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ABSTRACT. 

T h a  t h e s i s  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  p r o b l ~ m  of c o n t i n u e d  r a c i a l  

d i s c r i m i n a t  i o n  i n  th? ~ n i  t e d  S t a t e s .  T h i s  d i s c r k i n i n a t i c n  is 

r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  b l a c k  A m e r i c a n s  on incorn? and  

o c c u p a t i o n a l  i n d i c e s  a n d  i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  s e g r e q a t i o n  o f  t h e  b l a c k  

u r b a n  g h e t t o s ,  Ths p r o b l e m  i s  a p p r o a c h e d  t h r o u g h  a c r i t i c ; t l l  

r e v i e w  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  w r i t i n g s  o n  thr; s u b j e c t  o f  Aoler ican  race 

r e l a t i o n s ,  T h e s e  w r i t i n g s  a re  c l a s s i f i e d  b y  two h r o a d  

c a t e g o r i e s :  ' m a i n s t r e a m '  acd t b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t *  p e r s p e c t i v t s ,  

A c h a p t e r  is d e v o t e d  t o  t a c h  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  tho h i s t o r i c a l  

d e v  e f o p m e ~ t  a n d  t h e o r e t i c a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  a n a l y s e s  a r e  

r s v i e w e 3 .  Criticisre is f o c u s e d  o a  t h ~  r s l a t i v ~  i n a b i l i t y  o i  the 

a n a l y s e s  t o  e x p l a i n ,  i n  a c a n s i s t 3 n t  manner ,  ~ h 3  h i s t o r i c a l  

c o n t i n u i t i e s  i n ,  a n d  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  of  A m z r i c a n  rac2 r e l a t i o n s .  

T h e  f i n a l  c h a p t e r  3 t t e m p t s  to s i t u a t e  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  

t h 2  c o n t e x t  o f  a M a r x i s t  a n a l y s i s ,  A c o n c e p t u a l  framework b a s e d  

sn the works o f  Marx a n d  P o u l a n t z a s  i s  d e v ? l c p ? d .  T h i s  framework 

i n c l u d e s  s u c h  c o n c e p t s  a s  t h e  mode of p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  s o c i a l  

f o r m a t i o n ,  c a p i t a l i s t  a c c u m u l a t i o n ,  p z r i o d i s a t i o n  and  tha 

s t a t e ,  T h e s e  c o n c ~ p t s  a r e  t h z n  u s e d  t o  d e v e l 3 p  a 



p e r i o d . i s a t i o n  of American s o c i t t y  i n t o  t h o  p h n s 2 s  P E  

s l a v a r y ,  s h 2 r e c r o p i n g  a n d  thg? p r e s e n t  p h a s ?  of  u r b a n  

i n d u s t r i a l .  c o n c e n t r a  t i a ~ .  

It i s  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r y  2 n d  t h e  c u r r e n t  s p a t i a l  

a n d  s o c i o - ? c o n o m i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  b l a c k  p s o p l e  c a n  h a  

c n h e r s n t l y  s i t u a  t e d  w i t h i n  t h a  p r o p o s e d  f ~ ~ m e ~ o r k .  ~ h s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between r a c i a l  d i s c r i a i n a t i o n  and  t h q  o r g a n i s a t i o n  

o f  American s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  s o c i a l  r i l l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  

a n d  t h r o u g h  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n h 2 r o n t  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  market i s  of 

p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e ,  Thus t h e  s o c i a l  r z l a t i o n s  I n h e r e n t  

i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of  p r o d u c t i o n ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  the 

h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  s p a t i a l  uniqueness of t h e  Amer ican  s o c i a l  

f o r a a t i o n  a r e  ss%n a s  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o ~ c e p t u a l  t c o l s  f o r  t h ~  

s t u d y  o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  F u r t h 2 r  work is n e c e s s a r y  

h o w e v e r ,  before  a  f u l l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  ths c o ~ p l e x  e f fec ts  

s u r r o n d i n g  the p r o b l e m  c a n  bz  d e v e l o p s d .  



/ 
i gcomhar Micheaf a g u s  Bausa, 

m y  p a r e n t s .  



The cofoured people of: W a s k i n g t ~ n  o n j o y  all the 
social and political rights that law can g i v e  them, 
v i t h o u t  protest and withoilt ann3yance .  The public 
coavegances are open to t h e m ,  Lhe t h e a t r e s ,  a n d  t h 2  
j u r y  box ,  th5 sp~ils 3f party power a r e  t h e i r s .  
Bany of those men a r ?  w?althy, {Constance Grezr,: 
THE SECliET C I T Y ) ,  



I n  th;! p r n p a r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  , t h e s i s ,  I was fortunate? t o  h a y ?  

t h e  h e l p  a n d  ecconragement o f  many p q ~ p l e .  

M i c h a l l  E l i o t  Hurst-,  p r ~ v a d  to b+ n o t  o n f f  a r ~ s ~ u r c e f u l  

s e n i o r  s u p e r v i s o r  a n d  good f r i e n d ,  b u t  a l s o  a l l o w e d  me t h e  

f r o e d o ~  nacessary to c o m p l e t e  the programme w i t h  a y  s a n i t y  

intact. 

Tom P 2 u c k e r  t n o  p r o v i d e d  i n p u t  a n d  s u p p o r t  w i t h o u t  i m p ~ s i n q  

r e s t r i c t i o n s  and f o r  t h i s  f am y r a t 3 f u 2 .  

H s r i h e r t  Adam k i n d l y  a g r e e d  to a c t  a s  my :?xt~rnal e x a m i n e r  

on  r s f a t i v s l y  s h o r t  n o t i c ? .  

U n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  of t h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  

climate g i t h i n  w h i c h  t h i s  t h e s i s  was w r i t t l n ,  hogever, was t h e  

V a n c o u v e r  Lacal of  t h n  u n i o n  of S o c i a l i s t  G e o q r a p h e r s ,  Among 

t h t u i ,  1 h a v e  l e a r n e d  much; n o t  l e a s t  t h a t  P e a r n i n q  i t s ~ l f  is  a 

mor2 r a p i d  and  enjoyable p r o c O s s  when c t r r i e d  o n  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  

w i t h  o t h e r  p a o p l a  r a t h e r  t h a n  i n  i s o l a t i o n  E r o ~  t h e m .  

R i t u a l  demands t h a t  I c la im f u l l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a l l  

3 p i n l o n s  a116 mistakes c n n t a i n ~ d  h e r a i n  artd so, t n  r i t u a l ,  f make 

my how, 
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CHAPTER OME, 

THE PHORLEM A N D  SOBE COMSIDERATfBNS ON ITS TREATFiENT, 

1, I n t r o d u c t i o n .  

F o r  some time, c e r t a i n l y  s i n c e  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  century, 

g e o g r a p h e r s  s o c i o l o g i s t s  a n d  o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h ?  c i t y  h a v e  

a t t e m p t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  u r b a n  

centres, s i t h i n  t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  l i t e r a t u r s  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t o  

i d e n t i f y  two m a j o r  streams, { C a r t e r ,  1972.. H a r v e y ,  1973), O n  

t h e  one hand,  t h e  a p p r o a c h  f a v o u r e d  b y  Muth and  A l o n s o  stresses 

m a r k 3 t  f o r c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r 1  y demand,  w h i c h  t h r o u g h  t h e  g e n e r a t i o n  

of  r s n t a l  h i e r a r c h y  o r  r a n g e ,  d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  

p a t t e r n i n g  of c i t i e s ,  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h o s e  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  

3 f  t h e  C h i c a g o  s c h o o l  p r e f e r  t o  assess  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  a wider 

r a n g e  of s ~ c i a P ,  e c o n o m i c  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  f o r c z s  on  t h e  s p a t i a l  

o r g a n i s a t F o n  o f  t h e  c i t y .  

B o r e  r e c e n t l y ,  g e o g r a p h e r s  h a v e  f o c u s s e d  on t h e  b l a c k  g h e t t o  

a s  a p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  of A m a r i c a n  u r b a n  c e n t r e s ,  S u b s e y u + n t  t o  

t h e  d i s p e r s a l  o f  other g h e t t o  o c c u p a n t s ,  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of b l a c k  

s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  s u g g + s t e d  t h a t  f n r c e s  d i f f e r e n t  from t h o s a  
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a f f e c t i n g  n o n - b l a c k  ghettos m a i n t a i n e d  o r  r e p r o d u c e d  t h e  b l a c k  

g h e t t o ,  Ths e x t e n t  of g e o g r a p h i c  r e s e a r c h  o n  t h z  n a t u r e  of t he se  

f o r c e s  is n o t ,  h o w e v ~ r ,  i i n p r a s s i v e ,  f l f a s k i n s ,  l 9 6 9 . ,  E r a s t  a n d  

Hugg, 1976)  , 

T h s  9 v l n t s  of t h e  n i n e t e e n - s i x t i e s  g d n e r a t ~ d  e x t a n s i v s  

r e s e a r c h  w i t h  the o h  j e c t i v e  of u n d e r s t a n d i n g  the c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  

led t o  t h e  r i o t s  a n d  c i v i l .  d i s o r d e r  of t h a t  p z r i o d ,  B l a c k  

a c t i v i s t s  a n d  r a d i c a l  a c a d e m i c s  a l s o  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  r e c e w a d  

i n q u i r y .  L i t t l e  a g r e e m e n t  o n  t h e  causes o f  p s r s i s t i ; n t  

discrimination emerged. H o s t  however,  wers c o n v i n c e d  t h a t  

s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  and s o c i a l  and  e c o n o m i c  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

p e r s i s t e d  i n  some i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  manner ,  D i s a g r e e m e n t  c e n t r e d  o n  

t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h a t  c o n n e c t i o n ,  ( H a r r i s o n ,  

1974., P e r l o ,  1 9 7 5 ) .  

This t h e s i s  c o n f r o n t s  t h s  p r o b l e m  of t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  r e l a t i v e  

d ~ p r l v a t i o n  a n d  g h e t t o i s a t i o n  of b l a c k  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .  In t h i s  b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t o r y  c h a p t e r  th2 p r o b l e m  i t s e l f ,  

t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  related t o  it, a n d  t h e  mathod t o  be  employed i n  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  p r o b l e s  w i l l  be  o u t l i n e d ,  



2. T h e  P r o b l e m .  

It is n o t  t h e  i n t s n t i o n  t o  t n b a r k  h e r ?  O L  a n  e l a b o r a t e  

3 m p i r i c a l  s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  of r a c i a l  s a c i o - e c o n o m i c  d i f f e r a n c e s ,  

B n  a p p e n d i x  t o  t h e  t h e s i s  a t t e m p t s  to p r e s + n t  t h e  f a c t u a l  b a s i s  

f o r  t h 2  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  b l a c k  A m e r i c a n s  f i v +  i n  a s t a t e  o f  

r e l a t i v e  s o c i o - e c o n o ~ i c  d z p r i v a t i o n  a n d  h a v e  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  a l t 2 r  

t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  in a n y  s i q n i f i c a n t  way, [See a p p e n d i x  A )  . The  

s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  of b l a c k  p e o p l e  h a r d l y  r e q u i r e s  p r o o f  here 

e i t h e r ,  (See  R o s e  a n d  McConnef l ,  1972) . C o n s e q u e n t l y  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  d e f i n i t i o n  of a g h e t t o  is adequate  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  

t h e  t h e s i s ,  

T h e  g h e t t o  g e n e r a l l y  is a  t 3 r r i t o r i a l l y  u n i f i a d  
a rea  of t h o  u r b a n  c o m m u n i t y ,  o f t e n  l o c a t e d  n e a r  t h e  
C e n t r a l  B u s i n e s s  District, It i s  3n area  i n  whSch 
i n h a b i t a n t s  have s i a i l a r  r a c i a l ,  s o c i a l ,  s c a n o m i c ,  
a n d  c u l t u r a l  a t t r i b u t a s  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  t h e m  from 
t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  c i t y ' s  p o p u l a t i o n .  T h e  g h e t t o  
a s  a s o c i a l  l o c a t i o n  is c h a r a c t e r i s e d  by 
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and  i n f e r i o r  s t a t u s  and i s  
maintained by s u p p r e s s i v e  f o r c e s  o f  w h i t e  m a j o r i t y  
over b l a c k  m i n o r i t y ,  T h e  word t * g h e t t ~ * a  u s u a l l y  i s  
a c c o m p a n i e d  by t h e  c o n n o t a t i o n  o f  a s l u m ;  h o w e v e r ,  
this is n o t  a l w a y s  t h e  case, A s l u m  i s  c a u s e d  by  
e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s ,  a g h e t t o  a d d s  c u f  t u r a l  a n d  s o c i a l  
r e s t r i c t i o n s  t o  t h o s e  a l r e a d y  p r e s s n t  i n  t h e  s l u m ,  
A slum c a n  b e  a g h e t t o ,  b u t  a  g h e t t o  n e e d  n o t  bs a 
s l u m ,  { E r o s t  a n d  Hugg, 1976: 1 1 5 ) .  

T h i s  t h e s i s  f i l l  f o c u s  a n  t h e  s o c i a l  and e c o n o m i c  p r o c e s s s s  

a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w h i c h  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  g h e t t o  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

d e s c r i h ~ d  above. T h e  s p e c i f i c  t h e s i s  p r o b l s a  c3n best bn s t a t e d  
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i n  t h e  form of t w o  questions: why a n d  how does the r e l a t i v e  

d e p r i v a t i o n  a n d  s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  b l a c k  B m G r i c a n s  parsist?, 

a n d ,  i n  wha t  manne r  is t h i s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  r e l a t e d  t o  A m e r i c a n  

s o c i e t y  a s  3 whole? 

Thesn t w o  i n t e r r e f a t o i l  q u e s t i o n s  can  be  a p p r o a c h e d  i n  a 

v 3 r i z t y  of  ways. I n d e e d  t h e r e  exists a l r e a d y  a w i d e  r a n g e  of  

l i t e r a t u r e  expressly i n t e n d e d  tc o f f e r  answers  t o  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  

b u t  t h e  1 e v s l  of d i s a g r e e m 5 n t  a n d  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t h e r 2 i n ,  m s a n s  

t h a t  a c a r e f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of its c o n t e n t  is n e c e s s a r y ,  S u c h  

an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  may h e l p  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  most a p p r o p r i a t e  means  

o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  the p r o b l e m ,  

3. T h e  L i t e r a t u r e ,  

D e s p i t e  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  o f  mater ia l  w h i c h  is  s o l e l y  c o n c e r n e d  

w i t h  t h e  m e a s u r e m e n t  o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  a n  e x t s n s i v e  

q u a n t i t y  o f  r e l s v a n t  work  r e m a i n s .  There is  no s u g g e s t i o n  

t h a t  more t h a n  a f r a c t i o n  o f  i t  h a s  been c o v e r e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  

From t h e  texts w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  a d d r e s s e d  i t  c a n  b e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

s e p a r a t ?  * s c h o o l s  o f  t h o u g h t '  or  a o m i n a n t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  can be 

i d e n t i f i e d ,  ~ i t h i n  e a c h  ' s c h o o l *  o r  p a r s p e c t i v e  t h e r a  2 x F s t s ,  of 

course, d i s a q r e e ~ e n t  a n d  d e b a t e ,  (Tabb,  197O,, Harr is ,  1974) . 
N o n e t h e l e s s ,  aach p e r s p e c t i v e  is i n  g e n e r a l  a q r e e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e  c a u s a t i v e  f a c t o r s  o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n n t i a n ,  ~t is  



n o t e w o r t h y  t h a t  writers w i t h i n  e a c h  p e r s p e c t i v e  a r e  f r e q i i n n t l y  

i g n o r a n t  o f  the s m l y s e s  of t h o s e  i n  t h e  o t h e r .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  to a g e n e r a l  s i m i l a r i t y  o f  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  development o f  each p e r s p e c t i v e  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  

d i s c r 2 t e .  B y  c l a s s i f y i ~ g  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  this manner,  

th9 p r o c e s s  o f  p r ~ s e n t i n g  a n d  r e v i e w i n g  t h s  m a t e r i a l  i s  

f a c i l i t a t ~ d ,  T w o  p e r s p e c t i v e s  can be i d e n t i f i e d ,  

{ A )  A f a a i n s t r e a m  o r  e s t a b l i s h e d  p e r s p e c t i v e  v i e w s  t h e  

p r o b l e m  a s  a c o n s e q u s n c s  of mismanagemen t ,  S t a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

are b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  c a p a b l e  of c o r r e c t i n g  i n e q u a l i t y  t h r o u g h  t h e  

~ o d i f i c a t i o n  of p r o g r a m m e s  and  p o l i c i e s .  T h e  p r o b l e m  i s  b e l i e v e d  

t o  h a v e  been e x a c e r b a t e d  b y  the p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  

p s y c h o - s o c i ~ l o g i c a l  r a c i a l  a t t i t u d e s .  T h e s e  a r e  e x p l a i n a d  a s  a 

r e m n a n t  of  t h o  s l a v e  p e r i o d  when rea l  e c o n o m i c  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

e x i s t e d  a n d  g e n e r a t e d  t h e  a t t i t u d e s ,  It i s  a r g u e d  t h a t  th=i  real. 

e c o n o m i c  b a s i s  n o  l o n g e r  e x i s t s  a n d  t h a t  a t t i t u d e s  PER SE a re  a t  

t h i ;  r o o t  o f  t h e  r a c i a l  q u e s t i o n  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  phase ,  T h e  s t a t e  

is u r g e d  t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  a t t i t u d e s  h y  

p a r t i c u l a r  s e c t o r s  cf t h e  economy s u c h  a s  r e a l  e s t a t e .  

( K e r n e r ,  1 9 6 8 , ,  Brown, 1 9 7 2 ) .  

v a r i a t i o n  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  

p a t h o l o g i c a l  b l a c k  b e h a v i o u r  i s  t h e  r o o t  c a u s e  o f  c o n t i n u e d  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  and t e n d s  t o  o b s t r u c t  g o v e r n m e n t  p o l i c i e s .  



o r i g i n a l l y  f o r m u l a t e d  by  Lewis (19tj5ft  t h e  * c u l t u r e  of p o v s r t y '  

analysis s u g g e s t s  t h a t  p o o r  g h e t t o  d u e l l = r s  a r e  t r a p p e d  i n  a 

cycle o f  a o v e r t y  w h i c h  g i v e s  r i s e  t o  p a t h o l ~ g i c a l  o r  d e v i a n t  

b e h a v i o u r .  T h i s  h e h a v i o u r  p r e v e n t s  t h e  p o x  f r o m  s u c c e s s f u l l y  

s s c a ~ i n g  -the p o v e r t y  cycle, B h e r e a s  L e w i s  a p p l i e d  h i s  a n a l y s i s  

t o  t h e  poor i r r  g e n e r a l ,  B a n f i e l d  (1974)  a p p l i z s  i t  t o  b l a c k  

p e o p l e  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

R o s e ,  a g z o g r a p h e r ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  A w e r i c a n  s o c i e t y  is 

m o t o r e d  b y  * i n v i s i b l e 1  c u l t u r a l  f o r c e s  which  c r e a t e  a n d  m a i n t a i n  

s o c i a l  a n d  r a c i a l  d i v i s i o n s ,  4 r i t e r s  s u c h  a s  Kain ( 1 9 6 9 1 ,  a n d  

~ s r r i s o n  (1974),  p r o p o s e  v a r i a t i o n s  of a l a b o u r  ' m i s m a t c h *  t h e o r y  

wher2i.n t h g  p r o b l e m  is seen a s  a consequence o f  s p a t i a l  a n d / o r  

q u a l i f i c a t i o n  g a p s  b e t v e 2 n  t h e  p e o p l o  a n d  the j o h s  t h a t  c o u l d  

~ o t e n t i a f  ly erad ica te  t h o  b a s i s  of d e p r i v a t i o n .  

Common t o  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  a n a l y s a s  is o n e  o f  two 

a r g u e m s n t s ,  D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  a r i s e n  c i t h e r  

f r o m  a m a l f u n c t i o n  o f  th? s o c i a l  s y s t e m  a n d  r e q u i r e s  t h e r s f o r e ,  

some  d e g r e e  o f  s t a t e  i n t e r v e n t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m s n t ,  o r ,  f r o m  

n a t u r a l  o r  i n e v i t a b l e  forces which  t h e  s t a t e  m u s t  r e c o g n i s 2  a n d  

a m e l i o r a t e  a s  b e s t  i t  c a n .  T h e  s t a t e  is siew2d a s  a n  I n d e p o a d e n t  

a r b i t e r ,  a f o r c e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  o n l y  i n  so f a r  a s  i t  

a t t e m p t s  t o  c o r r e c t  i t ,  
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(B) As w i t h  t h e  msinstrsam a p p r o a c h ,  t h e r e  a r e  many 

v a r i a t i o c s  within w h a t  c a n  be c a l l e d  t h e  b l a c k  M s t i o n a l i s t  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  T h e  l a t t e r  a n a l y s i s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  b f a c k  p e o p l e  i n  

the U n i t e d  S t a t s s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  a l l  o t h e r  races, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m  white p e o p l s ,  i n  b o t h  e c o n o m i c  p o s i t i o n  a n d  

c u f  t u r a l  h s r i t a q e .  The a t t a inmen t  of e c o n o m i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  

d e v e l o p m e n t  c a n  o n l y  be rea l i sed  t h r o u g h  thz e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 

s 9 p a r a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  { C a r m i c h a e l  a n d  H a m i l t o n ,  1967) 

T h e  f o r m s  af t h e  p r o p o s e d  s e p a r a t e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a v e  be sn  

t h e  f o c u s  of much d e b a t s ,  C r u s e  (1967) h a s  a r q u e d  t h a t  t h e  

c r e a t i o n  of p r o t e c t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  c u l t u r a l  a c t i v i t y  will 

e v e n t u a l l y  a l l o w  b l a c k  people?  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  e q u a l l y  i n  A m e r i c a n  

s o c i a t y .  Bore r a d i c a l  p r o p o s a l s ,  of t e n  a s s o c i a t s d  w i t h  t h e  

Communis t  P a r t y  o f  t h e  U,S., c a l l  f o r  s e c e s s i o n  a n d  t h e  f o r n a t i o n  

3E 3 s o v e r e i g n  s t a t e .  ( F o s t e r ,  1954, ,  J a c o b s ~ n ,  1968) , H3re 

r e c e n t l y ,  b f a c k  n a t i o n a l i s m  h a s  b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s t r u g g l e  

t o  attain p o l i t i c a l  p o w e r  o v e r  t h e  g h e t t o  a r e a s  o f  c e n t r a l  

c i t ies .  ( a l l e n ,  1969)  . 

Th? b a s i s  of  t h e s e  a r g u m 3 n t s  i s  t w f o l d .  On t h e  3ne h a n d  

r a c i a l  i d e n t i t y  and  u n i q u e n e s s  of h i s t o r i c a l  e x p a r i e n c ~  a n d  

c u l t u r a l  e x p r e s s i o n  a re  posttd a s  t h ?  c o n s t i t u t i v e  e l e m e n t s  o f  

n a t i o n a l i t y .  On t h e  other h a n d ,  the? c o n c a n t r a t i o n  o f  b l a c k  

p e o p l e  i n  g h e t t o s  h a s  l e d  t o  t h e  i d ~ r r t i f i c a t i ~ n  of g h e t t o  space 



Page  8 

w i t h  n a t i o n a l  c r > l n n i s e d  s p a c e ,  I n  o r d a r  t o  b r e a k  f r e e  from t h e  

a l l 2 q e d  c o l o n i a l  d o m i n a t i o n  p o l i t i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n  is  a d v o c a t d .  

(Thomas, 1 9 7 2 , ,  P e r r y ,  1974) . T h i s  a p p r o a c h  i s  f r e q u e n t 1  y 

r z f e r r 2 d  t o  a s  t h e  ' i n t e r n a l  c o l o n y 3  a n a l y s i s  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i o n  

b s t w e e n  t h e  q h e t t o  a n d  l a r q e r  s o c i e t y  a s  * i n t * r n a l  c o l o n i a l i s m * ,  

Recent work i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  c o l o n y  f i e l d  h a s  

a t t e m p t e d  t~ l i n k  t h e  c o n c e p t  of social c l a s s  t o  t h o s e  o f  r a c i a l  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  (Tabb, l97O.,  H a r r i s ,  

1974 . ,  Bailsy, 1 9 7 3 ) .  ~ l t h o u g h  t h e s a  s c h o l a r s  d o  n o t  a d v o c a t e  

s e c e s s i o n ,  t h e i r  work c l e a r l y  stems f r o m  p r e v i o u s  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  

t h o  b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t  t r a d i t i o n .  

Another v a r i a n t  o f  t h e  b l a c k  N a t i o n a l i s t  p o s i t i o n  is 

p a n - B f r i c a n i s m ,  c o n t e n d i n q  t h a t  r a c i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  

i n s u r m o u n t a b l e ,  a l l  b l a c k  p e o p l e  a r e  u r g e d  t o  r 2 t u r n  t n  8 f r i c a .  

P r o p o n e n t s  o f  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  h a v e  a t t e m p t l ~ d  t o  d o c u m e n t  t h r s i r  

a r g u m e n t  w i t h  a p l a t h o r a  o f  e m p i r i c a l  c a s e  s t u d i s s  o f  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  A s  a p o l i t i c a l .  movement i t  ha s  b e e n ,  o n  

~ c c a s i o n ,  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  b l a c k  American history, [Ess i ec -Udom,  

1 9 6 2 )  . 

F i n a l l y ,  i t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t  a number of b l a c k  writers 

a n d  f o a d s r s  h a v e  s u p p o r t e d  i n t e g r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  g r a d u a l  

a s s i m i l a t i o n ,  A t t s m p t i n y  t o  a c c e l e r a t e  thn s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  
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zlimb o f  b l a c k  peop le ,  a s s i m i l a t i o n i s t s  a r ?  f r e q u e n t f  y a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  the b l a c k  b o u r g e o i s i e  a n d  w i t h  a t t e m p t s  t o  c a p t u r e  t h e  b l a c k  

m a r k e t ,  F r a z i e r ,  1957). I ~ n p l i e d  i n  their analysis is t h ?  

c o n t i n u 4  possibility o f  a c c u m u f a t f  ny  c a p i t a l  a n d  d e v 2 l o p i n g  

i n d u s t r y  c a p a b l e  of c o m g s t i n g  w i t h  * w h i t e '  industry, T h s  

s u g g 2 s t i o n  is t h a t  b l a c k  p e o p l e  w i l l  a c h i e v e  s g u a l i t y  t h r o u g h  

s e p a r a t e  e c o n o r n ! . ~  d e v e l o p m e n t  but w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t ~ x t  o f  e x i s t i n g  

s o c i n - ? c o n s r e i c  s t r u c  t u s e s .  A l l e g e d l y ,  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  

i n t e g r a t i o n  w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  follou, { B a s h i n g t o n ,  1 9 6 8 ) .  

T h e  u n i f y i n g  t h e m ?  o f  b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t  a p p r o a c h e s  is t h e  

argu??me2t ,  i m p l i c i t  i n  most af them, t h a t  the pplcocessts  c a u s i n g  

r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o c  a re  c o n s t i t u t i v e l  y r a c i a l ,  f n o t h s r  w o r d s ,  

t h e s o  c a u s a t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  a re  b e l i e v e d  t o  a f f e c t  black p e o p l e  

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n r i c h  o r  p r o t e c t  a n  

u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

4. P r o b l e ~ s  i n  t h e  L i t e r a t u r e ,  

A c o m p r e h r t n s i v e  r e v i e #  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  m u s t  f i r s t  

c o n f r o n t  t h e  v a r i e d  and c o n t r a d i c t o r y  p e r s p e c t i v e s  n o t a d  

a b o v e .  f h r e e  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  of p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  her(?:  

F i r s t l  y ,  how h a v e  s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t  i ; x p l a n a  t i o n s  of 

A m e r i c a n  race r e l a t i o n s  a r i szn  a n d  p e r s i s t e d  f o r  s o  l o n g  ? 

Secondly, is i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  a r r i v e  a t  a c o r r e c t  c h o i c e  of t h e  



m o s t  a c c u r a t e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  ? F i n a l l y ,  i f  t h i s  is  p a s s i h l e ,  :?or 

c a n  it be a c h i e v e d  ? It  seems appropriate t o  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  

p r o b l e m s  t h r o u g h  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e o r y  

A t h e o r y  m8y b e  d e f i n e d  a s  a p r o p o s e d  e x p l a n a t o r y  s t a t e a e n t  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  a c h o s e n  s e c t i o n  of r e a l i t y  a n d  a r r i v e d  a t  b y  a  

p r o c e s s  of a b s t r a c t i o n  frcm t h a t  r e a l i t y ,  H a r v s y  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  

t h 2 o r i e s  a r e  f ree  c r e a t i o n s  of th2 human ~ 5 n d  a n d  s p e c u l a t i v e  

f a n t a s y  may t h u s  be regarded a s  a thaory o f  s31tts sort, However, 

h a  b e f i s v e s  t h a t  the s u c c e s s  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  e x p l a n a t i o n  l i e s  

m a i n f p  I n  t h e  way it h a s  t a k e n  t h i s  s p e c u l a t i o n  and  t r a n s f o r m e d  

i t  f r o &  a n  a m o r p h o u s  c o l l e c t i o n  of i d 3 a s  t o  a se t  of v a l u a b l e  

~ x p l a n a t o r y  s t a t e i a e n t s ,  ( H a r v e y ,  1969: 8 7 / 8 8 ) .  B u t  t h i s  

e x p l a n a t o r y  p r o c e s s  p r e s u p p o s e s  t h e  d o s i r s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  a n d  t h i s  

Eesire a u s t  a r i s e  f r o @  a definite p u r p 3 s e .  

S c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y  ~ u s t  be  u n d n r s t o o d  3s a n  attsmpt t o  

s a t i s f y  p a r t i c u l a r  p u r p o s e s  b u t  t h i s  does n o t  n e c s s s a r i f y  i m p l y  

- t h a t  e a c h  s c i e n t i s t  is fully a p p r a i s e d  o f  t h e  p u r p o s e s  wh ich  h i s  

o r  h e r  work attempts t o  f u l f i l l .  

H a r r i s  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  p u r p o s e s  s u g g e s t  v a l u e s  a n 3  

i n t e r e s t s .  1~;ople a p p r o a c h  t h e  w o r l d  th9y s e e k  to u n d e r s t a n d  

i m b u e d  w i t h  t h e  v a l u e s  o f  t h z i r  s o c i e t y ,  imbued  w i t h  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

p e r s n e c t i v e  on  t h e  w o r l d ,  The a w a r e n e s s  o f  s u c h  inter2sts 3n t h e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  Ls n o t  e s s e n t i a l ,  ( H a r r i s ,  1818 ) .  
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I t  s e + m s  r e a s o n a b l 2  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c ~  of 

c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a n a l y s e s  of r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  c a n  be e x p l a i r i e d  

t h r o u g h  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n t e r s s t s  a n 4  p u r p o s e s  of t h e  

t h e o r i s t s  i n v o l v e d .  S u c h  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  wou ld  n e c e s s a r i l y  

d e f i n e  p u r p o s e s  by r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  t h e o r y  s i m p l y  because?  t h a t  i s  

where the v a l t l ~ s  of t h e  themist ars ref fsc t?d .  T h e  q u e s t i o n  of 

c h o o s i n g  t h e  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t s  o r  a c c u r a t e  a n a l y s i s  a p p s a r s  t o  be 

m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  h o w e v e r ,  a s  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  fernarks s u g g e s t  t h a t  

s c i e n c e  is n o t h i n g  m o r e  t h a n  the r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n  af th? i n t z r e s t s  

of v a r i o u s  g r o u p s .  

This p r o b l e m  o f  r e l a t i v i s m  h a s  b e e n  a p p r o a c h e d  i n  a number  

o f  ways. Some -sntpfoy an e m p i r i c a l  m e t h o d  i n  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  c r e a t e  

o b j c " c % i v e  t h e o r y  t h r o u g h  a n a l y s i s  of  t h ~  ' o b j e c t i v e  f a c t s * .  In 

t h e  p a s t  t h i s  f o r m  o f  a n a l y s i s  h a s  l e d  n o t  o n l y  t o  bad t h e o r y  b u t  

a l s o  t o  human suffering. ( H a r v e y ,  1974) . 
E m p i r i c i s t s  p r i d ?  t h s m s e i v e s  o n  be ing  c o n c r e t 2  a n d  
down t o  e a r t h ,  i n t e r e s t e d  o n l y  i n  *the fsctsv --an 
i n t e r e s t  w h i c h  is i n  i t s e l f  a n  i d e o l o g y ,  Th2 
' f a c t s *  e x i s t  d i s c r e t e l y  a n d  i n  i s o l a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  
t o t a l i t y ,  T h e  a i r ec t  e x p e r i e n c e  of  ' f a c t '  t r h i c f t  i n  
i ts  i m w d i a c y  seems c o n c r a t e  i s  in a lit~ral 
( H e g e l i a n )  s s n s s ,  ' a b s t r a c t s ,  a p a r t  is a b s t r a c t s d  
f r o m  t h e  w h o l e  w h i l e  t o  be p r o p e r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  i t  
aust h e  s e e n  c o n c r e t e l y ,  s i t u a t e d  within t h e  
t o t a l i t y  t h a t  gives i t  i ts s p e c i f i c  m e a n i n g .  
( A n d e r s o n ,  197 3: 3 )  . 

, T h ?  e m p i r i c a l .  a p p r o a c h  o f f e r s  no means  of c i r c u m v e n t i n g  t h e  

p r o b l e m  o f  values i n  t h e o r y ,  A diffarent a p p r o a c h  h a s  been t a k e n  
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by Po lke .  Ne a r g u e s  t h a t  v a l u e s  i n  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  operat.-. t o  

l e g i t i m i s e  t h e  hegemony o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s ,  A l t h o u g h  s i m i l a r  

a s s e r t i o n s  m i g h t  b e  made o f  t h e  a n a l y s e s  of a i l  c lass  

perspectives, P o l k ~  i n t e r e s t i n g l y  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  a d i s t i n c t i o n  can 

be wade between s c i e n c e  a n d  w h a t  he  c a l l s  i d e o l o g y .  

What is n e e d e d  is t h e  replacement of idaohogy  w i t h  

s c i e n c e ,  i, e. a s c i s n c s  b a s e d  o n  h i s t o r i c a l .  

m a t n r i a i i s m .  O b v i o u s l y  s u c h  soc i a l  s c i s n c e  i s  n o t  

n e u t r a l  i n  any p o l i t i c a l  s e n s e ,  It i s  o b j e c t i v 3  i n  

t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  p r o v i d e s  a c o r r e c t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

o f  t h e  m e c h a n i s m s ,  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  and d i r e c t i o n  of 

c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y ,  ( F o l k e ,  1973: 7 6 ) .  

B s n e a t h  these  r a t h ~ r  a m b i t i o u s  a s s e r t i o n s ,  F o l k e  is a r g u i n g  

t h a t  a s u p e r i o r  t h e o r y  i s  o n e  v h i c h  n o s t  c o m p r e h e n s i v c 3 l p  a n a l y s e s  

a n d  e x p l a i n s  b o t h  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  t h e  c o n t e x t  and  t h e  manne r  i~ 

w h i c h  any s p e c i f i c  p r o b l e ~  r e l a tw  t o  i t ,  A n d e r s o n  c l a a r l y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  i m p s s s i b i l  ity of s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y  w i t h o u t  

c o n t e x t u a f i s i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m ,  B h e r o a s  t h e  a s c x i p t i c n  of iatlrests 

t o  s c i e n t i f i c  i n q u i r y  seems t o  r e d u c e  s o c i a l .  s c i e n c e  t o  

r e l a t i v i s t  g a i n s a y i n g ,  c r i t e r i a  c a n ,  n o n e t h e l z s s ,  b e  $ s t a b l i s h e d  

whereby  a c o m p a r a t i v e  s v a l u a t i o r i  of t h e o r y  is made p o s s i b l e ,  



From the a b o v e  r e m % r k s  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t o  escape  ths 

r e l a t i v i s t  c i rc l?  a n d  e s t a b l i s h  some specific c r i t e r i a  f o r  t h e  

a v a l u a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  t h e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  t h e s i s  

p r o b l e m .  It w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y ,  h o w e v r r ,  t o  r e t u r n  t o  a  

d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  e l a b o r a t i o n  of t h e  c o n c e p t  of i d e o l o g y  i n  t h e  

f i n a l  c h a p t e r ,  

5 ,  The H e t h o d .  

An i d e a l  s o l t l t i o n  t o  t h e  t h e s i s  problem s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e  form 

of a  c o t t l p r e h e n s i v +  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  c a p a b l e  of e x p l a i n i n g  

t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of r a c i a l  d i s c s i m i n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  wha le ,  T h e  v a r i e t y  o f  e x i s t i n g  

f r a a e w o r k s  a n d  some o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  i n h f l r e n t  i n  them h a v e  b e e n  

i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n q  p a g e s .  

T h i s  t h e s i s  w i l l  t a k e  the fo rm of  a n  a x t a n d e d  l i t s r a t u r e  

revilw i n t e n d e d  t o  e v a l u a t e  e x i s t i n g  t h e o r y ,  assess its u s e f  u l n e s  

and i n d i c a t e  t h e  e l e m e n t s  l a c k i n g  i n  e x i s t i n g  t h c t o r y  buk  

2 s s e n t i a l  t o  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n a l y s i s ,  S u b s q u e n t  t o  t h e  r e v i e w ,  

a s c h e m a t i c  o u t l i n e  of a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  f r a m e w o r k  w i l l  be 

dev~loped. 

The form o f  t h e  r e v i e w  w i l l  bz g u i d z d  by t h ~  f o l l o w i n g  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ,  



T h e o r y  is g e n e r a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  t o  e x p l a i n  matpr ia l  

c o n d l t i o n s ,  B e c a u s e  t h e  c o n t q x t  o f  t h e  p r o b f  am - - A m a r k a n  

s o c i c t y - -  c a n n o t  h e  u n d e r s t o o d  w i t h o u t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  f o r c e s  w h l c h  f o r m e d  it, a t t e n t i o n  w i l l  bs p a i d  t o  t h e  

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t i n u i t y  of t h e  f o r m s  of a n a l y s i s  a n d  t h e  

r 2 f a t i o n s h i p  of these forms t o  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  T h z  

l i t e r a t u r e  u n d e r  r e v i e w  w i l l  n o t  be  c l a s s i f i e d  h y  a c a d 3 m i c  

d i s c i p l i n e  b u t  w i l l  be r e v i e w e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  order  of i ts  

forrantation, 

Tha c r i t i c a l  r e v i e w  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  t h e  i n t s r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  

o f  t h e ~ r y  a n d  on the degree t o  which  e a c h  t h e o r y  is c a p a b l e  of 

i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  c o m p l e x  of r e l a t e d  social a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  f o r c e s  

w i t h o u t  r a d i c a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  r e s t r u c t u r i n g ,  I n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  

t h e  p o i n t  of a b s t r a c t i o n  of sack t h e o r y ,  that is, t h e  s e t  o f  

i m p l i c i t  o r  e x p l i c i t  a s s u m p t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  i n  a l l  t h e o r y ,  will b s  

n o t e d .  

T h e o r 2 t i c a f  a n a l y s e s  w i l l  n o t  b e  v i e v z d  a s  o b j e c t s  o r  

ph5nDmena t h a t  a r e  s e p a r a t e  f r o m  and  unrelated t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  

t h e y  a d d r e s s .  S o c i a l  t h a o r y ,  o n c e  r n u n c i a t e d  a n d  d e v a l o p e d ,  a n d  

c s r t a i n l y  when u s e d  a s  a b a s i s  f o r  p o l i c y ,  c o n s t i t u t e s  an a s p e c t  

of t h e  problem f t s e l f ,  s o c i a l  t h e o r y  r ? ; p r o d u c e s  ar  c o n t r a d i c t s  

b e f i e f s  and  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  t h e r e b y  r a t i o n a l i s e s  forms of p r a c t i c s .  

?his is p a r t i c u l a r l y  c lear  i n  t h e  case of  n i n z t s s n t h  c z n t u r y  

t h e o r y  a n d  i t s  relation t o  s l a v e r y ,  
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i7 number  nf  b l a c k  N a t i o n a l i s t  p e r s p e c t i v s s  d o  n ~ t  find 

l x p r e s s i o n  i n  e l a b o r a t e d  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n a l y s e s .  N o n e t h ~ l e s s  thzy 

are  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h a  r e v i e w  a n d ,  i n  s d d i t i o n  t~ t h e  C o a m u n i s t  

p a r t y  and l a b o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  commented  on i n  a  c r i t i c a l  

manner .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  done  f o r  two r a a s o n s .  

F i r s t l y ,  t h e s e  o f  g a n i s a t i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e  i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t s  

of  t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  of b l a c k  A m e r i c a n s  a n d  t h u s  of t h e  c o n t e x t  

o f  t h a  p r o b l s m .  ~ a i n s t r e a m  writers have  o f t e n  dismissed black 

c u l t u r e  a s  d e v i a n t  and  p a t h o l o g i c a l ,  t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  q r o u p s  t o  

b e  d i s c u s s e d  w i l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  i n a c c u r a c y  3f t h i s  view. 

s e c o n d l y ,  a l t h o u g h  l a c k i n g  i n  f o r m a l  t h a o r e t i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  t h s  

p r a c t i c e s  of t h e s e  qroups i m p l y  a n  i n t e r p r + t a t i o n  o r  a n a l y s i s  o f  

r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  T h e  i m p l i e d  a n a l y s i s  can b e  s u g g e s t e d ,  i n  

most c a s e s ,  w i t h o u t  e x c e s s i v e  g u e s s w o r k ,  f t w o u l d  b e  n o t h i n g  

s h o r t ,  o f  i g n o r a n c e  t o  omit from this review, a c t i o n s  a n d  

s t a t e m e n t s  by p e o p l e  who, p r e c i s e l y  because of the problem u n d e r  

d i s c u s s i o n ,  were i n  no  p o s i t i o n  to ' t h e o r i s e .  * 

T h e  review is i n t e ~ d e d  t o  c r i t i c a l l y  a s s e s s  t h e  c u r r e n t  

l eve l  o f  a n a l y s i s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  probfelrr, t o  g i v e  s o a e  

i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  f o r c e s  t h a t  h a v e  s h a p e d  b o t h  the 

p r o b l e m  a n d  t h e  a n a l y s i s  thereof ,  and t o  i n d i c a t e  w h a t  i s  

r e q u i r e d  of a n y  a l t e r n a t i v e  f r a m e w o r k ,  T h e  s u b s e q u e n t  s c h e m a  of 

w h a t  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  f r a m e w o r k  m i g h t  c o m p r i s e  is  i n t e n d e d  t o  



u t i l i s e  t h e  c o n t e n t  a n d  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  th? r e v i z u  a n d  t o  p o i n t  

i n  w h a t  a p p e a r  t o  D s  t h e  d i r a c t i o n s  o f  g r e a t e s t  i m p o r t .  ?!hi= 

r e ~ a i n d s r  o f  t h e  t h e s i s ,  t h e r s f o r e ,  w i l l  t a k e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  fo rm.  

T h t  s e c o n d  c h a p t e r  w i l l  r e v i e w  r e p r e s s n t a t i v s  t e x t s  f r o m  t h e  

mainstrzam p e r s p e c t i v e .  The material  a n d  i n t d l l $ c t u a l  o r i g i n s  of 

t h e  American r a c i a l  p r o b l e m  w i l l  be d r a w n  b e f o r 2  p r o c e e d i n g  t o  a 

c l o s e r  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  w o r k s  which  f o c u s  on the u r b a n  forms o f  

r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  T h e s e  da te  f r o m  the e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  

cantury and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  f r o m  t h e  C h i c a g o  s c h o o l  o f  human 

e c o l o g y ,  

What h a v e  been t e r ~ e d  black Ha t i o n a l l s t  p o r  s p e c t i v e s  a r e  t h e  

f o c u s  o f  the t h i r d  chap t e r .  B ~ C a u s ~  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  i d z n t i f i e s  

i m p o r t a n t  c o n t i n u i t i e s  f roia t h e  n i n a t s e n t h  c e n t u r y  r u r a l  forms o f  

d i s c r i m i n a t i ~ r ~  t o  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  u r b a n  f o r m s ,  m o w  a t t ~ n t i o n  

h a s  been  p a i d  t o  t h e  ea r l i e r  p e r i o d  t h a n  is  t h e  case w i t h  t h e  

m a i n s t r s a m  p e r s p e c t i v e .  Although a a i n s t r s a m  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a re  n o t  

w i t h o u t  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of h i s t o r i c a l  f o r c e s ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  t e n d  t o  

i d c n t i f y  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t i n u i t i e s ,  Tha r o l e  o f  t h e  C o m a u n i s t  

p a r t y  a n d  t h e  l abour  u n i o n s  w i l l  a l s o  be r e v i e w e d  h e r e .  T h + s e  

~ r g a n i s a t i o n s  a t t ~ m p t e d  t o  a r g a n i s e  p o o p l z  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e ,  

a n d  t h e  d i s t r i h u t  ion  of b l a c k s  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e  is a 

f a n d a m e n t a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  i n  hacd.  
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T h e  f o u r t h  c h a p t e r  o u t l i - n e s  sonte b a s i c  c o n c 9 p t s  t h a t  sc?arn 

a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  a m o r e  c o m p r e h s n s i v e  a n a i y s i s  of t h ?  p r o b l e m .  An 

a t t e m p t  is  made t o  a p p l y  t h e s e  concepts t h r o u q h  a p e r i o d i s a t i o n  

of  t h e  f o r m s  of r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  

F i n a l l y ,  a c o n c l u d i n q  szction a t t e a p t s  to s u m m a r i s e  ths 

thesis and  its a r g u m e n t s  a n d  t o  s u g g e s t  ths i a p l i c a t i c m s  of  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g  % a t e r i a l  f o r  g e o g r a p h i c  i n q u i r y .  



CHAPTER TWO, 

WBINSTREAH S O C I A L  S C I E N C E  AND T H E  G H E T T O *  

  his c h a p t e r  is a n  a t t e m p t  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  

l i t e r a t u r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  b l a c k - w h i t e  race r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

S t a t e s ,  By n o  means  a u n i f i e d  body o f  t h o u g h t ,  i t  h a s  been 

i d e n t i f i e d  b y  i ts  d o m i n a n c e  i n  s o c i a l  s c i 3 n c e   discipline?^ i n  

q e n e r a l  and b y  Its i m p o r t a n c e  t o  p o l i c y  f o r m a t i o n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  

A l t h o u g h  s o m  r e f ~ r e n c e  is made  t o  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a a t a r i a l ,  

t h a  c h a p t e r  is c o n c e r n e d  c h i e f l y  w i t h  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  w r i t i n g s .  

Same of t h e  a n a l y t i c a l  t o o l s  a n d  c r i t ? r i a  s u g g e s t e d  i n  t h e  

p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r  w i l l  b e  e m p l o y e d  here. These i n c l u d e  a n  

i n v e s t i q a t i o n  o f  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  t o  t h e  m e t h o d ;  t h e  

' i n t 2 r n a l  c o n s i s t e n c y  of t h e  t h e o r i e s  a d v a n c e d  and ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  

s p p r o p r i s t e  t o  s o w  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o v e r e 3  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  

p o l i c y  s f f e c t i v e n 2 s s .  It was p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  

i d e o l o g i c a l  a n d  s c i e n t i f i c  i n t e n t  of s o c i a l  a n a l y s i s  i s  a 

n e c e s s a r y  c o m p o n e n t  of a l l  e v a f u a t i o f ,  and t h i s ,  a l o n g  u i t h  t h e  

o t h e r  c r i t e r i a ,  s u g g e s t  a m e a n s  o f  o r g a n i s i n g  t h e  mat+r ia l .  



R 2 t h e r  t h a n  t r a c e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  aach i n d i v i d u a l  

i i i s c i p f  i n f :  t h 3  l i t e r a t u r e  w i l l  bt r e v i e w e d  i n  h i s t o r i c a l  o r d e r ,  

A b r i e f  s e c t i o n  c o m m e n t i n g  a n  t h e  s t u d y  of race r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h s  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i s  f o l l o w e d  by  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  C h i c a g o  

s c h o o l ,  F r a n k l i n  P r a z i e r ,  D r a k e  a n d  C a y t o n ,  P fy rda l ,  the s o c i a l  

a r e a  a n a l y s t s ,  the c u l t u r e  o f  p o v a r t y  a p p r o a c h  a r d  t h p  u r b 2 n  l a n d  

s c o n o m i s t s  r e s p e c t i v e 1  y, T h e  l a b o u r  m i s m a t c h  t h e s i s  of 

K a i n  a n d  ~ a r r i s o n  w i l l  a l s o  be e x a m i n e d  b r i e f l y ,  F i n a l f  y ,  th; ,  

w o r k s  o f  g e o g r a p h e r s  o n  b l a c k  America w i l l  be  r e v i s w e d  w i t h  

p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  w r i t i n g s  of Morri lP a n d  ~ o s s .  A 

c o n c l u d i n g  s e c t i o n  w i l l  a t t e i n p t  t o  s u m m a r i s e  t h e  b a s i c  e l e m e n t s  

of t h e  c r i t i c a l  r e v i e w .  

B e c a u s e  t h e  r e v i ~ w  is  i n t e n d e d  t:, e v a l u a - t a  b a s i c  o r  

s t r u c t u r a l  ' c a u s a l  f a c t o r s s  o r  ' e x p l a n a t o r y  v a r i a b l e s t ,  w r i t i n g s  

w h i c h  a t t e m p t  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  the d e e p  sooted r e l a t i o n s  m a i n t a i n i n g  

t h e  racial,  d i c h o t o m y  h a v e  b e e n  i n c l u d e d  a n d  a wide r a n q e  of 

a r t i c l e s  d e t a i l i n g ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  e x t e n t  of s p a t i a l  

s e g r e g a t i o n  of  races b a s  been o m i t t e d ,  A f u r t h s r  c o n s e q u e n c e  of  

t h s  s e a r c h  f o r  ' p r i m a r y  f a c t o r s - s  t h a t  much of  t h e  m a t e r i a l  

r e v i e w e d  i s  c o n c e r n e d  v i t h  p o v e r t y  o r  g h e t t a i s a t i o n  a s  g e n e r a l  

p r o b l e m s  r a t h e r  t h a n  w i t h  these p r o b l e m s  a s  t h q y  r e l a t e  t o  b l a c k  

A m e r i c a n s .  I n v a r i a b l y ,  however ,  r e f e r e n c e  is made i n  t h e s e  w o r k s  

t o  r a c i a l  d i f f s r e n t i a t i o n  and t h e o r e t i c a l  p r o p o s i t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n y  

t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h i s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  9re o f f e red .  A r e v i e w  o f  

s u c h  literature is, t h e r e f o r e ,  n o t  o n l y  j u s t i f i e d  b u t  n e c e s s a r y .  
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2,  P r e - T w a n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  t h e o r y  of  Race R e f a t i o n s ,  

H e r b e r t  S p e n c e r  h a d  p a r h 3 p s  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f l u e n c e  

on American sociology f r o m  t h a  m i d d l z  o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

u n t i l  t h e  S e c o n d  World  War. i l i s  w o r l d  v i e w  was s y s t e m a t i c  a n d  

c o m p l e x .  X t  r e s t e d  o n  t h e  i d 2 a  of * p z r v a s i v e  f o r ceg  m a n i f e s t i n g  

i t s e l f  on v a r i o u s  p l a n e s  of e x i s t e n c e  - t h o  p n y s l c a l ,  

c o s ~ o l o g i c a l ,  b i o l o g i c a l  and  s o c i a l ,  S p e n c e r  v i e w e d  human 

s o c i e t y  a s  a s o c i a l  o r g a n i s m  which  d e v e l o p e d  s l o w l y  a n d  i n  a 

mannr3r s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  o r g a n i s m s ,  ( S p e n c e r ,  1880)  . 
He is p o p u l a r l y  r e g a r d s d  a s  t h e  f o r m u i a t o r  of S o c i a l  Darwinism. 

By 1 8 5 5  he h a d  a l r e a d y  e l a b o r a t e d  a t h z a r y  of e v o l u t i o n  nQt 

u n l i k s  L s m a r c k t s  * n v i r o ~ m ~ n t a l i s t  viaw. T r a n s f e r r i n g  b i o l o g i c a l  

t h e o r y  t o  human s o c i e t y  was c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i s  t h e o r y  i n  t h a t  

e a c h  s t a g e  o r  s e c t i o n  of ' t h e  r e a l*  & + r e l y  r e p r a s s n t e d  d i f f e r 2 n t  

f o r m s  t a k e n  by a c o n t i n u o u s  and p e r v a s i v e  ' f o r c a .  ' 

f n  an a s s a y  i n t e n d e d  t o  d i s s o c i a t e  h i m s e l f  f r o m  t h e  t h o u g h t  

of  Comte, Spencer wrots: 

" T h a t  d i v i s i o n  o f  ~ i o l o g y ,  wh ich  c o n c e r n s  i t s e l f  
w i t h  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  s p e c i ~ s ,  I h o l d  t o  b e  t h e  
s u p r e m e  d i v i s i o n ,  t o  w h i c h  a l l  o t h e r s  a r e  
s u 5 s i d i a r y .  F o r  o n  t h e  v e r d i c t  o f  B i o l o g y  on t h i s  
matter, m u s t  w h o l l y  d e p e n d  o u r  c o n c e p t i o n  of human 
n a t u r e ,  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t  a n d  f u t u r e ;  o u r  t h e o r y  of t h e  
mind;  and  o u r  theory o f  thi3 f u t u r e . "  ( S p e n c e r ,  
1968: 1 6 ) .  
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D a r w i n ' s  ORIGINS OF S P E C I E S  p r o v i d e d  f o r  Sp2ncer  t h e  t h e o r y  

of how o r g a n i s m s  d e v e l o p + d  a n d  s p e c i e s  o r i g i n a t e d ,  However ,  

w h e r e a s  D a r w i n ' s  f ~ r m u l a t i o n  o f  n a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

a c c i d e n t a l  m u t a t i o n s ,  { i f  they i n c r e a s e d  t h o  a b i l i t y  of s p e c i e s  

t o  s u r v i v e  a n d  d o v e l o p )  , ware the b a s i s  o f  biologics l i t v o l u t i o n ,  

S p e n c e r  t r a n s f o r m e d  the t h e o r y  i n t o  one of b a t t l q  o r  i c o n s c i o u s  

c o n f l i c t s  b e t w e s n  s p e c i e s .  It was S p e n c e r  who c o i n e d  t h e  p h r a s s s  

' t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  a x i s t e n c e s  a n d  ' t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  f i t t e s t ' ,  

{ G o s s e t t ,  1963: 1 4 6 )  , 

S p s n c e r ' s  S o c i a l  D a r w i n i s t  p h i l o s o p h y  i n c l u d e d  t w o  

p r o p o s i t i o n s :  

1, The level of c i v i l i z a t i o n  a t t a i n a d  by  a n y  g i v e n  race f o r  

n a t i ~ n )  was a d i r e c t  c a u s e  of ths l e v e l  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  

a c h i e v e d  by t h a t  rac?. By i m p l i c a t i o n ,  * i n f e r i o r f  r a c e s  o r  

n a t i o n s  c o u l d  n o t  be  a l l o w e d  e q u a l  s t a t u s  w i t h  t h o s e  w h i c h  h a d  

a t t a i n 2 d  s u p e r i o r  l e v e l s  o f  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

2, B e c a u s e  s o c i e t y  f u n c t i o n e d  a s  a ' n a t u r a l  a s g a n i s m *  a n y  

Interferencs i n  its development was b o u n d  t o  l ead  to c a t a s t r o p h e ,  

T h e  s t a t e  (by S p e n c e r ' s  own i m p l i c a t i o n )  s h o u l d  c o ~ f i n e  i t s 2 l f  t o  

c h e c k i n g  t h e  ' i n f e r i o r  racesf who, h a v i n g  b e e n  b r o u g h t  i n t o  

c o n t a c t  w i t h  h i g h e r  r a c e s ,  t s n d c d  ( p r e s u m a b l y  i n  a n  u n n a t u r a l  

m a n n e r )  t o  seek e q u a l .  s t a t u s ,  
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S p e n c e r ' s  racism was n o t  a s  t h o r o u g h g o i n q  a s  some would h3ve 

w i s h s d ,  H i s  s y m p a t h i e s  f o r  t h e  L a m a r c k i s n  v i e w  o f  e v o l u t i o n  

a l l  owed fo r  the p o s s i b i l i t y  of i n f e r i o r  r a c e s  e v ~ n t u a l l y  

a t t a i n i n g  a n  a d v a n c e d  l e v e l  of c i v i l i s a t i o n .  R e g a r d i n g  t h e  

i n t e r m i x t u r e  of races  a s  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  u o f o l d i n g  of n a t u r a l  

f o r c e s ,  h e  spoks a g a i n s t  t h o s e  vho s o u g h t  t o  2 x p a n d  ' w ? s t e r n *  

c i v i l i s a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  h e a r t h l a n d s  o f  p r i m i t i v e  p e o p l i ; ~ ,  A t  a 

time when i m p e r i a l i s t  e x p a n s i o n  was n s a r i n g  i ts  m o s t  f r o n e t i c  

l e v e l s  of a c t i v i t y ,  t h i s  was n o t  a p ~ p u l a r  p o s i t i o n  t o  t a k e .  

( S p ~ n c e r , 1 8 8 0 , ,  G o s s e t t ,  1 9 6 3 ) -  

S p s n c e r t s  t h e o r y  p r o v i d 2 d  t h e  c o n t e x t  w i t h i n  w h i c h  A m z r i c a n  

s o c i o l o q p  was t o  d e v e l o p ,  Sumner ,  p e r h a p s  h i s  m o s t  n o t e d  

d i s c i p l z  was p r o f e s s o r  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c s  a t  Yale; H a l l  who 

r e l a t e d  t h e  p s y c h o f o q i c a l  s t a g e s  o f  c h i l d h o o d  t o  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  of  

human s o c i e t y  t h r o u g h  ' t h e  theory o f  r e c a p i t u l a t i o n  I ,  r e c s i v e d  

h i s  Ph,D, f r o m  H a r v a r d ;  D a v i d  S t a r r  J o r d a n  who d e v e l o p e d  t h e  

t h e o r y  of a u q e n i c s  w a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  S t a n f o r d ,  T h e  t h e o r y  o f  

E u g e n i c s  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  h e r e d i t y  e x p l a i n e d  i n d i v i d u a l  s u p e r i o r i t y  

t h r o u g h  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a b i l i t y .  U n l i k s  t h e  l a i s s s z  f a i r ?  a t t i t u d e  

S f  the S o c i a l  D a r w i n i s t s ,  t h e  E u g e n i c i s t s  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  

* s a p p r i o r  stfatat of s o c i e t y  were i n  d a n g e r  o f  2 x t i n c t l o n  b z c a u s e  

35 i n a d a q u a t e  r e p r o d u c t i o n .  T h e  ' i n f e r i o r  m a s s + s '  , o n  t h e  o t h e r  

h a n d ,  were t o  b s  p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  r s p r o d u c i n g  and  t h u s  d e b i l i t a t i n g  

t h e  human race, { G o s s e t t ,  3963,  L a d n e r ,  1973)  . 
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Growing  u r b a n  c e n t e r s  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  i m m i q s a  t i o n  wPre  3 

p e r s i s t e n t  f e a t u r e  o f  late 1 9 t h  a n d  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y  America, 

T h e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  b e g u n  its W o r t h e r n  movement a n d  r a c e  

r i o t s  h%d o c c u r r e d  i n  s e v e r a l  c b t i e s .  T h e  end o f  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  

c e n t u r y  saw p r o t r a c t e a  e c o n o m i c  r e c e s s i ~ n  a n d  l a b o u r  u n r e s t ,  f t  

also saw the d e v e Z o p m a n t  of a c a d e m i c  s o c i o f  ogy i n  a m e r i c a n  

u n i v e r s i t i s s  a n d  the s t u d y  o f  s o c i e t i s s  w i t h  a v i e w  t o  r e f o r m  a n d  

c o n t r o l ,  [Dowd, 19711). 

It was i n  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  w i t h  t h s  p h i l o s o p h i c a l  f e q a c y  

o f  S p e n c e r  a n d  h i s  s t u d e n t s  t h a t  t h s  C h i c a g o  s c h o o l  of Human 

E c o l o g y  commenced i t s  u r b a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  

Ph5 C h i c a g o  s c h o o l  of human e c o l o g y  p l a y e d  a n  i z i p o r t a n t  p a r t  

i n  t h e  d e v e l o p ~ e n t  of  Am2r ican  u r b a n  g e o g r a p h y  a n d  u r b a n  

s o c i ~ l o g y .  P a r k  a n d  h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  d e v e l o p 9 d  a t h e o r e t i c a l  

f r a n e w o r k  w h i c h  a l l o w e d  them t o  make i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  s t a t e m o n t s  

c o n c e r n i n q  t h e  f o r m s  and  p r o c e s s e s  9f A m e r i c a n  c i t i e s .  A l t h o u g h  

t h e i r  n e t h o d  w a s  i n d u c t i v e ,  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i v z  s t a t e m e n t s  were 

u n d o u h t ? d f  y i n f l u e n c e d  by s o c i a l  D a r w i n i s m ,  

T h e r e  i s  no  d o u b t  t h a t  the e a r l y  p r o p o n s n t s  o f  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  

t o 3 k  care  t 3  s p e l l  o u t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  f i e l d s  of 

s o c i a l  a n d  N a t u r a l  s c i e n c e ,  T h e y  r e c o g n i s 4  t h a t  un1 ik . l  p l a n t s  



o r  a n i m a l s ,  human b e i n g s  e f f t ? c t i v e l y  c r o a t e d  t & i r  own 

onv i r o n m e n  t, werp c a p a b l e  o f  s y m b o l i c  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d  

i n d e p e n d z n t  l o c o n o t i o r ,  and p o s s e s s e d  r e a s o n  ar,d s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

t e c h n o l o g y .  Human s o c i e t i e s ,  t h e y  p r o p o s 2 d  wzre s t r u c t u r e d  by 

p r o c e s s d s ,  T h e  goa l  of  S o c i a l  S c i e n c e  was t o  u n c o v e r  t h e s e  

p r o c e s s e s .  P a r k  w r o t e :  

T h e r e  a r e  forces a t  u o r k  w i t h i n  t h e  limits of 3 n y  
a r e a  of t h e  u r b a n  communi ty  - w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  
any a r e a  o f  human h a b i t a t i o n  i n  f a c t  - w h i c h  t e n d  
t o  b r i n g  a b o u t  a n  o r d e r l y  a n d  t y p i c a l  g r o u p i n g  o f  
its p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  T h e  s c i e n c e  w h i c h  
s e e k s  t o  i s o l a t e  t h e s 2  f a c t o r s  a n d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h s  
t y p i c a l  c o n s t i l . l l a t i o n s  of p e r s o n s  and i n s t i t r i t i o n s  
w h i c h  t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e s a  f o r c e s  p r o d u c e  is 
wha t  we c a l l  human a s  d i s i i n c t  f r o m  p l a n t  a n d  
a n i a t a l  a c o f  o g p ,  { P a r k ,  1967: 14)  . 

By c a r 2 f u l  o b s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  a p p a r e n t  c h a o s  o f  u r b a n  l i f 2 ,  

o r d ? r e d  p a t t e r n s  which p o i n t e d  toward u n d s r l y i n g  p r o c e s s e s  c o u l d  

be d i s c e r n e d ,  T h e  s y s t e m  of r e l a t i o n s h i p s  betwean t h e  e l e m e n t s  

o f  t h e  c i t y  were c a u s e d  and t r a n s f o r m e d  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

c o m p l e x i t y  o f  u r b a n  s o c i a t y .  I n  P a r k S s  b e s t  known e s s a y ,  h e  

s e p a r a t e s  the i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f u n c t i o n s  and  u t i i i t i e s  f r o m  t h e  

e c o n ~ m i c  a s p e c t s  o f  u r b a n  c e n t r e s ,  P a r k  was  a w a r e  of b o t h  th.; 

c o m p e t i t i o n  i n h e r g n t  i n  t h e  e c o n o m i c  s y s t e m  a n d  the i n c r e a s e d  

c o o p e r a t i o n  g e n e r a t e d  by the d i v i s i o n  of Labour .  I n s t i t u t i o n a l  

s t r u c t u r e s  ref lected t h e  e s s e n t i a l  harmony of  a human e x i s t e n c e  

basc3d o n  communi ty  of i n t e r e s t s ,  B u t ,  Park a n d  h b s  f o l l o w e r s  d i d  

n o t  F n ~ e s i g a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  i n v o f v e d  
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n o r  dZd t h e y  b e g i n  t o  e x a m i n s  t h e  causes of u r b a n  g r o w t h  o r  t h o  

f o r c e s  w h i c h  s t r a t i f  i ~ d  p s o p l ~  i n t o  s a c i a l  g r o u p s .  Somehow the 

c i t y  

i n  w a y s  t h a t  a r e  ziot y e t  whd2.y  u n d r r s t o o d  sd l ec t s  
o u t  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a s  a who le  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  
b e s t  s u i t e d  t o  l i v e  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  r e g i o n  and a 
p a r t i c u l a r  m i l i e u ,  ( P a r k ,  1974: Vol, 2 , :  7 9 ) .  

Growth was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  a t t r a c t  

p e o p l e  r a t h e r  l i k e  a f l a m e  d o e s  a  moth - a s o r t  of t r o p i s m ,  

( P a r k ,  1967:41) .  f n  t h i s  manner t h e  a s s e f t i o n  t h a t  n a t u r a l  

c a u s a t i o n  was a t  the r o o t  of  u r b a n  c h a n g e  was s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  a 

h i s t o r i c a l  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e .  T h e  v o f u m i n o u s  q u a n t i t i s s  o f  

i n f o r a a t i o n  d e r i v e d  from e x t e n d e d  r a s e a r c h  were i n t e r p r e t e d  

w i t h i n  t h i s  s y s t e m  of 2 x p l a n a t i o n .  

T h e  e c o l o g i s t s  d i d  a t t e m p t  t o  i n t e r p r ? t  t h e  s p a t i a l  

c o n c + t n t r a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  s i m i l a r  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  a n d  e t h n i c  

b a c k g r o u n d s .  {Sea Z o r b a u g h ,  7929) .  W i t h i n  a n  i n c o m e  c o n s t r a i n t ,  

l o c a t i o n s  were c h o s e n  on t h e  basis of i n d i v i d u a l  p r e f e r e n c e  f o r  

s p e c i f i c  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  e n v i r o n m e n t s ,  T h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

d w e l l e r s  wers a s c r i b e d  t o  the s p a c e s  they o c c u p i e d  and 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  g r o u p s  of p e o p l e  cams t o  b e  c o u c h e d  i n  

terms o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  s p a c a s  o r  ' n a t u r a l  a r e a s * .  

A r e g i o n  is  c a l f o d  a f e g i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  c o m e s  i n t o  
e x i s t e n c e  w i t h o u t  d e s i g n ,  a n d  performs a f u n c t i o n  
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t h z u g h  t h ~  f u n c t i o n  as I n  th= case O E  thc3 s l u m  , 
may be c o n t r a r y  t o  a n y o n e ' s  d e s i r e .  [ IbZd:  7 9 )  . 

T h e  p r e d i c a m e n t  o f  b l a c k  g h e t t o  d w e l l z r s  was s u b s u ~ e d  u n d e r  

Park's q s n e r a f  t h e o r y  o f  race r e l a t i o n s ,  C o n f l i c t  a n d  

a c c o m o d a t i o n  were t h e  b e g i n n i n g  acd e n d  p o i n t s  of h i s  schema.  

I n i t i a l l y ,  c o n f l i c t  b e t u 9 e n  r a c e s  t h a t  h a d  been  b r o u g h t  i n t o  

c o n t a c t ,  1 ed t o  a  p e r i o d  o f  o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  d o r s i n a t i o n  b y  o n e  race 

o v e r  t h e  o t h e r ,  S u b s e q u e n t 1  y i n s t i t u t i o n s  were c r e a t e d  t o  

m e d i a t e  b e t w e e n  thcr races a n d  t h e s e  e v e n t u a l l y  l e d  t o  i n c r c - a s s d  

c o ~ m u n i c a t i o n  a c d  f j n a f l y  a c c o m o d a t i o n .  P a r k  a a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  

t h i s  was a n a t u r a l  c y c E . c a 1  p r o c e s s ,  N o n e t h e l a s s  he  was 

c o n c e r n e d  t o  a x a ~ i n e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  u n f o l d i n g  of t h e  p r o c e s s  i n  

its s p s c i f i c a l l y  A a e r i c a n  f o r m ,  T h i s  t a s k  was  u n d e r t a k e n  n o t  b y  

P a r k  h i m s e l f  G u t  by a n u a b e r  of h i s  s t u d e n t s  who were t o  becorn- 

l e a d i n g  s o c i o l o g i s t s  o f  A m e r i c a n  raca r e l a t i o n s ,  ( L a d n + r ,  1 9 7 3 ) .  

[ A )  E,  F r a n k f i n  F r a z i e r .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t o  P a r k ,  F r a z i e f  

devoted much of h i s  time t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  of racs 

r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h s  U,S,, F r a z i e r  a t t e m p t e d  t o  t es t  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  a 

n a t u r a l  s e q u e n c e  o f  forms o f  r a c i a l  i n t ~ r a c t i o n .  I n  h i s  work 

RACE A N D  CULTURE CONTACTS 1% THE MODERN WORLD, h e  c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  

t h e  2 x p l a n a t i o n  o f  A m o r i c a n  r a c i a l  c o n t a c t s  r e q u i r e d  a  f u l i a r  

s a c i o l o g i c a f  and  h i s t o r i c a l  s v a l u s t i o r .  A l t h o u g h  h e  d i d  n ~ t  

d i r e c t l y  c o n f r o n t  P a r k ' s  s c h e m a  h e  e m b a r k e d  upon  a d e t a i l e d  

e x a m i n a t i o n  of  t h s  forms o f  b lack s o c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  ( F r a z i : z r ,  

1957) , 



H i s  work THE NEGRO FAMILY was a major c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h o  

s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  of b l a c k  ~ m e r i c a n s ,  lie t r a c e d  t h a  f o r m  of t h e  

b l a c k  f a m i l y  from t h e  s f s v c l  p e r i o d  t h r o u g h  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  a n d  t h e  

m i g r a t i o n  o f  b l a c k  workers t o  t h e  H o r t h ,  P h a t  had  h i t h e r t o  b 2 s n  

i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  d e v i a n t  s o c i a l  b e h a v i o u r  Mas i d m t i f i e i i  by frazier 

a s  a sst o f  n e c t ? s s a r y  r e s p o n s e s  by b l a c k s  t o  t h -  r e a l i t y  of t h e i r  

situation. T h i s  r e v e r s a l  of the commonly bsld belief t h a t  

i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  g r o u p  b e h a v i o u r  was n a t u r a l l y  o r  r a c i a l l y  i n d u c e d ,  

was a major a d v a n c e  for: its tirne. [ ~ r a z i e r ,  1968., K o v e l ,  1971,, 

L a d n e r ,  1973) . 

F r a z i e r  a l so  s t u d i e d  wha t  h e  c a l l e d  t h e  b l a c k  b o u r q e o i s i e  - 
t h e  w e a l t h i e s t  and  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  b l a c k  people a s  well a s  ths 

i n d e p e n d e n t  b u s i n e s s  p e o p l e  who s o u g h t  t o  e n t e r  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  of  

A m e r i c a n  b u s i n e s s .  R e  b a l i e v t d  t h a t  t h e i r  a m b i t i o n s  c o u l d  n z v s r  

be  r s a l i s e d  and h a r a n g u e d  them f o r  f o r  t h e i r  c o n s i s t e n t  e m u l a t i o n  

o f  w h i t e  c u l t u r a l  practices. H e  b e l i e v e d  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  t h e  b l a c k  

b o u r g e o i s i e  t e n d e d  t o  h a v e  a d i v i s i v s  i n f l u e n c e  o n  t h e  b l a c k  

p o p u l a t i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  a n d  t h a t  t h i s  h i n d e r o d  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  of 

rac i ; i l  e q u a l i t y ,  ( f r a z i a r ,  1957).  T5us, F r a z i e r  was u n a b f ?  t o  

d e v e l o p 3  a t h e o r y  which would  a l l o w  h im t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o m p l a x  

o f  s o c i a l  c lasses  a n d  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  and  b e t w e e n  t h e  b l a c k  a n d  

w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n s ,  O t h e r  writers i n  t h e  c h i c a g o  t r a d i t i o n  t o o k  

up  t h i s  t a s k .  
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(3) St. C l a i r  Drake a n d  C a y t o n .  I n  1 9 4 5  D r a k e  a n d  C a y t o n  

p u b l i s h e d  BLACK PlETROPULIS,  w h i c h  s t a n d s  a s  t h e  c u f  m i n s t i o n  of 

the work  of the C h i c a g o  s c h o o l  where  b o t h  writers had s t u d i e d ,  

To P r a z i e r ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  h i s t o r y  t h e y  added  a f o c u s  on  s o c i a l  

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n :  

A morn  f r u i t f u l  a p p r o a c h  t o  M i d w ~ s t  H e t r o p o l i s  t h a ~  
g e n e r a l i s i n g  a b o u t  t h e  'spirit o f  C h i c a g o 8  i n  t h 2  
a b s t r a c t  is t o  v i e w  t h e  c i t y  a s  s p l i t  i n t o  
c o m p e t i n g  e c o n o m i c  g r o u p s ,  s o c i a l   class?^, e t h n i c  
g r o u p s  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  s e c u l a r  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  each 
w i t h  i ts own s e t  of t r a d i t i o n s ,  T h 2  v i o l 2 n t  s h i f t s  
i n  p u b l i c  s ~ n t i n e n t  a n d  a c t i o n  wh ich  c h a r a c t e r i s e  
c h i c a g o  h i s t o r y ,  ref lect  the c o m b i n a t i o n  a n d  
r e c o l a b i n a t i o n  of t h e s e  g r o u p s  when t h e y  feel t h a t  
t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  are manaced.  [ D r a k e  a n d  C a y t o n ,  
1 9 6 2 : 2 9 ) .  

 sing t h e s e  c a t a g o r i e s  of a n a l y s i s  t h e  t w o  writers s o u g h t  t o  

r evea l : :  

( I ) ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  N e g r o e s  t o  w h i t e s  i n  
C h i c a g o ,  ( 2 )  , thz k i n d  of w o r l d  which  W e g r o e s  h a v e  
b u i l t  u p  u n d e r  t h e i r  s e p a r a t e ,  s u b o r d i n a t e  s t a t u s  , 
a n d  (31, the i m p a c t  o f  t h e s e  t w i n  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s  
upon t h e  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  c h i c a g o  
Negroes. (3:bi.d: x ix ,  xx ) .  

T h e  h a s i c  c o n c e p t s  used t o  d e v e l o p  t h e  c a t s g o r i s s  2nd 
< 

r e v e a l  t h e  r d a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  

i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n ,  s e c u l a r i s a t i o n ,  u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  
s o c i a l  i i i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  t h e  l a t t e r  s h o w i n g  t h e  
s o c i a l  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p i a s n t  of s o c i a l  
t y p e s ,  ( I b i d :  xx).  



U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  a re  i l l - d e f  i n e d .  I n c r e a s i n g  

i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  is seen t o  be  r e s p o n s i b l s  f o r  a n  e x p a n d i n g  

c o l a p l e x i t y  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  d i v i s i o n  of  l a b o u r ,  but t h 5  c a u s e s  of 

i n d u s t r i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a r e  n o t  ~ x a m i n e d ,  T h e  f o r m a t i o n  

o f  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s t h n i c  g r o u p s  a n d  of p o l i t i c a l  and  o t h s r  

assac ia t l ons  i s  e x p l a i n e d  by  the d e v o i o p m z n t  of p e o p l e ' s  

p e r c e p t i o n s .  W h e r e a s  p e r c c ? p t i o n s  a r e  o f  i m p o r t a n c e ,  t h e y  d o  n o t  

c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  b a s i s  of a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of s o c i e t y .  D r a k e  arid 

C a y t o n  e r a p h a s i s e  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  r a a i c a l  R s p u b f i c a n  a n d  L i b e r a l  

s e n t i m e n t  to e x p l a i n  C h i c a g o i s  s t r o n g  a n t i - s l a v ~ r y  laws i n  t h 3  

e a r l y  a n d  m i d d l e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Other f a c t o r s  s u c h  a s  l oca l  

l a b o u r  r aqu i reaen t s  a n d  t h e  o v e r a l l  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  c h a n g i n g  

r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  Mof th  a n d  S o u t h  a r ?  i c a d e q u a t e l y  d e v e l o p e d ,  

As n i t h  the e c o l o g i c a l  s c h o o l  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  

d i f f e r s n t i a t i o n  o r  b r e a k d o w n  of t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h o  p r o b l e m  cs3s2s 

with t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  a s e t  o f  p r r s c e s s e s .  Mos t  f r e q u e n t l y  

t h z s e  a r e  u r b a n i s a t i o n  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n ,  Pithin t h e  

i n c r n a s i  n q l y  c o m p l e x  u r b a n  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  g r o u p s  a l l e g a d l y  r i " s p o n d ,  

a n d  ac t  a c c n r d i n g  to l e v 2 L s  of p e r c e i v e d  t h r e a t ,  T h i s  a l l o w s  

Drake a n d  C a y t o n  to i n t r o d u c e  soma i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  mat2rial  

( l a b o u r  o r g a n i s t i c n  and c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  b l a c k  and  w h i t 2  wcrkers 

is w s l l  d o c u m e n t e d )  , b u t  i t  is an a p p r o a c h  w h i c h  r a i s e s  some 

t h e o r e t i c a l  p r o b l e m s .  
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T h 2  r e a d e r  f i n d s  ic D r a k e  a n d  C a y t o n  $ 5  work ,  a numh?r of 

usages  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  c l a s s .  I n i t i a l l y ,  f o l l o w i n g  Warne r  a n d  

L u n t  (1941)  t h e y  p r o p o s e  that social c l a s s  w e a n s  

t w o  o r  morE o r d e r s  of p s o p l z  who a re  b e l i e v e d  t o  be 
a n d  a r e  a c c o r d i n g l y  r a n k a d  by t h e  m e ~ b e r s  of t h e  
c c m m u n i t y ,  i n  s o c i a l l  y s u p e r i o r  and i n f s r i o r  
p o s i t i o n s . , ,  ...., A syst+m of c lasses  u n l i k e  a 
s y s t m  s f  castes,  p r o v i d e s  b y  i t s  awn v a l u e s  f o r  
movernent u p  a n d  down t h e  s o c i a l  l a d d e r ,  I n  common 
p a r l a n c e  t h i s  is s o c i a l  c l i a b i n g ,  o r  i n  t e c h n i c a l  
teriris, s o c i a l  m o b i l i t y ,  [Warne r  a n d  L u n t ,  3941.  
c i t e 3  i n  Drake a n d  C a y t o n ,  1962: 7 7 2 )  . 

T h q  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  s o c i o - n c o n o m i c  c a t e g o r y  t3 

w h i c h  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  b s l o n g s  s t r o n g l y  i n f l u e n c ~ s  h i s  o r  h e r  c l a s s  

p o s i t i o n ,  the d o m i n a n t  f a c t o r  i n  c l a s s  d z t a r m i n a t i o n  is t h e  

" e ~ a l u a t e d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  f a m i l i e s , * *  ( f b i d :  

4 7 2 ) .  

H a v i n g  e s t a b l i s h e d  these c r i t e r i a  o f  c l a s s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  

t h a  two writers proceed t o  u s e  t h e  t e r ~  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  manner .  

On2 f i n d s  u p p e r ,  middle  a n d  lower c l a s s e s  w i t h i n  t h e  b l a c k  

c ~ m m u n i t y  b a s e d  on c r i t e r i a  o f  b e h a v i o u r  a n d  status, acd a 

d i v i s i o n  o f  work ing  class a n d  m i d d l s  c l a s s  a t  the n a t i o n a l  l e v e l  

d e f i n e d  by o c c u p a t i o n ,  L a b o u r  is  u s e d  a s  a ca t . ;gory  of c l a s s  

w i t h o u t  a n y  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  i ts  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to t h e  c lasses  

p r e v i o u s l y  a e f i n a d ,  and c a p i t a l ,  a f t h a u g h  u s e d  t o  iiescribe a n  

i m p o r t a n t  c o m p o n e n t  of t h e  c lass  m a t r i x ,  is n o t  r e l a t s d  t o  t h e  

r u f i r ? . g  c l a s s  i n  a n y  e l a b o r a t i ;  manner ,  Class,  i n  t h e  m i d s t  a f  
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t h i s  c o n f u s i o c  q u i c k l y  l o s e s  a n y  m e a n i n g  a n d  it b e c o m z s  c l e a r  

t h a t  Drake a n d  Csy ton  h a v e  s u c c e e d e 3  o n l y  i n  d e v e l o p i n g  a  

t y p o l o g y  o f  s t a t u s  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  g r o u p s  r e l a t e d  i n  some m a n n e r  

t o  f o r c e s  such as  l a b o u r  s n d  c a p i t a l .   his p r e s e n t s  p r o b l e m s  f o r  

t h e  writers w h e ~  t h e y  a t t e m p t  t o  e x p l a i n  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a n g e .  

i heir t r e a t m e n t  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a n g e  i n  p o s t - C i v i  war 

C h i c a g o  makes  little u s e  of t h e  $ c l a s s e s *  d e f i n e d  by t h e  writers, 

I n s t e a d ,  t h e  f o r c e s  of f a b o u r  a n d  c a p i t a l  a r e  s e e n  a s  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  i n s t i g a t o r s  of c h a n g e ,  However ,  t h e s e  f o r c e s  a re  

p r e s e n t e d  i n  a s e g u e n c s  of r e l a t i o n s  of m u t u a l  t o l e r a t i o n  a n d  

a n t a g o n i s m  a s  t h e  economy experienced p a r a l l e l  s e q u e n c e s  o f  booms 

a n d  d n p r e s s i o n s ,  T h e  term * l a b o u r y  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  u s e f u l  t o  t h +  

a u t h o r s  i n  p e r i c d s  o f  d e p r e s s i o n  o r  l a b u r  m i l i t a n c y  a n d  t e n d s  to 

d i s a p p e a r  a s  a term ( a n d  a s  a force?) d u r i n g  p e r i o d s  of r e l a t i v a  

p r o s p e r i t y ,  [ D r a k e  a n d  C a y t o n ,  1962,, vo1,2,: 1 3  et s e g . ) ,  

T h e  p e r i o d i c  s t r i k e s ,  u n i o n i s a t i o n  d r i v e s ,  etc. a r e  

s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  reformist movement ,  b u t  i n  the 

z n d ,  t h ?  only e x p l a n a t i o n  of a c t i v i t y  rests on t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  

t h e  p e o p l e  i n v o l v e d ,  C a p i t a l  and f a b o u r  a r e  usdd a s  

u n d i f  f a r e n t i a t e d  f o r c e s  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  a s i t u a t i o n  a b o u t  which  o n e  

knows  n o t h i n g  b u t  t h a t  u r b a n i s a t i o n  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  a r e  

(som?how) i n v o l v e d ,  T h e r e  i s  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a u s e s  o f  

s x p a n s i o n  a n d  r e c ~ s s i o n ,  n o r  o f  t h e  t r a n s f o r a a t i o n  wrought o n  t h e  
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l a b o u r  f o r c e  by  t h e  d e v e l o p m a n t  o f  a u t o m a t i c  a n d  a s s e m b l y - l i n s  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  n o r ,  i n  c o u n t e r p o s i t i o n  t o  l a b ~ u r ' s  demands  f o r  

s h o r t e r  h o u r s  i s  there  a n y  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l ' s  des i re  t o  

d r i v ~  down w a g e s  o r  o t h e r w i s e  i n c r e a s e  p r o d u c t i v i t y .  I n  s h o r t ,  

t h q  v a r i o u s  classss, a n d  l a b o u r  a n d  c a p i t a l ,  a r e  n o t  f o r c e s  o r  

s e t s  o f  a c t i v e  a g e n t s ,  t h e y  a r e  n o t h i a g  more  t h a n  t h e  f o r m s  of  

~ r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  r e a c t i o n  w h i c h  p s o p l e  a d o p t  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  

o n g o i n g  f o r c e s  o f  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  a n d  u r b a n i s a t i o n .  The  

a n a l y s i s  f a i l s  t o  p r o v i d e  a f r a m e w o r k  f o r  the l x p l a n a t i o n  o f  

t h e s e  p r o c e s s e s .  

Th.2 a b o v e  r e m a r k s  a d d r e s s e d  a t  D r a k e  a n d  C a y t o n  a p p l y  t o  t h e  

Human ~ c o l o g i c a l  a p p r o a c h  i n  q ~ n e r a l ,  fntl+sd, ths a u t h o r s  of 

BLACK METROPOLIS ~ a d e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v a n c e s  i n  t h e i r  field much a s  

P a r k  h a d  d o n e  two d e c a d e s  e a r l i t z ,  B u t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  u r b a n  

s o c i a l  t h e o r y  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  s p o n t a n e o u s l y ,  T h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  

some i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  d e v 2 l o p m e n t  of t h s  t h s o r y  

d o e s  more  t h a n  q e n e r a t e  some i n s i g h t s ,  I t  s i t u a t e s  t h e  

t h e o r e t i c a l  a b s t r a c t i o n  i n  its p l a c e  a s  a c o m p o n e n t  o f  ths 

p r o b l e m  u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d  t h e r e b y  h e l p s  t o  e x p l a i n  t E s  f ~ r m  of 

t h 3  3 c o l o g i c a l  t h e o r y ,  E a r l y  t u e n t i e t h  c z n t u r  y A m e r i c a  a t t a i n e d  

a  m a t u r i t y  o f  e c o n o a i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  w h i c h  b u s i n e s s  c a n t r a c t i o n  

a n d  m a r k s t  i n s t a b i l i t y  a l l  were t h e  m o m  d a n g a r o u s .  S t a t e  

i n t ~ r v e n t i o n  t o  manage  t h e  economy was p o s t p o n e d  by  t h e  

p r o s p e r i t y  i n d u c e 3  by w o r l d  war o n e ,  T h i s  p r o s p e r i t y  p + r s i s t u d  

t h r o u g h  3 9 2 9 ,  {Dowd, 1974:  8 6 ) .  
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Rany of  t h o  N o r t h e r n  c i t i e s  grew d r a m a t i c a l l y  d u r i n g  t h i s  

p e r i o d  l a r g e l y  b e c a u s e  of  h i g h  b l a c k  a n d  E u r o p e a n  m i g r a t i o n  

f l ~ w s .  C h i c a g o  gas p e r h a p s  t h e  most r a p i d l y  y r o w i n g  c i t y ,  

X t  i s  ezsy  t o  i m a g i n e  t h e  s t r i k i n g  e f f e c t  whlc!: th.? 
s o c i a l  1 i E s  of t h e  c i t y  of C h i c a g o  ~ u s t  h a v e  h a d  on  
observers  a s  i t  grzw by  5 , p e r s o n s  p e r  decade 
b e t w e e n  19 a n d  193 , i a r n i y r 3 n t s  f o r  t h e  mos t  
p a r t ,  ( C a s t e l l s ,  c i t s d  i n  P i c k v a n c e ,  1976: 3 7 ) .  

Castells has p o i n t e d  out t h a t  t h e  C h i c a g o  e c o l o g i s t s  d i d  n o t  

s o  much s t u d y  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  went o n  in t h ?  c i t y  a s  t h e y  s t u d i e d  

s o c i 2 l  d i s o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l  m a l a d j u s t m e n t ,  U r b a n i s m  

was  t h a  r s a l  c o n t e x t  of t h e  p r o b l e m s  a n d  aspects  b e i n g  s t u d i e d ,  

b u t  u r b a n i s m  was d e f i n e d  in a s p e c i f i c  way, {See Z o r b a u q h ,  

The c i t y  was n o t  s i m p l y  a s e t t i n g  f o r  r e s e a r c h ,  a 
c o n v e n i s n t  3. a b c r a t o r y ,  t o  u s e  Park * s  d e s c r i p t i o n ,  
T h s  c i t y ,  e x p r e s s e d  s o c i o l o g i c a l l y  i n  t h s  n o t i o n  o f  
urbanism . , . .. . . . w a s  a l s o  a way o f  Life,  Th@ 
p e r i n a n e n t  s e t t l e n e n t  of  a human p o p u l a t i o n  o f  h i g h  
d e n s i t y  a n d  n i t h  a s u f f i c i e n t l y  h i g h  degree o f  
h e t l r o g e n e i t y  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  e m e r g e n c 2  o f  a n2w 
c u l t u r e  c h a r a c t e r i s e d  b y  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  
primary t o  s e c o n d a r y  r e l a t i o n s ,  ro le  s e g m a n t a t i o n ,  
a n o n y m i t y ,  i s o l a t i o n ,  i n s t r u m e n t a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  
a b s e n c e  o f  d i rec t  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l ,  t h s  d i v e r s i t y  a n d  
t r a n s i e n c e  o f  s o c i a l  commi t m t n  ts, t h e  l o o s e n i n g  of 
f a m i l y  ties, a n d  i n d i v i d u a l .  i s t i c  c o r e p e t i t i o n ,  I t  
is  this s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  c o n t e x t  w h i c h  i s  t h e  
u l t i m a t e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  new f o r m s  of human 
b e h a v i o u r ,  ( C a s t ~ l l s ,  c i t e d  in P i c k v a n c e ,  1976: 
37) . 
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T h u s ,  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  f o r ~ s  of human o r g a n i s a t i o n  a rg  

a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  g 9 n e r a l  t 2 r m  u r h a n i  s m ' ,  T h e y  c l e a r l y  

r e f l e c t  a way o f  l i f e  which  is d i f f a r e n t  f r o @  t h e  r u r a l ,  h u t  more 

i m p o r t a n t l y  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  

u r b a n i s m  i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  T h i s  l e a d s  C a s t e l l s  t o  c o n c l  u d ~ :  

, . , n o t  o n l y  d o e s  t h i s  b r a n c h  of  u r b a n  s o c i o l o g y  
h a v s  a n o n - s p e c i f i c  t h e o r e t i c a l  object  (viz. 
e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  t a k a s  p l a c e  w i t h i n  a n  u r b a n  
s e t t i n q j  , b u t  it h a s  a d i f f e r e n t  a n d  n o n - e x p l i c i t  
s c i e n t i f i c  object: t h e  p r o c e s s  of  a c c u l t u r a t i o n  t o  
modern  s o c i e t y ,  i, e. t o  A m e r i c a n  s o c i a t y ,  ( I b i d :  
38) . 

I n  t h i s  m a n n f r ,  hum3n e c o l o g y  c a n  b e  seen a s  a farm o f  

m o a e r n i s a t i o n  t h e o r y ,  i.?, a s  a form o f  a n a l y s i s  w h i c h  a s s u m 3 s  

( c a p i t a l i s t )  g r c w t k  a n d  t h e n  p r o c a e d s  t o  s t u d y  i t s  c o n s e q u e n c a s  

w i t h  a  v i e w  t o  the d e r i v a t i o n  o f  t o o l s  o f  managemsn t  a n d  c o n t r o l ,  

(Sf30 Reqan, 1975) .  

A t  a more  s p + c i f i c  l e v e l ,  i t  c o u l d  be a r q u e d  t h a t  th2 

s c o l ~ g i s t s  made v a l u a b l e  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o f  c e r t a i n  f o r m s  of  

behaviour w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d  h o w e v e r ,  

ths c ~ n t e x t  of a n a l y s i s  is almost c o m p l e t e l y  l o s t  a n d  e t h n i c i t y ,  

a g e  a n d  sex s t r u c t u r e s  etc,, b e q i n  t o  tmerg3 a s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  

. T h e  r a a s o r t  t h a t  ~ u ~ o i s '  p l e a s  for  t h s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of raca 

r e l a t i o n s  t o  s o c i o l o g i c a l  l c q u i r y  a t  t h z  s 2 d  ~f t h e  n i n e t s e n t h  
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c ; t n t u r y  were r s j i s c t e d  w h i l s  t h e  Chicago  s c f i ~ o i  was well 

e s t a b l i s h e d  by  t h e  l a t e  n i n e t o e n  t w ? n t i e s  is c h s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  t h e  c i t i e s  acd t h e  a c c e n t u a t i o n  of t h e  

p r o b l e m s  t h e r e i n ,  P a r k ' s  a p p r o a c h  was r s f o r w i s t  a n 3  

h u m a n i t a r i a n ,  

,. . . ,[ I]t  s h o u l d  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  rha r - ?  was  a 
p r a c t i c a l  a n d  ....,., reformist e l e ~ e n t  i n  P a r k ,  
who s e s v 2 d  a s  the f i r s t  p r e s i d e n t  of t h a  C h i c a g o  
U r b a n  L e a g u e ,  His r e s e a r c h  o r i s n t s t i o n  i n c l u d e d  a 
s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  in s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s ,  Much o f  t h e  
work o f  t h e  C h i c a g o  s c h o o l  was d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  
s t u d y i n q  t h e  sub j ~ c t  of u r b a n  s o c i a l  
d i s o r g a c i s a t i o n  and  u r b a n  p a t h o l  ogy ;  and P a r k  
h i a s e l f  saw ae t a c h e d  s o c i o l o g i c a  l k n o w l e d g e  a s  
e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  d e c i s i o n s  of p o l i c y  makers. 
f L s d n e r ,  1973: 1 2 ) .  

P a r k t s  t h e o r y  c a n n o t ,  of c o u r s e ,  be  judged b y  h i s  good  

i n t e n t i o n s ,  T ~ F I :  a s s u ~ p t i o n  oi s p e c i f i c  e c o n o m i c  r e l a t i o n s  a s  

g i v e n ,  i n d e e d  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  oE them a s  e x p l a n a t o r y  

v a r i a b l s s ,  n e c e s s a r i l y  gave r i s e  t o  foras of t h a o r y  a n d  p o l i c y  

w h i c h  c o u l d  t a k e  ca a c c c u n t  of t h e  i m p o r t a n c ~  o f  t h e s e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m ,   hao ore tic ally, s u c h  a s s u m p t i o n s  

g a v e  r i s e  t o  t h s  c o n f u s e d  u s a g e  of c l a s s  c a t e g o r i e s  a n d  t h e  

i d ~ n t L f i c a t F o n  o f  s o c i a l  w i t h  n a t u r a l  phenom9na. Because of i t s  

i m p a c t  on s u b s e q u e n t  t h e o r y ,  OG p o l i c y  f o r m a t i o n  a n d  i t s  p r a c t i c s  

i n  reformist p o l i t i c s ,  human a c o l o g y  rnus t  b e  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  

a s  a c o a p o n a n t  o f  t h e  relations o f  r a c i a l  i n e q u a l i t y  u n d e r  

i n q u i r y  hers. 



4. F u n n a r  Y y r d a l ,  

D r a k e  a n d  C a y t o n ' s  work s p p s a r e d  o n e  y a a r  a f t e r  t h e  

p u b l l c 3 t i o n  o f  M y r d a l * ~  A M E R f C A R  D f ~ E k l d A ,  Even m o r e  t h a n  z h s  

c o n t r a s t i n g  r e c e p t i o n s  of D u b o i s  arid l a t s r  A m t r i c a n  wr i tars ,  t h e  

i n v i t a t i o n  o f  a S w e d i s h  s o c i o l o g i s t  t o  a i r  A a s r i c a ' s  d i r t y  l i n e n  

F n d i c a t s d  j u s t  how d r a m a t i c  t h e  s h i f t  i n  t h e  s t a t e ' s  a t t i t u d e  h a d  

been  o v e r  f o u r  d e c a d e s .  

E l l i s o n  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h 3 t  r e c o v e r y  a f t e r  the i n t e r w a r  

r e c e s s i o n  was h a m p e r e d  by  t h e  regressive p r a c t i c e s  of s o u t h e r n  

e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y ,  A concert~d a t t s c k  o n  t h i s  * b a c k w a r d 8  a r e a  

r e q u i f s d  d a t a i l e d  k n o w l e d g e  of t h a  s o c i a l  and e c o n o m i c  m i l i e u  o f  

t h e  S o u t h .  a c c o r d i n g  t o  E l l i s o n ,  M y r d a l  was i n v i t ~ d  by the 

C a r n e y i ?  ~ o u n d a t i o n  t o  u n d e r t a k e  t h s  i n v 2 s t i g a t i o n  a n d  t o  s t a n d  

a s  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of f a i r  p l a y  a n d  i m p a r t i a l i t y  t o  t h ~  

s c s p t i c a l  a n d  d i s i l f u s i o n e d  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n .  ( E l l i s o n ,  i n  

Ladner: 3973) . 

Cox h a s  d e s c r i b e d  t h e  form of M y r d a l * ~  a n a l y s i s  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n q  manner :  

T h e  a u t h o r  seems t o  h a v e  been  c o n f r o n t e d  w i t h  t w o  
~ r i n c i p a l  p r o b l e m s :  [a) t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  a v o i d i n g  a 
p o l i t i c a l  c l a s s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  a n d  (b)  t h e  p rob la in  
of f i n d i n g  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  m o r a l  o r  e t h i c a l .  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  (Cox, 1970: 509) . 
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From t h ~  o u t s e t ,  M y r d a l  i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  ' ~ m s r i c a n  creed' a s  

t h e  d o m i n a n t  f a c t o r  i n  A m e r i c a n  s o c i o t y :  

A m e r i c a n s  o f  a l l  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n s ,  c l a s s e s ,  
r o g i o n s ,  c r e e d s  a n d  c o l o r s  h a v e  s o m e t h i n g  i n  
commoc: a  s o c i a l  s t h ~ s ,  a p o l i t i c a l  creed.. . . . 
When t h e  A m e r i c a n  C r e s d  is o n c e  d e t e c t e d ,  t h s  
c a c o p h o c y  b e c o m e s  a  m2lody..  . a s  p r i n c i p l e s  w h i c h  
o u g h t  t o  r u l e ,  t h e  creed h a s  b e e n  made c o n s c i o u s  t o  
e v e r y O n E  i n  A m z r i c a c  s o c i ? t y , ,  ,. . A m e r i c a  i s  
c o n s t a n t l y  s t r u q q l i n g  f o r  i t s  s o u l ,  f ~ y r d a l ,  1944:  
3/41 

C o n f l i c t  i n  A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y  i s  ~ 0 3 ~  a s  3 s a t  o f  b a r r i a r s  t o  

t h 3  a c h i o v e m e c t  of a  s o c i e t y  g o v e r n e d  by  t h e  ' t r u e  c r a o d S +  

a y r d a l  e x p l a i n s  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b y  a s%t 

of c a s t s  r e Z a t i o n s  w h i c h ,  by  i n h i b i t i n g  tha f res  r n o v e m e ~ t  of 

p s o p l e ,  c o n s t i t u t e s  a maZf u n c t i o n  of t h e  systam. 

W y r d a l ' s  u s e  of t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  ' c a s t e *  is v e r y  s p e c i f i c .  H e  

u s e s  i t  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  p o p u l a t i o n  i n t o  

two 3 n t a g o n i s t i c  a n d  c o m p e t i n g  camps .  R u t ,  h a v i n g  i d e n t i f i e d  a 

c a l o u r -  c a s t e  b a s i s  to t h e  ' A m e r i c a n  Dilemma1 h e  i n d i c a t e s  z h a t  

t h e  f o r m s  o f ,  and b a s e s  f o r  c a s t e  d i v i s i o n  v a r y  w i d e l y  a l o n g  a 

s c a l o  of w e a l t h  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s t a t u s ,  ( M y ~ d a 1 ,  1944 :  597 ) .  

Re s u q g e s t s  t h a t  cas te  a n t a g o n i s m  i s  more p r z v a l e n t  i n  t h e  

S o u t h  t h a c  i t  is i n  t h e  N o r t h  a n d  t h a t  i t  is, i n  q e n o r a l ,  on t h e  

wan.??. T h e r e  a r e  t h ree  e x p l a n a t i o n s  o f f e red  f a r  t h i s  t e n d e r , c y .  

F i r s t l y ,  t h o  t e n d e n c y  f o r  'Good* t o  t r i u n p h  o v e r  * E v i l g  i n  t h e  
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o n g  r u n ,  s e c o n d l y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h o  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  o f  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  h e l p  t o  s t e a r  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

Large 

af t h a t  

t r e n d ,  a n d  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  ' A m e r i c a n  c r e e d  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  l i b e r t y ,  

e q u a l i t y  a n d  h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m .  * (Pfyrda l ,  1344:  7 9 ) .  

Thtl  c o n c e p t  o f  c a s t e  is r a r e l y  u s e d  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  ernplcyad 

b y  M y r d a l ,  H i s  c h o i c e  of t h e  term seems t o  h a v e  a r i s e n  f r o m  h i s  

i n a b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  a n y t h i n g  b e t t e r  a n d  f r o m  t h e  p e r s i t e n c s  of 

a s p e c t s  o f  the p r o b l e m  s u c h  a s  endogamy. more o f t e n ,  t h e  tcrm 

cas t?  i s  u s e d  t o  d e f i n e  d i f f e r e n c e s  m a i n t a i n e d  by e x t r a - e c o n o m i c  

c o e r c i o n .  Cox re fe r s  t o  caste i n  y e t  a n o t h e r  Bay,  as . . ,  

a s t a t u s  e n t i t y  i n  a n  a s s i m i l a t e d ,  s e l f - s a t i s f i e d  
s o c i e t y .  F e g a r d l e s s  o f  h i s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  
s ~ c i e t y ,  a  m a n ' s  c a s t e  is s a c r e d  t o  him. { C o x ,  
1 9 7 0 : 5 1 9 ) .  

H y r d a l  t a k e s  l i t t l e  h e e d  o f  d e b a t e  c o n c e r n i n g  c o n c e p t s  a n d  

a f t e r  e x t e n s i v e  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  of t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  

r s a l i t y  of r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  a n n o u n c e s  h i s  o v e r l y  s i m p l i s t i c  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  However h i s  c o m m e n t s  o n  t h e  f u t u r e  d e v e l o p n t e n t  

o f  r3ce r e l a t i o n s  deserve a t t e n t i o n ,  H y r d a f  c a n d i d l y  a d m i t t e d  

t h a t  b l a c k  c u l t u r e  t e n d e d  t o  be e r r o n e o u s l y  d e f i n e d  a s  s o c i a l l y  

d e v i 3 n t ,  y e t  he  b e 1  i e v e d  t h a t  b l a c k  c u l t u r e  wou ld  h a v e  t o  

d i s s o l v e  i n  a p r o c e s s  of a s s i m i l a t i o n  which was e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  

z r a d i c a t i o n  o f  r a c i a l  t s n s i o n .  ( E l l i s o n ,  i n  L a d n e r :  197.31. 

Above a l l  t h e  p r o b l e m  was, f o r  Myrdaf, o n e  which r e q u i r s d  

e x t e n s i v e  managemen t  a n d  c o n t r o l . .  



Many t h i n g s  t h a t  f o r  a l o n g  p e r i o d  h a v e  b e e n  
p r e d o m i n 3 n t l y  a matter of i n d i v i d u a l  a d j u s t m e n t  
w i l l  become more a n d  more d e t c . r m i n 4  b y  p n l i t i c s l  
d e c i s i o n  a n d  p u b l i c  r z g u l a t i o n ,  We a r e  f a s t  
- ~ . n t e r i n g  an e r a  v f i e r e  f a c t - f i n d i n g  a n d  scieritif i c  
t h e o r i e s  of c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i l l  be  s a e n  a s  
i n s t r u m a n t a l  Fn p l a n n i n g  c o n t r o l l e d  s o c i a l  c h a n g e ,  
~ h ?  peacs w i l l  b r i n g  n o t h i n g  but p r o b l e m s , .  . . . . . neu 
u r g e n t  t a s k s  f o r  s o c i a l  engineering. jb yrzaf ,  
1944: 1022/1023),  

S u c h  e l a b o r a t i o n s  i n v a r i a b l y  fail t o  r e l a t e  t h s  p r o b l e m  i n  

h a n d  t o  i t s  m a t e r i a l  c o n t e x t  i n  a s y s t e m a t i c  m a n n e r ,  

In W y r d a l t s  work  one f i n d s  a c o n • ’  usion o f  c l a s ses  s e t  w i t h i n  

a n  i l l - d e f i n e d  caste d i v i s i o n ,  a f o c u s  o n  t h e  p r o b l e m  of 

d i s t r i b u t i n g  a g i v e n  n u m b e r  of jobs  of a g i v e n  v a r i e t y  among t h e  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  a  f a i l u r e  t o  f o c u s  on t h e  f o r c e s  which g e n e r a t e  

s p o c i f i c  e m p l o y m e n t  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

v i t h  a n e u t r a l  m a n a g e r  of s o c l a f  a n d  e c o n o m i c  p r o b l ~ m s  - g u i d e d  

3nfy by t h e  d e s i r e  t o  a t t a i n  t h ~  r e a l i s a t i o n  of t h e i A m e r l c a n  

Creed ' .  I n  s h o r t ,  t h i s  t e x t  c o n t a i n s  a se t  o f  i n a d e q u a c i e s  t h a t  

c l e a r l y  reflect t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n p u t  o f  t h e  human e c o l o g i s t s ,  

B u t  n y r d a l 8 s  p r e d i c t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  g r o w t h  o f  p u b l i c  

s e c t o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n  p r o v 3 d ,  i n  t h e  ond ,  t o  be q u i t e  a c c u r a t 2  a n d  

i f  m e a s u r e m e n t  i s  o f  a n y  c o n s e q u f n c e  t o  e f f i c i e n t  managem+ct ,  

S o c i a l  Ars? ~ n a l y s i s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  i ts f u n c t i o n i n g .  T h e  thesis 

t u r w  now t o  n o t q  b r i e f l y ,  t h e  n a t u r e  a n d  c o n t e c t  o f  s o c i a l  area 

a n a l y s i s ,  a n  a p p r o a c h  t y p i c a l  of u r b a n  s o c i a l  s c i a n c e  i n  t h e  

p o s t -  war y, l a r s ,  



5 ,  S o c i a f  Area ~ n a l y s i s .  

Th? u r b a n  s y s t e m  o f  t h e  u n i t e d  S t a t e s  u n d e r w e n t  d r a m a t i c  c h a n g e s  

iri t h e  decaaes i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  s e c o n d  w o r l d  war.  The 

s u b u r b s  were  g r o w i n g ,  i n d u s t r y  was b e g i n n i n g  t o  move o u t  o f  t h e  

c i t y  c 3 n t r o s  o r  a t  f e a s t  t o  d e c l i n e  i n  r a t s  o f  g r o w t h ,  u r b a c  

s l u m s  a n d  r a c i a l  t e n s i o n s  p e r s i s t e d .  ( M o l l e n k o p f ,  1975: 257) .  

T h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  r e s p o n s e  t o  a p r o b l e n i  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  

d i s p e r s i o n  o f  a e t r o p o l i t a n  i n d u s t r i a l  a c t i v i t y  a n d  t h p  s o c i s l  

c o s t s  o f  m s i n t a i n i n g  t h e  i n n q r  c i t y  p o o r  s e e n e d  c lear :  

. . . . , , , s l l m i n a t ~  b l i g h t i n g  s l u n s ,  s t i ~ u l a t e  
i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  a n d  
p r o v i d e  t h g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  t o  k e e p  
t h e  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t  v i a b l e ,  ( R i a l l e n k o p f ,  
1975: 260), 

D e s p i t e  f e d z r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  1949 and 1954,  t h e  i i n p a c t  ~f 

u r b a n  r e n s v a l  d i d  n o t  r e a c h  s i g n i f i c a n t  p r o p o r t i o n s  u n t i l  1960, 

(Harvey ,  1975) , T h e  drive f o r  e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  c o n  t r o l l e d  

m o d e r n i s a t i o n  f o u n d  r e a d y  a c a d e m i c  s u p p o r t  i n  the a d a p t a t i o n  of  

H i r t h ' s  e c 3 l o g i c a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of u r b a n  d e v e l o p m e n t .  S o c i a l  

Area An3 ly i . s  comprised a s e t  9 f  t e c h n i q u e s  c a p a b l e  o f  a c c u r a t e l y  

m e a s u r i n g  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  a reas  { s i m i l a r  t o  ' n a t u r a l  a r e a s * ) ,  

t h e i r  p r e c i s e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  cocst i  t u t i o n  a n d  d y n a m i c  t e n d e n c i e s .  

T h i s  was t h o u g h t  t o  h e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h a  d e v e l o p m a n t  of  

a p p r o p r i a t e  p l a n n i n g  p o l i c i e s .  T h e  s o c i a l  a r e a  a n a l y s t s  d i d  n o  
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m o r e  t h a n  a t t e m p t  a n  e m p t r i c a l  v 2 r i f i c a t i o n  of what were r e g a r d e d  

a s  f u n d a m e n t a l  p r i n c i p l e s  of u r b a n  g r o w t h ,  These h a d  been  

s y s t e m a t i s c 3 3  i n  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  t r a d i t i o n  b y  ~ i r t h ,  who p o s t u l a t n d  

t h a t  g i v e n  an i n c r e a s i n g  s c a l e  i n  u r b a n  s y s t e m s ,  c h a n g ?  i n  t h e  

r a n g e  a n d  i n t s n s i t y  of r s l a t i o n s ,  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  f u n c t i o n s  

and  c o m p l e x i t y  of o r g a n i s a t i o n  a l l  t ~ n d c d  t o  i n c r e a s e .  Thz 

s o c i a l  a r e a  a n a l y s t s  d e v e l o p e d  4 se r i e s  of i n d i c e s  f o r  t h e 5 2  

t r e n d s .  S u b s e g u s n t  t o  a n  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  u r b a n  l a n d s c a p e  t h e  

~ o s t  a p p a r a i t  c h a n g e s  wers noted a n d  r e l a t s d  v a r i a b l e s  were 

c h o s 2 n .  V a r i o u s  t e c h n i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s  d i d  l i t t l e  t o  c o m p e n s a t e  

f o r  i ts  i n a d e q u a c i e s .  {Car t e r ,  197  2: 267) . 

The m e a s u r e m e n t s  u n d e r t a k e n  b y  the s o c i a l  a r e a  a n a l y s t s  a r e  

c o n f i n e d  t o  c e n s u s  i n f o r m a t i o n  and ,  by  a n d  la rge ,  do n o t  c o n s i d z r  

thz i m p a c t  o f  p l a n n i n g  a n d  z o n i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s .  Car te r  ('1972) 

d e s c r i b e s  s ~ c i a l  a r e a  a n a l y s i s  a s  a n  e x e r c i s z  i n  m e a s u r e m e n t  f o r  

i ts own sake .  Ae cr i t i c i ses  t h e  h i g h l y  a r b i t r a r y  s e l e c t i o n  o f  

s t a t i s t i c a l  m e a s u r e s  a n d  d i s m i s s e s  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  

b a s i s  a s  i n a d e q u a t e ,  ( C a r t a r ,  1972: 268) .  H e  traces t h e  

c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e  e c o l o g i c s l  i n t e r a r e t a t i o n  o f  c i t i e s  and  

c o n c l u d s s  t h a t  

i t  d o e s  l i t t ls  D o r e  t h a n  a b s t r a c t  a n d  e n u m e r a t e  t h e  
s o r t s  of f a c t o r s  which the o l d e s t  s t u d i z s  i n  l a n d  
u s e  d r e w  u p o n  i n  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  u n i q u e  o r  
e x c e p t i o n a l  s i t u a t i o n s ,  It seems t o  make l i t t l e  
c o n t r i b a t i o n  t o  t h e o r y .  (Carter,  1972: l 8 l / l 8 2 )  . 
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r h s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  p o s t - w a r  u r b a n  g r o w t h  h a d  o t h e r  e f f z c t s  

on u r b a n  t h e o r y ,  n o t a b l y  o n  Laad E c o n o ~ i c s ,  T h i s  

n a s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c o r o p l e x i t y  o f  c i t i e s  a n d  

c o n s t i t u t e d  a r l g o r o u s  a n a l y s i s  of t h o  h o u s i n q  market. 

B e c e s s a r i f y ,  i t  had  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  t x i s t e n c e  of r a c i a l  

s a g r 3 g a  t i o n ,  

6 Land E c o n o m i c s ,  

T h e  r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  o f  p o s t  war  u r b a n  g r o w t h  d i d  n o t  l e v e l  

o f f  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n - s i x t i z s .  T h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of 

u r b a n  c s n t r e s  was a s s o c i a t e d  with a p l e t h o r a  o i  g o v e r n m e n t  

p rog rammes ,  m o r t g a g e  s u b s i d y  s c h e m e s ,  b a n k i n g  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  i n  

t h e  h o u s i n q  aa rke t  a n d  s p s c u f a t i v r ;  c o n s o r t i a .  P o s t  war g r o w t h  

d i d  n o t  g iv?  r i s e  t o ,  b u t  s p r a n g  f r o m  a  g r o w t h  c o a l i t i o n  o f  

b u s i n e s s  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t ,  (Harvey, l 9 7 S , ,  H o l l e n k o p f ,  1975, 

1976)  . 

Harvey  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  t h s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  p e r i o d  of 

q r o v t h ,  T h e y  i n c l u d e :  

(1) Low d e n s i t y  u r b a n  s p r a w l  ( n m p h a s i s e d  b y  f i s c a l  
p o Z i c i e s  t o w a r d  h o u s i n g  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  l a n d  
s p e c u l a t i o n  b o t h  of w h i c h  make i t  f e a s i h l a ) ,  ( 2 )  
S t r o n g  m u l t i p l i e r  ef fects  f r o m  h o u s i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
t h r o u g h  c o m p l e m e n t a r y  i n v t s t n e n t s . , , , , , , . a n d  h i g h  
o p e r a t i r i g  cos t s ,  ( 3 )  a n  a s s u m p t i o n  w h i c h  g r e w  a s  
t h e  u r b a n i s a t i o n  p r o c e s s  g a t h e r e d  momentum, t h a t  
u r b a n  e x p a n s i o n  was  i n e v i t a b l e ,  wh ich  g a v e  r i s e  t o  



{ 4 )  s s l f - f u l f i f l i n g  s p e c u l a t i v e  a c t i v i t y  o n  the 
p a r t  of  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d  ( 5 )  g r o w t h  i ~ d u c i n g  
i n v e s k ~ e n t s  on t h e  p a r t  of many  l o c a l  qovernmects 
who b e c a m e  1 g r o w t h  d e p e n d e n t *  b y  i n c u r r i n g  h e a v y  
d ~ b t s  now i n  order  t o  r a i s e  t h a  t a x  base i n  t h e  
f u t u r e ,  ( H a r v e y ,  1975: 17/18). 

I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  p r e d i c t  ~ e h a ~ i o u r  i n  t h e  

m a r k e t  b e c a m e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  more  n e c G s s a r  y and  

d i f f i c u l t .  L a n d  ~ c o n o m i c s  became t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  t e r r a i n  f 3 r  t h e  

a n a l y s i s  o f  u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  I t  i s  t h z r e f o r a  of i m p o r t a n c e  t o  

r e v i e w  b o t h  i ts  c o n c a p t u a l  b a s i s  a n d  i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  t h e  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  f o r m  of 

g h e t t o i s a t i o n ,  T h e  b a s i c  t e n i 3 t s  o f  t h e  a p p r o a c h  may b.? o u t l i n e d  

i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n q  m a n n e r ,  

N 9 u s i n g ,  a c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  a p p r o a c h ,  is d i s t r i b u t e d  among 

c o n s u i u e r s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  1 3 w s  o f  supply and demand, a n d  i~ 

a c c c o r d a n c ?  t o o  w i t h  t h e  i n c o m e  c o n s t r a i n t s  of t h e  c o n s u m e r s .  It 

is a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  c o n s u m e r  will a l w a y s  m a x i m i s a  h i s  o r  h 3 r  

u t i l i t y ,  u t i l i t y  is d e f i n e d  a s  a c s r t a i n  c o m b i n a t i o n  of h o u s i n q ,  

a c c e s s i b i l i t y  ar,d a l l  other c o m m o d i t i e s ,  T h i s  s h o u l d  lead t o  

h o u s e h o l d  a n d  m a r k e t  s q u i l i b r i u m  o r ,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h a  b e s t  

p o s s i b l e  l o c a t i o n  f o r  e a c h  h o u s e h o l d e r  ( g i v e n  of c o u r s e ,  t h e  

i n c o m e  c o n s t r a i c t ) ,  w i t h i n  a  m a r k e t  w h i c h  h a s  2 q u a t e d  s u p p l y  a n d  

dsmand  q u a n t i t i e s .  Bs A f o n s o  h a s  it: 

T h e  m a r k s t  will be i n  e q u i l i b r i u m  when (1) n o  u s s r  
of l a n d  c a n  i n c r e a s e  h i s  p r o f i t s  o r  s a t i s f a c t i o n  by 
mov ing  t o  s o m e  o t h s r  l o c a t i o n  o r  b y  buyinq Bore o r  
ZPSS l a n d ,  and  12) no L a n d l o r d  c a n  i n c r e a s e  h i s  
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r 2 v z n u r  b y  c h a n g i n g  t h e  p r i c e  of h i s  l and .  
( A l o n s o ,  1965: 771, 

It i s  f u r t h e r  a s s u a s d  t h a t  society o p s r a t e s  i n  r s s p o n s e  t o  

s e v e r a l  f o r c e s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  u t i l i t y  m 3  x i m i s a t i o n ,  and ,  t h a t  t h e  

economy t e n d s  t o w a r d  a n  + q u i l i b r i u a  b a s e d  on ths i n t e r a c t i o a  of  

mark;.t f ~ r c e s ,  A l o n s o  d e n o n s t r a t i i s  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  a b s t r a c t i n g  

m a r k l t  f o r c e s  f r o m  t h e  o v e r a l l  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  m a t r i x :  

T h e  a p p r o a c h  t h a t  w i l l  b s  f o l l o w e d  I n  t h i s  s t u d y  
v i l l  be  t h a t  o f  ? c o n o m i c s . ,  . , . t h e  s q u a l o r  of the 
p a w n b r o k e r  a n d  t h e  • ’ h a i r  o f  the f a s h i o n  h o u s e  v i l l  
d i s a p p e a r  into t h a t  grey e n t i t y ,  t h e  firia. Tho  
e x q u i s i t e  l e g a l  c o m p l % x i t i e s  o f  r s a l .  e s t a t e  w i l l .  
v a n i s h  i n t o  s t r a i g h t • ’  o r w a r d  b u y i n g  o r  r e n t i n g ,  a n d  
th? r i c h  t o p o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  c i t y  w i l l  f l a t t e n  t o  a 
f e a t u r e l e s s  p l a i n ,  I t  i s  h o p e d  t h a t  b y  t h i s  me thod  
a  s e l f - c o n s i s t e n t  e x p l a n a t o r y  t h e o r y  w i f  1 h e  
d e v e l o p e d  which will s h e d  l i g h t  o n  some a s p e c t s  of  
t h s  i n t e r n a l .  s t r u c t u r e  of c i t i s s  h o w e v a r  i n c o m p l e t e  
t h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  may b e  f r o m  the p o i n t  o f  v i e w  o f  
t h o s e  t h i n g s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d .  ( A l o n s o ,  
7965: q / 2 f  . 

B o t h  K i r # a n  a n d  f l a r t i n  (1973) a n d  H a r v e y  (1973) r e c o g n i s e  

M u t h ' s  work a s  t h e  m o s t  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h i s  f r a m e w o r k ,  

p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  h e  i n t r o d u c e s  p r e f e r e n c e  e f f ec t s  a n d  a model of 

s u p p l y  f a c t o r s ,  It is appropriate, t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  view Mu+,h8s 

work a s  r ~ p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h i s  a p p r o a c h ,  It m u s t  be i m m s d i s t e l y  

i n d i c a t e d  h a n e v e r ,  t h a t  B u t h  a t t r i b u t e s  l i t t l s  o r  n o  i m p o r t a n c 2  

t o  t h e  p a s t  i n  e x p l a i n i n q  t h e  u r b a n  f o r m s  of t h e  p r e s s n t ,  T h i s  

is of g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  a n y  e x p l a n a t i o n  of g h e t t o i s a t i o n .  
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Many o f  t h a  f 2 a t u r e s  of  c i t y  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  u r b a n  
l a n d  u s @  can h e  e x p l a i n e d  w i t h o u t  r 2 f e r a n c e  t o  t h e  
h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  p a s t ,  To  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  is 
a n y  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e t s r e l n  l a n d ,  s s p e c i a l ' , y  u r b a n  
l a n d ,  a n d  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  s u c h  a  
d i s t i n c t i o n  wou ld  seem t o  a r i s e  c h i e f l y  f r o m  t h p  
f a c t  of s p a t i a l  u n i q u e n e s s ,  I n  f a c t ,  s p a t i a l  
u n i q u n n o s s  i s  n o t  a s  c l ~ a r l y  a d i i s t i n c t i o n  i n  k i n d  
3s 3 n e  ~ i g h t  i n i t i a l l y  s u p p o s z ,  If l a b o u r  wer-3 n o t  
s o m e t i m ~ s  h i g h l y  i m m o b i l e ,  a n d  h e n c e  s p a t i a l l y  
u n i q u e ,  t h a r e  w o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be n o  d e p r e s s e d  a r e a  
o r  f a r m  p r c b l e m s , ,  .. . . (Muth ,  1969: 47 ) .  

R a r v e y  h a s  comiaented  on this a p p r o a c h :  

T h s  s i m u l t a n e i t y  p r e s u p p o s e d  i n  t h e  m i c r o - e c o n o m i c  
m o d e l s  s u n s  c o u n t e r  t o  what  is I n  f a c t  a v e r y  
s t r o n g  p r o c e s s .  T h i s  i n d i c a t a s  a f a t a l  flaw i n  t h e  
m i c r o - e c o m o m i c  f o r r a u l a t i o n s  -- t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  
h a n d l e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  q u a l i t y  3 E  S P ~ C L S  ~ h i c h  m a k s s  
l a n d  and i n v e s t m e n t  s u c h  p e c u l i a r  c o m m o d i t i e s ,  
(Harvey, 1973: 167) , 

It c 3 m o t ,  h a w e v e r ,  bc d e n i e d  t h a t  i t  is p n s s i b l +  t o  

i n c r s a s e  t h e  s u p p l y  o f  s p a c e  a r t i f i c i a l .  l y  f ,  a s  ~ u t h  s u g g 2 s t s ,  

B u t  t h e  a h s a l u t ~  q u a l i t i 5 s  o f  s p a c E  a r e  n o t  n e c a s s a r i l y  the m a j o r  

f o r c e  i n  t h o  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  p r i c e  of h o u s i n g .  I t  ssems 

t h a t  ( i n  C a n a d a ,  a t  l e a s t )  t h e  l a r g e  l o n g - t e r m  a s s e t s  which  

f i n a n c i s 1  i n s t i t u t i o n s  h a v e  t i e d  up  i n  m o r t g a g e s  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  

t h e  g r o w t h  of  d e v e l o p m e n t  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  T h e s e  o p e r a t e  o n  a scale! 

b i g  e n o u g h  t o  w i t h o l d  l a n d  a n d  i n v e s t  e i t h l r  a b r o a d  o r  i n  other 

s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  economy w i t h  Ease. T h u s ,  b y  m a i n t a i n i n g  p r i c e  

l e v e l s ,  t h e  a s s a t s  of t h e  b a n k s  a r e  g u a r a n t e e d ,  C r e a t e d  s c a r c i t y  

map. b e  of  g r e a t  i m p o r t m c e  i n  t h e  s u p p l y  a n d  p r i c ~  o f  h o u s i ~ g ,  

( E ~ G ~ s o ~ ,  f 3 r t h c o m i n g f ,  Muth or, t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  . b e g i n s  h i s  

m o d e l  of  s u p p l y  w i t h  t h e  a s s u ~ p t i o r i  t h a t  



W h i l e  firms cast a f f g c t  t h e  prices t h e y  pay  or  
rece ive  b y  t , h e i r  c h o i c e  of l o c a t i o n ,  they c a c n o t  d o  
s o  b y  t h e  a m o u n t s  t h e y  buy  o r  s311d, (Muth ,  19h9: 
48) , 

Assuminq  i n i t i a l l y  t h a t  311 firms a r e  i d e n t i c a l  o r  h a v ~  

i d e n t i c a l  p r o d u c t i o n  f a c t o r s ,  Bu th  l a t e r  d r o p s  t h i s  a s s u m p t i o n  

3nd  n o t s s  d i f f e r e n c e s  b o t # e e n  s i n g l e - f a m i l y  a n d  a p a r t m z n t  

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  I n c r e a s e s  i n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a r e  seen a s  r E s p o n s e s  

t o  i n c r 3 a s e d  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  b u t  h e  d o a s  n o t  e x a m i n e  ths s u p p l y  

s i d e  o f  t h e  h o u s i n g  m a r k e t  b ~ y o n d  t h i s ,  

l a  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  race i n  t h e  h o u s i n q  m a r k e t ,  

H u t h  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  i f  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  h o u s i n g  a l l o c a t i o n  d i d  

e x i s t ,  h e  w o u l d  e x p e c t  t o  f i n d  b l a c k s  p a y i n g  m o r e  t h a n  w h i t e s  f o r  

h o u s i n q  o f  a  s i m i l a r  q u a l i t y .  (Eluth, 1969: 2 8 4 ) .  H e  d o s s  

r e c o g n i s e  t h a t  e x p e n d i t u r e  p e r  squar r3  mile o f  r e s i d e n t i a l  l a n d  i s  

g r e a t e r  i n  b l a c k  t h a n  i n  W h i t e  areas, b u t  he  a t t r i b u t e s  t h i s  t o  

c o s t  d f  f ferences o r  r e l a t i v e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  f u r n i s h i n y s  a n d  

u t i l i t i e s  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t  rect. E x p e n d i t u r e  o n  h o u s i n g  p e r  

p s r s o n  may b e  h i g h e r  f o r  b l a c k s  t h a n  f o r  w h i t z s  b u t  t h i s  sris2s 

f r o m  low i n c o m e  a n d  * n o t  f r o m  r&ce a s  s u c h ,  + ( H u t h ,  1959: 3 0 3 ) .  

Muth is, t h 2 r e f o r e ,  o x p l s i n i n y  r a c i a l  v a r i a n c e  i n  t h e  

3 i s t r i b n t i o n  o f  h o u s i n g  by  t h e  s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  

r e s i d e n t s  a n d  a l l o w i n g  a r e s i d u a l  t o  be e x p l a i n t d  by  some 

a b s t r a c t  n o t i o n  o f  race. He d o e s  n o t  a d d r e s s  t h e  a b n o r m a l  
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d i s t r i b u t i o n  of b l a c k  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  lower i n c o w  a n d  u n e m p l o y e d  

g r o u p s  n o r  the v 3 r i o u s  m e c h a n i s m s ,  i n c l u d i r i g  t h a  h o u s i n g  m a r k 2 t ,  

w h i c h  r e p r o d u c e  t h a t  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  T h e  l o g i c a l  e x t e n s i o n  of 

i l u t h ' s  a r g u m e n t  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  r e s i d e n t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  o c c u r s  

bacause blacks d o  n o t  wish t o  f i v e  w i t h  or near w h i t ~ s  a n d  

v i c a - v o r s a ,  B u t  this set of a t t i t u d e s  d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t s  

a x p l a n a t i o n ,  i t  r e q u i r e s  e x p l 3 n a t i o n .  T O  a c c e p t  t h i s  a s  a t o t a l  

~ x p f a n a t i o n  n o t  o n l y  i g n o r e s  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of t h e  s u p p l y  of 

h o u s i n g  b u t  a c c e p t s  a s  n a t u r a l  a n  a n t i p a t h y  b e t w e e n  r a c P s .  

Unequal p r i c i n g  i s  n o t  t h e  o n l y  b o o n  w h i c h  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  

p r a c t i c e s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  allow t o  h o u s i n q  s u p p l i e r s ,  T h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  a s t r a t i f i e d  h o u s i n g  s u p p l y  s y s t e a  w h i c h  p l a y s  u p o n  

( a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  re p r o d u c a s )  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  and  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  

g r o u p s  w i t h i n  each stratus, c a n  l e a d  e i t h e r  t o  maximum t u r n o v e r  

o f  t h s  h 3 u s i n g  s t o c k  o r  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  demand f o r  h o u s i n g  i n  

t h e  s t r a t u m  c a t e r i n g  t o  u p p e r  i n c o m e  g r o u p s ,  and  t h i s  is t h = l  most 

p r o f  i t a b l e  sectcr,  

It m u s t  be noted t h a t  t h z  u r b a n  l a n d  m a r k 2 t  a n d  h o u s i n g  

s u p p l y  system v a r y  from p l a c e  t o  p l a c e  i n  t h e i r  m a n n e r  o f  

~ p 2 r a t i o n .  T h e  specific form o f  i n d u s t r i a l  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h 2  

p r o c e s s  o f  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r a t i o n ,  t h e  e x i s t s n c e  of l a n d - b a n k i n g  

l a w s  a n d  s o  on a r e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d s r a t i o n s  t o  a n y  d e t a i l e d  

a n a l y s i s ,  f t  is w i t h  g r e a t  c a r e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  a b s t r a c t i o n s  



f r o m  casa! s t u d i e s  s h o u l d  h e  mad?. With t h i s  i n  mind ,  ~def's 

f o r m u l a t i o n  can be  n o t e d .  

E d a l t s  e m p h a s i s  is  on f a c t o r s  o f  s u p p l y .  S u p p l i e r  r z a c t i o n  

t o  demand is t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  h o u s i n g  f o r  u p p e r  i n c o m e  g r o u p s ,  

T h u s ,  h i g h 2 r  q u a l i t y  h o u s i n q  i s  mad2 a v a i l a b l e  t o  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  

l o w e r - i n c o m e  g r o u p s  ---- hand-me-down- busing. { E d e l  2nd 

B o t h e n b t l r g ,  1972) . Edel c i tes  s e v e r a l  s t u d i e s  which h a v e  

i n v e s t i g a t &  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  h o u s i n g  s u p p l y  t o  l a r g a ,  p o o r  

i m m i g r s n t  g r o u p s .  F i l t e r i n g ,  ( t h e  p r o c e s s  d e s c r i b e d  a b o v a f  , 
makos  h o u s i n g  a v a i l a b l e  t o  the n2w i m m i g r a n t s ,  b u t  tha p r e v i o u s  

owners m u s t  s u s t a i n  l o s s e s ,  T h e s e  o w n e r s  a r e  most  o f t e n  l o w e r  

m i d d l e  c lass  p e s p l a  u h o  a t t e m p t  t o  m a i n t a i n  a n d  i ~ ~ p r o v s  t h e  

q u a l i t y  o f  t h e i r  homes  b u t  f i n d  t h a t  t h e i r  v a l u s  i s  d e c l i n i n g ,  

G o v e r n m s n t  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  been a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  

i n e f f a c t i v a  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l o w - i n c o m e  h o u s i n g ,  

{ E d e l  a n d  R o t h e n b e r g ,  1972: 2141, It  h a s  

r a t h e r ,  e n c o u r a g e d  new horn b u i l d i n g  t h r o u g h  m o r t g a g e  g u a r a n t e e s  

for h i g h e r  Fncoms g r o u p s .  Thus, demand f o r  l ow- incoma  h o u s i n q  i s  

n o t  met w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  low-incorn3 h a u s i n g ,  h u t  w i t h  a 

r e c y c l i n g  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n q  h o u s i n g  s t o c k  a n d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  new 

u n i t s  a t  t h e  middle a n d  u p p e r  l e v e l s ,  I t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  

p i n p o i n t  how race is i n t r u d e d  i n  a d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  manne r  i n  this 

p r o c e s s ,  h o w e v e r ,  H a r v e y  (1974)  h a s  d ~ c u m s n t e d  a p a r t i c u l a r  

instance o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  B a l t i m o r e ,  a n d  Brown (1972),  



h a s  ?lemonstrated t h a t  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  3re s t i l l  

s i g n i f i c a n t  among r ea l  e s t a t e  a g a n c i e s ,  

The a b o v f  d i s c u s s i o n  a t t s m p t s  t o  shota t h a t ,  c o n t r l r y  t b  t h o  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  of M u t h ' s  a z a f y s i s ,  t h e  s u p p l y  of  h o u s i n g  i n  

American c i t i e s  is  c o n t r o l l e d  arid t h a t  t h i s  c o n t r o l  h a s  d e f i n i t a  

consequences f o r  h o u s i n g  c o n s u m e r s .  W i t h o u t  s u g g e s t i n g  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  of  s o a e  form of c o n s p i r a c y ,  it i s  c l e a r  t h a t  s c l p p l i a r s  

of h o u s i n g  h a v e  t h e  f a c i l i t y  t o  m a n i p u l a t e  e t h n i c  a n d  r a c i a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s .  T h i s  f a c i l i t y  d o n s  n o t  a r i s e  fron n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n s  

o r  f r o m  s k i n  c o l o u r  b u t  f rom t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p o s i t i o n s  of these 

~ t h n i c  and r a c i a l  g r o u p s  w i t h i n  t h e  o v e r a l l  s a c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  

m a t r i x ,  

I n  t h s  c o u r s e  o f  the a b o v e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  

l a r g e  p o c k e t s  o f  u r b a n  p o v a r t y  was m e n t i o n s d  a s  o n e  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  

u r b a n  crisis, T h e  s o c i a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  

p o o r  t h r o u g h  w e l f a r e ,  p o l i c i n q  a n d  o t h e r  s o r v i c 2 s  i s  a severe  

d r a i n  on  a l r e a d y  d e p l e t a d  c i t y  revenues. Urban r e n 3 w a l  

p r 3 g r a m m a s  had the effect of ref o c a t i n g  r a t h e r  t h a n  r z m o v i n g  

p o v a r t y  a n d  t h e  e x i s t e n c 2  of l a r g e  g r o u p s  of u n e m p l o y e d  p e o p l e  

p o s e d  a  t h r e a t  t o  t h ?  f i x e d  c a p i t a l  l o c a t e d  i n  downtown a r e a s .  

j B a r v e p ,  1973,, 0 C o n n o r ,  1973., H i l l ,  l 9 7 5 ) ,  T h i s  r e v i e w  now 

t u r n s  t o  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  o n %  d o m i n a n t  i n t s p r 3 t a t i o n  o f  t h e  

c a u s e s  f o r  p e r s i s t e n t  p o v e r t y  a n d  t h e  b e h a v i o u r  p a t t a r n s  of  p o o r  

pt.opli3. 
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7. T h e  C u l t u r e  of Poverty. 

I n  c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  l a t s  n i n e t t e n - s i x t i s s ,  t h e  dsbate o v s r  

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a * c u l t u r e  of p o v e r t y i  i a  recent y e a r s  h 3 s  

r e c e i v e d  less a t t e n t i o n ,  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h e  absence  of a mors  

c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t h 3 c r y  t o  s x p l a i n  p e r s i s t e n t  p o v s r t y  i n  ' a d v a ~ c a d  

g e s t z r n  s o c i e t i e s *  h a s  l e d  t o  p o r i o d i c  r e v i v a l s  o f  t h i s  form of 

a n a l y s i s ,  [ D e l l a  F a v e ,  1974),  

 his f o r m  o f  a n a l y s i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  d i d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  

f o r m a t i o n  of A m s r i c a n  s o c i a l  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  l a s t  decade a n d  i t  is 

a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  p r p s e n t  a r e v i e w  h z r s ,  ( iYoynihan ,  7 9 6 8 ) .  

B o r e o v e r ,  t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  a new i s s u e  of E a n t i e f d ' s  work g i v e s  

added j u s t i f i c a t i o n  t o  s u c h  a c r i t i q u a ,  { B a n f i e l d ,  1 974) , 

V a l e n t i n e  ( 1 9 6 8 )  r e c o q n i s e s  two m a j o r  s t r e a m s  i n  t h i s  

l i t e r a t u r e ;  t h e  f i r s t  is a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  Glazer a n d  Moyn ihan  a n d  

stems i n  p a r t  frorrt t h e  work of E. F r a n k l i n  F r a z i e r .  Q h s r e a s  

F r a z i e r  c o n c e i v e d  o f  b l a c k  s o c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a s  a se t  of  

r e s p o n s 2 s  t o  d i s c r i ~ i n a  t i o n ,  h e  n o n ~ t h e f  ess r e g a r d e d  t h e s l  

r e s p o n s e s  a s  d e v i s n t  o r  a s  forms of b e h a v i o u r  t o  b e  c o r r e c t e d .  

G l a z e r  a n d  ~ i o y n i h a n  c o n t i n u e  i n  t h e  p e j o r a t i v e  t r a d i t i o n  and  

a p p l y  t h e  t a m  * c u l t u r ?  of p o v e r t y *  t o  t h e  l i f e s t y l e s  of th? 

p o o r .  T h e y  focus more o n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  

life o f  t h e  p o o r  a t  t h e  s x p e n s e  of r s l a t i n g  t h a t  p o v e r t y  t o  

t h s  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t .  T h e  u s e  of a term s u c h  a s  ' c u l t u r e '  t o  refar 
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to t h e  a l m o s t  c c m p l e t o  d i s o r y a n i s a t i o n  a n d  p a t h o l o g y  d e s c r i b e d  by 

G l a z e r  a n d  Moynihar ,  seems i n a p p r o p r i a t e ,  Mora i m p o r t a n t l y ,  

hoklever ,  it w i l l  h e  shown t h a t  t h e  e l e m e n t s  of t h i s  c u l t u r ~  a re  

s i m p l e  m+?asures o f  d e v i a t i o n  f r o m  some a s s u m e d  norm, (Glazer a n d  

Moynihan ,  1963) .  

Woynihan  a r g u e s  t h a t  b l a c k  p z o p f o  a r e  more h e a v i l y  

d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  p o o r  o r i g i n a l l y  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  

h i s t o r y  of s l a v e r y  a n d  r a p i d  u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  They p e r s i s t  i n  a 

s t a t e  o f  p o v e r t y  f o r  a v a r i e t y  of r e a s o n s ,  P o o r  s c h o o l i n g  is, 

f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h 2  t y p i c a l l y  u n s t a b l e  d o m e s t i c  

existent? o f  b l a c k  p s o p l e ,  T h e  p o l i c y  r s c o m ~ e n d a t i o n s  which  

H o y n i h a n  d r e w  f r o m  h i s  a n a l y s i s  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h s  era  o f  p r o t e s t s  

was  o v e r  a n d  t h a t  n o t h i n g  more c o u l d  b e  g a i n e d  from t h a t  

a p p r o a c h .  S o l u t i o a s  w o u l d  b a  more q u i c k l y  a c h i s v e d  t h r o u g h  

s e f  f - h e l p  activity. I r o n i c a l l y  h e  h a d  e a r l i e r  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

b l a c k  p e o p l e  werg i n c a p a b l e  o f  s u c h  h e l p .  ( G l a z e r  a n d  Moynihan,  

1 , Thr? a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e s e  writers was  l i m i t e d  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  ways: 

A: I t  i n c l u d e d  t h e  u s e  of  d a t a  which were i n h e r e n t l y  b i a s s d  

and c o n s t i t u t e d  n o  more t h a n  r n e a s u r e s  o f  d z v i a t i o n  f r o m  a n  

a s s u m e d  norm, 8:  It f a i l  e d  t o  s e e k  e v i d e n c e  o f  o r q a n i s a t i o n  o r  

t o  i n t e r p r e t  s o c i a l  b e h a v i o u r  and a t t i t u d e s  a s  r a t i o n a l  r e s p o n s e s  

t;n a p a r t i c u l a r  p l a c e  i n  soc iq ty .  C:  A n a l y s i s  t e n d e d  t o  
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c o n c e n t r a t e  on t h e  i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e  of th; u l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  t o  

t h e  n x c f u s i o n  of i t s  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  t h ~  o v e r a l l  s o c i e t y ,  

The s ~ c o n d  stream i s  b e s t  e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  t h e  ssorks o f  Oscar 

L s w i s  who a t t e a p t s  t o  v i e w  t h ?  life style of t h e  p o o r  a s  

a d a p t a t i o n s  t o  a *life s i - t u a t l i o n l ,  L e w i s  m a i t i t a i n e a  t h a t ,  t h e  

d i f f z r i n g  p e r s p e c t i v e s  f rom which p e o p l e  viewed t h e  p o o r  Nor+ 

a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  a  f a i l  u r e  t o  r e c o g n i s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  h e t w ~ e n  

p o v e r t y  PER SE,  and t h e  c u l t u r e  of p o v e r t y .  He s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

f o r  c e r t a i n  g m u p s  of p o o r  p -?op le  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  p o v e r t y  

i n c l u d 3 d  a s u b c u l t u r e  with Its own s t r u c t u r e  a n d  r a t i o n a l e ,  a  

way of  l i f e  p a s s e d  down from g e n e r a t i o n  t o  g e n e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  

f a m i l y .  T h i s  s u b c u l t u r e ,  h e  s u g g e s t e d ,  is mos t  p r e v a l e n t  wher2 a  

c a s h  economy ~ s t i v a t e d  b y  p r o f i t  e x i s t s ;  where t h e r e  is h i g h  

unsmployment  a n d  low wages a n d  a l a c k  of b a s i c  s e r v i c e s .  Oeh2r  

c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s  i n c l u d e  a  s o c i e t y  w h e r e i u  t h e  d o m i n a n t  

v a f u a s  stress upward  m o b i l i t y  a n d  b lame  low s t a t u s  o n  i n d i v i d u a l  

b e h a v i o u r  , 

An i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  o f  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  is t h e  means b y  which 

the culture o f  p o v e r t y  a l l e g g d l y  r e p r ~ d u c e s  itself, T h i s  

r e p r o d u c t i o n  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  t h ~ o u g h  a s o c i a f i s a t i o n  p r o c e s s  s o  

c o a p l e t e  t h a t  t h 2  s u c c e e d i n g  g e n e r a t i n n s  a r e  i n c a p a b l e  of t a k i n g  

s d v a n t a g e  of i m p r o v e d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  c u l t u r e  is t o  

h s  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a set of r e s p o n s e s ,  L e w i s  r e g a r d s  c o n s c i o u s  
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f o r m a l  o r  i n f o r m a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a s  f o r e i q n  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t .  Xhere 

ther2 is h i g h  f a c i a l  o r  2thn2.c h o m o g e n e i t y ,  the p o s s i b i f i t y  of 

g r o u p  c o n s c i o u s c s s s  o r  a u a r e n 2 s s  is g r e a t e r  a n d  s u c h  a w a r e n e s s  

s rodes  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  p o v e r t y .  Once p o l i t i c a l  o r  r e l i y i o u s  

n r q a n i s a t i o n  d e v e l o p s ,  t h e  s oc i a l  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o r e  of t h c  

c u l t r i r c ?  b e g i n s  t o  b r e a k  down, Ths  c i v i l  r i g h t s  movemotit i n  t h a  

U . S . A .  had t h i s  effect .  

T h r o u g h  t h e  wel fare  s y s t e m ,  a d v a n c e d  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  

h a v ~  d i m i n i s h e d  t h e  s x t e n t  of t h e  c u l t u r e  of p o v e r t y  a n d  

s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  ( h e  c i t e s  C u b a ) ,  h a v e  a l s o  a c h i e v e d  t h i s  by 

i n v o l v i n g  t h e  p o o r  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  m a k i n g  p r o c e s s .  T h 2  c u l t u r ~  

of p o v e r t y  t y p i c a l l y  i n c l u d e s  a r a p i d  t u r n o v e r  of p a r t i c i p a n t s  

~herever it is s i t u a t e d  

L e w i s  a r r i v s s  a t  h i s  f r a ~ o w o r k  t h r o u g h  c a r 2 f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  

o f  t h e  b i o g r a p h i e s  of p e o p l e  1 i v i n g  i n  the c u l t u r e  of p o v s r t y ,  

Wo i n d i c a t i o n  is g i v e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  of t h o  p r o c e s s  o f  a b s t r a c t i n g  t o  

a g e n e r a l  f r a m e w o r k  from t h e s e  few case studies, V a l e n t i n e  

d i s c c ~ v s r s d  a f t e r  a c a r e f u l  s c r u t i n y  o f  o n 2  o f  L ~ w i s * ~  v o r k s  t h a t  

We h a v e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  of LA YfDA presented i n  t u r n  
a s  : ( 1 )  t y p i c a l  of the c u l t u r *  of t h s  p o o r ;  ( 2 )  
f o l l o w i n g  o n  a  l i f e - s t y l e  of  unknown f r e q u e n c y  and  
d i s t r i b u t i o n ;  (3) d e z p l y  a f f e c t e d  by  a s p e c i a l i s e d  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  p a t t e r n  c o n f i n e d  tz~ one third of t h e  
c o m m u n i t y ;  (41 c h a r a c t e r i s s d  b y  a n  extreme derrianccl 
u n i q u e  i n  t h e i r  c h r o n i c l e r ' s  s x p n , r i e ~ c e ,  a n d  ( 5 )  
s p a n n i n g  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  t h o  u p p e r  a n d  lower 



c l a s se s  b o t h  i n  w e a l t h  and i n  family 
p a t t e r n s , .  . . . . . . . T h e s e  d i f  f i c u l t i s s  mere1 y 
i l l u s t r a t ~  t h e  b r o a d e r  p r o b l e m  o f  d i s c 9 r n i n g  c l e a r  
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  case h l s t a r i z s  on t h e  
one h a n d  a n d  t h e  a b s t r a c t i o n  o f  t h ?  c u l t u r e  of 
p o v e r t y  on  t h e  o t h e r .  ( V a l e n t i n e ,  1968:  54). 

L e w i s  p r o v i d e s  no c o n t e x t ,  no  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  mater ial  

c o n d i t i o n s  of t h 2  broader  s o d s t y  a n d  c o n s z q u e n t l y  h i s  a r g u m e n t s  

t a k e  on  the f o r m  of 3 s s e r t i o n .  He i m p l i e s ,  f o r  example, t h a t  t h e  

l e v e l  of o p p o r t u n i t y  a v a i l a b l e  t o  p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  c u l t u r e  of 

p o v e r t y  i s  now f a r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  i t  was a n d  f u r t h e r ,  t h a t  i t  is 

t h e  i n t a r g e n e r a t i o n a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n  o f  v a l u e s  which p r e v e n t s  t h e i r  

b e i n g  t a k e n  a d v a n t a g 2  o f .  H E  o f f s f s ,  however ,  n o  s u b s t ~ n t i v e  

a v i d e n c a  f o r  t h i s  i m p r o v e m e n t .  H e  s t r e s s e s  t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r e  of 

p o v e r t y  and  n o t  p o v e r t y  i t se l f  nleds m o s t  u r g e f i t  c o r r e c t i o n ,  

A p p a r e n t l y ,  a t  o n e  l e v 4  h e  sees c o n s e n s u a l  m a r r i a g e ,  a h i g h  

p r o p o r t i o n  of  female headed fami l ies ,  i n a b i l i t y  .kn p l a n  f o r  t h e  

f u t u r e  etc. a s  a d a p t a t i o n s  t o  a s i t u a t i o n  while, a t  a n o t h e r  

l e v e l ,  by  a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  c o r r e c t i o n  of  t h i s  b e h a v i o u r ,  h? 

i n t s r p r e t s  t h e &  a s  d e v i a t i o n s  froa a norm t h a t  m u s t  h 2  

m a i n t a i n e d ,  

B a n f i e l d  h a s  e i a p l o y e d  a  v a r i a t i o n  o f  t h i s  c u l t u r o  o f  p o v z r t y  

a ~ p r ~ a c h  a n a l y s i s  i n  h i s  recent work. { B a n f i e l d ,  1 9 7 4 ) .  Eie 

a a i n t a i n s  t h a t  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n  u r b a n  c r i s i s  is 

m i s p l a c e d  and  a r i s e s  n e r e l y  from the i n c r e a s i n g  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

S s t v a e n  r i s i n g  e x p e c t a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  ' r o d 1  p r o g r e s s  o f  s o c i @ t y S v  
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M o r e o v e r ,  a c c o r d l c g  t o  B a n f i ~ l d ,  r e a l  crises o c c u r  o n l y  i n  t w o  

s p h e r e s :  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  welfare of i n t i i v i d u a f s  and t h e  good 

h e a l t h  o f  s o c i e t y .  A p r o b l e m  i n  t h e  f o r m e r  c o m p r i s e s  a n y t h i n g  

t h a t  may c a u s e  p r e m a t u r e  d e a t h  o r  q r i ~ v ~ u s  s o r r o w  vhila a  probleiin 

i n  t h e  l a t t e r  o f  t h e  t w o  s p h e r e s  would  entail t h e  c u r t a i l i n g  of 

t h e  s o c i e t y ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t s o l f  a s  a g o i n g  c3ncsrc w i t h  

i t s  ' d e m o c r a t i c  a n d  free i n s t i t u t i o n s * .  Th? p r o b l e m s  which 

n o r m a l l y  c o n c e r n  g e o g r a p h e r s ,  { f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t r a f f i c  c o n g e s t i s n ) ,  

f a l l  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g  o f  ' a m e n i t y  a n d  c o m f o r t . #  T h e  

r e a l  p r ~ b l e m s  b e i n g  l o c a t e d  f o r  t h e  mos t  p a r t  i n  ths i n n e r  a r z a s  

o f  l a r g e  c i t i e s ,  the u r b a n  c r i s i s  carL be r e d u c e d  t o  ar! 

' I n n e r - b i g - c i t y  c r i s i s t ,  

H a v i n g  p r e s e n t e d  a g e n e r a l i s e d  m o d e l  of u r b a n  d a v e l o p m e n t ,  

B a n f i e l d  i n t r o d u c s s  the c o n c e p t s  o f  r a m  and c l a s s  t o  e x p l a i n  

v a r i a t i o n s  t h a t  o c c u r  i n  m e t r o p o l i t a n  g r o w t h .  T h e  criterion f o r  

d e f i n i n g  c l a s s  b ~ p s t  s u i t e d  t o  B a n f i e l d a s  i n t e n t i o ~ l  ( v i z . ;  s o c i a l  

a n a l y s i s  f r o m  a  p o l  icy o r i e n t t d  s t a n d p o i n t )  , i s  t h e  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n  of p e o p l e  t o w a r d  t h e  f u t u r a ,  

 ist tinct p a t t e r n s  of a t t i t u d e s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r  a r e  
c o n s e q u e n c s s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  time o r i e n t a t i o n s .  
[Ran field, 1974: 54) . 

F u t u r e - o r i e n t a t i o n  is n o t  e a s y  t o  e x p l a i n  a n d  h e  m a i n t a i n s  

t h e s e  a re  two c o n f l i c t i n g  t h e o r i e s ;  s o c i a l  h e r e d i t y  a n d  s o c i a l  

m a c h i n e r y .  The f o r m e r  is a culture o f  p o v a r t y  a p p r o a c h  a f t e r  t h e  



f s s h i o n  o f  sewis. It s n g g e s t s  t h a t  h ~ p e l e s s n e s s  a n d  i n a b i l i t y  t c  

a c h i e v e  upward  m o b i l i t y  a r i s e s  f rom s o c i a l i s a t i ~ n  a n d  t h e  

t r a n s m i s s i o n  of  v a l u e s .  T h e  l a t t e r  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  e a c h  s u c c ~ ; ? e d i n g  

q e n e r a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h e  same f r u s t r a t i o n  o f  a m b i t i o n  

i n d e p e n d z n t l y ,  B a n f i e l d  r e f u s e s  t o  p r z j u d g e  th? i s s u z  h u t  l a t e r  

i n  t h e  t e x t  h e  writes 

S l u m  a p a t h y  t e n d s  to i n h i b i t  the i n d i v i d u s l .  f r o m  
p u t t i n g  f o r t h  s u f f i c i e n t  e f f o r t  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  l o c a l  
communi ty ,  They may p r o t s s t  a n d  t h e y  may b l a m e  t h e  
s l u m  e n t i r e l y  o n  t h e  o u t s i d e  world, but a t  th.3 same 
time they r e ~ a i n  a p a t h e t i c  a b o u t  wha t  t h e y  c o u l d  
t h e l a s e l v e s  d o  t o  change  t h e i r  w o r l d .  ( B a n f i e l d ,  
1 9 7 4 ,  72) , 

I n  this way, B a n f i e l d  focusses h i s  a n a l y s i s  and 

r a s p o n s i b i h i t y  f o r  c o n d i t i o n s  of p o v q r t y  o n  t h e  poor t h e m s e l v e s .  

Hr re jx t s  t h e  t m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  m a c h i n e r y ,  i , e . ,  of t h e  

b r o a d e r  c o n t e x t  of p o v l r t y ,  

Banfieldts t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  w o r k i n g ,  m i d d l e  a n d  u p p e r  

c l a s s e s  r e v o l v e s  a r o u n d  degrees of v a r i a t i o n  b e t w e e n  them r 3 t h e r  

t h a n  on t h e  s p e c i f i c  q u a l i t i e s  by m e a n s  of w h i c h  h e  i s o l a t e s  t h e  

l o w e r  class.  (See E l a n f i e l d ,  1976: 61/63) . 13.3 d e s c r i b e s  a 

member sf t h e  w o r k i n g  c l a s s  a s  o n s  who d o 3 s  n o t  i n v e s t  

3s h e a v i l y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  n o r  i n  s o  d i s t a n t  a f u t u r e  
3 s  d o e s  t h e  m i d d l e  c l a s s  on?. Hs s x p e c t s  t o  be a n  
o l d  man by t h e  time h e  is f i f t y ,  a n d  h i s  tima 
h o r i z o n  is f i x e d  a c c o r d i n q l y .  i l l s o  h e  h a s  l e s s  
c o n f i d e n c e  t h a n  t h e  m i d d l z  c l a s s  i n d i v i d u a l  i n  h i s  
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a b i l i t y  t o  s h a p e  t h z  f u t u r e  a n d  h a s  a s t r o n g e r :  
s e n s e  o f  h v i n g  a t  t h e  mercy  cf f a t e ,  a p o w e r  
strtlctiiri3 and. oth?r u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  forces, 
( B a n f i e l d ,  1974: G I ) ,  

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  

, . , . t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  mi3dle-classi  S i c a t i o n . .  . . is 
u n d o u b t e d l y  c o n t i n u i n g  a t  a n  a c c e l e r a t i n g  r a t e  a n d  
w i l l  i n  a few ~ E C ~ ~ S S  have  r ~ d u c e d  th* w o r k i n g  
c l a s s  t o  a  v e r y  smal l  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  w h o l e  
p o p u l a t i o n .  ( I b i d :  7 4 ) .  

P r e s u m a b l y  t h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  t h e  time p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  w o r k i n q  

c l a s s  p e o p l 2  is a m e n a b l e  t o  e a s y  e x t e n s i o n ,  b u t  a s  t o  t h e  r s a s o n s  

f o r  this f o r t u n a t e  (?)  condition, B a n f i e l d  i s  n ~ t  s u r p r i s i r i g f y  

s F 1 2 n t .  

B a n f i e f  d*s classes  sre p u r e l y  d e s c r i p t i v z .  T h e y  d o  n o t  

refer t o  g r o u p s  w i t h  s p e c i f i c  cr h i s t o r i c a l  r ~ l e s .  M o r w v e r ,  

R a n f i e l d  does n o t  i n v e s t i g a t e  the p r o c z s s e s  t h a t  g a v e  r i s e  t o  t h e  

classes h e  d e s c r i b e s ;  h e  cannot s x p l a i n  m a s s i v e  i n t e r - c l a s s  

m o b i l i t y  nor d o e s  h e  j u s t i f y  h i s  c r i t e r i a  o f  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  T h e  

f l i s t r i b u t i s n  of power is unmentioned, and s o ,  03" assumEs is n o t  

c o n s i d a r e d  t o  be  o f  a n y  c o n s e q u e n c e  to t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  (See 

P e r l o ,  1975: 120 et ssq) . 

As b l a c k  p ? o p l e  a r e  h e a v i l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  B a n f i e l d ' s  l o w e r  

class, t h e i r  p a s i t i o c  w i t h i n  s o c i e t y  m u s t  be d x p l n i n e d  f i rs t ,  b y  

cl a s s - c u l t u r a l .  f a c to r s ,  Any r e s i d u a l  may b e  a x p l a i n e d  b y  r a c e .  
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H e  i n s i s t s  t h a t  the j c a n s u s  n e g r o '  be  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  

' c o r n p a r a b l  e n e q r s * ,  By t h i s  i s  ureant  t h a t  when a d u c s t i o n a l  

l e v e l s  a re  h e l d  c o n s t a n t  f o r  b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s ,  t h e  d i f f e r o u c a  

i n c ~ m e  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  g r o u p s  d i m i n i s h e s .  T h u s ,  r a c i a l  

i r i e g u a l i t y  is n o t  b a s e d  on race a s  s u c h ,  b u t  3 n  e d u c a t i o n a l  

l e v e l s  ate. .  It w i l l  be r e c a l l e d  t h a t  Muth a l s o  emwloysd t h i s  

~ i p p r o a c h  i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  h o u s i n g  market, B a n f i e l d  t h e n  

a t t m p t s  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  r a c i a l  a n d  c l a s s  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  b e h a v i o u r .  

Much of w h a t  a p p e a r s  ( e s p a c i a l l y  t o  n e g r o ? s )  a s  
race p r e j u d i c e  i s  r e a l l y  c l a s s  p r e j u d i c e  or ,  a t  any 
r a t e  c l a s s  a n t i p a t h y .  S i m i l a r l y ,  much o f  what  
a p p e a r s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  to w h i t e s )  a s  n e g r o  b e h a v i o u r  
is r e a l l y  l o w e r  c l a s s  b e h a v i o u r .  T h e  l o w e r  c l a s s  
i s  r e l a t i v e l y  l a r g e  aracng n e g r o c l s ;  i t  a p p e a r s  e v e n  
l a r g e r  t h a n  it is  t o  t h o s e  w h i t s s  who f a i l  t o  
d i s t i n g u i s h  a n e g r o  who e x h i b i t s  o u t w a r d  s i g n s  -- 
l a c k  of  s k i l l ,  l o w  i n c o m e ,  s l u m  h o u s i n g ,  a n d  s o  o n  
--  which i n  a white would  mark h i m  a s  l o w e r  c l a s s ,  
f r o m  one whose  c u l t u r e  is w o r k i n g ,  m i d d l e  o r  evec  
u p p e r  c l a s s  b u t  whose  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  h a v e  h 2 e n  
l i m i t e d  b y  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  whose i n c o m e  is low, 
( R a n f l e l d ,  1374: 871, 

It is n o t  c l ea r  w h e t h e r  B a n f i e l d  b e l i ~ e s  t h a t  b l a c k s  a r 2  

h e s v i l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  t h e  l o w e r  c l a s s  b ~ c a u s e  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  

w h i c h  l e a d s  t o  g h e t t o i s a t i o n  o r ,  t h a t  b l a c k s  a r e  l o w e r  c l a s s ,  

l i v ?  i n  g h e t t o s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  i n c a p a b l e  of a c h i e v i n g  a n y t h i n g  

b e t t e r  a n d  c o n s o q u 2 n t l y ,  whi t ~ s  a r e  j u s t i f i e d  i n  t h e i r  

3 i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s ,  It is c l e a r  f r o m  h i s  

p o l i c y  p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  ha asc r ibe s  g r e a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to t h e  

l o w e r  c l a s s  f o r  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n :  



Page  59 

A v o i d  r h 5 t o r i c  t t n d i n g  t o  r a i s ~  t x p z c t a t i o n s  t o  
u n r e a l i s a b l e  113~~1s~  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  
t h a t  'socistyl (2.9, white r8cism) not:  ko is 
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  i l ls a n d  t o  exagga ra t e  b o t h  t h e  
s e r i o u s n e s s  of s o c i a l  p r o b l e m s  and  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of  f i c d i n y  s o l u t i o n s ,  [Banf i e l d ,  1974: 269) . 

Banf ields s r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  reflect a t r e n d  w h i c h  h a d  begun 

i n  t h ?  l a t e  n i n e t e e n  s i x t i e s .  T h e  t r e n d  was t o  make g h - t t o  

d w e l l e r s  a s s u m e  more r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  p r e d i c a m 3 z i t  a n d  t o  

i n c r 3 a s o  s o c i a l  i n v e s t m e n t  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of social e x p s n d i t u r e .  

T h e  mode l  c i t ies  prograntme a n d  b l a c k  capitalism were a p a r t  o f  

t h i s  p r o c e s s ,  ( A l l e n ,  196Y., L i p s k y  a n d  O l s o ~ ,  1976) . Tha 

c a u s e s  Tor a s h i f t  ic p o l i c y  w i l l  b e  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  

c h a p t e r .  

Before p r o c e e d i n g  t o  a r s v i e w  o f  g e o g r a p h i c a l  m a t ~ r i a f  

r e l a t ed  t o  t h e  g h e t t o ,  i t  is n e c e s s a r y  t o  d w a l l  b r l ~ f l y  o n  o n e  

o ther :  e x p l a n a t i o n  of p e r s i s t e n t  raciaf i n e q u a l i t y .  T h i s  is t h e  

' l a b o u r  m i s m a t c h *  a n a l y s i s  o f  s u c h  writers a s  H a r r i s o n  

a n d  Kain .  

8, L a b o u r  M i s m a t c h .  

H a r r i s o n  h a s  t h o r o u g h l y  r e v i e w e d  t h e  e v i d e n c e  put f o r t r a r d  i n  

s u p p o r t  of s t a t s ~ i l o r ~ t s  t h a t  job o p p o r t u n i t i e s  ar;.! mcving  away f r o @  

t h s  c i t y  c e n t r e ,  ( ~ a f r i s o n  and  V i e t o r i t z ,  7970, ,  H a r r i s o n ,  

1 9 7 4 ) .  ~ r i t e r s  s u c h  a s  K a i n  (19691, p r o p o s e s  t h a t  t h e  l a c k  o f  
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a c c ~ s s i b i l i t y  o f  i n n 3 s  c i t y  g h e t t o  d w e l l e r s  t 3  t h e  u n s k i l l e d  a s d  

s e m i - s k i l l e d  j o b s  f o r  which t h e y  a r e  s u i t e d ,  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  h i g h  

l e v e l  o f  g h e t t o  u n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  g e n e r a t e s  u r b a n  s t r i f e .  

E x i s t i n g  s k i l l e d  j o b s  i n  the downtown a r e a  a r e  s e e n  a s  t h e  

pres5rve o f  t h 2  s u b u r b a n  commute r .  This ' l a b o u r  m i s m a t c h s  o r  

' i l u a l  l a b o u r  r n a r k + t t  i s  p o s i t s d  a s  t h e  r o o t  c a u s e  of r a c i a l  

d i s c r i f ~ i n a t i o n .  However ,  as  ~ a r r i s o n  p o i n t s  o u t ,  t h e  e v i d a n c a  

d o e s  n o t  c o r r o b o r a t e  t h i s  view a s  a g e n e r a l l y  a c c u r a t e  o n 2 .  

,,,*[W]e a l s o  f o u n d  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h o s e  j ab s  
w h i c h  do r e m a i n  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  c i t y  d o  n o t  r 3 q u i . r ~  
e x t e n s i v e  s k i l l s ,  Q u i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t e ;  p e r h a p s  7 % 
o f  t h e  nnw jobs d e v e l o p e d  ir, t h e  mid-196 s were of 
t h e  u n s k i l l e d  and  s e m i - s k i l l e d  c a t e g o r i e s ,  
W o r e o v e r ,  c e n t r a l  c i t y  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n s  h a v e  
s u b u r b a n i s e d  much more r a p i d l y  t h a n  c a ~ t r a l  c i t y  
j o b s ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  e x c e s s  s u p p l y  o f  c e n t r a l  c i t y  
l a b o u r  is not n e a r l y  s o  g r e a t  a s  h a d  b e e n  i m a g i n e d .  
[ H a r r i s o n ,  1974: 76) . 

H a r r i s o n  g o e s  f u r t h e r  a n d  cites Pr2e iuan  t o  s u p p o r t  a n  

a r g u m e n t  t h a t  t h e  

g r o w t h  In c e n t r a l  c i t y  j o b s  t h a t  h a s  t a k e n  p l a c e  i n  
r e c s n t  y e a r s  h a s  n o t  been n o t i c e a b l y  skswed i n  
f a v o u r  o f  t h e  h i q h l y  s k i l l e d  w h i t e  c o l l a r  j o b s ,  a s  
h a s  b e e n  f ~ a r e d .  I n  f a c t  t h e r o  h a s  bzec  s u f f i c i e n t  
g r o w t h  i n  t h e  s e m i - s k i l l e d  a n d  l o w e r - s k i l l e d  j o b s  
t o  a c c o m o d a t e  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e d  i n  
c e n t r a l  c i t i e s  i f  i& f a c t  t h e  j cbs  h a d  g o n e  t o  
them.  ( F r e e m a n ,  1970, c i t d  i n  H a r r i s o n ,  1974: 
59) . 

w h e r e a s  H a r r i s o n  aqrees w i t h  t h e  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  

l e s s e r - s k i l l e d  job o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a r e  g r o w i n g  i n  t h e  s u b u r b s  a n d  
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t h a t  much i n n e r - c i t y  employinant is b e i n g  enjoyed b y  

n o n - r e s i d e n t s ,  h e  c o n t e ~ d s  t h a t  g r o w t h  i n  e m p l o y m e n t  i s  

c o n t i n u i n g  i n  t h e  downtown areas,  He i d e a t i f i a s  t h e  

n o n - p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of i n n e r - c i  t y  m i n o r i t i e s  as  t h e  e s s e n c e  of t h e  

i n n e r - c i t y  p r o b l e m ,  T h e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  e m p l o y m e n t  s t r u c t u r e s  among 

c i t i e s  o f  d i f f e r i n g  s i z e s  and ages l e a d s  him t o  a critic is^ o f  

* e i t h e r - o r  s o l u t i o n s .  H e  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  s h o u l d  be 

d e v e f o p d  w i t h  sreater c o n c e r n  for t h e  p a r t i c u l a r i t i e s  o f  e a c h  

s p e c i f i c  s i t u a t i o n .  ( H a r r i s o n ,  1974: 63/79)  . 

H a r r i s o n ,  k o w e v a r ,  d o t s  n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  a s s e s s  the Ames ican  

c e n s u s  b u r e a u ' s  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  l a b o u r  f n r c e .   his is of 

qreat  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  

l a b o u r  f o r c e  a n d  o f  t h e  prcessas w h i c h  g e n e r a t e  c h a n g e  w i t h i n  t h e  

l a b o u r  f o r c e .  {See B r a v e r m a n ,  1 9 7 4 ) .  T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 

i n d u s t r y  o r  of c a p i t a l  i n  g e n e r a l  and  t h e  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

r e p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  l a b o u r  force r e m a i n  o u t s i d e  t h e  scope of 

H a r r i s o n %  a n a l y s i s  d e s p i t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of t h e  d a t a  b r o u g h t  

t o g e t h e r  by H a r r i s o n  t o  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  

I n t ? r e s t i n q l p ,  H a r r i s o n  h a s  s p e c u l a t e d  on t h e  p a r a l l 9 1  s 

b e t w e e n  c h r o n i c a l l y  u n d e r e m p l o y e d  g r o u p s  i n  v a r i o u s  a d v a n c e d  

w e s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s .  H e  h a s  c o m p a r e d  ths b l a c k  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  

A m e r i c a n  g h e t t o s  t o  t h e  n a t i v e  I n d i a n s  a n d  Maritimers i n  Canada .  

C l e a r l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  b 3 t w e e n  t h e s e  g r o u p s  b u t  



l-hi-, s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  s i m i l a  r f o r m s  of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  

unemployment e x i s k  i n  d i f f e r m t  c o u n t r i e s  p o i n t s  t o w a r d  a for@ of 

a n a l y s i s  t h a t  f o c u s s e s  more c l  o s e l y  on  s i m i l a r i t i e s  of e c o n o m i c  

o r g a n i s a t i m  r a t h e r  than t h e  p a r t i c u l a r i  ti2s of l a b o u r  f o r c e  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  b y  r ace .  ( P e r s o n a l  comaun i c a t i o n )  

H a r r i s o n ' s  r i g o r o u s  a t t s n  t i o n  to l a b o u r  force p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

and  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  f o r m a t i o n  is t y p i c a l  of t h e  mors  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  

a p p r ~ a c h e s  t o  t h e  u r b a n  g h e t t o  problem. S u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  r i o t s  

o f  t h e  mid-1960s ,  t h e  R e r n e r  c o m m i s s i o n  r e p o r t ,  a n d  t h e  

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  b l a c k  u r b a n  r e v o l t  a s  a  a a t + r i a f  t h r e a t  a n d  a s  a 

r e a l  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e ,  u r b a n  i n s t i t u t e s  were f u n d e d  and  d e v a l o p e d  

f o r  t h e  e x p r e s s  p u r p o s e  o f  l e a r n i n g  how t o  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  t h r e a t .  

A few g e o g r a p h e r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s  s e a r c h  f o r  t o o l s  t o  s o l v e  

t h e  r a c i a l  i n n e r - c i t y  ~ r o b l e m .  They significantly r e o r i e n t e d  t h e  

t h r u s t  o f  g e o g r a p h i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  g h e t t o .  T h e  f i n a l  

s e c t i o n  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  d e a l s  w i t h  two of t h e s ~  writers. 

9. Geography  o f  t h e  G h e t t o ,  

A.  R i c h a r d  M o r r i l ,  

In 1965 ,  R o r r i l l  p u b l i s h e d  a n  a r t i c l z  o n  the g e o g r a p h y  of 

t h e  g h e t t o .  It was  r e g a r d e d  a s  
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,.., a  b e n c h m a r k  for  it is t a c i t l y  a d d r e s s y d  t o  a 
c o n t e m p o r a r y  A r n ~ r i c a n  p r o b l e m  -- t h e  t x p a n d i n g  
n e g r o  g h e t t o ,  %'his s t u d y  is d y n a ~ i c  i n  t h a t  ghetto 
e x p a n s i o n  is v i e w e d  a s  a s p a t i a l  p r o c e s s  of 
d i f f u s i o n ,  It is  a l s o  s o c i a l l y  r e l * v a n t  b e c a u s e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s  t o  o f f s e t  f u t u r e  g h e t t o  a x p a n s i o n  a r e  
s o u g h t .  ( D e s k i n s ,  1969: 747) . 

T h e  a t t e n t i o n  of g e o g r a p h e r s  d i d  n o t  s h c f t  t o  a n y  

s i g n i f  i c a a t  e x t e n t  t o w a r d s  t h e  g h e t t o  s u s e q u e n t  t o  t h i s  

* b e n c h m a r k , *  Most  o f  the * s o c i a l l y  r e l e v a n t *  l i t e r a t a r ?  o n  t h e  

g h e t t o  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  u n t i l  t h e  s e v a n t i e s  b y  d h i c h  time thl ;  black 

u r b a n  r i o t s  h a d  all b u t  ended .  Even  t o d a y ,  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  e m a n a t e  

from a smal l  number  of writers among whoiu Rcse a n d  M o r r i f P  a r e  

t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t .  

H o r r i l l  r e f i n e d  h i s  1965 w o r k  and p r e s e n t e d  a t h r e e - s t a g a  

g e o g r a p h i c  p e r s p ~ c t i v e  on  t h e  b l a c k  g h e t t o .  ( M o r r i l l  i n  Rose a n d  

M c C o n n e l l ,  1972)  . H e  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  t h e  dzcreasz i n  s o u t h e r n  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a b o u r  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t h e  o p p r e s s e d  c o n d i t i o n  af 

b l a c k  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  s o u t h  a n d  t h e  l a b o u r  r i t l q u i r z m e n t s  of n o r t h e r r ?  

i n d u s t r y  were the p r i n c i p l e  c a u s e s  o f  b l a c k  S o u t h  t o  N o r t h  

m i g r a t i o n .  H e  i n i t i a l l y  t r e a t s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of t h e  m i g r a n t s  

t o  t h e  n o s t h e r n  u r b a n  s o c i e t y  a s  a t y p i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c  

a n d  c u l t u r a l  e t h n i c  s u b j u q a t i o n  o f  t h e  typa e x p 2 r i e n c s d  by most 

i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  U.5. . R e c o g n i s i n g  t h a t  t h e  black 

q h e t t o  h a s ,  u n l i k e  others, p e r s i s t e d  and  does  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  bs 

d i s i n t e g r a t i n g ,  he  p r o p o s e s  t h r e e  r a a s o n s  f o r  t h i s :  { I f  T h e  

sheer  s i z e  o f  t h e  m i g r a n t  g r o u p ,  c o u p l 2 d  w i t h  t h e  sp32d  u f  i ts 
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~ o v e m e n t ,  p r e v e n t e d  a n y  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t o t a l  a b s o r p t i o n  o r  e q u a l  

o p p o r t u n i t y .  (2)  By f a r  t h e  main r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of 

t h e  black g h e t t o ,  is  t h e  s i m p l e  f a c t  o f  b l a c k n e s s .  

A l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  w h i t e  p o p u l a t i s n  h a s  a 2  
i n g r a i n e d  f e a r  a n d  d i s t r u s t  of b l a c k s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  
are  p h y s i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  i n  s u c h  a n  o b v i o u s  a n d  
v i s i b l e  way, (I bid:  33) . 

[3)  T h s  t h i r d  r e a s o n  g i v e n  is t h e  s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  communi ty  

which h a s  r e s u l t s d  from i s o l a t i o n  and s e g r e g a t i o n .  T h i s  h a s  l e d  

t 3  a p a r t i c u l a r  b l a c k  Amer ican  s u b c u l t u r e  and ,  among a  m a j o r i t y  

o f  B l a c k s ,  a  p r ~ f e r e n c e  f o r  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  g h e t t o .  

I n  his s e c o n d  s t a g e ,  H o r r i l f  s e t s  o u t  t o  e x a m i n e  how t h e  

m a s s i v e  m Z g r a t i o n  g a s  a b s o r b e d  t h r o u g h  g h e t t o  e x p a n s i o n ,  H i s  

t eods l  is f o u n d e d  o n  a set  of p r i n c i p l e  s c t o r s  w i t h  c o n f f t i c t i n j  

g o a l s ,  T h e s e  i n c l u d l  black a n d  w h i t e  f a m i l i e s ,  b lack  a n d  v h i t e  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  m e d i a  t h e  r e a l  es tate  i n d u s t r y ,  f i n a n c i a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  and g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  g o s l s  se t  by t h e s e  a c t o r s  f r ~ i t h  

the e x c e p t i o n s  o f  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a n d  

g ~ v e r n n e n t )  a r e  i n t g g r s t i o n  o r  s e g r e g a t i o n  b a s e d  o n  t h e  d e s i r e  

e i t h 9 r  t o  m a i n t a i n  o r  t o  i m p r o v e  h o u s i n q  q u a l i t y  a n d  p r o p e r t y  

v a l u e s  i n  a communi ty ,  Hor r i f l ,  identifies t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

f i n a n c e  and  r e a l  e s t a t e  w i t h  t h e  m a i n t s n a n c e  of s p a t i a l  

s e g r e g a t i o n  i n t e n d e d  t o  m i n i m i s e  areas o f  con•’ l i c t .  H e  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  
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t h a  behaviour of t h @  r e a l  e s t a t e  industry r e f l zc t s  
t h e  v i e w s  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of a n  area.  ( I b i d :  
4 2 ) .  

T h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  i n  a o r r i l g s  s chema ,  r 2 s p o n d s  t o  t h e  o t h e r  

a c t o r s ,  q i v i n g  g r e a t e s t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h o s e  a c t o f s  w i t h  g r e a t e s t  

power .  

w i t h i n  t h i s  f r a m e w o r k  a mode l  o f  t h e  s p a t i a l  d i f f u s i o n  of 

t h e  g h e t t o  is presented. B a r r i e r s  t o  movement a r e  c o m b i n e d  i n t o  

a  c o m p o s i t e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of n o t  moving w h i c h  r r a r i e s  b y  c l a s s  of 

mover ,  d e s t i n a t i o n  a rea  a n d  m o t i v a t i o n  of t h e  mDver. T h i s  

c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  t h i r d  stage o f  h i s  a n a l y s i s .  

His f r a m e w o r k  may be s u m m a r i s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  manner, An 

i n g r a i n e d  r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  blacks o n  the p a r t  o f  w h i t e s  

led t o  c u l t u r a l  a n d  s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  when l a r g e  g r o u p s  o f  

b l a c k s  migrated N o r t h .  T h i s  s e g r e g a t i o n  h a s  been  m a i n t a i n e d  

p a r i c u l a r l y  b y  the h o u s i n q  m a r k e t  w h i c h  is i n  t u r n  m e r e l y  

r e s p o n d i n g  t o  t h e  d e s i r e s  of o r d i n a r y  poople ,  C o n v i n c e d  t h a t  

r a c i s t  a t t i t u d e s  w i l l  n o t  d i s a p p e a r ,  h e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  

o b j e c t i v e s  o f  the B l a c k  P o w e r  movement a r 2  t h e  o n l y  s o u r c e  of 

h o p e  f o r  black people .  Iie sees Black P o w e r  a s  a n  a t t e m p t  ' t o  

f o s t e r  b l a c k  o u c e r s h i p  I n  a n d  c c n t r o l  of b l ack  c o m m u n i t i e s . *  

[ I b i t l :  53) .  D e s p i t e  t h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a s e p a r a t e  b l a c k  

c o m a u n i t y ,  M o r r i l l  t h e n  e x p r e s s e s  concern o v e r  the t e n s i o n s  of a 

p l u r a l  s o c i e t y  w h i c h  c o n t a i c s  a b l a c k  s u b - c u l t u r e .  kiis f i n a l  



proposal.  is t o  work  t o w a r d s  a s i t u a t i o n  wherein w h i t 2 s  w i l l  

a c c e p t  b l a c k s  a s  e q u a l .  T h e  a c h i e v e m a n t  o f  t h i s  e n d  w i l l  r e q u i f e  

b l a c k s  t o  forfeit t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  s u b - c u l t u s e .  

M o r r i l l  Is t r e a t i s e  is f o u n d e d  o n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  i n g r a i n e d  

r a c i a l  p r e  j u d i c f .  T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n  a n d  

c o n  t e x t u a l i s a t i o n  o f  these a t t i t u d e s  is, h o w e v e r ,  a b s e n t  front his 

work, It s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  p e r i o d s  o f  close 

c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  l a r g e  g r o u p s  o f  b l a c k  a n d  B h i t e  people, 

( S a c o u t o s ,  l96O., S t e i n ,  I%'@). 

D e a l i n g  w i t h  t h 9  c o n t e a p o r a r y  r a c i a l  d i c h o t o m y ,  M o r r i l l  

c o n f i n e s  h i m s e l f  t o  the h o u s i n g  m a r k e t  when a t t e m p t i n g  t o  e x p l a i n  

t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  t h s  g h e t t o .  The r e a d e r  is l a f t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e  which  M o r r i l l  i g n o r e s .  

C l e a r l y ,  t h o  p r o b l e m  c a n n o t  bo r e d u c e d  t o  a n  * e i t h e r - o r 9  

s t a t e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i r r i p o r t a n c e  o f  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  

x o n o n t i c  f a c t o r s ,  It  may be  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  s e e k  c o n n ~ t c t i o n s  

b e t w e e n  the two. However ,  a  Bore c o m p r ~ h s n s i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  

t h s  A m e r i c a n  l a b o u r  f o r c e  a n d  i ts t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  

war i s  n e c e s s a r y  ir. a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  a n  

a p p r o p r i a t e  s e t  of c o n c e p t s .  N o r r i l l  has,  of l a t e ,  b e g u n  o n  t h i s  

t a s k ,  {Sae E r n s t  a n d  Hugg, 1976).  Ros? ,  h o w e v e r  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  a 

more  h o l i s t i c  a ~ p r o a c h .  
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0 .  H a r o l d  Pose, 

ROSE? e s t a b l i s h e s  t h a t  t h z  " e v o l v i n g  s t a t u s  o f  u r b a n  b l a c k  

p o p u l a t i o n s  v i e w e d  f r o m  a t e r r i t c r i a l .  p e r s p e c t i v e r '  (Rose ,  1371: 

3 1 ,  is t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  h i s  work. H e  e l a b o r a t e s :  

I t  is t h e  p r i n c i p a l  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  hook  t o  
r e v i e w  how t h o  b l a c k  g h e t t o  a s  a t e r r i t o r i a l  e n t i t y  
h a s  s h a r e d  t h e  l i f e  c h a c c e s  o f  b l a c k  A m e r i c a n s  
t h r o u g h  its i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h %  L a r g e r  A m e r i c a n  
s o c i e t y .  ( 1  97 1: 1 3 ) .  

H i s  a p p r o a c h  p r o p o s s s  t h a t ,  h a v i n g  b e ~ n  e x c f u d e d  from t h e  

'garnos* o f  t h e  d o m i n a n t  s o c i e t y  a n d  F u r t h e r  h a v i n g  been  s p a t i a l l y  

c o n c s n t r a t e d  a n d  s e g r q a t e d ,  black p e o p l e  h a v e  d e v e l o p e d  a 

s u b c u l t u r e .  G h s t t o  s p a c e  is c o n s s q u e n t i p  p r e s e n t e d  a s  t h e  l o c u s  

o f  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h i s  s u b c u l t u r e  a n d  a s  t h e  s p a c e  w h i c h  h a s  

b e e n  c r e a t t d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  i s ~ f a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  e x c l u s o r y  

r e l a t i o n s  it h a s  h a d ,  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  h a v e ,  w i t h  t h e  d o m i n a n t  

s o c i e t y ,  T h e s e  e x c l u s o r y  r e l a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  b o t h  s o c i a l  a n d  

e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s .  He n o t e s  t h a t  

The e c o n o m i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  p l  s c e - b a s e d  
s p a t i a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n  l o o s e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  t h e  
g h e t t o  are a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  l e v e l  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  o f  
e m p l o y m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a v a i l a b l e ?  t o  i t s  
r e s i d e n t s ,  the e x t e n t  t o  which  t h e  f o r c e s  of 
e c o n o m i c  p r o d u c t i o n  f o u n d  t h e r e i n  l e n d  s u p p o r t  t o  
c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  and f i n a l l  y t h e  q u a l i t y  of 
c o m m e r c i a l  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  t o  g h e t t o  r e s i d e n t s .  
( R o s e ,  1971:  81 /82 )  . 
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H e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  A m a r i c a n  u r b a n  s y s t o m  h a s  b e e n  u n a b l e  

t o  s u p p l y  a n  e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w e a l t h  and t h a t  i n  t h e  

case o f  t h e  g h e t t o  t h s r e  i s  a d e f i n i t e  n e e d  f o r  i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t  

s t r a t e g i e s .  H e  m a i n t a i ~ s  t h a t  t h e  i n e q u a l i t i e s  f o u n d  i n  

c o n t e m p o r a r y  8mzrica may well i n d i c a t e  s e r i o u s  f a i l i n g s  o f  ths 

s y s t e m  i t s e l f ,  H e  d ~ 2 s  n o t  e l a b o r a t e  on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  thesz 

f a i l i n g s .  V a r i o u s  f o r m s  of s o c i a l i s i n  f o r  t h e  b l a c k  g h e t t o  a r e  

m e n t i o n e d  b u t ,  a g a i n ,  n o t  d e v s l o p e d .  

Rose is, h o w e v e r ,  c lear  a b o u t  w h a t  is wrong w i t h  r e l a t i o n s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  b l a c k  g h e t t o  a n d  t h e  larger s o c i s t y ,  H e  e x a m i n e s  t h e  

d e g r e e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  w h i c h  b l a c k s  exhibit a n d  r n l a t s s  

t h i s  t o  s o c i a l  c l a s s  d i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  b l a c k  p o p u f a t i o n .  The  

p r o v i s i o n  of m e d i c a l  a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  t o  b l a c k s  a n d  t h s  

s p e c i a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e  are c l e a r l y  o u t l i n e d .  (see 

a l s o  Cox, 1 9 7 3 ) .  Access t o  power a n d  i n f o r m a t i o n  a r e  s e e n  a s  the 

m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h i s  i m p o v e r i s h e d  s i t u a t l  o n ,  

F u n d e m e n t a l l y ,  Hose r e g a r d s  h o u s i n g  a l l o c a t i o n  a s  t h e  kay 

d e f i n i n g  c r i t e r i o n  of g h ~ t t o i s a t i o n ,  T h e  nexus of r a c i a l  

a t t i t u d e s ,  3ccsss t o  power a n d  t o  s e r v i c e s  i n  which t h e  h o u s i n g  

m a r k e t  is s e e n  t o  b e  i m b e d d e d ,  is i n  t u r n  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  a 

f r a m e w o r k  of ' s o c i a l  p l u r a l i s m f .  T h i s  h e  d e f i n e s  a s  

T h e  i n v o l u n t a r y  o p e r a t i o n  of a  set o f  forces 
d e s i g n e d  t o  m i n i m i s e  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i ~ n  and, a s  a 
c o n s e q u s n c e ,  p r o m o t e  social i s o l a t i o n ,  {Rose ,  
1969: 1 2 1 ,  
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The i n a d e q u a c y  of t h a  h o u s i n g  m a r k e t  a s  t h e  so le  c o n t r i b u t o r  

t o  g h e t t o i s a t i o n  h a s  a l r s a d y  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a l s o  h a s  the 

m i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  its o p e r a t i o n s  b y  t h e  l a n d  e c o n o m i s t s ,  a o s e  

h a s  d e v s l o p e d  a s c h e m a  w h e r e i n  t h e  e c o n o ~ i c  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  

b l a c k s ,  t h e  p o o r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s e r v i c e s  a n d  j o b  d i s c r i & i n a t i n n ,  

a r i s e  from l i m i t i n g  e fec t s  w h i c h  a  g h s t t o  u p r i n g i n g  e n t a i l s .  I n  

t h i s  serse a g h e t t o  r e p r o d u c e s  i t s e l f .  

T h e  word * i n v o l  u n t a r y f  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  

p l u r a l i s r a  w h i c h  R o s e  p r o v i d e s  ( a b o v e ) ,  is b o t h  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  

a m b i g u o u s .  O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d  i t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  d e s i r z  f o r  t h e  

s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  races a p p e a r e d  from n o w h e r e  i n t o  t h e  human 

p s y c h e  a n d  t h e  n a t u r a l  a n t i p a t h y  b e t w e e n  t h e  r aces  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  

s ~ p a r a t i o n .  On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  d e v e l o p x a e n t  

o f  s o c i e t y  i n  America c r e a t e d  r a c i a l .  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a s  a 

b y - p r o d u c t ,  T h e  f i r s t  m e a n i n g  i s  u n a c c e p t a b l e  b e c a u s e  racism 

a r i s e s  a s  a s o c i a l  phenomenon i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  a n d  

h i s t o r i c 3 1  s i t u a t i o n ,  i n d e e d  some h i s t o r i a n s  p r o p o s 5  t h a t  racism 

a n d  c a p i t a l i s i a  e v o l v e d  t o g e t h e r ,  (COK,  Ig?O., K i e r n a n ,  1969) . 
I n  a n y  c a s e  it i s  s u s c e p t i b l e  o n l y  t o  a s s e r t i o n  a n d  n o t  t o  

h i s t o r i c a l  s c i e n t i f i c  s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  u n l i k a  t h e  f a t t e r  o f  t h e  t w o  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s ,  S i m i l a r l y ,  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s s s s  w h z t h e r  

R o s e  sses r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  s e g r e g a t i ~ n  a s  a n  u n f o r t u n t e  

b y - p r o d u c t  o r  a n e c e s s a r y  c o m p o n e n t  i n  t h s  evolution of A m e r i c a n  

s o c i e t y .  T h e  f r a m e w o r k  of s o c i a l  p l u r a l i s m  a l l o w s  him to p r e s e n t  
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w h a t  h e  b e l i e v e s  t o  be a set  o f  i m p o r t a n t  r e l 3 t i o n s h i p s  betwean 

t h e  q h e t t o  a n d  the l a r g e r  communi ty .  T h e  m o t o r  force m a i n t a i n i n g  

t h e m  is a t e n d e n c y  t o  p r o m o t s  s o c i a l  i s o l a t i o n .  B u t  w h e t h e r  t h i s  

i s o l a t i o n  s e r v e s  a n y  p u r p o s e  i n  t h e  f u n c t l o n i n q  o f  the s o c i e t y  is 

n o t  q u e s t i o n e d ,  

It is s i g n i f i s i a n t  t h a t  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s o l u t i o n s  p r o p o s e d  b y  

R o s e  a r 2  v a r i o u s  o p t i o n s  o n  s p a t i a l  i n t s g r a t i o n  o r  s e g r e g a t i o n ,  

T h i s  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  g h e t t o  a s  a s p a t i a l  s n t i t y  a n d  n o t  t h e  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  r e l a t i o n s  w h i c h  g i v e  r i s e  t o  i t ,  i s  t h e  

f u n d a m e n t a l .  p r o b l e m  t o  b e  s o l v e d ,  I n p l i c L t  i n  t h e  work o f  

B o r r i l l  a s  well a s  R o s e ,  i s  a s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  w h e r e a s  a  m a t e r i a l  

b a s i s  f o z  r a c i s m  d i d  e x i s t  i n  t h e  p a s t  [ s l a v e r y ,  s h a r i . c r o p p i n g , ) ,  

t h i s  is n o  l o n g e r  t h e  case, b u t  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  a t t i t u d e s  h a v e  

p 2 r s l s t e d  beyond t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h i s  b a s i s .  T h i s  is bg no 

means  c l e a r l y  t h e  case  ( P e r f o ,  qW5),  a n d  is s u b s t a n t i a t e d  b y  

n e i t h e r  of t h e  two g s o g r a p h e r s .  

Rex h a s  s t u d i e d  t h e  u r b a n  e t h n i c  a r ea s  of E n g l a n d  a s  

s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  p l a c e s  o f  r e f u g e  f o r  t h e  i m m i g r a n t  i n  a new 

e n v i r o n m e n t ,  Local  cf u b s ,  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  r e l i g o n s  etc.,  h a v e  t h e  

z f f e c t  o f  f a c i l i t a t i n g  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  upward  m o b i l i t y  if t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  e x i s t ,  or ,  t h e y  are  t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  b a s t i o n s  of 

d e f e n c e  a n d  r e b n l l i o u s n ~ s s  a g a i n s t  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  if t h e  

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  d o  n o t  a x i s t ,  (Rex,  7 9 7 3 :  75-31), Rex r e c o g n i s $ s  



Page 71 

t h e  c o t a p l o x i t y  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  s i t u a t i n g  i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p s  i n  

t h e  s o c i a l  c l a s s  m a t r i x  of t h e  h o s t  s o c i e t y .  H e  re jects  a n  o v e r  

s i m p l i s t i c  t h e o r y  o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  c l a s s  i n  terms of one's 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  means  of p r o d u c t i o n  b u t  h e  is  c o n c e r n a 3  t o  

a r t i c u l s t e  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  f a c t o r s  o f  c o l o n i a l  ism and 

p o p u l a r  a t t i t u d e s  w i t h  t h e  i n h e r e n t l y  u n e q u a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  

s o c i e t y  i n t o  w h i c h  s u c h  g r o u p s  a r e  t h r o w n .  { i b i d :  8 1 ) .  

The  f i n a l  c h a p t e r  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  b u i l d  o n  Rex's f r a m e w o r k .  

Here i t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  the writers s e v i z v e i i  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  

have ,  l i k e  Rex, b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  with black p e o p l e  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  

f o r c s ,  w i t h  b e h a v i ~ u r  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  a i t h  t h e  p r o b l e m s  of 

p l a n n i n q  for  a * b e t t e r  s o c i e t y t ,  1 t i s  a s  well t o  restate  t h e  

p u r p o s e  a n d  f u n c t i o n  of t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  t o  s u m m a r i s e  t h e  

criticisms t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  of f s r e d ,  

10. c o n c l u s i o n .  

This c h a p t e r  h a s  a t t e m p t e d  a c r i t i c a l  r t v i e w  o f  s o m e  of t h e  

m a i n s t r e a m  a p p r o a c h e s  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  of r ac i a l  d i  s c r i m i n a t i o n  f n 

the  u n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  An a t t e m p t  was made t o  s u g g e s t  t h e  

r 9 l a t i o n s h i p  o f  t h e s e  a p p r o a c h e s  and  t h e o r i e s  t o  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  

t h e  c h a n g i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o a  a n d  level of u r b a n i s a t i o n  o f  hmsrican 

b l a c k  p e ~ p l e  seEn a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  d e v z l o p m e n t  o f  ~ m s r i c a n  

s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l .  



T h e  t h e o r i p s  r e v i e w e d  were p o s i t e d  a s  o n e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  t h e  

p r o b l e m  d e v e l o p e d  f r o m  t h e  premise t h a t  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m  

w a s  n e c e s s a r y  a n d  p o s s i b l e ,  The g e n e r a l .  u n i t y  o f  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  

o f  t h e s e  writers c a n  be  s e e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  f o r m s  o f  t h e  s o l u t i o n s  

deemed p o s s i b l e ,  These f o r m s  were c o n f i n e d  by t h e  level of 

s 2 c i a f  r e o r g a n i s a t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h a  v a r l c u s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  

a n d  h y  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  wh ich  

were r e g a r d a d  a s  c o n s t a n t  o r  g i v e n ,  T h ~ r e  a r e  t w o  p r i n c i p l e  a n d  

r e l a t e d  d e f i c i e n c i e s  e v i d a n t  i n  t h e  t h p o r i e s  i n  g e n e r a l .  

T h e  f i r s t  c o n c e r n s  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  

t h e  r a c i a l  p r o b f e n ,  H i g h  u n e n p f o y m e n t ,  low i n c o ~ e s  a n d  

g h e t t o i s a t i o n  a r e  viewed a s  t h e  major c o m p o n e n t s  o f  r a c i a l  

i n e q u a l i t y .  Frow this p o i n t  t h e  a n a l y s e s  p r o c e e d  t o  f o c u s  on 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  betwoen th2 two r a c i a l  g r o u p s  a s  t h e  m o s t  

a p p r o p r i a t e  a r e a  of i n q u i r y .  Thus ,  t h e  f a c i a l  p r o b l e r a  is s + e n  t o  

b e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  i n d i c e s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ,  h o u s i n g  q u a l i t y  etc, ,  

r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  c o n v e r s e  --- i n d i c e s  o f  e i ap loymen t ,  h o u s i n g  

q u a l i t y  e tc ,  , r e v e a l  r a c i a l  d i f f e r s n c e s ,  c o n s e g u e n  t l y  t h e  

a p p r o p r i a t e  q u e s t i o n  i s  wha t  a r e  thl o r i g i n s  of t h e s e  

s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  n i f f  erences a n d  t h e  f o r c e s  t h a t  c u r r e n t 1  y 

r e p r o d u c e  them, c o n f i n i n g  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  p r o b l e m  t o  a 

b l a c k - w h i t e  d i v i s i o n  c o n c e a l s  more  t h a n  i t  r e v e a l s  s i n c e  b l a c k s  

a re  s e e n  as  a d e p r i v e d  m i n o r i t y  w i t h i n  % n  u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  w h i t e  

s o c i e t y .  B u t  w h i t e  s o c i e t y  is o f  c o u r s e  s t r a t i f i e d  i n t o  i r a r i o a s  
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c l a s s e s  a n d  g r o u p s ,  T h u s ,  the above writers a p p e a r  a s  p e o p l e  uho 

s e e k  t o  p r e s e r v e  the s t a t u s  q u o  by s l e k i n g  t o  make l a b o u r  % o r ?  

sf•’ i c i e n t ,  d i s t r i b u t i n g  i t  i n  a more a p p r o p r i a t e  manne r  a n d  

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  s u p p r e s s  u r b a n  d i s c o c t a n t  w i t h o u t  a n a l y s i s  of  i ts 

b a s i s  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  s o c F a 1  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t ,  T h e  

m a i ~ s t r ~ a m  writers,  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e i r  i n t e n t i o n s ,  m u s t  be 

p l a c e d  w i t h i n  the c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  i t s e l f  i n  s o  f a r  a s  t h e y  

c o n s t i t u t e  a p a r t  of  w h a t  is r e q u i r e d  i n  t h s  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e  

existing o r d e r .  

T h e  s e c o n d  d e f i c i e n c y  c o n c e r n s  ths r o l e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  

t h e o r i e s  u n d e r  r e v i e w .  It  is c o n s i s t e n t l y  v i e w e d  a s  a n  

i n d e p e n d e n t  a r b i t e r  s t r i v i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  

s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m .  The s t a t e  i s  n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  a n y  

i n t e r e s t s  b u t  is s e s n  a s  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  m a i n t a i n s  a b a l a n c e  

b e t w e e n  a l l  i n t e r e s t s ,  A l t h o u g h  R o s e  is t h a  o n l y  avowad c u l t u r a l  

p l u r a l i s t  among t h e  g r o u p ,  t h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is t h e  h a f l a t a r k  of 

t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  a p p r o a c h .  (See Dahl ,  1956). C r i t i q u e s  of t h i s  

a p p r o a c h  a re  i n  a b u n d a n t  s u p p l y  a n d  i t  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r y  to 

p r o  v i d e  anot h e r  h e r e .  (Rex ,  1973., Cunn inqham,  1976) . It can b s  

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  the m a c h i n e r y  of t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  U . S .  q u i t e  

c l e a r l y  u p h e l d  r a c i s m  i n  t h e  d e c a d e s  b e t w e e n  1870 a n d  1940,  t h a t  

t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o g r a m m e s  to eradicate  p o v e r t y  a n d  r a c i a l  i n e g u a f i t y  

t h r o u g h  t h e  n i n e t e e n  s i x t i e s  wers m i n i m a l l y  f u n d s d ,  a n d  f i n a l l y  

t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  q u i t e  openly m a i n t a i n e d  a s o c i a l  o r d e r  
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f a v o u r a b l e  t o  t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  of c a p i t a l .  (0 ' c o n n o r ,  l973 . ,  

Dowd, l97rt. ,  H i l l ,  1975)- None of t h e  a b o v e  writers h a v e  

a t t e m p t e d  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  o r  e x p l a i n  t h e s ~  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  

T h e  m a i n s t r e a m  l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  i g n o r e d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l ,  

~ c o n o m i c  a n d  c u l t u r a l  o r q a n i s a  t i o n s  of b l a c k  kafiaricans.  From t h e  

p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a t  b lack  p e o p l e  s h o u l d  bs i n t e g r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  

d o m i n a n t  l i f e s t y l e  comes t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a r g u a e n t  t h a t  a l l  black 

c u l t u r e  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  is e i t h e r  p a t h o l o g i c a l  o r  

t h r e a t e n i n g  i f  i t  d o e s  n o t  strive t o w a r d  t h e  g o a l  of i n t a g r a t i o n .  

The m a i n s t r e a ~  writers r a r e l y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  a n a l y s s s  p u t  

forward by s c h o l a r s  or a c t i v i s t s  i n  the black n a t i o n a l i s t  

t r a d i t i o n ,  The f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r  is a n  a t t e m p t  t o  t r a c e  ths 

h i s t o r y  o f  b l ack  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  m o v s m ~ n t s  and  t o  a s s a s s  t h e  

v a l i d i t y  of t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  p e r i o d i c a l l y  p u t  forward b y  them. 



CHAPTER THREE* 

BLACK NAT1ONALfSPl  AfJD BACTAZ D I S C i l I P f I N A T I O W .  

T h i s  c h a p t e r  a t t 9 m p t s  t o  e v a l u a t e  a n o t h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  on 

A m e r i c a n  race r e l a t i o n s  a n d  g h e t t o i s a t i o n .  T h e  b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t  

t r a d i t i o n  i n  N c r t h  America h a s  a  l o n g  a n d  v a r i e d  h i s t o r y  a n d  

e m b r a c e s  a  r a n g e  o f  i n t e r n a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  T h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  

e x a m i c e d  h e r e  b e c a u s e  it r e p r e s e n t s  commen t a r y  a n d  a n a l y s i s  by 

t h e  p e o p l e  who h a v e  been most d i r e c t l y  connected w i t h  t h e  problem 

u n d e r  d i s c u s s i o n ;  it is, i n  a s e n s e ,  a ' v i 2 w  f r o m  w i t h i n * .  @ore 

i m p o r t a n t l y ,  this mater ia l  a n d  t h e  s s t  of p o l i t i c a l  r s s p o n s e s  

w h i c h  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  h a s  been  n o t a b l e  o n l y  by  its a b s e n c e  f r o m  t h e  

i g a i n s t r s a m  p e r s p e c t i v e  a n d  b o t h  a p p r o a c h e s  may h a v e  much to l p a r n  

f r o m  e a c h  o t h e r .  F i n a l l y  t h i s  e x a m i n a t i o n  is a m a a n s  o f  

c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  form of e v a l u a t i o n  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c h a p t e r .  

A s s e s s i n g  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  i n h e r 3 n t  i c  b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t  a n a l y s a s  

a n d  a c t i o n s  is e q u a l l y  a p p l i c a b l e  h e r e .  

O u t l f n i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  d + v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  f o r m s  of b l a c k  

n a t i o n a l i s m  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  o t h e r  a n d  r e l a t e d  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u p s  m u s t  

be  c o n s i d s r e d ,  F a r  f r o m  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  d e t a c h  t h e m s e l v s s  f r o m  t h e  



p f o b l a m  i n  h a n d ,  b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t s  c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  prob1;m a n d  

a c t i v e l y  s o u g h t  t o  e r a d i c a t e  it. I n  t h n i r  a t t e m p t s  t o  d o  s o ,  

t h s y  n o c e s s s r i l y  a c t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  o t h e r  

g r o u p s  and  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c 3 n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  time. 

T h u s ,  t h e  d e v ~ l o p a e n t  of b l a c k  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t i e s  c a n n o t  be 

c a n s i d e r e d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  of s i t h s r  th2 Z o n m u n i s t  2 a r t y  of t h +  

U,S. A ,  o r  o r g a n i s e d  l a b o u r .  Clearly, a 1  1 p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  

p r . s s u p p o s e s  a n  a n a l y s i s  o f  s o m e  k i n d .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  

t r ace  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  of b l a c k  p o l i t i c a l  r e s p o n s e  t h r o u g h  the 

c h a n g i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  

a n a l y s e s  o f  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  I t  w i l l  t a k a  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  form:  

(1)  A f i r s t  s e c t i o n  w i l l  comment  on d e b a t e s  c o n c e r n i n g  s l a v e  

r e v o l t s  a n d  o u t l i n e  some o f  t h e  f o r m s  of b l a c k  s o c i a l  

3 r g a n i s a t i a a  d u s i n q  t h a  p e r i o d  o f  s l a v e r y .  T h e s e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  

i n f l u e n c e d  t h o  forms o f  black o r g a n i s a t i o n  f o r  some 

t i m s .  (2) S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  risi3 o f  t h a  p o p u l i s t  rnovement i n  t h e  

l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w i l l  b e  n o t e d ,  T h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h i s  

~ r g a n i s a t i o n  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  i n s t a b i l i t y  o f  r u l i n g  e l  i t e s  i n  t h e  

S o u t h  a t  t h a t  time. I t  was i n  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  s u r r o u n d i n g  i ts 

-3emisa t h a t  men s u c h  a s  D u ~ o i s  a n d  W a s h i n g t o n  came t o  promin.;lnce. 

T h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  r e v i e w  t h e  a n a l y s i s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s  

3f t h e s e  t w o  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  i d e a s  a n d  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  t h e y  

r e p r e s e n t e d .  ( 3 )  T h e  s e v e r a l  t h r e a d s  l i n k i n g  # a s h i r i g t o n  a n d  

D u ~ o i s  t o  tha a c t i v i t i e s  of t h s  n i n e t e e n  s i x t i e s ,  T h e s e  i n c l l a d e  



t h e  Communis t  P a r t y  a n d  o r g a n i s e d  l a b o u r ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

a s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Advancemen t  of C o l o i l r e d  P e o p l e ,  (NAACP), t h e  

C o m m i t t e e  o f  R a c i a l  E q u a l i t y ,  ( C O R E ) ,  a n d  p a n - ~ f r i c a n i s ~  i n  a 

v a r i e t y  o f  f o r m s .  ( 4 )  P i n a l l y ,  t h e  B l a c k  P o w e r  m v e m e n t  sad ths 

t h e o r y  of i n t e r n a l  c o l o n i a l i s m  u i f  1 h e  e x a m i n a d .  

2. B l a c k  r e s p o n s e s  t o  S l a v e r y .  

I t  h a s  become conxmon p r a c t i c e  t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

3r r e b e l l i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  of b l a c k  p e o p l e  u n d e r  s l a v e r y .  A r i c h  

h i s t o r y  of r e v o l t s  i s  i n s i s t e d  upon, o f t e n  w i t h o u t  c a r e f u l  

d o c u m e n t a t i o n ,  [ A p t h e k e r ,  1 9 6 3 ) .  However, r e l a t i v e  t o  o t h e r  

s l a v e  a reas  s u c h  a s  B r a z i l  and Cuba, t h e  e x t e n t  o f  o r g a n T s e d  

r s b e f l i o n  a g a i n s t  e n s l a v e m e n t  saems p a r t i c u l a r l y  s c a n t  i n  t h e  

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  T h e  T u r n e r  r e b e l l i o n ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  nevclr  

commanded more  t h a n  150 p e o p l e  a t  a n y  time [ G e n o v e s e ,  1 968) . By 

c o m p a r i s o n ,  l a r q e  colonies of e s c a p e d  s l a v e s  existed i n  B r a z i l  

a n d  many s u c c e s s f u l l y  d e f e n d e d  t h e i r  b o r d e r s  f o r  p r o t r a c t e d  

p s r i o d s  o f  time. G e n o v e s e  h a s  o f f e r e d  a n  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  

a p p a r e n t  r s c a l c i t r a n c e  of t h e  s l a v e s  i n  tins ~ m e r i c a n  S o u t h .  

F i r t l y ,  t h e  d e v 2 l o p i n g  A m e r i c a n  c o l o n y  h a d  a n  efficient 

s t a t e  s y s t e m  a n d  c o n s e q u c l n t  power  p r e s e n c e  i n  m o s t  a reas .  The 

w h i t e  p o p u l a t i o n  w a s  l a r g e  a n d  well a rmed ,  A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  i n  

d e t e r i a i n i n g  t h e  f o r m s  of b l a c k  p o l i t i c a l .  r s s p o n s e  was t h e  size of 
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t h s  p l a n t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  S o u t h ,  P e l a t i v e  t o  o t h e r  a r eas ,  

t h e y  were sma l l  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  t e n d e d  t o  p r e v e n t  c o ~ m u n i c s t i o n ,  

F a m i l y  a n d  t r i b a l  g r o u p s  wer5 b r o k e n  u p  a l l  t h e  more q u i c k l y  

i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i c n .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  more o p e n  c o u n t r y s i d e  o f  t h e  

s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  d i d  n o t  allow t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  maroon 

colonies. { G e n a v e s e ,  1968: p a s s i m ) ,  

However ,  G e n o v e s e  *s s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  s l a v s s  wese a c q u i e s c ~ n t  

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  amef i o r a t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

sesms s p u r i o u s ,  H e  i m p l i e s ,  i n  f a c t ,  t h a t  o n l y  o r g a n i s e d  

r e b e l l i o n s  c o n s t i t u t e  s v l d e n c e  o f  r e b e f f i o u s n e s s ,  R e c e n t  work 

h a s  begun  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  c t h e r  f o r n l s  of b l a c k  r e a c t i o n  t o  

s l a v e r y ,  These a r e  c e n t r e d  o n  t h e  e v e r y d a y  p r a c t i c e s  o f  s l a v e s  

i n  the l a b o u r  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f ,  N e e d l e s s  t o  say, s u c h  a c t i v i t i s s  

a r e  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d o c u m e n t .  T h e  a b s e n c p  o f  a t r a d i t i o n  o f  

c o l l e c t i v e  a c t i o n  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  s u g y ~ s t e d  a s  ths u n d e r l y i n g  

r e a s o n  f o r  S h e  f a i l u r e  of b l a c k  p e o p l e  t o  s r g a n i s s  e f f e c t i v e l y  

d u r i n g  a n d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War, However ,  befor?  

p r o c e e d i n g  t o  t h e  t h e  p o s t - e m a n c i p a t i o n  p e r i o d ,  i t  seems 

p e r t i n e n t  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h e  f o r m s  of s l a v e  o r g a n i s a t t o n  which  d i d  

e ~ i s t ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  s l a v e  c e n t u r i e s ,  

It is u s u a l  t o  d a t e  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  b l a c k  l a b o u r  o r q a n i s a t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  m i g r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  N o r t h .  T h i s  

c o n s t i t u t e s  a p o s t - d a t i n g  of the e v e n t  b y  a l m o s t  a c e n t u r y ,  The  
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l a b o u r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  of a p l a n t a t i o n  economy were n o t  c o n f i n ~ d  

merely t o  c o t t o n - p i c k i n g  b u t  i n c l u d e d  a v a r i e t y  of t r a d e s  a n d  

c r a f t s  f o r  t h e  u p k e e ~  of v a r i o u s  m a c h i n e s ,  s t o c k  e tc ,  T h e s e  

i n c l u d e d  c a r p e n t q r s ,  b l a c k s m i t h s ,  w e a v 3 r s f  m a s o n s ,  w h e e l w r i g h t s  

2nd  s o  o n ,  

I n  1 8 6 5 ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  some e s t i m a t + s ,  t h e r e  were 
100,000 b l a c k  ~ e c h a n i c s  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  2 0 , 0 0 0  w h i t e  
m e c h a n i c s  i n  t h e  S o u t h .  ( O f a r i ,  1374: l g ) ,  

I n  t h e  N o r t h ,  b l a c k  w o r k e r s  had  corns t o g e t h e r  i n  t r a d e  u n i o n  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  T h e y  met w i t h  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e s  o n  t h e  

p a r t  o f  w h i t e  l a b o u r  q r o u p s  u n t i l  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  X.W.2. i n  

1 8 6 4  b u t  t h i s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  t o o  was f o r c e d  t o  c o m p r o m i s a  i t s e l f  o n  

race r a l a t ~ d  i s s u e s ,  [ I b i d :  2 2 ) .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  f e d  t o  the 

f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o f o u r e d  L a b o u r  U n i o n  i n  1869 which  

e lected its own r e p r e s e n t a t i v a  t o  t h e  f i r s t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  i n  

P a r i s .  T h i s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a r o s e  f r o m  t h a  c o m b i n a t i o n  of a number  

o f  t r a d e s  g r o u p s  and a b o l i t i o n i s t  q r o u p s  from t h e  s l a v e  p e r i o d .  

T h e  t r a d e s  u n i o n s  o r g a n i s e d  by s k i f l e d  f re3  b l a c k s  o p e r a t e d  

a s  s e l f - h e l p  a n d  m u t u a l  a i d  g r o u p s .  T h i s  was t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  

sasly l a b o u r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  b u t  i n  t h i s  case,  u n i o n  b r a n c h e s  

f r e q u e n t l y  d e v e l o p e d  a s y s t a m a  t i c  programme s o  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  

buy  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  s l a v e s  i n  t h e  area .  
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A common f o r m  o f  b l a c k  o r g a n i s a t i o n  d u r i n g  the n i n e t e s n t h  

c e n t u r y  was  c e n t r e d  on t h e  t h e m e  o f  a r e t u r n  t o  A f r i c a ,  S u c h  

q r D u p s  a l l e g e d l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of a p e o p l z  who h a d  

b e a n  c o m p l e t e l y  d e n i e d  a n y  r i g h t  t~ a f r e e  e x i s t e n c e  w i t h i n  t h 3  

u n i t s d  s t a t e s ,  T h t  m o t i v a t i o n s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  a c t i v e l y  i n v o l v e d  

v i t h  t h ~ s e  g r o u p s  wern  c e r t a i n l y  mixed. Some a p p e a r  t o  have  b$en 

imbued  w i t h  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h z  b l a c k  race was  

c a p a b l s  o f  s e l f - g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  r a v o l u t i o n  of 1804 

in ~ 3 i t i  gave s o a e  e n c o u r a g e t w n t  t o  them. f t  i s  more  p r o b a b l e  

h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  c o n c e r n e d  had  less a l t r u i s t i c  

a s p i r a t i o n s .  T h e s e  men, s u c h  a s  C u f f e ,  C o k e r ,  Russworm a n d  

o t h e r s  had v e r y  d e f i n i t 9  v i e w s  on t h e  f o r m  of g o v e r n m e n t  and 

economy t h a t  t h e  ' n e w  African s t a t e s *  w o u l a  e s t a b l i s h .  C u f f e  

t u r n e d  t o  ~ f r i c a  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  S i e r r a  L e o a e  
t o  work  f o r  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  a n d  c i v i l i s a t i o n  of t h e  
b l a c k s  nf A • ’  r i ca ,  t o  p r o v i d e  s e l e c t i v e  e m i g r a t i o n  
t o  s i e r r a  Leone, a n d  t o  s e e k  t h e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h ?  
s l a v e  trade a n d  its r e p l a c e m e n t  b y  f e q i t i m a t e  
commerce .  H i s  t r a d e r ' s  m ind  was  excited b y  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  of e x t e n s i v e  c o a m e r c e  b e t w e e n  Negro  
~merica  a n d  West A f r i c a  t o  r a i s e  t h e  w a a l t h  a n d  
p r e s t i g e  of t h o  race. (Lynch,  H, c i t e d  i n  B u t l e r ,  
1966.  vol.2: 1 5 4 ) .  

T h e  d e s i r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  W e s t e r n  s t y l e  s t a t e s  i n  ~ f r i c a  is 

b u t  o n e  a s p e c t  of  t h e  rise o f  t h e s e  a o v e m m t s .  T h e  A m e r i c a n  

C o l o n i s a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  one  o f  t h e  l a r g e s t  of t h e  ' b a c k  t o  

A f r i c a *  movements w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  1815 b y  O h i t a  s l a v s h o l d e r s .  

U n t i l  a h i t n e y  d e v e l o p e d  h i s  c o t t o n - g i n  i n  t h e  f a t ?  s i g h t e e n t h  
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c e n t u r y  s l a v e r y  had  begun  t o  d e c l i n e  a n d  a l a r g e  number  o f  b l a c k  

p e o p f  e h a d  a c q u i r e d  f r e e d o m ,  Nhitnt3 y * s i n v e n t i o n  f a c i f  i t a t ~ d  the 

h a r v e s t i n g  o f  c o t t o n  t h a t  had  p r e v i o u s l y  been  f a r  t o o  c o s t l y  t o  

g i n  . ~ l a n t a t i o n s  were s u b s e q u e n t l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  d e 2 p  

S o u t h  a n d  i n  more  W e s t e r l y  areas.  T h e  o l d  S o u t h  b e g a n  t o  b f e s d  

a n d  5 x p o r t  s l a v e s  t o  these  a r e a s  w h i l t  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  l a r g e  

n u m b e r s  o f  f r e e  black p e o p l e  c o n s t i t u t e d  a p o t e n t i a l l y  d i s r u p t i v e  

f o r c e  i n  s o c i e t y .  I t  was f o r  t he se  r e a s o n s  t h a t  some s l a v e o w n i n g  

interests u n d e r t o o k  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m n t  of ' b a c k  t o  A • ’  r i ca  * 

movements .  

3 y  a n d  l a r g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e y  w e f o  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a 
b l a c k  e l i t e  i n t e n t  o n  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h e  
l u c r a t i v e  m e r c h a n t  s h i p p i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  time. 
I t  s o g h t  s u p p o r t  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  by a r g u i n g  t h e  
case  f o r  r e p a t r i a t i o n .  ( O f a r i ,  1970: 1 3 )  . 

T h e  c h u r c h  h a s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  S e e n  3 n e  o f  t h e  mors  i m p o r t a n t  

f o r m s  o f  b l a c k  social o r g a n i s a t i o n .  s t r i c t  s e g r e g a t i o n  o f  t h e  

r a c o s  w i t h i n  t h e  c h u r c h e s  o f  t h ~  o l d  S o u t h  e v s n t u a l l y  g a v e  way t o  

t h e  s s t a b l l s h m e n t  of i n d ~ p e n d e n t  b l ack  c h u r c h e s ,  T h e  d ~ g r e *  of 

a u t o n o m y  a l l o w e d  t o  a b l a c k  c h r i s t i a n  corn inuni ty  a n d  i ts p r e a c h e r  

seems t o  hiltre v a r i e d  w i d s l y .  f lowever ,  b y  t h e  n i n e t e i s n t h  c e n t u r y  

s e p a r a t e  b l a c k  c h u r c h e s  had  b e e n  a s t a b l i s f i e d  i n  most a r ea s ,  

T h e s e  c h u r c h e s  c e r t a i n l y  a d v o c a t s d  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  of the l o t  of 

B l a c k  p a p l e  b u t  i n  a m a n n e r  q u i t e  d i f f e r s n t  f corn o t h e r  g r o u p s .  



Mowevzr, tht N 2 g r o  c h u r c h  itlay b+ r a g a x d e d  a s  t h e  
s i n g l e  i n s t i t u t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  u n i q u e l y  g i v e n  a  
s u s t a i n e d  p o s i t i v e  s e n s e  of e t h n i c  i d e n t i t y  t o  
Americac Msgroes w i t h o u t  b e a t i n g  t h e  N a t i o n a l i s t  
drums, Tb? r e t e n t i o n  of t h e  word * A f r i c a n t  i n  t h e  
t i t l e s  o f  some  o f  t h e  l a rge r  d e n o m i n a t i o n s  a n d  
i n t e z a c t i o n  w i t h  A f r i c a  t h r o u g h  t h 2  f o r e i g n  
m i s s i o n s  h a v e  p e r p e t u a t e d  t h e  N e g r o ' s  
i d s n t l f i c 3 t i o n  w i t h  A f r i c a  more t h a ~  is  g e n e r a l l y  
a d m i t t e d .  (Essien-Udorn,  1962:  2 5 ) -  

T h e s e  s e p a r a t e  b l a c k  c h u r c h e s  [ s u c h  a s  t h e  A f r i c a n  M e t h o d i s t  

E p i s c o p a l  C h u r c h )  a r e  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  s e p a r a t i s t  

r e l i g i o n s  w h i c h  u n l i k e  t h e  f o r ~ ~ r ,  a re  n o t  p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  t h e  

m a j o r  c h r i s t i a n  d e n o a i n a t i o n s ,  I n  f a c t ,  many of  t h e  s e p a r a t i s t  

r e l i g i o n s  e B e r g e  a s  s e c t i o n s  o f  n a t i o n a l i s t  movemen t s  wh ich  

r e c o g n i s e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l .  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  r e l i g i o n  a s  a f o c a l  

p o i n t  i n  b l a c k  s o c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  W a r c u s  G a r v e y t s  UoW*ZoA. 

r e c o g n i s e d  t h i s  i m p o r t a n c e ,  a n d  t h e  b l a c k  F lus l ims  are  p e r h a p s  t h e  

m o s t  r e c e n t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  t e n d e n c y .  

C l e a r l y ,  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  s o c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  c h a f a c t e r i s e d  

t h e  b l a c k  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  it is  g r o s s l y  

m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t c  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a s  a g r o u p ,  b l a c k s  h a v e  no 

t r a d i t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  o f  s u b m i s s i o n  o r  p a t h o l o g y .  H o r e o v e r ,  

L t  is m a r k e d l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  of 

black s l a v e r y .  I t  seems clear ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  

p a t t e r n s  a n d  f o r m s  of  a c t i v i t y  h a v e  ~ a i n  t a i n s d  t h e i r  e f f e c t  

t h r o u g h  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y ,  a l b a i t  i n  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  



3.  P o p u l i s m  a n d  t h e  Ris2 o f  H a s h i n g t o n  a n d  D u b o i s .  

T h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  b l a c k s  were t o  

b 2  i n v o f v a d  a f t e r  E m a n c i p a t i o n  was n e i t h e r  r e l i g i o u s ,  A f r i c a n  o r  

W a t i o n a l i s t ,  It was the p o p u l i s t  movement  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  p o o r  

s r i g i n a t i ~ g  i n  s e p a r a t e  farmars a f l i a a c t l s  ( B l a c k  a n d  i J h i t e )  a n d  

l a t o r  mt l rg inq  t o  for@ t h e  p o p u l i s t  p a r t y ,  

T h e s e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  were i n t e n d e d  t o  protect t h e  small  

f a r n e r s  a n d  t e n a n t s  a g a i n s t  t h e  m o n o p o l i e s  of c r ed i t ,  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  m a r k e t i n g ,  I n  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  d e v e l o p m z n t ,  t h e  

a l  l i a n c e s  e m p l o y e d  a r h e t o r i c  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  S o u t h e r n  

n a t i o n a l i s m  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  were a l l o w e d  t o  f l o u r i s h .  It s o o n  

h e c a m e  c l e a r ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e i r  s y s t e m  of a s u b - t r e a s u r y  p l a n ,  

[ a  t y p a  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  r u n  c r e d i t  u n i o n  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  p r i n t i n g  of 

m o n e y ) ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  b o y c o t t s ,  c o u l d  d e s t r o y  t h e  s h a r a c r o p p i n g  

s y s t e m  w h i c h  t h e  big l a n d o w n e r s  wsre s e e k i n g  t o  d e v e l o p .  Under  

s e v e r e  r e p r e s s i o n  t h e  a l l i a n c e s  f o r ~ e d  p r o t e c t i o n  g r o u p s  a n d  

s o u g h t  t o  u s e  t h e i r  b l o c  v o t e  a s  p o l i t i c a l  l e v e r a q e .  T h e  

R e p u b l i c a n s  were a t  t h i s  time f a s t  l ~ s i n g  t h e i r  dependents o n  t h 2  

b l a c k  v o t a  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  hegemony i n  t h e  s o u t h .  (Steln, 

7974), W i t h  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  s u b - t r e a s u r y  p l a n  by b o t h  

p a r t i e s  t h e  a l l i a n c e s  m e r g e d ,  f o r m e d  t h e  p o p u l i s t  p a r t y  a n d  

s p r e a d  t h 2 i . r  a c t i v i t i e s  i n t o  t h e  c i t i e s  %here they co-operated 

with l a b o u r  u n i o n s ,  U n a b l e  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  prngramm.; w i t h o u t  



l e v e r a g o ,  t h e  p o p u l i s t s  had  L E t t l t  c h a a c e  ~f succ - . s s .  Clacks 

b e g a n  t o  l o o k  e l s e w h s r e  f o r  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  w h i t ? s  s o u g h t  s u r v i v a l  

a s  b e s t  t h e y  c o u l d .  ( S a c o u t o s ,  1960) .  

Thf neu S o u t h  was u n a b l e  t o  c o B p e t e  f o r  C h i n e s e  l a b o u r ,  t h e  

a e c h a n i s a t i o n  o f  c o t t o n - p i c k i n g  was n o t  t o  be d 2 v s 4 o p e d  f o r  

s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s  a n d  a c h e a p  a g r i c u l t u r a l  work f o r c e  was n e e d e d  t o  

m a i n t a i n  l o w - c o s t  p r o d u c t i o n  o n  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s .  Thz f u l l  

i n c o r p o r a t i ~ n  o f  t h e  b l a c k  l a b o u r  force  i n t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  

w a g e - e a r n i n g  s e c t o r  was p o s t p o n e d  p e t  a g a i n .  

w h i t e  m e n ' s  r u l e  a f t e r  t h e  c i v i l  war  s i g n i f i e d  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  form o f  d o m i n a t i o n  s t e a m i n g  f r o m  t h e  
p r e v s i f  i n g  p a t  t e r n  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  economy.  Even 
s o u t h e r n e r s  ~ h o  w a n t a d  t o  i n d u s t r i a l i s e  t h e i r  
r e g i o n  s3w t h a t  t h e i r  p r o g r a m m e s  ware d e p 9 n d e n t  on  
t h e  r e - i n v i q o r a t i o n  of t h e  p l a n t a t i o n s  w h i c h  i n  
t u r n  d e p e n d e d  o n  a s e c u r e  a n d  c h e a p  l a b o u r  s u p p l y .  
s o u t h z r n e r s  a q r 2 e d  t h a t  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c s  upon which  
t h e  p l a n t e r  h a s  t o  r e l y  m u s t  b e  s u b j e c t  to h i s  
c o n t r o l ,  p o l i t i c a l  m e c h a n i s m s  were r e q u i r e d  t o  
e n s u r e  an a d s q u a t e  l a b o u r  s u p p l y  a n d  a n  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u p p l y .  ( S t e i n ,  1974: 4 2 8 )  , 

Once i t  h a d  b e c o m e  clear t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of both N o r t h e r n  

i n d u s t r i a l i s t s  a n d  S o u t h z r n  p l a n t s r s  c o u l d  be r e c o n c i l e d ,  a 

c a m p r o m i s o  ( t h e  H a y e s - T i l d e n  c o ~ l l p r o m i s a  o f  1877) was r e a c h e d .  

H a y ~ s  h a d  won t h e  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n  b u t  S o u t h e r n  members  o f  

t h e  House  of R e p r e s f n t a t i v e s  who were o p p o s e d  t o  him p r e v e n t &  

h i s  a c c e s s i o n  t h r o u g h  o b s t r u c t i o n i s t  tact ics .  H a y e s  p r o m i s e d  

S o u t h e r n e r s  t o  withdraw t r o o p s  f rom t h e  S o u t h  i f  t h e  



o b s t r u c t i o n i s t  c a m p a i g n  wefe t o  s t o p ,  I t  d i d ,  s n d  th-? 

S o u t h e r n e r s  s e c u r e d  t h e  c o n t r o l  t h ~ y  r e q u i r s d  o v e r  t h e  b l a c k  

l a b o u r  f o r c e .  r is enfranchisement b e g a n  a n d  s h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s  

t h e  U,S. Suprern2 C o u r t  d e c l a r e d  t h e  1875  C i v i l  ~ i g h t s  A c t  

u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  ( A l l e n ,  1369: 78). Some b l a c k  peopl.;  b e g a n  

t h e  t r e k  t o  t h e  N o r t h e r n  cities a f t e r  this r e v e r s a l  o f  t h e  g a i n s  

t h s y  h a d  a c h i e v e d  u n d e r  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  t h e  d e p r e s s i o n  y e a r s  

o f  t h e  e i g h t e e n - n i n e t i e s  race r i o t s  o c c u r r e d  i n  N e w  Y o r k ,  

S p r i n g f i e l d  O h i o ,  a n d  G r e e n s b u r g ,  I n d i a n a .  F o r  t h o s e  who 

r e m a i n e d  i n  t h e  S o u t h  t h e r e  was l y n c h i n g  a n d  v i c t i m i s a t i o n  and  

t h e  r e e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of p l a n t e r - l a b o u r  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  were based  

on c r e d i t ,  c r o p - l i e n s  a n d  e x t r a  e c o n o m i c  c o e r c i o n ,  (Hapwood, 

1976: 2 0 ) .  It was i n  t h s  m i d s t  of t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  

@ a s  h i n q t o n  a n d  D u b o i s  came to p r o m i n e n c s ,  

A ,  Booker T. W a s h i n g t o n ,  

U a s h i n g t o n ' s  w r i t i n q s  r e v e a l  a ra ther  amo iguous  p e r s p e c t i v e  

o n  t h e  americac r a c i a l  d i l e m m a ,  A l t h o u g h  h e  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  

p r o p r i l t y  of u l t i m a t e  integration of t h e  races h e  proposed  t h a t  

t h i s  would  b e s t  be  a c h i e v e d  by r e d u c i n g  i n t e r - r a c i a l  c o n t a c t s  t o  

a minimum. T h u s  black p e o p l e  c o u l d  advance e c o n o m i c a l l y  and 

s o c i a l f y  u n t i l  thsy had r e a c h e d  t h e  level DE white s o c i e t y .  A t  

t h i s  p o i n t ,  i n t e g r a t i o n  would f o l l o w  a s  a n a t u r a l  c o n s e q u e n c e .  

H 2  r ecommended  t h a t  b l a c k  p e o p l e  n a k e  u s e  DE a l l  t h e  t a l e n t s  i n  

t h a i r  p o s s s s s i o n .  



A m e r i c a n  s l a v e r y  Mas d yreat c u r s +  t o  b o t h  races 
a n d  I wou ld  b e  t h e  l a s t  t o  a g o l o g i s e  f o r  i t ,  
b u t .  .. . . . ,I b e l i e v e  t h a t  s l a v e r y  1 3 6 6  t h e  
f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  p r o b l e n . .  , . , , 
D u r i n g  s l a v e r y ,  t h e  M s g r o  was t a u g h t  & v e r y  t r ade ,  
e v E r y  i n d u s t r y ,  that c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  
making a l i v i n g ,  [ U a s h i n g t o n ,  1968: 221) , 

f u r t h e r ,  

The N e g r o  who c a n  mako h i m s e l f  s o  c o n s p i c u o u s  a s  a 
s u c c e s s f u l  farmer, a l a r g e  t a x - p a y a r ,  a wise h e l p e r  
o f  h i s  f e l l o w  men, a s  t o  be p l a c e d  i n  a p o s i t i o n  of 
t r u s t  aftd h o n o u r ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  p o s i t i o r i  h s  p o l i t i c a l  
o r  o t h e r w i s e ,  by  n a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n ,  is a 
h u n d r e d - S o l d  more  s e c u r ?  t h a n  one p l a c e d  t h e r e  by 
mers o u t s i d e  f o r c e  o r  p r e s s u r e .  ( f h i d :  2 2 3 ) .  

N 3 n e t h c l l e s s ,  w a s h i n g t o n  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  b l a c k  p e o p l e  would 

have t o  c o n f i n e  t h e a s e l v e s  t o  t h e  t r a d e s  and t o  m a n u a l  l a b o u r ,  

I n  t h e  i n t e r i m ,  t h e  g r a d u a l  p r o c G s s  o f  a c q u i r i n g  t h e  ' t r u s t s  o f  

w h i t e  p e o p f a  was  t o  be u n d e r t s k e n .  T o  t h i s  e n d  h% f o u n d e d  t k 2  

~ u s k e g e e  Norma l  a n d  I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  i n  Alabama where 

' a m b i t i o u s *  yourig b l a c k  peoplo  %ere t r a i n e d ,  It was c o n f i n e d  t o  

B l a c k s  n o t  f r o m  a n y  n a t i o n a l i s t  s e n t i m 2 n t ,  b u t  o n  t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  

B l a c k s  m u s t  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  ' r e s p o n s i b i l i t y * .  

T h e  i n s t i t u t e  w a s  r e a d i l y  a c c e p t e d  by t h e  power  s t r u c t u r e  i n  

Hacon c o u n t y .  Most  of t h e  g r a d u a t e s  m i g r a t e d  f r o m  t h e  area, 

b u t  w o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  w a s h i n g t o n  was t r a i n i n g  b l a c k  

p e o p l e  i n  v a r i o u s  i n d u s t r i a l  s k i l l s  a n d  c r a a t i n g  a s u p e r v i s o r y  o r  

lower managemen t  s t r a t u m  of b l a c k  workers which  w o u l d  f a c i l i t a t 3  
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i n d t i s t r i a l  r ~ l a t F o n s  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  ft: i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  h e  

r e c e i v e d  much s u p p o r t  f r o m  N o r t h e r n  i n d u s t r i a i i s t s .  

U n d e r l y i n g  t h i s  a p p e a r a n c e  s f  a s s i m i l a t i o n  was t h e  g r e a t  

s u p p o r t  t h a t  V a s h i n g t o n  was p r o v i d i n g  f o r  the b l a c k  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  

I n  1 8 9 8  b l a c k  c a p i t a l i s t s  h e l d  a c o n f e r s n c ~  i n  A t l a n t a  Georgia  

w h e r e  t h 2 y  r e - i  t o r a t e d  t h e i r  p e r e n n i a l  i n t t n t i o n  of d e v e l o p i n g  a 

s t r o n g  c l  a s s  of b l a c k  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  c a p i t a l i s t s  ba sed  o n  c o n t r o l  

o f  t h e  m a r k e t  d e a a n d  of p e o p l e  of t h e i r  race, 

As t o d a y ,  t h e y  ( t h e  b l a c k  c a p i t a l i s t s )  were e n g a g e d  
i n  a d e s p a r a t s  s e a r c h  f o r  s o w  method  o f  o p e r a t i o n  
t h a t  w o u l d  f i r s t  e n s u r e  %hea a s h a r e  i n  t h e  w e a l t h ,  
a n d  s e c o n d ,  i f  p c s s i b l e ,  b r i d g e  t h e  e c o n o m i c  g a p  
w h i c h  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  b l a c k  masses E r a @  o t h e r  
v o r k e r s .  C a p i t a l  ism s e e m e d  t h e  l o g i c a l  means. 
f o f a r i ,  1970:  3 1 ) .  

I n  1 9 0 0 ,  V a s h i n y t o c  o r g a a i s e d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Negro Businass 

League  ( N I B L )  a n d  l a t e r  t h l  C o l o u r e d  M e r c h a n t s  ~ s s o c i a t i o n ,  The  

l a t t e r  o r q a n i s a t i o n  f a i l e d  i n  its e f f o r t s  to d o m i n a t e  the b l a c k  

market; ths fo r ae r  p e r s i s t s  b u t  h a s  h a d  miniraum i m p a c t .  

C e r t a i n l y ,  n e i t h + r  e f f e c t e d  a n y  d r a m a t i c  i n t e r v e n t i o n  b y  b l a c k  

c a p i t a l i s t s  i n t o  i m p o r t a n t  sectors of t h e  e c o n o m y -  O f  course,  

e h e s o  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  small m a n u f a c t u r e r s  were h a p p y  t o  h a v e  a  

f i g u r e  a s  r e s p e c t e d  a s  g a s h i n g t o n  a:: t h e  head  of thlir 

o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  
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H i s  g r e a t  i n f l  u ~ n c e  w i t h  whi te  f i n 3 3 c i e r s  s u c h  a s  
J o h n  D. R o c k e f e l l e r ,  J u l i u s  R o s e n w a l d ,  Bndreu 
@ e l l o n ,  H,H, Hog?&s 3 n d  Andrew C a r n e g i e ,  t o  n3ms a 
fsw, e n a b l e d  h im t o  e x p a n d  g r e a t l y  t h e  p r o g r a m s  h e  
had  d e s i g n e d  t o  push  h i s  a c c o s o d a t i o n i s t  L i n e  o f  
e c o n o m i c  w i t h d r a w a l  a s  a s u b s t i t u t e  f o r ,  r a t h e r  
t h a n  a s  a s u p p l e m e n t  t o  i n d e p e n d n r t t  b l a c k  p o l i t i c a l  
s t r u q g l s .  ( o f a r i ,  197 : 3 4 ) .  

It is difficult t o  assess t h e  d e g r e e  of p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t  

a n j o y e d  by  W a s h i n g t o n .  H i s  n o t o r i e t y  a n d  s t a t u s  #era m a i n t 3 i n e d  

t h r o u g h  h i s  a c c e s s  t o  m a s s i v e  f u n d i n g  a n d  h i s  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  t h e  

c o r p o r a t e  a n d  b l a c k  e l i t e s  o f  . t h a t  time, A t  a  time when some 

S l a c k s  u e r a  d e m a n d i n g  t h q  ~ o t s  immed i3 te l . y  i n  t h a  S o u t h ,  a n d  

d e m a n d i n g  j obs  i n  t h 2  d e p r e s s i o n  r i d d e n  c i t i es ,  a n y  p r o s p e c t  of 

q r a d u a l i s m  was wa lcome  t o  t h o s e  who vould g i v e  n e i t h e r .  Small 

b u s i n e s s s s ,  b o t h  b l a c k  a n d  w h i t e ,  were e x p e r i e n c i n g  g r e a t  

d i f f i c u l t y  i n  s u r v i v i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  l a s t  decadc l s  o f  t h e  

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a n d  washing ton*^ o r g a n i s a t i o n s  p r o v i d e d  a t  

l e a s t  a  r a l l y i n g  g r o u n d ,  

g a s h i  n g t o n  v i e w e d  s e p a r a t e  e c o n o m i c  d z v e l o p m e n t  n e i t h e r  a s  a 

movement  t o w a r d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a d u a l  s o c i e t y  n o r  a s  a 

c u l t n r a l l y  p f u r a l i s t  form of s o c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  On th5 

c o n t r a r y ,  h e  v i e w e d  h i s  programme a s  t h e  o n l y  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e a n s  

f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a  fully i n t e g r a t e d  A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y ,  To 

a l a r g s  e x t e n t ,  h i s  p rog ramme c o m p a r e d  c l o s e l y  t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  

P a r k  a n d  t h e  u n f o l d i n g  o f  a c o n d i t i o n  o f  a c c o m o d a t i o n  b e t w 5 e n  t h ~  

races. T h e  c o r p o r a t e  i n t a r e s t s  i n v o l v e d  i r  W a s h i n g t o n  * s  
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3ctivities suggest the material  basis f o r  h i s  programm?,  a b a s i s  

w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  f o r m s  o f  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  d u r i n g  t h 3  

p e r i o d  a n d  t h e  n e e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  soc i a l  o r d e r  while i n t r o d u c i n g  

s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i c n  t o  n.l;w p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  

f o r c e .  But A a s h i n g t c n * ~  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  d i d  n o t  

I s c a p 4  t h 2  cri t icism of  o t h e r  b l a c k  a c t i v i s t s  of tht p e r i o d .  

Most n o t a b l e  among t h e s e  was W.E.B. D u ~ o i s .  

Unlike many b l a c k  l e a d e r s ,  D u B o i s  g r a w  up t h e  son of fie? 

p a r 2 n t s  and u n d e r t o o k  a b r i l l i a n t  a c a d e m i c  career a t  ~ e r l i n  a n d  

H a r v a r d .  T h e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  climate h a r b ~ u r e d  l i t t l e  r e s p e c t  f o r  

p e o p l e -  o f  h i s  r a c e  a n d  D U B O ~ S  q u i c k l y  r e c o g n i s e d  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  

s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  of racism i n  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  t h e o r i e s  o f  t h e  

t i m e ,  The  c o n f r o n t a  t i o n  o f  t h e s e  a c a d e m i c  r a t i o n a l i s a t i o n s  

became a l i f e l o n g  t a s k  f o r  him. He s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  e a r l y  

t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  was a p e r i o d  when r a c i a l  s u p r e s s i o n  was i n  f a c t  

i n c r e a s i n g .  

Today we h a v e  t h e  caste i d e a  a g a i n ,  n o t  a s u d d e n  
f u l l  g r o w n  c o n c e p t i o n  b u t  one b e i n g  i n s i d i c u s l y  b u t  
c o n s c i o u s l y  a n d  p e r s i s t 2 n t l y  p r e s s e d  upon t h e  
n a t i o n .  T h e  s t e p s  t o w a r d  i t  w h i c h  a r e  b e i n g  t a k e n :  
f irst  p o l i t i c a l  d  i s f  r a n c h i s e m e n t ,  t h e n  v o c a t i o n a l  
e d u c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d i s t i n c t  i d e a  o f  n a r r o w i n g  t o  
tht-., u t t l r m o s t  t h e  v o c a t i o n s  I n  view, a n d  f i n a l l l y  a 
c u r t a i l m e n t  of c i v i l .  freedom, of t r a v a l ,  
a s s o c i a  t i o n ,  a n d  e n t e r t a i n m s n t ,  i n  s y s t 2 m n t i c  
effort t o  i n s t i l l  c o n t e m p t  a n d  k i l l  s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  
{DuBoi s ,  1909: 1451 . 



C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  c p e n e d  a r i f t  b e t w o e n  D U B O ~ S  a n d  Wash ing ton  

and w h i l e  the l a t t e r  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  Tuskzyae i n s t s t u t e  and t h 5  

b u s i n 2 s s  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t h u .  f o r m e r  c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  race 

s n d  c u l t u r e ,  A? a t t a c k e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  ' T e u t o n i c  o r i g i c s  

t h e o r y *  a n d  a t t e w p t s d  t o  d o c u m e n t  t h a t  b l a c k  p e o p l e  i n  Africa h a d  

a c h i - l v e d  a d v a n c e d  l e v a l s  o f  c i v i l i s a t i o n  and ware c a p a b l e  of 

i l e ~ o c r a t i c  f o r m s  of g o v r n m e n t .  Thus ,  h e  c o u l d  n o t  h i m s e l f  

d i s m i s s  t h e  premise o f  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s  t h a t  c i v i f i s a t i o n  a n d  race 

were F n t e r l i n k 2 d .  

F a c e d  w i t h  t h ;  academic view t h a t  t h e  N a y r o  was 
i n f e r i o r  because he  h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d  n o t h i n g  t o  
c i v i l i s a t  i o n ,  he  s o u g h t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a t h e o r e t i c a l  
b a s i s  f o r  t h e  e q u a l i t y  sf t h e  w g r o ,  ~ u t  c u r i o u s l y ,  
w i t h i n  a f r a m e w o r k  t h a t  c o m p l e t s l p  a c c e p t e d  t h ~  
r a c i a l  b a s i s  a f  c u l t u r e .  { B r o t z ,  7966: 2 1 ) .  

F o r  W a s h i n g t o n ,  c i v i f i s a t i . c n  c o n s i s t e d  of v a l u e s  a n d  

b e h a v i o u r  t h a t  were u n i v s r s a l l y  v a l i d ,  b u t  D u ~ o i s  i n s i s t e d  o n  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  o r i g i n ;  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  f o r  t h e  b l a c k  p e r s o n  t o  

* p r o v e t  h i m s e l f ,  ha had t o  make a c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  c i v i l i s a t i o n .  

D u B o i s  c o n s e q u e n t l y  o p p o s e d  washing ton*^ t a c i t  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  

Fnf  e r i o r  p o s i t i o n  of  b f  ack p e o p l e  w h i l e  s i m u l t a a e o u s l y  i n s i s t i n g  

o n  t h e  s l p a r a t e n 9 s s  of t h a  c u l t u r e s  o f  t h e  t v o  races, D u B o i s  

a d v o c a t e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m a n t  of b l a c k  s c h o o l s ,  n e w s p a p e r s  and  

business o r g a n i s a t i o n s  i f  they were n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  a u t o n o m o u s  

d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  b l a c k  p e o p l e ,  ~ l t h o u g h  h e  n e v e r  s p o k e  o f  a 

s e p a r a t e  n a t i o n ,  hz  d i d  s d v o c a t s  t h a t  a s e l f - s e g r e g a t e d  ?cnnomy 



was p r a f s r a b l e  t o  a  l o w l y  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  a w h i t e - d o m i n a t e d  

ecor,omy, ( B r o d . a r i c k ,  1959: 168) .  

DuBoi s  o u t l i n s d  t w o  e s s ~ n t i a l  c o m p o n e n t s  of b l a c k  

o r g a ? l i s a t i o n  i n  r e a c t i o n  t o  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  F i r s t ,  he 

u r g e 3  a c t i - c o l o c i a f  s y m p a t h y  f o r  t h e  ~ f r i c a n  p e o p l e  who ware 

s u f f e r i n g  t h e  i n t r u s i o n s  o f  B r i t i s h ,  French and Gsrman i n t e r e s t s ,  

H i s  a s s o c i a t i o n  of c i v i l i s a t i o n  with race i m p l i e d  a c e r t a i n  

s o l i d a r i t y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  of o n e  race r e g a r d l e s s  of t h a i r  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  within or among different s t a t e s ,  A f u r t h e r  b a s i s  

f o r  h i s  f i r s t  c c w p o n e n t  was a c o n c e p t i o n  o f  Africa 3s t h e  

c u l t u r a l  h e a r t h  of t h e  b l a c k  race, H i s  s e c o n d  c o m p o n e n t  d e r i v e d  

f r o m  t h s  i m p o r t a n c e  w h i c h  h e  a s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  

Black p e o p l e ,  s i n c e  i t  c o u l d  b e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  b l a c k  p e ~ p l e  

ha3  h i s t o r i c a l l y  c o n t r l b u t 3 d  t o  c i v i l i s a t i o n ,  i t  was i m p e r a t i v s  

t h a t  t h ~ y  preserve a n d  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  c u l t u r a i  i n t e g r i t y .  X t  

gas,  t h e r e f o r e ,  e s s e n t i a l  t o  c a m p a i g n  f o r  e q u a l  s t a t u s ,  for c i v i l  

r i g h t s  f o r  b l a c k  p e o p l e  i n  America, On t h i s  b a s i s ,  D u B o i s  f o r m e d  

t h e  W i a q a r a  movement  c o m p r i s e d  f a r g e l  y o f  b l a c k  a c a d e m i c s ,  

i n t e f  l e c t u a l s  a n d  some p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  I t  h a d  l i t t l e  s u c c e s s  and 

s o o n  became d e f u n c t ,  W i t h  t h e  ~ s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  MABCP, 

h o w e v e r ,  h e  h a d  a g r o w i n g  and more b r o a d l y  b a s ~ d  v e h i c l e  f o r  t h e  

d i s s a m i n a t i o n  of h i s  i deas ,  i n d e e d ,  t h e  NAACP c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  

m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  of t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  movements  f r o m  1910 t h r o u g h  

t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n  s i x t i e s .  {PSoon, 1970: 69) . 



In a d d i t i o n  t o  DuBofs*  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  A f r i c a n  h i s t o r y  a n d  

c r i t i q u e  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r y  s o c i o f o g y  of r a c e  r e l a t i o n s ,  h e  s p s n t  

much time c r i t i c i s i n g  ~ a s h i n g t o n t s  p o s i t i o n ,  s o m e  s u g g e s t  t h a t  

n u B o i s  was s o  h e a v i l y  e n t r e n c h e d  i n  h i s  r a c i a l  v i e w  o f  c u l t u r e  

a n d  s o c i e t y  t h a t  h e  w a s  i n c a p a b l e  o f  r e c o g n i s i n g  t h e  merits o f  

3 a s h i n g t o n i  s prngrsmmes, m ~ r i t s  a i l e q e d l  y a p p l i c a b l e  t o  H e x i c a n s  

a n d  o t h e r  g r o u p s  a s  well a s  t o  b l a c k s ,  ( B r o t z ,  1 9 6 6 ) .  T h i s  

a r g u m e n t  c o n  t e n d a d  t h a t  H a s h i n g t o n l  s g r a d u a l i s m ,  v o c a t i o n a l  

t r a i n i n g ,  b l a c k  c a p i t a l i s t  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  s o  on,  were t h e  

c o r r e c t  means  o f  r a c i a l  a d v a n c e m s n t .  

DuBois ,  o n  the other h a n d ,  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a s e l f - i m p o s e d  

s u b m i s s i o n  w o u l d  m e r e l y  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  b l a c k s ,  M e x i c a n s ,  etc.,  

u o u l d  b a  c o n f i n e d  t o  lowly p o s i t i o n s ,  U n l i k e  many b l a c k  l e a d e r s  

~f h i s  t i m s ,  D u B o i s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  d i f f e r a n t i a t e  w h i t e  

s o c i e t y  a n d  t o  f n s i s  t t h a t  a l t h o u g h  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  was r a c i a l  i n  

fo rm,  i t  had d e e p - r o o t e d  s o c i a l  o r i g i n s .  

C l e a r l y ,  D u B o i s  d i d  n o t  a d v o c a t e  a s s i m i l a t i o n i s t  o r  %back t o  

A f r i c a s  r e a c t i o n s  t o  A m e r i c a n  r a c i s r a .  H e  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  

f o r e r u n n e r  o f  c u l t u r a l  n a t i o n a l i s m ,  a r a c i a l  p r i d e  t h a t  d e m a n d s  

a n d  r e q u i r e s  c u l t u r a l  au tonomy.  If t o  a c h i e v e  t h i s  a u t o n o m y ,  

p o l i t i c a l  s e c e s s i o n  o r  p r o t e c t i v e  h u s i n e s s  or  l a b o u r  a s s o c i a t i o n s  

weft; n e c e s s a r y ,  t h e n  i t  mus t  b e  a c h i s v a d  i n  t h a t  manner .  

I n i t i a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  b l a c k s  were t o  i n s i s t  on t h e i r  c i v i l  r i g h t s  
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wit h i  n  A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y .  Th&?  stat^ w a s  a x p e c k e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  

r i g h t s  of a l l  a n d  w i t h i n  t h a t  f r a m e w o r k  of a q u a l i t y ,  e a c h  r a c e  

c o u l d  p r a c t i c e  i ts own d i s t i n c t i v e  c u l t u r a ,  What D u B o i s  f a i l e d  

t o  e x a m i n e  was t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  

economy.  T h e  a r g u m e n t  i m p l i e d  i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  

c o u f  d create  t h a  c o n d i t i o n s  of e q u a l i t y  r a a a i n e d  u n p r o v e n .  T h e  

l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  e q u a l  r i q h t s  f o r  a l l  h a s  n o t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  b e ~ n  

i d o n t i c 3 1  w i t h  t h e  r e a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  e q u a l i t y .  F u r t h e r ,  t h a  

n a t u r e  of t h e  r i g h t s  i n  q u e s t i o n  w a s  c l e a r l y  a n  o u t g r o w t h  of  t h e  

s y s t e m  of s o c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  n u t  a  p a n a c e a  f o r  a l l  s o c i a l  

a n d  r a c i a l  i n  j u s t i c e .  This is  i n  p a r t  r e f l e c t e d  by t h e  n a t u r a  of 

thz s u p p o r t  t h a t  t h e  N i a g a r a  ~ o v e a ~ ? n t  a n d  t h e  NAACP r s c e i v e d .  

( f laon,  1972: 78 ) .  

U n t i l  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of t h e  NAACP, D u B o i s *  i a p o r t a n c s  

a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  b e e n  c o n f i n e d  t o  t h a t  of c r i t i c  a n d  t h a o r a t i c '  &an. 

H i s  a d v o c a c y  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a n d  r a c i a l - c u l t u r s l  i d e n t i t y  

i n i t i a l l y  f o u n d  s u p p o r t  among a h a n d f u l  of  r e c e p t i v e  b l a c k  

i n t + l l e c t u a l s .  T h e  WaACP b e i n g  mor? b r o a d l y  b a s e d ,  d r e w  t o  

i t s s f f  many o f  t h e  s k i f l e d  w o r k e r s  who h a d  mater ial  i n t e r a s t s  i n  

r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  r i g h t s  t h e y  h a d  l o s t  a n d  g a i n i n g  new o n e s .  It 

is, p e r h a p s ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t  r e c a i v e d  by t h e  

~ r g a n i s a t i o n s  w i t h  w h i c h  DuBoi s  was a s s o c i a t e d  t h a t  l e d  t o  h i s  

b e l i e f  i n  t h e  a d v a n c e m e n t  of b l a c k  p e o p l e  thraugh t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  

3 2  t h e  most  * a d v a n c e d 1  s e c t i o n  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n ,  what D u B o i s  

termed t h e  t a l e n t e d  t e n t h 9 ,  
___ -* - - 
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DuRois '  career  e x t e n d e d  ovqr a p r o t r a c t e d  p s r i o d  o f  time a n d  

h e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r e d  h i s  p o s i t i o n  a n d  a n a l y s i s  o n  more t h a n  

one  o c c a s i o n .  N o t  o n l y  h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  

p o s i t i o n  a n d  g e o g r a p h i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of thz b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  was 

c h a n g i n g  d r a ~ a t i c a l l y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d e c a d e s  of t h e  t w e n t i e t h  

c ~ n t u r y .  I n  t h e  u r b a n  a r e a s  w h e r e  t h a  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  h a d  h e 2 n  

smal l  a n d  i n c r e i z s i n g  a t  a r e l a t i v e l y  510% r a t e ,  t h e  n u m b e r s  b e g a n  

t o  grow more r a p i d l y ,  Net o u t - m i g r a t i o n  from the S o u t h  had  b e e n  

s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  some time, I n  t h e  d e c a d e  

f o f f o w f n g  t h e  c i v i l .  war a n  e s t i m a t e d  6 8 , 0 0 0  { n o t )  
l e f t  t h e  S o u t h ,  N e g r o  n e t  m i g r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  S o u t h  
i ~ c r e a s e d  i n  e a c h  decade  t h e r e a f t e r  a n d  had r e a c h e d  
n e a r l y  2 0 0 , 0 0 0  by t h a  d e c a d e  1900-1910, ( ~ a i n ,  
1969: 91.  

T h + r e  i s  a  t e n d e n c y  t o  e x p l a i n  the waves  o f  w i g r a t i o n  from 

t h a  S o u t h  p u r e l y  a s  a  r z s u l t  o f  ths o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a f f o r d e d  by 

i n c r e a s e d  w a r t i m e  i n d u s t r i a l  e x p a n s i o n  a n d  t h i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  is a n  

i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r .  { B a r a n  a n d  S u e e z y ,  1968: 2 4 9 ) .  It is e q u a l l y  

t m p n r t a n t ,  however ,  t o  r e c o g n i s e  t h e s e  waves a s  a c c e n t u a t i o n s  i n  

a  more p r o t r a c t e d  t r e n d  r e s u l t i n g  f r o %  3 r g a n i s a t i o n a l  a n d  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  f a r m i n q  s e c t o r ,  
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Given t h e  u n i q u e  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p s r i e n c q  o f  t h ~  b l a c k  

Am,?r icans  a n d  t h 2  s c a l e  o f  t h e  n t i g r a t i o r , ,  it i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t o  

f i n d  similarities b e t w e e n  them a n d  o t h e r  l a r g e  g r o u p s  m i g r a t i n g  

f r o m  a r u r a l  t o  a n  u r b a n  e n v i r o n m e n t .  ( H a n d l i n ,  1953.,  R e x ,  

T h u s ,  a  s p e c i f i c a l l y  b l a c k  u r b a n  l i f e - s t y l e  q u i c k l y  

devq ' l oped ,  o n e  c l e a r l y  i n f l u e n c % d  h y  e a r l i . i r  f o r ~ s  of b l a c k  

s o c i a l  o r q a n i s a t i o a .  This was c l e a r l y  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  M a r c u s  

G a r v e y  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  N e g r o  Improvement  A s s o c i a t i o n  [UNLA). 

E q u a l l y  c l e a r  a t  t h i s  t ime was t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  

b l a c k s  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e  a n d  t h e  rise o f  l a b o u r  r a d i c a l i s m ,  

A 

4 ,  F r o @  1920 t o  1960: G a r v e y  a n d  L a b o u r  ~ a d i c a l i s m .  

A .  M a r c u s  G a r v e y .  

G a r v e y ,  s o n  of  a ~ a m a i c a n  s t o c e m a s o n  was ~ 3 t h e r  p r i v i l e g e d  

I n  h i s  u p b r i n g i n g  a n d  ky no  means  a s  wuch a man of t h e  p e o p l e  a s  

some would  s u g g e s t .  ( G a r v e y ,  1963) .  Greatly i n f l u e n c e d  by 

~ a s h i n g t o n ' s  w r i t i n g s ,  E a r v e y s s  p rog ramme w a s  c o n s i s t e d  of a 

c o m b i n a t i o n  of  s t r i v i n g  t o  ward e c o n o m i c  s t r a n q t h  a n d  s e c u r i t y  a s  

a race and ,  t h e  militancy of A f r i c a n  l i b e r a t i o n  a n d  black 

r ~ l p a t r i a t i r s n .  E s s i e n - U a o m  h a s  made a t h o r o u g h  s t u d y  of t h e  b l a c k  

N a t i o n a l i s t  m o v e m e n t s  a n d  be i s  w o r t h  q u o t i n g  a t  l e n g t h .  
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G a r v e y ' s  i d e o l o q y  was b o t h  n a t i o n a l i s t  and r a c i a l .  
His n a t i o n a l i s t  c b  j e c t i o e  was t h e  r e d e m p t i o n  o f  
Africa f o r  ~ f s i c a n s  a h r o a d  a n d  home. H3 a d v o c a t e 3  
r a c i a l  p u r i t y ,  r a c i a l  i ~ t t e g r i t y  a n d  r a c i a l  
hegemocy.  B e  s o u g h t  t o  o r g a n i s 2  MJgroS  i n  th2 
U ~ i t z d  S t a t e s  o n t o  a v a n g a u r d  f o r  A f r i c a9s  
r e d e m p t i o n  f r o m  c o l o n i a l i s @  a n d  h o p e d  e v a n t u a l f y  to 
l e a d  t h o m  b a c k  t o  Africa. T h e  m a j o r  i n s t r u m e n t  f o r  
t h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  t h a s e  o b j e c t i v e s  was e c o n o m i c  
c o - o p e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  s o l i d a r i t y ,  ae b e l i e v e d  t h a t  
i f  t h e  pegroes were z c o n o m i c a l l y  sstrorig i n  tho, 
U c i t e d  S t a t e s ,  t h e y  wou ld  b= a b l e  t o  r e d e e m  A f r i c a  
and e s t a b l i s h  a world wide c o a f r a t a r n i t y  o f  b l a c k  
p e o p l e .  {Ess iaa-Udom,  1962: 4 8 ) .  

G a r v f p  i s  q e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  to h a v e  come t o  t h e  a i d  of 

B l a c k  p e o p l a  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  i n  H a r l e m )  a s  a new wave of 

h o p e l e s s n e s s  was  s w e e p i n g  t h e m .  

G a r v e y  l e a p e d  i n t o  t h e  o c e a n  o f  blsck u n h a p p i n e s s  
a t  a m o s t  t i m e l y  moD2nt f o r  a s a v i o u r .  H e  had  
w i t n e s s e d  T h e  N f  grot s d i s i l l u s i o n m s n t  mount, w i t h  
t h e  p r o q r e s s  o f  t h e  w o r l d  war. N a g r o  s o l d i e r s  had 
s u f f e r e d  a f  l forms of J i m  Crow h u m i l i a t i o n  ( a n d ]  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  ....... . After t h e  war t h e r e  was a 
r e s u r g e c c e  o f  Ku K l u x  K l a n  i n f f u e n c e ,  a n o t h e r  
d e c a d e  o f  r a c i a l  h a t r e d  a n d  o p e n  l a v l e s s n ~ s s  had  
set i n .  ( D t f e y ,  c i t 2 d  i n  C l a r k e ,  1974: 1 8 ) .  

G a r v e y r s  U N f A  o r g a n i s a t i o n  came t o  p r o m i n e n c e  i n  1917 when 

1 5 0 0  p e o p l e  j o i n e d  i n  o n e  day i n  H a r l e m  { A l l e n ,  1969:  8 5 ) .  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s ,  he  f o r m e d  t h e  Black S t a r  S t a a m s h i p  C o a p a n y ,  

e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of b l a c k  b a n k s  a n d  t h e  b l a c k  

b o u r g e o i s i 2  i n  g e n e r a l ,  a n d  s t a b l i s h e d  a c h u r c h .  B r a n c h e s  o f  

the o r g a n i s a t i o n  were f o r m e d  i n  S o u t h  America and  Africa a n d  a t  

one. mass m e e t i n g  
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a t  B a d i s o n  s q u a f s  G a r d e n s  - t h e  l a r g e s t  a u d i t o r i u m  
i n  t h e  s t a t n  - . . u h i t e  r e p o r t e r s  c o n c e d e d  t h a t  
a b o u t  25,000 asszmbled i n s i d e  t h e  a u d i t o r i u m ,  a n d  
t h e r e  was a n  o v e r f l o w  s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  streets. 
{ C l a r k e ,  1974: 2 1 ) .  

Thsre can b e  r,o d o u b t  that t h i s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  was base4 o n  

2 x t e n s i v e  p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t .  Its organisation a n 3  p h i l o s o p h y ,  

h o v s v a r ,  merit a t t e n t i o n .  

G a r v e y  was i n  c o m p f z t e  c o n t r o l  o f  a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  aspects 

3f t h e  UNIB, T h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  was s t r u c t u r e d  a l o n g  m i l i t a r y  

l i n e s  a n d  i ts o f f i c e r s  dacked  o u t  i n  t h e  p a r a p h e r n a l i a  o f  

V i c t o r i a n  i m p e r i a l i s t  s o l d i e r y .  I t  r e g a r d e d  its m i s s i o n  a s  the 

u p l i f t i n g  a n d  * E u r o p e a n i s a t i o n y  o f  t h i ?  ' p r i m i t i v e t  A f r i c a n  

t r i b a s .  I t  o p e n l y  e s p o u s e d  f a s c i s t  p r i n c i p l e s ;  i n d e e d  G a f v s y  

c l a i m e d  thst ~ u s s o l i n i  h a d  l 2 a r n e d  f a s c i s m  from him, t h a t  b l a c k  

r ~ a c t i o n a r i e s  had s a b o t a g e d  i t ,  a n d  t h a t  the s a l v a t i o n  o f  t n e  

b l a c k  pe3pl .e  war; t o  be f o u n d  I n  e x t r e m e  n a t i o n a l i s m .  ( R o s e s ,  

'1972: 4 6 ) .  

G a r v e y  d i s p l a y e d  a crass i g n o r a n c e  o n  s e v e r a l  matters,  

g r o c l a i i n i n g  t h a t  whereas c a p i t a l i s m  w a s  t h l  o n l y  means t o  human 

a d v a n c e m e n t  a n d  a l l  i t s  enemies t h e r e f o r e  enemies of h u m a n i t y ,  

none the l c i s s ,  f?s would not a l l o u  a r .y  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  awn morz thar, 

one  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  n o r  a n y  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  more than five m i l l i o n s .  

( M D s ~ s ,  1972) 



In r e a l i t y ,  t h e  U N I a  made n o  a t t e m p t  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  

e c o n o m i c  p r e d i c a m e n t  o f  b l a c k s  w i t h i n  ~ i a e r i c a r i  s o c i e t y .  Th? o n l y  

s o l u t i o n  o f f e r e d  was e s c a p e  t o  a n  ?,fri.cn h o m e l a n d  which was 

i t s e l f  t o  be t r a n s f o r m s d  i n t o  t h e  e c o n o m i c  i m a g e  o f  ~ m s r i c a  w i t h  

t h e  s i n g l e  d i f f e r e n c e  t h a t  b l s c k  p e o p l e  would  ba i n  p o s i t i o n s  of 

power .  T h i s  i m p l i e s  o n e  of  t w o  p r o p o s i t i o n s ;  i t  e i t h e r  a s c r i b e s  

p e c u l i a r  l i b e r a t i n g  q u a l i t i e s  t o  t h e  A f r i c l n  c o n t i n e n t  ( a  

p r o p o s i t i o n  h a r d l y  d e s e r v i n g  of s e r i o u s  a t t r n t i o n )  , or,  p e c u l i a r  

o p p r e s s i v e  q u a 1  i t i e s  a r e  a s c r i b e d  t o  A m e r i c a n  w h i t e  p e o p l e ,  on 

t h e  face of t h i c g s ,  a s l i q h t f y  more r e a s o n a b l e  p r o p o s i t i o n  b u t  

o n e  that f a i l s  t o  d i f f e r 2 n t i a t e  w h i t 3 s  w i t h i n  A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y ,  

I n  a i l  p r o b a b i l i t y ,  G a r v e y ' s  o r g a n i s a t i o n  would n o t  h a v s  a t t a i n e d  

t h o  n u m b e r s  it d i d  had i t  . p o s e d  a serious t h r e a t  t o  the s x i s t l n g  

S t a t u s  q u o  o f  A m e r i c a n  race r % f a t i o n s ,  In 1927 G a r v e y  was 

d e p o r t e d  o n  a c h a r g e  of f r a u d e l e n t  u s e  of  the m a i l s ,  B l a c k  S t a r  

S t 9 a m s h i p  Company w e n t  b a n k r u p t  a n d  many b l a c k s  l o s t  t h e  

i n v e s t m e n t s  t h e y  h a d  made i n  t h e s e  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  

The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  h i s  p o p u l a r  success m u s t  be  se t  i n  

terms o f  w h a t  l a r g e  m i g r a n t  g r o u p s  i n  a h o s t i l e  e n v i r o n m e n t  

a t t e m p t  t o  p r e s e r v e  o f  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  identity, a s  new 

gen ? r a t i o n s  o f  u r b a n  blacks a p p e a r e d  t h 2 y  t a n d s d  t o  r e l i n q u i s h  

t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  s y s t e m s  of t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  C l e a r l y ,  t h e s a  

p r o c e s s e s  c a n  o r l y  b s  u n d e r s t o o d  t h r o u g h  a c a r e f u l  e x a m i n a t i o n  of  

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  m i g r a n t  g r o u p  a n d  ' h o s t  s o c i o t y 8  i n  t h a  



s p e c i f i c  c o n t e x t  of t h e i r  tla2 bat Gaf v e y q s  p o p u l a r i t y  is  

a n a c h r o n i s t i c  i f  not v iewed  i n  t h i s  way. 

T h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of b l a c k  p e ~ p f e  i n  t h ~  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  and  

t h ~  s p e c i f i c  n a t u r e  of th2 i . r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  t h 2  l a b o u r  force  

q a v e  rist t3 a n  e r c s i o n  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  forms o f  o r p a n i s a t i o n  azd 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  m o r e  b r o a d l y  b a s e d  a c t i v i t i e s *  P e r h a p s  t h ~  ~ o s t  

i m p o r t a n t  component of b l a c k  s t r u g g l e s  f o r  e q u a l i t y  i n  t h 2  p e r i o d  

f r o m  t h e  n i n e t e e n  t w e n t i e s  t o  t h e  end o f  t h e  second w o r l d  war was 

t h a i r  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  l a b o u r  u n i o n s  and  t h e  C o m m u n i s t  Party of 

America. The n a t u r e  of  t h i s  association is e s s e n t i a l  t o  an 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of t h e  c i v i l  rights movement a n d  

t h e  black Power o r g a n i s a t i o n s  of t h e  nineteen f i f t i e s  a n d  

s i x t i e s .  T h e  e x i s t e n c e  of w o r k e r s  o r q a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  t r a d e  u n i o n s  

among b l a c k  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  n i n - ? t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  

n o t e d ,  D i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c a s  on ths p a r t  o f  w h i t e  u n i o n s  h a w  

p e r s i s t ~ d  from t h a t  time t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  p r e s e n t .  Competition 

i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  j o b  ~ a r k e t  h a s  made u n i t y  among d i f f e r e n t  s"ctors 

of t h e  l a b o u r  E c r c e  d i f f i c u l t ,  nonetheless many u n i o n s  h a v e  

f o u g h t  f o r  p r i n c i p l e s  of e q u a l i t y  a l b e i t  with l i t t l e  success. 

T h e  A m e r i c a n  F e d e r a t i o n  of: L a b o u r  a t  its 1890 c o n f e r e n c e  s t a t e d  

that 

It) h e  F ~ d e r a t i o n  l o o k s  w i t h  d i s f a v o u r  upon t r a d e  
u n i o n s  h a v i n g  p r o v i s i o n s  wh ich  e x c l u d s  from 
Bombt? r sh ip  p e r s o n s  o n  a c c o u n t  o f  r3ce o r  
co l au r , ,  . . . The N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of M a c h i n i s t s  



i n  1 8 9 0  3t.d t h e  B o i l e r r n a k s r s  a n d  I r o n  s a i p b u i l d ? r s  
i n  1 3 9 3  were r e f u s z d  c h a r t e r s  by t h s  A.F.L. 
b e c a u s e  t h e y  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  b a r r 9 d  Hegross f r m  
msrt tbership,  ( K a r s o n  a n d  ~ a d o s h ,  i n  J a c o b s o n ,  19S8: 
155) . 

By ths t u n  of t h e  c a r i t u r y  t h e  s t a n c e  of th? A-F.L.  h a d  

been a f  most  c o m p l e t e l y  r a v e r s ~ d .  

. . . . . . . (I) n i ts 1900 c o n v e n t i o n ,  the ~ e d e r a t i o n  
boned t o  t h e  w h i t +  s u p r e m a c i s t s  b y  z n d o r s i n g  a p l a n  
to o r g a n i s e  N e g r o e s  i n t o  s a p a x a t e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  
I n  e f f e c t ,  t h i s  a c t i o n  m e a n t  a b a n d ~ n i n g  t h e  Neqfo 
w o r k e r s .  ( F o s t e r ,  195W: 373) , 

T h i s  r e v e r s a l  can be  e x p l a i n e d  by  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  W . F . L . ,  

based  as  it was on t h e  o r g q n i s a t i o n  o f  s k i l l e d  t r a d e s p e o p l a ,  

f s a r s d  t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  u n s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s  who 

would  s u p p o s e d l y  t h r e a t e n  t h e  s e c u r i t y  o f  t h e  s k i l l e d  w o r k e r s *  

B u t  t h i s  f o r m  of e x p l a n a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

p o s i t i o n s  of b o t h  black and white w o r k e r s  arose f r o m  t h e  

i n t e r s t s  of  workers a s  c o m p g t i t o r s  w i t h i n  t h e  j o b  m a r k e t .  

L a b o u r  u n i o n s  h a v e ,  by a n d  l a r g e ,  t e n d e d  t o  be p r o t e c t i v ?  

s e l  • ’ - i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  of w o r k e r s  of  s i m i l a r  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  

l a b o u r  f o r c e .  T h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of ths W.F.L.  a n d  t h s  C.I,O* is 

a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s ,  

S h i f t s  a n d  c h a n g e s  i n  th2 r s l a t i o n s h i p  b3tween t h e  A . F . L . ,  

t h e  C . I . 0 .  a n d  t h e  comrnxlnist P a r t y  (C,P). , a n d  b l a c k  w o r k e r s  

o c c u r r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p e r i o d  1920-1950.  fr, b r i ? f  s x a m i n a t i o n  of 



t h e s s  c h a n g e s  may r e v e a l  what th3 degree o f  i n t a g r a t i o n  b a t u e z n  

B l a c k  a n d  W h i t e  w o r k e r s  was d u r i n g  t h i s  t i a e  a n d  wha t  t r a n s p i r ~ d  

f r o m  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

9, L a b o u r  Radicalism a n d  B l a c k  ~ i g h t s .  

T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between b l a c k  w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  A . F . L .  c a n  

b e  mos t  c o n c i s e l y  o u t l i n e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  P h i l i p  

R a n d o l p h ,  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  S l e e p i n g  C a r  P o r t e r s  u n i o n .  By  1929 h a  

was a d v o c a t i n g  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  of the A.H.L. o n  the g r o u n d s  t h a t  

it p e r p 3 t u a t e d  racism. H e  was met c o n s i s k e n t i y  w i t h  the A , P , L ,  

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w h e r e a s  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  c o ~ m i t t 2 e  c o u l d  u r g e  

u n i o n s  t o  undertake n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  p r a c t i c e ,  i t  c o u l d  n o t  

i n t e r f e r e  with t h e  a u t c n o m o u s  r i g h t s  of a f f i l i a t e d  u n i o n s .  A 

sqries ~ 3 f  h e a r i n g s  a n d  c o m m i t t e e s  o f  e n q u i r y  d i d  f i t t l a  t o  a l t e r  

t h s  s i t u a t i o n ,  however R ~ ~ n d o l p h  a m a s s e d  d o c u m e n t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  

on  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  u n i o n  p r a c t i c e s ,  [ J a c o b s o n ,  

1968: 1 7 4 ) .  

Again ,  in 1 9 4 5 ,  R a n d o l p h  demanded t h a t  thn  A + P . L .  r e f u s e  t o  

c e r t i f y  u n i o n s  who p r a c t i c e d  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  f u r t h t r ,  

h e  u r g a d  t h a t  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  u n i o n s  be d i s b a n d e d .  These t o k e n  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  f o r  b l a c k  w o r k 2 r s  which  w2re a f f i l i a t e d  t o  t h e  

A . F . L ,  p a i d  d u e s  but c o u l d  n o t  v o t e  o f f i c c x s  i n t o  p o s i t i o n s  of 

u n i o n  a u t h o r i t y .  





b l a c k  people s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  their v i e w s  i n t o  3f f  ice. E l s e w h e r s  

t h e y  a t t e m p t e d  t o  h i g h l i g h t  t h e  r a c i a l  i s s u e  a t  e v e r y  

o p p o r t u n i t y ,  T ~ O  C o m m u n i s t s  c l e a r l y  h o p e d  t o  u s e  t h e  C.I.O. a s  

a m e a n s  of o r g a n i s i n g  b l a c k  a o r k e r s  a r o u n d  p a r t y  p rog rammes .  

( b )  T h e  German a t t a c k  o n  tile S o v i z t  Union  r a d i c a l l y  a l t e r ~ d  

t h e  o r d e r  of p r i o r i t i e s  o f  t h e  C o a m u n i s t  P a r t y ;  t h e  war w a s  

r e d e f i n e d  a s  a h o l y  c r u s a d e  a n d  black l eaders  3 t t e m p t i n g  t o  

m a i n t a i n  t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  of r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a s  a n  i s s u e  w;re 

swerel  y c r i  t i c i s e d ,  C, I. 0. l e a d e r s h i p  p e r s i s t e d  in its 

a t t s m p t s  to secure r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y ,  The C,P .  r e d u c e d  t h e  l e v e l  

of i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  s o u t h  i n  p s r a l l e l  w i t h  i t s  o v e r a l l  

d e m o t i o n  of? t h e  r a c i a l  i s s u e  a n d  t h e  s t a g e  was 'set f o r  new f o r m s  

3f r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  C , f  ,O., b l a c k  w o r k e r s  a n d  the 

C o a m u n i s t  P a r t y ,  ~ h o  N,A,A,c.  P. a n d  o t h e r  b l a c k  c i v i l  r i g h t s  

g r o u p s  were i n c r e a s i n g l y  t a k i n g  t h e i r  d e m a n d s  t o  g o v e r n r a ~ n t  a n d  

c o n f r o n t i n g  i s s u e s  g e n e r a l l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  p u r v e y  o f  C . f o O l  

ac t i v i t  i a s .  

( c )  T h e  p o s t  w a r  p e r i o d  b r o u g h t  with it: t h e  ccld war and 

p a r t i c u l a r  d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  t h ~  c .P .  A l t h o u g h  i t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  

r e t u r n  t o  militant p o s i t i o n s  o n  b l a c k  l a h o n r  r i g h t s ,  t h e  d e c l i n e  

i n  o v e r a l l  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  C.I.O. t o  d s f e n d  

r a t h e r  t h a n  d e v e l o p e  i t s  p o s i t i o n s  made it d i f f i c u l t  t o  p u b l i c i s e  
8 

their (the C o m m u n i s t s )  d2mands  fo r  s u p e r - s 3 1 i i o r i t y  s y s t e m s  t o  



p r o t e c t  blacks a g a i n s t  1 a y - o f f s  a n d  g t h e r  forms of v i c t i m i s d t i o n .  

F o s t e r  r e p l a c e d  B r o w d e r  a s  P a r t y  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  r e a c t i v a t e d  t h e  

prs-C, I , O ,  n a t i o n a l i s t  p o s i t i o n ,  u n d e r  g r z a t  p r % s s u r a ,  t h e  

C.X.0. was f o r c e d  t o  remove  mar,y C o m m u n i s t s  r r o m  positions of 

power a n d  t h e  g r o w i n g  h y s t s r i a  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  E c C a r t h y  

p e r i o d  made m i l i t a n t  l a b o u r  a c t i v i t y  a lmos t  i m p o s s i b l e .  I n  t h e  

f a c e  o f  w e a k e n i n g  Communi s t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  a h o s t i l e  p u b l i c  a n d  

consequent d i s s e n s i o n  w i t h i n  the l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  C , f . O .  its 

mergor i n  1 9 5 5  with the A . F ,  XI, was made f rom a p o s i t i o n  of 

r e l a t i v e  w e a k n e s s ,  The  n e a r  c a p i t u l a t i o n  of t h e  C , I , O .  t o  t h a  

A , P , L ,  s i l e n c e  on r a c i a l .  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  l a b o u r  u n i o n s  was  

t h e r e f o r e ,  n o  g r e a t  s u r p r i s e ,  (Rosen ,  in Jacahson,  1958) . 

Real a d v a n c e s  were made b y  b l ack  w o r k e r s  d u r i n g  the war 

p e r i o d .  E e d i a n  b l a c k  incomes a s  a  p e r c e n t a g e  of w h i t e  income 

i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  of b l a c k  w o r k e r s  i n  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and  

s k i l l e d  l a b o u r  a l s o  i n c r e a s e d .  Hawev-?r, some of the i n c r e a s e  is 

e x p l a i n e d  by tho movem2nt of b l a c k s  f rom t h s  c o u n t r y s i d e  t o  th;3 

cities a n d  t h e  r a t e s  of i n c r e a s e  d r o p  s h a r p l y  i f  i n d i v i d u a l  

r a t h e r  t h a n  f a m i l y  i n c o m a  i s  c o r s i d e r e d .  (Cookl 1970. ,  P ~ r f o ,  

1975) . 

The  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  C . T , o .  a n d  A . P . L .  t o  t h e  

advancement o f  t h e  e c o n o m i c  p o s i t i o n  o f  b l a c k  workers h a s  h e n  

s u m m s r i s s d  i n  t h e  following manner:  



T h a  c o n c l u s i o n  ssems i n e s c a p a b l e  t h a t  t h e  C . I  .O.  
d i d  much t o  chang ;  t h ?  r h e t o r i c  of o u r  s o c i e t y ' s  
r e s p o n s e  t o  s o c i a l  evils, b u t  l e s s  t o  a l t a r  
p e r m a n e n t l y  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  t h i s  r e s p o n s e ,  The 
A , P . L .  u n i o n s  emerged f r o m  t h e i r  p r o l o n g e d  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C I O  d e e p l y  a f f e c t e d  i n  
s e v e r a l  important r e s p e c t s ,  but ths l e a d e r s  had n o t  
b a s i c a l l y  r e v i s e d  t h e i r  a p p r o a c h  t o  race q u e s t i o n s .  
P e r h a p s  more i m p o r t a n t  is t h s  fact t h a t  t h e  
e c o n o m i c  p o s i t i o n  of Negro  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  was c h a a g z d  by forces ov t ; r  which t h o  C . I . O .  
h a 3  l i t t l e  o r  no i n f l u e n c a ,  . , . (W) h e n  t h a  war was 
o v e r ,  t h 9  C. 1.0. d i d  n o t  f i n d  t h e  l e v e r s  of power 
t h a t  wou ld  h a v e  a n a b l e d  it t o  c o n t i n u e  the h i s t o r i c  
a l t e r a t i o n  i n  t h s  N e g r o ' s  p o s i t i o n  wh ich  the war 
h a d  b e g u n .  (Hosen, i n  J a c o b s o n ,  1968: 2 0 8 ) .  

It is c l e a r  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  was a 

central i s s u e  i n  l a b o u r  r a d i c a l i s m  fromr t h e  n i n e t e e n - t w e n t i e s  t o  

t h e  p o s t  war p e r i o d ,  t h e  b a r g a i n i n g  s t r e n g t h  and  p o l i t i c a l  

c o n t r o l  e x e r c F s e d  b y  b l a c k  p e o p l e  o v e r  p r o g r a m m e s  a r o u n d  t h i s  

i s s u 2  were v e r y  l i m i t e d .  L a b o u r ,  i n  its p o s i t i o n  o f  s t r e n g t h  

d u r i n g  t h e  war, a c h i e v e d  g r e a t  a d v a n c e s .  However ,  t h z  d i v i d e d  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  o r q a n i s a t i o n s  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  A o F - L .  

a n d  C.1.0, a n d  i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  p r a c t i c e s  o f  a f f l i a t e d  u n i o n s .  

T h e s e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t ,  i n  t h e  e n d ,  e a c h  o r g a n i s a t i o n  f a v o u r e d  a 

p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  s t a t u s  quo.  R a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  

l a b o u r  m a r k s t  r e s u l t e d  n o t  f r o m  i n n a t e  e l e m e n t s  o f  ths u n i o n s ,  

b u t  f r ~ m  t h e  u n i o n s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  forms of p r o t e c t i v e  

a s s o c i a t i o n s  whose relative s t r e n g t h  was  a n d  i s  d e t e r a i n e d  by  

2conomi.c  f a c t o r s  b e y o n d  t h e i r  c o n t r o l ,  T h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p o s i t i o n  

of  b l a c k s  v i t h i a  the A . F . L ,  and G . I , O ,  a m s e  from t h e  manne r  

and timing of t h e  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  black p e o p l e  i n t o  t h e  l a b o u r  
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f o r c e .  Where m u l t i - r a c i a l  f a b o u r  e x i s t e d  b e f o r -  u n i o n i s a t i o n  it 

was s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e f l e c t e d  in n o n - d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  u n i o n s .  T h e s e  

c o n d i t i o n s  d i d  n o t ,  h o w e v e r ,  p e r t a i n  i n  many o f  t h e  ksy s e c t o r s .  

Post war r e d u n d a n c i e s  t h u s  a f f e c t e d  t h o s o  who ware n o t  o r g a n i s a d  

a n d  b l a c k s  were h e a v i l y  nuiaberei i  among t h a s e ,  Whzr? b l a c k s  were 

~ r g a n i s e d  i t  was o f t e n  in a f o r m  w h i c h  y a v *  tnsn l i t t l e  p o v j r  i n  

t h e  ~ v e r a l l  u n i o n  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  t h i s ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  e m p l o y e r s  

t a c t i c s  o f  last h i r e d - f i r s t  f i re& l e d  t o  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  

e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  p o s t - w a r  d e p r e s s i o n  o n  b l a c k s ,  

I n c a p a b l e  o f  e i t h 2 r  independently c o n f r o n t i n q  t h e  e m p l o y e r s  

o r  g a i n i n g  a p o s i t i o n  of s t r m g t h  w i t h i n  t h e  u n i o n s ,  b l a c k  p s o p l e  

t u r n e d  a g a i n  t o  r a c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  the 

s t a t e ,  T h e  CORE a n d  NAACP e m 2 r g e d  a s  c h a m p i o n s  of r a c i a l  

e q u a l i t y  i n  t h e  p o s t  war p e r i o d .  Xhare  l a b o u r  u n i o n s  h a d  f a i l e d ,  

i t  s e e m e d  t h a t  q o v e r n m e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o u l d  succeed - if i t  Her+  

p r e s s u r e d  b y  c i v i l  r i g h t s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  T h e s e  were n o t  m e r e l y  

c o n f i n 2 d  t o  s u c h  c l ass ic  i n c i d e n t s  a s  the Hontgomery  b u s  a f f a i r  

b u t  i n v o l v e d  d e a a n d s  o n  t h e  F a i r  E m p l o y a e n t  P r a c t i c e s  Commiss ion ,  

a f e d e r a l  b o a r d  foundea a s  a r e s u l t  of l a b o u r  action i n  t h t  

t h i r t i 2 s  a n d  f o r t i a s .  

D e s p i t e  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o u r  s u r p l u s  i n  t h a  p o s t  war p s t i o d ,  

b l a c k  r u r a l  t o  u r b a n  m i g r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d .  A t  t h e  s a m s  time 

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c s  a n d  a  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of l a b o u r  f o r c l  
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r 2 q u l r e r n e n t s  m a r g i n a l i s s d  many of t h e  b l a c k  u r b a n  g h e t t o  

d w e l l e r s ,  By 1962, 70% ~f t h ?  b l a c k  u r b a n  l a b o u r  f o r c e  was 

c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  b l u e - c o l l a r  a n d  s e r v i c e  work s e c t o r s .  ( p e c k ,  

cited i n  J s c o b s n n ,  1968: 2 1 3 ) .  B u t  e m p l o y m e n t  i n  t h e  formsr of 

t h e s e  s e c t o r s  w a s  d e c l i n i n g  i n  r a t e  of g r o w t h  a n d  wage ra tes  i n  

the l a t t e r  were s l i p p i n y  f u r t h e r  b e h i n d  a v a r a g e  wage r a t e s ,  

(Brave rman ,  1974:  3 9 5 ) .  Lo% wage r a t e s  i n  the s e r v i c e  s e c t o r  

were f r e q u e n t l y  o f f s e t  by more t h a n  one family member 

p a r t i c i p a t i r i q  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e ,  T h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  was a r 3 t h i . r  

t e n u o u s  s o l u t i o n  a s ,  a f  t h o u g h  

,... (5.) t is true t h a t  n a t i o n w i d e ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  
f a m i l y  h a s  1 .7  f u l l  time e q u i v a l e n t  w o r k e r s . ,  , , , 
t h e  &a j o r i t y  o f  l ow- income  f ami l i e s  i n  America are  
u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  e n o u g h  work t o  occupy more  t h a n  o n e  
f u l l  time e q u i v a l e n t  fae@ber.  {Bravar rnan ,  1974: 
397) * 

AS p r o m o t i o n  a n d  wage  s c a l e s  d o  n o t  i n c r e a s e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

i n  lower echelofi s e r v i c e  work,  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of b l a c k s  i n  t h e  

s e r v i c e  s e c t o r  is s u g g e s t e d  i n  c o m p a r a t i v e  i n c o m e  f i g u r e s  f o r  t h 2  

same a g o  c o h o r t s  o f  b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s .  

Among t h o s e  aged 25-34 i n  1 9 6  and 35-44 t e n  y e a r s  
l a t e r ,  t h e  r a t i o  o f  b l a c k  t o  w h i t e  i n c o m e s  d e c l i n e d  
f r o m  6 8 %  t o  65% w h i l 5  the d o l l a r  g a p  mora t h a n  
d o u b l e d  f r o m  $1,700 t $3 ,600 ,  ( P e r l o ,  1975:  83) , 

Both  a g r i c u l t u r a l  ar id  i n d u s t r i a l  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e s  

f u r n i s h e d  t h p  labour t h a t  o p e r a t i v e s ,  s e r v i c e s  a n d  r e t a i l  and 

c l e r i c a l  sec tors  a b s o r b e d .  



A s  t h e  s m p l o y m e n t  e f f n c t s  of t h e  t r c h n o l o g i c a l  
r n v ~ l u t i o , n .  begaT! t o  ba f e l t  h o w l v e r ,  t h a  s t e a d y  
p r o p o r t i o n a l  increase of o p e r a t i v e s  c e a s 5 d  a n d  
a f t e r  1950 t h e  q r o u p  f e l l  b a c k w a r d  a s  a p r o p o r t i o n  
o f  t h e  t o t a l  ( a l t h o u g h  n u m e r i c a l l y  it c o n t i n u e d  t o  
i n c r e a s e )  , B u t  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  a n d  e v e n  a c c e l e r a t e d  
i n c r e a s e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t w o  g r o u p s ,  c l e r i c a l  a n d  
sales-service, h a s  t a k e n  u p  t h e  w o r k e r s  r a f s a s e d  
f r m  f a c t o r y  e m p l o y m e n t  (o r  r, i?ver h i r e d ) .  
(Bravesman ,  1 9 7 4 ,  3 8 1 ) .  

T h e  s l o u g h i n g  off o f  l a b o u r  b y  one  sector a n d  i ts  a b s o r p t i o n  

by a n o t h l ; r  does  not o p e r a t e  i n  c o m p l e t e  harmony,  O b v i o u s  

l o g i s t i c a l .  p r o b l e m s  a r i se ,  More i m p o r t a n t l y  h o w e v e r ,  th? 

a b s o r b i n g  s a c t o r  may r e q u i r e  a d i f f e r e n t  form nf l a b o u r ,  t r a i n e d  

i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  m a n n e r  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  l o w e s t  r a tes  o f  p a y .  

T h e  a b s e n c e  o f  s t r o n g  u n i o n  t r a d i t i o n s  among t h s  w o r k s r s  t h a t  a r e  

h i r e d  is an  o b v i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  here, T h u s  b l a c k  women h a v e  

b e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  cf2rical s e c t o r  w h i l e  b l a c k  men h a v e  

h a d  i n c r g a s i n g  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  f i n d i n g  work, T h a t  t h e s e  t e n d s n c i z s  

s h o u l d  effect  black p e o p l e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  i s  a mzre r e f l e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of b l a c k s  i n  t h e  e n p l a y r t i e n t  s s c t o r s  wh ich  a r e  

d e c l i n i n g  - u n s k i l l e d  l a b o u r  a n d  d o m a s t i c  s e r v i c e .  ( P e r l o ,  

1975: 77) 

T h e s e  a r e  t h e  t e n d e n c i e s  t o  w h i c h  b l a c k  m o v e m e n t s  of v a r i o u s  

k i n d s  r e s p o n d e d  i n  t h e  1960s. p r i o r  t o  1964,  more  t r a d i t i o n a l  

forms o f  b l a c k  a c t i o n  f o c u s e d  a t t e a t i o n  on p o i i t i c a l  s u p p r e s s i o n  

a n d  u n f a i r  l a b o u r  p r a c t i c e s  b 9 t h  i n  the North and t h e  S o u t h .  The 

W A A C P  a n d  C o B E  were v e r y  a c t i v e  hi th? n i n s t e e n  fifti3s when t h e  



qfrsedom r i d e s '  began  a n d  M a r t i n  L u t h + r  K i n g  f o u n d e d  t he  S o u t h e r n  

C h r i s t i a n  L e a d e r s h i p  C o ~ ~ f e r e n c e .  X a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  was 

q u i c k l y  r e - e s t a b l i s h a d  a s  a m a j o r  focus i n  a m z r i c a n  p o l i t i c s  and 

a m a s s i v e  march o n  ~ a s h i n g t o n  i n  1963 b r o u g h t  p r o m i s e s  o f  c h a n g s  

a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  john son*^ *nar o n  p o v e r t y '  was, h o w e v e r ,  too 

l i t t l e  t o o  late and t h 2  f u n d a m e n t a l s  of  l i f ~  a s  a b l a c k  A m e r i c a n  

p e r s i s t e d  u n c h a n g e d .  

This f a i l u r "  g e n e r a t e d  a ser ies  o f  s p l i t s  w i t h i n  t h e  

~ r g a n i s a t i o n s  between t h o s e  who wzre c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  g r a d u a l i s m  

o f  p e a c e f u l  p r o t e s t  f o r  e q u a l  r i g h t s  and t h o s e  whose  demands were 

more c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  whose  t a c t i c s  were mors m i l i t a n t .  B a l c o l m  

X s p l i t  from the M u s l i & s ,  C a r m i c h a e l  a n d  H a m i l t o n  b r o k e  t h e  

S t u d e n t  N o n - v i o l e n t  C o - o r d i n a t i n g  C o m m i t t e a  f r o m  its m o o r i n q s  i n  

t h e  SCLC, a n d  new movem+nts  were b e g i n n i n g  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of 

t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e s e  new, m i l i t a n t  o r g a n i s a  t i o n s  d e v e l o p e d  new 

m e t h o d s  f o r  c o n f r o n t i n g  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a n d  c e n t r e d  on t h e  

t h e m e  o f  i n c r e a s s d  b l a c k  c o n t r o l  o v e r  b l a c k  l i v e s .  G r i e v a n c e s  

were couched i n  new terms: e c o n o m i c  devefopment f o r  t h e  race a n d  

i m e d i a t a  a c t i o n  t o  g e n e r a t e  s n d  g a u r a n t e e  b l a c k  p r o s p e r i t y .  The 

f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n  c o m p r i s e s  a b r i s f  o u t l i n e  of t h e  r e c e p t i ~ n  o f  

t h e  Black Power  movemen t s  i n  t h e  U.S.A. a n d  a t t e m p t s  t o  

e v a l u a t e ,  a t  some  l e n g t h ,  t h e  t h e o r y  of * i n t e r n a l  c o l o n i a l i s m t  on 

w h i c h  s o  many o f  t h e  black movemen t s  b a s e d  t h s i r  p roq rammes ,  



5. B l a c k  Power a n d  f n t x n a l  C o l o n i a l i s m .  

I n  1964 t h e  f i r s t  r i o t  o f  t h e  d e c a d z  was t r i g g e r a d  b y  t h s  

s h a o t i n g  n f  a n  a d o l e s c e n t  boy  by p o l i c e ,  COEE, who h a d  l o n g  

demanded t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a committee t o  r e v i e w  c h a r g e s  o f  

p o l i c e  b r u t 3 l i t y  in Narl+&, i n i t i a t z d  a series o f  ' s i t - d o w n i  

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  T h e  a r r 2 s t  o f  many o f  t h e s e  d e m o n s t r a t e r s  

g e n e r a t e d  f u r t h e r  v i o l e n c e .  W i t h i n  w e e k s  t h e  v i o l e n c e  s p r s a d  t o  

R o c h e s t e r  [ N o P ) ,  , J e r s e y  c i t y ,  E l i z a b e t h  a n d  P a t e r s o n  (2J.J). . 
[Waskow, 1966: 255) , I t  was quickly r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  t h s  r i o t s  

were n o t  of t h e  t y p e  t h a t  h a d  o c c u r r e d  in p r e v i o u s  d e c a d e s  w h e r e  

g r o u p s  of p e o p l e  of d i f f a r e n t  races c o n f r o n t e d  a n d  f o u q h t  each  

o t h s r .  The r i o t s  o f  t h e  s i x t i e s  were u n i q u e  i n  t h a t  they 

c o ~ p r i s e d  a t t a c g s  on g h e t t o  p r o p a r t y  a n d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  on non  

b l a c k - o w n e d  p r o p e r t y .  [Waskow, 1966,, R o s e ,  1973) . 

T h e  i s s u e s  w h i c h  em5rged c e n t r e d  o n  control of t h e  b l a c k  

communi ty .  In 1965 r e s i d e n t s  of Harlem %rere engaged i n  a 

s t r u g g l e  with m u n i c i p a l  aild s c h o o l  b o a r d  a u t h 3 r i t y  t o  create 

S l a c k  c o n t r o l l e d  s c h o o l  boa rds ,  On t h e  W e s t e r n  c o a s t  t h e  b l a c k  

P a n t h e r  p a r t y  f o r  self d e f e n c e  was f o r m a d ,  T h r o u g h  i t s  sister 

o r q a n i s a t i o n ,  th2 c o m m u n i t y  Alert P a t r o l ,  m s n b e r s  of t h 2  p a r t y  

p a t r o l l e d  t h e  b l a c k  g h e t t o  a reas ,  i n t e r v e n i n g  i n  a n y  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  hetween r e s i a e n t s  and p o l i c e ,  Thn P a n t h e r s  

a t t r a c t e d  l a r g e  n u m b ? r s  of th+ u n e m p l o y e d  g h e t t o  y o u t h  a l t h o u g h  
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i t s  l e a d e r s h i p  was d o m i n a t e d  b y  s t u d e n t s ,  T h e i r  b a s i s  o f  s u p p o r t  

d i f f e r e d  s i g n i f  i c a n t f y  f r o m  t h a t  o f  o t h e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  wh ich  

tendsd t o  r e p f e s l n t  b l a c k  *&iddie c l a s s *  o r  black s t u d e c t  g r o u p s .  

T h e  E u s l i m s  had a strong b a s i s  in b l a c k  w o r k i n q  c l a s s  a reas  

a l t h o u g h  its t e n d e n c y  t o  a b s t a i n  froln p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  was 

r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  in t i ? . rna l .  s t r i f e  c a n t r e d  a r o u n d  Malco lm .Y;- 

I n  1967 C a r m i c h a e l  a n d  H a m i l t o n  o u t l i n e d  t h 2  d e m a n d s  of 

B l a c k  Power ,  A l l e n  w r o t e  of t h e s e  demands :  

This p r o q r a m m e  is  of g r e a t  significance b e c a u s +  It 
r e p r e s e n t e d  the first  c o n c r e t e  a t t s m p t  t o  s p e l l  o u t  
t h e  ~tieaninq of b l a c k  Power, It, is a s w e e p i n g  
p r o g r a m ,  r a n g i n g  f r o m  such mundane b u t  f u n d a m e n t a l  
matters  a s  e i r p l a y m e n t  and e d u c a t i o n  t o  b r o a d  i s s u e s  
o f  f r e e d o m  and  s e l f - d e t e r i a i n a t i o n .  ( A l l e n ,  1969: 
73) , 

However,  t h o  a r n b i g i u i t y  of b l a c k  p a w e r  was i m n e d i a t e l y  

a p p a r e n t ,  CORZ a n d  t h e  WAACP were e x p e r i m e n t i n g  w i t h  state 

- f u n d e d  p r o g r a m m e s  i n c l u d i n g  b l a c i r  c a p i t 3 l i s a ,  T h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  

3 f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  s u c h  o b v i o u s l y  ' s e p a r a t i s t *  a c t i v i t i e s  r e v e % l e d  

t h e  d s g r e e  t o  which it h a d  moved away from tha avowed g o a l  o f  

r ac i3 l  i n t e g r a t i o n ,  F u r t h e r ,  i t  r e v e a l e d  ths urgsncy t h a t  had  

b e e n  g e n e r a t e d  b y  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  of c o n t i n u e d  r i o t i n g ,  

fr, a d d i t i o n  t o  the s t a t e ,  the p r i v a t e  sector p a r t i c i p a t e d  ic thi-3 

r 2 s p o n s e  t o  t h e  t h r e a t  of u r b a n  v i o l e n c e ,  T h e  F o r d  

F o u n d a t i o n  f u c d e d  Kenneth C l a r k 9 s  M A R L  g r o u p  i n  Harlem a n d  named 



Roy I n n i s  a s  c i v i l  rights ' f e l l o w  i n  r e s i d s n c o i .  The  same 

P o u n d a t i o n  f u n d e d  C O R E  i n  C f t v e l a n d  a n d  h a l p e d  t o  e l ec t  a b l a c k  

mayor, It a p p e a r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  l i f e  f o r  the a v e r a g e  g h e t t o  

d w e l l e r  was n o t  i m p f o v i n g  i n  any s i g n i f i c a n t  way. Some CORE 

members b e c a m e  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  and a t  t h e  O a k l a n d  m e e t i n g  in 1967 a 

l a r q o  p a r t  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  i n s i s t e u  t h a t  a s 3 p a r a t e  b l a c k  s t a t e  

b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  a n d  that a l l  a h i t e  members b e  s x c l u d e d  f r o @  t h e  

o r g a n i s a t i o n ,  O t h e r s  e x p r e s s e d  f a i t h  i n  the new g o v e r n m a n t  

p rog rammes ,  u n d e r l i n i n g  e a r l y  s p l i t s  i n  t h e  b f  a c k  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  

of t h e  n i n e t e e n  s i x t i e s .  ( A l l e n ,  1969) ,  

T h e  p r o p o n e n t s  o f  Black P o w e r  g e n e r a l l y  l o o k e d  t o  ' i n t e r a a f  

c o f o n i a l i s m *  a s  t h e  t h e o r y  which u n d e r l a y  a n d  i n f o r m e d  t h e i r  

a c t i o n s ,  { C a r m i c h a e l  a n d  H a m i l t o n ,  1967,, A l l e n  1969) . T h i s  

t h e o r y  o r  m o d e l  d i d  n o t  d 3 v e l o p e  i~ N o r t h  America h u t  

3 r i q i n a t e d  i n  ~ a t i c  ~ m e r i c a  where * d e p e n d i s t a 8  s c h o l a r s  e t ap foyed  

i t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  ~ a t i v e  I n d i a n s  i n  t h o s e  s o c i e t i e s ,  

( C a s a n o v a ,  19701, B l a c k  A m e r i c a n s  b e g a n  t o  e m p l o y  t h e  mode l  i n  

t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s  a s  a n  e r p r a s s i o n  o f  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  with t h e  

e m e r g e n t  A f r i c a n  r e p u b l i c s  a n d  a s  a  b a n n e r  f o r  t h e  o l d  s t r u g g l e  

a g a i n s t  r a c i a l .  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  ( B l a u n e r ,  1969) . C l e a r l y ,  t h e  

i m p l i c a t i m s  of s e p a r a t e  n a t i o n a l i t y  f o r  A m e r i ~ a n  blacks 

c o r r e s p o n d e d  w i t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  f o r m s  of a n a l y s i s  a n d  a c t i o n .  



The term * i n t e r n a l  c o l o n i a l i s m '  was  i n i t i a l l y  u s 3 d  t o  r f f e r  

t o  a b r o a d  r a n q s  o f  b l a c k - w h i t e  s o c i a l  r e f a t i o n s  b u t  a s  a t h z o r y  

i t  g a i n p d  more  c l a r i t y  a n d  s p e c i f i c i t y  a s  t h e  d e c a d e  p r o c e e d e d .  

C r u s *  (1962) believed t h a t  e d u c a t i o n a l  d o m i n a t i o n  was a t  t h e  r oo t  

o f  racism a n d  t h a t  new c u l t u r a l ,  media a n d  d d u c a t i o n a l  c e n t r e s  

w e r e  necessary t o  q e n e r a t e  r a c i a l  f o t s g r a t i o n .  T h e  r e i a t i o r i s  of 

i n t e r n a l .  c o l o n i a l i s m  werl f o r  hien# i n s t i t u t i o n a l .  in f o r m ,  

K a r e n g a  a n d  o t h e r s  e x p l o r e d  the domain  o f  l a n g u a g e  and  m u s i c  

w h i c h ,  as  t h e  bi ls ic  f o r m s  o f  b l a c k  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  

v e h i c l e  o f  white o p p r e s s i o n  a n d  t h u s ,  t h e  l o c u s  ~f a  s o l u t i o n  t o  

t h e  r a c e  p r o b l e m .  f k a r r n g a ,  i n  J o n e s  a n d  'Meal, 19681. 

f r o m  an e a r l y  s t a g e ,  writers a d d r e s s e d  s3ae of t h e  i n h e r e n t  

p r o b l e m s  o f  t h e  model .  Q u e s t i o n s  wara p o s e d  c o n c e r n i n g  t h . ~  

s t a + , u s  of  A m e r i c a n  b l a c k s  a s  a n a t i o n  a n d  t h s  v a l i d i t y  of  s ? e k i u g  

p o l i t i c a l  a u t o n o m y  t o  r e p r e s e n t  s u c h  a n a t i o n .  T h e  m s t h o d  of 

i n t e r n 3 1  colonial is^ was t o  a p p l y  a n  a n a l y s i s  p r e v i o u s l y  u sed  t o  

d e s c r i b e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  g e o g r a p h i c a l l y  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l l  y 

d i s t i n c t  n a t i o n s  or s t a t e s ,  t o  t h e  ~ n t a r i c a n  r a c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  

#heroas  C l a r k  $19651,  C r u s e  f1967)  a n d  B l a u n e r  (1969) were 

o u t l i n f  nq t h e s e  p r o b l e m s ,  o t h e r s  weru d e l i b e r a t e l y  a n s w e r i n g  

By 1970, ~ a b b  had  f o r m u l a t e d  a c o i n p r e h e n s i y e  s t a t e m e n t  of 

t h e  q h e t t o  a s  c c f o n y ,  H e  l i s t e d  a s e t  s f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  b e t w e e n  
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c o l o n i s i n g  p o w e r s  a n d  c o l o n i e s  a n d  s u q q e s t e d  t h a t  t h e s e  c ~ u l d  be 

s e e n  t o  o p e r a t e  i n  u r b a n  Wmerica, T h e  s i n i f a r i t i e s  i n c l u d e d  low 

p e r  c a p i t a  i n c o m l ,  high b i r t h  ra tes ,  l i ~ i t e d  l o c a l  m a r k e t s ,  

i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  q o o d s  a n d  s e r v i c e s ,  c o m p l e t e  d e p e n d e n c e  of 

g h z t t o  o n  t h e  e x g o s t  o f  u n s k i l l e d  l a b o u r  a n d  t h e  c o n t r o f  of  l o c a l  

p u b l i c  s e c t n r  jobs a n d  b u s i n s s s  by o u t s i d e r s ,  lye c o n c l u d e ?  t h a t  

two key r e l a t i o n s h i p s  must  b e  proven t o  e x i s t  if t h e  i n t e r n a l  

c 9 f o n i a l  m d e l  was t o  be a c c e p t e d .  T h e s e  wers e c o n 0 d . c  c o n t r o l  

a n d  s x p l o i t a t i o n ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  d e p e n d e n c e  a n d  s u b j u g a t i o n .  

(Tahh,  1970: 2 3 ) ,  

H a v i n g  a t t c i m p t e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  existents of t h e s e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  T a b b  p r o c e e d e d  t o  a h i s t o r i c a l  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  

b l a c k s  h a d  c o n t r i b u t ~ d  m a s s i v e l y  t o  the formation o f  c a p i t a l  in 

t h t  U . S . A .  a n d  t h a t  racism p e r s i s t e d  t o  t h e  a d v a n t a g e  of t h a  

w h i t s  race i n  g e n e r a l .    his a d v a n t a g ?  -took t h s  f o r m  of a ' l a b o u r  

b u f f s r  p o o l s  ; a l a s t - h i r 2 d  f i r s t - f i r e d  s t a t u s  f o r  b l a c k  w o r k e r s .  

F u r t h e r ,  h e  a r q t l e d ,  m a i n t e n a n c s  of  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  r e q u i r e d  

p r o c e s s e s  o f  r e p r o d u c t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  and  p o f i t i c a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  c u l t u r a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,  ITabb, 1970: 

2 7 / 3 0 ) .  

Plany writers t o o k  i s s u e  ~ i t h  T a b b ' s  fo rmu  f a t  i o n .  Har r i s  

s u i n m a r i s e d  T a b b 8 s  raa in  t h e s e s  i n  t h e  f o f f o w i n q  mannsr :  



(1) f.5) u b s t a n t i a l  b l a c k  d e p r i v a t i o n ,  s e g f a g a t i o n  
a n d  e x p l i > i t i t  t i o r ,  d o  + x i s t  ob j e c t i v ? l y ,  [ 2 )  T h e s e  
forms o f  discrimination 3r2 s y s t e ~ a t i c ,  e n d e m i c  tc 
t h e  f o r m  o f  i n t e r n a l  c o l o n i a l i s m  t h a t  h a s  d e v e l o p e d  
i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  ( 3 )  T h e y  a r e  c o n t i n u e d  b e c a u s e  
i m p o r t a n t  s e g m e n t s  o f  White s o c i e t y  p r o f i t  f r o m  
s u c h  a r r a n g e m e n t s .  (Uj P o l i t i c a l  i n f l u e n c e  Eof l o w s  
e c o n o m i c  powEr a n d  t h o s e  w i t h  v e s t 2 d  i n t e r e s t s  u s e  
their pcbt?r .to r-zsist p r o g r s s s i v e  r e f o r m .  ( 5 )  A 
g r e a t  number  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  r e f o r m s  a r e  need& ( b u t )  
s u c h  r e f o r m s  a r e  n e a r l y  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  b r i n g  a b o u t .  
(6 )  S u c c e s s  i n  c h a n g i n g  t h e  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  

t h e  g h e t t o  n e c e s s i t a t e s  t h ?  r u p t u r "  o f  t h e  c o l o n i a l  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w h i c h  now e x i s t s  between t h e  g h e t t o  
a n d  the l a r g e r  s o c i e t y .  {Harr is ,  1972: 721, 

T a b b ' s  t h e s e s  were d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h ?  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h a  t o o l s  

~f a a a l y s i s  u s e d  i n  kha  s - tudy  of S e v e l o p i n q  n a t i o n s ,  T h e s e  t o o l s  

s e e m 4 4  a p p r o p r i a t e  to h i @  because  of c e r t a i n  s i m i l a r i t i e s  bztween 

' d e v e l o p i n g *  n a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  b l a c k  g h e t t o .  (Tabb,  1970: 3 ) .  

H a r r i s *  c r i t i q u e  s u q q e s t a d  t h a t  , {a) Tabb h a d  employed 

t o o l s  o f  a o a l y s i s  w i t h o u t  c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  thsir 

u s e f u l n e s s  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ;  jb) a l t h o u g h  T a b b  f i s t e d  t h o s e  

c o n d i t i o n s  w h i c h  a p p e a r e d  t o  b e  common t o  b o t h  * d e v e l o p i n g '  

n a t i o n s  a n d  b l a c k  g h e t t o s ,  t h e  a c h i e v e m s n t  of his aim t o  d ~ s c r i b e  

t h e  a c o n o m i c  factors w h i c h  h e l p  e x p l a i n  t h e  o r i g i n s  of t h e  b l a c k  

g h e t t o  and  t h e  m e c h a n i s m s  t h r o u g h  w h i c h  e x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  

d e p r i v a t i o n  a r e  m a i n t a i n e d  sesmed t o  r e q u i r e  a  more c a r e f u l  

t h e o r e t i c a l  f o u n d a t i o n  t h a n  t h e  o n e  h e  o f f u r e u ,  F o r  ?xampf_e,  

T a b b l s  a n a l y s i s  d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  a n  e l a b o r a t i o n  of * e x p l o i t a t i o n i  

nor a d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of t h a t  concc lp t  from * d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i  a n d  

* s e g r e q a t i o n ' ,  jd) a1 t h o u g h  he a t t r i b u t e d  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of 



do ln inance ,  segrsgation e tc , ,  t o  t h e  ' p r o f i t  r a 3 t i v e 9 ,  It was n3t 

c l ea r  how w h i t e  s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l  c o u l d  bzn2fit. H o r e o v s r ,  

8.f: a ntorn a n a l y t i c a l  l e v e l ,  ere s h o u l d  l i k e  t o  know 
what a r e  the r@echanisms t h r o u g h  which  s u c h  g a i n s  
a c c r u e ,  ( ~ a r r i s ,  1972: 81, 

H a r r i s  c a l l e d  f o r  a more t h o r o u g h  F n v e s t i q a t i o n  of how t h e  

p r o f i t  m o t i v e  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  c i r c u i n s t a n c e  of t h a  

g h e t t o ,  a n d  b y  e x t e n s i o n  a n  e l a b o r a t i o n  of w h a t  p r e c i s z l y  ' p r o f i t  

m o t i v e *  a e a n t .  I 

A l t h o u g h  T3bb r e s p o n d e d  a t  l e n g t h  t~ Harr i s*  c r i t i q u e ,  

(Tabb ,  1974) .  B a i l e y  l a t e r  f o r m u l a t e d  t h e  i n t e r n a l  c o l o n y  m o d e l  

i n  a manner  t h a t  resolve3 soma o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between Tabb  

3nd  Harris, f B a i l o y ,  1973). 

~ a i l e y  proceeded fram t h ?  premise t h a t  * n e t s  place i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  o r q a n i s a t i o n  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  (and  the c o m p l s x  of 

r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  d e r i v e  f r o m  p r o d u c t i o n ) ,  i s  c e n t r a l  t o  a n y  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  r a c i a l  p r o b l e m ,    is o u t l i n e  o f  i n t e r n a l  

c o l o n i a f i s m  was c o m p r i s e d  of a n  exposition of t h r 9 e  sets of 

r e l a t i o n s ,  

(a)  R e l a t i o n s  o f  P r o d u c t i o n .  T ~ ~ s F  are  cantred o n  the 

 armt ti st a n a l y s i s  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  In t h e  process of p r o d u c t i o n ,  

w o r k e r s  p r o a u c e  more t h a n  is r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e i r  wages, i t s . ,  
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s u r p l u s  v a l u e  is e x t r a c t e d  i n  a m o u n t s  t h a t  v a r y  a c c o r d i n g  t o  

w o r k a r  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  B a i l e y  g i v e s  sorue a v i d e n c l  t h a t  f o r  t h e  

sama work a n d  w i t h  t h e  samt e d u c a t i o n a l  b a c k g r 3 u n d s ,  b l a c k s  a r e  

p a i 3  1 3 s ~  t h a n  w h l t a s ,  T h i s  s t r a t i f i c a t L o n  o f  w o r k e r s  is mads 

p o s s i b f  e by the d i f f  € r e n t  p r o c e s s s s  a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  

f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  u o f k  f o r c s .  B a i l e y  termed t h e  

g r e a t e r  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of b l a c k s  ' s u p e r ~ x p l o i t a t i o n '  a n d  s u g g e s t e d  

t h a t  s l a v e r y ,  s h a r e c r o p p i n y ,  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  e m p l o y m e n t  were 
\ 

d i f f e r e n t  f o r a s  of s u r p l u s  e x t r a c t i o n ,  e a c h  p h a s e  b e i n g  made 

p o s s i b l e  by  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of d o m i n a t i o n  a n d  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  

i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  phase ,  

jb) R e l a t i o n s  of B o n o p o l y  a n d  Depandence .  B a i l e y  b e l i e v e d  

that b e c a u s e  b l a c k s  have no  power  o r  c o n t r o l  ov$r  t h e  f o r c e s  of 

p r o d u c t i ? n ,  e x c h a n g e  o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  w i t h i n  the 

A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y  was c o m p l e t e l y  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  a w h i t e  

e l i te .  B l a c k s  were m o n o p o l i s e d  a n d  d e p e n d e n t  i n  a s p e c i f i c  way 

b a c a u s e  t h e y  h a d  l i t t l e  o r  n o  r o p r e s a n t a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h i s  e l i t e ,  

T h e s e  a r g u m e n t s  w i l l  be  p u r s u e d  i n  g r e a t e r  d e t a i l  i n  the 

s u c c e e d i n g  c h a p t e r ,  

(c) R e l a t i o n s  o f  H a i n t e s a n c e .  By t h e s e ,  B a i l e y  r e f e r r e d  t o  

t h e  p r o c s s s e s  by w h i c h  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  (and  w i t h  b l a c k s ,  

s u p e r e x p l o i t a t i o n ) ,  monopoly  a n d  d e p e n d e n c e  3x9 m a i n t a i n e d ,  Ha 

i n c l u d e d  among t h e s e ,  t o k e n  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e  b l a c k  c o m m u n i t y  i n  
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g g v e r n m e n t  a n d  p o l i t i c s  a n d  t h e  c o - o p t i o n  of r a d i c a l  bf a c k  

o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a s  wel l  a s  d;? f a c t o  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  e m p l o y m e n t  

a n d  h o u s i n g .  

A l t h o u g h  B a i l e y  *s a n a l y s i s  p r o v i d e d  i m p o r t a n t  glemefits o f  a 

t h e o r y  of race r e l a t i o n s  a n d  tbs g h e t t o  f r o m  a  M a r x i s t  v i a w p o i n t ,  
\ 

h e  o m i t t e d  t o  s i t u 3 t e  t h e  b l a c k  w o r k i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  

working c l a s s  i n  q e n e r a l ,  R h e r e a s  he a sc r ibes  d o m i n a n c e  i n  t h e  

a x p l a n a t i o n  t o  r s l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  h i s  a n a l y s i s  o f  the 

r e p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s  re l ies  upon a r a c i a l  

c f  a s s i f  i c a t i o n  o f  s o c i e t y  t h a t  i s  n o t  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  c o n n e c t e d  t o  

c f a s s e s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  

A l t h o u g h  h e  s t a t e s  a c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w w n  r a c i a l  

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  a n d  r e f a t i c n s  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  i t  is n o t  e l a b o r a t e d  

i n  a n y  c o n s i s t e n t  B a n n e r .  T h j  d i f f i c u l t y  l i e s  i n  t h e  r e a l m  o f  a 

theory of s o c i a l  classes i n  so  f a r  a s  i t  appears  d i f f i c u l t  t o  

s i t u a t e  the c r i t e r i a  by n h i c h  r a c i a l  g r o u p s  c a n  h e  d i f f t z r e n t i a t e d  

w i t h i n  t h e  n o r m a l l y  c r u d s  c o n c e p t i o n s  of s o c i a l  classes d ~ f i n z d  

by r e l a t i o n s  t o  t h e  means o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  

from the m i d - s i x t i e s ,  many b l a c k  l e a d e r s  s u b s r i b e d  t o  some 

v a r i a t i o n  of t h e  i n t e r n a l  c o l o n i a l  mode l ,  T h e  g e n e r a l  f o r m  o f  

t h e  p r o q r a n m e s  a n d  a c t i o n s  t o  which it gay2 r i se  i n c l u d a d ,  an  

i n c r e a s t  of *eczsnomic  a i d *  ( i n v e s t m e n t )  t o  t h e  g h e t t o *  a n  



i i l c r e a s ~  i n  t h e  c o n t r o l  by r ~ s i d e n t s  o f  g h e t t o  s p a c e ,  o r  crsms 

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  b o t h ,  More r a d i c a l  or militant a c t i v i t i e s ,  s u c h  

a s  t h o s ?  o f  t h e  B l a c k  P a n t h e r s ,  were met w i t h  h a r s h  p o l i c e  

s u p p r e s s i o n .  B seri2s of o t h e r  f o r c 9 s  colr tbined to rni~imise t h e  

i m p a c t  o f  t h e  1 ess a g g r e s s i v e  o r q a n i s a  t i o n s ,  

T h o s e  o r g a n i s a t i o r i s  who ware, h e l p i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  black m u n i c i p a l  

g o v e r n m e n t s  were f a c e d  w i t h  tae d e e p e n i n g  u r b a n  cr is is .  

( C a s t e l l s ,  1 976) . 

O r g a n i s a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  CORE a n d  WWWCP h a d  b e e n  f i r m l y  b r o u g h t  

i n t o  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  d e p e n d e n c e  b y  t h e  F o r d  F o u n d a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  

c o r p o r a t e  i n t e r e s t s .  These firmly c h a n n e l l e d  a c t i v i t y  toward 

s e l f - h e l p  and j o b - t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m m e s  a n d ,  f o r  a time, b o o s t e d  

t h e  c h i m e r a  of b l a c k  c a p i t a l i s m ,  ( C r o s s ,  1969. ,  O f a r F ,  1970) .  

I n  sum, t h o  s t a t e  a c d  c o r p o r a t e  interests l a u n c h e d  a multi-level 

r a s p o n s e  t o  t h e  u r b a n  r i o t i n y  of t h e  sixties w h i c h  t h r a a t e n e d  t h e  

fixed c a p i t a l  of t h e  u r b a n  c e n t r e s .  O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  p o l i c n  

p r e s s u r e  a n d  s u p p r a s s i o r ,  o f  d i s o r d e r  was great1 y  i n c r 9 a s e d  a f t e r  

1967;  { A l l e n ,  79691, a n d  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  

R E o t  C o m m i s s i o n s  g a v e  t h ~  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  much was b e i n g  done  a n d  

that g r i e v a n c e s  w o u l d  soon be r e d r e s s e d .  The  i l l u s i o n  was t h a t  

t h e  s t a t e  was n e u t r a l ,  t h a t  s o c i a l  p l u r a l i s m  d i d  f u n c t i o n  a n d  

t h a t  t h e  c o m i s s i o n s  c o u l d  ' d e l i v e r 1  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t .  

 his was  n o t  t o  b e  t h e  case. { L i p s k y  a n d  O l s o n ,  1 9 7 6 )  
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T r a d i t i c n s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  t h a t  had  l o n g  been p a r t  o f  b l a c k  

~ r g a a i s a t i o n  i n  t h e  U.S.A. f o u n d  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  new f o r m s  i n  t h a  

n i n e t e e n  s i x t i e s ,  W h a t  was most  s i g n i f i c a n t  d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d ,  

however ,  was t h e  m u t u a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  b y  t h e  s t a t e  and hy b l a c k s ,  

t h a t  s e g r e g a t i o c  c o u l d  a n d  would n o t  be s o l v e a  i n  t h e  fcreseeahle 

f u t u r e .  B l a c k  p e o p l e  h a d  r e c o g n i a e d  t h i s  f c r  some time, i n d e z a  

i t  f o r m e d  t h e  b a s i s  o f  a l l  n a t i o n a l i s t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  but t h e  

s t a t ?  had n l v e r  a d m i t t e d  t h e  fact p r i o r  t o  1965, The  

c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  t h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  h a v e  y j t  t o  b e  drawn,  b o t h  i n  

terms o f  government  programmes for  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  a n d  p o s s i b l e  

Forms o f  b l a c k  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  [ B u t  see H i l l ,  1975) . 

Both  g o v e r n m e n t  p r a g r a g a e s  and i n t e r n a l  c o l o n i a l i s m  e x i b i t 2 d  

p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e p t i o n s  of g h o t t o  s p a c e .  A l t h o u g h  n o t  r e d u c e d  t o  

t h e  c r a s s  s p a t i a l i s m  of some writers ( J o n e s  a n d  N e a l ,  1968) , 

T a b b l s  r a t h e r  l o o s e  f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a l  c o l o n i a l i s m  r e v e a l e d  

some o f  t h s  a m b i g u i t i e s  of  i n t e r p r e t a t o n s  o f  g b a t t o  s p a c a .  H i s  

s n a l y s i s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  g r e a t e r  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  the g h e t t o  c o u p l e d  

w i t h  g r e a t e r  p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  by r e s i d e n t s  were i m p o r t a n t  

co raponen t s  o f  a s c l u t i o n .  B u t  t h e  l o g i c a l  o u t c o m e  o f  s u c h  a n  

a p p r o a c h  is a  l e v e l  of e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  i n  tho q h e t t n  

cok8ruensurate w i t h  o t h ~ r  p a r t s  of t h z  c i t y .  T h e  a r g u m e n t  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  s p a t i a l  n o r m a l  i s a t i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  w i l l  s r a d i c a t a  

r ac i s ra .  But  t h e  a b s e n c e  of i n d u s t r y  a n d  l a r g e  s t o r e s  from the 

q h e t t o  i s  n o t  a  r e s u l t  of r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  i t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a 
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p b r t  o f  i t .  Racial  d i s c r i a i n a t i o n  is t h e  f o r m  o f  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  

e x p e r i e n c e d  by blacks a s  a r - s s u l t  of w i d s - r a n g i n g  e c o n o m i c  a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  r s l a t i o n s .  

T a k i n g  some l e v 2 1  of c o n t r o l  o v e r  g h e t t o  s p a c e  m a k e s  

u n d o u b t e d  i n r o a d s  o n  t h e  d o m i n a n c e  of t h e  l a r q s r  s o c i e t y ,  but t h c  

i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of dominance will n o t  be  e f i m i n a t d  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  the g h e t t o  is  so c l e a r l y  d + p e n d e n t .  i f a r e o v c r ,  

3 o m i n a n c s / s u b o r d i n a t h  may i n h e r a  i n  the new r e l a t i o n s  g m s r a t e d  

by p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l ,  

The  r ? l a t i v e l g  u n i f i e d  o r  discrete n a t u r z  of t h e  b l a c k  

e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s  a r i s e s ,  n o t  from race, b u t  froat 

t h e i r  r e l a t i v e l y  u n i f i e d  @.tics w i t h i n  t h s  l a b o u r  f o r c e  a n d  t h s  

h i s t o r i c a l .  s p e c i f i c i t y  of t h e i r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  w i t h i n  i t ,  & o r e  

p r s c i s e f y ,  t h e i r  u n i f i e d  e x p s r i e n c e  a r i s e s  f r o m  t h e i r  p lac3 

w i t h i n  t h e  c o m p l e x  o f  r e l a t i o n s  t h a t  d e f i n e  c l a s s s s ,  a n d  s t r a t a  

w i t h i n  c l a s s e s .  T h e s e  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  s p e c i f i c  i n  form t o  t h e  

c o n t e x t  of  A m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  and  s o c i e t y .  

G h e t t o  s p a c e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t z d  p l a c e  o f  b l a c k  

w o r k e r s ,  b u t  it does n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  t e r r a i n  a • ’  a n a l y s i s  oh 

t h e  p r o p e r  f o c u s  for  p o l i c i e s  i n t e n d e d  t o  f u l l y  2 x p l a i n ,  o r  f u l l y  

e r a d i c a t e  t h e  c a u s e s  of d o m i n a n c e  and  s u b o r d i n a t i o n .  
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T h e  g h a t t o  a s  s p a c e  u n d o u b t e d l y  r e f l e c t s  s w i a l  a n d  z c o n o m i c  

r e l a t i o n s  i n  a p a r t i c u a l r  p h e n o m e n a l  f o r n  a n d  this for&, w i t h  

oqual  c e r t a i n t y ,  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i a n  o r  m a i n t e n a n c e  

of  th~353 r e l a t i o n s .  T h u s ,  g h 2 t t o  r e s i d e n t s  d e r i v a  a perspectitrz 

on t h e  s o c i e t y  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  l i v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e a n i n g s  t h e y  d r a w  

f r a m  the p l a c e  where thay l i v e .  ( L a y ,  1974) .  Similarly, t h o  

p r o v i s i o n  of s e r v i c e s  i n c l u d i n g  ~ e d i c i n e  and e d u c a t i o n ,  is  

s p a t i a l l y  s t r u c t u r e d  t o  t h a  d i s a d v a n t a g e  of t h e  g h e t t o  d w e l l s r .  

(Cox, 1973). 

In t h e  f i n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  h o n e v o r ,  i t  is t o  t h s  s o c i a l  a n d  

e c o n o m i c  r t l a t i o n s  t h a t  a n y  a t t e m p t  a t  a n a l y s i s  a n d  e x p l a n a t i o n  

m u s t  a d d r e s s  i t s e l f ,  T h e  r e q u i r e d  a n a l y s i s  is  o n e  c a p a b l e  of  

t r a c i n g  t h e  c o n t i n u i t y  of h i s t o r i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  w i t h o u t  t h e  

l o s s  o f  t h e o r e t i c a l  consistent y, Thii f i n a l  c n a p t e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  

d e v e l o p e  t h e  b a s i s  of s u c h  a n  a p p r o a c h ,  

6 .  Summary a n d  C o n c l u s i o n .  

T h i s  c h a p t e r  h a s  a t t s m p t a d  ta o u t l i n a  a se r ies  o f  s o c i a l  

e c o n o m i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  r z a c t i o n s  by  b l a c k s  t o  r a c i a l  

a i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  the U.S,A.  

(1)  As w i t h  t h e  m a i n s t r e a m  l i t e r a t u r e ,  i t  was sugges ted  t h a t  

a r 3 l a t i o n s h i . p  e x i s t e d  bztween t h e  f o r m s  a n d  s t r e n g t h  of b l a c k  



~ r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of the e c o n o a y  a t  a n y  g i v e n  

time, ~ h u s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d e c a d e s  of t h e  c e n t u r y  when b l a c k  p e o p l e  

were, o n  t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  l i v e  u n d e r  t h e  e c o n o t n i c  a n d  

p o l i t i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  s h a r e c r o p p i n g ,  astd o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  

b e q i n n i n q  t o  move t o  t h a  c i t i e s  a n d  i n d u s t r i a l  wage l a b o u r ,  b a s e s  

s x i s t e d  f o r  b o t h  t h e  g r a d u a l i s t  a p p r o a c h  o f  w a s h i n g t o n  and t h e  

c t s s e r t i v e  a n d  more  immediate d e m a n d s  o f  D u B o i s  a n d  t h e  NAACP* 

T h e  t i q h t  w a r t i m e  l a b o u r  mark2t a l l o w e d  f o r  b l a c k  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

i n  t r a i l s  u n i o n s  a l b e i t  i n  a w a r g i n a l  aail d i s c r i m i n a t e d  B a n n e r .  

(2)  ~ l t h o u g h  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  b l a c k  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w2re 

v a r i e d ,  m o s t  p r o c e e d e d  f r o m  t h e  p r z m i s e  t h a t  a b a s i c  a n t a g o n i s m  

s e p a r a t e d  t h e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  l a rger  s o c i e t y .  fn 

q e n e r a l  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  e l a b o r a t i o n  of this d i c h o t o m y  d i d  n o t  

p roceed  b e y o n d  some  s t a t e m e n t s  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  racism t o  

t h e  economy,  T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  from s h a r e c r o p p i n g  

t o  i n d u s t r i a l  wage l a b o u r  were no ted  b u t  n o  c o n s i s t e n t  f r a a e w o r k  

f o r  e x p l a i n i n g  t h e s e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o a s  u a s  d e v e l o p e d .  T h i s  

criticism c a n  be s t a t e d  a s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  a t h e o r y  o f  t h e  c o n t e x t  

o f  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  

13) T h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  of  s t r o n g  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

~ r g a n i s a t i o n s  a n d  r e l a t i v e  c u l t u r a l  cohesion s2ems t o  c o n • ’  l i c t  

with t h o s e  of  tho m a i n s t r e a m  writers who i n t e r p r e t  b l a c k  

h e h a v i ~ u r  a n d  s o c i a l  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a s  d e v i a n t  o r  p a k h o l o j i c a l .  



{4 )  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t r a d e  u n i o n  a c t i v i t y  was o f  some 

a s s i s t a n c e  t o  b l a c k  u o r k ? r s ,  Ths c o n d i t i o n s  3f the p o s t  war 

y e a r s  f e d  t3 a s h i f t  t o w a r d s  t h ~  c i v i l  r i g h t s  movemen t s  a n d  t o  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  u i t h  t h e  s t a t e  r a the r  t h a n  w i t h  ~ n - t p l o y e r s .  

A l t h o u g h  few n a t i o n a l i s t s  havl ;  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a n a l y s e  t h e  n a t u r e  of 

t k s  s t a t = . ,  i t  i s  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b l e  t o  s u g q s s t  t h a t  i t  is  viewsd o n  

t h e  s n s  h a n d  a s  a p o s s i b l ~  v e h i c l e  f o r  the r e d r e s s a l  o f  

g r i e v a n c e s ,  and on t h e  o t h e r ,  a s  a v e h i c l e  o f  r a c i a l  d o m i n a t i o n ,  

T h e  l a t t l r  of  these v i e w s  l e d  t o  demands f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a u t o n o m y  

i n  t h e  ghetto; t h e  f o r m e r  gas t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  more 

m o d e r a t e  o f  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  g x o u p s ,  

( 5 )  I n  t h e  n i n e t e e n  s i x t i e s ,  a  v i e w  of tht g h e t t o  a s  

t u n d e r d s v e l o p e d  s p a c e t  underlay b o t h  g o v e r n m e n t  p r o g r a m m e s  a n d  

N a t i o n a l i s t  demands. This h a s  o b v i o u s  i r a p l l c a t i o n s  f o r  

g e o g r a p h i c a l  a n a l y s i s  a n d  t h e s e  w i l l  b e  a d d r e s s e d  i n  t h e  f i n a l  

c h a p t e r .  (Sqe H a r v e y ,  1973: l20/"122). 

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t a r  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  o u t f i n e  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  

of a n  a p p r o a c h  c a p a b l e  o f  c i r ~ u m v ~ n t i n g  some of  t h e  p r o b l e m s  

outlined i n  t h i s  and t h e  p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r ,  
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1. I n t r o d u c t i o n .  

I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a  b r o a d  f r a m s w o r t  o f  a n a l y s i s  w i l l  b e  

d e v e l o p e d  for t h e  a n a l y s i s  of r a c i a l .  d i s c r i a i n a t i o n  a n d  

g h e t t o i s a t i o n .  This i s  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  f o r f e i t i n g  t h e  need t o  

e x p l a i n  t h s  h i s t o r i c a l  p a r t i c u l a r i t i e s  o f  t h e  problem i n  hand. 

I n i t i a l l y  a  ser ies  of g e n e r a l  c r i t i c a l  r e ~ a r k s  on t h e  

m a t e r i a l  o f  t h e  two p r e v i o u s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  be made, B y  

sf a b a r a t i n g  o n  these crit icisms v e r y  s p a c i f i c  r + q u i r e m e n t s  c a n  b e  

made o f  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e u o r k  i n t e n d s d  t o  s u p p l a n t  them. 

P r i m a r y  among these r e q u i r e m z n t s  is the n2ad  f o r  c a n c 2 p t u a l  f o c u s  

a n d  c l a r i t y  concernicg t h e  i n t e r r e i a t e d n e s s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  

a s p e c t s  of  t h e  p rob lem.  

Thg s e c o n d  s e c t i o n  of the c h a p t e r  i s  c o m p r i s e d  of a n  

e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  v a r i o u s  ~ a r x i s t  c o n c a p t s  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  

d i s c u s s i o n .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  

c a p i t a l i s t  a c c u m u l a t i o n  nnd  t h e  s t a t e .  ~ ~ r i o d i s a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  d i s s o l u t i o n  e f f e c t s  inherent i n  a n y  s o c i a l  
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f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  a l s o  be d e f i n e d ,  These c o n c e p t s  p r o v i d e  a means  

o f  t r a c i n g  b o t h  t h e  c c n t i n u i t y  and t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  o f  societies. 

T h s  t h i r d  s ec l t i . on  is a p r e l i m i n a r y  a t t e m p t  t o  s i t u a t e  

A m e r i c a n  r a c e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m s w o r k  

s u g g e s t s d  i n  s o c t i o r ,  two. The c o n c ; p t s  will ~t used  t o  outline a 

p e r i o d i s a t i o n  o f  a m e r i c a n  h i s t o r y  i n t o  t h e  p h a s e s  o f  s l a v e r y ,  

s h a r e c r o p p i n g  a n d  t h e  p r e s e n t  u r b a n - i n d u s t z i a l  p h a s e .  B e c a u s e  

m a i n s t r e a m  writers h a v e  t e n d e d  t o  f o c u s  on a t t i t u d e s  a n d  

b e h a v i o u r ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  c o n c l u d e s  w i t h  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  s i t u a t ?  s u c h  

phenomena  w i t h i n  t h e  proposed framework, 

A f i n a l  s e c t i o n  will s u i t m a r i s e  t h e  basic  a r g u m e n t s  o f  t h e  

c h a p t e r .  

2. C r i t i c a l  Remarks on R a i n s t r e a m  and  M a t i o n a f i s t  

Zi t e r a t u r e  

Although  criticisms of t h e  f i t t e r a t u r e  r e v i e w e d  ea r l i e r  h a v e  

been  s t a t s d  p e r i o d i c a l l y  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p a g e s ,  i t  is 

a p p m p r i a t e  t o  l ist  them here a g a i n ,  T h i s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  

o f  f o c u s s i n g  more c l o s e l y  o n  what is lacking i n  t h e s e  t h e o r i e s ,  

and c o n s e q u e n t l y  o n  w h a t  a n y  new t h e o r y  m u s t  i n c l u d e .  
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A. It h a s  be9n n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  m a i n s t r s a m  a n d  n a t i o n a l i s t  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  i n v a r i a b l y  c o n t a i n  a s s u m p t i o n s  a n d  t h a t  t h e s e  a r e  

f r e q u e n t l y  u n s t a t e d .  T h e  l i n t i t a t i o n s  o f  a s s u a p t i o n  a r e  

u n a v o i d a b l s  h u t  v a r y  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a s s u m p t i o n ,  I n  c h a p t e r  

o n e  i t  was  a r g u e d  t h a t  a s s u m p t i o n s  r e f l e c t e d  c e r t a i n  i d e o l o q i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v 2 s ,  C h a p t s r s  t w o  a n d  t h r e s  h a v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  th? 

work  o f  b o t h  t h a  n a t i o n a l i s t  a n d  m a i n s t r e a m  writers i s  s e r i o u s l y  

l i m i t e d  i n  t h i s  way, 

3. T h e  s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  o f  a n a l y s i s  was most f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  

s o c i o - e c o n o ~ i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d  s p a t i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  of t h e  

races. O c c a s i o n a l l y  soEa a s p e c t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  economy { e .  g .  

the h o u s i ~ g  m a r k e t  ) h a s  been  e x a m i n e d ,  b u t  raost o f t l n  some 

* n a t u r a l 9  o r  * i n n a t e i  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  humans  o r  r a c 9 s  a re  

i n v o k e d  as c a u s a t i v e  f a c t o r s ,  The a b s e n c e  o f  a n  e l a b o r a t e d  

t h e o r 3 t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  m a n s  t h a t  phenomena  s u c h  a s  c u l t u r a l  

p r a c t i c e s ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  f o x > ? ,  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  race 

r e l a t i o n s  t h r o u q h  tims stc, remain t o t a l l y  unre ' la iced  i n  t h e o r y *  

It is b s c a u s e  o f  t h i s  t h a t  t h s  h i s t o r i c a l  e x p s r i e n c e  of  b l a c k  

p e o p l e  i n  t h e  U,S, is f r e q u e n t l y  n a r r a t e d  i n  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  

s e q u e n c e  b u t  r a r e l y  i n t e r p r e t e d  u s i n g  t h e  t o o l s  d a v e l o p e d  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  c o n t e r e p t o r a r y  s i t u a t i o n .  B a n f i e l d  (1974) o r  e v e n  

Rose (1971) c o u l d  n o t  e x a n i n e  t h e  p o p u l i s t  m o v e n e n t  o f  t h e  late 

n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  w i t h  a n y  degree of t h o r ~ u g h n e s s  w i t h o u t  

r e l i n q u i s h i n g  t h e i r  p r s s e n t  a n a l y s e s .  f-t is t r u e  t h a t  t h e  



p r o c e s s  o f  u r b a n i s a t i o n  i s  f r e q u o n t l y  s u g g e s t . t d  a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  

v a r i a b l e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  s s g r e g a t i o n .  T h i s  

p o i n t  will b& t a k e n  up  i m m e d i a t e l y .  Her2, it c a n  be  n o t e d  t h a t  

an a l t e r n a t e  t h e o r y  m u s t  ba  c a p a b l e  of i n t + ? r p r % t i n g  t h e  p a s t  a s  

w o l l  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  w i t h o u t  r e c o u r s e  t o  m a j o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n s  of 

t h 3 o r y .  

C,  The  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  s e g r e g a t i o n  is e x p l a i n e d  b y  some 

writers a s  a  c o n s e q u e n c e  of u r b a n i s a t i o n .  U r b a n i s a t i o n  is 

u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a p r o c e s s  of i n c r e a s i n g  s i z e  o f  u r b a n  

c o n c e n t r a t , i o n s  w i t h  a c o n c o m i t a n t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  of 

m a n a g i n g  u r b a n  s y s t e m s ,  U r b a n i s t i o n  is seen a s  a p r o c e s s  wh ich ,  

b e c a u s e  o f  its c o m p l e x i t y ,  c a n n o t  f a c i l i  t i a t e  an e q u a l  r a c i a l  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of w o r k z r s  i n  t h e  f a o u r  f o r c e ,  A t t i t u d e s ,  m i s u s e  oE 

p o w e r  a n d  s o  on, a r e  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  i n  t h e  u r b a n  s y s t e m  (Rose, 

l 9 7 l . ,  Cox, 1973) , O t h e r s  ( H u t h ,  1969) s u g g e s t  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  

p r e f e r 2 n c e s ,  p o w e r  s t r u c t u r e s  o r  p o o r  managemsnt  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  

f o r  spa t i a l .  s e g r e g a t i o n .  However, u r b a n i s a t i o n  Is n o t  2 x p l a i n e d  

m e r e l y  by i d e n t i f y i n g  some of its c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s *  T h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of power, a n d  t h o  b a s i s  of power  h a v e  n o t  been 

s t u d i e d  by t h e s e  writers, The c o n t i n u e d  i m p o r t a n c e  of b i a s e d  

a t t i t u d e s  o r  s e l f - s e g r e g a t o r y  p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e s  ( i n  e f fec t  h-. s a m e  

t h i n g )  p r e s u p p o s e  a s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  w i t h i n  w h i c h  s u c h  a t t i t u d e s  

t a k e  effect ,  V h e r e a s  c o i a p l e x i t y  is a n  a s p s c t  of u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  i t  

i s  n o t  a t h ~ ~ r y  of u r b a c i s a t i o n .  Tha  p o i n t  is t h a t  a t t i t u d e s  a re  

i m p o r t a n t  b u t  a r e  n o t  i n d ~ p e n d e n t  o f  o t h e r  a o r e  f u n d a m e n t a l  

f o r c e s  
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I n  s u m  w h a t  t h e s f .  writers S a i l  t o  n o t e  i s  that u r b a n i s a t i o n  

PER SE d o z s  n o t  s x i s t .  U r b a n i s a t i o n  m u s t  be  s i t u a t e d  w i t h i n  t h 2  

c o n t e x t  a f  a mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  s u c h  r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  

s o c i e t i a s  a s  f e u d a l i s m ,  s l a v e r y  and c a p i t a l i s m  h a v e  a l l .  p r o d u c e d  

u r b a n i s a t i o n ,  A t h e o r y  wh ich  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h e  c o n t e x t u a l i s a t i o n  

o f  u r b a n i s a t i o n  w l l f  b e  d s v e l o p e d  l a t e r ,  

D, B l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t  writers f r e q u e n t 1  y a r g u e  t h a t  

u r b a n i s a t i o n  i s  b u t  o n e  p h a s e  o r  p l a c e  w i t h i n  w h i c h  b l a c k s  h a v e  

b e e n  ' b u f f e t e d  a b o u t s  o r  d i s c r i m i n a t e d  a g a i n s t  b y  B h i t e  s o c i e t y ,  

f B f a u n e r  69,  C r u s e  62) .  B l a c k  p e o p l e  are b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  b e 2 n  

s f f e c t e d  by e c o n o a i c  c h a n g e  i n  a B a n n e r  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  

r e m a i n d e r  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  Hher2a.s t h e  b l a c k  e x p e r i e n c e  c a n  

b e  s e e n  a s  s p e c i f i c ,  t h e  a b o v e  a r g u e m e n t  e x p l i c i t l y  r e c n g n i s e s  

t h a t  I t  is a p a r t  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e  e x p e r i e n c e ,  R a t h e r  t h a n  

e m p h a s i s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  s e c t o r s  of t h e  l a b o u r  force  a n  

a l t e r n a t e  t h e o r y  s h o u l d  s i t u a t e  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  

o f  a s p e c i f i c  l a b o u r  force - t h e  l a b o u r  farce  i n  a c a p i t a l i s t  

s o c i e t y ,  T h i s  will have  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s u r n t o u n t i n g  the p r o b l e m s  

of a s e p a r a t e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  c l a s s  a n d  race. These  p r o b l e m  wert 

c o n f r o n t e d  b y  D r a k e  and  C a y t o n  (1962) a n d  i ~ d i c a t e  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  

o f  s o c i a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  t o  t h i s  p r o b l e m ,  

E, B e c a u s e  the r a c i a l  p r o b l e m  is  v i e w e d  a s  a s e t  of 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  ( h o w e v e r  d e f i n p d f  b 3 t w e e n  two r e l a t i v e l y  
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u n d i f f e r s n t i a t e d  g r o u p s  - b l a c k s  a n d  W h i t e s  - p r o p c s a d  s o l u t i o n s  

havi3 f r e q u e n t l y  f o c u s s a d  o n  t h e  space w h i c h  t h e  b l a c k  s u b o r d i n a t e  

g r o u p  o c c u p i e s .  M o r r i f l  (1972) a n d  t o  a g r e a t e r  e x t e n k  Rose  

{ l 9 7 l ) ,  a s  well as many of th? b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t s  s u g g a s t  t h a t  

t h e  i s s u e  is o n e  of c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  s p a c e  o r  g h e t t o  o c c u p i e d  by 

B l a c k s ,  T h e  g h e t t o  is s e e n  a s  a s p a t i a l  s x p r s s s i o n  o f  

s u b o r d i n a t i o n  b u t  because c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  s p a c s  is s e e n  a s  t h e  

means  o f  e r a d i c a t i n g  t h i s  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  t h e  i m p l i e d  a r g u m s c t  i s  

t h a t  t h e  b a s i s  of d o m i n a n c e  lies i n  t h e  i n f e r i o r  l e v e l  o f  

e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  t h e  ghetto. T h i s  u n d s r d ? s e l o p m e n t  a l lows  

f o r  e c o n o m i c  and p o l i t i c a l .  d o m i n a t i o n  b y  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y ,  

P o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  g h e t t o  by its o c c u p a n t s  is i n t e n d a d  t o  

c rea te  g r e a t e r  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m o r e  j o b s ,  new i n d u s t r i e s  

and  s o  o n  (Tabb ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  What  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  f a i l s  t o  r e c o q n i s e  is 

t h a t  b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  i n t o  

c l a s s e s .  

It is s u g g e s t e d  h e r e  a n d  w i l l  be argued l a t e r ,  t h a t  

r e l a t i o n s  of d o m i n a n c e  a n d  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  d e r i v e  f rom b a s i c  c l a s s  

r e l a t i o n s  i n  s o c i e t y  a n d  t a k e  OL s p e c i f i c  f o r a s  among s p e c i f i c  

g r o u p s ,  The a l t e r n a t e  t h e o r y  m u s t  a t t e m p t  t o  r e l a t e  t h e  s p a t i a l  

f o r m s  o f  d o m i n a n c e  a n d  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  t o  t h 2 i r   rigi ins i n  t h e  

r z e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  l a b o u r  p r o c e s s .  
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A s p a t i a l  cs-tegory, t h e  g h e t t o ,  d o - 3 ~  n o t  p r o v i d e  t h e  

theoretical means  of r e l a t i n g  t h e s e  phznomena  t o  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  

q a v e r n i n g  t h e  l a r g e r  society. 

F. T h e r e  a r e  two o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  l i t e r a t u r n  r e v i r 3 w 4  

I n  t h e  ~ a r l i e r  c h a p t x s  w h i c h  ~ e r i t  a t t s n t i o n ,  F i r s t i y ,  t h e  r o l e  

a • ’  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  b e e n  v i e w e d  o n  t h s  o n e  h a n d  by m a i n s t r e a m  

writers as a n  i n d e p e n d e n t  f o r c e  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  r t s p o n d  to  

c o n f l i c t i n g  f o r c s s  a n d  a c h i e v e  sonae maxianurn of p u b l i c  good  a n d  on 

t h e  o th- . r ,  b y  n a t i o n a l i s t  writers, a s  a v e h i c l e  f o r  t h e  

i m p o s i t i o l z  05 w h i t e  d o m i n a n c e .  However ,  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  t a k e n  v e r y  

d i f f a r e n t  p o s i t i o n s  a t  d i f f e r o n t  p e r i o d s .  P r i o r  t o  1954,  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  was s a n c t i o n e d  b y  law and  s i n c e  t h e n  g o v e r n m s n t  

p o l i c y  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e s ,  T h i s  w o u l d  i m p l y  t h a t  

z i t h e r  t h a  n a t u r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  c h a n g e d  o r  the f o r c e s  t o  w h i c h  

i t  r e s p o n d s  now e x e r t  d i f f e r e n t  levels o f  i n f l u e n c e .  N e i t h e r  t h e  

m a i n s t r e a m  nor  n a t i o n a l i s t  writers a d d r e s s  this p r o b l e m  

a d e q u a t a l y  a l t h o u g h  it i s  of o b v i o u s  i m p o r t a n c e ,  

S e c o n d 1  y, v a r i o u s  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  c u l t u r e  have  b e e n  e m p l o y e d  

by writers r e v i e w e d  e a r l i e r ,  T h e s e  r a n g e  f roa t  t h e  c o n c e p t  of 

c u l t u r a l  p a t h o l o g y  ( L e w i s ,  Ban• ’  ield) t h r o u g h  t h a t  o f  t h e  u n s e J n  

c u l t u r a l  b a s i s  o f  a p l u r a l i s t  s o c i e t y  (Rose) t o  t h e  s e t  o f  

p r a c t i c s s ,  t r a d i t i o n s  a n d  v a l u e s  wh ich ,  n a t i o n a l i s t  writers 

a r g u e ,  a r e  s p e c i f i c  and i m p o r t a n t  t o  B l a c k s ,  a n d  wh ich  m u s t  be  
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p r o t e c t e d ,  An a l t e r n a t e  thecry m u s t  i n c l u d e  n o t  o n l y  some 

c o n c s p t i o n  o f  b l a c k  c u l t u r e ,  b u t  a l s o  of t h a  a t t i t u d e s ,  b e h a v i o u r  

a n d  p r a c t i c e s  of t h c  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  a n d  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t w e e n  t h e  two.  f i n a l l y ,  t h e  theory s h o u l d  b e  c a p a b l e  of 

e x p l a i n i n g  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  c o n f l i c t i n g  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  

d i s c r f m l n a t i o n  as  i n d i c a t e d  by c h a p t s r s  t w o  a n d  t h r e e .  

A t h o r o u g h  f u l f i l l m e n t  of all o f  t h e  a b o v e  r e g u l r e m z n t s  i s  

n o t  onf y d 9 s i r a b f e  b u t  n e c e s s a r y .  Rere i t  is p o s s i b l e  o n l y  t o  

l a y  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  s u c h  a f u l f i l l l a e n t  a n d  t o  i n d i c a t e  the 

a i r e c t i s n s  i n  u h i c h  f u r t h e n :  work m i g h t  b e  u n d e r t a k e n ,  The  theory 

i s  based q u i t e  h e a v i l y  o n  B a r x i s  p o l i t i c a l  economy and o n  t h e  

works o f  o t h e r  writers i n  t h a t  t r a d i t i o n ,  Some o f  t h e s e  will b e  

q u o t e d  f r o m  a t  l e n g t h .  

The most f u n d e m e n t a r  o f  %he criticisms l i s t e d  a b o v e  is t h e  

a b s e n c e  o f  c o n t e x t u a l i s a t i o n  o r  a t h ~ o r y  of c o n t e x t  i n  t h e  

m a i n s t r s a m  a n d  n a t i o n a l i s t  li t e r a i u r e .  Al though  refeser.ce by  

these  writers was  f r e q u e n t l y  made t o  ' A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y y ,  

r e f e r e n c e s  d o  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a theory a n d  can d o  l i t t l e  t o  

d o v e f o p  a n a l y s i s  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,  It seams a p p r o p r i a t e ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  commence w i t h  a c o n c e p t  w h i c h  re fers  t o  t h e  c o n t e x t  

o f  t h e  problem i n  hand:  t h e  soc i a l  f o r m a t i o n .  However ,  w h e r e a s  

' s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n i  r e fe r s  t o  t h e  c a m p l e x i t y  of a s p e c i f i c  

s o c i e t y ,  it c a n  o n l y  be u n d e r s t o o d  a s  s c o n c e p t  by b e g i c n i n g  w i t h  



P a g e  1 3 3  

a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  mode of  p r o d u c t i o n .  T h i s  i s  B e c a u s e  t h e  

c o m p l s x i t y  t o  w h i c h  the f o r m a r  refers is n o t h i n g  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

s p e c i f i c  a r t i c u l a t i o n ,  or ,  j o i n i n g  together of s e v e r a l  modes of 

p r o d u c t i o n ,  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e r a f o r e ,  t h e  moda of p r o d u c t i o n  a s  a 

c o n c e p t ,  a n d  the n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  wode m u s t  be d e f i n e d .  

3, SOBE CONCEPTS.  

T h e  f r a m e w o r k  p r e s e n t e d  b e l o w  is e s s ~ n t i a l f  y  M a r x i s t  i n  

n a t u r e ,  Some q u a l i f y i n q  rewarks may be n e c e s s a r y  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  

i 3 e c a u s e  * M a r x i s m t  i s  n o t  a co r r tp l e t e  o r  f i n i s h e d  s e t  of t h e o r y *  i t  

h a s  been n e c e s s a r y  t o  select  material w h i c h  b e s t  s u i t s  t h e  n e e d s  

o f  t h i s  t h e s i s .  In d o i n g  t h i s ,  i m p o r t a n t  d e b a t e s  w i t h i n  t h e  

M a r x i s t  d i s c o u r s e  h a v e  b e e n  i g n o r e d .  ~ h u s ,  w h 3 r ~ a s  t h e  work of 

P o u l a n t z a s  is u s e d  e x t e n s i v e l y ,  t h e  r e a d s r  s h o u l d  ba a w a r e  of  

c o n t i n u e d  d e b a t e  s u r r o u n d i n g  h i s  a r g u e m e n t s .  f ~ r i q h t ,  l 9 7 6 . ,  

U n i o n  of  S o c i a l i s t  Geographe r s ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  P o u l a n t z a s '  work is 

g e n e r a l l y  s i t u a t e 4  w i t h i n  t h e  F r e n c h  a s t r u c t u r a l i s t  s c h o o l  w i t h  

w h i c h  B l t h u s s e r ' s  name Is f r e q u e n t l y  a s s o c i a t e d ,  Poulantzass 

work  o n  s o c i a l  c l a s s  is, p e r h a p s ,  t h e  m o s t  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  a d v a n c e d  

B a r x i s t  t e x t  o n  t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  T h e  c e n t r a l i t y  o f  s o c i a l  c l a s s  t o  

the problem i n  h a n d  makes P o u l a n t z a s 9  work p a r t i c u l a e r l y  

a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  
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A, Hode o f  P r o d u c t i o n .  

B a l i b a r  h a s  d r a w n  u p  a  set of e l e m l n t s  common t o  a l l  m o a a s  

of p r o d u c t i o n .  

{ I )  L a b o u r e r ,  ( 2 )  means  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  ( 3 )  
n o n - l a b o u r e r .  ( T h e s e  e l e m e n t s  a r e  c o m b i n e d  b y  two 
c o n n e c t i o n s )  . [ A )  P r o p e r t y  c o n n e c t i o n :  (B)  Real 
o r  m a t e r i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  c o n n e c t i o n * f  [ A l t h u s s e r  
a n d  B a l i b a r  7970, p. 215) .  

The p r o p e r t y  c o n n a c t i o n  { r e l a t i o n s  of p r ~ d u c t i o n )  refers t o  

r e l a t i o n s  of  e c o n o m i c  o w n e r s h i p  and p o s s e s s i o n ,  a n d  t h c ~  

~ x p r o p r i a t i o n  of s u r p l u s - l a b o u r  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  form, T h s s ?  

r e l a t i o n s  a l l o c a t e  power a n d  c o n t r o l  a v e r  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of  t h e  

s u r p l u s  a n d  t h e  b r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  of p r o d u c t i o n .  

The r e a l  nr mat+r ia l  a p p r o p r i s t i o n  c o n n s c t i o n  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  

a c t u a l .  l a b o u r  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  of some p a r t  of n a t u r e  

i n t o  u s e - v a l u e s  - meaas of p r o d u c t i o n  and s u b s i s t e n c e .  B u t  these 

are  n o t  d i s c r e t e  r e l a t i o n s .  They a r e  themselvss i n k 9 r - c o n n e c t e d .  

P o u l a n t z a s  n o t e s  t h a t  

T h e  p r o d u c t i o n  p s o c e s s  i s  c o m p o s e d  o f  t h e  u n i t y  of  
t h e  l a b o u r  p r o c e s s  a n d  the r e l a t i o n s  of 
p r o d u c t i o n . .  . . . . . . , (W) i t ' h i n  t h i s  u n i t y  i t  is 
n o t  t h e  l a b o u r  p r o c e s s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e c h n o l o g y  and 
t h e  t e c h n i c a l  p r o c e s s  t h a t  p l a y s  t h e  d o m i n a n t  r o l e ;  
t h s  r e l a t i o n s  cf p r o d u c t i o n  a l w a y s  doia ina te  t h e  
l a b o u r  process a n d  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r c e s ,  s t a m p i n g  
them w i t h  t h e i r  cun p a t t e r n  and a p p e a r a n c a .  
{ P o u l a n t z a s ,  1975 :  2 1 )  , 
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T ~ C ?  p a r t i c u l a r  f o r m  w h i c h  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s  t a k e  i n  a n  

! ? n t e r p r i s e ,  i .e . ,  t h e  r ? f a t i o n s  b e t u e + n  p e o p l e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  

p l a c e s  i n  a  s p e c i f i c  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c a s s ,  a r e  c a l l e d  t h e  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  

I n  c l a s s  s o c i e t i e s  t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  h s t w e e n  

t h e  rno rke r  a n d  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  f o r c e s ,  a n d  t h e  o w n e r  a n d  ti13 

p r o d u c t i ~ e  f o r c e s ,  U n d e r  f e u d a l i s m ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s  had 

c o n t r o l  0v2r t h e  s u r p l u s ,  [real. e c o n o m i c  o w n e r s h i p ) ,  t h e y  d i d  n o t  

p o s s e s s  c o m p l e t e  pow=r o v e r  the l a b o u r  p r o c e s s  i t s e l f ,  i ts  

d u r a t i o n  and i n t e n s i t y ,  T h e  f e u d a l  s e r f ,  when h e  w o r k s d  o~ t h e  

l a n d  a l l o c a t e d  t o  him, h a d  r ea l  p o s s e s s i o n  o v e r  t h e  m e a n s  of  

p r o d u c t i o n .  The wage-worke r  w c r k i n g  i n  a c a p i t a l i s t  f a c t o r y  

a n j o y s  n o  s u c h  p o s s e s s i o n .  T h i s  a s p e c t  is c a l l e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n  o f  

po s s e s s i o n .  

The c a p i t a l i s t  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  t w o  m a i n  c lasses ,  

t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  who own a n d  c o n t r o l  t h e  means  of  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  

who a p r o p r i a t e  s u r p l u s  l a b o u r  i n  t h e  f ~ r m  of s u r p l u s - v a l u e  f r o m  

t h e  d i r e c t  p r o d u c e r s  a n d  t h o s e ,  th2 w o r k i n g  c lass ,  who p r o d u c e  

vaLuo a n d  s u r p l u s  v a l u e .  T h e  basic  e l e m e n t s  of  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  

mode of  p r o d u c t i o n  w i l l  be o u t l i n e d  b e f o r e  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  

s o c i a l  f o r m a  t i o n .  
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B. C a p i t a l i s t  !Id@ of P r o d u c t i n r !  

Under t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode, p c w e r s  o f  e c o n o m i c  o w n e r s h i p  a n d  

o f  p o s s e s s i o n  t e n d  t o  c o n c e n t r a t e  in o n e  c lass  -- t h e  

b o u r g e o i s i e .  This c l a s s  a l l o c a t e s  r e s o u r c a s  and l a b o u r - p o w e r ,  

c o n t r o l s  t h e  d e p l o y m e n t  o f  t h z  s u r p l u s ,  a n d  r s g u l a t e s  t h e  

l a b o u r - p r o c e s s .  T h e  d i r e c t  p r o d u c e r s  ( w o r k e r s )  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  

from the means o f  p r o d u c t i e n  a n d  t h e r e f ~ r e  f r o m  t h e  w a n s  o f  

s u b s i s t z n c e ,  T h e  s u r p l u s - v a l u e  w h i c h  c a p i t a l  expropriates Z r o a  

w o r k s r s ,  a p p a a r s  a s  p r o f i t ,  i n t e r e s t ,  g r o u n d  r e n t ,  d i v i d e n d s  etc. 

T h e  r a t e  of e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  i.e., t h e  r a t i o  o f  s u r p l u s  v a l u e  

e x t r a c t e d  t o  v a r i a b l e  c a p i t a l  (wages )  c a n  b e  i n c r e a s e d  i n  o n e  of 

t w o  ways. T h e  e x t r a c t i o n  of a b s o l u t e  s u r p l u s  v a l u e  i n v o l v e s  t h a  

l e n g t h 2 n i n g  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  d a y  and ,  t h e r e b y ,  t h e  l e n g t h  of 

s u r p l u s  l a b o u r  time, R e l a t i v e  s u r p l u s  va lue  i s  extracted t h r o u g h  

i n c r e a s i n g  the p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  w o r k s r ,  i .e. ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  

s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  constant c a p i  t a l  ( d e a d  l a b o u r ,  e ,  q.,  m a c h i n e r y ]  

f o r  l i v i n g  l a b o u r .  

It s h o u l d  be noted t h a t  p r o d u c t i v e  ~ o r k e r s  a r e  thos2 who are 

involves i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  s u r p l u s  v a l u e ,  i.d., t h o s e  who 

~ x c h s n g ~  t h e i r  l a b o u r  a g a i n s t  c a p i t a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  r evenue  o r  

i n c o m e ,  T h u s ,  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  or  i n  t h e  b a n k i n g  s e c t o r  a r e  

not p r o d u c t i v e  a l t h o u g h  s u r p l u s  l a b o u r  may be e x t r a c t z d  from 

them.  
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Having  e x p r o p r i a t e d  s u r p l u s - v a l u e ,  c a p i t a l i s t s  h a v e  t o  

r e a l i s e  i t ,  i. e, ,  sall t h e  c o m m o d i t i e s  containing s u r p l t l s - v a l u e .  

C a p i t a l i s t s  corapete  t o  c a p t u r e  s h a r e s  o f  t h e  market.  The a b i l i t y  

t o  c o m p e t e  on t h s  m a r k e t  dzpgnds on  t h e  efficiency of t h e  

p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s ,  More e f f i c i e n t  c a p i t a l s  p r o d u c e  c o m m o d i t i e s  

whos? i n d i v i d u a l  v a l u e s  a re  be low tht s o c i a l  average v a l u ? .  

Thesz c a p i t a l s  c a n  e i t h e r  sell a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  v a l u e ,  thereby 

r e a l i s i  ng more s u r p  l u s - v a l u e  p e r  c o ~ m o d i  t y  t h a n  t h e i r  c o m p e t i t o r s  

o r  s e l l  b e l o v  a v e r a g e  v a l u e  and  t h e r e b y ,  c a p t u r e  l a r g e r  s h a r e s  o f  

t h e  m a r k q t ,  Compr t i t i o n  forces i n e f f i c i e n t  p r o d u c e r s  o u t  o f  

p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t h e r e b y  r e d u c e s  t h z  numbsr  o f  c a p i t a l s  i n  

n a r t i c u l a r  s p h e r e s  of p r o d u c t i o n .  s u c c z s s f  u l  c a p i t a l s  a c c u m u l a t e  

a n d  Barx c a l l s  t h i s  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of c a p i t a l ,  C o n c e n t r a t i o n  

g e n s r a t e s  c e n t r a l i s a t i o n ,  t h e  merqer of once i n d e p e n d e n t  c a p i t a l s  

w h i c h  f a c i l i t a t a s  r a t i o n a l  management and i nc reased  growth. 

B o t h  of these p r o c e s s e s  ref lect  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  b e t w e e n  c a p i t a l s ,  

3 c o m p e t i t i o n  which  is b a s e d  on c e a s e l s s s  a t t e m p t s  t o  ch5apen t h e  

c o m m o d i t i e s  b e i n g  p r o d u c e d .  B a f x  n o t e s :  

The b a t t l e  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  is f o u g h t  by c h e a p e n i n g  
of  c o m m o d i t i a s .  T h e  c h e a p n e s s  of c o m m o d i t i e s  
d e p e n d s ,  C A E T E R I S  PAR1 BUS, on t h e  p r o d u c t i v e n e s s  o f  
l a b o u r ,  and  t h i s  a g a i n  o n  t h e  s c a l e  of p r o d u c t i o n .  
T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  f a r g e r  c a p i t a l s  beat  t h e  smal ler .  
It w i l l  b e  Zurther rememberiid t h a t ,  with t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode of p r o d u c t i o n ,  
t h e r e  is an i n e r a a s s  i n  the a i n i m u n  a m o u n t  of 
i n d i v i d u a l  c a p i t a l  n e c e s s a r y  t o  c a r r y  on a b u s i n e s s  
u n d e r  its normal. c o n d i t i o n s ,  [Rarx ,  1972,  Voi .  l. : 
586/587). 
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C 3 n c e n t r a t i o n ,  c e n t r a l i s a t i o c  a n d  t h e  c h e a p ~ n i n y  of c o m ~ o d i t i s s  

c r e a t e d  d i f f i c u Z t l s s  f o r  s o u t h e r n  p l a n t e r s  d u r i n g  t h a  p e r i o d s  

o f  s l a v e r y  a n d  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  a s  t h e y  were f o r c e d  t o  c o m p e t e  

w i t h  c a p i t a l i s t  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c o m m o d i t i e s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  

p r o s e r v s  o f  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r .  

T h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  c e n t r a l i s a t i n n  of c a p i t a l  i n c r e a s e s  

t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  e x e r c i s i n g  t h e  p o w s r s  of c a p i t a l  a n d  of 

c i r c u l a t i n g  a n d  e x c h a n g i n g  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p r o d u c t .  T h i s  

c o m p l e x i t y  l e a d s  t o  a @ u i t i p l i c a t i o n  o f  c l a s s  p l a c e s  t h a t  may 

a p p s a r  t o  b e  b o u r g e o i s  a n d  p r o l e t a r i a n  a t  t h e  s a m e  time - a n  

e n g i n e e r  who d i r e c t s  t h e  l a b o u r  p r o c e s s  w h i l e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  

p r o d u c t i v e  work  is  o n e  s u c h  c l a s s  p l a c e .  T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h i s  

compf e x i t y  rnust b e  u n d 2 r s t o o d  i n  terms of t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

r a l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t h e s e  w i l l  b e  noted l a t e r .  

P o u l a n t z a s ,  h o v s v e r ,  e x p l a i n s  t h s s e  'new c lass  p l a c e s '  i n  a 

t h e o r e t i c a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t  manne r ,  

T h e  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  w h i c h  
c o m p r i s e  t h e m  ( e c o n o m i c  o w a e r s h i p / p o s s e s s i o n )  a r e  
e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  fcrms of p o u e r s  u h i c h  d e r i v e  from 
t hem,  i n  o t h e r  w o r d s  c lass  p o w e r s ;  t h 2 s a  p o w e r s  a r e  
c o n s t i t u t i v e l y  t i e d  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a n d  
i d e o l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  which s a n c t i o n  a n d  l e g i t i m i s e  
t h e m ,  The54 r e l a t i o n s  a r e  n o t  s i m p l y  a d d e d  o n  t o  
r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  a r e  " a l r e a d y  t h e r e " ,  
b u t  a r e  t h e m s e l v e s  p r e s e n t ,  i n  t h e  form s p e c i f i c  t o  
e a c h  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  i n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  
r e l a t i o n s  of  p r o d u c t i o n ,  T h e  p r o c a s s  a•’ p r o d u c t i o n  
a n d  e x p l o i t a t i o n  is a t  t h e  same t i m a  a p r o c e s s  of 
r e p r o d u c t i c ~  of t h e  r e l a t i o n s  of p o l i t i c a l  and 
i d s o l o q i c a l  d o m i n a t i o n  a n d  s u b o r d i n a t i o n "  
( P o u l a c t z a s  1975: 21) , 
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A c c o r d i n g  t o  P c u l a n t z a s ,  i d e o l o g i c a l .  r e l a t i o n s  refer  to a  

s e t  of  m a t a r i a l .  p r a c t i c s s  t h a t  are n o t  o n l y  r e la ted  Lo h u t  are 

i n h ~ r e n t  i n  t h e  r s l a  t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n .  T h u s  ths c o n c e n t r a t i o n  

o f  t h e  p o w o r s  of  e c o n o m l c  o w n 3 r s h i p  a n d  p o s s e s s i o n  i n  t h e  h a n d s  

o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  of t h e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  

t h s  p r ~ d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s  i t s a l f ,  a kaowl3dg2  t h a t  i n d u c e s  r e l a t i o n s  

of d o ~ i n a n c e  a n d  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  

n r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s .  T h e s e  r s l a t i o n s  a re  a n  a s p e c t  o f  t h 2  s o c i a l  

relations of p z o d u c t i o n  a n d  a s  s u c h ,  a re  s s s e n t i a l  r z l a t i o ~ s  i n  

t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  c l a s s  p l a c e s .  P o u l a n t z a s  f u r t h e r  n o t e s  t h a t  

p o l i t i c a l  d o m i n a n c e  a n d  s u b o r d i n a t i o n ,  t h e  a c t u a l  s u p e r v i s i o n  a n d  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  p r o c e s s ,  s i m i l a r l y  i n h e r e s  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  

o f  p r o t l u c t i o n ,  M o r e o v e r  t h e s s  r e l a t i o n s  of d o m i n a n c e  a r e  

s p s t e m a t i s e d  i n  t h e  s t a t ?  w h i c h  is c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a ' c o n d e n s a t i o n  

~f c l a s s  f o r c e s *  t h a t  m a i n t a i n s  t h e  l o n g  term i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  

b o u r g e o i s i e  by  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  c a p i t a l  

a c c u m u l a t i o n ,  T h e  s t a t e  may of c o u r s e  i n t e r y e n s  a n d  d i r e c t l y  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of c a p i t a l  t h r o u g h  t a x a t i o n  

p o l i c i e s ,  t a r i f f s ,  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  ( e s p e c i a l l y  

means  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ) ,  ti19 p r o d u c t i o n  a n 3  

r e p r o d u c t i o n  of l a b o u r  power t h r o u g h  i m m i g r a t i o n  laws, e d u c a t i o n  

p o l i c i e s  a n d  s o  on .  T h u s  t h e  l e g a l ,  p o l i t i c a l  and  e v e r y d a y  

s a n c t i o n i n g  a n d  l e g i t i i u i s a t i o n  05 racism u n d e r  s l a v e r y  were 

n o t  mere a f t e r t h o u g h t s  t~ t h e  e s t a b l i s h m z n t  oi s l a v e  p r o d u c t i o n .  

Thty wer2 t h e  s p e c i f i c  f o r m s  o f  t h e  r z l a t i o n s  of d o m i n a n c e  a n d  



s u h o r a i n a t i ~ n  F n h s r e n t  i n  t h e  r ~ l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  u n d e r  

s l a v e r y .  

It is n o t  s u g g e s t e d  ilfre t h a t  all. w o r k e r s  who e x e r c i s e  a 

d e g r e e  s f  c o n t r o l ,  o r  who  p o s s e s s  a  d e g r e e  of k n o w l e d g e  of t h e  

l a b o u r  ~ r o c e s s  a r e  members  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  T h e  p r o h l s m  is t o  

i d e n t i f y  t h e  d o m i n a n t  r e l a t i o n  o f  c l a s s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  t o  i s o l a t e  

t h e  a o m i n a n t  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  c l a s s  p lace i n v o l v e d ,  

T h e  t y p e s  o f  l a b o u r  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h s  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c s s  a 1  so 

r e q u i r e  c a p i t a l i s t  d o m i ~ a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  l a b o u r ,  a 

r e p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  is  n e e ~ s s a r i l y  s s c t o r a l  i n  t h a t  it mus t  

r e p r o d u c e  m a n u a l ,  c l e r i ca l ,  s k i l l e d  a n d  u n s t l l e d ,  @ a n a g e r i a l  a n d  

s u p e r v i s o r y  w o r k e r s ,  T h a s e  sectors a r e  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  a l i g n e d  

p a r a l l e l  t o  d F v i s i o n s  t h a t  p r e d a t e  c a p i t a l i s t  d o m i n a t i o n  a n d  

r e f l e c t  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  l a b o u r  a n d  t h e  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  

of p r o d u c t i o n  o f  prerrious mod?s, T h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  the l a b o u r  

f o r c e  t h e r e f o r e  a d a p t s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  a s o c i a l  

f o r m a t i o n .  T h u s ,  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  may be s e x u a l ,  r a c i a l ,  r e l i q i o u s ,  

o r  e t h n i c ,  o r  a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  a n y  two o r  more of t h e s e  

3 i v l s i o n s .  I n  t h e  end ,  however ,  t h e y  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  b y  t h e  

r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  the p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s  i n  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  wh ich  i t  

g e n ~ r a t e s  new l a b o u r  r s g u i r e m a n t s ,  
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T h e  c o n t i n u s d  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a n y  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n  r e q u i r e s  

i t s  r e p r o d u c t i o r i .  T h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l  is, h o w e v e r ,  

e x p a n d s d  r e p r o d u c t i o n .  T h i s  l e a d s  t o  its c o n s t a n t  p e n e t r a t i o n  of 

o t h e r  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n s  3nd  t o  its i c c ~ e a s s d  d o m i n a t i o n  o v e r  

p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  modes.  T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  c a p i t a l i s m  and  

s l a v e r y  i n  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  America  is a p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o ~ p l e x  

f o r m  o f  s u c h  p e n e t r a t i o n  a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  d o ~ i n a t i o n ,  However ,  it 

is now n e c e s s a r y  t o  t u r n  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  ' s o c i a l  

f o r m a t i o n , '  

C. S o c i a l  F o r m a t i o n ,  

F u n d a m e n t a l l y ,  a s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  c a n  be  d e f i n e d  a s  a 

speci  fir: a r t i c u l a t i o n  of modes  of p r o d u c t i o n  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  t i m e  

a n d  p l a c e .  P o u l a n t z a s  n o t e s :  

"The mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e s  an a b s t r a c t  
f o r m a l  object ~ h i c h  does n o t  e x i s t  i n  t h e  s t s o n q  
s e n s s  i n  r e a l i t y ,  C a p i t a l i s t ,  f e u d a l ,  a n d  s l 3 v s  
modes  of p r o d u c t i o n  w h i c h  e q u a l l y   lac^ a x i s t e n c e  i n  
t h e  s t r o n g  sense, a l s o  c o n s t i t u t e  a b s t r a c t - f o r m a l  
o b j e c t s .  T h e  o n l y  t h i n g  w h i c h  r e a l l y  e x i s t s  is a 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i n n ,  i .e , ,  a 
s o c i a l  w h o l e  i n  t h e  w i d e s t  s 2 n s e  .... B u t  a soc i a l  
f o r m a t i o n ,  w h i c h  is a s x a l - c o n c r e t 2  o b j e c t  and s o  
a l w a y s  o r i g i n a l  b e c a u s e  s i n g u l a r ,  p r e s ~ n  ts a 
p a r t i c u l a r  c o m b i n a t i o n ,  a s p e c i f i c  o v e r l a p p i n g  o f  
s e v e r a l .  p u r e  roodas o f  p r o d u c t i o n ' *  f P o u l a n t z a s  1973, 
1 5 ) .  

T h u s ,  it f a l f o w s  t h a t  t h a  two E u n d a m m t a l  c l a s s e s  am t h o s e  

o f  the d o m i n a n t  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n  b u t  a c o n c r e t ?  s o c i e t y ,  a 

s o c i a l  f o r m a  t i o n  



t ~ i n v o l v + s  m o m  than tuo c l a s s e s  i n  s o  f a r  a s  i t  i s  
composgd of v a r i o u s  modes a n d  f o r m s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  
Ho social f o r m 3 t i o n  k n v o P ~ a e s  snly two c l a s s r ; s ,  b u t  
th2 two f u n d a m s n t a l  c l a s s e s  of  a n y  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  
a r e  those c f  t h e  d o m i n a a t  mods of p r o d u c t i o n  i n  
t h a t  f o r m a t i o n w  ( P o y l a n t z a s  1973: 22 )  , 

T h e  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  r ~ f e r s  t o  t h e  a r t i c u l a t i c n  o f  % o d e s  o f  

p r o d u c t i o n  i n  8 spec i f i c  ar,d rea l  p l a c a ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  u n i q u e  

manner  of t h e i r  r e p r o d u c t i o n  and  t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  d i s s o l u t i o n  and  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  which  g i v e  r i s e  t o  s p e c i f i c  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e s .  

I n  ths a r t i c u l a t i o n  of a o d e s  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  i , e , ,  i n  t h e  

s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o ~ ,  o n e  mode i s  a l w a y s  d o m i n a n t ,  T h i s  

* f p r o d u c e s  complex effects o f  d i s s o l u t i o n  a n d  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  o n  t h e  o t h ~ r  m a s s  of p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  
g i v e s  t h e s e  societies their o v e r a l l  c h a r a c t e r  , , , tt 
( P o u l a n t z a s ,  1973:  22). 

I n  a c a p i t a l i s t  d o m i n a t e d  s o c i a l .  f o r r t l a t i o n  dFssoPu ' tFon and  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  o r  e f f s c t s  refer t o  t h e  t e n d e n c y  f o r  t h e  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  f o r m s  t o  

d i s s o l v ~  u n d e r  the d o m i n a n c e  o f  t h e  e x t e n d i n g  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i a l  

r s l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  S i ~ u l t a n e o u s f  y ,  t h e  p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  fo rm 

s x h i b i t s  t e n d e n c i e s  t o  c o n s e r v e  its p a r t i c u l a r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  

i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h i s  d o m i n a t i o n .  T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  t o u c h e s  on t h e  

p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  f rom t h e  dominanc* of one mode t o  thz 

d o z i n a n c e  af a n o t h e r  i n  a  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n .  T h i s  is a n  area o f  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e h a t e  a n d  is b e y o n d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  (See 



H L f  t o n ,  1976)  . The nteaning of c o n s ; - 3 r v a t i o n  and d i s s o 2 u t i o n  

e f f e c t s  w i l l  bscoms c l e a r e r  when t h e  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  ecocomy of 

the s o u t h e r n  U n C t ~ d  S t a t e s  is  e x a m i n e d .  The a f f e c t s  t h e m s e l v e s  

a r e  s p e c i f i c  t o  a s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  d e t e r m i n a d  b y  

t h e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of modes of p r o d u c t i o n  i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  time and 

T h e  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  h a s  a r e a l  s p a t i a l  e x i s t e n c e  t h a t .  t e n d s  

t o  c o i n c i d z  w i t h  p o l i t i c a l  heqemony,  ( b o u n d a r i e s  of t h e  n a t i o n  

s t a t e )  i,~?. , w i t h  n a t i o n  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  e ra .  C l e a r l y ,  

however,  i t  is s t r u c t u r e d  i n  p a r t  b y  t h e  manne r  of i ts  

i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h  o t h e r  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n s ,  

" T h i s  c a t e g o r y  r s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  j c o n c s r n s  t h e  
d i f f e r e n t i a l  e v o l u t i o n  o f  s o c i e t i e s  i n  terms of 
t b s i r  own s e t t i n g  a n d  i n  c o n c e c t i o n  w i t n  t h o s ?  
e x t e r n a l  f o r c e s  wh ich  are n o s t  a f t e n  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  
t h e i r  motive power.  T h e  f u a d a m s n t a l  b a s i s  o f  
a x p l a n a t i o n  is p r o d u c t i o n ,  i. e .  B a n ' s  l a b o u r  wh ich  
t r a n s f o r m s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s t o r i c a l l y  d e t e r m i n e a  
laws, the s p a c e  w i t h  w h i c h  the g r o u p  is c o n f s o n t e d f l  
[ S a n t o s ,  1977: 1 ) .  

Th& s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  involving th? r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e ~ n  m o d s  

o f  p r o d u c t i o n  and  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s ,  is c l a a r i y  

c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  social t r a n s • ’  o r n a t i o n ,  w i t h  

h i s t o r y .  I n  o r d a r  t o  i n t e r p r e t  c h a n g e  i n  a s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  

n o t i o n s  a•’ c o n s a r v a t i o n  and  d i s s o l u t i o n  e f f ec t s  c a n  be e m p l o y e d  

t o  p c r i ~ d i s e  t h e s e  c o n t i n u i n g  c h a n g e s .  
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E f f e c t s  of c o n s e r v a t i o n  and d i s s a l u t i a n  derive, i n  ths e n d ,  

f ront  t h e  * f u n d a m e n + t a l  b a s i s  o f  e x p l a n a t i o n . ,  . p r o d u c t i o n * .  In 

o t h 2 r  words ,  t h e y  a r i s e  f rom t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r 2 l a t i a n s  o f  

p r o d u c t i o n ,  This d o g s  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  core  of  p r o d u c t i o n  

r s l a t i o n s  o u t l i n ~ d  a b o v e  change, r a t h e r ,  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s  f - aks  o n  

new f o r m s .  

T h i s  can bi? c l e a r l y  seen i n  the d i s s o c i a t i o n  o f  legal f r o m  

e c o n o m i c  o w n e r s h i p  and o f  e c o n o m i c  o w n e r s h i p  f r o m  p o s s e s s i o n  

which defines t h e  i n i t i a l  p h a s e  o f  m o n o p o l y  capital. I n  t h e  

p h a s e  o f  the c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  monopo ly  c a p i t a l ,  t h e s e  

d i s s o c i a t i o n s  became q u i t e  marked ,  I n  ths present phase ,  the 

i n t ~ r n a t i a n a l i s a  t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  

P o u l a n t z a s  notes a s t r o n g  t e n d e r x y  f o r  ths p o w e r s  o f  o w n e r s h i p  

a n d  p o s s e s s i o n  t o  c o a l e s c e ,  T h e  f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  t h i s  

p e r i o d i s a t i o n  i s  marked by c o n s e r v a t i o n  effects  o f  c o m p e t i t i v e  

c a p i t a l ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  the v i g o u r  w i t h  w h i c h  c o ~ p e t i t i v e  

c a p i t a l i s t s  s o u g h t  t o  r e t a i n  p o w e r s  of p o s s s s s i o n .  T h e  p r e s e n t  

p h a s e  c l e a r l y  m a r k s  t h e  d o m i n a n c e  of n o n o p o l y  c a p i t a l  a n d  its 

effrcts o f  d i s s o l u t i o n  on t h e  n c n - m o n a p o l y  s e c t o r ,  ( P n u l a n t z a s ,  

1975: 140/141). 



These e f fec t s  were, and a re ,  s p e c i f i c  t o  e a c h  f o r m a t i o n  a n d  

d e p s n d  on t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of modes  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  

t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i s e  each f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d  on t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  

s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  within t h e  i n t 2 r n a t i o n a l  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  

f o r m a t i o n s  - the i m p e r i a l i s t  c h a i n .  ( P o u l a n t z a s ,  1975: Q6) . 

The c o n t e x t  of t h e  p r o b l e ~  i n  h a n d  i s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  soc i a l  

f o r m a t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  of aodes of p r o d u c t i o n  

a n d  the c o n s e q u e n t  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of s p s c i f i c  class p l a c e s  u n d e r  

t h e  d o m i n a n c e  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  The 

c o n c e p t s  o u t l i n e d  a b o v s  c a n  be? employes t o  d e v e l o p  a f r a m e w o r k  

for  t h e  s n a l y s i s  of p e r s i s t e n t  racial. d i s c r i a i n a t i o n ,  I t  i s  n o t  

suggqsted hsre t h a t  t h e  framework is a n y t h i n g  more  t h a n  a n  

i n i t i a l  a t t e m p t .  

T h e  f r s a e w o r k  w i l l  bs u s z d  t o  p e r i o d i s ?  l amar i can  h i s t o r y  

f o c u s i n q  p r i l n a r k l y  on  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of b l a c k  p e o p l e  w i t h i n  t h a  

A m e r i c a n  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  T h r ~ e  s t a g e s  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d ;  { A )  

s l a v s r y ,  [Bf s h a r e c r o p p i n g  and (C), t h e  present: s t a g e  -- 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o u r  f o r c z ,  

4, SLAVERY 

I n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  coinme.rcis1 slavery a s  it d e v e l o p e d  i n  ths 

s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  i s  u n d e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  t h i s  Is q u i t s  
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d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  e a r l i e r  f o r m s  o f  t h e  s l a v e  mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  1% 

m u s t  ba p o i n t e d  o u t ,  h o v s v f z ,  t h a t  w h e r e a s  th& legal s t a t u s  o f  

s l a v e r y  may e x i s t  w i t h i n  a s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  this d o e s  n o t  moan 

t h a t  s u c h  a f o r m a t i o n  i s  d o m i n a t e d  b y  the s l a v e  mode o f  

p r o d u c t i o n .  (The s l a v e  mods i n  dominant? i m p l i e s  s p e c i f i c  

r e l a t i o n s  of p o s s e s s i o n  and o u n s s s h i p  aad a p a r t i c u l a r  manne r  of 

s u r p l t i s  e x p r o p r i a t i o n .  B h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  s l a v e r y  a s  a raode from 

o t h e r  modes  is t h e  

... s e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  l a b o u r e r  from t h e  m e a n s  of  
r e p r o d u c t i o n  of his l a b o u r - p o w e r  v h i c h  i s  t h e  mods 
of s u b s u m p t i o n  of t h e  slavs l a b o u r e r  a s  the 
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  o w n e r  o f  t h e  m e a n s  of p r o d u c t i o n .  
[ H i n d e s s  a ~ d  Hirst ,  1975: 127).  

N i n d e s s  a n d  Hirst thee p r o c e e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t z  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

and  d o m i n a n c e  of t h e  s l a v e  mode i n  thn a n t e - b e l l u m  s o u t h e r n  

states, This d o m i n a n c e  a r o s e  with the a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  the s o u t h  t o  g r o w i n g  c a p i t a l i s t  

m a r k e t s ,  T h u s ,  s l a v e r y  i n  t h i s  r e g i o n  u n d e r w e n t  a t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  

f r o m  a  l e g a l  s t a t u s  w i t h i n  a p r e d o m i n a n t l y  petty c o m m o d i t y  

p r o d u c i n g  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  t o  its a t t a i n m e n t  of d o m i n a n c e  a s  a 

mode w i t h i n  t h a t  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n .  

Marx c o m m e n t s  o n  t h s s e  f o r m s  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  manner:  

. ... ( T ) h e  n e g r o  l a b o u r  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  o f  
t h e  American u n i o n  p r % s e r v ~ d  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  
p a t r i a r c h a l  character  s o  l o n g  a s  p r o d u c t i o n  was 
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c h i + • ’ l y  d i r e c t e d  t o  i m m e d i a t e  l o c a l  c o n s u m p t i o n .  
B u t  in p r o p u r t 5 . c n  a s  t h e  s x p o r t  of c o t t o n  hecame of  
v i t a 2  ifiterest t o  t h e s e  s t a t e s ,  th? o v s r - u o r k i n g  o f  
t h e  n e g r o  be cam^ a  f a c t o r  i n  a c a i c u i a t e d  a n d  
c a l c u l a t i n q  s y s t e m ,  I t  was n o  f o n g ~ r  a  q u e s t i o n  o f  
o b t a i n i n g  f r o m  h im a c e r t a i n  q u a n t i t y  of u s e f u l  
p r o d u c t s ,  I t  was a q u e s t i o n  of p r o d u c t i o n  of 
s u r p l u s  l a b o u r  i t s e l f .  (Marx, 1972 :  2 2 6 , 2 2 7 ) .  

L a t s r ,  E G Q E ~ ~  c o m m e n t ~ d  on t h e  p r a d o i n i n a n c e  of  s l a v e  

p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  s x p o r t  t r a d a  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  century A m s r i c a n  

s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n .  

A t  t h a t  time { I 8 4 7 1  t h e  w o r l d  t r a d ?  o f  t h e  u n i t e d  
S t a t e s  was l i m i t e d  mainly t o  i m p o r t s  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  
acd i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t s ,  a n d  t h e  e x p o r t  of co t tca  
a n d  t o b a c c o  , i. e., t h e  p r o d u c t s  of s o u t h s r n  s l a v e  
l a b o u r .  T h e  n o r t h e f n  s t a t e s  produced  n-tainly corn 
a n d  meat f o r  t h e  s l a v e  s t a t e s ,  (Bngels ,  c i t e d  i n  
Plarx, 1953: 1 1 2 ) .  

I n  other words ,  ths A m e r i c a n  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

i ts s l a v e  aode was a r t i c u l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  i ~ a p e r i a l l . s t  c h a i n  t h r o u g h  

t h e  s x p o r t  of  raw c o t t o n  a n d  a•’ t o b a c c o ,  The  a r t i c u l a t i o n  a • ’  t h e  

s l a v l  mode a n d  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode was a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  m a r k e t  

r e l a t i o n s .  T h i s  a r t i c u f  a t i o n  o p e n e d  up  large a n d  i n c r e a s i n g  

m a r k e t s  f o r  t h e  c o m m o d i t i e s  of t h e  s l a v e  mode . A t  t h e  same 

time, h o w e v e r ,  it b r o u g h t  slavery i n t o  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  

c a p i t a l i s t  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  same o r  siaiif a r  p r o d u c t s  ( s y n t h e t i c  

f i b r e s )  and ,  i n  s l a v z r y ' s  nee3  t o  axpand the t e r r i t o r y  u n d e r  

s l a v e  p r o d u c t i o n ,  g e n e r a t e d  conf f  i c t s  b e t w e e n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s l a v e  

s t a t e s  and t k a  c a p i t a l i s t  a n d  p e t t y - c o n t m s d i t y  p r o d u c i n g  i n t e r e s t s  

t o  tks n o r t h .  T h e  c o n f l i c t  ovf r K a n s a s  r e f l ~ c t s d  t h e s e  

t e n d e n c i e s .  ( H i n d e s s  and  H i r s t ,  1975: 175) .  
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S l s v a o w n e r s  made p r o f i t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  s a l e  of s p e c i f i c  

c o ~ m o d i t i e s  [cotton a n d  t o b a c c o )  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  m a r k a t ,  

T h e y  werP i n t e r e s t e d  a b o v e  all i n  m a i n t a i n i n g  these m a r k e t  

c o n n s c t i o n s ,  c o n n e c t i o n s  t h a t  h a d  l e 3 .  to the d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  

B e c a u s e  world t r a d e  p d r ~ r t i t s  d o m ~ s t i c  c a p i t a l  t o  s x g a n d  a n d  

a c h i e v e  e c o n o m i e s  o f  s c a l e ,  i t  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s u u r c a  

of c a p i t a l  a c c u m u l a t i o n ,  Thus ,  t h e  American f o r m  o f  s l a v e r y ,  

a l t h o u g h  f o r m a l l y  a  distinct mode of p r o d u c t i o n  i s  s u b s e q u e n t  t o  

c a p  i t a f  isia, e c o n o m i c a l l y  d 2 p e n d e n t  on c a p i t a l i s t  a a r k e t s  a n d ,  

b x a u s e  i t  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  l a r g e - s c a f  e i n d u s t r y ,  

i n c a p a b l e  of c o n t r o l  P i n g  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of i ts r ; . p r o d u c t i o n .  

g l # i t h o u t  slavery you h a v e  r,o c o t t o n ;  w i t h o u t  c o t t o n  
you  h a v o  no modern  i n d u s t r y ,  It i s  s l a v e r y  t h a t  
g a v e  t h e  c o l o n i e s  t h e i r  v a l u e ;  i t  is zhe  c o l o n i e s  
t h a t  c r e a t e d  w o r l d  t r a d e ,  a n d  it i s  s r o r l d  t r a d e  
that is the p r e - c o n d i t i o n  o f  l a r g e - s c a l o  i n d u s t r y g t  
( B a r x ,  1963: 111).  

When l a rge - sca le  i n d u s t r y  d e v e l o p e d  i n  t h e  N o r t h ,  it 

r e q u i r e d  t a r i f f  walls f a r  p r o t e c t i o n ,  w h i l 5  t n e  s l a v e ~ ~ n r r s  

f e a r z d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  i n t e r r u p t i o n s  i n  excfiang-? o f  t h e i r  

commoaities f o r  mor,.ey. This c o ~ t r a 6 i c t i o n  was p a r t i a l l y  

r l - s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  civil War (Aptheker ,  3961) .  



T h e  d i f f e r e n t  p r o p e r t y  c a n c z c t i o n s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  and s l a v e r y  

c o n t a i n 2 d  w i t h i n  thsm a n d  q a v ?  r ise t o  d e f i n i t e  forms o f  

p o l i t i c a l  3nd i d e o l o g i c a l  d o m i n a t i o n .  A l t h o u g h  f e d e r a l l y  uni t i . .d  

t h e  s t a t e - s y s t e m  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  d i f f e r e n t  f o r m s  

of d o m i n a k i o n .  T h u s  s l a v e r y  constituted a l e q a l  s t a t u s  of 

non-humann?ss ,  a t o t a l  a b s e n c e  of a n y  b o u r g e o i s  d 3 n o c r a  t i c  

r i g h t s .  

" A  l e g a l  n o n - s u b j e c t ,  t h e  s l a v e s s  v a l u e  a s  p r o p e r t y  
d e p e n d s  u p o n  t h e  f ac t  t h a t  ha h a s  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  a  
human s u b j e c t ,  t h a t  i s  thcz c a p a c i t y  to a c t  o n  
i n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  f a c u l t y  of j u d q e m e n t  etc.. . , Th2 
c h a t t e l  s l a v e  is a c o n t r a d i c t o r y  b e i n q ,  a human 
s u b j e c t  and a l e g a l  n o n - s u b  j ec t ,  a m a n - t h i n g n  
( H i n d e s s  a ~ d  Hirst 1975: 1121, 

B e c a u s e  of t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  w i t h  b l a c k n e s s ,  

l a r g ?  n u m b e r s  of  legally free b l a c k s  s u f f z r z d  f o r m s  of 

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  n o t  u n l i k s  t h a t  o f  t h e  slaves.  c o u n t y  a n d  s t a t e  

j u r i s d i c t i o n s  c o u l d  t h i s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  of 

f e d e r a l  s t r u c t u r e s  ( G o s s e t t ,  1963).  a l t h o u g h  f r e e  b l a c k s  were 

n o t  s l a v e s ,  t e n d e n c i e s  o p e r a t e d  t o  i s o l a t e  them a s  the l o w e s t  

e c h e l o n  of f r e e  w o r k e r s  t h e r e b y  i m p l y i n g  and r e i n f r o c i n g  r a c i s t  

c o n c e p t i o n s  of b l a c k  i n f e r i o r i t y  w h i l e  a s c r i b i n g  a s u p e r i o r  

s t s t u s  to w h i t e  w o r k e r s .  

It is a t  this p o i a t  t h a t  t h 2  d i f f e r 9 n t i a I  p r o l e t a r i a n i s a t i o n  

o f  the free l a h c u r  f o r c e  a l o n g  r a c i a l .  lines begins. 



T h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n d t i o n  t o  w a y s  l a b o u r  i s  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  i n h e r e n t l y  c o m p e t i t i v e  n a t u r e  ~f t h e  l a b o u r  marke t  

3 n d  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  p r o c e s s  a n d  s u c h  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  was  n o t ,  of c o u r s e ,  u n i q u e  t o  b l a c k s .  

As i n d i c a t s d  a b o v e ,  t h e  c o n t r o l  o v e r  and knois ledga  of t h e  

l a b o u r  process a r e  p o w e r s  d e r i v i n g  f r o m  o n e ' s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  

p r o c e s s  i t s e l f ,  i.e., t h e y  i n h e r e  i n  t h e  e c o n 2 m i c  r e l a t i e n s  t h a t  

d e f i n e  t h e  c l a s s  p l a c e .  c his complex of p l a c e s  r e q u i r e s  a  

s e c t o r a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  l a b o u r  t o  fill c e r t a i n  p l a c e s  a n d  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  is o n e  means  of f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h i s  s e c t o r a l  

r e p r o d u c t i o n .  S u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e  C i v i l  War, t h e  ~ ~ ~ r i c a n  s o c i a l  

f o r m a t i o n  c o m p r i s e d  an  e x p a n d i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m  c o n s t a n t l y  

g e n e r a t i n g  new l a b o u r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  and  a r t i c u l a t e d  t o  a n d  

d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  r e m n a n t s  of t h e  s l a v e  moat o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  

T h e  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  d e r i v i n g  from t h a t  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  modes  

u n d e r  t h e  d ~ m i n a n c e  o f  t h e  c a ~ i t a l i s t  mode, a n d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  

t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of l a b o u r ,  c o n s t i t u k e  t h e  t e r r a i n  of a n y  

t h e o r e t i c a l  i n v ~ s t i g a t i o n  of r a c i s m  beyond th2 p e r i o d  of s l a v e r y .  

T h e  ef fec t s  of this a r t i c u l a t i o n ,  a n d  its d e v e l o p m e n t ,  o c  

s o u t h e r n  a g r i c u l t u r e  g a v e  rfs2 t o  t h e  f o r m  of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

p r o d u c t i o n  known a s  s h a r e c r o p p i n g .  T h a  t h e s i s  t u r n s  now a n  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  this fo rm.  



Whsn we l o o k  a t  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  

i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s  d u r i n g  t h e  decades  p r i o r  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  

w o r l d  war, t w o  a s p e c t s  must be n o t e d .  

( a ) .  S o u t h e r n  l a n d o w n e r s  o r  p l a n t e r s  were d e p e n d e c t  o n  b o t h  

f o r e i g n  and  d o m e s t i c  c a p i t a l i s t  i n a r k e t s ,  Price f l u c t u a t i o n s  

b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s y n t h e t i c  f i b r e s  a n d  b y  t h e  

p r o d u c t i ~ n  o f  c o t t o n  i n  Braz i l  a n d  ~ g y p t  r e q u i r e d  t h e s e  p l a n t e r s  

t o  i ~ a i n t a l n  t h e  lowest  c o s t s  of p r o d u c t i o n  p o s s i b l e ,  T h e  l o w  

f z v e P  o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  i n  ths a y r i c u l % u r a l  sector, 

c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  h i g h  l a b o u r  i n t e n s i t y  o f  c o t t o n  growing, e x e r t e d  

g r e a t  p r a s s u r e s  t o  d r i v e  down t h e  cos t  of labour. 

{ b ) .  In o r d e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  low l a b o u r  c o s t s ,  the p l a n t a r s  

p a r c s l l 3 d  o u t  l a n d  ta direct p r o d u c a r s ,  m a i n l y  s h a r e c r o p p e r s .  

T h e  p l a n t e r  m a i n t a i n e d  d o m i n a n c e  o v e r  t h e  c r o p p s r  i n  a number  o f  

ways: 

{ I f  H e  a d v a n c e d  a l l  o r  aost o f  t h e  machinery, fe r t i l i spr ,  

s e e d  a n d  c a s h  c r e d i t  r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  c r o p p e r .  

(2)  He r e t a i n e d  the r i g h t  t o  s u p e r v i s ?  t h e  l a b o u r  p r o c e s s  i f  

only to th? l i m i t e d  extent a l l o w e d  b y  3 g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n .  

O c c a s i o n a l l y  he  h i r e d  ' r i d i n g  bosses8  t o  exercise t h i s  power* 

{Haywood, 1976) . 
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( 3 )  He r e t a i n e d  compl~ste c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  ~ a r k e t i n g  o f  the 

t o t a l  h a r v e s t  a n d  o v e r  t h e  a c c o u n t i n g  o f  t r a n s a c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  

c r o p p e r  a n d  h i m s e l f ,  

( t r )  T h a  e x t r a c t i o n  of s u r p l u s  f r o m  t h e  c r o p p e r  t o o k  t h . s  form 

o f  s u r p l u s  p r o d u c t ,  In c ther  words ,  t h e  d i r g c t  p r o d u c e r  

c o n t r a c t e d  t o  g i v e  up ,  s a y ,  SOW of t h e  c r o p  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  t h a  

u s e  of t h e  l a n d .  T h e  a b s e n c e  of s i g n e d  c o n t r a c t s  and  the 

monopo ly  o v e r  m a r k e t i n g  e x e r c i s e d  b y  t h e  p l a n t e r ,  c o u p l e d  with 

t h e  s x o r b i t a n t  i n t e r e s t  rates c h a r g e d  on c a s k  a n d  o t h e r  a d v a n c e s  

a l l o w e d  t h e  p l a n t e r  t o  r e t a i n  f a r  i n  sxcess of  50% of the c r o p ,  

I n  SUB, t h e  p l a n t e r ,  by  r e t a i n i n g  t h e  p o w e r s  d e r i v i n g  f r o m  

e c o n o m i c  o w n e r s h i p  aod i m p c r t a n t  a s p e c t s  of t h e  p o w e r  o f  

p o s s e s s i o n ,  m a i n t a i n e d  a low c o s t  o f  l a b o u r .  

B+ mus t ,  h o w e v e r ,  make  two o t h e r  p o i n t s  here: F i r s t l y ,  t h e  

c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h ~  l a b o u r  p r o c e s s  a n d  t h e  e x t r a c t i o n  of surplus 

d e s c r i b e d  above was f a c i l i t a t s d  b y  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a l aga f  

systam #hFch  e f f u c t l v e f y  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  t h e  p r o p e r t y l e s s  and 

u n e d u c a t a d .  P e o n a g e  t o o  was l e g a l  a n d  c r o p p e r s  who s n t e r e d  i n t o  

d a b t  wesz b o u n d  t o  work f o r  t h e i r  d e b t o r  u n t i l  the d e b t  was 

cleared. 



A l t h o u g h  p o o r  w h i t e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  S o u t h  e n  j o y e d  a r e l a t i v e  

p r i v i l e g e ,  t h e y  t o o  were subjec t . ;d  t o  t h e  u s u r i o u s  p r a c t i c e s  of 

t h e  m e r c h a c t s  a n d  l a n d o w n e r s .  T h e y  t e n d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  a c q u i r s  a 

w r i t t e n  r a t h e r  t h a r ,  verbal. c o n t r a c t  w i t h  r e l a t i v i ;  ease and c o u l d  

s x p e c t  ' g r e s t e r  e q u a l i t y 1  i n  the eyas of th? ' l aw t .  I t  was a 

common p r a c t i c e  smong l a n d o w n - ? r s  t o  l o t  t h e i r  b 2 s t  l a n d  t o  w h i t 2 s  

and t o  p r e v e n t  s v e n  the the smallest o f  b l a c k  fandowners from 

g a i n i n g  a f o o t h o l d  o n  an area t h a t  was t r a d l t i o c a l l y  farmed b y  

w h i t e s .  ( R o s ~ ? n q a r t e n ,  1974) . 

T h e  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  economy n a s  n o t  s i t ~ p l y  d i v i d e d  among 

l a n d o w n e r s  and  c r o p p e r s  n o r  b s t w e z n  b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s .  Th?  

i n t e r e s t s  of b a n k e r s ,  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  t r a n s p a r t  c o m p a n i e s  i n  t h e  

a q r i c u l t u r - l l  s u r p l u s  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  n o t e d .  among t h e  ddir?ct 

p z o d u c e r s  a h i e r a r c h y  o r  ' l a d d e r *  of p o s s i b l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  

the land ,  g a v e  the a p p e a r a x $  t h a t  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  c l i lnb o u t  

o f  ths p o v e r t y  a n d  d e p e n d e n c y  of s h a r e c r o p p i n g ,  y a n c s  h a s  

d e s c r i b e d  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  or  l a d d e r  i n  t h a  f o h l ~ w i n ~  n a n n e r :  

I t  is  p o s s i b l e  t o  namz t h i r t e e n  s e p a r a t e  
' r u n g s 1 , ,  , . a l l  t h +  way f rom t h e  u n p a i d  family 
l a b o u r  of a  s o n  w o r k i n g  on h i s  f a t h e r  * s  c r o p p s r  
f a r m  t o  tha s t a t u s  o f  c a s u a l  wage h a n d ,  r 2 g u l a r  
wage h a n d ,  c roppe r ,  s h a r e  t e n a n t ,  s t a n d i n g  r e n t e r ,  
cash renter ,  m a n a g e r ,  p a r t  owner, m o r t g a g e d  owner ,  
f u l l  o w n e r  o f  a s m a l l  f a r m ,  f a n d l o r d  a n d  l a r g e  
p l a n t e r .  ( V a n c ~ ,  1945: 2 1 5 ) .  

S2me m o b i l i t y  was certainly p o s s i b l e  a l o n g  t h e  l o w e r  r u n g s  

b u t  t h e  h i g h e r  r u n g s  were well o u t  of r ~ a c f l  of  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y ,  



D o f i n i t i o n s  of t h e  s t a t u s  n c e d  n o t  c o n c e r a  u s  h e r e ,  however Sam+ 

i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t ?  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of b l a c k s  i n  t h e  

c r o p p e r  s t r a t u m  o f  t h i s  h i e r a r c h y  is g i v e n  b y  ths f o l l o w i n g  

t a b l 6 .  

~ q r i c u f t u r a f .  T e ~ a n t s  b y  S t a t u s  and Race, S o u t h e r n  S ta t e s :  1940.  

Cash.  

Share-Cash.  3 2 , 1 3 1  

S h a r e - T e n a n t ,  3 8 9 , 5 6 1  

Croppers. 2 4 2 , 1 7 3  

O t h e r s .  89,123 

% B l a c k  of Total 

25 .4  

T h e  same figures show t h a t  of a l l  t e n a n t s  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  5 9 %  

3f b l a c k s  were c r o p p & r s  coropared to 2 5 %  of whites, 



T h e  n e t  e f f e c t  of t h i s  form of p r o d u c t i o n  was t h s  

a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  c o t t o n  a t  low p r i c e s  a n d  the r a a i n t e n a n c e  of h i g h  

ra tes  of  p r o f i t  f o r  b o t h  m e r c h a n t  and l a n d o w n e r ,  It  had t h e  

a d d e d  a d v a n t s g e  o f  r e m o v i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  r s p r o d u c i n j  

l a b o u r  f r o m  t h e  l a n i l o w n e r ,  

The s h a r e c r o p p i n g  system of p r o d u c t i o n  car, h; v i e w e d  t h e n  a s  

( I )  a p r o c e s s  c o n t a i n i n g  and e inbody ing  an i n c r e a s e d  

s u b o r d i n a t i o n  t a c a p i t a Z i s t  r e l a t i o n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  T h i s  was 

b r o u g h t  a b o u t  b y  its d e p a n d e n c e  on c a p i t a l i s t  m a r k e t s  a n d  t h r o u g h  

c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  c a p i t a l i s t  f o r a s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n .  

(2) a s  a p r o c e s s  c o n t a i n i n g  aspects of t h e  s l a v e  %ode of  

p r o d u c t i ~ n  I n  its o r q a n i s a t i o n  of ths l a b o u r  p r o c e s s  and ths 

a x t r a c t i o n  o f  s u r p l u s .  

C l e a r l y ,  s h s r e c r o p p i n g  is n o t  s l a v e r y ,  a s  u n d e r  s l a v e r y  

s u r p l u s  l a b o u r  a n d  n o t  s u r p l u s  p r o d u c t  i s  t h e  form of 

% x p r o p r i a t i o n ,  T h e  l a b o u r  p r o c E s s  t o o  i s  o r g a n i s e d  i n  v e r y  

d i f f e r e n t  wags, E q u a l l y  o b v i o u s ,  h o w e v e r ,  is  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a 

d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  3 m a n c i p a t i o n  d o e s  n o t  o b l i t e r a t e  a l l  a s p e c t s  of 

t h e  s l a v e  mode, g h a t  we f i n d ,  i n  s h o r t ,  i s  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  modes of p f o d u c  t i o n  c o n t a i n i n g  e f fec t s  o f  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  an& d i s s o f u t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  the d s p e n d e n c e  of 
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s o u t h e r n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n  on  c a p i t a l i s t  m a r k e t s ,  its 

status as a p a r t  of  the i n t 2 r n a t i o a a l  d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  and i t s  

c o n s e q u e n t  need  t o  c o m p s t e ,  b r o u g h t  i t  mora a n d  more u n d e r  th;. 

dominance of c a p i t a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s  t h u s  g i v i n g  r i se  t o  d i s s o l u t i o n  

~ f f e c t s ,  i.e., g i v i n g  r i se  t o  t h e  need  t o  r e o r q a n i s e  t h e  s o c i a l  

r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n .  A t  t h 3  same time, t h 2 s e  e f f e c t s  o r  

t e n d e n c i e s  c o u l d  be o p p o s e d ,  i f  t e m p o r a r i l  y, t h r o u g h  a 

c o n s e r v a t i s n  o f  s o c i a l .  r e l a t i o n s  of  p r o d u c t i o n  t h a t  d e r i v e d  f ram 

thz s l a v e  mode. ( S t e i n ,  1 9 7 4 ) .  

It is  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h i s  schemat i sa t ion  does 

n o t  s u g g e s t  a s t a t i c  economy i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  s t a t e s .  T h e  

d 2 v e l o p m e n t  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a c h i n e r y  and  of d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  i n  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  i n c r e a s i n q  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  

e x p a n s i o n  of i n d u s t r i a l  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  c i t i s s  a n d  t h e  

c o n c o m i t a n t  demand f o r  wage l a b o u ~ e r s  a re  c o n t e m p o r a r y  with t h l  

s h a r e c r o p p i n g  economy o u l i n e d  a b o v s .  I n d e e d  t h e  t r a a s f o r m t i o n  

of  t h e  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  economy i s  i n e x t r i c a b l y  related t o  t h e s e  

p r o c e s s e s ,  

From 7914 to 1923 t h e  Amarican economy e x p e r i e n c e d  a 

r s l a t i v e  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  g r o w t h .  T h e  d e p r e s s i o n  o f  the t h i r t i e s  

was a m a j o r  r e o r g a n i s i n g  force  which  g a v e  riss t o  i n c r e a s e d  s ta te?  

i n t e r v e n t i o n .  Dogd h a s  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  p r o s p e r i t y  of t h e  

t w e n t i e s  s h o u l d  be u ~ d e r s t o o d  a s  t h e  o u t c o ~ ~ "  of a d v a n c e s  i n  the 



msnopoly c a p i t a l  s e c t o r .  These i n c l u d e d  th=l i n c r e a s e d  

p r o d u c t i v i t y  b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by t e c h n o l o g i c a l  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  

v e r t i c a l  and  h o r i z o n t a l  i n t e q r a t i o n .  The non-monopof y s e c t o r ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  a r g u m e n t ,  p 2 r s i s t e d  i n  i ts a t t s m p t s  ko g a i n  

r e p r e s z n t a t i o n  a n d  p r o t e c t i o n  from monopo ly  d o m i n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  

a n t i - t r u s t  l a w s ,  e t c ,  E o n o p o l  y c a p i t a l  e x p e r i s i c e d  p a r t i c u l a r  

d i f  f i c u l t i a s  i n  t h e  h o u s i n g  a n d  a u t o m o b i l e  s e c t o r s ;  m a r k e t s  were 

n o t  e x p a n d i n g  a n d  r e a l  wages were i n c r e a s i n g  v e r y  s l o w l y *  

P r o d u c t i o n  was o b l i g e d  t o  s l a c k  o f f  i n  t h e  f a c o  o f  t h i s .  T h e  NPW 

D e a l  c o m p r i s e d  a series of i n t e r v e n t i o n s  by  t h e  s t a t e  i n t e n d e d  t o  

s t i a u l a t e  p r o d u c t i o n  t h r o u g h  m a r k e t  s u b s i d i e s  while p r o v i d i n g  

g a u r a n t e e d  p r i c e s  b u t  l i m i t s  o n  p r o d u c t i o n  Zor  farmers, { B o ~ d ,  

1974: 95 f f ) ,  

f iany black people a i g r a t e d  i n  t h e  i n t e r - g a r  p e r i o d  a n d  met 

with nzu  f o r m s  of  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  t h o  c i t i es ,  T h e  r o l n  of 

o r g a n i s i 3 d  l a b o u r  i n  t h i s  p r o c e s s  h a s  a l r ~ a d y  b e e n  o u t l i n e d  b u t  

t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  u n i o n s  n u s t  be e x p l a i n e d ,  i n  t h e  end, by t h e  

d i s p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  t h a t  is, b y  t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  

w o r k e r s  f rom t h e i r  m e a n s  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  AS r i i s p o s s e s s e r t  workers 

c o n t r o l  o n l y  t h e i r  own l a b o u r  power a n d  a r e  f o r c e d  t o  e x c h a n g e  

it a g a i n s t  a g a i n s t  c a p i t a l ,  c o m p e t i t i o n  d e v e l o p s  b e t w e e n  w o r k e r s  

in t h e  l a b o u r  market. T h e  a c c e n t u a t i o n  of d i v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  

l a b o u r  f o r c e  f a c i l i t a t e d  b o t h  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  d o m i n a n c d  o f  c a p i t a l  

3 v e r  l a b o u r  a n d  t h e  s e c t o r a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of ths l a b o u r  force. 
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T h u s ,  not o n l y  were blacks c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  non- luonopoly  

s e c t o r  where w a q e s  tended t o  be lower a n d  u n i o n s  less a c t i v e ,  h u t  

they wers o f t e n  e m p l o y e d  d e l i b e r a t e l y  b y  l a r g e  e m p l o y e r s  

(monopo ly  c a p i t a l )  t o  b r i n g  down t h e  o v e r a l l  wage r a t e ,  

{ S h e m a n ,  1970: Q O / Y S ) .  

~ e s i d e n t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  was m a i n t a i n e d  b y  the r e a l  e s t a t e  

m a r k z t  a n d  b y  t h r e a t  of p h y s i c a l  force. T h e  F.H.A. m a i n t a i n e d  a 

policy o f  f u n d i n g  b l a c k  h o u s i n g  p r o j e c t s  o n l y  if t h e y  

c o r r f t s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r a c i a l  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of p e o p l e  i n  t h e  

c i t y .  (She rman ,  1976: 2 8 ) .  

E d u c a t i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  s u p e r i o r  t o  f a c i l i t i e s  i n  t h e  S o u t h ,  was 

i n  e f f e c t ,  a n o t h e r  aeans of rep roduc ing  ths d i f f e r e n c e s  between 

t h e  black p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  t h o  l a r g e r  society. T h i s  was  made 

possible b y  t h e  ~ m e r i c a n  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  system a n d  t h e  

e l a b o r a t e  t r a c k i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  whereby t h e  minority population 

c o u l d  be c o n f i n e d  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  t r a i n i n g  a n d  s e t  of 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  { E d w a r d s ,  a t  a l , ,  1972: 232) . 

T h e  extent and p e r s i s t e n c e  of t h e s e  p r a c t i c e s  is i n d i c a t e d  

by  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  e n a c t m e n t  o f  c i v i l  r i g h t s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  

the a i d - n i n e  teen sixties, 
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T h e  p o r i o a  o f  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  t h z n ,  r e f e r s  t o  a p a r t i c u l a r  

p h a s e  t n  t h e  A m e r i c a n  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  c h a r a c t  erised h y  

p a r t i c u l a r  effects o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  d i s s o l u t i o n .  On t h e  o n 2  

h a n d ,  s o u t h e r n  a g r i c u l t u r e  m a i n t a i n e d  a fo rm of p r o d u c t i o n  

c h a r a c t e r  i s a d  b y  a p a r t i c u l a r  o r g a n i s a t i o n  of t h e  l a b o u r  p r o c e s s .  

This e n t a i l e d  t h e  d i s p o s s e s s i o n  o f  l a r g s  s s c t i o n s  o f  ths l a h o u r  

f o x 3  o f  t h e i r  B e a n s  of  p r o d u c t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l a n d .  T h e  

deve lopm; ln t  o f  a p e a s a n t  p r o p r i e t a r y  class of i n d e p e n d e n t  

commodi ty  p r o d u c e r s  ( i m p l i e d  i n  t h e  false p r o a i s e  of ' a  mule a n d  

f o r t y  a c r e s * )  was p r e v e n t e d  by t h e  r e t e n t i o n  of t h e  p o w e r s  of 

e c o n o m i c  o w n e r s h i p  and  p o s s e s s i o n  b y  t h e  p l a a t n f s  o r  l a rge  

l a n d o w n e r s ,  T h i s  had  t h a  effect  o f  c r e a t i n g  a new s o u r c 3  o f  f r ee  

(i. e. d i s p ~ s s ~ s ~ e d f  w o r k e r s  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  

B u t ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  the f a i l u r e  t o  d a v e f o p  a p e a s a n t  c lass ,  

3nd ths s h a r e c r o p p i n g  s y s t e m  i t s e l f ,  with its s t r a t a  o f  t s n a n t  

s t a t u s  a n a  its r a c i a l  d i v i s i o n s  was a n  o u t c o m e  of t h e  

a r t i c u l a t i o n  of s o u t h e r n  a g r i c u l t u r e  w i t h i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  

d o m i n a t e d  A ~ l e r i c a n  s o c i a l  f o r t a a t i o n .  1 t was t h i s  d e p e n d e n c e  o r  

s u b o r d i n a t i o n ,  a n d  n o t  a n p  * i n d e p e n d e n c e  ' of s o u t h e r n  

a g r i c u l k u r e ,  t h a t  g e n e r a t e d  s h a r e c r o p p i n g ,  I t  was the c o n t i n u e d  

s f f ec t s  o f  d i s s o l u t i o n  t h a t  lzd t o  i ts  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  p o s t  war 

p e r i o d ,  
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T h e  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  p h a s e  w i l l  d i f f e r  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

f r o m  t h a t  o f  t h e  p h a s e s  ~f s l a v e r y  and s h a r e c r o p p i n g .  T h i s  

difference d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a n y  a b a n d o n m e n t  of t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

f r a m e w o r k  b u t  a r i s e s  f r o m  a number  of s p e c i f i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s :  

( A )  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  p h a s e ,  the d i s s o l u t i o n  e f f e c t s  g e n e r a t e d  

by t h e  d e v d o p ~ e n t  o f  monopo ly  c a p i t a l  h a v e  e f f s c t i v e l y  

o b l i t e r a t e d  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  a s  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  l o c u s  of r a c i a l  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  T h e  a n a l y s i s  s h o u l d ,  t h e ~ 3 f o r e ,  p r o c e e d  t o  a n  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  b l a c k s  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e ,  

f o c u s s i n g  on t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of l a b o u r .  T h i s  h a s  bean done, a n d  

a p p r o p r i a t e  t a b l e s  h a v e  been a p p e n d e d  t o  t h i s  thesis, It is n o t ,  

however,  a f u l l  e l a b o r a t i o n  a s  t h e r e  a r e  t w o  o t h e r  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  

p r e s e n t  p h a s e  to w h i c h  t h i s  s e c t i o n  must a d d r s s s  i t s e l f .  

{B) T h e  first o f  t h , ? s s  a s p e c t s  c o n c e r n s  t h e  c o n t i n u e d  

r e l a t i v e  i m p o v e r i s h m e n t  of b l a c k s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  s p e c i f i c  

s p a t i a l ,  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  t h e i r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  u r b a n  c e n t r e s .  

B e c a u s e  o f  t h i s  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  t h e y  e x p e r i e n c e  p a r t i c u l a r  e f f e c t s  

of t h e  c o n t e m p o r a r y  u r b a n  crisis. { H i l l ,  1975., C a s t e l l s ,  1 9 7 6 ) .  

T h e  u r b a n  c r i s i s  is, of c o u r s e ,  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  c a p i t a l i s t  

p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  r 2 p r o d u c t i o n ;  i n d e e d ,  it c o n s t i t u t e s  a 

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  p r o b f s m s  i n  c a p i t a l i s t  r e p r o d u c t i o n .  B e c a u s e  



t h e  c i t y  i s  t h e  new l o c u s  of what a p p z a r  t o  b e  r a c i a l  

a n t a g o n i s m s ,  i t  is  a p p r o p r i a t e  h e r e  t o  a t t a m p t  t o  s i t u a t e  t h e  

b l a c k  q h e t t o  a n d  t h e  relations r e f l e c t e d  b y  t h e  q h e t t o  within the 

c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  d y n a m i c  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  u r b a n i s m ,  

(C) B e c a u s e  m a i n s t r a a m  a n d  n a t i o n a l i s t  v r i t e r s  h a v e  

2 m p h a s i s e d  a t t i t u d e s  and  b e h a v i o u r  a s  c a u s a t i v e  f a c t o r s  i n  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a l s o  a t t e m p t s  t o  s i t u a t e  t h e  

u n d o u b t e d  e x i s t e n c e  of t h t s e  a t t i t u d c s s ,  n t c , ,  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of 

t h e  f o r e g o i n g  a n a l y s i s .  T o  do  t h i s ,  s o m e  r e c e n t  w o r k s  i n  

s o c i o l o q y  a n d  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  h a v e  b e e n  e m p l o y e d *  

T h i s  s e c t i o n  w i l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  d e a l  b r i s f l y  w i t h  the 

r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s u b o r d i n a r i o n  o f  black w o r k e r s  a n d  t h e  m a n n a r  

i n  w h i c h  t h i s  is s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  urban economy.  F i n a l l y ,  some 

p r o p o s i t i o n s  will be  made concerning t h e  r s l a t i o n s h i p  o f  

a t t i t u d + s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  a n a l y s i s .  

{A) R e p r o d u c t i o n  of b l a c k  L a b o u r  a n d  t h e  U r b a n  Economy. 

H i g h  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  o f  b l a c k  p e o p l e  i n  A m e r i c a n  c i t i e s  a n d  

e x c e p t i o n a l l y  h i q h  r a t e s  o f  unemploymen t  among them, a re  now 

n o r m a l  a s p e c t s  o f  u r b a n  c e n t r q s ,  S h a r e c r o p p i n g  h a s  e f f e c t i v e l y  

d i s a p p e a r e d ,  t h e  s o u t h  h a s  become m o r e  i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  a n d  

monopo ly  c a p i t a l  b a s  come t o  d o m i n a t e  t h e  ~ c o n o n i c  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  of  t h e  United States .  
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T o d d y  s s v e n t  y-on3 percent of: t h e  b l a c k  g o p u f a t i o n  
r es ides  i n  m e t r o p o Z i t a n  a reas  a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  
s i x t y - f o u r  percent of t h e  w h i t s  p o p u l a t i o n .  Tha 
c e n t r a l  c i t i es  o f  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a s  a r e  t h e  home 
f o r  more t h a n  one -ha l f  (58%)  3f t h s  n a t i o n ' s  blacks 
a s  c o m p a r e d  t o  o n e - f o u r t h  (28%) o f  w h i t e s .  B l a c k  
s u 5 u r b a n  i s a  t i o n  r e a a i z s  a t r i c k l e  cofi tpared to t h e  
t i d a l .  f l o w  o f  w h i t e s , , . ,  ( a ) n d  when i t  o c c u r s ,  
black s u b u r b a n i s a t i o n  r a r e l y  seems t o  e n t a i l  
a s u b u r b a n i s a t i o n  a s  a way o f  l i f e s  o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  
i n t e q x a t i o n  among b l a c k s  a n d  whites, (Hill, 1975:  
2 6 ) -  

C h a n g e s  i n  t h e  e a p l o y a e n t  a s  they e f f s c t  b l a c k s  may be 

s u m m a r i s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l c w i n g  inanner: Employmen t  g e n e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  

o p e r a t i v e s - l a b o u r e r s  sector  h a s  begun  t o  t a p e r  o f f  b u t  t h s  

demand f o r  s u c h  j o b s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n c r e a s e ,  A l t h o u g h  there  h a s  

b e e n  a decline in t h e  number of  p e o p l e  employed i n  d o m o s t i c  

s z r v i c e ,  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  of b l a c k  women h a v a  h a v e  b e e n  i n c o r p o r a t e d  

i n t o  t h e  lower eche lons  of c l e r i c a l  l a b o u r .  B r a v e r m a n  poses  the 

problem a s  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  of a sexual d i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r  a v e r  a 

s e c t o r a l  o r  s o c i a l  d i v i s i o n :  

ta h a t  h a s  b e e n  h a p p e n i n g  is.. , . a n  i n c r e a s i n q  mass of 
r e l a t i v e  s u r p l u s  p o p u l a t i o n  w h i c h  t a k t s  p l a c e  by 
way of a market f a p u f s i o n  of a a l e  l a b o u r  and  an  
a t t r a c t i o n  of female l a b o u r ,  130th o n  a v e r y  g rea t  
s c a f  e ,  (Bra v e r m a n ,  1974: 392) . 

Educational s t r e a a i n g ,  access t o  c r e d i t  a n d  t o  h o u s i n g  a l l  

m i t i g a t e  a g a i n s t  t h e  b l a c k  male i n  h i s  a t t 2 m p t s  t o  c o n p e t ?  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  m a r k e t .  ~ n c r e a s i n g l y  t h e y  become 

por%ers  ant3 j a n i t o r s  o r  ' d r o p  o u t *  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c o .  T h e  

p r o b l e m ,  q u i t e  s i m p l y ,  i s  t h a t  t h e  jobs ara  n o t  t h e r e ,  Th" b l a c k  
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worker h a s  b e e n  m a r g i n a ' i i s e d  b y  c a p i t a l i s t  e x p a n s i o n .  Tha s x p o r t  

~f l a b ~ u r  i n t e n s i v e  [ a n d  c a p i t a l  i n t e n s i v e )  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  T a i w a n ,  

H e x i c o  and S o u t h  K o r e a  t o  a v a i l  of c h e a p  l a b o u r ,  a n d  the e x p o r t  

of  i n d u s t r y  t o  E u r o p e  t o  c u t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t s  h a v e  r e s u l t e d  

i n  t h e  c u r t a i l i n g  of  s u c h  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the U.S .A .  a n d ,  o f  

course, thsse a r e  p r i s c i s t i y  t h e  a r e a s  in w h i c h  o p e r a t i v e  a n c  

l a b o u r e r  employm+c t  a re  made a v a i l a b l e ,  {Leroy,  1 9 6 8 ) .  

B a i l e y  f 1973)  a n d  Perlo (1975)  h a v e  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  h i g h  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of b l a c k s  

i n  Lou i n c o m e  s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  work f o r c e ,  t h e  slower r a t e  of 

p r o m a t i o n  f o r  b l a c k s  i n  a g i v e n  a g e  c o h ~ r t ,  t h e  i n c r z a s e  i n  

d o l l a r  qap  d i f f s r e n c e  b e t w e e n  b l a c k s  a n d  w h i t e s  i n  a g i v e n  a q s  

c o h o r t  over  s e v e r a l  decades a n d  t h e  p e r s i s t e n c e  o f  th+ r a t i o  o f  

black t o  white unemplopm?nt .  This r a t i o  h a s  i n  f a c t  i n c r e a s e d  

f r o m  1 .6  i n  1949 t o  1.8 i n  1970. (Sea  a p p e n d i x ) .  

T h e  p r o c e s s a s  o f  i u a i n t a i n i n g  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  is c a u g h t  

u p  in Itgal and  i l l e g a l  p s o c e d u r e s  i n  e a p l o y m s n t  a n d  p r o ~ o t i o n  

p r 3 c t i c a s ,  b u t  also, and  f u n d a m e n t a l l y ,  i n  t h e  o v e r a l l .  p r a c e s s  of 

t h e  s ec to r a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  l a b o u r .  T h i s  i n v o l v e s  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  

o f  s o c i a l  b a c k g r o u n d  i n c l u d i n g  e d u c a t i o n a l  opportunities a n d  

t r a i n i n g  a n d  t h e  effects  o f  t h e  g h e t t o  s o c i a l i s a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  f n  

- thp e n d l  h o w e v e r ,  the p l a c e s  a r e  simply not  t h e r e  i n  t h e  labour 

m a r k e t  a n d  s o  t h e  p r o b l e m  p e r s i s t s .  
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I n  t h i s  way, t h e  g h e t t o  c a n  b~ s e e n  b o t h  a s  a s p a t i a l  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o r  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  o f  b l ack  w o r k e r s  w i t h i n  t h e  

f a b o u s  f o r c e ,  and a s  a spatial c o n d e n s a t i o n  o f  r e l a t i o n s  of 

s u b o r d i n a t i o n  t h a t  t e n d s  t o  r e p r o d u c e  t h z s a  r d l a t i o n s 4  MOreo'Jef, 

a s  a s p a t i a l  e n t i t y ,  i t  e x p e r i e n c e s  p a r t i c u l a r  e f f e c t s  of t h e  

u r b a n  crisis. 

But t h e  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  s u r p l u s  v a l u e  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  o f  p r o f i t a b i l i t y ,  w i t h i  r! 
a s t a t e  s t r u c t u r g  c h a r a c t e r i s z d  b y  f e d e r a l i s m  a n d  a 
f r a g m e n t e d  s y s t e m  of l o c a l  g o v e r n s e n t s ,  h a s  m e a n t  
t h e  d i v o r c s  o f  t a x  b a s e  front  s o c i a l  n e e d s ,  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  t h r o u g h  f i s c a l  m e r c a n t i l i s m  a n d  f i s c a l  
crisis i n  a g e i n g  c e n t r a l  c i t i a s .  ( H i l l ,  1975: 
1 4 ) .  

T h s s e  a s p e c t s  of t h s  u r b a n  economy h a v e  a c c a n t u a t s d  t h e  

d i s a f f e c t i o n  of black people .  Some b l a c k  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  have 

s U ~ c ? ~ s f u l l y  c o n f r o n t a d  ths p o l i t i c a l  systclm a n d  t a k e n  c o n t r o l  of 

c i t y  h a l l .  f t  r e m a i c s  t o  he  s e e n  how much c a n  b e  a c h i e v e d  b y  

t h i s  h a n d f u l  of a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s .  T h e r e  seam t o  be little r e a s o n  

t o  hope f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  r e i n v i g o r a t i o n  of  u r b a n  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t y  

a s  t h e  u r b a n  c e n t r e s  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  form of a c c u m u l a t i o n  

t h a t  d e v ? l o p s  a n d  t h e  m a n n e r  i n  which  the c i t i l s  axe a r t i c u l a t e d  

$0 t h a t  p r o c e s s .  T h e  political r e p r e s e n t a t i v d s  o f  t h e  

i m p o v e r i s h e d  a n d  i n e f f i c i e n t  ~e t r o p o l i t a n  c e n t r e s  have l i t t l e  

i n p u t  t o  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  of  e c o n o m i c  p o l i c y  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l evel .  

(Allen, 1969)  , 



T h i s  b l a c k  s t r u g g l e  c o n s t i t u t e s  on+ i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t  of th? 

p r e s s n t  u r b a n  c r i s i s ,  ( C a s t e l l  s, 1975: 15).  S o c i a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  

a n d  i n v t s t n e n t  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  welfars a n d  p o l i c i n g  cos t s  o n  t h e  

o n a  hand ,  a n d  m k s - w o r k  p r o g r a m m e s  a n d  i n d u c e m ? n t s  t o  i n d u s t r y  on 

t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  a r e  t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  a t t e m p t s  a f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  s t a v e  

off d i s c o n t s n t  i n  t h o  i n n e r  c i t y .  T h i s  d i s c o i i t e n t  ~ O S ' T ? S  a 

c o n t i n u e d  t h r e a t  t o  th4 f i x e d  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t e d  i n  t h a  c i t y  

c e n t r e .  But  t h t s e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  t h e m s e l v e s  r e p r e s e n t  o t h e r  

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  u r b a n  cr isis .  T h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  the 

~ a i n t e n a n c s  o f  t h e  p o o r  a n d  u n e m p l o y e d  fa1 1s d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  

o n  t h e  a l r e a d y  o v e r b u r d e n e d  r e v e n u e s  o f  l oca l  g o v e r n m e n t s .  The  

r e g r a s s i v c ?  n a t u r a  o f  the t a x  b a s i s  of l o c a l  g o v e r n m s n t s  ( p r o p e r t y  

t a x e s  rath9-1:  t h a n  i n c n n e  t a x e s )  l e a d s  t o  a c o n t i n u a l l y  

d i m i n i s h i n g  t a x  b a s e  a n d  c o n s a q u e n t l y  r e d u c e s  t h e  e f fec t iveness  

of a t t e m p t s  t o  e r a d i c a t e  p o v e r t y .  

I n  t h i s  way, s o c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t ? ~  n o t  o n l y  

d i f f e r e n t i a l  i n c o r p o r a  t i a n  o f  b l a c k  w o r k e r s  i n t o  t h e  l a b o u r  force 

a n d  t h +  s p a t i a l  s x p r e s s i o n  of t h e i r  s u b o r d i n a t e  p o s i t i o n  t h r o u q h  

t h e  g h e t t o ,  b u t  f u r t h e r ,  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  effects of t h e  u r b a n  

c r i s i s  o n  b l a c k  g h e t t o  d u e l l e r s .  This has t h e  e f fec t  o f  

p e r p e t u a t i n g  a n d  a c c e n t u a t i n q  r a c i a l  d i v i s i o n  a n d  g e n e r a t e s  t h e  

n a t i o n a l i s t  w i s h  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  s e p a r a t i o n  and  c o n t r o l .  



T h e  c i v i l  r i q h t s  mavemenk s o u g h t  d e m o c r a t i s a t i o n  o f  ths 

l a b o u r  m a r k e t  t h r o u g h  e d u c a t i o n ,  h o u s l n q  c r e d i t  a n d  e q u a l  

employrnsn t  p r a c t i c e s .  B n y  formal s u c c e s s  made l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  

t o  t h e  m a t ~ r i a l  p r o b l e m s  of  t h e  u n e m p l o y e d  a n d  i t  was t h i s  i n  

p a r t ,  t h a t  l e d  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of u r b a n  b a s e d  b l a c k  

n a t i o n 3 l i s t  ~ o v e m e n t s ,  

ft i s  on  w i s h e s ,  desires, b e h a v i o u r  a t t i t u d e s  etc. t h a t  

such o f  t h e  m a t e r i a l  reviewed i n  t h e  p r ~ c e i i i n g  c h a p t e r s  b a s e d  i t s  

a n a l y s e s .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  c o n c l u d e s ,  t h z r e f o r s  w i t h  a n  a t t a m p t  t o  

indicate how t h e  u n d o u b t e d  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h  a t t i t u d e s ,  

b e h a v i o u r ,  etc,, c a n  be  s i t u a t e d  i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o u t l i n e d  a b o v e ,  

This i s  bes t  a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  w o r k s  o f  R e x  (1973)  a n d  Gutmann 

( 1 9 7 7 ) .  

f B )  A t t i t u d 9 s  an3 t h e  Social F o r m a t i o n ,  

Rex poses  t h e  p r o b l a m  o f  e x p l a i n i n g  why d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s e  

whsn people from c o l o n i a l  e c o n o m i a s  a n d ,  more 
qeneraliy, b l a c k  p e o p l e  f i n d  t h s i r  way t o  t h e  
c i t i e s  of m e t r o p o l i t a n  c o u n t r i e s ,  and ssek t o  en te r  
t h e  roles of  i n d u s t r i a l  w o r k e r  a n d  c i t i z e n  which 
a re  a v a i l a b l e  t o  then. (Rex, 1973: 87) .  

H e  a d d e d  t h a t  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  s t r ~ t c h  h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  

f r a m e w o r k  t o o  f a r  if h a  i n c l u d e d  



p r o b l e r n s  ,. , (which arose)  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t=?s ,  
when t h e  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  necjro s l a v e s ,  who worked  
o r i g i n a l l y  on s o u t h e r n  p l a n t a t i c n s ,  h a v e  s e t t l s d  i n  
'the N o r t h '  a n d  i n  t h e  u r b a n  economy and  s o c i e t y ,  
(I b i d )  

i n  R e x ' s  a i i a i y s i s ,  the 'normail s u s p i c i o n  w i t h  ~ h i c h  

immiqran i t  g r o u p s  a r e  r e c e i v e d  is e x a c e r b a t e d  b y  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  

of  t h e  b l a c k  i m m i g r a n t  with i 3 f e r i o r i t y .  T h i s  p e c u l i a r i t y  h e  

a t t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  c o l o n i s a t i o n  wars i n  which  most a d v a n c e d  

c a p i t a l i s t  c o u c t r i e s  h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d .  B e c a u s e  b l a c k  

i m m i g r a n t s  n o r m a l l y  a r r i v e  i n  a  s t a t e  of p o v e r t y  t h e y  f i n d  

e m p l o y m e n t  f i r s t  i n  m a r g i n a l ,  o f t e n  m e n i a l  and  i ~ v a r i a b l y  

v u l n c i r a b f  e p o s i t i o n s .  T h i s  h a s  t h e  e f fec t  of r e i n f o r c i n g  

p r e j u d i c i a l  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r  b y  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  who a r a  

c o n c e r n e d  n o t  w i t h  c l a ss  s e p a r a t i o n  o r  i n c o m e  d i f f e r e n t i a l s  b u t  

w i t h  s t a t u s .  T h i s  s t a t u s  is the b a s i s  o f  t h e  s h a r e d  b e l i e f s  h e l d  

by t h e  v a r i o u s  s t r a t a  of t h e  h o s t  s o c i a t y .  Status 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  by i m p l i c a t i o n ,  is a f o r m  o f  9 x p r e s s i n j  t h z  f e a r  

fa r  j o b  s e c u r i t y  gecersted b y  i n c r e a s e d  l a b o u r  s u p p l y .  

T h e  i m m i g r a n t  g r o u p  n e c e s s a r i l y  r e s p o n d s  b y  m a i n t a i n i n g  a 

s o c i a l  i n t e g r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  s p a t i a l  i n t e g r i t y  o f  the g h e t t o .  The  

i ~ m i g r a n t t s  a re  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  g h e t t o s  b y  the? c o s t  a n d  s u p p l y  

s t r u c t u r t ;  of h o u s i n g  a n d  t h s  l o c a t i o n  of j o b s  a v a i l a b l e .  As j o b  

l o c a t i n n  a n d  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  h o u s i n g  m a r k ~ t  are r e l a t e d ,  t h e  g h e t t o  

c a n .  be s a i d  t o  a r i s e  f r o m  t h e  m u l t i - f a c e t s d  r a l a t i o n s  b s t a e e n  t h e  

t w o  q r o u p s ,  D i s c r i m i n a t o r y  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  s u p p o r t  t h e  



f o r m a l i s a t i o n  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  h o u s i n g ,  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  

welfare. Rex i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  a r e  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  

' u n e v e n  e c o n o m i c  a n d  s o c i a l  d e v e l o p a e n t  i n  t h e  a d v a n c e d  

c o u n t r i e s .  ' (Rex ,  1973: 82) . 

V i e w i n g  e v e r y d a y  d i c r i m i n a t o r y  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  a s  

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  c u l t u r a l  l i f e  o f  ti12 community, ~ u t t r n a n  p r o v l d s s  a  

u s e f u l  m e a n s  of r e l a t i n g  them to  t h e  o v e r a l l  s c o n o m i c  f rareework.  

R e f e r r i n g  t o  r e c e n t  work i n  S o c i o l o g y  a n d  a n t h r o p o l o g y  Gu t tman  

f i n d s  

i n  c u l t u r e  a a k i n d  of resourcs* a n d  i r  society ' a  
k i n d  of a r e n a t ,  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  b e i n g  b e t w e e n  s e t s  
o f  h i s t c r i c a l l y  a v a i l a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  o r  forms on  
t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  a n d  t h e  s o c i e t a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  o r  
s e t t i n g s  w i t h i n  w h i c h  these f o r m s  may ba e m p l o y e d  
o n  t h e  o t h e r .  c u l t u r e  is  u s e d  a n d  a n y  a n a l y s i s  o f  
i ts  u s e  i m m e d i a t a l y  b r i n g s  i n t o  v i z w  th? 
a r r a n g e m e n t s  of p e r s o n s  i n  s o c i e t a l  g r o u p s  f o r  whore 
c u l t u r a l  f o r m  c c n f i r m ,  r e i n f o r c e ,  m a i n t a i n ,  
change,  o r  d e n y  p a r t i c u l a r  a r r a n g e m e n t s  of s t a t u s ,  
p o w e r  a n d  i d e n t i t y .  (Gu t t inan ,  1977: 1 6 ) .  

A w i d e  r a n g e  o f  * u s e s *  f o r  c u l t u r e  is  of c o u r s e  p o s s i b l e  a n d  

i t  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  a p p l y  t h i s  p r a p o s i t i o n  t o  s u c h  a b r o a d  i s s u o  

a s  A m e r i c a n  raca r e i a t i o n s .  However ,  s3me f u r t h e r  c o m m e n t s  c a n  

bt3 o f f e r e d ,  

It. is r e a s o n a b l e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  e x c ~ p t  i n  p e r i o d s  o f  

t r a n s i t i o n  f r o m  t h e  d o m i n a n c e  o f  o n e  mods of p r o d u c t i ~ n  t o  

a n o t h e r ,  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r a l  r e s p o n s e  is n o t  o n l y  c o n f i n 2 d  b u t  a l s o  
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s t r u c t u r l d  a n d  f o r m e d  by ' a r r a n g e m e n t s  . . . o f  p o w e r ,  ' T h a t  is, 

w h e r e a s  o t h e r  c u l t u r a l  r e s p o n s e s  a r e  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e y  may n o t  b e  

t o 1  e r a t e d ,  {One t h i n k s  o f  t h e  p o p u l i s t  movemlnt ,  t h e  Communi s t  

P a r t y  a n d  the B l a c k  P a n t h e r s ) .  

Racist  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  b e h a v i o u r ,  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a c u l t u r a l  o r  

s s e r y d a y  r e spons - l - ,  d e r i v e  f r o m  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  

r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  The l a r g e r  s o c i e t y ,  t h e  p e o p l e  who 

o c c u p y  p l a c e s  i n  the A m e r i c a n  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  d o  n o t  

s p o n t a n e o u s f  y d e c i d e  t o  d i s c r i m i n a t e ,  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a r i s e s  f r o m  

m a t e r i a l  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h i n  the s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n .  Two 

a s p e c t s  c a n  b e  i d e n t i f i e d :  

fa )  D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  arises a n d  i s  t ~ a i n t a i n e d  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  

existence of  a material  b a s i s  f o r  d i s c r i m i n a r i o n ,  T h i s  b a s i s  

a r i s e s  f r o m  a c o n t e x t  w h i c h  g i v e s  t h e  r e a l  o r  mater ia l  

e f f e c t  t o  t h e  a t t i t u d e s  t h e m s e l v s s .  I n  other w o r d s ,  it d z r i v e s  

from a c o n t e x t  w h i c h  a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  @ u s e 8  of d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  a s  a 

r e s p o n s e .  S u c h  a b a s i s  i n  a c a p i t a l i s t  d o m i n a t e d  f o r m a t i o n  

i n c l u d e s  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  ziarket a n d  t h s  

h i t 3 r a r c h y ,  3r r a n g e  of a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i a l  relations of 

p r ~ d u c t i o ~ .  B o t h  o f  t h e s e  d s r i v e  f r o m  t h e  d i s p o s s e s s i o r !  of  thtl? 

d i r e c t  p r o d u c e r s .  



[b)  T h 9  p a r t i c u l a r  fo rm o f  t h e  discrimination d a r l v e s  from 

t h e  s r t i c u l a t i o n  of s p c i f i c  modes  t h a t  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  s o c i a l  

f o r m a t i o n .  

T h u s  Araericar: r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  is a n  e f f e c t  o f  the / 

n r t i c u l a t i o n  of the s l a v e  mod? to  the c a p i t a l i s t  mode of 

p r o d u c t i o n ,  a n d  t h 5  p a r t i c u l a r  Cora t a k e n  b y  t h e  subsequent 

d e v e l o p m s n t  o f  that a r t i c u l a t i o n .  I n  t h e  p r e s e n t  p h a s d ,  t h ?  

?ffects o f  t h i s  a r t i c u l a t i o n  a r e  seen i n  the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of 

b l a c k s  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e ,  A l t h o u g h  a s e r i e s  o f  r e s p o n s 2 s  is  i n  

a p r o c e s s  o f  c o n s t a n t  f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e y  a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  s u p p r e s s e d  

in one way o r  a n o t h e r .  

R a c i a l  d i s c r i a i n a t i o n  is  not a b a s i c  i n v a r i a n t  e l e m s n t  of - - -- 

t h e  Arae r i can  s o c i a l  f o r i n a t i o n ;  i t  i s  v i e w e d  a s  a f o r m  o r  a s p e c t  -- -- 

of- _t.he--rela+ions of d a ~ i n a n c e  a n d  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  g e n e r a t e d  b y  a 
/- 

s p e c i f i c  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of labour, a l b e i t  u n e m p l o y e d  - .  l a b o u r .  T h e  

f o r m s  o f  t h i s  r e p r o d u c t i o n  ref lect  c h a n g e s  i n  the r e l a t i o n s  o f  

p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  i n  the l a b o u r  p r c c e s s  itsslf. 

F i n a l l y ,  none  o f  tho a b o v e  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  s u g g e s t  a 

* c o n s p i r a c y  t h e o r y ' ,  I t  @ * r e l y  i n s i s t s  t h a t  c a p i t a l  w i l l  __-___ _ -____I_I---- -- ---- -- - 
c o n t i n u a l l y  a t t e m p t  t o  determfqe the c o n d i t i o n s  o f  i ts  own -- - -- -- - --- 

" - - ---  - -  - - - _ _ ^ _  --_nu 

r e p r o d u c t i o n .  
/- 



R e f u r s  p r o c e e d i n g  to t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  a n d  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  t h i s  

t h 2 s i . s  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  schema c a n  be  s u m m a r i s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

manne r .  

A ,  T h e  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t  of t h e  p r o b l e m  rbthy d o e s  r a c i a l  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  p a r s i s t ? '  i s  s u b s u m e d  u n d e r  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  s o c i a l  

f o r m a t i o n ,   his refers  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  s p a t i a l  u n i q u e n e s s  

of t h e  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  modes  o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  classes a n d  f o r c e s  d e r i v i n g  f r o m  t h e s e  modes,  and t h e  

p a r t i c u l a r  d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i c h  t htse r e l a t i o n s  u n d e r g o .  

B,  The  a b s t r a c t  c o n c e p t  'mode o f  p r o d u c t i o n '  r3fers t o  t h e  

o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  forces, I n  the c a p i t a l i s t  mods,  

one  c l a s s  t h e  b o u r q e o i s i e ,  o w n s  t h e  a s a n s  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  

employs theta t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  v a l u e  of c a p i t a l  a d s a n c e d .  u o r k i n q  

p a o p l e  sall f a b o u r  p o w e r  t o  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i s  a n d  havz m i n i m a l  

c o n t r o l  a v e r  t h e  l a b o u r  p r o c e s s  o r  t h e  f i n a l  p r o d u c t ,  S u c h  

c o n t r o l  r e s i d e s  i n  the h a n d s  o f  t h e  b o u r g s o i s i z .  T h e  n e e d  t o  

s x p a n d  causes t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s  i n  the f a b o u r  f o r c e  r 2 q u i r ~ m e n t s  of  

c a p i t a l .  f n  o r d e r  t o  f i t  t h o  e v e r  more  c o m p l e x  s o c i a l  a n d  

t e c h n i c a l  a i v i s i o n  of l a b o u r ,  l a b o u r  p o w e r  is r e p r o d u c e d ,  

t e c h n i c i a n s ,  m a n a g e r s ,  s u p e r v i s b r s ,  ~LLerical w o r k e r s  a n d  s o  o n  , 

e a c h  o c c u p y i n g  a s p e c i f i c  p l a c e  i n  t h e  e c o n o m i c ,  p o l i t i c a l  and 

i d e o l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n ,  
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C, T h 9  e x p 3 n s i o n a r y  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  mode o f  

p r o d u c t i o n  i s  t h e  b a s i s  o f  its d o m i n a t i o n  of the ~ m e r i c a n  s o c i a l  

f o r m a t i o n ,  The m a n n e r  o f  i ts a r t i c u l a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s l a v e  moda, 

a n d  the s u b s e q u e n t  d s v e l o p m e n t  of c lasses  and d i v i s i o n s  among the 

l a b o u r  f o r c e  a r e  t h e  t e r r a i n  f o r  a n y  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  p a r s i s t e n c e  

o f  r a c i s ~ a  o r  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b e y o n d  s l a v 2 r y .  

D. T h e  p t r i o d i s a t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y ,  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  a n d  f u l l  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  w a g e - e a r n i n g  work  force is 

b a s e d  o n  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  d o w i n a t i o n  o f  the c a p i t a l i s t  mode a s  

f o r c e s  of c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  d i s s o i u t i o n  o p e r a t e .  

E, C o n s i d e r i n g  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i u n  a s  a  s e t  o f  p r a c t i c e s  

w i t h  mater ia l  c o n s e q u e n c i z s ,  i t  is t o  be f o u n d  i n  t h a  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
- -- - -. 

o f  b l a c k s  i n  t h e  l a  ' incorn2 l e v a i s ,  a n d  h o u s i n g  

y. These d i f f e r e n c e s  a r a  clearly r s l a - t e d  t o  t h s  
i 

e x i s t e n c e  
_"- ----- 

C a p i t a l  a n d  the s t a t e  m a n i p u l a t e  t h e  d i v i s i o n s  g e n e r a t e d  h g  o t h e r  

modes o f  p r o d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  s u p p l y  of 

l a b o u r .  T h i s  s t r a t i f i c a t i o n  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  

s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  p r o c e s s .  T h e  

a p p a r e n t  a c q u i e s c e n c e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  a t  l a r g e  is a s t r u c t u r e d  

r e s p o n s e  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  thsy t o o  o c c u p y  p l a c e s  i n  t h e  c o m p l e x  

o f  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  
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F. BGcause  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  c a n  o n l y  ba s t u d i e d  i f  i t  
-- -- - -- -- - -- -- - - - -- 

t a k e s  t h e  f o r m  o f  m a t e r i a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  t h e  p a r p o t u a t i o n  of 
r- 
__-----lll-.""l- - " 

p r a c t i c e s  m u s t  b e  e x p l a i n e d  by a s t u d y  o f  t h e  m a n n e r  o f  t h e  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n  0 2  b l a c k s  i n t o  t h ~  l a b o u r  f o r c e ,  t h e  c h a n g e s  

w r o u g h t  b y  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  t h e  ~ a r g i n a l i s a t i o n  o f  

l a r g e  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  b l a c k  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  

o f  c s p i t a l  o v e r  l a b o u r  a n d  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e d  s e c t o f a l  - - - -  - -" 
r e p r o d u c t i o n  of l a b o u r  t h a t  i n  t h i s  f o r m  is  s p e c i f i c  t o  t h e  

* % 
- - " -  - - - . "  

e ,---"--* - -- -- 
A m e r i c a n  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n .  It m a i n t a i n s  the s x t o r a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  

__-- ---- --- --  . _ _ ____I 

l a b o u r  and i n h i b i t s  ' m o b i l i t y * .  F u r t h 2 r ,  i t  s e r v e s  t h e  p u r p o s e  

o f  maintaining t h e  p o o r  a n d  u n e m p l o y e d  , More r e c e n t l y  it. h a s  
,----- ...--- -- - -.- 

f u n c t i o n e d  a s  t h e  l o c u s  a f  t e r n a t e  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  d o m i n a n c e  of 

c s p i t a l .  B l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s m  is i n  form, a n d  o f t e n  d e f i n e s  i t s e l f  

a s ,  r a c i a l l y  s e p a r a t i s t ,  I n  e f f e c t ,  h o w e v e r ,  the p r a c t i c e s  o f  

th3se g r o u p s  c o n s t i t u t e  a s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  d o m i n a t i o n  o f  

c a p i t a l .  

H. A t t i t u d e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  c a r r y  o v e r  f r o m  p r e v i o u s  f o r u t s  

a n d  modes  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  a n d  b ~ c o m s  p a r t  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  s e t  of 

r e s p o n s e s  t o  new f o r m s  a n d  modes,  T h e  a t t i t u d e s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  

h o u s v e r ,  c a n  o n l y  t a k e  o n  a  w e a n i n g ,  a s o c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  i f  

t h e  new f o r m  or mcde of p r o d u c t i o n  c o n t a i n s  a s o t  of r s l a t i ~ n s  to 

w h i c h  s u c h  a t t i t u d ~ s  e tc ,  m i g h t  c o r r e s p o n d .  T h i s  is q u i t s  a 
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d i f f s r a n t  p ropos i t i o r i  from t h a t  which s u q q e s t s  t h a t  a t t i t u d e s  

a lone  h a v e  p e r s i s t e d  beyond t h e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  which 

g e n e r a t e d  them,  T h e  argument h e r e  is t h a t  new m a t e r i a l  

conditions emerge which adapt  prev ious  d i v i s i o n s  i n  conformity  

with t h e i r  own p a r t i c u l a r  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  thereby g i v e  t h e m  new 

s o c i a l  meaning and  f o m .  



Two q u e s t i o n s  Herd p o s e d  i n  t h i s  thesis: t ~ h y  a n d  how d o 3 s  

t h e  r e l a t i v e  d e p r i v a  t i a n  a n d  s p a t i a l  s e g r e g a t i o n  of b l a c k  

A m e r i c l n s  p e r s i s t ? ,  a n d ,  i n  w h a t  inanner  is t h i s  d i s c r i m i n a t i o i l  

r e l a t e d  t o  A a e r i c a n  soci-.ty a s  a waofe? T h e s e  q u s s t i o n s  h a v z  

been  the f o c u s  of much a t t e n t i o n .  

ft was  d e c i d e d  t h a t  a c r i t i c a l  r e v i e w  o f  e x i s t i n g  literature 

w o u l d  b e  the? most a p p r o p r i a t e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  p r o b l e m .  Two 

c a t e g o r i e s  were i d a n  t i f  red i n  t h e  l i t 2 r a t u r e ;  ' m a i n s t r e a i a *  a n d  

bf  a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t '  p e r s p e c t i v e s ,  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e o r e t i c a l  

w r i t i n g s ,  a n  effort was made t o  i n d i c a t ?  the n a t u r e  and  

i n a d e q u a c i e s  of v a r i o u s  f o r m s  of  b l a c k  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i s a  t i o n .  

P l o r e o v s r ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  weft3 t r e a t e d  i n d i v i . d u a l l y ,  a n d  

i n  o r d e r  of  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  i t  was p o s s i b l e  t o  

s i t u a t e  t h e  t h e o r i e s  i n  their r e s p e c t i v e  s o c i a l  c o n t 2 x t s .  T h i s  

form of r e v i e w  r e v e a l e d  a majaf a n d  g e n e r a l  p r o b l e m  i n  t h a  

l i t e r a t u r e :  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  of  many o f  t h e  analyses t o  r e l a t e  t h e  

s p e c 2 f i c  p r o b l e ~  of r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n 2 t i o n  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i a l  

who le .  V a r i o u s  a t t e m p t s  t o  make  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  t e n d e d  e i t h e r  t o  

b e  s p e c i f i c  t o  one s t a g e  i n  t h e  d e v e f o p n e n t  o f  race r e l a t i o n s  and 

t h e r e f o r e  F n c a p a b f e  o f  d e a l i n g  w i t h  h i s t o r i c a l  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  

f@rm o f  the p r o b l e m ,  o r ,  t o  5 x p i a i n  s o c - i a f  p roces se s  by a t t i t u d e s  

a n d  b e h a v i o u r .  



fn o r d e r  t o  d t v e l a p  a more c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t h e o r e t i c a l  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  A n e r i c a n  race r e l a t i o n s ,  s e v e r a l  c o n c e p t s  were 

d e v e l o p e d  a n d  a p e r i o d i s a t i o n  o f  s l a v e r y ,  s h a r e c r o p p i n g  a n d  b l a c k  

u r b a n  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  w a s  p r o v i d a d .  F i n a l  l y ,  s D m e  s u g g e s t i o n s  

c o n c e r n i n g  a t t i t u d e s  and b e h a v i o u r  and t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  the 

t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w o r k  wrr& made, Here, thcl w o r k  o f  Hex was 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l ,  

O h ~ i o u s l p r ,  t h o r e  a r s  s eva ra l  i n a d e q u a c i e s  a n d  p r o b l e ~ s  i n  

t h e  t h e s i s  a n d  i t  is a s  well t o  i n d i c a t e  t h s  more i m p o r t a n t  of  

t h e s e  hers, 

( A )  T h e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e v i s w e d  b y  n o  m e a n s  s x h a u s t e d  t h e  

r e l e v a n t  m a t e r i a l .  T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  t e x t s  c h o s e n  were 

American and r e l a t i v e l y  f ami l i a r  t o  g + o y r a p h i c  a n a l y s i s .  A 

t h o r o u g h  r e v i e w  of o t h e r  r a l a t e d  ~ a t s r i a l  may p r o v i d e  v a l u a b l e  

i n s i g h t s .  

(B) U r b a n  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t r e s  a r z  n o u  c l e a r l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  

the l o c i  sf r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  A more c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n a l y s i s  

o f  t h u  p r e s e n t  p h a s e  than t h a t  p r o v i d e d  a b o v e  is n e c e s s a r y .  T h i s  

w i l l  e n t a i l  t h e  u s e  o f  concepts s u c h  a s  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  of 

1 a b o u r  a n d  t h e  c h a n q i n q  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l .  T h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

b e t  wean c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c s s  and  t h s  r z p r o d u c t i o n  o f  l a b o u r  s h o u l d  

a l s o  b s  f u r t h e r  s x p l o r e d .  
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( C )  I t  is i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  ma te r i a l  c o n c e r n i n g  t h z  

s t a t u s  of b l a c k  A m e r i c a c s  a s  a n a t i o n a l  m i n o r i t y  w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  

r L g h t s  of  p o l i t i c a l  s e c e s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  t r 2 a t e d  i n  a most c u r s o r y  

f a s h i o n .  A revi?w o f  s u c h  m a t e r i a l  is b e y o n d  t h e  s c o p r  o f  t h i s  

thesis. 

D e s p i t e  t h e s e  i n a d e q u a c i e s ,  h o w e v J r ,  t h e  f o r e g o i n q  c h s p t s r s  

a l l o w  t h e  c o n c l u s i c n  t h a t  r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  t h ?  U n i t 9 d  
. - _  

S t 3 t l s  h a s  a r o a l  h a s i s  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  r s l a t i o n s  of p r o d u c t i o n  and - - - -- _-_C_C- - 

t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  l a b ~ u r  m a r k e t .  T h e  s p e c i f i c  form 

of t5is  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i s  s h a p e d  b y  t h z  p a r t i c u l a r  n a t u r p  o f  t h ?  
- .  

A n o r l c a n  s o c i a l  f o r a a t i o n  - the u n i q u 2  a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  mod+s o f  
/- 

productio~ u n d e r  t h ~  d o m i n a c c 3  cf c a p i t a l i s m  w h i c h  c o n s t i t u t s s  

T h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  a n d  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o n  w h i c h  i t  is b a s e d ,  h a v e  

c e r t a i n  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  g e o g r a p h i c  a n a l y s i s  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  

t h e  d d v ? l o p m e n t  o f  a m o r 5  u s s f u l  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  s p a c e .  

[ A )  T h e  u n i q u e n e s s  of  t h a  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  is i n  p a r t  3 

c o n s s q u s n c s  o f  t h a  u n i q u 3  s p a c s  t h a t  i t  O C G U ~ ~ P S .  T h a  s p a t i a l  

3 r < 3 a c i s a t i o n  of a s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n  a t  a n y  ghv-.n moment  a f f ? c t s ,  

o r  is a p a r t  o f ,  t h s  p r o c e s s e s  cf c o n s e r v a t i o n  a n d  d i s s o l u t i o n .  

San  t o s  w r i t z s :  
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f o r m s  t h ~ m s e l v e s  a l s o  h a v e  an  i n f l u s ~ , c *  on {the) 
m o v 2 ~ 2 n t  o f  s o c i s t y ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  o n  t h e  r e s u l t s ,  
s i n c e  s o c i a l  d e t z r n i r i a n t s  m u s t  t a k - ?  i n k o  a c c o u n t :  
f o r m s  i n h e r i t e d  from t h e  p a s t .  A S  Cass i re r  w r o t a  
'The f u n d a m e n t a l  m e a n i n g  of p u r e  a c t u a l i t y  c h a n g t s  
i t s e l f ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f o r m  i n  wh ich  i t  i s  
a r t i c u l a t e d * .  ( S a n t o s ,  1977: 8 ) .  

R a t h e r  t h a n  i n t e r p r e t i n g  s p a c e  a s  a mere v e h i c l e  t h r o u g h  

w h i c h  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  a r e  e x p r e s s e d ,  i t  c a n  b e  c o n c e i v e d  of a s  

an e l e m e n t  w i t h  i ts own e f f e c t s  o n  t h e  s o c i a l  f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  an 

e l e m e n t  o n l y  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  i t  9 c o n c r e t i s e s '  s o c i a l  p r o c e s s e s  

a n d  I n  t h e  d o i n g  o f  it, a c q u i r e s  a s i q n i f i c a n c a  o f  i ts own, T h i s  

c u r r e n t l y  s t a n d s  a s  a p r o m i s i n g  arena f o r  g e o g r a p h e r s  and is o f  

c o n s a q u e n c o  t o  c u r r k n t  c o n c e p t i o n s  of g h e t t o  s p a c e .  

( 3 )  V a r i o u s  c o n c e p t i o n s  of g h e t t o  space  h a v e  b e e n  n o t e d  i n  

t h e  p r e c e d i ~ q  pages,  It is d i f f i c u l t  t o  extract a n y  c o ~ s i s t a n t  

3r u s e f u l  w a n i n g  o f  s p a c e  f r o m  t h e  writers r e v i ~ ~ e d ,  a n d  

q e o q r a p h e r s  a r e  n o  e x c e p t i o n .  The p r e d ~ m i n a n t  v i e w  oE q h s t t o  

s p a c e  is a focus of p o v e r t y ,  p o o r  p r o v i s i o n  o f  s e r v i c e s  a n d  

r a c i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  f l a n y  i n d e e d  r e c o y n i s e  t h e  i i a p a c t  w h i c h  t h e  

g h e t t o  e n v i r o n m e n t  h a s  u p o n  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  and m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  

d i s c r i m i n a t i o n .  R u t  t h i s  is a v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  s p a c e  

f r o m  t h a t  s u g g e s t e d  abov?.  T h e  f o r m e r  p o s i t s  a g h e t t o  

~ n v i r o n m e n t ,  g h e t t o  d w e l l e r s  and  a set o f  r 2 l a t i o n s  b ~ t u e e n  them.  

Bowever ,  b e y o n d  t h i s ,  i t  o f f e r s  no s x p l a n a t i o n  of g h e t t o  

f n r m a t i o n  and  m a i n t e  nanco .  T h i s  a r i s ~ s  b e c a u s e  s u c h  a n a l y s ~ s  

a r e  u n a ~ l e  t o  r e l a t e  t h e  g h e t t o  t o  i t s  s o c i a l  a l d  h i s t o r i c a l  



c o n t e x t ,  F u r t h e r ,  t h i s  t h e o r 2 t i c a l .  s i l e n c e  reflects a p a r t i c u l a r  

object of s u c h  theory - t h e  o b j c c t  of e r a d i c a t i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l l y  

3 i s r u p t i v a  l i v i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  g h e t t o  d w e l l e r s .  T h e  model 

c i t i e s  programine, b l a c k  cap i t a l i sm a n d  g h e t t o  e n r i c h m s n t  ard 

attempts t o  s o l v e  problems t h a t  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  p r o p e r l y  d e f i n s d ,  

T h i s  i s  no t  b e c a u s e  t h e  t h a o r y  h a s  y e t  t o  be d e v e l o p e d  b u t  

b e c a u s e  the o b j e c t  is  n o t  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  t h e o r y ,  T h e  o b j e c t  

o er words, t h s  reproduction of c a p i t a l ,  
r -  
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I n  1969, t h e  D n i t e d  S t a t e s  B u r e a u  of L a b o u r  S t a t i s t i c s  a n d  

t h e  B u r e a u  of t h e  C e R s u s  p u b l i s h s d  a d e t a i l e d  a x a m i n a t i o n  of t h 3  

s c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  of b l a c k  ~ m e r i c a n s .  T h i s  f s p o r t  p u r p o r t a d  t o  

b e  a d ~ c u m s n t a t i o n  o f  t h 3  s o c i a l  a n d  e c o n o m i c  p r o g r s s s  o f  b l a c k s .  

W. 5.  B u r e a u  o f  L a b o u r  S t a t i s t i c s ,  7 970) . It r e s t e d  its 

a r g u m e n t s  an f o u r  a s s e r t i o n s .  

I n  t h e  p a s t  e i g h t  y e a r s ,  f a m i l y  i n c o w s  h a v s  
g e n a r a l f y  r i s en ,  w i t h  p e r c s n t a g e  g a i n s  s o m e w h a t  
h i g h e r  f o r  N e g r o  and ~ t h e r  races t h a n  f o r  w h i t e s ,  
(U.S. R.Z.S. 7970: vii), 

I n  1969 t h e r e  w e r a  a m i l l i o n  more w o r k e r s  of n a g r o  
a n d  o t h e r  f a ce s  e m p l o y e d  i n  w h i t e - c o l l a r ,  c r a f t s m e n  
o r  o p ~ r a t l v e  o c c u p a t i o n s  t h a n  i n  l a b o r e r  o r  serv ica  
j o b s .  E ~ p l o y a e n t  o f  p e r s o n s  o f  Nzgro  a n d  o t h a r  
r a c e s  i n  t h e s e  o c c u p a t i o n s  i n c r e a s e d  5 7 2  b e t w e e n  
1960 and  1 9 6 8  c o ~ t p a r e a  w i t h  2 2 %  f o r  w h i t e s ,  ( 'fbid: 
4 1 .  

Empf oyment h a s  i n c r e a s e d  i n  t h e  p a s t  nine years..  . . 
T h e  number  o f  employed p e r s o n s  ~f Megm a n d  o t h e r  
races rosz 1 . 5  million i n  t h e  nine - y e a r  p e r i o d  - 
i n c r e a s i n g  21% c o l a p a r e d  w i t h  18% f o r  w h i t e s ,  
(3:bi.d: 2 8 ) .  

T h e  u n e m p l o y m e n t  r a t e  for  N e g r o  and  o t h e r  r a c e s  was 
lower i n  1968 a n d  1959 t h a n  i n  a n y  year s i n c 2  t h e  
K o r e a n  war, a n d  t h e  unert lployed f e l l  b e l o w  600~000 
for t h e  f i r s t  time s i n c e  1957. ( I b i d :  29) 

'These s t a t e n t s n t s  require a number  of i m p o r t a n t  

q u a f i f i c a t i o n s .  



The c o n t e n t i o n  that t h e  i n c o m s  g a p  is n a r r o w i c g  i s  b a s e d  on 

t h e  r a t i o  of t h e  m e d i a n  income of n o n w h i t a  f a ~ r t i l i e s  t o  t h s  i ned ian  

i n c o m e  ai w h i t e  f a ~ i l i e s .  T h e  r e p o r t  i t s a l f  r e c o q n i s e d  t h a t  thz 

' m e t l i a n  i n c o m e  i n  1968  of  N 2 g r o  faraili3.5 was ~ o t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  of w h i t e  f a m i l i 3 s  w i t h  o n l y  o n e  e a r n e r .  

b i d  19).  A n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  t a b l e s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  

r e p o r t  s h o w s  t h a t  b l a c k  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  t h r e e  e a r n e r s  h a d  a m e d i a n  

i n c o m s  o f  $7,981 i n  1968 ,  w h i l e  a w h i t e  f a m i l y  w i t h  o n 2  e a r n e r  

b a d  a m s d i a n  incoat; of $7 ,724 ,  

Bt the same time, o n l y  3 9 %  o f  a l l  n o n w h i t e  f a i a i l i e s  
e a r n e d  $7 ,000  or h i g h s r ,  w h i l e  6 6 %  of w h i t e  
f a m i l i e s  e a r n e d  $7,000 or  h i g l e r .  T h i s  is t h ~ ?  s a t  
o f  f i g u r e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  be u n d e r l i n e d ,  ( R o b e r t s ,  
1970:  2 6 ) .  

Thz a s s e r t i . c n  t h a t  o c c u p a t i o n a l  u p g r a d i n g  h a s  s i g n 5  f i c a c  t l y  

i m p r s v s d  t h e  l o t  of b l a c k  a m e r i c a n s  r e q u i r e s  a c e r t a i n  s k i l l .  i n  

s e m a n t i c  g y m n a s t i c s ,  The  B, L. S, d i s p l a y e d  s u c h  s k i f f  by  p l a c i n g  

t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  ' o p e r a t i v e s '  ( m a c h i n e - o p e r a t o r s ,  a s s e m b f  y l i n e  

w o r k n r s f  , a n d  w h i t e - c o l  l a c  w o r k e r s  (f  i l e - c l e r k  sf secretaries,  

s a l e s m e n  a n d  s a l e s w o m e n ) ,  a s  n e l l  a s  s x . " c u t i v i t s  i n  the c a t e g o r i e s  

of ' u p g r a d e 3  e m p f o p m e n t q  , 

T a b l e  1, i n  t h i s  a p p e n d i x ,  s h o w s  t h a t  c l e r i ca l  a n d  s a l e s  

w o r k e r s ,  o p e r a t i v e s ,  s e r v i c e  workers i n  and o u t  of h o u s e h o l d s  a n d  

non--farm l a b o u r e r s  c o m p r i s e  68% a n d  8 6 %  o f  t h e  m l e  a n d  • ’ emf+  

n o n w h i t e  l a h o u r  force r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h i s  i s  m a r k e d l y  d i f f e r e n t  



from t h a  4 4 %  ~f t h s  male u h i t ~  labour f o r c e  and 77% of t h e  female  

w h i t e  l a b o u r  f o r c P  i n  the sale  c a t e g o ~ i o s .  

C h a n g e s  i n  t h e  inco rn3  l e v 2 3 . s  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  o f  black 

w o r k ~ r s  mus t  a l s o  b e  c o n s i d e r 2 d  a s  a c o n s e y u e n c o  of s i g n i f i c a n t  

p ~ p u l a t i o n  rrtovem%nts  fro^ the a g r i c u l t u r a l  sec tor  where witgss a r e  

r s l a t i v e l y  Low, t o  i n d u s t r i a l  and w a g e - e a r n i n g  s s c t o r s ,  

T h e  pe r cen t age  o f  b l a c k s  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  S o u t h  h a s  
d e c f i r t e d  from 77% i i r r  794 to 6 8 %  in 195 , 6 5 i n  
1960 a n d  5 2 %  i n  1 9 6 9 . , , , , , B u t  b e t w e e n  1950 and  
1966, t h e  median  i n c o m e  o f  n o n w h i t a  f a m i l i e s  a s  a 
p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  m=.dian i n c o ~ e  o f  w h i t e  
f a m i l i e s  ,.., r o s e  ,.,. f r o a  5 4  p e r c e n t  t o  60 p e r c e n t .  
T h i s  growth i n  i n c o ~ ?  l e v e l s  b y  no medns f u l l y  
r s f lec ts  t h e  i ~ m e n s e  s h i f t  o f  t h e  b l a c k  p o p u l a t i o n  
f r o m  s o u t h e r n  farms t o  cities a n d  the s h i f t  of 
black p o p u l a t i o n  growth t o  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  
c e n t e r s .  Xn f a c t ,  o n e  m u s t  d e d u c e  f r o m  t h e s e  
f i g u r e s  t h a t  ' - job  u p g r a d i n g *  i n  t h e  c i t i e s  h a s  been  
f a r  f r o m  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a b s o r b  t h e  i n c r e a s s d  
p o p u l a t i o n  a t  levels commc;nsu ra t e  w i t h  
e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  f f t a h e r t s ,  1970: 28). 

It seeas, d e s p i t e  t h e  p r o f  u s i o n  of ? w p i r i c a l  d a t a ,  t h a t  a 

m o r e  c a r e f u l  d i s a g g r e g a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  before a t r u e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  s o c i a l  a n d  economic s t a t u s  o f  b l a c k  

A m e r i c a n s  c a n  be d e v e l  opsd, (Cook, 1970). 

N o n e t h e l e s s ,  some e v i d e n c e  h a s  b e n n  a p p ~ 3 n d e d  h e r s  which  

i n d i c a t e s  the persistence of r a c i a l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  t h e  

l a b b u r  force .  The f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e s  a r e ,  v3 h o p e ,  
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OCCUPAFfONAL DISTRTBUTIDN O P  S U R V E Y Z D  EHITE AND Wfl?OSfTP E3PLOYEE 
B Y  sex, 1973. 

P e r c e n t  100  10 0 100 100 

9 f f  Fc ia l s  a n d  Banage r s  15.3 3.9 3.8 1.6 
P r o f ? s s i o n 3 f  s 1 0 , Y  3.7  7.1 3.9 
f ~ c h n i c i a n s  5.2  2.8 3,9 4.1 
S a l e s  Worksrs 8,9 2.8 12.6 6.5 
Office an8 Clerical 5.Y 4.1 37,l 25.7 

g o r k p r s  

slue-collar 50.0 67 .4  26.0 39.0 

S k T l l z d  Craft Workers 19.8 1 2 . 6  2.5 2.8 
Dper . l t iv . - . s  22.5 33.7 17.2 24.2 
t~133ri~rs 7.8 2 1 - 0  6.3 12.0 

S3ufze:  Eqaal  E m p l o y ~ a n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  Gommlss inn ,  Vof. f .  , 
kJ$shZngtnn,  B. C, 1975. 



TAELE 2 ,  
U M F ~ P L O Y M E E T  RATES: 1949 TO 1870, 

f Annual a v l r a g e s )  

Negro a n d  
o t h e r  races ----------- 

S ~ ? l r c ~ :  l3, S. Depq rtment of Labour ,  B u r e a u  of L a b o u r  S t a t i s t i c s ,  
i n  Bailey, 1973, appendix 5. 



I n c q m e  ($1  B l a c k s  W h i t e s  B l a c k  incomc as  
% of @hits, 

t 970 1974 Xincrc.ase 
Bf s c k s  8.2% 9.9% 21 % 
B h i t s s  4.5% 5.0% 1 1 %  

------------------------------------------------------------ 
Ssurcs: 53.5. Bureau of t h e  C s n s u s ,  Report on t h e  S t a t u s  

o f  B l a c k  Americans, Hash inq ton ,  1975. 
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