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CIbs t rac t  

The f ami 1  y  correspondence o f  Arch1 bal d  Lampman (1 861 -1 899) , one o f  

Canada's major p a t s ,  was not pub l i c l y  ava i lab le  u n t i l  1971 h e n  a co l l ec t i on  

o f  one hundred and f i f t y -e i gh t  l e t t e r s  was discovered i n  the possession o f  

Mrs. Na ta l ie  Haclnnes, Lampman's daughter, and acquired by the Simon Fraser 

Univers i ty  L ibrary.  One hundred and three o f  the l e t t e r s ,  w r i t t e n  between 

1885 and 1898, are from Lampman t o  b u d  Enma Piayter, h i s  fianc&'e and l a t e r  

h i s  wi fe.  This thesis i s  an annotated e d i t i o n  o f  Archibald Lampmen's l e t t e r s  

t o  h u d  Playter (~anrpman) , l e t t e r s  which are a t  once a primary source o f  

various biographical and l i t e r a r y  data, and more cen t ra l l y ,  an o u t l i n e  o f  

the poet 's most int imate relat ionship.  Together these aspects o f  the corre- 

spondence o f f e r  a new perspective on the romantic nature of the person and 

the p a t ,  and on the nature o f  h i s  romantic narrat ives and love poetry. 

Transcript ions of the remaining l e t t e r s  i n  the co l l ec t i on  are included 

i n  the appendices. Among the correspondents are members o f  the poet 's 

i n n d i a t e  family, Duncan Campbell Scott, Charles G.  0 .  Roberts, B l i s s  Carman, 

Wi l l iam b a n  t f w e l l s ,  and Hamlin Garland. Introductory material explains 

the p r inc ip les  o f  t ranscr ip t ion  used and provides a  se t t i ng  f o r  the l e t t e r s .  
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Preface 

This e d i t i o n  consists o f  the f u l l  tex ts  o f  the one hundred and f i f t y -  

e ight  l e t t e r s  i n  the Archibald Lampman Col lec t ion o f  Manuscripts and Let ters  

he ld  i n  the Simon Fraser Univers i ty  L ibrary .  Among the l e t t e r s ,  which in-  

volve a t o t a l  of twenty-four correspondents, i s  a continuous ser ies w r i t t e n  

by the pat t o  h i s  fiancGe Maud Etnna Playter  who b e a m  h i s  wi fe  dur ing the 

course o f  these l e t t e r s  (1885-1898). The one hundred and three l e t t e r s  i n  

the ser ies are annotated, and they form the main body o f  t h i s  pro ject .  The 

remaining l e t t e r s ,  w r i t t e n  by members o f  Lampman's family and by various 

l i t e r a r y  and business associates, arc included i n  the appendices. 

The broader purpose of the e d i t i o n  i s  t o  make these primary sources of  

information concerning the poet 's l i f e  and work c l ea r l y  accessible t o  stu-  

h t s  of Lmnpman, and of Canadian l i t e r a t u r e .  Since biographical mater ia l  

on the poet t o  date i s  scant and o f t en  less ob ject ive than mythological, 

such primary documents are espec ia l ly  valuable. 

A n a r r w e r  purpose o f  the central  e d i t i o n  o f  l e t t e r s  t o  Maud i s  t o  

i n v i t e  Lampman scholars t o  reexamine the poet 's romantic narra t ives and love 

poetry i n  l i g h t  o f  h i s  re la t ionsh ips w i t h  Maud and the "Lady" of h l s  l a t e r  

love sonnets, Katherine Waddell. The thousands of published and unpublished 

l ines  which f a l l  i n t o  the category Lampwin af fect ionately ca l led  "novelettes 

i n  verse" have been large ly  ignored as subjects o f  study. The po in t  o f  re- 

considering the long narra t ives i s  ne i ther  t o  j u s t i f y  nor inva l ida te  c r i t i c a l  

Judgements such as tha t  o f  Munro Beat t ie  who states ba ld ly  enough tha t  these 

works are "tedious" and " v i r t ua l  l y  unreadable."' Rather, the po in t  i s  t o  

' ' ~ r c h i b a l d  L a m p ~ n , ~ '  i n  Our L i v i ng  Tradi t ion,  1st  series, ed. Claude T. 
B isse l l  (Toronto: Universi ty o f  Toronto Press, l W ) ,  p. 68. 



elucidate both the narra t ives '  inherent 'myths and Laqman's love a f f a i r s ,  and 

thereby reach a f u l  l e t  understanding of the sensibi 1 i t y  a t  the core o f  a1 1 o f  

Larqmron's poetry. There are mysteries and contradict ions w i t h i n  the poet 's 

body of  work as there are i n  h i s  l i f e .  He has been a t  once one o f  the most 

protected and one of  the most exal ted f igures i n  Canadian l i t e r a t u r e .  

The p a t ' s  l e t t e r s  t o  b u d  y i e l d  a wide range o f  d lscrete  data regarding 

h i s  l i f e  and h i s  work, and they record some changer i n  the Lampmans' re la-  

t ionship.  Their  data concern the couple's donestlc habl ts,  t h e i r  socio- 

awnomic pos i t i on  and the mater ia l  qua l i t y  o f  t h e i r  l i ves ;  Lairp~urn's work 

habi ts  both as a postal c l e r k  and as a pat; h i s  reading and h i s  wr i t i ng ;  the 

poet's c i r c l e  of l i t e r a r y  associates and fr iends; h i s  rpontansaus at t i tudes,  

including h i s  response t o  c r i t i c i s m  of  h i s  poetry; h i s  woods and h i s  personal 

idiosyncrasies; h i s  zest for  l i f e  o r  h i s  lack o f  i t ;  and, certainly, h i s  s ta te  

o f  health. The l e t t e r s  contain f o r t y  separate a l lus ions t o  Lampman's ill 

health; he i s  bothered by a host of ailments and he does not d i s l i k e  descrlb- 

ing them. b u d  i s  a lso prone t o  i l l n e s s  -- "nerves 6 heart" Lrnprrun c a l l s  i t  

(Let ter  97). b u d  died young, as d id  her husband; he was 37 (1899). she 41 

(1910). There are two f l e e t i n g  references t o  Katherine Waddell, one o f  which 

i s  the only concrete evidence of a meeting of her and Larrpmn out of the post 

o f f ice .  Both references suggest tha t  the Waddells, Kate and her m the r ,  were 

a t  least  soc ia l  acquaintances o f  Archibald and b u d .  

The l e t t e r s  t race the poet 's r i s i ng ,  then receding hope that  mater ia l  

and other condit ions would improve f o r  the young couple by way of h i s  l i t e r a r y  

career. The dis i l lus ionment Lampmen f e l t  during the middle 'n inet ies  regard- 

ing the f inanc ia l  rewards o f  both h i s  job and h i s  a r t  was mt probably accen- 

tuated by the fac t  that  many o f  h i s  f r iends encountered i n  t h i s  correspondence 



v i i i  

*re carving out more l uc ra t i ve  careers i n  t h e i r  time, Duncan Cmpbel l  Scott  

w s  working h i s  way up t o  a h igh ranking pos i t ion  i n  government service. The 

pa in ter  W i l l  lam Bryumer was rece iv ing large cormrissions; the pa in ter  Charles 

lbss  was bu i l d i ng  a house on the fashionable Comms, near the P layter  r e s l -  

den-. Edward Thmon had moved from h i s  e d i t o r i a l  pos i t ion  on the Toronto 

Globe t o  one o f  greater respons l b i  1 i t y  on the senior s t a f f  o f  the Youth's - 
Conprnfon. John R i tch ie  was f i r s t  a lawyer, and second a playwright. Ernest 

- h i s ,  Lanpsun's brother-in-law, was a un ivers i t y  professor, as was Ebses 

Coi t  Tyler. The bachelors whom the poet v i s i t s  i n  Cbntreal i n  1898 were suc- 

cessful doctors. The Canadians whom Lampan knom i n  Boston and Haw York had 

wde the move tha t  Lampman would not  make, and they benef i ted from t h e i r  c i r c l e  

o f  connactions i n  the publ ishing world. The l e t t e r s  t o  Lo~lpcwn from B l i s s  

ba tan ,  Charles G. D. Roberts, J. E. Co l l i ns  and other l i t e r a r y  associates 

(saw Appendices C and D) r e f l e c t  these w r i t e r s '  m r e  active, energet ic sense 

o f  se l f - p romt ion  i n  t ha t  world. 

Clear ly not an eager employee o f  the Post Office, Larapcnrn becww a second 

class c le rk  a f t e r  ten years i n  the service. These l e t t e r s  suggest t ha t  he had 

8 r e l a t i v e l y  high absentee rate, and r e l a t i v e l y  long vacations, including i n  

1898 a long leave of  absence. Hunro Beat t ie  observes tha t  Le~~ptwrn's posta l  du- 

t i e s  were not onerous, that  most o f  h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  Edward Thorason were w r i t t e n  

on Post O f f i ce  s ta t ionery  dur ing business hours, and tha t  L8mpman may we l l  have 

composed SQ poetry on h i s  work t Host o f  the poet 's ear l y  l e t t e r s  t o  

b u d  are on Post Office s ta t ionery  as wel l ,  and a l l  o f  the l e t t e r s  he sent from 

Ottawa when he was we l l  and working were w r i t t e n  a t  the o f f i c e .  

Lampman deals w i th  the subject  o f  money very prec ise ly  i n  h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  

h i s  wife, though not always c l ea r l y .  Evidently he gives b u d  t i g h t l y  



budgeted amounts of money f o r  spec i f i c  expenses a f t e r  she has calculated 

those expenses. When he i s  t r a v e l l i n g  i n  the l a t e  swrmer and ear ly  f a l l  o f  

1898 Haud wai ts over two weeks fo r  the promised cheque w i t h  which she i s  t o  

pay o f f  o l d  b i l l s  for  her lodgings. Her disappointment over the d i f f i c u l t i e s  

w i th  money i s  i n d i r e c t l y  apparent i n  Lampman's correspondence. She herse l f  

h.d a r icher ,  more comfortable upbringing than she could provide f o r  her 

chi ldren.  The daughter o f  a well-known physician, she maintained her f r iend-  

ship w i t h  the Playter family's fr iends, most o f  whom were a soc ia l  step be- 

yond the Lampman fami ly.  

Whatever h i s  income, however, Lampman d id  i den t i f y  w i t h  the middle class, 

the lamr rungs of  which that  income reached. He t rave ls  f i r s t  class on a 

t r a i n  dur ing a camplng t r i p  i n  the bush ( ~ e t t e r  10). tie keeps a t  least  one 

servant; he says "these people" are not r e l i a b l e  j u s t  as would any stereotyped 

matron of the B r i t i s h  Empire ( ~ e t t e r  49). His anger a t  the government f o r  i t s  

pol icirss regarding postal workers (see Le t te r  3, note 2) does not der ive from 

a c1ass consciousnsss o f  himself as a worker. ' 

tar1 Connor t e l l s  us that  Lampman 'has not unambitious, but h i s  nature 

was so sens i t ive  and he was so incapable o f  pushing h i s  in terests  w i t h  mtn of 

a f f a i r s ,  tha t  he could not b r i ng  himsel f  t o  make the change," i n  t h i s  case o 

move t o  Boston and the employ o f  the Youth's Companion i n  1892, "even though 

the proposed increase i n  the hours o f  the Post Of f ice departmnt threatened 

h i s  precious l e i r ~ r e . " ~  L ike the poor, moral ly wins- heroes of  h i s  narra- 

t i v e  rorarnces and f a i r y  ta les ,  Lampman won the daughter o f  a soc ia l l y  promin- 

ent, r e l a t i v e l y  wealthy man. For these heroes, t h e i r  goodness and s e n s i t i v i t y  

were enough t o  ensure the poet ic  couples' permanent happiness, especial ly  when 

' ~ r c h i b a l d  Lanpman, Canadian Poet of Nature ( ~ e w  York: C r i e r ,  1929), 
p. 166. 



the "master's daughter'' came w i t h  some o f  the master's wealth. The force of 

the fantasy cent ra l  t o  t h i s  favored theme of Lampman was enough t o  keep him 

w r i t i n g  var ia t ions on the theme f o r  many years. During two weeks .of the cor- 

respondence w i t h  bud, he wrote 400 1 ines o f  ''White b r g a r e t "  (see Le t te r  11, 

note 1). He revised a stanza o f  "The Honk" i n  response t o  a pa r t i cu la r  c r i -  

t i c i s m  by b u d  whi le  he was reworking the complete poem ( ~ e t t e r  16), and he 

included i t  i n  Among the M i l l e t  even though Scott hadsaid the whole piece was 

unworthy of Lampan's ta lents  ( ~ e t t e r  17). Lampman memtions another romance, 

a prose piece o f  which there i s  no record other than the a l lus ions i n  h i s  

opening l e t t e r s  t o  h u d ,  a t  least  not under the t i t l e  given here, the "Ro- 

mance o f  a Drunkard." 

When the poet spends a month inside the Lampnan fami ly 's Nicholas Street 

cottage nursing an ulcerated leg, he reads and wr i tes  s teadi ly .  The l e t t e r s  

o f  tha t  period record h i s  responses t o  numerous conteqmrary Engl ish and Amer- 

ican novels. He appears t o  keep up w i t h  the American l i t e r a r y  magazines 

throughout the time of  these l e t t e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  those per iod ica ls  which 

publish h i s  poems. 

The o r i g i n a l  l e t t e r s  t o  Haud are general ly i n  good condit ion, espec ia l ly  

those w r i t t e n  i n  ink on Post Of f i ce  stat ionery which a t  that  time was a heavy 

l i nen - f i n i sh  paper w i t h  the embossed ins ign ia  o f  the Department. Somo l e t t e r s  

hb Wrote i n  penci l ,  and a few i n  penc i l  on t issues sent from the bush. 

I n  the fo l lowing t ranscr ip t ions the texts  o f  the l e t t e r s  begin w i t h  the 

w r i t e r ' s  usual i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  the place and date which i s  on the r i g h t  hand 

margin. On the l e f t  hand margin there may be mater ia l  which precedes that  

text :  information which appears immediately next t o  the l e t t e r  number i s  

transcribed from the envelope when the l e t t e r ' s  envelope ex is ts .  The f i r s t  



T l i n e  o f  tha t  information i s  the address on the envelope w i t h  the omission o f  the 

MRKJ. Lacnpnurn addressed h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  b u d  cons is tent ly ,  f i r s t  t o  "Miss bud 

Playter" and then t o  "Mrs. Lampman." My diagonal marks separate the l i n e s  o f  

the address as they appcar on the envelope. I n  cases where an address i s  crossed 

through and a forwarding address i s  given, both addresses are presented, the 

f i r s t  w i t h  i t s  cross-through. The second l i n e  o f  information next t o  the l e t -  

t e r ' s  number i s  a l i near  t ranscr ip t ion  from the top t o  the bottom o f  whatever i s  

l eg ib l e  on the postmark which records the mai l ing.  Two em-spaces separate each 

l t n e  of data on the mark. I n  a l l  cases excepting that  o f  the rectangular "Reg- 

istered" mark, the pos tmrk  i s  a c i r c l e  containing the date and the place and 

sometimes the hour of the mai l ing.  The envelope information i n  a l l  the l e t t e r s  

o f  the Appendices i s  preceded by the names of the ind iv idua l  correspondents. 

Lampan sent and received l e t t e r s  a t  the Post Of f i ce  f ree  o f  charge u n t i l  

1892. (Because the Post O f f  i ce  was h i s  mi 1 ing address, the l e t t e r s  and enve- 

lopes do not provide a continuous record of the Lampmans' hme addresses.) 

Ourlng t h i s  time the word "FREE" i s  usual ly included in the mark although i t  

i s  rolmtimes stamped o r  handwritten separately. Fortunately perhaps, there 

-re no stamps on these l e t t e r s  t o  h u d :  other l e t t e r s  i n  the co l l ec t i on  have 

Bbsn mut i la ted by a p h i l a t e l i s t  who cut  the stamps o f f  the envelopes without 

retnovtng the l e t t e r s  wi th in ,  and thereby cut  corners and squares out o f  the 

l e t t e r s  themselves. 

Where Laraprnan has used a letterhead, i t  i s  included i n  the t e x t ' s  r i g h t  

hand i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  place and date. I n  the case o f  Post Of f i ce  stat ionery,  

b v e r ,  he always wrote some va r i a t i on  o f  "Post Off ice Dept." himself;  the 

-ssed ins ign ia  i s  i n v i s i b l e  a t  any ra te  on mic ro f i lm o r  photostat copies. 

I n  add i t ion  t o  t h i s  stat ionery,  on occasion he used letterheads which are 

Printed: the Youth's Companion ( ~ e t t e r s  65, 66, 67, and 69); the "Drysdale 



c k l n m s "  f i r m  (Let ter  83); the Hontreal Metcal fs Street address (Let ters 87- 

91 and 96); and the "St .  Botolph Clubot ( ~ e t t e r  102). 

Where a l e t t e r  i s  p a r t i a l l y  o r  f u l l y  undated and i t  has no envelope o r  an 

envelope w i t h  an i l l e g i b l e  postmark date, the space next t o  the l e t t e r t s  number 

has e i t he r  a bracketed date which I have assigned o r  a bracketed po in t  o f  i n fo r -  

of the l e t t e r .  An annotation explains the ra t ion -  

iven i n  cases where that  ra t iona le  i s  not se l f -  

mation regarding the sequence 

a l e  o f  the date o r  sequence g 

evident i n  the context o f  the 

Lampmn~s hand i s  genera 

l e t t e r .  

I l y  not d i f f i c u l t  t o  read from the o r i g i n a l  I e t -  

t e r s  once the reader i s  accustomed t o  minor idiosyncrasies. There are two 

instances i n  the ser ies t o  b u d  o f  a bracketed question mark which replaces a 

word or w r d s  i l l e g i b l e  t o  me. While the tex ts  of the l e t t e r s  are f u l l y  t ran-  

s c r i b d  as w r i t t e n  i n  the o r ig ina ls ,  the lay-out o f  Lampman's l i nes  on the page 

i s  not reproduced. No marks ind icate  where Lampcnants l i n e  breaks onto i t s  next 

l ine;  m y  hyphenations which appear a t  the end of l l nes  are mine. Lampan in 

t fac t  d id  not use hyphenated sy l l ab le  breaks o f ten  i n  h i s  wr i t i ng .  

That the t ex t s  are f u l l y  transcribed as w r i t t en  i n  the o r i g i n a l  sc r i p t s  

mans tha t  I have included a l l  the o r i g i n a l  wr i t i ng ,  spel l ing,  and punctuation 

! w i t h  the exception o f  Lampanos hyphenations mentioned above. A l l  revis ions i n  
'L 

the l e t t e r s  are included, and they are transcribed i n  whatever form they take 

i n  the or ig inal  sc r ip t .  Those forms consist o f  a careted insert ion,  and a word 

o r  number w r i t t e n  f u l l y  o r  p a r t i a l l y  on top o f  another word o r  number. This 

l a s t  form i s  reproduced here by p r i n t  typed immediately above p r i n t .  A l l  o r i -  

g ina l  punctuation i s  reproduced, again w i t h  the exception above, as wel l  as a l l  

omissions of appropriate punctuation. As a number o f  correspondents i n  t h i s  

t o t a l  ed i t i on  o f  l e t t e r s  sometimes hyphenate words which today a r t  compounded, 

Lampman t y p i c a l l y  1 
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hyp t8e~ tes  "to-day" md "to-morrow" wherever they appear. His fa ther  d i d  the 

same. The three l e t t e r s  i n  the co l l ec t i on  which are w r i t t e n  by Archibald 

Latqman, S r .  do not reproduce h i s  curious end-l ine hyphenations which consisted 

of two " t q ~ 1 "  signs (==), one a t  the end o f  one l i ne ,  the o ther  a t  the be- 

ginning of  the next. Lanpman's use o f  superior l e t t e r s  such as "kpf"  o r  1Y!d88 

was a convention of the day; i t  i s  retained here, as i s  h i s  manner o f  w r i t i n g  

f igures w i t h  superior numbers. 

Occasionally La-n underlined words f o r  emphasis. Often he underl ined 

h l s  s ignature i n  whole or i n  par t  w i t h  a s l i g h t  f l ou r i sh ,  here reproduced as 

r s t ra i gh t  l i ne .  Some sentences have no end punctuation, although Lanrpfaan 

would usual ly leave an appropriate space i n  these cases. A short  dash some- 

t i m s  appears i n  l i e u  o f  the per iod o r  other terminal mark. His frequent use 

of dashes, the short one and a longer one, general ly seems t o  intend a b r i e f  

pause between clauses o r  phrases. There are some ind iv idua l  er rors  i n  punc- 

tuat ion,  for  example the use o f  an apostrophe i n  the possessive " i ts . "  Lamp- 

miin's use o f  cap i ta l  and small l e t t e r s  i s  a t  t ines i r regu la r  and a rb i t r a r y .  

He does not always indent new paragraphs. 

Spel l ing e r ro rs  are sometimes inconsistent spel l ings o f  one word. For 

instance, I n  Le t t e r  63 Lampman spe l l s  "cheap" three times as "cheep" and he 

corrects hiraself i n  the next l e t t e r .  Usually correct, "across" a l so  appears 

as "accross." Lampman misspells names o f  fr iends and acquaintsnces: E. 

Hubbell i s  spel led "Hubble" ( ~ e t t e r  1); Ernest Whyte i s  1 W i t e 8 1 ;  the "Wooll- 

conrbes" are spel led cor rec t l y  and incor rec t l y  w i t h i n  three l i nes  of t ex t  

( ~ e t t e r  82). Both o f  h i s  references t o  h i s  f r iend the poet F. G .  Scott are 

t o  "6. F. Scott" ( ~ e t t e r  91). "Shawinigan Fal ls"  i s  spel led as "Shawenegan" 

( ~ e t t e r  93). 

Where the spe l l i ng  o f  a word i s  ambiguous, I have determined the char- 

acters on the basis of t h e i r  appearance i n  comparison w i th  s im i l a r  
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@Inations of characters w i t h i n  the correspondence. Some eccen t r i c f t l es  

of spe l l  ing are pecul iar  t o  Lampman's time, such as h i s  use of "tc." f o r  our 

%tc." ( ~ e t t e r s  1, 5 ,  and 23); the usage i s  shared by J. 0. H i l l e r  (see Appen- 

d i x  D, Let te r  15). Other spe l l ings may der ive from an In tent ion I have 

not recognized. For instance, the "PH." of the f i r s t  l e t t e r  replaces what 

bmpwn  usual ly marked w i t h  a 8'P.S." He may have intended tha t  t h i s  notat  

indicate an evening postscr ip t .  

S l ips  of the tongue, omissions o f  words, and g r a m t i c a l  er rors  are a 

reproduced i n  the t ranscr ip t ion  exact ly as I have found them. I have not 

used the "sic" notat ion o r  any other mark t o  ind icate  the numerous e r ro rs  i n  

Lampan's l e t t e r s  t o  Haud. 

A l l  of the foregoing p r inc ip les  o f  t ranscr ip t ion  apply equally t o  the 

l e t t e r s  i n  the Appendices. 

Annotations are numbered from one i n  each l e t t e r .  The expansiveness o f  

the annotations i s  appropriate for  the time of t h i s  ed i t ion,  I feel,  but i t  

may wel l  be redundant a t  a l a t e r  stage of Lampman scholarship, when a sound 

biography becomes avai lable.  The annotations themselves contain many refer-  

ences t o  Carl Y. Connor's biography Archibald Lampman, Canadian P a t  o f  - 

Nature la rge ly  because the work remains the most comprehensive body o f  b io-  - 
graphical mater ia l  t o  date. However, these references should not inp ly  tha t  

6 Connor's work i s  a reputable source of fact .  Huch of the book, 1 fee l ,  I s  

dramatized smbo1lishment -- touching on the maudlin a t  times -- o f  very se- 

l e c t i v e  facts,  and much of i t  i s  spurious descr ipt ion of a personal i ty  far  

less complex than that'of Lampman's. Nevertheless the book i s  s t i  11 basic t o  

the study of  Lampman if f o r  nothing else as a referenct po in t .  I t s  dated 

commentary i s  useful as a r e f l e c t i o n  o f  the p o r t r a i t  o f  the poet which the 
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Cmdian pub l i c  was receiv ing end shaping fo r  decades o f  t h i s  century. Also, 

w n y  sources of Connor's information are unrecoverable because o f  loss o r  

b a t h .  For instance, he quotes from a ser ies o f  l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  by the young 

& L.mpnun t o h i s  f r iend  JohnRi tch ie ,  letterswhichareotherwiseunkncmn. 

P* 

The t ranscr ip t ions o f  the remaining f i f t y - f i v e  l e t t e r s  i n  the Lampman 

co l l ec t i on  o f  l e t t e r s  he ld  i n  the Simon Fraser Univers i ty  L ib ra ry  are given i n  

four appendices. The f i r s t ,  A, consists of s i x  l e t t e r s  from bud t o  her hus- 

bend, a ser ies which engages Lampman's l e t t e r s  t o  !bud dur ing a two-month per- 

iod i n  1889. The th i r t een  l e t t e r s  o f  Appendix 0,  Family Correspondence, are 

div ided i n t o  sections: 1 - 5 ,  from Lampman t o  others; l a  - 7a, t o  Lanpman from 

others; and lb ,  a much e a r l i e r  l e t t e r  w r i t t e n  i n  1859 by Archibald Lampman, S r .  

t o  Susanna Gesner, who would become the poet 's mother. That l e t t e r  had a poem 

enclosed i n  i t s  envelope (as noted i n  the l e t t e r ) ,  apparently by Isabel le  Lamp- 

nun Voorhis. The poem, a celebrat ion o f  the new c h i l d  "Bella" was w r i t t e n  

years a f t e r  the l e t t e r ;  nonetheless i t  i s  included. Appendlx C consists o f  

sixteen l e t t e r s ,  from B l i ss  Carman and Charles G .  0 .  Roberts t o  Lampman, from 

Duncan Campbell Scott t o  members o f  Lampman's family, and from a Parliamentary 

L ib ra r ian  t o  Scott regarding the Lampman Papers. The l e t t e r s  from B l i ss  Car- 

man provide, f o r  the m s t  par t ,  the missing responses t o  those l e t t e r s  from 

Lamqman t o  Carman he ld  i n  Queen's Univers i ty  Douglas L ibrary  Archives. 
4 

' ~ h s  Simon Fraser Univers i ty  L ib ra ry ' s  Carman Let ters  (c) f i t  the Douglas 
L ib ra ry ' s  Lampman Let ters  (L) i n  the fo l lowing sequence: 

C, 28 Dec 88 / L, 9 Jan 89 L ,  1 1  Nov 91 / C, 14 Nov 91 
L, 16 Apr 89 C ,  25 Jan 92 / L, 8 Feb 92 
L, 13 Mar 90 L, 28 Mar 92 / C, 31 Har 92 
L, 29 Her 90 L, 6 Apr 92 / C, 11 Hay 92 
L, 29 Oct 90 L, 10 Jun 92 / C,  20 Jun 92 
C, 9 Feb 91 / L, 21 Feb and 23 Feb 91 L, 10 Oct 92 
C ,  10 Aug 91 C, 26 Feb 94 

C, 21 Aug 94 
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Appendix D i s  comprised of twenty-one l e t t e r s  w r i t t e n  by t h i r t een  per- 

m s .  This ser ies i s  mainly o f  business re la ted  l e t t e r s  from l i t e r a r y  asso- 

ciates, including Hamlin Garland and Wi l l iam Dean Howells. A number o f  these 

l e t t e r s ,  together w i t h  some l e t t e r s  i n  Appendices B and C, have been mut i la ted 

by a p h i l a t e l i s t  as mentioned above. Bracketed blank spaces ind icate  the holes 

i n  the l e t t e r s ;  they are t o  be dist inguished from bracketed question marks 

which ind icate  a word o r  words which I could not decipher. Anything typed 

Inside such brackets i s  my conjecture. 

The f o l l w i n g  c h r o n o l o ~ i c a l  l i s t  o f  l e t t e r s  includes the l e t t e r s  o f  

Appendices A, B, C,  and 0.  Among the annotations t o  the l e t t e r s  from Lampman 

t o  b u d  are footnotes which ind icate  the chronological intersect ions o f  the 

l e t t e r s  i n  the appendices. 



LIST OF LETTERS 

1859 

b,lb. Arch ib r ld  Lampman, S r .  t o  Susanna Gesner [no date] 

Archibald Lampman t o  h u d  Playter  

A. I.. t o  n. P. 

A. L. t o  n. P. 

A. L. t o  n. P. 

A. L. t o  M. P. 

A. L. t o  M. P. 

A. L. t o  M. P. . 
A. L. t o  M. P. 

A. L. t o  M. P. 

A. L. t o  M. P. 
i 

A. L. t o  M. P. 

A. L. t o  M. P. 

13. A. L. t o  H. P. 

14. A. L. t o  M. P. 

l a .  Archibald Lampman, S r .  t o  A. L. 

I S .  A. L. t o  M. P. 

16. A. L. t o  n. P. 

17. A. L. t o  M. P. 

xvi i 

25 July  

27 July  

29 Ju ly  

1 August 

6 August 

8 August 

11 August 

16 August 

17 August 

7 September 

13 September 

21 Septedmr 

28 July  

4 August 

30 August 

28 December 

30 December 

31 December 

3 January 

5 January 

7 January 

10 January 

11 January 

13 January 

14 January 
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A. L. t o  M. P. 

A. L. t o  M. P. 

A. L. t o  H. P .  

A. L. t o  M. P. 

A. L. t o  M. P. 

A. L. t o  M. P. 

A. L. t o  n. P. 

A. L. t o  n. P. 

A. L. t o  n. P. 

A. L. t o  M. P. 

Archibald Lampman, 

A. L. t o  n. P. 

S r .  t o  A. L. 

Charles 6. D. Roberts t o  A. L. . 
B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L. . 

Ebtn Picken t o  A. L. 

Charles G ,  0 .  Roberts t o  A. L. . 
E h n d  C .  Stedman t o  A. L. 

Hamlin Garland t o  A. L. 

Hmlin Garland t o  A. L.  

Hamlin Garland to  A. L. 

A. L. t o  H. P. Lampman 

A. L. t o  M. P.  L .  

A. L. t o  n. P. L. 

b u d  Playter Lampman t o  A. L. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

A. 1. t o  M. P. L. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

A. L. t o  n. P. L .  

A. L. t o  H. P. L. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

I 5 January 

I 8  January . 
20 January 

21 January 

22 January 

24 January 

25 January 

1 February 

4 February 

9 February 

29 July 

15 August [no year date] 

16 H o v d e r  

28 December 

11 Ap r i l  

20 Apri 1 

211 Apr l 1 

2 *Y 

13 MY 

[no date] 

29 July 

30 July 

31 Ju ly  

1 August 

2 August 

[no date: 3 o r  4 ~ u g u s t ]  

5 August 

6 August 

8 August 

9 August 

10 Augus t 

8 September 
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46. 

47. 
48. 

A.3. 

49. 

A.4. 

SO. 

51. 

A.5. 

c ,4. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L.  

A. L. t o  M. P.  L. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

M. P. L. t o  A. L .  

A. L. t o  M. P. L.  

M. P. L. t o  A. L. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

M. P. L. t o  A. L. 

Charles G. 0 .  Roberts t o  A. L. 

Hamlin Garland t o  A. L.  

Wil l iam Wilfred Campbell 

B l iss  Carman t o  A.  L. 

B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

Joseph Edwnd Col l ins t o  

A. L. t o  n. P. L. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

A. L. t o  n. P. L .  

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

A. L. t o  n. P. L. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

A. L. t o  M. P. L. 

B l iss  Carmn t o  A. L. 

Ernest Voorhis t o  A. L. 

1 sabel I e Lampman Voorh i s 

8 September 

10 September 

13 September 

14 September 

16 September 

18 September 

18 September 

19 September 

20 September 

10 November 

[no date: 4,5, o r  6 A p r i l ]  

[no date: 2 ~ u l y ]  

2 July 

4 July 

17 January 

23 January 

9 February 

10 Augur t 

23 August 

[no date: 26 August ] 

28 A U ~ U S ~  

37 [ s ic ]  August 

3 September 

3 Septearber [second] 

4 September 

5 September 

6 Septembr 

8 September 

9 September 

14 November 

26 HoveRtber 

13 December 



A. L. and H. P. L. t o  Susanna Gesner L m n  25 D e c d e r  

J. E. Wetherel l  

A. L. t o  M. P. 

A. L. t o  H. P. 

A. L. t o  H. P .  

A. L. t o  M. P. 

A. L. t o  H. P .  

F. G. Scot t  t o  

B l  i s s  Carman t o  

A. L. t o  Isabel  

Duncan Campbell Scot t  t o  H. P. 

1892 

h e s  Co i t  T y l e r  t o  A. L. 

B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L. 

B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L. 

B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L. 

W i l l i a m  Dean Howells t o  A. L. 

W i l l i a m  Dean Howells t o  A. L. 

Annie Lam~man t o  A. L. 

G i l b e r t  Parker t o  A. L. 

1893 

t o  A. L. 

L. 

L. 

L. 

L. 

L. 

A . L .  . 
A. L. 

B l i s s  Carman t o  

A. L. t o  Isabel  

J. 0. H i l l e r  t o  

e Lampman Voorhis 

A. L. 

e Lampman Voorhis 

A. L .  

A. L. t o  I s a b e l l e  Lampman Voorhis 

A. L. t o  M. P. L.  

B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L. 

l s a b e l l e  Lampman Voorhis t o  A. L. 

l shbc l  Aberdeen t o  A. L. 

Ernest Voorhis t o  A. L. 

26 December 

2 January 

25 January 

31 March 

11 May 

14 Cby 

31 May 

24 J u l y  

9 December 

2 Cbrch 

21 A p r i l  

22 Apr i  1 

24 A p r i l  

27 Apr i 1 

27 Apt i 1 [second] 

24 b y  

20 June [no year date]  

29 November 

26 February 

3 b r c h  

12 h r c h  

[no date: A p r i l ]  

27 Ju l y  

21 August 

7 Ju l y  

5 November 

24 November 



82. A. L. t o  M. P .  L. 

83. A. L.  t o  M. P. L. 

81. A. L. t o  M. P .  L. 

85. A. t.  t o  t ~ .  P .  L .  

66. A. L. t o  n. P. L. 

D.18. Ham1 i n  Garland t o  A. L. . 

. A. L. t o  

89. A . L .  t o  

90. A. L.  t o  

91. A . L .  t o  

92. A . L .  t o  

9.3. A . L .  t o  

95. A. L. t o  

8.5. A. L .  t o  

95. A. L. t o  

96. A . L . ~ O  

n. P.  L. 

M. P .  L. 

M. P.  L. 

M. P.  L. 

M. P .  L. 

M. P .  L.  

M. P. L. 

N a t a l i e  Lampman 

M. P. L. 

M. P .  L. 

11 k r c h  

13 March 

14 March 

18 March 

20 March 

26 March 

2 A p r i l  

4 Apr i  1 

7 A p r i l  

10 A p r i l  

14 A p r i l  

28 November 

19 

22 June 

22 June [second] 

24 June 

5 September 

19 October 

23 Ju ly  

25 Ju ly  

30 Ju ly  

1 August 

6 August 

IS August 

2 1 August 

2 ?i August 

[undated : 24- 30 August ] 

30 August 

1 September 

3 September 

10 September 
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I S  September 

100. A .  L.  to  M. P.  L. 19 September 

101. A .  L. t o  H. P.  L. 26 September 

102. A .  L .  t o  fl. P .  L .  30 September 

C , l 5 .  Har t in  Burrel l  to  Duncan Campbell Scott I 5  June 

1949 

c.16 Duncan Campbell Scott t o  Nata l ie  Lampman Maclnnes 10 February 

0,lg. Eldon C .  H i l l  t o  Nata l ie  Lamptnan tlaclnnes 18 b y  

0,20. Eldon C .  H i l l  to  Nata l ie  Lampman tlaclnnes 20 June 





and r u d y  f o r  anything Bel le t &ate & bbe2 s I rambling about i n  the 
two 

nlultltude and got a few looks a t  them. I only know ens of them, i th ink -- 
3 

Plunket Taylor s Edward Taylor. Edward Taylor and E.  Hubblo must have re- 

malned behind. I d i d  not see them there. The c i t y  wirs hung w i th  f lags 

innumerable There were surely never so many up before. 

I have completed the Romncs o f  a ~ r u n k a r d , ~  and I am sorry t o  ray I have 

bean obl fged t o  make the l a s t  chapter exceedingly murnf  u? . It csul d not be 

helped, The story would not end any other way. Yet I l i k e  the l es t  chapter 

wch bet te r  than the others; you w i l l  see that i t  i s  bet ter  written. Your 

father w i  l l use Hans Fingerhut's ~ r o ~ - l e s r o n '  next. That I think w i  I I be 

interest ing i n  p r i n t .  

I have been t r y ing  to wri te,  my Maud; but have not been i n  the mood. I 

*lampmntr s is te rs  Isabelle. 23, and Cerol ins, the "Babe" of the fen11 y ,  
aged 17, together wi th  h u d t s  s i s te r  Kate. Annie, 19, Lampman's other s ls te r ,  
i s  f l r a t  mnt loned in  Let ter  3. 

3 ' t ~ i u n b t  ," or Jams Qav i s Taylor, l a te r  to bat- a L leutanant-Colonel 
and un H.P., received a medal and clasp f o r  his service i n  tho North Vest 

fgn. Taylor published Canadian H l l i tEa  u n t i l  1892 when he moved from 
Ottawa to 8.6. t o  became the edi tor  of the Hew Westminster Columblan (8. !I. 
Gr-, e d . ,  Who's Who i n  Canada, 1921 [Toronto: Internatianal Press, 19211; 

1. Edward Taylor i s  unldentff ied. Ernest Wltaon Hubbell 
a mdat a t  these ceremonies as we1 1 . Eventual 1 v a 

k j o r ,  ha #a~.slso f o r  many years the Chief Inspector o f  the In te r io r ,  ibttawa 
. ~wwe. 1920. 

' ~hcre  i s  no record in  any o f  the knarn Lalapnvn Papers of t h i s  prow 
piece, a t  letast not under the title the "Romance of a Drunkard." There i s  no. 
known copy of the issue of - k n  i n  which, as Lampman t e l l s  us i n  Let ter  6, tho 
Story was pub1 lshed. 

'l(ludts father, the physician Edward Playter, edited what today i s  ca l led  
the Canada Health Journal (see Letter 6, note 1).  I n  addit ion t o  the p o e m  
"An October Sunset , I t  Lampman contributed t o  Man a t  least the two pieces men- 
t i m e d  b r e ,  "Hens Fingerhut's ~ r o ~ - l e s s o n " ~ ~ e s r e d  i n  the November 1885 
issue'; the "bmnce o f  a Drunkardi' was apparently serial ized, the las t  entry 
of whOch appeared I n  the August 1885 issue. 



f % t t  
hove lonely olnce you went away, Oh how I wish 1 could have en hour wf th  my 

dar t ing even now and then. It w t  l l  be too long before t can. 

With many, many kisses 

I remain 

Yours always 

Archie. 
-L- 

PN. Writa to me soon, that I may know you do not forget me. 

2, 40 Grove Avenue / Toronto 

OTTAW CAblADA FREE 2 JY 27 85 

Post Of f i ce  Department 

July 27 1885 

Hy Swectast Darl ing 

I r e c ~ l v e d  your l e t t e r  t h i s  morning - i n  fact  j us t  iQ minutes ago. I 

wole $0 glad t o  get it. I read i t  over two or three times and thanked you 

many mare times as 1 d id  so, 
i t  

t how been i n  your house I think twice since you l e f t ,  andpoms t o  me 

to Scs &ad f o r  the soul i s  gone out of i t  and f l e d  away t o  Toronto. Ah:, I 

b p t a  i t  w t t f  sarn come bock. b a r  Waud I am t r y ing  t o  work; I keep t o  my room 

very m a r l y  altogether now i n  the evenings; but I do not succeed very well, 

t t w f  l l be some time before I can work rnyset f i n to  the mood, and then my 

thoughts go wandering o f f  westward t i  1 l they come t o  somebody who i s  very 

lovely and fa i r ,  and when they reach that person they f lnd themselves so 
that  

happy,they do not come back i n  a hurry: I n  fact  a f ter  s long time I wake up 

out of the sweetest dream and f i n d  that the sheets o f  foolscap paper are l y i ng  

in f r on t  of ir# s t i l l ,  but there i s  no wr f t l ng  on them. Hawever 1 wrote s o w  I 

ysstarday and maybe before long the inspi rat ion w i l l  cow. A t  any ra te  I have 



ended 
4 

f  fnished the Rwvnsc of a Drunkard. I finished the ?.st chapter on Friday, 

and l i k e  It very wel l ;  much bet ter  than the f i r s t  two. 

How i should have l i ked  t o  have been i n  a corner behind a cur ta in  some- 

where a t  that  f u l  l-dress party o f  yours: Just t o  have had a good gaze a t  my 

d ~ r  1 ing: how lovely she must have looked.* Perhaps i f I had come out from 

behind the curtain, she would have gfven ne a few o f  those de l igh t fu l  danses, 

that others were so lucky t o  get. 

I f  I am not w i th  you i n  the flesh f am a t  any ra te  always so i n  the 
ever 

spir i t .  I(y dream are w i th  you more o f ten  that you can imagine. WhsnAyou 

turn3ng yeur thoughts t o  me-- which you must do often, dearest, you m y  be 

p re t t y  sure that 1 am th inking of you. You m y  feel me stretching my arms in  

fancy over a l l  that distance and drawing than round you, end prassfng tho 

OW#& sweet mouth w i th  a hundred long so f t  kisses. 

Forgive the 

tered about w i th  

abominable b lo ts  on t h i s  paper; 

ink I could not prevent f t .  

'see L r t t c r s  1 and 6. 
4n 

my o f f i c e  desk i s  so opet- 

Your t u v l  ng 

' L n's daydream of  thud conducting her socfrl rounds in Toronto was 
germane t o  the "Grawth of  Love" Sonnet V l  I ,  w r l  t t s n  i n  August, 1885: 

t saw a distant bailroom toudly f e f r  
And haw ngr Lady w i th  her- ch l 1 d-sof t Pace 
A d  f f rm sweet shoulders laden w t  th  the grace 
And curled rtchness of her ye1 law h a i r  
Set laughing i n A s m  so f t l y  cushioned l a i r ,  
O r  I n  among the dancers whi r led end spod 
With dainty feet, and i n  my dream I  said, 
Amng them a l l  my Ladyis r i c h  and rare; 

_ .  Iby lady's r i ch  and rare, and tenfold swtat: 
Ah, wel l  f wonder ff the sound and glee, 
The maze and ta lk ,  the rush o f  spinning feet 
The only masters of her feet may be, 

- 

O r  If her heart doth ever fa l l  abeet 
dream of me 

. . [Toronto: flyersun, 19431, p. 40). 



3. C/O S. J . Stammers / 40 Grove Avenue / Toronto 1 

OTTAWA CANADA FREE JY 29 85 

t P . 0  Dep. 

Ottawa 

Ju ly  29 1885 

My Dar l ing 

Kate gave me two l e t t e r s  t o  frank f o r  you.2 This one got a l i t t l e  

t broken when they were p u t t  ing the stamp o f  the Dep. on i t ;  so I enclosed i t  

i n  another envelope-- a lso take the opportunity t o  sent you t h i s  l i t t l e  note 

Times are d u l l  w i t h  me and I have l i t t l e  t o  record. Babe and I took a 

walk on Sunday afternoon, out Nicholas S t r ,  beyond the Rideau and along the 

~dnada A t l a n t i c  Rai We sat under the trees f o r  a whi le,  a te  some w i l d  

cherries and raspberries and on our way home found a wa te r l i l y ;  f o r  us the 

f i r s t  o f  the season 

' ~ n i d e n t  i f ied. 

%he l e t t e r s  are not included i n  t h i s  co l lec t ion .  Here " to  frank" i s  t o  
stamp mail  w i t h  no cost t o  the sender. A t  t h i s  time, the p r i v i l e g e  o f  sending 
and receiv ing mail  f ree o f  charge extended not only t o  the o f f i ces  of  H.P.s 
md high ranking c i v i  1 servants but a lso t o  the o f f  ices o f  postal employees and 
S t m e  other  government workers. U n t i l  1892 the envelopes of l e t t e r s  which Lamo- 

e i t he r  sent from o r  received a t  the Post Off ice,  excluding mail  from the 
U.S.A., have no stamps; instead they are simply postmarked and handstamped 
"FREE." As Kate sent mat 1 t o  Haud through Lampman, Heud sent ma1 1 t o  Kate 
through him (see Le t te r  4) .  Hwever, t h i s  f r i nge  benef i t  was t o  end abrupt ly.  
I n  a l e t t e r  t o  Edward Thomson dated 10 December 1891 Lampman states tha t  the 
b t  Off ice w i  11 p r o h i b i t  the f ranking o f  l e t t e r s  as o f  1 January 1892 
( k c h i b a l d  ~arnpme;l~s Let ters  t o  ~dward  W l  1 1 iam fhmsoh, ed. ~ r t h u r  S. Bourinot 
Cbttawa: A. S. Bourinot, 19561, p. 12). The new pol Icy  was one o f  a number 
of nacr pol  i c ies  fo r  c i v i  1 servants, and Lampman was unhappy w i t h  them a1 1. 
81 I wish I had some knowledge of p o l i t i c a l  
@bout pol  i t  i cs ," he w r  i tes t o  Thomson. " 

have a hand i n smash i ng [ the government 1 . 
u l s . "  (fbld.) 

)The four o r  f i v e  ktn walk was i n  the 
brook d i s t r i c t s .  The Canada A t l a n t i c  Rai 

h i s to r y  and some pract ise i n  w r i t i n g  
t would be a de l i gh t f u l  th ing  t o  
They are a miserable set o f  ras- 

Sandy Hi 11  ( ~ i c h o l a s  St . )  and Over- 
way was amalgamated w i t h  the Grand 

Trunk system i n  1914 and the Grand Trunk Paci f i c  Rai lway was amalgamated i n t o  
the Canadian National Railway i n  1923 ("~anada A t l an t i c  Railway," Encyclopedia 
p ~ d i a n a ,  1965 ed.). 



4 i am going out t h i s  afternoon w i th  Scott t o  t r y  the b i rch  bark canoe we 

are t o  use on our camping expedition. I am not fami l ia r  w i th  the race o f  

canoes; so sha l l  need a b i t  of practise. 

~ n n i e '  came home from camping pre t ty  we1 1 eaten w i th  musqui toes. 

I have wr i t t en  a l i t t l e  and perhaps when I get you back I shal l  have a 

few things t o  read to  you. 
6 

I n  the meantime I think of you always, every hour 

qu i te  passes out of my mind how sweet i t  w i l l  be when 

myself and love her and work for her as long as I 1 l ve 

I hope you enjoy yourself ,- Sweet. Take the best 

long without a l e t t e r  

take 
I can,,niy dar l ing 

o f  the day; I t  never 

a l l  t o  

o f  i t  and dont 

Your ever loving 

Archie. 

leave me 

4 Duncan Campbell Scott, tampman's closest f r iend i n  Ottawa. 

'setit Let ter  I ,  note 2. 

'!do known manuscripts are dated precisely July, 1885. We know, however, 
from the foregoing l e t te rs  that Lampman has j u s t  completed the prose piece 
ca l led  the "Romance o f  a Drunkard." It i s  possible; that  he was revis ing the 
"Grawth of Love" sonnet "Her cheeks are sof ter  than s o f t  clouds that  1 le," 
dated Apr i 1 1884 (Library o f  Part iament , Miscccl laneous Poems [hereafter 
LPMisc], p. 26.) w i th  a s l i g h t  variant dated 1885 (Pub1 i c  Archlves o f  Canada 
thereafter PAC], vol . I V ,  scr ibb ler  13, pp. 22-31. and w r l  t i n g  two other 
sonnets in the "Growth o f  Love" sequence: Wh whether sad o r  Joyous be her 
hoursH and "Beloved. those who moan o f  love's b r i e f  dew ." b t h  undated. 
The l a t t e r  two awe& i n  Among the Hi  1 i e t  as ltiove bn&r14 and " ~ e r f s c t  Love." 
I n  addition, Lawman had probably b e ~ u n  "I saw a d is tant  b a l l  room loudly - 
f a i r "  (see Let ter  2, note. 2). 

- 



4. 40 Grow Avenue / Toronto 

2 OTTAWA AU 1 85 FREE 

Post O f f i ce  Department 

Aug is' 1885 

My Darl ing 

Dont bother your head about the purse. 1 w i l l  get you another l i k e  i t  

one of these days. I n  the meantime i f I can lay  hands on any money, I w i  11 

rend you a 1 i tt1e.-- Such a do le fu l  sweet desolate l e t t e r '  that  

Maud: you must w r i t e  me another one the mment you get t h i s ,  and 

you have been doing, how you have been enjoying yoursel f  and so 

Dear? I know you w i l l .  There now, s i t  r i g h t  down and begin. 
9 

l a s t  was my 

t e l  l me what 

on. Wont you, 

I 
I w i l l  g ive Kate the l e t t e r ,  as soon as I can see her; perhaps not to-day 

however, for  I am s i c k P 3  o r  a t  least  very unwell, and had j u s t  about v i t a l i t y  

enough t o  car ry  me up here t o  the o f f i ce ,  and no more. It was j u s t  lucky that  

I found a dear l i t t l e  l e t t e r  here from you. I wish i t  had not been so d is-  

tressed 

Duncan Scott and I t r i e d  the b i r ch  bark again yesterday. I am ge t t ing  
t o  

per fec t l y  used i t ;  and can skim along i n  i t  qu t e  a t  mine ease. Next Saturday 

 ampma man seems t o  romanticize b u d ' s  w r i t i n g  here w i t h  the Keatsian tone 
he adopts i n  some o f  h i s  p a t  ry.  Ebroover, her "doleful sweet desolat [ ion]" 
rpparently pleases him; one might i n f e r  from the patroniz ing passage which 
follows tha t  he cu l t i va tes  the vulnerable l l t t l e  g i r l  i n  h i s  Lady, who is ,  a t  
this time, s ixteen (see Le t te r  18, note 1 ) .  I n  the "Growth o f  Love" sonnets, 
Which Lanpmn was current ly  w r i t i ng ,  h i s  Lady has a "chi ld-sweet mouth and 
innocent cheekH ( I ) ,  a "ch i ld-sof t  face" (V I I ) ,  and a "ch i ld 's  w i l d  a i r "  ( x ) .  

'sea Le t t e r  3. note 2. 

3~awnun's f i r s t  mention o f  h i s  own i l lnesses, a major t h e m  i n  h i s  
Correspondence t o  Maud. Possibly he i s  'Itroubled w i th  rheumatism i n  one 
knee" (Let ter  6) . 



we are going t o  mke a l i t t l e  t r t p  In the afternoon. Me shall ~o up In the 

canoe t o  the f i r s t  lock; then carry the canoe over land t o  the Rideau, and 

paddle down, t i l l  we come t o  that  bridge a t  the end of Nicholas Street. 4 

men we get there we w i l t  carry the canoe over again t o  the canal and come 

horse. 

I a n  rather bet ter  i n  the canoe than Scott. His legs are too long and h i s  

feet WP asleep but I f i t  in to  i t  as neat as a pin. 

And now dearest I must get t o  

my o f f i c e  and drop t h i s  l e t t e r  

Your af fect ionate Lover 

Archie. 

5. Ei6 Grove Avenue / Toronto 

OTTAWA CANADA FREE 2 AU 6 85 

Post Of f ice Department 

Avsus t gth 1885 

Wy b r l  ing k u d  

i rscefved your sweet l e t t e r  and read St over mny t i m s .  You need not 

trouble your self about what 1 sent you, or  about y w r  having t o l d  me of the 

loss ~f the purse. It w s  a great pleasure to mo to help my $wet g i r l ,  and 

whmewt you get I n to  the same sort  of trouble agafn you must conre to nre and 
1 I f  I can I t  w i l l  make me very happy t o  console you. 

4 ~ r u m  Nicholas S t . ,  they would have canoed for  a km northwest i n  the 
canal, then walked, probably along the Ottawa, north t o  the mouth of the 
RIdea'u ( t w ~  km) , then canoed east and south down the Rideau t o  the s l t e  o f  the 
Port Hurdmn Bridge ( f i ve  km) , and then walked back t o  Wicholas S t .  (two km) . 

'lie he d id  "lay hands on moneyi' ( ~ e t t e r  4) and sent i t  w i th  h i s  l a t t e r  
of August 1 af ter  a1 1 ,  o r  w i th  a l e t t e r  that has been l os t ,  o r  by I t s e l f ,  
before August 5 .  



As t o  the camping; we shal l  probably set out about the 18th of t h i s  

month. We shal l  take the t r a i n  t o  ~ u c k l n ~ h a n , ~  a t  the mouth of the LiavRe; 

go up the Lievre River i n  a steamboat t i l l  we come t o  High Fal ls,  that i s  

about 25 mi les Then we get i n to  our canoe and paddle 5 m i  les t o  the scene 

o f  our camping. I t  i s  said t o  be a m t  beaut i fu l  place. A beautiful f a l l  

and r iver .  The country i s  woody. There are partr idges t o  shootP3 and pickerel  

and bass to catch. On the whole i f  the weather turns out f ine our prospects 

fo r  en snjoyable and healthy t tme arc excetlent. i n  regard t o  le t ters ,  my 

sweet, perhaps It w i l l  not be so bad. Very l i k e  1 may be able t o  get a l e t t e r  

ur WQ to s a w  Post Office for you whi le I am away, It I s  not qui te so out of 

the mt1d I fancy as a l l  that.--end you can w r i t e  soffle t o  me and I w i l l  get 

2*bout f o r t y  kn northeast of the Hul l  station, on what i s  now the 
Canadian Pac i f i c  Ifne. 

3l n was not an avid hunter; s t  least there lo no blographlcel 
acccMnE of h i s  being so. He refers t o  duck hunting only a few tfrnes f n  h is  
Jourmts (see, o.9. Archibald Lampman: Selected Prost, cd. Barr fe  Dsvles 
[Ottawa: The Teeunseh Press, 19751, p. 83). I n  h i s  biography Archibald Lamp- - 
mn, Canadlan Poet of Mature (New York: Carrier, 1929) Carl Conmr takes some 
pstns to ~ t s c r i b Q  tampmern's a f f i n i t y  w i th  nature as one which necessarily 
~xctudbr mst f f  not a l l  hunting: 

'#9t unlike Wousseau's was Campman's b e l i e f  that nothlng In nature Is 
ugly efther i n  i t s e l f  o r  i n  i t s  relat ions t o  I t s  surroundings, and that any 
ather m d f t i o n  i s  due t o  the pervert ing hand o f  man. Naturally, he scorned 
thb hucllian inpulse t o  go in to  the woods w l  t h  rod and gun. Even the boten t s t  
he thmght only hat f legi t imate i n  )\Is a t t i  tuda towards naturet@ fpp. 148-91, 
Gontlnuing, Connor subverts h i s  point  somewhat: "Evan stronger than h l s  
f a t i n g  against needless k i l l i n g  o f  w i l d  l i f e  was h i s  aversten to the des- 
tru~tCon of  w i l d  flowers." I n  a Globe a r t i c l e  Lampman protests tho tndis- - 
trimfnst+ picking o f  w i l d  flowers-he awful destructtveness o f  the h u m  
r w s  i s  sx~1mplSffed I n  small things as wel l  as great," he begins, and then 
t k ~ l l o p s  the pofnt: 

"I have known some out-of-the-way places f n my neighburhood where w f  I d  
ftawors could be found not long ago i n  considerable numbers: n w  they are gone. 
People could not be content t o  look a t  them, admire them, pluck a few and 
idova. the rest t o  renew the i r  kind, and y l e l d  us the yearly service o f  t h e i r  
beauty. They must bear them away I n  armfuls, p u l l  them up by the roots and 
make an end of them i n  the momentary pr ide o f  securing a greater display than 
anyme else. They have kl 1 1 ed the goose that la  I d  the golden egg " ("At the 
krmIQ tnn", 24 June 1893 I n  Devies, p. 80). 



then when I cosr home. I n  the meantime i t  i s  two weeks yet  before we go; and 

I hope t o  get several l e t t e r s  from you i n  tha t  time. 

We are having i t  very cold here There was a great wind day before yes- 

terday which blew down the t a l l  plants; corn, sunflowers t c .  Last n igh t  there 

was a s l i g h t  f ros t .  Yesterday afternoon however w i t h  the s t i f f  cool wind and 

the warm sun i t  was f ine canoeing-- and Scott 6 1 explored the corners and 

recesses of  the canal . 
I hope you wi 11 enjoy the plck-nick and the dance, dar l  lng, and tha t  you 

w i l l  remember me sometimes i n  the midst o f  i t  a l l .  Write t o  me soon again. 

You do not know how longingly I look a t  my desk i n  the m r n i n g  when I come, 

hoping tha t  I m y  see an envelope there I n  the h a n h r i t i n g  o f  the dearest g i r l  

anywhere t o  be found Write often, even if i t  be only a few l ines--  t o  t e l l  

me t ha t  you th ink  of me and never forget  t o  love me. 

With many kisses, 

ny Mud, 

I remain, 

Your Archie 

6, 

Hy Dar l ing 

Port Of f i ce  kpf 

Aug. 8fh 1885. 

Rate gave me a toothbrush yesterday t o  send you, which I enclose. I am 

a f ra id  I have no news o f  any k ind t o  t e l l  you. Nothing has happen since my 

l a s t  l e t t e r .  Indeed nothing had happened then. Scott and I s t i l l  p rac t i se  

wi th  the canoe, and have not had an upset, which i s  a wonder. 



Hare you seen the l as t  8 ' hn t t  ul t h  the conclur ion o f  my story.  ' if not I 

w i l l  send you a copy. I daresay, however, you have one. 

I am be t te r ;  but am s t i l l  t roubled w i t h  rheumatism i n  one knee. It was 

qu i te  pa in fu l  l a s t  n ight ;  but d i d  not keep me awake long 

I have been doing a l i t t l e  work, dear, I have w r i t t en  a poem ca l led  

I*Among the M i  1 l e t  , I '~ which, when I have done w i t h  i t ,  I w i  11 copy and send 

you: tho1 I ' m  a f ra id  i t  i s  very dry. I am not qu i t e  i n  mood f o r  work: but 

s t i l l  I keep plodding on. I am th ink ing  o f  ge t t ing  daslsn t o  another f a i r y  

t a h 3  If I can w r i t e  a good many of  those, perhaps I make money out o f  then, A 

when my name i s  made. 

And now I w i l l  end t h i s  l i t t l e  l e t t e r  w i t h  i n f i n i t e  love.; and as I say 

 he s to ry  i s  the "Rwnce  o f  a Drunkard," re fer red t o  i n  Le t te rs  1 and 
2. The per iod ica l  - Wan i s  what i s  known as the Canada Health Journal today. 
A t  the date o f  the s to rv ' s  ~ u b l i c a t i o n .  however, that  ~ e r t o d i c a l  was e n t i t l e d  
Doninion Sanitary ~ o u r n e l  , i t s  name f r i m  Octobt;, 1883; through October, 1885; 
?t has had other names before and since. I t s  November, 1885 issue, the f l r s t  
volume of r new ser ies w i t h  the name - Man, was the issue i n  which Lampman's 
"bns Fingerhut I s  Frog Lesson" was publ ished. Why he should c a l l  the magazine 
Nan i n  August i s  unclear. D r .  Playter,  the ed i to r ,  may have been c a l l i n g  i t  
t)lrt u n o f f i c i a l l y  before i t s  o f f i c i a l  change. I n  any event, the Union L i s t  o f  
Ser ia ls and the Union L i s t  o f  S c i e n t i f i c  Ser ia ls could not be inaccurate i n  
-ting here because the physical copies which remain o f  the November EIan 
arc c l ea r l y  "Vol. I". No copies o r  records o f  the Dominion Sanitary ~ o u r n a r  
Issues which car r ied  the "Romance" can be located a t  any o f  the 1 fbrar les  which 
da have holdings o f  the per iod ica l .  Thus a mystery intioduced by these l e t t e r s  
IS the question o f  what t h i s  missing published prose piece i s .  There i s  no 
corroborative prose piece extant, published o r  unpublished, w i t h  tha t  name, 
although see note 3 below. 

%he reference m y  be t o  " h n g  the T imthy"  which was o r i g i n a l  l y  ca l  led 
" h n g  the MilJet," dated 5 August 1885 (PAC, vol.  I l l ,  sc r ibb le r  9, pp. 25-9). 
The t i t l e  poem "Among the H i l l e t "  was f i r s t  ca l led  "Hy Flock," dated 1 August 
1885 (LPHIsc, p. $6). 

3 ~ e  had w r  i t ten two: "Hans Fi ngerhut Is Frog L e s ~ o n ~ ~  (PAC vol . i I I , 
scr ibb le r  2, 8 June 1884), published i n  Man 1 :6-10, November 1885, i n  Rou e e t  
Noir 7:g-12, February 1886, and, as a p a q l e t  (Ottawa: Golden Do Press 7 7prssn; 
%Fa i r y  Fountain" (PAC, vo l .  I, fo lder  6, January 1885, 31 PP. published 
f n  Davies, pp. 31-51. I t  i s  posslble tha t  a var iant  o f  "The Fairy Fountain" 
1s the missing publ ished s tory  the "Romance o f  a D r ~ n k a r d . ~ ~  The two pieces 
Were w r i  t t en  a t  roughly the same time; "The Fat r y  Fountain" i s  about a young 
M n  who becomes addicted i n  e f f e c t  t o  the magic waters o f  the fountain. 



12 

it, I aa taking you i n  my arms i n  imagination, and kissing the lovely mouth a 

thousand times. Think o f  me, dearest, and answer soon, even If i t  be only a 

few words 

Your Archie. 

7. C/O H.A. Kncmles Esq. / Yonge S t r .  / Toronto 
1 

OTTAWA CANADA FREE 2 AU 1 1 85 

Post O f f  ice Depr 

Aug. llth 1885 

)4y b u d ,  

I th ink you ought t o  wr i t e  t o  m e  a l i t t l e  oftener than you You 

cannot be th inking much about me, when you wr i t e  so seldom. I have sent you 

twice as many le t te rs  as you have me. I look f o r  them everyday and everyday 

nearly I am disappointed. A week from to-day I shal l  be gone up the ~iev:?; 

so you have jus t  one week, for a good while, t o  wr i t e  in, and make up f o r  your 

forgetfulness. With much love 

Your Archie. 

8. / Temm4w / Thornhi l l  P.0 

OTTAWA CANADA FREE 2 AU 14 85 

Port ~ f f ~ c e  ~ . p !  

Aug. l4Fh 1885. 

Ily Darl ing Mud. 

' ~ n i d e n t  i f  led. 

2~ secondary theme i n  Lampman's premarital correspondence t o  k u d  i s  h is  
scolding that she does not w r i t e  t o  him of ten enough. Over a period of a month 
when he sent f f fteen l e t te rs  she sent nine, he says (see Let ter  31). None of 
her p r e m r f t a l  l e t t e rs  appears t o  have survived. 



4 was glad t o  receive your l e t t e r  at last ,  a f te r  your long neglect o f  me. 

I was sorry too that a f te r  10 days si lence you could m l y  af ford me two pages 

of w r i t i n g  evidently done i n  a great hurry,' and I suppose as a matter of 

duty. You tell me how you are enjoying yourself and o f  the people you meet; 

but you never tell me, whether you ever th ink o f  me, o r  whether you are the 
of o l d  

same t o  m as ever 
2 

I am af ra id  these heroes o f  the N.W and other people 

are in tarest ing you so much that you forget a l l  a b u t  the t rue love you have 

left behind. 

Waxt week MI Tuesday I am going camping. &en 7 We have arranged avery- 

thing our tent, canoe and matterials; and shot1 p r ~ b a b l y  be gone a t  b a s t  two 

k .  In a11 probab i l i t y  t h e r e w i l l  be a Post Office out there. I f  so I 

will w r i t s  t o  you and give you my address, though I f  you are going t o  neglect 

me the way YOU have done, i t  w i l l  be of l i t t l e  use. 

ray bud ,  i f  you love me when you get t h i s  l e t te r ,  s i t  r i g h t  down and 

write me one i n  return-- not a cold one; l i k e  that th which I hove jus t  reed, 

ardlng up i n  a great hurry: but 8 dear k ind one. Tall ae hcw you feel t o  me; 

i f  you love fact the same, and think of me often. Tstl me atro what your ad- 

dress Is golng t o  be. You d id  not i n  your last ,  Please do thts,  %ud; f o r  I 

am dissppolntard and heart-sore w l th  your si lence and that hurr ied l e t t e r  

Yap Archie 

P.S. As i t  would be rather inconvenient, my sweet, to send you e package o f  

h a  5 l x  l e t  terr we have from Mud t o  L a y m n  (sea Appendix A) suggest 
that her w r i t i n g  was general 1y done In a hurry. Hs refers t o  her sel f -stated 
anxieties regarding her w r i t i n g  i n  Letters 10, 24, and 30, 

l hat i s ,  the North West Rebel1 ion (see Let ter  1 ) .  

' ~ a t t s r  5 includes an i t inerary  of  the t r i p .  



.-.. - 

I 

14 
4 

candies th ro '  the Post, I send you instead 25 c ts ,  w i t h  which I wish you t o  

buy something good, and whi le  you are enjoying i t  a t  any ra te  for  a moment 

remember me. 

9. / / Thornh i l l  P.O. 

OTTAWA CAUADA FREE 2 AU 7 85 

t 
Post O f f i ce  Dep. 

Aug. 17 '85 

Hy Darl ing. 

I have not received the l e t t e r  which I expected t h i s  morning.-- I suppose 

there has not been time for  i t  t o  get here. M y  l a s t  l e t t e r  t o  you was a 

scolding one rather; wasn't i t? dear; f o r  I was a b i t  heartsore over your not  

4 
This i s  the f i r s t  mention i n  the i e t t e r s  o f  a spec i f i c  sum o f  money. 

I n  order t o  reckon the value of such sum we can consider t h i s  2% i n  terms of 
Laqman's labour. The poet began working a t  the Post Of f i ce  as a temporary 
c le rk  i n  1883 w i t h  a s t a r t i n g  salary o f  $550 p.a. ( ~ r u c e  Nesbitt ,  "Lampmen end 
O'Dowd," unpub. H.A. Thesis, Queen's Universi ty,  Kingston, 1965, p. 31); he 
states i n  a l e t t e r  t o  h i s  s i s t e r ,  29 November 1893 (see Appendix B, Le t te r  2) 
that  h i s  salary i s  then $1100 p.a. Assuming that  Lanpman was earning between 
$600 and $700 a t  t h i s  time, however, we can ca lcu la te  a r b i t r a r i l y  that  52 40- 
hour weeks a t  $650 p.a. ind icate  an hour ly wage of 3 1 ~ .  

Canadian h i s t o r i c a l  p r i ce  indexes shaw that  the general index f o r  raw and 
p a r t l y  ~ ~ n u f a c t u r e d  goods i n  1890 was 63.3% o f  the base years 1935-9 average 
whi le the 1960 index was 209.6% o f  that  average (H. C.  Urquhart and K. A. H. 
Buckler: ads., H i s to r i ca l  S t a t i s t i c s  o f  Canada [Toronto: k c m i  l l an ,  19651, 
p. 297 , i.e. overa l l  1890 pr lces f o r  goads o f t h a t  category were b e m e n  one 
quarter and one t h i r d  of the1 r 1960 pr ices.  The 1890 Index f o r  farm products 
IS Just under one t h i r d  o f  the 1960 f igure (p. 298). Given these conparisons 
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  wages the pr ices for  f w d  and other consumer goods were not 
rspecial  l y  low. Labour was cheap. I n  Toronto i n  1901 the mean o f  the range 
of wages f o r  carpenters was 2 5 ~  an hour, f o r  e lec t r i c ians  23e, f o r  plumbers 
27 1/2t (p. 86). I n  Ottawa i n  1890 the average monthly W8- o f  female doms- 
t l c s  was $9.50 w i t h  board (p. 94). 

These f igures do not extend the comparison t o  the severely i n f l a t i ona ry  
nineteen sevent ies. Useful measures are in terna l  t o  the l e t t e r s  themsel ves . 
Prices o f  spec i f l c  goods o r  servlces are mentioned I n  Let ters  39, 40, 42, 49, 
50, 59, 63, 67, 74, and 76. For example, a good meal a t  Ottawa's New York 
k i r y  Kitchen cost 20e (Let ter  74); one month o f  boarding house meals, three 
a day, cost $10 (71) ; and a meal a t  a fashionable Boston hote l ,  $4.15 (63). 



I S  

w r i t i n g  for  so long. But i t  was a lover 's anger, which does not last long, 

as you know. I wish I could have heard from you again before I went away; 

but i t  cannot be. When I come back you w l l l  w r i t e  t o  me often; won't you? 

Perhaps during our camping I may manage t o  comnunicate w i t h  you. I f  so, be 

sure I w i l l ,  and be sure you answer. 

I am very busy to-day ge t t i ng  ready. We go to-morrow s t  8.a.m. For a 

day o r  two It will be no fun, but  hard work; then we w i l l  get i n t o  t r i m  and 

1 
f i s h  w d  shoot and swim and have a good time I suppose. 

Dear, you are not fo rge t t ing  me are you. I w i  1 I be back about the 4 t h  

Sept. I f  you would love t o  please me send me a l e t t e r  so tha t  I may get it 

- when L return. I n  the meantime think o f  me sometimes-- as I w i l l  be o f t en  

dreaming of you out there i n  the woods, and remembering the sweet and beauti- 

f u l  rrronwnts that  we have spent i n  each other 's  arms. I remain, dearest, 

With innumerable kisses 

Your Arch i e . 
P.S. 1 have sent you several thousand kisses, b u d ,  but you have never 

sent me one men you w r i t e  again send me o m .  Eh? 

10. Thornh i l l  / Ont. 

on* CANADA FREE 2 SP 7 85 

Sept ith 1805 

Post O f f i ce  Depf 

Wy Dar l lng 

I was very much del ighted t o  get your l e t t e r  t h i s  morning. I t  i s  m a r l y  a 

'see Le t te r  5, note 3. 



week since I c a m  home from camping, and you w i l l  say that I have nr?e)iacted my 

b u d :  not so. You know me so welt and how much D love you that when I t e l l  

you that I have been so busy and worried wi th  an& thing o r  another, that I 

could not wr i t e  you a good le t te r ,  you w i t  I bel ieve me and, I know, forgive 

. I d id  not get that l e t t e r  you wrote t o  me, when i was camping. I suppose 

get l e t t e rs  and t o  send i t  want astray. It was d i f f i c u l t  out there both t o  

them. I sent you two; I h ~ p e  you got them 

You th ink that perhaps I would rather you dldn 

Whet an idea, my Love, my beaut i fu l .  (8ut I forgot 

't w r i t s  t o  me ei ther .  Eh? 

; I must not c a l l  you that) .  

Yes I em so glad you wrote ta me, 6 1 am glad that  you like to get l e t te rs  

fraa aws. Ah, I want plenty from you, Dear. &re than t get Write whenever 

you can. 

We had an excellent t i m e  i n  the camp, and got strong G brown and glut -  

tcwrous- even qu i te  fat  .--and I grew a beard which I have not yet shaved - 
off and which has exci ted lmnense disgust a t  home. However i t  w i l l  come o f f  

today We tooked very w i l d and unkempt on the journey home. I had on 1 y one 

collar wi th  me and that had got covered wi th  mud i n  the camp; so I came back 

without m a .  The t i cke t  agent a t  Buckfnghm wanted t o  sell ms a second class 

fwa: he d idn ' t  kmu what such a "tough" as I, could be wanting w i th  a lSt 

class one. 

Three or four days before we l e f t  the camp, we mde en expedf tlan to a 

Basuttfu? lake a few miles north o f  us. W t  paddtcd up tht  r i ver ,  carrying - 

provisions w i th  us, aXB the mouth of a creek. Then we bore the canoe on our 

ohcluldsrs across the country over a rough road t o  the take- Eocal i e r  Lake, 
1 

'About 115 km due cast of the town bn iwak i  which 1s about 125 km north 
up the Gpetineau from H G l l .  



I 
Wa f i s b d  f o r  s few b u r s  and caught 25 w n d s  welght of f !oh -- me caught 

m e  pike that mlghed 13 pounds. When we got hsmc we were very t i r e d  and 

dusty. 

I wish you could have been wi th  US fo r  m e  thtng on the way home- run- 

nfng the long rapids on the Lievre. We went d a m  the rapids which are a mi le  
row 

long -- I n  one of  those long p ~ i n t e d ~ b a t s ,  ca l led pointers o r  buns.l It was 

exc i t ing  -- far ahead o f  tobogganing -- only there wasn't enough o f  i t - We 

rusk4  down sa fast  and furiously, that i t  was a l l  over a deal too soon. I 

thosrght that I w u l d  l i k e  t o  have hauled the pointer up and gone down again. 

Wh611 I get y w  back again i n to  my arms, dear, i n  soans, dusky corner as o f  

old, I w i l l  t e l l  you a l l  a b u t  the camping down t o  tha! s ~ ~ a l l e s t  de ta i l .  In 

O R s  msmtim wi th  more love that I can t e l l ,  and so many so f t  soft  kisses 

1 remain 

Y o u r  Archie 

F.S. Har dfd p like the Mnnet I senr you?3 or d id  you pet it? 

i hn . I t  the nos o f  the ~ u r r e n t . ~  Do yar want t o  read them rwu o r  *hsn you 

'#'A sturdy f lat-butt-d boat about 20 ft. long, polntd fore and a f t  and 
b v i n g  e &aIlw dra f t ,  spsciially designed f o r  use in r i v e r  drives... bun or 
biM.rna" (Ibalter S. Avis, ad. A Concise D ic t fmary  of Canadlanipla$ [Toronto: 
6 4 ~ .  W 3 f ,  p. 187). 

3&3st l i k e l y  "I saw a distant bs l l r -  loudly fair," i n  the " 6 r W h  of 
lwd' series. The HS i s  dated August, 1885 f t ~ h l t s c ,  p. 44). See Letter 2, 
Buts 2. 

 rank Luthcr tlott sannnt r  a, the Chicago w k l y  which app 
a d  dissppmwd i n  1888: 

"Excepting only the c r i t i c a l  Dial, the Current was the most important 
wnture  of l i t e r a r y  Chicago i n  the early eighties. Founded by the b r i l l i a n t  
journal i s t  Edgar L. Wakeman in  1883, the Current presented t t s  readers week1 y 
WRRWI~ on pub1 i c  af fa i rs ,  ser ia l  fiction-joaq H i l l e r ,  Lucy H. Hooper, 
md E. P. Roe, nature essays by John Burroughs and Ernest Ingersoll, -try by 
Weyns, Swl tsrd,  and Riley, short f i c t i o n  by Opie Reed, Odgar Fswcett, and Dan 
D. Quil le,  n d  so on" ( tb t t ,  A History o f  American kgsxines, 2nd ad., (cam- 
bridge, Mass.: Belknap Press, 19391, I l l ,  p. 54). 
Ialnp~ten 's poem "A January Sunset" was pub1 ishe$ I n  the 17 January 1885 issue 
a f  t h r  Current and i n  the March issue o f  Rouge a t  b l r .  
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return? say which? I suppose there are candies in Thornhill. &y same: and 

set them for my sake. 

11. Thornhill / Ont. 

CKTAWA CANADA FREE 2 SP I4 85 

post Office ~ e p f  

Sept . 1 3th 1885 

Ny Oartlng 

t saw your Father and Kate on Saturday. they t o l d  me you had received 

my latttar, f o r  which I was thankful -- as I d id  not wish you to thZnk I had 

forget t ing you. -- and not hearing from you. I w m  beginnfng to dream 

that 1 C  mfght have gone astray. I have never got the one yau wrote me a t  

camp - thwgh t have communicated with the Postmstcr at High Rock about it. 

I am very well,  and am i n  the midst a f  oru af my w r i t i n g  mood. I have 

w d  4Ml l i n e s  of a story in blank verse. I v l l l  r ~ a d  

Jltt y w  back; t think It w i l t  please you. -- Also - a th ing 

4 0  do with l f te ro twre  - I have been severely vacclnrtad. 
2 

le f t  arm IS sore t h i s  morning. 

i t  t o  you, when 1 

Hr. w.61eigh3 has been w i t h  us again - and stayed with 

which has nothing 

It has "taken", and 

me. Went away 

thEs mrning. He i s  as round-eyed, smlltng end l i be ra l  as ever. Hr. Wadleigh 

3' '%hi te b r g a r e t  ," the mnuscr i p t  o f  whish i s  dated 5- 19 September 1085 - 

A *, (LPW sc , pp. 96-1 t 7) , a nar r a t  t ve romance in  753 I i nes of bl onk verse. 
.L 

b k '  4 Wtt paraphrases Dr. Austin F l i n t  of the &th Anrcrlcan Review (June, 
l8Bt) : 

Wm1ersr, yet low fever, and smal lpox eptdemi co mre subJocts of tho 
gravest pub! f e concern i n  the $event ies. Some s i x  hundred persons died o f  
cholera i n  New Orle~rns I n  the spring of 1873. . . . Smllpox was epidemic i n  
m y  titles; and viarDous 'concetted ignoramuses;~ were c a l l i n g  I n  qws t lon  ' the 
beneffcance of vaccination' far that dtsease (Vol. i t ,  p. 137). 
Lampman was "severely vaccinated'' f o r  smallpox. 

Q 

' ~n ldsn t  t f l e d .  



i s  an astronanoer -- We smoked plpcs and surveyed the s tarry  heavens I see 

that the corn i n  your father 's garden i s  f u l  lgrown and productive. 1 envy 

4 
i t  -- However I can beet him i n  squashes -- I have f ine  ones f hear that you 

but 
a r t  enjoying yourself and having a gaod time - do not l e t  too much time go by, 

A 

My bud ,  without remembering your lover I am looking always for a l e t t e r .  

Think o f  how much I love you. 

Your Archie. 

12. Thornhi I 1  / Ont 

OTTAWA CANADA FREE 2 SP 21 85 
POS t ~ f f i  ce ~ e p t  

Ottawa 

Sept. 21 ' 1885 

Eq, Oar! ing 

Tho you do mt deserve a l e t t e r  from me, 

t h i s  i s  the day i generally wr i te .  

I am very busy w i th  the pen jus t  now. 1 
am 

story in  verse, andAat work pol ishing i t  up. 

1 w i t  I wr i te  you short one, for 

have completed a long poem, a 

You remember ~rnu1ph. l  i t  i s  

very d i f fe ren t  and there are no rhymes. 1 s t i c k  to i t  every evening and 

4 tompants compet i t i ve remarks on gardening here reca l l  Connor's comments 
n children's gardening a t  Rice Lake (1868-1874): "A t  one end o f  

the rectory's yard was a vegetable garden and a t  the other, Hrs. tampmants, 
1 1  1 f towbtrs, tn between lay the ch! Idrents gardens, an* for each, which they 
cut tlvatrkd not wf thout r l v a l  ry." The btographer goes an to suggest that  
Lampman's love ~f gardening was another lnstsnce o f  hfs physical and spl r i t u a l  
a f f i n i t y  with nature. He speculates that Catherine Paw T r a i t l ,  a f r lend and 
nef ghhur of the tampmans a t  Rice take, was perhaps describing the boy tampmgn 
when she t e l l s  o f  an enthusiastic young nature1 1st i n  a short piece cal led 
"The Cranberry Marsh'\ i n  Pearls and Pebbles; or, Notes o f  tan 018 Natural i s t  
(forontcr: ISr l ggs , 1894) from wh ich Connor quotes (pp, 24-7). 

' ~ r f  t t e n  i n  1884-5, the unpub 
couptats about the love o f  a vassa 

l ished piece i s  a long nerratlvr. poem i n  
t for h i s  Lady. 



$ of you, and the f u t u r e - -  D o y o u e v e r d o  t h a t f y o u b a d g i r l !  T e l l  me The 

weather i s  very cold and bleak l i k e  November and one has t o  keep up a f i r e ,  

and s i t  by i t  too. I take long walks I keep warm and i n  good health, and 

indeed I am very we l l .  I went w i t h  Scott the other day up the shore o f  the 

2 
r i v e r  a long way, came back by the Canada Pac i f i c  Railway t rack,  got an 

i m n s e  bouquet of  w i l d  asters, i vy  and golden rod (as I gathered i t  I thought 

o f  you, my f lower-loving b u d )  and took tea a t  Scot t 's .  It was a love ly  day 
spend 

without a cloud. Scott and I have some more hol idays l e f t  t o  take yet .  I 

th ink  we w i l l  take the canoe and paddle up the Rideau, staying over n ights  

f r o m v i l l a g e  t o  v i l l age ,  and come back by the ' ' l da l f3  Would i t  not be f i ne?  

And now, bud, I be l ieve I have nothing more t o  t e l l  you except tha t  I love 

you, which you know a l  ready 

Your Archie. 

I have given up looking for  l e t t e r s )  

13. C/O O r .  P lay ter  / 363 Daly S t r .  / Ottawa 

W R E  W . , . Q U E  86 
Not r e  Dame des Eaux 

28 Ju ly  '06 

Dearer t . 
I have on ly  a moment - o f f  my journey - t o  w r i t e  a 1 ine, I am wel l  b safe 

'It lr about 9 i x  km south of Nicholas S t ,  along the Rideau t o  the po ln t  
q t  whlch the Canadtan P a c i f i c  l i n e  crosses the r i v e r  j u s t  by the Vlncent Mas- 
sey Pqrk, Their walk, then, covered some f i f t e e n  km, 

3 ~ r c s w n b l y  a r i v e r  steamboat. 



- We are 55 miles nor th  of  Buckingham mm c sha l l  not get i n t o  camp t i  11 to- 

morrow. We have had a rough journey but have had on the whole a good time. 
I am 

Hy a l l  tha t  i s  good be w i t h  you, my Haud. No matter what yea are doing, you 

are never long out o f  my thoughts 

Yours 

A. Lampman 

14. c/o D r .  P lay ter  / 363 Daly Street  / Ottawa. 

Le Grand Lac a Poissons Blancs 1 

)ty h u d .  
Two 
@me o f  our men are re turn ing t o  the c i t y  today. I manage t o  send you 

there few words by them. I am safe and we l l  and am o f t en  th ink ing  o f  you. 

The weather has been very uneven & l a t e l y  very bad. We have had a f i n e  adven- 

turous time-- some t a l l  canoeing and f ishing.-  This i s  about the w i ldes t  and 

l ove l i es t  place i n  the world.- an immense and beaut i fu l  lake, f u l l  o f  is lands 

- water pure & green, 6 f u l l  o f  f i sh .  - only two o r  three s e t t l e r s  - p lenty  

o f  deer and bears When I get back I w i l l  t e l l  you a l l  about i t .  I n  the 

meantime one o f  my eyer has got sore to-day2 & I can hardly w r i t e  -- It w l l  l 

be we l l  to-morrow. I th ink  o f t en  o f  what de l igh t  i t  w i l l  be t o  get  back t o  

you - my sweetheart - It w i  1 1  be worth whi le  going away f o r  the very pleasure 

' ~ e  Grand Lac i s  about 98 km up the ~ i r v r e  from the Ottawa River. 

'~a-n makes other references t o  eye t roub le  over the years (Let ters 
47, 48, 49, 50, 53, and 87). 



Your own 

Arch i e 
4 

I S .  c/o D r .  Playter / Ottawa / Ont 

2 OTTAWA DE 28 86 

144 Nicholas S t r .  

28 Dec. '86 

Dea res t n4ud 

I am sorry t o  say that  I am l a i d  up - temporarily. Hy l eg  hu r t  me so 

~wrchyesterday that  i t  was impossible f o r  

nrornlng i t  f e l t  worse - so I crawled down 

h a t  I should do w i t h  i t .  He informed me 

me t o  go out l a s t  n ight . '  This 

t o  young D r .   rant,' and asked him 

that  I must go t o  bed for  several 

days. He l o  coming up t h i s  morning t o  bandage i t .  I suppose there i s  no 

he lp  f o r  i t .  The sore i t s e l f  i s  of no great consequence; but i t  i s  i n  a place 

3 ~ h e  image o f  "folding" the Lady i n  arms i s  a favo r i t e  o f  Lalpmanls a t  
t h i s  time, as I n  Le t te r  2 ("stretching my arms i n  fancy over a l l  tha t  distance 
and drawlng them around you"), Le t te r  6 ("I am taking you i n  my arms i n  imag- 
inat im") ,  and i n  a passage o f  the unpublished "Arnulph" ( l ines 670-4): 

I must die, o r  w i t h  my whole sou1 drink; 
Unless between my hungering arms I f o l d  
Her whole dear lovel iness t o  have and hold 
Forever, I can no more res t  o r  bear 
Th s broken l i f e  o r  breathe the sunless a i r  

( L ~ S C .  pp. 61-Qo). 

'~a-n received a l e t t e r  dated 30 August 1886 from h i s  fa ther  who was 
on a f i sh ing  t r i p  near Renfrew, Ontario (see Appendix 8, Let te r  l a ) .  

'~urpman's reference t o  h i s  leg  i s  an introduction t o  a month o f  l e t t e r s  
(numbers 15-33) which he wrote wh i l e  convalescing. 

21i~oung11 D r .  Jams Grant, physician t o  the Carleton Hoopi t a l  a t  the time, 
was the son o f  S i r  James Alexander Grant, H.D. The In te rna t iona l l y  known 
senior, a graduate o f  k G i 1 1  and a resident o f  Ottawa, was a raslnber o f  several 
of the most prest ig ious medical soc le t les  i n  the world, as we l l  as the Presl- 
dent o f  both the Ottawa A r t  Association and the L i t e ra ry  and Sc len t t f t c  
Society o f  Ottawa. Unltke h i s  father, who was knighted i n  1887, Lampman's 
doctor a t ta ined no exceptional status i n  h i s  f i e l d .  

I.. 

C 
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where It cannot heal wi thout being kept per fec t l y  s t i  11. I am a f r a i d  there- 
n lght  

fore tha t  I sha l l  not see you f o r  a feu days. I hope my not coming las tAdid  

1 
not put you out; but I knew that  under the circumstances you would not have 

desired me t o  come. 

Deuce take the leg anyway! I t s  too f i ne  a day t o  stay indoors-- we might 

have had a walk o r  a skate o r  something. 

I have j u s t  been scanning the p re t t y  l i t t l e  book you gave me,3 and th ink  
a 

i tAmore charrni ng present than ever 

Yours a f fec t iona te ly  

Archie 

P.S. 1 am going t o  change tha t  stanza which you c r i t i c i z e d  i n  my poem 
4 
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lo th  Dcc. '85 

Dearest llaud 

1 
S t i l l  l a i d  up and l i k e l y  t o  be f o r  some days. D r .  Jimmy came and ban- 

daged my l eg  again yesterday, and w i l l  come to-day. It does not heal wel l  a t  

a l l ,  and I have t o  s i t  w i th  my leg up on a cha i r  a11 day - ra ther  monotonous 

especial ly  as I feel  qu i t e  wel l  I n  a l l  other respects. Ha says my blood i s  bad 

(which I do not be1 ieve) and has given me medicine t o  take (of  which I do not 

3 ~ h ~ r  Item ( t i t l e  unknown), a pressed pansy (Let ters 24 and 28), and a 
handkerchief (Let ter  79) are the g 1 f t s  from Maud ment loned I n  the correspondence. 

4 As Is clear i n  the subsequent l e t t e r ,  the poem i s  "Guido and Leonora,'.' 
l a t e r  named "The Honk" and pub1 ished I n  Among the Hi  I le t ,  pp, 87-102 (see 
Let ters  16 and 17). 

' ~ r .  James Grant 



approve. 
YOU 

Dear l i t t l e  one, I em sorry I have to stay so long away from ; but I 
A 

th ink of you a greet l o t ,  as f s i t  here i n  t h i s  dismal condit ion 

I t  i s  very cold they say outside; but no doubt i t  w i l l  not prevent you 

from romping a r ~ u n d  on your snowshoes, or  shooting i n to  the bottomless abyss 

on tobaggons. Take plenty of exerclse without get t ing too t I red,  Go t o  the 

s l i de  pret ty  often, but not so o f ten  as t o  forget me. One of the things which 

i s  wrmg wi th  me i fancy I s  that during the l a s t  two or  three months I have 

not walked as much as I used to, and so 1 suppose my blood has got sluggish. 

I am correct ing my p e n t  "Guido S Leonora", and f i x i n g  i t  up - I have 

a l tered that passage which you complained o f  and have made i t  t o  run thus.: 
2 

'with the except ion o f  nome comma changes, the delet ion of under1 ines, 
and the USQ o f  "took" rather than "caughttt i n  the f i r s t  tine, the a l tered pas- 
sag& hare 2s the f i na l  version presented I n  "The Hunk,'' Stanza X X V l  l (Among 
the M i l  ta t ) ,  as f o l  laws: 

And then she ran t o  me and caught my hand, 
T ight ly  imprisoned i n  her meagre twain, 

And l i k e  the ghost of sorrow she d i d  stand, 
And eyed me s o f t l y  wi th  a l i q u i d  pain: 

T k  m l y  knawn WS of the poem i s  the version which Lanrpman i s  w r i t i ng  here 
(LPHisc, bcamber 1886, pp. 131- 43). The poem was f i r s t  w r i t t en  i n  1883 o r  
possibly h f o r t  as I s  indicated i n  lampman's l e t t e r  o f  24 February 1883 t o  
J&n Rltthfe ,  h i s  o ld  school f r iend (see Let ter  21, m t e  2): 

" E am s t i l l  t o i l i n g  away a t  the 'Two Ptonks.' i t  i s  grawing very long, 
m d  t have become disgusted w i th  the butter-mi lk metre i n  which I was w r i t i n g  

' i t ,  and have bratten out wf I d  i n to  blank verse w f  t h  stretches of  the J ing le i n  
between. f propose t o  indulge i n  a few other variat ions o f  m t r e  before I am 
h a  wl th it. I am unfortunately get t ing d u l l  over the Bonks. My present f i t 
of m n t r l  a c t i v i t y  i s  gradually dying out. I had one i n  June and July, you - 
r er,  which died out i n  October and November. Maw I have had another 
whtch I feel  i s  on the point  o f  a second collapse. You m y  gat l i t t l e  more 
froin me u n t i l ,  say, Hay and June, when, I opine, ~ f y  volcano will be ready fo r  
a thlrd explosion. However there are, I should think, somewhere between two 
and three hundred l ines of the Monks written-very roughly indeed, but yet i n  
s s ta te  o f  advanced composition." 
(The pub1 ished version has 47 stanzas of 8 1 lnes; there are 376 1 ines i n  a1 1 .) 
The l e t t e r  i s  quoted by Connor (p .  69) who himself observes: 

"l'hhts poem, the story of a g i r l  who, I n  the disguise of a monk, seeks her 
lover, Is in terest ing as an attempt a t  long narrat ive verse-a f i e l d  which was 
popular a t  the time. In  s t y l e  and drametlc s i tua t ion  i t  has a cer ta in  power, 
but i t  i s  not Lampman a t  h is  best.#' 



"A& than she ran t o  m, and took my hand 

T igh t ly  Imprisoned in  her meagre twain 

And l i k e  the ghost of sorrow she d id  stand 

And eyed me so f t l y  w i th  a l i q u i d  pain" 

I s  that more modest, Dear? 

I have looked through ny l i t t l e  curfaw book again, Sweetheart and have 

kissed i t  tenderly f o r  you. Write t o  me dear, fo r  i t  w i l l  probably be some 

days before I can cows t o  you 

Your Fa i th fu l  lover 

Archie. 
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Ottawa 

My D w l l n g  

I received your sweet and precious l e t t e r  yesterday end return your 

wishssr Pot e happy new Year. I sha l l  have an exceedingly quiet  one anyhaw. 

may YW have as pleasant a one as you Deserve, you dar l ing pet.! How sweet i t  

was of you to wish that you could nurse me,- indeed t do to. I should be the 

c;ha+rfullest fellow that ever was I f  I had my beaut i fu l  sweethejrrt to t a l k  to 

and attend t o  me. 

S ant beginning t o  get along a1 t r i gh t  now, Hy leg i s  beginning t o  heal; 

but I suppose 1 sha 1 1 have t o  s i t here far some days yet, Duncan came t o  see 



1 I me l a s t  n igh t  and we had a large t a l k .  I bel ieve M r .  Brymner the pa in te r  

i s  coming i n  t h i s  afternoon. I read my poem "Guido and Leonora" t o  Duncan 

and he found serious f au l t  w i t h  i t  - worse than you d id  a great deal - I am 

a f r a i d  I sha l l  have t o  destroy that  poor composition - i t  i s  ge t t ing  attacked 

by everyone. 

You c r i t i c i z e d  only a l i t t l e  phrase' but Duncan was dawn on the whole thing. 

Oh L i t t l e  one, I long for  you; I long f o r  your sweet face, your k ind  

words and s o f t  kisses.- and I must get up t o  you as soon as I can. 

I s  your co ld  ge t t ing  a l l  r i gh t .  Write t o  me again; but spare your f ine  

paper - use something more comnon. 

Your a f fec t iona te  f r i end  

and lover 

Archl e 

' l f  not  the f i , r s t  and perhaps only meeting of  Lampan and Wi l l iam Bryaner 
(see Le t t e r  I S ) ,  t h i s  was one of  the f i r s t .  The landscape and f igu re  pa in ter  
had returned i n  1886 from e ight  years abroad t o  becom a r t  df rec tor  o f  ad- 
vanced classes o f  the A r t  Association o f  Montreal. Having studied pa in t ing  i n  
France, and having exh ib i ted a t  the Par is Salon and a t  London's Royal Academy, 
he went on t o  exh ib i t  widely i n  North America. I n  1892 Brymner was commis- 
sioned by the CPR t o  do a series o f  Rocky Hountain Scenes; he was President 
o f  the Royal Canadian Academy from 1907 t o  1917, and was created a C.M.G. 
i n  1916. 

Uccasionally Lampman reviewed the annual Academy Exhibi t ions i n  Ottawa. 
"Given h i s  cholce," Connor says, "he would have chosen the p ic tures o f  Watson, 
Brawnell, Brymer,  O'Brien, Woodcock, Fowler, b n l y  and Mrs. Reld" (p. 155). 
A u p i c t o r l a l  a r t i s t "  o f  the Canadian landscape himself, lampman was espec ia l ly  
sens l t f ve  t o  the opportuni t ies It o f fe red  the painter,  Connor suggests, and 
quotes him: " i n  the coming o f  w in ter  n ight  w i t h  i t s  gorgeous changes o f  
colour, subt le  and indescribable, what an i n f i n i t e  var ie ty  o f  choice there i s  
f o r  the hand of the painter,  yet  how simple i n  many cases, yet  always how per- 
fect  the beauty w i th  which he would have t o  deal'' (pp. 154-5). 

'see Le t t e r  16, note 2. 
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Dearest Sweetheart. 

I t  i s  too bad that  I cannot help keep your bi r thday w i t h  you;' but the 

next best th ing  i s  t o  send you t h i s  l e t t e r ,  w i t h  a lover 's hope that  the day 
have 

may be happy t o  you -, and that  you may happy many s t i l l  happier ones. I send 

you your season r i n k  t i c k e t .  I had one o f  the g i r l s  get i t  f o r  me - also I 

m c l o r c  25 cents worth o f  candies i n  the form o f  25 cents.2 I an th ink ing o f  

you most o f  the time sweetheart. Perhaps - nay ce r ta i n l y  - your next b i r t h -  

day w711 be spent w i t h  me; i t  w i l l  be the bir thday of my love ly  wife, and 

heaven grant that  I may have the means t o  make I t  happy. Why dont you w r i t e  

t o  APC again? I get very t i r e d  of s i t t i n g  here a l l  day long, a few words from 

you would make the time go l i gh te r .  Do wr i te ,  L i t t l e  One! The Doctor says i t  

w i l l  be a good whi le  before I can get out again. Hy l eg  I s  doing very poorly, 

he says. I had t o  pou l t i ce  i t  on Saturday and sha l l  have t o  do so again, I 

find, to-day. A couple o f  other ulcers have broken out beside the one I had 

before, so that  I have three now instead of one; i t  i s  an abominable and 

aaMlotonous nuisance! I s n ' t  i t ?  Hy f r iends are very k ind  t o  me howeverwhich 

'connor states (p. 89) that  Haud i s  eighteen on the date o f  her marriage, 
3 September 1887. Hargaret Whitridge says that  flaud was married "the moment 
she was eighteen"  ampma man's Kate, Late Love Poems of  Archi ba ld  Lampman 
[Ottawa: Boreal is, 19751, p. 13). But Lampman says she i s  twenty on t h i s  
birthday (below). Maud's dates are given as 1869 t o  1910 i n  Ernest Voorhis's 
a r t i c l e  "The Ancestry of Archi bald Lampman, Poet" I n  The Royal Society of 

- Canada Proceedings and Transact ions (3rd ser 15, 1921). - 
4 See Le t te r  8, note 5.  



28 
me 3 

helps things along; Duncan comes frequently t o  seeA.- Hr Hoss war i n  twice; 

4 
M r  Brymner and Lawrence Taylor ca l led  on tne on Saturday afternoon Altogether 

I manage t o  get r i d  of  time some way wi thout fee l ing  i t  much; and yet  I am 

sometimes we l l  nigh s ick  w i th  longing t o  be w i t h  you again, Dear b u d ,  my 

sweetheart; but i t  w i l l  not be long I hope before I sha l l  get on my legs 

again. 

Your lover, 

Archie - 
your 

P.S. A thousand kisses f ~ r ~ b i r t h d a y !  Imagine that  I give them t o  you, dear. 

Hay nothing t rouble you whi le  i t  passes. You arc j u s t  twenty eh? and may 

count yourself a f u l l  grown woman; a t  the love l ies t  age Take care you don't 

get your ears frozen. They say tha t  everybody i s  doing that .  Think o f  me 

h u d ,  o f ten  

Arch i e  
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b a r e s t  h u d ,  

I received your sweet l e t t e r  o f  yesterday and a lso tha t  of Sunday Horn- 

ing. I am very glad that  the t i c k e t  gave you pleasure. I t alway gives me the 

3 ~ h e  pa in ter  Charles Eugene Cass (1860-1901), born i n  Ohio, studied i n  
S t .  Louis and i n  Paris and was appointed headmaster o f  the Ottawa A r t  School. 
He moved t o  Hew Jersey i n  1887, but returned t o  Ottawa i n  1896. He was e lec t -  
ed an A.R.C.A. i n  1897 and an R.C.A. i n  1898 (w. Stewart Wallace, ed., % 
k u n i  1 Ian D i  c t  ionary o f  Canadian Biography  o or onto: MacMll lan, 1963) , here- 
a f t e r  c i t e d  as - HDCB ), Lampman mentions him again i n  Let ters  21, 26, 47, 49, 
SO, and 79. 

4 ~ i d e n t  i f ied. 



sueatest possible de l igh t  when I am able t o  please you by something I may 

give you o r  do for  you; for  you are my other se l f ,  you know, my love. I am 

a f ra id  t h i s  l e t t e r  must be b r i e f ,  for  fa ther1 i s  j u s t  going darn town; and i f  

I do not send i t  by him, I do not know when I can send i t .  It i s  I who am i n  

a hurry t h i s  time )4y leg i s  improving again; but  the Doctor say I sha l l  not 

be able t o  walk u n t i l  the end o f  next week a t  the ea r l i es t .  This i s  a long 

time f o r  us t o  be separated, my dearest, you and me, who begin t o  feel queer 

i f  we & not see each other every ad day o r  two. L i t t l e  one, i t  cannot be 

helped, and we sha l l  f i n d  i t  a l l  the sweeter when I get out again. 

Indeed I wish you could come and "nurse me and pet me1' as you say, (you 

dart ing!),  even that  you could come and see me, but I suppose i t  i s  impossible 

Wri te t o  me again soon, my Sweet 

Your longing 

Archie 

20. c/o Dr .  Playter / Ottawa / Ont 
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7 Jan. '87 

bty Beaut i fu l ,  

The condi t ion o f  my leg i s  gradually bu ~t slowly improving: but i t  i s  

'SO fa r ,  Lampman's biographers have not described what Archibald S r .  d i d  
for  a l i v i n g  i n  Ottawa o r ,  j u s t  previously, i n  Toronto. Connor t e l l s  us tha t  
he was a rector  i n  Horpeth when Archibald, J r .  was born (p. 13), a rector  i n  
Pe r r y twn  i n  1866 and i n  Core's Landing on Rice Lake from 1867 (pp. 18-91 
unt i 1 he became a curate and (together w i  t h  Mrs.  ampm man) a school teacher i n  
Cobourg i n  1874 (p. 30). The Lampmans moved from Toronto t o  j o i n  Archi ba 1 d, 
J r .  i n  1883 (p. 73). Whitridge t e l l s  us that  when Lampman married, he had t o  
help support h i s  family on h i s  salary o f  $700 a year (~amgman's Kate, p. 13). 



j g e t t i ng  extrelmly tiresome - t h i s  s l t t l n g  a l l  day long wi thout permisston t o  

move round, even enough t o  make ones limbs feel natural .  

I have nothing new t o  say, Dear, except that  I want you t o  w r i t e  t o  me 

of ten as you can. I am always expecting a l e t t e r  from you. How i s  the new 

dress ge t t i ng  on, and sha l l  I be struck dumb w i t h  wonder and admiration when 

I see my love ly  Lady i n  i t  

I am jealous o f  the young men who sha l l  have the sweet p r i v i l e g e  o f  look- 

ing a t  you and dancing w i t h  you when I am shut up and kept away from you. 

They w i l l  have the de l igh t  o f  your presense; I sha l l  only dream o f  i t .  I dare 
coo I 

say you w i l l  say I am ta l k i ng  nonsense, you, my c e d e r  head dar l ing,  who never 

t a l k  any nonsense; but indeed I fee l  j u s t  exact ly what I say as I s i t  here, - 
away from you. I feel as i f  the s igh t  o f  your face would give me sunshine f o r  

a week I am sorry i f  you f i n d  any d i f f i c u l t y  about ge t t ing  t o  the Wilson's; 

t r y  and get there someway; i t  w i  1 l br ighten you up; (but do not f 1 i r t  w i t h  the - 

young man! ) I have been readi ng one o f  Black's novels "A Daughter o f  Heth" 
1 

and do not care f o r  i t  much. Write, my pet! 

Your a f fec t ionate 

Arch i e 

' A  Daughter o f  Heth by the Engl i r h  w r i t e r  U i  1 l iam Black i s  the love s tory  
o f  a pure and simple French g i r l  named Coquette who resides I n  the household 
of a Scot t ish minfster .  Pub1 ished i n  1871, the novel was an instant  success. 
While lampen spurns t h i s  book, he I s  l a t e r  enrhusiast ic about Black's most 
acclaimed work (see Let ters  22, 25, and 31).  

i 



144 Nicholas S t r  

Monday 

ny Dearest 

Have you forgot ten me? I expected a l e t t e r  from you on Friday and have 

not received one yet .  I s  your mind so occupied w i t h  pleasures tha t  you no 
I 

longer t h i nk  o f  your beloved i n  h i s  t rouble? I thought be t t e r  o f  you, L i t t l e  

One. 

1 am slowly Improving but sha l l  not be able t o  walk yet  f o r  another week. 

It i s  ge t t i ng  p r e t t y  weary work I can do nothing but read a l l  day, t i l l  my 

herd aches. My f r iends are however very k i nd  t o  me Duncan comes t o  see me 

every day, br ings books and helps t o  make a break i n  the time by reading t o  

1 2 me. Ernest White drops i n  f requent ly - a lso John R i t ch le  and b s s .  I f  It 

were not f o r  them 1 am a f r a i d  1 should have a very monotonous time o f  i t .  It 

i s  very co ld  I be l ieve - though I have not been able t o  t es t  i t  myself. Since 

I must be l a i d  up i t  i s  j u s t  as wel l  tha t  i t  should happen i n  such weather. 

A young lady f r i end  o f  Be l le ' s  who has been s tay ing here for  the l a s t  

fo r tn igh t  o r  so has j u s t  gone home, and a blessed calm rests i n  the house. 

The anount of noise the ie  was before was not very w c h  t o  my taste. I have 

'Most l i k e l y  Ernest Whyte, an Ottawa s ta t ioner  and booksel l o r .  A number 
of Lampman's notebook "scr ibblers"  held by the Publ ic  Archives of  Canada have 
Uhyte's business name on t h e i r  covers. 

L 'A close f r i end  from T r i n i t y  College w i t h  whom Lampnun corresponded f o r  
some years a f t e r  leaving school. Connor quotes extensively from Lampmn's 
l e t t e r s  t o  R i t ch le  (pp. 65-78) the o r i g i na l s  of  which are  undiscovered. 
R i t ch iewas  a lawyer, ap laywr i gh t ,  a n d a p o e t  (Henry J. b r g a n ,  CanadlanHen 
and Yolaen o f  the Tim, - 1912 [Toronto: Briggs, 19121, hereafter C M ,  1912). 
He Is fu r the r  mentioned i n  Let ters  26 and 91. 



come to the conclusion that  three g i r l s  can make more noise than ten men. 

m a t  do you th ink,  L i t t l e  one. 

Now t r y ,  Dear, and th ink o f  me once every two days anyway for  long enough 
qu i t e  

t o  w r i t e  a l i t t l e  l e t t e r ,  so that  I may not th ink  n y ~ e l f ~ d e s e r t e d  by the 

person whose a t ten t ion  i s  o f  more importance t o  me than any one else's 

Your 

22. c/o D r .  Playter / Ottawa 
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I hawe received your l e t t e r  which was a n ice long one and very acceptable. 

You recount the many gayeties (I c a l l  them "miseries"!) which you have en- 

dured -- I should say enjoyed -- l a te l y .  What amuses me, oh strange L i t t l e  

one, i s  tha t  you comniserate me f o r  having missed a l l  these things. I assure 

you, k r ,  I am h e a r t i l y  thankful i had nothing t o  do wi th  them. I would much 

rather be l a i d  up w i t h  a sore leg any day. 
1 

I Lonpman's statement r e f l e c t s  h i s  a t t i t u d e  towards par ty ing and soc ia l  
A , 

gafs t les  i n  general. Connor comaernts that  he 
"did not care f o r  par t ies  and avoided themwhenever possible. ' A  room 

f u l l  of  whist  players,' he said, ' i s  a spectacle t o  make a philosopher weep, 4' 

m d  a progressive euchre par ty  w i l l  t u rn  the head of a sens i t i ve  man grey i n  
a s ing le  n ight . '  Most o f  such amusement I t  seemed t o  him was d w  t o  s hyster- 
i c a l  desire t o  be on the move and the unreal laughter and meaningless conversa- 
t i o n  which acco~panied i t  had nothing t o  do w i t h  real  pleasure a t  a l l "  (p. 81). 
Continuing, the biographer quotes Lampman on h i s  not ion o f  real  pleasure: 

"')3ost o f  the enjoyments that  we real  l y  have we f i n d  i n  those unregarded 
and unsought hours which we profess t o  consider the most tedious -- hours o f  
qu ie t  and unsel f ish a c t i v i t y ,  when we are not th ink ing i n  the least  of pleasure -- hours touched w i th  the tenderness o f  f r iendship  o r  domestic love, w i t h  
s p i r i t s  k ind led t o  a c rys ta l  flame by the earnestness o f  qu ie t  and undemon- 
s t rab le  converse. These are the things tha t  feed and succour the soul and 
redeem the melancholy o f  1 i fe" '  (pp. 81-2). 



hly leg i s  beginning t o  heal rapfdiy m, and 4 shall probably bc able t o  
am 

get out next week. When I get on my legs again I intend t o  do a qood deal of 

walking. I am run down they say and shal l  have t o  be careful and take exer- 

c ise I sha l l  have some br isk walks on the country roads i n  the afternoons. 

That w i l l  s w n  p u l l  me up again. 

I am reading a book a t  present by Wil l iam Black, en t i t l ed  "A Princess o f  

~ h u l c " , ~  i n  which, perhaps it  w i  1 i in terest  you t o  know. i s  s character a good 

dm1 1 lke m&. t f you ever read the book you we? 1 remember him maybe "Mr. 

Ingrrmt.JJ That's me -- the same careless, inelegant, unsocial k ind of body 

exactly. The other principal character would have suited you bet ter  -- Mr .  

lavender -- He was very social -- dreadfully so. 3 
read 

But enough -- my next job i s  to  wriee - The Chronicles of ~ a r s e t " ~  - which 

&ss Reid, a biographer o f  Black, states, 
"in this year 1873 i t  3s no exaggeration to say that there Is i n  England 

no m r e  m ~ u l e r  w r i t e r  than Black. He was the l i t e r a r v  l i o n  o f  the seasen. 
As ewaryboby was reading A Princess o f  Thute, so everybody was ta lk ing  about 
Its csutbr." (Wt\Siam Black [New York: Harper, 151021, p. 113) 
Tha m a 1  i s  a G n u  r m n c e  which s h i f t s  i t s  heroine. Shei la ,  from her Wacrner- 
Ian setting in the-scott ish Hebrides t o  Engl l sh  ~ o c ' i h t ~ .   here are t r a g l i  conse- : 

quspcet for a l l ,  but the s? tuation i s  ul t fmately set ar ight.  After profound 
suffarring the mutn characters re jec t  the socfal  baubles of London and return 
to the true beauties o f  a s imple Scottish lift on the sea. The b d  fs a m r e  
subtle twr-Jerker  than i s  A Daughter of Heth. 

' ~ ~ n ' s  s b t c h ~ r  of ingram and Lavender are umrisrent with his remark 
Bbout part iss  and ttEs sententious description of t rue pleasure c l ted  above. 
Thry( arc\ interest ing as reflections af the poet's awn self-Image, 

R 11kw t~ tdantf f y  with Ingram, the seasoned thinker, inelegant as he - 

may be, Lavender i s  charming, impulsive, Byronlc end thus, t o  Lampnran's mind, 
u t t e r l y  frivolous and probably threatening. 

'Anthony Trol lope's Barsetshi re  sew les , s i x  novels wr i t ten  between 1855 
a d  1867, ate about the inhabl tants a4 the shire, characters who rerappear I n  
the various books, tampman may be re fer r ing  to the whole series or, as i s  
more I tke ly ,  to the s i x th  novel, The Cast Chronicle of Barset, pubtfshed I n  
1867. 



1 w i l l  do when I get wel l  -- I have enough t o  occupy ~y rnlnd a t  present. 

Well, Dear, I hope you were not too t i r e d  for  that  snow shoeing business 

las t  n igh t  - but take care and do not overdo these things o r  you may be l a i d  

up 1 ike  me. 

Your lov ing 

Arch i e  
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Thursday - Jan. '87 

My Darl ing  

This i s  Thursday. I  guess my leg w i l l  be reedy for  use now i n  a very 

few days; whether on Sunday o r  not I cannot t e l l .  I sha l l  no doubt have t o  be 

ca re fu l l  o f  i t  for  a l i t t l e  whi le  a f t e r  i t  i s  healed. I t  i s  ge t t ing  on rapid- 

l y  now - and i t  i s  h igh time. 

I send you another h a l f  pound of  candies reduced t o  the smallest shape 

they can be made t o  assume. I t  i s  so long since I have seen you tha t  I  have a 

cu r i os i t y  t o  see what you look l i k e  - Whether you have got th inner o r  f a t t e r ,  

t a l l e r  o r  shorter  - t c .  

that i s  tha t  poor sore ear; I hope very much that  i t  i s  bet ter .  I t  i s  a 

disagreeable place t o  have anything o f  that  kind. 
1 

 ampma man alludes t o  another case of Mud 's  ear t roub le  i n  Let ters  41 
and 42. 



You sa id  i n  your l e t t e r  that  you were reading one of  Mrs. h l o c h 1 s  
read 

books .* They are good books t o  read,; though there cannot be said t o  be very 

much i n  some o f  them. The one I read "A Woman's Kingdodl was qu i te  a power- 

f u l l  l i t t l e  novel i n  i t s  way -- I may add a rather dismal one. 

D r .  Jimny i s  becoming very f r i end l y  w i t h  me. He comes every day t o  

bandage my leg and then s i t s  dawn and smokes a c igare t te  wh i le  we t a l k  o f  

various things -- I f i nd  that  he i s  very we l l  informed and very i n t e l l i g e n t ,  

and Inore than that  a very good fe l low indeed 

Well, Sweetheart, I th ink  i t  w i l l  not be long before I can see you now. 
come 

I sha l l  crwning up one of  these days, bearing ce r ta i n  things tha t  I have f o r  

you, v i z .  a great  heap o f  kisses and one o r  two l i t t l e  lectures.  

Bite t o  me again, Dear, i f  you can. I am always looking fo r  l e t t e r s  

f ronr you. 

Your a f fec t iona te  

Archie 

M S .  Muloch was ac tua l l y  Miss Dinah Maria Hulock who, a f t e r  having 
w r i t t e n  many o f  her novels, married and became Mrs. Craik. Throughout her 
career, howaver, she published under the name "The Author o f  John Hal i fax,  
Gentleman." A Woman's Kingdom i s  a romance o f  the pseudo-tragic V ic tor ian 
type; I t  could not be considered progressive i n  any sense. Hiss h l o c k ' s  
books were i m p l i c i t l y  reactionary t o  the feminist waves o f  the times. I n  a 
l a t e r  essay she states that  women should c l i n g  t o  men: 

'?kt merely t o  love but t o  worship, t o  make hersel f  a mat fo r  the man's 
feet t o  walk over, t o  bel ieve everything he does and says I s  r i gh t ,  t o  be 
ready t o  l i v e  f o r  him o r  d ie  f o r  him, and merge her own i den t i t y  completely 
I n  h i s  -- th i s ,  I th ink,  i s  the i n s t i n c t  o f  most women, o r  a t  least  the noblest 
h a l f  o f  them. It i s  Nature; and Nature, we must allow, i s  occasional ly r i gh t ' '  
( "~oncern t ng k n  ,'I Concern i nq Hen and Other Papers  ondo don: Elawl 11 an, 
18881, P. 5) .  
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Haud, rty Sweetheart, 

Your l e t t e r  o f  yesterday made me absolutely h i la r ious .  I ' l l  t e l l  you 

what gave m e  a good laugh. You say that  "some - think wi thout w r i t i n g  and - some 

w r i t e  wi thout th ink ing much" -- Oh L i t t l e  One, you must never t e l l  me again 

that  you are not clever -- Why, Dearest, you are per fect  genius a t  repartee - 
and tha t  i s  the best answer I ever heard o r  read i n  my l i f e .  I t o l d  you 

that  i was coming up t o  see you one of these days w i t h  a great heap o f  kisses, 

and one or two l i t t l e  lectures -- I sha l l  come w i t h  the kisses, and leave the 

lectures behind. 

As t o  coming on Sunday I can only say that  I w i l  

a f r a i d  i t  i s  improbable. I cannot move t i l l  my leg i 

muy have the whole th ing  t o  do over again. 

I am glad you are having such an extremely l i v e 1  
not 

you nsry carry i t  too fa r ,  and i n j u r e  your heal th.  
A 

1 i f  I can; but 

s completely we 

y t ime I only pray tha t  

As rouchfng the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  your going t o  Toronto, of course 

know how t o  fee l .  I f  you can go, and i t  would be a pleasure t o  you, 

doubtless be glad that  you should ava i l  yoursel f  of the opportunity. 
i f 

I do not 

I should 

Yet I 

would miss you very much, Dear; and i t  would be pleasant t o  me that we could 



be, even more then heretofore, together next sunnrr as I am now next th ing  t o  

cer ta in  that  we can be married i n  August o r  September 
2 

Excuse my bed w r  i t i ng -- I have t o  w r  i t e  on my knee -- 1 cannot s i t a t  a 

tab le  

Ever your loving 

Archie 

Thanks f o r  the pansy, Dear 

25. c/o Dr .  Playter / Ottawa 
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15 Jan. '87 

My Beloved Lady, 

I am attempting t o  w r i t e  a l e t t e r  t o  you, though af what mater ia l  there 

i s  to contruct  i t  of ,  i s  more than I can say. I sha l l  not be able t o  see you 

to-mrran. My l eg  w i l l  not be qu i t e  healed. I do not know what day next 

week w i l l  f i n d  me so far  recovered as t o  undertake a walk t o  the o f f i c e  o r  t o  

your place. Be sure, Sweetheart that  I can only be kept away from your dear 

presence by absolute necessity. But i need not say t h i s .  You know i t .  In- 

deed t h i s  sore  leg of mine has proved a much more serious a f f a i r  than I could 

have suspected. i thought that  i t  might be a matter o f  a few days; but  i t  has 

covered a space of three weeks, and w i l l  probably l as t  r feu days longer. 

.d 

%hey w l l l  be married on 3 September 1887. The date of, the wedding 
waited, Uhl t r idge imp1 ies, on b u d ' s  turn ing eighteen (p. 13). This l i n e  
suggests, hcmever, that  Lampman Is determlntng the wedding date, tha t  he 
needed the t i n e  t o  glean a t  l e a s t  some savings from h i s  very modest salary. 



I hope you w i  11 not feel lonely to-morrow. My Sweet; t h i s  w i l l  be the 

las t  Sunday of  my absence anyway; and I sha l l  be up i n  a few days. 
1 

I have read an ingeniously f l a t  book ca l led  "Confidence" by Henry James 

-- "Dr.  Claudius" by h r i o n  F. Crawford -- "Princess o f  Thule" - a cap i ta l  

book by Wi l l iam Black besides a number o f  heavier works.2 I have a lso been 
o f  

th ink ing eat a good many things t o  w r i t e  myself - but have not ca r r ied  any o f  

them out. You cannot w r i t e  when you are s i t t i n g  a l l  day long without 

move i n  one pos i t ion  -- your leg l a i d  accross a cha i r  and bandaged. 

case a l l  you can do i s  t o  read, t a l k ,  and i f  you are a man occasional 

a s ing le  

I n  that  

l y  vary 

 is absence las ts  another three weeks, a t  least  (see Le t te r  33, 4 Feb- 
ruary 1887). 

*Leon Ed.1, whose c r i t i c i s m  o f  Jams i s  never 1 ight ,  dismisses Confidence 
(1879) as "talented hack work, a minor comedy of manners" ( "~en ry  James ," 
S l x  American Novel ists o f  the Nineteenth Century, ed. by Richard Foster 
~ ~ i n n e u p o t l s :  Universi ty o f  Minnesota, 19601, p. 207). Chance meetings, coin- 
cidancus, and misunderstandings s h i f t  the partners i n  t h i s  t a l e  o f  two i n te r -  
nat ional  couples. Host o f  the novel i s  conversation, o f ten ana ly t i ca l  dialogue. 
What Lampman moans by "an ingeniously f l a t  book" i s  not clear. However, given 
the so r t  o f  melodramatic excess, the emotive language and sensa t iona l i s t i c  
circuaastmces o f  the other novels he i s  reading a t  the time (crawford, Hulock, 
 lack), hs would no doubt have been struck by the r e l a t i v e  reserve o f  James' 
p l o t  and the cerebral tone o f  the characters'  re lat ionships.  b reove r ,  Lam- 
sun the craftsman was sens i t ive  t o  the c r a f t  o f  even the ear l y  Jams: he 
c a l l s  h i m  'bonder fu l ly  clever" ( ~ e t t e r  26). Years l a t e r  he c r i t i c i z e s  James 
i n  h i s  coluan "A t  the Mermaid Inn", as i s  noted by Connor: 

"To be sure, he said, one may object  t o  the somewhat imaginative hardness 
of de ta i l s  which James p i l e s  up i n  such p i t i l e s s  quant i ty  about h i s  characters, 
t o  the sudden t rans i t ions  i n  narra t ive,  t o  the too f i ne l y  drawn subt le ty  o f  
m y  of the character sketches that  'make us feel as if we were moving over a 
f loo r  covered w l  th del  i ca te  pot tery  i n  a dimly 1 ighted room. One may feel 
the nar ra t i ve  i r re levant  t o  the deeper meanings of l i f e ,  and l i t t l e  more than 
psychological t reat ises cast i n t o  dramatic form. And yet ,  when the book i s  
finished, the characters w i l l  remain because they are ch ise l led  upon the mind 
by a thousand strokes o f  a r t i s t r y  and s k i l l . " '  (p. 126) 
D r .  Claudius, by Francis Harion Crawford, i s  about Europeans on business i n  
America. Lampman was probably reading i t s  New York "new e d i t  ion" (~acmi  1 lan) 
o f  1887. The book was f i r s t  published i n  1883. 



the proceedings w i t h  a pipe 

3 My fr iends are wonderfully good t o  me. E i ther  Duncan o r  Ernest comes 

i n  every day I expect yet  t o  have another l e t t e r  from you, My Sweet. 

Your loving 

Archie 
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Dearest b u d  

Thanks for  

move w i t h  t h i s  

& w i t h .  I t  i s  

your l as t  l e t t e r  

leg. It i s  cer ta  

not we l l  yet .  I 

. I do not knaw when I sha l l  be able t o  

i n l y  the slowest th ing  1 ever had anything t o  
feet  

expected t o  be on my i e g ~  days ago - but -- 
-- w e l l  there i s  no use of  complaining I am permitted t o  crawl round the 

house now, and that  i s  something anyway. 

I have read some more books, amng others two more novels o f  Henry James 

-- "The Europeans1 vh ich i s  very good, and "Roder i sk  ~ u d s o n " , ~  a longer one 

' ~ r n a s t  Uhyte (see Le t te r  21, note I ) .  

'This short novel (1878) concerns the v i s i t  o f  a dislodged Cerman Baron- 
ess and her u n t i t l e d  brother, both o f  American o r ig in ,  a t  the home of t h e i r  
prosperous and Pur i tan re la t i ves  i n  America. The age and sophis t icat ion of 
European society i s  b r i l l i a n t l y  advert ised by the shrewd Baroness, who never- 
theless f a i l s  t o  get what she came f o r :  a fortune i n  the form o f  a r i c h  new 
husband. She returns t o  Europe i n  a pout, but the Bohemian young man takes t o  
the new s o i l ,  and t o  h i s  c lever cousin. While the two cul tures have clashed, 
there i s  the promise o f  a p a r t i a l  reconc i l i a t ion  fn the fu tu re  marriage of the 
European gentleman and the Amerlcan g i r l .  The potboiler was wr i t ten,  Leon 
Edel recounts, " i n  response t o  an appeal from Wil l lam Dean tiowells that  James 
give the A t l a n t i c  b n t h l  a s to ry  less sober and t r ag i c  than Roderick Hudson 
and m r e  d e  American 'I (p. 207). 

L James' f i r s t  important novel (1875) i s  the long s tory  o f  an Amerlcan 
a r t i s t  I n  Rome, an expat r ia te  slowly destroyed by h i s  passion f o r  a beau t i fu l  
European woman. 



which I have not yet f inished - Jilmes i s  vary clever.- wonderfully clever. 

You must read one o f  h l s I i t t ie  books - t recommend '*The Europeans". I am 
Yet 

escaping all the b i t t e r  weather I see; and,[ should l i k e  t o  have some of i t  

-- I am fond of a day l i k e  yesterday w i t h  pienty of  wind and snow sweeping 

around one from a1 t points of the compass a t  once. 

You would be surprised a t  some o f  the rendezvous I have up i n  my room 

s m t l m e s  - on Saturday afternoon, I had Ernest White, Duncan Scott, Mr .  

and John Ri tch ie a l l  here together - and a l l  ta lk ing  philosophy a t  the 

of t h e i r  voices -- It was amusing -- I thoroughly enjoyed It. 

W e t 1  L i t t l e  one, I have nothing more t o  say - My days are not so f u l l  of 

incident as yours. Wave a good t i m e ,  Sweetheart; but do not overdo it. 

Your loving 

Archie 
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8 y  b a r e s t  ~waethkart, 

I am put back again. I t r i e d  t o  walk about the ather day a l i t t l e ,  and 

my knee swel f~td  up about the s i ze  o f  a cabbage It kept m9 awake al l  the next 

night m d  n w  I am poul t ic ing i t  again. This last swell ing hawever-- the 

&tor t e l l s  rn -- i s  o f  no consequence. As soon as the i n f  lamation fs out o f  

it, i t  w i l l  be a l l  r i gh t .  The or ig lna i  ulcer i s  heated. I amexasperated. 

I sha l l  make no mre promises about coming up t o  see you, f o r  fear some new 

Dtv i  l may get i n to  me. A1 1 I can say now is  tha t  I shall come to you Dear, on 

the f i r s t  day that I dare walk as f a r .  When that w l l l  be I cannot attempt t o  

eattfe. tt i s  vast ly provoklng. 



I Rave read a ccapi t a l  novrs 1 by )tsnry domes, w@der l ck Hudsonii. I t i s  

one of  the must powerful books I have met wi th  f a r  a long time. 

I had a v i s i t  from M r .  John % r a m 1  last night. We had plenty of t a l k  end 

i read him ny jarst pcmw. John 5rwn believes in  me He believes I am going 

t o  be e dtstinguished ntan yet someday -- consequently I l i k e  him. I l i k e  a l l  

people who be1 ieve i n  me. I t  i s  a comfort t o  Find such. 
town 

Welt b a r ,  my father I s  going bown,gmd I s  get t ing very restless because 

I do not get t h i s  l e t t e r  f inished -- so here i t  ends w i th  very much love 

Your affectionate 

1 over 

Arch f o. 

'~ohn Henry llrown war a fellow worker and a fcl la. poet. He began 
norkfng rrt the Ottawa Post O f f  ice i n  1882, a year before Lampmn did, A 
emtatbutor t o  The Week and other periodicals, he also published Poem 
%rlcal urd Dranstlc i n  Ottawa, 1892. Reviewing that work in t h e t l o b e ' s  

t the Wkrnrarid innr7 column W. W. Campbell observed that Brown w w t h s u f f  ic- 
t m t l y  r e q n i r e d .  Later, i n  a biographical sketch of Brawn, Campbell states, 

Cunadien w t s  he i s  d i s t i n c t l y  the poet o f  humanity and i t s  problems 
rsatchrd from a philosophical standpaint, and in t h i s  sense he Is the 

mt t hwgh t fu l  of our worts" (Norgan, CWT 18 6 f ~o run ta :  Briggs, 38983). 
Cunwt (9.  84) c i tes  Brown as one o r"9T the ssc a l l y  concerned frfendp who 

nwrt fnfortaretty to dfscuss soclal  end p o l i t i c a l  problems. tn edditiczn t o  
and B w n  he includes W. D. LeSueur, Rev. Hr. Walklay, A. C. Campbell, 

un fa 'Vlraartlng sociat ist") ,  Wi l f red Campbell, and D. C. Scott. i t  
W be tb t  Bfekln end Catnpmztn locked horns In some such dfscusstona. As 
b s b t t t  suggests ("Lampman and O'Dowd," p.  16) Brown% p0tt.m t i L ~ k l n g  Forward" 
my bQ; s response to lampman's Amng the Hi 1 let. The poem ref ects the pa;t f c 
habit sf JoQklng backward for utopia, concluding: 

i looked on the world and accepted I t ;  
Accepted the cumon, the gross, the d u l l  ; 
tb more wished to be of the elect; 
No m r e  wished to  stand w i th  eyes turned backward o r  i n  the clouds; 
TO dream dremts, to  su r fe i t  w l t h  perfumed fancies (BP* 1OOv?)* 
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My Sweet Pet, 

Your l e t t e r  came t o  me t h i s  morning -- and I gather from i t  that  you have 

a touch o f  the blues.' That must not be -- pluck up s p i r i t s  -- be j o l l y  - and 

stay a t  home and take a rest .  

The reason why I d i d  not w r i t e  t o  you for  several days was tha t  I expect 

t o  be we l l  enough t o  present myself i n  person -- but as I explained my l e t t e r  

o f  yesterday I am temporari ly worse again, and cannot now say when I sha l l  be - 
able t o  venture on such a walk But rest  assured, m/ sweet g i r l ,  tha t  I w i l l  

I w i l l  be w i t h  you j u s t  as soon as I dare. 

You are t i r e d  o f  wai t ing you say! - so am I - remember I had t o  wai t  

three months once for  you.2 Yet you need not get "another young man" L i t ,  e 

One; tha t  would be very fool ish.  I wish you had my imagination. I cannot 

immgine you present as c l ea r l y  as i f  you stood here. Ah, i f  I were t o  f i r  I 

another m n  i n  ny place when I came up! -- we l l ,  do you know what I would lo. 

I would cut  the Service, put a knap sack on my back and s t a r t  f o r  Europe - 

t rave l  a11 over the world and give myself up body, soul and s p i r i t  t o  A r t ,  

'one o f  a number of such references t o  b u d ' s  "bluer" o r  other negati Ie 
moods (see Let ters  31, 60, 75). 

f h e  a l l us i on  here i s  unknown. It m y  be that  D r .  Playtar, who rest ,  cted 
the contact between Lampman and b u d  (Whl t r ldge, p. 12).  ef fected a pcrioc o f  
separation a t  some po in t .  O r ,  It mey be slmply that  Haud was away on her 
seasonal v i s l t s  I n  Toronto and the Niagara peninsula. 



4 3 

I i taraturc and 0&unia3 What en mful fa te that woutd be! -- You see, you 

had bet ter  s t i ck  t o  me for fear I t  come upan me - but I am only joking, sweet- 

heart.-- I don't th ink there w i l l  be "another young man" o r  that there would 

ever be. 

You sent me a l i t t l e  pressed pansy i n  one of  your le t te rs  and i t  jus t  
d i d  not 

occurs t o  mc that I never thanked you fo r  i t  -- I thank you now, my sweet -- 
and wish I had you here (where nobody could see) that 4 might k iss you f o r  i t  

-- 100 kisses and e long embrace. But you w i l l  say i am get t ing  s i l l y  -- so 

I had bet te r  end, 

Yours ever lovingly 

Archie Archh 

%ha &hemian dedication t o  a r t ,  l i te ra tu re ,  and travel  was a them 
taking m a religious tone among the in te l lectuals  o f  the l a te  nineteenth cen- 
tury. I n  Hawells' s a t i r i c a l  novel The Coast o f  8ohsmBa (1893) the main 
character, an impressionistic painter o f  points, encounters the Fine Arts 
Dspartme~t of an Ohio State Fai r  and i s  duly offended by i t s  displays of g i l t  
r o l l i n g  pins and other such local works: 

"The senseless ugl iness o f  the things rea l l y  hur t  him; h i s  worship o f  
beauty was a sor t  o f  re1 igion, and thei  r badness was a sor t  of blasphemy,. . . 
h i s  f i r s t  impulse was to  escape... and keep what l t t t l e  f a i t h  i n  the a r t i s t i c  
future o f  the country he had been able t o  get together during h l s  long sojourn 
out o f  i t t i  (p. 18). 
L 's expression o f  the theme here ref tects  his  acguaintance w i th  contam- 
porariao who had spent years i n  Europe, e.g. the painters Brymner and Hass. 
H is  os*n s i s t e r  Annie would soon begin studying murlc i n  Lclpzig; she and Lamp- 
m n %  o t h e r  were I n  Germany fo r  a t  least two years. He was reading Jaws and 
Howeils, the inventors o f  the modern internatOene1 novel, whose characters, 
of tan a r t i s t s ,  cross from the Nw World t o  the Old. lampman l a t e r  compares h i s  
cauntry*o re la t i on  t o  a r t  w i th  that of others I n  an a r t i c l e  c a l l i n g  fo r  more' 
encouragement o f  Canada's potent ial  a r t i s t s :  "It Is  strange that i n  a country 
1 lke thts, whet=% people t a l k  so much about progress and prospcri t y  and so 
f ~ r t h ,  the number of those who count esthet lc and a r t i s t i c  developmnt as one 
of the things t o  be sought a f te r  i r r  so few" ("At the Pkrmal d t no,'' 24 June 1893) . 

Lampman prefers the she1 t e r  o f  a convent lonai 1 f fe and an undemanding 
Job ("the Service") t o  the adventure o f  Bohemian ones. The experience that 
the$ a t t rac t  him i s  not one offered by urban landscapes and foreign culture. 
In any event, It 1s probably for comnents like t h t s  one t o  Haud that Lampman 
la te r  wins the nickname "Spunkft from h i s  new wlfe (see Let ter  36, etc.) .  
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22 Jan. '87 

My Sweetest Pet, 

My father having j u s t  announced t o  me h i s  in ten t ion  o f  going dawn - in-  

s tanter ,  as he says - I am obl iged t o  make t h i s  l e t t e r  shor t .  He i s  a very 

impatient o l d  gentlemen - and - I got up l a te .  

I am able t o  inform you, Dearest, tha t  my leg i s  ge t t i ng  be t t e r  again -- 
I suppose you are about as disgusted as I a t  i t s  slow progress. That second 

at tack is about over. There i s  j u s t  a l i t t l e  hea l ing t o  be done now and I 

sha l l  be a l l  r i g h t  ( I hope! ) 

I am working up the mater ia l  I have i n  my head f o r  a novel .I I th ink  i t  

w i l l  make a good one, i f  I have the r i g h t  so r t  o f  a b i l i t y  t o  ca r ry  i t  out. I 

do not know however tha t  I have.- and I sha l l  not know t i l l  I t r y .  I mean t o  

'What mater ia l  t h i s  may be can not be determined. No known manuscripts 
ind icate  that  Lampman i n  fact worked on a novel a t  t h i s  time. He d i d  w r i t e  
an unpublished, u n t i t l e d  beginning o f  a novel ( s i x  chapters i n  64 handwrit ten 
pages) in 1884. He re fers  t o  i t  i n  a l e t t e r  t o  John R i  tchie:  

"Last month, i n  pursuance and developmnt o f  the meagre plan which I un- 
folded to you a t  Christmas, I set  t o  work and wrote s i x  chapters of  a f u l l  
blawn novel -- the scenes and p l o t  being la id ,  as I intended, i n  Granada. 
However, when t had proceeded so far, I came t o  the conclusion tha t  my p lan 
war impracticable -- i n  a word, 1 have not  the proper mater ia l  and, indeed, 
could not use i t  if I had. Co l l i ns  seems qu i t e  pleased w i t h  what I had done; 
but  f o r  the present I must lay i t  by and see i f  I cannot get upon some design 
more su i ted  t o  my equipment I' (Connor, p. 76). 
It may be that  Lampman took up the o l d  novel f o r  reworking as he had taken up 

I' 
the poem "The Honk" (see Le t t e r  16, note 2 ) .  That s to ry  concerns a conf 1 i c t  
between the h r s  and the Spanish i n  which a scholar, a bal ladeer, and a Bish- 
op are drawn i n t o  various degrees o f  i n t r igue .  The piece i s  a cur ious ly  s t i f f  
and a r t i f i c i a l  attempt a t  obsolescent nar ra t ive .  The balladeer, t roubled by a 
lack o f  appreciat ion from h l s  people, says, "F ina l l y  I heard, o m  day, a rude 
fe l low shouting an unusually o f fens ive parody a f t e r  me as 1 walked i n  one of  
the bus l e s t  squares -- so I passed on w l  thout stopping through the nearest gate 
and took the road t o  Sevi 1 le." When suddenly "The Moors! The Hoors!" have 

$- come, the scholar, w i t h  a r i s t o c r a t i c  sensibility, begins t o  "take down the bur- 
nished implements o f  warfare tha t  hung upon the wal l s  '' (PAC, vo l .  I l, p. 893). 

r 



have a shot  a t  i t .  

I was p r e t t y  lone ly  yesterday - Everyone was out ,  and nobody came t o  see 

me. Hother read t o  me i n  the  evening one o f  Turgenief fs '  yarns - and t h a t  

helped t o  hasten the  t ime a l i t t l e  

There i s  p len ty  o f  snow now I see. What an ocean 
Get t ing  across i t  the  

over t h a t  common o f  yours t t  must be l i k e  3es l s r a i l  

sea -- t h e  waves wa l led  up on e i t h e r  side. How do you 

Daly o r  Rideau St reet  -- T e l l  me t h i s  Dear -- as when 

take t h e  easiest  way. 

Yours 

o f  i t  there  must be 

i tes passage o f  the  Red 

get over now -- from 

1 come 1 s h a l l  have t o  

forever  

Archie - 

30. C/O D r .  P lay te r  / Ottawa 
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24 Jan. '8a 
My awn Sweet Haud , 

I be l i eve  I can sa fe l y  say I am g e t t i n g  w e l l  a t  l a s t .  I am ab le  t o  wa k 

round the  house now -- i n  a few days I s h a l l  be going t o  the  o f f i c e  -- as st on 

as I can I w i l l  crawl up t o  you. tf I n  the  meantime before I am ab le  t o  wa k 

a l l  t he  way up t o  your place, we might meet somewhere e l s e  - w r i t e  and t e l l  me 
r i n k  

what a f te rnoon you w i l l  be a t  t he  rnk- and I w i l l  t r y  and get i n  the re  - an we 

can have a t a  1 k 

Dear Maud l i k e  t o  hear you t a l k  about bandaging my leg. I t  does me go( d. 

I dare say a bandaging by you would do i t  a great  deal o f  good, and wish I ',ad 

you by me -- but  I s h a l l  some day soon. 



I 
I am copying out  some o f  those l a s t  poems I wrote i n t o  my "big books' - 

and they look very we l l .  
books 

I have read two .)etters by Turgenief f  and "A Great Responsibi l i tyu by 

2 
Howells besides some short s t o r i es  and heavier works. 

The weather i s  dreadful I be l ieve and I suppose you have not  moved out  

much. 

I am going t o  begin my novel soon - I have the plan nearly se t t l ed .  We - 
shal l  make a fortune, Dear, out  o f  tha t  novel! Don't you be l ieve i t ?  I 

th ink  I see you smile; but we sha l l .  Wait! 

You speak disparagingly o f  your l a s t  l e t t e r ,  Dear, drawing a t t en t i on  t o  

b l o t s  and erasures - never mind I th ink  It was one of  the best l e t t e r s  I ever 

had from you - one o f  the kindest. 

'~atnpmn's  w r i t i n g  hab i ts ,  i n fe r red  from the whole of the MS mater ia l  
which survives, have been described by Bruce Nesbi t t :  

"F i r s t  he scr ibb led ideas, l i nes ,  stanzas, and d ra f t s  of whole poems, 
occasional ly on b i t s  o f  paper, more usual ly  i n  h i s  notebooks, twenty-two of 
which survive. He then copied them i n  h i s  fair-copy manuscript books, la rge 
bound volumes i n  which he fu r ther  revised as he f e l t  i t  necessary. From these 
manuscript books he would copy out  poems on ind iv idua l  sheets f o r  submission 
t o  journals,  as g i f t s  f o r  f r iends,  o r  as happened once, i n t o  a fu r the r  manu- 
s c r i p t  book as a poss i b l e  col  l e c t  ion f o r  pub1 i ca t ion"   ampman man la: Alcyone 
and the Search f o r  Merope," Ed i t i ng  Canadian Texts, ed. Frances G. Halpenny 
[Toronto: A.M. Hakkert. Ltd..  19751, p .  41). - -  . 
Presumably h i s  "b ig book" i s ' h i s  current  bound volume o f  fair-copy. The poems 
he had w r i t t e n  j u s t  previously,  according t o  the dates o f  extant manuscripts, 
are the unpubl ished var iant  o f  "Easter Eve" e n t i t l e d  "Alexis" (~ecember 1886), 
"Easter Eve" (December 1886; Amonq the M i  1 l e t ) ,  "The Honk" (~ecember 1886; 
Among the M i l l e t ) ,  and "New Year's Eve" (January 1887; The Week 5:69, December 
1887; At the Long Sau 1 t )  . .. 

L Published i n  1881, the short  novel i s  e n t i t l e d  A Fearful Responsibi l i ty .  
I t  i s  the f e a r f u l l y  bor ing account of  the prototype American G i r l  i n  Venice 
and i n  t roub le  t r y i n g  t o  communicate her acceptances and re jec t ions o f  con- 
t i nen ta l  su i to rs .  



1 do not know whether t h i s  l e t t e r  w i l l  reach you to-day t iy fa ther  

would not wai t  t i l l  I had f in ished i t ,  which I th ink  was ra ther  mean. 

Your lav ing f ianc; 

Archie 

31. C/O D r .  P lay ter  / Ottawa 
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25 Jan. '87 

My Own Dar l ing,  

You are ge t t ing  t o  be a splendid correspondent. You have w r i t t e n  me so 

many sweet l e t t e r s  l a t e l y  that  I d i d  not expect one yesterday and was d e l i -  

c ious ly  surpr ised when your l e t t e r  came. Dearest, I am a f r a i d  you are a l i t t l e  

"blue", i n  s p i t e  of  what you say. Your l a s t  two o r  three l e t t e r s  seem t o  me a 

wee b i t  p l a i n t i ve ,  as i f  you were out  o f  s p i r i t s  a l i t t l e  I f i n d  on looking 

1 over your l e t t e r s  that  I have had nine from you al together - tha t  i s  very 

good, L i t t l e  One.- and I thank you f o r  them a l l ,  though I would rather have 

had yourse l f  i f  tha t  had been possib le I am walking round the house to-day 

walking and have the bandages o f f ;  though I dare not yet  i r r i t a t e  my leg by 

any distance. 

T e l l  me, Dear, what afternoon you w i l l  be a t  the r i n k  and I w i  1 1  go i n  

there and have a t a l k  w i t h  you; tha t  w i l l  keep us going u n t i l  I am we l l  enough 

t o  venture up t o  your place. 

'lampman i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  the per iod dur ing which he has been shut i n  w i t h  
h i s  ulcerous leg. I n  that  time he has w r i t t e n  f i f t e e n  l e t t e r s ,  Maud nine; none 
of  Haud's has been discovered. 



You shouldn't  dream of  marrying another man, my Maud; tha t  w i l l  never 

do. Take example by me. Whenever I dream of  marriage I am always f a i t h f u l l y  

married t o  you. I have some very d e l i g h t f u l  dreams about you now and then, 

Hy Sweetheart; but  I can never remember them d i s t i n c t l y .  I cannot remember 

dreams; o r  very ra re ly .  

I t  i s  too bad tha t  you were lonely on Sunday. I ought t o  have been there; 

but -- i t s  a p i t y  one hadn't  wings: then I might have managed i t .  Ah L i t t l e  

one i t  w i l l  not be long now, t i l l  I am w i t h  you again -- and the f i r s t  t ime I 

catch you alone -- you w i l l  never be able t o  g ive me h a l f  the number of  kisses 

I want. I th ink  I should have got we l l  much sooner i f  I could have had a good 

k i ss  now and then - but enough - i t  exci tes m e  too much t o  th ina  about i t .  

I n  the "Princess o f  Thule" you w i  11 not i ce  a character who has points of 

resemblance t o  m e ,  v i z  M r .  Edward Ingram. I s  i t  not so? Sheila i s  a beaut i -  

f u l  character and I l i k e  Hrs Lorraine. On the whole the book i s  a l i t t l e  

tiresome, but has good po in ts .  
2 

21nOrarn i s  a sensible man who l i v e s  f ruga l l y ,  wi thout  show. He i s  rmard-  
ed f o r  h i s  Pur i tan ways w i t h  a Pur i tan p r i ze :  mater ia l  wealth. The fortune 
tha t  was intended f o r  h i s  flamboyant and somewhat roguish f r i end  Lavender i s  
d iver ted t o  him by the rogue's very aunt, a tu rn  o f  events that  would appeal 
t o  Lampman's sense o f  j u s t i c e  (see a lso Le t t e r  22, note 5 ) .  Shei l a  i s  a Nor- 
d i c  "princess ," a combinat ion o f  d i v ine  innocence and s a l t y  competence. Mrs. 
Lorraine i s  very much a woman o f  the world, a shrewd and s o c i a l l y  cu l t i va ted  
American widow o f  Jamesian dimensions. The novel 's synmetry i s  such that  Lav- 
ender couples w i t h  Sheila, and lngram eventual ly  amuses Mrs. Lorraine. 

Though Lampman was psychological ly  caught up i n  the novel, h i s  a r t i s t i c  
judgemnt held. Black was not renowned f o r  h i s  p l o t s  o r  h i s  form, but rather 
for  h i s  character izat ion,  and f o r  h i s  descr ip t ive  passages on landscape. 
"Even Hr. Ruskin i n  generous pra ise admitted tha t  t h i s  young w r i t e r  had done 
things tha t  he could never attempt ,'I Wemyss Reid observes ( W i  11 i am Black, 
P *  97). 

Black's character izat ion o f  Sheila, i n  any event, touched Lampman's 
imagination f o r  some time. I n  a fragment o f  h i s  journal  w r i t t e n  on a t r i p  up 
the ~ i h v r e ,  he says he "beheld the princess o f  the Lievre", and l a t e r  "im 
proved acquaintance w i t h  the Princess of  the Lievre." He a lso notes, 

" I n  the evening saw Princess mi l k ing  cows i n  the dim distance ( 'which 
accounted for  sweetness o f  m i l k ' ) .  Were s t ruck dumb w i t h  ecstasy on observing 



Your lov ing  

Archie 

32. c/o D r .  P lay ter  / Ottawa 
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1 Feb. 87 - 
Dearest k u d  

I w r i t e  t h i s  t o  inform you tha t  I got no special harm by my walking yes- 

terday - my legs feels a l l  r i gh t ,  though a t r i f l e  sore, t h i s  morning. I f  I 

keep i t  qu ie t  for  a few days i t  w i l l  soon get as s o l i d  as ever. 

I hope you had a f i n e  time l a s t  n igh t . '  You ought t o  have been an ob jezt  

o f  general de l i gh t  and admiration. You looked p r e t t y  enough anyway. But ths  

main th ing  i s  whether you had a good time o r  not. I t r u s t  you had and tha t  

you d i d  not a l low anything t o  worry you You deserve t o  be happy dear, f o r  

you are ce r t a i n l y  a sweet good g i r l .  

Be j o l l y ,  be merry, and when I come up again, which I hope t o  do some 

afternoon before Sunday, l e t  me f i n d  you i n  as good s p i r i t s  as you were yes 

terday . 
Your a f f t e  

lover 

Archie 

the Princess i n  whi te and red ribbons take sh ip  t o  come over t o  our s ide -- 
sat i n  the dug-out -- two condoliers, one a t  e i t h e r  side, one a t  e i t h e r  end -- 
she made a v i s i t  t o  the tent  and went f o r  a canoe sai  1 w i t h  Duncan." ("Two 
Fragments Describing Canoe Trips," i n  Davies, pp. 81-6) 
This princess, probably an Indian beauty, f igures i n  a s a i l i n g  scene much l i k e  
ones conducted by the Princess o f  Thule. The journal  fragments are undated by 
year but Let ters  91-6 i n  t h i s  correspondence suggest tha t  they were w r i t t e n  
i n  1898. 

I ' h i d e n t i  f ied. 
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Hy Dar l ing 

Hy leg i s  worse again. I have taken the utmost care of  i t ,  but i t  has 

become pa in fu l  and swollen. I ca l led  i n  t o  see D r .  Jimmy as I came t o  the 

o f f i c e  t h i s  morning and he t o l d  me t o  pou l t i ce  i t  a f t e r  I go home ton ight  and 

a f t e r  o f f i c e  to-morrow -- heigh-ho - so you see the dev i l  has got ho ld  o f  me 

once more -- and worst o f  a l l  I cannot come up t o  see you. I w i l l  come i f  i t  

i s  a t  a l l  possib le on Sunday - i f  I do not you w i l l  know, Dearest, tha t  i t  i s  

because I cannot. I n  the meantime sympathize w i t h  me, and th ink  o f  me k ind ly ,  

my sweetest treasure. 

I wish you were my w i fe ,  L i t t l e  one, now. I f  you were, I could go home 

t h i s  afternoon, doctor my leg, and fee l  no heartpangs.- for  you would be near 

me. As i t  i s  I keep f r e t t i n g  tha t  I cannot be w i t h  you, tha t  I cannot go t o  

you. 

But never mind, t h i s  leg business w i l l  not l a s t  very long - a f t e r  a l i t t l e  

I sha l l  be as sound as ever, perhaps sounder. 

I have been reading another novel o f  Henry James sal  led "The ~ n r i c a n  ."' 
It i s  very in te res t ing  and strong - but ra ther  dismal - ends unhappily, o r  

mostly so. 

' ~ h r i s t o ~ h e r  Newman i s  the qu in tessent ia l  American who loses h i s  inno- 
cence i n  Europe j u s t  as he loses h i s  beloved, a Parislenne who prefers a con- 
vent. Roderick Hudson and The American both have unhappy endings un l i ke  the 
other novels Lampman i s  reading a t  the time. 



!\ 
Since I cannot ye t  get up t o  see you, my pet, please buy Something t o  

f 

remember me by, - candies o r  what you l i k e  

Your longing 

lover 

Archie 

34. c/o Dr .  P lay ter  / Ottawa 
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9 Feb. '87 

Dearest b u d  

I w i l l  come t o  see you to-morrow afternoon - and i f  you have no where t o  
* .  

go I w i l l  stay the evening. Try and be home, L i t t l e  One. 

Your own 

Arch i e 
1 - 

P.O. Dept. 

15 Aug. 
1 

I 
Dearest Haud, 

I do not know whether I can come up tonight  a f t e r  a l l .  I had a bad n igh t  

'~amprnan received a l e t t e r  dated 29 Ju ly  1887 from h i s  fa ther  who was 
tour ing  and f i sh ing  near Hat tawa, Quebec (see Appendix B, Le t t e r  2a) . 

1 The year date of  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  not cer ta in .  Obviously, i t  was w r i t t e n  
t o  Maud a t  her Ottawa home before she and Lampman were married. Since Maud 
was away a t  t h i s  time i n  the summer of  1885, the year i s  e i t he r  1886 o r  1887. 
Because the l e t t e r  a r r i ved  i n  the sequence above a t  Simon Fraser Univers i ty  i t  
remains there. 



52 

and am u t t e r l y  played out  t h i s  morning - my complaint s t i l l  continues. I must 

not move about any more than I can help,  6 unfor tunate ly  I have a l o t  o f  

business t o  do. I f  I can dare t o  do so I w i l l  come up, i f  not  I know you 

w i l l  excuse me. Good bye, my pet  

Your l o v i n g  

Arthi 

36. Care o f  Angus D. Macdonell Esq / 419 Dundas S t r .  / Toronto 
1 

2 OTTAWA J Y  29 89 FREE 

J u l y  29, 1889 

Dear Chick, 

As I s i t  a t  my desk i t  flashes upon me t h a t  I have done the  very t h i n g  

t h a t  I intended t o  guard against .  I checked tha t  v a l i s e  and t runk  t o  Toronto 

instead o f  parkda leS2 How d i d  I come t o  be such an ass, when I had repeatedly 

' ~ u r i n ~  the  two year i n t e r v a l  Lampman and Emma Maud P lay te r  were marr ied 
(3 September 1887), t he  poe t ' s  f i r s t  volume Among the  M i l l e t  was publ ished 
(spring, 1888) and Lampman's s i s t e r  Annie, accompanied by t h e i r  mother, l e f t  
Canada t o  study music i n  Le ipz ig .  

The response t o  Lampman's book included the  f o l l o w i n g  l e t t e r s  i n  the 
Simon Fraser Un ive rs i t y  L i b r a r y  c o l l e c t i o n :  from Charles G. D. Roberts, 16 Nov- 
ember 1888 and 20 Apr i 1 1889, and from Bl  i ss Carman 28 December 1888 (see Ap- 
pendix C, L e t t e r s  1-3); from Eben Picken, 1 1  A p r i l  1889, from Edmund Stedman, 
24 A p r i l  1889, and from Hamlin Garland, 2 May 1889 and 14 May 1889 (see Appen- 
d i x  D, Le t te rs  1-4). 

l ~ r i e n d s  o f  the  P lay ters ,  the  Macdonells were a wel l - to-do family w i t h  a 
fashionable address. Angus Duncan Macdonel I, a b a r r i s t e r ,  was marr ied t o  Paul- 
ine  Rosal i nd De La Haye. Thei r son Angus Claude, born the  same year as Lamp- 
man, became a b a r r i s t e r ,  a K.C., a D.C.L., and i n  1904.an M.P. fo r  South 
Toronto. The i r  daughter k r g a r e t  Maude, re fe r red  t o  i n  subsequent l e t t e r s  as 
"Maggie," marr ied L. M. Hayes (see L e t t e r  71,  note 1) a l so  a b a r r i s t e r .  

'A sec t ion  o f  west Toronto, i t s  s t a t i o n  a few Im from the c i t y  centre.  
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warned myself t o  beware o f  such an e r ro r?  The things w i l l  go onto the Union 

Stat ion and you w i l l  not get them t i l l  tomorrow I am ready of curse and t o  

swear. I hope you w i l l  not be put t o  much t rouble,  L i t t l e  Chick. 

I f e l t  very lonely as I walked back t o  the o f f i ce ,  and rea l ised tha t  the 

l i t t l e  chick was gone. 

Your Loving husband 

Spunk 

37. c/o Angus 0. Macdonne 1 l Esq . / 4 19 Dundas / Toronto 

2 OTTAWA JY 30 89 FREE 

P.O. Dept, Ottawa 

$0 July 1889 

L i t t l e  chick, 

I have mailed the jacket  t h i s  morning and registered i t .  The o l d  body 

d i d  not  send the b i l l  a f t e r  a l l ,  but  Be l le1 i s  going t o  get i t  to-day and I 

w i l l  immediately forward i t .  Your man Ashf ie ld  sent up the mended racket l a  t 

n ight  w i t h  a b i l l  for  $ 1 . 3 ,  cost o f  repa i r ing.  He had mended the broken 
S 0 

s t r i n g  also. I d i d  not feel  l i k e  paying tha t  sum, Sa I sent i t  back. Be l le  

! i s  going t o  see him about i t  t h i s  morning. 

Would you care t o  have i t a t  that  cost? 
2 

 ampma man's s i s t e r s  Isabel le  and "Bebee" (Caroline) and Archibald, S r . ,  
are l i v i n g  w i t h  the young couple. 

'tiere and elsewhere Larnpman makes a decision about spending as he i s  e l i c -  
i t i n g  Maud's opinion on the matter. A cheap new racket could be purchased fcr 
the b i  11's amount, equivalent t o  about three hours o f  Lampman's wages (see 
Le t t e r  8, note 4). 



5 4 

I f e l t  p r e t t y  queer and lonely yesterday and l a s t  n igh t  wi thout  the chick 

Before you went I d i d  not th ink  I would fee l  i t  for  so short  a time; but  I 

was mistaken. There was a k ind  o f  melancholy upon me a l l  day, and a t  a l l  
the 

hours I kept looking at,clock, and est imat ing how far  you had gone, wondering 

what you were doing, and hoping tha t  everything was comfortable. were the 

candies and the sandwiches sat is fac tory ,  and d i d  they b r ing  you some good tea? 

3 Master Picken was l y i n g  7:: the fkai i n  our room, you remember, when we 

l e f t  i n  the morning. When I returned a t  5 o 'c lock  Master Picken was l y i n g  

there s t i l l .  He had never s t i r r e d  a l l  day. He condescended however t o  come 

down t o  dinner 
1 earn 

You w i l l  be pleased t o  +earn+n that  I shaved t h i s  morning - q u i t e  succesr- 

f u l l y .  

Your lov ing 

X Spunk X - 

38. Care o f  Angus D. Macdonnel 1 Esq. / 419 Dundas, S t r . ,  / Toronto 

P.O. Dept, Ottawa 

31 Ju ly  1889 

Young Rascal, 

I got the l i t t l e  note t h i s  morning, and was glad t o  know tha t  

Chick had reached her dest inat ion safe ly .  Tomorrow I hope t o  rece 

l a r  l e t t e r  t e l l i n g  me how you got along and a l l  about the journey. 

the good 

i ve  a regu- 

I have been t r y i n g  t o  w r i t e .  I d i d  w r i t e  a l i t t l e  l a s t  n ight ;  but what I 

3"~ickeken" i s  the couple's cat  ( ~ e t t e r  49), named presumably a f t e r  Ebcn 
Picken, a congenial Montreal booksel ler o f  Among the M i l l e t  (see Appendix D, 
Le t t e r  1 ) .  



h- 
a: 
! am working 
I 

a t  o r  t r y i n g  t o  

concentrat ion. 
1 

work a t  i s  very d i f f i c u l t ,  and requires enormous 

I received yesterday the f i r s t  money on account of  my book (our book) 2 

that  has come t o  hand for  two months - $1.50 - from a book s e l l e r  i n  Ha l i fax  - 
proceeds o f  the sa le  of  two copies. 

When you are done w i t h  the zd volume o f  ~ r u s  ias3 perhaps you might do i t 

up securely and send i t  t o  me ca re fu l l y  addressed. I can then re tu rn  i t  t o  

the l i b r a r y ,  and get another i n  i t s  place. 

We are a l l  we l l ;  Master Picken i s  very we l l ;  but  he i s  very sleepy 

Give my best regards t o  your f r iends.  

Your a f fec t iona te  

xxx Spunk xxx 

39 P.O. Dept, Ottawa 

d 
2 Aug. 1889. 

Dearest Puss, 

I enclose a l i t t l e  l e t t e r  from cousin Annie Lampman,' which I dare say 

w i l l  be sa t i s fac to ry  t o  you. W i l l  you please l e t  me know i n  your next l e t t e r  

whether I paid fa ther  f o r  the cord o f  wood before the las t .  He i s  under the 

1 
Lampman was engaged i n  a number o f  works a t  the time: a poem fo r  the 

Toronto - Globe which he al ludes t o  i n  Le t te r  41; the unpublished prose fragment 
"At a Street  Corner" (PAC, vo l .  I I I, sc r ibb le r  2, August 1889) ; the poem 
"Comfort o f  the Fields" (PAC, vol .  I 1 1 ,  sc r ibb le r  5, July 1889); and the poem 
"Sebastian," 127 l i nes  o f  blank verse (PAC, vo l .  I I I ,  sc r ibb le r  5, Ju ly  1889). 

2 ~ m n  the Hi 1 l e t  had been pub1 ished i n  1888 w i t h  funds which Maud had in-  
her i t = & n m ) .  

' ~ n i d e n t i  f led. 

I ~ a m ~ m a n ' s  cousin i n  the Niagara peninsula may be w r i t i n g  t o  welcome the 
couple who are planning t o  hol iday there shor t l y .  



impression that  I d i d  not, and I cannot d i s t i n c t l y  remember, although I have 
on 

been act ing a l l  along under the understanding that  I had. He says i t  does 

not matter; but I wish t o  have things square. T e l l  me whether you remember 

anything about i t .  

I am p re t t y  s o l i t a r y ,  sweet puss, and although the days go p l ac i d l y  

Enough I miss you exceedingly. I have no one t o  laugh a t  me, k i ss  m e ,  pet 

me, and bother me; I feel as i f  I were removed i n t o  another and a vacant 

world; but  I w i l l  be w i t h  you soon, good Chick. 

I got along be t te r  w i t h  my poem l a s t  n ight ;  but progress i s  slow. 2 

3 Hrs. Watts sent up a baskets- o f  b lack currants, and Be l le  proposes t o  

preserve them; indeed I suppose she i s  a t  i t .  

Your lov ing 

X X Spunk X X 

40. [no date] 
1 

Dear Chick 

I n  my l e t t e r  t o  mother I no doubt exaggerated my bad s ta te  o f  heal th.  I 

was, I remember, very unwell, when I wrote the l e t t e r .  A t  any ra te  she seems 

'see Le t t e r  41, note 3. 

 he neighbow i s  the w i f e  o r  mother of  "Brother Watts," mentioned i n  
Le t te r  41. 

'Host 1 i ke l y  t h i s  undated l e t t e r  was w r i t t e n  on the t h i r d  o r  fou r th  of  
August, 1889, when there i s  a break i n  the regular, da i l y ,  dated correspondence 
i n  t h i s  ser ies.  Lampman re fers  t o  a l e t t e r  he has j u s t  received from Maud; i t  
must be her l e t t e r  o f  August 1, the f i r s t  o f  a ser ies o f  s i x  from Maud I n  t h i s  
co l l ec t i on  (see Appendix A) .  Further, i t s  comment about Picken i s  continuous 
wl t h  those of Let ters  37 and 38, 



2 
t o  have conceived a formidable idea of  my miserable condi t ion.  I must w r i t e  

and t e l l  her that  I am not so near death a f t e r  a l l .  

I received your sweet l e t t e r  t h i s  morning and was extremely glad t o  hear 

from you. I am not ge t t i ng  along very we l l  w i t h  my w r i t i n g .  I don' t  seem t o  

have any s p i r i t .  

Today the heat i s  going t o  be tremendous. Be l l e  i s  gone down t o  spend 

the day w i t h  ~ G e r t i e " ~  Picken i s  s t i l l  we l l  I tormented him l a s t  a good deal 

w i t h  the water hose, which I turned on him several times t o  h i s  intense d is-  

gust. 

Your lov ing 

Spunk 

Do not send the $2 yet .  I th ink  I sha l l  have enough - when a "free" l e t t e r  

i s  ~e~~ a reg i s t r a t i on  5 cent stamp must be put on. 6 i t  must be entered a t  

the P.O. l i k e  any other l e t t e r  

41. C/O Angus D Hacdonnel I ,  / 4 19 Dundas S t  r. / Toronto 

OTTAWA CANADA FREE 2 AU 5 89 

5 Aug. '89 

Dear Chick 

I am distressed t o  hear that  your ear i s  t roub l ing  you, dear Puss. By 

a l l  means go t o  the ear Doctor, i f  you have an opportuni ty.  Do not rush 

2 
Lampman's mother i s  i n  Germany w i t h  Annie, 

3 ~ n i d e n t i f  ied. 



around so. You say you are t i r e d  and then you t e l l  me you are going on an 

excursion next day. You must res t  o r  you cannot hope t o  recover. When I 

come I w i l l  car ry  you o f f  immediately t o  Niagara, where you cannot help rest-  

ing. 

Father and I worked a day or two a t  the wood; but  found i t  would not 

work; i t  was making me 1 1  1. 1 have determined t o  get a man t o  do it. 

I took a couple o f  good walks on Saturday and yesterday; went down t o  

Brother warts2 i n  the  afternoon 6 found him out; t r i e d  my luck then w i t h  

Ernest White 6 found h i m  out  too. I have near ly f in ished my Globe i t  

w i l l  be ra ther  heavy, but not bad. t am i n  very good heal th  the l a s t  day o r  

two, since t l e f t  o f f  sawing wood. 

Be l le  made 5 j a r s  o f  black current preserve, and she hopes that  she w i l l  

have your approval. I car r ied  a l l  my starchable duds down t o  the Laundry t h i s  

morning; that ,  I suspect, i s  sat is factory  too. 

4 I have so ld  another sonnet -- "Music" t o  the and I have the 

' ~ n  index o f  Lampman's physical s ta te :  chopping and haul ing wood for  a 
day I s  tao strenuous a job for him. 

2~erhaps t h i s  i s  Theodore Watts, who i n  an 1892 Athenaeum c r i t i c i z e s  
Walt Uhltmirn as sometimes sublime and most o f t en  i n d e m o T n o r ,  p. 124), 
or the J. Watt whom Connor mentions as a schoolmate a t  Cobourg Col legiate 
t n s t l t u t c  (p. 31). 

)The posm "Drought" appears i n  the dai l y  "Round the Globs" poetry column 
of the Toronto - Globe o f  12 September 1889. t'September Scribner's" i s  pr inted.  
beneath it: the poem was a lso published there. 

4kt the sonnet o f  that  name i n  Among the M i  1 l e t ,  t h i s  one begins "take 
the l u t e  t h i s  brooding hour from me." It f i r s t  appears i n  an 1887 scr ibb ler ,  
and l a t e r  i n  an 1889 MS book; i t s  a i t e rna t i ve  name i s  "To the Lute Player," 
but i t  appears as "Musicft i n  The Poems o f  Archibald Lampman (Toronto: Morang, 
1900), p. 260, hereafter  c l  ted as Poems. 

' ~ h s  o r i g i n a l  Scribner's Monthly, establ ished i n  1870, lasted u n t i l  1881 
when i t s  e d i t o r  died, i t s  management divided, and i t  got a new name, the 
Century. The sons of Charles Scribner (who had died i n  18P1) agreed not t o  
s t a r t  a n ~ t h e r  magazine for  f i v e  years; s i x  years l a t e r  (1887) they began 
Scribnerts Magazine (Mott, I l I ,  pp. 457-480) 



cheque f o r  i t  i n  my pocket -- $10. 

Look i n t o  a bookstore, chick,  and i f  you f i n d  a copy o f  the  "Cosmpol i -  

6 
tan" magazine f o r  August, w i t h  an a r t i c l e  on Ottawa i n  i t ,  conta in ing  a 

reference t o  me, buy i t .  

See the  ear Doctor. 

Your l o v i n g  

Spunk 

I n f i n i t e  k isses!  

42. 6 Aug. 1889 

Sweet Pop, 

I received your note t h i s  morning and am g lad t o  hear your ear  i s  b e t t e r ,  

but  so r ry  t o  hear t h a t  i t  ac ts  p e c u l i a r l y .  You had b e t t e r  t r y  the  Ear Doctor. 
aga i n 

I interv iewed M r .  ~ e s u e u r  ' ,yesterday about my ho l  idays and he says he does 

not  t h i n k  I can have 4 weeks. I t  seems t h a t  several persons have been g e t t i n g  

%he a r t i c l e  "Social  L i f e  i n  Ottawa" by Wi l l i am Blackburn Harte concerns 
i t s e l f  w i t h  the  c a p i t a l l s  soc ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  e l i t e  and t h e i r  dinners and 
p a r t i e s .  There i s  no mention o f  Lampman o r  o f  any o the r  a r t i s t  i n  the  c i t y ;  
they were not  i n v i t e d  t o  the  p a r t i e s ,  i t  would seem. Har te 's  wry observat ions 
suggest t h a t  they missed l i t t l e  i n  the  way of a good t ime. 

I w ~  l l iam Dmson LeSueur (1 840-191 7) ,  a c i v i  1 servant and w r i t e r ,  was 
secretary o f  the  Post O f f  i c e  Department from 1888 unt  i 1 1902. For many years 
he wrote regu la r l y  as an essay is t  f o r  the Montreal Gazette and the  Montreal 
Star .  I n  1913 he was e lec ted President  o f  t he  Royal Society o f  canad- - + 1921). LeSueur took an a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  Lampman's work; a f t e r  the  poet s 
death, he ass is ted  Duncan Campbell Scot t  i n  arranging f o r  the  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  
The Poems o f  Archibald Lampman. He was a l s o  something o f  a personal f r i e n d  
and p o l i t i c a l  a l l y .  As Connor has i t ,  LeSueur was one o f  a group of men 
inc lud ing  Lampman who "met i n fo rma l l y  from t ime t o  t ime t o  discuss cu r ren t  
problems" (p. 84). 



o f f  l a t e l y  f o r  4 weeks, and the Postmaster General2 has been k ick ing  up a 

row. I fear 1 sha l l  only get  three a f t e r  a l l .  They have got i n t o  one of 

t h e i r  s t r i c t  f i t s  and there i s  no doing anything w i t h  them. However a f t e r  

I have been gone two weeks I sha l l  w r i t e  and apply for  a weeks extension o f  

leave. Hr. Lesueur sa id  he would 1 i k e  t o  grant me the 4 weeks; but he d i d  not 

fee l  

that  

w i  11 

tha t  he could do i t ;  he d i d  not answer f i n a l l y .  
before 

You had be t t e r  do a l l  that  you need t o  do i n  Toronto be t t e r  I come; so 

we can get over t o  S t .  catharines3 wi thout  much delay. I feel  tha t  i t  

be necessary f o r  me t o  get as much time i n  the country as possible, and 

three weeks i s  a short time. 

I have f in i shed  my "Globe" poem and I th ink  i t  i s  a good one. 

Your lov ing  

xxxxxxxx Spunk xxxxxx 

43. c/o Angus 0. Hacdonnel 1 Esq / 41 9 Dundas S t  r . / Toronto 

2 OllAWA AU 8 89 FREE 

P.O. Dept, Ottawa, 

8 Aug. '89, 

Dearest Chick, 

'~ohn  Haggart was the Postmarter General a t  t h i s  time. During 1889 he 
moved a number o f  awndments t o  postal  l e g i s l a t i o n  l i m i t i n g  the sa lar ies  of  
pos t a  1 workers and, i n one case, reduc i ng some (Canada, Par 1 i ament . Sess i ona 1 
Papers. Ottawa : 1888- 1890) . 

31n the context o f  these l e t t e r s  S t .  Catheriner and Thorold are Lampman 
t e r r i t o r y .  Situated halfway between the two towns was the estate "Mountain 
Point," o r i g i n a l l y  250 acres o f  wilderness granted by the King i n  1780 t o  
Lampman's greatgrandfather Peter Lampman i n  appreciat ion o f  h i s  l oya l t y  t o  the 
Empire. Peter spent the l a s t  f i f t y - t w o  o f  h i s  e ighty- f ive  years s e t t l i n g  the 
land and developing a beaut i fu l  f r u i t  farm as we l l  as a family o f  ten chi ldren.  
Peter, Jr. ,  was the father o f  Archibald Lampman, S r .  (Ernest Voorhis, "The 
Ancestry o f  Archibald Lampman, Poet," Royal Society o f  Canada Pyoceedinss and 
Transactions, 3rd ser 15,  Ottawa: 1921). 

- 



I t  w i l l  now be a very shor t  t ime t i l l  I see you, on l y  four  days. On 

Mnday evening you w i l l  behold me crawl ing  ou t  of the  t r a i n  a t  Parkdale. 

Have a merry welcome fo r  me, good Puss. 

I t h i n k  I s h a l l  be ab le  t o  get  my four  weeks ye t  by app ly ing  f o r  an ex- 

tension, when I am gone. 

1 
L e s l i e  Dakin came i n  l a s t  n i g h t  and afterwards Brother Watts, and we had 

a long chat ,  and some whiskey and water and pipes. Brother Watts i s  keeping 

Bachelor 's H a l l  i n  t r u e  fashion. He i s  a l l  alone; hard ly  a soul i n  the  neigh- 

bo rhood . 
2 

Hinna has found i t  necessary t o  go away on Saturday; B e l l e  w i l l  have the 

k i t chen  scrubbed on Fr iday;  and as there  w i l l  be very l i t t l e  going on, t h e  

f l o o r  w i l l  no doubt be q u i t e  clean enough f o r  p a i n t i n g  on Monday. Minna w i l l  

l e t  us know before  she goes whether she intends t o  r e t u r n  o r  not.  

Father rescued Picken yesterday from the jaws o f  a small dog. Haster 

Picken was much exc i ted  espec ia l l y  as t o  h i s  t a i l .  He i s  g e t t i n g  f a t .  By the  

t ime w 

I 

of the  

i n t e r  comes I fancy he w i l l  be p 

am look ing forward over the few 

dear Chick. T e l l  me i f  you w i l  

lump and s o f t .  

days ahead t o  assuming possession again 

1 meet me when I come. 

Your l ov ing  

Spunk 

44, Care o f  Angus D. h c d o n n e l l  Esq, / 
2 OTTAWA AU 9 89 FREE 

419 Dundas S t r ,  / Toronto 

P.0, Dept., 

9 Aug. '89 

1 
Un iden t i f i ed .  

2 
A servant.  



Dearest Chick 

I th ink  I have everything arranged i n  proper order fo r  the s ta r t .  I have 

l e f t  the wood a1 r i g h t ,  and I have aggreed w i t h  Monsieur Phi l b e r t  ,' and I have 

prepared my clothes. I f  the t r a i n  car r ies  me safely, sweet Chick, i n  three 

day's time, I sha l l  have the Puss huddl ing s o f t l y  i n t o  my arms.l T h i n k o f  

that !  

I have not had a l e t t e r  from you fo r  three days - Rascal! I am p re t t y  

we l l ;  so are the g i r l s  who send t h e i r  love, and so i s  Haster Picken, who 

doesn't send any love, being occupied i n  reconnoi t r ing a sparrow 

Your lov ing 

xxxxx - Spunk - xxxx 

45. c/o Angus D. Macdonnell, Esq. / 419 Dundas S t r .  / Toronto 

2 OTTAWA AU 10 89 

Ottawa, 

10 Aug. '89 

Dearest Chick 

I am not a t  the o f f i c e  to-day, Something went wrong w i t h  me yesterday,and 

I had a bad at tack o f  vomit ing & diarrhea l a s t  n ight .  i am s i t t i n g  i n  our 

room, and am very weak. No doubt i t  i s  only temporary; and I sha l l  be a l l  r i g h t  

fo r  the journey on Honday. I f  by any change I should not fee l  we l l  enough t o  

go on bnday,  I sha l l  a t  any ra te  tu rn  up next day. 

But I reckon I sha l l  be on hand a t  Parkdale Sta t ion on Monday n ight  a t  

' h i d e n t i  f ied. 

 ampma man has been granted a four week hol i day a f t e r  a1 1 ; he does not re- 
t u rn  t o  Ottawa un t i  1 8 September ( ~ e t t e r  46). 



8'40 and I s h a l l  see once more the  luminous eyes o f  the  r a s c a l l y  Chick. 

The g i r l s  a re  very good t o  me and do every t h i n g  t o  make me comfortable 
not  

so you need f e e l  a b i t  uneasy f o r  me. I s h a l l  be a l l  sound to-morrow. Sweet 

Puss; have a great  number o f  those 1 i t t l e  s o f t  k isses s tored away fo r  me 

Your l o v i n g  

xxxxx Spunk xxxxxx 

46. Care o f  Angus D. HcDonnel 1 / 419 Dundas S t r .  / Toronto 

REGISTERED OTTAWA SP 9 89 FREE 

P.O. Dept, Ottawa 

8 Sept. '89 

Dearest Chick 

I a r r i d  safe and sound l a s t  n i g h t  and so d i d  the  Peaches. I took a cab 

a t  t he  s t a t i o n  The horse went i n t o  a f i t  on the way up and I t rans fe r red  t o  

an express wagon. I was g lad  you were not  w i t h  me j u s t  a t  t h a t  moment. It 

was not  a pleasant spectacle. 

I d i d  not  s u f f e r  so much on the t r a i n  as I expected, indeed I came through 

wi thout  any h u r t  from anyth ing but  ennui. 

The baskets o f  peaches were received sa fe l y ;  one was preserved; the o ther  
i s  

was being eaten. H a l f  o f  i t  was given t o  your fa the r ' s  fami ly .  I gave them a 

glass o f  wine l a s t  n i g h t ,  which they enjoyed very much. Father has been a t  

home f o r  some days. Hinna i s  not back ye t .  I have asked B e l l e  t o  w r i t e  t o  

1 
her. The Doctor 8 Kate are  we l l  and a l l  hands send t h e i r  love to the  good 

chick. 

 h he doctor i s  Maudls father ;  Kate i s  Maudls s i s t e r .  



64 

I enclose 2 Exh ib i t i on  t i c k e t s  which the Doctor obtained. He could not 

get any more. When I l e f t  you the $13 I d i d  not remember tha t  you would need 

t o  take a par lour  car on the t r a i n  coming home; I therefor  enclose another $1 

f o r  t ha t  purpose. 

I sha l l  expect you home p r e t t y  soon, dear chick, 

Y m r  lov ing 

xxxx Spunk xxxxx 

Your fa ther  says he thinks tha t  those who use the enclosed t i c ke t s  enter  a t  

some other  entrance than the general one. He i s  not sure however 

It occurred t o  me yesterday that  you were going t o  get some samples f o r  Bebee 

a t  Hurray's. I do not know whether you had forgotten i t  o r  not .  This i s  

r e a l l y  the end o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  sweet chick. 

Your 

Archie 

47. 54 Grove Avenue / Toronto / Ont. 
1 

2 OTTAWA SP 10 89 FREE 

P.O. Dept. Ottawa 

10 Sept. '89 

Dearest Chick. 

I received your Sweet l e t t e r  t h i s  morn 

t o  be melancholy, dear Puss; and i f  you w i l  

ing.' You must not a l low yoursel f  

1 be so, you had be t t e r  come home. 

'Haud i s  v i s i t i n g  the Stammers fani  ly  as she had four years previously 
( ~ e t t e r s  3-5). 

2Haud's l e t t e r  of 8 September, mistakenly dated 8 August by b u d  (see 
Appendix A, Le t t e r  2). 



Take good care of your heal th.  

Mr .  Moss and Miss ~un ton '  come i n  l a s t  n ight .  They w i  11 be married next 

Tuesday. Moss i s  looking wel l  and Miss Hunton appears t o  have f u l l y  recov- 

ered from her camping i l l ness .  I gave them a glass of  wine. Duncan i s  

coming up t h i s  evening. He has got over h i s  malady too but i s  not yet  by any 

means strong. I took tea w i t h  the Scotts on Sunday evening, They are a l l  a t  

home. 

The g i r l s  are p re t t y  wel l  and send t h e i r  love. Your father i s  a lso i n  

good condi t ion apparently. Be l l e  had a l e t t e r  from Mother yesterday i n  which 

4 
i t  I s  s ta ted that  on account o f  Her Koaussels concerts, a t  which Annie i s  en- 

gaged t o  play, they w i  11 not s t a r t  f o r  home u n t i l  the 21St. That w i  11 b r ing  

them here about the 5 th  of October. They are th ink ing  now o f  going t o  Mont- 

rea l  . 
I must make t h i s  l e t t e r  short  dearest. On my way down on Saturday I got 

my eyes f u l l  o f  smoke and cinders from the engine and one o f  them i s  so sore 

tha t  i t  w i l l  not stand much. Take care o f  yoursel f ,  Sweet 

Your lov ing  

Spunk 

You n igh t  send me my sponge5 I wrote you a l e t t e r  on Sunday, addressed t o  

the Hacdone 1 1 s 

3 ~ n i d e n t i f  ied. 
4 Lampman i s  probably r e fe r r i ng  t o  a Herr Koausse, un ident i f ied,  most 

l i k e l y  one o f  Annie's music teachers i n  Germany. 

' ln her l e t t e r  o f  14 September (Appendix A, Le t t e r  3) Maud informs Lamp- 
man tha t  she i s  sending the sponge. The correspondence i s  regular here: Maud's 
subsequent l e t t e r s  are dated 18-20 September (Appendix A, Let ters 4-5). 

Enclosed I n  her Le t te r  3 i s  a newspaper c l i pp ing ,  a long review of W. 0 .  
L i g h t h a l l ' s  ~ o n q s  o f  the Great Dominion. The unnamed reviewer states tha t  
Lampman " i s ,  i n  our judgment, the foremost o f  the young poets o f  America." 
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48. Care o f  Angus D. Macdonell Esq. / 419 Dundas S t r .  / Toronto 

P.O. Dept. Ottawa 

13 Sept '89 

Dearest Chick 

I w r i t e  a very few words f o r  my eyes a r e  on ly  j u s t  recover ing and are  

yet  weak. There i s  an excursion from here t o  Toronto fo r  $5.25 on Monday 

next.  I f  you w i l l  w a i t  over I w i l l  send you a t i c k e t .  Your fa ther  says t h a t  

can be done. I w i l l  mai l  i t  on Monday You ought t o  get i t  on Tuesday and 

can come home on Wednesday Do t h i s .  I w i l l  enquire a t  t he  Railway o f f i c e  

here and i f  i t  w i l l  not  work I w i l l  l e t  you know. I may perhaps even do 

b e t t e r  - may f i n d  someone going on Monday who can t r a n s f e r  t i c k e t  t o  you a t  
a t  any r a t e  

Toronto I w i l l  w r i t e  you a note on' Monday t e l l i n g  you when t o  come, and I 

w i l l  ma i l  i t  ea r l y .  I s h a l l  be g lad  indeed t o  have you back dear Puss. Give 

my respects t o  the  Macdonel 1s. 

fly eyes cannot stand w r i t i n g  any longer 

Your l ov ing  

xxxx Spunk xxxx 

49. P.O. Dept, O t t w a  

16 Sept. 1889 

Dearest Chick, 

1 
Th is  i s  the f i r s t  day I have been a t  t he  o f f i c e  s ince l a s t  Tuesday. Ety 

eyes are  p r e t t y  near ly  sound again. I s h a l l  not  send you a t i c k e t  today, bu t  

w i l l  w a i t  t i l l  Wednesday. I am i n  hopes I s h a l l  f i n d  someone who can g i v e  you 

 h he date 16 September 1889 was a k n d a y .  



a r e t u r n  t i c k e t  i n  Toronto which he does not  requ i re  f o r  re tu rn .  If 1 & not  

f i n d  such a person, I w i l l  send you a $5.25 r e t u r n  t i c k e t  on Wednesday, when 

they are again issued o f  course i n  t h a t  case you cannot r e t u r n  t i l l  Friday, 
sooner 

and i f  you feel  l i k e  coming homeAmy dear, j u s t  buy a regu lar  t i c k e t  and t e l e -  
f o r  you 

graph t o  me so t h a t  I s h a l l  not  buy another here. A saving however o f  $ 4  o r  
A 

$5 would be something. 
2 

3 M r .  Watts 6 Hr. Moss and L e s l i e  Dakin came i n  l a s t  n i g h t  and spent the  

even i ng . 
Minna has not  ye t  returned and I have heard noth ing  from here. I begin 

t o  fea r  she may not  t u r n  up a t  a l l .  How l i t t l e  dependence you can p lace on 

these people. 
4 

Picken i s  g e t t i n g  s i n g u l a r l y  f a t .  He has grown a l i t t l e  l a r g e r  I th ink ,  

and i s  r e a l l y  a very handsome cat .  

i have spent a p r e t t y  t iresome week, sweet puss, shut up i n  t h e  darkened 

house, w i t h  goggled eyes, unable t o  read, w r i t e  o r  even smoke t o  any extent .  

I should have been ennuis t o  death had I not  got i n t o  an inven t i ve  humor and 

constructed some p r e t t y  good verses. 5 

6 
M r .  McArthur sent fa the r  a basket o f  peaches - very good ones too  - es- 

p e c i a l l y  i n  f lavour .  

' ~ i v a n  t h a t  Lampman's hour ly  wage equivalent  i s  s t i l l  under ~ O C ,  t he  sav- 
ing  would be subs tan t ia l .  

3 ~ n i d e n t i f i e d ,  Dakin i s  a c lose f r i e n d  o r  r e l a t i v e  o f  t he  Lampmans. 
4 Lampman i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  servants. 

 he poet 's  no tebwks ind i ca te  t h a t  he wrote a t  l eas t  n ine  new poems dur- 
ing the  month o f  September 1889: "Among the  Orchards" ( ~ l c y o n e )  , "The Cup of 
L i feu (Poems) - , "Fa i r Speech" (At the Long ~ a u  1 t ) , "Go1 denrod" (poems) , "How 
Deal t  the  World," " L i f e  and Nature" (L r i c s  o f  ~ a r t h )  , "The Moon-Path" ( ~ y r l c s ) ,  
"A N iagara Landscape" (~oems) , and "T-) . 

h i d e n t  i f  ied. 



Do what you wish dear Puss i n  regard t o  coming home; but i f  you choose 

t o  re tu rn  on Wednesday l e t  me know by telegram to-morrow n igh t .  I f  I do not 

get any telegram I w i l l  send you a t i c k e t  on Wednesday. They only issue 

them to-day and Wednesday. - many kisses 

Your lov ing 

xxxx Spunk xxxx 

50. Care o f  Angus D. Hacdonel I Esq. / 419 Dundas S t r .  / Toronto / Ont. 

REGISTERED OTTAWA SP 18 89 FREE 

P. 0. Dept, Ottawa 

18 Sept. 1889 

Dearest Chick, 

I have received a l l  your sweet l e t t e r s . '  You may set yourse l f  a t  res t  

as f a r  as my eyes are concerned. They are qu i t e  recovered, but are  a t r i f l e  

weak yet .  I am glad t o  hear you are f ee l i ng  be t te r .  I send you i n  t h i s  l e t -  

t e r  the re turn  h a l f  o f  a re turn  t i c k e t  from Toronto t o  Ottawa. I t  cost $5.35, 

which i s  a f a i r  saving. I t  i s  good t i l l  next Monday. Return whenever you fee l  

l i k e  i t ,  sweet puss; I th ink  i t  would be be t te r  i f  you come w i t h  Hrs. P lay ter .  

Two together are be t te r  than one; I th ink  I would feel less anxious i f  

there were two o f  you together. Yes I th ink  you had be t te r  arrange t o  come 

w i t h  Hrs. Playter .  

2 
Hrs. Bucks paid me f o r  that  t i c k e t  of  mine - $2.25 - sat is fac tory .  

Minna has not yet  appeared, and we have had t o  get i n  a woman t o  wash 

to-day - the accumulation i s  so great. The g i r l s  are p r e t t y  we l l  and send 

t h e i r  love. 

' ~ a c p m n  must be re fe r r i ng  t o  three l e t t e r s  ( 1  August, 8 September, 14 
~eptember) i n  add i t ion t o  the " l i t t l e  note'' she must have sent on 29 Ju ly .  

2 ~ n i d e n t l  f ied. 



Hr. McArthur has sent f a t h e r  a box o f  pears - about 3/4 o f  a bushel - a 

great  o l d  card - he is .  

M r .  Moss & Hiss Hunton were marr ied yesterday. I d i d  not  witness the  

ceremony but  I read the repor t .  They have departed t o  New York 3 

I am i n v i t e d  t o  con t r i bu te  t o  the  Christmas number o f  Saturday Night  - 
another ex t raord inary  l e t t e r  from Mason. 4 

I have had a great  s t reak  o f  work. I t  began when my eyes were sore & 

I could do noth ing but  make verses. I have w r i t t e n  a l o t  o f  poems, and am 

g lad  o f  i t ,  f o r  I had been very barren f o r  several months. 

Give my best  regards t o  Mrs. Hacdonell and the young lad ies  - t o  Messrs. 

Claude and others.  The g ian t  ~ r c h i e ~  i s  I suppose away by t h i s  tim. 

~ebGe was e n t i r e l y  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  you dec is ion  i n  buying the  c l o t h .  I 

t h i n k  they were no t  q u i t e  sure t h a t  13 yds would be enough anyway. 

Dear Chick - Sweet Imp 1 send you love i n  vast q u a n t i t i e s .  I s h a l l  

3 ~ h e  p a i n t e r  and h i s  w i f e  reappear i n  L e t t e r  79; i n  the spr ing  o f  18% 
they come back t o  l i v e  i n  Ottawa. 

4 ~ h e  1889 Christmas issue o f  Saturday Night ,  21 December, includes the  
poems "Christmastide" by E. Paul ine Johnson, a r e l i g i o u s  t r i b u t e  t o  the  s t a r  
o f  Bethlehem, "His Christmas" by Ed. W. Sandys, a broad account o f  a drunk's 
ho l iday ,  and o ther  even less notab le  works w i t h  no by- l ines .  E i t h e r  Lampman 
d i d  no t  take up the  request o r  h i s  response was re jec ted.  Mason i s  uniden- 
t i  f ied. 

5 ~ p p a r e n t l y  S i r  Arch iba ld  Cameron l iacdonell (1864-1941), born i n  Windsor, 
t he  son o f  Samuel Smith Hacdonell, i s  a r e l a t i v e  o f  the  Toronto Hacdonells 
whom b u d  v i s i t s .  He was one o f  the  heroes who put down the North West Rebel- 
1 i o n  (see L e t t e r  1, note 1) as a member o f  the Canadian permanent m i l  i t i a .  He 
l a t e r  became a Superintendent o f  the  Royal North West Mounted Po l i ce  and du r ing  
World War I a Brigadier-General (Wallace, HDCB), Lampman seems s l i g h t l y  con- 
cerned t h a t  Hacdonell may not  be away from the Hacdonell home w h i l e  Maud i s  
v i s i t i n g .  He mentions the  "huge b i g  fe l low" n ine  years l a t e r ,  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  
he has seen him i n  uni form a t  a recept ion  he attended a t  Government House i n  
Hal i f a x  i n  1897 ( ~ e t t e r  85). 



expect you soon - Saturday o r  a t  any ra te  Monday. I f you put i t  off t i l l  

Monday, be sure and not miss the t r a i n .  

Your lov ing 

xxxxx Spunk xxxx 

Kate wants me t o  say that  she wrote you a l e t t e r  add. t o  you a t  Stammers 

51. 419 Dundas S t r .  / Toronto / Ont. 

2 OTTAWA SP 19 89 FREE 

P.O. Dept. Ottawa 

19 Sept. 1889 

Dearest Chick 

I received your l a s t  l e t t e r  t h i s  morning. I sent you a t i c k e t  by Regis- 

tered l e t t e r  yesterday. I t  i s  good t i l l  Monday, so you can stay t i l l  then i f  

you wish. I hope however you w i l l  not get so fond o f  your f r iends tha t  you 

w i l l  regret  t o  come back t o  m e .  I am looking forward every day t o  your re- 

turn, Sweet Puss. 

Hinna returned yesterday, so my mind i s  re1 ieved on that  head. 

The weather i s  co ld  and cloudy; w i t h  a sense i n  i t  as o f  the approach of  

w in ter .  

Our Department i s  now i n  the new block.  We are a l l  cramed together l i k e  

sardines. There are 13 persons i n  my room. The roomwas intended for  8. 
1 

I 
The main post o f f i c e ,  i n  which Lampman worked, was opened i n  A p r i l ,  1876 

on the Plaza, fac ing Rideau S t .  (Lucien Brant, Ottawa Old and N e w  [Ottawa: 
H i s t o r i c a l  Information I n s t i t u t e .  19461. p. 172). The bu i l d i ng  was p a r t i a l l y  
destroyed by a f i r e  i n  1904 and subsequently repaired, added to, and used u n t i l  
the present Central Post Of f i ce  was completed i n  1938. Before 1904, however, 
there was no new construct ion on the s i t e .  Lampman must be re fe r r i ng  t o  some 
in te rna l  reorganization. 



I am glad you intended t o  take a walk i n t o  town. It would do you good 
not 

i f  you d id fa l low yourself  t o  get too t i r e d .  Much love t o  you dearest chick 

and many kisses 

Your lov ing  

xxxx Spunk xxxx 2 

52. [no date] 
1 

Hon t rea 1 

913 Dorchester S t r .  

Dearest Chick 

Having f a i l e d  i n  the hurry 6 confusion o f  landing a t  the Dalhousie Square 

Stat ion l a s t  n igh t  t o  get my postal  card o f f  I telegraphed t h i s  morning. This 

l e t t e r  I mail  so tha t  i t  may reach you tomorrow morning. 

M r .  L i gh tha l l  met me l a s t  n igh t  and spotted me a t  once. 

I f i nd  the L igh tha l l s  very hospi table k i nd l y  people, l i v i n g  i n  a comfort- 

able substant ia l  s t y l e .  There are  o l d  M r  and Mrs L i gh tha l l ,  two sons and a 

daughter. L ighthal  l himsel f  i s  a very k ind ly  pleasant fe l low considerably 

 ampnu nun received a l e t t e r  from Charles 6 .  D. Roberts w r i t t e n  on 10 Nov- 
e&er 1889 (see Appendix C , Le t t e r  4) . 

'connor reports that  Lampman spent the Easter o f  1890 (6 A p r i l )  w i t h  the 
L igh tha l l s  i n  b n t r e a l  and was l a t e r  t h e i r  host i n  Ottawa (p. 103). Wi l l iam 
Duow L igh tha l l ,  born i n  1857, was admitted t o  the Quebec Bar i n  1881. I n  1891 
he o r ig ina ted  and edi ted both Songs o f  the Great Dominion and Canadian Poems, 
la rge ly  t o  promote Canadian L i te ra tu re ,  the Society o f  which he founded. Mayor 
o f  Westmount from 1900-1903 and member of  numerous professional and c u l t u r a l  
clubs, he was a f u l l  member of  the English Canadian establishment. 



d i f f e r e n t  from the  man I had p i c t u r e d  to myself. 

It has been a miserable day bu t  I have seen something o f  the  b i g  c i t y .  

I t  i s  a f i n e  o l d  p lace s o l i d ,  s t o n e b u i l t ,  subs tan t ia l  and the  p u b l i c  b u i l d -  

ings espec ia l l y  the  churches very i n t e r e s t i n g .  I went i n t o  Notre Dame t h i s  

morning and heard some strange solemn music echoing ou t  of one o f  the  great  

gal  l e r i e s .  

I went t o  lunch w i t h  L i g h t h a l l  t o  the  house o f  a prominent l i t e r a r y  lady 

Hrs.   he id^ l t w a s  a gaudy lunch I f e e l  i t  s t i c k i n g  i n  my stomach s t i l l . -  

bu t  we had some good champagne Dear Chick - take care o f  your s o f t  and 

tendersel f  - and to -mor rw  

many k isses x x x x x 

I w i l l  w r i t e  you more again. 

xxx Your Spunk xxx 

53. c/o Angus D Hacdonell / 419 Dundas S t r .  / Toronto 

P.O. Dept. Ottawa 

2 Ju l y  1890 

Dearest Chick 

Pardon me t h a t  I d i d  not send you any l e t t e r  yesterday. I t r i e d  to, bu t  

I could not  get a stamp any where. 

Yesterday I took a long and d e l i g h t f u l  walk. I wish you had been w i t h  

me, bu t  you could not have endured the  mi les and the heat, though you would 

have enjoyed the  country through which I passed. I wa 

burgh, took the  f e r r y  t o  Gatineau Po in t  walked up t o  A 

East s i d e  o f  the  Gatineau, crossed by the  wagon br idge 

t u r n e d . t o  the  c i t y  by the Chelsea road and H u l l  - i n  a 

ked down t o  New Edin- 

onzo Wright 's  on the  

a t  l rons i des and re- 

1 about 10 mi les  I t  

' ~ n i d e n t i  f l e d .  



was b laz ing hot  - the ho t t es t  day yet ;  but not wi thout  a coo l ing movement of  

the a i r ,  and I was i n  f a i r l y  good condi t ion.  I had a dinner i n  town on my 

re turn  about 3'30 i n  the afternoon - co ld  meat and co ld  rhubarb p i e  - a l l  I 

could get a t  tha t  hour - which together w i t h  two cups of coffee, a glass o f  

ginger beer, two vast tumblers o f  co ld  water and another of  c l a r e t  and water 

somewhat recovered me from the weariness and heat of  the road. I n  the even- 

ing I d i d  a l i t t l e  work and read a l i t t l e ,  but my eye i s  not yet  q u i t e  sound. 

When I went t o  bed, a f t e r  my s o l i t a r y  day, f o r  I could f i n d  nobody t o  go 

w i t h  me, 1 concluded that  I would g ive a good deal t o  have a s igh t  o f  the be- 

loved chick,  my sweet companion, tha t  I might banish the fee l ing  o f  lonel iness. 

I enclose t o  you under another cover a l e t t e r  from Be l le  & another from 

L i t t l e  cousin Annie. 

X Your X 

X So l i t a r y  X 

X Spunk X 
1 

My best regards t o  Hr & Hrs HcD. Hiss tiaggie & the res t  

54 P.O. Dept, Ottawa 

4 Ju ly  1890 

Hy good Chick, 

I w r i t e  only a few words t h i s  morning. I f  you stay i n  Toronto t i l l  next 

week as I imagine you w i l l ,  t h i s  w i l l  reach you; i f  not, not. 1 received 

your dear l e t t e r  t h i s  morning, and I sympathize w i t h  you i n  your quandary as 

I See Appendix A, Le t te r  6: !laud's undated l e t t e r  o f  "Wednesday" w r i t t e n  
on 2 July.  1890 i s  the "dear l e t t e r "  Lampman subsequently refers to.  



t o  s tay ing  o r  re tu rn ing :  am glad a l s o  t h a t  you got  the  money from h s s r s .  

Harte. 

Do not  t i r e  yourse l f  Sweet; be l e i z u r e l y ;  take i t  easy. I f  you cannot 

get through what you propose i n  so many days, why s tay  longer; s tay t i l l  you 

do; on l y  take i t  easy. 

I s h a l l  go t o  the  t r a i n  to-morrow, and if I do not  f i n d  you I s h a l l  ex- 

pect  you e a r l y  next  week. 

Your l ov ing  

spunk1 

00s ton, Mass. 

46 Chestnut S t reet  

d 
23 Aug. '91 

I f e l t  very sad when I l e f t  you i n  the  t r a i n  yesterday. I could ha rd l y  have 

imagined i t  would have depressed me so much. We are  always together so 

s t e a d i l y ,  thou dear o l d  puss t h a t  i t  seems q u i t e  an awful t h i n g  f o r  us t o  be 

separated even f o r  a few days. I have hard ly  recovered my cheerfulness even 

ye t .  I .had ra ther  a dismal journey. My head aches & I got  l i t t l e  sleep; 

1 
Correspondence which occurred i n  1891 before Lampman's l e t t e r s  t o  Maud be- 

g i n  i*s fo l lows:  from Hamlin Garland, 16 January; from Wi l l i am W i l f r e d  Camp- 
be1 1, 23 January (see Appendix D, L e t t e r s  5-6) ; from Bl  i ss  Carman, 9 February 
and 10 August (see Appendix C ,  L e t t e r s  4-5). 



1 however when I ar r i ved  here, and got i n t o  the hands of M r .  I l es ,  a queer 

pleasant t a l ka t i ve  chap, I began t o  brace up. I was introduced t o  our land- 

lady, furnished w i t h  a la tch  key, and furnished w i t h  a room about the s i ze  o f  

a l l  our rooms a t  home put together. My room looks out behind i n t o  a b r i c k  

f loored & br ick-wal led yard almost hidden i n  flowers and blossoming creepers. 

This i s  a g lor ious o l d  country, and every homestead we passed on the rai lway 

as we neared Boston seemed bur ied i n  orchards. And the c i t y  i s  as I supposed 

i t  would be, very f i ne .  I t  i s  o ld ,  so l id ,  clean as a pin, g laddly bui l f i ,  and, 

what would please you f u l l  o f  s t ree t  cars. M r .  l l e s  and I, as soon as we had 

had our breakfast s a l l i e d  out and d i d  a very surpr is ing th ing:  we went t o  

church! To the church o f  the Holy T r i n i t y ,  a beau t i fu l  bu i ld ing,  designed by 

~ichardson, '  supposed t o  have been the f ines t  a rch i tec t  America has ever pro- 

duced. I t  i s  indeed a beau t i fu l  church, and the serv ice i s  j u s t  about as d u l l  

and sopo r i f i c  as that  a t  S F  John's, Ottawa. A f t e r  church we s t r o l l e d  over 

Boston common, a beau t i fu l  park i n  the midst o f  the c i t y ,  and up some o f  the 

f i nes t  s t reets .  I n  the afternoon M r .  l l e s  took me t o  the A r t  Gal lery, & l e f t  

me there. I spent most o f  the afternoon a t  t h i s  Gallery and studied some o l d  

'connor so describes him: "George I les, o f  Montreal and New York, w r i t e r  
of s c i e n t i f i c  books and subsequently donor o f  most o f  the money f o r  the pub- 
1 i ca t i on  o f  the posthumous e d i t i o n  o f  Lampman's co l lec ted  poems." (p. 103) 
Edward Thoinson, Lampman's host i n  Boston (see note 3 below) wr i tes  o f  l les j u s t  
previous t o  the poet 's v i s i t :  "He i s  interested i n  everything, f u l l  o f  l i f e  
and s p i r l t s ,  knows h i s  Boston we l l  and having p lenty  o f  l e i su re  can show you 
round places and bui ldings be t t e r  than any man I know." (1 1 August 1891, 
Bourinot, p. 62) Bourinot ident i f les him as a "wr i te r  o f  works on inventors 
and inventlons and a book of  Canadian Tales1', and quotes from a l e t t e r  l l e s  
wrote t o  him i n  1906: "You may remember the Lampman Memorlal Volume, issued by 
the l a t e  D r .  S.E. Dawson and other f r iends.  So shrewdly was It placed on the 
market tha t  i t  y ie lded a net p r o f i t  o f  $4200.00 w i t h  which Hrs. Lampman bought 
a homestead (p. 54) , 

2 ~ e n r y  Hobson Richardson (1838-1886) won an 1872 competit ion f o r  h i s  
design. 



I 

paint ings,  t o  my great sa t i s fac t ion .  Thonson3 took us t o  tea a b i g  ho te l  
we 

where whe had some f r i e d  mackerel a b o t t l e  o f  c l a r e t  and what Thomson denom- 

inated peach shortcake. a f t e r  t h i s  we sat  on a bench a t  the edge o f  the 

park & watched the s t ree t  cars pass i n  s o l i d  procession both ways crowded 

w i t h  people. I am now p re t t y  t i r e d  and ready for  bed Dear o l d  ching, be gay 

&happy,  for  I w i l l  soon be b a c k w i t h  you;- and I sha l l  b e w e l l  glad t o  be. 

Your lov ing  

Spl k 

56. [no date: 26 August \ 891, ~ednesdayl  

Boston, Mass. 

46 Chestnut S t r .  

Dearest Ching 
1 

This i s  wednesday and I th ink  o f  you preparing your dear s e l f  t o  go 

away t o  Toronto. I hope that  you may get there safely and soundly, and tha t  

you may not be 50 starved as I was when 1 ar r i ved  i n  Boston. I could not get 

a blessed t h i ng  t o  eat on the t r a i n  o r  anywhere, and had t o  content myself 

w i t h  smoking c igars 

You have no idea how k i nd  and hosp i t i b l e  these people are. They take me 

3~dward W i  1 1 iam Thomson (1 849- 1924) had a chequered career on both s i des 
o f  the border. Born i n  Toronto, he served i n  the Pennsylvania cavalry dur ing 
the American C i v i l  War, then i n  the Queen's Own R i f l e s  dur ing the Fenian r a i d  
i n  Canada, a f t e r  which he worked as a c i v i l  engineer and then as a j ou rna l i s t .  
Fol lowing h i s  eleven years as ch ie f  e d i t o r i a l  w r i t e r  on the Toronto Globe, he 
became an e d i t o r  o f  Youth's Companion, published i n  Boston (Wallace, - HDCB), 
Connor describes the re la t ionsh ip  between Thomson and Lampman as int imate, and 
as an enhancement t o  both t h e i r  careers (pp. 103-4). 

1 
Lampman sometimes addresses Maud as "Ching", a combination o f  two o f  h i s  

names f o r  her, "Ch ick" and "Th i ng. " 



the  
a l l  about and show me everyth ing,  and feed me a t  best  best ho te ls ,  and make 

me f e e l  almost uncomfortably comfortable. Host o f  the  people whom i t  i s  use- 

f u l  t o  meet a re  ou t  o f  town, bu t  I have come across some very d e l i g h t f u l  

fe l lows a l l  the  same. The gentleman who wrote no t h a t  n o t i c e  o f  me i n  the  

" ~ r a s s r i ~ t " , ~  introduced me a t  the  S! Botolph 's  c lub3 l a s t  evening, and we 

dined there.  He i s  a man whom I am very g lad  t o  know, f o r  h i s  genuine worth. 

And Thomson i s  e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  k i n d  and good He i s  going t o  take me down t o  

Nantucket on Saturday t o  get some sea bath ing.  We s h a l l  s tay there  t i l l  Wed- 

nesday. To Nantucket i s  a t r i p  o f  s i x  hours by sea. Tonight we are t o  go 

down t o  our  landlady 's  p lace a t  Plymouth f o r  a clam bake whatever t h a t  i s .  

d Our landlany, Mrs. Know1 ton, i s  a very magnif k e n t  person. On Fr iday M r .  

4 
Chambarlin wishes m e  t o  go ou t  t o  h i s  p lace a t  t he  Wellesley ~ i l l s , '  where 

 ampma man has misspel led the  T ransc r ip t  which, Thomson says i n  a l e t t e r  
t o  him, " i s  the  respectable paper and - the l i t e r a r y  d a i l y  here." J. E. Cham- 
b e r l i n ,  the  T ransc r ip t ' s  "Listener," had reviewed Lampman's work on n o t i c e  
o f  h i s  coming; Thomson had loaned h im Among the  M i l l e t .  About h i s  f r i e n d  
Chamber1 i n  Thomson says i n  the same l e t t e r  t h a t  he is "a very agreeable 

which i t  was located a t  115 
the b lock  (Waiter Muir Wh 
Press, 19663, p. 65). 

.4 
See note  2 above. 

' ln  l a r g e r  suburban We 

. - 
fe l low,  s incere,  simpleminded, and g r e a t l y  respected by the 1 i t e r a r y  people 
o f  Boston" ( ~ o u r i n o t  , p. 62) .  Joseph Edgar Chamber1 i n  was on the  e d i t o r i a l  
s t a f f  o f  Youth's Companion from 1890-1901 (Mott, I l l ,  p. 262).  

' ~ c v o t e d  t o  a r t s  and l e t t e r s ,  t he  d i n i n g  c lub  was founded i n  1880. From 
1887 t o  1941 i t  occupied a large,  handsome brownstone a t  4 Newbury S t . ,  a f t e r  

Commonweal t h  Ave. , more modest quarters around 
i t e h i l l ,  Boston  o or man: Un ive rs i t y  o f  Oklahoma 

I l e s l e y ,  an area about 19 km southwest o f  Boston. 



another very c lever l i t e r a r y  ind iv idua l  Hr.   or re^^ i s  t o  be met. 

I have not yet  had time t o  get to Concord o r  Salem, but must do so yet. Those 

are the most in te res t ing  places t o  the man o f  l e t t e r s  about here 

You would re j o i ce  i n  Boston. It suggests t o  a# Canadian a mixture of 

Toronto and Montreal only that  i t  i s  larger than the two of them put together. 

I n  the o l d  pa r t  o f  the c i t y  the s t reets  wind a l l  around everyway, and there 

are a l l  so r ts  o f  quaint  squares and nooks and a l leys .  The s t ree t  car service 

i s  very f f ne, and it i s  good fun t o  get on an e l e c t r i c  car anywhere a t  ran- 

dom and r i d e  f o r  mlles & miles thro '  crowded s t reets  and between beaut i fu l  

v i 1 1 as & ga rdens t i 1 1 you 1 and away out i n  the country . Then you tu rn  round 

S r t de  back again. I wish 1 had a large l i nen  envelope tha t  i t  might ho ld  a l l  

the kisses 1 wish t o  send you. Be carefu l  o f  yourse l f  swell7 chick, & th ink  

o f  me often, f o r  i am th ink ing o f  you 

Your 1 ov i ng 

Spunk 

'hadford Torrey, na tu ra l i s t ,  was a lso on the e d i t o r i a l  s ta f f  o f  Youth's 
Cornpanfun fram 1886 t o  1901 (Hott, I l t ,  p. 263). Short ly  a f t e r  Lampman's t r i p  
t o  Boston, Torrey sent him h i s  Rambler's lease. Later, as Connor notes, Lamp- 
man reviewed the book together w i t h  Torrey's second, The Footpath Way, i n  " A t  
the Hermald I nntg: 

"The author of the f i r s t ,  he said, was an o rn i t ho log i s t  not o f  the i n t e l -  
lect only but  o f  the heart.  I n  reviewing the second he found him 'a f i n e r  and 
more suggestive th inker than Burroughs, and more pleasing, i f  less b r i  11 i an t  
one than Thoreau,' 'He i s  not only a most minute and pa t ien t  observer a f t e r  - 
the pers is tent  manner o f  the habi ts o f  p lants and b i rds,  but a lso a l i t e r a r y  
a r t i s t  who possesses you w i th  h i s  s imp l i c i t y  sweetness and charm, a poet 
philosopher, s w f f t  t o  perceive and reveal the parable I n  every commonest oper- 
a t i o n  of nature, and a humorist o f  tha t  tenderly r e f l e c t i v e  so r t  whose j e s t i n g  -- i f  It Is not too rude a word f o r  anything so de l i ca te  -- leaves the mind 
i n  a gent le and genial sunshine.' ... Much of what he sa id  o f  Torrey might, 
indeed, have been sa id  o f  himself.  As pat ient  observers w r i t i n g  w i t h  thought- 
f u l  i n ten t ,  they had much i n  commonu (p. 118), 

7 ~ h e  term "swellu s t i l l  meant "of d i s t i nc t i on ,  f ine,  smart." 
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Dearest Puss. 

Last  n i g h t  Mr .  Thomson and 1 went down by steamer t o  Stoney Beach, a 

p o i n t  i n  the  coast above 7 o r  8 mi les  along Massachusetts Bay. We went a t  

t he  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  Mrs. K n w l t o n ,  M r .  Thomson's landlady, who has a l i t t l e  

sumner cot tage there, where she and Hiss Clarke, one o f  her  boarders, a re  

l i v i n g  through the  s u m r  months. They gave us clam chowder, a very excel- 

l e n t  d i sh  fo r  tea, and endeavoured t o  make me ea t  f resh  lobs te r  w i thou t  suc- 

cess. She haw1 the  lobs ters  out  o f  the  sea r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  o f  Mrs. Knowlton's 

door. a f t e r  tea Hrs. K. took us fo r  a d r i v e  some mi les along the  beach. For 

mi les  upon mi les  a l l  the  way from Boston t o  Nantasket & beyond, the  beach i s  

l i n e d  w i t h  h o t e l s  and boat c lub  establ ishments and summer residences. A t  

n igh t  a l l  these places are  l i t  up, a long g l imner ing  l i n e  o f  i l l u m i n a t i o n  

which w i t h  the  d i s t a n t  h a l o  o f  the c i t y  and the  l i g h t s  o f  t he  passing steamers 

p l y i n g  constant ly  makes a b e a u t i f u l  and f a i r y  l i k e  spectacle. We v i s i t e d  a 

1 M r .  & Hrs. Foote -2- musical and very charming people I n  the  morning M r .  

Thomson returned t o  h i s  o f f i c e ,  but  Mrs. Knowlton thought I had b e t t e r  s tay  

the day 6 get the  sea a i r  which I have done. We got a boat i n  the  forenoon, 

and p u l l e d  ou t  t o  a p i l o t  sh ip  o f f  the  beach, and i n v i t e d  ourselves aboard. 

The capta in  g h i s  w i f e  received and t rea ted  us very k i n d l y .  We watched an 

o l d  chap take up and empty h i s  l obs te r  t raps.  A f t e r  I went i n t o  the  L i f e  

1 
M r .  Henry Wilder F m t e  was a c o n t r i b u t i n q  e d i t o r  o f  Boston's small theo- - 

l o g i c a l  and l i t e r a r y  weekly U n i t a r i a n  Review which, sometime i n  1891 was suc- 
ceeded by the New Wor 1 d (Mot t , I I I , pp.-506-7) . 



Boat Sta t ion near by and examined the tack le  which was ra ther  in te res t ing  

I n  the afternoon I came back by boat t o  Boston. There was a dense fog and 

1 
our steamer had t o  feel her way along carefuuly, blowing her whis t le ,  which 

was j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  exc i t i ng .  Tomorrow M r .  Thomson and I are  going out  t o  

Mr .  Chamberlin's. I t  would be impossible t o  say what an exceedingly k ind  & 

hospi table man Mr.  Thomson i s .  He w i l l  not  permit me t o  spend anything wh i l e  

I am w i t h  him, but i ns i s t s  on buying my t i c ke t s  and everything else. He in-  

s i s t s  on tak ing me t o  Nantucket f o r  four days f o r  the seabathing and he w i l l  

permit me t o  pay for  nothing. I have not received any o f  those money l e t t e r s  
2 

yet, but you may feel easy. t sha l l  ce r t a i n l y  have some money, r es t  assured 

i n  a few days, & w i l l  send you some. Enjoy yourself  dearest among your 

f r iends d l e t  me know tha t  I am not having a l l  the good things t o  myself. 

Many, many kisses. 

Your dear o l d  ching 

Archie. 3 

58. 419 Dundas S t r .  / Toronto / Ont. Canada 
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Dearest Chicken. 

Do not be grieved if I have f a i l e d  t o  greet thee w i t h  e i t he r  l e t t e r  o r  

postcard f o r  3 days. I was away on the is land of  Nantucket 30 miles out i n  

'~am~rnan I s  expecting payment f o r  poems he has sold (see Let ters  61 and 
63). 

3~ampman received a l e t t e r  from J. E. Col l i ns  on 31 August 1891 (see Ap- 
pendix D, Le t t e r  7).  



the A t l a n t i c  Ocean, and I found no means t o  communicate. Even t h l s  morning 

I must w r i t e  b r i e f l y  fo r  i n  h a l f  an hour I am o f f  t o  Concord t o  examine the  

haunts & r e s t i n g  places o f  Emerson, Thoreau & Hawthorne I have had a splen- 

d i d  t ime f u l l  of  a l l  so r t s  o f  queer and d e l i g h t f u l  experiences, and have met 

numbers of charming people. B e t t e r  s t i l l  I have se t  i n  t r a i n  a scheme f o r  

coming t o  t h i s  country t o  l i v e . '  There i s  a poss ib le  opening f o r  me, which if 

i t  r e a l l y  pans out ,  w i l l  pe ' fc ise ly  s u i t  me. These th ings  a re  too  many and t o o  

voluminous t o  t e l l  i n  a l e t t e r .  Only when I am w i t h  you again, dear Puss, can 

I t e l l  you every th ing  tha t  I have seen & heard and ta l ked  o f f .  These people 

are  wonderfu l ly  k i n d  and apprec ia t ive .  I r e a l l y  begin t o  feel i n  Boston as f f  

I amounted t o  something and my l i f e  work was not e n t i r e l y  wasted. 

Th is  i s  Thursday. Tomorrow I w i l l  send you some money, unless f a t e  i s  

very severe. I do not  exact ly  know when I s h a l l  go back; when I decide I w i l l  

l e t  you know by telegram. Nany k isses you beloved Puss. Be ca re fu l  o f  your- 

s e l f  & enjoy you rse l f .  x x x 

x x x x Your husband x x x 

S - k 

59. 4+9-Bundas-Strr / Toronto / Bnts-Esnada / Niagara on the  Lake 
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jd Sept 1891 

1 arn sweat t h  i sk 
7 

E I wrote you a l e t t e r  i n  great  haste t h i s  morning, in tending t o  w r i t e  t h i s  

'see L e t t e r  59. 



1 
o the r  anniversary one when I got  back from Concord to -n igh t .  I t o l d  you the 

reason why you d i d  not  hear from me f o r  th ree o r  four days. 1 was a t  Sconset 

on the  I s land  o f  Nantucket, and the  weather being very bad2 I could not  eas- 

i l y  get  t o  a Post o f f i c e .  I j u s t  managed t o  send you one postcard. A t  Scon- 

se t  I made a valuable f r i e n d  D r  Ty le r ,  Professor o f  American H is to ry  a t  

Cornel l  Un ive rs i t y  who i s  going t o  use h i s  in f luence t o  get  me a Professor- 

sh ip  o f  Eng l ish  L i t e r a t u r e  o r  an Ass is tan t  Professorship e i t h e r  a t  Cornel l  o r  

some o the r  u n i v e r s i t y . )  Th is  would g i ve  me a sa la ry  o f  $1800 o r  $2000 a year 

' I t i s  the Lampmans' f o u r t h  anniversary. 

'connor s ta tes  t h a t  
" sho r t l y  a f t e r  they a r r i v e d  a prolonged storm swept along the  A t l a n t i c  

coast,  keeping them v i r t u a l l y  p r isoners  f o r  three days. At meal times i t  was 
necessary t o  put  on rubber-boots and ta rpau l i ns  and make a rush f o r  the  d i n i n g  
cottage. I n  the evenings they would a l l  congregate i n  one o f  the  cottages and 
there, be fore  a b laz ing  g ra te  f i r e ,  would have long t a l k s  on l i f e  and l i t e r -  
a t u r e "  (p. 105). 
The biographer a l s o  re la tes  t h a t  Lampman, who swam d a i l y  o f f  the  is land,  pushed 
h imse l f  beyond the  60 foo t  d rop-o f f  po in t  i n  a rough sea. Another bather  saw 
him i n  d i s t ress  and rescued him w i t h  d i f f i c u l t y ;  the  poet then lay  exhausted 
f o r  some time. 

The adventures a t  Nantucket do not  s top there, however. A blond actress 
from Boston a r r i v e d  and, Connor cont inues, "immediately became popular w i t h  
the  men, and Lampman and a clergyman, Rev. Warren Par t r idge,  began t o  be t w i t -  
ted  about a sudden i n t e r e s t  they had developed i n  the  w i l d  f lowers of the  
d i s t r i c t  as soon as the actress had expressed a fondness i n  going f o r  walks i n  
search o f  them" (p. 106) . 

3 1 ' ~ i s  Boston f r i ends  present ly  expressed t h e i r  apprec ia t ion  i n  a p r a c t i c a l  
way ,I1 Connor observes, 

"They ta l ked  o f  h i s  leav ing Canada, and D r .  Ty le r  thought he might get  h im 
an ass i s tan t  professorship a t  Cornel l .  I t  was pleasant t o  t h i n k  t h a t  he had 
found congenial, k indred s p i r i t s  across the border, and, i n  s p i t e  o f  t a l k  of 
'Canada f o r  Canadians,' i t  d i d  seem as though they were appreciated less a t  
horn than abroad. There was, therefore, a good deal o f  p lanning i n  the  Lamp- 
man household, f o r  the  poet 's  w i f e  was as eager as he f o r  removal t o  an Amer- 
ican u n i v e r s i t y  town" (pp. 108-9). 
Upon h i s  r e t u r n  t o  Ottawa, Lampman wrote t o  Thomson 

"My w i f e  was immensely pleased w i t h  the  P ro fesso r ia l  c a s t l e  i n  the  a i r  
and w i t h  the  joyous i n s t i n c t  o f  the  zealous housewife proceeded f o r t h w i t h  t o  
map ou t  the  d e t a i l s  o f  a t r a n s f e r  from Ottawa t o  I thaca.  I hope t h a t  i t  may 
indeed be!" (16 September 1891, Davies, p. 111) 
See Appendix D, L e t t e r  8, from Moses Coi t T y l e r  t o  Lampman (2 January 1892). 



wi th  nearly 5 months ~ a c a t i o n . ~  This plan of course m y  f a l l  through, b u t  

i t  i s  I th ink  very l i k e l y  t o  succeed. D r .  Ty ler  i s  one of the f inest  dearest, 

o l d  fel lows you ever saw, and he i s  very much pleased w i t h  me, which o f  course 

adds t o  h i s  Excellence Mr .  Thomson i s  very anxious f o r  me t o  stay as long 

as I can, and I can see tha t  every day of  my stay here i s  a benef i t  t o  me, 

and strengthens my chances o f  success i n  various ways .5  I sha l l  stay t i  1 1  

knday  anyway and perhaps the whole o f  the time. I am expecting money every 

day and to-morrow I sha l l  send you some, if I have t o  borrow i t .  1 am cer- 

t a i n  t o  get money i t  i s  on ly  the delay. Good bye dear Pet. God bless you 

on our anniversary; and give you happy thoughts o f  i t  and o f  our happy 1 i f e  

together. Take care o f  yoursel f  and remember that  wherever I go, I th ink 

o f ten  and anxiously of my beloved who i s  f a r  from me. 

Your lov ing husband 

S - K  

60. 4i9-Bandas-Str; / Toronto / Ont., Canada / Niagara-on-the Lake 
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4 This salary i s  approximately twice what Lampman was receiv ing a t  the Post 
Office, whi le  the hol iday per iod i s  some f i v e  times as long. No wonder, then; 
that  Maud's response t o  the prospect was so enthusiast ic.  

 ampma man i s  both doubtful and defensive about the length of h i s  t r i p s  
from home (see Letters 58, 62, and especial l y  102). Probably he tends t o  stay 
away longer than he i n i t i a l l y  out1 ines t o  k u d .  i n  her l e t t e r  of 18 September 
1889 she reproaches him: 

'?I feel j u s t  l o s t  i n  Ottawa except when I am w i t h  you which you must re- 
member i s  on ly  a small por t ion  o f  the time.... They [ f r iends and re la t i ves ]  
are a l l  crazy f o r  us t o  come and l i v e  I n  Toronto oh how 1 wish I could you 
must keep your eyes open f o r  somethtng here f o r  my sakett (Appendix A, Le t t e r  
4) 



Dearest Ching. 

This morning before I go out, I sha l l  w r i t e  you a 1 i t t l e  l e t t e r .  I have 

received your l e t t e r s  and postcards, and I am a f ra i d  from the i  r tone tha t  you 

are not a l together i n  good s p i r i t s .  Let your fr iends take possession o f  you 

and surround you w i t h  good humour, and then not only yourse l f ,  but  I w i l l  

f ee l  more happy. Tonight Mr .  Thomson and I are going out t o  dine w i t h  M r .  

Clay a grandson of  the great Henry clay,' and one o f  the Edi tors  of "Youth's 

 omp pan ion".^ Tomorrow M r .  J.E. Chamber1 i n  w i  1 1  take possession o f  me again, 

and on knday ,  we are t o  dine w i t h  Professor Tyler .  As I t o l d  you I went t o  
the 

Concord yesterday, where I was enterta ined by the wheelers , 3  one o f  o r i g i n a l  

fami l ies  o f  Concord, who came there over 200 years ago. They drove me round 

and showed me everything and t reated me i n  a most f r i end l y  manner. I saw 

4 
Walden Pond, the o l d  Manse, the b a t t l e  monuments, Wayside and the graves o f  

one 
Emerson Thoreau and Hawthorne. It i s  the of the l ove l i es t  places i n  the wide 

l~homas Hart Clay; see Le t te r  61. 

%ha people Lampman meets i n  Boston, Thomson's c i r c l e ,  are a l l  i n  one way 
o r  other associated w i t h  the Youth's Companion, which published twenty-six 
Lampman poems (5 November 1891 - 6 A p r i l  1899). The juven i les '  weekly, im- 
mensely popular, was the second American magazine a f t e r  Ladies Home Journal t o  
reach a c i r c u l a t i o n  f i gu re  o f  h a l f  a m i l l i o n ;  i t s  es ta te  was valued a t  two and 
a h a l f  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s - i n  1899 (Mott, I V ,  pp. 16 and 79). The per iod ica l  was 
not a p a r t i c u l a r l y  d ist inguished o r  progressive 1 i terary  pub1 i ca t  ion. I t s  
e d i t o r i a l  po l i c i es  were shaped by the magazine's o r i g i n a l  (1827) object ives:  
I I t o  warn against the ways o f  transgression, e r ro r  and ru in ,  and a l l u r e  t o  those 
o f  v i r t u e  and piety ' '  (Mott, 1 1 ,  p. 263). On the death o f  Lincoln, the Coman- 
ion said, "We are sorry that  he should have received h i s  death-wound i n  a 
t K a t  re1# ( IU. , p. 200) . 

3 ~ n i d e n t i f i c d .  
4 
The Concord home i n  which Nathaniel Hawthorne and h i s  new w i fe  l i v e d  very 

happi ly  from 1842 t o  1845. The author 's Mosses from an Old Hanse, a c o l l e c t i o n  
o f  short  stories,-was published i n  1846 (A l len Johnson and Dumas Halone, eds. 
Dict ionary o f  American Biography [New York: Charles Scribner, 19601, Vol. I V ,  
p. 426). 



wor ld  - i s  Concord - so qu ie t ,  so f u l l  of  beauty i n  i t s  trees, i t s  f i e l d s  6 

i t s  h i l l s  and i t s  l i t t l e  sleepy r i v e r ,  and i f  you could see the  graves o f  

those th ree wonderful men you would say t h a t  i t  was the  f a i r e s t  p lace you 

could imagine t o  be bu r ied  in .  This morning I am going t o  c a l l  on the  Hough- 

ton H i f f l i n  b Co, Publ ishers,  and on the  E d i t o r  o f  the A t l a n t i c  Honthly. 3 

Thomson i s  a wonderful k i n d  f e l l o w  - you cannot imagine how generous and 

k ind.  ah, ch ick  i f  I could o n l y  have you here t o  go about the  s t r e e t s  o f  t h i s  

f i n e  o l d  c i t y .  But i t  must be another time. Many b many k isses xxx 

Your ever l o v i n g  

Archie 

61. 419 Dundas S t r .  / Toronto / Ont. / Can. 
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Boston, Mass. 

46 Chestnut S t r .  

5 Sept. 1891 

S~ampman wanted t o  fee l  ou t  the  i n t e r e s t  o f  the pub l isher  i n  h i s  intended 
second volume, L y r i c s  o f  Earth, which he completed the fo l l ow ing  summer. Hough- 
ton H i f f l i n ,  t he  f i r s t  t o  whom he submitted the  manuscript, h e l d  i t  f o r  four 
months and then re jec ted  i t  (connor, p. 166) . 

H. E. Scudder, the  E d i t o r  o f  the  A t l a n t i c  Monthly, had publ ished Lampman's 
poem "Snawbirdsl' i n  January 1891. S ix  l e t t e r s  from Lampman t o  Scudder a re  
he ld  i n  the  Douglas L i b r a r y  Archives, Queen's Un ive rs i t y .  Dated from May 1892 
t o  June 1895, they concern Lampman's attempts t o  f i n d  a pub l isher  f o r  h i s  
second volume; the  poet appeals t o  Scudder as an adv isor  and c r i t i c .  

Here a t  any r a t e  the ra the r  buoyant Lampman i s  on business rounds attempt- 
I ng  t o  "boom" h imse l f  and h i s  work. As he t e l l s  Maud i n  t he  succeeding l e t t e r ,  
"My stay here w i l l  open one o r  two more sources o f  money making f o r  me, a 
t h i n g  which no doubt you w i l l  be g lad  t o  hear." This instance of entrepren- 
u r i a l  s p i r i t  i s  ra re  i n  the annals o f  Lampman. 



Poor Ching. 

1 
F Yet another l e t t e r  and I send you no money; but I have w r i t t e n  t o  Scrib- 
I 

ners t o  send me the cheque a t  once That w i  1 l fetch then. I had intended t o  

borrow enough of  M r .  Thomson, but he has run short .  I have s t i l l  $4 but I 

sha l l  need i t .  

When I do send you the money, I w i l l  send you a good round sum, and you 

must buy your f lannels and tha t  screen, and as much more as the cash w i l l  

cover. My stay here w i  11 open one o r  two more sources o f  money making f o r  me, 

a th ing  which no doubt you w i l l  be glad t o  hear. 

I spent a pleasant evening a t  M r .  Clay 's.  M r .  and Mrs. Clay are only 

moderately we l l  o f f ;  but they belong t o  two of those o l d  haughty southern fam- 

i l i e s  who always car ry  an a i r  o f  d i s t i n c t i o n  about w i t h  them M r .  Clay i s  a 

f i ne  a r i s t oc ra t  w i t h  the grand old-fashioned courtesy, which one so ra re ly  

sees . 
t 

Tonight I go t o  Hr. Charnberlinls f o r  dinner and afterwards t o  the S.  

Botolph Club t o  meet various ind iv idua ls .  

Dear chicken, Many kisses t h i s  morning t o  you. x x x x , more than the 

pen can Indicate. When I get home I have many things t o  say. 

Your lov ing 

SP. 

l s c r i bne r t s  had purchased three poems tha t  year, a l l  sonnets: "Night," 
pub1 ished i n  Apri  1 ( i n  Poems) ; " In  Absence," pub1 ished i n  August (Poems); - and 
"Voices of  Earth," publ ished i n  October (A lc  one). The $25 money order he rY- l a t e r  sends Maud ( ~ e t t e r  63) i s  most 1 ike  Y not the t o t a l  amount o f  the cheque 
he al ludes to.  since he r;;eivcd $10 from.Century two years previous for  h i s  
sonnet " H ~ s i c ~ ~  one can surmise tha t  the amount i n  t h i s  case was a t  least  $30 
i n  payment f o r  both the August and October pub l ica t ions.  
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6 Sept. 1891 

My Sweet Puss. 

I received your l e t t e r  t h i s  morning, my dear, but I do not understand 

why you have been so much wi thout  l e t t e r s  from me. I have w r i t t e n  t o  you 

every day w i t h  the exception o f  the three when I was a t  Nantucket, and could 

not w r i t e .  The l a s t  two days have been rainy and dismal, exceedingly so. 

Last n ight  we spent a t  Wellesley H i l l s  w i t h  M r .  Chamberlin, whose w i f e  and 

fami ly - very n ice people - have returned from the country. 

This afternoon I went and inspected Bunker H i l l  and i t s  monument where 

the famous bat t 1 e was fought . 
Tomorrow we are going t o  Harvard w i t h  D r  Tyler  t o  see the houses of 

L o n g f e l l w  and Lowell. 

I do not yet  know on what day I sha l l  return.  -- not a t  any ra te  t i l l  1 

get some money, and have sent you some. I may as wel l  stay t i l l  I have f i n -  

ished up a l l  the things that  are proposed f o r  me. 

This v i s i t  w i l l  do me an immense good i n  many ways. I have made valuable 
even 

f r iends,  and i f  nothing comes o f  i t  a t  once, something important w i l l  a r i se  
A 

from i t  i n  the end. 

This i s  Sunday, but I have not  gone t o  church. You w i l l  be glad t o  know 

however tha t  I went t o  church both the other Sundays Keep a good cheer, 

chick. I never f a i l  t o  t h i nk  o f  the good madam, many times a day - Kisses 

Your lov ing 

Archie 



I t  i s  p i t y  you could not go t o  S! Cath. ' fo r  a day o r  two, but  of course 

do not i f  you fear for your heal th.  

63. 4i9-Bandas-Str / Toronto / Ont. Canada / 19 Charles S t  
1 
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46 Chestnut S t r .  

8 Sept. '91 

Dea res t Puss . 
A t  1 as t I have recei ved the money, and send you herew i t h  a money order 

for  $25, which you may use as you wish. 

Yesterday was very ra iny and we hardly s t  i r red out. This morning the 

weather changed, and I have been walking about the c i t y .  M r .  Charnberlin took 

me t o  a queer o l d  a l e  house o f f  one of  the o l d  s t reets ,  up a very narrow 

crooked a l l e y  - an a l e  house which has been i n  operation ever since 1795. 

Boston i s  almost as queer and quaint as Quebec one f inds a l l  sor ts  o f  

I queer nooks and corners, and there are many more o l d  bu i ld ings preserved 

th ink  than i n  Montreal, although 1 fancy Montreal i s  the o lder  c i t y .  

M r .  Thomson i s  anxious t o  see a photograph o f  you, and as I am requ 

t o  furn ish Professor Tyler  w i t h  a photograph o f  myself, we sha l l  ce r ta in  

have t o  get some when we get back t o  Ottawa. 

i red 

1 Y 

Boston i s  i n  most respects a f r i g h t f u l l y  expensive place t o  l i v e  in, but  

' s t .  Catharines, Ontario. 

' k u d  has moved on from the Macdonell s t o  the Gambles . 
2 ~ e c  Le t t e r  61, note I. 



some things are cheep. 1 bought a p a i r  o f  c o l l a r s  t h i s  morning f o r  twenty 

f i v e  cents. F r u i t  i s  rather cheep, and f u rn i t u re  i s  cheep, but c lo th ing  and 

food are dear, very dear, and rent  i s  damnable. 3 

1 was a t  the wharf t h i s  morning watching people unloading a shipload of 

bananas. Bananas here are 10 cents a dozen, peaches 50 and 75 cents a basket 

- a dinner a t  a hote l  i n  Boston costs you about $1.50. When M r .  Thomson 

f i r s t  came t o  Boston he went one day t o  a hote l  and ordered himself a real  

f i ne  dinner w i t h  a b o t t l e  o f  good c l a re t ,  and what do you suppose they 

charged him? $4.151 Well goodbye, Sweet - Many kisses. xxx---------------- 

I sha l l  come home on Sunday, I th ink ,  but w i l l  l e t  you know l a t e r .  

Your lov ing 

S - K  

64. 4+9-Bandas-Str / Toronto / Ont. Canada / 19 Charles S t  
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9 Sept. 1891 

Dearest one, 

I have your l a s t  postcard, and am simply exasperated about my l e t t e r s .  

They could not - h a l f  o f  them - have reached you. I have w r i t t e n  you a l e t t e r  

; o r  postcard - i n  almost a l l  cases a l e t t e r  - every day but three since I l e f t  

C 
3~ year and a h a l f  l a t e r  during h i s  second t r i p  t o  Boston, Lawman t e l l s  

k u d  tha t  Thomson's house, "a n ice  one, but not very large, s i tua ted  9 miles 
out  o f  Boston:' rents f o r  $50 a month ( ~ e t t e r  67). 



2 Ottawa. and onr of  them must have gone astray. '  I hope the l e t t e r  I wrote 

yesterday w i l l  go safely. I t  contained a money order for  $25 

I d id  a l i t t l e  shopping yesterday. Bought a few l i t t l e  things f o r  ching. 

There are  some very a l l u r i n g  china shops here -- and cheap. 

one o f  the most beau t i fu l  things about Boston i s  "The Common" and the 

Publ ic  Garden. The common, "Boston Common" i s  a large park, f u l l  of grand o l d  

elm trees w i t h  a pond and a l i t t l e  h i l l  i n  the midst. I t  i s  a charming spot 

on t h i s  b r i g h t  mornings. The Publ ic  Gardens are a lso very f i ne .  Beau t i f u l l y  

l a i d  out  w i t h  a l l  manner o f  f lowers f am i l i a r  and strange, trees o f  many coun- 

t r i e s ,  and a so r t  o f  f a i r y  l i k e  l i t t l e  a r t i f i c i a l  lake i n  the middle o f f  i t ,  

crossed by a picturesque bridge. I wish I had you here Pet even f o r  an a f te r -  

MXM that  we might wander through these places. But never mind, when I become 

a Univers i ty  Professor, we sha l l  v i s i t  Boston, and see every th ing.  - and we 

sha l l  spend a summer a t  Nantucket. I am t r y i n g  t o  persuade flr. Thomson t o  

spend a day o r  two w i t h  us when hecomesto Canada next winter ,  and perhaps he 

may. S t i l l  preserve yoursel f ,  dear one and do not be melancholy. I n  a very 

few days now I sha l l  be home. I suppose I sha l l  reach Ottawa on Sunday some- 

time. I w i l l  l e t  you know. k n y  kisses Pet. xxxx ----------------- 
Your lov ing 

Spunk 

kmorandum. 

I sha l l  leave Boston a t  9 o 'c lock  Saturday morning and reach Ottawa a t  

 he l e t t e r s  from Boston i n  t h i s  co l l ec t i on  are dated 23 August, 28 Aug- 
ust ,  3 September, a second 3 September, and 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9 September. One 
undated l e t t e r  f a l l s  between 23 and 28 August. 



l2.15 Saturday n ight .  

You had be t te r  not re turn  on Saturday, Dear. I have been so l a t e  i n  

sending you the money that  you w i l l  need a day o r  two longer t o  do your shop- 

ping. Stay t i l l  i t  i s  done. Do not  hurry,  unless i t  i s  convenient. I can 

go up t o  your fathers or  somewhere overnight. 

Your lov ing 

Spunk 

E d i t o r i a l  Rooms. 

The Youth's Companion, 

Boston, Mass. 

21 A p r i l ,  1893 

Dearest tbdam, 
2 

I a r r i ved  i n  t h i s  c i t y  pe r f ec t l y  safe and sound. Mr. Thomson had mistaken 

the day named i n  my l e t t e r ;  so I d i d  not f i n d  him a t  the s t a t i o n  However I 

made my way t o  West Newton wi thout  any trouble. I t  was pouring ra in ,  and I 

was as we l l  pleased not t o  have brought Thomson i n t o  Boston on such a n ight .  

1 
Let te rs  from B l i ss  Carman, Ernest Voorhis, Isabel le  Lampman Voorhis, 

Hoses Col t  Ty ler ,  Wi l l iam Dean Howells, Annie Lampman, G i lbe r t  Parker, and 
J. E. Wetherell were received during the oreceding i n te r va l .  See the in t roductory  
~ ~ c h r o n o l o g l c a l  l i s t  o f  a l l  correspondence i n  the co l lec t ion .  The poet 's  
Christmas card o f  1891, done i n  conjunction w i t h  Duncan Campbell Scot t ,  i s  
the occasion of  a hol iday note t o  Lampman's mother (see Appendix B, Le t t e r  Sa). 
Scott sent b u d  a hol iday l e t t e r  (see Appendix C, Le t t e r  8). 

2 
Lampman's sa lu ta t ion  t o  h i s  wi fe  has changed. A year and a ha l f  has 

passed s ince h i s  re tu rn  from h i s  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  Boston. 



I got my meals rather i r r egu la r l y  yesterday. The t r a i n  a t  Ottawa was 40 

minutes la te ,  and 1 had not time t o  get anything a t  Montreal. i n  fact  I was 

obl iged t o  f as t  t i l l  1 o 'c lock,  when I found a restaurant a t  Newport on the 

United States s ide and had some dinner ba l ted  i n  a hurry I got another hasty 

meal a t  5 o 'c lock away down i n  New Hampshire somewhere. Af ter  that  1 f e l t  
been 

be t te r  and somewhat re l ieved o f  the prodigious headache which had begn gnawing 

on me a l l  day. When t reached Thomson's I gave him a great surprise. A 

handful o f  crackers and a glass o f  g i n  & water s t i l l  f u r ther  heartened me. I 

lay  down i n  bed, and woke t h i s  morning wi thout having moved a mussi~e. I lay 

absolutely as I was when I f e l l  asleep. 

Already t h i s  morning I begin t o  feel  the exh i la ra t ing  atmosphere o f  Bos- 

ton 

now 

1 i v  

. I do not wish t o  l i v e  here, but I do l i k e  t o  spend a week o r  two here 

and then. Judging from some t a l k  I had w i t h  Mrs. Thomson t h i s  morning 

ing i n  Boston i s  almost out o f  the question. 1 have been t a l k  f o r  the 

l a s t  ha l f  hour o r  so w i t h  poor Mr. Chamberlin, who l o s t  h i s  dearest c h i l d  only 

a few weeks ago. He l o s t  h i s  e ldest  & f avo r i t e  c h i l d  a son, about 3 years ago. 

He i s  very much depressed. He i s  the sweetest- hearted man I ever met. 

Good chick and poor l i t t l e  ~ a t t e r s ~  I thought of you a t  :gcyious hours o f  the 
we 

day yesterday, and pic tured t o  myself what you were about. When wer reached 

Concord, a t  a l i t t l e  before 6 o 'c lock,  I said t o  myself: now Natters i s  shout- 

ing and kicking up a great fuss, because her tea i s n ' t  ready 

Give my love and several kisses t o  Natters, and take a large number of 

Z ' i~at ters ' i  i s  one o f  Lampman's pet names f o r  the couplets f i r s t  chi l d ,  
Natal ie. Born on 11 January 1892, she i s  a t  t h i s  time j u s t  over f i f t e e n  
months o l d .  B e l w  he re fers  t o  her as "Nats." 



the same f o r  yourself .  M r .  and Mrs. Thomson, enquired for  you. M e n  I went 

t o  bed I found the two l i t t l e  p ic tures o f  Nats put up on my bureau. 

Your a f fec t iona te  

Spunk 

YOU had be t t e r  go 6 see o l d  Berry3-- 87 Nelson Street  -- and get him t o  take 

o f f  the windows 6 s p l i t  up some wood. I f  he cant do the windows alone t e l l  

him t o  get someone t o  he lp  him. I t  would not pay f o r  him t o  break them. 
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E d i t o r i a l  Rooms. 

The Youth's Companion, 

Boston, Mass. 

22 A p r i l ,  1893 

!fares t 
Chick, 1 

I am keeping new hours here. The Thomson's have breakfast a t  a quarter 

t o  seven, and get up a t  s i x .  We go t o  bed promptly a t  ten. I am very wel l  

t h i s  morning - my head e n t i r e l y  c lear  o f  any ache. I th ink  the a i r  o f  Boston 

agrees w i t h  me, perhaps however i t  i s  merely the e f fec t  o f  the change. I fee l  

g u i l t y ,  Dear, i n  loa f ing  about here ge t t i ng  res t  and be t t e r  heal th,  wh i le  you 

are worrying a t  home. I hope, however, t o  see you take your tu rn  i n  the 

summer 

'unidenti f ied, although M r .  Berry i s  obviously a neighbour who acts as a 
handyman. 

 ampma man uses h i s  o l d  sa lu ta f  ion a few t i m s  and then se t t l es  on "Dear 
Madam" o r  "Dear k u d "  i n  the remainder o f  these l e t t e r s .  



2 I saw the Ed i to r  o f  the A t l a n t i c  Monthly yesterday, and am i n v i t e d  t o  

dine a t  h i s  place on Monday. 

The Thornsons are very kind. Mrs. Thomson i s  a very sweet natured so r t  of  

woman. Thomson's son Verney, i s  studying law a t  Harvard. Mrs. Thomson and 

her son are intensely devoted t o  Toronto. They hate Boston, w i t h  an eloquent 

hatred, and they propose t o  go back t o  the o l d  home c i t y  
I 

I hope th ings are ge t t i ng  on we l l ,  and tha t  L i t t l e  rascal,  f o r  whom some 

kisses are herewith conveyed, i s  behaving he rse l f .  

3 Write soon i n  order that  I may know how you both are. My love t o  Les l ie .  

Good Ching, 

Your af fect ionate 

Archie 
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E d i t o r i a l  Rooms. 

The Youth's Companion, 

Boston, Mass. 

2 ~ e e  Le t t e r  60, note 5. In h i s  l e t t e r  t o  Horace Scudder dated 25 May 
1893 Lamprnan wr i tes ,  

"I enclose some verses which are ra ther  d i f f e r e n t  from anything I have 
h i t h e r t o  sent you. They are intended t o  represent -- i n  an exaggerated way 
o f  course -- what we are coming to, if the present developments o f  machinery 
continues under the present soc ia l  and economic condit ions. But perhaps you 
do not go i n  f o r  that  so r t  o f  th ing"  (Peter Grieg, "A Check L i s t  o f  Lampman 
t4anuscript Mater ia l  i n  the Douglas L ibrary  ~ r c h i v e s ,  Part I I  ,I' Douglas ~ i b r a r ~  
Notes 15 [Winter 19671, p .  13). - 
Evident ly the verses Lampman refers t o  are "The C i ty  o f  the End o f  Things," 
w r i t t e n  i n  June and August of 1892. Scudder d i d  go i n  for  it, and published 
the poem i n  the March 1894 A t l a n t i c  Monthly. 

S ~ e s l  i e  Dakin. 



24 Apri 1 1893 

Dearest Madam, I 

As I have not heard anything from you t h i s  morning I conclude tha t  you do 

not know where t o  address. Any l e t t e r s  addressed, "Care of E.W. Thomson, 
Mass. ," 

++Youthis Companion, Boston w i l l  reach me. 

Yesterday Mr .  Thomson and I took a walk i n  the morning, and i n  the a f t e r -  

noon we went w i  t h  two young fr iends o f  Thomson 's ,  M r .  Hwe and M r .  Thompson, 1 

t o  Newton Lower  fall^,^ and went i n t o  the woods and gathered w i l d  flowers. We 

a lso v i s i t e d  M r .  Chamber1 in ,  who l i ves  theXe. 

Mrs. Thomson has been g i v i ng  me a good deal o f  information about the cost 

o f  1 i v i n g  here. ~ 8 Y r  may gain some idea of  the s ta te  o f  things, when 1 t e l l  

you tha t  M r .  Thomson pays for  h i s  house, a n ice  one, but not very large, s i t -  

uated 9 miles out o f  Boston, $50 a month. Meat costs 28 cents a pound and 

servants wages are $4.=a week.) Most other things are i n  proport ion.  I 

guess we are we l l  enough o f f  where we are. 
4 

'Hark Anthony de Wolfe Hwe, l a t e r  the Vice President o f  the A t l an t i c  
b n t h l y  Company and author o f  The A t l a n t i c  Month1 and I t s  Makers, Boston, 1919 
( b t t ,  Ill, p. 272; 1 1 ,  p. 493)."s Companion 
from 1888 t o  1893 and from 1899 t o  1913 (Mott, I l l ,  pp. 262 and 272). Charles 
Hirter Thompson came from the Boston Advert iser t o  the e d i t o r i a l  s t a f f  of  Youth's 
Companion i n  1890, and was the Ed i to r  o f  the weekly from 1911 u n t i l  1925 when 
i t s  company was sold t o  the A t l a n t i c  Monthly Company. 

 bout 17 km southwest of  Boston, the area i s  a t  the western t i p  of  Newton. 

'see Le t t e r  8, note 5. 
4 

Lampman i s  bu i l d i ng  a case against the idea o f  l i v i n g  i n  the U.S. (see 
Le t te r  65, note 2) .  Connor t e l l s  us tha t  a t  t h i s  time there was a proposal 
for  Lampmn 

" to  go t o  Boston as a reader on the s t a f f  of  'The Youth's Companion'; a t  
$1000 a year. This would have been augmented by h i s  w r i t i ng ,  from which he 
was making a t  the time a t  least  $300 a year. Had he been alone he would have 
accepted a t  once, but he hes i ta ted t o  subject h i s  w i f e  and c h i l d  t o  poverty"  
(p. 166) a 

We learn i n  Lampman's November 1893 l e t t e r  t o  Be1 l e  (see Appendix B, Le t t e r  2) 
tha t  h i s  Post O f f i ce  salary was increased t o  $1100. 



Thomson th lnks I may s e l l  my Essay on ~ e a t s . '  I intend t o  t r y .  i t  i s  

rather too long for  a magazine: but  might be published i n  a small book as a 

monograph. 

Wri te m e  a l e t t e r ,  Dear, and t e l l  me how good l i t t l e  Nats i s  -- poor l i t- 

t l e  Nats.-- I th i nk  of you & her, when I see women, occasional ly car ry ing 

babies i n  t h e i r  arms i n  t h i s  huge roar ing Boston, and I wonder how you are. 

Hrs. Chamberlin has a son 7 weeks old, which I had i n  my arms a moment yester- 

day - a f i n e  l i t t l e  soul f i t  seemed q u i t e  contented. 

Your a f fec t iona te  

Love t o  Hother 6 Be l l e  & Les l i e  S unk 9- 

Youth's Companion 

Boston, Hass 

27 A p r i l  1893 

Dearest Chick, 

I expect t o  re tu rn  on Saturday; and unless I l e t  you know t o  the contrary 

you may expect m then. I w i l l  leave a t  9 o 'c lock i n  the forenoon and reach 

Ottawa a t  12.15 a t  n igh t .  

I took dinner on Monday evening a t  M r .  Scudder's i n  Cambridge, and l a s t  

51n the ear l y  autumn o f  1892 Lampman had been i nv i t ed  t o  del i ve r  a lec tu re  
on b a t s  i n  Kingston, and a t  t ha t  po in t  h i s  Boston fr iends wanted him t o  re- 
peat i t  i n  t h e l r  c i t y .  When he d i d  present the paper i n  Kingston i n  January 
1893 the poet was stopped a f t e r  two hours; someone was snoring i n  the back 
seats ( ~ e s b i t t ,  "Lampman and O'Dowd," p. 54).  The lec tu re  was not given i n  
Boston. "Lacklng the a b i l i t y  t o  de l i ve r  a lec tu re  e i t h e r  extempore o r  from 
memory,  ampma man] doubted i t s  e f f e c t  i f  read,'' s tates Connor, "and though M r .  
Scudder . . . gave i t  praise as a lec ture  he d i d  not buy it" (p. 166). The 
paper was f i r s t  pub1 ished i n  1946 as "The Character and Poetry o f  Keats" w i  t h  

1 a prefa tory  n o t e  by E.  K. Brown (un ive rs i t y  -- of Toronto ~ ~ a r t = ; ~ ~  15: July, 
, 
I 

1946) . 
$ 



night  w i t h  Mr.  

had lunch w i t h  

t o  lunch w i t h  

Chamber1 i n  and Mr .  Torreyl a t  We1 les ley  H i  11s. Yesterday I 

2 the o l d  poet & 1 i t t e r a t e u r  Hezekiah Bu t t ewo r th  and day I am 

A r l o  ~ a t e s , ~  one of  the younger Boston D i v i n i t i e s  

i r e  
I have been going round too much, and am considerably t r I e ,  and I have 

moreover caught cold. I fee l  the gr ippe s t i l l  l i nge r i ng  i n  my bones. I have 

enjoyed myself, as I am always sure t o  do here, but I sha l l  be glad t o  get 

home. 

I am w r i t i n g  t h i s  a t  West Newton. When I go i n t o  Boston, i n  a few min- 

utes, I hope t o  f i nd  a l e t t e r  from you, my Dear. Then i sha l l  hear something 

a lso o f  Matters. 
do 4 Take things gent ly  Sweet Madam; and,,,not exer t  yourse l f ;  and k iss ,  sweet 

l i t t l e  puss fo r  me. Does the l i t t l e  rascal miss me a t  a l l ?  Many kisses dear 

f o r  yoursel f. 

Your a f fec t ionate  

Archie - 

'see Le t t e r  56, note 6. 

2~ popular w r i t e r  o f  f i c t i o n  and non-f i c t i o n  and a special i s t  i n  juven- 
i l e  l i t e ra tu re ,  Butterworth became an assistant  ed i t o r  o f  Youth's Companion 
i n  1870. He contr ibuted t o  many l i t e r a r y  magazines u n t i l  h i s  death i n  1894 
( b t t ,  II, p. 267 and I l l ,  p. 504). 

'A vr i  t e r  o f  poetry and prose which included regular cont r ibut ions t o  
Cosmopolitan and Outins, a magazine about t rave l  and the outdoors. P r imar i l y  
a c r i t i c ,  Bates was one o f  many who decried the "immoral i t y "  i n  the popular 
l i t e r a t u r e  o f  the time. He ascribed the problem t o  the inf luence o f  French 
novels, assert ing i n  Scribner's Magazine that  "no Frenchman i s  able t o  fee l  
himself f u l l y  sincere I n  f i c t . i on  unless-he i s  inde l i ca te t l  (htt, I V ,  pp. 122, 
480, 634, and 719). 

4 This i s  not a reference t o  a known pregnancy. Arnold, the Lampman's 
second ch i l d ,  was born a year l a t e r  [see Le t t e r  70, note 6). 



E d i t o r i a l  Rooms. 

The Youth's Companion, 

Boston, Mass. 

27 Apri I, 1893 

tty dearest Chick, 

I am i n  some doubt as t o  whether I sha l l  come home on Saturday o r  Monday. 

I t  does not appear tha t  I can get a l l  the way t o  Ottawa on Saturday, and I do 

not wish t o  t rave l  by n ight .  

I t h i nk  tha t  you need not expect me t i l l  Monday n ight  12.15, but I sha l l  

tu rn  up then f o r  sure. 

Hy co ld  bothers me a l i t t l e ;  and I do not seem t o  be able t o  get r i d  of 

i t. I t  i s  not a bad one however. 

I received your note and was very glad t o  have i t .  I was beginning t o  

f r e t  f o r  some news o f  you. Poor l i t t l e  puss, I th ink  I can hear her c a l l  

Mr.  Thomson and I went apaddling i n  a canoe yesterday i n  the afternoon 

1 on the River Charles, and enjoyed i t  a good deal. 

The weather i s  wet and co ld  and very changeable, but I manage t o  get a 

good deal of p r o f i t  and sa t i s f ac t i on  out  of any movements nevertheless. 

Heny kisses for  you, Dear, & for  Nats, and my remembrances t o  Les l ie ,  t o  

Mother 6 Bel le.  

Your a f fec t iona te  

Arch i e 
2 

 h he r i v e r  which flows between Boston and Carnbr i dge. 

2 ~ h e  poet 's  three l e t t e r s  t o  h i s  s i s t e r  Isabel le  i n  t h i s  co l l ec t i on  . - r e  
dated 29 November 1893, 3 March 1894, and Apri I, 1894 (Appendix B, Letter !  2, 
3, and 4).  Lampman received a l e t t e r  from F. G. Scott, 24 Hay 1893 (~ppenc i x  D, 

. Le t t e r  13) , one from B l  iss Carman, 26 February 1894 (Appendix C, Le t t e r  1. ) , 
and one from J. 0. M i l l e r  (~ppend ix  D, Le t te r  14). 

t 

i 



1 
70. C/O f lrs. Gesner Lampman, 31 S la ter  Street ,  / Ottawa. / Ont. 

BONNECHERE JU 28 ONT 

Bonnechere 
2 

27 Ju ly  1894 

Dearest Madam, 

We I intended t o  send you a note from the  ramo ore^ Post Of f i ce  but we 
4 

ven 
were so in terested i n  circumstsnting a rap id  i n  the Bonnechere River tha t  we 

passed the Tramre  without seeing i t .  We reached Round Lake l a s t  n ight  -- had 

a f i ne  journey up through the Golden Lake and the Bonnechere River -- a beaut- 

i f u l  paddle. a favourable wind and a good canoe I have not  been able t o  do 

any paddl ing yet ,  but  my hand i s  heal ing we l l .  We have made so great a ho le  

i n  our provisions that  i t  i s  qu i t e  c lear  some o f  the things w i l l  not hold out. 

We sha l l  be out  o f  sugar i n  a few days and nothing can be got here. Moreover 

f i s h  are very scarce. We caught a few rock bass under a l i t t l e  br idge on the 

Bonnechere but have found no other k ind as yet .  We are enjoying the th ing  

immensely. 

Round Lake i s  a very beaut 

long dry sandy points covered w 

i f u l  lake - very clean - w i t h  sandy beaches - 
i t h  red pine, spruce and aromatic shrubs - 

l~mpman' r  mother, Susannah Gesner Lampman (1837-1912) , has her own res- 
idence. I n  h i s  l e t t e r  o f  A p r i l  1894 t o  Be l le  the poet says, "Mother i s  moving 
out t o  her place to-day -- rather ear ly ,  i t  seems t o  me, but she cannot wel l  
help it" (Appendix 8,  Le t t e r  4 ) .  

20n the western s ide o f  Round Lake about 35 krn west o f  Tramore (see belaw) 
and 100 k m  northwest o f  Renfrew, Ontario. 

3Located j u s t  o f f  the southeastern t i p  o f  Round Lake about 60 krn north- 
west o f  Renfrew. 

4 ~ h c  "we1' m s  t 1 i kely includes Duncan Campbe 1 1 Scott ; he and Lamprnan made 
such canoe t r i p s  almost year ly.  



mountainous country a l l  around. i t  seems however tha t  we must go fu r ther  t o  

get f i sh i ng  - good f ishing.  The f i r s t  n igh t  we d i d  not sleep much on account 

o f  the musquitoes - l a s t  n ight  we s lep t  i n  s p i t e  o f  them - although the a i r  

outside our hut was s inging w i t h  them. We have added some Bread & M i l k  t o  

our provisions from a S e t t l e r ' s  house. As I w r i t e  t h i s  we are a t  the Bonne- 

chere P.O. and have made between 25 and t R 0  m i  les i n  our canoe - which i s  not 

sobig-load bad w i t h  a +as e canoe The canoe i s  very steady and very easy t o  paddle - 
s w i f t  and l i g h t .  

You should have seen the cook - t h i s  morning - master B i l l y  - turn ing out 

the pancakes - and he d i d  i t  we l l  - We hope t o  get some brook t r ou t  t h i s  

even i ng 

1 f you %#-$gy word t o  send me, add. Bonnechere Ont. fivod 1 uck t o  you, 

Dear & My love t o  everyone - f i r s t  o f  a1 1 t o  Brer5 Popcorn & Sonny. 
6 

Your lov ing 

Archie 7 - 

'~anpman undoubtedly has adopted the "Brer" t i  t l e  f o r  h i s  chi 1 dren from 
the "Brer" characters o f -  Joel Chandler Harr is .  Host o f  the Nights w i t h  Unc 
Remus s to r ies  appeared i n  the Century, beginning i n  1883 (Mott, I I I, p. 465 - 
The Centur was we1 1 known by the poet; i t  pub1 ished three o f  h i s  poems: "B 
V o i c d Y  1885, "Storm Voices," September 1893, and "The Passing of the 
Sp i r i t , "  Ju ly  1895. 

4 

b ~ r n o l d  was born i n  A p r i l  1894. The Lampmans' second c h i l d  was probabl 
named a f t e r  Hatthew Arnold. Greatly impressed by the Engl ish  poet on h i s  
tour  o f  the U.S. and Canada i n  1883, the young Lampman wrote t o  h i s  f r iend 
John Ri tch ie :  "I went t o  hear Hatthew Arnold and was f i l l e d  w i t h  an abiding 
sense o f  reverence and a f f ec t i on  f o r  tha t  splendid o l d  fe l low, who looks and 
acts and speaks as nobly as he wr i tes"  (connor, p. 76). Thechifd died i n  August 
a t  the age o f  four months. 

' ~ u r i n ~  the subsequent in te rva l  Lanpman received the f o l  lowing l e t t e r s  i n  
t h i s  co l lec t ion :  from B l i s s  Carman, 21 August 1894 (~ppend ix  C, Le t t e r  14); 
from Isabel le  Lampman Vwrh is ,  7 Ju ly  1895 (Appendix B, 6a); from lshbel Aber- 
deen, 5 November 1895 (~ppend ix  D, Le t t e r  12); and from Ernest Voorhis, 24 Nov- 
ember 1895 (Appendix B, Le t te r  7a) .  



1 71. C/O L. M. Hayes, Esq. / Bar r i s te r  t c .  / Peterborough / Ont. 

OTTAWA 3 MR 11 96 CANADA 

P.O. Dept., Ottawa 

1 1  Mch, 1896 

Hy dea res t Madam, 

Hother d i d  not f a l l  ge t t i ng  o f f  the t r a i n ,  but we both had a rather l i v e -  

l y  jump fo r  i t .  I never knew a t r a i n  t o  get up speed so qu ick ly .  

I have received your card and am g lad t o  know that  a l l  i s  we l l .  Wri te t o  

me some more. 

On Tuesday morning thefF a r r i ved  unexpectedly a t  ~ i l l ~ ~ s ~  t o  v i s i t  us ny o l d  

uncle Peter Lampman from ~ l ~ o m a  , 3  whom, as you m y  know I never saw before. 

He i s  extremely o l d  i n  f ac t  - very slow feeble and bent. He looks very much 

l i k e  Uncle ~ o e , ~  i f  you imagine uncle Joe about 100 years o l d  

He had come a1 1 the way down from Algoma, more than 400 m i  les t o  see my 

father,  knowing tha t  he was and fear ing that  he might not long have an 

l ~ o u i s  Mar t in  Hays (no "el'), the son o f  Michael Hays, a Country Crown A t -  
torney i n  Perth, Ontario, was born i n  Toronto i n  1863. He was admi t t e d  t o  the 
Ontario Bar i n  1885, and married Margaret Maude Macdonell, the daughter of  
Angus D. Macdonell on 8 September 1892. Maud i s  v i s i t i n g  her o l d  f r i end  "Hag- 
gie." Louis Hays eventual ly became a K.C. and the Senior Judge o f  the 
We1 1 i ngton County Court (WWC ,192 1 ) . 

'unident i f ied.  

3 ~ h s  southern par t  o f  Ontar io 's B l i nd  River region along the northern 
shores o f  Lake Huron's North Channel, inc luding S t .  Joseph's Is land (see Le t te r  
75, note 1). Peter Lampman, the grandfather o f  the poet, i nher i ted  the fami l y  
land a t  Mountain Point (see Le t t e r  42, note 3).  He ev ident ly  d i d  not pass i t  
on t o  t h i s  Peter Lampman who s e t t l e d  i n  western Ontario. 

4~avman ' i  fa ther ' s  brother,  a f r u i t  grower near S t .  Catherines. 

5~anpman's fa ther  i s  dying of cancer (see Le t t e r  80, note 1). 



opportunity o f  seeing him. 

He sleeps a t  our house, i n  our room, 'and mother gets our breakfast. 

terday afternoon t o  the House o f  Comnons , and showed him I took h i m  yes 

some o f  the s ights ,  

I th ink  I shal 

~ e l ~ e r . ~  There you 

1 get my meals a t  Mrs. Saunderson's, a place recommended by 
get 

can a l l  three meals of  very good q u a l i t y  fo r  $10 a month - 
and lunch & dinner for  less o f  course. 7 

8 
Thomas i s  very lonely and when I come i n  i n  the evening h i s  t ransports 

are extravagant i n  the extreme. He hangs on t o  my feet  a l l  the way upstai rs,  

and races about the house l i k e  a luna t i c .  

! am bothered by a cold: otherwise I should be wel l  T e l l  me how Cricket 

behaved i n  the t r a i n  & how you pu l led  through yoursel f .  Love t o  yourse l f  & 

9 Curls & best regards t o  your f r iends.  

Yours, 

Archie. - 

1 72. c/o M r .  Gamble / 19 Charles Street / Toronto / Ont. 

OTTAWA 3 MR 13 96 CANADA 

P.O. Dept., Ottawa 

13. Hch. 1896 

Dearest Madam, 

h i d e n t  if ied. 

7 ~ i n e t y  meals f o r  $10 works out  t o  1 l( each. 
8 

A cat ;  Connor notes that  i n  one o f  h i s  "Mermaid Inn" columns, Lampman 
"gave a mock hero ic  descr ip t ion o f  the ba t t l es  o f  Thomas, one o f  the cats of  
which he was fond It (p. 1 16). 

' un iden t i f i ed  fr iends o r  re la t i ves  of  the P layter  fami ly.  



1 am g lad t o  hear t h a t  no harm has come t o  you, and 

behaved t o l e r a b l y .  

I have contracted an immense c o l d  i n  the  head. 

Uncle Peter w i l l  be here t i l l  Monday. I have shown 

103 

t h a t  Brer  Cr icket  has 

s igh ts ,  and am going t o  d r i v e  h im out  t o  the  Experimenta 

him most 

1 Farm t h  

o f  the  

i s  afternoon. 

He i s  so o ld ,  and bent tha t  I imagined a t  f i r s t  t h a t  he was not  i n te res ted  i n  

what he saw, but  I found a f t e r  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  t h a t  he was tak ing  i n  everyth ing,  

and was very much pleased. 

Thomas regrets your absence. He i s  very f r i s k y  when we come i n  a t  n igh t .  

which i s  l e f t  f o r  him, and I s h a l l  have t o  get  

ind  & cook i t .  

t o  be very bad, and prevents me throwing o f f  my 

He won't  ea t  m i l k  however, 

some coarse meat o f  some k 

Our weather continues 

cold.  Otherwise I am w e l l  

Your fa ther  has j u s t  been i n  t o  enquire about you, and a l so  about Kate, 

o f  whom I could g i ve  him no news. Love t o  Cur ls .  

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e  

Archie 

73. +9-€hsr+er-Strt / Toronto / Ont. / Thorold 
1 

REGISTERED OTTAWA MR 14 96 

Post O f f i c e  Department 

' k u d  i s  m v i n g  on t o  v i s i t  Lampman's r e l a t i v e s  i n  the  Niagara peninsula 's  
orchard d i s t r i c t s .  She w i  1 1  s tay w i t h  Mrs. Fred Lampman ( ~ e t t e r  77), perhaps 
the  widow o f  t he  son o f  t h a t  Freder ick who, Voorhis repor ts ,  "moved from Nia- 
gara tak ing  up a grant  a t  Palmyra Talbot S t reet ,  i n  the  township o f  Orford 
near Lake Er ie ,  a few mi les from C l e a r v i l l e ,  where David Henry Gesner, about 
the  same t ime 1825, had received a grant .  Freder ick Lampman was one of the  
f i r s t  s e t t l e r s  on Talbot  S t reet  and the o r i g i n a l  grant  from the  Crown i s  s t i l l  
preserved by h i s  grandson who occupies the  o l d  homestead '1 (p. 118). 



Ottawa, 14. 3. 96 

i I have no t ime t o  w r i t e  a l e t t e r .  Maurice i s  threatening t o  lock  the  

door o f  the o f f i c e .  I j u s t  enclose t h i s  $e 
Yours ever 

l o v i n g l y  

Archie 

My dearest 

Your 

x ious l y  wa 

Post O f f  

Ottawa . 
i c e  Department 

18 Mch 96 

Madam 

l e t t e r  which reached me Monday se t  me up considerably, as I was In- 

i t i n g  t o  know whether you had succumbed t o  the t roub les  o f  t r a v e l -  

ing  o r  no t ,  and was r e l i e v e d  t o  learn  tha t  you are  a c t u a l l y  improved. I a I 

s o r r t y  t h a t  poor Curls had a co ld  and was homesick and desi red her  Daddy. 1 

dare say she w i l l  be cured soon o f  a l l  th ree complaints and desi res.  

The Spring i s  beginning here i n  earnest,  and the  s t r e e t s  a re  t rans fo r  ing 

themselves r a p i d l y  i n t o  t he  usual r i v e r s  o f  d i r t  and water is landed by dec 

dogs,anddammedby small mountains o f o f f a l .  

I get  my meals where Providence permits o r  d i c t a t e s ;  bu t  

a t  the  New York Dairy Kitchen, which you may have no t i ced  on R 

I am doing h .  1 1  

ideau S t r e e t .  I 

get  a good dinner, a l l  I want, and w e l l  cooked and w e l l  served, f o r  20 cenls.  

1 
I spunge a good meal on my f r i ends  a lso .  The Morses have extended nt5  a 

' un iden t i f i ed .  



My uncle Peter went home t o  h i s  p 

n i g h t  - The good o l d  man enjoyed h i s  v 

you were not here t o  see him. You wou 

~ e b 6 6  seems t o  be p r e t t y  we1 1 and 

general i n v i t a t i o n  t o  take tea on Sundays. 

t 2 lace on S.  Joseph's I s land  on h n d a y  

i s i t  I t h i n k ,  very w e l l .  1 a m s o r r y  

I d  l i k e  uncle Peter.  

she wished me t o  g i ve  her  love t o  you 

when I wrote - a l s o  ~ossurr;) bade me say t h a t  she would w r i t e  you a l e t t e r  pre- 

sen t l y .  

I sent you $5 by reg is te red  l e t t e r  on Saturday. I addressed i t  t o  the  

Gamble's i n  Toronto. Did you get  i t ?  

Give Brer  Cr i cke t  a l a rge  k i s s  f o r  me and t e l l  her  t h a t  she w i l l  come 

home some day t o  her  Daddy and her  Daddy w i l l  be very g lad  t o  see her  and there  

w i l l  be great  games. 

Much love  t o  you my dear - and my best  regards t o  Aunt Amelia & her  

ch i ld ren.  

Your l ov ing  

Archie 

75. Post Of f ice Department 

Ottawa, 20 Hch. '96 

My dearest bdam 

I am so r ry  you have gone i n t o  a grumbly humour again. The l e t t e r  be fore  

the  l a s t  had made me fee l  easy; bu t  you w i l l  t h i n k  more favourably o f  th ings 

21n the Northern Channel o f  Lake Huron, bounded by the  Canada-U.S. border 
and by Potagannisstng Bay. 

3 ~ h  i s  and the  reference t o  "Possum's Retreat" ( ~ e t t e r  80) a re  unident i f ied. 
I t  may be a nickname f o r  Annie Lampman, Arch ie 's  s i s t e r  who works and t r a v e l s  
w i t h  her  mother. 



i n  a few days. You ought t o  s tay  the  month o u t  i f  possib le;  f o r  if you dont, 

you w i l l  get  not bene f i t ,  and the t h i n g  w i l l  be a sheer expense. I f  I am 

alone here t i l l  the middle o f  A p r i l  I s h a l l  save almost enough money t o  balance 

the cos t  of your journey. I am w r i t i n g  t o  Aunt Maggie t o  t e l l  her  you a re  a t  

Thorold You must go see them. 

I enclose a l e t t e r  o f  Kate's,  which got mixed up among my papers i n  some 

mysterious gQY, 8% t h a t  1 o n l y  found i t  yesterday i n  look ing over some o f  my 

o f f i c e  papers. 

You w i l l  be g lad  t o  knaw t h a t  s ince you l e f t ,  1 have not  been s i t t i n g  and 

moping over books i n  t h a t  h igh  r o o m  o f  mine. I have been going about. A l l  

l a s t  week I escorted uncle Peter here and there.  On Tuesday evening I went 

1 
down t o  the  Waddells (Very improper, bu t  I was i n v i t e d ) ;  on Wednesday I went 

ou t  t o  ~ r o w n s ~  - and l a s t  n igh t  I dined w i t h  Duncan. My meals have o n l y  cost  

me a d o l l a r  and ten cents so f a r .  a f t e r  t h i s ,  however, I am going t o  s tay  a t  

'A reference t o  Kate Waddel 1 and her mother a t  l eas t  . Whi tr i dge holds 
tha t  "Lampman f e l l  i n  love w i t h  Kate Waddell i n  1889" (Lampman's ~ a i e :  Late 
Love Poems o f  Arch iba ld  Lampman, p. 15). Eleven o f  the  twenty-e ight  l a t e  love 
poems publ ished here were w r i t t e n  i n  1896, i nc lud ing  the fo l l ow ing ,  w r i t t e n  
not long before Lampman's evening w i  t h  the  Waddell s -  ( 4  March 1896) : 

Why so c o l d l y ,  so damnable, 
Never look, nor speak? 
Dearest, you can t r u s t  me sure ly ,  
For my p a i n  i s  meek. 

Overmuch I love and fear  you 
To be madly f ree .  
Jus t  t o  see you, j u s t  t o  hear you, 
I s  enough f o r  me. (P. 40) 

Duncan Campbell Scot t  learned o f  the poet 's  love f o r  Hiss Waddell from 
W. 0. LeSueur a f t e r  Lampman's death and conveyed h i s  impressions t o  E. K. Brown. 
Scot t  thought t h a t  Lampman found h i s  w i f e  "unsympathetic t o  poetry ... and 
thought t h a t  i n  t h i s  g i r l  he would f i n d  a s p i r i t u a l  mate" (Bruce Nesb i t t ,  "A 
G i f t  o f  Love: Lampman and L i fe , "  Canadian L i t e r a t u r e ,  No. 50 [1971], p. 36). 

2 ~ o h n  Brown, the  poet and fe l l ow  posta l  c l e r k  (see L e t t e r  27, no te  1). 



work 
home and a t tend t o  my narks 

3 
Moses i s  w e l l ,  and does not  seem t o  f a i l ,  under the  s p i r i t u a l i z i n g  I n  

f luence o f  h i s  s o l i t a r y  l i f e .  

k Poor Cur ls .  Give her my k isses,  and keep some f o r  yourse l f .  I miss y ~u 

! 
a both, and s h a l l  be g lad t o  see you back. I n  the meantime, r e s t  and enjoy e 

yourse l f  as much as you can. Go about and see people, those people who cat ed 

1 on you. - and l e t  the c h i l d r e n  take care o f  Curls.  
5. 

Yours ever 

76. c/o Mrs. Fred K. Lampman / Thorold, / Ont. 

OTTAWA 3 HR 26 96 CANADA 

P.O. Dept., Ottawa, 

26 Mch. 1896, 

My dearest Hadam, 
I 

I am glad you have arranged t o  go t o  S t .  Catharines; f o r  t h  t h i n k  you 

w i l l  en joy i t  there. Poor Cr i cke t  - her  d iscontent  appears t o  be deep, but  

perhaps she w i l l  get used t o  i t .  

Hother and I get along as usual.  Mother has had t o  change her  teaching 

quarters, '  and has caught a ra ther  bad co ld  i n  the  process. My c o l d  s t i l l  

drags on, bu t  i s  s lowly improving. I n  the  main I am 

I am i n  possession o f  my new s u i t  of c lothes wh 

inc lud ing an ex t ra  p a i r  o f  trowsers. I t  i s  a very n 

3 ~ n o t h e r  c a t .  

we1 1. 

i c h  cost  a l i t t  

i c e  s u i t  indeed 

le over $12 

and I 

l ~ a m ~ m a n ' s  mother i s  apparent ly  support ing the senior  Larnpmans teachinq 
school as she has done f o r  years. 



t h i n k  you w i l l  l i k e  i t .  

I could get an Evening coat & waistcoat  made i n  the  same way fo r  about 

$13, and i f  I get ho ld  of any Ext ra  money, I t h i n k  I w i l l  do t h a t .  

The Spring seems t o  be coming here fo r  sure. The snow i s  going r a p i d l y  

today, and b i g f 1 oods a r e  expected. 

Give my best regards t o  Aunt Amelia and her fami ly ,  and receive a l a rge  

k i s s  f o r  you rse l f  and another f o r  Brer  Cr i cke t .  

Yours l o v i n g l y  

Archie 

t 77. c/o Jos. Lampman, Esq., / S. Catharines , Ont . 
OTTAWA APR 8 3--0 I896 

[ ~ n c l o s u r e ]  : 

Forgot t o  post  t h i s  l e t t e r ,  my dear. -- Found i t  i n  my pocket t h i s  morning 

8 - ap l  - '96 
A. L. 

Post O f f i c e  Dept. 

d 
Ottawa, 2 Apl. '96 

Dea res t Madam, 

We were much de l i gh ted  w i t h  the  t a l e  o f  the hymn-singing o f  Curls,  and 

a l so  o f  he r  a f f e c t i o n  f o r  Aunt Kather ine she i s  a n i c e  l i t t l e  person, and 

there i s  no accounting f o r  her tas tes  



I had 1 unch today w i t h  Hrs. Scott and her daughters, and they anqui red 

a f fec t iona te ly  f o r  you - so a lso  d i d  the Horse's whom I saw on Sunday evening. 
afternoon 

On Sunday took dinner w i t h  Duncan and D r .   eld don.^ The Doctor enqui red 

f o r  you. 

I am not pleased t o  hear of  those sore spots on your legs; but they w i l l  

probably disappear. I f  not we sha l l  have them looked to,  when you return.  

Our w in te r  s t  i 1 1 hangs on, and even [ ? ]  o r  nine s o f t  days have not yet  

cleared the s ide walks. The s t ree ts  are dreadful t o  behold -- q u i t e  unusually 

so -- and, as you are aware, that  i s  saying a good deal. 

Copeland b Day have issued Duncan's book o f  s to r ies  " In  the V i l l age  o f  

~ i ~ e r " , ~  But I hear nothing o f  my book. They have t reated me badly, but o f  

course I have no redress, and cannot help myself. 
4 

Moses i s  we l l .  I get him a piece o f  meat occasional ly, which mother 

cooks, and f o r  which he i s  duly, and n o i s i l y  thankful.  

My love t o  you, my dear, and t o  Curls, and t o  everyone. 

Yours lov ing ly  

Archie 

'~uncan  Campbell Scott married Be l l e  Botsford, a Boston g i r l ,  i n  1894 and 
moved from h i s  fami ly home t o  108 Lisgar Street. The reference here i s  t o  
Scot t 's  mother and s i s t e r s  w i t h  whom Lampman had tea over the years (see Le t t e r  
12). Scott had been engaged t o  Annie Lampman I n  the ear l y  18801s. 

' ~ n i d e n t i  f ied. 

3~ co l  l c c t i o n  o f  re la ted  short  s t o r i es  publ ished i n  Boston by Copeland 
Day i n  1896, Scot t 's  book was inf luenced by Trol lope's fashionable Barsetsh 
novels (see Le t t e r  22, note 4 ) .  

4 A f u r t he r  reference t o  Lampman's year o f  wa i t i ng  f o r  Copeland and Day 
publ i c a t i o n  o f  Lyr ics  o f  Earth (see Le t t e r  77, note 2) .  

and 
i r e  



t 78. c/o Jos. Lampman, Esq. / S. Catharines, / Ont. 

REGISTERED OTTAWA AP 4 96 

P.O. Dept., Ottawa 

Hy dear G i r l ,  

Thanks fo r  the handkerchief which i s  a very n ice one, and I am glad t o  

have i t  for  tomrrow. 

I am grea t l y  pleased t o  hear tha t  you are improving i n  the most important 

matter - tha t  o f  the digest ion.  I was a f r a i d  that  on account o f  the unusual 

badness o f  the season, your expedi t ion might prove al together a f a i l u r e .  

Please l e t  me know j u s t  how much money you w i l l  require,  and do not s t i n t  

yoursel f .  I am annoyed t o  know that  you have been c u t t i n g  yourse l f  so short  

and al lowing yourse l f  so l i t t l e  t o  spend. 1 enclose $2 t o  get some fun out 

o f .  When you l e t  me know what your re tu rn  expenses w i l l  be I w i l l  send. 

Love t o  dear o l d  Cr icket  and the same t o  you. 

Yours a f fec t iona te ly  

Arch i e 

t 79. c/o Joseph Lampman, S.  Catharines, / Ont. 
1 

O l l A W A  APR 7 4--0 1896 

P.O. Dept., Ottawa 

7 M C ~ .  $96 

Dearest Hadam, 

Glad t o  hear that  you are s t i  1 1  we1 1 .  

2 
Gretchen wants t o  know i f  you would mind making some purchases f o r  her a t  

 ampma man mistakenly dated t h i s  l e t t e r  7 "March" instead of  Apri  1 as i s  ev- 
ident from the postmark, from h i s  reference t o  the $2 he has mailed t o  Maud, 
and from the sequence o f  Haud's i t i ne ra r y .  

'unidenti f ied. 



fo r  her babies and she th inks you could make be t t e r  select ions than the shop 

people would upon order. Please l e t  me know. I f  you hadn't  room f o r  the pur- 

chases they could be expressed by the Eatons. The idea i s  that  you should 

select  them, instead of  i t s  being l e f t  t o  the shop people. 

My book i s  not out yet  and I am ge t t i ng  mad.2 I sha l l  go down t o  Boston 

one of these days w i t h  a seven shooter and open a l o t  o f  l i t t l e  holes through 

somebody. 

I sha l l  send you $15 i n  a day o r  two. W i  1 l tha t  be enough? I enclosed 

t 
$2 i n  my l e t t e r  posted t o  you on Saturday, addressed t o  S. Catharines. 

I d i d  not purchase a s ing le  meal a l l  l a s t  week. E i the r  spunged on my 

f r iends o r  got 'em f o r  myself a t  home. I am i n  Excel lent health. 

Moss, the pa in ter  i s  coming back t o  l i v e  i n  Ottawa, and he i s  going t o  

b u i l d  on the C o m n ,  close t o  your fa ther 's  house. That w i l l  be pleasant. 

My best love t o  you, my dear, and t o  Brer ~ r i c k e t , ~  and t o  Uncle & Aunt, 

and Aunt Haggie 6 Cousin Carr ie.  
4 

Remember me t o  any other persons you happen t o  meet. I f  you meet Rev. M r .  

5 H i l l e r  t e l l  him about my new book. 

- - - 

'lhe Boston f i r m  o f  Co~eland and Day had besun proceedings f o r  pub1 i cat  ion 
o f  Lyr ics  o f  Earth a year p;evious. l t s '  many deiays. f o l  lowed-the delays of  
other publ ishers which had held and rejected the manuscript. The book was f i n -  
a l l y  pub1 ished i n  the l a t e  spr ing o f  1896. Lampman had completed the t ex t  i n  
the summer o f  1893. 

3 ~ a t a l  ie .  

4 ~ h e  wi fe and daughter o f  Lampman's uncle Joseph. 

 he Pr inc ipa l  o f  Ridley College, S t .  Catherines, from the time o f  i t s  in -  
cept ion i n  1889, and one o f  the founders o f  Havergal Ladies ' Col lege which was 
establ ished i n  Toronto i n  1894. The educator published a number o f  school 
tex ts ,  among which are Short Studies i n  Ethics and B r i e f  Biographies Supplemen- 
t ing the Study o f  ~ a n a J i a n ~ i s t o r y l 2 )  . 



Yours a f fec t ionate ly  

Archie 

t 80. C/O Joseph Lampman Esq. / S. Catharines, / Ont. 

REGISTERED OTTAWA AP 10 96 

P.O. Dept., Ottawa 

Hy dear Madam, 

It i s - t o o  bad that  you feel less we l l ,  but I hope i t  i s  on ly  temporary. 

I enclose $15, which i s  a l l  I can get hold o f .  I f  you want more, Say 

so, and I w i l l  ra i se  i t  i n  some way. 

I am we1 1. Mother i s  f a i r l y  we1 1. So are a1 1 the others except Father 

who i s  j u s t  i n  the same condi t ion.  There i s  no hope f o r  him - none whatever. 
1 

I had M r .  Lesueur i n  t o  see me n ight  before l as t ,  and John Brown l a s t  

n ight .  We had a grate f i r e  and made ourselves comfortable. 

There i s  a good deal o f  fun going on i n  the house o f  Commons over the 

Remedial B i  1 1  ,2 but there appears t o  be no chance o f  t h e i r  passing the 

' ~ r c h i b a l d  w i l l  d i e  o f  cancer on 1 I March 1897 (Connor, p. 188). The Rev. 
Ernest Voorhis, Be l le ' s  husband, reports i n  h i s  1921 a r t i c l e  "The Ancestry of  
Arch i bal  d Lampman, Poet" la he Roya 1 Socl e ty  Proceed i ngs and ~ r a n s a c t  i ons) tha t  
"Archibald, father o f  the poet, was born i n  1822 and died a t  Ottawa 1895" 
(p. 118). Lampman's l e t t e r s  71 and 80 ind icate  tha t  Voorhis was e i t h e r  the 
v i c t i m  of  a mispr in t  o r  o f  a bad memory. 

 he Remedial B i  1 1  was an unsuccessful attempt t o  remedy the k n i  toba 
Schools Question by compelling the province t o  restore Roman Cathol ic  separate 
schools. Provis ion had been made i n  1870 f o r  the schools by the Manitoba leg- 
i s l a t u r e  which then abolished them i n  1890. A f te r  f i v e  years o f  contention i n  
the courts, the issue resu l ted i n  the b i l l ,  f i r s t  introduced by the Conserva- 
t i v e  government o f  S i r  MacKenzie Bowell; the L ibera ls  under W i l f r i d  Laur ier  
opposed i t .  S i r  Charles Tupper, succeeding Bowell who resigned i n  the spr ing 
o f  1896, fought unsuccessfully t o  push the b i  11 through the House. The main 
issue o f  the general e lect ions tha t  year was whether there should be separate 

; schools i n  Manitoba. A f t e r  the elect'ion, a compromise allowed some re l i g i ous  
i ns t r uc t i on  w i t h i n  the pub l i c  schools. 



estimates. That means that  we sha l l  get no pay a f t e r  the 1st o f  Ju ly  t i l l  
new 

the,House meets again a bad prospect f o r  C i v i l  Servants and, a worse one 

f o r  the tradesmen. 

T e l l  Nats tha t  I am much obl iged t o  her and my f inger i s  bet ter ,  though 

s t i l l  sore and not j u s t  r i g h t .  

3 Bertha has a place, but mother th inks we can ob ta in  the services fo r  the 

4 
2 weeks o f  Annie Daniels, who was w i  t h  her a t  Possum's Retreat, you Know. 

Elother w i l l  see Mrs. Daniels. 

Hy love t o  you & t o  Na ta l ie  and t o  our f r iends 

Yours a f f ec t i ona te l y  

Arch l e 

81. C/O M r .  Gamble / 19 Charles S t r . ,  / Toronto. / Ont. 

OITAWA APR 14 5--0 1896 

P.0 

My dearest madam, 

I sent you a regd. l e t t e r  a few days ago enclos 

you safely. 

Gretchen could not scrape together money enough 

things - so tha t  i s  given up. 

I hope you made a stay a t  Hamilton. I t  i s  good 

your re la t i ves ,  when they are pleasant ones. 

. Dept., 14. Apl. 96 

ing $15. Hope i t  reached 

t o  send you t o  buy those 

t o  keep i n  touch w i t h  your 

I am very we l l ,  though a l i t t l e  af fected by spr ing bi l iousness. 

- 

%he Lampmans were looking for  "a g i r l  ," a servant. 

4 ~ h e  "retreat"  may have been Annie and her mother's place (see Le t t e r  75, 
note 2). 



Let me know when t o  look for  you my dear - do not forget that .  

I took dinner yesterday Evening w i  t h  the woolcombes' and the i  r school 

boys. I t  was warm enough t o  go home wi thout  an overcoat. our Summer i s  

evident ly come. The Woollcombes of  course enquired k ind ly  f o r  you. 

On Saturday I had tea w i t h  Lesueur, and he and Hrs. Lesueur a lso were 

so l i c i t ous  about you. 

I th ink  you w i l l  not fee l  the f u l l  benef i t  o f  your t r i p  t i l l  you have 

returned and s e t t l e d  down. 

yl love t o  you my dear, and t o  Brer Cr icket ,  and best regards t o  your 

f r iends.  

Yours a f fec t iona te ly  

Arch i e 

82. Br i tann ia  Bay, / Ont. 
1 

P.O. Dept. 19. May '97 

Dear Madam, 

I th ink  there would be no use i n  br ing ing Nats i n  t o  the Doctor, unlesr 

she ac tua l l y  takes t o  whooping. I n  that  case you would have t o  come i n  a t  

kev.  George Penrose Wool lcombe, an educator, was once ass i s  tant  master 
a t  Lampman's o l d  school, T r i n i t y  College i n  Port Hope. He founded Ashbury 
College for  boys i n  Ottawa i n  1891; a t  t h i s  time he was i t s  headmaster ( c M w T , ~ ~ I ~ ) ,  - _.- 

' ~ b o u t  8 kin southwest o f  Hu l l  on the Ontario s ide o f  the Ottawa River, 
j u s t  northeast of  Graham Bay (see note 2 below). 



115 

once and put  up a t  your fathers unt i 1 some arrangement can be made.2  he 

weather has been bad and the cough may improve. 

I th ink  I sha l l  go t o  that  Dinner, though I should be be t t e r  pleased if 

you were here t o  go w i t h  me. I 

I have a lso received a huge card i n v i t i n g  us t o  a "State Reception1' - 
Queen's Birthday - Government House - 10 P.M. t o  12 How about that?  

I have q u i t e  an elaborate cough myself; but i t  i s  breaking up, I th ink ,  

to-day . 
Nata l ie  w i l l  doubtless improve. 

Your a f f e c t  ionate 

Archie. 

Drysdale 6 Mclnnes, 

Barr is ters ,  S o l i c i t o r s  Etc. 

35 Bedford Row 

f he Lampmans reside permanently a t  187 Bay Street a t  the corner o f  Bay 
and Sla ter  from 1896 t o  1899 (Courtney Bond, C i t y  on the Ottawa [Ottawa: 
Queen's Pr in te r ,  19671, p. 5 3 ) .  From time t o  time they ev ident ly  sublet  t h e i r  
house; t h i s  seems t o  be the case here. Where Lamptnan i s  s tay ing i s  unclear. 
Connor's account i s  as fo l lows: 

"On Harch I l t h ,  1897, h i s  fa ther  died a f t e r  a long and pa in fu l  i l l ness  ... 
and soon a f t e r  Lampman rented h i s  house and moved out t o  Br i tann ia ,  a suburb 
on the Lac des Cheines. There he spent the week-ends w i t h  h i s  w i f e  and Nat- 
a l i e ,  and the other evenings i n  a l i t t l e  room a t  h i s  fa ther - in- law's  on Sandy 
H i l l "  (p. 188). 
Whitr idge says, 

" In  the mid-18901s, when Lampman moved i n t o  rooms ..., Kate Waddell l e f t  
home f o r  a per iod o f  about two  years. She continued t o  be employed by the 
Post O f f i ce  Department but f o r  tha t  per iod only her name i s  not l i s t e d  i n  the 
Ottawa C i t y  Directory.  The year fo l lowing t h i s  period, she i s  l i s t e d  as 
boarding w i t h  her s i s t e r  and, i n  1899 immediately a f t e r  Lampman's death, Kate 
Waddell moved back homet1 (Lampman's Kate, P. 22). Seealso Let te r  75, note 1. - 

j ~ ~ ~ a r e n t l ~  the government i s  extending an i n v i t a t i o n  as o f f i c i a l  recog- 
n i t i o n  o f  Lampman as a prominent poet of  the Dominion. 



Ha l i f ax  22 June 1897 

Dear Madam, 

This i s  Jubi lee Day. I am going f o r  a walk t h i s  morning w i t h  Campbell 1 

and some of h i s  f r iends a t  1 o ' c lock  we lunch w i t h  the Archbishop who i s  Pres- 

2 
ident of the Society. A t  4.15we havea  steamer excurs ionon the harbour, 

which ought t o  be pleasant. Yesterday i t  cleared up and the weather i s  superb. 

I have been t r y i n g  t o  enjoy myself. but the co ld  I had when I l e f t  home 

'bf i l l iam Wi l f red  Campbell, the poet and w r i t e r  who shared the Toronto 
Globe's "At the Hermaid Inn" column w i t h  Lampman and D. C. Scott.  Campbell, 
l i k e  Lampman, was a member o f  the Royal Society. I n  h i s  12 May 1897 l e t t e r  
t o  Thomson, Lampman wr i tes :  

"The Royal Society are going down t o  Ha l i f ax  i n  June t o  found a Memorial 
o f  some k i nd  t o  a gentleman named Cabot who i s  sa id  t o  have discovered t h i s  
country. The rai lway fare w i l l  be put low and there w i l l  be much hospi ty ex- 
tended i n  Ha l i f ax  t o  the Society o f  which August body even I am a member" 
(Bourinot, p. 38). [see note 2 below] 
Af ter  the event, he fu r the r  wr i tes  (5 July 1897 t o  Thomson): 

"I had Wilfred Campbell f o r  t r a v e l l i n g  companion most o f  the time and he 
behaved himsel f  very decently -- Campbell has w r i t t e n  four o r  f i v e  t e r r i f i c  
tragedies, scenes o f  which he rec i tes  w i t h  blood curd l ing fervour ... He has 
the power o f  makilag himself f e l t .  People do things f o r  Campbell -- things 
that  the w o r l F e v e r  do fo r  me, fo r  instance . . ." (p. 39). 

c. 
L 
Lampman was unanimously e lected a Fellow o f  the Royal Society of  Canada, 

on motion o f  D r .  J. G. Bourinot and D r .  George Stewart i n  1895 ( " ~ e p o r t  o f  
Sect ion I I .It Royal Society o f  Canada proceedings and Transactions, 2nd ser 1 
118951). Cornel !us O'Brien (l843-1906), the President, was the Roman Cathol ic  
archbishop o f  Ha l i fax  from 1882 t o  1906. He published a number o f  re l i g ious  
books and one novel (MDCB) - . 

The Royal Society 's annual general meetings were normally held i n  Ottawa 
i n  May, but here they are meeting i n  Ha l i fax  i n  June. The occasion o f  the 
loca le  i s  the "Cabot Celebration" unve i l ing o f  the c i t y ' s  tab le t  i n  honour o f  the 
I t a l i a n  navigator. Papers del ivered a t  the conference concerned the voyages of 
Cabot and the development o f  the cartography he used. Observing the Queen's 
b i r thday as we l l ,  the Society sent her a telegram congratulat ing her on the 
s i x t i e t h  year o f  her "eventful,  g lor ious,  and happy reign" o f  "the Empire, which 
has been so g rea t l y  extended and has so widely prospered" during tha t  reign. 
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s t i l l  s t i c k s  t o  me, and my head has been aching abominably. I dont feel  par- 

t i c u l a r l y  we1 1 .  

My hosts M r .  and Mrs. ~ c l n n e s ~  a r e  very k ind .  So i s  every one. Campbell 

i s  s tay ing  w i t h  some exceedingly n i c e  people the Waddells, same name as our  

f r iends o f  Cooper S t r .  
4 

band 

from 

We had a s t r o l l  l a s t  n i g h t  i n  the p u b l i c  gardens, f i r e  works and m i l i t a r y  
a 

and a great  crowd -,very gay and animated spectacle - q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  

anyth ing we ever see i n  Ottawa. 

This i s  a d e l i g h t f u l  o l d  sea-beaten dingy p lace -- looks thoroughly p i c -  

turesque i n  s p i t e  o f  i t s  coal smoke and sea-weather. I l i k e  i t .  

I s h a l l  probably s t a r t  f o r  home on Saturday morning. 

Love t o  Brer  Cur ls  and a l l  the  others.  5 

Your a f fec t i ona te  

A ~ E ~ , $  

62 l n g l i s  S t r .  

Hal i fax  

22 June '97 

Dea r Madam 

I s h a l l  w r i t e  a few words. Very l i k e l y  t h i s  and my l e t t e r  o f  t h i s  morning 

w i l l  reach you together but  t h a t  wont h u r t .  I went t o  the  Archbishops fo r  

- - -  -. - 

' ~ e c t o r  Mclnnes i s  a lawyer. About the  fami l y  Lamprnan says i n  L e t t e r  94: 
"The Mclnnes's a re  young people. They have two ch i l d ren ,  l i t t l e  g i r l s ,  one 
2 1/2 years o l d  and the  o ther  3 months. They a re  Presbyter ians and ra ther  
pr i m." 

4 
Kate Waddell and her  mother's home i s  on Cooper St reet .  

'see Appendix 8 ,  L e t t e r  5. Lampman's undated l e t t e r  t o  h i s  daughter Nat- 
a l i e  was w r i t t e n  from the Mclnnes household dur ing  t h i s  v i s i t  t o  H a l i f a x  i n  
August, 1898 (see L e t t e r  94). 



lunch and i t  was very pleasant and in te res t ing  - but I missed the steamer 

best inc ident  o f  t h i s  whole a f f a i r .  Campbell missed i t  too. We condoled w i t h  

one another and consoled ourselves by v i s i t i n g  the Man of  War Her Majesty's 

Ship, "Crescent" now i n  harbour. That was in te res t ing .  

Tomorrow I read my poems, and at tend a reception a t  the L ieu t .  Governor's 

i n  the evening. 
1 

I was surpr ised and del ighted t o  meet my o l d  f r i end  Professor Tyler  
2 

here to-day. Dear o l d  fe l low! He was j u s t  as genial and f u l l  ,of blarney as 

i m  and have a good t a l k  tomorrow. 

enjoyed things much yet  I fee l  ra ther  oppressed 

i se  t o  the occasion. 1 am ge t t i ng  o l d  perhaps. 3 

Ever. I sha l l  get ho ld  o f  h 

I can hardly say that  I have 

- - not  very we l l .  I dont r 

However I may improve. 

Love t o  a l l .  

Your a f fec t iona te  

husband. 

' s i r Ha lachy Bowes (1 836- 1920) was L i eutenant-Governor o f  Nova Scot i a  
from 1890 t o  1900 when he r e t i r e d  and was made a K.C.H.G. He was representa- 
t i v e  o f  Ha l i f ax  i n  the House o f  Commons from 1878 t o  1887, and Deputy Speaker 
o f  the House from 1882 t o  1886 (MDCB) - . 

*Hoses Coi t  Ty ler ,  Professor o f  H is tory  a t  Cornell Un ivers i ty  (see Let ters  
59, 60). 

3~ampman had not been we1 1 the previous summer before h i s  demanding three- 
week canoe t r i p  w i t h  two brothers- in-law (Ernest, Voorhis, Be1 l e t s  husband, and 
another). One hundred s i x t y  km up the Ottawa beyond the Long Saul t Rapids 
they began a t  Lake Temiskaming and continued through various lakes and numer- 
ous rapids. Lampman caught a cold which worsened when they s l ep t  on the f ros t -  
covered shores o f  Lake Makatewiguaydon, and then encountered a two-day storm. 
He never q u i t e  recovered (connor, Chapter X I  I I ) . 



85. 383 Stewart S t r . ,  / Ottawa. 

HAL1FAX.N.S- JU 24 97 CANADA 

Hal i fax 

62 l n g l i s  S t r .  

Dear Madam 

I take the opportunity o f  a l u l l  i n  the proceedings t o  w r i t e  a few sen- 

tences 

I an mt so sure that  I sha l l  re turn on Saturday. I met M r .  ~ i c k e y '  t h i s  

morning and he wants me t o  stop o f f  a t  Amherst and stay w i t h  him a day o r  two 

I sha l l  do so i f  I can arrange the t i c k e t  that  way. I n  any case I sha l l  l e t  

you know by telegram. So when you receive a telegram dont be fr ightened. 

Last n igh t  I went t o  the Reception a t  Government House. - an awful crush. 

I t  seems t o  m e  I saw your f r i end  Archie k c d o n e l l  there i n  m i l i t a r y  uniform. 2 

- some huge b i g  fe l low very much l i k e  him, i f  not he. 

Your a f fec t iona te  

Husband 

Dear Madam 

 h he Hon. Arthur Rupert Dickey, born a t  Amherst i n  1854, became a lawyer, 
a statesman, and a business executive. He was created a Q.C. by the Earl o f  
Derby i n  1890. I n  1894 he became Secretary o f  State under S i r  MacKenzie 
Bowell. As a delegate t o  Winnipeg on the Manitoba School question, and as M r .  
Justice, he prepared the Remedial measure (see Le t te r  80, note 2 ) .  Arthur i s  
the second son o f  the Hon. Robert Barry Dickey, Q.C.  Whether Lampman's f r iend  
i s  Arthur, h i s  father, o r  h i s  brother i s  not c lear .  

'see Le t te r  50, note 5 .  

' ~ n i d e n t  i f  isd. 



We ar r i ved  safely here, and have been unable t o  get any fur ther to-day. 

We go to the Desert ( ~ a n i w a k i ) ~  tomorrow morning by stage. If you wish t o  

send any word t o  m e  address i t  t o  Maniwaki, Que. We cannot get a canoe here, 

so consider i t  be t t e r  t o  go on. The country i s  very beaut i fu l  here t o  day, 

and they have given us excel lent  meals - an immense improvement since I was 

here before. You must come up t stay a t  E l l a rd ' s3  next year for a week o r  

two. If they have things as they have them now, you w i l l  enjoy i t .  

By the way I t o l d  Miss Waddell yesterday that  you would l i k e  t o  go t o  

4 
Brawn's w i t h  her some day. She sa id  she would c a l l  f o r  you above the end o f  

t h i s  week, some afternoon. 

#y love t o  Matz & Gretchen. Take care o f  yoursel f  8 get a g i r l ,  if the 

work i s  t r y i n g  I am feel ing very we1 1 t o  day as f a r  as heal th  i s  concerned 

Yours a f fec t iona te ly  

Archie - 

1 87. Wakefield / Go. Ottawa / Que. 

MTREAL 23 -0 1898 

59 Metcalfe S t .  

Montreal. 

 bout 125 km nor th  up the Gatineau from Hu l l .  Lampman and D. C. Scott 
are  taking a ten-day t r i p .  

1  bout 45 km south o f  Haniwaki. 

4 ~ h i s  datum suggests e i ther  tha t  one o f  the women i s  making overtures o f  
f r iendship  t o  the other, o r  that  Lampman I s  t r y i n g  t o  get them together, i f  i t  
does not suggest that  Miss Waddeil was happi ly absorbed i n t o  the Lampmans' 
society . 

'on the Getineau, 25 km northwest o f  Hul l .  



Dea r Ma dam 

I 

23d Ju ly  '98 

I have been troubled w i t h  my Eyes, and d i d  not do anything yesterday, but 

2 stayed i n  the house and kept qu ie t .  I n  the evening O r .  Webster, the person 

w i t h  whom I was t o  have gone up the S F  Maurice, came in .  He has recovered h i s  

hea l th  and does not need an outing. Probably therefore I sha l l  not go up the 

t S. Maurice. Meanwhile 1 stay here for  some days. I t  i s  very comfortable and 

I can poke about the c i t y  a t  w i l l .  

The house I am l i v i n g  i n  i s  kept by four bachelors, two o f  them doctors. 

They l i v e  i n  very good s t y l e  and are n ice  fe l lows. 

By the way I intended t o  t e l l  you before I l e f t  how I managed t o  pulver-  

i r e  tha t  f l o u r  food for  son.) I grated a1 1 I could o f  i t  but It went t o  pieces 

ofood. . the pieces that  were too small t o  grate I put i n  a t i n  d ish and 

pounded w i t h  the hammer. I n  tha t  way I reduced almost a l l  of i t  t o  powder. 

You can remember tha t  when you have t o  grate up the res t .  

My love t o  yoursel f  and Curls & remember me t o  Kat ie 

Yours Ever 

A.L. 

' ~ o b e r t  Edward Webster, M.D., born i n  1870, studied a t  k G i l l ,  he was ap- 
.pointed Gynaecologist and Chief Consulting Surgeon a t  the Carleton County Gen- 
e ra l  Protestant Hospital i n  Ottawa i n  1901. Connor t e l l s  o f  

I= 
t I . groupo f  

bachelors extended t o  him a conv iv ia l  h o s p i t a l i t y .  Andrew McPhail had been one 
o f  t h e i r  number; E.W. Thomson was a welcome guest; o f  those l i v i n g  there a t  
the time, David Walker was interested i n  theatre enterpr ises,  Richard Lee was 
an inestimable raconteur and Edmond Dyonnet, a loca l  painter .  Lampman's host 
was D r .  T a i t  McKenzie, who l a t e r  became head of  physical t r a i n i n g  i n  the Univ- 
e r s i t y  o f  Pennsylvania and a scu lp tor  w i t h  an in ternat iona l  reputat ion. They 
had met i n  1895, when the Doctor was on the s t a f f  a t  Government House, Ottawa, 
and the occasion was a Vice-Regal garden party.  McKenzie had been s t ruck by 
Lampman's a i r  o f  qu ie t  aloofness from h i s  surroundings; a conversation had be- 
gun, and they had spent the res t  o f  the evening i n  considerable neglect of 
t h e i r  ob l igat ions t o  Ottawa soc ie ty "  (p.  193). 

j0n 21 June 1898 the Lampman's t h i r d  ch i l d ,  Archibald Otto, was born. 



88. Wakefield / Co. Ottawa, 7 Que. 

MONTREAL JUL 25 22-0 1898 

59 Hetcal fe S t .  

Montreal. 

25 Ju ly  '98 

Dear Madam 

I received your l e t t e r  f o r  which many thanks. I am sor ry  your room i s  so 

hot.  1 was a f r a i d  i t  would be, bu t ,  you could not  poss ib ly  have stayed a t  

t h e  Cascades; I am q u i t e  sure o f  t ha t .  Besides the weather has been unusual ly  

c lose and depressing. I t  w i l l  be b e t t e r  a f t e r  a few days. Keep your eyes 

open f o r  the  chance o f  a b e t t e r  one. I f  you hear o f  a good room a t  K i r k ' s  

Ferry you could remove there. ,  and I would send you money t o  s e t t l e  w i t h  t h e  

people where you are. Keep sonny out  o f  doors a1 1 you can. Go up the slope 

behind the  house. There i s  a l ove ly  road up the l i t t l e  stream t h a t  f lows 

through the  v i l l a g e .  Take walks there. 

I am very w e l l ,  f a r  b e t t e r  than I have yet  been since w in ter .  On Satur- 

2 
day I went w i t h  D r .  Drummond, the man o f  the French Canadian poems, t o  Knowl- 

ton, 70 mi les  from Montreal, by r a i l .  I t  i s  a v i l l a g e  i n  the  Eastern Townships 

on Brome Lake, a b e a u t i f u l  sheet o f  water from which many mountains a r e  v i s i b l e .  

On Sunday we drove back through b l t o n  Pass between h igh  ranges o f  g lo r i ous  

mountains t o  Hcbnus Corners, which i s  on l y  four mi les  from Lake Memphremagog; 3 

 ampma man seems t o  be p u t t i n g  o f f  Maud's complaints. K i r k ' s  Ferry i s  about 
11 km northwest o f  H u l l ,  a l s o  on the  Gatineau. 

'phys i c i a n  and poet, born i n  I re1 and, W i  1 1  iarn Henry D r u m n d  (1854-1907) 
p icked up the cadence o f  French Canadian speech and wrote the very popular The . . .  - 
Habitant,  Johnn i e  Courteau, and The voyage"r. He knew the Knowl ton  area we1 I, 
having l i v e d  there, and he kept a cabin over looking Lake Temiskaming up the  
Ottawa. 

'A long, l a rge  lake about 22 km southeast o f  Knowl ton. 



there we had tea and returned by another road over the mountains, I n  the 

evening., a magnificent dr ive.  We returned t o  Montreal t h i s  morning. 

I have not yet  developed any plans; but I th ink  I sha l l  go up the SF 
Maurice f o r  e week o r  two. 

With much love. 

Yours 

A. L. 

Curls w i l l  eat be t t e r  a f t e r  a time. 

89. Wakefield / Que. 

MONTREAL JUL 30 14-0 1898 

59 Metcalfe S t .  

Montreal. 

30 July '98 

Hy dear Hadam 

I am glad t o  hear from your l e t t e r  that  you are p u l l i n g  through as wel l  

as you are. The weather has been intensely and d is t ress ing ly  hot every where, 

and i f  you can stand i t  a t  a l l  and son keeps we l l  i t  i s  as much as can be ex- 

pected. 

When I l e f t  home i placed that  t i n  containing some o f  the coarsely broken 

food on the hatrack. I f  you run out  of  food get someone t o  go i n  & get i t  and 

send i t  out t o  you. Even though i t  i s  not grated f i n e  i t  w i l l  no doubt prepare 

a l l  r i g h t  i n  water. 

I am going out w i t h  D r .  McKenzie t h i s  afternoon t o  chanblyl t o  stay t i l l  

Monday. On Tuesday o r  Wednesday I may go down the r i v e r  t o  Quebec and the 

' 15 km east o f  S t .  Lawrence on the Canadian Hat ional 1 ine a t  Basin Lake. 
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Saguenay and a t  the end of  the week up the sf Maurice The Doctors reconnond- 

ed the s f  Maurice f o r  me. 

I am very we l l ,  but have suffered l i k e  Everyone Else from the heat. 

I am taking i t  very Easy, and although 1 go about a good deal, yet  I do 

i t  i n  a l e i su re l y  way and never t i r e  myself. I walk very l i t t l e .  

Love t o  Curls & Son.- and take care o f  yoursel f .  

Your lov ing 

A. 

90. Wakefield / Que. 

MNTREAL AUG 1 18-0 1898 

59 Metcalfe S t .  

Montreal. 

1 Aug. '98 

Dear Haud 

I th ink ,  i f  i t  w i l l  be any improvement you had be t t e r  remove i n t o  the 

room a t  Mrs. Halone's. I th ink  the ho t tes t  weather i s  now over, and you w i l l  

not su f f e r  so much. The season has been exceptional 

I w i l l  send you a money order i n  a few days for  $ b e ,  so that  you can 

pay up a t  Wakefield on the isth, and re turn  t o  town, i f  you th ink  i t  we1 I. I 

1 
have asked O'Leary t o  send my cheque t o  me. I w i l l  cash i t ,  re ta i n  the $40, 

and send the res t  t o  you. 
2 

I th i nk  I sha l l  take the Saguenay t r i p  before I ascend the S! flaurice. 

'un ident i f ied;  apparently someone i n  payro l l  personnel a t  the Post Off ice.  

'~pparent  errcrs such as t h i s  confusing r e p e t i t i o n  o f  the same $40 f i gu re  
suggests tha t  Lampman does not o f ten proofread or  reread h i s  l e t t e r s  t o  Maud. 
I n  Le t t e r  100 he re fers  t o  a sa lary  cheque not much more c lear l y .  



Probably I s h a l l  go on Wednesday and be back here Saturday morning. I shall 

then go up the  S F  Maurice. 

I am very we l l  - wonder fu l l y  so, consider ing the  hot  weather 

I went t o  a c i r cus  the o the r  day E wished I had Curls there  t o  see the  

horseback feats, and the  trapese ac t ing ,  and the t r i c k s  o f  the  tame l i o n s  and 

elephants. 

Kisses t o  Cur ls  & you rse l f  and Son. My regards t o  K a t i e  

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e  

A. 

59 Metcal fe S t .  

Montreal. 

6 Aug. 98 

Dear b u d  

I am returned from the Saguenay - a f i n e  t r i p ,  but our weather was not  

very good. On the  way from R i  v i e r e  du Loup over t o  ~adousac '  i t  was cloudy 

and very cold.  I had t o  put on a heavy undersh i r t  and overcoat.  We had a 

f i n e  morning on the  Saguenay and saw the grand capes i n  a l l  t h e i r  vastness. 

Toward n i g h t  as we approached Murray Bay i t  f e l l  foggy and wet again, and we 

moved s lowly  t o  the  dismal roa r ing  o f  fog wh is t les .  I spent the  day i n  Quebec 

 adous us sac, on the no r th  bank o f  the Saguenay where i t  f lows i n t o  the  S t .  
Lawrence, i s  j u s t  no r th  o f  ~ivi;t-e du Loup, a town located on the  south channel 
of the S t .  Lawrence. 



wi th  6. F. ~ c o t t , '  who wished t o  be remembered t o  you. He i s  a n ice  f e l l c ~  

The accomnodat ion on the Saguenay boats i s  not as good as i t was when we 

were down before. They need competion. 

I am go 

Captain John 

week and w i l  

i t .  I th i nk  

t ing up the S. Maurice on Monday, and my address there w i l l  be c/o 

~ i t c h i e , '  Grands P i les  Que. I w i  1 1  only get mail  about once a 

1 be there f o r  two o r  three weeks. I expect great advantage from 

t h 
you had be t t e r  go home on 15 . 1 agreed w i t h  Hrs. Malone t o  

board you f o r  $35 per month & the room a t  Mrs. M i  1 l e r ' s  was t o  be $6, o f  which 

I pa id  $2. 

I send a H.O.O. f o r  $50. My love t o  Curls & Son and yourse l f  

Your a f fec t ionate  

A. 

I 92 .  W d i e 4 d ,  / Qee~ / 187 Bay S t .  / Ottawa, / Ont. 

GRANDS.PILES AU 17 98 QUE. 

Lake Wayagamack 

18 Aug. '98 

Dear thud 

I f i n d  t h i s  place answers a l l  expectations. I t  i s  del 

t cost me no t roub le  t o  get here. The journey up the S. Maur 

i g h t f u l  and i t  

i ce  mostly by 

 ampma man must be re fe r r i ng  t o  Frederick George Scott (1861-1944) commonly 
ca l l ed  F. G. Scott.  A fe l low poet, Scott shared some correspondence w i t h  Lamp- 
man which indicates a f a i r l y  long standing f r iendship between the two (see Ap- 
pendix D, Le t t e r  13, 24 May 1893). Ordained an Anglican p r i e s t  i n  1886, Scott 
was rector  o f  S t .  Matthew's Church, Quebec from 1889 t o  1934. I n  1925 he became 
Archdeacon o f  Quebec. For h i s  serv ice as Chaplain i n  World War I he was award- 
ed the C.H.G. and the D.S.O. He was elected t o  the Royal Society o f  Canada i n  
1900. 

3 ~ r i  o l d  f r i end  from school days (see Le t te r  21, note 2).  
I The change of  address suggests that  Maud has gone home, but we f i n d  i n  

Le t te r  93 tha t  she i s  s tay ing i n  a room somewhere. She probably co l l ec t s  her 
m a i l  from t h e i r  sublet  house. 



steamboat was f ine. I l e f t  b n t r e a l  on bnday morning - reached Three Rivers 

t 
about noon - took the rat 1 road up the S. Haur i ce t o  Grandes P i  les about 30 

miles - l e f t  Grandes P i l es  by a small steamer about 2 o 'c lock - s lep t  over 

n igh t  a t  a place ca l l ed  the Mattawin, and got t o  ~ a ~ u ~ u e , ~  72 miles from 

Grandes P i les  about 4 o 'c lock i n  the afternoon next day. Seven miles more by 

canoe and team brought me t o  the club. I t  i s  a comfortable log house on a 

beau t i fu l  lake i n  the midst o f  the forest .  I have a pleasant bedroom facing 

the East. There i s  a large d in ing room w i t h  a great chimney f i rep lace  b u i l t  

o f  stone, and every evening Johnny A1 l e n s 3  the caretaker bui lds me an immense 

laze d e l i g h t f u l l y ,  f o r  i t  i s  qu i t e  co ld  f i r e  o f  b i r c h  logs, tha t  crackle and b 

up here a t  n ights.  

There i s  great t r o u t  f i sh ing  here 

b i r c h  bark canoe. I have caught a few 

, and I have the use o f  an excel lent  

t r ou t ,  but none o f  them large. 

I am enjoying the splendid a i r ,  and i t  i s  doing me good. The caretaker 

and h i s  w i f e  are  very k ind  people. as yet I am alone, but next week, I bel ieve,  

some other  people a re  coming 

Tel l Nats that  there i s  a tame g u l l  here tha t  stays round the house and 

f i  
i s  very f r i end l y  and sociable. He comes out  washing w i t h  me and swims about 

the boat, and whenever I catch a f i s h  he makes a great chuckling, gets very 

exc i ted and seem t o  want h l s  share. We catch chub f o r  him, and he swallows 

them whole head foremost. ! gave him a t r o u t  l a s t  n igh t  - a t r o u t  6 or 7 

inches long, and he bo l ted  i t  wi thout  a wink. He i s  a beau t i f u l  grey creature 

w i t h  immense wings. 

2 ~ l m o s t  100 km nor th  o f  Grandes P i les .  

3 1 ' ~ 1  len shoots a t  the loons i n  f r on t  o f  the clubho~se,~~Lampman wrote i n  a 
journa l  ( ~ a v i e s ,  p. 82). Undated by year, the journal  fragments' combined 
month and day dates correspond on ly  p a r t i a l l y  w i t h  tne time o f  the t r i p  re- 
corded here, w h i l e  they place the former t r i p  i n  1896. 



I hope t o  hear from you by the boat tonight .  We get mail matter only 

once a week. Post any th ing  f o r  me on Friday, i f  you are a t  Wakefield - on 

Saturday, i f  a t  Ottawa. 

My love t o  o l d  Curls & l i t t l e  son, and much f o r  yoursel f .  

Yours a f fec t iona te ly  

A. L. 

I cannot get my cheque cashed t i l l  I get back t o  Montreal - w i l l  send you 

money then. 

93. -I* %ay Str.  / Ottawa. / Ont. 

SP to 98 -S.  
I ' r . a ,  ! 

I Lake Wayagamack 

Aug. '98 

Hy dear b u d  
cards 

I received your h t t e r  l a s t  Thursday n ight  and 

that  Son was unwell. I f  he continues so you had be 

can get a be t t e r  room. Try K i r k ' s  Ferry perhaps. 

but i t  would not be wel l  t o  go back unless i t  seems 

was distressed t o  hear 

t t e r  t r y  and see i f  you 

I wish I were w i t h  you; 

rea 1 1 y necessa ry  . 
This f i n e  a i r  i s  undoubtedly doing me as much good as anything could. I 

wander round i n  my l i t t l e  canoe which i s  l i k e  a feather and requires no ex- 

e r t i o n  t o  navigate. I catch a few t r ou t  and p ick  blue ber r ies ,  and boat 

round the shores and read. The only other person here a t  present i s  a young 

fe l low from New York - twenty years o ld ,  and s i x  feet  three inches high - who 

a r r i ved  one Evening from a t r i p  away back i n  the woods, heaven knows where. 

Some more are coming i n  a few days I bel ieve.  

I sha l l  leave here on Tuesday o f  next week - 3oth - sha l l  stay a day o r  

so a t  Shawenegan Fa l l s  on the S! Maurice i n  company w i th  McKenrie and D r .  

Drummond.- and then get down t o  Nova Scotia by way o f  Montreal - from Montreal 



I w i l l  send you money. My cheque i s  there and I cannot cash i t  u n t i l  I re- 

turn. I was i n  hopes HcKenzie would have sent i t  on up t o  me here the I could 

have endorsed i t  and forwarded i t  t o  you w i t h  t h i s  - but he has not done so. 

Keep a good heart.-  My love t o  o l d  Curls - and I t r u s t  soon w i l l  not be 

long out  o f  sor ts .  

Yours ever. 

A. L. 

,"94. -Wukef+e+d / Que. / CM Bay. 6 A lber t  S t  / O t t a w a  / Ont 

6 WkAWES PtkE5 AU 24 98 W E .  

62 l n g l i s  Street  

Dear Madam 

I ar r i ved  safe ly .  Had a pleasant journey down. The weather was f i ne  and 

the scenery in te res t ing .  Campbell was i n  h i s  best humour and we saw a good 

deal o f  P r inc ipa l    rant,' who i s  always de l i gh t f u l .  

A t  Ha l i f ax  I found my f r i end  Hector Mclnnes, who i s  a lawyer, apparently 

prosperous. He has a very n ice house. 

This morning I went t o  a Presbyterian Church., and heard a d u l l  j ub i l ee  sermon. 

Tonight I sha l l  go t o  hear Pr inc ipa l  Grant. We walked i n  the Park and inspected 

' ~ e o r ~ e  Munro Grant (1835-1902) was the p r inc ipa l  o f  Queen's Univers i ty ,  
Kingston, from 1877 t o  1902. Born i n  Nova Scotia and educated a t  Glasgw Uni- 
ve rs i t y ,  he was ordained a min is ter  o f  the Church o f  Scotland I n  1860. Grant 
was elected moderator o f  the Presbyterian Church i n  Canada i n  1899 and Presi-  
dent o f  the Royal Society o f  Canada i n  1901. An imper ia l i s t  and j ou rna l i s t ,  
he wrote a number o f  works on Canada and i t s  pos i t i on  i n  the world, inc lud ing 
Ocean t o  Ocean  oron onto , 1873) , Advantages of  I mper i a  1 Federat ion  ondo don, 
1889-91 R,"Our National Objects and Aims (Toronto, 1890-91 ) (MDW - . 



the pub l i c  gardens. 

I t  i s  a dingy smoke stained o l d  place, bu i lded a l l  of wood, but the 

parks, gardens, and s t ree ts  are neater, be t t e r  paved and be t t e r  kept than ours 

We have be t t e r  s t ree t  car service, but they run cars on Sunday. 

The pub l i c  garden t h i s  afternoon - i n  the centre of  the town - i s  a very 

gay place w i t h  a moving crowd made piquant by the red uniforms of so ld iers .  

I d i d  not send any postcard l a s t  n ight  because there was no mail  t i l l  

Monday and by tha t  mail  goes t h i s .  

The Hclnnes's are  young people. They have two chi ldren,  l i t t l e  g l r l s ,  

one 2 1/2 years 

ra ther  prim. 

I sha l l  be 

Hy love t o  

o l d  and the other 3 months' They are Presbyterian's and 

back again i n  a l l  p robab i l i t y  on Sunday. 

a1 1 

Your a f fec t iona te  

Arch i e 

P. S Please g ive  tha t  "Evening Posti' i fo rgot ,  t o  Moon. 3 

95. Lake Wayagamack 

Dear b u d  

The above dat ing i s  deceptive, f o r  I am to-day on my way down t o  b n t r e a l .  

'see Appendix 0 ,  Let te r  5 .  Lampman wrote t o  Na ta l ie  from Ha l i fax  a t  
t h i s  time. 

'unidenti f l ed .  



When I get there I sha l l  send you money, purchase my t i c ke t s  on the In te r -  

colonia l , '  and get one for  ~ i ~ b ~ . ~  My abode a t  the c lub has done me much 

good, indeed I am j u s t  beginning t o  fee l  the f u l l  benef i t  of i t ,  and almost 

wish I had arranged t o  stay longer 

I wish t o  goodness i t  were possib le t o  send you some of  the f i ne  t r ou t  I 

have been catching. I got a beauty yesterday - a speckled t r ou t ,  two pounds 

weight. I have been l i v i n g  on them three weeks now t r o u t  & bacon three 

times a day. 

I have no news. There i s  no news up here.- only the record of f i s h  

catching. 

Take as good care of  yourse l f  as you can - and get as useful  a g i r l  as 

you can - dont mind the cost.- Go round i n  the cars and take the a i r .  

The black f l i e s  worried me so the f i r s t  few days I came tha t  I shaved 

o f f  my beard - and so deprived them o f  one means o f  ambush. 

t ly love t o  o l d  Curls and sweet son.- and yoursel f .  My regards t o  Kat ie.  

I w r i t e  i n  penci l  because Johnny A l len i s  using the ink  and the only pen. 

Your a f fec t iona te  

A. 

I n  the subsequent l e t t e r  Lampman states that  as a c i v i l  servant he can 
r i de  on the In te rco lon ia l  f o r  h a l f  fare. O r i g i na l l y  intended as a subsidiary 
of  the Grank Trunk Railway, the In te rco lon ia l  became a government operation i n  
1874 when i t  was placed under the d i r e c t  control  o f  the Department o f  Publ ic  
Works. By 1876 extensions provided a through 1 ine from Hal i f a x  t o  ~ i v i 3 t - e  du 
Loup. The rai lway was espec ia l ly  expensive t o  b u i l d  and t o  run because i t s  
r a i l s  were s tee l  and because i t s  route curved through areas o f  Iw populat ion 
and 1 i t t l e  industry i n  eastern Quebec and northern New Brunswick (G. P. 
Glazebrook, A HI s tbry  o f  ~ r a n s ~ d r t a t  ion i n  Canada 
land and Stewart, 1964],11, pp. 22-24), 

m 
I On the southwest t i p  o f  Nova Scotia. 



96 59 Hetcalfe S t .  

Montreal. 

1 Sept. 1898 

Dear Hadam 

I am back here again f o r  today i n  order t o  get & cash my cheque, whereof 

I enclose $50. If you pay any th ing  on b i  11s. pay ~o1brook . l  He has t reated 

me we l l .  

To-morrow I am o f f  f o r  Digby - by way o f  the In te rco lon ia l  on which as a 

C i v i l  Servant I get ha l f  rates.  I t  takes me round by Quebec, and I sha l l  

s top o f f  f o r  two days t o  see Geo. F. Scott - and then go on. 

I f  you w r i t e  me a l e t t e r  to-morrow address i t  

8 Simard S t r .  

Mount Pleasant 

Quebec. 

a f t e r  that  send t o  Digby 

I am great ly  benef i ted by my stay up the S' Maurice, which was probably 

the best th ing  that  could have f a l l e n  i n  my way. 

1 l e f t  the c lub house on Tuesday morning took the l i t t l e  boat a t  La Tuque, 

Z 
stayed over n ight  a t  Th ibau l t 's ,  Rat River, a suspicious place (s lep t  i n  my 

' ~ n i d e n t i f  ied. 

*A v i l l a g e  65 krn nor th  o f  Grandes P i les .  On h i s  stay a t  Th ibau l t 's  on an- 
other t r i p ,  he records i n  h i s  journal  (see Le t t e r  9 2 ,  note 3 ) :  

"Overnight a t  Th ibau l t 's  Thibaul t ,  the f a t  o l d  fe l l ow -- h i s  a c t i v i t y  and 
good humour -- climbs up an easier way t o  the woodpile. The guide -- a joker  -- gets o f f  a t  the landing, and i s  splashed by a cordwood s t i c k  i n  j es t .  

"The young Engl ishman 1 isped French. ( A t  Thi baul t 's  evening cloudy -- a 
few dim s tars  -- the s i lence and blackness o f  the sw i f t - f l ow ing  r i ve r ,  and the 
gloom of  the forest-c lad h i  11s.) 

"Dinner a t  Rat River -- McAdams -- the b i g  ruddy fe l low -- h i s  tough look- 
ing gang of  workmen, Frenchmen, Indians, Halfbreeds. Bag o f  bread pi tched 
ashore t o  a fe l low w i t h  a young-old face, and the shout: 'Le Boss d i t ,  quand 
vous avez mange ca, revenez 1 t i  ( ~ a v i  es , p. 81 ) . 



clothes)  had breakfast a t  5 next  morning, reached Grandes P i l e s  about noon, 

had a huge dinner, and got t o  Montreal a t  6.30 i n  t ime fo r  another, equal l y  

large. 

Take care o f  yoursel f ,  get he lp  a t  whatever expense, and pat ron ize  the  

s t r e e t  cars. Kiss Curls & Son f o r  me. Much love t o  you 

Yours, 

97. 187 Bay S t r .  / Ottawa, / Ont. 

QUEBEC 3 SP 3 98 CANADA 

Quebec. 3 Sept. '98 

Dear Hadam 

I have j u s t  a r r i v e d  here a t  Sco t t ' s .  I came down from Montreal l a s t  n igh t ,  

reached Lev is1  about 12.30, stayed over n i g h t  a t  a ho te l  & crossed over by 

the  f e r r y  t o  Quebec t h i s  morning. I had promised t o  pay Scot t  a l i t t l e  v i s i t  

on my way t o  Digby. I s h a l l  resume my rou te  to-morrow n igh t ,  and s h a l l  prob- 

ab ly  reach Digby by way o f  S! John on Tuesday. 

I f e e l  a very d i s t i n c t  gain i n  h e a l t h  s ince my SF Pburice t r i p .  

I sent you a l e t t e r  enclos ing a M.O. f o r  $50 on Thursday. I hope t o  re- 

ce ive  a l e t t e r  from you here to-day. Your next l e t t e r  you had b e t t e r  address 

t o  Digby, N.S. 

I saw L i g h t a l l  i n  Montreal - you remember L i g h t a l l  - he wished t o  be 

remembered t o  you. His w i f e  has had a good deal o f  i l l n e s s  - nerves & hear t  

- a case much l i k e  yours 
2 

 c cross t h e  S t .  Lawrence from Quebec C i t y  . 
*Maud d ied  i n  1910 a t  the age of 41. 



she has recovered we1 l from her a t tack o f  col  l era 

Give a k i ss  for me t o  Brer Curls and dear Son C keep one for  yourself .  

Your a f fec t iona te  

A.L. 

i; " ' .- ' 

98. gv t. I * Digby, N. S. 

l o  Sept. 1898 

Dear Madam 

The a i r  o f  t h i s  place i s  immense, and I fee l  the bene f i t  o f  i t  already. 

I spent the f i r s t  n igh t  a t  the house o f  M r .  W i l l  Stewart, mother's cousin. 
1 

He i s  a very good fel low, a man o f  about 50, whitehaired, t h i n  and wi ry .  Mrs. 

Stewart i s  a large comfortable good-humoured woman, who reminds me o f  Mrs. 

Mar t in  J.  riffi in.^ Their  three daughters who are my second cousins, Jessie, 

Agatha and Madge are pleasant l i v e l y  g i r l s .  There are  no boys. I am going 

round t h i s  morning t o  c a l l  on Mrs. Wood, another cousin o f  mother's s i s t e r  of  

W i l l  Stewart, a very b r i gh t  snappy o l d  par ty .  I n  the course o f  t ime I sha l l  

v i s i t  o ther  cousins a t  Yarmouth and Annapolis. There are qu i t e  a number o f  

them. 

l~anpman's maternal grandmother was Sarah Stewart, one o f T  the ten ch i ldren 
of  Captain John Stewart. The fami ly moved from Digby, Nova Scotia t o  Tryconnel, 
Ontario i n  1820. Sarah married David Henry Gesner i n  1827; they s e t t l e d  on h i s  
200 acres on the Talbot Road on the shore o f  Lake Er ie.  Conditions were pr imi -  
t i v e  there. As a ch i l d ,  Susannah Char lot te Gesner, the mother o f  the poet, 
''would o f t en  l i e  awake a t  n ight ,  l is ten ing t o  the howl ing o f  the wolves near 
[ t h e i r ]  house" (Voorhis, pp. 1 1  1-2). Most o f  the Stewart branch o f  Lampman's 
ancestry remained i n  Nova Scotia. 

%ar t i n  J. G r i f f i n  (1847-1921) born i n  S t .  John's, Newfoundland, was a law- 
yer and a journal  1st. He wrote the column " A t  Dodsley's" and contr ibuted t o  
Canadian and American magazines. When residents o f  Ottawa, he and h i s  w i fe  
were acquaintances o f  the Lampmans. 



I had a t a l k  the other morning w i t h  Mrs. Oakin.- a p r e t t y  

woe-begone o l d  lady, who grieves endlessly over Les1ie. l  My v 
she 

set her a t  f i r s t ,  but I thinkhenjoyed our t a l k  i n  the end. 

wh i te-ha i red 

i s i t  ra ther  up- 

This i s  a very picturesque o l d  place, a l l  up and down h i l l ,  n i ce  comfort- 

able o l d  fashioned houses w i t h  luxur iant  l i t t l e  gardens i n  terraces f u l l  o f  

f r u i t ,  apples, pears, cherr ies, quinces 

Digby Basin i n  f r on t  of  the town i s  a body o f  s a l t  water 20 rn 

f o r  yachting. I got a number o f  my cousins together one a f t e  
& h i s  boat 

a picturesque o l d  s a i l o r  man, and took them f o r  a s a i l .  
1. 

t i les long, f i ne  

rnoon and h i  red 

I s lep t  be t t e r  here than anywhere e lse.  Undoubtedly the a i r  i s  t on i c  

4 
You had be t t e r  r e t i r e  t o  Mrs. Keefers, and, i f  we can dispose o f  the 

house, we might stay there a l l  winter. '  I t  i s  mainly as you th ink  best. 

Love t o  a l l .  

Your lov ing 

99. C/O Mrs. Aug. Keefer,/ Sussex Street  / Ottawa, / Ont. 

15 Sept. 1898 

Digby, N. S. 

Dear b u d .  

Received your l e t t e r  yesterday, and am distressed indeed that  you should 

be dr iven and worr ied so. Never mind; we w i l l  leave the chicks i n  somebody's 

3 ~ e s l  i e  Dakin. 
4 Mrs. Keefer may be a r e l a t i v e  o f  Lampman, although d is tan t .  The poet 's 

great-grandfather Peter Larnpman fathered ten chi ldren;  the eldest  o f  them, 
Catherine, married i n  1797 George Keefer, the founder o f  Thorold, Ontario 
( ~ o o r h i s ,  pp. 117-8). 

5~anpntan i s  propos ing that  Maud and he continue t o  sublet  the Bay Street  
house, and move i n t o  a boarding house (see Le t t e r  9 9 ) .  



136 

charge next sumner, and have a Jaunt by ourselves, and g ive you a change. 1 

As t o  the question o f  the win ter ,  I th ink ,  on the whole we had be t t e r  

t r y  the boarding, i f  we can rent  the house s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  and you had be t t e r  

advert ise i t  a t  once, o r  see Bishop & Jones. O f  course, i t  depends a lso on 

what Mrs. Keefer would charge us, and what arrangement you can make about 

some he lp  w i t h  the chi ldren.  

When I get my cheque, which w i l l  probably be 

you the whole amount o f  i t .  

Try and get some competent g i r l  t o  help you, 

i n  a day o r  two I w i l l  send 

i f  possib le a t  any cost. 

2 
Day before yesterday, I drove w i t h  W i l l  and Wal l is  Stewart t o  Annapolis 

and back a beau t i fu l  d r i v e  of  40 miles - and I had dinner and tea a t  Annapolis 

w i t h  the Corb i t t s  - Mrs. Corb i t t ,  a very love ly  woman, not o ld ,  but w i t h  

cu r l y  snaw-white h a i r ,  i s  one of  mother's cousins. 

3 
To-morrow I am going out  w i t h  Sandy Adams, a weather-beaten seadog, i n  

h i s  yacht t o  catch f i s h  - cod and haddock. 

Take care o f  yourself  and give a k i ss  t o  Curls and o l d  son. 

Your lov ing 

A. 

100. Digby N. S .  

19 Sept. '98 

Dear Naud, 

I am sending you $97 i n  two par ts  - one a Honey order f o r  $47 and the 

I 
The Lam,mans1 vacations are more of ten than not  separate. 

2 
Apparently W i l l ,  Lampman's mother's cousin, and h i s  wi fe .  

3 
Probably the picturesque o l d  s a i l o r  he mentions i n  the previous l e t t e r .  



other a cheque on my deposit i n  the Bank of  Ottawa fo r  $50. ( 1  am keeping 

$50 out  of  my salary cheque 

I am very wel l  f o r  me, and am g lad t o  know that  you are a l i t t l e  re l ieved 

and tha t  son i s  we l l .  

Get out  your b icyc le ,  have tha t  f r on t  valve repaired, and see how the r i d -  

ing goes. 

I sha l l  stay here probably t i l l  to-morrow week, when I sha l l  move on t o  

Boston. 

The l a s t  few days have been very foggy, and the weather i s  ge t t i ng  uncer- 

ta in.  I have not bathed any. The water i s  far  too cold. You need not address 

me i n  care o f  Mr .  Stewart - Simply Digby, N.S. i s  enough. 

Love t o  a l l .  

Your af fect ionate 

A. 

101. c/o Hrs. Augustine Keefer, / Sussex S t r ,  / Ottawa. / Ont. 

DIGBY Pn SP 24 98 N.S. 1 

Digby, N. S. 

26 Sept. '98 

Dear b u d  

I have returned from W o l f v i l l e  and Kingston where I saw a l o t  o f  in terest -  

ing country. Had a very pleasant day i n  Annapolis w i t h  the Corbi t ts .  I t  i s  

tremendously stormy - weather f r i g h t f u l .  On Monday, i f  i t  clears, I sha l l  

s t a r t  fo r  Boston -- so you had be t t e r  address me f o r  the next week c/o E. W. 

t h e  discrepancy between the postmark and the l e t t e r  date may be due t o  
a mistaken l e t t e r  date, o r  i t  may be that  t h i s  envelope belongs t o  a missing 
l e t t e r .  



Thomson, Youth's companion, Boston, Mass. 

I am con t inua l l y  improving i n  health, though I have t o  be as cautious and 

del iberate as ever. 

I sha l l  probably be home about the loth o r  1 2 ' ~  October 

My love t o  o l d  Curls and Son. and take care of yoursel f .  

I sent you a registered l e t t e r  a fw  days ago., which I hope you received. 

Your a f fec t iona te  

A. 

102. c/o Mrs. Aug. Keefer / Ottawa, / Ont. / Canada 

BOSTON SEP 30 6-PH 1898 MASS. 

The S t .  Botolph Club, 

2 Newbury Street, Boston. 

30 Sept I898 

Dear Haud 

I grieved over your l as t  l e t t e r ,  and I would come home a t  once, only that  

I feel i t  necessary t o  get a l l  the strength I can fo r  the next years work i n  

the o f f i c e ,  and every week helps me. 
1 

As t o  the jacket ,  Good Lord, that  was a l l  r i gh t .  I only hope you got a 

good enough one - and you sha l l  have the hat too when I get home 

I got here yesterday morning, and found Thomson i n  good heal th  and s p i r i t s .  

Wewereout by s t r ee t  car toNewtonand [ ? ] park, andThomson, t o  

whom i t  was an unusual hol iday,  enjoyed i t  probably more than I did. 

I f  you w r i t e  please address me c/o E. W. Thomson, Youth's Companion - 

1 
Lampman has been t r a v e l l i n g  since approximately 20 Ju ly .  



Boston. as before. 

Keep up your s p i r i t s .  I t  w i l l  ~ > t  be long before I am back. 

Your Loving 

A. 

103. C/O Hrs. Keefer / Sussex S t r .  / Ottawa / Ont. / Canada 

BOSTON OCT 4 10-AM 1898 HASS. 

4 Oct. 1898 

Boston 

Dear k u d .  

I have not  much t o  r e l a t e  t h i s  time. I have been seeing Boston under 

mt favorable circumstances, the weather being simp 

o u t  to-day t o  Wrentham t o  stay over n i g h t  w i t h  J. E. 

I spend much o f  my t ime i n  t r a v e l l i n g  f a r  and w 

l y  pe r fec t .  I am going 

Chamber 1 i n 
1 

ide  on s t r e e t  cars. I en- 

joy t h a t  b e t t e r  than anyth ing else, and i t  keeps me i n  the  open a i r  

I t h i n k  we s h a l l  have t o  leave the  babies i n  charge o f  someone and come 

down here together  next  summer fo r  a week o r  two. Thomson would l i k e  tha t .  

He i s  as fa t  and cheer fu l  and k i n d  as ever, C sends h i s  regards t o  you. 

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e  

A. 

'see L e t t e r  56. note 2. 



Appendix A 

Le t te rs  from Haud Playter  Lampman t o  Archibald Lampman 

1 .  Haud Playter  Larnpman t o  A. L. 

Post Off ice Department / Ottawa, / Ont. 

TORONTO 1 1 P.M. AUG 1 89 CANADA 

"Free" [handwr i t ten] 

419 Dundas Street  

August 1 s t  

Dearest Spunk. 

I d i d  not  hear from you t i l l  yesterday when I got two l e t t e r s  a lso one 

from N - Gamble. About the racquet I ce r ta i n l y  would not  take i t  and g ive 

him a good ra t i ng  he had no buisness t o  do such a th ing  I want the racquet 

but I do not  want the s t r i n g  mended any way I am sure there was no s t r i n g  

broken when I l e f t  i t .  There t e l l  him so. That I say so. what about the n ! d  

racquet do not pay more than the 35 cents f o r  the o l d  and the two 2.75 f o r  t le 

new one. but do net what you th ink  best I do not care much about the o l d  ole.  
sleeves o f  

I forgot  t o  t e l l  you about your whi te s h i r t  the one I tucked the2hir ts have i t  

and another one washed Be1 1 w i  I 1  p i ck  one out i f  you ask her they are a1 1 in 

tha t  t runk i n  my room wear the one I f i xed  and b r ing  the other one. eh dear ;e 

I know t h i s  want please you but i t  w i l l  me so you w i l l  do i t  w i l l  you not .  

T e l l  papa I went t o  see Maisie yesterday, and g ive him my love. a lso g ive i t  

t o  Kate, 5 Bel le  6 ~ 6 b k  and Ger t ie  when you see her. and t e l l  them I have thc  

greatest work possible t o  get a chance t o  w r i t e  a l e t t e r  They tease m e  becailse 

t h i s  i s  the Znd I have w r i t t e n  besides the one I mailed tha t  you wrote. We 

went over t o  the Is land l a s t  n ight  Fan & Sam Stammers and I. I was spending 

the day w i t h  Fan. 

Every minute they come i n  and chat ter  so I had be t te r  stop. a squeeze o f  



the t a i l  t o  Pickin.  and an imnense p i l e  o f  love 6 kisses f o r  your/se1f. 
I 

Your Chick 

P.S.  You had be t t e r  get the s h i r t s  done a t  the laundry l e t  me know about - 
the Registrat ion.  

2. Maud Playter  Lampman t o  A. L. 

PARKDALE 10 PM SP 8 89 TORONTO 

Toronto 

The number o f  t h i s  house i s  54 Grove Ave 

changed from 40 t o  54. Aug [s ic ]  8 th  1889 

Dearest boy 

Although I have bad pen & bad ink I am going t o  w r i t e .  I went s t r a i g h t  

t o  Aunt L i l l i e s '  when I l e f t  you and made my peace do you know they went down 

t o  the boat t o  meet us on Friday They were qu i t e  mad but I made good - peace 

w i t h  them I am going t o  Niagara tomorrow w i t h  them and w i l l  stay there t i l l  

Wednesday not a t  Niagara but a t  Aunt L i l l i e s  when I th ink  I w i l l  go t o  Mac- 

donel l 's .  I was very homsick yesterday and as I do not fee l  pa r t i cu l a r y  spry 

I th ink  I w i l l  come home Saturday o r  Monday We went t o  the Featherstone-haryle's 

l a s t  n ight  I men your f r i e n d  M r  Church we came home a t  ten o c lock and went 

t o  bed and I d i d  not get up t i l l  n ine t h i s  morning so you see I got a good 

res t  I f e l t  as i f  I needed i t  t o  I was a perfect  s t i c k  a l l  evening a t  the F- 

How d i d  you get home Spunker dear? Were you very t i r e d  and how do you 

feel now. Did you f i n d  the g i r l s  a l l  we l l  g ive them my love a lso  next door 

you had be t t e r  address your l e t t e r s  here t i l l  the end o f  the week. I wish I 

had gone home w i t h  you I fee l  l i k e  s t a r t i n g  tomorrow however 1 w i l l  not  

Write of ten t o  me dear. good bye do not forget  

Your lov ing Chick 

(xxxxxoxxxxxxx) 



3. Maud P l a y t e r  Lampman t o  A. L. 

Post Of f ice Department / Ottawa / Ontar io.  

PARKDALE 6 PM SP 14 89 TORONTO 2 

"Free" [handw r i t ten ]  

Dearest Spunk 

I send your sponge i n  a newspaper by t h i s  same ma i 1 .  and enclosed i n  t h i s  

i s  a s l i p  which Mais ie gave me I do not  know whether you have seen i t  o r  no t  

She wants i t  back again so take care o f  i t  How are your eyes dear ie  b e t t e r  I 

hope W i l l  you t e l l  Kate Aunt Carr ies address i s  care o f  the Bishop o f  Toron- 

t o  I s land  a t  l eas t  t h a t  i s  the  on ly  address I can f i n d  she may not  be there  

now. Well w i t h  much love t o  a l l  espec ia l l y  your dear - s e l f .  

xxxxxx Yours Chick 

4. Maud P lay te r  Lampman t o  A. L.  

[no date: 18 September 18891 

You addressed your l a s t  l e t t e r  t o  - Miss L. -- Wednesday Horn 

a r e  you going t o  get  a d ivorce.  419 Dundas S t  

Deares t Boy 

I was so so r ry  t o  hear t h a t  you had been so long shut i n  the  house I 

should have gone home but  I thought t h a t  by the  t ime I got  there  your eyes 

would most l i k e l y  be w e l l  and they begged me t o  s tay.  i f  I get  a t i c k e t  from 

you today I t h i n k  I w i l l  s tay as long as i t  w i l l  l a s t  as Mais ie i s  going t o  do 

so. do you t h i n k  t h a t  I can use a r e t u r n  t i c k e t  i f  i t  has not  been used on the 

road dawn. w i l l  you enquire about i t  dear if you have not  sent i t .  I am 

having a l ove ly  t ime they want me t o  s tay as long as possib le.  They a r e  a l l  

crazy f o r  us t o  come and 1 i v e  i n  Toronto oh how I wish I could you must keep 

your eyes open f o r  something here fo r  my sake M r .  Humphrey & Maggie and I are  



going t o  t r y  a walk i n t o  tawn today i t  i s  such a perfect  day so cool s n ice  

i f  we get t i r e d  we can take a car How are the g i r l s  I suppose they would 

rather do the work and have me away however you would not would you. I t  i s  

so good t o  fee l  tha t  they a l l  l i k e  me here. I always feel as if I were almost 

i n  a d i f f e r e n t  sphere. I fee l  j u s t  l o s t  i n  Ottawa except when I am w i t h  you 

which you must remember i s  only a small po r t ion  o f  the time. Well dearie I 

am going t o  stop here g ive my love t o  a l l .  Maggie and I dressed up i n  regu- 

l a r  Japanese costumes l a s t  n igh t  and had a great time we are going t o  have a 

l i t t l e  dance tonight .  but I w i l l  t e l l  you a l l  I have been doing when I get 

home i f  I get a t i c k e t  today - which w i l l  only l a s t  t e l l  f r i day  I suppose I 

w i l l  have t o  s t a r t .  Well keep wel l  dear f o r  your own Chick xxxxxxxxxxxxx 

5 .  Haud Playter  Lampman t o  A. L. 

Post O f f i ce  Department / Ottawa, / Ontario 

PARKDALE 10 PM SP 20 89 TORONTO 2 

Dear Archie 1 am j u s t  going t o  sc r ibb le  a l i n e  t o  say I w i l l  be home Monday 

and tha t  I have received the t i c k e t  I hope i t  w i l l  be a l l  r i g h t .  g ive my 

love t o  the g i r l s  and t h i s  note t o  Kate 

Your own lov ing  

xxxxxx Chick xxxx 

[Enclosure: 1 

Friday noon 

Dear Kate, Archie sa id  you wrote me a l e t t e r  addressed t o  the Stammers I 

got i t  a l l  right. but I t o l d  Archie t o  t e l l  you when he went home t o  t e l l  you 

not t o  expect a l e t t e r  t i l l  I went home unless you wanted something pa r t i cu l a r .  

I have so l i t t l e  time I never saw such a house we do nothing yet  the time 

f l i e s .  I have t o  w r i t e  i n  lead penc i l  because Al len & M r  Humphries are i n  



study where we have t o  w r i t e  They are f i x i n g  some book cases e t c  so 

I can not w r i t e .  there. The on ly  two days that  I have had time and arranged 

t o  go t o  cousin Maggie's i t  has rained I saw her a t  S - ' s one day she 

does not say anything about you but she does not say much of  anything She 

does not  care much about me you know. Maisie i s  coming here t o  lunch today 

and It i s  near ly one now so I have t o  f l y  I am going t o  t r y  fo r  a card tomor- 

row, but  I am a f r a i d  w i t h  ill success. I was looking f o r  a card a couple o f  

weeks ago. nobody seems t o  have any n ice  ones a t  a l l  I have never seen one 

w i t h  golden rod - Claude i s  going t o  take us t o  the Argonaut A t  Home tomorrow 

I do not know whether I w i l l  go o r  not  I have no dress my cream one w i l l  not  

tu rn  in .  however we may not have t o  dress much I am coming home Monday 

how are you a l l  Papa & you d i d  you l i k e  the peaches we sent. Well I must 

stop We are  going t o  The exh ib i t i on  t h i s  afternoon we went l a s t  Monday. 

w i t h  love yours lov ing ly  

For Kate 

6. k u d  P layter  Lampman t o  A. L. 

[no date: 2 Ju ly  18901 

Wednesday - 
Dearest o f  Spunks , 

I have no word from you yet  but I hope t o  hear t h i s  afternoon although i t  

i s  a f t e r  f i v e  n w .  I feel very blue j u s t  t h i s  moment as I have j u s t  come home 

from the Stamners where I found Auntie Brooke has had a pa ra le t i c  s t roke and I 

am a f r a i d  w i l l  hardly be we l l  again. Also her s i s t e r  has been ill and i s  t o  be 

taken t o  the hosp i ta l  f o r  incurables, so they are a l l  i n  trouble. Well dear .P 

how are you ge t t ing  along how are the eyes. I have been having a d e l i g h t f u l  



-7 
time they were a l l  glad t o  see me 5 wont hear o f  my going on Saturday Think 

I am crazy etc.  I do not know what t o  do o f  course I am anxious t o  stay but 

th ink  I had be t te r  not. I got mney from Hatre's a l l  r i g h t  & got spoons fo r  

Be l le  which cost e igh t  do l la rs  but  they are  good & they are engraving her - 
i n i t i a l s  Time i s  j u s t  vanishing I have only two days & I have r e a l l y  done 

nothing t I suppose i f  I do not go t o  see some o f  my f r iends they w i l l  be in -  

dignant. but i t  w i l l  remain as I sa id  unless I telegraph meet me I w i l l  send 

next door i f  not i n  o f f i c e  hours you see i t  takes three quarters of  an hour 

t o  get t o  t w n  & they get up so l a t e  Well dear ie good bye f o r  the present. 

I wish I had time to  hear from you before I decide but  suppose I cannot. 

Your own lov ing ly  

xxxxx Chick. puss xxxx 



Appendix 8 

Fami 1 y Correspondence 

1.  Archibald Lampman t o  Susanna Gesner Lampmn 

[On Christmas card w i t h  two p r in ted  poems: Scot t 's  " A t  Scarboro' Beach" 

and Lampman's "A Thunderstorm"] 

Christmas, 1891 

Ottawa 

Dear Mother 
0 f 

b y  the b e ~ t ~ e v e r y t h i n g ,  whether of  the mind, the body o r  the s p i r i t  be 

f o r  you; for  there could not come any happiness t o  you o f  any kind, which 

would be as much as you deserve. 

Archie & k u d  

2. A. L. t o  Isabel le  Lampman Voorhis 

P.O. Dept., Ottawa, 

29 Nov. 1893 

Dear Be1 le ,  

I am sorry indeed t o  hear tha t  you have had so unpleasant an exper 

i n  the way of boarding houses Perhaps things may improve. A t  any ra te  

pathize w i t h  Ernest 's desire t o  es tab l i sh  himself i n  some place where 1 

be easier  and f reer  than i n  New York. 

i ence 

I sym- 

i f e  w i l l  

I sha l l  ce r t a i n l y  come and see you i n  the spr ing i f  I can ra ise  the money. 

That o f  course i s  problematical; my finances a t  present are very low. 

thud i s  not very we l l ;  Kate i s  s ick ;  and no Servant can be got; so we are 

i n  a bad way ourselves. 

I have f a i l e d  al together t o  get my new volume published; and have conse- 

quently gone t o  work and made up another, containing work o f  a considerably 



d i f f e ren t  character. 

a t  once. I t  w i l l  be 

I have 

in te res t  

i t  ready and intend t o  t r y  It on the pub1 ishers 

ing t o  watch the resu l t .  They w i l l  a t  any ra te  

perceive tha t  I mean business, and propose t o  keep on making up books t i l l  

some one takes ho ld  o f  them. 

The only Birthday memorial I can send you t h i s  time - by reason o f  my 

temporary impecuniosity - i s  the enclosed - which i s  the f i r s t  piece i n  my 

new volume. I rather l i k e  i t .  What do you say? 

My best wishes t o  Brer Ernest. 

Your a f fec t iona te  Brother 

A. Larnpman 

P.S. Hy salary has been increased t o  $1 100, and as soon as 1 have paid o f f  

the things tha t  are now burdening me, I ought t o  be comfortable enough. 

3. A. L. t o  I. L. Voorhis 

P.O. Department, 

d 
Ottawa, 3 Mch. 1894 

Hy dear Be1 le ,  

I am sorry t o  hear that  things have gone unfortunately w i t h  you; ye t  i t  

i s  something not t o  be prost ra ted by i l l ness ,  not t o  be completely crushed. 

When you get up here again f o r  the summer you w i l l  f i n d  the breath of  f r ee  

l i f e  return,  even i f  the contents of the pocket be somewhat scanty. 

I fear tha t  I sha l l  have t o  g ive up al together the idea o f  going t o  New 

York. I have not been able somehow t h i s  win ter  t o  get even w i t h  my debts. 

They are ce r t a i n l y  not large, but they must be paid, and I sha l l  have t o  eco- 

nom i ze 

I n  the Ebrch number o f  the A t l a n t i c  Monthly you w i l l  see my "City o f  the 

End o f  Things"; I t h i nk  i t  i s  a poem which should exc i te  some not ice 



I have heard nothing yet from Houghton M i f f l i n  d Co i n  regard t o  my 

second book; but a so r t  o f  prospect has opened o f  ge t t i ng  i t  issued by Stone 

& Kimball; a new f i r m ,  to  which B l i s s  Carman i s  about t o  act  as L i t e ra r y  Ad- 

v iser .  I hope however that  the Boston people w i l l  see f i t  t o  undertake i t  

I have f in ished and am working over a long piece which has occupied me 

fo r  more than a year. I t  i s  ca l l ed  "The Story o f  an A f f i n i t y " ,  i s  a so r t  o f  

nove le t te  i n  blank verse, and contains about 2000 l i nes  

I bel ieve tha t  i t  i s  a good t h i ng  and w i l l  do more t o  make me a name 

than any other th ing  o r  things I have w r i t t en .  I th ink  t h i s  to-day: perhaps 

to-morrow I sha l l  be damning i t !  

I wish I could v i s i t  New York. I have been s ink ing a l l  w in ter  i n t o  a 

deeper p i t  o f  morbid and nervous exasperation and a change would ce r t a i n l y  do 

some good. Nevertheless we must keep s t r a i gh t  f i nanc ia l l y .  Maybe some happy 

change w i l l  improve the s ta te  of  my purse. Give my love t o  Ernest, and wish 

him we l l  from me. 

Your a f fec t iona te  Brother 

A. Lampman 

4. A. L. t o  I. L. Voorhis 

[Enclosure: cl ipping o f  "Successors o f  Pan" dated Apr i 1 , 18941 

Dear Be1 l e  

These verses are from the New York "Independent" and are rather good, I 

th ink.  

The Spring winds are beginning t o  grow s o f t  and the flowers w i l l  soon be 

i n  blossom. 

Hother i s  moving out t o  her place to-day -- rather ear ly ,  i t  seems t o  me, 

but she cannot we l l  he lp  i t .  



My l ove  to Ernest. 

Yours a f fec t  l y  

A. L. 

5. A. L. t o  N a t a l i e  Lampman 

[ ~ u n e  22-25, 1897 o r  August 24-29, 1898; from Ha l i f ax ]  

Dear Cur ls .  

Your daddy i s  i n  a strange c i t y  a long way o f f  by the  sea -- where the  

water i s  f u l l  o f  s a l t  and you can see the  j e l l y  f i s h  moving about s lowly  l i k e  

l a rge  orange, purp le  fr inged, f lowers between the  boats and the  wharves 

I gathered some strange l i t t l e  f lowers yesterday - w h i t i s h  w i t h  b lue  edges 

on s lender stems -- b4eae b l u e t t s  they a re  c a l l e d  I would l i k e  t o  g i ve  you 

some but  they are  too  wi thered t o  be any good. 

There i s  a n i c e  l i t t l e  g i r l  here c a l l e d  Anna - Anna Hclnnes - three years 

o l d  w i t h  s o f t  s i l k y  h a i r  and . ) + W e  l i g h t  and d e l i c a t e  as a f a i r y .  She says 
YOU her  

she would l i k e  t o  know you, and I am sure she would l i k e  yea. She says he r  

words very c l e a r l y  and d i s t i n c t l y  l i k e  you. She says them over t o  he rse l f  

t i l l  she gets them r i g h t .  

I am hoping t h a t  you a re  always a good g i r l ,  Cur ls ,  w h i l e  I am away. 

always be exceedingly good. 

Your a f f e c t i o n a t e  

Daddy. - 



la .  Archibald Lampman, S r . ,  t o  A.  L ,  

P.O. Department / Ottawa. 

Renf rew 

Dear Boy 

Expect shortness herein. I am t i r e d .  I w r i t e  t o  say tha t  I send e i t h e r  

to-night  o r  t o  morrow forenoon a Box o r  Basket - o f  Trout by Express, pre- 
o f  f i s h  

paid. The no.,,is 23. 19 o f  my own catching to-day i n  Ho l l i day 's  Creek 2 o r  

3 miles t o  the nor th .  4 are o f  D: Raines' catching. Raines i s  o f  Almonte. 

There were 3 others of  the Party Chris o f  the Ottawa Hotel son o f  the Propr ie t -  

1 
or. f l%ermt t  Auctioneer Braham a young f q o w  o f  the Albion Hotel.  These 

are a l l  young fellows. Raines and Chris are Keen Sports men. I made more 

endeavour than any-af the others. I am we l l  pleased w i t h  my luck to-day. The 

young fe l lows f ished a l i t t l e  and then went t o  R i f l e  Shooting a t  a mark. I 

got separated from them. They roasted t h e i r  f i s h  a t  a f i r e  i n  the woods i n  

the Indian s t y l e  and t o l d  me they were f ine.  They a lso  had nourishment o f  

other kinds i n  t rue  Pic-Nic mannet; such as Brandy, Beer, Cakes, Canned Sal- 
afternoon 

mon. I was out w i t h  the same party yesterday t o  Runaway horse Creek. This 
A 

place i s  2 miles t o  Eastward, and i s  i n  meadows o r  f i e l ds .  Wuch o f  the ground 

f ished on to-day was i n  the tangled woods; and the creek s l i d ,  cataracted, and 
ed p rec ip i tous ly  

pooled i t s e l f  i n  a narrow gorge, over Granite Rocks and descending f a s t  along 

a b i g  [? ]  range of  H i  11s. Yesterday the fe l lows distanced me i n  f ishing.  
i 

They caught a t  least  a Dozen a piece. They were more a g i l e  than; besides they 
A 

knew where the f i sh  schools were. Yesterday my catch was only 3. But 

caught few I a te  many. A t  the Parson's i n  the Evening I had two fo r  my 

They were very wel l ;  but grievously imperfect i n  comparison o f  the 4 wh 

i f  I 

Supper. 

i ch  I 



ate t h i s  morning for  Breakfast a t  the Hotel.  Trout must be f r i e d  a good deep 

Creek i s  an 

sedgy meadows 

feet  wide and 

Yesterday was 

brown and slowly and made cr isp.  These were f r i e d  i n  Butter .  Runaway horse 

ideal Trout stream; Bf-eearse; i .e . ,  running through grassy 

; and i n  a r i p p l i n g  musical flow and i s  not more than 3 o r  4 

general ly from 1 t o  2 feet  deep. You see I have l o s t  no time. 

d 
my 2, day. The d r i ve  out  and back t o  and from these places a t  

a f i n e  r a t t l i n g  pace w i t h  a good l i v e r y  r i g  was i n  i t s e l f  a novel o r  unrecent 

sensation t o  me. And the weather has been perfect .  

The company too were a gentlemanly, r o l l i c k i n g  Sportsmanlike set .  Here 

I break o f f .  The Parson here, Young e l  ther  has no room f o r  a v i s i t o r  or :  -- 
speaks e v i l  things. So I have t o  be here a t  the Ottawa Hotel.  To-morrow I 
re tu rn  purport t o  
go t o  Almonte, where I sha l l  remain t i l l  Monday; and then I she++ go t o  

Mheeleyls t o  stay a day o r  2. I f  anything should come t o  me through the 

Post which i t  concerns me t o  see, send i t  t o  Carlton. 

With love t o  the Youngsters I am your a f fec t iona te  Father 

A. Lampman 

A.L. Esqr 

P.O. Dep. 

Ottawa - 

2a. Archibald Lampman, S r .  t o  A. L. 

P.O. Department / Ottawa 

C.P. RY OTT r P: ARTHUR M.C. JY 30 87 2 - Free [handwr 

Mattawa Ju 

i t t en ]  

1y zsS? 

Dear Archie 

I ar r i ved  here duly on Tuesday about 9 o clock i n  the evening. 1 am a t  

P. O'Farrel ls  Hotel: a very good o rder l y  house. As t o  the natural  features o f  



152 

l o c a l i t y  
t h i s  p+ace, they are decidedly Norwegian: rocks, rocks nothing but  rocks. 

Just i n  town the land i s  elevated but  l i t t l e  above the Ottawa upon which i t  i s  

located. But over ha l f ,  o r  near ly a l l  the town s i t e  enormous b ~ u l d e r s  cover 
bu i l d i ng  

the whole surface. I n  c lea r ing  the ground for ,a house one has t o  c+ear re- , \ 

move an average o f  4 feet t h i ck  o f  these stone. I look out o f  my window t o  

the East, I see j u s t  across the Street  no other house than a new roughly 
one 

clap-boarded hawse, uninhabited: no other bu i l d i ng  i s  i n  view eastward; but 

rocks, and young Pines f i l l  the space. The smooth boulders shine i n  the sun. 
every 

On aba acre there are 30 o r  40 o f  these Neptunian pebbles from 15 t o  20 feet 

i n  diameter. The res t  varying and diminishing t o  2 feet  i n  diameter. On the 

east s ide o f  us the Land i s  near ly leve l ;  and the young Pines 10 o r  12 feet  

h igh f i l l  about equal spaces w i t h  the boulders. The pines are r e a l l y  beau- 

t i e s ;  they are growing very vigorously. The Red Pine i s  numerous but not 

h a l f  so many as the White. On the north west across the Mattawa which f a l l s  
a t  

i n t o  the Ottawa here a par t  o f  the town i s  located +n the junc t ion  o f  the two 

Rivers. Just across the Street  t o  the northward, some 6 rods away i s  the Eng- 

l i s h  Church, f a i r l y  b u i l t  o f  b r i c k ,  and the "Pas-sin-idga" by the s ide o f  i t .  

Over t h i s  church, Master Foster B l i s s  predominates. He and h i s  w i f e  are of 

Ottawa. His w i f e  mourns the loss o f  the Flesh Pots of  Ottawa. However she 

and Foster have done very wel l  They have 7 chi ldren,  a l l  o f  near ly the same 

size. Master B l i s s  has a k ind o f  Ecc les ias t ica l  Pol ice under h i s  command con- 

s i s t i n g  o f  2 young Englishmen, named Harding and Cresswick. These are not  

yet  ordained, but "are nigh onto it." They assume the C le r i ca l  dress. And 

i n  the mrn ings  you see these fe l lows dodging round t o  i n  Cassock Coats down t o  

t h e i r  heels, and we l l  and broadly be l ted a t  the waist .  Here the Nat ive may 
and ought t o  be 

see what the Anglican manner of conducting the Church Service is,,. These 

young Fellows are n ice  fe l lows indeed, awful ly  English, and Conceited; but ye t  



ingenuous, and Kindly. They complain o f  the weakness o f  the Church here i n  

Hattawa, the fewness of the numbers o f  Church Worshippers; and the lamentably 

wrong impression o f  even Church people as t o  the j u s t  au thor i t y  o f  the Clergy. 

They f i n d  tha t  the Canadian World has no idea of the power, d i gn i t y  and esteem 

which the Church has i n  and enjoys i n  England. They have learned - so much: 

some other disagreeable lessons o f  the troubles before a Church o f  England 
are ye t  t o  be learned by them 
Parson,. 1 wish t h e i r  fu tu re  experiences could be wholly pleasant. These 

young men w i t h  t h e i r  Chief ho ld  Services on the l i n e  o f  the C.P.R. 50 o r  60 
which f a l l s  i n  

miles e i t h e r  way. I went yesterday up the Antoin Creek, 3 miles up the Ottawa. 

Has an Indian v i l l a g e  a t  i t s  mouth could not catch one Trout. The stream i s  

very large, and Trout had been b i t i n g  up t o  a few days ago; but the drought 
s are w i l l  

had diminished the water and the Dogs were sur l y  and wea+d not look a t  a hook. 
fur ther  

3 o r  4 m i  les,up the stream f i s h  are sa id  t o  be catchable yet ,  though the 

season i s  unfavourable. This i s  the only t r o u t  stream i n  the neighborhood on 

the Ontario side. 2 miles away on the Quebec s ide there i s  a small lake sa id  

t o  be fabulously r i c h  i n  Trout .  There i s  so l i t t l e  communication w i t h  the 

nor th  Shore here tha t  there i s  not even a f e r r y  much less a Bridge. So that  

the idea o f  going across the r i v e r  t o  f i s h  seems disagreeable; f o r  one would 

have to row himsel f  over, and against a strong current .  Besides the mountain 

r i ses  s t r a i g h t  up from the 
rn 

be repaid by 12 Trout, a t  

There i s  sa id  t o  be a gold 

d i r e c t l y  opposite the Town 
mov 

shore 560 feet  and t o  cl imb over tha t  would scarcely 

east t o  me, whose wind i s  not good. 

mine and a S i l ve r  mine r i g h t  i n  the top o f  the h i l l ,  

I wish I had the strength o f  Enceladus who shakes 
ng s i - 

mountains i n  h i s  s l i g h t  ovings, I would "bust" some o f  these rocky ridges 

asunder and see what may be inside.  But s ince I cant do tha t  I th ink  I sha l l  

not  even take the t roub le  t o  go and look a t  the mines. There are no summits 

over 560 feet  h igh here. As t o  t r o l l i n g  e i t he r  i n  the Ottawa o r  the Mattawa, 



(which i s  a r i v e r  4 times as large as the ~ i d e a u , )  i t  i s  unpaying. Yesterday 

a Young Man, a Comnercial Trave l ler  from Toronto, rowed me 3 miles up the 

Ottawa t o  the f i sh ing  Creek, and I he ld  h i s  t r o l l i n g  l i ne ;  but "nary a b i t e  

d i d  I get." I met t h i s  morning a t  h i s  Store here 4 Rankin the Hudson Bay's 

Factor for  t h i s  Section. Amongst o ther  things he informed me tha t  he takes 

i n  5 o r  6 hundred Beaver Skins i n  a Year. They are worth from 4 t o  6 do l la rs  

a piece. The Beaver he says are u t t e r l y  dr iven out o f  some p+ o f  t h e i r  best 

t r ac t s  by Lumberman a t  a distance o f  60 miles from here. S t i l l  there are 

some only a few miles from Hattawa. Notwithstanding what I have sa id  the 

Beaver f i l l  a l l  t h i s  country between us and Hudson Bay and are indest ruct ib le .  

Where White men have not gone the Beaver holds h i s  own. The Indians t r e a t  him 
tha t  i s  pro tect  him as p r o f i t a b l e  

as a Domestic animal,,. So says Rankin. The Indian w i l l  not k i l l  o r  permit 

t o  be k i l l e d  a young Beaver; nor w i l l  he permit Beaver poaching on h i s  t e r r i -  

to ry .  Partr idges are abundant here; though I have seen none. I could have 

f i l l e d  my pockets w i t h  Hazel Nuts yesterday. And o f  course Berries, Blue and 

other are the s tap le  product o f  the country. I must wind up. F i r s t  dont l e t  

Be l la  employ any other Photographer than Topley. Second, send anything f o r  me 

here i n  the mean time. Send any ex t ra  Papers, and w r i t e  

I am your a f fec t iona te  

Father 

A. Lampman - 
A. Lampman 

P . 0 ,  Dep m t  

Ottawa 



3a. Ernest Voorhis t o  A. L. 

however i f 

the  ~ i i v r e  

grand t ime 

Our p 

l i k e l y  and 

65 West 9 f i  s t  

NO& 26 - 91 

My dear Arch - 
The i n t e r e s t  t h a t  your f r i ends  i n  general feel  w i t h  regard t o  your pros- 

pec t i ve  h e i r  and "boss" i s  not conf ined t o  Ottawa alone - We here not  on l y  

share your anx ie ty  but  we fee l  a personal sense o f  ownership i n  the  l i t t l e  one 

and a na tu ra l  wish t o  have a hand i n  the management o f  th ings  such as the  

g i v i n g  o f  a name. You see being a young fa the r  and mother you must submit t o  

the  usual assis tance people genera l ly  fee l  impel led t o  g i ve  and you w i l l  be 

lucky if you escape rece iv ing  a book on c h i l d r e a r i n g  - i n  f a c t  o l d  man I have 

i n  mind now one e n t i t l e d  the  "Hygiene o f  Childhood'' t o  which I w i l l  i n v i t e  

your care fu l  perusal .  I t  was i n f l i c t e d  upon me by my brother- in- law j u s t  be- 

fo re  our marriage - You see I dont look upon the  a f f a i r  w i t h  any great  doubts 

as t o  the  f i n a l  issue being p e r f e c t l y  sa fe  and normal - Maud i s  one o f  the  

most sens ib le  and ca re fu l  g i r l s  and she has taken such good care o f  h e r s e l f  

t h a t  w i t h  reasonable precaut ion a l l  w i l l  go w e l l  i f  everyone keeps cool  and 

t r u s t s  nature  - I n  a few words you w i l l  be the  happiest couple a l i v e  and 

a l l aw  me t o  say t h a t  t h a t  c h i l d  w i l l  be one i n  a thousand - You may expect t o  

f i n d  the  whole^famlly p r e t t y  w i l d  over the a r r i v a l  judg ing from present symp- 

tons- Please g i ve  my love t o  Maud - 
I dont suppose you care about d iscussing any p lan  f o r  next summer. But 

YOU 
you dont go away from Ottawa what wouldAthink o f  t ak ing  a t r i p  up 

p a r t y  f o r  a week and have a t o  White F ish  Lake? We might get up a 

- 
lans -are made t o  re tu rn  t o  Ottawa - Be 

t h 
I s h a l l  a r r i v e  about the  1- o f  June, 

1 l e  w i l l  go back i n  A p r i l  very 

e a r l  f e r  than l a s t  year, n o t  



having t o  wa i t  for  the comnencement. 

My un i ve rs i t y  work i s  progressing we l l  and other a f f a i r s  as wel l  - 
With best love from Be l le  & myself 

Yours as ever 

Ernest Voorhis 

4a. Isabel le  Lampman Voorhis t o  A. L .  

65 West 9& S t  

Dec I@ 1891 

Hy dear Archie - 
I was much pleased t o  receive your l e t t e r ,  i t  seemed so long since we had 

heard from you - Thank you very much f o r  your k ind  wishes on my b i r thday - I 

a lso passed yours by w i t h  regret ,  having no money j u s t  then & besides the d i f -  

f i c u l t y  o f  sending books on account o f  the duty. 

I can we l l  imagine tha t  your thoughts & funds are taken up by the expected 

cherub - I am sure there i s  no cause f o r  alarm about the c h i l d  from what I 

have heard - i t  i s  such a great b lessing that  Maud i s  so wel l  6 argues very 

favorably f o r  everything going smoothly Ernest & I chuckle cont inua l ly  over 
&.. 

the prospect of becoming an aunt & uncle - I suppose tha t  c h i l d  w i l l  be re- 

garded by the whole Lampman fami ly as one o f  the n ine wonders o f  the world. 

Ernest 6 I are b i t t e r l y  disappointed a t  not being able t o  send any g i f t  t o  

Canada t h i s  year l a s t  year we sa id  - wel l  next year we sha l l  be be t t e r  o f f  6 

able t o  send some n ice r  g i f t s  home 6 here we are worse o f f  than ever - we have 

not been able t o  save a cent o r  begin t o  pay o f f  our Storage B i l l  ye t  - so I 

know you understand our impecuniosity & w i l l  take our w i l l  f o r  the deed. I am 

deep i n  the t h i r d  volume o f  Hodern Painters which I f i n d  a most remarkable 

book d t o  me qu i t e  a l i t t l e  education i n  i t s e l f  - Occasionally though M r  Ruskin 



t i r e s  the head 6 one wants t o  refresh oneself w i t h  something e n t i r e l y  spon- 

taneous 6 near t o  Nature - 6 I very f requent ly take out  of  my l i t t l e  bookshelf 

r 
the volume of  poems of  &Arch iba ld  Lampman & always lay down my book w i t h  an 

inward & h e a r t i l y  sincere blessing f o r  the person who can g ive such exquis i te  

pleasure as one derives from w e ' l l  say the l a s t  f i v e  verses o f  Among the Tim- 

othy - O f  l a t e  I have come t o  agree w i t h  others tha t  when you are simply ex- 

pressing your perceptions o f  Nature you are best & 1 do not th ink  anything 

could be more per fec t  tha t  "Winter", Freedom", Horning on the Lievre", which 
are very inv igorat ing t o  one. 

i s  a great favor i te  o f  mine & a l l  i n  fact ,  -- They are things which j u s t  - do 

one good cooped up i n  t h i s  maelstrom o f  a place w i t h  nothing but  b r i c k  wal ls  - 
Elevated t r a i ns  & impure a i r  for  company outs ide o f  the house - I o f t en  

doubt i f  I sha l l  every be happy - I cannot imagine what I was meant f o r  - but 
sha l l  

ce r t a i n l y  something which I never have & never w+++ r ea l i ze  - We have had no 

snow yet  & most per fec t  weather w i t h  only occasional ra ins - I am glad tha t  

you have f in ished David & Ab iga i l  was not that  

some passages i n  i t  which I approved o f  - We11 

hoping anxiously f o r  your speedy happiness - w 

i t? I f  I remember you read me 

dear boy I must stop now - 
i t h  much love from Ernest & me 

t o  k u d  f you 
,- 

Lovingly yours 

Be1 l e  

5a. Annie Lampman t o  A. L. 

Sydney, C. B. 

Ju ly  2@- 192 

My dear Archie 

I have been going t o  w r i t e  you a l i n e  o r  two f o r  the l a s t  week, but from 

day t o  day have put i t  o f f  - I am sorry that  1 missed you every time you came 



before I came away, but  I could not know when you would be there - 
We have had a very pleasant t r i p  though ra ther  more of  [ the time] has 

been spent i n  t r a v e l l i n g  than I should have wished, if there had been a 

choice - However the weather has been perfect ,  f as most of our Journeying 

has been done by boat, i t  has a l l  been l i k e  a hol iday.  We came down the S t  

Lawrence 5 out the Gul f  t o  the North o f  Cape Breton, & round the Coast t o  

Sydney: then by boat through the Bras D ' O r  lakes t o  S t  Peter 's  which i s  on 

the southwest shore o f  C.  8. -- stayed i n  S t  Peter 's  a week & took boat 

round by the s t r a i t s  o f  Canso [D ] t r a i n  back t o  Sydney on [ the]  way 

home - That i s  the po in t  o f  the Journey tha t  we have reached now - Our coal- 

boat s a i l s  tomorrow afternoon & we hope t o  get back t o  Ottawa on Friday n ight ;  

but  i t  may not be t i l l  Saturday. This country i s  very beau t i fu l ,  & w i t h  much 

more i n d i v i d u a l i t y  - The sea, o f  course i s  the Great Thing: i t  seems hard t o  

f i n d  a b i t  o f  Seacoast i n  Cape Breton tha t  i s  not a t t r ac t i ve .  Sydney i s  a gay 

1 i t t l e  place, [not ]  much more than a v i  1 lage [but ]  made 1 i ve l y  by the coming 

going o f  ships o f  a1 1 kinds from fisherman's boats t o  [French] & Engl i sh  

Han-o f -~a i  ships. There i s  a french f lag-sh ip  i n  the Harbor r i g h t  i n  f r on t  

o f  our windows now. I t  i s  a very b r i g h t  handsome th ing,  decorated w i t h  t r i -  

colored f lags:  b w i t h  pol ished whi te decks & f i x i ngs  shin ing i n  the sun - I t  

i s  ca l l ed  The Arethuse & the sa i l o r s  are  t yp i ca l  Frenchman, o f  the broad-faced 

brown-bearded kind, w i t h  l o t s  o f  hor izonta l  wr inkles i n  t h e i r  foreheads when 

they laugh -- they look [I ike]  the p ic tures i n  "Sartarin" [? ]  very picturesque 

i n  t h e i r  s a i l o r ' s  clothes - always kept as neat & clean as wax. They had a 

t h 
Grand ce lebrat ion on the 1 6 :  anniversary o f  something,-perhaps the storming 

o f  the B a s t i l l e  - & the ship was covered w i t h  f lags;  i t  looked very love ly  too, 

5 thundered out  a royal sa lu te  w i t h  guns that  almost knocked t h i s  house down - 
i t  being ra ther  a d i lap idated s t ruc tu re  a t  best. That was the day we went 



through the Lakes - They are beau t i f u l  b i t s  of [water] and h i l l  scenery - I 

dont [ th ink ]  I have ever seen anything p r e t t i e r  t S t  Peter 's  has a charming 

s i t ua t i on  e t  the base o f  a deep bay looking r i g h t  out on the A t l a n t i c  - Our 

windows were r i g h t  i n  the middle o f  the curve so that  we had always a beaut i -  
one day 

f u l  view - We had a d r i veA r i gh t  out  t o  the sea & encountered a picturesque 

fishing-hamlet j u s t  such as one imagines -- low t ide ,  & boats o f  a l l  kinds 

h igh C dry - picturesque groups o f  ch i ld ren  wading i n  the pools o r  l y i n g  i n  

the [sun] queer l i t t l e  cottages on a [ ] & stony h i l l s i d e ,  - women 

[carry ing]  bundles o f  faggots on t h e i r  shoulders - nets hung t o  dry & f i s h  

spread out  on rude tables dry ing & out  o f  the cove the blue dancing waves 

s t re tch ing  away out t o  the creamy mist & being l o s t  i n  the clouds - One day 

we went t o  I s l e  Hadame i n  a sa i lboat  & had a g lor ious s a i l  i n  a f resh breeze. 

How we f lew over the waves! i t  was splendid - The s a l t  spray [washed] a l l  over 

us, as we rose on a sea & splashed [down] on the next. The boat seemed 1 i ke  

a l i v i n g  being, as i t  he ld  bravely across the wind o r  f lew before i t  as we d i d  

coming back. The only th ing  we regret  i s  that  we could not go t o  S t  P ier re  de 

Hiquelon which i s  an is land j u s t  out i n  the sea from Newfoundland -- an island, 

but nothing but a rock or  heap o f  rocks -- no soi  

from wrecks - a populat ion o f  fishermen, by trade 

l i v i n g  qu i t e  happi ly  on t h i s  [desert]  

Well, I d i d  not intend [ t o  t e l l ]  t h i s  when I 
w i t h  

1 except what has come there 

, many o f  them convicts - 

began, and i t  r e a l l y  i s  not 

much, i n  comparison,,what I might deluge you w i t h  - 
What I p a r t i c u l a r l y  wanted was t o  say two things -- f i r s t l y  tha t  I sup- 

pose tha t  I sha l l  be married soon a f t e r  I get home (about the l l f -of  August) 

and tha t  I want t o  c la im your promise of  being a t  the church - Perhaps i t  w i l l  

be j u s t  as we l l  that  there be no one else. I dont know what day i t  w i l l  be, 

but I can t e l  l [you] tha t  when I get back - Secondly, I want you t o  [ ? ] 



out a l l  that  you know about my debt made i n  January - I want t o  get a t  l eas t  

a c lea r  understanding o f  i t :  because i t  i s  absurd tha t  I should not know the 

amount o f  the debt & t o  whom i t  i s  owed - Please Dear Bear, dont put  i t  o f f ,  

but t r y  t o  t e l l  me as much as you know o f  i t .  

~ 6 b e e  t e l l s  me that  Na ta l ie  has been ill again: I am so sorry t o  hear i t  

ti hope [ the]  poor wee th ing  i s  be t te r  [by ] a lso tha t  Naud & you are 

keeping on good terms w i t h  heal th.  I wish you could a l l  have a l i t t l e  whi le  

o f  Sea-air: there seems t o  be nothing so inv igorat ing:  i t  has made me feel 

q u i t e  a d i f f e ren t  person - Give my love t o  Maud & sweet Na ta l ie  & take care 

of yoursel f Dear M r  Bear, 

Your a f fec t iona te  s i s t e r  

Annie - 

6a. I sabe l le  Lampman Voorhis t o  A. L.  

Pooles Resort 

t h Ju ly  7- 1895 

My dear Archie 

M n y  thanks f o r  the co rd ia l  i n v i t a t i o n  which you & Maud have extended t o  

us -- we hope t o  be able t o  spend a day o r  two w i t h  you before leaving f o r  New 

York although I am loath  t o  even do that  on account of k u d s  condi t ion - as 

she must fee l  any ext ra  excitement too much. But we fee l  that  i t  i s  very hos- 

p i t a b l e  o f  you t o  ask us. 

We are leading a so r t  o f  vegetable existence here which (a1 though I know i t  i s  

good f o r  us both) I sometimes fee l  l i k e  kick+ng-ing against as being too s tup id  

6 inane. We are out  on the r i v e r  morning, noon, & n igh t  except tha t  sometime 

dur ing the day i f  i t  i s  not too hot we go on a b i r d  hunt armed w i t h  my opera 

glasses. We have had good luck a t  b i rds  - we have come across the rose 



breasted grosbeak 6 the Indigo b i r d  c the res t  o f  the black & whi te warbler 

w i t h  the female s i t t i n g  on f i v e  b r m  spotted eggs. Then we are watching the 

hatching & development o f  a fami ly of Kingbirds & a young warbl ing oreo which 
i t  

was ev ident ly  j u s t  learning ha t  t o  get about by himself - 
We have been chasing a f t e r  an Oven-bird f o r  a long time but have not - seen him 

yet  - I would l i k e  ever so much t o  f i n d  t h e i r  nest - i t  must be such a queer 

one. 

Thank you f o r  sending us your poem - I am not as much impressed by i t  as I am 
work 

usual ly by your poems. You have a good sonnet i n  the Century f o r  July. I have 
u 

done hardly any reading f o r  months. My eyes have been t r ~ b l i n g  me so much I 

am a f r a i d  I sha l l  have seri;us t rouble w i t h  them. 

T e l l  Haud I am going t o  answer her l e t t e r  i n  a very few days. You are not 
vacation 

going away f o r  your vsetatian t i l l  next month are you? I suppose Kate w i l l  

soon be coming f o r  her three weeks hol iday - Ernest & I both send much love 

t o  you 6 Haud 5 Nata l ie  

Yours a f fec t ionate ly  

Be1 l e  

P.S. I advise you t o  be careful  about the canoe on the Ottawa r i ve r ,  she i s  

p re t t y  o l d  now -- & keep her i n  water f o r  some days for  she may leak badly 

I am a l i t t l e  nervous about Haud going out i n  her - 

7a. Ernest Voorhis t o  A. L. 

P.O. Department / Ottawa / Ontario / Canada 

NEW YORK NOV 25 930 AM W 

103 West 88 

24th ~ovem[ber, 18951 

tly dear Archie, 



I understand from flr Hel lyer  tha t  en exce l lent  map on a very large scale 

of  the upper Ottawa, can be seen a t  the Upper Ottawa Improvement Coy's o f f i c e ,  

of which M r  Green i s  Secretary - and I have no doubt but tha t  you could obta in  

a t rac ing  o f  the same which would answer our purpose very we l l .  He a lso t e l l s  

me tha t  canoes for  three men may be had there i n  abundance a [ t  ] reasonable 

pr ices - fro[m 1 t o  8 do l l a r s  - 
[He salys tha t  a Hudson Bay [ .] post i s  located a t  the [heald o f  Lake 

Temiscaminque which we would f i n d  in te res t ing  t o  v i s i t  - I t  seems t o  me tha t  

d 
a pleasant t r i p  w- be t o  s t a r t  from the head o f  L. Temiscaminque, through L. 

des Quinges, on up the Ottawa i n t o  Grand Lake and explore tha t  - It i s  ev i -  

dent ly  very large and would a f f o r d  us p lenty  o f  f i sh i ng  & canoeing - There 

seems t o  be an H.P. Post there also.  The route back would be simple enough 

and perhaps we could dispense w i t h  the [serv] ices o f  a guide- We [ouglht t o  

have three men [ ] our large canoe and two i n  the smal le[r  f i v e ]  i n  a l l  

- I know a good [ man ] here a M r  Smith who w[ould] l i k e  t o  go w i t h  us - He 

i s  attached t o  the Museum o f  Natural H is tory  i n  the lndian Dep't - speaks the 

Algonquin g ibber ish and hunts lndian r e l i c s  every summer f o r  the museum - 
t 

Would your Gov- al low him t o  send back here any mater ia l  he could f i n d  on the 

t r i p ,  o r  i s  i t  contrary t o  law? Perhaps Duncan could inform you about t h i s .  

d Some red tape would have t o  be spun out  here, but he w- be a splendid fe l low 

[ to ]  take along - a gentleman [and] a man you could [depelnd upon f o r  hard and 

[hanldy work and not green a t  the business. 

I have watched f o r  your b 2 k  expecting t o  see Copeland & Day's announce- 

ment d a i l y  - 1 no t i ce  that  they have issued Duncan's book - What do you hear 

from Engl and? 

Be l le  i s  gradual ly ge t t ing  back t o  her normal condi t ion - It i s  hard 

enough i n  t h i s  place t o  recuperate - I am about tak ing up the t rans la t ion  [of 



s ] o m  ear l y  French 1 i te ra tu re  of the 13th cent 'y  [ 1 

r e l a t i n g  t o  the Albigen[sian ] Part  o f  the f i e l d  t o  be  overed] i s  a prose 

and verse nar ra t i ve  by one o f  the Troubadours i n  Languedocian o r  Provencal - 
1 

I t s  t rans la t ion  i s  necessary t o  b r i ng  out  my inferences regarding the Albig-  

ensian war ti w i l l  probably g ive me a good b i x  o f  labour. I am encouraged t o  
be 

undertake the work as the f i e l d  seems t o  untouched i n  Engl ish, and perhaps 
A 

the con t r ibu t ion  may be accepted - The L a t i n  i s  easy enough. There i s  much 

d i f f i c u l t y  i n  ge t t i ng  hold o f  the books as there are only two o r  three copies 

i n  the l ib ra r ies  here and I can[not] a f f o r d  the time f o r  t h [  1 n 

the 1 i b ra r  ies - Trle books [are] too cost 1 y f o r  purchase [ Tlhey number two 

o r  three hundred vals d comprise a1 1 tha t  remains o f  the ear l y  Troubadour 6 

L a t i n  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  France. 

I am interested i n  Casper Whitney's account o f  h i s  t r i p  th ro '  the North- 

west now appearing i n  Harper's - I t  w i l l  be wel l  worth reading. 

Yours a f fec t iona te ly  

Ernest 

lb .  Archibald Lampman, S r .  t o  Susanna Gesner 

[ E ~ ~ \ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ :  'Poem "For Bel l a  a t  Havers t raw on the ~udson '~ ]  

New York 

Paci f i c Hotel 

Wednesday Evening 

My Dearest Susanna 
on 1 y 

I ar r i ved  here yesterday evening, and consequently had nothing t o  comun- A 

i ca te  t i l l  now, f o r  I had no opportuni ty o f  seeing any one t i l l  to-day. I 

went t h i s  morning t o  c a l l  on Dr. Gesner; and d i d  not f i n d  him a t  home, but saw 



42 Gesner and Herbert the Parson. I was i n v i t e d  t o  remain t o  dinner when I 

should see the D r .  But as Herbert was going t o  the Convention o f  the Church 
i n  S t  John's Church i n  N e w  York 

which has to-day comnenced i t s  session went w i t h  him, and returned t o  dinner 
A 

s t  a t  6 p.m. b s t  fashionable and most comfortable hour perhaps t o  the 

d i sc i p l i ned  e n t r a i l s  o f  the C i t s  of  New York. but the importunity o f  my pro- 
by 

fane senses led me t o  m i t iga te  tha t  extreme refinement my vu lgar l y  making a 

so l  i d  dinner a t  the Hotel , by the way of  prelude. A t  Dinner I met d Gesner 

and was received very hospi tably by him. A f t e r  making some thousand and one 

i nqu i r i es  about h i s  Brother and you a l l  he o f fe red  me the f r ee  use of  h i s  

house wh i le  I should remain i n  the Ci ty .  & Gesner i s  a s t a t e l y  Lady, but 

k i nd  notwithstanding. There were four sons present a t  dinner. The Eldest 

( I f o r g e t  h i s  name) i s  I be l ieve a p rac t i ca l  Geologist; John i s  j u s t  now com- 
a t  

mencing h i s  studies f o r  the Church, having graduated i n  Columbia College a 

short  t ime ago; the next i s  a Medical sad Student; and the l a s t  i s  a fe l low I 

should say about 16 years o f  age, and I be l ieve i s  remarkable for  a b i l i t y  a t  
p lay ing a game o f  

Bass b a l l ;  fromhwhich he had j u s t  returned. Bass b a l l  they contend i s  as good 
Cr icket  

as €hr; but I am not convinced by any manner o f  means. To-morrow morning I 

sha l l  have my v a l i s e  taken over t o  ML Gesners and sha l l  make tha t  my home as 
probably 

o r  rather praprab+y, I sha l l  get 

run fo r  Canada. I have an i n te r -  

long as I stay about New York. But perhaps, 

homesick by Friday morning and sha l l  cut and 

es t  i n  witnessing the proceedings o f  Convent 

sense would susta in  me so long, - t o  stay on 

e ldest  cousin a t  home promised me i f  I would 

see the Great things o f  the Ci ty.  He walked 

ion, and should l i k e ,  i f  my common 

tha t  account. Besides, your 

stay t i l l  Saturday t o  take me t o  

w i t h  me to-night  through par t  o f  

the C i t y  o f  New York: I mean New York as opposed t o  Brooklyn. Also Sam. F u l l e r  

son o f  0g Fu l l e r  o f  Thorold t o  whom I brought a l e t t e r  from h i s  maternal 

r e l a t i ve ,  promised t o  help me t o  the s igh t  and and hearing o f  the Great Suns 



o f  the C i t y  on Sunday, such as Henry Ward Beecher d D r .  Tyng, and the High 

Church operators a t  T r i n i t y  Church. These are the very strongest inducements 

but I may not be able t o  endure New York l i f e  more than one day more. I had 

a pleasant t a l k  w i t h  Herbert. He now o f f i c i a t e s  somewhere near Sing-Sing, 
Church 

but has the prospect of  a p h c e  i n  New York. He has only been ordained a few 
0 

months. He i s  a l l  enthusiasm. I saw one daughter a t  D r .  Gesner's, a u t  the 
?he had 

s ize  of  Haria, and about a quarter  as f i n e  looking. O r .  Gesner sa id  (he in -  
intended t o  go) 
tended t o  have gone) t o  Canada, he and $2 Gesner, t h i s  past summer, but was 

prevented by a press o f  business. They w i l l  go next sumer they say. He 

exep expressed a wish that  some o f  you would come and stay a wh i le  w i t h  him. 

-Enough o f  t h i s .  The journey from Albany t o  New York by Boat i s  l i k e  a voyage 
p 1 aces 

o f  enchantment. The scenery i s  most charming; i n  some t+mes the h i l l s  though 
o f  h i  k ind 

l o f t y  are not prec ip i  tous ~ ~ ( F B E X ~ ~ ~ H ~ " ~ ~ S ? ~ R $ ~ ~ A B ~ ~ Y )  but r i s e  5 o r  6 

hundred feet  presenting on t h e i r  slopes f i n e  f i e l d s  and orchards, and houses 

l i k e  palaces embosomed i n  groves o f  beau t i fu l  trees. The r i v e r  Islands too 
o f  the r i v e r .  

are beau t i f u l  i n  the upper pa r t  of-the-r iver-near-Mbany -About 30 miles down 

you see a l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  l y i n g  on some low h i l l s ;  and back o f  i t  a t  a distance 

o f  15 miles are the grand, g lor ious C a t s k i l l  Mountains. This v i l l a g e  i s  Athens; 

and i s  not u n f i t l y  named, since t o  the nor th  o f  Athens, though more remotely 

towered the l o f t y  s n w  crowned Olympus the home o f  the Gods. I t  made my blood 

t h r i l l  t o  see as we sped on our course w i t h  a beau t i fu l  sky over us, that  l i t t l e  
t i ngd  

namesake o f  the proud - c i t y  o f  the Greeks, and the mountains dark and shaded 
l i k e  a 

t inged purple t rug ing vast thunderaas cloud, w i t h  notched and jagged o u t l i n e  

of sumnit, r i s i n g  over i t .  There i s  distance enough between the River and the 

Chain of  h u n t a i n s  t o  g ive a cloudy haze o f  colour t o  t h e i r  summits. The view 
heroi c 

of  a l l  t h i s  beauty and grandeur was brought t o  my mind the h e r a k k  and god- l ike 

achievments of the o l d  Greeks for  the preservation o f  t h e i r  country from 



fo re ign  invasion. It was the  g l o r y  o f  the  mountains and the  sea t h a t  taught 

them p a t r i o t  ism. I t  taught them t o  d i e  nobly a t  Thermopylae, and t o  conquer 

g l o r i o u s l y  a t  Marathon. Everyone has inhaled i n s p i r a t i o n  from viewing the  
when 

very so i  1 o f  Greece. Byron r i s e s  i n t o  w i l d  enthusiasm, w 

"Wandering slow by De lph i ' s  sacred s i d e  O r  gazing over the  p l a i n  where 
way 

Greek and Pers ian died." #are-than Ha l f -d  down the  r i v e r  the  h igh  h i l l s  
r i s e  

crowd up t o  the water and r+s+e from 5 t o  9 o r  10 hundred fee t ,  and near ly  
a t  top 

perpend icu lar ly .  These a re  o f  p r i m i t i v e  rock and a re  o f  rounded taps, and 

h d f  mostly bare, having on ly  a few s tunted t rees  and shrubs rooted i n  the  
upon them 

crev ices  o f  t he  s toneK Far I looked near Newburg f o r  N.P. W i l l i s '  r e s i -  

dence on the mountain top, " Id lewi ld" ,  bu t  could not  see i t .  Nor could I see 
This l a t t e r  

"Sunnyside" I r v i n g ' s  l i t e r a r y  r e t r e a t .  t t  i s  on ly  a few mi les from New York. 

Th is  C i t y  i s  an immense Babylon. I t s  thousand s t r e e t s  are a maze and puzzle 

t o  me. But what has most s t ruck  me i s  the interminable b e l t  o f  sh ipp ing which 

g i r d s  the  south s i d e  o f  Manhattan and the  shore o f  Brooklyn on the  easts lde  o f  

the  east r i v e r ;  i t  s t re tches along many mi les i n  length, and the  vessels, l y i n g  

f i v e  o r  s i x  deep, one back o f  the  o ther ,  w i t h  t h e i r  s a i l s  c lose ly  f u r l e d  
canvass The b las ted  

showing no t  a speck o f  eanva+i present an appearance o f  a p ine  f o r e s t .  I f  any 
numerous A 

one l i v i n g  r e t i r e d l y  wishes t o  see what the narnraas a s p i r i n g  and grasping, and 

to i lsome animal man has done, and i s  doing, t o  subdue t h i s  p lanet  t o  h i s  w i l l ,  

he may receive i n s t r u c t i o n  by look ing on the th ings  t o  be seen here. And now, 

my Dear Hadamoiselle, I must come t o  a " f i n i s . "  I send you nothing, Dear 

Susan. It i s  too bad; but  my money i s  so low, having spent much more on the  
do1 l a r s  

way dawn than I a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  I am a f r a i d  I s h a l l  have t o  borrow a fewAfrom 
some 

Sam F u l l e r  t o  ca r ry  me t o  Niagara. I would l i k e  t o  have bought you a t r i f l e  

t o  send i n  a l e t t e r ;  but  I plead t igh tness  o f  money. I would g i ve  several Jews 

eyes as w e l l  as tee th  t o  have a l e t t e r  from you; however I must t r y  t o  f i l l  



here-abouts 
myself w i t h  the husks o f  happiness which are rather abundant,, I mean comfort- 

able l i v i n g  sight-seeing and speechhearing. My beloved Pet I scarcely can 
am 

w r i t e  anything more t o  you than comnon c i v i l i t y ,  fo r  I have-gat so f a r  from 

you tha t  I have near ly forgot ten you. My Dear Love I hope you have duly re- 
preserve 

proved those indecorous persons who d j d  not observe the proper steadiness o f  

face when I was about going away from your Fathers l a s t .  I hope t o  meet you 

same-time soon and th ink  more o f  you than ever. Hoping tha t  you are qu i t e  

happy, and tha t  you are not too much i n  the company o f  any o f  my r i va l s ,  my 

Dearest Susanna, I invoke a Good n ight  upon you and conclude. 

Yours ever 

Arch. Lampman 

Dont be alarmed a t  the thickness o f  t h i s  note; i t  i s  more paper than w r i t i n g .  
i 

[ ~ o t e  added:] Father's l e t t e r s  -- & some verses I . L . V .  1933 

For Be l la  a t  Haverstraw on the Hudson 

Haste on, 0 South Wind, coursing free: 
Breathe s o f t  on Havers t raw! 

Let Chi ld  o f  ours thy new l i f e  see: 
Round her thy Spring joys draw. 

Hang out  upon the rocky steeps 
Each p lant  o f  f lower ing b e l l :  

Bring back the flowers the mountain keeps, 
And those o f  rocky d e l l .  

Robe spr ing- t ide t r ee  i n  Hawthorn whi te 
O r  p ink  o f  orchard bloom 

Clothe mighty woods i n  new-spring l i g h t  
And flower and sweet perfume 

Br ing up from vast B raz i l i an  groves 
Each w in te r - f l ee ing  b i rd :  

Br ing him again t o  scenes he loves, 
And h i l l s  h i s  songs have heard. 

The Robin, Blackbird, Oriole, 
And F ie l d  Lark, b r ing  w i t h  thee: 

There wake new pleasures i n  the soul 
With Nature's melody. 



Ye Sylvan Nymphs that  guard t h i s  w i  l d  
0 f r i end ly  gulde your "Ward:" 

TO YOU we t r u s t  a dear loved Chi ld:  
0 show her k ind  regard. 

Lead safe o ' e r  mun ta in  crag and height = 
Through blooming fo res t  glade 

Avert those harms tha t  shun the s ight ,  
Yet s t r i k e  i n  sa fe ty ' s  shade. 

And thou, Old C a t s k i l l ,  T i tan  born, 
That 1 i f t e s t  f a r  thy  crest ,  

That h a i l e s t  fo res t  the dawning morn, 
bud [ ] l a t es t  seest the West, 

L i f t  up, upon thy shoulder good, 
This c h i l d  o f  d i s tan t  land: 

Let her look d w n  w i t h  k i n d l i n g  blood, 
From thy f a r  gazing stand. 

Let her see Hudson's l o r d l y  t i d e  
Glide on t o  meet the sea: 

V i e w  "c i t y  vast" by ocean s i de, 
And Fleets tha t  there may be. - 

Then fa r t he r  glance t o  nor th  and East, 
Where d is tan t  mountains r i se ,  

Whose mighty domes o f  burden vast, 
F i l l  h a l f  the b l o t t e d  skies. 

Let her behold thy mountain joy ;  
How f a i r  and great t h i s  world = 

A moment, dazzled eye employ, 
On s c r o l l  o f  earth unfurled. 

And gaze f a r  down on sea of  clouds, 
That surges 'ga ins t  the steeps: 

And muse o f  scenes which i t enshrouds 
Beneath i t s  [ r o l l  l ng] deeps. 

Sky p ierc ing,  Mighty, Earth-born God, 
Unchanged from age t o  age, 

Grant her t o  boast thy crags she t rod,  
Thy high Olympic Stage. 

But I t  were not f i t ,  Al l -Father dear, 
Who ru l es t  Earth and Sea, 

To c a l l  on feigned help i n  fear 
When we may cry t o  Thee. 



We own that  Nymph and Oread, 
Are f i c t i o n s  o f  the mind: 

If t r u s t  indeed i n  them we had, 
We no support should f i nd .  

Our Child, t o  Thee, we t r u s t ,  Dear Lord: 
To Thee, who hearest prayer: 

Thy sure defence, t o  her a f ford ,  
N o w  fa r  from kindred care. 

And her, the Friend, by Fate exci ted,  
Now toa a t  Haverstraw: 

Let her by Spring's b r i gh t  joys be guided, 
Glad fu tu re  prospects draw 

A.  L. 

A p r i l  24fh 



Appendix C 

Let ters  from B l  i ss  Carman, Charles G. D. Roberts, 

and Duncan Campbell Scott 

1. Charles G. D. Roberts t o  A. L. 

King's College, Windsor N.S.-,  Nov. 16th 1888 

Fly dear Lampman 

I am more than del ighted t o  hear that  your book i s  so soon t o  be out. 

Let us "boom" i t ! 

I w i l l  myself review i t  f o r  Progress, of  S t  John, N.B. I w i l l  get i t  re- 

i n  the S t  John G 1 obe 
-9 - S t  John Telegraph, Hal i fax Herald, Hal i fax 

Chronicle Hal i f a x  C r i t i c .  The King's College Record (under my bro ther 's  ed- -* -c-.- __C 

i torsh ip)  w i  I 1  handle you enthusiast i ca l  l y .  Bet ter  send him an auto copy 

(Goodridge B l i ss  Roberts,). I w i  11 see personal ly t o  the reviews i n  the S t  

John Globe 6 S t  John Telegraph, p lac ing the copies i n  su i tab le  hands f o r  the - -.-- 

purpose. I w i l l  w r i t e  t o  the Ha l i fax  Herald, Chronicle, 5 C r i t i c ,  t e l l i n g  

them t o  expect the book, & t o  handle i t  w i t h  the respect & admirat ion due t o  

so important a con t r ibu t ion  t o  our l i t e r a t u r e .  With regard t o  these Hal i fax  

papers you had be t t e r  send auto. copies ---- - t o  C.H. Cahan Esq * -  M.A., o f  the 

Herald; t o  F. Blake Crofton Esq, B.A., Leg is la t i ve  Library,  (I w i l l  ask him - 
t o  not i ce  i t  f o r  the Chronicle, f o r  which he wr i tes  occasional ly,);  and t o  

C. Fred Fcaser Esq, M.A., o f  the C r i t i c .  These men w i l l  do the proper th ing,  

rece iv ing auto. copies from you, & hor ta tory  l e t t e r s  from me. They are a l l  

f i n e  fel lows, cu l tured & appreciat ive.  As t o  booksellers, you had be t t e r  place 
w i t h  

a copy o r  two w i t h  T.C. A l len  Esq, w i t h  Messrs Morton & Ruggles, 8 ,,Mr Knwles,  

a l l  i n  Hal i fax; S t  John, w i t h  Messrs J.& A. MacHillan, & w i t h  M r  A l f r ed  

b r r i s s e y ;  i n  Frederlcton w i t h  M r  W.T.H. Fenety; i n  Honcton w i t h  M r  Hurray. 



By p u t t i n g  yourself  i n  correspondence w i t h  these d i f fe ren t  booksel lers, g 

plac ing one o r  two copies w i t h  mch, YOU w i l l  put them i n  the way o f  supply- 

ing promptly any demand tha t  may a r i se .  I suppose you f ind  no advice as t o  

the upper Provinces. I th ink  you should send an auto. copy t o  - John 

d 
war - Esq, Hernewood, Altierton, P .E . I . ,  & t o  Rev- Arthur J. Lockhart, 

Corinth, Haine. Both these are t rue  Canadian poets, & sympathetic; 

w i l l  review the book of t h e i r  own accord, d spread your fame. I w i l  

Hunter - De- 

East - 
& both 

1 get 

Proqress no t i ce  copied i n  a Windsor paper, d w i l l  then d i r ec t  the Windsor 

booksel lers t o  order some copies. I ' l l  t r y  t o  get a sa le  here. 

So g lad you l i k e  "Burnt Lands1', & my s i s t e r ' s  poem i n  the Century. Have 

you seen Carman's work i n  the A t l a n t i c ?  I fee l  f o r  Scott; but i f  he has 

near ly  as much work t o  do as I have, then I p i t y  him s t i  1 1  more. I am perpet- 

u a l l y  breathless. Hy lectures are i n  Engl ish & P o l i t i c a l  Science, & I have a 

l o t  o f  hackwork a l l  the time. Do you take S t  John N.B. Pro ress. I have 9 
signed reviews i n  near ly every number 

Ever yours cord ia l  l y  

Charles G.D. Roberts -- 
P.S. You can secure the S t  John, N.B. - Sun, by w r i t i n g  t o  the Honorable John - 
Boyd, o f  S t .  John, & sending a copy t o  him, w i t h  request fo r  not ice.  Perhaps 

t h i s  i s  not worthwhile, however! I dont l i k e  Boyd, & Boyd l i k e s  not me. I f  

you want the Sun, that  method w i l l ,  I th ink,  secure i t !  - 
C.G.D.R. 

2. B l l s s  Carrnan t o  A. L. 

Fredericton N. B. 

28 Dec. 1888 

Dear Hr .  Lampman 



Thank you so very much f o r  "Among the H l l l e t " .  I t came j u s t  i n  time t o  

be a de l i gh t f u l  Christmas box f o r  me. 

We have been for  some time rece iv ing impressions o f  the so r t  o f  work we 

might look f o r  when the volume should a r r i ve ,  but now I th ink  the t o t a l  impres- 

s ion i s  greater than the sum o f  our Expectations. I have not read the book 

ca re fu l l y  enough yet  t o  g ive 'you any c r i t i c i s m  tha t  could possib ly be o f  any 

value (Even as the thought o f  a s ing le  reader.) 

Just  a t  f i r s t  s igh t ,  however, I doubt i f  you (or  anyone) could improve on 

"The - Weaver", "One - Day" and such sonnets as "The -- Truth". Indeed, I 1 i ke a1 l 

the sonnets very much; but then I never could w r i  t e  a sonnet mysel f and so 

na tu ra l l y  *Weaver and One Day touch me more near ly on the quick. Praise 

i s  cheap s t u f f  t o  o f f e r  them. Anything that  reaches eas i l y  the highest leve l  

o f  Execution, so eas i l y  as - One Day does, i s  be t te r  l e f t  q u i e t l y  t o  speak for  

i t s e l f .  Only, people must be t o l d  o f  i t .  And I want t o  say a few words 

about the book i n  The Dai ly  Advert iser o f  Boston. When I do, I w i l l  take care - 
t o  send you a copy. 

With best wishes 

Sincerely 

B l i ss  Carman 

3. Charles G. 0. Roberts t o  A. L. 

Post O f f i ce  Department / Ottawa / Ontario 

BOSTON M S S  APR 20 12-30P 1889 

[ 16 Cambridge Street  

Cambridge, Mass. 

A p r i l  2oth I889 

My dear Lampman 



W i  ll you o b l i g e  me (6  yoursel f ,  i n  f a i t h ! )  by sending a copy o f  l t ~ n g  

the Hi l l e t l '  t o  

M r  Oscar Fan Adams 

Fe l ton  H a l l  

Cambridge, Hass. 

He i s  an admirer o f  [yaur] work, as f a r  as he [ I n  i t ,  & w i l l  review [ the  

bo]ok w ise l y  f warmly. 

O f  course you k n [ w  h i s ]  work! He i s  [ ] here, & a d e l i g h t -  

f [ u l ]  f e l  lw. He wi l l appreciate i t  i f  you wi 11  pu t  your autograph i n  the 

copy. He wants me t o  put  you & h imse l f  i n  comnunication; b t h i s  I want you 

t o  take as an in t roduc t ion  between you two. 

I f i nd ,  ( t a l k i n g  much o f  your work here) [ 

1 'J Boston [ 1 

[Gree] t i ngs t o  them-- 

] your name i s  

Ever yours 

Charles G.D. Roberts 

P.S. I s h a l l  be a t  home again, D.V., i n  a week o r  ten  days -- 

4. Charles C. D. Roberts t o  A. L. 

Post O f f i c e  Department / Ottawa / Ont 

W l  NOSOR NO 89 

"Kingscroft" ,  Windsor, N.S. 

Mon. loth 1889 

My dear Lampman 

I wonder i f  i t  i s  any use me t r y i n g  t o  apologize f o r  my shamefully long 

s i lence? Peccavi, peccavi! But i n  t r u t h ,  - a l l  my correspondence hath gone t o  
, ' ~ i l ! l t l '  ; < , 4 r  

the dogs o f  l a te ,  w h i l e  I have been w r e s t l i n g  w i t h  the  [ ? ] 



Have been t o i l i n g ,  1 ,  l i k e  a ga l l ey  slave: so fo rg i ve  me. Yea, I got  both - 
your l e t t e r s  ; 6 you must not  judge my enjoyment o f  them by the  way I have 

t rea ted  them! 

I t  has g iven me immense pleasure t o  see the recept ion which your poems 

have received. i n  London and New York a l i k e ,  they have won a recogn i t ion  i n  

some measure approaching t h e i r  [ ? 1. I t h i n k  both Harper's & the Saturday 

missed some o f  your c h i e f  d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  bu t  they turned men's eyes t o  your 

work, - which i s  a l l  such verse as yours can require.  By the way, l e t  me t e l l  

you how your work wears w i t h  me. "Among the  M i l l e t "  i s  one of the  th ree o r  four - 
vols t h a t  l i e  on the t a b l e  t o  my hand, f o r  cont inual  use. I f i n d  myself  con- 

t i n u a l l y  wanting i t ,  & reading i t  i n  my b r i e f  moments. I t  never d isappoints 

m e ,  8 1 ge t  l o t s  o f  s t imulus from i t ,  b he lp  f o r  my own w r i t i n g .  Oh, would 

t h a t  1 had done t h a t  "Between the Rapids". How I envy you t h a t !  

Carman i s  w i t h  me here, & he i s  q u i t e  a t  one w i t h  me as t o  the importance 

and depth o f  your work. I wish we could get you down here f o r  a session! 

Carman i s  a d e l i g h t f u l  fe l low.  

Let  us pray success i n  the Nat ional !  I s  not  the  Prospectus i n  good tas te? - 
My greet ings t o  Scot t !  Am watching him w i t h  great i n ten t .  What next 

from him? 

Wish you could have met Sharp! He was w i t h  me three d e l i g h t f u l  weeks. 

Have you h i  s 1 i t t l e  vol  . "Romantic Bal lads & Poems o f  Phantasy?" i f not,  do 

get i t .  

Ever yours f r a t e r n a l  l y  

C.G.D. Roberts 



I 5.  B l i ss  Carmn t o  A. L. 

1 Postal Department / Ottawa / Canada 

NEW YORK FEB 9 12 PH 91 

New York 

9. February. 1891 

Dear M r .  Lampman: 

Thank you for the Sonnets. I l i k e  them very much; and I want t o  say tha t  

I t h i nk  the Shakespearian form i s  much be t te r  than the I t a l i a n  f o r  these t ran- 

sc r i p t s  from Nature which you and Roberts do so wel l .  Roberts w i l l  not agree 

w i t h  me, [but ]  I d i s l i k e  a landscape 

Potato harvest e.g. has no possible 

o f  s p i r i t  t o  j u s t i f y  the f luent  and 

The three quatrains and a coup1 

put i n  th[e]  Shakespearian form. The 

wave-beat o f  Emotion, no informing surge 

re f luent  form which has been given i t .  

e t  give so much more freedom. And i n  p i c -  

t u r i n g  Nature surely one must be free t o  select  the r i g h t  word, s ince accuracy 

i s necessary. 

But i n  emotional work we may be as vagrant as we pleases a t  the b i d  o f  

the A r t i s t i c  Hedium and the exigencies of  rhyme & movement. 

But t h i s  would rake a volume t o  t a l k  o f .  

When are you coming t o  New York? 

I f  you w i l l  send me another copy of "The Headow," I can use i t  i n  The - 
Independent. 

The t w o  sonnets o f  course w i l l  be seasonable very soon. 

Remember me t o  that  man, Duncan Campbell Scott 

With Sincere regards 

B l i s s  Carman 



6. B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L. 

N.Y. 10. August. 1891 

My dear Lampman : 

When are you coming t o  New York on that  v i s i t  o f  yours? I rather hope 

you w i l l  not come u n t i l  everyone returns i n  October, as i t  promises t o  be 

very hot  here t h i s  month, and i n  September I sha l l  be away. But t h i s  i s  only 

a s e l f i s h  reason. 

Whenever you come you w i l l  f i n d  a room await ing you a t  The Winchester 

1244 Broadway, where Col l ins (Joseph Edmund, the one and on ly)  and 

f l a t  t o  ourselves. 

I enclose my l a s t  "fake" 

I have a 

t fir to5 LLK : 
[no enclosure] '.: 

Ever yours 

B l  i ss  Carman 

1 I 

7. B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L. 

Post O f f i ce  Department / Ottawa / Canada 

NEW YORK NOV 430 9 1 

The Independent. 

25 1 Broadway, 

New York. 

Hy dear Lanpman: 

There i s  not much room i n  - The Independent, i t  i s  true, yet  I would l i k e  

t o  keep "Sunset" unt i l - December and [ i t ]  then. I l i k e  the l a s t  [ l i l n e s  

o f  i t  very much. [What a] world o f  beauty there i s  [ ] r t h  yet  untouched! 

i d  domain. We th ink  we 

ldren. Sometimes I long 

Our poor rhymes only s k i r t  the verge o f  tha t  splend 

have known great men, but Nature dwarfs a l l  her chi 



f o r  the open country where there are  di f ferences of  n ight  and day, A p r i l  and 

August, r a i n  and sn[ow. I n ]  these m i  les  o f  b r i c k  a[nd 1 the seasons 

are smot fhered.] 

I have nothing t o  send [you a t ]  present. 

Many thanks f o r  the photograph, I have i t  among my few treasures - you 

and D.C.S. together. 

Most Sincerely 

B l i s s  Carman 

8. Duncan Campbell Scott t o  Haud Playter  Lampman 

Ottawa 

Decr. 26. 1891. 

Hy Dear Hrs Lampman. 

I was so pleased when Archie handed me your k ind g i f t  t h i s  morning.- I 

thank you f o r  i t  - I have t r i e d  t o  make a l i t t l e  re turn  f o r  i t  by copying some 

o f  my verses f o r  you. You know Emerson says the poet should give h i s  poems 

and such as i t  i s  I present i t  w i t h  the k indest  wishes i t  can Express. Yours 

D.C. Scott 

[enclosed : 1 

A. l i t t l e  Song. 
7 

The rosy gloaming i n  the west 

Burnt f a i n t  and high, 

A shorelark f u l l  l i k e  a stone t o  h i s  nest, 

I n  the waving rye. 

A wind came over the garden buds 

From the dreamy lawn, 



The pans i es nodded the i r purp le  heads, 

The poppies began t o  yawn - 

One pansy said i t  i s  only sleep, 

Only h i s  gent le  breath, 

But a rose lay  strewn i n  a sunny heap, 

For the rose i t  was only death. 

Heigho, we've only one l i f e  t o  l i v e  

And only one,death t o  d ie;  

Good morrow, new world, have you nothing t o  give?-- 

Goodbye, o l d  world, goodbye - 

Duncan Campbell Scott 

Xmas 1891 

9. B l i ss  Carman t o  A. L. 

N.Y. 25. Jan. 1892 

Dear Lampman: 

I have j u s t  read your "Comfort o f  the Fields". I say nothing o f  i t  c r i t -  

i c a l l y ;  l e t  i t  rank as i t  w i l l  among your good things. But t o  me i t  comes w i t h  

tender, enduring, and most in t imate solace, tak ing on i t s e l f  the o f f i ce  o f  

hands tha t  are no longer near t o  soothe o r  calm. I t  i s  a very sweet and n ice  

t h i ng  and has f a l l e n  on my heart  w i t h  abundance of r e l i e f  beyond t h e  requ i ta l  

o f  words. b y  the dear wood-gods g ive you ten fo ld  reward, Archibald Lampman, 

for  t h i s  gent le serv ice rendered t o  one unworthy fellow-vagrant. 

Ever as Ever yours 

B l i s s  Carman 



10. B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L. 

The Independent. 

251 Broadway, 

New York. 

31. March. 1892 

My dear Lampman: 

"The Poets' Day" has a l o t  of  very large and f i n e  things i n  i t ;  and as a 

whole i t  gives a f e l l w  a f i n e  s t a r t  o f - t h e  blood. I am most ce r t a i n l y  going 

t o  use it. We cannot a f fo rd  t o  l e t  s t u f f  l i k e  that  go by. 

But I want t o  ask about one o r  two things. I n  the 4th stanza, I cannot 

read the second l i n e ,  I cannot xxxx read the f i r s t  word I mean. Also i n  the 

second l i n e  o f  11th. stanza - i t  seems to  be 

"The dome was shaken short and s t i r r e d  -I' 

Yet tha t  s t r i kes  me as not a t  a l l  f e l i c i t o u s .  I can imagine tha t  "The s i lence  

o f  the dome was s t i r r e d "  and surely that  i s  qu i t e  enough f o r  any we l l  regu- 

la ted dome t o  do i n  one l i ne .  What do you say? Dont "cuss" me f o r  a meddling 

c r i t i c !  I admire the poem immensely and am ever so glad t o  have i t .  

I am sorry the wee new ba i rn i e  has been ill. Indeed no, I have no ex- 

perience i n  such things, but I can fancy the anxiety i s  deep. I know i t  i s  

a lonesome th ing  t o  be wi thout  parents o r  ch i ld ren i n  the world. 

'O la f '  ( that  was not h i s  name of  course) was my greatest and bravest, and 

he too i s  gone. 

But against a l l  the mortal g r i e f s ,  I know your own wise seren i ty  w i l l  be 

your greatest guard. 

I sha l l  not a l together r e j o i ce  i f  you come t o  Cornel l ;  and as fo r  N e w  

York, i t s  i r o n  heart makes grim music. 

With much t o  you 

1 B l i s s  Carman 



11. B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L. 

Postal Department / Ottawa / Canada 

NEW Y0RK.N.Y. M Y  11  2-Ptl I892 

The Independent. 

251 Broadway, 

New York 
Removed t o  

1 1 .  May. 1892 
114 Nassau Street .  

Dear Lampman : 

I have j u s t  read your sonnet " In  the Ci ty"  i n  Arcadia; and I am sure i t  

i s  going t o  be one o f  your dearest poems t o  me, so f i n e  and swinging. 'T i s  

very love ly .  

This i s  the so r t  o f  th ing  tha t  the great Walt ( the Great American Humbug) 

might have done i f  he had been a poet. But he cou ldn ' t ;  i t  was not i n  h i s  

boots. 

I a lso  l i k e d  Hay i n  the Home k k e r ,  and spoke o f  i t  i n  - The Independent. 

Devoted 1 y yours 

B l i s s  Carman 

I hope I can see you t h i s  summer. 

12. B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L. 

Fredericton [ 1 

20. June. [I8931 - 
Dear Lampman: 

Your l e t t e r  6 the poem have been forwarded t o  me from New York t o  Windsor 

(where I was w i t h  C.G.D.R.) and then on here. 

I I l i k e  "at the Ferry", but I am i n  power no longer a t  The Independent. 

k 

[NOW o f ]  course i s  Hr. E.F. B [  1 f ine  fe l low whom [I hope] you w i l l  
t 



keep we l l  suppl ied w i t h  Lampmanalia. I have sent him your poem. 

s t  
I go on t o  Current L i t e ra tu re  on Ju ly  I-. (52 Lafayette Place). Wri te 

me sometimes, [even] though I sha l l  not [be] Ed i to r  o f  f i r s t  hand work any 

m[ore. ] 

I saw E.W. Thomson i n  Boston. Sorry not t o  see you t h i s  summer. Our 

"some day" o f  meeting must not be too f a r  o f f .  

I am loa f ing  large ly  here i n  the shadowy town o f  Elms where my [ 1 

knew t h e i r  [ wlhere I have not walked these three years. 

Thanks t o  a merciful and pers is tent  Heaven cu l led  Habit,  my r i g h t  hand 

has not l o s t  i t s  cunning a t  the paddle ye t .  

Ever Sincerely 

B l i s s  Carman 

13. B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L. 

Ottawa / Canada 

The Cosmopolitan Magazine 

New York 

26. February. 1894 

fly dear Lampman: 

Your hearty l e t t e r  about " L w  Tide" reached me i n  Washington where I 

spent my Christmas. And what a sa in t  you are! You never m[entioned] my arnaz- 

ing t h e f t  o f  [ ] 1 i ne i n "The Eavesdropper", [from] your own "Heat". A 

f r i end  of  mine here "cal led me down" on i t ,  and I had t o  plead the very o l d  

extenuating circumstance, unconscious im i ta t ion .  Of  course 1 had remembered 

your l i n e  and then reproduced i t  q u i t e  innocently and unconsciously. 

The l i n e  w i l l  be changed a t  one, however; for  the f i r s t  e d i t i o n  i s  almost 

exhausted, and a new one [ w i  l l be brouglht out by Stone and [ ~ i m b a l  1 , t ]he  



new f i r m ,  who have [secured] a l l  the r i gh t s  and stock from Webster. They 

w i l l  be my publishers i n  future. The t ransfer  was e n t i r e l y  amicable and was 

par t  o f  an arrangement I have j u s t  completed whereby I am t o  act  as l i t e r a r y  

adviser t o  Stone and K i  mbal 1 . 
You know they are making n ice books and are [ 1 I wish when you 

are [ ] another volume, you [ w i l l  l e t ]  me see i t ,  if you want an 

American Edi t ion.  O f  course we secure the English copyright as we l l  fo r  you. 

What a beau t i f u l  volume "The Magic Houset1 i s !  I t  i s  f a r  away the f ines t  
fo r  

piece o f  bookmaking done by a Canadian author tha t  I have seen. As for  i t s  

Poems - they h i t  the [ 1 I t s e l f .  I am f u l l  [ ] over i t .  

My love t o  [Scott? Te] 11 him I sha l l  w r i t e  some day i f  ever I can overcome 

pens i ckness . 
This paper means only that  I am doing some E d i t o r i a l  reading f o r  M r .  

Hardy t o  he lp  up the back work. I w i l l  be even i n  a few days. 

Good heal th  [ ] and a f a i r  f [  1 

Ever yours 

B l i s s  Carman 

14. B l i s s  Carman t o  A. L .  

Ottawa / Canada 

WASH INGTOW AUG 2 1 @ PH 1894 

Washington D.C. 

21 . August . 1894 

My dear Lampman: 

I have your note o f  inqu i ry  about the poems; and I have w r i t t e n  another 

l e t t e r  to  Nr. Stone urging an immediate decision. Indeed I have been urging 

i t  f o r  months, and I have urged the acceptance of your volume i n  the strongest 



way I could because I bel ieve i n  i t  very thoroughly. 

I know tha t  S.&K. have a good deal on hand a t  present w i t h  t h e i r  new 

Ed i t i on  of Poe, and may therefore [ 1 t o  refuse you. B[  1 e 

F a l l  [ ) I d  t o  b r ing  about the pub1 i ca t i on  of  the poems. If I have f a i l e d  
F 

I sha l l  regret  i t  s incerely,  and f ee l  we have l o s t  something worth keeping. a 
But the matter i s  out of my hands now. I f  you have not already heard from Mr .  

I Stone i n  Cambridge, please l e t  me know a t  once. 

t 
I sha l l  not be back i n  t h e i r  o f f i c e  u n t i l  October & then i t  w i l l  be 

Chicago. Worse Luck! 

The we l l s  a re  dry a t  present. What are you doing new? 

Most Sincerely 

B l i s s  Carman 

15. Mar t in  Bu r re l l  t o  Duncan Campbell Scott 

Mart in Bu r re l l  

Parliamentary L i b ra r i an  

CANADA 

L l BRARY OF PARL I AMENT 

Ottawa June 15th., 1931. 

D r .  Duncan C. Scott,  

Ottawa. 

My dear D r .  Scott,  

I have the honour 

o r i g i na  rece ip t  of the 

which you as 1 

Hrs. N. C.  k c  

t o  acknowledge your note o f  Apri  

1 manuscripts of  the l a t e  Archiba 

1 15th and a lso  the 

I d  Lampman's poems, 

Vterary executor, w i t h  the concurrence o f  Lampman's daughter, 

Innes, have decided t o  present t o  the L ibrary  o f  Parliament as 



being the best reposi tory for these valuable documents. 
C 
: I note what you say i n  reference t o  binding, cataloguing and so on. We 

sha l l  have these manuscripts su i tab ly  bound i n  four separate volumes and duly 

catalogued; and on behalf o f  the Speakers I beg t o  assure you of the pleasure 

w i t h  which we receive these mementos o f  a d ist inguished Canadian w r i t e r .  

As the main l i b r a r y  here i s  not absolutely f i re -p roo f ,  I am inc l ined  t o  

th ink  t ha t  t o  insure safe keeping we had be t te r  place these books when bound 

i n  the room which we occupy under the Senate Chamber, where there should be no 

r i s k  a t  a l l .  

I have the honour t o  remain, 

Yours very t r u l y ,  

H. Bur re l l  

Par1 iamentary L ibrar ian.  

16. Duncan Campbel l Scott t o  Na t a  1 i e Lampman Mac l nnes 

108 Lisgar Street  

Ottawa 

10 Feby '44  

My Dear Nata l ie .  I am lending Lof tus two books. I hope you th ink  i t  i s  safe 

for  me t o  t r u s t  him w i t h  them. I am sending two of  your fa ther 's  books which 

I found the other day; perhaps you w i l l  t h ink  o f  applying f o r  a search warrant, 

but I dont th ink  there are any other of h i s  books in  h id ing.  I am a lso sending 

two precious books; I have kept these by me since h i s  death and you w i l l  see 

that  I have had them bound. One i s  h i s  l a s t  note book i n  which he made pen 

copies o f  the poems. The l a s t  i n  the book i s  I th ink  l i k e l y  t o  be h i s  l a s t  

b i t  of w r i t i ng ,  i t  i s  ce r t a i n l y  h i s  l a s t  completed poem. The other i s  a copy 

o f  Alcyone bound w i t h  the proof sheets and you w i l l  f i nd  a note i n  the f ront  



explain ing the contents. I discovered that  I had put under the cover a copy 

o f  h i s  three sonnets The Largest L i f e  i n  holograph. I th ink  i t  wel l  t o  give 

you these books now so that  they may be treasured. 

Af fect ionate ly  yours 

Duncan C Scott 

t h 
I dated i t  the 10 w. I n  e r ro r ,  for  I an w r i t i n g  t h i s  on Wed the 9th Feby. 

i s  the anniversary o f  h i s  death f o r t y  four years ago. 



Appendix D 

Business and Related Correspondence 

1 .  Eben Picken t o  A. L. 

Memorandum. 33 Beaver Ha l l  H i l l .  

To A. Lampman, Esqr. t h Montreal, A p r i l  1 1 7  1889. 

From Eben Picken. 

r 
Dear ))r Lampman: - 

I enclose P.O. Order f o r  $4.50, - f o r  which k ind ly  rece ip t  and re turn  ac- 

companying account. Please a l so  send me - 6 more copies o f  your volume, w i t h  

an invoice, as usual. The ladies here have begun t o  ask f o r  your p o r t r a i  t! 

What do you th ink  o f  tha t?  W i l l  you please l e t  me k n w  from whom copies o f  

i t  (cabinet s ize)  may be purchased by "the trade1', and a t  what p r i ce?  

Yours very t r u l y  

E.  Picken 

2. Edmund C. Stedman t o  A. L.  

44 East 26th S t  . 
New York, Apri  1 24fh l89 

My dear Hr. Lempman, 

I t r u s t  tha t  ' t l s  never qu i t e  too l a t e  t o  render t r i b u t e  where t r i b u t e  i s  

due, otherwise I sha l l  be debarred from what i s  both a duty and a pleasure! 

Your sa t i s fy ing  l e t t e r  o f  Christmastide, 6 the charming c o l l e c t i o n  o f  your 

thoroughly genuine poems, reached me promptly. But they came i n  a season 

where, f o r  the f i r s t  time i n  my l i f e ,  I have been comge_lled t o  delegate a l l  

my l e t t e r s  t o  a Secretary -- except those, 1 i ke yours, which I was determined 



t o  answer w i t h  my awn hand. Since t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  I have been dead t o  ord in-  - 
ary matters -- i n  fact,  t o  extraordinary things -- for  I have been b r ing ing  

"through the pen" the huge 8.vos o f  our "L ibrary of Amer. L i tera ture" ,  6 

dr iven w i l d  by the d i f f i c u l t y  o f  keeping up w i t h  the p r i n te r .  A l l  my p r i va te  

a f f a i r s  have gone t o  the bow-wows. For the f i r s t  t irne, I have a week i n  which 

t o  rub my eyes, come ou t  o f  a nightmare, & say " forgive me" t o  such men and 

fac ts  as you. 

.It would be insuf ferab le  i n  me, o r  i n  any w r i t e r ,  t o  w r i t e  t o  the author 

o f  I1Among the M i l l e t  g Other Poems" as o l d  poets w r i t e  t o  neophytes. A l l  o f  

us minst re ls  of  course recognize i n  you a brother poet and equal; 6 many o f  us 

have cause t o  envy your per fec t  knowledge o f  nature, & the a r t  & purpose which 

mark your verse -- whether i d y l l i c  o r  l y r i c a l .  No be t te r  poems o f  nature than 

I such as "Heat" 6 "Timothy" have appeared of l a t e .  I am we l l  acquainted w i t h  

your touch i n  the magazines, & always read a poem from your pen. Canada has 

reason, 6 w i l l  have s t i l l  more reason, t o  be proud o f  your song. Pray be l ieve 

me, w i t h  thanks and cord ia l  appreciat ion, 

Your brother s inger, 

Edmund C.  Stedman. 

3. Hamlin Garland t o  A. L. 

Ottawa / Canada 

JAMAICA PLAINS STA. HAY 2 8AM 1889 MASS. 

Hy Dear Lampman: 

I t w i l l  be a good [ ] f o r  you t o  get a copy [o f  y lou r  book i n t o  the 

han[ds] of Mrs. Louise Chandler [ o f  ~ o l s t o n .  Address her a t  [ ] Rutland 

1 

I Square. Boston. [She i ] s  one of  the best read and most charming 1 i terary  

I ladles i n  the land. 1 spoke o f  your poems t o  her ton ight  and she was interested.  



She w i l l  g i ve  you a n o t i c e  i n  the  Herald and I w i l l  answer f o r  i t  you w i l l  

please her. I know her t a s t e  i s  exce l l en t  and I know your powers are  of 

[ r a l r e  q u a l i t y .  

[ ] 1 i k e  an autograph copy [ ] I f  -- cant you do a 1 i ne  o r  two 

on the  f l y - l e a f  - wont you send me your photo. pray dont feel indebted t o  me 

a t  a l l .  I l i k e  t o  he lp  a genuine man when I see one. -- Mrs. Moulton, Mr.  . 

Hurd and I w i l t  l e t  t he  Bostonians know t h a t  there  i s  metal i n  Arch iba ld  

Lampman. - M r .  Howells comes i n  soon a[nd] I am look ing forward t o  pleasant 

c h a p  -- no we never chat -- we usua l l y  t a l k  i n  good earnest.  - 
Yours Lust  i l y  

Ham1 i n  Garland 

Jamaica P la ins ,  

Mass. 

4. Ham1 I n  Garland t o  A. L. 

Ottawa / Canada 

JACIAICA PLAINS STA. MAY 13 2 PH 1889 MASS. 

Hy Dear Mr .  Lampman: 

Mr .  Hurd i s  de l i gh ted  w i t h  your volume and has delayed w r i t i n g  about i t  

i n  order  t o  read i t  c a r e f u l l y .  I w i l l  w r i t e  something f o r  T ransc r ip t  over  my - 
own nam and poss ib ly  an e d i t o r i a l  i n  L i t e r a r y  World. Dont f e e l  t h a t  your 

book w i  [I l ] not  make I t s  way - [ ] Mrs. H o u l t o n w l l l  b e o f  [ ] h e l p  

t o  you. 

With best wishes -- 
Harnlin Garland 



5. Hamlin Garland t o  A. L. 

[no date] 

My Dear Lampman. 

t h  
James Whitcomb Ri ley  w i l l  be In Ottawa on the I&-- and I ' d  l i k e  t o  have 

you meet him. I dont need t o  t e l l  you who Whitcomb Ri ley  i s  -- the best 

w r i t e r  o f  d i a l ec t  i n  our day -- a poet i n  a l l  ways and a man. I t o l d  him - 
about your poems, o f  t h e i r  f i d e l i t y  t o  nature -- and he was interested and 

expressed a desire t o  see you - Dont f a l l  t o  go i n  on him - i t ' l l  do you 

good t o  know h im.  What are you doing j u s t  now? 

I ' m  always glad t o  hear from you. Give my regards t o  your wife. My 

best word always for you. 

Cord ia l ly  

Haml i n  Gar land 

[The l e t t e r  has a 5 inch p r in ted  not ice glued on i t s  back; Garland introduces 

i t  w i t h  h i s  awn wr i t i ng ,  "I advocate --", and he signs i t  "Hamlin Garland"; 

the word "valuei' In the not ice i s  h i s  insert ion: ]  

No tax  on Labor o r  the Products of Labor! [ i n  large bo ld  p r i n t ]  Wages t o  

Labor; in te res t  t o  Capi ta l ;  Ground Rent t o  the Community. A tax  on Goods i s  
va I ue 

Tax on Labor; a Tax on Land i s  a tax  on Monopoly. 
h 

6. Hamlin Garland t o  A. L. 

Ottawa / Canada 

ROXRURY STA. JAN 17 2 PM 1891 MASS. 

Dear M r .  Lampman.. 

'Let me give you the f ra terna l  g r ip .  I ' m  more than del ighted -- I ' m  

hilarious. I thought you a f ine  poet before -- I th ink  you're a be t t e r  now. 

-- Why d idn ' t  you say so before? -- [ 1 s l y  I dont see [ ]y man of 



heart [ ] can stay and [ ] the day o f  reform i s  upon us agaln as o f  o l d  

when Chatte l  slavery was threatened. Poets, actors painters nove l i s ts  we're 

a l l  ge t t i ng  i n t o  i t  here. 

I ' v e  been i n  i t  since '83 .  I ' v e  been speaking since '87. I t  permeates 

my s to r i es  and poems. -- You promised me your I ' m  doubly desirous o f  

seeing I t  now. Let me hear from you again. I ' l l  send a paper occasional ly 

[w i th  an] E d i t o r i a l  i n  i t  - ! i f  yo]uld l i k e  t o  see i t .  [ ] got some 

f i n e  men [ ]en t o  - 
f ra te rna l  l y  

Ham1 i n  Garland. 

9 [Tolwan?] P I .  Roxbury. Mass. 

7. W. W. Campbell t o  A. L. 

P.O. Department, Ottawa. 

SOUTHAMPTON JA 23 91 ONT. 

S t .  Paul 's Rectory 

Southampton Jan.23.'91. 

My Dear Lampman: 

The Xmas souvenir, signed by you and M r .  Scott,  and addressed t o  me a t  

S t .  Stephen New Brunswick, has been forwarded t o  me a t  t h i s  place, where I am 

now resid ing.  Allaw me t o  thank you fo r  your remembrance. I am now res id ing 

in  the Lake Region, on the shore o f  Lake Huron, but, as a poorly paid, over- 

worked, clergyman, w i  t h  smal l chance t o  read and w r i  te.  

I would be glad t o  hear from you anytime you have the le isure.  

With Kind Regards. 

Yours Sincerely 

W. W. Campbell. 



Address. 

Southampton Bruce Co. 

Ontario. 

8. Joseph Edmund Co l l i ns  t o  A. L. 

The Winchester, 1244 Broadway, 

August 37th 1891. 

( ~ i c t a t e d )  . 
My dear o l d  Baldus, 

Carman w i t h  whom I have been l i v i n g  f o r  near ly a year showed me the l i t -  

t l e  pos tsc r ip t  i n  your l e t t e r  and as I see you have not forgot ten me I want 

to say j u s t  a few words t o  you. O f  course you know why I have not w r i t t e n  

you f o r  so long a time: you d i d  not answer my l a s t  l e t t e r  and I thought you 

had some reason f o r  your si lence. But be l ieve me tha t  scarcely ever a day 

has passed over my head that  I have nat ta lked about you and there i s  nothing 

tha t  you have done and which has been published that  I have not read w i t h  the 

o l d  eagerness and admiration. O f  course, and t h i s  i s  per fec t l y  gra tu i tous 

and perhaps an unnecessary piece o f  c r i t i c i s m ,  I s t i l l  am opposed t o  the use 

t o  which you and Roberts put the sonnet; I th ink  where you have confined your- 

s e l f  t o  the leg i t ima te  purpose o f  the sonnet you have done some o f  the best 

work tha t  has been accomplished i n  the l a s t  century. A descr ip t ive  sonnet may 

be beau t i fu l  but  i n  my judgement there i s  no reason why a mere piece o f  des- 

c r i p t i o n  should be made fourteen l i nes  any more than ten, twelve, sixteen, 

eighteen o r  one hundred. I know you w i l l  fo rg ive me f o r  taking the l i b e r t y  o f  

saying t h i s  when you r e f l e c t  on our conversations on the subject years ago. 

Horeover there are so few good sonnets done now-a-days that  i t  pos i t i ve l y  

grieves me t o  see any one who can l i k e  yoursel f  do what I consider a perfect 



sonnet f a l l  i n t o  l i n e  w i t h  the modern school o f  empty-heads. There i s  a 

react ion against mere form- and form and manner ism are a1 1 about that  the 

modern school can display- and so r id i cu lous  has the ordinary magazine poetry 

become i n  the eyes of d iscr iminat ing people that  i t  has become the stock sub- 

j e c t  for  the funny men a l l  over the country and they are not fools and a t  

Harper's and other prominent places they have p r a c t i c a l l y  ceased t o  buy 

verse because when most of  i t  appears i t  i s  only made fun o f .  Now as I con- 

s ide r  you a l l  round the best poet that  we have i n  Canada and I th ink  wi thout  

any superior l i v i n g  except among men o f  a h a l f  a century standing I put my views 

i n  t h i s  p l a i n  language. The more I w r i t e  the more I learn tha t  s i m p l i c i t y  i s  

essent ia l  t o  the highest a r t  and the abominable vagaries o f  I t a l i a n  verse are 

the very opposite o f  s i m p l i c i t y .  I th ink  a man who has a d iv ine  insp i ra t ion ,  

and God knows there are but few, should learn t o  w r i t e  as a l i t t l e  c h i l d  and 

the form of  h i s  work should correspond w i t h  h i s  language. It i s  where you are 

simple that  you are strong and that  you have found the place that  you now oc- 

cupy i n  our l e t t e r s .  I amronly sorry tha t  you are not w r i t i n g  more. You must 

not  permit your drudgery o f  o f f i c e  t o  absorb your thought I wish you could 

have found i t  convenient t o  come down t h i s  Summer and v i s i t  us f o r  a short 

time; if possible when you go t o  Boston t o  v i s i t  Thompson I sha l l  t r y  t o  t o  

run down there. As for  myself I have been doing very we l l  f o r  the past year 

most of my work being for  the Harper's, the Syndicates Once A Week and much 

for  The Youth's Companion I do not w r i t e  fo r  the New York places as they say 

here "On Spec": I take down the t i t l e s  o f  my a r t i c l e s  and they are ordered 

beforehand. Of  course f i c t i o n  i s  always t o  be submitted. Although I am not 

a t  a l l  r o l l i n g  i n  money there i s  many and many a week I have made as high as 

$120,00. You spoke about your married s i s t e r  i n  your l e t t e r  t o  Carman; which 

o f  them i s  i t? I had not heard o f  the marriage o f  any o f  your s i s te rs .  Kindly 



remember me t o  your w i f e  and a11 your family. I was very sorry t o  miss 

R i t ch ie  and l e f t  a l e t t e r  for  him which I suppose he d i d  not get. I was q u i t e  

1 i t t l e  e f f o r t  t o  

i gh t  o r  I should 

cross that  since I could not f i n d  him he d i d  not make some - 
look me up. I d i d  not know tha t  he was a t  Sladen's 

have gone, f o r  a l l  Sladen's f r iends had a standing 

nings. I happen t o  be i n  the pos i t i on  now t o  be ab 

tha t  n 

i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a l l  h i s  eve- 

l e  t o  he lp  any one who 

makes any 1 i t e ra r y  venture i n  New York whether i n  Dramatic o r  other 1 i t e r a t u r e  

and was very anxious t o  see him on tha t  po in t  f o r  the sake o f  o l d  times. O f  

course Sladen i s  an awfu l ly  k ind  good fe l low but every dramatic c r i t i c  should 

have known about R i t ch ie  and h i s  cu r t a i n  ra ise r  before i t  was brought out. 

They were not informed about i t  so i t  received no a t t en t i on  from the c r i t i c s  

except t o  "score" i t .  I knew nothing o f  i t  t i l l  i t  was on o r  I should have 

f ixed a l l  that .  Remember me t o  R i t ch ie  i f  you see him and now w i t h  o l d  love 

and God speed, 

I remain, 

"Joseph Edmund" 

9. Hoses Co i t  Ty ler  t o  A. L. 

Cornell Univers i ty,  

I thaca, New York. 

2 Jan., 1892. 

M y  dear Mr .  Lampman:- 

You made us very glad by your Christmas greeting, which I sha l l  lay  aside 

and preserve as a trophy. We have nothing worthy t o  send you i n  return,  ex- 

cept, - which, a f t e r  a l l ,  i s  the best th ing  i n  the world - our simple prose 

assurances o f  a f fec t ion  f o r  you and o f  f a i t h  i n  you. 

I am keeping somehat longer the "Spectator" and the "Harper1', which you 



sent me; because i t  may be o f  use w i t h i n  the next few months. I sha l l  take 

good care of them, and re turn  them a t  l as t .  Meantime, I send you back t h i s  

a r t i c l e  from the "Academy". 

As t o  thematter on which I spoke t o  you, I can only say tha t  i f  a s u i t -  

able vacancy should occur here, as i t  may do a t  any time, I sha l l  have good 

hope o f  our Univers i ty  making an e f f o r t  t o  tempt you over the border. Hean- 

time, I am keeping the subject wel l  i n  hand, - not  so much fo r  your sake, 1 
i n  

must confess, as f o r  ours. I fee l  sure tha t  you have only t o  keep on,,the way 

you have begun, t o  win f o r  yourse l f  the most splendid recogni t ion i n  the 

world; and the time i s  coming when we sha l l  need you, more than you w i l l  us. 

We o f t en  t a l k  together of  the d e l i g h t f u l  days and n ights ,  a t  'Sconset 
the 

and i n  Boston, when veryAair around us seemed e l e c t r l c  w i t h  the words of  a 

powerful and resplendent poetry, h i t h e r t o  unheard by us. 
w i t h  

Hy w i f e  and daughter un i t e  me i n  most sincere and cord ia l  salutat ions,  A 

and i n  the strong desire t o  see you here among us. 

F a i t h f u l l y  & h e a r t i l y  yours, 

Hoses Coi t Tyler .  

10. W. O. HowGlls t o  A. L .  

The Cosmopolitan Magazine, 

E d i t o r i a l  Department. 

Hay 14, 1892. 

Dear M r .  Lampman: 

1 am very sorry t o  send back your beau t i fu l  poem, which my ed i t o r  might 

be proud t o  p r i n t .  I t  has - no f a u l t  but length, and f o r  me personal ly tha t  i s  

none. Send me sonnets, o r  short  pieces of any so r t .  

Yours s incerely 

W. D. H w e l l s  



The Cosmopolitan k g a z  

Madison Square Bank Bu 

F i f t h  Avenue, Broadway 

i ne 

i l d i ng  

and Twenty F i f t h  Street .  

New York 

31, 1892. 

Dear M r .  Lampman : 

I should l i k e  t o  keep A f t e r  Mist  i n  Winter. Did you no t i ce  tha t  the last --- 
i n  the other sonnet i s  a s y l l a b l e  short? 

Yours s incere ly  

W. D. Howells. 

12. G i l be r t  Parker t o  A. L. 

House of  Commons 

Canada 

gth Dec. 192 

Dear M r .  Lampman: . 
A l i n e  t o  say good-bye t o  you! I ' l l  send you a copy o f  -- The Chief Factor 

innnediately, which please take w i t h  my best regards. 

I sha l l  be back i n  January, when I hope t o  see you again. A l l  success t o  you! 

With best regards, 6 thanks, 

S i ncerel y yours 

G i l be r t  Parker. 



13. J. E. Wetherell t o  A. L. 

Col legiate I ns t i t u te ,  

Strathray, March 2 1893 

Dear M r .  Lampman: 

Soon a f t e r  the rece ip t  o f  t h i s  you w i l l  receive from the publisher the 

revise sheets o f  your poems that  are t o  appear i n  the anthology. W i l l  you 

k ind ly  read them over a t  once and re turn them t o  me by the next mail .  We are -- 
t r y i n g  t o  have the book on the market by May. You w i l l  receive from me a copy 

of the book bound i n  morocco sometime i n  May o r  June. 

Since w r i t i n g  you l a s t  I have added Rev. Fred. Geo. Scott t o  my l i s t .  

His pieces are - "The frenzy o f  Prometheus", "Samson", " In Via Hort is", "The 

Feud", "The Two Mistresses" and four o r  f i v e  sonnets. 

You w i l l  see tha t  w i t h  the change o f  a word 1 have taken your suggestion 

as t o  the t i t l e  o f  the book. It i s  t o  be: A Book o f  Later Canadian Poems. ---- 
The engravings f o r  the book are being made i n  New York, so tha t  they w i l l  

not be disappoint ing. 

Fa i th fu l l y ,  

J. E. Wetherel 1 

14. F. 6. Scott t o  A. L .  

Drmmndv i l l e .  

P.  Q. 

May 24e 189) 

Dear Lampman, 

I enclose a copy o f  a l e t t e r  which I am j u s t  sending t o  Roberts. What do 

you t h l nk  o f  the pro ject?  I hope we l l .  

I am p r e t t y  sure I can get a man t o  take the poems, 6 1 am sure tha t  the set 



would have a be t te r  chance o f  sa le  than a s o l i t a r y  volume. 

1 am so anxious t o  meet you. 

Are you going t o  have any hol iday t h i s  summer. 

When can you come & see us? 

I f  you could come & spend a few days w i t h  me, I could take you fo r  some p re t -  

t y  dr ives up the S t .  Francis. I have j u s t  bought a good horse for  S1O.OO so 

we can d r i ve  him t i l l  h i s  legs drop o f f .  This 1 am sure sound l i k e  an a t t rac -  

t ion. 

We are on ly  60 miles from Wontreal & have a to le rab le  t r a i n  service. 

Can you come next month or  the m n t h  a f te r?  Dominion day-tide? 

Please l e t  me know soon what you th ink  o f  the "Card board box". 

Yours 

F. G. Scott 

I S .  J. 0. H i l l e r  t o  A. L.  

Bishop Ridley College 

of  Ontario 

S t .  CatharInes, Ont., 12 Mch 1894 

My dear Lampman, 

I have read your poem "The C i t y  of the End o f  Things" w i t h  great  pleasure. 

I am glad t o  see tha t  you have taken a new departure; i t  w i l l  doubtless do you 

good & add t o  your power. Sweetness has h i t h e r t o  been your d i s t i n c t i v e  note. 

This poem shows an advance i n  imaginative power, & i t  has a freshness about i t  

C an o b j e c t i v i t y  which are su f f i c i en t  evidence t ha t  "the d a i l y  round & common 

task" are not  hur t ing  you as they are some others - notably Roberts. I hope 

you w i l l  do more i n  t h i s  l i ne .  

I f  you w i l l  pardon my mentioning i t ,  there i s  a simple l i n e  which seems 



t o  me hardly as strong as I should l i ke : -  "Lean Death would smite him face 

t o  face"; I do not  qu i t e  understand why you say face t o  face. The meaning i s  

not c lear ,  E we should not  use the expression t o  convey a d e f i n i t e  idea i n  

prose. We should probably say "meet him face t o  face & blanch him" tc. O f  

course, t h i s  w u l d  not  do here. For myself, I should p re fe r  "smite him i n  

the face", espec ia l ly  as you have "face t o  face" i n  the next stanza. I merely 

mention the matter because the poem has otherwise the charm o f  l u c i d i t y  i n  a 

remarkable degree. There i s  a l i t t l e  poem o f  G. F. Scot t 's  i n  the l a s t  "Week" 

which I 1 i ke  very much. I t  reminds rn2 o f  Wordsworth. 

Did you no t i ce  a new book o f  "Pa t r i o t i c  Recitat ions" l a t e l y  issued by G. 

W. Ross, the Min is ter  o f  Education? I t  i s  one o f  the most disgraceful produc- 

t i ons  I have ever seen. It af forded me a good deal o f  pleasure t o  w r i t e  a 

two-column c r i t i c i s m  o f  i t  i n  the "Mai 1' '  some three o r  four months ago, & a lso 

an e d i t o r i a l  i n  the same issue. You may have seen them. O f  course, I do not 

wish i t  general ly  known that  I wrote the screed, as the Min is ter  was consider- 

ably d isturbed by i t ,  s i t  created a good deal o f  s t i r  i n  educational c i r c l es .  

I l i k e d  some things i n  "The Magic House" very much, but the book does 

not contain anything l i k e l y  t o  make a reputat ion -- nothing o f  large concept- 

ion. Without f l a t t e r y ,  I hope more from you than from any other Canadian I 

know of .  

With Kindest regards, 

I am, 

Yrs f a i t h f u l l y .  

J. 0 .  H i l l e r  



16. lshbel  Aberdeen t o  A. L. 

Toronto 

Nov. 5, 1895 

Dear M r .  Lampman 

Please l e t  me thank you most warmly fo r  the charming c o n t r i b u t i o n  you 

sent me f o r  my Canadian album. I thought t h a t  t he  request would be more read- 

i l y  granted i f  i t  came through your charming l i t t l e  g i r l .  

We a re  so g lad  tha t  you are  so much b e t t e r ,  & hope t h a t  you w i l l  no t  

over-exer t  you rse l f  f o r  we expect much from you 

W i l l  you accept the  accompanying photographs o f  Lord Aberdeen & myself as 

a remembrance & 

Be1 ieve me 

Yours s ince re l y  

I s be 1 Abe rdeen 

17. Edmund C.  Stedman t o  A. L. 

Lawrence Park , 

Bronxv i l le ,  N. Y. 

Nov. - 29fh 1896 

Dear Mr .  Lampman, 

With no c l a i m  t o  be a King, I c e r t a i n l y  am " i n  Exi le" ,  & very voiceless 

nowadays. So I appreciate i t  when any younger, and - true,  sc ion  o f  t he  breed 

sends me a b i t  o f  t r i b u t e .  I n  shor t  I am glad t o  hear you remember me, and t o  

have you care t o  send me your new volume. 

It seems the func t ion  o f  the  aes the t i c  younger publ ishers t o  b r i n g  out  

charming volumes f o r  Canad-ian poets [ ] we do the p r i n t i n g ,  6 

you do the  s inging,  nawadays! 



We1 I ,  I t h i n k  you are  about the  most t r u t h f u l  and melodious o f  our  land- 

scape-poets, and o f t e n  the  most imaginat ive; and I see t h a t  our  reviewers hold 

you i n  j u s t  esteem. 

I f  ever you wander t h i s  way, 1 ' 1 1  be h e a r t i l y  g lad t o  welcome you t o  a 

country home t h a t  i s  w i t h i n  40 minutes o f  the  metropol is  -- ye t  not  i n  the 

l eas t  "suburban". This Park looks l i k e  a b i t  o f  Canada. 

S i ncerely yours, 

Edmund C.  Stedman 

P.S. Now do some "Lyr ics  o f  L i f e "  -- 
[ ] and llsweet". I t h i n k  you 

] o f  more f i e l d s  than 

1 1 occupied. The novel i s t s  "are not  the on ly  pebbles on the  beach" 

-- a t  leas t ,  they should not  be. 

18. Hamlin Garland t o  A. L. 

Ottawa / Canada. 

NEW YORK, N.Y. OCT 19 12-PM 18D97 

23 Grammercy Park 

Dear Mr .  Lampman: 

We are  booming Mr .  George f o r  Mayor as you know. Can you send me an ex- 

p ress ion of op in ion  favorable t o  h i s  cause. We are going t o  ho ld  a b i g  l i t e r -  

a r y  m e t i n g  soon a t  which several o f  us a re  t o  speak and a t  which sentiments 

o f  some l i t e r a r y  people w i l l  be read. 

Yours s ince re l y  

Hamlin Garland 

New York 

Oct 19/97. 



19. Eldon C. H i l l  t o  Na ta l ie  Lampman Maclnnes 

Miami Universi t) 

Oxford, Ohio 

Department o f  Engl ish 

May 18, 1950 

Mrs. T. R. L. Haclnnes 

166 Rideau Street  

Ottawa , Canada 

Hy dear Mrs. Haclnnes: 

I am wrl t ing a biography of  Hamlin Garland who was a f r i end  4,f your 

fa ther ,  as you probably know. I t  has been brought t o  my a t ten t i07  tha t  you 

have l e t t e r s  which Garland wrote t o  Archibald Lampman many years ago. If you 

w i l l  m a i l  them t o  me, I w i l l  have them copied and returned t o  you promptly. 

O r  i f  your prefer ,  have them copied fo r  me and I w i l l  defray the expenses in- 

volved. I would be great ly  obl iged t o  you and would make f u l l  acknowledgment 

o f  your kindness i n  my preface. 

Sincerely yours, 

Eldon C.  H i l l  

Associate Professor o f  Engl ish 

20. Eldon C. H i l l  t o  Na ta l ie  Lampman Maclnnes 

[17 E. Spring St reet ]  

Miami Univers i ty  

Oxford, Ohio 

Department o f  Engl ish 



June 20, 1950 

Mrs. Nata l  i e  Maclnnes 

Whi teha l  1  

655 Rideau S t ree t  

Ottawa, Ontar io,  Canada 

Dear Hrs . Hac l nnes : 

I thank you h e a r t i l y  f o r  sending me the Hamlin Garland l e t t e r  which I 

f i n d  o f  i n t e r e s t  espec ia l l y  s ince i t  ind ica tes  how e a r l y  (1889) he knew your 

f a t h e r .  

I r e t u r n  the  l e t t e r  herewith. 

Gra te fu l l y ,  

Eldon C .  H i l l  

Associate Professor 

o f  Engl i s h  

ECH/ca 1 

Enclosure 
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