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ABSTRACT 

~ u k s c s l  w r i t i n g s  on t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  

p r e s e n t e d  and examined; and h i s  t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e r e  is a  d i r e c t  

r e l a t i o n  between t h e  " d i a l e c t i c  movement of h i s t o r y  and t h e  

g r e a t  g e n r e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  which p o r t r a y  t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  

h i s t o r y . n  T h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  p r o c e s s  is a c c e ~ t e d  

a s  an  h y p o t h e s i s .  &The s o c i o l o g y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  Nor th  

America and Europe i s  examined i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  Lukbcsr  i d e a s .  

It i s  conc luded  t h a t  t h e  p o s i t i v i s m  o f  North American s o c i o l o g y  

of l i t e r a t u r e  i g n o r e s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s p e c i f i c i t y  o f  contemporary  

l i t e r a r y  forms. P a r t  o f  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  

Kenneth Burke and Hugh Duncan i s  shown t o  d e r i v e  from p a r t i a l  

e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  ep i s t emology  o f  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  Greeks and 

Hegel ianism.  S i m i l a r l y  Luk;csr ph i losophy  o f  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  

a r e  shown t o  be  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  on a  r i g i d l y  M a r x i s t  econoniic 

de te rmin i sm a s  w e l l  a s  Hege l i an  i d e a l i s m .  ~ u k g c s '  concep t  o f  

l i t e r a r y  r e a l i s m  -- i n  contemporary  s o c i e t y  a s  t h o s e  forms o f  

t h e  n o v e l  which p o r t r a y  t h e  s p e c i f i c  problems o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  

and c l a s s e s  and t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  w i t h i n  

t h e  " t o t a l i t y  of t h e  movement o f  h i s t o r y n - -  i s  examined i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  p r a c e s s e s  of  c a p i t a l i s t  development  i n  Europe. 

It is z rgued  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  p r o v i d e s  more t h a n  n e x t e n s i o n s  

of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y v ,  a s  Burke and Duncan imply.  Some o f  t h e  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  of ~ u k i c s '  f o r m u l a t i o n s  f o r  a s o c i o l o g i c a l  

c o n c e p t i o n  of ' s o c i a l  r e a l i t y r  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  

t h e s i s .  The purpose  o f  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  



s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  concep t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  

v a r y i n g  w i t h  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic t r a n s f o r m a t  i o n s  of 

s o c i e t y .  

I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  i t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  ~ u k a ' c s '  s o c i o l -  

o g i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n s  on l i t e r a t u r e  though go ing  beyond t h o s e  

of t h e  s y m b o l i s t s ,  was i n a d e q u a t e l y  used  by him i n  h i s  a t t e m p t  

t o  a n a l y s e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  l i t e r a t u r e ;  and some o f  t h e  s i g -  

n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  work of n o v e l i s t s  such  a s  Kafka ,  Camus 

and E l l i s o n  a r e  s u g g e s t e d .  The impor tance  o f  t h e  v i n d i v i d u a l i s m l l  

of t h e s e  n o v e l i s t s  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  wider  problems of p h i l o s o p h y  

and t h e  "one d i m e n s i o n a l i t y "  o f  contemporary  s o c i e t y .  
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I N T R O D U C T I O N  

C r i t i c i s m  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  on ly  t o  t h e  
e x t e n t  t h a t  it i s  v i a b l e ,  and much of what i s  
pub l i shed  today  i s  l e s s  p e r t i n e n t  t han  l i t e r a r y  
s c h o l a r s h i p  o r  t he  h i s t o r i c a l  consc iousness  of 
t h o s e  who-guard a  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n . 1  

I n  h i s  polemics a g a i n s t  t h e  mono-causally o r i e n t e d  

Marx is t s  o f  h i s  own day ,  t h a t  i s  t o  say ,  t h e  economic d e t e r m i n i s t s ,  

On t h e  one hand, and t h e " p o s i t i v i s t i c  s o c i o l g i s t s ; '  on t h e  o t h c r  

hand, Georg ~ u k 6 c s  developed a  phi losophy o f  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  

and e lements  of s o c i o l o g i c a l  epistemology,  which r e t a i n  t h e i r  

importance today ,  p a r t l y  because o f  our  ignorance  ( s o c i o l q g i s t s T  ) 

of  it; bu t  most ly  because o f  i t s  profound s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  a  

c r i t i c a l  soc io logy ,  

I n  a n  analogous c r i t i c i s m  o f  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  

and s c i e n t i f i c  o b j e c t i v i t y ,  John Horton, made a  s t r o n g  p l ea  f o r  

s s o c i o l o g i c a l  r e a l i s m ,  almost  e e u a l  i n  i t s  f o r c e  t o  ~ u k s c s f  p l ea  

f o r  c r i t i c a l  r e a l i s m  i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  Both p l e a s  were s p e c i f i c  

and gene ra l .  Hor tonTs  p l e a  concent ra ted  on t h e  pa radox ica l  

l a t e r  dehumanization and r e i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  concept  of a l i e n a t i o n  

and anomie: a dehumanization which obscures  t h e  r a d i c a l  c r i t i -  

cism of n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y ,  i n  which t h e  
/ 

s t a t u s  of  t h o s e  ccncepts  were weapons, a s  i t  were.* Georg Lukacs, 

Uses t h e  c r i t i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  n o v e l i s t s  from t h e  t ime  of  

Walter S c o t t ,  Balzac; through t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  n o v e l i s t s  

o f  t h e  p e r i o d s  of Leo Tols toy.  He con t inues  w i th  n o v e l i s t s  

of t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  t o  r e i n f o r c e  h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  



t h a t  t h e  modern contemporary l i t e r a t u r e  such a s  t h e  nove l  and 

t h e  drama, should no t  be r e i f i e d  by e i t h e r  modern c r e a t i v e  

w r i t e r s  o r  c r i t i c s .  Rather  t h e s e  c r i t i c s  and w r i t e r s  can 

t ransform t h e  p a s t  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n s ,  and r e - e s t a b l i s h  t h e  

novel  a s  a  c r i t i c a l  weapon a g a i n s t  modern c a p i t a l i s m .  I n  

doing t h i s  they w i l l  be  con t inu ing  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  Western 

l i t e r a t u r e .  3 

The r e a l l y  g r e a t  n o v e l i s t s  a r e  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  
always t r u e  born sons  of Homer. True t h e  world 
of  o b j e c t s  and t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between them 
h a s  changed, h a s  become more i n t r i c a t e ,  l e s s  
spontaneously  p o e t i c .  But t h e  a r t  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
n o v e l i s t s  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  p r e c i s e l y  i n  t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  overcome t h e  unpoe t i c  n a t u r e  of  t h e  
wor ld ,  through s h a r i n g  and exper ienc ing  t h e  
l i f e  and e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  s o c i e t y  t hey  l i v e d  
i n .  It i s  by sending out  t h e i r  spontaneous ly  
t y p i c a l  he roes  t o  f u l f i l  t h e i r  i n h e r e n t l y  
neces sa ry  d e s t i n i e s  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  w r i t e r s  
have mastered wi th  such sovereign power t h e  
changefu l  t e x t u r e  of  t h e  e x t  ern?-1 and i n t  e r d a l  , 
g r e a t  and l i t t l e  moments t h a t  make up l i f e . 4  

For ~ u k s c s  t h e n , t h e  modern novel  is  on ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  

if it c a r r i e s  on t h e  e p i c  and dramat ic  t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  Western 

l i t e ra tu re .  And t h e  novel  Is  r e a l i s t  i n  so f a r  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

c h a r a c t e r s  and t h e  t y p i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  which they  a c t  concen- 

t r a t e  a l l  t h e  f o r c e s  of  change a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime i  f o r c e s  of  

change t h a t  a r e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  p r e s e n t  i n  a given s o c i e t y . ,  Realism 

as conceived by ~ u k z c s  must n e c e s s a r i l y  be i n  c o n f l i c t  wi th  

c a p i t a l i s m  a s  " r e a l i t y f 1 .  The g r e a t  c o n f l i c t s  of t h e  t i m e ,  must 

come t o  dramat ic  consc iousness  i n  t h e  t y p i c a l  hero  i n  any 

n a r r a t i v e .  S t a t i n g  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  an  e a r l i e r  work, ~ u k z c s  

expounds h i s  phi losophy o f  l i t e r a t u r e  . t h u s  : 



Since  human n a t u r e  i s  no t  f i n a l l y  s e p a r a b l e  
from s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  each n a r r a t i v e  d e t a i l  
w i l l  be s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  it 
e x p r e s s e s  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  between man a s  
i n d i v i d u a l  and man a s  s o c i a l  being.5 

The i m p l i c i t  p l e a  f o r  a  c r i t i c a l  soc io logy  a g a i n s t  modern indus-  

t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  John Hor tonTs  work, is  made e x p l i c i t  i n  

Lukics' phi losophy of l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m .  It i s  a  p l e a  d i r e c t e d  

a g a i n s t  ph i losophy ,  soc io logy  and c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g ,  t h u s :  

. . . It i s  t h e s e  t e n s i o n s  and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  
bo th  w i t h i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and under ly-  
i n g  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  r e l a t i o n  t o  h i s  
fe l low human be ings  -- a l l  of which 
t e n s i o n s  i n c r e a s e  i n  i n t e n s i t y  w i th  
t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of c a p i t a l i s m  -- t h a t  
must form t h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  contem- 
p o r a r y  r ea l i sm.6  

What i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  ~ u k s c s ~  work i s  t h e  unique 

n a t u r e  of h i s  Marx is t  p e r s p e c t i v e .  It p rov ides  i n s i g h t  on two 

l e v e l s  o f  a n a l y s i s .  'On t h e  f irst  l e v e l a r e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  i n  

soc io logy  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  -- i n d i v i d u a l  - and s o c i e t y ,  

c h a r a c t e r  --_. ___ and s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  o b j e c t i v i t y  and s u b j e c t i v i t y  
., 

in t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  and t h e  n a t u r e  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  On 

t ~ e ? s e c o n d  l e v e l  of a n a l y s i s ,  ~ u k a c s  a t t a c k s  p o s i t i v i s t i c  

t r ea tmen t  of l i t e r a t u r e  i n  soc io logy  wi th  h i s  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of  

a e s t h e t i c s .  IIe does  t h i s  by a  somewhat unique p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 

changes i n  a r t  form by h i s t o r i c a l  pe r iod .  ~ u k z c s  views t h e  

Simple, fo rma l  h i s t o r i c a l  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n  o f  (changes i n  a r t  

form) g e n r e s  i n  a r t  h i s t o r y ,  a s  s t e r i l e  and meaningless .  He 

drgues t h a t  l e a d s  t o  a  m y s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a r t  forms,  on t h e  

P a r t  of l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s .  A s  an a l t e r n a t i v e ,  L U ~ ~ C S  p r e s e n t s  



an a n a l y s i s  o f  a e s t h e t i c s  a s  c u l t u r a l l y  r e l a t i v e  phenomena , 
t h a t  i s  dependent on t h e  n a t u r e  and c o n s t e l l a t i o n  of s o c i a l  

f o r c e s ,  a t  any g i v e n  pe r iod  i n  a  s o c i e t y ' s  development, and t h e  

a r t i s t ' s  i n ~ o l v e m e n t  i n  t h i s  mi l i eu .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  modes 

and means of c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g  ' s o c i a l  r e a l i t y T ,  a r e  viewed by 

Lukzcs as be ing  dependent on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n  

e x i s t i n g  i n  a s o c i e t y .  It is  t h e  a r t i s t ' s  unders tanding  of 

t h e s e ,  h i s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e s e  

f o r c e s ,  which de t e rmines  what and how t h e  a r t  produces. 

I n  ~ u k i c s  system, t h e  means by which t h e  l i t e r a r y  

c r i t i c / s o c i o l o g i s t  can a n a l y s e  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  t o  u s e  t h e  

d i a l e c t i c  t o  unders tand  the  r e l a t i o n  between p a s t ,  p r e sen t  

and f u t u r e ,  and t h e  manner i n  which t h e s e  a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  i n  

t y p i c a l  s i t u a t i o n s  and c h a r a c t e r s .  The n o v e l i s t s  develop t h e s e  

s i t u a t i o n s  i n  f i c t i o n  by s h a r i n g  and exper ienc ing  t h e  ' l i f e T  

and e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  s o c i e t y  t h e y  l i v e  i n *  These s i t u a t i o n s  

a r e  p re sen ted  a s  charged wi th  t h e  f o r c e s  o f  change. a t  a  
/ 

P a r t i c u l a r  t ime.  The c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  t y p i c a l ,  Lukacs a s s e r t s  

when t h e i r  innermost  be ings  respond i n  oppos i t i on  t o  t h e  given 

S o c i a l  o r d e r .  The t y p i c a l ,  i n  s h o r t ,  i s  t h e  concen t r a t i on  of 

a l l  f o r c e s  moving f o r  s o c i a l  change. This is  i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  

t o  t h e  average.  For example t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  hero  i n  a nove l ,  

though determined by t h e s e  s o c i a l  f o r c e s ,  must a s  an i n d i v i d u a l  

have a  conscious  view and l a r g e r  v i s i o n  t h a t  l e a d s  t o  a  new 

Society .  This  t h e n ,  is  ~ u k g c s  concept ion of c r i t i c a l  r e a l i s m *  

It. is  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  s t r u g g l e  between a  s u p e r i o r  i n d i v i d u a l ,  

and a  s o c i e t y  t h a t  he  must mas t e r ,  n o t  escape from. 7 



If a  common b a s i s  f o r  l i t e r a r y  r e a l i s m  i s  d e f i n e d  a s  

t h e  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and economic r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  human 

h t e r a c t i o n  and s o c i e t a l  development,  it would be r i g h t l y  

Z~rgued t h a t  t h i s  i s  t a u t o l o g o u s ,  because it does  n o t  d e a l  w i t h  

t h e  ways i n  which t h e  a r t i s t  i s  in f luenced  i n  h i s  cho ice  o f  

l i t e r a r y  m a t e r i a l .  That d e f i n i t i o n  a l s o  does no t  e s t a b l i s h  

some of t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  c r i t e r i a  f o r  l i t e r a r y  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

and c r i t i c i s m s .  / ~ t  t h e  c o r e  o f  t h i s  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  what a r e  

t h e  r e l - a t i o n s  between a r t i s t i c  p roces se s  such as  l i t e r a t u r e  

and s o c i a l  l i f e  i n  i t s  more g e n e r a l  s e n s e  of p o l i t i c a l  and 

economic development. 

This  t h e s i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  examine t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

e x p l a n a t i o n s  of t h e  f o r e g o i n g  r e l a t i o n s .  I w i l l  do t h i s  i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  manner. F i r s t  o f  a l l  I i n t e n d  t o  examine t h e  

b!ork of t h e  major  American s o c i o l o g i s t s  Kenneth Burke and 

Hugh Duncan a g a i n s t  t h e  background of  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  ph i lo sophe r s ,  

t h e  Greeks and Hegel. It w i l l  be shown t h a t  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  

n a t u r e  of s o c i a l  and l i t e r a r y  r e a l i t y ,  one a s p e c t  o f  which i s  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t y ,  

a r e  framed i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  manner which h a s  been termed i n  

soc io logy ,  p o s i t i v i s m .  I w i l l  p o i n t  o u t  some of  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  

of t h i s  method and show how Georg ~ u k g c s  r e so lved  t h e s e  problems. 

I w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  ways i n  which ~ u k i c s  adopted a  Marx is t -  

Hegelian p e r s p e c t i v e  t o  do a  number of  t h i n g s .  F i r s t  of  a l l  t o  

a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  a r t i s t i c  p roces s  r a i s e s  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  about  t h e  

n a t u r e  of s p e c i f i c  r e a l i t y  and a r e  based on ana?:yses p e r t i n e n t  

t o  t h e  development of t h e  comp2s i t iona l  f e a t u r e s  of c a p i t a l i s t  



s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  Thus ques t ions  about  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between 

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t y  cannot be r e so lved  wi thout  r e c o u r s e  

t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of s p e c i f i c  f e a t u r e s  o f  deve lop ing  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  

Europe. Secondly d e l i n e a t i o n  of  t h e  s p e c i f i c  f e a t u r e s ,  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  and e x i s t e n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  development o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  

r a i s s t h e  whole problem of human consciousness  a s  c l a s s  con- 

sc iousness .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  I w i l l  show t h a t  ~ u k a c s  saw t h i s  not  

simply a s  a  r e f l e c t i o n  of  e x i s t e n t  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  bu t  a s  

de te rmin ing  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  and development of c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  

in Europe. 

I w i l l  demonstra te  i n  my a n a l y s i s  t h a t  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  

t h e  first c p e s t i b n  about t h e  r e a l i t y  va lue  of  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  

P a r t l y  dependent on a  Marxian approach t o  t h e  soc io logy  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  as  formulated by Georg ~ u k z c s .  To do t h i s  I w i l l  

p r e s e n t  an a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  development of  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  

theo ry  of a r t ,  t h e  C l a s s i c a l  Greeks and l a t e r  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  

cen tury  ph i lo sophe r  Hegel. I have s e l e c t e d  t h e s e  two a r e a s  

because t h e y  provide  a  common source  t o  t h e  American c o n t i n e n t a l  

and European approaches  t o  t h e  soc io logy  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  And 

t h e  reason  i s  t h a t  d e s p i t e  t h e  l a t e r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  fo rmula t ions  

t h e  work of Hegel c o n t a i n s  bo th  conse rva t ive  and r a d i c a l  

t endenc ies .  I w i l l  sugges t  i n  Chapter Three t h a t  q u i t e  a p a r t  

from t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  methods of a n a l y s i s  and t h e  e m p i r i c a l  

m a t e r i a l s  i n v e s t i g a t e d  by t h e  two approaches  t o  t h e  soc io logy  

of l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  problem wi th  t h e  symbolic f u n c t i o n a l  "schoolt1 

i n  soc io logy  is  t h a t  r e c i p r o c i t y  between i n d i v i d u a l s  and s o c a l  

groups is a  b a s i c  p re - suppos i t i on ,  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  framework 



i s  geared t o  demonstra t ing t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  performs t h e  f u n c t i o n s  

of nequipment f o r  l i v i n g "  -- t h e  dev ice  i s  s i m i l a r  t o  Weber's 

"means-endsff schema of s o c i a l  ac t ion. '  It i s  f o r  t h e s e  r ea sons  

t h a t  t h i s  brand of soc io logy  i s  termed p o s i t i v i s m .  

The q u e s t i o n  becomes what t h e n  i s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  va lue  

of a ~ u k i c s i z n  approach t o  t h e  soc io logy  of l i t e r a t u r e ?  And what 

IS t h e  n a t u r e  of  Luk:cst fo rmula t ion?  I n  my d i s c u s s i o n s  I w i l l  

demonstra te  t h a t  a s  a t h e o r e t i c a l  t o o l ,  a  h e u r i s t i c  d e v i c e ,  

h k s c s f  work provide  major advantages  though t h e  weakness o f  

h i s  e m p i r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of n i n e t e e n t h  cen tury  nove l s  a r e  provided 

towards t h e  end of t h e  t h e s i s  t o g e t h e r  w i th  some of t h e  reasons  

and sugges t ions  f o r  going beyond ~ u k g c s '  theory .  

F i r s t  o f  a l l  I w i l l  demonstra te  t h a t  Lukzcs' methodology 

r e s t s  on a c l e a r l y  argued phi losophy o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between being 

and e x i s t e n c e .  T h i s  is  h i s  soc io logy  of kn0wled~e .9  That by 

U t i l i z i n g  t h e  Hegelian-Marxian d i a l e c t i c ,  Lukzcs c o n s t r u c t e d  t h e  

concepts  of t o t a l i t y  i n  h i s  s u b s t a n t i v e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s .  

Tnus we f i n d  t h e  t o t a l i t y  of h i s t o r y  and h i s t o r i c a l  movement. 

Here what Luk&cs does  i s  t o  argue t h a t  from t h e  e a r l y  Greek 

c i v i l i z a t i o n s ,  c e r t a i n  s t r u c t u r a l  changes such a s  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

power of t h e  S t a t e  over  sma l l  s c a l e  p a t r i a r c h a l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

forms of a u t h o r i t y  were d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s  i n  economic l i f e  which 

manifes ted themsalvestin :p iulosophy.  I n  a r t  t-oo forme Gnci  con ten t  

of l i t e r a t u r e  change, t h e  e p i c  t e n d s  t o  r i v e  way t o  drama nnd 

tragedy, and s o  on. The second concept of t o t a l i t y  i s  t h a t  of  

~ h i l o s o ~ h i c a ~  and conc re t e  e x i s t e n c e .  B r i e f l y  i t  i s  t h e  ways 

in which p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  exp lana t ions  a r i s e  ou t  



of and i n f l u e n c e  t h e  consc iousness  of i n t e l l e c t u a l s  and a r t i s t s ,  

while f o r  t h e  contending economic and p o l i t i c a l  c l a s s e s  t h e i r  

- Consciousnesses a r e  determined by t h e i r  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e s .  

Thi rd ly  i s  t o t a l i t y  o f  form and con ten t  i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  The 

d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  t h e s i s  w i l l  be t o  r e l a t e  t h e s e  themes t o  t h e  

g e n e r a l l y  formulated ques t ion  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between conscious-  

nes s  and e x i s t e n c e .  My aim i s  t o  demonstra te  t h a t  t h u s  formu- 

l a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  and a r t  a r e  more than  ex t ens ions  of s o c i a l  

r e a l i t y ,  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  t h e y  simply i l l u s t r a t e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

n o t i o n s  about  t h e  n a t u r e  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  My con ten t ion  i s  

t h a t  t h e  c la ims  of  some t h e o r i s t s  such as  S e g e r s t e d t ,  a s  an 

extreme case ,  a r e .  c la ims  f o r  t h e o r i e s  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  based 

on t h e i r  d e f i n i t i o n s  of  t h e  concepts  t hey  u s e  and t h e i r  own 

obse rva t ion  o f  s o c i a l  behaviour.  lo Both o f  t h e s e  a r e  no t  f u l l y  

r e l i a b l e  gu ides  and a s  ~ u k i c s  a rgues  lend  an e t e r n a l  q u a l i t y  t o  

t h e  n a t u r e  of " s o c i a l  f a c t s v .  This  i s  not  t o  sugges t  t h a t  t h e s e  

models do not  have va luab le  u t i l i t y .  But s p e c i f i c i t y  i s  gained 

a t  t h e  p r i c e  of d i s t o r t i o n .  11 

The c r i t i c i s m  of d i s t o r t i o n  a p p l i e s  t o  ~ u k g c s '  a t t empt  

t o  extend h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  based on n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  

f i c t i o n  t o  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  l i t e r a t u r e  j u s t  a s  w e l l .  I 

suggest  toward t h e  end o f  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  formu- 

l a t i o n  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  nove l  conceived o f  a  r i g i d  system of 

c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  i n  which t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  c l a s s  ideo logy  on 

i n d i v i d u a l  wel tanschauungis  -- f a i r l y  p r e d i c t a b l e .  Therefore  t h e  

Lukacsian concept ion  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  "typeT1 i s  f a i r l y  a c c u r a t e .  

But i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tury  t h e  problem of  i n d i v i d u a l  forms o f  



C ~ n s c i o u s n e s s  needs  t o  be re- thought .  The ques t ion  i s  why i s  

~ ~ k a c s f  model l i m i t e d ,  when a p p l i e d  t o  contemporary l i t e r a t u r e ?  

We w i l l  examine h e r e  some o f  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  and p h i l o -  

soph ica l  exp lana t ions  of t h e  changes l e a d i n g  t o  an  a t t empt  t o  

i l l u s t r a t e  a  more complex i n d i v i d u a l  consciousness .  The 

ques t ion  behind t h i s  l i n e  o f  a n a l y s i s  i s rwhat  a r e  some of  t h e  

f o r c e s  d i r e c t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  away from t h e  n a r r a t i v e  concerns  

of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  and toward t h e  "mental s t a t e  of t h e  

ind iv idua l" .  I w i l l  d i s c u s s  Marcuse's g e n e r a l  t h e s i s  i n  

Dimensional Man and Eros And C i v i l i z a t i o n .  I w i l l  s ugges t  

t h a t  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t s  have not  evapora ted ,  bu t  r a t h e r  become 

subsumed -- i n  t e rms  of t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  c h a r a c t e r  -- i n  wider  

problems of technology and bureaucracy.  I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h e  

focus of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i l l  be on t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and 

l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c a l  a n a l y s e s  of t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  s o c i a l  l i f e  

as exp lana t  ions  of s t r u c t u r a l  changes. l2 F i n a l l y  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  

moves t o  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  deba t e s  wi th  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t  phi losophy 

which may have obscured ~ u k z c s '  ou t look ,  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  

recognize  t h e  n i h i l i s t  element i n  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry  

l i t e r a t u r e  which may no longe r  be a  dominant f a c t o r  i n  more 

r e c e n t  novels .  But I sugges t  a c o n t i n u i t y  i n  concerns  between 

t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  of w r i t e r s  l i k e  Camus and Ralph E l l i s o n .  I 

suggest  t h a t  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of c h a r a c t e r  on ly  c o n f l i c t s  

wi th  Lukscs u s e  of h i s  own t h e o r y ,  no t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i th  h i s  

t heo ry  o f  t h e  novel .  



FOOTNOTES 

0 

l ~ f .  A l f r ed  Kazin 's  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  Georg Lukacs S t u d i e s  I n  
European R ~ a m ,  Grosset  & Dunlop, New York, p. X I I I .  

2 ~ f .  John Horton The Dehumanization O f  Anomie And A l i e n a t i o n ,  
B r i t i s h  J o u r n a l  of c i o l ~ g v .  1 5 t h  December, 1964, pp.283-300. 

3 b  c a .  Kazin 's  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  G. ~ u k i c s ,  pp. V I I - X .  

4 ~ b i d . ,  p. 10, Lukgcs' s t a t e m e n t ,  quoted by Kazin. 

5 ~ e o r g  Lukgcs Realism I n  Our Time, t r a n s l a t e d  from t h e  German 
by J. & M. Mander, World P e r s p e c t i v e s ,  Harper Row, 1964,  lp.75. 
The above i s  a l s o  pub l i shed ,  London 1963 a s  The Meaniny Of 
gont  e m ~ o r a r y  Realism. 

6 ~ b i d  -. 9 p.75. What ~ u k e c s  sugges t s  h e r e  is t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  
is not  s imply a  p roduc t  o f  h i s  a g e ,  b u t  seeks  t o  comprehend it 
as a  t o t a l i t y .  See a l s o  Georg Lukscs H i s t o r i e  e t  Conscience 
de C l a s s e ,  p. 65. 

' Ib id  30-31. r -* 8 
Lukacs, who was i n  h i s  e a r l y  pre-1923 pe r iod  , of development,  
in f luenced  by Weber, seems t o  u se  t h e  concept  "understanding" i n  
very  much t h e  same way t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  does ,  i . e .  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  
and t h e o r e t i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  ' s u b j e c t i v e  s t a t e s  of  mind' 
of a c t o r s .  Though Fieber u s e s  it ammg o t h e r  t e rms ,  mainly 
' v e r s t e h e n f ,  The frame o f  r e f e r e n c e  f o r  t h i s  i s  a c t i o n .  Because 
of Luk6cst a ccep t ance  of t h e  ' d i a l e c t i c 1  a s  a  method of a n a l y s i z ,  
he d i d  n o t  have t o  con f ron t  t h e  t e c h n i c a l  m e t h o d ~ l o g i c a l  problem 
which Weber had of d i v i d i n g  meanings i n t o  ( a )  t h e  a c t u a l  e x i s t i n g  
meaning i n  t h e  g iven  conc re t e  case  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  a c t o r ;  and 
( b )  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  conceived pure  t y p e  of meaning, s u b j e c t i v e  
meaning; f o r  t h e  u n i t y  of t h e o r y  and p r a x i s  a s  a s t a t e d  assumption 
r e so lved  t h i s  concep tua l  d i v i s i o n  ( s e e  my l a t $ r  d i s c u s s i o n  of 
Geschichte  und ~ l a s s e n b e w u s s t s e i n )  . Also Lukacs u s e s  ' t y p e '  i n  
\ a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  s ense  from Weber. Cf. Max Weber The Theory 
Of S o c i a l  And Economic Organ iza t i on ,  t r a n s l a t e d  by 0 ,  
kenderson & T a l c o t t  Parsons ,  e d i t e d  w i th  an  i n t r o d u c t i o n  by 
T a l c o t t  Pa r sons ,  Free P r e s s ,  New York, 1964,  PP. 87-91. 
L ~ k 5 . c ~  a l s o  brolte wi th  h i s  e a r l y  t e a c h e r  blax Weber on t h e  
ques t i on  of human a c t i o n  and human freedom, t h e  former s e e i n g  
h i s t o r i c a l  n e c e s s i t y ,  where t h e  l a t t e r  saw d e l i b e r a t e  c h o i c e s  
between open a l t e r n a t i v e s .  For Weber's a n a l y s i s  s e e  From Max 
Feber  E s s a ~ s  I n  S o c i o l ~ ~ ,  T rans l a t ed  and e d i t e d  wi th  an  
i n t r ~ m ~ ~ i ~ ~ n s  G i r t h  and C.W. M i l l s ,  Routledge Kegan Pau l ,  
London, 1946, pp. 70-74. 



e l b i d . ,  pp. 56-57. 

- 9 ~ e l r n u t  Wagner T y p e s  Of S o c i o l o g i c a l  Theory: Toward A System 
Of C l a s s i f i c a t i o n " ,  American S o c i o l o ~ i c a l  Review, 1963, pp. 735- 
742. Wagner s e e s  Hegel1s work a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a  soc io logy  of 
k n o ~ ~ l e d g e ,  p. 741. 

10 See Torgny S e g e r s t e d t ,  The Nature Of Soc ia l  R e a l i t y :  An 
Essay I n  -- The E p i s t e m o l o ~ y  Of Empir ical  S o ~ i o l o p ~ y ,  Bedminster 
P r e s s ,  New J e r s e y ,  1966. 

l l c f ,  C.W. Mills, Images of Man: The C l a s s i c  T r a d i t i o n  I n  
S o c i o m i T h i n k i n f i ,  George B r a z i l l e r ,  New York, 1960,  
PP* 37-39. 

1 2 ~ h i s  l i n e  of a n a l y s i s  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
and s o c i e t y  ques t ion  i s  d i f f e r e n t  i n  approach f r o n  t h e  e p i s t e -  
mological  fo rmula t ions  of T i ryak in ,  P e t e r  Berger o r  Will iam 
B a r r e t t  . 



CHAPTER I 

HISTORICAL PRECEDERTS: CLASSICAL GREEK EPISTEMOLOGY 

FROM FLAT0 TO PLOTINUS 

I n  d i r e c t  c o n t r a s t  t o  German phi losophy 
which descends from heaven t o  e a r t h ,  
h e r e  we ascend from e a r t h  t o  heaven. 
This  i s  t o  s a y ,  we do no t  s e t  ou t  from 
what men s a y ,  imagineconceive,  no r  from 
men as n a r r a t e d ,  thought  o f ,  imagined, 
conceived,  i n  o r d e r  t o  a r r i v e  a t  men i n  
t h e  f l e s h .  We s e t  o u t  from r e a l ,  a c t i v e  
men, and on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e i r  r e a l  l i f e  
p r o c e s s  we demonstra te  t h a t  development 
of t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  r e f l e x e s  and echoes 
of t h i s  l i f e  p rocess .  

(Karl Marx and F red r i ch  Engels ,  The 
German Ideology repr f r i t ed  i n  Marx 
and Engels " L i t e r a t u r e  and Artw p.12) 

U n t i l  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  Georg ~ u k s c s  l Geschichte  

und Klassenbewusstsein ,  Marx's p h i l o s o p h i c a l  sys tem and 

Consequently h i s  a e s t h e t i c  fo rmula t ions  were no t  perce ived  

as having any s i g n i f i c a n t  indebtedness  t o  Hegel. P a r t l y  

because of t h e  tendency o f  Marxis t  a n a l y s t s  t o  t r e a t  Marx 

and Engels f  phi losophy and a e s t h e t i c s  a s  though t h e y  d i d  n o t  

have s t r o n g  Hegelian r o o t s ,  t h e  former ' s  c o n t i n u i t y  i n  European 

thought  up t o  t h a t  t ime and t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of c l a s s i c a l  

Greek ph i losophy  f o r  Marx and Engels ,  appeared not  t o  be f u l l y  

r e a l i z e d .  However if we unders tand  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  Greek 

Phi losophy and a e s t h e t i c s  f o r  Hegel ,  t h e  l a s t  o f  t h e  grand 

~ h i l o s o ~ h i c ~ l  "ernpire b u i l d e r s v ,  and t h e  connect ion between 

Hegel and Marx and Engels,  then  we cannot deny t h e  c l e a r  

c o n t i n u i t y  between Marx and Engels i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  



I 
and what came b e f o r e .  Georg Lukacs c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  o u r  under-  

s t a n d i n g  i s  t h a t  h e ,  by deve lop ing  a  Marxis t  aesthetics t h a t  

was v e r y  Hege l i an ,  p rov ided  t h i s  l ink . '  Throughout t h e  

v a r i o u s  p e r i o d s  i n  t h e  development of ph i losophy ,  i n  Europe, 

t h e  q u e s t i o n :  what i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  r e a l i t y ,  occupied  a  

P r o ~ i n e n t  p l a c e  i n  p h i l o s o p h i c  concern. Beginning w i t h  

S o c r a t e s t  n o t i o n  of b e a u t y ,  i n  t e rms  of whether  a  t h i n g  s e r v e s  

t h e  end f o r  which it i s  d e s i g n e d ,  wi th  u n i t y  and p r o f i t a b i l i t y  

P l a t 0  developed a  more comprehensive t h e o r y  of a e s t h e t i c s  and 

r e a l i t y .  P l a t 0  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  beyond t h e  world of a p p e a r a n c e s ,  

t h e r e  i s  an  i d e a l  b e a u t , ,  ~ e  on ly  r e a l i t y  capab le  of b e i n g  

loved.  T h i s  a l o n e  i s  capab le  of s a t i s f y i n g  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r ' s  

Pass ion .  But i n  h i s  Regub l i c ,  P l a t o  d e a l s  wi th  t h e  n a t u r e  

and r o l e  of a r t  i n  s o c i e t y .  It is  t h i s  which i s  of concern  

to us.  P l a t o  saw t h e  t r u e  r e a l i t y  a s  God's c r e a t i o n ,  an  

immate r i a l  t h i n g ,  permanent ,  and unchanging i n  t ime  and p lace .  

The a r t i s a n ' s  c r e a t i o n  i s  a  lower l e v e l  of r e a l i t y ,  a n  image 

Of t h e  " t r u e  r e a l i t y . "  F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  a r t i s t  ' S  

i m i t a t i o n  of t h e  a r t i s a n ' s  image. I n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of e d u c a t i o n  

toward t h e  S o c r a t i c - P l a t o n i c  i d e a l  s t a t e ,  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r -  

i s  t o  be accorded t h e  t a s k  of s e l e c t i n g  works of a r t  

*or t h e  e d u c a t i o n  and enjoyment of t h e  young Guardians.  

This  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  two r e a s o n s :  j u s t  because t h e  a r t i s t  

is n o t h i n g  more t h a n  a  b l i n d  i m i t a t o r ,  t i e d  t o  t h e  sensuous ,  

and by h i s  v e r y  n a t u r e  i n c a p a b l e  of reason.  Secondly ,  because ,  

k n o r a n t  o f  h i s  own b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  and t h e r e f o r e  t h o s e  of t h e  

p u b l i c  good, t h e  c i t y  s t a t e ,  t h e  a r t i s t  cannot  know t r u e  

r e a l i t i e s ,  p e r f e c t  t r u t h ,  b e ~ u t y  and goodness.  Only t h e  



p h i l o s o p h e r  can  know t h e s e .  The p h i l o s o p h e r  c e n s o r  w i l l  s e e  

t o  it t h a t  a r t  g i v e s  e x p r e s s i o n  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  mora l  and 

a e s t h e t i c  s t a n d a r d s ,  p romotes the  p u b l i c  w e l f a r e ,  

H e g e l t s  p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  Abso lu t e  I d e a  as  t h e  

u l t i m a t e  r e a l i t y ,  f o r m u l a t e d  rriore t h a n  two t h o u s a n d  y e a r s  a f t e r  

P l a t o ,  h a s  many o f  i t s  r o o t s  i n  Greek p h i l o s o p h y .  Even t h e  

H e g e l i a n  n o t i o n  of "becomingn i n  h i s  d i a l e c t i c s  c a n  b e  t r a c e d  

t o  a s p e c t s  of P l a t o n i a n  i d e a s ,  f o r  example S o c r a t e s  r e p o r t e d  

speech  of C io t ima  of M a n t i n e i a ,  The f o l l o w i n g  i s  an  e x t r a c t  

of P l a t o t s  e x p e c t a t i o n  o f  a p h i l o s o p h e r ,  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  

l a t t e r  s h o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  b e a u t y  and goodness  i n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

and t h i n g s ,  P l a t o  e x p e c t e d  him t o  FO beyond t h e s e ,  f o r  t h e y  a r e  

i m p e r f e c t  e x e m p l i f i c a t i o n s ,  

And soon h e  w i l l  h i m s e l f  p e r c e i v e  t h a t  
t h e  b e a u t y  of one  form i s  a k i n  t o  t h e  
b e a u t y  of a n o t h e r ;  and t h e n  i f  b e a u t y  
o f  form i n  g e n e r a l  i s  h i s  p u r s u i t ,  
how f o o l i s h  would h e  b e  n o t  t o  r ecog-  
n i z e  t h a t  t h e  b e a u t y  i n  e v e r y  form i s  
one  and t h e  same ! And when h e  p e r c e i v e s  
t h i s  he  w i l l  a b a t e  h i s  v i o l e n t  l o v e  o f  
t h e  o n e ,  which he  w i l l  d e s p i s e  and deem 
a s m a l l  t h i n g  and w i l l  become a  l o v e r  
o f  a l l  b e a u t i f u l  fo rms ;  i n  t h e  n e x t  
s t a g e  h e  w i l l  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  t h e  b e a u t y  
o f  t h e  mind i s  mora h o n o u r a b l e  t h a n  t h e  
b e a u t y  o f  ou tward  form ..., he  w i l l  
c r e a t e  many f a i r  and n o b l e  t h o u g h t s  
and  n o t i o n s  i n  b o u n d l e s s  l o v e  o f  
wisdom; u n t i l  on t h a t  s h o r e  h e  waxes 
s t r o n g  and a t  l a s t  t h e  v i s i o n  i s  
r e v e a l e d  t o  him o f  a s i n g l e  s c i e n c e ,  
which i s  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  b e a u t y  e v e r y -  
where!  Here h e  w i l l  p e r c e i v e  a  n a t u r e  
which i n  t h e  f i rs t  p l a c e  i s  e v e r l a s t i n g ,  
n o t  g rowing  and  d e c a y i n p ,  s e c o n d l y  n o t  
f a i r  i n  one  p a r t  and f o u l  i n  a n o t h e r ,  
e i t h e r  i n  t i m e  o r  p l a c e  !* 



Thus t h e  b e a u t i e s  o f  e a r t h  ( o f  msn o r  t h i n g )  a r e  s t e p s  o n l y  t o  

t h i s  a b s o l u t e  beau ty  o f  immate r i a l  form. I n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  one 

can obse rve  a  d i a l e c t i c a l  element  i n  P l a t o n i c  form. But it i s  

c o n s t i t u t e d  o f  e l ements  d e r i v e d  from t h e  e x i g e n c i e s  o f  P l a t o l s  

i d e a l  c i t y  s t a t e .  Thus P l a t o ' s  a e s t h e t i c s  and ph i losophy  of  

t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  though connected a r e  o n t o l o g i c a l ,  because  

P l a t o  recogn ized  o n l y  one r e a l  form t h a t  c r e a t e d  by "God ": 

a l l  r e a l i t y  e x i s t e d  w i t h i n  t h a t  form. P l a t o ' s  a e s t h e t i c s  

does  not  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  n r o o t s n  o f  c o n t e n t  i n  a r t ,  e x c e p t  t o  

ground them i n  form, t h e  a b s o l u t e s  of b e a u t y  and goodness.3 

It i s  wi th  t h i s  t h a t  Hegel ' s  ph i losophy  h a s  t o  d e s l .  Hegel 

had t h e  t a s k  o f  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  a b s o l u t e  q u a l i t y  of r e a l i t y  

and s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  of c o n t e n t  of t h a t  r e a l i t y ,  That  i s  

i n  P l a t o n i c  t e r m s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  form. 

Rut H e g e l t s  w r i t i n g s  on a e s t h e t i c s  d i d  n o t  o n l y  draw 

a  l o t  o f  i t s  i d e a s  from P l a t o  a l o n e .  I n  a c l o s e r  e x a n i n a t i o n ,  

one f i n d s  t h a t  much o f  t h e  subt:.t;lety and s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  of 

Hegelian a e s t h e t i c s  resemble  i n  p a r t s  t h e  f o r m l a t i o n  of two 

o t h e r  Greek p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  A r i s t o t l e  and P l o t i n u s .  In  f a c t  

A r i ~ t o t l ~ ? ~  P o e t i c s  h a s  f o r  l o n g  been h a i l e d  a s  t h e  s i n g l e  

most impor tan t  p r e d e c e s s o r  o f  mcdern a e s t h e t i c s .  

A r i s t o t l e ' s  concep t ion  o f  a r t  a l t h o u g h  i n f l u e n c e d  

by P l a t o f s  view t h a t  a r t ,  by i t s  ve ry  n a t u r e ~ i s  i m i t a t i v e  and 

emotion a r o u s i n g ,  i n v o l v e s  metaphys ica l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

views s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  from p l a t 0  ' s o 4  By t a k i n g  t h e  

view t h a t  a r t  i s  n o t  s imply  a  copy of t h i n g s ,  b u t  a  r e a l  t h i n g ,  

A r i s t o t l e  d e f i n e s  a r t  i n  t e rms  of  i t s  c a p a c i t y  t o  t r a n s f o r m  



t h e  p o t e n t i a l  i n t o  t h e  a c t u a l ,  t o  c r e a t e  something t h a t  o t h e r w i s e  

would n o t  have been. A r i s t o t l e  t a k e s  t h e  concept  of  p u r p o s i v e  

a c t i v i t y ,  and s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a r t  i s  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  

a c t i v i t y ,  which b r i n g s  t o  comple t ion  what n a t u r e  might  have 

a t t en ip ted ,  b u t  f a i l e d  t o  accomplish.  Thus t h e  work of a r t ,  

0 r i g i n a . t i n g  i n  i t s  maker, i s  p a r t l y  a  consequence of a  p r o c e s s  

of f i t t i n g  means t o  a  s p e c i f i c  end, b u t  one which i n v o l v e s  

r a t i o n a l  d e l i b e r a t i o n  and i m a g i n a t i v e  v i s i o n .  But a r t  s t i l l  

emula tes  n a t u r e  i n  i t s  e s s e n t i a l  s t r i v i n g .  S i m i l a r l y ,  

A r i s t o t l e  c o n c e i v e s  o f  beau ty  whether  of  a r t  o r  a  l i v i n g  

c r e a t u r e ,  i n  t e r m s  of a  man i fes ted  u n i t y  of i t s  p a r t s ,  t h e  

f u n c t i o n  t h a t  t h i n g  i s  meant t o  perform and how it performs i t ,  

and i t s  t o t a l  e f f e c t i v e n e s s . 5  

Much o f  Hege l ' s  l a t e r  a n a l y s i s  and c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of 

t h e  v a r i o u s  a r t s  and h i s  a e s t h e t i c  arguments ,  s u g g e s t  a  deve l -  

opment o f  A r i s t o t e l i a n  i d e a s .  L a t e r  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s  we w i l l  

look a t  H e g e l ' s  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t s  i n t o  t h e  Symbolic,  

C l a s s i c a l  and Romantic forms of  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t e rms  of t h e  

development towards  t h e  "Absolute Idea.?? But j u s t  a s  H e g e l ' s  

a n a l y s i s  can be seen  a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  of h i s  theme c f  

i n c r e a s i n g  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ,  s o  A r i s t o t l e 7 s  

i d e a  o f  a r t  a s  i m i t a t i o n  t h a t  proceeds  t o  i m i t a t e  o b j e c t s  i n  

t e rms  of t h e  media of  e x p r e s s i o n ,  was s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  h i s  p l e a  

t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t  of a  work of a r t  must be unders tood p a r t l y  

i n  t e rms  of t h e  s e l e c t e d  media of e x p r e s s i o n .  But A r i s t o t l e t s  

i n  r e t r o s p e c t  was no t  impor tan t  s imply  i n  i t s  p r o v i s i o n  

of a  p e r s p e c t i v e  f o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n s  of a r t  i n  g e n e r a l  



and o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  forms of  a r t ,  i n c l u d i n g  p o e t r y .  The work 

of t h e  e a r l y  Greeks,  and o f  A r i s t o t l e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  p rov ided  

a  l a t e r  b a s i s  f o r  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  d e b a t e s  abou t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  It seems t h a t  what A r i s t o t l e  was g e t t i n g  a t  

i n  h i s  w r i t i n g s  was t h a t  a r t  p r o v i d e s  v a r i o u s  modes f o r  t h e  

c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ;  where S o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i s  

de f ined  i n  t e r m s  of what men do,  t h e  i m i t a t i o n  by o t h e r s  o f  

what men do and t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s ,  t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  f o r  

a c t i o n .  

S i n c e  t h e  o b j e c t s  of i m i t a t i o n  a r e  men 
i n  a c t i o n ,  and t h e s e  men must be e i t h e r  
o f  a  h i g h e r  o r  lower t y p e  ( f o r  moral  
c h a r a c t e r  mainly  answers  t o  t h e s e  
d i v i s i o n s ,  goodness and badness  b e i n g  
t h e  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  marks of moral  
d i f f e r e n c e s ) ,  it  f o l l o w s  t h a t  we must 
r e p r e s e n t  men e i t h e r  a s  b e t t e r  t h a n  
i n  r e a l  l i f e ,  o r  a s  worse ,  o r  a s  t h e y  
a r e .  It i s  t h e  same i n  p a i n t i n g .  
Polygnotus  d e p i c t e d  men a s  n o b l e r  
t h a n  t h e y  a r e ,  Panson as l e s s  nob e ,  
Dionysius  drew them t r u e  t o  l i f e .  k 

For A r i s t o t l e ,  i m i t a t i o n  i s  one i n s t i n c t  of  o u r  

n a t u r e ,  f o r  by con templa t ing  and reproduc ing  o b j e c t s ,  we l e a r n  

and i n f e r .  A r i s t o t l e  does  not  expand s i g n i f i c a n t l y  on t h i s  

p o i n t .  S i m i l a r l y  he  d e s i g n a t e s  a s  o t h e r  i n s t i n c t s ,  harmony 

b o r n e 7  Ln ar?alogous fo rmula t ion  of i m i t a t i o n  a s  t h e  o r i g i n  

of a r t ,  though g i v e n  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s t  b i a s  was p u t  

forward by E r n s t  F i s c h e r e e  Desp i t e  F i s c h e r l s  s t r e s s  on t h e  

b a s i c  need of man t o  t r a n s c e n d  t h e  l i m i t e d  r e a l i t y  of t h e  "I" # 



h i s  work h a s  a  f a m i l i a r  A r i s t o t e l i a n  r i n g .  What F i s c h e r  d i d  

Was t o  c o n c r e t i z e  and demys t i fy  A r i s t o t l e T s  concep t  of  

i m i t a t i o n .  

R a t h e r  t h a n  d e a l  more i n t e n s i v e l y  w i t h  t h e  a n a l y s i s  

Of t h i s  nneed t o  i m i t a t e "  on t h e  p a r t  o f  man, A r i s t o t l e  s h i f t e d  

h i s  work t o  t h e  e a r l y  development and d i s t i n c t i o n s  o f  form i n  

a r t ,  o r  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  of i m i t a t i o n .  A r i s t o t l e  saw t h r e e  

f a c t o r s  a s  i m p o r t a n t  h e r e  -- t h e  medium, t h e  o b j e c t s  b e i n g  

c a t e g o r i e s  of r e a l i t y  of good and bad,  A r i s t o t l e  a rgued t h a t  

comedy a ims a t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  rgen a s  worse t h a n  t h e y  a r e  i n  

a c t u a l  l i f e  w h i l e  t r a g e d y  aims a t  r e p r e s e n t i n g  them a s  b e t t e r  

t h a n  t h e y  a r e  i n  a c t u a l  l i f e .  A r i s t o t l e l s  main concern  i n  h i s  

'- a p p e a r s  t o  b e  f o c u s s e d  on t r agedy .9  But i n  t h i s  

work t h e  t h r e e  f a c t o r s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  form of a  work of a r t .  

The manner i n  which t h e s e  c o n s t i t u e n t s  a r e  used depended on 

d i s c r i b e s  e p i c  p o e t r y ,  t r a g e d y  and comedy and shows t h e  way 

in which form v a r i e s  i n  a l l  t h r e e .  S t a r t i n g  w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n s  

Of p o e t r y ,  A r i s t o t l e  t r a c e s  i n  P o e t i c s ,  t h e  d i v e r g e n c e s  i n  

i m i t a t i o n  which d e v e l o p ,  d i v e r g e n c e s  based on t h e  n a t u r a l  

d i s p o s i t i o n s  of t h e  e a r l y  p o e t s .  For  A r i s t o t l e  s t a t e s :  

W r i t e r s  o f  g r e a t e r  d i g n i t y  i m i t a t e d  t h e  
n o b l e  a c t i o n s  o f  n o b l e  h e r o e s ;  t h e  l e s s  
d i g n i f i e d  s o r t  of  w r i t e r s  i m i t a t e d  t h e  
a c t i o n s  of  i n f e r i o r  men a t  f i r s t  w r i t i n g  
i n v e c t i v e s  a s  t h e  fo rmer  w r i t e r s  wro te  
hymns and encomia.1•‹ 

From t h i s  a n a l y s i s  A r i s t o t l e  s e e s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  



emergence of t h e  g e n r e s ,  t r a g e d y  arid comedy, from t h e  e a r l i e r  

Singular e p i c  p o e t r y .  A r i s t o t l e  e x p l a i n s  t h e  i n i t i a l  d i v e r -  

gence a s  b e i n g  due t o  i m p r o v i s a t i o n .  But we f i n d  t h a t  

A r i s t o t l e l s  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  development of t h e s e  g e n r e s  and 

much of i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  l a t e r  a n a l y s i s  of l i t e r a t u r e ,  g i v e s  

g r e a t  emphasis  t o  "form," f o r  "con ten t "  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a n a l y s e d  

i n  t e r m s  of t h e  A r i s t o t e l i a n  c a t e g o r i e s  of normat ive  behav iour  

and behaviour b e t t e r  and worse t h a n  t h a t  norm. I n i t i a l  form 

is d e f i n e d  i n  t e r m s  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e  of e p i c  p o e t r y .  

For example A r i s t o t l e  d e f i n e s  t r a g e d y  i n  t e r m s  of i t s  s i x  p a r t s ,  

p l o t ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  d i c t i o n ,  t h o u g h t ,  s p e c t a c l e  and melody. But 

t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  must combine i n  a c t i o n  t o  produce a  u n i f i e d  

whole. 

The n o t i o n  of u n i f i e d  whole o f  a c t i o n  i m i t a t e d  by t h e  

a r t i s t  was t a k e n  up by one of ~ r i s t o t l e ' s  p u p i l s ,  P l o t i n u s ,  

Just a s  A r i s t o t l e  modif ied  P l a t o n i a n  metziphysics,  So P l o t i n u s  

on A r i s t o t l e .  P l o t i n u s  developed a m e t a p h y s i c a l  

Wstern, a l m o s t  whol ly  m y s t i c a l  i n  n a t u r e .  The major  t e n e t  of 

sys tem i s  t h a t  a l l  b e i n g ,  a l l  e x i s t e n c e ,  emanates from a 

s p i r i t u a l  p r i n c i p l e ,  a  t r anscender i t  Godhead, which 

P l o t i n u s  c a l l e d  The One. We cannot  s a y  what t h e  One i s ,  n o r  

Can we have  knowledge of i t ,  s i n c e  it t r a n s c e n d s  b e i n g  and 

and h a s  no form, p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  

P l o t i n u s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  were t h e r e  no One, n o t h i n g  would e x i s t .  

But from i t ,  v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  o f  be ing a r e  g e n e r a t e d ,  each l e v e l  

connected to t h e  p r e c e d i n g  one. A t  t h e  f u r t h e r e s t  remove from 

t h e  One, t h e r a  is m a t t e r ,  f o r m l e s s ,  u n l i m i t e d ,  pure  non-being,  



t h e  s o u r c e  of e v i l  and u g l i n e s s .  I n  s h o r t ,  P l o t i n u s  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  t h e  a r t i s t ,  t a k i n g  t h i s  m a t t e r  does  n o t  s imply  copy 

e x i s t i n g  t h i n g s ,  b u t  g i v e s  sensuous  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  forms 

of t h i n g s  which he  inward ly  env i sages .  That  i s  t o  s a y ,  it is 

a  m a n i f e s t a t i o n ,  inward ly  pe rce ived ,and  r e v e a l e d  i n  outward 

c o n c r e t e  works o f  t h e  a r t i s t .  1 2  

Thus we s e e  t h a t  i n  Greek ph i losophy  r e a l i t y  i s  

r e i f i e d  i n  one way o r  a n o t h e r .  And t h e  work of P l o t i n u s ,  

i n f l u e n c e d  by b o t h  P l a t o  and A r i s t o t l e  p r o v i d e s  a  p o i n t  o f  

s e n s e s .  F i r s t ,  because  Hege l ' s  work seemed t o  p r o v i d e  a l i n k ,  

fo rmer ly  m i s s i n g  between c l . a s s i ca1  Greek ph i losophy  of a r t  

and a e s t h e t i c s  a n d ,  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t h o u g h t .  1 3  

Secondly ,  because  t h e  metaphys ica l  s y s t e n  of Hbgel and s i g n i f -  

i c a n t  p a r t s  of h i s  a e s t h e t i c s  have t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  t h e  work o f  

i n f l u e n c e  on i i i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  German p h i l o s o p h y ,  

t h e  work of K a r l  #arx  and Engels  t o  t h a t  of Sinmel,  and Yeber. 

C e s ~ i t e  t h e  r e j , c t i o n  of much of Hegel ian  t h i n k i n g  i n  t w e n t i e t h  

t h r e e  s t a g e s  -- symbol ic ,  c l a s s i c a l  and romant ic  -- 



i n  i t s  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  Absolute  more a b s o l u t e l y .  But 

t h e s e  forms can n e v e r  do t h i s  a s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  a s  r e l i g i o n  

and ph i losophy ;  a r t  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  p a s s  away, and be  r e p l a c e d  

by r e l i g i o n  2nd ph i losophy .  What H e g e l ' s  work re-opened was 

t h e  whole q u e s t i o n  of a r t :  what was it r e a l i t y  o r  r e p r e s e n t a -  

t i o n  a s  Hegel h e l d ;  ( a l s o  t h e  problem o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between 

i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and s o c i a l  r e a l i t y . )  
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CHAPTER I1 

HISTORICAL PRECEDENTS: THE HEGELIAN DIALECTIC 

Herzen t s  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  Hegel s 
d o c t r i n e s  a s  t h e  a l g e b r a  o f  
r e v o l u t i o n  was s i n g u l a r l y  a p t .  
Hegel provided t h e  n o t a t i o n ,  bu t  
gave it no p r a c t i c a l  con ten t .  It 
was l e f t  f o r  Marx t o  w r i t e  t h e  
a r i t h m e t i c  i n t o  Hege lTs  a l g e b r a i c a l  
equa t ions .  

(E. H. Carr, What Is Hi s to ry  

H e g e l T s  metaphysical  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  system, which 

he saw a s  t h e  on ly  meaningful  s o l u t i o n ,  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  t o  t h e  

ques t i on :  what i s  t h e  n a t u r e  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  and how i s  it 

knowable? h a s  i t s  t r a d i t i o n s  i n  Greek phi losophy,  p r e c i s e l y  

in i t s  cla im t h a t  r e a l i t y  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  s p i r i t u a l .  Where 

Hegel d i f f e r e d  from h i s  p r edeces so r s  i s  i n  h i s  c la im t o  

d i s t i n g u i s h  l o g i c a l  from ep i s t emolog ica l  problems. Thus 

Heeel argued t h a t  i f  enough was known about a  t h i n g  t o  

d i s t i n g u i s h  it from a l l  o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t hen  a l l  i t s  p r o p e r t i e s  

could be i n f e r r e d  by logic.' The d i a l e c t i c  i t s e l f  ha s  i t s  

r o o t s  i n  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  concept ions  p r i o r  t o  Hegel,  r o o t s  

which can be t r a c e d  t o  P l a ton i an  and A r i s t o t e l l i a n  epistemology.  

Though t h i s  " fac t"  and i t s  exac t  c o n s t i t u e n t s  do n o t  appear  

t o  have beell f o r c e f u l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  by l a t e r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

c r i t i q u e s  of Hegel. For example I s i a h  B e r l i n  a l lu -des  t o  

t h i s  i n  t h e  fo l lowing  s t a t emen t :  

The concept ion of  growth by which 
t h e  acorn  i s  s a i d  p o t e n t i a l l y  t o  



c o n t a i n  t h e  oak,  and t o  be  
a d e q u a t e l y  d e s c r i b e d  o n l y  i n  
t e r m s  of such development ,  i s  
a d o c t r i n e  a s  o l d  a s  A r i s t o t l e  
and indeed  o lde r .2  

However what i s  u n c l e a r  i n  B e r l i n ' s  a n a l y s i s  o f  

Hegel ian  ph i losophy  i s  t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a  d i a l e c t i c a l  

component--which i s  u n c l e a r  t o  B e r l i n  himself-. i n  Greek 

c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  r e a l i t y  and a e s t h e t i c s  cannot  be extended t o  

imply t h a t  t h a t  ph i losophy  ( t a k e n  a s  a  s y s t e m )  was h i s t o -  

r i c a l l y  o r d e r e d .  For a l l  o f  Greek ph i losophy  and e p i s t e -  

mology was a - h i s t o r i c a l ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b e i n g  "c lo thedf f  

i n  mys t i c i sm;  t h e  n o t i o n  was t h a t  r e a l i t y  was e s s e n t i a l l y  

n e x t r a - s o c i a l . n  Khat i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h e r e f o r e  i n  Hegel ian  

d i a l e c t i c s ,  and i n  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  ph i losophy  o f  

e a r l y  Marx, i s  t h a t  t h e  Hege l i an  myst ic ism o r  r a t h e r  

r e i f i c a t i o n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  Absolute  S p i r i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  

d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  of t h e  Greeks o r  even from i t s  l a t e r  

c l e r i c a l ,  and C h r i s t i a n  dominated a n t e c e d e n t s .  

For  Hegel ,  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  concept  Absolute  S p i r i t ,  

appeared  t o  mean n o t  so  much a  s a c r e d  p r o c e s s ;  b u t  r a t h e r  

one which e x p r e s s e s  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  i d e a s  and a c t i o n s  o f  a  

p l u r a l i t y  of f i n i t e  minds. Hegel sugges ted  t h a t  t h i s  is  s o  

because  S p i r i t  i n v o l v e s  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  But each o f  t h e  

f i n i t e  minds th rough  which S p i r i t  a c q u i r e s  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

i s  o n l y  a n  i n f i n i t e s i m a l  p a r t  o f  r e a l i t y .  Thus a s  ~ u k z c s  s o  

c l e a r l y  p o i n t s  o u t  i n  h i s  H i s t o r i c a l  Novel, ph i losophy  up 

t o  t h e  t i m e  of Hegel ,  seemed t o  have developed from a  



c o n c e p t i o n  of i n t e g r a t e d  b e i n g  and meaning, s o u l  and e s s e n c e ,  

i n n e r  and e x t e r n a l  l i f e ;  th rough  t o  t h e  dominance o f  t h e  

P l a t o n i a n  dichotomy i n  which though t  was s e p e r a t e d  from 

e x i s t e n c e .  T h i s  " p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a l i e n a t i o n n  p e r s i s t e d  r i g h t  

t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  Enlightenment  and was r e s o l v e d  by Hegel. 

Hegel ,  t h e n ,  whose phi losophy o f  h i s t o r y  i s  c r u c i a l  f o r  t h i s  

d i s c u s s i o n ,  used  h i s  concept  of t h e  S p i r i t ,  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  

freedom and t h e  d i a l e c t i c ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h :  

1) That  i t  i s  S p i r i t  which p r o v i d e s  t h e  u n i t y  i n  any unders tand-  
i n g  o f  h i s t o r y .  For t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  men a r e  no t  d e v e l o p i n g  i n  
some uniform o r  r e p e t i t i v e  f a s h i o n .  

2) The d i r e c t i o n  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  development toward S p i r i t ,  canno t  
be  e x p l a i n e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l  c o n d i t i o n  of a n  v t e x t e r n a l t t  
e n v i r o n n e n t  a l o n e .  T h i s  i s  what t h e  French m a t e r i a l i s t s  had 
done. Ra the r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  laws of development a r e  i d e n t i c a l  
w i t h  t h e  laws of be ing o f  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  e x i s t s .  

3 )  S p i r i t  is  t h e r e f o r e  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  r e a l i t y ;  and each of i t s  
phases  imply a l l  i t s  o t h e r  phases .  

4 )  Thus f o r  Hege l ,  t empora l  p r i o r i t y  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  l o g i c a l  
p r i o r i t y ,  and e a r l i e r  phases  a r e  n e c e s s a r i l y  a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  
l a t e r  p h a s e s  of h i s t o r i c a l  development.  

5 )  Hegel  a l s o  t a u g h t  t h a t  t h e r e  was no e s s e n t i a l  d i v o r c e  between 
c o n c r e t e  m a t e r i a l  e x i s t e n c e  and mind o r  though t  .3 

S t a r t i n g  w i t h  c e r t a i n  b a s i c  c o n c e p t s ,  f o r  example,  

b e i n g  s u b s t a n c e ,  q u a l i t y ,  c a u s e ,  e f f e c t ,  f i n i t e  and i n f i n i t e ,  

Hegel found them c o n t r a d i c t o r y  i n  themse lves ,  t h u s  t h e y  a r e  

i d e n t i c a l  and p a s s  i n t o  one a n o t h e r ,  f o r  example Being ( t h e s i s ) ,  

p a s s e s  i n t o  Nothing ( a n t i t h e s i s ) ,  which i s  t e m p o r a r i l y  r e s o l v e d  

i n  Becoming ( t h e  s y n t h e s i s  o f  Being and Noth ing) .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  

of l o g i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  can b e  c a r r i e d  on u n t i l  we r e a c h  a  



concep t  which i s  not  s e l f - c o n t r a d i c t o r y  and which Hegel c a l l s  

t h e  Absolute  ~ d e a . ~  

Hegel t h u s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e p t s  i n  t e r m s  of 

which we d e s c r i b e  our  e x p e r i e n c e  form a h i e r a r c h y ,  whose 

h i g h e s t  member c o n t a i n s  a l l  t h e  o t h e r s  w i t h i n  i t s e l f ,  and 

it a l o n e  ( t h e  h i g h e s t  member) i s  s e l f  c o n s i s t e n t .  For Hegel 

s t a t e s  m e t a p h o r i c a l l y  i n  h i s  n I n t r o d u c t i o n n :  

For knowledge i s  n o t  t h e  d i v e r g e n c e  o f  
t h e  r a y ,  b u t  t h e  r a y  i t s e l f  by which 
t h e  t r u t h  comes i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  u s ;  and 
i f  t h i s  be removed, t h e  b a r e  d i r e c t i o n  
o r  t h e  empty space  would a l o n e  be  
i n d i c a t e d  .5 

For Hegel t h e n  t h e r e  i s  no r e a l  dichotomy between t h e  c o n c e p t s  

which we u s e  i n  ph i losophy  and t h e  t h i n g s  we a n a l y s e  w i t h  t h o s e  

concep t s .  They a r e  one p a r t  of  a  u n i f i e d  u 2 e a l i t y . n  PJhat 

Hegel was g e t t i n g  a t  was t h e  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  " a b s o l u t e  

t r u t h "  a s  c o n v e n t i o n a l l y  unders tood i n  ph i losophy ,  was n o t  

d i f f e r e n t  from n t r u t h . l t  Hegel a l s o  r e j e c t e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  

s c i e n c e  a s  a form of knowledge r e j e c t i n g  o t h e r  forms of 

knowledge, "as  a  common view o f  t h i n g s . "  Hegel goes  on t o  

show by a p r o c e s s  of d i a l e c t i c a l  r e a s o n i n g  t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  

and u n s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge, t r u t h  and u n t r u t h  a r e  p a r t  o f  a  

p r o c e s s  of development towards  an  Absolute  I d e a  t h a t  canno t  

be Understood ( i . e .  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  forms of knowledge) i n  

themselves ,  b u t  o n l y  i n  t e r m s  of t h e i r  t h e s e s  and a n t i t h e s e s .  

For  he s t a t e s :  

The s c e p t i c i s m  which ends  w i t h  t h e  
a b s t r a c t i o n  "nothingf1  o r  " e r n ~ t i n e s s ~ ~  



can advance from t h i s  n o t  a  s t e p  
f a r t h e r ,  b u t  must w a i t  and s e e  
whether  t h e r e  is  p o s s i b l y  a n y t h i n g  
new o f f e r e d ,  and what t h a t  is -- 
i n  o r d e r  t o  c a s t  it i n t o  t h e  same 
abysmal void .  When once on t h e  
o t h e r  hand t h e  r e s u l t ,  i s  appre -  
hended,  a s  it t r u l y  i s ,  a s  
d e t e r m i n a t e  n e g a t i o n ,  a  new form 
h a s  t h e r e b y  immediately a r i s e n :  
and i n  t h e  n e g a t i o n  t h e  t r a n s i -  
t i o n  i s  made by which t h e  p r o g r e s s  
t h r o u g h  t h e  complete s u c c e s s ' o n  o f  
forms comes abou t  o f  i t s e l f .  k 

I n  a n  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  h i s  t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e  Absolute  

I d e a  was S p i r i t ,  Hegel a r g u e s  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  i s  t h e  p r o c e s s  

whereby S p i r i t  comes t o  f u l l  s e l f  knowledge d i a l e c t i c a l ,  and 

c o h e r e n t ;  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  S p i r i t  i n  t h i s  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  knowledge 

o f  a wor ld ,  d o e s  n o t  a t  f i rs t  know t h a t  it h a s  produced t h a t  

world.  T h i s  i s  n o t  s imply  because  t h i s  p r o c e s s  i s  o n l y  

m a n i f e s t  i n  f i n i t e  minds,  bu t  because  S p i r i t  o n l y  comes t o  

know i t s e l f  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  knowing a  wor ld .  T h e r e f o r e ,  a t  

f i rs t  S p i r i t  t a k e s  t h e  wor ld  a s  something o u t s i d e  i t s e l f ,  

" c o n t r a s t i n g  i t s e l f ,  a s  S p i r i t ,  t o  n a t u r e  a s  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o f  

S p i r i t o n  By t a k i n g  t h e  n o t i o n s  o f  r e f l e c t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e ,  

Hegel s u g g e s t s ,  S p i r i t  comes t o  know t h a t  wor ld ,  i t s  p r o d ~ c t ,  

a s  i t s e l f .  Another  impor tan t  a s p e c t  of t h i s  d i a l e c t i c a l  

p r o c e s s ,  t h e n  i s  n e g a t i o n ,  T h i s  t o o  i s  l i n k e d  i n  H e g e l T s  

scheme t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n  on language -- n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  

p r o d u c t  of f i n i t e  minds a c q u i r i n g  s e l f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  -- 
which i s  not  t h e  p roduc t  o f  any one f i n i t e  mind o r  g roup  o f  

f i n i t e  minds. But t h e  c r e a t i o n  and p r o c e s s  of l anguage  

i t s e l f  ( H e g c l f s  o u t e r  r e a l i t y )  t r a n s f o r m s  i n  i t s  development 



t h e  i n n e r  r e a l i t y  o r  t h e  f i n i t e  minds o f  i n d i v i d u a l s .  A t  t h e  

same t i m e  l anguage  and o t h e r  u n i v e r s a l s  themse lves  change i n  

a c o n s t a n t  d i a l e c t i c a l  p r o c e s s .  S e l f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  t h e r e f o r e ,  

e i t h e r  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  f i n i t e  mind o r  g roup  and 

t h e  l anguage  and c u l t u r e  come t o  be p e r c e i v e d  n o t  a s  opposed 

r e a l i t i e s  b u t  p r o j e c t  i o n s  of t h e  s p i r i t  ' i t s e l f .  

From t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  o f  view 
o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  i n  and f o r  i t s e l f  
and d e t e r m i n a t e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  had t o  
be  b rough t  i n t o  r e l a t i o n  t o  one 
a n o t h e r ;  h e r e ,  however, it i s  t h e  
whole d e t e r m i n a t e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  t h a t  
i s  t h e  o b j e c t  f o r  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  and 
each a s p e c t  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  i t  
e n t a i l s  i s  i t s e l f  t h i s  whole ... The 
mouth t h a t  speaks ,  t h e  hand t h a t  
works ,  w i t h  t h e  l e g s  t o o ,  . . . a r e  
o p e r a t i v e  o r g a n s  e f f e c t i n g  t h e  a c t u a l  
r e a l i z a t i o n ,  and t h e y  c o n t a i n  t h e  
a c t i o n  qua a c t i o n ,  o r  t h e  i n n e r  a s  
such ;  t h e  e x t e r n a l i t y ,  however, which 
t h e  i n n e r  o b t a i n s  by t h e i r  means i s  
t h e  deed,  t h e  a c t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  a  
r e a l i t y  s e p e r a t e d  and c u t  o f f  from 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  Language and l a b o u r  
are o u t e r  e x p r e s s i o n s  i n  which t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  no l o n g e r  r e t a i n s  posses-  
s i o n  o f  h i m s e l f  p e r  s e ,  b u t  l e s s  t h e  
i n n e r  g e t  r i g h t  o u t s i d e  him, and 
s u r r e n d e r s  it t o  something e l s e . 7  

It i s  c l e a r  from t h e  p reced ing  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  

Hege l t s  m e t a p h y s i c a l  system was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  Greeks,  

though much of  t h e  s t i m u l u s  and t o n e  resembles  t h e  work o f  

Aristotle. m a t  a p p e a r s  s i m i l a r  i s  t h e  n o t i o n  of  S p i r i t  which 

Hegelvs scheme e x a l t s  a s  t h e  r e a l i t y  --  p e r  s e .  But looked a t  

c l o s e l y  " S p i r i t "  can a l s o  be seen  a s  a  metaphor ,  f o r  once we 

a c c e p t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  d i a l e c t i c  and Hege l ' s  u s e  of 



c e r t a i n  psycholog ica l  exp l ana t ions ,  t h e n  S p i r i t  i s  not  s t a t i c  
8 

o r  p rob lemat ic ,  though it remains an 2 p r i o r i .  It appea r s  

v a l i d  a l s o  t h a t  though concerned wi th  t h e  same s e t  o f  problems 

as  P l o t i n u s  was, Hegel ' s  scheme moves beyond t h e  fo rmer ' s  work 

i n  t h a t  P l o t i n u s  spoke i n  t e rms  of  p a r t i c u l a r  temporal  f e a t u r e s  

as m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of a  God, bu t  t h a t  God was a s t a t i c  " t h i n g , "  

s e p e r a t e  from temporal  r e a l i t i e s .  Whereas f o r  Hegel temporal  

t h i n g s  a r e  n o t  s e p a r a t e  from S p i r i t ,  j u s t  as t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  

p sycho log ica l  i s  no t  s e p a r a t e  from o b j e c t i v e  u n i v e r s a l s .  They 

d i s s o l v e  i n  t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  p rocess  and each i s  the reby  

transformed.  

Hegel ' s  metaphysical  n o t i o n s  d i f f e r e d  i n  one o t h e r  

important  r e s p e c t  from t h a t  of  t h e  Greeks and some of h i s  

l a t e r  p r edeces so r s .  P r i o r  t o  Hegel a l l  r e a l i t y  and s p e c i f -  

i c a l l y  a l l  beau ty  and a e s t h e t i c s  tended t o  be  seen not s imply 

a s  s p r i n g i n g  from an u l t i m a t e  source  o u t s i d e  of teniporal  forms; 

b u t  temporal  forms themselves ,  a r t ,  s c u l p t u r e  and even s o c i a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  were seen a s  moving more o r  l e s s  toward t h i s  

u l t i m a t e  form, a h i g h e r  l e v e l  of  e x i s t e n c e .  So t h a t  no t  on ly  

was much s t r e s s  p laced on t y p e s  o f  temporal  forms ( a s  i n  t h e  

case  of A r i s t o t l e f s  p o e t i c s )  t o  t h e  almost  complete n e g l e c t  

of t h e  a c t u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ;  b u t  t h e  

movement of t h e s e  temporal  forms was one way toward t h e  

u l t i m a t e  r e a l i t y .  Developing h i s  no t ion  of t h e  d i a l e c t i c ,  

Hegel 's  system gave r i s e  t o  a l e s s  d e t e r m i n i s t i c  epistemology 

-- v i a  t h e  concep ts  of nega t ion  and r e f l e c t i o n  -- i n  which 

t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between (Absolute  I d e a )  



developing s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and "temporal  r e a l i t y ,  " i t s  

h i s t o r i c a l  development  was one o f  " a t t r a c t i o n "  and " repu l -  

s i o n e n  When Hegel s p e a k s  of h i s  c o n c e p t s ,  t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  

a t t r a c t i o n  and r e p u l s i o n  does  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  c l e a r l y  

d i s t i n c t  from t h e  d i a l e c t i c  a s  a  g e n e r a l  c a t e g o r y .  T h i s  

P r o c e s s  o n l y  becomes c l e a r  on H e g e l t s  e l a b o r a t i o n  of t h e  

P r o c e s s  o f  a l i e n a t i o n .  9 

In H e g e l ' s  epis temology,  s e l f - c ~ n ~ ~ i ~ ~ ~ n e ~ s  -- 
d i s t i n c t ,  though n o t  s e p a r a t e  from i n d i v i d u a l ,  f i n i t e  forms 

of c o n s c i o u s n e s s  -- must r e a l i z e  i t s e l f  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

n a t u r e ,  " t o  o t h e r  s e l v e s  s i m i l a r  t o  s e l f ,  and t o  t h e  

Ul t ima te  Being of  t h e  Consciousness h a s  t h e r e f o r e  t o  

f i n d  i t s  oneness  w i t h  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  t y p e s  of phenomena, and 

in two d i s t i n c t  p r o c e s s e s ,  form and c o n t e n t .  U l t i m a t e  Being 

Of c o u r s e  i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  d i f f e r e n t  forms th rough  i t s  

development.  Being f u r n i s h e s  d i f f e r e n t  forms i n  which t h e  

P r i n c i p l e  -- v ~ h i c h  remains  t h e  same -- i s  mani fes ted*  
10 

Hegel was g r a p p l i n g  wi th  t h r e e  l e v e l s  of problems 

h e r e ,  though h i s  aim was t o  v a l i d a t e  h i s  n o t i o n  t h a t  a l i e n a t i o n ,  

Or Unhappy Consciousness ,  was n o t  so much a  n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n ,  

as one due  t o  a misucderstanding o f  t h e  mind, i t s  d u a l i t y  o f  

s e l f ;  a n e c e s s a r y  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  f u l l  development of the 

s p i r i t .  

Hegel saw consc iousness  of s e l f  i n  s t a g e s  and t h e  

awareness of s e l f  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  n a t u r e  a s  t h e  j u s t  s t a g e  i n  

'he development  of consc iousness .  The nex t  problem, t h a t  of 

the consciousness  of s e l f ,  Hegel saw a s  t h e  b a s i c  c o n d i t i o n  



f o r  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of  a n y t h i n g ,  

But i n  r e a l i t y ,  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  
i s  r e f l e c t i o n  o u t  of t h e  b a r e  b e i n g  
t h a t  be longs  t o  t h e  world o f  s e n s e  
and p e r c e p t i o n ,  and Is e s s e n t i a l l y  
t h e  r e t u r n  ou t  of o t h e r n e s s .  As 
s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i s  movement. 
But when it d i s t i n g u i s h e s  o n l y  
i t s e l f  a s  such  from i t s e l f ,  d i s -  
t i n c t i o n  i s  s t r a i g h t  away t a k e n  t o  
be superseded  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  
i n v o l v i n g  o t h e r n e s s  .I1 

T h i s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  s e l f  i n  i t s  e a r l y  s t a g e  i s  awareness  

of s e p e r a t i o n  of man from n a t u r e .  Hegel f u r t h e r  t a l k s  abou t  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of s e l f  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r  s e l v e s ,  a s  a n o t h e r  

c o n d i t i o n  of  t h e  development o f  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  But t h i s  

i s  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n  of consc iousness .  

For  h e r e  Hegel seems t o  b e  t a l k i n g  about  d e g r e e s  o f  s e l f -  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s :  f o r  example h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  of s e r v i t u d e ,  s l a v e s  

and m a s t e r s  and s o  on. l2 Hegel d o e s  no t  keep c l e a r  i n  h i s  

a n a l y s i s  t h e s e  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  of problems. Ra the r  i n  one 

s e c t i o n  of h i s  book he  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  o r g a n i c  n a t u r e  

and t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e s  a t  t h a t  t ime  and it i s  

h e r e  t h a t  one d i s c e r n s  h i s  m e t a p h y s i c a l  n o t i o n  o f  a t t r a c t i o n  

and r e p u l s i o n .  

Hegel makes two d i s t i n c t  s t a t e m e n t s  a b o u t  t h e  n a t u r e  

of r e a l i t y .  The f i r s t  a p p e a r s  t o  b e ,  b u t  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  c o n t r a -  

d i c t o r y  t o  t h e  second.  The f i rs t  d e s c r i b e s  Hegel ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  

of a more o r  less completed p r o c e s s .  He s t a t e s  i n  h i s  

p r e f a c e  t o  t h e  Phenornenolo~y Of The Nind: 



S p i r i t  i s  a l o n e  R e a l i t y .  It i s  t h e  i n n e r  
be ing  o f  t h e  wor ld ,  t h a t  which e s s e n t i a l l y  
i s ,  and i s  p e r  s e ;  it assumes o b j e c t i v e ,  
d e t e r m i n a t e  form, and e n t e r s  i n t o  r e l a t i o n s  
w i t h  i t s e l f  -- it i s  e x t e r n a l i t y  ( o t h e r n e s s ) ,  
and e x i s t s  f o r  s e l f ;  y e t  i n  t h i s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  
and i n  i t s  o t h e r n e s s ,  it i s  s t i l l  one w i t h  
i t s e l f  -- it i s  s e l f  c o n t a i n e d  and s e l f  
comple te ,  i n  i t s e l f  and f o r  i t s e l f  a t  once. 
T h i s  s e l f - c o n t a i n e d n e s s ,  however, i s  j u s t  

known by u s  ( f i n i t e  minds -- ay 
emphasis  somethinT , it is  i m p l i c i t  i n  i t s  n a t u r e  
( a n  s i c h ) ;  it i s  Substance  s p i r i t u a l .  It 
h a s  t o  become s e l f - c o n t a i n e d  f o r  i t s e l f ,  
on i t s  own a c c o u n t ;  it must be  knowledge of 
s p i r i t ,  and must be c o n s c i o u s  of it s e l f  a s  
s p i r i t .  Th i s  means, it must be  p r e s e n t e d  
t o  i t s e l f  a s  a n  o b j e c t ,  b u t  a t  t h e  same 
t i m e  s t r a i g h t a w a y  annu l  and t r a n s c e n d  t h i s  
O b j e c t i v e  form; it must be  i t s  own o b j e c t  
i n  which it f i n d s  i t s e l f  r e f l e c t e d .  So f a r  
as  i t s  s p i r i t u a l  c o n t e n t  i s  produced by i t s  
own a c t i v i t y ,  i t  is  o n l y  ( t h e  t h i n k e r s ) ,  
(EmFhasis G.W.H. )  who know s p i r i t  t o  b e  f o r  
i t s e l f ,  t o  be  o b j e c t i v e  t o  i t s e l f ;  b u t  i n  
s o  f a r  a s  s p i r i t  knows i t s e l f  t o  b e  f o r  i t s e l f ,  
t h e n  t h i s  s e l f - p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  p u r e  n o t i o n ,  i s  
t h e  s p h e r e  and element i n  which i t s  o b j e c t i -  
f i c a t i o n  t a k e s  e f f e c t ,  and where it g e t s  i t s  
e x i s t e n t i a l  form. I n  t h i s  way it i s  i n  i t s  
e x i s t e n c e  aware of  i t s e l f  a s  an o b j e c t  i n  
which i t s  ovm s e l f  i s  r e f l e c t e d .  Mind, which ,  
when t h u s  developed,  knows i t s e l f  t o  be mind, 
i s  s c i e n c e .  Sc ience  i s  i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n ,  and 
t h e  kingdom it s e t s  up f o r  i t s e l f  i n  i t s  own 
n a t i v e  element  . l 3  

The second s t a t e m e n t  on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  r e a l i t y  d e a l s  w i t h  s p i r i t  in t h e  

dynamic of i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  development and i s  a n o t h e r  way o f  

t h a t  of  h i s  f r i e n d  Goethe. 

The r e l a t i o n  of t h e s e  two a s p e c t s  ( o r g a n i c  
and i n o r g a n i c )  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  o r g a n i c  form,  
t h i s  form i n  which t h e  organism i s  embodied, 
i s  one a s p e c t  t u r n e d  a g a i n s t  i n o r g a n i c  n a t u r e ,  
w h i l e  i n  a n o t h e r  it i s  f o r  i t s e l f  and r e f l e c t e d  
i n t o  i t s e l f .  The r e a l  o r g a n i c  b e i n g  is  t h e  



m e d i a t i -  agency,  which b r i n g s  t o g e t h e r  
and u n i f i e s  t h e  s e l f - e x i s t e n c e  o f  l i f e  
( i t s  b e i n g  f o r  i t s e l f ) ,  w i t h  t h e  o u t e r  
i n  g e n e r a l ,  w i  h  what s imply  and 
i n h e r e n t l y  is ,  54 

E r n s t  F i s c h e r ,  i n  an  e l a b o r a t i o n  of t h i s  a s p e c t  of  H e g e l ' s  work, 

( t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  and  r e p u l s i o n  t e n d e n c i e s  of n a t u r e  and r e a l i t y )  

f u r t h e r  sumnar izes  H e g e l l s  view of r e a l i t y  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  

as: 

A s t a t e  o f  suspended t e n s i o n  between 
b e i n g  and non-being,  i n  which b o t h  
be ing and non-being a r e  u n r e a l  and 
o n l y  t h e i r  i n c e s s a n t  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  
becoming, i s  r e a l . 1 5  

"Becoming i s  r e a l , "  t h i s  i s  t h e  c o r e  of  t h e  Hege l i an  

d i a l e c t i c ,  and it i s  Hege l ' s  manner of d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  p r o c e s s  

of a t t r a c t i o n  and r e p u l s i o n .  It i s  a l s o  t h e  b a s i s  o f  h i s  

ep i s t emology  f o r  demons t ra t ing  h i s  arguments  about  " a l i e n a t i o n v  

( ~ n t f r e n d u ~ ~ ) .  For t i m e  and a g a i n ,  Hegel d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  

t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  between s u b j e c t  and o b j e c t ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  form 

of t h e  c o n f l i c t  between form and c o n t e n t ,  man and h i s  env i ron-  

ment and s o  on, c o n f l i c t s  which e x i s t  i n  o r g a n i c  a s  w e l l  a s  

between o r g a n i c  and i n o r g a n i c  forms,  a r e  j u s t  "p roduc t s  of  

men's m i n d s e n  These l e v e l s  o f  o p p o s i t i o n  have t h e i r  r e f e r e n t s  

i n  e x i s t e n c e ,  16 But Hegel ' s  t h e o r y  of  t h e  " d i a l e c t i c s  o f  

n a t u r e w  was i m p o r t a n t  i n  a  r e l a t e d  conriect ion,  i n  s o  f a r  a s  

it prov ided  him w i t h  an  e m p i r i c a l l y  v i a b l e  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of 

t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between c o n t e n t  and form and t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

of q u a n t i t y  i n t o  q u a l i t y  i n  b o t h  n a t u r e  and c u l t u r a l  l i f e .  17 



But H e g e l ' s  e p i s t e n o l o g y  of t h e  ph i losophy  o f  n a t u r e ,  

of t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  and t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  

between men ar-d t h e  n a t u r a l  environment ,  and men and men i n  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and t h e  p r o c e s s  of l ? r e f l e c t i o n , w  t h e  deve lcp-  

ment of s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and of knowledge and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  

movement t o w a r d s  r e a l  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ;  i s  n o t  p o s i t e d  i n  

some uni form and mechanica l  f a s h i o n .  For Hegel a r g u e s  t h a t  

as l o n g  a s  r e a l i t y  i s  no t  shaped by reason  it "remains no 

r e a l i t y  a t  a l l  i n  t h e  emphatic  s e n s e  of t h e  word. 1118 In 

t e r m s  o f  H e g e l ' s  g e n e r a l  ph i losophy  t h e n ,  n a t u r e  qua n a t u r e ,  

a l t h o u g h c o n s t i t u t i n g  cor respond ing  p r o c e s s e s  of c o n t r a d i c t i o n  

and t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  a s  t h o s e  o b s e r v a b l e  i n  s o c i a l  l i f e  a r e  

not  p r o c e s s e s  of c o n s c i o u s  a c t i o n  i n  t h e  same t e r m s  a s  i n  

s o c i a l  l i f e  b u t  r a t h e r ,  p r o c e s s e s  a t  t h e  lower  l e v e l  o f  

e x i s t e n c e .  A t  t h e  lowes t  l e v e l  o f  n a t u r e ,  t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s  

a r e  n o t  r e a l i t y  i t s e l f  b u t  t h e  appearance  o n l y  of r e a l i t y .  

H e g e l ' s  g e n e r a l  phi losophy t h e n  h a s  two b a s i c  

e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  one an  epis temology of h i s  

ph i losophy  of n a t u r e ,  a n o t h e r  o f  t h e  ph i losophy  of s o c i a l  and 

p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  Both sys tems a r e  l o g i c a l l y  connec ted ,  t h e  

former a k i n d  of me taphys ica l  g e n e r a t o r  o f  t h e  l a t t e r .  The 

d e f i n i t i o n  of r e a l i t y  as t h e  Absolute h a s  a t  i t s  b a s i s  

nReason,m an e s s e n t i a l l y  h i s t o r i c a l  f o r c e  o r  G e i s t .  The 

d e f i n i t i o n  of r e a l i t y  a s  t h e  p r o c e s s  of becoming, i n  t h e  

rea lm of n a t u r e  even,  i s  a n  e l a b o r a t i o n ,  s u p p o r t i v e  of t h e  

whole system. But why t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  k ind  o f  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

f o r m u l a t i o n ,  why t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  freedom, t h e  r e l a t i o n  i n  



Hegelts conception of man ar.d society? And what role d i d  

history p l a y  in Hegel1s scheme and i t s  importance for later 

philosophical fcrmulations? It is to these questions that 

we now turn. 



HEGEL'S PHILOSOPHY I N  RELATION TO ART 

Both t h e  economic and f o r m a l i s t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  
of a r t  may seem extreme and may p o s s i b l y  be 
i n c o r r e c t .  But t h e  f a c t  remains  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  
p o s s i b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  Hegelian a n a l y s i s .  

(Jack Kaminsky -- Heggl On Art p. 169) 

What ~ u k z c s  c r i t i z e s  a s  wrong t h e o r y  i n  Hegel ,  becomes 

l a t e r  on wrong t h e o r y  i n  Engels  -- t h a t  is t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  

d i a l e c t i c  t o  n a t u r e ,  I n  t h i s  Hegel h imsel f  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  b o t h  

t h e  Phenomenology ---. Of The Mind and L e c t u r e s  On The Phi losoghy . - .- 
Of H i s t o r y  , on a n  epistemology which would demons t ra te  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  development of human i n s t i t u -  

t i o n s  and t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  movement towards  man's freedom, t h a t  

is t o w a r d s  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  of t h e  G e i s t .  But a n o t h e r  s i g n i f i -  

c m c e  o f  H e g e l ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  of h i s t o r y  i s  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  on l a t e r  

t h i n k e r s ,  up  t o  today .  T h i s  'Hegel ianismr  was more f o r c e f u l l y  

Put i n  p e r s p e c t i v e  r e c e n t l y  by Lucien Goldmann, when he  s a i d :  

But a l l  p u r e l y  c u l t u r a l  a c t i o n  i s  a l s o  condemned 
i n  advance  if it does  n o t  r e s t  on a  r e a l i t y .  O r  
a t  l e a s t  on s o c i a l  and economic a c t i o n  which 
a l l o w s  men t o  m a i n t a i n  and even t o  deve lop  menta l  
s t r u c t u r e s  f a v o u r i n g  t h e  comprehension of t h e i r  
c o n d i t i o n  and a n  a t t a i n m e n t  of consc iouscess .  19 

It i s  t h i s  c o n t i n u i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f  H e g e l T s  ph i losophy  o f  

h i s t o r y  on l a t e r  European phi losophy and p a r t i c u l a r l y  on t h e  

work of Georg ~ u k i c s ,  which i s  of  i n t e r e s t  t o  us. Here what 

i s  c r u c i a l  i s  n o t  some a b s t r a c t  concern  abou t  t h e  n a t u r e  of  

r e a l i t y ,  o r  even t h e  problem o f  whether  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  

e lements  of Hege l ' s  system can be v a l i d a t e d ,  The problem i s  



much more compl2x. 

A s  w e  observed e a r l i e r ,  a l t h o u g h  he  a p p l i e d  a s p e c t s  o f  

h i s  ep i s t emology  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  wor ld  o f  t h i n g s ,  o b j e c t s  

of i n o r g a n i c  m a t t e r ,  Hegel d id  n o t  s e e  t h i s  a s  a  c r u c i a l  problem. 

I n  f a c t  Hegel was demons t ra t ing  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  p l a n t s  a n d  lower  

a n i m a l s ,  though c o n s t i t u t e d  o f  t h e  two f o r c e s  o f  ' a t t r a c t i o n "  

and ' r e p u l s i o n t ,  cou ld  n o t  r e a l i z e  t h e i r  own and t h e r e f o r e  

could  n o t  ' r e a l i z e  t h e i r  own p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  i n t o  being! For 

such r e a l i z a t i o n  i s  t h e  p r o c e s s  of t h e  t r u e  s u b j e c t ,  and i s  

reached  o n l y  i n  man. Hegel a rgued t h a t  man a l o n e  h a s  t h e  power 

of self r e a l i z a t i o n ,  o f  a c t u a l i z i n g  and moulding h i s  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n o t i o n  of r eason .  But r eason  p resupposes  freedom, 

i . e .  t h e  power t o  a c t  i n  accordance  w i t h  knowledge o f  t h e  t r u t h .  

It was t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h i s  ' f a c t f ,  t h i s  u n i t y  o f  e x p e r i e n c e ,  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  and r e a s o n  t h a t  Hegel expounded on n a t u r a l  

phenomena. I n  h i s  more a b s t r a c t  work, h i s  s t a t e m e n t s  seem t o  

r e f e r  t o  t h e  freedom of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  consc iousness  and i t s  

r e a l i z a t i o n .  For  he  s t a t e s :  

With t h e  though t  which c o n s c i o u s n e s s  h a s  l a i d  
ho ld  o f ,  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i s  
i n h e r e n t l y  a b s o l u t e  r e a l i t y ,  consc iousness  
t u r n s  back i n t o  i t s e l f .  But t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  
i t s  a c t i v i t y  when comple te ly  deve loped ,  h a s  
f o r c e d  it  t o  make e x p l i c i t  i t s  s e l f - e x i s t e n c e ,  
and t u r n e d  t h i s  i n t o  an o b j e c t i v e  f a c t .  I n  
t h i s  p r o c e s s  it h a s  i t s e l f  become aware,  t o o ,  
of  i t s  u n i t y  w i t h  t h e  u n i v e r s a l ,  a  u n i t y  which 
s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  when s u b l a t e d  i s  
t h e  u n i v e r s a l ,  i s  no l o n g e r  looked on by u s  
a s  f a l l i n g  o u t s i d e  i t ,  and which, s i n c e  
c o n s c i o u s n e s s  m a i n t a i n s  i t s e l f  i n  t h i s  i t s  
n e g a t i v e  c o n d i t i o n ,  i s  i n h e r e n t l y  i n  i t  a s  
such i t s  v e r y  essence . . .  . T h i s  consc iousness  
comes on t h e  scene  d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e  form o f  
r e a s o n . . . ,  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  appear ing  t h u s  



immedia te ly ,  comes b e f o r e  u s  mere ly  a s  t h e  
c e r t a i n t y  o f  t h a t  t r ~ t h . 2 ~  

Hegel t u r n e d  t o  h i s t o r y  and an a n a l y s i s  o f  e a r l i e r  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  

f o r  two main r e a s o n s  t h e n ,  These we w i l l  t e rm e p i s t e n o l o g i c a l  

-- m e w i n g  t o  demons t ra te  l o g i c a l l y  and s u b s t a n t i v e l y ,  t h e  i d e a  

t h a t  b e i n g ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  on first a t t a i n i n g  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

t r i e s  t o  deny i t s e l f  a s  o b j e c t ,  and a s s e r t s  i t s e l f  p r i n c i p a l l y  

as s u b j e c t  (hence  t h a t  s t a g e  of a l i e n a t i o n  i n  h i s t o r y  where 
21 man i s  e s t r a n g e d  from o t h e r  men and t h e r e f o r e  from h i m s e l f ) .  

The second r e a s o n ,  we t e rm p o l i t i c a l ,  t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  f a c t  

of H e g e l T s  concern  w i t h  t h e  po l i t i ca l -economy of h i s  own t i m e s .  

Hegel developed h i s  e a r l y  c o n c e p t s  o f  freedom and r e a s o n  i n  

German c o n f e d e r a c y ,  i n  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  t o  France  (1790's 1. 

The German Reich  was decaying.  A s  he d e c l a r e d ,  t h e  German s t a t e  

was 'no l o n g e r  a  S t a t e '  (emphasis . .  .Hegel  . Elements  of 

f e u d a l  d e s p o t i s m ,  t r ans fo rmed  i n t o  p e t t y  o p p r e s s i v e  s m a l l  s t a t e s  were 

competing w i t h  o t h e r  p e t t y  despot isms.  The urban middle  c l a s s  

was t o o  s m a l l  and d i s t r i b u t e d  t o  form a meaningful  o p p o s i t i o n .  

The p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t s  of t h e  En l igh tennen t  were censored  and 

r e p r e s s e d  i n  f e a r s  of a  ' t e r r o r  o f  r e v o l u t i o n ' .  R e l i g i o n ,  b u t  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  P r o t e s t a n t i s m ,  had induced and d i v e r t e d  c l a i m s  

f o r  emancipat ion  i n t o  an a c c e p t a n c e  of  t h e  s t a t u s  quo. ' S o c i a l  

r e a l i t y  became i n d i f f e r e n t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  t r u e  e s s e n c e  o f  man 

was concerned. '  The ' educa ted '  c l a s s e s ,  unab le  t o  a p p l y  t h e i r  

r e a s o n  t o  reforming s o c i e t y ,  t r anscended  t h e  decay of  e x i s t i n g  

s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  by i n v o l v i n g  themse lves  i n  s c i e n c e ,  a r t ,  

r e l i g i o n  and ph i losophy .  C u l t u r e  was t h e n  e s s e n t i a l l y  i d e a l i s t i c ,  

it became t h e  ' t r u e  r e a l i t y ' .  Marcuse d e s c r i b e s  Hege l ' s  system 



'as t h e  l a s t  g r e a t  ( a t t e m p t )  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h i s  c u l t u r a l  i d e a l i s m  

. . . , t h e  l a s t  a t t e m p t  t o  r e n d e r  though t  a r e f u g e  f o r  r e a s o n  and 

l i b e r t y ,  22 

Assess ing  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of Hege l ' s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

d e b a t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  Kant ian  ' t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  c o n s c i ~ u s n e s $ ~ ~ a n d  

i t s  sway i n  German i d e a l i s m ,  t h e  e x i s t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  

i n  Europe a t  t h a t  t ime3  Marcuse s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Hegel developed 

a ph i losophy  o f  ' h o s t o r i c a l  opt imism' .  T h i s  'pan- logism' ,  t a k e s  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  and forms of though t  from t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  and 

forms o f  r e a l i t y ,  s o  t h a t  ' t h e  l o g i c a l  laws reproduce  t h o s e  

governing t h e  movement of r e a l i t y . '  Hegel a rgued t h a t  t h e  

Kant ian  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t h i s  dichotomy of world o f  o b j e c t s  and 

t h e  s e n s e s ,  i n t u i t i o n ,  expressed  an  e x i s t i n g  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  

s o c i e t y  between man, o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  

t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  whose r e s o l u t i o n  e x i s t e d  a s  a  n e g a t i o n  of 

t h a t  s t a g e  o f  development.  

R e j e c t i n g  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  of  i d e a l i s m ,  Hegel p o s t u l e t e d  

Reason a s  t h e  ' s o v e r i g n  of t h e  wor ldT .  But ph i losophy  p r o v i d e s  

t h e  g e n e r a l  c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  h i s t o r y ,  s i n c e  t r u e  

b e i n g  is r e a s o n ,  man i fes ted  i n  n a t u r e  and r e a l i z e d  i n  man. This  

r e a l i z a t i o n  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n  h i s t o r y ,  And s i n c e  r e a s o n  r e a l i z e d  

i n  h i s t o r y  i s  mind, Hege l ' s  t h e s i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  m o t i v a t o r  of 

h i s t o r y  is  mind, hence G e i s t .  But man, t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  conf ined  

t o  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  deve lops  h i s  consc iousness  i n  t e r m s  

o f  h i s  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  Those i n d i v i d u a l s  whose a c t i o n s  

c r e a t e  new forms of l i f e ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e p e a t  o l d  p a t t e r n s ,  

a r e  'world h i s t o r i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  ' (Lukscs ' t e r m ) .  They 



a n t i c i p a t e  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  h i g h e r  forms of  l i f e ,  

and t h u s  c l a s h  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t s  of o r d i n a r y  i n d i -  

v i d u a l s .  They a r e  however, on ly  t h e  a g e n t s  of 'World Mind ? ,  

( W e l t g e i s t )  v i c t i m s  of a  h i g h e r  n e c e s s i t y .  T h i s  a s p e c t  o f  

H e g e l f s  sys tem was t a k e n  o v e r  by Georg ~ u k g c s ,  b o t h  t h e  n o t i o n s  

of c o l l i s i o n s ,  f o r  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  drama, a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  l a t e r  

n o t i o n  of t h e  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  o f  c h a r a c t e r s .  

H e g e l t s  p o l i t i c a l  ph i losophy ,  w i t h  an  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  development of v a r i o u s  c l a s s i c a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  a s  

i t s  b a s i s ,  is  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  form of an e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  two 

d i a l e c t i c a l  t r i a d s .  The f irst  c o n s i s t s  o f  a b s t r a c t  r i g h t ,  

m o r a l i t y  and e t h i c a l  l i f e .  The second i s  c o n s t f t u t e d  o f  t h e  

f a m i l y ,  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  and t h e  S t a t e .  A b s t r a c t  r i g h t  and 

m o r a l i t y  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  t h e s i s  and a n t i t h e s i s  of t h e  f i rs t  t r i a d .  

They n e c e s s a r i l y  go  t o g e t h e r  and y e t  t h e r e  i s  t e n s i o n  o r  c o n t r a -  

d i c t i o n  between them, which i s  r e s o l v e d  o n l y  i n  e t h i c a l  l i f e .  

The f a m i l y  and c i v i l  s o c i e t y  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  t h e s i s  and a n t i -  

t h e s i s  o f  t h e  second t r i a d ,  and Hegel a l s o  s a y s  o f  them t h a t  

t h e y  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  and y e t  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  of  o n e a n o t h e r ,  t h e  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e i n g  r e s o l v e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  

H e g e l ' s  d i a l e c t i c a l  scheme l t impl ies  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  

members i n  t h e  f i r s t  t r i a d  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  one a n o t h e r  i n  much 

t h e  same way a s  t h e  t h r e e  moments of t h e  second.  " For Hegel 

t h e  f irst  t r i a d  i s  n o t  r e l a t e d  i n  some mechanica l  f a s h i o n  t o  

t h e  second ,  Hegel saw it a s  a  r e a l  s y n t h e s i s  o f  t h e  i d e a l  and 

t h e  r e a l ,  a  s y n t h e s i s  r o o t e d  i n  h i s  e t h i c a l  t h e o r y ,  which was 

a t  once a  c r i t i q u e  o f  Kant and F i c h t e  and p a r t i a l  agreement  w i t h  



S c h e l l i n g ' s  ph i losophy .  What was s t r e s s e d  i n  f a c t ,  was t h a t  

t h e  b a s i s  of m o r a l i t y  and r i g h t ,  i s  no t  some a b s t r a c t  c o n c e p t ;  

but a n  i d e a l  e n t i t y  w i t h  a  r e a l  c o n t e n t .  Thus f o r  Hegel ,  man's 

u n i v e r s a l  n a t u r e  r e a l i z e s  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  c o n c r e t e ,  ' s p i r i t u a l  

and e t h i c a l  t o t a l i t y  of  t h e  n a t i o n T .  24 Hence f o r  Hegel 

i n d i v i d u a l  m o r a l i t y  i s  o n l y  p a r t  o f  a more comprehensive e t h i c a l  

whole which f i n d s  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  Here t h e r e  i s  no 

Oppos i t ion  between t h e  r e a l  and t h e  i d e a l ,  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  

r e c o n c i l e s  t h e  e t h i c a l  i d e a l ,  t h e  S t a t e ,  b e i n g  of c o u r s e  t h e  

h i g h e r  ' e t h i c a l  t o t a l i t y '  ( ~ i t t l i c h k e i t ) .  To s u b s t a n t i a t e  

t h i s ,  Hegel a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r n a l  j u r i d i c a l  p r o c e s s  of  t h e  

S t a t e  a r e  p r o d u c t s  of an o r g a n i c  p r o c e s s  -- one which i s  seen  

in t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  development toward t h e  S t a t e  -- 
r o o t e d  i n  a p e o p l e ' s  o r  c u l t u r a l  p a s t .  The d i a l e c t i c  i s  t h e n  

t h e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f  by which  consciousness deve lops  

from a n  i n i t i a l  o p p o s i t i o n  between consc iousness  and r e a l i t y  t o  

a n  a b s o l u t e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  i n  which t h e  i d e a l  world of consc ious -  

n e s s  c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  r e a l . '  It i s  t h e  se l f -development  o f  

though t  and o f  r e a l i t y .  25 

There a r e  t h r e e  a s p e c t s  o f  Hege l ' s  t h o u g h t ,  a t  t h i s  

p o i n t ,  which on t h e  one hand r e v e a l  t h e  impor tance  o f  h i s  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  sys tem,  w h i l e  on t h e  o t h e r  hand 

a r e  p o i n t s  of d e p a r t u r e  and c o n t e n t i o n  f o r  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

development of bo th  Marx and ~ u k g c s .  These a r e  1) Hege l ' s  

h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  c o n c r e t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  and t h e i r  d i a l e c -  

t i c a l  movement. 2 )  Hegel ' s  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  i s  

no t  j u s t  a method o f  t h i n k i n g  o r  an  a r t i f i c e  i n  a p h i l o s o p h i c a l  



e x p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  v e r y  s t r u c u r e  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i t s e l f ,  a  

P o i n t  which t h e  e a r l y  Marx a c c e p t e d  a lmos t  t o t a l l y ,  and which 

t h e  young Georg LukScs r e i t e r a t e d  wi th  a s  e q u a l  f o r c e  a s  Hegel. 

T h i s  became f o r  Lukscs t h e  key t o  an u n f o l d i n g  of  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e s  

and t h e  p r o c e s s  of c l a s s  consc iousness ,  3 ) F i n a l l y ,  t h e  ambigu i ty  

of t h e  s t a t u s  of a r t - r e l i g i o n  and ph i losophy  ( t h e  Absolute  spirt) 
i n  H e g e l 1 s  s y s t e m ,  which Marx claimed t o  have r e s o l v e d  i n  he he 

German I d e o l o g y '  by s u b l a t i n g  t h e  Hegel ian  system i n  t h e  form 

of t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t  concep t ion  of  h i s t o r y .  

Hegel c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  a r t  a s  an  a c t i v i t y  which th roughou t  

t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  development toward t h e  Absolute  I d e a ,  

e x p r e s s e s  what %en ought  t o  b e e t 1  He argued t h a t  a l o n g  w i t h  

o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  forms o f  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  a r t  w i l l  p r o g r e s s  

(from t h e  Symbolic,  t o  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  t o  t h e  Romantic) ,  bu t  

f i n a l l y  on t h e  achievement  of s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  by men, a r t  w i l l  

d e c l i n e  i n  f a v o u r  of ph i losophy  and r e l i g i o n .  Hegel r easoned  

t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  is  t h a t  t h e  immediate m a t e r i a l  of  a r t  

is  s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t ,  because  it e x p r e s s e s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  a new 

s y n t h e s i s .  But g i v e n  i t s  n a t u r e  a r t  cannot  e x p r e s s  t h e  w i l l  

t owards  t h e  I d e a  i n  c o n c e p t u a l  form, Art t h e r e f o r e  e x p r e s s e s  

t h i s  w i l l  t h r o u g h  images and symbols. A f t e r  t a k i n g  t h e  v a r i o u s  

means by which t h e  I d e a  f o r  u n i t y  i s  e x p r e s s e d ,  Hegel a rgued 

t h a t  t h e  p o e t i c  form of a r t ,  drama and l i t e r a t u r e  i s  t h e  most 

i m p o r t a n t  a r t  form. I n  s h o r t  t h e  o t h e r  s t a g e s  of a r t ,  t h e  

Symbolic and t h e  C l a s s i c a 1 , a r e  negated  by o t h e r  forms which 

deve lop  more a d e q u a t e  mediums f o r  e x p r e s s i n p  t h e  i d e a  -- 
Hegel had i n  mind t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  of a r c h i t e c t u r e  and s c u l p t u r e  



and music,  The former g i v e s  an e x p l i c i t  image of mind and 

i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n  a c t i o n .  

P o e t r y  i s  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  a r t  of  t h e  mind 
which h a s  become f r e e  i n  i t s  own n a t u r e ,  
and which i s  not  t i e d  t o  i t s  r e a l i z a t i o n  
i n  e x t e r n a l  sensuous m a t t e r ,  b u t  e x p a t i a t e s  
e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  t h e  i n n e r  space and i n n e r  
t ime  of  t h e  i d e a s  and f e e l i n g s .  Yet j u s t  
i n  t h i s  i t s  h i ~ h e s t  phase a r t  ends by 
t r a n s c e n d i n g  i t s e l f ,  inasmuch a s  it 
abandons t h e  medium of  a  harmonious 
embodiment o f  mind i n  sensuous form, and 
p a s s e s  from the  p o e t r y  of imaginat ion  
i n t o  t h e  p rose  of  though t  .27 

Hegel saw p o e t r y  a s  c o n t a i n i n g  a l l  t h e  q u a l i t i e s  of 

e a r l i e r  modes of e x p r e s s i o n ,  Hegel 's  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  problem 

of p o e t r y ,  r e sembles  a t  t i m e s  t h e  u t t e r a n c e s  of t h e  e a r l y  Greeks,  

P a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  forms of a r t ,  t h a t  i s  

P a i n t i n g ,  music and  l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of  t h e  ' Idea  

of Beauty 1 .  28 Where he d i f f e r s  from them is  h i s  u s e  of a 

d i a l e c t i c a l  method i n  a n a l y s i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  s t a g e s  of development ,  

b u t  t h e  metaphys ics  resemble t h a t  of t h e  Greeks. 

I n  c o n c l u s i o n  there  a r e  two i d e a s  from t h e  above 

d i s c u s s i o n  which p rov ide  t h e  t h e m a t i c  b a s i s  f o r  most o f  t h e  

d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  subsequent  c h a p t e r s  of t h e  t h e s i s .  F i r s t  

Hegel can be seen  a s  fo rmula t ing  f a i r l y  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  t h e  

n o t i o n  of a r t i s t i c  symbolism, Secondly Hegel ' s  i d e a  t h a t  a l l  

a r t ,  even sotle a s p e c t s  of mechanics a r e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  

P r o c e s s e s  of t h e  " i n f i n i t e  mind", t a k i n g  c o n c r e t e  shape i n  



of m e t a p h y s i c a l  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  specu la t ion .29  It i s  p o s s i b l e  

t o  d e t e c t  i n  Hegel ' s  t h i n k i n g  a l s o  t h e  equ iva lence  of c o n c r e t e n e s s ,  

and imagery w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  t o  some e x t e n t f i n i t u d e .  Whereas 

a b s t r a c t i o n  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  a b s t r a c t i o n  of p o e t r y ,  i n  t h e  

s e n s e  of i t s  mode of e x p r e s s i o n  w i t h  c l o s e r  a t t a i n m e n t  of t h e  

I d e a ,  r e s o l u t i o n  of c o n f l i c t  and so on,  develop w i t h  t h e  

v e r t i c a l  d i a l e c t i c a l  process ,  These e lements  of l a t e r  though t  

h e l d  sway i n  s o c i o l o g y e  

~ o s t  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u g g e s t s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  l i n k s  

between what is now symbolism i n  American l i t e r a r y  s o c i o l o g y ,  

and t h e  f i x e d  n o t i o n  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  Hegel 'S s p e c u l a t i o n s .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e  Simmel developed h i s  brand of s o c i o l o g y  o f  a r t .  

It i s  t o  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  we now t u r n ,  t h a t  i s  a  c r i t i q u e  of 

t h e  "American L i t e r a r y  ~ c h o o l ~ .  I n  a  subsequent  Chapter  we w i l l  

examine some of t h e  consequences o f  Marx's i n v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  

Heeel ian  d i a l e c t i c  f o r  l a t e r  M a r x i s t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  George ~ u k s c s .  



FOOTNOTES 

'J.B. B a i l l i e  h a s  sugges ted  i n  h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  H e g e l T s  
PhenomenoloRy Of The Mind, t h a t  t h e  Greeks,  j u s t  a s  much a s  
Kant,  F i c h t e ,  and S c h e l l i n g ,  i n f l u e n c e d  Hege l ' s  phi losophy.  
See The Phenomenology Of t h e  Mind, t r a n s l a t e d  by J.B. B a i l l i a ,  
New York, 1931,  p.20. The p o i n t  about  Hegel ' s  l o g i c  i s  n o t  
s imply  t h a t  he  t o o k  o v e r  t h e  most impor tant  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  
d i a l e c t i c  from t h e  Greeks, f o r  a s  we have seen  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  
c h a p t e r ,  t h e  Greeks l a r g e l y  pe rce ived  r e a l i t y  a s  an  e x t r a -  
s o c i a l  phenomenon, hence a r t  a s  i m i t a t i o n .  But r e a l i t y  was 
f i x e d  f o r  t h e  Greeks. Man approached an  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of it, 
n o t  by i n c r e a s i n g  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s ;  b u t  depending on h i s  
c l a s s  background. However t h e  Greek concept of i m i t a t i o n ,  
d i d  have  d i a l e c t i c a l  a s p e c t s ,  which P l a t o  o u t l i n e d .  See 
Peyton R i c h t e r ' s  P e r s p e c t i v e s ,  pp. 48-49. 

'see I s i a h  B e r l i n ,  K a r l  Marx: His Life  and Environment , 
Oxford U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1963,  P *  47. Though d i s c u s s i n g  
t h e  problem i n  m e t a p h o r i c a l  t e r m s ,  B e r l i n  i s  h e r e  acknowl- 
edging d e b t  i n  connec t ion  w i t h  t h e  background of t h e  
d i a l e c t i c  i n  Greek ph i losophy ,  a  p o i n t  not  f u l l y  emphasized 
i n  Some works on Hegel. For example, See John Plamenatz,  
Man and S o c i e t y ,  a C r i t i c a l .  Examination of Some Impor tan t  
S o c i a l  and P o l i t i c a l  T h e o r i e s  From l h c h i a v e l l i  t o  Mare, vo1.11, 
L ~ n @ n a n 7 ~ ,  Green & Co. Ltd. ,  1963,  pp* 134-137 and Pp. 141-142. 

4 ~ b i d . ,  p.  253. p l m e n a t z ,  Val. 11, Ch. IV, a l s o  P r e s e n t s  
a fa= s y s t e m a t i c  c r i t i c i s m  of Hegel ' s  e n t i r e  p o l i t i c a l  
~ h i l o s o ~ h ~ .  o u r  concern  i s  w i t h  s e l e c t e d  a s p e c t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h e  d i a l e c t i c  and t h e  Hegelian fo rmula t ion  of c i v i l  s o c i e t y  
and t h e  s t a t e  and t h e  development o f  a r t  and r e l i g i o n .  

71bid., pp. 339-340. 

' ~ l a m e n a t z  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  much of  Hegel ' s  ep is temology i s  
"Ot s o  profound if we t r e a t  h i s  me taphys ica l  language a s  

though p ro fessed  Hegel ians  would no doubt r e j e c t  
this approach.  See Man And S o c i e t y ,  Vole 11, p. 131. 



gIbid Hegel ,  pp. 217-267. ~ l s o  P l a n e n a t z ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  * 9 
o u t l i n e  o r  d e v e l o p  H e g e l T s  p r o c e s s  of a t t r a c t i o n  and r e p u l s i o n ,  
i s  one of t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  cope w i t h  some of 
t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  problems i n  t h e  Phenomenoloey. See Plamenatz 
PP* 141-142. 

l l l b i d  * 9 ~ h .  14, pp. 217-267. 

 he r e a l  concern  a t  t h i s  s t a g e  is  not  t o  pursue  H e g e l ' s  
a n a l y s i s  of a l i e n a t i o n  d i r e c t l y .  Th i s  i s  no t  a  c e n t r a l  a s p e c t  
of t h e  r e s e a r c h  problem. However Hegel ' s  concept  of a l i e n a t i o n  
i s  c e n t r a l  t o  h i s  scheme and one o f  h i s  ways of d e m o n s t r a t i n g  
t h e  u n i t y  of r e a l i t y .  And i n  some s e c t i o n s  of t h e  P h e n o m e n o l o ~ l  
where h e  d i s c u s s e s  s c i e n c e  and o r g a n i c  n a t u r e  he seems t o  imply 
t h a t  a l i e n a t i o n  may be a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  e a r l y  d i c h o t o m i z a t i o n  of o r g a n i c  n a t u r e  a f t e r  t h e  Reformation. But t h i s  i s  done by 
implication on ly .  The t h r e e  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of consc ious -  
n e s s ,  o u t l i n e d  above a r e  d i s c u s s e d  by Hegel a s  though t h e y  
were two. For he  s a y s ;  I n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  ... consc iousness  
exper iences  j u s t  t h i s  appearance  of  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  
unchangeable,  and of t h e  unchangeable i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r i t y .  
Consciousness becomes aware of p a r t i c u l a r i t y  i n  g e n e r a l  
(G.w.F.H. ) ,  i n  t h e  i m m u t a b l e  e ssence ,  and a t  t h e  same t i m e  it 
t h e r e  f i n d s  i t s  own p a r t i c u l a r i t y .  For t h e  t r u t h  of t h i s  
P r o c e s s  is  p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  t h e  double  conscious  i s  one and 
s i n g l e .  T h i s  u n i t y  becomes a  f a c t  t o  i t ,  b u t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  
i n s t a n c e  t h e  u n i t y  i s  one i n  which t h e  d i v e r s i t y  of b o t h  
f a c t o r s  i s  s t i l l  t h e  dominant f e a t u r e .  Owing t o  t h i s ,  
c O n ~ c i o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ s  h a s  b e f o r e  it t h e  t h r e e  f o l d  tray i n  which 
P a r t i c u l a r i t y  i s  connected  w i t h  unchangeableness.  (my 
emphasis ) .  In one form it comes b e f o r e  i t s e l f  a s  opposed t o  
t h e  unchangeable e s s e n c e ,  and i s  thrown back t o  t h e  beg inn ing  
of t h a t  s t r u g y l e ,  which i s  f r o c  f i r s t  t o  l a s t ,  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  
c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  e n t i r e  s i t u a t i o n .  A t  a n o t h e r  t i m e  i t  f i n d s  
t h e  Unchangeable a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  form of p a r t i c u l a r i t y ;  s o  
t h e  l a t t e r  is an embodiment of unchangeableness,  i n t o  which 
in Consequence, t h e  e n t i r e  form o f  e x i s t e n c e  PasSes.  I n  t h e  
t h i r d  c a s e ,  i t  d i s c o v e r s  i t s e l f  t o  be t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  f a c t  i n  
t h e  Unchangeable. The first unchangeable i s  t a k e n  t o  b e  mere ly  
the a l i e n  e x t e r n a l  Being (God a s  Judge) , which p a s s e s  s e n t e n c e  
On p a r t i c u l a r  e x i s t e n c e ;  s i n c e  t h e  second unchangeable i s  a 
form o r  mode of l i k e  i t s e l f .  ( C h r i s t ) ,  i t ,  i .e .  
t h e  consc iousness ,  becomes i n  t h e  t h i r d  p l a c e  s p i r i t  ( G e i s t ) ,  
h a s  t h e  joy  of f i n d i n g  i t s e l f  t h e r e i n ,  and becomes aware 
w i t h i n  itself t h a t  i t s  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  has  been r e c o n c i l e d  wi th  
t h e  un ive r sa l  ( t h e  communion). Thus We s e e  Hegel 
S t a t i n g  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  of a l i e n a t i o n .  



l 5E rns t  F i s c h e r  The Necess i ty  Of Art. A Marxis t  Approach, 
Penguin Books, 1963,  p. 124. 

'6see Herber t  Marcuse, Reason And Revolut ion  : Hekel And 
The R i s e  Of S o c i a l  Theory, Humanities P r e s s ,  1963, 2nd e d i t i o n ,  
p. 23. # o s t  a n a l y s i s  of Hegel1s  work a c c e p t  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
a s  v a l i d .  See a l s o  F. & g e l s  D i a l e c t i c s  of Nature ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
h b l i s h e r s ,  New York, 1940,  PP. 26-34: f o r  a s u b s t a n t i v e  t r e a t -  
ment of Hegel ' s  epistemology o f  t h e  phi losophy of n a t u r e .  It 
i s  a c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of Hege l ' s  a b s t r a c t  t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h e  
Phenomenology. E n g e l s f  t r e a t m e n t  h a s  been d e s c r i b e d  by Hook 
as a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of Hegel1s  i d e a s  on n a t u r e .  See Sidney 
Hook, From Hegel To Narx: S t u d i e s  I n  t h e  I n t e l l e c t u a l  Develop- 
ment of Karl Marx, S t u d i e s  I n  The I n t e l l e c t u a l  Development Of 
.Karl Elarx, Humanit ies  P r e s s ,  1958,  P *  @ *  

' 7 ~ h i ~  a s p e c t  of t h e  t h e s i s  i s  developed i n  a n o t h e r  c h a p t e r ,  
but it i s  wor thwhi le  n o t i n g  t h a t  on t h i s  problem Engels  
argued t h a t  a l l  q u a l i t a t i v e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  n a t u r e  r e s t  on 
d i f f e r e n c e s  of chemical  c o m p o s i t i o n  o r  on d i f f e r e n t  q u a n t i t i e s  
o r  forms of motion ( e n e r g y )  o r ,  a s  is  a lmost  always t h e  c a s e ,  
on b o t h .  Hence it i s  imposs ib le  t o  a l t e r  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  a  
body wi thou t  a d d i t i o n  o r  s u b t r a c t i o n  of m a t t e r  o r  mot ion ,  i.e. 
Without q u a n t i t a t i v e  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  body concerned. I n  
this form, t h e r e f o r e ,  Hegel 1s mys te r ious  p r i n c i p l e  a p p e a r s  
no t  o n l y  q u i t e  r a t i o n a l  b u t  even r a t h e r  obvious. I b i d . ,  
D i a l e c t i c s  , p. 27. 





24 Cf. ~~~i~ D ~ ~ ~ < ,  The P h i l o s o p h i c a l  Foundat ions  Of I*krxism, 
Harcour t  Brace & World Inc., 1966,  p. 22. See a l s o  pp. 3-65 
f o r  t h e  background t o  Hegel ' s  l a t e r  p h i l o s o ~ h ~  of h i s t o r y ,  
b u t  e s p e c i a l l y  pp. 1-22, f o r  Hege l ' s  c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  
P h i l o s o p h e r s  mentioned.  

He el On Art: An I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  O f  
26see Jack Kaminsky9 '+jiversity of Lev York, 1962 ,  H e ~ e l ' s  A e s t h e t i c s ,  S t a t e  

PP* 29-38. 

2 8 ~ b i d  * 9 pp. 210-211. 

2 9 ~ a c k  Kaminsky, op. c i t v  Po 16$. 



CHAPTER I11 

THE CONTINENTAL AND ANERICAN SCHOOLS 

Art a s  t h e  i n t i m a t e  concern of t h e  p o e t ,  
p a i n t e r  o r  music ian  h a s  l i t t l e  r e a l i t y  
v a l u e  f o r  t h e  a r t  s o c i o l o g i s t ,  a s  f o r  
example t h e  music produced by a man 
w h i s t l i n g  t o  h imse l f .  It is  on ly  when 
l i t e r a t u r e ,  p a i n t i n g  and music a r e  
o b j e c t i f i e d ,  on ly  when t h e y  assume a 
c o n c r e t e  express ion  o r  an atmosphere 
t h a t  t h e y  have a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  r e a l i t y  
v a l u e ;  o n l y  t h e n  do t h e y  e x p r e s s  
something t h a t  i s  meant t o  be under-  
s t o o d  o r  t o  produce s o c i a l  e f f e c t ,  

(Alphons Si lberman:  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
S o c i a l  Science  J o u r n a l  Vol, 20 ,  
$4, 1968.) 

Alphons Silberman i n  a r g u i n g  f o r  an e m p i r i c a l  

s o ~ i o l o g ~  of a r t  -- t h a t  i s  one which independen t ly  p roceeds  

from t h e  same b a s i c  assumption a s  g e n e r a l  s o c i o l o g y ,  t h e  

o b s e r v a t i o n ,  and g e n e r a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  t h e o r y  -- a t t a c k s  

t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of knowledge and t h e  o t h e r ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  

approach i n  socio logy a r e  both  u n s a t i s f a c t o r ~  f o r  t h e  fo l low-  

ing b r i e f  r e a s o n s ,  In t h e  f i rs t  approach t h e  concern i s  t o  

development .  And what i s  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  between p h i l o s o p h i c a l  



such a s  s t y l e s  i n  a r t ,  f a s h i o n s  and s o  on,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand? 

In t h e  second approach a r t  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i t e r a t u r e  is 

seen  as  a n  a u x i l i a r y  t o  soc io logy  proper .  Here Si lberman 

seems t o  be i m p l i c i t l y  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  pragmat ic  approach 

of t h e  symbolic  i n t e r a c t i o n  schoo l  of thought .  Si lberman 

c o n t r i b u t i o n  of whose a n a l y s i s  i s  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  

Previous  works -- t h e  a l l u s i o n  i s  t o  t h e  work of Duncan -- 
confused a c l e a r l y  r e c o g n i z a b l e  d i s t i n c t i o n .  The d i s t i n c t i o n  

is a t  two d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  l e v e l s ,  between t h e  a e s t h e t i c  

o r  a u d i e n c e  a r e  brought  t o g e t h e r  by way of t h e  a r t i s t i c  

m a t e r i a l .  I n  t h i s  way form and c o n t e n t  a r e  brought  t o g e t h e r .  
2 

On a n o t h e r  l e v e l  of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  t h e r e  are t h e  s o c i a l  

f u n c t i o n s  which e s t a b l i s h  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between p e r s o n s ,  

i d e a s  and c u l t u r a l  s t a n d a r d s  o r  p a t t e r n s  o f  behaviour .  Aes- 

t h e t i c  f u n c t i o n s  a l s o  p l a y  a  r o l e  h e r e ,  b u t  n o t  a c e n t r a l  

one. 

The i m p o r t a n c e  of Si lberman 's  work c e n t r e s  on t x o  

t e r m s ,  d i s t i n c t j . o n  and s e p a r a t i o n .  When a r t  i s  approached 

from t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  of t h e  soc io logy  of knowledge, t h e r e  i s  

t h e  tendency for  t h e  a n a l y s t  t o  work i n  te rms of s o c i a l  



and Rober t  Hall, t h e r e  i s  l e s s  s e p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  

b u t  some c o n f u s i o n  of t h e  r e a l  and t h e  i d e a l .  I n  t h i s  

c o n n e c t i o n ,  S i lbe rman  n o t e s  t h a t  a s o c i o l o g y  of a r t  must be  

d e v e l o p e d .  which can  i n t e r v e n e ,  Where o b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  s o c i o -  

l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e  < a  ; c o n f u s i o n ,  f o r  where t h i s  

c o n f u s i o n  e x i s t s :  

W r i t i n g s  a l l e g e d l y  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  a r t ,  b u t  which have  
an  e x c l u s i v e l y  p o l i t i c a l ,  i d e o l c g i c a l  
h u e ,  l e a n i n g  t o  t h e  extreme r i g h t ,  o r  
t h e  extreme l e f t ;  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  
a r e  s o  o v e r  s p i r i t u a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  
e f f e c t s  of  r e a l i t y  v i s  a  v i s  i d e a s  a r e  
n e g l e c t e d  and t h e  i d e a s  are f i n a l l y  
r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  f a c t s . 4  

T h i s  i s  a  v e r y  pungent  c r i t i c i s m  o f  most of  t h e  

s O c i o l o g i c a 1  works d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  ar ts .  A c r i t i c i s m  which 

t o u c h e s  on t h e  symbol ic  approach o f  t h e  a c t i o n  t h e o r i s t s  

such a s  Kenneth Burke, a s  e q u a l l y  on t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  E la rx i s t s  
H 

t h e o r i s t s  such  as  Lucien Goldmannand Georg Lukacs. But nowhere 

in t h i s  c r i t i q u e  d o e s  Si lberman s u g g e s t  s p e c i f i c  ways o f  e s t a b -  

l i s h i n g  h i s  s o c i o l o g y  of  a r t .  He does  no t  s u g g e s t  c r i t e r i a  

f o r  choos ing  and o b s e r v i n g  t h e  n f a c t s w  i n  a r t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  

l e n d  s o c i o l o g i c a l  impor t  t o  them. H i s  a n a l y s i s  s u g g e s t s  t h e  

s h e l l  of a methodology,  b u t  d o e s  n o t  go beyond t h i s  r a t h e r  

n e g a t i v e  c r i t i c i s m .  

I n  t e r m s  of S i lbe r rnan l s  c r i t i c i s m  th6. t  s o c i o l o g y  h a s  

t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t r e a t e d  l i t e r a t u r e  and l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  a s  a 

p e r i p h e r a l  b ranch  of t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s ,  a n  appendage,  a s  it 

were, he may have o v e r s t a t e d  h i s  c a s e ,  For a l t h o u g h  i n  g e n e r a l  



teras t h i s  may b e  s o ,  it a p p e a r s  f r u i t f u l  t o  make some d i s -  

t i n c t i o n s  between t h e  work of t h e  European e a r l y  s o c i o l o g i s t s  

-- l a r g e l y  t h e  f o u n d e r s  of s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h i n k i n g  -- a n d  t h e  

e n t h u s i a s t i c  b u t  n e v e r t h e l e s s  more p ragmat ic  q u a n t i f i c a t i v e  

brand o f  s o c i o l o g y  which s p r a n g  from t h e  fo rmer ,  b u t  u t i l i z e d  

d i f f e r e n t  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and methodo log ica l  f o u n d a t i o n s  i n  

North American s o c i o l o g y .  

There i s  a n o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  r eason  f o r  s t r i k i n p  t h e  

d i s t i n c t i o n  between i n t e l l e c t u a l  development i n  Europe and 

North America. I n  North America t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s o c i a l  

and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  development a p p e a r s  l e s s  e a s y  t o  t r a c e  a s  

a n  independent  one from t h e  e a r l y  c o n s i s t e n t  development 

r ecorded  by l a t e r  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  C r i t i c a l  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  

was no  l e s s  p r e s e n t  i n  one " s o c i e t y v  t h a n  i n  t h e  o t h e r .  But 

l a t e r  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  i n  North America d i d  assume a  d i s t i n c t l y  

e m p i r i c a l  o u t l o o k . 5  The r e a s o n s  f o r  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  r e s t  i n  

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  socio-economic development of North America, 

in c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  development exper ienced  i n  

Europe. A l l  of T.B. Bottomore 's  work i n  C r i t i c s  of S o c i e t y ,  

i s  permeated w i t h  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  c r i t i c i s m  i n  t h e  h u m a n i t i e s  

and s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  does  no t  d e v e l o p  i n  a  vacuum, bu t  w i t h  t h e  

i n t e n t i o n  (of  t h e  c r i t i c )  o f  " c r i t i c a l l y  examining t h e  i n s t i -  

t u t i o n s  of e a r l i e r  s o c i e t i e s  t o  d i s c o v e r  what d e g r e e  o f  

freedom and r a t i o n s l i t y  t h e y  i n c o r p o r a t e d ,  an2 a l s o  i n  t h e  

more impor tan t  s e n s e w  o f  l o o k i n g  i n  contemporary s o c i e t y  f o r  

new nmovernents of t h o u g h t s w  which were d e s t i n e d  t o  chanee  and 

over throw t h e  o l d  o r d e r  of s o c i e t y .  But Bottomore d o e s  n o t  



make a c l e a r  enough d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  

s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  and t h e  n o v e l i s t  o r  p o e t ,  and a g a i n  t h e  l i t e r -  

a r y  c r i t i c .  6 

If one concurs  w i t h  Lowenthal -- t h a t  t h e  a r t i s t  

p o r t r a y s  what i s  more r e a l  t h a n  r e a l i t y  i t s e l f  -- by f o c u s  

and e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  t h e  impor tance  o f  t h e  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c  's 

p e r s p e c t i v e  assumes g r e a t e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  For a s  Lowenthal 

s u g g e s t s ,  

... most g e n e r a l i z e d  concep t s  about  human n a t u r e  
found i n  l i t e r a t u r e  prove on c l o s e  i n s p e c t i o n  
t o  be  r e l a t e d  t o  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  change.? 

Lowenthal a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  it i s  o n l y  w i t h  t h e  end o f  t h e  

Span i sh  I n q u i s i t i o n ,  and l a t e r  i n  t h e  s i x t e e n t h  and s e v e n t e e n t h  

c e n t u r i e s ,  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  emergence o f  Shakespear ian  

drama and t h e  emerging d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  f e u d a l i s m ,  t h a t  

l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  assumed more p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t s .  For it was 

d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  t h a t  e l a b o r a t e  l i t e r a r y  c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g  

emerged and l a t e r  development  of  t h e  novel .  8 

But why does  Si lberman t e rm t h e  work o f  w r i t e r s  

such a s  Lowenthal ,  nstructural-functional?" Secondly ,  how 

does t h i s  s c h o o l  -- s t r u c t u r a l  f u n c t i o n a l  -- of s o c i o l o g i c a l  

l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s  and c r i t i c i s m  view t h e  t a s k  of t h e  s o c i o l -  

o g i s t  of  l i t e r a t u r e ?  Some i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  b o t h  problems 

a s s i s t s  i n  clarify in^ t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of l i t e r a r y  i n t e r -  

p r e t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  development of s o c i o l o g y ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a 

" c r i t i c a l  s o c i o l o g y .  tt 



Lowenthal  s e e s  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  n c r e a t i v e  w r i t e r , "  

t h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  n o v e l i s t ,  d r a m a t i s t ,  p l a y w r i g h t  and p o e t ,  

a s  t h a t  o f  d e s c r i b i n g  and naming new e x p e r i e n c e ,  Thus, " the  

a r t i s t ' s  d e s i r e  t o  r e c r e a t e  t h e  un ique  and t h e  i m p o r t a n t  

o f t e n  l e a d s  him t o  e x p l o r e  h i t h e r t o  nameless  a n x i e t i e s  and 

hopes." But t h e  s p e c i f i c  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e s e  themes ,  t h a t  it 

P e n e t r a t e s  t h e  p e r s o n a l  and i n t i m a t e ,  which a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d  

i n  imag inary  c h a r a c t e r s  and s i t u a t i o n s ,  l e a v e s  t h e  c r e a t i v e  

w r i t e r ' s  work t o  b e  completed by t h e  s o c i o l o g i s t  of l i t e r a t u r e .  

Lowenthal s a y s  t h a t  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  s o c i o l o g i s t  is  

... t o  r e l a t e  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  
imag ina ry  c h a r a c t e r s  and s i t u a t i o n s  t o  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l  c l i m a t e  from which t h e y  d e r i v e .  
He has t o  t r a n s f o r m  t h e  p r ima te  e q u a t i o n  of  
themes and s t y l i s t i c  means i n t o  s o c i a l  
e q u a t i o n s . 9  

But what does  t h e  above mean? Lowenthal i s  s a i d  

t o  be a  f u n c t i o n a l i s t  i n  s o  f a r  a s  f o r  him t h e  w r i t e r  i s  

t o  g r a s p  t h e  ways i n  which i n d i v i d u a l s  and g roups  

a r e  a d a p t i n g  t o  t h e  problems which t h e y  f a c e  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  

environment  . 
Man i s  b o r n ,  s t r i v e s ,  l o v e s ,  s u f f e r s ,  and 
d i e s  i n  any s o c i e t y ,  but  it i s  t h e  p o r t r a y a l  
of how h e  r e a c t s  t o  t h e s e  common human 
e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  m a t t e r s ,  s incel&hey a lmos t  
i n v a r i a b l y  have  a  s o c i a l  nexus ,  

Lowenthal f s  p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  t r f u n c t i o n a l i s t t '  i n  SO f a r  a s  f o r  him 

the  Problem in " r e a l i t y f i  i s  a d a p t j t i o n  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  



w i t h i n  a  g iven  s o c i e t y .  Lowenthal sugges t s  h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  

as  fo l lows:  

As s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ,  ( t h a t  i s  l i t e r a t u r e  
as s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  - emphasis K4O.B. )  
it sugges t s  an a r c ,  curving upward i n  
t h e  f irst  t e n t a t i v e  gropings  toward 
modern i nd iv idua l i sm ,  r i s i n g  t o  a 
p l a t e a u  of  conf idence i n  t he  i n d i v i d u a l ,  
and f i n a l l y  d e c l i n i n g  a t  t h e  p o i n t  where 
t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  f e e l s  t h r e a t e n e d  by 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and s o c i a l  f o r ce s .  Each 
end o f  t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  marks a  pe r iod  of 
s t r e s s  .ll 

I n  a  much l a t e r  work on t h e  problems of l i t e r a t u r e  and popular  

Cu l tu re ,  Lowenthal remarks,  more s p e c i f i c a l l y :  

The primary a s p e c t  i s  t o  p l ace  l i t e r a t u r e  
i n  a  f u n c t i o n a l  frame w i t h i n  each s o c i e t y  
and a g a i n  w i t h i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  of  
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h a t  society.12 

However a c l o s e r  a n a l y s i s  of Lowenthal 's work r e v e a l s  a  c u r i o u s  

u se  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l .  His func t iona l i sm  is  not  t h e r e f o r e  

of an a - h i s t o r i c a l  t y p e ,  f o r  i n  h i s  L i t e r a t u r e  And The Image 

Of Man, Lowenthal a t t e m p t s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  " the  con tex t  o f  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l f s  growing awareness o f  h i s  own h i s t o r y  and of  t h e  

S o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n i n g  of h i s  r o l e s . "  Robert Mer ton ls  work can 

be seen as t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  Lowenthal ls 

a n a l y s i s .  For Merton sugges t s :  

Examination of how t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  
o p e r a t e s  t o  e x e r t  p r e s s u r e  upon i n d i v i d u a l s  
f o r  one o r  ano the r  o f  t h e s e  a l t e r n a t i v e  
modes of behaviour  (Conformity, I nnova t ion ,  
R i tua l i sm ,  R e t r ~ a t i s m  and ~ e b e l l i o n )  must 
be prefaced by t h e  obse rva t ion  t h a t  people  
may s h i f t  from on a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  ano the r  
as t h e y  engage i n  d i f f e r e n t  spheres  o f  
s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s . 1 3  



D e s p i t e  t h e  f u n c t i o n a l  t y p e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  L o w e n t h a l f s  work, 

h e  is  aware of t h e  d i f f e r i n g  p e r s p e c t i v e s  of  European and 

American s o c i o l o g y ,  which i n  t u r n  have i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  approaches  

t o  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e . l 4  Lowentha lTs  work i s  termed 

a p e r s p e c t i v e  because  he r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  r i g i d l y  

t e c h n i q u e  o r i e n t e d  work of American s c h o l a r s  on t h e  one hand,  

and t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  approach of t h e  Europeans 

on t h e  o t h e r ,  and s u g g e s t s  t h a t  both  have weaknesses.  

Lowenthal t h u s  makes a  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  which o t h e r  s o c i o l o g i s t s  

of a r t  have f o l l o w e d  between l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a r t  and p o p u l a r  

l i t e r a t u r e  which e x c l u d e s  r e a l l y  c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g ,  c r e a t e d  

by i n d i v i d u a l s  and f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  Th i s  t y p e  of l i t e r a t u r e ,  

h e  s u g g e s t s ,  g i v e s  t h e  most * t e l l i n g  t r u t h s v  abou t  s o c i e t y  

and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  and i s  n o t  r e a d  by t h e  "b roades t  s t r a t a n  

of s o c i e t y .  The market  o r i e n t e d ,  p o p u l a r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a s  

a n o t h e r  t y p e ,  s e r v e s  a s  i n d i c a t o r s  o f  t h e  s o c i o - p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  m u l t i t u d e .  By s t u d y i n g  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

c o n t e n t  and symbols of t h i s  t y p e  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  we l e a r n  abou t  

t y p i c a l  f o r m s  o f  behaviour .  T h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  and t h e  accom- 

panying r e s e a r c h  o r i e n t a t i o n s  gave r i s e  t o  t h e  work o f  

s o c i o l o g i s t s  s u c h  a s  Pau l  L a z a r s f e l d ,  who moved from Vienna, 

and .Lasswel1  and Lowenthal h i m s e l f  -- t h e  communications 

r e a s e a r c h  of t h e  1 9 4 0 ' s  and 1 9 5 0 T s .  Another a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  

d i s t i n c t i o n  is  t h e  w r k  o f  Kenneth Burke and Hugh Duncan, 

w i t h  i t s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and epistemological r o o t s  i n  t h e  works 

o f  Dewey and James. There a p p e a r  t o  b e  o v e r l a p s  hoivever. 

Rober t  Merton h a s  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  p a r t i a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  



f o r  t h i s ,  on t h e  l e v e l  o f  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of knowledge, He 

s u g g e s t s  European and American v a r i a n t s  of a  s o c i o l o g y  o f  

knowledge. The European v a r i a n t  c o n s i s t s  o f  f i n d i n g  o u t  t h e  

ways i n  which knowledge and though t  a r e  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  

e n v i r o n i n g  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  The main f o c u s  h e r e  i s  t h e  

shap ing  of i n t e l l e c t u a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  by s o c i e t y .  The 

American v a r i a n t ,  however,  h a s  i t s  f o c u s  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

Study o f  p o p u l a r  b e l i e f s .  It i s  focussed  on o p i n i o n  r a t h e r  

t h a n  knowledge. l5 Merton s u g g e s t s  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  

n o t  r i g i d  d i s t i n c t i o n s  f o r  o p i n i o n  shades  i n t o  knowledge, 

which i s  o n l y  t h a t  p a r t  o f  o p i n i o n  which i s  s o c i a l l y  

c e r t i f i e d  by p a r t i c u l a r  c r i t e r i a  o f  evidence .  And j u s t  a s  

o p i n i o n  may grow i n t o  knowledge, s o  knowledge may "degenera tew 

i n t o  o p i n i o n .  I n  one s e n s e  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  can  b e  p u t  under  

t h e  h e a d i n g s  of  a European concern ,  c e n t e r i n g  on t h e  c o g n i t i v e  

p l a n e  o f  knowledge whereas t h e  h e r i c a n  concern  i s  w i t h  i n f o r -  

ma t ion ,  These d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  f o c u s  n o t  o n l y  mean t h a t  t h e  

European v a r i a n t  t e n d s  t o  view knowledge i n  t e r m s  of a n  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  e l i t e  -- and t h e  works o f  Kar l  Mannheim and Max 

Weber a t t e s t  t o  t h i s  -- w h i l e  t h e  American v a r i a n t ,  concerned 

w i t h  o p i n i o n ,  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  masses: b u t  t h e y  h o l d  i m p l i c a t i o n s  

f o r  d i f f e r i n g  v iews of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  a s  w e l l .  I n  s h o r t  t h e n ,  

Merton s u g g e s t s  t h e  European s c h o o l  c e n t e r s  on t h e  e s o t e r i c  

d o c t r i n e s  o f  t h e  few; t h e  American, on t h e  e x o t e r i c  b e l i e f s  

of t h e  many, 

What a r e  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  Mer ton ' s  a n a l y s i s  f o r  

a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  n o t  s o  much o f  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  r e s e a r c h  



o r i e n t a t i o n s  i n  an  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s p e c i a l i z e d  development o f  

s o c i o l o g y ,  b u t  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  ways i n  which " s o c i a l  

r e a l i t y t ?  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  s o c i o l o g y ,  and t h e  p k c e  of 

l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s  i n  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ?  Although M e r t o n T s  

a n a l y s i s  may be  a  v a l i d  one ,  what cannot  be o v e r s t r e s s e d  i s  

t h a t  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of l i t e r a t u r e  it i s  o n l y  i n  European 

s o c i o l o g y  t h a t  more i n t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  and d e b a t e  was 

o r i p i n a l l y  under taken .  It was p r i m a r i l y  i n  Europe t h a t  t h i s  

r e s e a r c h  t e n d e d  t o  q u e s t i o n ,  a t  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  l e v e l ,  t h e  

n a t u r e  and development of a r t  forms,  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between 

t h e  development  of t h e s e  forms,  and t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  

f o r  example of l i t e r a t u r e ,  music and p a i n t i n g s ;  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e  form and c o n t e n t  of t h e s e  a r t  forms a t  any p o i n t  i n  t h e i r  

h i s t o r i c a l  development .  It was i n  European s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  

a l s o ,  t h a t  q u e s t i o n s  such as  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  assumpt ions  of 

a r t  c r i t i c i s m  and of s o c i o l o g y  i t s e l f ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

c o r r e l a t i o n s  between them began t o  develop.  l7 Even t h e  

work o f  Lowenthal and L a z a r s f e l d ,  can be seen  t o  have p a r t  o f  

t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  and ph i losophy  of Max Weber and 

Ceorg Simmel. 18 

Hugh Duncan h a s  remarked: 

S o c i o l o g i c a l  c o n c l u s i o n s  d e r i v e d  from 
t h e  u s e  of  symbolic  m a t e r i a l  must 
be  a p p r a i s e d  by a s k i n g ,  lfHow does  
t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t  a n a l y z e  t h e  
s p e c i f i c  symbolic  m a t e r i a l  he  o f f e r s  
a s  data?" For u n t i l  we know hox t h e  
symbol ic  c o n t e n t  i t s e l f  i s  a n a l y z e d ,  
we r e a l l y  know very  l i t t l e  about  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  of t h e  s t a t e d  c o n c l ~ s i o n . ~ 9  



T h i s  s u p p o r t s  t h e  t h e s i s  t h a t  what he  t e r m s  symbolism 

o b s c u r e s  a more s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c e t  of h i s  approach t o  l i t e r a r y  

a n a l y s i s  i n  s o c i o l o g y .  The above s t a t e m e n t  s u g g e s t s  a n  

i d e a t i o n a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of c u l t u r e  i n  g e n e r a l  and l i t e r a t u r e  

' i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  o f  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i s  of a r t .  20 T h i s  

h y p o t h e s i s ,  b r i e f l y  s t a t e d ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  " r e f l e c t s u  

S o c i e t y ,  and is  a t  l e a s t  a s  o l d  a s  P l a t o ' s  concep t  o f  i m i t a t i o n .  

The i d e a t i o n a l  v a r i a n t  of t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i s ,  b e s t  

e l a b o r a t e d  by P i t i r i m  Sorokin  i n  S o c i a l  And C u l t u r a l  Dynamics, 

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a r t  and l i t e r a t u r e  d e a l  w i t h  p e r s o n s  and e v e n t s  

of r e l i g i o u s ,  o r  s i m i l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e ;  t h e  s t y l e  i s  symbol ic ,  

formal  and c o n v e n t i o n a l .  Sorokin  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  " s e n s a t e  

l i t e r a t u r e , "  a n o t h e r  v a r i a n t ,  r e p r e s e n t s  s e c u l a r  e v e n t s ;  t h e  

s t y l e  i s  s e n s u a l  and e r o t i c ,  and r e a l i s t i c .  21 Duncan's work, 

can  be s e e n  a s  a  h y b r i d  of S o r o k i n ' s  and Kenneth Burke ' s .  For  

Duncan p o s t u l a t e s  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  a r t i s t s  c r e a t e  forms of 

e x p r e s s i o n  which r e l i g i o n ,  s c i e n c e  and t h e  S t a t e  u s e  t o  

communicate i d e a s  and v i s i o n s ,  a r t  i s  n o t  e x p l a i n e d  by r e l i g i o n ,  

s c i e n c e  and s o  on. Knowing t h e  r e l i g i o n ,  s c i e n c e  o r  economics 

and p o l i t i c s  of  a  s o c i e t y  may h e l p  u s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a r t  -- 
b u t  "not u n t i l  we u n d e r s t a n d  them i n  t h e  a r t  work i t s e l f .  lt 

Duncan's a n a l y s i s  assumes a  t h e o r y  o r  a s sumpt ions  of  s o c i a l  

psychology,  which a r e  n e v e r  c l a r i f i e d .  For example, he s t a t e s :  

The a u t h o r  i s  no t  un ique  i n  having an  
emot ion ,  he i s  un ique  i n  h i s  a b i l i t y  
t o  t a k e  t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  i n  e x p r e s s i n g  
what a l l  f e e l ,  b u t  what t h e  a u t h o r  
a l o n e  can b r i n g  t o  some k ind  98 form 
which c l a r i f i e s  what i s  f e l t .  



Apart from e a r l i e r  c r i t i c i s m  of t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a s s u m p t i o n s  

of t h i s  k ind  o f  a n a l y s i s ,  Jean  Paul  S a t r e  would d i s a g r e e  

s t r o n g l y  w i t h  Duncan, a r g u i n g  t h a t  what an  a u t h o r  e x p r e s s e s  

i s  s u b j e c t i v e  and emerges a s  *con ten t , "  which t h e n  m o d i f i e s  

t h e  wforrnv o f  a  l i t e r a r y  worke23 S a t r e  s t a t e s :  

Thus t h e  w r i t e r  meets  everywhere o n l y  
h i s  knowledge, his w i l l ,  h i s  p l a n s ,  i n  - 
s h o r t  h i m s e l f .  He t o u c h e s  o n l y  h i s  
own s u b j e c t i v i t y :  t h e  o b j e c t  he c r e a t e s  
is o u t  o f  r e a c h ;  he  does  n o t  c r e a t e  it 
f o r  h i m s e l f  ,24 

From t h e  f o r e g o i n g  a n a l y s i s  it can b e  t e n t a t i v e l y  

s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  s o c i o l o g i c a l  t e r m s ,  DuncanTs s t a t e m e n t ,  quoted  

a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n p  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  r e v e a l s  t h e  fo l lowing .  The 

r e l e v a n t  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  l i t e r a r y  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

of " s o c i a l  r e a l i t y T 1  and t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 

t h a t  r e a l i t y ,  a r e  dominated by assumpt ions  which r e v e a l  

Duncan's p o s i t i v i s t i c  c o n c e ~ t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e .  Tha.t i s  

t o  s a y  m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  problems o f  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  i n  l i t e r -  

a t u r e  supercede  t h e  r e l e v a n t  q u e s t i o n s .  I n  s o  f a r  a s  

Duncan is r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of symbolic  a n a l y s i s  -- t h e  o t h e r s  

b e i n g  Rober t  H a l l ,  Lewis Coser and s o  on -- t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

between them and t h e  Marx i s t  o r i e n t e d  European t h i n k e r s  

f o c u s e s  on t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  r e a l i t y  t o  which t h e  symbols 

expressed  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  r e f e r .  The q u e s t i o n  a s  t o  how 

a d e q u a t e l y  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  symbolic  c o n t e n t  of l i t e r a t u r e  i s  adequatc 

-- which is  pe rhaps  a  lower  l e v e l  of concern  -- seems t o  be 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Duncan's scheme once and f o r  a l l .  The dynamic 



focus  of a n a l y s i s  becomes l o s t  i n  t h e  p o s i t i v i s t  scheme o f  

t h i n g s .  How t h i s  is  s o ,  i s  t h e  problem we now t u r n  t o .  

I n  American s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  l i t e r a r y  

m a t e r i a l  , - l i t e r a t u r e  is g i v e n  a  unique  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  The 

t endency  e x j . s t s  t o  view c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n ,  d i a l o g u e  and t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  of " p l o t s "  a s  e x t e n s i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y . 2 5  Some 

twen ty  y e a r s  aftk-r Dewey, Kenneth Burke, and h i s  s t u d e n t  

Hugh Duncan, e l a b o r a t e d  t h e  p r a g m a t i s t  approach i n t o  t h e  

s y m b o l i s t  paradigm, which dominated l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s  i n  

h e r i c a  b u t  which n o n e t h e l e s s  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  much t o  o u r  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of h u m n  i n t e r a c t i o n .  

Burke ' s  work, ma in ly  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  i n  n a t u r e ,  was 

Concerned w i t h  a b r e a k i n g  down of h w a n  i n t e r a c t i o n  i n t o  f i v e  

b a s i c  c a t e g o r i e s .  These c a t e g o r i e s  were Act ,  Scene,  Agent, 

Agency and Purpose.  26 The c a t e g o r i e s  a r e  based on t h e  

a n a l y s i s  and a b s t r a c t i o n  of l i t e r a r y  and l i n g u i s t i c  m a t e r i a l s .  

Here,  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  q u e s t i o n  was, f o r  Burke, W h a t  i s  t h e  

n a t u r e  of a c t i o n T T  and human m o t i v a t i o n ?  How a r e  forms o f  

t h o u g h t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  by i n d i v i d u a l s  and g roups ,  a ~ d  how a r e  

t h e y  e l a b o r a t e d ?  I n  h i s  u t i l i z a t i o n  of l i n g u i s t i c  and 

l i t e r a r y  m a t e r i a l ,  what Burke a t t e m p t s  t o  demons t ra te  i s  n o t  

s imply  t h e  ways i n  which symbols a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  human 

d i s c o u r s e  and a c t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  and how t h e y  emerge, b u t  

how r e a d i l y  r e a l i s m  ( t h e  n a t u r e  of a l l  a c t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l )  

l e a d s  into symbolism. Thus l o g i c a l l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  l n z t u r a l l y T ,  

symbolism cannot  b e  d i v o r c e d  from r e a l i s m  f o r  Burke, o r  f o r  

h i s  p u p i l  Duncan, 



Burke ' s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  sys tem,  from which i s  d e r i v e d  

his c o n c e p t i o n  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  n o t  s imply  f o r  

i t s  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of John Dewey's i d e a s .  27 Burke ' s  i d e a s  a l s o  - 
have an  i m p l i c i t  t h e o r y  of knowledge. This  t h e o r y  i s  subsumed 

under  h i s  concep t  of flequipment f o r  l i v i n g , "  which b r i e f l y  

means t h e  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  and c o d i f i c a t i o n  i n t o  v e r b a l  symbolism 

of ways o f  t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g  which a r e  proven and t i m e l e s s ,  

and assists  man, o r  e q u i p s  man, i n  accompl i sh ing  tasks i n d i g -  

enous t o  h i s  environment .  The b e s t  example o f  t h i s  i s  t h e  

proverb .  Like  Dewey, Burke viewed t h i s  equtpment as s o c i e t a l  

phenomena, developed th rough  e x p e r i e n c e .  Burke ' s  t h e o r y  o f  

knowledge would a r g u e  t h a t  i n  a l l  c i v i l i z a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  a r e  

t y p i c a l  r e c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t o  which men have  found t y p i c a l  

s o l u t i o n s ,  ( s t r a t e g i e s ,  which become c o n c r e t i z e d  i n  p r o v e r b s ,  

e x h o r t a t i o n s ,  and so o n ) .  These c l i m a t e s  o f  o p i n i o n  a r e  

shaped by o u r  i n d i v i d u a l  p a t t e r n s  o f  l i v e l i h o o d ,  and assume 

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e s .  These a r e  l e a r n t  t h r o u g h  

s o c i a l i z a t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e ,  and r e i n f o r c e  o u r  ways o f  

t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g s .  They are  s o c i a l  t h i n g s ,  knowledge, b u t  

how t h e y  a r e  used  va ry  i n  d i f f e r e n t  s o c i e t i e s .  But ,  e s s e n t i a l l y ,  

s o c i a l  and e t h i c a l  p a t t e r n s ,  v a l u e s ,  p roverbs  and s o  on a r e  

i n t e g r a l l y  r e l a t e d .  I n  h i s  book, Phi losophy O f  L i t e r a r y  Form, 

Burke s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n  t h e  development towards  c a p i t a l i s m ,  

t h e s e  e t h i c a l  v a l u e s  have been e x p l o i t e d  by i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  

p r i v a t e  e n d s ,  p r o f i t s .  It i s  because  of  t h i s  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  

i n t e g r a t i o n  between work p a t t e r n s  and e t h i c a l  p a t t e r n s  i s  



c o n s t a n t l y  i n  j eopardy  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  imposs ib le .  28 

Extending h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  knowledge t o  l i t e r a t u r e ,  

Burke s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s o c i o l o g i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  of l i t e r a t u r e  

shou ld  s e e k  t o  c o d i f y  t h e  v a r i o u s  s t r a t e g i e s  which a r t i s t s  - 
have developed w i t h  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  naming of s i t u a t i o n s ,  

The r e a l i s m  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  of i t s  a n a l y s i s ,  

would b e  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  expressed  and r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  

l i t e r a r y  form would be  t y p i c a l  r e c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n s ,  n o t  

p e c u l i a r  t o  o u r  own s i t u a t i o n s  a t  a l l .  Burke summarized 

h i s  i d e a s  i n  h i s  c h a p t e r :  " L i t e r a t u r e  A s  Equipment For 

L iv ingn  : 

Realism does  no t  e x i s t  f o r  i t s  own sake,  
There  is r e a l i s m  f o r  promise ,  admoni t ion ,  
s o l a c e ,  vengeance,  f o r t e l l i n g ,  i n s t r u c t i o n ,  
c h a r t i n g ,  a l l  f o r  t h e  d i r e c t  bea r ing  t h  
such  a c t s  have upon m a t t e r s  of w e l f a r e ,  Sb 

Taking t h e  p r o v e r b  a s  an  example, Burke extended h i s  a n a l y s i s  

i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  t o  t h e  most complex and s o p h i s t i c a t e d  works 

of l i t e r a t u r e  ( s e e n  as p r o v e r b s  w r i t  l a r g e  1. He s t a t e s :  

Such l e a d s ,  i f  h e l d  admissab le ,  shou ld  
h e l p  u s  t o  d i s c o v e r  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t s  
a b o u t  l i t e r a r y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  ( t h u s  
s a t i s f y i n  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of t e c h n i c a l  
c r i t i c i s m  7 , And t h e  kind of o b s e r v a t i o n  
f rom t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  shou ld  a p p l y  beyond 
l i t e r a t u r e  t o  l i f e  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h u s  h e l p -  
i n g  t o  t a k e  l i t e r a t u r e  o u t  of i t s  s e p a r a t e  
b i n  and g i v e  it a  p l a c e  i n  a  g e n e r a l  
s o c i o l o g i c a l  p i c t u r e . 3 0  

F i n a l l y ,  Burke can be  viewed a s  having developed a  

t h e o r e t i c a l  scherrie which h a s  i t s  b a s i c  r o o t s  i n  t h e  work of 

Dewey t h e  p r a g m a t i s t ,  who i n  t u r n  was i n f l u e n c e d  by Hegel, t h e  



i d e a l i s t .  For Burke, language was both symbolic and r e a l ,  t h e  

Primary means by which s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  and communication of it 

h a s  meaning, And t h e  r o l e  of t he  s o c i a l  a n a l y s t  was t h a t  of 

an obse rve r ,  of t h e  d r a m a t i s t i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n  "placedw be fo re  
* 

him. Burke a l s o  viewed h i s  concept of t h e  a c t  a s  a s u b s t i t u t e  

f o r  t h e  concept o f  realism.31 He cons ide r s  h i s  c o n c e ~ t i o n  o f  

l i t e r a r y  form as r e a l i s m ,  because he t r e a t s  g e n e r i c  t e rms  a s  

names f o r  r e a l  subs t ances ;  i n d i v i d u a l s  a s  members of a group,  

i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  nominalism which t r e a t s  gene r i c  terms a s  mere 

conveniences o f  language,  and groups a s  agg rega t e s  of i n d i -  

v i d u a l  s. 32 Thus any a r t  form, i t s  meaning, e t c . ,  a r e  r e a l .  
33 

Having i n v e s t i g a t e d  Burkes "equipment fo r  l i v i n g ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  

t o  h i s  f i v e  c a t e g o r i e s ,  f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of any work o f . P i t e r -  

a t u r e  o r  any s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  one f i n d s  ambiguity i n  t h e  

system. For example t h e r e  is  an ove r l ap  i n  h i s  d e f i n i t i o n s  

o f  Rhe to r i c ,  Symbolic and Grammar, so  t h a t  Rhe tor ic  and 

Symbolic e lements ,  seem t o  hover about t h e  edges of  Grammar. 

Of h i s  d e f i n i t i o n s  of t h e  t y p e s  o f  'equipment f o r  l i v i n g '  

on ly  'Grammart i s  def ined  i n  terms of s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  

s i t u a t i o n s ,  i . e , , d o c t r i n s  of  law, p o l i t i c s  and s o  on. These 

a r e  used i n  ~ h c t o r i c ,  t o  ou twi t  o r  c a j o l e  o t h e r s .  They a r e  

as symbolic 'equipmentT,  i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  we use  them i n  

appea l s  i n  t h e  f i n e  a r t s .  Burke's llequipment f o r  l i v i n g "  

t h u s  t e n d s  t o  be ambiguous, 

Fu r the r  unders tanding o f  Kenneth Burke's  substan-  

t i v e  a n a l y s i s  of l i t e r a t u r e  a s  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  problem, l e a d s  

u s  i n t o  t h e  work of Hugh Duncan. For t h e  l a t t e r ' s  work c l o s e l y  



resembles  t h a t  of t h e  former ,  and Duncan i s  s e e n  a s  a  rnoderil 

p i o n e e r  i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  America. 34 

Duncan s t r e s s e s  t h e  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  which can 

e x i s t  between t h e  a r t i s t ,  " h i s v  aud ience ,  and t h e  c r i t i c .  He 
* 

c o n c e i v e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  modern s o c i e t y  a s  n o t  b e i n g  e x t e n -  

s i v e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  by any one o t h e r  s i n g l e  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

I n  o u r  s o c i e t y  t h e r e  is  no s i n g l e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  which p o s s e s s e s  un- 
l i m i t e d  power o v e r  l i t e r a t u r e ,  b u t  
a number o f  competing i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  
which once t h e y  go beyond t h e i r  
own p u b l i c  o r  p u b l i c s  must l e g i t i -  
mize t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  through succes -  
s f u l  a p p e a l s  t o  a  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  
op in ion .35  

Given t h i s  v e r y  d u b i o u s  assumpt ion ,  Duncan t h e n  p roceeds  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  d i f f e r i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  t e rms  of h i s  a b s t r a c t  

model i n  which one o r  two of t h e s e  s e c t o r s  w i l l  de te rmine  t h e  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  of t h e  l i t e r a r y  p roduc t*  36 

Duncan ?s  t y p o l o g y  of i n t e r a c t i o n  between n s e c t o r s f f  

v i s u a l i z e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  of a u t h o r ,  p u b l i c  and 

c r i t i c .  F i r s t  t h e r e  a r e  s m a l l  i n t i m a t e  g roups  conmunicat ing  

d i r e c t l y :  Speaker  -- t h a t  is t h e  a u t h o r  -- and a u d i e n c e ,  

know each o t h e r . 1 ~  r e a c t i o n s  a lmost  immediately th rough  

r e c i p r o c a l  r e s p o n s e s .  C r i t i c i s m  is n o t  a s p e c i a l i z e d  r o l e ,  

and forms o f  e x p r e s s i o n  and c o n t e n t  b e a r  c l o s e  a f f i n i t y  t o  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  Secondly ,  when l i t e r a r y  p r o d u c t i o n  i s  

m n o p o l i z e d  by a c l a s s ,  t h e  a u t h o r  r e a c h e s  h i s  a u d i e n c e  

P r i m a r i l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r i t i c ,  f o r  example, t h e  c l e r i c s  o f  t h e  

Middle Ages and t h e  Chinese l i t e r a t i  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  c o u r t  



writers of Europe. Here, presumably -- Duncan d o e s  n o t  

e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e  t h i s  -- b o t h  form and c o n t e n t  i n  a r t  become 

h i g h l y  s t y l i z e d .  He does  s t a t e :  

C r i t i c s  conce ive  of t h e i r  r o l e  a s  
g u a r d i a n s  o f  a c r a f t  s k i l l  o r  a  t r a d i t i o n ;  
a s  a d v o c a t e s  o f  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

The g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  is t h e r e f o r e  s e e n  a s  v u l g a r  i n  t h i s  s e t t i n g .  

Thus t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  l i t e r a r y  concep t ion  of  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  is  

c r i t i c  c o n t r o l l e d .  T h i r d l y ,  t h e  a u t h o r  e x e r c i s e s  c o n t r o l  

o v e r  h i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ;  b u t  t h e  c r i t i c  may conce ive  of h i s  

r o l e  a s  a p rophe t .  F o u r t h l y ,  t h e  c r i t i c  and a u t h o r  e x e r c i s e  

e q u a l  . . c o n t r o l  o v e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  b u t  bo th  p r e t e n d  t o  

d i s d u s < , t o  p r e s e n t  what t h e  peop le  want.  F i f t h l y  i s  t h e  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  which a u t h o r ,  p u b l i c  and c r i t i c  assume mutual  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  one a n o t h e r .  Here l i t e r a t u r e  emerges a s  

a n  i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  i t s  own r i g h t  and s e e k s  power on t h e  same 

l e v e l  a s  o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  Duncan p o s i t s  v a r i m t s  o f  a l l  

f i v e  t y p e s  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  37 

D e s p i t e  t h e  c l a r i t y  w i t h  which Duncan p r e s e n t s  h i s  

model,  t h e r e  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  a m b i g u i t i e s  which h e  f a i l e d  t o  

r e s o l v e  i n  h i s  work. His work i s  f o c u s s e d  on a  v e r y  g e n e r a l  

l e v e l  o f  s o c i a l  a c t i o n ,  one i n  which l i t e r a t u r e  is  t r e a t e d  

a s  a  homogeneous whole,  i n  an ex t remely  f u n c t i o n a l i s t  manner. 

Having d e f i n e d  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  a u d i e n c e  

and c r i t i c ,  Duncan goes  on t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  l i n e s  o f  cornrnu- 

n i c a t i o n  between them; a l l  i n  t e rms  o f  a  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  abou t  

t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  of t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  and i t s  



meaningfu lness .  But t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  t h a t  c o n t e n t ,  t h a t  i s  t o  

s a y  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  and 

s i t u a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  a r e  never  ques t ioned .  Hence t h e  

o v e r l y  p o s i t i v i s t i c  n a t u r e  of Duncan's e n t i r e  scheme. I n  

s h o r t ,  t h e n ,  we l e a r n  v e r y  l i t t l e  from it abou t  t h e  way i n  

which t h e  a r t i s t ' s  concep t ion  of s o c i a l ' r e a l i t y  i s  fo rmula ted .  

I n  t h e  p r e f a c e  of h i s  major  work, Duncan sugges ted  t h a t  

S i t u a t i o n  must be unders tood i n  
t e r m s  of  "form1?, j u s t  a s  "formw 
must b e  unders tood i n  t e r m s  of 
s i t u a t i o n . 3 8  

If we a r e  t o  a c c e p t  t h i s ,  t h e n  "form" and " c o n t e n t n  become 

d i f f e r e n t  ways of t a l k i n g  abou t  t h e  same t h i n g .  But f i rst  of 

a l l ,  t h i s  i s  t o  u n d e r p l a y  t h e  autonomy o f  form and c o n t e n t  i n  

terms of  t h e  problem of a e s t h e t i c s .  That is t o  s a y  t h e  

Problem o f  n s i t u a t i o n "  and i t s  changing e lements  a r e  t h e n  

t r e a t e d  i n  a v e r y  mechanica l  way, by r i g i d i f y i n g  t h e  language 

which e x p r e s s  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s .  For example by r i g i d i f y i n g  

t h e  forms of n o v e l s  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  s t y l i z i n g  may c l o t h e  "deadn 

c o n t e n t  o r  s i t u a t i o n s .  F u r t h e r ,  i f  Shakespeare ' s  forms o f  

drama and t r a g e d y  had remained i n t a c t ,  because  of i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

c o n t r o l s ,  would t h i s  have e x e r c i s e d  a  de te rmin ing  i n f l u e n c e  on 

t h e  s u b j e c t s  of t h e  modern n o v e l ?  Duncan h imsel f  r a i s e s  t h e  

problem of new a c t i o n s  o r  p h s s e s  o f  a c t i o n  and t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  

t h e s e  by an  a u t h o r .  He a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  man's s e l f -  

COnsciousness i s  r a i s e d  t o  new l e v e l s  o f  i n t e n s i t y ,  on a  

symbolic  l e v e l ,  when we would know n o t h i n g  i n  o u r  o r d i n a r y  



l i f e  o f  t h e s e  new s i t u a t i o n s .  But t h e  a n a l y s i s  is  l e f t  a t  

t h a t  p o i n t .  Consequently Duncan must presume a  t heo ry  o f  

t h e  imagina t ion  as p a r t  of a c t i o n ;  bu t  one which i s  e q u a l l y  

e f f e c t i v e  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  o f  a s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  and one which 

permeates a l l  groups  equa l ly .  



FOOTNOTES 

'c. F. Alphons Si lberman:  A D e f i n i t i o n  O f  t h e  S o c i o l o  y  
of A r t , I a e r n a t i o n a l  S o c i a l  Science  Jounal  (U.N.E.S.C.O. k , 
Vol. 20 ,  #4, 1968, pp. 569-570. The former problem o f  t h e  
s o c i o l o g y  o f  knowledge w i l l  be  more e x t e n s i v e l y  d i s c u s s e d  
i n  a subsequen t  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t h e s i s .  

2 ~ b i d . ,  p.  584. S i lbe rman ' s  a n a l y s i s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  i s  
n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  c l e a r .  What he seems t o  be  s u g g e s t i n g  i s  
t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  any s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  

g i v e n  p e r i o d s  which correspond t o  c e r t a i n  a r t i s t i c  
s t y l e s  o r  g e n r e s .  A Genre can b e  d e f i n e d  a s  a  t y p e  of 
form, as t h e  t e r m  which d e s c r i b e s  t h e  d i s t i n c t  v a r i e t i e s  
of any g i v e n  form o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  music ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  
s o  on. There i s  s t i l l  a p p a r e n t l y  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  confus ion  
on t h i s  a s p e c t  of a r t i s t i c  a n a l y s i s .  For  example Thomas 
Munro, Toward A Science  of A e s t h e t i c s .  Bobbs-Merri l l  Co. 
Inc . ,  ( L i b e r a l  Arts P r e s s ,  1956)  s u g p e s t s  pp. 183-191, 
u n d e r  t h e  r u b r i c  of a e s t h e t i c  morphology, t h a t  g e n e r a l -  
i z a t i o n s  such  a s  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  o r  romant ic  s c h o o l  may be 
u s e f u l  c l a s s i f i c a t o r y  t e r m s ,  bu t  t e n d  toward r i g i d i t y  and 
Vagueness as  w e l l  a s  t h e  dynamic q u a l i t y  o f  a r t i s t i c  
p r o c e s s e s  (pp.32-33).  Using t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a s  well a s  t h e  
c r i t i c a l  v a r i a t i o n s  and changing a p p e r c e p t i o n s  of a r t  a s  
b a s i c  c r i t e r i a  o f  d e f i n i t i o n ,  Munro c o n t i n u e s  t h a t  form 
can b e  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  way i n  which ( a  work of  a r t )  i t s  
d e t a i l s  a r e  o r g a n i z e d .  A e s t h e t i c  form o c c u r s  n o t  o n l y  i n  
a r t  b u t  i n  a l l  t y p e s  of  o b j e c t ,  n a t u r a l  o r  a r t i f i c i a l .  A 
f l o w e r  and a  machine have a e s t h e t i c  form; so does  a  c i t y  
o r  a  s u n s e t .  It is  n o t  t h e  same a s  p h y s i c a l  form ( m o l e c u l a r  
and a tomic  s t r u c t u r e ) ,  b u t  c o n s i s t s  r a t h e r  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  
which a  s c e n e  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t  a p p e a r s  t o  have ,  a s  a n  o b j e c t  
o f  a e s t h e t i c  p e r c e p t i o n .  The way t h e  ar rangement  of  c o l o u r ,  
s c e n e ,  c h a r a c t e r s  and so on f u n c t i o n  a s  a  s t i m u l u s  t o  
p e r c e p t i o n  and u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  p  6 .  But r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  
ambigu i ty  o f  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  Nunro g o e s  on t o  u s e  t h e  
concep t  o f  'genre  ' (my t e r m )  t o  p rov ide  more s o c i o l o g i c a l  
meaning. Here t h e  s p a t i o - t e m p o r a l  and c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  
o b j e c t s  and t h e i r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  come i n t o  g r e a t e r  f o c u s .  
For  h e  s t a t e s  t h a t  i n  g e n r e  (my t e r m )  t h e  o n t o l o g i c a l  s t a t u s  
o f  t h e  ' m a t e r i a l '  o r  c h a r a c t e r s  a s  i n  f i c t i o n  a s  r e l a t e d  t o  
m a t t e r ,  mind, u n i v e r s a l s ,  r e a l i t y  i s  a  m a t a p h y s i c a l  problem 
w i t h  which a e s t h e t i c  morphology is  not  p r i m a r i l y  copcerned.  
He c a l l s ,  what I t e r m  g e n r e ,  ' b i o l o g i c a l  morphology t h a t  f o r  
a s c i e n c e  of  ? e s t h e t i c s ,  it is  t h e  ' s c i e n c e  of s t r u c t u r a l  
o r g a n i c  t y p e s .  I n  a r t  it w i l l  b e t h e  concept  which d e n o t e s  t h e  many 
r e c u r r e n t  t y p e s  of  form which can be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  and 
c l a s s i f i e d .  (p.  185 ); 

Alan B e c k e t t ,  New Lef t  Review, No. 54 ,  March-April ,1969, 



u s e s  t h e  concep t  g e n r e ,  i n  a n  e m p i r i c a l  s t u d y  of contemporary 
Pop mus ic ,  a s  a form of a r t  and w i t h i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  s o u l  
music,  which h a s  v a r i o u s  g e n r e s  o r  sub-genres,  rock b l u e s ,  
c o u n t r y  r o c k ,  s o u l  j a z z ,  and so  on a s  g e n r e s .  Though Becke t t  
r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  socio-economic and p o l i t i c a l  b a s i s  o f  form,  
h i s  emphasis  on a e s t h e t i c  a n a l y s i s  of sound,  b e a u t y ,  s t y l i s t i c  
t e c h n i q u e s ,  e t c . ,  i s  l e f t  t o  t h e  l e v e l  of g e n r e ,  and h e r e  
f l u i d i t y  i s  a main c h a r a c t e r i s t i c .  

31 have  i n  mind h e r e ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  of K a r l  
Mannheim e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Ideo logy  And Utop ia ,  Rou t l ege  Kegan 
P a u l ,  1960. 

5 ~ .  B. Bottomore C r i t i c s  o f  S o c i e t y :  R a d i c a l  T h o u ~ h t  I n  
North America, Pantheon Books (Random House) 1968: S t a t e s  
?.he c o u r s e  t a k e n  by s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s m  i n  North America was 
q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  i n  Europe, because  t h e  s o c i e t y  
i t s e l f  was v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  (p .  1 6 ) .  But t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  i s  
a l a t e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  of h i s  e a r l y  g e n e r a l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  a l l  
s o c i e t i e s .  A c r i t i c i s m  which proceeded from s o c i a l i s t s ,  reform- 
e r s  and s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  ( i n  both  Europe and North America -- 
emphasis K.O.B. )  T h i s  c r i t i c i s m  was a m p l i f i e d  by w r i t e r s  and 
j o u r n a l i s t s .  P o e t s  became r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s  a s  d i d  Heine and 
S h e l l y :  n o v e l i s t s  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  s o c i a l  i s s u e s  -- r e l i g i o u s  u n b e l i e f ,  t h e  power o f  w e a l t h ,  t h e  s t r u g g l e  
between c l a s s e s ,  t h e  r i s e  of t h e  working c l a s s e s ,  i n d u s t r i a l  
and p o l i t i c a l  c o n f l i c t s  -- i n  what i s  c a l l e d  t h e  n a t u r a l i s t i c  
n o v e l  (p.  1 0 ) .  Bottomore a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  
t r a d i t i o n  i s  p r i m a r i l y  European, s t r e s s i n g  t h e  impor tance  
of H e g e l 1 s  ph i losophy  a s  t h e  h i g h  m t e r  mark o f  c r i t i c a l  
s o c i a l  a r t i c u l a t i o n .  T h i s  p o i n t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  my l a t e r  
a n a l y s i s .  

6 ~ r i t  i c s  o f  SocJm-,  i s  a  v e r y  g e n e r a l  s e t  of e s s a y s ,  
p r o b a b l y  n o t  i n t e n d i n g  such d i s t i n c t i o n s ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  
n e v e r t h e l e s s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  of  s o c i a l  
s c i e n t i s t ,  p o e t  o r  n o v e l i s t  and l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c .  
The book was compiled from a  s e r i e s  of r a d i o  b r o a d c a s t s ,  and 
was n o t  i n t e n d e d  a s  a t h e s i s .  

o f  European Drama & Novel, 1600-1900, Beacon r r e s s ,  1~3.1, - 
pp. I X - x .  

*1bid -* P Lorventha1 pp. X - X I ,  s e e  a l s o  Bottomore, o p e  tit., 
pp. 4-5. Bottomore s e e s  s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s m  a s  b e i n g  j u s t  a s  
o l d  a s  human s o c i e t y  i t s e l f ,  b u t  t h e  r e a l  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  
modern s o c i a l  c r i t i c i s m  a s  a  major i n f l u e n c e  i n  human 
a f f a i r s  appeared  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  



9 ~ b i d  -* 9 Lowenthal ,  p. X. 

l 0 1 b i d  -* 9 Lowenthal ,pp. X I I - X I I I .  See a l s o  Leo Lowenthal 
L i t e r a t u r e ,  P o p u l a r  C u l t u r e ,  And S o c i e t y .  P a c i f i c  Books, mp* X I I - X I I I *  

121b id  * 9 Lowenthal L i t e r a t u r e ,  Popular  C u l t u r e ,  And S o c i e t y  
Chap. 5 ,  p. 141,  Rober t  Merton i n  S o c i a l  Theory And S o c i a l  
S t r u c t u r e ,  pp. 37-42. Free P r e s s ,  1957,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
f u n c t i o n a l i s t  a n a l y s i s  is b o t h  s t a t i c  and dynamic a s  w e l l  a s  
i d e o l o g i c a l l y  n e u t r a l ,  j u s t  a s  is d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  
PP. 37-42. M e r t c n f s  work a l s o  seemed t o  have p rov ided  t h e  
t h e o r e t i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  Lowentha l f s  a n a l y s i s  of a d a p t a t i o n .  

l 3 1 b i d  * 9 Merton,  p. 140.  

141'he concep t  p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  used i n  t h e  Mertonian s e n s e  
h e r e  which i s  t a k e n  from Kar l  Nannheim. P e r s p e c t i v a l  
S t a t e m e n t s  a r e  presumably not i n c o r r e c t ,  if t h e i r  a u t h o r  
r e c o g n i z e s  and a l l o w s  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i a l  n a t u r e ,  t h e y  a r e  
t h e n  s imply  a b s t r a c t  f o r m u l a t i o n s  of  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  
Concre te  s i t u a t i o n .  They a r e  however, d e f i n i t e l y  i n v a l i d  
if t h e y  a r e  s u b m i t t e d  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  complete r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  
of t h e  phenomena i n  q u e s t i o n .  I b i d . ,  R. Merton, p. 506. 

151bid  -* 9 R. Merton,  p. 440. 

%bid * 9 Merton gp. 441-453. 

l7!4erton i s  t h e n  o n l y  p a r t l y  c o r r e c t  i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s ;  
however t h e  p o i n t  t o  be emphasized h e r e ,  i s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of d e t e c t i n g  d i s t i n c t  s t r e a m s  o f  r e s e a r c h ,  once American, 
s o c i o l o g y  began t o  b e  concerned w i t h  l i t e r a r y  m a t e r i a l .  
Hence t h e  l i t e r a r y  symbolism of t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  American 
Soc io logy  and t h e  Marx i s t  v a r i a n t s  o f  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  
of Lukgcs, Lucien Goldmann, T. Adorno and t h e  e a r l i e r  C h r i s t o p h e r  
Cauldwel l ,  even of Raymond Wil l iams,  can be  s e e n  a s  a d d r e s s i n g  
t h e m s e l v e s  t o  d i f f e r e n t  problems. See one e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  
t h i s  i n  T.B. B o t t o m o r e f s  -- C r i t i c s  of S o c i e t y ,  Ch. 2 .  The 
c o u r s e  t a k e n  by s o c i a l  c r i t i c s  i n  North America was q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  i n  Europe, because  t h e  s o c i e t y  i t s e l f  
was ve ry  d i f f e r e n t .  ( p .  16) 

18see  f o r  example Max Weber7s s t a t e m e n t s  on l i t e r a t u r e ,  
newspapers ,  mass c u l t u r e  and d e m o c r a t i z a t i o n  i n  Hans Ger th  
and C.W. M i l l s  From Max Weber: Essays I n  Soc io logy ,  
Rout ledge  Kegan P a u l ,  1948. pp. 178-179. 



1 9 ~ u p l h  D. Duncan Language And L i t e r a t u r e  I n  S o c i e t y .  
Badminster  P r e s s ,  1953. 

2 0 ~ o r  a n  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  h y p o t h e s i s ,  s e e  M i l t o n  
C. A l b r e c h t ,  The R e l a t i o n s h i p  O f  L i t e r a t u r e  And S o c i e t y ,  
h e r i c a n  J c u r n a l  Of Soc io logy ,  1953-1954 , Vole LIX, PP 425- 
436. 

21~it  i r i m ~ o r o k i n  S o c i a l  And C u l t u r a l  Dynamics p u b l i s h e d  
American Book Co., Bedmins ter ,  1937. 

2 2 ~ b i d .  , Duncan, p .  5. 

2 3 ~ e e  Jean-Paul  S a t r e  What Is L i t e r a t u r e ,  t r a n s l a t e d  from 
t h e  French by Bernard  F r e c h t m n ,  IJashington Square P r e s s ,  
1966, Ch. 11, 

2 4 ~ b i d  * 3 pp. 25-26. 

2 5 ~ y  e x t e n s i o n s  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  I mean t h e  p ragmat ic  
approach t o  a r t ,  a  v a r i a n t  of t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  t h e o r y ,  
developed as e a r l y  a s  1934 by John Dewey, Art As Exper ience  
top. c i t .  ) .  I n  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  o f  f i n e  a r t ,  
h e  sugges ted :  

A pr imary  t a s k  is  t h u s  imposed upon one who 
u n d e r t a k e s  t o  w r i t e  upon t h e  ph i losophy  of 
f i n e  a r t s .  Th i s  t a s k  i s  t o  r e s t o r e  t h e  
c o n t i n u i t y  between t h e  r e f i n e d  and t h e  
i n t e n s i f i e d  forms o f  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  a r e  
works o f  a r t  and everyday e v e n t s ,  doingsand 
s u f f e r i n g s  t h a t  a r e  u n i v e r s a l l y  r ecogn ized  
t o  c o n s t i t u t e  e x p e r i e n c e .  ( p .  3 )  

Dewey, f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of s o c i e t a l  
development ,  t h e  f o r c e s  a t  work t h a t  removed t h e  a r t s  from 
everyday e x p e r i e n c e  a r e  t h e  same ones  t h a t  removed r e l i g i o n  
and s o  on. (p .6 )  C a p i t a l i s m  and t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s p e c i a l i z a t i o n  
of t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  a r e  viewed a s  o t h e r  powerful  
i n f l u e n c e s .  (p .  8 ) .  E r n s t  F i s c h e r ,  The N e c e s s i t y  Of Art, 
Penguin Books, 1959,  makes a v e r y  s i m i l a r  argument i n  r e s p e c t  
t o  t h e  development of t h e  a r t s ,  t h e i r  evol -u t ion  from a n  
i d e n t i t y  between a r t  and e x p e r i e n c e ,  i n  t e r m s  n o t  s o  much of 
s e n s e  p e r c e p t i o n  a s  does  Dewey ( ~ ~ 1 1 5 ) ~  b u t  r a t h e r  of m a t e r i a l  
n e c e s s i t y  and man's e a r l y  needs.  

2 6 ~ e e  Kenneth Burke A Grammar O f  Motives p. 3 .  Burke ' s  
c a t e g o r i e s  of A c t ,  Scene,  Agent, Agency and Purpose ,  can be 
d e f i n e d  and r e l a t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  manner: Scene i s  
d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  background o f  t h e  a c t ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  which 



t h e  a c t  occured ,  Act i s  t h e  word which names what t o o k  p l a c e  
i n  t h o u g h t  o r  deed.  Agent: what person o r  k ind  of PerSon 
Performed t h e  a c t .  Agency: what ins tument  or means t h e  a g e n t  
used t o  pe r fo rm t h e  a c t .  Purpose:  Any complete s t a t e m e n t  
abou t  t h e  a c t .  Burke views t h e  fo rego ing  c a t e g o r i e s  a s  a  
b a s i c  paradigm f o r  a l l  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n s  and l i t e r a r y  works-- 
what h e  fn l a t e r  works termed equipment f o r  l i v i n g .  But i n  
thelGraffi h e  d e s c u s s e s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between each c a t e g o r y  
( s e e  pp. 15-20) .  

* ? ~ o b e r t  Mer ton,  op. c i t . ,  p. 198, make's a  c a s e  f o r  t h e  
s i m i l a r i t y  of i d e a s  i n  t e rms  o f  Dewey's concep t ion  of 
o c c u p a t i o n a l  p s y c h o s i s .  See a l s o  Kenneth Burke Ph i losophy  
of L i t e r a r y  Form: S t u d i e s  I n  Svmbolic Act ion ,  Lou i s i ana  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1967, Ch. The Nature Of A r t  Under 
Cap i t a l i sm,  PP. 314-322, a l s o  K. Burke Permanence And Change. 
It i s  a l s o  wor th  n o t i n g  t h a t  Pewey's ph i losophy ,  d e r i v e d  
much o f  i t s  s u b s t a n c e  &om ~ e g e l ' k  system. It h a s  a 
d i a l e c t i c a l  q u a l i t y  which s e e s  t h e  f i n i t e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  
a d j u s t i n g  t o  t h e  envi ronment ,  through a P rocess  of exper-  
i m e n t i n g ,  one of t h e  d i r e c t  consequence of t h i s  p r o c e s s  i s  
e x p e r i e n c e .  But t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  which is a k i n  t o  s p i r i t  
in H e g e l ' s  s y s t e m ,  r e a l i z e s  i t s  f u l l e s t  form i n  a e s t h e t i c  
e x p e r i e n c e .  It is t o  a r t i s t i c  and a e s t h e t i c  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  
t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r  must go t o  e x p e r i e n c e  i n t e g r i t y .  For h e r e ,  
he is  f r e e d  from t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  impede and confuse  i t s  
d e v e l o p e n t  a s  e x p e r i e n c e .  See Alber t  Hofs tadt  e r  and Richard  
Kuhn's P h i l o s o p h i e s  of Art And Beauty: S e l e c t e d  Readinps I n  
A e s t h e t i c s  From P l a t o  To Heidegger ,  New York, Random House 
b t d . ,  1964, pp. 577-79. 

*%. Burke The Ph i losophy  o f  L i t e r a r v  Form, op. c i t ,  pp.315- 
316. 

*91bid . 9 Burke,  p. 296. 

30~bid . , ,  Burke,  p. 296. 

31~.  Burke, op. c i t .  Grammar O f  Motives,  p. 126. 

3 2 ~ b i d . ,  Grammar, p. 246. 

3 3 ~ u r k e f s  b a s i c  sys tem of t h e  forement ioned f i n e  c a t e g o r i e s  
are a n a l y s e d  w i t h i n  o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  h i s  equipment f o r  l i v i n g  
developed.  These c a t e g o r i e s  a r e :  
R h e t o ~ i c : A  t e r m  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  b a s i c  s t r a l a g e m s ,  which people  
e m ~ l o y  i n  e n d l e s s  v a r i a t i o n s ,  f o r  t h e  o u t w i t t i n g  and c a j o l i n g  
of one a n o t h e r .  

Other  n o t e s ,  concerned wi th  nodes of e x p r e s s i o n  and 
i n  t h e  f i n e  a r t s  and w i t h  p u r e l y  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o r  

PsYchoana ly t i c  m a t t e r s .  



Graminar: i s  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  and metephys ica l  and j u r i d i c  a1 
d o c t r i n e s ;  t h e  forms and methods o f  a r t ,  b e s t  i l l u s t r a t e  
t h e  c o n c e r n s  of Sylebolic I d e a l  m a t e r i a l  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  
of compromises,  e x p r e s s e d  i n  Rhe to r i c .  For example t h e  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  on p a r l i a m e n t a r y  and d i p l o m a t i c  d e v i c e s ,  
e d i t o r i a l  b i a s ,  s a l e s  methods and i n c i d e n t s  of s o c i a l  s p a r r i n g .  

3 4 h n c a n  1s b i b l i o g r a p h y  i n  Language And L i t e r a t u r e  I n  S o c i e t y ,  
is indeed  e x t e n s i v e  and h a s  been c i t e d  i n  many works,  i n c l u d i n g  
Lowentha l f s  L i t e r a t u r e  And The Image Of May, Mi l ton  Albrech t  
and Robert  E s c a r p i t  The Sociology o f  L i t e r a t u r e .  (Lake E r i e  
Co l lege  P r e s s  1965 ) . 

35Duncan, e p .  c i t ,  pp. 63. 

3 6 ~ b i d  -. 9 pp .66-74. 

3 7 ~ b i d . ,  pp. 70-71. 

b i d ,  p. 7. 



CHAPTER I V  

The r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  t h e  method ( d i a l e c t i c )  
t o  t h e  s o c i o - h i s t o r i c  r e a l i t y  is v e r y  
i m p o r t a n t .  The misunders tand ings  which 
a r i se  from Enge l s t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
d i a l e c t i c  r e s t  e s s e n t i a l l y  upon t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  Engels  -- f o l l o w i n g  erroneously h e r e  
Hegel -- e x t e n d s  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  o n t o  t h e  
c o g n i t i o n  o f  n a t u r e  a s  w e l l .  The d e c i s i v e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  -- 
m u t u a l i t y  between s u b j e c t  and o b j e c t ,  
u n i t y - b e t w e e n  t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e  ... i s  
n o t  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  knowledge o f  n a t u r e .  

(Georg Luka/cs Gesch ich te  und Klassenbewuss t se in  
p. 17 pub. Neuwled Luchterhand 1968. ) 

The above,  p e r h a p s  one  o f  t h e  b e s t  known of Lukgcs' many 

s t a t e m e n t s  on t h e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  ph i losophy  of Marx 

and of Hegel ,  t h r u s t  him i n t o  t h e  mainstream of t h e  polemic 

between Marx and t h e  e a r l y  Hege l i ans  about  t h e  n a t u r e  of 

a Communist p a r t y  member, Lukgccs i n s i s t e n c e  on t h e  d i a l e c t i c ,  

as t h e  key t o  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  of a s c i e n t i f i c  method, o v e r  

and above t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m  p o s i t e d  by Marx and 

t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  day. Lukscs c a r e e r  is  t h u s  e x p r e s s -  

i b l e  a s  an  i r o n y  of t h e  r e c u r r e n t  c l a s h  between h i s  Marxism 

n a t i o n ' s  most c r u c i a l  p e r i o d  o f  development,  1920 ' s  t o  t h e  

Pos t  World War I1 t i m e s .  

What i s  d e v i a t i o n i s t  i n  Luk5cu i s  h i s  f o l l o w i n g  of 



t h e  Hege l i an  d i a l e c t i c ,  bu t  more impor tan t  h i s  i m p r e s s i v e  

c r i t i c i s m  o f  F r e d e r i c k  Enge l s ,  t h a t  Marx i s t  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p a r  

e x c e l l e n c e  . I n  h i s  f i i r s t  major  work, H i s t o r y  And C l a s s  

h k & s  t o o k  up t h e  problem of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between h i s t o r i c a l  

changes  i n  c o n c r e t e  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of 

t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  as forms o f  t h o u g h t ,  o r  expressed  l e v e l s  of 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  by v a r i o u s  groups .  Concluding a n  invo lved  b u t  

s y s t e m a t i c  a n a l y s i s ,  ~ u k s c s  dec ided  : 

La r 6 s p o n s e  5 c e t t e  i n t e r r o g a t i o n ,  
nous  pouvons l a  t r o u v e r  egalement  
chez Marx. Le m a t g r i a l i s m e  
h i s t o r i q u e  s o u s  s a  forme c l a s s i g u e  
( q u i  malheureusement n l e s t  p a s s e e  
d a c s  l a  consc ience  c o l l e c t i v e  que 
s o u s  une forme v u l g a r i s G e ) ,  c ' e s t  
l a  conna i s sance  de  s o i  d e  l a  
s o c i 4 t 6  c a p i t a l i s t e .  1 

\ 

For  ~ u k s c s  t h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  how p a t t e r n s  

concep t  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  consc ience  -- a s  Durkheim had t h o u g h t ,  

nor  a s  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r  Anguste Comte (1798-18571, had dec ided  

by h i s  p o s i t i v i s t i c  s t a g e s  o f  t h e  development of knowledgs. 

But where is t h e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ?  h k s c s  a l l u d e s  

t o  a n  answer J.n h i s  t y p i c a l l y  polemical form by c a l l i n g  t h e  

concep t  of c o n s c i e n c e  c o l l e c t i v e  i n  i t s  v u l g a r i z e d  form i n  

c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t i e s ,  a  v u l g a r i z e d  form o f  knowledge. I n  

f a c t  h e  t e r m s  t h i s  t y p e  o f  method n g r o s s  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  

a b s t r a c t i o n " . *  ~ u k s c s  s e e s  t h e  answer i n  Marx, though n o t  

in "Mat6r ia l i sm H i s t o r i q u e t r ,  f o r  t h a t  t o o  i s  t h e  knowledge 



of c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t i e s  s o  c a l l e d .  The po lemica l  f o r c e  o f  t h e  

h k g c s c i a n  wsystemn is  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  both  Eas t  and West, 

t h e  S o v i e t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  world. Th i s  i s  t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n s e  of m e t i r i a l i s m e  h i s t o r i a u e  a s  t h e  d e c i s i v e  f a c t ~ r .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h i s  polemic i s  n o t  y e t  made e x p l i c i t  by him. He 

does  however a c c e p t  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  

m a t e r i a l i s m  a s  t h e  f a c t o r ,  t h e  method i n  t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e  

--as we s h a l l  s e e .  3 

I n  t h e  I,uk;cscian sys tem,  where Marxism i s  concerned,  

o r thodoxy  r e f e r s  f a r  more t o  method e x c l u s i v e l y ,  t h a n  it does  

t o  n f a c t o r s  o r  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a t e m e n t s  o r  s i n g l e  t h e s e s e n  It 

is t h e  M a r x i s t  d i a l e c t i c  -- which Luka/cs views a s  n o t  

expandable  -- t h a t  p r o v i d e s  a meaningful  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

Consc iousness  and r e a l i t y ,  and makes t h e  u n i t y  between t h e o r y  

and p r a x i s  p o s s i b l e  a s  w e l l .  

It i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

~ O n s c i o u s n e s s  and h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s ,  between t h e o r y  and 

P r a x i s , i n  a t  l e a s t  two ways. But  t h e s e  need n o t  b e  viewed a s  
0 

m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e  i n  o r d e r  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  Lukacsf  g e n e r a l  

ph i losophy  o r  i t s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  h i s  u n i q u e l y  

l i t e r a r y  c r i t i s m .  V i c t o r  Z i t t a r s  o t h e r w i s e  e x c e l l e n t  

b iography  of ~ u k z c s ,  p resupposes  a  r e a l  s e p a r a t i o n  between 

t h e  p e r s o n a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l ,  c a u s a l  sequences  of  a  p e r s o n ' s  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  development and t h e  wider  s c i e n t i f i c  problems 

w i t h  which t h a t  person a t t e m p t s  t o  d e a l . 4  The dilemma of t h e  
0 

d i v i s i o n  between an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  Lukacs c o n t r i b u t i o n  i n  

t e r m s  o f  t h o  b i o g r a p h i c a l ,  t h e  development of Luk icd  



phi losophy  s e e n  a t  any p o i n t  a s  immediate p e r s o n a l  r e s p o n s e  

t o  e x i s t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  on t h e  p a r t  of one man; 

and ~ u k g c s f  work s e e n  a s  an  o b j e c t i v e  s y n t h e s i s  of t h e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of h i s  t i m e ,  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  

t h e  key t o  " S o c i a l  r e a l i t y n ;  a r e p o s e d  by Z i t t a .  

Z i t t a  1s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of Lukzcsl  e a r l y  work; which 

1 s h a l l  term " s o c i a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l w ,  i s  comprehensive and 

a p p e a r s  t o  be f a c t u a l l y  a c c u r a t e .  But Z i t t a  views Luk6.c~ a s  

u n a b l e  t o  " l i b e r a t e  h i m s e l f  from himself" .  

Lukgcs probably  r a n k s  among t h o s e  men 
i n  our  c i v i l i z a t i o n  who have been 
i m p e l l e d  -- i n  t h e  mids t  o f  a deep 
and d i s t u r b i n g  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and moral  
c r i s i s  i n  t h e  t!est -- t o  seek  w i t h  
u rgency  a s t a b l e  and redeeming 
Weltanschuung a s  a way out.$ 

T h i s  a d m i t t e d  b e h a v i o u r i s t  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of L U ~ ~ C S  ' i d e a s  i s  

a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  because  t h e  a u t h o r ,  i n  engaging t h e  a r t i -  

f i c i a l  Chinese  Wall between v a l u e s  which -- o b j e c t i f i e d  -- 
a r e  f a c t s ,  and f a c t s  which -- s u b j e c t i f i e d  -- a ~ v a l u e s ;  

"between t h e  n o r m a t i v e  and t h e  o n t o l o g i c a l  o r d e r  o f  th ings t :  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Z i t ta  i s  engaging Narxism (which i s  f o r  Z i t t a  

t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  s i m i l a r  t h e o r e t i c a l  -- and e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  

t h r e a d s  between Marx and Engels, Lenin,  Tro t sky ,  Luxembourg 

and ~ u k z c s ) ,  which h e  i d e n t i f i e s  wi th  t h e  p o l i t i c s  and h i s t o r y  

of t h e  S o v i e t  Union. By t h i s  p o s i t i o n  Z i t t a  condemns b o t h  t h e  

Marxist  d i a l e c t i c ,  a s  w e l l  a s  Marx's h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m ,  

t o  h o p e l e s s  t e ? . e o l o g i c a l  s t e r i l i t y ,  no t  w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h e  

d i s t i n c t f o n  whicll we must mke between Marx's fo rmal  d i a l e c t i c  - 



and t h e  u s e  of t h e  d i a l e c t i c  by l a t e r  % a r x i s t ~ . ~  Z i t t a  

j u x t a p o s e s  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  of L U ~ ~ C S '  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  and p o l i t i c a l  l i f e ,  i t s  F a u s t i a n  and Mephis tophe l i an  
,. 

t r a i t s ,  wiSh t h e  undeveloped a s p e c t s  o f  MarxTs system. The 

ana logy  o f  Luk ics  and Marx's t h e o r y ,  become i n e v i t a b l e  c o n t r a -  

d i c t i o n s  d i r e c t l y  mani fes ted  i n  t h e  t o t a l i t a r i a n i s m  o f  S o v i e t  

and E a s t  European p o l i t i c s .  6 

I n  n o t i n g  t h e  weaknesses o f  a p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  any work o f  a r t ,  a s  of a n y  ph i losophy ,  Jose '  

Or tega  Gasse t  a r g u e s :  W e  must g e t  o v e r  t h e  e r r o r  . . . which 

makes u s  t h i n k  t h a t  a  man's l i f e  t a k e s  p l a c e  i n s i d e  h imse l f  

and t h a t ,  c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  it can b e  reduced t o  pure  psychology.rt  

I n  o t h e r  words,  what Z i t t a  n e g l e c t s  i s  "our movementn forward 

i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  world.  

I n  Gesch ich to  und ~ l a s s e n b e v m s s t s e i n ,  Georg ~ u k i c s  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  it i s  o n l y  ~ h o n  consc iousness  (which i s  t h e  

o n l y  mean ingfu l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  consc ience  c o l l e c t i v e )  

c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i v e  c o u r s e  which t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s  

must t a k e  toward  i t s  "proper  end", t h a t  t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e  can 

s e r v e  i t s  h i s t o r i c  purpose  and make t h i s  c o u r s e  a c t u a l l y  

P o s s i b l e .  The p r o p e r  end i s  t h a t  which i s  const&.tuted by 

human freedom; b u t  n o t  a n  end which i s  a n  i n v e n t i o n  o f  t h e  

hunran s p i r i t .  E l a b o r a t i n g  on t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  Lukbcs t a k e s  

Marx 's  s t a t e m e n t s  abou t  t h e  appearance  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  i n  

h i s t o r y .  l1Pdhen t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  announces t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  

t h e  e x i s t i n g  o r d e r ,  it o n l y  d e c l a r e s  t h e  s e c r e t  o f  i t s  own 

e x i s t e n c e ,  f o r  it c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  



t h i s  order ."? Of t h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  ~ u k z c s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  

t h e o r y  w i t h i n  which t h e  i d e a  expressed  i s  made, is n o t  r e l a t e d  

to r e v o l u t i o n  i n  a more o r  less c o n t i n g e n t  way, --it i s  n o t  

bound t o  it l o o s e l y ,  o r  through a  % i s u n d e r ~ t a n d i n g . ~  Ra the r  

it is i n  i t s  v e r y  e s s e n c e ,  n o t h i n g  more than  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r o c e s s .  i t s e l f .  "Each s t a g e  

Of t h i s  p r o c e s s  is f i x e d  d e e p l y  i n  t h e o r y  So a s  t o  become by 

development ,  s o  it becomes a t  t h e  same t ime  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  

P r e c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  development which must fol low." Thus we 

See  t h a t  f o r  ~ u k g ~ ~ ,  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  any s y s t e m a t i c  concep t ion  

Of s o c i a l  and economic r e a l i t y  was t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  method as 

by Marx. And h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  were no t  o r d e r e d  i n  

C o n t i n g e n t  manner. S o c i a l  S c i e n t i s t s '  C O ~ S C ~ O U S ~ ~ S S  of 



O f  Mature. 
C--_ 

L T 6 c l a i r c i s s e m e n t  de  c e t t e  f o n c t i o n  de l a  
t h 6 o r i e  ouvre  en  msme temps l a  v o i e  a  l a  
c o n n a i s s a n c e  d e  son e s s e n c e  t h e o r i q u e :  
c ' e s t i - d i r e  & l a  m&thode de  l a  d i a l e c t i q u e .  
Le f a i t  d f a v o i r  n e g l i g e  c e  p o i n t  t o u t  
simplement d e c i s i f  i n t r o d u i t  beaucoup d e  
c o n f u s i o n  dans  l e s  d i s c u s s i o n s  s u r  l a  
methode d i a l e c t i q u e ;  c a r  que l t o n  c r i t i q u e  
l e s  d g v e l  ppments de  Engels  dans  1 'Anti Cdhring,  
qu 'on l e 4 i e n n e  pour incomple tes ,vo i r  

i n s u f f i s a n t s ,  ou qu tons l e s  c o n s i d e r e  
comme c l a s s i q u e s ,  il f a u t  ne h n o i n s ,  
r e c o n n s i t r e  q u t i l  l e u r  manque pr6cisement  
c e t e  dimension.  En e f f e c t ,  Engels  d e c r i t  
l a  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n  d e  l a  rnethode 
d i a l e c t i  ue  en l 'opFosant ii l a  concep tua l -  
i s a t i o n  ? methaphysique) .  

Again r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  way i n  which once Engels  had a p p l i e d  

t h e  d i a l e c t i c ,  a s  though it were a  me taphys ic ,  t h i s  had 

i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a s o c i o l o g i c a l  use  of  t h e  d i a l e c t i c ,  which 

made it a p p e a r  a s  though t h e  i n t e r n a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  any 

h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s  of any s o c i e t y  t h e n  reduced i t s e l f  t o  

f u n c t i o n a l  r e c i p r o c a l  ones  ; ~ u k i c s  remarked : 

I . . . que ,  p a r  consequent ,  l a  c a u s a l i t e  
u n i l a t e r a l e  e t  r i g i d e  d o i t  & r e  
remplacge  p a r  1 t a c t i o n  r e c i p r o q u e ,  
ma i s  l T a s p e c t  l e  p l u s  e s s e n t i a l  de 
c e t t e  a c t i o n  r e c i p r o q u e ,  l a  r e l a t i o n  
d i a l e c t i q u e  du s u  j e t  e t  de  1 . l o b j e t  
d a n s  l e  p r o c e s s u s  de I ' h i s t o i r e ,  
n t e s t  m g m e  p a s  mentionn;, e t  encore  
moims p l a c e  au  c e n t r e . .  . d e s  
c o n s i d 6 r a t i o n s  methodologiques.  

C l e a r l y  t h e n ,  ~ u k & ~ s f  argument i s  t h a t  i n  Engels ,  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  

becomes a  smoothly f lowing p r o c e s s  o f  con t inuous  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

of one d e t e r m i n a t i o n  i n t o  a n o t h e r ,  r e s o l v i n g  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  

Which p a s s  i n t o  each o t h e r .  Thus it is  E n g e l s f  me thodo log ica l  



C o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n  of s u b s t r u c t u r e  and s u p e r - s t r u c t u r e ,  a s  s imply  

r e c i p r o c a l ,  which Lukgcs a t t a c k s  a s  Hegelian.  T h e r e f o r e  a s  

f a r  a s  LukLcs i s  concerned h i s t o r y  becomes s u p e r f l u o u s  i n  

e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  t e r m s  i n  Engels  ' Ant i  Duhring. \ h e r e a s ,  it 

shou ld  be  p l a c e d  a t  t h e  c e n t r e  of n ie thodologica l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

For it i s  o n l y  i n  t h i s  manner t h a t  t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  method 

becomes a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  one ;  one i n  which t h e  c e n t r a l  problem 

i s  t h a t  of changing r e a l i t y .  

~ u k s c s  t o o k  t h e  problem one s t e p  f u r t h e r ,  by l o o k i n g  

at " f a c t s t t i n  t h e  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s .  Here he i s  commenting on 

Marx's s t a t e m e n t ,  i n  t h e  - C o n t r i b u t i o n  To The C r i t i q u e  Of 

P o l i t i c a l  Economy, t h a t  i n  a l l  s o c i a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  s c i e n c e s ,  

one must a lways  c o n s i d e r  t h e  movement o f  economic c a t e g o r i e s  

as  " c a t e g o r i e s  e x p r e s s i n g  forms and c o n d i t i o n s  of e x i s t e n c e . "  

L U ~ ~ C S  a r g u e s  t h a t  any " s c i e n c e n  which t a k e s  t h e  immediacy 

of t h e  " f a c t s n  a s  i t s  b a s i s ,  and views t h i s  form o f  t h e i r  

o b j e c t i v i t y  as  t h e  p o i n t  of d e p a r t u r e  f o r  s c i e n t i f i c  

( o b j e c t i v i t y )  c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n ,  a c c e p t s  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  t e r m s  

of c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  As s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s ,  we must ,  ~ u k z c s  

s u g g e s t s ,  p e n e t r a t e  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  of t h e  f a c t s ,  

if we are  no t  t o  a c c e p t  them a s  immediate and g i v e n .  To d o  

t h e  l a t t e r  i s  i d e a l i s t  -- a g a i n  an  a l l u s i o n  t o  Hegel -- t h a t  

i s  t o  confuse  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of r e a l i t y  w i t h  

t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s  of r e a l i t y  i t s e l f .  Ra the r  a s  s o c i a l  

s c i e n t i s t s ,  Lukgcs s u g g e s t s ,  we s e e  n o t  a  r e f l e c t i v e  connec t ion  

between t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  and s t r u c t u r a l  processes  o f  r e a l i t y ,  

b u t  an  o r g a n i c  one. 



F u r t h e r  i n  ~ u k z c s '  e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  above rnethod- 

d o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n ,  he  u s e s  t h e  p rob lemat ic  of t h e  d i a l e c t i c  

to reopen  t h e  problem of t h e  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c a p i t a l i s t  

s o c i e t y .  ~ u k g c s  b e g i n s  from t h e  p r e - s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

d i a l e c t i c a l  c o n c e p t i o n  of a  t o t a l i t y  and i t s  c o n s t i t u e n t  

e l e m e n t s ,  i s  t h e  o n l y  method of r ep roduc ing  r e a l i t y  i n t e l l e c -  

t u a l l y .  A c o n c r e t e  t o t a l i t y  i s  t h u s  t h e  b a s i c  c a t e g o r y  of 

r e a l i t y  -- a n o t h e r  Hegel ian  a s p e c t  of ~ u k s c s '  p o s i t i o n .  

J u s t  a s  H e g e l ' s  l o g i c  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

t h e  whole and i t s  p a r t s  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  passage  

from e x i s t e n c e  t o  r e a l i t y .  But ,  ~ u k s c s  s u g p e s t s ,  t h e  c o n t r a -  

d i c t i o n s  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and 

s o c i e t y ,  l i k e  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n  

and c o n c r e t e  r e a l i t y ,  and s i m i l a r l y  t h a t  of t h e  n o v e l  and t h e  

w r i t e r ;  be long  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  If we 

s imply  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  a n  o p p o s i t i o n  e x i s t s  between t h e  s e l f -  

i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and t h e  s o c i a l  forms i n  which it is 

conf ined ,  a s  a m a t t e r  of " p o s i t i v e n  s c i e n c e ,  t h e  economic 

antagonism which i s  expressed  i n  t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  e v a p o r a t e s  

i n t o  a  c o n f l i c t  between t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t y .  And t h e n  

it becomes d i f f i c u l t  t o  g r a s p  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  t h e  emergence 

of c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y ,  and consequen t ly  i t s  n a t u r e  and d e c l i n e .  

For  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t y  c o n f l i c t  w i l l  b e  posed a s  t ime-  

l e s s ,  o b j e c t i v e  and s o  on; a  k ind  of Kantian ph i losophy ,  i n  

o t h e r  words. H e g e l ' s  d i a l e c t i c  i n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  f a i l e d  t o  

surmount t h e  d u a l i t y  of t h i n k i n g  and b e i n g ,  s u b j e c t  and 



o b j e c t ,  and t h e  i d e a l i s m  o f  t h e  S p i r i t ,  and t h e r e f o r e  r e n d e r s  

t h e  d i a l e c t i c  a  sham, f o r  it d i d  n o t  r e v e a l  t h e  " i n t e r i o r n  

d i a l e c t i c  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p rocess .  For i n  Hege l ' s  scheme, 

h i s  knowledge of m a t t e r  was i n  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  
* 

self-acknowledgement  of t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  of m a t t e r ,  human 

s o c i e t y .  10 

~ u k g c s '  r e j e c t i o n  of  Hege l ' s  W e l t g e i s t  , and r e -  

a s s e r t i o n  of  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  i s  a  d i r e c t  r e j e c t i o n  of much of 

h i s  own e a r l i e r  t h i n k i n g .  What i s  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h i s  

r e j e c t i o n ?  I n  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p e r i o d  p r i o r  t o  w r i t i n g ,  

H i s t o r y  and C l a s s  Consciousness ,  Lukacs though concerned w i t h  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  r e a l i t y  and our  consc iousness  o f  i t ,  fo rmula ted  

a n  ep i s t emology  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  e a r l i e r  ou t  l i n e d .  S t r o n g l y  

i n f l u e n c e d  by neo-Kantianism, b u t  s c e p t i c a l  o f  many a s p e c t s  

of i t ,  ~uk:cs was caught  i n  t h e  dilemma where he r e j e c t e d  t h e  

i d e a  t h a t  t h e  f f e m p i r i c a l n  world was knowable i n  t h e  f i n a l  

a n a l y s i s ,  mere ly  a s  a  p roduc t  of unders tand ing .  And h e r e ,  

h e  was r e j e c t i n g  a n  impor tan t  a s p e c t  of Hegel ' s  though t .  Yet 

on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  could  Lukics  a c c e p t  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  u l t i m a t e  

r e a l i t y  o r  i t s  a t t r i b u t e s ,  a r e  beyond t h e  r e a c h  of t h e  human 

mind? 

Though Watnick s u g g e s t s  t h a t  ~ u k i c s  saw mora l s  and 

a e s t h e t i c s  a s  w c o g n i s a b l e n  th rough  in tu i t ion! '  Here we s e e  

t h e  s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  of c l a s s i c a l  Greek ph i losophy  on Luk5cs 

though t .  Noreover,  Watnick, ~ u k s c s  b i o g r a p h e r ,  h o l d s  t h a t  

t h e  l a t t e r  a rgued  t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  a r t i s t  could mainly  g r a s p  

t h e  immediacies  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  world.  A l l  t h a t  ph i losophy  



cou ld  l e g i t i m a t e l y  do would be t o  f o r m u l a t e  canons o f  v a l i d i t y ,  

which c o u l d  be  used t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  work of w r i t e r s  who were 

s p e c i a l i s t s .  I n  t h i s  r o l e ,  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r  becomes a  c r i t i c .  

Given t h e - a b o v e  t h e n ,  Lukics  concluded t h a t  s c i e n t i f i c  method, 

though a d e q u a t e  in t e rms  of i t s  own l i m i t e d  a ims,  had l i t t l e  

to o f f e r  t o  a e s t h e t i c s ,  and i t s  problems of meaning and 

Purpose  f o r  e x i s t e n c e ,  A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e n  ~ u k g c s  formula ted  

an  ep i s t emology  based  on t h e  assumpt ions  of n f l a s h e s  of 

i n t u i t i o n i s m , "  An i d e a  which d e r i v e d  from t h e  work of t h e  

German s o c i a l  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  Simmel and Di l they.  

Another  a s p e c t  o f  Luk;cst e a r l y  a e s t h e t i c s ,  and one 

d e r i v e d  from h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  of i n t u i t i o n i s m ,  was t o  c o n c e p t u a l i s e  

a e s t h e t i c s  i n t o  two c a t e g o r i e s .  On t h e  l e v e l  of a e s t h e t i c  v a l u e s ,  

t h e r e  were a b s t r a c t  forms,  which c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  c a t e g o r i c  a p r i o r i  

of a l l  a r t ,  b u t  which t h e  a r t i s t  a s  such ,  c o u l d  no t  a t t a i n ,  A t  

t h i s  p e r i o d  f o r  example Lukgcs viewed n P o e t r ~ "  a s  p r i o r  t o ,  

g r e a t e r  and more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n <  a l l  works of p o e t r y  . The i d e a  

was t h e n  p r e s e n t  b e f o r e  a l l  i t s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  it is a 

s p i r i t u a l  v a l u e ,  a mover of t h e  world and a  b u i l d e r  o f  l i f e ,  

i n  i t s  own r i g h t .  A s  a n  a r t i s t ,  t h e  a r t i s t  is concerned w i t h  

c o n c r e t e  images ( B i l d e r ) ,  not  w i t h  t h e i r  meaning ( ~ e d e u t u n g ) .  

The a r e a  of meaning i s  t h e  p rov ince  of  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c r i t i c .  

The a r t i s t  and t h e  p l a t o n i s t  a r e  t h u s  "po la r   opposite^.^ 

The e a r l y  ~ u k g c s ,  t h e r e f o r e  saw a s  s i g n i f i c a n t ,  f o r  

h i s  own i n t e l l e c t u a l  development,  a  b r e a k i n g  down of t h e  

d i v i s i o n s  between l i t e r a t u r e  and s o c i e t y ,  " c u l t u r e  and p u b l i c  

l i f e , "  Added t o  t h i s ,  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  ~ u k i c s  o r  h i s  contem- 



P o r a r i e s ,  t o  e x p r e s s ,  d i s c o n t e n t  w i t h  t h e  fundamenta l  q u e s t i o n s  

of s o c i a l  l i f e  o p e n l y ;  Lukzcs h e l d  form and p o e t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  

as t h e  " p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n .  n 1 3  

Summarizing t h i s  a s p e c t  of ~ u k z c s  development,  h i s  
* 

a l i e n a t i o n  from t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Hungary 

a t  t h e  t i m e ,  h i s  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

r e s p o n s e s  o f  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  t o  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ;  Z i t t a  

s t a t e s :  

His ( L ~ k ~ c s ' ) ~ o e t i c  p r o s e  i s  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  
and t a c i t  admiss ion  of an i n a b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  
i n  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  and o r d i n a r y  p r o s e  a 
germane v e h i c l e  f o r  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  h i s  
a s p i r a t i o n s ,  and h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  " t r u t h " .  
Lukzcs t h i r s t e d  f o r  a  t r u t h  t h a t  could n o t  
be e x p r e s s e d  i n  p r o s e ;  n o t  i n  Hun a r y ,  nor  
p r o b a b l y  anywhere, o r  a t  anytime.  f4  

The above s t a t e m e n t  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  deep d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  of a  

man u n a b l e  t o  deve lop  a  ~ e l t a n s c h a ~ ~ ( p r i o r  t o  Gesch ich te  und 

g lassenbewuss t seam)  i n  t e r m s  of t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  neo-Kantianism 

of h i s  ph i losophy .  It was i n  t h i s  c l i m a t e  t h a t  Lukzcs t u r n e d  

t o  Hegel ,  t h e n  Marx f o r  a n  " o b j e c t i v e w  idea l i sm.  It was i n  

t h i s  c l i m a t e  t h a t  t h e  i d e a  became p r e s e n t  b e f o r e  a l l  i t s  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s ,  t h a t  one of  t h e  mains tays  of ~ u k g c s  though t  

became " a b s t r a c t  forms", t h e  g e n e s i s  of h i s  l a t e r  " c r i t i c a l  

r ea l i sm."  T h i s  meant t h a t  f o r  ~ u k g c s ,  t h e  w r i t e r  cou ld  

a c h i e v e  g r e a t n e s s  w i t h o u t  a d d r e s s i n g  h imsel f  t o  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

n a t u r e  o f  r e a l i t y .  Consequently t h e  r e a l i s m  which ~ u k g c s  

s o u g h t ,  and one which he found i n  deve lop ing  h i s  Gesch ich te  

und Klassenbewuss t se in ,was  one t o  be embraced by t h e  w r i t e r  



h i m s e l f ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of h i s  own work and f o r  h i s  a u d i e n c e ,  

n o t  something p r e s c r i b e d  from out  s i d e .  The c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

of t h e  w r i t e r ,  t h e n  became t h e  p o i n t  of  d e p a r t u r e  f o r  ~ u k z c s  

d i d  n o t  l e a v e  t h e  problem s imply  a t  t h a t  l e v e l ,  f o r  t h a t  t o 3  

was a kin; o f  f l sub jec t iv i sm.  

However, when t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  Geschichte  und 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and l i t e r a r y  p o l i t i c a l  l e v e l s ,  two a s p e c t s  can 

be d e t e c t e d .  On t h e  one hand,  t h e  r e a s s e r t i o n  of t h e  d i a l e c t i c  

a s  a method became a  means f o r  r e c o n c i l i n g  and r e c o n s t i t u t i n g  

a v i t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between what ~ u k z c s  saw a s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

f a t e  of mankind. A f a t e  which was c l a r i f i e d  i n  L U ~ ~ C S  own 

d i s c o v e r y  o f  t h e  g e n e s i s  of c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  

and t h e  Hungary of h i s  t i m e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  

t h e  d i a l e c t i c  became a method f o r  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  

forms o f  c r e a t i v e  i n t e l l e c t ,  The forms c r e a t e d  by t h e  a r t i s t  

O r  w r i t e r .  And a n  assessment  of  t h e s e  forms by t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r  

c r i t i c .  For  example ~ u k & s  summarized t h e  impor tan t  r o l e  f o r  

t h e  c r i t i c  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  p r e f a c e  t o  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  

Novel, when h e  s a i d :  

What I had i n  mind (when w r i t i n g  t h e  book) was 
a t h e o r e t i c a l  examinat ion  o f  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  
between t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s p i r i t  and t h e  g r e a t  
g e n r e s  of l i t e r a t u r e  which p o r t r a y  t h e  t o t a l i t y  
o f  h i s t o r y  -- and t h e n  o n l y  a s  t h i s  a p p l i e d  t o  
b o u r g o i s e  l i t e r a t u r e ;  ... I n  such  an i n q u i r y  it 
i s  obv ious  t h a t  even t h e  i n n e r ,  most t h e o r e t i c a l ,  
most a b s t r a c t  d i a l e c t i c  of t h e  problem w i l l  have 
a n  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r . l 5  



ment o f  h i s t o r y .  A s  a Marxis t  t h e o r e t i c i a n  and c r i t i c  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e  t h e n ,  Lukscs i s  no t  concerned w i t h  a n  a l l  embracing 

epis temology.  H i s  u s e  of t h e  d i a l e c t i c  is aimed a t  r e v e a l i n g  

" the  h i s t o r i c a l  r o o t s  of modern b o u r g e o i s  l i t e r a t u r e , "  bo th  - 
i n  terms o f  t h e  p r e - e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

t h e  p r e - e x i s t i n g  l i t e r a r y  forms, T h i s  aim d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  

m e t h o d o l o g i c a l  problem of a l l  Lukzcs "empi r i ca l  works. 

It i s  o n l y  when L u k ~ c s '  ep is temology i s  seen w i t h i n  t h e  

c o n t e x t  of  t h i s  l i m i t e d  scope  t h a t  h i s  p e c u l i a r  d e f i n i t i o n s  

and u s e  o f  c o n c e p t s ,  such a s  drama, t r a g e d y ,  and so on ,  

become meaningful ;  t h a t  h i s  concep t s  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  and 

l i t e r a r y  r e a l i s m  a r e  made c l e a r .  For: 

Then and t h e n  a l o n e ,  could  t h e  r e a l  s t r e n g t h  
of M a r x i s t  d i a l e c t i c s  become t a n g i b l e  t o  a l l ,  
c o u l d  it b e  made c l e a r  t o  a l l  t h a t  i t  is no t  
something e s s e n t i a l l y  and p r i m a r i l y  i n t e l l e c -  
t u a l ,  b u t  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e f l e c t i o n  of t h e  
a c t u a l  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s  ... The second 
i m p o r t a n t  m e t h o d o l o ~ i c a l  approach i s  t o  exam- 
i n e  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  between economic and 
s o c i a l  development and t h e  ou t  ook and - a r t i s t i c  
form t o  which t h e y  g i v e  r i s e . 1  k 

The f o r e g o i n p  can b e  seen  a s  one a s p e c t  of Lukscs '  ph i losophy  

of a c t i o n .  A ph i losophy  permeated th roughou t  by t h e  n o t i o n  

t h a t  ph i losophy  h a s  t h e  impor tan t  t a s k  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i c n ,  by 

means o f  t h e  Marxian d i a l e c t i c ,  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  r e l a -  

t i o n  between m a t e r i a l  l i f e  and t h e  though t  p r o c e s s e s  t o  which 

t h e y  cor respond .  A t  t h i s  l e v e l  of a n a l y s i s  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  

a r t i s t  is  p a s s i v e  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  he s imply  r e p r e s e n t s  

a s p e c t s  of t h e s e  a c t u a l  processes.17 But Luk<cs, i n  a n o t h e r  



a s p e c t  o f  h i s  ph i losophy  of a c t i o n ,  a s s i g n e d  a n o t h e r  r o l e  t o  

t h e  a r t i s t ,  t h e  r o l e  of c r i t i c a l  r e a l i s m .  Th i s  r o l e  and i t s  

c h o i c e  by t h e  a r t i s t  i s  dependent  on what form of e x p r e s s i o n  

and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  o u t l o o k  t h e  a r t i s t  a d o p t s .  One a s p e c t  of 
* 

t h i s  r o l e  can b e  summarized i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i v e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
18 of u n d e r s t a n d i n g  (Weberfs  v e r s e h e n  ) and weltanschauung. 

What i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between ~ u k g c s  Marx i s t  -- 
Hege l i an  d i a l e c t i c  and h i s  ph i losophy  o f  a c t i o n ?  The answer 

t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  p u t s  i n t o  more meaningful  c o n t e x t  a l l  of 

Lukgcs' a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  development of l i t e r a r y  

forms. Commenting on t h e  p r i n c i p a l  themes of ~ u k 5 c s '  H i s t o r y  

And C l a s s  Consc iousness ,  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  i d e n t i f y  L U ~ % C S '  

concern  w i t h  a l i e n a t i o n ,  Z i t t a  s t a t e s :  

~ u k G c s '  Y ~ r x i a n  Weltanschauung-- i n  e s s e n c e  -- 
is  based  upon an  e x p o s i t i o n  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  and 
t h e  d i a l e c t i c ,  t h e  two c e n t r a l  themes t h a t  
emerge from h i s  pre-communist p e r i o d  o f  d e v e l -  
opment,  and t h e i r  e x t e n s i o n  t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  
and t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  P u r e l y  f o r m a l i s t i c a l l y ,  
a l i e n a t i o n  s i g n i f i e s  a  low p o i n t  of s u b j e c t i v e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  and o b j e c t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  where 
t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  n o t  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  o b j e c t ,  
o r  where it e x p e r i e n c e s  a  " s p l i t ; "  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  
on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  i s  t h e  h igh  p o i n t  which -- 
t r a n s c e n d i n g  a l i e n a t i o n  -- u n i t e s  t h e  s u b j e c t  
and t h e  o b j e c t ,  and h e a l s  t h e  " s ~ l i t . " l 9  

Both Z i t t a  and Watnick have argued t h a t  L U ~ ~ C S  even from h i s  

P r e - N a r x i s t  d a y s  was obsessed  f i r s t  by s e l f - a l i e n a t i o n ,  and 

t h e n  l a t e r  t h e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s  o f  man's a l i e n a t i o n .  ~ u k z c s  

was a t  f i rs t  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  concept  of s e l f - a l i e n a t i o n ,  

Mind, b u t  r e f i n e d  by Simrnel, one of t h e  l e a d e r s  of  t h e  German 
-L--- 



s o c i o l o g y  Hegel we r e c a l l  , i n s i s t e d  t h a t  it is  o n l y  

w i t h  t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  movement o f  n e x p e r i e n c e n  away from t h e  

o b j e c t  and back t o  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  t h e  univeral i ty of t h e  mind, 

t h a t  t h e r e  would be consc iousness  a: a l l ,  and an end o f  a l i e n -  - 
a t i o n .  The end of a l i e n a t i o n  f o r  Hegel ,  i s  r e a l i z e d  i n  t h e  

r e a l i z e d  f u l l  development o f  t h e  I d e a ,  t h e  s y n t h e s i s  of t h e  

rea l  and t h e  i d e a l ,  t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t r u t h  and r e a l i t y ,  of 

s u b j e c t  and o b j e c t .  

Bu t ,  H e g e l ' s  i d e a l i s t i c  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  and i n t e r -  

p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  i d e a l  and t h e  r e a l  f o r c e d  him t o  g i v e  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  S t a t e  of h i s  day a n  i d e a l  n e c e s s i t y ,  which t h u s  

j u s t i f i e d  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  "even if t h e y  

c o n f l i c t e d  w i t h  t h e  t r u e  n a t u r e  of t h e  S t a t e .  l t 2 l  F r e d r i c k  

Enge l s ,  commented on t h e  confus ion  o f  t h i s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  

on i t s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  and r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a s p e c t s ,  i n  h i s  d i s -  

c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Hegel,  Feuerbach and 

Marx. 

The c o u r s e  of e v o l u t i o n  o f  Feuerbach i s  t h a t  
o f  a  Hege l i an  -- a  never  q u i t e  o r thodox  
Hege l i an ,  i t  is t r u e  -- i n t o  a  m a t e r i a l i s t ;  
a n  e v o l u t i o n  which a t  a d e f i n i t e  s t a t e  
n e c e s s i t a t e s  a  complete r u p t u r e  w i t h  t h e  
i d e a l i s t  system o f  h i s  p r e d e c e s s o r .  With 
i r r e s i s t a b l e  f o r c e  Feuerbach i s  f i n a l l y  
f o r c e d  t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Hegel ian  
pre-mundane e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  w a b s o l u t e n  
i d e a , "  t h e  "p re -ex i s t ence  o f  t h e  l o g i c a l  
c a t e g o r i e s w  b e f o r e  t h e  world e x i s t e d ,  i s  
n o t h i n g  more than  t h e  f a n t a s t i c  s u r v i v a l  
of  t h e  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  an  e x t r a -  
mundane c r e a t o r ;  t h a t  t h e  m a t e r i a l ,  s e n s o u s l y  
p e r c e p t i b l e  world t o  which we o u r s e l v e s  be long 
i s  t h e  o n l y  r e a l i t y ;  and t h a t  our  consc ious -  
n e s s  and t h i n k i n g ,  however supra-sensuous  t h e y  
may seem, a r e  t h e  p roduc t  of a  m a t e r i a l ,  b o d i l y  



organ ,  t h e  b r a i n .  Mat te r  i s  not  a  p roduc t  
of  t h e  mind, b u t  mind i t s e l f  i s  mere ly  t h e  
h i g h e s t  p r o d u c t  of  m a t t e r e 2 2  

But Enge l s  a l s o  n o t e s  t h a t  Feuerbach s topped a t  t h i s  p o i n t  

in h i s  t h i n k i n g ,  f o r  hb was unab le  t o  overcome t h e  "customary 

~ h i l o s o ~ h i c a l  p r e j u d i c e  , R a g a i n s t  t h e  name m a t e r i a l i s m .  For 

Feuerbach confused m a t e r i a l i s m  a s  a  g e n e r a l  world o u t l o o k  

r e s t i n g  on a  d e f i n i t e  concep t ion  o f  " the  r e l a t i o n  between 

mind and m a t t e r ,  and t h e  s p e c i a l  form i n  which t h i s  world 

Outlook was e x p r e s s e d  a t  a  d e f i n i t e  s t a g e  of h i s t o r i c a l  

development ,  v i z . ,  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  23 

D e s p i t e  Engc?ls' c r i t i c i s m  of  Feuerbach t s  t h e s i s ,  

Feuerbach a t t a c k e d  Hege l ' s  b a s i c  assumption t h a t  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

of s e l f  i s  b a s i c  t o  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of  any th ing .  He a t t a c k e d  

H e g e l ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  of man's s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  by a r g u i n g  

t h a t  Hegel a l i e n a t e d  m z n f s  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  by making it 

d i s t i n c t  from man, and  mere ly  an ob:ect of him.24 I n  s h o r t  

Feuerbach s u g g e s t s  t h a t  it i s  a t t r i b u t e s  of human consc ious -  

n e s s  t h a t  a r e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  God, and t h e r e b y  p laced  man w i t h i n  

t h e  framework of t h e  n a t u r a l  wor ld ,  a s  a  s p e c i e s  of a n i m a l ,  

Feuerbach s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  r e l i g i o n  a l i e n a t e s  man from h i m s e l f  

by l e a d i n g  him t o  a t t r i b u t e  h i s  own n a t u r e ,  which i s  i n t e r -  

s u b j e c t i v e ,  t o  a  s e p a r a t e  b e i n g  God. It i s  man t h e n  who 

c r e a t e s  God i n  h i s  own image, r a t h e r  t h a n  man s imply b e i n g  

a t o o l  whereby God comes i n t o  se l f -awareness .  25 

Feuerbach ' s  an th ropo logy ,  is  t h a t  t h e  d o c t r i n e  

of God (which l legel  deve loped)  must be changed i n t o  a  d o c t r i n e  

of man. T h i s  i s  one a s p e c t  o f  h i s  Phi losophy Of The F u t u r e  -P 



f o r  t h e  c o n c r e t e  emancipat ion  of m a n ,  na  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  

Hege l i an  p h i l o s o p h y ,  b u t  by i t s  negation': To do t h i s ,  

though t  h a s  t o  b e  re -ana lysed  i n  non- Hegelian t e r m s ,  t e r m s  

by which Being is s u b j e c t ,  though t  is  p r e d i c a t e .  That  i s  
* 

though t  must be  seen  a s  s p r i n g i n g  from Being,  r a t h e r  t h a n  

Being s p r i n g i n g  from t h o u g h t .  F e u e r b a c h l s  ph i losophy  o f  

a c t i o n  which Marx and Engels  c r i t i c i z e d  a s  be ing  romant ic  i s  

a m l o g o u s  t o  t h e  e a r l y  i d e a s  of ~ u k z c s .  Both Feuerbach and 

~ u k g c s  were concerned w i t h  t h e  problem of a l i e n a t i o n ,  t h e  

former v iewing it a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n t e r n a l  and s u b j e c t i v e ,  

t h e  l a t t e r  a l m o s t  a s  consequence of  m a t e r i a l  p r o g r e s s .  

Lukscs n o t i o n  of a l i e n a t i o n  i s  i n  t h i s  sense  i d e a l i s t i c ,  f o r  

it i s  based on and d e r i v e d  from Simmells n o t i o n  t h a t  "human 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  were  a n  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  s p i r i t . "  That is  

to s a y  forms of s e l f - a l i e n a t i o n .  Sirrimel argued t h a t  a n  

i n e s c a p a b l e  c l a s h  e x i s t e d  between manls  c r e a t i v i t y  and h i s  

s o c i a l  norms and i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

I n  t h e  above s e n s e ,  Lukzcs began t o  develop a 

ph i losophy  o f  a c t i o n ,  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  polemics  of German 

ph i losophy  and s o c i o l o g y .  Although Lukscs ' " s t a r t i n g  p o s i t i o n ,  tt 

was n o t  t a k e n  from Marx and Enge l s ,  he concluded and e l a b o r a t e d  

h i s  p h i l o s o p h y  of a c t i o n  by a d o p t i n g  a  Marx i s t  p o s t u r e ,  and 

t h e r e f o r e  by s u b l a t i n g  t h e  Feuerbachian  a n a l y s i s  of a l i e n a t i o n ,  

and i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s .  The p e r i o d  i n  which he  

began t o  d e v e l o p  h i s  ph i losophy  of Act ion ,  w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  

of  Die S e e l e  und d i e  Formen, (1911) (The Soul  And The Forms) ,  

f a l l s  midway between h i s  immersion i n  Simrnel and D i l t h e y f s  



work, p l u s  a  development around Hegelian ph i losophy ,  and con- 

v e r s i o n  t o  Marxism. The Marxis t  p o s t u r e  t h e n ,  developed 

t h r o u g h  f o u r  d i s t i n c t  s t a g e s :  neo-Rantianism, t h e  German 

ph i losophy  and f o r m a l i s t i c  s o c i o l o g y  of Georg Sirnmel and 
* 

D i l t h e y ;  Hegel ianism and f i n a l l y  t h e  Marx i s t  d i a l e c t i c s ,  

e x p r e s s e d  i n  Gesch ich te  und ~ l a s s e n b e w u s s t ' s e i n  . 
The c o n s i s t e n c y  and development o f  ~ u k g c s  ' t h o u g h t  

which b o t h  V i c t o r  Z i t t a  and Morr i s  Watnick s e e  a s  i n t e g r a l  

t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of Lukscsf  works, r e v o l v e  around what 

Zi t ta  s e e s  as ~ u k 5 c s l  s e l f - e s t r a n g e m e n t ,  d e r i v i n g  from h i s  

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  dichotomy between l i t e r a t u r e  and 

s o c i e t y ,  c u l t u r e  and p u b l i c  l i f e ,  t h a t '  is p o l i t i c s  ( t h e  

i n a b i l i t y ,  due  t o  r e p r e s s i o n  of r a d i c a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l s  i n  

Hungary, p r i o r  t o  1914.) Z i t t a  d e s c r i b e s  t h i s  a s  Lukbcs' 

d i s s a t i s f a t t i o n  w i t h  a  c a r e e r  a s  e i t h e r  l i t e r a r y  e s s a y i s t  

o r  p h i l o s o p h e r .  26 Watnick, approaches  t h e  a n a l y s i s  from t h e  

p e r s p e c t i v e  of L,ukZcs1 i n a b i l i t y  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  t e n d e n c i e s  of h i s  day ,  a s  p r o v i d i n g  s o l u t i o n s  

t o  h i s  concern  w i t h  man's a l i e n a t i o n  from t h e  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  

o r d e r .  T h i s  was an  a l i e n a t i o n  which L U ~ ~ C S  a t t empted  t o  

t r a n s c e n d  i n  t h e  Die S e e l e  und d i e  Formen, a  book i n  which 

LukGcs emphasized form a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  c a t e g o r y ,  f o r  a n  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g  of t h e  wor ld ,  But t h e s e  

a b s t r a c t  forms c o u l d  o n l y  be  known through e x p e r i e n c e  and 

i n t u i t i o n ,  and i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  a r t i s t  was a  n e a r - s u b j e c t i v e  

e x p e r i e n c e .  The Nyugat movement, which ~ u k s c s  l e d  a t  one 

p o i n t  took  t h i s  t h e s i s  t o  a  p o i n t , w h e r e  t h e y  advocated  t h a t  



t h e  a r t i s t s  d e v e l o p  a  n language, t t  which would e x p r e s s  p o e t i -  

c a l l y  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  v iewpoin t s ,  c r e a t e  new h o r i z o n s  and 

P r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n .  27 

The c o n s i s t e n c y  e a r l i e r  mentioned i n  t h e  development 

of ~ u k g c s ;  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p o s i t i o n  i s  n o t  however, smoothly 

f lowing ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a  d i a l e c t i c a l  movement. It was d u r i n g  

~ u k s c s ~  c o n t a c t  and d i a l o g u e  wi th  Georg Simmel t h a t  t h e  

former developed a  more s y s t e m a t i c  and l e s s  m y s t i c  concep t ion  

of a l i e n a t i o n .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  Lukzcs l e a r n e d  from Simmells  

s o c i o l o g y  t h a t  c o n f l i c t  between t h e  c la ims  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

and t h e  c l a i m s  of s o c i e t y  produces  a  " t r a g i c  ambigu i ty ,  lT 

which t e n d s  t o  pe rvade  t h e  c o r e  o f  eve ry  socia .1  fo rmat ion ;  

and a n  i n t e r n a l  a l i e n a t i o n  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  from t h o s e  

s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n s .  But Simmel i n  h i s  f o r r n a l i s t i c , a - h i s t o r i c a l  

f a s h i o n  saw t h e s e  t e n d e n c i e s  a s  u n i v e r s a l  and morpho log ica l ,  

The key i d e a  which ~ u k z c s  r e i n f o r c e d  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  and 

which f a c i l i t a t e d  h i s  s h i f t  t o  Marxrs  d i a l e c t i c a l  method, 

however,was t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  an i n h e r e n t  d r i v e  toward 

u n i t y  and wholeness ,  wfiich r e b e l s  a g a i n s t  t h e  segmented r o l e  

f u n c t i o n i n g  demanded by t h e  s o c i e t y .  A d r i v e  which i s  

c h a n n e l l e d  i n  human a c t i o n  toward r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  c o n f l i c t .  
28 

Given t h e  above,  t h e  l a t e r  key ( & i r x i a n )  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

of a l i e n a t i o n  could  r e s o l v e  around ~ u k g c s  r e v i v a l  of  Marx1s 

n o t i o n  of "human essence , ' ?  a n o t i o n  which l e n d s  i t s e l f  t o  

a e s t h e t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  and t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  u n f o l d i n g  i n  

human a c t i o n  t o  a  r e s o l u t i o n  of  a l i e n a t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  words,  

e i v e i ~  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of Sirnrnells s o c i o l o g y ,  L U ~ ~ C S  could  l a t e r  



e a s i l y  view a l i e n a t i o n  a s  t h e  c r i s i s  i n  modern s o c i e t y ,  s o c i e t y  

whereby man i s  d e p r i v e d  of h i s  s e l f - i d e n t i t y  and autonomy. 

But t h i s  a l i e n a t i o n  can  be  r e s o l v e d  by " i n d i v i d u a l  t y p e s , "  

t r a n s c e n d i n g  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  c o n c r e t e  a c t i o n ,  i n  h i s t o r y .  
* 

But b e f o r e  Lukgcs could  a t t a i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  he had t o  

c r i t i c i z e  Georg Simmel's p o s i t i o n .  This  Lukzcs d i d  i n  1923 

in G e s c h i c h t e  und Klassenbewuss tse in .  Here Lukzcs c a l l s  

t h e  symptoms o f  a l i e n a t i o n  a s  expressed  i n  "bourgeois  

phi losophy"  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  ( ~ e r d i n g l i c h u n g ) .  This  can be 

seen  a s  a  c r i t i c i s m  a g a i n s t  Simmel who argued t h a t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

i n  s o c i e t y  were  a n  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  s e l f ,  t h a t  i s  s e l f -  

a l i e n a t i o n .  

It may b e  no ted  t h a t  ~ u k z c s '  c r i t i c i s m  o f  Sirnrnel i s  

s i m i l a r  t o  Enge l s  1 c r i t i c i s m  of Feuerbach. However Lukbcs l 

a l l u d e d  c r i t i c i s m  of German phi losophy i s  p a r t  of a  l a r g e r  

c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  ph i losophy  o f  Desca r tes  and Spinoza ,  from 

which ~ u k g c s  concluded t h a t  bourgeo i s  phi losophy had f a i l e d  

t o  g r a s p  t h e  wor ld  comple te ly .  29 ~ u k s c s l  c r i t i c i s m  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  work o f  Simmel and VJeber is  s o c i o l o g i c a l l y  

r e l e v a n t  i n  s o  f a r  as  Lukgcs a r g u e s  t h a t  o b j e c t i f i c a t i o n  

canno t  be  overcome when t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c l a s s ,  

i s  made t h e  c e n t r e  of t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  epis temology.  For  t h e  

maker and c r e a t o r  of h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  e n t i t y .  Thus, 

" the  i n d i v i d u a l  can  never  come t o  b e  t h e  measure of t h i n g s , "  

because  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n e c e s s a r i l y  c o n f r o n t s  o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  

a s  a  complex o f  i n f l e x i b l e  t h i n g s  which he f i n d s  ready  and 

unchangeable ,  which he can a c c e p t  o r  r e j e c t  o n l y  i n  a 



s u b j e c t i v e  judgement. 

I n  h i s  b iography  of  Georg ~ u k g c s ,  Mor r i s  Va tn ick  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  F i r s t  World War produced t h e  need f o r  a 

r e - e v a l u a t i o n  on ~ u k g c s l  p a r t ,  of w!~ich t h e  consequence was 
* 

Gesch ich te  und Klassenbewuss tse in .  S i m i l a r l y ,  Watnick a l s o  

s u g g e s t s  t h e  s p e c t r e  of t h e  Second World War, and t h e  lTshock 

of knowing t h a t  he  had sha red  t h e  same t e a c h e r s  w i t h  many 

spokesmen f o r  Nazism," may a l s o  be a  cause  i n  ~ u k z c s l  s t r o n g  

r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  book a s  p a r t  o f  h i s  s e r i o u s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

development.  The p o i n t  i s  t h a t '  ~ u k ' L c s  was s . t ~ o n g l y  i n f l u e n c e d  

by Simmel and Weber, Pad h i s  l a t e r  developments  on t y p e s  

of l i t e r a r y  c h a r a c t e r s  may w e l l  have been t a k e n  from WeberTs 

u s e  of t h e  i d e a l  t y p e .  

When p l a c e d  w i t h i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  WeberTs 

work, ~ u k g c s f  f o r m u l a t i o n  of " the  o r d i n a r y n  and " the  e s s e n t i a l T t  

l i f e ,  become more meaningful .  These two c o n c e p t s  a r e  e p i s t e -  

m o l o g i c a l  f o c u s  p o i n t s  f o r  ~ u k g c s l  development of h i s  t y p e s  

of c h a r a c t e r s ,  a s  p o r t r a y e d  i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  A s  s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,  

i n  h i s  e a r l i e r  f o r m u l a t i o n s  b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p r i o r  t o  H i s t o r y  

&nd Class-Consciousness ,  LukGcs had dec ided  t h a t  t h e o r y  and 

p r a c t i c e ,  o r  a s '  h e  saw it t h e n ,  t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  o f  t h o u g h t  from 

e x i s t e n c e ,  and  a l i e n a t i o n  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  from s o c i e t y ,  a r e  

o n l y  r e s o l v e d  i n  a c t i o n .  But t h i s  r e q u i r e d  a  s c a l e  o f  p r e f e r -  

ences .  Only i n  t h i s  way, ~ u k g c s  though t ,  could manTs  se l f -hood  

b e  r e s t o r e d .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  a  humanism of a k ind v e r y  s i m i l a r  

t o  t h a t  which u n d e r l i e s  t h e  work of Feuerbach,can  be no ted  

he re .  30 



Lukgcs, t h e n  posed t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  o r d i n a r y  and 

e s s e n t i a l  l i f e ,  wi th  t h e  b a s i c  p r e - s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  l i f e  was 

t h e  most u n r e a l ,  and t h a t  genuine  l i f e  was a lways  i m p o s s i b l e  

on t h e  e m p i r i c a l  p l a n e  of l i v i n g .  L U ~ H C S  sugges ted  t h a t  i n  

o r d i n a r y  l i f e ,  we f u l f i l l  o u r s e l v e s ,  o n l y  m a r g i n a l l y .  "Our 

l i f e  h a s  no r e a l  n e c e s s i t y  h e r e ,  mere ly  what i s  e m p i r i c a l l y  

g iven .  3111 ~ u k i c s ,  t h e n  s e e s  l i f e  a s  a  r ange  of p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

coupled w i t h  a cor respond ing  o r d e r  of l i t e r a r y  forms, r ang ing  

from t h e  o r d i n a r y  l i f e  i n  which a l l  c h o i c e s  a r e  p o s s i b l e ,  and 

i n  which t h e r e f o r e  n o t h i n g  i s  a c h i e v e d ,  o r  r e a l i z e d .  In 

e s s e n t i a l  l i f e ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  f a c e d  w i t h  a b s o l u t e  norms 

which demand t h e  u l t i m a t e  of man. T h i s  is  a  l i f e  of h i g h  

t e n s i o n  and a c t i o n  which demand u l t i m a t e s ,  b e s t  r e p r e s e n t e d  

i n  t r a g e d y .  ~ u k g c s  sugges ted  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  i n  o r d i n a r y  l i f e  

a b s o l u t e  e t h i c a l  v a l u e s  a r e  compromised away f o r  t h e  sake  o f  

needs .  I n  l i f e  d ramat ized  i n  t r a g e d y  on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  it 

is  i t s e l f ,  which i s  s a c r i f i c e d  f o r  t h e  sake  of t h e s e  v a l u e s .  

And it  i s  o n l y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  r a r e  moments t h a t  we become o u r  

" r e a l  lt human s e l v e s .  

Both Watnick and Z i t t a  a g r e e  t h a t  t h e s e  e a r l y  

f o r m u l a t i o n s  which a p p e a r  i n  Die S e e l e  und d i e  Formen (a 
Soul  And The Forms),  pre-supposed a b s t r a c t  forms as c r e a t e d  by 

t h e  human mind, a s  e s s e n t i a l ,  bu t  a l s o  t h a t  Lukacsf  s e a r c h  f o r  

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of t h e s e  forms t o  man's e x i s t e n c e  presumed 

an e t h i c a l  problem. But t h i s  concern of Lukgcs and s p e c i f -  

i c a l l y  h i s  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  c h a r a c t e r  t y p e s  based on t h e  

dichotomy of o r d i n a r y  and e s s e n t i a l  have t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  Kant 



and Hegel. (Note -- Hege l ' s  world h i s t o r i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  

example 1. 32 A s  a  Marxj s t ,  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 t s ,  ~ u k 6 c s  r e s t a t e d  h i s  

f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  t e n s i o n  between t h e  " r e a l f f  and t h e  l rordi -  

n a r y w  l i f e  i n  t e r m s  of t h e  d ive rgence  between p r o l e t a r i a n  
* 

c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and t h e  f e l t  i n t e r e s t  of t h e  workers .  

The t e n s i o n  would no l o n g e r  be t h e  concern of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

ego ( a s  Simmel s u g g e s t e d ) ,  b u t  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  a s  a c l a s s .  

And i t s  r e s o l u t i o n  would be sought  i n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e s  of 

a c t i o n ,  b u t  d i a l e c t i c a l  a c t i o n  i n  Hegel ian  t e r m s ;  between t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a t  as  a  maker of h i s t o r y  and t h e  h i s t o r y  it made. 

A s  p r e s e n t e d  above t h e r e f o r e ,  ~ u k i c s  t r ans fo rmed  

h i s  e a r l y  c o n c e p t i o n  of t h e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

and s o c i e t y ,  i n  t e r m s  of t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  movement of h i s t o r -  

i c a l  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s .  T h i s  i s  one a s p e c t  of t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  

i n  ~ u k z c s '  work. S i m i l a r l y  by c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g  t h e  c l a s s  

Consciousness  as a  system of  though t  imputed t o  a  s o c i a l  

g roup ,  ~ u k z c s  was g r a f t i n g  t h e  Weberian n o t i o n  of an  i d e a l  

o n t o  Marx 's  s o c i o l o g y  of c l a s s e s .  A t  t h i s  t i m e ,  ~ u k z c s  was 

d e v e l o p i n g  a  d o c t r i n e  of p r o l e t a r i a n  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

P e c u l i a r l - y  h i s  ovm. But moreover,  Lukgcs was a l s o  s e t t i n g  

t h e  impe tus  f o r  a  hknnheimian s o c i o l o g y  o f  knowledge, though 

one minus i t s  Marxian tendency.  For it was ~ u k s c s  h i g h l y  

i n s t r u m e n t a l  Marxism which sugges ted  t o  Nannheim t h a t  a l l  

s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  d o c t r i n e s  which p a s s  f o r  knowledge, 

might  be b e t t e r  r ega rded  a s  e x i s t e n t i a l l y  de termined 

d o c t r i n e s . 3 3  Watnick s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n  s o  f a r  a s  ~ u k 2 c s '  

Marxism gave  r i s e  t o  Mznnheimfs r e l a t i v i s m ,  it was l f u l t r a  



r e l a t i v i s t i c , "  j u s t  a s  was Mannheimls s o c i o l o g y  of knowledge. 

But Lukgcs l H i s t o r y  And C l a s s  Consciousness was 

n o t  s i m p l y  t h e  p roduc t  of an  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  s h i f t  of emphasis  

from t h e  - s u b j e c t i v i s m  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

of s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  -- both  p r o l e t a r i a n  and b o u r g e o i s i e .  Lukscs 

a l s o  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  must 

be sough t  i n  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of d i a l e c t i c a l  a c t i o n .  That  is 

t o  s a y  a  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  Hegel ian  te rms.  And t h i s  s t a t e m e n t  

made ~ u k s c s f  work h e r e t i c a l  t o  t h e  Comintern. For what t h e  

l a t t e r  a t t a c k e d  was t h e  ass ignment  of a n  a c t i v e  r o l e  t o  

human c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w e l l  beyond t h e  L e n i n i s t  " r e f l e c t i o n  

d o c t r i n e .  whereas ~ u k G c s  was c o n s i s t e n t l y  s e e k i n g  a  l e s s  

" m e c h a n i ~ t i c  doc t r ineT1of  consc iousness .  The Comintern found 

t h a t  ~ u k g c s f  d o c t r i n e  c o n f l i c t e d  w i t h  t h e  L e n i n i s t  d o c t r i n e  

of t h e  p r o l o t a r i a n  vanguard as t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r a n s f o r m i n g  

group. F u r t h e r  however, Z i t t a  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  beg inn ing  a t t a c k  

on Lukzcs came from w i t h i n  t h e  Hungarian p a r t y ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  

Prominence of p l a c e  g iven  t o  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  e l i t e  i n  ~ u k z c s  

book. 34 

It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  Z i t t a  and k t n i c k  

a r g u e  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s  f o r  ~ u k g c s l  l a t e r  r e t r a c t i o n  o f  some 

of h i s  e a r l i e r  themes i n  - H i s t o r y  And Class Consciousness .  

Zi t ta  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  psyche o f  
I l  

Lukgcs r e v e a l s  a f a n a t i c  lYJacobin , and a r g u e s  t h a t  i t  is  n o t  

SO much a l l j e i a n c e  t o  t h e  Comlunist p a r t y  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  from t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  of a " s p l i t  i n  p e r s o n a l i t y . "  

One o f  a  " t e r r o r i s t i c  n o r r n a t i v i ~ r n , ~ '  a s  Z i t t a  c a l l s  i t :  



hav ing  e x p e r i e n c e d  a deep and p e r p e t u a l  a l i e n a t i o n  from s o c i a l  
/ 

l i f e ,  Lukacs, s a y s  Z i t t a ,  a d v o c a t e s  a  consc ious  t e r r o r i s m  t o  

t r a n s f o r m  t h a t  l i f e .  Z i t t a  t e rms  t h i s  a  d i a l e c t i c  t r a n s f o r -  

mat ion  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t e r r o r .  Lukgcsf views on f o r c e  - 
as an i n d i s p e n s a b l e  i n g r e d i e n t  o f  Marxism h a s  immediate p o l i c y  

i m p l i c a t i o n s .  If f o r c e  used by V ~ r x i s t s  t u r n s  i n t o  t e r r o r ,  

it does  s o  p a r t l y  because  t e r r o r  i s  t h e  c o r r e l a t e  o f  Marx i s t  

" s p i r i t u a l i t y , "  t h e  maintenance o f  emancipat ion  i n t a c t ,  and 

p a r t l y  it is  a p roduc t  o f  t h e  c o n n a t u r a l  behav iour  of unpre-  

d i c t a b l e  d i a l e c t i c i a n s  who cannot  t r u s t  even themse lves .  35 

F u r t h e r  on ,  Zi t , ta  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  ~ u k s c s  was s imply  a n  extreme 

e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  h i s  Russ ian  c r i t i c s ,  "one may s a y  t h a t  Lukacs'  

Marxism a p p e a r s  e s o t e r i c ,  e l i t i s t ,  t o t a l i t a r i a n ,  t e r r o r i s t i c  

and fundamenta l ly  r e a c t i o n a r y  a n d  i r r a t i o n a l  i n  i t s  views on 

*36  For Z i t t a  t h e n ,  ~ u k g c s  was a  " g n o s t i c  s o c i e t y  and p o l i t i c s .  

a c t i v i ~ t , ~  a p e r s o n a l i t y  which i s  c o n s i s t e n t  even i n  h i s  Fre-  

E a r x i s t  p e r i o d .  With t h i s  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  ~ u k i c s  t Weltanschauung, 

Zit ta a t t e m p t s  t o  expose MarxTs  t h e o r y  of t h e  d i a l e c t i c ,  Marx i s t  

developments  of p o l i t i c a l  consc iousness  and L U ~ ~ C S  e p i s t e n o l o g y  

i n  s o c i a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t e rms  a s  dangerous r e l i g i o u s  dogma. 

W a t n i c k t s  t r e a t m e n t  of  ~ u c k s c s ~  e p i s t  mology i s  on 

t h e  o t h e r  hand on two b a s i c  l e v e l s ,  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and 

t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l .  I n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  f i r s t ,  ~ u k z c s  t r i e d  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  Marxism a s  an accoun t  o f  t h e  

o b j e c t  of knowledge. But one which "runs t h e  Hegel ian  c o u r s e .  T1 

I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  ~ u k s c s  i s  seen a s  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  make t h e  

world i n t e l l i g i b l e ,  and l o g i c a l .  I n  t e m s  of t h e  second l e v e l ,  



h k g c s  saw t h e  a c t u a l  world of d a t a  a s  an imper fec t  r e a l i z a t i o n  

of t h e  r a t i o n a l  wor ld ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  m i s l e a d i n g  f o r  o n l y  Marxism 

i n c o r p o r a t e s  a s  an  ideo logy  t h e  "highes t  t r u t h s n  of t h e  d i a -  

l e c t i c  o f - h i s t o r y ,  But " p r o l e t a r i a n  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s , n  

which i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e s e  h i g h e r  t r u t h s  i s  t h e  o n l y  

i d e o l o g y  c a p a b l e  of b r e a k i n g  wi th  t h e  e x i s t i n g  concep t ion  o f  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  a s  f i x e d  and inimutable. This  makes t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a t  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t  o f  r eason  i n  h i s t o r y  v i s  v i s  t h e  

b o u r g e o i s i e ,  The former i s  achieved i n  consc ious  a c t i o n  and 

choice, one which t h e r e f o r e  n e g a t e s  and t r a n s c e n d s  t h e  p o s i t i v -  

i s t i c  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  of "o rd ina ry  e x i s t e n c e . "  This  was t h e r e -  

f o r e  a Marxism i n  t h e  Luxembourg t r a d i t i o n  of mass spontaneous  

a c t i o n ,  f o r  it i s  on t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  "p lanen of c h o i c e ,  conmit- 

ment and a c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  of  h i s t o r y  would have t o  be 

e n a c t e d ,  no t  t h r o u g h  "laws of motion of t h e  economic system." 

It is  t h i s  b rand  of Marxism which c o n f l i c t e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o l e -  

t a r i a n  vanguard,  e l i t e  t h e o r y  of t h e  e x i s t i n g  Communist p a r t y ,  

For t h e  l a t t e r  viewed t h e  vanguard a s  i n i t i a t o r  of working 

c l a s s  a c t i v i t y .  I n  a  s e n s e  t h e n  t h e  P a r t y  had t o  d e n o m c e  

t h e  g e n u i n e l y  r e v o l u t i o c a r y  e lemsn t s  of ~ u k g c s  t h e o r y .  For 

it was t h e i r  a l t e r - e g o  b e s t  expressed  by t h a t  o t h e r  Hege l i an ,  

S t a l i n .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  ~ u k s c s  may have s u b m i t t e d  p r e c i s e l y  

because o f  t h e  p r i o r i t y  of t h e  P a r t y ,  i n  h i s  o u t l o o k ,  a 

p r i o r i t y  of  a  s o c i a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  k ind ,  37 ~ u k i c s  h imsel f  

had p robab ly  r e p l i e d  t o  h i s  c r i t i c s ,  even b e f o r e  t h e y  appeared  

on t h e  s c e n e ,  f o r  he h imsel f  had w r i t t e n  i n  Gesch ich te  und 

K l a s s e n k e w s s t  s e i n  - -  - -  --* 



S o l i t u d e  i s  t h e  genuine  essence  o f  t h e  
t r a g i c ;  f o r  t h e  s o u l ,  having f u l f i l l e d  
i t s e l f  i n  d e s t i ~ ~ y ,  may have o  h e r s  of 
i t s  k i n d ,  b u t  no ~ o m ~ a n i o n s . 3  b 

P 0 l i t i c a l 3 ~ ,  ~ u k s ~ ~  had r e l e n t e d  under  t h e  f o r c e  of a n g e r  of 

Z inov iev  and t h e  F i f t h  Congress O f  The Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  

but i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  and i d e o l o g i c a l l y  ~ u k s c s  h e l d  t o  h i s  

P o s i t i o n ,  a s  h i s  l a t e r  works r e v e a l ,  and t r anscended  t h e  

o n s l a u g h t  of h i s  c r i t i c s ,  



FOOTNOTES 

k e o r g  ~ u k a ~ ~  i n t o  t h e  French H i s t o i r e  e t  Conscience De 
C l a s s ,  Kos tas  Axeles and J a c q u e l i n e  Bois ,  pub l i shed  L i e s  
E v d i t i o n s  Ce M i n u i t ,  1960,  p. 263. 

3 ~ o t e  t h a t  Lukecs s t y l e  of w r i t i n g  i s  ve ry  invo lved  and 
c o n v o l u t e d ,  a s  w e l l .  Th i s  makes h i s  works d i f f i c u l t  t o  
comprehend. 

4 ~ e e  V i c t o r  Z i t t a t s  Georg Luk;cs1 Marxism A l i e n a t i o n ,  
D i a l e c t i c  Revolut ion; -A -- s t u d y  I n  Utopia And Ideo logf i  pub. 
The Hague, N a r t i n  E;in j h o f f ,  1964. This  a s p e c t  of t h e  
a n a l y s i s  of t h e  work of Georg Lukgcs i s  impor tan t  because  
of L u k 5 c s ' r e f u s a l  t o  acknowledge a s  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  r e l e v a n t  
h i s  e a r l y  p u b l i c a t i o n  of Geschichte  und Klassenbewuss tse in  
t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  French - H i s t o i r e  e t  Conscience De Classe .  

5 ~ b i d  9 Z i t t a ,  p. 6. 

b i d . ,  The I n t r o d u c t i o n  & Summary and Conclusion . 
Though r e s i s t i n g  t h e  charge  o f  psychologism, Z i t t a  emphasizes 
t h e  immediacy of Lukgcs p h i l o s o ~ h y  f o r  h i s  g e n e r a l  emot ional  
r e  S e c t i o n  of. t h e  immanent, and i n a b i l i t y  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  t h e  
t r a n s c e n d e n t .  A t  o t h e r  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  work, Z i t t a  s u g g e s t s  
Lukgcs i s  g u i l t y  of bad f a i t h  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t ,  S a t r e a n  
s e n s e .  a s  a  f a c t o r  i n  Luk5cs r e j e c t i o n  of  H i s t o r y  And C l a s s  

?%ken from "Zur -- K r i t i k  d e s  Hegelschen R e c h t s p h i l o s o  
-- E i n l e i m ,  i n  Deutsch-Franzosiche Tarbucher ,  Feb. -+ 1 44. 
T r a n s l a t e d  by T.B. Bottomore i n  T.B. Bottomore & Naximil ien  
Rubel K a r l  Elarx, S e l e c t e d  W r i t i n g s  I n  S o c i o l o  And S o c i a l  
Ph i losophy ,  p. 190. ~ e l i x o o k s ,  1 9  c-- 3 

'on t h i s  q u e s t i o n  Z i t t a  remarks: ~ u k s c s  though t  s t a n d s  
Somewhere a t  t h e  convergence of t h e  Mhrxian and Hegelian 
t r a d i t i o n  of t h o u p h t .  Some people  c l a i m  t h a t  L U ~ L C S  i s  t h e  
g r e a t e s t  l i v i n g  d i s c i p l e  of  Narx; o t h e r s  a g a i n  t h a t  he  is 
one of t h e  most knowledgeable o f  t h e  l i v i n g  Hegel ians .  
From t h e s e  c l a i m s  a l o n e  one could i n f e r  t h a t  Lukzcs i s  a  
s y n t h e t i c  exponent  of two n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h i n k e r s  who 
dominate v a r i o u s  t r e n d s  of though t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  c e n t u r y .  
See V i c t o r  Z i t t a t s  work, p .  119. V i c t o r  Z i t t a  s e e s  Luk6cs 
as moving i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  th rouyh  two s t a g e s ,  a  p re -Farx ian  
s t a g e ,  h i g h l y  i n f l u e n c e d  by Eegel ianism.  But a  s t a g e  Z i t t n  
t e r m s  f lGnost ic  Ac t iv i smw,  which t a p e r s  o f f  i n t o  r a d i c a l  



s c e p t i c i s m (  r o u g h l y  1908-16).  Secondly h i s  Marxian s t a g e ,  
one which m o d i f i e s  from dogmatic Marxism t o  mature  blarxism 
( r o u p h l y  1916 - p r e s e n t  d a y ) .  
Mor r i s  W a t n i c k l s  b iopraphy Georg L U ~ Q C S :  On A e s t h e t i c s  And 
Communism, seems c l e a r e r  t o  t h i s  w r i t e r  on Luk6cs i n t e l l e c t u a l  
changes [though Watnick t o o  s t r e s s e s  Lukscs Marxism a s  b e i n g  
" t a i n t e d "  Ly a n  o v e r l y  Hegel ian  d i a l e c t i c  . Watnick s e e s  
a neo Kan t i an i sm,  a Hegel ian  and a  Marxian s t a g e .  
Ref. S o v i e t  Survev 1958 - 1959. See a l s o :  P e t e r  Demetz 
h r x ,  Enpels  And t h e  P o e t s ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Chicago P r e s s ,  1967, 
who s u p p o r t s  Katnick  I s  d e s c r i p t i o n .  

g ~ b i d  -* s H i s t o i r e  e t  Conscience De Classe  (1960)  p. 20. 

' O ~ h i s  c r i t i c i s m  of Lukics  f o l l o w s  c l o s e l y  MarxTs own 
c r i t i c i s m  o f  Hegel ,  i n  t h e  C r i t i q u e  o f  P o l i t i c a l  Economy. 

l l ~ 0 r r i . s  W t n i c k ,  Georg- ~ u k a c s :  On AesthetksAnd Communism, 
S o v i e t  Survey,  No. 23 ,  January-Narch,  1958, p. 62. But 
Watnick a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  Emil L a s k l s  i n f l u e n c e ,  h i s  
semi-phenomenology, a I s o  f a c i l i t a t e d  Lu!&csl l a t e r  s h i f t  
t o  H e g e l r s  o b j e c t i v e  i d e a l i s m .  V i c t o r  Z i t t a  ( s e e  e a r l i e r  
r e f e r e n c e )  d i s c u s s e s  t h i s  same p o i n t  b u t  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  
Lukgcs r a i s e d  t h i s  problem p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y  because  he was 
unab le  t o  r e c o n c i l e  t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  m i l i e u  of  h i s  t ime  wi th  
t h e  t h e n  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l - p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  Hungary. 
Hence, Luk6cs1 book,  The Soul  And The Forms (Die S e e l e  und 
Formen) ~ u b l i s h e d  i n  1911. i n  which Luk5cs d i s c u s s e s  t h e  
c o n t r a s t i n g  p o s i t i o n s  bf i h e  poe t  and t h e  p l a t o n i s t .  The 
former g e n e r a l i z e s  i n  h i s  own e x p e r i e n c e s ,  which e v e n t u a l l y  
become p o e t i c  c o n s t r u c t s .  But t h e  poe t  r e v e a l s  h imsel f  and 
examines h i m s e l f  t o  h i s  p u b l i c .  The p l a t o n i s t  ( p h i l o s o p h e r )  
on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  is a r t i f i c a l  f o r  h i s  c o n s t r u c t s  a r e  
based on haphazard  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  f o r  he s e e k s  an autonomous 
wor ld ,  w h i l e  t h e  world which he a c t u a l l y  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  i s  
s t r a n g e  and o n l y  c a p a b l e  of a r t i c u l a t i o n ,  th rough  t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  poet:. For a l l  t h i s ,  s e e  Z i t t a 1 s  Chapter  I 

"Promethean Impulses ,  pp. 21-35, bu t  e s p e c i a l l y ,  p. 26. 

' '~uoted by M o r r i s  Ka tn ick ,  from Die See1 und d i e  Formen 
pp. 34-35, S o v i e t  Survey , No. 23 ,  Jan-March, 1958. 

131bid . ,  Z i t t a ,  p . 3 3 .  

14  C. F. V i c t o r  Z i t t a ,  p. 34. 

l f ; s e e  The H i s t o r i c a l  Novel - Georg ~ u k ; c s ,  t r a n s l a t e d  by 
Hanna and s t a n l e y  M i t c h e l l  from t h e  German, ~ u k 6 c s T  p r e f a c e  
t o  t h e  E n e l i s h  E d i t i o n  (1.960) p .  13,  p u b l i s h e d  by Werl in  
P r e s s  L td . ,  Great  B r i t a i n ,  1962. 



1 7 ~ h i s  a n a l y s i s  of ~ u k s c s  is  s i m i l a r  .- -. 

of i m a g i n a t i o n .  A p r o c e s s  i n  which t h e  w r i t e r  is  c r e a t i v e  
and n o t  p r i m a r i l y  concerned wi th  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of a c t u a l  
t r u t h  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  e v e n t s ,  a s  i s  t h e  h i s t o r i a n ,  o r  wi th  t h e  
a b s t r a c t  r e l a t i o n s  of i d e a s  and r e a l i t y ,  a s  i s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h e r .  
See F r a n c i s  Connol ly ' s  The Types of  L i t e r a t u r e ,  Harcour t  Brace 

World, I n c . ,  (1955)  p. 3. 

., p. 3 .  Here Connolly makes a  s i m i l a r  p o i n t  w i t h  181bid 
h i s  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  o f  knowledge, a s  a n o t h e r  t y p e .  
Here t h e  r o l e  of t h e  a r t i s t  is i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  of f a c t s ,  i d e a s  
o r  happenings .  T h i s  t y p e  of l i t e r a t u r e  ... a p p e a l s  p r i m a r i l y  
t o  t h e  s e n s e  of r e a s o n  o r  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  I n h e r e n t  i n  t h i s  
n o t i o n  o f  C o n n o l l y f s  is  t h e  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  o f  i n t u i t i o n ,  on 
t h e  p a r t  of t h e  a r t i s t ,  A problem which Luk5cs though t  h e  
had r e s o l v e d  i n  h i s  Geschichte  und Klassenbewuss t se in ,  by h i s  
u s e  of  t h e  d i a l e c t i c ,  But one which Ortega Y. Gasset  and 
Georg Simmel a s  w e l l  a s  Benede t t e  Croce had t o  d e a l  wi th .  
For example, C r t e g a  Y. Gasse t  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  problem of t h e  
r e a l i t y  of a r t  i n  t erms of t h e  removal of t h e  a r t i s t  from 
t h e  r e a l  e v e n t ,  a s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  pure  o b s e r v a t i o n .  
W r i t i n g  o f  t h e  n o v e l  Gasse t  a s s e r t s :  The a u t h o r  must b u i l d  
around u s  a w a l l  w i t h o u t  ch inks  o r  l o o p h o l e s  th rough  which 
we might  c a t c h  from w i t h i n  t h e  n o v e l ,  a g l impse  o f  t h e  o u t s i d e  
world.  See Or tega  Y. Gasse t  The Dehumanization O f  Art And 
Other  W r i t i n g s  On A r t  And C u l t u r e ,  p. 85, p u b l i s h e d ,  Eoubleday 
Anchor Books, 1956. Georg Simmel, t a k i n g  t h e  Kegel ian  c o n c e p t s  
of becoming and b e i n g ,  Simmel i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e  a r t i s t  caught  
most d e e p l y  by l i f e ,  i s  a t  t h e  same t ime  d r i v e n  t o  c r e a t i v e  
fo rmat ion ,  which p u t s  t h e  d u a l i t y  a t  a  new p o i n t  of r e s t ,  no 
l o n g e r  t i e d  t o  t h e  psycholo  i c a l  o r i g i n  of t h e  work. 
See Georg Simmel 1858 - 1 9 1  d : A C o l l e c t i o n  o f  Essays ,  K i t h  
T r a n s l a t i o n s  And A B i b l i o g r a p h y ,  e d i t e d  by Kurt  Wolf, p. 6. 

1 9 2 i t t a ,  op. c i t ,  p. 118. 

'O~e,gel op. c i t  . , The Phenornenolo~y, pp. 80-81. 

"see f o r  example. f o r  t h i s  widely accep ted  c r i t i c i s m  o f  

Marcuse ~ e a s o n  And ~ e v o i u t i o n ;  p. 246;- Marcuse d e c l a r e s  
H e g e l t s  i d e n t i t y  o f  r e a l  and i d e a l  p r e p o s t e r o u s , a n d  
c o n t r a d i ~ t i n ~  some o f  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s - o f  t h e  d i a l e c t i c , i n  
H e g e l f s  own sys tem,  Also Kar l  Lowith From Hegel t o  N i e t z s c h e ,  
op. c i t ,  pp. 162-73. But f o r  a  d e t a i l e d  c r i t i q u e  of  t h e  
Hegel ian  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  system by Kar l  Marx and Enge l s ,  s e e  
The German Ideo logy ,  e d i t e d  by P a s c a l l ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  



P u b l i s h e r s ,  New York, 1965. Also K. Marx1s The Economic And 
P h i l o s o p h i c a l  Manuscr ip t  o f  1844,  t r a n s l a t e d  by Mar t in  
% l l i g a n J  e d i t e d  w i t h  a n  i n t o d u c t i o n  by Dirk J. S t r u i k ,  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P u b l i s h e r s  Co. I n c .  , pp. 170-193 . 

2 2 ~ r e d r i r k  E n g e l s  Ludwig Feuerback And The Outcome O f  
C l a s s i c a l  German P h i l o s o p h ~ ,  e d i t e d  by C. P. Dutt , h t e r n a t i o n a l  
P u b l i s h e r s ,  Co. I n c . ,  1941,  pp. 24-25. 

2 4 ~ o w i t h ,  op. c i t . ,  p. 76. 

2 5 ~ e e  Ludwig Feuerbach,  The Essence O f  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  
t r a n s l a t e d  by G. E l i o t ,  Harper Torchbooks, New York, 1957,  
PP* 244-2450 

2 6 ~ i t t a ,  op. c i t . ,  pp. 32-33. 

2 7 z i t t a ,  op. c i t . ,  p. 33. 

2 8 ~ e e  Kurt  H.  Wolff ( e d i t e d )  The Sociolopy of Georg Simmel, 
Glencoe.. . :  F r e e  P r e s s ,  I l l i n o i s ,  1950, p. 315. a l s o  Wolff 
C o n f l i c t  And The Web Of Group P.ffjZications, Glencoe,  Free  
P r e s s ,  1955,  s e c t i o n  on 1 C o n f l i c ~ ' .  For a  summary of Simmells  
i d e a s  on a l i e n a t i o n  and c o n f l i c t  s e e  E.V. Wal ter  Sirnmells 
Soc io logy  Of Power: The A r c h i t e c t u r e  O f  P o l i t i c s ,  an e s s a y  
i n  Georg Simmel of C o l l e c t i o n  o f  Essavs wi th  t r a n s l a t i o n s  
and a b i b l i o g r a p h y ,  e d i t e d  by Kurt k o l f f ,  Ohio S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1959, pp. 139-166 . 
I n  a n o t h e r  s e c t i o n  of t h e  t h e s i s  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l  s o c i e t y  a s  a  dual i sm i s  more e x t e n s i v e l y  d i s c u s s e d .  
Bere I merely  wish  t o  i n d i c a t e  Lukzcs a s  in f luenced  by t h e  
German schoo l .  

2 9 ~ i t t a  op. c i t .  pp. 153-154; a l s o  p. 160. I n  a . l a t e r  
s e c t i o n  I w i l l  t a k e  up t h i s  d e b a t e  t o  show how Lukacs used 
t h e  above argument in  h i s  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m .  

3 0 ~ a r c u s e ,  op. c i t . ,  pp. 270-273. 

3 1 ~ o r r i s  l!atnick, op. c i t ,  p. 66; s e e  a l s o  Z i t t a ,  op. c i t e  
p. 54. See a l s o  G. ~ u k s c s l  Realism I n  Our Times - (1964)  p.24. 

3 2 ~ ~ a t n i c k  f o r  example t r a c e s  ~ u k z c s  fo rmula t ion  t o  t h e  
i n f l u e n c e  of Emil Lask a t  He ide lbe rg ,  p r i o r  t o  1911. Lask 
had a  semi-phenomenological n o t i o n  of  r e a l  e s s e n c e s ,  b u t  
one which f a c i l i t a t e d  Lukscs l a t e r  s h i f t  t o  Hegelianism. 
Op. c i t ,  pp. 2. 



3 3 ~ a t n i c k ,  op. tit., F. 63. Mannheim himsel f  does  not  
acknowledge t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  ~ u k s c s  on h i s  own e p i s t e n o l g y .  
But Mannheim d o e s  r e c o g n i z e  i n  t h e  concept  of i d e o l o h i e s  
t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s  o f  c l a s s  -- i n  i t s  b r o a d c r  
s e n s e  -- i n t e r e s t s ,  which must d i s t o r t  t h e  a c t u a l i t i e s  of 
s o c i a l  l i f e ,  i f  t h e y  a r e  t o  s e r v e  t h o s e  i n t e r e s t s  e f f e c t i v e l y .  
h'atnick s v g g e s t s  however, t h a t  t h e  consequences of t h i s  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  of s o c i o l o g y  of knowledge, was t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
p a r a l y y i s  o f  t o t a l  s c e p t i c i  srn. For t h e  r a d i c a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n  
of Lukacs o r L g i n a l  s t a t e m e n t  i n  Geschichte  und Klassenbewusst-  
s e i n  was Mannheimfs assumption o f  i n t e r e s t  charged t h i n k i n g  - 9  

as i n h e r e n t l y  d e c e p t i v e .  Th i s  l e d  t o  r e l a t i o n i s m ,  which 
d e s p a i r e d  o f  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of o b j e c t i v e l y  v a l i d  knowledge, 
e x c e p t  i n  t h e  n e u t r a l  f i e l d s  of  s c i e n c e .  

But f u r t h e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of Mannheim 's p o s i t i o n  i n  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  w i l l  be resumed i n  
a  f u r t h e r  s e c t i o n  of t h e  t h e s i s .  
But T.B. Bottomore i n  Kar l  Msr-: E a r l v  W r i t i n g s ,  t r a n s l a t e d  
and e d i t e d  by T.B. Bottomore, i n t r o d u c e d  and forwarded by 
Er ick  Frornm, McGraw-Hill 1964,  makes a  p o i n t  s i m i l a r  t o  
Watnick 's ,  t h a t  Lukscs e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  Marx1s e a r l y  w r i t i n g s ,  
s u g p e s t s  t h a t  Marx 's  t h e o r y  h a s  t h e  r e l a t i v i s t i c  c h a r a c t e r  of  
a l l  h i s t o r i c a l  t h o u g h t .  He a l s o  n o t e s  t h a t  V~rcuse ' sReason 
And Revo lu t ion  a l l u d e s  t o  t h i s  f a c t  a s  w e l l .  But Bottomore - 
n e g l e c t s  t o  mention a )  t h a t  ~ u k s c s  came t o  r e j e c t  Gesch ich te  
und Klassenbewuss t se in  l a t e r  i n  h i s  c a r e e r ,  a s  both  Z i t t a  and 
Watnick ' a b m r - ~ h a t  even d i s r e g a r d i n g  Lukscs s t a t ement  i n  
l a t e r  works on c l a s s  consc iousness  and t h e  d i a l e c t i c  a s  a  
method, h i s  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m s  remain v a l i d .  

3 4 ~ i t t a ,  op. c i t . ,  pp. 140-14?, s u g g e s t s  t h a t  it was n o t  s o  
much t h e  c o n t e n t  of a t t a c k s  on Marxism a s  t h e  j e a l o u s y  of 
B e l l a  Kun, and t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  Hungarian Conmunist P a r t y  
t h a t  caused t h e  a t t a c k s  on Luk'acs. I n  f a c t  Z i t t a  s u g p e s t s  
t h a t  Lukzcs mag have been appeal in^ t o  t h e  Commintern i n  h i s  
book. Z i t t a  a l s o  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  it i s  Thomas Mann 's exposure  
of Lttkzcs p e r s o n a l i t y  i n  The Ma i c  Mountain which s t i m u l a t e d  
h i s  r e t r e a t  from h i s  e a r l i e r  *o-43). 

3 5 ~ i t t a ,  op. c i t . ,  p. 197. 

I . ,  p. 199. 

37hra tn ick ,  op. c i t . ,  pp. 79-80. P a r t  IV of t h e  Biogrzphy.  

j g ~ .  Lukgcs Die Theor ie  d e s  Romans, Z e r t s c h i e f t  f u r  
A e s t h e t i k  und A l l ~ e m e i n e  Kur-is twzssenschiaft ,  Bd.  X I ,  Heft 3 ,  - 
l9=, p. 237. Quoted i n  Morr i s  w a t n i c k ,  S o v i e t  Survey 23 ,  
( January  - March, 1958) p .  61. 



CHAPTER V 

T r u t h  soon changes by d o m e s t i c a t i o n  
i n t o  power; and from d i r e c t i n g  i n  t h e  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and a p p r a i s a l  o f  t h e  
f i o d u c t ,  becomes i n f l u e n c i v e  i n  t h e  
p roduc t ion .  To admire on p r i n c i p l e  
i s  t h e  o n l y  way t o  i m i t a t e  wi thou t  
l o s s  o f  o r i g i n a l i t y . l  

(Samuel Tay lo r  C o l e r i d  ,e 
'Biographia L i t e r a r i a .  7 

A s  we saw i n  t h e  l a s t  c h a p t e r  t h e  c e n t r a l  f o c u s  f o r  

L U C ~ ~ .  ph i losophy  of l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  i n  Gesch ich te  und 

Klassenbewuss t se in  was t h a t  r e a l i t y  could  o n l y  be s e i z e d  and -- 
p e n e t r a t e d  a s  a  t o t a l i t y .  And o n l y  a  s u b j e c t  which i t s e l f  

i s  a t o t a l i t y  i s  c a p a b l e  o f  t h i s  p e n e t r a t i o n . 2  Gesch ich te  

und K l a s s e n b e ~ u s s t s e i n  can be  seen  a s  emphasizing human 

a c t i o n  i n  a  p e r i o d  o f  working c l a s s  advance. The problem 

whether  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  became f o r  Lukecs an a l t e r n a t i v e  

t o  compl iance ,  d e f e n s e  o f ,  o r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  S t a l i n i s t  p o l i t i c s  

is not  a s  r e l e v a p t  i n  t e r m s  of our  d i s c u s s i o n  f o r  t h e  impor- 

t a n c e  o f  Lukgcsl work. 

What Luk'acs con t inued  t o  emphasize i n  h i s  w r i t i n g s  

a f t e r  1925 i s  t h a t  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  t o t a l i t y ,  t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  

f e a t u r e  of t h e  whole o v e r  t h e  p a r t s  i s  t h e  e s s e n c e  of  t h e  

method which Masx t o o k  from Hegel. Having argued v i g o  r o u s l y  

f o r  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  method a s  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  ep i s t emology  

adequa te  f o r  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  economic, j u s t  a s  w e l l  a s  



l i t e r a r y  development ,  ~ u k i c s  would l i k e l y  r e s e n t  a  d i s c u s s i o n  

of h i s  t h e o r y  of l i t e r a t u r e  i n  te rms o f  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  n o t i o n  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  an  e a r l i e r  c h a p t e r .  But I t h i n k  t h i s  i s  v a l i d  

if it a i d s  o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of what ~ u k d c s  was a r g u i n g  

a g a i n s t .  The key - t e rms  of d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  t h e o r y  

of l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  f u n c t i o n ,  i s  t o  e x p l a i n  i n  

s o c i a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  t e r m s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n d i v i d u a l  o n e s ,  t h e  

q u a l i t y  and g r e a t n e s s  of l i t e r a t u r e ,  a s  w e l l  e s  i t s  s t y l e ,  

c o n t e n t  and forms. How can Lukscs '  method be seen  a s  t h e  more 

a d e q u a t e  a n a l y s i s  i n  t e r m s  of t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  when t h e  concept  

of  t o t a l i t y  a p p e a r s  s o  nebu lous  a t  f i rs t  ? 

~ u k 2 c s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  achievement of  such a 

t o t a l i t y  demands t h e  t r anscendence  of i n d i v i d u a l i s m .  On t h e  

one hand,  a n  i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  whether  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by  t h e  

i s o l a t e d  c a p i t a l i s t  o r  fragmented worker ,  o r  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r  

the somewhat p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  of a c t i o n  a l b e i t  

i n d i v i d u a l  symbolic  o n e s ,  f i x a t e d  on a neo-Freudian sys tem,  

Such a s  Kenneth Burke ' s  system. For t h i s  kind of c r i t i c a l  

System s e e s  t h e  world a s  s u b j e c t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  a d e s t i n y  

beyond t h e i r  c o n t r o l .  Burke 's  symbolic  a c t i o n ,  though admit -  

ting o f  p u b l i c  c o n t e n t ,  i s  c o n c r e t i z e d  o n l y  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  

s t r a t e g i e s . l  Even if we r e g a r d  Burke 's  work a s  t h e  most 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  c r i t i c a l  system developed o u t s i d e  of  t h e  N a r x i s t  

sys tem,  h i s  d r a m a - t i s t i c  pentad is o p e r a t i o n a l  o n l y  when we 

s e l e c t  one or two c h a r a c t e r s  from a  l i t e r a r y  work and a n a l y s e  

them a g a i n s t  a  t 'scenelt o r  n a r r a t i v e  background of a benevo len t  

b u t  unchanging s o c i a l  environment .  4 



On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  Lukics  was a l s o  a r g u i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n d i v i d -  

u a l i s m  o f  e a r l y  S t a l i n i s t  s o c i a l i s t  r e a l i s m ,  which t ended  

t o  deve lop  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  Union. Here t h e  forms of  a c t i o n  were 

on t h e  h e r c i c  p r o l e t a r i a n  worker ,  a r d  a  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s m  which 

s t r e s s e d  t h e  primacy of t h e  economic environment i n  t h e  

n a r r a t i v e  .) Makine a  guarded ,  b u t  n o n e t h e l e s s  p o i g n s n t  a t t a c k  

on t h e  economic n a t u r a l i s m  of much l i t e r a t u r e  o f  S t a l i n t s  day ,  

~ u k G c s  s t a t e s :  

I n  t h e  i l l u s t r s t i v e  l i t e r a t u r e  of S t a l i n l s  day 
r e a l i s m  was supp lan ted  by an o f f i c i a l l y  
p r e s c r i b e d  n a t u r a l i s m ,  combined w i t h  a  s o  
c a l l e d  r e v o l u t i o n z r y  romant ic ism,  o f f i c i a l l y  
p r e s c r i b e d  l i k e w i s e .  On t h e  l e v e l  of a b s t r a c t  
t h e o r y ,  no doub t ,  i f  nowhere e l s e ,  n a t u r a l i s m  
was c o n t r a s t e d  i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s  w i t h  r e a l i s m .  
But t h i s  a b s t r a c t  i d e a  could  be c l o t h e d  i n  
f l e s h  and blood on ly  by be ing  s e t  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  
t o  t h e  " i l l u s t r a t i v e  l i t e r a t u r e " ;  f o r  i n  p r a c t i c e  
t h e  m a n i p u l a t o r s  of l i t e r a t u r e  denounced a l l  
f a c t s ,  n o t  i n  accordance  w i t h  government 
r e g u l a t i o n s  -- though they  denounc d no o t h e r  
k i n d s  of f a c t s  a s  v n a t i o n a l i s t i c . w  % 

Given t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  Lukzcs s u g g e s t s  t h a t  f o r  t h e  

c r e a t i v e  w r i t e r  t a k i n g  e i t h e r  o f  t h e  two sugges ted  p o s i t i o n s ,  

a c t i o n  i s  o n l y  p o s s i b l e  i f  such a  w r i t e r  a c c e p t s  t h e  laws of 

s o c i e t y  a s  n n a t u r a l  l a w s n ,  cr i f  he r e t r e a t s  i n t o  a  p u r e l y  

e t h i c a l  p o s i t i o n .  A s  a  p o l i t i c a l  r i d e r ,  Lukics  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  

t h e  working c l a s s  if organ ized  i n  a  form cor respond ing  t o  i t s  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  i s  a b l e  t o  overccme such f a l s e  d icho tomies  a s  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  s o c i e t y ,  e t h i c s  and s c i e n c e  ; t h e o r y  and p r a c t i c e ,  

and s o  on. 

According t o  ~ u k i c s ,  both  v u l p r  IiIarxism and t h e  

bourgeoi:  t r a d i t i o n  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  have converged i n  t a k i n g  a  



one s i d e d  view. They have a t t empted  t o  s i t u a t e  works of l i t e r -  

a t u r e  w i t h i n  a  s o c i a l  h i s t o r i c a l  t o t a l i t y ,  bu t  have n o t  s t u d i e d  

t h e  way i n  which t h e  w r i t e r  c r e a t e s  a  t o t a l i t y  w i t h i n  h i s  works. 

h k e c s '  p e r c e p t i o n  i n  t e r m s  of t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  t h e o r y  t h e n ,  i s  

t h a t  t h e  w r i t e r  is no t  s imply  t h e  p r o d u c t ,  does  n o t  s imply  

r e f l e c t  h i s  age, ,  b u t  s e e k s  t o  comprehend it* 

It was Luk5cs1 need t o  comprehend which gave  r i s e  

i n  h i s  e a r l y  work t o  a concern wi th  form. With t h e  development 

c o n t r a s 5 s  t h e  modern a g e  wi th  what he c a l l s  t h e  "c losed  c i v i -  

l i z a t i o n s "  of Greece and medieval  C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  a world l e s s  

r i c h  t h a n  o u r  own; b u t  l e s s  p rob lemat ic  because of t h e  over-  

riding s e n s e  o f  t o t a l i t y .  To t h i s  age  be longs  t h e  e p i c .  

Some o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  known e p i c s  a r e  t h e  works of t h e  c l a s s i c a l  

Greeks,  Homer a n d  V i r g i l  o r  t h e  l a t e r  works of Mil ton .  I n  i t s  

e a r l i e r  form ~ u k z c s  views t h e  e p i c  a s  h i g h l y  d e s c r i p t i v e  i n  

s t y l e ,  drawing t h e  e n t i r e  s o c i a l  environment.  A kind o f  h i s -  

t o r i c a l  i l l u s i o n  a s  it were ,  i n  which men a r e  a c t i n g ,  b u t  t h e  

S t r u c t u r e ,  t h e  d e f i n i t e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r s  remains  

vague. With t h e  c o l l a p s e  of t h i s  c l o s e d  world t h e  e p i c  form 

changed. But what Lukzcs a t t e m p t s  i s  n o t  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  

a r t i s t i c  t y p e s  cor respond ing  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  development ,  which 

emerge, deve lop  and d i s i n t e g r a t e  i n  some o r g a n i c  f a s h i o n ,  8 

The next dominant t y p e  of  l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  drama, 

a r o s e  out  of  t h e  e p i c  world. ~ u k g c s  conce ives  of t h e  c l a s s i c a l  

drama a s  a r i s i n g  o u t  of t h e  h i s t o r i c e l  growth of  s o c i a l  



a n t a g o n i s n s  i n  l i f e ,  which produces b o t h  t r a g e d y  a s  t h e  g e n r e  

of p o r t r a y e d  c o n f l i c t ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s a t i r e  o r  comedy. Comedy 

i n  t h e  Greek t r a d i t i o n ,  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  domain of everyday 

r e a l i t y ,  o f  peop le  " i n f e r i o r  t o  ourse lves . "  

The nove l  i n  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  form i s  a l s o  f o r  L U ~ ~ C S  

a descendan t  of $he drama, It r e a l l y  emerged i n  t h e  s e v e n t e e n t h  

and e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  b u t  took i t s  s p e c i f i c  form a s  t h e  

b o u r g e o i s  n o v e l ,  d u r i n g  and a f t e r  t h e  French Revolut ion .  Wal te r  

S c o t t ,  whom ~ u k g c s  s e e s  a s  p e r f e c t i n g  t h e  e a r l y  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of 

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l ,  i s  seen  a s  providing a new concep t ion  of 

r e a l i t y ,  which is c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  novel .  The 

n o v e l ,  l i k e  t h e  e p i c ,  a t t e n p t s  t h e  p o r t r a y a l ,  p r e s e n t s a  t o t a l  

r e a l i t y .  But t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  o u t e r  o b j e c t i v e  world a r e  

drawn i n  t h e  c o n t e x  of  t h e  i n n e r  l i f e  of man. The nove l  

c r e a t e s  a  c o n t e n t  and form f o r  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of h i s t o r i c a l l y  

immanent p r o b l e n s  i n  s o c i e t y .  And s i n c e  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  

t h e  French R e v o l u t i o n  i s  t h e  breakdown o f  f e u d a l  s o c i a l  s t r u c -  

t u r e  and t h e  emergence of t h e  bourgeo i s ,  t h e n  c a p i t a l i s t  

s o c i e t y  i s  t h e  re fo rmat ion  of new c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  and so on ;  

t h e  European c r i t i c s  tended t o  d e f i n e  t h e  nove l  a s  a  g e n r e  i n  

i t s  b o u r g e o i s  form, i n  t e r m s  of i t s  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h i s  r e a l i t y .  

Both t h e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  and t h e  n a r r a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  

a r t  form, a r e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  s p e c i f i c ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  

c o n f l i c t s  and s t r u c t u r a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  of t h i s  epoch t ended  

t o  r e f l e c t  themse lves  i n  t h e  novel .  

REALISM ANC L U K ~ C S ~  COKCEPT OF TOTALITY 

If ~ u k s c s '  e a r l y  work i s  connected t o  h i s  l a t e r  works,  



a c l e a r  b i a s  emerges,  i n  which he t r a c e s  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  

l i t e r a r y  t y p e s  --such a s  t h e  above t h r e e  -- which c o i n c i d e  w i t h  

t h e  development  and e v o l u t i o n  o f  Greek c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  LU&S 

d o e s  n o t  t o l e r a t e  any n o t i o n  o f  a  h i s t o r y  of though t  i n  t h e  

~ u k s c s '  pe r spec t?ve  i n  t h i s  c o n t e x t  with' t h a t  of t h e  E n g l i s h  

h r x i s t  C h r i s t o p h e r  Caudwell. The l a t t e r  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  

Lukscs s e e s  t h e  s o u r c e s  of p o e t r y  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  and l i t e r a t u r e  

i n  g e n e r a l ,  n o t  so  much i n  Greek though t  and ~ h i l o s o ~ h ~  , b u t  

in "Heightened" l anguage  and r e l i g i o n ,  Caudwell s t a t e s  i n  

h i s  c h a p t e r  'The B i r t h  Of poetry:  ( ~ l l u s i o n  And R e a l i t y ) :  

R e l i g i o n  spoke always i n  rhythm o r  me t re ,  and 
j u s t  a s  t h e  e p i c  grew out  of  p o e t i c  theogony 
g l o r i f y i n p  a r i s t o c r a t i c  h i s t o r y ,  so  t h e  e a r l y  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  r i t u a l ,  c a s t  i n  m e t r i c a l  form, 
became t h e  Athenian t r a g e d y  and comedy, and 
f i n a l l y ,  a f t e r  v a r i o u s  v i c i s s i t u d e s ,  s u r v i v e s  
a s  p o e t i c a l  drama t o d a y  i n  opera  and t h e  
Chr is tmas  pantomine. ... The form p e c u l i a r  
t o  p o e t r y  i n  a  c i v i l i z e d  a g e ,  i . e . ,  t h e  
p r i m i t i v e  form of a l l  l i t e r a t u r e .  A 
c o n s i d e r a t i o ~  of p o e t r y  must t h e r e f o r e  be 
fund e n t a l  f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of l i t e r a r y  
a r t .  18 

E r n s t  F i s c h e r  t o o ,  i n  h i s  broad panoramic a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  w r i t t e n  word, t r a c e s  i t s  s o u r c e s ,  n o t  t o  t h e  

Greeks ,  b u t  t o  p r i m i t i v e  man and t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  c o n c e p t u a l i z e  

o b j e c t s  o f  n a t u r e .  A n e c e s s i t y  which r e s t e d  i n  i m i t a t i o n  and 

of t h e  o r i g i n  o f  forms i n  Greek s o c i e t y .  F i s c h e r  s t a t e s  

in h i s  f irst  c h a p t e r  on The Funct ion  o f  Art: 

Archa.eologica1, e t h n o l o g i c a l ,  and c u l t u r a l  



d i s c o v e r i e s  no l o n g e r  a l l o w  u s  t o  a c c e p t  
c l a s s i c a l  Greek a r t  a s  be longing t o  
chi1dhood.n On t h e  c o n t r a r y  we s e e  i n  
it something r e l a t i v e l y  l a t e  and mature ,  
and i n  i t s  p e r f e c t i o n  i n  t h e  age  of 
P e r i c l e s  we d e t e c t  h i n t s  of t h e  decadence 
and d e c l i n e  , I 2  

In c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  broad p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t h e  panoramic s t y l e  o f  - 
E r n s t  F i s c h e r ,  LukZcs proposes  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  one. A 

P e r s p e c t i v e  based on t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  t h r e e  

b a s i c  i n f l u e n c e s  on t h e  modern bourgeo i s  n o v e l ,  t h e  e p i c ,  t h e  

drama and t h e  c l a s s i c a l  nove l ,  He e x p l a i n s  i n  t h e  forward 

t o  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Novel t h e  reason  f o r  t h i s  approach,  and t h e  

b a s i c  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  " r e a l  spade workT1 f o r  a comple t e  

h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  developments  l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  contem- 

p o r a r y  n o v e l ,  h a s  not  been a d e q u a t e l y  done s o  far .13  The 

t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  developed i n  t h i s  work i s  compat ib le  

w i t h  h i s  e a r l i e r  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  novel :  

The n o v e l  i s  t h e  e p i c  of a  t ime  when t h e  
e x t e n s i v e  t o t a l i t y  o f  l i f e  i s  no l o n g e r  
immedia te ly  g i v e n ,  o f  a  t ime  f o r  which 
t h e  immanence of  meaning t o  l i f e  h a s  
become a problem, b u t  which noneth , p %  
h a s  n o t  ceased  t o  aim a t  t o t a l i t y .  

In ~ u k s c s  e a r l y  work t h e r e  i s  no a t t e m p t  t o  connect  

t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of t o t a l i t y  of consc iousness  w i t h  t h e  

s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  and economic forms of c a p i t a l i s m ,  however. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Lukscs had t a k e n  a n  impor tan t  s t e p  towards  a 

d i a l e c t i c a l  concept  o f  t o t a l i t y  i n  consc iousness  -- what h i s  

p p i l  Lucien Goldmann t e rms  c o l l e c t i v e  group c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

group v i s i o n .  A c c n c e p t  f i rs t  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  used 



by ~ u k s c s ,  and p r e v i o u s l y  by D i l t h e y ,  though i n  an i a p r e c i s e  

manner. 

w o r l d  v i s i o n  i s  a t e rm f o r  t h e  whole complex 
of i d e a s ,  a s p i r a t i o n s  and f e e l i n g s  which 
l i n k  t o g e t h e r  t h e  members o f  a  s o c i a l  group 
( a  g roup  which i n  most c a s e s  assumes t h e  
e x i s t e n c e  of a  s o c i a l  c l a s s  ). - 

I n d i v i d u a l  w r i t e r s  and p h i l o s o p h e r s  may e x p r e s s  t h i s  v i s i o n ,  

On an  i m a g i n a t i v e  and c o n c e p t u a l  p lane .  Coldmann, l i k e  ~ u k s c s ,  

s e e s  any g r e a t  l i t e r a r y  and a r t i s t i c  work a s  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of 

a world  v i s i o n .  T h i s  v i s i o n  is  t h e  product  of a  c o l l e c t i v e  

Rroup c o n s c i o u s n e s s  which r e a c h e s  i t s  h i g h e s t  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  

mind o f  a  p o e t  o r  t h i n k e r .  l5 Nethodo log ica l ly  speak ing  what 
4 

Lukacs s a y s  o n l y  i m p l i c i t l y ,  b u t  what i s  made e x p l i c i t  i n  

Goldmann's a n a l y s i s , i s  something of g r e a t  s o c i o l o g i c a l  impor- 

t a n c e ,  first d i s c o v e r e d  by Emile Durkheim, thouph n o t  purged 

of i t s  p o s i t i v i s t i c  i m p l i c a t i o n s .  And t h a t  i s  t h a t  b o t h  

p o s i t i v i s m  and empi r i c i sm,  vh ich  a r e  opposed t o  d i a l e c t i c a l  

t h o u g h t ,  p resuppose  t h a t  a t  any g iven  moment i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t h e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  amount of d e f i n i t e l y  a c q u i r e d  

knowledge, from which s c i e n t i f i c  though t  moves fo rward ,  i n  a  

more o r  l e s s  s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  w i t h o u t  be ing  normal ly  o b l i g e d  t o  

keep r e t u r n i n g  t o  problems a l r e a d y  so lved .  R a t i o n a l i s m ,  

because  it assumes t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  i n n a t e  and immedia te ly  

a c c e s s i b l e  i d e a s  and empir ic ism by i t s  r e l i a n c e  upon senszi t ion 

o r  p e r c e p t i o n  f a i l  t o  s e e  t h a t  i d e a s  a r e  on ly  a  p a r t i a l  a s p e c t  

of a l e s s  a b s t r a c t  r e a l i t y :  t h a t  of t h e  whole l i v i n g  man. 16 

We can s e e  from t h e  f o r e g o i n g  a n a l y s i s  t h e n  t h a t  



g i v e n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  development and c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of i u k ~ c s '  

t h o u g h t ,  fo rms  of l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  h i s  e a r l y  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of a r t .  ~ u k g c s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  by t h e  

t ime  o f  t h e  prominence of t r a g e d y  t h e r e  developed a  p h i l o -  

s o p h i c a l  a l i e n a t i o n  with r i g i d  o p p o s i t i o n  of meaning and 

b e i n g  conf ined  b'y t h e  t r anscendence  o f  p j .a tonic  though t .  The 

P e r i o d  o f  prominence of t r a g e d y  was one conc lud ing  t h e  age  

of Homeric e p i c  forms,  when t h e  c o n t e n t  of communicated 

l i t e r a t u r e  w i t h e r e d .  This  marked a  dichotomy i n  t h e  t o t a l i t y  

of p h i l o s o p h i c a l  though t  and a r t i s t i c  e x p r e s s i o n  -- a  r i g i d  

s e p a r a t i o n  i n  man's consc iousness ,  n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  expressed  

between man's c o n c r e t e  s i t u a t i o n  and man's p o t e n t i a l . 1 7  Also 

Lukzcs e x p r e s s e d  t h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  a s  a  k ind  of h i s t o r i c a l  

i n e v i t a b i l i t y ,  b u t  one which from t h e n  on,  expressed  i t s e l f  

i n  men's l i t e r a r y  concerns .  I n  h i s  l a t e r  w r i t i n g s ,  however, 

a more s y s t e m a t i c  and l e s s  m y s t i f i e d  e x p l a n a t i o n  emerges. 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  r e v e a l s  a c e r t a i n  c o n s i s t e n c y  

w i t h  h i s  e a r l i e r  w r i t i n g s  -- t h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c l e a r  i n  

The H i s t o r i c a l  Novel and Realism I n  Our Time. The concept  

of r e a l i s m  i s  lodged i n  t h e  t o t a l i t y  of form, and t h e  former  

concept  is c l a r i f i e d ,  so  t h a t  L U ~ ~ C S  s e e s  t h e  whole, not  j u s t  

a s  t h e  sum of t h e  p a r t s ,  b u t  a s  determinine:  t h e  p a r t s .  

M e t h o d o l o g i c a l l y ,  r e a l i s m  i s  n o t  achieved by accumula t ion  of 

f a c t u a l  d e t a i l s ,  b u t  by t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a  s t r u c t u r e  which 

a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  l i t e r a r y  and s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  e x i s t e n c e  -- which i n  t u r n  

g i v e s  p l a c e  and meaning t o  e v e r y  d e t a i l .  



The concept  of t o t a l i t y  h a s  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  m ~ a n i n g s .  

F i r s t ,  t h e  t o t a l i t y  of h i s t o r y  and h i s t o r i c a l  movement. T h i s  

is  i n  c o n t r a d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  t h e  u n i l i n e a r ,  mono-causal movement 

of s a y  e v o l u t i o n a r y  t h e o r y  inan th ropo logy ,  a  l o t  of which 

F i s c h e r  u s e s  u n q u e s t i o n i n g l y .  Secondly,  t h e  t o t a l i t y  of - 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and c o n c r e t e  e x i s t e n c e ,  f o r  example, t h e  r e l a t i o n  

of t h e  n o v e l  t o  t h e  French Revolut ion  and po lemica l  d e b a t e s  

o v e r  t h e  comprehension of s o c i a l  change. And f i n a l l y ,  t h e  

t o t a l i t y  of  form and c o n t e n t  i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  I n  t h e  c h a p t e r  

e n t i t l e d f t R e i f i c a t i o n  and t h e  consc iousness  of t h e  P r o l e t a r i a t ,  

i n  H i s t o r y  And C l a s s  Consciousness,  ~ u k s c s  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  a s p e c t  

of c o n c r e t e  e x i s t e n c e  i n  h i s  second c a t e g o r y  of t o t a l i t y .  He 

s u g g e s t s  : 

The p r o c e s s  o f  l a b o u r  i s  fragmented i n  
a n  e v e r  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o p o r t i o n ,  i n t o  
a b s t r a c t l y  r a t i o n a l  p a r t i a l  o p e r a t i o n s ,  
and t h i s  d i s r u p t s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e  
worker  t o  t h e  product  a s  a  t o t a l i t y ,  
and r e d u c e s  h i s  l a b o u r  t o  a  s p e c i a l  
f u n c t i o n  r e p e a t i n g  i t s e l f  mechanica l ly .19  

What ~ u k a c s  a t t e m p t s  t o  demons t ra te  h e r e  is t h a t  t h e  fragrnen- 

t a t i o n  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  l e a d s  t o  t h e  a l i e n a t i o n  of man, and t o  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a l i e n a t i o n ,  one a s p e c t  of t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  which 

i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  n o v e l s  of modern bourgeo i s  s o c i e t y ,  i t s e l f  

a n  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o c e s s  of a l i e n a t i o n  o f  

contemporary c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  It i s  p a r t l y  because  of  

t h e s e ,  a r g u e s  ~ u k z c s ,  t h a t  we have f a l s e  d icho tomies  such a s  

r e a s o n  v e r s u s  f e e l i n g .  

How t h e n ,  does  ~ u k l c s  connect  t h e  t h r e e  c a t e g o r i e s  



of t o t a l i t y ,  and how do t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  h i s  l a t e r  f o r m u l a t i o n  

of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l ?  One of t h e  fundamental  f e a t u r e s  o f  

Lukscs ph i losophy  of l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m ,  i n  i t s  r e l a t i o n  t o  

h i s  s u b s t a r l t i v e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and e m p i r i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  i s  t h a t  

he  makes a  c l e a r  d i s t i n c t i o n  between d e s c r i p t i o n  ( b e s c h r e i b e n )  
t i  

and n a r r a t i o n  ( = r z a h l e n ) .  And i n  h i s  polemical  d i s c u s s i o n s  

t h e  two methods a r e  d i a l e c t i c a l l y  opposed -- because  t h e  

meaning 0-f l i t e r a t u r e  is posed i n  t e r m s  of i t s  t o t a l i t y ,  i t s  

i n n e r  coherence ,  s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and how it p o r t r a y s  what 

it p o r t r a y s .  As a preemptory i l l u s t r a t i o n  which pe rvades  a l l  

of h i s  t r a n s l a t e d  works,  ~ u k z c s  a s s e r t s  t h a t  Wal ter  S c o t t  and 

Honore Ba lzac  n a r r a t e ,  t h a t  i s ,  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  s o c i a l  l i f e  

r e a l i s t i c a l - l y ,  i n  t e r m s  of t h e  form of l i t e r a t u r e  co r respond ing  

t o  t h e i r  s o c i a l  epoch. They c r e a t e  t y p i c a l  c h a r a c t e r s  and 

s i t u a t i o n s  r e v e a l i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f o r c e s ,  i n  t h e i r  contem- 

pora.ry f a c e t s .  The n a t u r a l i s t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, d e s c r i b e  

in uncombined, u n s e l e c t e d  d e t a i l s ,  u n h i s t o r i c a l  c o n s t e l l a t i o n s ,  

i n  which c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  and so r e a l i s t i c a l l y  

d i s t o r t e d  i n  p r e s e n t a t i o n  and n a r r a t i v e  d e t a i l .  L a t e r  contem- 

p o r a r y  b o u r g e o i s  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  

t h i s .  But u n d e r l y i n g  both  p o s i t i o n s  a r e  n o t  s imply f o r m a l i s t i c  

s t y l i z e d  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  b u t  r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  i d e o l o g i c a l  and 

h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s .  20 
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To r e t u r n  t o  o u r  problem of ~ u k g c s '  concept  o f  

t o t a l i t y  of h i s t o r i c a l  movement, a s  one a s p e c t  of h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  



h k z c s  s e e s  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  and p h i l o s o p h e r ' s  view of t h e  ~ o r l d ,  

t h e i r  we l t anshaUunp ,as  it were, a s  u n d e r l y i n g  t h e i r  works. 

There  a r e  two assumpt ions  which a r e  r e l a t e d  and which concern  

us h e r e .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  f o r  ~ u k s c s ,  a s  f o r  h i s  e a r l i e s t  predc-  

c e s s o r  A r i s t o t l e ,  man i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  "zoon p o l i t i k o o n n  a 

s o c i a l  a n i m a l .  T h i s  i s  t h e  b a s i c  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  of any  

r e a l i s t  o u t l o o k .  Given t h i s  view, f o r m a l i s t i c  ~ h i l o s o ~ h ~ ,  

j u s t  a s  i t s  c o r r e l a t e  formal  s t y l e s ,  cannot  be r e g a r d e d  2s 

k p r i o r i  - c a t e g o r i e s ,  from which we a n a l y s e  s o c i a l - h i s t o r i c a l  

l i f e .  R a t h e r  p h i l o s o p h i e s ,  l i k e  fo rmal  s t y l e s ,  t y p e s  and 

g e n r e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  a r e  r o o t e d  i n  s p e c i f i c  epochs of s o c i a l  

development and cannot  be  u s e f u l l y  a b s t r a c t e d  from t h e s e  

b a s e s .  A s  ~ u k 5 c s  s t a t e s :  

Content  d e t e r m i n e s  form, But t h e r e  is no 
c o n t e n t  o f  which Man h imse l f  i s  not t h e  f o c a l  
p o i n t .  However v a r i o u s  t h e  donnkes of l i t e r -  
a t u r e ,  t h e  b a s i c  q u e s t i o n  is  and s t i l l  remains :  
what i s  ~ a n . 2 1  

Thus t h e  human s i g n i f i c a n c e  of l i t e r a t u r e ,  i t s  s t y l e s  and t h e  

p r e v a i l i n g  p h i l o s o p h i e s  cannot  be s e p a r a t e d  from t h e i r  s o c i a l  

environment .  For  t h i s  i s  t h e  c o n t e x t  i n  which t h e y  were 

c r e a t e d .  22 

I n  o r d e r  t o  e l a b o r a t e  on h i s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  

a n a l y s i s  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  drama came a f t e r  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e p i c ,  

f irst  c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  i n  Greek a r t ;  L U ~ ~ C S  p r o v i d e s  two l e v e l s  of 

a n a l y s i s .  On one l e v e l ,  ~ u k g c s  a t t e m p t s  a s y n c p s i s  of a t h e o r y  

o f  o u r  knowledge of r e a l i t y ,  and man's Ways of c o n c e p t u a l i z i n g ,  

comprehending and changing t h a t  r e a l i t y .  On a n o t h e r  l e v e l ,  



h k d c s  u s e s  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  t o  show t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r o o t s  o f  t h e  

contemporary b o u r g e o i s  nove l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  e p i c ,  i n  drama and 

t h e  advancements  on them. The first l e v e l  of e x p l a n a t i o n  though 

d i s t i n c t  faom, i s  v i t a l  t o  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  second 

l e v e l  of  a n a l y s i s .  

~ u k g c s  a s s e r t s  t h a t  r e a l ,  s u b s t a n t i a l ,  i n f i n i t e  and 

e x t e n s i v e  t o t a l i t y  of l i f e  can o n l y  be reproduced m e n t a l l y  i n  

a  r e l a t i v e  form!23 Th i s  r e l a t i v i t y  however, a c q u i r e s  a  p e c u l i a r  

form i n  t h e  a r t i s t i c  r e f l e c t i o n  of r e a l i t y .  For t o  become a r t  

it must n e v e r  a p p e a r  t o  be r e l a t i v e .  For i n s t a n c e ,  a  p u r e l y  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  r e f l e c t i o n  of f a c t s  o r  laws of o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  

may o p e n l y  admit  t o  t h i s  r e l a t i v i t y ,  i n  f a c t  it must 60 so .  

For i f  any  form of knowledge p r e t e n d s  t o  be  a b s o l u t e ,  t h e r e b y  

i e n o r i n g  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  merely r e l a t i v e ,  t h a t  

i s  t h e  incomple te  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  i n f i n i t y  of o b j e c t i v e  

r e a l i t y ,  it is i n e v i t a b l y  f a l s i f i e d .  But it i s  d i f f e r e n t  w i t h  

a r t ,  f o r  no c h a r a c t e r  can c o n t a i n  t h e  i n f i n i t e  wea l th  of 

f e a t u r e s ,  and of r e a c t i o n s ,  t o  be  found i n  l i f e  i t s e l f .  But 

t h e  n a t u r e  of a r t i s t i c  c r e a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  i n  t h e  a b i l i t y  of 

t h i s  r e l a t i v i t y ,  t o  be p r e s e n t e d ,  be made t o  appear  a s  l i f e  

i t s e l f .  Indeed a r t i s t i c  c r e a t i o n s  may even be h e i g h t e n e d ,  

above t h a t  of a n  i m p e r c e p t i b l e  o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y .  24 1n 

p a s s i n g ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s i g n i f i c a n c e s  f o r  s o c i o l o g y  can be 

a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  of  L U ~ Q C S ~ .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  a l t h o u g h  

Mannheimls s o c i o l o g y  of knowledge h a s  p a r t s  of i t s  r o o t  i n  

~ u k g c s ~  q u a l i f i e d  s t a t e m e n t s  i n  H i s t o r y  And C l a s s  Consciousness ,  

Lukscs made a  s t a t e m e n t  about  t h e  r e a l i t y  of knowledge i n  t e r m s  



of i t s  method. 'What he seems t o  be  s a y i n g  is  n o t  t h a t  o u r  

c o n c e p t i o n  o f  r e a l i t y  and fo rmula t ion  , i n  t h o u g h t ,  and knowl- 

edge i s  r e l a t i v e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  a t t e m p t s  t o  g r a s p  and 

c o n c e p t u a l i z e  s o c i a l  l i f e  cannot  i g n o r e  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  -- he 

does  not  r e c o g n i z e  any knowledge o r  s t a t e m e n t s  a s  Marx i s t  

which i g n o r e s  tc is  t e n e t .  T h i s  i s  a long  wag from i4annheim1s 

P o s i t i o n .  Secondly ,  Lukscs s t a t e m e n t  of r e a l i t y  h a s  a  s t r o n g  

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e n t ,  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a r t .  For a c c o r d i n g  t o  

L ~ k e c s  t h e  a r t i s t i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of r e a l i t y  and i t s  a p p a r e n t  

" l a r g e r  t h a n  l i f e l f  a s p e c t ,  h a s  i t s  r o o t s  i n  t h e  Greek p a s t .  25 

I n  t e r m s  o f  LukgcsT t r e a t m e n t  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

r o o t s  of  t h e  contemporary nove l ,  he h a s  s t a t e d  : 

The g e n e r a l  paradox o f  a r t  i s  sharpened i n  
t h o s e  g e n r e s  which a r e  compelled by t h e i r  
c o n t e n t  and form t o  appear  a s  l i v i n g  images 
of t h e  t o t a l i t  of l i f e .  And t h i s  i s  what 
t r a g e d y  (drama7 and e p i c  must d 0 . ~ 6  

The e f f e c t  of t o t a l i t y  i n  any a r t  i s  dependent on t h e  a r t i s t ' s  

g r a s p  of t h e  i m p o r t a n t  f lnormative connec t ions  of l i f e n ,  t r a n s -  

formed i n t o  t h e  immediacy of t h e  p e r s o n a l  f e a t u r e s  of  a c t u a l  

human b e i n g s .  Form i n  b o t h  e p i c  and t r a g e d y  has  t h e  t a s k  of 

g i v i n g  immediacy t o  t h e  t o t a l i t y ,  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  i n  v a r y i n g  

ways. LukScs d e f i n e s  e p i c  and d ramat ic  form i n  much t h e  same 

way t h a t  Hegel does.  27 I n  Hegel ' s  scheme e p i c  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  

from i t s  e a r l i e s t  days ,  by l l t o t a l i t y  of o b j e c t s t T ;  drama, i n  

c o n t r a s t  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by " t o t a l i t y  of movement.n Both e p i c  

and drana  a r e  a l s o  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a c t i o n .  The e p i c  t h e n  



a u d i e n c e  -- emphasis  mine)  i s  a  c l e a r  concept ion  of men i n  

i n t e r a c t i o n  v;ith t h e i r  s o c i a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  environment .  The 

same is t r u e  of t h e  c l a s s i c a l  e p i c s  of Greek a n t i c p i t y .  A l -  

though t h e s e  were r ra in ly  concerned w i t h  t h e  l i v e s  of gods ,  

k i n g s  and g e n e r a l s .  This  means t h a t  f o r  Hegel,  t h e  e p i c  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  

i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r s  and with t h e i r  environment ,  gave t h e  

e f f e c t  o f  a  t o t a l i t y  of a s t a g e  of h i s t o r i c a l  development.  

The f o u n d a t i o n s  of t h i s  i n t e r a c t i o n ,  t h e  o b j e c t s ,  s o c i a l  and 

n a t u r a l ,  which i n  l i f e  a r e  permanently r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t y  

of men, become i n  e p i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t .  This  g i v e s  

t h e  impress ion  of " t o t a l i t y  of o b j e c t s " .  ~ u k z c s  p u t s  i t  t h u s :  

The demand f o r  a  " t o t a l i t y  of o b j e c t s w  i n  
e p i c  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a  demand f o r  an a r t i s t i c  
image o f  human s o c i e t y  which produces and 
r e p r o d u c e s  i t s e l f  i n  t same way a s  t h e  
d a i l y  p r o c e s s  of  l i f e .  Ba 

Drama on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  a ims a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  i n t e r n a l -  

i t y  of t o t a l  movement, i t  is  an a r t i s t i c  image of human a s p i r a -  

t i o n s  i n  mutual  c o n f l i c t .  It i s  a s  i f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e ,  e x t e r n a l  

f o r c e s  o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  epoch and s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  t h e  breakup 

of t h e  f e u d a l  f ami ly  o r  p o l i t i c a l  system, t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

of t h e  pre-Napoleon French Revolut ion  i n t o  a  bourgeo i s  

democra t i c  o n e ,  a r e  t ransformed i n  such a  way : t h a t  t h e y  

m a n i f e s t  themse lves  i n  t h e  c o l l i d i n g  a c t i o n s  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  

on a d r a m a t i c  s t a g e .  The d r e s s ,  make u p ,  e x t e r n a l  s e t t i n g s  of 

t h e  s t a g e  however,  have no o t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h a n  t h e  working 

ou t  of  t h e s e  c o l l i d i n p  a c t i o n s .  They f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  i n  d i a l o g u e ,  



e f f e c t  and so  on. ~ u k ) a c s  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  economy o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  

of e x t e r n a l  o b j e c t s  -- that, is  t h e  s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r i c a l  s e t t i n g  

of t h e  s t a g e  -- by show in^ t h e  a t  once s p e c i f i c i t y  and g e n e r a l i t y  

of Shakespea re  2 dramas. I n  King L e a r ,  t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  moveaent 

is c e n t r e d  a round  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  Lear  and h i s  d a u g h t e r s ;  

6 1 0 u c e s t e r  and h i s  s o n s ,  and s o  on ,  t h e  i n t e r n a l  r e s o l u t i o n  

of t h e  b reakup  of t h e  f e u d a l  f ami ly .  The s p e c i f i c  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

t h e  d r a m a t i c  c o l l i s i o n s  i n  Lear  s p r i n g  from t h e  w i d e r ,  g e n e r a l  

P r o b l e m a t i c n e s s  of t h e  f e u d a l  f a m i l y .  But t h e  p o r t r a y a l  of 

t h i s  c o l l i s i o n ,  a  n e c e s s a r y  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t ,  i s  reduced  t o  

t h e  t y p i c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  most impor tan t  " a t t i t u d e s  o f  

men", t o  t h o s e  s o c i a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  movements, o u t  of which 

t h e  s p e c i f i c  c o l l i s i o n s ,  such  as  Lea r ,  a r i s e  , and which t h e  

c o l l i s i o n  d i s s o l v e s .  Summarizinp t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  drama, 

a p e r s p e c t i v e  w i t h  a  s e r i o u s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  a d i a l e c t i c a l  

s o c i o l o g y  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between man and s o c i e t y ,  a neces -  

s a r i l y  h i s t o r i c a l ,  s p a t i a l ,  t empora l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  ~ u k g c s  

a s s e r t s  : 

Any f i g u r e ,  any  p s y c h o l c g i c a l  f e a t u r e  of a  
f i g u r e  which g o e s  beyond t h e  d i a l e t i c a l  
n e c s s i t y  o f  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  of t h e  dynamics 
of t h e  c o l l i s i o n ,  must b e  s u p e r f l o u s  from 
t h e  p o i n t  of  view of t h e  drama. Hence, 
Hegel  i s  r i g h t  t o  d e s c r i b e  a  composi t ion  
which r e s o i v e s  i t s e l f  i n  t h i s  way a s  t h e  
t o t a l i t y  o f  movement .29 

I n  ~ u k a / c s f  sys t em t h e n ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y  w i t h  which k e  

is c o n c e r n e d ,  h a s  two a s p e c t s ,  e p i s t e . x o l o g i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g :  

t h e  t o t a l i t y  of  o b j e c t s ,  and  t h e  t o t a l i t y  of movements. I n  

t h e  f o r m e r ,  t h e  t endency  is  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  and 



a n a l y t i c a l ,  s p a t i a l  t e m p c r a l  c o n n e c t i o n s  a r e  drawn i n  fu l J - .  

The r e l a t i o n s  between p a s t  and p r e s e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  p a t t e r n s  

of b e l i e f s ,  p o l i t i c a l  sys t ems ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of p a r t i c u l a r  

e v e n t s ,  wars and s o  on a r e  d e s c r i b e d .  But t h e  n a r r a t o r  

P r e s e n t s  a r e a l i t y  t o  which we r e l a t e  i n  an ' ' a f te r  t h e  f a c t  

manner." I n  t h e  l a t t e r ,  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of what 

is p r e s e n t e d  chanpes ,  f o r  t h e  aud ience .  S p e c i f i c ,  c o n c r e t e  

c o n f l i c t s  which d e r i v e  from t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  of 

t h e  " t o t a l i t y  of o b j e c t s " ,  a r e  drawn and have t o  be r e s o l v e d .  

T h e r e  is economy of d e s c r i p t i o n ,  d e t a i l e d  o b j e c t i v i t y .  I n  

f a c t  e x t e r n a l  o b j e c t s  a r e  o n l y  meaningful  i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h e y  

f u r t h e r  t h e  working  c u t  of human, f i n i t e  c o l l i s i o n s .  The 

a u d i e n c e  r e l a t e s  a t  a d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l  of r e sponse .  To 

a c h i e v e  t h i s  e f f e c t  t h e  e lement  of  " t y p i c a l i t y *  i s  drawn. 

The r i c h n e s s  and  b r e a d t h  of t h i s  t y p i c a l i t y  i s  dependent  on 

t h e  phase  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  development t o  which t h i s  d r a m s t i c  

g e n r e  r e l a t e s  o r  c o r r e s p o n d s ,  on t h e  t o p i c  chosen b y  t h e  

d r a m a t i s t  and h i s  a r t i s t i c  s k i l l .  A t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  uppe r -  

most i n  ~ u k z c s l  mind i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  i s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

of Shakespearean drama r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  

f o r c e s  working ou t  i n  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  day ,  t h e  d e f e a t  o f  t h e  

o l d  f e u d a l  n o b i l i t y ,  t h e  s y n t h e t i c a l  r i s e  of t h e  p r e c u r s o r s  

of e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  E n g l i s h  b o u r g e o i s i e ;  and S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  

a b i l i t y  t o  draw t y p i c a l  c h a r a c t e r s  from a  h i s t o r i c a l  p a s t ,  

d u s t e d  of  t h e i r  u n i q u e  e s o t e r i c  q u a l i t y  and i n f u s e d  w i t h  new 

meanings?  O r  i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  Shcakespearen  drama t o  t h e  

development  of t h a t  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l i s m  ( a  w i l l y  r i i l l y ,  one ) 



one of  c o i n c i d e n c e .  Lukzcs answers t h e  q u e s t i o n  t h u s :  

It i s  c e r t a i n l y  no a c c i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  
l i t e r a t u r e  c o i n c i d e s  wi th  t h e  g r e a t ,  world 
h i s t o r i c a l  changes  i n  human s o c i e t y .  

Hegel saw i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t  of Sophoc lesT  Antigone t h e  c l a s h  o f  

t h o s e  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  which i n  r e a l i t y  l e d  t o  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  

of " p r i r n i t i v e v  forms of s o c i e t y .  Again Aeschylus t  O r e s t e i a  

can be s e e n  a s  t h e  c o l l i s i o n  between t h e  Greek m a t r i a r c h a l  

and p a t r i a r c h a l  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  Lukzcs makes a  s i m i l a r  c a s e  

f o r  t h e  " f lower ing"  of t r a g e d y  d u r i n g  t h e  Renaissance.  But 

t h i s  t i m e  it was t h e  lfworld h i s t o r i c a l  c o l l i s i o n T 1 ,  between 

a d y i n g  f e u d a l i s m  and emergence of bourgeois  and Pre -  

c a p i t a l i s t  c l a s s  s o c i e t y .  ~ u k s c s  concludes  t h a t  if t h e  

s o c i a l  a c a l y s t  , t r a n s l a t e s  t h e  formal  r equ i rements  o f  t h e  

t r a g i c ,  d r a m a t i c  c o l l i s i o n  i n  a  d i a l e c t i c a l  f a s h i o n ,  t h e n  

"One can s e e  i n  them t h e  most h i g h l y  g e n e r a l i z e d  f e a t u r e s  o f  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  l i f e  i t s e l f  reduced t o  t h e  

a b s t r a c t  form o f  movement. ~ 3 0  

But t h e  p r o c e s s e  of t h i s  movement, i t s  a b s t r a c t i o n ,  

i s  q u a l i f i e d  l a t e r  i n  Lukgcs a n a l y s i s ,  f o r  a s  we have s e e n ,  

he a r g u e s  a g a i n s t  a  m e c h a n i s t i c  s t y l i z a t i o n  of a b s t r a c t  form. 

P a r t l y  because ~ u k s c s f  i n t e n t i o n  is  a  d e m y s t i f i c a t i o n  of 

a b s t r a c t  form, b u t ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y  because he i s  opposed t o  t h e  

i n t e l l e c t u a l  i s o l a t i o n  of d ramat ic  c o l l i s i o n s .  S ince  t h e s e  

a r e  mere ly  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  c o n c r e t e  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  

t a k i n g  p l a c e  o r  about t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  There fo re  

i n  t e r m s  of t h e  c o n s i s t e n c y  of L u k ~ c s T  u s e  of t h e  d i a i e c t i c  



a s  a method of a n a l y s i s ,  which s i g n i f i e s  an o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  

e x c e s s i v e  f o c u s s i n g  of  a  d r a m a t i c  s i t u a t i o n  t o  a  s h o r t ,  

t e m p o r a l - s p a t i a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  ~ u k g c s  s u g g e s t s  two f a c t o r s  

which d i a l e c t i c a l l y  r e l a t e  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of t h e  e p i c  t o  

t h e  drama, and s o  v a l i d a t e s ,  i n  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  t h e  n o t i o n s  o f  

t h e  t o t a l i t y  of - h i s t o r y  and h i s t o r i c a l  movement. The f i rs t  

l i n k  ~ u k g c s  t e r m s :  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  of t h e  d r a m a t i c  hero .  

The second,  he  t e r m s ,  t h e  9noment i n  h i s t o r y n ,  o r  t h e  p a r t i n g  

of t h e  ways. We s h a l l  now t u r n  our  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a  b r i e f  a n a l -  

y s i s  of b o t h  n o t i o n s ,  s i n c e  t h e y  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  

s p e c i f i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  of t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  problem of t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  between i n d i v i d u a l s  and t h e  s o c i e t i e s  t o  which t h e y  

belong.  A s  a  l i t e r a r y  phenomenon, t h i s  a s p e c t  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  

Lukscs w i t h  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and t h e o r e t i c a l  ~ x p l a n e t i o n  of 

one way o f  viewing t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between e p i c  and d r a m a t i c  

forms o f  l i t e r a r y  m a t e r i a l .  

The concep t  of " w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l - i n d i v i d u a l "  i s  

t a k e n  from Hegel ,  minus i t s  i d e a l i s t i c  c o n t e n t ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  

t h a t  i n  H e g e l ' s  scheme, t h e  cho ice  o f ,  and a c t i o n s  of i n d i -  

v i d u a l s  a r e  nega ted  a s  we move through t h e  scheme, towards  

t h e  f i n a l  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  d i a l e c t i c  of h i s t o r y ,  t h e  Absolute  

Now, i n  Hege l ' s  a n a l y s i s ,  we saw t h a t  t h e  world 

h i s t o r i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  t h e  g r e a t  human b e i n g s  i n  h i s t o r y ,  

t h e y  a r e  however a g e n t s  of p r o g r e s s .  The ffworld h i s t o r i c a l  

own p a r t i c u l a r  purposes  c o n t a i n  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  

will of  t h e  wor ld  s p i r i t .  But i n  Hegel1s a n a l y s i s ,  h i s  " g r e a t  

menn were Napoleon6 and t h o s e  l i k e  him. They were p e a t  



whether  t h e y  were c o n s c i o u s  o r  o t h e r w i s e  a t  t h e  p e r i o d  of  t h e i r  

a c t i o n s .  T a l c o t t  Pa r sons  h a s  a d e q u a t e l y  summarized t h e  e p i s -  

t e m o l o g i c z l  and s o c i o l o g i c a l  consequence f o r  methodoloey of 

t h i s  a s p e c t  of Hegel ian  t h o u g h t ,  the? "emanation theoryT1 ,  i n  

t e r m s  of t h e  u n i t a r y  W e l t g e i s t ,  f o r  t h e  way i n  which i n d i v i d u a l  

e v e n t s  o r  a c t s - a r e  c o n s t i t u t e d .  j2 Marxls  a n a l y s i s ,  which 

Luk5cs a l s o  draws on ,  modi f i e s  Hegel1s  concept  i n  two nays .  

F i r s t  it d e n i e s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i o n  a s  d e t e r -  

mined i n  t h e  H e e e l i a n  i d e a l i s t i c  s e n s e ,  by s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  

a c t i o n  h a s  consequences  f o r  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  p r o c e s s e s  of s o c i a l  

development .  Secondly ,  because  Marx p laced human a c t i o n  on 

t h e  l e v e l  o f  s o c i a l  g roups ,  c l a s s e s ,  and l e a d e r s h i p s  a s  based 

on c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  r o o t e d  i n  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  r a t h e r  

t h a n  supra-human f o r c e s ,  such a s  "Wel tge is tTt .  Thus we have 

Marx's c l a s s i c  s t a t e m e n t ,  t h a t  "Hegel s t a r t s  from t h e  s t a t e  

and makes man t h e  s u b j e c t i v i z e d  s t a t e ;  democracy s t a r t s  from 

33 ~ u k s c s ,  a t  man and makes t h e  s t a t e  t h e  o b j e c t i v i z e d  man . 
t h i s  p o i n t ,  t a k i n g  a s  h i s  b a s i s  Marx1s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  

problem, a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e  w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l  w i t h  h i s  

supreme involvement  r e p r e s e n t s  a  h igh  p o i n t  d r a m a t i c a l l y  "both 

i n  l i f e  and art.n I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  n a t u r e  and c h a r a c t e r  o f  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p o r t r a y e d  i n  drama i s  a  problem which h i n g e s  

around t h e  c o n c r e t e  a r e a s  i n  l i f e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  i n  which t h e  

d r a m a t i c  development i s  p o s s i b l e .  That i s  t o  say ,  o n l y  t h o s e  

s i t u a t i o n s  which t e n d  towards  drama i n  l i f e  i t s e l f ,  a r e  c z p a b l e  

o f  d r a m a t i c  e x p r e s s i o n .  We t h e r e f o r e  cannot  presume aii e i t h e r  

o v e r  o b j e c t i v e  o r  o v e r  s u b j e c t i v e  c o l l  i s i o n .  ~ u k e c s  e l a b o r a t e s  



t h i s  p o i n t  by a n  a n a l y s i s  of d r a a  from e a r l y  Greek t r a g e d y  and 

UP t o  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  shows t h a t  t h e  w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l  

i n d i v i d u a l  h a s  t o  b e  f u r t h e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  fron; t h e  "dramat ic  

hero."  The "world h i s t o r i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l w  may be  a  c h a r a c t e ~  i n  

a d r a m a t i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  bu t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  hero .  He 

i s  more l i k e l y  to b e  one i n  t h e  e p i c ,  because h e r e  t h e  g e n e r a l -  

i z a t i o n  of  c o n t e n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  p o r t r a y a l  of 

"pub l i c"  f i g u r e s ,  i n  l tpublicn r o l e s .  But e v e r  s i n c e  E u r i p i d e s f  

i n t r o d u c t i o n  of p r i v a t e  l i f e  and everyday manners i n t o  d r a m a t i c  

P r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  t h e  r a n g e  of t y p i c a l  c h a r a c t e r s  h a s  broadened. 

J u s t  a s  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  of t h e  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e s  throughout  

h i s t o r y  have  broadened.  34 S i m i l a r l y  j u s t  a s  t h e r e  a r e  world 

h i s t o r i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  whose l i v e s  c o n t a i n  l i t t l e  p o t e n t i a l i t y  

f o r  drama, s o  t h e r e  a r e  d r a m t i c  h e r o e s ,  f o r  example, i n  modern 

b o u r g e o i s  drama who can h a r d l y  be  c a l l e d  "world h i s t o r i c a l  

i n d i v i d u a l s "  i n  ~ ~ k s ~ ~ f  s e n s e  of t h e  te rm.  Two examples from 

contemporary l i t e r a t u r e  can b e  i l l u s t r a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  

of hk:cst a n a l y s i s .  The f i rs t  i s  Alber t  Camus' c e n t r a l  

c h a r a c t e r  i n  The O u t s i d e r  Meursault .  I n  t h i s  s h o r t  n o v e l ,  

M e u r s a u l t ,  t h e  a b s u r d  man, p e r c e i v e s  t h e  world a s  b e i n g  n o t  

q u i t e  i r r a t i o n a l ;  b u t  not q u i t e  r a t i o n a l  e i t h e r .  He r e g a r d s  

a l l  h i s  f e l l o w  men a s  ~ t r a n ~ e r s . 3 5  Thrown i n t o  t h e  c o n s c i o ~  - 
n e s s  o f  an  a b s u r d  e x i s t e n c e  and environment ,  Meursaul t  r e b e l s ,  

f i n a l l y  murdering an  Arab on a  beach,  one Sunday morning, b u t  

is  convinced i n  h i s  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  law and t h e  t r i a l  c o u r t ,  

t h a t  h e  h a s  nnothing t o  j u s t i f y t t .  I n  t h e  two d ramat ic  s c e n e s  

i n  t h e  n o v e l ,  t h e  c o u r t r o o n  and t h e  s c a f f o l d ,  K e u r s a u l t t s  



a c t i o n s  and r e s p o n s e s  a r e  p o l a r i z a t i o n s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  In 

t h e  f i rs t  s c e n e ,  Meursaul t  i s  un-coopera t ive  (by t h e  s t a n d a r d s  

of c o n v e n t i o n a l  v a l u e s )  w i t h  bo th  t h e  h o s t i l e  aud ience  a s  w e l l  

a s  h i s  d e f e n c e  l awyer ,  Desp i t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  

n a r r a t e s  an  impassioned p l e a  t h a t  Meursaul t  should  be judged 

o l d  P e o p l e ' s  home. j6 i n  t h e  concluding "scenew,  Eleursaul t  i s  

made t o  speak by Camus i n  a n  a lmost  s c h i z o i d  manner a t  t h e  

impress ions  of t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  h i s  own execu t ion .  He says :  

Once h e ' d  ( t h e  p r i e s t )  gone, I f e l t  calm 
a g a i n .  ... Then j u s t  on t h e  edge of day- 
b r e a k ,  I heard  a s t e a m e r ' s  s i r e n .  People 
were s t a r t i n g  on a  voyage t o  a  world which 
had ceased  t o  concern me, f o r  ever . . .  . 
It was as  if t h a t  g r e a t  r u s h  o f  a n g e r  had 
washed me c l e a n ,  emptied me of hope,  and 
g a z i n g  up a t  t h e  da rk  sky spangled wi th  
i t s  s i g n s  and s t a r s ,  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  
t h e  f i r s t ,  I l a i d  my h e a r t  open t o  t h e  
benign i n d i f f e r e n c e  of  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  ... 
For  a l l  t o  be  accompl ished,  f o r  me t o  
f e e l  l e s s  l o n e l y ,  a l l  t h a t  remained was 
t o  hope t h a t  on t h e  day o f  my e x e c u t i o n  
t h e r e  should  be  a huge crowd of s p e c t a t o r s  
and t h a t  t h e y  shou ld  g r e e t  me wi th  howls 
of e x e c r a t i o n . 3 7  

From t h e  f o r e g o i n g ,  we s e e  t h a t  M e u r s a u l t T s  impres-  

s i o n s  show l i t t l e  concern w i t h  h i s  f a t e .  For M e u r s a u l t T s  

o n l y  f i n a l  meaningfulness  i s  i n  d e a t h .  The paradox,  o f  

c o u r s e ,  i s  t h a t  h i s  body c o n f i n e s  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  

Yet ,  t h e  i r o n y  of t h i s  f i n a l  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  is  M e u r s a u l t t s  

s i l e n c e .  

The second i l l u s t r a t i o n  i s  t a k e n  from Fraz  K a f k a f s  

bietamorphosis, Here t h e  a u t h o r  n a r r a t e s  t h e  d r a m a t i c  sequences ,  



i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  former nove l  i n  which t h e  author ' s :  n a r r a t i o n  

and t h e  main c h a r a c t e r  a r e  u n i t e d  i n  form. If t h e  two formal 

d r a m a t i c  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  of t h i s  nove l  a r e  t a k e n ,  a  s i m i l a r  

p o l a r i z a t i . o n  i s  v i s i b l e .  The first, c o n f r o n t a t i o n  is  t h e  

Consciousness  of t h e  main c h a r a c t e r ' s  r e c o g n i t i o n  and con- 

s c i o u s n e s s  of hCs metamorphosis i n t o  a  human s i z e d  i n s e c t  and 

d r a s t i c  " a l i e n a t i o n "  from h i s  s o c i a l  environment ,  h i s  c l o s e  

r e l a t i v e s  and employer.  VY%at i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  h e r e  a g a i n  i s  

t h e  r e s p o n s e  of o t h e r s  t o  Gregor Semsats  "new s t a t e w .  In 

t h i s  s c e n e ,  Gregor ,  a s  a n  i n s e c t ,  e n t e r s  t h e  l i v i n g  room of 

t h e  f a m i l y  ' s apar tment .  

Suddenly ,  f o r  t h e  f irst  t ime  t h a t  whole 
morning,  he (Gregor )  exper ienced  a  f e e l -  
i n g  of p h y s i c a l  w e l l  be ing ;  h i s  f e e t  
were on f i r m  ground;  he n o t i c e d  wi th  
j o y  t h a t  h i s  l e g s  obeyed him wonderful ly  
and were even e a g e r  t o  c a r r y  him wherever 
he might  wish. But w h i l e ,  under  t h e  
ne rvous  i n f l u e n c e  of h i s  need f o r  h a s t e ,  
h e  h e s i t a t e d  on t h e  s p o t .  

Gregor ' s  mother ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand was f a c e d  w i t h  a s i g h t  she  

had n o t  expec ted .  

He saw h e r  suddenly  jump... . "Help 
f o r  God's s a k e ,  he lpTT ! "She t u r n e d  
h e r  head ,  t h e  b e t t e r  t o  s e e  Gregor; 
t h e n  i n  f l a g r a n t  c o n t r a d i c t  i o n ,  she  
began t o  r e t r e a t  madly. 

I n  t h e  confus ion hoxever ,  ... "Gregor had no t ime t o  b o t h e r  

about  them. The manager (Gre,gorts b o s s )  was a l r e a d y  on t h e  

s t a i r s ;  w i t h  h i s  c h i n  on t h e  b a l u s t r a d e ,  he was l o o k i n p  back 

f o r  t h e  l a s t  t ime29 k'e a l s o  obse rve  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  r e v o l u t i o n ,  



P o r t r a y e d  by h i s  p h y s i c a l  a t t a c k  on Gregor .  

What Kafka p o r t r a y s  i n  t h i s  s c e n e  is t h e  p h y s i c a l  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of p o l a r i z a t i o n  and t h e  main c h a r a c t e r T s  

consciousness of it, I n  t h e  two abcve  n o v e l s ,  t h e  drama,  i n  

c o n t r a s t  t o  ~ u k z c s  own examples  is r a r e l y  e x p r e s s e d  i n  d i a -  

logue. And a l t h o u g h  ~ u k z c d  own t h e o r e t i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  

d r a m a t i c  c o l l . i s i o n  d i s c o u n t s  K a f k a T s  main work a s  n a t u r a l i s t  

and d e f e a t i s t ,  t h e  r e c o g n i t i o n  of d r a m a t i c  e f f e c t ,  t h e  t o t a l i t y  

of c o l l i s i o n  i s  p r e s e n t  j u s t  t h e  same* 

I n  t h e  f i n a l  s c e n e  of K a f k a T s  a s  i n  CamusTs work, 

t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  d r a m a t i c  c o l l i s i o n  i s  f i n a l ,  d e a t h ,  

a l b e i t  f o r  t h e  main c h a r a c t e r .  A new e r a ,  o r  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

f o r  it,emerges o u t  of t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .  Kafka n a r r a t e s  it t h u s :  

H a r d l y  was he  i n  h i s  room b e f o r e  t h e  d o o r  
was slammed, l o c k e d  and d o u b l e  b o l t e d .  
So sudden  was t h e  c r a s h  t h a t  G r e g o r T s  
legs g a v e  way ... ; a s  s h e  ( G r e g o r T s  s i s t e r )  
t u r n e d  t h e  key i n  t h e  l o c k ,  s h e  c r i e d  t o  
h e r  p a r e n t s ,  " A t  l a s t T T  ! . . . He r e a l i z e d  
t h a t  he must g o ,  and  h i s  o p i n i o n  on t h i s  
p o i n t  was e v e n  more f i r m ,  i f  p o s s i b l e  t h a n  
t h a t  o f  h i s  s i s t e r .  He l a y  i n  a  s t a t e  o f  
p e a c e f u l  and  empty m e d i t a t i o n  till t h e  
c l o c k  s t r u c k  t h e  t h i r d  morning hour .  He 
saw t h e  l a n d s c a p e  grow l i g h t e r  t h r o u p h  
t h e  window; t h e n ,  a g a i n s t  h i s  W i l l  h i s  head f e l l  
f o rward  and h i s  l a s t  f e e b l e  b r e a t h  
s t r e a m e d  from h i s  n 0 s t ? i l s 4 ~  

I n  b o t h  e x c e r $ s g i v e n  above ,  t h e  i n i t i a l  d r a m a t i c  

C o n f r o n t a t i o n  i s  u n d e r l i n e d  b y  a f a c t u a l  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

main c h z r a c t e r s  from o t h e r  human b e i n g s ,  The r e s o l u t i o n  o f  

t h e  c o n f l i c t  e q u a l l y  r e i n f o r c e s  t h i s  s e p a r a t i o n .  D e s p i t e  

t h e  v a r y i n p  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  and t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  o f  Carnus 



and Kafka as n o v e l i s t s  and ~ u k g c s  a s  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c ,  what 

t h e y  a l l  have i n  common i s  t h e  uncompromising s e l f - a s s e r t i o n  

of t h e  d r a m a t i c  he ro .  A f a c t  which s t a n d s  o u t  i n  a l l  t h e  

n o v e l s  w r i t t e n  by t h e  former two n o v e l i s t s .  41 

There  i s  a n o t h e r  o b s e r v a t i o n  which can be  made 

from t h e  f o r e g o f n g  a n a l y s i s .  I n  ~ u k a c d  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a l y s i s  

t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s  of e p i c  and d r a m a t i c  l i t e r a t u r e  were p a r t l y  

t e c h n i c a l ,  b u t  p r i m a r i l y ,  h i s t o r i c a l  ones.  The h i s t o r i c a l  

d i s t i n c t i o n s  were  seen  t o  have developed from t h e  c l a s s i c a l  

s o u r c e s  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  Western C i v i l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  a n c i e n t  

Greek wor ld .  The s p e c i f i c  development was t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

complex i ty  of s o c i a l  l i f e  and t h e  break up o f  t h e  " p r i m i t i v e t t  

COrmrmnity. A p r o c e s s  which expressed  i t s e l f  i n  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  

f o r m u l a t i o n s  -- t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of s p i r i t  and e x i s t e n c e .  A S  

we saw a l s o ,  t h i s  a l i e n a t i o n T t ,  expressed  i t s e l f  

i n  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n s  throughout  t h e  h i s t o r y  of  

Western and C e n t r a l  European phi losophy,  u n t i l  Hege l ' s  a scen-  

dency. A t  t h e  same t ime t h e  emergence of t h e  novel  i s  a n  

a t t e m p t  a t  a d i a l e c t i c a l  s y n t h e s i s  i n  e i g h t e e n t h  and n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  l i t e r a t u r e  t o  r e s o l v e  an a r t i s t i c  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of a  

fundamental  s o c i a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  So t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  nove l  

i s  n e i t h e r  whol ly  d ramat ic  n o r  e p i c  i n  c h a r a c t e r  i n  any fo rmal  

s e n s e .  Ra the r  it t o o  i s  a  s y n t h e s i s ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  a  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  

h i s t o r i c a l  s e n s e ,  t h e  novel. succeeds  t h e  drama a s  t h e  dominant 

l i t e r a r y  t y p e .  ~ u k g c s  summarized t h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  

a s  f o l l o w s :  



S i n c e  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  f a c t s  o f  l i f e  
which drama r e f l e c t s  can and must be 
r e p r e s e n t e d  i n  e p i c ,  t o o ,  it seems e q u a l l y  
o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e s e  f a c t s  o c c u r  permanent ly  
i n  l i f e ;  which would mean t h a t  l i f e  is  
c o n s t a n t l y  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  ~ o s s i b i l i t i e s  
f o r  g e n u i n e  g r e a t  drama.4- 

But t h e  above  s t a t e m e n t  g o e s  beyond t h e  contemporary n o v e l s  
C 

we have  p r e v i o u s l y  examined. The l a t t e r  i s  b i t t e r l y  c r i t i c i z e d  

by Lukzcs a s  n a t u r a l i s t i c  i n  ph i losophy  and c o n t e n t .  To t h e s e  

c r i t i c i s m s  we w i l l  r e t u r n  l a t e r .  The p o i n t  t o  b e  s t r e s s e d  

h e r e  i s  t h a t  i n  s o  f a r  as  bo th  Kafka and Camus, a s  w e l l  a s  

o t h e r  n o v e l i s t s ,  p o r t r a y  t h e  u n f o l d i n g  of  s o c i a l  e v e n t s ;  t h a t  

is, e v e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  a group o f  p e o p l e ,  t h e i r  growth and t h e  

ways i n  which p e o p l e  a r e  moulded o r  t r ans fo rmed  by t h e s e  e v e n t s ,  

t h e i r  works have  an e p i c  q u a l i t y .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  i n  s o  f a r  

as t h e s e  same works have  a  p o r t r a y a l  o f  immediate and r a d i c a l  

c o n f l i c t  o f  a  s o c i a l  n a t u r e ,  t h e y  a r e  d r a m a t i c .  K a f k a f s  work 

as t h e  p o r t r a y a l  of p o l a r i z e d  i n d i v i d u a l  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  bourgeo i s  

convent  i o n s ,  b u r e a u c r a c i e s ,  o r  on a  p s y c h o - a n a l y t i c a l  l e v e l  

p r imary  p r o c e s s e s  of d o m e s t i c  p a t r i a r c h a l  a u t h o r i t y ;  and Camus ? 

work as  a l i e n a t i o n  from f o r e i g n  sys t ems  of j u s t i c e  and m o r a l i t y ,  

q u a l i f y  f o r  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  contemporary a n a l y s i s ,  f o r  which 

Luk5csf  work is p a r t l y  s u i t a b l e  a s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  c r i t i q u e ,  but  

which ~ u k 2 c s  r e f u s e d  t o  But t h e  s u g g e s t e d  r e a s o n s  fc:. 

t h i s ,  t h e  c l o s e  t h e o r e t i c a l  and e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

of p h i l o s o p h y  and l i t e r a t u r e  by ~ u k z c s ,  i s  a  problem t o  which 

we s h a l l  r e t u r n  i n  a subsequen t  c h a p t e r .  



THE TOTALITY OF pHILOSOPHICAL A N D  CONCRETE EXISTENCE: 

THE RELATION OF THE ROVEL A N D  THE FRSKCH REVOLUTION. 

What i s  l a c k i n e  i n  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  h i s t o r i c a l  
n o v e l  b e f o r e  S i r  Wal te r  S c o t t  i s  p r e c i s e l y  
t h e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  h i s t o r i c a l ,  t h a t  i s  d e r i v -  
a t i o n  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  of  c h a r a c t e r s  
f rom t h e  h i s t c r i c a l  p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  t h e i r  
a g e  .4C 

1 

I n  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  t o t a l i t y  of h i s t o r i c a l  

movement a s  one contemporary l e v e l  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  f o r  a n  under-  

s t a n d i n g  by s o c i o l o g i s t s  of t h e  development of l i t e r a t u r e ,  was 

a s  P a r t  o f  a c o n t i n u e d  s e a r c h  f o r  t o t a l i t y ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  o f  

e x t e r n a l  o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  and i n t e r n a l  s u b j e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e .  

T h i s  was a s e a r c h  f o r  t o t a l i t y  unconsc ious ly  o r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ,  

i n  s o c i a l  l i f e ,  a f t e r  a n c i e n t  Greece. Thus t h e  r e a l i t y  which 

was p o r t r a y e d  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  from P l a t o  r i g h t  up t o  t h e  contem- 

p o r a r y  n o v e l ,  j u s t  of f  t h e  p r e s s ,  cannot  be under s tood  s imply  

a s  i m i t a t i o n  o f ,  c a t a l o g u i n g  and d e s c r i b i n g  of b a n a l  e x t e r n a l  

h e r e  and now. For  t h e  ve ry  n a t u r e  of  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  i t s  concern  

w i t h  t h e  f u t u r e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

P a s t  and t h e  p r e s e n t .  I n  t h i s  ~ u k ; c s ,  i n  h i s  e a r l y  S e e l e  und 

d i e  Formen, h a s  s e e n  t h r e e  d i s t i n c t  and r e l a t e d  p r o c e s s e s  - 
s e a r c h e s  f o r  t o t a l i t y ,  p h i l o s o ~ h y .  L i t e r a t u r e  and h a l f  way 

between them,  t h e  e s s a y .  T h i s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  i s  

d i f f i c u l t  t o  match i n  l u c i d i t y  and i n s i g h t .  Every form t h e n  

Corresponds  t o  a  world o u t l o o k ,  t h e  e s s a y  b e i n g  s i m i l a r  t o  

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  i n  s o  fa r  a s  bo th  r e p r e s e n t  an  e x p r e s s i o n  

of man ill a t  e a s e  w i t h  t h e  wor ld .  A phenomenon not  i n f i n i t e  



in scope ,  b u t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  t r a c e a b l e  t o  Ancient Greece end t h e  

Middle Ages. 45 T h i s  t h e n  i s  L,uk;cst r a i s o n  dl & r e ,  t h e  on ly  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  and i n t e l l e c t u a l  c o n t e x t  w i t h i n  which t h e  above 

quoted s t a t e m e n t  can be mean ingfu l ly  understood . 
S t y l i s t i c a l l y  t h e n ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  nove l  was n o t  

s imply  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  e p i c  and c l a s s i c a l  drama, t h e  nove l  

has i t s  r o o t s  i n  t h e  French Revolut ion .  For ~ u k a c s ,  a t  t h i s  

l e v e l  o f  a n a l y s i s ,  it i s  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l ,  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and 

i d e o l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  Revolut ion ,  co r respond ing  

t o  t h e  a c t u a l  s o c i a l  changes o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  which p a r t l y  

de termined t h e  s p e c i f i c  l i t e r a t u r e  of  t h i s  p e r i o d  and t h e  

succeed ing  g e n r e s  o f  t h e  novel .  

According t o  ~ u k z ~ s ,  t h e r e  a r e  two main c o n f l i c t i n g  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  a t  t h i s  t ime.  One which he t e r m s  

r e a c t i o n a r y  -- t h i s  t e n d s  t o  g l o r i f y  t h e  romant ic  nove l  of  t h e  

R e s t o r a t i o n .  The o t h e r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  - i d e o l o g i c a l  which 

~ u k g c s  t e r m s  p r o g r e s s i v e  h i s t o r i c i s t  and which a t t e m p t s  t h e  

f i r s t l a r g e  s c a l e  p e r i o d i z a t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  movement. T h i s  

i s  t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  new r e a l i s m .  Here c a p i t a l i s m  i s  p r e s e n t e d  

w i t h  c l a r i t y ,  i n  a l l  i t s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .  The n o t i o n  of  t h e  

" t r a n s i s t o r y  n a t u r e  of t h i s  s o c i e t y ,  aFpears  t a n g i b l y  and 

p l a s t i c a l l y  b e f o r e  us". Hegel was t h e  f i rs t  t o  e x p r e s s  t h i s  

i d e a  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y ,  wi th  h i s  express ion  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  laws 

of t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of n q u a n t i t y  i n t o  q u a l i t y w .  Xan i s  seen  a s  

a p roduc t  of  h i m s e l f ,  and h i s  own a c t i v i t y  i n  h i s t o r y .  On 
/ 

t h i s  l e v e l  of a n a l y s i s ,  Lukacs s e e s  a s  t h e  most impor tan t  

f e a t u r e  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  r a d i c a l  t h i n k e r s  and w r i t e r s ,  



a t t r i b u t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  s p e c i f i c i t y  t o  e v e n t s  and s o c i a l  

~ i t u a t i o n s ,  And t h i s  is  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e  of r e a l i s t  

l i t e r a t u r e ,  s t a r t i n g  w i t h  S i r  Wal te r  S c o t t .  But ,  l i k e  a l l  a r t ,  

it canno t  p r e s e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  i n  a s t r i c t l y  

r e l a t i v e  way, such  a s  o t h e r  forms o f  s c i e n t i f i c  knowledge, f o r  

e x a m p l e , a r e  p r e s e n t e d .  The h i s t o r i c a l  s p e c i f i c i t y  h a s  t o  be 

g e n e r a l i z e d ,  a s  it i s  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  E n g l i s h  nove l .  
46 

C o n s i d e r a t i o n s  of t h e  above problems a r e  summarized 

Luk5cs u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g  of t h e  concept  of t o t a l i t y  of 

~ h i l ~ s o ~ h i c a l  and c o n c r e t e  e x i s t e n c e .  What d o e s  t h i s  mean 

i n  e l a b o r a t i o n  of o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  modern l i t e r a t u r e  

s p e c i f i c a l l y ?  And what i s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of h i s -  

t o r i c a l  e p i s t e m o l o g y ?  

I,ukgcs p r o v i d e s  an  answer t o  t h e  above W e s t i o n s  

which rel:olves a round  an  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  Enzightenment ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  ,,the l a s t  phasen  of  i t ,  and an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of 

h i s t o r y  as  t h e  c o n c r e t e  p r e - c o n d i t i o n  of t h e  p r e s e n t ,  T h i s  

a n a l y s i s  is d i r e c t l y  r e l e v a n t  t o  an  a n a l y s i s  of modern 

l i t e r a t u r e ,  of  which ~ u k s c s  s t a t e s :  

It i s  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  phase of t h e  Enlightenment  
t h a t  t h e  problem o f  t h e  a r t i s t i c  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  p a s t  
a g e s  emerges a s  a  c e n t r a l  problem of l i t e r a t u r e . 4 7  

The s p e c i f i c  ph i losophy  of h i s t o r y  which developed i n  t h i s  

phase  o f  t h e  Enl ightenment  was an  awareness  of t h i n k e r s ,  a 

need t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h e  "causes  o f  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  and d e c l i n e  of 

t h e  c l a s s i c a l  s t a t e s " ,  a s  impor tan t  t h e o r e t i c a l  p r e l i m i n a r i e s  

f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  t ransformat ion  o f  s o c i e t y .  And t h i s  s e n s e  o f  



h i s t o r y  developed bo th  before  and a f t e r  t h e  French Revolut ion .  

The l a t t e r  e v e n t  makes France t h e  s p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r  of t h e  

Enl ightenment .  Th i s  j-s s o  p r e c i s e l y  because t h e  a n a l y s i s  

o f  the d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  f e u d a l  o r d e r  t a k i n g  p l a c e  around 

t h e  French R e v o l u t i o n ,  was p a r t l y  t h e o r e t i c a l .  The n a t u r e  of 

t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a b y s i s  abou t  s o c i a l  t r ans fo rmat ion  i s  v a r i e d  and 

t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  a r e  p r o g r e s s i v e  a s  w e l l  a s  r e a c t i o n a r y ,  g i v i n g  

r i s e  t o  h i s t o r i c i s m  a s  w e l l  a s  n a t u r a l i s m .  And t h i s  is  s o  

P r e c i s e l y  because  t h e  French Revolut ion i n  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  

economic form developed many s t a g e s ,  some of which were 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a s  wel l .  The philosophical-ideological d e b a t e  

was t h e r e f o r e  ex t remely  l i v e l y .  This  i s  evidenced by t h e  

P o l i t i c a l  r a d i c a l i s m  of V o l t a i r e ,  t h e  p o s i t i v i s t i c  conse rva t i sm 

of Auguste Comte, e t c .  The German c o u n t e r p a r t s  were Goethe, 

S c h i l l e r  and Hegel on t h e  one hand and Kar l  Marx and F r e d r i c k  

Enge l s ,  on t h e  o t h e r .  J u s t  a s  how t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of  f e u d a l  

a b s o l u t i s m  and t h e  r i s e  o f  German n a t i o n a l i s m ,  under  t h e  banner 

of t h e  Young Hege l i ans  fo l lows  i n  t h e  wake of t h e  French 

Revo lu t i cn .  I n  England, by c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  c o n c r e t e  m a s t e r i n g  

of b o u r g e o i s  s o c i e t y ,  and t h e  c o n s i s t e n t  and s u c c c s s f u l  

a p p l i c a t i o n  ( t o  l i t e r a t u r e )  o f  s p e c i f i c a l l y  h i s t o r i c a l  view- 

p o i n t s ,  o c c u p i e s  a  more dominant s t a t u s .  b;itness f o r  e x a m ~ l e  

t h e  b r i l l i a n t  ~ r i n c i p l ~  s of  t h e  bourgeo i s  p o l i t i c a l  ecopomy 

worked ou t  by Adam Smith. Th i s  i s  because  one can  t r a c e  t h e  

breakdoxn o f  t h e  c o n c r e t e  f e u d a l  p o l i t i c a l  economy t o  a s  e a r l y  

a s  t h e  E l i z a b e t h a n  e r a .  But n o t e  t h a t  Smi th ' s  t h e o r i e s  of 

c a p i t a l  development presume t h e  p r i o r  p r o c e s s  of t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  



between t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  a s  t h e  p r o p e r t y  of d e f i n i t e  

c l a s s e s ,  and l a b o u r  power, i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t i o n .  48 

~ u k s c s  comments on Marx1s o b s e r v a t i o n  of Adam S m i t h ' s  

a s sumpt ion  of a completed p r o c e s s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

as  f o l l o w s :  

T h i s  unawareness  o f  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  s e n s e  a l r e a d y  p r e s e n t  i n  
p r a c t i c e ,  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  gene r -  
alizing o f  h i s t o r i c a l  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  of 
t h e  immediate  p r e s e n t ,  which had been 
c o r r e c t l y  observed  by i n s t i n c t ,  c h a r a c -  
t e r i z e s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  which t h e  g r e a t  
s o c i a l  n o v e l  of England occu i e s  i n  t h e  
development  of  o u r  problern.4 6 

I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  of s o c i a l  development ,  

t h e  h a r d s h i p s  of t h e  l a b o u r i n g  p o o r ,  o r  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  accumu- 

l a t i o n  and t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  e t h i c ,  drew t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  w r i t e r s  

t o  t h e  s p a t i o - t e m p o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  of people  and c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  

But no c l e a r  u n d e r s t a v d i n g  of h i s t o r y  p r e v a i l e d ,  t h a t  i s  

h i s t o r y  a s  t h e  p r e c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t .  C h r i s t o p h e r  

Caudwell e l a b o r a t e d  on ~ u k z c s  a n a l y s i s ,  though u n w i t t i n g l y  

when. he summarized t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  p o e t r y  i n  t h e  whole p e r i o d ,  

t h rough  t h e  French  Revo lu t ion  t o  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  a s  

f o l l o w s  : 

The b o u r g e o i s  i l l u s i o n  i s ,  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  o f  
p o e t r y ,  a  r e v o l t ,  I n  V!o-rdsvorth, t h e  r e v o l t  
t a k e s  t h e  f o r n  of a  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  
man, j u s t  a s  it does  i n  S h e l l e y .  Yordsworth 
l i k e  S h e l l y  p ro found ly  i n f l u e n c e d  by F rench  
Rousseauism, s e e k s  freedom, b e a u t y  -- a 1 1  
t h a t  is  n o t  now i n  man because  o f  h i s  s o c i a l .  
r e l a t i o n s  -- i n  Kature .  The French R e v o l u t i o n  
now i n t e r v o n c s .  The b o u r g e o i s  derna~d f o r  



freedom h a s  now a r e g r e s s i v e  t i n g e .  It 
no  l o n g e r  l o o k s  forward  t o  freedom by 
r e v o l t  bu t  by r e t u r n  t o  n a t u r a l  man.% 

Thus we s e e  t h a t  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  and p r o c e s s  of E n g l i s h  p r e  

c a p i t a l i s m ,  a n d  t h e  French Revo lu t ion ,  produced a s  a conse-  

quence a g e n u i n e  s e a r c h  f o r  p h i l o s o p h i c  and l i t e r a r y  e x p l a -  - 
n a t i o n s  of  t h e  r e a l i t y  of c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  But o f t e n  t h e  

p o e t i c  c r i t i q u e  of t h a t  s o c i e t y  had an  i d e a l - i s t i c  form, a 

r e a l i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  i d e a l i s t  ga rb .  The E n g l i s h  n o v e l s  o f  

F i e l d i n g ,  Richardson and much l a t e r  C h a r l e s  Dickens p o r t r a y e d  

v a r y i n g  a s p e c t s  of t h i s  r e a l i t y .  But t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  form and 

c o n t e n t  of  t h a t  l i t e r a t u r e  must t h e n  have been de te rmined  by 

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  of t h e  n o v e l i s t s .  

But t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  h i s t o r y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h e  way i n  which t h i s  was g rasped  by  t h e  w r i t e r ,  i s  a  d i r e c t  

p r o d u c t  of n e i t h e r  E n g l i s h  nor  French development ,  b u t  r a t h e r  

of Germany's p o l i t i c a l  development .  That i s  t o  s a y ,  it i s  

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  French R e v o l u t i o n a r y  w a r s ,  

and t h e  p r o c e s s e s  l e a d i n g  toward t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  development  

o f  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  which gave r i s e  t o  t h e  h i s t c r i c a l  drama, such  

as G o e t h e f s  work and t h e n  t o  t h e  e a r l y  development o f  t h e  

Enl ightenment  was i n  c o n f l i c t  w i th  French c u l t u r e ,  i t s  r e v o l u -  

t i o n a r y  a s p 3 c t s .  T h i s  was because  of p a r o c h i a l  m o n a r c h i c z l  

a b s o l u t i s m ,  n a t i o n a l  d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic 

f r a g m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  and so  on, 

The Germa.n form of Engliphtenment  n e c e s s a r i l y  



engages  i n  s h a r p  polemic w i t h  t h i s  French 
c u l t u r e  and it p r e s e r v e s  t h i s  n o t e  of  
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p a t r i o t i s m  even where t h e  
r e a l  c o n t e n t  of t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  b a t t l e  
i s  s imply  t h e  c o n f l i c t  between d i f f e r e n t  
s t a g e s  i n  t h e  development o f  t h e  E n l i g h t -  
enment t h a t  i s  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  l i b e r a l  
b o u r g e o i s  democracy - developed by r s d i c a l  
t h i n k e r s  ( emphasis  mine, K.C.B. ) . 5 1  

The consequence of t h e  fo rego ing  i s  t h a t  German t h i n k e r s  r e v e r t  

t o  German h i s t o r y ,  p a r t l y  to reawaken p rev ious  g r e a t n e s s .  Th i s  

r e v e r s i o n  i s  expressed  a r t i s t i c a l l y .  But t h i s  p r o c e s s  o f  

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e n t  i n  phi losophy and l i t e r a t u r e  must be  r e a c -  

t i o n a r y ,  s i n c e  t h e  p a s t  must be seen  a s  a  k ind  of nGolden Age1?. 

Yet ~ u k a ' c s  does  not  make t h i s  p o i n t ,  r a t h e r  he views t h e  p r o c e s s  

a s  b e i n g  more r a d i c a l  t h a n  i t s  c o u n t e r p a r t  i n  t h e  r e s t  o f  

Western Europe. 52 T h i s  i s  t h e  weakest e s ~ e c t  o f  ~ u k a c s  o t h e r w i s e  

d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s .  

Pe rhaps  t h e  s t r o n g  a s p e c t  of t h i s  a n a l y s i s  i s  ~ u k z c s '  

assessment  of t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  Napoleonic Wars i n  Europe i n  

t h e  l a t e r  e i p h t e e n t h  and e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry .  F i r s t  o f  

a l l ,  l i m i t e d  wars  gave way t o  mass wars ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  t h e  

g o a l s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  means f o r  a c h i e v i n g  t h e s e  g o a l s .  The 

French Republic . ,  v e r s u s  a b s o l u t e  monarchies ,  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  

expansion o f  p o p u l a r  p r o ~ a g a n d a ,  and t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  mass 

a r m i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  c i v i l i a n  p o ~ u l a t i o n .  

But t h i s  w i s  t r u e  f o r  bo th  s i d e s ,  t h e  movement o f  t r o o p s  meant 

t h e  widening of e x p ~ r i e n c e  and h o r i z o n s  o f  p r e v i o c s l y  l i m i t e d  

p e a s a n t s ,  i n  t e r m s  o f  the  development of  consc iousness .  Thus 

s t a t e s  ~ u k g c s :  



It i s  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  bourgeo i s  
r e v o l u t i o n  t h a t ,  i f  s e r i o u s l y  c a r r i e d  
t h r o u g h  t o  i t s  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
i d e a  becomes t h e  p o r t r a y a l  of t h e  broad- 
est  masses. .  . . Thus i n  t h i s  mass expe- 
r i e n c e  of h i s t o r y  t h e  n a t i o n a l  element  
is l i n k e d  on t h e  one hand w i t h  problems 
of s o c i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ;  and on t h e  
o t h e r ,  more and  more people  become aware 
of t h e  connec t ion  between n a t i o n a l  and 
wor ld  Q i s t o r y .  T h i s  i n c r e a s i n g  consc ious -  
n e s s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  of d e v e l -  
opment beg ins  t o  i n f l u e n c e  jugements on 
economic c o n d i t i o n s  and c l a s s  ~ t r u g ~ l e s . 5 3  

In f a c t  a s  e a r l y  a s  1829, Thomas C a r l y l e  made a s i m i l a r  o b s e r -  

v a t i o n ,  though  n o t  s t a t e d  s o  d i r e c t l y ,  on t h e  o v e r a l l  e f f e c t s  

of t h e  French Revolut ion .  Though o f  course  C a r l y l e  had a  

d i f f e r e n t  s e t  of p r e s u p p o s i t i o n s .  For C a r l y l e ,  t h e  French 

Revo lu t ion  and t h e  Napoleonic wars  were t h e  off s p r i n g  o f  

t h e  development of i n c r e a s i n g  and expanding knowledge. 54 

I n  t h i s  phase  of Western European development ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  in Germany, t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  above mentioned 

f o r c e s  on t h e  development of  i d e a s  i s  t h a t  human s o c i e t y  and 

p r o g r e s s  a r e  no  l o n g e r  seen  a s  u n h i s t o r i c a l ,  i n  some i d e a l i s t  

f a s h i o n .  The h i s t o r i c a l  l a r g e l y  i n t e r n a l  s t r u g g l e s  of c l a s s e s  

are viewed more c l o s e l y  a s  keys  t o  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  d e v e l -  

opment. C o n d o r c e t l s  work can be  seen a s  t h e  f i r s t  s y s t e m a t i c  

a t t e m p t  i n  F rance  t o  develop such an a n a l y s i s .  By t h i s  slow 

p r o c e s s  o f  t h e  s u b l a t  ion  (aufgehoben of e a r l y  Enlightenment  

t h o u g h t ,  a  more mean in r fu l  phi losophy of h i s t o r y ,  a s  a n  

approach t o  human problems came i n t o  b e i n e .  But it was a n  

approach i n  which t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  achievements o f  t h e  French 

Revo lu t ion  became t h e  b a s i s  f o r  f u t u r e  s o c i a l  development.  It 



was a s  ~ u k g c s  t e r m s  i t ,  a " h i s t o r i c a l  humanismw. For ~ u k a c s ,  

Hegel e x p r e s s e d  t h i s  l a t t e r  concept  i n  a s u p r a - i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  

"world idea f1 ,  phi losophy.  S i r  Wal te r  S c o t t ,  expressed  it i n  a 

t y p e  of  l i t e r a t u r e  which p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  b a s i c  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  

i n  t h e  development  of b o u r g e o i s  s o c i e t y ,  w h i l e  y e t  r e c o g n i z i n g  

t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  'hs t h e  new dominant g roup ,  a s  t h e  f o r c e s  lead-  

i n g  t o  n s o c i a l  p r o g r e s s v .  



THE HISTORICAL NOVEL 

The i n f l u e n c e  of lz7alter S c o t t  can be f e l t  i n  e v e r y  
p r o v i n c e  of l i t e r a t u r e  o f  h i s  age .  The new s c h o o l  
of French h i s t o r i a n s  formed i t s e l f  under  t h e  i n f l u -  
ence  o f  t h e  S c o t t i s h  n o v e l i s t .  He showed them 
e n t i r e l y  new s o u r c e s  which had s o  f a r  remained 
unknown d e s p i t e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
drama of  Shake s p e a r e  and Goethe. 54 . 

A g e n e r a l  o b s e r v a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s  a s  v a r i e d  as  

LUkics, Caudwell,  Raymond Wil l iams,  Arnold K e t t l e ,  and I a n  

t i a t t ,  among o t h e r s ,  i s  t h e  o v e r r i d i n g  s t a t u s  of t h e  E n g l i s h  

nove l  i n  t h e i r  frameworks. These c r i t i c s  t e n d  t o  view t h e  

E n g l i s h  n o v e l  a s  t h e  dominant form o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  Although 

t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e  f o r  d i f f e r e n t  r e a s o n s  and o v e r  d i f f e r e n t  

epochs.  The E n g l i s h  nove l  e x e r c i s e s  wide i n f l u e n c e s  on l i t e r a r y  

development.  

~ u k i c s  s e e s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  f e a t u r e s  of S c o t t ' s  n o v e l s  

a s  b e i n g  a n  e l a b o r a t i o n  on e p i c  l i t e r a t u r e  w i t h  t h e  b r o a d - d e l i n -  

e a t i o n  of manners and  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a t t e n d a n t  upon e v e n t s ,  t h e  

d r a m a t i c  c h a r a c t e r  of a c t i o n  and t h e  new r c l e  of d i a l o p e .  The 

b a s i s  of t h i s  approach was t h e  c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  a p p a r e n t  

p e a c e f u l  s o c i a l  development of t h e  p e r i o d  was on ly  t h e  i d e a l  

o f  an  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n c e p t i o n ,  from t h e  b i r d s  eye  view of  a 

ph i losophy  of h i s t o r y .  But t h e  o r g a n i c  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f  was one 

o f  c e a s e l e s s  c l a s s  s t r u g g l e s  and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  and t h e  f o r c e f u l l  

r e s o l u t i o n  of u p r i s i n g s  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t . 5 5  ~ u k 2 c s  s e e s  S c o t t ' s  

g r e a t n e s s  a s  p a r a d o x i c a l ,  f o r  i n  o t h e r  m a t t e r s  t h e  l a t t e r  was 

o f t e n  a  "narrow conse rva t ive" .  
1 

That i s  t o  s a y ,  ~ u k i c s  comprehension of t h e  a c t u a l  



t e x t s  o f  Wal te r  S c o t t  r e s u l t  i n  ~ u k g c s '  f o r m u l a t i o n  of t h e  t h e o r y  

t h a t  what changes  i n  t h e  modern h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  i n  c o n t r a d i s -  

t i n c t i o n  t o  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  e p i c  o r  t h e  t y p i c a l  l i t e r a t u r e  of  t h e  

s i x t e e n t ,  and s-cventeenth c e n t u r i e s  i s  t h e  n m i d . l i n ~  h e r o w .  

What Luk ics  a c t u a l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e s  i s  t h e  p l o t  and s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  

of t h e  n o v e l ,  ~ u k g c s '  view is t h a t  what makes S c o t t ' s  work 

s i g n i f i c a n t  and r e a l i s t i c  i s  t h e  c o n c r e t e  p resence  i n  h i s  n o v e l s  

of ' h e r o e s f ,  who a r e  a v e r a g e  Engl ish  gentlemen,  more o r  l e s s  

mediocre ,  who n e v e r  grew a  p a s s i o n ,  and never  becane symbols o f  

d e v o t i o n  t o  a g r e a t  cause .  ~ u k g c s  1 e x p l a n a t i o n  i n t r o d u c e s  i n t o  

t h e  t e x t u a l  a n a l y s i s  of S c o t t ' s  works two f a c t o r s  e x t e r n a l  t o  

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  n o v e l s  themselves .  F i r s t  is t h e  g e n e s i s  of t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l ,  developed by S c o t t ,  i n  t h e  e p i c  and d r a m a t i c  

p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of e a r l i e r  epochs. I n  d i a l e c t i c a l  t h o u g h t  t h i s  i s  

a n e c e s s a r y  p r o c e s s .  56 Secondly,  i s  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of S c o t t ' s  p o s i t i o n  

i n t o  h i s  l i t e r a r y  p roduc t ion .  

The p a r t i c u l a r  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  produced by S c o t t ,  i s  h i s  

b reak  wi th  e a r l i e r  Romanticism. Romanticism, i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  i s  

t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  mood which i s  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  d i sadvan-  

t a g e o u s  consequences  o f  e a r l i e r  c a p i t a l i s m ,  a  niood which never -  

t h e l e s s  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h a t  s t a g e  of c a p i t a l i s m *  Byron 's  p o e t r y  

i s  t h e  obv ious  example. T h i s  t y p e  of p o e t r y  e x p r e s s e s  an 

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  c a p i t a l i s m .  But t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  

i s  i n t o  a  l y r i c a l  s u b j e c t i v i s t  a b s o l u t e  and t h u s  one i n  which 

p o e t i c  t r a n s l a t i o n  minimizes o r  i g n o r e s  t h e  s o c i a l - h i s t o r i c a l ,  

t h e  o b j e c t i v e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h i s  ~ ~ ~ o s i t i o n . ~ ~  In c o n t r a s t ,  



S c o t t  weaves around an  o r d i n a r y  c e n t r a l  c h a r a c t e r  t h e  s o c i a l -  

h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  t y p i c a l  of t h i s  particu_1a_rreya--2f%dish 

midd le  c l a s s  s o c i e t y .  I n  t h i s  s e n s e  S c o t t ' s  work h a s  a  p u r e l y  

e p i c  c h a r a c t e r .  T h i s  f e a t u r e  o f  modern l i t e r a t u r e  remained 

a f t e r  S c o t t ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c i t y  o f  

t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  of c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  I n  t h i s  form o f  t h e  

n o v e l  t h e  t o t a l i t y  of t h e  work is  p r e s e n t e d  t o  u s ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  

e r e a t  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s  i n  t h e  s t y l e  o f  t h e  c l a s s i c a l  e p i c  -- 
Occupying a  p e r i p h e r a l  p l a c e .  This  i s  r e a l i s t i c  i n  s o  f a r  as 

t h e  g r e a t  h i s t o r i c a l  f i g u r e s  a r e  i n  r e a l i t y  produced by t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t s  themse lves .  Th i s ,  a r g u e s  ~ u k a c s ,  i s  r e a l i s t i c  

i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  complexi ty  o f  t h e  a g e  i n  which S c o t t  

is w r i t i n g ,  t h e  e a r l y  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  

For  t h e  being of t h e  age  can on ly  appear  
a s  a broad and many s i d e d  p i c t u r e  i f  t h e  
everyday l i f e  of t h e  peop le ,  t h e  joys  and 
s o r r o w s ,  c r i s e s  and confus ions  of  ave rage  
human b e i n g s  a r e  por t rayed .  The impor tan t  
l e a d i n g  f i g u r e ,  who embodies an h i s t o r i c a l  

' movement, n e c e s s a r i l y  does  s o  a t  a  c e r t a i n  
l e v e l  o f  a b s t r a c t i o n .  S c o t t  by first show- 
i n g  t h e  complex and invo lved  c h a r a c t e r  of  
p o p u l a r  l i f e  i t s e l f ,  c r e a t e s  t h i s  b e i n g  
which t h e  l e a d i n g  f i g u r e  t h e n  h a s  t o  
g e n e r a  i z e  and c o n c e n t r a t e  i n  an  h i s t o r i c a l  
deed.  5 a 

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  ~ u k z c s  n o t e s  t h a t  Wal ter  S c o t t  ignored  l a r g e l y  

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  g e n e s i s  of c a p i t a l i s m  i t s e l f ,  an  i m p o r t a n t  e p i c  

f e a t u r e  i n  a  c l a s s i c a l  s e n s e .  R a t h e r ,  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of 

r e a l i t y  i s  such t h a t  t h e  r o l e  of t h e  c e n t r a l  c h a r a c t e r s  of 

S c o t t ' s  n o v e l s  i s  a s  m e d i a t o r s .  between t x o  opposing h i s t o r ~ c ~ l  

f o r c e s .  Thus ~ u k < c s f  te rm t h e  'middle h e r o 1 ,  i s  g i v e n  t o  S c o t t ' s  



c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n .  

Another  a s p e c t  o f  ~ u k s c s '  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t o t a l i t y  o f  

c o n c r e t e  e x i s t e n c e  i s  demons t ra t ed  by t h e  manner i n  which a 

c r e a t i v e  w r i t e r  t r a n s f o r m s  an e a r l i e r  s t y l i s t i c  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  

was used  t o  p r e s e n t  a  g e n e r a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of a  g i v e n  

h i s t o r i c a l  epoch,  A major  f e a t u r e  o f  s o c i e t y  i n  S c o t t ' s  d a y s  

was t h e  d r a m a t i c  c c n c e n t r a t i o n  and complexi ty  of c e r t a i n  c r i s e s  

of a number of human beingsand how t h e y  c o i n c i d e  and i n t e r w e a v e  

w i t h i n  t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  c o n t e x t  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c r i s e s ,  on t h e  

s o c i e t a l  l e v e l .  But t h e  p i c t u r e  of r e a l i t y  p r e s e n t e d  i s  no t  a 

s i n g l e  i s o l a t e d  c r i s e s ,  i n  t h e  above c o n t e x t ,  b u t  a  c h a i n  of 

c r i s e s ,  each  c o n f l i c t  g i v i n g  b i r t h  t o  a  new c o n f l i c t . 5 9  The 

s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h i s  q u a l i t y  of ~ u k & s '  a n a l y s i s  canno t  be 

o v e r s t a t e d .  ~ u k z c s  a s s e r t s  of S c o t t ' s  work, as  he was t o  d o  o f  

t h e  work of B a l z a c  and T o l s t o y ,  i n  h i s  l a t e r  a s ses smen t  o f  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l .  60 

But f o r  S c o t t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  
of t i m e  and p l a c e ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  "he re  and nowv 
i s  someth ing  much d e e p e r .  For  him it means 
t h a t  c e r t a i n  c r i s e s  i n  t h e  p e r s o n a l  d e s t i n i e s  
of  a number of human b e i n p s  c o i n c i d e  and i n t e r -  
weave w i t h i n  t h e  de te rming  c o n t e x t  of an  h i s t o r i c a l  
c r i s i s .  It i s  p r e c i s e l y  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  t h a t  h i s  
rnanner .of  p o r t r a y i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c r i s e s  i s  n e v e r  
a b s t r a c t ,  t h e  s p l i t  of t h e  n a t i o n  i n t o  w a r r i n g  
p a r t i e s  a lways  r u n s  th rough  t h e  c e n t r e  o f  t h e  
c l o s e s t  human r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  P a r e n t s  and c h i l d r e n ,  
l o v e r  and be loved ,  o l d  f r i e n d s ,  e t c .  c o n f r o n t  one 
a n o t h e r  a s  opponen t s ,  a s  t h e  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of  t h i s  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  c a r r i e s  t h c  c o l l i s i o n  d e s p  i n t o  t h e i r  
p e r s o n a l  l i v e s .  It i s  a lways  a  f a t e  c a r r i e d  by 
g r o u p s  of peop le  connected  and i n v o l v e d  w i t h  one  
a n o t h e r ;  and it i s  neve r  a m a t t e r  of  one s i n g l e  
c a t a s t r o p h e ,  bu t  of a c h a i n  of c a t a s t r o p h e s ,  where 
t h e  s o l u t i o n  of each  g i v e s  b i r t h  t o  a new c o n f l i c t ,  
Thus t h e  p r o f m n d  g r a s p  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t o r  
i n  human l i f e  demands d r a m a t i c  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of 
t h e  e p i c  frarnework.61 



On t h e  one hand t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  ~ u k h c s '  work i s  

t h a t  i n  t e r m s  of  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  European l i t e r a t u r e ,  t h e  h i s -  

t o r i c a l  nove l  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  combining of t h e  major  f e a t u r e s  of 

t h e  c l a s s i c a l  e p i c  and d r a m a t i c  s t y l e s  i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  But t h i s  

combinat ion  d o e s  not  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  a  s t y l i s t i c  vacuum i n  some 

a b s t r a c t  manner. ~ u k z c s  l o c a t e s  i t s  development a s  a r l i n t e l l e c -  

t u a l  c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n  of t h e  manner i n  which t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

f o r c e s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  a r e  deve lop ing  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d .  On t h e  

o t h e r  hand,  L L ~ < C S  i s  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  i n  one sense  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  

Combination i n  c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g  i s  made p o s s i b l e  p r e c i s e l y  because  

c e r t a i n  i n t e l l e c t u a l  g r o u p s  i n  Europe were developing a  new world 

v i s i o n  -- a  world v i s i o n  which mani fes ted  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  

a c t i v i t y  of n o v e l i s t s ,  of t h e  s t a t u r e  of S c o t t ,  BalzaC and t h e  

l a t e r  T o l s t o y ,  e t c ,  It i n f l u e n c e d  t h e i r  weltanschauung a s  it 

were. C r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g  t h e n  i s  n o t  nar rowly d e f i n e d  i n  t e r m s  

of t h e  s p e c i f i c  p o l i t i c a l  b i a s  of t h e  w r i t e r .  Th i s  i s  a  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  o f  profound s i g n i f i c a n c e  --one which even 

Mannheimls m o d i f i c a t i o n  of ~ u k z c s  had t o  r e s p e c t .  

Another  way of r e s t a t i n g  and e l a b o r a t i n g  t h e  above 

a n a l y s i s  would be i n  t e r m s  of t h e  d i a l e c t i c .  Although it i s  

p o p u l a r ,  and even j u s t i f i a b l e  a s  a s c i e n t i f i c  endeavour t o  make 

a d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  t h e  meaning o f  t h e  ' d i a l e c t i c v ,  it i s  d i f f i c u l t  

t o  s e p a r a t e  them, i . e .  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n s .  F i r s t ,  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  

can view t h e  d i a l - e c t l c  as  a  b a s i c  frzmexork f o r  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of 

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  which r e c o g n i z e s  i t s  complex and dynamic n a t u r e ,  

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of i n t e r n a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  and t h e  masking of t h e  

t r u e  l e v e l  o f  r e a l i t y  by ideology.  



Secondly t h e  d i a l e c t i c  _ _ - -  can b e  d i s t i n ~ u i s h e d  a s  a  p r e c o n s t i t u t ~ d  

view o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  s o c i a l  t o t a l i t y  assuminp. t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

of a  c e n t r a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n ,  t h e  d e t e r i ~ i n a t i o n  of  a l l  o t h e r  p a r t s  

of t h e  socia-1 whole by t F , i s .  t h e  i n e v i t a b i l i t y  of t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  

a s  ' n e g a t i o n  of t h e  n e g a t i o n f  and s o o n .  That i s  t o  s a y ,  it i s  

a metaphys ic .MarxTs  a n a l y s i s  i s  d j - a l e c t i c a l  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s e n s e ,  

and ~ u k a ) c s  1923 f o r m u l a t i o n  of Geschichte  und K l a s s e n b e t ~ u s s t s e i n  

i s  i n  one s e n s e  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e a s s e r t  t h i s  view. However when 

The H i s t o r i c a l  Novel i s  looked a t  c l o s e l y ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r -  

r e l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  i n c l u d e s  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  

second s e n s e .  But ~ u k z c s  seems t o  be s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  i s  t h e  

p e c u l i a r i t y  of b o u r g e o i s  c a p i t a l i s m ,  i n  i t s  g e n e s i s  and deve l -  

opment. That  p a r a d o x i c a l - l y ,  t h e  i d e o l o ~ i e s  o f  l i b e r a l i s m  and 

i n d i v i d u a l i s m  e x i s t  and a r e  s t r e s s e d  p r e c i s e l y  because  it 

f o s t e r s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m .  That t h e  

c l a s s e s  a r e  t i e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  i s  obvious  i n  t h e  economic s t r u c t u r e  

o f  c a p i t a l i s m .  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of  s o c i a l  g roups  a r e  a l s o  t i e d  

i n  a  h o r i z o n t a l  s o c i o l o ~ ~ ~ a l  s e n s e  i s  not  s o  obvious,. ~_uk;cs 

$hou.e:ht he  had l i b e r a t e d  h imse l f  from a n  o v e r l y  n a t u r a l i s t i c  --- 

and p o s i t i v i s t i c  s o c i o l o g y ,  because  he emphasized t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

and immanent r o l e  of of h i s t o r y  ---- 

and o f  p o l i t i c a l  ideo logy .  - This  though t  l e d  him t o  t h e  h a r s h  

c r i t i c i s m  of l a t e r  a u t h o r s  who f a i l e d  t o  mani fes t  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  

o f  t h i s  r o l e ,  by l e n d i n g  t o  human r e l a t i o n s  an a - h i s t o r i c ,  i f  

not  a temporal. q u a l i t y .  Where ~ ~ k z c s  i s  u n j u s t i f i a b l y  c r i t i c a l  

of Joyce ,  Zola and Kafka i s  t h a t  i r o n i c a l l y  he  r e c 0 g n i z . e ~  t h e  

p r o c e s s  of  l i t e r a r y  e x a g g e r a t i o n  i n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  



in t h e  works of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l i s t s ,  S c o t t ,  F l a u b e r t  and 

T o l s t o y  and Balzac .  Th i s  exaggera t ion  i s  b o t h  a r t i s t i c a l l y  

n e c e s s a r y  and applauded by ~ u k s c s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, h i s  

c r i t i c i s m  of  Kafka, Joyce and o t h e r s ,  l o s e s  i t s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

r e l e v a n c e  where he  f a i l s  t o  s e e  t h e  formal  t e x t u a l  p r o d u c t s ,  

t h e i r  works,  a s  b e i n g  i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  sane  e x a g g e r a t i o n  of 

e f f e c t s  which made S c o t t  and To l s toy  g r e a t  n o v e l i s t s .  Th i s  

c r i t i c i s m  of ~ u k s c s  i s  a  s e r i o u s  one ,  f o r  it t o u c h e s  on h i s  

use  of l i t e r a r y  c r i t e r i a  i n  h i s  assessment  of t h e  a u t h o r s  he 

favours .  But it i s  a t  a  d i s t i n c t  l e v e l  from any a t t e m p t  t o  

l o o k  more c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  o t h e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  c r i t e r i a  i n  any 

o v e r a l l  c r i t i c i s m  of  Kafka, Joyce and s o  on, 

A t  a n o t h e r  l e v e l  of  comprehension and e x p l a n a t i o n  -- 
t h e s e  two c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  method of d i a l e c t i c a l  s o c i o l o g y  -- 
Lukzcs a t  once r e v e a l s  a n o t h e r  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  e p i c  and 

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  and t h e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of  t h e  i n t e r n i l  

s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  novel .  To a c h i e v e  t h i s  ~ u k z c s  

d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n  of n w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l  

i n d i v i d u a l s f f  and f lmainta in inp i n d i v i d u a l s t f  i n  b o t h  t y p e s  of  

l i t e r a t u r e  and t h e  connec t ion  i n  both  t y p e s ,  wi th  t h e  e x i s t e n -  

t i a l  b a s i s  of e v e n t s  i n  bo th  h i s t o r i c a l  epochs. 

What m a t t e r s  .., i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  nove l  
i s  n o t  t h e  r e - t e l l i n g  o f  g r e a t  h i s t o r i c a l  
e v e n t s ,  bu t  t h e  p o e t i c  awakening of  t h e  

e o p l e  who f i p u r e d  i n  t h o s e  e v e n t s . ,  . . . 
{ere t h e r e  a r e  deep d i f f e r e n c e s  between 
e p i c  and nove l .  The a l l  n a t i o n 2 1  c h a r a c t e r  
o f  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  themes of e p i c ,  t h e  
r e l a t i o n  between i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  n a t i o n  
i n  t h e  a g e  of h e r o e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  t h e  
most impor tan t  f i g u r e  should occupy t h e  



c e n t r a l  p o s i t i o n ,  wh i l e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
n o v e l  he i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  o n l y  a minor  
c h a r a c t e r , . .  . The antagonisms i n  t h e  
o l d  e p i c s  a r e  p redominan t ly  n a t i o n a l  ones .  
The g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  opponents  s a y ,  A c h i l l e s  
and H e c t o r ,  r e p r e s e n t  s o c i a l l y ,  and t h e r e f o r e  
a l s o  m o r a l l y  v e r y  s i m i l a r  o r d e r s :  t h e  mora l  
s c o p e  o f  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h e  
same: f o r  t h e  one ,  t h e  human as sumpt ions  
b e h i n d  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  o t h e r  a r e  f a i r l y  
t r a n s p a r e n t  and s o  on. A l l  t h i s  i s  q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e  world of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
n o v e l .  Here t h e  l l w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l T 1  
i s ,  e v e n  viewed s o c i a l l y ,  a  p a r t y ,  a r e p r e -  
s e n t a t i v e  of one o f  t h e  many con tend ing  
c l a s s e s  and s t r a t a .  However, i f  he is  t o  
f u l f i l l  h i s  f u n c t i o n  a s  t h e  crowning summit 
of such  a n  a r t i s t i c  wor ld ,  t h e n  h e  must i n  
a v e r y  complex, v e r y  i n d i r e c t  way -- a l s o  
r e n d e r  v i s i b l e  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  p r o g r e s s i v e  
f e a t u r e s  o  t h e  whole o f  s o c i e t y ,  of t h e  
whole age .  9 2  

~ u k z c s  a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  l i t e r a r y  r e a l i s m  i s  

m a n i f e s t e d  i n  t h e  p o r t r a y a l  of  t h e  l i v i n g  b a s i s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  

e v e n t s  i n  t h e i r  i n t r i c a c y  and complex i ty ;  i n  t h e i r  man i fo ld  

i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  a c t i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s .  What i s  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h i s  

k i n d  o f  a n a l y s i s  i s  t h a t  Lukscs t r a n s f o r m s  h i s  e a r l y  concern  

w i t h  t h e  i n d i v i d u z l  v e r s u s  s o c i e t y  problem, i n t o  a  h i s t o r i c a l  

and l i t e r a r y  problem. For a t  t h e  b a s i s  of t h i s  problem i s  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  g r o u p s ,  and t h e i r  e x p r e s s i o n s  i n  v a r y i n g  

'world v i s i o n s  1 .  The c a t e g o r i e s  o f  ' w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l  l 

and ' m a i n t a i n i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s 1  a r e  Goth c o n c e p t u a l i z e d  a s  

c a t e g o r i e s  of t h e  t y p i c a l  c h a r a c t e r s ,  T y p i c a l ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  

t h a t  t h e i r  i n n e r - n o s t  b e i n g s  a r e  de te rmined  by t h e  o b j e c t i v e  

f o r c e s  a t  work i n  t h e  s o c i e t y .  63 A s  ~ u k g c s  s u g g e s t s  what i s  

no more t h a n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  i n  t h e  a r t s  and 

s c i e n c e s  may become t y p i c a l  i n  i t s  l i t e r a r y  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  64 



As a k i n d  of g e n e r a l  axiom which p r o v i d e s  t h e  b a s i s  

f o r  h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  ' m a i n t a i n i n g T  and t h e  'world-  

h i s t o r i c a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  ', ~ u k z c s  a s s e r t s  t h a t  : 

The t y p i c a l  i s  n o t  t o  be  con fused  w i t h  t h e  
a v e r a g e  thouph  t h e r e  a r e  c a s e s  where t h i s  
h o l d s  t r u e ,  n o r  w i t h  t h e  e c c e n t r i c  though 
t h e  t y p i c a l  d o e s  a s  a r u l e  go beyond t h e  
normal .  The t y p i c a l  h e r o  r e a c t s  w i t h  h i s  
e n t i r e  p e r s o n a l i t y  t o  t h e  l i f e  of h i s  age.65 

What t h e n  a r e  ' w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l  ' and ' m a i n t a i n i n g  

c o n c e n t r a t e s  t h e  main f e a t u r e s  of e v e n t s  i n t o  m o t i v e s  f o r  t h e i r  

own a c t i o n s  and  f o r  i n f l u e n c i n g  and g u i d i n g  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  

masses .  N a i n t a i n i n g  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  t h o s e  who e x p e r i e n c e  t h e  

s m a l l e s t  o s c i l l a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  b a s i s  a s  immedia te  d i s t u r b a n c e s  

of t h e i r  i n d i v i d u a l  l i v e s .  ~ u k z c s  u n d e r t a k e s  a  d i a l e c t i c a l  

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e s e  two c a t e g o r i e s  of  i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  d i f f e r e n t  

h i s t o r i c a l  e p o c h s ,  and t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  a s  p l ~ a c e d  by t h e  w r i t e r .  

Dur inp  t h e  pre-dorr inance o f  t h e  e p i c  form,  s o c i a l  l i f e  was much 

less  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  t h a n  it became a f t e r  t h e  e i p h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  

Given t h e  b a s i c  a ims  of l i t e r a t u r e   fro^ t h e  c l s s s i c a l  G r e e k s ,  

t h e  need  t o  c r e a t e  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  l i f e ,  a s  it n o r m a l l y  i s  or, 

t h e  whole ,  a n d  a b s t r a c t  p o t e n t i a l i t y ,  t h e  need t o  t r a n s c e n d  t h e  

immedia te  c o n c r e t e  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e  h e r o ,  ' w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l  i n d i -  

v i d u a i  o c c u p i e d  a dominant  r o l e  i n  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f o r  t h e  p r o s p e c t  

f o r  change r e s t e d  w i t h  t h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y .  By t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  however ,  t h e  h e r o  c o u l d  n o t  be  s t y l i z e d  and  

r o m a n t i c i z e d ,  Fo r  i n  a c t u a l i t y ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  g e n e s i s  of 



h i s t o r i c a l  changes  i n  s o c i e t y  were p o p u l a r  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s .  

T rans fo rma t ions  which had a f f e c t s  on everyday m a t e r i a l  and non- 

m a t e r i a l  l i f e .  But a l t h o u g h  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l ,  i n  s t r i c t l y  

l i t e r a r y  manner ,  t r i e s  t o  g r a s p  a  t o t a l i t y ,  ' m a i n t a i n i n g  

i n d i v i u a l s T  do n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  end a l l  of t h i s  form. The 

b e s t  i l l u s t r a t i o n  of t h i s  i s  Leo T o l s t o y ' s  \ fa r  and Peace ,  a  

n o v e l  i n  which t h e  l e a d i n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  s t a f f  of 

t h e  army, t h e  h e r o e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s m a l l e r  c h a r a c t e r s ,  t h e  

p r i v a t e s ,  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  of war ,  t h e  d i s a s t e r s  of t h e  o ld - fa sh -  

ioned  n o b l e  f a m i l y ;  c o n s t i t u t e  a  t o t a l i t y .  But it is  a  t o t a l -  

i t y  i n  which t h e  d r a m a t i c  i n t e r a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  domes t i c  and 

e m o t i o n a l  p l a n e s ,  and t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  them, a r e  

de te rmined  by t h e  w i d e r  h i s t o r i c a l  f o r c e s  p r e s e n t e d  by T o l s t o y .  

The h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  t h e n ,  d o e s  p o r t r a y  b o t h  c a t e g o r i e s  

of c h a r a c t e r s .  However t h e  r e l a t i v e  dominance of e i t h e r  i s  depen- 

d a n t  on t h e  s u b j e c t  chosen by t h e  c r e a t i v e  w r i t e r .  One outcome 

of t h i s  k i n d  of a n a l y s i s  i s  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r i c 2 1  n o v e l i s t ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  K a l t e r  S c o t t ,  i s  a b l e  i n  t h e  f i r s t i n s t a n c e  t o  

d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  way i n  which h e r o i c  a c t s  a r e  n o t  c a r r i e d  o u t  by  

p o p u l a r  h e r o e s  a l o n e .  But t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of 

s o c i a l  e v e n t s  b r i n g s o u t  t h e  human p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  t h a t  e x i s t  

among t h e  masses .  Lukscs d i s c u s s e s  t h i s  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  t h e o r y  

l a t e r ,  unde r  t h e  h e a d i n g s  o f  ' c o n c r e t e 1  and a b s t r a c t  p o t e n t i -  

a l i t i e s ,  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  t h i s  is a  fundamental  p a r t  o f  modern 

h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i s m ,  Concre te  p o t e n t i a l i t y  i s  concerned w i t h  t h e  

d i a l e c t i c  between t h e  i n d i v i d u a y s  s u b j e c t i v i t y  and o b j e c t i v e  

r e a l i t y .  The l i t e r a r y  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y  t h u s  



i m p l i e s  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  of a c t u a l  p e r s o n s  i n h a b i t i n g  a  p a l p a b l e ,  

i d e n t i f i a b l e  w o r l d .  A b s t r a c t  p o t e n t i a l i t y  on t h e  o t h e r  hand 

b e l o n g s  who l ly  t o  t h e  r ea lm of t h e  s u b j e c t i v e .  A b s t r a c t  p o t e n t i -  

a l i t y  i s  r i c h e r  t h a n  a c t u a l  l i f e .  They a r e  imagined p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

which do not  d e t e r m i n e  s o c i a l  development.  66 I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  b o t h  

"wor ld -h i s to r i ca l .  i n d i v i d u a l s f t  and llmaintainin.g  individual^^^, 

h k z c s  i s  conce rned  w i t h  c o n c r e t e  p o t e n t i a l i t y .  

Ceorg ~ u k g c s  e l a b o r a t e s  on t h e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  a s  a 

t h e o r e t i c a l  p r e - c o n d i t i o n  f o r  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  g e n e s i s  

of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  by s u g g e s t i n g  two f e a t u r e s  of i t s  

development .  F i r s t  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  had t o  s t r i v e  

f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  f a i t h f u l n e s s  by b r i n g i n g  o u t  ? n e c e s s i t y T ,  t h e  

t r a g i c  d e c l i n e  of o l d  f e u d a l  r e l a t i o n s .  This  h i s t o r i c a l  neces -  

s i t y  is  t h e  complex i n t e r a c t i o n  of  t h e  c o n c r e t e  h i s t o r i c a l  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  t h e i r  p r o c e s s  of t r a n s f o r m a t i o n ,  i n  ' t h e i r  

i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  c o n c r e t e  human b e i n g s  ' , who a r e  i n f l u e n c e d  by 

t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  These i n d i v i d u a l s  a c t  i n  a  way, a c c o r d i n g  

t o  t h e i r  p e r s o n a l  p a s s i o n s ,  and t h e  n e c e s s i t y  i s  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  

of t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t r a n s f o r m i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  on p e r s o n a l  

p a s s i o n  and a c t i o n .  Secondly ,  t h e  psychology of t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  

Corresponds  t o  t h e  age of t h e i r  up -b r ing ing .  In i n d i v i d u a l  

r e f e r e n t s  of  a c t i o n ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  s p a t i a l l y - t e m p o r a l l y  

bound. That  i s  t o  s a y ,  t h e  ways i n  which p o t e n t i a l i t i e s  a r e  

p o r t r a y e d a r e  congruen t  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e s ,  manners and p a t t e r n s  

o f  b e h a v i o u r  o f  t h e  p e r i o d  which forrr, t h e  background t o  t h e  

n a r r a t i v e .  According t o  ~ u k j c s ,  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l s  of 

S c o t t ,  B a l z a c  and Tol-s toy,  t h e r e  i s  n e v e r  any  modern iz inp  of 



Psychology .  67 

I n  summary t h e n  a l l  t h e  above d i s c u s s e d  f e a t u r e s  o f  

- t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l ,  r a i s e d  by  ~ u k g c s ,  p o i n t  t o  a  changed 

t o t a l i t y .  ~ u k 6 ~ ~  a p p e a r s  t o  have conc luded  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

n o v e l  is b e s t  p o r t r a y e d  i n  W a l t e r  S c o t t ' s  work p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  

t h e  l a t t e r  d e v e l o p e d  and t y p i f i e d  a l l  t h e  f e a t u r e s  which  d i s t i n -  

g u i s h e d  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  f rom e a r l i e r  forms and l a t e r  modern 

n o v e l s .  S c o t t ' s  c h a r a c t e r s  e x p r e s s  f e e l i n g s  and t h o u g h t s  a b o u t  

r e a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  a  much c l e a r e r  way t h a n  a c t u a l  

men and women of t h e  t i m e  could  have  done. The h i s t o r i c a l  

r e a l i t y  i s  more r e a l ,  more e x a g g e r a t e d  t h a n  t h e  a c t u a l  f e a t u r e s  

o f  s o c i a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  time. 

In k e e p i n g  w i t h  h i s  d i a l e c t i c a l  method,  L U ~ ~ C S  r a i s e s  

t h e  two e s s e n t i a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h i s  a n a l y s i s .  On t h e  one hand 

t h e  a c t u a l l y  c h a n g i n g  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  b e s t  e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  

t h e  F rench  R e v o l u t i o n  of t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and i t s  sound-  

i n g  o f  t h e  d e a t h  k n e l l  t o  f e u d a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  Weste rn  

Europe.  On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  d e b a t e s  and  s u p p o r t -  

i n g  an,d i n t e n s e  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  f o r c e s  of r a d i c a l  changes .  

I n  one  word t h e  g r e z t  q u e s t i o n  was i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  which can  be 

i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  a t  l e a s t  two ways. ~ u k g c s  i m p l i c i t l y  d i s c u s s e s  

i n d i v i d u a l i s m  when h e  m e n t i o n s  t h e  a c t u a l  and l i t e r a r y  p r o c e s s e s  

whereby h i s t o r i c a l  changes  have  widesp read  i n f l u e n c e s  on t h e  

masses .  Wars and  p o l i t i c a l  e v e n t s  become n a t i o n a l  i s s u e s ,  

propoganda e x t e n d s  t h e  e v e n t s  beyond t h e  c o n f i n e s  o f  t h e  n o b l e  

a r i s t o c r a c y  and t h e  f e u d a l  m i l i t a r y .  Again o r d i n a r y  c h a r a c t e r s  



are  t r ans fo rmed  i n t o  h e r o i c  f i g u r e s ,  s o  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  mornen- 

t a r i l y  t r a n s c e n d  t h e i r  immediate s t a t u s .  T h e i r  s o c i a l  con- 

s c i o u s n e s s  d e v e l o p s .  

I a n  VJatt i n  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of  t h e  r i s e  c f  

t h e  nove1, thouph a c c e p t i n g  t h e  profound impact of t h e  French 

R e v o l u t i o n ,  s u g g e s t s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  e x p l a n a t i o n .  For Watt ,  it 

i s  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  i n  t h e  form o f  t h e  r i s e  of D e s c a r t e s i a n  

ph i losophy  which i s  s i g n i f i c a n t .  I n  s o  f a r  a s  Watt s e e s  t h e  

nove l  a s  e x t e n d i n g  i n  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  g e n e s i s  t o  t h e  works of 

F i e l d i n g  and Defoe, h i s  a n a l y s i s  i s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  more compre- 

h e n s i v e .  D e s c a r t e s f  phi losophy o f  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  s h i f t e d  a t t e n -  

t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e r n a l  world of o b j e c t s ,  i n d i v i d u a l  s e n s e  e x p e r i -  

e n c e s ,  a l b e i t  p a r t i c u l a r  exper iences .  Ka t t  r a i s e s  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

manner i n  which t h i s  problem i s  r a i s e d ,  and  t h e i r  p o r t r a y a l  i n  

t h e  works o f  F i e l d i n g  and Defoe. They a re  a  g r e a t e r  u n i t y  o f  

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  between t h e  g e n e r a l  t y p e ,  i n  t e r m s  of a b s t r a c t  

q u a l i t j  e s  and v a l u e s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l s .  Locke T s  

d e f i n i t i o n  of p e r s o n a l  i d e n t i t y  is  a n  i d e n t i t y  of consc iousness  

t h r o u g h  d u r a t i o n  i n  t jme .  The ways i n  which t h e  above a r e  

Opposed t o  P l a t o  and ~ r i s t o t l e ' s  t h e o r i e s  t h a t  I d e a s  were t h e  

u l t i m a t e  r e a l i t i e s .  That t h e s e  I d e a s  o r  Forms were e s s e n t i a l l y  

unchanging t h r o u g h  t ime.  68  

Watt a l s o  n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of a u t h o r s  a r e  

o t h e r  c r i t e r i a  of a n a l y s i s .  P r i o r  t o  F i e l d i n g  and Defoe, a u t h o r s  

such a s  Shakespeare ,  Donne and Johnson,  tended t o  suFpor t  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n s 1  econon ic  and s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  and o p ~ o s e d  t h e  t e n d e n c i e s  



of i n d i v i d u a l i s m .  By t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  Defoe e t c . ,  w3re 

s u p p o r t i n g ,  v a r i o u s l y  t h e  new o r d e r ,  bourgeo i s  i n d i v i d u a l i s m .  
69 

? 

T h i s  view is opposed t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  a r t i c u l a t e d  views of  Georg 

h k s c s .  To d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s  view Watts  a n a l y s e s  Defoe l s  nove l  

The Adventures of Robinson Crusoe. I n  ~ u k s c s i a n  t e rms  ,however, 

Crusoe is presenLed i n  an u n r e a l i s t i c  t i m e l e s s  s e t t i n g ,  and i n  

t h i s  s e n s e  'Crusoef  does  no t  q u a l i f y  a s  a  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  a s  a  Romantic nove l .  Though a g a i n  even !?omanticism 

opposed t h e  d e g r a d i n g  a s p e c t s  o f  bourgeo i s  c a p i t a l i s m .  Secondly,  

t h e  n o v e l i s t  h e r e  d o e s  no t  p o r t r a y  t h e  r e a l  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t r a -  

d i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  development cf economic i n d i v i d u a l i s m .  Man 

F r i d a y  i s  i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o  comprehend, l e t  a l o n e  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  

t e n e t s  o f  C r u s o e l s  v u l g a r  mercan t i l i sm.  Many o f  t h e s e  c r i t i c i s m s  

were no ted  by Watt h i m s e l f .  70 

N e v e r t h e l e s s  i n  s o  f a r  a s  a n a l y s i s  emphasizes 

t h e  a t t e m p t  of Defoe t o  u n i v e r s a l i z e  c a p i t a l i s m ,  s p a t i a l l y  a s  

w e l l  a s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l l y ,  h i s  a n a l y s i s  i s  profound f o r  an  a l t e r -  

n a t i v e  t r e n d  i n  t h e  development o f  t h e  n o v e l ,  and one s t a r t e d  

b e f o r e  t h e  r i s e  of Wal ter  S c o t t .  The s o c i o l o g i c a l  r e l e v a n c e  

of t h i s  t a k e s  u s  back t o  t h e  problem of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l - s o c j - e t y ,  

C l e a r l y ,  two t r e n d s  emerged d u r i n c  t h e  d e v e l o p m n t  o f  t h e  novel .  

One, t h e  n a t u r a l i s t i c  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  which r e l i e s  on 

s u b j e c t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  l i f e .  The niost modern t r e n d  

of  t h i s  a r t i s t i c  approach can be l o c a t e d  c h i e f l y  i n  t h e  works of 

A l b e r t  Camus. The development a l s o  gave r i s e  t o  the n o v e l s  and 

p l a y s  o f  Brecht  and t h e  pe r iod  of s o c i a l i s t  and c r i t i c a l  r e a l i s m .  

Althoueh t h e  l a t t e r  is l e s s  developed,  ~ u k s c s  s e e s  t h e  f u t u r e  of 



t h e  modern n o v e l  as a genuine  a r t i s t i c  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  l a t t e r .  

The q u e s t i o n  whe the r  even t h i s  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  

v a l i d ,  a s  ~ u k g ~ ~  i m p l i e s , i s  t h e  problem t o  which we now t u r n .  
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CHAPTER VI 

FROM THE HISTORICAL TO Th'Z COKTE?.IPORARY NOVEL 

rNTRODUCTORY REMARKS 

# 

B e f o r e  e n t e r i n g  i n t o  a  d i s c u s s i o n  of m a j o r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  

of ~ u k z c s '  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  f o r  modern c o n c e p t i o n s  

of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  1 would l i k e  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  b a s i c  t h r e a d s  of 
I 

t h e  a rgument  s o  f a r .  I n  c h a p t e r  one  I s u r v e y e d  t h e  background  

of H e g e l ' s  p h i l o s o p h y  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  o f  Greek t h o u g h t .  The 

q u e s t i o n :  what i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  r e a l i t y ? ,  and t h e  Greek concep-  

t i o n ,  u n d e r  P l a t o ,  was shown t o  c o n t a i n  t h e  e l e m e n t s  o f  a l a t e r  

H e g e l i a n  c o n c e p t  "becoming". The A r i s t o t e l i a n  c o n c e p t i o n  of  

form,  t h a t  i s  i m i t a t i o n ,  had  i t s  e m p i r i c a l  r e f e r e n t s  i n  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  d a y  t o  day  a c t i o n s  o f  men, w h e t h e r  K i n g ' s  o r  

b e g g a r s .  H e g e l ' s  e p i s t e m o l o ~ i c a l  and p h j l o s o p h i c a l  s y s t e m s  

which c o n t i n u e  t o  e x e r c i s e  w idesp read  i n f l u e n c e  i n  b o t h  Euro?e 

and  Nor th  America ,  was shown a l s o  t o  have  re -opcned  t h e  whole 

q u e s t i o n  of t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  b a s i s  of a r t  d u r i n g  t h e  E n l i g h t e n m e n t .  

The r e a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  above  q u e s t i o n  f o r  Hegel  a s  f o r  

Marx was t h e  r e l a t i o n  between i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  Hegel propounded $he d i a l e c t i c a l  method a n d  
, 

t h e r e b y  s u g g e s t e d  two t y p e s  of r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  v e r t i c a l  h i s t o r i c a l  

p r o c e s s  on t h e  one hand ,  and t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  t e m p o r a l  p r o c e s s ,  

on t h e  o t h e r .  I n  t h e  f i rs t  i n s t a n c e  t h e  p i c t u r e  drawn i s  a  

b r o a d ,  panoramic  movement t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  epochs .  

I n  t h e  s econd  i n s t a n c e  Hegel  t e n d s  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e  s p e c i f i c  



forms o f  law, r e l i g i o n ,  p o l i t i c a l  sys t ems  and so on which c o r r e -  

spond t o  p a r t i c u l a r  s t a g e s  i n  %he p r o c e s s  of s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  

I n  a n o t h e r  c h a p t e r  I d i s c u s s  t h e  ways jn which Kar l  

Marx and F r e d r i c k  Enge l s  u t i l i z e  a s p e c t s  of H e g e l f s  t h e o r i e s  

and t r a n s f o r m e d  o t h e r  a s p e c t s ,  main ly  t h e  d i a l e c t i c .  I d i s c u s s  

a l s o  t h e  ways i n  ,which t h e o r i s t s  l i k e  ETarx and Dewey r e t a i n e d  

an e s s e n t i a l  a s p e c t  of Hegel ian ism,  namely t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  n o t  

o n l y  do t y p e s  o f  a r t i s t i c  c r e a t i o n  and t h e i r  changes co r re spond  

t o  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r s l  chhnges ,  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  a r t i s t i c  c r e a t i o n  

of i n d i v i d u a l s  have t h e i r  b a s i s  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  p h i l o s o p h i c z l  and 

e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n s  of any  g i v e n  h i s t o r i c a l  epoch. 

h r x T s  majo r  c o n t r i b u t i c n  however was t o  s e e k  an e x p l a n a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and s o c i a l -  

h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i t y  n o t  i n  t h e  Hegel ian  "Ge i s t r l ,  b u t  i n  t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  of t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  

epoch. 

Georg ~ u k G c s  r e a s s e r t e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  

d i a l e c t i c  method, s ? e c i f y i n g  i t s  l i m i t a t i o n  t o  s o c i a l  a s  opposed 

t o  n a t u r a l  o r g a n i c  p r o c e s s e s .  I demonst ra ted  two p r i n c i ~ a l  i d e a s  

a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  f i r s t  t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  were n o t  o r d e r e d  i n  

some c o n t i n g e n t  manner,  s o  t h a t  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f .  Secondly  t h a t  a s  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  

we must c o n s i d e r  t h e  movement of economic and p o l i t i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  

n o t  j u s t  a s  f a c t s ,  b u t  a s  c a t e g o r i e s  e ~ p r e s s i n g ~ ~ f o r m s  and  cond i -  

t i o n s  o f  e x i s t e n c e " .  This  t y p e  o f  a n a l y s i s  r a i s e s  profound 

q u e s t i o n s  f o r  s o c i o l o g y  and t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e ,  It 

r a i s e s  t h e  problem o f t h e  connec t ion  between t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  



and s t r u c t u r a l  p r o c e s s e s  of r e a l i t y .  Fo l lowing  from t h i s  L U ~ C C S  

a r g u e d  t h a t  " s o c i a l  f a c t s *  canno t  be  proposed  a s  immedia te  and  

g i v e n .  T h i s  i s  t h e  p o i n t  of d e p a r t u r e  f o r  Mannhe in r s  s o c i o l o g y  
.* 

of knowledge,  a s  it was a l s o  f o r  LukacsT  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t o t a l i t y .  

These  a r e  v i t a l  c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  ~ u k s c s ~  a n a l y s i s  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e  and  s o 8 c i e t y ,  a  problem c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  t o  h i s  

f o r m u l a t i o n s  of i n d i v i d u a l s  and c l a s s e s  i n  modern c a p i t a l i s t  

S o c i e t i e s .  T h i s  l e v e l  of a n a l y s i s  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  ~ u k z c s  f rom 

t h e  p o s i t i v i s t i c  z o c i o l o g i s t s  s u c 5  a s  hreber on t h e  one hand 

and  t h e  American s o c i o l o g i s t s  of l i t e r a t u r e  such  a s  Duncan a n d  

L o w e n t h a l l  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  M a r x i s t  c r i t i c s  such  a s  Ralph Fox 

who a d h e r e d  t o  d i a l e c t i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m .  L L U ~ ~ C S  e x p r e s s e d  t h e  

e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n  of t o t a l i t y  a s  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  
% 

s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  on t h e  one hand and t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  

i n  l i t e r a t u r e  and  a r t  of t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f  

r e l a t i v e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  of s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  on t h e  o t h e r ,  a s  

one  v a r i a t i o n  of t h e  concep t  o f  t o t a l i t y .  And what I would 

t e r m  h i s  s o c i o l o p i c a l  r e a l i s m  i s  t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  

of how some a u t h o r s  r e ~ r e s e n t  i r  t h e i r  n o v e l s  t h e  c l a s s  e x p r e s -  

s i o n s  and moods which ~ a r t l g  g e n e r a t e  b u t  p a r t l y  r e spond  t o  t h e  

w i d e r  p o l i t i c a l  and  econon ic  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  which d e s t r o y  o l d  

F i n a l l y  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r  I examined t h e  most i r n ~ o r t a n t  

t h e o r e t i c a l .  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of l i t e r a t u r e  and s o c i e t y  deve loped  by 

~ n k a / c s .  H i s  e x p l a n a t i ~ n  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  ~ o v e l ,  t h e  most 

e x t e n s i v e l y  d i s c u s s e d  i s  s u p p e s t e d  t o  be d i a l e c t i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  



t o  p r e v i o u s  forms of l i t e r a r y  p r o d u c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  drama 

and t h e  e p i c .  Though some o f  t h e  more t e c h n i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  

abou t  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  a r e  

no t  w i t h o u t  p o l i t i c a l  b i a s .  

Given ~ u k g c . ~ '  e l a b o r a t e  framework t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  

l i t e r a r y  s o c i o l o g , i c a l  concep t ion  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i a l  

r e a l i t y  a p p e a r  t o  become l o s t .  I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  I i n t e n d  t o  
@ 

approach  t h e s e  problems by way o f  an examina t ion  of  LukacsT  

e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  change i n  w r i t i n g  t o  t h e  n o v e l .  I s h a l l  a l s o  

t r a c e  some of t h e  con tend ing  e x p l a n a t i o n s  and t h e i r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

r e l e v a n c e .  

Ceorg ~ u k z c s  h a s  a lways  claimed f o r  h i s  works a n o t e  

of u rgency  which p r e v a d e s  t h e  c o n t e n t  of h i s  d i s c u s s i o n s  and 

which h a s  become t h e  s o u r c e  of b i t t e r  c r i t i c i s m  by c0ntern;erary 

p h i l o s o p h e r s  such  as S a r t r z .  Lichtheimsnd Henri  Le febvre .  1 

S a r t r e  r e s p o n d s  t o  ~ u k s c s f  a t t a c k  on e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  a s  t h e  

c o n c r e t e  approach  t o  r e a l i t y ,  L i c h t h e i ~ a t t a c k s  L U ~ & S  a s s e r t  i o n  

t h a t  ' s o c i a l i s t  r e a l i s n ; '  i s  t h e  on ly  v a l i d  framework f o r  an 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of p rese r i t  day l i t e r a r y  t r e n d s  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  contemporary  b o u r g e o i s  s o c i e t y .  Xhsreas  

S a r t r e l s  a t t a c k  i s  e p i s t e n o l o g i c a l  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l ,  Lichtheim 

a t t a c k s  ~ u k z c s  f o r  s e c t a r i a n i s m .  I t  i s  u n d e n i a b l e  t h a t  ~ u k z c s  

d i d  a f t e r  1923 r e j e c t  f o r m a l l y  Geschi&e u n d - _ K ~ ~ s e & e o ~ u s s t s e i n ,  

and moreover t h a t  most of h i s  w r i t i n & s  a r e  m a n i f e s t l y  p o l i t i c a l  

propaganda.  The p o i n t  o f  t h e  a rguneLt  h e r e  i s  t h a t  l u k z c s  

c o n s t r u c t s  a t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a e o : o r k  which p r o v i d e s  one of  t h e  



of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between human consc iousness ,  though t  and r e a l i t y  

as m a n i f e s t  i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  When s t r i p p e d  of i t s  p r o p z z a n d i s t i c  

e l ements ,  t h i s  framework can p r i m a r i l y  be  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  i t s  

a lmos t  t o t a l  r e j e c t i o n  of l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  contemporary 

l i t e r a t u r e  and i t s  concern  wi th  a  v i a b l e  concept  of t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  i n  cobtemporary i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y .  

The most r e l e v a n t  p a r t  of  ~ u k z c s  framework, f o r  t h e  

a n a l y s i s  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  t h e s i s  i s  a summary of The 

H i s t o r i c a l  Novel. I n  t h i s  work, ~ u k s c s  proposes  t h e  French 

Revo lu t ion  a s  t h e  economic and i d e o l o g i c a l  founda t ion  f o r  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  novo l  . The h i s t o r i c a l  nove l  i s  t h e  ~ u k i c s i a n  t e rm 

f o r  t h o s e  works of l i t e r a t u r e  appear ing  i n  t h e  l a t e  e i g h t e e n t h  

and th roughou t  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r i e s  which were produced by 

b o u r g e o i s  p o l i t i c a l  and economic r e v o l u t i o n s ,  b u t  which never-  

t h e l e s s  e x p r e s s e d  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  expanding cash  nexus of 

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  and t h e  r e s u l t i n g  bourgeo i s  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  i n  

European s o c i e t y ,  Luka'cs may have termed t h e  form h i s t o r i c a l  

f o r  two r e a s o n s ,  f i rs t  because  t h i s  t y p e  of n o v e l  though i n  

c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  romant ic  l i t e r a t u r e  and i t s  

f o r e r u n n e r s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s  a c c e p t s t h e i r  c r i t i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s ;  

second ly  because  t h e  w r i t e r s  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  would 

d i s p l a y  i n  t h e i r  w r i t i n g s  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  foremost  

i d e o l o g i c a l  and p h i l o s o p h i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  of t h e  s o c i a l  l i f e  

i n  t h o s e  p e r i o d s .  

~ u k i c s  proposes  t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  Wal ter  

S c o t t  a s  t h e  l e a d e r  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  nove l  s c h o o l  i n  Europe. 2 

The p r o c e s s  of development of t h i s  g e n r e  b e g i n s  wi th  S c o t t ' s  



i d e o l o g i c a l  b e l i e f  t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  d e c l i n i n g  f e u d a l  a r i s t o c r a c y  

n o r  t h e  o r p r e s s e d  p e a s a n t r y  would win i n  t h e  c l a s h  o f  f o r c e s  

P r e s e n t  i n  E n g l i s h  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  R a t h e r  

it was t h e  s m a l l ,  b u t  g rowing  b o u r g e o i s i e  which would t r a n s f o r m  

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and  economic s t r u c t u r e  of E n g l i s h  s o c i e t y .  Lukgcs' 

P o s t  f a c t o  a n a l y s i s  of t h i s  problem l e d  him t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  

P r e s e n c e  of  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  o f  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  S c o t t s  

n o v e l s  i n  t e r m s  of S c o t t ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a midd le  p a t h .  But t h e  

P r o c e s s  ended w i t h  t h e  works  o f  T o l s t o y ,  ( 1 8 2 8 - 1 9 1 ~ )  i n  which 

t h e  n o v e l i s t  p o r t r a y s  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  r a p i d l y  i n d u s t r i a l i z i n g  

s o c i e t y ,  t h e  c h a n g i n g  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  and d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  

P e a s a n t r y .  Once a g a i n  t h e  conce rn  o f  t h i s  e r a  o f  n o v e l i s t s  i s  

t h e  p rob lem of  i n d i v i d u a l  f reedom, a dilemma which i s  p a r t l y  a  

Consequence o f  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  power of  b o u r g e o i s  modes o f  l i v i n g  

and s t a n d a r d s .  But it i s  a  dilemma which is  broadened  by T o l s t o y ,  

Dos toevsky  and t h e  l a t e r  Thomas Mann t o  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n s  o f  a  

U n i v e r s a l  p rob lem.  Arnold Hauser  l i k e  ~ u k i c s  v iews  t h i s  e l emen t  

as  o n e  o f  t h e  s t r o n g e s t  f o u n d a t i o n s  of t h e  c o n t e n p o r a r y  n o v e l ,  

d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y . 3  R e i t e r a t i n g  t h e  l i n e  of 

a n a l y s i s  a d o p t e d  by Lukgcs,  Hauser  su€Y'ests t h a t  t h e  avcwedly  

p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e n t  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  and e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  

n o v e l s  i n  England and R u s s i a  had t h e i r  l o f t y  t r a d i t i o n s  and 

i d e a l s  5n t h e  n o v e l s  of Romanticism. SO t h a t  d e s p i t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  

i n  t h e  works  of  Dos toevsky  a n d  T o l s t o y  and i n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  t o  
I1 

t h e  prob lem of i n d i v i d u a l i s n  and f r eedem:  t h e  probleni i t s e l f  

was n o t  new; i t  had a l w a y s  o c c u ~ i e d  t h e  r o m a n t i c s  and  from 1830 

onwards  it had h e l d  a  c e n t r a l  ~ l 2 c e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  p h i l o s o ~ h i c a l  



t h o ~ ~ h t f l . ~  However i n  t h e  work o f  t h e  foremos t  n o v e l i s t s  o f  

t h e  l a t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  

as w e l l  a s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

prob lem changed .  The re  was a  g r a d u a l ,  b u t  c o n s i s t e n t  s h i f t  

/ 

- -1 from t h e  w r i t e r ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  a s  a  m o r a l  e n t i t y ,  t o  1 
I 

one  of s o c i e t y  as,  a  socld.-s t rucLual  set _of_ compcr imts .  A t  

t h e  same t i m e ,  t h e r e  was a  chacge  i n  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h e  ~ r o b l e m  1 
of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  a  f r e e  -- and c r e a t i v e  e n t i t y  . a s  -- a  b a s i c  

I 
p r e - s u p j o s i t i o n  of t h e  r o a a m t i c i s t s ,  - t o  one of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  , -----.- i 
as d e t e r m i n e d  by s o c i a l  - s t r u c t u r a l  - .  - --- f o r c e s .  T h i s  chang ing  1 

./ 

C o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n  r e a c h e d  a  h i g h  p o i n t  between i d e a l i s t i c  

r o m a n t i c i s m  on t h e  one hand ,  and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  a  c o n c e p t i o n  

of  a f f e c t i v e  r e a l i t y ,  o f  c l a s s  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  l a t e r  p e r i o d  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  demcc racy  on t h e  o t h e r .  T h i s  h i g h  p o i n t  i n  concep-  

t u a l i s a t i o n  i s  p a r t l y  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  works of Dos toevsky  and  

~ o l s t o ~ . 5  T h i s  c o n c e p t u a l i s a t i o n  i s  t h e  one t o  which most  of 

~ u k a ) c s '  t h e o r i e s  and e m p i r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m s  of l i t e r a t u r e  and  

c u l t u r e  r e f e r .  It i s  t o  t h e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

s i t u a t i o n  i n  c l a s s  s o c i e t y  t h a t  gave  L U ~ ~ C S  h i s  cue  f o r  a  r a d i c a l  

l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  and a  c r i t i q u e  of s o c i e t y .  Tha t  t h i s  cue  

a l s o  r e i n f o r c e d  i n  Lukzcs  p h i l o s o p h y  t h e  n o t i o n  of a c t i o n  t o  

chanpe  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d c a l  i s  ~f no g r e a t  i m ~ o r t a n c e  

h e r e .  Tha t  p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  cue  s h o u l d  p a r a d o x i c a l l y  b e c o r ~ e  t h e  

s o u r c e  o f  l i m i t a t i o n  f o r  L u k ~ c s '  t h e o r e t i c a l  development  i s  of 

g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e .  6 

J u s t  a s  ~ u k s c s  u sed  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  o r i g i n s  and 

e a r l i e r  deve lopment  o f  b o u r g e o i s  democra . t i c  i n d u s t r i a l i s m  t o  



f o r m u l a t e  a  t h e o r y  of  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  

a s  what t h a t  c l a s s  shou ld  t h i n k  o r  f e e l .  He deve loped  a 

h y p o t h e s i s  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  c l a s s  s o c i e t y  a s  t o  how t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  s h o u l d  t h i n k  and a c t .  I n  b o t h  c a s e s  t h e  c l a s s  

i n t e r e s t  was Lukgcs l  p o i n t  of d e p a r t u r e .  His t h e o r y  o f  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  had t h i s  s a n e  p o i n t  of d e p a r t u r e .  

THE PROBLEM AFTER THE BOURGEOIS NOVEL 

I n  a n  a t t e m p t  a t  a  more e l z b o r a t e  a n a l y s i s  cf t h e  
/ 

Marxian d i c t u m  of c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  and a c t i o n ,  Lukacs p r o v i d e d  

t h e  f o r m a l  ( s o  he  t h o u g h t ) h i s t o r i c a l  l i n k  between t h e  o r i g i n a l  

h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and v a r i o u s  g e n r e s  

of t h e  con tempora ry  n o v e l .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  ~ u k g c s  a l s o  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  h e  had d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  key t o  an  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of ' 

t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  i d e o l o e y  which g o v e r n s  t h e  w r i t e r ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s i t u a t i o n ,  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  o f  contem- 

p o r a r y  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y .  The key  of c o u r s e  was t h e  c o n c e p t s  

of c o n c r e t e  and a b s t r a c t  p o t e n t i a l - i t i e s .  
7 

LukZcs by  u s h g  t h e  above two a s p e c t s  o f  h i s  e x p l a n a -  

t i o n ,  h e l d  t h a t  w r i t e r s  deve loped  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  I n d i -  

v i d u a l  and c o n s c i o u s n e s s  w i t h i n  t h e  form of t h s  T 'bourgeo i s  

t h e  l a t t e r ,  s t i l l  t o  b e  deve loped .  L U ~ ~ C S  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  

f o r  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  of l i t e r a r y  p,erlr€s i s  s imp ly  t h a t  a u t h o r s  

have  beer? u n a b l e  t o  p e n e t r a t e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  " r e i f i c a t i o n  of 

contemporary  b o u r g e o i s  i n d u s t r i a l  soc ie ty17 .  T h i s  i s  a c e n t r a l  



problem o f  modern s o c i e t y ,  whereby t h e  l l r e l a t i o n s h i p  betwezn 

p e o p l e  t a k e s  on t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h i n g s .  Tt 8 

The fol1ov:ing a r e  b r i e f  d e f i n i t i o n s  of t h e  g e n r e s  d e s c r i b e d  by 
& 

h k z c s :  t h e  "bourgeo i s  r e a l i s t  n o v e l n ,  i s  produced by a w r i t e r  

who i d e o l o g i c a l l y  sympa th i ses  wi th  t h e  middle  c l a s s e s .  But t h e  

works prcduced a r e  r e a l i s t  p a r t l y  due t o  be ing  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  

of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l .  The bourgeo j s  r e a l i s t  nove l  p r e s e n t s  

a comple te  p i c t u r e  of t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  b o u r g e o i s  l i f e ,  a t  

a p r e c i s e  moment and s t a p e  o f  developmerit of a  s o c i e t y .  Problems 

a r e  p r e s e n t e d ,  b u t  l e f t  unanswered. The c h a r a c t e r s  p r e s e n t e d  

and t h e  c h o i c e s  f o r  a c t i o n  t a k e  p l a c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  background 

of t h e  o v e r r i d i n p  problems posed by t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  o f  a 

s p e c i f i c  d i r e c t i o n  of c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i a l  d e v e l c p e n t  .9 ~ u k d c s  

r e g a r d s  t h e  w r k s  of Thomas Mann a s  t h e  b e s t  example o f  

"bourgeo i s  r e a l i s m T T .  ~ u k z c s  remarks of Nann and t h e  b o u r g e o i s  

r e a l i s t s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

If t h e s e  works a  
a lways  because  t 
can r e n d e r  t h e  c  
a t  t h e j - r  f u l l e s t  
h i s t o r i c a l  r e a l i  
c o n f l i c t s  p e r s u e  
however f e a r l e s s  
t h a n  zn  h o n e s t l y  
o f t e n  s imply  jux 
t h e  "ria" w i t h o u t  

r e  i m p o r t a n t  it 
hey a c h i e v e  a  fs 
o n f l i c t s  cf t h e i  

r ange  w i t h i n  t h  
t y .  Yet t h e s e  s 
d  i n  t e rms  o f  i d  
l y ,  can  g e t  n o t  

s t a t e d  a n t i t h e s  
t a p o s e s  t h e  

connec t ion .  EB"" 

i s  a lmos t  
rin which 
r t i m e s  
e  g i v e n  
ame 
e a s ,  
f u r t h e r  
i s  ~ t h i c h  
" and 

TIKo;odernismtf i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  b o u r ~ e o i s  r e a l i s m ,  i s  a n t i - r e a l  i s t  . 
LukZcs S u g F e s t s  t h a t  "modernis t"  w r i t e r s  h r v e  been u n a b l e  t o  

p e n e t r a t e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  r e i f i c a t i o ~ l  i v  contemporary 

i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  D e s p i t e  t h e i r  d e s i r e s  t o  

c r i t i c i z e  s o c j e t y  2s a  t o t a l i t y ,  t h e s e  w r i t e r s  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  



g r a s p  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of c a p i t a l i s m ' s  development a s  a s t a g e  i n  

human h i s t o r y  and a r e  t h e r e f o r e  u n a b l e  t o  deve lop  a we l t anschauung  

which could  p r a s p  c r i t i c a l l y  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  h i - s t o r i c a l  c o n t r a -  

d i c t i o n s  of t h e i r  own s o c i e t i e s .  The consequences  o f  t h i s  

P o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  w r i t e r  a r e t h a t  f i r a t l ' j  i n  o n t o l o g i c a l  t e r m s ,  

man i s  s e e n  by th9m a s  s o l i t a r y ,  a - s o c i a l ,  and s i m i l a r  t o  

H e i d e g g e r ' s  man a s  " thrown-into-being".  I n  s h o r t ,  t h e  view i s  

a n  a - h i s t o r i c a l  one i n  which t h e  a u t h o r  i s  u n a b l e  t o  go beyond 

t h e  confines of h i s  own s u b j e c t i v e  e x p e r i e n c e .  S s c o n d l y ,  t h e  

a r t i s t i c  r e p r e s s n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  a s  a g i v e n  w i t h  

no "pre  e x i s t e n t  r e a l i t y ,  beyond h i s  own s e l f . "  Eut  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  i s  a l s o  J o c a t e d  i n  a t i m e l e s s  r e a l i t y ,  a  ~ n i v e r s a l  

c o n d i t i o n  hurnaine. ~ u k g c s  s a y s  o f  modern i s t  l i t e r a t u r e  : 

A t t e n u a t i o n  o f  r e a l i t y  and d i s s o l u t i o n  
o f  p e r s o n a l i t y  a r e  t h u s  i n t e r d e p e n d e n t ;  
t h e  s t r o n g e r  t h e  c n e ,  t h e  s t r o n g e r  t h e  
o t h e r .  Under ly ing  both  i s  t h e  l a c k  o f  
a  c o n s i s t e n t  view o f  human na?ure .  Man 
i s  reduced t o  a  sequence o f  u n r e l a t e d  
e x p e r i e n t i a l  f r agmen t s :  he i s  a s  i ~ e x -  
p l i c a b l e  t o  o t h e r s  a s  t o  h i m s e l f .  

The above ~ u k g c s i a n  argument i s  p l a u s i b l e  i f  t a k e n  a t  f a c e  

v a l u e ,  b u t  s i n c e  ~ u k 5 c s  h imse l f  does  n o t  p r o v i d e  any  d i s c u s s i o n  

i n  h i s  work on a c t u a l  n o v e l i s t s  - a p a r t  f rom one p o l e m i c a l  

d i s c u s s i o n  of  l e s s e r  known German n o v e l i s t s  -- h i s  a t t a c k s  

a p p e a r  ex-ggerated, even unfounded.12 S o c i a l i s t  r e a l i s m  i s  

d e f i n e d ,  a s  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  of c r i t i c a l  r e a l i s m  bu t  one used  

" t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  working of f o r c e s  tovi&rds s o c i a l i s m  frorr, 

t h e  j .ns idev .  Th i s  ~ u k s c s  d e s c r i b e s  a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  whereby 

t h e  contemporary  n o v e l i s t  p o r t r a y s  h u m n  b e i n g s  whose psycho- 



l o g i c a l  make-up and e f f o r t s  & r e  d i r e c t e d  toward b u i l d i n g  a 

s o c i a l i s t  f u t u r e .  It is a f u t u r e  which i s  b u i l t  on a  Marxian 

a n a l y s i s  of t h e  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  and d e v e l o p i n g  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s .  l3 It is  no wonder t h a t  ~ u k s c s  c r i t i c s  

o f t e n  deem him a  M a r x i s t  TThacktr. For  t h i s  is one of  t h e  

e x t r e m e l y  weak a s p e c t s  of ~ u k g c s '  a n a l y s i s ,  no t  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  

c h o i c e  o f  d o c t r i n e  a s  L ich te im s u g g e s t s ,  b u t  because  o f  h i s  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  s o c i a l i s m ,  

From t h e  f o r e g o i n g  it a p p e a r s  t h a t  a p a r t  from ~ u k s c s '  

o r i g i n a l  i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e  r o l e  p layed  by i d e o l o g y  i n  t h e  

f o r m u l a t i o n  of l i t e r a r y  themes and c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  of 

i n d i v i d u a l s ,  l i t t l e  i s  o f f e r e d  by way of  e l a b o r a t i o n  i n  h i s  

w r i t i n g s  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t e n o r  and i d e o l o g i c a l  themes a b o u t  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  contemporary l i t e r a t u r e .  It i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  

a v o i d  ~ u k z c s f  e r r o r  cf a t t a c k i n g  S a r t r e  a n d t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l i s t s  

and p r o v i d e  a c r i t i q u e  of conteniporary i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a r t s ,  w i t h o u t  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  

~ u k s c s '  f o r m u l a t i o n s  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and  s o c i a l  r e a l 5 . t ~  i n  

l i t e r a t u r e .  T h i s  w i l l  be  t h e  concern  of t h e  remainder  o f  t h i s  

d i s c u s s i o r ~ .  

LITERARY P H I L O S O P R Y  A K D  S O C I A L  CHAKGE:  

NARCUSE'S ONE D I X E N S I O K A L  SOCIETY 

H e r b e r t  Marcuse h a s  remarked i n  z n  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t r a d i t i o n a l  c r i t i c a l  t h e o r y ,  i n  a  c o ~ t e m p o r a r y  

i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y ,  i n  which t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  powers cf  t e c h n o l o g y ,  

r i s i n e .  C ,  s t a n d a r d s  of  l i v i n g  G r  i t s  p o t e n t i a l  For  t h e  masses and 



e f f i c i e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l ;  have a l t e r e d  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  s o c i e t y .  Marcuse h a s  s a i d :  

The obscene  merger  o f  a e s t h e t i c s  and r e a l i t y  
r e f u t e s  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i e s  v h i c h  oppose TTpoe t i c l l  
i m a g i n a t i o n  t o  empfricA1 Reason. T e c h n o l o g i c a l  
p r o g r e s s  i s  accompanied by a  p r o g r e s s i v e  
r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n  and even r e a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  
imag ina ry .  The a r c h e  t y p e s  of h o r r o r  a s  w e l l  
a s  o f  j o y ,  o f  war a s  w e l l  a s  of  peace  l o s e  
t h e i r  c a t a s t r o p h i c  c h a r a c t e r .  T h e i r  appea rance  
i n  t h e  d a i l y  l i f e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  i s  no 
l o n g e r  t h a t  o f  i r r a t i o n a l  f o r c e s  - t h e i r  
modern o i n a t o r s  a r e  e l emen t s  of t e c h n o l o g i c a l  
domina t ion ,  and s u b j e c t  t o  it .14 

The t h e s i s  of N a r c u s e ' s  d i s c u s s i o n  i n  One Cimensional  Yan ,bea r s  

d i r e c t  r e l e v a n c e  f o r  t h e  work o f  ~ u k z c s .  The former  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t h o u g h t  i n  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

c r i t i c a l  t h e o r y ,  moulded a  c o n c e p t i o n  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  x i t h  

n e e d s  a n d  f a c u l t i e s  i n  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t k e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m .  I n d i v i d u a l  freedom wss i n  t h e c r y  

p o s s i b l e ,  b u t  t h e  s o c i e t y  o p ~ o s e d  t h i s .  The p r o l e t a r i z t  c l a s s  

was opposed by  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  i t s  i n t e r e s t s  t o  t h e  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s  

o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e .  But bo th  t h e s e  i n t e r e s t s  and i d e o l o g i e s  

have  been c o n t a i n e d ,  i n  exchanEe f o r  i n c r e a s i n g  m a t e r i a l  w e l f a r e .  

Thus t h e  e a r l i e r . K a r x i s t  c r i t i q u e  of t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  t h e o r y  

and p r a c t i c e  a r e  no l o n g e r  t e n a b l e ,  i n  t h e  framework of  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  i d e o l o g i c a l  c&te ,gor i e s .  For b o t h  c l a s s e s ,  and s e t s  

o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  have subni i t ted  t o  t h e  pcwer o f  t e c h n o l o g y .  1 5  

Narcuse  summarizes h i s  argumen5s a s  f o l l o w s :  

There i s  o n l y  one d imens ion ,  and it i s  
everywhere  and i n  a l l  forms.  The 
ach ievement s  of p r o g r e s s  d e f y  i d e o l - o g i c a l  



i n d i c t m e n t  as  we1 1 a s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ;  b e f o r e  
t h e i r  t r i b u n a l ,  t h e  f a l s e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  
t h e i r  r a t i o n a l i t y  becomes t r u e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  

T h i s  a b s o r p t i  
n o t  , how e v e r ,  
On t h e  c o n t r a  
i n d u s t r i a l  cu 
i t s  p r e d e c e s s  
i s  i n  t h e  p r o  

on o f  ideo logy  i n t o  r e a  
s i g n i f y  t h e  "end c f  i d  

. r y  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  s e n s e  
l t u r e  i s  more i d e o l o g i c  
o r ,  inasmuch a s  t h e  i d e  
c e s s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  i t s e  

l i t y  d o e s  
e o l o g y n .  
advanced 
a 1  t h a n  

a 

The many e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of N a r c u s e T s  a n a l y s i s  a r e  

l a t e r  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t e r m s  o f  Marx1s c l a s s i c - 1  t h e o r y .  The 

e x p l o i t a t i o n  and s t a t u s  of t h e  p r o l e t a r i a n  worker  h a s  been 

t r a n s f o r m e d  and modif ied  by machine t echno logy  and au tomat ion .  

H i s  i n t e g r a t i o n  i s  l e s s  conspicuous .  Consequent ly t h e  n a t u r e  

of a l i e n a t i o n  h a s  been t r a n s f o r m e d ,  f ror i  b e i n g  a p h y s i c a l  t o  

a more m e n t a l  s t a t e .  The t h e o r e t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  f o r  a c r i t i q u e  

of s o c i e t y ,  a s  modif ied  by Lukzcs,  t h e r e f o r e  h a s  t o  b e  r e v i s e d .  

A t  t h e  same t i m e  Lukgcs' concep t ion  of t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of t h e  

p r o l e t a r i a t  a l s o  n e e d s  t o  be r e v i s e d .  

L ~ ~ C ~ ~ ,  s t a r t i n g  from h i s  p o s t u l a t e  of t h e  s t r u c t u r e  

of r e i f i c a t i o n  i n  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  ~ r o c e e d e d  t o  d e v e l o p  

h i s  t h e o r y  of t h e  l i t e r a r y  c h a r a c t e r s  of t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  n o v e l  

a s  p o s s e s s i n g  c h o i c e s  of a c t i o n  which were h i s t o r i c a l l y  d e t e r -  

mined. That js t o  s a y ,  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  a ~ p e a r i n g  i n  a  

n o v e l  were r e a l i s t i c a l - l y  p r e s e n t e d  a s  hav ing  c h o i c e s  o f  a c t i o n s ,  

which became c o n c r e t e  p o t e n t i a l i t i e s ,  and p a r t  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r ' s  

p e r s o n a l i t y .  Consc iousness  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  b o t h  c a u s e  acd  

e f f e c t ,  a s  i s  a c t i o n .  Eut b i s i c  t o  a l l  t h i s  was t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  a s  it ~ r e s e n t e c i  i t s e l f .  An a p r i o r i  

assumpt ion  of t h i s  a n a l y s j s  was t h e t  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  of 



s o c i a l  l i f e  would m a n i f e s t  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  

s i t u a t i o n s  t o  a s u f f i c i e n t  e x t e n t .  Moreover t h a t  t h e s e  mani- 

f e s t a t i o n s  would t a k e  t h e  form o f  s o c i a l  and economic d i s r u p t i o n s ,  

s i n c e  t h e  s c c i e t y l s  development  unde r  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  i m p e t u s  

c o u l d  n o t  c o n t a i n  a l l  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t ~ r y  f o r c e s .  But M a r c u s e T s  

a n a l y s i s  d e n i e s  t h i s  a s  a r e a l  problem i n  contemporary  i n d u s -  

t r i a l i s m  i n  e i t h e r  t h e  West o r  t h e  E a s t .  For  b o t h  h i s t o r i c a l  

c l a s s e s  a r e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n  t h e  s t a t u s  auo and g i v e n  t h e  t o t a l -  
/ 

i t a r i a n  n a t u r e  of  r e i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  L u k a c s t  

t y p e  o f  a c t i o n  a s  a p r imary  mot ive  f o r c e  i n  h i s t o r y  no l o n g e r  

Marcuse s t a t e s :  

H a t r e d  and  f r u s t r a t i o n  a r e  d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e i r  
s p e c i f i c  t a r g e t ,  and  t h e  t e c h n b l c g i c a l  v e i l  
c o n c e a l s  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  i n e q u a l i t y  and 
e n s l a v e m e n t  

Narcuse  u s e s  a Hege l i an  brand  of p h i l o s o p h i c  r e e s o ~ i n g  

t o  a r g u e  a g a i n s t  t h e  m a t e r i a l i s t i c  m e t a p h y s i c  o f  t h e  K a r x i s t s .  

The c o n t e n t i o n  h e r e  i s  c e n t e r e d  a round t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  r e a l i t y ,  

With t h e  advsncement  o f  t e c h n o l o & i c a l  c o n t r o l  o v e r  N a t u r e ,  t h e  

c o n t i n u e d  a p p l i c a t i c n  o f  s c i e f i t i f i c  r a t j o n a 1 j . t ~  meant a n  

i n c r e a s i n g  p o s i t i v i s t i c  c o n c e p t i o n  and d ~ f i n i t i o n  o f  r e a l i t y .  

However, h i s t o r i c 2 1  c o n d i t i o n s  d e t e r m i n e  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  

ncomple t ion  of t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c 2 1  r e a l i t y v ,  t h e  p r e - r e q u i s i t e  

e x i s t s  ??for  t h e  t r a n s c e n d i n f  of  t h a t  t e c h ~ o l o g i c a l  r e a l i t y . f f 1 9  

Marcuse a l s o  u s e s  t h e  Hege l i an  n o t i o n  of t h e  pr imacy  of t h e  

i d e a  o v e r  t h e  t h i n g ,  t o  s u g c e s t  t h a t  a r t  i s  one  of t h o s e  

r e a l m s  which c r e a t e s  " a n o t h e r  u n i v e r s  e  o f  t h o u g h t  and p r a c t i c e  



a g a i n s t  and w i t h i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  one." But t h i s  u n i v e r s e  

( ~ u k G c s ?  a b s t r a c t  of i l l u s i o n  becomes t h e  more r e a l  

and r a t i o n a l  t h e  more i r r a t i o n a l  t h e  s o c i e t y  becomes, and t h i s  

is t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  epoch which c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  contemporary  

s o c i e t y .  

v 

The r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  a r t ,  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  " p r c j e c t r  
e x i s t e n c e ,  t o  d e f i n e  y e t  u n r e a l i z e d  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
cou ld  t h e n  b e  env i saged  a s  v a l i d a t e d  by and 
f u n c t i  onj.ng i n  t h e  scientific-techrioloFics1 
f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  world.  Ra the r  t h a n  b e i n g  t h e  
hand maiden o f  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a p p a r a t u s ,  
b e a u t i f y i n g  i t s  b u s i n e s s  and i t s  m i s e r y ,  tirt 
would become a  t e c h n i q u e  f o r  d e s t r o y i n g  t h i s  
b u s i n e s s  and t h i s  rnisery.20 

Though Msrcuse and Lukzcs t e n d  t o  u s e  a similar 

e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  b a s i s ,  t h e y  a r r i v e  a t  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c l u s i o n r  on 

t h e  s t a t u s  of modern a r t .  Marcuse e x t e n d s  h i s  a n a l y s i s  j u s t  

a t  t h a t  p o i n t  where ~ u k z c s  ceased  i n  h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  of t h e  

even i n  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s  by p o l i t i c a l  i d e o l o g y .  For  

Marcuse,  " t h e  a d v a  c i n g  one-d imens ional  ( t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  s p h e r e  ) 

s o c i e t y " a l t e r s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  between t h e  r a t i o n a l  and t h e  i r r a -  

t i o n a l  and t h e  r ea lm o f  a r t  becomes t h e  d imens ion  f o r  t r a n s -  

forming t h e  q u a l i t y  of  l i f e ,  Marcuse summarizes h i s  argument  

t h u s  : 

The real .  f a c e  of o u r  t i m e  shows i n  S a i n ~ c l  
B e c k e t t T s  n o v e l s ;  i t s  r e 2 1  h i s t o r y  i s  
w r i t t e n  i n  Rolf  Hochhu tTs  p l a y  Der 
S t e l l v e r t r e t e r .  ---- It i s  no lor iger  irnagi- 
n a t i o n  which s p e a k ~  h e r e ,  b u t  Reason, 
i n  a r e a l i t y  ~ h i c h  j u s t i f i e s  e v e r y t h i n g  
and a b s o l v e s  e v e r y t h i n p  -- excep t  t h e  
s i n  a g a i n s t  i t s  s p i r i t .  2.1 



Marcuse t h e r e f o r e  s e e s  t h e  r ea lm of a r t  a s  c o n t a i n i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  

f o r  change,  and t h e  a r t  h e  i s  r e f e r r i n g  t o  is p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  a r t ,  

l i t e r a t u r e  which ~ u k g c s  deems u n r e a l i s t i c .  

P a r t  of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  M a r c u s e T s  a n a l y s i s  i s  

b rough t  t o  b e a r  on t h e  d e b a t e  i n  s o c i o l o g y  which c e n t r e s  around 

t h e  m a s s - c u l t u r e  t h e o r i s t s .  I n  s o  f a r  a s  Narcuse  f o c u s e s  on 

t h e  a r t s  a s  one v e h i c l e  of a l t s r n a t e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l f s  e x p r e s s i o n  of h i m s e l f  and f o r  a  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  

on e x i s t e n c e .  The c u r r e n t  d e b a t e  i n  E o r t h  America can  b e  summa.- 

r i z e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

1 )  As i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  and t e c h n o l o g i c a l  e f f i c i e n c y  

i n c r e a s e s  i n  scope ,  s o c i e t y  becomes more d e h u m n i z e d  

and m a s s - c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  form of commerc ia l ized  

t e l e v i s i o n ,  t h e  paper-back and magazine r e v o l u t i o n  

and s o  on beccme avenues  f o r  t h e  s a l e  and e x p r e s s i o n  

o f  med ioc re ,  b a n a l  e n t e r t a i n m e n t ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  and 

'I image p r e s e n t a t  i o n s .  The consequence i s  f u r t h e r  

a l i e n a t i o n  from contemporary r e a l i t y  and a r t  a s  

e s c a p e .  22 

The oppos ing  v iewpoin t  s u ~ p e z t s  t h a t :  

2 )  Tnere have  a lways  been e l emen t s  of mass c u l t u r e ,  f r o n  

t h e  t i f i e  of C l a s s i c a l  Greece,  t h r o u p h  t h e  a g e s  t o  t h e  

Reformat ion  and so  on. That  s i m u l t a ~ e c u e l y  a r t s  which 

have become c l & s s i c s  were d e v e l o p i n g .  Fur thermore  t h e r e  

i s  no d i r e c t  o r  o t h e r  c o r r e l a t i o n  between mass c u l t u r e  

and changes  i n  t h e  q u a l i t y  of  l i f e ,  f o r  example c r ime  



r a t e s  o r  b a n a l  p e r v e r s i o n s .  Noreover t h i s  

argument  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  t endency  w i l l  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  b e  toward improving t h e  q u a l i t y  

of i n f o r m a t i o n  and e n t e r t a i n m e n t  and democra- 

t i z i n g  f o r m e r l y  e l i t e s t  t e n d e n c i e s  i n  a r t .  23 
# 

The first s c h o o l  can be l o o s e l y  termed n c o n s e r v a t i v e T r  

and t h e  s e c ~ n d  " l i b e r a l v .  Where t h e  emphasis  i s  on t h e  i n t e -  

g r a t i o n  o f  a r t  and c u l t u r s  i n  t h e  d i m e n s i o ~ s  of t e c h n o l o g y  and 

i t s  l o g i c  of domj-nat ion,  t h e  emphas is  of  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  s h i f t e d  

t o  t h e  t e n d e n c y  of  e q u a t i o n  o f  r e a l i t y  which we can i d e n t i f y  

w i t h  " i r r a t i o n a l  a r t . "  I u s e  t h e  t e r r n v i r r a t i o n a l "  t o  d e s c r i b e  

t h e  l o n g  d e b a t e  from P l a t o  t o  L U ~ ~ C S  and t h e  p r e s e n t  day ,  

c u l m i n a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  subsuming of t h e  Reason of Art under  t h e  

Reason o f  S c i e n c e .  The b a s i s  o f  t h i s  d e b a t e  was an  o n t o l o g i c a l  

dichotomy between t h o u g h t  and b e i n g ,  i d e a l  and r e a l ,  which 

remained u n r e s o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  monopo l i za t ion  of p h y s i c a l  s c i e n c e .  24 

Marcuse s u g g e s t s  t h a t  i n  contemporal-jr s o c i e t i s s  t h e  t e n d e n c i e s  

e x i s t  f o r  t h e  Reason o f  S c i e n c e  t o  b e  t r a n s c e r ~ d e d .  With t h i s  

e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  b a s e  t h e  problem of t h e  modern n o v e l  and t h e  

a r r a y  o f  s i t u a t i o n s  and c h a r a c t e r s  which a r e  p r e s e n t e d  become 

t h e o r e t i c a l  l T p o s s i b i l i t j  e s v  i s  & r c u s e T s  s e n s e .  That  i s  t o  

s a y ,  t h e  e l e m e c t  of  p r o t e s t  i s  i t s e l f  t r a n s c e n d e d .  I have i n  

mind t h e  p r o t e s t  voiced  by D.H. LawrenceTs  c h a r a c t e r  U r s u l a  i n  

The Rainbow, where a p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  e n r i c h e d  y e t  l i m i t e d  by 

i t s  c o n t e m ~ t  f o r  b o u r g e o i s  s o c i e t y  and democracy. 25 



Why h a s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  l a t e r  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  n o v e l  

w r i t i n g  been  t e rmed  " t h e  c r i s i s  o f  t h e  modern n o v e l v ?  What 

a re  t h e  a r t i s t i c  t h e o r e t i c a l  and  p h i l o s o p h i c s l  b a s e s  of 

t h e s e  n o v e l s ?  What have been some of t h e  chang ing  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

and c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s  of some o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  contemporary  

n o v e l i s t s ?  The rgst of t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  t u r n s  t o  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  

i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  t r a c e  some of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o n c e p t u a l  t h r e a d s  

i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a ~ d  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  

The p h i l o s o p h i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  which l i e s  a t  t h e  b a s i s  o f  

t h e  a t t a c k s  on t h e  modern n o v e l  can  a t  b e s t  b e  e x p r e s s e d  a s  t h a t  

view which opposed  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  man i s  p r i m a r i l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

by h i s  c a p a c i t y  f o r  t h o u g h t ,  The n o t i o n  t h a t  c u l t u r e ,  t h o u g h t ,  

a r t  and  i d e a s  c a n  b e  j u s t i f i e d  by t h e m s e l v e s .  The o p p o s i n g  

c o n c e p t  o f  man and l i f e  i n  human s o c i e t y  t e n d s  t o  a t t r i b u t e  

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b j e c t i v i t y ,  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  and  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  

modern n o v e l ,  p a r t  of what G a s s e t  t e r m s  " t h e  b i g o t r y  o f  c u l t u r e " ,  

t o  t h i s  form of " i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m  " . 26 G a s s e t  a r g u e s  i n  h i s  work 

Man _I___._ And People t h a t  one c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  Second World War 

e r a  was t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h o u g h t  a n d  a c t i o n  x e r e  c o n f u s e d ,  a form 

o f  c u l t u r a l  b i f u r c a t i o n  had deve loped  i n  vyhich some fien had 

r e t r e a t e d  i n t o  f a n t a s y  w h i l e  o t h e r s  hsd  gone  i n t o  a c t i o n ,  

i r r a t i o n a l  a c t i o n .  Man had l o s t  ' d r a m a t i c  c o n s c i o u s n a s s  ' , had 

c e a s e d  t o  watch  on h i m s e l f .  27 There  a r e  many weaknesses  i n  

G a s s e t ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  t h e  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  some k i n d  o f  s t a s i s  

o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and  a c t i o n  i s  p o s s i b l e  a s  2 p r e c o n d i t i o n  of 

e x i s t e n c e ,  H i s  i g n o r i n g  of t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  economic 

and p o l i t i c a l  a s  r i v i n g  r i s e  t o  l i t e r h r y  and m i l i t a r y  u ~ h c a v a l ~ ,  



i t s e l f  f a l l s  i n t o  t h e  t r a p ,  which he c r i t i c i z e s ,  of p l a c i n g  

t h o u g h t  above e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e ,  The p o i n t  however i s  t h a t  

v i e w p o i n t s  such  as  G a s s e t T s  were a t t e m p t s  t o  e x p l a i n  European 

man's c o n d i t i o n  i n  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  which can be 

borne  o u t  by d i v e r s e  l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c s .  

One o f  :he few t h i n g s  t h a t  many contemporary c r i t i c s  

seem t o  agree on i s  t h e  u r b a n i t y  of  t h e  nove l  i n  t h e  f i rs t  

h a l f  o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y ,  Arnold K e t t l e  a r g u e s :  

It i s  g e n e r a l l y  assumed t h z %  t h e  g r e a t  
c o m p l e x i t y  o f  modern l i f e  and t h e  s e n s e  
of flux and u n c e r t a i n t y  of a r e v o l u t i o n -  
a r y  p e r i o d  make w r i t i n g  u n u s u a l l y  
d i f f i c u l t .  C e r t a i n l y  the g e n e r a l  cond i -  
t i o n  o f  E n g l i s h  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  l a s t  
f i f t y  y e a r s  would seem a t  f i r s t  g l a n c e  
t o  b e a r  o u t  t h i s  t h e s i s . 2 8  

K e t t l e  s u g p e s t s  t h a t  i s s u e s  o t h e r  t h a n  advanc ing  c a p i t a l i s m ,  

i m p e r i a l i s m  and  w a r s ,  accoun t  f o r  t h e  extreme pessimism and 

na r rowness  of t h e  E n g l i s h  nove l  i n  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y .  

F i r s t  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  s e p a r a t i o n  between t h e  "popu la r  and t h e  

snobbery  and t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c o r n m e r c i ~ l i z a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  

Secondly ,  t h e  a - t y p i c a l  s e n s i b i l i t y ,  encouraged by t h e  growth 

of F r e u d i a n  and J u n g i a n  psycholopy.  T h i r d l y  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of 

f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t o  d e v e l o p  a p h i l o s o p h i c  and a r t i s t i c  v a n t a g e  

p o i n t ,  t o  s u b j u g a t e  t h e  wor ld*  29 Cauduel l  e s t a b l i s h e s  f o r c e f u l l y  

t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  from which he views t h e  a r t s  and s o c i e t y .  For  

Caudwell ,  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  a r t i s t  g o e s  th rough  c e r t a i n  s t a g e s  



of growth  and  d e c l i n e  j u s t  a s  c a p i t a l i s m  i t s e l f .  He t r a c e s  a 

movement o f  " a r t  f o r  a r t  ? s v  s a k e  i n  t h e  1 g 7 0 f s ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  

P a r n a s s i a n s  (a  m a i n l y  French  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s c h o o l ,  s e e k i n g  

o b j e c t i v i t y  and  i m p a r t i a l i t y  i n  a r t  f o r m s ) ,  t o  Symbolism, t o  

F u t u r i s m ,  t h e  u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s  n o t i o n s  o f  t h e  S u r r e a l i s t s .  

T h i s  i s  t h e  l a s t  5 c h o o l  of  b o u r g e o i s  a r t  and has many g e n r e s  

i n c l u d i n g  i t s  l a s t  t r e n d ,  b o u r g e o i s  ana rch i sm.  Caudwell ,  

r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  op t imism o f  h i s  age  -- t h e  growth  and 

s p r e a d  o f  t h e  Communist P a r t y  i n  England and Europe,  a s  t h e  

p a r t y  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  -- f e l t  t h a t  t h e  l i t e r a r y  p e r s p e c t i v e  

would become Communist. The membership i n  t h e  Communist P a r t y  

of Auden, Spende r ,  Lewis and o t h e r s ,  was enough t o  l e n d  

v a l i d i t y  t o  h i s  i d e a s .  Thus Caudwell  a r g u e s :  

The same f i n a l  movement o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  
i l l u s i o n  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  g r o x t h  o f  
t h e  P e o p l e s  F r o n t ,  where a l l  l i b e r a l  
e l e m e n t s  ... p u t  t h e m s e l v e s  u n d e r  t h e  
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  . . . . I n  
E n g l i s h  p o e t r y  t h i s  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  E n g l i s h  p o e t s  ... change f rom 
a p o s i t i o n  n e a r  v s u r r e a l i s r n e T 1  i n t o  i t s  
o p p o s i t e  -- a communist r e v o l u t i o n z r y  
p o s i t i o n . . .  . 30 

Elsewhere  Caucl;vell r a i s e s  t h e  samc argurncnt ,  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t  

t w i s t  -- t h e  problem o f  b o u r g e o i s  c u l t u r e ,  a r t  and  n a t u r a l  

s c i e n c e  a s  w e l l  a s  p h i l o s o p h y  i s  t h a t  w i t h  t h e  f i rs t  and  l a s t  

s u b j e c t s  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between chang ing  s o c i a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  and outmoded forms of c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  The i n e f f e c -  

t u a l  u n r e a l  s t r u c t u r e s  of  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  i n  t h e  n o v e l  s p r i n g  

from an  out-moded b e l i e f  t h a t  man i s  n a t u r a l l y  f r e e .  The 



v e r y  deve lopment  a n d  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  b o u r g e o i s  c u l t u r e  c l z s h e s  

w i t h  t h e  r e a l  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  t o  con fuse  t h e  i l l u s i o n s  o f  

many n o v e l i s t s .  Caudwell  a s s e r t s :  

Thus i n  a r t  t h e  t e n s i o n  between i n d i v i d u a l i s m  
and  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  complex i ty  and c a t a s t r o p h i e s  
of t h e  a r t i s t ' s  env i ronmen t ,  between t h e  f r e e  
f o l l o w i n g  of dream and t h e  r u d e  blows o f  a n -  
a r c h i c  r e a l i t y ,  wakes t h e  a r t i s t  from h i s  dream 
and  f o r c e s  him i n  s p i t e  o f  h i m s e l f  t o  l o o k  a t  
t h e  w o r l d ,  n o t  n ie re ly  a s  an  a r t i s t ,  b u t  a l s o  
a s  a man, a s  a c i t i z e n ,  a s  a  s o c i o l o g i s t . 3 l  

From t h e  a b o v e ,  we d i s c e r n  a  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  among 

c r i t i c s  c o m p l a i n i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e n t  of t h e  modern 

n o v e l .  T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  a s p e c t s  o f  t h i s  d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  F i r s t  

t h e r e  i s  i t s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  e l e m e n t ,  t h e  " c r i t i c s "  a r e  a g a i n s t  

t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  Greco-Roman 

c o n c e p t i o n  of t e m p o r a l  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  o r d e r i n g  of  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  

i n  t e r m s  of b e g i n n i n g s ,  m i d d l e  and end.  ~ u k g c s  f o r  example 

r e t a i n s  t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  th roughou t  h i s  a n a l y s i s  of e p i c ,  drama 

t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  l i t e r a r y  p h i l o s o p h i e s  of i n d i v i d u a l i s m  

a re  a t  c o r e  o p p o s i t i o n s  t o  t h i s  d e s t r u c t i o n  of c c n c e p t u ~ l i s a t i o n .  

Second ly  t h e  modern n o v e l i s t  i s  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  h i s  a ~ p r o a c h  t o  

con tempora ry  s o c i e t y .  The n o v e l i s t s  Lawrence,  J o y c e  and IVoolf 

have  been  u n a b l e  t o  l i n k  t h e  chang ing  n a t u r e  of c a p i t a l i s m  t o  

t h e  day  t o  d a y  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  work ing  c l a s s  masses ,  i n  a 

p o l i t i c a l  f a s h i o n ,  t h a t  i s  a r e s o l u t i o n  of t h o s e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .  

T h i r d l y  t h e  e m ~ h a s i s  h a s  been s h i f t e d  from t h e  n o v e l ,  i t s  c o n c e r n  

w i t h  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of nlass ive t!alls, economic s lumps (1929 



f i n a n c i a l  c r a s h )  and i m p e r i a l i s m  t o  more i n d i v i d u a l  and p r i v a t e  

themes ,  s e x u a l i t y ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t r i v i a  and s o  on. rely conce rn  

s h a l l  n o t  b e  t o  a r g u e  a g a i n s t  t h e s e  p o i n t s  s e p a r a t e l y ,  b u t  

r a t h e r  t o  examine t h e  ways i n  which t h e  v e r y  conce rns  of t h e  

n o v e l i s t s  deve loped  i n t o  c o n s i s t e n t  themes i n  t h e  n o v e l s  o f  

t h e  191c0fs  t o  t h e . 1 9 6 0 1 ~ .  That  t h e y  t e n d  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  

problems,  example a l i e n a t i o n  i n  modern s o c i e t y .  But t h a t  $he 

modes o f  e x p r e s s i o n  have changed as w e l l .  

I n  t e r m s  o f  form and l i t e r a r y  p h i l o s o p h y ,  impress ion-  

i s m  i s  t h e  f o r e - r u n n e r  o f  t h e  modern n o v e l .  Impress ion  can be  

d e s c r i b e d  a s  t h e  a r t i s t i c  method which e x p r e s s e s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  

b e i n g  i s  mot ion ,  t h a t  e x ~ e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  world becomes e x p e r i e n c e  

of t ime .  Though t h e  s t y l e  is mcre c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  i n  

p a i n t i n g  t h a n  i n  l i t e r a t u r e  towards  t h e  end of t h e  l a s t  c e n t u r y .  

One o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between impress ion i sm and t h e  c o n t e n p o r a r y  

l i t e r a r y  s t y l e  is  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  does  not  a s s e r t  t h a t  a r t  must 

be  p a s s i v e  and ~ o r n t e m ~ l a t i v e . 3 ~  Impress ionism i s  a l s o  a  

f o r e r u ~ n e r  b e c a u s e  it aims t o  t r a n s c e n d  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  p o s i t i v e  

l i f e  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  by a  l i f e  o f  t h e  s p i r i t .  

I m p r e s s i o n i s t i c  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  contemporary man va ry  

-- a l t h o u g h  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  ~ s c h o o l v  t h e r e  i s  a g e n e r a l  r e v c l t  

a g a i n s t  t h e  u n i f o r m i t y  and p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  of b o u r g e o i s  l i f e  -- 
from t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n i h i l i s m  of  B a u d e l a i r e  t o  t h e  work of 

Che kov . 33 But t h e  works of  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n i s t s  a n d  t h e i r  

s u c c e s s o r s  a r e  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l i t e r s r y  m o t i f s  of 

l a t e r  t v e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  n o v e l i s t s  I n  s o  f a r  a s  t h r o u g h c u t  

t h e  developmect  a s i p i f i c a n t  break  w i t h  o l d e r  r e p r e s z n t a t i c n s  



o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  emerge. It i s  one i n  which t h e r e  i s  a 

t r a n s f o r s a t i o n  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  h i m s e l f  and  

o f  n a t u r e ,  e f f e c t e d  by a changing  c o n c e p t i o n  of ~ 0 n ~ ~ i 0 ~ s n e s . S  

of s p a t i a l  a n d  t e m p o r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  
34 

~t i s  n o t  my i n t e n t i o n  i n  a s s e r t i n g  t h e  i n t e c s e  

i n t e r e s t  i n  phenomenology and i t s  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  " i n d i v i d u a l -  

i s m v  and a n t i - h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l i s m  -- f o r  example B e r g s o n ' s  

C O n c e ~ t i o n  of t i m e  on t h e   impressionist^ -- t o  p o s i t  a sequen-  

t i a l  o r d e r  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  chang ing  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  

t h e  chang ing  phenomenology and p h i l o s o p h y  and t h e  new a r t i s t i c  

g e n r e s .  It is  enough t o  show t h r e a d s  of c o n n e c t i o n  between 

t h e  t h r e e  a s p e c t s ,  and t o  p o s i t  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  

Europe t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  1 9 5 0 ' s  i n  e x i s t e n t i a l i s m  and i t s  r e l a t i o n  

t o  t h e  n o v e l s  of S a t r e  and Camus a m o n g - o i h e ~ s *  

F,?lereas some a s p e c t s  o f  phenomenology pre-adat  e t h e  

work o f  Edmund H u s s e r l  (1859-19381, t h e  d e b a t e s  a r e  a round  t h e  

c o n c e p t i o n  o f t h e  t e m p o r a l  r e l a t i o n  between be in^, c o n s c i c u s n e s s  

and m a t t e r .  From t h e  t i m e  o f  L e i b n i z ,  it was a s s e r t e d  t h a t  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  d o e s  no t  remain i n  i t s e l f ,  s p a t i a l l y  s t a t i c  a s  

i t  w e r e ,  b u t  " r e a c h e s  o u t  beyond i t s e l f ,  beyond t h e  g i v e n  

p r e s e n t  t c  t h e  no t -g iven" .  35 ~ u k z c s  a g r e e d  s i t h  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  
* 

What d i v e r g e d  fro*) LukacsT f i n d i n g s  and what i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  

l a t e r  n o v e l j  s t s  and  a r t i s t s  was t h e  c o n t r o v e r s y  a round  a 

subsequen t  p o s i t i o n :  t h a t  t h c  d i r e c t i o n  of c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i s  

n o t  f i x e d  ir :  t e r n ; s  of m a n i n e ,  h u t  becones  a mere i l l u s i o n .  

T h i s  h a s  r s d i c a l  consequences  f o r  a N a r x i s t  rne taphys ic  of  

t h e  noverrlent o f  c o n c r e t e  h i s t o r i c a l  r e l a t i o n s .  The q u e s t i o n  



of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  o l  t h e  s e l f  was r a i s e d  t o  new p r o p o r t i o n s  

-- s t i l l  n o t  e n t i r e l y  r e s o l v e d  -- w i t h  Bergson ' s  a s s e r t i o n  

t h a t  man's v iew of t i m e  should  n o t  b e  moulded on a f i x e d  

c o n c e p t  of b e i n g  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  r e a l i t y  " s h o ~ l d  b e  
"36 In d e t e r m i n e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  p u r e  i n t u i t i o n  of t i m e .  

o t h e r  words t h e  u n i t y  and d i r e c t i o n  of  c o n s c i o u s v e s s  and t h e r e -  

f o r e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  forms of c o n s c i o u s n e s s e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  a c t i o n  

a r e  n o t  g i v e n ,  f o r  example i n  knowledge of p a s t  e x p e r i e n c e  a l o n e .  

Nor i s  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  an  i d e a l  p l a n  r e q u i s i t e  f o r  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  o rgan i sm.  I n  man new forms o f  a c t i o n  a r i s e ,  i n  

new forms  of t e m p o r a l  v i s i o n ,  i n  new r e l a t i o n s  i . e .  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  

of man t o  n a t u r e  and h i s t o r y  as  w e l l  a s  new r e l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  

p r e s e n t .  T h i s  was t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  a more autonomous view o f  

man a s  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  h i s  

e x p e r i e n c e .  

Impres s ion i sm drew much of  i t s  e p i s t e ~ o l o g i c a l  

i n s p i r a t i o n  from t h e  f o r e g o i n g .  Th i s  i n s p i r a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  a 

s o u r c e  o f  a r t i c u l a t i o n  f o r  s o c i a l  a l i e n a t i o n  which a t  t h a t  

l e v e l  o f  e x p e r i e n c e  was m a i n l y  f e l t  by a  few i n t e l l e c t u a l s  a n d  

a r t i s t s ,  Van Gogh, Kandinsky,  J a m s  Joyce ,  He idegge r  and S a t r e ,  

of  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n  and  bu reauc racy .  T h i s  was a  

c r i s i s  of man, opposed t o  t h e  t r a d i . t i o n a 1  view o f  t h e  

En l igh tenmen t .  The onward march of  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c i v i l i z a t i o n  

s i n c e  t h e  1 9 4 0 t s  h a s  r e n d e r e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  morE u r g e n t  and 

c r a c k e d  t h e  w a l l s  of p o s i t i v i s m  s n d  r a t i o n d i s m  w i t h i n  which 

a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t i o n  of man was d e v e l o p i n g .  37 The n o v e l s  



which form t h e  e m p i r i c a l  b a s i s  of L U ~ L C S  t h e o r y  conceived  o f  

an  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  i n  which i d e o l o g i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  e x i s t e d ,  

w i t h o u t  t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f o r c e s  t o  a c h i e v e  

a t o t a l i t y  s u c h  a s  a p p e a r s  t o  e x i s t  today .  I n d i v i d u a l  s i t u a t i o n s  

and c o n s c i o u s n e s s e s  were r o o t e d  i n  c l a s s  s o c i e t y ,  and e x p r e s s e d  

a l i e n a t i o n  d i f f e r G d  i n  i t s  a r t i s t i c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  from t o d a y .  

A s o c i o l o g i c a l  cor respondence  e x i s t s  between e x i s t e n -  

t i a l i s m  a s  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o c  and t h e  modern nove l .  

They draw upon and t e n d  t o  r e i n f o r c e  each o t h e r .  Both have 

t o  d e v e l o p  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  a b s t r a c t n e s s  of modern l i f e ,  

f o r  t h e  mass m e d i a ' s  c r e a t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s t e r e o t y p e s  and s o  

on. B a r r e t t  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  growing i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  a s  opposed t o  t h e  view of man a s  an o b j e c t  of t h e  

c o n c r e t e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  o f  development.  3* B a r r e t t  con- 

c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  problem is  not  so  much one of n o v e l i s t s  

p r o t e s t i n g  a b o u t  a  world which h a s  a t cmized  a  once f r e e  

i n d i v i d u a l ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  awareness  t h a t  man h a s  

no f i x e d  images.  B a r r e t t  s t a t e s :  

I do n o t  t h i n k  we can f i n d  any  comparably 
c l e a r  c u t  im5ge of  man a n i d  t h e  b e w i l d e r i n g  
t h i c k e t  of modern a r t .  And t h i s  i s  no t  
because  we a r e  t o o  c l o s e  t o  t h ~  p e r i o d ,  
as  y e t ,  t o  s t a n d  back and make such a  
s e l e c t i o n .  Ra the r  t h e  v a r i e t y  o f  images 
i s  t o o  g r e a t  and t o o  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  t o  
c o a l e s c e  i n t o  any s i n g l e  shape  o r  form. 
May t h e  reasori  why modern a r t  o f f e r s  u s  
no c l e a r  c u t  image of man not  be  . . . 
t h a t  man i s  a  c r e a t u r e  who t r a n s c e n d s  any  
image because  h e  h a s  no f i x e d  e s s e n c e  o r  
n a t u r e ,  a s  a s t o n e  o r  a t r e e  have?39 



a u t h o r  i n v o l v e s  h i m s e l f  i n  a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  For if one  a g r e e s  

t h a t  t h e  o n t o l o g i c a l  problem o f  m a n T s  s u b j e c t i v i t y  v i s  a  v i s  

t h e  e x t e r n a l  w o r l d  and  s o c i e t y  i s  more a c u t e  i n  contemporary  

s o c i e t y ,  t h a n  a t  a n y  o t h e r  t i m e  i n  t h e  p a s t *  40 And t h a t  t h i s  

p roblem i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  s p e c i f i c  n a t u r e  of contemporary  

s o c i e t y  -- B a r r e t t  c i t e s  t h e  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  B e c k e t t T s  F:aiting - 
For Sodot  and H e m i n p a y ' s  A F a r e w e l l  t o  A r m s  -- t h e n  t h e  

a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  i d e n t i t y  i s  a s  o l d  a.s man 

h i m s e l f  becomes m e a n i n g l e s s .  41 

The d e v e l o p , n ~ n t  from t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  t o  t h e  c o n t e x p o r a r y  

n o v e l  s i g n i f i e s  2 p a r t i a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  r o l e s  

of t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  and p r o l e t a r i a t .  The l i t e r a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  

have  t e n d e d  t o  s h i f t  from c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  and a n a l y s i s  o f  

i n d i v i d u a l  human l i v e s  a g a i n s t  a  socio-economic c l a s s  background 

t o  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  

i n  which t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  c a u s e s  of b e h a v i o u r  a r e  n o t  i n  

f o c u s .  What Mann i n  Buddenbrooks and John G a l s c o r t h y  i n  - The 

F o r s y t e  Sapa ,  p o r t r a y e d ,  t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  f o r m e r l y  

dominant  p a r t  p l a y e d  by  r i g i d  c l a s s  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  

and f a t e  of i n d i v i d u a l s ,  a r e  no  l o n g e r  compe l l i ng  n o v e l i s t i c  

themes.  The r e l a t i o n s  l i k e  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  i t s e l f  have  

become more complex. 42 S u b j e c t i v e  i n d i v i d u a l  F r o c e s s e s  a r e  

p rominen t  b e c a u s e  t h e  f o r c e s  which a r e  t h e  " l cco rco t ives  of 

h i s t o r y T r ,  b u r e a u c r a c y ,  roonopolistic i n d u s t r i a l i s m ,  m i l i t a r i s m  and 

So o n ,  do n o t  n e g a t e  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s ,  b u t  a r e  l e s s  e a s i l y  



The p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  modern n o v e l  can be s u ~ m a r i z e d  a s  

f o l l o w s :  

It ( t h e  contemporary  n o v e l )  i s  r a d i c a l l y  
i n d i v i d u a l  i n  i t s  app roach ,  s i n c e  it 
a d d r e s s e s  i t s e l f  t o  one r e a d e r  a t  a t i m e ,  
a n d  it c a n  make no a s s u r ~ ~ p t i o n s  a b o u t  h i s  
b e l i e f s  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  comparab le  x i t h  
t h e s e  which t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  
n o v e l ,  a d d r e s s e d  t o  a s e c t i o n  of s o c i e t y  
c o u l d  make.44 

# 

comfor t  a l o n g  w i t h  Idarcuse and Lukacs,views c o n t e n p o r a r y  s o c i e t y  I * 
as e s s e n t i a l l y  a  d i s i n t e g r a t i n g  s t r u c t u r e .  But Comfort v iews  

t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  n o v e l  d i f f e r e n t l y .  I t s  aim is  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  

a new r a n g e  of i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e s ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  d i s i n -  

t e g r a t i o c ,  and  s t i r  d i s q u i e t  among n o v e l  r e a d e r s .  It i s  i n  

t h i s  c o n t e x t  t h a t  Carnusf N e r s a u l t  and J o y c e ' s  Bloom, became 

f o r c e s  i n  f i c t i o n . 4 5  In t h i s  s e n s e  t h e  new s c h o o l  o f  coctern- 

F o r a r y  1 - i t e r a t u r e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  works of Kafka and  J o y c e  t o  

Camus a n d  Ralph  E l l i s o n ,  a r e  a r t i s t i c  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l  i n  modern s o c i e t y .  The deve lopment  o f  t h e  f i l m  

i n d u s t r y  w i t h  i t s  new t e c h n i q u e s  of v i s u a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  have  

p l a y e d  a m a j o r  r o l e  i n  t h i s  d e v e l c p n e n t .  46 

If t h e  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  of n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  b o u r g e o i s  

method i n  l i t e r a r y  f i c t i o n ,  it i s  a l s o  n o t e d  t o  have  g i v e n  



i m p r e s s i o n s "  of i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  end t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  

a p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  T h i s  method i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  

s u c c e s s f u l  a s  i s  e v i d e n c e d  by t h e  many criticisms of t h e  works 

of Henry J a n e s ,  Woolf and D.H. Lawrence. 
47 The c o n t r o v e r s y  

e x p a n d s ,  with c r i t i c i s m  o f  v a r i e d  n o v e l i s t s  up  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  . 
t i m e ,  t o  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t e r m s  of  t h e  vautor,omy 

of fo rmw and t h e  "autonony of s e l f " .  The l i t e r a r y  ~ r e s u p p o s i t i . o n  

behind  t h e  f i r s t  c o n c e p t  h a s  t o  do  w i t h  t h e  r e - a s s e r t i o r  o f  m i a e s i s  

-- t h e  n o v e l ' s  f u n c t i o n  a s  i m i t a t i o n  of l i f e .  T h i s  was r e -  

f o r m u l a t e d  by L e a v i s  among o t h e r s .  The a s s u m p t i o n s  b e h i n d  t h e  

second c o n c e p t  h a s  t o  do w i t h  t h e  o r d e r i n g  of e ~ ~ e r i a n c e . 4 8  

The modern n o v e l s  such  a s  S a r t r ~ ~ s  and C a m s T  a r e  d i s t i n c t  a l s o  

i n  t h e i r  " d e s t r u c t i o n "  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  n o t i o n  of 

f i c t i o n a l  c h a r s . c t e r ,  and  a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  n a r r a t i v e ,  i n  

terms of r e a l i s t i c  i n t e r n a l  development  of c h a r a c t e r  and 

e x p e r i e n c e ,  T h i s  i s  t h e  r e - c o n s t i t u t e d  n o t i o n  of t o t a l i t y .  

The i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i s  t h s t  sutonomy of form - t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  

s t a b l e  s y n t a x  of e x p e r i e n c e  i s  i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  autopcmy 

of s e l f . 4 9  The autonomy o f  f~rir;, i n  t e r m s  of a t r a d i t i o n a l  

n o t i o n  of how i n d i v i d u a l  members of s o c i a l  c l a s s  ( i n  t h e  

M a r x i a n  s e n s e )  r e spond  t o  a  s i t u a t i o n  whick i s  s t r u c t u r e d  s o  

as  n o t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r ,  i s  t h e  r e a l  "bone of 

c o n t e n t i o n " .  Hoi ,~ever ,  t h e  n o t i o n  of autonomy o f  s e l f  which 

i s  p a t t e r n e d  a l o n ~  t h e  e x t r e m e s  of a "man a s  t h r o w ?  i n t o  b e i n g " ,  

t e n d  i n  f i c t i o n  a s  i r ?  t h e  humanities, t o  b e  a r e i f i c a t i o n  of  

t h e  i n d i v i d ~ x l . 5 ~  An e x p r e s s i c n  of b o t h  t h e s e  p i n t s  of view 



t h e  s t a t e m e n t  : 

Our modern t a s t e  h a s  become a d j u s t e d  t o  a ,  
sc t o  s p e a k ,  s e c t a r i a n  p o e t r y ,  which a d j u s t s  
i t s  wor ld  t o  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  i r r a t i o n a l  
and dream f a n t a s i e s .  And doub t l . e s s  a l l  t r u e  
p o e t r y  i s  i r r a t i o n a l  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t ,  f o r  
t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  
between t h i n g s  it s u b s t i t u t e s  a  new sys tem 
o f  r e l a t i o n s ,  5 i 

M a l r a u x f s  a n a l y s i s  o f  a r t  though n o t  a lways  c l e a r  i n  i t s e l f  f o r  

a f u r t h e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  wmetamorphosisrr  i n  a r t ,  e x p r e s s e s  

c l e a r l y  t h e  demands made on t h e  " c r e a t i v e  i n t e l l e c t v  b e t c e e n  

t h e  f a n t a s i e s  i n  a r t  and t h e  a u t h o r ' s  e x p r e s s j o n  of human 

e x p e r i e n c e  i n  h i s  c h a r a c t e r s .  M a i l e r  s t a t e s  it t h u s :  

I suppose  t h a t  t h e  v i r t u e  I should  l i k e  
most t o  a c h i e v e  a s  a w r i t e r  i s  t o  be 
g e n u i n e l y  d i s t u r b i n g  . . . . I t  i s  I 
b e l i e v e ,  t h e  h i g h e s t  f u n c t i o n  a  w r i t e r  
may s e r v e ,  t o  s e e  l i f e  ... a s  o t h e r s  do 
n o t  s e e  i t ,  o r  o n l y  p a r t i a l l y  s e e  it ... b 52 

Two of M a i l e r ' s  b e s t  works ,  The  Kaked and The  Dead, and The 

Deer P a r k ,  a c h i e v e  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  a im,  i n  s o  f a r  a s  I n  b o t h  works 

t h e  m i x t c r e s  of t h e  u n r e a l i k i e s  o f  c h a r a c t e r s  and s i t u a t i o n s ,  

w i t h i n  n a r r a t i o n s  o f  problems of  war ,  human s t r e s s  a d  t h e  

p l a s t i c  world of e n t e r t a i n m e n t  and f r u s t r a t i o n s ,  produce  human 

images r a n g i n g  from t h e  a b s u r d  t o  t h e  p a t h e t i c .  The c l a s s  

n a t u r e  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t e d  a r e  n o t  e l a b o r a t e d  by 

t h e  a u t h o r ,  t h e y  a r e  g i v e n s ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  backgrounds do 

n o t  dominate  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  l i v e s  e i t h e r .  A ~ a i n  t h e  



c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of h i s  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  a l s o  n o t  determ2ned t h r o u g h -  

o u t  n a r r a t i o n ,  b u t  p a r t l y  f o l l o w  from t h e  s t o r y ' s  deve lopment .  

The c o n t e m p o r a r y , l i k e  some a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

n o v e l  l a c k  h e r o e s ,  t h i s  i s  t r u e  o f  M a i l e r .  They s e e n  t o  l a c k  

t h e s e  i n  t h e  contemporary  n o v e l  because  of  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r ' s  

o v e r r i d i n g  cancer; w i t h  human c o n s c i o u ~ n e s s  and  t h e  c o n t r a d i c -  - 

t i o n s  o f  con tempora ry  s o c i a l  l i f e .  But t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  a r e  no t  s o l e l y  p o l i t i c a l  o r  c l a s s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .  

They a r e  t h e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  human v a l u e s  i . e .  b o u r g e o i s  

v a l u e s  md p o l i t i c a l  l i f e .  These t a k e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  of 

t o t a l i t i e s .  

An example of t h s  contemporary n o v e l  which has u t i l i z e d  

t h e  t e c h n i q u e  of t h e  " t o t a l i t y  o f  t h e  human c h a r a c t e r ' '  i s  

Ralph E l l i s o n ' s  i n v i s i b l e  Man. A t  t h e  end of t h i s  l o n g  work,  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  main i m p o r t a n c e ,  B r o t h e r  Booker T. l f a sh ing ton ,  

summarizes  h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  of h i m s e l f  i n  t e r m s  of h i s  e x p e r i e n c e s  

as f o l l o w s :  

1 ,  1 and y e t  I was i n v i s i b l e ,  t h a t  was 
t h e  fundamental  c o n t r a d i c t i o n .  1 was and y e t  
I was unseen .  It f r i g h t e n i n g  and a s  I 
s a t  t h e r e  I sensed  a n o t h e r  f r i ~ h t e n i n e  wor ld  
of p o s s i b i l i t i ~ .  For  now 1 saw t h a t  I c o u l d  
a g r e e  w i t h  Jack  w i t h o u t  a g r e e i n r .  And I could  
t e l l  Harlem t o  have hope v:hen t h e r e  was no h o ~ e .  
p e r h a p s  I could t e l l  them t o  hop€ u n t i l  I found 
t h e  b a s i s  o f  something r e a l ,  some f i r m  p r o u n j  
f o r  a c t i o n  th; t  c o u l d  l e a d  them o n t o  t h e  c l a p e  
of  h i s t o r y .  But u n t i l  t h e n  I would have t o  
move them w i t h o u t  - myself  b e i n g  moved... . 53 -.- - 
t Emphasis  mine3 

Many a s p e c t s  of t h i s  n o v e l  q u a l i f y  it a s  a  r e a l i s t  

a n a l y s i s  of human c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  n a r r a t e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p e r s o n .  



F i r s t l y ,  t h e  a u t h o r  u s e s  h i s  p r i n c i ~ a l  c h a r a c t e r  whose r e a l  name 

i s  n e v e r  r e v e a l e d ,  t o  c a r r y  and be moulded by t h e  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  

n o v e l .  Booker T. Washington, from working c l a s s ,  p e a s a n t  back- 

ground,  i s  d e f e a t e d  i n  h i s  a m b i t i o n  t o  g r a d u a t e  t h r o u g h  c o l l e g e ,  

p a r t l y  t h r o u g h  i n e p t n e s s ,  p a r t l y  t h r o u g h  t h e  r i g i d i t y  of a s e l f -  

c o n s c i o u s l y  e u t h o r i t a r i a n  c o l l e g e  head. Secondly t h e  a u t h o r  

r e v e a l s  t h e  main c h a r a c t e r ' s  f r u s t r a t i o n s  when c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  

t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  and f i n a n c i a l  b u r e a u c r a c i e s  of  New York. But 

t h e  man's p e r s o n a l  h i s t o r y  a l s o  p l a y  a  r o l e  i n  t h e s e  conf ron-  

t a t i o n s .  T h i r d l y ,  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n s  on t h e s e  p l u s  t h e  p e r s o n a l  

b e l i e f s  of want ing  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  "Negro c a u s e v ,  d e t e r m i n e  

Washington ' s  c h o i c e  of a  new i d e n t i t y .  But i n f l u e n t i a l  t c o  i s  
I 

t h e  need t o  e a r n  mcney. F o u r t h l y  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ' s  f r u s t r a t i o n s  

w i t h  t h e  new p a t e r n a l i s t i c  bu reauc racy  and i t s  own c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  

on t h e  one hand and t h e  changing moods of t h e  g r o u r s  h e  w i s h e s  

t o  i n f l u e n c e ,  l e a d  t o  c o n c r e t e  p o l i t i c a l  f a i l u r e  b u t  p e r s o n a l  

t r iumph  -- V?ashingtonTs d e c i s i o n  t o  be  a minor l e a d e r ,  a  

p o l i t i c a l  r o l e  and h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  of  t h e  i n d i f f e r e n c e  of  o t h e r s  

t o  h i s  t h o l e  s e l f .  

Given B l l l s o n ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  and s t y l e ,  t h e  i n t e n s e  

employers, t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  t h e y  canno t  c o n t r o l  a r e  f a i l u r e s .  To 

a n d  t h e  n 2 s s e s  t h e y  a r e  s u c c e s s e s ,  f o r  e x z m ~ l e  t h e  

r i o t s .  R e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  i d e n t i t y  of each c h a r a c t e r  - ~ a r i e s ,  

dependin€ on h i s  r s l a t i o n  t o  t h o s e  e v e n t s ,  f o r  example t h e  

Har]-enl r i o t s ,  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  P:'ashington ! s  d e v e l o p i n g  



awareness  of h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  But t h i s  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o c e s s  is  

p o s s i b l e  by Washington's r e l a t i o n  t o  o t h e r s ,  and t o  t h e  e v e n t s .  

For E l l i s o n  t h e n ,  contemporary l i f e  i s  t r a g i c  and comic. L ibe r -  

a t i o n  of t h e  u n d e r p r i v i l e g e d  i s  n o t  s o l e l y  dependent  on c l a s s  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  f o r  t h e  e v e n t s  which c o n t r o l  t h e i r  l i v e s  a s  

i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  d i s c o v e r e d  s w i f t l y  and i m p e r c e p t i b l y .  Yet 

s u c c e s s  is g u a r a n t e e d  n e i t h e r  by spontaneous  mass a c t i o n  nor  

t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  p a r t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  Washington's v i c t o r y  was 

h i s  f i n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h i s .  E l l i s o n ' s  aim was n o t  t o  p rov ide  

answers  t o  t h e s e  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s .  Rather  it was t o  i l l u s t r a t e  

t h e  i n v i s i b l e  a s p e c t  o f  human i n d i v i d u a l i t y ,  from t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  

of o t h e r  and from t h a t  o f  any one person.  

Lef t  a l o n e ,  I l a y  f r e t t i n g  over  my i d e n t i t y .  
I s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  I was r e a l l y  p l a y i n g  a 
game 'wi th  myself  and t h a t  they  were t a k i n g  
p a r t .  A c t u a l l y  t h e y  knew a s  w e l l  a s  I, 
and I f o r  some reason  p r e f e r r e d  not  t o  f a c e  
it. 54 



I n  t h e  fo rego ing  we d i s c u s s e d  b o t h  t h e  development 

from t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  nove l  t o  t h e  modern nove l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

c r i t i c a l  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e s e  changes. The v a l u e  of ~ u k g c s '  

r o l e  i n  l i t e r a r y  s o c i o l o g y  p a r a l l e l s  Mannheim's work on t h e  

concep t  of r e l a t i v i s m .  For Lukics t h e  concept  o f  i d e o l o g y  

and t h e  meaning of  i d e o l o g y  ars a  d e t e r ~ i n i n g  f o r c e  i n  c r e a t i v e  

work. The s t r e n g t h  of t h i s  and i t s  weakness i s  t h e  over -  

r i d i n g  impor tance  o f  c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  i n  ~ u k g c s  scheme. Marcuse ' s 

work i n  One Dimensional Nan i s  a  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of a  

d e b a t e  around t h e  t r e n d s  of an  i n c r e a s i n g  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  s o c i e t y  

and b u r e a u c r a t i z a t i o n  which e s s e n t i a l l y  have reduced t h e  once 

fundamenta l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t s .  But h i s  book 

p r o v i d e s  l i t t l e  c o n c r e t e  d a t a  on t h i s  a s s e r t i o n .  55 But Marcuse 

n e v e r  s t a t e s  c o n c l u s i v e l y  what i s  t h e  n a t u r e  of c l a s s  s o c i e t y ,  

c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  and i t s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  development of 

class c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  th rough  i n d u s t r i a l  s t r u g g l e s ,  For t h i s  

was t h e  concern  of ~ u k i i c s .  Sedgwick a r g u e s  t h a t  E a r c u s e f s  

a n a l y s i s  d e r i v e d  an  inadequa te  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  human 

n b e h a v i o u r a l  e v e n t s n b S 6  I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  I s u g g e s t  t h a t  many 

of Marcuses i d e a s  on s o c i a l  change i n  modern s o c i e t y  do n o t  

p r e c l u d e  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  and consc iousness .  

However even b e f o r e  t h e  Second World Kar t h e  monotheism of a  

l i t e r a r y  t h e o r y  based on c l a s s  consc iousness  began t o  be 

q u e s t i o n e d .  I n  Lukzcs t h e o r y  t h e  i n t e r n a l  c o n t e n t  and movement 

of e v e n t s  depended on b o t h  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and 



i d e o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n  and on t h e  l i t e r a r y  t r a d i t i o n s  e x i s t i n g  

i n  European s o c i e t y .  But ~ u k z c s  was unab le  t o  t a k e  s e r i o u s l y  

t h o s e  works which s h i f t e d  emphasis  o n t o  t h e  human organism a s  

a n  i n d i v i d u a l  deve lop ing  consc iousness  i n  t e rms  o f  e v e n t s  

t r a n s c e n d i n g  t h e  immediacy o f  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  

a l s o , t h e  d e b a t e  around impress ionism a l lowed d i s m i s s a l  of 

e a r l y  n o v e l s  o f  Joyce  and Lawrence,and LU&S wrongly saw t h e s e  

works a s  i d e o l o g i c a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e .  I have argued t h a t  t h e s e  

new n o v e l s  were more concerned w i t h  a s p e c t s  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e ,  

i n d i v i d u a l  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  which does no t  p r e c l u d e  awareness  o f  

t h e  f a t e  of o t h e r s .  Also t h a t  t h i s  method developed w i t h  t h e  

i n c r e a s e  i n  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  and e x i s t e n t i a l i s m .  These 

were l o g i c a l  developments  on t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  nove l  because  t h e  

9 n i d d l i n g  h e r o n  i t s e l f  i m p l i e s  an a t t e m p t  t o  r educe  t h e  d i s t a n c e  

between i n d i v i d u a l s  and e v e n t s .  57 And t h e  same t i m e  t h e  problem 

of c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i s  no l e s s  p r o b l e m a t i c  -- exc lud ing  t h e  Freud ian  

unconscious .  S o c i a l  and economic c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  w i d e r  

s o c i e t y  may m a n i f e s t  themse lves  i n  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  s i t u a t i o n s ,  

but  t h e s e  need n o t  be pe rce ived  a s  c l a s s  s i t u a t i o n s .  I n  

contemporary s o c i e t y  t h e  f o r c e s  of t echno logy ,  bureaucracy  a s  

w e l l  a s  a t o m i c  w a r f a r e  and t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  mass media have 

t r ans fo rmed  t h e  n a t u r e  of c l a s s  r e l a t i o n s  and consc iousness .58  

Whereas many modern n o v e l s  u s e  a r t  a s  e scape  many of  t h e  more 

contemporary n o v e l s  such a s  M a i l e r ' s  Naked And The Dead and 

E l l i s o n ' s  I n v i s i b l e  Man have moved toward a  more i n t e n s e  

i l l u s t r a t i o n  of a l i e n a t i o n  and consc iousness .  Such i n s i g h t s ,  

p a r t l y  a i d e d  by f i l m  t e c h n i q u e s , h a v e  impl ied  changes i n  



l i t e r a r y  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  -- even i n  Mannts day -- and i n s i g h t s  

i n  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e .  Con t ra ry  t o  ~ u k g c s '  view t h e  main t e n d e n c i e s  

have n o t  been towards  s o c i a l i s t  r e a l i s m ,  works such a s  t h e  

Pawnbroker,  i n  which we s e e  man a s  s u r v i v i n g  i n  t h e  f a c e  of 

t h r e a t e n i n g  r e a l  e v e n t s  -- r a c i a l  p e r s e c u t i o n  -- w i t h o u t  be ing  

a b l e  t o  r i s e  above t h e s e  events .59  The s i m i l a r  t r e n d  i n  many 

novels s i n c e  Kafka h a s  conf ron ted  a  concep t ion  of t i m e  and 

e x p e r i e n c e  which ~ u k g c s  seeeec! t o  be l ament ing  and t h i s  i s  

t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  an  unders tand ing  and c o n c e ~ t u a l i z a t i o n  

of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  
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CONCLUSIONS 

In t h i s  t h e s i s  t h e  importance o f  a  v i a b l e  t h e o r y  o f  

t h e  l i t e r a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  f o r  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

t h e o r y  h a s  been t h e  main f o c u s  of  a n a l y s i s .  I n  s o c i o l o g y  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  and methodologica l  problems a r e  o f  c o u r s e  

t h e  c o n c e p t u a l  sclfemes which a r e  used f o r  an  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  

s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  The problem then  becomes t h e  s p e c i f i c i t y ,  

i n t e r - r e l a t i o n  and meaning o f  t h e  a b s t r a c t i o n s  which a r e  

p r e s e n t e d  .l I n  t h i s  connec t ion  a  s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of a r t ,  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  l i t e r a t u r e  if ana lysed  i n  a  n o n - p o s i t i v i s t  manner, 

t h a t  i s  t o  s a y  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  of t h e o r i s t s  such a s  ~ u k z c s ,  

can p r o v i d e  g r e a t e r  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  amone men a s  

i n d i v i d u a l s ,  s o c i a l  phenomena and forms of consc iousness .  These 

a r e  t h r e e  of t h e  b a s i c  e lements  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  

In t e r m s  of a  s o c i o l o g y  of l i t e r a t u r e  1 have a t t e m p t e d  

t o  i l l u s t r a t e  some o f  t h e  main ways i n  which Georg ~ u k 5 c . s '  

s o c i o l o g y  of l i t e r a t u r e  p r o v i d e s  s t i m u l a t i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  t h e  

n r e f l e c t i o n  t h e o r y  of l i t e r a t u r e n  which i s  prominent  i n  North 

American s o c i o l o g y ,  He does t h i s  by i n t e r p r e t i n g  and c r i t i c i z -  

i n g  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  b a s i s  of f o r m u l a t i o n s  of a  philosophlr of 

l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  and h i s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  of t h e  

r e l a t i o n s  between form and c o n t e n t  i n  l i t e r a t u r e .  

The main conc lus ion  t h e n  i s  t h a t  ~ u k & c s  would o b j e c t  

t o  any fo rmal  me thodo log ica l  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of s o c i a l  

r e a l i t y  and t h e  r e l a t i o n  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  s o c i e t y  which 

does  n o t  r e c o g n i z e  two b a s i c  t e n e t s .  F i r s t l y  t h a t  s o c i a l  



r ea l i t y  must  be  i n v e s t i g a t e d  wi th  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  as  a  method, a s  

expounded by Marx. Secondly h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  which a r e  t h e  

s t u f f  of s o c i a l  and economic r e a l i t y ,  a r e  n o t  o r d e r e d  i n  some 

c o n t i n g e n t  f a s h i o n .  I n  e l a b o r a t i o n  and examinat ion o f  ~ u k b c s '  

p o s i t i o n ,  I have reviewed t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p r e c e d e n t s  i n  s o c i a l  

ph i losophy  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on t h e  Greek c l a s s i c a l ,  Hegel ian  and 
* 

Marxis t  t h e o r i e s  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  as  w e l l  a s  some o f  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  and o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  ~ u k z c s i a n  system. 

I n  t h i s  1 have a t t empted  t o  t r a c e  some of t h e  r e l e v a n t  connec- 

t i o n s  between t h e s e  a s p e c t s  o f  though t .  My aim i n  t h i s  was t o  

demonst ra te  t h e  ways i n  which l i t e r a t u r e  and l i t e r a r y  c r i t i c i s m  

approach t h e  problems of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  between e x i s t e n c e  and 

forms of consc iousness .  I have a t t e m p t e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  and 

d i s c u s s  t h e  ways i n  which L U ~ ~ C S '  t hough t  p r o v i d e s  a s y n t h e s i s  

between t h e s e  d i s p a r a t e  e lements  of t h o u g h t ,  and some of t h e  

l i m i t a t i o n s  of  ~ u k z c s l  method. 

I a r r i v e d  a t  ~ u k s c s '  fo rmula t ion  by p o s i t i n g  t h e  

q u e s t i o n :  what is  t h e  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s  of  l i t e r a t u r e  

and s o c i e t y ?  During t h e  c o u r s e  of i n v e s t i g a t i o n  I examined 

t h e  e a r l i e s t  f o r m u l a t i o n s  of t h i s  problem by t h e  c l a s s i c a l  

Greek p h i l o s o p h e r s ,  who posed t h e  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  form: what 

i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  r e a l i t y ?  T h i s  f o r m ~ l a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  

p a t t e r n  f o r  a l l  subsequent  examina t ions  of t h e  problem i n  

European phi losophy.  

H i s t o r i c a l l y  t h e n  n o t  on ly  d o e s  much o f  H e g e l i a n  

and p o s t  Hegel ian  though t  have much of its r o o t s  i n  t h e  Greek 

m e t a p h y s i c a l  system -- t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  r e a l i t y  was e s s e n t i a l l y  



s p i r i t u a l  b u t  t h a t  t h e  b a s i c  a s p e c t s  of l a t e r  a e s t h e t i c s ,  which 

i n f l u e n c e d  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  American and European 

c o n t i n e n t a l  s o c i o l o g y ,  r e l a t e  back t o  t h e  Greeks. The ways i n  

which t h e  l o g i c  of t h e  Greek  l lot in us) p h i l o s o p h i e s  were orga-  

n i z e d  is  what d i f f e r s .  This  i s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of my a s s e r -  

t i o n  t h a t  t h e  r o o t s  of t h e  Hegelian d i a l e c t i c  can be  t r a c e d  t o  
0 

t h e  work of P l o t i n u s .  What Hegel d i d  was t o  a r g u e  f irst  t h a t  

a b s o l u t e  s p i r i t  of  r e a l i t y  i s  a  p r o c e s s  which m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  

i n  f i n i t e ,  t h a t  i s  i n d i v i d u a l  minds. Secondly he argued t h a t  

r e a l i t y  moves t h r o u g h  s t a g e s  of s p a t i a l ,  t h a t  i s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

and t empora l  h i s t o r i c a l  movements. 

There i s  f u r t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  Hegel ' s  system f o r  

a e s t h e t i c s .  The e a r l y  Greeks i n  answer t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  what 

c o n s t i t u t e s  r e a l i t y ,  answered t h a t  it was a b s o l u t e  b e a u t y ,  

form and s o  on. This  e q u a t i o n  of r e a l i t y  and beau ty  were no t  

f u l l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  v a l u e s ,  even w i t h  P l o t i n u s '  work. There- 

f o r e  t h e  o r i g i n a l  A r i s t o t e l i a n  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  p o e t r y  and works 

of a r t  were mimesis  was n o t  g r e a t l y  modified. Hegel by formu- 

l a t i n g  t h e  problem o f  consc iousness  a s  a  s o c i a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  

problem, no t  o n l y  fo rmula ted  a  d i a l e c t i c a l  movement o f  consc ious -  

n e s s  and r e a l i t y ,  b u t  r endered  t h e  s t a t u s  of a r t  and l i t e r a t u r e  

as  a s o c i a l  p r o c e s s .  

H e g e l ' s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  f o r m u l a t i o n s  a r e  t h e  b a s i s  of 

two d i s t i n c t  b u t  r e l a t e d  s e t s  of  problems i n  s o c i o l o g i c a l  

a n a l y s i s ,  The first se t  of problems,  what I would t e r m  t h e  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of t h e  a r t i s t i c  p r o c e s s ,  a n o t h e r  

a s p e c t  i s  t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of knoxledge a s p e c t  of t h e  s o c i a l  



and a r t i s t i c  p rocess .  The second s e t  of problems . i s  t h e  problem 

of t h e  r e a l i t y  of c r e a t i v e  l i t e r a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  and t h e  

s ~ ~ i o l o g i c a l  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e i r  e v a l u a t i o n ,  a s ' w e l l  a s  

t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  of a r t i s t i c  forms. Much of 

t h e  impe tus  f o r  t h e  examinat ion of t h e s e  two s e t s  o f  problems 

a r i s e  o u t  of Hege l ' s  phi losophy of  h i s t o r y  a s  a  v e r t i c a l  

d i a l e c t i c a l  movement o f  i n s i t u t i o n s  and s t a g e s  o f  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

toward the  s e l f - a c t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  s e l f - c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and t h e  

h o r i z o n t a l  p r o c e s s  whereby v a r i o u s  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  forms o f  s o c i a l  

l i f e  co r respond  and r e f l e c t  any g iven  s t a g e  of h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e l -  

opment a l o n g  t h e  v e r t i c a l  p lane .  

A f u r t h e r  development i n  my - a n a l y s i s  was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

which a s p e c t  i n  t h e  above two s e t s  of problems were s e l e c t e d  a s  

r e l e v a n t  by t h e  two s c h o o l s  of though t  -- t h e  M a r x i s t  -- Lukzcs- 

i a n  and t h e  p r a g m a t i s t  Dewey-Eurke- wi th  which t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  

p r i m a r i l y  concernede2  I w i l l  b r i e f l y  adumbrate t h e  s e l e c t i o n  

and o r i e n t a t i o n  of each o f  t h e  two s c h o o l s ,  

The p r a g m a t i s t  s c h o o l  of t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  

c o n c e n t r a t e s  a n a l y s i s  wi th  a  modif ied form o f  t h e  h o r i z o n t a l  

a s p e c t  of H e g e l ' s  system. I t  i s  my c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  two t h i n g s  

matter h e r e ,  b o t h  however t e n d  to s p r i n g  from t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  

h y p o t h e s i s  o f  a r t  and l i t e r a t u r e ,  F i r s t l y ,  t h e r e  is  a  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a s  a  b a s i c  u n i t  of a n a l y s i s ,  

Thus b o t h  Burkeand Duncan a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a d j u s t s  

t o  h i s  envi ronment ,  a s  a  consequence of which hunam e x p e r i e n c e  

deve lops .  P a r t  o f  t h i s  i s  drawn from Dewey's n o t i o n  t h a t  f o r ~ s  

o f  a r t  a r e  r e a l l y  means of e n v i s a g i n g  and p r e s e n t i n g  exper ienced  



m a t t e r e 3  Secondly ,  t h e r e  is  Duncan 's e x p l i c i t  methodology t h a t  

l i t e r a t u r e  is  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e r e f o r e  symbolic  m a t e r i a l O 4  The 

consequences of t h i s  o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  

l i t e r a t u r e  t e n d s  toward a s e l e c t i o n  of t h e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of t h e  

p r o c e s s  b u t  t h i s  i s  confused w i t h  t h e  c r i t e r i a  of e v a l u a t i o n  

of l i t e r a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s .  Here t o o  we f i n d  t h a t  t h e  problems 

of t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  a r t  a s  a n  a s p e c t  of t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of  knowledge 

and t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  l i t e r a r y  forms a r e  n o t  of g r e a t  concern .  5 

I n  s h o r t  t h e r e  i s  a  confus ion  o f  two d i s t i n c t  a s p e c t s  o f  

s e p a r z t e  s e t s  o f  problems. This  is a summary way o f  r e f o c u s -  

s i n g  on t h e  main c o n c l u s i o n  of Chapter  Three ,  when I a r g u e  

t h a t  t h e  American s c h o o l  c o n c e p t u a l i s e  a r t  a s  " e x i s t e n s i o n s  

of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y . "  But t h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  h o l d s  t h e  " r e c i p r o c i t y  

o f  p e r s p e c t i v e s w  a s  t h e  main c o n d i t i o n  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y .  6 

It i s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e  f o r e g o i n g  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  

I s h i f t e d  a n a l y s i s  t o  an examinat ion  of t h e  "European schoo l"  

of t h e  s o c i o l o g y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  Here we f i n d  t h a t  a p a r t  from 

t h e  well known i n v e r s i o n  of  t h e  d i a l e c t i c  by & r x  and  Enge l s ,  

t h e r e  i s  a p e r s p e c t i v e  which emphasizes t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of 

knowledge a s p e c t  o f  t h e  problem. Although b r x  and Engels  

t e n d  t o  view l i t e r a t u r e  and t h e  a r t s  a s  an a s p e c t  of t h e  

n s u p e r s t r u c t u r e w  of s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  t h e i r  work on l i t e r a t u r e  

remained a t  a  g e n e r a l  l e v e l .  

~ u k z c s '  f o r m u l a t i o n  i n  H i s t o r y  And C l a s s  Conciousness 

and h i s  l a t e r  w r i t i n g s  on t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of  l i t e r a t u r e  r e f o r m u l a t e d  

t h e  problem of human c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and a t  t h e  same time a t t empted  

t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  of i n d i v i d u a l  forms of  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i n  



t h e i r  r e l a t i o n  t o  m a t e r i a l  forms of l i f e .  I n  a l l  t h i s  L U ~ C C S  

pre-empted t h e  l a t e r  d i s c o v e r y  and p u b l i c a t i o n  of much o f  e a r l y  

i s  w r i t i n g s  a s  w e l l  a s  p rov id ing  e lements  o f  t h o u g h t  f o r  

Vannheimls s o c i o l o g y  o f  knowledge. D e s p i t e  some o f  t h e  more 

i m p o r t a n t  c r i t i c i s m s  which have been l e v e l l e d  a g a i n s t  Lukgcst 

work, t h e y  a r e  worthy of s e r i o u s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

F i r s t l y  he  g o e s  beyond t h e  f o r m z l d s t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

r e l a t i o n  between human forms of c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  t h e  " f a c t s w  of 

e x i s t e n t  s o c i a l  and economic l i f e  and t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  l i t e r a r y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  Lukscs a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e s e  can o n l y  be  s t u d i e d  

a s  a t o t a l i t y ,  b u t  t o  do  t h i s  s o c i o l o g i s t s  must p e n e t r a t e  

d i a l e c t i c a l l y  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  development of t h e s e  f o r c e s ,  The 

dilemma of t h e  a r t i s t  o r  t h e  s o c i o l o g i s t  is  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  

development of s o c i a l  f o r c e s ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e s e  f o r c e s  and 

t h e i r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  i n  e x i s t e n t  r e a l i t y  have t o  cope w i t h  t h e  

i d e o l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  a l l  h i s t o r i c a l  development.  

LukZcs t h e r e b y  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  f o r m a l i s t i c  f u n c t i o n a l i s t  s o c i -  

o logy o f  l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  one hand and t h e  c a t a l o g u i n g  of a r t  

h i s t o r y  on t h e  o t h e r .  A t  t h e  same t i m e  Lukgcs a n a l y s i s  i n  t h i s  

connec t ion  p rov ided  a more adequate  framework f o r  t h e  problem 

of s o c i o l o g i c a l  c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  l i t e r a r y  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  o f  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y ,  

If a n  examinat ion  of t h e  problem of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  

between t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and s o c i e t y  i s  done i n  t e r m s  of ~ u k z c s  

a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  l i t e r a r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  problem, 

~ u k g c s l  main g u i d e  becomes t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  p e c u l i a r i t y  o f  t h i s  

s o c i e t a l  But t h i s  i s  o n l y  one c l u e  t c  t h e  a n a l y s i s  



of t h e  problem, t h e  o t h e r  be ing  t h e  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e  of t h e  a r t i s t  o r  s o c i o l o g i s t .  That i s  t o  s a y  e v e r y  

h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t  i s  r a t i o n a l i z e d  o r  e x p l a i n e d  i n  p a r t l y  p h i l o -  

s o p h i c a l  and i d e o l o g i c a l  t e rms ,  and t h e  q u e s t i o n e r  can c o n s c i o u s l y  

s e l e c t  one o r  t h e  o t h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e .  The c l a s s  background of 

t h e  a r t i s t  o r  s o c i o l o g i s t  i s  t h e n  one v a r i a n t  among o t h e r s  and 

i n  terms of a  conc'eptual r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  scheme, t h e  a r t i s t  

need n o t  be b l i n d e d  by t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  of h i s  own c l a s s  o r  

s o c i a l  group.  Here t h e n  i s  t h e  c o r e  of L U ~ ~ C S '  d e f i n i t i o n  of 

l i t e r a r y  r e a l i s m  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  dynamics of c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of 

t h e  o b s e r v e r .  The b a s e s  f o r  Mannheimls s o c i o l o g y  of knowledge 

were indeed  founded by ~ u k i c s .  One f u r t h e r  p o i n t  i s  t h a t  LukScs 

a l s o  u t i l i z e d  Weberts  concept  of t h e  " typew t o  p rov ide  t h e  

dynamics f o r  an e m p i r i c a l  a n a l y s i s  of l i t e r a r y  c o n t e n t .  T h i s  

was h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  i n d i v i d u a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  

of l i t e r a r y  c h a r a c t e r s  i n  t h e  works of n i n e t e e n t h  and t w e n t i e t h  

c e n t u r y  n o v e l s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a  c e r t a i n  l i m i t a t i o n  and 

r i g i d i t y  i n  LukGcs s o c i o l o g i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  h i s  t h e o r y  and 

one which I have a t t e m p t e d  t o  t r a n s c e n d  by welding e l e m e n t s  of 

l a t e r  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and l i t e r a r y  a n a l y s i s  t o  a s p e c t s  of t h e  

~ u k z c s i a n  framework. One of t h e  keys  l o c a t i n g  t h e  weaknesses 

of ~ u k z c s l  f o r m u l a t i o n  i s  h i s  u s e  of l i t e r a r y  t y p e s  o f  c h a r a c t e r s  

beyond t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  moment f o r  which t h e y  were developed.  I n  

S a t r e f s  t e rmino logy  t h e y  t a k e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  a n  " e t e r n a l  

o b j e c t i v i t y w . '  S a t r c  seems t o  r e g a r d  h i s  major  a t t a c k  on I,uk&s 

a s  b e i n g  t h e  charge  of " v o l u n t a r i s t  i d e a l i s m n ,  b u t  S a t r e l s  

c r i t i q u e  remains  vague a t  t h i s  p o i n t  .' I would s u g g e s t  t h a t  



an  extended f o o t n o t e  b e t t e r  summarizes ~ u k s c s '  me thodo log ica l  

problem t h a n  S a t r e ' s  e a r l i e r  b r a n d i s h i n g  o f  names. For t h e  

s t a t e m e n t  e q u a l l y  a p p l i e s  t o  some a s p e c t s  of -pure e x i s t e n t i a l i s m " .  

When knowing i s  made a p o d i c t i c ,  and when 
it i s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a g a i n s t  a l l  p o s s i b l e  
q u e s t i o n i n g  wi thou t  e v e r  d e f i n i n g  i t s  
scope  or, i t s  r i g h t s ,  t h e n  it i s  c u t  o f f  
from t h e  world and becomes a fo rmal  
system. When it i s  reduced t o  a  p u r e  
psycho-phys io log ica l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  it 
l o s e s  i t s  pr imary  q u a l i t y ,  which i s  i t s  
r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o b j e c t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  
become i t s e l f  a  pure  o b j e c t  o f  knowing . . . . I n  t h e  movement of N a r x i s t  
n a n a l y s e s f l  and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  
of t o t a l i z a t i o n ,  j u s t  a s  i n  MarxTs remarks 
on t h e  p r a c t i c a l  a s p e c t  of t r u t h  and on t h e  
g e n e r a l  r e l a t i o n s  of t h e o r y  and p r a x i s ,  
it would be e a s y  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  rud iments  
o f  a  r e a l i s t i c  epistemology which h a s  n e v e r  
been developed.  But what we can and ought  
t o  c o n s t r u c t  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e s e  s c a t t e r e d  
o b s e r v a t i o n s  is a  t h e o r y  which s i t u a t e s  
knowing i n  t h e  world ... and which de te rmines  
it i n  i t s  n e g a t i v i t y  ( t h a t  n e g a t i v i t y  which 
S t a l i n i s t  dogmatism pushes t o  t h e  a b s o l u t e  
and which it t r a n s f o r m s  i n t o  a  n e g a t i o n ) .  
Only t h e n  w i l l  it be unders tood  t h a t  knowing 
is n o t  a  knowing of i d e a s  b u t  a  p r a c t i c a l  
knowing of t h i n g s :  t h e n  it w i l l  be p o s s i b l e  
t o  s u F p r e s s  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  a s  a  u s e l e s s  and 
m i s l e a d i n g  in te rmedia ry .10  

m t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  above s t a t e m e n t  it i s  p o s s i b l e  

t o  a c c e p t  ~ u k z c s  fo rmal  development of  h i s  t h e o r y  t h a t  t h e  g e n r e s  

o f  l i t e r a t u r e  t r a n s f o r m  w i t h  t h e  development of c a p i t a l i s t  

s o c i e t y  from t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  t o  t h e  contemporary nove l .  H i s  

t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  and 

s o c i e t y  i s  a n o t h e r  m a t t e r .  I have r e j e c t e d  h i s  t o t a l i s t i c  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  about  nmodernism" a s  b e i n g  a  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  of 

n o v e l i s t s )  m y s t i f i c a t i o n  by e s s e n t i a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i d e a l i s t i c  



e x p l a n a t i o n s  of a  h i s t o r i c a l l y  c o n d i t i o n e d  a l i e n a t i o n .  On t h e  

o t h e r  hand I have sugges ted  t h a t  by a n a l y s i n g  t h e  s o c i a l -  

economic changes  i n  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  a l o n g  l i n e s  b r o a d l y  s i m i l a r  

t o  Marcuse ' s ,  one need not  t a k e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  e i t h e r  c l a s s  

c o n f l i c t s  have been negated  i n  a  p o l i t i c a l  s e n s e  o r  t h a t  t h e  

n o v e l  i n  contemporary s o c i e t y  r e p r e s e n t s  man a s  e s c a p i n g  
0 

contemporary a b s t r a c t n e s s .  I have a l s o  sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  

e x p e r i e n c e  of  a l i e n a t i o n  h a s  become more a c u t e  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  

i n d i v i d u a l ' s  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  i t  i s  changing.  Consequently such 

a theme can b e  t r a c e d  i n  t h e  contemporary novel .  A t  t h e  same 

t ime t h e  concept  of i n d i v i d u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  and c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

i s  i n t e r w i n e d  w i t h  g roup  and c l a s s  a c t i o n  b u t  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  

emphasis  from t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  nove l  o r  even t h e  nove l  

of Mannfs day.  The d e b a t e s  around autonomy of s e l f  and t h e  

d e s t r u c t i o n  of form i n  t h e  nove l  can be l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  a  

t o t a l i t y  of  a  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t .  Some s u g g e s t i o n s  were i n  t e r m s  

of t h e  development of e x i s t e n t i a l  psychology and ph i losophy  

as  w e l l  a s  t h e  more a b s t r a c t - - s p a t i a l  l o c a t i o n - -  problems of 

modern s o c i e t y ,  and t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  development of t h e s e  

problems. I n  t h i s  sense  t h e  e a r l i e r  ~ u k g c s i a n  n o t i o n  of 

t h e  n o v e l  needs  t o  be  r e v i s e d  from a  c r i t i c a l  r e a l i s m  which 

is  historicist and p r o j e c t i v e  i n  t h e  Marxian s e n s e ,  t o  a 

more i l l u s t r a t i v e ,  e x p l o r a t o r y  t y p e  of l i t e r a t u r e .  But one 

t h a t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  + h i s t o r i c a l  i n  i t s  s o c i o l o g i c a l  and 

p h i l o s o p h i c a l  sense .  



FOOTNOTES 

l ~ f .  Percy S. Cohen, Kodern S o c i a l  Theory. Heinemann 
E d u c a t i o n a l  Books L td . ,  London, 1968,  pp. 238-239. 

2~ r e f e r  h e r e  t o  t h e  main d i s c u s s i o n  i n  Chapter  3 of t h e  
t h e s i s ,  t h e  American c o n t i n e n t a l  and European s c h o o l s  of 
t h e  s o c i o l o g y  of  l i t e r a t u r e .  

3 ~ f .  John ~ e w e f ,  A r t  As Exper ience ,  op. c i t . ,  p. 109. 

4 ~ h e s e  c o n s l u s i o n s  a r e  based on a n  a t t e m p t  t o  a n a l y s e  
Duncan's t h e o r y  o f  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  t erms of John Dewey 1s 

fc r rnu la t ions  . 
5 ~ e e  my a n a l y s i s  i n  Chapter  2, w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  Alphons 

Si lberman 1s c r i t i c i s m .  

6 s e e  P h i l i p  Bosseman ,  Q i a l e c t i c a l  Socio logy:  An A n a l y s i s  -- 
of t h e  Sociology o f  G e o r g e ~  Gurv i t ch ,  P o r t e r  s a r g e n t ,  
Massachuse t t s ,  1 9 6 8 , 2 3 8 .  

7 ~ e e  my s e c t i o n  i n  Chapter  5 e n t i t l e d  t h e  " T o t a l i t y  o f  
p h i l o s o p h i c a l  and c o n c r e t e  e x i s t e n c e :  The r e l a t i o n  of t h e  
n o v e l  and t h e  French Revolution.ll  

8cf. Jean-Paul S a t r e ,  Search For a Method, and Hazel  E. 
Barnes ,  Al f red  A. Knopf, New York, 1967, pp. 23-34. 

91bid., pp. 27-28 

l01b id  -* 9 p. 3 3 ,  f o o t n o t e  9. 

1 1 ~  d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  and c r i t i c i s m  of MarcuseTs  i d e a s  would 
be  r e l e v a n t  h e r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s  n o t i o n  of  " p o s s i b i l i t i e s n  
i n  contemporary a r t .  These a r e  however no t  germane t o  t h i s  
t h e s i s .  
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