r ive  from 

Ontario and three years l a t e r  the first block settlement arrived, a group 

of Mennonites from Russia. A.n audience tha t  Rev. George Bryce of Manitoba 

College spoke t o  i n  1874 was suggestive of the ethnic complexion of the 

first new se t t le rs .  The audience consisted of forty-eight from Ontario, 

thirty-one Nanitoban born, four from Ireland, three from the United States,  

and one each from France and Eova ~ c o t i a . ~ '  The r a t i o  of s e t t l e r s  from 

central  Canada soon decreased while those from Britain, Europe, and the 

United Sta tes  increased. The volume of settlement increased f o r  the next 

four decades. I n  I+anitoba population increased from 1,963 i n  1871 t o  

65,954 i n  1881, then t o  150,000 i n  1891, t o  255,000 i n  1901, and t o  450,000 

4 2 
by 1911, I n  Bri t ish Columbia and the North-west the heaviest decade of 

settlement was also the one ending i n  1911.L3 Settlement continued t o  in- 

crease u n t i l  19111, when it was interrupted by the  War and then tapered off 

u n t i l  imsoigration ceased i n  1930, 

Ir0State in s t i tu t ions  also developed i n  the West i n  advance of se t t le -  
ment. This f a c t  limits the  appl icabi l i ty  of F.S. Turner's Frontier Thesis 
t o  the Canadian West, 

4b.~. Norton, Manitoba. A History, (Toronto: University of Toronto 
Press, 1957), p. 160. 

42!l!he Canada Year Book 1921, Published by Authority of The Honourable 
J.A. Robb, M. P., Minister of Trade and Commerce, (Ottawa: F.A. Acland, 
Printer  t o  The King's Most Fxcellent Majesty, 1922), p, 98. 



91 

A fur ther  appeal of the West to  The Methodist Church was pat r io t ic ,  

The development of the West challenged Methodism with the pa t r io t i c  duty 

and opportunity of moulding the ins t i tu t ions  of a new terr i tory.  Moreover, 

they thought the future character of Canada was closely t i ed  to  t h a t  of the 

West. I n  potent language the Adjourned General Conference urged Methodism 

to  play a strong ro le  i n  determining the character of Canada by shaping the 

West, We are laying the foundations of empire i n  righteousness and truth," 

i ts address s ta ted  with reference t o  the wesLL4 Woodsworth similarly 

challenged a l a t e r  General Conference t o  take i t s  pa r t  i n  determining the 

in te l lec tua l ,  moral, and s p i r i t u a l  character is t ics  of nthe nationn now 

being laid.45 On c l e s s  rhetor ical  level, pride was taken i n  the  loyal ty 

Itto Queen and countrytf of the Indians under Methodist influence during the 

1885 resistance led  by Louis ~ l e l . ' ~  Attachment to  Queen and country al ike 

was common to  the churches of Br i t i sh  origin. Roman Catholicism had l e s s  

of this sentiment but was not l e s s  will ing t o  support the state.  Archbishop 

Tache had urged the government t o  adjust  metis grievances but when the 

first resistance led by Riel took place he firmly supported the government, b 7 

But the greatest  appeal the West had f o r  The Methodist Church vas the 

opportunity f o r  missionary expansion, For Sutherland the West presented 

WLwAddress of The General Conference," 1883, p. 297. 

4%oodsuorth, nReport of Superintendent, Journal of Proceedings, 
1902 : ,  P* u.3. 

46~oodsworth, Thirty Years, pp. 94, 97. John McDougall and four 
Stony Indians served a s  scouts f o r  the government forces. A l e t t e r  
describing t h e i r  services, writ ten by T, Bland Strange, Major-General, 
Commanding Alberta Forces, i s  printed i n  Woodsworth, Thirty Years, pp. 
95-97. 

4 7 ~ o r g e  F.G. Stanley, The Birth of Western Canada. A History of 
the Riel Rebellions,  o or onto: University of Toronto Press, 1960), p. 108. 



"a grand f i e ld  f o r  remunerative mission work. w48 Woodsworthls equally hi& 

hopes f o r  expansion i n  the West was evident i n  the hopes he expressed f o r  

the Calgary Dis t r i c t  i n  1892. This d i s t r i c t ,  covering roughly what i s  now 

the southern half of Alberta, was then served by one clergyman stationed 

i n  Calgary and three mLssionaries i n  the surrounding area. The work of the 

missionary stationed a t  Gleichen, f i f ty-s ix  miles e a s t  of Calgary, w i l l  

serve t o  i l l u s t r a t e  the condition of the  d i s t r i c t *  This missionary served 

nine points along a 110 mile s t re tch  of railway. Seven of these points 

were section houses and the other two were farm houses. The usual congre- 

gation a t  each point during the winter consisted of three or  four  men, one 

woman, and some children. I n  t h e  summer there were a few more men a t  each 

place especially at  the farm houses.49 Woodsworth concluded his notes on 

h i s  v i s i t  t o  t h i s  huge and largely empty d i s t r i c t  with t h i s  question: 'Who 

can t e l l  how many d i s t r i c t s ,  o r  even Conferences, may, i n  the future, be 

contained on the ground now covered by t h i s  one vas t  District?" 50 

The combined a t t rac t ion  of a vas t  and f e r t i l e  new region, patriotism, 

and the opportunity f o r  expansion made the West the mission p r i o r i t y  of 

The Methodist Church. When Woodsworth v is i ted  Victoria University i n  

1889, t o  talk about mission and t o  r ec ru i t  c l e r i c a l  candidates, the regular 

university programwas cancelled and the day devoted t o  the West. Burwash 

chaired the general assembly of students and facul ty  and turned aver h i s  

h8~utherland, Methodist Church in  Relation t o  MissionsYn 
Centennial, p, 262. 

49~oodsworth, "Notes by the Way," printed i n  Thirty Years, p. 15'7. 

'O~oodsworth, "Notes by the Way," Thirty Years, p. 168. 



study as a place fo r  Woodsworth t o  meet with students especially interested 

i n  the westeP This was Woodsworthl s usual reception a t  both Victoria and 

Mount Allison. 52 

Methodist mission t o  the Vest had basic denominational features, but 

the movement influence was s t i l l  apparent, Gthodism depended more on the 

presence of the missionary and l e s s  on centralized ins t i tu t ions  than did 

the other denominations. For Methodism the chief l ine  of mission advance 

was the !Itireless i t inerantn  conducting services i n  school-houses and 

s e t t l e r s 1  cabinseS3 For AngUcanism the f i r s t  l i n e  of mission advance was 

54 the college, "the laying hold of the higher educationon Roman Catholi- 

cism was especially ins t i tu t iona l  i n  i t s  approach t o  the West. The Sis ters  

of Charity of Montreal arrived i n  St ,  Albert i n  1863, only two years after 

the f i rs t  missionary, and this mission became a self-sustaining settlement 

with school, convent, orphanage, and hospital.55 Erren Presbyterianism with 

i t s  church building fund showed a concern f o r  wvi s ib i l i ty  and permanencew 

more denominational than the Methodist dependence on the missionary. 56 

Methodist missionary ac t iv i ty  i n  the West received a re la t ive ly  im- 

pressive response. Some new menibers were former Methodists who had se t t l ed  

5koodsworth, Thirty Years, pp. 132-133. 

% b i d .  - 
53~utherland, 'The Methodist Church i n  Relation t o  Missions,lt 

Centennial, p. 261. 

%achray, Robert Machray, p. 2200 

55 *Remarkable Missionaries, p. 5, 

5 6 ~ ~ e i l l ,  Presbyterian Church, p. 108. 



i n  the Test but most of the increase was at t r ibuted by Woodswor.t;h t o  "the 

regular time honored L t h o d i s t  means.v57 A t  the 1890 General Conference, 

Woodsworth reported a quadrennial increase i n  the  number of nself-sustain- 

ing chargesw from eleven to  forty-six.58 These forty-six charges had 

averaged only four and one-quarker years of dependence on mission funds. By 

1898 the number of self-sustaining c i r cu i t s  i n  the West had increased t o  

ninety.59 The Manitoba and the North-west Conference with 17,692 members 

was, by 1898, the s ix th  largest  of the eleven conferences of The Methodist 

~hurch.~ '  It was smaller than the Montreal and the four Ontario confer- 

ences but was larger  than the conferences i n  Nova Scotia, New Brunswick 

and Prince Zdward Island, Newfoundland, Bri t ish Columbia, and Japan, The 

Bri t ish Columbia Conference with 4,879 members was the second smallest con- 

ference but  was more than twice as large as the t i n y  Japanese conference. 41 

I n  twelve years, missionary work i n  the West had added about 17,500 members 

t o  The Methodist Church, many of them i n  charges t h a t  were now self-sustain- 

ing and tha t  could be expected t o  contribute t o  other missions i n  the 

57 James Woodsworth. "Report of The Superintendent of ~ s s i o n s  i n  
PlanFtoba and ~or th-wes t -  ~o&rence, ~ o u r n i l  of Proceedings of The ThFrd 
General Conference of The Methodist CZ 

- 
- ----- .- - -- rch, Held September 10th t o  - 

th, 1890, i n  St. James1 Chqch, Montreal, (Toronto: W i l l i a m  September 30 
Briggs, 18901, p. 271. 

'%oodsuorth, "Report of Superintendent," 1890, p. 269. 

591tGeneral Conference, The Christian Guardian, ( 2  September 1898), 
pe 8. 

"Journal of Proceedings of The Fi f th  General Conference of The 
Methodist Church, Held i n  Metropolitan Church, Sep tede r  1893, (Toronto: 
W i l l i a m  Briggs, 1898), p, 238. 



future. Methodist numerical strength re la t ive  t o  t h a t  of the other major 

churches had also improved i n  the West. I n  1381 Methodism had been the 

smallest of the four major denominations i n  the West. I n  1901 Methodism 

was st i l l  the smallest of the four i n  British Columbia and the North-west 

Terr i tor ies  but was second only t o  Presbyterianism i n  more heavily popu- 

la ted Manitoba.62 

A low point i n  the Methodist growth r a t e  a t  the  turn  of the century 

coincided with action which led  t o  merger with other denominations. The 

increase of 19,584 members f o r  the quadrennium ending i n  1898 was the low- 

e s t  since the formation of ihe Methodist ~ h u r c h . ~ ~  I n  an address t h a t  year, 

Carman sought t o  stir Fkthodism t o  renewed missionary efforts .  The number 

of workers holding offices,  such as  clergy, c lass  leaders, trustees,  and 

Sunday school superintendents, had reached 28,615.~~ This was, Carman 

stated, nsurely a great  army, i f  not f a l l en  on the f i e l d  of dry bones. "65 

Whether growth depended on zeal, as Carman suggested, or on other factors,  

the growth r a t e  of The Methodist Church further  decreased i n  the quadren- 

n i u m  ending i n  1902 but then increased fo r  the next two quadrenniums. 66 

Since mergers between Methodist groups i n  Canada had been credited with 

62Canada Year Book 1911, pp. 15-20. 

63fl~he General Superintendents1 Address t o  the General Conference, 
1910," Appendix, Journal of Proceedinns, 1910, p. 7. 

6 4 ~ .  Carman, ftAddress on the S t a t i s t i c a l  Growth of Canadian Methodism, 
1398,ll Carman Papers, Box 24, F'ile 14, p. 10. 

66 MGeneral Superintendentsf Address,Vournal of Proceedings, 1910, 
p. 7. 



effecting missionary e ~ p a n s i o n , ~  interdenominational merger also implied 

an augmented mission, But the cost  of expanding mission through merger 

with other denominations would be the loss  of a special Methodist emphasis 

i n  mission, except a s  Methodist influence would part ly  determine the char- 

acter  of the new body, Consideration of interdenominational merger re- 

quired Methodism t o  balance the claims of a potent ial ly  stronger mission 

against the claims of a special Methodist existence, 

I n  the  merger negotiations the continuing influence of the Xethodist 

movement t rad i t ion  was clear  i n  Methodism's attachment t o  "the more sp i r i t -  

ual  doctrines," The f i r s t  discussion took place between Anglicans, Presby- 

terians, and &thodists i n  1889 i n  response t o  an Anglican overture three 

years earlier,68 An in te res t  i n  broader fellowship had existed i n  

Canadian Anglicanism f o r  sonre time, The f i r s t  Lambeth Conference (pan- 

Anglican), 1867, had been promoted by the Bishop of Ontario and proposals 

f o r  interdenominational merger i n  Canada had been voiced a t  synods since 

1 8 8 0 . ~ ~  The i n i t i a t i v e  a t  the 1889 meeting was taken by the Anglican 

delegation which came prepared with position papers and proposals f o r  

Church, Toronto, appealed fo r  corporate unity on the bas is  of Jesus' Prayer 

f o r  unity among his followers, written i n  John 17, 70 One Presbyterian 

67ftMethodist fissionarg Society, Abstract of General Report, 1884," 
C a r m a n  Papers, Box 3, Fi le  ll, 

68nReDort of the Committee on Christian Union, signed by E.B. Ryckman, 
Journal of- Proceedings, 1890, p. 170. The interde~omi&tional meeting 
aook place i n  the lecture room of Association Hall, Toronto on April 24, 25. 

69~tilhan, nChristian Unity," p. 167. 

7 0 ~ l l n a n ,  "Christian Unity," p. 168. 



speaker agreed tha t  merger was a theological imperative and none argued 

against this position.71 The Methodist speakers alone argued tha t  Jesus1 

prayer did not require corporate unity and suggested forms of cooperation 

as the desired alternative. Dr .  C. Stewart, principal of the  theological 

department a t  M t .  Allison, hoped f o r  intercommunion and exchange of pulpi ts  

but not corporate unity.72 With added caution against haste and neglect of 

doctrinal differences, Sutherland and Dewart basically agreed with Stewart. 

The Methodist view of merger ref lected the continuing influence of i t s  

movement origin. While Anglicans s a w  corporate unity as the way t o  fellow- 

ship, Methodists saw forms of cooperation as the way t o  corporate unity. 

The e f fec t  of the 1889 meeting was  to lead Ikthodists and Presbyter- 

ians t o  seek the l e s s  threatening alternative of coopexation with each 

other, The absence of fur ther  negotiations with the Anglicans was appar- 

ently due t o  lack of enthusiasm on the pa r t  of the participating churches 

rather  than insurmountable doctrinal problems. A t  the meeting of its Synod 

l a t e r  tha t  year Anglicans suggested the resolutions adopted by the Imibeth 

Conference of 1888 #serve as  the  preliminary basis  f o r  negotiations.n 
73 

These resolutions adopted a f a i r l y  broad position on the  Bible, creeds, 

sacraments, and episcopate. fiesbytsrians thought t h e  Anglican position 

too broad on the c o n f e ~ s i o n s , ~ ~  and Methodists thought the Anglicans were 

nftillrnao, "Christian Unity,' p, 169. 

73~Report on Christian Union," 1890, p. ln 
7h1~,  "Christian Unity, 1889, ' p. 172. 



minor compared with the areas of agreement but were enough t o  make Presby- 

ter ians and Methodists rea l ize  they had more i n  common with each other. In 
F 

1890 the Methodist committee on merger reported t o  the  General Conference - 

t ha t  bet ter  use of resources would re su l t  from cooperation with Presbyter- 

ians i n  the Resbyterians i n  turn discovered they had much i n  

common with Methodists. A member of the Presbyterian delegation t o  the 

1894 General Conference, Principal W. Caven spoke of the unity of f a i t h  - 
between Methodists and Presbyterians as a ground of hope f o r  closer union. 77 

F- 
The expression of these and similar views kept the poss ib i l i ty  of merger 

a l ive  but l i t t l e  progress was  made u n t i l  1902, when Methodism abandoned i t s  

preference f o r  forms of cooperation i n  place of merger. 

The idea of merger was promoted within Methodism by a symposium con- 

ducted i n  the Guardian i n  1899. Church leaders had been invited t o  s t a t e  

what would have t o  be changed i n  the Presbyterian, k t h o d i s t ,  and Congrega- 

t ional  churches before union could take place. 78 Congregationalists had 

replaced Anglicans i n  the discussion due t o  greater s imilar i ty  i n  worship 

and organization. The degree of favor with which the Methodist respondents 

viewed merger paralleled t h e i r  position on h is tor ica l  criticism. Carman, 

75nbport  of Committee on Church Union,' signed by Albert Carmen and 
S.F. Huestis, Journal of Proceedings, 1890, p. 174. 

76nReport on Church Won,"  1890, p. 172. 

7 7 ~ . ~ .  Dewart, "Christian Unity Bremplified, The Christian Guardian, 
(26 September 1894), p. 609. 

78n~ywosium on Church Union," The Christian Guardian, (1 February, 
1899)s 67. 



who was dogmatic i n  theology, wrote that, except on mission f ie lds ,  "no 

great benefi t  would a r i se  out of union at  l e a s t  f o r  auhile. "79 Moderate 

c r i t i c  Shaw thought the Presbyterian church was the  only one t h a t  Methodism 

could unite with because the i r  forms of government were mid-way between the 

congregational and episcopal forms.80 The most positive respondent on 

merger was h i s to r i ca l  c r i t i c  Burwash, who wrote tha t  modern b ib l i ca l  studies 

had relegated questions of pol i ty  t o  the realm of common sensem8l Bunash 

also credited mission with having brought churches closer together. I n  a 

separate a r t i c l e  i n  the same issue of the Guardian, Rev. A.C. Courtice, 

ed i tor  since 1894, reinforced a point made by G.M. Grant t h a t  the present 

divided condition of the churches was not warrantedo8* The old doctrinal 

dis t inct ions between denominations were unimportant t o  c r i t i c a l  theologians. 

The 1902 General Conference got the mrger  discussions moving again. 

In teres t  i n  merger had by then increased t o  the point where the committee 

on church union recommended t h a t  the General Conference declare i t s e l f  i n  

favor of a union of Methodists, Presbyterians, and Congregationalists. 83 

The committee had based its report on a consideration of three documents: 

79n~ymposim on Church Union,lt 1899, p. 73. The other dogmatist i n  
the h i s to r i ca l  cr i t ic ism discussion, Dewart was also opposed t o  merger, 
Whris t ian Unity Ekemplified," 1894, pa 609. 

80t%ymposium on Church Union, 1899, p. 73. 

**A. c . Courtice, nMethodist Church and Church Union, " The Christian 
Guardian, ( 1  February 1899), p. 72. G.M. Grant had written t h a t  present 
differences did Wnot touch the objects f o r  which a church 
fY5ymposium on Church Union,n 1899, p. 73. 

83n~hurch Union. Report of C~tnmittee,~ signed by W i l l i a m  I. Shaw 
and Frank Denton, Journal of Proceedings, 1902, p. 71. 



A portion of the General Superintendentls Address, which drew at tent ion t o  

the needs of the West; a memorial from the Society or  Christian Unity, 

Toronto; and a l e t t e r  from W, Blair respecting a convention t o  promote the 

corporate union of the three denominations, The key argument made by the 

committee f o r  merger was the need f o r  a stronger mission t o  the  West. 

Economy of resources, through merger, was said t o  be necessary "in order t o  

overtake the rel igious needs of the people pouring in to  our new se t t le -  

ments. n84 The select ion of Winnipeg as  the s i t e  f o r  the 1902 General 

Conference, i t s  first meeting outside of cent ra l  Canada, drew at tent ion t o  

the West and an appeal by a member of the Presbyterian delegation, Principal 

W i l l i a m  Patrick of Manitoba College, added t o  the enthusiasm f o r  merger, 

The General Conference passed a resolution which i n i t i a t e d  merger negotia- 

tions. 

Conflict between a special  Methodist emphasis and an augmented mission 

through merger was f e l t  most keenly i n  the West, where merger was expected 

t o  produce the greatest  change, Woodsworth and the  local  superintendents 

were ambivalent i n  t h e i r  response t o  a November 1902 l e t t e r  from Sutherland 

regarding cooperation with Presbyterians, These superintendents basically 

favored cooperation i n  principle but expressed reservations i n  practice, 

Rev, J.E. White of Nelson, Bri t ish Columbia was i n  favor of merger with 

Presbyterians and a s  a prac t ica l  s tep recommended t h a t  only one church be 

established i n  new towns, e i the r  t o  be used by both denominations or  

assigned t o  one.85 He also noted the clergy i n  the area had successfully 

8 5 ~ . ~ .  White, Letter t o  A. Sutherland, Copy i n  Car- Papers, 
Box 19, F i l e  129. 



divided the work i n  the mining camps. Yet White expressed a reservation 

about Presbyterian piety; Methodists had to  do m s t  of %he praying and 

testifying" i n  union revival  meetings. I n  his view, Methodists were ahead 

of Presbyterians "in the  possession of a l iv ing  Christian  experience.^^^ 

Revival meetings were not a basic s t ructure of Methodism, but they were 

probably more compatible with Methodist enthusiasm than with Presbyterian 

sobriety. Whiters reservation was reminiscent of the early Methodist 

mission structure,  which permitted or required the members t o  t a l k  about 

t h e i r  faith.  

Woodsworth favored cooperation f o r  purposes of efficiency and fellow- 

ship but tended t o  i n f l a t e  the prac t ica l  d i f f icu l t ies .  Some of these d i f f i -  

cu l t i e s  concerned reluctance among the rank and f i l e .  One instance ci ted 

was t h a t  of Selkirk, Manitoba, where &thodists had had a weak charge 

f i f t e e n  years ear l ie r .  The Methodist church was sold and t h e i r  few mem- 

bers  advised t o  attend the Presbyterian church. Additional Methodists 

l a t e r  moved t o  Selkirk and agi tat ion was s tar ted t o  reopen the Methodist 

charge. Members wrote l e t t e r s  t o  Voodsworth. wfiich asked: "How is  it you 

have allowed the Catholics t o  get our church i n  ,Selkirk?f18'I Instances l i ke  

t h i s  contributed to  Woodsworthrs opinion tha t  apportioning t e r r i t o r y  posed 

"grave prac t ica l  d i f f  icu l t ias .  n88 

The local  superintendent most negative about merger was Rev. T.C. 

Buchanan of Edmonton while the one most eager f o r  merger, Rev. James Allen 

87~ames Woodsworth, Let ter  t o  Rev. A. Sutherland, Copy i n  Carman 
Papers, Box 19, Fi le  129. 



from Sault  Ste. Narie, Ontario, was not from the  West. Buchanan doubted 

tha t  Presbyterians were willing t o  cooperate i n  any large degree "despite 

Dr .  Patrick's  utterance^.^ F'resbyterian "agitation f o r  cooperation came," 

Buchanan wrote, llmostly from the East," while the policy i n  the West was  

"still ~ o b e r t s o n i a n . ~ ~ ~  Dr.  James Robertson, who had died e a r l i e r  tha t  

year, had been considered uncooperative by some 1Wsthodists. I n  addition 

Buchanan wrote t h a t  Methodism was needed i n  the West f o r  i t s  moral influ- 

ence: "Namely t o  practice t o t a l  abstinence, labor fo r  prohibition, re f ra in  

from dancing and card playing, n90 Neither Euchananl s moral scruples nor 

his consequent f ea r  of Methodist loss  of piety through merger w i t h  Presby- 

terians were shared by Allen. "The two churches are now approaching each 

other," Allen wrote optimistically, "as Milton makes Eve approach Adam 

'with sweet, reluctant, amorous, delay,' and I hope the  in terva l  of delay 

m a y  be lessened by the speedy adoption of cooperation i n  our mission 

work. n9' Allen was promoted t o  superintendent of home missions i n  1906, 

when Sutherlandls post was divided in to  foreign and home missions with 

Sutherland retaining the former u n t i l  his death i n  1910. This promotion 

signified support with Methodism f o r  Allen's in t e res t  i n  merger, 

Steady progress toward merger followed the resolution of the 1902 

General Conference i n  favor of organic union. Positive response from the 

Presbyterians and Congregationalists led to  a meeting of committees from 

89 T.C. Buchanan, Letter t o  A. Sutherland, Copy i n  Carman Papers, 
Box 19, F i le  129. 
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the three denominations i n  April 1904, By 1908 a Basis of Union acceptable 

t o  the three committees had been drafted. The Methodist committee recom- 

mended tha t  the 1910 General Conference approve the Basis of Union and tha t  

the documents be sent  t o  the conferences, d i s t r i c t s ,  and congregations of 

The Methodist Church fo r  adoption o r  r e ~ e c t i o n . 9 ~  The 1910 General Confer- 

ence adopted a motion to  implement the committeets re~onaaendat ion ,~~ and i n  

1912 The Methodist Church declared i t s e l f  ready f o r  The denomina- 

t ional  approach of corporate merger had won out over the movement preference 

f o r  cooperation, 

The anticipated merger of three denominations, which together enjoyed 

the adherence of over 30 per cent of the Canadian population,95 had con- 

siderable missionary potential., but this potent ial  was weakened by the 

lack of adequate mission goals. The Basis of Union was an attempt t o  re- 

t a i n  as much as  possible of the t radi t ions of the merging bodies,96 rather 

than an attempt t o  combine resources t o  undertake new mission tasks, I n  

the area of education, f o r  instance, ins t i tu t ions  comparable t o  those i n  

central  or  eastern Canada did not develop i n  the West, With the exception 

of Wesley College i n  Winnipeg, Methodist colleges i n  the  West l a t e r  closed 

921Vieport of C o d t t e e  on Church Union," signed by N. Burwash and 
W. Cooley, Journal of Proceedings, 1910, pp. 329-330. 

93~ournal  of Proceedings, 1910, p. 101. 

94~ran t ,  Church Union, p. 43. 

95~he  religious preference figures i n  the 1911 census were Methodist 
l&&7 per cent, Presbyterian 15.48 per cent, and Congregationalist A 8  
per cent, The Canada Year Book 1927-28, p. 123, 

96~ran t ,  Church Union, p. 34. 



or  became theological schools, Columbian College, New Westminster, Br i t i sh  

Columbia was established i n  1893 but  discontinued i t s  arts work i n  1914, A 

new theological school, Ryerson College, taught theology i n  a f f i l i a t i o n  

with the University of Bri t ish Colunibia. Alberta College i n  Edmonton opened 

i n  1903 but l a t e r  became a theological school and Regina College, establish- 

ed i n  19x1, l o s t  its connection with the United Church i n  1934 due t o  finan- 

c i a l  difficulty.97 With the exception of Manitoba College i n  Winnipeg, the 

Presbyterians confined themselves t o  the establishment of a theological 

school i n  each province, Even i n  Winnipeg, where the denominational 

colleges were stronger, an attempt t o  merge the Methodist and Presbyterian 

colleges i n  1913 f a i l e d  f o r  lack of support from e t h o d i s t s  i n  Manitoba. 98 

A key reason why merger did not r e su l t  i n  strong educational in s t i tu t ions  

i n  the West i s  tha t  they were not a p r i o r i t y  i n  merger discussions, If 

Anglicans, with t h e i r  more denominational t radi t ion,  had continued i n  the 

merger discussions, a m r e  comprehensive mission may have developed. 

Where it concentrated i t s  ef for t s ,  i n  the establishment of missions 

and congregations, the raission of The Methodist Church t o  the West was 

effective. The scattered settlements and growing c i t i e s  were adequately 

served, Some ex%ended circui ts ,  l i k e  the one a t  Gleichen, Alberta, re- 

quired one xlssionary t o  serve as many as nine points, but  the  number of 

people involved did not require the services of more than one missionary. 

The c i t i e s  were equally well supplied. By 1891 Methodism had three 

churches and a Chinese mission i n  New Xestminster, which then had a 

9 7 ~ s t e r s ,  Church Colleges, pp. 166, 167, 204, 205. 

98Masters, Church Colleges, p. 157. 



population of about 9 , 0 0 0 . ~ ~  I n  Victoria, which had a population of about 

25,000, there were four Methodist churches, one serving Indians and one 

serving Chinese. The la rges t  of the four Methodist churches i n  Victoria, 

the Pandora S t r ee t  Church, 'in appearance l ike  the Sherbourne S t ree t  

Eethodist Church, Toronto," could sea t  1,500 people.100 The r a t i o  of 

Methodist clergy t o  membership i n  the West also suggests t h a t  the  West was 

adequately served. I n  1902 Methodism i n  the West had 326 clergymen serving 

its 28,508 members, o r  one clergyman f o r  every ninety members. lo' A t  this 

time the Toronto Conference had one clergyman f o r  every 4 7  members and the 

Bay of Quinte Conference had one clergyman f o r  every 175 members. 102 

Methodist impact on the West was l e s s  than i t s  continuing impact on Ontario 

but was still significant.  A t  the end of the heaviest decade of settlement, 

i n  1 9 l l  Methodism was back i n  fourth place among the denominations i n  the 

West, but enjoyed the adherence of 15 per cent of the population of the 

West. 103 

Methodist roots as a movement influenced the mission of The Methodist 

Church t o  the West, The Methodist Church placed more emphasis on the 

missionary going t o  the people than did the other denominations. The work 

9 9 ~ . ~ .  Glover, 'British Columbia, The Christian Guardian, 
(4 February 1891), p, 67, 

'"T.W. Glover, "British Columbia, The Christian Guardian, 
(11 February 1891), p, 82. 

lol~alculated from f igures  given i n  Journal of Proceedings, 1910, 
pp. lk7, 152-1590 

lo3h 1911 the population of the West was 1,720,402, Canada Year 
Book 1921, p, 98; 260,713 of these were adherents of The Wthodist Church, 
Canada Year Book 1927-28, p. 101, 



of some Hethodist missionaries conducting services i n  sect ion houses and 

farm houses along a hundred dies of railway contrasts readily with the 

Roman Catholic development of self-contained communities served by l ay  and 

ordained orders, When Roman Catholic p r i e s t s  v i s i t ed  remote points, they 

usually worked out of one of these conanunities. Anglicans and Presbyterians 

were also more l ike ly  t o  be t i e d  t o  a cent ra l  base, even if only a church 

and manse, then were the Methodists. The role  of the missionary as the 

Methodist p r io r i ty  was fur ther  expressed i n  the werseas recruitment of 

men rather  than money, When Anglicans wanted t o  expand t h e i r  work i n  the 

West t h e i r  f i r s t  s tep was t o  r a i s e  funds t o  establ ish new episcopates; t o  

Methodists the way t o  expand was t o  send out more missionaries. While 

Canadian 14ethodism was the most f inancial ly  independent of the four major 

denominations, Woodsworth made several t r i p s  to  Britain t o  r ecu i t  men, 

Nethodist movement t rad i t ion  exerted an influence on the merger discussions 

as well, The position, taken only by the Methodists, t ha t  merger was not 

a theological imperative grew out of Methodism's t rad i t iona l  emphasis on 

the "more s p i r i t u a l  doctrines." Also re f lec t ive  of the continuing move- 

ment influence was the opinion tha t  Methodism had more i n  common with 

Presbyterianism than Kith i t s  more comprehensive parent, Anglica.uism, 

But the mission of The Ikthociist Church t o  the West was primarily 

tha t  of a denomination, While the circui-t r ide r  had followed the s e t t l e r s  

in to  the e a r l i e r  f ron t i e r s  of the United States  and S r i t i s h  North America, 

The Hethodist Church preceded the s e t t l e r s  in to  the West and began t o  

develop permanent structures,  Prior t o  extensive new set t le-mnt  Methodism 

formed a conference i n  the 'cdest, appointed a superintendent of missions, 

and established a college. I n  the growing c i t i e s  t h i s  church repeated the 
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denominational pat tern of establishing permanent and, where possible, sub- 

s t a n t i a l  congregations it had used i n  Toronto, Methodism was not a s  

denominational as  Roman Catholicism and Anglicanism, who established epis- 

copates out i n  what became Alberta i n  1871 and 1872 respectively, bu t  it 

basical ly  depended on denominational structures. Though l a t e r  settlement 

was rapid and extensive, the high r a t i o  of clergy to  membership i n  the Vest 

suggests The Methodist Church continued t o  develop ahead of settlement. 

Methodist acceptance of corporate merger a s  the way t o  fellowship, a 

reversal  of i t s  ea r l i e r  preference f o r  cooperation, a l so  indicated a 

denominational character and outlook. Merger, a th rea t  t o  the special  

i n t e re s t  of a movement, advanced the comprehensive in t e res t s  of a denomina- 

tion. 



By 1884 C-dian Methodism had been providing higher education f o r  

forty-three years but was only beginning t o  provide welfare services, Late 

entry in to  welfare work was not consistent with Methodist t rad i t ion  which 

had always included collections f o r  the poor, I n  eighteenth century 

England, Wesley had used these funds to  form re l i e f  agencies cal led Stran- 

gers' Friend Societies, and t o  employ women i n  irnittingel But i n  Canada 

ins t i tu t ions  designed t o  provide welfare services were l a t e  i n  being devel- 

oped, On the f ron t i e r  the i t i ne ran t  had shared rather  than al leviated the 

hardships of the se t t l e r ,  and i n  the growing towns and c i t i e s  Methodist 

i n t e re s t  had concentrated on the multiplication of congregations t o  the 

neglect of a more comprehensive mission, 

The l e s s  indus t r ia l  character of Canada and Protestant choice of in- 

t e r e s t s  contributed t o  the 

work. I n  1871 half of the 

ing and four-fifths of the 

l a t e  entry of Canadian Methodism in to  welfare 

labour force were engaged i n  some kind of farm- 

population l ived i n  r u r a l  areasO2 I n  t h i s  

%alduyn Edwards, John Wesley And The Eighteenth Century. A Study of 
H i s  Social  and Po l i t i ca l  Influence, (London: The Epworth Press, 1955), 
pp, 152-153. 

'~ohn Porter, The Vertical Mosaic. An Analysis of Social Class and 
Power i n  Canada, (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1965), p. 137. 



environment indus t r ia l  problems of unemployment, wages, and housing were 

re la t ive ly  new and response to  them was only beginning t o  extend t o  organ- 

ized activity.  Labour, f o r  instance, had pressed f o r  leg is la t ion  i n  i t s  

i n t e r e s t  i n  Bri ta in and the United States  i n  the 1840's but was only getting 

under way i n  Canada i n  1885, when i t s  first permanent organization, the 

Trades and Labour Congress, was f ~ r m e d . ~  Protestant choice of in t e re s t s  

a l so  contributed t o  Hethodism8s l a t e  entry in to  welfare work, Anglicanism 

and Presbyterianism, a s  well as Methodism, engaged i n  higher education i n  

Canada much e a r l i e r  than i n  welfare. Roman Catholicism was notably more 

comprehensive i n  i t s  in t e res t s  and preceded the other bodies in to  welfare 

work i n  Canada by more than two centuries, The e a r l i e s t  Roman Catholic 

e f fo r t s  i n  welfare were a hospi tal  and a convent established i n  Quebec City 

i n  the l a t e  1630's, by the nuns of Dieppe and the Ursuline s i s t e r s  respect- 

4 inely, If Bishop J. Strachan had attempted t o  asser t  Anglican control 

over welfare rather  than higher education i n  @per Canada, the resul t ing 

Protestant competition t o  provide welfare services would undoubtedly have 

been a great boon t o  the poor, 

When Canadian Methodism began t o  engage i n  welfare work, it did so as 

an extension of missionary work. The Crosby G i r l s  Home a t  Port Simpson, 

Bri t ish Columbia began about 1875 when Indian g i r l s  s ta r ted  corning t o  the 

mission there run by Rev. and Mrs. Thomas Crosby, reportedly t o  avoid being 

k~. Logan, Trade Unions i n  Canada: Their Development and Function- 
%,  o or onto: The Macmillan Company of Canada Limited, 1948), p. 2. 

h a l s h ,  Church i n  Canada, pp, 38-39. 



sold by the i r  parents.5 Another ear ly Methodist welfare ins t i tu t ion ,  the 

McDougall Memorial Orphanage a t  Morley, Alberta, was  established i n  1882 i n  

memory of Rev. George McDougall, who had served f o r  sixteen years as  a 

6 missionary i n  the Xest. Welfare was also an extension of mission i n  the 

work of The Woman's Missionary Society, organized i n  1881 t o  rel ieve the 

general missionary society of some of its educational and soc ia l  activity.  7 

The Woman's Nissionary Society engaged i n  both missionary and welfare activ- 

i t i e s .  A t  i t s  second annual meeting the society appropriated i t s  budget t o  

these causes: support f o r  two missionaries i n  Japan, plus t h e i r  native 

assis tants ,  and aid t o  a proposed school i n  Japan to  provide education f o r  

women, $2000.00; French work $600.88; McDougall Orphanage $200.00; and 

Crosby G i r l s  Home $800.00.~ The la rges t  portion of this society's budget 

continued t o  be expended on work i n  ~ a ~ a n . ~  A s  an extension of missionary 

work these welfare projects had only limited resources, but mission must be 

credited with providing the point of contact. 

The movement influence i n  Canadian ?4&hodism was apparent i n  the 

%tephenson, Hundred Years, p. 179. 

6~taphenson, Hundred Years, p. 104. 

(H.L. Pla t t ,  The Story of The Years. A History of The Woman's 
Missionary Society of The Methodist Church, Canada, from 1881 t o  1906, 
(1906), Vole 1, PO 17. 

'Winutes of The Second Annual Mseting of The Woman1 s Missionary 
Society of The Hethodist Church of Canada, October 24th and ZSth, 1883,n 
held i n  the lecture room of Dominion Square Church, Montreal, i n  Woman's 
Mssionary Society Reports 18814890, United Church Archives, Victoria 
University, p. 6. 

9 
The society's expenditures f o r  the year ending i n  1899 were $27,261. 

f o r  Japan, $4,775. f o r  Indian work, $4,862. f o r  China, "Woman's Eissionary 
Society Report,n The Canadian Yethodist Magazine, (~ovember 1899), p. 473. 
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location of these f i r s t  welfare inst i tut ions.  They did n lot develop i n  cen- 

t e r s  of Methodist strength, l i k e  Toronto, but i n  new mission areas where 

Methodism faced special  educational, l inguist ic ,  o r  soc ia l  problems. The 

development of welfare in s t i tu t ions  was i n i t i a l l y  an adjustment t o  meet 

d i f f i cu l t  circumstances rather  than a thrust  inherent i n  Canadian Method- 

ism's assumed task. While the location of these ins t i tu t ions  was  due t o  

movement influence, t h e i r  very existence signified a denominational approach 

t o  welfare. 

The Methodist Church markedly increased i t s  part ic ipat ion i n  welfare 

services about 1890, when it began t o  develop c i t y  missions and a diaconate. 

Like the e a r l i e r  welfare ins t i tu t ions  the c i t y  missions developed out of a 

missionary contact. The c i t y  missions were s ta r ted  by a few individuals i n  

response t o  loca l  needs and were expanded as t h e i r  base of supportbroad- 

ened t o  include congregations and missionary societies.  The two best  known 

missions, the Fred Victor Mission i n  Toronto and A l l  Peoples1 Mission i n  

Winnipeg, grew out of Sunday school classes among non-menfbers begun i n  1886 

and 1889 respectively.10 The establishment of the  diaconate followed pro- 

vision made by the 1890 General Conference, The work of the  c i t y  missions 

and t h a t  of the diaconate was similar and several deaconesses were employed 

i n  the missions. 

h.esbyterians began c i t y  mission work a few years e a r l i e r  than Iqethod- 

ists, but Methodists soon had comparable i f  not stronger missions, The 

f i r s t  Presbyterian mission was  St. Andrew's Ins t i tu t e  which developed out 

l0fY!hese Twenty Years 1886-1906. The Growth and Work of the Fred 
Victor Xssion,If annual report  and review of the work, copy i n  Fred 
Victor archives, p. 4. Rev, T.E. Morden, "The A l l  Peoples1 P K s ~ i o n , ~  
The Christian Guardian, (26 July 1899), p. 467, 



of St. Andrew's congregation, t he  mother of Old Kirk congregations i n  

Toronto, The i n s t i t u t e  began i n  1870 with a Sunday school c l a s s  and seven 

years l a t e r  added evening c lasses  f o r  boys who did not a t tend day school 

and a Penny Savings ~anlt." I n  1890 the  i n s t i t u t e  moved t o  its f i r s t  per- 

manent f a c i l i t y ,  a four-story br ick building t h a t  housed recreational ,  

socia l ,  and educational activit ies.12 The F'red Victor MLssion developed 

out of Metropolitan congregation and moved t o  i t s  first permanent f a c i l i t y  

i n  1894, I n  addi t ion t o  t he  usual c i t y  mission a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  f ive-story 

b r ick  building included a school of household The c i t y  missions 

i n  Canada during the  1890's a re  sa id  t o  have "ref lected ventures pioneeredn 

I.4 i n B r i t a i n a n d t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i n t h e 1 8 8 0 1 s ,  Ou t s ide in f luenceno  

doubt existed, but t he  Canadian c i t y  missions of t he  1890's were a l s o  

products of indigenous development. 

A denominational f ea tu r e  only recent ly  enlarged i n  Canadian Nethodism 

bu t  v i t a l  t o  i t s  c i t y  mission work was par t i c ipa t ion  by the  l a i t y .  Nethod- 

is t  c i t y  missions grew out  of work done by l a i t y  and were l a rge ly  s ta f fed  

by them. The Fred Victor building was i t s e l f  the  gif t  of a layman, 

"J.F. McCurdy (ed.), L i fe  and Work of D. J. Ib!acdonnell, Enlnister of 
S t ,  Andrew's Church, Toronto with a Select ion of Sermons and Prayers, 
(Toronto: W i l l i a m  Briggs, l897), pp, 288-291, 

12&~urdy, Life of Macdonnell, p. 301. 

13nFred Victor Mission Society of The &thodis t  Church, T ~ r o n t o , ~ '  
(1900), W t e d  Church Archives, Victoria University, p. 32. The Fred 
Victor Nission s t i l l  functions on the  corner of Queen and Jarvis s t r ee t s ,  
naJ i n  a new building constructed i n  1960. The current  program includes 
a home f o r  sixty-nine r e t i r e d  men, a c lothing department t h a t  d i s t r i bu t e s  
2,500-3,000 items a month, an employment service  f o r  youth, and worship 
services  Sunday morning and evening, 

l%lichard Allen, The Soc ia l  Passion. Religion and Socia l  Reform i n  
Canada 1914-28, (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1971), p. 11. 



H a r t  A. Nassey provided the building i n  memory of h is  l a t e  son, Fred Victor, 

who had been a volunteer a t  the nbssion.15 Laity, of course, were promin- 

ent  i n  the welfare work of the other major bodies. The men's association 

a t  St ,  Andrew's congregation were active i n  the funding and work of the 

i n s t i t u t e  and speakers a t  i t s  opening included S i r  Daniel Wilson, President 

of the University of Toronto, and Goldwin ~ m i t h . ' ~  Anglicans did not yet  

have c i t y  missions i n  Canada but did have a small order of nuns t h a t  did 

hospital, educational, and soc ia l  work. The order, The S i s t e r s  of St. John 

the Divine, had been founded i n  Toronto i n  1884 by Hannah Coome, a widow. 17 

I n  addition t o  i t s  orders of women, Roman Catholicism had l ay  brothers who 

did prac t ica l  work i n  Catholic communities. 18 

I n  i ts new building the work of Fred Victor Mission expanded under the 

direct ion of i t s  first full-time staff, I n  1898 the full-time s t a f f  

numbered four and two years l a t e r  the number had increased t o  eight. The 

work of the full-time s t a f f  was augmented by tha t  of volunteers, The s t a f f  

i n  1900 consisted of a clergyman, six deaconesses, and an instructor  i n  

household science.19 Rev. T.E. Share was the superintendent, a posit ion 

15~umerous Methodist and other ins t i tu t ions  benefited from g i f t s  from 
the Massey family. I n  1900 Wesley College received a $100,000. bequest 
from H.A. Massey fo r  endowment, "iReport of The Board of Directors of 
Wesley college, it Appendix, Minutes of Conferences 1900,  o or onto : W i l l i a m  
Briggs, 1900), p. 412. The Fred Victor building cost $60,000. t o  construct, 

" I k ~ u r d ~ ,  U f e  of Macdonnell, p. 302. 

1 7 ~ i l b e r t  Roxburgh, "Nun i n  habit? She's Anglican,' The Globe and 
Mail, Toronto, (20 November 1971), po 32. Today there are s ix ty  nuns i n  - 
the order and e ight  novitiates, Ibid. 

l8I4orice, Catholic Church, p. 115'. 

1 9 f ' ~ e d  Victor Mission Society," (1900), p. 1. 



t ha t  consisted of rel igious and administrative functions. The work of the 

deaconesses was both prac t ica l  and rel igious a s  well. The nurse deaconess, 

Miss L. Brown, v is i ted  the  homes of mothers Kith babies, where her func- 

t ions could include cleaning the  house, caring fo r  a s ick member of the  

family, and offering prayer. Another deaconess, Miss E. Ariss, had been 

assigned t o  work with young women who were thought t o  face moral danger i n  

the c i t y  from insuff ic ien t  salar ies ,  drinking, and dancing. The other 

deaconesses were employed two each i n  ch i ldrents  work and i n  visit ing. The 

eighth employee, Hss H. Norris was pr incipal  of the School of Household 

Science. 20 

The ea r l i e s t  and most substant ial  of the other Methodist missions was 

A l l  Peoples1 Rission i n  Winnipeg. There were four other missions, two i n  

Montreal, one more i n  Toronto, and one i n  Belleville. A l l  Peoples1 Nssion 

developed out of McDougall Methodist Church, and purchased i t s  old building 

i n  1893 when the congregation b u i l t  a new one. The old kDougall church 

was mwed t o  a rented l o t  near the Canadian Pacific Railway station, where 

the mission oriented i t s e l f  to new immigrants. On the side of the building 

facing the railway waiting room, the name of the mission, A House of Prayer 

f o r  A l l  People, was  l e t te red  i n  eight  languages: English, German, French, 

Icelandic, Swedish, Polish, I ta l ian ,  and Dutch. With the support of 

Winnfpeg congregations, the mission dis t r ibuted food, clothing, and f u e l  

r e l i e f  and attempted t o  f ind  employment f o r  With i t s  l a t e r  axpan- 

sion in to  additional f a c i l i t i e s ,  A 1 1  Peoplest Mssion became more 

''ft~red Victor Mission Society,' (1900), pp. 18, 32, 34. 

' l~orden, " A l l  Peoplest, p. 467. 



decentralized than the Fred Victor Nission, but i t s  program and s t a f f  were 

soon of comparable strength,22 The l inguis t ic  diversi ty  of its constituency 

and the lack of a k s s e y  family to provide it with a cent ra l  building prob- 

ably contributed t o  the decentralization of A l l  Peoples' ITLssion, 

Though most of the work a t  811 Peoples1 Mission was done i n  the 

English language, some services were provided i n  other languages, From the 

beginning German was spoken t o  some extent i n  the Sunday school and other 

languages were used when the l inguis t ic  a b i l i t i e s  of the workers permitted. 

For a while a reading room was kept open with newspapers i n  severallangua- 

ges, I n  1904 an Austrian-born Protestant, Rev, J.V. Kwar was employed t o  

hold worship services i n  German, Slavic, and Bohemian, Another Austrian- 

born worker, Ess Kochella held foreign language Sunday school classes.23 

The complexion of the children enrolled i n  kindergarten and indus t r ia l  

classes a t  A l l  Peoples1 Mission i n  1909 was i l l u s t r a t i v e  of the diverse 

population then being served, The nnat ional i t iesw of the 707 children en- 

rol led i n  these classes were Bri t ish 154, Canadian fifty-seven, American 

two, Polish 4 8 ,  German 127, Jewish 109, Russian thirty-seven, Syrian 

twenty-three, Danish two, Slovakian two, Icelandic one, Negroid one, 

2 2 ~ n  1908 the s t a f f  a t  A l l  Peoples1 Xission consisted of J-s S. 
Woodsworth, three deaconesses, two kindergarten teachers and two 
assis tants ,  two Polish students a t  Wesley College, and two theology 
students t ra ining f o r  "foreign work a t  home,w " A l l  Peoplesr Mission, 
Winnipeg, ~e~ort-1907-1908,~-~~pendix No, 4; James S, koodsworth, 
Strangers Within Our Gates or Coming Canadians,  o or onto: The Missionary 
Society of The Hethodist Church, 1909), p, 319. 

23~eorge Neil W r y ,  nM&hodism on The Canadian Prairies,  1896 t o  
1 :  The Dynamics of an Ins t i tu t ion  in a new Envi r~nment ,~~ Dissertation, 
University of Bri t ish C o l d i a ,  1970, p, 233. 



Ruthenian twenty-seven, Roumanian six,  and Swedish five. 24 

The importance t o  the community of the kindergarten and indus t r ia l  

classes provided by A l l  Peoplesf mssion was increased by the f a c t  tha t  

nearly half of the children enrolled i n  them did not attend a regular day- 

Some of the children not attending day-school were kept a t  home 

to  care f o r  smaller children while the mother worked; some of the  children 

were employed outside the home; others wandered about the streets.  I n  one 

home a boy aged fourteen and a girl aged eleven supported the family. 26 

The classes at  A l l  Peoplest Mission provided one of the few opportunities 

f o r  the development of s k i l l s  i n  which these children participated. 

The work of the c i t y  missions was limited by the inadequate support 

they received from The Methodist churchOP7 While nineteen Fkthodist congre- 

gations i n  Toronto were supporting Fred Victor Mission by 1900, the i r  com- 

bined financial contribution t h a t  year was only $3,853.35. 28 Indirect ly 

these congregations gave fur ther  support t o  the c i t y  missions through 

missionary and other organizations but  the amount of support was s t i l l  

24ff~ll Peoples 1 Mission, Vinnipeg. Report 1908-1999, " Appendix 
No. 4, Woodsworth, Strangers, p. 329. 

250nly 344 of the 707 children enrolled i n  these classes attended 
public school, another t h i r t y  attended Catholic Separate Schools and 
eleven attended German Lutheran schools, - B i d .  Public school attendance 
was not then required i n  Xanitoba. 

26nA11 Peoples Mission, 'dinnipeg. Report 19084909, w p. 330. 

27~omuni ty  support was even more cautious; i n  1909-1709 All Peoplesf 
Mtssion received a grant of $500.00 from the  Winnipeg City Council, 
W A l l  Peoples1 Mission, Winnipeg. Report 1908-1909," p. 331. This may 
have been the f i r s t  c i t y  grant, as  one was not l i s t ed  among the sources 
of support i n  the annual report for  the previous year. 

29Vred Victor fission Society," (1900), p. 37. 



modest compared t o  t h a t  given t o  other in te res t s .  While t he  c i t y  missions 

operated on annual Sudgets of a few thousand do l l a r s  each, funds were 

ra i sed  throughout The Methodist Church t o  reduce the  half-mill ion d o l l a r  

debt a t  S t ,  James Church i n  ~ o n t r e a l . ~ ~  S t ,  James had incurred the debt 

through re loca t ion  i n  1889. The c i t y  missions enjoyed a s l i g h t l y  more 

adequate bas i s  of support a f t e r  t he  1906 General Conference provided f o r  

the  formation of c i t y  mission boards. 

'l'hough t h e i r  resources were limited, t h e  c i t y  missions provided a 

var ie ty  of soc i a l  services  and stimulated i n t e r e s t  i n  welfare i n  church and 

community. Rev. James S. Woodsworth, Superintendent of A l l  Peoples' 

Hss ion ,  1907-1913, described h i s  work a s  t h a t  of business manager, pro- 

mater, pub l ic i ty  agent, col lector ,  clerk,  and messenger boy all  ro l l ed  i n t o  

30 one. Through correspondence, a r t i c l e s  i n  the  press, addresses, and pub- 

l i ca t ions ,  Woodsworth kept the  work of A l l  Peoples1 Mission before the  

church and community. Beyond h i s  immediate work as Superintendent, Woods- 

worth sought t o  improve welfare conditions i n  Xinnipeg by serving on 

community committees such as the  Council of Associated Charit ies,  the  

Children's Aid, and the  Playgrounds Association. 

The founding of c i t y  missions was the product of denominationalinter-  

es t ,  bu t  t h e i r  l imi ted resources re f lec ted  a continuing movement influence. 

This movement influence can be i l l u s t r a t e d  by the  di f ference between c i t y  
i 

missions i n  Canada and t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  churches t h a t  developed i n  t he  

i United S t a t e s  during the  1880's. The c i t y  missions developed out  of 
I 
I 

1 
ii 

29~ev.  W. Yarrison, '!The F ines t  Church i n  Methodism, The Canadian 
Methodist Magazine, (December 1899), p. 564. 

3 0 f l ~ l l  Peoples' Mission. Report 1907-1908,1f p. 341. 



congregations but soon became separate inst i tut ions.  McDougall church, f o r  

example, provided some assistance t o  A 1 1  Peoples' Mission but  evidently did 

not consider the work of the mission suf f ic ien t ly  i t s  business t o  make i t s  

new building a c i t y  mission rather  than a regular congregation. Canadian 

Presbyterians shared with Methodists the policy of doing c i t y  mission work 

i n  a separate f ac i l i t y .  This policy made the c i t y  missions in to  poor 

cousins of the congregations and, i n  the absence of other adequate resources, 

retarded t h e i r  development. The ins t i tu t iona l  congregations i n  the United 

States,  by contrast, made mission t h e i r  main business and developed the i r  

program around it. The indus t r ia l  education and philanthropic program of 

St. George's Episcopal Church on the East Side of New York was an outstand- 

ing but not isolated example. Congregationalists, Baptists, and somewfiat 

l a t e r  b t h o d i s t s  also had ins t i tu t iona l  churches. Between 1883 and 1589, 

St. George's conpegation spent over two million dol la rs  f o r  philanthropic 

purposes.31 A spectacular increase i n  rnenbersMp, from 200 t o  4,000, dur- 

ing these years, indicated popular support f o r  St. George's work, While 

the in s t i tu t iona l  churches represented the denodnational approach t o  wel- 

fare,  the c i t y  missions were a compromise with mavement influence. The 

founding of c i t y  missions allowed congregations t o  concentrate on the 

ideological task of preaching and teaching while in s t i tu t iona l  welfare work 

was supported by a special  offering one Sunday each year or  otherwise 

t reated a s  something apart  from the main business of the church, 

In addition t o  c i t y  missions, The Methodist Church established a 

diaconate t o  do welfare work, An ins t i tu t ion  used by several denominations, 

31~lnnstead, Religion, p. 484. 



the diaconate employed persons, usually women, f o r  social  and religious 

services, I n  the ear ly  centuries of the church, the diaconate had admit- 

ted men and women t o  an office tha t  included preaching, teaching, and the 

administration of baptism and a ~ n s . 3 ~  But during the Middle Ages the 

diaconate had largely been replaced by religious orders, 

The diaconate expanded again i n  the nineteenth century, through the 

e f for t s  of Theodore Fliedner, Pastor a t  the v i l lage  of Kaiserwerth, Germany, 

Fliedner had been impressed by the work of Mennonite deaconesses among the 

poor i n  Holland and by the work of Elizabeth Fry among prisoners i n  

England, He began t o  work among prisoners and others i n  h i s  community and 

soon saw a need f o r  the assistance of nurses, I n  1836 Fliedner and a few 

fr iends drew up the s t a tu t e s  f o r  a deaconess society and Gertrude Rerchard, 

the daughter of a physician, became i t s  first deaconess.33 Nursing has 

continued t o  be a main task of the revived diaconate, The work spread t o  

other countries with Fliedner's personal assistance. He ins ta l led  

deaconesses i n  the German hospi tal  i n  London, England i n  1546 and three 

years l a t e r  accompanied four deaconesses to Pittsburg, where work was begun 

i n  America, Preparation f o r  the l a t t e r  work had been made by Rev. W.A. 

Passavant, pastor of English Lutheran Church i n  Pittsburg, who secured 

property f o r  a home and hospital, The Lutheran Synod gave the  new work 

p a r t i a l  endorsement, awaiting "with deep in t e res t  the r e s u l t  of the  work. n% 

 andbo book of The Deaconess Order of The United Church of Canada, 
The C o d t t e e  on the Deaconess Order and Women Workers, Mrs. W.J. Campion, 
B.A., Secretary, Room 506, 299 Queen St. West,   or onto, Ontario, (n. dm), 
Pa 5. 

33~ev, Henry Wheeler, Deaconesses Ancient and Modern, ( ~ e w  York: 
Hunt and Eaton, 1889), pp. 173-177. 

h e e l e r ,  Deaconesses, p. 836. 
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When Fliedner died i n  1864 there were 1,600 deaconesses a t  work i n  Europe, 

Asia, Britain, and Amrica. 

Methodist deaconess work i n  the United States  grew out of The Chicago 

Training School fo r  City, Horn and Foreign ~ s s i o n s ,  founded i n  1885 t o  

provide special  t ra ining f o r  women, A t  the close of the second yeax of 

operation about ten  students indicated they were wil l ing t o  s tay  f o r  the 

summer and continue the prac t ica l  work t h a t  had been pa r t  of t h e i r  train- 

ing. The school provided the workers with accommodation during the summer 

and t h a t  f a l l  a deaconess home was opened i n  a rented f l a t  with two women 

forming the nucleus, The 1888 General Conference made provision f o r  the 

order and a year l a t e r  homes were opened i n  New York, Boston, and 

Minneapolis. 35 The work expanded rapidly and Methodists soon surpassed 

Lutherans and Anglicans i n  the use of t h i s  inst i tut ion.  By 1900 the Method- 

ist Episcopal Church was operating seventy-three deaconess h0mes.3~ A 

graduate of the Chicago Deaconess Hone, Hss Thompson, became the f i r s t  

superintendent of deaconess work i n  Toronto. 3 7 

I n  Canada, the 1890 General Conference of The Methodist Church pro- 

vided f o r  the establishment of a diaconate. I n  providing f o r  t h i s  new 

welfare in s t i tu t ion  Canadian Methodists preceded Anglicans and Presby- 

terians,  who did not make similar provision u n t i l  1893 and 1908 respect- 

i v e ~ ~ , ~ ~  but were much l a t e r  than Roman Catholics, whose charitable orders 

35~ucy Rider Meyer, Deaconesses and Their Work: Biblical, Early 
Church, European, American, (Chicago : The Deaconess Advocate, 18971, 
unpaginated, 

3601mestead, Religion, p, 486, 

3 7 ~ y e r ,  Deaconesses. 

38Mc~eill, Presbyterian Church, p. l.49. 



d i d  similar work.39 The e a r l i e r  entry  of Roman Catholicism i n t o  char i table  

work was consis tent  with i t s  more comprehensive approach t o  mission gener- 

a l ly .  I n  1894 the  Toronto Conference of The Methodist Church organized 

the  Toronto Deaconess Aid Society t o  support t he  work of the  diaconate, 

and a few months l a t e r  a Deaconess Home and Training School was opened a t  

28 McGill Street .  The school l a t e r  moved t o  257 J a rv i s  S t r e e t  and i n  1911 

t o  a spacious building a t  135 St. Clair Avenue, 40 

A t  t he  Deaconess Home and Training School i n  Toronto, candidates f o r  

the  diaconate spent p a r t  of each day i n  p r a c t i c a l  work and the  remainder 

i n  study. Those preparing t o  become nurses d id  t h e i r  p r a c t i c a l  work i n  

hospi ta ls ;  the  others v i s i t e d  homes and provided food and c lothing r e l i e f .  

The 1897 r epo r t  of t he  Deaconess Home and Training School indicated the  

deaconesses and candidates had made, during t he  p a s t  year, 1,434 v i s i t s  t o  

the  sick,  5,595' house c a l l s ,  had given away 550 baskets of food and 1,473 

garments, and had spent $229.25 i n  r e l i e f  t o  d i s t ressed  persons. 41 

Deaconess candidates preparing t o  become nurses read physiology and theology 

390ne Roow Catholic order, t he  S i s t e r s  of Charity of Montreal grew 
from work begun by Nme dl Youville, a young widow who ran  a s t o r e  on the  
first f l o o r  of her  home i n  t he  Market Place i n  Montreal. Assisted by 
other  women, she s t a r t ed  t o  help the  poor sometimes with gifts of money, 
I n  1747 they took over an old hospi ta l ,  and l a t e r  became ch ie f ly  a 
hosp i t a l  order, H.H. Walsh, The Church i n  The fiench Era, From 
Colonization t o  The Br i t i sh  Conquest, (Toronto: The Ryerson Press, 
1966) , ppe 195-197. 

L%andbook, p. 6. 

hlt l~oard of Management of Deaconess Home," i n  Winutes of The 
Proceedings of The Fourteenth Session of The Toronto Annual Conference 
of The F i thod is t  Church, Held i n  The Carlton S t r e e t  Church, Toronto, 
F'rom June 10th  t o  June 16th, 1897, p. 57, MLnutes of Conferences, 1897, 
 o or onto: William Briggs, 1897) . 



the  first year, while t h e  others  read mainly theology. During the  second 

and f i n a l  year a l l  candidates read theology, h is tory ,  and physiology, 

Theological works read included Iiife of Paul by Sta lker ,  U f e  of John 'Wesley 

by Watson, and Women of Methodism by Abel The course included 

l ec tu r e s  on both p r a c t i c a l  and study subjects  given by Methodist l ay  and 

c l e r i c a l  leaders,  especia l ly  Victor ia  University f a c u l t y  members, The 

e n t i r e  course was a l so  open t o  missionaries and t o  women who simply wished 

t o  increase t h e i r  skills, 

In  1904, t e n  years a f t e r  the  work had begun, the re  were about twenty 

deaconesses working i n  congregations, c i t y  missions, and other i n s t i t u t i o n s  

of The Nethodist Church. One deaconess was  employed i n  each of t e n  congrega- 

t ions ,  f ive  i n  Toronto, two i n  Hamilton, and one i n  each of London, Montreal 

and St .  John's, ~ e w f a u n d l a n d . ~ ~  Ekcept f o r  the  congregation i n  Newfound- 

land, which employed a nurse deaconess, the  congregations employed deacon- 

esses  mainly f o r  v i s i t i ng ,  a task  t h a t  may not have fully u t i l i z e d  t h e i r  

t ra ining,  The nine deaconesses employed i n  c i t y  missions o r  r e l a t ed  work 

were challenged with a much greater  d ivers i ty  of tasks. A t  the  Fred 

Victor Mission one deaconess was employed as a nurse, one taught  home and 

garden skills t o  children, and one v i s i t e d  iAe Union S t a t i on  t o  aid t ravel-  

l e r s ,  I n  work re la ted  t o  t h a t  of t he  c i t y  missions, deaconesses ran  a 

summer camp a t  Whitby, Ontario, which had provided a vacation of t e n  days 

42rWrst Annual Report of The Toronto Deaconess Home and Training 
School of The Y-ethodist Church, 28 X c G i l l  S t ree t ,  Toronto, 189b-1895," 
 o or onto: W i l l i a m  Briggs, 1895), p. 10, 

43 
WToronto Deaconess Home and Training School of The Methodist 

Church, Tenth Annual Report 1903-1904,  o or onto: Methodist Book and 
Publishing ~ o u s e ) ,  pp. 9, 26. 



or longer fo r  525 children and 160 mothers,hh The deaconesses employed i n  

other Methodist ins t i tu t ions  included the superintendent of the Hamilton 

Deaconess Home and two others, one a nurse, employed by the Methodist 

Orphanage i n  Newfoundland, Though the deaconesses were not numerous, 45 

they assis ted many persons w i t h  the limited resources available to  them. 

The use of deaconesses i n  The Methodist Church was an expression of 

denominational in t e res t  i n  welfare but movement t radi t ion influenced the 

character of this ins t i tu t ion ,  Canadian i%thodismt s model was the diaconate 

of primative Christianity, which had a l e s s  formal character than the l a t e r  

Roman Catholic orders, I n  apparent dis t inct ion from the permanent and 

established nature of a Roman Catholic order, the Hethodist diaconate was 

not t o  require vows, uniform dress, o r  life-long service,46 These stipu- 

la t ions were consistent with Methodism's t rad i t ional  p r io r i ty  on sp i r i tua l  

things over material structures,  I n  contrast t o  a Roman Catholic nun who 

conrmitted herself t o  the work of an order f o r  l i f e ,  a Methodist deaconess 

was  l ike ly  t o  be a young woman doing pract ical  Christian work f o r  a few 

years u n t i l  the r ight  marriage proposal came along, 

Yet the denominational emphasis was c lear  not only i n  the existence 

of the diaconate but i n  the way it was organized, The t ra ining program 

Wln~eacone ss Home, 1903-1904, pa 10. 

4 h e n  the United Church was formed i n  1925 there were about one 
hundred deaconesses i n  the Methodist and Presbyterian bodies, The order 
was continued and since 1955 t h e i r  t raining has taken place a t  the 
Christian Studies Centre a t  77 Charles St, West, Handbook, p. 7, The 
role  of the diaconate has not been f u l l y  developed, however; deaconesses 
seem t o  be i n  demand only during times of rel igious expansion, when there 
i s  a shortage of clergy. 

46Handbooh, p. 6, A uniform was l a t e r  worn. 



f o r  t h i s  new work was notably more centralized than t raining f o r  Methodist 

clergy had been only about f i f t y  years ear l ier ,  The i t i ne ran t s  had l ived 

with the people and read on the job, or  a s  Sutherland wrote with approval, 

they were trained "not f o r  but i n  the ministry. ltL7 Except f o r  t h e i r  

prac t ica l  work which took them in to  the  comunity, deaconess candidates 

l ived i n  an ins t i tu t ion  and were trained f o r  the diaconate. A s  a r e su l t  

of having been in i t i a t ed  by the General Conference, the diaconate of The 

Methodist Church was also more centralized than i t s  counterpart a t  t h i s  

time i n  England. I n  England deaconesses were working a s  a f r e e  movement 

with the Wesleyan church.48 I n  Canadian Methodism deaconesses were ce r t i f -  

ied  by a Board of Management and were then formally appointed t o  posts by 

the conference concerned, 49 

The diaconate and the c i t y  missions of The Methodist Church combined 

rel igious and soc ia l  services. The nurse deaconesses were said t o  carry 

with them healing "both physical and s p i r i t ~ a l , t t ~ ~  and other deaconess 

ac t iv i ty  was described a s  prac t ica l  Christian work. A t  the Fred Victor 

Mission, the a i m  of the Thursday afternoon mother's meeting was nto give 

them a pleasant, sociable afternoon and a t  the same time help them sp i r i t -  

 all^."^' About ninety women, s o w  of whom came from homes consisting of 
-- - 

47~lexander Sutherland, "Some Distinctive Features of Wesleyan 
Theology,n The Canadian Methodist Pulpit, ed, iiev, Samuel G. Phill ips,  
 o or onto: Hunter, Rose and Company, 1875), p, 397. 

h%eyer, Deaconesses. Free movement here means ac t iv i ty  not formally 
related t o  the church. 

49t1Gener a1 Rules f o r  Deaconess Work, tt i n  Vir s t Annual Report, 
1894-1895, " PO 7. 

5 o n ~ e n t y  Years, 1886-1906,' p. 9. 

51ft~red Victor l . E ~ s i o n , ~ ~  (l90O), p. 19. 



only one room, attended these meetings. The afternoon consisted of conver- 

sat ion,  i n  groups of t e n  o r  twelve with t h e  worker who v i s i t e d  them i n  

t h e i r  homes, s a l e  of used clothing,  t e a  and cake, a Bible reading o r  address 

of f i f t e e n  t o  twenty minutes.52 A l l  of t he  departments of the  mission were 

s imi la r ly  intended t o  contr ibute  t o  Ifthe development of a whole Chris t ian  

l i f e  among the  people.n53 I n  this development the  p r a c t i c a l  work was con- 

s idered t o  be of value i n  i t s e l f ,  however, and. t he  Chris t ian  l i f e  was  

understood t o  be a broader term than lkthodism, This broader re l ig ious  

outlook made it possible  f o r  many Jews and Catholics t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  

c i t y  mission activit ies.% The Junior Bog's Club a t  t h e  Fred Victor 

l i s s i o n  consisted of th i r ty - f ive  o r  f o r t y  members, f i f t e e n  of whom were 

Roman Catholic, two Jewish, and t he  remainder Protestant ,  Superintendent 

Shore wrote of t h i s  club, "though we do not seek there  d i r e c t l y  t o  change 

t h e i r  re l ig ion,  we have already noticed a marked improvement i n  t h e i r  

manners and moralsft and it was hoped some of them would become nuseful 

Chris t ian  I n  t h i s  in tegra t ion  of re l ig ious  and s o c i a l  services  

Methodism resembled Roman Catholic (and Jewish) corporateness r a the r  than 

Presbyterian independence. Through dress  and ca l l ing  members or" a Roman 

Catholic order played a re l ig ious  ro l e  even when doing secular  work. 

52~bid.  - Other workers enter ta ined the  chi ldren of these women a t  a 
meeting held concurrently. 

53nF'red Victor Mission," (1900), p. II. 

54Al l  Peoples! EIission had 109 Jews and 234 Roman Catholics enrolled 
i n  i t s  chi ldrens  classes,  " A l l  Peoplest Itission, Vinnipeg. Report 1908- 
1909," 329. 

55nFred Victor Mission,' (1900), p. 16. 



Presbyterians offered only social  services a t  St ,  Andrew's Inst i tute .  56 

This policy, consistent with the more independent ro l e  Presbyterians chose 

i n  higher education, separated religious and secular act ivi ty .  

Welfare work done by the c i t y  missions and the diaconate was supple- 

mented wi th  t h a t  of a few other Hethodist ins t i tu t ions ,  The Methodist 

Church ran Indian indus t r ia l  schools a t  Brandon, Red Deer, and Chilliwack. 

The school a t  Chilliwack, called the Coqualeetza Ins t i tu t e ,  taught sewing, 

carpentry, dairying, and shoe making i n  addition t o  regular school classes.57 

Sources of support f o r  t h i s  i n s t i t u t e  included the Womanls W.ssionary 

Society, which provided workers,58 and the federal  government, whose 

$ l h ~ . r X )  per capi ta  grants covered most of the operating costs.59 A hos- 

p i t a l  was added t o  the mission and orphanage a t  Port Simpson i n  1892, 60 

and eight years l a t e r  The Missionary Society authorized the appointment of 

two medical missionaries t o  work among the Ukrainians i n  ~ a n i t o b a . ~ ~  I n  

medical work Methodism was more advanced than ~ r e s b ~ t e r i a n i s r n , ~ ~  but did 

57tf~eventh Annual Report of The Womants Wssionary Society of The 
Methodist Church, Canada, 1897-98, '1  Woman1 s I4.issionary Society Reports 
1892-98, United Church Archives, Victoria University, p. 29. 

59n~enera l  Board of f iss ions,  1894," p. 59. 

60~tephenson, Hundred Years, p. 199. 

61fl~eneral Board of Eissions of The Methodist Church, Canada," 
meetings i n  Kingston, Ontario, Oct. 4-10, 1900, Board Minutes, 1893-1900, 
United Church Archives, Victoria University, p, 368, 

62!Che first Presbyterian hospi tal  i n  Canada was b u i l t  a t  Atl in  i n  
the Klondike i n  1900, McXeiU, Presbyterian Church, p, IlcS, 



not r i v a l  the work being done by Roman Catholicism, Writing i n  support of 

a hospi tal  f o r  a Ukrainian community a t  Pakan, Alberta i n  1907, an Zdmonton 

layman wrote tha t  Roman Catholics had 'la monopoly of the hospital. businesst1 

i n  northern Alberta and tha t  Methodists were behind the times i n  "this 

prac t ica l  branch of Chris t i a n  work. n63 

While The Methodist Church was developing welfare inst i tut ions,  i t s  

in te res t  i n  broader aspects of welfare was also increasing, Some individ- 

uals and comrrrittees advocated forms of public ownership o r  public provision 

of services as a means of providing greater equality of wealth and oppor- 

tunity, W.-4. Douglas adopted Henry George's idea of a single tax on land 

as a way of putting income derived from increased land value in to  the 

public treasury?' Ful l  public ownership was favored by Rev. W i l l i a m  

F'rizoell i n  a theological union lecture t o  the Toronto PBnisteridl Assoc- 

iation. I n  t h i s  form of socialization, Frizzel l  wrote, "the production 

and dis tr ibut ion of wealth were carried out by the s t a t e  and not by private 

companiesen6' Public provision of services, a measure l e s s  dras t ic  than 

public ownership, was recommended by the Committee on Social Cuestions i n  

i ts 1898 report t o  the General Conference. For the 1898 report Dewart 

63~re  H.R. Smith, Letter t o  Rev. James Allen, April 3, 1907, - Home 
Hission Reports, United Church Archives, Toronto, cited by G.W. Emery, 
"Methodist IHssions Among The Ukrainians," Alberta Historical Review, 
Volume 19, (spring 1971), p, 12, The example of Roman Catholicism also 
challenged Presbyterianism t o  do hospital  work. Roman Catholics were 
sa id  t o  be successful i n  the North and the Salvation Army unsuccessful 
because the former had hospitals, McNeill, Presbyterian Church, p. 145, 

61*.A. Ilauglas, "Human Rights and Social Duties," The C a d a n  
Methodist Quarterly, ( ~ p r i l  1891), p. 184, 

65Rev, W i l l i a m  Frizzell ,  Ifpractical Aspects of Present Day 
Socialism,'t The Canadian Methodist Quarterlx, ( ~ ~ r i l  1892), p. 176, 



was chairman and Salem Bland was secretary. The repor t  urged public pro- 

v i s ion  of parks, l i b r a r i e s ,  baths, and gymnasium.66 I n  general it advo- 

cated public provision of services  that tended t o  equalize t h e  l i f e  of r i c h  

and poor. The report ,  tabled without discussion a t  the  conference, did not 

represent the  pos i t ion  of The Methodist Church, b u t  it d id  r e f l e c t  a grow- 

ing i n t e r e s t  i n  public se rv ices  wi thin  t h a t  body. 

The broader aspect  of welfare i n  which Canadian Methodists became most 

specif ic  was support f o r  labor. Examples from England and t h e  United 

S t a t e s  were c i t ed  t o  show t h a t  Methodists could work with labor. I n  

England the  Liverpool Trades Union Congress had e lected a Methodist clergy- 

man t o  i t s  highest office.67 I n  t he  United S t a t e s  a book on the  Pullman 

S t r i ke  favorable t o  t he  s t r i k e r s  had been wr i t t en  by the  1oca lNethodis t  

clergyman.68 I n  1891, Dewart supported the eight-hour day as a means of 

securing "physical, moral, and i n t e l l e c t u a l  benef i tsw f o r  workmen.69 The 

usual work day then i n  Canada was t e n  hours during a six-day weekO7O A 

shor te r  work-day had been very cautiously endorsed by a Royal Commission 

two years ea r l i e r .  ttYour Commissioners believe," they wrote, "the ordinary 

66Weport of t he  Commit t ee  on Soc ia l  Questions, Journal of 
Proceedings, 1898, p. 323. 

67Rev. J.W. Dickinson, It The Opportunity of Chris t iani ty ,  - The 
Canadian Nethodist Quarterly,  (April  1891), p. 211. 

6 % . ~ .  Dewart, "Light on the  Pullman Strike," The Chris t ian  
Guardian, (29 August 1894), p. 515. 

6 9 ~ . ~ .  Dewart, "The EighGSour System,tt The Chris t ian  Guardian, 
(22 Apri l  1891), p. 249. 

70~epor t  of The Royal Commission on The Relations of Labor and 
Capi ta l  i n  Canada, (Ottawa: Printed f o r  The Queen's P r in t e r  and 
Controller  of Stat ionery,  1889), pp. 37-38. 



working day may be s t i l l  fu r the r  reduced with advantage t o  workmen and 

without i n ju ry  o r  i n ju s t i c e  t o  employers. Dewart took a much s t ronger  

pos i t ion  i n  support of a sho r t e r  work day than had the  commission, An 

eight-hour day would, he asser ted,  make t he  worker Itmore of a man and l e s s  

of a working animal.w72 He f u r t h e r  c i t ed  the  example of Victoria,  Austra l ia  

where the  eight-hour day had been i n  use f o r  twenty-five years without 

having a negative e f f e c t  on wages o r  production. Dewart was, however, 

cautious about the  means appropriate t o  bring about t h e  eight-hour day. 

He preferred l e g i s l a t i o n  r e su l t i ng  from f u l l  discussion and supporting 

publ ic  opinion and warned against  a ff threatening a t t i tudef f  on t he  p a r t  of 

workers, I n  Dewart's pos i t ion  denominational i n t e r e s t  in the  unity of 

socie ty  took precedence w e r  t h e  attachment t o  a spec i a l  cause character- 

i s t i c  of a movement. 

The first d i r e c t  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  support f o r  labor  within The Methodist 

Church came i n  1899, when t he  Toronto Conference passed a reso lu t ion  i n  

support of Grand Trunk Railway trackmen then on s t r i ke ,  The resolut ion 

asserted t h a t  "wages and t h e  conditions of t h e i r  labor heretofore prevail-  

ing  a r e  such a s  men should not be asked t o  receive and endure. ~ 7 3  me 

trackmen were being pa id  only ninety-eight cents  a day. During debate of 

the  resolution,  these arguments were expressed against  it: the  church's 

t ask  was "personal regeneration" not i n s t i t u t i o n a l  action;  t he  church 

should not meddle i n  a f f a i r s  i t  did not understand; and many Canadians 

71~oyal Commission on Labor, p. 9. 

72~ewart ,  "The Eight-Hour System," p. 249. 

'13%yrnpathy with G.T.R. Trackmen," The Chris t ian  Guardian, ( 2 1  June 
18991, p. 3. 



were l i v ing  on ninety-eight cents  a day. D e w a r t  was among those who spoke 

against  the  resolution.  i s  a l l  r i g h t  t o  preach pur i ty ,  humanity, jus- 

t i c e ,  and kindness," he said, nbut then we must depend upon t he  people t o  

ca r ry  out these p r inc ip les  i n  t h e i r  d i f f e r en t  spheres of Dewart I s  

pos i t ion  here provides an i n t e r e s t i ng  contras t  t o  his pos i t ion  on universi ty 

federat ion where he favored i n s t i t u t i o n a l  ac t ion  by The Methodist Church i n  

a public area. The more denominational pos i t ion  on univers i ty  federat ion 

may have been due t o  Dewar t ' s  greater  acquaintance with education. Argu- 

ments expressed fo r  t h e  reso lu t ion  were t h a t  t h e  railway could afford t o  

pay the  men $1.25 a day, and t h a t  the  l a w  of supply and demand was not 

one of God's commandments. Those who spoke f o r  t he  resolut ion included 

Rev. J.D. F i t zpa t r ick  and Rev. E l l i o t t  S. ROW. f i t z p a t r i c k  came f rom a 

congregation f l ful l  of railway people" and l a t e r  became superintendent of 

Fred Victor P T i s ~ i o n . ~ ~  Rme, who proposed t h e  resolution,  received a 

supporting telegram from the  Quarterly Of f i c i a l  Board of h i s  congregation 

during the  course of t he  debate.76 I n  the  case of these  two men i n t e r e s t  

i n  welfare and contact  with an  area of need probably reinforced each other. 

The reso lu t ion  represented support f o r  workmen i n  a given instance ra ther  

than a spec i a l  attachment t o  one segment of society. 

I n  The Methodist Church i n t e r e s t  i n  soc i a l  change was  an extension, 
1 

not a repudiation, of i n t e r e s t  i n  individual  change. The 1890 repor t  of 

74fl~mathy with G.T.R. Trackmen, p. 3. 

75Y'wenty-0ne Years of Eission Work i n  Toronto 1886-1907. The 
Story of t he  Fred Victor Mission, (Toronto: The F'red Victor Xission 
Society of Tke Methodist church), p. 7. 

B 76fl~ympathy with G.T.R. Trackmen," p. 4. 



the  committee on 

v i s ion  of soc i a l  

s o c i a l  questions, which asse r ted  t he  need f o r  public pro- 

services ,  s t i l l  affirmed "man's d i s t i nc t i ve  glory of s e l f -  

determination.1177 The a b i l i t y  of the  individual  t o  change his circumstances 

was a l so  affirmed by A.C. Courtice, who had wr i t t en  i n  support of a changed 

economic system i n  which l i b e r a l i t y  would replace the  se l f ishness  of the  

present system. 78 Courtice c r i t i c i s e d  Edward Bellamy ' s looking Backward, 

2000-1887 f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  dis t inguish the  lazy from the  industrious.'19 I n  

t h i s  book, Bellamy had sketched a fu ture  utopian soc ie ty  i n  the  United 

S t a t e s  based on public ownership of property. Canadian Methodists con- 

siCered t he  soc i a l  changes effected by welfare t o  be important, bu t  they 

did not consider these changes adequate apa r t  from individual  change, This 

affirmation of t h e  equal importance of individual  and soc i a l  change was not 

unlike t h a t  of Washington Gladden, Congregationalist pas tor  and American 

s o c i a l  gospel leader. Gladden's asse r t ion  t h a t  no man could be redeemed 

alone was followed by the  converse, no community could be  reformed without 

the  regeneration of i t s  individuals,  
80 

77t1~eport of t he  CoaDdttee on Socia l  Questions," Journal  of 
Proceedings, 1898, p. 323. 

7 8 ~ .  c . Courtice, "Chris t ian  Socialism, The Canadian Methodist 
Magazine, ( ~ a n u a r y  1894), p. !h. 

'198.C. Courtice, "ketch of Bellamy s ' Looking Backward, - The 
Chris t ian  Guardian, (15 September 1897), p. 577. 

8%ashington Gladden, Tools of Men, (1893), quoted i n  Royce, 
"Social Welfare," p. 211. I n  England, Rev. Hugh Price Hughes, operator . - 
of a London mission a l so  continued t o -  a s se r t  the  need f o r  personal reform, 
Rev. Hugh Pr ice  Hughes, *The Only Successful Rissionary Method, 'l 2 
Canadian Methodist Magazine, (~eptember 1894)~ p. 309. 



Methodism's relat ion t o  the broader aspects of welfare revealed ten- 

sion between the movement and denominational themes. The Methodist Church 

has been al ternately described as having fathered and as  having expelled a 

large proportion of Canada's radicals. 'l These descriptions, each par t ia l ly  

correct though expelled i s  an overstatement, asser t  the f a c t  tha t  Methodism 

produced men interested i n  social  reforrn but was not able to  challenge or 

accommodate a number of them within i t s  ranks, James S. Woodsworth, who 

probably contributed more than any other individual t o  social  welfare i n  

Canada, received h i s  t raining and early experience i n  The Methodist Church 

but then sought a broader base of support f o r  h i s  work. I n  1913 he became 

director of the Canadian Welfare ~ e a ~ u e , ~ ~  founded f o r  social  research and 

t o  promote be t te r  social  conditions, and l a t e r  went in to  federal  polit ics.  

Salem Bland, supporter of labor and farmer causes and professor of church 

history a t  Wesley College from 1902, l o s t  h i s  teaching post through %taff  

reorganizationn i n  1917.'~ While Woodsworth and Bland represented a new 

expression of movement t rad i t ion  there were others who chose t o  work f o r  

reform through denominational structures, A.C. Courtice who followed 

Dewart as edi tor  of the Guardian and S.D. Chown may be cited. Ghown, 

secretary of the Department of Temperance, Prohibition and Floral Reform 

from the time of i t s  formation i n  1902 and a secretary of the Social 

Service Council of Canada organized i n  1907, followed Carman as General 

81Mc~aught, Prophet, p. 98. 

8 2 ~ y  this time Woodsworth had concluded t h a t  a m i n i m u m  wage i n  
Canada was necessary and tha t  public ownership was probably the only way 
t o  protect the poor against exploitation by the rich, The Christian 
Guardian, (27 August 1913, cited by &Naught, Prophet, p, 610 

83Nc~aught, Prophet, p. 80. 



Superintendent of The Methodist Church, 

Though tension exis ted between these themes, denominational comprehen- 

siveness overshadowed support f o r  movement causes. Support f o r  labor was 

r e s t r i c t ed  by an integrated view of society. Fearful  of the  disrupt ions  

t h a t  resul ted from co l lec t ive  bargaining, h t h o d i s t s  thought labor  questions 

could b e s t  be d e a l t  with through l eg i s l a t i on  of b e t t e r  working conditions 

and by defining t h e  r i g h t s  and dut ies  of workers and employers, This view 

t h a t  labor problems could b e s t  be solved by decision of t he  whole socie ty  

r a the r  than c'onfrontation between c a p i t a l  and labor  was shared by Roman 

~ a t h o l i c i s r n , ~ ~  Fresbyterians expressed t h e i r  nore independent t r a d i t i o n  

by ca l l i ng  f o r  t h e  set t lement of labor  disputes through a r b i t r a ~ i o n , ' ~  The 

idea  t h a t  soc i a l  change d id  not make individual  change any l e s s  necessary 

was  a l s o  a product of denominational comprehensiveness, This pos i t ion  

qua l i f i ed  both t r a d i t i o n a l  Methodist concentration on individual  change 

and r ad i ca l  views of the  e f f e c t  of s o c i a l  change. 

I n  i t s  approach t o  welfare, The Nethodist Church's movement t r ad i t i on  

was a minor bu t  pe r s i s t en t  theme, Welfare services  began i n  mission areas  

as an accommodation t o  spec ia l  needs r a the r  than i n  areas of Fethodist 

s t rength  as an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of i t s  task. When they were provided i n  areas  

of Methodist s trength,  welfare services  were more l o c a l  i n  organization and 

8 4 ~ e g i s l a t i o n  and de f in i t i on  of r e spons ib i l i t i e s  were t he  solut ions  
advocated i n  the  1391 Papal Zncyclical dealing with labor problems, see 
P o ~ e  Leo XIII, "The Condition of the  Working Classes," i n  Anne Fremantle 
ed: , The papai Encyclicals i n  Their ~ i s t o r i c a l  contest ,  (New York: 
G.P. Putnamls Sons, 1956), pp. 166-195. 

85Ed-d A. Christ ie,  "The Resby te r i an  Church i n  Canada and i t s  
Off ic ia l  Att i tude toward Public Affai rs  and Socia l  Problms 1975-192~,w 
M.A. thes is ,  University of Toronto, 1955), p. 73. 



more l imited i n  resources than education or  mission, While education and 

mission were soc i e t i e s  of t he  General Conference, welfare l a rge ly  remained 

the  respons ib i l i ty  of congregations and spec ia l  aux i l i a r ies ,  If the  tend- 

ency to make welfare a l o c a l  matter had been used i n  education, Ik thodis t  

un ivers i t i es  would not have developed, A t  t he  congregational level ,  the  

development of c i t y  missions r a the r  than i n s t i t u t i o n a l  churches was a l so  a 

product of the  movement theme, This pa t t e rn  permitted congregations t o  

concentrate on proclamation while c i t y  missions struggled along with l imi ted 

support, In  addi t ion t he  model f o r  Methodism's diaconate was t h a t  of prima- 

t i v e  Chr i s t i an i ty  r a t h e r  than the  highly i n s t i t u t i o n a l  Roman Catholic 

orders. 

However, the primary emphasis of The Methodist Church i n  welfare was 

denominational, The medical, c i t y  mission, and deaconess work of Methodism 

was a t  l e a s t  a s  extensive as t h a t  of Presbyterianism and Anglicanism. 

Where Methodism was behind these bodies, as i n  the  operation of i n d u s t r i a l  

schools, it complained t o  the  f e d e r a l  government of being "ignoredfi i n  

86 t h i s  work and negotiated f o r  grants, The denomination with the  s t rongest  

i n s t i t u t i ons ,  Roman Catholicism, served as a challenging example f o r  

l%ethodist hosp i ta l  and deaconess work. I n  the  diaconate repor t  f o r  1901, 

Canadian Nethodist women were challenged by the  work Roman Catholic women 

were doing i n  t he  United S t a t e s  with children, t he  sick,  the  aged, i n  

education and reformation, I n  and near th ree  major c i t i e s  i n  t h e  United 

86fl~he YTssionary Society of The Methodist Church; 'General Board 
of Missions; ' 1888 Annual Meeting i n  Grace Church, ldinnipeg, Sept. 11, 
1888," Board Minutes, 1884-1392, United Church Arc'hives, Victor ia  
University, p, 189, 
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States there  were 5,300 nuns,87 I n  the  broader aspects of welfare, denomina- 

t i o n a l  comprehensiveness took precedence over a movementls preoccupation 

with a spec ia l  cause. Methodism's support f o r  labor was qual i f ied  by con- 

cern f o r  the  unity of society,  and i t s  i n t e r e s t  i n  s o c i a l  reform was 

balanced by i t s  aff i rmat ion of the  need f o r  individual  reform, 

? 
87%eventh Annual Report of t he  Board of Management of t5e Toronto 

f Deaconess Home and Training School of The Methodist Church, 1900-1901," 
? (Toronto: William Briggs), p. 9. 



CONCLUSION 

The Methodist Church continued t o  be influenced by its movement 

t rad i t ion .  The t r a d i t i o n a l  emphasis on re l ig ious  experience was s t i l l  

bas ic  t o  Methodist theology, Presbyterianism and Roman Catholicism were 

notably more attached t o  a body of doctrine. I n  higher education Method- 

i s m  was the  church t h a t  adapted most read i ly  t o  pressures f o r  cooperation 

exerted by the diverse and l imi ted Canadian population. This adaptabi l i ty  

can probably be a t t r i bu t ed  t o  Methodism's l e s s  established pos i t ion  on the 

r e l a t i o n  of church t o  s t a t e ,  In  mission I4ethodist confidence i n  the  pres- 

ence of the  missionary indicated a continuing movement emphasis on evangel- 

i c a l  reform, There were ins tances  of s imilar  confidence i n  even the  most 

denominational church, Roman Catholicism, bu t  t h i s  was only a small p a r t  

of t h a t  church's approach t o  mission, Father Albert Laconhe l ived  f o r  

some years with the  Blackfeet, bu t  then turned t o  t he  denominational work 

of promoting Roman Catholic settlement. I n  worship, the  preaching t rad i -  

t i o n  of Methodism and Presbyterianism re f lec ted  more movement influence 

than the  l i t u r g i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  of Anglicanism and Roman Catholicism, 

Preaching tends t o  be i nd iv idua l i s t i c  and contemporary; l i t u r g y  tends t o  

be  corporate and timeless, While preaching challenges the  individual, 

l i t u r g y  binds members of a congregation t o  each other  and t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  

of centuries.  hvement t r a d i t i o n  influenced Methodism's welfare work as 



well, A signif icant  number of the radical  members of the soc ia l  gospel 

received t h e i r  basic t ra ining i n  The Methodist Church. 

But the primary emphasis of The Methodist Church was denominational, 

This emphasis was marked by denominational ins t i tu t ions  and ideology, I n  

mission, welfare, and education, the ins t i tu t ions  of The Methodist Church 

were exceeded only by those of Roman Catholicism, The loca l  and portable 

mission structures of the Methodist movement were largely replaced by the 

centralized and fixed s t ructures  character is t ic  of the major churches. 

there  the c i r c u i t  and class  meeting had carried the message to the  people, 

the congregation and Sunday school drew people in to  a central  structure, 

A number of new structures,  the c i t y  missions, the diaconate, and The 

Wonan's Nissionary Society, were used by The Methodist Church t o  do welfare 

work. Methodist i n i t i a t i v e  i n  university federation fur ther  a t tes ted  t o  

tha t  church's i n t e re s t  i n  denominational inst i tut ions.  Federation gave The 

IvZethodist Church a ro l e  i n  a major university, and gave Methodist students 

the educational advantages of a large university combined w2th the soc ia l  

and rel igious l i f e  of a church college. 

The growth of Methodist i n t e re s t  i n  denominational ins t i tu t ions  was 

signalled by changes i n  the t ra in ing  and appointment of clergy. The ear ly 

i t i ne ran t s  were trained through a guided reading program on the job. When 

Victoria University was established c l e r i ca l  candidates were encouraged, 

though not required, t o  take arts work i n  addition t o  the reading course. 

Candidates who did well on the c i r c u i t  did not always see a need f o r  arts 

t raining and Principal S. Nelles once complained of get t ing only the f a i l -  

ures. The first formal t ra ining f o r  clergy at  Victoria began i n  1871, 



Theological t r a in ing  w a s  given fu r the r  emphasis with t h e  founding of 

Wesleyan i n  Montreal, Canadian Methodismfs first exclusively theological  

school, and Wesley College i n  Winnipeg which taught theology along with 

arts. The pa t t e rn  i n  t he  new Nethodist schools i n  Montreal and Winnipeg 

followed t h a t  of schools i n  other  denominations, where theological  t r a in ing  

had always been of prime importance. The new emphasis on required t ra in ing  

f o r  church work was reinforced i n  the  diaconate. When the  diaconate was 

founded i n  1894, it had f o r m 1  t ra in ing  h e d i a t e l y .  While c l e r i c a l  t ra in-  

ing w a s  becoming more formal, t h e  Methodist pas torate  was becoming more 

s e t t l e d  as well. I n  t h e  1820's i t i n e r a n t s  had been appointed annually t o  

c i r cu i t s ,  with occasional reappointment t o  t h e  sane c i rcu i t .  The length 

of t h e  term was l a t e r  changed t o  three  years, and i n  1898 memorials from 

Annual Conferences t o  t he  General Conference requested t h a t  the  term be 

lengthened t o  four  years. 2 

The second mark of the  denominational emphasis i n  The Methodist Church 

was  ideological  comprehensiveness. This mark was i l l u s t r a t e d  by organiza- 

t i o n a l  unity. The h i s t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i sm  debate revealed a broad range of 

theological  opinion within The Nethodist Church. This d ive r s i t y  l ed  t o  

tension and t o  some intolerance b u t  did not  lead t o  organizational  division. 

in t he  univers i ty  federa t ion  question conf l i c t ing  views were a l so  contained 

within organizational  unity. I n  both the  theological  and the  educational 

h e r s o n ,  Canadian Nethodism, p. 56. 

2 ~ . ~ .  Courtice, "General Conference Legislation," The Chris t ian  
Guardian, (31 August 1898), p. 1. I n  t he  Presbyterian church pastorates  
sometimes las ted  twenty-five years  or more, though the  average may not 
have been much more than four years, PkCurdy, Yacdonnell, pp. 61, 68, 388. 



question respect  f o r  corporate decision outweighed spec ia l  i n t e r e s t s .  

Preparation t o  meree with other denominations can be seen a s  an extension 

of denominational comprehensiveness. A movement cannot merge with a 

denomination without submerging i t s  spec ia l  cause. But a denomination, i n  

response t o  theological  or  missionary imperatives, may decide t o  combine 

fo rces  with other denominations. 

The ideological  comprehensiveness of The Nethodist Church was  f u r t he r  

affirmed by the  withdrawal of utopian elements, who f e l t  the  church did not 

adequately support t h e i r  spec ia l  in te res t s .  Ralph Horner, who t r i e d  t o  

promote an emotional notion of perfection, l e f t  i n  1895. He was technical ly  

deposed but  not u n t i l  a f t e r  h i s  free-lance revivalism had been to le ra ted  

f o r  m a r l y  a decade. P a c i f i s t s  a l so  found themselves i so la ted  i n  The 

Methodist Church, espec ia l ly  a f t e r  t he  introduction of conscription i n  

1917. Pacifism effected a breach between Woodsworth and The IJIethodist 

Church not caused by e a r l i e r  doc t r ina l  problems.3 I n  1902 and i n  1907 

Woodsworth had 

not consis tent  

t h a t  h i s  views 

attempted t o  res ignbecause he thought h i s  theology was 

with Hethodist doctrine but his colleagues persuaded him 

were acceptable.' Pacifism along with h i s  attachment t o  

the  working c lass  a l so  l e d  t o  t he  departure of William 1vens.< A l l .  

denominations probably include a number of p a c i f i s t s  but  t h e i r  pos i t ion  

3~oodsworthts  l e t t e r  of resignation is  pr inted i n  NcNaught, Prophet, 
pp. 82-85. The l e t t e r  r e f e r s  t o  other problems a s  well  b u t  the  main 
d i f f i c u l t y  was Woodsworth's i n a b i l i t y  t o  reconcile h i s  pacifism with 
general  Paethodist support f o r  the  war. 

4 k ~ a u g h t ,  Prophet, p .  22, 34-36. 

%'lcNaught, Prophet, pp. 49, 97. 



becomes d i f f i c u l t  during a major war ef for t .  A denomination may oppose 

par t i c ipa t ion  by its country i n  a given w a r  bu t  no la rge  denomination i s  i n  

p r inc ip le  pac i f i s t .  The more utopian members of t he  s o c i a l  gospel a lso  

l e f t  The Methodist Church. This element of the  soc i a l  gospel eventually 

burned i t s e l f  out  on the  stubbornness and se l f i shness  of the  l a rge r  society,  

b u t  not  before it had made important contributions t o  welfare i n  Canada. 

The small number of people who l e f t  The P ~ t h o d i s t  Church indicated i t  was 

comprehensive enough f o r  most Canadian 13ethodists. The Holiness Churches 

6 founded by Xorner gained only a few thousand members. By con t ras t  s ize-  

able  bodies, the  Salvation Army and the  Church of the  Kazarene, developed 

out  of B r i t i sh  and American Nethodism respectfully.  

Denominational i n t e r e s t s  were predominant i n  inpor tant  questions from 

every basic a rea  of the  l i f e  of The Methodist Church. The e a r l y  Nethodist 

movement had had l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  and few resources f o r  theological  discuss- 

ion. But The Tfethodist Church provided the most adequate Canadian response 

t o  h i s t o r i c a l  cri t icism. C r i t i c a l  questions r e l a t ed  t o  t he  Bib l ica l  docu- 

ments gained f u l l  discussion i n  Methodist publications,  which included the  

only theological  quar te r ly  i n  Canada. University federat ion was a l so  a 

question of i n t e r e s t  t o  a denomination r a the r  than a movement. Federation 

required a f a i r l y  sophis t ica ted understanding of the  way i n s t i t u t i o n s  

r e l a t e  t o  each other. The newly expanded ro l e  of the  l a i t y  i n  The Methodist 

Church was decisive f o r  this venture as well as f o r  welfare services. I n  

welfare Methodism took the  comprehensive approach of balancing new ideas 

of s o c i a l  change against  i t s  t r a d i t i o n a l  emphasis on individual  change. 

6 
Walsh, Chris t ian  Church, p. 312. 



Finally,  when missionary motives l ed  Methodism i n t o  discussion with other 

churches, the  denominational i n t e r e s t  i n  corporate unity won out over 

~ ~ t h o d i s m t s  i n i t i a l  preference f o r  cooperation. Signif icant ly ,  v i r t u a l l y  

a l l  Methodists entered the  interdenominational merger of 1925. Through i t s  

recent  experience with i t s  membership, other churches, and t h e  state, The 

Methodist Church had become adept at making corporate decisions. 
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