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MORAL JUDGMENT DEVELOPMENT I N  U N I V E R S I T Y  STUDENTS: 

THE D I F F E R E N T I A L  EFFECTS OF A  U N I V E R S I T Y  

COURSE R E L A T I V E  TO STUDENTS' 

STAGE OF MORAL REASONING 

P a t  H a n s o n  

R e s e a r c h  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  h a s  

d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  m o d e l  f o r  i n d u c i n g  g r o w t h  

i n  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  i n  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n  i s  t h a t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  i s  e x p o s e d  t o  r e a s o n i n g  a t  a l e v e l  d i r e c t l y  a b o v e  

h i s  own. The  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  was d e s i g n e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  w h e t h e r  

t h i s  m o d e l  w o u l d  c o r r e c t l y  p r e d i c t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m o r a l  r e a s o n -  

i n g  when t h e  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  

was a l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o m o t e  

m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l . o p m e n t .  

The  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

s t u d e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  b a s e d  o n  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  s t a g e ,  

o n  s u c c e s s  a s  m e a s u r e d  by g r a d e s  a c h i e v e d .  On t h e  b a s i s  o f  

d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t h e o r y  i t  w a s  p r e d i c t e d  t h a t  s u c c e s s  w o u l d  o c c u r  

m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  when s t u d e n t  a n d  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  w e r e  a t  

t h e  same d e v e l o p m e n t a l  l e v e l .  

K o h l b e r g ' s  m o d e l  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w h i c h  

iii. 



d e f i n e s  s i x  s t a g e s  o f  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g ,  was u:sed t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

l e v e l  o f  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  of  a  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  man, a n d  of  t h e  s t u d e n t s  e x p o s e d  t o  t h i s  c o u r s e ,  The 

c o u r s e ,  w h i c h  i n v o l v e d  t w o ,  f i f t y  m i n u t e  l e c t u r e s  p e r  week  o v e r  a 

t h r e e  mon th  p e r i o d ,  was a s s e s s e d  a s  h a v i n g  a  p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l ,  o r  

o r  S t a g e  V ,  o r i e n t a t i o n .  The  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  e i q h t y - t h r e e  f i r s t  

a n d  s e c o n d  y e a r  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d ~ n t s ,  o f  whom f o r t y - o n e  w e r e  f e m a l e  

a n d  f o r t y - t w o  m a l e ,  T h e y  were c l a s s i f i e d  u s i n g  K o h l b e r g ' s  M o r a l  

J u d g m e n t  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  i n t o  t h r e e  g r o u p s  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  

semester ;  t h e  S t a g e  111, o r  a p p r o v a l  o r i e n t e d  g r o u p ,  w h i c h  was  

two  s t a g e s  b e l o w  t h a t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e ;  t h e  S t a g e  IV, o r  

a u t h o r i t y  o r i e n t e d  g r o u p  w h i c h  was a t  t h e  s t a g e  j u s t  b e l o w  

t h a t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e ;  a n d  t h e  S t a g e  V G r o u p  who were a t  t h e  same 

l e v e l  a s  t h e  c o u r s e ,  A p o s t - t e s t  was  a d m i n i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  

t h e  semester .  

An a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  p r e - t e s t  a n d  p o s t - t e s t  s c o r e s .  d i d  n o t  

p r o v i d e  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  e x p o s u r e  t o  a  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e  o n e  s t a g e  

a b o v e  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  s t a g e  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  Mas 

e f f e c t i v e  i n  i n d u c i n g  a d v a n c e s  i n  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g ;  e x p o s u r e  t o  

t h e  S t a g e  V u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e  d i d  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  g r e a t e r  a d v a n c e s  

i n  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  i n  t h e  S t a g e  IV G r o u p  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  

S t a g e  I11 a n d  V G r o u p s .  Nor d i d  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  p r e - t e s t  s c o r e s  

a n d  g r a d e s  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r e d i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  g r a d e s  w o u l d  

b e  o b t a i n e d  by s t u d e n t s  w h o s e  l e v e l  o f  m o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  was  t h e  

s a m e  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e ;  t h e  S t a g e  V G r o u p  d i d  n o t  

i v .  



a c h i e v e  more  g r a d e s  a b o v e  t h e  m e d i a n  c o u r s e  g r a d e  t h a n  d i d  t h e  

S t a g e  I11 a n d  IV G r o u p s .  

A p o s t  h o c  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d a t a  s h o w e d  t h a t  b e t w e e n  t h e  

b e g i n n i n g  a n d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c o u r s e ,  t h e  S t a g e  I 1 1  G r o u p  a d v a n c e d ,  

t h e  S t a g e  V G r o u p  r e g r e s s e d  a n d  t h e  S t a g e  IV G r o u p  d i d  n o t  c h a n g e  

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  The  p o s t  h o c  a n a l y s i s  

alsc c h ~ ~ v e d  a significant relationship b e t ~ ~ e e n  S t s ~ e  I\! p r e - t e s t  

m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a b o v e  m e d i a n  g r a d e s .  

The  u n p r e d i c t e d  r e s u l t s  w e r e  d i s c u s s e d  f i r s t  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

t h e  i n d i r e c t  n a t u r e  of  t h e  t r e a t m e n t ,  I t  was s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  m o r a l  

j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  m i g h t  b e  b e t t e r  e v a l u a t e d  i n  t h e  l o n g  term. 

S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  was c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t s  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o r  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t  

w a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  h a v i n g  a n  a u t h o r i t y  o r i e n t a t i o n .  

The  m a j o r  p a r t  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  d e a i t  w i t h  t h e  i i m i t a t i o n s  

o f  a h i e r a r c h i c a l ,  c o g n i t i v e  m o d e l  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  

when a p p l i e d  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s ,  S i n c e  c h a n g e s  i n  e m p h a s i s  

r a t h e r  t h a n  s t r u c t u r a l  c h a n g e  w e r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  

t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  i t  was p r o p o s e d  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  e m p h a s e s  on  

a c q u i r e d  s t r u c t u r e s  o c c u r r e d  a s  a  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  w e r e  d e t e r m i n e d ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  by t h e  s t u d e n t s '  

l e v e l  o f  e g o  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PAGE 

CHAPTER I 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  INTRODUCTION 

. . . . . . . . . .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  P r o b l e m  . . . . . . . . . . . .  T h e o r e t i c a l  B a c k g r o u n d  
!Ycral  Judgments es  nart s f  2 
D e v e l o p m e n t 8 1  P r o c e s s  . . . . . . . . .  
M o r a l  Judgment  D e v e l o p m e n t  . . . . . . .  
M o r a l  J u d g m e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  E d u c a t i o n  
R e l a t e d  E m p i r i c a l  S t u d i e s  . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  The P r e s e n t  S t u d y  

. . 
CHAPTER I 1  

METHOD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S u b j e c t s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  T e s t  M a t e r i a l s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  P r o c e d u r e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  E x p e r i m e n t a l  D e s i g n  

CHAPTER 111 

RESULTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
CHAPTER I V  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  D I S C U S S I 0 N . m . e  
The H y p o t h e s e s  o f  t h e  P r e s e n t  S t u d y  . . . . . .  
Measuremen t  of I n d i r e c t  T r e a t m e n t  . . . . . . .  
The T r e a t m e n t  n s  A u t h o r i t y  O r i e n t e d  . . . . . .  
N o n - H i e r a r c h i c a l  M o r a l  Judgment  D e v e l o p m e n t  . . 

Change as  a Response  t o  E n v i r o n m e n t  . . 
M o r a l  R e a s o n i n g  e n d  Ego M a t u r i t y  . . . .  

C o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  I m p l i c a t i o n s  . . . . . . . . .  
REFERENCES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
APPENDIXA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  C o u r s e  R e a d i n g  L i s t  



PAGE 

APPENDIXB . . * a * ~ * a ~ . a . . a a . . a a ~ a * .  5 9 . . . . . . .  K o h l b e r g ' s  M o r a l  J u d g m e n t  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  60 
G l o b a l  R a t i n g  G u i d e  f o r  S i t u a t i o n  I  of 
K o h l b e r g ' s  Mora l  J u d g m e n t  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  . . . . . . .  89 
S a m p l e  S c o r i n g  Sheet  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  92 

v i i  . 



TABLE NO. 

L I S T  OF TABLES 

PAGE 

I Summary o f  A n a l y s i s  o f  V a r i a n c e  A p p l i e d  t o  

P r e - T e s t  a n d  P o s t - T e s t  K M J Q  S c o r e s  

Combined S t a g e  I 1 1  Group  a n d  S t a g e  
V Group  vs .  S t a g e  IV Group  . . . . . . .  25  

R e l a t i o n s h i p  Between P r e - T e s t  f l o r a l  R e a s o n i n g  

a n d  C o u r s e  G r a d e  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  26 

Summary o f  A n a l y s i s  o f  V a r i a n c e  A p p l i e d  t o  

P r e - T e s t  a n d  P o s t - T e s t  K M J Q  S c o r e s  

S t a g e  I 1 1  G r o u p ,  S t a g e  IV G r o u p ,  
S t a g e  V Group  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28 

Summary o f  C h i  S q u a r e  

. . . . . . . .  G r a d e s  a n d  S t a g e  G r o u p s  34 

v i i i .  



L I S T  OF F I G U R E S  

FIGURE NO. PAGE 

1 P r e - t e s t  a n d  p o s t - t e s t  mean KMJQ s c o r e s  

. . . . . . . . . . .  e a c h  s t a g e  g r o u p  

for 

a m .  

2 P e r c e n t  o f  t o t a l  m o r a l  s t a t e m e n t s  a t  e a c h  o f  

Kohlberg's six s t a g e s  o f  m s r a l  J u d g m e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  f o r  e a c h  s t a g e  g r o u p  a t  b e g i n n i n g  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  and e n d  o f  c o u r s e  

P r e - t e s t  a n d  p o s t - t e s t  KMJQ mean s c o r e s  f o r  

. . . . . . . .  e a c h  g r o u p  a c c o r d i n g  t o  s e m e s t e r  

The p e r c e n t  o f  g r a d e s  a t  e a c h  s t a g e  a b o v e  

. . . . . . . . . . . . .  t h e  m e d i a n  g r a d e  o f  8- 

ix. 



CHAPTER I 

I NTR ODUC 

I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  P rob lem 

C o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  r 

"The c o u r s e  has  had a  v e r y  s u b t l e  e f f e c t  on my 
i d e a s  and o u t l o o k  on l i f e  and i n  such  a  way t h a t  I 
f i n d  i t  v e r y  d i f f i c u i t  t o  e x p l a i n .  I t  has  caused me 
t o  q u e s t i o n  my m o t i v e s  f o r  d o i n g  c e r t a i n  t h i n g s  a s  
w e l l  a s  h e l p i n g  me t o  u n d e r s t a n d  m y s e l f  be t te r . . . "  

"I was d i s a p p o i n t e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  a s  i t  d i d  n o t  
meet my expec ta t i ons . . .  O f t e n  t h e  l e c t u r e s  were t o o  
a b s t r a c t . . .  The v i e w s  and o u t l o o k  I had on t h e  w o r l d  
when I e n r o l l e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  have n o t  changed any  
and I t h i n k  t h e y  p r o b a b l y  were t h e  r e a s o n  I c o u l d n ' t  
a c c e p t  many i d e a s  r a i s e d .  

B o t h  s t u d e n t s  a r e  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  same u n i v e r s i t y  cou rse .  

I t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  each has  e x p e r i e n c e d  t h i s  l e a r n i n g  

e n v i r o n m e n t  d i f f e r e n t l y  and t h a t  Qne s t u d e n t  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  

he  has  been changed by  i t  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  does n o t .  I t  i s  a l s o  

p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e i r  s t a t e m e n t s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  each s t u d e n t  h e l d ,  

when he began t h e  c o u r s e ,  a  d i f f e r e n t  v i ew  o f  t h e  s o c i o - m o r a l  

w o r l d .  I ndeed ,  i t  may be t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  v i ews  w h i c h  u n d e r l y  

t h e  s t u d e n t s '  r e a c t i o n s  t o ,  and  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f ,  t h e  cou rse .  

The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  i s  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t o  u ~ h a t  

e x t e n t ,  i f  any,  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  s o c i o - m o r a l  m a t u r i t y ,  a s  r e f l e c t e d  

by t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  l e v e l  o f  h i s  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  upon 

commencing a  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e  i n v o l v i n g  human n a t u r e ,  d e t e r m i n e s  

E x c e r p t s  f r o m  w r i t t e n  c o u r s e  assessments o f  E d u c a t i o n  201  a t  
Simon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1970. 



2 . 
t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e .  I t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  o n  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  l e v e l  

o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

T h e o r e t i c a l  B a c k q r o u n d  

f l o r a l  J u d q m e n t s  a s  P a r t  o f  a D e v e l o p m e n t a l  P r o c e s s  

m a k i n g  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t s  i s  o n e  a s p e c t  o f  a m o r e  g e n e r a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p r o c e s s .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  by 

p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a s  t h e  g r o w t h  t o w a r d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  m a t u r i t y  ( ~ o g e r s ,  

1 9 6 4 ) ,  t h e  g r o w t h  t o w a r d  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n   aslo low, 1 9 6 2 )  a n d  e g o  

d e v e l o p m e n t  ( A u s u b e l ,  1 9 5 2 ;  L o e v i n g e r ,  1 9 6 4 ) .  I t  b e g i n s  w i t h  t h e  

u n s o c i a l i z e d  i n f a n t  who d o e s  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  m e a n i n g s  a n d  

v a l u e s  i n  h i s  w o r l d  a n d  i s  o n l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  

o f  h i s  own n e e d s ,  As h e  d e v e l o p s ,  i m m e d i a t e  p h y s i c a l  s a t i s -  

f a c t i o n s  become l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  o t h e r s  u p o n  

whom h e  i s  d e p e n d e n t .  G r a d u a l l y  h e  l e a r n s  t o  b e h a v e  c o n s i s t e n t  

w i t h  t h e  c o n c e p t s  a h d  v a l u e s  o f  t h o s e  whose  a p p r o v a l  h e  s o u g h t .  

T h u s  h e  l e a r n s  t o  c o n t r o l  h i s  b e h a v i o r  i n  t e r m s  o f  h i s  s o c i e t y ' s  
I 

e x p e c t a t i o n s .  Many, p e r h a p s  m o s t ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e m a i n  a t  t h i s  

l e v e l ,  c o n f o r m i n g  t o  t h e i r  s o c i e t y .  D e v e l o p m e n t  b e y o n d  t h i s  

p o i n t  t o  a p o s t - c o n f o r m i t y  p e r s p e c t i v e  e n t a i l s  a c q u i r i n g  a n  

o b j e c t i v e  a w a r e n e s s  o f  i n t e r n a l i z e d  v a l u e s  a n d  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  o n e ' s  own c h o i c e s .  F i n a l l y ,  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  



may r e a c h ,  t h o u g h  f e w  d o ,  a  l e v e l  a t  w h i c h  h e  c o n c e p t u a l i z e s  a n d  

e x p e r i e n c e s  h i m s e l f  a s  p a r t  o f  a l l  h u m a n i t y  a n d  h i s  c h o i c e s  a n d  

a c t i o n s  r e f l e c t  t h i s  a w a r e n e s s .  

The a b o v e  s u m m a r i z e s  a d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s e q u e n c e  o f  ego-  

c e n t r i c i t y ,  c o n f o r m i t y  a n d  a u t o n o m y  w h i c h  o c c u r s  a s  t h e  b i o l o g -  

i c a l l y  g r o w i n g  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  c h a n g e d  t h r o u g h  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  

h i s  s o c i o - m o r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  Dewey ( 1 9 1 6 ,  p 49,50) r e f e r r e d  t o  

t h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  when h e  w r o t e !  "Our n e t  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h a t  l i f e  

i s  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  d e v e l o p i n g ,  g r o w i n g ,  i s  l i f e "  a n d  

d e s c r i b e d  t h i s  g r o w t h  a s  i n v o l v i n g  " c o n t i n u a l  r e o r g a n i z i n g ,  

r e c o n s t r u c t i n g ,  t r a n s f o r m i n g " .  

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h i s  g e n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p r o c e s s  

a n d  t h e  v a l u e s ,  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t s ,  a n d  a c t i o n s  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  

h a s  b e e n  r e c o g n i z e d  s i n c e  a t  l e a s t  t h e  time o f  t h e  G r e e k  p h i l -  

o s o p h e r s .  S o c r a t e s  i m p l i z d  t h a t  s ~ p h i s t i c a t e d  m ~ s a l  j u d g m e n t s  

were a n  o u t c o m e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  when h e  s a i d  t h a t  a  man c a n  o n l y  

t e l l  w h a t  i s  good o r  r i g h t  by s e e i n g  d i r e c t l y  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  b u t  

t h a t  t o  s e e  c l e a r 1 , y  w h a t  i s  r i g h t  o n e  m u s t  become p e r f e c t  i n  

s e l f - k n o w l e d g e  ( C o r n f o r d ,  1 9 3 2 ) .  

Among t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p s y c h o l o g i s t s  who c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  

v a l u e s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  h o l d s  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  h i s  l e v e l  o f  d e v e l -  

o p m e n t ,  Is C a r l  R o g e r s  ( 1 9 6 4 ) .  He r e f e r s  t o  u n i v e r s a l  v a l u e s  

e m e r g i n g  f r o m  t h e  e x p e r i e n c i n g  o f  t h e  human b e i n g  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  

t h e  r e s u l t  of a n y  o n e  c u l t u r e .  He c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

c h a n g e s  i n  a p p r o a c h  t o  v a l u e s  a s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  g r o w s  f r o m  



i n f a n c y  t o  a d u l t h o o d  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  f u r t h e r  c h a n g e s  w h i c h  

o c c u r  i f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  grow t o w a r d  " p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

m a t u r i t y " .  He d e s c r i b e s  how v a l u e s  c h a n g e  a s  t h e  c h i l d  g i v e s  u p  

v a l u i n g  p h y s i c a l l y  i n  o r d e r  t o  g a i n  a p p r o v a l  a n d  esteem, t h e r e b y  

l e a r n i n g  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  h i s  w o r l d  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  o t h e r s ,  

F u r t h e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o w a r d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  m a t u r i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

R o g e r s ,  i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  or" uniiier-sal --- v a ~ u e a  '"-- 

s u c h  a s  " s i n c e r i t y ,  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  s e l f - d i r e c t i o n ,  s e l f - k n o w l e d g e ,  

s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  s o c i a l  r e s p o n s i v i t y ,  a n d  l o v i n g  i n t e r -  

p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s " .  

A somewhat  s i m i l a r  p e r s p e c t i v e  t o w e r d  m o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  

t h a t  o f  Maslow ( 1 9 6 2 ) ,  who r e f e r s  t o  a  " h i e r a r c h i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  

s y s t e m  of  v a l u e s "  w h i c h  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  upon  a h i e r a r c h y  o f  

b i o l o g i c a l  a n d  s o c i a l  n e e d s .  The s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  n e e d s ,  

w h i c h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  g r o w t h ,  i n v o l v e s  d e p e n d e n c y  

u p o n  o t h e r s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  c o n c e r n  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o f  o t h e r s  

a n d  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e i r  v a l u e s .  The h i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

t h a t  o f  " s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n " ,  c a n  b e  r e a c h e d  o n l y  when t h e s e  n e e d s  

h a v e  b e e n  s a t i s f i e d .  A t  t h i s  l e v e l  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  v a l u e s  a r e  

t h o s e  w h i c h  a r e  u n i v e r s a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  "good" v a l u e s :  

h o n e s t y ,  l o v e ,  u n s e l f i s h n e s s ,  e t c ,  S e l f - a c t u a l i z e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  

a c t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e s e  v a l u e s  b e c a u s e  t h a t  i s  w h a t  t h e y  

a p p r o v e  o f  d o i n g  a n d  w a n t  t o  d o .  

W h i l e  R o g e r s  a n d  Maslow d e a l  w i t h  v a l u e s  i n  g e n e r a l  t e r m s  

a n d  a r e  p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d  v a l u e s  



o f  t h e  h i g h e s t  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  l e v e l ,  A u s u b e l  ( 1 9 5 2 )  h a s  a n a l y z e d  

e a c h  l e v e l  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p r o c e s s  a n d  d e f i n e d  s p e c i f i c  

s t a g e s  of e g o - d e v e l o p m e n t .  He u n d e r s t a n d s  v a l u i n g  t o  b e  a  p a r t  

o f  s o c i o - e m o t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  o r ,  i n  h i s  w o r d s ,  "a c o m p o n e n t  

a s p e c t  of e g o  d e v e l o p m e n t "  (1952 ,  p  7 ) .  His f i r s t  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  

s t a g e ,  c a l l e d  t h e  p r e s a t e l l i z i n g  s t a g e ,  is t h a t  d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  l e a r n s  t o  c o n t r o l  h i s  b e h a v i o r  t h r o u g h  t h e  a n t i c i p a t i o n  

a n d  a v o i d a n c e  of p u n i s h m e n t .  The i n d i v i d u a l  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  s u b m i t s  

t o  a u t h o r i t y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c c e p t s  i t .  H i s  s e c o n d ,  o r  e a r l y -  

s a t e l l i z i n g  s t a g e , i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  d e p e n d e n c e  

on  p a r e n t s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t  n e e d  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  t h e i r  v a l u e s  a n d  

c o n f o r m  t o  t h e i r  s t a n d a r d s .  A t  t h e  t h i r d ,  o r  l a t e - s a t e l l i z i n g  

s t a g e ,  c o m p l e t e  i n t e r n a l i z a t i o n  a n d  a s s i m i l a t i o n  o f  p a r e n t a l  

v a l u e s  o c c u r s .  The i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  now a c c e p t e d  c o n v e n t i o n a l  m o r a l  

roles. The d z s a t e l l i z i n g  s t a g e ,  g h i c h  occurs  next; I s  t h a t  a t  

w h i c h  h e  becomes a w a r e  o f  a l t e r n a t i v e  v a l u e s  t o  t h o s e  o f  h i s  

p a r e n t s .  V a l u e s  a r e  e x p e r i e n c e d  o n  a s o c i e t a l  b a s i s  r a t h e r  t h a n  

a s  b e i n g  a f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a r e n t - c h i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  A t  t h i s  . 

s t a g e  r e c i p r o c a l  o b l i g a t i o n  i s  r e c o g n i z e d .  The f i n a l  s t a g e ,  o r  

l a t e r  d e s a t e l l i z a t i o n  l e v e 1 , i s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  o n e ,  

e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  d e s a t e l l i z a t i o n  i s  more i n t e n s e  a n d  c o m p l e t e .  The 

s e l f  i s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  f r o m  c o n v e n t i o n a l  r u l e s  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c a l l y  

a g r e e d  upon l a w s  a r e  a c c e p t e d  a s  s u c h .  A u s u b e l  d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  c h i l d  who d o e s ,  a n d  who d o e s  n o t ,  e x p e r i e n c e  p a r e n t a l  

a c c e p t a n c e .  The l a t e r  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a  n o n s a t e l l i z e r  a n d  h i s  



d e v e l o p m e n t  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  a c c e p t e d  c h i l d  i n  t h a t  t h e  

p r i m a r y  p r i n c i p l e  g o v e r n i n g  h i s  b e h a v i o r  i s  e x p e d i e n c e  r a t h e r  

t h a n  p e r s o n a l  l o y a l t y .  

A n o t h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  s o c i o - e m o t i o n a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  p r o v i d e d  

by L o e v i n g e r  ( 1 9 6 4 )  who h a s  a l s o  d e f i n e d  a s e q u e n c e  o f  e g o  

d e v e l o p m e n t  s t a g e s .  L i k e  A u s u b e l ,  s h e  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  m o r a l  d e v e l -  

o p m e n t  i s  p a r t  o f  a m o r e  g e n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p r o c e s s .  S h e  

r e f e r s  t o  h e r  m o d e l  o f  e g o  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  "a c o l l a g e ,  p a s t e d  

t o g e t h e r  b i t s  f r o m  many s o u r c e s t '  ( 1 9 6 4 ,  p  1 9 8 )  a n d  c i t e s  S u l l i v a n ,  

G r a n t ,  a n d  G r a n t  ( 1 9 5 7 ) ,  P e c k  ( 1 9 6 8 )  a n d  I ssacs  ( 1 9 5 6 )  a s  b e i n g  

t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  i n f l u e n c e s .  I n  L o e v i n g e r ' s  f i r s t  s t a g e  t h e  

c h i l d  i s  p r e o c c u p i e d  w i t h  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t h e  s e l f  f r o m  t h e  non-  

s e l f .  A t  t h e  s e c o n d ,  o r  i m p u l s e  r i d d e n  s t a g e ,  t h e  c h i l d  e x p e r -  

i e n c e s  p e o p l e  a s  s o u r c e s  o f  s u p p l y  a n d  a c t i o n s  a s  b a d  b e c a u s e  

t h e y  a r e  p u n i s h e d .  The  t h i r d  s t a g e ,  t h e  o p p o r t u n i s t i c  o n e ,  i s  

t h a t  a t  w h i c h  r u l e s  a r e  o b e y e d  t o  o b t a i n  i m m e d i a t e  a d v a n t a g e .  

I n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  m a n i p u l a t i v e  a n d  e x p l o i t i v e .  The  

f o u r t h  s t a g e  i s  o n e  o f  c o n f o r m i t y ,  a t  w h i c h  r u l e s  a r e  i n t e r n a l -  

i z e d  a n d  o b e y e d .  A t  t h e  f i f t h  s t a g e ,  w h i c h  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  

c o n s c i e n t i o u s  s t a g e ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  o b l i g a t i o n s ,  

i d e a l s  a n d  t r a i t s  w h i c h  a r e  m e a s u r e d  by  i n n e r  s t a n d a r d s .  The  

n e x t  s t a g e  i s  c a l l e d  t h e  a u t o n o m o u s  s t a g e .  The m a i n  p r e o c c u p a -  

t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  s e l f -  

f u l f i l l m e n t  a n d  c o p i n g  w i t h  c o n f l i c t s .  A t  t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a g e ,  

w h i c h  s h e  names  t h e  i n t e g r a t e d  s t a g e  a n d  c o m p a r e s  t o  M a s l o w ' s  



s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  p e r s o n  a c h i e v e s  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  i d e n t i t y .  

M o r a l  J u d q m e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  - 
W h i l e  v a l u e s  h a v e  b e e n  c o n s i d e r e d  d e v e l o p m e n t a l l y  by  a  

n u m b e r  o f  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  o n l y  two  h a v e  p r o v i d e d  a t h e o r e t i c a l  

f r a m e w o r k  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  j u d g m e n t a l  a s p e c t s  o f  m o r a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  P i a g e t  ( 1 9 3 2 )  was t h e  f i r s t  t o  u n d e r t a k e  a d e v e l o p -  

o f  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g :  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c h i l d ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  

r u l e s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  game o f  m a r b l e s ,  h i s  v e r b a l i z i n g  

c o n c e r n i n g  a d u l t  c o n s t r a i n t  a n d  m o r a l  r e a l i s m ,  a n d  h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  

o f  j u s t i c e .  He i d e n t i f i e d  a s e q u e n c e  of  e g o c e n t r i c i t y ,  c o n f o r m i t y  

a n d  a u t o n o m y  b u t  was u n a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  m o r a l  

r e a s o n i n g  t h a t  w o u l d  s a t i s f y  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  h e  d e f i n e d  f o r  

c o g n i t i v e  s t a g e s  ( P i a g e t ,  1 9 6 0 ) .  T h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a s  h e  u n d e r -  

s t a n d s  t hem a n d  a s  a c c e p t e d  by  o t h e r  c o g n i t i v e  t h e o r i s t s ,  a r e :  

1 )  s t a g e s  a r e  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  2 )  t h e y  f o r m  a n  i n v a r i a n t  

s e q u e n c e ,  w h o s e  s e q u e n c e  i s  n o t  c h a n g e d  by  c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s ,  3 )  

t h e y  f o r m  s t r u c t u r e d  w h o l e s ,  a n d  4 )  e a c h  s t a g e  i s  a h i e r a r c h i c a l  

i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h  h i g h e r  s t a g e s  r e i n t e g r a t i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  f o u n d  

a t  l o w e r  s t a g e s .  

K o h l b e r g  ( 1 9 6 3 )  c o n t i n u e d  P i a g e t ' s  i d e a  b u t  w o r k e d  w i t h  a 

d i f f e r e n t l y  a g e d  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  was  s u c c e s s f u l ,  w h e r e  P i a g e t  h a d  

n o t  b e e n ,  i n  i d e n t i f y i n g  u n i v e r s a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  m o r a l  t h o u g h t  

w h i c h  f o r m  a n  i n v a r i a n t  s e q u e n c e .  He was a b l e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e s e  

s t r u c t u r e s  o r  s t a g e s  b y  m e a n s  o f  a n  i n t e r v i e w  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  
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s t o r i e s  w h i c h  d e s c r i b e  h y p o t h e t i c a l  m o r a l  d i l e m m a s .  E a c h  of t h e  

s t o r i e s  o f  K o h l b e r g ' s  R o r a l  J u d g m e n t   questionnaire(^^^^) ( s e e  

w A p p e n d i x  0 )  p o s e  a c o n f l i c t  f o r  w h i c h  t h e r e  i s  "0 c o r r e c t "  

s o l u t i o n .  R e s p o n s e s  t o  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e s e  d i l e m m a s  

r e v e a l  more  t h a n  t h e  s u b j e c t ' s  k n o w l e d g e  o f  m o r a l  c o n t e n t ;  t h e y  

r e v e a l  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  h i s  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g ,  T h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  

h a v e  b e e n  v a l i d a t e d  b y  n u m e r o u s  s t u d i e s  i n c i u d i n g  a c r o s s -  

c u l t u r a l  a n a l y s i s  ( K o h l b e r g ,  1 9 6 4 )  a n d  a l o n g i t u d i n a l  s t u d y  

( K o h l b e r g ,  1 9 6 8 )  i n v o l v i n g  a l a r g e  number  o f  c h i l d r e n  b e t w e e n  t e n  

a n d  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s .  

B o t h  P i a g e t  a n d  K o h l b e r g ,  i n  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  j u d g m e n t a l  

a s p e c t s  o f  m o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  h a v e  b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  p r i m a r i l y  w i t h  

t h e  c o g n i t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  K o h l b e r g ' s  

m o d e l  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  w h i c h  f o l l o w s ,  c a n  b e  s e e n  

t o  c l o s e l y  r e s e m b l e  n o t  o n l y  t h e  g e n e r a l  p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  d e v e l o p -  

m e n t  d e s c r i b e d  e a r l i e r  b u t  A u s u b e l ' s  a n d  L o e v i n g e r ' s  s t a g e s  of  

e g o  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

K o h l b e r g  h a s  d i v i d e d  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n t o  t h r e e  

l e v e l s  o f  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g ,  e a c h  o f  u ~ h i c h  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  twp 

s t a g e s .  A t  t h e  f i r s t ,  o r  p r e - c o n v e n t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  c h i l d  d o e s  

n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  m e a n i n g s  o r  v a l u e s  o f  h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t .  He 

i n t e r p r e t s  a n d  r e s p o n d s  t o  r u l e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  e i t h e r  p h y s i c a l  o r  

h e d o n i s t i c  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  A t  S t a g e  I o f  t h i s  l e v e l ,  t h e  p h y s i c a l  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a n  a c t  d e t e r m i n e  i t s  g o o d n e s s  o r  b a d n e s s  r e g a r d -  

l e s s  o f  i t s  human m e a n i n g ,  O b e d i e n c e  a n d  a v o i d a n c e  o f  p u n i s h m e n t  



a r e  v a l u e d  f o r  t h e i r  own s a k e .  An a c t  i s  b a d  b e c a u s e  i t  is 

p u n i s h e d :  " I t  i s  b a d  t o  h i t  my b r o t h e r  o n  t h e  h e a d  b e c a u s e  my 

f a t h e r  s p a n k e d  me." A t  S t a g e  11, t h e  s e c o n d  p r e - c o n v e n t i o n a l  

s t a g e ,  t h e  c h i l d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  w o r l d  i n  t e r m s  o f  

a c t i o n s  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e n t i o n s .  Now, h o w e v e r ,  

h e  r e c o g n i z e s  e l e m e n t s  of  r e c i p r o c i t y  a n d  s e e s  c o n f o r m i t y  a s  

g o o d  when i t  e n a b l e s  h im t o  o b t a i n  rewards .  R i g h t  a c t i o n  i s  t h a t  

w h i c h  i n s t r u m e n t a l l y  s a t i s f i e s  h i s  own n e e d  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  o t h e r s r  " I t  i s  b a d  t o  h i t  my b r o t h e r  o n  t h e  h e a d  b e c a u s e  

h e  m i g h t  h i t  me b a c k . "  

A t  t h e  s e c o n d ,  o r  c o n v e n t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  c h i l d  n o  l o n g e r  

c o n f u s e s  t h e  p h y s i c a l  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l .  M a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  f a m i l y ,  

g r o u p  o r  s o c i e t y  a n d  c o n f  o r m i n g  t o  t h e i r  e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  

o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  v a l u a b l e .  S t a g e  111, t h e  

f i r s t  c o n v e n t i o n a l .  s t a g e ,  i s  t h a t  a t  w h i c h  t o  b e  g o o d  i s  t o  be 

" n i c e " ,  t o  "mean w e l l " ,  t o  p l e a s e  o t h e r s  a n d  g a i n  t h e i r  a p p r o v a l .  

A t  t h i s  s t a g e  t h e r e  i s  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  s t e r e o t y p e d  r o l e  b e h a v i o r ,  

t o  w h a t  i s  " n a t u r a l l "  o r  " d o n e  by m o s t  p e o p l e W r  " I t  i s  b a d  t o  

h i t  my b r o t h e r  o n  t h e  h e a d  b e c a u s e  n i c e  b o y s  d o n ' t  d o  s u c h  t h i n g s  

a n d  b e s i d e s  no  o n e  w o u l d  l i k e  me i f  I d i d " .  S t a g e  IV, a f u r t h e r  

d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  h a s  a l a w  a n d  o r d e r  

o r i e n t a t i o n .  The i n d i v i d u a l  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  a c c e p t s  s o c i e t y ' s  

s t a n d a r d s  a n d  makes  j u d g m e n t s  i n  t e r m s  o f  r u l e s .  Good i s  t o  

r e s p e c t  a u t h o r i t y ,  p e r f o r m  o n e ' s  d u t i e s  a n d  g e n e r a l l y  m a i n t a i n  

t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  f o r  i t s  own s a k e :  " I  w o u l d  n e v e r  h i t  my b r o t h e r  



o n  t h e  h e a d  b e c a u s e  t h e  law c l e a r l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  i t  i s  wrong t o  

a s s a u l t  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n  a n d  i t  is e s s e n t i a l  t o  h a v e  law a n d  o r d e r H .  

The t h i r d  l e v e l  i s  t h e  p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l ,  a u t o n o m o u s  o r  

p r i n c i p l e d  l e v e l .  A t  t h i s  l e v e l  t h e r e  i s  a n  e f f o r t  t o  r e p l a c e  

r u l e s  w i t h  i d e a l s  o r  w i t h  m o r a l  p r i n c i p l e s  t h a t  h a v e  v a l i d i t y  

a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  a n y  g r o u p  o r  s o c i e t y .  A t  S t a g e  V ,  

t h e  f i r s t  ~ a s t - c o n v ~ n t i o n a l  s t a g e .  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  a  l e g a l i s t i c ,  

s o c i a l - c o n t r a c t  o r i e n t a t i o n .  R i g h t  i s  d e f i n e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s  a n d  i n  t e r m s  o f  a g r e e d  upon  s t a n d a r d s .  T h e s e  

s t a n d a r d s ,  a l t h o u g h  s e e n  a s  n e c e s s a r y ,  a r e  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  

a r b i t r a r y  a n d  c h a n g e a b l e ,  Bo th  t h e  a v o i d a n c e  o f  v i o l a t i n g  o t h e r s '  

r i g h t s  a n d  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  a r e  o f  p r i m a r y  i m p o r t a n c e :  

"Whethe r  o r  n o t  i t  i s  a g a i n s t  t h e  l a w  t o  h i t  a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ,  t o  

d o  s o  would  b e  wrong b e c a u s e  i t  would  i n f r i n g e  on t h a t  p e r s o n ' s  

r i g h t s t ' ,  A t  K o h l b e r g ' s  s i x t h  a n d  f i n a l  s t a g e  o f  moral judgment 

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  c o n s c i e n c e  d e t e r m i n e s  m o r a l  d e c i s i o n s .  R i g h t  a c t i o n  

i s  d e f i n e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  r a t i o n a l ,  a b s t r a c t  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  e r e  

u n i v e r s a l ,  T h e s e  ' s e l f - c h o s e n  e t h i c a l  p r i n c i p l e s  c o n c e r n  j u s t i c e ,  

r e c i p r o c i t y ,  e q u a l i t y ,  m u t u a l  r e s p e c t  a n d  t r u s t ,  The s a c r e d n e s s  

o f  human l i f e  i s  s u c h  a  v a l u e :  "I  w i l l  n o t  h i t  my b r o t h e r  on t h e  

h e a d  b e c a u s e  t o  d o  s o  m i g h t  n o t  o n l y  d e s t r o y  his t r u s t  i n  me b u t  

i n  p e o p l e  g e n e r a l l y  a n d  m i g h t  i n f l u e n c e  o t h e r s  t o  v a l u e  human 

b e i n g s  l i g h t l y " .  

Mora l  J u d q m e n t  D e v e l o p m e n t  i n  E d u c a t i o n  

S o c r a t e s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  " k n o w l e d g e  o f  v a l u e s  d o e s  n o t  
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c o n s i s t  o f  p i e c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  c a n  b e  h a n d e d  f r o m  o n e  

mind  t o  a n o t h e r "  ( c o r n f o r d ,  1 9 6 5 ,  p  4 6 ) .  Yet, a s  Dewey ( 1 9 1 6 )  

p o i n t s  o u t ,  v a l u e s  s u c h  a s  t h e  g o l d e n  r u l e  a r e  s o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  

p a r e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  t h e y  u s u a l l y  a t t e m p t  t o  t e a c h  t h e m  

d i r e c t l y .  A s  a r e s u l t  t h e s e  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  u n d e r s t o o d  o n l y  

s y m b o l i c a l l y  a n d  n o t  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  r e a l i t i e s ,  The  s t r u c t u r e  

~f msral r a a s m i n g  of t h e  p e r s o n  who i s  t a u a h t  t o  r e p e a t  v a l u e s  

i s  n o t  c h a n g e d .  

S i n c e  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o c e s s  we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  d e v e l o p -  

i n g  p e r s o n s ,  i t  is  u s e f u l  t o  c o n s i d e r  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  f r o m  a 

d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  When m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  

u n d e r s t o o d  a s  b e i n g  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  s o c i o - e m o t i o n a l  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  how t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o c c u r s  a n d  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  a r e  m o s t  c o n d u c t i v e  t o  t h i s  d e v e l -  

o p m e n t ,  

N o t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  a r e  e q u a l l y  a f f e c t e d  by a g i v e n  e n v i r o n m e n t  

a n d  n o t  a l l  e n v i r o n m e n t s  a r e  e q u a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  s t i m u l a t i n g  

c h a n g e .  A d e v e l o p ' m e n t a l  a p p r o a c h  e x p l a i n s  t h i s  i n  t e r m s  o f  i n t e r -  

a c t i o n ,  "The  f u n d a m e n t a l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i v e  p r o c e s s  a r e  a n  

i m m a t u r e ,  u n d e v e l o p e d  b e i n g ;  a n d  c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  aims, m e a n i n g ,  

v a l u e s  i n c a r n a t e  i n  t h e  m a t u r e d  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  a d u l t .  The 

e d u c a t i v e  p r o c e s s  i s  t h e  d u e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  t h e s e  f o r c e s " .  

(Dewey ,  1 9 0 1 ,  p  4 ) .  Dewey a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e  e d u c a t o r  h a s  

t h e  " d u t y  o f  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h a t  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h i c h  w i l l  i n t e r a c t  

w i t h  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c a p a c i t i e s  a n d  n e e d s  o f  t h o s e  t a u g h t "  (Dewey ,  



When d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  c o n c e i v e d  o f  i n  s t a g e s ,  t h e  s t u d e n t -  

e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  c a n  b e  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  a n d  s t u d i e d  i n  a  

p r e c i s e  way. P i a g e t  ( 1 9 6 4 ,  p  13) p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  " t h e  c h i l d  c a n  

r e c e i v e  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  v i a  l a n g u a g e  o r  v i a  e d u c a t i o n  

d i r e c t e d  by a n  a d u l t  o n l y  if h e  is i n  a  s t a t e  w h e r e  h e  c a n  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h a t  i s ,  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

h e  m u s t  h a v e  a s t r u c t u r e  w h i c h  e n a b l e s  him t o  a s s i m i l a t e  t h i s  

i n f o r m a t i o n " .  He c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t h i s  g r o w t h  o c c u r s  a s  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o n c i l e s  t h e  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  b e t w e e n  h i s  p o i n t  o f  

v i e w  a n d  t h a t  t o  w h i c h  h e  i s  e x p o s e d .  S h o u l d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t  f a i l  t o  c r e a t e  t h i s  d i s e q u i l i b r i u m  b e c a u s e  i t  is no 

more  c o m p l e x  t h a n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  c a p a c i t y  t o  u n d e r s t a n d ,  g r o w t h  

w i l l  n o t  r e s u l t .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand  s h o u l d  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  

c o n t a i n  a  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  t o o  d e v e l o p m e n t a i i y  a d v a n c e d ,  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  b e  i n c a p a b l e  o f  r e c o n c i l i n g  t h e  d i s c r e p a n c y  a n d  

a c h i e v i n g  a  new e q u i l i b r i u m .  I n  t h i s  case g r o w t h  w i l l  a l s o  f a i l  

t o  o c c u r ,  A s i m i l a q r  p o i n t  o f  v i e w  i s  e x p r e s s e d  by Hunt  ( 1 9 6 8 )  

when h e  makes  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  m o d e l s  whose  a i m  i s  t o  i n d u c e  

d e v e l o p m e n t a l  c h a n g e ,  w h e t h e r  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o r  some o t h e r  a r e a ,  u s u a l l y  d e f i n e  t h e  s t u d e n t -  

e n v i r o n m e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  terms of  a  " s p e c i f i e d  d e g r e e  o f  

d i s p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  p e r s o n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t "  ( p  1 7 ) ,  a n d  t h e  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t o o  c o m p l e x  o r  t o o  s i m p l e  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  may 

v a r y  f r o m  "a  m i l d  w o r s e n i n g  of p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  boredom t o  



s t r u c t u r a l  r e g r e s s i o n @ @  ( p  1 8 - 1 9 ) .  He a l s o  o b s e r v e s  t h a t  when 

i m m e d i a t e  f u n c t i o n a l  o b j e c t i v e s  a r e  d e s i r e d  t h e  m a t c h  i s  u s u a l l y  

d e f i n e d  i n  terms of c o n g r u e n c e  b e t w e e n  p e r s o n  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

kohl berg.'^ model  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  makes  i t  

p o s s i b l e  t o  s t u d y  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  by a s k i n g  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  

q u e s t i o n s .  I n s t e a d  o f  a s k i n g ,  "What k i n d  o f  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w i l l  

promote  moral development?",  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t o  a s k  s u c h  q u e s t i o n s  

a s :  "What w i l l  b e  t h e  e f f e c t  of t h i s  e n v i r o n m e n t  on  t h e  m o r a l  

j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s  who a r e  a t  t h e  same s t a g e  o f  

m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ? " ;  "What w i l l  be  

t h e  e f f e c t  on  s t u d e n t s  who a r e  o n e  s t a g e  be low t h a t  o f  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t ? " ;  "How w i l l  s t u d e n t s  b e  a f f e c t e d  who a r e  two o r  

more  s t a g e s  b e l o w  t h e  s t a g e  o f  m o r a l  judgment  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t ? "  e t c .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  K o h l b e r g ' s  mode l  o f  m o r a l  

j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o v i d e s  a p r e c i s e  means o f  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  s t u d e n t - e n v i r o n m e n t  i n t e r a c t i o n .  

R e l a t e d  E m p i r i c a l  S t u d i e s  

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  no  s t u d i e s  p u b l i s h e d  which  c o n s i d e r  t h e  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  on m o r a l  judgment  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a 

g i v e n  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a t  o n e  l e v e l  of m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  on  

s t u d e n t s  a t  t h e  same o r  o t h e r  l e v e l s .  T h e r e  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  

s t u d i e s  w h i c h  a r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  a r e a .  

T u r i e l  ( 1 9 6 6 )  a n d  R e s t ,  T u r i e l  a n d  K o h l b e r g  ( 1 9 6 8 )  h a v e  

p r o v i d e d  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  d e g r e e  o f  d i s p a r i t y  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o m o t e  

m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  g r o w t h  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e l y  i s  t h a t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  



i n d i v i d u a l  i s  e x p o s e d  t o  s e a s o n i n g  o n e  s t a g e  a b o v e  h i s  own. 

I n  T u r i e l ' s  f i r s t  s t u d y  ( 1 9 6 6 ) ,  a g r o u p  o f  g r a d e  s e v e n  b o y s  

were c l a s s i f i e d  by m e a n s  o f  KMJQ a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  d o m i n a n t  

s t a g e  a n d  t h e n  e x p o s e d  t o  r o l e  p l a y i n g  a n d  d i s c u s s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  

d i l e m m a s  w h i c h  w e r e  o n e  s t a g e  a b o v e ,  o n e  s t a g e  b e l o w ,  a n d  two 

s t a g e s  a b o v e  t h e i r  d o m i n a n t  s t a g e ,  On r e t e s t i n g ,  i t  was f o u n d  

that e x p o s u r e  t o  s t i m u l a t i o n  o n e  s t a g e  a b o v e  t h e  c h i l d ' s  i n i t i a l  

s t a g e  p r o d u c e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  a d v a n c e s  i n  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

The  a b o v e  f i n d i n g s  w e r e  r e p l i c a t e d  by a d i f f e r e n t  m e t h o d  by 

R e s t ,  T u r i e l  a n d  K o h l b e r g  ( 1 9 6 8 ) .  I n  t h i s  s t u d y  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  

p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  m o r a l  a d v i c e  a t  s t a g e s  o n e  a b o v e ,  two a b o v e  a n d  o n e  

b e l o w  t h e i r  own s t a g e  o f  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g .  They  were a s k e d  t o  

s e l e c t  t h e i r  p r e f e r e n c e s  f o r  t h e  a d v i c e  g i v e n ,  t o  r e p r o d u c e  t h i s  

a d v i c e  a n d  t o  g i v e  t h e i r  own a d v i c e .  T u r i e l ' s  p r e v i o u s  f i n d i n g  

was s u p p o r t e d  i n  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a s s i m i l a t e d  t h i n k i n g  d i r e c t l y  

a b o v e  t h e i r  own s t a g e  more  r e a d i l y  t h a n  t h i n k i n g  t h a t  was  e i t h e r  

o n e  s t a g e  b e l o w  o r  two  s t a g e s  a b o v e  t h e i r  own. I t  was a l s o  

c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  p r e f e r  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  a r e  a b o v e  t h e i r  

p r e d o m i n a n t  s t a g e  t o  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  a r e  b e l o w ,  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  f i n d  

t h i n k i n g  two  s t a g e s  a b o v e  t h e i r  own more  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o m p r e h e n d  

t h a n  r e a s o n i n g  o n e  s t a g e  a b o v e  t h e i r  own a n d  t h a t  t h i n k i n g  o n e  

s t a g e  a b o v e  t h e i r  own i s  more  d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  o n e  s t a g e  b e l o w  

t h e i r  own, 

A n o t h e r  s t u d y  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  

i n v o l v i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  c t d n g e  d x ~  G h a t  o f  L o r i m e r  ( 1 9 6 8 ) .  T h i s  



s t u d y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  c a n  b e  i n d u c e d  by 

m e a n s  o f  g r o u p  t r e a t m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  by  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t r e a t m e n t  

u s e d  by T u r i e l  ( 1 9 6 6 )  a n d  Res t ,  T u r i e l  a n d  K o h l b e r g  ( 1 9 6 8 ) .  I t  

a l s o  p r o v i d e s  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t o  b e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  r a i s i n g  t h e  l e v e l  

o f  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  n e e d  n o t  d e a l  

d i r e c t l y  w i t h  t h e  d i l e m m a s  o f  K o h l b e r g ' s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  I n  

L o r i m e r ' s  s t u d y  a  g r o u p  o f  h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s ,  e i g h t y  p e r c e n t  

o f  whom were p r i m a r i l y  a t  a S t a g e  IV l e v e l  o n  t h e  K M J Q ,  were 

r ~ n d o m l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t w o  e x p e r i m e n t a l  a n d  o n e  c o n t r o l  g r o u p .  

The  e x p e r i m e n t a l  g r o u p s  were e x p o s e d  t o  d i f f e r e n t  p o s t - c o n v e n t -  

i o n a l  l e v e l  t r e a t m e n t s ,  o n e  o f  a c o g n i t i v e  n a t u r e  a n d  o n e  

i n v o l v i n g  b o t h  c o g n i t i v e  a n d  a f f e c t i v e  e l e m e n t s .  B o t h  t r e a t m e n t s  

i n d u c e d  i m m e d i a t e  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  a d v a n c e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  

a c o n t r o l  g r o u p .  T h e s e  a d v a n c e s  were o n l y  r e t a i n e d  by  t h e  g r o u p  

who h a d  b e e n  e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  i n v o l v i n g  b o t h  a f f e c t i v e  

a n d  c o g n i t i v e  a s p e c t s .  

A n o t h e r  g r o u p  s t u d y  w h i c h  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  s t u d e n t  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t  i s  

t h a t  o f  H u n t  ( 1 9 6 8 ) .  T h i s  s t u d y  s h o w s  t h a t  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  i s  o n e  s t a g e  a b o v e  t h a t  o f  

t h e  s t u d e n t  i s  m o s t  e f f e c t i v e  i n  p r o m o t i n g  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  g r o w t h .  

W h i l e  h i s  r e s e a r c h  was  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  c o n c e p t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  r a t h e r  

t h a n  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  H u n t  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  h i s  d e v e l o p -  

m e n t a l  m o d e l  s h o u l d  b e  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  m o d e l s  i n  o t h e r  d o m a i n s ,  a n d  

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t h e o r y  c o n s i d e r e d  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  s o .  



Hunt  used a  c o n c e p t u a l  change model t o  match s t u d e n t s  w i t h  

a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e t t i n g  whose s t r u c t u r e  was a t  t h e  s t a g e  above 

t h e i r s .  The p r e s c r i b e d  env i ronmen t  f o r  t h e  l o w e s t  s t a g e  (Sub I) 

who were p o o r l y  s o c i a l i z e d  and e g o c e n t r i c ,  was a  c l e a r l y  o r g a n i z e d  

(S tage  I) env i ronment ,  F o r  s t u d e n t s  who had reached Stage I and 

c a n s e q u e n t l y  were dependent  on a u t h o r i t y  and concerned w i t h  r u l e s ,  

t h e  env i ronmen t  e x p e c t e d  t n  i n d u c e  q r o w t h  was one wh ich  encouraged 

independence w i t h  a n o r m a t i v e  s t r u c t u r e ,  e t c .  S t u d e n t s  i n  matched 

g roup  programs showed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  g r e a t e r  change t h a n  d i d  those  

i n  t h e  mismatched program. 

The P r e s e n t  S tudy  

The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  r e s e a r c h  d e s c r i b e d ,  f i r s t ,  

i n  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t s  a r e  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  s c h o o l  

c h i l d r e n  and, second ly ,  i n  t h a t  a  m o r a l  judgment development  model 

i s  used t o  assess  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  env i ronmen t  n o t  

s p e c i f i c a l l y . d e s i g n e d  t o  promote g r o w t h  i n  te rms o f  t h a t  model. 

The p r e s e n t  s t u d y  was des igned  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n -  

t i a l  e f f e c t s  on s t b d e n t s '  m o r a l  judgment development  o f  b e i n g  

exposed t o  a g i v e n  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e  wh ich  was a t  a  post -conven-  

t i o n a l  l e v e l .  T h i s  c o u r s e  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  man. I t  was 

d e s i g n e d  t o  c r e a t e  i n  s t u d e n t s  a n  awareness o f  t h e  O e d i p a l  

t r a n s i t i o n  and i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  human b e h a v i o r .  

The O e d i p a l  t r a n s i t i o n  was i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  t h e  manner i n  wh ich  t h e  

human b e i n g  i s  shaped by h i s  e a r l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  o r ,  i n  o t h e r  

words,  how t h e  c h i l d  l e a r n s  t o  con fo rm and f u n c t i o n  s y m b o l i c a l l y  



17. 

w i t h  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  h i s  p a r e n t s  and h i s  s o c i e t y .  E r n e s t  Becker ,  

t h e  l e c t u r e r  f o r  t h i s  c o u r s e  w r i t e s  t h a t  " c o u r s e s  on human 

deve lopment  w i l l  be c o u r s e s  i n  t h e  b r a i n w a s h i n g  t h a t  t a k e s  p l a c e  

i n  each s o c i e t y ;  t h e y  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  p e r s o n  t h e  knowledge and t h e  

i m p e t u s  he needs t o  t a k e  h i s  own l i f e  i n t o  h i s  own hands - i f  t h i s  

i s  what  he wants", (Becke r ,  1967, p  260). 

The dominant  s t a g e  of  m o r a l  judgment  deve lopment  expressed 

i n  t h i s  c o u r s e  was K o h l b e r g ' s  S tage  V. F o r  some s t u d e n t s  (S tage  

V )  t h i s  c o u r s e  was a t  t h e  same l e v e l  a s  t h e i r  own; f o r  o t h e r s  

(S tage  IV) a t  one s t a g e  above t h e i r s ;  and f o r  o t h e r s  ( S t a g e  111) 

i t  was two s t a g e s  above t h e i r  own m o r a l  judgment  deve lopment  

s tage .  The t h e o r y  and r e s e a r c h  c o n s i d e r e d  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e r e  

w i l l  be more d e v e l o p m e n t a l  change i n  t h o s e  s t u d e n t s  whose s t a g e  

o f  m o r a l  deve lopment  i s  one s t a g e  be low  t h a t  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  

e n v i r o n m e n t  t h a n  i n  t h o s e  who a r e  two s t a g e s  be low  o r  a t  t h e  same 

s t a g e  a s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  env i ronmen t ,  T h e r e f o r e  i t  i s  hypo thes -  

i z e d  t h a t  a 

I n  compar i son  t o  t h e  S tage  111 Group 
and t h e  S tage  V Group, t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  
l e v e l  of m o r a l  judgments o f  t h e  S tage  I V  
Group w i l l  be advanced a s  measured by  
t h e  K o h l b e r g  M o r a l  Judgment Q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  

W h i l e  t h e  p r i m a r y  g o a l  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  

e f f e c t  on t h e  s t u d e n t s '  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  o f  exposu re  t o  t h e  

c o u r s e  d e s c r i b e d ,  a n o t h e r ,  more immed ia te  consequence, w i l l  a l s o  

be c o n s i d e r e d .  The d i f f e r e n t i a l  e f f e c t s  i n  te rms  o f  c o u r s e  

success  w i l l  be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  whose 



r e a s o n i n g  l e v e l  i s  t h e  same a s  t h a t  of t h e  c o u r s e  w i l l  a c h i e v e  

h i g h e r  g r a d e s  t h a n  s t u d e n t s  a t  l o w e r  l e v e l s  s i n c e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  

t h e o r y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  l e a r n  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  

t h e  c o u r s e  more  r e a d i l y .  T h e r e f o r e  a  s e c o n d  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  t h a t t  

I n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  S t a g e  111 Group a n d  
t h e  S t a g e  IV G r o u p ,  t h e  S t a g e  V Group w i l l  
o b t a i n  more  g r a d e s  a b o v e  t h e  m e d i a n  c o u r s e  
g r a d e ,  



CHAPTER I 1  

METHOD 

S u b j e c t s  

The s u b j e c t s  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  c o n s i s t e d  o f  e i g h t y - t h r e e  

s t u d e n t s ,  f o r t y - o n e  f e m a l e  a n d  f o r t y - t w o  ma le ,  who were  e n r o l l e d  

i n  E d u c a t i o n  201  a t  S imon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  Janua ry -  

May s e m e s t e r ,  1970. S t u d e n t s  were  r a n d o m l y  s e l e c t e d  a n d  o n l y  

t h o s e  h a v i n g  a c c u m u l a t e d  l e s s  t h a n  s i x t y  s e m e s t e r  h o u r s  were  

i n c l u d e d .  The age  r a n g e  was be tween  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s  a n d  f o r t y -  

n i n e  y e a r s ,  w i t h  e i g h t y  p e r c e n t  of t h e  s t u d e n t s  b e i n g  be tween 

t h e  ages  of e i g h t e e n  a n d  twen ty - two .  

T e s t  m a t e r i a l s  

The c o u r s e ,  E d u c a t i o n  201, w h i c h  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  been  

d e s c r i b e d ,  c o n s i s t e d  o f  two,  f i f t y  m i n u t e  l e c t u r e s  p e r  week o v e r  

a  t h r e e  month p e r i o d .  The p o s t - c o n f  o r m i  t y  ( p r e d o m i n a n t l y  S t a g e  

V )  o r i e n t a t i o n  was d e t e r m i n e d  by  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  l e v e l  o f  m o r a l  

r e a s o n i n g  o f  t h e  l e c t u r e s  a n d  t h e  a s s i g n e d  r e a d i n g s  ( s e e  Append i x  

A f o r  c o u r s e  r e a d i n g  l i s t ) ,  

K o h l b e r g ' s  M o r a l  Judgment  ~ u e s t i o n n a i r e ( ~ ~ ~ ~ )  ( s e e  A p p e n d i x  

8 )  Mas a d m i n i s t e r e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  a n d  t h e  end of t h e  c o u r s e ,  

T h i s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e c o n s i s t s  o f  e i g h t  h y p o t h e t i c a l  m o r a l  d i l emmas 

t o  w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  were  a s k e d  t o  g i v e  w r i t t e n  responses .  The 

r e s p o n s e s  t o  s i x  o f  t h e s e  d i l emmas  were  u s e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y . 1  

1 Answers t o  t h e  l a s t  two  d i lemmas were e x c l u d e d  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  
t h e  d a t a .  These d i lemmas c o n c e r n  t h e  Ko rean  War a n d  evoked  
r e s p o n s e s  t h a t  were a t  t h e  same l e v e l  of m o r a l  j udgment  d e v e l o p -  
ment  f o r  a l m o s t  a l l  s t u d e n t s .  



The f o l l o w i n g  i s  one of t h e  d i lemmas i n c l u d e d :  

"Joe i s  a  1 4 - y e a r - o l d  boy who wanted t o  go t o  
camp v e r y  much. H i s  f a t h e r  p rom ised  h i m  he 
c o u l d  go i f  he saved up  t h e  money f o r  i t  
h i m s e l f .  So Joe worked h a r d  a t  h i s  pape r  
r o u t e  and  saved u p  t h e  $40. i t  c o s t  t o  go 
t o  camp and' a  l i t t l e  more bes ides .  B u t  
j u s t  b e f o r e  camp was g o i n g  t o  s t a r t ,  h i s  
f a t h e r  changed h i s  mind. Some o f  h i s  f r i e n d s  
d e c i d e d  t o  go on a  s p e c i a l  f i s h i n g  t r i p ,  and  
Joe 's  f a t h e r  was s h o r t  o f  t h e  money i t  wou ld  
c o s t .  S o  he t o i d  doe t o  g i v e  h i m  t n e  money 
he had saved f rom t h e  pape r  r o u t e .  Joe 
d i d n ' t  want  t o  g i v e  up g o i n g  t o  camp, s o  he 
t h o u g h t  o f  r e f u s i n g  t o  g i v e  h i s  f a t h e r  t h e  
money." 

The q u e s t i o n s  f o l l o w i n g  a r e r  

"Shou ld  Joe r e f u s e  t o  g i v e  h i s  f a t h e r  t h e  
money? Why? 

"Does h i s  f a t h e r  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  t e l l  Joe 
t o  g i v e  h i m  t h e  money?" 

"Does g i v i n g  t h e  money have a n y t h i n g  t o  do 
with b e i n g  a good son?" 

"Which i s  worse, a  f a t h e r  b r e a k i n g  a  p r o m i s e  
t o  h i s  son  o r  a  son  b r e a k i n g  a  p r o m i s e  t o  
h i s  f a t h e r ? "  

"Why s h o u l d  a  p r o m i s e  be k e p t ? "  

S t u d e n t s '  r esponses  t o  t h e  KMJQ were s c o r e d  u s i n g  K o h l b e r g ' s  

G l o b a l  R a t i n g  Guide (1968 )  (The s c o r i n g  g u i d e  f o r  t h e  di lemma 

g i v e n  i s  p r o v i d e d  i n  Append ix  B ) .  T h i s  y i e l d e d  a n  o v e r a l l  m o r a l  

judgment  s c o r e ,  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  s t a g e  o f  m o r a l  deve lopment  and a  

p r o f i l e  showing  t h e  amount o f  r e a s o n i n g  a t  each l e v e l .  (See 

Append ix  B f o r  sample s c o r i n g  sheet . )  

K o h l b e r g ' s  M o r a l  Judgment Ques t i onna i re  has n o t  been 



p u b l i s h e d ,  b u t  has  been used e x t e n s i v e l y  by K o h l b e r g  who has 

f o u n d  i t  r e l i a b l e  b o t h  i n  a  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s t u d y  (1964 )  and a  c r o s s  

s e c t i o n a l  age s t u d y  (1968) .  I t  has a l s o  been used i n  a  l a r g e  

number o f  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  s t u d i e s  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  of T u r i e l  ( 1966 ) ,  

R e s t  e t  a 1  (1968 ) ,  L o r i m e r  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ,  Haan, B r e w s t e r ,  S m i t h  & B l o c k  

(1968) .  I n t e r r a t e r  r e l i a b i l i t i e s  have been r e p o r t e d  a s  b e i n g  

- - 
between . 11 and .96. 

Two p a p e r s  were r e q u i r e d  o f  each s t u d e n t ,  one i n  t h e  m i d d l e  

and  one a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  semester .  The a s s i g n e d  t o p i c  f o r  b o t h  

p a p e r s  was, "What i s  t h e  Oedipus Complex, and what  i s  i t s  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  educa to rs? " ,  The c o u r s e  g rade  c o n s i s t e d  o f  

t h e  marks g i v e n  f o r  t h e s e  papers ,  t e n  p e r c e n t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

pape r  and n i n e t y  p e r c e n t  f o r  t h e  f i n a l  one, M a r k i n g  was done by  

two g r a d u a t e  s t u d e n t  t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s ,  each o f  whom marked 

f i f t y  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  pape rs .  

A t  t h e  end of t h e  semester  s t u d e n t s  were a l s o  asked  t o  w r i t e  

a  r e p o r t  d e s c r i b i n g  t h e i r  r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  cou rse .  

P r o c e d u r e  

D u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  two weeks o f  t h e  s p r i n g  semester   a an. 19 - 
30, 1970) ,  K o h l b e r g ' s  Q u e s t i o n n ~ i r e w a s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by  t h e  two 

t e a c h i n g  a s s i s t a n t s  t o  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e i r  E d u c a t i o n  t u t o r i a l s .  

The s t u d e n t s  were i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  r e s e a r c h  9s  f o l l o w s :  

"The s t u d e n t s  i n  t h i s  t u t o r i a l  a r e  b e i n g  asked 
t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a  r e s e a r c h  program a s  p a r t  o f  
t h e  c o u r s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  The q u e s t i o n s  you w i l l  

I t  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  g rades  may n o t  be v a l i d  assessments o f  
comprehension,  n o r  w i l l  t h e i r  r e l i a b i l i t y  be h i g h  when a s s i g n e d  
by  d i f f e r e n t  pe rsons ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  measure- 
ment o f  success  a c c e p t e d  by t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  



be asked  c o n c e r n  y o u r  o p i n i o n s  and  i d e a s .  
Your answers  w h i c h  w i l l  be r e a d  o n l y  by  t h e  
r e s e a r c h e r s ,  w i l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
and  i n  no  way a f f e c t  y o u r  g rade  f o r  t h i s  
cou rse .  Mos t  p e o p l e  f i n d  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  
i n t e r e s t i n g .  If you become c u r i o u s  a b o u t  t h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h ,  I w i l l  be  happy t o  
e x p l a i n  t h e  p rog ram more f u l l y  and  s h a r e  t h e  
r e s u l t s  w i t h  you a f t e r  t h e  semes te r  i s  
comple ted . "  

S t u d e n t s '  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  KMJQ were used  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  

p r e d o m i n a n t  s t a g e  of  m o r a l  judgment  deve lopment .  T h i s  p r e -  

d o m i n a n t  s t a g e  was d e f i n e d  a s  b e i n g  t h a t  s t a g e  a t  w h i c h  t h e  

l a r g e s t  number o f  r esponses  o c c u r r e d  ( s e e  Append i x  B f o r  d e s c r i p -  

t i o n  and example o f  s c o r i n g  method.) S t u d e n t s  were c l a s s i f i e d  

i n t o  t h r e e  s t a g e  g r o u p s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  p r e d o m i n a n t  s t a g e .  

These g roups  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  

1) S tage  111: t w e n t y - t w o  s t u d e n t s ;  e i g h t  ma le  and  
f o u r t e e n  female.  

2)  S tage  I V s  t w e n t y - t w o  s t u d e n t s ;  f o u r t e e n  male 
and  e i g h t  f ema le .  

3 )  S tage  V :  t h i r t y - n i n e  s t u d e n t s ;  t w e n t y  ma le  
and  n i n e t e e n  fema le .  

D u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  two weeks o f  t h e  s p r i n g  semester  (March  30 - 
A p r i l  10,  1970) ,  t h e  K M J Q  was r e - a d m i n i s t e r e d  by  t h e  t e a c h i n g  

a s s i s t a n t s  who had o r i g i n a l l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n n a i r e ,  

E x p e r i m e n t a l  D e s i ~ n  

A 2x2 f a c t o r i a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e  ( ~ i n e r ,  1962, p  377) 

was a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  p r e - t e s t  and p o s t - t e s t  K M J Q  s c o r e s  f o r  t h e  

S tage  I V  Group and t h e  combined S t a g e  I11 and V Groups. 

A f t e r  f i r s t  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  median c o u r s e  g rade ,  a c h i  s q u a r e  



23. 

t e s t  (Ferguson,  1959, p  169)  was a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  g rades  o c c u r i n g  

above,  and n o t  above, t h e  median f o r  t h e  combined S tage  I 1 1  and 

I V  Groups and t h e  S tage  V Group. 

A random sample of 23 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o t o c o l s ,  w h i c h  

i n c l u d e d  b o t h  p r e - t e s t s  and p o s t - t e s t s ,  were s c o r e d  by  a  second 

r a t e r  f o r  t h e  pu rpose  of  o b t a i n i n g  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  

of t h e  s c o r i n g  p rocedures .  The Spearman Rank C o r r e l a t i o n  

C o e f f i c i e n t  was .95. 



CHAPTER I11 

RESULTS 

To t e s t  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s ,  " I n  compar ison t o  t h e  S tage  I11 

Group and t h e  S tage  V Group, t h e  deve lopmen ta l  l e v e l  o f  m o r a l  

judgments of t h e  S tage  I V  Group w i l l  be advanced a s  measured by 

t h e  K o h l b e r g  f l o r a l  Judgment Quest ionnaire",  t h e  S tage  111 and V 

Groups were combined, A 2x2 f a c t o r i a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  v a r i a n c e ,  

l e a s t  square  s o l u t i o n ,  ( M i n e r ,  1962, p  377) was a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  

p r e - t e s t  and p o s t - t e s t  s c o r e s  f o r  t h e  combined Stage I11 and V 

Group and t h e  Stage I V  Group. (See Tab le  I). An F - t e s t  d i d  n o t  

show a  s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o u p s  by KMJQ s c o r e s  i n t e r a c t i o n .  I n  v i e w  

o f  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  t h e  f i r s t  h y p o t h e s i s  was n o t  accepted .  There 

i s  no ev idence  t h a t  exposure  t o  t h e  Stage V c o u r s e  a f f e c t e d  t h e  

l e v e l  of m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  o f  t h e  Stage I V  Group t o  a  g r e a t e r  

e x t e n t  t h a n  i t  a f f e c t e d  t h e  o t h e r  groups, 

To t e s t  t h e  h y p o t h e s i s ,  " I n  compar ison t o  t h e  S tage  I11 

Group and t h e  S tage  I V  Group, t h e  S tage  V Group w i l l  o b t a i n  more 

grades  above t h e  median c o u r s e  grade1* t h e  median c o u r s e  grade,  El-, 

was de termined.  The g rades  o f  a l l  s t u d e n t s  were c l a s s i f i e d  a s  

above median o r  n o t  above median. The Stage I11 and Stage I V  

Groups were combined. A c h i  square  t e s t  (Ferguson,  1959, p  169)  

was a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  grades  a s  c l a s s i f i e d  f o r  t h e  combined Stage I11 

and I V  Group and t h e  S tage  V Group ( s e e  Tab le  11). C h i  square  d i d  

n o t  show a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between grade and group,  I n  



TABLE I 

Summary of A n a l y s i s  of V a r i a n c e  A p p l i e d  
t o  P r e - T e s t  and  P o s t - T e s t  K M J Q  Sco res  
C l a s s i f i e d  S tage  Group + by  T r e a t m e n t  

Sou rce  SS d f  MS F 

Group . O 1  1 . 0 1  .O 

S u b j e c t s  
w i t h i n  g roups  9497.25 7 4  128.34 

T r e a t m e n t  4.86 1 4.81 .I1 

Group by  
T r e a t m e n t  
I n t e r a c t i o n  36.55 1 36.55 . 8 1  

S u b j e c t s  
w i t h i n  g roups  3369.09 

+ Combined S t a g e  I11 Group and  S t a g e  V Group vs. S t a g e  I V  
Group 



TABLE I 1  

R e l a t i o n s h i p  Between P r e - T e s t  Mora l  
R e a s o n i n g  a n d  C o u r s e  G r a d e  

- - 

G r a d e  

S t a g e  0 & H i g h e r  Below B To t a  1 

T o t a l  



27. 
v i e w  o f  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  t h e  s e c o n d  h y p o t h e s i s  was n o t  a c c e p t e d ,  

T h e r e  i s  n o  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  s t u d e n t s ,  who a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  a  

u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e ,  a r e  a t  t h e  s a m e  l e v e l  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l -  

o p m e n t  a s  t h e  c o u r s e ,  w i l l  a c h i e v e  h i g h e r  g r a d e s  t h a n  w i l l  o t h e r  

s t u d e n t s  w h o s e  l e v e l  o f  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  i s  n o t  a t  t h e  c o u r s e  

l e v e l .  

To d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  was s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  a n d  member- 

s h i p  i n  a n y  o n e  o f  t h e  t h r e e  s t a g e  g r o u p s ,  a p o s t  h o c  a n a l y s i s  

c o n s i d e r e d  e a c h  s t a g e  g r o u p  s e p a r a t e l y .  A 2 x 3  f a c t o r i a l  a n a l y s i s  

o f  v a r i a n c e  ( ~ i n e r ,  1 9 6 2 ,  p  3 7 7 )  was a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  p r e - t e s t  

a n d  p o s t - t e s t  K M J Q  s c o r e s  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  s t a g e  g r o u p s  ( s e e  T a b l e  

111). An F - t e s t  s h o w e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o u p s  by  t r e a t m e n t  i n t e r -  

a c t i o n  ( F  = 1 2 . 3 2 ,  d f  = 2 r 7 2 ,  p < . 0 1 ) .  F r a t i o s  ( ~ i n e r ,  1 9 6 2 ,  

p 376) were u s e d  t o  t e s t  i n d i v i d u a l  compar i sons  bztwezn  p r e - t e s t  

a n d  p o s t - t e s t  m e a n s  f o r  e a c h  s t a g e  g r o u p .  T h e s e  were s i g n i f i c a n t  

f o r  b o t h  t h e  S t a g e  I 1 1  G r o u p  ( F  = 1 8 . 3 4 ,  d f  - 1 , 7 2 ,  p < . 0 1 )  a n d  

t h e  S t a g e  V G r o u p  (*F - 6 . 2 3 ,  d f  = 1 , 7 2 ,  p < . 0 5 ) .  The  d i f f e r e n c e  

was n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  t h e  S t a g e  IV G r o u p .  F i g u r e  1 s h o w s  t h e  

mean K M J Q  p r e - t e s t  a n d  p o s t - t e s t  s c o r e s  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  

s t a g e  g r o u p s .  T h i s  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  b e t w e e n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

a n d  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  c o u r s e ,  t h e  S t a g e  I11 G r o u p  a d v a n c e d ,  t h e  S t a g e  

V G r o u p  r e g r e s s e d  a n d  t h e  S t a g e  IV G r o u p  d i d  n o t  c h a n g e  s i g n i f i -  

c a n t l y  i n  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  m e a s u r e d  by  K M J Q  s c o r e s .  

A m o r e  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g  m o r a l  



TABLE I 1 1  

Summary of A n a l y s i s  of Var i ance  A p p l i e d  
t o  P r e - t e s t  and P o s t - t e s t  K M J Q  S c o r e s  
C l a s s i f i e d  S t a g e  Group by  Treatment .  

S o u r c e  SS d f  MS f 

Group 2,101.61 2 1 ,050.30  1 0  . 22* 

S u b j e c t s  
w i t h i n  g roups  7 ,395.68  72 102 .72 

T r e a t m e n t s  4.86 1 4.86 . 14 

Group by 
Trea tmen t  
I n t e r a c t i o n  868.16 2 434.09 12.32* 

Trea tmen t  X 
s u b j e c t s  
w i t h i n  g roups  2 ,537.48  72 35.24 

* p < . O l  0 

f S t a g e  I 1 1  Group, S t a g e  IV Group, S t a g e  V Group 



F- 

90 

80 

MEAN 
KmJQ 
SCORES 

60 

50 

Ei p o s t - t e s t  

S t a g e  I 1 1  S t a g e  IV S t a g e  V 

F i g u r e  1. P r e - t e s t  a n d  p o s t - t e s t  mean K N J Q  s c o r e s  f o r  e a c h  
s t a g e  g r o u p ,  



30. 

j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  shown  i n  F i g u r e s  2 a n d  3. F i g u r e  2 s h o w s  

t h e  movement  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  r e a s o n i n g  f o r  

e a c h  g r o u p  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e .  From t h i s  f i g u r e  i t  c a n  b e  o b s e r v e d  

t h a t :  t h e  S t a g e  I11 G r o u p  d e c l i n e d  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  S t a g e  I11 

r e a s o n i n g  p r o d u c e d  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  S t a g e  V 

r e a s o n i n g ;  t h e  S t a g e  V G r o u p  s h o w e d  a  d e c l i n e  i n  S t a g e  V 

r easgn ing  and an increase i n  S t a g e  I 1  r e a s o n i n g ;  t h e  S t a g e  IV 

G r o u p  d e c l i n e d  i n  S t a g e  IV r e a s o n i n g  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  i n  b o t h  S t a g e  

I11 a n d  S t a g e  V r e a s o n i n g .  

F i g u r e  3 s h o w s  t h e  p r e - t e s t  a n d  p o s t - t e s t  mean K M J Q  s c o r e s  

f o r  e a c h  g r o u p  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  number  o f  s e m e s t e r s  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  

a t t e n d a n c e .  O b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t :  i n  t h e  

S t a g e  I11 Group  a d v a n c e s  i n  K M J Q  s c o r e s  i n c r e a s e  w i t h  t h e  number  

o f  s e m e s t e r s  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  a t t e n d a n c e ;  t h e  s c o r e s  o f  t h e  S t a g e  V 

G r o u p  d e c r e a s e d  m a r k e d l y  among f i r s t  s e m e s t e r  s t u d e n t s  a n d  o n i y  

s l i g h t l y  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r s ;  t h e  S t a g e  IV Group  

t e n d e d  t o  show a d e c r e a s e  i n  s c o r e s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  

s e m e s t e r  a n d  i n c r e ' a s e  s l i g h t l y  f o r  t h i r d  a n d  f o u r t h  s e m e s t e r  

s t u d e n t s .  
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To d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e r e  was a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  

a b o v e  m e d i a n  g r a d e s  a n d  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  t h r e e  s t a g e  

g r o u p s ,  e a c h  s t a g e  g r o u p  was a l s o  c o n s i d e r e d  s e p a r a t e l y  i n  

. r e l a t i o n  t o  g r a d e ,  A 2 x 3  c h i  s q u a r e  t e s t  ( ~ u i l f o r d ,  1 9 4 2 ,  p  230 - 
232) showed a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  p r e - t e s t  s t a g e  a n d  

above m e d i a n  g r a d e s  ( x 2  = 9 . 9 0 ,  d f  = 2 ,  p <.01)  ( s e e  T a b l e  I V ) .  

T h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  was d u e  p r i m a r i l y  t o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  S t a g e  I V  p r e - t e s t  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a b o v e  

m e d i a n  g r a d e s  ( x Z  = 6 . 6 4 1 ,  d f  = 1, p  < -01). The r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

b e t w e e n  s t a g e  a n d  g r a d e  f o r  t h e  S t a g e  I11 Group a n d  t h e  S t a g e  V 

Group  w e r e  n c t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  t e n d e n c y  f o r  

t h e  s t a g e  I 1 1  Group  t o  a c h i e v e  more g r a d e s  i n . t h e  m e d i a n  o r  be low 

c a t e g o r y .  F i g u r e  4 s h o w s  t h e  p e r c e n t  o f  a b o v e  m e d i a n  g r a d e s  f o r  

e a c h  s t a g e  g r o u p .  T h i s  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  i n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  

t h e  S t a g e  I 1 1  a n d  t h e  S t a g e  V G r o u p s ,  t h e  S t a g e  I V  Group ~ b t a i n e d  

more g r a d e s  a b o v e  t h e  m e d i a n  c o u r s e  g r a d e .  



TABLE I V  

Summary o f  Chi S q u a r e r  G r a d e s  and S t a g e  G r o u p s  

G r a d e  
T o t a l  

- 

Above median 1.515 

Not a b o v e  
m e d i a n  

T o t a l  2.928 6.641+ ,332 9.901+ - 



50 
% of  
a b o v e  
m e d i a n  40  
g r a d e s  

i t a g  
I V 

F i g u r e  4 :  The p e r c e n t  o f  g r a d e s  a t  e a c h  s t a g e  a b o v e  t h e  
m e d i a n  g r a d e  o f  B-, 



CHAPTER IV 

DISCUSSION 

The H y p o t h e s e s  o f  t h e  P r e s e n t  S t u d y  

The h y p o t h e s e s  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  were n o t  c o n f i r m e d  by  

by t h e  d a t a .  N e i t h e r  t h e  p a t t e r n  of c h a n g e  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t  n o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  p r e - t e s t  s t a g e  a n d  

c o u r s e  g r a d e  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  h y p o t h e s e s ;  s t u d e n t s  o n e  s t a g e  b e l o w  

t h a t  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  d i d  n o t  s h o w  a g r e a t e r  i n c r e a s e  i n  m o r a l  - 
r e a s o n i n g  s c o r e s  t h a n  d i d  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  s t u d e n t s  w h o s e  

l e v e l  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  was t h e  same a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  

c o u r s e  were - n o t  t h e  m o s t  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t e r m s  o f  g r a d e s .  I n  o t h e r  

w o r d s ,  e x p o s u r e  t o  a p o s t - c o n f o r m i t y  c o u r s e  d i d  n o t  r e s u l t  i n  

g r e a t e r  a d v a n c e s  i n  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  i n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o r i e n t e d  

g r o u p  t h a n  i t  d i d  i n  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s ,  some  o f  whom were a p p r o v a l  

o r i e n t e d  a n d  some  of  whom were a t  a p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  l e v ~ l  o f  

m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  Nor d i d  e x p o s u r e  t o  t h i s  p o s t -  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  c o u r s e  r e s u l t  i n  p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  o b t a i n i n g  

more a b o v e  m e d i a n  * g r a d e s  t h a n  were o b t a i n e d  by s t u d e n t s  a t  e i t h e r  

of  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  s t a g e s  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

The f a i l u r e  of  t h e  d a t a  t o  c o n f i r m  t h e  h y p o t h e s e s  w i l l  b e  

d i s c u s s e d  f i r s t  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  m e a s u r e m e n t  o f  i n d i r e c t  

t r e a t m e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h a t  u s e d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .  S e c o n d l y ,  t h e  

n a t u r e  of  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  w i l l  b e  r e - e x a m i n e d .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  

w i l l  b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  

i n  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  i s  n o n - h i e r a r c h i a l .  



M e a s u r e m e n t  o f  I n d i r e c t  T r e a t m e n t  

One way i n  w h i c h  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  r e s e a r c h  

r e v i e w e d  i s  t h a t  a  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  m o d e l  was  u s e d  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  n o t  d e s i g n e d  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  p r o m o t e  g r o w t h  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h a t  m o d e l .  The  t r e a t -  

m e n t  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  u n l i k e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

I - - - L  - -  - L  
L r e a L r n e n ~  t o  w h i c h t h e  s u b j e c t s  w e r e  e x p o s e d  i n  t h e  s t u d i e s  o f  

T u r i e l  ( 1 9 6 6 )  a n d  Rest ,  T u r i e l  & K o h l b e r g  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ,  d i d  n o t  d e a l  

w i t h  t h e  s p e c i f i c  d i l e m m a s  of  K o h l b e r g ' s  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  F u r t h e r ,  

u n l i k e  t h e  i n d i r e c t  g r o u p  t r e a t m e n t  o f  L o r i m e r ' s  s t u d y  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ,  

t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  c o u r s e  was n o t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  K M J Q  s c o r e s  

c o u l d  b e  a d v a n c e d .  T h e  l e c t u r e r  was n o t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  K o h l b e r g ' s  

l e v e l s  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was n o t  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  i n d u c i n g  c h a n g e  i n  terms o f  t h i s  m o d e l .  H i s  

c o n c e r n ,  r a t h e r ,  was t o  p r o v i d e  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  b o t h  how, a n d  

t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h ,  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  r e p l a c i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  

s a t i s f a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s y m b o l i c  v a l u e s  o f  t h e  c u l t u r e ,  I n  d o i n g  

s o ,  h i s  p u r p o s e  was  l e s s  t o  p r o v o k e  a  p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  

t h a n  t o  e n a b l e  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  a s p e c t s  o f  

h i s  p r e s e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  t h e r e b y  f r e e  h im t o  a c c e p t  a n  

i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  o r  p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  i f  h e  s h o u l d  

c h o o s e  t o  d o  s o .  

W h i l e  i n  t h e  s t u d i e s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  had b e e n  

i n t r o d u c e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  e v a l u a t e  i t s  e f f e c t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  
p a r t  o f  a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  a s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  

K o h l b e r g ' s  m o d e l  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  s h o u l d  b e  



38. 

a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t r e a t m e n t .  

K o h l b e r q ' s  t h e o r y  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  ( 1 9 6 3 ,  1 9 6 8 )  

c o n s i d e r s  g r o w t h  o f  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  t o  b e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  i n t e r -  

a c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  of  t h e  o r g a n i s m  a n d  t h o s e  o f  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n  o c c u r s  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  

e n v i r o n m e n t  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  a n d  

w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  a n d  l a n g u a g e  o f  K o h l b e r g ' s  q u e s t i o n n -  

A l t h o u g h  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  t h e o r y  d o e s  n o t  r e q u i r e  

a n  e x p e r i m e n t a l  t r e a t m e n t  u s i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  d i l e m m a s  a n d  a  s p e c i f i c  

v o c a b u l a r y  t o  p r o m o t e  a d v a n c e  i n  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g ,  when i n d i v i d u a l s  

a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  r e a s o n i n g  i n v o l v i n g  a d i f f e r e n t  s e t  o f  w o r d s  a n d  

c o n c e p t s  f r o m  t h o s e  n e e d e d  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o n n ~ i r e ,  m o r e  t i m e  

may b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  t h i s  r e a s o n i n g  s i n c e  t h e r e  i s  a 

t r a n s l a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i n v o l v e d .  The  f a i l u r e  of  t h e  S t a g e  IV G r o u p  

o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  t o  a d v a n c e  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n s u f f i c i e n t  

t i m e  h a s  e l a p s e d  b e f o r e  r e t e s t i n g  f o r  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  t o  h a v e  

i n t e g r a t e d  a  new p e r s p e c t i v e .  L o r i m e r ' s  s t u d y  ( 1 9 6 8 )  i n d i c a t e s  

t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  c o n s i d e r i n g  l o n g  term e f f e c t s  when e v a l u a t i n g  

t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  a n  i n d i r e c t  t r e a t m e n t  o n  m o r z l  j u d g m e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  He r e a s o n e d  t h a t  a  t r e a t m e n t  w h i c h  d i d  n o t  p r o v i d e  

t h e  s p e c i f i c  l a n g u a g e  o r  s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  w h i c h  t o  a n s w e r  t h e  

q u e s t i o n n ~ i r e  was  p o t e n t i a l l y  more  e f f e c t i v e  i n  i n d u c i n g  l o n g  t e r m  

g r o w t h  i n  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  t h a n  a t r e a t m e n t  w h i c h  d i d  p r o v i d e  t h i s  

l a n g u a g e  a n d  s t r u c t u r e .  E v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t  o n  m o r a l  r e a s o n -  

i n g  o f  a n y  u n i v e r s i t y  e x p e r i e n c e  w o u l d  b e  b e s t  e v a l u a t e d  o v e r  a  



p e r i o d  o f  t i m e ,  i s  p r o v i d e d  by  Kramer 's  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s t u d y  (1968) .  

I n  t h i s  s t u d y  s t u d e n t s  who r e g r e s s e d  i n  p r e d o m i n a n t  s t a g e  w h i l e  

a t t e n d i n g  u n i v e r s i t y  were f o u n d  l a t e r  t o  be above t h e i r  p r e -  

r e g r e s s i o n  l e v e l  o f  r e a s o n i n g  i n  a l m o s t  e v e r y  case. 

The b e s t  t i m e  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  e f f e c t s  on m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  o f  a  

g i v e n  e x p e r i e n c e  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  de te rm ine .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  

a  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  same n a t u r e  a s  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  used  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s t u d y ,  c o u l d  p romote  deve lopment  o r  f a c i l i t a t e  a  change i n  m o r a l  

r e a s o n i n g  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a t  any  p e r i o d  i n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  subsequent  

l i r e .  I t  i s  n o t  uncommon f o r  someone, y e a r s  a f t e r  b e i n g  exposed 

t o  a  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t o  f i n d  i n s i g h t  i n t o  what  had been 

r e t a i n e d  a s  i r r e l e v a n t  concep ts .  S u b j e c t i v e  e v i d e n c e  o f  l o n g  

t e r m  b e n e f i t s  has  been p r o v i d e d  by s e v e r a l  s t u d e n t s  who have 

v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i n  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  c o u r s e  

c o n c e p t s  had more meaning f o r  them a  y e a r  a f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  

c o u r s e  t h a n  t h e y  d i d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  p o s t - t e s t .  They have 

r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t i m e  was r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  c o u r s e  t o  " s i n k  i n " .  

I n  s h o r t ,  because of  t h e  i n d i r e c t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  

used  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  

a u t h o r i t y  o r i e n t e d  g roup  d i d  n o t  show s i g n i f i c a n t  advances i n  

K M J Q  s c o r e s ,  i n  t h e  l o n g  t e r m  changes i n  m o r a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  wou ld  

be a c c o u n t e d  f o r  by  t h i s  course .  

The T rea tmen t  a s  A u t h o r i t y  O r i e n t e d  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  p r e d i c t e d  change p a t t e r n  and g rade  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

d i d  n o t  o c c u r  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s tudy ,changes  i n  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  and 
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a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  g rades  d i d  o c c u r  w h i c h  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  ' i n i t i a l  s t a g e  o f  m o r a l  judgment  deve lopment .  W h i l e  t h e  

a u t h o r i t y  m a i n t a i n i n g  ( S t a g e  Iv) g r o u p  showed no  s i g n i f i c a n t  

change i n  KNJQ s c o r e s ,  t h e  a p p r o v a l  o r i e n t e d  ( S t a g e  111) g r o u p  

advanced,  and  t h e  p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  ( S t a g e  V )  g r o u p  showed a  

s i g n i f i c a n t  dec rease  i n  m o r a l  judgment  deve lopment  s c o r e s .  

F u r t h e r ,  a  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  l a r g e r  number o f  h i g h  g r a d e s  was o b t a i n e d  

b y  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o r i e n t e d  s t u d e n t s .  

The c o n v e r g i n g  o f  t h e  KMJQ s c o r e s  of t h e  S t a g e  I11 Group and 

t h e  S t a g e  V Group t o w a r d  a  S t a g e  I V  r ange  and t h e  r e l a t i v e  

academic  success  o f  t h e  S t a g e  I V  Group c o u l d  be i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  

i n d i c a t e  t h a t  e i t h e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o r  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  g e n e r a l l y  was 

e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  h a v i n g  a n  a u t h o r i t y  o r i e n t a t i o n .  T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a -  

t i o n  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  t h e o r y  of K o h l b e r g  

(1963,  i969) and Hun t  (1966) and t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  T u r i e i  ( i 9 6 6 )  and 

Res t ,  T u r i e l ,  & K o h l b e r g  (1968) .  A Stage  I V  e n v i r o n m e n t  wou ld  be 

e x p e c t e d  t o  i n d u c e  g r e a t e s t  advances i n  t h e  S t a g e  I11 Group s i n c e  

i t  wou ld  be one l e v e l  above  t h a t  o f  t h i s  group.  B e i n g  a  l e v e l  

be low  t h e  S tage  V Group, i t  c o u l d  i n d u c e  r e g r e s s i o n  i n  t h i s  g roup ,  

and  b e i n g  a t  t h e  same l e v e l  a s  t h e  S t a g e  I V  Group, wou ld  n o t  be 

e x p e c t e d  t o  i n d u c e  s i g n i f i c a n t  advances  i n  t h i s  group.  F u r t h e r ,  

i n  a  S tage  I V  e n v i r o n m e n t  S t a g e  I V  s t u d e n t s  m i g h t  be e x p e c t e d  t o  

be most  s u c c e s s f u l .  

E v e r y  u n i v e r s i t y  c o u r s e  can  be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be a u t h o r i t y  

o r i e n t e d  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  ,- 

'2 
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p l a y  a r o l e  i n  w h i c h  h e  i s  r e q u i r e d  t o  l e a r n  a n d  r e p r o d u c e ,  o r  

a p p l y ,  c e r t a i n  c o n c e p t s  a n d  r e w a r d e d  w i t h  g r a d e s  f o r  d o i n g  s o .  

A l t h o u g h  t h e  p a t t e r n  of  c h a n g e  of  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  

c a n  b e  e x p l a i n e d  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s '  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  

a u t h o r i t a r i a n  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  

r a i se s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  why a s im i l a r  r e s u l t  d i d  n o t  o c c u r  

amsng t h e  h i g h  s c h o c l  s tudents  cf L o r i m e r ' s  s t u d y  ( 1 9 6 8 ) ,  Even  

t h o u g h  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h a t  s t u d y  was e x p e r i m e n t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  

p a r t  o f  t o t a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e  s u b j e c t s  w o u l d  h a v e  

p r e s u m a b l y  b e e n  e x p o s e d  t o  a t  l e a s t  a s  g r e a t  c o n f o r m i t y  p r e s s u r e s  

i n  t h e  s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

A m o r e  i m p o r t a n t  r e a s o n  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

r e s u l t s  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  i s  t h a t  i t  f a i l s  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  

c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  r e a s o n i n g  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  

e a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  g r o u p s .  When t h e  c h a n g e  i n  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t o t a l  

m o r a l  s t a t e m e n t s  a t  e a c h  o f  t h e  s i x  s t a g e s  f o r  e a c h  s t a g e  g r o u p  

i s  o b s e r v e d  ( F i g .  2 ) ,  i t  i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  i n c r e a s e d  S t a g e  IV 

r e a s o n i n g  Mas n o t  h a r k e d  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  S t a g e  I11 G r o u p  o r  t h e  

S t a g e  V Group .  A d v a n c e s  i n  t h e  S t a g e  111 G r o u p  w e r e  m a i n l y  t h e  

r e s u l t  o f  more  S t a g e  V r e a s o n i n g ,  a n d  t h e  b a c k w a r d  movement  of  t h e  

S t a g e  V G r o u p  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  S t a g e  I1  r e a s o n i n g  r e p l a c i n g  some  

S t a g e  V r e a s o n i n o .  F u r t h e r  S t a g e  IV r e a s o n i n g  d i d  n o t  i n c r e a s e  i n  

t h e  S t a g e  IV G r o u p  a s  m i g h t  h a v e  b e e n  e x p e c t e d  i n  a n  a u t h o r i t y  

o r i e n t e d  e n v i r o n m e n t .  T h e r e f o r e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  s t u d e n t s  may h a v e  

b e e n  i n f l u e n c e d  t o  some  e x t e n t  by t h e  c o n f o r m i t y  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  
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is r e q u i r e d .  

v i r o n m e n t ,  a more complex e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  

N o n - H i e r a r c h i c a l  f l o r a l  Judqment Deve lopment  

When t h e  changes i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  r e a s o n i n g  shown 

i n  F i g u r e  2 a r e  examined, i t  can be seen t h a t  i n  each of t h e  

g r o u p s  change was t h e  r e s u l t  of i n c r e a s e d  use  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  of 

m r z l  r e a s o n i n g  w h i c h  had been used  on  t h e  p r e - t e s t .  The advances 

w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  o f  t h e  S tage  I11 s t u d e n t s  

o c c u r r e d  because of more e x t e n s i v e  use o f  r e a s o n i n g  w h i c h  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  c o u l d  p roduce  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  p r e - t e s t  and a  

c o r r e s p o n d i n g  dec rease  i n  S tage  I 1 1  r e a s o n i n g .  The backward  

movement i n  KMJQ s c o r e s  of t h e  S tage  V Group r e s u l t e d  f r o m  

immatu re  r e a s o n i n g  h a v i n g  been p roduced  more f r e q u e n t l y  o n  t h e  

p o s t - t e s t  and a  dec rease  i n ,  b u t  n o t  a  f a i l u r e  t o  p roduce,  S tage 

V r e a s o n i n g .  Changes i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  r eason ing  o f  the Stage I V  

Group a l s o  r e f l e c t  d i f f e r e n t  emphases on r e a s o n i n g  w i th  w h i c h  t h e  

s t u d e n t s  were a l r e a d y  f a m i l i a r .  An e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

p r o t o c o l s  showed Chat  o n l y  one s t u d e n t 1  p roduced  r e a s o n i n g  on t h e  

p o s t - t e s t  a t  a  s t a g e  above h i s  p r e - t e s t  r e a s o n i n g  a n d  none f a i l e d  

t o  g i v e  r e a s o n i n g  of h i s  p r e d o m i n a n t  s tage ,  

S i n c e  t h e  changes i n  p r e d o m i n a n t  s t a g e  and  KMJQ s c o r e s  wh ich  

o c c u r r e d  w i t h i n  each of t h e  g roups  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  

emphases r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  new s t r u c t u r e s ,  i t  may be 

n e c e s s a r y  t o  c o n s i d e r  whether  a  h i e r a r c h i c a l  model  o f  m o r a l  

1 One s t u d e n t  i n  t h e  S tage  I11 Group, who had p roduced  no reason-  
ing above S tage  111 on t h e  p r e - t e s t ,  p roduced  a  s m a l l  amount of  
S t a g e  I V  and S tage  V r e a s o n i n g  on  t h e  p o s t - t e s t .  



Judgment deve lopment  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  

o f  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s .  The s u b j e c t s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  

p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  b e i n g  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s ,  were o l d e r  t h a n  t h o s e  

o f  t h e  s t u d i e s  r e v i e w e d  and, t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  e x i s t s  

t h a t  f o r  many t h e  r e - s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  new l e v e l s  of m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  

had been comple ted ,  

A 1 L L - . . - L  n r u l u u y l ~  i n ~ ~ i  o f  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  h a d  d e v e i o p e d  t h e  c o g n i t i v e  

s t r u c t u r e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  r e a s o n  a t  a  p o s t - c o n f  o r m i t y  l e v e l ,  t h e y  

had  n o t  become s t a b i l i z e d  a t  t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  They appear  t o  

have had b o t h  t h e  c a p a c i t y  and t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  t o  r e a s o n  f rom 

d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v s s ,  The KMJQ s c o r e s  and t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  

s t a g e s  of m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  f o u n d  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  

i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  a t  w h i c h  s t u d e n t s  were c a p a b l e  o f  

mak ing  m o r a l  judgments,  may r e f l e c t  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

e n v i r o n m e n t  on  s t u d e n t s  and  t h e i r  l e v e l s  o f  ego m a t u r i t y ,  

Chanqe a s  a  Response t o  Env i ronmen t  

An i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n f l u e n c i n g  changes o f  emphasis  i n  m o r a l  

r e a s o n i n g  may be t h e  e x t e n t  t o  w h i c h  t h e  t o t a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  

s t i m u l a t e s  and p e r m i t s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  use  d i f f e r e n t  pe rspec -  

t i v e s .  The new, and  o f t e n  c o n f l i c t i n g ,  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  c o n c e p t s  and 

e x p e c t a t i o n s  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  l i f e  c o u l d  be e x p e c t e d  t o  p r o v o k e  

changes i n  t h e  s t u d e n t s *  v a l u e  o r i e n t a t i o n s ,  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  

u n i v e r s i t y ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  many h i g h  s c h o o l s  and homes, p r o v i d e s  

a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  w h i c h  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of d i f f e r e n t  t y p e s  o f  m o r a l  

r e a s o n i n g  i s  p o s s i b l e .  
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E a c h  o f  t h e  t h r e e  g r o u p s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  would  b e  

e x p e c t e d  t o  make d i f f e r e n t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e i r  p a t t e r n  o f  m o r a l  

r e a s o n i n g  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s t i m u l a t i o n  a n d  r e l a t i v e  f r e e d o m  of 

u n i v e r s i t y  l i f e .  The s i g n i f i c a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  S t a g e  V r e a s o n i n g  

among t h e  S t a g e  I11 G r o u p  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  c h o s e  t o  

u t i l i z e  S t a g e  V r e a s o n i n g  t o  a g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a n  p r e v i o u s l y  

C--,.. , ,  vebauJ= it m s  t h e  m ~ d e l  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o u r s e  a n d  

t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n .  W h i l e  

t h e  a p p r o v a l  o r i e n t e d  r e a s o n i n g  of  t h e  S t a g e  I 1 1  Group may h a v e  

b e e n  e n c o u r a g e d  o r  a c c e p t a b l e  i n  t h e  home o r  s c h o o l ,  i t  was 

c r i t i c i z e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  a n d  d i s c o u r a g e d  g e n e r a l l y  by t h e  

u n i v e r s i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t .  As Kramer  ( 1 9 6 8 )  p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h e  "good 

boy" o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  a n  u n t e n a b l e  a d u l t  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  

u n l i k e l y  t o  r e m a i n  u n a l t e r e d  i n  y o u n g  a d u l t s .  

W h i l e ,  u n l i k e  a  "good  boy" o r i e n t a t i o n ,  p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  

r e a s o n i n g  i s  a p p r o p r i a t e  i n  a u n i v e r s i t y  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h i s  t y p e  

o f  r e a s o n i n g  may b e  s u b j e c t  t o  b a c k w a r d  c h a n g e  when e x p o s e d  t o  

new o r  c o n f l i c t i n g '  p e r s p e c t i v e s  b e c a u s e ,  a s  Kramer  ( 1 9 6 8 )  

s u g g e s t s ,  when t h e  S t a g e  V p e r s o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e  i n a d e q u a c y  of 

h i s  r e l a t i v i s t i c  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  becomes  a w a r e  o f  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  

j u d g e ,  h e  f r e q u e n t l y  r e s o r t s  t o  a  h e d o n i s t i c  p o s i t i o n .  The 

i n c r e a s e d  S t a g e  I 1  r e a s o n i n g  o f  t h e  S t a g e  V G r o u p  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  

s t u d y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  g r o u p  s o m e t i m e s  a v o i d e d  j u d g i n g  by 

p r o d u c i n g  r e a s o n i n g  o f  a h e d o n i s t i c  n a t u r e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  o n e  

s t u d e n t  w r o t e ,  " A g a i n  we g e t  down t o  t h a t  i d i o t i c  q u e s t i o n  of 



r i g h t  o r  wrong. N o t h i n g  i s  r i g h t  n o r  i s  i t  wrong", f o l l o w e d  by  

a s t a t e m e n t  recommending c h o o s i n g  i n  terms of t h e  b e s t  "maneuverw. 

N o t  o n l y  wou ld  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  e x p r e s s i o n  of Stage I1 r e a s o n i n g  

among S tage  V s t u d e n t s  have been provoked by  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

e x p e r i e n c e  b u t  i t  wou ld  have been f a c i l i t a t e d  by t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

e n v i r o n m e n t  a l l o w i n g  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  t o  " a c t  ou t "  h e d o n i s t i c  d r i v e s  

. . = - - . - 9 . .  L-..- d : - n - , , . . m n n 4  4.. 4.h- h m m m  c, emh,,,.,l w h i c h  had prevruusry U O E I I  u r a L u u l o y r u  A , l  ullr, llvl,lu U ~ I I Y U I .  

The hedonism exp ressed  i n  t h e  Stage V Group's answers t o  

KmJQ, may have c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  l o w e r  t h a n  p r e d i c t e d  g rades  o f  

t h e s e  s t u d e n t s .  J u s t  a s  t h e  Stage V s t u d e n t s  gave answers  t o  

t h e  ques t i onna i re  w h i c h  were sometimes below t h e i r  p r e d o m i n a n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t a l  l e v e l ,  t h e y  may have produced papers w h i c h  were n o t  

a n  a c c u r a t e  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  comprehension o f  t h e  c o u r s e  mater -  

i a l .  I n  some i n s t a n c e s  i t  was a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  had n o t  

t a k e n  t h e  essay t o p i c  s e r i o u s l y .  One Stage V s t u d e n t ,  f o r  example, 

began h i s  paper  o n  "The Oedipus Complex and i t s  Relevance f o r  

E d u c a t o r s "  a s  f o l l o w s :  

"The p r o c e s s  of e d u c a t i o n  i s ,  o r  s h o u l d  be, t h e  p r o c e s s  
o f  i l l u m i n a t i o n ,  of s p r e a d i n g  t h e  t r u t h .  No one knows t h e  
who le  t r u t h ,  and  t h u s  t h e  t r u t h  t h a t  i s  spread i s  r e l a t i v e  
t o  t h e  knowledge of he  who i s  s p r e a d i n g  i t ,  t h a t  i s  t o  say,  
r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  e d u c a t o r .  The same can be s a i d  f o r  t h e  
manner i n  w h i c h  t h e  t r u t h  i s  spread. The e d u c a t o r  may 
choose t o  f o r c e  i t  down t h e  t h r o a t  o f  he-who-is-to-be- 
educa ted  l i k e  b i t t e r  cough med ic ine ,  o r  he may p r e p a r e  i t  
i n  t h e  manner of  a  p e a n u t  b u t t e r  and j e l l y  sandwich,  w h i c h  
t h e  educa tee  w i l l  g r e e d i l y  grab. The t r u t h  t o  be d i s c u s s e d  
i n  t h i s  essay i s  t h e  Oedipus Complex. I t s  Meaning t o  
E d u c a t o r s  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  r e l a t i v e  i n  t h e  manner d e s c r i b e d  
above. To t h i s  w r i t e r  i t  appears t h a t  t h e  ma 'o r  i m p o r t a n c e  
o f  t h e  Oedipus Complex l i e s  i n  t h e  shedding od l i g h t  on t h e  
o b j e c t i v e  t r u t h  o f  What R e a l l y  Happened t o  Oedipus and h i s  
Complex." 



C h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  r e a s o n i n g  of t h e  S t a g e  IV Group  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  g r o u p ,  l i k e  t h e  o t h e r  two g r o u p s  h a d  n o t  become 

s t a b i l i z e d  a t  o n e  s t a g e  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t .  W h i l e  t h i s  

group d i d  n o t  l o s e  t h e i r  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  S t a g e  IV o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  

w h i l e  p r e - t e s t  a n d  p o s t - t e s t  s c o r e s  showed n e i t h e r  f o r w a r d  n o r  

b a c k w a r d  movement ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h i s  g r o u p  d i d  become l e s s  

a u t h o r i t y  o r i e n t e d ,  u t i l i z i n g  o t h e r  t y p e s  o f  r e a s o n i n g  more 

f r e q u e n t l y .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  c o u r s e  a n d / o r  u n i v e r s i t y  l i f e  

caused t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  t o  q u e s t i o n ,  i f  n o t  r e l i n q u i s h ,  t h e i r  

a u t h o r i t y  p e r s p e c t i v e .  
L 

Even  t h o u g h  t h e  S t a g e  IV Group  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  h a d  

a s t a b l e  a u t h o r i t y  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  S t a g e  IV r e a s o n -  

i n g  o f  . t h e s e  s t u d e n t s ,  i s  l i k e l y  t o  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e i r  

s u c c e s s  i n  a c h i e v i n g  g r a d e s .  T h e s e  s t u d e n t s  would t a k e  r e p r o d u c -  

i n g  the cour se  c o n t e n t  a s  t h e i r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The h i g h e r  g r a d e s  

o f  t h i s  g r o u p  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  d o n e  s o .  

M o r a l  R e a s o n i n q  a n d  Eqo M a t u r i t y  

S i n c e  n e i t h e r *  t h e  c a p a c i t y  f o r  p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  m o r a l  

r e a s o n i n g  n o r  e x p o s u r e  t o  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  which  s t i m u l a t e s  a n d  

p e r m i t s  t h i s  r e a s o n i n g  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  p r o d u c e  a  

p r e d o m i n a n t l y  S t a g e  V o r i e n t a t i o n ,  t h e  w r i t e r  q u e s t i o n s  w h e t h e r  

m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  c a n  f u n c t i o n  i n d e p e n d e n t  o f  t h e  

g e n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  l e v e l  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  o r  w h a t  L o e v i n g e r  

( 1 9 6 4 )  a n d  A u s u b e l  ( 1 9 5 2 )  r e f e r  t o  a s  t h e  l e v e l  of e g o  d e v e l o p m e n t  

a n d  K o h l b e r g  ( 1 9 6 3 )  c a l l s  " e g o  m a t u r i t y " .  W h i l e  K o h l b e r g  ( 1 9 6 3 ) ~  



l i k e  many p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  v a l u e s  a n d  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t s  

a r e  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  a n  o v e r a l l  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  p r o c e s s  w h i c h  

i n c l u d e s  b o t h  c o g n i t i v e  a n d  a f f e c t i v e  a s p e c t s ,  h i s  mode l  i s  

p r i m a r i l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  c o g n i t i v e  s t r u c t u r e s .  A l t h o u g h  h e  

s u g g e s t s  ( 1 9 6 3 )  t h a t  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a n  e m p i r i c a l  c o r r e l a t i o n  

b e t w e e n  a f f e c t i v e  a n d  c o g n i t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  

e x i s t s  t h a t  t h e  c o g n i t i v e  a s p e c t  of  m o r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o u l d  

d e v e l o p  b e y o n d  t h e  a f f e c t i v e  a s p e c t ,  S h o u l d  t h i s  o c c u r ,  i t  is  

e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  a b l e  t o  r e a s o n  m o r a l l y  a t  

a l e v e l  a b o v e  h i s  l e v e l  o f  e g o  m a t u r i t y ,  wou ld  b e  p r o n e  t o  i n t e r -  

n a l  c o n f l i c t  o r  d i s e q u i l i b r i u m ,  C o n f l i c t  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  c o u l d  

p r e v e n t  him f r o m  c o n s i s t e n t l y  u s i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  o f  m o r a l  

r e a s o n i n g  o f  w h i c h  h e  is c a p a b l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  

e x t e r n a l  s t r e s s e s  e x i s t .  K r a m e r ' s  l o n g i t u d i n a l  s t u d y  ( 1 9 6 8 )  o f  

a d o l e s c e n t s  a n d  y o u n g  a d u l t s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  s i m i l a r  t h e o r e t i c a l  

c o n c l u s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  u n e q u a l  d e v e l o p m e n t .  He 

wr i tes  r 

" S u c c e s s f u l  h i e r a r c h i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  i s  
c o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  c o n t i n u i n g  e g o  d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h o u t  w h i c h  
a n  i n d i v i d u a l  c a n n o t  b e  e x p e c t e d  t o  p u t  i n t o  m e a n i n g f u l  
u s e  h i s  n a s c e n t  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  c o g n i t i v e - j u d g m e n t a l  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  i e . ,  h e  w i l l  n o t  h a v e  a  s t a b i l i z e d  o r i e n t a t i o n  
a t  a g i v e n  s t a g e  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  h o w e v e r  much h e  i s  c a p a b l e  
o f  m a k i n g  j u d g m e n t s  a t  t h a t  l e v e l . "  (p 1 6 9 )  

A d i s c r e p a n c y  b e t w e e n  e g o  m a t u r i t y  a n d  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  c o u l d  

o c c u r  a t  e a r l y  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  l e v e l s  b u t  when t h i s  d i s c r e p a n c y  i s  

b e t w e e n  S t a g e  V m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  a n d  a  l o w e r  l e v e l  o f  g e n e r a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  r e s u l t i n g  i n s t a b i l i t y  may b e  g r e a t e s t ,  



M a i n t a i n i n g  a  s t a b i l i z e d  p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  m o r a l  

r e a s o n i n g  w i t h o u t  c o m p a r a b l e  e g o  d e v e l o p m e n t  would  b e  e x t r e m e l y  

d i f f i c u l t ,  s i n c e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  r e q u i r e s  i n d e p e n -  

d e n c e  a n d  t r u s t  i n  o n e s  own judgment .  

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  a  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  a p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  

l e v e l  o f  r e a s o n i n g  a n d  a c o n v e n t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  g e n e r a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

may have e x i s t e d  i n  many s t u d e n t s  i n  e a c h  of t h e  t h r e e  g r o u p s .  I n  

o t h e r  w o r d s ,  s i n c e  m o s t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  who p a r t i c i p a t e d  were 

c a p a b l e  o f  p r o d u c i n g  S t a g e  V r e a s o n i n g  y e t  n o t  a l l  h a d  a p r e -  

d o m i n a n t l y  S t a g e  V o r i e n t a t i o n ,  i t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  s t u d e n t s  

l a c k e d  t h e  g e n e r a l  l e v e l  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  t o  f u n c t i o n  a t  a p o s t -  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  m o r a l  judgment  d e v e l o p m e n t .  B o t h  t h e  S t a g e  

I 1 1  a n d  t h e  S t a g e  IV s t u d e n t s  who f a i l e d  t o  d e v e l o p  a  S t a g e  V 

o r i e n t a t i o n  when e x p o s e d  t o  t h e  c o u r s e  a n d  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  S t a g e  V s t u d e n t s  who decreased  in S t a g e  V 

r e a s o n i n g ,  may h a v e  d o n e  s o  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  l e v e l s  o f  

c o g n i t i v e  a n d  a f f e c t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  

t h a t  when K M J Q  s c o e e  c h a n g e s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

s e m e s t e r s  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  a t t e n d a n c e  ( F i g .  3 ) ,  i t  c a n  b e  o b s e r v e d  

t h a t  t h e  S t a g e  111 Group  a d v a n c e s  w e r e  l e a s t  among f i r s t  semester 

s t u d e n t s .  A l s o ,  i t  c a n  b e  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  S t a g e  V G r o u p  d e c r e a s e  

i n  s c o r e s  o c c u r r e d  p r i m a r i l y  among f i r s t  s e m e s t e r  s t u d e n t s ,  S i n c e  

t h e s e  s c o r e  c h a n g e s  m a i n l y  r e f l e c t  i n c r e a s e d  o r  d e c r e a s e d  p o s t -  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  r e a s o n i n g ,  t h e  t e n d e n c i e s  o b s e r v e d  c o u l d  i n d i c a t e  

t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  s e m e s t e r  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  l i f e ,  s t u d e n t s  d i d  
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n o t  h a v e ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  s t u d e n t s  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  s e m e s t e r s  h a d ,  

t h e  o v e r a l l  l e v e l  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t  n e c e s s a r y  t o  u t i l i z e  a  p o s t -  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n .  The t e n d e n c y  f o r  f i r s t  s e m e s t e r  

s t u d e n t s  t o  u s e  l e s s  S t a g e  V r e a s o n i n g  t h a n  s t u d e n t s  i n  o t h e r  

s e m e s t e r s  m i g h t  a l s o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  stress o f  s t a r t i n g  u n i v e r s i t y ,  

i n t e r f e r e d  w i t h  t h e  u s e  o f  p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  r e a s o n i n g  among 

s t u d e n t s  whose  o r i e n t a t i o n  was u n s t a b l e  d u e  t o  u n e q u a l  a f f e c t i v e  

a n d  c o g n i t i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

C o n c l u s i o n s  a n d  I m p l i c a t i o n s  

The m a j o r  f i n d i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  was t h a t  a 

h i e r a r c h i c a l  mode l  w h i c h  i n v o l v e d  s o l e l y  t h e  c o g n i t i v e  a s p e c t s  

of m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t  d i d  n o t  a c c u r a t e l y  p r e d i c t  t h e  

c h a n g e s  i n  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  when f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  

y e a r  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  e x p o s e d  t o  a  p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  

c o u r s e  w h i c h  d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  man. 

I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n s  o f  m o r a l  

r e a s o n i n g  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  d i f f e r e n t  e m p h a s e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

a c q u i s i t i o n  of  new s t r u c t u r e s  o r  t h e  l o s s  o f  p r e v i o u s l y  a c q u i r e d  

o n e s .  T h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  among u n i v e r s i t y  

s t u d e n t s  c a n n o t  b e  e x p l a i n e d  c o m p l e t e l y  by a n  h i e r a r c h i c a l  

s e q u e n c e .  I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  new s t r u c t -  

u r e s  i s  n o t  a  m a j o r  f a c t o r  i n  c h a n g e s  i n  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  o r i e n t -  

a t i o n  among i n d i v i d u a l s  b e y o n d  a d o l e s c e n c e .  

I t  i s  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  e m p h a s i s  i n  o r i e n t a t i o n  
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of m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  d u r i n g  l a t e  a d o l e s c e n c e  a n d  

e a r l y  a d u l t h o o d ,  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  a t  l e a s t  among 

u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s ,  h a s  n o t  become s t a b i l i z e d .  T h e s e  c h a n g e s  

c a n  b e  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  a n d  a r e ,  a t  

l e a s t  p a r t l y ,  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  l e v e l  o f  g e n e r a l  o r  e g o  d e v e l o p -  

m e n t ,  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  may h a v e  t h e  c a p a c i t y  f o r  p o s t -  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  b u t  f a i l  t o  u t i l i z e  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  

r e a s o n i n g  e i t h e r  b e c a u s e  o f  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  w h i c h  d i s c o u r a g e s  i t s  

u s e  o r  a l e v e l  o f  e g o  d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i c h  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  i t s  u s e .  

W h i l e  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  d o  n o t  c o n t r a d i c t  

K o h l b e r g ' s  t h e o r y  c o n c e r n i n g  h i e r a r c h i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t a l  s t a g e s  

o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t ,  t h e y  i n d i c a t e  t h e  n e e d  f o r  more  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

t e c h n i q u e s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e s e  s t a g e s  t o  e g o  

m a t u r i t y  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c h a n g e s .  L o n g i t u d i n a l  s t u d i e s  o f  m o r a l  

r e a s o n i n g  b e y o n d  a d o i e s c e n c e  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e :  

a )  t h e  u n s t a b i l i z e d  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n s  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  

s t u d e n t s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  e a r l i e r  a n d  l a t e r  m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g  d e v e l o p -  

m e n t ;  b )  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  p r o m o t e  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h e r  s t a g e s  

of m o r a l  r e a s o n i n g ;  a n d  c )  t h e  r o l e  o f  e g o  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  n a i n -  

t a i n i n g  a  s t a b l e  p o s t - c o n v e n t i o n a l  l e v e l  o f  m o r a l  j u d g m e n t  

d e v e l o p m e n t .  

A n o t h e r  f i n d i n g  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  a u t h o r i t y  o r i e n t e d  s t u d e n t s  a n d  good g r a d e s .  

S i n c e  m a r k s  a r e  u s u a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  u n i v e r s i t y  

s u c c e s s  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  d e t e r m i n e  f u t u r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a c h i e v i n g  



h i g h  g r a d e s  c a n  b e  o f  g e n u i n e  i m p o r t a n c e ,  T h e r e  i s ,  t h e n ,  a n  

a d v a n t a g e  t o  b e i n g  a n  a u t h o r i t y  o r i e n t e d  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t .  

F u r t h e r  s t u d y  is r e q u i r e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h i s  g r o u p  of 

s t u d e n t s  m a i n t a i n  t h i s  a d v a n t a g e  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  b e  more  s u c c e s s f u l  

t h r o u g h o u t  a n d  a f t e r  u n i v e r s i t y  l i f e .  
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D r .  E. Becker 
A.Q. 6081 
Local: 3761 

EDUCATION 201 

A S S I G N M E N T S  

Is t Week Rousseau, J.J., Emile, f i r s t  few chapters 

2nd Week La Barre, W. The Human Animal, Chapters 1 t o  6 

3rd Week La Barre, W. The Human Animal, Chapters 8 t o  11 

4th Week 

5 th  Week 

6 t h  Week 

7th  Week 

8 t h  Week 

9 th  Week 

10th Week 

11 t h  Week 

Becker, E., The Bir th  & Death of Meaning, Chapters 
1 t o  5 
La  Barre, W. r e p r i n t  "The Cul tural  Basis of Emotion 

and Gesture" 

La Barre, W. The Human Animal, Chapter 12  
Erikson, E . ,  Childhood and Society,  Chapters 1 t o  5 

Erikson, E. Childhood and Society,  Chapters 6 t o  8 

Becker, E. The Bir th  & Death of Meaning, Chapter 6 

Frieden, B. The Feminine Mystique, whole book 

Freud Essay 

Becker, E. The Bir th  & Death of Meaning, Chapter 7 

Becker, E.  The Bi r th  & Death of Meaning, Chapter 8 

12th  Week ' Betker, E.  The Bir th  & Death of Meaning, Chapter 9 

Orienting Question fo r  Course 

"What is  the  Oedipus Complex, and what i s  i t s  s ign i f icance  f o r  educators?" 



APPENDIX B 



59.  

Date 

T u t o r i a l  Time 

Student # 

Sex - Male ( ) Female ( ) 

Lb3.E Years Months 

I n s t r u c t i o n s  

The purpose of these  s t o r i e s  and ques t ions  is  t o  f i n d  o u t  

your opinions and ideas .  P lease  w r i t e  down a s  l e g i b l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  

a l l  t h e  ideas  and f e e l i n g s  they b r ing  t o  mind r a t h e r  than giving 

"yes" o r  "no" answers. Each s t o r y  i s  p r in ted  on a s e p a r a t e  page 

followed by quest ions.  You can answer each ques t ion i n  t h e  space 

following the  quest ion.  I f  necessary you can continue t h e  answer 

over the  page bu t  make s u r e  t h a t  i t  is  numbered-; , J & y r ~ a ~ ~ ~ y ~ ~ ~ ~ a _ r ~ e  

b ' ing.  asked ,these ques t ions  i s  t o  f i n d - o u t  what uniwers i ty  s tuden t s  i 
thi* about these  kinds of s i t u a t i o n s .  So make s u r e  you pu t  down 

what @ think. The answers t h a t  you w r i t e  w i l l  be  seen only by 

t h e  researchers  and w i l l  not  in f luence  your course grade i n  any way. 



Tn Europe, a woman was nea r  d e a t h  from a  s n e c l a l  kind of cance r .  There 
was one drug t h a t  t h e  d o c t o r s  thoupht  m i ~ h t  s ave  h e r ;  i t  was a form of 
radium t h a t  a d r u g g i s t  i n  t h e  sane  town had r e c e n t l y  d i scove red .  The 
d rug  was expensive t o  make, h u t  t h e  drup.gis t  was charp ing  t e n  t imes  what 
t h e  d rug  c o s t  him t o  make, He pa ld  8200 f o r  t h e  radium and charged $2000 
for  a smal l  dose of t h e  drug.  The s i c k  woman's hushand, Pe inz ,  went t o  
evervone he knew t o  borrow t h e  monev, b u t  he could o n l v  Ret t o p e t h e r  ahou t  
$1000 which is  ha l f  of what I t  c o s t .  He t o l d  t h e  d r u g g i s t  t h a t  h i s  wife 
was dv ing ,  and asked him t o  s e l l  if c h e a ~ e r  o r  l e t  him pay l a t e r .  But 
t h e  d r u g g i s t  s a i d ,  "No, I d iscovered  t h e  drug and T ' m  poinp t o  make money 
from it." So Heinz g o t  d e s p e r a t e  and broke  i n t o  t h e  man's s t o r e  t o  s t e a l  
the drug  i o r  h i s  w i fe .  

1. Should Heinz have done t h a t ?  Was i t  a c t u a l l y  wrong o r  r i p h t ?  Why? 



2. Is it a husband's dutv to s t e a l  t h e  drug for h i s  w i f e  if h e  can g e t  
it no other wav? Vould a good husband d o  i t ?  

3. D i d  the druggist  have the  r i g h t  to charge that  much when there  was no 
law a c t u a l l y  s e t t i n g  a l i m i t  t o  the  vr i ce?  b%y? 



Answer the next two ouestions onlv if you think he should steal the drug. . 
4, If the husband does not feel very close or affectionate to his wife, 

ehould he still steal the drug? 

5 .  Suppose it wasn't Heinz's wife who was dying of cancer but it was 
Heinz's best friend. His friend didn't have any money and there was 
no one in his famiiy wi.iiing to steai the drug;., Shouid neinz steai 
the drug for his friend in that case? Why? 



Answer the next two ouestions onlv i f  you think Heinz should not s t e a l  
the drug. 

6.  Would you s t e a l  the drug to  save your w i f e ' s  l i f e ?  

7. I f  you were dying of cancer but were strong enough, would you s t e a l  
the drug co save your o m  Iffe? 



8. Heinz broke i n  the etore and s t o l e  the drug and gave i t  t o  his w f f e ,  
H e  was caught and brought before the judge. Should the judge send 
Heinz to j a i l  for  e tea l ing ,  or should he let  him go free?  Why? 



The drug d i d n ' t  work, and ' t h e r e  was no o t h e r  t reatmenthocm t o  medicine 
which could save Heinz ' s  w i fe ,  s o  t h e  d o c t o r  knev t h a t  s h e  had o n l v  about  
s ix  months t o  l i v e .  She was i n  t e r r i b l e  pa in ,  bu t  she was so weak. t h a t  a 
good dose of a p a i n - k i l l e r  l i k e  e t h e r  o r  morohine ~ rou ld  make h e r  d i e  sooner .  
She was d e l i r i o u s  and a lmost  c r a z v  w i t h ' p a i n ,  and i n  he r  calm p e r i o d s ,  s h e  
would ask  t h e  D r .  t o  g i v e  h e r  e n o u ~ h  e t h e r  t o  k i l l  he r .  She s a i d  s h e  cou ldn ' t  
stand t h e  p a i n  and s h e  was poinp, t o  d i e  i n  a few months anyway. 

9. Should t h e  d o c t o r  do what s h e  a s k s  and give h e r  t h e  drup  t h a t  w i l l  
make her '  d i e ?  Vhv? 



10. laen a pet  animal is badly wounded and w i l l  dje ,  i t  is k i l l e d  t o  out 
it out of its pafn. Doe8 the same thing apply here? Why? 

Answer the followin? auestions only if vou think the doctor sbould not 
&ive  her the d r u ~ .  

11. Would you.blame the doctor f o r  g iv ing her the drug? 

8 



12, What would have been the beet for the woman herse l f ,  t o  have had her 
l i v e  for eix months i n  great pain or have died sooner? Why? 

13, Some countries have a law that doctors could put away a suffering 
person who w i l l  d i e  anyway, Should the doctor do i t  i n  that case? 



Everyone should answer t h e  remaininp aues t ione .  

14, The doctor  f i n a l l y  
pain, s o  he d id  i t  
and the  doctor  was 
h e  had done it, s o  
knew t h e  woman had 
the doctor?  Why? 

decided t o  k i l l  t he  woman t o  ~ u t  her  out  of he r  
without  consu l t ing  t h e  law. The  p o l i c e  found o u t  
brought up on a charpe of murder. The ju ry  decided 
they found him g u i l t y  of murder, even though they 
aeked him. What punishment should t h e  judge give 

15. Would i t  b e  r i g h t  o r  wrong t o  g i v e  the doctor the death santence? 



1 6  Do you be l i eve  that the death eentence ehould be given i n  eome cases? 
my? 

17. The law prescribes the death penalty for  treason against  the country. 
Do you think the death sentence should be given for  treaaon? Why? 



While a l l  of 
t o  s t e a l  t h e  

t h i s  is  happeninp, Hejnz was i n  j a i l  f o r  breaking i n  and t r v i n g  
medicine. Fe had been sentenced f o r  10 years .  Rut a f t e r  a 

couple of yea r s ,  he escaped from t h e  p r i son  and went t o  l i v e  i n  another  p a r t  
of t h e  country under a new name. Hc saved'monev and slowlv b u i l t  up a b ig  
f a c t o r y .  He gave hds workers t h e  h ighes t  wages and used most of h i s  p r o f i t s  
to  bu i ld  a h o s p i t a l  f o r  work i n  cur ing  cancer ,  Twenty yea r s  had passed when 
a t a i l o r  recognized the f a c t o r y  owner a s  heinp Heinz, the  escaped conv ic t  
whom t h e  p o l i c e  had been looking f o r  back i n  h i e  home town. 

18. Should t h e  t a i l o r  r e p o r t  Heinz t o  t h e  po l i ce?  Would it be  r i g h t  
or  wrong t o  keep i t  q u i e t ?  Why? 



19. Ie i t  a c i t i zen ' s  duty to  report Peinz? Would a pood c i t izen?  

20. If Heinz was a good friend of the ta i l or ,  would that make a difference? 
my? 



21. Should Heinz be eent back t o  j a i l  by the judge? Why? 



Joe is a 14-year-old boy who wanted t o  go t o  camp very much. H i s  f a t h e r  
promised him he could go i f  he saved up the  monev fo r  i t  himself. So Joe 
worked hard a t  h i s  paper rou te  and saved up the  $40 i t  cost to go t o  camp' 
and a J i t t l e  more hes ides .  Rut j u s t  hefore canp was going to s t a r t ,  h i s  
f a t h e r  changed h i s  mind. Some of h i s  f r i e n d s  decided to  go on a s p e c i a l  
f i s h i n g  t r i p ,  and J o e ' s  f a t h e r  was s h o r t  of the  monev i t  would c o s t .  So 
he t o l d  J o e  t o  g ive  him t h e  money he had saved from the paper rou te .  J o e  
d i d n ' t  want t o  pive up going t o  camp, s o  he thought of refusinp t o  g i v e  h i s  
f a t h e r  t h e  money. 

22. Should J o e  r e f u s e  t o  g ive  h i s  f a t h e r  t h e  money? Glhy? 

23. Does h i s  f a t h e r  have t h e  r i g h t  t o  t e l l  J o e  t o  give him the money? 

s 



23. Does g iv ing the money have anything to do with being a good eon? 

24. Which is worse, a father breaking 8 promise to  h i s  eon or a son breaking 
, ) ?  a promise t o  h i e  father? 



25. Why should a promise be kept? 
a 6 



Joe wanted t o  go t o  camp bu t  he  was a f r a i d  t o  r e f u s e  t o  g i v e  h i s  f a t h e r  
t h e  money. So he gave h i s  f a t h e r  $ l O  and t o l d  him t h a t  was a l l  he made. 
He took t h e  o t h e r  $40 and paid  f o r  camp wi th  i t .  He t o l d  h i s  f a t h e r  the  
head of the  camv s a i d  he could pav l a t e r .  So he went of f  t o  camp, and 
t h e  f a t h e r  d i d n ' t  go on t h e  f i s h i n g  t r i p .  

' B e f o r e  J o e  went t o  camp, he t o l d  h i s  o l d e r  b ro the r ,  Alexander t h a t  he  r e a l l y  
made $50 and t h a t  he l i e d  t o  h i s  f a t h e r  and s a i d  he'd made $10. Alexander 
wonders whether he should t e l l  h i s  f a t h e r  o r  n o t ,  

26, Should Alexander, t h e  o lde r  b r o t h e r ,  t e l l  t h e i r  f a t h e r  t h a t  J o e  had 
, a  lied &cut the mcney c r  shculd he keea ouiet abaur what Jce had dnne? 

why? 



27. Why would a teenager think he ebouldn't t e l l  on a friend or brother? 
X% 

28. Which i e  more important, being a loyal  eon or a loyal  brother? Why? 
\ 0 
2 \ 



29. If the father f inds  out,  should he punish Joe for ly inp and uoinp off 
- .with the money? Why? 



Severa l  yea r s  l a t e r ,  t h e  p r o m  up b ro the r s  had go t t en  i n t o  s e r i o u s  t roub le .  
They were s e c r e t l y  leaving town i n  a hurry  and needed monev. Alex t h e  o l d e r  
one, broke i n t o  a s t o r e  and s t o l e  S500. Joe  t h e  younper one went t o  a 
r e t i r e d  o ld  man wFo was known t o  he lp  people i n  town. J o e  t o l d  the  man t h a t  
h e  was very  s i c k  andneeded $500 t o  pay f o r  the  opera t ion .  P e a l l y  he wasn't  
sick a t  a l l ,  and he  had no i n t e n t i o n  of paving the  man back. Although t h e  
man d i d n ' t  know Joe  very  w e l l ,  he loaned him t h e  monev. So J o e  and Alex 
skipped town, each wi th  $500. 

30. If you had t o  say who d id  worse, would you say A 1  d i d  worse t o  break 

3: i n  t h e  s t o r e  and s t e a l  t h e  $500 o r  J o e  d i d  worse t o  borrow t h e  $500 
with no i n t e n t i o n  of paying i t  back? Why? 



Would you feel  l i k e  a worse pfrson steal inp l i k e  Al or cheating 1ip.e 
Joe? 

32, Why ehouldn't someone steal from a store  anyhow? 
. -, 
J > 



33. Who would f e e l  worse, the storeowner who was robhed or the man who 
' was cheated out of the loan? Why? 

34 .  Which should the law be more harsh or atronp against ,  s t e a l i n g  l i k e  
A1 or cheatinp l i k e  Joe? Why? 



In Korea, a companv of Var ines  was way outnumbered and was r e t r e a t i n g  h e f o r e  
t h e  enemy. The company had crossed  a  b r i d g e  over  a  r i v e r ,  b u t  t h e  enemv 
were most lv  s t i l l  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e .  I f  someone went back t o  t h e  b r i d g e  and 
blew i t  up as t h e  enemv were c o m i n ~  over  i t .  i t  would weaken t h e  enemv. With 
t h e  head start t h e  r e s t  of t h e  men i n  t h e  companv would have, they  could 
probahlv  then  escape .  Rut t h e  man who s t aved  back t o  blow up t h e  b r i d g e  
would probablv  not  b e  a b l e  t o  escape  a l i v e -  t h e r e  would be about  a 4 t o  1 
chance he would be k i l l e d .  The c a v t a i n  of t h e  company has  t o  dec ide  who 
should  go back and do t h e  job.  The c a p t a i n  himself  is  t h e  man who knows 
b e s t  how t o  l e a d  t h e  r e t r e a t .  He a s k s  f o r  v o l u n t e e r s ,  bu t  no one w i l l  
v o l u n t e e r .  I f  he  goes h imse l f ,  t h e  men w i l l  p robablv  n o t  g e t  back s a f e l y  
and h e  is  t h e  on ly  one who knows how t o  l e a d  t h e  r e t r e a t .  

35, Should t h e  c a p t a i n  o r d e r  a man t o  go on t h i s  v e r y  danperous mfss ion  o r  
. I  

j-. should  h e  go h imse l f ?  Why? 



36. Does the captain have the r ight  t o  order a man if he thinks i t  beet to? 
MY? 

37. %.ich would be best  for  the survival  of a l l  t h e  men ordering a man or 
' the captain going himeelf? 



38. If i t  were absolutelv certain that manv more l i v e s  would he l o s t  i f  
' he went himself and were k i l l ed  ~ h 0 1 1 l d  he order another man to  go against 

his w i l l ?  

39. 'w'ouid a man have the r i p h i  tc ieftise such an order? bw:? 



The c a p t a i n  finallg decided t o  o r d e r  one of t h e  men t o  s t a v  hehfnd. nne 
of t h e  men he thoupht of was one who had a  l o t  of s t r e n p t h  and couraEe b u t  
he was a bad t r o u b l e  maker. lre was always s t e a l i n p  t h j n p ~   fro^ t b e  other 
men, b e a t i n p  them up and wouldn ' t  do h j s  work. The second man he thought  
of had g o t t e n  a had d i s e a s e  i n  Korea and was l i k e l y  t o  d f e  i n  a  s h o r t  t ime 
anyway, though he was s t r o n p  enough t o  do t h e  job.  

40. Should t h e  c a p t a i n  send t h e  t r o u b l e  maker o r  t h e  s i c k  man? F t h v ?  
4 , 



41. Who would i t  be fairer to eend? 

42. Would it be fa i r  to eend the  trouble maker as  a punishment? 



43. Whose l i f e  would be  worth more to  the companv? 
L. 



Type 1 - or ien ted  t o  paaoive obedience and compliance. 

Choice. - Should ~ i v e  t h e  money t o  f a t h e r .  

f. Proper ty  rules and r i g h t s ,  U t t l e  sense  of ownership r i g h t 8  
of the son. 

C, Affect ion ,  No sense t h a t  f a t h e r  and son a r e  o r  should be concefned 
about each o t h e r ' s  we l fa re  or  f e e l i n g s .  

' O, Authori ty,  Simply a f a c t  t h a t  f a t h e r  has power t o  demand money, 
may invoke ownership of  son. Son should g ive  t o  obey,comply. 
M8y invoke punishment o r  t rouble .  

P. J u s t i c e .  Little sense of the  i n j u s t i c e  of the  broken promise, 
though knows i ts  wrong t o  break promises. Some sense  t h a t  i f  
the f a t h e r  t o l d  t h e  boy he  could go, he  should l e t  him. .But 
boy could go another  yea r  ins t ead .  

P. J ,  _Promise. Woree f o r  son t o  break a promise than a f a t h e r  because 
f a t h e r  is bigger.  No sense  of keeping a promise beyond something 

- you're supposed t o  do,  

Type 2 - or ien ted  t o  keeping and using what you g e t .  Or ien ta t ion  t o  
purpose of going t o  camp and t o  holding onto own money. No eva lua t ion  
of f a t h e r .  

- 
. 
Choice. May be uncer t a in ,  b u t  favors  r e fus iny  t h e  f a t h e r .  

E. Son Role. No concern t o  be n i c e  i n  son r o l e .  

D. ~ u t h o r i t ~ .  Assumes f a t h e r  c a n ' t  fo rce  the  i s s u e ,  has no  a u t h o r i t y  
because i ts  the  boy's proper ty .  I f  f a t h e r  wants money, he can 
e a r n  i t  . 

I. Proper ty .  Simple f a c t  t h a t  boy earned, it's h i s  money. 

I?. J u s t i c e .  Promise is seen a s  bad i n  d isappoint ing  expecta t ion  of 
g r a t i f i c a t i o n .  Sees f a t h e r  a s  i n  b e t t e r  pos i t ion  t o  ea rn  money 
than son,  hence not f a i r  t o  a s k ,  

Type 3 - Nice boy with some sense  of r i g h t .  

Choice. Conf l i c t  between being n i c e  boy and maintaining purpose 
and r i g h t s .  Tends t o  say thatl 'boy doesn' t  have t o  g i v e  the  
money but  I would." E f f o r t s  a t  compromise by giving some money, 
insu r ing  i t  w i l l  be pa id  back, e t c .  



Property r u l e s .  Hae a r i g h t  t o  t h e  money. Some seme t h a t  80th 

worked hard f o r  the  money, deserves a reward, b u t  n o t  c a t e g o r i c a l  
about i t ,  

Son r o l e .  Some idea  of  being n i c e ,  u n s e l f i s h ,  s a c r i f i c i n g ,  g r a t e f u l  
f o r  p a s t  c a r e .  May invoke b e l i e f  t h a t  f a t h e r  is or i en ted  t o  
boy's own b e s t  welfare ,  o r  t o  family 's  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  has  
an u n s e l f i s h  g o a l  and knowe bes t .  

Authority. Cf. 1, 2, 5, Doesn't invoke a u t h o r i t y  of f a t h e r  bu t  
being n i c e .  Assumes f a t h e r  won't . r e a l l y  coerce o r  punish. . . 

- - A  - c u r  r r r 4 - 4  1 - C 4  CI.. 
JUI LALC YULY= PYPILYLLO.AV.. cf brezbinug ~ ~ ~ F B P - P  t-Q wt- being 

a good son o r  f a t h e r , . n o t  ca r ing  about  o the r ,  etc. 

- Oriented t o  a n  i n t e r n a l i z e d  sense  of the f a t h e r ' s  a u t h o r i t y ,  

Choice. Conf l ic t  between reward f o r  work and f a t h e r ' s  a u t h o r i t y .  
Usually e i v e  the money t o  t h e  f a t h e r .  

I. Property.  Clear sense t h a t  boy worked hard f o r  t h e  money, 80 ohould 
have h i s  reward o r  expecta t ions  maintained,  

D. Authori ty.  To show r e s p e c t  o r  not  d e t r a c t  from, go a g a i n s t  f a t h e t ' a  
a u t h o r i t y ,  Some invocat ion  of a u t h o r i t y  of t h e  f a t h e r  on a 
c a t e g o r i c a l  b a s i s  a p a r t  from j u s t i f y i n g  compliance i n  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  a s  n i c e .  Subsumes f a t h e r  under a class of persons 
deserving r e s p e c t  and reward, Tends tod i s t ingu i sh  f a t h e r ' s  
au thor i ty  t o  determine whether boy goes t o  camp (or  h a t  does 
with t h e  money) and h i s  r i g h t  t o  take boy's money. A sense of 
the  power of the  f a t h e r  b u t  no invocat ion  of r e a l  coerc ion o r  
punishment, 

C. Son Role. Accepts t h a t  boy should s a c r i f i c e  h i s  i n t e r e e t a .  May 
be some case  t h a t  t o  boy's long range i n t e r e s t s  t o  do so,  or 

. t h a t  w i l l  even o u t  i n  the  end. Aware of prolnfsc i s s u e .  

F. J u s t i c e ,  Promise as s imi la ted  t o  maintenance of p a r e n t h f l d  
au thor i ty  system, Boy would l o s e  r e s p e c t  f o r  f a t h e r  i f  
broke promise, etc. Not a c a t e g o r i c a l  c o n t r a c t u a l  a t t i t u d e .  
But genuine a t t i t u d e  t h a t  one should keep onefa  word. 

Type 5 - Oriented t o  a sense  of c o n t r a c t u a l  r i g h t s  i n  the s i t u a t i o n  i n  
terms of which the  d i f f u s e  father-son r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  i r r e l e v a n t .  

Choice. Refuse the  money. L i t t l e  unce r t a in ty ,  

C. Son-father welfare. Some sense  of f a t h e r ' s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  mainta in  
son 's  value of planning, maintaining purpose. As genera l ly  
l eg i t ima te ,  a s  t o  be encouraged. 



1. Property. Sense of the boy's r i g h t  to  the money becauoe of prior 
agrement. Issue is ,  of maintaining r ights  rather than of 
keeping money, of doin3 what one vante, 

D. Authorfty. Father has no r i g h t  ro ask i n  t h i s  s i tuat ion ,  though 
may also mention the l e g a l  definition of a father having r ights  
aver minor's property, e.g., 'he could but shouldn't i n  this case." 

P. J u s t i c e .  Not an actual focus on the injustice of the father, tha . 
fact that being a bad father .  Clear focw on the p r d s e ,  as 
giving the son r i g h t s  in the s i tust ion .  Refuse becaure rather 
broke h i s  word. 

Type 6 - Oriented to the father's injustice but i n  a n  evaluative rather 
than r e t a l i a t i v e  way. Otherwise l i k e  Type 5 ,  
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