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Abstrac t  

This  t h e s i s  i s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of c e r t a i n  a spec t s  of the 

phonology of the  I t a l i a n  d i a l e c t  spoken i n  ~ o v a l i n o  Marina. 

~t covers  s i x  main a reas :  

1. The con tex t  of s i t u a t i o n  

2 .  The phonet ics  of the  sound segments 

3 .  The phonemes of the  d i a l e c t  

4 .  Segmental phonology 

5 .  A d i scuss ion  of t h e  concept 'stress ' . 
6 .  S t r e s s  i n  s p e c i f i c  'grammatical c a t e g o r i e s 8 .  

The con tex t  of s i t u a t i o n  provides the  background of 

human behaviour and environment s o  t h a t  the  l i n g u i s t i c  

s tudy may be r e l e v a n t l y  con tex tua l i zed .  

The d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  was t r ansc r ibed  i n  genera l  a r t i c u -  

l a t o r y  phonet ic  terminology and the phonemes and al lophones 

desc r ibed .  A l i m i t e d  a n a l y s i s  of the  segmental phonology 

of t h e  d i a l e c t  provides:  

a )  A d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e  phonet ic  

sound segments of the  d i a l e c t  occurr ing  a t  r o o t  

i n i t i a l  and r o o t  f i n a l  p o s i t i o n .  

b )  A d e s c r i p t i o n  of the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of c e r t a i n  

(iii) 



phono log ica l  segments a t  r o o t  f i n a l  p o s i t i o n .  

A major d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  concept  ' s t r e s s '  i s  cons ide red  

and my own i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  s t a t e d  and u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  

o f  s t r e s s  i n  t h e  words of  t h e  d i a l e c t ,  which have been c o l -  

l a t e d  accord ing  t o  grammatical  and s t r u c t u r a l  c r i t e r i a .  The 

words i n  t he  s p e c i f i e d  c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  t h e n  analyzed f o r  s t r e s s  

u s i n g  t h e  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule:  

n n n  v - - - - - -  -b [+ S t r e s s ]  / C V C #  
0 0 0 

This  s imple  r u l e  p r e d i c t s  t he  p o s i t i o n  of s t r e s s  i n  t h e  words 

o f  t h e  d i a l e c t .  
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I n t r o d u c t i o n  

The mot iva t ion  f o r  t h i s  t h e s i s  comes from a s t r o n g  

i n t e r e s t  i n  my own n a t i v e  d i a l e c t  of I t a l i a n .  A s  f a r  as 

I have been a b l e  t o  determine from my b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  r e s e a r c h ,  

t h i s  d i a l e c t  h a s  n o t  been p r e v i o u s l y  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  examined. 

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  I had n a t i v e  speake r s  t o  a i d  w i t h  t h e  agg rega t ion  

o f  t h e  words of  t h e  d i a l e c t  and D r .  E .  W .  Rober ts  t o  d i r e c t  

my a n a l y s i s  t o  a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  - s p e c i f i c a l l y  

'stress1 - of  t h e  phonology o f  t h e    tali an d i a l e c t  spoken 

i n  Bovalino Marina.  

The f i r s t  s e c t i o n  of  t h e  t h e s i s  i n t r o d u c e s  t h e  c o n t e x t  

of  s i t u a t i o n  - t h i s  is a g e n e r a l  geographic ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  

c u l t u r a l  and economic p i c t u r e  of  t h e  town o f  Boval ino Marina 

and i t s  i n h a b i t a n t s .  T h i s  in format ion  s u p p l i e s  t h e  back- 

ground w i t h i n  which t h e  l i n g u i s t i c  s t u d y  may be  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  

and r e l e v a n t l y  c o n t e x t u a l i z e d .  

The recorded  d a t a ,  g leaned from a n a t i v e  in formant  

du r ing  my f i e l d  r e s e a r c h ,  is d e s c r i b e d  p h o n e t i c a l l y  d e f i n i n g  

i n  g e n e r a l l y  a r t i c u l a t o r y  phone t i c  terminology a l l  t h e  sound 

segments t h a t  were found neces sa ry  t o  r e c o r d  as d a t a  i n  a  

phone t i c  t r a n s c r i p t i o n .  There is  no o r t h o g r a p h i c  system 

f o r  t h i s  d i a l e c t  and consequent ly  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  t h e  

o n l y  means of  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  d i a l e c t .  

A l i m i t e d  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  segmental  phonology of  t h e  
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d i a l e c t  describes the d is t r ibut ion  of the phone t i c  sound 

segments of the d i a l e c t  occurring a t  root  i n i t i a l  and a t  

root  f i n a l  pos i t ion .  

Next we proceed t o  a  discussion of S a l t a r e l l i ' s  treatment 

of s t r e s s  and r e j e c t  i t .  Then we suggest a  pa r t i cu la r  in te r -  

preta t ion of s t r e s s  in  r e l a t ion  to  the da ta .  This in te r -  

preta t ion encompasses a  discussion of s t r e s s  as  a  feature  

of the un i t  'word' predictable by r u l e .  

The data i s  col la ted according to  grammatical and 

s t ruc tu ra l  c r i t e r i a  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  the analysis  of s t r e s s  

in  the words of the d i a l e c t .  The r e s u l t  of t h i s  analysis 

is a  confirmation of the assumption tha t  s t r e s s  is a  phono- 

logica l ly  predictable fea ture .  It is  by using t h i s  analyt- 

i c a l  method, employing both grammatical and s t ruc tu ra l  

c r i t e r i a ,  t ha t  an explanatory description of the position 

of s t r e s s  i n  the words can be adequately provided. 
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M O D E R N  I T A L Y  



Contex t  o f  S i t u a t i o n  

B e f o r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  p h o n e t i c s  and 

phonology o f  t h e  d i a l e c t  o f  B o v a l i n o  Mar ina ,  some o f  t h e  

l c o n t e x t  o f  s i t u a t i o n 1  - t h e  r e g i o n ' s  geography ,  economic 

h i s t o r y ,  p o l i t i c s  and c u l t u r e  - i s  d e s c r i b e d .  

B o v a l i n o  Marina i s  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  I o n i a n  c o a s t  a t  an 

a l t i t u d e  o f  e i g h t  m e t e r s  above s e a  l e v e l  w i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  

of  7 ,000 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  census  h e l d  i n  t h e  s i x t i e s .  I t  

i s  n i n e t y - t w o  k i l o m e t e r s  f rom Reggio C a l a b r i a ,  one o f  t h e  

more a f f l u e n t  and l a r g e r  c i t i e s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  where most 

o f  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  o f f i c e s  a r e  l o c a t e d .  Reggio C a l a b r i a  

i s  t h e  c l o s e s t  a i r p o r t  t o  Bova l ino  M a r i n a ;  however ,  t h e r e  i s  

a d e q u a t e  and r e l i a b l e  t r a i n  s e r v i c e  be tween t h e  two and o t h e r  

m a j o r  towns ; bus  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  be tween s m a l l  towns and more 

remote  a r e a s  i s  a l m o s t  n e g l i g i b l e  b e c a u s e  few p e o p l e  u t i l i z e  

t h i s  s e r v i c e .  Automobile  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  u s e d  t o  b e  a  l u x u r y  

a f f o r d e d  by  few,  b u t  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  ' 6 0 1 s ,  more 

p e o p l e  bough t  a u t o m o b i l e s  b e c a u s e  l o a n s  were  more r e a d i l y  

a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  new f i n a n c e  companies .  F o r m e r l y ,  banks  

were  t h e  o n l y  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and t h e y  were  r e l u c t a n t  



t o  ex t end  loans .  When they  d i d  s o ,  i t  was a t  e x h o r b i t a n t  

i n t e r e s t  r a t e s .  Though t h e  number o f  automobile owners has  

i n c r e a s e d ,  t hey  s t i l l  r e p r e s e n t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  sma l l  m ino r i t y .  

Through i n c r e a s i n g  r a d i o  and t e l e v i s i o n  communication 

s i n c e  t he  Second World War, t h e  Ca lab re s i  g r a d u a l l y  a r e  b e -  

coming more aware o f  t h e  mode of  l i f e  i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  I t a l y .  

But c o n t r a r y  t o  t he  p r e v a i l i n g  t r e n d  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  of I t a l y ,  

commercial,  i n d u s t r i a l  and c a p i t a l  inves tment  has  been min i -  

mal and r e l a t i v e l y  unsucces s fu l .  This  cou ld  perhaps  be ex-  

p l a i n e d  by t h e  r e l u c t a n c e  o f  t h e  people  i n  g e n e r a l  t o  accep t  

change,  o r  t o  t h e  e x t e r n a l  l a ck  of  i n c e n t i v e  t o  i nnova t e .  

Boval ino Marina may s t i l l  be l a r g e l y  regarded  as  i s o -  

l a t e d  from t h e  r e s t  of  I t a l y .  Even i n  t h e  Twent ie th  c e n t u r y ,  

t h i s  p rov ince  has  remained r e l a t i v e l y  unchanged wh i l e  t h e  

r e s t  o f  I t a l y  has  been adap t ing  t o  new phases  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  

development,  c u l t u r e ,  educa t ion  and p o l i t i c s .  Because of  

t h e  b a s i c a l l y  f e u d a l  s y s  tem which p rov ided  no i n c e n t i v e  o r  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  of more than  s u b s i s t e n c e  

l e v e l  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  t h e  ambi t ious  had t o  emig ra t e  t o  

p rov ide  h i g h e r  educa t ion  and improved l i v i n g  cond i t i ons  f o r  

t h e i r  fami l i e s .  

The economic cond i t i ons  o f  Bovalino Marina,  as  w e l l  as  

t h e  r e s t  of  C a l a b r i a ,  a r e  comparat ively  poor  because  o f  t h e  

minor i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  which c o n t r i b u t e  l i t t l e  t o  i n -  

c r e a s i n g  revenue i n  t h i s  a r e a .  A g r i c u l t u r e  i s  of  major i m -  



por t ance  - o l i v e ,  g r ape ,  g r a i n ,  c i t r u s  and f lowers  a r e  t h e  

pr imary c rops .  I n  t h e  marke t ,  t h e s e  crops  b r i n g  l i t t l e  i n -  

come t o  t he  f a rmer s ,  who have t o  l i v e  more o r  l e s s  a t  sub -  

s i s t e n c e  l e v e l .  The economic c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  c a u s a l l y  r e l a t e d  

t o  t he  l e v e l  of  gene ra l  educa t ion  and v i c e  v e r s a .  Methods 

of  farming a r e  very  i n e f f i c i e n t  and a r e  unaided by modern 

equipment and machinery. A t  one t i m e ,  many c o - o p e r a t i v e s  

were i n i t i a t e d  as a t t emp t s  t o  improve t h e  e x i s t e n t ,  i n e f f i -  

c i e n t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  methods. However, t h e  co- o p e r a t i v e s  were 

f o r c e d  t o  d i s s o l v e  because  t h e  p e a s a n t s  r e f u s e d  a l l  forms of 

c o - o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t s ,  i nves tmen t s ,  and above a l l ,  they r e -  

j e c t e d  any p o t e n t i a l  long range b e n e f i t s .  

The f e u d a l  p o l i t i c a l  sys tem r e f l e c t s  t h e  economic and 

i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t a g n a t i o n  of the  populace  ; r e p e a t e d l y ,  they 

e l e c t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from a  h i g h e r  socio-economic c l a s s  

whose p o l i t i c a l  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  n o t  d i r e c t e d  towards economic 

and s o c i a l  development b u t  r a t h e r  keep ing  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  t he  

p e a s a n t s ,  s u b s e r v i e n t  t o  themselves .  

Ca labr ian  s o c i e t y  i s  s t i l l  c l e a r l y  h i e r a r c h i c  and f e u d a l .  

The a c q u i s i t i o n  of  a  t r a d e  o r  l and  enab le s  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  

ascend from ' b r a c c i a n t i '  - l a b o u r e r  - t o  a r t i s a n ,  t o  n o b l e ,  

t o  l a r g e  p r o p r i e t o r .  The e x i s t e n c e  of  t h i s  s t r a t i f i e d  sys tem 

i s  a l s o  obvious i n  t h e  forms of add re s s .  I n  t h e  Ca lab r i an  

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  t h e  p e a s a n t  i s  cons ide red  a  ' c a f u n i '  o r  a  

' t amar ru '  ; members of t h e  h i g h e r  c l a s s  a r e  cons ide red  ' s i g n u r i '  , 



I s i g n u r i n u '  , o r  'ga lan tomo ' ,  and a t  a l l  t imes t hey  a r e  r e -  

s p e c t e d  and addressed  as 'don1 o r  ' v u s s i g n u r i a '  . Those t h a t  

can a f f o r d  t o ,  and do,  l e a d  a  comfor table  l i f e  a r e  t he  ' g a l a n t -  

omin i1 .  However, n o t  a l l  t h e  r i c h  be long  t o  t he  ' n o b l e '  c l a s s  

i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  Often t h i s  s t a t u s  can be a -  

ch ieved  by many d i f f e r e n t  means, f o r  one of t h e  dec id ing  f a c t o r s  

i s  e x t e r n a l  appearance.  Money does n o t  a t  a l l  t imes p rov ide  

such a  p r e s t i g i o u s  and valued t i t l e ,  f o r  g e n e r a l l y  one i s  born 

galantomo' and w i l l  c a r r y  t h e  q u a l i f i e r  ' don' o r  ' v u s s i g n u r i a '  

s imply as a m a t t e r  o f  i n h e r i t a n c e .  However, one can become 

a  I galantomo1 by o n e ' s  r o l e  i n  t he  community o r  by what one 

manages t o  a c q u i r e .  This g e n e r a l l y  a p p l i e s  t o  those  w i th  

i n f l u e n t i a l  occupa t ions  - p r i e s t s ,  p r o f e s s o r s ,  d o c t o r s ,  and 

o t h e r  r e s p e c t e d  and va lued  p r o f e s s i o n s .  The more s u c c e s s f u l  

farmers  - 'mas sa r i  i campu' - a t tempt  t o  educa te  t h e i r  s o n s ,  

e n a b l i n g  them t o  e l e v a t e  themselves t o  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  Idon ' .  

The poo r  w i l l  s t r u g g l e  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s  s o  t h a t  t h e s e  

more ' s o c i a l l y  worthy1 p o s i t i o n s  can be en joyed  by t h e i r  

descendents .  I t  i s  n o t  uncommon f o r  t he  head of  a  family  t o  

s a c r i f i c e  h i s  p r o p e r t y ,  l i v e s t o c k  and any o t h e r  p o s s e s s i o n  

o f  va lue  he  may own, and demanding t h e  same of t he  o t h e r  

members of  h i s  f a m i l y ,  s o  t h a t  t he  most i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  

p romis ing  member of  t h e  family  can o b t a i n  a  ' l a u r i a l  i . e .  

a  u n i v e r s i t y  diploma. However, t h e  succes s  of  t h e s e  y o u t h s ,  

upon whom a l l  t h e  a s p i r a t i o n s  and hopes o f  f a m i l i e s  r e s t ,  i s  

n o t  as s e c u r e  as t h a t  of the  p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s .  Even i f  t h e  



s o n s  o f  t h e  p o o r  manage t o  g e t  t h e i r  d ip lomas  t h e y  s t i l l  have  

t o  compete w i t h  t h o s e  o f  s o c i a l l y  h i g h e r  c l a s s e s  f o r  o p p o r t -  

u n i t i e s  t o  f i l l  v a l u e d  p o s i t i o n s  and t h e i r  s u c c e s s  i s  con-  

t i n u a l l y  r e s t r i c t e d  u n l e s s  t h e y  p r o v e  e x c e p t i o n a l  i n  t h e i r  

f i e l d ;  t h e n ,  t h e i r  c l a s s  i s  o v e r l o o k e d .  

Above a l l  and most d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  development  o f  

t h e  r e g i o n ,  i s  t h e  e n v i o u s  c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  e x i s t i n g  among 

t h e  p e a s a n t s  - n e i g h b o u r s  o r  r e l a t i v e s  - f o r  a  p a r c e l  of  

l a n d  t h a t  n o n e t h e l e s s  would r e q u i r e  a  c o - o p e r a t i v e  e f f o r t  

t o  y i e l d  any w o r t h w h i l e  p r o f i t s .  

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  among t h e  h i g h e r  c l a s s  t h e r e  e x i s t s  

n o  s u c h  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  - p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  v a l u e d  p r i v i -  

l e g e s  and p o s s e s s i o n s  from t h e  l o w e r ,  u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s  

f o r c e s  them i n t o  a  c o h e s i v e  group.  Means o f  i n t e r - c o m m u n i c a -  

t i o n  be tween t h e  s o c i a l  s t r a t a  a r e  v e r y  l i m i t e d .  The v e r y  

p e o p l e  who c l imb t h e  s o c i a l  l a d d e r  o f t e n  d i s a s s o c i a t e  them- 

s e l v e s  f rom t h e i r  f o r m e r  c l a s s  and t h e i r  p a s t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

I n t e l l e c t u a l  d e p r i v a t i o n  and i l l i t e r a c y  i s  t h e  d i r e c t  

consequence  o f  economic  s t a g n a t i o n  and c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s .  

The m a j o r i t y  o f  women a r e  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  s c h o o l -  

i n g  beyond t h e  e l e m e n t a r y  l e v e l .  T h e i r  p r i m a r y  i n t e r e s t s  a r e  

o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  m a s t e r i n g  o f  c e r t a i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  knowledge 

and d o m e s t i c  s k i l l s .  

Most o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  o f  a  ' s i g n u r i n a '  i s  p r e p a r a t i o n  



f o r  mar r i age ,  and t h e  w a i t i n g  p e r i o d  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  even t  i s  

one of submiss ion t o  p a r e n t s  and r i g i d  r e s t r i c t i o n s  of h e r  

a c t i v i t i e s ,  d i c t a t e d  by s o c i a l  mores. Very r a r e l y  does a  

g i r l  c o n t e s t  t h e  w i l l  o f  h e r  p a r e n t s  on a  marr iage p r o p o s a l .  

The g i r l s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  mar r i ed  between t h e  ages of  s i x t e e n  

and e i g h t e e n  t o  spouses  who a r e  roughly t e n  o r  more y e a r s  

t h e i r  s e n i o r .  A t  t h i s  age t he  male has  more t o  o f f e r  m a t e r i -  

a l l y  and t o  p a r e n t s  he i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  a  b e t t e r  match. This 

age d i f f e r e n c e  i s  only  one o f  the  f a c t o r s  which h i n d e r s  

c o - o p e r a t i v e  communication between husband and w i f e .  And 

t h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  communicate i s  p e r p e t u a t e d  by t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  s exes  . from e a r l y  p u b e r t y ;  t h e  l i f e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  male 

and female d i f f e r  v a s t l y .  

To supplement t h e i r  income, women o f t e n  have t o  work 

o u t s i d e  t h e  household .  Most types  of work s u i t a b l e  f o r  the  

uneducated i s  s e a s o n a l  i n  t h e  f i e l d ;  t h e  working day l a s t s  

from t e n  t o  twelve h o u r s ,  exc lud ing  t h e  time s p e n t  t r a v e l l i n g  

t o  t h e  s i t e .  The lunch b r e a k ,  only  a  few minutes l o n g ,  i s  

s p e n t  e a t i n g  a  meagre d i e t  o f t e n  of b r e a d  and cheese o r  

o l i v e s .  

A man's educa t ion  comprises p r i m a r i l y  t r a i n i n g  i n  h i s  

f a t h e r ' s  occupa t ion ,  g e n e r a l l y  farming.  Most b o y s ,  p r i o r  t o  

t h e  Second World War a t t e n d e d  schoo l  i r r e g u l a r l y  u n t i l  t he  

age of  twelve - b e i n g  k e p t  home t o  a s s i s t  t h e i r  f a t h e r s  du r ing  

p e r i o d s  o f  i n t e n s e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y .  However, s i n c e  t h e  



World War, t h e  government imposed c e r t a i n  r i g i d  laws s o  t h a t  

every  c h i l d  must a t t e n d  schoo l  t o  t h e  age of  f o u r t e e n .  

S ince  ' S t a n d a r d  I t a l i a n '  i s  t r a n s m i t t e d  only  i n  t h e  

s choo l s  and church ,  con t ac t  w i t h  and use  o f  i t  i s  l i m i t e d ;  

t h u s ,  i t  has  i n t e r f e r e d  l i t t l e  w i t h  t h e  d i a l e c t  of  Bovalino 

Marina. Not only  t h e  l ack  of formal  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  

t h e  town's  r e l a t i v e  i s o l a t i o n  and p o v e r t y ,  which i n  t u r n  

l i m i t s  communication, has  p e r p e t u a t e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  t h e  

d i a l e c t  p e c u l i a r  t o  Bovalino Marina. 



Compilat ion and r e c o r d i n g  of d a t a  

The n a t i v e  in formant  i s  my mother ,  a  C a l a b r e s e ,  who has  

been r e s i d i n g  i n  Cranbrook, B . C .  s i n c e  October 31,  1959. She 

i s  55 y e a r s  o l d  and has  Grade 5 e d u c a t i o n .  She was s e l e c t e d  

as  t h e  i n fo rman t  because  of h e r  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  a s s i s t  i n  r e -  

co rd ing  t h e  d e s i r e d  d a t a .  She has  a  thorough knowledge of 

t h e  d i a l e c t  spoken i n  Bovalino Marina,  and o f  S t anda rd  I t a l i a n ;  

h e r  knowledge of Eng l i sh  i s  very  l i m i t e d ,  encompassing l a r g e l y  

" p h a t i c  communion" and a  l i m i t e d  vocabulary  o f  terms e s s e n t i a l  

t o  coping w i t h  t h e  everyday housewife ly  exchanges a t  t h e  s t o r e s .  

S ince  h e r  I t a l i a n  phonology,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  phonology 

of t he  d i a l e c t ,  had been " c a l c i f i e d "  b e f o r e  s h e  came i n t o  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  E n g l i s h ,  t h e  chances of  any i n f l u e n c e  by t h e  

l a t t e r  on h e r  phonology a r e  minimal. 

The i n fo rman t  pos se s sed  a l l  t h e  d e s i r e d  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s :  

e t h n i c  and n a t i v e  o r i g i n ,  e x t e n s i v e  c u l t u r a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  

i d e o l o g i c a l  and economic expe r i ence  i n  t h a t  s o c i e t y .  I n  

a d d i t i o n ,  h e r  p r e s e n t  r e s idence  e x p e d i t e d  t h e  r e c o r d i n g  of  

d a t a .  And above a l l ,  she  neve r  q u e s t i o n e d  my "modus ope rand i " ;  

s h e  s imply  and p a t i e n t l y  obeyed i n s t r u c t i o n s .  



The in fo rma t ion  r e l e v a n t  t o  t he  phono log ica l  d e s c r i p t i o n  

of t h e  d i a l e c t  i s  drawn from t h e  compi la t ion  of approximately  

5,000 words a r ranged  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  i n t o  monosy l lab ic ,  d i -  

s y l l a b i c ,  and t r i - s y l l a b i c  words. These words were r ead  i n  

S t anda rd  I t a l i a n  w i t h  a  pause a f t e r  each word where the  n a t i v e  

in formant  s u p p l i e d  t h e  cor responding  word i n  t h e  d i a l e c t ,  where 1 
t h e r e  was one. A s i n g l e  r eco rd ing  s e s s i o n  would g e n e r a l l y  

l a s t  1 / 2  t o  1 h o u r ,  depending s o l e l y  on t h e  i n fo rman t ' s  endur-  

ance.  

The recorded  d a t a  was t r a n s c r i b e d  p h o n e t i c a l l y  t o  an 

a r b i t r a r i l y  narrow degree u s i n g  t h e  I . P . A .  system.  F u r t h e r  

s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n  c a t e g o r i z e d  t h e  d a t a  i n t o  t h e  main t r a d i t i o n a l  

grammatical  p a r t s  of  speech on t h e  assumption t h a t  t h e s e  c l a s s e s  

may have bona f i d e  l i n g u i s t i c  r e l evance  a t  a  l e v e l  of  s t r u c t u r e  

whose s p e c i f i c a t i o n  i s  beyond t h e  scope of  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  i . e .  

i n  t h e  grammar ( syn tax)  and a l s o  f o r  t h e  phono log ica l  l e v e l .  

Should t h e  l a t t e r  t u r n  o u t  n o t  t o  be t he  c a s e ,  i t  would be a  I 

s imple  m a t t e r  of "Love's Labour's Los tu  here! On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  I 

I 
i f  t h e  a n a l y s t  does n o t  cons ide r  p a m m a t i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s  a t  

I 1 
t h e  o u t s e t  and t h e n  d i s cove r s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between grammatical  c l a s s e s  and phono log ica l  s t r u c t u r e ,  i t  

would be much more d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a r r a n g e  t h e  d a t a  t o  s u i t  

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  than  s imply t o  c o n f l a t e  i t  - as would 

be r e q u i r e d  i f  grammar t u rned  o u t  t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  phonology,  

i . e .  i f  t h e  phonology t u r n s  ou t  t o  be an autonomous l e v e l .  



The sound segments i n  t h e  recorded  i s o l a t e s  

The fo l l owing  i s  a  p h o n e t i c  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  sound s e g -  

ments t h a t  a r e  neces sa ry  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d .  I t  

a l s o  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t h e s e  sound segments where 

i t  i s  cons ide red  r e l e v a n t  o r  i n t e r e s t i n g .  The d e s c r i p t i o n  i s  

d i v i d e d  i n t o  seven  s e c t i o n s  - t h i s  i s  done f o r  taxonomic con- 

ven ience  and shou ld  n o t  be t aken  t o  have any deep l i n g u i s t i c  

o r  t h e o r e t i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  The depth  o f  d e t a i l  i s  a r b i t r a r y ,  

r e l a t i v e  t o  my impres s ion  o f  adequacy t o  t h e  needs of  t h i s  

t h e s i s .  

CONSONANTS 

The d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  consonants w i l l  comprise g e n e r a l l y  

t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  paramete rs  o f1  : 

Manner o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s t a t e  o f  t h e  
ve lum 

P lace  of  a r t i c u l a t i o n  I ~ 
I 

S t a t e  of  t h e  voca l  cords  ( g l o t t i s )  , p r i m a r i l y  "voic ing"  I 
I 

Consonant l e n g t h  

Vowel l e n g t h  



PLOSIVES 

These consonants a r e  produced by a  temporary b u t  complete 

c l o s u r e  of  t h e  o r a l  a i r  p a s s a g e ,  and t h e  r a i s i n g  of t h e  velum. 

The a i r  i s  momentarily compressed beh ind  the  p o i n t  of  a r t i c u -  

l a t i o n  and on r e l e a s i n g  t h e  c l o s u r e ,  i . e .  when t h e  a c t i v e  and 

t h e  p a s s i v e  a r t i c u l a t o r s  a r e  no l onge r  i n  c o n t a c t ,  a  "p lo s ive"  

sound i s  produced.2  The p l o s i v e  consonants i n  t he  d i a l e c t  

g e n e r a l l y  have two c o n s i s t e n t  f e a t u r e s  i n  common: 

1. D i s t r i b u t i o n a l  - no p l o s i v e  o r  i ndeed  any o t h e r  

consonant may appear  a t  word f i n a l  p o s i t i o n  excep t  

3 i n  words which a r e  cons ide red  t o  be " lea rned"  , e . g .  

s p o r t ,  juventus. Note t h a t  h e r e  we a r e  making a  

p h o n e t i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  s t a t e m e n t  when we s t a t e  t h a t  

consonants do n o t  occur  f i n a l l y ;  however, we may have 

t o  p o s t u l a t e  f i n a l  consonants a t  a  deeper  phonolog ica l  

l eve  1. 

2 .  Phone t i c  - a t  word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  t h e s e  consonants 

a r e  g e n e r a l l y  r e l a t i v e l y  n o n - a s p i r a t e d ;  e lsewhere  

t h e  v o i c e l e s s  s t o p s  a r e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  a s p i r a t e d .  

The a s p i r a t i o n  f e a t u r e  t ends  t o  e i t h e r  p a r t i a l l y  o r  

complete ly  devoice  t he  vowel t h a t  fo l lows  i t ,  e spe -  

c i a l l y  i n  word f i n a l  p o s i t i o n .  The devoic ing  takes  

p l a c e  when t h e  consonant p r eced ing  t h e  vowel t h a t  

becomes devoiced i s  e i t h e r  long o r  i t  i s  t h e  l a s t  

member of  a  consonant c l u s t e r  - i n  e i t h e r  case  t h i s  



consonant must be v o i c e l e s s .  U n t i l  o the rwi se  

s p e c i f i e d ,  only  v o c a l i c  l e n g t h  w i l l  be marked i n  

t h e  examples. A f t e r  long  vowels,  s imple  consonants 

w i l l  be  s h o r t  i f  t h e  vowel i s  s t r e s s e d .  A f t e r  s h o r t  

u n s t r e s s e d  vowels ,  s imple  consonants w i l l  be r e l a -  

t i v e l y  s h o r t e r  and a f t e r  s t r e s s e d  s h o r t  vowels s imple  

consonants w i l l  be long.  For example : 

h 
Itemp $ - t ime 

4 I a t  . u3 - a c t  

4 I f i t  . u ]  - t i g h t ,  dense 

h I a r t  u] - t a l l  

Hence fo r th ,  t h i s  devoic ing  f e a t u r e  w i l l  n o t  be marked 

i n  t h e  examples e x c e p t  where r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  d i s cus  - 

s i o n .  

The p l o s i v e  consonants  a r e  : 

[P 1 - v o i c e l e s s  b i l a b i a l  s t o p  

I p i  : ru ]  - p e a r  

[ti :puJ - t ype  

- vo iced  b i l a b i a l  s t o p  

Ib 3:na-J 
4 - good, w e l l  

[ne : b j  a]  - fog  

- v o i c e l e s s  d e n t a l  s t o p  

P m p u l  - we a t h e r ,  t ime  

I s u t a ]  - un de r 

- vo iced  d e n t a l  p l o s i v e  

1 d a : r i J  - t o  g ive  

[ l o rdu ]  - s o i l e d ,  d i r t y  





Ic3 - vo i ced  p a l a t a l  s t o p  

Ic0:vu-J - n a i  1 

[unca:  t u ]  - i n f l a t e d  

[j 3 - vo i ced  p a l a t a l  s t o p  

[)i : r u  3 - dormouse 

P 3 a l  - f i n g e r  n a i l  

Ik 1 - v o i c e l e s s  v e l a r  s t o p  

[kornu] - ho rn  

Iatjko : r a l  - s t i l l ,  y e t  

[g 1 - v o i c e d  v e l a r  s t o p ,  i t  may occu r  o n l y  a f t e r  

a n o t h e r  consonan t ,  i . e .  i t  may n o t  occur  

n e i t h e r  a t  word i n i t i a l  n o r  a t  word f i n a l  

p o s i t i o n .  

I l a r g u 1  - w i  de 

[? 1 - t h i s  sound segment i s  r e a l i z e d  when t h e  v o c a l  

cords  assume momentari ly a  c l o s e  p o s i t i o n ,  thus  

i n t e r r u p t i n g  comple te ly  t h e  a i r  s t r e a m  of t h e  

g l o t t i s .  This  sound segment may occur  only  a t  

word bounda r i e s  - p r e  o r  i n t e r v o c a l i c a l l y .  

NASAL CONSONANTS 

These consonants  a r e  produced w i t h o u t  any v e l i c  c l o s u r e .  

By hav ing  t h e  velum lowered,  t h e  a i r  s t r e a m  i s  d i r e c t e d  through 

t h e  n a s a l  c a v i t y  w i t h  a  s imul taneous  o r a l  c l o s u r e .  When t h e  

speech  * a p p a r a t u s  assumes t h e  above d e s c r i b e d  p o s i t i o n  t h e  

f e a t u r e  o f  n a s a l i z a t i o n  ex tends  g e n e r a l l y  t o  more than j u s t  I 

I 
I 

I 



n a s a l  consonants ; t h a t  i s ,  i t  may i n f l u e n c e  t h e  fo l lowing  

and/or  p r e c e d i n g  vowel, t h u s  p roduc ing  degrees  of a  n a s a l -  

i z e d  vowel o r  i t  may i n f l u e n c e  t he  fo l l owing  consonant thus  

y i e l d i n g  a  p r e n a s a l i z e d  consonant o r  i t  may i n f l u e n c e  t h e  

fo l lowing  consonant y i e l d i n g  a  n a s a l  r e l e a s e d  consonant .  

The n a s a l  consonants a r e  : 

[m3 - vo iced  b i l a b i a l  n a s a l  

[ma:nuJ - hand 

1ca:mul - I c a l l  

- vo iced  l a b i o - d e n t a l  n a s a l  

Igf e  rnu  J 5 - h e l l  

- voiced  d e n t a l  n a s a l  

Inan a] - grandmother 

Ima :nu] - hand 

- vo iced  p a l a t a l  n a s a l  

b o k i  1 - gnocchi  

[kujo : m i  1 - l a s t  name 

- vo iced  v e l a r  n a s a l  

[ g k u n t r a : r i ]  - t o  meet 

[agko : r a l  - y e t ,  s t i l l  

The n a s a l  consonants a t  word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  when t h e y  com- 

b i n e  w i t h  ano the r  consonant t o  form a c l u s t e r  o r  when they  

a r e  s i n g l e  consonants  b u t  p h o n e t i c a l l y  l o n g ,  a r e  s a i d  t o  be 

s y l l a b i c  i n  t h i s  d i a l e c t .  For example: 

[ndavi : r i  J  - t o  have 

[namura:tuJ - i n  love  

A l l  nas a 1  consonants a r e  g e n e r a l l y  vo iced .  



FRI CATIVES 

These consonants a r e  produced when t h e  a c t i v e  a r t i c u l a t o r  

and the  p a s s i v e  a r t i c u l a t o r  a r e  c l o s e  t o  one ano the r  bu t  do 

n o t  q u i t e  make c o n t a c t ,  thus  as a i r  i s  f o r c e d  through an a l -  

most o b s t r u c t e d  voca l  t r a c t  p e r c e p t i b l e  f r i c t i o n  i s  produced.  

These consonants a r e :  

if 3 - v o i c e l e s s  l a b i o - d e n t a l  f r i c a t i v e  
[ f i  : n i  ] - end 

0 
[ su fa ]  - s o f a  

IV 1 - voiced  l a b i o - d e n t a l  f r i c a t i v e  
[vi  :nu] - wine 

[nd iv i  :nu] - I guess 

1 51 - vo iced  a l v e o l a r  f r i c a t i v e  
[a#iKu] - t o  him 

1s 1- - v o i c e l e s s  d e n t a l  f r i c a t i v e  
I s u t a ]  - under  

[ri : s u ]  - r i c e  

- vo iced  d e n t a l  f r i c a t i v e  

[zb a  j u ]  - mis take  

[dizdeyu] - d i s  da in  + O  L ~ p t  

- v o i c e l e s s  p a l a t o -  a l v e o l a r  f r i c a t i v e  

[ f i a : r i ]  - t o  s k i  

~ne / i  : r i  ] - t o  be  born  

- v o i c e l e s s  p a l a t a l  f r i c a t i v e  

I p : r i ]  - f  1 owe r 
[ p s a  : r i  3 - t o  blow 

- vo iced  v e l a r  f r i c a t i v e  - i t  cannot be preceded 

n o r  fol lowed by ano the r  consonant .  

[ y u : i a I  - need le  

[ayoni : a ]  - agony 



AFFRI CATES 

These sound u n i t s  may be regarded  as consonanta l  c l u s t e r s  

comprising a  p l o s i v e  consonant fo l lowed  by a  f r i c a t i v e  conson- 

sound segments a r e :  

- v o i c e l e s s  a f f r i c a t e  

[ t s i  :u ]  - 
[ v i  t s j  u] - 
- vo iced  a f f r i c a t e  

[dzo :na] - 
[mendzu] - 

- v o i c e l e s s  a f f r i c a t e  

[ t j i  :na]  - 
[ q u : d l t / i ]  - 

- voiced  a f f r i c a t e  

[ d j u :  d a t s i ]  - 

[ a l a d t u l  - 

uncle  

v i  ce 

zone 

h a l f  

China 

judge 

judge 

s lowly  

These segments have bo th  consonanta l  and v o c a l i c  cha rac -  

t e r i s t i c s .  The c h a r a c t e r i z i n g  f e a t u r e s  of t h e s e  sounds a r e  : 

High degree of  a p e r t u r e ,  b u t  i t  i s  n o t  as much as  

t h a t  f o r  t h e  p roduc t ion  of g l i d e s ,  o r  vowels. 

A s l i g h t  degree  of  f r i c t i o n  may be p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  

u t t e r i n g  of  t h e  sounds r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e s e  consonants .  

This group comprises l a t e r a l s  and " r o l l e d "  sounds .  



LATERALS 

These consonants a r e  t he  r e s u l t i n g  sounds produced by 

o b s t r u c t i n g  t he  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  voca l  t r a c t  of t h e  a l v e o l a r  

r i d g e  and a l lowing  the  a i r  s t r e a m  t o  f i l t e r  over  t he  s i d e ( s )  

of  t h e  tongue.  A l l  l a t e r a l  consonants a r e  vo iced  - they 

a r e  the  f o l l o w i n g :  

111 - voiced  d e n t a l  l a t e r a l  
[ l a  :na]  - wool 

[pa : l a ]  - shove l  

[ Ll  - voiced  p o s t - a l v e o l a r  - s l i g h t l y  p a l a t a l i z e d  

and d i f f e r i n g  from the  pure  p a l a t a l .  I t  may 

occur  e i t h e r  a t  word i n i t i a l  o r  a t  word medial  

p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  i t  must be fo l lowed  e i t h e r  by a  

h igh  o r  mid-high f r o n t  vowel segment. 

[J ib r u ]  - book 

[ t a : v s l i ]  - t a b l e s  

- voiced  p a l a t a l  l a t e r a l  

IXa I - t h e  r e  

[ i  La] - s h e  

The d e n t a l  l a t e r a l  i s  t h e  only  l a t e r a l  which may be preceded  

by ano the r  consonant t o  form a  c l u s t e r  i n  l e a r n e d  words.  In  

t h i s  d i a l e c t  i t  cannot fo l low a  d e n t a l  consonant ,  n o r  does i t  

occur  p r e - consonan t ly  - excep t  i n  a  l e a r n e d  word,  e .  g .  

[ a t l a n t i ]  , [ a t l e t a ]  , [apoples j a ] .  



- 2 2  - 

The p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  p h o n e t i c  symbols r e p r e s e n t  s chema t i c  

a r e a s  and a r e  n o t  t o  be t aken  as a b s o l u t e  r e l a t i v e  t o  t he  

c a r d i n a l  vowel sys tem.  The vowels a r e  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h e  f o l l -  

owing ways : 

1. The p o s i t i o n  of t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  of  t h e  tongue i n  

t he  v e r t i c a l  dimension of  t h e  o r a l  c a v i t y .  

2 .  The p o s i t i o n  of t he  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  o f  t h e  tongue i n  

t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  dimension of t h e  o r a l  c a v i t y .  

3.  Vowel l e n g t h  

4 .  Voice. 

The v e r t i c a l  d e s c r i p t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  t h e  tongue 

1. Close 

2 .  H a l f -  c l o s e  

3 .  Half-open 

4 .  Open 

 he h o r i z o n t a l  p o s i t i o n s  of  

c a v i t y  a r e  : 

1. Front  

2 .  C e n t r a l  

3 .  Back 

t h e  tongue i n  r e 1  a t i  

a r e  : 

on t o  t he  o r a l  

The h o r i z o n t a l  and t h e  v e r t i c a l  dimensions on ly  a r e  n o t  

adequate f o r  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  vowels - t he  p o s t u r e  of  t h e  

l i p s  i s  ano the r  f e a t u r e  t o  be accounted :  

1. Rounded 

2 .  Unrounded 



ROLLED 

These consonants a r e  the  r e s u l t i n g  sound from a r a p i d  

s e r i e s  o f  o c c l u s i o n s ,  between t h e  t i p  o f  t h e  tongue and the  

a l v e o l a r  r i d g e  . 
[ T I  - voiced  a l v e o l a r  r o l l e d  

[ka : r u ]  - expens ive ,  dear  

[ r us:u] - r e d  

VOWELS 

Vowels a r e  t h e  p roduc t  of  a i r  e scap ing  through t h e  vocal  

t r a c t  w i t h  t h e  l e a s t  r e s t r i c t e d  p a s s a g e ,  g e n e r a l l y  w i th  v o i c -  

i n g  and  no f r i c t i o n :  

" a  v o i c e d  hound i n  dotrming w h i c h  t h e  aitr i a h u e s  i n  a  
~ o ~ , t i n u o u b  6 t 4 e a m  t h k o u g h  Zhe pha4ynx and mouzh,  these 
b e i n g  no abnXnuc t ion  and no na t~kowing  b u c h  ab would 
caune  a u d i b l e  ~ t t i c - t i o n . "  7 

The vowels i n  t h e  d i a l e c t  of  Bovalino Marina a r e  : [ i ]  , [e l  , 

[ a ] ,  [ o ] ,  [ u ] ,  [ a ]  - and can be r e p r e s e n t e d  d iagrammat ica l ly .  

The p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  vowels i n  t h e  diagram r e p r e s e n t  t h e  h igh -  

e s t  p o i n t  o f  t h e  tongue - 

VOWELS 



- 2 4  - 

The vowels may be p h o n e t i c a l l y  d e s c r i b e d  t h u s  : 

- c l o s e  f r o n t  unrounded o r  n o n - l a b i a l i z e d ;  i t  

can occur  i n  a l l  p o s i t i o n s ,  t h a t  i s ,  i n i t i a l ,  

media l  and f i n a l  

[ i d a ]  - s h e  

[ i x i ]  - t h e y  

[ l i  : r a ]  - l i r a  

- h a l f - c l o s e  f r o n t  unrounded,  t h i s  vowel may 

occur  i n  a l l  p o s i t i o n s  : 

[e : r a ]  - h e  was 

[pe'ki I - f o o t  
[ c a f e ]  - c o f f e e  

- open,  c e n t r a l  t o  f r o n t  and unrounded 

[an : u] - y e a r  

[ k a : n i ]  - do g 

[ i k a  J - s h e  

- h a l f - c l o s e  back rounded vowel:  

[ o r t u ]  - y a r d ,  garden 

[p o  : ku] - l i t t l e  

- c l o s e  back rounded vowel 

[un3aJ - ( f i n g e r )  n a i l  

[ l u n t a  :nu] - f a r  

[S onuJ - s l e e p  

- c e n t r a l  vowel,  i t  may occu r  p h o n e t i c a l l y  a t  

word media l  p o s i t i o n  o n l y :  

[o f ranu]  - they  o f f e r  

A l l  t h e  vowels i n  u n s t r e s s e d  p o s i t i o n s  have t h e  c h a r a c t e r -  

i s t i c  o f  c e n t r a l i s  a t i o n .  



DIPHTHONGS 

These sounds a r e  t he  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  movement of  voca l  o r -  

gans from the  assumed p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  p roduc t ion  of one vowel 

toward t h e  p o s i t i o n  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  p roduc t ion  of ano ther  

vowel. Thus, they form a  sequence of two v o c a l i c  sounds ,  of 

which on ly  one i s  s y l l a b i c .  

DIPHTHONGS D I  ALE CT 

[ma : i] 

[ k a n t a : ~ ]  

[of r i  : a ]  

[of r i  : u] 

[ t s : i ]  

[wardja]  

[me : u] 

[ se  :i ] 

I w i  :%a]  

ENGLISH 

neve r  

he sang 

I o f f e r e d  

he o f f e r e d  

yours  

guard 

mine 

s i x  

gu i  de 

The g l i d e s  i n  t h e  d i a l e c t  a r e :  

[w 1 - vo iced  l a b i a l  g l i d e ,  i t  may occur  e i t h e r  a t  

word i n i t i a l  o r  a t  word medial  p o s i t i o n :  

IW arda]  - he  looks 

[kw an du] - when 

[ j  1 - vo iced  p a l a t a l  g l i d e ,  i t  may occur  e i t h e r  a t  

word i n i t i a l  o r  a t  word medial  p o s i t i o n :  



we go 

you r e a d  

SEGMENTAL LENGTH 

There a r e  both  s o - c a l l e d  p h o n e t i c a l l y  long and s h o r t  

vowels and consonants .  A l l  vowels may be e i t h e r  s h o r t  o r  

long b u t  only  c e r t a i n  consonants may be  l o n g :  

CONS ONANT D I  ALE CT ENGLISH 

h  [cup : u]  

[ t u t h  :$] / 
h  [ t a k  :u ]  

[mam : a ]  

[nan : a ]  

[ a f  : e n d i ]  

[ rus  : u]  

[ p a l  : a ]  

[ t e r : a ]  

[mac : a ]  

[ p $  :u l  
[mas : a ]  

[pabed:  a ]  

[ v i t s : j u ]  

[ a r i d z  : o  :na]  

[ v i t . : i  :nu] 

[a').adj :u ]  

~ o p l a r  

a l l  

h e e l  

mother 

grandmother 

he  o f fends  

r e d  

b a l l  

l a n d  

s t a i n  

b r e a t h  

swea te r  

f r y i n g  pan 

v i  ce 

A r i  zona 

n e a r  

s lowly  

The l e n g t h  of  t h e  vowels and consonants i s  dependent on t he  

segmenta l  sequence of  t h e s e  sounds .  A long vowel may be 

fo l lowed  by a  long consonant b u t  a  long consonant cannot be 

fo l lowed  by a  long  vowel. Here we w i l l  use - excep t  where 

s p e c i f i e d  - vowel l e n g t h  as t h e  n o n - p r e d i c t a b l e  f a c t o r ,  

making consonant  l e n g t h  p r e d i c t a b l e .  



SYLLABLE 

Although t h e  term ' s y l l a b l e '  i s  n o t  used t o  any s i g n i f i -  

c a n t  e x t e n t  i n  our  approach t o  phonology h e r e ,  we can say  t h e  

fo l l owing  about  i t  i n  o r d e r  t o  make c l e a r e r  t h e  syn tagmat ic  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between consonants and vowels w i t h i n  t h e  word. 

I n  S t anda rd  I t a l i a n ,  t h e r e  i s  a  s t r u c t u r e  such t h a t  

open s y l l a b l e s  a r e  p r e f e r r e d  s o  t h a t  CVCV i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  

as a  sequence of two o p e n  s y l l a b l e s  on i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c  

grounds. I n  t h i s  d i a l e c t ,  t h e  converse seems t o  be t h e  case  

- t h e r e  seems t o  be a  tendency towards o r  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  

c l o s e d  sy l l ab l e : ; .  Compare : 

STANDARD ITALIAN DIALECT 

I b a - l a : r e ]  [ b a l - a : r i ]  

1 p a r l a : r e )  I p a l -  a :  ri] 

This g ives  t h e  impress ion  t h a t  t h e  consonants i n  t h e  un- 

s t r e s s e d  s y l l a b l e s  a r e  l onge r  t han  t hey  a r e  i n  Standard 

I t a l i a n .  



S e c t i o n  111 : Footnotes  

The p h o n e t i c  framework employed h e r e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  t h a t  
s e t  o u t  by The P r i n c i p l e s  of  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Phone t i c  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  Department o f  P h o n e t i c s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  Co l l ege ,  
London, W . C .  1, 

The d e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  phenomena - p h y s i o l o g i c a l  and 
p h o n e t i c  - t h a t  t ake  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  p roduc t ion  of t he  
consonants  c l a s s i f i e d  under  each ca t ego ry  of t h e  manner 
of  a r t i c u l a t i o n  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  found i n  Elements 
of  General  P h o n e t i c s ,  David Abercrombie 

This  f e a t u r e  i s  i n  f a c t  common t o  a l l  consonants - 
consonants  g e n e r a l l y  occur  e i t h e r  a t  word i n i t i a l  o r  
a t  word medial  p o s i t i o n .  Note t h a t  s t r e s s  i s  marked 
i n  t h e  p h o n e t i c  t r a n s c r i p t i o n  only  when i t  does n o t  
occur  on t h e  penu l t ima te  vowel p h o n e t i c a l l y .  

There seems t o  be a  very  c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t h e  vowel 
q u a l i t y  i n  words. For example : 
[ba :na] - w e l l ,  good [bonu] - good 
Il2:rda-J - s o i l e d  (fern.) [ l o r d u ]  - s o i l e d  (masc.) 
[ka : rna]  - horns  [kornu] - horn 
[ f C r : a ]  - t o o l s  [ f e r : u ]  - i r o n  
The f i r s t  vowel i n  t h e  above examples i s  r e l a t i v e l y  
open whenever i t  i s  fo l lowed  by an open vowel, and i t  
i s  r e l a t i v e l y  c l o s e d  when ,it i s  fo l lowed  by a  c l o s e  
vowel,  i . e .  t h e r e  i s  i n  t h e  d i a l e c t  a  form o f  vowel 
harmony . 
The p r o n u n c i a t i o n  of t h i s  word as [mfernu] i s  t y p i c a l  
of  t h e  more l i t e r a t e  s p e a k e r s ,  and [mpernu] of  t h e  l e s s  
l i t e r a t e  ones.  

This i s  n o t  an I.P.A. term b u t  i t  i s  used h e r e  f o r  
convenience.  

Danie l  J o n e s ,  An O u t l i n e  o f  Engl i sh  Phone t ics  , Cambridge, 
W .  H e f f e r  and Sons L t d . ,  1964, p .  2 3 .  

The s t r e s s e d  vowels a t  word f i n a l  p o s i t i o n  t e n d  t o  be 
open. 

This  i s  n o t  an I .P.A. t e rm b u t  i t  i s  used f o r  convenience.  



The Phonemes o f  t h e  d i a l e c t  o f  B o v a l i n o  Mar ina  

" A  P H O N E M E  i n  a c L a n  oh phone;ticaLLq n i m i L a n  
a oundn , ~0fi ; thai l ; t ing and muXualLq e x c l u n i v e  
w i ; t h  a l l  h i m i l a n  c l a n e n  i n  ;the Language. 
The i n d i v i d u a t  noundn wh ich  compone a phoneme 
ane i X n  A L L O P H O N E S ,  ......, Xhene may be 
c o n ~ i d e n a b L e  nond in ; t i ncX ive  d idbenenceb  
bezween  a l lophonen  i n  di6denen;t  poniXionb ."  1 

The c o n s o n a n t  phonemes and t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  : 

/P , b /  D I  ALE CT ENGLISH 

[ p a l a 1  
[b a 1  a ]  

[ k u : p u ]  

[ku  : bu]  

he  s p e a k s  

he  dances  

d a r k  

cub i c  

ALLOPHONES 

A t  word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  v o i c e l e s s  s t o p  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  

u n a s p i r a t e d ;  when i t  o c c u r s  e l s e w h e r e  and i t  i s  e i t h e r  phon-  

e t i c a l l y  l o n g  o r  t h e  l a s t  e l e m e n t  o f  a  consonan t  c l u s t e r ,  i t  

i s  markedly  a s p i r a t e d .  T h i s  a s p i r a t i o n  d e v o i c e s  e s p e c i a l l y  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  word f i n a l  vowel.  The d e v o i c i n g  o f  t h e  vowel 

may b e  p a r t i a l  t o  comple te  depend ing  on t h e  d e g r e e  o f  a s p i r a -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  consonant  and s p e e c h  tempo. 



/ t ,  d /  DIALECT 

[ t o :  t a ]  

[do:  t a ]  

[ k a : t u ]  

[ka:'bu] 

[ v i n  ti ]  

[ v i n d i  ]  
h  [ a r t  u ]  

[ka rdu]  

ENGLISH 

T o t a  ( g i r l ' s  name) 

dowry 

p a i l  

I f a l l  

twenty 

he  s e l l s  

t a l l  

warm 

The / d /  i n t e r v o c a l l y  h a s  a  f r i c a t i v e  a l lophone  [ a ]  as i n  

[kaau] .  As a  member o f  a  consonant  c l u s t e r  i t  r e t a i n s  t h e  

f e a t u r e s  o f  a  vo i ced  s t o p .  The a l lophone  o f  t h e  phoneme / d /  

cannot  be a  member o f  a  consonant  c l u s t e r .  The phoneme I t / ,  

when i t  i s  a  member o f  a  consonant  c l u s t e r ,  o r  i s  p h o n e t i c a l l y  

l o n g ,  o r  i t  occu r s  a t  word f i n a l  p o s i t i o n ,  i t  becomes a s p i r a -  

t e d  t h u s  devo i c ing  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  vowel,  i . e .  

DI ALE CT 

h  [ko t : u] 
f; [ ven t  u ]  

fi 
[ s p o r t  I 

h  [ k a : t  21 

ENGLISH 

cooked 

wind 

s p o r t  

p a i  1 

/ ~ 3 /  DIALECT ENGLISH 

[ c a :  r a ]  

[ )a :  r a ]  

[maca] 

Cma3al 

/ c & /  DIALECT 

[ c a : r a ]  

[ka :  r a ]  

c l e a r  

g r a v e l  

s t a i n  

s w e a t e r  

ENGLISH 

c l e a r  

de a r  



/ c & /  DIALECT ENGLISH 

s t a i n  

he  i n f l a t e s  

f i v e  

s t r i n g  , twine  

B a s i c a l l y  / c , k /  have a s i m i l a r  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  excep t  t h a t  / k /  

a t  word media l  p o s i t i o n  can be p h o n e t i c a l l y  long  o r  s h o r t  

whereas / c /  can only  be p h o n e t i c a l l y  l ong  a t  word media l  

p o s i t i o n .  

/)% $/ D I  ALE CT 

m 3 u 1  

1 1 a p 1  
[ 3 a : r a ]  

[ya :  r a ]  

ENGLISH 

t h e  g a r l i c  

1 ake 

g r a v e l  

r a c e  

The phoneme / a /  has  t h e  a l lophone  [g ]  : 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

wide 

long  

The a l l ophone  [g]  can only  occur  i n  a  consonant  c l u s t e r  

and a t  word media l  p o s i t i o n ,  and /g/ cannot  be a  member o f  

a  consonant  c l u s t e r .  N e i t h e r  /Y /  n o r  [g] can be p h o n e t i c a l l y  

long.  

These two consonan t s  cannot  form p a r t  o f  a  consonant  c l u s t e r .  

/m,n/ DI ALE CT ENGLISH 

[ma :nu 1 
1na:nu ] 

[ la:ma ] 

[ l a : n a  ] 

hand 

midget  

b l a d e  

wool 



The / m /  has  t h e  a l lophone  [9] i n  some p e o p l e ' s  speech - i n  

t h e  speech of b e t t e r  educa ted  people  t h e  word ' i n f e r n o '  - 

h e l l ,  i s  pronounced I ~ f e r n u ]  whereas i n  t h e  speech o f  those  

w i th  l e s s  formal  educa t ion  t h e  same word i s  pronounced 

[mpernu]. Note t h a t  t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  of [q]  t o  / m /  and [ r ~ ]  as 

i n  [ l o t ~ g u ]  t o  /n /  i s  a r b i t r a r y  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  of  s t a n d a r d  

phonemics . 
/n ,p / DIALECT 

Iv i  : n  a]  

[ v i r a l  
Ipoki]  

[ n o t i ]  

ENGLISH 

v e i n  

v ineya rd  

gnocchi 

n i g h t  

The phoneme /n /  has  t h e  a l lophone [ r ~ ]  occu r ing  b e f o r e  v e l a r s  

i . e .  I longu] - long.  

/I,&/ DIALECT 

[mo : l a ]  

[motfa] 

[ l a : n a ]  

Ma1 

ENGLISH 

molar  

s o f t  

wool 

t he  r e  

The /1/ has  t h e  a l lophone [ I ]  - i t  occurs  b e f o r e  c l o s e  and 

mid-c lose  f r o n t  vowels ,  i . e .  

DI ALE CT ENGLISH 

[ L i  t r u ]  

[ b i  : l aku]  

I p p  r u l  
[ f i l e  tu ]  

I l u su ]  

[ rusu]  

l i t r e  

s c a l e  

r a b b i t  

b  ack 

luxury  

r e d  



/ I d  DIALECT ENGLISH 

[mu : l u ]  

[mu : ru ]  

/ f  ,v/  [ f i  :nu] 
[ v i  :nu] 

/ t s ,  dz/ [ r i  t s u ]  
[ r i  dza]  

mule 

w a l l  

I f i n i s h  

wine 

d i a r r h o e a  

k i n d  

house 

t runk  

s i d e  

wh i t e  

China 

Gina 

c u r l y  

s t a l k  ( b r o c c o l i )  

Consonant phonemes : [ p ,  b ,  t ,  d ,  c ,  j , k ,  y, m ,  n , p  , 1, 4 ,  

r, f ,  v ,  s , $ ,  $ 9  3,  w l *  

Note t h a t  t h e  a l t e r n a t i o n  [d l  [ s ] ,  [$I [ g ] ,  [ I ]  [ I ]  a r e  

i n  complementary d i s  t r i b u t i o n .  

The Vowel Phonemes 

edge 

p i e c e  

mad 

I can 

w e l l  



- 35 - 
The phonemes / i / ,  / a / ,  /u /  can occur  a t  a l l  p o s i t i o n s ,  s t r e s s -  

e d  o r  u n s t r e s s e d ,  b u t  / e /  and /o /  cannot occur  a t  word f i n a l  

p o s i t i o n  u n l e s s  they  a r e  s t r e s s e d .  

The vowe 1 phonemes have t he  fo l l owing  g e n e r a l  a l l o p h o n i c  

f e a t u r e s  - t h a t  t hey  a r e  l a x e r  and more open when they a r e  

u n s t r e s s e d  and n o n - f i n a l  t han  they a r e  when u n s t r e s s e d  and 

f i n a l .  Long vowels occur  only  i n  s t r e s s e d  p o s i t i o n s  and 

s h o r t  vowels i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  a r e  t e n s e r  t han  e l sewhere .  

[a] C e n t r a l  rounded u n s t r e s s e d  

[kama r a J  room 

The vowel [a ]  has  a  p e c u l i a r  s t a t u s  even from a phonemic 

p o i n t  of view - no  r e a l  c o n t r a s t  can be  found f o r  i t .  

Probably ,  however, a  phonemicis t  would i n d i c a t e  /a/ w i t h i n  

t h e  i nven to ry  of vowel phonemes. 

VOWEL LENGTH 

/ u , u : /  [ t u :  t a ]  
[ t u t a ]  

/ e  , e : /  [ve : r u ]  
[ve r u ]  

/ o , o : /  [ko : t a ]  
[k o t  a ]  

/i , i : /  [v i  : n i  ] 

[ v i n i  ]  

cover  a1  1s 

a l l  

t r u e  

b o a r  

s h a r e ,  q u o t a  

cooked 

v e i n s  

he  came 

s h o v e l  

he  speaks  



Whether i t  i s  v o c a l i c  o r  consonanta l  l e n g t h  t h a t  i s  t r e a t e d  

as d i s t i n c t i v e ,  c e r t a i n  unavoidable  problems a r i s e .  I f  vowel 

l eng th  i s  t r e a t e d  as d i s t i n c t i v e  a  c o n t r a s t  of  v o c a l i c  l eng th  

i s  evidenced only  b e f o r e  v o i c e l e s s  consonants  and n a s a l s  , 

i n  s t r e s s e d  s y l l a b l e s  b u t  n o t  b e f o r e  vo i ced  s t o p s  and vo iced  

f r i c a t i v e s  i n  t h e  same con tex t .  And i f  consonanta l  l eng th  

i s  t r e a t e d  as t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e ,  t h e r e  a r e  c o n t r a s t s  

of  consonanta l  l e n g t h  o f  v o i c e l e s s  consonan t s ,  n a s a l s ,  and 

l i q u i d s  a f t e r  s t r e s s e d  vowels,  b u t  n o t  of  vo i ced  s t o p s  and 

vo iced  f r i c a t i v e s .  



S e c t i o n  IV: Footnote  

1 B. Bloch and G .L.  T rage r ,  O u t l i n e  o f  ~ i n g u i s t i c  Ana lys i s ,  
Ba l t imore ,  1942, p .40.  



SL~~!rA!ilL IIJSTRIEUTION: A par t ia l  statement 

This section attempts to: 

1. Analyze the distribution of the consonants a t  root 

i n i t i a l  and a t  root f inal  position. 

2 .  Makc descl-iytive s tatanei~ts coxeming tile distribution 

and phonetic relationships of these segments. 

In the distributional analysis, both the order of occurrence 

of the sound segments thei r  inter-relationships are considered 

t o  be of great importance. I t  is assumed that  the phonetic a d  the 

phonological feattires evident i n  the foll.oriing examples w i l l  provide 

suf2icien.t data t o  make statements applicable t=, the entire phono- 

logy of the l inguist ic  system of the dialect .  

The analysis of the distrilmtion of the consonants will  be 

l h i t c d  t o  raot i n i t i a l  and to root f inal  position. Though limited, 

it will suffice t o  enable observations to be mde  about certain 

given aspects of the phonology. 



The following is t h e  distrihLitima1 data: 

C - -- R O T  INITIAL POSITI03 

DIALECT 

I pah  I 
Ibela I 
[ tala  ] 

[disku] 

[ca : ru] 

ba : ra ]  

[ka:ni] 

[ma:nu] 

[na : su] 

[Po==] 
[labru 3 
[I i :pa] 

k a l  
[ra%ju] 

[fa mi ]  
0 

[vi : na] 

[ s i  :ra] 

Ifincli: r i ]  

[cp)1ai] 

Cg.aXu1 
[wi  $a] 

[jq-W . 
[tsilpu] 

ENGLISH 

package 

beautiful 

heel (shoe) 

record 

clear  

gravel 

dog 
hand 

nose 

dams 

l i p  ' 

wood 

there 

radio 

hunger 

vein 

evening 

t o  descend 

side 

rooster 

guide 

w h i t e  

1 imp 



ROOT I N I T I A L  P O S I T I O N  

D I A L E C T  

[dze : ru ]  

[ d f i su ]  

[ t l e n  t u ]  

ROOT I N I T I A L  P O S I T I O N  

D I A L E C T  

[p  r i  :mu] 

[b r a t s u ]  

Cb l u l  
[t ruku]  

[ t  j  a :na ]  

[ d r i  t u ]  

[ d j  a : v ) lu ]  

[ k r a : p a ]  

[kwintu]  

[mpe : r u  J 

[mbi : t u ]  

[n t o r n u ]  

[ndavi  : r i  ] 

[ n t s e  : m i  ] 

[ n c o s t r u ]  

[ n j u t i  ] 

[ n t j e n s u ]  

[gkunt ra ]  

13 gana l  
[gw a n t i  ] 

[g r iQu  1 
[f j  ama J 

[ f r i s k u ]  

[vj  adzu J 

[spe :u I 
1s t iXa 1 

E N G L I S H  

ze ro  

chalk  

hundred 

E N G L I S H  

f i r s t  

arm 

b l u e  

t r i c k  

c l a y p o t  

s t r a i g h t  

de v i  1 

go a t  

f i f t h  

empi r e  

i n v i t a t i o n  

around 

t o  have 

t o g e t h e r  

i n k  

swallows (he)  

i n c e n s e  

encoun te r s  , 

dece ives  

g loves  

g rasshopper  

f  1 ame 

f r e s h  

t r i p  

m i r r o r  

s t a r  



ROOT I N I T I A L  P O S I T I O N  

D I A L E C T  

[ s c u : ~ ~ ]  

[ s k i  :naJ  

[zma:nj a ]  

[zne l u ]  

[ z k e r t u ]  

[ z b o t / a : r i ]  

[p j a : n u ]  

[b j  onda] 

[zwardu] 

E N G L I S H  

foam 
s p i n e  

c r a v i n g  

s l e n d e r  

q u i  ck ' 

t o  blossom 

p i a n o  , 

blonde 

look 



Matr ix  of CC c l u s t e r s  a t  Root I n i t i a l  P o s i t i o n  

F i r s t  e lement  



ROOT I N I T I A L  POSITION 

DIALECT 

[mp je fa : t u ]  

[mbro)a: r i ]  

[ m p r e s t a : r i ]  

[mbloka: r i ]  

[spremi : r i  ]  

[s t r i  t u ]  

[ s k r i v i  : ri ] 

[ n t r o j t a : r i ]  

[ggra :  t u ]  

[gg le  : s i ]  

[ z g r a n a : r i ]  

[ z d r a j a : r i ]  

[ s p j e f a : r i ]  

[ndj  a:nu] 

ENGLISH 

employed 

t o  swindle  

t o  l end  

t o  b lock  

t o  squeeze 

narrow 

t o  w r i t e  

t o  c o l l e c t  ' 
greedy 

Eng l i sh  

t o  devour 

t o  l a y  down 

t o  e x p l a i n  

I n d i a n  

Mat r ix  of  CCC c l u s t e r s  a t  Root I n i t i a l  P o s i t i o n  

F i r s t  element - on t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  l i n e  

Second e lement  - on t h e  v e r t i c a l  l i n e  

Th i rd  element - i n  t h e  aquares  



Root f i n a l  p o s i t i o n :  S i n g l e  consonants  

DIALECT 

[ t i  :pu] 

[ku :bu] 

[ t u :  t a ]  

[ka:%u]  

[ocul  
[a:j.u] 

[ spa  : ku]  

[ l a : y u ]  

[ la :ma]  

[ l a : n a ]  

Iva  :I\ u] 

[ p a : l a ]  

[pa :Z i I  

IP a h i  I 
[ve : r u ]  

[buf a] 

[co : vu] 

[ p i  :su]  

[ka:/a] 

[cucu] 

1 l e  WI 
[ v i t s  j u] 

( k o t j i ]  

[ r i d z a ]  

I a% adfu] 

ENGLISH 

type S' 

X u b i c  

c o v e r a l l s  

I f a l l  , 

eye  ' 

g a r l i c  

s t r i n g ,  twine  

1 ake 

b l a d e  

wool 

b  a t h  

s h o v e l  

p o l e s  

b e l l s  

t r u e  

f r o g  

n a i l  

we igh t  

t r u n k  <' 

I blow ( b r e a t h e )  

I r e a d  

v i  ce 

he  cooks 

s t a l k  

s lowly 



Root f i n a l  p o s i t i o n :  - CC c l u s t e r s  

DIALECT 

[ ap ru l  
I l a b r u ]  

[ v i  t r u ]  

[akw a ]  

[tempul 
[ t  rumb a ]  

[kw ant  u  ]  

[unda] 

[ k a n d ~  u]  

[ a n t s i ]  

[mendzu] 

[akumin t ja ]  

[ j  q k u l  

[lo3gu1 
[ l i3wa]  

r a g r u l  
[ o f r u  J 

[ n a f t a ]  

[neb j a]  

[ b i v j u ]  

[korpul  
[ arb  a ]  

[ a r t u ]  

[kardu] 

[ t  o r cu ]  

l a rku ]  

I l a r g u l  

IP arms I 
[ k a r n i  ]  

[ p e r l a ]  
[ f i f j a ]  

ENGLISH 

I open 

l i p  

g l a s s  

w a t e r  

t ime  

trumpet 

how much 

w ave 

I change 

i n s t e a d  

h a l f  

he  s t a r t s  

w h i t e  

long  

t on gue 

s our  

I o f f e r  

naph tha  

fog  
quandary 

blow 

down p , v  . ,  
t a l l  

warm 

-pYess 

a r c  

w i  de 

palm 

meat 

p e a r l  

f e a r  



D I  ALE CT E N G L I S H  

[ n e r v i  ] 

[korsu]  

Iordf  u l  
[ u r t s u ]  

[ ka r t f  i ]  

[burdz a ]  

[ r a s p a l  

[ p o s t a l  
[ r i s  c a ]  

[vosku] 

[album] 

[azma] 

[dub j u]  

ne rve s  

course  

b a r l e y  

b e a r  

k i  ck 

p u r s e  

r a s p  

p o s t  o f f i c e  

he  r i s k s  

woods 

a l b  urn 

asthma 

doub t 



F i r s t  e lement  - h o r i z o n t a l  a x i s  

Second e lement  - v e r t i c a l  a x i s  



- 4 8  - 

Mat r ix  o f  r o o t  f i n a l  CCC c l u s t e r s  

m s n  r 

F i r s t  e lement  - h o r i z o n t a l  a x i s  

Second e lement  - v e r t i c a l  a x i s  

T h i r d  e lement  - i n  t h e  squa re s  

Root f i n a l  CCC c l u s t e r s  

DIALECT ENGLISH 

[amp j  ~1 
[s emp ri  ] 

[s  emb r a ]  

[ a sp ru l  
[des t r a ]  

[ k u n t r a ]  

[andre  a] 

[kamb j  u]  

amp 1 e  

always 

seems . 

s ou r  

r i g h t  ' 
a g a i n s t  

Andrea 

t r u c k  

[ n t s  j  1 [ s i l e n t s  j  u] s i l e n c e  / 

[rmj 1 [ r i spa rmju ]  s av ing  

[ndj  1 [ n t j e n d j u ]  f i r e  

The p r e c e  ding d a t a  p rov ides  evidence t h a t  t h e  phono- 

l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h i s  l i n g u i s t i c  sys tem has  t h e  fo l low-  



i n g  consonant s t r u c t u r e  a t  r o o t  i n i t i a l  : 

1- 4 
2 .  C 

3.  CC 

4. CCC 

An i d e n t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  e x i s t s  f o r  t h e  consonants  a t  i n t e r -  

v o c a l i c  p o s i t i o n .  The s i n g l e  consonants a t  i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  
. . 

a r e  g e n e r a l l y  i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c a l l y  s h o r t ;  a t  i n t e r v o c a l i c  

p o s i t i o n ,  however, s i n g l e  consonants may be e i t h e r  p h o n e t i c -  

a l l y  s h o r t  o r  long .  This  q u a n t i t a t i v e  f e a t u r e  i s  phonemic, 

e:g. I t u t a ]  - o v e r a l l s  [ t u t : a ]  - a l l  

inanal  - midget  Inan : a] - grandmother 

There seems t o  be a  r e c i p r o c a l  i n f l u e n c e  between the  conson- 

a n t s  and t h e  vowels - whenever t h e  vowel i s  s h o r t  t h e  fo l low-  

i n g  consonant i s  long  and v i c e  v e r s a .  



Phonology : S p e c i f i c  Aspects  

Now t h a t  we have p rov ided  a  conspectus  o f  t h e  p h o n e t i c  

and phonemic (broad t r a n s c r i p t i o n a l )  p i c t u r e  of  t h e  d i a l e c t ,  

we s h a l l  p roceed  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  concept  o f  s t r e s s  as b e i n g  

one o f  t he  main t o p i c s  of  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  as s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  

s t a t e m e n t  of  t he  s t u d y .  1 

STRESS : P r e l i m i n a r i e s  

The term ' s t r e s s '  as used i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  w i l l  c o r r e s -  

pond mainly t o  t he  concept  of s t r e s s  as has been d e s c r i b e d  

by D . B .  Fry. '  Whenever t h e  term s t r e s s  i s  used i n  t h i s  

l i n g u i s t i c  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  i t  r e f e r s  t o  an i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c ,  

r e l a t i v e  o r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t  of speech sound ana ly . s i s .  

This p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o r  i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c  a s p e c t  may c o r r e l a t e  

w i t h  . a t  l e a s t  f o u r  o t h e r  i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c  f e a t u r e s ,  i n d i v i d -  

u a l l y  o r  compos i te ly ,  namely: l e n g t h ,  l oudnes s ,  p i t c h  and 

vowel q u a l i t y  - whose g e n e r a l  p h y s i c a l  c o r r e l a t e s  may be : 

d u r a t i o n ,  i n t e n s i t y  , fundament a 1  frequency and formant 



s t r u c t u r e .  Note however,  t h a t  e x p e r i m e n t a l  e v i d e n c e  i n d i  - 

c a t e s  t h a t  s u c h  c o r r e l a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  o n e - t o - o n e .  

Moreover ,  a  one- t o -  one co r respondence  does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  

have  t o  e x i s t  between t h e  a r t i c u l a t o r y  and t h e  p e r c e p t u a l  

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  communicat ion,  a l -  

though we l e a v e  t h i s  as  an open q u e s t i o n .  

Thus t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  framework i n  t h i s  l i n g u i s t i c  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  s t r e s s  a s  w e l l  as  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s e g m e n t a l  

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  d i a l e c t  i s  n o t  o f  an i n s t r u m e n t a l  t y p e ,  b u t  

i s  r a t h e r  b a s e d  on t h e  i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c  a s p e c t .  Consequent ly  

any s u b s e q u e n t  use  o f  t h e  te rm ' s t r e s s '  w i l l  i n v o l v e  t h e  

g e n e r a l  i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c  p h o n e t i c  t e rms  s u c h  as  : l e n g t h ,  

l o u d n e s s ,  p i t c h  and q u a l i t y .  

LENGTH 

S t r e s s  i s  i n t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h e  f e a t u r e  o f  ' s e g -  

m e n t a l  l e n g t h ' .  I t  can be  t h o u g h t  o f  a s  ' a f f e c t i n g 1  c e r t a i n  

l e n g t h  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  consonan t s  and vowels ; i n  t h e  d i a l e c t  

however ,  s u c h  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  l e n g t h  cannot  g e n e r a l l y  be  found 

where v o i c e d  s t o p s  and v o i c e d  f r i c a t i v e s  a r e  i n v o l v e d .  

The v a r i a t i o n  i n  l e n g t h  o f  sound  segments  i m p l i e s  t h a t  

t h e r e  a r e  i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c  p h o n e t i c  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e s  

o f  n o t i o n a l  t ime - between a  p h o n e t i c a l l y  ' l o n g '  and ' s h o r t 1  

vowel o r  consonan t .  The l e n g t h  f e a t u r e  which i s  d i r e c t l y  



r e l a t e d  w i t h  s t r e s s  i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  phonemic 

f e a t u r e  o f  l e n g t h  i n  t he  s ense  t h a t  c o n t r a s t  o f  l e n g t h  

(o f  vowels o r  consonants)  occurs  o n l y  i n  s t r e s s e d  s y l l a b l e s .  

The l e n g t h  of t h e  sound segments i s  g e n e r a l l y  p r e d i c t -  

a b l e ;  i t  g e n e r a l l y  depends on t h e  phono log ica l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

t he  word, As was s a i d  e a r l i e r ,  phonemic c o n t r a s t  of  l e n g t h  

was a l l o c a t e d  t o  t he  vowels i n  s t r e s s e d  s y l l a b l e s .  Of course  

p h o n e t i c  c o n t r a s t s  o f  l eng th  can be handled  as c o n t r a s t s  i n  

t ensenes s  s o  t h a t  segmental  l eng th  becomes g e n e r a l l y  p r e d i c t -  

ab l e .  

LOUDNESS 

Genera l ly  t h i s  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  amount o f  f o r c e  which i s  

used t o  t h r u s t  ou t  t h e  a i r  from the  l u n g s ;  t hus  g i v i n g  the  

impress ion  t h a t  t he  sound u t t e r e d  w i th  t h e  g r e a t e s t  degree 

of  f o r c e  i s  t h e  l o u d e s t .  

PITCH 

This  f e a t u r e  may c o r r e l a t e  l a r g e l y  w i t h  t h e  t e n s i n g  of 

t h e  voca l  cords  - i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  p e r c e i v e d  as  a  f e a t u r e  i n  

the  speech continuum. I t s  degree  i s  c o n s t a n t l y  f l u c t u a t i n g  

w i t h i n  g iven  p i t c h  p a t t e r n s  according t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

l i n g u i s t i c  sys tem.  I t  i s  determined by t h e  f requency of 

v i b r a t i o n  of t h e  voca l  cords  - t h a t  i s ,  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  
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f requency ,  t h e  h i g h e r  t he  p i t c h .  

I n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  however, I am n o t  d i r e c t l y  concerned 

wi th  p i t c h  phenomena s i n c e  I  am d e a l i n g  w i t h  word phonology 

and p i t c h  i s  n o t  a  d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  a t  t h e  word l e v e l  of 

t h i s  l i n g u i s t i c  s y s  tem. 

VOWEL QUALITY 

Vowel q u a l i t y  i s  d i r e c t l y  dependent on and d e f i n e d  b y :  

1. The shape  given t o  t h e  voca l  t r a c t  by t h e  movements 

of  t h e  a c t i v e  a r t i c u l a t o r s .  

2 .  The p o s i t i o n  of t h e  tongue i n  t h e  mouth and t h r o a t .  

3 .  The shape of t h e  l i p s .  

A more d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  f a c t o r s  de te rmin ing  vowel 

q u a l i t y  w i l l  b e  found on page 2 4 .  For t h e  p r e s e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  

of s t r e s s  t h e  r e l e v a n t  v o c a l i c  q u a l i t y  i s  t h a t  s t r e s s  vowels 

a r e  g e n e r a l l y  more p e r i p h e r a l  wh i l e  u n s t r e s s e d  vowels a r e  

c e n t r a l i z e d .  

Many l i n g u i s t s  d e f i n e  s t r e s s  as a  phoneme-si ze i s o l a t e .  

By doing t h i s ,  t hey  i gno re  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s t r e s s  i s  a  s y n t a g -  

m a t i c ,  e . g .  s y l l a b l e  o r  word f e a t u r e ,  i . e .  t h a t  i t  i s  a  

f e a t u r e  of  mi  t s  longe r  than  a  phoneme. 

There a r e  g iven  v a r i a t i o n s  of  s t r e s s  i n  words which can 

be s p e c i f i e d  by r u l e .  However, a l though a  r u l e  may be form- 

u l a t e d  i n  such  a  way t h a t  i t  ' a s s i g n s 1  s t r e s s  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  



segment o f  t he  word s t r u c t u r e ,  t h i s  i s  merely a device to 

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s t r e s s  cu lmina tes  ' around '  and n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  

' a t '  t h e  s p e c i f i e d  segment and i t  i s  n o t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o f  i t  

s o l e l y  b u t  a  p r o p e r t y  o f  t h e  u n i t  t o  which t h e  r u l e  a p p l i e s  

- g e n e r a l l y ,  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  , t he  u n i t  WORD. 

Thus t h e  s t r e s s  r u l e  ( o r  r u l e s )  t h a t  we s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  

i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  be a  'word s t r e s s  r u l e ' ,  which w i l l  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  s t r e s s  i s  a  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  whole word u n i t  

and n o t  s imply p a r t  o f  i t .  In  o r d e r  t o  s p e c i f y  t h e  p e r c e i v -  

a b l e  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  s t r e s s  i n  a  word, a  s e r i e s  of  o rde red  

i t e r a t i v e  r u l e s  may have t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d .  

The d a t a  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  comprises :  

1. The words of  t h e  d i a l e c t  which a r e  c o n s t a n t  g lo s se s  

of  words from S tanda rd  I t a l i a n  found i n  an I t a l i a n  

d i c t i o n a r y  . 3 

2 .  Verb c o n j u g a t i o n s ,  nominal ,  and pronominal  dec l en -  

s i o n s ,  a d j e c t i v a l ,  a d v e r b i a l ,  and o t h e r  paradigms.  

These i t ems  pos se s s  many p h o n e t i c ,  p o s s i b l y  a l s o  p h o n o l o g i c a l ,  

f e a t u r e s  i n  common, one of which i s  ' s t r e s s ' .  

S ince  many of  t h e  o t h e r  Indo-European languages have 

r e g u l a r l y  p r e d i c t a b l e  word s t r e s s  , 4  i t  i s  assumed reasonable  

t o  a t t empt  an examinat ion of t h e  d a t a  i n  o r d e r  t o  demonstra te  

t h a t  s t r e s s  i n  t h e  d i a l e c t  i s  a l s o  a  f a c t o r  (of  l e x i c a l  

s t r u c t u r e )  p r e d i c t a b l e  by a  r u l e  o f  s t r e s s  ass ignment ,  and 

t h a t  t h i s  r u l e  i s  a  very  ' s i m p l e '  one. This  can be done 
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prov ided  c e r t a i n  c r i t e r i a  a r e  accep ted  amongst which i s  t h e  

one t h a t  grammatical  i n fo rma t ion  may be complementary t o  pu re -  

l y  phonemic o r  phone t i c  i n fo rma t ion .  

We p o s t u l a t e  a  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

n n n  v .-s [+ s t r e s s ]  / C O v O C O #  

on t h e  assumption t h a t  i t  a s s igns  ' p e n u l t i m a t e '  s t r e s s  

phono log ica l l y  t o  words. Then t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  "What k i n d  of 

words w i l l  t h i s  r u l e  account f o r ? "  i s  posed.  I t  accounts  f o r :  

1. A l l  words t h a t  impres s ion i s  t i c a l l y  have penu l t ima te  

s t r e s s .  

2 .  Words comprising phono log ica l l y  o r  p h o n e t i c a l l y  

more t han  one s y l l a b l e .  

3.  A l l  words which a r e  monosy l lab ic  b u t  u n s t r e s s e d .  

The r u l e  as i t  s t a n d s ,  does n o t  seem t o  account f o r  words 

which have a  phono log ica l  s t r u c t u r e :  s t r e s s e d  monosy l lab les .  

The above cases  exclude t h e  u se  of emphat ic  s t r e s s  be -  

cause t h i s  s p e c i f i c  use and p o s i t i o n  of s t r e s s  i s  n o t  w i t h i n  

t he  scope of t h e  p o s t u l a t e d  r u l e .  That  i s  t o  s a y ,  we r e g a r d  

' emphat ic  s t r e s s '  as be ing  something mor; l i k e  a  'morpheme' 

t h a n  a  phono log ica l  r u l e .  

. I t  may seem on cursory  examinat ion t h a t  s t r e s s i n g  o r  un- 

s t r e s s i n g  can be p r e d i c t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  grammatical  c l a s s e s  , 

i . e .  c e r t a i n  monosy l lab ic  p r e p o s i t i o n s  a r e  u n s t r e s s e d .  How- 



e v e r ,  p r e p o s i t i o n s  l i k e  ' k u n t r a '  o r  ' s u t a '  o r  ' supra '  w i l l  

n o t  be p r e d i c t e d  excep t  by t h e  use  of  t h e  phono log ica l  r u l e .  

The d a t a  has  been d i v i d e d  i n t o  grammatical  c l a s s e s  s o  t h a t  

c e r t a i n  phone t ic /phonolog ica1  phenomena t h a t  may be  l i n k e d  t o  

grammatical  c l a s s e s  may be made more immediately c l e a r .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  make t h i s  r u l e  t o t a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  w i thou t  

compl ica t ing  i t  by adding s e v e r a l  s u b - p a r t s  which may have 

t o  be c o n j u n c t i v e l y  o r  d i s j u n c t i v e l y  o r d e r e d ,  t h i s  s imple  

r u l e  i s  r e t a i n e d  and o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  l i n g u i s t i c  d e v i c e s ,  such 

as  e l l i p s i s  o r  a n a p t y x i s ,  a r e  examined t o  s e e  i f  and,how t h e y  

can c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s i m p l i c i t y  o r  g e n e r a l i t y  of  t h i s  r u l e .  

Moreover, when c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  t o  speak they  g e n e r a l l y  

acqu i r e  s t r e s s ,  rhythmic,  i n t o n a t i o n  and p i t c h  p a t t e r n s  

r e l a t i v e l y  q u i c k l y  b u t  t h i s  a b i l i t y  i s  l o s t  o r  t h i s  a b i l i t y  

c o n s i s t e n t l y  dec rease s  as t hey  g e t  o l d e r .  I t  i s  a l s o  

g e n e r a l l y  t h e  case  t h a t  when one l e a r n s  a  f o r e i g n  language ,  

u s u a l l y  t h e  l a s t  phone t ic /phonolog ica1  f e a t u r e  one l o s e s  

i s  ' a c c e n t ' ,  i . e .  s t r e s s  p a t t e r n s ,  p i t c h  p a t t e r n s ,  e t c .  

These a r e  ex t remely  ' s t r o n g '  a spec t s  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  perform- 

ance and they  c o n s t i t u t e  bona f i d e  reasons  f o r  s eek ing  t o  make 

t h e  above r u l e  as  g e n e r a l  as p o s s i b l e .  

Thus t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  made t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  y i e l d  g r e a t e r  

g e n e r a l i t y  about  t he  segmental  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  words. Note 

t h a t  i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c  s t r o n g  s t r e s s  may be caused 'by s e v e r a l  

d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  ' ; one of which would be segmental  l e n g t h .  



Another  cause  i s  t h e  morpholog ica l  s t r u c t u r e  of  some 

words ,  such a s  t h a t  o f  I kun :u i ]  which g i v e s  t h e  impre s s ion  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  k i n d  of  s t r o n g  s t r e s s  on t h e  [u ] .  Th i s  

i m p r e s s i o n  of s t r o n g  s t r e s s ,  however,  i s  n o t  as  s t r o n g  as  

t h a t  on t h e  p e n u l t i m a t e  s y l l a b l e  and i s  due t o  t h e  phono- 

l o g i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h i s  word - t h e  double  consonant  ha s  

t o  b e  accounted  f o r  morpho log i ca l l y  a s  a  k i n d  o f  gemina t ion .  

The t r i - s y l l a b i c  words d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  [kun : u : i ]  

t y p e  and t y p i f i e d  by [ a t ~ k o r a ]  seem t o  have  a  d i f f e r e n t  s t r e s s  

p a t t e r n .  The re fo r e  t h e  l a t t e r  must be  accoun t ed  f o r  by 

making t h e  S t r e s s  Rule o p e r a t e  i t e r a t i v e l y  from r i g h t  t o  l e f t ,  

r i g h t  th rough  t h e  word i n  such a  way t h a t  i t  s t r e s s e s  t r o c h a -  
v / w  

i c a l l y  i . e .  u n s t r e s s e d  - s t r e s s e d  . . . V V V 

The f i r s t  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h i s  r u l e  t o  a word e n c l o s e d  

be tween word bounda r i e s  y i e l d s  : t h e  u l t i m a t e  s y l l a b l e  - 

weak s t r e s s ,  t h e  p e n u l t i m a t e  s y l l a b l e  - t h e  s t r o n g e s t  s t r e s s ,  

and t h e  a n t e - p e n u l t i m a t e  - u n s t r e s s e d ,  u n l e s s  i t  has  a  

morpho log i ca l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  type  [kun : u : i ]  . 

The words t h a t  c o n s i s t  o f  ' four  s y l l a b l e s ,  wha tever  

morpho log ica l  s t r u c t u r e  t hey  may h a v e ,  w i l l  have a  s t r o n g e r  

s t r e s s  on t h e  f i r s t  s y l l a b l e  than  t h e  s econd ,  and t h e  f o u r t h ;  

and b e  most s t r o n g l y  s t r e s s e d  on t h e  t h i r d  s y l l a b l e :  V2V3VIV4 

Th i s  accoun ts  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  s y l l a b l e  o f  a  q u a d r i s y l l a b i c  

word b e i n g  more weakly s t r e s s e d  t han  t h e  p e n u l t i m a t e  s y l l a b l e  



al though i t  i s  s t r o n g e r  than t h e  second and t h e  f o u r t h  s y l l -  

a b l e  and f o r  t h e  l a s t  s y l l a b l e  b e i n g  weaker than  t he  second 

from t h e  l e f t .  Note t h a t  i n  t h e  p r e - p e n u l t i m a t e ,  t h e  second 

s y l l a b l e  sounds weaker than t he  l a s t .  

Thus i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  i t  i s  assumed t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  good 

mot iva t ions  f o r  hypo thes i z ing  t h a t  word s t r e s s  i n  t h e  d i a l e c t  

i s  a  f e a t u r e  t h a t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  p r e d i c t a b l e  by a  phono log ica l  

r u l e  of  a  s imple  k ind .  An a t tempt  w i l l  be made t o  handle  as  

much as p o s s i b l e  of  t h e  word d a t a  i n  terms of a  s i n g l e  pen-  

u l t i m a t e  s t r e s s  assignment r u l e  t o  al low t h e  minimum number 

o f  phono log ica l  excep t ions  t o  t h i s  r u l e  whether  they  be of 

a  n a t i v e  o r  non -na t ive  provenance h i s t o r i c a l l y .  This i s  done 

by maximally e x p l o i t i n g  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  means ; f o r  example,  

by p o s t u l a t i n g  segmental/morphophonemic e lements  where nec-  

e s s a r y  o r  by p r e d i c t i n g  segments e lsewhere  i n  o r d e r  t o  achieve 

g e n e r a l l y  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of t he  

s i m p l e s t  form of t h e  s t r e s s  assignment r u l e  f o r  words.  The 

main reasons  p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d  f o r  t h i s  a r e  as  fo l lows  : 

1. An examinat ion of  d i f f e r e n t  languages and phono- 

l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  sugges t  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  word s t r e s s  

i s  g e n e r a l l y  b e s t  regarded  as a  p r e d i c t a b l e  f e a t u r e ,  

i . e .  s t a t a b l e  by a  r e l a t i v e l y  s imple  r u l e .  There 

i s  of  c o u r s e ,  t he  i s s u e  o f  t h e  form and s i m p l i c i t y  

of such a  r u l e  which may be r e l a t e d  t o :  

, a) t h e  number of  symbols used.  

b )  whether  t h e  r u l e  i nvo lves  con junc t ive  o r  



d i s j u n c t i v e  o rde red  s u b p a r t s  , i .  e .  whether  t h e  

r u l e  i s  a  c o n f l a t i o n  o f ,  i n  some s e n s e ,  s u b r u l e s  

o r  whether  i t  i s  a  s imple  r u l e  i n v o l v i n g  n e i t h e r  

c o n j u n c t i v e l y  o r  d i s j u n c t i v e l y  o rde red  s u b - p a r t s .  

2 .  I n t u i t i o n :  I t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  f e l t  t h a t  I t a l i a n  and 

c e r t a i n l y  t h e  d i a l e c t  a r e  p e n u l t i m a t e  ( f o r  words) 

languages .  Th is  obvious ly  c o r r e l a t e s  w i t h  t h e  s t a t -  

i s  t i c a l  predominance of words ,  however d e f i n e d ,  s o  

s t r e s s e d  i n  t h e  language.  

3 .  Language s p e c i f i c  reasons  : The pr imary a n a l y s i s  

of  t h e  d a t a  seems t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p  between s t r e s s ,  consonanta l  and v o c a l i c  

l e n g t h ,  g e n e r a l  s y s t e m a t i c  phonemic r e l a t i o n s h i p s  , 
e t c .  can be s t a t e d  w i t h  maximal g e n e r a l i t y  when 

s t r e s s  i s  r ega rded  as be ing  t o t a l l y  p r e d i c t a b l e .  

This  y i e l d s  g r e a t e r  symmetry bo th  of s t r u c t u r e  and 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  and a  c l e a r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of  t he  f u n c t i o n  

and s t a t u s  o f  n a t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s  such as anap tyx is  

and e l l i p s i s  which a r e  regarded  as complementary 

phone ti c /phonolog ica l  f u n c t i o n s  i n  s p e c i f i a b l e  con- 

t e x t s .  This i s  what i s  r e q u i r e d  of  a  t heo ry .  

4 .  The d a t a  as mentioned under 2 above,  p rov ides  t h e  

mo t iva t i on  f o r  t he  g e n e r a l  assumption of t h e  p l a c e -  

ment of s t r e s s  by r u l e  on t h e  s o - c a l l e d  penu l t ima te  

s y l l a b l e  o r  vowel. However, t h e r e  a r e  ca se s  i n  t h e  

d a t a  where s t r e s s  t o c c u r s '  on t h e  p repenu l t ima te  



and on t h e  u l t i m a t e  s y l l a b l e  and,  of  course  t 

s o - c a l l e d  monosy l lab les  may be  b o t h  s t r e s s e d  and 

u n s t r e s s e d  'words '  which seem t o  cause  c e r t a i n  

problems on t h e  s u r f a c e .  But i t  i s  hypo the s i zed  

t h a n  an a t t emp t  s h o u l d  be made t o  make s t r e s s  

p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  p r e d i c t a b l e  i n  such a  way t h a t  i t  

f a l l s  on t h e  p o s i t i o n  c o r r e l a t i v e  w i t h  p h o n o l o g i c a l  

p e n u l t i m a t e  p o s i t i o n  g e n e r a l l y .  



S a l t a r e l l i  (1970) p rov ides  an a n a l y s i s  of  t he  p o s i t i o n  

of s t r e s s  i n  t h e  words of t h e  I t a l i a n  language (wi th  p a r t -  

i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t he  l i n g u i s t i c  s y s  tem of Monteca t in i )  . 
There a r e  i n  t h e  l anguage ,  accord ing  t o  him, s t r e s s e d  and 

u n s t r e s s e d  words. The c r i t e r i o n  used by him t o  dec ide  whether  

a  word i s  s t r e s s e d  o r  u n s t r e s s e d  i s  t h e  p re sence  of pr imary 

s t r e s s  i n  a  s o - c a l l e d  ' s t r e s s  g roup ' .  

S a l t a r e l l i ' s  r easons  f o r  u s ing  such an approach a r e  

b e s t  summed up by h i s  own conc lus ion  of  what h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s  

had  unders tood  by t h e  term ' s t r e s s '  and how i t  shou ld  be 

ana lyzed :  

T I  . . . . a t h e a s  i a  n o t  ' l o c a l l y  detetrminedl  i n  t h e  
p h y n i c a l  aoun& b y  a  a t h i c t l g  p h o n e t i c  c h i t e n i o n .  
One cannot  f i a t e n  t o  a  c e k t a i n  vowel  and de tehmine  
whe theh  it i a  a theaded  oh unatf ieaned i n d e p e n d e n t l y  0 6  
a  c o n t e x t  and 0 6  a  d e 6 i n i L i o n  ( A )  accohding t o  
which  t h e  moat i n t e n a e  ( o h  h i g h e a t )  o h  ,two o h  mUhe 
vowekh i a  abaigned t h e  phimaky a t h e a a .  Thua t o  
h e c o g n i z e  attteaa one needa i n  a d d i f i o n  t o  t h e  aounda 
a  d e d i n i L i o n  and t h e  c o n n e c t  w o h d  boundahiea .  We 
a h a l l  a e e  t h a t  a d d i L i o n a l  knowledge aeerna t o  be 
hequihed i n  l t a f i a n  phonemicil. 1n d u c t  t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  
which  t h e  d e d i n i t i o n  could  be a p p l i e d  i s  m i n i m a l l y  
t w o  vowela .  Y e t  we dind t h a t  c e f i t a i n  b ib  y l l a b l e a  
Uhe teamed ' una theaa ed' and a ome monoa y l l a b l e a  Uhe 
tehmed ' a t n e a a  ed '  . Thia i m p l i e a  an a d d i t i o n a l  
d e d i n i f i o n  ( B )  0 6  pho- and e n - '  c f i L i c n '  : any w o h d  
i a  a a i d  t o  be  a t n e a s e d  oh unnttreaaed accohding t o  
whe theh  ( i n  combinaLion w i t h  o t h e n  w o h d a  i n  a  ' a t h e a h  
gkoup' ) it Cahhie6 ok doe6 n o t  C U h f i y  t h e  phimahy 
b t k e a a .  DediniLiona ( A )  - ( 8 )  ahe b o t h  u e d  i n  
p h o n o l o g i c a l  dea c h i p t i o n a  , y e t  t h e y  i n t e u  e c t  
c o n t h a i s t i v e l y .  Thud it aeema t h a t  a thean  i a  
c h a h a c t e h i  zed by h i g h e h  gkammaLLcal d e d i n i L i o n n  
and n o t  by  a  a t n i c t l y  p h o n e t i c  C h i , t e h i ~ n . "  

And by h i s  own unde r s t and ing  of t h e  n o t i o n  ' s t r e s s  ' : 
11 7 .  Stheaa i a  i d e n t i d i e d  i n  apeech  sounds ais 

intensity oh p i t c h  od vowekh. 



2 .  Pnimany n t h e s s  i s  hecogn i zed  by d e d i n i f i o n .  
a )  I t  i s  Xhat 0 6  t h e  m o s t  i n t e n s e  oh  highesrt 

0 6  t w o  o h  mone vowek2 i n  t h e  same u n i n t e n n u p f e d  
sequence  od apeech s o u n d s ,  and 

b )  Xhis sequence  m u n t  be a  ' a t n e s s  g n o u p ' .  

3 .  Monosyl lables  04  longetr wonds ane dedined af, aXnessed 
on u n s t n e s s e d  acconding Xo wheythe4 t h e y  e v e n  canny 
t h e  phimany s t n e s b  i n  ' nXness  ghoups ' . "  6 

S a l t a r e l l i ' s  n o t i o n  of s t r e s s  does n o t  d i f f e r  c o n s i d e r -  

ab ly  from h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  n o t i o n  of s t r e s s  h e l d  by 

h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r s .  I t  i s  n o t  w i t h  t h e  s i m i l a r i t i e s  o r  d i s -  

s i m i l a r i t i e s  o f  t h e s e  views t h a t  I am concerned;  r a t h e r ,  i t  

i s  s e c t i o n  ( 2 )  (b)  and ( 3 )  t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  q u e s t i o n .  

A s t r e s s  group may comprise more t h a n  one word. I f  t h e  

s t r e s s  group i s  composed of  a s o - c a l l e d  u n s t r e s s e d  word and 

a  s t r e s s e d  word, then  t h e  placement of s t r e s s  on one word and 

n o t  t h e  o t h e r ,  i s  determined grammatical ly .  But t h e  u n s t r e s s -  

e d  word i n  one grammatical  c o n t e x t  may c a r r y  t h e  p r imary  s t r e s s  

i n  an a l t e r n a t e  c o n t e x t  depending on t h e  s y n t a c t i c  and seman- 

t i c  s t r u c t u r e .  This f a c t ,  i s  no t  d i s c u s s e d  by S a l t a r e l l i .  

According t o  S a l t a r e l l i '  s  t h r e e  s t a t e m e n t s ,  which 

summarize h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  term ' s t r e s s '  and t h e  

p rocedure  f o r '  i t s  a n a l y s i s  : 

" ( 7 ) S t h e a s  i s  i d e n t i h i e d  i n  s p e e c h  a ounds i n X e n a i t y  
oh p i t c h  0 6  vowe l s .  

( 2 )  Phimaky atnebs i s  necogn i zed  by d e i i n i t i o n .  
( a )  1 2  i s  Xhat od t h e  m o a X  i n t e n s e  O h  h i g h e s t  

0 6  t w o  04 mote vorueta i n  t h e  a ame u n i n t e n -  
nupXed sequence  0 6  s p e e c h  s o u n d b ,  and 

( 6 )  .this sequence  m u n t  be  a  'a;tneaa gnoup ' ."  

( 3 )  MonosyLlabCes on l o n g e k  wands ane ded ined  a 
s t h e s a  ed on unatneas  ed acconding t o  whqthen t h e y  
e v e n  carny t h e  phimakg a t n e s a  i n  ' a t n e s a  gnoupb ' .  1' 7 



By u s i n g  t h i s  approach ,  an adequa te  a n a l y s i s  of s t r e s s  

would have t o  encompass t h e  r e c o r d i n g  and a n a l y s i s  of a l l  

p o s s i b l e  s y n t a c t i c - s e m a n t i c  s t r e s s  g roups .  But h i s  a n a l y s i s  

o f  s t r e s s  i n  t h e  words of t h e  I t a l i a n  language does n o t  account  

f o r  a l l  p o s s i b l e  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  s t r e s s  g roups .  

I n  c e r t a i n  s o - c a l l e d  s t r e s s  g r o u p s ,  t h e  words which have 

been c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by S a l t a r e l l i  a s  u n s t r e s s e d  a c t u a l l y  do 

c a r r y  p r i ma ry  s t r e s s  - t h e s e  i n s t a n c e s  a r e  where t h e  s o - c a l l e d  

u n s t r e s s e d  word i s  used  e m p h a t i c a l l y  o r  i n  o t h e r  c o n t e x t s .  

Emphatic  s t r e s s  ha s  t o  be accounted  f o r ,  e i t h e r  by s t a t e d  

omiss ion  o r  by r u l e  - t h i s  S a l t a r e l l i  f a i l s  t o  do - I  account  

f o r  i t  by s t a t e d  omiss ion .  

S a l t a r e l l i  c l a s s i f i e d  t h e  words o f  t h e  I t a l i a n  language 

which h e  termed ' s t r e s s e d '  under  t h r e e  main t y p e s  : 

1. Type I :  Ul t imate  

2 .  Type I 1  : Penu l t ima t e  

3. Type I11 : Antepenu l t imate  

I n  o r d e r  t o  a s s i g n  s t r e s s  t o  t h e s e  types  of words S a l t a r e l l i  

p o s t u l a t e d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r u l e s  : 

" R u l e  ( A ) :  Aaaign PS t o  p e n u l t i m a t e  i n  t h e  c u e  0 6  
addixea  + e t + ,  +a+, . . . . 

Rule  ( 8 )  : Aaaign PS ;to a n t e p e n u l t i m a t e  i 6  p e n u l t -  
i m a t e  i a  a h o f i t ,  

Ru le  ( C )  : Aaaign PS t o  p e n u l t i m a t e  0 6  tremaining 
wohda . 

R u l e  ( D )  : Aaclign PS t o  t h e  u L t i m a t e  vowe l  i d  t h e  
wotld ( a )  end6 i n  / ~ / , / 3 / , / u /  ( b )  i 6  3 t d  
p e m o n  a ingu la t r  P u t e n i t  ( c )  belonga t o  
t h e  c l a d  0 6  e x c e p t i o n b  N :  aa t t racan ,  . . .  t l  8 



S a l t a r e l l i  argued a g a i n s t  a  b iun ique  approach be tween 

s y s t e m a t i c  p h o n e t i c s  and s y s t e m a t i c  phonemics i n  ana lyz ing  

s t r e s s ,  b u t  h e  makes use  of  r u l e s ,  as w i l l  be p o i n t e d  o u t ,  

t h a t  have a  c e r t a i n  a r b i t r a r y  degree  and k i n d  of ' b i u n i q u e -  

n e s s '  .' H i s  Rule (A) i s  l a r g e l y  b iun ique  w i t h  morphophono- 

l o g i c a l  c l a s s e s ,  i . e .  p a r t i c u l a r  s u f f i x e s .  H i s  Rule (B)  

i s  a l s o  t o  an a r b i t r a r y  degree  b iun ique  w i t h  p h o n e t i c  cond- 

i t i o n s  w i t h o u t  a  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of how e x p l a n a t o r -  t h i s  i s .  

Rule ( C )  i s  a l s o  b iun ique  wi th  p h o n e t i c  c o n d i t i o n s  and the  

same c r i t i c i s m  can be  l e v e l l e d  a g a i n s t  i t .  And Rule (D) i s  

b iun ique  w i t h  h i g h l y  s p e c i f i c  p h o n e t i c  and grammatical  sub -  

c l a s s e s .  

The q u e s t i o n  h e r e  i s  "Does S a l t a r e l l i  r e j e c t  t h e  b i -  

uniqueness  p r i n c i p l e  on ly  between t h e  l e v e l s  o f  s y s t e m a t i c  

phone t i c s  and s y s t e m a t i c  phonemics o r  does he  r e j e c t  t h e  

b iun iqueness  concept  as a  g e n e r a l  l i n g u i s t i c  p r i n c i p l e ? "  

He s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e j e c t e d  b iun iqueness  between t h e  two above 

mentioned l e v e l s  a l though he p r e c t i c e s  i t  t o  an a r b i t r a r y  

and unexplana tory  and unexpla ined  degree .  However, i f  he 

r e j e c t s  b iun iquenes s  as a  l i n g u i s t i c  p r i n c i p l e ,  t h e n  t h e  

q u e s t i o n  i s  "Why s h o u l d  i t  be accep ted  i n  one i n s t a n c e  and 

r e j e c t e d  i n  ano the r  w i t h o u t  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ? "  I t  i s  however, 

c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  degree  and k i n d  of 

b iun iqueness  between phonet ics /phonology and grammar and i t  

could  advantageously  be used i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  s t r e s s .  The 

i s s u e  i s  such which cannot be pursued  h e r e  - t h e  one of  
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biun iqueness  be tween grammar ( t h e  Non- i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  com- 

ponent)  and phonology ( t h e  I n t e r p r e t a t i v e  component) , i .  e .  

what i s  t h e  degree o f  autonomousness of  phonology,  e t c .  

I n  my a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of s t r e s s  i n  t h e  words 

o f  t h e  d i a l e c t  of  Bovalino Marina I w i l l  d e a l  only  w i t h  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  of s t r e s s  i n  t h e  words and n o t  w i t h  what S a l t a r e l l i  

c a l l e d  ' s t r e s s  g roup ' .  However, i t  may be  neces sa ry  t o  con- 

s i d e r  c e r t a i n  words n o t  as i s o l a t e s  b u t  i n  t h e i r  s y n t a c t i c  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  The c r i t e r i a  used i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  a r e  no t  

s o l e l y  p h o n e t i c  b u t  a l s o  maximally g e n e r a l  morpholog ica l ,  

s y n t a c t i c ,  and even seman t i c  when r e l e v a n t .  

No d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  t e rm 'word' w i l l  be p rov ided  o t h e r  

t han  t h a t  which emerges from i t s  use i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n .  

This  a n a l y t i c  approach i s  n o t  w i thou t  i t s  problems.  
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S t r e s s  i n  Word Phonology 

The d a t a  r eco rded  shows t h a t  most words a r e  s t r e s s e d  on 

the  (phone t i c )  penu l t ima te  s y l l a b l e .  On t h e  assumption t h a t  

t h e  b iun iquenes s  , i n v a r i a n c e ,  and l i n e a r i t y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  be - 

tween ' p h o n e t i c s  ' and 'phonology'  s h o u l d  be  i nvo lved  only  when 

necessary1 ,  we s h a l l  a t t empt  t o  g e n e r a l i z e  t h i s  penu l t ima te  

s t r e s s  r u l e  t o  cover a l l  t he  d a t a ,  thus  making s t r e s s  t o t a l l y  

p r e d i c t a b l e .  The r u l e  w i l l  be o f  t h e  fo l l owing  form: 

WORD STRESS ASSIGNMENT RULE 

n n n V ------+ [+ S t r e s s ]  / C V C #  0 0 0  

Explana t ion  of t h e  i n t e g e r s  i s  g iven  below. 

There a r e  cases  however, where c e r t a i n  words i n  t h e  d i a l e c t  

a r e  seemingly n o t  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t he  s t r u c t u r a l  r e q u i r e -  

ments of  t h e  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule (W.S.A. R.) as 

s t a t e d .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h e s e  words may be  regarded  as excep t ions  

t o  t he  s t r e s s  r u l e  and as a  r e s u l t  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  of s t r e s s  

assignment i n  the  d i a l e c t  would have t o  be more complex. 

For example : 



a) There would be a  l i s t  of  e x c e p t i o n s ,  o r  

b )  The W.S.A. R. would have t o  be expanded t o  c o n t a i n  

f u r t h e r  s u b p a r t s  which would be c o n j u n c t i v e l y  o r  

d i s j u n c t i v e l y  o rdered .  2 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  W.S.A.R. 

may be ach ieved  by the  p roces s  of  p o s t u l a t i o n  of c e r t a i n  

morphophonemic segments o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of phonolog ica l  

p roces se s  i n  such a  way t h a t  t h e  seemingly e x c e p t i o n a l  words 

'obey '  o r  a r e  'made t o  obeyr t h e  s i m p l e s t  form of t h e  W.S.A.R. 

as s t a t e d  above. The consequences of  t h i s  p rocedure  a r e  : 

a) I t  r e q u i r e s  c e r t a i n  phone t i  c -phonolog ica l  p roces se s  

such as  anap tyx i s  be employed, which of c o u r s e ,  have 

t o  be j u s t i f i e d  by o t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  and mo t iva t i ons  

such as  g e n e r a l i t y  of  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  i . e .  most economical 

use  of t h e  f e a t u r e  of phonemic s y s  tem/inventory , e  t c .  

Thus i n  o r d e r  t o  b r i n g  as many as p o s s i b l e  ( p r e f e r a b l y  

a l l )  o f  t h e  seeming excep t ions  w i t h i n  the  scope of t h e  

s imple  form of t h e  W.S.A.R. above,  i t  w i l l  be neces sa ry  

t o  u t i l i z e  and examine more f u l l y  o t h e r  complementary 

means of l i n g u i s t i c  a n a l y s i s  a t  our  d i s p o s a l ,  such as 

t he  examinat ion of t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and c o n t r a s t ,  

s t r u c t u r a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n ,  e .  g. t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  

. b a s i c  forms,  e t c .  

b )  I t  may "complicate"  t h e  phonolog ica l  segmental  s t r u c t u r e  

of t h e  d i a l e c t  a t  a  l e v e l  which i s  n e a r  t o  s y s t e m a t i c  

phonemics, i n  t h a t  i t  may g ive  r i s e ,  f o r  example t o  



consonant c l u s t e r s  t h a t  do n o t  pos se s s  a  one- to -one  

correspondence t o  t h e  p h o n e t i c  d a t a .  Tha t  i s ,  i t  may 

become ' complicated '  by d e v i a t i n g  from t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  

of b iun iquenes s  , i n v a r i  ance , and l i n e a r i t y  . According 

t o  Chomsky and H a l l e ,  t h e s e  p r i n c i p l e s  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  

- a r e  n o t  even a  d e s i r e d  f e a t u r e  of a  phono log ica l  model 

- a l t hough  t h e  degree of  such remaining i n  t h e  model 

( i n v o l v i n g  t h e  l i n k i n g  of s y s t e m a t i c  phonemic and 

s y s t e m a t i c  p h o n e t i c  l e v e l s )  i s  n o t  c l e a r .  

c) I t  may invo lve  what seems t o  be a  compl ica t ion  due t o  

t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  p o s t u l a t i n g  a  /@/ i . e .  ZERO term f o r  

consonant and vowel e lements .  

"Howeven, t h e  p o a t u l a f i o n  0 6  Z E R O  e l e m e n f i  i a  neganded 
ah a  d i n e c t  conaeyuence 0 6  any nek ioua neatrch don gen-  
e h a f i t y .  'I 3 

This  s t a t e m e n t  by Roberts  can be compared wi th  t h a t  

by W.S. A l l e n :  

"we may n o t  have nucceeded y e t  i n  cLeattLy hta;t ing 
t h e  condiLiona i n  which it i a  L e g i t i m a t e  t o  apeah 
0 6  .the pnedence a d  an e l e m e n t .  " 4 

"To t h i n  one might  add t h e  a u g g e a t i o n  t h a t  i n  no 
pant icula tr  cane i n  it ena e n f i a l  t o  employ t h e  
c o n c e p t  a t  a l l ;  and t h a t  i a 2  cln e  ak in  en o n l y  6nom 
Xhe trey uitrementa od g e n e t r a f i z a t i o n .  I' 5 

Since  g e n e r a l i t y  i s  l a r g e l y  coterminous w i t h  a  concept  of 

exp lana to ry  adequacy (See Roberts  ' Consonant and Vowel : 

A Re-examination , 19  71 )  , the  seeming complexity gene ra t ed  

by b r i n g i n g  excep t ions  w i t h i n  t he  o p e r a t i o n a l  bounds of  

t h e  form of t h e  s t r e s s  r u l e  as s t a t e d  above by u s i n g  o t h e r  

k inds  of l i n g u i s t i c  p roces se s  such as anap tyx is  seems we l l  



mot iva t ed  i n  t h a t  i t  ex t ends  g e n e r a l i t y  even though i t  appar -  

e n t l y  i s  a t  t h e  expense o f  b i u n i q u e n e s s ,  i n v a r i a n c e ,  and 

l i n e a r i t y  , and now of t h e  Na tu r a lne s s  Condi t ion  ( P o s t a l  196 8) . 
Also ,  a s  w i l l  be s e e n  l a t e r ,  such a  p rocedu re  w i l l  have t h e  

advantage  o f  ' f i l l i n g  i n '  s o - c a l l e d  gaps i n  t h e  phonologica l .  

d i s t r i b u t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  l anguage .  The v o c a l i c  e l e -  

ment t h a t  i s  g e n e r a t e d  by an anap tyx i s  r u l e  does n o t  g ive  r i s e  

t o  consonant  c l u s t e r s  n o r  t o  v o c a l i c  c l u s t e r s  which a r e  e v i -  

denced i n  t h e  p h o n e t i c  d a t a :  e .  g.  v i s - a - v i s  [ ba rba ru ]  [ b i l a k u ]  , 

[ k a l a b r u ]  . [ r b r ]  , [ -  l k -  ]  , and [ l b r ]  do n o t  occu r  as p h o n e t i c  

consonant  c l u s t e r s .  The p o s t u l a t i o n  o f  a n a p t y c t i c  p r o c e s s e s  

g i v e s  r i s e  on ly  t o  c l u s t e r s  which a r e  n o t  ev idenced  i n  t h e  

p h o n e t i c  d a t a .  Note t h a t  morpheme bounda r i e s  may be ve ry  

i m p o r t a n t  i n  such  c a s e s .  

We t h e n  assume t h a t ,  i n  o u r  s e a r c h  f o r  maximum g e n e r a l i t y ,  

an a t t e m p t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  s i m p l e s t  form of t h e  W.S.A.R. 

i s  w e l l  mo t iva t ed .  Many d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s e  as  a  r e s u l t  of  

t h e  assumpt ion which concerns  l a r g e l y  t h e  n a t u r e  of  s o -  

c a l l e d  ' z e r o '  e l ements  b u t  t h e s e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s e  t o  be 

e x p l a i n e d  r a t h e r  than  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  an a - p t t i o ~ i  reason  f o r  

r e j e c t i n g  t h e  use  o f  ' z e r o '  and t h e  i m p l i e d  s e a r c h  f o r  max- 

imum g e n e r a l i t y .  (See Rober ts  ' Phonology 1)  

I t  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n t  t h a t  i n  t h e  d i a l e c t ,  p a r t i c u l a r  p rob -  

lems a r i s e  t h a t  r a i s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  whe ther  t h e  Word S t r e s s  

Assignment Rule i s  t h e  on ly  means of  g e n e r a t i n g  ' s t r e s s ' .  



There a r e  i n s t a n c e s  where s t r e s s  seems t o  be an a'utomatic 

consequence of  t he  s y n t a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a  s en t ence  b u t  

t h i s  need n o t  be covered by the  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule. 

 o or example, every  'monosy l lab ic '  u t t e r a n c e  o r  s en t ence  

must have pr imary s t r e s s .  Thus, ' u n s t r e s s e d '  words a r e  

s t r e s s e d  when u t t e r e d  i n  i s o l a t i o n  as a  consequence of 

t h i s  g e n e r a l  c o n d i t i o n .  That i s ,  i n  [ k u p a t r i ]  - wi th  

f a t h e r ,  t h e  [ku] i s  u n s t r e s s e d  i n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  (un l e s s  

emphasised) b u t  i f  i t  were used i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  i t  would c a r r y  

pr imary s t r e s s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e r e  may be two f a c t o r s  t o  be 

cons i de r ed  : 

1. The impress ion  of  s t r e s s  w i t h i n  words. 

2 .  S t r e s s  which i s  a s s igned  as a  consequence of s y n t a c t i c  

p r o p e r t i e s .  

I n  t h i s  t h e s i s  we a r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e a l i n g  w i t h  word 

s t r e s s  as an i s o l a t e ,  But  t h e r e  a r e  reasons  t o  cons ide r  

word s t r e s s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  grammatical  c a t ego ry  i n v o l v e d ,  

and i t s  s y n t a c t i c  s t r u c t u r e .  The morphology i n  terms of 

segmental  s t r u c t u r e  of  v e r b a l  paradigms may be shown t o  d i f f e r  

from t h e  morphological  s t r u c t u r e  of  nominal paradigms.  The 

morphological  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  v e r b a l  paradigms i s  more 

complex t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  nominal c l a s s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  

shows' t h a t  t h e r e  may be a  c l o s e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between gram- 

m a t i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s  and segmental  s t r u c t u r e .  I t  w i l l  be 

hypo thes i zed  t h a t  even given t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  

ca tegory  verb and t h e  morphophonemic s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  Word 



S t r e s s  Assignment Rule w i l l  s t i l l  apply  i n  i t s  s i m p l e s t  form 

al though o t h e r  r u l e s  such as a n a p t y x i s ,  o r  e l l i p s i s ,  e t c .  

may have t o  be used i n  ways s p e c i f i c  t o  nominal  as  opposed 

t o  v e r b a l  c a t e g o r i e s  , thus  making c l e a r  t he  morphophono- 

l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  between t h e s e  grammatical  c a t e g o r i e s .  

Only i n  t h i s  way can a  d e f i n i t i v e  and exp lana to ry  

account o f  seeming ( i .  e .  s u r f a c e )  excep t ions  be  p rov ided  

and a  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  n a t u r e  of  t h e  concept  of  i d e n t -  

i t y  and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  b e  given i n  phonology s p e c i f i c a l l y  

and i n  l i n g u i s t i c s  a t  l a r g e .  

I t  may be s a i d  t h a t  s t r e s s  i n  t he  d i a l e c t  i s  phonemic: 

t h a t  i s ,  i t  has  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  words t h a t  

have t h e  same phonemic s t r u c t u r e  b u t  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  gram- 

m a t i c a l  f u n c t i o n s  accord ing  t o  t he  p o s i t i o n  o f  s t r e s s .  The 

s y n t a c t i c  and morphological  s t r u c t u r e  i s  of  c r u c i a l  impor t -  

ance h e r e  : 

D I  ALE CT 
4 

[ l a v a :  t i ]  

[ l a ' ve t i ]  

ENGLISH 

washed 

wash y o u r s e l f  

packages 

why, because  

However, a  g e n e r a t i v e  approach u s i n g  p o s t u l a t e d  b a s i c  forms,  

grammatical i n fo rma t ion  and Phonolog ica l  r u l e s  w i l l  account 

f o r  and p r e d i c t  t h e s e  s t r e s s  p a t t e r n s .  



S e c t i o n  V I I  : F o o t n o t e s  
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2 Noam Chomsky , "Some Genera l  P r o p e r t i e s  o f  P h o n o l o g i c a l  
Rules" ,  Language,  Vol.  43 ,  1967 ,  pp .  102 - 129.  

3  E.W. R o b e r t s ,  Mimeo, S . F . U .  1970. 

4  W. Hass ,  T . S . P . ,  1954,  p .  77 No. 1. 

5 W.S. Al l en , "Zero  and P a n i n i ,  I n d i a n  L i n g u i s t i c s  1 6 ,  1955. 



STRESS : Nouns 

V I I I  

I n  t h e  noun f o r m s ,  a s  i n  t h e  words o f  c e r t a i n  o t h e r  

g rammat ica l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  s t r e s s  i s  p r e d i c t -  

a b l e ,  i. e .  on t h e  p h o n o l o g i c a l  p e n u l t i m a t e  s y l l a b l e .  The 

noun forms may b e  p h o n e t i c a l l y :  

1. M o n o s y l l a b i c  1 

2 .  P o l y s y l l a b i c  

I f  t h e  W.S.A. R. i s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  s t r e s s  on 

t h e  p h o n e t i c a l l y  m o n o s y l l a b i c  nomina l  f o r m s ,  p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  

p o l y s y l l a b i c  forms must b e  p o s t u l a t e d .  These a r e  e x e m p l i -  

f i e d  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

P o s t u l a t e d :  

DIALECT 

/ r e + C  V C / 
0 0 0  

ENGLISH 

k i n g  

v - - - - - - - - - - - [+  S t r e s s ]  / - C V C #  n n n 
0 0 0  

The p h o n e t i c  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s t u l a t e d  p h o n o l o g i c a l  

s e g m e n t s ,  i . e .  /CoVoCo/  i s  [ $ I .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e r e  seems 

n o  n e e d  t o  have  any d e l e t i o n  r u l e s  t o  d e l e t e  s o m e t h i n g  



t h a t  i s  p h o n e t i c a l l y  n o t h i n g  i n  o r d e r  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  

p h o n e t i c  o r  spoken form: i . e .  where b iun iqueness  e x i s t s ,  

i t  may be l e f t  u n s t a t e d .  

DIALECT 

[ re1  

ENGLISH 

k i n g  

I t  shou ld  be n o t e d  [e l  can only occur  a t  word f i n a l  p o s i t i o n  

when i t  i s  s t r e s s e d  and by p o s t u l a t i n g  /re+CVC/, [ e l  i s  n o t  

a t  word f i n a l  p o s i t i o n .  F u r t h e r  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p o s t -  

u l a t e d  /CVC/ o t h e r  t han  [d l  may emerge as a  consequence of 

f u r t h e r  examinat ion of morphophonemic a l t e r n a t i o n s ,  s o  t h a t  

-CVC = 444 a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t a g e  of  a n a l y s i s  can be taken as 

a  ' temporary '  o r  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s t a g e  o f  phono log ica l  r e p r e s -  

e n t a t i o n  r e l e v a n t  h e r e .  That i s  i f  [ r e ]  i s  t o  be r e l a t e d  

morphophonemically by Phonolog ica l  r u l e s  t o  ' r e g a l e  ' , t hen  

/ r e g - i /  may be p o s t u l a t e d  as t h e  b a s i c  form and gi---, b 6. 

The p h o n e t i c a l l y  p o l y s y l l a b i c  nouns which a r e  n o t  s t r e s s -  

e d  on t he  penu l t ima te  s y l l a b l e  a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  under t h r e e  

main groups accord ing  t o  t h e i r  p h o n e t i c  (and s y l l a b i c )  

s t r u c t u r e .  For t h e  forms i n  t h e  f i r s t  group i t  was a l s o  

found neces sa ry  t o  p o s t u l a t e  t he  segments /-CVC/ a t  t h e  

end of t he  spoken forms. For example: 

Group I .  P h o n e t i c a l l y ,  f i n a l l y  s t r e s s e d :  

P o s t u l a t e d :  

DIALECT ENGLISH 

goodness 



DIALECT 

/ t . i  ~ ~ + c , v , C , /  

l k a r i  ta+C,V,C,/ 

/ v i r t u +  C,V,C,/ 

/kafe+CoVoCo/ 

/kumo+C,V,C,/ 

/ r ap+CoVoCo/  

ENGLISH 

c i t y  

c h a r i t y  

v i r t u e  

c o f f e e  

d r e s s e r  

s t ew  

Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

The p o s t u l a t e d  e lements  / + C o V o C o /  i n  t h e  above examples have 

a  [$I p h o n e t i c  r e a l i z a t i o n ;  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  spoken forms a r e :  

Spoken : 

D I  ALE CT 

Ibon ta ]  

[ t j i  t a ]  

[ k a r i  t a ]  

[ v i r t u ]  

[ka fe  ]  

[k umo 1 
[ r a p 1  

ENGLISH 

goodness 

c i t y  

c h a r i t y  

v i r t u e  

c o f f e e  

d r e s s e r  

s t ew  

Note t h a t  t h e  monosy l l ab i c  nouns and t h e  f i r s t  group o f  t h e  

p o l y s y l l a b i c  nouns r e p r e s e n t  a  c l a s s  o f  nouns which do n o t  

o v e r t l y  d e c l i n e  f o r  number o r  gender  - t h e  p l u r a l  form o f  

t h e  above c i t e d  nouns i s  p h o n e t i c a l l y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  of 

t h e  s i n g u l a r  form. The on ly  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  e lement  i s  t h e  

d e t e r m i n e r  : 

DIALECT 

[u# r e  ]  

[ i # r e ]  

[ a # t j  i t h a ]  

ENGLISH 

t h e  k i n g  

t h e  k ings  

t h e  c i t y  



DIALECT ENGLISH 

t h e  c i t i e s  

t h e  v i r t u e  

t h e  v i r t u e s  

* # r e p r e s e n t s  a  word boundary 

Group 11. This  group o f  p o l y s y l l a b i c  nouns may be exemp- 

l i f i e d  by t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

PHONOLOGI CAL PHONETIC ENGLISH 

/b i l k u /  

/k a l b  r u /  

/a$-/ 
/kamra/ 

/ a r b r u /  

/komprt / i /  

/ k r e  d t u /  

/komku/ 

/ t j i m t , f i /  

/b  a rb  r u /  

[ b i  l a k u ]  

[ agka ra ]  

[kamara] 

[ a rba  r u ]  

[ k o m p r a 9 i ]  

[k r e  d a t  u] 

[komaku] 

[ t j i m j q i  ]  

Ib a rba ru ]  

s c a l e  

c a l i b r e  

anchor  

room , 

t r e e  L' 

accompli ce 

c r e  d i  t 

comic 

f l e e  

b  a rb  a r i  c  

Anaptyxis  Rule 

The anap tyx i s  r u l e  i n s e r t s  a  v o c a l i c  e lement  between t h e  

two consonants  whose sequence  does n o t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  d i a l e c t ' s  

p h o n e t i c  sys tem of consonant  c l u s t e r s .  Thus t h e  spoken 

forms y i e l d e d  a r e :  

Spoken : 

DIALECT 

[ b i l a k u ]  

[ ka l ab ru ]  

ENGLISH 

s c a l e  

c a l i b r e  



DIALECT ENGLISH 

[ ank ar a] 

[k amar a ]  

[arba ru ]  

[kompra t li  ]  

[k r eda tu ]  

[komaku] 

[ t j i m z t j i  ] 
[barb2 r u ]  

anchor 

room 

t r e e  

accomplice 

c r e  d i  t 

comic 

f l e e  

b  a rb  a r i  c 

The a n a p t y c t i c  vowel can g e n e r a l l y  be r e p r e s e n t e d  p h o n e t i c a l l y  

by [ d l ,  though i t  may vary  i n  q u a l i t y .  The q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f f e r -  

ence of  t h e  a n a p t y c t i c  vowel may vary  accord ing  t o :  

1. Speech tempo 

2 .  The p h o n e t i c  o r  phono log ica l  c o n t e x t s  

3 .  The l e v e l  o f  l i t e r a c y  of  t h e  s p e a k e r  

Speech tempo i s  d e f i n e d  as t h e  r e l a t i v e  speed  w i t h  which a  

person  speaks .  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  case  t he  f a s t e r  t h e  n a t i v e  

informant  u t t e r s  t he  above words t h e  more l i k e l y  t h e  vowel 

i s  t o  be a  [ a ] .  



Under 3 i t  i s  assumed t h a t  t h e  l e v e l  of  l i t e r a c y  of 

t h e  speake r s  of  t h i s  d i a l e c t  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  q u a 1 i . t ~  of t h e  

a n a p t y c t i c  vowel and of t h e  o t h e r  vowels i n  t h e  d i a l e c t ' s  

l i n g u i s t i c  sys tem.  The a n a p t y c t i c  vowel i n  any of t h e  

above mentioned words,  when u t t e r e d  a t  a  slow tempo, may 

f o r  l i t e r a t e  speake r s  be  s i m i l a r  i n  q u a l i t y  t o  t h e  vowel i n  

t h e  cor responding  p l a c e  o f  t h e  w r i t t e n  word i n  S tandard  

I t a l i a n  and show a  one- to -one  correspondence between t h e  

! l e t t e r t  used i n  t he  s p e l l i n g  and i t s  most common p h o n e t i c  

r e a l i s a t i o n ,  i . e .  {i] = [ i ] ,  [a} = [ a ] ,  e t c .  

T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  phonology may be a f f e c t e d  by t h e  

s t r e n g t h  of  t h e  v i s u a l  a s p e c t  of  t h e  cor responding  w r i t t e n  

I t a l i a n  word. This r a i s e s  t he  q u e s t i o n  of how t o  handle  
. . 

t h e  e f f e c t  of  s p e l l i n ' g  p ronunc i a t i on  and s t i l l  main ta in  

phono log ica l  g e n e r a l i t y .  

D r .  E.W. Roberts  has  sugges t ed  t h a t  t h i s  f e a t u r e  could  

be t r e a t e d  as a  k i n d  of  ' o p t i c o - p h o n e t i c t  appendage t o  t he  

phono log ica l  component p rope r  which may change va lues  s u p p l i e d  

by phono log ica l  r u l e s .  Thus, an a n a p t y c t i c  vowel t h a t  i s  

p r e d i c t a b l e  g e n e r a l l y  as a  [a] t y p e ,  may be given phonologic-  

a l l y  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  q u a l i t i e s  by t h e  ! o p t i c a l 1  appendage t o  

t h e  phonolog ica l  component, e .  g. 

S p e l l i n g  S . I .  D i  a l e  c t  

[a] - - > [ i ]  as i n  [ a r b i t r u ]  a r b i  t r o  1 arba t r u ]  

[a] --,la] as i n  [barbaru]  barb  a r o  [b a rb  a r u ]  



Under 2 a  s c h e m a t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  v a r i -  

a t i o n s  o f  [a] may be g iven  : 

High 

T 
Spread  Fron t  a .- Back Rounded 

1. 
Low 

The q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  a n a p t y c t i c  vowel i s  de te rmined  by t h e  

p r e c e d i n g  consonant  o r  consonants  and i s  p r e d i c t a b l e .  

For example ,  i f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  consonant  i s  a  l a b i a l  o r  a  

v e l a r ,  t h e  vowel q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  a n a p t y c t i c  vowel may va ry  

from [a ]  t o  [u]  , i .  e .  [ amikevu l i ]  

[ pan iku lu ]  

[ a rbu ru ]  

I f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  consonant  i s  a  d e n t a l ,  o r  t h e  a f f r i c a t e  

[ t f ]  , t h e n  t h e  a n a p t y c t i c  vowel may v a r y  from [ a ]  t o  [ i ]  , 

i . e . [novesimu] 

[ c i n i s i m u ]  

[de t j i m u ]  

I t s  q u a l i t y  may be a l s o  de te rmined  by t h e  p r e c e d i n g  s t r e s s e d  

vowel,  i . e .  [ b i l i k u ]  

[kimika] 

[ k a l a b r u ]  



S e c t i o n  VIII : Footnotes  

1 Note t h a t  a l l  Nouns a r e  s t r e s s e d  b u t  t h e  W.S.A. R .  
phonologi  c x r u l e  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  g e n e r a t e  t h e  c o r r e c t  
p l a c e  of  s t r e s s .  



STRESS : Adjec t ive s  

I n  o r d e r  t o  d e s c r i b e  t he  p o s i t i o n  of s t r e s s  i n  t he  

a d j e c t i v e s  i t  was neces sa ry  t o  c l a s s i f y  a l l  t h e  a d j e c t i v a l  

forms accord ing  t o  t h e i r  s o -  c a l l e d  s y l l a b i c  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e i r  

morphemic s t r u c t u r e  and t h e i r  grammatical  f u n c t i o n .  When 

t h e s e  forms a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  accord ing  t o  t h e i r  s y l l a b i c  

s t r u c t u r e ,  t hey  sub-  d i v i d e  i n t o  two major groups : 

1. Monosyl labic  

2 .  P o l y s y l l a b i c :  

a) d i s y l l a b i c  

b )  o t h e r  t han  d i s y l l a b i c  

The monosy l lab ic  a d j e c t i v e s  a r e  of  t h e  fo l l owing  type :  

Spoken : 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

[b l u l  b  l u e  

The form [ b l u ]  seems t o  be an e x c e p t i o n :  

1. In  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule ,  

i t  i s  always a  s t r e s s e d  p h o n e t i c a l l y  monosy l lab ic  

s t r u c t u r e .  

2 .  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i t s  consonant c l u s t e r  which g e n e r a l l y  



a t  word i n i t i a l  p o s i t i o n  [ b l ]  'becomes' [ b j - 1 ,  i . e .  

lb londa] -* [b j  onda] . 
3. I t  does n o t  d e c l i n e  o r  obey t h e  laws of agreement ,  

e i t h e r  of gender o r  number. 

There seems t o  be s e v e r a l  ways of  account ing  f o r  t h i s  form. 

Two of them a r e :  

1. We can p o s t u l a t e  t h e  p o l y s y l l a b i c  form /blu+CVC/, 

and t h u s  t h e  W.S.A.R. can apply and s t r e s s  t h e  

penu l t ima te  s y l l a b l e .  There would n o t  be a  need 

f o r  more r u l e s ,  e. g. d e l e t i o n  r u l e s  t o  y i e l d  the  

spoken form, f o r  t h e  p h o n e t i c  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

p o s t u l a t e d  /+CVC/  i s  [a ] .  

2 .  I t  can be assumed t h a t  s t r e s s  i s  n o t  a  f e a t u r e  o f  

t h e  v o c a l i c  element only  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  i t  ex tends  

t o  e lements  p r eced ing  and fo l l owing  t h e  s o -  c a l l e d  

s t r e s s e d  vowel. Thus t h e r e  i s  good mo t iva t i on  t o  

p o s t u l a t e  /b+V+lu/  o r  /bVluCVC/ as t h e  phono log ica l  

form of I b l u ] .  

This i s  t h e  converse  o f  c o n f l a t i n g  consonant c l u s t e r s  by 

phono log ica l l y  p o s t u l a t i n g  a  vowel b u t  p h o n e t i c a l l y  we have 

brought  t h e  consonants t o g e t h e r .  The p o s t u l a t e d  / + V + /  i s  

t o  be cons ide red  as v o c a l i c i t y  o n l y ,  i . e .  = zero .  The 

v o c a l i c i t y  cannot be given t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of  any of 

t he  vowel phonemes of  t he  d i a l e c t ,  t h a t  i s ,  i t  cannot be 

e i t h e r  l i ] ,  l e ] ,  1 0 3 ,  l u ] ,  [ a ] ,  s i n c e  they  c o n t r a s t  h e r e .  

I f  s p e c i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  v o c a l i c i t y  neces sa ry  can be repre-  



s e n t e d  by la] o r  161. The p re sence  of  t h e  v o c a l i c i t y  seems 

t o  be i n d i c a t e d  and w e l l  mot iva ted  by t h e  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  of 

[b]  and [I] .  A low p h o n e t i c  r u l e  would t hen  have t o  be 

a p p l i e d  t o  d e f i n e  t he  change from [b$l]  - [ b l ] .  Th is  p r o -  

cess  can be exempl i f i ed  t h u s  : 

P o s t u l a t e d :  

D I  ALE CT 

/b+V+ l u +  CVC/ 

ENGLISH 

b  l u e  

1. Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

The p h o n e t i c  r e a l i z a t i o n  of / + C V C /  i s  [ $ I ,  t h e r e f o r e  t h e r e  i s  

no need f o r  r u l e s  t o  d e l e t e  t h e  p o s t u l a t e d  / + C V C / .  

/V /  = morphophoneme 

/v/ - - - - - - -b 163 thus  [ b a l l  - - - -  Ib11 

[bdlu$d$] - -  - - -  - - [b lu]  

The q u a l i f i e r  [cu] a l s o  seems t o  be an e x c e p t i o n  t o  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d :  

1. I t  does n o t  o v e r t l y  d e c l i n e  o r  obey t h e  laws o f  

agreement.  

2 .  I n  c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i a b l e  s y n t a c t i c  f u n c t i o n s  i t  i s  

s t r e s s e d  and i n  o t h e r s  i t  i s  u n s t r e s s e d .  

This  form i s  u n s t r e s s e d  whenever i t  i s  used as a  s imple  

q u a n t i f i e r  f u n c t i o n  and i s  s t r e s s e d  when used as an i n d e f i n i t e  

nominal.  I f  [cu] p recedes  t h e  nominal  form i t  q u a n t i f i e s ,  

t hen  i t  i s  u n s t r e s s e d .  For example : 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

#vo ju#cu#pani  # I want more b read  



Note i t s  f u n c t i o n  as a  q u a n t i f i e r - a d v e r b  used w i t h  a d j e c t i v e s  

where i t  i s  a l s o  u n s t r e s s e d ,  e . g .  

DIALECT ENGLISH 

#kiXa#e#cu#bel :  a #  That  one i s  more 
b e a u t i f u l  

I f  t he  form [cu] does n o t  p recede  an o v e r t  word which i t  

m o d i f i e s ,  t h e n  i t  i s  s t r e s s e d ,  e . g .  

D I  ALE CT ENGLISH 

I want more 

Give me more 

We p o s t u l a t e  t h a t  t h e  s t r e s s e d  [cu] has  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  

/ cu+ CVC/ . 
Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule a p p l i e s  as s t r e s s e s  [cu-1.  Again 

t h e r e  i s  no need f o r  r u l e s  t o  ' d e l e t e '  t h e  /+CVC/ f o r  t h e  

p h o n e t i c  r e a l i z a t i o n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  4 .  Note t h a t  /CVC/ ( -  ( [ $ I )  

h e r e  can be r ega rded  as hav ing  t h e  morphological  f u n c t i o n  o r  

s t a t u s  of  a  nominal  s u f f i x .  

The d i s y l l a b i c  a d j e c t i v e s  a r e  e x e m p l i f i e d  by t h e  fo l l ow-  

i n g :  

D I  ALE CT 

[k a r  du] 

[bo :nu] 

[va : l u ]  

[ a r t u ]  

[ ru s  u] 

ENGLISH 

warm 

good 

low 

t a l l  

r e d  

Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule a p p l i e s  q u i t e  s imply i n  t h e s e  

ca se s .  



The p o l y s y l l a b i c  a d j e c t i v e s  o t h e r  t han  t h e  d i s y l l a b i c  

ones may be f u r t h e r  subd iv ided  accord ing  t o  t h e i r  morphemic 

s t r u c t u r e  : 

1. Root + p a r t i c i p i a l  morpheme + genJer/number 

morpheme 

2 .  Root + a) a d j e c t i v a l  comparative degree morpheme 

b )  a d j e c t i v a l  s u p e r l a t i v e  degree  morpheme 

3 .  Root + gender/number morpheme ( s i m p l e ,  non- de r ived  

a d j e c t i v a l  forms) .  

The a d j e c t i v a l  forms composed of t h e  combination of a 

r o o t  morpheme p l u s  a  p a r t i c i p i a l  morpheme p l u s  a  gender /  

number morpheme marker a r e  of  t h e  fo l l owing  type  : 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

[barbu :  t u ]  

[vapa : t u ]  

[ l a v a : t u ]  

[warda: t u ]  

bea rded  

wet  

washed 

w a t  che d  

Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule a p p l i e s  w i t h o u t  compl ica t ion .  

The forms c l a s s i f i e d  under 2 .  ( a )  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  

s t r e s s  be done on ~ o s t u l a t e d  s t r u c t u r e s ,  which a f t e r  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  Anaptyxis Rule w i l l  y i e l d  t he  correspond-  

i n g  spoken forms : 

D I  ALE CT 

I Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

I 1  Anaptyxis Rule 

ENGLISH 

ami ab l e  

f r i e n d l y  

l i k e a b l e  

washable 



The a n a p t y c t i c  vowel i n  t h e  above examples i s  o f  a [a] t o  

[IJ] t y p e .  I t s  i n s e r t i o n  i n  t he  environment  VC - CV y i e l d s  
[ b l  111 

t h e  spoken forms : 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

[amabali  ]  

[ amikeva l i  ]  

[p j a t l e v a l i  ]  

[ lavaba li ] 

ami ab l e  

f r i e n d l y  

l i k a b l e  

washable  

And t h e  forms c l a s s i f i e d  under  2 .  (b)  a r e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

t ype  : 

BASIC FORM ENGLISH 

b i t t e r e s t  

t a l l e s t  

f u l l e s t  

I  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

I 1  Anaptyxis  Rule - t h i s  y i e l d s  t h e  spoken forms : 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

[amarisa mu] 

[ a r t i s a m u ]  

[c in i samu]  

b i t t e r e s t  

t a l l e s t  

f u l l e s t  

The t h i r d  group o f  a d j e c t i v e s  t y p i f i e s  t h e  s i m p l e ,  non -de r ived  

forms which a r e  composed of a  r o o t  morpheme o r  s t em and a 

gender/number morpheme. The type  of phono log i ca l  s t r u c t u r e s  

p o s t u l a t e d  f o r  t h i s  c l a s s  o f  a d j e c t i v a l  forms a r e :  

DIALECT ENGLISH 

/b arb  r u /  

/ f imna/  

b a rb  a r i  c  

female  



I Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

I1 Anaptyxis Rule 

This  y i e l d s  t h e  spoken forms:  

DIALECT ENGLISH 

[b arb2 r u ]  

[ f i m ~ n a ]  

b arb  a r i  c  

female 

Note [m] i s  q u i t e  l o n g  as expec ted .  

The sequence o f  [ l ]  + consonant found i n  S t anda rd  I t a l i a n  

words g e n e r a l l y  becomes [ r ]  + consonant i n  t h e  spoken forms 

of  t h e  d i a l e c t .  For example : 

DIALECT 

[k a rdu]  

[ a r t u ]  

[ k a r t j  i ]  i 

[arb2 r u ]  

STANDARD ITALIAN 

[ka ldo]  

[ a l t o ]  

[ka l t Je ]  

[ a l b e r o ]  

Though t h e  p h o n e t i c  sequence of  [ I ]  + consonant does n o t  

e x i s t  i n  t h e  p h o n e t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  words of  t h e  

d i a l e c t ,  i t  does however e x i s t  i n  t h e  p o s t u l a t e d  b a s i c  

forms : 

DIALE CT PHONETIC 

[ b i u k u ]  

[ko l a  ku] 

ENGLISH 

s c a l e  

c h o l i c  

Thus t h e  phonology of t h e  p o s t u l a t e d  forms d i f f e r s  i n  c e r t a i n  

given manners from t h e  spoken forms,  i . e .  i n  t h e  consonant 

c l u s t e r s .  Note t h e  o l d e r  morphological  forms o f  t h e s e :  

/ k o l  + i k /  , / b i l  + i k /  where / i k /  was o b v i o u s l y  a s u f f i x .  



t 
- 89 - 

The r e s u l t  of  c e r t a i n  phonolog ica l  o r  sound change r u l e s  may 

be t h e  d e l e t i o n  of  c e r t a i n  morpheme boundar ies  s o  t h a t  they  

may no longe r  be f u n c t i o n a l .  



STRESS : The numer ica l  forms 

The c a r d i n a l  numer ica l  forms a r e  s t r e s s e d  on t h e  pen-  

h  u l t i m a t e  s y l l a b l e .  Thus [unu] , [ d u i ]  , Ikwat r u ]  , [ t j i g k u ]  , 

[ s e i ] ,  e t c .  a r e  r e g u l a r l y  s t r e s s e d .  P h o n e t i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  

a r e  bo th  s o - c a l l e d  monosy l lab ic  and p o l y s y l l a b i c  numer ica l  

forms. For t h e  monosyl labic  p h o n e t i c  forms we p o s t u l a t e  

phono log ica l l y  p o l y s y l l a b i c  forms . That  i s  : 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

/ t r i + C V C /  t h r e e  

i . e .  e f f e c t i v e l y  [tri]  may be thought  of as /trii / w i t h  a  

g e n e r a l i z e d  s t r u c t u r e  / t r iCoiCo/or  even /triCoVoCo/but 

/ t r i i /  i s  b e t t e r  f o r  account ing  f o r  [ t r i l i ~ t ) i ] .  

Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule a p p l i e s  and /i+i/ ~- [ i ]  

The d i s y l l a b i c  forms a r e  r e g u l a r l y  s t r e s s e d  on t h e  p e n u l t i -  

mate s y l l a b l e  : 

D I  ALE CT ENGLISH 

one 

two 

f o u r  

f i v e  



DIALECT 

[ s e i ]  
h  

[ s e t  i ]  
h 

[ o t  ul 
[novi 

[ d e t j  i ]  

ENGLISH 

s i x  

seven  

e i g h t  

n i n e  

t e n  

I Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule a p p l i e s .  

The p o l y s y l l a b i c  forms o t h e r  t han  t h e  d i s y l l a b i c  ones can be 

s a i d  t o  be (morphemically) compound. This  c l a s s  of  forms may 

be subd iv ided  i n t o  two s u b c l a s s e s :  

1. Numerical forms from e l even  t o  s i x t e e n  whose morphemic 

s t r u c t u r e  i s  : modif ied + m o d i f i e r .  

2 .  Numerical forms from seventeen  t o  n i n e t e e n  whose 

morphemic s t r u c t u r e  i s  : m o d i f i e r  + modif ied by 

Readjustment Rule. The m o d i f i e r  i s  'deci' which 

i s  conver ted  t o  [-DVt/i ] by a  Readjustment 

Rule f o r  compounds and t h i s  i s  [ d r g i ]  f o r  1. and 

[ d i t j a -  1 f o r  2 .  

The former s u b c l a s s  w i l l  be d e s c r i b e d  by p o s t u l a t i n g  the  

fo l l owing  forms : 

DIALECT 

/undVtj  i /  

/ d u d ~ t j i  / 
/ t r i d v t J i /  

/kw a t  : o r d ~ t j i /  

/ k w i n d ~ t j i /  

/S i d v t j i /  

Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule a p p l i e s .  

ENGLISH 

e  l e  ven 

twelve 

t h i r t e e n  

f o u r t e e n  

f i f t e e n  

s i x t e e n  

Note t h a t  obviously  



t h e r e  a r e  many morphophonological i s s u e s  i nvo lved  i n  t h e  

numerals which I  cannot go i n t o  h e r e .  

The forms p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t he  l a t t e r  o f  t he  s u b d i v i s i o n s  

seem t o  have t h e  o p p o s i t e  morpheme sequence i n  t h e i r  s t r u c t -  

u r e  : 

DIALECT 

h  [ d i  t f a s  e  t i ]  
h  [ d i t f o t  u ]  

[d i  t$ anovi ] 

ENGLISH 

seventeen  

e i g h t e e n  

n i n e  t een  

I Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule a p p l i e s .  

The o r d i n a l  numer ica l  forms w i l l  a l s o  be d e s c r i b e d  

according t o  t h e i r  morphemic s t r u c t u r e  : 

1. Simple forms 

2 .  Compound forms 

The s imple  forms a r e  of t h e  fo l l owing  t 

number : 

D I  ALE CT 

[p rimu J 
[sekundu] 

[ t e r t s u ]  

[kw a r t  u]  

[kwintu] 

I ses  t u ]  
h ro t  a:vu] 

:ype and a r e  f e  

ENGLISH 

f i r s t  

second 

t h i r d  

f o u r t h  

f  i f  t h  

s i x t h  

e i g h t  

Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule a p p l i e s  h e r e .  Other  phono log ica l  

i s s u e s  a r e  n o t  d e a l t  w i t h  h e r e .  



The o r d i n a l s  f o r  ' s e v e n t h '  , ' n i n t h 1  , and l t e n t h 1  which a r e  

morpholog ica l ly  d i f f e r e n t  a r e  a l s o  s imp le  r e l a t i v e  t o  t he  

W.S.A.R. and a l s o  r e q u i r e  t he  Anaptyxis Rule. 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

/ s e  tmu/ s even th  

/novesmu/ n i n t h  

/ de t j m u l  t e n t h  

/ u n d i t j  esmu/ e l e v e n t h  

/kwindi t jesmu/  f i f t e e n t h  

/vintesmu/ t w e n t i e t h  

I Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

I1 Anaptyxis Rule 

The a n a p t y c t i c  vowel i s  of  an [a3 t ype .  The a p p l i c a t i o n  of 

t h e  Anaptyxis Rule y i e l d s  t h e  spoken forms: 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

h  [ s e t  amu] s even th  

[novesa mu] n i n t h  

[de t ja  mu] t e n t h  
[un d i  t j e  sa mu] e l e v e n t h  

[kwindi tresamu] f i f t e e n t h  

[v in  t e sa  mu] t w e n t i e t h  



STRESS : Adverbs 

The a n a l y s i s  of  s t r e s s  i n  t h e  a d v e r b i a l  forms i s  s i m i l a r  

t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  a d j e c t i v e s .  The adverbs d i f f e r  from nouns and 

from most a d j e c t i v e s  by n o t  o v e r t l y  d e c l i n i n g  o r  obeying t h e  

laws of agreement f o r  gender and number. The a d v e r b i a l  forms 

a r e  of  t h e  fo l l owing  t y p e :  

1. Monosyllabic 

2 .  P o l y s y l l a b i c :  a)  p o s i t i v e  degree  

b )  s u p e r l a t i v e  degree  

For t h e  p h o n e t i c a l l y  monosy l lab ic  forms t h e  fo l lowing  s t r u c t -  

u r e s  a r e  p o s t u l a t e d  t o  exempli fy  t h i s  c l a s s  : 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

/ cu- CVC/ 

/ d l  a- CVC/ 

/k a- CVC/ 

/ l a -  CVC/ 

more 

a1 ready 

he  r e  

t h e  r e  

The /-CVC/ t h a t  has  been p o s t u l a t e d  h e r e  may be s imply  morpho- 

phonemic o r  morpholog ica l ,  i . e .  / - C V C /  = [ $ ]  may be a d v e r b i a l  

s u f f i x e s .  

I Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule a p p l i e s .  



The spoken forms of t h e  above s t r u c t u r e s  a r e :  

D I A L E C T  ENGLISH 

more 

a1 r e  ady 

h e r e  

t h e r e  

The p o l y s y l l a b i c  a d v e r b i a l  forms i n  t h e  p o s i t i v e  degree a r e  

o f  t h e  fo l l owing  type  : 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

[ma: li] 

[b3 :na] 

[ f  a t f i r m e n t i ]  

[ca :nu]  

[sempri ]  

bad 

w e l l  

e a s i l y  

slow 

always 

Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule a p p l i e s .  

For t h e  s u p e r l a t i v e  degree ,  t h e  fo l l owing  a d v e r b i a l  forms 

a r e  p o s t u l a t e d :  

DIALECT ENGLISH 

s t r o n g e s t  

w o r s t ,  very  bad 

e a s i e s t  

I  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

I1 Anaptyxis Rule 

A f t e r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of the  anap tyx is  r u l e  a  131 type of 

vowel i s  gene ra t ed  between t h e  1 SJ and the  1mj , The spoken 

forms a r e  : 



DIALECT 

[ fo r t i s amu]  

[malisamu] 

[ f a t j i l i s a m u ]  

ENGLISH 

s t r o n g e s t  

w o r s t ,  ve ry  bad 

e a s i e s t ,  ve ry  easy 

The a n a p t y c t i c  vowel seems t o  be neces sa ry  i n  such p o s i t i o n  

. . n o t  only from the  s t r e s s  assignment p o i n t  of view b u t  a l s o  

from t h e  p h o n e t i c  p o i n t  of  view. That  i s ,  any s i b i l a n t  

whenever i t  forms a  c l u s t e r  i t  must a s s i m i l a t e ,  e i t h e r  by 

becoming vo i ced  o r  v o i c e l e s s  accord ing  t o  t h e  o t h e r  conson- 

a n t a l  e lement .  The re fo re ,  had t h e  a n a p t y c t i c  vowel n o t  been 

t h e r e  t h e  [ s ]  would have had t o  become [ z ]  because  o f  t h e  

[m], e . g .  as i n  [zmanja] - a  g r e a t  d e s i r e  ( f o r  some th ing ) ,  

[azma] - asthma. Compare [fantazma] and [ fan tas -ku]  . 



Phonolog ica l  consonant c l u s t e r s  

I n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of  t he  p o s i t i o n  o f  s t r e s s  i t  was nec-  

e s s a r y  t o  p o s t u l a t e  c e r t a i n  phono log ica l  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  

g e n e r a t e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  s t r e s s  i n  t h e  word. By doing t h i s ,  

c e r t a i n  phono log ica l  consonant c l u s t e r s  emerged which a r e  

n o t  evidenced i n  t h e  phone t i c s  of  t h e  d a t a .  These a r e :  

Phonolog ica l  consonant  c l u s t e r s  a t  r o o t  f i n a l  p o s i t i o n  

/-  cc- / 

/ b  I/ /amabl i /  lovab l e  

/b t /  /S  ab t u /  Sa turday  

/dt/ / j i d t u /  f i n g e r  

/thl/ 
h  / b a r a t  l u /  

h 
P  o t  

/ t h m /  / a t  mu/ i n s t a n t  

/ k l /  / a r t i k l u /  a r t i c l e  

/kn/  / j  oknu/ they p l a y  

/ l k /  / b i l k u /  s c a l e  

/mk/ /komku/ comi c  

/ m r /  /k amr a /  room 

/ m t  / /t~irntm f l e e  

/nm/ / anma/ s o u l  

/ t av l  u/ 

female 

wash y o u r s e l f  

t a b l e  



they  were s i n g i n g  

t e n t h  

f u l  l e s  t 

Phonolog ica l  consonant c l u s t e r s  a t  r o o t  f i n a l  p o s i t i o n  

/-  ccc- / 

/ - cccc- / 

/b umb 1 a /  

/komprt/ i /  

/ t enn ru /  

/a$-/ 
/kantnu/  

/ t i r a n t l a /  

/ agg lu /  
/ b r i n d s i  / 
/kakb r u /  

/masklu/  

/kus t t u /  

/vintJ  i s  t vu /  

/ a rb  r u /  

/perdnu/ 

c o n t a i n e r  ( c l a y )  

accomplice 

t e n d e r  

anchor 

they s i n g  

s p i d e r  

ang le  

t o a s t  

c a l i b r e  

male 

c o s t  

you won 

t r e e  

t hey  l o s e  

t hey  b r i n g  

c i r c l e  

s c i s s o r s  

r e f e r e e  

Some of  t h e s e  c l u s t e r s  w i l l  be d iv ided  up by morpheme bound- 

a r i e s  and as such a r e  n o t  phono log ica l  c l u s t e r s ,  e . g .  



The p reced ing  i s  n o t  an e x h a u s t i v e  account of  a l l  t h e  

phono log ica l  c l u s t e r s  neces sa ry  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  d a t a ;  b u t ,  

i t  demonstra tes  c e r t a i n  given d i f f e r e n c e s  between phone t i c s  

and phonology. I t s  l i m i t a t i o n s  a r e  a l s o  appa ren t  i n  t h e  

omission of t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of c e r t a i n  sound changes ,  i . e .  

[ f jam:  a ] ,  [ f u r i ]  , I ~ u m a r a ]  , e t c .  Some of t h e s e  c l u s t e r s  

w i l l  be d i v i d e d  up by morpheme boundar ies  and as such a r e  

n o t  phono log ica l  c l u s t e r s ,  e .  g.  / p o r t + n u / ,  / v i n t ( i s t + v u / .  



ANALYSIS OF THE VERB: A p a r t i a l  s t a t e m e n t  

T h i s  a n a l y s i s  i n c c r p o r a t e s  a  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  p o s i t i o n  

o f  s t r e s s  i n  t h e  v e r b  f o r m s ,  and a  p a r t i a l  morphophonemic 

s t a t e m e n t .  As  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  g rammat ica l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  i n  

t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  verb  fo rms ,  s t r e s s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  p r e -  

d i c t a b l e  f e a t u r e .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  a n a l y s i s  o f  s t r e s s  

i n  t h e  v e r b s ,  a  morphophonemic e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  d a t a  i s  

a b s o l u t e l y  n e c e s s a r y .  Th i s  examina t ion  p o s t u l a t e s  on p r i n -  

c i p l e d  grounds c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  segments  w i t h i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  

o f  t h e  word forms i n  o r d e r  t o :  

a )  Locate  c o n d i t i o n s  where t h e  W.S.A.R. a p p l i e s  

b )  G e n e r a l i z e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  v e r b a l  paradigms 

s o  t h a t  s u r f a c e  form v a r i a t i o n s  w i l l  be  s t a t a b l e ,  

i . e .  p r e d i c t a b l e  by r u l e .  

Thus t h e  h y p o t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  morphemic s h a p e  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s  

marking  t e n s e  and a s p e c t u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e s e  v e r b s  

show a  p h o n o l o g i c a l  s i m i l a r i t y  i n  t h e i r  compos i t ion  seems 

a  r e a s o n a b l e  o n e ,  i . e .  i t s  b a s i c  e l ement s  p o s t u l a t e d  b e l o n g  



t o  a  p a r t i c u l a r  phone t i c -phono log ica l  c l a s s  o r  i n t e r s e c t i o n  

of  f e a t u r e s .  

CONJUGATIONS 

In  t h e  verb sys tem of t he  d i a l e c t  t h e r e  a r e  two main 

verb  con juga t ions  t h a t  may be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by the  q u a l i t y  

of  t h e  penu l t ima te  vowel which corresponds  t o  t h e  t h e m a t i c  

vowe 1 : 

1. / + a + r i /  

2 .  /+i+ri /  

The /+ /  i s  used h e r e  t o  mark morpheme boundary.  

Verbs be long ing  t o  t h e  / + a : + r i /  con juga t ion  a r e  exempl i f i ed  

by t h e  fo l l owing :  

DIALECT ENGLISH 

t o  wash 

t o  r a i s e ,  t o  l i f t  

t o  guide  

t o  work 

t o  p l a y  

t o  s i n g  

Verbs be long ing  t o  t h e  / + i : + r i /  con juga t ion  a r e  of  t he  f o l -  

lowing type :  

DIALECT 

[ f i n + i  : + r i ]  

[kus+i  : + r i ]  

[ s e n t + i  : + r i ]  

[ven+i  :+ri ] 

ENGLISH 

t o  f i n i s h  

t o  sew 

t o  h e a r  

t o  come 



DIALECT 

[kaa+ i  : r i ]  

[ s ap+ i  :+r i ]  

[vol,+i : +ri ]  

ENGLISH 

t o  f a l l  

t o  know 

t o  want 

THE VERB TENSES 

The verb t e n s e s  o f  t h e  d i a l e c t  a r e  : 

1. P r e s e n t  

2 .  Impe r f ec t  

3 .  P a s t  d e f i n i t e  

4. P r e s e n t  Cond i t i ona l  

5 .  P a s t  Cond i t i ona l  - t h i s  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  same paradigm 

of t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n a l  of t h e  verb ' t o  h e a r 1  o r  

' t o  b e 1  p l u s  a  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e .  

The number of conjugated t e n s e s  and moods i n  t h e  d i a l e c t  

may seem a  r e d u c t i o n  i n  comparison w i t h  t he  verb sys tem of 

S tandard  I t a l i a n .  Although fewer i n f l e c t e d  verb t e n s e s  e x i s t  

i n  t h e  d i a l e c t ,  t h e  verb sys tem compensates by an e x t e n s i v e  

use o f  ' p e r i p h r a s t i c 1  t e n s e s  (no t  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ) ,  

i . e .  p a s t  c o n d i t i o n a l .  Thus t o  exp re s s  c e r t a i n  time r e l a t i o n s ,  

a d v e r b i a l  mod i f i e r s  a r e  o f t e n  used: 
/ 

i v a j u  palakwa domani] - I  w i l l  go f o r  t h e  w a t e r  
tomorrow 

[ v a j i  e  s t a t u n i t i  u  - he w i l l  go t o  t he  U.S. 
prosimu anu] n e x t  y e a r  

The d i a l e c t ' s  ve rb  sys tem may be r e p r e s e n t e d  thus  : 



VERB TENSES 
/\ ' \  

/ \ 

/ ', 
/ \ 

/ \ 
\ 

P r e s e n t  Non-present  

/ 4 \ / \ 
/A \  

/ 
Cond i t i ona l  

\ 
I n d i c a t i v e  

/ 
P a s t  

\ 
Imperfect  

(Non- d e f i n i t e )  ( D e f i n i t e )  ( D e f i n i t e )  (Non- d e f i n i t e )  

The morphophonemi c  e lements  p o s t u l a t e d  t o  mark t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

t e n s e s  a r e  as  f o l l o w s :  

P r e s e n t  I n d i c a t i v e  : /8/ 

Imper fec t  I n d i c a t i v e  : / u /  

P a s t  D e f i n i t e  : / x /  

P r e s e n t  Cond i t i ona l  : /$/ 

Of n o t e  i s  t h a t  t h e s e  morphophonemic e lements  a l l  be long  t o  

one c l a s s  o f  sounds :  
+grave 

P r e s e n t  D e f i n i t e  /8/ - - voice  

/u /  
+grave 

P a s t  I n d e f i n i t e  - 
-vo i ce  

Pas t  D e f i n i t e  /x /  - + grave 
- vo i  ce 

P r e s e n t  I n d e f i n i t e  /g/ - + grave 

- vo i  ce 

This al lows a  s i t u a t i o n  of congruence t o  be main ta ined  b e -  

tween grammar and phonology. 



The P a s t  Cond i t i ona l  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  P r e s e n t  Cond i t i ona l  

forms of e i t h e r  ' t o  b e '  o r  ' t o  have '  p l u s  a  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e .  

{ t k  be  } 
t o  have 

I Y  3 

STRESS : Verbs 

Non-Present 

/'\ 
P a s t  d e f i n i t e  

1 
P a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  

[ -  u t u ]  

As p r e d i c t e d  by t h e  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule ,  t he  

p o s i t i o n  of s t r e s s  i n  t h e  verb forms i s  on t h e  phono log ica l l y  

penu l t ima te  s y l l a b l e  o r  vowel. The i n f i n i t i v e  verb forms may 

be ana lysed  a s :  

1. The spoken o r  s u r f a c e  forms t o  which t h e  W.S.A.R. 

a p p l i e s  w i thou t  adding o r  d e l e t i n g  morphophonemic 
I 

e lements .  
I 
1 

2 .  Those verb forms t o  which morphophonemic segments 
i 

have t o  be added o r  d e l e t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  W.S.A.R. can 

apply .  The verb forms c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by 1. a r e  

s t r e s s e d  on t h e  t hema t i c  vowel - t h e  penu l t ima te  



s y l l a b l e  : 

DIALECT 

[ l a v a  : r i  ] 

[ k ~ s i  : r i ]  

[ v e n i  : r i ]  

[ p o t i  : r i ]  

[ v i n d i  : r i  ] 

ENGLISH 

t o  wash 

t o  sew 

t o  come 

t o  b e  a b l e  

t o  s e l l  

The W .  S.  A. R. a p p l i e s .  

And group 2 .  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by on ly  one i n f i n i t i v e  

v e r b  f o r  which a  p h o n o l o g i c a l  form i s  p o s t u l a t e d  s o  t h a t  

t h e  W.S.A.R. a p p l i e s :  

D I  ALE CT 

/ e s + r i /  

ENGLISH 

t o  b e  

I  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule a p p l i e s .  

I 1  Anaptyxis  Rule - t h i s  y i e l d s  t h e  spoken form:  / s r /  - + /sVr/ 

Spoken : 

DIALECT 

[ e s  ~ r i ]  

ENGLISH 

t o  b e  

T h i s  v e r b  does n o t  seem t o  have a t h e m a t i c  vowel ,  and t h e  

q u a l i t y  of  t h e  a n a p t y c t i c  vowel i s  q u i t e  c l o s e .  A complete  

1 
a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  pa rad igm of  t h e  v e r b  ' t o ' b e '  may r e q u i r e  

t h e  p o s t u l a t i o n  o f  a  d i f f e r e n t  b a s i c  form f o r  t h e  r o o t  and 

s u b s e q u e n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  p h o n o l o g i c a l  r u l e s ,  i .  e .  t o  r e l a t e  

t h e  / s /  found i n  t h e  form rsupu] - I  am - t o  t h e  / s /  of [ e s t ]  



- h e  i s ,  e t c .  

THE VERB TENSES 

P r e s e n t  I n d i c a t i v e  

The v e r b :  I p o r t a : r i ]  - t o  b r i n g  

P h o n e t i c  form:  

D I  ALE CT 

[ p o r t u l  
[ p o r t i ]  

[ p o r t a l  
[por t a :mu]  

[ p o r t a :  ti] 

[ p o r t a n u ]  

P o s t u l a t e d  form:  

D I  ALE CT 

ENGLISH 

I b r i n g  

you b r i n g  

he  b r i n g s  

we b r i n g  

you b r i n g  

t h e y  b r i n g  

ENGLISH 

I  b r i n g  

you b r i n g  

h e  b r i n g s  

we b r i n g  

you b r i n g  

t h e y  b r i n g  

The p o s t u l a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  v e r b  forms : 

Verb r o o t  + Themat ic  vowel / a /  + I n f l e c t i o n a l  
e n d i n g .  

The t h e m a t i c  vowel h a s  been  p o s t u l a t e d  as  a  c o n s i s t e n t  e l e -  

ment o f  t h e  b a s i c  form o f  t h e  ve rb  pa rad igm h e r e  b e c a u s e  i t s  

p r e s e n c e  i n  c e r t a i n  p h o n e t i c  forms s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i t  i s  b e s t  

t r e a t e d  as  a  r e g u l a r  and c o n s i s t e n t  p a r t  o f  t h e  p o s t u l a t e d  



b a s i c  o r  phono log ica l  form, i . e .  i t  does n o t  appear  i n  some 

p h o n e t i c  o r  s u r f a c e  forms of t h e  verb because  of  c e r t a i n  

phono log ica l  p r o c e s s e s ,  e .  g. a s s i m i l a t i o n ,  d e l e t i o n ,  e t c .  

I1 Thematic Vowel Ass imi l a t i on  Rule 

[ a ]  - - - - - - - - - - - -  qualities / q u a l i t i e s  - 1 I I # 
[ a / i  Them. vowel 

I11 E l l i p s i s  Rule 

I V  Meta thes i s  Rule 

V Anaptyxis Rule 

This  r u l e  y i e l d s  [por tanu]  

The verb  [ o f r i  : r i ]  - t o  o f f e r  

P r e s e n t  I n d i c a t i v e  : 

Spoken : 

D I  ALE CT 

[o f  r u J  

[ o f r i  J 

[of r i  J 

ENGLISH 

I o f f e r  

you o f f e r  

he o f f e r s  



DI ALE CT ENGLISH 

[ o f r i  :mu] 

[ o f r i  : t i ]  

[o f  r a n u ]  

we o f f e r  

you o f f e r  

t h e y  o f f e r  

I n  t h e  p o s t u l a t e d  form o f  t h i s  v e r b ,  t h e  t h e m a t i c  vowel h a s  

been  p o s t u l a t e d  i n  a l l  t h e  forms o f  t h e  p a r a d i g m :  

P o s t u l a t e d :  

DI ALE CT 

/ o f r + i + u /  

/ o f r + i + i /  

/ o f r + i + a /  

/ o f r + i + m u /  

/ o f r + i + t i /  

/ o f  r + i + u n /  

ENGLISH 

I  o f f e r  

you  o f f e r  

h e  o f f e r s  

we o f f e r  

you o f f e r  

t h e y  o f f e r  

I1 E l l i p s i s  Rule 

Y i e l d i n g :  

/ o f r i u /  - - - - - - -  -'+. [ o f r u ]  
/ofrii/ - - - - - - -  - [ o f r i ]  

/ o f r i u n /  - -  - - - -  - [ o f r u n ]  

I11 Word S t r e s s  Assignment  Rule 

I V  M e t a t h e s i s  Rule 



V Anaptyxis  Rule - i t  y i e l d s  t h e  spoken form: 

/ o f r n u /  - - - - - - - -  -r [o f ranu]  

The v e r b :  [ p o t i  : r i ]  - t o  be  a b l e  

P r e s e n t  I n d i c a t i v e  

Th is  verb  i s  g e n e r a l l y  l a b e l l e d  i r r e g u l a r  i n  handbooks o f  

S t a n d a r d  I t a l i a n  because  i t s  a l t e r n a t i o n s  seem much more 

complex than  o t h e r  r e g u l a r 1  v e r b s .  

Spoken form: 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

[ po t su ]  
[ p o : i ]  

[ p o : t i ]  

[ p o t i  :mu] 

[ p o t i  : t i ]  

[pon:uJ 

I am a b l e ,  I can 

you a r e  a b l e  

he i s  a b l e  

w e  a r e  a b l e  

you  a r e  a b l e  

t h e y  a r e  a b l e  

The p o s t u l a t e d  form o f  t h i s  verb  paradigm i s :  

D I  ALE CT ENGLISH 

I am a b l e  

you a r e  a b l e  

he  i s  a b l e  

we a r e  a b l e  

you a r e  a b l e  

t h e y  a r e  a b l e  

This  ve rb  shows i r r e g u l a r i t i e s ,  v i s - a - v i s  c o n s o n a n t a l  a l t e r n a -  

t i o n s .  For t h e  second  and t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r ,  b a s i c  forms 

have t o  be p o s t u l a t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  account  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n c e  

o r  absence of  r o o t  f i n a l  / t / .  That  i s ,  / - s / #  and / - t / #  



- 110 - 
r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Ordering of the  fol lowing r u l e s  is  c r u c i a l .  

I A f f r i c a t i o n  Rule [ ] p h ]  # [ t ]  -------% [ t s ]  / -- +high 
+ f r o n t  - f r o n t  

This  exludes the  t h i r d  person p l u r a l .  

I1 Dele t ion  Rule 

[ t ]  ----------- t [ $ I /  

I V  E l l i p s i s  Rule 

v ---------- [$I / v (c) # 

This  r u l e  y i e l d s :  

/potsu/ 

/POW 
/ p o t i t /  

V Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

V I  Consonant Delet ion Rule 

Giving : /po : i/ The length  of the  vowel i s  p r e d i c t a b l e  



The o r d e r i n g  o f  Rules  V and V I  i s  n o t  e s s e n t i a l .  

V I I I  Consonant A s s i m i l a t i o n  Rule 

/ t + n /  ----* I n n /  / V V# 
/potnu/ - - - - -  - - - - - -  -sl. /ponnu/ 

The I m p e r f e c t  I n d i c a t i v e  

Spoken form: 

DIALECT 

I p o r t a : v u ]  

[ p o r t a : v i ]  

1 p o r t a : v a J  

[ p o r t  a:umu] 

[ p o r t a : u v u ]  

[ p o r t  avanu] 

P o s t u l a t e d  fo rm:  

DIALECT 

The s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h i s  v e r b  t e n s e  i s  : 

ENGLISH 

I u s e d  t o  b r i n g  

you u s e d  t o  b r i n g  

h e  u s e d  t o  b r i n g  

we u s e d  t o  b r i n g  

you  u s e d  t o  b r i n g  

t h e y  u s e d  t o  b r i n g  

ENGLISH 

I  u s e d  t o  b r i n g  

you  u s e d  t o  b r i n g  

h e  u s e d  t o  b r i n g  

we u s e d  t o  b r i n g  

you u s e d  t o  b r i n g  

t h e y  u s e d  t o  b r i n g  

Verb Root + Themat ic  Vowel + t e n s e  marker  + I n f l e c t i o n a l  
e n d i n g .  



I Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

I 1  Consonan ta l i za t i on  Rule 

Thus [ a ]  + [u]  + C - - - - - -  - [au/ab] .  Note t h a t  t h e  f r e e  

v a r i a t i o n  between t h e  u  and t h e  can be e x p l a i n e d  t o  a 

c e r t a i n  e x t e n t  by t h e  fo l l owing  diagram: 

Opening 

[.o;en - grave ] 

/ c 
[+ grave ]  

IV Meta thes i s  Rule 

/por tavun/  - - - - - - - - - - -  - /por tavnu/  

V Anap t y x i s  Rule 

/por tavnu/  - - - - - - - - - -  - -  /por tavdnu/  

The v e r b :  [ o f r i  : r i]  - t o  o f f e r  

Spoken : 

DIALECT 

[ o f r i  : a ]  

[ o f r i  : v i ]  

[of r i  : a] 

ENGLISH 

I  used t o  o f f e r  

you used t.o o f f e r  

he  used t o  o f f e r  



DIALECT ENGLISH 

[o f  r e  :mu] 

[of  r i  : uvu] 

[o f  r e  :nu]  

P o s t u l a t e d :  

DIALECT 

we u s e d  t o  o f f e r  

you  u s e d  t o  o f f e r  

t h e y  u s e d  t o  o f f e r  

ENGLISH 

I  u s e d  t o  o f f e r  

you  u s e d  t o  o f f e r  

h e  u s e d  t o  o f f e r  

we u s e d  t o  o f f e r  

you u s e d  t o  o f f e r  

t h e y  u s e d  t o  o f f e r  

I Word S t r e s s  Assignment  Rule 

I 1  D e l e t i o n  Rule 

I 1 1  C o n s o n a n t a l i  z a t i o n  Rule 

IV M e t a t h e s i s  Rule 

V Vowel Opening Rule 

v + [ u ]  - - - - - - - - - -  - [ e : ]  / - C 
+c lose . ,  [nas  a l l  [- g r a v e  j 



/ofri:unu/ - - - - - - - - - -  -* / o f r e  :nu/ 

When t h e  t h e m a t i c  vowel o f  t h e  verb  i s  [a]  , t h e  f i r s t  

p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  o f  t h e  i n f l e c t i o n a l  end ing  o f  t h e  i m p e r f e c t  

i n d i c a t i v e  i s  [u]  , and i f  t h e  t h e m a t i c  vowel i s  [ i ]  t h e  

i n f l e c t i o n a l  end ing  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r  i s  p r e d i c t -  

a b l e  [ a ] .  

The a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  verb  paradigms f o r  [ p o t i  : r i ]  , and 

[ v i n d i  : r i ]  would be r e p e t i t i v e  t o  t h a t  o f  p f r i  : r i ]  , and a r e  

t h e r e f o r e  o m i t t e d .  

The P a s t  D e f i n i t e  

The verb  : I p o r t a : r i ]  - t o  b r i n g  

Spoken : 

DI ALE CT 

[ p o r t a : i ]  

[ p o r t a s t i ]  

[ p o r t a : ~ ]  

[por tam:  a ]  

[ p o r t a s t a v u ]  

[ p o r t a : r u ]  

P o s t u l a t e d :  

DIALECT 

ENGLISH 

I b rough t  

you  b r o u g h t  

he  b rough t  

we b rough t  

you b rough t  

they  b rough t  

ENGLISH 

I b rought  

you b rough t  

he  b rough t  

we b rough t  

you b  rough t 

they  b rought  



I  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

11 /x /  - - - - - -  --> [ d l  / V V# 

/ X /  
- - - - - - - 

+ Id1 / V [nas a l l  

Although t h e  /x/ - - - -  - -  [ $ I ,  i t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  ' a c t s '  as a  

consonant which a s s i m i l a t e s  w i th  t h e  fo l l owing  one making 

i t  p h o n e t i c a l l y  l o n g ,  and t h e  p reced ing  vowel s h o r t .  This 

consonant p l a c e  does more than f i l l  i n  a  p h o n e t i c  gap - i t  

f u n c t i o n s  as a  morphophoneme . 
I n  the  p r e s e n t  t e n s e  - /+a+mu/ - - - - - - - - -  /a:mu/ 

I n  t he  p a s t  d e f i n i t e  t e n s e  - /+a+x+ma/ - - - - - - -  /am: a /  

Thus t h e  /x/ i s  a  marker of  t e n s e .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  i n d i c a t i v e  

t e n s e  t h e r e  i s  no o v e r t  t e n s e  marker ;  t h u s ,  t h e  d i a l e c t ' s  

verb t e n s e  sys tem can be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  as ' p l u s  p r e s e n t '  

, and 'minus p r e s e n t '  . 
[ Voice less  ] 

111 / x /  - - - - - - - r  Is1 / [ s t o p  I  
[ t l  

Thus : / p o r t a x t i /  - - - - - - - - A  / p o r t a s t i /  

I V  Rhotacism Rule 

This would i n  t u r n  ' b l e e d '  t h e  me ta thes i s  r u l e 2  and y i e l d :  

The p h o n e t i c  p roces se s  i nvo lved  f o r  t he  / x /  t o  become / r /  

can be p o s t u l a t e d  t o  be t hus  : 



V E l l i p s i s  Rule 

c - - - - - - - - --* 161 / - # 

/ p o r t a r u n /  - - -  - - - - -  -% / p o r t a : r u /  

V I  Anaptyxis  Rule 

/ p o r t a s t v u /  - - - - - - -+  [ p o r t  a s t a v u ]  

S i m i l a r  r u l e s  w i l l  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p a s t  d e f i n i t e  t e n s e  o f  t h e  

ve rb  [ o f r i : r i ]  t h e r e f o r e  i t  w i l l  be o m i t t e d  h e r e .  

The ve rb :  [ p o t i  : r i ]  - t o  be a b l e  

Spoken : 

D I  ALE CT 

Cpoti I 
[ p o t i s t i ]  

[ p o t i  I 
[pot ima] 

[ p o t i s t a v u ]  

[po t a r u  1 

P o s t u l a t e d :  

DI ALE CT 

I E l l i p s i s  Rule 

ENGLISH 

I have been a b l e  

you  have been a b l e  

he  ha s  been a b l e  

we have been  a b l e  

you have been ab l e  

t hey  have been a b l e  

ENGLISH 

I have been a b l e  

you have been ab l e  

he  has  been a b l e  

we have been a b l e  

you have been ab l e  

t h e y  have been ab l e  



I1 Rhotacism Rule 

/x/ -----*. [ r ]  / V V C # 
[nas a l l  

T h i s  r u l e  d i r e c t l y  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e  t h e m a t i c  vowel /i/ by r e -  

d u c i n g  i t  t o  /$/  o r  t o  b p r o v i d e d  t h a t  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  con- 

s o n a n t  i s  / t / .  Th i s  / t /  i s  s t r o n g l y  a s p i r a t e d  and d e v o i c e s  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  vowel y i e l d i n g  / p o t r u n /  o r  . / p o t  r u n / .  The 

W.S.A.R. w i l l  a s s i g n  s t r e s s  n e i t h e r  t o  / d /  n o r  t o  /a/ and 

s o  s t r e s s  f a l l s  on t h e  / o / .  

I11 Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

V E l l i p s i s  Rule 

/ p o t i s t v u /  - - - - - - - - -  -r / p o t i s  t 3 v u /  

The v e r b  : [ o f r i  : r i ]  - t o  o f f e r  

Spoken : 

D I  ALE CT 

[ o f r i  : a ]  

ENGLISH 

I o f f e r e d  



DIALECT ENGLISH 

[ o f r i s t i ]  

[ o f r i  :u]  

[of r ima] 

[ o f r i s t J v u J  

[of r i  : r u ]  

P o s t u l a t e d :  

DIALECT 

y o u  o f f e r e d  

he o f f e r e d  

we o f f e r e d  

you o f f e r e d  

t hey  o f f e r e d  

ENGLISH 

I o f f e r e d  

you o f f e r e d  

he o f f e r e d  

we o f f e r e d  

you o f f e r e d  

they  o f f e r e d  

I Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

I 1  E l l i p s i s  Rule 

g i v i n g  : / o f r i x a /  - - - -  - -* / o f r i a /  

b u t  t h i s  does n o t  apply t o  / o f r i m /  

111 /x /  - -  - - -  - - - - -  - Is1 / - C 
v o i c e l e s s  

[ .:OP ] 
/ p o t i x t i /  - - - - - - - -  - -  / p o t i s t i /  



V Rhotacism Rule 

VII Anaptyxis  Rule 

/ o f r i s t v u /  - - - - - - - - -  -r [ o f r i s t a v u ]  

P r e s e n t  C o n d i t i o n a l  

The v e r b :  [ p o r t a r i ]  - t o  b r i n g  

Spoken : 

DI ALE CT 

[ p o r t  a r i  a ]  

[ p o r t a r i s i  ] 

[ p o r t  a r i  a]  

[ p o r t a r e  :mu] 

[ p o r t a r i s v u ]  

[ p o r t  a r e  :nu] 

P o s t u l a t e d :  

DIALECT 

ENGLISH 

I  would b r i n g  

you would b r i n g  

he  would b r i n g  

we would b r i n g  

you would b r i n g  

t h e y  would b r i n g  

ENGLISH 

I  would b r i n g  

you would b r i n g  

he would b r i n g  

we would b r i n g  

you would b r i n g  

t h e y  would b r i n g  



I  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule 

11 /#/  - - - - - - - - -  -* [8] / v V# 

g i v i n g :  [ p o r t a r : i a ] ,  [ p o r t a r : i a ]  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  and 

and t h i r d  p e r s o n  s i n g u l a r .  

111 /x/ - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - [S] / [S] ; [SS] - - - - -  [S : I 
[ p o r t a r i f s i ~  ------------c [ p o r t a r : i s  :i] 

[po r t a r : i ) / svu ]  ----------a [ p o r t a r : i s  :vu] 

I V  Anaptyxis  Rule 

[ p o r t a r : i s : v u ]  - - - - - - - - - - - -  - 1 p o r t a r : i s  :avu] 

V [ i l  + [$I + C [ n a s a l ]  - - - - - - - -  - [ e : ]  

g i v i n g :  [ p o r t a r  :e  :mu] 

[ p o r t a r : e  :nu]  

Rules ba sed  on s i m i l a r  methods of a n a l y s i s  w i l l  adequa te -  

l y  d e s c r i b e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  s t r e s s  i n  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  ve rb s  

e x i s t i n g  i n  t h e  d i a l e c t .  

The P a s t  C o n d i t i o n a l  

Spoken : 

A u x i l i a r y  - I e s ~ r i ]  - t o  be 

D I  ALE CT 

[ s a r : i a  f u r t u n a t u ]  

. [ s a r  : i s  :i f u r t u n a t u ]  

[ s a r  : i a  f u r t u n a t u ]  

[sar :emu f u r t u n a t i ]  

[ s a r  : i s  : avu  f u r t u n a t i ]  

[ s a r : e n u  f u r t u n a t i ]  

ENGLISH 

I would have been lucky 

you would have been lucky 

he  would have been lucky  

we would have been lucky 

you would have been lucky 

they  would have been lucky 



Spoken : 

A u x i l i a r y :  I n d a v i r i ]  - t o  have 

DIALECT ENGLISH 

h  [ n d a v i r : i a  f a t  : u ]  I would have done 
h  [ n d a v i r : i s  :i f a t  :u ]  you would have done 

h  [ n d a v i r : i a  f a t  : u ]  he  would have done 
h  [ n d a v i r  : e  :mu f a t  :u]  we would have done 

h  [ n d a v i r : i s  :avu f a t  :u]  you would have done 
h  [ n d a v i r : e : n u  f a t  :u]  t hey  would have done 

The P a s t  C o n d i t i o n a l  i s  composed of t h e  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n a l  

of  e i t h e r  t h e  verb  [ e s d r i ]  - t o  b e ,  o r  t h e  ve rb  [ndavk r i ]  - 

t o  h a v e ,  p l u s  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p i a l  form of  any o t h e r  ve rb .  

The s o - c a l l e d  a u x i l i a r y  ve rb  would o p e r a t e  w i t h  t h e  same 

r u l e s  as  t h o s e  u sed  t o  d e s c r i b e  s t r e s s  i n  t h e  P r e s e n t  

C o n d i t i o n a l  verb  paradigm above. And t h e  s econd  p a r t  o f  t h e  

verb  paradigm o r  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' p a r t i c i p i a l f  needs  on ly  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule.  

The ve rb s  I e s a r i  J - t o  be  and [ndavi:ri]  - t o  h a v e ,  w i l l  

n o t  be  d e s c r i b e d  h e r e .  T h e i r  s t r u c t u r e  i s  ve ry  complex and 

would r e q u i r e  s e v e r a l  r u l e s  f o r  an adequa te  d e s c r i p t i o n .  

However, i t  may be assumed t h a t  t h e  paradigms of  t h e s e  two 

verbs  would a l s o  be s t r e s s e d  on t h e  p h o n o l o g i c a l l y  p e n u l t i m a t e  

s y l l a b l e  - complying w i t h  t h e  Word S t r e s s  Assignment Rule. 



S e c t i o n  XI11 : F o o t n o t e s  

'1 Not p r o v i d e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  

2 B .  Newton, O r d e r i n g  Pa radoxes  i n  Phono logy ,  
Simon F r a s e r  Univ.  1970 



Epilogue 

In  concluding t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  I would l i k e  t o  a f f i r m  

t h a t  s t r e s s  i n  t h e  words o f  t h e  d i a l e c t  spoken i n  Boval ino 

Marina i s  i ndeed  p r e d i c t a b l e  by a  very  s imp le  phono log ica l  

r u l e .  But i n  t he  p roces s  o f  t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  what seemed a t  

t he  beg inn ing  t o  be a  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  e x e r c i s e  t u r n e d  i n t o  

a  maze of  c o n s i d e r a b l e  complexi ty  which a rose  i n  t r y i n g  

t o  demonstra te  t h e  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  o f  s t r e s s .  These com- 

p l e x i t i e s  a ro se  o u t  o f  t h e  s e a r c h  f o r  maximum g e n e r a l i t y  - 
i n  o r d e r  t o  cover  and t o  e x p l a i n  what on t h e  s u r f a c e  seemed 

t o  be e x c e p t i o n s .  U l t ima te ly  t h e s e  problems were r e s o l v e d  

by t h e  use o f  a  ' g e n e r a t i v e '  type  of  a n a l y t i c a l  method 

which al lowed us t o  p o s t u l a t e  on n e c e s s a r i l y  j u s t i f i a b l e  

grounds c e r t a i n  morphophonemic segments ; and a l s o  we were 

ab l e  t o  employ phono log ica l  p roces se s  such as  e l l i p s i s  and 

anap tyx i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  make t h e  seeming excep t ions  obey t h e  

W.S.A. R. 

I n  ou r  a n a l y s i s  we have exc luded  c e r t a i n  grammatical  

c a t e g o r i e s  such as p r e p o s i t i o n s  and pronouns.  These gram- 

m a t i c a l  c l a s s e s  would have r e q u i r e d  a  more d e t a i l e d  s tudy  

i n v o l v i n g  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  s y n t a c t i c ,  s e m a n t i c ,  and o t h e r  



r e l a t i o n s h i p s  which l i m i t a t i o n s  of time and space have forced  

us  t o  exclude.  We have a l s o  excluded the  a n a l y s i s  of the  verb 

paradigms ' t o  b e 1  and ' t o  have '  - t hese  would have requi red  

somewhat more complex r u l e s  than was needed f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  

of the  o t h e r  ve rbs .  

A s  t h e  t i t l e  of the  t h e s i s  s t a t e s ,  w e  d i s c u s s  only 

' c e r t a i n '  a s p e c t s  of t h e  phonology of the  d i a l e c t .  Limited 

a s  t h e  a n a l y s i s  may be w e  can c o n f i d e n t l y  say  t h a t  we have 

provided an adequate d e s c r i p t i o n  of t h e  phonet ic  make-up of 

the  sound segments necessary f o r  the  recording  of  the  d a t a ,  

and t h e i r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  r e s p e c t i v e l y ;  a l s o ,  a d e s c r i p t i o n  of 

the  p o s i t i o n  of s t r e s s  i n  t h e  words belonging t o  t h e  main 

grammatical c a t e g o r i e s  : t h e  nouns, the  a d j e c t i v e s ,  the  adverbs 

and the  ve rbs .  

Though t h e  concent ra t ion  of t h i s  t h e s i s  was on t h e  analy- 

sis of s t r e s s ,  we have a l s o  succeeded i n  providing the  d i a l e c t ,  

which h a s  no or thographic  system, with a phonemic inventory 

and phonet ic  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .   his may se rve  a t  some l a t e r  

time a s  d a t a  f o r  a  s tudy of l i n g u i s t i c  change and d i a l e c t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h i n  t h e  scope of a  comprehensive examination 

of t h e  va r ious  a t t e s t e d  forms of I t a l i a n .  

A comprehensive a n a l y s i s  of the  d i a l e c t  would e n t a i l  

an examination of l e v e l s  such a s  the  fol lowing:  

1. The phonological a spec t s  no t  d i scussed  i n  t h i s  

t h e s i s .  

2 .  The morphological l e v e l  

3 .  The s y n t a c t i c  l e v e l  

4.  The semantic l e v e l  
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These I leave  t o  o t h e r  s c h o l a r s ,  whose d e s i r e  is t o  pursue 

s t u d i e s  which involve a g r e a t  d e a l  of cha l lenge .  Whatever 

l i n g u i s t i c  l e v e l  is  t o  be the  s u b j e c t  of r e sea rch  i t  w i l l  

undoubtedly be of tremendous i n t e r e s t  and rewarding i n  the  

r e v e l a t i o n  of c e r t a i n  l i n g u i s t i c  phenomena which c e r t a i n l y  

m e r i t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of today ' s  l i n g u i s t s  before  t h i s  d i a l e c t  

d i sappears  a s  a " . . . .  consequence of progress  i n  ...." 
communication and technology. 
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