
THE YOUNG TURK REVOLUTION - JULY 

1 9 0 8  TO A P R I L  1 9 0 9 8  I T S  IMMEDIATE EFFECTS 

b y  

T a c h a t  R a m a v a r m a  R a v i n d r a n a t h a n  

0 .  S., U t a h  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 6 5  

A  T H E S I S  SUBMITTLD I N  P A R T I A L  F U L F I L L M E N T  OF 

THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE OF 

MASTER OF ARTS 

i n  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  

o f  

H i s t o r y  

@ TACH 
n 

AT RAMAVARMA RAV INDRANATHAN 1 9 7 0  

SIMON FRASER U N I V E R S I T Y  

J u l y ,  1 9 7 0  



E X A M I N I N G  COMMITTEE A P P R O V A L  

- \ A l l a n  Cunningham , I Senior  Superv isor  

W i l l i a m  C l e v e l a n d  
Examining Committee 

Hanna Kassis  
Examining Committee 

Name: Tachat Ramavarma Ravindranathan 

Degree: Master of Arts 

Title of Thesis: The Young Turk Revolution - July 1908 to April 1909: 

Its Immediate Effects 



ABSTRACT 

I t  is a l m o s t  h a l f  a c e n t u r y  s i n c e  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  

was t u r n e d  i n t o  a  r e p u b l i c  a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  Young 

T u r k  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 0 8 ,  T h a t  t h e  Young T u r k s  s h o u l d  s e e k  

t o  m o d e r n i z e  a n  a r c h a i c  s t a t e  was u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  a n d  h i g h l y  

commended ,  b u t  t h e i r  d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  C a l i p h  h i m s e l f  w a s  t h e  

m o s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a c t .  However ,  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  d i s -  

m a n t l i n g  a t h e o c r a c y  h a v e  o n l y  come t o  l i g h t  s i n c e  1 9 0 8 ,  a n d  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t u d y  o f f e r s  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  o n  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  

o f  A b d u l h a m i d  I 1  a s  n o  o n e  a t  t h e  t ime f o r s a w  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  

much b e f o r e  i t  a c t u a l l y  h a p p e n e d ,  a n d  e v e n  l e s s  d i d  a n y o n e  

t h i n k  o f  i t s  c o n c e q u o n c e s .  T h e  g r e a t  m o t i v e  f o r c e  i n  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n  was t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  U n i o n  a n d  P r o a r e s s ,  a p o l i t i c a l  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  d o m i n a t e d  by  t h e  a r m y  o f f i c e r s  a n d  t h e  p r o g e n i t o r  

o f  m o d e r n  T u r k i s h  R e p u b l i c .  I f  t h e  C . U . P .  r e t a i n e d  much o f  

i ts  s h a d o w y  c h a r a c t e r  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  t h a t  is  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  is 

s t i l l  v e r y  g r e a t  c o n f u s i o n  a s  t o  t h e  e a r l y  m e m b e r s h i p  a n d  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  P a r t y  a n d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  

is a g o o d  d e a l  e a s i e r  t o  s a y  w h a t  h a p p e n e d  t h a n  t o  s a y  who w a s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  A s  t h e  t h e s i s  t i t l e  i n d i c a t e s ,  

t h e  e m p h a s i s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  is u p o n  t h e  r e a c t i o n s ,  a t  home a n d  

a b r o a d ,  t o  a s e r i e s  o f  h a l f - u n d e r s t o o d  e v e n t s  w h i c h  n e v e r t h e -  

less t r a n s f o r m e d  a n  a n c i e n t  E m p i r e ,  R e c a u s e  t h i s  u p h e a v a l  t o o k  

p l a c e  i n  1 9 0 8 - 1 9 0 9  i t  p r o d u c e d  a n x i o u s  r e a c t i o n s  a t  t h e  c o u r t s  



- iv- 

o f  t h e  g r e a t  powers and t h e  B a l k a n  c a p i t a l s .  Succeed ing  

c h a p t e r s  d e a l  w i t h  one o r  t h e  o t h e r  o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  and  

t h e  t h e s i s  c u l m i n a t e s  i n  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  o f  S u l t a n  Abdulhamid,  

a n  e v o n t  w h i c h  b y  no  means was c o n c l u s i v e  i n  t h e  summnr o f  

1908. S t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  F i r s t  Wor ld  War may 

w e l l  d e c i d e  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1908, w h i c h  t o o k  t h e  new 

Tu rkey  o n  t o  t h e  German s i d e ,  was t h e  v e r y  e v o n t  w h i c h  r e l e a s e d  

a l l  t h e  a c c u m u l a t e d  t e n s i o n s  o f  t h e  B a l k a n  P e n i n s u l a .  I f  t h e  

t h e s i s  r e v e a l s  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  some o f  t h i s  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  a n d  

i f  i t  f u r t h e r  r e v e a l s  t h e  deg ree  o f  r e s e a r c h  s t i l l  r e m a i n  t o  

be done, i t  w i l l  have  s e r v e d  a u s e f u l  purpose.  





PREFACE 

T h i s  s t u d y  is  a n  e f f o r t  t o  i n t e r p r e t  a c r u c i a l  p h a s e  o f  

m o d e r n  T u r k i s h  h i s t o r y ,  n a m e l y ,  t h e  c h a o t i c  b u t  h o p e f u l  p e r i o d  

b e t w e e n  J u l y  1 9 0 8  a n d  A p r i l  1 9 3 9 ,  D u r i n g  t h e s e  n i n e  m o n t h s ,  

t h e  i l l - f a t e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1876 was r e v i v e d  a n d  t h e  p e r i o d  

e n d e d  i n  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  c f  S u l t a n  A b d u l h a m i d .  T h e  p e r i o d  

s i g n i f i e d  t h e  e n d  o f  o n e  e p o c h  a n d  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a n o t h e r ,  

when f o r e i g n  a n d  d o m e s t i c  o b s e r v e r s  a w a i t e d  a n x i o u s l y  t o  f i n d  

o u t  w h e t h e r  T u r k e y  was f i n a l l y  r e a d y  t o  e n t e r  t h e  m o d e r n  w o r l d  

a s  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t a t e ,  L i t t l e  work  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  o n  t h i s  

c r i t i c a l  p e r i o d  s o  f a r  by  o t h e r  h i s t o r i a n s  a n d ,  h e n c e ,  t h e  

r e a s o n  f o r  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  t o p i c  f o r  s t u d y .  

I n  t h e  wake  o f  t h e  Young T u r k  R e v o l u t i o n ,  a n u m b e r  o f  

b o o k s  a n d  a r t i c l e s  were p u b l i s h e d ,  m a i n l y  b y  j o u r n a l i s t s  a n d  

t r a v e l l e r s ,  A l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e s e  b o o k s  were o f  a c o l o u r -  

f u l  n a t u r e ,  p a y i n g  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  a u r a  a n d  m y s t i q u e  o f  

t h e  E a s t ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  a n a l y s i s  o r  i n t e r p r s t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e v o l u -  

t i o n .  C e r t a i n l y ,  a n u m b e r  o f  b o o k s ,  s u c h  a s  M c C u l l o u g h ' s  

The F a l l  o f  A b d u l h a m i d ,  a n d  R a m s a y ' s  R e v o l u t i o n  i n  C o n s t a n t i -  

n o p l e  a n d  T u r k e y ,  p u b l i s h e d  b e f o r e  W o r l d  War I ,  a r e  o f  g r e a t  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  a n d  t h e s e  a r e  a t t e m p t s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  e v e n t s  

o f  1 9 0 8 - 1 9 0 9 ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  m o r e  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  

o f  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n s  a n d  n o t  d e f i n i t i v e  h i s t o r y .  A l s o  b y  

p i e c i n g  t o g e t h e r  a l l  t h e  s c a t t e r e d  a r t i c l e s  t h a t  were p u b l i s h e d  



i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  a  d i l i g e n t  h i s t o r i a n  may be 

a b l e  t o  draw a r e a l i s t i c  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  Young Turk R e v o l u t i o n .  

I n  t h e  E n q l i s h  s p e a k i n g  w o r l d ,  E r n e s t  Ramsaur's The Younn T u r k s :  

P r e l u d e  t o  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  1908 e s t a b l i s h e d  a  new landmark  

i n  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Young Turk movement. The book p u b l i s h e d  

i n  1957, s t o p p e d  w i t h  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  

Ju l y ,1908  a n d  t h i s  was f o l l o w e d ,  i n  1962, by  S e r i f  M a r d i n ' s  

Genesis  o f  Younq Ottoman Thouqht,  a  h i g h l y  i l l u m i n a t i n g  work 

on  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  Young Turk movement. F e r o z  

Ahmad, i n  h i s  s t u d y ,  The Younq Turks :  The Commit tee o f  U n i o n  

and P r o q r e s s  i n  T u r k i s h  P o l i t i c s  1908-1914, has  made a  v a l i a n t  

e f f o r t  t o  f i l l  t h e  gap by  t a k i n g  up t h e  s t o r y  f r o m  where Rarnsaur 

had  l e f t  o f f .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  I have  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a n a l y s e  

and i n t e r p r e t  t h e  b a s i c  i s s u e s  and  p rob lems  t h a t  c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  

new r e g i m e  a f t e r  Abdulhamid r e s t o r e d  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  on  J u l y  24, 

1908, As a  r e s u l t ,  i t  was f e l t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n c l u d e  a  c h a p t e r  

each on  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  independence and  t h e  A u s t r i a n  

a n n e x a t i o n  o f  Bosn ia-Herzegov ina ,  b o t h  o f  w h i c h  were o f  g r e a t  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  Turkey i n  1908-9 as  t h e y  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  v e r y  e x i s -  

t e n c e  o f  t h e  Ottoman Empire.  The f o r m e r  i n c i d e n t  i s  d i s c u s s e d  

s c a n t i l y  i n  most  h i s t o r i c a l  s t u d i e s  and t h e  l a t t e r  a l w a y s  i n  i t s  

w i d e r  European p e r s p e c t i v e .  Hence, i t  was f o u n d  e s s e n t i a l  t o  

f o c u s  t h e  two i s s u e s  i n  t h e i r  T u r k i s h  c o n t e x t ,  t h u s  f i l l i n g  t h e  

gap l e f t  b y  Ahmad and o t h e r s ,  no d o u b t  due t o  t h e  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  

t h e i r  s t u d i o s .  



I have  n o t  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  q u o s t i o n  o f  C r e t e  a s  i t  wou ld  

have posed i n n u m e r a b l e  p rob lems  and d i s t o r t e d  t h e  s t r u c t u b e  o f  

t h e  t h e s i s .  I n  t h e  same f a t e f u l  week o f  October  1908, when 

B u l g a r i a  d e c l a r e d  independence and A u s t r i a  s e i z e d  Bosn ia-  

Herzegov ina ,  t h e  C r e t a n s  v o t e d  f o r  u n i o n  w i t h  t h e  m a i n l a n d  

Greeks a n d  s e t  u p  a  p r o v i s i o n a l  government  t o  assume a u t h o r i t y  

i n  t h e  name o f  K i n g  George. B u t  no f o r m a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  was 

g i v e n  b y  t h e  powers o r  Turkey and t h e  q u e s t i o n  was n o t  r e s o l v e d  

b e f o r e  1912. Consequen t l y ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

i n t o  t h e  J u l y  1 9 0 8 - A p r i l  1909 f ramework and s t i l l  e x p e c t  a 

s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  whereas t h e  B u l -  

g a r i a n  and  Bosn ian  q u e s t i o n s  were r e s o l v e d  i n  e a r l y  1909. 

moreover ,  no r e a l i s t i c  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  C r e t a n  d i s p u t e  i s  

p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  an  adequate  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  Creek war o f  

independence o f  1829 and a l l  t h e  subsequent  p r o b l e m s  i n  Turko- 

Greek r e l a t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  beyond t h e  scope o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .  

As t h e  outcome o f  t h e  Young Turk R e v o l u t i o n  was f i r s t  

d e c i d e d  i n  t h e  towns o f  Macedonia and t h e n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  

S a l o n i c a  and  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  i n i t i a l l y  p l a y e d  a  f a r  g r e a t e r  

r o l e  t h a n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Emp i re  p u t  t o g e t h e r .  Hence, t h i s  

s t u d y ,  u n a v o i d a b l y ,  i s  b i a s e d  i n  f a v o u r  o f  deve lopmen ts  i n  

t h e  Ba lkans  and  t h e  c a p i t a l .  T h i s  i n  no  way i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n  d i d  n o t  have i t s  w i d e r  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  i n  A n a t o l i a  

and t h e  A s i a t i c  provinces o f  t h e  Ottoman Empire.  I n  C h a p t e r  

"1, a n  e f f o r t  h a s  been made t o  d e s c r i b e  in some d e t a i l  t h e  



e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h o s o  a r e a s ,  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  c o n -  

s i d e r a b l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  were e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  

i m p a c t  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  A n a t o l i a  a n d  t h e  A r a b  l a n d s ,  

p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p a u c i t y  o f  ma te r i a l  a n d  a g e n e r a l  

l a c k  o f  a d e q u a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  d e m a r c a t i o n  

o f  p o w e r  i n  t h e  Asia t ic  p r o v i n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  C .U.P .  a n d  t h e  

P o r t e  i s  n e v e r  c l ea r  a n d  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  d e s p a t c h e s ,  m o r e  o f t e n  

t h a n  n o t ,  t h r o w  l i t t l e  l i g h t  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .  The  i s s u e  i s  

f u r t h e r  c o n f o u n d e d  b y  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  s e c o n d a r y  s o u r c e s  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s ,  

I n  c o m p l e t i n g  C h a p t e r  VI, my own i g n o r a n c e  o f  T u r k i s h  

a n d  A r a b i c  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a s  I was l a r g e l y  

d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  B r i t i s h  F o r e i g n  Off ice  d o c u m e n t s  f o r  i n f o r m a -  

t i o n ,  
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CHAPTER I 

ORIGINS OF THE Y O U N G  TURK REVOLUTION 

One h i s t o r i a n  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  Young Turk  movement  

p r i m a r i l y  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  t h r e e  w a v e s l '  The  f i r s t  wave  o f  Young 

T u r k s ,  o r  Young O t t o m a n s  a s  t h e y  a r e  known t o d a y ,  was s e t  i n  

m o t i o n  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s  when a n u m b e r  o f  p r o m i n e n t  O t t o m e n  i n t e l -  

l e c t u a l s  f l o c k e d  i n t o  E u r o p e a n  c a p i t a l s  t o  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e  

c l u t c h e s  o f  a  r e a c t i o n a r y  b u r e a u c r a c y .  I n d i v i d u a l s  s u c h  a s  
* ** **+ 

I b r a h i m  S h i n a s i ,  Z i y a  Bey,  Namik Kemal, among o t h e r s ,  h a d  

f a l l e n  o u t  o f  f a v o u r  w i t h  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y  t h e y  o n c e  s e r v e d  

1. C u n n i n g h a m ,  A l l a n .  The Wrong H o r s e ?  - A S t u d y  o f  
A n g l o - T u r k i s h  R e l a t i o n s  b e f o r e  t h e  F i r s t  W o r l d  War. 
S t .  A n t o n y ' s  P a p e r s ,  1 9 6 5 ,  November  1 7 ,  M i d d l e  
E a s t e r n  A f f a i r s ,  Number 4 ,  P a s s i m .  

I b r a h i m  S h i n a s i  ( 1 8 2 4 - 1 8 7 1 ) ,  a l o n g  w i t h  Z i y a  Bey 
e n d  Namik Kemal, is o n e  o f  t h e  p i o n e e r s  o f  t h e  new 
l i t e r a r y  movemen t  o f  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  T u r k e y .  S h i n a s i  
was s e n t  t o  F r a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  r e f o r m  i n  
t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  i n  1 8 4 0 ' s  a n d ,  w h i l e  a s t u d e n t  
i n  P a r i s ,  h e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 8 4 8 .  
D u r i n g  h i s  F r e n c h  s o j o u r n ,  S h i n a s i  i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  
made  t h e  a c q u a i n t a n c e  o f  L a m a r t i n e  a s  h e  w a s  t o  b e  
much i n f l u e n c e d  i n  l a t e r  l i f e  by t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e  
F r e n c h  p o e t .  A f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  T u r k e y ,  h e  j o i n e d  
t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c e  a s  a member o f  t h e  n e w l y  c r e a t e d  
C o u n c i l  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  I n  t h e  m e a n w h i l e ,  h e  a l s o  d i d  
a s u b s t a n t i a l  a m o u n t  o f  t r a n s l a t i o n  work  f r o m  F r e n c h  
p r o s e  a n d  p o a t r y .  I n  1 8 5 4 ,  S h i n a s i  was d i s m i s s e d  
f r o m  h i s  j o b  b e c a u s o  o f  h i s  a l l e g e d l y  w e s t e r n  m a n n e r -  
isms. F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  h e  o f f e n d o d  a n u m b e r  o f  h i s  
c o l l e a g u e s  by  s h a v i n g  h i s  b e a r d ,  a n  u n u s u a l  p r a c t i c e  
i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  o f  t h e  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  



I n  1 8 5 8 ,  h e  was o n c e  a g a i n  r e i n s t a t e d  i n  h i s  o l d  I 
p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  F o r  t h e  n e x t  
t h i r t e e n  y e a r s ,  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 7 1 ,  S h i n a s i  
was m a i n l y  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  j o u r n a l -  
i s m  - "a new p r o f e s s i o n  a n d  a new f o r m  o f  o c c u p a -  
t i o n "  i n  T u r k e y .  I n  1 8 6 2 ,  h e  f o u n d e d  a j o u r n a l  
T a s v i r - i  E f k a r ,  w h i c h  b e c a m e  p o p u l a r  among t h e  
i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  T h r e e  y e a r s  
l a t e r ,  a f r a i d  o f  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y ' s  w r a t h  f o r  h i s  
m i l d  c r i t i c i sm o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  S h i n a s i  f l e d  t o  
P a r i s  a n d  h e  d i d  n o t  r e t u r n  t o  T u r k e y  t i l l  1 8 6 9 .  
By t h i s  time, S h i n a s i  h a d  come t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  
a n y  r a p i d  t r a n s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  were b o u n d  t o  
f a i l  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  mass i l l i t e r a c y .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h e  came  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  
f i r s t  p r e - r e q u i s i t e  i n  b u i l d i n g  a m o d e r n  S t a t e  
was t o  r a i s e  t h e  l e v e l  o f  mass l i t e r a c y .  

S h i n a s i  was n o  l i b e r a l  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  s e n s e  
o f  t h e  word .  He o n l y  c r i t i c i s e d  t h e  w o r s t  a s p e c t s  
o f  T u r k i s h  l i f e .  O t h e r w i s e  h i s  w r i t i n g s  c o n t a i n e d  
n o  r a d i c a l  c r i t i c i s m s  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  O t t o m a n  
s t r u c t u r e .  H i s  p o l i t i c a l  p h i l o s o p h y  is  e x p r e s s e d  
i n  a  poem t h a t  h e  w r o t e  i n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  R e s h i d  
P a s h a ' s  (a l e a d i n q  T u r k i s h  s t a t e s m a n )  r e f o r m  
e f f o r t s ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  T u r k e y  f r o m  
F r a n c e  t 

" L i f e ,  p r o p e r t y  a n d  h o n o u r  a r e  t h e  c a n d l e s  
o f  o u r  h e a r t s ,  
Your j u s t i c e  i s  a l a n t e r n  t o  g u a r d  u s  f r o m  
t h e  b l a s t  o f  o p p r e s s i o n .  
You h a v o  made u s  f r e e ,  who were s l a v e s  t o  
t y r a n n y ,  
Bound a s  if i n  c h a i n s  by  o u r  own i g n o r a n c e .  
Your law is  a n  a c t  o f  m a n u m i s s i o n  f o r  men,  
Your law i n f o r m s  t h e  S u l t a n  o f  h i s  l i m i t s . "  

++ Z i y a  Bey ( 1 8 2 5 - 1 8 8 0 ) ,  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  
p i o n e e r s ,  w a s  b o r n  t h e  s o n  o f  a c l e r k  i n  t h e  Galata  
c u s t o m s  h o u s e  a n d  h e  j o i n e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s e r v i c e  
a t  t h e  a g e  o f  s e v e n t e e n ,  I n  1 8 5 4 ,  h e  b e c a m e  
s e c r e t a r y  t o  S u l t a n  A b d u l m e c i d ,  b u t  a few y e a r s  
l a t e r ,  d u e  t o  p a l a c e  i n t r i g u e s ,  h e  l o s t  h i s  j o b .  
I t  w a s  d u r i n g  h i s  y e a r s  i n  t h e  p a l a c e  t h a t  h e  
m a s t e r e d  t h e  F r e n c h  l a n g u a g e ,  w h i c h  h e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  
u s e d  t o  t r e n s l a t e  t h e  w o r k s  o f  M o l i e r e  a n d  R o u s s e a u  



i n t o  T u r k i s h .  A f t o r  h i s  d i s m i s s a l  f r o m  t h e  p a l a c e ,  
h e  h e l d  v a r i o u s  m i n o r  p o s t s  a n d  p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  a l o n g  
w i t h  Namik Kemal  a n d  o t h e r s ,  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  
g r o u p s ,  w h i c h  b e c a m e  t h e  n u c l e u s  o f  a l l  d i s c o n t e n t e d  
i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  I n  1 8 6 7 ,  f a c e d  w i t h  
t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  b a n i s h m e n t  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  h e  
f l e d  t o  P a r i s  w i t h  a n u m b e r  o f  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s ,  He 
s p e n t  t h e  n e x t  f i v e  y e a r s  a b r o a d ,  m a k i n g  h i s  home 
f i r s t  i n  P a r i s ,  a n d  t h e n  i n  London  a n d  G e n e v a .  Dur-  
i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  i n  e x i l e ,  Z i y a  w r o t e  s o m e  s c a t h i n q  
a r t i c l e s  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  T u r k i s h  g o v e r n m e n t .  I n  
1872 ,  h e  w a s  o i v e n  p e r m i s s i o n  by t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  
r e t u r n  t o  T u r k e y  a n d ,  u n d e r  t h e  new c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
g o v e r n m e n t  i n  1 8 7 6 ,  h e  was a p p o i n t e d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  
S y r i a .  

Z i y a  Rey ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  e x p o s u r e  t o  w e s t e r n  i d e a s  
a n d  l i t e r a t u r e ,  w a s  a c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n  h i s  c u l t u r a l  
a n d  r e l i o i o u s  o u t l o o k .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  h e  w a s  a n  a r d e n t  
s p o k e s m a n  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m  i n  T u r k e y .  
W r o t e  Z i y a t  

"Now c o n d e s c e n d  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  t h i s  
c o n t i n e n t  o f  E u r o p e .  A p a r t  f r o m  R u s s i a ,  d o e s  
a r b i t r a r y  g o v e r n m e n t  r e m a i n  a n y w h e r e ?  And is 
n o t  e v e n  R u s s i a  g r a d u a l l y  t r y i n g  t o  i m m i t a t e  
t h e  s y s t e m s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  E u r o p e a n  
s t a t e s ?  Are t h e  E m p e r o r s  o f  F r a n c e  a n d  A u s t r i a ,  

. the  K i n g s  o f  I t a l y  a n d  P r u s s i a ,  t h e  Q u e e n  o f  
E n g l a n d  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  R u s s i a n  i n  m i g h t  a n d  
m a j e s t y ? - - - - - S i n c e  t h e  l o f t y  D y n a s t y  f i h e  
O t t o m a n  ~ m ~ i r ~ 7  i s  a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  o n e  o f  t h e  
f a m i l y  o f  E u r o p e ,  i t  i s  n o t  w i t h i n  t h e  b o u n d s  
o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  u s  t o  r e m a i n  i n  t h i s  way a t  
v a r i a n c e  w i t h  a l l  t h e  w o r l d . "  

*** Namik Kemal  ( 1 8 4 0 - 1 ~ 8 8 ) ,  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  g i f t e d  t r i o ,  
u n l i k e  S h i n a s i  a n d  Z i y a ,  was b o r n  t o  a n  a r i s t o c r a t i c  
f a m i l y .  L i k e  Z i y a ,  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  s e v e n t e e n ,  h e  
j o i n e d  t h e  g o i t e r n m o n t  s e r v i c e ,  w o r k i n q  f o r  t h e  t r a n s -  
l a t i o n  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  P o r t e  - " ~ u r k e v ' s  o o e n  window 
t o  t h e  west ."  He w o r k e d  w i t h  ~ h i n a i i  i n '  T a s v i r - i  E f k a r  - 
a n d ,  a f t e r  S h i n s s i ' s  f l i q h t  t o  E u r o p e ,  h e  t o o k  o v e r  
t h o  e d i t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  j o u r n a l  h i m s e l f .  I n  t h e  b e g i n -  
n i n g  Namik Kemal's c o n t r i b u t i o n s  w e r e  l i m i t e d  t o  
t r a n s l a t i o n s ,  b u t  s o o n  h e  b e g a n  t o  w r i t e  a r t i c l e s  o n  



e x t e r n a l  issues s u c h  a s  t h e  P o l i s h  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  
o f  1 8 6 3 - 6 4  a n d  t h e  A m o r i c a l  C i v i l  War, H i s  e s s a y s  
a n d  a r t i c l n s  o n  T u r k i s h  a f f a i r s  b r o u g h t  h i m  i n t o  
c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  h e  f l e d  t o  E u r o p e  
i n  1 8 6 7 ,  Kemal  s p e n t  t h e  n e x t  f o u r  y e a r s  i n  L o n d o n ,  
P a r i s  a n d  V i e n n a  w h e r e  h e  w r o t e  i n  v a r i o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  
j o u r n a l s .  He a l s o  d i d  a n u m b e r  o f  t r a n s l a t i o n s  f r o m  
F r e n c h  t o  T u r k i s h .  He r e t u r n e d  t o  T u r k e y  i n  1 8 7 1  
a n d ,  t w o  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  w r o t e  h i s  f a m o u s  p l a y  J a t a n  
Y a h u t  S i l i s t r e   athe her land o r  ~ i l i s t r i a ) ,  w h i c h  
g l o r i f i e d  t h e  T u r k i s h  d e f e n s e  o f  t h e  f o r t r e s s  o f  
S i l i s t r i a  a g a i n s t  t h e  R u s s i a n s  d u r i n g  t h e  C r i m e a n  
a I t  a p p e a l e d  t o  a l l  O t t o m a n s ,  n o t  s i m p l y  t h e  
T u r k s ,  t o  f i g h t  f o r  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  t h e i r  f a t h e r l a n d .  
T h i s  f e e l i n q  o f  n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t y  a n d  a s e n s e  o f  be-  
l o n g i n q ,  h o w e v e r  r e m o t e ,  was s o m e t h i n g  e n t i r e l y  new 
i n  T u r k i s h  l i f e .  S u s p i c i o u s  o f  Kemal a n d  t h e  s u c c e s s  
o f  h i s  p l a y ,  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  d e p o r t e d  h i m  t o  C y p r u s  
a n d  h e  e m e r g e d  f r o m  t h e r e  o n l y  i n  1 8 7 6 ,  a f t e r  t h e  
p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h o  i l l - f a t e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  He s o o n  
f e l l  f o u l  o f  t h e  new S u l t a n  A b d u l h a m i d  a n d  s p e n t  
t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  d a y s  i n  e x i l e  i n  o n e  p a r t  o f  t h e  
E m p i r e  o r  t h e  o t h e r ,  

In  subsequent p a g e s ,  S h i n a s i ,  Z i y a  a n d  Kemal 
h a v e  b e e n  l a b e l l e d  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  
l i b e r a l  i c i n g  o f  O t t o m a n  s o c i e t y .  The v e r y  f a c t  
t h a t  t h e y  a n d  t h e i r  a s s o c i a t e s  were t h e  o n l y  o n e s  
who w a n t e d  t o  p u t  a s t o p  t o  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  a b s o l u t i s m  
t h r o u q h  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e s t r a i n t s  made  t h e m  t h e  
m o s t  l i b e r a l  e l e m e n t  i n  T u r k e y ,  B u t  t h i s  i n  1-7 

way i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e y  were l i b e r a l s  o r  r a d i c a l s  i n  
t h e  w e s t e r n  s e n s e  o f  t h e  w o r d ,  C o m p a r e d  t o  t h e i r  
E u r o p e a n  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  - R a k u n i n ,  M a z z i n i  o r  Marx - 
Z i y a ,  Kemal a n d  o t h e r s  were c o n s e r v a t i v e  i n  t h e i r  
o u t l o o k ,  

S e e  B e r n a r d  L o w i s ,  The E m e r g e n c e  - -- - o f  Modern  T u r k e v .  
L o n d o n .  1 9 6 6 ,  C h a p t e r  V ,  

lYbZ, C h a p t e r s  



d u t i f u l l y  a s  p a t r i o t i c  O t t o m a n  s u b  jec ts .2  T h i s  wave  was 

f o l l o w e d  by  a s e c o n d ,  w h i c h  was a r e a c t i o n  t o  H a m i d i a n  I I 

d e s p o t i s m  a n d  i t  r e a c h e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p o r t i o n s  by  t h e  

1 8 9 0 ' s .  The  t h i r d  w a v e  c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h e  men who a c t u a l l y  
3 

c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 0 8 .  U n l i k e  t h e  t w o  p r e v i o u s  

w a v e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  w h i c h  d i s s i p a t e d  i t s e l f  i n  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a b s t r a c t i o n s ,  a n d  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  w h i c h  d e v o t e d  

a s  much t ime t o  i n t e r n a l  s t r u g g l e s  a s  f e u d i n g  w i t h  t h e  S u l t a n ,  

t h e  men o f  t h e  t h i r d  wave  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  a s  a move- 

m e n t ,  a n d  a s  t h e y  were n o t  i n  o x i l e ,  t h e y  were a b l e ,  when 

t h e  c r u c i a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  came, t o  c a p i t a l i z e  o n  t h i s  i n t e r n a l  

s t r e n g t h  a n d  e x p e d i t e  a s u c c e s s f u l  r e v o l u t i o n .  T h i s  c h a p t e r ,  

a f t e r  a  b r i o f  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  f i r s t  w a v e ,  w i l l  p r i m a r i l y  

c o n c e r n  i t s e l f  w i t h  t h e  s e c o n d  w a v e  o f  d i s s e n t e r s ,  w i t h o u t  

w h i c h  i t  w i l l  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

o f  t h e  l a t t e r  g r o u p  i n  t h e  Young T u r k  R e v o l u t i o n .  A s  t h e  

t h e s i s ,  i n  l a r g e  m e a s u r e ,  i s  a b o u t  t h e  t h i r d  w a v e  o f  d i s -  

s e n t e r s  ( i . e ,  t h e  men iuho a c t u a l l y  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e  r e v o l u -  

t i o n ) ,  t h e i r  r o l e  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  w i l l  be- 

come c l e a r e r  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  c h a p t e r s .  



The Young O t t o m a n s ,  i , e . ,  t h e  f i r s t  w a v e  o f  d i s s e n t e r s ,  

d e r i v e d  t h ~ i r  i n h e r i t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  T u r k i s h  Refo rm Movement  

o f  1 8 2 6 - 1 8 7 6 ,  known a s  t h e  T a n z i m a t .  Many o f  t h e  p r o m i n e n t  

Young O t t o m a n s  o f  1 8 6 0 ' s  n n d  1 8 7 0 ' s  h a d ,  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e i r  

C a r e e r ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  r e f o r m  movemen t .  I t  was o n l y  

a f t e r  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  T a n z i m a t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  b r i n g i n g  

a b o u t  much n e e d e d  r e f o r m s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  w a s  d r i f t i n g  m o r e  

a n d  m o r e  t o w a r d s  b u r e a u c r a t i z a t i o n  a n d  c o r r u p t i o n ,  t h a t  they b e g a n  

t o  r a i s e  t h e i r  v o i c e  i n  d i s s e n t .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  n o  d i s c u s s i o n  

o f  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  Young T u r k  R e v o l u t i o n  w i l l  b e  c o m p l e t e  

w i t h o u t  a few w o r d s  o n  t h e  b r o a d  aims a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t s  o f  t h e  

T a n z  i m s  t . 
W i t h  t h e  n a s s a c r e  o f  t h e  J a n i s s a r i e s ,  t h e  " c e n t r a l  

r e p o s i t o r y M  o f  m i l i t a r y  pourer i n  T u r k e y  f o r  n e a r l y  t h r e e  c e n -  

t u r i e s ,  i n  1 8 2 6 ,  S u l t a n  Piahmud I1 o f f i c i a l l y  i n a u g u r a t e d  t h e  

e ra  o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t .  D u r i n g  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t e e n  y e a r s  o f  h i s  

r e i g n ,  u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1 8 3 9 ,  t h e  S u l t a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  

m i l i t a r y  a c a d e m i e s ,  made a t t e m p t s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a d v a n c e d  

t e c h n i q u e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n t o  t h u s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e d  

t h e  f o u n d i n g  o f  n e w s p a p e r s .  D u r i n g  h i s  r e i g n ,  h e  a l s o  s e n t  

s t u d e n t s  a b r o a d  f r o m  t h e  s c h o o l s  o f  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  m e d i c i n e  

a n d  m i l i t a r y  s c i e n c e ,  w h i c h  h e  h a d  h e l p e d  e s t a b l i s h  h i m s e l f .  

mahmud f u r t h e r  i n s t i t u t e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s e n d i n g  m o r e  g i f t e d  

a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  o f f i c e r s  a n d  a m b a s s a d o r s  

t o  f o r ~ i g n  c o u n t r i e s .  E v e r y  o n e  o f  t h e  r e f o r m i n g  l o a d e r s  o f  



t h e  n e x t  h a l f  a  c e n t u r y  f o l l o w i n g  1826 had, a t  one t i m e  o r  t h e  

o t h e r ,  s e r v e d  i n  a f o r e i g n  l e g a t i o n .  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  t h r e e  

a r c h i t e c t s  o f  t h e  Tanzimat ,  R e s h i d  Pasha, A l i  Pasha and  Fuad 

Pasha h a d  a l l  s e r v e d  i n  f o r s i g n  l e g a t i o n s . 4  R e s h i d  was a t t a c h e d  

t o  t h e  T u r k i s h  embassy i n  P a r i s  i n  1834, A l i  was i n  V ienna i n  

5 f 1836 and Fuad s e r v e d  i n  London i n  1840. They were i n f l u e n c e d  

by t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  economic and o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  west  

and, when t h e y  r e t u r n e d  t o  Turkey,  t o o k  back  v i v i d  memor ies 

w i t h  them. Hence, when mahmud d i e d  i n  1839, t h e  work o f  r e f o r m  

h a d  a l r e a d y  begun i n  t h e  Ottoman Emp i re  and t h i s  paved t h o  way 

f o r  t h e  famous r e f o r m s  e d i c t s  o f  1839 and 1856. The e d i c t s  were 

n o t h i n g  l e s s  t h a n  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  i n t e n t  t o  r e f o r m  t h e  

Ottoman Emp i ro  i n t o  a  modern s t a t e d  The I m p e r i a l  R e s c r i p +  

o r  H a t t - i  Humayun o f  1839, more w i d e l y  known as t h e  H a t t - i  

g e r i f  o f  Gulhane, p r o m u l g a t e d  u n t a r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  o u t -  

s t a n d i n g  M i n i s t e r  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  R e s h i d  Pasha, gua ran teed ,  

among o t h e r s ,  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  l i f e ,  honour  a n d  p r o p e r t y  o f  a l l  

Ottoman s ~ b j s c t s . ~  I t  p r o m i s e d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  r e g u l a r  

System o f  c o n s c r i p t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  s e r v i c e  f r o m  l i f e -  

t i n e  t o  f o u r  o r  f i v e  yea rs .  The d e c r e e  o r g a i n e d  p u b l i c  t r i a l s ,  

4 .  Lewis,  Bernard ,  The Emsrqence o f  modern Turkey,  London, 
1966, p. @7.  

5. I b i d .  

6 ,  V u c i n i c h ,  Wayne, Tho Ottoman Empjrer I t s  Record  and  
Legncy, New York,  1965, p. 160. 



a c c o r d i n g  t o  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  b e f o r e  c o n v i c t i n g  o f f e n d e r s  o f  l a w  

i n  b o t h  c i v i l  a n d  c r i m i n a l  c a s e s . 7  I t  a l s o  p r o m i s e d  t h e  , 
a b o l i t i o n  o f  t a x - f a r m i n g  a n d  b r i b e r y . '  The m o s t  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  

p r o m i s e  o f  t h o  H a t t - i  S e r i f  o f  C u l h a n e  was  t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n  

" t h o s e  i m p e r i a l  c o n c e s s i o n s  a r e  e x t e n d e d  t o  a l l  o u r  s u b j e c t s  

o f  w h a t e v e r  sec t  o r  r e l i g i o n  t h e y  may b e .  They s h a l l  e n j o y  

them w i t h o u t  e x c e p t i o n . " 9  / Thus  t h e  r e f o r m e r s  h o p e d  t o  c r e a t e  

t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  S t a t e  a n d  c i t i z e n s h i p  among t h e  Ot toman  p e o p l e s ,  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n  a  s e c u l a r i z e d  w e s t e r n  p a t t e r g  I t  was also 

t h e  h o p e  o f  t h e  r e f o r m e r s ,  b e c a u s e o f t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  

f u l l  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  g r o w i n g  n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s ,  t h a t  

e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n  u n d e r  t h e  law w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  l o y a l t y  o f  

t h e  s u b j e c t  r a c e s  o f  t h o  E m p i r e  a n d  w o u l d  t h u s  h e l p  d i m i n i s h  

t h e  s e p a r a t i s t  t e n d e n c i e s ;  

The H a t t - i  Humayun o f  1856 was a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  e d i c t  

o f  1839, b u t  f a r  w.fdor  i n  s c o p e  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  C u l h a n e  -- 
d e c r e e ,  The p l e d g e s  o f  1856 p r o m i s e d  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t a x -  

f a r m i n g  a n d  b r i b e r y  a s  i n  1 8 3 9 ,  The e q u a l  l i a b i l i t y  o f  m u s l i m s  

a n d  n o n - M u s l i m s  t o  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  was  r e p e a t e d .  The o t h e r  

s t i p u l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  d e c r e e s  o f  1856 w e n t  b e y o n d  t h e  p r o m i s e s  



o f  1 8 3 9 .  They i n c l u d e d ,  among o t h e r s ,  t h e  s t r i c t  o b s e r v a n c o  

o f  a n n u a l  b u d g e t s ,  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  b a n k s ,  t h e  c o d i f i c a t i o n  

o f  c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  p e n a l  l a w  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  m i x e d  

c o u r t s  f o r  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  M u s l i m s .  lo The q u e s t i o n  o f  e q u a l i t y  

r e c e i v e d  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  m o r e  e m p h a s i s  i n  1 8 5 6 .  A s  m e n t i o n e d  

e a r l i o r ,  M u s l i m s  a n d  n o n - M u s l i m s  were t o  b e  e q u a l  i n  m a t t e r s  

o f  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  a s  wel l  a s  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e ,  

i n  t a x a t i o n ,  i n  a d m i s s i o n  t o  c i v i l  a n d  m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l s ,  i n  

p u b l i c  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  i n  s o c i a l  r e s p e c t .  f i n  t h e  p r e a m b l e  o f  

t h e  Ha t t - i  Humayun -- o f  1 8 5 6 ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  p a t r i o t i s m  a s  t h e  

b o n d  among a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  w a s  e m p h a s i z e d  m o r e  

v i g o r o u s l y d  I t  a l s o  a s s u r e d  t h a t  p r o v i n c i a l  a n d  communa l  

C o u n c i l s  were t o  b e  r e c o n s t i t u t e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  f a i r  c h o i c e  o f  

m u s l i m  a n d  n o n - m u s l i m  d e l e g a t e s  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e m  t h e  f r e e -  

dom o f  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  c o u n c i l s .  A S u p r e m e  C o u n c i l  o f  J u d i c i a l  

O r d i n a n c e s  was t o  i n c l u d e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  n o n - M u s l i m  

mi l l e t s*  a r i d  t h e  m i l l e t  s t r u c t u r e  i t s e l f  was t o  b e  r e c a s t ,  s o  

t h a t  t h e  l a y  c l e r g y  a l s o  w o u l d  h a v e  a say  i n  t h e  w o r k i n g  o f  i t s  

a f f a i r s .  6~ b i g g e s t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  e d i c t  o f  1 8 5 6  a n d  

1839 was t h a t ,  i n  t h e  f o r m e r  i n s t a n c e ,  i t  d i d  n o t  s p a r e  a word  

o n  t h e  s a c r e d  law, t h e  K o r a n ,  o r  t h e  a n c i e n t  laws a n d  g l o r i e s  

1 0 .  I b i d . ,  p p ,  1 6 2 ,  1 6 3 .  

* I n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  t h o  w o r d  " m i l l e t "  d e n o t e d  t h e  
v a r i o u s  o r g a n i z e d  a n d  l e q a l l y  r e c o g n i z a d  r e l i g i o u s  
c o m m u n i t i e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  G r e e k  C h r i s t i a n s ,  t h e  A r m e n i a n  
C h r i s t i : : n s ,  t h e  Jews a n d  o t h e r s .  M u s l i m s  t o o  b e l o n g e d  
t o  a m i l l e t .  



o f  t h e  Cmpi ro  a n d  t o  t h a t  e x t e n t  t h e  e n t i r e  d e c r e e  l o o k e d  ahead 

Rnd n o t  backua rds .1  

U n d o u b t e d l y  many o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  r e f o r m s  o f  t h e  Tanz ima t  

n e v e r  succeeded  i n  s e e i n g  t h e  l i g h t  o f  day. A c c o r d i n g  t o  one  

h i s t o r i a n  " t h e  Tanz ima t  s t o p p e d  a t  t h e  d o o r s t e p  o f  t h e  S u b l i m e  

P o r t s .  "11 Such s t a t e  men ts  a r e  i n d e e d  f a l l a c i o u s  and  more 

r e c e n t  s c h o l a r s h i p  h a s  r e v e a l e d  some o f  t h e  l a s t i n g  f e a t u r e s  

o f  t h e  1826-1376 r e f o r m s .  To q u o t e  a n  e m i n e n t  Tanz i rnat  h i s t o r i a n ,  

R o d e r i c  D a v i s o n  r 

"Though l i k e  a l l  g o v e r n m c n t s  t h e  P o r t e  was more 
s u c c a s s f u l  i n  m a k i n g  p l a n s  t h a n  i n  p u t t i n g  them 
i n t o  e f f e c t ,  s o m e t h i n g  h e d  been a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  was a l i t t l e  more e f f i c i e n t .  The 
o r g a n s  b o t h  o f  c e n t r a l  and  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n -  
ment  we re  b e t t e r  a d a p t e d  t o  t h e  demands o f  t h e  
age ,  t h o u g h  good  men t o  f i l l  t h e  o f f i c e s  were 
s t i l l  i n  s h o r t  s u p p l y .  J u s t i c e  was a  l i t t l e  
b e t t e r .  The w e s t e r n i z e d  codes  were  e n f o r c e d  i n  
p a r t .  Where i n  1839  t h e  emphas is  was p r i m a r i l y  
on  s e c u r i t y  o f  l i f e  and  p r o p e r t y ,  e n o u ~ h  had  been 
a c h i e v e d  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  so  t h a t  b y  1876 t h e  
emphas i s  was on e q u a l i t y .  The e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m  
was imp roved .  An a c t i v e  p r e s s  h a d  developed, 
p a r t l y  w i t h  gove rnmen t  encouragement  a n d  p a r t l y  
d e s p i t e  govornrnent .  The non -Mus l im  m i l l e t s  w s r e  
b e t t e r  a d m i n i s t e r e d  d e s p i t e  t h e  many f l a w s  s t i l l  
p r e s e n t .  The r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  p r i n c i p l e  h a d  become 
e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  government, b o t h  l o c a l  a n d  n a t i o n a l ,  
The C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1876 - d e v e l o p i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  
T a n z i m a t  d e c r e e s  s i n c e  1839,  t h e  v i l a y e t  a n d  m i l l e t  
r e f o r m s ,  a n d  t h e  New Ot toman Program - was t h e  
c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f o r m  movements. G i v e n  t h e  
temper  o f  t h o  t i m e s ,  a n d  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  r e s i s t a n c e  
t o  chanqe,  t h o  a c h i e v e m e n t  was c o n s i d e r a b l e .  I t  b y  
n o  means measured  up  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  s e t  by  t h e  

Lew is ,  G e o f f r e y ,  Turkey ,  New York,  1965,  p .  38.  



r e f o r m  d e c r e e s  themselves, b u t  p e r h a p s  t h i s  i s  
a f a l s e  s t a n d a r d .  I t  is a s  f a i r  o r  a s  u n f a i r  
t o  c o m p a r e  Ot toman  p e r f o r m a n c e  t o  p r o m i s e  a s  
i t  i s  t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  e l e c t e d  
w e s t e r n  governmnn ts  t o  t h e i r  c a m p a i g n  p l a t f o r m s ,  
The i m p o r t a n t  f a c t  is t h a t  t h e  t o n o  o f  p u b l i c  
l i f e  h a d  by 1 8 7 6  c h a n g e d  p e r c e p t i b l y .  The 
Ot toman E m p i r e  was  now i r r e v o c a b l y  c o m m i t t e d  t o  
t h e  p a t h  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n  a n d  w e s t e r n i z a t i o n ,  
Some p r o g r e s s  h a d  b e e n  made,  The c r e e p i n g  f a c t  
was  m o r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a n  t h e  s w e e p i n g  p r o m i s e .  1, 12 

6' 
\ I t  was w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t  t h a t  t h e  

f i r s t  c r i t i c i sms  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s t a r t e d  a p p e a r i n g  i n  T u r k e y .  

They f o u n d  g u a r d e d  e x p r e s s i o n s  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  l i t e r a r y  

j o u r n a l s  o f  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s .  g u i d e d  a n d  i n s p i r e d  by p r o m i n e n t  

members  o f  t h e  f i r s t  wave o f  d i s s e n t e r s  ( y o u n g  o t t o m a n s )  s u c h  
w 

as Z i y a  Bey a n d  Namik Korna1.j 11n t h e i r  a t t e m p t s  a t  r e f o r m ,  t h e  

Young O t t o m a n s  came i n t o  f r e q u e n t  c o n f l i c t  w i k h  t h e  e n t r e n c h e d  

b u r e a u c r a c y .  f i n a l l y ,  u n a b l e  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y  o f  

t h e  merits o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  t h e y  f o u n d  n o  r e c o u r s e  

o t h e r  t h a n  t o  s e e k  s a n c t u a r y  i n  E u r o p e a n  c a p i t a l s d  I n  E u r o p e  

t h e y  f o u n d e d  two  i n f l u e n t i a l  n e w s p a p e r s ,  N u h b i r  ( ~ n f o r n e r )  a n d  

H u r r i y e t  go reed om), w h i c h  became  p o p u l a r  among t h e  i n t e l l i -  

g e n t s i a  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  D u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  t h e y  s p e n t  a b r o a d  

f r o m  1 8 6 7 - 1 0 7 1 ,  t h e i r s  became  t h e  o n l y  v o i c e  o f  o p e n  d i s s e n t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h o  E m p i r e .  I t  is t r u e  t h a t  t h e s e  

c l a n d e s t i n e  p u b l i c a t i o n s  dreu o n l y  a  l i m i t e d  a u d i e n c e ,  b e c a u s e  

1 2  Dav ison ,  R o d o r i c ,  Reform i n  t h e  Ot toman  E m p i r e ,  1856-  
1 8 7 6 ,  P r i n c a t o n ,  1963 ,  p p ,  406,  407 .  - 



o f  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  low e d u c a t i o n a l  l e v e l s  a n d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

o f  s m u g g l i n g  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  i n t o  t h o  c o u n t r y ;  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  

h a d  a n  i m p a c t  on  v a r i o u s  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  

h e  y e a r s  b e t w e e n  1 8 7 1  a n d  1 8 7 5  were p l a g u e d  by e c o n o m i c  

d i s a s t e r s  among l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  The E m p i r e  

p a s s e d  t h r o u g h  a s e r i e s  o f  d r o u g h t s ,  c r o p  f a i l u r e s  a n d  o t h e r  

n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s .  The c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  p e a s a n t  w a s  

u s u a l l y  w o r s e  t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  B a l k a n  C h r i s t i a n  p e a s a n t .  T h i s  

was i n c r e a s e d  by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s '  p o l i c y  o f  c o n s c r i p t i n g  h a l f -  

s t a r v e d  A n a t o l i a n  p e a s a n t r y  t o  k e e p  t h e  B a l k a n  r e b e l s  i n  c h e c k .  

To a d d  i n s u l t  t o  i n j u r y ,  S u l t a n  A b d u l a z i z  a n d  h i s  m i n i s t e r s  

b o r r o w e d  a n d  s p e n t  money r e c k l e s s l y  a n d ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  

t h e  f i n a n c e s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  b r o k e  down w i t h  c a t a s t r o p h i c  e f f e c t s  

on h e r  c r e d i t  r a t i n g  i n  E u r o p e .  S l o w l y  i t  b e g a n  t o  dawn 

on a g o o d  number  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  g o  on  f o r -  

e v e r  i n  s u c h  a  d i s o r d e r l y  f a s h i o n .  With  C h r i s t i a n  r e v o l t s  i n  

t h e  B a l k a n s ,  E u r o p e a n  d i p l o m a t i c  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  g e n e r a l  

e c o n o m i c  c h a o s ,  by  mid-1876 ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  g r o u p s  i n  

t h e  E m p i r e  h a d  come t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  g e t t i n g  r i d  

of  S u l t a n  A b d u l a z i z .  The d i v e r g e n t  g r o u p s  i n c l u d e d  c i v i l  

o f f i c i a l s ,  m i l i t a r y  l e a d e r s  a n d  e v e n  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

u l e m a .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e i r  c o m b i n e d  e f f o r t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c o u  -4.l 

13 D s v r r e u x ,  R o b e r t ,  The f i r s t  Ot toman C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  P e r i o d  r 
A S t u d y  o f  t h e  N i d h o t  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  P a r l i a m e n t ,  
B a l t i m o r e ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  25.  



L e e / t a t  o f  flay 30, 187G. The backbone o f  t h e  who le  s t r u g g l e  

was M i d h a t  Pasha, an  i m p o r t a n t  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  and s ta tesman  

o f  t h e  T ~ n z i m a t  era.  A b d u l a z i z  was succeeded b y  f lu rad  V,  who 

was c o n s i d e r e d  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s t  and, hence, f a v o u r e d  by 

t h e  l i b e r a l s ,  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  a  s e r i e s  o f  m i s f o r t u n e s  o c c u r r e d  

i n  t h e  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  and f i n a l l y  h e  had t o  be  

p r o c l n i m e d  mad and deposed.14/ - A i d h a t  and h i s  f r i e n d s  approached 

f l u r a d e s  younger  b ro the r ,  Abdulhamid,and t h e  l a t t e r  p r o m i s e d  them 

t h a t  h e  w o u l d  p r o m u l g a t e  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h o u t  d e l a y  and t h a t  

h e  w o u l d  c o n s u l t  h i s  a d v i s e r s  b e f o r e  t a k i n g  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a c t i o n .  

Abdulhamid a l s o  p r o m i s e d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  a p p o i n t  a s  p a l a c e  sec re -  

t a r i e s  i n d i v i d u a l s . s u c h  a s  Z i y a  Bey a n d  Namik Kemal i n  o r d e r  t o  

P r o t e c t  l i b e r a l  i n t e r e s t s  f rom p a l a c e  i n t r i g u e s .  15 

I t  is n o t  p o s s i b l e ,  i n  t h i s  s h o r t  c h a p t e r ,  t o  go i n t o  t h e  

d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  movement i n  Turkey .  S u f f i c e  

i t  t o  say  t h a t ,  f imrnediate ly  a f t e r  h i s  accession t o  t h e  t h r o n e  i n  

August  1876, t h e  S u l t a n  s t a r t e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  an  i n d e p e n d e n t  

frame o f  mind. W i t h  u t t e r  d i s r e g a r d  o f  h i s  e a r l i e r  p r o m i s e s  t o  

m i d h a t  Pashs, h e  a p p o i n t e d  h i s  own men t o  p a l a c e  p o s i t i o n s ,  t h u s  

c o n v e n i e n t l y  l e a v i n g  o u t  Z iya ,  Namik and  o t h e r  l i b e r a l s ,  When h e  

P r o c l a i m e d  t h e  - Hat,  announc ing  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ,  -. I 

14 , Lewis,Emerqence, pp. 158, 159. 

15. Devereaux, p. 42. 



- 
, o n  S e p t e m b e r  1 0 ,  1 0 7 6 ,  A b d u l h a m i d  r e d u c e d  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p r o g r a m m e s  

o f  M i d h a t  t o  g e n e r a l  i t i e s .  l6 I n s t e a d  o f  c l a r i f y i n g  t h e  l i s s u n s  

o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m ,  h e  t a l k e d  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  o b s e r v i n g  

t h e  r e l i g i o u s  l a w .  A l s o ,  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  h i s  r e i g n ,  t h e  

S u l t a n  d i d  h i s  b e s t  t o  u n d e r m i n e  M i d h a t ' s  p o s i t i o n .  He was  

a m p l y  r e w a r d e d  i n  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  a g a i n s t  M i d h a t  by  t h e  i n v e t e r -  

a t e  a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  p o l i c i e s  by  b o t h  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  

a n d  l i b e r a l  f a c t i o n s .  T h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s  d i s l i k e d  M i d h a t ' s  

r e f o r m i s t  t e n d e n c i e s  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  l e d  by Namik Kemal a n d  
* 

Z i y a  Bey f o u n d  h i s  m e a s u r e s  e n t i r e l y  i n a d e q u a t e .  T h e  c o n -  

s t i t u t i o n  w a s  o f f i c i a l l y  p r o c l a i m e d  o n  D e c e m b e r  2 3 ,  1 8 7 6  a n d  

t h o  S u l t a n ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  h a t r e d ,  a p p o i n t e d  M i d h a t  P a s h a  a s  t h e  

new G r a n d  V iz i e r .  The  a p p o i n t m e n t  w a s  c o n v e n i e n t l y  t i m e d  t o  

C o i n c i d e  w i t h  a n  a m b a s s a d o r ' s  c o n f e r e n c e  t o  b e  c o n v e n e d  i n  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l o  t o  d i s c u s s  t h o  c r i s i s  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s  a n d ,  s i n c e  

M i d h a t ' s  p r e s t i g e  w a s  v e r y  h i g h  i n  E u r o p e ,  t h r o u g h  t h i s  new 

a r r a n g e m e n t ,  A b d u l h a m i d  h o p e d  t o  c r e a t e  a g o o d  i m p r e s s i o n  among 

t h e  p o w e r s 3  The  c o n f e r e n c e  l a s t e d  t ill  t h e  e n d  o f  J a n u a r y  a n d ,  

o n  F e b r u a r y  5 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  M i d h a t  was f i r e d  a s  t h e  G r a n d  Viz ie r .  H i s  

1 6 .  M i d h a t ,  A l i  H a y d a r .  Tho L i f e  o f  M i d h a t  P a s h a ,  L o n d o n ,  
1 9 0 3 ,  pp .  1 0 6 - 1 1 2 .  

Y I n  h i s  e a g e r n e s s  t o  o b t a i n  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a t  a n y  c o s t ,  
M i d h a t  h a d  c o n c e d e d  a  l o t  t o  t h e  S u l t a n .  Ar t i c l e  4 o f  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  f o r  o n e  t h i n g ,  h a d  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  
S u l t a n  was n o t  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  a c t i o n s  t o  t h o  p a r l i a -  
m e n t .  T h i s  i n  e f f e c t  m e a n t  t h a t  h e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t o  a b i d e  
by  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  A l s o ,  t h e r e  w a s  a p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  ( / A r t i c l e  1 1 3 )  t h a t  a n y o n e  d e e m e d  d a n g e r o u s  
by t h o  p o l i c e  c o u l d  be  o x i l e d  and t h e  S u l t a n  was g i v e n  
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t .  
S e e  D a v o r o u x ,  Tho F i r s t  O t t o m a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  P e r i o d ,  
p p .  65-66. 



term i n  o f f i c e  l a s t e d  s l i g h t l y  o v e r  a m o n t h .  In  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  

a n u m b e r  o f  M i d h a t ' s  l i b e r a l  opponents f o u n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  

e x i l e  i n  r e m o t e  p a r t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  

Tho C o n s t i t u t i o n  i t s e l f  l a s t e d  s l i g h t l y  l o n g e r .  The 

f i r s t  O t t o m a n  P a r l i a m e n t  met o n  March  1 9 ,  1 8 7 7  a n d  i t  c o n -  

s t i t u t e d  s s e n a t e  o f  t w s n t y - f i v e  n o m i n a t e d  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  a 

c h a m b e r  o f  1 2 0  " e l e c t e d "  d e p u t i e s .  The d e p u t i e s  were e l e c t e d  

u n d e r  o f f i c i a l  p r e s s u r e  a n d  by  p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  were i n  c o n f l i c t  
* 

w i t h  t h e  new C o n s t i t u t i o n .  Yet, i t  g a v e  t h e  p u p p e t  p a r l i a m e n t  

a v e n e e r  o f  l e g a l i t y  a n d  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t .  A b d u l h a m i d  b i d e d  

h i s  t ime, w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  o p p o r t u n e  momen t ,  t o  d i s s o l v e  

p a r l i a m e n t ,  The  S u l t a n ' s  t a s k  was made  e a s i e r  by t h e  R u s s i a n  

war, w h i c h  h a d  b e g u n  i n  A p r i l  1877 a n d  e n d e d  w i t h  t h e  a r m i s t i c e  

o f  31 J a n u a r y ,  1878. He now f e l t  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  t o  move a g a i n s t  

h i s  d e t r a c t o r s .  On F e b r u a r y  13, 1 8 7 8 ,  A b d u l h a m i d  was p r o v i d e d  

W i t h  t h e  v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  h e  w a s  w a i t i n g  f o r ,  The  

d e p u t i e s  h a d  d e m a n d e d  t h a t  c e r t a i n  m i n i s t e r s  s h o u l d  p r e s e n t  

t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e  c h a m b e r  and d e f e n d  t h e  c h a r g e s  o f  c o r r u p t i o n  

a n d  i n c o m p e t e n c y  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e m ,  The  n e x t  

d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,  1878, e l e v e n  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  meet- 

i n g  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a s s e m b l y ,  A b d u l h a m i d  d i s s o l v e d  p a r l i a m e n t .  

W i t h  t h e  d i s m i s s a l  o f  M i d h a t  a n d  o t h e r  o p p o n e n t s  o f  h i s  r u l e ,  

t h e r e  was no o n e  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  t o  oppose t h e  S u l t a n ' s  a c t i o n s  d 
- - - -  -- -- 

* S e o  D e v e r e u x ,  C h a p t e r  VI. 



F h e  O t t o m a n  P a r l i a m e n t  d i d  n o t  m e o t  a g a i n  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h i r t y  

y e a r s .  Tho o r a  o f  H a m i d i a n  d o s p o t i s m  h a d  b e g u n  J 
cC 

!In c o n c l u s i o n ,  i t  c o u l d  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h o  intellectual 

s t i m u l u s  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  Young O t t o m a n 9  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  

b a c k i n g  o f  t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s  a n d  t h o  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  l e d  t o  t h e  

s h o r t - l i v e d  c o u p  d ' p t a t  a n d  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  E x p e r i m e n t  o f  1 8 7 6 -  

1 8 7 7 .  T h e  w e a k n e s s  o f  t h i s  f i r s t  wave  o f  d i s s e n t e r s  w a s  t h a t  

t h e y  b e l i e v e d  t h e  " p a r l i a m e n t a r y  m e c h a n i s m  w o u l d  e x p o r t  e a s i l y ,  

a n  e r r o r  w h i c h  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e i r  c o u n t r y  w a s  t o  

dl7 F n e t h e l o s s ,  i t  is  q u i t e  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  e x p o s e  m e r c i l e s s l y  

O t t o m a n  C o m m i t t e e  o f  U n i o n  a n d  P r o g r e s s  was n o t  t h e  f i r s t  g r o u p  

t o  d i r e c t  i t s e l f  a g a i n s t  t h e  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  r u l e  o f  t h e  S u l t a n .  

The " S e c r e t  s o c i e t y  h a d  r o o t s  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  p a s t  n o t  o n l y  i n  

t h e  vagur:; s e n s e  t h a t  i t  was c o n d i t i o n e d  by e a r l i e r  T u r k i s h  

h i s t o r y ,  b u t  i n  much m o r e  p r e c i s e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  i n c l u d e d  among 

i ts  r a n k s  men who h a d  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n  e a r l i e r  s t a g e  o f  

O t t o m a n  a c t i v i t y ,  t h a t  l t  r o c e i v e d  i t s  i m p e t u s  f r o m  s p e c i f i c  

S o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  s o t  i n  m o t i o n  o n e  g e n e r a t i o n  

e ? r l i e r ,  a n d  i t  a d o p t e d  a s  i t s  a n  i d e o l o g y  a l r e a d y  e l a b o r z t e d  

i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' ~ ~  "18 I 

1 7 .  C u n n i n g h a m ,  p .  63,  
/ 

l8[ m a r d i n ,  s e r i f .  L i b e r t a r i a n  m o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  
E m p i r e  1 8 7 0 - 1 0 9 5 ,  M i d d l e  Esst J o u r n q l ,  Volume 1 6 ,  
W ~ s h i n g t o n ,  0. C . ,  1 9 6 2 ,  p .  1 7 1 .  



/' 

( ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  P a r l i a m e n t ,  b e t w e e n  

1 8 7 8  a n d  1 8 8 9 ,  u n d e r  t h e  h e a v y  h a n d  o f  H a m i d i a n  d e s p o t i s m , l  a l l  

o p e n  d i s s e n t  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  came t o  a n  a b r u p t  s t o p .  On ly  t w o  

a t t e m p t s  o f  a n y  i m p o r t a n c e  o c c u r r e d  t o  u n d e r m i n e  ~ b d u l h a m i d ' s  

p o s i t i o n  a n d  t h e y  s u c c e e d e d  o n e  a n o t h e r  closely. I n  may,  1 8 7 8 ,  

A l i  S u a v i ,  o n e  time e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  

a t t e m p t e d  a n  u n s u c c e s s f u l  c o u p  a g t i n s t  A b d u l h a m i d  a n d  t h i s  was 

f o l l o w e d  w i t h i n  a f e w  m o n t h s  by  a c o n s p i r a c y  u n d e r  t h e  g u i d a n c e  

O f  a n  O t t o m a n  G r e e k  named C l e a n t h i  S c a l f e r i .  l9 B a t h  .ere 

a t t e m p t s  t o  b r i n g  b a c k  r n u r ~ d  V t o  t h e  t h r o n e .  M u r a d ,  a s  men- 

t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  u n l i k e  h i s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r  A b d u l h a m i d ,  was c o n -  

s i d e r e d  by  many T u r k i s h  l i b e r a l s  a s  t h e  o n l y  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  

E m p i r e  a n d  i t  was g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h e  was n o t  a v e r s e  t o  

t h e  i d e a  of  b e i n g  r e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

m o n s r c h A  The  S c a l i e r i  c o n s p i r a c y  t o  o u s t  t h e  S u l t a n  b r o u g h t  

i n t o  f o c u s  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  m a s o n i c  L o d g e s  u p o n  t h e  Young 

O t t o m a n s ,  s i n c e  t h e  G r e e k  was a master o f  P r o d o s  L o d g e  i n  

C ~ n s t a n t i n o ~ l s .  One o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  S c a l i e r i  i n t r i g u e  

was A l i  S e f k a t i  Rey ,  a f r i e n d  o f  Namik Kemal; A l i  S e f k a t i  a t  

t h i s  time w a s  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  I s t i k a l  a n d  a t  a f u t u r e  

d a t e  was t o  b e  much a d m i r e d  b y  t h e  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  

19 .  I b i d .  



M e d i c a l  Academy. The S c a r l i e r i  p l o t  w a s  u n c o v e r e d  a n d  A l i  

S e f k a t i  f l e d  t o  E u r o p e  f r o m  w h e r e  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p u b l i s h  h i s  

p a p e r  i n t a r m t t t e n t l y  a n d  c o p i e s  were o f t e n  s m u g g l e d  i n t o  T u r -  

key.  / T h e  i l l e g a l  n o u s p a p e r  was  a v i d l y  r e a d  by t h e  s t u d e n t s  

o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  ~ o l l e q e s . /  . -- 

6 n  1 8 0 9  a g r o u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  met a t  t h e  I m p e r i a l  M e d i c a l  

S c h o o l  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  o v e r - t h r o w i n q  

A b d u l h a m i d  a n d  t h i s  m a r k e d  t h e  n e x t  p h a s e  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  

a g a i n s t  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  d e s p o t i s d  The  m o v i n g  s p i r i t  b e h i n d  t h e  
* 

g r o u p  w a s  a n  A l b a n i a n  named I b r a h i m  Temo. Temo, w h i l e  o n  

v i s i t s  t o  R r i n d i s i  a n d  N a p l e s ,  seems t o  h a v e  a c q u i r e d  a c e r t a i n  

m e a s u r e  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  I t a l i a n  h i s t o r y  a n d  p o l i t i c s ,  a n d  

/' t h u s  g a i n e d  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  oP t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  C a r b o n a r i  l n  

I t a l i a n  u n i f i c a t i o n .  He t h e n  d e c i d e d  t o  s e t  u p  a  s i m i l a r  

s ec re t  s o c i e t y  i n  T u r k e y .  Fe f i r s t  Young T u r k  c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  

was  c o n s t i t u t e d  s o o n  a f t e r  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  T u r k e y  was  c a l l e d  

I1 P r o g r e s s  a n d  U n i o n "  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  m o r e  f a m i l i a r  " U n i o n  a n d  

P r o g r e s s v  o f  l a t e r  t imes ,  a n d  i t s  s i m i l a r i t y  t o  t h e  C a r b o n a r i  

"as e v i d e n t  f r o m  t h e  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  l i k e  t h e  C a r b o n -  

a r i  t h e  m e m b e r s  were known t o  e a c h  o t h e r  o n l y  a s  n u m e r i c a l  f r a c -  
- 9  

t i o n s ,  The i m p a c t  o f  t h e  movemen t  s o o n  s p r e a d  f r o m  t h e  M i l i t a r y  

Y A l s o  i n  t h o  g r o u p  w e r e  i n d i v i d u a l s  s u c h  a s  I s h a k  
S u k u t i ,  A b d u l l a h  J e v d o t ,  C h e r k e s  Mohmed, R s s h i d  
S h o r o f r j d d i n ,  a n d  o t h e r s .  A l l  o f  t h e m ,  i n  s u b s c q u s n t  
y e a r s ,  p l a y e d  i m p o r t a n t  r o l o s  i n  t h e  f i ~ h t  a q a i n s t  
t h o  S u l t a n .  F o r  R d e t ~ i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  o n  t h e s e  p o o p l e  
s e o  2eri.f M a r d i n ' s  G n n e s i s .  



M e d i c a l  S c h o o l  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t o  o t h a r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  s u c h  

a s  t h o  V e t e r i n a r y ,  Ar t i l l e ry  a n d  E n g i n e e r i n g  s c h o o l s  a s  we l l  

a s  t h e  N a v a l  Academy. 

G e r e  were many r s o s o n s  why t h e  d i s c o n t e n t  w i t h  Rbdu l  

Hamid 's  r u l e  s h o u l d  f i r s t  r e c e i v e  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

a c a d e m i e s ,  A t o l e r a b l y  a d e q u a t e  e d u c a t i o n  was p o s s i b l e  o n l y  i n  

t h e  m i l i t a r y  t y p e  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n , .  The o n l y  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  

s c h o o l s  t h a t  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  were t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  s e m i n -  

a r i e s  a n d  t h e s e  m e t e d  o u t  a v i g o r o u s  a n d  o n e - s i d e d  r e l i g i o u s  

e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  a  c o n s e r v a t i v e  o u t l o o k ,  m o r e o v e r ,  i n  t h e  Ot toman 

E m p i r e ,  t h e r e  w e r e  n o t  many c a r e e r s  o p e n  t o  men o f  u p p e r  c l a s s  

f a m i l i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  t o  j o i n  t h e  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  o r  m i l i t a r y  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  a r m y .  I t  is  a l s o  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  

t h e  s e c u l a r  a p p r o a c h  p u r s u e d  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  was 

l i k e l y  t o  p r o d u c e  r a d i c a l s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  u n l i k e  W e s t e r n  
% 

E u r o p e a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  e m e r g e d  

i c  One c o u l d  p e r h a p s  d r a w  a  p a r a l l e l  b e t w e  t h e  Ot toman  
E m p i r e  a n d  I m p e r i a l  R u s s i a  up t o  1 8 2 5 .  i" U n t i l  1 8 2 5  m o s t  
o f  t h e  e d u c a t e d  p e o p l e  i n  R u s s i a  came f r o m  t h e  v a r i o u s  
m i l i t a r y  e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  m a i n t a i n e d  by t h e  
S t a t e  t o  t r a i n  f u t u r e  o f f i c e r s  f r o m  t h e  g e n t r y ,  b u t  i t  
came t o  a n  e n d  w i t h  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  D e c e m b r i s t  u p r i s i n g  
a g a i n s t  T s a r i s t  a u t o c r a c y .  From t h a t  p o i n t  o n  t h e  f o r w a r d  
l o o k i n g  e l e m e n t s  i n  R u s s i a n  s o c i e t y  c e a s e d  t o  d e v e l o p  f r o m  
t h e  m i l i t a r y .  I n  f a c t ,  a f t e r  1 8 2 5  t h e  m i l i t a r y  came t o  
r e p r e s e n t  a l l  t h a t  was e v i l  a n d  r e a c t i o n a r y  i n  R u s s i a n  
s o c i e t y .  The o u t c o m e  o f  t h i s  i n  R u s s i a  was t h e  g r a d u a l  
g r o w t h  o f  a n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  c l a s s  t h a t  was  t o  l ~ a d  t h e  
c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  u p h e a v a l s  o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  
i n  T u r k e y ,  i t  was  t h e  m i l i t a r y  t h a t  becamo t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  
o f  t h e  r o v o l u t i o n  i n  a n d  a f t e r  1908_1_( 



k o m  t h e s e  t w i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  t h e  Army a n d  t h e  C i v i l  S e r v i c o . 1  -.' 
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  A b d u l l n h  J e v d e t ,  a  p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  M i l i t a r y  M e d i c a l  

S c h o o l ,  t h o u q h  a d o c t o r  by  p r o f e s s i o n ,  t r a n s l a t e d  w o r k s  f r o m  

F r e n c h ,  I t a l i a n ,  E n g l i s h ,  German a n d  P e r s i a r i  i n t o  T u r k i s h .  

I;; was i r o n i c  t h a t  t h i s  r e l a t i v e  l a x i t y  o f  c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  

m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l s  made  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  l i n k  i n  

t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  H a m i d i a n  d e s p o t i s m d  T h i s  c r e a t e d  s e r i o u s  

P r o b l e m s  f o r  A b d u l h a m i d .  On t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  h e  w a s  n o t  a v e r s e  t o  

t h e  i d e a  o f  h a v i n g  a w e l l - t r a i n e d  a n d  w a l l - e d u c a t e d  o f f i c e r -  

c l a s s ,  b u t  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  h e  o b v i o u s l y  d i d  n o t  f a v o u r  f o s t e r -  

i n g  a  r a d i c a l  e l e m e n t  t h a t  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  v e r y  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  

e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m .  A b d u l h a m i d  t r i e d  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  d i l e m m a  by 

i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  a n d  w e a k e n i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  b u t ,  

i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  s u c h  m e t h o d s  o n l y  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  v e x a t i o n  

o f  h i s  officers, G i v e n  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  t o  p r e s e r v e  

h i s  Empire  by  t h e  m o s t  m o d e r n  W e s t e r n  m e t h o d s  o f  m i l i t a r y  a n d  

t e c h n i c a l  e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  a t  t h e  same time h i s  g r e a t  r e l u c t a n c e  

t o  p e r m i t  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  t o  a f f e c t  a n y  o t h e r  f e a t u r e  o f  O t t o m a n  

l i f e ,  i t  is  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  h e  b e c a m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  s u c h  c o n t r a -  

d i c t i o n s ~  

fill t h e  y o u n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s ,  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  w a v e  i n  

m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l s ,  w e r e  a v i d  r e a d e r s  o f  t h e  w o r k s  o f  Narnik K e m a l ,  

I b r a h i m  S i n a s i ,  Z i y a  Bey a n d  o t h e r  Young O t t o m a n s  o f  t h e  p r o v i o u s  

9 e n o r a t i o n .  20  They o f t e n  met i n  s e c r e t  g r o u p s  t o  d i s c u s s  t he_ (  

20, R a m s a u r ,  E r n e s t ,  The Younq T u r k s :  Prelude. t o  t h o  
R ~ u n l u t i o n  o f  190fl ,  P r i r i c t ? t o n ,  1 9 5 7 ,  p .  1 9 ,  

- 



r w o r k s  o f  t h a i r  a u q u s t  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  I n  1 8 9 2 .  Abdu lhamid  g o t  

w i n d  o f  t h e  i n t r i g u e s  t h a t  w e r e  b e i n g  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  h i q  

a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l s  a n d  h e  r e a c t e d  t o  i t  s h a r p l y .  

After i n i t i a l  a r r e s t s  a n d  q u e s t i o n i n g  o f  a number  o f  p e r s o n s ,  

t h e  S u l t a n  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  come t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  

t h r e a t  was n o t  o f  a s e r i o u s  n a t u r e .  The v e r y  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  

were n o  m a s s  e x p u l s i o n s  f r o m  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t e n d s  t o  s u p -  

p o r t  t h i s  c o n t e n t i o n .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a f t e r  g i v i n g  v e n t  t o  h i s  

i n i t i a l  w r a t h ,  t h r o u g h  a  number  o f  a r r e s t s  a n d  e x p u l s i o n s ,  

A b d u l h a m i d  l e f t  m a t t e r s  much a s  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  b e f o r e ,  U n f o r -  

t u n a t e l y ,  f o r  t h e  S u l t a n ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  k e p t  or1 g r o w i n g ,  F o r  a 

w h i l e ,  a f t e r  t h i s  a f f a i r ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  r e s t r i c t e d  i ts a c t i v i t i e s  

t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s c h o o l s  w i t h i n  t h e  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a r e a .  Even 

h e r e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  was  c a u t i o u s  a s  t h e y  were n o t  c o n f i d e n t  o f  
Y 

w i n n i n g  o v e r  t h e  S o f t a s  a n d  o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  e l e m e n t s  t o  t h e i r  

way o f  t h i n k i n g d  
r, 

( B y  1 8 9 4 ,  t h e  o l d e r  o l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  g r o u p  were a g a i n  

Coming u n d e r  i n c r e a s i n g  s u s p i c i o n  a n d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  e s c a p e  f rom 

A b d u l h a m i d ' s  s p i e s ,  t h e y  b e g a n  t o  r emove  t h e m s e l v e s  f r o m  Con- 

s t a n t i n o p l e  t o  E u r o p e .  T h i s  s l o w  b u t  c o n s t a n t  t r i c k l e  i n  t h e  

ma in  f o u n d  r e f u g e  i n  P a r i s ,  w h e r e ,  e v e r  s i n c e  t h e  p r o r o g a t i o n  

o f  p a r l i a m e n t  i n  1 8 7 7 ,  a  c o l o n y  o f  l i b e r a l  T u r k s  h a d  e s t a b l i s h e d  

t h e m s e l v e s .  Tha l e a d e r s  o f  t h i s  c o l o n y  were H a l i l  Ganem, a  

S y r i a n  C h r i s t i a n  f r o m  R e i r u t ,  a n d  Ahrned R i z a ,  t h e  m o s t  d u r a b l e  

o f  a l l  Younq T u r k s  i n  f u r o p d  H a l i l  Ganam was a  d e l e g a t e  f r o m  

* Sen  G l o s s a r y .  



S y r i a  t o  t h e  f i r s t  O t t o m a n  p a r l i a m e n t  a n d  h a d  b o o n  i n v o l v e d  i n  

v a r i o u s  j o u r n a l i s t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  f r o m  t h e  t i m e  h e  f l e d  T u r k e y  

4+ 
f 'or E u r o p e .  Ahmed R i z a ,  t h e  f u t u r e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  

N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  i n  1 9 0 8 ,  h a d  l e f t  t h e  E m p i r e  i n  1 8 8 9 ,  p r i o r  

t o  w h i c h ,  h e  h a d  s e r v e d  i n  t h o  c a p a c i t y  o f  D i r e c t o r  o f  P u b l i c  

I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  V i l a y e t  o f  B u r s a ,  P u r p o r t e d l y  t h e  s o n  o f  

a n  A u s t r i a n  o r  H u n g a r i a n  m o t h e r  a n d  a T u r k i s h  f a t h e r ,  h e  w a s  

e d u c a t e d  i n  F r a n c e  a n d  h e  s p o k e  a n d  w r o t e  F r e n c h  t o  p e r f e c t i o n .  

He w a s  a s i n c e r e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  h i s  h o n e s t y  a n d  s i n g l e - m i n d e d  

d e v o t i o n  t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  c a u s e  made h i m  i n t r a n s i g e n t  i n  many 

o f  h i s  v i e w s  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h e  w a s  n e v e r  p o p u l a r  i n  t h e  
d' 

c i r c l e s  t h a t  h e  f r e q u e n t e d . "  l D e s p i t e  t h e  s e e d s  o f  r e v o l t  t h a t  

w e r e  b o i n g  sown i n  m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l s ,  t h e r e  was  a c o n s p f c u o u s  

a b s e n c e  o f  Army o f f i c e r s  among t h e  s e c o n d  wave  o f  r e f u g e e s  t o  

E u r o p e a n  c a p i t a l s .  The  d i s c o n t e n t e d  o f f i c e r s ,  u n l i k e  t h e  

c i v i l i a n s ,  i n  m o s t  cases ,  e d a p t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

r e a l i t i e s  a n d  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  s t o i c i s m ,  p e r h a p s ,  e n a b l e d  t h e  

f o r m e r  t o  a c c e p t  m a t t e r s  w i t h  m o r e  r e s i l i e n c e  3 

* He f l e d  T u r k e y  i n  1 8 7 8  a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  p e r i o d  
h e  f o u n d e d  a j o u r n a l  La J e u n e  T u r q u i e  i n  P a r i s ,  a n d ,  
p r e v i o u s  t o  t h i s ,  h e  h a d  a l s o  p u b l i s h e d  a n e w s p a p e r  f r o m  
G e n e v a  c a l l e d  The C r e s c e n t .  He \:Ins a l s o  a c o n t r i b u t o r  
t o  v a r i o u s  E u r o p e a n  j o u r n a l s .  Due t o  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l -  
t i e s ,  b o t h  n e w s p a p e r s  e v e n t u a l l y  f a i l e d .  

S e e  L o w i s ,  E m o r q e n c e ,  p .  1 9 3 .  

2 1 .  I b i d . ,  pp .  2 2 ,  2 3 .  



I n  1 8 9 5 ,  i n  c o n  j u n c t i o n  w i t h  H a l i l  Ganem a n d  c e r t o i n  

o t h e r  e x i l e s ,  Ahmed R i z a  b e c a m e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i s h i n g  o f  

a b i - m o n t h l y  n e w s p a p e r  c a l l e d  M e c h v e r e t .  22 h e  m e c h v e r e t  i n  

s u b s e q u e n t  y e a r s ,  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  o r g a n  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  

U n i o n  a n d  P r o g r e s s ,  b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  t h e  p r i v a t e  d o m a i n  o f  

Ahmed ~ i z d  A l s o ,  R i z a e s  a d h e r e n c e  t o  t h e  P o s i t i v i s t  p h i l o s o p h y  

o f  A u q u s t e  Comte  a l i e n a t e d  h im f r o m  m o s t  o f  h i s  m o r e  t r a d i t i o n -  

a l l y - m i n d e d  c o l l a b o r a t o r s .  U n l i k e  R i z a ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  l o n g  

e x p o s u r e  t o  1 9 t h  C e n t u r y  E u r o p e a n  l i f e ,  m o s t  o f  h i s  f e l l o w  

;mipr6s were u n a b l e  t o  b r e a k  w i t h  t h e i r  c u l t u r a l  p a s t  a n d  w h o l e -  

h e a r t e d l y  e n d o r s e  t h e  r a t i o n a l  p o s i t i v i s t  i d e a l i s m  t h e n  c u r r e n t  

t o  o p e n  w i d e r  i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  y e a r s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  i n i t i a l l y  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  h a d  a s e m b l a n c e  o f  u n a n i m i t y  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e y  a g r e e d  

on t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  " 0 t t o m a n i z i n g "  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  

E m p i r e ,  
/ / 

1 t h e  emigre:: w e r e  a c t i v o  i n  E u r o p e  t h e  movement  was  

n o t  i d l e  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  C o n s p i r a t o r s  w e r e  a c t i v e  a n d  t h e y  

w e r e  b u s y  r e c r u i t i n g  members  f o r  t h e  movemen t .  ~ i t h  t h e  s l o u  

c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  M e c h v e r e t  i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  i t  was b e c o m i n g  

o b v i o u s  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  a s o c i e t y  o f  s o m e  s o r t  i n  t h e  

c a p i t a l  was s t i l l  c o n s p i r i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e g i m d  D u r i n g  t h e  

Sama p e r i o d ,  1895-96, Nurad Eey ,  a t e a c h e r  a t  t h e  C i v i l  C o l l e y e ,  



t o o k  i t  upon h i m s e l f  t o  w r i t e  t o  t h e  S u l t a n  n o t i f y i n g  h i m  o f  

a s e r i e s  o f  r e f o r m s  t h a t  he  c o n s i d e r e d  necessa ry  f o r  t h e  
I 

s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  Empi re ,  and, no  sooner  had h e  done so, t h a n  he  

r m o v e d  h i m s e l f  t o  Egyp t ,  t h u s  p u t t i n g  a s a f e  d i s t a n c e  be tween 

h i m s e l f  and t h e  S u l t a n .  *' I n  Egyp t  he  f o u n d  a n  an t i -Harn id ian  

* 
newspaper f l izan.  A t t e m p t s  t o  merge t h e  two p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  N i t a n  

and Mechvere t ,  a s  a  u n i t e d  f r o n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  G ~ v e r n m e n t ~ f a i l e d  

because o f  Ahmed R i z a e s  i n t r a n s i g e n c e .  D i s t a n c e  a l s o  h i n d e r e d  

t h e  merger  as P a r i s  was t o o  f a r  away from Egyp t .  R i z a  i n s i s t e d  

on  u s i n g  t h e  t e r m  "Order  and P r o g r e s s n  i n s t e a d  o f  "Un ion  and 

P r o g r e s s W  f o r  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  a s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  h i s  t h e o r y  o f  

O r d e r l y  p r o g r e s s .  Though a  m i n o r  p o i n t ,  t h e  two f a c t i o n s  were 

u n a b l e  t o  agree.  H i s  e s p o u s a l  o f  t h e  cause o f  P o s i t i v i s t  t h i n k -  

i n g  l a i d  R i z a  open t o  a t t a c k s  o f  a t h e i s m  and  t h i s  f u r t h e r  

d i m i n i s h e d  h i s  esteem i n  t h e  eyes  o f  t h e  Mizan group.  They - 
c o r r e c t l y  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o p a g a t i o n  o f  such i d e a s  wou ld  o n l y  

expose them t o  a  government  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k  w i t h  c h a r g e s  o f  

8 the i sm.  I n  a p r o f o u n d l y  r e l i g i o u s  s o c i e t y  such  a s  t h e  Ottoman 

Empire,  c h a r g e s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  w o u l d  be e f f e c t i v e  and  damaging. 

23. Lewis ,  Emerqence, p.  194, 

* The Mizan was a l r e a d y  b e i n g  e d i t e d  Prom C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  
b e f o r e  Murad 's  s e l f - i n f l i c t e d  e x i l e .  Murad had  a l s o  
w r i t t e n  a  s i x - v o l u m e  Genera l  H i s t o r y  a s  w e l l  a s  a  one- 
vo lume Ottoman H i s t o r y .  Murad 's  o r i g i n s  were i n t e r e s t -  
i n g  i n s o f a r  a s  he was n o t  a Turk.  He h a i l e d  f r o m  t h e  
moun ta inous  Daghestan, t h e  l a n d  o f  t h e  famous Shami l ,  
a n d  h e  p r o b a b l y  l e f t  t h e  Caucasus f o r  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  
due t o  t h e  r e p r e s s i v e  p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  T s a r i s t  government  
i n  t h e  a roa .  
See Rernsaur, pp. 27, 28. 



U n a b l e  t o  p a t c h  u p  t h o  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  t h e  Miznn c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  

p u b l i s h e d  f r o m  E g y p t  a n d  N e c h v o r e t  f r o m  P a r i s  a s  i n d e p e n d e n t  

n e w s p a p e r s .  

by t h e  f a l l  o f  1 8 9 6  m o s t  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  Young T u r k s  h a d  

c o n v e r g e d  o n  Geneva  o r  P a r i s  a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  Murad  i n  

P a r i s  i n  1896, t h e  e n t i r e  o p s r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  A b d u l h a m i d  came  t o  

t a k e  i ts  d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  c o n t i n e n t  o f  E u r o p e .  I n d i v i d u a l s  

l i k e  I b r a h i m  Temo, I s h a k  S u k u t i  a n d  o t h e r s  were a l s o  a r r i v i n g  

i n  P a r i s  a n d  Geneva .  Murad  Bey h a d  b e e n  a s k e d  b y  t h e  Young Turk  

C o m m i t t e e  t o  l e a v e  E g y p t  a s  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  was b e c o m i n g  

r e s t i v e  a b o u t  h i s  a c t i v i t i e s .  No s o o n e r  h a d  h e  a r r i v e d  i n  

P a r i s ,  t h a n  N u r a d  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o o k  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a n t i - R i z a  

f a c t i o n a S 4  Riza a g r e e d  w i t h  Murad  i n s o f a r  a s  h e  d e e m e d  i t  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  O t t o m a n i z e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  h e  a l s o  a g r e e d  o n  

t h e  g o a l  o f  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

1875, b u t  d i s a g r e e d  o n  tac t icJz5 F o r  I n s t a n c e ,  u n l i k e  N u r a d ,  

h e  a b h o r r e d  t h e  u s e  o f  v i o l e n c e  i n  a c c o m p l d s h i n g  t h e  r e m o v a l  

O f  t h e  S u l t a n ,  a n d  t h i s  n o  d o u b t  s t e m m e d  f r o m  h i s  " c i v f l i z e d "  

v a l u e s .  d ,  a p a r t  f r o m  h i s  a c h i e v e m e n t s  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  

h i s t o r y ,  was a l s o  r e v e r e d  by  mei,y T u r k i s h  M u s l i m s  f o r  h i s  

s o u l - s t i r r i n g  Pan-  I s l a m i c  v i e w 4  I n  o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  f l u r a d q s  

P o p u l a r i t y  among t h e  Young T u r k s ,  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  

24 . R a m s a u r ,  p. 37. 

25 . I b i d . ,  p. 38 .  



emot i o n 3 1  v a l u e  o f  Pan- I s l a m  t o  Mus l ims .  

P a n - I s l a m i c  c o n c e p t s  p r o b a b l y  o r i g i n a t o d  i n  t h e  t e a c h -  

i n g s  o f  J a m a l e d d i n  A fghan i ,  a  P e r s i a n ,  who h a d  h a d  a  s t o r m y  

C a r e e r  i n  Afghan p o l i t i c s ,  He f i r s t  a p p e a r e d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  

i n  1870 and, i n  t h e  c o u r s o  o f  t h e  n e x t  two  decades,  h i s  i n f l u n n c e  

grew c o n s i d e r a b l y ,  I n  t h e  1 8 7 0 9 s ,  t h e  Ottoman T u r k s  wore  v e r y  

much aware  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  o t h e r  T u r k i c - s p e a k i n g  M u s l i m s  

* 
i n  i n n e r  As ia ,  Tashken t ,  Eokhara  a n d  Samarkand were  u n d e r  

R u s s i a n  d o m i n a t i o n ,  w h i l e  K h i v a  a n d  Kokhand were  b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  

by t h e  T s a r i s t  gove rnmen t .  26  The P a n t h a i s ,  C h i n e s e  M u s l i m s  i n  

Yunnan P r o v i n c e ,  h a d  r e v o l t e d  i n  1860  and  s e t  u p  a  s t a t e  o f  

t h e i r  own a n d  Yakub Beg h a d  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  M u s l i m  s t a t e  ' 

c e n t e r e d  a r o u n d  Kashga r  i n  C h i n e s e  T u r k e s t a n  i n  1870. The Tu rks  

were  i n  no  p o s i t i o n  t o  wage a  war beyond  t h e  Casp ian ,  b u t  even 

i n  a r e a s  c l o s e r  t o  them t h e y  we re  u n a b l e  t o  be o f  any  a s s i s t a n c e  

t o  t h e i r  f e l l o w  Turks ,  T h i s  was shown c l e a r l y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

* Babur,  t h e  f o u n d e r  o f  t h e  Mogu l  E m p i r e  i n  I n d i a  
spoke  T u r k i s h  a n d  h e  w r o t e  h i s  a u t o b i o g r a p h y  i n  
t h a t  l anguage .  There  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  know ledge  
o f  t h e  Uzbeks i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  we re  
i s o l a t e d  f r o m  t h e  T u r k s  by  t h e  I s m a i l i  p r e s e n c e  
i n  N o r t h  P e r s i a .  T r a v e l l e r s  t o  Mecca came i n t o  
c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e i r  f e l l o w  T u r k s  i n  A r a b i a .  More- 
o v a r  d e r v i s h e s  f r om C e n t r a l  A s i a  o f t e n  came t o  
I s t a n b u l  a n d  Tekkes ( t e n t s )  we re  p r o v i d e d  f o r  
t h e i r  m a i n t e n a n c e .  

26 Sumner, B, H., R u s s i a  and  t h e  Ba l kans ,  London, 
1962, pp. 36-37, 45-46,  51-52. 



t h e  C a u c a s u s .  Though t h e  O t t o m a n s  s y m p a t h i z e d  w i t h  t h e  

a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  C i r c a s s i a n s ,  a n d  w i t h  t h o  d o u g h t y  Shami l l  

i n  D a g h e s t a n  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 8 s ,  t h e y  h a d  t o  s i t  by h e l p l e s s l y  a n d  

w a t c h  t h e  R u s s i a n s  a b s o r b  t h e s e  a r e a s  i n t o  t h e i r  e m p i r e .  I t  

was  o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  t h e  T u r k s  t r i e d  t o  e f f a c e  t h e i r  m i l i t a r y  

i m p o t e n c e  by a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  e m o t i o n s  o f  e d u c a t e d  M u s l i m s  i n  

T u r k e y  a n d  a b r o a d .  P a n - I s l a m  a l s o  h a d  i t s  o r i g i n s  o u t s i d e  t h e  

O t t o m a n  E m p i r e ,  Some I n d i a n  M u s l i m s  n o s t a l g i c a l l y  l o o k e d  b a c k  

t o  t h e  d a y s  o f  B a b u r  a n d  A k b a r  a n d  were e n c o u r a g e d  by  s o m e  

E n g l i s h m e n  i n  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  t h i s  would  p u t  a s t o p  t o  f u r t h e r  

R u s s i a n  p e n e t r a t i o n  i n t o  Asia. I t  i s  a l s o  l i k e l y  t h a t  Pan-  

S l a v i s m ,  w h i c h  h a d  come o f  a g e  a d e c a d e  e a r l i e r  i n  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s ,  

h e l p e d  t o  p r o d u c e  t h i s  Pan-  I s l a m i c  r e a c t i o n .  

On a c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e ,  A b d u l h a m i d  e m b r a c e d  Pan-  

I s l a m i c  i d e o l o g y  a s  h i d :  own. He a p p o i n t e d  a T u n i s i a n  M u s l i m  a s  

G r a n d  V i z i e r  a n d  h a  s u r r o u n d a d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  S y r i a n  M u s l i m  

s e c r e t a r i e s ,  K u r d i s h  h e n c h m e n  a n d  a n u m b e r  o f  A l b a n i a n  body-  

W a r d s .  27 He s h o w e d  a g o o d  d e a l  o f  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  

o f  I n d i a n  M u s l i m s  a n d  h e  a l s o  r e - s e t t l e d  M u s l i m  m i n o r i t i e s  

27 . L u k e ,  S i r  H a r r y .  The  O l d  T u r k e y  a n d  t h e  New, 
L o n d o n ,  1 9 5 5 ,  p .  1 2 8 .  



* 
f r o m  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  i n  h i s  e m p i r e .  The W i j a z  r a i l w a y  

p r o b a b l y  was  t h e  f i n a l  f r u i t  o f  A b d u l h a m i d ' s  i d e a l s ,  b u t ,  

b e i n g  p r i m a r i l y  p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  h i s  own s u r v i v a l ,  n o t h i n g  

much came o f  P a n - I s l a m  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e ,  The  W e s t e r n  

P o w e r s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  Germany ,  d i d  n o t  t a k e  A b d u l -  

h a m i d ' s  Pan-  I s l a m  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y ,  t o  h i s  c o n t i n u a l  a n n o y a n c e .  

Kaiser W i l h s l m  11, d u r i n g  h i s  s p e c t a c u l a r  v i s i t  t o  J e r u s e l e m  

* I n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  S i r  H a r r y  L u k e ,  " h e  now m a n i f e s t e d  
a  s o l i c i t i o u s  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h o  a f f z i r s  o f  N o s l e n s  
i n  A f r i c a ,  i n  I n d i a ,  i n  t h e  F a r  E a s t ;  h e  S a v e  
a s y l u n i  t o  g r o u p s  o f  w a r - l i k e  C h e c h e n s  f r o m  Day- 
h e s t a n  a f t e r  t h o  R u s s i a n s  h a d  c o m p l o t e d  t h e  
p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  w i l d  v a l l e y s  o n  t h e  C a s p i a n  
s l o p a s  o f  t h e  C a u c a 6 u s . .  A c t i n g  o n  t h e  s a m e  
p r i n c i p l e  h e  s e t t l e d  c o l o n i e s  o f  Moslem Cir- 
c a s s i a n c :  o n  h i s  A r a b  m a r s h e s .  Whon d i s s a t i s -  
f i e d  w i t h  R u s s i a n  r u l e  t h e s e  s t e a l e r s  o f  h o r s e s  
a n d  s e l l e r s  o f  d a u g h t e r s  b u t  d o u g h t y  a n d  t r u c u -  
l e n t  f i g h t e r s  w i t h a l  e m i g r a t e d  f r o m  t h e i r  h o m e s  
t o  t h o  s h o r e s  o f  t h e  B l a c k  S e a ;  h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
B o s n i a n  Mos lems  i n  P a l e s t i n e  a n d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  
h i s  A s i a t i c  p r o v i n c e s  a f t e r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a  w a s  t a k e n  o v e r  i n  
1 8 7 8  by A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y ,  " 

S e e  S i r  H a r r y  L u k e ,  The  Old  T u r k e y  a n d  t h e  New, 
P .  1 2 8 .  



a n d  Damascus  i n  1 8 8 9 ,  h a d  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  s u l t a n *  was " h i s  

f r i e n d  a n d  a l l y  whom t h r e e  h u n d r e d  m i l l i o n  Mohammedans t h r o u g h -  

,* 28 o u t  t h e  w o r l d  r e v e r e  a s  t h e  K a l i f  , 

The  s u c c e s s  o f  P a n - I s l a m  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  was doomed 

f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ;  t h e  d i v e r s i t y  o f  p e o p l e s  c u l t u r e s  a n d  

e n v i r o n m e n t s  o f  w h i c h  i t  was  made,  r e n d e r e d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  

u n i t y  a l m o s t  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e .  I n  t h e  r a t h e r  f l a m b o y a n t  s t y l e  

o f  P r o f e s s o r  Vamberyt  

" I n  l e t t i n g  p a s s  b e f o r e  my e y e s  t h e  s t u r d y  a n d  p l a i n  
Ozbeq, t h e  Turko-men t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  s l y  a n d  c u n n i n g  
T a d j i k  a n d  S a r t  o f  C e n t r a l  A s i a ,  i n  h o l d i n g  r e v i e w  
o v e r  t h e  M o u l i n  o f  I n d i a ,  t h e  B e d u i n  and t h e  Wahabi  
o f  N e j e d ,  t h e  v a i n g l o r i o u s  Akhond o f  P e r s i a ,  t h e  
s e l f - c o n c e i t e d  A r a b  o f  S y r i a ,  t h e  h o n e s t ,  much 
a d v a n c e d  a n d  h a r d - w o r k i n g  T a r t a r  o f  R u s s i a ,  t h e x  
p l a i n  a n d  q r a v e  O s m a n l i  o f  A n a t o l i a ,  a n d  e v e r  s o  
many o t h e r  members  o f  t h e  Moslem c o m m u n i t y ,  I c a n -  
n o t  h e l p  n o t i c i n g  t h e  w i d e  g u l f  w h i c h  s e p a r a t e s  o n e  
f r o m  t h e  o t h e r  - a  o u l f  w h i c h  c a n n o t  b e  s o  e a s i l y  
b r i d g e d  by t h e  Kalima a n d  by o t h e r  u n i t i n g  f o r c e s  
o f  I s l a rn . "29  

* I n  B r i t a i n  a n d  F r a n c e ,  A b d u l h z m i d  was  b e i n g  c a l l e d  
t h e  "Great A s s a s s i n "  a n d  t h e  "Red S u l t a n " .  The man 
who c o i n e d  t h e  p h r a s e  "Abdul  t h e  Damned" when h e  
l a t e r  z p o l o g i z e d  t o  t h e  S u l t a n ,  d i d  s o  i n  t h e  f o l l o w -  
i n g  m a n n e r r  

F o r  a w o r l d  w h e r e  c r u e l  d e e d s  a b o u n d  
The m e r e l y  damned a r e  l e g i o n ,  w i t h  s u c h  s o u l s  
Is  n o t  e a c h  h o l l o w  a n d  c r a n n y  o f  T o p h e t  crammed? 
Though w i t h  t h e  b r i g h t e s t  o f  Hell 's  a u r e o l e s ,  
D o s t  s h i n e  s u p r e m e ,  i n c o m p a r a b l y  c r o w n e d ,  
I m m o r t a l l y  b e y o n d  a l l  m o r t a l s  damned.  

S e e  A l l a n  Cunn ingham,  The Wronq H o r s e ,  S t .  A n t o n y m s  
p a p e r s ,  p a  57. Also Basil W i l l i a m s '  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i n  
Edwin P e a r s ,  L i f e  o f  Abdul  Hamid,  London ,  1 9 1 7 .  

28 . I b i d . ,  p a  1 2 9 .  

2 9  . Vamhory,  A r m  i n i u s .  Pan- I s l a m ,  The N i n e t e e n t h  C o n t u r y ,  
Volume 60 ,  London ,  1 9 0 6 .  2 ,  p a  550. 



Desp i t e  t h e  r a t h e r  c o l o u r f u l  and exaggerated tone  o f  P r o f e s s o r  

Vambery's remarks, he does g i v e  one some i doa  o f  t h e  probLems 

w i t h  which Pan-Islam was faced.  

f- 
IUndoubtedly,  i n s i d e  and o u t s i d e  t h e  Empire, t h e  Young 

Turks wore a l s o  i n f l u e n c e d  by Pan-Islam's emo t i ona l  appoal ,  

Consequently,  g i v e n  Murad's Pan- Is lamic  p r o c l i v i t i e s ,  i t  

was o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  t h i s  enhanced h i s  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  eyes 

of  many Young Turks. Due t o  h i s  d isagreements w i t h  Riza, 

t h e  more p o p u l a r  Murad became t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Committee 

of  Un ion and Progress  and , in  may 1897, t h e  headqua r te r s  was 

moved from P a r i s  t o  ~ e n e v a d  f rom where he c o n t i n u e d  t o  pub- 

l i s h  Mi ran,  Ahmed R i z a  p e r s i s t e d  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  

h i s  Nechveret  - as an organ o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  f r om P a r i s ,  I n  

t heo ry  b o t h  were r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  t h e  Committee i n  C o n s t a n t i -  

nop le ,  o f  which v e r y  l i t t l e  i s  a c c u r a t e l y  known. 

I n  June 1897, Murad B e y , p u b l i s h o d  a  b o o k l e t  i n  which 

he a t t emp ted  t o  show t h a t  t h e  fundamenta l  causes o f  t h e  

Empi re 's  problems were Abdulhamid8s s a t a n i c  r u l e  and t h e  

t r e a c h e r y  o f  t h e  b i g  Powers. a l s o  took  t h e  Armenians 

t o  t a s k  f o r  t h e i r  p e t t y  n a t i o n a l i s m  and f o r  s p u r n i n g  h i s  

o f f e r  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  t o  b r i n g  down t h e  Hamidian regime. 

Murad's c o n c l u s i o n s  were t h a t  I s l am i n  no way was a d i r e c t  

cause f o r  t h e  Empire 's  weakness; t h a t  though depraved and 

incompetent  t h e  dynas ty  was capab le  o f  r e f o r m i n g  i t s e l f  and J 



k h a t  t h e  T u r k s  w e r o  r e a d y  f o r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g ~ v e r n m e n ~ ~ ~  

The a b o v e  o b s e r v a t i o n s  showed  a  c o m p l e t e  l a c k  o f  u n d e r s t a n d -  

i n g  o f  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  t h e  E m p i r e  on  t h e  

P a r t  o f  Nurad  a n d  h i s  s u p p o r t e r s .  The p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b -  

ject  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  was h a r d l y  t o u c h s d  u p o n ,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  

r a t h e r  u n a l l u r  i n g  p r o s p e c t  o f  b e c o m i n g  "Ot toman" .  E v e r y  

m a l a i s e  t h a t  a P f e c t e d  t h e  E m p i r e  was h e l d  t o  b e  t h e  p e r s o n a l  

f a u l t  o f  t h e  S u l t a n ,  a n  o p i n i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n  a n a l y s i s .  

b r a d  a n d  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  r e f u s e d  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  Ot toman  

s o c i e t y  i n  i t s  t o t a l i t y  - i t s  s t r u c t u r e ,  c o m p o s i t i o n  a n d  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  o r  i ts  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d .  I t  i s  n o t e w o r t h y  

t h a t  i n  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  d i d  Ahmed Riza i n  a n y  way d i s a g r e e  

w i t h  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  h i s  enemy a n d ,  h e n c e ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  t r u e  

t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  s p l i t  were n o t  

i d e ~ l o g i c a l .  31 

p h i l e  t h e  T u r k i s h  e x i l e s  were b i c k e r i n g  among them- 

S e l v e s ,  t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  h a d  p l a n n e d  a c o u p  

t h e  S u l t a n  i n  A u g u s t ,  1 8 9 6 .  W h e t h e r  P a r i s  o r  Geneva  

knew a n y t h i n g  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c o u p  i s  u n c e r t a i n .  The c h o i c e  

O f  A u g u s t ,  1896, a s  a d a t e  p r o b a b l y  h a d  much t o  do  w i t h  t h e  

g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n  s i t u a t i o n d  I t  h a d  r e a c h e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  

30. R a m s a u r ,  p .  42.  

31 . I b i d . ,  pp .  4 4 ,  45.  



* 
p r o p o r t i o n s  d u r i n g  t h a t  month. Tho Young Tu rks  were n o t  

e s p e c i a l l y  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a b o u t  Armenian s e p a r a t i o n  and t h e y  

were a f r a i d  t h e  a f f a i r  wou ld  ba used  a s  an excuse  f o r  i n t e r -  

v e n t i o n  by t h e  powers ]  They were b e n t  on a v o i d i n g  such a  
- - 

Y The p e r i o d  o f  1876-1883 was t h e  Golden Age f o r  Armenian 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  i n  Russ ia .  The who le  Armenian p o p u l a -  
t i o n  h a d  been k i n d l e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  l i b e r a t i o n .  The 
p o e t ,  Kamar-Kat iba,  c a l l e d  upon Armenians t o  d e f e n d  
themselves and  e x h o r t e d  them " n o t  t o  r e l y  upon Europe,  
w h i c h  was t o o  f a r ,  o r  upon God, who was t o o  h i g h . "  The 
g r e a t  R a f f i  denounced t h e  c l e r g y  and s t a t e d  t h a t  " f o r t -  
r e s s e s  w o u l d  be o f  more u s e  t h a n  conven ts ,  arms o f  more 
u s e  t h a n  s a c r e d  vows, and t h e  smoke o f  powder more 
a g r e e a b l e  t h a n  i n c e n s e . "  B u t  i n  1883 t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  
A lexander  111 a n d  h i s  e r s t w h i l e  comrade, t h e  P r o c u r a t o r  
o f  t h e  H o l y  Synod, Pob iedonos tsev ,  s e t  i n  i n  t h e  Caucau- 
s u s  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  w h i c h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  and R e v o l u t i o n a r y  
movements went  underg round .  I n  1893, t h e s e  g r o u p s  
combined t o  f o r m  an Armenian r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c o u n c i l  
w h i c h  came t o  be known a s  t h e  ~ a s h n a ~ t z o u t i a n .  The 
Dashnaks were t o  s u r v i v e  w e l l  i n t o  t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  
when f o r  a  b r i e f  p e r i o d  o f  t h r e e  y e a r s  (1917-20)  t h e y  
were  t h e  l e a d i n g  p a r t y  i n  Armenia, b e f o r e  she was 
abso rbed  i n t o  t h e  S o v i e t  Un ion .  S l o w l y  t h e  Dashnaks 
p e n e t r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  Ottoman Empire.  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  g roups  
were o r g a n i z e d  and a f t e r  c e r t a i n  m i n o r  e x p l o i t s ,  t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  o r g a n i z e d  an  e f f e c t i v e  r i s i n g  among t h e  
Armenian m o u n t a i n e e r s  o f  t h e  Sassun r e g i o n  i n  t h e  
p r o v i n c e  o f  B i t l i s .  The r i s i n g  wh ich  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  1894 
was c r u s h e d  by  t h e  t o u g h  and f a n a t i c  K u r d i s h  b r i g a d e s  o f  
t h e  S u l t a n ,  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  wh ich  some t w e n t y - f i v e  
v i l l a g e s  were d e s t r o y e d  and a b o u t  f i P t e e n  thousand  
p e r i s h e d .  A c r y  o f  o u t r a g e  went  o u t  i n  Europe, b u t  t h e  
S u l t a n  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  a  r ~ v o l u t i o n  had  t a k e n  p l a c e  and 
a l l  t h a t  h e  h a d  a t t e m p t e d  t o  do was t o  p u t  i t  down. The 
u p s h o t  o f  t h e  who le  a f f a i r  was t h e  E n g l i s h ,  F r e n c h  and  
Russ ian  ambassadors g a t h e r e d  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t o  work 
o u t  a scheme whereby r e f o r m s  c o u l d  be c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  
s i x  e a s t e r n  v i l a y e t s .  Abdu lhamid  managed t o  a v o i d  most  
o f  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  s i n c e  t h o  Russ ians  were a v e r s e  t o  t o o  
much autonomy f o r  t h o  Armenians. But i n  August  1896 t h i s  
was n o t  a p p a r e n t .  Soe W i l l i a m  Langer,  The D ip lomacy  o f  
Imperialism, New York, 1965, Chap te r  V ,  L o u i s e  N a l b a n d i a n ,  
The Armenian R c v o l u t i o n a r y  Movement, B e r k e l e y ,  1963, 

assim, and H i c h a r d  H o v a n n i s i o n  Armenia on t h e  Road t o  
%depandnncn, B e r k e l e y ,  1967, passim. 



con t i ngency ,  The c o n s p i r a t o r s  a l s o  f e a r e d  t h a t  Abdulhamid 

was on t h e  ve rge  o f  l o s i n g  ~ r e t e , ' ~  where b l o o d y  i n s u r r e c g i o n s  

had b roken  o u t  s p o r a d i c a l l y  f o r  a  number o f  years ,  

i ~ h e  c o n s p i r a t o r s  ab road  i n i t i a l l y  had t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  a  

number o f  l e a d i n g  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

Commandant o f  t h e  F i r s t  D i v i s i o n  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  The p l o t  

o f  August 1896 was n o t  l a c k i n g  i n  s u p p o r t  s i n c e  i t  had a  f a i r l y  

l a r g e  f o l l o w i n g ,  b u t  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  on  t h e  eve o f  t h e  p roposed  

coup, one o f  t h e  c o n s p i r a t o r s  l e a k e d  o u t  t h e  d e t a i l s  t o  a  p o l i c e  

o f f i c i a l ,  As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  c o n s p i r a t o r s  were rounded up and 

e x i l e d  t o  remote  p a r t s  o f  t h e  empire, I t  i s  s t r a n g e  t h a t  Abdul-  

hamid s h o u l d  have pu rsued  such a cou rse  i n s t e a d  o f  e x e c u t i n g  t h e  

t s u b v e r s i v e s '  f o r  h i g h  t reason .  Many o f  them l i v e d  t o  sp read  

t h e i r  v i e ~ , s  once more a l l  o v e r  t h e  empire,  and t h i s  d i s p e r s a l  

o n l y  gave w i d o r  c i r c u l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  endeavours 
'. J 

(Oesp i te  t h e  f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  coup, t h e  movement was s t r o n g  

enough t o  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l s  and academies o f  t h e  

c a p i t a l ,  A r r e s t s  and o t h e r  r e p r e s s i v e  measures became common, 

but  t h e y  s t i l l  c o u l d  n o t  stamp o u t  t h e  movement, The b low t o  

t h e  movement a c t u a l l y  f e l l  f rom a b r o a d d  murad Bey, who had 

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S u l t a n  as  t h e  s a t a n  two months e a r l i e r  i n  h i s  

b o o k l e t ,  gave up t h e  s t r u g g l e  by  r e t u r n i n g  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  

32 , Ahmed, R a f i u d d i n ,  A Moslem's View o f  Pan- I s l a m i c  
~ e v i v a l ,  The N i n s t e o n t h  Century ,  Volume 42, London, 
1879. 2, p, 519, 



t o  make  h i s  p e a c e  w i t h  A b d u l h a m i d .  T h i s  t u r n - a b o u t  t o o k  p l a c e  

b e c a u s e  o f  a c h a n g e  o f  a p p r o a c h  i n  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  m e t h o d  o f  d e a l -  

i n g  w i t h  h i s  d i s e n c h a n t e d  c i t i z e n s  a b r o a d .  E a r l i e r  h i s  m e t h o d  

h a d  b o s n  t o  p u t  p r e s s u r e  o n  f o r e i g n  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  c e n s u r e  t h e  

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Young T u r k s .  The u t t e r  f u t i l i t y  o f  t h i s  m e t h o d  

was p r o v e n  w h e n ,  a f t e r  b e i n g  c o n v i c t e d  o f  u s i n g  a b u s i v e  l a n g u a g e  

( c h e a t ,  h a n g m a n ,  b l o o d y  m a j e s t y )  a g a i n s t  t h e  S u l t a n ,  a F r e n c h  

t r i b u n a l  l e t  t h e  d e f e n d a n t s  g o  w i t h  t h e  l i g h t  f i n e  o f  s i x t e e n  

f r a n c s ,  33 s u c h  b i t t e r  e x p e r i e n c e s  f o r c e d  t h e  S u l t a n  t o  d e v i s e  

new m e t h o d s ,  I n  t h e  case  o f  f l u r a d ,  t h e  S u l t a n  d i s p a t c h e d  h i s  

c o n f i d a n t  Ahmad J e l l a l e d i n  P a s h a ,  a C i r c a s s i a n ,  and t h e  l a t t e r  

c o n v i n c e d  f l u r a d  t h a t  A b d u l h a m i d  was n o t  a c t u a l l y  a v e r s e  t o  

r e f o r m s ,  b u t  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  Young T u r k s  g a v e  h i m  n o  o t h e r  

r e c o u r s e ,  J e l l a l e d i n  p r o m i s e d  a m a r k e d  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  S u l t a n ,  

P r o v i d o d  t h e  6rnigr6s s t o p p e d  h u r l i n g  i n s u l t s  a t  h i m  a n d ,  i n s t e a d ,  

s t a r t e d  t o  t r e a t  h i m  w i t h  r e s p e c t .  J e l l a l e d i n  a l s o  o f f e r e d  

c o m p l e t e  a m n o s t y  f o r  a l l  , . e x i l e s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s ,  i f  

t h e y  s t o p p e d  t h e i r  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  S u l t a n .  34 N o n e t h e l e s s ,  

m u r a d a s  m o t i v e s  f o r  r e t u r n  a r e  s t i l l  o b s c u r e .  

M u r a d ' s  d e f e c t i o n  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  a g r e a t  b l o w  t o  t h e  

m o v e m e n t ,  Murad  h a s  b e o n  a m p l y  d e f e n d e d  by h i s  a p o l o ~ i s t s ,  h u t  

c o n s i d e r i n g  h i s  e a r l i e r  p o s i t i o n ,  i t  was i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  h e  t o o k  - . . 
33 . C u n n i n g h a a ~ ,  p a  64. 

34. R a m s a u r ,  p a  48 .  



t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  t h a t  h s  d i d .  A f t e r  t h i s ,  t h o  Young Turk  

movement a l m o s t  c o l l a p s e d , 3 5  b u t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Ahmnd R i z a  

a n d  h i s  a s s o c i a t e s  c a r r i e d  on t h e  b a t t l e .  Most  o f  M u r a d ' s  

f o l l o w e r s  e i t h e r  w e n t  b a c k  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t o  s e r v e  t h e  

S u l t a n  o r  s t a y e d  b a c k  i n  E u r o p o  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  s t u d i e s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  e n s u i n g  two y e a r s ,  i . 0 .  f r o m  1897-99, n o t h i n g  much 

c a l l e d  O s m a n l i  a p p e a r e d  i n  Geneva u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  two 

o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f o u n d e r s  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  Union  a n d  P r o g r e s s ,  

I s h a k  S u k u t i  a n d  A b d u l l a  J e v d e t .  But  e a r l y  i n  1 8 9 7  t h e  S u l t a n  

3 t r u c k  a  b a r o a i n  w i t h  t h e  O s m a n l i  g r o u p  i n  Geneva .  In  r e t u r n  

f o r  t h e  p a p e r s *  s u s p e n s i o n ,  h e  p r o m i s e d  t o  f r e e  ' .  p o l i t i c a l  

P r i s o n e r s  i n  T r i p o l i ,  whose  h a r s h  t r e a t m e n t  o f  i n m a t e s  was 

i n t o l e r a b l e  e v e n  by Hamid ian  s t a n d a r d s ,  H a v i n g  h a d  p e r s o n a l  

e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  t h e  a p p a l l i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  p r e v a i l e d  i n  t h e  

a r e a ,  it was  q u i t e  c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  i n  a g r e e i n g  t o  s u s p e n d  t h e  

P u b l i c a t i o n  o f  O s m a n l i  b o t h  S u k u t i  a n d  J e v d e t  were p r i m a r i l y  

m o t i v a t e d  by h u m a n i t a r i a n  r e a s o n s .  36 After t h i s  e p i s o d e ,  t h e  

* 
l o n e  b a t t l e  was  c a r r i e d  on  by t h e  M e c h v e r e t  g r o u p .  

35. L e w i s ,  E m e r g e n c e ,  p .  1 9 6 .  

36. I b i d , ,  p. 1 9 7 .  

* T h e r e  were a  few o t h e r  a n t i - H a m i d i a n  n e w s p a p e r s  a t  t h i s  
t ime. T h e r e  w e r o  o n e  o r  two p u b l i c a t i o n s  c o m i n g  o u t  o f  
E g y p t  a n d  I b r a h i r n  Temo p u b l i s h e d  o n e  f r o m  Rumania .  Bu t  
t h o s e  w o r e  h a p h a z a r d  e f f o r t s  a n d ,  u n l i k e  M e c h v e r e t ,  
c o u l d  n o t  t r ace  b a c k  t h e i r  a n c e s t r y  t o  t h a  o r i g i n a l  e x i l e  
s o c i o t , y ,  



D u r i n g  December, 1899, and t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  

c e n t u r y ,  w inds  o f  m i s f o r t u n e  began t o  b l o w  t h e  Hamidian way, 

The S u l t a n ' s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  Damad Mahmud Pasha, f l e d  t h o  

C o u n t r y  w i t h  h i s  two sons, P r i n c e s  Sabaheddin a n d  L u t f u l l a .  

T h i s  was soon f o l l o w e d  by  t h e  d e f e c t i o n  o f  I s m a i l  Kemal Bey, 

an A l b a n i a n  who had  o c c u p i e d  a number o f  i m p o r t a n t  p o s t s  i n  

t h e  Ottoman Empire,  37 Abdulhamid t r i e d  h a r d  t o  woo h i s  

b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  back t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  t o  no  a v a i l .  Among 

o t h e r s ,  h e  despa tched  t h o  a r c h - m e d i a t o r  J e l l a l e d d i n  and even 

t h e  Khed ive  o f  E g y p t  d ropped  i n  a t  Damad's i n  P a r i s  t o  see 

how he c o u l d  a l l o v i a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  Damad s p u r n e d  a l l  o f f e r s  

and i t  f i n a l l y  dawned o n  t h e  S u l t a n  t h a t  h i s  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  

meant b u s i n e s s .  

As soon a s  h e  was s e t t l e d  i n  France,  Damad s e n t  a  l e t t e r  

t o  Abdu lhamid  i n  w h i c h  he  a t t a c k e d  h i m  m e r c i l e s s l y .  He accused 

t h e  S u l t a n  f o r  p r e s i d i n g  o v e r  t h e  w o r s t  t y p e  o f  t y r a n n y  and  f o r  

h i s  l a c k  o f  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e .  Twen ty - fou r  m i l l i o n  p e o p l e ,  

s a i d  Damad, were b e i n g  p u t  t h r o u g h  a l l  k i n d s  o f  m i s e r y  due t o  

t h e  e g o t i s m  o f  t h e  S u l t a n ,  He a l s o  accused Abdu lhamid  o f  

many o f  t h e  c r i m e s  o f  t h e  Emp i re  and s a i d  i t  was n e c e s s a r y  f o r  

him t o  expose a l l  t h e  e v i l s  p r e v a l e n t  i n  t h e  Empire,  s i n c e  t h e  

S u l t a n  r e f u s e d  t o  l i s t e n  t o  reason.  38 

37 . Aamsaur, p, 60. 

38 I b i d . ,  pp, 59, 60. 



The e l d e s t  s o n  o f  Damad P a s h a ,  P r i n c e  S a b a h e d d i n ,  
# / 

managnd t o  a c q u i r e  a f o l l o w i n g  o f  h i s  own among e m i ~ r e  T u r k s .  

I t  s o o n  becamo a p p a r e n t ,  now t h a t  Nurad  was g o n e ,  t h a t  h e  was  

g o i n g  t o  e m e r g e  a s  t h e  c h i e f  p e r s o n a l  a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l  r i v a l  

o f  Ahmed R i z a ,  S a b a h o d d i n ,  who t o o k  h i m s e l f  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y  

a n d  who was c o n s t a n t l y  i n  s e a r c h  o f  a s o l u t i o n  t o  T u r k i s h  

p r o b l e m s ,  was a t t r a c t e d  by t h e  work o f  t h e  F r e n c h  a u t h o r ,  
\ / / 

Edmund D e m o l i n s ,  e n t i t l e d  A q u o i  t i e n t  l a  S u p e r i o r i t e  d e s  

Anqlo -Saxons .  39 I n  b r i e f ,  D e m o l i n s  i n  h i s  work p r a i s e d  t h e  

Anglo -Saxons  - B r i t i s h  a n d  A m e r i c a n  - f o r  t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  

a n d  d a r i n g  i n  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  unknown a n d  h e  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  

Frenchman f o r  h i s  c n m m u n i s t i c  o u t l o o k  a n d  h i s  l a c k  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  

i n i t i a t i v e .  He c o n s i d e r o d  F r a n c e ,  Germany,  R u s s i a ,  I t a l y  a n d  

S p a i n  a s  c o u n t r i e s  b a s e d  an w h a t  h e  c a l l e d  " S t a t e  P a t r i o t i s m "  

a n d  i n  o r d e r  t o  s u r v i v e  t h o s e  g o v e r n m e n t s  h a d  t o  d r a w  t h e  

a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  f r o m  i n t e r n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  by c o n -  

t i n u a l l y  r e s o r t i n g  t o  w a r f a r e .  The A n g l o - S a x o n ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d ,  s a i d  D e m o l i n s ,  h a d  a d i f f e r e n t  a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d  God a n d  

c o u n t r y ,  His p a t r i o t i s m  was  f o u n d e d  on  t h e  s a n c t i t y  o f  h i s  

home a n d  h i s  p r i v a t e  l i f e  a n d  w h e n e v e r  h e  was f o r c e d  t o  f i g h t ,  

he f o u g h t  f o r  h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  rather t h a n  f o r  h i s  

c o u n t r y ,  A s  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  m e n t a l i t y  o f  t h e  

3 9  . B o d e l y ,  J .  E. France ,  Q u a r t e r l y  Rev iew,  Volume 188, 
London,  1 8 9 8 ,  p p ,  1 7 8 - 1 8 0 ;  a l s o  Ramsaur ,  pp .  8 1 - 8 9 ,  



F r e n c h  o f  t h o s e  times D e m o l i n s '  work  w a s  n o t o w o r t h y ,  b u t  h e  

i g n o r e d  " t h o  i n f l u e n c e  o f  g e o g r a p h y ,  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  p a s t  h i s t o r y  

a n d  a l l  o f  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  f o r c e s  w h i c h  s h a p e  t h o  d e s t i n y  o f  

a n y  c o u n t r y " .  4 0  

W h i l e  S a b a h e d d i n  was ' ' p r o f o u n d l y ' '  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  

o f  D e m o l i n s '  w o r k ,  a s o l i d a r i t y  c o n g r e s s  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

a n t i - H a m i d i a n  g r o u p s  c o n v e n e d  i n  P a r i s  o n  F e b r u a r y ,  1 9 0 2 ,  

a n d  S a b a h e d d i n  h i m s e l f  p r e s i d e d  o v e r  t h e  c o n g r e s s ,  As i t  

t u r n e d  o u t ,  i t  d i s u n i t e d  t h e  S a b a h e d d i n - R i z a  f a c t i o n s  p e r m a n e n t -  

l y  a n d  t h e  f i n a l  s p l i t  was c a u s e d  by  t h e  A r m e n i a n s .  The  A r m -  

e n i a n s  who t o o k  p a r t  i n  t h i s  c o n g r e s s  s o u g h t  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

o f  t h e  P o w e r s  a s  a g u a r a n t e e  o f  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  r e f o r m s  i n  t h e  

E m p i r e ,  Riza a n d  m o s t  o f  t h e  members  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  U n i o n  

a n d  P r o g r e s s  d i s a g r e e d ,  b u t  P r i n c e  S a b a h e d d i n  a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  

A r m e n i a n s ,  The  f o r m e r  a r g u e d  t h a t  a n y  o u t s i d e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  

Would b e  u n n e c e s s a r y  a n d  e v e n  h a r m f u l .  W i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  

t h e  S a b a h e d d i n  f a c t i o n ,  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  s u c c e e d e d  i n  p a s s i n g  a 

r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t :  

" t h a t  i t  i s  t h e i r  F u r o p e ' s 7  d u t y  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  
i n t e r o s t  o f  h u m a n i t y  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c l a u s e s  
i n  t h e  t r e a t i e s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a g r e e m e n t s  
c o n c l u d e d  b e t w e e n  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  t h e  S u b l i m e  
P o r t e  a r o  p u t  i n t o  e f f e c t  i n  s u c h  a way a s  t o  
b e n e f i t  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  ~ m ~ i r e .  "41 

4 0  R a m s a u r ,  p. 84. 

4 1 .  L e w i s ,  E r n e r n n n c e ,  p ,  1 9 8 ,  



4' 

r The a n t a g o n i s m  o f  t h e  t w o  g r o u p s  t o w a r d s  o n e  a n o t h e r ,  f r o m  

t h i s  p o i n t  o n w a r d s ,  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  o n e  b e t w e e n  

T u r k i s h  n a t i o n a l i s m  a n d  O t t o m a n  l i b e r a l i s m .  R i z a  r e p r e s e n t e d  

t h e  f i r s t  a n d  S a b a h e d d i n  becamo  t h e  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  O t t o m a n  

- 

/ s a b a h e d d i n e s  f i r s t  r e a c t i o n  a f t e r  t h e  c o n g r e s s  w a s  t o  

f o u n d  a new s o c i e t y  i n  P a r i s ,  w i t h  t h e  r a t h e r  u n w i e l d y  name  

o f  "The  L e a g u e  f o r  P r i v a t e  I n i t i a t i v e  a n d  D e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n "  l 

He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  a p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e m o c r a c y  p a t t e r n e d  o n  Great 

B r i t a i n  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  w i t h  a minimum o f  

C e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ,  a f t e r  w h i c h ,  t h e  v a r i e d  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  o f  

t h e  E m p i r e  c o u l d  p u r s u e  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  a n d  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  

r i g h t s  i n  r e g i o n a l  a n d  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  i n  a p u b l i c  

l i f e  r e l e a s e d  f r o m  c o l l e c t i v e  o r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  c o n t r o o 2  

T h e s e  n a i v e  n o t i o n s  o f  a f e d e r a l i z e d ,  d e c e n t r a l i z e d  O t t o m a n  

s t a t e  c o l l a p s e d  v e r y  s o o n  i n  t h e  f ace  o f  r e a l i t i e s .  S a b a h e d d i n  

a v o i d e d  f a c i n g  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  Islam a l t o g e t h e r  a n d  h e  s h o w e d  

P o o r  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e  d i s r u p t i v e  f o r c e s  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m .  

The A r m e n i a n s  a n d  t h e  B a l k a n  C h r i s t i a n s  t h a t  h e  t r i e d  s o  h a r d  

t o  woo h a d  l i t t l e  f a i t h  i n  r e a l i z i n g  t h e i r  g o a l s  w i t h i n  an  

O t t o m a n  F e d e r a t i o n .  43 I n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  T u r k s ,  t h e  

4 2  . I b i d . ,  p .  2 0 0 .  

4 3 ,  I b i d .  



d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  p l a n  o f  Sabaheddin was n o t h i n g  s h o r t e r  t h a n  

s u i c i d e  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  e x p a n d i n g  p e r i l  o f  d i s s i d e n t  n a t i o n b l -  ,' 
i s m  and European i m p e r i a l i s m . 4 4  1   he b u r g e o n i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  

t h e  Army i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement, e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  1906, 

made i t  d r i f t  t o w a r d s  a u t h o r i t a r i a n  c e n t r a l i s m .  To t h e  

P r u s s i a n  t r a i n e d  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  Army, p r i v a t e  

i n i t i a t i v e  and d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  h e l d  l i t t l e  a p p e a l .  I n  t h e  

l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  one c a n n o t  say t o o  much i n  p r a i s e  o f  Sabahedd in 's  

i n t e l l i g e n c e .  On ly  a  p o l i t i c a l l y  u n s o p h i s t i c a t e d  p e r s o n  c o u l d  

have  c o n c e i v e d  t h e  t r a n s p l a n t i n g  o f  what  was e s s e n t i a l l y  a  

European i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f ramework i n t o  an Emp i re  wh ich  was a t  

a t o t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  s t a g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n u  

G s h o u l d  be k e p t  i n  m i n d  t h a t ,  s i n c e  t h e  days o f  Murad 's  

d e f e c t i o n ,  t h e  Young Turk movement had  become p r a c t i c a l l y  non- 

e x i s t e n t  w i t h i n  Turkey.  Murad's r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  S u l t a n  

had been t a k e n  h a r d l y  by  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  2-f 

brad was t h e  acknowledged l e a d e r  and spokesman o f  t h e  movement 

and i n  h i s  p e r s o n  t h e y  e x e m p l i f i e d  t h e i r  dreams o f  a r e j u v e n a t e d  

Ottoman Empire,  W i t h  h i s  a b r u p t  d e f e c t i o n  t h e i r  s p i r i t s  were 
/ 

b r o k e n  and  most  o f  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  gave u p  t h e  s t r u g g l e .  ( c o n -  

s e q u e n t l y ,  no  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  any i m p o r t a n c e  s u r v i v e d  i n  t h e  

Empi re  i n  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  1897 and 1 9 0 6 4  T h i s  does n o t  i m p l y  t h a t  

t h e r e  was no d i s c o n t e n t  among t h e  s t u d e n t s ,  i n  m i l i t a r y  o r  



governmsnt  s c h o o l s ,  and o t h e r s .  Due t o  t h e  o s t a b l i s h m a n t  o f  a  

permanent  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  a f t o r  t h o  c o n s p i r a c y  o f  1896 and t h e  

expans iono fTaHamid ian  spy ne twork ,  t h o r o  was l i t t l e  anyona 

c o u l d  do w i t h o u t  adequate  l e a d e r s h i p .  E n  1906, an e v e n t  o f  

some i m p o r t a n c e  t o o k  p l a c e  by  t h e  f o r m i n g  o f  a  s o c i e t y  i n  

Damascus c a l l e d  " F a t h e r l a n d  and Freedom S o c i e t y "  under  t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  o f  Mustapha Kemal. The same group i s  c l s o  supposed 

t o  have  p l a y e d  a r o l e  i n  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a commi t tee  among 

t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  Army Corps  s t a t i o n e d  i n  S a l o n i c a  J5 

The new o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  i n t e r n a l  squabb les ,  

r e f r a i n e d  from e l e c t i n g  any d e f i n i t e  head o f  t h e  s o c i e t y . "  

S a l o n i c a ,  p r o m i n e n t  f o r  i t s  f reemasonry  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  was 

a  r e a s o n a b l e  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  r e c r u i t m e n t  o f  p r o s p e c t i v e  a d h e r e n t s  

t o  t h e  movement, The i n f l u e n c e  o f  f reemasonry  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  

o f  Western w r i t e r s .  Yet,  a  l i m i t e d  s o r t  o f  i n f l u e n c e  t h r o u g h  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  freemasons was i n e v i t a b l e ,  a s  i n  t h e  Ottoman 

Empi re ,  a t  t i m e s ,  one c o u l d  n o t  t a l k  o f  t r i v i a l  t h i n g s  w i t h o u t  

4 5 .  I b i d . ,  p. 201. 

* A number o f  T u r k i s h  h i s t o r i a n s  have a r g u e d  t h a t  t h i s  

i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  A t a t u r k  myth. There i s  a  tendency  
among Turks  t o  e x a g g e r a t e  t h e  r o l e  o f  A t a t u r k  i n  
t h e  f o r m a t i v e  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  Young Turk R e v o l u t i o n .  
The e v i d e n c e  on t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  e x t r e m e l y  s c a n t y .  

c o n t i n u e d . .  . . 



A t a t u r k s  b i o g r a p h e r s  - Armst rong,  K i n r o s s ,  Froembgen, 
I k b a l  A l i  Shah, Wortham and o t h e r s  - a c q u i r e d  t h e  1 
s k e t c h y  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  h i s  l i f e  f r o m  t h e  
i n s u f f i c i e n t  c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  r e m i n i s c e n c e s  and anec- 
d o t e s  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  T u r k i s h  p r e s s  i n  1926. O f t e n  
t h e  T u r k i s h  p r e s s  bo r rowod  m a t e r i a l  f r o m  each other,, 
w i t h o u t  a d d i n g  a n y t h i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  new on A t a t u r k s  
a c t i v i t i e s  p r i o r  t o  1908, Many o f  t h e s e  a c c o u n t s  
were r e v e r e n t i a l  i n  n a t u r e  and  were a t t e m p t s  t o  p r o v e  
h i s  f a r - s i g h t e d n a s s  and " h i d d e n  power"  l o n g  b e f o r e  
h e  became t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  R e p u b l i c .  
A c c o r d i n g  t o  Husrev Sami K i z i l d o g a n ,  w r i t i n g  i n  a  
T u r k i s h  j o u r n a l  i n  1937, A t a t u r k  add ressed  a  g r o u p  
o f  c o n s p i r a t o r s  i n  S a l o n i c a  i n  1906 i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  
manner t 

" F r i e n d s ,  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  a s s e m b l i n g  you h e r e  t h i s  
e v e n i n g  i s  t h i s .  I do n o t  see t h a t  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  t e l l  you t h a t  i t  i s  a  c r i t i c a l  moment i n  t h e  l i f e  
o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  A l l  o f  you u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s .  Towards 
t h i s  u n f o r t u n a t e  c o u n t r y  we have a  so lemn d u t y .  To 
s e t  i t  f r e e  is o u r  s o l e  aim. Today Nacodonia t o g e t h e r  
w i t h  a  p o r t i o n  o f  Ruma l i  want  t o  s e p a r a t e  f rom t h e  
Yoke o f  t h e  f a t h o r l a n d ,  F o r e i g n  i n f l u e n c e  and power 
have --- p e n e t r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  c o u n t r y .  The Pad ishah 
i s  a  d e t e s t a b l e  c h a r a c t e r ,  debased by s e n s u a l i t y  
and power, who w i l l  p e r p e t r a t e  any shamefu lness .  The 
n a t i o n  i s  c r u m b l i n g  f rom i n j u s t i c e  and  t y r a n n y ,  Death  
and c o m p l e t e  d e s t r u c t i o n  a r e  t h e  l o t  o f  a  c o u n t r y  wh ich  
i s  n o t  f r e e .  L i b e r t y  i s  t h e  mother  o f  a l l  p r o g r e s s  and 
s a l v a t i o n ,  H i s t o r y  t o d a y  imposes g r e a t  bu rdens  on h e r  
c h i l d r e n .  I n  S y r i a ,  I f o u n d ~ d  a  s o c i e t y .  We commenced 
t h e  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  a b s o l u t i s m .  --- I i n v i t e  you t o  
y o u r  d u t y ,  t o  answer an e n s l a v i n g  a b s o l u t i s m  w i t h  
r e v o l u t i o n ,  and t o  o v e r t h r o w  an u n f i t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
wh ich  has  become o b s o l e t e ,  t o  cause judgement  t o  be 
passed on t h e  n a t i o n  - i n  s h o r t ,  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  f a t h e r -  
l a n d .  " 

To t h i s  one o f  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i s  s a i d  t o  have r e p l i e d 1  

"Mustapha Kemal, o u r  p r o t e c t o r ,  we s h a l l  f a l l o w  you; 
even dea th ,  t h e  hangman, mar ty rdom w i l l  n o t  t u r n  u s  
f r o m  o u r  dec i s ion - - - - ,  I* 

F o r  moro see, Ramsaur, pp; .,9Ei1&00, 



u 
b e i n g  s u s p e c t e d  o f  s e d i t i o n .  

u Here i s  an  i n t e r e s t i n g  anecdo te  q u o t e d  by Ramsaur 
f r o m  an a c c o u n t  o f  a  F rench  w r i t e r  t r a v e l l i n g  i n  
Turkey. T i r e d  o f  e x c e s s i v e  c o n s o r s h i p  o f  h i s  
a r t i c l e s ,  t h e  Frenchman f i n a l l y  s o u g h t  o u t  t h e  
D i r e c t o r  o f  Censorsh ip ,  R i f a t  Bey h i m s e l f  and asked  
h i m  what  he  was a l l o w e d  t o  w r i t e  and speak. Here 
i s  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  f o l l o w e d 8  

"You may speak o f  e v e r y t h i n g n .  
" O f  e v e r y t h i n g ? "  

" A b s o l u t e l y .  O f  e v e r y t h i n g ,  e x c e p t  you under -  
s t a n d ,  o f  crownheads, o f  f o r e i g n  governments,  
o f  ana rchy ,  o f  l i b e r t y ,  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e ,  o f  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  o f  d o m e s t i c  p o l i c y ,  
o f  r e l i g i o n ,  o f  chu rches ,  o f  mosques, o f  
Mohammed, o f  Jesus, o f  Moors, o f  t h e  P rophe ts ,  
o f  Atheism, o f  f r e e  t h o u g h t ,  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  
o f  f em in i sm,  o f  t h e  harem, o f  F a t h e r l a n d ,  o f  
n a t i o n ,  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m ,  
o f  r e p u b l i c s ,  o f  d e p u t i o s ,  o f  s e n a t o r s ,  o f  
c o n s t i t u t i o n s ,  o f  p l o t s ,  o f  bombs, o f  f l i d h a t  
Pasha, Kemal Bey, o f  S u l t a n  Nurad, o f  t h e  
C r e s c e n t ,  o f  t h e  Cross  o f  Macedonia, o f  
Armenia, o f  Reforms, o f  g rasshoppers ,  o f  t h e  
month o f  August ,  and a  few o t h o r  s u b j e c t s ,  
c o r r e s p o n d i n g  more o r  l e s s  t o  these. "  

"Good God, what rema ins?"  
"What r e m a i n s ? "  " E v e r y t h i n g .  The r a i n ,  good 
weather ,  p r o v i d e d  you do n o t  m e n t i o n  r a i n  i n  
August  o r  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  moon. You may speak o f  
dogs i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  p r o v i d e d  i t  i s  n o t  t o  demand 
t h e i r  e x t e r m i n a t i o n .  You may speak o f  t h e  a u t h o r -  
i t i e s  so l o n g  a s  you do n o t  p o i n t  abuses. You may 
speak o f  H i s  I m p e r i a l  M a j e s t y  t o  s i n g  h i s  p r a i s e s .  
I n  s h o r t ,  you  have f u l l  a n d  e n t i r e  l i b e r t y  t o  
speak wha teve r  seems good t o  you." 

If t h i s  was t h e  case, t h e n  t h e  l o t  o f  t h e  
w r i t e r s  was i n d e e d  u n e n v i a b l e .  B u t  a s  f a r  as  
R i f a t  was concerned,  one c o u l d  a r g u e  t h a t  he  
c l e a r l y  h a d  a  senso o f  humour a n d  t o  t h a t  
e x t e n t  h e  was a  most  d e s i r a b l e  p e r s o n  t o  hoad 
t h o  Depar tment  o f  Censorsh ip .  



E v e n t s  moved r a p i d l y .  U n d e r  t h e  M u r z s t e g  A g r e o m e n t s  o f  

1 9 0 3 ,  M a c e d o n i a  w a s  b e i n g  p o l i c e d  by a n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Comm,is~; ion 

C o n s t i t u t e d  o f  F r e n c h ,  I t a l i a n ,  B r i t i s h ,  R u s s i a n  a n d  A u s t r i a n  
* 

t r o o p s .  The T h i r d  Army s t a t i o n e d  i n  S a l o n i c a  t h u s  came i n t o  

u B e t w e e n  1 8 9 8  a n d  1 9 0 3  M a c e d o n i a  w a s  p l u n g e d  i n t o  
a s i t u a t i o n  o f  g e n e r a l  c h a o s .  I n  1 8 9 3 ,  a n u m b e r  
o f  B u l g a r i a n  M a c e d o n i a n s  h a d  g a t h e r e d  i n  t h e  
M a c e d o n i a n  town  o f  R e s n a  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a 
s e c r e t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  b o d y  known a s  t h e  I n t e r n a l  
M a c e d o n i a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( IMRO)  
t o  p r e p a r o  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h a t  p r o v i n c e  
f o r  a g r e a t  u p r i s i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  T u r k s  i n  o r d e r  
t o  o b t a i n  a u t o n o m y .  I M R O  o p p o s e d  t h e  p a r t i t i o n -  
i n g  o f  M a c e d o n i a ,  i n s t e a d  i t  f a v o u r e d  a S o u t h  
S l a v  f e d o r a t i o n  e m b r a c i n g  a l l  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
C h r i s t i a n  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .  W i t h i n  a f e w  y e a r s ,  
t h e  movewon t s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  M a c e d o n i a .  Men 
w e r e  t r a i n e d  a n d  arms w a r e  a c q u i r e d  i n  p r e p a r a -  
t i o n  f o r  a  mass u p r i s i n g .  I n  1 8 9 7 ,  T u r k s  d i s -  
c o v e r e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  I M R O  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  r e p r i s a l s  f o l l o w e d .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  
i n  s e l f - d e f e n c e ,  t h e  s ec re t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  was 
f o r c e d  i n t o  a s e r i e s  o f  v i o l e n t  a c t i o n s .  They  
c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n t o  b a n d s  a n d  a t t a c k e d  
T u r k i s h  t r o o p s  a n d  M u s l i m  v i l l a g e s .  Though  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  b a n d s  were t o  
f i g h t  o n  t h e  d e f e n s i v e ,  b e t w e e n  1 8 9 8  a n d  1 9 0 3 ,  
t h e y  e n g a g e d  t h e  T u r k i s h  t r o o p s  i n  m o r e  t h a n  1 3 0  
h o s t i l e  e n c o u n t e r s .  

The c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  w a v e  o f  a n a r c h y  i n  
M a c e d o n i a  was t h e  B u l g a r i a n  u p r i s i n g  o f  A u g u s t  
1 9 0 3 .  INRO a u e r i l l a s  s e i z e d  m o s t  o f  M o n a s t i r  
v i l a y e t  a n d  i h e y  p a r t i a l l y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  l i b e r a t i n g  
t h e  v i l a y e t s  o f  K o s s o v o  a n d  S a l o n i c a ,  t h u s  m o v i n g  
i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  c o m c t l e t i n a  t h e i r  v i c t o r y  i n  
M a c e d o n i a .  The u p r i s i n g ,  d e s p i t e  t h e s e  i n i t i a l  
s u c c e s s e s ,  s o o n  f o u n d e r e d  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  
e x t e r n a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  S o f i a  h a d  b e e n  c a u g h t  
u n g u a r d e d  a n d ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  s h e  was u n a b l e  t o  
p r o v i d e  a n y  o r g a n i z e d  a s s i s t a n c e .  M o r e o v e r ,  a f t e r  
t h o  e a r l y  s e t - b a c k : ,  t h e  T u r k s  p o u r e d  i n  t r o o p s  
a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  s u c c e e d e d  i n  q u e l l i n g  t h e  r e v o l t .  
The  r e p r e s s i o n  was s o  b r u t a l  t h a t  t h e y  d e s t r o y e d  
n e a r l y  2 0 0  B u l g a r i a n  v i l l a g e s  a n d  a b o u t  7 0 , 0 0 0  

c o n t i n u e d . .  . . 



p e r s o n s  w o r e  l e f t  h o m e l e s s .  

T h e s e  e v e n t s  d r e w  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
p o w e r s  a n d  o u t  o f  i t  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  M u r s t e q  proqramme 
o f  November 2 4 ,  1 9 0 3 ,  w h i c h  a i m e d  a t  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c o n t r o l  o f  M a c e d o n i o .  The programme was  d rawn u p  by 
N i c h o l a s  I 1  o f  R u s s i a  a n d  F r a n z  J o s e p h  o f  A u s t r i a  
w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t c : n c e  o f  t h e i r  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r s  C o u n t  
L a n d s d o r f f  a n d  C o u n t  G o l u c h o w s k i ,  I t  was  b a s e d  o n  
a n o t e  d e l i v e r e d  by B r i t i s h  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  L o r d  
Lansdowna on  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 0 3  t o  t h e  S u l t a n  
s u g g e s t i n g  " t h a t  t h e  p r o v i n c e  f i a c e d o n i a 7  s h o u l d  
h a v e  a C h r i s t i a n  g o v e r n o r ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  C h r i s t i a n  
a s s e s s o r s  t o  h e l p  h im if h e  were a  T u r k ,  t h a t  h i s  
g e n d a r m e r i e  s h o u l d  h a v e  C h r i s t i a n  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  
t h a t  T u r k i s h  i r r e g u l a r  f o r c e s  s h o u l d  b e  w i t h d r a w n  
f r o m  t h e  t e r r i t o r y , "  But  t h e  f i n a l  n o t e  d e l i v e r e d  
a n d  r e l u c t a n t l y  a c c e p t e d  by S u l t a n  A b d u l h a m i d  was  
a h i g h l y  w a t e r e d  down v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  M u r s t e g  
p r o p o s a l .  I t  was  d e c i d e d  t h a t  a  E u r o p e a n  s h o u l d  
command t h e  g e n d a r m e r i e  a n d  e a c h  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  was  
g i v e n  t h e  r [ l s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p o l i c e  s p e c i f i e d  a r e a s  
o f  M a c e d o n ' r ~ .  A s  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  p r o p o s a l  f o r  t h e  
w i t h d r a w a l  o f  T u r k i s h  t r o o p s ,  n o  o t h e r  g r e a t  p o w e r  
was w i l l i n g  t o  s u p p o r t  i t  w i t h  f o r c e .  The commander 
o f  t h e  f o r c e s  was  a n  I t a l i a n  w i t h  a  s e n i o r  o f f i c e r  
u n d e r  h im r e p r e s e n t i n g  e a c h  o f  t h e  p o w e r s ,  I n  
v a r i o u s  w a y s ,  t h e y  t r i e d  t o  f r u s t r a t e  e a c h  o t h e r s  
e f f o r t s .  Tho T u r k s  c l e v e r l y  p l a y e d  u p o n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  
a n i m o s i t y  a n d  managed t o  k e e p  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  
b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  i n  t h e i r  own h a n d s .  

S e e r  L, S. S t a v r i a n o s ,  The B a l k a n s  S i n c e  1 4 5 3 ,  New 
York,  1 9 6 1 ,  p p ,  519-523 ,  C h r i s t  A m a s t a s o f f ,  - The 
T r a o i c  P e n i n s u l a ,  S t ,  L o u i s ,  1 9 3 8 ,  p p ,  115-20 a n d  
F e r d i n a n d  S c h e v i l l ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  B a l k a n  P e n i n s u l a ,  
N e w  York,  1 9 6 6 ,  p p ,  435, 4 3 6 .  



c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  E u r o p e a n s  a n d  t h o  T u r k i s h  o f f i c e r s  were soon 

nu la re  o f  t h e i r  i n a d e q u a c i e s  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e i r  E u r o p o a n  

C o u n t e r p a r t s ,  The  E u r o p e a n s  l o o k e d  r e s p l e n d e n t  i n  t h e i r  

u n i f o r m s  a n d  m a n n e r s ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  T u r k s  s e e m e d  s l o v e n l y  i n  

t h e i r  s h a b b y  u n i f o r m s .  f i e n c e ,  o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  t h e y  a d m i r e d  

t h e  E u r o p e a n  o f f i c e r s ,  y e t  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e y  r e s e n t e d  

t h a t  t h e y  were b e i n g  d e p r i v e d  o f  s u c h  a m e n i t i e s t f 1 6  G h i s  

g a v e  r i se  t o  t h e  g r o w i n g  d i c h o t o m y  o f  t h e  " d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  

g e t  r i d  o f  t h e m  a l o n g  w i t h  a n  a l m o s t  p a t h o t i c  d e s i r e  t o  e m u l a t e  

,847 t h e m .  

6 s  f o r  t h e  common s o l d i e r ,  h e  was s t i l l  l o y a l  t o  t h e  

S u l t a n  a n d  n a t i o n a l i s m  was a n  i d e o l o g y  b e y o n d  h i s  c o m p r e h e n s i o n .  

Yet, c o n d i t i o n s  h a d  g rown  s o  b a d  t h a t  t h e  common s o l d i e r  was 

f i n a l l y  r e a d y  t o  r e b e l .  A n u m b e r  o f  p e t t y  m u t i n i e s  t o o k  p l a c e  

a l l  o v e r  A n a t o l i a ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h e m  w e r e  a i m e d  a t  r e t r i e v i n g  

b a ~ k - ~ a y  a n d  a l s o  f o r  . : g e n e r a l  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  l i v i n g  c o n -  

The  e x i l e s  i n  E u r o p e  came  t o  know o f  t h e  s e c r e t  s o c i e t y  

i n  S a l o n i c a  o n l y  i n  1 9 0 7  a n d  i t  was c h a n c e ,  m o r e  t h a n  a n y t h i n g  

e l s e ,  w h i c h  b r o u g h t  t h e  two  g r o u p s  t o g e t h e r .  I n  e a r l y  1 9 0 7 ,  

A b d u l h a m i d ' s  s p i e s  b e g a n  t o  s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s e c r e t  

s o c i e t y  i n  c x i s t s n c e  i n  S a l o n i c a ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  were n o t  a u ~ a r e  

4 6 .  C u n n i n g h a m ,  p .  6 6 .  

4 7 .  R a m s a u r ,  p. 118. 



o f  t h o  e x a c t  s t r o n g t h  o r  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y .  I n  March  1 9 0 7 ,  

two  members  o f  t h e  S a l o n i c a  C o m m i t t e e ,  Omer Na j i  a n d  H u s r s , v  

S a m i ,  s u s p e c t i n g  t h a t  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  s p i e s  w e r e  a f t e r  t h e m ,  f l e d  

t o  E u r o p e  i n  o r d e r  t o  e s c a p e  a r r e s t . 4 8  [;n P a r i s ,  t h e y  g o t  i n  

t o u c h  w i t h  Ahmed R i z a  a n d ,  a few m o n t h s  l a t e r ,  t h e  S a l o n i c a  

C o m m i t t e e  me;ged w i t h  t h e  P a r i s  g r o u p .  The f o r m e r  j o i n e d  t h e  

Riza f a c t i o n ,  i n s t e a d  o f  S a b a h e d d i n ,  a s  t h e y  were m o r e  i n c l i n e d  

t o w a r d s  t h e  c e n t r a l i z i n g  p o l i c i e s  o f  Ahmed Riza r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

d e c e n t r a l i z i n g  e f f o r t s  o f  ~ a b a h e d d i d  The m e r g e r  o f  t h e  two  

f a c t i o n s  was a c h i e v e d  n o t  w i t h o u t  d i f f i c u l t y .  The  S a l o n i c a  

C o m m i t t e e ' s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  u s e  v i o l e n c e  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  S u l -  

t a n ' s  a b s o l u t i s m  s t o o d  i n  t h e  way o f  R i z a e s  p o s i t i v i s m .  

F i n a l l y ,  Riza  w a s  p e r s u a d e d  t o  s a c r i f i c e  h i s  p r i n c i p l e s  f o r  

t h e  o v e r a l l  g o o d  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  

S e p t e m b e r  1 9 0 7 ,  a  d o c u m e n t  was r e l e a s e d  i n  w h i c h  t h e  

n e w l y  constituted C o m m i t t e e  o f  U n i o n  a n d  P r o g r e s s  ( c . u . P . ) ,  a 

name a d o p t e d  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  i ts  p r e d e c e s s o r ,  o u t l i n e d  i t s  

i n t e n t i o n s  t 

"The ' O s m a n l i  T e r a k k i  Ve I t t i h a d  S o c i e t y '  ( o t t o m a n  
S o c i e t y  o f  U n i o n  a n d  p r o g r e s s )  w i t h  i t s  c e n t e r  i n  
P a r i s  a n d  t h e  ' O s m a n l i  H u r r i y e t  S o c i e t y '  ( O t t o m a n  
F r e e d o m  s o c i e t y )  w i t h  i t s  c e n t r e  i n  S a l o n i k a  h a v e  
u n i t e d  u n d e r  t h e  name o f  t h e  ' O s m a n l i  T e r a k k i  Ve 
I t t i h a d  C e m i y e t i '  a s  f r o m  ----- 27  S e p t e m b e r  1907 
w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t i p u l a t i o n s  r 



Ar t i c l e  1 - T h e  S o c i e t y  s h a l l  h a v e  two h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
t h e  o n e  b o i n q  i n t e r n a l  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  e x t e r n a l .  Of 
t h e s e  t h e  o x t e r n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i l l  b e  i n  P a r i s ,  
a n d  t h e  i n t e r n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i l l  b e  t h a t  now 
l o c a t e d  i n  S a l o n i k a ,  a n d  t h e  t w o  c e n t r e s  w i l l  h a v e  
s e p a r a t e  c h i e f s .  

T - r r t i c l e  2 - The f u n d a m e n t a l  p u r p o s e  b e i n g  t o  b r i n g  
' I n t o  f o r c o  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  N i d h a t  

P a s h a  p u b l i s h e d  i n  1 2 9 2  iF8767,  t h e  S o c i e t y ,  i n  
o r d e r  t o  a t t a i n  t h i s  g o a  wirl h a v e  two  s e p a r a t e  
s e t s  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  a t  home a n d  a b r o a d ,  t a k i n g  
i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  l o c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  t e n d e n c i e s  
a n d  d e f i n i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l 4  
A r t i c o  3 - n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s ,  t h e  
h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  n o  matter how i n d e p e n d e n t ,  a r e  r e q u i r e d  
t o  a i d  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  c a s e  o f  n e c e s s i t y .  
A r t i c l e  4 - The i n t e r n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  d e e m i n g  d i r e c t  
commundcat ions  i n a d v i s a b l e ,  b r a n c h e s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  
w i t h i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i l l ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o r r e s p o n d  by 
m e a n s  o f  P a r i s  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  
i n t e r n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
A r t i c l e  5 - The e x t e r n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  w i l l ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  b e i n g  t h e  h e a d  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  b r a n c h e s  a b r o a d ,  f u l f i l  
t h e  d u t y  o f  r e p r e :  . n t i n g  t h e  S o c i e t y  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  
w o r l d ,  R e l a t i o n  w i t h  f o r e i g n  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  p r e s s  
a r e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  e x t e r n z l  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
a n d  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  i n t e r n a l  u n d e r t a k i n g s  a n d  
a c t i v i t i e s  is  e n t i r e l y  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  
A r t i c l e  6 - T h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a r e  e m p o w e r e d  t o  m o d i f y  
onc. and'nothers o p e r a t i o n s  o n l y  t h r o u g h  p e r s u a s i o n .  
A r t i c l e  7 - The S o c i e t y ' s  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  p u b l i c  d i s -  
s e m i n a t i o n  a t  t h e  moment  a r e  t h e  T u r k i s h  ' S u r a y i  U m m e t '  
a n d  t h e  F r e n c h  ' N c s v e r e t '  n e w s p a p e r s .  ~ o g e t h e r  w i t h  
a i d  a n d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  i n t e r n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  t h e  
?Suray i  Urnrnott p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  f o r e i g n  h e a d q u a r t e r s  
a n d  i n  a l l  T u r k i s h  p u b l i c a t i o n s  t h e  e x t e r n a l  h e a d -  
q u a r t e r s  is r e q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  i n t o  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  t o  s h a r e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h  t h e  
i n t e r n a l  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  

1 4  S e p t e m b e r  1323---  
O s m a n l i  T e r a k k i  Ve I t t i h a d  C e m i y e t i  
I n t e r n a l  a n d  E x t e r n a l  A f f a i r s  O f f i c i a l  

Dr. B a h a e d d i n  L q h a k i f l  1149 

49 ,  I b i d . ,  pp. 1 2 3 ,  1 2 4 .  



Thus  t h e  u n i o n  o f  t h e  t u ~ o  g r o u p s  was  e f f e c t e d  a n d  i t  was  

c l e a r  f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h a t  t h e  S a l o n i c a  C o m m i t t e e  d i d  n o t  

w a n t  a n y  m e d d l i n g  i n  i t s  i n t e r n a l  a f f a i r s  by t h e  P a r i s  g r o u p .  

The M a c h v e r e t  was  a l l o w e d  t o  p u r s u e  i t s  own p o l i c i e s  o n  

e x t e r n a l  a f f a i r s ,  b u t  on a l l  i n t e r n a l  q u e s t i o n s  i t  h a d  t o  

c o n s u l t  t h o  S a l o n i c a  C o m m i t t e e  f i r s t .  

M e a n w ~ h i l e ,  u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  o f  t h e  Armenian  N a t i o n a l i s t  

S o c i e t y ,  t h e  D a s h n a ~ t z o u t i a n ,  a n o t h e r  c o n g r e s s  was  c o n v e n e d  a t  

P a r i s  i n  December ,  1 9 0 7 ,  Bo th  t h e  R i z a  a n d  S a b a h e d d i n  f a c t i o n s  

p r e s e n t e d  t h o m s e l v e s  a t  t h i s  c o n g r e s s .  T h e o r y  a n d  i d e o l o g y  

p l a y e d  o n l y  a  s e c o n d a r y  r o l e  on  t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,  a s  t h o  p a r t i c i -  

p a n t s  u n a n i m o u s l y  f e l t  t h a t  some c o n c e r t e d  a c t i o n  was  n e c e s s a r y ,  

i f  t h e y  w e r e  t o  s a v e  t h e  E m p i r e  f r o m  A b d u l h a m i d ' s  m i s r u l e .  F o r  

t h e  s a k e  o f  u n i t y ,  t h e  T u r k s  a n d  A r m e n i a n s  c o m p r o m i s e d  a n d  

t h e  C o n g r e s s  made a l i s t  o f  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  g e a r e d  

t o  f i g h t  H a m i d i a n  d e s p o t i s m .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  r 

"1) a r m e d  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  a c t s  o f  o p p r e s s i o n ;  
2 )  u n a r m e d  r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  p o l i t i c a l  
a n d  e c o n o m i c  s t r i k e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  s t r i k e s  by 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  t h e  p o l i c e ;  3 )  p a s s i v e  
r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  r e f u s a l  t o  p a y  t a x e s ;  
4 )  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  p r o p a g a n d a  i n  t h e  a rmy - 
p r o p a g a n d a  i n v i t i n g  t h e  s o l d i e r s  t o  r e f u s e  t o  
march  a g a i n s t  t h e  p e o p l e  o r  a g a i n s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
g r o u p s ;  5 )  g e n e r a l  i n s u r r e c t i o n  i f  n e c e s s a r y !  
6 )  s u c h  o t h e r  means  o f  a c t i o n  a s  m i g h t  b e  i m p o s o d  
by c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  "50 

50. I b i d . ,  p p ,  1 2 6 ,  1 2 7 .  



C e r t a i n l y ,  n o t  a l l  t h e  d i s c o n t e n t e d  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  

E m p i r e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 0 7  c o n g r e s s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  I 

t w o  A r m e n i s n  q r o u p s ,  t h e  H u n c h a k s  a n d  t h e  A r r n e n i s t s  ( s e e  

C h a p t e r  V I ) ,  d i d  n o t  p a r t i c i p a t e ,  n o r  d i d  t h e  A l b a n i a n s  o r  t h e  

G r e e k s  s e n d  a n y  o f  t h e i r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  d e s p i t e  

t h e  t e m p o r a r y  t r u c e  a t  t h e  c o n g r e s s ,  t h e  c l e a v a g e  b e t w e e n  Riza 

a n d  S a b a h e d d i n  was w i d e n i n g .  Riza s t i l l  h e l d  f a s t  t o  t h e  v i e w  

t h a t  S a b a h e d d i n ' s  i d e a s  o f  d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  w o u l d  be t h e  

u l t i m a t e  r u i n  o f  T u r k e y .  

F n y w a y ,  i n  a c t u a l  f a c t ,  t h e  P a r i s  C o n g r e s s  o f  D e c e m b e r  

1 9 0 7  h a d  l i t t l e  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  Young T u r k  

R e v o l u t i o n .  I n i t i a t i v e  now was v e r y  d e f i n i t e l y  i n  t h e  h a n d s  

o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  U n i o n  a n d  P r o g r e s s  i n  S a l o n i c a  a n d  t h e y  

were h a r d l y  c o n c e r n o d  w i t h  t h e  b i c k e r i n g s  o f  t h e  LmigreOs, s o  

l o n g  a s  i t  d i d  n o t  d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t  t hem.  B e f o r e  m o v i n g  o n  t o  

d i s c u s s  t h e  a c t u a l  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  r e v a l t  i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  

c h a p t e r ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  e m p h a s i s e d  a g a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  n e v e r  was a n y  

r e a l  c o o r d i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  f l e c h v e r e t  g r o u p  i n  P a r i s  a n d  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  i n  S a l o n i c a .  Ahmed R i t a ' s  l a t e r  a s c e n d a n c y  t o  t h e  

P r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  c h a m b e r  was more i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h i s  

u n t i r i n g  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  A b d u l h a m i d  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  a n y  a c t u a l  

r o l e  h e  p l a y e d  i n  t h e  Young T u r k  R e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 0 8 .  When i t  A 
o c c u r r e d ,  Riza was t a k e n  a s  much by s u r p r i s e  a s  m o s t  p e o p l e  i n  

T u r k e y  a n d  a b r o a d .  





CHAPTER I 1  

OUTBREAK OF THE REVOLT 

The young Turk r e v o l u t i o n  o f  J u l y  1908 was a l l e g e d l y  

p l anned  f o r  t h e  autumn o f  1909, b u t  t h e  f e a r  o f  f u r t h e r  

f o r e i g n  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  Nacedonia and t h e  a c t i v e  campaign 

a g a i n s t  t h e  D m m i t t e e  o f  u n i o n  and Progress  by t h e  p a l a c e  

i n  e a r l y  1908, p r e c i p i t a t e d  an e a r l i e r  r e v o l t . '  As a  

r e s u l t ,  i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  s e c r e t  mee t ings  h e l d  i n  may 1908, 

t h e  d e c i s i o n  was t a k e n  t o  s t r i k e  e a r l i e r  i n  o r d e r  t o  

a v o i d  supp ress i on  o f  t h e  movement and a l s o  t o  c o n v i n c e  

t h e  powers o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  p o w e r f u l  g roup w i t h i n  

t h e  Empi re  wh ich  was capab le  o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  r e a l  r e f o r m s  

i n  Naced'nia? W i t h  t h i s  i n  v i ew  t h e  Committee drew up a  

m a n i f e s t o  and m a i l e d  i t  t o  a l l  t h e  ma jo r  European c a b i n e t s ,  

The document was a l s o  p o s t e d  i n  t h e  f o r e i g n  p o s t  o f f i c e s  

i n  ~ a l a n i c a . '  I t  c a l l e d  f o r  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  powers 

1 K n i g h t ,  E ,  F. Awakeninq o f  Turkey:  The T u r k i s h  
R e v o l u t i o n  o f  1908, O r i e n t a l  Ser ies ,  Vol.  X X I ,  
Boston, 1920, p, 118, 

2 I b i d . ,  p.  119. 
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t o  r e f r a i n  f rom e f f o r t s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  r e f o r m s  i n  Macedonia 

as i n  t h e  p a s t  such a t t e m p t s  had a lways met w i t h  de fea t .  I 

I n s t e a d  o f  a l l e v i a t i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  macedonians, t h e  

man i f es to  c la imed,  i t  had o n l y  worsened m a t t e r s  f o r  t h e  

l o c a l  populace.  

nWe a r e  t o l d  t h a t  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  European 
re fo rms i s  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  happiness o f  
Macedonia, i n  answer t o  which we a s s e r t  
t h a t  Europe, i n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  h e r  e f f o r t s ,  
has been unab le  t o  a t t a i n  t h i s  o b j e c t  
and never  w i l l  a t t a i n  i t. ---- The 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  has been u s e l e s s  f o r  
Europeans, i n j u r i o u s  t o  t h e  Ottomans, 
The Great  Powers themselves adm i t  t h e  
f a i l u r e  o f  t h e  meariuros adopted by them, 
and y e t  now, Europs, i n s t e a d  o f  honour- 
a b l y  w i t h d r a w i n g  f rom t h i s  business,  i s ,  
so  i t  appears, about  t o  make Macedonia 
t h e  arena o f  y e t  f u r t h e r  exper iments ,  ---- we Nussulmans and c h r i s t i a n s ,  
u n i t e d  under the name o f  t h e  Ottoman 
commit tee o f  Un ion and Progress,  n o t  
i n f l u e n c t - d  by n a t i o n a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  f ana t -  
i c i s m ,  a r e  wo rk i ng  t o g e t h e r  t o  d e l i v e r  
o u r  c o u n t r y  f rom f o r e i g n  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  
and t o  o b t a i n  o u r  p e r s o n a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
l i b e r t y  f rom t h e  e x i s t i n g  Government, 
We p o s i t i v e l y  a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  p l a n s  o f  
Eng land and Russ ia  would sever  Macedonia 
f rom t h e  Ottoman Empire, We t h e r e f o r e  
canno t  accep t  these  proposed measures, 
wh ich would l e a d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  r u i n  o f  
t h e  Empire and a r e  opposed t o  j u s t i c e  
and c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  We a r e  de te rmined  t o  
employ a l l  means t o  o b t a i n  o u r  n a t u r a l  
r i g h t s O m 4  



The m a n i f e s t o  a l s o  a c c u s e d  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t s  o f  

Greece, B u l g a r i a  a n d  S e r b i a  o f  c o n s c i o u s l y  f o m e n t i n g  

t r o u b l e  i n  f l a c e d o n i a  t o  a t t a i n  t h e i r  own a n n e x a t i o n i s t  

e n d s .  As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  b a n d s  were r o a m i n g  a l l  

o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y s i d e  w i t h  t h e  s o l e  aim o f  k e e p i n g  t h e  

p r o v i n c e  i n  a c o n t i n u a l  s t a t e  o f  c h a o s  a n d  t h e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  

of t h e  p o w e r s  o n l y  h e l p e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  a n a r c h y .  D e s p i t e  

t h e  g e n u i n e n e s s  o f  t h e  g r i e v a n c e s ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  a d d e d  i n  

d e f e n c e  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  t h a t  much o f  t h e  r e f o r m  e f f o r t s  i n  

m a c e d o n i a  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  o f  T u r k i s h  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  

i d e a ,  The l a t t e r  i n c l i n e d  t o  l o o k  u p o n  t h e s e  a t t e m p t s  

a t  r e f o r m s  a s  a  C h r i s t i a n  c o n s p i r a c y  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  

M u s l i m s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  a n d  t h e  i n t r i g u e s  o f  t h e  n e i g h b o u r -  

i n g  B a l k a n  g o v e r n m e n t s  g a v e  f u r t h e r  s u b s t a n c e  t o  t h e i r  

c o n v i c t i o n s .  

B e i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Eommi t t ee  

of  U n i o n  a n d  P r o g r e s s  w i t h i n  N a c e d o n i a ,  t h i s  was a  v e r y  

i n t e r e s t i n g  d o c u m e n t ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y  by 

a n y  o f  t h e  E u r o p e a n  p o w e r s ,  T h e r e  were n u m e r o u s  r e a s o n s  

f o r  t h i s .  The C o m m i t t e e  was s u s p e c t e d  o f  b e i n g  weak a n d  

few i n  n u m b e r s  a n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  i t  was  e m b a r r a s s i n g  f o r  

e x i s t i n g  g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  h o l d  r e g u l a r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  

a g r o u p  t h a t  was d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  t a s k  o f  o v e r t h r o w i n g  a  

l e g i t i m a t e  g o v e r n m e n t .  The m a n i f e s t o  was  p u b l i s h e d  i n  a 

few E u r o p e a n  n e w s f r a p e r s  w i t h  l i t t l e  comment ,  5 

5. I b i d . ,  p ,  1 2 2 ,  



Soon a f t e r  t h e  Commi t tee 's  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a n i f e s t o ,  

t h e  Reva l  m e e t i n g  o f  June 10, 1908 botween Edward V I I  and  
* 

N i c h o l a s  I 1  t o o k  p l a c e .  I n  a  j o i n t  communique t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  

t o o k  t h e  p l e d g e  t o  work c l o s e l y  i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  r e f o r m s  i n  Nace- 

d o n i a ,  b u t  no  s p e c i f i c  r e f o r m  scheme was p r o p o s e d O 6  I n  t h e  O t to -  

man Emp i re  t h i s  m e e t i n g  was i n t e r p r e t e d  as  a  s i n i s t e r  p r e l u d e  t o  

t h e  f i n a l  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  E a s t e r n  q u e s t i o n ,  I t  was, pe rhaps ,  

f r e s h  i n  t h e i r  memory t h a t  an Anglo-Russian e n t e n t e  had  been 

c o n c l u d e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  w i t h  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p r o v i s i o n s  

made r e g a r d i n g  A f q h a n i s t a n ,  P e r s i a  and T i b e t ,  I n  Europe, 

t h e  Reva l  m e e t i n g  was seen as t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  s p a r k e d  o f f  

t h e  r e v o l u t i o n e 7  T h i s  was because few Europeans were aufare 

o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a  Commit tee o f  U n i o n  and P r o g r e s s  i n  

Macedonia o r  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  Empire,  "They n o t i c e d  t h a t  

* A f t e r  t h e  e n t e n t e s  o f  1904 and 1907 w i t h  F rance  and Russ ia ,  

G r e a t  P r l t a i n  was once a g a i n  r e a d y  t o  g r a p p l e  w i t h  t h e  
Macedo, i a n  p rob lem.  Throuqh t h e  agreement  o f  1904, F rance  
r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  E g y p t  and t h e  B r i t i s h  
i n  r e t u r n  a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  l e a d i n g  p o s i t i o n  o f  F rance  
i n  Morocco. Tho Ang lo-Russ ian  e n t e n t e  c r e a t e d  a Russ ian  
sphere  o f  i n f l u e n c e  i n  N o r t h e r n  P e r s i a  and  t h e  Russ ians  
r e c o g n i z e d  Grea t  B r i t a i n ' s  supremacy i n  t h e  s o u t h - o a s t e r n  
p a r t  o f  t h a t  c o u n t r y .  B r i t a i n ' s  p redominance i n  A fqhan i -  
s t a n  was a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  and b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  a g r e e d  upon 
t h e  n e u t r a l i z a t i o n  o f  T i b e t .  I n  March, 1908, t h e  B r i t i s h  
F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  Edward Grey, p roposed  t h a t  i n  f u t u r e  
t h e  I n s p e c t o r - G e n e r a l  o f  Macedonia, t h r o u a h  a  T u r k i s h  sub- 
j e c t ,  s h o u l d  have t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  powers b e f o r e  h i s  
a p p o i n t m e n t .  Grey a l s o  p roposed  t h a t  t h e  I n s p e c t o r - G e n e r a l  
be a s s i q n e d  a  number o f  European o f f i c e r s  t o  a s s i s t  h i m  i n  
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  and t h a t  t h e s e  o f f i c e r s  
be p a i d  f rom t h o  revor lues o f  t h o  p r o v i n c e .  The p r o p o s a l s  
were a c c e p t e d  by France and  Russ ia  a f t e r  a  c e r t a i n  amount 
o f  h e s i t a t i o n ,  A t  t h e  Reva l  m e e t i n g  o f  June 1908, Grey 's  
Macedonian p r o p o s a l s  were d i s c u s s ~ d  by  t h e  two Emporors and 
t h e i r  a d v i s e r s  and i t  was l a t ~ r  p roduced  a s  t h e  I s v o l s k y -  
H a r d i n q e  p r o j e c t  o f  r e f o r m ,  named a f t e r  t h e  R u s s i a n  F o r o i g n  
M i n i s t e r  and t h e  B r i t i s h  u n d e r - s e c r e t a r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  

6 . Ahrnad, Fe roz .  Tha Youno T u r k s :  The Cornmitten o f  U n i o n  and 
P r o q r o s s  i n  T u r k i s h  C J o l i t l c s  LYm - 1'114 , D x r o r d ,  I Y b Y ,  p a  2. 

7 I b i d . ,  p. 3 .  8. I b i d .  
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t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  o u t b u r s t s  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  R e v a l  

m e e t i n g  a n d  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  was d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  l a t t e r .  "9 Wi th  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a t  o u r  d i s p o s a l  a t  

p r e s e n t  we c a n  o n l y  s a y  t h a t  t h e  R e v a l  m e e t i n g  p r o v i d e d  a 

f u r t h e r  i m p e t u s  f o r  t h e  r e b e l s  t o  s t r i k e  e a r l y  a n d  f a s t .  

I t  a l s o  g a v e  them a g r e a t e r  s e n s e  o f  u r g e n c y  t o  s t r i k e  

a n d  i n t r o d u c e  r e f o r m s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  b e f o r e  t h e  p o w e r s  

d i d  s o .  1 0  

I n  e a r l y  1 9 0 8 ,  t h e  P a l a c e  became  e x c e e d i n g l y  w o r r i e d  

by r e p o r t s  a r r i v i n g  f r o m  g a r r i s o n s  i n  m a c e d o n i a .  T u r k s  

i n  t h e  Ot toman  Ernp i r~3  were u s e d  t o  p a y  b e i n g  i n  a r r ea r s ,  

l a c k  of r a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  s c a r c i t y  b u t  d u e  t o  t h e  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  y o u n g e r  o f f i c e r s ,  many o f  whom were members  

o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  d i s a f f e c t i o n  h a d  a l r e a d y  

b e e n  s p r e a d  among t h e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e ,  T h i s  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  

F e b r u a r y  i n  t h e  r e f u s a l  o f  a number  o f  r e s e r v i s t s  i n  

m a c e d o n i a  t o  o b e y  a c a l l  f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  d i s t a n t  Hi jaz .  11 

T h i s  w o r r i e d  t h e  s u l t a n  t o  s u c h  a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  i n  march  h e  

d e s p a t c h e d  a c o m m i s s i o n  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t o  S a l o n i c a ,  

u n d e r  I s m a i l  M a h i r  P a s h a ,  a p a l a c e  f a v o u r i t e ,  t o  r e p o r t  t o  

9 . I b i d .  

1 0 .  I b i d *  

11. B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u n e  22 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  D o c u m e n t s  
o f  B r i t i s h  F o r o i q n  Office S e r i e s  ( F .  0. h , e r e a f t e r )  
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h im d i r e c t l y  o n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  M a c e d o n i a n  g a r r i s o n s .  

D e s p i t e  n u m e r o u s  d e n u n c i a t i o n s  a n d  a r res t s ,  M a h i r  f a i l e d  

t o  b r e a k  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e .  

Yet h e  w a s  a b l e  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  s u l t a n  a c c u r a t e l y  a b o u t  

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a d e d i c a t e d  g r o u p  o f  c o n s p i r a t o r s  i n  t h e  

g a r r i s o n s  o f  m a c e d o n i a  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  down- 

f a l l .  The c o m m i s s i o n  was u n a b l e  t o  d o  much a b o u t  t h e  

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  Army, o t h e r  t h a n  t o  s u g g e s t  t o  t h e  

S u l t a n  t o  r i n g  t h e  g a r r i s o n s  w i t h  s p i e s .  A b d u l h a m i d  

p r o m p t l y  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  p o l i c y  a n d  by J u n e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

number  of  p a l a c e  s p i e s  were moving  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  b e t w e e n  

t h e  ma in  c e n t r e s  o f  M a c e d o n i a  a n d  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  I t  was 

c u r i o u s  t h a t  t h e  S u l t a n  a d o p t e d  s u c h  a weak p o l i c y .  I t  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  more  e f f e c t i v e ,  i f  h e  h a d  s w i t c h e d  g a r r i s o n s  

o r  r e c a l l e d  c e r t a i n  o f f i c e r s ,  b u t ,  p e r h a p s ,  t h i s  was d u e  t o  

h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  i m m i n e n c e  o f  a r e v o l t .  

m e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  t h e  army c o n t i n u e d  

u n a b c t e d .  On J u n e  8,  1 9 0 8  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  8 8 t h  B r i g a d e ,  

a u n i t  o f  I1 Army C o r p s  o f  A d r i a n o p l e ,  s t a t i o n e d  a t  K i r j a l i ,  

s e n t  a t e l e g r a m ,  s i g n e d  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  t o  t h e  S u l t a n  t h r e a t e n -  

i n g  t o  c r o s s  o v e r  t h e  f r o n t i e r  i n t o  B u l g a r i a  u n l e s s  t h e i r  

s a l a r i e s  were p a i d  p r o m p t l y  a n d  u n t i l  s u c h  time t h e y  r e f u s e d  

t o  d o  t h e i r  d u t y .  l2 The demand,  t h e  f i r s t  of  i t s  k i n d  by 

1 2  . C o n s u l  S a m s u , ~  t o  B a r c l a y ,  A d r i a n o p l e ,  J u n e  8 ,  1 9 0 8 .  
E n c l o s u r e  i n  B ~ r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u n e  1 2 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F ,  0. 371 /544 ,  No, 3 3 0 .  



Wacedonion o f f i c e r s  as  an open show o f  f r u s t r a t f o n  a g a i n s t  

t h e  Su l t an ,  c e r t a i n l y  s e t  a  p receden t  d u r i n g  t h e  ensu ing  

uesks f o r  o t h e r s  t o  f o l l o w .  Abdulhamid t r i e d  t o  r e a s s e r t  

h i s  a u t h o r i t y  by w i t h h o l d i n g  p romo t i ons  t o  t h e  mut inous  

o f f i c e r s  and by p l a c i n g  h i s  own henchmen i n  key  p o s i t i o n s .  

T h i s  speeded up t h e  r e s i s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  Su l t an .  The 

d i s a f f e c t i o n  soon sp read  t o  most o f  t h e  g a r r i s o n s  o f  t h e  

I1 Army Corps b o t h  i n  A d r i a n o p l e  as  w e l l  a s  t h e  o u t l y i n g  

v i l a y e t s .  13 

The Committee was c e r t a i n l y  a la rmed  by t h e  i n f i l -  

t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  g a r r i s o n s  by p a l a c e  s p i e s .  I n  mid-Nay, 

t h e y  gave a  s t e r n  wa rn i ng  t h a t  anyone known t o  be wo rk i ng  

f o r  t h e  p a l a c e  wou ld  g e t  h a r s h  t r e a t m e n t  from t h e  Commit tee 

and w i t h i n  weeks t h e y  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h e i r  t h r e a t .  On June 

11, an a t t e m p t  was made on t h e  l i f e  o f  Nazim Bey t h e  

ncommandant de p l a c e n  and one o f  t h e  Su l t an ' s  c h i e f  s p i e s  

i n  macedon i a  . l4 I n  February ,  abou t  t e n  o r  t w e l v e  s u b a l t e r n s  

had been a r r e s t e d  f o r  s e d i t i o n  and i t  was g e n e r a l l y  known 

13. B a r c l a y  t o  Grey, Therap ia ,  J u l y  11, 1908, i n  F. 0. 
371/544, No. 380. 

14. Consu l -Genera l  Lamb t o  Ba rc l ay ,  Sa lon ica ,  June 12, 
1908, e n c l o s u r e  i n  B a r c l a y  t o  Grey, C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  
June 23, 1908, i n  F. 0. 371/544, No. 353. 



t h a t  Nazim Bey had conducted an e n q u i r y  on beha l f  o f  t h e  

palace.15 N, t i m  a l s o  waged a  p e r s o n a l  f e u d  w i t h  t h e  I 

p o p u l a r  commander- in-chief,  Essad Pasha, o f  t h e  T h i r d  

Army Corps i n  Sa lon ica.  Essad t r i e d  t o  stem t h e  t i d e  o f  

c o r r u p t i o n  and nepo t i sm t h a t  dominated t h e  T h i r d  Army and 

he even removed some o f  t h e  more b l a t a n t  o f f e n d e r s .  I n  

t h e  p rocess  he had come i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  Nazim and o t h e r  

f o r c i i s  of  r e a c t i o n  '16 The a s s a s s i n a t i o n  a t t e m p t  upon Nazim 

Bey was under taken  a t  a  t i m e  when he was c o n t e m p l a t i n g  

ano the r  t r i p  t o  Cons tan t i nop le .  The C:ommittee suspectad 

t h a t  Nazim8s v i s i t  t o  t h o  S u l t a n  would be f o l l o w e d  by more 

denunc ia t i ons  and a r r e s t s  and, pexhaps, even by t h e  r e c a l l  

* 
o f  Essad Pasha. UnFo r tuna to l y  f o r  t h e  r e b e l s ,  t hey  o n l y  

managed t o  wor ~d  Nazim s l i g h t l y  and, consequent ly ,  he  was 

a b l e  t o  l e a v e  f o r  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t h e  v e r y  n e x t  morning.18 

Nazim o b v i o u s l y  had no i deas  o f  returning f fomCons tan t inop le  

15. I b i d .  

16. Moore, A r thu r ,  The O r i e n t  Express, London, 1914, pp, 
203, 204. 

17. Lamb t o  Barc lay ,  Sa lon ica,  June 12, 1908 enc losu re  i n  
Ba rc l ay  t o  Grey, C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  June 23, 1908, i n  
F. 0. 371/544, No. 353, 

4 t  I t  shou ld  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  a f t e r  t h e  ou tb reak  o f  
t h e  r e v o l t  on J u l y  3, Essad and h i s  c h i e f  o f  s t a f f ,  
A l i  R i t a  Pasha, were r e c a l l e d  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  and 
r e p l a ~ - ~ ~ d  by Nush i r  I b rah im  Pasha, a pa lace  suppo r te r ,  
as  t h o  commander o f  t h e  T h i r d  Army, 

18 , I b i d ,  



and f o l l o w  h im  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l . 1 9  A man p u r p o r t e d  t o  be h i s  

a s s a i l a n t  was a r r e s t e d  a  few days l a t e r ,  but ,  t h e  day a f t e r  t h e  

a r r e s t ,  he d isappeared  w i t h  h i s  p r i s o n  guard. It was g e n e r a l l y  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  a t t e m p t  on Nazimos l i f e  was made by an o f f i c e r  

be long ing  t o  t h e  group o f  d i s c o n t e n t e d  o f f i c e r s .  " 

19, Ib id , ,  enc losu re  2 .  

* Accord ing  t o  A r t h u r  Rloore, Nazirn was t h e  b r o t h e r - i n - l a w  o f  
Enver Bey, t h e  young hero  o f  t h e  1908 r e v o l u t i o n ,  The fo rmer  
was m a r r i e d  t o  Enver 's  s i s t e r .  She knew from h e r  b r o t h e r  t h a t  
h e r  husband was go ing  t o  be assass inated,  and b e i n g  an a r d e n t  
commi t tee suppo r te r ,  she was supposed t o  have a s s i s t e d  t h e  
assass in ,  by keep ing  t h e  d i n i n g  room window o f  h e r  r e s i d e n c e  
opon. I n  Moore's own words: 

"She o f f e r e d  t o  a s s i s t  t h e  murderer  i n  h i s  t ask ,  and on June 
11th .  t h e  day o f  t h e  V a l i s '  f e t e  a t  Sa lon ica,  an assass in  s t o l e  
t o  t h e  window o f  t h e  room i n  which Nazim Bey s a t  d i n i n g  w i t h  
h i s  w i fe .  The l a t t e r  had c a r e f u l l y  l e f t  t h e  c u r t a i n s  undrawn, 
so t h a t  a  c l e a r  v iew c o u l d  be ob ta ined ,  and had p l a c e d  a  
s t r o n g  l i g h t  beh ind  h e r  husband. I n  t h i s  w i se  husband and 
w i f e  s a t  and dined,  he t a l k e d  i n  h i g h  good-humour, a l l  un- 
consc ious  t h a t  she who s a t  o p p o s i t e  h im was w a i t i n g  f o r  h i s  
dea th  w i t h  an e x p e c t a t i o n  which grew t e n s e r  as  t h e  moments 
rushed  on, Suddenly a  s h o t  r ang  ou t ,  which may w e l l  be c a l l e d  
t h e  f i r s t  i n  t h e  Young Turk Revo lu t ion .  The would-be assass in  
missed h i s  aim, and Nazim was b u t  s l i g h t l y  wounded, There was 
a  s t i r  o f  s e n t r i e s  and t h e  a l a r m  was immed ia te ly  g iven ,  b u t  
t h e  c o n s p i r a t o r  escaped," 

moore e l l e g e d l y  o b t a i n e d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f rom Enver h i m s e l f  
i n  1910. 

There i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  ev idence  t h a t  Enver was exagge ra t i ng  
h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  a t t e m p t  and he seems t o  have 
found  an e x c e l l e n t  b a i t  i n  M r ,  Noore. For  i ns tance ,  i n  t h e  
d i spa t ches  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Consul-General,  Cha r l es  Lamb, i n  
Sa lon i ca  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  a t t emp t ,  no ment ion  was eve r  made of' 
Enve ros  s i s t e r ,  Also, a c c o r d i n g  t o  Lamb, a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  
a t t e m p t  on h i s  l i f e ,  Nazim was i n  t h e  company o f  ano the r  
o f f i c e r ,  The l a t t e r  was wounded more s e r i o u s l y .  

For  . m o r e .  on t h i s  see 1 A r t h u r  Moore, O r i e n t  Express, 
b p ,  204-206; , . . 



On h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l  Nazim g a v e  a l a r m i n g  

r o p o r t s  t o  t h e  S u l t a n  a n d  a s e c o n d  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  i n q u i r y  

u n d e r  I s m a i l  m a h i r  P a s h a  was s e n t  t o  S a l o n i c a  o n  J u n e  20 .  

The o s t e n s i b l e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  m i s s i o n  was t o  i n s p e c t  

a r s e n a l s  a n d  m i l i t a r y  s t o r e s  i n  t h e  T h i r d  Army, b u t  i n  

a c t u a l i t y  i t  was a n o t h e r  o n e  o f  A b d u l h a m i d ' s  s p y  m i s s i o n s .  2 0  

Soon a f t e r  m a h i r  P a s h a v s  a r r i v a l  i n  S a l o n i c a ,  E s s a d  P a s h a ,  

t h e  Commander- in-Chief  o f  t h e  T h i r d  Army, a n d  h i s  c h i e f  o f  

s t a f f ,  A l i  Riza P a s h a ,  were r e c a l l e d  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a n d  

t h e  f o r m e r  w a s  r e p l a c e d  by m u s h i r  I b r a h i m  P a s h a ,  a p a l a c e  

s u p p o r t e r  a n d  p r e v i o u s l y  i n  command o f  t h e  N i n t h  D i v i s i o n  

i n  S e r r e s ,  a s  t h e  Commander- in-Chief  o f  t h e  T h i r d  Army, 

M a h i r  h e l d  E s s a d  a n d  h i s  c h i e f  -of - s t a f f  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

t h e  s a d  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  T h i r d  Army a n d  h e  h a d  l i t t l e  

t r o u b l e  i n  c o n v i n c i n g  A b d u l h a m i d  o f  h i s  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  I n  

t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  m a h i r  came i n t o  c o n f l i c t  

w i t h  H i l m i  P a s h a ,  t h e  I n s p e c t o r - G e n e r a l  of  m a c e d o n i a ,  a n d  

a t  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a t t e r  h e  was  r e c a l l e d  t o  t h e  

c a p i t a l  i n  e a r l y  J u l y .  Not h a v i n g  r e a l l y  d i s c o v e r e d  a n y -  

t h i n g  new a b o u t  t h e  s ec re t  s o c i e t i e s ,  ff lahir  r e s o r t e d  t o  t h e  

20 .  Lamb t o  B a r c l a y ,  S a l o n i c a ,  J u l y  2 6 ,  1 9 0 8 .  E n c l o s u r e  
i n  Ambassador  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  A u g u s t  4 ,  
1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 371 /545 ,  No. 447 .  



u s u a l  d e n u n c i a t i o n s .  He a c c u s e d  H i l m i  P a s h a  a n d  o t h e r  

h i g h  o f f i c i a l s  i n  M a c a d o n i a  a s  s y m p a t h i z e r s  o f  t h e  Young I 

Tu rk  movement,21 w i t h o u t  r e a l l y  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  p r o v i d e  a n y  

C o n c r e t e  e v i d e n c e .  When t h e  G r a n d  Vizier ,  F e r i d  P a s h a ,  

r e m i n d e d  N a h i r  t h a t  h i s  own p o l i t i c a l  r e c o r d  was n o t  w i t h -  

o u t  b l e m i s h e s ,  h e  a t t a c k e d  t h e  G r a n d  Viz ier ' s  s o n - i n - l a w ,  

A l i  P a s h a ,  a s  a t r a i t o r  w o r k i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  S u l t a n .  2 2  

F i n a l l y ,  F e r i d  P a s h a  made i t  q u i t e  c lear  t o  t h e  S u l t a n  

t h a t  i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  t h e  h e a d  o f  a c a b i n e t  

when p e o p l e  l i k e  M a h i r  h e l d  s o  much i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  

a n d  h e  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  r e s i g n .  23 The S u l t a n  came o u t  w i t h  a 

t r u l y  H a m i d i a n  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  a n d  t h a t  was t o  

b a n i s h  P lah i r  t o  Bursa. 24 

The f l a g  o f  r e v o l u t i o n  was o f f i c i a l l y  r a i s e d  i n  J u l y  

3 ,  1 9 0 8  by Ahmed N i y a z i , a n  a d j u t a n t - m a j o r  commanding t r o o p s  

a t  Resna .  The d e c i s i o n  was t a k e n  a f t e r  a secre t  m e e t i n g  

was h e l d  i n  t h e  house o f  a c e r t a i n  Haji  Aga on  J u n e  28.'= 

21. B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  16, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 
371 /544 ,  No. 3 9 2 .  

I b i d .  

I b i d .  

24.  I b i d .  

2 5 .  K n i g h t ,  p .  1 4 1 .  



The m e e t i n g  was a l s o  a t t e n d e d  by h i g h  o f f i c i a l s  i n  R e s n a ,  

w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  N i y a z i ' s  f r i e n d s  J'emal Bey, t h e  P r e s i d e n t  

of t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o f  Resna  a n d  T a h i r  E f f e n d i ,  t h e  l o c a l  

P o l i c e  C o m m i s s i o n e r .  26 A t  t h i s  s ec re t  m e e t i n g ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  

was t a k e n  t o  s e t  t h e  d a t e  f o r  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  f o r  F r i d a y ,  

p r e v i o u s l y  b e e n  t r i e d  by c o u r t - m a r t i a l  f o r  a d v a n c e d  i d e a s ,  

b u t  mas a c q u i t t e d  d u e  t o  i n s u f f i c i e n t  e v i d e n c e  a n d  a l l o w e d  

t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  p o s t  a g a i n s t  t h o  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  Vali  o f  

m o n a s t i r  . 27 I n  l a t e  J u n e ,  t o  N i y a z i 9 s  c o n s t e r n a t i o n ,  a n  

a l a y  m u f t i s i ,  r e g i m e n t a l  c h a p l a i n ,  who was  a l s o  t h e  p a l a c e  

spy i n  M o n a s t i r ,  i n f i l t r a t e d  h i s  g r o u p  a n d ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  

a v o i d  i ts  b r e a k  u p ,  h e  was  f o r c e d  i n t o  q u i c k e r  a c t i o n .  2 8  

The m u f t i  e v e n t u a l l y  was s h o t  d e a d  by a T u r k i s h  s o l d i e r  o n  

J u l y  1 2  w h i l e  h e  was  e n t e r i n g  t h e  t r a i n  a t  M o n a s t i r  o n  h i s  

way t o  C ~ r ~ s t a n t i n o p l e  t o  s u b m i t  h i s  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  S u l t a n ,  2 9  

2 6 .  I b i d .  

27. C o l o n e l  S u r t e e s  t o  B a r c l a y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  J u l y  1 5 ,  
1 9 0 8  e n c l o s u r e  i n  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  
1 6 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F.  0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 4 ,  No. 3 9 2 .  

28. Lamb t o  B a r c l a y ,  S a l o n i c a ,  J u l y  1 0 ,  1 9 0 8 .  E n c l o s u r e  
i n  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  15,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F. 0, 371 /544 ,  No. 388, 

2 9 .  I b i d .  



I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  J u n e  28 m e e t i n g ,  N i y a z i  s e n t  h i s  

f r i e n d  J e m a l  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n  m o n a s t i r  

a n d  s e c u r e d  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  s t a r t  t h e  r e v o l t  o n  J u l y  

H e n c e ,  on  J u l y  3,  w h i l e  m o s t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  

t h e  g a r r i s o n  were a t  t h e i r  F r i d a y  p r a y e r s ,  N i y a z i  o b t a i n e d  

e a s y  access i n t o  t h e  g a r r i s o n  a r s e n a l  u n d e r  t h e  p r e t e x t  

O f  s e n d i n g  o u t  d e t a c h m e n t s  t o  f i g h t  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  b a n d s  

a r o u n d  t h e  a r e a .  31 After p r o c u r i n g  s e v e n t y - f i v e  m a u s e r  

r i f l e s ,  f i f t e e n  b o x e s  o f  a m m u n i t i o n  a n d  gS4O ( ~ u r k i s h )  

f r o m  t h e  r e g i m e n t a l  t r e a s u r y ,  N i y a z i  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n t o  t h e  

h i l l s  w i t h  h i s  f r i e n d s ,  Je rna l ,  T a h i r  a n d  t h e  t a x - i n s p e c t o r ,  

T a h s i n  ~ f f e n d i . ' *  He was  a l s o  a c c o m p a n i e d  by o v e r  h u n d r e d  

41. The r o l e  ~f t h e  C.U ,P .  C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  i t s  
h e a d q u a r t e r s  a r e  s h r o u d e d  i n  m y s t e r y .  The . o m m i t t e e  
has a l w a y s  e x a g g e r a t e d  i t s  r o l e  i n  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n ,  
c o n v e y i n g  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  movement was  a t  
a l l  t imes u n d e r  c o n t r o l ,  p l a n n e d  a n d  e x e c u t e d  by i t s  
a g e n t s .  I n  r e a l i t y ,  i t  is  d o u b t f u l  w h e t h e r  t h e y  
e v e r  h a d  s u c h  a m t e r - t i g h t  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

30. K n i g h t ,  p. 144. 

31,  S u r t e e s  t o  E l a r c l a y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  J u l y  1 5 ,  
1 9 0 8  e n c l o s u r e  i n  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  
1 6 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F .  0. 371 /544 ,  No, 392, 



* 
s o l d i e r s  a n d  a b o u t  t h e  same  number  o f  c i v i l i a n s .  W i t h i n  

a few h o u r s  N i y a z i  w d s  j o i n e d  by a n o t h e r  h u n d r e d  o d d  p e o p l e  

a n d  h e  c o n s t i t u t e d  them i n t o  a Young T u r k i s h  band .  

The  d a y  a f t e r  h i s  d e f e c t i o n ,  o n  J u l y  4 ,  N i y a z i  came 

o u t  w i t h  a s e r i e s  of p r o c l a m a t i o n s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  l o c a l  

t o w n s  i n  t h e  M o n a s t i r  v i l a y e t  a s  wel l  a s  t o  t h e  Vali a n d  

o f  t h e  area n o t  t o  o b s t r u c t  h im a n d  h i s  men who were f i g h t -  

i n g  f o r  t h e i r  l i b e r t y ,  t o  g i v e  them s e c u r i t y  o f  l i f e ,  

h o n o u r  a n d  p r o p e r t y .  33 H i s  men w o u l d  n e e d  f o o d  a n d  s h e l t e r  

f o r  s u s t e n a n c e  a n d  i n  t h i s  h e  a s k e d  f o r  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  

t h e  p o p u l a c e .  I n  a s e p a r a t e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  t o  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  

* I n  t h e  d o c u m e n t s  a n d  o t h e r  s o u r c e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a  S e r b i a n  s c h o o l m a s t e r  o f  R e s n a  
b e i n g  t a k e n  a s  a h o s t a g e  by N i y a z i .  A s i s t e r  
o f  t h e  f a m o u s  B u l g a r i a n  b a n d  l e a d e r  C h r i s t e  h a d  
a p p r o a c h e d  him r e g a r d i n g  h e r  c h i l d  who had  b e e n  
c a r r i e d  o f f  i n t o  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  f o r  r a n s o m  by a 
r i v a l  S e r b i a n  band .  W h i l e  i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  N i y a z i  
was a b l e  t o  e x c h a n g e  t h e  s c h o o l m a s t e r  f o r  t h e  
c h i l d  a n d  t h u s  g a i n e d  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  t h e  
B u l g a r i a n s  a s  t o  t h e  g o o d  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  h i m s e l f  
a n d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  u n i o n  a n d  p r o g r e s s .  

F o r  m o r e  sees E. F. K n i g h t  Awakeninq o f  T u r k e y ,  
. . p. 1 4 4 .  

3 3 .  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  20,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F *  0. 371 /544 ,  No. 1 0 0 .  



a t  O c h r i d a  a n d  m b n o s t i r ,  N i y a z i  s a i d  t h a t  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  

f o o d ,  c l o t h e s  a n d  o t h e r  n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  l i f e  r e q u i s i t i o n e d  

f r o m  t h e  v i l l a g e r s  h e  w o u l d  i s s u e  c a s h  v o u c h e r s  a n d  a n y  

o f f i c i a l  f o u n d  n o t  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  v o u c h e r s  w o u l d  b e  d e a l t  

w i t h  m e r c i l e s s l y .  34 He a l s o  a s k e d  t h e  p e o p l e  n o t  t o  p a y  

a n y m o r e  t a x e s  t o  a c o r r u p t  a n d  i n e f f i c i e n t  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  

i n s t e a d  a s k e d  them t o  t u r n  t h e  t a x  money o v e r  t o  h i s  men 

a n d  a c c e p t  t h e  s a m e  c a s h  v o u c h e r s  i n  r e t u r n .  35 I n i t i a l  

r e c e p t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  C h r i s t i a n s ,  t o  t h i s  

c a s h  v o u c h e r  p r o p o s a l  was o n e  o f  s u s p i c i o n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  

r e c e i v e  a r e t u r n  o n  t h e i r  i n v e s t m e n t ,  t h e  movement ,  f i r s t  

o f  a l l ,  h a d  t o  s u c c e e d .  T h i s  was n o t  a t  a l l  a p p a r e n t  d u r -  

i n g  t h e  e a r l y  w e e k s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  moreover, t h e  

C h r i s t i a n s  were a f r a i d  o f  a movement s p a r k e d  o f f  a t  Mus l im 

i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  t h e y  were d o u b l y  s u s p i c i o u s  t o  f i n d  a 

f o r m e r  p e r s e c u t o r ,  M a j o r  N i y a z i ,  s o  r e c e n t l y  i n  c h a r g e  

o f  h u n t i n g  down C h r i s t i a n  b a n d s  a c t i v e  i n  N o n a s t i r  v i l a y e t ,  

S u d d e n l y  i n  t h e  g u i s e  of  a f e l l o w  s u f f e r e r .  An u n d e r l y i n g  

t h e m e  i n  a l l  o f  N i y a z i ' s  p r o c l a m a t i o n s  was t h a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  

r e v o l t  was d f f f e r e n t  f r o m  a l l  o t h e r s ,  i n  s o  f a r ,  a s  i t  was 

a i m e d  a t  t h e  b e t t e r m e n t  o f  c o n d i t i o n s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r a c e  

- 

34 I b i d .  

35. I b i d .  



and r e l i g i o n ,  and  e v e n t u a l l y  many C h r i s t i a n s  were c o n v i n c e d  

a b o u t  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  and good m o t i v e s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e , ~ .  

In  a l l  t h e s e  m a n i f e s t o s  N i y a z i  spoke, n o t  a s  a  C.U.P. 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  b u t  s i m p l y  as  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  h i s  men, 

p r o b a b l y  because t h e  Commit tee had n o t  a s  y e t  t a k e n  o v e r  

t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  movement, 
36 

N i y a z i ' s  example soon f o u n d  a d h e r e n t s  i n  o t h e r  

g a r r i s o n s  i n  Macedonia. J u n i o r  and s e n i o r  o f f i c e r s ,  

among whom were L t .  Co l .  N o u r i  Bey o f  t h e  s t a f f ,  m a j o r  

Enve r  Bey an  aide-de-camp t o  H i l m i  Pasha, and l i a u t e n a n t s  

S e l a d d i n  and Hassan Beys, d i s a p p e a r e d  i n t o  t h e  h i l l s  w i t h  t h e  

avowed i n t e n t i o n  o f  j o i n i n g  up  w i t h  N i y a z i " s  g roup.  37 A t  t h e  

t i m e  o f  N a h i r o s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  Enver  h a d  been i n v i t e d  t o  p r o c e e d  

t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  w i t h  p r o m i s e s  o f  p r o m o t i o n  and g i f t s . 3 8  The o f f e r  

was renewed a g a i n  i n  t h e  case  o f  Enver,  and N o u r i  a l s o  was 

p r o m i s e d  p r o m o t i o n ,  b o t h  t o  Ma jo r -Genera l s .  39 They w i s e l y  

36. Ahmad, p, 6. 

37 B a r c l a y  t o  Grey, C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  J u l y  7, 1908, i n  F, 0, 
371/544, NO. 167s 

38. Lamb t o  B a r c l a y ,  S a l o n i c a ,  J u l y  26, 1908, E n c l o s u r e  1 
i n  Lowther  t o  Grey, Therap ia ,  August  4, 1908, i n  F, 0 ,  
371/545, No. 447. 

39, B a r c l a y  t o  Grey, C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  J u l y  7, 1908, i n  F, 0, 
371/545, No, 167, 



t u r n e d  i t  down. E n v e r ' s  a c t u a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  

was i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a r  acclaim g i v e n  

h i m  a f t e r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  r e v o l t . 4 0  The 

d e f e c t o r s ,  o f f i c e r s  a n d  o r d i n a r y  s o l d i e r s ,  moved f r o m  o n e  

d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  o t h e r  p r o p a g a n d i z i n g  a n d  s e e k i n g  s u p p o r t  

f rom t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a c e .  T h e s e  m i n o r  m i l i t a r y  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  

were i n  t h e m s e l v e s  o f  n o  v a l u e ,  b u t  t h e y  h e l p e d  s e t  a c h a i n  

r e a c t i o n  w h i c h  u l t i m a t e l y  f r e e d  t h e  C.U.P. t o  t a k e  t h e  

i n i t i a t i v e  i n t o  i t s  own h a n d s  a n d  d i r e c t  t h e  movement 

a c c o r d i n g l y .  Had t h i s  n o t  b e e n  t h e  case, t h e  C.ommit tee  

c o u l d  h a v e  s t a y e d  i n a c t i v e  f o r  some  t ime t o  come. "The 

C o m m i t t e e ' s  f i r s t  a c t  o f  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  was i ts m a n i f e s t o  

o f  6 J u l y  * t o  t h e  Vali o f  t h e  i l l e g a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  

m o n a s t i r . '  T h e r e a f t e r  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  p a s s e d  i n t o  t h e  

h a n d s  o f  C.U.P. o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  t o w n s  of m a c e d o n i a  

w h e r e  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  movement was 

d e c i d e d .  n4 1 

U n t i l  t h e  a s s a s s i n t t i o n  o f  S h e m s i  P a s h a  o n  J u l y  7, 

4 0 .  Lamb t o  B a r c l a y ,  S a l o n i c a ,  J u l y  26 ,  1 9 0 8 .  E n c l o s u r e  
i n  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  A u g u s t  4 ,  1 9 0 8  i n  
F. 0. 371 /545 ,  No. 447 .  

41 .  Ahmsd, p. 7.  



t h e  p a l a c e  made l i g h t  o f  t h e  R a c e d o n i a n  s i t u a t i o n  i n  

d i p l o m a t i c  c i r c l e s .  Wi th  S h e m s i ' s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  t h e r e  

was n o  q u e s t i o n  a n y m o r e  a b o u t  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

I t  was o n e  t h i n g  t o  g e t  r i d  o f  p a l a c e  s p i e s ,  b u t  q u i t e  a 

d i f f e r e n t  matter t o  k i l l  i n  b r o a d  d a y l i g h t  a g e n e r a l  o f  

t h e  Ot toman  a rmy.  S h e m s i  h a d  s t o p p e d  o v e r  i n  N o n a s t i r  

o n  J u l y  7  o n  h i s  way t o  h u n t  down N i y a z i  a n d  t h e  i n s u r -  

g e n t s  a n d  h o  h a d  t o l d  h i s  t r o o p s  t h a t  t h e y  were b e i n g  t a k e n  

t o  q u e l l  a  r e v o l t  i n  R lacedon ia ,  i n s t i g a t e d  by t h e  S e r b s .  4 2  

I t  was  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  Abdulhamid  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  u p r i s i n g  a t  

R e s n a  a s  a S e r b i a n  i n s u r r e c t i o n .  He a l s o  p r e s e n t e d  t h e  

C.U.P. t o  t h e  r a n k  a n d  f i l e  a s  a p r o - C h r i s t i a n ,  a n t i - I s l a m  

movement a n d ,  t o  t h e  p o w e r s ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  was  d e s c r i b e d  

a s  a n  a n t i - C h r i s t i a n  a n d  a n t i - E u r o p e a n  n a t i o n a l i s t  move- 

m ~ n t . ~ ~  S h e m s i  a r r i v e d  i n  f l o n a s t i r  w i t h  Bash i -Bo~uks  - 8  

f a n a t i c a l  Musl im i r r e g u l a r  t r o o p s ,  s i n c e  t h e  two r e g u l a r  

b a t t a l i o n s  s t a t i o n e d  t h e r e  h a d  r e f u s e d  t o  m a r c h  a g a i n s t  t h e  

R e s n a  r e b e l s ,  44  The g e n e r a l  s p e n t  m o s t  o f  t h e  d a y  i n  

42. C o n s u l  H e a t h c o t e  t o  B a r c l a y ,  u n d a t e d  e n c l o s u r e  2  i n  
B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  2 0 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 
371 /544 ,  No. 1 0 0 .  

4 3  . Ahmad, p.  9 .  

44 .  S u r t e e s  t o  B a r c l a y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  J u l y  1 5 ,  1 9 0 8 .  
E n c l o s u r e  i n  Barclay t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  1 6 ,  
1 9 0 8  i n  F. 0. 371 /544 ,  No. 3 9 2 .  



t e l e g r a p h i c  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  h i s  s u p e r i o r s  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  

a n d ,  w h i l e  e m e r g i n g  f r o m  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  h e  was s h o t  d e a d  
1 

by a n  o f f i c e r  d i s g u i s e d  a s  a n  o r d i n a r y  s o l d i e r .  The t r o o p s  

f i r e d  h a l f - h e a r t e d  s h o t s  i n  t h e  a i r  w i t h o u t  m a k i n g  a n y  

a t t e m p t s  a t  c a p t u r i n g  o r  k i l l i n g  t h e  a s s a i l a n t  a n d  h e  

managed  t o  e s c a p e  w i t h o u t  i n c i d e n t .  45 The  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  

S h e m i  g a v e  c o u r a g e  t o  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e y  f o l l o w e d  t h i s  

u p  w i t h  a s e r i e s  o f  t e r r o r i s t i c  a c t s  a i m e d  a t  n e u t r a l i z i n g  

t h e  p a l a c e  s u p p o r t e r s .  On J u l y  6 ,  H a k k i  Bey, a member o f  

M a h i r  P a s h a ' s  c o m m i s s i o n , w a s  s h o t  d e a d  i n  S a l o n i c a .  46 on 

J u l y  1 0 ,  a r e g i m e n t a l  M u f t i  was  m u r d e r e d  i n  S a l o n i c a ,  e n  

r o u t e  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  47 On J u l y  1 2 ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  

t h e  - m u f t i  who h a d  i n f i l t r a t e d  N i y a z i ' s  g r o u p  was c u t  down a t  

t h e  M o n a s t i r  r a i 1 r o l . d  s t a t i o n ,  w h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  h i s  t r a i n  

t o  t h e  c a p i t a l .  The v e r y  next  d a y ,  S a d e k  P a s h a ,  a n  a i d e - d e -  

camp o f  t h e  S u l t a n ,  was s h o t  a n d  wounded by a n  A l b a n i a n  o n  

b o a r d  t h e  F r e n c h  steamer S i d o n  w h i c h  was t a k i n g  h i m  t o  t h e  

c a p i t a l  f r o m  S a l o n i c a .  48 On J u l y  1 7 ,  w h i l e  r e a d i n g  a t e l e -  

g ram f r o m  t h e  S u l t a n  t o  h i s  o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  commandant  o f  t h e  

4 5  . H e a t h c o t e  t o  Barclay, f l o n a s t i r ,  J u l y  8 ,  1 9 0 8 .  E n c l o s u r e  
2 i B a r c l a y  t o  ~ r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  ~ u l y  15, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F .  0 ,  
3 7 1 3 5 4 4 ,  No. 388. 

4 6 .  I b i d .  

47 .  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  13, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F .  0 ,  
371 /544 ,  No. 388. 



m o n a s t i r  g a r r i s o n ,  major-General  Osman H idaye t  Pasha was 

* 
s e v e r e l y  wounded by one o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s ,  a l t h o u g h  he  was 

a l l o w e d  t o  escape. 49 W i t h i n  a few days o r  t h e  ou tb reak  

of' t h e  r o v o l t ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  Consul  i n  Sa lon ica,  Cha r l es  

* I t  i s  u s e f u l  t o  n o t e  t h e  ch rono logy  o f  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  
a t t e m p t s  on pa lace  s p i e s  and s u p p o r t e r s :  

June 11 - Nazim Bey and h i s  companion wounded. 
June 18 - Sami Bey, t h e  I n s p e c t o r  o f  P o l i c e  i n  

Monas t i r  murdered. 
J u l y  6 - Assass ina t i on  o f  Hakk i  Bey. 
J u l y  10, 12 - The a t t emp ts  on t h e  two M u f t i s ,  
J u l y  1 6  - An unsuccess fu l  a t t e m p t  on t h e  l i f e  o f  

t h e  commissioner o f  P o l i c e  i n  Monas t i r ,  
J u l y  1 7  - Osman H idaye t  Pasha wounded a t  Monas t i r ,  
J u l y  18 - Col.  f lustapha Bey k i l l e d  i n  Serres.  
J u l y  19 - Kaimakam Naim Bey wounded i n  Sa lon ica .  - A non-commissioned o f f i c e r  and a Greek 

spy k i l l e d  i n  Sa lon ica.  - Hussein Husn i  Bey, M u t e s s a r i f  o f  D ib ra ,  
assass inated.  

J u l y  2 1  - A Kanon k i l l e d  i n  Sa lon ica.  
J u l y  22 - unsuccess fu l  a t t e m p t  on t h e  l i f e  o f  

ano the r  Col .  Naim Bey, w h i l e  embarking 
f o r  Constan t i n o p l e ,  

For  more seer Lamb t o  Barc lay ,  Sa lon ica,  J u l y  22, 
1908. Enc losures  1 and 2  i n  Ba rc l ay  
t o  Grey, Cons tan t inop le ,  J u l y  28, 
1908, i n  F. 0. 371/544, No. 425, 

A lso  Ba rc l ay  t o  Grey, Cons tan t i nop le ,  
Ju l y  21, 1908, i n  F, 0. 371/544, No. 
170. 

49. Barc lay  t o  Grey, Cons tan t inop le ,  J u l y  17, 1908, i n  
F, 0. 371/544, No. 167, 



Lamb, was a b l e  t o  p r e d i c t  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  

a c c u r a t e l y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  h im,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  

i n  t h e  T h i r d  Army C o r p s  were i n  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  

a r y  movement a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  t r y  t o  c a r r y  i t  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  

u t m o s t  e x t e n t  The B r i t i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  a l l  t h e  

m a j o r  P l a c e d o n i a n  t o w n s  n o t i c e d  a g e n e r a l  c h a n g e  i n  a t m o s -  

p h e r e .  P o l i t i c s  was d i s c u s s e d  o p e n l y  i n  c a f e s  a n d  o t h e r  

p l a c e s  a n d  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  f e a r  o f  s p i e s  a n y w h e r e .  51 I n  

s p i t e  o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  s y m p a t h y  f o r  N i y a z i 8 s  c a u s e  among t h e  

o f f i c e r s ,  many c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  was ill- 

p r e p a r e d  a n d  p r e m a t u r e .  52 They c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  u p r i s i n g  

of' J u l y  3 was p r e c i p i t a t e d  by i n d i v i d u a l s  who f e l t  t h e i r  

l i v e s  were b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  by t h e  r e v e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  M u f t i  - 
o f  M o n a s t i r ,  l ~ ~ i t h o u t  a n y  d i r e c t  o r d e r s  f r o m  t h e  h i g h e r  

e c h e l o n s  of t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  Now t h e y  h a d  l i t t l e  c h o i c e  b u t  

t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e b e l s ,  h o p i n g  m o r e  o f f i c e r s  w o u l d  come 

a r o u n d  t o  t h e i r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w .  A t t e m p t s  were made t o  

e x p l o i t  t h i s  i n i t i a l  p h a s e  o f  p e s s i m i s m  among t h e  o f f i c e r s  

51~ . B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  17, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  7.  0. 
371/544, No. 1 6 9 .  

51. H a a t h c o t e  t o  B a r c l a y ,  u n d a t e d .  E n c l o s u r e  2 i n  B a r c l a y  
t o  Groy ,  i n  F. 0. 371 /544 ,  No. 1 0 0 .  

5 2 .  I b i d .  



by t h e  p a l a c e .  On J u l y  1 4 ,  t o  a p p e a s e  t h e  J u n i o r  o f f i c e r s  

a n d  w i n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  p a l a c e  p r o m o t e d  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  , 
of' t h e m  t o  h i g h e r  r ~ n k s ~ ~  a n d ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  

e f f o r t  b a c k f i r e d .  The p r o m o t i o n s  i n  a c t u a l i t y  m e a n t  l i t t l e ,  

I t  d i d  n o t  mean t h e  p r o m p t  payment  o f  a r r ea r s  o r  e v e n  h i g h e r  

p a y  i n  most cases. 54 The o f f i c e r s  were s i m p l y  a l l o w e d  t o  

w e a r  u n i f o r m s  o f  a h i g h e r  r a n k  w h i c h  i n  i t s e l f  was o f  l i t t l e  

c o n s i f q u e n c e  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  p r o m o t i o n s  were g i v e n  

o u t  i n  p r o f u s i o n  made them more  w o r t h l e s s  t h a n  b e f o r e .  

m o r e o v e r ,  t o  c o m p l i c a t e  m a t t e r s ,  t h e  moment t h e  o f f i c e r s  

r e c e i v e d  t h c i r  p r o m o t i o n s ,  t h e  same was  demanded by r e g i -  

m e n t a l  imam . ,  d o c t o r s  a n d  o t h e r s .  
55 

The c o m m i t t e e  s o u g h t  h a r d  t o  e r a d i c a t e  i t s  a n t i -  

C h r i s t i a n ,  a n t i - f o r e i g n  image .  Thei r  w e n t  o u t  o f  t h e i r  way 

t o  a s s u r e  C h r i s t i a n s  t h a t  t h e  movement was  n o t  d i r e c t e d  

a g a i n s t  them a n d  a l l  t h e i r  r i g h t s  w o u l d  b e  ~ o n s t i ~ u t i o n a l l ~  

s a f e g u a r d e d .  S h e m s i  P a s h a ' s  t a c t l e s s  d e c i s i o n  t o  u s e  

B a s h i - B a z o u k s ,  who were wel l -known f o r  t h e i r  a n t i - C h r i s t i a n  

f a n a t i c i s m ,  a n d  h i s  s u b s e q u e n t  m u r d e r  by t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

53 . Samsun t o  B a r c l a y ,  A d r i a n o p l e ,  J u l y  1 5 ,  1 9 0 8 .  
E n c l o s u r e  1 i n  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  2 0 ,  
1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 4 ,  No. 3 0 8 .  

54 . I b i d .  

55 .  I b i d .  



r e s t o r e d  t h e  f a i t h  o f  many c h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h o  c o n s t i t u t f o n a l  

movement ,  If  n o t  o u t r i g h t  s u p p o r t ,  t h e y  were w i l l i n g  t o  

o f f e r  t h e  r e b e l s  b e n e v o l e n t  n e u t r a l i t y .  The C o m m i t t e e  s e n t  

m a n i f e s t o s  t o  E u r o p e a n  c o n s u l a t e s  i n  m a c e d o n i a  a n d  R u m e l i a  

a n d  w h e r e v e r  p o s s i b l e  d e s p a t c h e d  i t s  emissaries . t o  r e a s s u r e  

t h e  f o r e i g n  o f f i c i a l s .  T h a t  t h e s e  m e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  

were s u c c e s s f u l  c o u l d  b e  s e e n  f r o m  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  

o f  a B r i t i s h  o f f i c i a l  a f t e r  h e  was  c o n t a c t e d  by a young  

C o m m i t t e e  o f f i c e r ,  Rushen Bey. 

" I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o p h e s y  how f a r  t h i s  
movement w i l l  g o ,  b u t  t h c r e  c a n  be n o  d o u b t  
w h a t e v e r  i n  t h e  m i n d  o f  a n y o n e  who saw w h a t  
I d i d  t o d a y  t h a t  i t  is t h o r o u g h l y  e a r n e s t  
a n d  t h o r o u g h l y  wel l  o r g a n i z e d ,  a n d ,  w h a t  is  
m o r e ,  t h a t  i t  h a s  t h e  t h o r o u g h  s u p p o r t ,  i n  
t h e  p r o v i n c e s  a t  a l l  e v e n t s ,  o f  a n y  T u r k ,  
o l d  o r  y o u n g ,  who l o v e s  h i s  c o u n t r y  a n d  is  
u t t e r l y  d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  r e g i m e . . . . .  
One t h i n g  Is c e r t a i n ,  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  a r e  many 
o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  c a l i b r e  o f  Rushen  Bey e n g a g e d  
i n  t h i s  movement i t  w i l l  g o  f a r ,  He is t h e  
t r u e  t y p e  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e a d e r  o f  men, 
e l o q u e n t ,  f e v e r i s h l y  e n e r g e t i c ,  b l i n d  t o  a n y  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h r r e  may b e  i n  t h e  way of t h e  
c a u s e  w h i c h  i s  h i s  e x i s t e n c e ,  

In  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  h im t h i s  e v e n i n g  a t  
w h i c h  n o  o t h e r  o f f i c e r s  b u t  some o f  t h e  l e a d -  
i n g  T u r k s  a n d  G r e e k s  were p r e s a n t ,  h e  e x p l a i n e d  
t o  me a t  l e n g t h  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  Young T u r k e y  
o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w h i c h  c o n s i s t s  o f  i n s i s t e A n c e  i n  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t ;  d e a t h  t o  a l l ,  r a c e ,  
c r e e d  a n d  p o s i t i o n  a p a r t ,  who o p p o s e  t h e  move- 
m e n t ;  s c r u p u l o u s  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  l i v e s ,  p r o p e r t y ,  
a n d  h o n o u r  o f  a l l  C h r i s t i a n s ,  a n d  t h e  e x e r c i s e  
o f  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  means  t o  i n d u c e  them t o  j o i n  
i n  t h a  n a t i o n a l  m o v o r z t m t j  g r e a t  i n s i s t e n c e  on  
t h e  b r o t h e r h o o d  o f  a l l  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  u n d e r  t h e  



Ot toman  f l a g ,  i n s t a n t  p u n i s h m o n t  o f  a l l  crime 
a n d  m i s d e m o a n o u r  a g a i n s t  u n o f f e n s i v e  p e o p l e ,  
f i n a l l y ,  t h e  march  o n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  i f  t h e  
S u l t a n  r e f u s e s  c o n c e s s i o n s .  . He f u r t h e r  
s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  p r o v e  t h e m s e l v e s  w o r t h y  
by t h e i r  c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  esteem o f  t h e  Great 
P o w e r s ,  a n d  i n t e n d e d  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  s y m p a t h y  
f o r  w h a t  was  a t r u e  a n d  g e n u i n e  movement f o r  
r e f o r m  from w i t h i n .  "56 

The A l b a n i a n s  o f  F e r i s o v i t c h  h a v e  b e e n  c r e d i t e d  

w i t h  t u r n i n g  t h e  t i d e  o f  t h e  r e v o l t  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  

i n s u r g e n t s ,  The i n c i d e n t  i n  i t s e l f  h a d  r a t h e r  c u r i o u s  

o r i g i n s .  On J u l y  5, a b o u t  e i g h t  t h o u s a n d  A l b a n i a n s  c r o w d e d  

i n t o  t h e  l i t t l e  town o f  F e r i s o v i t c h  t o  p r o t e s t  a p i c n i c  

a r r a n g e d  by t h e  Aus t ro -German  R a i l w a y  s c h o o l  t o  S a s a t i s h t a ,  

a s c e n i c  v i l l a g e  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y .  57 I n  t h e  m e a n w h i l e ,  

workmen a t  S a r a t i s h t a  were e r e c t i n g  p l a t f o r m s  f o r  d a n c i n g  

a n d  d e c o r a t i n g  t h e  p i c n i c  a r e a s  w i t h  A u s t r i a n  f l a g s .  Soon 

t h e  word  g o t  a r o u n d  t h a t  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  A u s t r i a n  f a m i l i e s  

were g o i n g  t o  be moved i n t o  t h e  a r e a  on  a p e r m a n e n t  b a s i s  

5 6 .  L t .  C o l o n e l  Bonham t o  B a r c l a y ,  Drama, J u l y  2 3 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
E n c l o s u r e  i n  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  2 8 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 371 /544 ,  No. 4 2 3 ,  

57 .  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  J u l y  1 6 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F,  0, 371 /544 ,  No. 1 6 6 .  A l s o  V i c e - C o n s u l  S a t o w  t o  
Lamb, Uskub ,  J u l y  11, 1 9 0 8 .  E n c l o s u r e  1 i n  B a r c l a y  
t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  1 7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 4 ,  
No. 393. 



and t h i s  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  s u s p i c i o n  and a n i m o s i t y  o f  t h e  

A lban ians .  On J u l y  6, t h e y  chased t h e  workmen away f r o m  I 

t h e  p remises  and a l l  day more and more A lban ians  converged 

on F e r i s o v i t c h  t i l l  t h e y  exceeded more t h a n  t e n  thousand 

i n  numbers. A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  Ra i lway  s c h o o l  abandoned 

t h e i r  p i c n i c  p l ans ,  T h i s  g a t h e r i n g  o f  an u n r u l y  mass o f  

A l ban ians  was!  e x p l o i t e d  by t h e  C.U.P. members and r e p r e -  

s e n t e d  as  a  p r o - c o n s t i t u t i o n  group.  T h i s  was a  n o t e w o r t h y  

v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  C.U.P., s i n c e  few o f  t h e  A lban ians  had  any 

i d e a  o r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h o  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t r u g g l e  a t  t h e  t i m e  

o f  t h e i r  d e p a r t u r e  f o r ,  F o r i s o v i t c h .  On J u l y  16, t h e  

A lban ians  t e l e g r a p h e d  t h e  S u l t a n  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

o f  1876.59 The t e l eg ram caused t h e  f i n a l  r u p t u r e  i n  r e l a -  

t i o n s  between F e r i d  Pasha, t h e  A lban ian  Grand V i z i e r ,  and 

Abdulhamid. F e r i d  was a l l  a l o n g  opposed t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  

e s c a l a t i n g  t h e  s t r u g g l e  and he had e a r l i e r  a d v i s e d  t h e  

S u l t a n  t o  make concess ions  t o  t h e  i n s u r g e n t s .  60 T h i s  

a t t i t u d e  was a g a i n s t  t h e  w ishes o f  t h e  p a l a c e  C a m a r i l l a  

58. I b i d .  

59. Satow t o  Lamb, Uskub, J u l y  16, 1908. Enc losu re  
i n  B a r c l a y  t o  Grey, Therapia,  J u l y  22, 1908, i n  
F. 0. 371/544, No. 408. 

60. B a r c l a y  t o  Grey, Therapia,  J u l y  25, 1908, i n  
F. 0. 371/544, No, 416. 



a n d ,  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  r e v o l t ,  h i s  p o s i t i o n  h a d  

b e e n  p r e c a r i o u s .  6 1  When the  A l b a n i a n s  j o i n e d  t h e  f r a y ,  

F e r i d  f o u n d  h i m s e l f  i n  a p o s i t i o n  o f  m i x e d  l o y a l t i e s .  

The n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  i n c l i n e d  t o  l o o k  

u p o n  a n  A l b a n i a n  Grand  V i z i e r ,  at t h i s  p o i n t ,  a s  s o m e t h i n g  

u n d e s i r a b l e  a n d  h e  s o l v e d  F e r i d ' s  d i l e m m a ,  as w h e t h e r  t o  

be l o y a l  t o  t h e  S u l t a n  o r  h i s  own A l b a n i a n s ,  by r e l i e v i n g  

h i m  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n .  Two f o r m e r  Grand  V i z i e r s ,  S a i d  a n d  

K i a m i l  P a s h a s ,  were b r o u g h t  b a c k  i n t o  t h e  c a b i n o t  a n d  t h e  
* 

f o r m e r  r e p l a c e d  F e r i d  a s  t h e  Grand  Vizier .  

On . J u l y  20, t h e r e  were o u t b r e a k s  i n  a number  o f  

t o w n s  i n  f l o n a s t i r  v i l a y e t .  The p e o p l e  o f  G r e b a n a ,  E l a s u r a ,  

Kozanc  a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  r e v o l t e d  a g a i n s t  

t h e  e x i s t i n g  s y s t e m  a n d  demanded a c o n s t i t u t i o n .  The - V a l i  

o f  f l o n a s t i r  s e n t  a  t e l e g r a m  t o  t h e  S u l t a n  a s k i n g  h i m  t o  

meet t h e  demands  of  t h e  i n s u r g e n t s ,  b u t  h i s  a p p e a l  was  met 

6 1  I b i d .  

* T h e  f a l l  o f  F e r i d  P a s h a  was s e e n  i n  d i p l o m a t i c  
c i r c l e s  a s  a f a l l  i n  German p r e s t i g e .  F e r i d  
h a d  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  Germans  o n  t h e  Baghdad 
s c h e m e  a n d ,  o n  t h e  e v e  o f  h i s  d i s m i s s a l ,  h a d  
b e e e n  a w a r d o d  t h e  p r e s t i g i o u s  d e c o r a t i o n  o f  
B l a c k  E a g l e  by t h e  German E m p e r o r .  H e n c e ,  h i s  
r e p l a c r m e n t  w i t h  S a i d  a n d  K i a n i l ,  b o t h  o f  whom 
on d i f f ' a r e n t  o c c a s i o n s  h a d  t a k e n  r e f u g e  i n  t h e  
Britisl. Embassy ,  was  t a k e n  f a v o u r a b l y  by  t h e  
B r i t i s h  d i p l o m a t s  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  



with R c o l d  r e c e p t i o n . 6 2  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  - V a l i ,  r e s i g n o d  

h i s  p o s t .  63 The  n e x t  day t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

c a p t u r e d  p o w e r  i n  f l o n a s t i r  i t s e l f ,  A number  o f  p r i e s t s  

a n d  o f f i c e r s  made t h e i r  way i n t o  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  

f o r c e d  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  t o  s w e a r  f i d e l i t y  t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

of  1876 .64  They a l s o  c a p t u r e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s u p p l i e s  i n  

t h e  town.  S i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t s  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  Serres a n d  

o t h e r  t o u n s  i n  m a c e d o n i a  a n d  i n  e v e r y  i n s t a n c e  t h e  Commit- 

t e e  w e n t  o u t  o f  t h e i r  way t o  a s s u r e  t h e  f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t s  

t h a t  t h e y  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  a n y  u n n e c e s s a r y  s h e d d i n g  o f  b l o o d .  

The S u l t a n ,  i n  t h e  m e a n w h i l e ,  h a d  t r i e d  t o  r e s t o r e  h i s  

a u t h o r i t y  by b r i n g i n g  i n  p r e s u m a b l y  l o y a l  t r o o p s  f r o m  

A n a t o l i a ,  The C o m m i t t e e  h a d  a l r e a d y  i n f i l t r a t e d  t h e  t r o o p s  

i n  Smyrna a n d  by t h e  time t h e y  l a n d e d  i n  S a l o n i c a  ( b e t N e e n  

J u l y  16  and  2 4 )  t h e  t r o o p s  h a d  b e e n  won o v e r  t o  t h e  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c a u s e ,  On J u l y  22,  t h e  L o m m i t t e e  k i d n a p p e d  

m a r s h a l  Osman P a s h a ,  who was d e s p a t c h e d  e a r l i e r  by t h e  

p a l a c e  t o  t a k e  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  m o n a s t i r  g a r r i s o n ,  a s  a 

p r e c u r s o r  t o  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  The 

v e r y  n e x t  d a y  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was p r o c l a i m e d  i n  M o n a s t i r  

62 B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  J u l y  2 3 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 371 /544 ,  No. 1 7 6 .  

64,  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  J u l y  23 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
F. 0, 371/544, No. 1 7 7 ,  



a n d  i n  a few h o u r s  i t  s p r e a d  l i k e  w i l d f i r e  t o  o t h e r  

m a c e d o n i a n  t o w n s  a n d  e l s e w h e r e .  Towns s u c h  a s  Uskub,  I 

P r e s b a  a n d  S e r r e s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  m o n a s t i r  e x a m p l o  w i t h i n  a 

few h o u r s .  

The demand f o r  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  a c o n s t i t u t i o n  

i n  M o n a s t i r  came t h r o u g h  t h e  wires t o  S a l o n i c a  a n d  f r o m  

n o o n  t o  d u s k  o n .  J u l y  2 3 ,  o f f i c e r s  a n d  c i v i l i a n s  i n  a l l  

w a l k s  of l i f e  - T u r k s ,  Jews, B u l g a r i a n s  a n d  G r e e k s  - 
d e l i v e r e d  s p e e c h e s  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  a s s e m b l e d  b e l o w  f r o m  t h e  

b a l c o n j e s  of h o t e l s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  o f f i c e s .  

Many i m p o r t a n t  p e r s o n a g e s  s p o k e  i n  f a v o u r  of  r e s t o r i n g  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  c o u r t ,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  

s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  e v e n  a n  a ide -de .  

camp o f  t h e  I n s p e c t o r - G e n e r a l  o f  M a c e d o n i a .  65 u n t i l  l a t e  

a t  n i g h t ,  c i v i l i a n s  a n d  s o l d i e r s  p a r a d e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  s t r e e t s  

w a v i n g  f l a g s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  a n d  C.U.P. and t h e y  h a d  a n  

e n t h u s i a s t i c  a u d i e n c e  t a  a p p l a u d  them w h e r e v e r  t h e y  w e n t ,  

A t  t e n  o e c l o c k  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  o n  J u l y  2 3  a t e l e g r a m  a r r i v e d  

6 5 .  Lamb t o  B a r c l a y ,  S a l o n i c a ,  J u l y  2 3 ,  1 9 0 8 .  E n c l o s u r e  
1 i n  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  2 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F. 0. 371 /545 ,  No. 430. 



f o r  H i l m i  Pashs f rom t h e  p a l a c e  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  " t h e  

q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  whether  t h e  c o n v o c a t i o n  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  w o u l d  

be i n j u r i o u s  o r  o t h e r w i s e  t o  t h e  s t a t e  was under  c o n s i d e r a -  

t i o n  and t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  be i n d u c e d  t o  a w a i t  t h e  

d e c i s i o n  w i t h  calm. 8*66 When t h e  g i s t  o f  t h e  t e l e g r a m  was 

r e a d  o u t  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  gardens o f  S a l o n i c a  i t  was met w i t h  

d i s a p p r o v a l  f rom t h e  c rowd  s i n c e  t h e y  c lamoured  f o r  t h e  

immed ia te  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  None the less  

t h e  C.U.P. members i n  S a l o n i c a  were s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e  

r e s u l t s  a s  t h e y  c o u l d  c l e a r l y  s m e l l  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e  a i r .  67 

A l s o  t h e y  h a d  a l r e a d y  f i x e d  t h e  d a t e  f o r  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  

o f a c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  S a l o n i c a  f o r  J u l y  27 and t h e  t e l e g r a m  

f r o m  t h e  p a l a c e  gave a f u r t h e r  b o o s t  t o  t h e i r  mora le .  A 

f ew  h o u r s  l a t e r ,  a t  two o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g  ( ~ u l ~  24) ,  

H i l m i  Pasha1 r e L e i v e d  a n o t h e r  t e l e g r a m  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  

Abdulhamid "had d e c i d e d  t o  accede t o  t h e  w ishes  o f  t h e  

p e o p l e  and r e c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  ~ s s e m b l 6 e  ~ 6 n g i a l e .  "68 The 

news q u i c k l y  s p r e a d  and a  d e p u t a t i o n  went t o  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  

66. I b i d .  

67. I b i d .  

68. Lamb t o  Grey, S a l o n i c a ,  J u l y  24, 1908, i n  F. 0. 
371/544, unnumbered. 



t o  meet h i m .  H i l m i  camc o u t  a n d  r e a d  t h e  t e l e g r a m  a n d  

r e q u o s t o d  t h e  l o c a l  C o m m i t t e e  t o  d i s b a n d  i t s e l f  a s  t h e  

S u l t a n  h a d  a c c e d e d  t o  a l l  t h e i r  r e q u e s t s .  The  C.lJ.P, 

members  o f  t h e  d e p u t a t i o n  r e f u s e d  s a y i n g  t h a t  A b d u l h a m i d  

h a d  n o t  i n v o k e d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  b u t  t h a t  i t  was f o r c e d  

o n  h i m  a g a i n s t  h i s  w i l l .  F i n a l l y , d e m o r a l i z e d  a t  t h e  t u r n  

o f  e v e n t s  a n d  u n a b l e  t o  o r g a n i z e  s u p p o r t  b e h i n d  h i m ,  t h e  

S u l t a n  g a v e  u p  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  r e p r e s s i o n  f o r  o n e  o f  c o n c i l i a -  

t i o n .  

An I m p e r i a l  i r a d e  was p r o m u l g a t e d  o n  J u l y  2 4  d e c r e e -  

i n g  t h e  c o n v o c a t i o n  o f  P a r l i a m e n t  a n d  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was 

c o m m u n i c a t e d  by a  c i r c u l a r  t e l e g r a m  t o  a l l  t h e  v i l a y e t s  

a n d  i t  a s k e d  t h e  m u t e s s a r i f s  t o  h o l d  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  69 T h r o e  d a y s  l a t e r  o n  J u l y  2 7 ,  t h e  

Young T u r k s ,  w i t h  b i t t e r  m e m o r i e s  o f  1 8 7 6 ,  f o r c e d  t h e  

S u l t a n  t o  swear o n  t h e  K o r a n  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  n o t  r e p e a l  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n , a n d  t h e  o a t h  was t a k e n  a n d  r e g i s t e r e d  

by t h e  S h e i k h - u l -  I s l a m ,  'O T h i s  o a t h  r e l i g i o u s l y  b o u n d  

n o t  o n l y  A b d u l h a m i d ,  b u t  a l s o  h i s  s u c c e s s o r s  i n  t h e  

C a l i p h z t , e  t o  g o v e r n  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

6 9 .  E n c l o s u r e  i n  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  J u l y  2 5 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 4 ,  No. 4 1 7 .  

70 . B a r c l a y  t o  G r c y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  J u l y  2 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F .  0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 4 ,  No. 2 0 1 .  



a n d  b e c a m e  a p a r t  o f  t h e  S h o r i a t .  Once  h e  was f o r c e d  t o  

g r a n t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  A b d u l h a m i d  t r i e d  t o  make  i t  a p p e a r  
* 

a s  if t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w a s  n e v e r  a b r o g a t e d ,  o r  t h a t  h e  was 

n e v e r  a g a i n s t  t h e  i d e a ,  He p r e t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  t r a i t o r s  

among h i s  a d v i s e r s  h a d  m i s u s e d  t h e  t r u s t  h e  p l a c e d  u p o n  

t h e m  a n d  g u i d e d  t h e  E m p i r e  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n  i n  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i s  w i s h e s .  T h i s  was a  h a r d  p i l l  t o  s w a l l o w  

f o r  t h e  C . U . P .  a s  t h e  S u l t a n  h a d  o v e r  t h r e e  d e c a d e s  a t  

h i s  d i s p o s a l  t o  r e m e d y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  y e t  h e  h a d  d o n e  

n o t h i n g  t i l l  t h e  v e r y  l a s t  moment.  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  i n  t h e  

wake  o f  t h e  c a b i n e t  r e s h u f f l i n g  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  i m n i e d i a t e l y  

p r i o r  t o  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  i t  

g a v e  t h e  i l l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  S u l t a n  w a s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p a r l i a -  

m e n t a r y  d e m o c r a c y  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  v o l u n t a r i l y .  

In c o n c l u d i n g  t h e  c h a p t e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o b s e r v a t i o n s  

may b e  made. The s u d d e n n e s s  o f  t h e  movemen t ,  w h i c h  s u r -  

p r i s e d  t h e  i n s t i g a t o r s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  was h a i l e d  w i t h  d e l i g h t  

by  a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  

* I n d e e d ,  o f f i c i a l l y  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1 8 7 6  
was n e v e r  a b r o g a t e d ,  b u t ,  f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  
p u r p o s e s ,  i t  c e a s e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  
n e x t  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  



Empi re .  There was g e n e r a l  agreement  t h a t  however t h e  t i d e  

turned,Abdulhamid wou ld  n e v e r  be a b l e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  h i s  o l d  

a u t o c r a t i c  ways. Yet  t h e  Committee was d i v i d e d  on  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  whether  t o  l e t  t h e  S u l t a n  be t h e  n o m i n a l  r u l e r  

o f  t h e  Empire,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  much p r a c t i c a l  power 

had  been w i t h d r a w n  from him. Many were a f r a i d  t h a t  a  

p e r s o n  as r e s o u r c e f u l  a s  Abdulhamid m i g h t  a g a i n  make a  

r e c o v e r y  t o  i n j u r e  t h e  smooth march towards  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l -  

ism. F i n a l l y ,  t h e y  d e c i d e d  t o  l e t  t h e  S u l t a n  and h i s  

c a b i n e t  c o n t i n u e ,  b u t  t h e y  made s u r e  t h a t  no  c a b i n e t  c o u l d  

r u l e  w i t h o u t  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l .  



CHAPTER I11 

ImMEDIATE REACTION - DOMESTIC 
AND FOREIGN - TO THE REVOLUTION 

The r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  had an immediate 

e f f e c t  on t h e  r o v i n g  bands o f  Macedonia. most o f  t h e  

macedonian band l e a d e r s  such as  C h r i s t i ,  Lazo, Aldo, 

Sandanski, P a n i t z a  and o t h e r s  gave up arms t o  t h e  r e s p o n s i b l e  

government o f f i c i a l s  and came down f r om  t h e  mountains.  I n  

t h e  wake o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  p o l i t i c a l  amnesty awarded them by 

t h e  new government t h e  bands r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  p o i n t l e s s n o s s  

o f  p e r s i s t i n g  i n  t h e  h i l l s ,  Some were o b v i o u s l y  s u s p i c i o u s ,  

b u t  t hey  were w i l l i n g  t o  g i v e  t h e  new reg ime a chance and 

o t h e r s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h o i r  p o l i t i c a l  sympathies,  open ly  

suppo r t ed  t h e  Eotvrnittee on t h e  grounds t h a t  t h e  Ba lkan 

powers, w i t h  t h e i r  f r r e d e n t i s t  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  were e q u a l l y  

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c h a o t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  macedonia.' The 

Committee on i t s  p a r t  a r r anged  t h e a t r i c a l  r e c e p t i o n s  f o r  

t h e  r e t u r n i n g  band l e a d e r s .  For  i n s t a n c e  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  

1. Lowther t o  Grey, Therapia,  August 4, 1908 i n  
F.  0. 371/545, No. 447. 



K h o m i t a d j i s ,  Sandansk i  and P a n i t z a ,  n o t o r i o u s  f o r  t h e i r  

murders  and p o l i t i c a l  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s ,  were f e t e d  , in 

r o y a l  s t y l e  by t h e  C.U.P. when t h e y  a r r i v e d  i n  Drama. 

N e i t h e r  t h e  C.U.P. n o r  t h e  bands f o u n d  t h i s  new ly  e s t a b l i s h e d  

f r i e n d s h i p  embar rass ing ,  t hough  i t  posed c e r t a i n  p rob lems 

o f  d i p l o m a t i c  n i c e t  To c i t e  an  example, i n  Drama, t h e  

s e n i o r  B r i t i s h  s t a f f  o f f i c e r  i n  Macedonia, L t .  C o l .  Bonham, 

was approached by t h e  Committee t o  a t t e n d  a  ceremony i n  

honour  o f  Sandansk i  and P a n i t z a .  Bonham, t h e  s t i f f - l i p p e d  

B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r ,  d i d  n o t  r e l i s h  t h e  i d e a  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  

ceremony, y e t  h e  wanted t o  appear  f r i e n d l y  i n  t h e  eyes o f  

t h e  Commit tee.  I n  h i s  own words a 

"The p resence  o f  Sandanski  and P a n i t z a  
made me h e s i t a t e  t o  comply w i t h  t h i s  
r e q u e s t ,  But  a s  I was a n x i o u s  n o t  t o  
g i v e  anyone a  h a n d l e  f o r  s a y i n g  t h a t  
t h e  B r i t i s h  o f f i c e r s  were n o t  i n  sym- 
p a t h y  w i t h  t h e  n a t i o n a l  movement, and 
as, i n  my o p i n i o n ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
commi t tee  has  been a b l e  a l r e a d y  t o  b r i n g  
i n  a l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  bands o f  
b o t h  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  w h i l e  t h e  rema inder  
have d i s p e r s e d  o r  a r e  d i s p e r s i n g ,  i s  an 
ach ievement  o f  v e r y  r e a l  impni ' .nnce, I 
c o n s e n t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  r e c e p t i o n  i n  
u n i f o r m  and  w i t h  my o f f i c e r s  on  t h e  
c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  we s h o u l d  n o t  be e x p e c t e d  
t o  h o l d  any p e r s o n a l  i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  
e i t h e r  Sandansky o r  P a n i t z a e " 2  

. , 

2, - '  . Bonham t o  B a r c l a y ,  Drama, J u l y  28, 1908 
e n c l o s u r e  1 i n  Lowther  t o  Grey, Therap ia ,  J u l y  
31, 1908 i n  F. 0, 371/545, No. 436. 



I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  C  . U ,  P. 's weak p o s i t i o n  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  

a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  Hamid ian  r . e p r e s s i o n  o f  1897, t h e  c o n s t i -  

t u t i o n  was  a c c l a i m e d  w i t h  t h e  same f e r v o u r  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  

a s  i n  M a c e d o n i a ,  I n  A n a t o l i a  a n d  t h e  Asia t ic  provinces 

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was a c c o r d e d  a f a v o u r a b l e  r e c e p t i o n .  A t  

Samsun, a f t e r  g r e a t  r e j o i c i n g ,  a c e r e m o n y  was h e l d  i n  w h i c h  

G r e e k s  a n d  T u r k s  f r a t e r n i z e d  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  c e r t a i n  

T u r k s  g o i n g  so  f a r  a s  t o  e m b r a c e  t h e  Greek  A r c h b i s h o p .  3 

I n  T r e b i z o n d ,  a f t e r  a n  i n i t i a l  s c e p t i c i s m  e n c o u r a g e d  by 

t h e  p r o - p a l a c e  b u r e a u c r a t s ,  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i -  

t u t i o n  was h a i l e d  by t h e  p o p u l a c e .  The same was  t r u e  i n  

Van, Bitlis, Konya,  B e i r u t ,  Camascus  a n d  a number  o f  o t h e r  

p l a c e s  i n  t h e  A s i a t i c  p r o v i n c e s .  E v e r y w h e r e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  

were g i v e n  t o  t h e  h o d j a s  t o  p r e a c h  a b o u t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

i n  C o n s e q u e n t l y .  t h e r e  was  much t a l k  i n  t h e  

E m p i r e  a b o u t  w o r k i n g  i n  ha rmony  w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  

o r d e r  t o  make t h e  new won l i b e r t y  a r e a l i t y .  

I n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h o  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

t h e r e  were l a r g e  p r i s o n  o u t b r e a k s  i n  N a c e d o n i a n  t o w n s  l i k e  

3 .  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  A u g u s t  4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No. 4 5 3 .  

4 .  I b i d . ,  e n c l o s u r e  i n  V i c e - C o n s u l  Dough ty -Wyl ie  
t o  L o w t h e r ,  Konya, A u g u s t  1, 1 9 0 8 .  



Drama and S a l o n i c a .  The p o p u l a c e  i n  g e n e r a l  had  t a k e n  a 

s y m p a t h e t i c  a t t i t u d e  by  c h o o s i n g  t o  see t h e s e  p e o p l e  a s  , 
l a n g u i s h i n g  i n  p r i s o n s  s o l e l y  because o f  Hamidian mis -  

government  and despot ism,  and as  such t h e y  dese rved  t o  

be s e t  f r e e ,  I n  a  number o f  cases  i n  Macedonia, t h e  

younger  C.U.P. o f f i c e r s  encouraged t h i s  mass exodus f r o m  

p r i s o n s , 5  e s p c c i a l l y  s i n c e  most  o f  t h e  e.-::apees had been 

i m p r i s o n e d  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  c r i m e s  under  t h e  o l d  reg ime.  

P r i s o n  o u t b r e a k s  o c c u r r e d  i n  A n a t o l i a  as w e l l ,  b u t  o f  a  

d i f f e r e n t  n a t u r e .  When t h e  t r o o p s  r e t u r n e d  f r o m  S a l o n i c a  

t o  Smyrna t h e y  opened t h e  j a i l s  and s e t  a l l  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  

f r e e ,  As a  r e s u l t ,  n e a r l y  t h r e e  thousand  c r i m i n a l s  o f  

v a r i o u s  t y p e s  -- p e t t y  t h i e v e s ,  m u r d e r e r s  and o t h e r s  -- 
were sudden ly  l e t  l o o s e  a l l  o v e r  t h e  v i l a y e t  o f  Smyrna. 

I n  Konya, a f t e r  g e t t i n g  t i r e d  of c r y i n g  themse lves  h o a r s e  

f o r  l i b e r t y ,  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  a t t a c k e d  and k i l l e d  two guards.  

I n  t h e  subsequent  f i r i n g  t h a t  t o o k  p l a c e  a number o f  

p r i s o n e r s  were a l s o  k i l l e d .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  t h e  Committee 

w i r e d  f r o m  S a l o n i c a  t h a t  i n  f u t u r e  such a c t i o n s  a s  t h r o w i n g  

open p r i s o n s  wou ld  be d e a l t  w i t h  m e r c i l e s s l y ,  T h i s  

5, Bonham t o  Lowther ,  August  1, 1908 e n c l o s u r e s  3 
and  4  i n  Lowthe r  t o  Grey, Therap ia ,  August  4, 
1908, i n  F. 0. 371/545, No. 447. 



c e r t a i n l y  had an e f f e c t ;  and a f t e r  mid-August no such 

p r i s o n  ou tb reaks  were r e p o r t e d .  

A f t e r  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  on J u l y  23 

t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p a l a c e   camarillas became p r e c a r i o u s ,  

From t h e  b e g i n n i n g  t h e  C.U.P. t ook  a  s t r o n g  a t t i t u d e  a g a i n s t  

t h e  fo rmer  a d v i s e r s  o f  Abdulhamid, The most h a t e d  o f  a l l  

was t h e  Su l t an ' s  second secre tary ,  I z z e t  Pasha,and t h e  

rCommittee wanted t o  remove h i m  f r om  o f f i c e  immed ia te l y ,  

A f t e r  a  good d e a l  o f  v a c i l l a t i o n ,  Abdulhamid gave i n  and 

e x i l e d  h i m  t o  Damascusa6 I t  was soon apparen t  t h a t  I z z e t  

had n o t  l e f t  f o r  Damascus and i t  was rumoured t h a t  he had 

t aken  re fuge  i n  a steamer s a i l i n g  f o r  ~ ~ ~ ~ t , ~  The rumour 

was p roven  wrong; i n s t e a d  I z z e t  escaped t o  Eng land i n  a 

B r i t i s h  sh!dpr:naioleqd Oflaria'. A p rom inen t  d e p u t a t i o n  headed 

by Enver  Bey v i s i t e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  consu l ,  C h a r l e s  Lamb, 

i n  S a l o n i c a  t o  p r o t e s t  I z z e t g s  escape. The C.U.P. deputa-  

t i o n  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  a n o t o r i o u s  

c r i m i n a l  such as  I z z e t  by t h e  B r i t i s h  government wou ld  

cause unnecessary r i f t  between t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  and t h e  

6. Barc l ay  t o  Grey, Cons tan t i nop le ,  J u l y  29, 1908, 
i n  F, 0, 371/544, No, 199. 

7 Lowther t o  Grey, Cons tan t i nop le ,  August 2, 
1908, i n  F. 0, 371/544, No, 208, 



CommiLtee wanted h i m  t o  bo r e t u r n e d  t o  theme8 The c o n s u l  

r e f u s e d  t h e  r e q u e s t  w i t h  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  under t h e  

e x i s t i n g  r u l e s  n f  e x t r a d i t i o n  between t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  

t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  he c o u l d  do. 

The o t h e r  u n d e s i r a b l e  e lements  o f  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  

' c a m a r i l l a e  were Tahs in  Pasha, h i s  f i r s t  s e c r e t a r y  o f  

t h i r t e e n  years ,  Rarnsl Pasha, t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  

Mendou Pasha, t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  mar ine,  Fehim Pasha, t h e  

fo rmer  -%ad o f  t h e  S e c r e t  p o l i c e ,  Se l im  Pasha, t h e  m i n i s t e r  

o f  F o r e s t s  and Nines,  and o t h s r s e 9  Fehim Pasha, a f a v o u r i t e  

o f  t h e  Su l tan ,  was e x i l e d  t o  Bursa sometime b e f o r e  t h e  o u t -  

b reak  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  because o f  t o o  much o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

h i m  w i t h i n  t h e  p a l a c e  c i r c l e s .  Fehirn's n o t o r i o u s  a c t i v i t i e s  

i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  reached a  p o i n t  where t h e  S u l t a n  was u n a b l e t o  

p r o t e c t  h i m  any l onge r .  As soon as  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  was 

p roc la imed ,  Fehim t r i e d  t o  escape from Bursa t o  Europe, 

bu t ,  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  l e g  o f  h i s  j ou rney ,  he  was accos ted  

by an i r a t e  crowd and l y n c h e d  i n  t h e  l i t t l e  town o f  Yeni  

8 . Lamb t o  Lowther,  Sa lon ica ,  August 
2, 1908 e n c l o s u r e  1 i n  Lowther  t o  Grey, C o n s t a n t i -  
nop le ,  August 5, 1908, i n  F. 0. 371/545, No. 462. 

9. Lowther  t o  Grey, Cons tan t i nop le ,  August 6, 1908, i n  
F. 0 .  371/545, No. 217. A lso  Lowther  t o  Grey, 
Cons tan t i nop le ,  J u l y  30, 1908, i n  F. 0. 371/544, 
No. 204. 



S h a h l  r, lo S e l i m  P a s h a ,  t h e  M i n i s t s r  o f  F o r e s t s  a n d  M i n e s ,  

m a n a g e d  t o  o s c o p o  f r o m  t h e  c o u n t r y  w i t h  t h e  c o n n i v a n c e  o f  

t h e  I t a l i a n  E m b a s s y  i n  C o n s  t a n t i n o p l o ,  l1 Nendow P a s h a ,  

t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  m a r i n e  h a d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  r o b b o d  t h o  c o u n t r y  

a n d  a m a s s e d  a f o r t u n e  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  He was d i s m i s s e d  b y  

t h e  S u l t a n  a n d  t h e  same c o u r s e  was f o l l o w o d  i n  t h o  c a s e  

o f  Ramsi P a s h a ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  l2 T a h s i n  

P a s h a  was e x i l e d  t o  t h o  i n t e r i o r  o f  A n a t o l i a  i n  i g n o m i n y .  

m o s t  o f t h e  d i s m i s s a l s  o c c u r r e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

p r e s s u r e  p u t  o n  t h o  S u l t a n  by  t h o  C , U . P .  f r o m  b e h i n d  t h e  

s c e n e s .  T h r o u g h  t h e  G r a n d  V i z i e r ,  S a i d  P a s h a ,  a n d  a f t e r  

h i s  d i s m f s s a l  on A u q u s t  7 ,  1 9 0 3 , t h r o u g h  t h e  new G r a n d  

Vizier  K i a r n i l  Pasha, t h o  Cornrn i t tee  h a d  l e t  t h e  S u l t a n  know 

i n  n o  uncertain terms t h a t  a f u r t h e r  c o n t i n u a n c e  i n  p o w e r  

O f  h i s  f o r m o r  a d v i s o r s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  t o l e r a t e d .  T h e  C.U.P. 

a l s o  p r o p a g a n d i z e d  t o  w i n  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  d i s -  

m i s s a l s ,  I t  u r g o d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t s  o f  F b l i c e  a n d  As i c e  

10, L o w t h o r  t o  C r n y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  A u g u s t  5 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F.  0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No. 4 6 2 ,  

11. L o w t h n r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l o ,  J u l y  3 0 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F .  0 .  3 7 1 / 5 4 4 ,  No. 204.  

12. L o w t h o r  t o  G r o y ,  T h o r a p i a ,  A u g u s t  5 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F .  0.  3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No. 4 5 2 .  



t o  p u t  t h e  ' c a m a r i l l a '  under  d e t e n t i o n .  A f t e r  t h e  escapes 

o f  I z z e t  and Se l im  t h e  C.U.P. were w o r r i e d  l e s t  t h e  r e s t  

o f  t h e  c o r r u p t  o f f i c i a l s  would succeed i n  f l e e i n g  ab road  

w i t h  t h e  conn ivance o f  f o r e i g n  m i s s i o n s  i n  Turkey.  A p a r t  

f r om  t h e  ones a l r e a d y  mentioned, t h e  i m p o r t a n t  members o f  

Abdulhamid's i n n e r  c i r c l e  were p u t  under  d e t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  

M i n i s t r y  o f  War by t h e  new government. Wh i l e  b e i n g  removed 

f r om  t h e i r  houses t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  b u i l d i n g s  t h e  n o t o r i o u s  

chamber la ins  o f  Abdulhamid, Reghib and F a i k  Pashas were 

r o u g h l y  handlea by on lookers .  l3 F a i k  Pasha was t h e  Crown 

p r o s e c u t o r  i n  t h e  t r i a l  o f  f l i dha t  Pasha a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

o f  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  r e i g n  and had p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  p a r t  i n  

t h r o w i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  i n  t h e  dungeons o f  Yemen. Others  a l s o  

r e c e i v e d  s i m i l a r  t r e a t m e n t  from t h e  angry  mob, Head o f  

t h e  O~ rd i nance  Department, Zek i  Pasha and t h e  deposed D r e f e c t  

o f  C o n s t a n t i n o p l s ,  Resh id  Pasha, were beaten up by t h e  

crowd:- l4 Sheik Abdulhuda, a  w e l l  known Pan- Is lamic  

i d e o l o g u e  and t h e  c h i e f  p e r p e t r a t o r  o f  t h e  Armenian massacres 

o f  1895 and 1896,was saved from l y n c h i n g  o n l y  because o f  

13. Lowther  t o  Grey, Therapia,  August 16, 1908, i n  
F. 0. 371/545, No. 462, 

14. I b i d .  



t h e  s t r o n g  p h y s i c a l  p r o t e c t i o n  g i v e n  h i m  o n  h i s  way t o  

d e t e n t i o n .  

T h e  n e w l y  a r r i v e d  B r i t i s h  A m b a s s a d o r  t o  T u r k e y ,  S i r  

G e r a r d  L o w t h e r ,  was a p p r o a c h e d  o n  a number  o f  o c c a s i o n s  by 

t h e  f r i e n d s  a n d  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  d e t a i n e e s  t o  p u t  i n  a 

g o o d  w o r d  f o r  t h e m  a t  t h e  P o r t e .  L o w t h e r  met t h e  G r a n d  

V i z i e r ,  Kiamil P a s h a , o n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  

d e t a i n e e s  a n d  o b t a i n e d  h i s  p r o m i s e  t o  g e t  t h e i r  r e lease .  

I n  m o s t  cases,  t h e  G r a n d  Vizier k e p t  h i s  p r o m i s e s ,  The 

B r i t i s h  d r a g o m a n  F i t z m a u r i c e  was a l s o  a c t i v e  m a k i n g  r e p r e -  

s e n t a t i o n s  i n  v a r i o u s  q u a r t e r s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  r e lease  o f  

t h e  a r r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  by p u t t i n g  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  C ,U ,P ,  

He met p r i v a t e l y  w i t h  p r o m i n e n t  U n i o n i s t s  l i k e  Ahmed Riza,  

Nazia Bey, T a l a a t  Bey a n d  o t h e r s  a n d  r e q u e s t e d  t h e m  t o  

r e f r a i n  f r o m  t a k i n g  p e o p l e  i n t o  c u s t o d y  w i t h o u t  a n y  d u e  

p r o c e s s  o f  law, He w a r n e d  t h e m  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  h a r m f u l  

t o  t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  new g o v e r n m e n t  a b r o a d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  

Great B r i t a i n  w i t h  h e r  l o n g  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  t r a d i t i o n s .  

F i t z m a u r i c e  a l s o  t o l d  t h e  U n i o n i s t s  t h a t  s u c h  a c t i o n s  were 

r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h e  o l d  r e g i m e  a n d  n o t  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h e  

aims o f  a C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  G o v e r n m e n t ,  

The d i s t r u s t  o f  A b d u l h a m i d ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  p r e v i o u s l y ,  

was d e e p s e a t e d  a n d  S a i d  P a s h a ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  h i s  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  

w i t h  t h e  S u l t a n ,  was s t i l l  s u s p e c t  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  



C o m m i t t e e .  C o n s e q u ~ i n t l y ,  i t  was o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  o n  

A u g u s t  7, t w o  w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i - ,  

t u t i o n ,  h e  was d i s m i s s e d  f r o m  t h e  G r a n d  Vet i ra te  a n d  Kiamil 

P a s h a  n o m i n a t e d  t o  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  B e f o r e  f o r m i n g  h i s  new 

m i n i s t r y  K f a m i l  c o n s u l t e d  t h e  C.U.P. e n d  s e c u r e d  t h e i r  

a p p r o v a l .  T h e  l a t t e r  made c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  new c a b i n e t  was 
* 

c o m p o s e d  o f  s t r o n g  o p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  o l d  r e g i m e .  Yet t h e  

u. F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  EKrem Bey, a we l l  known l i t e r a r y  f i g u r e  
a n d  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  e v k a f  h a d  u n d e r g o n e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  
s u f f e r i n g  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  H a m i d i a n  d e s p o t i s m .  Same 
was t r u e  o f  Arif P a s h a ,  t h e  new M i n i s t e r  o f  M a r i n e .  
He was . r a n o w n e d  f o r  h i s  h o n e s t y  a n d  i n t e g r i t y .  
I n t e r e s t i n g l y  e n o u g h ,  A r i f ' s  f a t h e r  a l s o  h e a d e d  t h e  
m i n i s t r y  o f  M a r i n e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  C r i m e a n  
a He was t h e  commander  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  s q u a d r o n  
i n  Crimea a n d  was we l l  known i n  B r i t i s h  n a v a l  c i r c l e s  
of t h e  d a y .  

O t h e r  members  o f  Kiamil 's  c a b i n e t  weret T e w f i k  
P a s h a  - F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s ,  R e s h i d  A k i f  P a s h a  - I n t e r i o r ,  
R e j o b  P a s h a  - War, Z i y a  P a s h a  - F i n a n c e ,  H a s s a n  F e h m i  
P a s h a  - J u s t i c e ,  G a b r i e l  E f e n d i  - P u b l i c  Works ,  
C o r d a t o  E f e n d i  - M i n e s  a n d  F o r e s t s ,  H a k k i  Bey - P u b l i c  
I n s t r u c t i o n ,  T e w f i k  P a s h a  - P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l  
o f  S t a t e .  

I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t w o  C h r i s t i a n s ,  
G a b r i e l  E f e n d i  a n d  C o r d a t o  E f e n d i ,  were members  o f  t h i s  
c a b i n e t .  R e j a b  P a s h a  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  War, who was 
p o p u l a r  i n  t h e  a r m y ,  d i e d  w i t h i n  t w o  w e e k s  o f  h i s  
n o m i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  p o s t .  T h i s  was a g r e a t  
b l o w  t o  t h e  Young T u r k s  a s  h e  was o n e  o f  t h e i r  s t r o n g -  
e s t  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t .  

F o r  m o r e  o n  t h e  a b o v e  seer  
L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  A u g u s t  17,  1908,  i n  
F, 0 ,  3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No. 2 2 7 .  

A l s o :  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  A u g u s t  1 2 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F .  0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No. 4 7 3 ,  



Committee, a t  t h i s  t ime,  showed no d e s i r e  t o  assume power 

d i r e c t l y .  Wh i le  i t  c a r r i e d  t h e  p r e s t i g e  of' s u c c e s s f u l l y  

c o n c l u d i n g  an i n s u r r e c t i o n  and t h e  myst ique o f  a  s e c r e t  

s o c i e t y ,  i t  l a c k e d  exper ience  i n  g o v e r n y n t a l  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i o n ,  l5 flehmed Jav id ,  a  t op - rank ing  u n i o n i s t  and a f u t u r e  

F inance M i n i s t e r  of  Turkey, e x p l a i n e d  t o  Hohler , the f i r s t  

s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  embassy, t h a t  t h e  Young Turks 

"were a l l  young men who l a c k e d  exper ience  i n  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i v e  work, however much they  m igh t  have s t u d i e d ;  a l s o  t h e  

respec t ,  v ~ h i c h  i n  a l l  c o u n t r i e s  i s  conceded t o  age, i s  f a r  

g r e a t e r  h e r e  t han  elsewhere. n16 

There were a l s o  o t h e r  reasons which p reven ted  t h e  

C.ommittee from assuming power immedia te ly .  The Committee 

o f  Union and Progress had  no c e n t r a l i z e d  n a t i o n w i d e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Any r e a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  i t  had was 

c e n t r e d  i n  t h e  Nacedonian p r o v i n c e s  w i t h  i t s  Sa lon ican  head- 

q u a r t e r s  and, when t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n  succeeded, t h e  l i m i t e d  

number o f  branches i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  Empire were t o t a l l y  

unprepared t o  s e i z e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  l7 Also, 

under Hamidian despotism, v a r i o u s  s e c r e t  s o c i e t i e s  had 

Ahmad, The Vounq Turks, 

17. I b i d .  



mushroomod  i n  t h e  E m p i r o ,  b u t  were s c a t t e r e d ,  i s o l a t e d  a n d  

unknown t o  e e c h  o t h e r ,  W i t h  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u -  

t i o n ,  a l l  o f  t h e m  came i n t o  t h e  o p e n ,  w i t h  d i v e r g e n t  

p o l i c i e s  a n d  n o  r e c o g n i z e d  l e a d e r s h i p .  l8 U n d e r  t h e s e  c i r c u m -  

s t a n c e s ,  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  c o u l d  n o t  a s s u m e  p o w e r  o p e n l y  a n d ,  

h e n c e ,  t h e y  w i s e l y  l e f t  i t  i n  t h e  h a n d s  o f  v e t e r a n  s t a t e s -  

men l i k e  S a i d  a n d  Kiamil P a s h a s ,  T h u s  t h i s  d i s p e r s a l  o f  

p o w e r  b e t w e e n  t h e  p a l a c e ,  t h e  P o r t e  a n d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

b e c a m e  t h e  d o m i n a n t  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  t i l l  t h e  d e p o s i -  

t i o n  o f  A b d u l h a m i d  i n  A p r i l  1 9 0 9 .  F o r  a n u m b e r  o f  m o n t h s ,  

t h e  P o r t e  a n d  t h e  C , o m m i t t e e ,  d e s p i t e  c o n s t a n t  d i s a g r e e m e n t s ,  

were f o r c e d  t o  c o o p o r a t e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  m u t u a l  d i s t r u s t  

o f  t h e  p a l a c e ,  

I n  e a r l y  A u g u s t ,  t h e  f i r s t  s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  

e x e c u t i v e  a n d  t h e  C.U,P, o c c u r r e d  o v e r  t h e  r i g h t  t o  a p p o i n t  

t h e  f l i n i s t e r s  of War a n d  M a r i n e ,  l9 A c c o r d i n g  t o  Art ic le  

27 o f  t h e  1 8 7 6  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  S u l t a n  was i n v e s t e d  w i t h  

t h e  p o w o r s  t o  a p p o i n t  t h e  m i n i s t e r s  o f  War a n d  m a r i n e ,  

A r t i c l e  10 o f  t h e  r e v i v e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  a n n o u n c e d  o n  A u g u s t  



* 2 ,  1908 i n  t h e  T a n i n ,  r e i t e r a t e d  t h e s e  p o w e r s  o f  t h e  

S u l t a n ,  T h i s  m e a n t  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  Abdulhamic l  

w o u l d  s t i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  c r u c i a l  a r m e d  f o r c e s ,  

In  a d d i t i o n ,  a s  i n  1 8 7 6 ,  t h e  S u l t a n  was a l s o  g i v e n  t h e  

p r e r o g a t i v e  t o  a p p o i n t  t h e  G r a n d  Vizier  a n d  t h e  S h e i k - u l -  

Islam The C.U.P. w e r e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  l e t  t h e  S u l t a n  h a v e  -* 

a n y  v o i c e  i n  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f  War a n d  

M a r i n e .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e y  o p p o s e d  Ar t i c l e  1 0  o f  t h e  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  s t r o n g l y  a t t a c k e d  S a i d  P a s h a  f o r  d r a f t i n g  

it.'' The C o m m i t t e e  were a l s o  s u s p i c i o u s  o f  S a i d  P a s h a  

f o r  h a v i n g  r e l e a s e d  common c r i m i n a l s  a l o n g  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  

p r i s o n e r s .  They  a l s o  h e l d  t h e  Grand  Viz ie r  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  t h e  e s c a p e  o f  I z z e t  a n d  o t h e r  c o r r u p t  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  

o l d  r e g i m e .  I n  t h e i r  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  S a i d ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  

s e c u r e d  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  C e m a l u d d i n  E f e n d i ,  t h e  S h e i k - u l -  

Islam, who s t e a d l a s t l y  h e l d  t o  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  A b d u l h a m i d  

* The o t h e r  f o u r t e e n  c l a u s e s  o f  t h e  c h a r t e r  g u a r a n t e e d  
t h e  i n v i o l a b i l i t y  o f  d o m i c i l e ,  f r e e d o m  f r o m  a r b i t r a r y  
a r r e s t ,  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  t r a v e l  a b r o a d ,  f r e e d o m  o f  j o i n t  
commercial v e n t u r e s  w i t h  f o r e i g n e r s ,  e q u a l i t y  o f  a l l  
O t t o m a n s ,  a n d  p r o j e c t s  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  m i n i s t r i e s  
a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  e d r n i n i s t r i i t i o n  b i t h  t h o  a p p r o v a l  o f  
p a r l i a m e n t .  

S e e  Ahmad, p,  1 9 .  



d i d  n o t  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  a p p o i n t  t h e  two m i n i s t e r s  t o  

t h e  c a b i n e t ,  S a i d  had  e a r l i e r  j u s t i f i o d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  argument  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  S u l t a n  was t h e  Commander-in- 

C h i e f  o f  t h e  armed fo rces ,  i t  was o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  he  

s h o u l d  have t h e  r i g h t s  t o  a p p o i n t  m i n i s t e r s  o f  t h e  armed 

f o r c e s ,  21 H i s  c r i t i c s  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  

C,U,P, and Cemaluddin,  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c e  s were c i v i l  

and n o t  m i l i t a r y  i n  c h a r a c t e r  and, henco, t h e  S u l t a n  had 

no a u t h o r i t y  t o  a p p o i n t  h i s  nominees t o  t h e  two p o s i t i o n s ,  

I n  t h e  f a c e  o f  such s t i f f  o p p o s i t i o n ,  S a i d  Pasha was 

f o r c e d  t o  r e s i g n  h i s  o f f i c e  on  Auoust  - 5, 1908, 

With t h i s  background o f  i n t e r n a l  developments,  we 

w i l l  now t a k e  a l o o k  a t  t h e  immedia te  f o r e i g n  r e a c t i o n  t o  

th :  e v e n t s  o f  J u l y ,  1908, The Young Turk R e v o l u t i o n  h a d  

c a u g h t  a l l  t h e  n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w o r l d ,  b i g  o r  s m a l l ,  by 

s u r p r i s e  and i n  t h a t  one r e s p e c t  t h e  immedia te  f o r e i g n  

r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  was i d e n t i c a l ,  The i n t e r p r e t a -  

t i o n s  v a r i e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t o  wh ich  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r i e s  conce rned  were a f f e c t e d .  The 

r e s t  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  w i l l  be d e v o t e d  t o  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  

i m p a c t  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  abroad, i , e .  among t h e  powers and 

21. I b i d *  



T u r k e y ' s  B a l k a n  n o i g h b o u r s ,  t h e  o n e s  who h a d  m o r e  t h a n  a 

p a s s i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  a f f e i r s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  

I n  t h e  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  v i e w  was t h a t  

t h e  e v e n t  h a d  e v o k e d  t h e  w a r m e s t  s y m p a t h y  i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  

a n d  t h e  r e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  T u r k e y  was e a r n e s t l y  d e s i r e d .  

B a r c l a y ,  t h e  a c t i n g  a m b a s s a d o r ,  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  c o n v e y  

t o  t h e  G r a n d  V iz i e r  t h a t  p a s t  B r i t i s h  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  

M a c e d o n i a ,  A r m e n i a  a n d  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  were n e v e r  

m o t i v a t e d  by a n i m o s i t y  t o w a r d s  T u r k e y ,  b u t  were d e s i g n e d  

t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  o n c e  

t h i s  h a d  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  n o  f u r t h e r  B r i t i s h  

f n t e r v e n t i o n s .  2 2  F u r t h e r m o r e  : 

" I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  made  a t  t h e  
P o r t e  t h a t  t h e  b a n d s  h a v e  d i s a p p e a r e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f e w  d a y s ,  H i s  M a j e s t y e s  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  h a v i n g  n o  d e s i r e  t o  c a u s e  
e m b a r r a s s m e n t  t o  t h e  new T u r k i s h  Govern -  
m e n t ,  a n d  h a v i n g  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  Grand  V iz i e r  t o  
m a i n t a i n  o r d e r  a n d  s e c u r i t y  o f  l i f e  a n d  
p r o p e r t y  f o r  a l l  i n  M a c e d o n i a ,  a r e  
r e c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  m a k i n g  
any f u r t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  
s e n s e  s o  l o n g  a s  t r a n q u i l i t y  p r e v a i l s  
a n d  a n  e a r n e s t  e f f o r t  i s  made  t o  p r e s e r v e  
i t .  " 2 3  

2 2  . Grey  t o  B a r c l a y ,  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ,  J u l y  2 7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No. 1 3 4 ,  

2 3 .  I b i d .  



N o n o t h e l e s s ,  F a r c l a y  was  i r r s t r u c t , o d  n o t  t o  mako a n y  

p u b l i c  a n n o u n c e m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  f u t u r e  B r i t i s h  p o s i t i o n  , 
on  Armenia  o r  M a c e d o n i a ,  Such a n n o u n c e m e n t s  c o u l d  b e  

made o n l y  a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  P o w e r s  a n d  e v e n  

t h e n  on  a  c o l l e c t i v e  b a s i s .  With  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  i n t e r e s t s  

o f  t h e  P o w e r s ,  i t  c e r t a i n l y  was a f o r e g o n e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  

it would  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  t o  work o u t  a u n i f o r m  p o s i t i o n  

f o r  t h e  E m p i r e  among t h e  p o w e r s .  Hence ,  t h i s  i n i t i a l  

B r i t i s h  r e s p o n s e  516 no  f u r t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o t h e r  t h a n  

b e i n g  a  v a g u e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  s y m p a t h y  t o w a r d s  t h e  Young Turk  

c a u s e ,  

The f o r e i g n  s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  i n  Macedon ia  w e r e  

r e b u f f e d  on  a  number  o f  o c c a s i o n s  by t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  24  

Very few T u r k s  w e r e  w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t  d i r e c t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  

B r i t i s h  o r  F r a n c h  o f f i c e r s .  25 C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  

s t a f f  o f f i c e r s  w e r e  q i v e n  o r d e r s  n o t  t o  p e r f o r m  t h e i r  duties 

w i t h  t h e  a e n d a r r n e r i e  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  

T h e r e  was no d o u b t  t h e  Young Turk o f f i c e r s ,  who c o n s i d e r e d  

t h e  v e r y  p r e s e n c e  o f  f o r e i g n  o f f i c e r s  i n  Macedon ia  a n  

24 .  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  J u l y  2 7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 371 /544 ,  No. 1 9 3 .  

25.  B a r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l 2 ,  J u l y  2 8 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 371 /544 ,  No, 198. 



i n s u l t ,  were c o n s c i o u s l y  t r y i n q  t o  make  t h e  work  o f  t h e  

f o r e i g n  g o n d a r m o r i e  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  I )  morn  d i f f i c u l t .  On 

o c c a s i o n s ,  t h e y  e x p r e s s e d  t h i s  s e n t i m e n t  o p e n l y .  To c i t e  

a n  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  T u r k i s h  m i l i t a r y  a t t a c h ;  i n  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g  

t o l d  t h e  B r i t i s h  a m b a s s a d o r  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  a i m s  o f  

t h e  Young T u r k s  was t o  r i d  M a c e d o n i a  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  e l e -  

m e n t s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n s  o f  k e e p i n g  g o o d  r e l a t i o n s  

w i t h  all t h e  p o w e r s ,  2 6  H e n c e ,  i t  was  u p  t o  t h e  P o w e r s  t o  

s h o w  f a i t h  i n  t h e  new movement  by w i t h d r a w i n g  t h e  f o r e i g n  

q e n d a r m e r i e .  

When t h e  new T u r k i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  decided t o  i n v i t e  

f o r e i g n  e x p e r t s  t o  u n d e r t a k e  r e f o r m s  o f  t h e  n a v y ,  p o l i c e ,  

a r m y  a n d  f i n a n c e ,  L o w t h e r ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  a m b a s s a d o r ,  w a s  a p p r o a c h e d  

t o  f i n d  o u t  t h e  B r i t i s h  r e s p o n s e  t o  s u c h  a s c h e m e . 2 7  I n  t h e  b e g i n -  

n i n g  i t  c o n c e r n e d  o n l y  t h e  a r m y  a n d  Von Der G o l t z  was t h e  p e r s o n  

t h e  T u r k s  h o d  i n  m i n d  f o r  t h e  t a s k .  The a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  

F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  was t h a t  a n y  s u c h  s e l e c t i o n  s h o u l d  h e  p o s t -  

p o n e d  t i l l  t h e  T u r k i s h  P a r l i a m e n t  h a d  met i n  December  a n d  

t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  f i r m l y  

26, O ' B e i r n e  t o  G r e y ,  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  J u l y  2 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0.  3 7 1 / 5 4 4  No. 1 3 0 .  

27 .  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  A u g u s t  1 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No. 2 3 1 .  



4t 
been e s t a b l i s h e d .  

Gera rd  Lowthe r ' s  welcome on h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  C o n s t a n t i -  

n o p l e  was e x t r e m e l y  c o r d i a l ,  He was met a t  t h e  S i r k e j i r a i l w a y  

s t a t i o n  by  a huge c rowd  and a number o f  speeches were made 

h e r a l d i n g  a  new e r a  i n  A n g l o - T u r k i s h  . r . e l a t i ~ V . 2 8  The 

pe r fo rmance  was r e p e a t e d  w h i l e  Lowther  was r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  

embassy a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  aud ience  w i t h  Abdulhamid on  August  

7. The e n t i r e  f o u r  m i l e  r o u t e  was t h r o n g e d  w i t h  p e o p l e  

and a number o f  f r i e n d l y  speeches were made i n  f r o n t  o f  

t h e  Sub l ime  P o r t e  and t h e  B r i t i s h  embassy by members o f  

t h e  C .U Such d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  and speech making 

w I n  t h e  words o f  Grey 1 "The q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  a p p o i n t -  
ment o f  f o r e i g n e r s  i s  one f o r  g r a v e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  
and a s  t h e r e  a r e  so many d i s t i n g u i s h e d  T u r k i s h  
Genera ls ,  i t  may be f o u n d  t h a t  one o f  them wou ld  
be c o n s i d e r e d  by t h e  army t o  be more a c c e p t a b l e .  
If f o r e i g n e r s  o t h e r  t h a n  Engl ishmen,  were n o m i n a t e d  
i m m e d i a t e l y  a s  F i n a n c i a l  and m i l i t a r y  A d v i s e r s .  
much d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  wou ld  c e r t a i n l y  be f e l t  h e r e ,  
We do n o t ,  however,  d e s i r e  t o  oppose t h e  employ- 
ment o f  Genera l  Van Der G o l t z  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  n o r  
t o  be r e s p o n s i b l e  i n  any way f o r  i n f l u e n c i n g  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  Turks  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  a p p o i n t -  
ment o f  a n  e x p e r t . "  

See Grey t o  Lowther ,  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ,  August  20, 1908, 
i n  F. 0, 371/545, No. 161, 

28. Lowthe r  t o  Gray, C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  August  7, 1908, 
i n  F. 0. 371/545, No. 218. 

2 9 .  I b i d .  



C o n t i n u e d  u n a b a t e d  f o r  a numbor  o f  w e o k s  a f t e r  t h e  r o s t o r a -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  H o r e  is t h e  s a m p l e  o f  a s p e e c h  

d e l i v e r e d  by  t h e  s p o k e s m a n  o f  t h e  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  e m b a s s y  g a r d e n  i n  e a r l y  A u g u s t ,  

"We h a v e  come h i t h e r  t o  t e n d e r  t h e  s i n c e r e  
s e n t i m e n t s  o f  o u r  f ree  h e a r t s  t o  G r e a t  
B r i t a i n ,  May t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  w h i c h  is  t h e  
e s t a b l i s h e r  o f  a b s o l u t e  j u s t i c e ,  b e  e v e r  
p r o s p e r o u s ,  e v e r  m o r e  p o w e r f u l  t h a n  a n y  
o t h e r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  w o r l d ,  may h e r  b a t t l e -  
s h i p s  f i l l  t h e  s e a ;  may t h e  s h a d o w  o f  h e r  
s h i p s  c o v e r  t h e  l a n d ,  We know E n g l a n d  a s  
a p r o t e c t r e s s  o f  h u m a n f t y  a n d  f r e e d o m  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o l e  w o r l d ,  F o r  t h i s  we 
l o v e  t h e  E n g l i s h .  We a r e  t h e  weak m e d i c a l  
s t u d e n t s  o f  a  n a t i o n  w h i c h  d e s i r e s  l e a r n -  
i n g  a n d  p r o g r e s s ,  In  t h e  name o f  a h a p l e s s  
n a t i o n  s t r e a k i n q  i n  i t s  h e a r t  we e n t r e a t  
G r e a t  B r i t a i n  t o  b e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  w i t n e s s  o f  
t h e  f r e e d o m  we h a v e  o b t a i n e d .  Long l i v e  
E n g l a n d l  Long l i v e  f r e e d o m l " 3 0  

The Turkish A m b a s s a d o r  i n  London a t t e m p t e d  t o  g a i n  G r e y ' s  

s u p p o r t  i n  s e c u r i n g  t h e  n o n - i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  B u l g a r i a  i n  

M a c e d o n i a .  The  a m b a s s a d o r  was n o t  t o o  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  

S e r b i a n  o r  C r e e k  i n t r i g u e s  s i n c e  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  l a t t e r  

t o  b e  i n  a weak p o s i t i o n  t o  i n t e r f e r e  i n  T u r k i s h  a f f a i r s ,  

I t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  why h e  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  t h e  G r e e k  p o t e n t i a l  

f o r  i n t r i g u e ,  A s  h e  w a s  u n c e r t a i n  a b o u t  B u l g a r i a ,  h e  

a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  t o  u s e  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  

3 0 ,  B s r c l a y  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  A u g u s t  4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No. 427 .  



S o f i a .  Grey promised t o  use a l l  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  

h i s  power t o  d i s cou rage  o u t s i d e  movements f r om  u p s e t t i n g  , 
t h e  r e f o r m  programme i n  Macedonia. The T u r k i s h  Ambassador 

a l s o  sought  more B r i t i s h  i nves tmen ts  i n  t h e  Empire, wh ich  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m  had been d w i n d l i n g  f o r  a number o f  years ,  

Grey gave t h e  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  i n t e r n a l  s t a t e  o f  t h e  Empi re  

as t h e  reason  and promisod f u r t h e r  i n f l o w  o f  B r i t i s h  

c a p i t a l  under  improved c o n d i t i o n s ,  32 There were a l s o  

c o n t a c t s  a t  o t h e r  l e v e l s  between p rominen t  members o f  t h e  

C,U.P. and t h e  F o r e i g n  O f f i ce .  I n  mid-August Ahmed R i za  

who was s t i l l  i n  P a r i s  had a d i s c u s s i o n  w i th  B e r t i e ,  t h e  

B r i t i s h  Ambassador, He was i n t r o d u c e d  t o  B e r t h  by S h e r i f  

Pasha, t h e  son o f  a K u r d i s h  c h i e f t a i n  and a  one t i m e  

f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  o f  Turkey. 33 A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  was a  

rumour b e i n g  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a  coup o n t h e  - 
T u r k i s h  model was b e i n g  ha t ched  i n  Egypt .  R i z a  wa3 t a k e n  

a l o n g  as  a spokesman o f  t h e  Young Turks t o  assu re  t h e  

B r i t i s h  tha t ,  i n  t h e  even t  o f  any such developments, t h e  

3 1 ,  Grey t o  Louther ,  F o r e i g n  O f f i ce ,  August 20, 1908, 
i n  F 0. 371/545, NO. 338 ,  

Am ss do 
33. / ~ e r ? a e  &o t r e y ,  P a r i s ,  August 20, 1908, i n  F. 0. 

371/545, No. 315. 



i n s u r g e n t s  i n  E g y p t  wou ld  r e c e i v e  no  s u p p o r t  from C o n s t a n t i -  

n o p l e .  34 R i z e  a l s o  w r o t e  o l e t t o r  t o  Grey d e f i n i n g  t h e  

v i e w s  and a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  Young Turks.  The main  o b j e c t  

o f  t h e  l e t t e r  was t o  o b t a i n  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  Powers t o  t h e  

Young Turk programme o f  b u i l d i n g  t h e  base f o r  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

government  w i t h o u t  f o r e i g n  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  Macedonia and e l s e -  

where. 

The relations between F rance  and t h e  new T u r k i s h  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  months o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  

were more o r  l e s s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  d e s c r i b e d  above between 

B r i t a i n  and t h e  Young Turks, F rance  w i t h  h a r  i n v e s t m e n t s  

nnd i n  h e r  r o l e  as  t h e  p r o t e c t o r  o f  C a t h o l i c s  i n  t h e  Emp i re  

had  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n t e r e s t s  i n  Turkey, b u t  she was i n  no  way 

commi t ted  t o  a p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  Hamidian despot ism.  If t h e  

Near  E a s t e r n  q u e s t i o n  c o u l d  be s o l v e d  a l o n g  a l i n e  wh ich  wou ld  

l e s s e n  German i n f l u e n c e  w i t h o u t  u p s e t t i n g  t h e  F r e n c h  p o s i t i o n ,  

i t  wou ld  have been q u i t e  a c c e p t a b l e  i n  P a r i s .  As t h e  Young Turk 

r e v o l u t i o n  was i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  many q u a r t e r s  as  a b l o w  t o  German 

p r e s t i g e  and economic i n t e r e s t s ,  t h i s  was t h e  way i t  was 

u n d e r s t o o d  by most F r e n c h  o b s e r v e r s  o f  t h e  scene. Con- 

s e q u e n t l y  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  two governments,  Turkey  

and France,  were amicab le .  The F rench  M i n i s t e r  o f  F inance,  

C a i l l a u x ,  who was i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  d u r i n g  t h e  e a r l y  p a r t  

34. I b i d ,  



o f  August ,  p u t  p r e s s u r e  on t h e  P o r t e  t o  h i r e  a  F r e n c h  

35  * 
f i n a n c i a l  e x p e r t  t o  r e s t r u c t u r e  t h e  T u r k i s h  economy, 

L o w t h e r  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l o  wanted  t o  t a l k  t h e  Grand V i z i e r  

o u t  o f  t h i s  scheme, b u t  he  was a d v i s e d  b y  t h e  F o r e i g n  

O f f i c e  t o  d e s i s t ,  The F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  f e l t  i t  u n l i k e l y  

t h e  Tu rks  w o u l d  a c c e p t  a  f o r e i g n  f i n a n c i a l  a d v i s e r  a n d  an  

35. L o w t h e r  t o  Grey, C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  Augus t  9, 1908, i n  
F. 0. 371/545, No, 221. 

.1c 1n 1875, t h e  Ottoman Government d e f a u l t e d  t h e  c h a r o e s  
on  a  f o r e i g n  d e b t  o f  two  h u n d r e d  m i l l i o n  pounds s t e r l -  
i n o  a n d  s i x  y e a r s  l a t e r  a  c o n t r a c t  was c o n c l u d e d  
be tween t h e  P o r t e  and  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  i t s  
f o r e i g n  and  d o m e s t i c  c r e d i t o r s  f o r  t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  o f  
payments  on Ottoman bonds, An agreement  c a l l e d  t h e  
Decree  o f  Mor~har rem (named a f t e r  t h e  T u r k i s h  month i n  
w h i c h  i t  was d r a f t e d )  e s t a b l i s h e d  European c o n t r o l  
o v e r  a p a r t  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l  r e v e n u e s  and t h i s  n e w l y  
c o n s t i t u t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  body was c a l l e d  t h e  Admin i -  
s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Ottoman P u b l i c  Debt ,  I t s  e x e c u t i v e  
Commit tee,  v a r i o u s l y  known a s  t h e  " C o u n c i l " ,  t h e  
" P u b l i c  Debt,"  o r  m e r e l y  t h e  "Deb tn  was composed o f  
s i x  f o r e i g n  d e l e g a t e s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  B r i t a i n ,  H o l l a n d ,  
F rance ,  Germany, I t a l y  and  A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y .  A 
s e v e n t h  member l o o k e d  a f t e r  T u r k i s h  i n t e r e s t s .  B e i n g  
composed o f  d i v e r s e  n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  t h e  C o u n c i l  r e p r e -  
s e n t e d  seven  d i f f e r i n g  f o r c e s .  No s i n g l e  power  was 
a b l e  t o  o b t a i n  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  Empire ,  I n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  com- 
p e t i t i o n  was between B r i t a i n ,  F r a n c e  a n d  Germany, 
I t a l y  and  A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y  h a d  o n l y  a  l i m i t e d  cap= i t y  
t o  e x p o r t  c a p i t a l  and, a s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  
c l u s t e r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  German Deu tsche  Bank, The B r i t i s h  
and  F r e n c h  i n t e r e s t s  s i m i l a r l y  were  c e n t r e d  a r o u n d  t h e  
Ang lo -F rench  Ottoman Bank. Hence, i n  p u r s u a n c e  o f  t h e i r  
f u r t h e r  i n t a r e s t s ,  B r i t a i n ,  F r a n c e  and  Germany v i e d  w i t h  
one  a n o t h e r  t o  g e t  t h e i r  own n a t i o n a l s  n o m i n a t e d  t o  t h e  
v a r i o u s  a d v i s o r y  p o s i t i o n s  o p e n i n g  up  i n  t h e  Ottoman 
Emp i re .  
See, 0.  B l a i s d e l l  i n  European F i n a n c i a l  C o n t r o l  i n  t h e  
Ottomnri E m p i r v ,  New York,  1929, pp, 1, 2, 236,  
Forth:; i n vc l s tmen t  o f  European c a p i t a l  i n  t h e  Ottoman 
E m p i r e  n o n e r a l l y  see H e r b a r t  F e i s ,  E u r o p o r  t h e  W o r l d ' s  
Banker ,  1870-1914, N e w  Haven, 1930, 



u n n e c e s s a r y  B r i t i s h  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h o  a f f a i r  w o u l d  c a u s e  

f r i c t i o n  w i t h  F r a n c e ,  t h e  a l l y  o f  Great B r i t a i n .  L o w t h e r  1 

was t o l d  n o t  t o  r a i s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  u n l e s s  t h e  T u r k s  d i d  s o  

t h e m s e l v e s  f i r s t .  36 I n  s u c h  a c a s n ,  t h e  a m b a s s a d o r  was a d v i s e d  

t o  d i s s u a d e  t h e  T u r k s  f r o m  h i r i n g  a F r e n c h  f i n a n c i a l  e x p e r t ,  I n  

t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  T u r k s  d i d  h i r e  a F r e n c h  a d v i s o r ,  b u t  

B r i t i s h  s e n t i m e n t s  were more  t h a n  a p p e a s e d  when t h e  s e r v i c e s  

o f  a B r i t i s h  a d m i r a l  w e r e  s o u g h t  t o  r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  n a v y .  *3 7 

3 6 .  G r e y  t o  L o w t h e r ,  F o r e i a n  O f f i c e ,  A u g u s t  1 2 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F .  0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  N O .  i 4 8 .  

* I n  mid-November ,  1 9 0 8 ,  C h a r l e s  L a u r e n t ,  a F r e n c h -  
man,  was a p p o i n t e d  F i n a n c i a l  A d v i s e r  t o  t h e  P o r t e .  
I n  December  o f  t h e  samo y e a r  A d m i r a l  D o u g l a s  
Gamble  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Navy was  a p p o i n t e d  t o  
r e o r g a n i z e  t h e  Ot toman  Navy. In  J a n u a r y  1 9 0 9 ,  
t h e  P o r t e  a l s o  h i r e d  a n  E n g l i s h m a n ,  R i c h a r d  
C r a w f o r d ,  a s  t h e  C u s t o m s  A d v i s e r .  

S e e :  Ber t i e  t o  G r e y ,  P a r i s ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 3 6 9 .  

G r e y  t o  L o w t h e r ,  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ,  December  8, 1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 9 ,  No. 4 7 6  a n d  

Grey  t o  R i f a a t  P a s h a ,  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ,  J a n u a r y  4 ,  
1909,  i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 9 ,  u n n u m b e r e d .  

37. L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  A u g u s t  2 1 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No. 2 3 5 .  



I n  ~ ~ s ~ i ~ ,  t h e  n e w s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  was r e c e i v e d  

w i t h  a p p r e h e n s i o n ,  R u s s i a  d i d  n o t  l i k e  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  h a v i n g  

a r e j u v e n a t e d  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  a s  n e i g h b o u r  a s  s h e  was a f r a i d  o f  

t h e  e f f e c t  t h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  o n  h e r  own s u p p r e s s e d  M u s l i m  p o p u l a -  

t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  C a u c a s u s  a n d  t h e  C e n t r a l  A s i a n  K h a n a t e s  o f  ~ o k -  

h a r a ,  K h i v a  a n d  S a m a r k a n d .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h r e e  y e a r s  e a r l i e r  i n  

1 9 0 5 ,  t h e  a u t o c r a c y  h a d  b e e n  f o r c e d  t o  g i v e  a f a i r l y  b r o a d -  

b a s e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  government. N i c h o l a s  I 1  a c c e d e d  t o  t h e  

w i s h e s  o f  t h e  l i b e r a l  e l e m e n t s  i n  R u s s i a  w i t h  g r e a t  r e l u c t a n c e  

a n d  e v e n  t h e n  o n l y  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  e x t r e m e  p o l i t i c a l  t u r m o i l ,  

E n d l e s s  p o l i t i c a l  a s s a s s i n a t i o n s  a n d  R u s s i a ' s  h u m i l i a t i n g  d e f e a t  

i n  1 9 0 5  i n  h e r  war w i t h  J a p a n ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

d e g e n e r a t i o n  o f  h e r  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  h a d  f i n a l l y  

f o r c e d  t h e  T s a r  i n t o  g i v i n g  t h i s  b r o a d - b a s e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

g o v e r n m e n t ,  N i c h o l a s  11, u n l i k e  h i s  f a t h e r  A l e x a n d e r  I I I *  who 

* A b d u l h a m i d  a d m i r e d  A l e x a n d e r  111 a n d  he a p p r o v e d  t h e  
h a r s h  way i n  w h i c h  A l e x a n d e r  s u p p r e s s e d  t h e  r e v o l u -  
t i o n a r i e s .  When t h e  S u l t a n  was c o n g r a t u l a t e d  b y  h i s  
o f f i c e r s  o n  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  h i s  o l d  e n e m y  R u s s i a  b y  
J a p a n  i n  1 9 0 5 ,  h i s  r e a c t i o n  tuas n o t  o n e  o f  e l a t i o n ,  
He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  e v e n t  c a l l e d  f o r  n o  g r e a t  j u b i l a t i o n  
b e c a u s e  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  T s a r  was a b l o w  t o  t h e  
p r i n c i p l e  o f  a u t o c r a c y  a n d  t h e  o n l y  a u t o c r a t s  l e f t  
i n  E u r o p e  were h i m s e l f  a n d  t h e  T s a r  o f  R u s s i a .  H i s  
w o r d s  werer " I  h a v e  n o  r e a s o n  t o  b e  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  w a r ,  I t  w i l l ,  i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d ,  b r i n g  
a b o u t  a r e v o l u t i o n  i n  R u s s i a ,  T h e  T s a r  is  t h e  l a s t  
a b s o l u t e  r u l e r  i n  E u r o p e ,  e x c e p t  m y s e l f ,  a n d  a n y t h i n g  
t h a t  s h a k e s  h i s  t h r o n e  w i l l  s h a k e  m i n e  a s  wel l . "  

See A l l e n  U p u a r d ,  E a s t  End  o f  E u r o p e ,  L o n d o n ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
p,  345. A l s o  C h a r l e s  E l i o t ,  T u r k e y  i n  E u r o n c ,  -- 
L o n d o n ,  1 9 0 7 ,  p.  426. 



s u c c e s s f u l l y  q u a s h e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement  i n  R u s s i a  

a f t e r  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  h i s  f a t h e r  A l e x a n d e r  I i n  1381, 

was  u n a b l e  t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t i d e  a n d  f i n a l l y  g c v e  

i n  t o  l i b e r a l  d e m a n d s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  a  c o m p l e t e  c a t a s t r o p h e ,  

I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  when N i c h o l a s  f i n a l l y  a g r e e d  t o  c o n v e n e  a - Duma 

( p a r l i a m e n t )  i t  w a s  d o n e  a g a i n s t  h i s  w i l l .  As a  r e s u l t ,  a t  t h e  

f i r s t  o p p o r t u n e  momen t ,  t h e  T s a r  d i s s o l v e d  t h e  F i r s t  Duma ( 1 9 0 6 )  

a n d  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  l a w s  were c h a n g e d  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  w e a l t h y  

a n d  p r o p e r t i e d  c l a s s e s .  By 1 9 0 8 ,  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  f o r c e s  were 

o n c e  a q a i n  i n  f u l l  a s c e n d a n c e  i n  R u s s i a .  

I t  w a s  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  c o n s e r v a t i v e  r e a c t i o n  t h a t  

€ h e  Young T u r k  R e v o l u t i o n  b r o k e  o u t  a n d ,  h e n c e ,  i t  was  n o t  

s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  c o n s e r v a t i v e  P r e s s  s p o k e  o u t  a g a i n s t  

t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  T u r k e y ,  Novoe  Vremya ,  

t h e  p r o m i n e n t  c o n s e r v a t i v e  P e t e r s b u r g  n e w s p a p e r ,  e d i t e d  by  

C h e k o v ' s  f r i e n d  A l e x e y  S u v o r i n ,  f o c u s e d  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  o n l y  o n  

t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  t h e  Young Turk  a s p i r a t i o n s .  
3 8  

Novoe  Vremya ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  c o n s e r v a t i v e  p r e s s  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  P e t e r s b u r y  a n d  Moscow, a l s o  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  

Young T u r k  Movement  a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a n t a n g o n i s t i c  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  

o f  t h e  n o n - M u s l i m s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  The memorandum s u b m i t t e d  t o  

t h e  c o n s u l s  by  t h e  C,U.P, p r o m i s i n g  e q u a l  c i v i l  r i g h t s  f o r  a l l  

38, O ' B e i r n e  t o  G r e y ,  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  J u l y  2 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F ,  0 ,  3 7 1 / 5 4 4 ,  No, 3 4 0 .  



T u r k i s h  s u b j o c t s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  r a c e  o r  n a t i o n a l i t y  was s e e n  

a s  a h o a x  m e a n t  f o r  f o r e i g n  c o n s u m p t i o n .  The n o w s p a p e r s  q l s o  

a c c u s e d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  who were i n  a c t u a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o n t r o l  

o f  v a r i o u s  d i s t r i c t s  i n  M a c e d o n i a  a s  f o l l o w i n g  a p o l i c y  d i r e c t l y  

o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  p r o f e s s e d  a i m s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  

A s  t o  t h e  R u s s i a n  s o c i a l i s t  p r e s s  a b r o a d ,  i t  d i d  n o t  g i v e  

t o o  much p r o m i n e n c e  t o  a f f a i r s  i n  T u r k e y  a s  i t  was p r e o c c u p i e d  

w i t h  p r o b l e m s  o f  i t s  own, The R u s s i a n  s o c i a l i s t s  a b r o a d ,  i n  

cases  w h e r e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  v i e w  t h e  Young Turk  movement  a s  n o  

m o r e  t h a n  a  p o w e r - p l a y  by d i s c o n t e n t e d  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

a n d  b u r e a u c r a c y  w i t h  l i t t l e  consequence t o  t h e  p o p u l a c e ,  were 

n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  a c q u a i n t e d  w i t h  T u r k e y  t o  commen t  o n  h e r  a f f a i r s ,  

M o r e o v e r ,  i n  1908 ,  t h e r e  were few a d h e r e n t s  o f  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  

c a u s e  w i t h i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e ,  W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  s o m e  

A r m e n i a n  e x i l e s  i n  R u s s i a ,  who s l i p p e d  a c r o s : :  t h e  T u r k i s h  f r o n t i e r  

t o  p r o p a g a t e  t h e i r  v i e w s ,  f e w  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  were e x p o s e d  

t o  s o c i a l i s t  i d e a s  a n d  n o  mass c o n v e r s i o n s  o c c u r r e d  a s  a r e s u l t  

o f  t h e  former 's  a c t i v i t i e s .  The M u s l i m s  were a p a t h e t i c  a n d  s o  

were t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  t h e m s e l v e s .  A l s o  T u r k e y  

p l a y e d  n o  r o l e  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s t  c o n g r e s s e s  o f  t h e  

l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  a n d  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s  a n d ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  

was  u n a b l e  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  t h i n k i n g  among E u r o p e a n  s o c i a l i s t s ,  

F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  t h e  f a m o u s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s o c i a l i s t  c o n g r e s s  

o f  1 9 0 7  i n  F r a n k f u r t ,  w h i c h  was  a t t e n d e d  b y  a l l  t h e  f a m o u s  

s o c i a l i s t s  a n d  r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  o f  t h e  time -- W i l h e l m  a n d  Karl 



L i e b n e c h t ,  J e a n  J a u r o s ,  Rosa  Luxemburg ,  L o n i n ,  A n g e l i c a  

B a l a b a n o v ,  P l e k h a n o v ,  A u q u s t  R e b e l  a n d  o t h e r s  -- n o n e  r e p r e -  

s e n t e d  T u r k e y ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  d e l e g a t e s  were p r e s e n t  f r o m  

f a r  away  p l a c e s  s u c h  a s  I n d i a  a n d  P e r s i a .  

The o f f i c i a l  P e t e r s b u r g  v i e w ,  o s t e n s i b l y ,  was  t o  l e a v e  

t h e  T u r k s  a l o n e ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  S l a v i c  r a c e s  i n  

N a c e d o n i a  were r e m e d i e d .  O t h e r w i s e  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  were a s s u r e d  

o f  f u l l  s u p p o r t  f r o m  R u s s i a .  To t h i s  e x t e n t ,  R u s s i a  a g r e e d  w i t h  

Great B r i t a i n  t h a t  t h e  T u r k i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  a n  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  a n d  r e m e d y  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  M a c e d o n i a  

w i t h o u t  u n d u e  S o r e i g n  i n t e r f e r e n c e .  

I n  V i e n n a  a s  i n  Great B r i t a i n  a n d  F r a n c e ,  t h e  T u r k i s h  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  o v o k e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  i n t e r e s t .  The i n i t i a l  f e e l -  

ing was o n e  o f  s k e p t i c i s m  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  p r e s s  was n o n - c o m m i t t a l  

m e r e l y  s t a t i n g  t h e  o b v i o u s .  The A u s t r i a n  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  w h i c h  

i n c l u d e d  t h e  o f f i c i a l s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  were n o t  a t  a l l  h a p p y  

a t  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  T u r k e y .  T h i s  made  

B o s n i a - H e r z e o g o v i n a  t h e  o n l y  a r e a  i n  t h e  B a l k a n  p e n i n s u l a  

w i t h o u t  a  p a p e r  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  The A u s t r i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  a l s o  d i d  

n o t  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  h a v i n g  t o  d e a l  w i t h  a  c o n -  

s t i t u t i o n a l ,  a n t i - f o r e i g n  T u r k e y ,  w h i c h  t h e y  f e a r e d  w o u l d  

b e  a t o u ~ h e r  a d v e r s a r y  i n  c o m m e r c i a l  d e a l i n g s ,  u n l i k e  t h e  

P a l a c e  c l i q u e .  C e r t a i n  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  p r e s s  i n t e r p r e t e d  

t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  a s  d e t r i m e n t a l  



t o  t h e  p o l i c i o s  o f  B r i t a i n  and Russ ia  i n  Macedonia a s  

t h i s  w o u l d  p u t  an end t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h o  Reva l  

schemes, They even p r o p h e s i e d  a  t o t a l  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  t h o  

f o r e i g n  gendarmer ie  from M a c ~ d o n i a ,  though t h e r e  were no  

i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e .  Tho movement o f  1876 was seen 

as t h e  work o f  an a c t i v e  m i n o r i t y ,  whereas 1908 was t h e  

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  peop le .  Under such c i r c u m -  

s tances ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n  p r e s s ,  w i t h  t h e  R e i c h p o s t  

as t h e  p r i m a r y  spokesman, saw t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  end o f  

a m b a s s a d o r i a l  r u l e  i n  P a r i s .  39 They saw t h o  who le  movement 

as a n t i - f o r e i g n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a n t i - d e s p o t i c  w i t h  t h e  permanent  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  European t u t e l a g e  as t h e  g r i e v a n c e  a n d  n o t  t h e  

m i s r u l e  o f  t h e  S u l t a n .  There were o t h e r  newspapers wh ich  t o o k  

an o p p o s i n g  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  f o r e i g n  i n t e r -  

v e n t i o n .  F r e m d e n b l a t t ,  f o r  example, was o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  

f o r e i o n  i n t e r v e n t i o n  was n o t  f i n i s h e d  i n  Turkey b y  any 

means, s i n c e  n e i t p o r  B r i t a i n  n o r  Russ ia  had w i t h d r a w n  t h e i r  

p roposed  schemes o f  r e f o r m  f o r  ~ a c e d o n i a .  T h i s  newspaper 

t o o k  t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  t h a t  as  A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y  w ished  w e l l  f o r  

t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  Macedonia, she s h o u l d  work i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  

t h e  powers, By s t a t i n g  t h e  obv ious ,  nowhere d i d  t h e  A u s t r i a n  

39. Ambassador C a r n e a i e  t o  Grey, Vienna, August  5 ,  1908, 
i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No, 104. 

40. I b i d .  



p r e s  o r  o f f i c i a l s  d i s c u s s  t h e  p r o b l e m s  t h a t  r e a l l y  a f f e c t e d  

t h e m  a n d  t h u s  managed  t o  h i d e  t h e  t r u e  s i g n i f i c a n c o  o f  t h y  

Young T u r k  R e v o l u t i o n ,  a s  i t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  M o n a r c h y ' s  i n t e r e s t s ,  

from t h e  A u s t r i a n  p u b l i c .  I n  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 0 8 ,  t h e  A u s t r i a n  

F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r  , Bar 0" d 8  A e h r e n t h a l ,  h a d  a n n o u n c e d  h i s  

i n t e n t i o n  o f  l i n k i n g  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r a i l w a y  o f  B o s n i a  t h r o u g h  

t h e  San  j a k  o f  N o v i - B a z a r  w i t h  t h e  N i t r o v i c a - S a l o n i c a  l i n e .  
41 

S u c h  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s  w o u l d  h a v e  d e f i n i t e l y  

s e p d r a t e d  S e r b i a  f r o m  M o n t e n e g r o  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e i r  u n i o n .  

A l s o  t h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  d e p r i v e d  S e r b i a  o f  a n  A d r i a t i c  o u t l e t ,  

A u s t r i a  f o l l o ~ u e r l  h e r  r a i l w a y  c a m p a i g n  w i t h  a smear c a m p a i g n  

a g a i r l s t  S e r b i a  ; nd ,  a t  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  Young Turk  r e v o l t ,  

o n  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y  s y s t e m s  o f  

B o s n i a  a n d  T u r k e y ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  A u s t r i a n  t r a d e  t o  
L 

move i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  Aaegean  a n d  P l e d i t b J a n e a n  5 e a s .  w i t h  

t h e  s p e e d y  c o n n e c t i o n  o f  a r a i l w a y  l i n e  b e t w e e n  T u r k e y  a n d  

Greece ( S a l o n i c a - L a r i s s a ) ,  A e h r e n t h a l  h o p e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a 

d i r e c t  V ienna -Budapes t -Sa ra j evo -Athens -P i r aeus  l i n e  t h a t  w o u l d  

b e  t h e  s h o r t e s t  r o u t e  f r o m  c e n t r a l  E u r o p e  t o  E g y p t  a n d  I n d i a ,  4 2  

A u s t r i a  f o r m a l l y  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  S a n j a k  R a i l w a y  C o n c e s s i o n  

i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  o n  December  2 7 ,  1 9 0 7 ,  a s s u r i n g  A b d u l h a m i d  

4 1 .  Wank, S. A e h r e n t h a l  a n d  t h e  S a n j a k  o f  N o v i - E a z a r  - 
R a i l w a y  P r o  j n c t ,  S l a v o n i c  a n d  ~ a s t  E u r o p e a n  R e v i e w ,  

v 

XLII, 1 9 6 3 - 6 4 ,  pp .  356-57. 

4 2 .  I b i d . ,  p a s s i m .  



t h a t  t h e  M o n a r c h y ' s  B a l k a n  p o l i c y  was  a  p e a c e f u l  o n e  a n d  

m i n i m i z e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  S a n j a k  o f  N o v i - B a z a r ,  

d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i n  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 0 7 ,  i n  a  c o n f i d o n t i a l  

memorandum, A e h r e n t h a l  h a d  m i n i m i z e d  t h e  e c o n o m i c  i m p o r t a n c e  

o f  t h e  S a n j a k  a n d  s t r e s s e d  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  v a l u e .  F i n a l l y  w i t h  

G e r m a n y ' s  a s s i s t a n c e ,  A u s t r i a  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  S u l t a n  

When t h e  Young T u r k s  s e i z e d  p o w e r  i n  T u r k e y ,  A u s t r i a  was 

l e f t  i n  a q u a n d r y ,  S h e  g a i n e d  t h e  r a i l w a y  c o n c e s s i o n  u n d e r  t h e  

o l d  r e g i m e  a n d  now s h e  was  u n c e r t a i n  a s  t o  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  

new r e g i m e  t o w a r d s  t h e  f l o n a r c h y O s  d e s i g n s  o n  t h e  B a l k a n s .  The 

Young Turk  R e v o l u t i o n  a l s o  made i t  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  A u s t r i a  c a m e  

t o  s o m e  s w i f t  d e c i s i o n s  on  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a ,  

w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  a w a r d e d  t h e  Monarchy  f o r  t e m p o r a r y  o c c u p a t i o n  i n  

1 8 7 8  u n d e r  A r t i c l e  25  o f  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  B e r l i n .  I t  was  s t i p u -  

l a t e d  i n  t h e  T r e a t y  t h a t  A u s t r i a  s h o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  e v a c u a t e  

t h e  two  p r o v i n c e s ,  w i t h o u t  a c t u a l l y  p r e s c r i b i n g  a t i m e - t a b l e  

f a s t l y  h e l d  t o  t h e  v i e w  t h a t  t h e  t o s s  o f  t h e  t w o  p r o v i n c e s  

were o n l y  t e m p o r a r y  a n d  t h a t  A u s t r i a  was  u n d e r  t r e a t y  o b l i g a -  
1 
t i o n  t o  r e t u r n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  t o  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  a t  a f u t u r e  

d a t e .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  A u s t r i a n  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ,  when i t  h e a r d  

o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  i n  T u r k e y ,  b e c a m e  g r e a t l y  



p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  t h e  Bosn ian  q u e s t i o n ,  b u t  i t  c a r e f u l l y  a v o i d e d  

any open d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t .  The q u e s t i o n  o f  Bosn ia -  

H e r z e g o v i n a  u i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  i n  d e t a i l  i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  c h a p t e r ,  

d When t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  b r o k e  o u t  i n  Turkey i n  1908, a  r a g i n g  

c o n t r o v e r s y  was g o i n g  on i n  t h e  German p r e s s  a b o u t  t h e  wan ing  
* 

power  o f  t h e  R e i c h  i n  t h e  Near Eas t .  The r e v o l u t i o n  was a s  

* ~t a l l  s t a r t e d  o u t  w i t h  a rumour  i n  t h e  German p r e s s  i n  
May and  June t h a t  Von M a r s c h a l l  was 9 0 i n g  t o  be r e c a l l e d  
f rom C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  as  a c o n c e s s i o n  t o  R u s s i a  and  B r i t a i n .  
A p p a r e n t l y ,  t h e  rumour  was s t a r t e d  by an  unknown d i p l o m a t  
i n  B e r l i n ,  b u t  t h e  news was g i v e n  w i d e  c o v e r a ~ e  i n  S o u t h  
Germ: 7 newspapers  and  t h e  p u b l i c  i n d i g n a t i o n  was g r e a t  be- 
cause  o f  M p r e a l l ' s  p o p u l a r i t y .  From t h e  Von M a r s c h a l l  
q u e s t i o n  t h e  c o n t r o v E r s y  e x t e n d e d  f u r t h e r  t o  o t h e r  a s p e c t s ,  
where even t r i f l i n g  m a t t e r s  were g i v e n  g r e a t  d i p l o m a t i c  
s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  Germans had  b u i l t  a h o s p i t a l  
i n  T u r k e y  i n  1844 w i t h  German money and  i t  was s t i p u l a t e d  
i n  t h e  s t a t u t e s  o f  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  o n l y  Germans o r  
German p r o t e c t e d  s u b j e c t s  i n  Turkey  w o u l d  be e l e c t e d  t o  
s e r v e  o n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w h i c h  made p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s ,  The 
f a c t  t h a t  a  Swiss  u n d e r  A u s t r i a n  p r o t e c t i o n  i n  e a r l y  1908 
was e l e c t e d  t h e  c h a i r m a n  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  
t h e  s t a t u t e s  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  o n l y  s i x  o u t  o f  
n i n e  members o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  need  be Germans was c i t e d  
a s  an example o f  German d i p l o m a t i c  f a i l u r e  i n  C o n s t a n t i -  
n o p l e ,  The German c o l o n y  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  was r e p o r t e d  
a s  b e i n g  a g a i n s t  t h i s  p o l i c y  a n d  t h e  government  was a s k e d  
t o  do s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t ,  From t h i s  u n i m p o r t a n t  i n c i d e n t  
t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  was drawn t h a t  t h e  Swiss,  A u s t r i a n s  and  
o t h e r s  were s l o w l y  g a i n i n g  t h e  u p p e r  hand  e v e r y w h e r e  i n  
t h e  Ottoman E m p i r e  a t  t h e  expense o f  Germans. In  t h e  
A n a t o l i a n  R a i l w a y  German was b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  by  F r e n c h  a s  
t h e  o f f i c i a l  l anguage ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h e  l i n e  was con-  
s t r u c t e d  by German e n g i n e e r s  and  German c a p i t a l .  The 
s i m p l e  f a c t  t h a t  mos t  T u r k s  knew more F r e n c h  t h a n  German 
was f o r g o t t e n  i n  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  a rgument ,  The c o n t r a c t  
f o r  t h e  l i n e  w h i c h  was b e i n g  d o u b l e d  a t  t h e  t i m e  f r om 
Ha idar -Pasha t o  P e n d i k  was g i v e n  t o  t h e  T r e n c h  a s s i s t e d  by 
Swiss e n o i n e e r s  and  t h e  i r r i g a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  i n  t h e  Kenya 
p l a i n  w e r o  e n t r u s t e d  i n  t h e  c a r o  o f  a Dutchman, who i n  
t u r n  was a s s i s t e d  by  more Swiss  e n q i n e e r s  and  L e v a n t i n e  
a s s i s t a n t s .  German d i p l o m a c y  was b lamod  f o r  a l l  t h e  
r e v e r s n s  and  one  newspaper  1-mentod i h a t  t h e  o n l y  German 
i n v o l v r j d  jn  t h e s e  r o ' e c t  was work nc) n t h o  c  p  c i  o f  
an i n s i q n l f i c a n t  c f e r d ,  s s i c h  u n d o u k t o d f y  was a f o @  0; non- 
conse ,  
F o r  moro see r  C a r t w r i q h t  t o  Croy,  Munich,  June 20, 1908, i n  
f. 0. 371/544, No. 72. 



u n e x p e c t e d  i n  Germany a s  e l s e w h e r e  y e t  t h e  p r e t e n s i o n s  were 

o t h e r w i s e .  The Germans  c o n v e y e d  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t o  t h e  w o u l d  

t h a t  t h e  I m p e r i a l  G o v e r n m e n t  was  c o n s u l t e d  by t h e  S u l t a n  b e f o r e  

a g r e e i n g  t o  b e s t o w  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  The Germcln p r e s s  u s e d  t h e  

o c c e s i o n  t o  a t t a c k  Great B r i t a i n  a n d  t o  o v e r - p l a y  t h e  d i s -  

i n t e r e s t e d  r o l e  o f  Germany i n  T u r k e y .  The S o u t h  German p a p e r  

N e u e s t e  N a c h r i c h t e n  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

a s  t h e  o n l y  r e a l i s t i c  p o l i c y  a g a i n s t  B r i t i s h  i n t r i g u ~ s  i n  Con- 

s t a n t i n o p l e .  43 The n e w s p a p e r  a l s o  a t t a c k e d  B r i t a i n  f o r  s t i f l i n g  

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e m o c r a c y  i n  E g y p t  a n d  I n d i a  a n d  t h e  T u r k i s h  

i n c i d e n t  was  s e e n  a s  a b low t o  t h e  f o r m e r ' s  a s p i r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

Ot toman  E m p i r e .  Nonetheless, i t  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  

e x p e r i m e n t  i n  T u r k e y  a s  d e s t i n e d  f o r  f a i l u r e  a s  was t h e  c a s e  

w i t h  P e r s i a  two y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  The - F r a n k f u r t  G a z e t t e  saw Germany 

a s  t h e  o n l y  d i s i n t e r e s t e d  p a r t y  i n  t h e  T u r k i s h  

I t  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  o n c e  t h e  P a l a c e  "Camaril la" was o u t  o f  

p o w e r  t h e  new r e g i m o  w o u l d  p u t  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  p e t t y  i n t r i g u e s  

o f  t h e  p o w e r s ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r ,  R u s s i a  h a d  n o  

i n t e r e s t  i n  a  s t a b l e  M a c e d o n i a ,  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  t h i n g  s h e  

d e s i r e d  w a s  a r e g e n e r a t e d  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e ,  The B a l k a n  s t a t e s  

d e s i r e d  i t  e v e n  l e s s  a s  t h e y  w e r e  u n p r e p a r e d  t o  p u t  a n  e n d  

4 3  . C a r t w r i g h t  t o  G r e y ,  M u n i c h ,  A u g u s t  6 ,  1908,  i n  
F. 0. 371/!X5, No. 88. 
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t o  t h e i r  v i s i o n s  o f  a g g r a n d i z e m e n t .  A l l  t a k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t ,  

Germany was o n l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  prospect o f  s e e i n g  " i n  

T u r k e y  a  s t r o n g  a n d  f r e e  p e o p l e  l i v i n g  u n d e r  t h e  r u l e  o f  

a n  e n l i g h t e n e d  s o v e r e i g n .  1845 Germany d i d  n o t  c o v e t  a n y  

T u r k i s h  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  w h e r e a s  b o t h  B r i t a i n  a n d  R u s s i a  d i d .  

The n e w s p a p e r  a l s o  w e n t  o n  t o  s a y  t h a t  a w a r  b e t w e e n  Germany 

a n d  T u r k e y  w a s  i m p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  c o u l d  n o t  s a y  t h e  s a m e  w i t h  

r e g a r d  t o  t h e  o t h e r  p o w e r s .  War b e t w o e n  T u r k e y  a n d  t h e s e  

p o w e r s  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  

t o  show t h a t  a s im i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  w o u l d  n o t  a r i s e  a g a i n ,  
4 6  

The German n e w s p a p e r s  o r  p u b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  s a i d  v e r y  l i t t l e  

a b o u t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a s  s u c h  a n d  t h i s  was  a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  

t h e i r  b a s i c  d i s l i k e  o f  a d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  T u r k e y ,  

The o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  was p u t  f o r w a r d  by t h e  K a i s e r  

i n  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  A m b a s s a d o r ,  S i r  F r a n k  

L a s c e l l e s .  The German E m p e r o r  a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  

bt, a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  R e v a l  m e e t i n g .  The Young T u r k s  

f e a r e d  t h a t  a c l o s e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e t w e e n  B r i t a i n  a n d  R u s s i a  

w o u l d  l e a d  t o  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  r e f o r m s  i n  M a c e d o n i a  by 

f o r e i g n  a g e n c i e s  a n d ,  t o  t h w a r t  t h e  S u l t a n  f r o m  y i e l d i n g  

4 5 .  I b i d .  
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t o  s u c h  pressures, t h e y  d n c i d e d  t o  a c t .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

Kaiser, t h e  c a r e f u l l y  o r g a n i z e d  movement was n o t  d i r e c t e d  

a g a i n s t  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  S u l t a n ,  b u t  o n l y  a g a i n s t  h i s  

c o r r u p t  e n t o u r a g e .  Once h e  r o a l i z e d  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  

o p p o s e  t h o  movement ,  t h e  S u l t a n  was  wise t o  p l a c e  h i m s e l f  

a t  t h e  h e a d  o f  i t ,  t h u s  a c q u i r i n g  c o n s i d e r a b l e  p o p u l a r i t y ,  

The c n p e r o r  a l s o  w a r n e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  a m b a s s a d o r ,  i n  c a s e  

Turkey  became a  g e n u i n e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  s t a t e ,  s i m i l a r  demands  

would  b e  p l a c e d  upon  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  by t h e  p e o p l e s  o f  I n d i a  

a n d  E g y p t ,  48 I t  was a n o t h e r  way o f  t e l l i n g  C r e a t  B r i t a i n  

n o t  t o  g e t  o v e r l y  i n v o l v e d  on t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l -  

ists i n  T u r k e y ,  

I t  wou ld  a l s o  b e  u s e f u l  t o  t a k e  a  l o o k  a t  t h e  r e a c t i o n  

o f  S e r b i a ,  Greece a n d  B u l g a r i a  t o  t h e  u p h e a v a l  i n  Turkey .  The 

c h a n g e  o f  r e g i m e  i n  T u r k e y  o c c u r r e d ,  w h i l e  S e r b i a  was i n  t h e  

m i d d l e  o f  h e r  ' p i g  war' w i t h  A u s t r i a ,  U n t i l  t h e  a b d i c a t i o n  

o f  K i n g  M i l a n  i n  1 8 8 9 ,  S e r b i a  was f i r m l y  c o r n n i t t e d  t o  a  p r o -  

A u s t r i a n  c o u r s e .  A l o x a n d e r ,  a l s o  o f  t h e  O b r o n o v i c h  d y n a s t y ,  

who s u c c e e d e d  M i l a n  v a c i l l a t e d  b e t w e e n  A u s t r i a  a n d  R u s s i a  i n  

a f u t i l e  e f f o r t  t o  f i n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  h i m s e l f  a n d  h i s  u n p o p u l a r  

Q u e e n  Draga .  In 1903, b o t h  A l e x a n d e r  a n d  Q u e e n  Draga  w e r e  

m u r d e r e d  w h i c h  l e d  t o  a c h a n g e  o f  d y n a s t y  a n d  t o  a n  a l t e r a t i o n  

i n  g e n e r a l  n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c h a n g e  o f  

n a t i o n a l  p o l i c y ,  d e p e n d e n c e  on A u s t r i a  g a v e  way t o  a  more  i n d e -  

p e n d m t  a n d  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  c o u r s e  a n d  i t  was  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
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' P i g  War ' ,  a n  e c o n o m i c  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  h e a v y  p o l i t i c a l  o v e r t o n e s ,  

The m a i n  reason f o r  t h e  ' P i g  War' was A u s t r i a ' s  c o n t i n u e d  1 

a t t e m p t s  a t  d o m i n a t i n g  S e r b i a n  p o l i t i c s  a n d  e c o n o m i c s .  I n  

A p r i l  1 8 8 1 ,  S e r b i a  h a d  s i g n e d  a t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t  w h e r e b y  a 

c u s t o m s  u n i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s .  As 

a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  a g r e e m e n t ,  A u s t r i a n  m a n u f a c t u r e d  g o o d s  a n d  

S e r b i a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  were e x c h a n g e d  v i r t u a l l y  w i t h o u t  

a n y  c u s t o m s  d u t i e s .  Thus  S e r b i a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  were 

d e p e n d e n t  o n  A u s t r i a n  m a r k e t s  a n d  h e r  i n d u s t r i e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

b e  d o m i n a t e d  by t h e  Monarchy .  

W i t h  t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  P e t e r  K a r a d j o r d j e v i c h  t o  t h e  

S e r b i a n  t h r o n e  i n  1903, S e r b i a  s t a r t e d  t o  t a k e  a m o r e  i n d e -  

p e n d e n t  a t t i t u d e  i n  h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  A u s t r i c -  

H u n g a r y .  In  t h e  m e a n w h i l e ,  H u n g a r i a n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s  

were d e m a n d i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  S e r b i a n  p r o d u c t s .  When t h e  

A u s t r o - S e r b i a n  t a r i f f  t r e a t y  c a m e  u p  f o r  r e n e w a l  i n  1 9 0 5  a 

s t a l e m a t o  e n s u e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  two  c o u n t r i e s .  S e r b i a  u s e d  

t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s i g n  a f a r - r e a c h i n g  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  

B u l g a r i a , u h i c h  p r o j e c t e d  a n  e v e n t u a l  c u s t o m s  u n i o n  b e t w e e n  

t h e  two  c o u n t r i e s  w i t h i n  a d e c a d e .  A u s t r i a  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  

a s  a S e r b o - B u l g a r  i n t r i g u a ,  w i t h  R u s s i a n  b a c k i n g ,  t o  c u r b  t h e  

M o n a r c h y ' s  influence i n  t h e  B a l k a n s ,  H e n c e ,  A u s t r i a  d e m a n d e d  

t h a t  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  t r e a t y  b e  a n n u l l e d  a n d ,  when S e r b i a  r e f u s e d  

t o  c o m p l y ,  t h e  f o r m e r  c l o s e d  h e r  b o r d e r s  t o  f u r t h e r  i m p o r t s  o f  



S e r b i a n  l i v e s t o c k  u n d o r  t h e  p r e t o : c t  t h a t  S e r b i a n  c a t t l e  s u f f e r e d  

f r o m  d i c ~ t - i s e s .  T h i s  w a s  hnu~ t h e  ' P i g  War' b e t w e e n  A u s t r i a  and  

S e r b i a  s t a r t e d ,  The A u s t r i a n  p r e s s  r e m i n d e d  S e r b i a  t h a t  s h e  

was d e p e n d e n t  o n  h e r  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  Monarchy  a n d  i f  s h e  c o n -  

t i n u e d  t o  a n t a g o n i z e  A u s t r i a  s h e  ( ~ s r b i a )  w o u l d  s u f f o c a t e  i n  

h e r  own s w i n e  f a t .  4 9  m o r e o v e r ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  'Pig War', 

S e r b i a  g a v e  h e r  a r m s  c o n t r a c t s  t o  F r a n c e ,  t h u s  b r e a k i n g  t h e  

m o n o p o l y  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n S k o d a  w o r k s ,  w h i c h  t i l l  t h e n  was  t h e  

s o l e  s u p p l i e r  o f  a r m a m e n t s  t o  S e r b i a .  50 The ' P i g  Warf f i n a l l y  

came  t o  a n  e n d  o n l y  i n  1 9 1 0 ,  a f t e r  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  s i g n e d  a  

new c u s t o m s  p a c t  a n d  by  t h a t  time ' A u s t r i a  h a d  l o s t  h e r  mono- 

p o l y  o f  S e r b i a n  t r a d e .  

A s  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  when t h e  Young Turk  R e v o l u t i o n  

o c c u r r e d  i n  J u l y ,  1 9 0 8 ,  S e r b i a  was  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  h e r  OPig 

War' w i t h  A u s t r i a .  I n  S e r b i a ,  t h e  p o p u l a r  v i e w  o f  t h e  r e v o l u -  

t i o n  was  t h a t  i t  was a p r o d u c t  o f  German i n t r i g u e s .  The p r o p o -  

n e n t s  o f  t h i s  v i e w  a r g u e d  t h a t  Germany,  f i n a l l y  t i r e d  o f  

A u s t r i a f  s i n t r i g u e s  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s  a n d  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  w a n t e d  

t o  c h e c k  h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h o s e  a r e a s .  What m e t h o d ,  t h e y  

a s k e d ,  c o u l d  b e  b e t t e r  t h a n  c h a n g i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  T u r k e y ,  

4 9 .  V u c i n i c h ,  Wayne. S e r b i a  Be tween  E a s t  a n d  West, 
S t a n f o r d ,  1 9 6 4 ,  p .  1 8 2 .  

5 0 ,  I b i d . ,  pp .  193-98. 



s i n c e  t h o  Young T u r k s  were l i k e l y  t o  c a n c e l  many o f  t h e  c o n -  

c e s s i o n s  t h a t  A u s t r i a  h a d  w h e e d l e d  f r o m  A b d u l h a m i d  a n d  t h e  

p a l a c e  c l i q u e ,  T h i s  b e l i e f  was a l s o  t i n g e d  w i t h  a  c e r t a i n  

a m o u n t  o f  w i s h f u l  t h i n k i n g  a s  w h a t  S e r b i a n s  d e s i r e d  m o s t  w a s  

s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  u p s e t  A u s t r i a n  p l a n s  i n  t h e  E a l k a n s .  

The  t h e o r y  o f  Germans  a s  t h e  i n s t i g a t o r s  o f  t h e  Young 

Turk R e v o l u t i o n  was n o t  t a k e n  s e r i o u s l y  by t h e  f o r e i g n  d i p l o -  

matic c o r p s  i n  B e l g r a d e ,  In  t h e i r  e y e s ,  i t  was  a s t r a n g e  

a r g u m e n t  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Germany h a d  made  m o s t  

headway  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  d u r i n g  t h e  d e c a d e  b e f o r e  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  R e i c h  h a d  l i t t l e  t o  g a i n  b y  

a c h a n g e  o f  r e g i m e  i n  T u r k e y .  M o r e o v e r ,  w i t h o u t  German 

p r e s t i g o  a n d  b a c k i n g ,  A u s t r i a  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  o b t a i n e d  t h e  Sari- 

j a k  R a i l w a y  C o n c e s s i o n  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m e r c i a l  p r i v i l e g e s  i n  

T u r k e y ,  The B r i t i s h  a m b a s s a d o r  O ' R e i l l y ,  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  

d i s t ~ l i e f  among f o r s i g n  d i p l o m a t s  i n  B e l g r a d e ,  a b o u t  t h e  t h e o r y  

o f  German i n t r i a u e  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  when h e  s t a t e d  t h a t  "it, 

i s  s y m p t o m a t i c  o f  t h e  S e r b i a  m i n d  t h a t  t h e  m o r e  f a r - f e t c h e d  

was a n y  s t o r y ,  a n d  t h e  m o r e  d a r k l y  compounded  o f  h i g h  p o l i t i c s  

a n d  d e e p  i n t r i g u e ,  t h e  m o r e  r e a d i l y  d i d  i t  f i n d  a c c e p t a n c e  

h e r e ,  51 The S e r b i a n  M i n i s t r y  o f  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s  d i d  n o t  a g r e e  

w i t h  t h e  p o p u l a r  S e r b i a n  v i e w ,  I t  c o r r e c t l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  

51. A m b a s s a d o r  O ' R c i l l y  t o  G r e y ,  B e l g r a d e ,  A u g u s t  6 ,  
1908,  i n  F. 0. 371/545, K O .  57. 



Young Turk  r e v o l u t i o n  a s  a  s p o n t a n e o u s  movement ,  n t e r n a l  in 

i t s  o r i g i n s .  S e r b i a  was n o t  u n h a p p y  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  e v e n t  S 
a s  s h e  p r e f e r r e d ,  f o r  t h e  t i m e ,  t o  s e e  M a c e d o n i a  w i t h i n  t h e  

O t t o m a n  s t r u c t u r e .  In a n  a u t o n o m o u s  M a c e d o n i a  t h e  S e r b s  w o u l d  

h a v e  b e e n  h e ~ v i l y  o u t n u m b e r e d  by G r e e k s  a n d  B u l g a r s  a n d  t h i s  

was a p r o s p e c t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  d e s i r e .  S e r b i a  was  q u i t e  w i l l i n g  

t o  g i v e  t h e  n e u  T u r k i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p u t  

t h r o u g h  r e f o r m s  a n d  p a c i f i c a t i o n  p r o g r a m m e s  i n  M a c e d o n i a ,  

On t h e  w h o l e ,  S e r b i a  w a s  q u i t e  p l e a s e d  a b o u t  t h e  c h a n g e  o f  

o r d e r  i n  T u r k e y  a s  s h e  was now c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  p l a c e  

many o b s t a c l e s  i n  t h e  way o f  A e h r e n t h a l  o n  h i s  r a i l w a y  s c h e m e  

a s  wall a s  t h e  f o r e i o n  m i n i s t e r ' s  f u t u r e  d e s i g n s  o n  B o s n i a  

a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a ,  

E v e r  s i n c e  G r e e k  i n d e p e n d e n c e  was f o r m a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  

by  t h e  p o w e r s  a n d  T u r k e y  by t h e  P r o t o c o l  o f  London ( 1 8 3 0 ) ~  

t h e  new s t a t e ' s  ma in  p r e - o c c u p a t i o n  w a s  t o  t r y  a n d  l i b e r a t e  

t h o s e  G r e e k  i n h a b i t e d  r e g i o n s  t h a t  w e r e  s t i l l  u n d e r  T u r k i s h  

r u l e .  T h i s  n a t i o n a l  u r g e  t o w a r d s  f u l f i l l m e n t  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

d i d  n o t  d i r e c t l y  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  o t h e r  B a l k a n  

n a t i o n a l i t i e s ,  b u t  i t  q u i c k l y  d e g e n e r a t e d  i n t o  a  u t o p i a n  d r e a m  

o f  r e b u i l d i n g  t h e  B y z a n t i n e  E m p i r e  u n d e r  t h e  G r e e k s ,  The 

' G r e a t  I d e a '  a s  t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  came  t o  b e  c a l l e d  b e c a m e  t h e  

m a i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s l o g a n  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e s t  o f  

t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  t h e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  o f  t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  



w e r o  f a r - r e a c h i n g ,  b o t h  i n  d o m e s t i c  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s ,  

T h r o u g h  s k i l f u l  demagogy G r e e k  p o l i t i c i a n s  exploited t h e  'Great 

I d e a '  t o  s h e l v e  a l l  p r e s s i n g  i n t e r n a l  p r o b l e m s  u n d e r  t h e  p r e -  

t e x t  t h a t  t h e s e  h a d  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h e  l a r g e r  n a t i o n a l  d r e a m  

h a d  b e e n  r e a l i z e d ,  The ' G r e a t  Idea* ,  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  

d e c a d e s ,  s o o n  e x p r e s s e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  u n c o n t r o l l e d  

a n d  i n t r a n s i g e n t  n a t i o n a l i s m  a n d  t h i s  l e d  t o  a t y p e  o f  c h a u v i n i s m  

w h i c h  p u s h e d  t h e  c o u n t r y  i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  s i m i l a r l y  m o t i v a t e d  

n e i g h b o u r i n g  B a l k a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  a c o n f l i c t  w h i c h  h a u n t s  B a l k a n  

r e l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y ,  The k e y  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h i s  B a l k a n  

s t r u g g l e  was t h e  f u t u r e  o f  M a c e d o n i a ,  t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  p e n i n -  

s u l a ,  K a c e d o n i a  s o o n  became t h e  s c e n e  o f  a n  i n t e n s e  d i p l o m a t i c  

p r o p a g a n d a  a n d  a r m e d  s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  a l l  t h e  B a l k a n  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  

e a c h  p u t t i n g  f o r w a r d  h i s t o r i c a l ,  d e m o g r a p h i c  a n d  d i p l o m a t i c  

a r g u m e n t s  t o  claim t h e  w h o l e  a r e a  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  The c r u s h -  

i n g  d e f e a t  o f  G r e e c e  by T u r k e y  i n  1 8 9 7  p u t  a  h a l t  t o  t h e  ' G r e a t  

I d e a '  i n  i t s  p u r e  f o r m ,  m o s t  G r e e k s  f i n a l l y  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  

g l a r i n g  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p r o f e s s e d  aims o f  b u i l d i n g  

' h i s t o r i c  Hellas '  a n d  t h e  u t t e r  b a n k r u p t c y  o f  t h e  G r e e k  S t a t e ,  

I t  w a s  u n d e r s t o o d  o n  a l l  s i d e s  t h a t  p r o f o u n d  s t r u c t u r a l  r e f o r m s  

were n e e d e d  b e f o r e  a n o t h e r  m i l i t a r y  v e n t u r e  c o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  

o u t  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  

When t h e  Young T u r k s  u p s e t  t h e  power  b a l a n c e  i n  T u r k e y  

i n  1908, t h o  j u n i o r  o f f i c e r s  i n  t h e  Greek  Army were a l s o  



c o n s p i r i n g  t o  introduce a new c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  Greece t o  l i m i t  

t h e  p o w o r  o f  t h o  K i n g  t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  p o l i t i c s  a s  we l l  a s  t o  

c a r r y  o u t  a  r a d i c a l  p u r g e  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a p p a r a t u s ,  

W i t h  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  r e l e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  ' G r e a t  I d e a '  t o  t h e  b a c k -  

g r o u n d  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  Army 's  d e s i r e  t o  i n s t i t u t e  c h a n g e s  i n  

t h e  c o u n t r y ,  f o r  o n c e ,  t h e  G r e e k  p r e s s  a n d  p u b l i c  were p r o n o  

t o  l o o k  u p o n  t h e  new d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  T u r k e y  f a v o u r a b l y .  The 

A t h e n s  p r e s s  h a d  l i t t l e  room f o r  a n y  o t h e r  n e w s  a n d ,  f o r  a 

n u m b e r  o f  w e e k s ,  v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  were w i d e l y  

c o v e r e d ,  E v e n  t h e  c h a u v i n i s t i c  n e w s p a p e r  P a t r i a ,  a n  u n a b a s h e d  

s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  ' G r e a t  I d e a ' ,  a p p e a r e d  w i t h  a p i c t u r e  o f  K i n g  

G e o r g e  a n d  t h e  S u l t a n  s i d e  by s i d e  a n d  b o t h  were a c c l a i m e d  a s  

t h e  l i b e r a t o r s  o f  t h e i r  p e o p l e .  52 A few d a y s  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  

same P a t r i a  h a d  shown n o t h i n g  b u t  c o n t e m p t  f o r  A b d u l h a m i d ,  

U n t i l  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  T u r k e y ,  A b d u l h a m i d  w a s  known i n  Greece 

o n l y  f o r  h i s  ' h o r r e n d o u s  crimes. '  B u t  s u d d e n l y  t h e  S u l t a n  

was p o r t r a y e d  a s  t h e  s a v i o u r  o f  h i s  p e o p l e .  The G r e e k  P a t r i a r c h  

i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  was  s t r o n g l y  a t t a c k e d  by t h e  G r e e k  p ress  f o r  

m a k i n g  g u a r d e d  s t a t e m e n t s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  Young T u r k  

p r o f e s s i o n s  o f  g o o d  w i l l  t o w a r d s  m i n o r i t i e s  a l o n e  were n o t  

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  

s i n c e  s u c h  p r o m i s e s  were g i v e n  i n  t h e  p a s t  w i t h  n o  a p p r e c i a b l e  

e f f e c t .  The P a t r i a r c h  c a u t i o n e d  h i s  f l o c k  n o t  t o  b e  t o o  

52, A m b a s s a d o r  Young t o  G r e y ,  A t h e n s ,  A u g u s t  1 2 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
in F .  0, 3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No. 117. 



o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t  t h e  t u r n  o f  e v o n t s  i n  T u r k e y ,  l e s t  t h e y  b e  

d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  53 The G r e e k  p r o s s  i n  u n i s o n  I 

a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  P a t r i a r c h ' s  r e m a r k s  were u n c a l l e d  f o r  a n d  

t h e  l a t t e r  w a s  a c c u s e d  o f  b e i n g  u n n e c e s s a r i l y  a n t a g o n i s t i c  

t o w a r d  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  new r e g i m e  i n  T u r k e y .  54 A m a j o r  

r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  G r e e k  r e j o i c i n g  a t  t h e  new d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  

T u r k e y  was d u e  t o  t h e  w i d e l y  h e l d  b e l i e f  t h a t  i n  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  t h e  G r e e k s  w o u l d  b e  m o r e  a f f e c t i v e  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  

w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  m i n o r i t y  g r o u p s ,  a s  t h e  G r e e k s  c o n s i d e r e d  them-  

s e l v e s  t o  b e  b e t t e r  o d u c a t e d  t h a n  m o s t  o t h e r  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  

i n  t h e  E m p i r e .  T h i s  w a s  o n l y  a  g e n e r a l l y  h e l d  b e l i e f  a n d  t h e r e  

is l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h e  t h e s i s ,  

I n  S o f i a ,  t h e  n e w s  o f  t h e  r e v i v a l  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

was  r e c e i v e d  w i t h  s c e p t i c i s m .  I t  w a s  s e e n  a s  o n e  m o r e  o f  

A b d u l h a m i d ' s  d e l a y i n g  a c t i o n s ,  S o f i a  was c e r t a i n  t h a t  a t  t h e  

o p p o r t u n e  moment A b d u l h a m i d  w o u l d  wrest t h e  p o w e r  away  f r o m  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s t s  a n d  i t  w o u l d  b e  f o l l o w e d  by r e p r e s s i v e  

m e a s u r e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  t h e  Young T u r k s .  W i t h i n  

two w e e k s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  o p i n i o n s  b e g a n  t o  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l i t y .  55 T h e y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  w a s  

t h e r e  t o  s t a y  a n d ,  w h a t e v e r  h a p p e n e d ,  A b d u l h a m i d  w o u l d  n e v e r  

b e  a b l e  t o  make a r e c o v e r y .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  B u l g a r i a  d i d  n o t  

53. Young t o  G r e y ,  A t h e n s , A u g u s t  1 4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0 ,  
3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 1 7 .  

54. I b i d ,  

55. A m b a s s a d o r  Ouchanan t o  G r e y ,  S o f i a ,  A u g u s t  5 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F,  0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No. 7 1 .  



w a n t  a b e t t e r  adn l in i s to rbd- . r l l acedonia  u n d e r  t h e  C.U.P., a s  

t h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  d e p r i v e d  h e r  o f  e x c u s e s  f o r  i n t e r f e r e n c e  

i n  M a c e d o n i a .  T h i s  a s s e r t i o n  is a l l  t h e  moro  t r u e  i n  v i e w  

o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  a f t e r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  QOVern- 

m e n t  f r e q u e n t l y  a s k e d  B u l g a r i a n  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  - l a w y e r s ,  d o c -  

t o r s ,  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  a n d  o t h e r s  - who h a d  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l i t y ,  t o  use t h e  p r i v i l e g e s  o f  t h e i r  a m n e s t i e s  g r a n t e d  

t h e m  by  t h e  new T u r k i s h  r e g i m e ,  a n d  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  p l a c e s  o f  

o r i g i n  i n  M a c e d o n i a .  56 T h i s  e l e m e n t  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  

i n  l a t e r  B a l k a n  p o l i t i c s  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  T u r k s .  B u l g a r i a  

a l s o  a t t a c k e d  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1 8 7 6  a s  

o u t d a t e d  i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  1 9 0 8 .  S h e  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  1 8 7 6  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  made n o  a d e q u a t e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  

f r a n c h i s e  a n d  s h e  a c c u s e d  t h e  new r e g i m e  o f  h a v i n g  f a i l e d  t o  

l a y  down a n y  r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  e l e c t i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a n d  corn- 

rnunal  c o u n c i l s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n s .  I t  

is t r u e  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  o f  1 8 7 6  t o  t h e  T u r k i s h  p a r l i a m e n t  

w e r e  h i g h l y  i r r e g u l a r  a s  t h e  f r a m e r s  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  

f a i l e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a n y  s p e c i f i c  l a w s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e l i g i -  

b i l i t y  o f  v o t e r s  a n d ,  t o  t h a t  e x t e n t ,  B u l g a r i a  w a s  c o r r e c t  

i n  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1 0 7 6  a s  o b s o l e t e  by t h e  

s t a n d a r d s  o f  1 9 0 8 .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  a c c u s a t i o n s  were made 

r a t h e r  h a s t i l y ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  made  in 

56. I b i d .  



t h o  m i d d l e  o f  A u g u s t  ( 1 9 0 8 ) ,  b a r e l y  t h r o e  weeks a f t e r  t h e  

r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h o  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e .  The 

new G o v e r n m e n t  i n  T u r k e y ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  was  s t i l l  

f a c e d  w i t h  t h e  l a r q e r  - p r o b l e m  o f  h a v i n g  t o  a d m i n i s t e r  a  

w i d e l y  d i s p a r ~ t e  E m p i r e ,  s t i l l  v e r y  much i n  t h e  m i d s t  of  a  

p a i n f u l  s t r u g g l e .  B e t w e e n  J u l y  20 a n d  A u g u s t  7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  two  

G r a n d  V i z i e r s  r e s i g n e d  a n d  when B u l g a r i a  made  h e r  a t t a c k s  o n  

T u r k e y ,  t h e  new G r a n d  V i z i e r ,  K i a m i l  P a s h a ,  h a d  b e e n  i n  o f f i c e  

o n l y  f o r  a  w e e k ,  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  T u r k i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  h a d  

n o t  h a d  t h e  t ime t o  work  o u t  a p r o c e d u r a l  m e t h o d  f o r  e l e c t i o n s  

t o  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  o r  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a n d  communal  c o u n c i l s  o f  

C h r i s t i a n s .  Many l i b e r a l  T u r k s  were a w a r e  o f  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  

o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  by B u l g a r i a ,  b u t  w i t h  m o r e  

p r e s s i n g  d o m e s t i c  p r o b l e m s  i n  h a n d  i t  i s  o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  

t h e  l i b e r a l s  i n  t h e  c a b i n e t  a n d  C.U.P. p o s t p o n e d  t h e s e  d i s p u t e s  

t o  a f u t u r e  d a t e ,  When, i n  m i d - S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i t  was  d e c i d e d  

t o  e l e c t  o n e  d e p u t y  t o  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  f o r  r o u g h l y  e v e r y  f i f t y -  

t h o u s a n d  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  t h e  B u l g a r i a n s  i n s i d e  a n d  o u t s i d e  t h e  

E m p i r e  a t t a c k e d  t h e  T u r k s .  The r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  a t t a c k  o n  t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  o c c a s i o n  was  t h a t ,  u n d e r  t h e  n e w l y  d e v i s e d  e l e c t o r a l  

l a w s ,  t h e  B u l g a r i a n s  o f  M a c e d o n i a  c o u l d  e x p e c t  n o  m o r e  t h a n  
* 

h a l f  a  d o z e n  d e p u t i e s  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  p a r l i a m e n t .  

.if The e l e c t i o n s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  i n  
C h a p t e r  \I I.  



Thoy w a n t e d  s p e c i a l  privileges f o r  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  t h e  new 

T u r k i s h  government was  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  humour  t hem a s  i t  w o y l d  

h a v e  p u t  t h e m  a t  o d d s  w i t h  t h e  G r e e k s ,  S e r b s  a n d  o t h e r  

m i n o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  The e x t r e m e  n a t i o n a l i s t  w i n g s  o f  

N a c e d o n i a n  o r ~ a n i z a t i o n s  - w a n t e d  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  t e n u o u s  s i t u a -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  new r e g i m e ,  b u t  t h e y  were k e p t  i n  c h e c k  by  S o f i a ,  57 

T h e r e  were a l s o  i n d i c a t i o n s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i n  l a t e  

J u l y ,  e a r l y  A u g u s t ,  A b d u l h a m i d  made o v e r t u r e s  t o  P r i n c e  

F e r d i n a n d  f o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  The S u l t a n  is a l l e g e d  t o  h a v e  

w a n t e d  B u l g a r i a  t o  t h r e a t e n  war  o n  T u r k e y  i n  o r d e r  t o  s c a r e  

a n d  b r i n g  down t h e  Young T u r k s .  58 I n  r e t u r n ,  h e  p r a m i s e d  

B u l g a r i a n  i n d e p e n d e n c e  w i t h o u t  d i p l o m a t i c  i n t e r f e r e n c e  f r o m  

T u r k e y ,  The o f f e r  c e r t a i n l y  was a t t r a c t i v e  t o  P r i n c e  

F e r d i n a n d  who h a d  visions o f  h i m s e l f  a s  t h e  a b s o l u t e  m o n a r c h  

o f  B u l g a r i a ,  T h i s  c u r i o u s  s u g g e s t i o n  was  made  t o  t h e  B u l ~ a r i a n  

f o r e i o n  m i n i s t e r ,  G e n e r a l  P a p r i k o v ,  by t h e  I m p e r i a l  O t t o m a n  

c o m m i s s a r y  a n d  K i a m i l  P a s h a 1  c e r t a i n l y  h a d  k n o w l e d g e  o f  i t ,  

e v e n  i f  h e  w a s  n o t  a n  a c t u a l  p a r t y  t o  t h e  s c h e m e q 5 '  P e r h a p s ,  

s u c h  t h i n g s  h a d  a g o o d  d e a l  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  d i s t r u s t  w i t h  w h i c h  

57. B u c h a n a n  t o  G r e y ,  S o f i a ,  J u l y  2 3 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F,  0, 
3 7 1 / 5 4 4 ,  No, 1 5 .  

58. B u c h a n a n  t o  G r e y ,  S o f i a ,  A u g u s t  5 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0, 
3 7 1 / 5 4 5 ,  No, 7 1 ,  

5 9 ,  I b i d .  



t h e  Young T u r k s  v i e w e d  K i a m i l  a n d  i t  becarno w o r s e  w i t h  t h e  

p a s s a g e  o f  t i m e .  N o t h i n g  came o f  t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  b e c a u s e  o f  

two r e a s o n s .  F i r s t l y ,  t h e  C.U.P. was  a b l e  t o  a s s e r t  i t s  p o w e r  

m o r e  r a p i d l y  t h a n  t h e  S u l t a n  h a d  b a r g a i n e d  f o r  a n d  s e c o n d l y ,  

t h e  R u l g a r i a n s  were u n c e r t a i n  a s  t o  who s p o k e  f o r  T u r k e y .  F o r  

a l l  t h e y  knew,  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  a  p l o y  o f  t h e  C.U.P.  t o  e n s n a r e  

t hem i n t o  a t r a p  a n d  t h e  B u l g a r i a n s  were b e n t  o n  a v o i d i n g  a 

p u b l i c  e x p o s u r e  a t  a l l  c o s t s .  

I n  d i p l o m a c y ,  t h e  s o l e  m o t i v e  o f  t h e  new T u r k i s h  r e g i m e  

was t o  a p p e a s e  t h e  p o w e r s .  The e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  N u n i r  P a s h a ,  

t h e  T u r k i s h  A m b a s s a d o r  t o  F r a n c e ,  w i d e l y  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  

P a r i s  p r e s s ,  a p t l y  summed u p  T u r k i s h  d i p l o m a t i c  o b j e c t i v e s  

o f  t h o s e  e a r l y  d a y s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  M u n i r ,  a l l  t h e  e d u c a t e d  

T u r k s  s p o k e  F r e n c h  a n d ,  i n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  h a d  r e c e i v e d  a F r e n c h  

e d u c a t i o n .  60 f l o r e o v e r ,  a l l  t h e  modern  l a w s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

i n  T u r k e y  w e r e  m o d e l l e d  o n  F r a n c e  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  F r e n c h  

c u l t u r e  h a d  become a  p a r t  o f  T u r k i s h  h e r i t a g e  a s  w e l l .  He 

also s a i d  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  o f  F r a n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  C r i m e a n  w a r  

was s t i l l  r e m e m b e r e d  i l l  T u r k e y  a n d  g i v e n  s u c h  c l o s e  t i e s ,  

t h e  two  c o u n t r i e s  c o u l d  b e  n o t h i n g  b u t  f r i e n d s .  As f o r  

E n g l a n d ,  T u r k e y  a l w a y s  v a l u e d  h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  f r i e n d s h i p ,  

In  t h e  c r i s e s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c e n t u r y  -- t h e  w a r s  w i t h  

60. Bert ie  t o  G r e y ,  P a r i s ,  A u g u s t  17, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 
3?1 /545 ,  No. 3 1 2 ,  



Mohamed A l i ,  t h e  Cr imean war, t h e  C r e t a n  r e b e l l i o n  o f  

1866-69 and  t h e  R u s s o - T u r k i s h  war o f  1878-79 -- G r o a t  B r i t a i n  

h a d  g i v n n  u n s t i n t e d  s u p p o r t  t o  Turkey,  M u n i r  was even so  

g r a c i o u s  a s  t o  s a y  t h a t  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  o c c u p i e d  E g y p t  o n l y  a s  a  

l a s t  r e s o r t .  She was d r i v e n  i n t o  t a k i n g  t h e  s t e p  and  t h o  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  e v a c u a t i o n  between t h e  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  and  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  w h i c h  t o o k  p l a c e  d u r i n g  1888-89, f a i l e d  o n l y  

because o f  T u r k i s h  i n e p t i t u d e .  62 

The T u r k i s h  ambassador d e n i e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

movement was i n s p i r e d  by any an t i -Ge rman  f e e l i n g ,  He q u i c k l y  

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  many o f  i t s  l e a d e r s  were  German t r a i n e d  m i l i t a r y  

o f f i c e r s .  He p a i d  t r i b u t o s  t o  Cermany f o r  h e r  n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e  

i n  Macedonian a f f a i r s .  O b v i o u s l y  M u n i r  made t h e s e  s t a t e m e n t s  

i n  P a r i s  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  R e i c h  t h a t  t h e  Young Tu rks  i n  n o  way 

were  h o s t i l e  t o  Germany. I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  Russ ia ,  t h e  ambassador  

c l a i m e d  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  e n m i t y  be tween t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  h a d  

ceased  t o  e x i s t  a s  R u s s i a  d i d  n o t  c o v e t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  any-  

more, 6 3  T h i s  o b v i o u s l y  was an  i l l u s i o n  and  t h e  ambassador 

h i m s e l f  c o u l d  n o t  have  t a k e n  i t  s e r i o u s l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  

v i e w  o f  t h e  h o s t i l e  r e c e p t i o n  t h e  new r e g i m e  o b t a i n e d  i n  

S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  

61. I b i d .  
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Much o f  what  N u n i r  s a i d  was sheer  nonsense. F o r  

i n s t a n c e ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  h i s  pronouncements,  all t h e  educated;  

Turks  d i d  n o t  speak Fronch,  n o r  were t h e  modern l a w s  and 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  Turkey s o l e l y  based on French models.  And, 

as  men t ioned  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  sudden d i s i n t e r e s t  o f  Russ ia  i n  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  and t h e  ' s t r a i t s q  was a l s o  u n t r u e .  Yet, i n  

t h e s e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  Mun i r ,  we see t h e  new r e g i m e ' s  l o n g i n g  

t o  a v o i d  f o r e i g n  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  a t  any c o s t .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

l e s s  t h a n  two months a f t e r  N u n i r ' s  P a r i s  p r e s s  c o n f e r e n c e ,  

t h e  Empire was once a g a i n  p l u n g e d  i n t o  a d i p l o m a t i c  c r i s i s  a s  

a consequence o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  Bosn ia-Herzegov ina  

and t h o  R u l g a r i a n  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  independence. I t  i s  t o  t h e s e  

we have t o  t u r n  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  now and t h e  e n s u i n g  two c h a p t e r s  

w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  Bosn ian  and B u l g a r i a n  q u e s t i o n s .  



CHAPTER I V  

C R I S I S  I N  DIPLOMACY t 

TURKEY AND THE ANNEXATION 
OF B O S N I A  AND HERZEGOVINA 

I n  t h e  words  o f  one h i s t o r i a n ;  

"It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  j u d q e  how s i n c e r e  t h e  
Younq T u r k s  may have  been i n  t h e i r  p r o m i s e s  
a n d  o f  f r eedom a n d  e q u a l i t y ;  
it i s ,  however ,  u n d e n i a b l e  t h a t  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  
r e s p o n s e  o f  Europe  a n d  o f  t h e  B a l k a n  C h r i s t i a n s  
t o  t h e  h e a r t  l i f t i n g  e v e n t s  o f  J u l y  1908 was 
what ,  i n  T u r k i s h  eyes,  c o u l d  o n l y  be d e s c r i b e d  
a s  a q q r e s s i o n  and  b e t r a y a 1 , A u s t r i a  s e i z e d  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p r o c l a i m  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  
B o s n i a  and  H e r z e g o v i n a ;  B u l g a r i a  d e c l a r e d  h e r  
independence .  . . . ,t 1 
B e f o r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  B o s n i a n  c r i s i s  o f  1908, i t  i s  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o v i d e  a  b r i e f  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  t h e  

a r e a .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t h e  r e a d e r  may f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  u n d e r -  

s t a n d  how Bosn ia -He rzegov ina  came t o  p l a y  so e x p l o s i v e  a  

p a r t  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  1908. A s i m i l a r  a p p r o a c h  w i l l  be 

f o l l o w e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r ,  w h i l e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  

d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  independence .  The m a i n  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  

Bosn ia -He rzegov ina  i s  t h a t  i t  is a b o r d e r  a r e a  a n d  j u s t  a s  

Lew is ,  Emerqence, p. 210. 



A l s a c e - L o r r a i n e  i s  t h o  t r ~ ~ n s i t i o n  z o n e  b e t w e e n  t h e  German a n d  

F r e n c h  e t h n i c  g r o u p s ,  B o s n i a  is  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  z o n e  b e t w e e p  

t h e  S e r b i a n  a n d  C r o a t i W  p e o p l e s  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  k t h o d o x  a n d  

C a t h o l i c  r e l i g i o n s . 2  W i t h  t h e  T u r k i s h  c o n q u e s t  o f  t h e  p r o v -  

i n c e s  i n  t h e  1 5 t h  c e n t u r y ,  I s l a m  w a s  a l s o  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  

a r e a .  T h i s  e t h n i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  d i v e r s i t y  e x p l a i n e d  much o f  

t h e  s t o r m y  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  t u r b u -  

l e n t  p a s t  o f  A l s a c e - L o r r a i n e .  3 

A t  t h e  time o f  t h e  g r e a t  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  

H e r z e g o v i n a  (1875-78) i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  a r e a  h a d  

a l r e a d y  b e e n  u n d e r  T u r k i s h  r u l e  f o r  o v o L  f o u r  h u n d r e d  y e a r s .  

L a r g e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  l o c a l  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  a l r e a d y  a c c e p t e d  

I s l a m ,  some  i n  t h e  h o p e  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  o r  i m p r o v i n g  t h e i r  

s t a t u s  u n d e r  t h e  c o n q u e r o r s  o r  o t h e r s  l i k e  t h e  g r e a t  f e u d a l  

l o r d s  t o  r e t a i n  t h e i r  l a n d s .  The  n u m b e r  o f  T u r k s ,  who a c t u a l l y  

s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  u n l i k e  B u l g a r i a ,  was v e r y  smal l  a n d ,  c o n -  

s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  M u s l i m s  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a  h a d  m o r e  

C r o a t  o r  S e r b  b l o o d ,  n o t  T ~ r k i s h ~ f l o w i n g  i n  t h e i r  v e i n s .  

D u r i n g  t h e  c e n t u r i e s  o f  T u r k i s h  o c c u p a t i o n ,  t h e  t w o  

p r o v i n c e s  v i r t u a l l y  g o v e r n e d  t h e m s e l v e s ,  D e s p i t e  t h e  f a c t  

2  . S t a v r i a n o s ,  L .  S.  The B a l k a n s  S i n c e  1 4 5 3 ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  
1 9 6 1 ,  p .  2 3 5 .  
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t h a t  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  envoys r e s i d e d  i n  p l a c e s  l i k o  Be lgrade,  

Sa ra jevo ,  T r a v n i k  and o t h e r s ,  t h e  r e a l  powor l a y  i n  t h e  hands 

o f  t h e  g r e a t  Begs, Agas and t h e  S l a v  f e u d a l  f a m i l i e s  who had 

c o n v e r t e d  t o  I s l a m  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p r i v i l e g e s .  A t  t h e  t u r n  o f  

t h e  n i n o t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h i s  s m a l l  b u t  p o w e r f u l  o l i g a r c h y  was 

immune f r o m  a l l  w e s t e r n ~ i n f l u e n c e s ,  b u t  t h e y  were e q u a l l y  

h o s t i l e  t o  any i d e a  o f  i n t e f e r e n c e  f r o m  ~ o n s t a n t i n o p l e , ~  The 

p e r i o d i c  r i s i n g s  wh ich  marked t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y ,  were i n  subs tance  a  p r o t e s t  o f  t h e  o l d  f e u d a l  o r d e r  

a g a i n s t  t h e  e n c r o a c h i n g  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  P o r t e ,  Under Omar 

Pasha, a  C r o a t  who f l e d  t h e  Hapsburg t e r r i t o r y  and made a  

s u c c e s s f u l  c a r e e r i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  a t t e m p t s  were made t o  

b r e a k  t h e  power o f  Bosn ian  f e ~ d a l i s m . ~  Omar, d u r i n g  1850-52, 

t r i e d  t o  r e f o r m  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  as  w e l l  as  i n t r o d u c e  new 

methods o f  t a x a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  f o r  t a x a t i o n  had by 

now o u t s t r i p p e d  t h e  'means o f  even t h e  l o n g  s u f f e r i n g  Bosn ian  

p e a s a n t r y ,  b u t  because o f  t h e  g e n e r a l  tendency  towards  

n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  t h e  Balkans,  t h e  P h r i s t i a n  p e a s a n t r y  were more 

and more i n c l i n e d  t o  compare t h e i r  p l i g h t  w i t h  t h e i r  f e l l o w  

k insmen a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t i e r  i n  S e r b i a  and Montenegro. B y  

4. Sumner, B e  H. Russ ia  and t h e  Balkans,  London, 1962, 
p. 135, A l so  S t a v r i a n o s  pp. 235-237. 
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1 8 5 0 ,  a c l o s e  c o n t a c t  h a d  d e v e l o p e d  b e t w e e n  s o u t h e r n  H e r z o -  

q o v i n a  a n d  M o n t e n e g r o  a n d  when war b r o k o  o u t  b e t w e e n  t h e  

l a t t e r  a n d  T u r k e y ,  i n  1858 a n d  ~ q a i n  i n  1 8 6 2 ,  i t s  i m p a c t  

f l o w o d  a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t i e r  i n t o  t h e  w h o l e  o f  H e r z e g o v i n a  a n d  

B o s n i a  a s  w e l l ,  Thus  d u r i n g  t h e  s i x t i e s  u n r e s t  h a d  become  a 

way o f  l i f e  i n  t h e  two p r o v i n c e s .  I t s  c u l m i n a t i n g  p o i n t  w a s  

t h e  r i s i n g  o f  1 8 7 5 ,  w h i c h  b e g a n  a t  N e v e s i n j e  i n  s o u t h e r n  

H e r z e g o v i n a  a n d ,  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  i t  was  p u r e l y  l o c a l  i n  

c h a r a c t e r .  B u t  s o o n  i t  s p r e a d  i n t o  B o s n i a  a n d  t h w a r t e d  a l l  

T u r k i s h  e f f o r t s  t o  r e p r e s s  i t .  The i n s u r g e n t s  o p e n l y  d e c l a r e d  

t h e i r  aim o f  u n i t i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  k i n s m e n  i n  S e r b i a  a n d  Monte-  

n e g r o  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  w h i c h  o n e  w o u l d  h a v e  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  a  s i n g l e  s o u t h e r n  S l a v  f e d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s ,  

w h i c h  u ~ o u l d  h a v e  n o t  o n l y  a f f e c t e d  T u r k i s h  t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  

b u t  a l s o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  poure r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  A u s t r i a  a n d  

R u s s i a .  H e n c e ,  i t  w a s  o n l y  n a t u r a l  t h a t  t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n s  o f  

1 8 7 5  s a w  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  p o w e r s ,  o n c e  a g a i n ,  i n  t h e  

a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e .  

The i n s u r r e c t i o n s  i n  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a  b r o k e  

o u t  i n  J u l y  1 8 7 5  a n d  u n t i l  December  n o  r e a l  e f f o r t s  w e r e  made 

by t h e  p o w e r s  t o  s t o p  t h e  f i g h t i n g ,  S i n c e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  

D u a l  Monarchy  t h e  H u n g a r i a n s  h a d  come t o  p l a y  a d o m i n a n t  r o l e  

w i t h i n  t h e  H a b s b u r g  r u l i n g  f r a m e w o r k  a n d  t h e y  were a v e r s e  

t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  a b s o r b i n g  m o r e  S l a v s  i n t o  t h e  E m p i r e  a s  t h e y  

w e r e  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h o  e x i s t i n g  S l a v  g r o u p s  



under  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  Consequent ly ,  t h e r e  was much o p p o s i -  

t i o n  f r o m  t h e  Magyars t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  an a n n e x a t i o n  o f  f30sn~i.a 

and Herzegov ina .  Russ ia  d i d  n o t  w ish  t o  d e s t r o y  t h o  Ottoman 

Empire,  h e r  i d e a  was t o  s i m p l y  c r e a t e  a s e r i e s  o f  autonomous 

s t a t e s  u n d e r  C h r i s t i a n  r u l e r s  i n  t h e  Balkans,  s i m i l a r  t o  

Rumania and Serb ia ,  wh ich  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n  wou ld  reduce  a l l  

T u r k i s h  i n F l u e n c e  i n  Europo. As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p o l i c y ,  

Russ ia  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  two p r o v i n c e s  be g i v e n  autonomy under  

T u r k i s h  s u z e r a i n t y .  The p l a n  was t u r n e d  down by A u s t r i a  because 

o f  t h e  deep r e l i g i o u s  d i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  as w e l l  

a s  t h e  w e l l  founded f e a r  t h a t  a g r a n t  o f  autonomy wou ld  l e a d  

t o  s i m i l a r  demands f r o m  O u l g a r i a  and a  p o t e n t i a l  war b e t w e : n  

Turkey  and h e r  enornios, S e r b i a  and Montenegro. But  by  December 

1875, t h o  s i t u a t i o n  had  become v e r y  s o r i o u s .  There was con- 

s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t  f r o m  Montenegro and S e r b i a  f b r t h e  cause o f  

t h e  i n s u r g e n t s .  N i c h o l a s  o f  Montenegro,  f rom t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

t h e  i n s u r r e c t i o n ,  c o v e r t l y  s u p p l i e d  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  w i t h  arms 

and a m m u n i t i ~ n . ~  D e s p i t e  h i s  h e s i t a n c e ,  K i n g  m i l a n  o f  S e r b i a  

was f o r c e d  by h i s  s u b j e c t s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  cause o f  t h e  Bos- 

n i a n s  and ~ e r z e ~ o v i n i a n s . ~  The war a l s o  b r o u g h t  o u t  a l l  t h e  

6. Andorson, M. S. The E a s t e r n  Ques t i on ,  London, 
1966, p. 179. 
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P a n s l a v  i n f l u e n c e s  i n  R u s s i a  a n d  e l s e w h e r e  i n t o  t h e  o p e n  a n d  

i t  s o o n  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a  s o r t  o f  c r u s a d e  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n f i d e l  

T u r k s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y  o n  December  30,  1 8 7 5  t h e  A n d r a s s y  N o t e ,  

d r a w n  u p  by  t h e  A u s t r i a n  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  was  p r e s e n t e d  t o  

t h e  p o w e r s ,  I t  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  " P o r t e  g r a n t  t h e  t w o  r e b e l -  

l i o u s  p r o v i n c e s  r e l i g i o u s  l i b e r t y ,  t h a t  t a x - f a r m i n g  t h e r e  b e  

a b o l i s h e d  a n d  t h a t  t h e  T u r k i s h  g o v e r n m e n t  h e l p  t h e  p e a s a n t s  o f  

t h e  a r e a  t o  buy  l a n d  f r o m  t h e i r  l o r d s  a n d  t h u s  r e d u c e  t h e  a c u t e  

a g r a r i a n  d i s c o n t e n t  w h i c h  h a d  p r o d u c e d  t h e  r e v o l t .  "8 A m i x e d  

c o m m i s s i o n  o f  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  M u s l i m s  were t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  

p r o j e c t  a n d  t h e  S u l t a n  was  a s k e d  t o  g i v e  i n  w a i t i n g  h i s  i n t e n -  

. t i o n s  o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  r e f o r m s W 9  T h e  p r o p o s a l s  w a r e  a c c e p t e d  

by  t h e  P o w e r s  a n d  T u r k e y  r e l u c t a n t l y  a g r e e d  t o  i t  i n  e a r l y  1 8 7 6 .  

T h e  p r o p o s a l s  f a i l e d  b e c a u s e  o f  T u r k i s h  f i n a n c i a l  i n c a p a c i t y  t o  

p u t  t h r o u g h  t h e  r e f o r m s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o f f i c i a l  c y n i c i s m  w i t h i n  

t h e  p r o v i n c s s .  T h e  C h r i s t i a n  p e a s a n t r y  h a d  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  f a i t h  

in T u r k i s h  p r o m i s e s , .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  P a n - S l a v i s m  

e v e r y w h e r e ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  c l a m o u r  f o r  war a g a i n s t  T u r k e y  i n  

S e r b i a  a n d  M o n t e n e g - a ,  a n y  h o p e s  o f  i m m e d i a t e  p e a c e  b e c a m e  a 

mere i l l u s i o n ,  

T h r e e  m o n t h s  l a t e r  o n  May 13, 1 8 7 6  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  

8, I b i d , ,  p .  1 8 2 .  
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d i s c u s s i o n s  b e t w e e n  A n d r a s s y  a n d  G o r c h a k o v ,  t h e  R u s s i a n  F o r e i g n  

M i n i s t o r ,  t h e r e  e m e r g e d  a n o t h o r  p r o p o s a l  known a s  t h o  B e r l i n  

Memorandum. A t w o  m o n t h  a r m i s t i c e  w a s  p r o p o s e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  

P o r t e  a n d  t h e  i n s u r g e n t s  a n d  a m o r e  l i m i t e d  p r o g r a m m e  o f  r e f o r m ,  

i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  A n d r a s s y  n o t e ,  i n  B o s n i a  a n d  

H e r z e g o v i n a  w a s  s u g g e s t e d  a n d  i t s  e x e c u t i o n  was  t o  b e  s u p e r -  

v i s e d  by t h e  c o n s u l s  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  i n  t h a t  a r e a ,  
1 0  I t  was  

a l s o  a g r e e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r s  

o f  R u s s i a  a n d  A u s t r i a  t h a t ,  i n  case  o f  O t t o m a n  c o l l a p s e ,  t h e  

l a t t e r  was t o  r e c e i v e  p a r t s  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  s o u t h e r n  B e s s a r a b i a  

w o u l d  g o  t o  R u s s i a .  T h u s  i t  was i n  t h e  B e r l i n  Memorandum t h a t  

A u s t r i a ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time, o p e n l y  a d m i t t e d  h e r  i n t e r e s t  i n  

o c c u p y i n g  t h e  t w o  p r o v i n c e s .  The B e r l i n  Memorandum t o o  f a i l e d  

t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  d i s p u t e  b e c a u s e  o f  ' B r i t i s h  o b j e c t i o n s  t o  

i t s  p r o g r a m m e . D i s r a e l i ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  premier, c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  

t h e  t w o  p o w e r s  were " a s k i n g  u s  t o  s a n c t i o n  t h e m  i n  t h e i r  p u t -  

t i n g  t h e  k n i f e  t o  t h e  t h r o a t  o f  T u r k e y ,  w h e t h e r  we l i k e  i t  o r  

n o t ,  " The a t t i t u d e  o f  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d i m i n i s h e d  

t h e  c h a n c e s  o f  t h e  memorandum b e i n g  a c c e p t e d  by t h e  T u r k s .  

T h e  f a t e  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  S o u t h e r n  S l a v s  a t  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  

j u n c t u r e  h e a v i l y  d e p e n d e d  o n  A u s t r i a  a n d  R u s s i a ,  Though  r i v a l s  

1 0 .  S e t o n - W a t s o n ,  R .  W, R r i t a i n  i n  E u r o p e ,  New Y o r k ,  
1 9 6 8 ,  pp, 516, 5 1 7 .  



i n  t h e  B a l k a n s ,  it is  o f t e n  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  t h e  t w o  p o w e r s  had 

c o o p o r a t e d  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h a r  d u r i n g  t h o  l a s t  t u o  centuries ,at 

s u c c ~ s s i v e  c r i s e s ,  b a s e d  o n  m u t u a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  s p h e r e s  o f  

i n f l u e n c e  - A u s t r i a  a l o n g  t h e  A d r i a t i c  i n  B o s n i a ,  S e r b i a  a n d  

M a c e d o n i a ,  R u s s i a ,  a l o n g  t h e  B l a c k  S e a  i n  t h e  D a n u b i a n  p r i n c i -  

p a l i t i e s  a n d  B u l g a r i a ,  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e y  o f t e n  t r o d  o n  e a c h  

o t h e r ' s  t o e s ,  b u t  i n  t h o  m a i n  t h e y  h a d  o b s e r v e d  t h e  u n w r i t t e n  

laws o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c e n t u r i e s ,  a  b a l a n c e  o f  i n t e r e s t  a n d  

p r e v i o u s  m u t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e f o r e  t h e y  s t a r t e d  t h e i r  q u a r -  

r e l s  w i t ' ?  T u r k e y .  H e n c e ,  it was  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  t h e  two 

c o u n t r i e s  came  t o  a n  a g r e e m e n t  o n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c r i s i s  a s  w e l l .  

W i t h  t h i s  i n  v i e w  A l e x a n d e r  I 1  a n d  F r a n z  J o s e p h ,  a l o n g  w i t h  

t h e i r  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t o r s ,  met i n  J u l y  1 8 7 6 ,  a t  R e i c h s t a d t  a n d  

c o n c l u d e d  a s e c r e t  a g r e e m e n t ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  m e e t i n g  

t h e  r i v a l  c o n t i n g e n c i e s  o f  T u r k i s h  v i c t o r y  a n d  T u r k i s h  d e -  

f e a t ,  
11 

I n  J u n e ,  1 8 7 6 ,  S e r b i a  a n d  M o n t e n e g r o ,  f i n a l l y  g i v i n g  

u p  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  c o v e r t  s u p p o r t  t o  t h e  r e b e l s  i n  B o s n i a - H e r z e -  

g o v i n a ,  h a d  d e c l a r e d  war o n  T u r k e y ,  I n  case  o f  T u r k i s h  d e -  

f e a t ,  a p a r t i t i o n  o f  T u r k e y  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s  was  e n v i s a g e d  a t  

~ e i c h s t a d t , ~ ~  S e r b i a  a n d  f l o n t e n e g r o  w o u l d  bo  a l l o w e d  a  common 

f r o n t i e r  a n d  a l i t t l e  e x t r a  t e r r i t o r y ,  b u t  B o s n i a - H e r z e g o v i n a  

11, L a n g e r ,  W, L, E u r o p e a n  A l l i a n c e s  a n d  A l i q n m e n t - 2 ,  
N e w  Y o r k ,  1 9 5 6 ,  p .  9 2 .  

1 2 .  I b i d .  



was f r e e l y  concodod by Russ ia  t o  A u s t r i a ,  as a  p r i c e  o f  

l a t t e r ' s  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h o  Balkans.  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  S e r b i a  

s u f f e r e d  a  h u m i l i a t i n g  d e f e a t  a t  t h e  hands o f  Turkey and t h e  

c a l c u l a t i o n s  o f  R e i c h s t a d t  became, f o r  t h e  t i m e  be ing ,  a  

wasted  e f f o r t .  

By t h e  autumn o f  1876, p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  Russ ia  was 

c l a r n o u r i n g  f o r  war w i t h  Turkey. The s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  Bu l -  

g a r i a n  r e v o l t  and t h e  c o n t i n u e d  m i l i t a r y  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  a  qood 

p a r t  o f  S e r b i a  by  Turkey was t o o  h u m i l i a t i n g  f o r  t h e  Pan-Slavs 

i n  Russ ia  and t h e y  wanted t h e i r  government t o  do someth ing  

a b o u t  i t .  B u t  t h e  Tsar  and h i s  m i n i s t e r s  were u n w i l l i n g  t o  go 

t o  war w i t h  Turkey w i t h o u t  t h e  a b s o l u t e  c e r t a i n t y  o f  A u s t r i a n  

n e u t r a l i t y ,  A u s t r i a n  benevo lence was d o u b l y  i m p o r t a n t ,  s i n c e ,  

i n  case o f  war w i t h  Turkey, t h e  former c o u l d  l e a d  an advance 

f r o m  T r a n s y l v a n i a  and ~ a l j c i a  t h a t  c o u l d  have c u t  Russ ian  

communica t ions .  Consequent ly ,  i n  a  s e r i o s  o f  f u r t h e r  s e c r e t  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  d a t i n g  f r o m  September 1876 t o  March 1877, Russ ia  

s e c u r e d  A u s t r i a ' s  p r o m i s e  t o  obse rve  b e n e v o l e n t  n e u t r a l i t y  i n  

t h e  f o r m e r ' s  war w i t h  Turkey. I n  r e t u r n  A u s t r i a  was a l l o w e d  

t o  occupy Oosnia and Herzegov ina  a t  a  t i m e  o f  h e r  own c h o o s i n g  

and Serb ia ,  Montenegro and t h e  Sanjak o f  Nov i -Bazar  were t o  

c o n s t i t u t e  a  n e u t r a l  zone and were t o  be i n v a d e d  by t h e  f o r c e s  

o f  n e i t h e r  power. Russ ia  was a l l o w e d  t o  r e c o v e r  s o u t h e r n  

Bessa rab ia  and  t h e  two powers p r o m i s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  each o t h e r  

i n  any f u t u r e  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  powors convened t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  



t e r r i t o r i a l  c h a n g e s  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by t h o  w a r .  I t  was o n l y  

a f t o r  t h e  f i n a l  s i g n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  d o c u m e n t  o n  March  1 8 ,  1 8 7 7  

i n  B u d a p o s t  t h a t  Russia f e l t  a t  l i b e r t y  t o  d e c l a r e  w a r  o n  

T u r k e y  a n d  i t  w a s  d o n e  f i v e  w e e k s  l a t e r  o n  A p r i l  2 4 ,  1 8 7 7 .  

T h u s  t h e  f a t e  o f  B o s n i a  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  d e c i d e d  lag be fo re  

t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  B e r l i n  met i n  J u n e ,  1 8 7 8 .  C e r t a i n l y ,  much 

d i p l o m a t i c  p l o t t i n q  a n d  s c h e m i n g  w e n t  o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e r i o d  

of  t h e  R u s s o - T u r k i s h  w a r  a n d  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  B e r l i n  b u t  t ime,  

s p a c e  a n d  r e l e v a n c y  t o  t h i s  c h a p t e r  m a k e s  i t  u n n e c e s s a r y  t o  g o  

i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s .  S u f f i c e  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  A n g l o - A u s t r i a n  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  o f  Nay,  1 8 7 7 ,  i n s p i r e d  l a r ~ e l y  by D i s r a e l i ,  t h e  

B r i t i s h  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r ,  t o  woo t h e  A u s t r i a n s  away  f r o m  R u s s i a ,  

d i d  n o t  meet w i t h  s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  I t  w a s  o n l y  a f t e r  

San  S t e f a n o  a n d  R u s s i a ' s  a d v o c a c y  o f  a ' b i g  B u l g a r i a '  t h a t  a n  

i r a t e  A n d r a s s y ,  c o n v i n c e d  o f  ( R u s s i a n  d u p l i c i t y  a n d  a b r e a c h  o f  

t h e  s e c r e t  a g r e e m e n t s ,  b e g a n  t o  t h r o w  h i s  f u l l  w e i g h t  b e h i n d  t h e  

B r i t i s h  i n  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  w h i c h  f i n a l l y  l e d  t o  t h e  C o n g r e s s  

o f  B e r l i n .  H e n c e ,  a t  t h e  C o n g r e s s ,  when L o r d  S a l i s b u r y ,  t h e  

B r i t i s h  f o r e i g n  s e c r e t a r y ,  f o r m a l l y  p r o p o s e d  an A u s t r i a n  man- 

d a t e  o f  B o s n i a - H e r z e g o v i n a ,  R u s s i a  was i n  n o  p o s i t i o n  t o  o p p o s e  

t h e  m o t i o n .  S h e  h a d  e x p l i c i t y  s t a t e d  o n  a n u m b e r  o f  o c c a s i o n s ,  

d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  t h a t  s h e  w o u l d  n o t  s t a n d  i n  t h e  

way o f  t h e  M o n a r c h y ' s  d e s i r e  t o  o c c u p y  t h e  two p r o v i n c e s .  * I n  

* A m o n t h  b o f o r e  t h e  C o n g r c s s  c o n v e n e d ,  o n  May 0 ,  1878,  i n  
o r d e r  t o  r e d u c o  B r i t i s h  i n f l u c n c o  a n d  g a i n  A u s t r i a n  s u p -  
p o r t  on o t h o r  i s s u e s ,  R u s s i a  d o s p a t c h o d  a n o t h e r  s e c r e t  
memornt~durn t o  V i e n n a  r e a s s e r t i n g  t h e i r  e a r l i e r  p r o m i s e s  
t o  s t a n d  by t h e  M o n a r c h y  o n  t h o  B o s n i a n  q u e s t i o n .  



1870, A u s t r i a  c o u l d  h a v e  e a s i l y  a n n e x e d  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  w i t h -  

o u t  t o o  much o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  p o w e r s ,  T h a t  A n d r a s s y  a n d  

F r a n z  J o s o p h  r e f r a i n e d  f r o m  t h i s  c o u r s 8  was d u e  t o  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o b s t r u c t i o n  i n  b o t h  t h e  A u s t r i a n  a n d  H u n g a r i a n  

p a r l i a m e n t s ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  was  c o n s i d e r a b l e  o p p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  

M o n a r c h y  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  a b s o r b i n g  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  o n e  a n d  a  

h a l f  m i l l i o n  S l a v s  i n t o  t h e  E m p i r e .  The f i n a l  s o l u t i o n  o f  

t h e  p r o b l e m  was t h u s  l e f t  t o  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n ,  
* 

The n e x t  t h i r t y  y e a r s  o f  A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n  r u l e  i n  

B o s n i a - H e r z e g o v i n a  was  f a r  f r o m  a h a p p y  p r o s p e c t  t o  t h e  

i t  After a s e r i e s  o f  c o n f u s e d  a n d  c o m p l i c a t e d  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  R u s s i a  on J u l y  13 ,  1878,  a q r e e d  
t o  t h e  A u s t r i a n  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  ~ a n j a k  o f  
N o v i - B a z a r  a s  wel l .  T h u s  A u s t r i a  m a n a g e d  
t o  b l o c k  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  u n i o n  o f  
S e r b i a  a n d  M o n t e n e g r o  F o r  a n o t h e r  g e n e r a -  
t i o n .  The  T u r k i s h  p v e r n m e n t  a t  f i r s t  
r e f u s e d  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  A u s t r i a n  o c c u p a -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  S a n j a k  o r  t h e  two  p r o v i n c e s .  
F i n a l l y ,  when A n d r a s s y  a g r e e d  t o  s i g n  a 
d o c u m e n t  a d m i t t i n g  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  n a t u r e  o f  
t h e  A u s t r i a n  o c c u p a t i o n ,  w i t h o u t  a f f e c t i n g  
t h e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  o v e r  t h e  t w o  
p r o v i n c e s ,  T u r k e y  a l s o  p u t  h e r  s i g n a t u r e  t o  
t h e  T r e a t y  o f  B e r l i n ,  



* 
l o c a l  i n h a b i t a n t s .  The o c c u p a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  WnS 

* A .  J. P. T a y l o r  has  p a r t i a l l y  d i s p u t e d  t h i s  v i e w ,  o r  
pe rhaps ,  i t  w o u l d  be more a c c u r a t e  t o  say t h a t  h e  h a s  
h e l p e d  f u r t h e r  t o  c o n f u s e  t h e  i s s u e .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
h i m  t h e  Habsburgs  e x p o r t e d  t o  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a ,  
i t s  " s u r p l u s  intellectual p r o d u c t i o n "  - a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  
r o a d - b u i l d e r s ,  a r c h a e o l o g i s t s  and  e t h n o g r a p h e r s  - a n d  
t h e  l o c a l  p e o p l e  d e r i v e d  t h e  concommi tan t  a d v a n t a g e s  
f r o m  t h i s  p o l i c y .  Yet,  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  T a y l o r  
o n l y  h a s  c o n t e m p t  f o r  t h e  A u s t r i a n  e f f o r t s .  To q u o t e  
h i m :  

"The two  p r o v i n c e s  were t h e  ' w h i t e  man's b u r d e n '  o f  
A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y  ----. The two p r o v i n c e s  r e c o i v e d  a l l  
t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  I m p e r i a l  r u l e :  ponde rous  p u b l i c  b u i l d -  
i n g s ;  mode l  b a r r a c k s  f o r  t h e  army o f  o c c u p a t i o n ,  banks,  
h o t e l s ,  and  ca fes ,  a  good w a t e r  s u p p l y  f o r  t h e  c e n t r e s  
o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y  r e s o r t s  where 
t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  and  army o f f i c e r s  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  
t h e  b u r d e n  o f  Empi re ,  The r e a l  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  A u s t r i n -  
Hungary was n o t  on show: when t h e  Emp i re  f e l l  i n  1918, 
e i g h t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  was s t i l l  il- 
l i t e r a t e .  F e a r f u l  o f  Sou th  S l a v  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  t h e  
Habsburg  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  p r e v e n t e d  any e l e m e n t  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  on s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t .  K a l l a y ,  t h e  common 
F i n a n c e  M i n i s t e r  who d i r e c t e d  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  
B o s n i a  and  He rzeqov ina  f o r  more t h a n  t w e n t y  y e a r s ,  
f o r b a d e  t h e r e  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  S e r b i a  
w h i c h  h e  h a d  h i m s e l f  w r i t t e n  ---- The Mohammedans were  
t h e  l a r g e  l andowners ,  and  Habsburg  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
t h e r e f o r e  p r e s e r v e d  t h e  f e u d a l  sys tem o f  l a n d  t e n u r e  
w h i c h  had  been t h e  w o r s t  f e a t u r e  o f  T u r k i s h  r u l e .  Even 
t h e  p u b l i c  b u i l d i n g s  were  i n  a  b a s t a r d - T u r k i s h  s t y l e ,  
t . r u l y  e x p r e s s i v e  o f  t h e  I m p e r i a l  s p i r i t .  F o r  t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  m a j o r i t y  t h e r e  was o n l y  one  change r  t h e y  
c o u l d  no  l o n 3 e r  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  r u l e r s .  T h i s  
d i s c h a r g e d  t h e  ' m i s s i o n '  o f  t h e  Habsburg d y n a s t y . "  

See A ,  J. P. T a y l o r  i n  = Habsburo Monarchyr  1809- 
1918, London, 1948, pp.  153-54. - 



r e c e i v e d  w i t h  t h o  g r e a t e s t  d i s f a v o u r .  The O r t h o d o x  S e r b s  h a d  

n o  d o s i r e  t o  e x c h n n g o  T u r k i s h  f o r  A u s t r i a n  r u l e ,  b u t  w i s h e d  

t o  joint e i t h e r  S e r b i a  o r  M o n t a n c g r o .  They d i s t r u s t e d  t h e  

p r e d o m i n a n t l y  C a t h o l i c  D u a l  Monarchy  8s much a s  t h e i r  M u s l i m  

O t t o m a n  c o u n t e r p ~ ~ s t ,  The l a t t e r  i n  t u r n  r e s e n t e d  t h o  t r a n s -  

f e r e n c e  o f  a u t h o r i t y  f r o m  T u r k i s h  t o  t h o  A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n ,  

d e s p i t e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  t e c h n i c a l l y  t h e y  were s t i l l  t h e  

s u b j e c t s  o f  t h e  S u l t z n .  m o r e o v e r ,  b o t h  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  

were u n d e r  t h e  i l l u s i o n  t h a t  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  was  a  t e m p o r a r y  

m e a s u r e  a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  i t  w o u l d  b e  t e r m i n a t e d  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  

b e t t e r .  W i t h  t h e  p a s s a q e  o f  time t h e y  b e g a n  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  

p e r m a n e n c e  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  t h e y  s t z r t e d  t o  c o o p e r a t e  o n  

t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  common e n m i t y  t o  H a b s b u r ~  r u l e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B o s n i a - H e r z e g o v i n a  s o o n  

b e g a n  t o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  p e r i o d  o f  

c o n t r o l  was  i n  n o  way b e i n g  c h a n g e d  u n d e r  t h e  H a b s b u r ~  r u l e ,  

The A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n s  were e i t h e r  u n w i l l i n g  o r  u n a b l e  t o  s e n d  

w e l l - p a i d  a n d  e f f i c i e n t  s t a f f  t o  t h e  t w o  p r o v i n c e s  a n d  c o n -  

s e q u e n t l y  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  a s  b a d  a s  b e f o r e .  

The H a b s b u r g  o f f i c i a l s  a l s o  f a i l e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  l o c a l  

c u s t o m s  a n d  t r a d i t i o n s .  E a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s  - 
O r t h o d o x ,  Mus l im  a n d  C a t h o l i c  - c h e r i s h e d  i t s  u n i q u e  c h a r a c t e r -  

i s t i c s  a n d  h e l d  o n  w i t h  g r e a t  t o n a c i t y  t o  t h e  l e g a c y  o f  i t s  

p a s t .  M u s l i m s  who d e s i r e d  t o  make a  p i l g r i m a g e  t o  t h e  O t t o -  

man E m p i r e  o r  i m m i q r a t e  f r o m  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  were o f t e n  h i n d e r e d  



f r o m  d o i n g  s o .  The O r t h o d o x  c o m p l a i n e d  o f  o f f i c i a l  i n t e r -  

f e r e n c e  i n  t h e i r  c i v i l ,  m i l i t a r y  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  a f f a i r s  a n d ,  

many f l e d  t o  S e r b i a  a n d  M o n t e n e g r o .  D e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  p r o m i s e s ,  

t h e  H a b s b u r g s  f a i l e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a n y  e f f e c t i v e  r e f o r m s  i n  

Bosn i a - H e r z e g o v i n a ,  Few c h a n g e s  were made ,  a n d  t h e s e  f a i l e d  

t o  meet t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  t h e  t ime a n d  t h e y  were i n  n o  way 

a b l e  t o  c h e c k  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  a n t i - H a b s b u r g  f e e l i n g .  S u c h  w a s  
* 

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  1 9 0 8 .  

The Young Turk  r e v o l u t i o n  c a u g h t  

* C u r i o u s l y ,  j u s t .  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  B o s n i a -  
H e r z a p o v i n a ,  A u s t r i a  s e t t l e d  a l o n g  s t a n d i n g  d i s -  
p u t e  u ~ i t h  t h e  M u s l i m s  o f  t h e  two  p r o v i n c e s ,  I n  
1 9 0 0  t h e  B o s n i a n  M u s l i m s  h a d ,  o n c e  a g a i n ,  p e t i t i o n e d  
t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n  S a r a j e v o  f o r  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  i n  
r e l i g i o u s  a n d  ~ d i ~ c a t i o n a l  matters ,  The d i s c u s s i o n  
d r a g g e d  o n  t i l l  l!lUB, b u t  i n  t h a t  y e a r  a c o m p l e t e  
a c c o r d  was  r e a c h e d .  The u n s e t t l e d  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  
M e n s c h ! r r a ,  n a m e l y ,  g r a n t i n g  f u l l  p o w e r s  t o  t h e  
r e l i g i d u s  h e a d  o f  t h e  B o s n i a n  M u s l i n s  by t h e  
S h e i k - u l -  I s l a m  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  was  a l s o  w o r k e d  
o u t  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n o  way. By t h e  terms o f  t h i s  
new a r r a n g e m e n t ,  ~ u s l i m s  o f  B o s n i a - ~ e r z e g o v i n a  
were a l l o w e d  t o  n o m i n a t e  t h r e e  p e r s o n s  t o  t h e  
p o s t  o f  R e i s - u l - U l e m a  o r  h e a d  o f  t h e  c h u r c h  a n d  
t h e i r  n a m e s  were t o  be s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  E m p e r o r  
o f  A u s t r i a ,  who i n  t u r n  w o u l d  s e l e c t  o n e  o f  t h e m .  
The name o f  t h e  E m a e r o r ' s  n o m i n e e  was  t h e n  s u b -  
m i t t e d  t o -  t h e  s h e i k - u l -  I s l a m  f o r  a p p r o v a l .  Thus  
t h e  u l t i m a t e  a u t h o r i t y  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  C o n s t a n t i -  
n o p l e  f r o m  V i e n n a .    his made  a f a v o u r a b l e  i m p r e s -  
s i o n  o n  t h e  M u s l i m  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
a n d ,  a s  a  r o s u l t ,  t h e  B o s n i a n  M u s l i m s  d i d  n o t  p r o t e s t  
s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  t h e  A u s t r i a n  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  1 9 0 8 .  

S e e  A m b s s a d o r  G o s c h e n  t o  G r e y ,  U i e n n a ,  O c t o b e r  1, 1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F ,  0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No. 1 3 5 .  



A u s t r i a ,  a s  e lsewhere ,  by s u r p r i s e .  To Baron d ' A a h r ~ n t h a 1 ,  

t h e  A u s t r i a n  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  sugges ted  o t h e r  

i d e a s .  He was a f r a i d  t h a t  h e  m i g h t  meet w i t h  g r e a t c r  d i f f i -  

c u l t i e s  f rom t h e  new T u r k i s h  r & i m e  and, as  a  r e s u l t ,  h e  came 

t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  he must go f o r w a r d  and annex t h e  two 

p r o v i n c e s .  l3 There was a l s o  a  more i m p o r t a n t  reason  w h i c h  

had immedia te  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Andrassy, i n  document p r e -  

s e n t e d  on J u l y  13, 1878 t o  t h e  T u r k i s h  d e l e g a t i o n  a t  t h e  

Congress o f  B e r l i n  had g i v e n  a  solemn p romise  t h a t  t h e  A u s t r i a n  

o c c u p a t i o n  o f  Bosn ia  and Herzegov ina  wou ld  n o t  o n l y  i n f r i n g e  

t h e  S u l t a n ' s  s u z e r a i n t y ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  was t o  be 

o n l y  p r o v i s i o n a l .  I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  new s p i r i t  i n  Turkey, if i t  

became more n e c e s s a r y  t o  g r a n t  p o l i t i c a l  freedom t o  t h e  p e o p l e s  

o f  Bosn ia  and Herzegov ina ,  A e h r e n t h a l  was p r e p a r e d  t o  f o r e s t a l l  

by a n n e x a t i o n  any t e n d e n c i e s  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  t o  

l e a v e  t h e  monarchy. Nonethe less ,  t h e  p l a n  t o  annex t h e  

p r o v i n c e s  had t a k e n  shape much e a r l i a r  i n  t h e  A u s t r i a n ' s  mind. 

When I s v o l s k y ,  t h e  Russian F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  v i s i t e d  Vienna 

i n  l a t e  September 1907, w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  b r i n g i n g  o u t  

t h e  ' s t r a i t s  q u e s t i o n '  b e f o r e  t h e  powers, A e h r e n t h a l  t o l d  

h i m  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  t a k e  no immedia te  a c t i o n  t i l l  h i s  govern-  

ment had  d e c i d e d  when t o  annex Bosn ia  and Herzegov ina .  

13. S c h m i t t ,  Re rnado t te .  T r i p l e  A l l i a n c e  and  T r i p l e  En t c n t e ,  
New York, 1947, p. 78. 



I s v o l s k y  made n o  p r o t e s t  t o  t h i s  s u c g e s t i o n  a n d  t h u s  c l e v e r l y  

A e h r e n t h a l  was a b l e  t o  l i n k  t h e  q u o s t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r a i t s  w i t h  

t h a t  o f  t h e  annexa t i on ,14  W h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  R u s s i a n s  t o  

make t h e  n e x t  move, by  t h e  end  o f  1907 ,Aeh ren tha l  s o c u r e d  

c a b i n e t  a p p r o v a l  f o r  a n n e x a t i o n  a t  t h e  o p p o r t u n e  moment. The 

moment a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  shape o f  t h e  Young Turk  R e v o l u t i o n  . 

o f  1908.  

I n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  c a b i n e t  a p p r o v a l  f o r  t h e  annexa-  

t i o n  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  He rzegov ina ,  A e h r e n t h a l  h a d  t o l d  t h e  m i n i -  

s t e r s  t h a t  n o  d i f f i c u l t i e s  w o u l d  be e n c o u n t e r e d  f rom R u s s i a n  

q u a r t e r s .  T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  was based  s o l e l y  o n  t h e  p r e m i s e  o f  

h i s  m e e t i n g  w i t h  I s v o l s k y  i n  September  1907. The f a c t  t h a t  

t h a  R u s s i a n  d i d  n o t  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  i d e a  OF a n n e x a t i o n  a t  t h a t  

m e e t i n g  i n  V iennc  was n o  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  A e h r e n t h a l ' s  

o p t i m i s m ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  w3s n o t  i n  

t o u c h  w i t h  I s v o l s k y  r e g a r d i n g  t h o  q u e s t i o n  f o r  a n o t h e r  y e a r ,  

I n  o t h e r  words,  t h e  A u s t r i a n  was p u t t i n g  t h e  c a r t  b e f ~ r e  t h e  

h o r s c  when h e  t o l d  t h e  c a b i n e t  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  be n o  r e s i s -  

t a n c e  f r om R u s s i a  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  an  A u s t r i a n  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  

t h e  two  p r o v i n c e s ,  It was A e h r e n t h a l ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  once  

R u s s i a ,  a s  t h e  c h i e f  r i v a l  o f  A u s t r i a  i n  t h e  e a l k a n s ,  a s s e n t e d  

t o  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  OF t h e  p r o v i n c e s  i t  w o u l d  a v e n t u a l l y  b e  

r e c o ~ n i z e d  w i t h o u t  d i f f i c u l t y  by t h e  r e m a i n i n g  powers  as  w e l l .  

14. I b i  d. 



W i t h  t h i s  i n  v i o w ,  t w o  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e  o u t b r o a k  o f  t h e  Younq  

T u r k  R e v o l u t i o n ,  h o  mat I s v o l s k y  a g a i n  a t  B u c h l a u  o n  S e p t e m b e r  

15, 1 9 0 8 .  A t  t h i s  m e e t i n g  A e h r e n t h a l  s p o k e  o f  a p o s s i b l e  

a n n e x a t i o n  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a  u n d e r  c e r t a i n  c i r c u m -  

s t a n c e s  w i t h o u t  d e f i n i n g  t h e  e x a c t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  c i r c u m -  

s t a n c e s .  l5 N e i t h e r  d i d  h e  s a y  t h a t  a n y  d e c i s i o n  h a d  b e e n  t a k e n  

o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of a n n e x a t i o n  now t h a t  i t  was i m m i n e n t .  When 

A e h r e n t h a l  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i a n  was s o l e l y  t h e  c o n c e r n  

o f  A u s t r i a  a n d  T u r k e y ,  I s v o l s k y  c o r r e c t l y  a r g u e d  t h a t  i t  a l s o  

i n c l u d e d  t h e  s i g n a t o r i e s  o f  t h o  T r e a t y  o f  B e r l i n . 1 6  When t h e  

A u s t r i a n  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  r e n u n c i a t i o n  if h i s  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  t r e a t y  

r i g h t s  t o  t h e  S a n j a k  o f  N o v i - B a z a r ,  I s v o l s k y  t o l d  h i m  t h , t  i t  

was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  R u s s i a  o r  t h e  B a l k a n  

S t a t e s .  l 7  * D e s p i t e  t h e  unsettled n a t u r e  o f  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n s  

15. Bert ie  t o  G r e y ,  P a r i s ,  O c t o b e r  5 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0, 
3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No. 56. 

1 6 ,  I b i d .  

17. B e r t i e  t o  G r e y ,  P a r i s ,  O c t o b e r  4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F .  0. 
3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No. 3 8 0 .  

Y As t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e e n  A e h r e n t h a l  a n d  
I s v o l s k y  a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  c o n t r o v e r s y  a s  t o  w h a t  
a c t u a l l y  t r a n s p i r e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  a t  B u c h l a u ,  a r e  
q u e s t i o n s  b e y o n d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  s h o r t  c h a p t e r ,  Our  
m a i n  c o n c e r n  h e r e  i s  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  
B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a  o n  T u r k e y .  T h e  f o r m e r  q u e s t i o n  
i s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l  i n  L u i g i  A l b e r t i n i ' s  
O r i q i n s  o f  t h e  War o f  1 9 1 4  ( v o l u m e  I ,  C h a p t e r s  IV a n d  
V) .  Bernadot- The  A n n e x a t i o n  o f  B o s n i a ,  
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 9  i s  a l s o  u s o f u l  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n .  



w i t h  I s v o l s k y ,  A e h r e n t h a l  wont  ahead w i t h  h i s  p l a n s  f o r  p r e -  

p a r i n g  t h o  way f o r  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n .  On September 26, h e  w r o t e  

t a  t h e  German C h a n c e l l o r ,  P r i n c e  Bulow, i n f o r m i n g  h i m  o f  

A u s t r i a ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  annex t h e  p r o v i n c e s  and  on September 28  

a s i m i l a r  l e t t e r  was s e n t  t o  H a r d i n g e ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  Permanent  

U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  f o r  F o r e i g n  A f f a i r s .  l8 I n  n e i t h e r .  

i n s t a n c e  t h e  d a t e  o f  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  was n o t  g i v e n .  A e h r e n t h a l  

d i d  t h i s  on  September 29, uhen he  p r e p a r e d  i n  advance  a u t o -  

g r a p h e d  l e t t o r s  f rom F ranz  Joseph a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  r e i g n i n g  

heads  o f  t h e  g r e a t  powers.  l9 The r e s p e c t i v e  A u s t r o - H u n ~ a r i a n  

ambassadors  were a s k e d  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  l e t t e r s  e i t h e r  on  Oct -  

o b e r  5 o r  6.20 A n o t e  o f  Oc tobe r  3 t o  t h e  governments  o f  t h e  

powers  was i n s t r u c t e d  t o  be d e l i v e r e d  on  t h e  day t h e  annexa- 

t i o n  was p r o c l a i m e d .  A l l  t h e s e  n o t e s  d e v e l o p e d  t h e  theme 

t h a t ,  s i n c e  t h e  Young Turks  t o o k  power i n  Turkey ,  t h e  Monarchy 

h a d  d e c i d e d  t h a t  i t  was no  l o n g e r  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s  

g a r r i s o n s  and  r i g h t s  i n  t h e  San jak  o f  Nov i -Baza r .  I n  v i e w  o f  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  m a t u r i t y  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  cgut-cxof  

t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e y  were now r e a d y  f o r  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e g i m e ,  

10. Goschen t o  Grey,  V ienna,  Oc tobe r  l o t h ,  1908, i n  
F. 0. 371/553, No. 148. 

19.  I b i d .  A l s o  P r i b r a ~ v r ' ,  A .  F, A u s t r i a - H 1 ~ n r 7 a r y  and  
G r e a t  O r i t a i n t  1908-1914, London, 1951,  p. 96. 

20. I b i d .  



b u t  i t  c o u l d  be d o n e  o n l y  a f t e r  r e g u l a r i z i n g  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ,  

t u h i c h  i n  a c t u a l i t y  m o n n t  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  

T u r k e y  was o f f i c i a l l y  i n f o r m e d  o f  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o n l y  

o n  O c t o b e r  7 ,  a d a y  a f t e r  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  w a s  p r o c l a i m e d .  T h e  

n o t e  p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  P o r t e  was i n  c o n t e n t  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h e  

o n e s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p a r a g r a p h ,  T h e  i n i t i a l  r e s p o n s e  

i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  t o  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a  

was m i l d  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e -  

p e n d e n c e ,  w h i c h  p r e c e d e d  a d a y  e a r l i e r .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  t h e  

A u s t r i a n  a m b a s s a d o r  i n  t h e  T u r k i s h  c a p i t a l ,  P a l l a v a c i n i ,  w a s  

h a s t y  e n o u g h  t o  t e l e g r a p h  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  o n  O c t o b e r  9 ,  a mere 

t w o  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  a f f a i r  was c l o s e d  

a s  f a r  a s  T u r k e y  w a s  c o n c e r n e d .  T h e r e  were g o o d  r e a s o n s  f o r  

t h i s .  T h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  b y  B u l g a r i a  s e e m e d  m o r e  

h u m i l i a t i n g  a n d  w a s  m o r e  i n j u r i o u s  t o  T u r k i s h  i n t e r e s t s  t h a n  

t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a .  A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  l o s s  

o f  T u r k i s h  sovereignty o v e r  B u l g a r i a ,  t h e  f o r r r l o r  a l s o  l o s t  

h e r  s u z e r a i n t y  o v e r  E a s t e r n  R u m e l i a ,  o f  w h i c h  P r i n c o  F e r d i n a n d  

was m e r e l y  t h e  - V a l i .  Moreover, t h e r e  w a s  a l a r g e  M u s l i m  

p o p u l a t i o n  i n  E a s t e r n  R u m e l i a  a n d ,  t h e  p r o v i n c e  b e i n g  c l o s e  

t o  C o n s t a n t . i n o p l e ,  T u r k e y  f e l t  m o r e  d i r e c t l y  t h r e a t e n e d  b y  a n  

i n d e p e n d ~ n t  B u l g a r i a .  H e n c e ,  i n i t i a l l y ,  K i a m i l ' s  c a b i n e t  

d e c i d e d  t o  p r o t e s t  t o  t h e  p o w e r s  o n l y  o n  t h e  B u l ~ a r i a n  i s s u e ,  

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  A u s t r i a ' s  a n n e x a t i o n ,  a r e p l y  t o  t h e  A u s t r i a n  

n o t e  was s a n t  t o  t h c  e f f e c t  t h a t  T u r k e y  r e s e r v e d  a l l  h e r  r i g h t s  



under  t h e  t r e a t i e s  and s i m p l y  p r o t e s t e d  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  

t r e ~ t i e s  by A u s t r i a .  The r e a c t i o n  i n  B r i t a i n ,  F rance  and , 
Russ ia  t o  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  was u n f a v o u r a b l e  t o  A u s t r i a .  The 

Young Turk R e v o l u t i o n  had m o d i f i e d  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  F o r e i g n  

O f f i c e  and B r i t i s h  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  f a v o u r  o f  Turkey. 21 The 

r e a c t i o n  o f  France was a l s o  s i m i l a r ,  Clemenceau, t h e  P r ime  

M i n i s t e r  o f  France,  s e v e r e l y  condemned t h e  A u s t r i a n  a c t i o n  

a s  a  s e r i o u s  i n f r i n g e m e n t  o f  c o n t r a c t u a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  and, if 

t h e  i n c i d e n t  was a l l o w e d  t o  pass,  he  warned t h a t  i t  wou ld  

c r e a t e  a dangerous p r e c e d e n t  a g a i n s t  p u b l i c  m o r a l i t y .  He 

wanted B r i t a i n  and France t o  w i t h h o l d  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  

a n n e x a t i o n  u n t i l  a  c o n f o r e n c e  o f  t h e  powers had t l , o r o u g h l y  

d i s c u s s e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  In  Russ ia  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  gave r i s e  t o  

a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p u b l i c  i n d i g n a t i o n .  S t o l y p i n ,  t h e  Russ ian  

P remie r ,  was d o u b l y  d i s t u r b e d  t h a t  I s v o l s k y  had n e v e r  d i s c l o s e d  

t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  A e h r e n t h a l  t o  anyone, On 

October  3, t h r e e  days p r i o r  t o  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  annexa- 

t i o n ,  t h e  A u s t r i a n  ambassador i n  P a r i s ,  Count K h e v e n h u l l e r ,  

t o l d  P ichon,  t h e  F rench  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  t h a t  A u s t r i a  had 

r e c e i v e d  t h e  c o n c u r r e n c e  o f  t h e  c a b i n e t s  o f  S t ,  P e t e r s b u r g ,  

Rome and B e r l i n  t o  t h e  annexation o f  Bosn ia  and Herzegov ina ,  22 

21. P r i b r a u r q  Aus t r i a -Hunoary ,  pp. 99-101. 

22. E o r t i e  t o  Grey, P a r i s ,  October  3 ,  1908, i n  F, 0, 
371/551, No. 380. 



I s v o l s k y  v e h e m e n t l y  d e n i e d  any R u s s i a n  c o l l u s i o n  i n  t h e  a f f a i r ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  i n  R u s s i a  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  was s c e n  a s  a  g r e a t  

l e t  down o f  S l a v i c  k i nsmon  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  I s v o l s k y ,  ma in -  

t a i n e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a t  Buch lau  t h a t  E u r o p e  c o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  

t h i s  b l o w  d e a l t  a t  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  ~ e r l i n , ' ~  a n d  a g r e e d  w i t h  

Clemenceau t h a t  a  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h o  powers  s h o u l d  be  c o n v e n e d  

a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  b e f o r e  com ing  t o  any  d e c i s i o n ,  

The i m m e d i a t e  p l a n s  t o  convene a c o n f e r e n c e  were s h e l v e d  i n  

v i e w  o f  G r e y ' s  o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  i t  was n o t  a d v i s a b l e  t o  p r o p o s e  

a  c o n f e r e n c e  b e f o r e  a g r e e i n g  on  i t s  agenda. He was o f  t h e  

o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w o u l d  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  l i m i t  

i t s e l f  t o  t h e  two  i m m e d i a t e  q u e s t i o n s ,  e.g. B u l g a r i a n  i n d e -  

pendence and  t h e  A u s t r i a n  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n z ,  

and,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i s s u e s  such  as  t h e  ' s t r a i t s t  q u e s t i o n  a n d  

o t h e r s  were  bound  t o  be  r a i s e d .  Under  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  i t  

was n e c e s s a r y  t o  make p r e p a r a t i o n s  b e f o r e  c o n v e n i n g  a  con-  

f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  powers.  Moreover ,  Grey was u n s u r e  o f  t h e  

T u r k i s h  p o s i t i o n  on  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c o n f e r e n c e .  The Q u a i  d ' 0 r s a y  

i m m e d i a t e l y  a g r e e d  w i t h  Grey 's  p o s i t i o n  and, a f t e r  c o n s u l t a -  

t i o n s ,  I s v o l s k y  was a l s o  p r e v a i l e d  upon  t o  c o n c u r .  

Even A u s t r i a ' s  a l l y  Germany was n o t  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  

f o r m e r ' s  a c t i o n  when A e h r e n t h a l  met  H e r r  Von Schoen, t h e  German 
3 

23. B e r t i e  t o  Grey,  P a r i s ,  O c t o b e r  7, 1908,  i n  
F. 0. 371/551, No. 3 8 9 .  



f o r e i g n  s e c r e t a r y  a t  Borch tas l )a rdenon  September 5, 1908,  h e  
3 

gave  t h e  l a t t e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  was a  

r e m o t e  p o s s i b i l i t y  w i t h o u t  any  i m m e d i a t e  consequence,  
24  

Ye t  w i t h i n  a  month  A e h r e n t h s l  h a d  p r o c e e d e d  t o  annex t h e  

p r o v i n c e s .  Schoen c o m p l a i n e d  t o  L a s c e l l e s ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  

Ambassador i n  B e r l i n  t h a t  "he a f t e r  s e e i n g  Baron  d ' A e h r e n t h a 1 ,  

h a d  been u n d e r  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  t h e  a n n s x a t i o n  w o u l d  n o t  

be  c a r r i e d  o u t f b r  some l i t t l e  t i m e ,  p e r h a p s ,  f o r  a  y e a r .  (125 

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  was n o t  a  s i m p l e  c a s e  o f  German a c q u i e s c e n c e  

i n  t h e  A u s t r i a n  a b s o r p t i o n  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a .  I n i t i -  

a l l y ,  W i l h e l m  I 1  was a l s o  v e r y  u p s e t  a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  was 

n o t  consulted b e f o r e  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n .  He c o m p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  

h a d  been " d e e p l y  wounded i n  my f e e l i n g s  a s  an a l l y  t h a t  I 

was n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  t a k e n  i n  t h e  l e a s t  i n t o  t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  

H i s  M a j e s t y ,  " M a r s c h a l l  Von W . e b e r s t e i n ,  t h e  p r o -  T u r k i s h  

ambassador i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  b i t t e r l y  opposed  a n n e x a t i o n  a n d  

u r g e d  t h e  German F o r e i g n  O f f i c e  t o  f o l l o w  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  p o l i c y  

o f  i t s  ou tn ,Marscha l l ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  s a v e  t h e  Germans f r o m  t h e  

s t i g m a  o f  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  a s  a n  a l l y  o f  A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y ,  wen t  

t o  t h e  P o r t e  a n d  f o r m a l l y  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  t h e  a c t i o n  was t a k e n  

w i t h o u t  Germany's know ledge .  B u t  C h a n c e l l o r  B u l ~ w ,  w i t h  n o t  

d i s t a n t  memor ies  o f  A u s t r i a n  s u p p o r t  d u r i n g  t h e  Moroccan  c r i s e s  

24. L a s c c l l e s  t o  Grey,  B e r l i n ,  O c t o b e r  7, 1908, i n  F. 0 ,  
371/551, No. 53. 

25. I b i d ,  



o f  1905-6, and a t  t h e  subsequent A l g e i c i r a s  Conference, had  

r e c o g n i z e d  h e r  as  t h e  o n l y  a l l y  l e f t  f o r  Germany i n  E u r o p e , a n d  

persuaded t h e  K a i s e r  t o  suppo r t  A u s t r i a  on t h e  i s sue ,  t h u s  
* 

t e m p o r a r i l y  d e f e a t i n g  Von Marscha l l ' s  e f f o r t s .  

Ha rd l y  had ~ s l l a v i c i n i  t e l eg raphed  Vienna a s s u r i n g  h i s  

government t h a t  no s e r i o u s  r e s i s t a n c e  was t o  be expec ted  f rom 

Turkey, on October 13 he had t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  a b o y c o t t  had  

begun a g a i n s t  Austro-Hungar ian goods and shops i n  t h e  Empire, 

The annexa t i on  c r i s i s  i n  t h e  main was a prob lem o f  pre-war 

Fur thermore,  t h e  Germans s t o o d  t o  g a i n  n o t h i n g  
from t h i s  A u s t r i a n  sdvsn tu ro ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t o  l o s e  
t h r e e  decades o f  commerc ia l  and d i p l o m a t i c  v i c t o r y  
ove r  t h o  o t h e r  powers i n  t h e  Ottoman Empire. The 
annexat  i o n  a l s o  gave t h e  Aust ro-Hungar ian  pub1 i c  
t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h u i r  c o u n t r y  had a t  l a s t  emerged 
Prom h e r  s h e l l  and shown independence and s t r e n g t h ,  
t h u s  knock i ng  t h e  bo t tom o u t  o f  t h e  l e g e n d  t h a t  
she was a mere s a t e l l i t e  o f  Germany. I n  t h e  words 
o f  Goschen, t h e  C r i t i s h  ambassador i n  Vienna "For 
t h e  most b i g o t e d  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h i s  l egend  canno t  
p o s s i b l y  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r o k e  o f  p o l i c y  
wh ich  may, i n  c e r t a i n  e v e n t u a l i t i e s ,  be o f  some 
d e t r i m e n t  t o  German i n f l u e n c e  i n  Turkey, can 
have been d i c t a t a d  Prom B e r l i n .  That Germany 
s h o u l d  r a i s e  no p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  Aus t r i a -Hungary ' s  
a c t i o n  does n o t  p r o v e  t h a t  she i n s t i g a t e d  i t ,  b u t  
is a p r o o f  o f  t h e  v a l u e  she a t t a c h e s  t o  t h e  
Aust ro-Hungar ian  a l l i a n c e .  " 

See Goschen t o  Grey, Vienna, October 10, 1908, 
i n  F. 0. 371/551, No. 148. 



E u r o p e a n  d i p l o m a c y  a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  b o y c o t t  

movemen t ,  s t  n o  s t a g e  d i d  i t  d i r e c t l y  b r i n g  A u s t r i a  a n d  

T u r k e y  i n t o  c o n f l i c t .  The i n c i d e n t ,  i f  deemed  w o r t h y  o f  

m e n t i o n  a t  a l l ,  is a l w a y s  d i s m i s s e d  w i t h  a s t r o k e  o f  t h e  p e n  

by m o s t  h i , s t o r i a n s  o f  t h e  B o s n i e n  c r i s i s ,  d e s p i t o  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  i t  was s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  T u r k i s h  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  was a 

c o m p l e t e  s u c c e s s .  T h e  l o s s e s  s u s t a i n e d  by A u s t r i a n  c o m m e r c e  

a n d  i n d u s t r y  were immense  a n d  i t  g a v e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a n x i e t y  

i n  V i e n n a .  H e n c e ,  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  o u t  o f  p l a c e  t o  d i s c u s s  

t h e  b o y c o t t  movement  i n  some d e t a i l .  

On O c t o b e r  1 6 ,  1908, A e h r e n t h a l  was p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  a 

p e t i t i o n  by  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n  I n d u s t r i a l  L e a g u e  

a n d  t h e  L e a g u e  was a s t u t e  e n o u g h  t o  r e a l i z e ,  f r o m  t h e  b e g i n -  

c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  T u r k e y .  A e h r e n t h a l  was r e q u e s t e d  b y  

t h e  L e a g u e  P r e s i d e n t  t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  m a t t e r  i m m e d i a t e l y  w i t h  

t h e  T u r k i s h  g o v e r n m e n t .  TO q u o t e  t h e  p e t i t i o n  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y  t 

" A c c o r d i n g  t o  n u m e r o u s  r e p o r t s  w h i c h  h a v e  
r e a c h e d  u s ,  t h e  b o y c o t t i n g  movement  is 
a s s u m i n g  d i m e n s i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  s e r i o u s l y  
e n d a n g e r i n g  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  p r o p e r t y  i n  
odr c o m m e r c i a l  c e n t r e s  a n d  t h e  l i v e s  o f  
e m p l o y e e s .  T h r e a t  a c c o m p a n i e d  by p l u n d e r ,  
i n c e n d i s r i s m ,  a n d  a c t u a l  i n s u l t s ,  a r e  t h e  
o r d e r  o f  t h e  d a y ,  w h i l e  t h e  T u r k i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  
a r e  f a i l i n g  t o  t a k e  t h e  m e a s u r e s  u h i c h  a r e  a t  
t h e i r  d i s p o s a l  t o  p r e v e n t  i t .  We a re  a c c o r d -  
i n g l y  b e s i o g e d  by  r e q u e s t s  f r o m  n u m e r o u s  b u s i -  
n e s s m e n  a n d  m e r c h a n t s  t o  a s k  f o r  h e l p  f r o m  t h e  
A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n  g o v e r n m e n t .  We bog  t o  d r a w  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h o  r e p o r t s  i n  q u e s t i o n ,  a n d  
u r g e n t l y  t o  r e q u e s t  y o g r  E x c e l l e n c y  t o  make 



s p e e d y  a n d  i m p e r a t i v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  t h o  
T u r k i s h  q o v e r n m c n t  ~ i t h  a v i e w  t o  s e c u r i n g  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  A u s t r o - H u n r ~ a r i a n  s u h j a c t s .  We 
a s k  f u r t h e r  t h a t  i t  may b e  m a d e  c l e a r  t o  t h e  
T u r k i s h  q o v e r n m o n t  i m m e d i  a t e l y  a n d  i n  u n -  
m i s t a k a b l e  terms t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  b e  h e l d  res- 
p o n s i b l e  f o r  a n y  d a m a q e  t h a t  may r e s u l t  f r o m  
t h e  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  c o : n p e n s a  t i o n  w i l l  be 
d e m a n d e d ,  We a r e  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  y o u r  E x c e l l e n c y  
w i l ? .  t a k e  i n t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h i s  r e q u e s t ,  w h i c h  
i s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  y o u  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  A u s t r i a n  
i n d u s t r y ,  a n d  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  c o m m u n i c a t e  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  y o u r  d e c i s i o n  a n d  t h u s  a l l a y  t h e  
a n x i e t y  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  i n t e r e s t e d .  " 2 6  

T h e  a t t e m p t  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  I n d u s t r i a l  L e a g u e  t o  

c a m o u f l a g e  t h o  t r u t h  w i t h  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  w a s  T u r k i s h  

v a n d a l i s m  a n d  n o t  t h e  b o y c o t t  m o v e m e n t  w h i c h  was t r o u b l i n ~  

A u s t r i a n  t r a d e  was u n d e r s t a n d a b l e ,  a s  i t  w a s  o n l y  a t a c t i c a l  

p l o y  t o  u n d e r m i n e  t h e  r e a l  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  m o v e m e n t .  I t  w o u l d  

b e  m a d e  c l e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n .  

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  a n x i ~ t y  o f  A u s t r i a n  t r a d e r s  a n d  m e r c h a n t s  

i n  T u r k e y ,  n i o s t  d i p l o m a t s  i n  C u n s t a n t i n c p l e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

A u s t r i a n s ,  d i d  n o t  e x p e c t  t h e  b o y c o t t  m o v e m e n t  t o  l a s t  l o n g , 2 7  

The A u s t r i a n  s h i p s  w e r e  i n s t r u c t e d  n o t  t o  i n t e r r u p t  t h e i r  s a i l i n o s  

t o  T u r k e y ,  As a r e s u l t ,  s e v e r a l  i n c i d e n t s  o c c u r r e d  i n  

26. P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n  I n d u s t r i a l  L e a g u e  t o  E a r o n  
d t A e h r e n t h a l  e n c l o s u r e  1 i n  G o s c h e n  t o  G r e y ,  V i e n n a ,  
O c t o b e r  1 6 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 3 ,  No. 153. 

2 7 .  G o s c h e n  t o  G r e y ,  V i e n n a ,  O c t o b c r  1 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F ,  0, 
3 7 1 / 5 5 3 ,  No. 55, 

28, I b i d .  



November and  December, w h i c h  s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  i m p o r t  

o f  A u s t r i a n  goods  com ing  e i t h e r  f rom A u s t r i a  o r  i n  A u s t r i a n  
I 

s h i p s .  The s u g a r  m e r c h a n t s  o f  T r i e s t e ,  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  

be p o s s i b l e  t o  u n l o a d  s u g a r  a t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  s e n t  a  c o n s i g n -  

ment  w h i c h  t h e  T u r k i s h  longshoremen r e f u s ~ d  t o  u n l o a d  a n d  i t  

h a d  t o  b e  s e n t  back  t o  T r i e s t e ,  29 The m a t t e r  ended i n  o l a w -  

s u i t  w i t h  t h e  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  m e r c h a n t s  p l e a d i n g  f o r c e  m a j e u r e  

a g a i n s t  t h e i r  b e i n g  f o r c e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  t h e i r  c o n t r a c t  i m -  

m e d i a t e l y  a n d  t h e i r  T r i e s t e  c o u n t e r p a r t  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  

b o y c o t t  movement d i d  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  f o r c e  m a j e u r e e 3 0  I n  t h e  

meanwh i l e  t h e r e  was a  g r e a t  s h o r t a g e  o f  s u g a r  i n  t h e  c i t y  and  

t h e  p r i c e  o f  s u g a r  soa red .  S i m i l a r l y ,  a  c o n s i g n m e n t  o f  t e a  

From C e y l o n  a r r i v i n g  i n  an  A u s t r i a n  s h i p  was n o t  u n l o a d e d  i n  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  and  r i c o  f r o m  Burma d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  I 1  A r m y  

C o r p s  was r e f u s e d  b y  t h e  l ongsho remen  o f  Dedeagatch,  The 

movement was a l s o  e f f e c t i v e  i n  Jedda, B e i r u t  a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  

i n  t h e  Emp i re ,  31 By mid-December i t  even s p r e a d  i n t o  A l b a n i a .  32 

M r .  Summa, t h e  B r i t i s h  C o n s u l  a t  S c u t a r i ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a f t e r  

a  v i s i t  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  C h a k k i  Bey, t h e  mayor  o f  t h e  town, 

convoked  a  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  n o t a b l e s  a n d  a s k e d  them t o  f o l l o w  

29. Low%"er t o  Grey, Pera,  November 24, 1908,  i n  F, 0, 
371/557, No, 798. 

31. C o n s u l - G e n e r a l  Cumberbatch t o  Low the r ,  B e i r u t ,  O c t o b e r  
30, 1908, e n c l o s u r e  i n  L o w t h e r  t o  Grey,  Pera,  November 
24, 1908,  i n  F. 0, 371/557, No, 798, 

32. C a r t w r i g h t  t o  Groy, V ienna,  December 22, 1900, i n  
F.  0. 371/550, No. 107, 



t h e  exampla o f  t h e  o t h e r  towns by b o y c o t t i n g  A u s t r i a n  goods, 

Soon t h e  A u s t r i a n s  began t o  comp la in  t h a t  t h e  l i v e s  o f  t h e i r  

n a t i o n a l s  were b e i n g  t h r e a t e n e d  i n  A lban ia ,  wh ich  was t h e  

f o rme r ' s  way o f  a c c e p t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  b o y c o t t ,  

As a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  b o y c o t t ,  by mid-December, seven o f  

t h e  l a r g e  L l o y d  steamers ( t h e  s teamship  C O i  pany t h a t  c a r r i e d  

t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  ca rgo  i n  t h e  Aus t ro -Tu rk i sh  t r a d e )  were p u t  

o u t  o f  comrcission, 33 A u s t r i a  a t t emp ted  t o  r e t a l i a t e  by send- 

i n g  goods t h rough  s h i p s  o f  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  b u t  these  a t t e m p t s  

f a i l e d ,  Fo r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  L l o y d  steamers, when unab le  t o  

r e c e i v e  o r  d i s c h a r g e  ca rgo  fn Sa lon ica ,  tr ied t o  i n t r o d u c e  

A u s t r i a n  merchandise a f t e r  t ransh ipment  a t  Venice under  t h e  

I t a l i a n  f l a g  and s i m i l a r  e f f o r t s  were made i n  Smycna and 

o t h e r  p l a c e s  as  I n v a r i a b l y  t h e  r u s e  was d i s c o v e r e d  

and t h e  longshoremen r e f u s e d  t o  t oush  t h e  goods. 

many i n c i d e n t s  between A u s t r i a n  n a t i o n a l s  and T u r k i s h  

s u b j e c t s  occurrec:  as  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  b o y c o t t  movement, Two 

s a i l o r s  o f  t h e  A u s t r i a n  s h i p  Taurus mere a l l e g e d ,  when drunk,  

t o  have t r amp led  on t h e  T u r k i s h  f l a g  i n  a t a v e r n  i n  Ca la ta .  

I t  soon became an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n c i d e n t ,  The P o r t e  asked 

33 , C a r t w r i g h t  t o  Grey, Vienna, December 23, 1908, i n  
F, 0, 371/558, No. 227. 

34. Lowther  t o  Grey, Pera, December 15, 1908, i n  
F, 0, 371/558, No, 867. 



t h e  A u s t r i a n  embassy f o r  an e x p l a n a t i o n  and a f t e r  an e n q u i r y  

t h e  A u s t r i a n s  contondod t h e  i n c i d e n t  had been oxaggara ted  

o u t  o f  p r o p o r t i o n .  Needless t o  say, i n c i d e n t s  such as t h e s e  

i n c r e a s e d  t h e  h o s t i l i t y  between t h e  Turks  and Aus t r i ans .  By 

t h e  end o f  November, t h e  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  merchants s t a r t e d  

a d v i s i n g  a l l  commerc ia l  houses t o  r r f r a i n  f rom send ing  any 

A u s t r i a n  made goods o r  fo rward  p r o d u c t s  o f  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  i n  

A u s t r i a n  sh i ps .  The b o y c o t t  had c e r t a i n  adverse e f f e c t s  on 

German t r a d e  as w e l l  due t o  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  language i n  t h e  

two c o u n t r i e s .  many Turks m is took  German goods f o r  A u s t r i a n  

and r e f u s e d  t o  accep t  them. 

I n  November, t h e  A u s t r i a n s  made r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  t h e  

governmants o f  France and B r i t a i n  r e q u e s t i n g  them t o  i n t e r v e n e  

on t h e i r  beha l f .  P ichon r o p l i e d  t h a t  t h e  b o y c o t t  was a l t o g e t h e r  

a p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r  and t h e  b e s t  way o f  s o l u t i o n ,  as i t  appeared 

t o  hih, was t o  come t o  terms w i t h  Turkey b i l a t e r a l l y . 3 5  The 

o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  was t o  coopera te  w i t h  B r i t a i n ,  France and 

Russ ia  i n  conven ing  a conference.  36 S ince Aeh ren tha l  r e f u s e d  

t h e  r i g h t s  o f  a  conference t a  d i s c u s s  t h e  annexation, t h e  

second French a l t e r n a t i v e  d i d  n o t  i n  t h e  l e a s t  appea l  t o  t h e  

Aus t r i ans .  I n  l a t e  November, P a l l a v a c i n i  approached Lowther  

35. Graheme t o  Grey, P a r i s ,  November 28, 1908, i n  
F. 0. 371/557, No, 489. 

36. I b i d ,  



t o  e x p l a i n  h i s  c o u n t r y ' s  f a o l i n g s  t o w a r d s  t h e  b o y c o t t  m o v e m n n t ,  

The A u s t r i a n  a m b a s s a d o r ,  a f t e r  c o n c e d i n g  t h a t  t h e  T u r k s  were 

f r ee  t o  b u y  w h e r e  t h e y  c h o s e ,  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t h e  

w a t e r f r o n t  w o r k e r ' s  r e f u s a l  t o  h a n d l e  A u s t r i a n  g o o d s .  A c c o r d -  

i n g  t o  h i m  t h e  l o n g s h o r e m e n  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  C U S ~ O ~ J - h o u s e s  a n d  

p o r t s  were g o v e r n m e n t  e m p l o y e e s  a n d  t h e i r  r e f u s a l  t o  w o r k  

c o n s t i t u t e d  a b r e a c h  o f  t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  t r e a t i e s  b e t w e e n  Aus-  

t r i a  a n d  T u r k e y ,  3 7  T h i s  was a s i t u a t i o n ,  h e  c l a i m e d ,  t h a t  

A u s t r i a  was u n a b l e  t o  t o l e r a t e ,  L o w t h e r ,  who h a d  e a r l i e r  

t a k e n  o f f e n c e  a t  A u s t r i a n  i n s i n u a t i o n s  t h a t  h e  was r e c p c n s i b l e  

* f o r  g i v i n g  t h e  i d e a  o f  b o y c o t t  t o  t h e  T u r k s ,  t r i e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  

P a l l a c i v i n i  t h a t  h e  h a d  g i v e n  n o  s u c h  : . d v i c e  t o  ~ i t h e r  K i a m i l  

o r  T e w f i k ,  I t  was a m a t t e r ,  s a i d  t h e  B r i t i s h  a m b a s s a d o r ,  

w h i c h  d i d  n o t  c o n c r r n  h i m  a n d  h e  r e m i n d e d  t h e  A u s t r i a n  t h a t  

Great B r i t a i n  was a l s o  a n  i n d i r e c t  s u f f e r e r  s i n c e  g o o d s  

3 7 .  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  P e r a ,  N o v e m b e r  27 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  i n  F, 0 ,  
3 7 1 / 5 5 7 ,  No. 808. 

* T h e r e  was a c e r t a i n  m e a s u r e  o f  j u s t i c e  i n  P a l l a c i v i n i ' s  
a p p r ~ h e n s i o n s  a b o u t  B r i t i s h  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  b o y c o t t  
m o v e m e n t ,  I n d i v i d u a l  B r i t i s h  r e p r o s e n t : , t i v e s  seem t o  
h a v e  a i v e n  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t o  t h e  m o v e m e n t ,  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  
t h e  f 3 r i t i s h  c o n s u l  i n  Haifa o p e n l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  e f f o r t s  
o f  t h e  Youna  T u r k s  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  t h e  b o y c o t t  a n d ,  a s  a  
r e s u l t ,  b e c a m e  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  l o c a l  C o m m i t t e e .  The 
c o n s u l  f r e q u e n t l y  e n t e r t a i n e d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  a n d  
t h e s e  were i n v a r i a b l y  fo l lowed b y  a n t i - A u s t r i a n  and a n t i -  
German d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  t o ~ u n ,  H c n c ~ ,  P a l l a v i c i n i  
was justified i n  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  L o i u t h e r  h a d  a h i d d e n  h a n d  
i n  t h e  a f f a i r ,  

F o r  m o r e  s e e  C a r t w r i g h t  t o  G r e y ,  V i e n n a ,  D e c e m b e r  1 7 ,  
1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F .  0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 8 ,  No, 2 2 1 ,  



d e s t i n e d  f o r  and p a i d  by B r i t i s h  f i r m s  remained u n d e l i v e r e d  

as  t h e y  had  a r r i v e d  i n  A u s t r i a n  sh i ps .  He a l s o  t o l d  P a l l a -  
I 

v . ; c i n i  t h a t  r 

" t h e  government hod done a l l  w i t h i n  i t s  
power t h a t  a  boyco t t ,  however much t o  be 
r e g r e t t e d ,  was an a im o f  t h e  woak a g a i n s t  
t h e  s t r ong ,  and t h a t  i t  had been o r g a n i z e d  
as  a r e s u l t  o f  a  n a t u r a l l y  v e r y  deep f e e l -  
i n g  o f  resentment  a g a i n s t  A u s t r i a  f o r  what 
t h e y  c o n s i d e r e d  a  g r e a t  a c t  o f  i n j u s t i c e :  
t h a t  t h e  A u s t r i a n  government had had t h e  
remedy i n  t h e i r  hands i f  t hey  had come f o r -  
ward w i t h  some f a i r  compensat ion, o r  i n  any 
case a  b a s i s  f o r  n e g o t i a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  had 
assumed from t h e  f i r s t  an a t t i t u d e  o f  - non 
possumus. "38 

~ a l l e v i t c i n i  ended t h i s  particular meet ing  w i t h  a  t h r e a t  t o  

l e a v e  Cons tan t i nop le ,  i n  case o f  f u r t h e r  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  f r o m  

t h e  T u r k i s h  government, and he even h i n t e d  t o  Lowther  t h a t  

a l l  t h i s  c o u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  l e a d  t o  a war. Obv ious l y  t h i s  was 

no more t h a n  an i d l e  t h r e a t ,  bu t ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  i t  shov..:d 

t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  a  s i m i l a r  v e i n ,  Count 

m e t t e r n i c h ,  t h e  A u s t r i a n  ambassador i n  London, ccmp la ined  t o  

Grey t h a t  "no one c o u l d  deny t h e  r i g h t  o f  peop le  t o  r e f u s e  t o  

buy, b u t  Turkey was bound by  T rea t y  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  d isembark-  

a t i o n  o f  goods and t h e  p o r t e r s  were a  g u i l d  more o r  l e s s  

connec ted  w i t h  t h e  T u r k i s h  government. "39 But  t h e  ambassador 

I b i d .  

39. Grey t o  Coschen, F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ,  Decmober 8, 1908, 
i n  f, 0. 371/557, No. 334, 



h a d  forgotten t h a t ,  i n  annex ing  t h e  two p r o v i n c e s ,  A u s t r i a  was 

a l s o  a c t i n g  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t r e a t y  o b l i g a t i o n s .  m e t t e r n i c h  

a l s o  accused t h e  Young Turk Committee a s  t h e  p r i m e  movers 

o f  t h e  b o y c o t t .  Grey c o u n t e r e d  by a r s u i n g  t h a t  t h e  g u i l d s  

were moro i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t r a d e - u n i o n s  and  t h e  T u r k i s h  

government  i n  no way was r e s p o n s i b l e  t o  s u p p l y  dock w o r k e r s  

under  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t r e a t y  r i g h t s .  As t o  f l e t t e r n i c h ' s  accusa-  

t i o n  o f  Young Turk i n t r i g u e s ,  t o  q u o t e  t h e  F o r e i g n  S e c r e t a r y  r 

"1 t o l d  h i m  t h a t  t h e  Committee were n o t  t h e  
government.  They r a t h e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  p u b l i c  
o p i n i o n ,  wh ich  was beyond doub t  o f t e n  s t r o n g e r  
t h a n  g o ~ ~ i r n m e n t s ,  and  wh ich  c o u l d  n o t  be con- 
t r o l l e d .  The f a c t  o f  t h e  m a t t e r  was t h a t  Baron 
d e A e h r e n t h a l  had  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  f o r c e s  w h i c h  were 
benea th  t h e  s u r f a c e ,  and by  b r e a k i n g  t h e  s u r f a c e  
h e  had  b r o u g h t  a l l  t h e s e  f o r c e s  i n t o  m o t i o n .  He 
had  b r o u g h t  i n t o  t I . 8  Sur face  t h e  f e e l i n g  i n  Turkey, 
t h e  f e e l i n g  i n  Vlontenegro and S e r b i a ,  t h e  S l a v  
f e e l i n g  i n  Russia.. . . . . I d i d  n o t  accuse Baron 
d e A e h r e n t h a l  o f  h a v i n g  done a l l  t h i s  d e s i g n e d l y ,  
i n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  I t h o u g h t  t h e  o r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  
was due t o  l a c k  o f  f o r e t h o u g h t .  " 4 0  

When M e t t e r n i c h  commented on  t h e  h o s t i l e  a t t i t u d e  o f  

t h e  B r i t i s h  p r e s s  towards  A u s t r i a ,  Grey b l u n t l y  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  

"if I were t o  a l l o w  myse l f  t o  be i r r i t a t e d  by what  t h e  f o r e i g n  

p r e s s  s a i d  a b o u t  us, t h e  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  w h i c h  came f r o m  t h i s  

room wou ld  b e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t o  what  it was. I c o u l d  i m a g i n e  

n o t h i n g  more i r r i t a t i n g  and p r o v o c a t i v e  t h a n  t h e  way i n  wh ich  



t h e  A u s t r i a n  p r e s s  was w r i t i n g  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime,  t h e  

A u s t r i a n  p r e s s  wrote  a s  i f  we a n d  n o t  B a r o n  d 9 A e h r e n t h a l  h a d  

a n n e x e d  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a  a n d  d i s t u r b e d  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  

a n d  made a l l  t h e  t r o u b l e ,  w h e r e a s  a l l  a l o n g  we h a d ,  a s  a 

matter o f  f a c t ,  b e e n  w o r k i n g  f o r  a s e t t l e m e n t .  
It4 1 

The A u s t r i a n  c h a r g e  t h a t  t h e  p o r t e r s  a n d  s t e v e d o r e s  o f  

t h e  c u s t o m s  w e r e  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  and t h s i r  r e f u s a l  t o  

w o r k  c o n s t i t u t e d  a v i o l a t i o n  o f  t r e a t y  a g r e e m e n t s  by T u r k e y  

was a p r e p o s t e r o u s  a r g u m e n t .  T h e  l o n g s h o r e m e n  b e l o n g e d  t o  

g u i l d s  a n d ,  t h o u g h  r e c o g n i z e d  by t h e  government, t h e y  were 

n o t  government a g e n c i e s .  A l s o ,  t h e  men were n o t  p a i d  by t h e  

T u r k i s h  g o v e r n m e n t ,  b u t  by p r i v a t e  m o r c h a n t s .  m o r e o v e r ,  

Kiamil t r i e d  h i s  b e s t  t o  g e t  t h e  d o c k e r s  t o  go b a c k  t o  work .  

The G r a n d  Vizier  was n e v e r  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  b o y c o t t s .  A t  t h e  

e a r l i e s t  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  b o y c o t t ,  Kiamil h a d  s e n t  i n  f o r  t h e  

c h i e f s  o f  t h e  w a t e r - f r o n t  w o r k e r s  a n d  p e r s u a d e d  t h e m  t o  c a l l  

o f f  t h e  movemen t ,  42 When t h i s  e f f o r t  f a i l e d ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  

w a t e r - f r o n t  w o r k e r s  b e i n g  K u r d s ,  h e  e v e n  p r o c u r e d  a K u r d i s h  

S h e i k h  t o  e x h o r t  h i s  k i n s m e n  t o  g i v e  u p  t h e  s t r u g g l e  a n d  g o  

b a c k  t o  work.43 Kiamil a l s o  p r o m i s e d  i m m u n i t y  t o  b l a c k l e g s .  

4 1 ,  I b i d .  

4 2 .  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  P e r a ,  D e c e m b e r  2 ,  1908, i n  F ,  0. 
3 7 1 / 5 5 7 ,  No. 820. 

43 I b i d .  



But t h i s  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  d i f f i c u l t ,  es a n y  p e r s o n  who h a n d l e d  

t h e  b a n n e d  g o o d s ,  a t  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c a f e  t o  j o i n  h i s  c m- 9 
r e d e s , w a s  s p a t  upon i n  t h e  f a c e  a n d  i t  was c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  

m o s t  i n t o l e r a b l e  way o f  i n s u l t i n g  a p e r s o n  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y . 4 4  

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e r e  were few p e o p l e  w i l l i n g  t o  be s t r i k e  

b r e a k e r s ' ,  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  i t  h a d  become c l ea r  t o  t h e  G r a n d  

Vizier t h a t  t h e  f e e l i n g  a g a i n s t  A u s t r i a  h a d  p e n e t r a t e d  e v e r y  

i n d i v i d u a l  a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  o f  w i l l s ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  e x t r e m e l y  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  e r a d i c a t a  t h e  i l l - f e e l i n g .  Once i t  b e c a q e  

o b v i o u s  t h a t  a n y  f u r t h e r  i n t e r f e r e n c e  w o u l d  a f f e c t  h i s  c a b i n e t ' s  

p o p u l a r i t y  among t h e  m a s s e s ,  Kiamil was u n w i l l i n g  t o  move. 

As m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  a t  t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  b o y c o t t s  e v e r y -  

o n e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o  A u s t r i a n s ,  h a d  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  movement  a  

j o k e  and doomed f o r  f a i l u r e .  But  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e n s i t y  o f  

t h e  movsment s o o n  c h a n g e d  i t s  c o m p l e x i o n .  The A u s t r i a n s  s o o n  

r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  T u r k s  c o u l d  o b t a i n  t h e i r  s u p p l i e s  { r a m  

o t h e r  q u a r t e r s ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  f o r m e r  were d e p e n d e n t  o n  T u r k e y  

Ice many c h e a p  raw materials .  D e s p i t e  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  s a t i s -  

f a c t i o n  a t  A u s t r i a n  trc ~ b l e s ,  c e r t a i n  d i p l o m a t s  o f  o t h e r  

n a t i o n s  were a p p r e h e n s i v e  o f  a s u s t a i n e d  movement of t h i s  

s o r t ,  They f e l t  t h a t  i t  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  w i d e r  c o m p l i c a t i ~ n s  

i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  A s u p r e m e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h i s  s c h o o l  o f  

t h o u g h t  was C o n s u l - G e n e r a l  l amb i n  S a l o n i c a .  Lamb, e v e r  

44.  I b i d .  



a p p r e h e n s i v e  o f  B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  a n y  f o r m  o f  g r o w t h ,  

r e a l  o r  i m p l i e d ,  i n  power  o f  t h e  ' n a t i v e s '  had t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

t o  s a y  a b o u t  t h e  b o y c o t t  movement :  

mThe Vali a n d  t h e  I n s p e c t o r - G e n e r a l  a re ,  
I b e l i e v e ,  a t  l e a s t  s i n c e r o  i n  t h e i r  d e c l a r a -  
t i o n s  o f  h e l p l e s s n e s s ;  b u t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
m e r e l y  p r o f e s s e s  t o  s h e l t e r  i t s e l f  b e h i n d  
a p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  t h e  l o w e r  c lasses  o f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n  w h i c h  i t  h a s  i t s e l f  c r e a t e d ,  a n d  
w h i c h  i t  c o u l d  e a s i l y  c o n t r o l .  The w o r s t  
p o i n t  a b o u t  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  is  t h e  
p r o o f  w h i c h  i t  a f f o r d s  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
a n a r c h y  t h a t  now e x i s t s .  When t h e  c o m m i t t e e  
is u n w i l l i n g  t o  move n o  a u t h o r i t y  c a n  make  
i t s e l f  r e s p e c t e d ,  a n d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i t s e l f  
is a t  o n c e  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  a n d  i n a c c e s s i b l e ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  now t h a t  m o s t  o f  i ts  m o r e  
p r o m i n e n t  members  h a v e  q u i t t e d  S a l o n i c a . , , ,  
The b o y c o t t  u n d o u b t e d l y  is  a p w e r f u l  w e a p o n ,  
b u t  i t  is a l s o  a d a n g e r o u s  o n e  a n d  r e q u i r e s  t o  
b e  w i e l d e d  w i t h  d i s c r e t i o n .  The way i n  which 
i t  h a s  b e e n  h a n d l e d  h e r e  h a s ,  o n  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  
b e e n  s u c h  as  t o  i n f l i c t  s e r i o u s  i n c o n v o n i s n c e  
a n d  r o  l i t t l e  l o s s  o n  many n o n - A u s t r i a n  i n t e r e s t s  
a n d  t o  c r ea t e  a s t r o n g  F e e l i n g  o f  i r r i t a t i o n  i n  
c o m n . u r c i a 1  c i r c l e s ,  w h e r e  t h e  i r r a t i o n a l  and 
d i s i n g e n o u s  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  is s e v e r e l y  
c r i t i c i s e d ,  45 

. 
Lamb was cor rec t  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  w i t h o u t  t h e  l e a d  o f  

t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t h e  b o y c o t t  movement  a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  p h a s e  

of a n t i - A u s t r i a n  p u b l i c  f e e l i n g  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  c o 3 e  i n t o  b e i n g .  

B u t  h e  was m i s t a k e n  i n  h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t ,  o n c e  t h e  p e n d u l u m  

s t a r t e d  t o  s w i n g ,  t h e  'bmrnittee h a d  t h e  p o w e r  t o  s t o p  i t ,  B Y  

45.  Lamb t c  L o w t h e r ,  S a l o n f c a ,  November 23 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
e n c l o s u r e  i n  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  P s r a ,  Dscenber 2 ,  
1908, i n  F .  0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 7 ,  No, 820, 



mid-November  t h e  b o y c o t t ' s  e x i s t e n c e  h a d  a s o l i d  r e a l i t y  a n d  

i t  w a s  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  t h e  a s s e n t  of' t h e  g e n e r a l  

p u b l i c  t o  i t s  a b r u p t  c o n c l u s i o n ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  o b v i ~ u s  r e a s o n  

u 
o r  s a t i s f a c t i o n ,  

The  b o y c o t t  movement  c o n t i n u e d  u n a b a t e d  a n d ,  i n  mid-  

J a n u a r y ,  P a l l a v l c i n i  s u g g e s t e d  t o  Kiamil P a s h a  t h a t  A u s t r i a  

was r e a d y  t o  make c e r t a i n  c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  T u r k e y  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  

a s p e e d y  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n .  The  a m b a s s a d o r  s a i d  

t h a t  A u s t r i a  was w i l l i n g  t o  a b a n d o n  h e r  p r o t e c t o r a t e  o f  t h e  

A l b a n i a n  C a t h o l i c s  a n d  t o  a b o l i s h  h e r  p o s t - o f f i c e s  i n  t h e  

O t t o m a n  E m p i r e .  46  m o r e o v e r ,  s h e  w o u l d  a l s o  a g r e e  t o  a n  

i n c r e a s e  o f  f i f t e e n  p e r c e n t  o f  T u r k i s h  c u s t o m s  d u t i e s  a s  well  

a s  t o  w i t h d r a w  f r o m  t h e  S a n j a k  o f  NoVi-Bazar  a n d  g u a r a n t e e  i t s  

i n t e g r i t y .  47 ~ a l l a v r c i n i ' s  a r g u m e n t  was t h a t  T u r k e y  w o u l d  

d e r i v e  f i n a n c i a l  g a i n s  f r o m  t h i s  a r r a n g e m e n t  a n d  i t  was a m p l e  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n .  B u t ,  i n  r e a l i t y ,  a p a r t  f r o m  

t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  A u s t r i a n  p o s t - o f f i c e s ,  s h e  was n o t  m a k i n g  a n y  

* C o n s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t  w a s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  movement  by v a r i o - 5  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  t h e  M e r c h a n t s  C l u b s .  O b v i o u s l y ,  
t h e r e  were s e l f - s e e k i n g  m e r c h a n t s  who t r i e d  t o  a b u s e  t h l  
movemen t  f o r  t h e i r  own e n d s ,  b u t ,  whon c a u g h t  i n  t h e  a c t ,  
t h e y  were o s t r a c i z e d  by t h e i r  c o m p a t r i o t s .  

F o r  m o r e  seer  e x t r a c t  f r o m  Y e n i  Asir o f  November 2 2 ,  
1 9 0 8 ,  e n c l o s u r e  1 i n  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  P e r a ,  December  
2 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F .  0 ,  3 7 1 / 5 5 7 ,  No. 8 2 0 .  

4 6 .  ' L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  J a n u a r y  14 ,  1 9 0 9 ,  i n  
F. 0, 3 7 1 / 5 5 8 ,  No. 4 1 9 .  

4 7 .  I b i d .  



c o n c e s s i o n s  a t  a l l .  The A u s t r i a n  cltiim o f  p r o t e c t i o n  o v e r  

A l b a n i a n  C a t h o l i c s  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  recognized by  T u r k e y .  The 

i d e a  t h a t  t h e  S a n j a k  was  m i l i t a r i l y  w o r t h l e s s ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e  m e r i t s  
* 

o r  d e f e c t s  o f  t h i s  a r g u m e n t ,  h a d  b e e n  g a i n i n g  g r o u n d  f o r  

s o m e t i m e  i n  t h e  h i g h e s t  m i l i t n r y  c i r c l e s  o f  t h e  A u s t r o - H u n o a r ,  

i a n  E m p i r e .  48 The m i l i t a r y  f e l t  t h a t  i t  was t o o  e x p e n s i v e  t o  

4 t  A t  t h c  b e a i n n i n g  o f  1 9 0 9 ,  w h i l e  A u s t r i a  a n d  T u r k e y  w e r e  
n e g o t i a t i n g  t h o i r  a g r e e m e n t ,  K i a r n i l  t o l d  P a l l a v i c i n i  
t h a t  S e r b i a  was t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  o c c u p y  t h e  S a n j a k  a n d  
c r e a t e  d i s t u r b a n c e s  i n  M a c e d o n i a ,  i f  t h e  P o r t e  c a m e  t o  
a n  u n d e r : . t a n d i n c  w i t h  t h e  Monarchy .  On J a n u a r y  2 0  
Kiarnil a s k e d  w h e t h e r  A u s t r i a  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  T u r k e y  w i t h  
a s e c r e t  s t a t e m e n t  g u a r a n t e e i n g  t h a t  s h e  iuould  n o t  
a l l o w  S e r b i a  a n d  M o n t e n e g r o  t o  t a k e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  
S a n j a k ,  The Grand  V i z i e r  asked f o r  a t h r e e  y e a r  g u a r a n -  
t ee  a f t e r  w h i c h  tie f o l t  T u r k e y  w o u l d  b e  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  
t o  w a r d  o f f  a n y  a t t ~ c k s ,  s i n g l y  o r  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  f r o m  
t h e  t h r e e  S l a v  Balk :  1 s t a t e s .  A e h r e n t h a l  was  u n w i l l i n g  
t o  p r o c e e d  b e y o n d  d i p l o m a t i c  s u p p o r t  a n d  t h i s  w a s  c o n -  
s i d e r e d  by some a s  a n  a m a z i n g  l a c k  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  
o n  t h o  p a r t  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r ,  a n d  h i s  m i l i t a r y  
a d v i s e r s ,  a b o u t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  S a n j a k .  They  
a r g u e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  B a l k a n  wars t h e  A u s t r i a ,  g a r r i -  
s o n s  i n  N o v i - B a z a r  c o u l d  h a v e  e x ~ r c i s e d  a d e c i s i v e  
i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  M o r e o v e r ,  
t h e y  c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h e  w h o l e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  S a n j a k  w a s  t o  a v o i d  a u n i o n  b e t w e e n  
S e r b i a  a n d  M o n t e n e g r o  a n d  A e h r e n t h a l ' s  r e a s o n i n g  t h a t ,  
w i t h  t h e  T u r k i s h  r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  S a n j a k ,  t h e  t w o  
c o u n t r i e s  w o u l d  s t i l l  r e m a i n  s e p a r a t e  w a s  w i t h o u t  much 
f o u n d a t i o n  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  l a t t e r ' s  i n c a p a c i t y  t o  d e f e n d  
i t ,  A e h r e n t h a l ' s  d e t r a c t o r s  f u r t h e r  a r g u e  t h a t  h e  
s h o u l d  h a v e  a c c e p t e d  K i a m i l ' s  o f f e r  a n d ,  i f  t h i s  h a d  
b e e n  d o n e  a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  p a c t  known,  t h e  Z a l k a n  
L e a g u e  e i t h e r  w o u l d  n e v e r  h a v e  come i n t o  b e i n g  o r  w o u l d  
h a v e  b e e n  c o n c l u d e d  o n  a  d i f f e r e n t  b a s i s .  I n  a n y  c a s e ,  
t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  B a l k a n  w a r s  w o u l d  h a v e  b e o n  d i f f e r e n t .  

48.  C a r t w r i g h t  t o  G r o y ,  V i e n n a ,  December  2 1 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F. 0, 3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No. 225.  



p o l i c e  a n d  g a r r i s o n  t h o  S a n j a k  a n d ,  w i t h  i t s  l i m i t e d  strategic 

v a l u e ,  i t  w a s  n o  l o n g e r  w o r t h  t h o  e f f o r t  t o  h a n g  o n  t o  t h e  
I 

area .  H e n c e ,  A u s t r i a  was c o n v e n i e n t l y  p a s s i n g  o n  t h e  b u r d e n  

o f  g a r r i s o n i n g  t h e  a rea  t o  T u r k e y ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  h a v e ,  a s  i t  

e v e n t u a l l y  d i d ,  i n c u r r e d  h e a v y  e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  t h e  l a t t e r  

a n d  o n o  c o u l d  h a r ; . : l y  c a l l  t h i s  a ~ o n c e s s i o ~ . .  T h e  o t h e r  

a r r a n g e m e n t ,  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  c u s t o m s  d u t i e s ,  r e q u i r e d  t h e  c o n -  

s e n t  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  a n d  A u s t r i a  was wel l  aware o f  t h e  c o m p l i c a -  

t i o n  b e f o r e  s h e  made t h e  p r o p o s a l .  I n  a l l ,  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  

w o n d e r  t h a t  Kiamil t u r n e d  down t h e  p r o p o s a l s .  

N o n e t h o l e s s ,  by t h e  e n d  o f  J a n u a r y ,  A u s t r i a  was i n  a  

h u r r y  t o  come t o  terms w i t h  T u r k e y .  T h e  a b r o g a t i o n  o f  A r t i c l e  

25 o f  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  B e r l i n ,  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  A u s t r i a  t h e  t e m p o r a r y  

o c c u p c i t i o n  o f  t h e  t w o  p r o v i n c e s ,  was n e c e s s a r y  t o  l e g i t i m i z e  

t h e  a n n e x a t i o n .  The p o w e r s  were u n w i l l i n g  t o  do  t h i s  b e f o r e  a 

c o n f e r e n c e  h a d  c o n v e n e d  a n d  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  mat ter  a n d  A u s t r i a  

r e f u s e d  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  a c o n f @ r t w w  t h a t  p r o p o s e d  t o  q u e s t i o n  

h e r  r i g h t  t o  a n n e x  t h e  p r o v i n c e s .  A u s t r i a  f e l t  h e r  p o s i t i o n  

w o u l d  b e  m o r e  s e c u r e ,  i f  s h e  c o u l d  somehow come t o  a b i l a t e r a l  

a g r e e m e n t  w i t h  T u r k e y  a n d  t h e n  i t  w a s  o n l y  a q u e s t i o n  o f  time 

b e f o r e  t h e  p o w e r s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n .  m o r e o v e r ,  t h e  

losses  s u s t a i n e d ,  d u e  t o  t h e  b o y c o t t s ,  by A u s t r i a n  c o m m e r c e  

a n d  i n d u s t r y  h a d  r u n  i n t o  o v e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  k r o n e n  a n d  t h e y  

were e a g e r  t o  r e s u m e  t r a d e  w i t h  T u r k e y  o n c e  a g a i n .  I n  v i e w  o f  

t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  i n  e a r l y  F e b r u a r y ,  A e h r a n t h a l  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  



A u s t r i a  p a i d  T u r k e y  a n  indemnity i n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  

o f  a n n e x a t i o n .  After p r e l i m i n a r y  d i s c u s s i o n s  a t  V i e n n a  a n d  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  o n  F e b r u a r y  26, 1 9 0 9 ,  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  p a y i n g  a n  

i n d e m n i t y  0?$'2,200,000 a s  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  B o s n i a -  

~ e r z e c ~ o v i n a , ~ ~  T u r k e y  o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n .  

ing t o  h i s  t h e s i s ,  e n t i t l e d  h i m  t o  demand r e c o g n i t i o n  of' t h e  

a n n e x a t i o n  f r o m  S e r b i a  a n d  t h e  p o w e r s  s i g n a t o r y  t o  t h e  T r e a t y  

o f  B e r l i n .  

I t  was i n d e e d  a r e l i e f  t o  E u r o p e  when T u r k e y  f o r m a l l y  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n .  H e n c e f o r t h  A e h r e n t h a l  b e c a m e  a 

p i l l a r  o f  E u r o p e a n  pecjce. I n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  G. P. G o o c h ;  

"The Young T u r k s  knew t h a t  B o s n i a  h a d  b e e n  
l o s t  l o n g  a g o ,  a n d  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  was a b l o w  
less t o  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  t h a n  to t h e i r  p r i d e .  
F o r  t h e  r e s t  o f  h i s  l i f e  T u r k e y  g a v e  no t r o u b l e  
t o  t h e  A u s t r i a n  s t a t e s m a n ,  who, h a v i n g  sown h i s  
w i l d  o a t s ,  h e n c a f o r t h  p o s e d  a s  a n  u n s w e r v i n g  
c h a m p i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o .  

4 9  . mil le r ,  William, The  Ot toman f m p i r e  and i t s  Successors r 
1 8 0 1 - 1 9 2 7 ,  Cambridge, 1 9 3 4 ,  p .  483 .  Also G r a v e s ,  
P h i l i p .  B r i t a i n  a n d  T u r k ,  London ,  1 9 4 1 ,  p p .  1 1 9 ,  1 2 0 .  

5 0  . Gooch,  G.  P , ,  B e f o r e  t h e  War, N e w  Y o r k ,  1 9 6 7 ,  p ,  4 1 5 .  



CHAPTER V 

C R I S I S  IN DIPLOMACY 1 

TURKEY A N D  THE BULGARI4't 
DECLARATIO?< OF INDEPENCE'iZE 

I t  i s  c u s t o m a r y  t o  b l a m e  T u r k i s h  r u l e  f o r  t h e  b a c k w a r d -  

n e s s  o f  B u l g a r i a  a f t e r  t h e  f o u r t e e d h ~ n t u r ~ ,  y e t  much o f  t h e  

b a c k w a r d n e s s  e x i s t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  a d v e n t  o f  t h e  T u r k s .  1n 

r e a l i t y ,  T u r k i s h  r u l e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a d e c r e e  o f  o r d e r  w h i c h  

t h e  e a s t  B a l k a n s  h a d  n o t  known a t  a n y  p r e v i o u s  t i m e  a n d  u n t i l  

t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i t  was t h e  o r d e r  o f  

a n  a g g r e s s i v e  a n d  e x p a n d i n g  e m p i r e O 2  C r a w i n g  g e n e r o u s l y  o n  

V e n e t i a n  a n d  G e n o e s e  s k i l l s  a n d  p e r s o n n e l ,  t h e  T u r k s  i n  t h i s  

p e r i o d  e x t e n d e d  t h e i r  r u l e  i n  E u r o p e  o v e r  t h e  D a n u b i a n  b a s i n  

t o w a r d s  t h e  g a t e s  o f  V i e n n a  a n d  i n  A s i a  a n d  A f r i c a  o v e r  m o s t  

o f  t h e  l a n d s  i n h a b i t e d  by t h e  A r a b s .  I n  E u l g a r i a  t h e  n a t i v e  

f e u d a l  l a n d o w n e r s  w e r e  d i s p l a c e d ,  a n d  t h e  l a n d  was c o n v e r t e d  

i n t o  f i e f s  f o r  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  O t t o z z n  Lrmy c o m m a n d e r s  a n d  

p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n o r s ,  who were a g e n t s  o f  t h e  c e n t r a l  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i v e  s y s t e m ,  a n d  o f  t h e  a y a n s ,  who h e l d  f i e f s  o n  c o n d i t i o n  o f  

s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  s u l t a n e 3  The  S u l t a n s  d r s r  a s i g n i f i c a n t  

1. S t a v r i a n o s ,  T h e  A a l k a n s  S i n c e  1453, New Y o r k ,  1 9 6 1 ,  
p .  3 6 5 .  

2  . N a c D e r m o t t ,  mercia, A H i s t o r y  of' 2 1 ~ l q a r i a  1 8 9 3 - 1 8 9 5  - *  
London ,  1 9 6 2 ,  p .  3 6 .  

3 .  I b i d ,  pp .  26 -28 .  



p o r t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c i v i l  a n d  m i l i t a r y  o f f i c i a l s  f r o m  a l e v y  o f  

c h r i s t i a n  y o u t h s ,  who, a f t e r  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  Islam a n d  a n  

i n t e n s i v e  p e r i o d  o f  t r a i n i n g ,  c o u l d  r i s e  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  

p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  w h i l e  s t i l l  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  t e c h -  

n i c a l  s t a t u s  o f  s l a v e s  o f  t h e  ~ u l t a n . ~  A s  l o n g  as  t h e  E m p i r e  

was e x p a n d i n g  a n d  a c q u i r i n g  new t e r r i t o r i e s ,  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n -  

m e n t  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  was i n  a b l e  h a n d s ,  t h i s  s y s t e m  o f  

g o v e r n m e n t  was r e a s o n a b l y  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  g a v e  t o  i t s  s u b j e c t s  

t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  s t r e n g t h  and o r d e r ,  i f  n o t  a l w a y s  a f u l l  

m e a s u r e  o f  p e r s o n a l  f r e e d o m  o r  f i s c a l  e x e m p t i o n ,  

W i t h i n  t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h i s  T u r k i s h  s y s t e m ,  B u l g a r i a n s  

were a b l e  t o  p l a y  a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  t h c i r  

a f f a i r s ,  S i n c e  B u l g a r i a  h a d  n o  n a t i v e  c l a s s  o f  a r i s t o c r a t i c  

l a n d o w n e r s ,  i t  c o u l d  b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  u n d e r  T u r k i s h  r u l e  t h e y  

d e v e l o p e d  a s e n s e  o f  g e n e r a l  welfare a n d  s o c i a l  e g a l i t a r i a n i s m  

w h i c h  was d e s t i n e d  t o  h a v e  a l a s t i n g  e f f e c t  o n  t h e i r  s o c i e t y ,  

W i t h  t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  s y s t e m  a f t e r  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  o r d e r  was r e p l , z e d  by o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  t h i s  o p p r e s s i o n  

was made a l l  t h e  m o r e  i n t o l e r a b l e  d u e  t o  t h e  new s t a n d a r d s  a n d  

a s p i r a t i o n s  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  f r o m t h e  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  new i d e a s  

f r o m  w e s t e r n  E u r o p e .  

T h e  d e s i r e  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  s o c i e t y  a l o n g  w e s t e r n  

p a t t e r n s ,  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c h i e f  m o t i v a t i n g  f o r c e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  

D a v i s o n ,  f i r - : ! a r k ,  Re fo rm i n  t h o  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  185r,-  
1 8 7 6 ,  P r i n c - j t o n ,  1 9 6 3 ,  p ,  11, - 



o f  m o d e r n  B u l g a r i a  a n d  t h i s  g o a l  h a d  i t s  o r i g i n s  i n  t h o  l a t e r  

p e r i o d  o f  T u r k i s h  r u l e ,  when w e s t e r n  i d o a s  p e n e t r a t e d  t h o  O t t o m a n  

E m p i r e .  T h e s e  i d e a s  r e a c h e d  B u l g a r i a  by way o f  t h e  D a n u b i a n  t r a d e  

r o u t e s  o r  w e r e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  by B u l g a r i a n  s t u d e n t s  i n  G r e e k ,  S e r b -  

i a n ,  R u m a n i a n ,  T u r k i s h  a n d  l a t e r  R u s s i a n  a n d  A m e r i c a n  s c h o o l s  a n d  

~ n i v e r s i t i e s . ~  I n  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s ,  d u r i n g  t h o  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  

a n d  n i n e t e s n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e y  were i n t r o d u c e d  by C a t h o l i c  m i s s i o n -  

a r i e s  f r o m  Rome, P r o t e s t a n t s  f r o m  America a n d  by R u s s i a n  n a t i o n a l -  

ists. By t h e  1 8 3 0 e s ,  many T u r k i s h  l e a d e r s  were a l s o  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  

s i m i l a r  t r e n d s  a n d  u n d e r  T u r k i s h  r u l e  B u l g a r i a  rnofPsd a h e a d  i n  t h e  

d i r e c t i o n  o f  m o d e r n i z a t i o n .  The Ot toman  r o f o r m  m o v e m e n t s  w h i c h  l~ 

b e g a n  d u r i n g  t h o  1 8 3 9 - 5 6  p e r i o d ,  p r o j e c t e d  b r o a d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

a n d  i i n a n c i a l  r e f o r m s ,  w h i c h  h a d  some  e f f e c t  o n  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n -  , 

m e n t s ,  The  F a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  r e f o r m s  w e r e  n o t  e x e c u t e d  i n  d e t a i l  

d i d  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n v a l i d a t e  T u r k i s h  g o o d  i n t e n 4 i o n s .  Many 

a b l e  T u r k i s h  s t a t e s m e n  d e v o t e d  a  g o o d  d e a l  o f  t h e i r  t ime s e l f -  
* 

l e s s l y  o n  t h e s e  p r o j e c t s .  C o n s u l t a t i o n s  were h e l d  b e t w e e n  

5 N a c D e r r n o t t ,  see  C h a p t e r  VI (The  S t r u g g l e  f o r  C u l t u r a l  
I n d e p e n d e n c e )  , P a s s i m .  

u F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  two  O t t o m a n  s t a t e s m e n ,  A l i  P a s h a :  a n d  
F u a d  P a s h a ,  w o r k e d  tirelessly t o  r e f o r m  t h e  E m p i r e .  I n  
1858, C h r i s t i a : ,  d e l e g a t e s  were a p p o i n t e d  t o  si t  o n  a G r a n d  
C o u n c i l  c o m p o s e d  o f  m i n i s t e r s  a n d  d i g n i t a r i e s .  I n s p e c t i o n  
t o u r s  o f  o u t s t a n d i n g  Ot toman  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  w e r e  a r r a n g e d  
f o r  t h e  b e n o f i t  o f  B a l k a n  C h r i s t i a n s ,  w h e r e b y  t h e  l a t t e r  
o b t a i n e d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p l a c e  t h e i r  c o m p l a i n t s  b e f o r e  
a r e s p o n s i b l e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  f r o r ; ~  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  A t t e m p t s  
were a l s o  made t o  r e f o r m  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  j u s t i c e ,  
t a x a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  o t h e r s .  

S e e  S t : > v r i a n o s ,  Tho ? n l t c a n s  Sjnco  1453,  p p .  385-88. A l s o  - - 
8, Lewis, F m e r o e n c o ,  pp. 1 1 2  - 1 2 2  F3r  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s c u s -  
s i , . n  o n  th; p e r s o n a l i t i e s  o f  A l i  a n d  Fuad  seer  S i r  Henr  
WouJ ' s  S u n  n r n f r o c n  thri S t r a n d s  .rf a S a i l o r s  L i f e  A f l o a  

* ~ ~ - s u v i t n  year3  I J I I , .  *r  t h o  t n n i o n s  o f  T.i e a t  a n d  f i sho ro r  
E 

m i n  . .nd Turkrly, Vol. I ,  London ,  1 9 2 4 ,  p p . 2 S U - 6 7 . -  



n a t i v e  l e a d e r s  a n d  T u r k i s h  o f f i c i a l s ,  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  s t n  t u s  

o f  M u s l i m s  a n d  C h r i s t i a n s  were r e d u c e d ,  a n d  a n  a t t e m p t  was made  

t o  p l a c e  t a x e s  a n d  f i n a n c e s  o n  c more  e q u i t a b l e  b a s i s .  1n 

1 8 6 4 ,  a now e f f o r t  a t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e f o r m  & a s  i n a u g u r a t e d  a n d  
it 

i n  t h e  Danube  V i l a y e t  a m o d e l  p r o v i n c e  was e s t a b l i s h e d .  I t  

e m b r a c e d  a s i z a b l e  p a r t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  i n h a b i t e d  by  B u l g a r i a n s  

a n d  f l i d h a t  P a s h a  t h e  f a m o u s  r e f o r m e r ,  h i m s e l f  of  B u l g a r i a n  M u s l i m  

o r i g i n ,  was a p p o i n t e d  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  I n  t h r e e  

y e a r s  o f  m i d h a t ' s  g o v e r n o r s h i p  much was a c c o m p l i s h e d .  He c o n -  

v e n e d  a p r o v i n c i a l  a s s e m b l y  r e g u l a r l y .  A g r a r i a n  b a n k s  w e r e  

e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  e f f o r t s  were made t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  O t t o m a n  r e f o r m  
It 

8 l e g i s l a t i o n .  

A p a r t  f r o m  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  u n d e r  

T u r k i s h  r u l e ,  B u l g : . r i a  made s i g n i f i c a n t  stri':;f; i n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  

a n d  s o c i a l  s p h e r e s .  The  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  B u l ~ a r i a n  E x a r c h a t e  i n  

6. D a v i s o n ,  pp .  4 0 ,  43 ,  

* F o r  d e t a i l s  o n  r e f o r m s  i n  t h e  Danube  ' J i l a y e t  
s e e r  R.  D a v i s o n ' s ,  Re fo rm in t h e  t i t t 3 - e n  
E m p i r e ,  1 8 5 6 - 1 8 7 6 ,  pp. 151-157. 

I b i d . ,  pp .  1 5 2 ,  153. 



* 
1870, i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  G r e e k  c h u r c h ,  w a s  a f u r t h e r  s t e p  

t o w a r d  p o l i t i c a l  a u t o n o m y  a n d  c u l t u r a l  f r e e d o m  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  

The s y s t e m  w a s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  

* T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  1070 o f  a n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  
known a s  t h e  E x a r c h a t e  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  g r e a t  v i c t o r y  
f a r  B u l g a r i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  The o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  
movement  f o r  a n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  d a t e s  b a c k  t o  t h e  
1 8 2 0 e s  when s p o r a d i c  d e m a n d s  were made t o  r e d r e s s  
t h e  f i n a n c i a l  a b u s e s  a n d  f o r  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  
B u l g a r i a n  b i s h o p s  t o  h e a d  B u l g a r i a n  d i o c e s e s ,  
F o r  c e n t u r i e s ,  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  c h u r c h  was u n d e r  t h e  
j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  t h e  G r e e k  P a t r i a r c h  i n  C o n s t a n t i -  
n o p l c  a n d  t h e  G r e e k  b i s h o p s .  No B u l g a r i a n  was 
e v e r  a p p o i n t e d  t o  a n y  o f  t h e  b i s h o p r i c s .  A l s o ,  
G r e e k  was t h e  l a n g u a g e  u s e d  i n  B u l g a r i a n  s c h o o l s  
a n d  c h u r c h e s .  By 1 8 6 0 ,  b e c a u s e  o f  r e n e w e d  a t t a c k s  
by B u l g a r i a n s ,  t h a r e  g r e w  a n  e l e m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  
C r e e k  c h u r c h ,  l e d  by t h e  P a t r i a r c h  J o a c h i m ,  
w i l l i n g  t o  a l l o w  t h e  u s e  o f  B u l g a r i a n  i n  c h u r c h e s  
a n d  s c h o o l s .  T h i s  g r o u p  was a l s o  r e a d y  t o  o f f e r  
a few b i s h o p r i c s  t o  B t ~ l g a r i ~ n s  f o r  t h e  s a k e  o f  
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  u n i t y  o f  t h e  c h u r c h .  T h e i r  
e f f o r t s  w e r e  t h w a r t e d  by G r e e k  l a y m e n  who f o u n d  
i n  t h i s  new B u l g a r i a n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  
a t h r e a t  t o  t h o  f u t u r e  o f  H e l l e n i s m ,  m o r e o v e r ,  a s  
a r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  c o n t i n u e d  s t r u g g l e  o f  f o u r  d e c a d e s ,  
by  t h e  1 8 6 0 ' s .  n o t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  c h u r c h  
w o u l d  h a v e  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  B u l g a r i a n s ,  The B u l g a r i a n  
a s p i r a t i o n s  were f i n a l l y  r e a l i z e d ,  when t h e  P o r t e  
i s s u e d  a f i r m a n  o n  march  11, 1B70  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a n  -- 
a u t o n o m o u s  B u l g a r i a n  c h u r c h  o r  E x a r c h a t e ,  I t  i s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t  
was m o r e  p o l i t i c a l  t h a n  r e l i g i o u s ,  The  s t r u g g l e  was 
t h e  e m b o d i m e n t  o f  c o n t e n d i n g  G r e e k  a n d  B u l g a r i a n  
n a t i o n a l i s m s  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  a d i s p u t e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  
d o c t r i n e s ,  Bo th  t h e  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  w a g e d  a n  a l l - o u t  
s t r u g g l e  u n d e r  t h e  g u i s e  o f  a n  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  i s s u e ,  
w h i l e  t r y i n g  t o  mask t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
d i s p u t e ,  

F o r  a  l u c i d  a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  
E x a r c h a t e  q u e s t i o n ,  seer  S t a v r i a n o s '  T h e  Balkens  - Since 1 4 5 3 ,  pp .  3 7 1 - 3 7 5 ,  



c l e r g y  a n d  l a y m a n  f o r  f i l l i n g  t h e  h i g h e r  c h u r c h  b o d i e s  w i t h  

l i m i t ~ d  e l e c t i o n s  a n d ,  a l l  t h r o u a h  t h e  p o r i o d  o f  T u r k i s h  ru::, 

b y  p r e s e r v i n g  m o n a s t i c  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  c h u r c h  p r e v e n t s :  

t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  l i t e r a c y . *  Our i n q  t h e  l a s t  t w e n t y - f  ien 

y e a r s  o f  T u r k i s h  r u l e ,  B u l g a r i a n  c o m m e r c i a l  a c t i v i t y  w a s  

e x t e n d e d  t o  w e s t e r n  E u r o p e  a n d ,  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e y  were s t i l l  

f u r t h e r  e x p o s e d  t o  w e s t e r n  i d e a s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  p r o g r e s s  u n d e r  T u r k i s h  r u l e ,  i: 

w a s  t h e  p r e v s i l i n g  o p i n i o n  t h a t  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  c o u l d  B u l ~ a r i a  h o p e  t o  a c q u i r e  a 

c i v i l i z a t i o n  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  w e s t e r n  n a t i o n s .  

The i m p a c t  o f  w e s t e r n  p o l i t i c a l  i d e a s  u p o n  t h e  s u b s e -  

q u e n t  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  n a t i o n a l  movemen t  a r e  b e y o r z  
+* 

t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  S u f f i c e  i t  t o  s a y  t h a t ,  by  t h a  

m i d d l e  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e r e  were t w o  m a i n  t r e n d 5  

of p o l i t i c a l  t h o u g h t  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  The m o d e r a t e s ,  l e d  b:; 

t h e  R u l q a r i a n  c o l o n y  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  w a n t e d  t o  r e s o r t  t o  

* The movemen t  f o r  a  mode rn  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  geiu o u t s i d e  
o f  t h e  c h u r c h  a s  w e l l ,  W i t h  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  g u i l 2 s  
a n d  t h e  m o r e  p r o p s e r o u s  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  p e a s a n t s ,  s t a r : -  
i n g  i n  1835, a c o n s i d e r a b l e  n e t w o r k  o f  s c h o o l s  was  
e s t a b l i s h , ; d  a n d  b y  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  B e r l i -  
t h e  p r o c e s s  h a d  g a i n e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  g r o u n d .  

++ I n t e r e s t e d  r e a d e r s  a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  C .  E, E l a c k ' s  
a r t i c l e ,  Tho I n f l u e n c e  o f  W e s t e r n  P o l i t i c a l  T h o u a h t  
i n  B u l g a r i a ,  1 8 5 0 - 1 8 8 5 ,  i n  Arner i c n n  H i s t o r i c a l  
Revj.nw, X L V  I 1 1  ( 1 9 4 2 - 4 3 ) ,  o p .  50'7-520. 



n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  T u r k e y  i n  i m p r o v i n g  B u l g a r i a n  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  

t h e y  f e a r c d  t h a t  p o p u l a r  u p r i s i n g s  w o u l d  o n l y  e n d  i n  d i s a s t e r ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  t h e m s e l v e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e i r  m e t h o d s  h a d  

f r e e d  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  c h u r c h  f r o m  G r e e k  d o m i n a t i o n .  A l s o ,  i n  

t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  m o d e r a t e s ,  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  B u l g a r i a  w o u l d  b e  

a n  e a s y  p r e y  t o  i t s  n e i g h b o u r s  a n d  t h e  i n t r i g u e s  o f  t h e  p o w e r s ,  

The  r a d i c a l  p a r t y  h a d  n o  f a i t h  i n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  r e f o r m  

w i t h i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e .  I t  l o o k e d  t o  F r a n c e ,  E n g l a n d ,  I t a l y  

a n d  t o  some  e x t e n t  t o  S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a s  t h e  

g u i d i n g  l i g h t  f o r  a m o d e r n  B u l g a r i a .  The  r a d i c a l s  f e l t  t h a t  

w i t h i n  a p a r l i a m e n t a r y  o r  f e d e r a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e y  c o u l d  c u r b  I 

t h e  m o r e  b l a t a n t  a b u s e s  o f  power  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  R u s s i a ,  t h e  I 

r a d i c a l s  l o o k e d  t o  h e r  f o r  a i d ,  b u t  t h e i r  g o a l  was i n d e p e n d e n c e  

f r o m  R u s s i a n  m e d d l i n g  i n  t h e i r  i n t e r : l a l  a f f a i r s ,  I n  t h e  w o r d s  

o f  t h e  f a m o u s  B u l g a r i a n  r a d i c a l  K a r a v e l o v  n i f  R u s s i a  c o m e s  t o  

l i b e r a t e ,  s h e  m i l l  b e  met w i t h  g r e a t  s y m p a t h y ,  b u t  i f  s h e  c o m e s  

n t o  r u l e ,  s h e  w i l l  f i n d  many e n e m i e s . , . .  , 

The r a d i c a l  t r e n d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  t h o u g h t  was a c c o m p a n i e d  

by a n  a c t i v e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  movement .  T h e r e  w e r e  a n u m b e r  o f  

p o p u l a r  u p r i s i n g s  b e f o r e  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  C r i m e a n  war a n d  b y  t h e  

1 8 7 0 ' s  t h e  movement  was o rgan iz : :d  i n t o  a c o h e s i v e  u n i t .  A s  

t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  revolutionaries s p r e a d ,  w i t h  u p r i s i n g s  

e l s e w h e r e  a s  i n  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a  i n  1 8 7 5 ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

9 .  B l a c k ,  C .  E .  The I n f l u e n c e  o f  W e s t e r n  P o l i t i c a l  
T h o u g h t  i n  B u l g a r i a  1 8 5 0 - 1 8 8 5 ,  A m e r i c a n  H i s t o r i c a l  
R e v i e w ,  XLVIII ( 1 9 4 2 - 4 3 ) .  p. 5 1 0 .  



o f  T u r k e y  i n  E u r o p e  was f u r t h e r  w e a k e n e d  a n d  t h e  p o w e r s  were 

once a g a i n  r e a d y  t o  c o n c e r n  t h e m s e l v e s  w i t h  t h e  p e r e n n i a l  

E a s t e r n  Q u e s t i o n ,  B u l g a r i a  b r o k e  o u t  i n t o  o p e n  r e v o l t  i n  

A p r i l  1 8 7 6 ,  a n d  t h e  r e p r e s s i v e  m e a s u r e s  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  f o r c e s ,  

known t o  h i s t o r y  a s  t h e  " B u l g a r i a n  ) \ c r a ~ ~ " ,  b r o u g h t  t h e  p o w e r s  

o n c e  a g a i n  i n t o  t h e  t a n g l e d  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e ,  

Due t o  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  t imes,  t h e  

p o w e r s  i n i t i a l l y  were i n c l i n e d  t o  P u r s u e  a p o l i c y  o f  g r a d u a l -  

i s m ,  a s k i n g  T u r k e y  t o  g r a n t  l o c a l  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  t o  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  E u r o p e a r ,  T u r k e y  lo The O t t o m a n s  w e r e  

w i l l i n g  t o  n a k e  g e s t u r e s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n ,  b u t  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

o f  f o r e i g n  s u p e r v i s i o n  t h e y  d i s a g r e e d .  They  were u n w i l l i n g  

t o  a d m i t  any f o r e i g n  o b s e r v e r s  t o  s u p e r v i s e  t h e  r e f o r m s .  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  c u s t o m a r y  B r i t i s h  d i p l o m a t i c  s u p p o r t  

o p i n i o n  h e d  b e e n  w o r k e d  i n t o  a f r e n z y  a g a i n s t  t h e  T u r k s  

i n  G r e a t  E l r i t a i n )  f o r  ~ u r k e y , "  R u s s i a n  t r o o p s  f e l t  s t r o n g  

e n o u g h  t o  c r o s s  t h e  Danube  i n  J u n e  1 8 7 7  a n d  r e a c h e d  t h e  o u t -  

s k i r t s  o f  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g  J a n u a r y .  The T r e a t y  

10. Hyde, A r t h u r ,  
1 8 8 6 ,  U r b a n a ,  - 

A D i p l o v a t i c  H i s to ry  o f  B u l q a r i a  lR70-  
..- 

1 9 2 8 ,  pe 59. 

11. I b i d ,  

1 2 .  I b i d ,  p ,  51. 



o f  Sen Ste fan0 conc luded  i n  march 1878 marked t h e  h i g h  p o i n t  o f  

Russ ian  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  Balkans and i t  r e p r e s e n t s d  t h e  f u l l e s t  

p r a c t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  e v e r  g i v e n  i n  Russian f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  t o  

t h e  Pan-Slav i d e a l .  l3 An e l e c t e d  p r i c e  was t o  be t h e  r u l e r  o f  

an autonomous B u l g a r i a n  s t a t e  t r i b u t a r y  t o  t h o  ~ u 1 t a n . l ~  The 

t e r r i t o r y  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  was a l m o s t  as  e x t e n s i v e  as t h o  Ernpire 

o f  Simeon ( 8 9 3 - 9 2 7 )  when B u l g a r i a  ex tended f r o m  t h e  B l a c k  Sea 

i n  t h e  e a s t  t o  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s l o p e s  o f  t h e  C a r p a t h i a n s  i n  t h e  

n o r t h ,  t h e  c o n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  SaVa and t h e  Danube i n  t h e  n o r t h -  

west,  and i n c l u d e d  Placedonia i n  t h e  southwect .  However, d e s p i t e  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  l a r g e  s t r e t c h e s  o f  t h e  Y h r a c i m c o a s t l i n e  were 

awarded B u l g a r i a  under  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  Sari Stefano,  i t  d i d  n o t  

i n c l u d e  any s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t s  l i k e  S a l o n i c a  or ~ e d e a g a t c h . 1 5  

The B u l g a r i a  o f  San S t e f a n o  wou ld  have been p o t e n t i a l l y  much 

more p o w e r f u l  t h a n  any o t h e r  s t a t e  i n  t h e  Ba lkans  and t h e  

c r e a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  was t h e  c h i e f  ach ievement  o f  t h e  peace 

t r e a t y .  1 6  

To B r i t a i n  and A u s t r i a ,  t h i s  sudden expans ion  o f  Russian 

Anderson, fl, S, The E a s t e r n  Ques t i on ,  London, 1 9 6 6 ,  
p. 203, 

14. I b i d .  

15. I b i d .  

16. I b i d . ,  p. 204. 



i n f l u o n c e  i n  t h e  B a l k a n s  a p p e a r e d  a n  i n t o l e r a b l e  c h a q e n g e  

t o  t h e i r  own p o s i t i o n  a n d  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h o  a rea .  U n d e r  g r e a t  I 

p r e s s u r e  f r o m  t h e  p o w e r s ,  R u s s i a  was f o r c e d  t o  r e o p e n  t h e  p e a c e  

s e t t l e m e n t  o f  S a n  S t e f a n o  a n d  a t  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  B e r l i n  c o n c l u d e d  

i n  J u l y  1 8 7 8  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  B u l g a r i a n  s t a t e  u n d e r  T u r k i s h  s u z e r -  

a i n t y  was r r e a t e d .  T h i s  new B u l g a r i a n  s t a t e  w a s  o n l y  o n o - t h i r d  

t h e  s i z e  o f  t h a t  p r o j e c t e d  a t  S a n  S t e f a n o  a n d  was s i t u a t e d  

b e t w e e n  t h e  Danube  a n d  t h e  B a l k a n  m o u n t a i n s .  To t h e  s o u t h  a 

smaller p r o v i n c e  o f  E a s t e r n  R u m e l i a ,  a l s o  i n h a b i t e d  p r e d o m i n a n t -  

l y  b y  B u l g a r i a n s ,  was r e s t o r e d  t o  T u r k i s h  r u l e  b u t  p l a c e d  u n d e r  

a C h r i s t i a n  g o v e r n o r .  M a c e d o n i a  a n d  w e s t e r n  a n d  e a s t e r n  Thrace, 

c e d e d  t o  B u l g a r i a  a t  S a n  S t e f a n o ,  w o r e  r e t u r n e d  u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y  

t o  T u r k i s h  r u l e ,  

S e n  S t e f a n o  h a d  p r o v i d e d  t h a t  R u s s i a  s h o u l d  o c c u p y  a n d  

a d m i n i s t e r  B u l g a r i a  f o r  two years, b u t  B e r l i n  r e d u c e d  t h i s  

p e r i o d  t o  n i n e  m o n t h s ,  Wi th  R u s s i a ' s  d e p a r t u r e ,  t h e  d o c t r i n e  

o f  n a t i o n a l i s m  a s s e r t e d  i t s e l f  a n d  t h e  8 u l g a r i a n s  s t a r t e d  l o o k -  

i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  s o u t h  a n d  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  w h o r e  many o f  t h e i r  

f e l l o w m e n  were s t i l l  u n d e r  a l i e n  r u l e .  The v a r i o u s  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  

i n  t h e  area were c o n s i d e r a b l y  m i x e d  a n d  a q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  p o p u l a -  

t i o n  i n  t h e  n e w l y  c r e a t e d  k i n g d o m  o f  B u l g a r i a  i t s e l f  c o n s i s t e d  

o f  Mus l im  T u r k s .  E m o t i o n s  r a n  h i g h  a n d  i t  s o o n  b e c a m e  t h e  

p r e v a i l i n g  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  i n  B u l g a r i a  t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e  B u l g a r i a n s  

i n  M a c e d o n i a ,  T h r a c e  a n d  E a s t e r n  R u m e l i a  w e r e  l i b e r a t e d  t h e  

s o - c a l l c d  n a t i o n a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e  w o u l d  n o t  a m o u n t  t o  much. 



I n  1 8 7 9 ,  A l e x a n d e r  o f  B a t t e n b e r g  was e l e c t e d  t h e  p r i 3 c e  

o f  B u l g a r i a  by  t h e  T i r n o v o  a s s e m b l y .  He was a c o u s i n  o f  

A l e x a n d e r  111, a Gorman p r i n c e ,  s o n  o f  a n  A u s t r i a n  G e n e r a l  

a n d  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  r o y a l  f a m i l y  a n d  t h u s  r e f l e c t e d  

a c c u r a t e l y  i n  h i s  p e r s o n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  p o w e r s ,  

I n  f o u r  y e a r s  h e  F e l l  o u t  w i t h  t h e  l i b e r a l s ,  who h a d  w o r k e d  

o u t  an e n l i g h t e n e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y .  He s u s p e n 5 s 5  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i t h  R u s s i a n  h e l p  a n d  t h e n  f r e e d  h i m s e l f  f::? 

R u s s i a n  i n f l u e n c e  by a c u r i o u s  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  c o n s e r v a t i v s s  

a n d  l i b e r a l s ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  r e c o n c i l e d  h i m s e l f  a g a i n  t o  a govs ;n -  

m e n t  by  t h e  l i b e r a l s .  In  1 8 8 5 ,  B a t t e n b e r g ' s  p o p u l a r i t y  r o s s  t o  

i t s  z e n i t h  when h e  a c c e p t e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a m i l i t a r y  p l o t  : r a t  

s u c c r  q d e d  i n  a n n e x i n g  E a s t e r n  R u m e l i a  t o  t h e  Kingdom o f  Bul -  

g a r i a .  He a l s o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  r e p u l s e d  a n  a t t a c k  &n  t h e  p a r t  
* 

o f  S e r b i a  w h i c h  f e a r e d  B u l g a r i a n  e x p a n s i o n .  I n  1 8 8 6 ,  T u r k e )  

r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n ,  w i t h  c e r t a i n  m i n o r  t e r r i t o r i a l  

a d j u s t m e n t s  i n  h e r  f a v o u r .  

Wi th  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  E a s t e r n  R u m e l i a ,  B u l g a r i a  w a s  

f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  a n d  p u r p o s e s  a t o t a l l y  i n d e p e n d e n t  n a t i o n .  

Y S i n c e  t h i s  is o n l y  e x p e c t e d  t o  s e r v e  a s  a b r i e f  b a c k -  
g r o u n d  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m s  p o s e d  i n  1 9 0 8 ,  t h e  writer  i s  
i n  n o  p o s i t i o n  t o  p e n e t r a t e  d e e p e r  i n t o  t h e  c o m p l e x  
q u e s t i o n s  o f  1 8 7 9 - 1 8 8 5  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  A l e x a n d e r  o f  
B a t t e n b e r q  a n d  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  p o w e r s ,  Much 
c a n  b e  g l e a n e d  f r o m  C h a r l e s  J e l a v i c h e s  T s a r i s t  R u s s i z  
a n d  B a l k a n  N a t i o n a l i s m  e s p e c i a l l y  C h a p t e r  6 ,  ( R u s s i ?  
A g a i n s t  t h e  ~ ~ ~ m f ~ r i u r n p h  o f  B u l a a r i a n  N a t i o n a l -  
i s m )  a n d  1 0  ( ~ h o  C o l l a p s e  o f  k u s s i a w s  ~ u l ~ a r i a n  P o l i z , ,  , . 



The P r i n c e  o f  B u l g a r i a  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  was s t i l l  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  

s u z e r a i n  a n d  t h e  e x p a n s i o n i s t  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  h a d ,  

n o t  r e a l i z e d  t h e i r  a i m s  t o w a r d s  T h r a c e  a n d  M a c e d o n i a .  None 

o f  t h i s  h a d  a n y  p r a c t i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  terms o f  r u n n i n g  

t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  The T u r k s  h a d  i n  n o  way p u t  a n y  

o b s t a c l e s  i n  t h e i r  t a s k  o f  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  

p r o g r e s s .  I t  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  e v e n  i f  t h e  Turks  

d e s i r e d  some  f o r m  o f  a c t i o n  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  B u l g a r i a ,  t h e y  w e r e  

i n  n o  p o s i t i o n  t o  i n d u l g e  i n  s u c h  l u x u r i e s .  The T r e a t y  o f  

B e r l i n  i n  g r a n t i n g  a u t o n o m y  t o  B u l g a r i a  h a d  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  a 

p o r t i o n  o f  h e r  b u d g e t  s h o u l d  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  p a y m s i l t  o f  t h e  

O t t o m a n  P u b l i c  D e b t  a n d  a  l e s se r  a m o u n t  was f i x e d  f o r  E a s t e r n  

R u m e l i a .  Bu t  i n  a c t u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  C o n g r e s s  o f  B e r l i n  o f  

1878 a n d  tile D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  1 9 0 8 ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  

l a p s e  o f  t h r e e  d e c a d e s ,  T u r k e y  h a r d l y  r e c e i v e d  a n y t h i n g  w o r t h  

m e n t i o n i n g  f r o m  B u l g a r i a .  C e r t a i n l y ,  c o n f e r e n c e s  a n d  c o n v e n t i z - s  

w e r e  h o l d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a n d  p e r e n n i a l l y  new a r r a n g e -  

m e n t s  o f  p a y m e n t s  w e r e  made ,  b u t  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s  T u r k e y  
* 

i n v a r i a b l e  came o u t  t h e  l o s e r .  

* From 1 8 7 8  t o  1 8 8 7  p c y m e n t s  were a l m o s t  n o n - e x i s t e n t  a n d  
f r o m  1 8 8 7  t o  1 8 9 4 ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  a c o n v e n t i o n , n e w  a r r a - ; e -  
m e n t s  were w o r k e d  o u t  a n d  p a y m e n t s  were k e p t  u p  by B u l q s r i a .  
I n  1 8 9 4 ,  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  Ruschuk-  
V a r n a  r a i l w a y  f r o m  i t s  o w n e r s ,  who i n t u r n  h a d  g i v e n  s u b -  
s t a n t i a l  c r e d i t s  t o  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  The f o r m e r  
c o n t e n d e d  t h a t  t h i s  o u t s t a n d i n g  l o a n  t o  t h e  o w n e r s  o f  t . '?~ 
r a i l w a y  l i q u i d a t g d  t h e  a n n u a l  p a y m o n t  t o  T u r k e y  and Bul -  
g a r i a  h a d  n o  m o r e  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  t h e  O t t o m a n  P u b l i c  D e b ? .  
T h e r e  w r 8 s e  na;J c o n v e n t i o n s  a n d  f u r t h a r  b i c k e r i n g s  b e t w e % -  
t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d o n c e  i n  
1908 n e c e s s i t a t e d  f u r t h e r  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  
S e e  R l a i s d o l l ,  Thc E u r o p o 3 n  F i n a n c i a l  C o n t r o l  i n  t h e  O t ' c -  
man Ernpirn, ~ e w - ' ~ o r k ,  1929 ,  p p .  115, 1 1 6 .  



I t  was a n  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  e v e n t  w h i c h  f i n a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  

i n t o  t h o  ~ u l g a r i a n  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  un O c t o b e r  5 ,  

1 9 0 8 .  On S e p t e m b e r  1 2 ,  A b d u l h a m i d  h e l d  8 g a l a  d i n n e r  i n  t h e  

p a l a c e  f a r s a i l  t h e  f o r e i g n  h e a d s  o f  m i s s i o n s  b u t  h e  d i d  n o t  

i n v i t e  Mr. G u e e h o v ,  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  i n  C o n s t a n t i -  

n o p l e ,  l7 A p p a r e n t l y ,  i t  was t h e  c u s t o m  o f  a t  l e a s t  a d e c a d e  

t o  i n v i t e  t h e  ~ u l g a r i s n  representative a l s o  t o  s u c h  f u n c t i o r  s ,  :9 

I n  S o f i a ,  G e n e r a l  P a p r i k o v ,  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r ,  

i n t e r p r e t e d  t h e  i n c i d e n t  a s  a T u r k i s h  a t t e m p t  a t  r a i s i n g  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  o f  B u l g a r i a ' s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  He c o n c l u d e d  

t h a t  t h e  new T u r k i s h  r e g i m e  was t r y i n g  t o  b r i n g  b a c k  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l i t y  i n t o  a s t a t e  o f  v a s s a l a g e .  On S e p t e m b e r  , l 3 ,  

f l r .  Gueshov  l e f t  f o r  S o f i a ,  w h i l e  i n f o r m i r ~ g  t h e  T u r k i s h  f o r e i : -  - 

m i n i s t e r  t h a t  h i s  s e c r e t a r y  w o u l d  b e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  a g e n c y  i? 

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  A f t e r w a r d s ,  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  c l a i m e d  t h a t  

f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  T e w f i k  P a s h a  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  l e t t e r  h e  

s e n t  h i m  r e g a r d i n g  h i s  d e p a r t u r e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  i t  w a s  - 5 :  

d e l i v e r e d  t h r o u g h  p r o p e r  c h a n n e l s  a n d  t h a t  s u c h  c o m m u n i c a t i , o ~ ~  

s h o u l d  f i r s t  be a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  G r a n d  V iz i e r  a n d  t h e  R i n i s t 5 -  

o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  who w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  E a z = ~ r n  

R u m e l i a .  T h i s  was l a t e r  p r o v e n  t o  b e  a s t o r y  c o n c o c t e d  by 

17. B u c h a n a n  t o  G r e y ,  S o f i a ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F .  0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No. 1 7 ,  

18. I b i d .  

1 9 .  B u c h a n a n  t o  Grey, S o f i a ,  S e p t e m b e r  18, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F. 0, 3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No. 1 8 .  



B u l g a r i a  t o  f u r t h a r  e x n c o r b a t e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Kiamil P a s h a  

d i d  q i v o  8 p r i v a t e  a u d i e n c e  t o  Gueshov  w h e r e  ha e x p l a i n e d  

t h e  T u r k i s h  p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  B u l g a r i a n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Grand 

V i z i e r , i f  s u c h  p e r s o n s  a s  Gueshov w e r e  t r e a t e d  o n  e q u a l  f o o t -  

i n g  w i t h  t h e  h e a d s  o f  m i s s i o n s  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o ~ l e  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  

r e s e n t e d  by t h e  a m b a s s a d o r s  a n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  w h a t  w o u l d  p r e v e n t  

s o m e o n e  l i k e  t h o  E g y p t i a n  e n v o y  f r o m  r e q u e s t i n g  s i m i l a r  p r i v i -  

l e c ~ e 3 ,  When t h e  B u l g a r i a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  d w e l t  o n  t h e  p o s -  

s i b l e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e s n u b !  o n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  

c o u n t r i e s ,  Kiamil was s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  t o l d  h im t h a t  " i f  we 

f a l l  o u t  t h e r e  a r e  f r i e n d s  who w o u l d  r e c o n c i l e  u s ,  "20 Kiamil 

a l s o  r e f u t e d  G u e s h o v ' s  c l a i m  t o  a m b a s s a d o r i a l  s t a t u s  o n  t h e  

g r o u n d s  t h a t  h e  was p r e s e n t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  o t h e r  h e a d s  o f  m i s s i o n s ,  

a t  t h e  p a l a c e  0" t h e  eve o f  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u -  

t i o n .  21 His p r e s e n c e ,  s a i d  t h e  G r a n d  V i z i e r ,  Was n o t  d u s  t o  

any i n i t i a t i v e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  Govornrnent  a s  h e  was 

i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  p r e s e n c e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c a r e l e s s -  

n e s s  o f  t h e  G r a n d  C h a m b e r l a i n .  22 I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  B u l g a r i a n  

a t  t h a t  time was s i m p l y  a n  u n i n v i t e d  g u e s t .  

20. L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 5 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 371 /550 ,  No. 5 7 3 .  

2 1 .  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 371 /550 ,  No. 585. 

I b i d .  



S i m i l a r  s y n t i m e n t s  w e r e  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  I m p e r i a l  

C o m m i s s i o n ~ r  i n  S o f i a  when a p p r o a c h e d  by t h e  B u l g a r i a n  u n d e r -  

s e c r e t a r y  f o r  f o r e i g n  a f f a i r s ,  The  T u r k i s h  n e w s p a p e r s  

u a n i m o u s l y  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  Kiamil.  The m o d e r a t e  

n e w s p a p e r  Ikdam c o n t i n u o u s l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  as 

Gueshov  E f c n d i  a s  a c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a s  a 

T u r k i s h  o f f i c i a l .  T a n i n ,  t h e  o f f i c i a l  o r g a n  o f  C.U.P. c o n t e n t e d  

t h a t  t h e  e n t i r e  e p i s o d e  was  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  l e g a c y  o f  t h e  o l d  

r e g i s s  a n d  i n  f u t u r e  s t r i c t e r  r u l e s  s h o u l d  b e  a p p l i e d  a t  d i p l o -  

matic f u n c t i o n s .  * 23 

The a c t i o n  o f  Gueshov w a s  a c c l a i m e d  by e v e r y  s e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  B u l g a r i a n  p r e s s .   onet the less, B u l g a r i a  moved w i t ?  c a u t i o n .  

u I n  a p r i v a t e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  L o w t h t r ,  Kiamil 
talc! h i m  t h a t  i n  J u l y ,  1 9 0 7  a f a v o u r a b l e  c u s t o - s  
c o n c e s s i o n  h a d  b e e n  a c c o r d e d  B u l g a r i a  u n d e r  t h e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l i t y  w a s  s t i l l  
a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m ~ i r e ~ u n d e r  
t h e  terms o f  t h i s  a g r e e m c : i t ,  B u l g a r i a  was 
e x e m p t  f r o m  a l l  i m p o r t  d u t i e s ,  w h e r e a s  e v e r y  
o t h e r  s t a t e  p a i d  a n  c t l e v e n  p e r c e n t  t a r i f f  o n  
m o s t  i m p o r t e d  goods .  U n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  
a r g u e d  t h e  G r a n d  V i z ~ e r ,  i t  was i m p r o p e r  f o r  
t h e  B u l g a r i a n  t o  c l a i m  a s e a t  among t h e  r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e s  o f  f o r e i g n  p o w e r s .  

F o r  d e t a i l s  seer  F i r s t s  s e c r e t a r y  H o b l e r  t o  T r e y ,  
T h e r a p i a ,  S e p t e m b e r  1 7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F ,  0 ,  3 7 1 / 5 5 ? ,  
No. 585. 

23. L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  S e p t e m b e r  15,  1 9 0 3 ,  
i n  F,  0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No. 573. 



S h e  f i r s t  a p p r o a c h e d  R u s s i a  t o  q n t  h e r  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  

i n c i d e n t .  The  r e c p o n s e  i n  P t ? t o r s b u r g  was  c o l d .  I s v o l s k y  

t o l d  t h e  B u l p a r i a n  c h a r 4 e  dd '  a f f a i r o s  t h a t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h c  

T r e a t y  o f  B e r l i n ,  B u l . q a r i a  c e r t a i n l y  w a s  n o t  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  

s t a t e  a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  T u r k e y  was  w i t h i n  h e r  r i g h t s  t o  r o f u s o  

h e r  r e p r e s e n t s t i v e  e q u a l  t r e a t m e n t  w ~ i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p o x e r s ,  2 4  

The c h a r < @  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h i s  by s a y i n g  t h t l t  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  

c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  w i t h d r a w a l  o f  G u e s h o v  a s  h a s t y  a n d  t h e y  h a d  

s i n c e  t h e n  r r v i s e d  t h e i r  v i e w s , 2 5  w h i c h  was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  

u n t r u e  i n  t e r n s  o f  l a t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  The B r i t i s h  p o s i t i o n  

was  t h a t  i t  was  a  m i s t a k e  f o r  t h e  T u r k s  t o  r a i s e  t h e  q u c s t i o n ,  

b u t  t h u i r  a c t i o n  was  s t r i c t l y  w i t h i n  t h e i r  t r e a t y  r i g h t s ,  I f  

B u l o a r i a  p u s h e d  m a t t e r s  t o  a r u p t u r e ,  s h e  w o u l d  r e c e i v e  n o  

s u p p o r t  f r o m  G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  2 6  The F r e n c h  F o r e i a n  O f f i c e  s a w  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  i n t r i q u e s  o f  A u s t r i a ,  

Germany,  I t a l y  a n d  R u s s i a  zind w a s  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t ,  

e v e n  i f  t h i s  d i p l n m a t i c  p r o b l e m  w a s  t o  b e  s o l v e d  a m i c a b l y ,  

B u l g a r i a ,  w i t h  t h e  p r o d d i n g  o f  t h e  f o u r  p o w e r s ,  w o u l d  d i g  u p  

s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  t o  k e e p  T u r k e y  a t  b a y ,  27  T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  

24 , A m b a s s a d o r  N i c o l s o n  t o  G r e y ,  S t ,  P e t e r s b u r g ,  S e p t e m b e r  
2 2 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F, 0.  3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No, 1 7 3 ,  

25. I b i d ,  

26. B u c h a n a n  t o  G r o y ,  S o f i a ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 5 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  i n  
F ,  0,  371/550, No. 23 ,  

2 7 .  Bert ic  t o  G r e y ,  P a r i s ,  O c t o b e r  3 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  i n  F, 0.  
371J550, No, 51. 



W R S  t o t a l l y  f n l l a c i o u s .  W i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  A u s t r i 8 - H u n g z r y ,  

a s  w i l l  bt? shown l a t e r  i n  t h o  c h a p t e r ,  n o  o t h e r  polucr  d e s i r e d  

t h o  c u r r e n t  t r o u b l o  b c t w e o n  B u l g a r i a  a n d  T u r k o y  a n d  t h e y  a l l  

s u p p o r t e d  T u r k e y  w j t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  G u e s h o v  i n c i d e n t .  

The G u e s h o v  i n c i d e n t  w a s  t h e  p r e l u d e  t o  w i d e r  p o s s i -  

b i l i t i e s .  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  s a y  e x a c t l y  ~ u h e n  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  

u n i l a t e r a l  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  b e c a m e  p o p u l a r  i n  

B u l g a r i a n  c a b i n e t  cf .rcles.  I n  e a r l y  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 0 8 ,  a  wenk 

p r i o r  t o  t h e  G u e s h o v  i n c i d e n t ,  Mr. S t a n i c o v ,  a  w e l l  known 

B u l g a r i a n  d i p l o m a t ,  w a s  d e s p a t c h e d  t o  K a r l s b a d  f o r  a  m e e t i n 9  

w i t h  I s v o l s k y  a n d  Nr, V l a l i n o v ,  t h e  P r i m s  M i n i s t e r ,  w a s  i n  P a r i s  

m e e t i n g  w i t h  F r e n c h  o f f i c i a l s ,  On b o t h  o c c a s i o n s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

o f  a B u l g a r i a n  d e c l a r ~ t i o n  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  was  r a i s e d ,  b u t  

only a s  a l o n g  r a n g e  p o s s i b i l i t y .  S i m i l a r  a p p r o a c h e s  w e r e  

made t o  s o u n d  o u t  t h e  B r i t i s h  a s  w e l l .  I t  was  a s s u m e d  a t  t h e  

t ime by  B r i t i s h  a n d  F r e n c h  o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  R u s s i a ,  t h o u g h  

a n x i o u s  t o  a v o i d  s e r i o u s  c o m p l i c a t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s  

w o u l d  w e l c o m e  a s e t t l e m e n t  i n  f a v o u r  o f  B u l ~ a r i a  a s  s h e  w a s  

a f r a i d  o f  A u s t r i a  u n d e r m i n i n g  h e r  p o s i t i o n  i n  ~ o f i a . * ~  More-  

o v e r ,  d e s p i t e  h e r  p r o f e s s i o n s  o f  b e n e v o l e n c e ,  R u s s i a  was f a r  

f r o m  p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  new s i t u a t i o n  i n  T u r k e y ,  A v i e w  p r e v a i l e d  

i n  R u s s i a  t h a t  T u r k i s h  r u l e  i n  E u r o p e  w o u l d  h a v a  come t o  a n  e n d  

20. B u c h a n a n  t o  G r e y ,  S o f i a ,  S a p t e m b l i r  1 6 ,  1908 ,  i n  
F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No. 75. 

2 9 .  N i c o l s o n  t o  G r e y ,  S t .  P e t o r s b u r q ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 9 ,  
1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F,  0, 3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No. 1 0 0 .  



u n d e r  t h e  o l d  r e g i m o ,  w h e r o a s  t h e y  w e r e  apprehensive o f  t h e  

Young T u r k s  w i t h  t h s i r  l i b e r a l  t e n d a n c i e s ,  l e s t  i t  l e a d  t o ,  

a movemen t  among t h o  Muslins o f  R u s s i a ,  * 30 N e i t h e r  M a l i n o v  

n o r  S t a n i c o v  r e c e i v e d  a n y  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  i n  t h e i r  a s p  i r a t i o n s ,  

n o r  was i t  c l e a r  a t  t h o  time t o  F r a n c e  o r  R u s s i a  t h a t  B u l g a r i a  

w o u l d  d e c l a r e  h e r  i n d o p e n d e n c e  w i t h i n  a  m o n t h ,  G r e y  i n  F o r a i g n  

O f f i c e  g a v e  n o  e n c o u r a g c r n e n t  t o  B u l g a r i a  a n d  S u c h a n a n  i n  

S o f i a  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e  f o r m e r ' s  v i e w s  i n  h i s  o u t w a r d  

i t  The s i t u a t i o n  was  n o t  a l l  t h a t  c l e a r  t o  t h e  
R u s s i a n s ,  In  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  T i t t o n i ,  
t h e  I t a l i a n  F o r e i o n  M i n i s t e r ,  I s v o l s k y  t o l d  
h i m  t h a t  R u s s i a  h a d  rriade i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  t o  
B u l g a r i a  t h a t  i f  t h e  l a t t e r  w e r e  s o  f o o l i s h  
a s  t o  d e c l a r e  i n d e p e n d o n c e ,  R u s s i a  w o u l d  
c e r t a i n l y  a b a n d o n  h e r  t o  h e r  f a t o ,  S i m i l a r  
s e n t i m e n t s  were a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  R u s s i a n  
d e p u t y  f o r a i g n  m i n i s t e r  T c h a r y k o v ,  He t o l d  
t h e  B u l g a r i a n  a g e n t  i n  S t .  P e t o r s b u r g ,  Mr. 
Zokov,  t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  
independence i f  h e r  t e r r i t o r y  was o c c u p i e d  
b y  T u r k e y ,  R u s s i a  w o u l d  n o t  l i f t  a f i n g e r  i n  
h e r  d e f e n s e .  

S e e r  A m b a s s a d o r  E o e r t c n  G r e y ,  Rome, O c t o b e r  2 ,  
1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F, 0, 371/550, No, 3 9  a n d  K i c o l s o n  t o  
G r e y ,  S t ,  P e t e r s b u r q ,  O c t o b e r  3 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0, 
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* 
e x p r e s s i o n s .  

The Gueshov a f f a i r  wa: e x p l o i t e d  by B u l g a r i a  i n  v i e w  
I 

o f  t h e  c o l d '  response  she r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  powers i n  h e r  

p l a n s  t o  d e c l a r e  indepevdence.  The i n c i d e n t  t i m e l y  s e r v e d  h e r  

purpose,  None the less ,  t h i s  was n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  t o .  s t i r '  ., : 

up n a t i o n ~ l i s t  s e n t i m e n t  t o  i t s  needed p i t c h . 3 1  I n  s p i t e  o f  

* A f t e r  e g r e e i n g  w i t h  Gray t h a t  t h e  new s i t u a t i o n  i n  
t h e  B a l k a n s  w o u l d  be u n d e s i r a b l e  f r o m  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
v i e w  o f  peace and s i . o b i l i t y  i n  t h e  area ,  h e  had t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  a d v i c e  f o r  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e :  "I wou ld  now 
o n l y  r e c o r d  my b e l i e f  t h a t ,  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  government i n  Turkey, t h e  s e v e r -  
ance o f  t h e  t i e s  w h i c h  b i n d  B u l g a r i a  t o  t h a t  Emp i re  
w o u l d  be  t o  t h e  advan tage  o f  a l l  concerned,  p r o v i d e d  
t h a t  i t  c o u l d  be  accomp l i shed  by an a m i c a b l e  a r r a n g e -  
ment ba tu~een  t h e  two governments.  Her p r e s e n t  some- 
what  anomalous p o s i t i o n  o f  a  semi - independent  S t a t e ,  
a f f o r d s  B u l g a r i a  f a c i l i t i e s  o f  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  o f  
m i x i n g  h e r s e l f  up i n  a l l  t h a t  passes on  t h e  o t h e r  
s i d o  o f  t h o  f r o n t i e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  indepen-  
dence, i f  d i s p o s e d  o f  one y e a r ,  i n v a r i a b l y  p r e s e n t s  
i t s e l f  t h e  n e x t ,  and w i l l  havo t o  be f a c e d  sooner  
o r  l a t e r  porhr ips even under  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  more un- 
f a v o u r a b l e  t h s n  a t  p r e s e n t .  As a  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n  
t o  h e r  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n t o  a  kingdom, B u l g a r i a  w o u l d  
have  t o  renounce a l l  i d e a  o f  any f u r t h e r  i n t e r f e r e n c o  
i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  Macedonia, and  t o  c o n t e n t  h e r s e l f  
w i t h  deve lopment  o f  h e r  i n t e r n a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  Such an  
ar rangement  c o u l d  i t  be b r o u q h t  a b o u t  by  d i p l o m a t i c  
means, would,  I v e n t u r e  t o  t h i n k ,  u n d o u b t e d l y  p romote  
t h e  cause o f  peace i n  t h e  Balkans."  

See Buchanan t o  Grey, S o f i a ,  September 16, 1908, i n  
F. 0. 371/550, No. 75. 
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s t r o n g  p r e s s  s u p p o r t  a n d  s y m p a t h y  o f  B u l o a r i s n  o f f i c i a l d o m ,  

t h e  Guoshov i n c i d e n t  uras a t  f i r s t  r s c n i v ~ d  t u i t h  i n d i f f ~ r c n c ~  

by  t h o  p u b l i c  a t  l a r q e .  32 W i t h i n  t o n  d a y s  o f  t h e  G u e s h o v  z f f z i r ,  

i t  w a s  h a m m e r e d  i n t o  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n z t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n  

o f  B u l g a r i a  was  a t  s t a k e  a n d  i f  s h e  y i e l d e d  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  

e t i q u e t t e ,  i n  f u t u r e ,  s h e  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  s u r r e n d e r  o t h e r  

r i g h t s  a n d  p r i v i l e g e s ,  a c q u i r e d  by a s e r i e s  o f  p r e c e d ~ ? n t s  r e c a r d -  

l e s s  o f  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  e e r l i n .  33 A r g u n a n t s  w o r e  p r o d u c e d  t o  

p r o v e  t h a t  B u l g a r i a  w a s  n o t  a v a s s a l  s t a t e ,  b u t  a n  a u t o n o n o u s  

t r i b u t a r y  p r i n c i p a l i t y ,  w h i c h  h a d  n e v e r  p a i d  t r i b u t e ,  e x c e p t  f o r  

E a s t e r n  R u m e l i a ,  u n i t e d  t o  t h e  p r i n c i p a l i t y  i n  1 8 8 5  a n d  h e l d  

u n d e r  a d i f f e r e n t  t e n u r e .  B u l g a r i a  f u r t h e r  z r q u e d  c o n v i n c L n ~ l y ,  

i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  h e r  p e o p l e ,  t h a t  t h e  s u z e r a i n t y  i n v e s t e d  i n  T u r k e y  

w a s  o f  n o  i n t r i n s i c  v a l u e  t o  t h e  l a t t e r  a n d  i t  o n l y  i m p e d e d  t h e  

g o o d  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  two  c o u n t r i e s . 3 4    he way o u t  o f  

t h e  d i l e m m a ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  B u l g a r i a ,  w a s  t o  d e c l a r e  h e r s e l f  

i n d o p e n d e n t .  

On S e p t e m b e r  2 3 ,  P r i n c e  F e r d i n a n d  p a i d  a  v i s i t  t o  "da- 

p e s t ,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  r e c e i v e d  by  t h e  A u s t r i a n  E m p e r o r ,  F r a n z  

J o s e p h ,  a n d  a c c o r d e d  a l l  h o n o u r s  d u e  a  E u r o p e a n  c r o w n h e a d .  

32. B u c h a n a n  t o  G r e y ,  S o f i a ,  S e p t e m b e r  30, 1908 ,  i n  
F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  u n n u m b e r e d .  

33. I b i d .  

3 4  . I b i d .  



D u r i n g  h i s  a b s e n c e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was t a k o n  by t h e  c a b i n e t  t o  

s e i z e  t h o  B u l g a r i a n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h o  O r i e n t a l  R a i l w a y .  E a r J i o r ,  

s o o n  a f t o r  t h e  Gueshov a f f a i r ,  B u l g a r i a  h a d  i n c i t e d  t h e  

e m p l o y e e s  i n  t h e  r a i l w a y  t o  s t r i k e  i n  o r d e r t  t o  o b t a i n  a p r e -  

t e x t  f o r  i t s  s e i z u r o .  The s t r i k e  s t o p p e d  a l l  t r a f f i c  i n  

S o u t h e r  B u l g a r i a  a n d  on  S e p t e m b e r  2 5  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  s e c t i o n  

o f  t h e  l i n c  was o c c u p i e d  by t r o o p s ,  T h i s  i n t r o d u c e d  a  f r e s h  

a n d  more  s e r i o u s  c o n t r o v e r s y  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n .  Uhen 

t h e  O r i e n t a l  R a i l w a y  company r e q u e s t e d  B u l g a r i a  t o  e v a c u a t e  t h e  

l i n e ,  s h e  r e f u s e d  on t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  h e r  

t o  e n t r u s t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a l i n e  i n  B u l g a r i a n  t e r r i t o r y  t o  

o f f i c i a l s  who made t h e i r  d e c i s i o n s  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  Hence ,  

s h e  p r o p o s e d  t o  k e e p  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l i n e  u n t i l  a n  a g r e e m e n t  

h a d  beon r e a c h e d  w i t h  t h e  company ,  t h u s  s a f e g u a r d i n g  t h e  

e c o n o m i c  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  B u l g a r i a  

a l s o  a r g u e d  t h a t  s h e  h a d  d o n e  n o t h i n g  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

T r e z t y  o f  B e r l i n  s i n c e  o n l y  a  s m a l l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  l i n e  h a d  

been  b u i l t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  t r e a t y .  36 M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  r a i l w a y  

was d e s i g n a t e d  t h e  E a s t e r n  R u m c l i a n  R a i l w a y s  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  

E a s t e r n  Rurnel ia  was u n i t e d  t o  B u l g a r i a  a n d  i t  o n l y  s t o o d  t o  

r e a s o n  t h a t  s h e  h a d  p r o p r i e t a r y  r i g h t s  i n  h e r  own t e r r i t o r y ,  3 7  

3 5 .  Lowther  t o  G r e y ,  Ther  L p i a ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 5 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F, 0, 371 /550 ,  No. 273.  

36 .  L a s c e l l e s  t n  Gxey, B e r l i n ,  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F 0 , 3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No. 4 3 5 ,  

37 . I b i d ,  



A t  t h e  same t h o ,  B u l g a r i a  a s s u r t l d  t h o  cnrhpcny t h a t  i t s !  

p r o p r i e t a r y  r i g h t s  w o u l d  be r e s p e c t e d .  Whsn t h e  P o r t e  d e r s n c ' e 6  

t h e  i m m e d i a t e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i n e ,  B u l g a r i a  c o n t e n d e d  t y e t  

i t  was a matter  b e t w o a n  h e r  a n d  t h e  company  a n d  t h u s  T u r k e y ' s  

claims t o  a v o i c e  i n  t h e  matter was c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r e d ,  T h e  

s e i z u r e  o f  t h e  l i n e ,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  

P r i n c e  F e r d i n a n d ' s  v i s i t  t o  B u d a p e s t .  Ths c a b i n e t  w a s  a f r s i c j  

t h e  c o n f i s c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  O r i e n t a l  R a i l w a y  t r a , . f ~ r s -  

ing B u l g a r i a ,  b e i n g  p redorn ina r  t l y  A u s t r i a n  o w n e d ,  c o u l d  c a u s e  

f r i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  g o v e r n m e n t s .  A s  a r e s u l t  Nr, L i a o t c + e f f ,  

t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  Commerce ,  was  s e c r e t l y  s e n t  t o  V i e n n a  t o  t h r z s h  

o u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  tiie ~ u s t r i a n s . 3 8  The  m e e t i n g  w i t h  

A u s t r i a n  o f f i c i : , l s  f a i l e d  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  b u t  P r i n c e  

F e r d i n a n d ,  n o t  t o  mar t h e  f e s t i v e  o c c a s i o n  o f  h i s  v i s i t ,  

p r o m i s e d  B a r o n  d V A e h r e n t h a l ,  t h e  A u s t r i a n  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r ,  

t h a t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w o u l d  n o t  b e  s e t t l e d  a g a i n s t  A u s t r i a n  i n t s r e s t r ,  3 5 

On S e p t e m b e r  28 ,  P r i n c e  F e r d i n a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  S t , f i a  a ? ? ,  

t h e  n e x t  d a y ,  a t  a m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  t h e  d e c i s i o n  was t e k e n  

t o  p u r c h a s e  t h e  c o n c e s s i o n a r y  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  c o m p a n y ,  b u t  n o t  

b e f o r e  t h e  e n t i r e  c a b i n e t  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  r e s i g n  r a t h e r  t h a n  y i e l d  

i n  t h e  mat ter ,  a s  t h e  p r i n c e  was o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  i d e a .  On 

3 8 .  Buchanctn  t o  G r e y ,  S o f i a ,  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F .  C .  
3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No. 78. 
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September 30, a f t e r  a  s e r i e s  o f  l e n g t h y  c a b i n e t  m e e t i n g s ,  i t  

was a l s o  d e c i d e d  t o  d e c l a r e  t h e  c o m p l e t e  i ndependence  o f  , 
B u l g n r i a .  The c a b i n e t  s p e n t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  t i m e  a r g u i n g  

a b o u t  a s u i t a b l e  t i t l e  f o r  t h e  p r i n c e .  A good number o f  t h e  

members i n  t h e  c a b i n e t  o n l y  d e s i r e d  t o  d e c l a r e  B u l g a r i a  i ndepen -  

d e n t  w i t h o u t  t r y i n g  t o  change t h e  t i t l e  o r  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  

p r i n c e .  T h i s  s e n t i m e n t  was a l s o  s h a r e d  by s e c t i o n s  o f  B u l g a r i a n  

p u b l i c ,  a s  t h e y  were a f r a i d  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  expenses  t h a t  a 

r o y a l  c rown  m i g h t  e n t a i l ,  b u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  was n e v e r  d e b a t e d  

i n  p u b l i c .  

On O c t o b e r  3, t h e  m i n i s t e r s  l e f t  S o f i a  f o r  Ruschuk on  t h e  

B l a c k  Sea a n d  t h e y  were  j o i n e d  b y  t h e  p r i n c e  i n  h i s  y a c h t .  A 

C a b i n e t  C o u n c i l  o f  s e v e r a l  h o u r s 0  d u r a t i o n  was h e l d  a b o a r d  t h e  

y a c h t  and  t h e  p r i n c e  was r e l u c t a n t  t o  g i v e  h i s  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  

t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  Independence.  The c a b i n o t  once  a g a i n  thrmten- 

ed  t o  r e s i g n  en masse and  he f i n a l l y  gave  i n  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

* 
m o r n i n g ,  o n  O c t o b e r  5, B u l g a r i a  d e c l a r e d  h e r  i ndependence .  

Y The d e c l a r a t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  w i t h  g r e a t  pomp a t  T i r n o v o  
t h e  a n c i e n t  c a p i t a l  o f  t h o  B u l g a r i a n  Emp i re .  F e r d i n a n d  
was met  b y  t h e  l o c a l  o f f i c i ~ l s  a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n  
a n d  h e  p r o c e e d e d  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  c h u r c h  o f  t h e  F o r t y  
m a r t y r s .  A t  t h e  end  o f  a  s h o r t  s o r v i c e ,  t h e  m a n i f e s t o  
was r e a d  p r o c l a i m i n g  R u l g a r i a  an i n d e p e n d e n t  k ingdom.  
N a l i n o v ,  t h e  P r e m i e r ,  t h e n  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  p r i n c e  t o  a c c e p t  
t h e  t i t l e  o f  F e r d i n a n d  I, Tsar  o f  B u l g a r i a .  The same 
day  a t e l e g r a m  was s e n t  t o  t h o  S u l t a n  j u s t i f y i n g  t h e  a c t  
a s  a consequence  o f  t h e  d e s i r e  o f  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  n a t i o n  
and  a l s o  t o  remove t h o  causes  t h a t  h n d  e s t r a n g e d  t h e  two 
gove rnmen ts  f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t i m e .  As was t o  be 
e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  Grand V i z i e r ' s  r e p l y  e x p r e s s e d  a s t o n i s h -  
ment  a n d  r e g r e t  a t  t h i s  opon v i o l a t i o n  o f  an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
t r e a t y .  
Soo Buchanan t o  Grey,  S o f i a ,  Oc tobe r  14 ,  1908, i n  F. 0.  
371/553, No. 0 4 ,  



To sum u p ,  i n  a p e r i o d  o f  two U J E ~ ~ S  t h o  B u l q a r i o n  p u b l i c  became 

e n g r o s s a d  by t h o  G u s s h o v  i n c i d e n t ,  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h o  Bul-  

g a r i a n  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y  by  o r d e r  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  

r e c e p t i o n  o f  P r i n c e  F e r d i n a n d  by t h e  E m p e r ~ r  o f  A u s t r i a  o n  t h e  

f o o t i n g  o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  s o v a r e i ~ n ,  Tho t h r e o  q u e s t i o n s  were 

s e p a r a t e  i n  t h e m s e l v e s ,  b u t  i t  w a s  e x p l o i t e d  by  M a l i n o v l s  

c a b i n e t  i n t o  a g e n e r a l  d e s i r o  f o r  n a t i o n a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  I t  

w a s  i r o n i c  t h a t  when P r i n c e  F e r d i n a n d  e v o l v e d  a s i m i l a r  p l a n  

i n  1907 f o r  h i s  a c c l a m a t i o n  a s  t h e  K i n g  i n  T i r n o v o  h e  was 

r e s i s t e d  by a n  u n s y m p a t h e t i c  p u b l i c  t h a t  a c c u s e d  h i m  o f  b e i n g  

m o t i v a t e d  by s e l f - i n t e r e s t  a n d  n o t  t h o  w e l f a r e  o f  h i s  p e o p l e ,  

Yet, w i t h i n  a f e w  w e e k s  i n  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 0 8 ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

a b o v e - r n e n t 5 o n e d  i n c i d e n t s ,  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w e r e  d r a s t i c a l l y  

r e v e r s e d  a n d  B u l g a r i a  w a s  a b l e  t o  d e c l a r e  h e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  

D u r i n g  t h e  c r i s e s  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1908,  b e t w e e n  B u l g a r i a  

a n d  T u r k e y ,  t h e  O t t o m a n  g o v e r n m e n t  made  a n u m b e r  o f  c o n c e s s i o n s .  

On S e p t e m b e r  23, R e f i k  Bey,  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  

O t t o m a n  c o m m i s s i o n  i n  S o f i a  p a i d  P a p r i k o v  a v i s i t  w i t h  a 

m e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  G r a n d  V iz i e r ,  4 0  I n  t h i s  m e s s a g e  Kiamil 

s t e a d f a s t l y  h e l d  t o  h i s  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  

a g e n t  h a d  n e v e r  f o r m e d  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  body  a n d  f o r  h i s  

a t t e n d i n g  a n  o f f i c i a l  c e r e m o n y  o n  a q u a 1  f o o t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  

h e a d s  o f  m i s s i o n s  h e  c o u l d  o n l y  t h a n k  t h e  m i s t a k e s  o f  p a l a c e  

40,  Buclrannn t o  G r e y ,  S o f i a ,  S e p t o m b e r  30, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F ,  0, 
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f u n c t i o n a r i e s .  C u r i o u s l y  enough, t h e  v e r y  n e x t  day, t h e  

T u r k i s h  c a b i n e t  r e v i s e d  i t s  e a r l i e r  d e c i s i o n .  R e f i k  was 

asked  t o  communicate t o  P a p r i k o v  t h a t  Turkey,  i n  f u t u r e ,  w o u l d  

a c c o r d  t h o  same r i g h t s  t o  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  envoy a s  was a c c o r d e d  

t o  t h e  heads  o f  o t h e r  m i s s i o n s  and embassies. P a p r i k o v  r e f u s e d  

t o  a c c e p t  t h i s  commun ica t i on  o f  a p o l o g y  i n  v i e w  o f  what  h a d  t r a n s -  

s p i r e d  e a r l i e r  between t h e  two governments as he  f o u n d  i t  d i f f i -  

c u l t  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  e n u n c i a t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  communi- 

c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l a t t e r  one. The B u l g a r i a n  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  

a d v i s e d  RefJk t o  g e t  h i s  government  t o  d e f i n e  e x a c t l y  what t h e  

P o r t e  t h o u g h t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  a g e n t  i n  C o n s t a n t i -  

n o p l e  n i g h t  be, i n s t e a d  o f  v a c i l l a t i n g  f r o m  one p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  

o t h e r .  T h i s  way P a p r i k o v  was a b l e  t o  buy t i m e  t o  keep t h e  con- 
* 

t r o v e r s y  g o i n g ,  Turkey a l s o  made a n o t h e r  c o n c e s s i o n  by  p r o m i s -  

i n g  t o  t r a n s f e r  t h e  l e a s e  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y  f r o m  t h e  company t o  t h e  

B u l g a r i a n  government,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  l a t t e r  a g r e e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  

41. Buchanan t o  Grey, S o f i a ,  September 25, 1908, i n  F .  0. 
371/550, No. 23, 

* m r .  m a l i n o v  was o u t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  a t  t h i s  t i m e  and 
P a p r i k o v  was t h e  a c t i n g  p r e m i e r ,  O s t e n s i b l y ,  t o  
e l u c i d a t e  t h e  m a t t e r ,  P a p r i k o v  r e q u e s t e d  a copy 
o f  t h e  f i r s t  n o t e  o f  t h e  2 3 r d  wh ich  was r e a d  o u t  
t o  h i m  by R e f i k  Bey. He a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  h o  c o u l d  
n o t  t a k e  any a c t i o n  t i l l  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  M a l i n o v  
t o  S o f i a ,  M a l i n o v  r e t u r n e d  o n l y  on t h e  2 9 t h  a n d  
t h e  v e r y  n e x t  day t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  d e c l a r e  indepen-  
denco was taken .  Henco, we c o u l d  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was no  way t h o  Turks  on  t h e i r  own c o u l d  have 
a v e r t o d  s B u l g a r i a n  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  independence.  



l i n e  back t o  t h e  company f o r  a  tempora ry  p e r i o d  and  t h u s  n o t  

i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  T u r k i s h  r i g h t s .  42 Turkey wanted t h e  q u o s f i o n  

t o  be s e t t l e d  t h r o u g h  n e g o t i a t i o n s  and n o t  by  c o n f i s c a t i o n .  

The p r o p o s a l  had  no immedia te  i m p a c t  on t h e  B u l g a r i a n  govern-  

men t. 

By l a t e  September 1908, i t  was common knowledge among 

d i p l o m a t s  i n  S o f i a  t h a t  a scheme f o r  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  indepen-  

dence was a f o o t  i n  B u l g a r i a .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  r a p i d i t y  w i t h  

w h i c h  it was announced cane a s  a  g r e a t  s u r p r i s e  t o  everyone,  

On Octobor  2 ,  Buchanan warned P a p r i k o v  t h a t  a  D e c l a r e  t i o n  

o f  Independence m i g h t  l e a d  t o  a  d i s a s t r o u s  war i n  wh ich  B u l g a r i a  
1 

c o u l d  f i n d  h o r s e l f  p i t t e d  a g a i n s t  a u n i t e d  Turkey,  wh ich ,  i n  t h e  

l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  wou ld  do irnrnoasurable harm t o  h e r  i n t e r e s t s .  43 

Grey warned t h e  B u l g a r i a n  a g e n t  i n  London t h a t  B r i t a i n  had  

welcomed t h o  new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  Turkay  and  t h a t  she was 

d e t e r m i n e d  t o  do a l l  i n  h e r  power t o  mako t h e  new r e f o r r . , ~  a 

success.  44 Grey f u r t h e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  h i s  governmant  'would 

have no sympathy f o r  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  government  i n  q u e s t i o n s  

r a i s e d  a r b i t r a r i l y  by thorn wh ich  wou ld  be l i k e l y  t o  d e f e a t  t h e  

r e f o r m  movement, wh ich  h a d  made such a happy b e g i n n i n g  i n  Tur- 

key,  and, any a t t e m p t s  i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  w o u l d  b e  g r e a t l y  

42. Grey t o  B e r i e ,  L a s c o l l e s ,  N i c o l s o n ,  Goschen and  E g e r t o n ,  
F o r o i g n  O f f i c e ,  undated,  i n  f .  0. 371/550, No. 145. 

43. Buchanon t o  Grey, S o f i a ,  October  3, 1908, i n  F. 0. 
371/550, No. 35. 

44 , Grey t o  Buchannn, F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ,  September 28, 1908, 
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r e s e n t e d  b ;  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .  "45 Both  F r a n c e  

a n d  R u s s i ~  s i m i l c r l y  t r i e d  t o  d i s s u a d e  B u l g a r i a  f r o m  d e c l a r i n g  

i n d e p e n d e n c e .  The German F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  H e r r  S t e m r i c h ,  

h a d  e a r l i e r  a d v i s e d  t h e  a g e n t  i n  S o f i a  t o  p r o t e s t  i n  s t r o n g  

terms t h e  B u l g a r i a n  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  o r i e n t  r a i l w a y .  4 6  on 

t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  B u l g a r i a n  i n d e p e n d e n c e  t h e r e  was c o n s i d e r a b l e  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  i d e a  i n  German d i p l o m a t i c  c i r c l e s .  Von N a r s c h a l l  

i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a d v i s e d  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  make s t r o n g  r e p r e -  

s e n t a t i o n s  i n  S o f i a .  The r u m o u r  a b o u t  t h e  i m p e n d i n g  a n n e x a t i o n  

o f  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a  by A u s t r i a  was r i f e  a t  t h i s  t ime a n d  

i t  w a s  s t r o n g l y  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  t a c i t l y  s u p p o r t e d  
U 

B u l g a r i a n  a s p i r a t i o n s .  B e c a u s e  o f  G e r m a n y ' s  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  

A u s t r i a ,  Bulow a n d  S t e m r i c h  were h e s i t a n t  t o  f o l l o w  Von Mars-  

c h a l l ' s  a d v i c e ;  i n s t e a d  t h e y  a d o p t e d  a 'wa i t  a n d  seee  a t t i t u d e  

t o w a r d s  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  q u e s t i o n .  D e s p i t e  t h e  p r e s s u r e s  f r o m  

B r i t a i n ,  F r a n c e  a n d  R u s s i a ,  w i t h i n  a m o n t h  o f  t h e  G u e s h o v  

i n c i d e n t ,  B u l g a r i a  d e c l a r e d  h e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  h e n c e  t h e  

4 5 .  I b i d .  

4 6 .  L a s c e l l o s  t o  G r e y ,  B e r l i n ,  O c t o b e r  4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F  0, 3 7 1 / 5 5 0 ,  No. 51, 



* 
r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  s u r p r i s e  i n  d i p l o m a t i c  c i r c l e s .  

A t  t h e  t i m o  o f  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  Indopendnnce, B u l g a r i a  

had a b o u t  100,000 men under  arms and  f o r  inexplicable r e a s o n s  

she somehow e x p e c t e d  an  e a r l y  r e c o g n i t i o n  f r o m  Turkey and t h e  

powers. B u l g a r i a  d i d  n o t  d e s i r e  a  war, n o r  d i d  t h e y  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  Turkey w o u l d  r e g a r d  t h e  s t e p  a s  a casus  b e l l j .  B u t  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  she c r e a t e d  b r o u g h t  war w i t h i n  s i g h t ,  s i n c e  

t h e r e  was much h o s t i l i t y  t o  t h e  independence movement i n  

Turkey. B u l g a r i a  was u n p r e p a r e d  t o  g i v e  Turkey t i m e  f o r  

m i l i t a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  a s  h e r  o n l y  chance o f  success  l a y  i n  a  

s h o r t  war ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  so  went t h e  argument )  w i t h o u t  g i v i n g  

4 t  The e v e n t  was a l s o  v iawed  w i t h  g r e a t  a n x i o t y  by 
d i p l o m a t s  i n  S o f i a .  I n  t h e  words  o f  Buchanan "How 
l o n g  t h i s  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  l i k e l y  t o  l a s t  when t h e  
f i r s t  enthusdasm has  b lown  o v e r  and  when t h e  
c o u n t r y  has  h a d  t h e  t i m e  t o  c o u n t  t h e  c o s t  i s  
a n o t h e r  m a t t e r .  I have a l r e a d y  p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  
p r e v i o u s  despatches ,  t h e  seve rance  o f  t h e s e  t i e s  
f rom b a s s a l a g e  c o u l d  have been a c c o m p l i s h e d  by  
means o f  a  f r i e n d l y  a r rangement  between t h e  two 
S t a t e s ,  w o u l d  u n d o u b t e d l y  have  removed many causes  
o f  f r i c t i o n  t h a t  have so l o n g  endangered t h e  main- 
t enance  o f  peace. U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  howover, t h e  
Gueshov i n c i d e n t ,  c o n v i n c e d  B u l g a r i a  t h a t  u n d e r  
t h e  new r e g i m e  h e r  s t a t u s  a s  Vassa l  S t a t e  was t o  
be a c c e n t u a t e d ,  and t h a t  i f  she a l l o w e d  t h e  
f a v o u r a b l a  moment t o  pass  she m i g h t  n o t  be  a b l e  
t o  e n f r a n c h i s e  h e r s e l f  f o r  yea rs ,  Her d e s i r e  t o  
a c q c ~ i r e  t h e  same indopenden t  s t a t u s  a s  t h e  o t h e r  
e m s i ~ c i p a t e d  Ba lkan  S t a t e s  was, n o  doubt ,  a  n a t u r a l  
one, b u t  n e i t h e r  t h e  moment n o r  h e r  mode o f  p r o -  
c e d u r e  was w e l l  c a l c u l a t e d .  Her semi- independence,  
moreover,  s a t  so  l i g h L l y  on  h e r  t h a t  i t  h a r d l y  
a f f o r d o d  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  o x p o s i n g  h o r s e l f ,  t h e  
Balkrans and Europe t o  t h e  dangers  wh ich  t h e  a c t i o n  
has c o n j u r o d  up." 

See Ruchnnan t o  Grey, S o f i a ,  October  14, 1908, i n  
F. 0. 371/553, No, 84. 



197. 
t h e  enemy t h o  t ime t o  m o b i l i z o .  M o r e o v o r ,  B u l g a r i a  was  i n  n o  

e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n  t o  k e e p  a n  a r m y  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  p e r p o t u a l  

r e a d i n e s s  f o r  war .  Shn was a v e r s e  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  t a k i n g  ~ l a r t  

i n  a  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  t o  d o c i d e  t h e  f a t o  o f  h e r  d e c l a r a -  

t i o n  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  B u l g a r i a  f e a r e d  t h a t  a  p r o p o s e d  c o n f o r e n c e  

w o u l d  o f f e r  T u r k e y  s u f f i c i e n t  t ime t o  m o b i l i z e  a n d  s h e  f e l t  no  

c o n f i d e n c e  i n  w i n n i n g  a  p r o t r a c t e d  war .  Yet s h e  c o u l d  n o t  t a k e  

a s t e p  b a c k w a r d s  a n d  a n n u l  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e ,  w h i c h  

was a m e a s u r e  t h a t  n o b o d y  i n  B u l g a r i a  d e s i r e d .  B u l g a r i a  h a d  

t h r e e  alternatives - t o  s u b j e c t  h e r s e l f  unconditionally t o  t h e  

d e c i s i o n s  o f  a c o n f e r e n c e ,  t o  n e g o t i a t e  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  T u r k e y ,  o r  

t o  p r e s e n t  a n  u l t , i m a t u m  a t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  - a l l  o f  w h i c h  were 

d i f f i c u l t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  e n d  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  p r o v o c a t i o n  c o u l d  t u r n  

t h e  s c a l e s  t o w a r d .  w a r .  D u r i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  w e e k s  a f t e r  t h e  

d e c l a r a t i o n  no  a t t e m p t s  w e r e  made t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t a c t s  i n  a n y  

o f  t h e  a b o v e  t h r e e  d i r e c t i o n s .  

On O c t o b e r  1 2 ,  Turkey s t a r t e d  t o  c a l . 1  u p  r e s e r v i s t s  f r o m  

A n a t o l i a  a n d  Macedon ia  a n d  i t  was d o n e  p u r e l y  a s  a p r e c a u t i o n a r y  

m e a s u r e .  47 Only 3 5 , 0 0 0  t r o o p s  were m o b i l i z e d 4 '  a g a i n s t  Bul-  

g a r i a ' s  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  men u n d e r  arms. A t t e m p t s  were made t o  s t r e n g t h -  

en  t h e  g a r r i s o n s  i n  A d r i a n o p l e ,  M o n a s t i r ,  S a l o n i c a  a n d  C o n s t a n t i -  

n o p l e ,  49  P r o t e s t  m e e t i n g s  were h e l d  a l l  o v e r  K a c e d o n i a  a n d  

4 7  . Bertie t o  G r e y ,  P a r i s ,  O c t o b e r  1 7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 /  
5 5 3 ,  No. 7 3 ,  A l s o  Lamb t o  G r e y ,  S a l o n i c a ,  O c t o b e r  1 7 ,  
1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 371 /553 ,  unnumbered .  

48 .  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l o ,  O c t o b e r  1 7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F, 0. 371 /553 ,  No. 337 .  

43 .  Lowthor  t o  G r e y ,  T h o r a p i a ,  O c t o b n r  1 3 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F, 0 ,  
3 7 1 / 5 5 3 ,  No. 660.  



t h e  E m p i r e  a g a i n s t  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  R u l g s r i a  a n d  A u s t r i a  i n  t h e  

R a l k a n s .  The l o c a l  b r a n c h e s  o f  Young Turk  C o m m i t t e e s  i n  

M a c e d o n i a - S a l o n i c a ,  f l o n a s t i r ,  Uskub  s n d  o t h e r  t o w n s  a n d  c i t i e s  - 
d e m a n d e d  a  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  w a r  o n  B u l g a r i a ,  i n  c a s e  o f  f a i l u r e  

t o  a t t a i n  a d e q u a t e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  f r o m  t h e  l a t t e r ,  a f t e r  a c o n f e r -  

e n c e  o f  t h e  p 2 ~ e r s  h a d  met. 50 T h e r e  was n o  c l a m o u r  f o r  a n  

i m m e d i a t e  d e c l a r : ? t i o n  o f  war by t h e  Young T u r k s  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  

a n d  t h 6  new. o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  was r e c e i v e d  w i t h  m i x e d  f e e l i n g s  by 

N a c e d o n i a n  B u l g a r s ,  51 Many o p e n l y  d o u b t e d  t h e  wisdom o f  t h e  

move,  52 I n  As ia t i c  T u r k e y  - A l e p p o ,  J e r u s a l e m ,  D a m a s c u s ,  

E r z e r u m ,  B u r s a  a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  - i n  many czses ,  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  

were h e l d  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o n s u l a t e ,  w h i l e  t e l e g r a m s  o f  

p r o t e s t  were a d d r e s s e d  t o  t h e  s i g n a t o r i e s  o f  t h e  T r e a t y  o f  Ber- 

l i n ,  Much o f  t h e  p r o t e s t s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  s a m e  p a t t e r n  a s  i n  

A d r i a n o p l e ,  d e s c r i b e d  by M a j o r  Samsun 

" A  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  t own  c o n v o k e d  
by t h e  Mayor was h e l d  i n  a p a r k  on  t h e  o u t s k i r t s  
t h i s  a f t e r n o o n .  S p e e c h e s  w e r e  d e l i v e r e d  by  t h e  
Mayor ,  by  F e h i m  E f e n d i ,  a  l e a d i n g  H a j a  a n d  
v a r i o u s  o t h e r  p e r s o n s .  The t e n o u r  o f  t h e s e  s p e e c h e s  
was t o  u r g e  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  r e m a i n  calm u n d e r  t h e  
p r o v o c a t i o n  c a u s e d  by t h e  a c t s  o f  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  

50, S a t o w  t o  Lamb, Uskub ,  O c t o b e r  1 0 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  e n c l o s u r e  1 
in L o w t h e r  t o  G r c y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  O c t o b e r  13, 1 9 0 C ,  
i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 3 ,  No. 666. 

51. I b i d ,  

52 .  I b i d .  



a n d  t h e  A u s t r o - H u n g a r i a n  g o v e r n m e n t s ,  a n d  t o  
await  t h o  n c t i o n  o f  t h e  G r e a t  P o w e r s  i n  t h e  
matter.  Tho s p o a k e r s  w e r e  u n i t e d  i n  o p p o s i n g  
a r e s o r t  t o  t h e  a r b i t r a m e n t  o f  arms, a n d  
p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  s u c h  a c o u r s e  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  
h a v e  t h e  a f f e c t  o f  destroying t h e  now f o u n d  
l i b e r t y  o f  T u r k o y .  ------ A n o t i c e a b l e  f e a t u r e  
OF t h e  m e e t i n g ,  a t  w h i c h ,  I am i n f o r m e d ,  some  
5000 p a r s o n s  were p r e s e n t ,  w a s  t h ~  a b s e n c e  o f  
o f f i c e r s ,  d u e  d o u b t l e s s  t o  t h e  r e c e n t  c i r c u l a r  
o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  War o n  t h e  s u b j e c t . *  Tho 
m e e t i n g  e x p r ~ s s e d  i t s e l f  a s  e n t i r e l y  a t  o n e  
w i t h  t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r s ,  a n d  i t  is 
l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  a c a l m i n g  e f f e c t  o n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  
w h i c h  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  a s k  w h e t h e r  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
p r o p o s e d  t o  q u i e t l y  a c q u i e s c e  i n  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  
B u l g a r i a  a n d  A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y ,  A l t h o u g h ,  t h e  
m e e t i n g  was c o n v e n e d  by t h e  M a y o r ,  I am i n c l i n e d  
t o  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  was i n  r e a l i t y  o r g a n i z e d  by t h e  
c o m r n i t t e e . " 5 3  

The T u r k i s h  p r e s s  was f u l l  o f  c a u t i o n .  War, a c c o r d i n g  t o  

t h e  p r e s s ,  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  p r e v i o u s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  1 8 7 6 ,  a n d  war 

w o u l d  l i k e l y  d e s t r o y  t h e  now C o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  war 

s h o u l d  be a v o i d e d  a t  a l l  c o s t .  The  B a l k a n  c k i s i s  w a s  a s c r i b e d  

* I n  m i d - S e p t e m b e r  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  War h a d  s e n t  a 
c i r c u l a r  t o  a l l  t h e  cornmandors  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  
g a r r i s o n s  a s k i n g  t h e m  t o  s t o p  t h e i r  o f f i c e r s  
f r o m  t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s .  The  
c i r c u l a r  was i n e f f e c t i v e  i n  m o s t  p l a c e s ,  b u t ,  
Nazim P a s h a ,  t h e  t o u g h  commander  o f  t h e  2 n d  
Army C o r p s  i n  A d r i a n o p l e ,  was r e m a r k a b l y  
s u c c e s s f u l  i n  b l o c k i n g  h i s  o f f i c e r s  f r o m  a n y  
f o r m  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  

53. C o n s u l  Samsun t o  L o u ~ t h e r ,  A d r i a n o p l e ,  O c t o b e r  1 0 ,  
1 9 0 8 ,  a n c l o s u r o  2 i n  L o u t h e r  t o  G r o y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  
O c t o b e r  13, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0.  3 7 1 / 5 5 3 ,  No. 667, 



by t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  t o  t h o  d e f e c t s  o f  t h e  o l d  r e g i m e .  Undor  

H a m i d i a n  d e s p o t i s m ,  t h e  B a l k a n  n a t i o n s  w i t h  d e s i g n s  o n  , 
I 

f l a c e d o n i a  were c o n t e n t  t o  w a i t ,  c o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  T u r k e y  was d i g g i n g  h e r  own g r a v e .  The s u c c e s s  o f  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  movernont i n  T u r k e y  c h a n g e d  t h e  c o u r s e  

o f  t h e  E m p i r o  f r o m  o n e  o f  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  t o  r e j u v e n a t i o n  

a n d  T u r k e y ' s  e n o m i e s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e i r  o n l y  c h a n c e  o f  

s u c c e s s  l a y  i n  s e i z i n g  t h o  a r e a s  b e f o r e  t h e  f o r m e r  h a d  t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e ,  B u l g a r i a  h a d  f o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  

w h i l e  v i r t u a l l y  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  made t h e  m o s t  o f  h e r  v a s s a l  

p o s i t i c ~ n  f o r  e c o n o m i c  p u r p o s e s  a n d  A u s t r i a  f o u n d  i n  t h e  n e w T u r k i s h  

reg imc-  a t e r r i b l e  inconvenience a n d  b a t w e e n  t h e  two t h e y  

d e c i d e d  t o  d e a l  i t  a d e a t h  b l o w  w i t h  a n  a g g r e s s i v e  p o l i c y .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  a t t a i n  t h i s  e n d ,  A u s t r i a  a n d  B u l g a r i a  certainly 

w o u l d  h a v e  t o  p r o v o k e  T u r k e y  i n t o  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  s t u p i d  

a n d  n o t h i n g  w o u l d  be  mora  s u i c i d a l  t h a n  a n  i m m e d i a t e  r e s o r t  

i+ t o  w a r f a r e ,  Onco T u r k e y  s t a r t e d  m o b i l i z i n g  P r i n c e  F e r d i n a n d ,  

The f o l l o w i n g  e x t r a c t s  f r o m  Ikdam a n d  T a n i n  
e x p r e s s e d  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  m o d e r a t i o n  on  t h e  
p a r t  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  p r e s s .  W r o t e  A l i  Kemal 
i n  t h e  Ikdam o f  O c t o b o r  1 3 t h .  "The E a s t e r n  
q u e s t i o n  i s  now e n t e r i n g  a new p h a s e .  The 
m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  S t a t e s  o f  E u r o p e  a r e  f a v o u r -  
a b l e  t o  u s  a n d  w i s h  t o  see  j u s t i c e  d o n e  t o  
u s .  The  c a t f s o  o f  t h i s  c h a n g e  i n  t h e  a t t i -  
tud r l  o f  t h e  Great P o w e r s  i s  t h o  d e c l a r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n - - - - -  In  t r y i n g  



t o  f i n d  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  E a s t e r n  Q u o s t i o n  
t h e  P o w e r s  w i l l  n o t  t o l e r a t e  a n y  h o s t i l e  
a c t i o n s  o n  o u r  p a r t ,  E u r o p e  h a s  now d i s -  
c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  w i l l  s o l v e  t h e  
p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  e a s i e s t  a n d  t h e  q u i c k e s t  way 
- - - - -Be fo re  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  t h e  p o w e r s  were 
v i e i n g  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  s e i z i n g  p o r t i o n s  
o f  o u r  t e r r i t o r y  a n d  h a d  a l m o s t  d e c i d e d  o n  
b a n i s h i n g  u s  e n t i r a l y  f r o n ~  E u r o p e  a n d  s e n d -  
i n g  u s  b a c k  t o  A s i a .  The  c o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  
now p u t  a n  e n d  t o  t h e s s  p r o j e c t s - - - - - W e  
m u s t  s h o w  E u r o p e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  t h e  
i n t e r v a l  w h i c h  w i l l  e l a p s e  b e f o r e  a c o n f e r e n c e  
i s  summonef i ,  t h a t  o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  h a s  a 
s o u n d  b a s i s  a n d  t h a t  we a r e  s i n c e r e l y  a n x i o u s  
t o  a p p l y  i t  t o  t h e  ful l - - - - -We m u s t  p r e s e r v e  
o u r  c o n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  a n y  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  o l d  
r e g i m e  ~ o u l d  b e  f a t a l  t o  u s . "  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  T s n i n ,  t h e  m o u t h p i e c e  o f  C.U.P.,  
" o u r  s t r e n g t h  t o d a y  a n d  o u r  p r o s p e c t s  o f  
s a f e l y  e m e r g i n g  f r o m  t h e  c r i s i s  a r e  i n  p r o -  
p o r t i o n  t o  o u r  m o d o r a t i o n  a n d  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  
t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  B u t  i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  c r i s i s  
we h a v e  t w o  firm f r i e n d s  - E n g l a n d  whom we 
h a v e  n e v e r  c e a s e d  t o  l o v e ,  a n d  F r a n c e  w h o s e  
f o n d n e s s  f o r  f r e e d o m  a n d  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  
e n t e n t t -  c o r d i a l e  w i l l  i n d u c e  h e r  t o  f o l l o w  
E n g l a n d ' s  l e a d .  I t  i s  r u m o u r e d  t h a t  R u s s i a  
a l s o  h a s  d e s i g n s  o n  t h e  B e r l i n  T r e a t y ,  b u t  
we c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  w i t h o u t  c o n f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  
s h e  w i l l  o p p o s e  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  h e r  a l l y  - F r a n c e . "  
T h u s  by f o l l o w i n g  a m o d e r a t e  p o l i c y ,  a r g u e d  t h e  
t w o  n e w s p a p e r s ,  T u r k c y  w o u l d  e n l i s t  t h e  s u p p o r t  
o f  h e r  f r i e n d s ,  who o t h e r w i s e  w o u l d  b e  t e m p t e d  
t o  d e s e r t  h e r  r a n k s ,  

The  e x t r a c t  f r o m  Ikdam see ,  e n c l o s u r e  3 i n  L o w t h e r  
t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  O c t o b e r  13, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0 ,  
3 7 1 / 5 5 3 ,  No. 667 ,  a n d  T a n i n  s e e  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  
T h e r a p i a ,  O c t o b e r  1 4 ,  1908,  i n  F. 0 .  371/553, 
No. 668, 



u n l i k e  many o f  h i s  o f f i c o r s  and m i n i s t o r s ,  t h o u g h t  t w i c e  

a b o u t  waging a war. 54 On Octobor  16, h e  s e n t  a  t e l e g r a m  t o  

t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  France,  ~ a l l i ; r e s ,  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  

t o  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  Turkey.  55 T h i s  communica t ion  i n  t u r n  was 

shown t o  B r i t i s h  and Russ ian  f o r e i g n  o f f i c e s  and t h e  P r i n c e  

r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  powers app roach  Turkey and  c o n v i n c e  

h e r  t h a t  n e g o t i a t i o n  wou ld  be i n  h e r  i n t e r e s t .  I t  was i n  t h i s  

communica t ion  t o  P r e s i d e n t  F a l l i e r e s  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  s e t t l i n g  

t h e  d i s p u t e  w i t h  Turkey  by p a y i n g  h e r  a  compensat ion  was f i r s t  

sugges ted  by P r i n c e  Fe rd inand .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  P r i n c e  had  

s e n t  t h e  message t o  f a l l i L r e s  a t  h i s  own i n i t i a t i v e  w i t h o u t  

c o n s u l t i n g  h i s  c a b i n e t .  f l a l i n o v  was t o l d  o n l y  a  few days  

a f t o r  t h e  despa tch  o f  t h e  cornmunicat ion.  As a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  

c a b i n e t  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  Turkey had no f i n a n c i a l  c l a i m s  on 

B u l g a r i a  and t h e  P r i n c e  was s o l e l y  t o  be h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e ,  

n e i t h e r  t h e  c a b i n e t  n o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  B u l g a r i a ,  f o r  t h e  

message t o  F a l l i b r e s .  
57 

The government  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  

P r i n c e  had no  r i g h t  t o  engage i n  such m a t t e r s  w i t h o u t  p r i o r  

c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  c a b i n e t .  They were a l s o  a f r a i d  t h a t ,  

54 . N i c o l s o n  t o  Grey, S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  October  17, 1908, 
i n  F. 0, 371/553, No. 206. 

55. I b i d .  

56. Buchanun t o  Grey, S o f i a ,  O c t o b ~ r  19, 1900, i n  f. 0. 
371/553, No. 58. 

57. I b i d .  



i n  case  t h e y  y i e l d e d  o n  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i s s u e ,  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  

* 50 p r e s s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  w o u l d  t r y  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  , 
I t  was o n l y  a f t e r  a s e r i e s  o f  d i s c u s s i o n s ,  d i p l o m a t i c  p r e s s u r e s  

a n d  p o l i t i c a l  e x i g e n c i e s ,  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  m i d - O c t o b e r  t o  mid- 

D e c e m b e r ,  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  o f  c o m p e n s a t i n g  T u r k e y  was f i n a l l y  

a c c e p t e d  by  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  c a b i n e t .  I n i t i a l l y ,  P a p r i k o v ,  t h e  

B u l g a r i a n  f o r e i g n  ~ ~ i n i s t e r ,  o n l y  a g r e e d  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

o f  d i s b a n d i n g  t h e  r e s e r v i s t s  a n d  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  d i r e c t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

w i t h  t h e  P o r t e  o n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  r a i l w a y  p r o b l e m .  He 

c o m p l e t e l y  r u l e d  o u t  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a n y  c o m p e n s a t i o n  f o r  

T u r k e y .  B r i t a i n  a n d  F r a n c e  p u t  a g o o d  d e a l  o f  p r e s s u r e  o n  

* P r i n c e  F e r d i n a n d  was n o t  e n t i r e l y  w i t h o u t  s u p p o r t  i n  
h i s  a c t i o n s ,  The Army C h i e f  o f  S t a f f ,  Ma j o r - G e n e r a l  
S a r o f f ,  b a c k o d  F e r d i n a n d  i n  h i s  e f f o r t s ,  I n  a c o n -  
v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  C o l o n e l  D u c a n e ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  m i l i t a r y  
a t t a c h e  i n  S o f i a ,  t h e  G e n e r a l  w e n t  o n  a t  g r e a t  l e n g t h s  
t o  p r a i s e  t h e  new T u r k i s h  r e g i m e  a n d  h e  was c l e a r l y  
a n x i o u s  t o  a v o i d  h o s t i l i t i e s  w i t h  T u r k e y .  S a r o f f  was  
c o n f i d e n t  o f  u ~ o r k i n g  o u t  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  a g r e e n e n t  
b e t w e e n  t h e  two  c o u n t r i e s ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  G r a n d  V iz i e r  
p r o m i s e d  a n  e v e n t u a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  B u l g a r i a  by  T u r k e y  
a t  s o m e  f u t u r o  d a t e .  U n d e r  s u c h  c o n d i t i o n s ,  B u l g a r i a  
w o u l d  b e  m o r e  t h a n  w i l l i n g  t o  p a y  T u r k e y  a j u s t  com- 
p e n s a t  i o n  f o r  d e c l a r i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  The  f o r m e r  a l s o  
a s k e d  f o r  a T u r k i s h  a s s u r a n c e  t h a t  s h e  w o u l d  c e a s e  h e r  
m i l i t a r y  p r e p a r a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  v i l a y e t  o f  
A d r i a n o p l e .  

F o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  S a r o f f  - D u c a n e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  s e e  
C o l o n e l  D u c a n c  t o  B u c h a n a n ,  S o f i a , O c t o b e r  1 4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
e n c l o s u r e  1 i n  B u c h a n a n  t o  G r e y ,  S o f i a ,  O c t o b e r  1 4 ,  
1908,  i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 3 ,  No. 8 5 .  

58. I b i d .  



P a p r i k o v  t o  c h a n g e  h i s  s t t i t u d o  o n  t h o  c o m p e n s a t i o n  i s s u o .  

They  made  it c l e a r  t h a t  i f  B u l g a r i a  r e s i s t e d  t h e  o p t i o n  t h e  

p o w e r s  u o u l d  b o  i n c l i n e d  t o  t a k e  a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  "no c o m p e n s a -  

t i o n ,  n o  r e c o g n i t i o n N .  F i n a l l y  P a p r i k o v  c o n c e d e d  by s t a t i n g  

t h a t  n o  o b j e c t i o n  w o u l d  b e  r a i s e d  t o  t h e  q u ~ s t i o n  b e i n g  r e f e r r e d  

t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f , t h e  p o w e r s  a t  a c o n f e r e n c e ,  But  t h e  f o r e i g n  

m i n i s t e r  s t i l l  h e l d  f a s t  t o  h i s  v i e w  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

s t a t e  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n  B u l g a r i a ,  h e  c o u l d  n o t  i n  a d v a n c e  

a g r e e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n .  The c o n f e r e n c e  c o u l d  

d i s c u s s  t h e  q u o s t i o n ,  b u t  s h o u l d  n o t  e x p e c t  a n y  g u a r a n t e e  f r o m  

B u l g a r i a  a h e a d  o f  t i m e .  

D e s p i t e  B u l g a r i a n  i n t r a n s i g e n c e  o n  t h e  c o m p e n s a t i o n  

i s s u e ,  B r i t a i n  a n d  F r a n c e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  p e r s i s t e d  w i t h  t h e i r  

a t t e m p t s  a t  b r i n g i n g  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e : ~ .  They  a r g u e d  

t h a t  i t  w o u l d  b e  t o  B u l g a r i a ' s  a d v a n t a g e  t o  s e t t l e  a l l  T u r k e y ' s  

c laims t o  c o m p e n s a t i o n  by t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  a l a r g e  lump  sum. 59 

T h i s  was  t h e  b e s t  way t h e  l a t t e r  c o u l d  a v o i d  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h o  

B u l g a r i a n  t r i b u t e  a n d  h e r  s h a r e  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  P u b l i c  D e b t  b e i n g  

s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  a  c o n f e r e n c e ,  60 I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a 

c o n f e r e n c e ,  i t  was a r g u e d ,  T u r k e y  c o u l d  make  s u c h  a g o o d  c a s e  

f o r  h e r s e l f  a n d  e x p e c t  a v e r d i c t  i n  h e r  f a v o u r  f r o m  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e .  

59. B u c h m a n  t o  G r e y ,  S o f i a ,  November 2 4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F, 0 .  3 7 1 /  
557, No* 1 0 0 .  

6 0 ,  I b i d .  



The i n i t i a l  B u l g a r i a n  r e s p o n s e  was t h a t  T u r k e y  w o u l d  n e v e r  

a c c e p t  a n y  sum t h a t  s h o  o f f e r e d  a n d  B r i t a i n  a n d  F r a n c e  

i m m e d i a t e l y  s e t  o u t  t o  r e m e d y  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  I n  a c o n v e r s a -  

t i o n  w i t h  R i f a t  P a s h a ,  t h e  T u r k i s h  a m b a s s a d o r  i n  L o n d o n ,  Grey 

a d v i s e d  h im n o t  t o  d i s p u t e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  f o r m ,  a s  i n  t h e  

case  o f  E a s t e r n  R u m e l i a ,  b u t  t o  f o r g e t  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  f o r m  

a n d ,  i n s t e a d ,  g e t  a s  much s u b s t a n c e  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  t h s  c h a n g e d  

c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l i t y .  I n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  e n d ,  

G r e y  s u g g o s t e d  t h a t  T u r k e y  a c c e p t  t h e  i d e a  o f  a lump sum a s  t h e  

c o m p e n s a t i o n  from 8 u l g a :  ia f o r  d e c l a r i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  He c a u -  

t i o n e d  R i f a a t  t h a t  "it w o u l d  b e  u n w i s e  t o  p r o l o n g  d i s p u t e s  

a b o u t  q u e s t i o n s  o f  f o r m s  a n d  s t i l  m o r e  u n w i s e  t o  g o  t o  w a r  

a b o u t  t hem.  62 * 

61 .  G r e y  t o  L o w t h e r ,  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ,  O c t o b e r  15, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F .  0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 3 ,  No. 4 3 4 .  

62. I b i d .  

Y I n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  T u r k e y  t o  a g r e e  q u i c k l y  on t h e  compsn-  
s a t i o n  i s s u e ,  G r e y  made a  n u m b e r  o f  g o o d  w i l l  g e s t u r e s  t o -  
w a r d s  h e r .  D u r i n g  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e f o r a s  i n  M a c e d o n i a  
( 1 9 0 3 - 1 9 0 7 )  t h e  p o u o r s  h a d  a g r e e d  t o  a t h r e e  p e r c e n t  
i n c r o a s e  i n  T u r k i s h  c u s t o m s ,  f r o m  8 t o l l  p e r c e n t ,  a n d  
G r e a t  B r i t a i n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s s e n t e d  t o  i t  o n l y  o n  c o n d i -  
t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  r e v e n u e  w o u l d  b e  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  
i m p r o v e m a n t  o f  t h o  M a c e d o n i a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  T u r k i s h  
c u s t o m - h o u s e s ,  A week a f t o r  G r e y  r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  
lump p a y m e n t  f r o m  B u l g a r i a ,  R i f a a t  a p p r o a c h e d  t h e  B r i t i s h  
f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  a g a i n  s e e k i n g  h i s  p e r s m i s s i o n  f o r  a f u r t h e r  
i n c r o a s e  o f  c u s t a n s  d u e s i n  t h e  Ot toman  E m p i r e .  G r e y  n o t  
o n l y  f a v o u r e d  t h e  p r o p o s a l ,  b u t  h e  a g r a e d  t o  t h e  P o r t e  h a v -  
i n g  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  r e v o n u e  a n d ,  a s  t o  t h o  e x a c t  r a t e  
o f  i n c r e a s e ,  h e  e n t i r e l y  l e f t  i t  u p  t o  t h e  P o r t e .  The o n l y  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n  h e  p u t  t o  R i r a a t  was t h a t  t h e  money s h o u l d  b e  
e m p l o y e d  i n  i n c r e a s i n q  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  o b j e c t s  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  
P o r t o  h a d  n l r o ' i d y  pledclod h n r  r e v o n u e .  T h i s  i n  i t s e l f  w a s  a 
vasuo q u a l i f i c a t i o n  a n d  o p e n  t o  v a r i e d  i n t o r p r e t a t i o n s .  See 
C o s c h n n  t o  G r o y ,  V i e n n a ,  O c t o b e r  2 1 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  i n  F .  0 .  371/553, 

ey t o  b o w t h ~ r ,  F o r a i g n  O f f i c o ,  O c t o b e r  2 0 ,  1908,  PP*  o"3?975f5, N O .  80. 



I n  November, t h e  B u l g a r i a n  F inance  M i n i s t e r ,  L i a p t c h e f f ,  went 

t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l ~  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  t e r m s  o f  t h e  compensat ion,.  63 

The Tu rks  a t  f i r s t  demanded 14  m i l l i o n  pouqds, b u t  L i a p t c h e f f  

i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  c o u n t e r c l a i m s  was a b l e  t o  b r i n g  down T u r k i s h  

demands t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  degreo w i t h o u t  any a c t u a l  s e t t l e m e n t  

on t h e  sum. 64 F i n a l l y  h e  p roposed  t h e  sum o f  1,520,000 pounds 

and i t  was supposed t o  have  c o v e r e d  t h e  t r i b u t e  f o r  E a s t e r n  

Rumel ia ,  t h e  O r i e n t a l  Ra i lway ,  q ~ a r a n t i n e ~ l i g h  thouse  and o t h e r  

dues. 65 L i a p t c h c - f f  a l s o  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  o f f e r  was b i n d i n g  

o n l y  i n  case o f  an immedia te  s o t t l e m e n t .  When Lowthe r  t o l d  

t h e  s p e c i a l  envoy ( t h i s  was t h e  B u l g a r i a n ' s  t i t l e  d u r i n g  h i s  

m i s s i o n  t o  ~ o n s t a n t j n o ~ l e )  t h a t  t h e  sum appeared a w f u l l y  s m a l l  

and L h a t  a  much h i g h e r  sum wou ld  be a d j u d i c a t e d  t o  Turkey by  

a  c o n f e r e n c e  h i s  r e p l y  was t h a t  " t h e  Turks  w o u l d  have t o  go 

t o  S o f i a  t o  f e t c h  i t .  *66 K i a r n i l  t o o k  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

m a t t e r  s h o u l d  be l e f t  t o  a  c o n f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  powers, a s  he  

c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  compensat ion  o f f e r e d  i nadequa te .  D u r i n g  t h e  

d i s c u s s i o n s ,  a l l  t a k e n  i n t o  accou:lt ,  t h e  Grand V i z i e r ' s  p o s i t i o n  

on  B u l g a r i a  was q u i t e  moderate.  He dropped a l l  p o l i t i c a l  

6 3 .  Lowther  t o  Grey, C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  November 30, 1908, i n  
F. 0. 371/557, No. 407. 

64. I b i d .  

6 5 .  I b i d .  

66. I b i d .  



c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a n d  was w i l . l l n g  t o  n c ( : o t i a t e  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  

r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  c o m p l ~ t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  P u l g a r i a  and E a s t e r n  

R u m e l i a ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  

p r o v i d e d  t h e  l a t t e r  a g r e e d  t o  a s a t i s f ' a c t o r y  f i n a n ' c i a l  accommo- 

d a t i o n .  I n  t h o  w o r d s  o f  G r e y  " T h i s  w a s  e v i d e n c e ,  o n  t h e  p a r t  

o f  t h e  T u r k s ,  o f  m o d e r a t i o n  a n d  a d e s i r e  t o  come t o  a f r i e n d l y  

s e t t l e m e n t ,  a n d  i t  w a s  a r e a s o n  f o r  B u l g a r i a  t o  b e  l i b e r a l  i n  
W 

f i n a n c i a l  c o m p e n s a t i o n  w h i c h  s h o  o f f e r e d .  67 * C e r t a i n l y ,  

Young T u r k s  s u c h  a s  Ahmed Riza a n d  Nazim Bey w a n t e d  t o  i m p o s e  

p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  b u t  t h i s  w a s  n o t  t h e  

a t t i t u d e  t a k e n  by t h e  G r a n d  V i z i e r  a n d  h i s  c a b i n e t . 6 8  

W h i l e  t h e s e  n e g o t a t i o n s  w e r e  t a k i n g  p l a c e  b e t w e e n  T u r k e y  

a n d  B u l g a r i a ,  t h e r e  w e r e  f r e q u e n t  r e p o r t s  o f  f r o n t i e r  i n c i d e n t s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s .  As a n  e x a m p l e ,  i n  November t w o  

6 7 .  G r e y  t o  B u c h a n a n ,  F o r e i g n  O f f i c e ,  D e c s m b e r  2 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 7 ,  No. 75. 

/ * I n  a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  c h a r g e  i n  L o n d o n ,  
G r e y  a l s o  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  h e  was u n s u r e  a s  t o  w h a t  T u r k e y  
w o u l d  a c c e p t  o r  r e j e c t  by  way o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  To q u o t e  
t h e  B r i t i s h  f o r e i g n  s e c r e t a r y  f u r t h e r  " I  t o l d  h i m  I c o u l d  
n o t  s a y  w h a t  t h e  T u r k s  w o u l d  a c c e p t .  I h a d  n o t  d i s c u s s e d  
d e t a i l s  w i t h  t h e m .  He m u s t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  I h a d  n o t  
b e e n  a d v o c a t i n g  t o  h i m  a n y t h i n g  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  T u r k e y ,  
o r  a n y t h i n g  I knew w h i c h  T u r k e y  w o u l d  a c c o p t .  I h a d  
a l r e a d y  d i s c o u r a g e d  T u r k e y  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h a  i n t r o d u c -  
t i o n  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  r e c o g r l i t i o n  o f  i n d e -  
p e n d a n c e .  I q u i t e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  a s  t h e r e  were d i f f i -  
c u l t i c s  o n  b o t h  s i d e s  a l l  t h e  s a c r i f i c e s  c o u l d  n o t  b e  o n  
one s i d e .  He s h o u l d  r emambor  t h a t  i f  B u l g a r i a  s e c u r e d  t h e  
r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  h e r  c o m p l e t e  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e n  a  l i b e r a l  
f i n a n c i a l  settlement c o u l d  n o t  b e  d i s c r e d i t a b l e  t o  h e r . "  
S e e  G r e y  t o  B u c h a n a n ,  F o r e i g n  O f f i c o ,  Docember  2 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 5 7 ,  No. 75. 
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i n c i d e n t s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h o  S s n j 3 k  o f  Drama. Some T u r k i s h  p e a s a n t s  

c u t t i n q  w i n t o r  f o d d e r  w e r n  s h o t  a t  by  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  F r o n t i e r  

g u a r d s  a n d ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  a  T u r k i s h  p e a s a n t  w a s  k i l l e d .  T u r k i s h  

o f f i c i a l s  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h o  s h o o t i n g  o c c u r r e d  i n s i d e  h e r  b o r d e r  

a n d  a c c u s e d  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  g u a r d s  o f  h a v i n g  c r o s s e d  i n t o  T u r k e y  

w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  t r a n s p o r t i n g  t h e  c o r p s e  t o  t h e i r  s i d e  o f  

t h e  f r o n t e r .  6 9  The t i m e l y  a r r i v a l  o f  a T u r k i s h  p a t r o l  g u a r d ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  T u r k i s h  s o u r c e s , s t a v s d  o f f  t h e  move a n d  t h e  Bul-  

g a r i a n s  were f o r c e d  t o  make  a h a s t y  r e t r e a t ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  c o r p s e  

b e h i n d .  In  a n o t h e r  i n c i d e n t ,  a T u r k i s h  s o l d i e r  was  a b d u c t e d  

a c r o s s  t h e  f r o n t i e r  a n d  t h e n  k i l l e d .  70 B u l g a r i a  r e f u t e d  t h e s e  

a l l e g a t i o n s ,  a n d  a s  is u s u a l  i n  s u c h  cases ,  a c c u s e d  T u r k e y  o f  

b o r d e r  v i o l a t i o n s .  The p r e s s  i n  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  s h o w e d  m o d e r a t i o n  

w h i l e  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  f r o n t i e r  i n c i d e n t s .  

One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  p l a g u e d  B u l g a r i a  w a s  t h e  e x t a n t  t o  

w h i c h  a s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  T u r k e y  w o u l d  s p e e d  u p  h e r  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  by t h e  p o w e r s .  D e s p i t e  a s e t t l e m e n t  w i t h  T u r k e y ,  

s h e  w a s  u n c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  t h e  p o w e r s  w o u l d  r e c o g n i z e  h e r  i n d e p e n -  

d e n t l y ,  w i t h o u t  c o n v e n i n g  a c o n f e r e n c e  f i r s t .  A u s t r i a  w a s  

o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  i d e a  o f  a  c o n f e r e n c e  a s  s h e  was n o t  p r e p a r e d  t o  

i n c l u d e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a  i n  t h e  a g e n d a ,  

69. Lamb t o  L o a t h e r ,  S a l o n i c a ,  N o v e r n b ~ r  20 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  e r f c l o s u r e  
1 i n  L o v ~ t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  November  2 7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F, o w  3 7 1 / 5 5 7 ,  No, 8 0 7 .  
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A u s t r i a  a r q u o d  t h n t  i t  was a m a t t e r  b e t w e o n  h e r  a n d  T u r k e y  a n d  

i t  c o u l d  be r e s o l v o d  o n l y  t h r o u g h  b i l a t e r a l  n e g o t a t i a n s .  B u t  

T u r k e y  h a d  p r o t a s t e d  t o  t h e  p o w e r s  a g a i n s t  B u l g a r i a n  d e c l a r a -  

t i o n  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  A u s t r i a n  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  

Bosn i a - H e r z e g o v i n a  a n d  d e s i r o d  t h a t  b o t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  b e  

s e t t l e d  by t h e  p o w e r s  a t  t h e  c o n f o r e n c s .  I t  w a s  a l s o  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  s a y  w h e t h e r  t h e  s o l u t i o n  o f  t h o  B u l g a r i a n  q u e s t i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  

s o l v o d  a u t o m a  t i c a l l y  t h e  3 o s n i a n  q u e s t i o n .  F i n n l l y  , B u l g a r i a  

was  t o l d  by  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  P r i t a i n ,  F r a n c e  a n d  R u s s i a  

t h a t  i f  A u s t r i a  c o n t i n u e d  t o  b l o c k  t h o  way t o  a  c o n f e r e n c e ,  t h e y  

w o u l d  f a v o u r  t h e  r e c o o n i t i o n  o f  h e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  b y  a n  e x c h a n a e  

o f  n o t e s ,  p r o v i d e d  a l l  h e r  d i f f e r e n c e s  ~ u i t h  T u r k e y  were s e t t l e d .  

No p r o m i s e  r ~ f  s e p a r a t e  a c t i o n  luas g i v e n  t o  B u l g a r i a ,  b u t  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a  s p e e d y r e c o g n i t i o n  made  h e r  m o r e  r e a s o n a b l e  

o n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  t h o u g h  i t  was  n o t  a p p a r e n t  b e f o r e  

J a n u a r y  1 9 0 9 ,  

The f i n a n c i a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  wore on  w i t h o u t  a n y  c h a n q e  

i n  B u l g a r i a ' s  a t t i t u d e  a n d ,  T u r k e y ,  o n  h e r  p a r t ,  s h o u ~ e d  n o  

w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  make  f u r t h e r  c o n c e s s i o n s .  B u c h a n a n  i n  S o f i a  

p u t  p r e s s u r e  o n  P a p r i k o v  t o  a c c e p t  T u r k e y ' s  r e d u c e d  demand  

f o r  & 4 , 9 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  b u t  t h e  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r  h i n t a d  t h a t ,  i f  n o t  

f o r  R r i t a i n ' s  s u p p o r t  o f  T u r k e y ,  t h e  l a t t e r  w o u l d  f o r e g o  h e r  



claims a n d  r e c o g n i z e  ~ h l ~ t i a ' c l r d e p o n d n e " .  B u c h a n a n  r e f u t e d  t h e  

t h e s i s  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  t h a t  i t  w a s  s o l e l y  d u e  t o  B r i t a i n ' s  
I 

g o o d  o f f i c e s  t h a t  T u r k e y  a b a n d o n e d  h e r  o r i g i n a l  claims o f  

$ 1 4  m i l l i o n .  
** F i n a l l y ,  t i r e d  o f  P a p r i k o v ' s  a t t i t u d e ,  B u c h a n a n  

t r i e d  t o  s i d e  s t e p  t h e  c a b i n a t  a l t o g e t h e r  a n d  n e g o t i a t e  d i r o c t l y  

t h r o u g h  t h e  P r i n c e .  71 F o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e ,  h e  a p p r o a c h e d  P r i n c e  

F e r d i n a n d ' s  p r i v a t e  s e c r e t a r y ,  D o b r o u i t c h ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  a 

T h e r e  was  a n  e l e m e n t  o f  t r u t h  i n  P a p r i k o v ' s  a c c u s a t i o n s ,  
E a r l i e r ,  Buchanan  h a d  c o m p l a i n e d  t o  G r e y  t h a t  t h e  
v i o l e n t l y  h o s t i l e  l a n g u a g e  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  p r e s s  was  
m a k i n g  h i s  work  d i f F i c u l t  i n  S o f i a ,  T h i s  reflection 
o f  B r i t i s h  p r e s s  a n d  p u b l i c  a p i n i o n  w a s ,  n a t u r a l l y  
e n o u g h ,  i n t e r p r e t e d  by P a p r i k o v  a s  a l s o  t h e  v i e w  o f  
o f f i c i a l  B r i t a i n ,  

++ I n  a s u b s e q u e n t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  P a p r i k o v ,  B u r h a n a n  
t o l d  h i m  th :* t  t h i s  c o n s t a n t  h e d g i n g  o f  t h e  q u o s t i o n  
o f  c o r n p e n s a :  i o n  b y  B u l g a r i a ,  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  u ~ o u l d  
o n l y  c a u s r .  h o r  m o r e  g r i e f .  The  l a c k  o f  r e c o g n i t i o n  
w o u l d  u n d L r m i n e  h e r  s t a n d i n g  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  monoy 
markets  a n d  t h i s  w \ , u l d  e v e n t u a l l y  l e a d  t o  s t a g n a t i o n  
o f  t r a d e .  I n  t h e  l a S t  a n a l y s i s ,  w a r n e d  B u c h a n a n ,  
B u l g a r i a  w o u l d  e n d  u p  b y  p a y i n g  a l a r g e r  c o m p e n s a t i o n  
t o  T u r k e y .  P a p r i k c v  h o l d  o n  t o  h i s  o r i g i n a l  p o s i t i o n .  
He i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a n y  f u r t h e r  c laims by T u r k e y  c o u l d  b e  
made g o o d  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  f o r c e ,  B u c h a n a n  c o n -  
c l u d e d  t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  b l u n t  r e t o r t  t h a t ,  i n  
case  o f  w a r ,  B u l g a r i a  w o u l d  e i t h e r  b e  c r u s h e d  o r  s t a r v e d  
i n t o  s u b m i s s i o n ,  n n i t h e r  o f  w h i c h  were s a t i s f a c t o r y  
s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  p r o b l e m s ,  

S e e  B u c h a n a n  t o  G r e y ,  S o f i a ,  December  5, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
f. 0, 3 7 1 / 5 5 7 ,  No. 86. 
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change o f  m i n i s t r y ,  perhaps ,  wou ld  oase t h o  s i t u a t i o n .  
72 

Buchanan t o l d  h i m  t h a t  t h e  N a l i n o v  c a b i n e t  were i n c l i n o d  t o  

l o o k  upon e v s r y t h i n g  f r o m  a p a r t y  a n g l e  and h o  wanted t o  know 

whether  a change o f  m i n i s t r y  wou ld  n o t  be d e s i r a b l e .  73  The 

P r i n c e  gave ' Fin u n f a v o u r a b l o  r e p l y  s a y i n g  t h a t  h e  had no  

i n t e n t i o n  o f  p a r t i n g  w i t h  h i s  m i n i s t e r s ,  T h i s  was n o t  so much 

because h e  l i k e d  t h e  M a l i n o v  c a b i n e t ,  b u t  t h o  P r i n c e ' s  hands 

were t i e d  d o m e s t i c a l l y .  The t e l e g r a m  t h a t  he s e n t  P r e s i d e n t  
\ 

F a l l i e r e s ,  c o m m i t t i n g  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  t h e  compensat ion  i d e a  

w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  h i s  m i n i s t e r s ,  was a n  u n p o p u l a r  move. The 

P r i n c e  suddon ly  became r e s p o n s i b l e  p e r s o n a l l y  f o r  any f i n a n c i a l  

s a c r i f i c t ,  t h e  c o u n t r y  was c a l l e d  upon t o  make. He was u n p o p u l a r  

w i t h  t h e  army a n d  a good numbsr o f  B u l g a r i a n s  f r o m  a l l  c l a s s e s  

d e t e s t e d  him. When h e  was a t t a c k e d  by t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  on t h e  

compensat ion  i s s u e ,  i n  t h e  SobranSe, he  was de fended h a l f -  

h e a r t e d l y  by h i s  own c a b i n e t .  Tho..gh i n c e n s e d  by t h i s ,  he 

l a c k e d  t h e  c o u r a g  t o  d i s m i s s  N a l i n o v  and h i s  m i n i s t e r s ,  d e s p i t e  

t h e i r  agreement  t o  r e s i g n  v o l u n t a r i l y ,  as  he was f e a r f u l  o f  

t h e i r  p r o v i n g  v i n d i c t i v e  i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  Some o f  t h o  m i n i s t e r s  

c e r t a i n l y  were o f  dub ious .  l o y a l t y .  M r .  Takev, t h e  M i n i s t e r  

o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  was an avowed r e p u b l i c a n  f o r  a l o n g  t i m e  and 

72 Buchanan t o  Grey, S o f i a ,  December 9, 1900, i n  F, 0, 
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F o r d i n a n d ,  p r o b a b l y ,  was  q u i t e  c o r r s c t  i n  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  h e  was 

c a p a b l e  o f  l o a d i n g  a n  a n t i - m o n a r c h i s t  movement  i n  o p p o s i t i o n ,  

T h i s  e x p l a i n e d  i n  g r e a t  m e a s u r e  h i s  f e a r  o f  a s s u m i n g  t h e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  p a y m e n t  o f  a l a r g e r  compensation t h a n  

h i s  c a b i n e t  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  s a n c t i o n .  

A new t r e n d  i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  

f i n a l l y  c h a n g e d  M a l i n o v ' s  a t t i k u d o  t o w a r d s  c o m i n g  t o  a s p e e d y  

a r r a n g e m e n t  w i t h  T u r k e y .  By e a r l y  J a n u a r y  1 9 0 9 ,  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  

p a r t i e s  i n  t h e  S o b r a n i e  were g e t t i n g  r e s t i v e  o f  P a p r i k o v ' s  e v a -  

s i v e  t a c t i c s  a n d  Mr, Danev ,  h e a d  o f  t h e  p w e r f u l  Z a n k o v i s t  

P a r t y  i n  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n ,  s p r e a d  t h e  w o r d  a r o u n d  i n  d i p l o m a t i c  

c i r c l e s  t h a t  he was  w i l l i n g  t o  l e a d  a c o a l i t i o n  g o v e r n m e n t  w h i c h  

w o u l d  s p e e d i l y  r e s o l v e  i t s  o u t s t a n d i n g  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  T u r k e y .  

S u c h  o p p o s i t i o n  moves  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  w h e t h e r  r e a l  o r  

i m p l i e d ,  h a d  i t s  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  P a p r i k o v  made a s t a t e -  

m e n t  t o  t h e  S o b r a n - f e  o p e n l y  p r o f e s s i n g  h i s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  com- 

p e n s a t e  T u r k e y .  74 
T h i s  was  f a l l o w e d ,  i n  m i d - J a n u a r y ,  by a 

c i r c u l a r  f r o m  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  f o r e i g n  M i n i s t r y  t o  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  

a g e n c i e s  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  i n  S o f i a .  The n o t e  b e g a p  by d e n y i n g  t h a t  

t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  independence was i n s p i r e d  by a n y  h o s t i l e  o r  

a g g r e s s i v e  d e s i g n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  o r  t h a t  i t  w a s  i n  

a n y  way c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  B o s n i a - H e r z e g o v i n a ,  7 5  

I t  c i t e d  e x a m p l e s  o f  B u l g a r i a ' s  p e a c e f u l  i n t e n t i o n s  a n d  h e r  

7 4 .  R u c h a n a n  t o  G r o y ,  S o f i a ,  J a n u a r y  3 ,  1 9 0 9 ,  i n  F, 0, 
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w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  c o m p e n s a t e  T u r k e y  f o r  h e r  l o s s e s .  76 I t  s h o w e d  

p a i n  a n d  s u r p r i s e  a t  t h e  s p e e c h  f r o m  t h e  t h r o n e ,  d e l i v e r e d  by  

t h e  S u l t a n ,  a t  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  o n  December  1 7 ,  

when A b d u l h a m i d  r e f e r r e d  t o  P r i n c e  F e r d i n a n d  a s  t h e  P r i n c e  

o f  B u l g a r i  a n d  - V s l i  o f  E a s t e r n  R u m e l i a ,  who f o r  some  unknown 

r e a s o n  h a d  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  h i s  a t t i t u d e  o f  l o y a l t y  a n d  d e c l a r e d  

h i s  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  77 I n  m o d e r a t e  terms t h e  c i r c u l a r  a s k e d  t h e  

Young T u r k s  t o  f ace  u p  t o  r e a l i t i e s  a n d  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  B u l g a r i a ,  B u l g a r i a  a l s o  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  s h e  

h a d  n o  a l t e r n a t i v e s  b u t  t o  m o b i l i z e  i n  v i e w  o f  T u r k i s h  m i l i t a r y  

p r e p a r a t i o n s .  

The t o n e  o f  t h e  c i r c u l a r  was s o  m o d e r a t e  t h a t  f r o m  h e r e  

on matters p r o g r e s s e d  s m o o t h l y ,  T h e  P o w e r s  i n  t h e i r  a n x i e t y  

t o  a v e r t  a g e n e r a l  w a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  B r i t a i n ,  F r a n c e  a n d  R u s s i a ,  

u s e d  t h e i r  g o o d  i n f l u e n c e s  b o t h  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a n d  S o f i a  

f o r  a s p e e d y  s e t t l e m e n t .  T h e r e  w e r e  s t i l l  p r o b l e m s  a b o u t  t h e  

a m o u n t  t h a t  B u l g a r i a  w a s  w i l l i n g  t o  p a y  a n d  w h a t  T u r k e y  was 

w i l l i n g  t o  a c c e p t .  F i n a l l y  i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 0 8 ,  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  

o f  G r e e c e  i n  1829,  R u s s i a  p r o p o s e d  t o  a d v a n c e  B u l g a r i a  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  $ 4 , 8 0 0 , 0 0 0  c l a i m e d  b y  Turkey a n d  t h e  

7 6 .  I b i d .  
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&'1,520,000 w h i c h  B u l g a r i a  u n d e r t o o k  t o  p ~ y .  *78 A p r e l i m i n a r y  

R u s s o - T u r k f s h  p r o t o c o l  was s i g n e d  a t  P e t e r s b u r g  on  March  1 6 ,  

by I s v o l s k y  a n d  R i f a a t  P a s h a  a n d  t h i s  was f o l l o w e d  by t h e  s i g n -  

i n g  o f  a n o t h e r  p r o t o c o l o n  A p r i l  1 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  by  R i f a a t  P a s h a ,  

t h e  T u r k i s h  F o r e i g n  M i n i s t e r ,  a n d  Mr. L i a p t c h e f f ,  t h e  P l l g a r i a n  

M i n i s t e r  o f  F i n a n c e .  7 9  The i n d e p e n d e n = , -  o f  B u l g a r i a  was t h e n  

r e c o g n i z e d  by t h e  P o w e r s  a s  wel l  a s  T u r k e y .  

B e f o r e  c o n c l u d i n g  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  i n t e r e s t i n g  

t o  s p e c u l a t e  t o  w h a t  e x t e n t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  a  c o l l u s i o n  b e t w e o n  

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  o f  A u s t r i a  a n d  B u l g a r i a  i n  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  O c t o b e r  

1 9 0 8 .  As m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  a f t e r  t h e  B u c h l a u  m e e t i n g ,  o n  S e p t e m -  

,I I b e r  23 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  when t h e  B u l g a r i a n  r u l e r  a r r i v e d  i n  B u d a p e s t  t o  v i s i t  , 

F r a n z  J o s e p h ,  t h e  f o r m e r  was a c c o r d e d  a l l  t h e  h o n o u r s  d u e  a E u r o p o a c  

c r o w n h e a d .  A e h r e n t h a l  a t  t h o  time h a d  t o l d  t h e  p r i n c e  t h a t  h e  

s h o u l d  mnke u s e  o f  a n y  o p p o r t u n i t y  t h a t  p r e s e n t e d  i t s e l f  t o  

r e a l i z e  B u l g a r i a ' s  l e g i t i m a t e  d e s i r e s  a n d ,  i n  c a s e  o f  f r i c t i o n  

* I n  r e a l i t y ,  n o  c a s h  e v e r  c h a n g e d  h a n d s .  T u r k e y  s t i l l  
owed R u s s i a ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  1 8 7 7  c o n f l i c t ,  74 
a n n u a l  i n s t a l m e n t s  i n  war i n d e m n i t y .  The  l a t t e r  
c a n c e l l e d  4 0  o f  t h e s e  s o  a s  t o  e n a b l e  T u r k e y  t o  b o r r o w  
j ? 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 ,  w h i c h  s h e  c l a i m o d  f r o m  B u l g a r i a .  B u l g a r i a ,  
i n s t e a d  o f  p a y i n g  t h e  k 1 , 5 2 0 , 0 0 0  t o  T u r k e y ,  a g r e o d  t o  
p a y  t h i s  sum t o  R u s s i a  i n  a n n u a l  i n s t a l m e n t s .  R u s s i a  
t h e n  r e c o v e r e d  t h e  A 4 , 8 0 0 , 0 0 0  s h e  h a d  f i r s t  l e n t  T u r k e y  
a s  p a y m e n t  t o w a r d  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  34  i n s t a l r n e n t s l  

78. S t a n c i o f f ,  Anna. R c c o l l c c t i o n s  o f  a 8 u l ~ q r i a n  D i p l o m a t -  
ist 's W i f e ,  London ,  u n d a t e d ,  p .  2 3 8 .  

I b i d .  A l s o  Thn T i m ~ s ,  A p r i l  



w i t h  T u r k e y ,  s h o u l d  n o t  l e a v e  u n u s e d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s u p e r i o r i t y  

o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l i t y .  A e h r e n t h a l  h a d  a l s o  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  

t h e  T u r k i s h  r e v o l u t i o n  w o u l d  s o o n  f o r c e  A u s t r i a - H u n g a r y  t o  

t a k e  d e c i s i o n s  o v e r  B o s n i a - H e r z e g o v i n a ,  T h o s e  s u g g e s t i o n s  

o b v i o u s l y  t e m p t e d  t h e  P r i n c e  t o  p r o c l a i m  h i m s e l f  i n d e p e n d e n t ,  

From Budap s t  h e  w e n t  t o  V i e n n a ,  w h e r e  h e  w a s  j o i n e d  by  t h e  

members  o f  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  c a b i n e t  who s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  P r i n c e  

i n  h i s  r e s o l v e .  S u c h  w a s  o n e  l i n e  o f  a r g u m e n t  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  

o n e  was t o  a c c u s e  A u s t r i a  a n d  B u l g a r i a  o u t r i g h t  o f  c o l l u s i o n  

w i t h o u t  p r o v i d i n g  a n y  e v i d e n c e .  

I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h s  s i t u a t i o n  seems t o  b e  a l o t  m o r e  

c o m p l i c a t e d ,  A c c o r d i n g  t o  C r o z i e r ,  t h e  F r e n c h  A m b a s s a d o r  i n  

V i e n n a ,  d u r i n g  P r i n c e  F e r d i n a n d ' s  v i s i t  t o  B u d a p e s t , A e h r e n t h a l  

h a d  h o p d t o  d e l a y  t h e  r k c l a r a t i o n  o f  h d e p o n d e n c e  by  f l a t t e r i n g  

t h e  P r i n c e  w i t h  r o y a l  h o n o u r s .  A t  t h e  time i t  was c o n s t r u e d  

a s  A u s t r i a n  c o m p l i a n c e  t o  B u l g a r i a n  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  b u t  t h i s  b e l i e f ,  

s a i d  t h e  a m b a s s a d o r ,  was u n t r u e .  F e r d i n a n d  came t o  V i e n n a  w i t h  

t h e  i n t e n t ' 3 n  o f  l e a v i n g  f o r  P a r i s ,  b u t  h e  w a s  met t h e i r  b y  

B u l g a r i a n  d e l e g a t e s  who i m p r e s s e d  u p o n  t h e  P r i n c e  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  

o f  d e c l a r i n g  i n d e p e n d e n c e  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  l o s s  o f  time. 81 

80, C a r t w r i g h t  t o  G r e y ,  V i e n n a ,  December  2 8 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F, 0. 371/558, No. 1 1 0 .  

81. I b i d .  



C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  F e r d i n a n d  l e f t  i n  a h u r r y  f o r  S o f i a  w i t h o u t  

s e e i n g  A e h r o n t h a l  a q a i n .  T h i s  u p s e t  A e h r o n t h a l ' s  p l a n s  a s  

h e  e x p e c t e d  t h e  R a l k a n  s i t u a t i o n  t o  b o  c o m p l i c a t e d  by Bu l -  

g a r i a n  a c t i o n s .  I n  o r d e r  t o  p r e v e n t  a n y  s e r i o u s  o p p o s i t i o n  

f r o m  t h e  p o w e r s  a t  a l a t e r  d a t e ,  A u s t r i a  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  s e c u r e  h e r  h o l d  o n  B o s n i a - H e r z e g o v i n a .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  

t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  B o s n i a  a n d  H e r z e g o v i n a  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  

t h e  way i t  d i d ,  b u t  f o r  B u l g a r i a ' s  h a s t y  d e c i s i o n  t o  d e c l a r e  
, . 

* .  
f n d e p e n d e n c o .  Zqkov. ' ,  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  a g e n t  i n  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g ,  

a s s u r e d  N i c o l s o n ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  a m b a s s a d o r ,  t h a t  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  

n o  c o l l u s i o n  b e t w e e n  A u s t r i a  a n d  B u l g a r i a  i n  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  t h e  

a n n e x a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n .  I t  was known i n  S o f i a  t h a t  

A e h r e n t h a l  i n t ~ n d e d  t o  a n n o u n c e  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  s h o r t l y ,  a n d  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  t o  b e  d e c i d e d  was  w h e t h e r  t o  d e c l a r e  B u l g a r i a n  i n d e p e n -  

d e n c e  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r  t h e  A u s t r i a n  a c t i o n .  I t  was c o n s i d e r e d  

* T h i s  l i n e  o f  t h o u g h t  p e r h a p s  was p l a u s i b l e .  When C o u n t  
K h e v e n h u l l e r , ,  t h e  A u s t r i a n  a m b a s s a d o r  i n  P a r i s ,  met 
F r a n z  J o s e p h  a t  I ' l s c h l  o n  t w o  o c c a s i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  e n d  
o f  A u g u s t ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n s  b e t w e e n  
t h e  t w o ,  t h e  E m p e r o r  n e v e r  m e n t i o n e d  a w o r d  a b o u t  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  a n n e x a t i o n -  K h e v e n h w l l e r  c l a i m e d  t h a t  t h e  
d e c i s i o n  was t a k e n  b e t w e e n  S e p t e m b e r  1 a n d  1 4 ,  o r  
e v e n  l a t o r , a n d  t h e  a c t u a l  c a u s e  o f  i t  r e m a i n e d  sorne- 
w h a t  a m y s t e r y  t o  h im.  

S e e  C a r t w r i g h t  t o  G r e y ,  V i e n n a ,  December  2 1 ,  1908,  i n  
F. 0. 3 ? 1 / 5 5 8 ,  No. 225 .  

N i c o l s o n  t o  C r o y ,  S t .  P e t e r s b u r g h ,  November 2 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
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i n  Sof  is t h a t ,  if B u l g a r i a  d e c l a r e d  h e r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  s u b s e q u e n t  

t o  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n ,  i t  w o u l d  a p p e a r  t h a t  s h e  f o l l o w e d  t h e  e x a m p l e  I 

o f  A u s t r i a  a t  h e r  own i n i t i a t i v e  a n d  T u r k e y  m i g h t  a t t a c k  h e r .  

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  if t h o  p r o c l a m a t i o n  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d e d  

t h e  a n n o u n r ~ m e n t  o f  a n n e x a t i o n ,  T u r k e y  a n d  o t h e r s  w o u l d  c o n -  

s i d e r  t h i s  a p r e - a r r a n g e d  p l a n  w i t h  A u s t r i a ,  a n d  T u r k e y  w o u l d  

h e s i t a t e  t o  t a k e  a n y  a c t i v e  m e a s u r e s  a g a i n s t  B u l g a r i a  f o r  t h e  

f e a r  o f  A u s t r i a n  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  T h e  r e s u l t s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
- 3 .  - . '  

' Z s k o v , ,  t u r n e d  o u t  a s  e x p e c t e d  a n d  a l l  t h e  w o r l d  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e d  

t h a t  A u s t r i a  a n d  B u l g a r i a  h a d  a r r a n g e d  mat ters  b e t w e e n  them-  

s e l v e s ,  a n d  a n y  d a n g e r  f r o m  T u r k e y  was a v e r t e d .  84  

S i n c e  n o  s e c r e t  d o c u m o n t  o f  a n y  s o r t  h a s  e m e r g e d  d u r i n g  

t h e  writer 's r e s e a r c h ,  i t  w o u l d  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  

t h e r a  o v e r  was a n y  d e f i n i t e  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  two g o v e r n -  

m e n t s ,  B u t  t h e r e  was n o  q u o s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  o v e r l a p p i n g  o f  t h e  

two i n c i d e n t s  o f  O c t o b e r  made i t  e a s i e r  f o r  b o t h  A u s t r i a  a n d  

B u l g a r i a  t o  f a c e  t h e  p o w e r s .  I n s t e a d  o f  o n e  T u r k i s h  g r i e v a n c e ,  

t h e y  now had  two  t o  c o n t s n d  with a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  l e s s  p r e s s u r e  

was  b r o u g h t  u p o n  t h e  ' o f f e n d e r s ' .  And t h i s  d i d  e a s e  t h e  s i t u a -  

t i o n  c o n s i d e r a b l y  d u r i n g  t h e  e n s u i n g  m o n t h s .  A s  t o  A u s t r i a n  

f e e l i n g s  i n  t h e  T u r k o - O u l g a r  a f f a i r ,  h e r  s y m p a t h i e s  w e r e  com- 

p l e t e l y  w i t h  B u l g a r i a .  B a r o n  C a l l ,  t h e  A u s t r i a n  U n d e r - S e c r e t a r y  

o f  S t a t e ,  b l u n t l y  t o l d  G o s c h e n ,  C a r t w r i g h t t s  p r e d e c e s s o r  i n  



V i e n n a ,  t h a t  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  w o u l d  

i n i t i a l l y  p r o d u c e  a n  o u t c r y  i n  T u r k o y  , d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  

w o u l d  b e  r u p t c l r o d  a n d  t h e r e  w o u l d  b e  t a l k  o f  a n  i m p e n d i n q  

w a r .  T h i s  o u t r a g e  w o u l d  b e  s t r i c t l y  o f  a  t e m p o r a r y  c h a r a c t e r  

a n d  m a t t e r s  w o u l d  s o o n  s e t t l e  down t o  n o r m a l .  T h e  s u z e r a i n t y  

o f  t h e  S u l t a n ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  R u m e l i a n  t r i b u t e ,  

was a myth  a n d  T u r k e y  g a i n e d  n o t h i n g  f r o m  t h e  a r t i f i c i a l  t i e  

r a t h e r  t h a n  c o n s t a n t  b i c k e r i n g  a n d  w o r r y .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  

war, T u r k e y  w o u l d  s t a r t  o u t  w i t h  n o t h i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  o n  h a n d  

a n d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  i t  s h e  c o u l d  e x p e c t  l e s s .  The Young T u r k s  

c o u l d  n o t  f a i l  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h i s ,  a n d  t h e y  w o u l d  s o o n  r e a l i z e  

t h a t  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  B u l g a r i a  was a b l e s s i n g  i n  d i s g u i s e .  

A n u m b e r  o f  c o n t i n u c l l y  r e c u r r i n g  a n d  v e x a t i o u s  p r o b l e m s  w o u l d  

d i s a p p e a r  u n d e r  t h e  new o r d e r  a n d ,  w i t h  t h e  d e p a r t u r e  o f  t h e  

R u l g a r i a n  E x a r c h  f r o m  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  T u r k e y  w o u l d  b e  r i d  o f  

B u l g a r i a n  i n t e r f e r e n c e  i n  M a c e d o n i a n  a f f a i r s .  86 T h i s  c o n -  

v e r s a t i o n  b e t w e e n  G o s c h e n  a n d  C a l l  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e  o n  t h e  e v e  

o f  B u l g a r i a n  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  t h e  l a t t e r  was 

s p e a k i n g  n o t  a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  a s  a  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  h i s  

g o v e r n m e n t .  H e n c e ,  we h a v e  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  A u s t r i a  t a c i t l y  

85. G o s c h e n  t o  G r e y ,  V i e n n a ,  O c t o b e r  5,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 
371/553, No. 1 4 1 .  

8 6 .  I b i d .  



SC 
supported B u l g a r i a ' s  a s p i r a t i o n s .  

Y G o s c h e n  a l s o  confronted A o h r e n t h a l  o n  O c t o b o r  4 ,  
1 9 0 8 .  A e h r o n t h a l  p r o f e s s e d  d i s b e l i e f  i n  t h e  
i m m i n e n c e  o f  t h e  R u l g a r i a n  D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  I n d e p e n -  
d e n c e .  G o s c h e n  was  h i g h l y  s c e p t i c a l  o f  t h e  
A u s t r i a n ' s  r e a c t i o n  a n d  w a r n e d  t h e  F o r o i g n  O f f  i c e  : 
"1 f e l t  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  d u r i n g  o u r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  
t h e  statements w e r e  sornawhat  i n t e n d e d  t o  m i s l e a d ,  
a n d  when t h e r e f o r e ,  h e  t o l d  me t h a t  h e  h a d  s e r i o u s l y  
w a r n e d  P r i n c e  F e r d i n a n d  a t  B u d a p e s t  n o t  t o  e n g a g e  
i n  a n  a d v e n t u r o u s  p o l i c y ,  I a s k e d  h i m  s t r a i g h t  o u t  
w h e t h e r  h i s  w z r n i n g  w a s  a r e p l y  t o  a n y  s t a t e m e n t  o n  
t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  P r i n c e ,  a n d  w h e t h e r  h e  h a d  g i v e n  
h i s  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e  A u s t r o -  
H u n g a r i a n  G o v e r n m e n t  deprecated a D e c l a r a t i o n  o f  
I n d e p e n d e n c e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  B u l g a r i a .  H i s  E x c e l l e n c y ,  
h o w e v e r ,  d i d  n o t  t a k o  u p  t h e  c h a l l e n g e ,  a n d  c o n t e n t e d  
h i m s e l f  w i t h  s a y i n g  t h a t  h e  h a d  t o l d  me w h a t  h e  h a d  
s a i d  t o  t h e  P r i n c e ,  a n d  t h a t  h i s  R o y a l  H i g h n e s s  h a d  
t a k e n  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  g o o d  p a r t . "  T h i s  w a s  
i n d e e d  a v e r y  e v a s i v e  a n s w e r ,  a s  G o s c h e n  i m m e d i a t e l y  
r e c o g n i z r  d ,  

See G o s c h e n  t o  G r e y ,  V i e n n a ,  O c t o b e r  4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. . - 
3 7 1 / 5 5 3 ,  No, 138. A l s o  G. P, Gooch ,  ~ e f o r e  t h e  ~ a r ,  
N e w  Y o r k ,  1 9 6 7 ,  pp .  4 0 1 ,  402 .  



CHAPTER V I  

THE SEARCH FOR A NEW ORDER 

As has been seen, t h e  Young Turk r e v o l t  o c c u r r ~ d  

a g a i n s t  a  background o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e v e n t s  wh ich  were o f  

t h e  most ominous i m p o r t a n c e  f o r  t h e  s o v e r e i g n t y  and  s e c u r i t y  

o f  t h e  Ottoman Empire.  The Young Turk r e v o l u t i o n  was i t s e l f  

a response  t o  t h i s  c h a l l e n g e ,  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  B u l g a r i a n  

independence and t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  Bosn ia-Herzegov ina  b e i n g  

m a j o r  i n f r i n g e m e n t s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l aw  as  w e l l  a s  g r e a t  

b lows  t o  t h e  remnant  o f  Ottoman power i n  t h e  Ba lkan  p e n i n -  

s u l a .  Hence, i t  i s  o n l y  r e a s o n a b l e  t h a t  i n  an Empi re  o f  so 

w i d e l y  d i s p e r s e d  t e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  poo rness  o f  communications 

i n  g e n e r a l  and t h e  d e f e c t i v e  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r e s s  i n  p a r t i c u -  

l a r  a l l o w e d  o n l y  t h e  most b l u r r e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  what  was 

happen ing  t o  r e a c h  t h e  man i n  t h e  s t r e e t .  I n  t h e  T u r k i s h  

case, t h e  man in t h e  s t r e e t  i n  most  i n s t a n c e s  a l s o  happened 

t o  be i l l i t e r a t e ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y  i t  i s  no s u r p r i s e  t h a t  t h e  

r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1908 meant v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  t o  d i f f e r e n t  

peop le .  To t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  u r b a n  d w e l l e r ,  who 

had access  t o  f r e s h  news i n  h i s  papers  and a t  h i s  l o c a l  

co f fee -house ,  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  p a t r i o t i c  c l o s i n g  

o f  t h e  r a n k s  i n  responso  t o  t h e  Young Turk c a l l  f o r  u n i t y .  



To t h e  v i l l a g e  I :oadman i n  A n a t o l i a ,  t h e  f a r m e r  i n  t h e  p a t c h -  

work  f i e l d s  o f  Konya ,  o r  t h e  p o o r  R o s p h o r u s  f i s h o r m a n ,  s u c h  

o c c a s i o n s  were m o r e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s e t t l i n g  o l d  p e r s o n a l  

s c o r e s  - w i t h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  n e i g h b o u - ,  t h e  A r m e n i a n  c r e d i t o r  

o r  t h e  l o c a l  t a x - c o l l e c t o r .  I s t a n b u l  m i g h t  b e  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  

d e c i s i o n s ,  b u t  t h e  r i p p l e s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  r a n  v e r y  f a r ,  a n d  

r e a c t i o n s  were e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y  v a r i e d .  I n  S a l o n i c a  o r  Con- 

s t a n t i n o p l e ,  men o f  a l l  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  a r e  s a i d  t o  h a v e  e m b r a c e d  

i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  a s  t h e  a g e  o f  f a n a t i c i s m  g a v e  way t o  t h e  a g e  o f  

f r a t e r n a l  t o l e r a t i o n )  b u t  i n  S o u t h  A n a t o l i a  t h e  R e v o l u t i o n  was  

a moment f o r  s t r i f e  a n d  r e v e n g e ,  a n d  t h e  p a s s i o n a t e l y  r e l i g i o u s  

p a r t i s a n s  a f  t h e  d e p o s e d  S u l t a n  s l a u g h t e r e d  t h e i r  A r m c n i a n  

b r e t h r e n  i n  Van a n d  D i a r b e k i r .  Above t h e  s l a u g h t e r ,  t h e  

r e j o i c i n g  a n d  t h e  g e n e r a l  s p e c u l a t i o n ,  Kiamil 's  p o v e r n m e n t  

h a d  t o  p r o d u c e  a s e m b l a n c e  o f  o r d e r  a n d  s t a b i l i t y  o u t  o f  a  

s i t u a t i o n  w h i c h ,  i n  f a c t ,  c o n t a i n e d  n e i t h e r  i n g r e d i e n t .  

As m e n t i o n e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  p a r a g r a p h ,  t h e  f u l l  mean- 

i n g  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  M a c e d o n i a  

and Rumelia were n o t  c l e a r  t o  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  A s i a t i c  

p r o v i n c e s  OF  t h e  E m p i r e .  The K u r d s  i n  many , i n s t a n ' c ' e s :  i n t e r -  

p r e t e d  t h c  c h a n g e s  a s  a n  o p e n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  a t t a c k  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  

i n  t h e i r  a r e a .  They a t t a c k e d  A r m e n i a n  v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  

o f  Van ,  D i a r b o k i r ,  Mosu l  a n d  e l s e w h e r e  m e r c i l e s s l y .  On numer -  

o u s  o c c a s i o n s ,  t h e  Mus l im  t r o o p s  despatched t o  q u e l l  s u c h  



d i s o r d e r s  o p e n l y  s i d e d  w i t h  t h e  o f f s n d e r s . '  I n  t h e  San jak  

o f  Je rusa lem,  w i t h  t h e  p r o c l n m a t i o n  o f  t h o  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  

t h e  p o a s a n t s  t h o u c h t  t h a t  t h o y  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  t o  pay  t a x e s  

anymbro,  O t h e r s ,  w i t h o u t  any d e f i n i t e  i d e a s  on  t h e  s u b j e c t  

o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m ,  s i m p l y  assumed t h a t  some g r e a t  e v e n t  

h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e  a n d  e x p e c t e d  t a n g i b l e  r e s u l t s  i m m e d i a t e l y .  2 

They f a i l e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  n o  i m m e d i a t e  a d v a n t a g e s  w o u l d  

be  f o r t h c o m i n g  i n  v i e w  o f  t h e  c h a o t i c  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  

I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  a c t i v e  p ropaganda  o f  t h e  C.U.P. was s l o w  

i n  r e a c h i n g  r e m o t e r  a r e a s .  The Commi t t ee  p a r t i a l l y  r e m e d i e d  

t h e  s i t u a t i o n  by  t e l e g r a p h i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  t o  p r o v i n c i a l  c i t i e s  

and  by  s c n d i n g  m i l i t a r y  d e l e g a t e s  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  p o p u l a c e  

t h e  t r u e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e i r  r e v n l u t i o n .  He re  a l s o  t h e  

C.U.P. e n c o u n t e r e d  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p r o b l e m s .  The d e l e g a t e s  were 

o f t e n  o b s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e i r  work  b y  t h e  b a s i c  c o n s c r v a t i s r n  and  

s u s p i c i o n  o f  v i l l a g e  headmen, h o d  j a s  a n d  o t h e r s ,  who s t i l l  

w i e l d e d  g r e a t  l o c a l  power t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Emp i re .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

i n  Mosu l ,  where  t h e  b r o t h e r  o f  t h e  n o t o r i o u s  I z z e t  Pasha was 

t h e  -, V a l i  t h e  Commi t t ee ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  me t  s t i f f  o p p o s i t i o n  

and, because  o f  t h e  f o r m e r ' s  p o w e r f u l  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  v i l a y c t ,  

t h e y  we re  a f r a i d  t o  d i s m i s s  h im.  Meanwh i l e  K u r d s  were  a t t a c k i n g  

1. L o w t h e r  t o  Grey,  T h e r a p i a ,  Augus t  18,  1908, i n  F. 0. 
371/546, No. 498. 

2 .  Bonham t o  L o w t h o r ,  Drama, O c t o b e r  24, 1908,  e n c l o s u r e  1 
i n  Lowt l l :?r  t o  Croy,  C o n s t n n t i n o p l e ,  O c t o b o r  27, 190C, 
i n  F, 0. 371/560, No. 719. 



a n d  l o o t i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e s  o f  N e s t o r i a n s  i n  t h e  Mosu l  a r e a ,  w i t h  

t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  t h e  V a l i .  F i n a l l y ,  when t h e  C.U.P. s e n t  g 

p e r s o n a l  e n v o y  t o  r e s t o r e  o r d e r  i n  M o s u l  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  

d i s t r i c t ,  h e  s w i t c h e d  s i d e s  a n d  j o i n e d  t h e  ~ u r d s *  i n  t h e i r  

p i l l a g i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  S y r i a ,  t h e  b i g  l a n d o w n e r s  a r o u n d  

* K u r d i s h  u n r u l i n e s s  was f i n a l l y  b r o u g h t  t o  a 
t e m p o r a r y  h a l t  t h r o u g h  t h e  s u r r e n d e r  a n d  c a p t u r e  
o f  t h e  f a m o u s  I h r a h i m  P a s h a ,  3 p o p u l a r  c h i e f t a i n  
among h i s  p e o p l ~ .  I b r a h i m ,  a l e a d e r  o f  t h e  
H a m i d i e h  u n d e r  t h e  o l d  r e g i m e ,  was t h e  s c o u r g e  
o f  A r m e n i a n s  a n d  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  a n d  
h i s  e x p l o i t s  c o v e r e d  a w i d e  t e r r i t o r y  s t r e t c h -  
i n g  f r o m  A n a t o l i a  i n t o  n o r t h e r n  M e s a p o t a m i a  a n d  
S y r i a .  U n d e r  A b d u l h a m i d ,  h e  w a s  g i v e n  f r e e  
r e i n  t o  p l u n d e r  a r e a s  o f  h i s  own c h o o s i n g  a n d  
t h e  Young Turk  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 0 0  i n  n o  way 
c h e c k e d  h i s  a,. t i v i t i s s .  The mon th  o f  J u l y  f o u n d  
h i m  i n  t h e  D i a r b e k i r  a r e a  a n d  h e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  
a t t a c k  A r m e n i a n  v i l l a g e s .  B u t  f i n a l l y  i n  Oct- 
o b c r  h e  w a s  b r o u g h t  t o  h e e l  b y  g o v e r n m e n t  t r o o p s .  
T h i s  h a d  a  g r e a t  i m p a c t  among t h e  o t h e r  K u r d i s h  
c h i e f t a i n s  a n d  t h e i r  p e o p l e .  A c o n s i d e r a b l e  
number  o f  t h e m ,  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  t h e  e ra  o f  f r e e  
l i c e n s e  u n d e r  A b d u l h a m i d  was o f  t h e  p a s t ,  a g r e e d  
t o  s u r r e n d e r  A r m e n i a n  l a n d s  a n d  v i l l a g e s  s e i z e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  m a s s a c r e s  o f  t h e  1 8 9 0 ' s  i n  r e t u r n  
f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a m n e s t y .  

F o r  m o r e  o n  I b r a h i m  P a s h a  s e e :  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  
T h e r a p i a ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 8 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0.  3 7 1 / 5 5 9 ,  
No. 624. 
A l s o  e n c l o s u r e  2 i n  C a p t a i n  D i c k s o n  t o  L o w t h e r ,  
Van, S e p t e m b e r  30 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  
T h e r a p i a ,  O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 6 0 ,  
No. 7 0 5 .  



A l e p p o  a n d  Damascus e x p l o i t e d  t h e  i n i t i a l  a p n t h y  o f  t h e  

p e a s a n t r y  t o w a r d s  t h e  Young Turk r e v o l t  by a t t e m p t i n g  t o  

s u p p r e s s  a n y  f o r m  o f  C . U . P .  p r o p a g a n d a . 3  They w e r e  a f r a i d  

t h a t  u n d e r  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  r u l e  t h e  p e a s a n t s  m i g h t  e v e n t u a l l y  

g e t  t h e  v o t e ,  t h e r e b y  r e d u c i n g  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  power .  The 

l a n d l o r d s  were a l s o  f e a r P u l  o f  p r o s p e c t i v e  l a n d - r e f o r m s ,  w h i c h  

t h e y  somehow f e l t  i n e v i t a b l e  i n  a p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e m o c r a c y .  

They n e e d  n o t  h a v e  f e a r e d  a s  n o  m a j o r  a g r a r i a n  r e f o r m s  e v e r  

t o o k  p l a c e  c;,iring t h e  Young Turk r u l e  i n  t h e  Ot toman E m p i r e ,  

Soon a f t e r  t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e  

E m p i r e  was t r o u b l e d  by a s e r i e s  o f  s t r i k e s  b e t w e e n  A u g u s t  

a n d  O c t o b e r ,  The f i r s t  t o  s t r i k e  w e r e  t h e  l o n g s h o r e m e n  o f  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  d o c k s  a n d  t h e y  were f o l l o w e d  by t h e  P o r t e r s  o f  

t h e  H a i d a r  P a s h e  r a i l r o a d  s t a t i o n . 4  In  b o t h  c a s e s  t h e  

w o r k e r s  r e f u s e d  t o  h a n d l e  a n y  i n - c o m i n g  o r  o u t - g o i n g  g o o d s ,  

w i t h o u t  b e t t e r  p a y  a n d  lesser  w o r k i n g  h o u r s .  In  e r r l y  S e p t e m b e r ,  

t h e  w o r k e r s  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  owned Smyrna-Aid in  r a i l w a y  t o o  w e n t  

on s t r i k e  a s k i n g  f o r  h i g h e r  wages  and a t e n  h o u r  w o r k i n g  d a y .  5 

3 . L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  O c t o b e r  24 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0 ,  
371 /560 ,  No. 705. 

4 C o n s u l  Genera l  E y r e s  t o  L o w t h e r ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  A u g u s t  
18, 1 9 0 8 ,  e n c l o s u r o  1 i n  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  
A u g u s t  1 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0, 3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 5 0 1 .  

C o n s u l - G ~ n e r a l  ( a c t i n g )  H e a t h - c o t e  S m i t h  t o  L o w t h e r ,  
Smyrna ,  September 1 4 ,  1908,  e n c l o s u r e  1 i n  L o w t h e r  
t o  G r e y ,  c o n s  t : : i i t i n o p l e ,  ~ e ~ t e m b o r  2 0 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 
3 7 1 / 5 4 9 ,  No, 3 7 7 .  



Whnn t h e  B r i t i s h  o f f i c i a l s  t r i e d  t o  u s e  b l o c k l s g s ,  t h e  w o r k e r s  

u s e d  f o r c e  t o  k a e p  t h e m  o f f  t h e  j o b .  Some p l a c e d  t h e m s s l v e s  

i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  l o c o m o t i v e s  a n d  s t o p p e d  a l l  t r a i n s  Prom mov- 

i n q m 6  T h e  w o r k e r s  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  r a i l w a y  t e r m i n u s  

i n  S m y r n a  a n d  t r o o p s  h a d  t o  b e  d e p l o y e d  f o r  i t s  p r o t e c t i o n ,  
7 

I n  t h e  m e a n i u h i l e ,  t h e  t o b a c c o  i n d u s t r y  was p a r a l y z e d  b o t h  i n  

E u r o p e a n  T u r k e y  a n d  A n a t o l i a  w i t h  s h u t  d o w n s  i n  S a l o n i c a ,  S a m s u n  

a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s ,  a n d  t h e  e m p l o y e e s  o f  t h e  f o u r  m a j o r  E u r o p e a n  

n e w s p a p e r s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  - S t a m b o u l ,  T u r q u i e ,  M o n i t e u r  

n r l e n t a l  a n d  t h o  L e v a n t  H e r a l d  - a l s o  w e n t  o n  s t r i k e . 8  I n  m o s t  

cases ,  t h e  e m p l o y e r s  were f o r e i g n e r s  a n d  t h e y  i n v a r i a b l y  

threatened t h e  w o r k e r s  w i t h  ~ O C ~ O U ~ S .  T h e  d e m a n d s  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s  

were r e a s o n a b l e ,  w i t h  m o d e r a t e  r e q u e s t s  f o r  p a y  r a i s e s  a n d  t e n  

h o u r s  w o r k i n q  d a y s  a n d  t h e i r  f o r e i g n  e m p l o y e r s  c o u l d  h a v e  e a s i l y  

met t h e  d e m a n d s ,  h a d  t h e y  b e e n  w i l l i n g  t o  t a k e  a c u t  i n  p r o f i t s .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  t a c k l e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  q u i t e  

d i f f e r e n t l y .  They  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  f o r e i q n  o f f i c e s  

t o  t a k e  u p  t h e  mat te r  w i t h  t h e  T u r k i s h  g o v e r n m e n t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  

R a t h m o r e ,  t h e  L o n d o n  b a s e d  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S m y r n a - A i d i n  r a i l w a y ,  

r e q u e s t e d  G r e y  t o  s e n d  a B r i t i s h  war v e s s e l  t o  S m y r n a  a s  a m a r k  

6 ,  R a t h r n o r o  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  R a i l w a y  (~myrna- idi in) t o  G r e y ,  
L o n d o n ,  S e p t e m b e r  28,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F, 0, 3 7 1 / 5 4 9 ,  u n n u m b e r e d .  

7 . I b i d ,  

8. E y r e s  L o w t h e r ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  A u g u s t  18 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  e n c l o s u r e  
1 i n  Lowt ,hcr  t o  G r c y ,  T h o r a p i a ,  A u g u s t  1 9 ,  1 9 0 f l ,  i n  F .  0 .  
371/546, No. 501. 



o f  G r o a t  B r i t a i n ' s  d i s p l s a s u r e  a t  t h e  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  

c i t y . '  F o r  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s ,  G e r a r d  L o w t h o r  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l n  

supported R a t h m o r s ' s  s u g g e s t i o n .  lo Tho B r i t i s h  a m b a s s a d o r  w a s  

w o r r i e d  f o r  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  5 0 0 0  B r i t i s h  r e s i d e n t s  i n  t h e  c i t y  

a n d ,  i n  c a s e  o f  a n y  n e e d  f o r  e v a c u a t i n g  t h e  r e s i d e n t s ,  a s  a 

p r e c a u t i o n a r y  m e a s u r e ,  h e  f e l t  i t  a g o o d  i d e a  t o  h a v e  a n  

E n g l i s h  s h i p  s t a n d  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  o f  Smyrna .  G r e y ,  a s s u m i n g  

t h a t  t h e  Smyrna  e p i s o d e  was  n o t h i n g  moro  t h a n  g r o w i n g  p a i n s  

i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  t r a n s i t i o n ,  w i s e l y  t u r n e d  down t h e  s u g g e s t i o n s  

* 
o f  h i s  a m b a s s a d o r .  

In  a l l  o f  t h e s e  i n d u s t r i a l  d i s p u t e s ,  f o r  h i g h e r  w a g e s  

a n d  s h o r t o r  h o u r s ,  t h e  C.U.P. p l a y e d  a m e d i a t o r ' s  r o l e .  A 

d e l e g a t e  was s e n t  t o  H a i d a r  P a s h a ,  w h e r e  h e  c o n v e n e d  a  m e e t i n g  

o f  t h e  p o r t e r s .  He t o l d  t h e m  t h a t  t h e y  w o r e  f r e e  men a n d ,  t h a t  

9. R a t h m o r e  t o  G r o y ,  London ,  O c t o b e r  2 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0.  
3 7 1 / 5 4 9 ,  u n n u m b e r e d .  

1 0 .  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C f i n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  O c t o b e r  7,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0, 3 7 1 / 5 4 9 ,  No, 2 9 9 ,  

)C I n  S m y r n a ,  t h e  a n t i - f o r e i g n  f e e l i n g  w a s  s o  i n t e n s e ,  
t h e  M u s l i m s  b e g a n  t o  buy  r e v o l v e r s  a n d  r i f l e s  t o  f i g h t  
t h e  company .  U n d e r  t h e  new r e g i m e  i t  was r e l a t i v e l y  
e a s y  t o  p r o c u r e  a r u s .  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  s t r i k e r s  h a d  t h o  
s y m p a t h y  o f  a l l  t h e  m a j o r  n e w s p a p e r s  i n  Smyrna .  A 
number  o f  p e o p l e  w e r e  k i l l e d  i n  Srnyrna d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  
o f  t h e  s t r i k e .  

F o r  m o r e  s e e :  e n c l o s u r e s  1 a n d  2 i n  C o n s u l - G e n e r a l  
Barnham t o  L o w t h e r ,  S m y r n a ,  O c t o b e r  6 a n d  7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  O c t o b e r  11, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F. 0, 3 7 1 / 5 4 9 ,  No. 1 0 5 .  



if t h e y  h a d  a n y  comp: l a in : ; s ,  t h e  C o m r n i t t c e  w o u l d  r o s o l v o  t h e  

d i s p u t e s  w i t h  t h e  f o r o i q n  c o m p a n i e s .  U n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c o s ,  

i t  was n o t  q u i t a  t h e  o p p o r t u n e  moment t o  r e s o r t  t o  s t r i k e s  

a n d  h e  r e q u e s t e d  them t o  r e t u r n  t o  work .  ~ h @  p o r t e r s  t o o k  

h i s  a d v i c e  a n d  r e t u r n e d  t o  work .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h o  n e w s p a p e r  

s t r i k e  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  was s e t t l e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i c t i o n  o f  a 

C.U.P. d e l e g a t e ,  R i z a  Bey. The d i r e c t o r a t o  o f  t h e  f o r e i g n  

n e w s p a p e r  e s t a b l i s h r n m L s  h a d  f o r m e d  a n  e m p l o y e r s  a s s o c i a t i o n  

i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  u ~ i t h  t h e  m a s t e r  p r i n t e r s  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a n d  

h a d  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  i m p o r t  o u t s i d e  l a b o u r  i n t o  t h e  c a p i t . a l  t o  

r e p l a c e  t h e  s t r i k e r s .  R i z a  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  s t r i k e r s  t o  r e t u r n  

t o  w o r k ,  c o n v i n c i n g  them t h a t  t h e  i m p o r t  o f  o u t s i d e  w o r k e r s  

w o u l d  f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e  t h e  i s s u e .  And i n  t h e  s a m e  way ,  t h e  

S m y r n a - A i d i n  s t r i k e  was a l s o  b r o u g h t  t o  a h a l t  o n  O c t o b e r  1 0 ,  

t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i ~ t i o n  o f  t h e  C.U.P. E x c e p t ,  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  c a s e ,  

w h e r e  t h e y  w e r e  a w a r d e d  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  w a g e s ,  t h e  o t h e r  s t r i k e s  

were c o n c l u d e d  w i t h o u t  t h e  w o r k e r s  g a i n i n 5  a n y  a d ~ ~ i t i o n a l  p a y  

o r  s h o r t e r  h o u r s .  P a r t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n  K a s  t h e  C ,U .P . ' s  own 

weak b a r g a i n i n g  p o s i t i o n  a s  wel l  a s  t h e  c l a s s  b i a s  o f  t h e  Young 

T u r k s ,  Few i n  t h e  C.U.P. o r g a n i z a t i o n  h a d  a n y  r e a l  e g a l i t a r i a n  

c o n c e p t  o f  s o c i e t y  a n d  t h e y  f a i l e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  p a t r i o t i c  

r h e t o r i c  a l o n e  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  f i l l  t h e  b e l l i e s  o f  t h e  

11 L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  A u g u s t  2 5 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F, 0. 
3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 5 1 4 .  



u n d o r p r i v i l c g ~ d .  A l s o ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  f o r o m o s t  p r c o c c u p a -  

t i o n  o f  t h o  C . \ J , P .  U J ~ S  t o  g e t  a s  many o f  t h :  i r  r c p r n s o n t a t i v e s  

a s  p o s s i b l e  e l e c t e d  t o  p a r l i a m e n t  i n  t h e  f o r t h c o m i n g  e l e c t i o n s ,  

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e y  were o n l y  c o n c e r n e d  t o  b r i n g  t h e  l a b o u r  

d i s p u t e s  t o  a n  e n d  a n d  i t  m a t t e r e d  l i t t l e  t o  them w h e t h e r  t h e  

s e t t l e m e n t s  f a v o u r e d  t h e  e m p l o y u e s  o r  t h e  e m p l o y e r s .  

A v e r y  c r u c i a l  t a s k  o f  t h e  new r e g i m e  was t o  a p p o i n t  

r e l i a b l e  men t o  r e s p o n s i b l e  p o s t s ,  But  f o l l o ~ u i n g  t h e  r e s t o r a -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  v a r i o u s  s e l f - p r o c l a i m e d  C.U.P. o r g a n i -  
? 

z a t i o n s  s p r a n g  up i n  s u c h  p r o v i n c i a l  c a p i t a l s  a s  Baphdad,  12 

T h e s e  o r q a n i z a t i o n s  c l a i m e d  t o  b e l o n g  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n  a n d  began  t o  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  r u n n i n g  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  

a f f a i r s ,  They p r e s s u r e d  t h e  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  i n t o  a c c e p t i n g  

t h e i r  n o m i n e e s  t o  v a r i o u s  p r o v i n c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s .  

I f  t h e  f o r m e r  d i d  n o t  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e s e  demands ,  a s  o f t e n  was 

t h e  c a s e ,  t h e y  t h e n  p e r p e t r a t e d  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  a n d  made i t  

g e n e r a l l y  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  t o  c o n d u c t  t h a i r  d a y  

t o  d a y  a f f a i r s  p o a c e f u l l y .  In r e a l i t y ,  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  s o  c a l l e d  

C.U.P. o r a a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  s p r a n g  u p  i n  A u g u s t  a n d  S e p t e m b e r ,  

1 9 0 8 ,  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  h a d  no  c o n n e c t i o n s  w h a t s o e v e r  w i t h  t h e  

c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e  i n  S a l o n i c a ,  Tho l a t t e r  were rnakinr  e f f o r t s  

12 , Ramsay t o  t h e  Government  o f  I n d i a ,  B a a h d a d ,  S e p t e m b e r  
1 4 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  i n  Lowther  t o  C r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l o ,  O c t o b c r  
15,  1 9 0 0 ,  i n  7, 0,  3 7 1 / 5 6 0 ,  No, 662.  



t o  b u i l d  a n  E m p i r o  w i d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h u i r  own a n d  t h e  l a s t  

t h i n g  t h a y  w a n t e d  was  c o m p e t i t i o n  f r o m  t h e s e  u p s t a r t s .  F i q a l l y ,  

Kiamil ,  w i t h  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  t h o  S a l o n i c a  Cornmitt- ,  d i r o c t e d  

t h e  l o c a l  v a l i s  n o t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n y  s u c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h -  

o u t  h i s  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  a n d ,  i n  c a s e s  o f  c o n t i n u e d  i n t e r f e r e n c e ,  

g a v e  t h e  v a l i s  p a r m i s s i o n  t o  u s e  m i l i t a r y  a i d  t o  d i s p e r s e  t h e  
' , 

t r o u b l e - m a k e r s  p r o v i d e d  t h i s  u s e  o f  f o r c e  was  a p p r o v e d  b e f o r e -  

h a n d  hy t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  War. I n  t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  

s u r f a c e  a g r e e m e n t ,  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  t h o  G r a n d  V i z i e r  a n d  t h o  

C.U. P. d i f f e r e d  c o n s i d e r a b l y .  K i a m i l  was  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  establish 

t h e  p r e p o n d e r a n c e  o f  c a b i n e t  r u l e ,  a g a i n s t  t h e  c l a i m s  o f  u s u r p e r s ,  

w h o r e a s  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  G r a n d  V iz i e r  o n l y  i n  o r d e r  

t o  b e  r i d  o f  p o t e n t i a l  r i v a l s .  H e n c e ,  when t h e  p r o b l e m  w a s  

f i n a l l y  b r o u g h t  u n d e r  c o n t r o l  i n  l a t e  O c t o b e r ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  

t o  t h e  c h a 5 ; r i n  o f  Kiamil P a s h a ,  was a l r e a d y  w e l l  o n  i t s  way i n  

s e t t i n g  u p  p r o v i n c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  i t s  own. The G r a n d  

V i z i e r ,  d i d  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  r e a s s e r t  t h e  s u p r e m a c y  o f  c a b i n e t  

r u l e  a s  h e  now l a c k e d  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  t o  d o  s o .  

Yet, t h e  C.U.P. a t  t h i s  t ime p l a y e d  o n l y  a s u p e r v i s o r y  r o l e ,  

k e e p i n q  c l o s e  w a t c h  o n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s  w i t h -  

* o u t  u n d u e  i n t e r f e r e n c e .  l3 As m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  

13. L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  A u g u s t  31, 1908 ,  i n  F .  0 .  
3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 5 2 8 .  

u. S e e  C h a p t e r  I 1  I .  



a f t e r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  many c o r r u p t  o f f i c i a l s  h a d  e i t h e r  b e e n  

d i s m i s s e d  o r  f o r c e d  t o  r e s i g n .  I n  t h o  c a s e  o f  a n u m b e r  o f  

h i g h  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h o  C o m r n i t t e o  a c t e d  s w i f t l y  a n d  r e p l a c e d  t h e m  

w i t h  m o r e  r e l i a b l e  man ,  h o l d i n g  t h e  f o r m e r  r e s l ~ o n s i b l e  f o r  much 

o f  t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  u n d e r  H a m i d i a n  d e s p o t i s m .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  

t h e y  f o u n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p u n i s h  m i n o r  o f f i c i a l s  who were 

f o r c e d  t o  a c c e p t  b r i b e s  s o l e l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  w i l l  t o  s u r -  

v i v e ;  t h e y  were b i t h b $ ,  p o o r l y  p a i d  o r  p a i d  i r r e g u l a r l y  a n d  h a d  

t h e y  r e n o u n c e d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  b r i b e r y  t h e y  a n d  t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  

w o u l d  h a v e  d i e d  o f  s t a r v a t i o n .  As a r e s u l t ,  i n i t i a l l y  t h e y  o n l y  

f i r e d  t h e  m o s t  c o r r u p t  o f f i c i a l s  a n d  l e f t  t h e  r e s t  t o  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  t o  r e s o l v e ,  l4 U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h o  v a c a n c i e s  

were n o t  f i l l e d  b y  g o o d  s u 5 s t i t u t e s .  l5 P a r t  o f  t h e  r e a s o n ,  

p e r h a p s ,  was d u e  t o  t h e  u n a v a i l a b i l t i y  o f  c o m p e t e n t  i n d i v i d u a l s  

o r  o f t e n  t h e  u n w i l l i n g n e s s  o f  s u c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  s e r v e .  A l s o ,  

i n  many i n s t a n c e s ,  t h a  C o m m i t t e e  were n o t  s e e k i n :  t o  o u s t  

c o r r u p t  men f r o m  p o w e r ,  b u t  t o  p r o v i d e  s i n e c u r e s f o r  f r i e n d s  

a n d  r e l a t i v e s ,  a p r a c t i c e  n o  d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h e  H a m i d i a n  d a y s .  

The  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  e m p i r e  w a s  c h a o t i c ,  

U n d o u b t e d l y ,  f i n a n c i a l  w r e t c h e d n e s s  w a s  n o t  a n y t h i n g  n e w  i n  t h e  

1 4 .  C o n s u l  Devy t o  L o w t h e r ,  D a m a s c u s ,  O c t o b e r  1, 1 9 0 8 ,  
enclosure 1 i n  L o w t h c r  t o  G r c y ,  C o n s t q n t i n o p l e ,  
O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F ,  0, 3 7 1 / 5 6 0 ,  No. 697 ,  

15. I b i d .  



* 
O t t o m n n  E m p i r e .  Tho M i n i s t e r  o f  F i n a n c o  h o d  a b s o l u t e l y  n o  

i d n a  a s  t o  w h a t  U I ~ S  happr~ : l i . r i y  i n  t h o  oconorn i c  s p h e r e .  He d i d  n o t  

know t h e  e x a c t  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  f l o a t i n n  d e b t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  n o r  

* The h i s t o r i a n  K a r a  T e c h o l o b i z a d e  w r i t i n g  i n  1 6 5 4  
s t a t e d  " ce t  a c c r o i s s e m e n t  e x c o s s i f  d e s  d 6 p e n s e s  
e n t r c - t - i l  d a n s  l e s  d e s s e i n s  d e  l a  P r o v i d e n c e ?  
E s t - c o  u n e  f o r t u n e  a t t a c h g e  a u  k h a l i f a t ? "  And 
i n  1 7 7 8  S u l t a n  A b d u l h a m i d  I ,  w r i t i n g  t o  h i s  
G r a n d  V i z i e r ,  s a i d  "Ce t t e  p r 6 o c c u p a t i o n  d u  
m a n q u e  d ' a r g e n t  n e  me l a i s s e  d e  r e p o s  n i  
l e  j o u r  n i  l a  n u i t ,  c e t t e  p e n u i r i e  m a g i t e ,  
je v o u s  l e  j u r e ,  e u  p o i n t  d e  m i *  e n l e v e r  l e  
sommeil," In  1 8 5 4 ,  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  C r i m e a n  
ujnr a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  f i s c a l  p r o b l e m s ,  T u r k e y ,  
f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  was  f o r c e d  t o  r e s o r t  t o  
f o r e i q n  l o a n s  a n d ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  e f f o r t s  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  f i n a n c i a l  o r d e r ,  i t  f a i l e d  t o  
s u c c e e d .  I n  1 8 6 1 ,  L o r d  J o h n  R u s s e l l ,  t h e n  
t h e  F o r e i o n  M i n i s t e r  o f  B r i t a i n ,  w r o t e  t o  
t h e  ~ r i t i s h  a m b a s s a d o r ,  S i r  H e n r y  .Bu lwer ,  
a t  t h e  P o r t e  t h a t t h e  a c c e s s i o n  o f  S u l c a n  
A b d u l a z i z  w a s  a  f a v o u r a b l e  o c c a s i o n  f o r  
T u r k e y  t o  f r e e  h e r s ~ l f  f r o m  f i n a n c i a l  e m b a r -  
r a s s m e n t s .  From 1 8 6 2  o n ,  e d i c t s  a n d  i m p e r i a l  
r e s c r i p t s  f o l l o w e d  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n  r a p i d  s u c c e s -  
s i o n ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  by s u c c e s s i v e  l o a n s  f r o m  
a b r o a d ,  b u t  t h e  n a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  t o  l i v e  i n  
p e r p e t u a l  f i n a n c i n l  c r i s i s  t i l l  t h e  c r a s h  i n  
1876.  The c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  P u b l i c  
D e b t  i n  1 8 8 1  c h a n g e d  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  s o m e w h a t  
f o r  t h e  b e t t e r ,  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  u n d e r  t h e  c o n -  
t i n u e d  m i s r u l e  o f  S u l t a n  A b d u l h a m i d  a p e r m a n e n t  
s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  e l u d e d  e v e n  t h e  e x p e r t s  
of  t h e  P u b l i c  D e b t .  

S e e r  E n c l o s u r e  1 Adam B l o c k ' s  memorandum o n  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e ,  i n  
L o w t h o r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  O c t o b e r  2 7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0 ,  3 7 1 / 5 4 9 ,  No. 7 2 2 .  



c o u l d  h e  s t a t e  w i t h  p r e c i s i o n  t h e  r e v e n u s  a n d  o x p e r r r { i t u r e  

o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  He h a d  l i t t l e  o r  n o  i d e a  a b o u t  t h o  f u t u r o  
I 

a s  wel l .  The f i n a n c e  m i n i s t e r ' s  t a s k  was i n d e e d  a n  u n e n v i a b l e  

one as  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  t h e  H a m i d i a n  e r a ,  

f i c t i t i o u s  b u d g e t s ,  a n n u a l  d e f i c i t s ,  u n p a i d  s a l a r i e s ,  ever  

i n c r e a s i n g  f l o a t i n g  d e b t s ,  u n c h e c k e d  p a l a c e  e x t r a v a g a n c e  a n d  

c o n t i n u a l  b o r r o ~ i n g s  h a d  b r o u g h t  t h e  t r e a s u r y  o n c e  a g a i n  t o  

t h e  b r i n k  o f  b a n k r u p t c y ,  In  o r d e r  t o  cut e x p e n d i t u r e ,  t h e  

f i r s t  o b j e c t  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t o  r e d u c e  t h e  numbor  o f  e m p l o y e e s  

i n  t h e  i n f l a t e d  b u r e a u c r a c y  a n d  a r m y .  A s  t h e  p r i m c  m o v e r s  

o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  n o h o d y  d a r e d  t o u c h  t h e  a r m y ,  n o r  d i d  a n y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  r e t r e n c h m c n t s  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  bureaucracy, 

e x c e p t  t h e  d i s p e r s a l  o f  H a m i d i a n  s p i e s .  The p r o p e r  c o l l e c t i o n  

o f  r c v e n u e  d e p c n d e d  on a n  e f f i c i e n t  a n d  w e l l  p a i d  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  i n i t i a l  i m p a r t  o f  s u c h  a v e n t u r e  w o u l d  h a v e  

i n c u r r e d  a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n c ' i t u r o s ,  The e c o n o n ? i c  w e l l  b e i n g  

o f  t h e  E m p i r e  d e p e n d e d  o n  t h e  p e ~ s a n t  a n d  h e  w a s  a l r e a d y  

o v e r b u r d e n e d  w i t h  t a x e s  a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n .  And n e i t h e r  

K i a m i l ' s  c a b i n e t  n o r  t h e  C.U.P. s h o w e d  a n y  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  

p l a c e  a d d i t i o n a l  t a x e s  on  t h e  r i c h  l a n d l o r d s  a s  a  s o u r c e  

o f  f u r t h e r  r e v e n u e ,  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  b e c a m e  

t o t a l l y  d e p e n d e n t  on  f o r e i g n  l o s n s  t o  s c e  i t  t h r o u g h  t h i s  



* 
d i f f i c u l t  p c ? r i o d .  

+t A n u m b o r  o f  e f f o r t s  were m a d e  t o  i m p r o v o  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  
s i t u n t , i o r i  by p r o v i d i n q  i n c r n t i v o s  t o  t r a d e  a n d  c o m m e r c e ,  
U n d e r  t h ~  a u s p i c e s  o f  Adam B l o c k ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  r e p r s s c n -  
t a t i v e  o n  t h o  U t t o m a n  D e b t ,  a p r o p o s a l  was m a d e  t o  f o u n d  
a n  A n g l o - T u r l : i s h  n n t i o n ~ l  b a n k .  T h e  b a n k  was t o  h a v e  
b o e n  c a l l e d  t h e  " N a t i o n a l  Bank o f  T u r k e y . "  T h e  c h i e f  
o b j e c t  o f  t h e  b a n k  b ~ s i d e s  o r d i n a r y  b a n k i n g  b u s i n e s s ,  
was t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h ,  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  c o m m e r c e ,  a n d  
i n d u s t r i e s  a s  w ~ l l  a s  t o  p r o m o t e  p u b l i c  u ~ o r k s  p r o s r a m -  
me:;. I t  a l s o  h o p e d  t o  s u p p l y  l a n d h o l d e r s  w i t h  t h e  m e a n s  
o f  c a r r y i n g  o u t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  b y  g r a n t i n g  t h e m  l o z n s '  o n  
t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e i r  l a n d s .  Adam B l o c k  u s e d  h i s  e x c e l -  
l e n t  p r i v a t e  c o n n r  c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Young T u r k s  t o  g e t  t h e m  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h c  p r o j e c t  a n d  Kiamil  a l s o  w e n t  a l o n e  
w i t h  t h e  i d e a .  T h u s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  b a n k i n g  g r o u p  r e c e i v e d  
t h e  b l e s s i n q s  o f  b o t h  t h e  c o v e r n m c n t  a n d  t h e  C.U.P. B l o c k  
w a s  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  p a t r i o t i c  n a t u r e  o f  
t h e  b a n k  w o u l d  m a k e  i t  a  s u c c e s s  a n d  h e  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  
F o r e i g n  O f f i c o  t o  g e t  B r i t i s h  b a n k e r s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  
p r o p o s o d  c o l l ~ b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  T u r k s .  T h e  b o a r d  o f  
d i r e c t o r s i u o u l d  h a v e  c o n s i s t ~ d  o n e - h a l f  o f  T u r k s  a n d  t h e  
o t h e r  h a l f  B r i t i s h .  On t h e  T u r k i s h  s i d e  i t  i n c l u d e d  
P r i n c e  Szid Halim, a g r a n d s o n  o f  Muhammad A l i  o f  E g y p t  
a n d  a p r o  i n e n t  Young T u r k ,  Ref i k  B e y ,  a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  
Young T u r k ,  H a s s a n  Feh i rn  P a s h a ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  J u s t i c e ,  
S a i d  P a s h a ,  t h o  f o r m e r  G r a n d  V i z i e r ,  Jemi l  P a s h a ,  a 
Young T u r k  a n d  t h e  S h e i k - u l - I s l a m ' s  s o n - i n - l a w ,  N u b a r  
P a s h a ,  a p r o m i n e n t  E g y p t i a n  A r m e n i a n  a n d  a n u m b e r  of  
o t h e r s .  Great B r i t a i n  was t o  be  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  Adam 
B l o c k ,  E d w i n  W h i t t a l l ,  Mr. E s s o y a n ,  a B r i t i s h  A r m e n i a n  
s u b j e c t ,  a n d  c e r t a i n  o t h e r s .  

G e r a r d  L o w t h e r  w a n t e d  t o  e x p l o i t  t h e  c u r r e n t  A n o l o -  
F r e n c h  popularity a n d  p r o p o s e d  a d u a l  f i n a n c i a l  c o n t r o l  o f  
t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  b y  Great B r i t a i n  a n d  F r a n c o  t o  t h e  e x -  
z l u s i o n  o f  G e r n m n y ,  L o w t h e r  f e l t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  s a f e p u a r d  
B r i t i s h  i n t e r e s t s  f u r t h e r  if a l o n g s i d e  t h e  F r e n c h  f i n a n c i a l  
a d v i s e r  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  1 1 1 )  a n  E n g l i s h m a n  were a l s o  a p p o i n t e d .  
G r e y  o p p o s e d  t h e  i d e a  o n  t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  G e r m a n y  h a d  a l -  
r e a d y  b u i l t  u p  a s t a k e  i n  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  f o r t u n e s  o f  t h e  
E m p i r e  a n d  w o u l d  n o t  a l l o w  a d u a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  f i n a n c e s .  
He a d v i s e d  h i s  a n b a s s a d o r  t h a t  i t  w a s  n o t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
t ime t o  r a i s e  s u c h  i s s u e s  w i t h  t h e  T u r k i s h  q o v e r n m e n t , ,  - 

S e a :  e n c l o s u r n  1, Adam R l o c k ' s  memorandum i n  L o w t h e r  t o  
G r e y ,  P e r a ,  N ~ v c m b c r  1 0 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F .0 .  3 7 1 / 5 4 9 ,  No. 764 a n d  
G r o y  t o  Lowt,h: i r ,  F o r o i g n  O f f i c e ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 ,  1908 ,  i n  
F. 0.  3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 1 3 0 .  
Soo a l s o *  Lowthc r t o  ~ a r d i n ~ a ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l c ,  A u g u s t  
3 0 ,  1 3 0 8 ,  i n  F.  0. 3 7 1 / ' 5 4 6 ,  u n n u m b o r c d .  



I t  was i n  t h o  m i d s t  o f  t h o s e  v a r i e d  c r i s e s  - d i p l o m a t i c ,  

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  f i s c a l  - t h a t  t h o  C o m m i t t e e  mado i t s  

e l e c t o r a l  p r c p a r a t i ~ q s .  The e l e c t o r a l  u n i t  ffias b'd d d ~ a n , j n k ,  

w h i c h  was d i v i d o d  i n t o  K a z a s  ( d i s t r i c t s )  a n d  N a h i e  ( town w a r d s ) .  

The v o t e r ' s  l i s t s  w e r e  c o m p i l e d  by P r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  C o u n c i l s  

i n  t h e  N a h i o s  a n d  K a z a s ,  imams, p r i e s t s  a n d  headmen o f  t h e  

v i l l a g e s  a n d  o t h e r  l o c a l  n o t a b l e s .  When t h e  l i s t s  w e r e  c o n -  

p l e t e d  t h e y  were r e v i s e d  by a Commiss ion  o f  C o n t r o l  u n d e r  t h e  

p r e s i d e n c y  o f  t h e  mayor o f  t h e  c h i e f  town i n  t h e  Kaza a n d  t h e  - 
f i n a l  l i s t  was p o s t c  d f o r  a f o r t n i g h t  k i l l  o v e r  t h e  Kaza i n  -9 

o r d e r  t o  p u b l i c i z e  t h e  e l e c t i o n s .  Then i t  was l e f t  t o  t h e  

M u t e s s a r i :  - i t  t o  d e c i d e  t h o  number  o f  d e p u t i e s  t o  b e  e l e c t e d  t o  

t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  f r o m  t h e  S a n j a k .  1 6  

The e l e c t i o n s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  two s t a g e s .  I n  t h e  

p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n s  2 5 0  t o  7 5 0  p e o p l e  w e r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  by a n  

e l a c t o r  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  d e g r e e ,  7 5 0  t o  1 2 5 0  by two e l e c t o r s  a n d  s o  

on a n d ,  a t  t h a  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n s  b y  b a l l o t ,  

t h e  s u c c ~ s s f u l  c a n d i d a t e s  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  d e g r e e  were s e n t  t o  

t h e  S a n j r k ,  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  w h c r e  t h e y  met  t o  e l e c t  d e p u t i e s  

t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  ~ s s e r n b l ~ . ~ ~  The e l e c t i o n s  w e r e  h e l d  i n  s u c h  a  

way t h a t ,  i n  t h i s  s e c o n d  s t a g e  o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  o n e  n a t i o n a l  

1 6 .  E n c l o s u r e  4 .  Summary o f  e l e c t o r a l  l a w  i n  L o w t h e r  t o  
G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  Novcmbor 1 7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F .  0, 
371 /546 ,  No. 6 2 0 .  

1 7 ,  I b i d ,  



d e p u t y  would  represent 2 5 , 0 0 0  t o  7 5 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e ,  two w o u l d  

r e p r e s e n t  7 5 , 0 0 0  t o  1 2 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  s o  o n ,  To c i t e  an  o x a m p \ e ,  

i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a b o u t  2 5 0 , 0 0 0  p e o p l e  were e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  

v o t e  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n s  a n d  5 0 0  e l e c t o r s  o f  t h a  s e c o n d  

d e g r e e  were c h o s e n  t o  e l e c t  t e n  n a t i o n a l  d e p u t i e s  f rom t h e  

a r e a .  A l l  m a l e s  o v e r  t w e n t y - f i v e  y e a r s  o f  a g e  w e r e  a l l o w e d  

t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  

" f o r e i g n e r s  a n d  n a t i v e s  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  f o r e i g n  p o w e r s ,  

c r i m i n a l s ,  u n d i s c h a r g e d  b a n k r u p t s ,  n o n - p a y e r s  o f  t a x e s ,  p e r s o n s  

i n  p r i v a t e  s s r v i c e  n o t o r i o u s  f o r  i l l - c o n d u c t ,  p r i v a t e  s o l d i e r s  

e x c e p t  ~uhen  t h e y  a r e  on f u r l o u g h  i n  t h e i r  homes ,  a n d  r e s i d e n t s  

o f  u n d e r  o n e  y e a r ,  "" The s t i p u l a t i o n  t h a t  would -be  v o t e r s  

h a d  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e s e  v a r i e d  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  a g e ,  f o r e i g n  n a t i o n -  

a l i t y ,  f o r e i g n  s e r v i c e ,  paymnni  o f  t a x e s  a s  well a s  d i s c h a r g e  

o f  l e g a l  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  some o f  which  i n v o l v e d  c o m p l i c a t e d  

q u e s t i o n s  o f  l a w ,  l e f t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  

e l e c t o r a l  c o m m i s s i o n  a n d ,  on a number  o f  o c c a s i o n s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  

u s e d  i t s  power  u n s c r u p u l o u s l y  t o  i n c l u d e  o r  e x c l u d e  c a n d i d a t e s ,  2 1  

1 0  I b i d ,  

1 9 ,  B u x t o n ,  C h a r l e s .  T u r k e y  i n  R e v o l u t i o n  -9 London,  1 9 0 9 ,  
P .  1 0 6 .  

20, E n c l o s u r e  4 .  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  November 
1 7 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  i n  F. 0, 3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 620 .  

21 .  B u x t o n ,  p p ,  190,  1 9 1 .  



A l s o  t h c  t a x  c l a u s e  e l i m i n a t e d  a c o n s i d o r a b l o  number  o f  p o o r  

p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  v o t i n g  l i s t .  

The C .U , P .  C e n t r a l .  C o m m i t t e e  i n  S a l o n i c a ,  p u b l i s h e d  i t s  

e l e c t o r a l  p rog ramme i n  m i d - A u g u s t ,  1 9 0 8  a n d ,  n o  s o o n e r  h a d  i t  d o n e  

s o  t h a n  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  came i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  B u l g a r i a n s ,  The 

C.U.P, programme h a d  a s k e d  f o r  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  a s  i t  

was c o n s t i t u t e d  i n  1 8 7 6  a n d  i t  p r o m i s e d  p o l i t i c a l  l i b e r t y  t o  

a l l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e y  w e r e  n o t  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  

i n t e g r j t y  o f  t h e  E m p i r e .  22 I t  a l s o  p r o m i s e d  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e  o f  l o c a l  a u t o n o m y  w i t h i n  t h e  limits o f  a  f e d e r a l -  

p r o v i n c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  e x p l a i n  how t h e  p r i n c i p l e  

was  t o  b e  p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e .  T u r k i s h  was  made t h e  o f f i c i a l  

l a n g u a g e  i n  a l l  b r a n c h e s  o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  

t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  till t h e  

p a r l i a m e n t  h a d  c o n v e n e d ,  b e f o r e  t a c k l i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r e -  

a d j u s t m e n t s ,  The p l e d g e  o f  e q u a l i t y  o f  races  a n d  r e l i g i o n  was  

r e i t e r a t e d  a s  h a d  b e e n  s t a t e d  o n  e a r l i e r  o c c a s i o n s ,  c o n s p i c u o u s l y  

in 1 8 5 6  a n d  1 8 7 6 ,  The C h r i s t i a n s  w e r e  a s s u r e d  o f  a d m i s s i o n  i n t o  

t h e  a r m e d  f o r c e s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  a n d  i t  was  d e c i d e d  t o  

p l a c e  a l l  s c h o o l s  u n d e r  t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  o f  t h e  g o v e r n r n e n t , * 3  

I t  was f u r t h e r  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  m i x e d  a n d  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  s h o u l d  

2 2 .  Buchanan  t o  C r e y ,  S o f i a ,  A u g u s t  2 4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0 ,  
371/541, ,  No. 7 3 .  

2 3 .   bid. 



b o  founded f o r  t h e  p u r p o s o  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a u n i f o r m  o d u c a t i o n  f o r  

a l l  O t t o m a n  s u b j e c t s .  I n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  s c h o o l s  w a s  

t o  b o  g i v e n  i n  t h e  m o t h e r  t o n g u e  o f  t h e  e t h n i c  g r o u p s  a s  w e l l  

a s  i n  T u r k i s h ,  w h e r e a s  i n  t h e  m i x e d  a n d  h i g h e r  s c h o o l s  T u r k i s h  

s h o u l d  b e  t h e  o n l y  medium o f  i n s t r u c t i o n .  24 

f l a c e d o n i a n  B u l g a r i a n s  l i v i n g  i n  e x i l e  i n  S o f i a  i m m e d i a t e l y  

a t t a c k e d  t h e  C . U . P .  e l e c t o r a l  p rog ramme.  They  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  

v a g u e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  a u t o n o m y  a n d  a l s o  d i s a p p r o v e d  

t h e  c l a u s e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  a s  t h e y  w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  

t h a t  t h i s  w o u l d  i n v o l v e  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  e x i s t i n g  B u l g a r i a n  

s c h o o l s .  The s e m i - o f f i c i a l  Vreme w a r n e d  f r o m  S o f i a  t h a t  s u c h  

e f f o r t s  w o u l d  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  T u r k i s h  interests a n d  w o u l d  b e  

i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a d i r e c t  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r i v i l e g e s  s o  

f a r  e n j o y e d  by t h e  B u l g a r i a n  e l e m e n t .  B u t  t h e  s p o k e s m e n  f o r  

t h e  Vreme f o r g o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h a t ,  i n  1 9 0 6 ,  t h e  P r i n c i p a l i t y  

o f  B u l g a r i a  h e r s e l f  h a d  made B u l g a r i a n  c o m p u l s o r y  i n  a l l  p r i m a r y  

z n d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s ,  d e s p i t e  c o n t i n u e d  G r e e k  p r o t e s t a t i o n s ,  

t h u s  f o r c i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  t o  c l o s e  down t h e i r  s c h o o l s .  The 

I n t e r n a l  M a c e d o n i a n  R e v o l u t i o n a r y  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( I M R O )  h a d  

t e c h n i c a l l y  d i s b a n d e d  a f t e r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  

b u t  i n  r e a l i t y  i t  f u n c t i o n e d  a l l  o v e r  M ~ c e d o n i a  a s  B u l g a r o -  

M a c e d o n i a n  p o l i t i c a l  c l u b s  w h i c h ,  u n d e r  t h e  new o r d e r  o f  t h i n f f i  

24.  I b i d .  



i n  T u r k e y ,  were a l l o w e d  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  t h e  o p e n ,  From S e p t e m b e r  

20 t o  2 6 ,  a g e n e r a l  c o n g r e s s  o f  t h e s e  B u l g a r o - M a c e d o n i a n  p b l i t i -  

c a l  c l u b s  met i n  S a l o n i c a  a n d  p r o p o s e d  a number  o f  m e a s u r e s  

w h i c h  w e r e  u n a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  C.U.P. C e n t r a l  C o m m i t t e e ,  F i r s t l y ,  

t h e y  p r o p o s s d  t h a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l a n g u a g e  i n  e a c h  n a h i e  s h o u l d  

be  t h a t  s p o k o n  b y  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s  a n d  t h a t  

p r o v i n c i a l  p a r l i a m e n t s  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  r u n  l o c a l  a f f a i r s .  
2 5  

They a l s o  demanded  t h a t  t h e  p e a s a n t s  become p r o p r i e t o r s  o f  t h e  

l a n d  t h e y  t i l l e d ,  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e m  a t  l o w  

i n t e r e s t  r a t e s ,  t a x e r ,  b e  c o l l e c t e d  i n  p r o p o r t i o n  t o  t h e  r e v e n u e  

a n d  v a l u e  o f  p r o p e r t y  a n d  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  e s t a b l i s h  l e g i s l a t i o n  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  l a b o u r *  26  The f i r s t  p r o p o s a l  f o r  m a k i n g  

t h e  m a j o r i t y  l a n g u a g e  o f  a n  a r e a  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l a n g u a g e  w o u l d  

h a v e  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  i n n u m e r a b l e  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  p o l y g l o t  w o r l d  

o f  m a c e d o n i a n  e t h n i c  d i v i s i o n s .  T h i s  w o u l d  h a v e  i m m e d i a t e l y  

p i t t e d  B u l g a r i a n  a g a i n s t  T u r k ,  Turk  a g a i n s t  G r a e k  a n d  G r e e k  

a g a i n s t  B u l g a r i a n ,  n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  S e r b s ,  Jews, A l b a n i a n s  
* 

a n d  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  The c r e a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  p a r l i a m e n t s  

2 5 .  E n c l o s u r e  4 .  P roq ramme a c c e p t e d  by t h e  G e n e r a l  C o n q r o s s  
o f  B u l q a r o - M a c e d o n i a n  p o l i t i c a l  c l u b s  h e l d  a t  s a l o n  i c a  
f r o m  S e p t e m b e r  2 0  t o  2 6  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t e d  by  t h e i r  c e n t r a l  
o f f i c e  t o  t h e  Ot toman  C o m m i t t e e  o f  U n i o n  a n d  P r o o r e s s  i n  - 

L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  O c t o b e r  9 ,  1 9 0 8 ; - i n  F. 0, 
3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 138. 

2 6 .  I b i d ,  
* The M a c e d o n i a n  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  1 9 0 8  w a s  a s  

c o n f u s e d  a s  e v e r  a n d  a b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  a r ea ' s  
p a s t  h i s t o r y  i s  n e c e s s a r y  i n  o r d o r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  how 
t h e s e  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  a r o s e .  Tho d i v i s i o n  o f  n a t i o n a l i t i e s  
i n  M a c e d o n i a  c o u l d  be d r a w n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l i n e s ,  



The  a r o a s  c l o s e  t o  G r e e k ,  B u l g ~ r i n n  a n d  S c l r b i a n  
f r o n t i e r s  c a n  b e  classified a s  b o i n q  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  
G r e e k ,  H u l q n r i a n  a n d  S e r b i a n  i n  c h a r a c t o r ,  The  r e s t  
o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  w i t h  t h n  e x c e p t i o n  o f  T u r k s  
V l a c h s ,  Jews a n d  A l b a n i a n s ,  were c l e a r l y  M a c e d o n i a n ,  
T h e  M a c e d o n i a n s  s p o k o  a  d i a l e c t  o f  t h e i r  own,  b u t  a s  
a r e s u l t  o f  v a r i o u s  c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  were c o n -  
s i d e r e d  a S o u t h  S l a v  g r o u p .  T h e y  were l a t e  i n  develop- 
i n q  n a t i o n a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  c o n s e q u s n t l y  ( ~ l a c e d o n i a  tl,as 
c l a i m e d  b y  S e r b i a ,  Greece a n d  A u l g a r i a ,  S e r b i a  c l a i m e d  
t h e  a r e a  o n  ttle o r o l ~ n d s  t h a t  M a c e d o n i a n  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  
i n  c e r t a i n  r e spec t s  p a r a l l e l e d  h e r  own a n d  t h a t  t h i s  
w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e c ~ n  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  s o m e  r o o t s  i n  t h e  
S e r b i a n  p o s t ,  E u l a a r i a  m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  M a c e d o n  i a n  
d i a l e c t  w a s  n o t h i n o  m o r e  t h a n  a  v a r i a t i o n  O F  t h e  P u l o a r -  
i a n  l a n g u a o e  a n d  s e t  f o r t h  t o  p r o v e  t h i s  c o n t e n t i o n ,  ' 
Greece w a s  o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  s i n c e  m o s t  M a c e d o n i a n s  
were C r e e k  O r t h o d o x  C h r i s t i a n s ,  u n d e r  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
o f  t h o  G r e e k  P a t r i a r c h  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l c ,  s h e  w a s  t h e  
o n l y  o n e  w i t h  a c l e a r  t i t l e  t o  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  

I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  G r e e k  i n f l u e n c e  was t h e  m o s t  p r e d o m i n a n t  
a m o n q  t h e  N a c e d o n i a n s .  The  m2diui.n o f  i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
s c h o o l s  was G r e e k  a n d  a l l  t h e  h i g h  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  
p o s t s  i n  t h e  c h u r c h  w e r e  o c c u p i ~ d  b y  G r e e k s ,  N o n o t h e -  
l e s s ,  i t  f a i l e d  t o  Hellenize t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  T h e  v a s t  
m a j o r i t y  o f  i t  was p e a s a n t s  a n d ,  b e i n g  i l l i t e r a t e ,  
t h e y  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s p e a k  t h e  M a c e d o n i a n  d i a l e c t  o r  t h e  
o t h e r  l a n g u a g e s  ( G r e e k  t S e r b i a n ,  B u l g a r i a n  a n d  o t h e r s )  
a n d  d i a l e c t s  o f  t h e  a r e a ,  W i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  
B u l q a r i a n  - -  E v q r c h a t e  i n  1 8 7 0  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  V ) ,  t h e  G r e e k  
h e g e m o n y  i n  l i l a c e d o n i a  was s u c c e s s f u l l y  c h a l l e n o e d  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  time. T h i s  B u l g a r i a n  i n c u r s i o n  i n t o  M a c e d o n i a  d r e t u  
t h e  s u s p i c i o n s  o f  S e r b i a  a n d  Greece. Af t e r  A u s t r i a  t o o k  
o v e r  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  E o s n i a - H e r z e q o v i n a  i n  1 8 7 8 ,  t h e  
f o r m e r  a d v i s e d  S e r b i a  t o  t u r n  h e r  e y e s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  
o f  M a c e d o n i a ,  I n  1 8 8 6 ,  S e r b i a  f o u n d e d  a n  o r o a n i z a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  o f  e n c o u r a 2 i n g  S e r b i a n  n a t i o n a l i s m  i n  
t h e  p r o v i n c e  a n d  s i m i l a r  e f f o r t s  were p u r s u e d  b y  Greece 
a s  UJell t o  d i r n i n i q h  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  B u l g a r i a ' s  e n c r o a c h m e n t s .  
I n  1 9 0 8 ,  a t  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f  t h e  Y o u n s  T u r k  R e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  
t h r e e  O a l k a n  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e i r  a s s o r t m e n t  o f  s u p p o r t e r s  i n  
M a c e d o n i a  w o r e  d e a d l o c k e d  i n  a f r e n z i e d  s t r u q q l e  f o r  t h e  
c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  v e r y  n a t u r o  o f  
t h i s  d e a d l o c k ,  t h e y  w o r e  u n a b l e  t o  i n t e r v e n e  d i r e c t l y  i n  
t h ~  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h o  new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  T u r k e y .  

S e e  Wayno V u c i n i c h ,  S e r b i a  Or>ttueen E a s t  a n d  W o s t ,  S t a n f o r d ,  
19G4,  P a r t  S i x  ( T h a  b1acedoni : )n  I m b r o a l i o  1 .  no. f22-64 .  . -  3 , -  

~ l s o -  M, N, B r a i l s f ' o r d ,  M a c n d o n i s  r 1 t s  Racos a n d  ~ h c ? i r  
F u t u r e ,  L o n d o n ,  1 9 0 6 ,  p a s s i m .  



t o  g o v e r n  M a c n d o n i a  w o u l d  h a v e  effectively s p l i t  u p  t h e  E m p i r e  

i n t o  n n u m b e r  o f  f e d o r a l  provinces, w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  

w o u l d  h a v e  p l o c s d  t h e  p r o v i n c e  i n  a p o s i t i o n  o f  v i r t u a l  a u t o n o m y  

o r  c h a o s .  In  t h a t  c a se  M a c e d o n i a  c o u l d  e i t h e r  d e c l a r e  i n d e p e n -  

d e n c e  o r  p r o c l a i m  h o r  own u n i o n  w i t h  B u l g a r i a .  I t  w a s  a l s o  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  M a c e d o n i a  w o u l d  b r e a k  up, a s  i t  d i d  i n  1 9 1 2 - 1 3 ,  

The Youno T u r k s  were o b v i o u s l y  u n w i l l i n g  t o  p l a y  i n t o  t h e  h a n d s  

of  t h o s e  who, w h i l e  d i s c l a i m i n g  a l l  i n t e n t i o n s  t o  s e p a r a t e  

M a c e d o n i a  f r o m  T u r k e y ,  were l i k e l y  t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  p r o v i n c e  

v i r t u a l l y  i n t o  a B u l g a r i a n  d o m a i n .  The l a s t  f o u r  d e m a n d s  were 

t o o  s o c i a l i s t i c  a n d  a g a i n s t  t h o  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e p o u e r f u l  p r o -  

p e r t i e d  e l e m e n t s  w i t h i n  t h e  C.U.P. a n d ,  c o n s e q u c n t l y ,  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  was  u n w i l l i n g  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  B u l g a r i 2 n s .  
* 

.w The 0u lqL-7 r . i ans  i n  M a c e d o n i a  w e r e  divided i n t u  f o u r  s e p a r -  
a t e  g r o u p s  - t h e  p a r t i s a n s  o f  S a n d a n s k y ,  t h e  p e a s a n t r y  
a n d  t h e  I n t e r n a l  - O r a a n i z a t i o n  a n d  i t s  C e n t r a l  Commit-  
t e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  in- of i a .  S a n d a n s k y  w a s  a s e l f -  
p r o c l a i m e d  s o c i a l i s t  o f  s o r t s  a n d ,  h e n c e ,  o p p o s e d  t o  
t h e  i d e a  o f  B u l g a r i a n  a s c e n d a n c y .  The p e a s a n t r y  were 
p r i m a r i l y  p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  b e t t e r  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  a n d  t h e  
p u r s u i t  o f  t h e i r  own d a y  t o  d a y  g o a l s .  The I n t e r n a l  
O r g a n i z a t i o n  y a s  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  a n  e v e n t u a l  a n n e x a t i o n  
of  M a c e d o n i a  t o  E u l g a r i a .  It &as  a l s o  h o p o T u l  t h a t  
t h e  l a t e n t  a n t a g o n i s m  b e t w e e n  t h e  member s  o f  t h e  o l d  r e g i m e  
a n d  t h e  C.U,P, w o u l d  r e s u l t  i n  a n a r c h y  i n  N a c e d o n i a ,  t h u s  
p r o v i d i n g  t h e m  w i t h  t h e  e x c u s e  t o  s e v o r  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  
connections u i t h  t h e  O t t o m a n s .  S a n d a n s k y  h a d  a l r e a d y  
p r o m i s e d  a b s o l t ~ t e  s c ~ p p o r t  t o  t h e  Young T u r k  c a u s e  a g a i n s t  
a l l  c o m e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  O u l g a r i z n s .  H i s  i n f l u e n c e  w a s ,  
h o w e v c r ,  c o n f i n c d  t o  t h e  S e r r e s  d i s t r i c t ,  w h c r e a s  t h e  
I n t e r n a l  0 r q z n i z a t i o r ? s  p o w e r  e x t o n d c d  o v n r  ih t l  g r e a t e r  
p a r t  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  N o n a t h e l e s s ,  t h o  C.U.P. t o o k  
he : ; r t  a t  Sand;~risky ' , ;  p o  i t  l a n ,  t h u s  q i v i n g  t t l c m  t h ~  
s t r r - r i q t h  t o  h o l d  t h c i r  oiun a l ; a i n s t  t h e  c n c r o a c h i n ?  
O u l g a r j a n  d c m n n d s .  
Snc n u c h n n n n  t o  G r a y ,  S o f i a ,  A u g u s t  1 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F .  0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 7 2 .  



Tha Armenians t o o  c a u s e d  immense  p r o b l e m s  F o r  t h e  C,U.P ,  

Tha A r m e n i a n s  were s p l i t  i n t o  t h r e e  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  o l e c t i o n ?  - 
t h e  Dashnaks, t h a  t - lunt .chaks a n d  t h e  A r m e n i s t g .  The f i r s t  t w o ,  

w i t h  l i t t l e  f a i t h  i n  T u r k i s h  g o o d n e s s  a n d  b e i n q  n a t i o n a l i s t  

a g r a e i n g  n o t  t o  o p p o s e  o a c h  o t h e r s  c a n d i d a t e s .  '-' The A r r n e n j . s t s  . .- 

were m o d e r a t e s  ~ t i l l i n g  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  T u r k s  a n d  t h e y  h ~ d  

t h e  l i m i t e d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  c l e r g y ,  t h e  l a n d o w n e r s  a n d  

m e r c h a n t s  o f  t h o  A r m e n i a n  Communi ty .  A l e a d i n g  s p o k e s m a n  f o r  

t h e  A r m p n i s t r ,  was t h e  P a t r i a r c h  I z m i r l i a r ~ ,  who c o n f i d e d  t o  : t h e  

B r i t i s h  d r a g o m a n  F i t z m a u r i c e  t h a t  t h o  o n l y  h o p e  f o r  h i s  r a c e  

was t o  work  c l o s e l y  with t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s t s  i n  T u r k e y .  2 8  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  h i m ,  i t  was easy  f o r  t h e  B u l g a r i a n s  a n d  G r e e k s  t o  

a n t a g o n i z e  t h e  T u r k s  i n  t h e i r  m i d s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  p r o x i m i t y  

t o  E u r o p e ,  w h e r e a s ,  h i s  p e o p l e ,  b u r i e d  away  i n  t h e  a l m o s t  i n -  

a c c e s s i b l e  p r o v i n c e s  o f  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  a n d  c o n t i n u a l l y  a t  t h e  

m e r c y  o f  d i s o r d e r l y  e l e m e n t s ,  h a d  n o  a l t e r n a t i v e  b u t  t o  c o o p e r a t e  

w i t h  t h e  new T u r k i s h  r e g i m e ,  29  Bu t  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t s ,  t h e  

27. L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h c r a p i a ,  O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F, 0, 
3 7 1 / 5 6 0 ,  No, 705, 

28. E n c l o s u r e  1. Memorandum by F i k z m a u r t c o  i n  L o w t h e r  t o  
G r e y ,  P e r a ,  December  2, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No, 
821. 

2 9 .  I b i d .  



Dashnaks and t h o  Huntchnks, made h i s  p o s i t i o n  u n t o n a b l o  c l a i m -  

i n g  t h a t  t h e  C . U . P .  had f a i l ~ d  t o  p r o v i d e  any j u s t i c e  wh8tso- 

e v e r  under  t h e  new o r d e r  and t h e y  were a b l e  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  

m a j o r i t y  o f  Armenians t o  t h i s  p o i n t  o f  v iew.  

The a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  Armenian n a t i o n a l i s t s  reawakened 

T u r k i s h  a n i m o s i t y  and s u s p i c i o n s  towards  t h a t  r a c e  i n  no t ime .  

By t h e  b e g i n n i n g  u f  October,  o b s e r v e r s  began t o  d e t e c t  a  r a p i d  

i n c r e a s e  o f  T u r k i s h  a n i m o s i t y  towards  t h e  Armenians i n  t h e  

e a s t e r n  v i l a y e t s ,  Undoubtedly ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t  a c t i v i t i e s  were 

n o t  t h e  s o l e  reason  f o r  t h i s  r e s t i v e n e s s .  I n  a r e a s  l i k e  Van, 

t h e  Turks  were a  m i n o r i t y  composed m o s t l y  o f  government  employ- 

ees, -'. Zaptieh:;. s m a l l  l a n d h o l d e r s  and t i t h e  fa rmers .  Nonothe- 

l e s s ,  under  Abdulhamid, t h e y  were a b l e  t o  pose a s  Eashi-Razuks 

and were c o n t i n u a l l y  i n v c l v e d  i n  schemes t o  e x t e r m i n a t e  t h e  

Armenians. Suddenly t h e y  had  t o  accommodate themse lves  t o  

d i f f e r e n t  r e a l i t i e s  and t h e y  were n o t  c o n t e n t  a t  a  s t a t o  o f  

a f f a i r s  wh ich  reduced  t h e i r  powers t o  supp lement  t h e i r  l i v i n s  

by p l u n d e r i n g  t h e  Armenians. The Armenians on t h e  o t h e r  hand, 

became b o l d e r  and  t h e  r h e t o r i c  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t s  made t h o  

Turks  a l l  t h e  more s u l l e n .  

The Young Turk R e v o l u t i o n  c r e a t e d  a  c u r i o u s  s i t u a t i o n  

f o r  T s a r i s t  Russia.  The T u r k i s h  Armenians now e n j o y e d  g r e a t e r  

p o l i t i c a l  f reedor ,  t h a n  t h e i r  Russ ian  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  F o r m o r l y ,  

i t  was a  common p r a c t i c e  f o r  Armenians i n  Turkey t o  c r o s s  

i l l e g a l l y  i n t o  Russ ia  and pass  on f o r  Russ ian  n a t i o n a l s .  Now 



t h u s  were l e f t  w i t h  two c h o i c e s  - o i t h e r  t o  g i v e  a  m o r e  l i b e r a l  

r o g i m e  i n  t h e  C a u c a s u s  o r  s t i r  u p  t r o u b l e  i n  T u r k e y  t o  make 

t h e  A r m e n i n n s  d i s s a t i s f i e d .  They c h o s e  t h e  l a t t e r  alternative 

by l e t t i n g  A r ~ n e n i a n  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  s m u g g l e  arms f r o m  R u s s i a  

i n t o  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a ,  h o p i n g  t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t s  w o u l d  k e e p  

t h e  p o t  b o i l i n g .  In  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a l l  t h e s e  i n t r i g u e s ,  t h e r e  

was  a  c u r i o u s  g r o u p  o f  M u s l i m s  a n d  A r m e n i a n s  i n  e a s t e r n  A n a t o l i a  

p l o t t i n g  t h e  a n n e x a t i o n  o f  A z e r b a i j a n  t o  T u r k e y ,  3 0  

U n d e r  t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h e r e  is  l i t t l e  w o n d e r  t h a t  t h e  

e l e c t i o n s  were f o u g h t  o u t  i u i t h  t e n s e  e t h n i c  o v e r t o n e s .  The 

i n e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  a u t h o r i t o s ,  a n d  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l ,  

r e l i a i o u s  a n d  e t h n i c  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  p e c u l i a r  t o  M a c e d o n i a ,  Gave  

r i s e  t o  i n n u m e r a b l e  p r o t e s t s ,  m u t u a l  r e c r i m i n a t i o n s  a n d  w h o l e -  

sale a b s t e n t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  p o l l s .  31 F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  i n  l a t e  

S e p t e m b e r ,  t h e  C. U . P ,  h a d  e n d o r s e d  t h e  c a n d i d a t u r e  o f  B u l g a r i a n  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  p u t  f o r u ~ a r d  by t h e  B u l g a r o - M a c e d o n i a n  c l u b s ,  

who,  a s  m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  were c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  m o u t h -  

p i e c e  o f  o f f i c i a l  B u l g a r i a ,  t a k i n g  o r d e r s  f r o m  S o f i a ,  I n  t h e  

a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  B u l g a r i a n  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  

3 0 .  D i c k s o n  t o  L o w t h e r ,  Van,  S e p t e m b e r  3 0 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
e n c l o s u r e  2 i n  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  
1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0, 3 7 1 / 5 6 0 ,  No. 7 0 5 ,  

31. Lamb t o  L o w t h e r ,  S a l o n i c a ,  November  9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  e n c l o s u r e  
1 i n  L o w t h c r  t o  G r e y ,  P e r a ,  Novcmbor 1 7 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
f. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No, 7 0 3 ,  



S a n d n n s k i  p o r s u a d c d  t h o  C.U.P. t o  r e p l a c s  a number o f  such  

d e a l  o f  a n i m o s i t y  among t h o  B u l g a r i a n s  o f  t h e  I n t e r n a l  

O r g a n i z a t i o n  and, whenever t h e i r  c a n d i d a t e s  were r o p l a c o d  by 

Sandansky 's  men, t h e y  a d v i s e d  t h e i r  s u p p o r t e r s  t o  a b s t r a i n  

f rom t a k i n g  p a r t  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n s ,  t h u s  c r e a t i n g  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  

t h e  e l e c t i o n s  were  u n f a i r .  The Armenians i n  A n a t o l i a  c o m p l a i n e d  

t h a t  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s  h a d  been so p a r c e l l e d  o u t  a s  t o  swamp t h e i r  

v o t e s  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  Mus l ims .  The Greeks a l s o  had  s i m i l a r  

c o m p l a i n t s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  b y  r e m o v i n g  t h e  I s l a n d  o f  Thasos 

f rom t h e  v o t i n g  l i s t  o f  t h o  Snn.lak o f  Drama, t h e y  c l a i m e d  t h a t  

t h e  C.U.P. h a d  d e p r i v e d  them o f  a  The C.U.P. i n i t i a l l y  

h a d  p r o m i s e d  a Greek d e p u t y  t o  t b o  p a r l i a m e n t  f rom t h e  S a n j a k ,  

b u t  w i t h  t h e  separ : ! t ion if t h e  i s l a n d  f rom t h e  San jak  o f  Drama 

t h e  Greeks wore  e f f e c t i v e l y  s p l i t  i n t o  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  g roups ,  

t h u s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e p r i v i n g  them o f  any  c l a i m s  f o r  a  n a t i o n a l  

depu ty ,  A number o f  p r o m i n e n t  C.U.P. mombers o p e n l y  d e f e n d e d  

t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  by  s a y i n g  t h a t  it w o u l d  be  b e t t e r  f o r  a l l  con-  

c e r n e d  if, f o r  a  number o f  yea rs ,  t h e  T u r k i s h  e l e m e n t  was o v e r  

- 
32. I b i d .  

3 3 .  Bonham t o  Low the r ,  Drama, Novembor 5, 1908, e n c l o s u r e  
2 i n  Lowthe r  t o  Grey,  Pera,  November 17, 1908, i n  
F. 0. 371/546, No. 783. 



r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h o  parliament. T h e  C.U.P.  a l s o  n q r n e d  t h a t  

t h o  n a t i o n a l  m i n o r i t i e s  h a d  n o t h i n g  t o  f e a r  s i n c e  t h e y  c o u l d  

d e p e n d  o n  EI c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r o g i m e  a i d e d  by l i b e r a l  o p i n i o n  in 
* 

E u r o p e  t o  s a f e g u a r d  t h o i r  i n t e r e s t s .  

E l e c t o r a l  d i s p u t e s  w o r e  w i d e s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  A n a t o l i a  

a n d  As i a t i c  T u r k e y ,  I n  K o n y a  a n d  A d a n a  a n  A r m e n i a n  m a j o r i t y  

was e l e c t e d  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  e l e c t i o n s  b e c a u s e  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  

m a s s e d  t h e i r  b a l l o t s  a n d  v o t e d  f o r  s e l e c t e d  c a n d i d a t e s .  The  

T u r k s  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  s p r e a d  t h e i r  v o t e s  a n d  a g o o d  many 

s t a y e d  a w a y  From t h e  p o l l s  a l t o g e t h e r .  The  s u b s e q u e n t  s u c c e s s  

o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s  c a u s e d  a s e r i e s  o f  d i s t u r 5 a n c e s  i n  b o t h  A d a n a  

a n d  K o n y a  a n d  f i n a l l y  a n u m b ~ r  o f  A r m e n i a n  c a n d i d a t e s ,  i n  o r d e r  

* I t  was i n d e e d  h a r d  f o r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  t o  a c c e p t  s u c h  
a b u s e s  o f  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  laws. As a r e s u l t ,  i n  e a r l y  
N o v e m b e r ,  t h e  G r e e k s  b e g a n  t o  s m u q g l e  arms i n t o  Mace- 
- d o n i a  f r o m  E p i r u s .  When c o n f r o n t e d  b y  t h e  T u r k i s h  
a m b a s s a d o r  i n  A t h e n s ,  t h e  G r e e k  f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r ' s  
r e p l y  w a s  t h a t  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s  i n  E p i r u s  w e r e  p r o c u r -  
ing arms n o t  t o  f i g h t  t h e  T u r k s ,  b u t  t,o d o f e n d  t h e m -  
s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  A l b a n i a n s ,  who were s u p p o s e d l y  
a r m i n g  t o  f i g h t  t h e  G r e e k s .  

S e e  A m b a s s a d o r  E l l i o t  t o  G r e y ,  A t h e n s ,  N o v e m b e r  15 ,  
1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 6 1 ,  No. 4 a .  A l s o  E l l i o t  t o  G r ~ y ,  
A t h e n s ,  N o v e m b e r  1 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  Fa 0, 3 7 1 / 5 6 1 ,  No. 1 5 2 .  

D o u g h t y - W y l i c  t o  L o w t h o r ,  K o n y a ,  O c t o b e r  2 5 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
e n c l o s u r e  1 i n  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  P e r a ,  N o v e m b e r  3 , -  
1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F.  0. 3 7 1 / 5 6 0 ,  No, 7 3 5 .  



t o  case t h o  t c n s i . o n ,  h a d  t o  w i t l i d r a w  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h o  T u r k s ,  * 3 5  

In  D a m a s c u s ,  F I~  l e n d i n g  ulerna UJRS a c c u s e d  o f  m a l p r a c t i c e s  i n  

t h e  c l o c t i o n s  a n d  a n  a r m e d  c o n r l i c t  b e t w e e n  h i s  p a r t i s a n s  a n d  

o p p o n e n t s  was a v e r t e d  o n l y  b y  t h e  p r o m p t  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  - V a l i  

w i t h  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  f o r c e .  A n u m b e r  o f  s i m i l a r  i n c i d e n t s  

c o u l d  b e  c i t e d ,  b u t  t h e  e x a m p l e s  above  s h o u l d  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  

t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  t r e n d s  i n  t h e s e  e l e c t o r a l  s q u a b b l e s .  

i c  I n  K o n y a ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was  m o r e  c o m p l i c a t e d .  
O r i g i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  was a n  e l e c t o r a l  a l l i a n c e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  r e f o r r n r s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  n s t i o n a l  
g r o u p s  - T u r k s ,  G r e e k s  a n d  A r m e n i a n s  - t o  v o t e  
f o r  e a c h  o t h e r ' s  c a n d i d a t e s .  H e n c e ,  when a  
n u m b o r  of  Arrncnian  ' r o f o r m o  c a n d i d a t e s  were 
f o r c e d  o u t  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  T u r k s ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  e a r e e m e n t ,  
i ~ - ~ t e r v e n e d  on  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A r m e n i a n s .  They  
disql ta . i l i f  i e d  T u r k i s h  r e p l a c e m e n t s  t o  A r m e n i a n s  
on t h e  g r o u n d s  t h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  c o u l d  b a r e l y  
, , ,p i t2  t h e i r  own names .  The a c t i o n  o f  t h e  C , u , p .  
was  a c c l a i m e d  by t h e  A r m e n i a n  c o m ~ u n i t y ,  b u t  i n  
n o  u ~ a y  d i d  i t  e n d e a r  t hem t o  t h e  M u s l i m s .  Bu t 
s o o n  r u m o u r s  o f  m a s s a c r e s  became  u ~ i d e s p r e a d  i n  
Konya a n d  t h i b  e f f e c t i v e l y  d i s p o s e d  o f  t h e  
a l l i a n c e  c o n c e p t ;  s i n c e  n o  Mus l im  w o u l d  v o t e  
f o r  a  C t ) r i s t i a n  o r  v i c e  v e r s a .  The H o d j a s  o f  
Konya ,  n o t o r i o u s  f o r  t h e i r  c o n s e r v a t i s m ,  g l e e -  
f u l l y  e x p l o i t e d  t h e  new s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  by 
p r e a c h i n o  i n  t h e  m o s q u e s  t h a t  " t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  
n o  c i v i l i z a t i o n  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  K o r a n . "  

S e e r  E n c l o s u r e  2 ,  W y l i e  t o  L o w t h e r ,  Konya ,  
O c t o b e r  2 5 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  L o w t h e r  t o  C r o y ,  P e r a ,  
November  3 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i.n T .  0. 3 7 1 / 5 6 0 ,  No. 
7 3 5 .  

35. I b i d .  



Much o f  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  o s p ~ c i a l l y  i n  A s i a t i c  T u r k e y  was 

d u e  t o  t h e  i n c o m p r e h n n s i o n  on t h o  p a r t  o f  t h e  Mus l ims  o f  t h e  
I 

i d e a  o f  n a t i o n a l i t y ,  In many a r e a s  o f  t h e  Empi ro  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  

h a d  n o t  c h a n g e d  s i n c e  t h e  d a y s  o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t .  The C . U . P , g s  

r o l e  was f a r  f rom e n v i a b l e ;  t h e y  h a d  t o  a p p e a s e  t h e  m i n o r i t i e s  

w i t . h o u t  a n t a g o n i z i n g  t h e  Musl ims.  In t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  f a i l e d  i n  t h i s  e f f o r t ,  p r i m a r i l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  hope-  

l e s s n o s s  o f  t h o  s i t u a t i o n  i t s e l f .  A c l a s s i c  e x a m p l e ,  o n e  o f  

many o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  d u r i n g  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  1 9 0 8  i n  t h e  O t t o -  

man E m p i r e ,  may show ho~u t o n u o u s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  were ,  (Jn-tcjr t h e  

o l d  r e o i m c ,  t h e  Jews o f  Baghdad,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  lo tuer  s o c i a l  

p o s i t i o n ,  had become p r o s p e r o u s .  T h e r e  was l i t t l e  e t h n i c  o r  

began  t o  sh0i1.1 a n  a t t i t u d e  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e  t h a t  w ~ s  i n t e r p r e t e d  

by t h e  Mus l ims  a s  i n s o l e n c e .  I n  e a r l y  O c t o b e r  t h e  S a l o n i c a  

C o m m i t t e e  d e s p a t c h e d  t h r e e  d e l e g a t e s  - Hamid B e y ,  Sums Bey 

a n d  Umnr Fey - t o  o v e r s e e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Baghdad a n d  t h e  

s u r r o u n d i n g  a r e a s .  A l l  t h r e e  h a d  b e e n  d e p o r t e d  f rom e a g h d a d  

u n d e r  t h e  p r e v i o u s  r e g i m e ,  t h e  f i r s t  a r i c h  l a n d o w n e r ,  f o r  

c a r r y i n g  on a c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w i t h  t h e  s o n  o f  N i d h a t  P a s h a ,  i n  

e x i l e  i n  E n g l a n d .  56 On t h e i r  a r r i v a l  i n  Baghdad ,  t h e y  wore 

r e c e i v e d  by a  l a r g o  number  o f  Jews a t  t h e  s t a t i o n .  The Mus l ims  

36. ~ o v y  t o  L o w t h e r ,  Damascus ,  O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  e n c l o s u r e  
1 in L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  O c t o b e r  2 4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
in F. 0. 371 /560 ,  Noo 6 9 7 ,  



i m m e d i a t e l y  c o n c l u d a d  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  h a d  a r r i v e d  i n  Baghdad  

t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  Jews a g a i n s t  t h e  M u s l i m s .  Thn - V a l i  a l s o  re -  

s e n t e d  t h e i r  a r r i v a l ,  a s s u m i n g  t h a t  h i s  p o w e r s  were l i k e l y  t o  

r e p o r t  t o  t h e  S a l o n i c a  C o m m i t t e e .  37 The t e n s i o n s  m o u n t e d  a n d  

o n  O c t o b e r  1 4 ,  t h e  M u s l i m s  a t t a c k e d  J e w i s h  homos  a n d  p l u n d e r e d  

* 
t h o  l i v e s  o f  many p o o p l e .  Such  o u t b r e a k s  w e r e  c a u s e d  p r i m a r i l y  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  l a c k  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i s s u e s  on  t h e  p a p t  

o f  many M u s l i m s  a n d  t h e  C.U.P.Os own i n c a p a c i t y  t o  a c t  w i t h o u t  

a n t a n o n i z i n o  o n e  e t h n i c  g r o u p  o r  t h e  o t h e r .  

* T h e r e  !was. a n u m b e r  o f  i n c i d e n t s ,  i n s i o n i f i c a n t  i n  
t h e m c e l v e s ,  w h i c h  t a k e n  collectively, s h o w e d  t h e  
r e l i q i o u s  a n i m o s i t y  o f  t h e  d i f  f e r i n o  e t h n i c  q r o u p s .  
An a r o u r n e n t  b e t w e e n  a C h r i s t i a n  woman a n d  a  M u s l i m  
y o u t h ;  a b o u t  some  p e t t y  t r i r l e ,  e n d e d  a l m o s t  i n  a  
r a c i a l  r i o t  i n  B e i r u t .  A t  S c u t a r i ,  i n  A l b a n i a ,  t h e  
C a t h o l i c s  a l o n a  w i t h  a f e w  M u s l i m s  f o r m e d  a c l u b  
w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  f o u n d i n g  a n e w s p a p e r  a n d  p r o p a g a n -  
d i z i n q  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l  i s h m e n t  o f  A l b a n i a n  s c h o o l s .  
The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  M u s l i m s  i n  S c u t a r i  o p p o s e d  t h e  
i d e a  a n d ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  w e n t  on  a r a m p a g e  o f  t h e  
C a t h o l i c  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  t o u ~ n  a n d  t h e n  d e m a n d e d  t h e  
d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  c l u b  es wel l  a s  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  
o f  t h e  l o c a l  C . U . P .  0 r ~ a n i 7 a t i o n .  I t  was o n l y  t h e  
m o r e  s e r i o u s  B u l g a r i a n  a n d  B o s n i a n  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  
f i n a l l y  p u t  a t e m p o r a r y  s t o p  t o  t h e  f e u d .  

S e e :  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  O c t o b e r  24 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 6 0 ,  N O .  7 0 5 .  

3 7 .  Ramsay t o  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t  o f  I n d i a ,  B a g h d a d ,  O c t o b e r  
1 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  e n c l o s u r e  1 i n  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i -  
n o p l e ,  November  2 3 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  i n  F. 0. 371/560, No, 7 9 6 ,  



Tho f o r e i g n  c o n s u l s ,  i n  many instances, i n t e r f n r e d  i n  t h e  

l o c c l  e l e c t i o n s .  Tho Grnek consulates i n  A n n t o l i a ,  i n  A d a n a ,  

S m y r n a ,  Konya a n d  o t h e r  p l a c e s  were t h e  w o r s t  o f f e n d e r s .  They  

w o u l d  f i r s t  s p r e a d  r u m o u r s  o f  a n  i m p e n d i n g  m a s s a c r e  o f  

C h r i s t i a n s  w i t h  t h e  t a c i t  c o n s e n t  o f  t h e  R u s s i a n  c o n s u l a t e  

When V i c e - C o n s u l  D o u g h t y - W y l i e ,  h e a r i n g  o f  i m m i n e n t  m a s s a c r e s ,  

r u s h e d  t o  M e r s i n ,  h e  f o u n d  n o t h i n g  b e y o n d  o r d i n a r y  e l e c t o r a l  

s q u a b b l e s .  38 His i n f o r m a n t  was  t h e  G r e e k  C o n s u l  i n  Konya .  

I n  A d a n a ,  t h e  G r e e k  C o n s u l  t o o k  h i s  p o s t  by t h e  p o l l i n g  b o o t h  

o f f e r i n g  a d v i c e  t o  v o t e r s .  He came i n t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  a  

p r o m i n e n t  C . U , P .  member ,  who i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a  F o r e i g n  C o n s u l  

h a d  n o  b u s i n e s s  t h e r e .  T e m p e r s  f l a r e d  a n d  a r i o t  was o n l y  

a v e r t e d  d u e  t o  t h e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f  m o r e  m o d e r a t e  s o u l s ,  

W h i l e  e t h n i c  t e n s i o n s  were m o u n t i n g  i n  M a c e d o n i a  a n d  

h e a d s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  As m e n t i o n e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  i d e a  o f  

e q u a l i t y  t t ~ i t h  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  w a s  s t i l l  f o r e i g n  t o  t h e  M u s l i m s  

o f  t h e  E m p i r e ,  M o r e o v e r ,  t h e  n o t o r i o u s  c o r r u p t i o n  a n d  l a c k  o f  

s c r u p l e s  o f  t h e  S h e i k - u l - T s l a m  were wel l  known a n d  t h e  c o n s e r v a -  

t i v e s  were a b l e  t o  e x p l o i t  t h i s  by  i m p a i r i n g  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  

t h e  f e t v a *  i n  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  m u s l i m s .  The m a i n  o r g a n  o f  t h e  

38. Doughty-Ldyl io  t o  Lowt-hor ,  M e r - i n ,  November  11, 1 9 0 8 ,  
e n c l o s u r e  3,  i n  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  P e r a ,  November  1 7 ,  
1 9 0 0 ,  i n  F. 0, 3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 783. 

A j u d g e m e n t  o r  r u l i n q  or> t h o  law g i v e n  by t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
I s l a m i c  r o l i ~ ~ i o u s  a u t h o r i t y ,  



c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  a t  t h i s  t i m b  Was t h ~  Mizan, ,  p u b l i s h e d  by I u r a d  

Bey a n d  h i s  a s s i s t a n t  N a z i f  S u r r u r i .  From A u g u s t  t o  O c t o b p r ,  

t h e y  w r o t e  a  s e r i e s  o f  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  Mizan  a i m e d  a t  t h e  

e x t r c . ; n e  f a n a t i c a l  e l e m e n t s .  The B u l a a r i a n  a n d  B o s n i a n  c r i s e s  

g a v e  a n  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  Mizan  e d i t o r s  t o  a t t a c k  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e g i m e  m o r e  o p e n l y .  They a l s o  r e c e i v e d  

s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  c r o w d  o f  d i s m i s s e d  o f f i c i a l s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  

w h e t h e r  s u c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  were d i s m i s s e d  f o r  m i s b e h a v i o u r ,  
* 

i n c o m p e t e n c e  o r  s i m p l y  a s  b e i n g  s u p e r f l u o u s .  I n  A u g u s t ,  

N u r a d  h a d  p l a y e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t a l k i n g  t h e  t h e n  G r a n d  

V i z i e r ,  S a i d  P a s h a ,  i n t o  g i v i n g  g e n e r a l  a m n e s t y  t o  many 

u The m i n i s t r i e s  a n d  p u b l i c  o f f i c e s  u n d e r  t h e  o l d  
r e g i m e  c o n t a i 1 ; e d  two t o  f o u r  t imes  t h o  e m p l o y e e s  
t h e y  r e q u i r e d  a n d  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  
Navy,  t h e r e  were 7 5 0 0  o f f i c e r s  nn t h e a a c t i v c  
l i s t ,  w h i l e  t h e  B r i t i s h  Navy n u m b e r e d  u n d e r  
5 0 0 0  o f f i c e r s .  h l o n e t h e l e s s  t h c  d i s c h a r g e d  
o f f i c e r s  were so, e t h a t  t h e  new r e g i m e  h a d  
n o t  s e c u r e d  a l t e r n a t e  e m p l o y m e n t  f o r  t h e m .  
The d i s c o n t e n t m e n t  o f  s u c h  d i s m i s s e d  o f f i c e r s  
a n d  p u b l i c  o f f ' j c  ihs s p r e a d  amon5 t h e i r  r e l a -  
t i v e s  a n d  f r i c ? n d ;  a n d  s u c h  p e o p l e  n u m b e r e d  
i n  t h e  t h o u s a r - * i s .  A l s o ,  u n d e r  t h e  o l d  r e q i m e ,  
t h e  p o l i c e  we. 2 i n  t h e  h a b i t  o f  r e c e i v i n g  e x t r a  
money f r o m  t h e  p a l . a c e  a s  well  a s  p l e n t y  o f  
" b a k s h i s h "  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c .  The s i t u a t i o n  
w a s  d i f f e r e n t  a f t e r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  t h i s  
made  t h c  p o l i c e  a n d  t h e  f o r m e r  s p i e s  a n  
u n h a p p y  l o t .  

S e e  Lo iu the r  t o  Grey, T h e r a p i a ,  O c t o b e r  2 3 ,  1908,  
i n  F.  0. 37? . / 560 ,  N O .  6 9 0 .  



o r d i n a r y  c r i m i n a l s  a l o n g  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  p r i s o n e r s .  R u t  w i t h  

t h e  o l e v a t i o n o f  K i a r n i l  o n c e  a g a i n  t o  t h o  G r a n d  V i z i e r a t e ,  h e  

lost h i s  t e m p o r a r i l y  c l o s o  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a s  

t h e  new G r a n d  V i z i e r  d e n i e d  h i m  a  h i g h  p o s i t i a n  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i o n .  U n t i l  e a r l y  O c t o b e r ,  t h e  C , U , P ,  t o o k  a m o d e r a t e  a t t i t ~ d ~  

a n d  d i d  n o t  d i r e c t l y  i n t e r f o r e  i n  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h i s  f a c t i o n  

o f  e x t r e m e  c o n s e r v a t i v e s ,  The C o m m i t t e e  w a r e  n o t  a c t i n g  s o  much 

f r o m  a n y  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  m o d e r a t i o n ,  b u t  more  f r o m  t h e  b e l i e f '  t h a t  

t h e y  s t i l l  d i d  n o t  h a v e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  t o  t a k e  r e so2uke  a c t i o n ,  I n  

t h e  LUake o f  t h e  B o s n i a n  a n d  3 u l ~ a r i a n  C ~ ~ S P S ,  p l a c ~ r d s  a n d  

w r i t i n g s  o n  w a l l s  s t a r t e d  t o  a p p e a r  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s e c t i o n s  o f  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  v i l i f y i n g  t h e  S h e i k - u l - I s l a m  a n d  c a l l i n g  u p o n  

t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  t o  m u r d e r  h i m e  3 9  In  m i d - O c t o b e r ,  a l l e g e d l y  a t  

t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  f l u r a d  a n d  b l l a  Jemi l ,  t h e  son o f  a f o r m e r  

Sheik-ul-Islam, v ~ h o  was  a l s o  d i s m i s s e d  f r o m  a h i q h  p o s t  i n  t h e  -- 

o f f i c e  o f  t h e  - S h e i k - [ ~ l - I s ? - a m  -- d u o  t o  h i s  p r e v i o u s l y  c l o s e  c o n n e c t i o n s  

t u i t h  t h e  ' p a l a c e  C a m a r i l l a ' ,  a c e r t a i n  Ahmad H a m i d i  a t t a c k e d  a  

p r e a c h e r  i n  a rnosquo a n d  r a n  smok among t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n ,  t e r r o r i z -  

i n g  p e o p l e e 4 0  Tho i n c i d e n t  vjas s i m i l a r l y  r e p e a t e d  by K i e u r  A l i ,  

when h e  a t t a c k e d  

3 9. L o w t h o r  t o  G r e y ,  T h e r a p i a ,  O c t o b e r  1 4 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F 0. 3 7 1 / 5 6 0 ,  No, 670, 

40. I b i d ,  



M u s l i m  women i n  a t h e n t r c  f o r  n o t  v e i l i n g  t h s r n s ~ l v e s  p r o p e r l y ,  

m o r a l i t y .  M o l l a  Jemil  a l s o  s u c c e e d a d  i n  r a l l y i n g  t o  h i s  

c a u s e  a n u m b e r  o f  f a n a t i c a l  m o l l a s ,  a n d  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e d  a 

n u c l e u s  o f  d i s c o n t e n t m e n t  a g a i n s t  t h e  n e w  r e g i m e . 4 1  F i n a l l y  

a l a r m e d  a t  t h e  a b o v e  i n c i d e n t s  a n d  t r e n d s ,  t h e  C .U .P .  c l o s e d  

t h e  M i z a n  o f f i c e s  a n d  a r r e s t e d  m u r a d ,  S u r r u r i  a n d  Jemi l .  T h e y  
* 

a l s o  p u b l i c l y  e x e c u t e d  K i e u r  A l i  a s  a n  e x a m p l e  t o  o t h e r s .  

4 1  I b i d .  

* A l s o  o n  O c t o b e r  2 2 ,  t h e  S h u r a y i  U m n e t ,  a n e w s p a p e r  t h a t  
s u p p o r t e d  t h e  C.U.P. m a d e  a d e c l a r a t i o n  i n  t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  
C o m m i t t e e ,  w a r n i n g  t h a t  i n  f u t u r e  a l l  t r o u b l e m a k e r s  w o u l d  
b e  d e a l t  w i t h  m e r c i l e s s l y :  

" T h e  f i r s t  aim o f  t h e  C o m m i . t t e e , w h i c h  o n l y  f e a r s  t h e  
A l m i c h t y ,  i s  t o  s a v e  t h e  f a t h e r l a n d ,  a n d  i t  w i l l  m a k e  
e v e r y  s a c r i f i c e  t o  u p h o l d  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  o r d e r  t o  
c a r r y  o u t  t h e  s a c r e d  t a s k  i t  h a s  s e t  i t s e l f ,  t h e  C o m m i t -  
t e e r e l i e s ,  a f t e r  t h e  A l m i g h t y ,  u p o n  t h e  l o y a l  p a t r i o t i s m  
o f  t h e  l a n d  a n d  sea  f o r c e s .  The  Army, l i k e  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  
is r e a d y  t o  s h e d  i t s  b l o o d  f o r  t h e  f a t h e r l a n d  a n d  l i b e r t y .  
I t  w o u l d  b e  a  g r a v e  e r r o r  t o  a t t r i b u t e  t h e i r  r e s e r v e d  
a t t i t u d e  a n d  t h e  p a t i e n c e  t h e y  d i s p l a y  i n  c r i t i c a l  m o m e n t s  
t o  p o w e r l e s s n c s s .  T h o s e  who r e a s o n  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r  w i l l  
s o o n  f i n d  t h e y  h a v e  b e e n  m i s t a k e n .  

T h e s e  t w o  g r e a t  p o w e r s  F h e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  ~ r n - 1 ~ 7 ,  w h i c h  
c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e ,  a rE  a b l e  t o  
e x t e r m i n a t e  a t  a n y  moment  t h e  p a r t i s a n s  o f  d e s p o t i s m  a n d  
a b s o l u t i s m .  R e s e r v e  d o e s  n o t  d e n o t e  p o w e r l e s s n e s s ,  a n d  
p a t i e n c e  d o e s  n o t  d e n o t e  d e p r e s s i o n .  T h e y  h a v e  a l r e a d y  
s h o u n  how c r u s h i n g  a b l o w  t h e y  c a n  d e a l  t o  t h e  e n e m i e s  o f  
j u s t i c e  a n d  l i b e r t y .  T h o s e  who a r e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  o v e r -  
t h r o w  t h e  new r e g i u e  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e t u r n  t o  d e s p o t i s m  f e i g n  
t o  i g n o r e  t h e  w i s h e s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  B u t  t h e  n a t i o n ,  w h i c h  
d e s i r e s  i t s  l i b e r t y ,  mado  known i t s  w i s h e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  
C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  i n s i s t e d  u p o n  t h e i r  b e i n a  r e c o q n i z e d  a n d  
respected b  t h e  Army. I t  i s  a b s o l u t e  f o l l y  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  b o v e r t h r o w  t o n e w  r e n i n e ,  a n d  t h e  p a r t i s a n s  o f  a b s o l u t i s m  
a r c  o n l y  t r y i n a  t o  s e r v e  t h n i r  own s e l f i s h  i n t e r e s t s .  The 
O t t o m a n s  d c s i r e  t l ~ l , i r  l i b e r t y ,  a n d  t h e y  w i l l  n e v e r  bocorne 
s l a v e s .  " 
See enclosure 1, e x t r a c t  f r o m  t h e  S h t ~ r -  i U m m ~ t  i n  L o w t h o r  
t o  G r o y ,  T h e r n p i a ,  U c t o h s r  2 3 ,  1 9 O b ; Y T ; 7 ] T ; 7 1 / 5 G O ,  Ilu. 
6 9 0 ,  



Tho a r r e s t  o f  t h e  Mizan  g r o u p  a n d  t h e  e x e c u t i o n  o f  K i e u r  

A l i  d i d  n o t  b r i n g  t h e  O c t o b e r  r e c t c t i o n  t o  an e n d .  On 0 c t o q e r  

31, t h e  7 t h  a n d  8 t h  r e g i m e n t s  o f  t h e  2 n d  D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  

I m p e r i a l  G u a r d  C o r p s  q u a r t e r e d  a t  t h e  T a s h - K i s h l a  b a r r a c k s  

mutinied, 4 2  T h e s e  r e g i m e n t s  h a d  b e e n  o r d e r e d  t o  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  

t o  j e d d a ,  b u t  t h e  s o l d i e r s  r e f u s e d  t o  g o  a n d  d e m a n d e d  i m m e d i a t e  

d i s c h a r g e  f r o m  t h e  a r m y .  They p i l e d  Up t h e i r  arms o u t s i d e  t h e  

b a r r a c k s  a n d ,  when o r d e r e d  by G e n e r a l  C h u k r i  P a s h a  t o  r e t u r n  

b a c k  i n ,  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  o b o y  h i s  o r d e r s .  4 3  L a t e r  i n  t h e  e v e n -  

i n g ,  M a r s h a l  S h e v k e t  P a s h a ,  t h e  Commander o f  t h e  2 n d  D i v i s i o n ,  

a l s o  f a i l e d  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e  s o l d i e r s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  b a r r z c k s ,  
\ 

F i n a l l y ,  Commander O F  t h e  F i r s t  Army, Mahmud M u k h t a r  P a s h a ,  

c a l l e d  i n  l o y a l  t r o o p s  From S a l o n i c a  t o  c r u s h  t h e  m u t i n e e r s ,  

I n  t h o  e n s u i n o  s k i r m i s h e s ,  t h r e e  p e o p l e  w e r e  k i l l e d  a n d  a n o t h e r  

t h r e e  w o u n d e d ,  44 An I m p e r i a l  I r s d e  w a s  p r o c l a i m e d ,  p r i m a r i l y  

a t  t h e  i n s t i g a t i o n  o f  M u C  h t a r  P a s h a ,  s a n c t i o n i n q  t h e  p u b l i c  

e x e c u t i o n  o f  t h e  m u t i n e e r s ,  b u t  i t  was n o t  c a r r i e d  o u t  b e c a u s e  

o f  K i a m i l ' s  o b j e c t i o n s .  The m ~ l t i n e e r s  were p u t  away  i n  S t a m t  o u l  

p r i s o n s  a n d  t h e  res t  o f  t h e  2 n d  D i v i s i o n  was  p l a c e d  u n d e r  t h e  

42. S u r t e e s  t o  L o w t h e r ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  November  2 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
e n c l o s u r e  1 i n  L o u ~ t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  
November  4 ,  1 9 0 0 ,  i n  F.0. 371;'560, No, 7 3 9 ,  

4 3  , I b i d .  

4 4  I b i d ,  



45 
war m i n i s t r y ,  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  p a l a c e .  

I n  mid-November, t h e r o  was a  s h o r t  l i v e d  movrmeht i n  

A l b a n i a  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e g i m e  nnd, 

i r o n i c a l l y ,  i t  o r i q i n a t e d  a t  t h e  v e r y  same F e r i s o v i t c h ,  

which p l a y e d  such  a  s i ~ n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  f o r c i n a  Abdu lhamid  

t o  r e v i v o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  About  f i v e  h u n d r e d  p e o p l e  demon- 

s t r a t e d  i n  F e r i s o v i t c h  t o  show t h e i r  d i s p l e a s u r e  o f  t h e  new 

o r d e r .  46 The l e a d i n g  s p i r i t s  o f  t h e  movement a l l e g e d l y  were  

t h r e e  A l b a n i a n  b r i g a n d s  - Hassan Husso in ,  Rustem Kabash and  

I s s a  B o l y e t i n a t z  - and t h e  l a t t e r  s e n t  t e l e g r a m s  t o  a l l  t h s  

p r i n c i p a l  totuns i n  A l b a n i a  a s k i n g  t h e  p e o p l e  t o  r e v o l t  a g a i n s t  

t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  ,47 J a v i d  Pasha, t h e  Comnandant o f  t h e  

M i t r o v i t z a  g a r r i s o n ,  was despa tched  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e  demons t ra -  

t o r s  i n  F e r i s o v i t c h ,  b u t  t h e  t h r e e  l e a d e r s  h a d  escaped be fo re  

t h e  t r o o p s  a r r i v e d ,  J a v i d  s e n t  t r o o p s  t o  h u n t  dow~n t h e  t h r e e  

l e a d e r s  and  t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s .  He succeeded i n  k i l l i n q  I s s a ,  

w h i l e  l o s i n g  a  number o f  h i s  own t r o o p s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  b u t  

t h e  o t h e r  two, Husse in  and  Kabash, sscaped. In  o r d e r  t o  make 

 amend^ f o r  t h e  harm done t o  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  cause  because  

o f  t h e  F e r i s o v i t c h  a f f a i r ,  a s p e c i a l  commiss ion  o f  p r o m i n e n t  

45.  I b i d .  

46.  satow t o  Lamb, Uskub, November 22, 1908, e n c l o s u r e  1, 
i n  Lov,ther t o  Grey, C o n s t n n t i n o p l o ,  November 29, 1906, 
i n  F. 0. 371/561, No. 811. 

47. Lamb t o  Low tha r ,  S a l o n i c a ,  November 25, 1908, c n c l a s u r o  
3 i n  L o ~ t h e r  t n  Grey, c o n s t a n t i n o p l o ,  Novcmber 29, 
1900, i n  F. 0. 371/561, NO.  811. 



C . U .  P ,  mcmbors  w e n t  on  a t o u r  o f  t * h e  ma j o r  A l b n n i a n  t o w n s  iilq- 

p r c s s i n g  u p o n  thm p o o p l o  t h z t  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  government 

was i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  s h c r i a t ,  
48 

None o f  t h e s e  r e a c t i o n a r y  o u t h u r s t s  h a d  a n y  l e a d e r s h i p  

o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d ,  h e n c e ,  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h e i r  s p e e d y  s u p -  

p r e s s i o n .  The f e a r  o f  t h e  p a l a c e  e x p l o i t i n q  t h e  r e a c t i o n  

f o r c e d  t h e  P o r t e  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  C.U,P. i n  d e a l i n g  

q u i c k l y  w i t h  men l i k e  Murad ,  who c o u l d  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  s o p h i s t i c a -  

t i o n  a n d  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h e  movement .  

I t  u,a under t h o  a b o v e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  

were f i n a l l y  c o m p l e t e d .  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t  w a s  s u p p o s e d  

t o  h a v e  a s s e m b l e d  o n  November 1, 1 9 0 8 ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  o f  o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n a l  p r o b l e m s ,  a f t e r  a  d e l a y  o f  a  m o n t h  a n d  a  h a l f ,  t h e  

p a r l i a m e n t  f i n a l l y  met f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time o n  December  1 7 ,  

D e s p i t e  a l l  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  s q u a b b l e s ,  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  f i n a l l y  

e l e c t e d  were l a r g e l y  o f  t h e  C e U e P e  p e r s u a s i o n .  They  e i t h e r  

h a d  t h e  c o m p l e t e  s u p p o r t  O r  a p p r o v a l  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e ,  The 

o n l y  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  C e U b P b  came f r o m  t h e  -- A h r a r  p a r t y  (The - 
Liboral U n i o n ) ,  w h i c h  was o f f i c i a l l y  f o u n d e d  i n  m i d - S e p t e m b e r  

a n d ,  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  t h i s  f a c t o r ,  t h e y  h a d  l i t t l e  t ime t o  o r g a n i z e  

f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n s ,  Tho L i b e r a l s  f a i l e d  t o  w i n  a  s i n g l e  s o a t  i n  

t h e  c a p i t a l ,  e v e n  w i t h  f a m o u s  i n d i v i d u a l s  s u c h  a s  P r i n c e  

4 8 .  E n c l o s u r e  4 .  The e x t r a c t  f r o m  Y o n i  Asr o f  S a l o n i c a ,  
Novcrnber 24,  1900, i n  L o w t h c r  t o  O r s y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  
Novornbcr 2 9 ,  19013, i.n 0. 3 7 1 / 5 6 1 ,  No. 8 1 1 .  



~ a b s t i e d d i n  r u n n i n g  o n  a l i b e r a l  p l a t f o r . a ,  a n d  t h e i r  o n l y  

s u c c e s s f u l  c a n d i d a t e ,  M a h i r  S a i d  B e y ,  came f r o m  A n k a r a .  
4 9 

, 

After a s s u r i n q  i t s  s t r e n q t h  i n  t h e  C h a m b e r  o f  D e p u t i e s ,  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  s t r e n q t h e n e d  i t s  p o s i t i o n  i n  p a r l i a m e n t  b y  w e a k e n i n g  

t h e  S u l t a n ' s  c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  S e n a t e .  A r t i c l e  60  o f  t h e  

c o n s t i t u t i o n  h a d  g i v e n  t h e  S u l t a n  t h e  p o w e r  t o  a p p o i n t  m e m b e r s  

t o  t h e  u p p e r  c h a m b e r .  
50 

~ u t ,  i n  e a r l y  D e c e m b e r ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

p u t  e n o u g h  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  S u l t a n  t o  r e m o v i :  a n u m b e r  o f  h i s  

o r i g i n a l  c h o i c c s  a s  t h e  f o r m e r  f e l t  t h a t  t h o s e  men were t a i n t e d  
* 

u n d e r  t h e  o l d  r e g i m e ,  F i n a l l y ,  when t h e  e l e c t i o n s  were 

5 0 .  I b i d . ,  p.  2 9 .  

* T h e  S u l t a n  h a d  o n  n u m e r o u s  o c c a s i o n s  e x p r e s s e d  t o  
G e r a r d  L o w t h e r  h i s  a d r n i r a t i c ~ n  3 f  t h e  h i g h  p o s i t i o n  
g i v e n  t o  t h e  H o u s e  o f  L o r d s  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o n s t i -  
t u t  i o n a l  s y s t c n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  f o r  A b d u l h a i n i d ,  
o n l y  t h r e e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  o l d  S e n a t e  s u r v i v e d  i n t o  
t h e  p r e s e n t  o n e  a n d ,  c l ~ r i o u s l y  e n o u g h ,  t h e y  r e p r e -  
s e n t e d  t h e  t h r e e  m a i n  r a c e s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  - e x -  
G r a n d  V i z i e r  S a i d  P a s h a ,  t h e  G r a n d  L o q o t h e t e ,  a 
h i g h  o f f i c i a l  o f  t h e  G r e e k  P a t r i a r c h a t e , a n d  A b r a h a m  
P a s h a ,  a p r o m i n e n t  A r m e n i a n .  T h e  e x - G r a n d  V i z i e r  
F e r i d  P a s h a  w a s  c a r e f u l l y  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  l i s t  
a n d  Kiamj.1 d i d  n o t  r e s e r v e  a  p l a c e  f o r  h i m s e l f  i n  
t h e  S e n a t e  e i t h e r .  The  n e w l y  c o m p o s e d  S e n a t e  was 
c o n s p i c u o u s  i n  i t s  a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  s t r o n g  f i g u r e s .  
Tho m a i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  s e l e c t i o n  o b v i o u s l y  
was t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  r i s k  o f  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  
H o u s e s  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  T u r k e y ' s  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  
c a r e o r .  

S e c  L o w t h e r  t o  G r c y ,  C o n s t n n t i n o p l e ,  D e c e m b e r  1 9 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  
i n  F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 8 7 3 ,  



4 Jews. 51 

I n  h i s  s p e e c h  t o  t h e  P a r l i a m e n t  A b d u l h a r n i d  a g a i n  h o l d  

t i o n  in 1 8 7 8 ,  The  S u l t a n  c l a i m e d  t h a t  h e  was c o u n s e l e d  b y  h i s  

a d v i s e r s  t o  p o s t p o n e  t h e  C ~ n ~ t i t ~ t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  p e o p l e  h a d  b e e n  

p r e p a r e d  f o r  i t  t h r o u g h  a g e n e r a l  r a i s i n g  o f  e d u c a t i o n a l  s t a n -  

d a r d s ,  52 W i t h  t h i s  in v i e w ,  h e  h a d  s e t  a b o u t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  

s c h o o l s  a l l  o v e r  t h e  E m p i r e .  The S u l t a n  c o n t i n u e d :  

" T h a t  o b j e c t  h a v i n g  f o r t u n a t e l y  b o e n  a t t a i n e d ,  
a n d  t h e  l e v e l  o f  a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s  
o f  my p e o p l e  h a v i n g  b e e n  r a i s e d ,  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  
spread o f  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  1, a c t i n g  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  
w i t h  a w i s h  ~ h i c h  was e x p r e s s e d ,  a n d  b e i n g  
sat: ;f J ed  t h .  t t h e  fulfilment o f  t h i s  w i s h  
w o u l d  p r o m o t e  t h e  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  h a p p i n e s s  
o f  my E m p i r c  a n d  c o u n t r y ,  p r o c l a i m e d  t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n e w  w i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n ,  i n  s p i t e  
o f  t h o s e  who h o l d  r c i n s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  o p p o s e d  
t h e r e t o ;  a n d  I o r d a i n e d  t h a t  e l a c t i o n s  s h o u l d  
b e  n e w l y  h e l d  i n  c o n f o r m i t y  w i t h  i t ,  a n d  t h a t  
t h e  C h a m b e r  o f  D e p u t i e s  s h o u l d  b e  s u m m o n e d  t o  
meet. "53 

5 2 ,  The t r a n s l a t e d  t e x t  o f  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  s p e c c h  o n  t h e  
o c c a s i o n  o f  t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  t h e  T u r k i s h  p a r l i a m e n t ,  
e n c l o s u r e  1 i n  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  P e r a ,  D e c e m b c r  17 ,  
1908,  i n  F ,  0. 3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 808.  

53 . I b i d .  



He concl .ur iccj  t h o  s p c a c h  b y  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  d e c i s i o n  t o  q o v c r n  

f a v o u r  w i t h  t h a  P a r l i a m e n t  by r e p r o a c h i n g  h i s  a d v i s e r s  f o r  h i s  

own past m i s d e e d s .  The S u l t a n  h a d  a  f a i r  a m o u n t  o f  s u c c e s s  

was impressed by t h e  S u i t a n ' s  s p e e c h  a n d  won o v e r  t o  h i s  s i d e  

f o r  a b r i e f  s p e l l .  55 In  t h e i r  r e p l i e s ,  b o t h  t h e  c h a m b e r s  wore 

e q u a l l y  g e n e r o u s  t o  t h e  S u l t a n .  They p r a i s e d  h i s  g o o d  s e n s e  

a n d  u n s e l f i s h n e s s  i n  r e s t o r i n g  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and c o n d e m n e d  

h i s  a d v i s e r s  f o r  h a v i n g  m i s g u i d e d  h im.  
5 6  

W i t h  t h e  c o n v e n i n g  o f  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t ,  t h o  d i v e r g e n t  

( J u l y  t o  ~ e ~ t e m b e r )  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  t h e  C . U . P .  

5 4 .  I b i d .  

5 5 .  L o w t h c r  t o  G r e y ,  P e r a ,  Deccmbor  2 0 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F. 0. 
3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 870 .  



h a d  e x p e n d e d  m o s t  o f  i t s  e n e r g i e s  i n  g e t t i n g  i t s  members 

e l e c t a d  t o  t h e  parliament, h o p i n g  t h a t  by d o i n g  s o  t h e y  c q u l d  

f i n a l l y  e m e r g o  a s  t h e  d o m i n a n t  r u l i n q  g r o u p  i n  t h e  E m p i r e ,  

On t h o  s u r f a c e  i t  s u c c e e d e d ,  t h o u g h  i n  r e a l i t y  a number  o f  

d e p u t i e s  f rom A n a t o l i a  and  A r a b i a ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  n o m i n a t i o n  a s  

C.U.P. d e p u t 5 o s ,  w e r e  n o t  i n  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  i ts  v i e w s ,  T h i s  

would  bocome a p p a r e n t  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  A p r i l  m u t i n y  o f  1 9 0 9 ,  

s u c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  j o i n e d  t h e  C .U.Pm bandwagon f o r  v a r i o u s  

t e m p o r a r y  b e n e f i t s ,  T i l l  December b o t h  t h e  C.U.P, a n d  K i a m i l  

t r e a t e d  e a c h  o t h e r  a$: m u t u a l l y  u n d e s i r a b l e  a l l i e s  a n d  n e i t h e r  

f e l t  s t r o n g  enough  t o  o p p o s e  t h e  o t h e r .  Tho C o m m i t t e e  was u n a b l e  

t o  t a k e  c o n t r o l  o p e  i l y ,  y e t  i t  n e e d e d  someone  i n d e p e n d e n t  of 

t h e  p a l a c e  t o  r u l e .  58 Kiarn i l  was w i l l i n g  t o  t o l e r a t e  t h o  

C o m m i t t e e  so l o n g  a s  i t  c o n t i n u e d  t o  n e u t r a l i z e  t h e  p a l a c e ,  

b u t  i t  was i m p o s s i b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  d e l i c a t e  b a l a n c e  i n ,  

d e f i n i t e l y  a s  o n e  p a r t y  c o u l d  n o t  come On t o p  w i t h o u t  t h e  

e x t i n c t i o n  o f  t h e  o t h e r .  59 

The Grand V i z i e r  UJ-s a l s o  u n h a p p y  a t  t h e  v a r i ~ i u s  d i p l o -  

m a t i c  d e a l i n g s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  He r e s e n t e d  t h e  s e l f - s t y l e d  

d i p l o m a t i c  m i s s i o n s  o f  Ahmed R i m  t o  E u r o p e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s o  

s i n c e  t h o  Grand V i z i e r  was n e v e r  c o n s u l t e d .  He was o f f e n d e d  

when t h e  C.U.P. i n v i t e d  N o e l  Buxton a n d  h i s  B a l k a n  Commi t t ee  

58. Ahmed, p ,  27, 

59, I b i d ,  



a g a i n  w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n q  h im ,  t o  an  o r f i c i a l  d i n n e r  a t  t h e  

p a l a c e  a n d  t h o  Grand V i z i e r ' s  p r i v a t e  r e s i d e n c e .  60 K i a m i l  

o p e n l y  showad h i s  annoyanco a t  u s i n g  h i s  home a s  a  "Commi t t ea  

r e s t a u r a n t " .  61 The C.U. P. r e f u s e d  t o  a l t e r  t h e i r  proqramme 

a n d  t h e  m a t t e r  was t a k e n  t o  t h e  S u l t a n .  The S u l t a n  s o n t  f o r  

K i a m i l  a n d  a s k e d  h i m  t o  a r r a n g e  m a t t e r s  w i t h  t h e  C.U.P. d e l e -  

g a t e s ,  Rahmi E f e n d i  and  M a j o r  H a k k i  Bey. K i a m i l  r e l e n t e d  a n d  

a g r e e d  t o  i n v i t e  t h e  Ba l kan  Commi t tee  on  a day o f  h i s  own 

c h o o s i n g ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  make a  s e c r e t  o f  h i s  d i s p l e a s u r e ,  H~ 

60, L o w t h o r  t o  Grey, Pera,  December 13, 1908, i n  F. 0 ,  
371/546, No, 855, 

6 1  I b i d *  

62 , L o w t h o r  t o  Grey, C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  Dccnmbor 12, 1908, i n  
F. 0. 371/557, No, 415, 



i n s i n u a t i n q  t h a t  Great  H r i t a i n  was i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  w h c t h o r  

K i a m i l  c o n t i n u e d  3 s  t h o  G r a n d  V i z i e r  o r  n o t .  63  Kiarnil  t r i c d  

t o  s t o p  t h i s  " i n t r i n u e "  b y  p c r s u o d i n g  a p r o m i n e n t  Ycuno  T u r k  

M a n i a s z a d o  R e f i k  t o  j o i n  h i s  c a b i n o t  a s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  

J u s t i c o ,  H i l m i  P a s h a ,  who h a d  s y m p a t h i z e d  w i t h  t h e  Youncl T u r k s  

w h i l e  h o  w a s  t h e  I n s p e c t o r - G e n e r a l  o f  M a c e d o n i a ,  b e c a m e  t h e  

M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  I n t , e r i o r ,  r e p l a c i n a  H a k k i  Bey .  64  H a k k i  h a d  

b e c o m e  v e r y  u n p o p u l a r  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  i n c o r n p e t ~ > n t  

p r o v i n c i n l  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h o u o h  o n e  s h o u l d  s a y  i n  j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  

e x - m i n i s t e r  t h a t  h i s  f a l l  i n  p o p u l a r i t y  was p a r t l y  d u e  t o  t h e  

i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s a t i s f y i n g  t h e  a p p e t i t e s  o f  t h e  h o r d e s  o f  

o f f i c e  s e e k e r s .  The  a b o v e  a c t i o n s  o f  K ia r  il b r o u q h t  a b o u t  a 

t e m p o r a r y  t r u c e  b e t w e e n  t h o  G r z n d  V i z i e r  a n d  t h e  C.U.P.  SC 

T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  l a s t e d  t i l l  J a n u a r y  13, 1 9 0 9 ,  when  i t  was 

r e v e r s e d  o n c e  a g a i n .  

On J a n u a r y  13,  1 9 0 9 ,  H u s s e i n  C a h i t ,  a d e p u t y  f r o m  

I s t a n b u l  a n d  an  i n v e t e r a t e  c r i t i c  o f  Kiamil ,  a t t a c k e d  t h e  

63 .  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  P e r a ,  D e c e m b e r  13, 1 9 0 8 ,  i n  F .  0 ,  
3 7 1 / 5 4 6 ,  No. 855. 

6 4 .  L o w t h e r  t o  G r e y ,  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  D e c e m b e r  2 ,  1 9 0 8 ,  i n  
F. 0. 3 7 1 / 5 6 1 ,  No. 818. 

sc D u r i n o  m i d - D e c e m b e r ,  e a r l y  J a n u a r y  t h e r e  was much 
d i s c u s s  i o n i n  t h c  p r i n c i p a l .  d a i l i e s  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  
w h e t h e r  t h e  C .U .P .  a s  a n  a d m i n i s t z a t i v e  a n d  e x e c u t i v e  
b o d y  s h o u l d  n o t  a l t o n e t h e r  d i s a p p e a r  f r o m  p u b l i c  l i f e .  
O b v i o u s l y ,  t h e  C o r n r n i t t e o  now accustomed t o  t h e  e x e r c i s e  
o f  pocnror was fa : -  f r o m  v r i l l i n q  t o  d o  s o .  Thoy were  
c l e a r l y  a C r a i d  t h a t  Kiarrill m i n h t  s o c u r o  a m a j o r i t y  i n  
P a r 1  i a m c n t  a n d  s h a k o  h i m s e l f  f r e e  o r  t h e i r  i n f l u c n c e .  



G r a n d  V iz i e r  o n  h i s  i n t o r n a l  a n d  e x t e r n a l  p o l i c i e s .  He 

denlanded  t h a t  t h o  G r a n d  V i z i c r  a i v e  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  h i s  , 
1 

p o l i c i e s  t o  t h o  c h a m b c r ,  ~ i a m i i  r e a d  o u t  a s t a t e m o n t  t o  t h e  

Houso  a n d  t h e n  a v o t e  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  w a s  t a k e n .  The c a b i n e t  

r e c e i v e d  a n  o v o r u ~ h e l m i n g  v o t o  o f  c o n f i d e n c e ,  Kiamil ,  who . 

by  t h i s  t i m a  was o p e n l y  i d e n t i v i e d  w i t h  t h e  L i b e r a l  U n i o n ,  saw 

i n  t h i s  s u c c e s s  a g r e a t  v i c t o r y  f o r  h i s  o!:n p o l i c i e s  a n d  a 

d e f e a t  f o r  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  Tho c o n v i n c i n g  v o t e  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  

s e e m e d  t o  j u s t i f y  K i a r n i l C $  e s t i m a t e  o f  h i s  s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  

c h a m b c r ,  b u t  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  h e  a l s o  made  t h e  m i s t a k e  o f  u n d e r -  

e s t i m a t i n g  t h e  C , U . P , ' s  s t r e n g t h ,  
65 61 

I f t h e  L i b e r a l  U n i o n  saw 

t h i s  e v o n t  a s  a  v i c t o r y  f o r  t h e  C.U.P. t h o  C.U.P.  d i d  n o t  see  

i t  a s  a v i c t o r y  f a r  t h e  L i b e r a l  U n i o n .  n 6 6  Now w i t h  t h e  c h a m b e r  

b e h i r j d  h i m ,  a n d  w i t h  s a t i s f a c t o r y  p r o g r a s s  i n  h i s  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

w i t h  A u s t r i a  and B u l g a r i a ,  ~ i a m i ~ ' d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  t i m e  h a d  

a r r i v e d  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  67 On F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  h e  

a p p o i n t e d  Nazim P a : ? a ,  t h e  Commander o f  t h e  2 n d  Army C o r p s  i n  

6 6 .  I b i d ,  

6 7 .  K e m a l ,  I s m a i l ,  The Memoirs o f  I s m a i l  Ksrnal Bey ( e d i t e d  
by S o m c r v i l l e  S t o r y )  L o n d o n ,  1 9 2 0 ,  p ,  324,  



A d r i o n o p l e  a s  t h o  M i n i s t e r  o f  War r e p l a c i n g  A l i  R i z a  P a s h a  a n d  

H u s s e i n  H u s n i  P a s h a  r e p l a c e d  A r i f  Pasha a s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  

M a r i n e .  C u r i o u s l y  e n o u g h ,  t h e  f o r m e r  G r a n d  Vizier, S a i d  P a s h a ,  

h a d  b e e n  d r i v e n  o u t  o f  o f f i c e  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  

t h e  S u l t a n  h a d  t h e  r i g h t  o f  a p p o i n t i n g  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f  War 

a n d  M a r i n e ,  6 8  C e r t a i n l y ,  n o  o n e  c o u l d  a c c u s e  Nazim o f  b e i n g  

a t o o l  o f  t h e  o l d  r e g i m e  a s  h e  h a d  s u f f o r e d  u n d e r  H a m i d i a n  

d e s p o t i s m ,  In f a c t  h e  h a d  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  e r n e r ~ o d  f r o m  e x i l e ,  

b u t ,  w h i l e  c o m m a n d i n g  t h e  2 n d  Army C o r p s  a t  A d r i a n o p l e ,  h e  h a d  

p r o h i b i t e d  a l l  p o l i t i c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n  among h i s  o f f i c e r s .  T h i s  

a f f e c t e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  of  a n u m b e r  o f  y o u n g  C.U.P. o f f i c e r s  

a n d ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  Nazim w a s  n o t  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h e  C o m m i t t e e .  

The c s b i n e t  c h a n g e s  Mere i m m e d i a t e l y  c o m m u n i c a t e d  t o  t h e  p a l a c e  

by  t h e  G r a n d  V i z i e r  a n d  t h e  S u l t a n  w a s  a s k e d  t o  i s s u e  a n  i r a r i e  

s a r c t i o n i n q  t h e m .  69  A b d u l h n m i d  p r o m p t l y  c o m p l i e d .  

The c r i s i s  h a d  o n l y  b e g u n .  On F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  H i l m i  P a s h a ,  

M i n i s t e r  o f  t h e  Interior, t e n d e r e d  h i s  r e s i g n a t i o n  s a y i n g  

t h a t  " h e  c o u l d  n o t  f o r m  p a r t  o f  a  c a b i n e t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  

made  s u c h  chd!2cjes  w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n c  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s . " 7 0  * H i s  

r e s i g n a t i o n  w a s  f o l l o w e d  b y  M a n i a s z a d e  R c f i k ,  H a s s a n  F e h m i  a n d  

6 8 .  M c C u l l a u g h ,  The F a l l  o f  A b d u l h a m i d ,  L o n d o n ,  1 9 1 0 ,  p.  40 .  

69 .  Ahmad, p. 3 4 .  

70. Kernal ,  p ,  3 2 4 .  

* H o r e  i s  t h o  f u l l  t n x t  o f  H i l m i ' s  l c t t c r  o f  r c s i q n n t i o n .  



" D u r f n r i  t h e  c a l i i n e t  c o ~ ~ n c i l  o n  T h u r s d a y  y o u r  
e x c o l l t 3 n c y  n a v r !  u s  sornc e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  t h e  
r o a s o n s  which i r i c ' l ~ t t l r ~ t j  y o u  t n  di:;m.ic;s t ~ u o  
f l i n i s t p r s .  You t o l d  U S  i.h,?t t h e  r o a s n n s  
were o f  ~ V J O  s o r t s ,  o n e  s o r t  apparent, t h o  
o t h e r  h i d d e n ,  Thc f i r s t  s o r t  c o n s i s t e d  i n  
t h t .  f a c t  t h a t  t h ~  s a i d  P l i r i i s t e r s  h a d  t h c m -  
s e l v e s  r e s i t r n e d .  T h e  s e c o n d  c o n s i s t e d  i n  
t h o  f a c t  t h a t ,  f i f t o c n  d a y s  b e f o r e ,  y o u  h a d  
d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  t h e  l l i n i s t o r  o f  Liar w a s  
p l o t t , i n g  t o  d e t h r o n e  t h t l  S u l t n n .  Row i t  
was t h e  d u t y  o f  Y o u r  E a c e l l e n c y ,  a s  P r i m e  
M i n i s t e r  o f  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o u n t r y ,  t o  
c o n v o k e  a c a b i n e t  c o u n c i l  a s  s o o n  a s  y o u  
l e a r n r d  o f  t h i s  d r o ~ d f u l  p l o t .  

B u t  u p  t o  yesterday Y o u r  Excellency 
f a i l e d  t o  i n r o r m  t h o  c a b i n o t  a n d ,  i n  p a r t i -  
c u l a r , m y s e l f ,  t h e  L l i n i s t o r  o f  t h o  I n t e r i o r ,  
whom a r n  r e s p o n s i b l e  i n  t h e  h i n h c s t  d e q r e e  
f o r  t h  i n t e r n a l  p e a c e  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  o f  
t h i s  c r i m i n a l  d c s i p n .  T h i s  i s  a b s o l u t n  
p r o o f  t h a t  Y o u r  H i : ) h n ~ s s  d o e s  n o t  r e s p e c t  
t h e  r u l e  r e o n r d i n q  t h e  c o l l e c . t i v e  a n d  
i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o r  t h e  M i n i s t e r s ,  
a n d  t t l a t  y o u  h a v e  n o t  g i v e n  t h e m  t h e  c o l -  
l e c t i v ~  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n f  i d e n c o  w h i c h  y o u  
owe t o  t h e m .  T h i s  b e i n ~  t h e  caso ,  I  am 
o b l i o c d  t o  r e s i o n  my  o f f i c e  as  M i n i s t e r  o f  
t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  a n d  I  h a v e  t h e  h o n o u r  t o  p l a c e  
my l e t t e r  o f  r e s i g n a t i o n  i n  y o u r  h a n d s . "  

See M c C u l l o u g h ,  p.  35. 



Z i y a  P a s h a  a n d  a S a l o n i c a  p a p e r  c a r r i e d  t h e  n e w s  t h a t  A b d u l -  

h a m i d  h a d  b c c n  d e p o s e d  a n d  t h a t  h i s  b r o t h e r  h a d  succeeded /h im 

t o  t h e  t h r o n e .  71 The C o m m i t t e e  i s s u e d  a n  o f f i c i a l  p r o c l a m a -  

t i o n  d e n y i n g  t h e  r u m o u r  a n d  t h e  T a n i n  a c c u s e d  Kiamil o f  

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  u s u r p  p o w e r  u n d e r  f a l s e  p r e t e x t s .  

When t h e  c h a m b e r  met a g a i n  o n  F e b r u a r y  13, Kiamil P a s h a  

was a s k e d  t o  come a n d  d e f e n d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  

c h a n g e s ,  He a s k e d  f o r  a  p o s t p o n e m e n t  t i l l  F e b r u a r y  1 7  a n d  i t  

h a s  b e e n  a l l e g e d  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  h i s  f a i l u r e  t o  a p p e a r  was 

b e c a u s e ,  a t  t h e  t i m e , t h c  G r a n d  V i z i e r  was i n  c o n f e r e n c e  w i t h  

t h e  A u s t r i a n  a m b a s s a d o r  a r id ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  c o u l d  n o t  g e t  t o  

t h e  c h a m b e r  a t  o n c e .  72 In  t h a t  c a s e ,  i t  was s t i l l  m y s t e r i o u s  

why h e  a s k e d  f o r  a f o u r  clay p o s t p o n e m e n t .  The C . U . P .  s a w  i n  

t h i s  a t r i c k  t o  o u t , w i t  t h e m  a n d  c o n s o l i d a t e  h i s  own p o s i t i o n ,  

D e s p i t e  r a p e c t e d  i n v i t a t i o n s  t h e  G r s n d  V i z l c ~  r e t u s e d  t o  come  

b e f o r e  t h e  1 7 t h .  F i n a l l y  a n o t e  a r r i v e d  f r o m  Kiamil  c l a i m i n g  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  t o  p o s t p o n e  t h e  i n t e r p e l l a t i o n .  B u t  t h e  

c h a m b e r  h a d  a l r e a d y  p r o c a e d o d  w i t h  a m o t i o n  o f  n o  c o n f i d e n c e  

o n  t h e  Grand  V i z i e r .  The  o u t c o m e  was a  c r u s h i n g  d e f e a t  f o r  

K i a m i l  a n d  h e  was  v o t e d  o u t  o f  o f f i c e .  The F o l l o w i n g  d a y ,  

H i l m i  P a s h a  was a p p o i n t e d  G r a n d  V i z i e r .  

-.- 

71. Ahmad, p ,  3 4 .  

7 2 .  K e m a l ,  p .  325. 



CHAPTER V I I  

THE APRIL M U T I N Y  AND THE 
DEPOSITION OF ARDULWAMID 

The f a l l  o f  K i a m i l  Pasha, a f t e r  a  s to rmy  deba te  i n  t h e  

chamber, a s  m e n t i o n a d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t c r ,  b r o u g h t  i n  

Husse in  H i l m i  Pasha, t h e  Inspector-General o f  t h e  t h r e e  

f lacedonian province:- , ,  as Grand V i z i e r ,  H i l m i ,  known f o r  h i s  

i n d u s t r y  and f r e q u e n t  d i sag reemen ts  w i t h  t h o  Pa lace  under  t h e  

o l d  reg ime,  wzs c o n s i d e r e d  t r u s t w o r t h y  by t h e  C.U.P. and t h e  

l a t t e r  h a d  c o n f i d o n c e  i n  h i s  l o y a l t y  i n  a l l  e s s e n t i a l  m a t t e r s .  

K i a m i l ' s  f a l l  was a s e t b a c k  f o r  t h e  L i b e r a l .  U n i o n  and v a r i o u s  

o t h o r  ant i -C.U.P.  e lemen ts .  A month e a r l i e r ,  i n  January  1909, 

K i a m i l  had  asked f o r  and r e c e i v e d  an ove rwhe lm ing  v o t e  o f  con- 

f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  chamber, y e t  now, on F e b r u a r y  13, h e  was v o t e d  

o u t  o f  o f f i c e  by t h e  v e r y  same chamber, On t h i s  o c c a s i o n  o n l y  
I 

e i g h t  d e p u t i e s ,  m o s t l y  o f  t h o  A l ~ r a r  p e r s u a s i o n  v o t e d  i n  f a v o u r  

o f  t h e  Grand V i z i e r .  W i t h  t h i s  new s t r e n g t h  i n  t h e  chamber, 

t h e  Committ(:o was once a g a i n  a b l e  t o  a s s e r t  i t s  p o s i t i o n  i n  

t h e  c a p i t a l .  I t  was now a p p a r e n t  t o  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i t  

w o u l d  be i m p o s s i b l e  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  C.U,P. c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  

i n  t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e  and t h a t  t h e  o n l y  o t h o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  

was t h r o u g h  an armed i n s u r r e c t i o n .  1 

1. Ahmad, Feroz .  Thr: Younr) T u r k s  r Tho C o m m i t t o  



T h r o u g h o u t  March  and  e a r l y  A p r i l ,  1909, t h e  C.U.P. a n d  

i t s  o p p o n e n t s  waged a  war o f  words  ~ n d  t h e y  u s e d  t h e  now un- 

c e n s o r e d  p r e s s  a s  t h e  p r i m a r y  t o o l  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e .  I n  t h e  

e n s u i n g  b a t t l e  o f  words ,  t h e  Commi t t ee  was h o p e l e s s l y  o u t -  

numbered. As a g a i n s t  f t s  niout,hpicce,  T a n i n ,  were  f i v e  o p p o s i -  

t i o n  newspapers ,  namaly ,  Ikdam, owned by  A l i  Kemal, Y e n i  - 
G ~ z e t t o ,  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  K i a m i l ' s  n o t o r i o u s  son, S a i d ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  Vo l kan ,  M i z a n  and  S e r h e s t i .  The f i r s t  two  p a p e r s  -- 
were  o f  l i b e r a l  i n c l i n a t i o n  and  t h o  l a s t  t h r o e  were  c o n s e r v a -  

t i v e  beyond d i s p u t e .  The V o l k a n  was t h e  o r g a n  o f  a r e l i g i o u s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  c a l l e d  -- I t t  i h - d  ~ u h a m m o d i *  -- ( t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  Muhammed) , 
s u p p o r t e d  by  some o f  t h e  more c o n s e r v a t i v e  u lema a n d  by l a r g e  

numbers o f  i h e o l o g i c a l  s t u d e n t s ,  and  M izan  was a c o n s e r v a t i v e  

/ / 
r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  ant i -Hammid:.n e m i g r e  p a p e r ,  s t i l l  u n d e r  

t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  t h e  renegade  f lu rad  Bey .  *+ 
S e r h e s t i  was e d i t e d  

b y  a n  A l b a n i a n ,  H:.,san Fehmi, a one  t i m e  a s s o c i a t e  o f  Ahmed 

R i z a  i n  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Mechve re t ,  who h a d  t u r n e d  f r o m  

Commi t tee  c o n s p i r a t o r  t o  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  m i r a n  a c c u s e d  Ahrned 

R i z a  o f  b e i n g  an i n f i d e l .  Tho S e r b n s t i  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Young 

* The S o c i e t y  o f  Nuhammed was o f f i c i a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n l y  
on A p r i l  5, 1909,  t h e  p r o p h o t ' s  b i r t h d a y ,  h ~ t t f P u r g a n i z a -  
t i o n  h a d  beon i n  existence a t  l e a s t  a  month  p r i o r  t o  
t h i s .  The s o c i e t y  c o n s i s t e n t l y  workc2d on  t h o  f a n a t i c i s m  
o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  s o l d i o r s  and  non-commiss ioned  o f f i c e r s  o f  
t h e  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  g a r r i s o n .  

See C f , - p t e r  1,pp. 24, 25. 



T u r k s  " h a v i n g  n o n n  o f  thorn o i t h o r  f a i t h  o r  religion" w e r o  

a b o u t  t o  f o r c e  f l u s l i r n s  t o  w a a r  E u r o p e a n  h a t s  i n s t e a d  o f  t h e  

fez  a n d ,  now t h a t  t h e y  were S Q c u r s  u n d e r  t h e  protective w i n g  

o f  t h e  a r m y ,  t h e  C,U.P .  men were l e a d i n g  a l i f e  o f  l u x u r y  w i t h  

n o  t h o u g h t s  o f  t h e  p o o p l o e 2  The  d i s l i k e  o f  t h e  London T i m e s  

a n d  t h e  B r i t i s h  e m b a s s y ,  a f t e r  Kiarnil's f a l l ,  t o w a r d s  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  was  f u l l y  u t i l i z e d  by t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  p r e s s .  On o n e  

o c c a s i o n ,  S s r b e s t i  e v e n  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  " T u r k e y  w i l l  n o t  g a i n  

t h e  c o n f i d e n c e  o f  Great B r i t a i n  t i l l  t h e  C o m m i t t o e  d i s a p p s a r s .  ~3 

To a l l  such a t t a c k s  t h e  Committee o r g a n s  p a i d  b a c k  i n  t h e  s a m e  

c o i n .  Matters t o o k  a t u r n  f o r  t h e  w o r s e  i n  e a r l y  A p r i l ,  On 

A p r i l  6 ,  H a s s a n  Fehjni ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  S e r b e s t i ,  w a s  m u r d e r e d  

w h i l e  c r o s s i n g  t h e  G a l a t a  b r i d g e  a n d  h i s  a s s a i l a n t  was a l l e g e d  

t o  h a v e  b e e n  w e a r i n g  t h e  u n i f o r m  o f  a n  i n f a n t r y  o f f i c e r ,  The 

m u r d e r e r  e s c a p e d  i n  a b o a t  a n d  d i s a p p e a r e d  i n t o  o b l i v i o n .  The 

o p p o s i t i o n  a c c u s a d  t h e  C.U.P. a s  t h e  p e r p e t r a t * o r s  o f  t h e  crime, 

w h i c h  t h e  l a t t e r  d e n i e d ,  I n  v i e w  o f  t h e  d i s a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e a n  

t h e  C.U.P.  a n d  Fehrn i ,  i t  w a s  h i g h l y  u n l i k o l y  t h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  

w o u l d  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  a n y t h i n g  o f  t h i s  s o r t  a s  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  f i r s t  o n s s  t o  b e  s u s p e c t e d  o f  t h e  trim:>. 

2. N c C u l l a g h ,  F r a n c i s .  The F a l l  o f  Abdulharnid,  L o n d o n ,  
1 9 1 0 ,  p ,  58. 

3 . Ibid. 

4 .  The Titnos, - A p r i l  8 ,  1 9 0 9 .  



E i t h e r  t h e  a s s a s s i n  was used by t h e  r i g h t  w i n g  t o  p u t  t h e  

onus o f  t h o  c r i m e  on t h e  Commit tee o r  t h e  murder  was a cage 

o f  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n ,  committed i n  i s o l a t i o n  w i t h o u t  any 

p o l i t i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s .  Fehmi was a  'muckraker '  and h i s  a t t a c k s  

on i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  S e r b e s t i  o f t e n  resomb led  t h a t  o f  t h e  

s c a n d a l  s h e e t s  and t h e  e d i t o r  o f t e n  showed l i t t l e  r e s p e c t  t o  

t h e  f e e l i n g s  o f  o t h o r s ,  Hence, i t  was c o n c e i v a b l e  t h a t  h e  was 

murdered by  one o f  t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  h i s  a t t a c k s e 5  The news o f  

t h e  c r i m e  p r o v o k e d  s t u d e n t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  and  abou ta thousand  

s t u d e n t s  d e m o n s t r s t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  P o r t e .  H i l m i  Pasha was o b l i g e d  

t o  appear  on  t h e  s t e p s  and c a l m  t h e  c rowd  w i t h  p r o m i s e s  o f  

app re l l end ina  t h e  m u r d e r e r  saon. The s t u d e n t s , a f t e r  c h e e r i n g  

i n  f r o a t  o f  t h e  S e r b e s L i  a f f i c e s ,  marched t o  t h e  chamber o f  

d e p u t i e s  and  c a l l e d  upon t h e  P r e s i d e n t ,  Ahmed R iza ,  t o  ensu re  

t h a t  j u s t i c e  be done.6 Meanwhi le  M u t i d  Bey, an  A l b a n i a n  deputy  

i n  t h e  chamber, passud a m o t i o n  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r  

o f  t h e  I n t e r i o j -  t a k e  immedia te  a c t i o n  and  b r i n g  t h e  c u l p r i t  

t o  j u s t i c e .  The House v o t e d  i n  f a v o u r  w i t h  no o p p o s i t i o n  f r o m  

t h e  C.U.P. b l o c k .  The n e x t  day, on A p r i l  7, t h e  f u n e r a l  o f  

Fehmi was u s o d  by t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  a s  a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  

C.U.P.8 T h i s  is d e n i e d  by  c e r t a i n  l e a d i n g  spokesmen f a r  t h e  

5 .  I b i d .  

6 .  I b i d .  

7. I b i d .  

8. Ahmad, p. 39. 



o p p o s i t i o n  a n d ,  a c c o r d i n q  t o  t h c r n ,  t h e  1 .3r11~ a t t , o n d a n c e  a t  

Younq  T u r k  r u l e .  I n  t h e  w o r d s  o f  Ismail  Kemal, t h e  l e a d e r  o f  

t h e  A h r a r  p a r t y :  

"An i m p o s i n c l  p o p u l 2 r  d c r n o n s t r a t i o n t o o k  
p l a c e  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l  o f  t h i s  v i c t i m  of  
t h e  s o - c a l l e d  l i b e r a l  r e g i m e  o f  t h e  
Younq  T u r k s ,  t h e  p u b l i c  b e i n g  r o u s e d  t o  
f u r y  a s  much b y  t h e  a t t i t u d e  o f  t h e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  t h e  p o l i c e  a s  b y  t h e  
m u r d e r  i t s e l f .  One m i g h t  h a v s  t h o u g h t  
t h e  w h o l e  o f  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  was a t t c n d -  
i n q  t h i s  f u n e r a l  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e s t  
a g a i n s t  t h o s e  who were t r y i n p  t h u s  t o  
s t i f l e  t h e  v o i c e  o f  l i b e r t y  b y  c r i m i n a l  
m e a n s .  " 9  

A g a i n s t  I s n a i l  Kernal's f e e l i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  w h o l e  o f  

C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  a t  t h e  f u n e r a l ,  t h e  T i m e s  p l a c e d  a m o r e  c o n s e r v a -  

1 0  t i v e  e s t i m a t e  o f  f i v e  t h o u s a n d ,  w h i c h  i n  n o  way, a t  t h e  

t ime,  i m p l i e d  a p o p u l a r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n .  N o n e t h e -  

l e s s ,  t h e  e n s u i n g  d a y s  w i t n e s s e d  f u r t h e r  a t t a c k s  o n  t h e  C.U.P.  

b y  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  p r e s s .  I k d a m  c h a r a c d :  

" T h e  b r u t a l  crime o f  t w o  n i g h t s  a g o  
p r o v e s  t h a t  g e n u i n e  f r e e d o m  d o e s  n o t  
y e t  e x i s t  i n  o u r  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h a t  
p o l i t i c a l  s e r v i t u d e  i n  a l l  i t s  u g l i n e s s  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  s u r v i v o .  "11 

9 I s r n a i l  Kemal Boy. T h c  filcmoirs o f  i r r $ . i l  -- --- K r m o l  D R Y  ( e d .  
b y  S o n i e r v i l l  ~ t o r y ) ,  L o n d o n ,  1 9 7 0 ,  p .  379. 

T h e  Timr?.;, -- A p r i l  9 ,  1909, 

11. S w u n s r - n ,  V i c t o r .  Thn M i l i l . r + r y  [ J p r i s i n r ~  i n  I l t n n h r ~ l  1 9 n 9  1 
A R r  j 1 ,  P r o s o r - l t e d  a t  t h e  Second i i n n u n l  b l e b - ~  - 
t h o  id i d d l i :  I-list S t u r l l c n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  i l n i v c r s i t y  o f  Texas,  
N O V P ~ I I ~ J C ? ~  l q t ' r l ,  p.  ( 3  . 



D c r v i s  V n l i d o t i ,  t h o  f i c r y  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  d a l k a n ,  a p p o n l o d  d i r e c t l y  

t o  the comrlion s o l d i o r s  f o r  s u p p o r t 3  

"Ho ra  is  3 c r u e l t y l  H a r e  i s  a C o n s t F t u t i o n l  
The  r e m c d y  is  a q e n e r a l  c o n s e n s u s  o f  o p i n i o n  
( i c ~ n s a - i  i urnmet) ,  The n a t i o n  e x p e c t s  t h e  
i m m e d i a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  h e r  s o l d i e r s e u 1 2  

M u s l i m  f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  d i v i n e s  s p r e a d  t h e  m e s s a g e  i n t o  t h e  

b a r r a c k s .  They  a c c u s e d  t h e  C ,U ,P .  o f  " w o r k i n s  t o  o v e r t h r o w  t h e  

S h e r i ~ t ,  .- d e s t r o y  r e l i g i o n ,  d e s p i s e  t h e  S u l t a n ,  d e p r i v e  Mus l im  

l a d i e s  o f  t h e i r  v e i l s ,  vake t h e  s o l d i e r s  w e a r  h a t s  a n d  o t h e r -  

wise u s h e r  i n  u ~ h a t  V o l k a n  c a l l e d  t h e  a g e  o f  d e v i l s .  "I3 In  t h e  

m i d s t  o f  t h i s  h o 2 t e d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o v e r s y ,  H i l m i  P a s h a ' s  o o v e r n -  

m 1 1 t  w a s  u n a b l e  t o  d o  much a n d  t h e  p u b l i c  l i f e  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  was 

c o m p l e t e l y  p a r a l y z e d .  On A p r i l  13, g o a d e d  by h o . j 3 s  a n d  S o f t a s ,  

t h e  t r o o p s  a t  t u ~ o  o f  t h e  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  b a r r a c k s ,  c o n s i s t i n g  

p r i m a r i l y  o f  M a c o d o n i a n  t r o o p s ,  m u t i n i e d  a n d ,  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  

i m p r i s o n e d  o r  d r o v e  away t h e i r  o f f i c e r s ,  They  s e n t  m e s s a n e s  t o  

t h e i r  c o m r a d e s  i n  o t h e r  b a r r a c k s ,  c a l l i n g  u p o n  thorn t o  j o i n  t h e  

m u t i n e e r s  i n  t h e  d ~ f e n c e  o f  t h e  S h e r i a t ,  w h i c h  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e m  

was i n  d a n g e r  f r o m  t h e  i r r e l i g i o u s  c o m m i t t e e ,  I t  w a s  n o t  c e r -  

t a i n  w h e t h e r  t h e  demand f o r  t h e  S h e r i a t  m e a n t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  

m e n t  o f  a new o o v e r n r n c n t  u n d e r  t h e  S o c i e t y  o f  Muhamniad o r  t h e  

L i b e r a l  U n i o n .  l4 In  f a c t ,  i t  s e e m s  i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  t h a t  : s o s t  

--- .--.-- - a - .. . . - 
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s o l d i e r s  h n d  n o  i d e a  a s  t o  w h a t  t h e y  w a n t o d  a n d  t h e y  were u s e d  

by men o f  v a r i o d  p o l i t i c a l  objectives, I 

The m o s t  s t r i l d n g  p a r a d o x  o f  t h e  A p r i l  m u t i n y  is  i n  t h e  f a c t  

t h a t  i t  s t a r t e d  among t h e  c r a c k  N a c e d o n i a n  t r o o p s  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  

b r o u g h t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  by t h e  C.U.P. t o  

p r o t e c t  t h e  J u l y  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  I n  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 0 8 ,  t h r e e  b a t t a l i o n s  

o f  s h a r p - s h o o t e r s  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  f r o m  t h e  

T h i r d  Army C o r p s  i n  S a l o n i c a  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s i g n s o f  g r o w i n g  

t e n s i o n  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  l5 T h e  s o l d i e r s  i n  t h e s e  battalions 

were e x p e r i e n c e d  a n d  h a d  s e e n  a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  b r i g a n d s  o f  

M a c e d o n i a  a n d  were t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  H i l m i  P a s h a ' s  p a c i f i c a t i o n  

p r o g r a m  i n  t h a t  p r o v i n c e .  They  w e r n  p r o p e r l y  t r a i n e d  a n d  d i s -  

c i p l i n e d  by o f f i c e r s ,  who t h o m s c l v e s  h a d  passed o u t  o f  t h e  b e s t  

m i l i t a r y  a c a d e m i e s  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

T h e r e  were a n u m b e r  o f  r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  c h a n g e  o f  a t t i t u d e  

o f  t h e  onc,3 l o y a l  N a c o d o n i a n  t r o o p s .  One r e a s o n  was t h e  o f f i c e r s  

t h e m s e l v e s .  I n  d u e  c o u r s e ,  t h e  o f f i c e r s  were d r a w n  i n t o  t h e  

h e c t i c  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l  a n d  b e g a n  t o  

n e g l e c t  t h e i r  t r o o p s  by  a b s e n t e e i s m .  M o s t  o f  t h e  o f f i c e r s  h a d  

c l o s e  f r i e n d s  i i i  t h o  C.U.P. o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  a s  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

b a t t a l  ions known a s  t h o  " G u a r d i a n s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n " ,  t h e y  

were o f  t e n  i n v i t e d  t o  o f f i c i a l  g a t h e r i n g s ,  p a t r i o t i c  d r a m a  p e r -  

f o r m a n c e s ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  b a n q u e t s .  l6 As a r e s u l t ,  t h e  m a c e d o n f a n  

. -. 
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t r o o p s  were l o f t  m o r e  a n d  moro  u n d e r  t h e  c a r o  o f  t h e i r  c o r p o r s l s  

a n d  s e r g e a n t s  a n d  s l o w l y  i t  b ~ g a n  t o  a f f o c t  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  i n  

t h e s e  b a t t n l i o n s ,  The C.U,P a n d  i t s  o f f i c e r  a l l i e s  l r i s t  t o u c h  

w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h o  s o l d i e r s  a n d  t h e i r  d i s p a r s g i n g  a t t i t u d e  

t o w a r d s  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i o f s  a n d  p r o v i n c i a l  w a y s  o f  t h e  s o l -  

d i e r y  made t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w o r s o ,  mahmud N u k h t a r  P a s h a ,  t h e  
* 

commander  o f  t h e  F i r s t  Army Corps,  c o m p l a i n e d  a f t e r  t h e  u p r i s i n g  

t h a t  " t h e  e d u c a t e d  o f f i c e r s  whom I h a d  g r a d u a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  

t h o  c a d r e s  i n  p l a c e  o f  " r a n k e r "  o f f i c e r s  d i d  n o t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  

make  a n y  e f f o r t  t o  s t u d y  t h o  p s y c h o l o g y  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r  a n d  t o  
18 

make t h e m s e l v e s  a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d  l o v e d  by h i m . "  T h i s  p a r t i n g  o f  

t h e  w a y s ,  b e t w e e n  t h e  o F F i c e r s  a n d  t h e  s o l d i e r y  i s  v i v i d l y  p o r -  

t r a y e d  by  A l i  C e v a t  Bey,  f i r s t  S e c r e t a r y  a t  t h e  P a l a c e ,  A 

r u g g e d  A n a t o l i a n  s o l d i e r  e x p l a i n e d  i n  a n  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  A l i  C e v a t  

t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  h i s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  r e b e l  c a u s e r  

"They c u r s e  o u r  r e l i g i o n  a n d  r i d i c u l e  o u r  
m o r a l s .  By God, i t s  a  s i n ! "  I r e p l i e d t  
"Who c u r s e s  a n d  r i d i c u l e s  y o u ?  Look ,  my 
b o y ,  I b e a t  t h i s  man a s  w e l l . "  I p o i n t e d  
t o  H a s a n  Aga, o n e  o f  t h e  c o f f e e  m a k e r s  a t  
t h e  s e c r e t a r i a t ,  who w a s  w i t h  me t h a t  d a y .  

* The f i r s t  Army C o r p s  was p e r m a n e n t l y  g a r r i s o n e d  
i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l o  and t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  i t s  o f f i c e r  
C o r p s  were d r a w n  f r o m  t h e  r a n k s .  They were p o o r l y  
t r a i n e d  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  i n  o u t l o o k  a n d ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  
were moro  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  t h o  i n t r i g u e s  o f  t h o  
f u n d a m e n t a l i s t  Musl im d i v i n e s .  



I was v e r y  f o n d  o f  h i m  b u t  o n  o c c z s l o n  w h i l c  
f a s t i n q  I h a d  s t r u c k  h i m . "  A m8n h n s  t.n b e  
b e a t n n  o n c c ?  i n  a i u h i l r  h y  his o f f i c ~ r s  a n d  
s u p e r i o r s ,  especially i n  t h e  Army, s o  u ~ h a t  is 
t h ~ !  ma t t e r ? "  Ho l c a n r ! d  h i s  head t o w a r d  me 
a n d  s a i d t  "my Ans, I wou!.d l o t  you  k i l l  me. 
Go a h e a d ,  h i t  me b e t t u e e n  t h o  e y e s ,  i t  w o u l d  
n o t  m a t t e r .  B u t  t h e  o n e s  who b e a t  u s  a r e  
c h i l d r e n ,  b a b i e s ,  a n d  t h e i r  m o u t h s  a r e  f u l l  
o f  c u r s e s .  They  c u r s e  o u r  b a l i o f s  a n d  o u r  
r e l i q i o n .  Now t h a t ' s  a s i n ,  i s n ' t  i t ? " 1 9  

The  C ,U.P ,  a n d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f t e n  seem t o  h a v e  f o r q o t t e n  

t h a t  common s o l d i e r s  e v e n  if i l l i t e r a t e  a r e  men w i t h  s o m e  

c o n v i c t i o n s ,  intelligence s n d  v o l i t i o n ,  2 0  

T h e  A p r i l  13,  m u t i n y  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a f u l l  s c a l e  r e v o l t  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h o  i n c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  g o v e r n r n c n t  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  

H i l m i  P a s h a  t r i e d  t o  n e q o t i a t e  w i t h  t h e  S o f t a s  a n d  o t h e r  

r e l i g i o u s  e l e m e n t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  f i n d  o u t  e x a c t l y  w h a t  t h e y  

d e s i r e d ,  T h e y  d e m ~ n d e d  t h e  d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  War 

as w e l l  a s  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C h a m b e r ,  Ahmad ~ i z a . ~ '  More-  

o v e r ,  t h e y  w a n t e d  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S h e r i a t ,  a n d  t h e  

c o n f i n e m e n t  o f  M u s l i m  women t o  t h e i r  h o m e s ,  22 F i n d i n g  h i m s e l f  

i n  a q u a n d a r y  H i l m i  P a s h a  t e n d e r e d  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  h i s  

c a b i n e t  e~nd i t  was i m m e d i a t e l y  z c c e p t e d  b y  t h e  S u l t a n ,  I n  

- 
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r e t r o s p e c t ,  i t  s e e m s  t o  t h o  writer  t h a t  h a d  t h o  c i v i l i a n  a n d  

m i l i t a r y  a u t h o r i t i o s  b e o n  m o r e  F o r c e f u l ,  t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  s u p -  

p r e s s e d  t h e  r e v o l t  a t  a n  e a r l y  s t a g c ,  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e  

m i n i s t e r ,  f l u s t e r e d  by t h e  t u r n  o f  e v e n t s ,  d i d  n o t  d a r e  t a k e  

a c t i o n  a n d  t h e y  o r d e r e d  Mahrnud M u k t a r  P a s h a ,  commander  o f  t h e  

F i r s t  Army C o r p s ,  t o  r e f r a i n  f r o m  u s i n g  f o r c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e b e l s ,  

The F i r s t  Army h a d  n o t  y e t  m u t i n i e d ,  M u k t a r  P a s h a  r e f u s e d  t o  

u s e  f o r c e  o n  h i s  own i n i t i a t i v e  w i t h o u t  o r d e r s  f r o m  a b o v e  a n d ,  

c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  h i s  t r o o p s  b e g a n  t o  g e t  r e s t i v e  a n d  d e s e r t e d  t h e  

r a n k s  i n  d r o v e s .  Soon t h e y  s t a r t e d  t o  f r a t e r n i z e  w i t h  t h e  a g i -  

t a t o r s ,  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  Oluktar  r e s i g n e d  a n d  h i s  e n t i r e  f o r c e  
* 

w e n t  o v e r  t o  t h e  enemy.  On A p r i l  1 4 ,  T e w f i k  P a s h a ,  a f o r m e r  

f o r e i g n  m i n i s t e r ,  was  a p p o i n t e d  G r a n d  V i z i e r ,  A b d u l h a m i d  t r i e d  

t o  p r e s e r v e  f o r  h i m s e l f  t h e  p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  a p p o i n t i n g  t h e  two  

4f After h i s  r c f ; i g n a t i o n ,  t h e  ex -commander  b a r e l y  e s c a p e d  
t h e  w r a t h  o l  a n  i r a t e  c r o u ~ d .  He was c h a s e d  by a n  a n g r y  
mob o f  s a i l o r s  a n d  s o l d i e r s ,  b u t  M u k t a r  e s c a p e d  o v e r  a 
wa l l  i n t o  t h e  home o f  S i r  William W h i t t a l ,  a w e l l  known 
8 r i t i s h  r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  a n d  Lady  W h i t t a l  r e f u s e d  
t o  t u r n  h i m  o v e r  t o  t h e  mob. A f t e r  w a i t i n g  a r o u n d  f o r  
a w h i l e ,  t h e  c r o w d  f i n a l l y  d i s p e r s e d  a n d  Llahmud M u k t a r  
made  g o o d  h i s  e s c a p e  f r o m  t h e  W h i t t a l  r s s i d e n c e  d i s -  
g u i s e d  a s  a s a i l o r ,  He was g i v e n  a s y l u m  by t h e  German 
war v e s s e l  L o r e l e i .  ( T h e  G r e a t  P o w e r s  werR e a c h  
a l l o w e d  a l i ~ h t - ~ ~ a r  v e s s e l  t o  b e  s t a t i o n e d  i n  C o n s t a n t i -  
n o p l e  a f t e r  t h e  A r m e n i a n  m a s s a c r e s  o f  1 8 3 5 ,  T h i s  c o n -  
c e s s i o n  was  a c h i e v e d  a f t e r  l a b o r i o u s  n e q o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  
A b d u l h a m i d  a n d ,  ostensibly, t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  i t  was  t h e  
f o a r  t h a t  t h o  n e x t  o u t b r e a k  m i q h t  t a k e  a n  a n t i - E u r o p e a n  
f o r m ,  ) 

See Maunh, -- T u r k c y  - : Y c s t c - r a t  Torlay nncl T o m o r r o u ~ ,  p.  
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m i n i s t e r s  t o  t h e  armed f o r c e s ,  b u t  T e w f i k  r e f u s e d  t o  a c c e p t  

23 o f f i c e  u n d e r  such c o n d i t i o n s  and t h e  S u l t a n  backed down, 

However, h e  had  a l r e a d y  managed t o  a p p o i n t  a s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  

War, Edhem Pasha, who had l e d  t h e  T u r k i s h  a r m i e s  i n t o  war 

a g a i n s t  Greece i n  1897. 24 A l s o  on A p r i l  14, t h e  Chamber, w i t h  

o n l y  s i x t y  d e p u t i e s  p r e s e n t ,  e l e c t e d  I s m a i l  Kemal Bey as  i t s  

P r e s i d e n t  t o  succeed Ahned ~ i z a ' ~  and t h e  C.U.P. d e p u t i e s .  

e i t h e r  abscondod f r o m  t h e  c a p i t a l  a l t o g e t h e r  o r  were i n  h i d i n g .  

There i s  l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  H i l m i  Pasha o r  t h e  two 

o t h e r  m i n i s t e r s  who r e s i g n e d  w i t h  h i m  - t h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f  War 

and Educa t ion , ' f e l t  t h a t  t h e y  w e r e  b e i n g  squeezed o u t  o f  o f f i c e  

by t h e  i n t r i g u e s  o f  Abdulhamid o r  t h e  opponents  o f  t h e  C . U . P .  

The c a b i n e t  r e s i g n e d  w i l l i n g l y  and, moreover ,  T e w f i k  Pasha's 

c a b i n e t  i n r l u d e d  seven members from t h e  p r e v i o u s  c a b i n e t .  I t  

a l s o  i s s u e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  on A p r i l  1 5  t o  t h e  chamber o f  D e p u t i e s  

p r o m i s i n g  t o  p u r s u e  t h e  same p o l i c y  a s  H i l m i  Pasha's c a b i n e t ,  

A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  new c a b i n e t ,  Lowthe r  i n s t r u c t e d  B r i t i s h  

Consu ls  i n  Macedonia and A s i a t i c  Turkey  t o  a s s u r o  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  

t h a t  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  w o u l d  be B u t  i n  a few days, i t  

24 ,  Graves, P h i l i p .  B r i t a i n  and Turk,  London, 1941, 
p, 127. 

2 5. The T imos ,  A p r i l  15,  1909. 

26. I s m a i l  Komal, p. 343. 



b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  w a s  n o t  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  

c e n t r e  o f  g o v e r n r n o n t  a n y m o r o .  D e s p i t e  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  i t  s t i l l  r e m a i n e d  f o r  t h e  new 

G r a n d  V i z i e r  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e  a l l  p o w o r f u l  T h i r d  Army i n  

M a c e d o n i a  t h a t  t h e  m u t i n y  w a s  s p o n t a n e o u s  a n d  i n  n o  way un-  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  27 By A p r i l  17,  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e  

C.U.P. i n  S a l o n i c a  h a d  d e c i d e d  t o  s e i z e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  g o v e r n -  

m e n t  a n d  r e s t o r e  t h e  t o m m i t t e e  t o  p o w e r  o n c e  a g a i n ,  

I n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s ,  b o t h  i n  M a c e d o n i a  a n d  Asia, t h e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  C.U.P. a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i o n  w a s  c o n f u s e d ,  Much o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  b o t h  m i l i t a r y  

a n d  c i v i l i a n  s p h e r e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e s  came f r o m  s t a u n c h  C.U.P. 

s u p p o r t e r s .  T h e s e  men h a d  come t o  p o w e r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

Young T u r k  r e v o l u t i o n  a n d  w i t h  r e m a r k a b l e  s o l i d a r i t y  t h e y  now 

r e s o l v e d  t h e i r  d i v i d e d  l o y a l t i e s  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  C.U.P. 28 

T e l e g r a m s  p o u r e d  i n t o  t h e  P o r t e ,  o f t e n  i n s u l t i n g  a n d  t h r e a t e n -  

i n g  i n  t o n e  a n d  i n  u n i s o n  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  new 

c a b i n e t .  29 They a l s o  b o m b a r d e d  t h e  P a l a c e  w i t h  t e l e g r a m s ,  

a c c u s i n g  t h e  S u l t a n  o f  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  a s  i n  1 8 7 6  a n d  p r o m i s e d  r e t a l i a t i o n .  From 

2 7 .  Ahmad, p. 4 3 ,  

2 8 .  S w e n s o n ,  p .  1 4 .  

2 9 .  I b i d .  

30. Ahmad, p ,  4 3 ,  



S a l o n i c a  t h e  C c n t r n l  C o m m i t t a r ?  d e m a n d e d  t h o  a r r a s t  o f  p v o m i n t J n t  
-X 

L i b ~ 3 r : ~ l s  s u c h  a s  I s m z i l  Kcrnal .  S u c h  t h r o a t n s  h a d  a  d c m o r n l i z -  

i n n  c f f o c t  i n  C n n s t ~ n t i n o p l ~ ~ .  A l i .  F u a d  T u r k g c l r l i  h a s  t h c ,  

f o l l o u ~ i n q  t o  s a y  i n  h i s  m e m o i r s :  

Y I s m a i l  Kcrnnl who s p e n t  a n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  i n  e x i l o  
w a n d e r i n g  a h o u t  Europi; a s  a v i c t i m  o f  H a m i d i a n  
d e s p o t i s m ,  ~ u r i a u s l y  e n o u g h ,  d r e w  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  
p a l ~ c t :  d u r i r i q  t h e  c r i s i s .  I n  h i s  mr?rno i r s ,  v ~ h i l e  
discuss in^^ t h c s e  c r u c i a l  d a y s  o f  t h e  m u t i n y ,  h e  
h a s  s h o ~ l ~ n  c o n s i d o r : ~ b l e  t o l e r 2 n c e ,  if n o t  a c t u a l  
a f f e c t i o n ,  f o r  A b d u l h a r n i d .  T h e  S u l t a n  was e q u a l l y  
i n t o r e s t e d  i n  b u i l d i n q  a m i c a b l e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  
n e w l y  c l e c t c d  President o f  t h e  c h a m b e r  a n d  t h e i r  
m e e t i n g  o f  A p r i l  15  t h r o u ~ s  somc l i n h t  i n t o  A b d u l -  
h a m i d ' s  n c n t ~ l  f r a n e ~ l ~ o r l t  a t  t h i s  t ime. To q u o t e  
I sma i l  Kcr, ? l  r 

"He m a d e  c l a b o r a t c  e x c u s e s  f o r  a l l  t h a t  h a d  p a s s e d  
b e t w e e n  u s ,  2 n d  s a i d  h e  U J ~ S  now c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h e  
s i n c e r i t y  o f  my sentiments t o m r d s  h i m  a n d  o f  t h e  
v a l u e  o f  t h e  c o u n s e l s  I bad ~ i v e n  I , i r n  i n  t h e  
p a s t .  He c r i t i c i s e d  v e r y  b i t t e r l y  t h e  c o n d u c t  a n d  
a t t i t u d e  o f  t h o s e  o ~ h o  h:7d p r o v o k e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  
e v e n t s ,  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  w h i c h  h e  r e c o g n i z e d ,  
a n d  h e  b e g g e d  me t o  g i v e  h i m  t h e  f r a n k e s t  a n d  m o s t  
s i n c e r e  a d v i c e  f o r  d e a l i n q  w i t h  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  He 
a d d e d  t h a t  h e  was h a p p y  a t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  
neu~ r e g i m e ,  v ~ h i c h  h e  i n t e n d e d  f a i t h f u l l y  t o  m a i n -  
t a i n ,  3s h e  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  t h e  s o l e  g u a r a n t e e  now f o r  
h i s  p e r s o n a l  g l o r y  a n d  t h e  g o o d  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  He 
was, h e  s a i d ,  s o  c o n v i n c e d  o f  t h o  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  
n e w  o r d e r  o f  t h i n q s ,  t h a t  h e  s w o r e  upon  t h e  P r o p h e t  
a n d  t h e  K o r a n  t h a t ,  e v e n  s h o u l d  h i s  p e o p l e  beg  h i m  
t o  r e s u m e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  p o u ~ c r ,  h e  w o u l d  n o t  c o n s e n t  
b e c a u s e  h e  b o l i c v e d  i t  w a s  t h e  l a s t  e f f o r t  m a d e  t o  
s a v e  t h e  E m p i r e ,  a n d  if i t  a l s o  s h o u l d  u n h a p p i l y  
f a i l . ,  t h e  E m p i r e  i u o u l d  h o  l o s t . "  

D o s f i i t e  A b d u l h a m i d ' s  b r a v a d o ,  f o r  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  c o n -  
s p i r a t o r ,  i T  s u c h  i n d c r d  w a s  t h o  c a s e  i n  t h i s  i n s t 2 n c e ,  
t h n  S u l t a n  s o o n d e d  p i t , j f u l .  As a r o s u l t  o f  K e r n n l ' s  
a d v i c e ,  h e  a p p r : i n t e d  N a z i m  P a s h a  t h o  corrmanc!ant  o f  t h e  
F i r s t  Army C o r p s  8 3  r o p l n c o m o n t  t o  D1ukhl;ar r J a s h a .  

For  m o r o  S H C ! :  --- I s m n i l .  K o m : ~ l ,  p p ,  3 4 1 - 3 4 2 .  



" A l t h o u q h ,  Tewfilc P a s h a ,  met t h o s o  t h r o a t s  
w i t h  h i s  customary cfllm, a n u m b e r  o f  m i n i s t e r s  
t o o k  t.hom p e r s o n a l l y  a n d  b o a a n  t o  n e t  n e r v o u s .  I 
F o r  e x a m p l o ,  e v e r y  time t h e  F i n a n c e  M i n i s t e r  
N u r i  Bey came  t o  a c a b i n e t  m e e t i n g  h e  w o u l d  
s a y :  ' T o d a y  a g a i n ,  I r e c e i v e d  a g r e a t  b u n c h  
o f  telegrams s a y i n g ,  we d o  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  y o u ,  
t h e  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  M i n i s t e r  o f  F i n a n c e  i n  t h e  
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  C a b i n e t !  N o w  how come we a r e  
u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ?  I d o n ' t  r e c o g n i z e  a n y  o f  t h o s e  
men. What r i g h t  d o  t h e y  h a v e  t o  t h r e a t e n  me 
l i k e  t h i s ? " 3 1  

On A p r i l  1 7 ,  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  p a s s e d  o n  f r o m  w o r d s  t o  

a c t i o n  a n d  t h e  ' A c t i o n  Army' l e f t  S a l o n i c a ,  o f f i c i a l l y  t o  

r e s t o r e  d i s c i p l i n e  among t h e  m u t i n o u s  t r o o p s  a n d  t o  r e s t o r e  

o r d e r  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  32  M o s t  o f  t h e  m o b i l e  t r o o p s  c a m e  f r o m  

t h e  U i l a y e t  o f  S a l o n i c a  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s  f r o m  t h e  A l b a n i a n  

d i s t r i c t s  o f  M o n a s t i r ,  O c h r i d a  a n d  R e s n a ,  t h e  c r a d l e  o f  t h e  

J u l y  r e v o l u t i o n .  The ' A c t i o n  Army' c o n t a i n e d  M u s l i m s ,  B u l g a r s ,  

Jews, G r e e k s  a n d  a t  l e a s t ,  f o r  a b r i e f  p e r i o d  t h i s  

a r m y  was t h e  e m b o d i m e n t  o f  t h e  v a r i e d  r a c e s  a n d  c u l t u r e s  o f  

t h e  E m p i r e  w h i c h  were a b l e  t o  c o o p e r a t e  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r .  

A n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  f r o m  s t u d e n t  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p s  - 
d o c t o r s ,  l a w y e r s ,  p r o f e s s o r s  - s i g n e d  u p  w i t h  t h e  ' A c t i o n  Army' 

a s  v o l u n t e e r s .  The C h r i s t i a n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  

31. S w e n s o n ,  p .  15. 



B u l g a r i a n s  i n  M a c e d o n i a ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  d i s i l l u s i o n n ~ c n t  w i t h  t h e  

p o l i c i e s  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r e g i m e ,  w e r e  n o t  i n c l i n e d  t o ~ u n r d s  

t h e  new r e g i m e  w h i c h  t h e y  f e a r e d  m i g h t  t a k e  t h e m  b a c k  t o  t h e  p r e -  

J u l y  d a y s .  H e n c e ,  t h e y  were m o s t l y  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  C.U.P. 

R e p o r t e d  The Timns  - r 
" S a n d a n s k y  a n d  P a n i t z a  a n d  t h e i r  f o l l o w e r s  p r o f e s s  
g r e a t  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e  Young T u r k s  
a n d  p r o m i s e  t o  s u p p o r t  i t  w i t h  t h e i r  a r m e d  f o r c e s .  
The M a c e d o n i n n  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c i r c l e s  h e r e  a r e  a l s o  
d i s p o s e d  t o  f a v o u r  t h e  Young T u r k s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  
S u l t a n ' s  p r o f e s s i o n s  o f  a t t a c h m e n t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u -  
t i o n  a s  i n s i n c e r e  a n d  a s  d e s i g n e d  t o  v e i l  t h e  g r a d u a l  
r e - e s t a b l i s h r i e n t  o f  t h e  f o r m e r  r e g i m e .  " 3 4  

The ' A c t i o n  Army' was  p l a c e d  u n d e r  t h e  command o f  Mahmud 

S h e f k o t  p a s h a * ,  t h e  C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f  o f  t h e  T h i r d  Arny C o r p s  

34  . The T i m n ,  A p r i l  2 1 9  1 9 0 9 .  

.y The O l i v e r  C r o m w e l l  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  T u r k i s h  c o u n t e r  r e v o l u -  
t i o n ,  Mahmud S h e f k e t  P a s h a ,  h a d  c a u g h t  t h e  e y e  o f  Von Der  
G o l t z ,  i n  t h e  l R R O ' s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  German i n s p i r e d  m i l i t a r y  
r e f o r m s  o f  T u r k e ) .  F o r  a w h i l e ,  h e  was  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  
A l g e b r a  a n d  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  q u n n e r y  a t  t h e  H i g h e r  M i l i t a r y  
S c h o o l  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  On G o l t z ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  h e  
was s e n t  t o  Germany a n d  F r a n c e  f o r  h i q h e r  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n -  
i n g  a n d  h e  s p o n t  n i n e  y e a r s  i n  E u r o p e .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  
h e  a l s o  d i d  h i s  d u t y  a s  a  c o n s u l t n n t  t o  h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  i n  
a n u m b e r  o f  a r m s  p r o c u r e m e n t  e n t e r p r i s e s .  In  1 9 0 1 ,  w h i l e  
o n  a g a v e r n m e n t  m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  H i ' a z ,  h e  h a p p e n ~ c ;  t o  t r a v e l  
i n  a s t e a m e r ,  M u r u v p t  ( ~ e n a r o s i t y  3 , w i t h  h u n d r c d s  o f  p o l i -  
t i c a l .  p r i s o n e r s  destined t o  be  i m p r i s o n e d  i n  different 
l o n e l y  f o r t r e s s e s .  In  h i s  c o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e m  h e  w a s  
e x p o s e d  t o  t h e i r  i d e a l i s m  a n d ,  m o r e o v e r ,  t h e i r  w r e t c h e d  
l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  z p p a l l o d  h i m .  T h e s e  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  
c o u p l o d  w i t h  h i s  w e s t e r n  a n d  c e n t r a l  E u r o p e a n  s o j o u r n ,  
a t  l e a s t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  o n 0  w r i t e r ,  w e r e  t h e  d e t o r m i n i n o  
f a c t o r s  o f  h i s  c o n v e r s i o n  t o  a c o n f  i r m c d  a n t i - H a m i d i a n .  
I n  Novombcr 1 9 0 8 ,  a f t e r  H i l m i ' s  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  S a l o n i c a  t o  
t a k e  u p  t h o  p o s t  o f  M i n i s t e r  o f  t h c  I n t e r i o r ,  S h e f k o t  P a s h a  
was a p p o i n t e d  t o  r e p l a c e  h im a s  t h e  I n s p e c t o r - L c l n r  a a l  o f  
Msced. ~ i a ,  w h i l e  r ~ t n i n i n q  h i s  p o s t  a s  t h o  Cominanc~or- in-  
C h i c f  o f  t h ~  T h i r d  Army C o r p s .  



i n  S a l o n i c a ,  The  n e w s  o f  t h n  i m p e n d i n g  a r r i v a l  o f  S h o f k e t ' s  

t r o o p s  r e s u l  Led i n  p a n i c  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e .  The c a b i n e t  deenied 

i t  wise t o  s e n d  a d o p u t a t i o n  t o  m e e t  t h e  ' A c t i o n  Army' b a f o r e  i t  

r e a c h e d  t h e  c a p i t a l  a n d  t o  r o a s s u r e  t h e  t r o o p s  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t i t u -  

t i o n  was s a f e ,  35 D e p u t a t i o n s  w e r e  s e n t ,  b u t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  was 

i n  n o  mood t o  n e g o t i a t e .  Mos t  o f  t h e  C.U.P, d e p u t i e s  h a d  c o n -  

v e r g e d  i n  San  S t e f a n o ,  a  m e r e  t h i r t e e n  miles f r o m  t h e  c a p i t a l ,  

a w a i t i n g  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  t h e  M a c e d o n i a n s .  

T h e r e  w e r e  l a s t  m i n u t e  a t t e m p t s  t o  s a l v a g e  a t  l e a s t  some- 

t h i n g  f r o m  t h e  w o r s e n i n g  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l .  A b d u l h a m i d  

i s s u e d  a  s t a t e m e n t  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  h e  w e l c o m e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  t h e  

M a c e d o n i a n  t r o o p s  e n t e r i n q  t h e  c i t y  a s  l o n g  a s  n o  v i o l e n c e  w a s  

i n v o l v e d .  I s m a i l  Kemal  s o u o h t  t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  p o w e r s  a s  a  

l a s t  d e s p e r a t e  m e a s u r e  t o  s t o p  t h e m  f r o m  m a r c h i n g  i n t o  t h e  

c a p i t a l . 3 6  T h s  Germans  f l a t l y  r e j e c t e d  any i d e a  o f  m e d i a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  t h e  c a p i t a l  a n d  t h e  ' A c t i o n  Army'. Z i n o v i e v ,  t h e  

R u s s i a n  A m b a s s a d o r ,  b l u n t l y  t o l d  Kemal  t h a t  t h e  S u l t a n  a n d  h i s  

m i n i s t e r s  w o u l d  b e  l e f t  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  m e s s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  37 

L o w t h e ,  was n o t  w h o l l y  a v e r s e  t o  t h e  i d e a ,  p r o v i d e d  Kemal  c o u l d  

p e r s u a d e  t h e  G r a n d  V i z i e r  t o  p r o p o s e  s u c h  a m e a s u r e ,  a s  t h e  

S u l t a n ' s  r e q u e s t s  c o u l d  n o  l o n g e r  make  a f a v o u r a b l e  i m p r e s s i o n  

i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n .  38 T e w f i k  P a s h a  w a s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  s h o u l d e r  a n y  

35. Ahmad, p. 4 4 .  

36 ,  Ismai l  K e m a l ,  p .  3 4 4 ,  

37. I b i d *  

313. I b i d .  



such r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and Kemal had  t o  g i v e  up  h i s  a t t e m p t s *  

By A p r i l  22, some t w e n t y  thousand  t r o o p s  and v o l u n t p e r s ,  

t h e  l a t t e r  l e d  by  Sandansky and h i s  f e r o c i o u s  l i e u t e n a n t  

P a n i t z a ,  had  r e a c h a d  t h e  w e s t e r n  suburbs  o f  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e ,  

The a c t u a l  f i g h t i n g  was s i m p l y  a  s e r i e s  o f  s k i r m i s h e s  and t h i s  

o c c u r r e d  on A p r i l  23 and 24. The o n l y  ones t o  p u t  up  any s e r i o u s  

r e s i s t a n c e  wore t h e  Macedonian g u a r d  detachment  t h a t  h a d  i n i t i a t e d  

t h e  m u t i n y  on A p r i l  13 and a  g roup  o f  t h e o l o g i c a l  s t u d e n t s ,  who 

made a l a s t  d i t c h  s t r n d  i n  one o f  t h e  mosques i n  Stamboul.  39  

Y I n  h i s  memoirs, I s m a i l  Kemal, i s  v e r y  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  
p o l i c i e s  o f  G r o a t  B r i t a i n ,  F rance  and Russ ia  t o w a r d s  t h e  
C.U.P. He obso rved r  

I n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  t h o i r  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a c t s ,  t h e  
Ambassadors OF Graa t  O r i t a i n ,  F rance  and Russ ia ,  
e i t h e r  t h r o u g h  t h e i r  f e e l i n g  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  
some o f  t h e i r  p ~ r s o n n e l  who had  been won t o  t h e  
Young Turk cause, o r  e l s e  t h r o u g h  f a l s e  judgmont  
o f  i t s  m e r i t s ,  s h a r e d  a sympathy wh ich  was l i t t l e  
w o r t h y  o f  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s ,  and, wh ich ,  f u r t h o r m o r e ,  
d i d  n o t  show much more p e r s p i c a c i t y .  The F r e n c h  
Embassy became t h e  rendezvous o f  t h e  c h i e f s  o f  t h e  
P a r t y .  Dl, Andre M a n d e l s t a h n ,  t h e  F i r s t  Dragoman 
o f  t h e  R u s s i ~ n  Embassy, was t o  a l l  i n t e n t s  a n d  
p u r p o s e s  t h e i r  c h i e f  a d v i s e r ,  M r .  F i t z m a u r i c e ,  
t h e  F i r s t  Dragoman o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  Embassy, was t h e  
o n l y  momher o f  t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  c o r p s  who had  fo rmed 
a p r o p e r  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  m e n t a l i t y  and t h e  m i s c h i e v o u s  
p o l i c y  o f  t h i s  g roup o f  m y s t a r i o u s  peop le ,  t h e  
u n i o n i s t s ,  b u t ,  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  h i s  p r e d a c e s s o r ,  S i r  
Adam B lock ,  who was t h e  E n g l i s h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  
the  t i t l e s  o f  t h e  Ottoman Debt,  was d e v o t e d  t o  t h ~ m ,  
body and s o u l ,  and  used  h i s  influence w i t h  S i r  Ge ra rd  
Lowthe r  on t h e i r  b e h a l f .  We g r e a t l y  d e p l o r e d  t h i s  
s y m p a t h e t i c  p o l i c y ,  wh ich  h e l p e d  t o  encourage t h o  
u n i o n i s t s  i n  t h e i r  work o f  m i s c h i o f  i n  t h e  coun t ry , ' '  
See Kemalr Memoirs o f  I s m a i l  i(r?mal - Bey, p. 349, 



As t h e  r i n g l e a d e r s  o f  t h o  m u t i n y ,  t h e  f o r m e r ,  p e r h a p s ,  e x p e c t e d  

s o v o r e  t r e a t m e n t  f r o m  t h a i r  adversaries a n d  t h i s  e x p l a i n ~ d  t h e  

r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e i r  s t i f f  r o s i s t a n c o .  The t h e o l o g i c a l  s t u d a n t s  

were m a s s a c r e d  by S a n d a n s k y ' s  w a r r i o r s .  Y i l d i z  a n d  i t s  g a r r i -  

s o n s  r e m a i n e d  p e r m a n e n t l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  r a n g e  o f  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a -  

t i o n s ,  b u t ,  u n d e r  S h e P k e t ' s  o r d e r s ,  t h e  P a l a c e  was c a r e f u l l y  

w a t c h e d  by r e s e r v e  d e t a c h m e n t s .  On A p r i l  2 4 ,  when t h e  b a t t l e  

was l o s t  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h o  c i t y ,  two  b a t t a l i o n s  o f  t h e  Y i l d i z  

g a r r i s o n  s u r r e n d e r e d  p i e c e m e a l  a n d  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s  

f l e d  i n  e v e r y  p o s s i b l e  d i r e c t i o n .  The following d a y ,  l e f t  

w i t h o u t  a n y  t r o i j p s ,  t h e  commander  o f  t h e  g u a r d s  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  

N a c e d o n i a n s  t o  s e n d  s o l d i e r s  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  

a n d  S h e f k e t  o b l i g e d  by  d e s p a t c h i n g  f o u r  b a t t a l i o n s  t o  o c c u p y  

t h o  b a r r a c k s  a n d  d e p o t s  o f  Y i l d i z ,  

I n  A r a b  Asia, t h e  Young Turk  r u l e  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  p o p u l a r .  

The  A r a b ?  h a d  n o t  b e e n  d e a l t  w i t h  f a i r l y  i n  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  

e l e c t i o n s  by t h e  c o m m i t t e e  a n d ,  s i n c e  t h e  e l e c t i o n s ,  a n u m b e r  o f  

p r o m i n e n t ,  A r a b s  h a d  b e e n  d i s m i s s e d  f rc lm t h e i r  p o s t s ,  U n d o r  t h e  

o l d  r e g i m e ,  many l e a d i n g  e l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  S u l t a r i ' s  e n t o u r a g e  

h a d  b e e n  A r a b s .  Also ,  A b d u l h a m i d ' s  Pan-  I s l a m i c  i d o l o g y  h a d  

c e r t a i n  a p p e a l  among t h e  A r a b s  a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  r e i g n  t h e  

S u l t a n  h a d  c u l t i v a t e d  t h e i r  c o m p a n y ,  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e r e  w a s  

some  s u p p o  t f o r  t h e  m u t i n e e r s  i n  t h o  A s i a t i c  p r o v i n c e s .  B u t  

t h i s  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  m u t i n e e r s ,  i. e ,  t h e  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  S o f  t,qs 

a n d  o t h e r s ,  was  e x p r e s s e d  t h r o u g h  r e l i g i u u s  f a n a t i c i s m  a n d  



t e r r i b l o  m a s s a c r e s  o f  A r m o n i a n s  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  Adana a n d  

A l o x a n d r e t t a .  The Adana mass . . : res  h a d  b e e n  i n  p r o p a r a t i o n  

f o r  s r n e t f m e ,  b u t  t h e  r e v o l t  i n  C o n s t a n t i n o p l o  i g n i t e d  t h e  

s p a r k .  In  i ? l n x a n d r ~ : ' . . t a ,  t h e  m u s l i m s  s u r r o u n d e d  t h o  c i t y  a n d  

d e s t r o y o d  many A r m e n i a n  f a r m s  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  a n d  it. w a s  o n l y  

t h e  d e s p a t c h  o f  a B r i t i s h  w a r  v e s s e l ,  on  A p r i l  18 ,  w h i c h  

f i n a l l y  b r o u g h t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  u n d e r  c o n t r o l . 4 o  The A r a b  

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  r e b e l s  s o o n  d i e d  o u t ,  a f t o r  t h e  m u r d e r  o f  

A r s l a n  Bey,  who w a s  n o t  o n l y  a d e p u t y  r e p r e s e n t i n s  t h e  a l m o s t  

e x c l u s i v e l y  A r a b  c o n s t i t u e n c y  o f  L a t t a k i - 1 ,  b u t  a l s o  a D r u z e  

E m i r  u i t h  p o w e r f u l  c o n n e c t i o n s  i n  S y r i a .  He was m i s t a k e n l y  

m u r d e r s d  o n  A p r i l  16  a n d  h i s  a s s a i l a n t s  d i d  i t  u n d e r  t h e  i m -  

p r o s s i o n  t h a t  h e  was  J a v i d  Bey,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  T a n i n .  4 1 

The v i c t o r y  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t o e  w a s  c o m p l e t e  by A p r i l  26 .  

The e n t i r e  e p i s o d e  l a s t e d  two w e e k s .  The r i n g l e a d e r s  o f  t h o  

m u t i n y  were s h o t  o r  c o n d e m n e d  t o  l o n g  terms o f  i m p r i s o n m e n t .  

A t t e m p t s  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a p e r m a n e n t  c o u r t - m a r t i a l  d i d  n o t  

m a t e r i a l i z e .  The r a n k  a n d  f i l e  o f f e n d e r s  w e r e  m e r e l y  d i s a r m e d  

and t h e y  were d e s p a t c h e d  t o  s e r v e  t h e  r e m a i n d c r  o f  t h e i r  ser- 

v i c e  o n  r o a d - g a n g s .  The l e a d o r s  o f  t h e  Ahray  p a r t y  were - 
p r o s e c u t e d  u n d e r  a c o u r t - m a r t i a l ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h e m  were 

4 0 .  The T i m e s ,  A p r i l  2 1 ,  1 9 0 9 ,  

4 1 .  Ismai l  Kemal ,  p .  344 .  



s u h s e q u o n t l y  e x o n e r a t e d .  Out  t h e  p a r t y  was  n e v e r  t o  b e  t h e  

s a m e  a g a i n  a s  i t s  o f f i c e s  w o r e  r a i d e d ,  a n d  p a p o r s  w o r e  c o n -  

f i s c n t o d  t h u s  C o r c i n g  t h o  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  d i s b a n d  i i s e l f ,  
4 2  

Mos t  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  t h a t  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  A h r a r  l i n e  were a l s o  

f o r c e d  t o  c l o s e  down. 

On A p r i l  2 7 ,  a N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y ,  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  

S e n a t e  a n d  t h e  Chambor  o f  D e p u t i e s ,  p r o c l a i m e d  i t s  d e c i s i o n  

t o  d e p o s e  A b d u l h a m i d  a n d  r e p l a c e  h i m  w i t h  h i s  y o u n g e r  b r o t h e r ,  

R e s h a d  E f e n d i ,  a s  Muhammed V. A f e t v a  w a s  o b t a i n e d  t o  t h i s  

e f f e c t  f r o m  t h e  S h e i k - u l - I s l a m  t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  l e g i t i m a c y  f o r  

t h e  s u c c e s s i o n  u n d e r  I s l a m i c  law. A p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e p u t a t i o n  o f  

f o u r ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d  G e n e r a l  E s s a d  P a s h a  a n d  a  p r o m i n e n t  S a l o n i -  

c a n  J e w ,  C a r : . s s o  E f e n d i ,  w e r e  c h a r g e d  w i t h  c o n v e y i n g  t h e  n e w s  

t o  A b d u l h a m i d .  The S u l t a n  a c c e p t e d  h i s  f a t e  r e s i l i e n t l y  w i t h  a  

s i n g l e  r e q u e s t  t h a t  t h e  l i v e s  o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n  a n d  h i m s e l f  be 
* 

s p a r e d .  He was  d e p o r t e d  t o  S a l o n i c a  w i t h  a  s m a l l  e n t o u r a g e  

42. S w e n s o n ,  p .  1 7 .  

N c C u l l o u q h  h a s  v i v i d l y  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  l a s t  s c e n e  
b e t w e e n  t h e  S u l t a n  a n d  t h e  p a r l i z ~ m e n t a r y  d e p u t a t i o n ,  
I t  was r e c o u n t e d  t o  h i m  p e r s o n a l l y  by E s s a d  P a s h a ,  
To q u o t e  h i m :  

"The  d e p u t a t i o n  a d v a n c e d  i n t o  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  
room. The S u l t a n ' s  s o c r a t n r i e s ,  G a l i b  Bey,  
D j e v a d  Rey,  a n d  a n u m b e r  o f  o u n u c h s  a n d  v a l e t s  
r e m a i n e d  n e a r  t h e  d o o r .  L o o k i n a  h a g ~ a r d  a n d  
w o r n ,  Abd-u?-Hamiri r o s e  a n d ,  a d v a n c i n q  f r o m  
b e h i n d  t h o  s c r c e n ,  s a i d  'Why h 2 v e  y o u  come? '  

c o n t i n u e d . . .  .. 



Whereupon  G e n e r a l  E s s a d  P a s h a  g a v e  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
s a l u t e .  t o o k  t w o  s t e p s  f o r w a r d  a n d  r e o l i n d t  
E s s a d  P a s h a :  I n  c o n f a r m i t y  w i t h  t h e  f e t G a  
t h a t  h a s  b e e n  p r o n o u n c e d ,  t h u  n a t i o n  h a s  
d e p o s e d  y o u .  T h e  ~ a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y  c h a r g e s  
i t s e l f  w i t h  y o u r  p e r s o n a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d  t h a t  
of  y o u r  f a m i l y .  You h a v e  n o t h i n g  t o  f e a r  f r o m  
a n y b o d y .  Be r e a s s u r e d l  

Abd-u l -Hamidr  I am n o t  g u i l t y - - - - -  I t  i s  my 
d e s t i n y   i is met )----- is my l i f e ,  a t  l e a s t ,  i n  
s a f e t y ?  ( c a r a s s o  E f e n d i  s a y s  t h a t  Abd-u l -  
Hamfd h a d  t e a r s  i n  h i s  e y e s  a s  h e  a s k e d  t h i s  
q u e s t i o n ) .  

Fssad P a s h a r  The O t t o m a n s  a r e  n o b l e  a n d  m i q n a n i -  
h u s ;  They n e v e r  c o m m i t  i n j u s t i c e .  

Abd-u l -Hamid t  S w e a r  t o  me o n  w h a t  you  s a y ,  
f o r  y o u r  d e ~ l a r a t ~ i o n s  may s o o n  b e  m o d i f i e d .  
S w e a r  t o  me, t h e n ,  i n  p e r s o n  t h a t  you  s h a l l  
n o t  g o  b a c k  o n  w h a t  you  s a y .  

E s s a d  P a s h a r  I r e p e a t  t o  you t h a t  t h e  O t t o m a n s  
a r e  n o b l e  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  d o  n o t  c o m m i t  i n j u s t i c e .  
Your  l i f e  is i n  e v e r y  way g u a r a n t e e d  by  t h e  
N a t i o n a l  A s s e m b l y .  Do n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  be un-  
easy . - - - - -  

Abd-u l -Hamid t  I g a i n e d  t h e  T u r k o - G r e e k  w a r ,  
a n d  h i s t o r y  w i l l  b e a r  w i t n o s s  t o  t h o  f a c t  t h a t  
I h a v e  d o n e  mi.:ch f o r  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  
I am by n o  m e a n s  g u i l t y .  

E s s a d  P a s h a  r I t  is  i m p o s s i b l e ,  u n d e r  t h e  c o n s t i -  
t u t i o n a l  r e g i m e ,  t o  p u n i s h  a n y o n e  u n l e s s  h e  i s  
g u i l t y .  C o n d e m n a t i o n  c a n  o n l y  b e  p r o n o u n c e d  
a f t e r  a c a r o f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n . "  

S e e  M c C u l l o u g h ,  pp .  2 6 9 - 7 0 ,  



a n d  p l a c e d  u n d e r  h o u s s  a r r e s t  a t  t h o  V i l l a  ~ l l u t i n i . ~ ~  He 

w a s  r e t u r n e d ,  d u r i n g  t h o  B a l k a n  war  o f  1 9 1 2  t o  o n e  o f  h i s  

P a l a c e s  o n  t h e  B o s p h o r u s ,  w h e r e  h e  d i o d  i n  1 9 1 7 .  

T h i s  c h a p t e r  w o u l d  n o t  be c o m p l e t e  w i t h o u t  l o o k i n g  i n t o  

t h e  i n n e r  m e a n i n g  o f  t h e  r o a c t i o n  o f  A p r i l  13 ,  1 9 0 9 .  I n  o r d e r  

t o  o b t a i n  a m e a s u r e  o f  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h i s  c o m p l i c a t e d  p r o b l e m ,  

a t  l e a s t ,  t h r e c  m a i n  q u e s t i o n s  h a v e  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d :  

1.1 Was t h e  C o n s t a n  t i n o p l e  u p r i s i n g  a  p u r e l y  r e l i g i o u s  

movement  d i r e c t e d  a t  t h e  C . U , P . ?  

2 . )  Was i t  a m i l i t a r y  m u t i n y  o r g a n i z e d  by A b d u l h a m i d  

a s  a l l e g e d  by t h e  C.U.P.?  

3 . 1  Or was i t  d e l i b e r a t e l y  p r o v o k e d  by t h e  C o m m i t t e e  

i t s e l f  t o  g i v e  t h e  excuse r e q u i r e d  f o r  c r u s h i n g  t h e  

S u l t a n ?  

The  f i r s t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  p r o b a b l y  t o o  s i m p l i s t i c ,  

The e x p o n e n t s  o f  t h i s  t h e o r y  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  m u t i n y  a s  a s t r u g g l a  

b e t w e e n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  w e s t e r n i z e d  s e g m e n t s  o f  T u r k i s h  

s o c i e t y .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e m ,  t h e  J u l y  r o v o l u t i o n  was  a movement  

o r g a n i z e d  by t h e  Europeanized e l e m e n t s ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  u p r i s i n g  o f  

A p r i l  13 was  p r o m o t e d  by  a  f a n a t i c a l  s o l d i e r y ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  

i t s  o f f i c e r  c o r p s ,  t r a d i t i o n  b o u n d  Mus l im  d i v i n e s  a n d  t h e o l o g i c a l  

43 , A b b o t ,  G, F , ,  T u r k e y  i n  T r a n s i t i o n ,  L o n d o n ,  1909, 
p.  2 6 6 .  



s t u d e n t s ,  R u t  a s  Thc Timns o b s e r v e d  o n  A p r i l  15: 

"As f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  o f  yesterday's o u t b r o a k  
como t o  h a n d  i t  grows a v i d o n t  t h a t  i t  w o u l d  
b e  u n f a i r  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h o  movement  a g a i n s t  
t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a s  p u r e l y  r e a c t i o n a r y ,  t h o u q h  
i t  w a s  u n d o u b t e d l y  a i d e d  b y  r e a c t i o n a r y  e l e m o n t s  
b o t h  among t h e  H o d j a s  a n d  t h e  s o l d i e r s .  Many 
o f  t h e  f o r m e r  who t o o k  p a r t  i n  i t  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  
a s  man o f  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e n l i g h t e n m e n t  who o n l y  
j o i n e d  i n  t h e  z t t a c k  o n  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  r e g i m e ,  
when t h e y  w e r e  c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  i t  was e x p o s i n g  
t h e  s t a t e  t o  a  v a r i e t y  o f  d a n g e r s - - - - - ,  ,144 

M o r e o v e r ,  a n u m b e r  o f  t h e  1 e a d e r s o f t j e A h r n r  p a r t y  were -- 
a s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  w e s t e r n  i d e a s  a s  a n y  o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  Young 

T u r k s .  H e n c e ,  i t  w o u l d  b e  f a l l a c i o u s  t o  see  t h e  d i s p u t e  

s o l e l y  a s  a  s t r u g g l o  b e t w e e n  Mus l im  t r a d i t i o n  a n d  w e s t e r n  

v a l u e s .  

As t o  t h e  s e c o n d  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  much has b e e n  made  o f  

A b d u l h a m i d ' s  a t t e m p t s  t o  b r i b e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

t o  g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  C.U.P. Yet n o  s h r e d  o f  e v i d e n c e  has  

a p p e a r e d  s o  f a r  t o  i n c r i m i n a t e  him. Many wr i t e r s  h a v e  

p r o n o u n c e d  h i m  g u i l t y  w i t h o u t  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  documer~t , : : t ion  

t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  a s s e r t i o n s  a n d  a  n u m b e r  o f  e x a m p l e s  may 

b e  c i t e d .  I n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 0 9 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  T e w f i k  F i k r e t  

Bey ,  a  w e l l  known p o e t  a n d  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  G a l a t a  S a r a y  ~ ~ c 6 e ,  

A b d u l h a m i d  w i t h d r e w  t w o  m i l l i o n  T u r k i s h  p o u n d s  a n d  d e p o s i t e d  

i t  i n  f o r e i g n  b a n k s .  H i s  a l l e g e d  i n t e n t i o n  was t o  u s e  t h e  

4 4  Thn Ticncs, A p r i l  15, 1 9 0 9 .  



* 
rnonoy i n  o r d e r  t o  s t i r  u p  t r o u b l e  a o a i n s t  t h e  C.U.P.  On 

A p r i l  9 ,  i n  t h n  w a k e  o f  F c h m i ' s  m u r d e r ,  T h e  T i m e s  c o r r e s p d n -  

d e n t  i n  V i e n n a  g a v e  a c u r i o u s  w a r n i n q  t o  i t s  r e a d e r s :  

* F i k r e t ,  a t  t h i s  t ime w a s  n p r o m i n e n t  C . U . P .  m e m b e r  
a n d  h i s  h a t r e d  o f  H a m i d i a n  d e s p o t i s m  was wel l  
k n o w n ,  I n  1 8 9 8 ,  h e  h a d  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  d e c a y  o f  
C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  u n d e r  t h e  t y r a n n y  o f  A b d u l h a m i d  
i n  t h o  f o l l o u i n g  m a n n o r r  

" O n c e  m o r p  a s t u b b o r n  mist h a s  s w a t h e d  
y o u r  h o r i z o n s - - -  
A d u s t y ,  f e a r s o r n o  d a r k n e s s ,  w h i c h  t h e  e y e  
T a k e s  c a r e  n o t  t o  p i e r c e ,  f o r  i t  i s  a f r a i d  
B u t  f o r  y o u  t h i s  d e e p ,  d a r k  v e i l  is  r i g h t  
a n d  f i t t i n a ,  
T h i s  v e i l i n g  b e c o m e s  y o u  w e l l ,  0 s c e n e  o f  
e v i l  d e e d s - - - - -  
Yes, v e i l  y o u r s c l f ,  O t r s o e d y ,  v e i l  y o u r s e l f  
0 c i t y ;  
U o i l  y o u r s e l f  a n d  s l e e p  f o r e v e r ,  w h o r e  o f  
t h e  w o r l d l "  

I n  J u l y  1 9 0 8 ,  u n d e r  t h e  f l u s h  o f  v i c t o r y  h e  was 
m o r e  o p t i m i s t i c :  

"Now we a r e  f a r  f r o m  t h a t  a c c u r s e d  n i g h t ,  
T h e  n i q h t  o f  c a l a m i t y  h a s  j o i n o d  t h e  n i g h t  
o f  o b l i v i o n ,  
O u r  e y e s  h a v e  o p e n e d  t o  a r a d i a n t  m o r n i n g ,  
B e t w e e n  y o u ,  O w o r l d  o f  r e n e w a l ,  a n d  t h a t  
i l l - o m e n e d  n i g h t ,  
T h e r e  is n o  k i n s h i p ;  You a r c  n o b l e  a n d  g r e a t .  
T h e r e  i s  n o  mist o r  s h a d e  a b o u t  y o u r  f a c e ,  o n l y  
s p 1 e n d o c . r  a n d  m a j e s t y ,  
A b u r s t i n g  b r i g h t n e s s  like t h e  d a w n i n g  s u n . "  

T h e  * c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n '  was a b l o w  t o  a l l  h i s  h o p e s  
a n d  h i s  a c c u s a t i o n  o f  A b d u l h a m i d  o f  b r i b e r y ,  w i t h o u t  
p r o d u c i n g  e v i d e n c e ,  o c c u r r e d  o n l y  a f t e r  t h e  e v e n t ,  
I n  v ieur  o f  h i s  c l o s e  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  C . U . P . ,  i t  
s t r i k e s  t h e  w r i t o r  a s  a r a t h e r  s u s p i c i o u s  s t o r y ,  

S e e  L e w i s r  - E r n e r ? o n c o ,  p . 2 0 6 ,  



"How d e s i r a b l e  i t  is t o  j u d q o  w i t h  r e s e r v e  
i n c i d e n t s  l i k o  t h o  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  Hassan 
Fehmi  E f e n d i  may bo  g a t h e r e d  f r o m  t h ~  c i r -  
c u m s t a n c e  t h a t  a t  C o n s t a n t i n o p l e  many com- 
p e t e n t  observers h a v e  b e e n  f o r  some t ime 
i n c l i n e d  t o  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  v i ~ l e n t  c a m p a i g n  
c a r r i e d  o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  u n i o n  
a n d  p r o g r e s s  by t h e  S e r b n s t i  a n d  a non-  
v e r n a c u l a r  j o u r n a l  t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  
f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t e s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d i s c r e d i t -  
i n g  t h e  new r e g i r n e O u 4 5  

The c o r r e s p o n d e n t  f a i l e d  t o  r e p o r t  f r o m  whom o r  how h e  o b t a i n e d  

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  i m p s n d i n q  d i s a s t e r ,  n o r  d i d  h e  

s p e c i f y  w h i c h  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  wsre b a c k i n g  S e r b a s t i  

and t h a  non-vernacular j o u r n a l ,  I t  was a l s o  a l l e g e d  t h e t  A l i  

Kernal, t h e  e d i t o r  o f  Ikclarn, who f l e d  T u r k e y  f o r  P a r i s  o n  A p r i l  

15,  r e c e i v e d  t e n  t h o u s a n d  T u r k i s h  p o u n d s  f r o m  t h e  S u l t a n  b e f o r e  

h i s  f i n a l  f l i g h t .  46  A p a r t  f r o m  r u m o u r s ,  t , h e r ~  is  n o  p r o o f  t o  

i n d i c t  t h e  S u l t a n  o n  t h i s  i n s t z n c o  e i t h e r ,  Edwin  P e a r s ,  i n  

h i s  b i o g r a p h y  o f  A b d u l h z m i d ,  h a s  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e  

m u t i n y  t h o  S u l t ~ n  d e s p a t c h e d  Yusuf  P a s h a ,  a n  A l b a n i a n ,  t o  r a i s e  

a  p a r t y  i n  h i s  f a v o u r  i n  t h a t  c o u n t r y ,  47 A p p a r o n t l y  h e  was 

a p p r e h e n d e d  a n d  a r r e s t e d  b y  S h e f k e t  P a s h a ' s  men. The l a t t e r  

were s u p p o s e d  t o  h a v e  f o u n d  l a r g e  s u m s  o f  g o l d  h i d d e n  away 

- 
4 5 ,  I b i d ,  A p r i l  9 ,  1 9 0 9 .  

47. P e a r s ,  S i r  Edwin.  Tho L i r e  o f  Abdu lha rn id ,  L o n d o n ,  
1 9 1 7 ,  p p ,  3 1 7 ,  318. 



i n  p a c k e t s  i n  h i s  l u g g a g s ,  S h e f k e t  a l s o  o n  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  

o c c a s i o n s  t o l d  ~ c C u l l o u g h  t h a t  h e  had d o c u m e n t a r y  c v i o a n c o  

t o  p r o v e  t h o  S u l t n n ' s  g u i l t  i n  t h e  m u t i n y . 4 8  D e s p i t e  

P l c C u l l o u q h ' s  f a i t h  i n  t h o  m a r s h a l ' s  h o n e s t y ,  n o  s u c h  d o c u m e n t  

h z s  e v e r  s o o n  t h e  l i ~ h t  o f  d a y .  S h e f k e t  P a s h a ' s  e x c u s e  was 

t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  w o u l d  r u i n  

h a l f  t h e  p u b l i c  man i n  T u r k e y  a s  wel l  a s  a  n u m b e r  o f  p r o m i n e n t  

d i p l o m a t s ,  

A g a i n s t  t h e  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  t h e o r y ,  we 

h a v e  t h e  p o s i t i v e  a s s e r t i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  l i k e  K i a m i l  P a s h a  a n d  

I s m a i l  Kemal  Bey t h a t  t h e  S u l t a n  w a s  n o t  a  p a r t y  t o  t h e  m u t i n y ,  

S a i d  K i a m i l :  

"He w a s  a b r o k e n  man, b r o k e n  i n  h e a l t h  
a n d  i n  s p i r i t s .  I h a d  c o n t i n u a l  i n t i m a t e  
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  h i m  f o r  many m o n t h s ,  a n d  I 
knew t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  e n g i n e e r e d  t h i s  
M u t i n y ,  a s  h e  w a s  i n  e x t r e m e  f e a r  f o r  h i s  
l i f e  a n d  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  v e r y  w e l l  s a t i s -  
f i e d  if a l l o w e d  t o  r e m a i n  on  t h e  t h r o n e ,  n o  
mat te r  how much h i s  powor  w a s  c i r c u m s c r i b e d .  
The M u t i n y  c a s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  f e r m e n t  i n  t h e  
a r m y ,  p r o v o k e d  p a r t l y  by t h e  m i s t a k e s  o f  t h e  
c o m m i t t e e  a n d  p a r t l y  b y  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  
p r o p a g a n d a  o f  t h e  Mohammedan A s s o c i a t i o n ;  
t h e  d i s l i k e  w h i c h  t h e  s o l d i e r s  e n t e r t a i n e d  
f o r  t h e  Young T u r k  o f f i c e r s ;  t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  
o v e r w o r k e d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  r a n k  a n d  f i l o r  t h e  
i n t r i g u e s  o f  t h e  d i s c h a r g e d  ' r a n k o r '  o f f i c ~ r s t  
pe rhap : ,  t h e  memory o f  t h e  o l d  J a n i s s a r y  r e v o l t s  
w h i c h  men y e t  l i v i n g  h a v e  s o e n ,  a n d  a h u n d r e d  
o t h e r  c a u s e s .  I f  money w a s  f o u n d  o n  t h o  s o l -  
d i f : r s ,  i t  luas g i v e n  thorn by  t h e  Mohammedan 
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  n o t  by t h e  P a d i s h a h ;  b u t  l i t t l e  



monny w a s  f o u n d ,  i f  a n y .  The S u l t a n  was m o r e  
f r i g h t e n a d  t h a n  a n y b o d y  e l s e  when t h e  r e v o l t  
b r o k e  o u t ,  ~ n d ,  when H i l m i  P a s h a  h a n d u d  i n  I 
h i s  r o s i g n a t i o r : ,  w h a t  c o u l d  t h e  S o v e r e i g n  d o  
b u t  a p p o i n t  a  new c a b i n e t  a n d  t a k e  t h a t  c a b i n e t ' s  
a d v i c e  o n  t h e  q u o s t i o n  o f  a m n e s t y ? " 4 9  

The a b o ~  e i n d e e d  i s  a p e r s u a s i v e  a r g u m e n t .  Ismail 

Kemal c o r r o b o r a t e d  t h i s  v i e w ,  a f t e r  h i s  f i r s t  a u d i e n c e ,  

o n  A p r i l  15,  w i t h  t h e  S u l t a n ;  

"My c o n v i c t i o n  g a i n e d  f r o m  t h i s  a u d i e n c e  was 
t h a t  t h e  S u l t a n  was i n  n o  way r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  h a d  j u s t  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  a n d  
t h a t  h e  was  q u i t e  s i n c s r e  i n  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n s  
h e  h a d  made ,  n o t  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  o a t h s ,  b u t  
b e c a u s e  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h e  a c t u a l l y  f o u n d  a  
c o r t a i n  r e p o s e  a n d  s a c u r i t y  f r o m  h i s  f o r m e r  
c o n t i n u a l  f e a r s  i n  t h e  new r e g i m e ,  w h i c h  g a v e  
s a t i s f a c t i o n  a l l  a r o u n d .  

In  t h t  m i d s t  o f  s o  much c o n t r o v e r s y ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  b e l i e v e  

i n  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  t h e o r y .  

The t h i r d  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  m u t i n y  was c o n s c i o u s l y  

p r o v o k k d  by t h o  c o m m i t t e e  t o  c r u s h  A b d u l h a m i d  is  a l s o  a l m o s t  

c e r t a i n l y  f a l s e .  On A p r i l  13, t h e  C o m m i t t e e  d i d  n o t  d e s i r e  

a n  i n s u r r e c t i o n  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  a n y  m o r e  t h a n  a n y o n e  e l s e .  B u t  

o n c e  t h e  r e v o l t  h a d  t a k e n  p l a c e ,  t h e y  made f u l l  u s e  o f  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n ,  They  c o u l d  n o t  a l l o w  t h e m s o l v e s  t o  a d m i t  t h e i r  

f a i l u r e s  a n d ,  a s  t h e y  h a d  t h e  power t o  d e t h r o n e  t h e  S u l t a n ,  

50. Ismail Kemal,  p.  342 .  



t h e y  c o n v a n i c n t l y  s h i f t e d  t h e  b u r d m  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o n  t o  

h im.  51 I t  was a l s o  n e c o s s a r y  t o  a d v a n c e  t h e  c o n s p i r a c y  t h e o r y  

i n  o r d e r  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  m a r c h  o f  t h e  a r m y  a n d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  

p r e s t i g e  a n d  r e p u t a t i o n  o f  t h e  C.U.P. 52 The C.U.P. d i s p o s s d  

t h e  S u l t a n  a s  a s c a p e g o a t  f o r  i t s  own p o l i t i c a l  s h o r t c o r n i n a s  

a n d  a s  a p r o o f  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  c o n s p i r a c y ,  

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  o n e  is f o r c e d  t o  a g r e e  w i t h  Swenson t h a t  " t h o  

I s t a n b u l  m u t i n y  was l e s s  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a c l e v e r  i n t r i g u e  

By t h e  s u l t a n 7  - t h a n  i t  was t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  human m i s -  

j u d g m o n t ,  i n c o m p o t e n c e  a n d  t i m i d i t y .  "53 As t o  A b d u l h a m i d ' s  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  P h i l i p  G r a v e s  h a s  summed i t  u p  s u c c i n c t l y ;  

"Ko may h a v e  b e e n  g u i l t l e s s  o f  c o m p l i c i t y  i n  
t h e  m u t i n y ,  b u t  h i s t o r y  r e c o r d s  o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  
o f  t h e  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  i t s  v i l l a i n s  f o r  crimes 
t h a t  t h e y  hat'  noi ,  c o m m i t t e d .  The m o r a l  a n d  
m a t e r i a l  damage  t h a t  h e  h a d  inflicted o n  h i s  
p e o p l e ,  a n d  t o  some  e x t e n t  o n  t h e  Mus l im  
w o r l d ,  e n d u r e d  a f t e r  h i s  d e t h r o n e m e n t . " 5 4  

I n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  m u t i n y  o f  A p r i l  13 c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  

s u c c e e d e d ,  e s p G c i a l l y  t h e  way i t  w a s  c o n d u c t e d .  I t  l a c k e d  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  a n d  h a d  n o  i n t e l l i g e n t  o f f i c e r s  t o  g u i d e  t h e  

t r o o p s  i n  b a t t l e .  A f t e r  t h o  ' A c t i o n .  A r m y ' s t a r t e d  t h e i r  m a r c h  

51. S w e n s o n ,  p.  18. 

5 2 .  I b i d . ,  p .  2 .  

53. I b i d . ,  p .  1. 

5 4  G r a v e s ,  p .  1 3 2 .  



\ .  

t o w a r d s  t h o  c a p i t a l ,  depression and d o f e a t i s m  became rampa n>t 

among t h o  r o b c l s .  On t h o  o t h c r  hand, S h e f k e t  Pasha w ~ s  a h l e  

t o  c a r r y  h i s  t r o o p s  w i t h  h i m  r e m a r k a b l e  w e l l 4  c o n s e q u e n t l y  



EPILOGUE 

I 

The s t r i k i n g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  

d e s p o t i s m  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  was t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  a t t i t u d e s  b e t w e e n  

t h e  P a r i s - G e n o v a  g r o u p  o f  Young T u r k s  a n d  t h e  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  

T h i r d  Army, The  f o r m e r  Were p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a n d  l i b e r a l  i n  t h e i r  

i n c l i n a t i o n s  a n d ,  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  were n o n - v i o l e n t ,  d e s p i t e  

t h e  r e a d i n e s s  of s o m e  t o  u s e  v i o l e n c e  a s  a l a s t  r e s o r t  t o  g e t  

r i d  o f  Abdu lha rn id .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  Army p e o p l e  who c a r r i e d  

o u t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  were l e s s  e d u c a t e 4  a n d  l e s s  g i v e n  t o  t h e  

l u x u r y  o f  disagreement. They were a l s o  r e a d i e r  t o  a c t ,  w h e r e a s  

t h e  e x i l e s  i n  E u r o p e  d i d  n o t  p o s s o s s  a t i m e t a b l e  f o r  a c t i o n .  

T h e s e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  b s t w o e n  t h o  t w o  g r o u p s  w e r e  t o  o p e n  w i d e r  

d u r i n g  1 9 0 8 - 1 9 1 4  a n d ,  a s  a r e s u l t ,  i t  u o u l d  b e  c o r r e c t  t o  s a y  

t h a t  t h e  l i b e r a l  c i v i l i a n s  h e l p e d  t o  make  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 0 8 ,  

b u t  i t  w a s  t h o  d i c t a t o r s h i p  o f  t h e  C.U.P. w h i c h  made  t h e  war. 

I t  is  a l s o  u n c l e a r  a s  t o  w h a t  e x a c t l y  t h e  Young T u r k s  

w a n t e d  a f t e r  t h e  d e p o s i t i o n  o f  A b d u l h a m i d .  The  c i v i l i a n s  n e v e r  

q u e s t i o n a d  t h e i r  o u n  c o n f i d e n t  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  a l l  oppressed 

C h r i s t i a n s  were t h i r s t i n g  t o  b e  g o o d  O t t o m a n s .  I t  was t h s i r  

c o n s i d e r e d  o p i n i o n  t h a t  a l l  t h o y  h a d  t o  d o  was t o  c h a n g e  t h e  

i n s u f f ' e r a b l o  S u l t a n  a n d  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  E m p i r e  w o u l d  

e v e n t u a l l y  s o r t  t h e m s e l v e s  o u t ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  a r a p p r o a c h m e n t  

b e t w e e n  C h r i s t i a n s  a n d  f l u s l i m s .  I t  i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  t h a t  a 

S t ~ a t f o r d  C a n n i n g  c o u l d  t h i n k  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r ,  i n  t h e  p r e - C a v o u r ,  



p r e -  B i s m a r c k  i a n  a g e ,  b u t  t h o r e  was n o  e x c u s e  f o r  e x p e c t i n g  

s u c h  a  communion  o f  p e o p l e s  by 1 3 0 0 .  Tho e l a c t o r a l  b i c k c r i n p s  

of  1 9 0 8  a n d  t h e  Bcrlkan p o l i t i c s  o f  t h e  e n s u i n a  f o u r  y e a r s  

p r o v e d  t h i s  p o i n t  b e y o n d  d i s p u t e .  

The Young T u r k s  who made t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  w e r e  n o n - l i b e r a l s ,  

who made a r e v o l u t i o n  t o  s a v e  t h e  E m p i r e ,  They s a v e d  i t  f o r  s i x  

y e a r s ,  b u t ,  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  t h e y  a l s o  l o s t  M a c e d o n i a .  So  t h e y  

were n o t  v e r y  r e a l i s t i c  e i t h e r ,  i f  t h e y  t h o u g h t  a n  E m p i r e  c o u l d  

be s u s t a i n e d  i n  a w o r l d  w h e r e  e v e n  a S e r b o - E u l g a r - G r e e k  c o a l i t i o n  

c o u l d  d e f e a t  t h e m ,  a s  was  shown d u r i n g  t h e  F i r s t  Balkan Nar o f  

1 9 1 2 - 1 3 ,  

One c a n  s ee  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h o s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  t h e  

c r i t i c a l  J u l y  1 9 0 8 - A p r i l  1 9 0 9  p e r i o d ,  The r e v o l u t i o n  b r o k e  

o u t  i n  J u l y  1 9 0 8  a n d  f o r  a b o u t  two  m o n t h s  t h e r e  w a s  an a u r a  o f  

h i g h  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  among t h e  C h r i s t i a n s .  B u t  i n  t h e  

f a c e  o f  Mus l im  h o s t i l i t y  i n  A n a t o l i a ,  t h e  A r a b  l a n d s  a n d  t h e  

c z p i t a l ,  i t  was s o o n  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  mea , t  d i f f e r e n t  

t h i n a s  t o  d i f f e r e n t  p e o p l e .  The u n s t a b l e  c o a l i t i o n  o f  t h e  C.U.P.  

a n d  Kiamil ' s  c a b i n e t ,  made  a n y  r e a l i s t i c  a c t i o n  i m p o s s i b l e .  

The C.U.P. c o n t i n u a l l y  u n d e r m i n e d  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  c i v i l i a n  

c a b i n e t  a n d  i t  w a s  o n l y  t h e  e x c e s s i v e  f e a r  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  w h i c h  

f o r c e d  t h e  two  c o n t e n d i n g  f a c t i o n s  t o  c o o p e r a t e .  T h i s  i n  i t ss l f  

c r e a t c d  a  d o l i c a t e  b a l a n c e  a n d  was d e s t i n e d  t o  l a s t  o n l y  a s  l o n g  

a s  A b d u l h s m i d  w a s  o n  t h o  t h r o n e .  A l s o ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  B a l k a n  

p o w s r s ,  A u s t r i i t  a n d  R u s s i a  w c r a  u n w i l l i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  new 



r e g i t n o  w i t h  t h o  n e e d e d  time f o r  r e f o r m s  made t h e  t e 3 k  o f  t h e  

Young Turks m o r e  d i f f i c u l t .  B u l g a r i a ' s  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  

i n d o p o n d o n c e  a n d  A u s t r i a ' s  s a i z u r o  o f  B o s n i a - H e r z e g o v i n a ,  i n  

b l a t a n t  v i o l a t i o n  o f  i n t n r n a t i o n a l  law, were s i m p l y  t h e  p r e l u d e  

t o  t h e  e v e n t s  o f  1 9 1 2 - 1 3  a n d  t h e  f i n a l  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  

O t t o m a n  E m p i r e  i n  1 9 1 8 ,  

I t  i s  a l s o  u n f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e  Young T u r k s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

t h e  o n e s  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p e r s u a s i o n ,  d i d  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  n e e d  

f o r  c h a n g i n g  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s  a s  p a r t  o f  m o d e r n i z a -  

t i o n ,  They  were u n a b l e  t o  m o d i f y  t h e i r  Islamic c u l t u r a l  h e r i -  

t a g e .  Even  i f  t h e y  h a d ,  i t  p r o b a b l y  w a s  t o o  l a t e  t o  s a v e  t h e  

E m p i r e ,  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  i d e a  o f  " O t t o m a n i s m "  was a d o p t e d  a t  

l e a s t  a c e n t u r y  t o o  l a t e  t o  h a v o  h a d  a n y  h o p e  o f  s u c c e s s .  The  

Young T u r k  d r o a m  o f  c r e a t i n g  a  common O t t o m a n  c i t i z e n s h i p  f o r  

all t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h o  E m p i r e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  

S t a t o s  o f  W e s t e r n  E u r o p e  was h i g h l y  u n r e a l i s t i c .  They  f a i l e d  

t o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  t h e  different h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  

s i m p l e r  e t h n i c  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e  B r i t a i n ,  F r a n c e  a n d  

Germany a n d  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e .  I t  i s  f e a s i b l e  t h a t  a t r u e  O t t o -  

man allegiance c o u l d  h a v e  b e o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  E m p i r e  by  t h e  

t w o n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  T u r k s  h a d  n o t  a d m i n i s t e r e d  

t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i e s  u n d e r  t h e  m i l l e t  s y s t e m  a n d  i f  t h e y  h a d  s u c -  

c e e d a d  i n  c o n v s r t i r , g  t h e  p o p u l a c e  t o  Islam. S i n c e  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  

h a p p e n e d ,  t h e  e n d  r e s u l t  was t h a t  t h e  E m p i r o  r e m a i n e d  f r o m  

b e g i n n i n g  t o  e n d  a c o n g l o m e r a t i o n  o f  s r l f - g o v e r n i n g  c o m m u n i t i s s .  



By 1 9 0 8 ,  i t  w a s  a l r e a d y  t o o  l a t e  t o  m e r g e  t h e m  i n t o  a  s i n g l e  

c o h e s i v t 3  u n i t ,  A l s o  t h e  r i s e  o f  n a t i o n a l i s m  h a d  s t i r r e d  t h e  

s e n t i m e n t s  o f  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  t h e y  d e s i r e d  n o t h i n g  l e s s  

t h a n  t o t a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  

In  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  " O t t o m a n i s m "  i t s e l f  w a s  a b a n d o n e d  

a f t e r  t h e  B a l k a n  w a r s .  T h i s  p o l i c y  h a d  i t s  o r i g i n s ,  a s  e a r l y  

a s  S e p t e m b e r  1 9 0 8 ,  when t h o  Younq T u r k s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  make  

T u r k i s h  c o m p u l s o r y  i n  a l l  m i x e d  a n d  h i g h e r  s c h o o l s ,  I n d e e d  

a f t e r  t h ~  l o s s  o f  M a c e d o n i a  d u r i n g  1 9 1 2 - 1 3 ,  i t  n o  l o n g e r  was  

n e c e s s a r y  t o  a c c o m m o d a t e  t h o  G r e e k s  a n d  t h e  S l a v s .  The  

A l b a n i a n s  a l s o  h a d  d e p a r t e d  f r o m  t h e  Ot toman  f e d e r a t i o n  i n  

1 9 1 2 ,  p r o c l a i m i n g  t h e i r  t o t a l  i n d e p e n d e n c e .  I t  now l e f t  o n l y  

t h e  A r m e n i a n  a n d  A r a b  minorities w i t h i n  t h e  E m p i r e  t o  c o n t e n d  

w i t h  and, a f t e r  t h o  B a l k a n  w a r s ,  i t  was  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  

c o u l d  b e  r e c o n c i l e d  t h r o u g h  P a n - I s l a m .  I t  was a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  

S u l t a n  a n d  t h o  d y n a s t y  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o v i d e  t h e  f o c u s  

o f  l o y a l t y  f o r  T u r k s  a n d  A r a b s ,  P a n - I s l a m  w o u l d  s a t i s f y  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  A r a b s  a n d  Pan T u r a n i a n i s m ,  a n  e x t r e r n o  v e r s i o n  o f  

T u r k i s h  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  T u r k s ,  In  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  

b o t h  Pan-  I s l a m  a n d  P a n - T u r a n i a n i s m  p r o v e d  t o  b e  m e r e  d r e a m s .  

A h e a d  t h a t  l o o m e d  l a r g e  i n  T u r k e y  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 7 8 - 1 9 0 9  

p e r i o d  undoubtedly w a s  t h a t  o f  S u l t a n  A b d u l h c ~ m i d .  A f t e r  t h e  

J u l y  r e v o l u t i o n  o f  1 9 0 8 ,  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  p o w e r  v ~ a n o d  c o n s i d a r a b l y ,  

y e t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  w a s  s t i l l  h e l d  u n d ~ r  s c ~ s p i c i o n  by b o t h  t h o  

P o r t o  a n d  t h e  C o m l l l i t t e c  made h i m  i n t o  a f o r c e  t o  bo  r e c k d n e r J '  



w i t h ,  The  Young T u r k s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  v i e w  t h e  S u l t a n  a s  t h o  

c a u s e  o f  a l l  e v i l  i n  t h e  t m p i i - o  a n d  t h o  m u t i n y  o f  A p r i l  13,  

1909,  p r o v i d e d  t h e m  w i t h  a c o n v e n i e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  g e t  r i d  

o f  h i m  o n c e  a n d  f o r  a l l ,  T h i s  c e r t a i n l y  was b a s e d  o n  a 

s h a k y  a n a l y s i s  a n d  n o  o n e  p e r s o n  c o u l d  b e  h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  a l l  t h o  w o e s  o f  a d e c l i n i n g  e m p i r o ,  A l s o  r e c e n t  s c h o l a r -  

s h i p  b y  B e r n a r d  L e w i s  a n d  o t h e r s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  u n d e r  A b d u l -  

h a m i d  t h e  w h o l e  movemer- t  o f  t h e  T a n z i m a t  " o f  l e g a l ,  a d m i n i s t r a -  

t i v e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e f o r m s  - r e a c h e d  i t s  f r u i t i o n  a n d  c l i m a x . "  

One c o u l d  r e f u t e  t h i s  t h e s i s  by r ~ r g u i n g  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  time o f  

A b d u l h a m i d ' s  a c c e s s i o n  t o  t h e  t h r o n e  i n  1 8 7 6 ,  T u r k e y  was a l r e a d y  

a t  t h e  c r o s s r o a d s  o f  h i s t o r y  a n d ,  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  h i m ,  i t  w a s  

i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  t h e  E m p i r e  m a d e  s o m e  a d v a n c e s  i n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

e d u c a t i u n ,  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  u n l i k e  t h o  

Young T u r k s  w h ~  f o u n d  i n  t h e  S u l t a n  a n  a b s o l u t e  v i l l a i n ,  many  

E u r o p e a n s  c l o s e  t o  A b d u l h a m i d  h a d  a d i f f e r e n t  i m a g e  o f  h i m ,  

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  l o o k  u p o n  t h e  S u l t a n  a s  a p o t e n t  

a n d  u n f o r g i v i n g  a d v e r s a r y  g a v e  t h e s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  v i e w  h i m  m o r e  c l e m e n t l y .  To i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  

i n  p e r s p e c t i v e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  Young T u r k  o p p o n e n t s  o f  t h e  S u l t a n  

a n d  h i s  E u n o p e a n  s y m p a t h i z e r s ,  l e t  u s  t a k e  a l i s t  o f  q u a l i t i e s  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  A b d u l h a m i d  b y  P r o f e s s o r  V a m b e r y :  



" f l e n e v o l e n c e  a n d  w i c k e d n e s s ,  g e n o r o s i t y  a n d  
m e s n n e s s ,  c o w a r d i c e  a n d  v a l o u r ,  s h r e w d n e s s  
a n d  i g n o r a n c e ,  m o d c t r n i i o n  a n d  excess ,  a n d  
many o t h e r  qualities h a v e  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  f o u n d  
e x p r e s s i o n s  i n  h i s  a c t s  a n d  w o r d s e W l  

T a k i n g  u p  t h e  p o i n t  o f  shrewdness a n d  i g n o r a n c e ,  i t  i s  

p r e s u m e d  t h a t  A b d u l h a m i d  recognized t h e  n e e d  f o r  a n  e f f i c i e n t  

a r m y  a n d  c i v i l  s e r v i c e  a n d ,  d u r i n g  h i s  r e i g n ,  t h e  E m p i r e  wit- 

n e s s e d  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  m i l i t a r y  s c h o o l s ,  a c a d e m i e s  a n d  h u n d r e d s  

o f  s e c u l a r  s c h o o l s .  T h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

s c h o o l s  a n d  a c a d e m i e s ,  p r o v i d e d  a n  e d u c a t i o n  o f  r e a s o n a b l e  

s t a n d a r d s .  B u t  t h e  S u l t a n  d r e a d e d  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t o o  

p o w e r f u l  a n  a r m y  a n d  t o  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b . ? ? n ,  h e  c r e a t e d  a n  a r m y  

w i t h i n  a n  arc.), b y  e s t a b l i s h i n g  s p e c i a l  s e c t i o n s  f o r  h i s  

f a v o u r i t e s  a n d  s p i e s .  A s i m i l a r  m e t h o d  w a s  a d o p t e d  i n  t h e  

c i v i l  s e r v i c e  a l s o .  The  c u r r i c u l u m  was made e a s i e r  f o r  

s u c h  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  t h e y  were v e r y  o f t e n  p r o m o t e d  t o  t h e  

h i g h e s t  p o s i t i o n s .  S u c h  p o l i c i e s  o n l y  l e d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  

o f  e v e n  g r e a t e r  o p p o s i t i o n  t h a n  h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  t h r c s t e n a d  

h i m .  I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h i s ,  o n e  c o u l d  n o t  r e a l l y  s a y  

t h a t  t h e  S u l t a n  f u l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  h i s  d i f -  

f i c u l t i e s  o r  made  a n y  g e n u i n e  d i s p l a y  o f  f o r e s i g h t .  To t h e  

Young T u r k s ,  i t  w a s  o n l y  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  o f  h i s  d a n g e r o u s  

1. Vambery ,  A r m i n i u s .  P e r s o n a l  R e c o l l e c t i o n s  o f  Abdu l -  
Hamid I 1  a n d  H i s  C o u r t ,  N i n c t c o n t h  C o n t u r y ,  Volume 
66 ,  L o n d o n ,  1 9 0 9 . 2 ,  p.  69. 



s t u p i d i t y .  In  t h e i r  e y o s ,  i f  a n y t h i n g ,  t h o  S u l t a n  d i s p l a y e d  

a n  i n v e n t i v e  g e n i u s  f o r  d e l a y i n g  t h a  i n e v i t a b l e  a n d  t h e y  1 

a r g u e d  t h a t  t r u e  s t a t e s m a n s h i p  c o n s i s t e d  i n  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e  

i n e v i t a b l e ,  n o t  f i g h t i n g  i t .  B u t  t h e  Young T u r k s  t h e m s e l v e s  

w e r e  t o  f i n d  o u t  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  n a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  n o t  

a l w a y s  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  m a l a d i e s  i n  a d v a n c e .  I n  

t h e i r  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  t h e  n a t i o n a l i s t i c  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n ,  t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  s a d l y  f o u n d  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  a l s o  w e r e  b a t t l i n g  i n s u p b r -  

a b l e  o d L s  a n d  t h e i r  s t a t e c r a f t  p r o v e d  n o  b e t t e r  t h a n  Abdu l -  

h a m i d ' s ,  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  Uambery a n d  o t h e r s  i n c l i n e d  t o  

g i v e  t h ~  S u l t a n  some  c r e d i t  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s c h o o l s  

a n d  s im i l a r  a c h i e v e m e n t s  d u r i n g  h i s  r e i g n ,  U n l i k e  t h e  Young 

T u r k s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  w e r e  u n w i l l i n g  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  H a m i d i a n  

era a s  o n o  b i g  v o i d  i n  t h o  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e .  Yet  

t h e y  were n o t  u n a w a r e  o f  t h e  b a s i c  t h e m e  o f  t h e  S u l t a n ' s  

p o 1 i c j . o ~  : Once a g a i n ,  t o  q u o t e  A r m i n i u s  Vambery :  

"Tire m a i n - s p r i n g  o f  a l l  h i s  a c t i o n s  w a s  t h e  
f e a r  o f  l o s i n g  h i s  t h r o n c  a n d  l i f e ,  a n d  a l l  
h i s  e f f o r t s  t e n d e d  t o  w a r d  o f f  e v e n  t h e  m o s t  
d i s t a n t  d a n a e r  h e  h a d  s u s p e c t e d ,  I t  w a s  h i s  
p e r p e t u a l  t e r r o r  w h i c h  made a r u t h l e s s  
t y r a n t ,  s o m e t i m e s  e v e n  a g a i n s t  h i s  own w i l l ,  
a n d  i n  t h i s  f e e l i n q  o f  c o n s t a n t  a n x i e t y  h e  
h a d  t o  h a v e  r e c o u r s e  t o  t h e  v a s t  n u m b e r  o f  
s p i e s  a n d  a o e n t s  p r o v o c a t e u r s  i n  h i s  s e r v i c e m U 2  

2. I b i d . ,  p.  78. 



Yot  Vacibory was  o f  t h o  o p i n i o n  t h a t  S u l t a n  A b d u l h a m i d  was a 

r e m a r l : a b l e  man t I 

" A  p r i n c e  who c o u l d  h a v e  l e f t  a  q r e a t  name 
b e h i n d  h i m  i f  h e  h a d  a p r o p e r  e d u c a t i o n ,  
i f  h e  h a d  f o u n d  a n  i n f l u e n t i a l  m i n i s t e r  t o  
m i t i g a t e  h i s  p a s s i o n s  a n d  i f  t h e  t h r o n e  h e  
i n h e r i t e d  h a d  n o t  b e e n  b e s e t  w i t h  s o  many 
i n s u p e r a b l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  d a n g e r s  a n d  t r i a l s ,  1 ~ 3  

The  o b s e r v a t i o n s  z b o v e  a r e  i n  n o  way a n  a t t e m p t  t o  

j u s t i f y  H a m i d i a n  d e s p o t i s m .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  h u m i l i a t e d  a n d  

d e g r a d e d  1 a r . g ~  n u m b e r s  o f  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e .  B u t  

t h e  r e c o r d  o f  t e n  y e a r ' s  o f  Young T u r k  r u l e  f r o m  1908 t o  1 9 1 8  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  show much o f  t h e  w o r s t  F e a t u r e s  o f  H a m i d i a n  

d e s p o t i s m .  The b r u t , a l i z a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  l i r e  by v i o l e n c e ,  

r e p r e s s i o n  a n d  t e r r o r  d i d  n o t  s t o p  w i t h  t h e  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

~ b d u l h a i n i d . ~  The medd lc so rne  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  a r m y  i n  p o l i t i c s  

l e d  t o  t h e  t w i n  e v i l s  o f  a m i l i t a r i z e d  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  a p o l i t i -  

c a l  command. The h o p e s  r a i s e d  by t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  s w i f t l y  

d e g e n e r a t e d  " a n d  t h e  o r d e r l y  p r o q r c s s  o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  

g o v e r n m e n t  was e n d e d  i n  t h e  w r e t c h e d  c y c l e  o f  p l o t  a n d  c o u n t e r -  

p l o t ,  r e p r e s s i o n  a n d  s e d i t i o n ,  t y r a n n y ,  h u m i l i a t i o n  a n d  

d e f e a t .  ,* 5 

4 L o w i s ,  El. Ernr?rnoncn,  p a  2 2 2 .  

5. I b i d . ,  p. 2 2 3 .  



G L O S S A R Y  

Aga - o r i g i n a l l y  a m i l i t a r y  t i t l e  o f  modium r a n k  w h i c h  i n  
g e n e r a l  u s e  d e n o t e s  a n y  p e r s o n  o f  s t a n d i n g .  

A y a n s  - O r i g i n a l l y  t a x  f a r m e r s  i n  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e n  
b e c a m e  t h e  l a n d o d  g e n t r y  o f  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e .  
The  t a x  f a r m i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  d w i n d l o d  away  i n  
t h e  1 7 t h  c e n t u r y .  

B a s h i - B a z u k s  - L o c a l  i r r e g u l a r  f o r c e s  r a i s e d  a n d  e m p l o y e d  a t  
t h e  d i s c r e t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  a u t h o r i t i a s .  

Bey - F o r m e r l y  s o m e  m i n o r  n o b l e ,  i t  l a t e r  o n  m e a n t  a n y  p e r s o n  
i n  a u t h o r i t y .  

Dragomar: - T r a n s l a t o r  or. i n t e r p r e t e r ,  u s u : l l l y  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  
f o r e i g n  d i p l o m a t i c  m i s s i o n s  o r  t h e  S u b l i m e  P o r t e .  

E f e n d i  - Common c o u r t e o u s  f o r m  o f  a d d r e s s ,  d e r i v i n g  f r o m  term 
f o r  l i t e r a t e  o r  l e a r n e d  man. 

E v k a f  - Income f r o m  a p i o u s  f o u n d a t i o n ,  e . g . ,  a p r i v a t e l y  
e n d o w e d  mosque  o r - s c h o o l .  

F e t v a  - A j u d g e m e n t  o r  r u l i n g  o n  t h e  law g i v e n  by  a n  a p p o i n t e d  
a u t h o r i t y  o n  I s l a m i c  Law. 

F i r m a n  - C o u r t  p r o m u l g a t i o n  u s u a l l y  a d o c u m e n t  c o n f e r r i n g  
a u t h o r i t y  o r  f u l l  p o w e r s  u p o n  a n  i m p e r i a l  o f f i c i a l ,  
m o r e  r a r e l y ,  a d o c u m e n t  f o r  p u b l i c  p r o m u l g a t i o n  
c o n c e r n i n g  o f f i c i a l  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c y .  

H a m i d i e h  - M o u n t e d  m i l i t i a  t a k i n g  t h e i r  name f r o m  t h e  S u l t a n ,  
n o t  a s t a n d i n g  f o r c e  b u t  c o n s c r i p t e d  o n l y  f o r  
s p e c i a l  s i t u a t i o n s .  E x p e n s e s  p a i d  o u t  o f  i m p e r i a l  
t r e a s u r y .  

H o d j a  - A f u n c t i o n a i : y  a t t a c h e d  t o  a m o s q u e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t e a c h i n g  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  l i f e  i n  a l o c a l  
c o m m u n i t y .  U s u a l l y  r e s p c n s i b l s  a l s o  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  
e l e m e n t a r y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s o  r a t h e r  l i k e  a  v i l l a g e  
s c h o o l  t e a c h e r .  



I r n d e  - An i m p a r i a l  p r o n o u n c o n n n t  o n  s matter o f  g e n e r a l  
principle. 

J a n i s g a r y  - L i t e r n 1  t r a n s l a t i o n  " n o ~ v  s n l d i c r s . "  I n i t i a l l y  
t h s s e  w o r e  c o n v o r t  r e c r u i t s  f r o m  t h e  non-Mus l im  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  p r i m a r i l y  t h e  B a l k a n s ,  b u t  b y  t h e  
1 7 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e y  h a d  become  a c l o s e d ,  hereditary 
w a r r i o r  c l a s s .  

Kaimakam - s t r i c t l y  m e a n s  " d e p u t y t ' ,  b u t  o f t e n  a n  h o n o r i f i c  
t i t l e  f o r  t h e  s e n i o r  man a f  a town  a n d  a c o m m u n i t y ,  

Kaza - A s u b - u n i t  o f  a S a n  j ak  ( s e e  S a n j a k ) .  

K h o m i t a d j i  - L o o s e l y  u s e d  t o  mean g u e r i l l a  l e a d e r s ,  b u t  
o r i g i n a l l y  were l o c a l  d i g n i t a r i e s  r e s p o n s i b l e  
f o r  r a i s i n g  a n d  p a y i n g  p s a c o  k e e p i n g  f o r c e s  i n  
r e t u r n  f o r  t a : :  e x e m p t i o n  o r  l a n d h o l d i n g  p r i v i l e g e s .  

Mi l l e t  - A l a r g e l y  a u t o n o m o u s  r e l i g i o u s  c o m m u n i t y ,  

f lo l lo  - A man of  some  r e l i g i o u s  l e a r n i n g .  

M u f t i  - An a p p o i n t e d  a u t h o r i t y  o n  Is lamic Law a n d  r o l i g i o u s  
m a t t e r s  F o r  a p r o v i n c e ,  c i t y  o r  d i s t r i c t .  A l s o  a n  
i n t e r p r o t e r  o f  Islamic L a w .  

f l u s h i r  - N o r m a l l y  a P a s h e  o f  ' t h r e e  t a i l s '  a n d  t h e r o f o r e  t h e  
g o v e r n o r  o f  a P a s h a l i k  o r  v i l a y e t ,  t h o u g h  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
o n l y  o f  a S a n  j a k .  

N u t e s s a r i f  - T h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  a S a n j a k ,  

N a h i e  - A s u b - u n i t  o f  a Kaza. 

P a s h a  - A t i t l e  d a t i n g  f r o i ,  t h e  1 3 t h  c e n t u r y  u s e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
t o  d e n o t e  t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  a p r o v i n c e .  

S a n  jak - An a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  u n i t  i n  t h e  O t t o m a n  E m p i r e ,  com- 
p a r a b l e  t o  a p r o v i n c i a l  d i s t r i c t  i n  w e s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s .  

S h e r i a t  - The H o l y  Law o f  Islam. 

S o f t a  - A t h e o l o g i c a l  s t u d e n t  i n  a m o s q u e  s c h o o l .  

Ulema - E x p e r t s  i n  t h e  H o l y  Law, r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  
a u t h o r i t a t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  p u b l i c  
law a c c o r d s  w i t h  t h e  p r e c e p t s  o f  I s l a m .  



V a l i  - The governor o f  a  v i l a y e t .  

V i l a y e t  - An Ottoman province.  

Zapate ih  - A Turk ish policeman. 
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