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Thc? purpose  of  t l i i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  d e s c r i b c  t l ic  s y n t a x  of t h c  non- 

f i n i t e  forms o f  t h e  v e r b - p a r t i c i p l e s ,  g e r u n d s ,  and i n f i n i t i v e s - - i n  t h e  

ME a l l i  t e r n t i v e  poems a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h c  anonymous w r i t e r  known a s  t h e  

Gawain-poet .  The poems a r e :  P a t i e n c e  (532 l i n e s ) ,  P u r i t y  (1812 l i n c s ) ,  -- 

P e a r l  (1212 l i n e s ) ,  , , nd  S i r  Grnr3in and t h e  Crcen Knigllt (2531 l i n e s ) ,  -- -- 

which a r e  g e n e r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  have been composed i n  t h c  North-Vest  

Midland d i a l e c t  i n  t h e  second h a l f  of  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y  ( p o s s i b l y  abou t  

1360-95).  

T h i s  s t u d y  i s  based upon 3 s t a t i s t i c a l  r e a d i n g  of  a l l  i n s t a n c e s  

of t h e  n o n - f i n i t e  forms of  t h e  v e r b  i n  t h e  c o r p u s  and upon t h e  ' t r a d i -  

t i o n a l '  methods of  a n a l y s i s  and d e s c r i p t i o n  adap ted  from t h e  works of 

J e s p e r s e n ,  Pou t .  na, K r u i s i n g a ,  Zandvoor t ,  Scheurweghs,  Mus tano ja ,  e t c .  

Al though t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  of  t h e  s t u d y  was s y n t a x ,  morphology was a l s o  

b r i e f l y  n o t e d .  

T h i s  s t u d y  seems t o  r e v e a l  t h a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  a r e  e i t h e r  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  ~ a w a i n - p o e t ' s  l anguage  o r  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  

language o f  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  

C h a p t e r  I: ( 1 )  The p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  normal ly  ends  i n  - a n d e ;  

- y ~  a s  a  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  end ing  i s  e x t r e m e l y  r a r e ;  t h e  o l d  p a s t  

p a r t i c i p l e  p r e f i x  j - ( 4 O I 1  be-)  o c c u r s  o n l y  once.  ( 2 )  The p r e s e n t  p a r t i -  

c i p l e  i s  u n u s u a l l y  f r e q t ~ z n t  i n  t h e  a t t r i b u t i v e  f u n c t i o n .  ( 3 )  The 

a l ~ s o l u t e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  f r e q u e n t .  (4 )  Tlic a b s o l u t e  p a r t i -  

c i p l e  i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d  by sue11 prepositions a s  wi t l ) o u ~ ,  

(= bciorca) , and b ~ .  

C11:lptcr T I :  ( 1 )  Tllert. arcs a l r e a d y  scvcsral cramp1 c s  of t11e 'rnoderl~ ' 



i v  

( i  . e .  tllc g c r u n t l  f o l  lcwcd 1,y n sinlpl c. 01) j c c t  o r  a n  ndvc.1-bi a 1  

ad.junct)  i n  ?lirit;., Li!: l i~~,; l i  c-:,?,;:pIcs of i t  a r c  p l , ~ c L i c , i l l ~  nc~ii-~.- . isLii l t  

i n  i ts  companion poems-(lawain, Pcnr l  , and P a t i  encc .  

Clinptcr  111: ( 1 )  'The u s e  of t h e  to-infinitive i s  f a r  more esten- 

s i v e  t h a n  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  

r e t a i n e d  q u i t e  cm s p i c u o u s l y  a f t e r  a numbcr of impersonal v e r b s ,  v e r b s  

of c a u s a t i o n  w, &, bede ,  bescchc,  e t c . ) ,  some o t l ~ e r  v e r b s  (w, 
j e n k e ,  x e ,  e t c . )  , so.. .as and such . .  .as, and a f e w  a d j e c t i v e s  ( h a r d y ,  

l o b e ,  wont ) .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  a  f a i r  number of v e r b s  (c& ( = c a u s e ) ,  

b e d e ,  benke ,  o3e ,  kepe, e t c . )  show f l u c t u a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  c h o i c e  of - 
i n f i n i t i v e  form. (2 )  The p e r i p h r a s t i c  a u x i l i a r y  con ( = d i d ,  o r  r a r e l y ,  

do) o c c u r s  r e m a r k a b l y  f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  rhyme. 

( 3 )  The s p l i t  i n f i n i t i v e  o c c u r s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  

With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  usage  of t h e  

n o n - f i n i t e  forms o f  t h e  v e r ;  seem t o  conform i n  g e n e r a l  t o  t h a t  of h i s  

c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  i t  i s  wor th  n o t i n g  t h a t ,  i n  compar ison 

w i t h  t h e  s y n t a x  of  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  some of t h e  above-mentioned p o i n t s  

a b o u t  t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  s y n t a x  might  b e  s a i d  t o  b e  more modern. 
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The purpose  of  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  t o  d e s c r i b e  tlle s y n t a x  of t h e  n o n -  

f i n i t e  f o r ~ n s  of  t l lc  v e r b - p a r t i c i p l e s ,  g e r u n d s ,  and i n f i n i t i v c s - i n  t h e  

worlts of t h e  Gawain-poet .  

Some of  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  developments  i n  E n g l i s h  s y n t a x  

o c c u r r e d  i n  l a t e  ME,  more s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y .  D e s p i t e  

t h i s  f a c t ,  o n l y  Chaucer ' s  impor tance  f o r  t h e  development of Engl is11 h a s  

a lways  been r e c o g n i z e d .  As a  r e s u l t ,  h i s  l a n g u a g e ,  i n  a l l  i t s  e s s e n t i a l  

a s p e c t s ,  h a s  been t h e  s u b j e c t  of  a  l a r g e  number of  s t u d i e s .  By con- 

t r a s t ,  t h e  l anguage  o f  C h a u c e r ' s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  such  a s  Langland,  

Gower, and t h e  Gawain-poet ,  h a s  r e c e i v e d  h a r d l y  any s y s t e m a t i c  o r  e s t e n -  

s i v e  t r e a t m e n t .  S t u d i e s  have been r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e i r  phonology and 

morphology. The s y n t a x  o f  t h e i r  l anguage  h a s  been unduly  n e g l e c t e d  even 

by t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s ' ,  n o t  t o  speak  of t h e  ' s t r u c t u r a l i s t s '  

o r  ' t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a l i s t s ' .  Only v e r y  g e n e r a l  and i n a d e q u a t e  e x p o s i t i o n s  

on midd le  E n g l i s h  s y n t a x  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  books of Mossk, K e l l n e r ,  

Brunner ,  e t c .  The o n l y  book devo ted  t o  a  f u l l - s c a l e  t r e a t m e n t  of Middle  

E n g l i s h  s y n t a x  i s  M u s t o q a j a ' s  Midd le  E n ~ l i s h  S y n t a x ,  P a r t  I: P a r t s  of 

Speech.  Cven i n  t h i s  mass ive  work t h e  m s j o r i t y  of t h e  q u o t a t i o n s  a r e  

drawn from Chaucer ,  and t o  a  l e s s e r  d e g r e e  f rom Gover and -- P i e r s  

Plowman w h i l e  t h e  works of t h e  Gawain-poet r e c e i v e d  c o m > a r a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  --- 

ment ion.  The o n l y  book t h a t  g i v e s  even a  s u p e r f i c i a l  v iew of t h e  s y n t a x  

of  t h e  - Gawnin-poet i s  K o z i o l ' s  book Crundziigc d e r  - Syntax  - d c r  F l i t t e l -  -- 

~ l i s c h e n  S t n l ) r c i r n d i c l ~ t i ~ n j i c n .  Of c o u r s c ,  i t  i s  n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y  t h a t  i n  e"L- ---- - -- - 

o r d e r  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  1 4 t h - c e n t u r y  l<n;;Iish adequately i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  

i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  lany,u;l;;c~ n o t  o n l y  o l  C h , ~ u c c r  h u t  , i l so  of I l i s  contcm- 



p o r a r i c s ,  S ~ I ~ C C  " n  ' l : in i :~~a~:c~ '  i s  o n l y  t l i t  ; iggrcgatcX of t l ~ c  rlsai;c of a l l  

I f e e l  jus  t i f  i c d  i n  malting a tlinrougli-going s t u d y  oC t h c  I nnguage of t h e  

neg1ectc.J  major  w r i t e r  of t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y .  T h i s  i s  s u r p r i s i n g  i n  v iew 

language .  

The s o u r c e  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  a r e  S i r  Gnwain and t l ie  Green 

 night ( h e r e a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  -- Gawain) (2531 l i n e s ) ,  P e a r l  (1212 

l i n e s ) ,  P u r i t y  ( o r  C l e a n n e s s ,  a s  i t  i s  a l s o  c a l l e d )  (1812 l i n e s ) ,  and 

P a t i e n c e  (532 l i n e s )  which have been p r e s e r v e d  t o g  t h e r  i n  MS. C o t t o n  

Nero A. X . ,  A r t .  3 ,  i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  Museum. These  a r e  a  group of  poems 

of  t h e  ' A l l i t e r a t i v e  R e v i v a l '  of t h e  l a t e  1 4 t h  and e a r l y  1 5 t h  c e n t u r i e s .  

Two of t h e s e ,  P e a r l  and Gawain ( o n l y  p a r t l y )  u s e  rhyme. I t  i s  now 

g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  t h a t  a l l  f o u r  poems were  w r i t t e n  by t h e  same anony- 

mous w r i t e r  now known a s  t h e  Gawain-poet  and t h a t  t h e i r  d i a l e c t  i s  

f u n d a m e n t a l l y  North-West Midland.  None of t h e s e  works can b e  d a t e d  w i t h  

2  
any p r e c i s i o n ,  b u t  "about  1360-95" i s  t h e  d a t e  g e n e r a l l y  a c c e p t e d  f o r  

P a t i e n c e  P u r i t y ,  P e a r l ,  and Gawain i n  o r d e r  of  c o m p o s i t i o n .  --, - 

My o r i g i n a l  aim i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  was t o  make a  s e a r c h i n g  i n v e s t i g a -  

t i o n  i n t o  t h e  whole  r a n g e  of t h e  v e r b - s y n t a x  found : n  t h e  works of t h e  

Gawain-poet ,  b u t  t h i s  could  n o t  b e  done b e c a u s e  of t h e  l i m i t s  of  t ime  -- 

IT. A .  Knot', " A S ~ C C ~ S  of  L i n g u i s t i c  I i e sea rch , "  Manly  h n n i v e r s n ~  -- - 
S tutli  c s  i n  1,nn;;tlagc and L i  tcCratrlrc.,  p .  41 5 .  -------- - 

 o or don ( c d . ) ,  P c a r l ,  pp. x l i i i - x l i v .  



'3 

:lnd sp;1cc3 a s s i  gncd t o  t11is 1~o1-k. T l ~ c . ~ - c ~ i o r c ~ ,  I llad L o  c o i ~ l i n e  rl~y i l ~ ~ s i s  

t o  ~ l l c  n u n - 1  i i ~ l  Lc fL)riti,,--pcirLii i i , l i s ,  gc ~ r i r l J s ,  . i ~ l i I  i i l r i l ~ i  1 i v c s - o n l y  3 

smal l  p a r t  of my cx tc>ns ive  s t u d y  of t h e  v c r h - s y n t a x  i n  t h c  Cr~wnin-poct .  

L imi ted  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  may b e ,  t l i c re  a r e  n c ~ v c r t h c l c s s  a  number of 

i m p o r t a n t  p o i n t s  worthy of c a r e f u l  s t u d y  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet .  To mention 

a  few: t h e  occ r : s rcnce  of tlle a b s o l u t c  p a r t i c i p l e  i n t r o d u c e d  by vc i r io t~s  

p r e p o s i t i o n s ;  t h e  development of t h e  v e r b a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  ge rund ;  t h e  

f r e q u e n t  i n t e r c h a n g e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  w i t h  and w i t h o u t  to; t h e  f r e q u e n t  

u s e  of E n  a s  a  r , c , r i p h r a s t i c  a u x i l i a r y  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  

p a s t  t e n s e  w i t h  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  rhyme; t h e  u s e  of  t h e  s p l i t  

i n f i n i t i v e ;  e t c .  Al though t h i s  work i s  ma in ly  concerned w i t h  s y n t a x ,  

b r i e f  r e f e r e n c e  i s  made t o  morphology a s  w e l l .  

T h i s  s t u d y  i s  bzsed upon a  s t a t i s t i c a l  r e a d i n g  of a l l  i n s t a n c e s  of  

t h e  n o n - f i n i t e  forms of t h e  v e r b  found i n  t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  works 

b e c a u s e  I a g r e e  w i t h  Pau l  R o b e r t s  t h a t  "Count ing ... w i l l  n o t  s o l v e  a l l  

problcms . . .  But i t  w i l l  s o l v e  many, and i t  does  seem absurd  t o  a r g u e  

abou t  what t h e  f a c t s  may b e  when i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  know what t h e  f a c t s  

a r e .  l f 3  Whenever i t  was c o n s i d e r e d  u s e f u l  I have endeavoured t o  r e f e r  t o  

t h e  l anguage  of  h i s  con tempora r i es  Lang land ,  Chaucer ,  e t c .  and t o  e x p l a i n  

h i s t o r i c a l  m a t t e r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  -- Gawain- 

p o e t ' s  usage .  As w i l l  b e  c l e a r  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  dependen t  i n  many r e s p e c t s  

on t h e  works of Jespc l - sen ,  Curme, K r u i s i n g a ,  Poutsma, W .  van d e r  Gaaf ,  

Zsndvoor r ,  G .  S c h e u r w ~ g h s ,  c t c .  and ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  thc, monumental work of  

Mustanoja .  The approach  p r c s e n t c d  h e r e  i s  bound t o  be  u n s a i i s f a c t o r y  o r  



d e a l i n g  w i t h  E n g l i s h  Grammar h a v e  been  assumed t o  b e  i n a d e q u a t e ,  b u t  

t h u s  f a r  t h e r e  i s  no  c o n s e n s u s  o f  o p i n i o n  on what  methods s h o u l d  r e p l a c e  

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ones ."4  The most: t h a t  I c a n  hope  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  

t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  w i l l  i n  i t s  own way p r o v i d e  d a t a  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  

s y n t a x  o f  t h e  Gawajn-poet  a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  o f  l a t e  ME s y n t a x .  

The e d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  Gawain-poet  wh ich  I h a v e  u s e d  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  

a r e  : 

S i r  Gawain and t h e  Green  K n i g h t ,  e d . ,  J .  R .  T o l k i e n  and 
E. V .  Gordon;  2nd e d . ,  ed .  N. D a v i s ,  O x f r r d  ( C l a r e n d o n  
P r e s s ) ,  1968.  

P e a r l ,  e d .  E. V .  Gordon,  Oxford  (C la rendon  P r e s s ) ,  1963.  

P u r i t y ,  e d .  R .  J. Menner,  New Haven (Ya le  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ) ,  1920.  

P a t i e n c e ,  e d .  J .  J .  Ander son ,  M a n c h e s t e r  (Manches ter  U n i v e r s i t y  -- 
P r e s s ) ,  1969 .  

The f o l l o ~ i n g  a b b r e v i a t i o n s  a r e  u s e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  t h e s i s :  

Gawain -- 
PP1 
Ch.TC - 
0 E 
ME 
ModE 
PE 

S i r  Gawain and t h e  Green  K n i g h t  - 
P i e r s  Plowman ( B - t e x t )  ---- 
Chauce r  : T r o i l u s  and C r i s e y d e  

Old E n g l i s h  (c .450-1100)  
Middle  E n g l i s h  ( c .1100-1500)  
Modern E n g l i s h  (c .  1500- ) 
P r e s e n t - D a y  Eng l i s l i  ( c u r r e n t  E n g l i s h )  

The Oxford Engl i sh D i c t i o n a r y  - 
Middle  E n g l i s h  ----- D i c t i o n a l 2  

------- 
4 ~ r c s c n t - ~ n y  --- -- E n g l i s h  S p ~ z ,  pp. v i - v i i  . 
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1. I n t r o d u c t o r y  Remarks 

The p a r t i c i p l e s  used t o  form t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  t e n s e  ( e . g .  h e  i s  g u ) ,  

t h e  p e r f e c t  and p l u p e r f e c t  t e n s e s  ( e . g .  h e  h a s  s e e n ;  he  had s e e n ) ,  and t h e  

p a s s i v e  v o i c e  ( e . g .  h e  was seen)  a r e  n o t  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  

because  t h e y  a r e  more p r o p e r l y  d i s c u s s e d  a s  p a r t s  of f i n i t e  v e r b s .  

Accord ing ly ,  o n l y  t h o s e  p a r t i c i p l e s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  ' v e r b a l  a d j e c t i v e s  ' l  ( i .  e .  

a d j e c t i v e s  w i t h  c e r t a i n  v e r b a l  f u n c t i o n s )  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

s e c t i o n s .  

' ~ i  . C .  S c l l c ~ ~ r w c g l ~ s ,  p r e s c n ~ - d a y  ICngl i : i l l  S y n t a x ,  - p .  158. 



c o n t r a s t ,  t h e r e  a r e  abou t  291 p a r t i c i p l e s  (lo[+ p r e s e n t  and 187 p a s t )  

found i n  t h e  contemporary  work of Langland.  Compara t ive ly  s p e a k i n g ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  f a r  more f r e q u e n t  i n  t h e  Cawain-poe t ' s  works 

(6 ,087 l i n e s )  t h a n  i n  - PP1 (7 ,242 l i n e s ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  two more obv ious  

c o n c l u s i o n s  a r e  drawn from a  c u r s o r y  examina t ion  of  t h e s e  p a r t i c i p l e s  

found i n  t h e  Gawain-poet .  Tha t  i s ,  t h e  Gawain-poet r e f l e c t s  t h e  common 

ME l i t e r a r y  p r a c t i c e  of a  g r e a t e r  f r e q u e n c y  of  usage  of t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  

than  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e . 2  The Ga,rain-poet a l s o  h a s  much t h e  same 

u s e s  f o r  t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  a s  a r e  found i n  ModE. Before  go ing  more d e e p l y  

i n t o  s u c h  u s e s  of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e ,  t h e  form of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i n  t h e  

Gawain-poet must f i r s t  b e  s t u d i e l .  

2 .  Form 

E n g l i s h  h a s  two p a r t i c i p l e s ,  i . e .  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  and t h e  

p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e .  

2 . 1  P r e s e n t  P a r t i c i p l e  

I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  form of t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e ,  Mustanoja 

s t a t e s :  

The OE end ing  of t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e ,  - ende ,  i s  found i n  ME i n  t h e  
form - i n d e  - ( -ende)  - i n  t h e  South  and t h e  Midlands and i n  t h e  form -ande 
i n  t h e  N o r t h  and t h e  N Midlands .  A t  t h e  end of t h e  1 2 t h  c e n t u r y  and 
i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  1 3 t h  t h e  end ing  of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  becomes - i n g ( e )  
i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  and c e n t r a l  p a r t s  of  t h e  c o u n t r y . 3  

' ~ f .  Gordon ( e d . ) ,  P e a r l ,  p. 83. 

3 ~ i d t l l c  1;nglish S y n t a x ,  P a r t  I ,  p.  547 ( i n  which Mustanoja  seems 
t o  t h i n k  t l ln t  t h e  end ing  -andct i s  due  t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o i  t h e  ON p a r t i c i p l e  
end ing  -and i)  . 



g e r u n d ,  namcl y  - i ~ g _ ! ~ l .  The C n w a i  n - p o e t  , however ,  d o c s  no  more t h a n  

fo re shadow t h i s  c h a n g e  f rom t h e  OE e n d i n g  - e n d c  - t o  t h e  l a t e  PIE e n d i n g  -fi~. 

I n  t h e  works  of  tlre Cawain-poet  t h e  - andc  e n d i n g  i s  t h e  r u l e ,  w h i l e  -= 
a s  a  p a r t i c i p i a l  e n d i n g  o c c u r s  v e r y  r a r e l y .  T h a t  i s ,  - andc  -- o c c u r s  157 

t i m e s  ( e . g .  Gawain 1 0 8  t a l k a n d e ;  P e a r l  1 4  wyschande;  e t c . ) ,  -and o n c e  - 

(Gawnin - - .-a 181 Fannnnd) ,  and - ende  once  ( P u r i t v  324 quavende ) .  The e n d i n g  -- 

-=, h o u e v e r ,  o c c u r s  o n l y  f o u r  t i m e s :  Gawain 753 s k y n g ,  2126 g r u c h y n g ;  

p e a r l  446 beyng ,  1175  skyng)  . -- 

Thus i n  t h e  Gawain-poet  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  shows t h e  N o r t h e r n  

e n d i n g  and i s  q u i t e  d i s t i n c t  f r o m  t h e  ge rund  e n d i n g  -=. On t h e  o t h e r  

h , : ;~d ,  i n  PP1 w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  West Midland d i a l e c t  i n  t h e  second  h a l f  o f  t h e  

1 4 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  e n d i n g  -yng(e )  i s  t h e  r u l e  and h a s  c o m p l e t e l y  s u p p l a n t e d  

i t s  OE e n d i n g  s o  t h a t  t h e  form o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  

t h a t  o f  t h e  ge rund  : -yng(e )  (103 e x s  .) , - i n g ( e )  ( 2 )  , -= (1 )  , -end?: ( 3 )  , 

- a n d e  - ( 2 ) ,  -ant ( I ) .  I n  Chauce r  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  e n d s  i n  - y n g e ( e ) ,  

w h i l e  t h e  e n d i n g s  - a n d e ,  - e n d e  d o  n o t  seem t o  o c c u r .  --- 

2 . 2  P a s t  P a r t i c i p l e  

The p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet  o c c u r s ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

s t r o n g  v e r b s ,  u n d e r  forms -3 (Gawain 177 b rawen) ,  - n e  ( P u r i t y  33 t o t o r n e ) ,  --- - -- --- 
4 

-e - (Gawain 396 f u n d c  2069 b r a y d e 4 ) ,  a n d ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  weak v e r b s ,  -- , 

u n d e r  fo rms  -ed -- ( P a t i e n c e  386 demed),  - t  (Gawain 212 b u r n y s t ) ,  - de  ( P e a r l  140  
p- - - -  

made),  -d (Gawain 596 u l d )  o r  w i t h o u t  any  s p e c i a l  e n d i n g  ( ( ; m a i n  902 put, -- - --- -- -- 

("l'l~osc~ c3xnnplcs a r e  found i n  t l ~ c  P n s s i v c  Vo icc  w h i c h  i :; n o t  t r c a t c ~ t i  
i n  t h ;  s chap tct- . 



arc r e g u l a r  i n  t h e  Gnwaig-poc't. T h c  n o t i c e a b l e  tiling l icrc  i s  t l ln t  o f  a11 

t h e  p 3 s t  p n r t i c i p l c s  found i n  t h e  Cnwnin-poet o n l y  onc i n s t a n c e  r e t a i n s  

4 t h e  o l d  p a r t i c i p l e  p r e f i x  - i- ((01; g e - ) :  P e a r l  904 ic l lose  , i n  which c a s e  

i- i s  r e q u i r e d  Examplcs of t h i s  p r e f i x  a r c ,  howcvcr,  n o t  - 
i n f r e q u e n t  i n  -- PP1 ( e .  g .  V I .  184 ybrolcen; V I V  1 yro l>cd ;  X I V  232 i - ~ ~ ~ y e ,  c t c  .) . - 

Chaucer a l s o  u s e s  t h i s  p r e f i x  f a i r l y  commonly i n  h i s  p o e t r y .  According t o  

~ u s t a n o j a ~ ,  i n  ME t h e  y - ,  5- i s  p r e s e r v e d  o n l y  i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  d i a l e c t s .  

In t h e  North  i t  i s  n o t  found a t  a l l .  By t h e  end of t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y  2- 

becomes a r c h a i c  i n  London E n g l i s h .  I n  t h e  S o u t h ,  i n c l u d i n g  Kent ,  t h e  p r e f i x  

remains  i n  u s e  down t o  t h e  1 5 t h  centr : ry .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  t o o ,  t h e  Gawain- 

p o e t ' s  u s e  o f  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  N o r t h e r n  d i a l e c t .  

3 .  Use 

I n  h i s  i m p o r t a n t  a r t i c l e  "The A p p o s i t i v e  P a r t i  c i p l e  i n  Anglo-Saxon" 

(PMLA, X V I ,  pp. 1 4 2 - 3 ) ,  M .  C a l l z L . ? y  c l a s s i f i e s  t h e  u s e s  of a  p a r t i c i p l e  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  i t s  p r i n c i p a l  o r  semant ic  s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  manner. 

A p a r t i c i p l e  i s :  

(A) ,adepen- ( o r  a b s o l u t e )  when i t s  s u b j e c t  i s  g rammat ica l ly  independen t  

of t h e  r e s t  of t h e  s e l t e n c e .  

(B)  dependent  ( o r  c o n j o i n t )  when i t s  s u b j e c t  i s  n o t  g rammat ica l ly  independen t  

of t h e  r e s t  of t h e  s e n t e n c e ,  b u t  i s  i n t i m a t e l y  bound up t h e r e w i t h  



( I )  p r c d  i c a l i y y  ( o r  ~ ~ l y l ~ m ( ~ n t  a r y )  , wlic'11 tlic, p:irt i c i p l  c. i s  joined t o  

i t s  su11 j c c t  11y means o f  a  vc.rb 

(a)  y r c d i c ; ,  t i v c  n o n ~ i n ~ ? ~ & ~  

(13) p r e d j  c a t e  a c c u s a t i v c  

( 2 )  n o n - p r c d i c a t i k e  ( o r  a s s ~ ~ n > t i v e ) ,  when n o t  jo ined t o  i t s  s u b j e c t  by 

t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l i t y  of a v e r b .  

( a )  a t t r i b u t i v e ,  when t h e  c o n n c c t i o n  betwcen t h e  p a r t i c i p i e  and i t s  

p r i n c i p a l  i s  s o  c l o s e  t h a t  t h e  ~ w o  c o n s t i t u t e  one i n d i v i s i b l e  

i d e a  

( b )  a p p o s i t i v e ,  when t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  between t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  and 

i t s  p r i n c i p a l  i s  s o  l o o s e  t h a t  t h e  two seem t o  c o n s t i t u t e  two 

independen t  i d e a s ;  o r ,  t o  u s e  t h e  words of Sweet ( & 9 0 ) ,  

"When t h e  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  of an assumpt ive  ( a t t r i b u t i v e )  word 

t o  i t s  head-word i s  s o  s l i g h t  t h a t  t h e  two a r e  a lmos t  co- 

o r d i n a t e ,  t h e  adjunct-word i s  s a i d  t o  be  i n  a p p o s i t i o n  t o  

i t s  head-word." 

I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  Gawain-poet ' s  u s e  o f  t h e  p : : r t i c i p l e ,  I have g e n e r a l l y  

fol lowed t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of Cal laway.  Minor r e v i s i o n s ,  however, i n c l u d e  

t h e  s u b s t a n t i v a l  u s e  of t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e ,  i . e .  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  used 

a s  a  s u b s t a n t i v e ,  which Callaway h a s  n o t  t r e a t e d .  Another change t o  be  

mentioned i s  t h a t  t h e  s u b d i v i s i o n s  of t h e  p r e d i c a t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  a r e  

termed i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r :  (1) s u h j e c t i v c  p r e d i c a t i v e  i n s t e a d  of e r e d i c a t e  

nominat ive  (hav ing  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  f i n i t e  ve r  ) ,  and ( 2 )  
s--- 7 

o b j e c t i v e  p r c d i c a t i v e  i n s t e a d  of p r c d i c a t c  a c c u s a t i v e ,  (hav ing  r c f e r e n c c  

t o  t h c  o b j e c t  of t h c  f i n i t e  v e r b ) ,  s i n c e  MX, e s p e c i a l l y  l a t e  NE, has  n e i t h e r  

' n o m i n a t i v e '  nor ' a c c u s n t i v c ' .  

The o r d c r  of t l l t  t r e a t m e n t  i n  t l ~ i s  c h a p t e r  h a s  a l s o  hccn a1 t w e d  



a s  f o l l o w s :  

1. Substz int lvnl  Usc 

2 .  P r e d i c n t i v c  Usc 

(1 )  Sub j c c  t i v c  P r e d i c a t i v e  

(2 )  O b j e c t i v e  P r e d i c s t i v e  

3 .  A t t r i b u t i v e  Use 

4. A p p o s i t i v e  Usc 

5. A b s o l u t e  Use 

Examples from t h e  Gawain-poet i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  u s e s  a r e  

as f o l l o w s :  1. S u b s t a n t i v a l - P U J - i t y  1628 And pou unhy les  vch h i d d e  p a t  

Hevenkyng myntes ;  2 (1)  S u b j e c t i v e  Pred ica t ;ve -Gawain  1662-3 b e  dede t u r n e d  

t o w r a s t ;  ( 2 )  O b j e c t i v e  P r e d i c a t i v e - P e a r l  385 I n  b l y s s e  I s e  p e  b l y p e l y  

b l e n t ;  3 .  A t t r i b u t i v e - P s a r l  112 rounanclg r o u r d e ;  4. Apposi t ive-Pat ience_ -- 
386 Do d r y u e  o u t  a  d e c r e e ,  demod of  my s l e u e n ;  Pur i t : ,  715 A 1  sylcande h e  

sayde ;  5. Abso lu te -Pa t i ence  251 e  f o l k  3 e t  h a l k a n d e  h i s  f e t e ,  b e  f y s c h  

hym tyd  h e n t e s .  
P-- 

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  pages  a n  a t t e m p t  w i l l  b e  made t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  

t h e s e  v a r i o ~ s  u s e s  of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  a s  t h e y  o c c u r  i n  t h e  works of  t h e  

Gawain-poet .  

3 .1  S u b s t a n t i v a l  Use 

Because of  i t s  a d j e c t i v a l  n a t u r e  Lhe p a r t i c p l e  i s  i n f r e q u e n t l y  

used s u b s t a n t i v a l l y .  I have found o n l y  s i x  such  examples i n  t h e  Gawnin- -- 

p o e t ,  a l l  of  which a r e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e s :  

P e a r 1  368 my d c r e  cndorde (=adored o n e ) ;  P u r i t y  114 Ay be b e s t  b y f o r e  -- 
and b r y 3 t e s t  a t y r c c l ;  . 1628 'you  u n h y l e s  uch h i d d e ;  2. 1094-5 3 c t  
conic2n l o d l y  t o  b a t  L c d c ,  a s  I a z a r e s  monytx, Summc l c p r e ,  summe lomc 
and lomerantle I , lyndc,  @ysencd (=poi sonccl), and pc r  l a t y k ,  and 
pyncd i n  f y r e s  ( = t h o s e  pained w i t h  f e v e r s )  ; P a t i c n c c  163 p o  w e r y  f o r -  



w r 9 i  wysL no  b o t c  (=t-liose mcn, worn 0111 from ovcmwrk saw n o  remccly) . / - 

I n  t h c  l a s t  two i n s t n n c c s ,  i t  wcv~ld be m o r c  n a t ~ ~ r n l  t o  t a k e  t h c  wllol e  

p a r t i c i p i a l  p h r a s c  a s  e x p r c s s i n g  one c o n c c p t  than  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h c  p a r t i c i p l e  

and ModE. I n  t h e  f o l . l o w i n ~ ,  i n s t a n c c  f r o m P P i ,  t h e  p h r a s e  p a r t i c i p l e  + 

o b j e c t '  a s  a  whole e x p r e s s e s  one concep t  and f u n c t i o n s  s u b s t a n t i v A l 1 y :  

\/ILL. 101-3 Blynde and bcdered and hrokcn 1tt~1-<a I I ~ C C I I I ~ ) C C C ~  

- - - H a  a s  p leyne  pardoun a s  t h e  plowman hym-se l f .  

T h i s  may be  s a i d  t o  be  an ex t remely  r a r e  t y p e  i n  ME and i n  ModE would be  

i m p o s s i b l e .  

3 . 2  P r e d i c a t i v e  Use 

A s  a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  t h e  p r e d i c a t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  s u b d i v i d e d  i n t o  

(1) S u b j e c t i v e  P r e d i c a t i v e  when r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  f i n i t e  

v e r b  and ( 2 )  O b j e c t i v e  P r e d i c a t i v e  when r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  

f i n i t e  v e r b .  

3.2 (1) S u b j e c t i v e  P r e d i c a t i v e  

The p a r t i c i p l e  a s  a  s u b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  i s  c h i e f l y  used i n  t h e  

p r o g r e s s i v e  form (& + p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e ) ,  t h e  p e r f e c t  t e n s e s  (have + p a s t  

p a r t i c i p l e ,  o r  + p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  of c e r t a i n  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  of mot ion ,  

such a s  and come) and t h e  p a s s i v e  v o i c e  (be + p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e ) , n o n e  of 

which a r e  t r e a t e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  a s  s t a t e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h i s  

c h a p t e r ,  The f o l l o w i n g  i n s ~ a n c e s  c o n s i s t i n g  of ' b e  + p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e ' ,  

however, may h a r d l y  be regarded  a s  examples of t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e ,  u s u a l l y  

d e f i n e d  a s  cienoting "an a c t i o n  o r  an a c t i v i t y  a s  i n  p r o g r e s s " 8  o r  a s  imply ing  

7 ' ~ l ~ c  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ' 1 s  + &- + p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e '  i s  an i d i o m a t i c  
expr (  ; ion  i n  MI ' .  A (  t ort l ing t o  M u s t m o j n  (sp. SC., pp. 5 6 0 - 3 ) ,  i t  j s 
a  pecui i x i t y  o f  Mi' s y n t a x ,  n o t  a ~ t c s t e d  i n  017.  As y e t  t h e  o r i g i n  and 
primary cll;n-ac t c l r  o f  i t  have n o t  been m a d c  compl e t c . 1 ~  c l c a r .  



Gawnin 144-5 Rot11 h i s  worull~c and llis wnst  were  w o r t h i l y  smale ,  And --- 
a l l  Iiis f e t i r r c s  fo l i c i id_c ,  i n  L ~ ~ i r l ~  b a t  !:c 11adc; &lTjQ 1015-7 ;I S C I . .  . 
i s  tlrovy and dym, and dcd i n  h i t  Icyndc, B lo ,  b l u l ~ c r a n t l ~  and b la l i ,  - 
unblybc  t o  ne3e.  

I n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  ' f o 1 3 a n d e t  i s  n a t u r a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  b e i n g  governed 

The second i n s t a n c e ,  of c o u r s e ,  i s  c o n s t r u e d  w i t h  ' i s ' .  I n  t h e s e  two 

i n s t a n c e s  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  p l a c e d  i n  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  w i t h  an  

o r d i n a r y  a d j e c t i v e  a s  p r e d i c a t i v e  and seems t o  d e n o t e  a  s t a t e  o r  a  q u a l i t y .  

I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  seems t o  b e  a d j e c t i v a l  r a t h e r  than  v e r b a l  

i n  c h a r a c t e r .  

As a s u b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  a l s o  found ,  

though v e r y  i n f r e q u e n t l y ,  w i t h  c o p u l a s  o t h e r  t h a n  b e :  

Gavain 802 a t  =red o u t  of  papure  p u r e l y  h i t  semed; a. 1662-3 - --- p 
ho.:-:,e-euer b e  dede  t u r n e d  t o w r n s t ;  P u r i t y  1687 mony b i k  thy3e (= 
grew) J r y ? t  umbe h i s  l y r e .  

3 . 2  (2 )  O b j e c t i v e  P r e d i c a t i v e  

As a n  o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  u s u a l l y  found w i t h  

v e r b s  of p e r c e p t i o n ,  men ta l  a c t i o n ,  c a u s a t i o n ,  e t c .  I n  t h e  ~ a w a i n - p o e t ' s  

works t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  f a r  more f r e q u e n t  i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  t h a n  t h e  

p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e ,  w i t h  9 examples of t h e  former  and o n l y  one of  t h e  

l a t t e r .  The same i s  s a i d  of  ang gland's u s e  of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i n  -PPJ where  

t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  o c c u r s  1 8  t imes  and t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  7 t imes  a s  

an o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e .  The o n l y  example o f  t h e  p r c s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  t h a t  

seems t o  o c c u r  i n  tlle Gawain-poet i s :  



~t i s  e v i d e n t  from t h c  c o n t e x t  t h a t  tlle p a r t i c i p l e  l c s a n d c ~  r c f e r s  t o  t h e  

o b j e c t  of the K i u i t r  vel-11, no t  t o  i t s  s u b j e c t .  A f t e r  verbs o f  t h i s  k i n d ,  

t h e  p r e s e n t  participle competes w i t h  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e .  According t o  

~ u s t a t I O j a  , lo t h e  u s e  of t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  a s  an o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  

beg ins  i n  OE under Lilt i r l i i u e n c e  o f  L a t l i i ,  b u t  cvvn- v c l l  i:: ?E it is l e ss  c o m m o r !  

t han  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e .  I n  t h e  Gawnin-poet t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  i n  t h i s  

f u n c t i o n  i s  found o n l y  once a s  shown above,  i t s  p l a c e  u s u a l l y  b e i n g  t aken  

by t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  ( e . g .  -- P e a r l  879 A n o t e  f u l  nwe I h e r d e  hem w a r p e ) .  T h i s  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  Chap te r  111. 3 .2  ( 2 ) .  

As a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  used a s  an o b j e c t i v e  

p r e d i c a t i v e  i s  f a i r l y  common i n  t h e  Gawain-poet,  o c c u r r i n g  19 t imes  a f t e r  

v e r b s  of p e r c e p t i o n ,  mental  a c t i o n ,  c a u s a t i o n ,  e t c .  

Gawain 2341 h a l d e  ( = c o n s i d e r )  b e  w e l e q & ;  2. 648-9 A t  P i s  c a u s e  
be  kny3t  comlyche hade Inpe i n o r e  h a l f  of h i s  s c h e l d e  h i r  ymage 
depaynted ;  P e a r l  282 I trawed my p e r l e  d o n  o u t  of dawe3; P u r i t y  
459-60 c a r a y n e  h e  fyndez k a s t  up on a  c l y f f e .  

Other  examples:  Gawain 1760, 2167, 2393 (2  e x s . ) ;  Pearl 6 6 ,  179 
267, 385, 790-1,  871 ,  1032; P u r i t y  197 ,  281-2; P a t i e n c e  193 (2  e x s . ) .  

3.3 A t t r i b u t i v e  Use 

The a t t r i b u t i v e  u s e  of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  v e r y  common i n  t h e  Gawain- 

p o e t ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  abou t  151 examples ( i n c l u d i n g  one d o u b t f u l  example) 

i n  t h e  6 ,087 l i n e s .  T h i s  c o n s t i t u t e s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  31 p e r c e n t  of t h e  t o t a l  

of p a r t i c i p l e s  u s e d .  Of t h e  examples ,  76 a r e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e s  and 75 

a r e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e s .  I n  t h e  -- Gawain-poet,  t h e n ,  t h e  p r ( . s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  

and t h c  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  a r e  a lmos t  e q u a l l y  f r c q u e n t  i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n .  O f  



f r e q u e n t l y  used a s  an n t t r i b u t i v c .  By c o n t r a s t ,  i n  m, t h c r e  a r c  o n l y  

93 a t t r i b u t i v c  p a r t i c i p l e s  i n  t h e  7 ,242 l i n e s ,  of  which 20 a r c  p r e s e n t  

p a r t i c i p l e s  and 73 o r e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e s .  According t o  A .  S .  I r v i n e , l l  i n  

w y c l i f f e l s  o r i g i n a l  E n g l i s h  w r i t i n g s ,  t h e  a t t r i b u t i v c  u s e  of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  

i s  n o t  common and t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  more f r e q u e n t  i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  

than t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e .  Of t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  used a t t r i b u t i v e l y  

i n  ME, Einenlcel ( S t r e i f z i i g e  d u r c h  d i e  M i t t e l e n g l i s c h e  S y n t a x ,  p .  274) s a y s :  

Au a t t r i b u t i v e r  Verwendung i s t  d a s  neue P a r t .  P r a e s .  gewiss  e r s t  
s e h r  s p a t  gekomrnen. Bei  Chaucer f i n d e t  e s  s i c h  noch s e l t e n . 1 2  

As compared w i t h  t h e  above-mentioned s t a t e m e n t s ,  i t  i s  no tewor thy  t h a t  i n  

the  Gawain-poet t h e  a t t r i b u t i v e  u s e  of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  of t h e  

p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e ,  i s  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t .  

The a t t r i b u t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  u s u a l l y  p l a c e d  b e f o r e  i t s  head word,  

i n  which c a s e  t h e  a d j e c t i v a l  c h a r a c t e r  i s  p rominen t .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  i t  

f u n c t i o n s  a s  an  o r d i n a r y  a d j e c t i v e .  I n  t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  works 135 

p a r t i c i p l e s  (73 p r e s e n t  and 62 p a s t )  o c c u r  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  To g i v e  a  

few examples:  

P r e s e n t  P a r t i c i p l e :  Gawain 679 A lowande l e d e r ;  P e a r l  70 be d e m a n d e  

9 --- 
-- 

g l o r y ;  P u r i t y  382 e  r 0 3  raynande  r y g ,  be rayliandc ~ m e ~ ;  P a t i e n c e  
445 b e  --- dawande d a y ;  e t c .  

P a s t  P a r t i c i p l e :  Gawain 2412 myn honoured l a d y e z ;  P e a r l  77 A s  b o r n y s t  -- 
s y l u c r ;  P u r i t y  330 pjwcddecl wyf; -- P a t i e n c e  246 Tpat schendcd shyp;  e t c .  --- 

The a t t r i b u t i v c  u s e  o f  ; h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  ma in ly  r e s t r i c t e d  i n  E n g l i s h  

l l ' " ~ h c  P a r t i c i p l e  i n  W y c l i f f e  wit11 S p e c i a l  R c f c r c n c c  t o  His O r i g i n a l  
E n g l i s h  Work:, ," IJniv(srs i ty  -( '-Exas Ti1111 ( > t i n :  C 1 1 d i  PC; inEyJ-i':h, IX ( 1 9 2 9 ) ,  
PP. 23-4. 



i n t r a n s i t i v e  vcl -bs ,  c lnssc t l  a s  tile so - ca l  1 cstl I I K I ~ , ~ ~  i v c  v i > r b s 1  a1 :;c occtir 

i n  t h i s  Func t ion ,  a s  i n  ModE: - t r a v c l  - - -_ . 1 t , d  pc.rson, a  f a l l  cn angc l  , t h e  

r i s e n  s u n ,  a  withcyl-cd f l o w c r ,  e t c .  I n  t h c  Gawai~l-poct  I have found - 
e i g h t  p o s s i b l e  examples of t h i s  type  ( i n c l u d i n g  one example placed a f t e r  

i t s  head word):  

Gawain 2 2  I11 I.:\)ny turned tymc; I\,. 305 h i s  b r e s c d  b r o 3 e z ;  B. 1740 
Hir bryucn f a c e  ( a l s o  --- P u r i Q  298) ; P u r i t v  367 Mony c l l i s t e r e d  
clowde ( a l s o  i n  951) ;  - I b .  115 l ~ i s  f a d e r  for loyne14 ( = h i s  e r r i n g  
f a t h e r )  . . . f eched  hem wyth s t r e n b e ;  P a t i e n c e  - 196 --- doted  wrech.  

The one example which d e s e r v e s  t o  b e  mentioned i s :  

P e a r l  461-2 Ry3t s o  i s  vch  a  k r y s t e n  sawle  A h n g a n d e  lym t o  be -- 
Mayster of myste (=A limb b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  Master  o i  s p i r i t u a l  
m y s t e r i e s ) .  

I n  t h i s  i n s t a n c e  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  which we would n a t u r a l l y  e x p e c t  

a f t e r  i t s  head word ( c f .  P u r i t y  1096 a l l e  b a t  longed t o  l u p e r  f u l  l o d l y  

h e  h a t e d )  i s  found b e f o r e  i t ,  p robab ly  because  o f  t h e  needs  o f  t h e  m e t r e .  

Th i s  may, t h e r e f o r e ,  be regarded  a s  an example o f  t h e  a d v e r b i a l  use  o f  t h e  

a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  ( c f .  3 .  4 ( 1 ) )  r a t h e r  than  a s  an a t t r i b u t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e .  

The a t t r i b u t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  p laced  a f t e r  i t s  head 

word. I have found 4 p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e s  and 1 3  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e s  used 

a t t r i b u t i v e l y  a f t e r  t h e i r  head word. On c l o s e r  examina t ion ,  most o f  them 

seem t o  b e  placml  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  by t h e  demands of t h e  rhyme, m e t r e ,  and 

a l l i t e r a t i o n  a s  might  have been expec ted  i n  t h e  poems examined. Of t h e  

17 examples 5  occur  i n  rhyme: 

13vcrbs  d e n o t i n g  a p a s s i n g  from one p l a c e  o r  s t a t e  t o  a n o t h e r  ( c f .  
Zandvoor t , 9. Gt. , p .  4 8 )  . 

14cf. -0KJ s . v .  F o r l o i n ,  v .  I .  11. i n t r .  ( = T o  s t r a y ,  c r r ) .  



Other  examples :  Gawnin 1368;  P e a r l  1012.  

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n s t a n c e s  t h e  word-order  ' s u b s t a n t i v e  + p a r t i c i p l e '  

may b e  due  t o  a l l i t e r a t i o n ,  namely,  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Gawnin-poet does  n o t  

p l a c e  t h e  a l l i t e r a t e d  word i n  t h e  f i n a l  p o s i t i o n :  

Gawain 633 Gawan watz  f o r  gode knawen, and a s  g o l d e  p u r e d ;  P u r i t y  
33 Forby hy3 n o t  t o  heven i n  h a t e r e z  t o t o r n g ;  J&. 1134 And polysed 
a l s  p l a y n  a s  parchmen schaven.  

The word-order  ' s u b s t a n t i v e  + p a r t i c i p l e '  i n  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  examples 

may depend t o  some e x t e n t  on t h e  demands of t h e  m e t r e  o r  rhythm,  o r  may b e  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i s  h a b i t  of  o f t e n  p l a c i n g  t h e  a t t r i b u t i v e  a d j e c t i v e  a f t e r  

i t s  head word,  a s  i n :  P u r i t y  4 combraunce huge ;  Gawain 288 bvs  g i s e r n e  

r y c h e ;  e t c .  

Gawain 800 So mony pynak le  p a y n t e t  wa tz  poudred a y q u e r e ;  P u r i t y  
1758 Segges  s l e p a n d e  were  s l a ) ? . d ;  2. 554 As b e  b e r y l  b o r n y s t  byllouez 
b e  c l e n e .  

Other  examples:  Gawain 1512; P e a r l  926; P u r i t y  41 ,  838,  1155.  

3.4 A p p o s i t i v e  Use 

As a l r e a d y  s t a t e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of S e c t i o n  3 ,  a  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  

used a p p o s i t i v e l y  when " t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  between t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  and i t s  

p r i n c i p a l  i s  s o  l o o s e  t h a t  t h e  two seem t o  c o n s t i t u t e  two independen t  i d e a s . "  

According t o  Ca l l away ,15  t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  h a s  t h r e e  c h i e f  u s e s :  

1. The A d j e c t i v a l ,  i n  which i t  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a Dependent A d j e c t i v a l  

( R e l a t i v e )  c l a u s e ,  and d e n o t e s  e i t h e r  an  a c t i o n  o r  a s t a t e ;  
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2. Thc  A d v c ~ l ~ j a l  , i n  wl l i  c11 i t  i s  eq~ ; ivn lc9n t  l o  . I  D i ~ p e n J c ~ ~ t  Aciverhi a1 c l ; l u s c ,  

and dcno tc:, t i n w  , I ~ I ~ ~ I L ~ ~ L  , mc.,lns , i ti . ; 
3 .  The C o - o r d i n a t e ,  i n  which i t  i s  r q u i v a l c n t  t o  an  Indcpendcn t  c l a l ~ s e ,  

and e i t h e r  d e n o t e s  an  accompanying c i r c u m s t a n c e  o r  r e p e a t s  t h e  i d e a  of  

t h e  p r i n c i p a l  v e r b .  

He f u r t h e r  d i v i d e s  t h e  a d v e r b i a l  u s e  i n t o  s i x  s u b c l a s s e s :  I .  Modal 

( a .  Planner, b .  Means), 2 .  Temporal ,  3 .  C a u s a l ,  4. F i n a l ,  5. C o n c e s s i v e ,  

6. C o n d i t i o n a l .  What we s h z u l d  n o t e  i s  t h a t  h e  r e l i e s  e n t i r e l y  upon t h e  

c o n t e x t u a l  meaning of  each c a s e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  s e t  up h i s  minute  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  

T h i s  k ind  of  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  however,  o f t e n  t e n d s  t o  b e  s u b j e c t i v e ,  depend- 

i n g  upon t h e  r e a d e r ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  c o n t e x t .  As a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  

most examples of  t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  admi t  of more than  one i n t e r -  

p r e t a t i o n ,  w i t h  one s h a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  o t h e r .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  c o - o r d i n a t e  

u s e  of t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  r::ay be  mole a d e q u a t e l y  d i s c u s s e d  under  i t s  

a d v e r b i a l  u s e ,  s i n c e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Cal laway i t  d e n o t r s  e i t h e r  an  accompanying 

c i r c u m s t a n c e  o r  r e p e a t s  t h e  i d e a  of t h e  p r i n c i p a l  v e r b .  I n  f a c t ,  Cal laway 16  

h i m s e l f  seems t o  t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  c o - o r d i n a t e  u s e  i s  a d v e r b i a l .  Such b e i n g  

t h e  c a s e ,  t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  c a n  b e  l a r g e l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e  f o l l o w -  

i n g  two u s e s  which a r e  more o r  l e s s  d i s t i n c t :  (1 )  t h e  a d j e c t i v a l  u s e ,  i n  

which tile p a r t i c i p l e  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a  dependen t  a d j e c t i v a l  ( r e l a t i v e )  

c l a u s e  ( e . g .  P u r i t y  1389 a t  wa tz  a  p a l a y c e  o f  pryde passande a l l e  o b e r ;  P 
Gawain 2320 Neuer syn  P a t  he  watz burne  b o r n e  of  h i s  moder) and (2 )  t h e  

a d v e r b i a l  u s e ,  i n  which i t  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a  dependent a d v e r b i a l  c l a u s e ,  

and d e n o t e s  t i m e ,  manner, means, a t t e n d a n t  c i r c u m s t a r  e ,  e t c .  ( e . 8 .  P z ~ t i e n c c  

16%. G., p p .  144-9.  



p a r t i c i p l e  becomes q u i t e  common, p o s s i b l y  suppor ted  by t h e  p a r a l l e l  French 

and L a t i n  u s a g e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  r o l e  of  Zoreign i n f l u e n c e  i s  sometimes 

exaggcra  tcd"  . l7 I n  t h e  Gclwnin p o e t  t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  u s e  of tlle p a r t i c i p l e  

is t h e  most common of  a l l  t h e  u s e s  of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e .  Of t h e  491 examples 

of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e ,  259 o r  52.7 pe r  c e n t  a r e  used a p p o s i t i v e l y ,  of which 79  

a r e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e s  and 180 p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e s .  Much t h e  same i s  s a i d  

of   ang gland's u s e  of  t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  i n  El. About 50 p e r  c e n t  

o r  149 examples of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  a r e  a p p o s i t i v e ,  of which 67 a r e  p r e s e n t  

p a r t i c i p l e s  and 82 p ,  ; t  p a r t i c i p l e s .  These  s t a t i s t i c s  from Gawain-poet and 

Langland seem t o  a g r e e  w i t h  K o z i o l ' s  s t a t e r e n t  t h a t  t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  p a s t  

p a r t i c i p l e  i s  q u i  e  common i n  ME a l l i t e r a t i v e  p o e t r y .  1 8  

3.4 (1)  The A d j e c t i v a l  Use 

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet  t h e  a d j e c t i v a l  u s e  o f  t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  

o c c u r s  f a r  more f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  

p a r t i c i p l e ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  130 of t h e  former  compared w i t h  14 of t h e  l a t t e r .  

The same s o r t  of  t h i n g  a p p l i e s  t o  L a n g l a n d ' s  u s e  of t h e  a d j e c t i v a l  a p p o s i t i v e  

p a r t i c i p l e  i n  -- Pol  - i n  which 44 a r c  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e s  and 16 a r e  p r e s e n t  

p a r t i c i p l e s .  I n  W y c l i f f e ' s  o r i g i n a l  E n g l i s h  w r i t i n g s  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  

o c c u r s  a l m o s t  t w i c e  a s  o f t e n  i n  t l i i s  u s e  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e .  1 9  

1 7 9 .  ,it., p .  555. 

8~:r t lndzi i6c  tlcr S y n t a x  tlcr M i t  t e l en f : l  i s c h c n  St:ibrcimdi c h t r ~ n g c n ,  pp. 
110-11.  

I 9 ~ i - .  A .  S .  I r v i n r ,  9. s., pp. 26-7 .  



Cal laway20 p o i n t s  ouL t l ~ a t  t h c  rise oT, t h c  prcscl l .  p n r l i c i p l c  a s  an  

p a s t  ~ a r t i c i p l c  i n  t l ~ i s  f u n c t i o n  i s  p robab ly  of  n a t i v e  o r i g i n .  

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet  t h e  a d j e c t i v a l  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  a lmost  

always accompanied by an o b j e c t  o r  a d j u n c t :  

Examples o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  (13 e x s . ) :  Gawain 268-9 1 h a v e  a  
hauberghe a t  i ~ u m e . .  .dnd a s c h a r p  s p c r c ,  s c h i n a n d e  ' s ry3 t ;  Purity 293 
p L n n e  i n  wor lde  wa tz  a wy3e wonyande on l y u e ;  IJ. 1535 Non ober  
forme b o t  a  f u s t  f n y l a n d e  be  w r y s t e ,  Pared on b e  p a r g e t ,  p u r t r a y e d  
l e t t r e s .  

Other  examples:  Gawain 305,  857,  1818;  P e a r l  446,  700,  1039-40; 
P u r i t y  592,  783,  1389,  1410,  1482.  

Examples of  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  (130 e x s . ) :  P a t i e n c e  386 Do dryue  
o u t  a d e c r e ,  demed of my s e l u e , l ;  P e a r l  978 l a u n c e 3  s o  l u f l y  l e u e d ;  
Gawain 159 vpon s i l k  bordes  b a r r e d  f u l  r y c h e ;  a. 2242 And pou knowez 
b e  couen:;untez k e s t  vus  bytwene; e t c .  

Very i n f r e q t l e n t l y  t h i s  t y p e  of a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  connec ted  

w i t h  i t s  head word by t h e  c o n j u n c t i o n  &. 

i n  t h e  Gawain-poet:  

P u r i - t y  144 I n  on s o  r a t t e d  a  r o b e  and -- 
Burnes . .  . ser \ ,ed  pc rwyth ,  L y f t e  l o g g e s  

Only two examples of t h i s  o c c u r  

r e n t  a t  p e  s y d e z ;  B. 1405-7 - 
p e r o v e r  and 011 l o f t e  c o r v e n .  

Th i s  p r a c t i c e  may b e  e x p l a i n e d  a s  o c c u r r i n g  b e c a u s e  of t h e  l o o s e n e s s  of  

t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  between t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  and i t s  head word. 

T h e r e  i s  one p o s s i b l e  i n s t a n c e  i n  which t h e  a d j e c t i v a l  a p p o s i t i v e  

p a r t i c i p l e  i s  n o t  accompanied by an o b j e c t  o r  a d j u n c t .  

P e a r l  700 F o r  non lyuande  t o  b e  i s  j u s t y f y e t  (=no one l i v i n g  i s  -- 
j u s t i f i e d  b e f o r e  t h e e )  . 

3.4 (2)  The A d v e r b i a l  Use 

I n  t h e  Gnwain-poet ' s  works I have fo~lncl abou t  115 npposi  t i v e  pa r  t i c  i p l e s  
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w l ~ i c l l  sccm t o  hc c~cluivnlc~nt t o  a dc'pcntl(,n t ntlvc.rhial clause. of  t i m c ,  ni,lnncr, , 

a t t c n d n n i  circ:~r:::;t=ii~ces, t t c .  O f  t?~;:; ricirhcr, 56  are prcsc r i t  ; > c r t i c i ; ~ l c s  

and 49  a r c  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e s .  T l ~ r ~ s  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  used marc. 

f r e q x e n t l y  i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  than  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e .  The same i s  t r u e  of 

 ang gland's u s e  of  t h e  a d v e r b i a l  a p p o s i t i v e  participle i n  - PPl  ( t h c  p r e s e n t  

p a r t i c i p l e ,  51 ;  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i l e ,  3 8 ) .  

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet  t h e  a d v e r b i a l  nppos i t - ive  p a r t i c i p l e ,  i n  113 

i n s t a n c e s  o u t  of  1 1 5 ,  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  main s e n t e n c e  and ,  of  

t h e  113 i n s t a n c e s  t h u s  w e d ,  89 t a k e  t h e  p o s t - p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  

v e r b .  A few i n s t a n c e s  a r e  g i v e n  below: 

Gawain 972 e  a l d e r  he h a y l s e s ,  h e l d a n d e  f u l  lowe; P u r i t y  445 H i t  P s a 3 t l e d  on a  s o f t e  day sykande t o  grounde;  ~ a t i e n c e 1 6 9 p e n n e  
b i spe l t e  b e  s p a l t e s t ,  d i s p a v r e d  we1 n e r e ;  G a w ~ i n  1151 ~ e r ' d r o f  i n  
b e  d a l e ,  -- d o 3 - ~ ! ?  f o r  d r e d e ;  e t c .  

According t o  Mus tano ja ,  "When a  p a r t i c i p l e  o c c u r s  a p p o s i t i v e l y  

a f t e r  s h o r t  f i l i i t e  v e r b s  which have l o s t  t h e i r  emphasis and c o l o u r  th rough  

f r e q u e n t  u s e ,  such  a s  come, f a l l ,  g, l i e ,  s i t ,  and s t a n d ,  t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  

t e n d s  t o  become t h e  c a r r i e r  of t h e  main v e r b a l  i d e a ,  w h i l e  t h e  f i n i t e  

v e r b  t e n d s  t o  become reduced  i n t o  a  mere a u x i l i a r y " .  21 I n  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  

t h i s  t y p e  of  e x p r e s s i o n  i s  n o t  v e r y  common, o c c u r r i n g  s i x  t imes  a f t e r  

s, *, and s t a n d :  

Examples of t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  ( 4  e x s . ) :  Gawain 1898 Renaud com 
r i c h c h a n d e ;  B. 1 7 5 7 Y e  l a d y  l u f l i c h  com l a 3 a n d e  s w e t e ;  I b .  2266 
As h i t  corn ~ l y d a n c l e  adoun;  P a t i e n c e  457-8 be  gome.. .Lys l o l t r n n d e  -- 
p e r - i n n e .  C f .  - PP1 V I I I .  62 I went wide-where walkyng myn o n t .  

Examples of t l ~ e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  (2 c x s . ) :  Gawnin 1195 y e  l e d e  l a y  
lurkct l  a f u l  longe  q u y l c ;  E. 2334-5 b a t  d o 3 t y . .  . s  tondez Ar in t  J ,  f u l  
a 3 l e z .  

Of tlic 113 a d v e r b ,  a 1  a p p o s i t i v e  participles which r e f e r  t o  t h e  



su l> jcc t  of  tlie main s c n t c n c c ,  214 talc(; tlic p r r - p o s i t i o n  i n  r c l n t i o n  t o  tlic 

Examplcs of t h e  p r e s c n t  p n r t i c i ! ) l e  (16 c x s . )  : Cawnin 1595 And 1lc 
3 a r r a n d e  iiy~n 3el t lc ;  I'uri t y  715 81 s y l \ , ~ n c l c  l l i  sayclc; P , ; t i c n c ?  126  
s o l b e r a n r l ~  he  r o r t t c s ;  P t n r 1  111-2 Swnnf:c>antle - - swctc  pc  w a t e r  con 
swepe Wyth a rownandc r o u r d c .  

Othr r examples:  Cnwain 2222, 731, 1068,  1212,  1796,  2126; P c a r l  1018,  
1175;  P u r i t y  953-6,  1691; P i ~ t i c n c e  433.  

Examples of t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  ( 8  exs  .) : Gariain 729 Ncr Slay11 wyth 
p e  s l e t e  he  s l c p e d  i n  h i s  yrmes;  P e a r l  228-9 - P s  i n  p e r l e ,  p a t  p r e c i o s  
pyce On wyper h a l f  w a t e r  corn d o u n  be  s c h o r e ;  P u r i t y  1673 pou,  remucd 
f r o  monnes s u n e s ,  on mor most  a b i d e .  

Other  examples :  Gawain 714; P e a r l  629; 1193;  P u r i t y  750,  1208. 

Only v e r y  i n f r e q u e n t l y  i s  t h e  a d v e r b i a l  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  co- 

o r d i n a t e d  w i ~ h  t h e  main s e n t e n c e  by t h e  c o n j u n c t i o n  -a&. Three  examples 

a r e  found i n  Cnwain-poet:  

P e a r l  484-6 y o u  cowbe3 neuer  God nauper  p l e s e  n e  p r a y , .  ..And quen 
mad on b e  f y r s t  day!  (== .ide quccn on t h e  f i r s t  d a y ) 2 2 ;  P I V - i t v  929-31 
f y n e  pou n e v e r ,  ... And a y  g o o n e ;  Gawdin 2180-1 H i t  had? 
a ho?3 on b,  e n J  371 O - I  avp63: ;~rd:, '1.1 i m.vc2rgrnwn w i t h  g r e e s e  i ~ .  
$ lodes  aywhere. 

So f a r  I have d i s c u s s e d  t h e  a d v e r b i a l  a p p o s f t i v e  F a r t i c i p l e s  which 

r e f e r  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  main s e n t e n c e .  There  a r e ,  

i n s t a l i c e s  ir! t h e  Gawain-poet;  i n  which t h i s  i.s n o t  t h e  

Gawain 830-1 A l l e  hasperl i.n h i s  h e x  wede t o  h a l l e  --- 
P u r i t y  296  And a y  glydandc: w y t h  h i s  God llis g r a c e  

however,  two 

pay hym wonnen; 
watz be  more. 

I n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e  t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  f i n i t e  

v e r b  and i n  t h e  second i t  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  dependen t  p o s s e s s i v e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  

t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  f i n i t e  v c r b .  With r e g a r d  t o  t h i s  t y : e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

Trnlca s a y s ,  "The s u b j e c t  of  t h e  a b s o l u t e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  of  Lc,n 



r e f e r c ~ i ~ c  c l e a r " .  " AS shown a b o v c ~ ,  t l l is c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  c s t r c m c l y  r a r e  

in t h e  worlts of t h e  Gnwain-poct. By c o n t r a s t ,  i t  oc. l l r s  a s  o f t e n  a s  9  

t imes  i n  z. 24  

I n  ModE t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  which i s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  an 

a d v e r b i a l  c l a u s c  i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  preceded by a  c o n j u n c t i o n ,  a s  i n :  While 

r e a d i n g  I f e l l  a s l e e p  (q .  Zandvoor t ) ;  For  l o v e r s  h o u r s  a r e  long ,  thor~,qh 

seeming r;hor t ( S h a k e s p e a r e ,  Venus and Adonis 842) . I n  t h e  Gawnin-poe t ' s 

works ,  however,  i s  found no i s t a n c e  of t y p e  ' C o n j u n c t i o n  + P a r t i c i p l e ' .  

T h i s  t y p e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  seems t o  make i t s  f i r s t  appearance  i n  t h e  1 6 t h  

c e n t u r y .  
2 5 

3.5 A b s o l u t e  P a r t i c i p l e  

The a b s o l u t e  p a r t i c i p l e  h a s  been one of  t h e  much-debated problems 

of  E n g l i s h  s y n t a x .  Today i t  i s  g e n e r a l l y  agreed26  t h a t  t h e  a b s o l u t e  

p a r t i c i p l e ,  n c t  v e r y  f r e q u e n t  i n  O E ,  s p p e a r s  a s  t h e  d a t i v e  a b s o l u t e  i n  

230n t h e  Syn tax  of  t h e  E n g l i s h  Verb from Caxton t o  Dryden, p. 89 .  

Z4see P r o l .  205-6 (2 e s s . ) ;  I V .  129-30 (2 e x s . ) ,  145 ;  X I .  297 -8 ;  
X V I I I .  297-8;  X I X .  152-4 ( 2  e x s . ) .  

2 5 0 .  P .  Rhyne,  "Conjunct ion + P a r t i c i l e  Group i n  E n g l i s h , "  



~ i d d l e  and Modern l l n g l i s l ~ " , ~ '  tlle c o n s L r u c t i o n ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  n n n - c x i s t t n t ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  p o e t r y  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p e r i o d  (1150-1350) of MI:, became f r e q u e n t  

i n  t h e  second p e r i o d  (1350-1500).  As r e g a r d s  t h e  c a s e  c l  t l le  a b s o l u t e  

~ j a r t i c i p l e  which changed i t s  form from d a t i v e  t o  nomina t ive  i n  M E ,  Ross 

conc ludes  t h a t  i t s  change "began t o  t a k e  p l a c e  b e f o r e  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  

t h i r t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  and was f i n a l l y  e f f e c t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  second q u a r t e r  of 

t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y " .  28 It  must b e  remembered, however,  t h a t ,  owing t o  

t h e  c o a l e s c e n c e  of t h e  d a t i v e  w i t h  t h e  n o m i n a t i v e  i n  e a r l y  ME, t h e  o n l y  

i n s t a n c e  i n  which we can  c l e a r l y  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  a b s o l u t e  

p a r t i c i p l e  i n  ME o c c u r s  when t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  used w i t h  a  pronoun a s  

s u b j e c t .  With thesi: f a c t s  i n  mind, we can  now examine i n s t a n c e s  of t h e  

a b s o l u t e  p a r t i c i p l e  i n  t h e  works of t h e  Gawain-poet .  A s  f a r  a s  my 

o b s e r v a t i o n  g o e s ,  abou t  27 examples of  t h e  a b s o l u t e  p a r t i c i p l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

a r e  found i n  t h e  G a v a i n - p o e t ' s  works ,  which c o n t a i n  33 p a r t i c i p l e s .  

I n c i d e n t a l l y  I have  found n i n e  examples i n  P P ~ . ~ ~  According t o  A .  S .  I r v i n e ,  3 0  

i n  W y c l i f f e 1  s o r i g i n a l  E n g l i s h  w r i t i n g s  ( 1  ,?!+0 pages)  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  15  

271n PMLA, V I I I  (1893) ,  pp. 260-1. 

2 5 ) ~ n  h i s  above-mmt ioncd  a r t i c l e  (p .  2 5 5 ) ,  Ross remarks  t h a t  o n l y  
t h r e e  examples occur  i n  (13-text) ,  b u t  i n  r e a l i t y  a s  many a s  n i n e  
examples a r e  found: X I .  297 -8 ;  XV.  222-3;  X V T I .  212; X I X .  161-2;  XX.  341; 
XII. 288-9; X I V .  231-2; XIX. 163;  X I I I .  278-80.  I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e  t h e r e  i s  
no ment ion 01 t h c  ~ : : ~ w : ~ i n - p o e t ' s  u s e  of t h e  a b s o l u t c  p a r t i c i p l e .  



Gawnin-poet l a v o u r s  t h e  a b s o l u t c  p n r t i c i p l c  t o  some d c g r e e .  T11c n o t c -  
CC_ 

a b s o l u t e  p a r t i c i p l e ,  s i n c e  t l i c re  a r e  o n l y  f i v e  i n s t a n c e s  compared w i t h  28 

of t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e .  The exnlnplcs quoted below w i l l  r e q u i r e  l i t t l e  

Examples w i t h  t h e  p r e s e n t  y n r t i c i p l c :  G w n i n  450 a s  pou h a t 3  h e t t e  
i n  b i s  h . i l l e ,  he rande  b;sc l i n y ? ~ e ~ 3 1 ;  P a t i c , n c ~  251 y e  f o l k  3 c t  
ha ldande  h i s  fe, b e  f y s h  hym tyd  h e n t e s .  

Other  examples:  Gawain 866-8;  P u r i t y  1405.  

Examples w i t h  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e :  P e a r l  433-4 ' C o r t a y s e  Quen ' ,  
benne s a p d e  p a t  gaye ,  kne lande  t o  grou-  ' e ,  f o l d e  v p  h y r  f a c e 3 l ;  
Gawain 72-5 When bay had waschen worbyly  pay wenten t o  s e t e ,  

%!l b e s t  b u r n e  au a b o f ,  a s  h i t  b e s t  semed, 'When (=Queen) Guenore, - 
gay.- _graybed i n  b e  myddes, Dressed on b e  d e r e  d e s ,  dubbed a1 a b o u t e .  

Other  examples:  Gawain 210-12 (2  e x s . ) ,  600,  888-93 (4  e x s . ) ,  1233,  
1733-41; P e z r l  1035-6;  P u r i t y  8321-2;  P a t i e n c e  473-5. 

Doubt fu l  examples32:  Gawain 187-8;  P e a r l  203-4; P u r i t y  1072;  1389-92. 

I n  t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  t h e  a b s o l u t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  connec ted  w i t h  t h e  

r e s t  of  t h e  s e n t e n c e  by ' a n d ' .  The a b s o l u t e  p h r a s e  may t h e r e b y  be  obscured .  

But  t h i s  p i - a c t i c e  i s  s a i d  t o  b e  v e r y  common i n  NE.33 

311n thost :  two i n s t a n c e s  t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  p r c c e d c s  i t s  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t ,  
owing p r o b a b l y  t o  t h e  needs  of  t h e  rhyme ( i n  --- Pe;l>L 434) and t o  a l l i t e r a t i o n  
( i n  Gawain 450) .  

3 2 ~ h o s e  i n s t a n c e s  may b e  e x p l a i n e d  a s  o c c u r r i n g  th rough  t h e  mere 
omiss ion  of  t h e  c o p u l a  l,e found i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  s e n t e n c e ,  a s  i n :  P u r i  t y  
1072 Bat much c l e n e r  watz h i r  c o r s e ,  Cod Kynned b e r i n n e .  

3 3 ~ .  H .  Ross ,  9. G., p. 262. I have found t h r e e  examples t h u s  
used i n  - PP1 ( X I I .  288-9;  X I V .  231.-2; X I X .  1 6 3 ) .  



PririQ 1402-4 Str1ro1c.n Lr~rmpcn s t r r ~ l i c  s t c v c n  i n  1131 1 c ,  Aywll(~rc~ by  - -- 
wotJes wrns tc,n k r a k k ~ s ,  And 1 ~ ~ 0 ~ 1 ~  b ; ~ n c r c s  bcrl>i  blrrsn:~ndr o f  go1 d .  

Other  examples:  P u r i t y  1387-8;  Gnwain 1359-61.  

There  a r e  a l s o  i n s t a n c e s  i n  which tlle p o s t  p a r t - i c i p i e  may b ~  u s ~ d  

a s  a  p r e p o s i t i o n :  

P u r i t y  356-7 S c h a l  no f l e s c l i  upon f o l d r  by fonden on l y v e ,  Or1tt3ken 
yow a 3 t  i n  p i s  a r k  s t a u e d ;  2. 1512-3 And of my reme be  r y c l i e s t  t o  
r y d e  wyth myselven,  O ~ ~ t t n k c n  b a r e  two. 

OED e x p l a i n s  t h i s  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  u s e  of ' o u t t a l i e n '  a s  f o l l o w s :  - 
O r i g i n a l l y  used i n  concord w i t h  a  s b .  o r  pron.  i n  t h e  a b s o l u t e  c a s e  
( = L a t i n  a b l a t i v e  a b s o l u t e ) ,  e . g .  e x c e p t 3  siia rnZitre, PIE ' h i s  moder o u t -  
t a k e n ' ,  ' o u t - t a k e n  h i s  moder ' .  Both  t h e s e  o r d e r s  were i n  u s e ,  b u t  
t h e  l a t e r  was t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  one ;  and t h e  p o s i t i o n  and e f f e c t  of  a  
p a r t i c i p l e  b e i n g  e q u i v a l e n t  t;) t h o s e  of a  p r e p o s i t i o n ,  i t  became a t  
l e n g t h  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n .  . 
A s  may a l r e a d y  have been n o t i c e d ,  i n  t h e  works of t h e  Gawain-poet 

a l l  t h e  a b s o l u t e  p a r t i c i p l e s  b u t  one a r e  found w i t h  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e s  whose 

c a s e  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  t e l l .  The one e x c < ,  :ion ( P u r i t y  357) i s  t h e  

p r e p o s i t i o n a l  u s e  of t h e  a b s o l u t e  p a r t i c i p l e  w i t h  t h e  pronoun i n  t h e  o b l i q u e  

c a s e .  T h i s  c a n n o t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h e  an  example of t h e  d a t i v e  a b s o l u t e  

s i n c c  t h i s  pronoun i s  fo l lowed  by  t h e  a t t r i b u t i v e  p h r a s e .  I n  m, however, 

t h e r e  i s  one  example i n  which t h e  pronominal  s u b j e c t  of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  

i n  t h e  o b l i q u e  c a s e :  

(XI11 278-80) As i n  a p a r a i l l e  and i n  p o r t e  proude amonges t h e  p e p l e ,  
Otherwyse t h a n  h e  h a t h  wyth h e r t e  o r  s y 3 t c  shewynge; Ilym w i l l y n g e  
t h a t  a l l e  men wende h ~ .  were  t h a t  h e  i s  nou3 te .  

Thiz i s  c l e a r l y  a retnnant of t h e  o l d  d a t i v e  a b s o l u t e  and t h e  o n l y  i n s t a n c e  

t h ~ t t  o c c u r s  i n  PP1 ( E - t e x t ) .  T h i s  may i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  a b s o l u t e  c a s e  

had n o t  changed permanent ly  from d a t i v e  t o  nomina t ive  b e f o r e  t h e  c l o s e  

of t h c  1 4 ~ 1 1  c e n t u r y .  Need less  t o  s a y ,  tllc c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  pronoun 

i n  t h e  obl  j q r ~ e  c a s e  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  i n  PE. Chaucer  crnployed ~ 1 1 e  nomina t ive  

a b s o l u t e  (e . ; : .  'I'C 1. 309-10 e, t h i s  i n  b l a c k ,  l i l t i n g  t o  T r o i l u ? ,  O ' e r  



i n  m. 
The a b s o l u t c  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  o f t e n  i n t r o d t ~ c e d  by t h c  p r e p o s i t i o n  

w i t h .  T h i s  i n t r o d u c t o r y  p r e p o s i t i o n  i s  " t h e  s i g n  of  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  
C_ 

p r i n c i p a l  Mustanoja s a y s ,  "Even a s  c a r l y  a s  O E ,  an a b s o l u t e  con-  

s t r u c t i o n  i s  n o t  infrequently i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  * ( w i t h ) ,  -- and 

i n  ME t h i s  i s  f a i r l y  comrno~~". 35 I have found 11 examples ( w i t h  14  p a r t i c i p l e s )  

i n  t h e  Gawain-poet .  A l l  of them a r e  found w i t h  t h e  p ~ s t  p a r t i c i p l e .  

P u r i t y  987 B t h  l y q t - l o v e z  v p l y f  t e  pay loved hym swype; P a t i e n c e  
197-202 A 1  b l y s n a n d e  whyt wa t3  h i r  beau b i y s ,  . . .With l a p p e ?  l a r g e ,  ... Dubbed w i t h  d o u b l e  p e r l e  and d y ? t e .  

Other  examples:  Gawain 187-9,  21s -20 ,  574-7,  744-5,  1 3 6 6 - t ;  P u r i t v  
38 ,  643; P a t i e n c e  237-9,  753-5. 

Very r a r e l y ,  however,  t h e  a b s o l u t e  p h r a s e  w i t h  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  a l s o  

i n t r o d u c e d  by  w i t h o u t  , 5 ( = b e f o r e )  , and &. Only f o u r  e-  nmples occur  i n  

t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  works:  

Gawain 315 F o r  a 1  d a r e s  f o r  d r e d e  w i t h o u t e  d y n t  schewed; a. 2333 I -- 
ha• ’  a  s t r o k e  i n  P i s  s t e d  w i t h o u t  s t r y f  h e n t ;  2. 2277 And bou ,  e r  any 
h:.rme h e n t ,  a r 3 e z  i n  h e r t ;  P u r i t y  1131 And h e  may po lyce  hym a t  b e  
p r e s t ,  by penance t a k e n .  

Such c o n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t h e s e  a r e  by no means common i n  ModE. 

4.  Tense  and Voice  

I n  ModE t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  o f t e n  u s e s  t h e  compound forms t o  d e n o t e  

t h e  p a s t  t ime-sphere  and t h e  p a s s i v e  v o i c e .  But t h e  same canno t  be s a i d  

3 5 ~ .  s., p p .  116-7.  I n c j  d e n t a l  1  y  t l l i s  i n t r o d u c t o r y  p r c p o s i t i o n  i s  
a l s o  iorrntl w i t h  n o n - p a r t i c i  p i < r l  p h r a s e ,  a s  i n  Pcnr l  18 1 Wyth yxn o1)c.n and 
mor~th 1 1 1 1  c l  o:; I s t o d  n s  llandc a s  hawk i n  ha11c.  - 



p a r t i c i  p l v ,  d ( ' n o l i  11:: t lir, p a s t  t i  ~iic-:.l,llc~rc~ ( c .  g. I1;lvi ( io l l c~ j  :;"id t11ct 

p a s s i v e  v o i c e  (c,. g .  b e i n g  donc )  , a r e  f u l l y  "devclopcd a s  late a s  1 1 1 ~ 3  1 6 t h  

c e n t u r y  owing t o  t l ~ c  imi tc l t ion  of t h c  L a t i n  const ruct ion: ;" .  36 1 n  f a c t ,  

o n l y  t h c  s i m p l e  fo rms ,  i . c .  t h e  p r e s e n t  participle and t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  

occur  i n  t h e  Cawain-poct  and h i s  c o n t e r n p o r a r i t , ~ ,  no compound forms of t h e  

p a r t i c i p l e  h e i n g  found.  A s  t o  t h e  compound p a r t i c i p l e ,  d e n o t i n g  t h e  p a s t  

t i m e - s p h e r e ,  Trnlta q u o t e s  i t s  e a r l y  example from P.  S idney  Arcad ia  197: 

For hav ing  q u i t e  l o s t  t h e  way of n o b l e n e s ,  he s t r a v e  t o  c l i m e  t o  t h e  l ic- 'zht  

of t e r r i b l e n e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  B i e s e ' s  s t u d y  of t h i s  t y p e  of  compound p a r t i c i p l e  

i n  t h e  works of  Shakespc - e  and h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  c l e a r l y  shows t h a t  t h i s  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  "seems t o  have made i t s  e n t r y  i n t o  E n y l i s h  i n  t h e  midd le  of 

t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  b u t  does  n o t  seem t o  havc become more commonly used u n t i l  

t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of  t h e  c e n t u r y .  1137 

Concern ing  t h e  p a s s i v e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  of t h e  compound t y p e ,  

Mustacoja  s t a t <  t h a t  i t  b e g i n s  t o  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  1 5 t h  c e n t u r y ,  and c i t e s  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  example: by means whereof he  b e i n g  s o r c  f e b e l e d  and d e b r u s e d ,  

now f a l l e  t o  g r e e t  age  and p o v e r t y  ( E l l i s  L e t t e r s  I1 i 96 [1422]). 3 8 

36B. - c i t . ,  p. 93. 

3 7 ~ .  M. B i c s e ,  Notes on !-he Compound P n r t i c i . n l c  i n  t h e  Works 0 4  
Sli;-lltcspeare and h i s  contemporaries, pp. 1 6 - 7 .  

3 8 9 .  - c i t . ,  p .  549. 



5, Summary 
, 

Wliat liar, b t c n  d i s c a s s ~ ~ c !  i n  tl!i s c ! l ~ ~ ~ t c r  w i  1 1  l ~ e  snnnnnri.zcd a s  

f o l l o w s  : 

1. I n  t h e  Gawain-poet ' s  works (6 ,087 l i n ~ s )  t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  used a s  a  

v e r b a l  a d j c c t i v c  i s  q u i t c  frequent, o c c u r r i n g  a lmos t  twice  a s  o f t e n  a s  

i n  PP1 (7 ,242  l i n e s ) .  Of t h e  492 examples found i n  tlle --- Gawain-poet ,  - 164 

a r e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e s  and 328 a r e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e s .  Thus t h e  p a s t  

p a r t i c i p l e  i s  t w i c e  a s  f r e q u e n t  a s  t h e  p r e s i . ~ i t  p a r t i c i p l e .  

2 .  The form of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet  i s  c l e a r l y  c h a r a c t e ~ - i s t i c  

of t h e  N o r t h e r n  and Nor th  Midland d i a l e c t s .  T h a t  i s ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  

normal ly  ends  i n  - ande ,  w h i l e  -= a s  a  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  end ing  i s  

e x t r e m e l y  r a r e ,  occur r ' l ig  o n l y  f o u r  t i m e s .  Of t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  e n d i n g ,  

-en  - ( i n  t h e  c a s e  of  s t r o n g  v e r b s )  and -& ( i n  t h e  c a s e  of  weak v e r b s )  

a r e  r e g u l a r  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet .  The o l d  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  p r e f i x  2- ( <OE 

gg- )  o c c u r s  o n l y  once.  

3 .  (1 )  The s u b s t - a n t i v a l  use  of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  o c c u r s  o n l y  s i x  t i m e s ,  a l l  

of which a r e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e s .  

(2) A s  a s u b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  found o n l y  

t w i c e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet and i s  p l a c e d  i n  j u x t a p o s i t i o n  w i t h  a  p r e d i c a t i v e  

a d j e c t i v e .  ? , ~ e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  i s  al : .o v e r y  r a r e l y  found 

a f t e r  s e e m ,  turn, and thy?e  (=grew).  

As an o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  o c c u r s  o n l y  o n c e ,  

w h i l e  t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  f a i r l y  common a f t e r  v e r b s  of p e r c e p t i o n ,  

men ta l  a c t i o n ,  c a u s a t i o n ,  e t c .  

(3 )  The a t t r i h u t i v e  u s e  of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  q u i t c  common i n  t h c  G a m i n -  

p o e t ,  b o t h  t h e  p r e s c n t  and t h e  pas t  p a r t i c i p l e  bctinr; a l m o s t  e q u a l l y  f r e q u e n t .  

I n  p < i r t i  c u l a r ,  tllc C:;iwain-poet's f r e q u e n t  u s e  of t h e  p r e s c n t  p a r t i c i p l e  i n  
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t h i s  f r inc t ion  i s  worlli n o l i n g  i n  v i c v  of t h c  f a c t  t l i a t  t h c ~  a t t r i h u t  i v c  u s c  
I 

of  the p r e s e n i  t l ' l ~  L i c i p l c  i b  n o t  a t  ;;? 1 CD;:IT-R i n  I i i  s con!  c.nipclr.11-i c's .  B c s i d e s .  

t h e  prescnL p a r t i c i p l e  i s  most f rc .quent ly  u : r d  i n  tlle a t t s i l ~ u t i v e  f u n c t i o n .  

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet t h c  n t t r i h u t i v e  pa r  t i c  i p l c  i s  normal l y  p laced  

b e f o r e  i t s  head word. O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  howcver,  i t  i s  p laced  a f t e r  i t s  head 

word,  owing p robab ly  t o  t h e  demands of t h e  rhyme, metre, and a l l i t e r a t i o n .  

( 4 )  The a p p o s i t i v e  u s e  of t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  by i a r  t h e  most com:uon i n  

t h e  Gawain-poet .  The a d j e c t i v a l  u s e  of t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  more 

common than  i t s  a d v e r b i a l  u s e .  What i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  h e r e  i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  

former u s e  t h c  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  f a r  more f r e q u e n t  th,in t h e  p r e s e n t  

p a r t i c i p l e ,  w h i l e  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  more common t h a n  

t h e  p a s t  p a r t i c i p l e .  I n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  c a s e s  (113  o u t  of 115) t h e  a d v e r b i a l  

a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  f i n i t e  v e r b  and o c c u r s  

a l l  b u t  24 o u t  of 113  t imes  a f t e r ,  r a t h e r  t b l n  b e f o r e ,  t h e  f i n i t e  v e r b .  The 

a d v e r b i a l  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i c i p l e  which d o e s  n o t  r e f e r  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  

f i n i t e  v e r b  i s  e x t r e m e l y  r a r e ,  o c c u r r i n g  o n l y  t w i c e .  

I n  b o t h  t h e  a d j e c t i v a l  and a d v e r b i a l  u s e s  of t h e  a p p o s i t i v e  p a r t i -  

c i p l e  t h e  p a r t i c i p i a l  p h r a s e  i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  connec ted  w i t h  i t s  head word 

o r  t h e  main s e n t e n c e  by t h e  con j l  ~ ~ c t i o n  &, t h e  i n s e r t i o n  of which may 

t a k e  p l a c e  e i t h t r  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of m e t r e  o r  on accoun t  of t h e  l ~ o s e n e s s  

of t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  between t h e  p a r t i c i p l e  and i t s  head word. T h i s  p r a c t i c e  

i s  a l s o  common i n  XPL. 

(5)  The a b s o l u t e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  f r e q u e n t  i n  t h e  &!~nin- 

p o c t .  I n  t h i s  u s e  t h e  p a s t  participle, i s  f a r  more common t h a n  t h e  p r e s e n t  

p a r t i c i p l e .  Neithc'r t h e  nomina t ive  a l ~ s o l u t c  o r  t l ~ c  d a t i v e  a b s o l u t e  o c c u r s  

i n  ~ l l c .  Cawnitl-poct s i n c c  a11 huL one n b s o l ~ ~ t c ~  p n r t j c i p l  c a r c  found w i t 1 1  t h c  

s ~ t h s t n n t i v e : ;  wl~oscl c a s e  i t  i s  i ~ n p o s s i b l e  t o  t e l l .  T l ~ e  one c x c c p t i o n  i s  



t h e  prepc i t i o n s  w i t  11, w i  t l l o ~ ~ t  ., -- e r  (-1)eforc) , and h y  ; I r e  n o t  i n f r e q r l e n t l y  

found i n  t h e  Gnvain-poet .  T h i s  type of a b s o l u t e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  n o t  common 

i n  ModE e x c e p t  whcn used a f t e r  w i t h .  

4 .  The compound forms of  tlle p a r t i c i p l e ,  d e n o t i n g  t h e  p a s t  t i rne-sphcre  

and t h e  p a s s i v e  v o i c e  can  n o t  b e  found i n  t h e  works of  t h e  Gawain-poet and 

h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  
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1. I n t r o d u c t o r y  Remarks 

The ' g e r u n d '  may be  viewed i n  t l l i s  c h a p t e r  a s :  t h e  & form wliich 

i s  d e r i v e d  f rom a  v e r b  and f u n c t i o n s  a s  a s u b s t a n t i v e .  

As no tcd  i n  OED (s. V .  -ing'), t h e  most n o t a b l e  development of t h e  

gerrlntl i s  i t s  a c n u i s i t i o n  of  c e r t a i n  v e r b a l  p r o p e r t i e s .  In o t h e r  words ,  tlie 

gcr~int l  was o r i g i n a l l y  n mcrc v e r b a l  s u b s t n n t i v e  end ing  i n  -ing ( o r  -2ng) 

w i t h  n o  vc1-bal c11, l l - , lc tcr is t ics .  S u b s e q u e n t l y  i t s  v e r b a l  n a t u r e  beta s 



p r e s s e s  Lcnsc a i d  voice by I I I C ~ ; I I I S  (>I. i l l ( >  c ~ ~ i i p ~ u ~ i d  f-or11i:i. 011 Llie ori?: i i i  ~f 

t h e  ve rb , i l  n a t u r c  o f  t h c  g e r u n d ,  howevcr ,  t h c r c  i s  much d i v e r g e n c e  of 

problems o f  E n g l i s h  v e r b  s y n t a x .  A f t e r  g i v i n g  u s e f u l  s u r v e y s  of  e a r l i e r  

v i ews  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t l ic  v e r b a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  g e r u n d ,  FIus tanoja  

' t h e  v e r b a l  n a t u r e  o r  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  g e r u n d '  f o r  ' t h e  g e r u n d ' ) :  

... t h e  f i r s t  s p o r a d i c  s i g n s  o f  t h e  g e r u n d i a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  noun 
i n  -ing a p p e a r  i n  l a t e  OE. They a r e  s l a v i s h  i m i t a t i o n s  o f  L a t i n  
g e r u n d s ,  b u t  t h e y  d o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e  noun i n  -ing i s  a t  l e a s t  
c a o a b l e  o f  a c q u i r i n g  v e r b a l  p r o p e r t i e s .  The r i s e  of  t h e  gerund 
seems t o  t a k e  p l a c e  e s s e n t i z l l y  w i t h i n  t h e  hfE p e r i o d .  The i n f l u e n c e  
o f  t h e  OF g 6 r o n d i f  seems t o  p l a y  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p -  
ment  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  g e r u n d . .  . . One s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n t r i b u t o r y  f a c t o r  
i s  o b v i o u s l y  t h e  a n a l o g y  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e ,  and 

1 
To m e n t i o n  a  few: G. 0. Curme assumes  t h a t  t h e  v e r b a l  n a t u r e  o f  

t h e  g e r u n d  i s  a  n a t i v e  deve lopmen t  f r o m  t h e  Old E n g l i s h  v e r b a l  noun i n  -- 
(-a) w i t h o u t  any  f o r e i g n  h e l p  ( " H i s t o r y  of  t h e  E n g l i s h  Gerund,"  E n g l i s c h e  
S t u d i e n ,  XLV ( 1 9 1 2 ) ,  348-80 and "The Gerund i n  Old E n g l i s h  and German," 
A n g l i a ,  XXXVIII ( 1 9 1 4 ) ,  4 9 1 - 9 8 ) ;  E i n e n k e l  seems t o  h o l d  t h a t  i t  i s  l a r g e l y  
d u e  t o  Anglo-Normap i n f l u e n c e  upon E n g l i s h  s y n t a x  ("Die En twick lung  d e s  
e n g l i s c h e n  Gerundiums,"  A n g l i a ,  X X X V I I I  ( 1 9 1 4 ) ,  1 - 7 6 ) ;  Langenhove c o n c l u d e s ,  
a f t e r  a  r e m a r k a b l y  d e t a i l e d  s t u d y  o f  t h e  p h o n o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  
development o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  g e r u n d ,  t h a t  t h e  v e r b a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  gerund 
... "owe? i t s  e x i s t e n c e  t o  a  d o u b l e  c o n f u s i o n :  ( a )  of  t h c  i n f l e c t e d  and 
u n i n f l e c t c d  i n f i n i t i v e s ,  a s  i t s  fo rm i s  t h e  i n f l e c t e d  one  w i t h o u t  t h e  
p r e p o s i t i o n  2; ( b )  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  -2 and t h e  v e r b a l  noun i n  -a, 
b o t h  words  h a v i n g  i n  t h e  spoken l a n g u a g e  t h e  same fo rm,  o f t e n  t h e  same 
meaning ,  sometimes t h e  same c o n s t r u c t i o n "  (On t h e  O r i g i n  o f  t h e  Gerund i n  - 
E n g l i s h :  Phonolo:,~7, p .  1 3 2 ) ;  M .  C a l l a w a y ,  Jr .  c o n t e n d s  t l l z t  i t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  -- 
d u e  t o  L a t i n  i n f l u e n c e  and f o r  s e v e r a l  r e a s o n s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  
t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  and t h e  F r e n c h  g e r u n d i a l - p a r t i c i p i a l  conc r u c t i o n s  
("Concerning  t h e  o r j g i n  o f  t h e  ge rund  i n  E n g l i s h , "  S t u d i e s  i n  R n v l i s h  
P h i l o l o x :  a  M c c c l l a n y  i n  Honor o f  F .  K l a e b e r ,  1929 ,  pp.  32 -49) .  F o r  --- 
o t h e r  v iews s e e  J .  L .  A r m s  t r o n g ,  "Tlle Gerund i n  N i  n c t c e n i h - C e n t u r y  Engl i s h , "  
PMLA, V I L  ( 1 8 9 2 ) ,  200-11;  OED s .  v .  -ai; W .  v a n  d e r  G a a f ,  "l 'hc Gerund - -- 
P r e c e d e d  by  t h c  Co~nnion C a s e , "  I:ni_:lish S i u d i t ~ s ,  X ( 1 9 2 8 ) ,  pp. 33-41 and 
65-72;  I:. T r n k a ,  211 t h e  S y n t . ~ x  o f  t h e  1:n;r;lish Verh from C s x t o n  t o  D r y d i q ,  
p .  9 2 ;  e t c .  



As i s  a p p a r e n t  from bius t r ~ n o j  a ' s  rcmcirlts , t h e  deve l  npmcn t of t l l c  v c r b a l  

n a t u r e  of t h e  gerund from i t s  OE v e r b a l  s u b s t c l n t i v c  jn -& i s  n v e r y  com- 

p l i c a t e d  p r o c e s s  i n v o l v i n g  v a r i o u s  f a c t o r s .  

TO sum u;>, t h e  r i s e  of t h e  'modern '  g e r u n d ,  o r  t h e  gerund w i t h  c e r t a i n  

v e r b a l  properties seems t o  t a k e  p l a c e  e s s e n t i a l l y  w i t h i n  t h c  PIE p e r i o d ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y . 3  Here i t  must  b e  rcmemhered t h a t  t h e  works 

of  t h e  Gawain-poet w i t h  which we a r e  concerned  were  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  second 

h a l f  of t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y .  

I n  t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  works t h e  gerund i s  n o t  v e r y  common, o c c u r r i n g  

123 t imes  i n  a l l  t h e  6 ,087  l i n e s ,  a s  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  t h e  366 t imes  i t  

o c c u r s  i n  a l l  t h e  7 ,242 l i n e s  of -...- PP1. I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  

u s e  of t h e  ge rund ,  which i n c l u d e s  b o t h  i t s  s u b s t a n t i v a l  and v e r b a l  n a t u r e ,  

my m a t e r i a l  w i l l ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of  conven ience  and c l a r i t y ,  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  

u. : e r  two d i f f e r e n t  head iugs :  (1) S u b s t a n t i v a l  F u n c t i o n  and Na ture  and 

( 2 )  Verba l  N a t u r e .  B e f o r e  go ing  i n t o  d e t a i l s ,  however,  we s h a l l  f i r s t  

o b s e r v e  t h e  forms oT t h e  gerund.  

2 .  Form 

According t o  -0E ( s .  v .  -a'), i n  OE the more u s u a l  form was -%, 

b u t  - i n g  -. was a l s o  f r e q u e n t .  I n  e a r l y  M E ,  -ung -- r a p i d l y  d i e d  o u t ,  b e i n g  

2 ~ u s t a n o j a ,  M i d d l e  Eng l i sh  S y n t a x ,  p .  572 .  

3 ~ l . r i c ~ .  -- , p .  5G9; Curmc, G.  0 .  " l I i s t o r y  o r  t h e  E n g l i s h  Gcrund," 
1Xn;;l i s c l i e  S t u d  ican X L V  (1912) , p .  353. 

--Y 



'In tlicl works of t h e  Gawain-pact tile gcrund i n  i t s  123  instances 

( 1 1  exs  .) and -ande ( 1  e x . )  . I n  Bl-, on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  tlie gcrund 

a p p e a r s  a s :  -ynge ( p l .  -yngcs)  (200 cxs  .) , -yng (123 exs  .) , -infi(e) (11 

e x s . )  and -ende ( 1  e x . ) .  As e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  - m ( e )  ( i . e .  a  s c r i b a l  v a r i a n t  

of -ing) i s  f i r ] - l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  b o t h  i n  t h e  -- Cawain-poet  and Langland.  Thus 

a s  f a r  as t h e  Gawain-poi't  i s  concerned ,  t h e  gerund e n d i n g  -= i s  s t r o n g l y  

c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  t h e  normal p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  end ing  -ande (Cf .  Chap te r  

1 . 2 .  Form),  s o  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  no b o r d e r l i n e  c a s e s  i n  which i t  

i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e c i d e  whether  a g i v e n  -yng form i s  e i t h e r  a p r e s e n t  

p a r t i c i p l e  o r  gerund.  The noteworthy f a c t ,  however,  i s  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p i a l  

s u f f i x e s  - i n d e ,  --;, -ande occur  o c c a s i o n a l l y  a s  t h e  g e r u n d i a l  s u f f i x e s  

i n  same ME p robab ly  owing t o  a  f u n c t i o n a l  c o n f u s i o n  between t h e  

v e r b a l  s u b s t a n t i v e  i n  -ing and t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e .  I have come a c r o s s  

one d o u b t f u l  i n s t a n c e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet and one c l e a r  example i n  E L :  

P u r i t y  751 What i f  b r e t t y  bryoande5 b e  b r a d  i n  jon  t a u n e z ;  

4 ~ e e  Few, W .  P . ,  "Verbal  Nouns i n  - i n d e  -- i n  ME and t h e  P a r t i c i p i a l  
-iz S u f f i x , "  ~ a r v a r d  S t u d i e s  and Notes  i n P h i l o l o 5 : y  and L i t e r a t u r e ,  V 
(i896), p p .  269-76.  Ile i i n d s  examples of t h e  gerund end ing  i n  - i n d e ,  - ende ,  
-andc i n  t h c  f o l l o w i n g  t e x t s :  Old E n g l i s h  Homi l i e s  of t h e  Twelrh C e n t u r y  
( Z x s . ) ,  The L i f e  of S a i n t  K a t h e r i n e  --- ( 2  e x s . ) ,  S a i n t  Marhere tg  (1 e x . ) ,  
Ancrcne R i w l  e  ( 1  e x . ) ,  Dcbnte of t h e  Body and Sou l  ( 1  e x . ) ,  The N c t r i c a l  -- 
C l i ~ - o n ; ~ . l e  of  Rober t  -- of G l o ~ ~ c e s t e r  ( 1  e x . ) ,  Ayenb i te  of Inwyt (14 e x ~ . ) ,  
and T r e v i a ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  of I l igden '  s z o l  ycl i ronicon ( 1  e x . ) .  

5 ~ h i s  example may b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v a l  u s e  of Lhe p re -  
s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  ( c i .  tI. K o z i o l ,  Grundzii;:e d r ~ r  S y n t a x  d c r  M i  1 t c l  e n z l  iscllcan p 

S t i 1 1  L C - I ,  I .  1 )  . Cf. 1'PL X .  431.  There a r c n  wi t t y  and w c l  - --..--- 
1 i i ~ l ~ y n ! ; ~ ~  ;IC l i <  r wc.rl<c.s hcn ylirltldc.. - 



PI'] V I I I .  80-2 litlo-so.. . i s  t r u s  t y  o r  l l i s  t -a i  l rnt lr6 tnLctll but 
P 

h i s  ownc. 
I 

3. S u b s t a n t i v a l  F u n c t i o n  and Natu3-e 

A s  a l r e a d y  remarked,  t h e  gerund was once f e l t  t o  be  c .  i l y  a s u b s t m -  

t i v e .  Accord ing ly  i t  may p o s s e s s  a l l  t h e  s y n t a c t i c a l  f u n c t i o n s  of a >,ub- 

s t a n t i v e :  ( 1 )  t h e  gerund may f u n c t i o n  a s :  n s u b j e c t ,  p r e d i c a t i v e ,  o r  

o b j e c t  of  a  f i n i t e  v e r b ,  an o b j e c t  of a  p r e p o s i t i o n ,  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  i n  

a p p o s i t i o n  t o  any one of t h e  p r e c e d i n g ,  and an a t t r i b u t i v e ;  ( 2 )  i n  t h e s e  

f u n c t i o n s  t h e  gerund can form a  p l u r a l  and a  g e n i t i v e ,  and t a k e  v a r i o u s  

a d j u n c t s ,  such  a s  a r t i c l e s ,  a d j e c t i v e s ,  s d h s t a n t i v e s  o r  pronouns i n  t h e  

g e n i t i v e  o r  i n  t h e  common c a s e ,  and p o s s e s s i v e  and i n d e f i n i t e  pronouns .  

It can a l s o  e n t e r  i n t ~  compounds. These  s u b s t a n t i v a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  

w i l l  b e  r e f e r i e d  t o  s e p a r a t e l y  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s .  

3.1 S u b s t a n t i v a l  F u n c t i o n  

3 .1(1)  As a  S u b j e c t :  

I n  t h e  works of Gawain-poet t h e r e  a r e ,  i n  a l l ,  24 i n s t a n c e s  

of  t h i s  u s e .  They a r e  found m o s t l y  w i t h  v a r i o u s  a d j u n c t s  ( a )  and r a r e l y  

w i t h o u t  them ( b ) .  

( a )  Gawain 323 I rabel ,  by heuen,  byn aslcyng i s  n y s ;  P e a r l  1180 _A 
longeyng he\;. me s t r o k  i n  swone; P u r i t y  408 no s p r n ~ . ~ ~ v ~  
awayled;  Pclri t y  578-9 Bot non nuyez liym.. .As h a r l o t t r y  u n h o s t ,  
h c b y n ~  o f  s e l v c r ,  .7  

6 ~ l < e a t  ( 2 1 0 i ; : , n r y )  comments t h a t  i t  i s  "a f a l s e  form f o r  t a i  l y n ; ; ~ , ,  -- 
by c o n f u s i o n  of t11c s b .  end ing  -ynge w i t h  t h e  p r e s .  p t .  s u f f i x  -endc.Iv 

71>ropcr ly ,  ; - 0  i s  compared w i t h  t h e  s u h j c ~ c t  liy means o f  3. 



O t l l r r  exalnplcs: C;iwain 191 ,  i l q ,  1017;  13c,nrl 452,  7 5 4 8 ,  1049; 
P u r i t y  751,  1101-2 ( 2  c x s . ) ,  1362; J ' a l i c~ncc~  53.  - -  

(h) Cnwnin 853 p a t  b r o j t  llym t o  a  b r y l t  b o u r n e ,  b c r  hcddyn;; v a t ~  
n o b l e ;  P e a r l  262 c r  mys Ilee mornynfi con1 ncuer  n e r e ;  Jll. 897 P FOL neuer  lesynb; .  . .Kc L~)wclieJ ller Luiigc i u r  no J y s  Lresse .  

I n  ModE t h e  gerund i s  o f t e n  used w i t h  t h e  fo rmal  o r  preparatory 

' i t '  ( e . g .  i t  i s  no good t a l k i n ; ;  t o  h i m ) ,  b u t  no examples of  t h i s  t y p e  

a r e  fou~lcl i n  Lile Gawain-puuL. I r i i r c q u e n ~ l y ,  iivwevcr, w e  do coilic a c r v s s  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p r e p a r a t o r y  ' t h e r e ' .  According t o  Mus tano ja ,  9 

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  t h c - r x ~ c -  . . - i n g  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  used i n  PIE f o r  t h e  

e x p r e s s i o n  of i n d e f i n i t e  agency.  I n  t h e  Gawain-poet  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

o c c u r s  o n l y  s i x  t imes  ( c f .  a l s o  s i x  t i m e s  i n  - PPI) ,  

Other  examples:  Gawain 1601-2 (2  e x s . ) ;  P u r i t y  1515. 

D e s p i t e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h e  examples j u s t  quo ted ,  t h e  i d i o m a t i c  

p h r a s e  ' t h e r e  i s  no -2g' never  a p p e a r s  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  though i t  i s  

re ,orded i n  ME and E l i z a b e t h a n s .  10 

3 .1(2)  A s  a  P r e d i c a t i v e :  

I n  ModE t h e  gerund i s  o f t e n  used i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  a s  i n :  H i s  c h i e f  

8 ~ t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g ,  an --group i s  t h e  1c .g ica l  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  
a b s o l u t e  p h r a s e .  

1 • ‹ J e s p c r s c l L  (M.E.G. V ,  8 .3 .4 )  h a s  i t s  e a r l i c s t  i n s t a n c e  from Ancrcne 
Riwlc ( c .  1230-50) :  12r\ 28 p e t  t e r  n i s  noj l  wiT)sit;l;i->;g (=there i s  no r e -  - - 
fus in) ; ) :  Wycl i f fc . ,  - Flat. 22 .23 t l r e re  i s  - n o  r y s y ~ ~ ; :  a j e i n .  



P u r i t y  489-50 i t  was be  s ,  n e  of  savy t  b a t  scnclc h c m  olirc 1,ol-dc, PC 
And bt S ~ I  { t l  yn!; oL' 11y11iscl: w j  ~ 1 t  s e l y  L c s L c ~ ;  r:,:i z c c ;  115 ?! i f  \<at;: 
a  wcnyl ,g vnwar b a t  w e l t  i n  h i s  mynde. C f .  PPI X 1 1 1 .  95 And h u t  i f  
t h e  f y r s t  l y n e  be l e s y n g  l c u e  me neuci  a f t e r .  

~ o t h  ge runds  a r e  used a s  s u b j e c t i v e  p r c d i c a t i v c s ,  w h i l e  no i n s t a n c e s  of 

o r  Langland.  C f .  Dryden, An Even ing ' s  Love 268 And t h i s  h o r s e p l a y  t h e y  

c a l l  ~ l - i . p _ ~ _ J .  7;s. 

11 

3 .1 (3)  As an O b j e c t :  

The u s e  of t h e  gerund a s  an  o b j e c t  i s  somewhat common i n  t h e  

Gawain-poet .  Twcn ty-one i n s t a n c e s  of  t h i s  a r e  found ,  n i n e  of  which ,  

s t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g ,  occur  a s  t h e  o b j e c t  o f  t h e  i n • ’  i n i  . ;\re w i t h  o r  w i t h o u t  

t o .  I n  most  c a s e s  t h e  gerund h a s  a  s t r o n g l y  s u b s t a n t i v a l  c h a r a c t e r  and ,  - 

a s  a  r e s u l t ,  appear?  w i t h  v a r i o u s  a t t r i b u t i v e  a d j u n c t s .  

Gawain 369-70 h e  . . . g  e f  hym Goddez b l e s s v n g ;  2. 1546 I wolde yowre 
wylnyng worche a t  my my3t; -1 244 Much longevng ha• ’  I f o r  be 
l a y n e d ;  2. 932 I s e  no bpgyng nawhere a b o u t e ;  P u r i t y  1504 He wayned 
hem a  warnyng; P a t i e n c e  418-9 We1 knew I . . . P y  longe  abydycg wyth l u r .  

Other  examples:  Gawain 1160,  1800,  2253,  2360-1;  P e a r l  558,  935; 
P u r i t y  378,  688 ,  921,  1625. 

Without  a d j u n c t s  : 

Gawain 492 he  3erned l e l p y n g  t o  h e r e ;  P e a r l  859 We b u r 3 o u t l y  hauen 
cnawyn:; %j_i 1794-6 Dcre Daryous. .  . s a ? t l y n  makes Wyth a l l  be  - 
barounz  Pc '~ - r - lho~~te ;  2. 764 Wylt bou . .  .menddyns - abyde;  - I b .  1150 Sone 
s o  be kyng f o r  l i i s  c a r e  c a r p i n g  my3t wynne. 



The now common p h r a s e  cannot  11c3lp - i n n  i s  n o t  found i n  t h e  G a ~ ~ a i n -  

poe t .  I t  a p p e a r s  much l a t e r .  O E D  h a s  examples from 1711 o n ,  w h i l e  

~ o d e r l i n d  q u o t c s  two s l i g l l t l y  e a r l i e r  esampl e s  from Dryden':,  p rose :  F a b l e s  

(da ted  1700) 206 you cou ld  n o t  h e l p  bes towing more t h a n  i s  c o n s i s t i n g  w i t h  

t h e  f o r t u n e  of a  p r i v a t e  man; L e t t e r s  ( d a t e d  1655-1700) 27 I cannot  h e l p  

h e a r i n g ,  t h a t  w h i t e  S t i c k s  change t h e i r  m a s t e r s .  12 

3.1(4)  As t h e  O b j e c t  o f  a  P r e p o s i t i o n :  

The gerund can be v e r y  f r e e l y  used w i t h  any p r e p o s i t i o n  e x c e p t  t o .  

T h i s  e n a b l e s  i t  t o  e x p r e s s  much f i n e r  s h a d e s  of meaning t h a n  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  

w i t h  i t s  s i n g l e  p r e p o s i t i o n  to, can .  A s  curme13 p u t s  i t ,  i t s  e x t e n s i v e  

development i n  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  g i v e s  E n g l i s h  one of i t s  most d i s t i n c t i v e  

f e a t u r e s  . 
The i n f r e q u e n c y  of t h e  gerund a f t e r  t o  may b e  a s c r i b e d  p a r t l y  t o  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  gerund was commonly used t o  e x p r e s s  purpose ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  OE,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  was s t i l l  more f r e q u e n t l y  used f o r  t h i s  

purpose.14 The same e x p l a n a t i o n  seems t o  b e  t r u e  o f  t h e  Gawain-poet ' s  u s e  

of t h e  gerund s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  f o u r  i n s t a n c e s  a f t e r  to. 

1 3 1 1 ~ i i s t o r y  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  Gerund," EJI;;~ i s che  S t u d i c n ,  X L V  ( 1 9 1 2 ) ,  
p. 378.  

1 4 c f .  Curmc, I b i d . ,  p .  3 L O .  



f o r .  The  phenomenon i s  s o  f a m i l i a r  t h a t ,  w i t 1 1  a  f e w  c s c r p t i o n s ,  a h a r e  - 
enumerat ion of  examples w i l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  show combina t ions  of t h i s  

k ind  : 

a t  ( 1  e x . ) :  Gawain 1798 Now, d e r c ,  a t  b i s  dezcl- do  me p i s  e s e .  - 
( 1  e x . ) :  P a t i e n , - 2  213 He ossed  hyrn by VI.IVII;;C>S. 

f o r  ( 8  o x s . )  : P u r i t y  186 F o r  Plarryng of maryagez,  and mayntenaunce of 
schrewez;  Gawain 1334, 2367; P e a r l  1152; P u r i t y  183 ,  1225.  

I n  two c a L - s  o u t  of  e i g h t ,  ro_l o c c u r s  i n  t h e  meaning of ' f o r  f e a r  

o f ,  t o  p r e v e n t ,  a g a i n s t '  

Gawain 1333-4 en b r e k  pay be  b a l e ,  ... L y s t i l y  f o r  laucyng be  l e r e  of  P be k n o t ;  P u r i t y  739-40 I s c h a l  ... wythha lde  my honde f o r  h o r t y n g  on l e d e .  

i n  (24 e x s . ) :  Gawain 1182,  i n  slomer-rl_g he  s l o d e ;  Gawain 9 7 ,  540,  626,  - 
924,  1404,  1750,  1748,  1751,  2468; P e a r l  1208;  P u r i t y  3 ,  
239,  544,  710,  779,  1003,  1031,  1123,  1354,  1465,  1565;  
P a t i e n c e  30 ,  400. 

of (12 e x s . ) :  P u r i t y  971 Such a  3omerly 3arm of  ? e l l y n g  p e r  r y s e d ;  - - 
Cawain 917, 927,  1489,  1514; P e a r l  247,  450;  P u r i t y  4 6 ,  
887 ,  1060,  1611,  1803. 

on (2  e x s . ) :  Gawain 1102 On huntyng wyl I wende; zr.. 1143 bay c h a s t y s e d  - 
and c l i a r red  on chas;..ng b a t  went .  

R e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  t y p e  'A-hun tyng ' ,  Mustanoja  s a y s :  "The v e r b a l  

noun i n  -& (-zg) preceded by t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  on h a s  been used s i n c e  OE,  

... The p h r a s e  on -a becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y  common i n  ME...  The p r e p o s i t i o n  

o f t e n  o c c u r s  i n  a  weakened form (s and s) . .  . .The p h r a s e  i s  used p a r t i c u l a r l y  

a f t e r  v e r b s  of  mot ion t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  purpose  01. r e s u l  t o l  t h e  mot ion .  11 1 5 

I>()p. - -- c i t . ,  pp.  577-8.  



III. 48 we l lan n wyndowe :I w i r c l i y ~ q  w i l l  s i t t e n  v s  f u l  l i c igh ;  
X V I I .  115 And I iopc t h L  1;o;:cll c r s  x:nn s?:,:? b e  t!!erc tl1.c c21? lit!? 
an 1 1 c l v a .  

t o  (4 e x s . )  : P c a r l  11 54 My mane3 myn~:e Lq m:lddyng rnnl t e ;  Gavain 1433 - -- 
t o  b1'- r\,lldyng; M r l  791 -- t-o b e  wed t lyn~;  1'11rity 81 I t o  h i s  
bygj;yllg. 

Those &i;-forms a r c  s u b s t a n t i v a l  enough t o  b e  found a • ’  t e r  t o .  

( 1  e x . ) :  F u r 3  be c g ~ y n g  of Eve h e  c t e  of  an  npp1.e. 

w i t h  (15 e - s . ) :  P i ~ r i t y  1542 And he  wyth p l a t t y n g  hi  paumes d i s p l a y e s  - 
h i s  l e r s ;  Gawain 116 ,  543,  977,  1763,  1777,  1954,  1979,  
1982,  2120,  2460; P e a r l  8 0 ;  &i-+-y 172 ,  P a t i e n c e  2 ,  139.  

3 .1 (5 )  I n  A p p o s i t i o n :  

The gerund may b e  used a s  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  o b j e c t ,  o r  p r e d i c a t i v e  of 

a f i n i t e  v e r b ,  01 a s  t h e  o b j e c t  of a  p r e p o s i t i o n .  I t  would a l s o  b e  n a t u r a l ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  e x p e c t  i t  i n  a p p o s i t i o n  t o  any one of t h e  p r e c e d i n g .  I n  t h e  

Gawain-poet t h e r e  a r e  s i x  examples of  t h i s  u s e ,  f i v e  of  which o c c u r  i n  

a p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

Gawain ' ~ 7 1 - i  We1 bycomes s u c h  c r a f t  vpon C r i s t m ~ s s e ,  Laykyng of 
e n t e r l ~ : . l e s  t o  l a 3 e  and t o  syng ;  2. 2378 Lo! p e r  b e  f a l s s v n g ,  - - 7  

f o u l e  ~ . o t  h i t  f a l l e ! ;  P u r i t y  158-60 Depe i n  my doungoun p e r  doe1  
e v e r  d w e l l e z ,  Greving and ~ ( t ~ a  and Rryppyng h a r d e  of t e b e  t e n f u l l y  
t o g e d e r  . 

The r e m a i n i n g  example o c c u r s  i n  a p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  o b j e c t  of a  

p r e p o s i t i o n :  

Gawain 44-7 F o r  p e r  p e  r e s t  watz  i l y c h e  f u l  f i f t e n  d a y e s ,  With 
a l l  b e  mete  and p e  m i r t h e  p a t  men coube a v y s e ;  Such glaum and g l e  
g l o r i o u s  t o  h e r e ,  Dere dyn vpon d a y ,  daunsyng on n y 3 t e s .  

The gerund a s  an a t t r i b u t i v e  t o  s u b s t c l n t i v c s  i s  met w i t h  o n l y  

t w i c e  i n  t h e  Cawnin-poct:  



Gawain 2 6 7  For  hod T fot11ic1~~1 i n ,  f c r c  i n  f c ~ ~ y n g  w i s c ;  1 6  

Pearl S J  1 s l o d c ~  vpon a  s l c p y n ~ - s l n 3 t c .  

3.2 S u b s t a n t i v a l  N n t - u r e  

3 .2 (1 )  P l u r a l  of  a  Gerund: 

The gerund can form a  p l u r a l  a s  one of i t s  s u b s t a n t i v a l  c l ~ a r n c t e r s .  

F i v e  examples a r e  found i n  tllc Gawnin-poet. 

Gawain 1982 With f u l  c o l d e  sykyngcz;  P e a r l  935 I f  pou h a t z  oper  
b g y n e 3  s t o u t e ;  P a t i c n c c  213 He o s s ~  s hym by ~ n n ~ n ~ e s ; ~ ~  P u r i t y  
1611 Ilanyel of d e r n e  c o n i n ~ e s ;  2. 1803 And 3 c t  of lyli\rn;:~s on 
l o f t e  l e t t e d ,  I t rowe.  

The gerunds  w i t h  p l u r a l  end ings  have s o  c o m p l e t e l y  a c q u i r e d  a  

c o n c r e t e  o r  a b s t r a c t  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  t h a t  we c a n  h a r d l y  r e g a r d  them a s  

gerunds  and ,  i n  consequence,  t h e y  a r e  more o r  l e s s  de tached  from t h e  

v e r b s  from which t h e y  a r e  d e r i v e d .  But we may s p e ~ k  of a  gerund i n  s p i t e  

of  t h e  p l u r a l  form i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n  where t h e  v e r b a l  f o r c e  i s  

marked w i t h  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  an a d v e r b i a l  p h r a s e .  

PP1 11. 89 As i n  wcrkes and i n  wordes and wa i tvnges  w i t h  e i e s .  

3 .2(2)  G e n i t i v e  of a Gerund: 

T h i s  i s  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  l i k e  ' r e a d i n g  f o r  r e a d i n g ' s  s a k e ' .  On 

t h i s  k ind  of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  J e s p e r s e n  ccmnents :  "The g e n i t i v e  of a  gerund 

i s  n a t u ~ a l l y  r a r e ,  b c c a u s e  a s  a g e n e r a l  r u l c  o n l y  words d e n o t i n g  p e r s o n s  

a r e  used i n  t h e  g e n i t i v e .  I have  no examples e x c e p t  b e f o r e  sa!<e. 1 1  18 

1 6 0 ~ ~  - q u o t e s  t h i s  example a s  a s p e c i a l  combina t ion  meaning ' b a t t l e  
a r r a y  ' . 

1 7 ~ h e  o n l y  cxnmplc r e c o r d e d  i i i  -- OED ( < u n n e = t o  r e l a t e ,  t e l l ) .  



in tlic Cnwnin-poet. 111 tile C -  t e s t  of -- PPl  - . 11owcvcr , we ccmc a c r o s s  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  example: X S I .  360 A l y t t c l  i c h  o u c r - l c p  f o r  1csy11gc~s snlte.  
n 
X* 

i. r( This lnay be  a c a s e  i n  p o i n t ,  t h o r ~ g h  S k e a t  r e g a r d s  t l le  word 1csyn;;cs a s  3 

p l u ~  ; i l  i n  h i s  G l o s s a r y  t o  PPL. 

3.2(3) With t h e  I n d e f i n i t e  and t h e  D e f i n i t e  A r t i c l e :  

With t h e  i n d e f i n i : e  a r t i c l e  (2 e x s . ) :  

P u r i t y  921 Itou wale  be  n  wonnyng; 2. Ilk waynccl hem a  WarnjTnR. 

With t h e  d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l e  ( 1 1  exs  .) : 

Gawain 1134 Arayed f o r  b e  rydyng;  P a t i e n c e  53 What graybed me & 
g r y c h c h ~ n g  b o t  gralne more s e c h e ;  P u r i t y  172 And Lyued wytli  Qe 
lykyng . 
Other  i n s t a n c e s :  G;>wsin 1433,  2 ? h l ,  2378; P e a r l  791; P u r i t y  241,  
378,  490,  1102.  

3 .2 (4 )  With Ad j! c t i v e s  and Other  A t t r i b u t i v e  Adjunc t s :  

Examples of t h e s e  combina t ions  a r e  of  f r e q u e n t  o c c u r r e n c e  i n  t h e  

works of  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  a s  w i l l  b e  shown below. 

3 . 2 ( 4 ) ( a )  With  P o s s e s s i v e s  and G e n i t i v e s  ( 1 5  e x s . ) :  

Gawain 1404 i n  her  b u r d y n g  P u r i t y  887 
P e a r l  450 Bot vcho fayn  of obere?  ha fyng .  

Other  examples:  Gawain 191 ,  323,  370,  1546,  1800; P e a r l  452,  1049;  
P u r i t y  688,  811 ,  1 1 U 1 ,  1228,  1362. -- 

3.2(4)  (1)) With t h e  P e r i p h r a s t i c  S u b j e c t i v e  G e n i t i v e  w i t h  (9  cxs  .) : 

Cawain 2360-61 Now know I.. .be  
wa tz  ryngyng,  on r y 3 t ,  of r y c h  m e t a l l r s .  

Othcr  exampl-es: Gawain 1160,  1514,  1354,  2460; P u r i t y  241,  490,  1515. 



3.2(l t)  ( c )  l J i  L l l  Lhc P c r i  p1 l r ; l s~ ic  01,jcc;tivc Ccni t ivc, w i t 1 1  ( 1 2  c x s . )  : 

Other  examples :  G:lw;lin J I G ,  472,  924,  1601,  1751;  Pur iLy 159 ,  579,  
1354,  1565.  

3.2 (4) ( d )  IJ i  t h  Dcmo~ls tr;: t i v e  and I n d e f i n i t e  Pronouns ( 8  exs  .) : 

t h i s  ( 1 ) :  Gawain 1798 Now, d e r e ,  a t  j i s  d e p a r t y n g  do me P i s  e s e .  

such  an ( 1 ) :  Gawain 349 e r  such  an  askyng i s  heuened s o  hy3e i n  
your  s a l e .  

no ( o r  E )  ( 5 ) :  P e a r l  932 I s e  no byzyng nawhere a b o u t e ;  Gawain - 
2367 f o r  no wylyde werke,  g o  wowyng nauber ;  
Gawain 2253; P e a r l  262; P u r i t y  408.  

wich  ( 1 ) :  - P u r i t y  1060 Of wich be ryng  b a t  ho b e .  

3.2 ( 4 )  ( e )  With A d j e c t i v e s  (19 exs  . ) : 
The combina t ion  of ' a d j e c t i v e  + gerund '  o c c u r s  f a i r l y  f r e q u e n t l y ,  

namely 1 8  t i m e s  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet. 

Gawain 1763 With smobe smylyng and s m o l t ;  P a t i e n c e  400 i n  h i s  rrtylde -- 
amesyng he  mercy may fynde ;  P e a r l  8 0  Wyth schymeryng s c h e n e ;  - -- 
P a t i e n c e  115 H i t  wat3  a  j e n y n g  v ~ .  -- 

O t h e r  examples:  Gawain 917,  1017,  1602,  1748,  1750,  1982;  P e a r l  
244,  247,  935,  1180,  1208;  P u r i t y  751, 1611,  1625; P a t i e n c e  419.  

3 .2 (5 )  Compounds: 

L i k e  a  s u b s t a n t i v e ,  a  gerund may e n t e r  i n t o  compounds i n  v a r i o u s  

ways,  b u t  t h i s  t y p e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  n o t  common i n  t h e  Gawain-poet .  

Only f i v e  examples have come t o  hand.  

Examples w i t h  t h e  gerund a s  t h e  f i r s t  membcr of  a  compound (2  e x s  .) : 

G'lwnin 267 i n  r c 7 t y . n ~  wysc;  Pc,;trl 59 vpon a  s1cpyni ; -s la3tc .  C f .  
---7 - - -- 
V .  564 Treu t l l c s  t l w c . l l y i ~ ~ - p l a c e ;  XVI. 31 i n  h lowy~lg- t ime ;  c t c .  

A s  mentioned i n  3 . 1 ( 6 ) ,  t h e  -& form i s  used a t t r i b u t i v e l y  i n  t h e s e  c a s e s .  



Ilxnnipl c s  w i  t l i  t l lc gc r r~nd  a s  t llc I a s  L p a r t  of  n conipcv~ntl (4  cxs .) : 
, 

C n w ; l i n  1777 W i t 1 1  I r ~ f - l r ~ i m  a l v t  11e lavd Ilym hj.syclcx; Gnwnin '326-7 -- 
I hope b a t  niny hym l icre  Scli,ll l c r n c  o f  1111-tnll iyng; I'clnrl 1152 For  
l u f - l o n ~ y n g ;  I b .  754 yn angc.1-hauyng (=angel  i c  dcnwnnour) . (Cf .  
PP1 X I .  144 w y t l i o u t c ~  7 and bede-l,ytldyny,c; X I I .  282  i n  [) lode-sl iedyng; 
XIII. 451 i n  h i s  d e t h - d c y i n g c ;  c t c . )  

OED has  no r e c o r d  of t h e  above compounds e x c e p t  ' l u f - l o n g y n g ' ,  w l~osc  - 
e a r l i e s t  r e c o r d  i s  f rom a1300: Cursor  Mundi 24629 a r  l a i i  i n  mi P 
l u u e  l n n ~ i n g .  

I n  _IIPi, t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  examples i n  which t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  of a  

compound i s  an  adverb  t o  t h e  v e r b a l  i d e a :  

X .  462 a t  h e r  hennes-par tync-c ;  X I V .  141 i n  3owre he re -beyng ;  
X I V .  165 a f t e r  h e r  h e n n e ~ - ~ C ; G n ~ e .  

No such  examples a r e  found i n  t h i  Gawain-poet .  

4.  Verba l  N a t u r e  

A s  ment ioned more than  once ,  t h e  gerund was o r i g i n a l l y  a  v e r b a l  

s u b s t a n t i v e  w i t h  no v e r b a l  p r o p e r t i e s .  I n  t h e  c o u r s e  of  t i m e ,  however,  

t h e  v e r b a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  gerund becomes prominent  w h i l e  f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  

a  s u b s t a n t i v e .  T h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  i t  b e g i n s  t o  t a k e  an  a c c u s a t i v e  o b j e c t ,  

a  p r e d i c a t i v e ,  and a d v e r b i a l  a d j u n c t s ,  and t o  show t e n s e  and v o i c e  by 

means o f  t h e  compound forms.  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  i t  comes t o  have a  s u b j e c t  of  

i t s  own l i k e  a  v e r b .  The v e r b a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  gerund i s  s a i d ,  however,  t o  

b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o n l y  d u r i n g  t h e  ME p e r i o d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y ,  

though i t s  assumpt ion  o f  t e n s e  and v o i c e  forms d e v e l o p s  s t i l l  l a t e r .  By 

i n q u i r i n g  i n t o  t h e  above-mentioned f a c t s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  we w i l l  s e e  t o  what 

e x t e n t  t h e  v e r b a l  n a t u r e  o r  f u n c t i o n  of t h e  gerund was developed i n  t h e  

Gawain-poet .  For  c o ~ n p a r a t i v c  purposes  I have examined n i n e  o t h e r  1 4 t h  

c e n t u r y  works: Cur5:or (=Cursor M ~ ~ n d i  P a r t  I )  , l a n d 1  . S y n n e  (=Rober t  

Mannyng of Brunne,  gnnd lyng  Synnc) , Orfcao ( = S i r  Or fco)  , Rrucc ( = S c l e c t i o ~ i s  
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L 
P from R n r h o u r ' s  l l r r ~ c e :  Books I - X ) ,  XP? (=Pic.]-s Plowiiinn: ) : - t c s t ) ,  C11. - TC 

(Chauccr ,  I ro i111s  and Cr i scyc lc ) ,  Gowts L A  ( = J o l ~ n  Gower 's  C o n f c s s i o  
# 

Amantis: P r o l o g u e  and Book I ) ,  Mnndev. ( = M a n d e v i l l c ' s  T r a v e l s ) ,  and 

Townel ey  (=The Towncley 1>1 ays)  . 

4 .1  O b j e c t  of  t h e  Gerund 

As Mustanoja  p u t s  i t ,  s i n c e  0 E  t h e  g e n i t i v e  h a s  been commonly 

used a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  o b j e c t  of t h e  gerund ( p a s  myns t res  c l a e n s u n g e ;  - i n  

e x c u s i n g  of  m e ) .  With  t h e  development of  t h e  v e r b a l  n a t u r e  of  t h e  ge rund ,  

however,  i t  comes t o  t a k e  a  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  w i t h o u t  a  p r e p o s i t i o n .  I n  t h e  

1 4 t h - c e n t u r y  E n g l i s h ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  o b j e c t  of  t h e  ge rund ,  i f  any ,  i s  

e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  b e n i t i v e  ( o r  p o s s e s s i v e ) ,  o r  t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  g e n i t i v e  

w i t h  of, o r  t h e  a c c u s a t i v e  ( o r  t h e  common c a s e ) .  So +'le examples c o l l e c t e d  

f rom t h e  works of t h e  & - - g - p o e t  and h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  may b e  r o u g h l y  

d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  f i v e  t y p e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  A ,  B ,  C ,  D ,  and E 

r e s p e c ' i v e l y :  A = o b j e c t i v e  g e n i t i v e  + gerund (e .g .  P e a r l  4 5 2  I f  p o s s y b l e  were  

h e r  mendyng); B = d e t e r m i n e r  + gerund + o f - a d j u n c t  ( e . g .  PP1 X I I .  2 4 2  F o r  -. 

t h e  t r a i l l y i n g  of  h i s  t a i l l e  o u e r t a k e n  i s  he  s o n e ) ;  C = gerund + o f - a d j u n c t  

( e . g .  P u r i t y  1565 I n  expounyng of  s p e c h e ) ;  D = gerund + o b j e c t  ( e . g .  P u r i t y  

1542 w;th p l a t t y n g  h i s  paumes ) ;  E = d e t e r m i n e r  + gcrund + o b j e c t  ( e . g .  Caxton 

Reynard 2 4  t h e  wythholdyng you f r o  i t  can  doo yow no good) .  Of t h e s e  t y p e s ,  

A and B a r e  s t r o n g l y  s u b s t a n t i v a l ,  and D and E a r e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

of t h e  v e r b a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  geruli, i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e y  t a k e  a  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  

w i t h o u t  a p r e p o s i t i o n .  C i s  a  t r a n s i t i o n a l  t y p c  from s u b s t a n t i v a l  t o  v e r b a l  

i n  t h a t ,  31 t110ugl1 t l i ( ~  gerund i s  fo l lowed  by an & - a d j u n c t ,  i t  i s  n o t  preceded 

by any d e t e r m i n e r .  In t h e  Gnwain-poet ' s  works I have foul :I abou t  21 cxamples 

01 t h e  gcrund w i t h  a l o g i c a l  o b j e c t .  The f r e q u e n c y  of each type  i s  a s  

fo l70ws :  A ( 1 ) ;  13 ( 0 ) ;  C ( 1 2 ) ;  1 )  ( 8 ) ;  F, ( 0 ) .  



4 . 1  (1) Type A :  O l ~ j c c  t ivc> Gcni t i v c  ,-I Gcrund : 

As t-lie oh j c c t  of the gcrtintl , tllc geni  t i  vc  o r  pos: ;ess ive  was 

f r e q u e n t  i n  O E ,  htlt  i n  MI: i t  i s  r a r e ,  i t s  f u n c t i o n  b e i n g  s u p p l a n t e d  by 

t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  g c n i  t i v c  w i t h  - o f .  Only one example i s  found i n  t l ~ e  Gawnin- 

p o e t ,  and t h e r e  a r e  none i n  a. 
P e a r l  452 I f  p o s s y b l c  were  h e r  mendyng. 
C f  . Handl .  Synne 7669-90 \Jjese men sllu i d  f o r  no byng Comc yn 

4 . 1  ( 2 )  Type B : Determiner  + Gerund + nf -ad junc t : 19 

Along w i t h  t y p e  D ,  t h i s  i s  now t h e  normal c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

when t h e  d e t e r m i n e r  i s  " the" .  I n  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  however,  no example 

of t h i s  t y p e  i s  found ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  i s  o n l y  one i n  Langland (PP1 - X I I .  

242 F o r  t h e  t r a i l l y n g  of  h i s  t a i l l e  o u e r t a k e n  i s  h e  s o n e ) .  Even i n  

Shakespeare  t h e  s u b s t a n t i v a l  u s e  of t h e  v e r b a l  w i t h  " the"  b e f o r e  i t  and 

"of" a f t e r  i t  seems t o  have  been r e g a r d e d  a s  c o l l o q u i a l .  2  0  

I n  ME t h e r e  a r e  some c a s e s  i n  w l ~ i c h  t h e  gerund i s  preceded by  t h e  

i n d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l e  o r  o t h e r  a t t r i b u t i v e  a d j u n c t s  i n s t e a d  of " the"  a s  i n :  

Handl .  Synne 8334 To f o r d o  a  ge tyng  of a  c h y l d e ;  Bruce  I. 596 h e  ... 
had no persawyng Off t h e  t r e s o u n ;  Ch. TC V.  1833 And t h u s  began - h i s  
lovyng o f  C r i s e y d e ;  Mandev. 209. 27-8 w i t h o u t e n  ony more rehercyn_g 
of d y u e r s i t e e z ;  e t c .  

N O  such  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  a r e  met w i t h  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet (and i n  -- PP1).  

4 .1  (3) Type C :  Gerund + o f - a d  j u n c t :  

T h i s  i s  t h e  o f - c o n s t r u c t i o n  a f t c r  a  gerund which i s  no t  preceded 

1 9 c f .  P r y  241 bur3  Jc  ef:r;yng of Evc he e t e  of an a p p l e ,  i n  which 
c a s e  t h e  f u n c t i o n  of t l ~ c  p r e p o s i t i o n  of i s  s u b j e c  t i v c ,  n o t  o b j e c t i v e .  For  
f u r t h c r  examples s e e  3.2 ( 4 )  ( I ) ) .  



o l d e r .  I have excimpl e s  from c .  1300 on: Crlrsor 483 wi t l l -outcn coucryng 

of h i s  c n r c ;  llnndl . Synne 7716 yn l ~ n n d l y n ~ :  o f  s r i m  v y c .  A s  a m a t t e r  of 

f a c t ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  r e g u l a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  ME and e a r l y  ModE a l t h o u g h  i t  

i s  nowadays cons ic lc rab ly  r a r e r .  2 2  

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet a s  w e l l ,  t h i s  t y p e  i s  most f r e q u e n t ,  o c c u r r i n g  

12 t imes .  

Gawain 1601 T h e r e  watz  blawyng of  pr7:s i n  mony breme horne  (Cf .  
1362 B a l d e l y  t h a i  blw p r y s ) ;  P u r i t y  1565 - I n  expounyng of s p e c h e ;  
P a t i e n c e  30 i n  lVlcGng of  bewes. 

Other  examples :  Gawain 116 ,  472,  635,  924,  1751; P u r i t y  186 ,  579,  
1354.  

The f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n  i s  q u i t e  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h a t  t h e  gerund 

w i t h  an o f - a d j u n c t  shows i t s  mixed ( i . e .  v e r b a l  and s u b s t a n t i v a l )  

c h a r a c t e r  by  t a k i n g  an a d v e r b i a l  a d j u n c t  : 

P u r i t y  159-60 Greving and g r e t y n g  and gryspyng h a r d e  
Of t e b e  t e n f u l l y  t o g e d e r .  - 

The t y p e  C may be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  t r a n s i t i o n  

from s t r o n g l y  s u b s t a n t i v a l  ( i . e .  A and B) t o  v e r b a l  ( i . e .  D and E ) ,  i n  

t h a t  t h e  gerund w i t h  an  - o f - a d j u n c t  i s  n o t  preceded by any  a d j u n c t .  

4 . 1  (4) Type D: Gerund + Objec t :  

The v e r b a l  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  gerund i s  prominent  when i t  t a k e s  a 

' k f .  J c s p e r s e n ,  M . E . G . ,  V, 8 . 4 . 6 .  

2 2 ~ e s p e r s e n :  Crowrh and S l r11c t u r c  of -------- Lhr 1:ni:l i s h  T.an;;i~o;;c, - 8 208; 
P o ~ i t s ~ a ,  -- T h c  I n f i n i t i v e ,  t h e  (:erunt!, ancLtllc P n r t r j c j ~ ~ l  cs of tile Bn;:l is11 
v ,  3 3 3 .  



d i r c c t  o b j e c t  w i t l i n r ~ t  tlie prcpc)s i t ion,  of. 

i n  l ' r c s m t - d a y  Ihg l  ish. Ilcl o r c  t l ~ c  modcrn 

c s  tnb l i s l i cd  i t s c l f  , however, t h c r c  e x i s  tcd  

gerund '  i n  ME. 

According t o  van d e r  ~ a n f  , 2 3  t h e  b e g i  

4  8 

Tlli s  i s tllc r c g u l  n r  c o n s t r l ~ c  t i  on 

word-urdcar ' t;er ul icl  + oil j cc t ' 

nno thcr  wf d-order  ' o b j t c  t + 

nnings  oZ t h e  cons  t r u c  ti.011 

' s u b s t a n t i v e  ( i . c .  o b j e c t )  + gcrund '  a r e  found i n  OE i n  wllich i t  was 

e v i d e n t l y  f e l t  t c  be  a  compound. I n  ME t h e  s u b s t a n t i v e  and t h e  gerund 

sometimes a r e ,  o r  a t  any r a t e  seem t o  b e ,  l e s s  f i r m l y  cemented t o g e t h e r  

t h a n  i n  O E ,  and c o n s t r u c t i o n s  of t h i s  k i n d  were f r e e l y  made and used i n  

ME. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  ~ e l l n e r ' ~  s a y s  t l l a t  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  was c o n t i n u e d  t o  t h e  

end of t h e  ME p e r i o d .  

D e s p i t e  t h e i r  r emarks ,  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  n o t  found a t  a l l  i n  

t h e  Cawain-poet,  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  s i n g l e  i n s t a n c e  i n  which t h e  ' s u b s t a n t i v e  

+ gerund '  i s  e v i d e n t l y  a  compound: Gawain 927 I hope p a t  may hym h e r e  

S c h a l  l e r n e  of l u f - t z l k y n g .  N o n e t h e l e s s ,  t h i s  word-order  i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  

found i n  o t h e r  1 4 t h - c e n t u r y  w r i t e r s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Langland.  

C u r s o r  2050 h i s  s1v-1 h e t h i n g  he v n d e r - t o k e ;  Handl.  Synne 7887 
whedyr h y t  be yn a  womman handlyng;  PP1 V I I .  87 v s a g e  ... of 
s e y n t e s  l y u e s  r e d y n ~ ;  3. XV. 76 i n - t o  h e i g h  c l e r g y e  shewynge; 
Towneley X:<IX. 363 my son  myssyng makes m e  t o  mowrne; 2. XXXI.  
160 i n  mes syngyng. 

Other  examples from -- PP1: IV.117, XI.171, XI I .282 ,  XIX.72, X I X .  
373, XIX.374. 

231'11'hc Gerund Preceded by t h e  Common Case ,  " E n ~ , l  is12 S  tudj-;?, X 
( l 9 2 8 ) ,  p. 33 

2 4 1 1 i s t o r i ~ n l  O l l t l  i n r s  of I i 1 S y n t a x ,  $ 4 1 6 .  



1 

A s  r e g a r d s  Lhc llse of t h e  gerund fol lowed by a s imple  o b j e c t ,  

some s c h o l a r s  such  a s  TrnIcn,25 van d e r  Ganf , 2 6  J e s p ~ r s e n , ~ ~  ~ e l l n c r  , 2 8  

I and Oi;D ( s .  v .  -a ) 11,lve p1,rccd Llle o r i k i n  oL' t l i i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  

t h e  1 4 ~ 1 1  c e n t u r y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  second h a l f ,  q u o t i n g  i t s  o l d e s t  examples 

from Chnuccr o r  Langlnnd.  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  ~ o s s 6 2 9  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e  

c o n s t r u c  t i 0 1 1  makes i i s  L i  r s i  cippt2al,1ilce a t  i1is eiid of t h c  1 2 t h  centciry.  

Curl 230 remarks t h a t  i t  i s  much o l d e r  and v e r y  conmon i n  e a r l y  ME, and 

q u o t e s  h i s  e a r l i e s t  example from Luke 7:45,  L indyFnrne  MS., about  A.D.  

950. But t h e  few OE examples a r e ,  ~ u s t a n o j a ~ '  c o n t e n d s ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  

a l l  i n t e r l i n e a r  g l o s s e s  and mere i m i t a t i o n s  of t h e  L a t i n  gerund.  

It d o e s  n o t  seem, however, t h a t  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  had been f i r m l y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet ' s  d a y s ,  though s p o r a d i c  i n s t a n c e s  a r e  found 

i n  t h e  works of h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  Mandev. N e v e r t h e l e s s  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  can d o u b t l e s s  b e  t r a c e d  f u r t h e r  back t h a n  t h e  above- 

mentioned s c h o l a r s '  e a r l i e s t  examples d a t e d  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  1 4 t h  

c e n t u r y ,  a s  i s  shown below: 

Cursor  ( c .  1300) 781 O(=of) wi tyng  b a t h  gpd anLd1 i l l ;  Handl.  Synne 
( c .  1303) 408 yn f e b l y n g  b e  body wyth c;oche f a s t y n g ;  a. 10989-90 
'E leccyoun '  y s  'weyl chesyng A gode man t o  kepe  h o l y  byng; PP1 X I V .  
186-7 c rauyng  t h i  mercy Shulde  amende v s ;  -I&. X I X .  450 Bot i f  t h e i  

2 9 ~ i s t o i r e  d e  l a  forme p 6 r i p h r a s t i c  ' G t r e  + p a r t i c  i p e  p r c / s e n t '  en 
gcrmnniquc,  11. p. 104. 

301'11istory of t h e  E n g l i s h  Gerund ," Engl i sche  S t u d i e n ,  X L V ,  pp. 
352-3. 



Othcr  examples from Mandcv.: 30.33,  207.6 ,  209.22,  211.9-10.  

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet,  I have noted s i x  c l e a r  examples ,  f i v e  of 

which a r e  found i n  P u r i t y ,  t h e  remain ing  one i n  Gnwnin. No examples of 

t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  occur  i n  P e a r l  and P a t i e n c e .  

Gawain 1333-4 en b rek  bay be b a l e ,  L y s t i l y  f o r  laucyng [be ] ? e r e  I' - -- 
of be k n o t ;  P u r i t y  3  i n  f o r E F 3 e r i n g  h i s  s p e c h e ;  3. 544 I n  d voydyn:o,e 
j e  v y l a n y e ;  2. 740 f o r  horLyng on l e d e ;  B. 1448 i n  lnvyng h > l ~ i s e l v e n ;  
I b .  1542 wyth p l a t t v n ~  h i s  paumes. - 

The f o l l o w i n g  example mc.- a l s o  be  c l a s s e d  a s  a  gerund fo l lowed  by 

a  s imple  o b j e c t ,  i n  which t h e  gerund i s  d e r i v e d  from a  v e r b  p h r a s e  e q u i v a l e n t  

t o  a  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b .  3 2 

P u r i t y  1003 A 1  i n  l o n g i n g  f o r  L o t h  l e y e n  i n  a  wache. 

There  i s  one c a s e  i n  which t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  gerund i s  a  c l a u s e :  

Gawain 2488 I n  tokenyng h e  watz  t a n e  i n  t e c h  of a  f a u t e .  The p h r a s e  

tokenyng means ' i n  t o k e n ,  a s  a  token o r  e v i d e n c e  ( t h a t ) '  and seems t o  be  

r a t h e r  i d i o m a t i c  i n  ME. T h i s  ing- fo . .n  may, t h e r e f o r e ,  be b e t t e r  e x p l a i n e d  

a s  p u r e l y  s u b s t a n t i v a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  v e r b a l .  By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

example from Chaucer may be  r e g a r d e d  a s  a  gerund fo l lowed  by a  noun 

c l a u s e :  

Ch. TC I V .  1016-7 i n  shewynge How: t h e  o r d r e  o f  c a u s e s  s t a n t .  

I n c i d e n t a l l y  I have one example from Chaucer of t h e  gerund fol lowed by a  

3 2 ~ h e  same s o r t  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  found i n :  -. PP7 XV. 467 I n  - 

menynge a f t e r  mete;  Mandev. 156.28 i n  hunLyny: f o r  the, h e n t e ;  Gower L A  1. 
1784-5 lie wolde h i s e  yhen hyde i r o  lokvng on --- t h a t  for i lc  whyt. Other  
examples:  Iinndl. Synnc 3132, 7578, 8286; PP1. P r o l .  203. 
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b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e :  C h .  -- TC V .  837 I n  d r ~ r r y n g  <OJ t h a t  lonc t l i  t o  n  linyglit. 

A s  f a r  a s  t l i c -  works 01 t h e  G i ~ \ ~ ~ a i n - p o c t  a r e  concerned i t  may bc. 

notewortl iy t h a t  tlic gerund fo l lowed  by a  s i m p l e  o b j e c t  i s  u n u s u a l l y  o f t c n  

found i n  P u r i t y  and a f t e r  p r e p o s i t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  2, a l t h o u g h  i t  i s  

p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t  i n  t h e  t h r e e  companion poems (Cawnin, P e a r l  and 

P a t i e n c e ) .  I t  i s  a l s o  no tewor thy  t h a t  t h e  word-order  'gerund + o b j e c t '  - 

i s  e x c l u s i v e l y  used i n  t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  works ,  w h i l e  i n  PP1 t h e  con- 

s t r u c t i o n  ' o b j e c t  + gerund '  i s  f a r  more predominant .  

4 . 1  ( 5 )  Type E: Determiner  + Gerund + O b j e c t :  

T h i s  i s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  which t h e  ge rund ,  preceded by 

d e t e r m i n e r s  such  a s  t h e ,  t h i s ,  h i s ,  e t c . ,  governs  an o b j e c t  w i t h o u t  t h e  

h e l p  of  t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  of. Accord ing ly  t h i s  t y p e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  shov~s  

t h e  mixed ( i . e ,  v e r b a l  and s u b s t a n t i v a l )  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  gerund by  h a v i n g  

a  s i m p l e  o b j e c t  eve;l i f  i t  i s  preceded by an a d j u n c t .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  

i s  by no means u s u a l  i n  PE e x c e p t  a f t e r  p o s s e s s i v e s  and g e n i t i v e s ,  b u t  i s  

common i n  S l ~ a k e s p e a r e ' s  t ime.  According t o  o n i o n s  ,33 t h i s  t y p e  i s  v e r y  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of e a r l y  ModE. I n  1 4 t h - c e n t u r y  E n g l i s h ,  however,  i t  i s  

v e r y  r a r e l y  found.  I have no ted  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  examples which a r e  

found ,  n o t  a f t e r  the, b u t  a f t e r  t h i s ,  t h a i r ,  h e r e  ( = t h e i r ) :  

Bruce  I X .  724 of t h a i r  t a k i n g  v o u n d i r ;  .ET1 V .  385 T h i s  shewyng 
s h r i f t e . . . s c h a l  b e  mery te  t o  t h e ;  I b .  X I .  309 T h i s  h k y n g  on 
lewed p r e s t e s  h a t h  don me l e p e ;  Mandev. 127.  11-2 we han h e r e  
makyng h o u s e s .  - 

There  a r e  no examples of  t h i s  t y p e  i n  t h e  -- Cnwain-poet. J e s p e r s e n  

q u o t e s  h i s  e a r l i e s t  example of ' t h e  + gerund + o b j e c t '  from Caxton:  Reynard 

3 3 ~ n  i - 2 -  Atlvanc(~~1 En111 i sli Syn tax ,  p. 130.  CT. S u g d e n ' s  Thc Crnmm; l r  
of Facl r ic  Q I I C C C ~ ( , ,  p .  144,  i n  w h i c l ~  lie s a y s  he  h a s  encountered no cxamplcs 
of tllc t y p c  ' tlle + (;erund + O h  jcc. t ' . 



24 tlic w y ~ ~ d ~ l ~ , n j ;  yo11 f r o  i t  c,in d o  yow no good. Wlicn tlic,sc fac t : ;  a r e  

t aken  i n t o  accncrllt , i t  scrms t l in t  t he  cons  true t i o n  made i t s  f i r s t  

appearance  i n  t h c  14tl1 o r  1 5 t h  c e n t u r y .  

4.2 Gerund + P r e d i c a t i v e  

The v e r b a l  c h a r a c t e r  ol: t h e  gerund i s  a l s o  prominent  when i t  t a k e s  

a p r e d i c a t i v e .  I n  ModE t h i s  mode of e x p r e s s i o n  i s  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t l y  found 

a s  i n  "your b e i n g  s o  s i c k  f o r b i d s  me t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  m a t t e r  w i t h  you now" 

(q .  Curme),  b u t  i n  t h e  -- Gnwain-poet I was u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  any examples of 

i t .  Commenting on t h i s  t y p e  of e x p r e s s i o n ,  Curme s a y s :  "01 E n g l i s h  

compounds were  l a t e r  i n  l a r g e  measure d i s s o l v e d  and t h e  p a r t s  a r r a n g e d  

a s  s y n t a c t i c a l  e l e m e n t s .  Not a  s i n g l e  t r a c e  of t h e s e  g e r u n d i a l  compounds 

c o n t a i n i n g  a  p r e d i c a t e  i n  any form h a s  been d i s c o v e r < ~ c l  i n  Midclle E n g l i s h  

n o r  any d i s s o l u t i o n  of them."34 I n  f a c t  I have found no examples o f  

t h i s  t y p e  ii any o t h e r  1 4 t h - c e n t u r y  t e x t s  which I have r e a d .  J e s p e r s e n  

h a s  h i s  e a r l i e s t  example f rom More: U 84 - i n  a  s t a n d i n g  r e d d i e  a t  a l l  

~ c c a s i o n s . ~ ~  From t h e s e  f a c t s  Curme seems t o  b e  r i g h t  i n  s a y i n g  t h a t  " t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  must  b e  q u i t e  modern and t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  l a s t  s t a g e  of  g e r u n d i a l  

development .  11 36 

4.3 Gerund + A d v e r b i a l  Adjunct  

The v e r b a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  gerund a s s e r t s  i t s e l f  f u r t h e r  when i t  i s  

3 4 " ~ l i s t o r y  o f  t h e  E n g l i s h  Cerund," E n g l i s c h c  S t n d i c n ,  XLV, p .  374. 

3 5 ~ . ~ . ~ .  V ,  9 .3 .10.  
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motlifi cd  by aclverbi; i l  a d j u n c t s .  ~ c c & - l  , l ing t o  C u r m ~ , 3 ~  t h e  u s e  of  a d v c r b i n l  

a d j u n c t s  w i t h  t h e  gerund a p p c a r s  f i r s t  i n  t h e  u i n t l ~  c c n t u r y  and g r a d u a l l y  

becon-es covmon. P 5 1 1 s t n n o j n ~ ~  qccrn.: to  cnnsidt3r t l ~ n t  tlli  s 11sc I i os  h c c n  

found s i n c e  e a r l y  FIE. But Curme's  e a r l i e s t  example of an a d v e r b i a l  

a d j u n c t  i s  a  noun i n  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t a l  c a s e  and P l u s t a n o j a ' s  example i s  a n  

i n f i n i t i v e ,  n e i t h e r  of t h w n  13c.inz pllrP a d v e r h s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  

J e s p e r s e n  (M.E .G . ,  V ,  9 1 ) ,  ( s .  v. I ) ,  Trnka,39 and Poutsma 40 

t h i n k  t h a t  t h i s  u s e  b e g i n s  i n  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e i r  e a r l i e s t  example 

b e i n g  c .  1340 f rom Ayenbi te  263 a t e  u e r s t e  guo inge  i n .  J u d g i n g  from my 

m a t e r i a l ,  however,  t h e  u s e  of an  adverb  w i t h  t h e  g e r ~ n d  i s  f a r  o l d e r  t h a n  

t h e  above-mentioned example. I have n o t e d  f o u r  examples i n  

( c .  1303) :  

1482 By b e  drawyng vp of  h i s  honde; 126 With  o f t  r edyng ,  mayst  
pou l e r e .  O t h e r  examples:  127 ,  10989-90. 

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet o n l y  two i n s t a n c e s  o c c u r ,  b o t h  of  them i n  P u r i t y ;  

h a r d e  P u r i t y  159-60 Grevyng and g r e t y n g  and Rryspyng  
Of t e b e  t e n f u l l y  t o g e d e r ,  t o  t e c h e  hym by quoyn t ;  

P u r i t y  1031 He most ay  l y u e  i n  b a t  l o 3 e  i n  l o s y n g  evermore.  

Examples of  t h e  gerund w i t h  a  p u r e  adverb  a r e  n o t  f r e q u e n t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  

1 4 t h - c e n t u r y  t e x t s  e x c e p t  f o r  M a n d e v i l l e ,  b e i n g  l a r g e l y  l i m i t e d  t o  f o u r  



k ,  
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i examplcs i n  I iandl .  Syr>>lx, two i n  13rr1cc, f o u r  i n  s, t h r e e  i n  C11. x, 

f i  Ctecn i n  Montlcvi 11  c  and t h r c c  i n  Tnwnclcy. 

OF t h e  gerund w i t h  an a d v e r b i a l  phrn:,e, o n l y  two i n s t a n c e s  o c c u r  

i n  t h e  Gnwain-poe t : 

P u r i t y  46 On pnyne of  cmprysonment and p ~ ~ t t y n g  i n  stoIilie7; 
Pal  i cnce  418-9 We1 knew I. .  . y  longe  ahydyng wyth l u r .  --- P 

Examples of t h i s  k ind a r c  found f a i r l y  of t e n  i n  I l a n d c v i l l e  

( 2 0  e x s . ) ,  PP1 (13 e x s . ) ,  l e s s  o f t e n  i n  -- Handlyng Synnc - ( 8  e x s . ) ,  Ch. 

TC ( 5  exs  .) , Towncley (2 e x s  .) , and never  i n  C u r s o r  ( P a r t  I) , Orfeo ,  - 
and Gower L A  ( P r o l .  and Book I ) .  

Of t h e  p l u r a l  gerund w i t h  an a d v e r b i a l  p h r a s e ,  I have found o n l y  

one  i n s t a n c e  i n  PP1 and t h i s  one h a s  t h e  v e r b a l  f o r c e  marked by t h e  

a d d i t i o n  of  an  a d v e r b i a l  p h r a s e .  

PP1 11. 89 A s  i n  werkes and i n  wordes and wa i tynges  w i t h  e i e s .  - 

4 . 4  Tense  and Voice  of  t h e  Gerund 

The v e r b a l  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  ge.rund i s  prominent  when i t  employs 

t h e  compound forms ( e . g .  of h a v i n g  done i t ;  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of  l o v i n g  

and b e i n g  loved)  t o  show t e n s e  and v o i c e .  

4 .4  ( 1 )  Tense  

As a  s u b s t a n t i v e  does  n o t  o r d i n a r i l y  admit  of  any i n d i c a t i o n  of  

t i m e ,  s o  t h e  gerund had o r i g i n a l l y  and t o  a  g r e a t  e x t e n t  s t i l l  h a s ,  no 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  t ime .  The s i m p l e  gerund was ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  used t o  e x p r e s s  

any t ime  o r  no t ime  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a s  sliown i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  examples:  

( I )  f u t t ~ r c  t ime :  Prirj t-y 739-40 I s c l l a l . .  . w y t h l ~ a l d e  my honde f o r  h o r t y n g  
on ledc.. 

(2 )  p r e s e n t  t ime :  Priri t y  1542 And 11e wyth p l a t t y n g  h i s  paumes disp1ayc.s 
hi : ;  l m s .  



(4)  no t imc: Gnwain 1489 -jet I kendc yow of l i y s s y l i ~ .  C f .  V .  238 
I wcnde r y f l y n g e  were r e : ; t i t u c i o u n .  

Thus i t  may be  g e n e r a l l y  s a i d  t h a t  i n  tllc Gnwnin-poet tlic s imple  gel-and 

r e f e r s  t o  a  t ime  s i m u l t a n e o u s  w i t h  t l i a t  of t h e  main v e r b .  

The examples i n  w h i c l ~  t h e  gerund i s  n e a r l y  purt.1.y s u b s t a n t i v a l  

i n  c h a r a c t e r  seem t o  admi t  of no temporal  i d e a .  

P e a r l  859 We.. .hauen cnawyng; Gawain 853 h e r  wa tz  n o b l e ;  
P u r i t y  921 Nou wale  b e  a  wonnyng P a t  be  w a r i s c h  my3t; P a t i e n c e  115 
H i t  wa tz  a  wenyng vnwar. 

Example abounds: Gawain 191,  540, 1750,  e t c . ;  P e a r l  262,  450, 558, 
791 ,  932,  935, e t c . ;  P u r i t y  375, 550,  710,  887,  921,  1611, 1795, e t c . ;  
P a t i e n c e  139, 213,  e t c .  -- 

To t h i s  group be long  t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  examples o f  t h e  gerund 

used in  t h e  works s f  t h e  Gawain-poet. I n  o t h e r  words ,  i n  t h e  g r e a t  

m a j o r i t y  of c a s e s  t h e  gerund i s  used w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t ime.  Hence 

i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet t h e  gerund i s  a s  a  r u l e  s t i l l  

s t r o n g l y  s u b s t a n t i v a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r .  

Of t h e  compound forms of t h e  ge rund ,  i .  e. t h e  p e r f e c t  ge rund ,  

d e n o t i n g  t h e  p a s t  t ime-sphere ,  ~ r n k a , 4 l  ~ u r r n e , ~ ~  and ~ u s t a n o j a ~ ~  seem 

t o  a g r e e  t h a t  i t  comes i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  a s  l a t e  a s  t h e  c l o s t  of t h e  1 6 t h  

c e n t u r y ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  don '  t mention t h e  e a r l i e s t  i n s t a n c e  of i t .  

According t o  sugden ,44 t h e  p e r f e c t  gerund,  r a r e  i n  Shakespeare ,  o c c u r s  

s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  F a e r i e  Queene ( e . g .  111. 5.37 And a f t e r  hav ing  s e a r c h t  



t h e  i n t u s c  d c e p c ,  She wiLh h e r  s c o r f e  d i d  b ind t h e  wound). - ORD q u o t e s  

an example f rom S idney :  Arcad ia  I .  (1725) 68 want O F  c o n s i d c r n t i o n  i n  

n o t  hav ing  dc landed t h u s  mrrcl~. I n  any c a s e ,  examples of t h c  p e r f e c t  

gerund a r e  no i  found i n  t h e  works of  t h e  Gargain-poet and h i s  contem- 

p o r a r i e s .  

4.4 ( 2 )  Voice  

The n o n - f i n i t e  forms ( i . e .  i n f i n i t i v e ,  p a r t i c i p l e ,  and gerund) of 

t h e  v e r b  were  o r i g i n a l l y  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  v o i c e .  I n  t h e  c a s e  of t h e  

ge rund ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  s i m p l e  forms had t o  s e r v e  a l s o  f o r  p a s s i v e  

f u n c t i o n  u n t i l  a  new p a s s i v e  deve loped .  T h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  

gerund i n  t h e  Gawain-poet .  T h a t  i s ,  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  

no compound forms o f  t h e  p a s s i v e  ge rund .  I n  t h e  works of  t h e  Gaeain- 

p o e t ,  t h e  s i m p l e  gerund i s ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  a c t i v e  i n  meaning a s  i n :  

Gawain 1979 With c a r e  and w i t h  kyssyng h e  c a r p e z  hem t i l l e ;  
P u r i t y  3  F a y r e  formes my3t h e  fynde  i n  f o r b e r i n g  h i s  speche .  

Very i n f r e q u e n t l y ,  however, we do come a c r o s s  t h e  s i m p l e  gerund 

i n  a  p a s s i v e  meaning. Three  p o s s i b l e  examples have  come t o  hand; 

P e a r l  452 I f  p o s s i b l e  were  h e r  mendyng; P u r i t y  1031 He most a y  
l y u e  i n  p a t  l o 3 e  i n  - l o s i n g 4 5  evermore;  2. 1123  ho . .  .wax e v e r  i n  
be  w o r l e  i n  weryng s o  o l d e .  

With r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p a s s i v e  forms of  t h e  ge rund ,  Mustanoja  a f i i r m s  

t h a t  t h e y  a r e  f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  1 5 t h  c e n t u r y :  E l l i s  

L e t t e r s  ( d a t e d  1417) 11. 1.59 w i t h o u t  b e i n g  s t o l e n ;  Pecock - F o l .  -- Donet 

126 i n  beyng m ~ v i d . ~ ~  As e x p e c t e d ,  t h c r e  a r e  no compound forms of  t h e  

45The c a r l i e s t  example of t h i s  u s e  i n  0171) i s  c .  950 from Lind:,f .  
GO:.!,. Mat t .  v i i .  1 3  Wc3 ?3iu I e d n s  t o  l o s i n g .  - 

46%. - c i t . ,  p .  573. 



4.5 S u b j e c t  of t l ~ c  Gerund 

L i k e  a  v e r b ,  t h e  gerund may have a  s u b j e c t  of i t s  own, expressed  

o r  unexpressed .  According t o  M l ~ s t a n o j a , ~ ~  from OF down t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  

day t h e  s u b j e c t  of  thc gerund has  been i n  t h e  g e n i t i v e  c a s e .  The  per-  

i p h r a s t i c  g e n i t i v e  w i t h  of h a s  a l s o  o c c u r r e d  w i t h  t h e  gerund s i n c e  t h e  

t i m i  of i t s  appearance .  I n  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of t h e  

gerl!nd,  i f  any ,  i s  expressed  by t h e  g e n i t i v e  c a s e  o r  a p o s s e s s i v e  pronoun 

( a ) ,  and l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  by t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  g e n i t i v e  w i t h  of ( b ) .  

( a )  Gawain 323 Habe l ,  by heuen,  byn askyng i s  n y s ;  P e a r l  1049 
b u r 3  wo3e n d  won 
o b e r e ?  haf\r%; 
t o  f y n d e ;  e t c .  

( b )  (::wain 2360-61 Now know I wel . .  . b e  wowvng of  my wyf;  D. - -- 
1953-4 p a y  maden a s  mery a s  a n y  men moj ten-  iq i th  l a3yng  o f  
l a d i e s ;  e t c .  

I n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of c a s e s ,  however,  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  n o t  e x p r e s s e d .  

T h i s  u s u a l l y  t a k c s  p l a c e  when t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  gerund i s  g e n e r a l  o r  

i n d e f i n i t e  ( a ) ;  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  gerund i s  i d e n t i c a l  

w i t h  t h a t  of t h e  main s e n t e n c e  ( b ) ;  when t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  gerund i s  

i m p l i e d  i n  some word i n  t h e  s e n t e n c e  o r  e a s i l y  i n f e r r e d  from t h e  c o n t e x t  

( c )  ; and when t h e  gerund i s  p u r e l y  o r  s t r o n g l y  s u b s t a n t i v a l  i n  c h a r a c t e r  (d)  . 
( a )  P e a r l  897-8 For  neuer  l e s y n g  ne  t < - l e  vn t rwe  Ne towched h e r  

tonge  f o r  no d y s s t r e s s e ;  Gawnin 1489 3 c t  I kcnde yow of kyssyng; 
e  t c  . 

( h )  _ G x a  1979  With c a r e  and wyth kyssyng 11e c a r p e z  hem t i l l e ;  
P u r i t y  3  Fayre  formc~s my3t lic fynde i n  f o r b e r i n g  It is  s p e c h c ;  e t c .  



( d )  P e a r l  791 Arciryed t o  be wcdclyng; Gnwnin 853 b c r  hctldyng watz  
n o b l c ;  2. 2375  bci- bc  fnl:;s.;nz, f o u ? c  n o t  h i t  f a l l c ;  c t c .  

A s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of t h e  g e r u n d ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  

common c a s e  a l s o  b e g i n s  t o  be  used a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y  48  

a s  i ~ i ;  XoilC "I i n s i s t  upon Xlss Sharp ap;:r-r ingw ( q .  s .  v .  -a' 2 ) .  

A s  a  r e s u l t  of  t h a t ,  i t  i s  sometimes i m p o s s i b l e  o r  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  t e l l  

whether  a g i v e n  -- form i s  c o n s t r u e d  a s  a  gerund o r  a s  a  p a r t i c i p l e  a s  

i n :  I remember my g r a n d f a t h e r  d e s c r i b i n g  t h i s  ( q .  J e s p e r s e n ) .  The u s e  

of t h e  common c a s e  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  g e r u n d ,  however,  shows t h a t  t h e  

v e r b a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  ge rund ,  which was o r i g i n a l l y  a  pure  s u b s t a n t i v e ,  was 

f u r t h e r e d  i n  one  more p o i n t .  ~ e s ~ i : r s e n ~ ~  a s s e r t s  t h a t  t h i s  k ind  of  c o n s t r u c -  

t i o n  began t o  b e  f r e q u e n t  abou t  1700,  and t h a t  i t  can  b e  e x p l a i n e d  a s  a  

n a t u r a l  n a t i v e  development .  I n  h i s  a r t i c l e  "The Gerund Preceded by t h e  

Common Case" ( E n g l i s h  S t u d i e s ,  X ,  pp. 33-41 and 65-72),  van d e r  Gaaf 

i n s i s t s  t h a t  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  was i n  u s e  l o n g  b e f o r e  1700,  and t h a t  i t  

i s  p r o b a b l y  of  F rench  o r i g i n .  And h e  s u b s t a n t i a t e s  h i s  v iew by showing 

a number of q u o t a t i o n s  from 1350 on.  ~ u s t a n o j a 5 0  i s  of much t h e  same 

o p i n i o n  a s  van d e r  Gaaf ,  though h i s  e a r l i e s t  q u o t a t i o n  i s  c .  1300 from 

Cursor  2397 boru  c o r n  wan t ing .  



p o e t ' s  works ,  I l i m e ,  n o n t t h e l c s s ,  found one c l e a r  i n s t n n c c  o t  t h i s  t y p e  

i n  An Alphabet  of  T a l e s ,  P a r t  I ,  and two d o u b t f u l  instances i n  PP1  (13- 

Text )  . 
An Alphabe t  of T a l e s  11:24-5 So lie g r n w n t i d ,  and be  day of hym c o m l n s  - 
drew n e r e ;  PP1 V I I I .  31-2 The wynde and t h e  w a t e r  and t h e  b n t e  wn!:gynge 
Maketh t h e  man i i ~ ~ n y  a  tymc t o  f a l l e  and t o  s t o n e  (Cf .  A:IS. 26 
waggyng of  t h e  b o t ;  C : X I  34 waggyng of t h e  b o t e )  ; I b .  X V L I I .  6 7  E r  
sonday a b o u t  sonne-rysyng and sank  w i t h  t h a t  ti1 e r t h e .  

The second example may b e  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  a  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  a l t h o u g h  t h e  

r e a d i n g  of t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  l i n e s  i n  t h e  A - t e x t  and t h e  C - t e x t  makes us  

f e e l  t h z t  t h e  b o t e  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  gerund waggynge. I n  t h e  t h i r d  

example sonne- rysyng  may be a  compound c o n s i s t i n g  of  ' s v h j e c t  + g e r u n d ' ,  

a l t h o u g h  van d e r  Gaaf does  n o t  a g r e e .  5 1 

5.  Summary 

What h a s  been  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  w i l l  be  summarized a s  

f o l l o w s  : 

1. A s  t h e  form of  t h e  ge rund ,  t h e  -yng i s  r e g u l a r  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  

b e i n g  d i s t i n c t  f rom t h e  normal p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  end ing  -&. I t  may, 

however,  b e  worthy of  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  gerund i n  -ande  which i s  o r i g i n a l l y  

t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  end ing  o c c u r s  once  ( P u r i t y  751) ,  pe rhaps  owing t o  

a  f u n c t i o n a l  c o n f u s i o n  between t h e  gerund i n  -a and t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  

e n d i n g  i n  -2nd. 

2 .  The g e r u n d ,  which was o r i g i n a l l y  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  i n  -3, h a s  performed 

n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  f u n c t i o n s  of a  s u b s t a n t i v e  i n  t h e  Cawain-poet .  Tha t  i s ,  

t h e  gerund i s  f a i r l y  comnlc,n as  sul3ject  and o b j e c t  o f  a  f i n i t e  v e r b ,  



and e s p c c i  a l l  y  comllion a s  t l ~ c  o b j e c t  of a  p r e p o s i t i o n ,  nucl :Ippcnrs, n I  t1iou~;li 

t h e  m a j o r i t y  of c a s e s ,  t h e  gc,rt~nd t l i ~ i s  uscd i s  found wi tli t h e  d e f i n i t e  and 

t h e  i n d e f i n i t e  a r t i c l e ,  a d j e c t i v e s ,  and o t h e r  a t t r i b u t i v e  a d j u n c t s ,  i n c l u d -  

i n g  t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  g e n i t ~ v e  wi t h  of. The gerund w i t h  a p l u r a l  end ing  

and t h e  compound wi-th a gerund a r e  few i n  number. The g e n i t i v e  of  a  

gerund never  o c c u r s  . 
3 .  I n  t h e  Gawain-poet  t h e  o b j e c t  of  t h e  gerund i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w -  

i n g  ways : ' ob j  ec t i v e  g e n i t i v e  + gerund ' , ' gerund + of - a d j u n c t  ' , and ' gerund 

+ o b j e c t ' .  Such p a t t e r n s  a s  ' d e t e r m i n e r  + gerund + o f - a d j u n c t '  and 

' d e t e r m i n e r  + gerund + o b j e c t ' ,  however,  n e v e r  o c c u r .  Of t h e  t h r e e  

p a t t e r n s  t h a t  do o c c u r ,  t h e  'gerund + - o f - a d j u n c t '  ( t h e  - o f - a d j u n c t  a f t e r  

a  geruad n o t  preceded by any a d j u n c t )  i s    no st f r e q u e n t .  T h i s  t y p e  of 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  seems t o  b e  t h e  most common p a t t e r n  i n  1 4 t h - c e n t u r y  Eng: i s h .  

The most  no tewor thy  f a c t ,  however,  i s  t h a t  t h e  gerund fo l lowed  by a  s i m p l e  

o b j e c t - t h e  r e g u l a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  P r e s e n t - d a y  Eng l i sh -occurs  a t  l e a s t  

s i x  t imes  (once  i n  Gawnin and f i v e  t imes  i n  PurPu). R e l a t i v e l y  s p e a k i n g ,  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  u n u s u a l l y  o f t e n  found i n  P u r i t y .  

4.  Of t h e  combina t ion  'gerund + p r e d i c a t i v e ' ,  no examples occur  i n  t h e  

works of t h e  Gawain-poet o r  h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s .  

5. The u s e  of a d v e r b i a l  a d j u n c t s  w i t h  t h e  gerund i s  n o t  common i n  t h e  

Gawain-poet ,  a l t h o u g h  a  few examples a r e  found i n  P u r i t y ,  w h i l e  i t  i s  

f a i r l y  common i n  FIandlynj; Synne,  E, and Mandevil 1 e .  

6 .  There  a r e  no compound forms of e i t h e r  t h e  p e r i e c t  o r  t h e  p a s s i v e  

gerund n o t  o n l y  i n  t h e  Gawain, b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  o t h e r  1 4 t h - c e n t u r y  w r i t e r s .  

7 .  l'hc s u b j e c t  of t h e  gerund i s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  g e n i t i v e  o r  p o s s e s s i v e ,  

and l e s s  frcbquclnl 1 y i n  LIkc pc r  i l ~ h r n s  t i c  gc3ni t i v e  wi t h  of. Therc  a r e  no 



i t y  

from t h e  Gawnin-poet ' s  works a r e  p u r e l y  o r  s t r o n g l y  s u b s t a n t i v a l  i n  

c h a r a c t e r ;  t h e y  d o  n o t  s h a r e  any of t h e  v e r b a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h e  

gerund.  'l'he f a c t  t h a t  w e  can  i i n d  s e v e r a l  eiximp?cs cf t h e  ' m e d e r ~ '  

gerund i n  P u r i t y ,  may, however, d e s e r v e  a t t e n t i o n ,  even though examples 

w i t h  v e r b a l  f u n c t i o n s  a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n - e s i s t e n t  i n  i t s  companion 

poems-Gawain, P e a r l  and P a t i e n c e .  To sum u p ,  i t  might be s a f e l y  s a i d  

t h a t  t h e  v e r b a l  n a t u r e  of t h e  gerund i s ,  t o  some e x t e n t ,  d e v e l o p i n g  i n  

t h e  Gawain-poet a s  i t  i s  i n  Handlyng Synne,  Pu, and Mandevi l le  a l t h o u g h  

i t  i s  s t i l l  f a r  f rom b e i n g  f u l l y  deve loped .  
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a s :  t h e  v e r b  stein used i n  p o s i t i o n s  where i t  does  n o t  i n d i c a t e  p e r s o n ,  

number, o r  niood.' Tlic infinitive r:ith rill b c  c . l l l i ~ l  t h o  if-infinit i v c  

and t h e  one w i t h o u t  to t h c  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e .  B e f o r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  

u s e  01 t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  by t h e  Gawain-poet ,  we w i l l  f i r s t  make a  rough 

s u r v c y  ol t h e  h i s  t o r i c n ?  d c v c ? o p m n t  o f  t h e s e  tve fnrms of the i n f i n i t i v e  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  Mus t a n o j a ,  J e s p c r s e n ,  OE_D,~  e t c  . 
I n  OE t h e r e  a r e  two i n f i n i t i v e  forms.  One i s  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  "bare"  

o r  "s imple"  i n f i n i t i v e  which ends  i n  -2 ( e . g .  b i d a n ,  w r i t a n ;  o c c a s i o n a l l y  

w i t h o u t  2 ,  a s  fon), and t h e  o t h e r  i s  what i s  c a l l e d  t h e  " p r e p o s i t i o n a l "  

i n f i n i t i v e  o r  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  end ing  u r u a l l y  i n  - enne  ( e . g .  b i n d e n n e ) ,  

b u t  a l s o  o f t e n  i n  -anne ( e . 6 .  b i n d a n n e ) ,  presumably by ana logy  w i t h  t h e  

b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e .  The former  i s  t h e  n o m i n a t i v e - a c c u s a t i v e  form of a  sub- 

s t a n t i v e  and t h e  l a t t e r  t h e  d a t i v e .  T h i s  d a t i v e  form i s  a lways  preceded 

by t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  t o  ( e .g .  L b i n d e n n e ,  to bindanne) .  T h i s  OE 

d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  two i n f i n i t i v e  end ings  d i s a p p e a r s  d u r i n g  t h e  

ME p e r i o d .  Tha t  i s ,  t h e  ME -2n becomes -e_n and then  -e, w h i l e  -enne 

( o r  -anne)  r e d u c e s  s u c c e s s i v e l y  t o  -%, -e_n, -2. ( I n  many v e r b s  even 

t h e  f i n a l  2 i n  c o u r s e  of t ime  e n t i r e l y  d i s a p p e a r s . )  Thus b o t h  t h e  b a r e  

i n f i n i t i v e  and t h e  t o - i n f i n i t i v e  c o a l e s c e  and become i d e n t i c a l  i n  form 

( e . g .  w r i t e ,  t o  w r i t e ) ,  and r e d u c e  e v e n t u a l l y  t o  t h e  u n i n f l e c t e d  ve rb -s tem.  

' ~ f .  J .  S S d e r l i n d ,  Verb Syn tax  i n  John Dryden ' s  P r o s e ,  P a r t  11, 

p. 1. 

* ~ u s t a n o  j a ,  MLtldl e  lin,c:li sll S y n t a x ,  P a r t  I ,  pp. 512-3;  J c s p e r s c n ,  
Mocl(3rn I 9 ~ g l i s h  C r a ~ ; ,  V ,  1 0 . 1 . 1 . ;  011) S . V .  - 'TO H .  



i n f i n i  l i v e  witllouh G. Accordjng t o  M. Cal laway J r . ,  o u t  of  9 , 4 9 5  

i n s t a n c e s  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  O E  o n l y  2,402 o r  25 .3  p c r c e n t  a r c  t h e  

t o - i n f i n i t i v e ,  w h i l e  7 ,094 o r  74.7 p e r c e n t  a r e  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  w i t h o u t  - 
t 0 . j  From OE t o  PE,  l ~ o w c v e r ,  t h e  u s e  of t h e  p r e p o s i ~  i o n  g h a s  been - 

extended t o  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  u s e s  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e .  I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  

F r i e s '  s t u d y  of PE u s a g e  sliows t h a t  18 p e r c e n t  of  t h e  i n s t a n c e s  of t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e  h e  h a s  examined a r e  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  and 82 p e r c e n t  t h e  

t o - i n f i n i t i ~ e . ~  Hence i t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  f requency  of  t h e  - 

two t y p e s  of  i n f i n i t i v e  h a s  been c o m p l e t e l y  r e v e r s e d .  N o n e t h e l e s s  t h i s  

s u b s t i t u t i o n  of t h e  t o - i n f i n i t i v e  f o r  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  a l r e a d y  b e g i n s  

i n  OE and i s  f u r t h e r e d  i n  e a r l y  ME, because  of  t h e  c o a l e s c i n g  of t h e  

i n f i n l t i v e  e n d i n g s .  T h i s  comer abou t  i n  many c o n s t r u c t i o n s  where i n  

OE t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  was g e n e r a l l y  u s e d ,  n o t a b l y  i n  t h e  u s e  of t h e  

i n f i n i t i ? ; e  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t ,  o b j e c t  and p r e d i c a t i v e  of  a  v e r b .  A s  a  

r e s u l t ,  t h e  t o  accompanying t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  l o s e s  i t s  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  

f o r c e  and becomes, i n  most c a s e s ,  a  mere marker f o r  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e .  

~ u s t a n o j a ~  s a y s  t h a t  t h i s  development of - t o  b e g i n s  e a r l y  and i s  

completed i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t h e  1 3 t h  c e n t u r y .  N e v e r t h e l e s s  t h e  ori ; : inal  

' ~ u o t e d  by F r i e s  i n  American E n g l i s h  Grammar, p .  130.  

4 ~ b j d . ,  pp. 13C 3 1 .  The f i g u r e s  g iven  nhove shou ld  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  
i n  v iew of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  " I n  b o t h  t h e  f i g u r c s  f o r  Old E n g l i s h  and t h o s e  
f o r  Presc>n t - d a y  E n g l i s h  t h e  number of i n s t a n c e s  used w i t h  t h e  f u t u r e  
a u x i l i a r i e s  and t h e  modal a u x i l i a r i e s  have been o m i t t e d ,  f o r  t h e r e  h a s  
been n o  s h i f t  h e r e  i n  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  form used . "  ( p .  1 3 0 ) .  



I In dj r ; cuss ing  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  PE, w i t h  which t h e  p r e s e n t  c h a p t e r  

i s  e x c l u s i v e l y  conccrned ,  Trnlca remarks:  

I n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Old E n g l i s h  t h e  use  of t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  2 
b e f o r e  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  Middle E n g l i s h  i s  much more e x t e n s i v e ,  
owing perllclps t o  t h e  i n f l u L i l c e  of Old Norse ,  i n  which t h e  p r e p o s i -  
t i ~ . : n l  i n f i n i t i v e  was employed r e g u l a r l y .  U n t i l  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  
1 5 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e r e  i s ,  however, a g r e a t  v a c i l l a t i o n  i n  t h e  u s e  
of t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n ,  which becomes s l o w l y  s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  
of t h e  1 6 t h  and 1 7 t h  c e n t u r i e s . 6  

Brunner a l s o  s a y s :  

Towards t h e  end of t h e  OE p e r i o d  t h e  s i m p l e  i n f i n i t i v e  
( w i t h o u t  to) a p p e a r s  l e s s  and l e s s ,  and i n  ME i t  i s  found 
v e r y  r a r e l y  e x c e p t  a f t e r  v e r b s  of s e n s e - p e r c e p t i o n ,  p r e t e r i t e -  
p r e s e n t s ,  and v e r b s  s p e c i f y i n g  a  t y p e  of a c t i o n ,  such  a s  d o ,  
u e ( n ) ,  let, e t c .  Elsewhere ,  and i n  i t s  ME u z e  a s  a  s u b j e c t ,  
t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  preceded by t o  o r  f o r  t o ,  t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  aim 
o r  pur l .ose  more c l e a r l y .  7 

Although t h e s e  remarks  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i n  ME t h e  u s e  of t h e  & - i n f i n i t i v e  

i s  more coc n by f a r  t h a n  t h a t  of t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  no numerical  

d a t a  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  abou t  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  f requency .  With t h e s e  p r e l i m i n a r y  

remarks i n  ni ' ld ,  we w i l l  d e a l  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  Gawain- 

p o e t ' s  u s e  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e .  I n  my s t a t i s t i c s ,  when two ( o r  more) 

i n f i n i t i v e s  occur  c o - o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  o n l y  t h e  f i r s t  member preceded b y e ,  

t h e  second member i s  counted a s  an i n s t a n c e  of t h e  a s  i n :  

P a t i e n c e  315 6  3 e t  I hope E f t e  t o  t r e d e  on by temple and teme t o  
by s e l u e n .  

60n t h e  Syn tax  of thcl Engl i sh  Verb from Caxton t o  Dryden, p. 75. 

7 ~ n  O u t l i n e  of Middle Rnl:lish Grammar, t r .  by G.1Z.W. J o h n s t o n ,  p. 83. 

8 ~ f .  U. Ohlandcr ,  "A Study on t h e  Use of t h e  I n f i n i  t : v e  S i g n  i n  
Middle E n g l i s h ,  "Studi  a N e o p h i l o l o g i c n ,  X T V ,  p .  59. 



e x c l u d i n g  i n f i n i t i v e s  a f t c r  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s  , 9  i s  a p p r o s i m n t c l y  744,  

of which 159 o r  21.4 p e r c e n t  a r e  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  and 585 o r  78.6 

p e r c e n t  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  wit11 to ( i n c l u d i n g  f o r  t o ) .  T l ~ c  r a t i o  between 

t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  and t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  i s  r o u g h l y  1:4.  Much t h e  

same i s  s a i d  of L a n g l a n d ' s  u s e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  PPI where ,  of some 

1 , 5 9 9  examples ,  351 o r  2 2  p e r c e n t  a r e  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  and 1 ,248  or 

78 p e r c e n t  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  w i t h  to o r  f o r  t o .  Thus,  by t h e  second h a l f  of 

t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  of t h e  two t y p e s  of i n f i n i t i v e  had 

more than  r e v e r s e d  i t s e l f  from i t s  OE r a t i o  o f  3 : l .  By comparing my 

s t a t i s t i c s  on t h e  Gaea in -poe t  and Langland w i t h  F r i e s '  d a t a  on PE, i t  

becomes e v i d e n t  t h a t  t h e  r e l a t i v e  u s e  of  t h e  2 - i n f i n i t i v e  compared w i t h  

t h a t  o f  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  had a l r e a d y  become a l m o s t  a s  f r e q u e n t  a s  i n  PE. 

1 .2  P r e p o s i t i o n a l  I n f i n i t i v e s  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  r e f e r e n c e  w i l l  be  made t o  a l l  t h o s c  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  

i n f i n i t i v e s ,  e x c e p t  t h e  t o - i n f i n i t i v e ,  which axa  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  

p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  Middle E n g l i s h .  

(1)  ' F o r  to1-According t o  Mus tano ja ,  " f o r  t o ,  used t o  e x p r e s s  

purpose  s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h e  ME p e r i o d  ( t h e  e a r l i e s t  known i n s t a n c e  

o c c u r s  i n  a document d a t e d  1066: Godes g e r i c h t t e n  f o r  t o  s e t t e n  ..., _Cod. 

9 ~ o  make my s t a t i s t i c s  compared w i t h  t h o s e  of Callnway and F r i e s  
g iven  on page 64, I have excluded from my count  abou t  819 examples of t h e  
i n i i n i t i v e  a f t e r  t h e  f u t u r e  and modal a u x i l i a r i e s  sclinl , wyl, _m=, con 
and t h e i r  p a s t  t e n s e  forms,  and a f t e r  t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  a u x i l i a r i e s  &I 
and con ( = d i d ,  o r  vcsi-y r a r e l y ,  d o ) ,  a l t h o u g l ~  t h e y  w i l l  be  t r e a t e d  of i n  3 . 3 ( 1 )  



0 / 

m. 1 V  306,  3 ( I l ; i rn l t l ) ) ,  bc~comc~s  wc~:!ltc~nc~d i n t o  a  mere s i g n  of  t h e  

i n f i ~ ~ i l i v e ,  t - q t ~ i v ' r l  c , ~ r L  i u  g, i n  L11e cot~l-sc. 01 ilre 1 3 i h  c ~ n t u r y ,  N;ICII i i  

becomes q u i t e  coninion. I n  t h e  1 4 ~ 1 1  c e n t u r y  i t  b e g i n s  t o  l o s c  g round ; .  . . 'I10 

This  t endency  toward d e c r e a s i n g  usage  c o n t i n u e s  i n  t h e  1 5 t h  c e n t u r y  and 

t h e  combina t ion  g r a d u a l l y  disappears from t h e  l i t e r a r y  l anguage .  I t  

d o e s ,  however,  l i n g e r  o n ,  even t o d a y ,  i n  d i a l e c t a l  and v u l g a r  speech  

( c f .  E D  s . v .  - f o r  11). 

I n  t h c  Gawain-poet  68 esamples  of f o r  t o  a r e  found a s  compared w i t h  

515 of t o ,  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  between f o r  t o  and t o  b e i n g  r o u g h l y  1 :7 .  

I n c i d e n t a l l y  i n  and i n  A Book of London E n g l i s h  1384-1425" t h e  

r a t i o  between f o r  t o  and to i s  r o u g h l y  1:12 and 1 :5  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  The 

~ a w a i n - p o e t ' s  u s e  of  f o r  t o  and to seems t o  s u p p o r t  M u s t a n o j a ' s  s t a t e m e n t .  

There  seems t o  b e  n e i t h e r  f u n c t i o n a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  between f o r  t o  and to, 

n o r  f u n c t i o n a l  l i m i t a t i o n s  on t h e  u s e  of f o r  t o .  

E x p r e s s i n g  purpose :  Gawain 1633-4 b e  hende mon h i t  p r a y s e d ,  And 
l e t  l o d l y  p e r a t  b e  l o r d e  f o r  t o  h e r e ;  P a t i e n c e  179-80 A lodes-mon 
l y 3 t l y  l e p  vnder  hachches  F o r - t o  l a y t e  mo l e d e s  and hem t o  l o t e  
b r y n g ;  e t c .  

No purpose  e x p r e s s e d :  Gawain 366 en comaunded b e  kynge b e  kny3 t  9 f o r  t o  r y s e ;  P e a r l  333 Now r e c h  I neuer  f o r  t o  d e c l y n e ;  P u r i t y  373 
p e r  w a t z  moon f o r  t o  make when meschrs was cnowen; e t c .  

For  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  no  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  made between f o r  t o  and to i n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n .  

1 • ‹ ~ .  - c i t . ,  p. 514. 

l l ~ a a r t i n e n ,  A . ,  and T .  F .  Mus tano ja ,  "The Use o f  t h e  I n f i n i t i v e  
i n  A Eooli o f  London Ilngli s h  1384-1425," Neuphi l o l o g i  s c h e  M i t t e i  1 ungen,  
~ ~ 1 ~ - ( 1 9 5 8 ) ,  p .  181.  



( 2 )  ' F o r 1 - I n  MI: for o c c u r s  by l i t s e l f  o n l y  r a r e l y  h e f o r e  a  b a r e  

i n f i n i  t i v c  of purpose  ( a )  and even more r a r e 1  y  h t f n r c  t h c  h a r c  infinitive 

t h a t  113s no n o t i o n  of purpose  ( b ) .  

(a)  OW & N 539-40 O T t  icl i  s i n  :e uor  hom b c  more For  l u t l i  sum 
of l iore s o r e ;  I b .  1765-6 a t  h e  were  mid hoem i lome ,  Fnr b 
t e c h e  heom of h i s  wisdome; King Ilorn 1142-4 And i c h  am a 
f i s h e r e  Wcll  f e o r  y-comc by e s t e  F o r  f i s h e n  a t  t h y  f e s t e .  

(b )  King Horn 517-8 H i  gunne f o r  a r i v e  Ther  King Mody was s i r e .  

The example of  ( b )  from King Horn ( d a t e d  c .  1225) i s  q u i t e  o l d e r  than  

M u s t a n o j a ' s  e x a n p l e  f rom Cursor  Mundi 20914. l2 There  i s  no c l e a r  example 

of  for w i t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  b u t  one p o s s i b l e  

i n s t a n c e  d o e s  o c c u r :  

P u r i t y  184-9 For r o b o r r y e ,  and r i b o u d r y e ,  and r e s o u n e z  un t rwe  
And d y s h e r i e t e  and depryve  dowr ie  of  wydoez, F o r  marryng of  
maryagez,  ... Man may mysse p e  myrp b a t  much i s  t o  p r a y s e .  

I n  t h i s  q u o t a t i o n  t h e  two b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e s  a r e  p l a c e d  i n  p a r a l l e l  

w i t h  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  s u b s t a n t i v e s  and a r e  c o n s t r u e d  w i t h  for, a f t e r  

which,  however ,  ModE would u s e  t h e  ge rund ,  a s  i n  " f o r  d i s i n h e r i t i n g  

and d e p r i v i n g  widows of t h e i r  dowry". 

(3)  ' T i l l '  and ' F o r  T i l l 1 - - T i l l  -- and f o r  t i l l ,  which o c c u r  o n l y  

i n  N o r t h e r n  t e x t s ,  a r e  f i r s t  r e c o r d e d  abou t  1300: C u r s o r  5330 (Cot ton  

MS) h e  p r a i d  b e  god men b a t  b a r  wer To l i t h  a  q ? . i l  h i s  word --' ti1 h e r .  

I b .  12989 ( F a i r f a x  MS) f o r  t i l l  e h e  myne u n d e r l o u t e .  - l3 I n  t h e  Gawain- 

p o e t ,  however ,  t h e r e  a r e  no examples of e i t h e r  p r e p o s i t i o n .  



([+) ' A t  I - ~ u s t a n o j a  cxpl n i n s  t h a t  " A t  ( c f  . ON c) , rccorded  

from t h e  1 3 t h  cen t t l ry  t o  t h e  15t11, o c c u r s  p a r t  i c u l a r l  y w i t h  t h e  

i n f i n i L i v e  o f  p u r p o s e . .  . . i t  i s  obv ious ly  due ~a SclauJindvi,tn i n l l u ~ u c c .  ,I 14 

N O  examples of at w i t h  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  appear  i n  t l ~ c  ( ;awnin-poet ,  a1 though 

I have come a c r o s s  s e v e r a l  examples i n  h i s  con temporar ies  

PPI ( C - t e x ~ j  V I .  164 L y t e l  iradde lorcles a-du15 t o  g e u e  l o n d e  -- 
f o r  h e r e  a i r e s ;  E n g l i s h  W r i t i n g s  of Richard  R o l l e  1 1 0 : l l - 2  
We s a l l  a f f o r c e  a t  c l e t h  u s  i n  l u f e  ( a l s o  i n  87:12,  93:27);  
Mortc A r t h u r e  1165 To c a r y e  f o r t h e  sic11 a  c a r l e  a t  c l o s e  
hym i n  s i l u e r e ;  An Alphnhet of T a l e s  78323-4 f o r  s h e  f o r g a t t  
a t  b l i s s  i t  ( a l s o  i n  92:22, 98:15,  e t c . ) .  

Other  p r e p o s i t i o n s  l i k e  of, w i t h o u t ,  e t c .  a r e  a l s o  o c c a s i o n a l l y  

found w i t h  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  e a r l y  ME and even l a t e r  i n  t h e  p e r i o d .  

But no such  examples occur  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet. 

2.  Form 

I n  t h e  works of t h e  Gawain-poet,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  normal ly  ends i n  

-e ( e . g .  Gawain 719 t e l l e ,  P u r i t y  3 f y n d e ,  P a t i e n c e  1 0  t e c h e ) ,  and l e s s  

f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h o u t  end ing  ( e . g .  Gawain 347 corn, P e a r l  520 do, P a t i e n c e  

507 s y n k ) .  The end ing  -en o c c u r s  o n l y  o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  w i t h :  9 examples 

i n  Gawain (327 bayben, 374 byden, 827 s e r u e n ,  1271 chepen,  1672 h e l d e n ,  

15The form --- a-do i s  d o u b t l e s s  s h o r t  f o r  a t  do ( c f .  Slteat  ( ed . )  , 
The V i s i o n  o f  W i l l i a m  c o n c e r n i n g  P i e r s  t h e  Plowman, Vol.  11, p p .  6 8 - 9 ) .  
The cori.er;ponding l i n e  i n  t h e  B - t e x t  r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s :  X .  312 L i t e l  had 
Lordcs  t o  done.  . . 
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1713 1 yl jcn ,  1754 I n r ~ s c s n ,  2040 s:l~tcn '2511 11ytlon) ; 3 i n  P c a r l  (68  
7- , 

& w c r c u c n ,  69  l c u e n ,  and ,  i n  rcduced form a f t e r  a v o c a l i c  stem, 

829 E) ; L; i n  P ~ l r i t y  (135 c l i ~ c f c n ,  L / t 4  vTnrFen, 768 convc.yc.n, 1 3 6 7  

gremcln) ; and 6  i n  P n t i c n c e  (160 I y ? t c n ,  219 h c l p e n ,  226 g r e n c n ,  - 

517 p - c u c n ,  526 r c n d c n ) .  The e n d i n g  -y i s  fcund o n l y  i n  a  few v e r b s  

bclongin;;  tc t??e scc:?nc! c l o s s  nf  ve2!c verbs  i n  OF (i  . P .  i n f i n i t i v e  

-BE), and i n  some v e r b s  of F rench  o r i g i n :  1 ex.  i n  Gawain, 1067 

f a y l y  (OF f  a i l l i r )  ; 5  i n  P e a r l ,  34 fay1 y ,  284 y~ (OE wunian) , 437 

r e s t a y  (OF r e s t e i r ) ,  549 p leny  (OF p l a i g n - ) ,  551 s t r e n y  (OF e s t r e i g n - ) ;  

2  i n  P u r i t y ,  588 l y v y  (OE l i f f n z ) ,  1066 l o v y  (OE l u f i a n ) ;  1 i n  Pa t i e i : ce ,  

462 wony. The o n l y  o t h e r  end ing  i s  -= which i s  v e r y  r a r e l y  found i n  

m o n o s y l l a b l e s :  2 i n  Gargain (141 bene ,  712 s e n e )  and 2 i n  P e a r l  (45 s e n e  
- 9  

914 - d o n e ) .  These  may b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  s u r v i v a l s  of t h e  OE i n f l e c t e d  

i n f i n i t i v e .  

3. Use 

? h e  u s e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  s o  e x t e n s i v e ,  m a n i f o l d ,  and com- 

p l i c a t e d  t h a t  i t  i s  c l e a r l y  n e i t h e r  p o s s i b l e  n o r  d e s i r a b l e  i n  l i t t l e  

s p a c e  t o  a t t e m p t  any  s o r t  of e x a c t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  No ha rd  and f a s t  

c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  i n t e n d e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  

An a t t e m p t  h e r e  i s  made t o  c l a s s i f y  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  whether  w i t h ,  o r  

w i t h o u t ,  t o ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  dominant f u n c t i o n  i n  t h e  s e n t e n c e  w h i l e  

a1wr:ys t a k i n g  i n t o  accoun t  whether  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  

o r  t h e  t o - i n f i n i t i v e .  The major u s e o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  which w i l l  be  
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di: ,cussed i n  t l ~ c  f o l l o w i n g  subsec t ion :  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  t he  i n f  i n i t i v e  

ds t11e subject, o b j c c t ,  and p r c d i c a t i v e  oL 3. r i n i t c  v c r b ,  and a s  an 

a d j u n c t  t o  v e r l , s ,  a d j e c t i v e s  ( o r  a d v e r b s )  and s u b s t a n t i v i  5 ( o r  

pronouns) .  To t h e s e  u s e s  i s  added t h e  u s e  of t h e  f i n i t i v e  i n s t e a d  

o f  t h e  f i n i t e  v e r b .  Fur the r  more, o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of u s e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  

such  a s  t h e  s p l i t  i n f i n i t i v e  and t h e  n o n - e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  4 .  

3.1 I n f i n i t i v e  a s  S u b j e c t  

The i n f i n i t i v e  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of a  f i n i t e  v e r b  i s  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t ,  

o c c u r r i n g  abou t  97 t imes  i n  t h e  works of  t h e  Gawain-poet .  The m a j o r i t y  

of  examples b e l o n g i n g  h e r e  a r e ,  however,  found i n  impersona l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  

i n  which t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t .  On t h e  o t h e r  

hand,  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  3 1  i n s t a n c e s  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  p e r s  a 1  e x p r e s s i o n s ,  

of  which 3 0  a r t  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  and one t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e .  Out of  

t h e  3 1  i n s t a n c e s ,  o n l y  n i n e  o c c u r  a s  d i r e c t  s u b j e c t ,  n o t  i n t r o d u c e d  

by t h e  fo rmal  s u b j e c t  ' i t ' .  The u s e  of t h e  - t o - i n f i n i t i v e  a s  d i r e c t  sub- 

j e c t  i s  q u i t e  common i n  ModE, b u t  i n  the OE poetry16 i t  i s  n o n - e x i s t e n t  

and even i n  i t  i s  s t i l l  r a t h e r  u n u s u a l .  - OED ( s  .v. To 1 3  b) does  

have examples of t h i s  t y p e  f rom t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y .  A s  shou ld  be  e x p e c t e d ,  

t h e  & - i n f i n i t i v e  a s  d i r e c t  s u b j e c t  i s  s t i l l  u n u s u a l  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet .  

1 6 ~ e s p e r s e n ,  M. E. G . ,  V ,  11 .12.  

1 7 ~ o s s k ,  F . ,  A Handbook of  Middle  E n g l i s h ,  p p .  101-2.  
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Gawain 676 IrL_v_ndc hys i c r c  vpon f c l d c ,  i n  f a y t h ,  i s  not -- 
e p c ;  P c a r l  674 Two mcln t o  snllc i s  god by s k i l l e ;  P r r i  t v  1376 
t o  ncvcn b c  noi,mbre t o  much nye werc ;  p n t i  ence  354 011 to -- 
j r e n z e  b e r b u r 3 e  wa tz  b r e  daye3 dedc .  

F 
Other  i n s t a n c e s :  Griwain 677-8 ( 2  c x s . )  , 1321-2;  P e a r l  489-90; 
P I I ~ ~  1804. -- 

In t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n ,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  may b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  

b e  i n  a p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t .  

Gawain 471-2 We1 bycomrnc.~ such  c r a f t  vpon C r i s t m a s s e ,  Laylcyng 
of e n t e r l u d e s ,  t o  l a ? e  and t o  syng ,  Among p i s e  kynde c a r o l e s  
of  kyn3 tez  and l a d y e z .  

The b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  d i r e c t  s u b j e c t  i s  n e v e r  found i n  t h e  Gawain- 

p o e t ,  b u t  i t  d o e s  o c c u r ,  though v e r y  r a r e l y ,  i n  ME, a s  i n :  Ch. - TC 111. 

1634 A s  g r e t  a  c r a f t  i s  kepe we1 a s  wynne. 

On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  t h o s e  i n s t a n c e s  i n  which t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  w i t h  t h e  fo rmal  ' i t '  i n  t h e  

s u b j e c t  p o s i t i o n .  H i s t o r i c a l l y  t h i s  t y p e  o f  e x p r e s s i o n  i s  f a r  o l d e r  

than  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  i n f i n i i : i v e  a s  d i r e c t  s u b j e c t .  OED (s .v .  2 13  a )  

has examples f rom c .  890. I n  t h e  Gr.:rain-poet t h e r e  a r e  19 examples 

of  t h i s  t y p e  w i t h  t h e  fo rmal  ' i t '  ( o r  v e r y  r a r e l y  ' P i s ' ,  ' p a t ' ) ,  of 

which o n l y  one i s  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e .  Thus t h e  u s e  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

a s  s u b j e c t  i s  found more commonly w i t h  t h e  fo rmal  s u b j e c t  ' i t '  t h a n  a s  

d i r e c t  s u b j e c t .  Examples o f  t h e  - t o - i n f i n i t i v e :  

Gawain 58-9 Hit were  now g r e t  nye t o  neue2 So  h a r d y  a h e r e  on 
h i l l ;  -I,&. 257 To wone any g u y l e  i n  b i s  mon, h i t  watz  n o t  myn 
e r n d e ;  P a t i e n c e  431 IIerk,  r e n k ,  i n  b i s  r y 3 t  s o  r o n k l y  t o  w r a t h  
For  any d e d e . .  . ?  

Other  examples:  Cawnin 165 ,  719,  1008,  1198-9,  1540-5 (2 c x s . ) ,  
1719,  1805,  1806-7,  2420-1 (2 e x s . ) ;  -- P c a r l  309-11, 1201-2 ( 2  e x s . ) ;  
P a t i  ( , ~ i c ( ~  490- 1 . 
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One c u r i o u s  i n s t n n c c  of t h e  u8e of  tllc = - i n f i n i t i v e  a s  t l i t  

l o g i c a l  s u b j e c l  which i n i g l ~ t  b e  b e s t  mcntjoncd l ~ c r c  i s :  P c a r l  1108-9 

And a l l e  i n  s u t e  h e r  l i n e 3  wnssc;  Tor -- t o  knnw b e  g l a d d e s t  c h e r e  ( c f .  

Gawain 719 Hit were  t ,  t o r e  f o r  t o  t e l l ~  of b e  t e n b c  d o l e ) ,  i n  which 

c a s e  t h e  fo rmal  s u b j e c t  and tile copu la  seem t o  b e  u n d e r s t o o d .  

The o n l y  i n s t a n c e  of t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  o c c u r s  a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  

s u b j c  i i s :  

P u r i t y  1539 H i t  i s  n o t  innoghe t o  b e  n i c e  a 1  n a ? t y  binl; u s e  
( = t o  p r a c t i c e  wicked t h i n g s ) .  C f .  F l o r i s  and B l a n c h e f l o u r  
948-9 H i t  were  nou3 t  r i g h t  juge , tent  Without  answare  make 
acoupemen t . 

As a l r e a d y  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  i n  t h e  f u n c t i o n  of  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  

t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  o c c u r s  q u i t e  fr?equently i n  impersona l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s .  1 8  

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  66 examples ( i n c l u d i n g  s e v e r a l  

d o u b t f u l  exa.:\les), of  which 43 a r e  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  and 23 t h e  

t o - i n f i n i t i v e .  Thus i t  i s  t o  b e  no ted  t h a t ,  a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  - 
of  an  impersona l  e x p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  much commoyer t h a n  

t h e  t o - i n f i n i t i - v e .  C l e a r  examples w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  f i r s t .  

The impersona l  v e r b s  o r  p h r a s e s  t h a t  t a k e  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  

t h e i r  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet a r e :  byhoue ( o r  &) (19 e x s . ) ,  

burdc: ( 4 ) ,  l v s t  ( 3 ) ,  ( 2 ) ,  dowe ( I ) ,  and b e  ly3 t lo lce r  -- (=be  b e t t e r ,  

e a s i e r )  ( 5 ) .  The f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t y p i c a l  examples:  

1 8 ~ y  t h i s  i s  meant impersona l  v e r b s  o r  p h r a s e s  which,  w h i l e  
g o v e r n i n g  a  d a t i v e  o r  a c c u s a t i v e ,  have no g r a n ~ m a t i c a l  s u b j e c t  a t  a l l  
o r  have o n l y  a  fo rmal  s u b j e c t  ' i t t .  



yow l a u s e n  nc l y s t ;  Pc~I-1- 341-2 e  0 3 t c  b e t t e r  
and l o t ~ c  ny Cod*, i n  wclrz and w o ; ) l ? u r 3  - 6 8  To 
kc  plow aproclic. me hyliovez; P n t i c n c c  50 Wliat 

dowcs me be  dcdayn o p e r  d i s p i t  mnkc? 

Other  cxamples : bylioue ( o r  con t r n c  t cd  form w) (Gnwnin 324,  
456,  717,  1065,  10G8, 1239-40,  1771-2 (2 t x s . ) ,  2040,  2296; 
P e a r l  927-S; P u r i t y  398,  554,  687-8 (2  e x s . ) ;  P a t i e n c e  4 6 ,  
465 ,  5 2 9 ) ,  - b u r d c  (G:>wai -- n  2278-9, 2248; P e a r l  31 6  ; P a t i e n c e  
1 1 7 ) ,  b c  l y - j t l o k e r  ( P a t i e n c e  47-8 (5 e x s . ) ) ,  l y s t  (Gawain 
2049, 2142) .  

The impersona l  v e r b s  o r  p h r a s e s  t h a t  t a k e  t h e  & - i n f i n i t i v e  a s  

e s  ( I ) ,  seme ( I ) ,  ( I ) ,  b e  b e t t e r  ( 2 ) ,  and b e  s w e t t e r  ( 2 ) .  T y p i c a l  

examples fo l low:  

Gawain 848-9 And we1 hym semed, ... To l e d e  a  l o r t s c h i p  i n  l e e  
of  l e u d e z  f u l  gode;  P e a r l  1177 Me hayed  f u l  i l l e  t o  b e  o u t -  
f l eme;  P u r i t y  1649 Who . s o  hym lyked  t o  l y f t ,  on l o f t e  wa tz  
h e  s o n e ;  P a t i e n c e  7  en i s  b e t t e r  t o  abyde b e  bur  vmbe-stoundcz Y p n  a y  brow f o r t h  my p r o .  

Other  examples:  lyst (Gawain 1111, P e a r l  l 4 6 ) ,  2% ( P e a r l  552) ,  
( ~ a w a i n  348-50, 2109 (2  e x s  .) ; Patients 482-3) ,  l v k e  

(PUJ t y  717-9 ( 2  e x s . ) ,  771,  l65O),  byhoue (Gawain 204O-l) ,  
b e  s w e t t e r  ( P a t i e n c e  427-8 (2 e x s . ) ) .  

Of a l l  t h e  impersona l  v e r b s  r e f e r r e d  t o  above,  o n l y  byhoue,  *, and 

l y s t  t a k e  b o t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  and t h e  @ - i n f i n i t i v e ,  b u t  more 

f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  fo rmer .  Byhoue i s  c o n s t r u e d  w i t h  b o t h  forms of t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e  even i n  t h e  same s e n t e n c e :  

Gawain 2037-42 Bot wered n o t  p i s  i l k  wy3e f o r  w e l e  Pis g o r d e l ,  ... -- 
Bot f o r  t o  sauen  hymse l f ,  when s u f f e r  hym byhoued,  To byde b a l e  
w i t h o u t e  d e b a t e  of  bronde hym t o  were  o b e r  k n y f f e .  

Doubt fu l  examples of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of  an  

i ~ , , ~ e r s o n a l  e x p r e s s i o n  a r e  iound i n  t l ie  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n s  whcre i t  i s  

imposnible t o  d e c i d e  whether  t h e  v e r b  i n  q u e s t i o n  i s  used i m p e r s o n a l l y  

o r  p c ~ s o n a l l y ,  1,ccause i t  s t a n d s  c i t h c r  w i t h  n s r ~ h s t a n t i v c  o r  w i t h  one 

of  t h c  pronollns t h a t  do n o t  d i s t j n ; ; u i s h  c a s e s .  



Ex;m~ples of tllc b a r c  i n f  in i  Live:, (: ;wain 2191-2 \Jcl  b i s tmcz  frc 
wy3c w r u x l c d  i 11 g rcne  D c l  h c r c  h i s  dcuocioun on b e  dcuc1c.z 
wyse; P e a r l  323  u r 3  clrwry d c t h  & vch man drc t l c ;  P 1 1 ~ i t y  101)C 

-l 

Y And a l l e  l y s t  01 h i r  b a t  a r n  on l aunde  b e s t e s ;  I1,. 1356 
T i 1  b e  Lorde of pe l y f r c  l i s t c  h i t  a h a t e ;  P a t i e n c e  151-2 pcnne 
suppe l ~ i l ~ o i ~ c d  r/e ~ o g e  01 v r u l d r  w.iicr, ciod bciinc bc  c r y  r y s c s .  

Examples of t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e :  Gnwain 941 
t o  lolte on be  lcny3t; 

A l l  t h e s e  verbs a r e  used e l sewhere  i m p e r s o n a l l y  i n  t h e  Gnwnin-poet a s  we 

have a l r e a d y  s e e n .  Elcnce i t  i s  n o t  ha rd  t o  imagine t h a t  such  combina- 

t i o n s  a s  t h e s e  have  l a r g e l y  a s s i s t e d  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  

from t h e  impersona l  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n  which began i n  t h e  

c o u r s e  o f  ME, s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y .  l9 T h i s  t r a n s i t i o n a l  

p r o c e s s  may b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h e  f u r t h e r e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  such a 

way t h a t  t h e  word o r i g i n a l l y  p laced  i n  t h e  d a t i v e  o r  a c c u s a t i v e  may 

more c l e a r l y  be  t a k e n  a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  v e r b .  

Gawain 1251-2 Bot h i t  a r  l a d y e s  inno3e  p a t  l e u e r  wer nowbe 
Haf pe20 ;  I b .  1753-4 when h e  be  gome metes ,  And b i h o u e s  h i s  - 
b u f f e t  -- a b i z  w i t h o u t  d e b a t e  more; 2. 2134-5 a s  be  w y r d e  l y k e z  
h i t  h a f e ;  P u r i t y  435-6 Bot quen be  Lorde of b e  l y f t e  lyked 
hymscluen For  t o  mynne on h i s  mon h i s  meth p a t  a b i d e z ;  P a t i e n c e  
5 1  Oper 3 i f  my l e g e  l o r d e  l y s t  on l y u e  me t o  b i d d e ;  I b .  507 
s o r  of s u c h  a  swete  p l a c e  burde  synk t o  my h e r t .  

A l l  t h e  d o u b t f u l  c a s e s  s o  f a r  d i s c u s s e d  s e r v e  t o  show t '  f l u c t u a t i n g  

s t a t e  of l i n g u i s t i c  usage  a t  t h e  Gawain-poet ' s  t ime.  On t h e  o t h e r  

hand,  t h e  Gawain-poet ' s  f r e q u e n t  u s e  of t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  impersona l  

2001<11 - ( s  .v .  l i e f  2 )  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  t h i s  u s e  a p p a r e n t l y  r e s u l t e d  
from a  conversion o l  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w j  t h  d a t i v e ,  him j s  l i e f  becoming 
h e  i s  1 ic . f .  T l ~ c  c ; t r l j e s t  cxan~ple  of i t  d a t e s  from c .  1340 (Man.. . b a t  i s  
l e v e r  -- t o  l o s e  h i s )  I ) I I [  no examples of t h e  1 3 a - t '  i n f i n i t i v e  a r e  recorded  i n  
OllD . - 
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c o n s t r u c l i o ~ l : ~  i s  w o r ~ l i y  of noLc ,  con , s ide r in~ :  t l tat  i n  -Pg lyl\c. i s  tltc o n l y  

v e r b  01 t h i s  k ind t lu t  t altes t h e  b a r e  inf i n i t i v c  a s  i t s  s u b j e c t ,  a l t h o u g h  

 son^ o t h e r  cxamplcs of t h e  b a r e  i n l i n i t i v e  a r c  a l s o  found n f t c * r  t h e  

p h r a s e s  b e t t e r  13s and l c u e r  h e .  

3.2 I n f i n i t i v e  a s  P r e d i c a t i v e  

Tile p r e d i c a c i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t c  t i le  s u b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a -  

t i v c  and t h e  o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  i t s  

head word o r  s u b j e c t .  The former  of t h e  two may f u r t h e r  f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  

groups:  ( a )  a s  a s u b s t a n t i v e - e q u i v a l e n t ,  ( b )  a s  a n  a d j e c t i \ e - e q u i v a l e n t ,  

and ( c )  t h e  word t o  which t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  r e f e r s  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of a  

p a s s i v e  v e r b  (e .g .  He was s e e n  t o  go) .  

3 .2(1)  S u b j e c t i v e  P r e d i c a t i v e  

( a )  S u b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  a s  a s u b s t a n t i v e - e q u i v a l e n t :  

The p r e d i c a t i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  we a r e  now go ing  t o  d e a l  w i t h  i s  

e q u i v a l e n t  i n  f u n c t i o n  t o  a  p r e d i c a t i v e  s u b s t a n t i v e ,  a s  i n  Ch. TC I1 

294 T h a t  ' f i r s t  v e r t u  i s  t o  kcpe  t o n g e ' .  According t o  ~ r n k a , * l  t h i s  u s e  

appexrs  f i r s t  i n  e a r l y  ME, no  i n s t a n c e  b e i n g  found a s  y e t  i n  OE. I n  t h e  

Gawain-poet t h i s  t y p e  of  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  w h i l e  

i t  i s  o f t e n  found i n  C I ~ a u c e r , ~ ~  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Langland (a). I n  

f a c t  t h e  o n l y  i n s t a n c e  i n  which i t  seems t o  occur  i s :  

P a t i e n c e  342 H i t  may we1 be  p a t  m e s t e r  were  h i s  mantyl  t o  wasche.  

2 1 9 .  .it., p .  7 7 .  

22i<c,nyon, Tlic S y n t a x  of t h e  I n f i n i  - L ivc  -- i n  Chouccr ,  p. 137 .  



I Ilavc n o t c d  25 c l c a r  exrimples o r  thi ,s  u s c  i n  (1%- t c x t )  , somtb of wllic11 

w i l l  bc  g ivcn  below: 

XI.264 Tha t  p a r f y t e  p o u e r t  was no p o s s e s s i o u n  t o  h n t ~ e ;  XVIII.174 
My w i l l  i s  t o  wcnde, .  . .and welcolw heu  a l l c ;  XIX.357-3 ?I;. c c n s c i l l c  
i s  t o  wende H n s t i l i c l i e  i n - t o  Vynte. 

The b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n z 3  never  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  works 

of t h e  Gnwain-poet (,-:: 1 Langland and Chaucer a s  w e l l ) .  

(b)  S u b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  a s  a n  a d j e c t i v e - e q u i v a l e n t :  

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  be  t o  w i t h  an i n f i n i t i v e  which we a r e  go ing  t o  

d e a l  w i t h  h e r e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  p r e d i c a t i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  mentioned 

above i n  t h a t  h e r e  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  a n  a d j e c t i v e - e q u i v a l e n t .  The 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  under  d i s c u s s i o i ~  i s  d i v i d e d  f rom a  h i s t o r i c a l  p o i n t  of 

v iew i n t o  two t y p e s :  ( i )  r e t r o a c t i v e  i n f i n i t i ~ e * ~  ( e . g .  He i s  t o  blame) 

and ( i i )  n o n - r e t r o a c t i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  (e .g .  He i s  t o  come). The two con- 

s t r u c t i o n s  j u s t  quo ted  a r e  i d e n t i c a l  i n  form, b u t  d i f f e r e n t  i n  meaning. 

Tha t  i s ,  i n  t h e  fornl:.r t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  p a s s i v e  i n  s e n s e  w h i l e  i n  t h e  

l a t t e r  i t  i s  a c t i v e ;  o r  we may s a y  t h a t  i n  t h e  former  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

r e f e r s  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  main s e n t e n c e  a s  i t s  l o g i c a l  o r  l a t e n t  

o b j e c t  though i n  t h e  l a t t e r  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  t h e  

same a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  main s e n t e n c e .  

( i )  R e t r o a c t i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  ( e . g .  He i s  t o  blame) 

2 3 ~ n s t a n c e s  a r e  p l e n t i f u l  i n  P r e s e n t - d a y  American E n g l i s h .  Some 
examples from Hemi-ngway, F o r  Whom t h e  Re11 T o l l  c: (Penguin  Books) : A l l  
t h e y  d i d  was s h o u t  ch6  a t  one a n o t h e r  (p .  83)  ; What I would l i k e  t o  do 
i s  - u s e  thy  o r d e r s  f o r  t h a t  purpose  ( p .  1 4 8 ) ;  A 1 1  P i l n n  d i d  was - be a n  
i n t e l l i g e n t  woman ( p .  1 6 3 ) :  A l l  I cou ld  do  was cr_y ( p .  335) .  

2 4 ~ o r  tllis t e rm s e e  J e s p e r s e n ,  M. E .  G . ,  V ,  15 .2 .1 .  



T h i s  t y p c  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  ,gcbnc,r;ll 1 y  imply ing  n c c e s s i  t y  o r  

o b l i g a t i c m ,  i s  t r e q u c n t  i n  Ol i ,  b u t  from t h e  c i r c u m s t a n c e  t h a t  Oi: 

examples a r e  v e r y  s c a r c c  i n  p o c t r y  a n d  o r i g i n a l  p r o s e ,  w h i l e  t h e y  a r c  

found i n  g r e a t  numbers i n  t r a n s l a t i o n s  f r o , ,  L a t i n ,  ~ n l l a w a ~ * ~  t h i n k s  t h a t  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  c a n n o t  h e  o r g a n i c ,  b u t  must b e  due  t o  L a t i n  i n f l u e n c e  

a s  r e n d e r i n g  L a t i n  E n  + gerund ive  o r  s i m i l . a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n s .  I n  t h e  

Gawnin-poet t h e r e  a r e  1 0  examples which a r e  a c t i v e  i n  form b u t  p a s s i v e  

i n  meaning. 

Gawain 356 Bot f o r  a s  much a s  3e  a r  myn em I am o n l y  t o  p r a y s e  
( " t o  b e  p rayse"  a l s o  i n  -- P e a r l  1131,  P u r i t y  1 8 9 ) ;  2. 1398-9 
p a y  l a l e d ,  and made hem b l y b e  Wytii l o t e z  b a t  were  t o  lowe; P e a r l  
6 s  Where r y c h  roklte3 wer t o  d e s c r e u e n ;  2. 563 F y r r e  pen couenaunde 
i s  n o 3 t  t o  p l e t e ;  2. 914 I f  3e c a n  s e  h y t  b e  t o  done;  2. 955 
I n  p a t  o p e r  i s  n o 3 t  b o t  pes  t o  g l e n e ;  P u r i t y  76 More t o  wyte  i s  
h e r  wrange pen any w y l l e  g e n t y l ;  P a t i e n c e  523 F o r  malyse  i s  no3 
t o  m a l T - c ~  b o u t e  mercy w i t h i n n e .  Cf . PP1 V I I .  60 3 i f  t h a t  I l y e  -- 
Mathew i s  t o  b lame;  V I .  307-8 a l e . . . t h a t  i n  borghe  i s  t o  s e l l e .  

O f  t h i s  t y p e  of e x p r e s s i o n ,  t h e  p h r a s e  be t o  blame h a s  s u r v i v e d  i n  ModE, 

b u t  t h e  o t h e r  combina t ions  quoted above a r e  q u i t e  o b s o l e t e  o r  a r c h a i c ,  

i n  which c a s e  now t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  would b e  used .  

As e a r l y  a s  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y  a l s o  a p p e a r s  t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  p a s s i v e  

i n f i n i t i v e  used p r e d i c a t i v e l y .  Concerning t h i s  problem, van d e r  Gaaf 2  6  

c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  p r e d i c a t i v e  p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  d i d  n o t  make i t s  

appearance  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  1 3 t h  c e n t u r y ,  and he c i t e s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

i n s t a n c e  of i t  from 1303 (MS. 1360) R o b e r t  of B r u n n c ' s  Handlyng Synne 

: I546 bey b e t h  t o  b e  blamed e f t  p a r f a r e .  He f u r t h e r  goes on t o  s a y  t h a t  

"by t h e  end of  t h e  f i f t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  p r e d i c a t i v e  p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  

2 5 ~ n f i 1 , i  -- t i v e  i n  Anglo-Saxon, p.  200. C f .  J e s p e r s e n ,  F.1. II. G . ,  V ,  15 .4 .1 .  

26"The P r e d i c a t i v c  P a s s i v e  I n f i n i t i v e , "  E n g l i s h  S t u d i e s ,  >(, p .  110.  



, 
had a c q u i r e d  t l ~ c  s t a t u s  of 3 r c ~ u l a r ,  r ccoguizcd  c o n s t r u c t  i n n . " 2 7  I n  t h c  

worlts of t h e  Gawain-poet (and i n  m) , 11nwcver , t l ~ e r e  i s  I I O  i ~ ~ s L , l l i c c ~  oL 

t h i s  typc  of p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e .  

( i i )  N o n - r e t r o a c t i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  ( e . g .  H e  i s  t o  corne) 

According t o  van d e r  ~ a a f , ~ ~  t h i s  t y p e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  d e n o t i n g  

f u t u r i t y  m o s t l y  w i t h  a  s l i g h t  admix tc rc  of p r c d c s t i ~ z t i o n ,  began t o  '-- u L 

used i n  l a t e  OE a s  a n  i m i t a t i o n  of L a t i n  e s s e  + f u t u r e  p a r t i c i p l e .  I n  

l a t e  ME and e a r l y  ModE t h e  i d e a  of p r e d e s t i n a t i o n ,  a r rangement ,  a g r e e -  

ment,  sometimes becomes predominant i n  t h e  s i g n i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  con- 

s t r u c t i o n .  I n  PE t h i s  i s  t h e  u s u a l  meaning. I n  l a t e  ME and e a r l y  ModE 

we a l s o  f i n d  i n s t a n c e s  of t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  t h e  sensc. of o b l i g a t i o n  

o r  n e c e s s i t y .  As a  r e s u l t ,  b e t ?  i s  o f t e n  synonymous w i t h  ought  t o ,  

have t o ,  must .  I n  PE, however, t h i s  meaning i s  g e t t i n g  l e s s  common, a s  

have t o  o r t e n  t a k e s  t h e  p l a c e  of be t o .  I n  view of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

e a r l i e s t  i n s t a n c e  of t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  q u e s t i o n  d a t e s  from t h e  end of 

t h e  1 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  however, Trnka i s  undoubtedly  wrong i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  

t h e  f i r s t  t o  u s e  ' b e  t o  + i n f i n i t i v e '  i n  t h e  a c t i v e  meaning was Wycl i f .  2  9 

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  two examples of t h i s  u s e ,  i n  which 

t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  of f u t u r i t y  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t .  

P e a r l  951-2 a t  nys t o  yow no more t o  mene Bot " c e t 6  of God", P 
oper  " s y 3 t  of pes t ' ;  b. 1041 p a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  a s  h e r  byrp-wha te j .  3  0  

2 8 1 1 ~ e o n  and habban connected w i t h  an i n f  l e c t c d  i n f i n i t i v e , "  Engl i  sh 
S t u d i e s ,  X I I I ,  p. 186.  

3 
C 2 9 ~ .  ,it., p .  79 .  

3 O ~ h i s  may hc  b c t t c r  c o n s i d c r e d  t o  b c  an example of t h e  subjective 
p r e d i c i i t i v c  a s  a  s u l ~ s t a n t i v e - c c l u i v n l c n t  t l i s c u s s c d  i n  3.2(1)  ( a ) .  CT. 
Jcspc.rscn,  M. 1;. C . ,  V ,  11.2 .1 .  



C f .  - PP1 I .  11 'Wlint i s  t h i s  t o  ~ i i m ~ ;  X .  473-4 C r y s p t c s  t r c s o r c , ,  tlie 
which i s  iiiclnnc~s s o n l c  t o  s a u c  a? god s c i t h  i n  t h c  gospel  : XV. 592 
And I ~ o p e n  t h a  L he hc t o  c - o n l ~ '  tli:? t sll-:l 1 1 ~ 1 ~ 1  ~ C ? C U C .  

I n  t h e  l a s t  two i n s t a n c e s  from z, t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n  o f  f u t u r i t y  i s  more 

o r  l e s s  prominent .  

( c )  The word t o  which t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  r e f e r s  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of a  p a s s i v e  

v e r b  : 

There  a r e  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  where t h e  word t o  which t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

r e f e r s  i s  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  a  p a s s i v e  v e r b  a s  i n :  NodE "He was s e e n  t o  go 

ou t" .  T h i s  i s  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  p a s s i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  " t h e  i n f  i n i t i v e  - 
a s  an o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e , "  which w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

s e c t i o n  3 . 2 ( 2 ) .  I n  t h e  Gallrain-poet o n l y  t h e  t o - i n f i n i t i v e  o c c u r s  a f t e r  

t h e  pass i -ve  form of & ( = c a u s e ) ,  make, f o r b e d e  and l a b e  ( = u r g e ) ,  of 

which*  i s  more o f t e n  fo l lowed  by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  t h e  cor respond-  

i n g  a c t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I n  =, however, t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  a l s o  

found t w i c e  . 

P e a r l  942 F o r  b e r e  b e  o l d e  g u l t e  v a t > ,  don t o  s h a k e ;  P u r i t y  
44-5 h e  s c h u l d e . . . b e  fo rboden  b a t  b o r 3 e  t o  bowe b i d e r  n e v e r ;  
I b .  89-91 Kep te  wer pay f a y r e , .  . .Fu l  maner ly  wyth rnarschal  - 
mad --- f o r  t o  s i t t e ;  - I b .  163-4 a l l e  a r n  l abed  l u f l y l y ,  b e  l u b e r  
and b e  b e t t e r ,  . . . b  a t  f e s t  t o  have.  C f .  - PP1 11. 218 He was . . .  
o u e r - a 1  yhowted and y h o t e  t r u s s e ;  X I I I . 3 3  T h i s  m a i s t e r  was 
made s i t t e  a s  f o r  t h e  most wor thy .  

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n s t a n c e s  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  may b e  b e t t e r  r e g a r d e d  

a s  t h a t  of d i r e c t i o n :  

P u r i t y  684 Sypen h e  i s  cliosen t o  be  c h e f  c h y l d r y n  f a d e r ;  a. 
1734 y  wa le  rengne  i s  w a l t  i n  wc3 tes  t o  heng;  P a t i e n c e  245 P Row i s  J o n a s  be  jwe jugged t o  drowne. 

3 . 2 ( 2 )  O b  j c c  t i v e  P r c d i c a L i v e  

Tlic i n f i n i  t i v e  i s  a l s o  used a s  a  k ind  of  o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i  c o t i v e  



, 

i n  a ~ o n b t r u ~  t i d n  ~ t ~ b C ~ ) ~ t l ~ l ~ i l y  r c f ~ ~ r r c d  t o  2 s  tile ' a ~ ~ u b ~ i t i v e  wi Lii 

i n f i n i t i ~ e ' , ~ ~  cc lu iva lCnt  t o  a n  o b j e c t  c l a u s e ,  i n  which t l ~ e  ' a c c u s a t i v e '  

i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of tile i n f i n i t i v e  and t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

assumes t h e  f u n c t i o n  of a  p r e d i c a t e  v e r b ,  t h e  ' a c c u s a t i v e '  and t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e  a s  a  whole f u n c t i o n i n g  a s  t h e  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  of t h e  main v e r b .  

The h i s t o r y  of t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  may b e  summarized a c c o r d i n g  t o  Mustanoja 

a s  f o l l c , ; , : ~ :  Even i n  e a r l i e s t  OE,  a s  i n  o t h e r  e a r l y  Indo-European 

l a n g u a g e s ,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  o c c u r s  a s  a  k i n d  of o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  ( o r ,  

t o  u s e  t h e  t e rm of  N u s t a n o j a ,  ' p r e d i c a t e  a c c u s a t i v e ' ) .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  

seems t o  o c c u r  f i r s t  a f t e r  c e r t a i n  c a u s a t i v e  v e r b s ,  b u t  i t s  u s e  a f t e r  

v e r b s  of p e r c e p t i o n  i s  remarkab ly  a n c i e n t ,  t o o .  I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  

v e r b s  of  s a y i n g - i t  i s  found i n  OE o n l y  i n  s l a v i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  from 

L a t i n  o r i g i n a l s .  I n  e a r l y  ME t h e r e  i s  a  r e m a r k a b l e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  

u s e  of  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a f t e r  v e r b s  of c a u s a t i o n ,  and s i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  

of  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y  t h e  a c c u s a t i v e  w i t h  i n f i n i t i v e  h a s  been p r a c t i c a l l y  

t h e  o n l y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  used w i t h  t h e s e  v e r b s .  It i s  a l s o  q u i t e  common 

a f t e r  v e r b s  of  p e r c e p t i o n .  It i s  used i n  an i n c r e a s i n g  measure a f t e r  

v e r b s  d e n o t i n g  menta l  a c t i v i t y  of v a r i o u s  k i n d s .  From t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y  

onwards t h e  a c c u s a t i v e  w i t h  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  w i d e l y  used a l s o  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  

w i t h  v e r b s  of s a y i n g  and b e l i e v i n g .  The g r e a t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  u s e  of 

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  between t h e  1 4 t h  and t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r i e s  seems t o  b e  

l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of L a t i n .  T h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  c a s e  

a f t e r  v e r b s  of  s a y i n g .  Wyclif  and Pecock appear  t o  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

% 

F' 32.rhe problem a s  t o  t h i s  c o n s L r u c t i o n  i s  a d e q u a t e l y  d i s c u s s e d  by  
J e s p c i - s e n ,  M, E .  C., V ,  18 .1 .1-18.1 .4 .  
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fond of Lllc nccr i sn t ivc  wit11 j n f i n i t i v ~  ( M u s t  nno jn ,  P l idd l  c I?ngl i  s11 S y n t  32, 

p a r t  I ,  pp. 526-7) .  What i s  t o  h e  remembered h e r e  i s  t h a t  s i n c e  01:, a 

s u b s t a n t i v e ,  p a r t i c i p l e  o r  a d j e c t i v e  b e s i d e s  an  i n f i n i t i v e  have been  

commonly used i n  t h i s  Funct ion ( c . g .  Gawn in 2390 I halcle h i t  h a r d i l y  -- h o l e ) .  

Hence t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  t h e s e  p r c d i c a t i v e  forms must have been a  

v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  development of t h e  one w i t h  t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e .  

Although i n  some i n s t a n c e s  t h e  f u n c t i o n  of [ h e  i n f i n i t i v e  b o r d e r s  

on t h a t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  of purpose  o r  d i r e c t i o n ,  t h e r e  a r e  some 122 

i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h i s  uszge  i n  t h e  works of t h e  Gawain-poet,  which c o n s t i t u t e  

abou t  1 6  p e r c e n t  of t h e  i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e .  I n = ,  on t h e  

hand,  t h e r e  a r e  a s  many a s  403 i n s t a n c e s  which amount t o  about  25 p e r c e n t  

of t h e  whole.  Hence i t  may be  s a f e l y  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Gawain-poet u s e s  t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e  a s  an  o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  f a i r l y  f r e q u e n t l y ,  through f a r  

l e s s  s o  t h a n  Langland who, l i k e  Wyclif  and Pecock, seems t o  b e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

fond o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

As r e g a r d s  t h e  form of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  used i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n ,  t h e  

b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  r u l e ,  b u t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  of t ime  t h e r e  

came i n  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e .  According t o  K e l l n e r ,  i n  t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  

t h e  l a t t e r  becomes t h e  r u l e .  32 I n  t h e  Gawain-poet, o u t  of the  122 instances, 

60 a r e  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  w h i l e  62 a r e  t h e  t o - i n f i n i t i v e .  Judg ing  from 

t h e  f i g u r e s  given above,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  f r e q u e n c y  of b o t h  i n f i n i t i v e s  seems 

t o  b e  much t h e  samc, b u t  i t  does  n o t  f o l l o w  from t h i s  t h a t  t h e  one i s  



I found a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  a f t e r  o n l y  a  l i m i t e d  number O F  v c r b s  l i k e  &, 

6 -' bedc - do ( = c a u s e ) ,  bcsc~cl ic ,  E, w, c t c . ,  most o f  w h i c l ~  a r e ,  even 

t o d a y ,  a l m o s t  i n v a r i a b l y  c o n s t r u c d  w i t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  b u t  
f 

o t h e r w i s e  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  i s  by f a r  t h e  more common. The p e r i p h r a s t i c  

p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  form i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  i s  e x c e e d i n g l y  r a r e ,  o c c u r r i n g  

o n l y  f i v e  t imes  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  used a s  a n  o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  

i s  v e r y  f r e q u e n t  a f t e r  c e r t a i n  v e r b s  of Expressed o r  Impl ied  C a u s a t i o n  

( A ) ;  i s  l e s s  common a f t e r  v e r b s  of Sense  P e r c e p t i o n  ( B ) ;  and i s  a lmos t  

unknown a f t e r  v e r b s  of Plental  P e r c e p t i o n  (C) and of D e c l a r a t i o n  (D) . 
Each of  t h e :  g roups  w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  below. 

(A) Verbs of Expressed o r  Impl ied  Cause t i o n  

The ' a c c u s a t i v e  w i t h  i n f i n i t i v e '  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r s  most o f t e n ,  

namely 104 t imes  w i t h  v e r b s  of c a u s a t i o n ,  e x p r e s s e d  o r  i m p l i e d ,  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  

w i t h  OE and ME examples of t h e  c o n s t r ~ c t i o n . ~ ~  The i n s t a n c e s  c o n s i d e r e d  

b e l o n g i n g  h e r e  w i l l  be  found w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  groups  of  v e r b s ,  a l t h o u g h  

w e  o f t e n  h e s i t a t e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  t o  which group a  g iven  v e r b  may be long :  

(1) Most f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  Verbs of Caus ing  and Al lowing,  and of P r e v e n t j n g ,  

of which t h e  c h i e f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a r e  l e t ,  gar and &I ( = c a u s e ) .  TO 

t h i s  group b e l o n g  52 examples of which 27 a r e  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  and 

25 t h e  - t o - i n f i n i t i v e .  The f u l l  l i s t  f o l l o w s :  

8. 
E 3 3 ~ a l  lawny, J't~c I n f i n i t i v e  i n  An-do-Saxon, p .  107;  Zei t l  i n ,  The 

Acctir ,at ivc w i  t h  T n f i n i  t j v c  and Some Kindred Con: : t r t~c t ionr ,  i n  E n g l i s h ,  - ---- ---- 
p .  43 .  



l e t  ( = a l l o w ,  p e r m i t ,  cnrise) (2$1 e x s . ) :  i n  tllc Gnwain-poet t l l i s  

occur  once .  A f t c r  let tile c o n s t r u c t i o n  under d i s c r ~ s s j o n  i s  v e r y  comnmn 

i n  OE and ME. I n  f a c t  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet i t  i s  most f r e q u e n t  w i t h  & 

(and i n  PP1 a s  w e l l )  : 

With to: Gawain 1733-4 Got b e  l a d y  f o r  l u f  l e t  n o t  t o  s l e p e ,  
Ne j c  purpccc  t o  pnyrc  P n t  py;t i n  h i r  h c r t  ( c f .  no : - - + -  I L L a  L U ~ C C S  

i n  E,  b u t  one i n  Chaucer:  TC V. 226 I n o t ,  a l a s !  whi l e t e  
i c h  h i r e  t o  g o ) .  

Without  t o :  P e a r l  718 Do way, l e t  c h y l d e r  v n t o  me t y 3 t ;  P u r i t y  
1434 L e t  j i s e  l a d y e s  of hem l a p e ;  Gawain 2387 L e t e z  me ouer ta l i e  
your  w y l l e .  

Other  i n s t a n c e s :  Gawain 248-9, 420 ,  423,  1154,  1994,  2208; 
P e a r l  2 8 ,  901,  912,  964; P u r i t y  732. 

G e n e r a l l y  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  p l a c e d  b e f o r e  

t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  shown above.  O c c a s i o n a l l y ,  however,  we f i n d  t h e  

i n v e r s e  o r d e r  whereby e n t e r s  i n t o  a  f i x e d  combina t ion  w i t h  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  i n f i n i t i v e  and forms n e a r l y  one s e m a n t i c  whole w i t h  i t ,  

fo l lowed  by an o b j e c t .  The o n l y  e x p r e s s i o n  of t h i s  t y p e  t h a t  I have 

come a c r o s s  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet i s  l e t  b e  ( = t o  l e a v e  o f f ,  c e a s e  from):34 

Gawain 1840 And l e t t e z  y o u r  b i s i n e s s e ,  f o r  I baybe h i t  yow n e u e r .  

But i n  P e a r l  901 Neuer b e  l e s s  l e t  b e  my bonc ,  l e t  b e  i s  n o t  i n t e r p r e t e d  

i n  t h e  same way, b e c a u s e  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  mere ly  

3 4 ~ ~ ~  - h a s  examples from c .  1175.  Another  p o s s i b l e  example of t h i s  
i s :  P e a r l  7 1 '  His d c s s y p e l e 3  wyth blame l e t  b e  hem b e d e ,  i n  which c a s e ,  
however, 'hem' i s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  ( i  . e .  bede 
hem l e t  b e ) ,  t h a t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  b e i n g  unexpressed .  Other  e x p r e s s -  
i o n s  of t h i s  t y p e ,  though n o t  found i n  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  a r e  l e t  go ( c . g .  
PP1 V. 334 l e t  22 t h e  cuppe) and l e t  p a s s  ( = p a s s  b y ,  n e g l e c t )  ( e - g .  rfi - 
111. 196 She 1cLe th  T a s s e  p r i s o n e r c s )  . 7 ' 1 1 ~  l a s t  example from PPI i s  f a r  
o l d e r  t h a n  t l lc  c . a r l i c s t  one ( d a t e d  1530) i l l  OED. 



a f t e r  i t ,  owing t o  t h c  r e q u i r e ~ n c n t s  of  t h e  rliynw. 

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  i n L i n i  t i v e  used a s  an  o b j e c t i v e  prc,diceLivt:  

h a s  a  p a s s i v e  meaning: 

P e a r l  813-4 F o r  vus  he  l e t t c  h y m  f l y 3 e  and f g l d c  And h r c d e  vpon 
a  bostwys bem (=For u s  he l e t  l ~ i m s c l f  b e  scourgcd  and b e n t  a n d  - 
s t r e t c h e d  upon a  cumbrous c r o s s ) .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e  p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  a l s o  occt t rs  twice :  

Gawain 468 He l e t  no semhlaunt  b e  scLe ,  b o t  s a y d e  f u l  hy3e;  
I b .  1083-4 p e  s y r e . .  .Let  )e l a d i e z  h e  f e t t e  t o  lylce hem p e  b e t t e r .  - 

gar ( 8 ) :  w i t h  t h i s  c a u s a t i v e  v e r b  b o t h  forms of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

occur  f o u r  t imes  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  Cf .  - PP1 w i t h  t o ,  6 ;  w i t h o u t  to, 4 .  

Without  t o :  P e a r l  331 What s e r u e 3  t r e s o r ,  b o t  g a r e 3  g=; 
P u r i t y  1361 B a l t a z a r  b u r 3  Bab i loyn  h i s  banne g a r t  c r y e ;  P e a r l  
86 ;  P u r i t y  896.  

N i t h  t o :  Gavain 2460 For  t o  ha• ’  greued Gaynour and g a r t  -- h i r  - t o  
dyye ;  Pea_rL 1151 Y a t  s y g t  m e  g a r t  t o  benk t o  wade; P u r i t y  1643-6 
b e  So; e r s y n  of  heven. .  . G a r t  h y m  g r a t t e s t  t o  b e  of  governores  a l l e  
And a l l e  p e  w o r l d e  i n  h i s  w y l l e  - w e l e 3 5  a s  hym l y k e s .  

do (=cause )  ( 5 ) :  a f t e r  t h e  c a u s a t i v e  do, 5 i n s t a n c e s  a r e  found ,  - 
o f  which 3  a r e  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  and 2 t h e  t o - i n f i n i - t i v e .  I n  Langland 

and Chaucer a s  w e l l ,  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  f a r  more common a f t e r  d o .  

Without  t o :  Gawain 1325-7 e  b e s t . .  . d idden  h e m  d e r e l y  vndo a s  P -- 
b e  dede  aslcez; 2. 2210-11 My l y f  p a 3  I f o r g o o ,  Drede d o t ~  me 
no l o t e ;  P a t i e n c e  -- 443-4 e  whyle God of h i s  g r a c e  ded growe of 

I P 
p a t  s o y l e  \/e f a y r e s t  bynde hym abof p a t  e u e r  b u r n e  wys te .  

1 
With to: P e a r l  306 a 3  f o r t u n e  dyd your  f l e s c h  t o  dy?e ;  a. P 556 And bou d o t z  h e m  vus  t o  c o u n t e r f e t e .  

Thus i n  ME 42 i s  c u r r e n t  i n  c a u s a t i v e  f u n c t i o n  b u t  l a t e r  i n  ModE i t  f a l l s  

3 5 ~ h i s  i n f i n i t i v c  i s  governed by t h e  to o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  ' t o  b e ' ,  
b u t  i t  may a l s o  be c o n s i d c r c d  t o  be  a  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v c  s i n c e  t h e  v e r b  
gnr i s  e q u a l l y  c o n s t r u e d  w i t h  t l ~ c  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v c .  



i n f i n i t i v e  i n  t h e  Gnwain-poct. I n  PE the b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  t h e  r u l c ,  

b u t  i n  ME t l lc  t o - i n f i n i  t i v e  seems t o  b e  p rcvn i  l i n g  i n  t l ~ i s  f u n c t i o n  

a l t h o u g h  b o t h  forms of t l ~ e  i n f i n i t i v e  o c c u r .  For  example,  i n  - PP1 

o u t  of 3 5  i n s t a n c e s  2 1  a r e  t h e  - t o - i n f i n i t i v e  w h i l e  14 a r e  t h e  b a r e  

i n f i n i t i v e .  I n  Chaucer ,  t o o ,  t h e  - t o - i n f i n i t i v e  i s  more conunon a f t e r  

t h i s  v e r b .  36 Examples from t h e  Gawain-poet a r e :  

Gawain 1564-5 bawemen.. .madee k m  mawgref h i s  hed for t o  mwe v t t e r  ; 
I b .  1567 Bot 3 e t  b e  s t y f f e s t  t o  s t a r t  b i  s t o u n d e z  h e  made; P u r i t v  - 
1566 And make b e  mate r  t o  m a l t  my mynde w y t h i n n e ;  P a t i e n c e  299-300 
F o r  p a t  mote i n  h i s  mawe made b... - t o  wamel a t  h i s  h e r t .  

d r y u e  ( = t o  i n c i t e  o r  impel  p o w e r f u l l y  o r  i r r e s i s t a b l y ;  t o  f o r c e ,  

compel-&D) (4 )  : f o u r  i n s t a n c e s  o c c u r ,  accompanied by t ; ~ e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  

a l o n e .  They a r e  by f a r  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e  e a r l i e s t  q u o t a t i o n  ( d a t e d  1533)  

Gawain 523 He d r y u e s  wyth d r o 3 t  b e  d u s t  for t o  r y s e ;  P a t i e n c e  235 
Y d r o f  h e m  d r y g l y c h  adoun b e  depe  t o  s e r u e ;  Gawain 524,  1047-8.  

g y u e  ( = g r a n t ,  a l low)  ( 2 )  : found t w i c e  w i t h  t h e  3 - i n f  i n i t i v c .  

~ u s t a n o ~ a ~ ~  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p e c u l i a r  OE u s e s  of t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  

a f t e r  -give s u r v i v e s  i n  a  few ME c a s e s .  No such  examples a r e ,  however, 

found i n  t h e  Gawain-poet  (and Langland a s  w e l l ) .  

P e a r l  705-7 h e . .  .Gyue be t o  p a s s e ,  when bou a r t  t r y e d ;  fi. 1211 
He gef vus  t o  b e  h i s  homly hync.  

s t e r c  ( = r e s t r a i n )  ( 2 )  : accompanied by t h e  2 - i n f i n i  t i v e .  As a  

3 k f .  Kcnyon, The Syn tax  of t h c  I n f i n i t i v e  i n  C h n u c e r ,  p.  104.  

3 7 9 .  a., p. 531. 



v e r b  of p r e v e n t i n g ,  t l l i  s  s t e r e  i s  t h c  o n l y  example fol lowed by t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e  a s  an o h j e c t i v c  p r c d i c a t i v e .  

P e a r l  1159-60 And t o  s t a r t  i n  h e  s t r e m  s c h u l d c  non s t c r e ,  
'I'o swymme be r e m n a l n t ,  t)a3 I h e r  s w a l t e .  

Other  v e r b s  be long ing  t o  t h i s  group a r e :  g rnun t  ( 2 )  (Gawain 921; 

P a t i e n c e  2 4 0 ) ,  e n t y s e  ( P u r i t y  1 8 0 8 ) ,  l e u e l  (=;]!low) (Gnwnin 9 8 ) ,  s u f f e r  -- 
(Gawain l 9 6 7 ) ,  b o l e  ( = s u i f e r )  (Gawain 18593. A l l  t h e s e  v e r b s  a r e  found 

w i t h  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  al-one i n  t h e  Gavain-poet .  

(2) Next most f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  Verbs of Commanding, of which t h e  c h i e f  

r e p r e s e n i a t i v e  i s  bede (=command). 21  examples be long  h e r e .  T h i s  group 

i s  composed of t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

bede ( < O E  beodan=command) (17 e x s . ) :  b o t h  k i n d s  of i n f i n i t i v e  - 
occur  w i t h  t h i s  v e r b ,  b u t  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  more common. That  i s ,  

t h e r e  a r e  12 examples of t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  a g a i n s t  5  o f  t h e  &I- 

i n f i n i t i v e .  Cf .  = w i t h o u t  t o ,  40: w i t h  t o ,  5.  

W i t h o u t t o :  Gawain 1437 enne pay b e t e n  on p e  buskez ,  and bede '9 
hym v p r y s e ;  &rix 1551 He bede h i s  burnes  boy t o ;  P a t i e n c e  187 

f r e k e .  . .bed hym f e r k  up. 

Other  examples:  Gawain 344 (2  exs  .) , 2012; P e a r l  715; P u r i t y  
130,  482,  500, 942. 

With t_o: Cawain 1374-5 f r e k e z  h e  beddez Veray ly  h i s  venysoun 
t o  f e c h  hym b y f o r n e ;  P a t i e n c e  51-2 3 i f  my l e g e  l o r d e  l y s t  on 
l y u e  me t o  b i d d e ,  Oper t o  r y d e  o p e r  t o  r e n n e  t o  Rome i n  h i s  
e r n d e ;  P u r i t y  1221-4 (2  e x s . ) .  

There  a r e  two p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e s  used a f t e r  bcde: 

P u r i t y  1221-4 h e  ... bede be  burne  to b e  b r o s  t o  Rabyloyn be 
r y c h c ,  And p e r ?  i n  doungoun b e  don t o  d r c 3 e  p e r  h i s  wyrdrs .  

The f o l l o w i n g  example i s  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  i n  t h a t  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  

of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  expressed by t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  g e n i t i v e  w i t h  -- o f :  



P u r i t y  439-40 cn 1 1 ~  s t n c  up b c > , s t n n g e z ,  s t o p e d  bc  w c l l e z ,  
r e d  b lynne  nT be  rnyn  (=hnde t l i r  r a i n  r c : ~ s i ~ ) .  

3  8  
- 

comaund ( 6 )  : t h i s  v e r b  i s  found on1 y  w i t h  t h e  % - i n f i n i t i v e .  

S i x  examples o c c u r  h e r e .  

Gav7nin 366 Pin comaunded b e  kyng b e  h n y j t  f o r  t o  r y s c ;  P c ~ r i t y  898 
F y - o m a u n d e d  ~JTJ cof t o  cuch b a t  he  hade ;  Gawnin 1372-3; P u r i t y  
624,  1428-9 (2 e x s  .) . 

o n e  ( e n j o i n )  ( I ) :  accompanied by t h e  bare i n f i n i t i v e .  The 

o n l y  example t h a t  h a s  come t o  hand i s ,  

P u r i t y  877 Who joyned b e  be  j o s t y s e  o u r e  j a p e z  t o  blame. 

r e s t a y e  ( 1 ) :  t h e  o n l y  i n s t a n c e  i s  found w i t h  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e :  

G a w a i ~  1672 e  l o r d  hym l e t t e d  of b a t ,  t o  l e n g e  k m  r e s t e y e d .  P 
(3 )  L e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  w i t h  Verbs of Advis ing ,  Teach ing ,  P e r s u a d i n g  and 

t h ~ ~  l i k e .  Seven teen  examples be long  t o  t h i s  group.  

t e ~ h e ~ ~  ( 4  e x s  .) : w i t h  t h i s  v e r b  t h e  = - i n • ’  i n i t i v e  o c c u r s  t h r e e  

t imes  and t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  once:  

Without  to: P l l r i t y  160 O f  t e b e  t e n f u l l y  t o g e d e r  , t o  t e c h e  h y m  
b e  qoyn t .  C f T - c h .  TC I11 41-2 s o  t e c h e t h  me devyse  Some joye  - 
of  t h a t  i s  f e l t  i n  t h i  s e r u y s e .  

With t o :  Gawain 2379-80 For  c a r e  of by knokke cowardyse me t a 3 t  
To a c o r d e  me c o u e t y s e ,  my kynde t o  f o r s a k e ;  2. 2075 \pat  s h u l d e  
t e c h e  h y m  t o  t o u r n e  t o  b a t  t e n e  p l a c e .  

red (3 )  : found twice  w i t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f  i n i t i v e  and once v r i  t h  t h e  

t o - i n f i n i t i v e :  - 

Without  to: P e a r l  743-4 I r e d e  & f o r s a k e  b e  wor lde  wode And 

3 8 ~ f .  Hawle t t  0 45 s h e  d i d  n o t  l e t  of  t h e  c h i l d . .  . s h e  k i s s e d  
him a g a i n ,  and l e t  him go ( q .  J e s p e r s e n ,  M. E .  G . ,  111, 1 3 . 4 . 3 . ) .  

3 9 ~ c g a r d i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  wi tli t e a c h ,  some s c h o l a r s  t a k e  t h e  
i n f i n i t i v e  a s  a  d i rec t :  o b j e c t  ;:*ttl  t h e  person a s  an i n d i r e c t  o1) jec t  
(cL. S E d e r l i n d ,  9. G., p. 211, . 



p o c l ~ n c c  1,)~ p c ~ l  c n l n ~ l i e l l  c l s .  , 

W j  tli to: Gawnin 138 a t  110 llyni r e d  t o  r y d c .  Yi 
wnrne ( 2 ) :  b o t h  forms of tlle i n f i n i t i v e  occur  o n l y  oncc:  

Without  t o :  P n t i c n c c  469 And syben 11c warne3 j e  West ?.1kCn "11 
s o • ’  t e .  C f .  - PP1 P r o l .  207 F o r - t h i  vclic a  wj s e  w i 7 t e  I wnrne w j  Le 
we1 h i s  ownc. 

With to: Gnwajn 521-2 h e r u e s t . .  .Warnez k r n  f o r  b e  wynter  t o  was  
Tul s o n e .  

Other  v e r b s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h i s  group a r e :  amonest ( P u r i t y  8 l 8 ) ,  

enchace  ( = u r g e )  ( P e a r l  l 7 3 ) ,  kenne (Gawain l 4 8 4 ) ,  l a b e  (=urge)  ( P u r i t y  8 l ) ,  

mynn ( = e x h o r t )  (Gawain 9 8 2 ) ,  norne  (=urge)  ( P u r i t y  8 0 3 ) ,  waync (Gawain 

9 8 4 ) ,  wynne ( = p e r s u a d e )  ( P u r i t y  1616) .  A l l  t h e s e  v e r b s  a r e  found w i t h  

t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  a l o n e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet .  

( 4 )  Only s l i g h t l y  l e s s  f r e q u e n t l y  than  t h e  p r e c e d i n g ,  w i t h  Verbs of 

R e q u e s t i n g .  12 examples b e l o n g  t o  t h i s  group.  

b e s e c h e  ( 4 ) :  t h i s  v e r b  i s  accompanied by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  

t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  and by t h e  t o - i n f i n i t i v e  i n  one .  Cf .  - PP1 w i t h o u t  to, 

3 :  w i t h  to, 4. 

Wi thou t  to: Gawain 776 Now bone h o s t e l . .  .I b e s e c h e  yow 7 e t t e ;  
P a t i e n c e  413 I b e s e c h  &, S y r e ,  now bou s e l f  iugge;  Gawain 1862. -. - 

With - t o :  Gawain 1861-3 ho ... b i s o 3 t  hym, f o r  h i r  s a k e ,  d i s c e u e r  
h i t  n e u e r ,  Bot t o  l e l l y  l a y n e  f o r  h i r  l o r d e .  

I n  t h e  l a s t  q u o t a t i o n ,  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  and t h e  5 - i n f i n i t i v e  a r e  

found i n  t h e  same s e n t e n c e ,  i n  which c a s e  t h e  u s e  of to w i t h  t h e  second 

i n f i n i t i v e  may b e  due  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  two i n f i n i t i v e s  a r e  s e p a r a t e d  

by s e v e r a l  words .  

p r a y  (3)  : always  accompanied by t h e  t o - i n f i n i  t i v e .  Cf . PPI 

w i t h o u t  &, 5 ;  w i t h  to, 17.  



b i d  (< OE biddan-pray ,  l:r;,) ( 2 )  : i n  MI': bidd.?n and b e ~ d ~ n .  (=con!!:!znc!) - -- 

were l e v e l l e d  under  t h e  form b i d d e n ,  which was 11sed i n  t h e  two s e n s e s  of 

' p r a y  ' and 'command ' . I lere we a r e  concerned w i t h  t h e  former  meaning. 

PP1 w i t h o u t  to, 6 ;  w i t h  to, 2 .  - 
Cavain  2089-10 y e  burne  b a t  rod  hym by Rede h i s  mays te r  a b i d e ;  
P e a r l  520 And no mon bydde3 we do r y 3 t  n o 3 t .  C f  . PP1 X V I .  64-5 
I. . .bade h y m  f u l  f a y r e  To d i s c =  t h e  f r u i t .  

O ther  v e r b s  o f  t h i s  group a r e  e& (=i n t r e a t )  (Gawain 2467-8 (2  

e x s . ) )  and p r e t e  (=beseech)  (Gawain 1 9 8 0 ) .  b o t h  of  which a r e  accompanied 

by  t h e  t o - i n f i n i t i v e .  

( 5 )  Very r a r e l y  w i t h  Other  Verbs where t h e  c a u s a t i v e  e lement  i s  i n  some 

d e g r c L  p rominen t .  The o n l y  p o s s i b l e  v e r b  which may b e  c o n s i d e r e d  h e r e  

i s  d y 3 t  ( = a p p o i n t ,  o r d a i n ) .  With t h i s  v e r b  two examples of  t h e  t o -  

i n f i n i t i v e  o c c u r ;  however,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  used h e r e  may a l s o  b e  con- 

s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h a t  of  d i r e c t i o n .  

Gawain 697-8 Warloker  t o  ha•’  wro3 t  had more wyt bene ,  And ha• ’  d y 3 t  
3onder d e r e  a  dulc t o  haue worbed; Pat ic&-;= 488 Why ne  d y 3 t t e 3  pou 
me t o  d i ? e ?  - 

( B )  Verbs of Sense  P e r c e p t i o n  

Though f a r  l e s s  f r e q u c n t l y  than  w i t h  Verbs of  C a u s a t i o n ,  t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e  a s  a n  o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  ( o r  t h e  ' a c c u s a t i v e  w i t h  i n f i n i t i v e ' )  

i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  found w i t h  Verbs of  Sense  P e r c e p t i o n .  Eleven examples 

f a l l  w i t h i n  'illis g r o u p ,  a11  of which a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  a ~ 2 o m p a n i t d  by t h e  

b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e .  
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l icrc~ (5 )  : Pc;~t-l 879 A n o t e  f u l  n,wc I hcrdc  llcm wnrpc.; C a w l ~ i  n G90, 
1523; P t ~ r i  t y  1586;  ~ a t i c ~ ~ ~ c c  301-2. 

s e  ( 5 ) :  P u r i t y  68 To s e e  hem p u l l e  i n  bc plow aprochc me byhnuez; - 
Gswnin 1582, 2315; P e a r l  8G7; P u r i t y  788. 

fynde ( 1 ) :  P e a r l  514 And yde l  men s t a n d e  h e  fynde3 b e r a t .  

Verbs of Mental  P e r c e p t i o n  

Some s c h o l a r s 4 0  contend t h a t  t h e  ' a c c u s a t i v e  w i t h  i n f i n i t i v e '  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o c c u r s  f r e q u e n t l y  from t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y  on\:ards a f t e r  

v e r b s  of menta l  p e r c e p t i o n .  T h i s  s t a t e m e n t ,  however, seems t o  be 

q u i t e  m i s l e a d i n g .  The c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  e x c e e d i n g l y  r a r e ,  i n  t h e  Gawain- 

p o e t ,  o c c u r r i n g  o n l y  twice  a f t e r  v e r b s  o f  t h i s  k i n d .  It seems t o  be 

v e r y  r a r e  i n  Chaucer ,  too .  41 Even i n  where t h e  ' a c c u s a t i v e  w i t h  

i n f i n i t i v e '  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  v e r y  common, i t  o c c u r s  o n l y  t w i c e  a f t e r  

v e r b s  of menta l  p e r c e p t i o n ,  whereas  i n  Pecock ( c .  1450) i t  i s  w i d e l y  

used .  Judg ing  from t h e s e  f a c t s ,  F .  ~ c h m i d t ~ ~  seems t o  b e  c o r r e c t  i n  

assuming t h a t  b e f o r e  Pecock t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  t o  b e  found o n l y  v e r y  

s p o r a d i c a l l y .  The o n l y  two examples i n  t h e  Gawain-poet a r e  b o t h  found 

a f t e r  h a l d e ,  where t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  h a s  a  p a s s i v e  meaning: 

P e a r l  301-3 I h a l d e  p a t  i u e l e r  l y t t e l  t o  p r a y s e . .  .And much t o  
blame. Cf .  PP1 I. 143 This  I t rowe be  t r e u t h e .  

Onc of t h e  r e a s o n s  why, a f t e r  v e r b s  of menta l  p e r c e p t i o n ,  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

i s  v e r y  r a r e  may be  t h a t  some p r e d i c a t i v e  o t h e r  t h a n  an i n f i n i t i v e - a n  

a d j e c t i v e ,  p a r t i c i p l e  o r  s u b s t a n t i v e - i s  o f t e n  employed w i t h  t h e  

- -  

4 0 ~ u s t a n o j a ,  9. &. , p .  527; Trnka,  2. G., p .  84. 

4 1 ~ f .  J .  S .  Kenyon, 2. -- c i t . ,  pp. 102-106. 

42~11e -- ~ a n g u a g c  of Pccock,  pp. 1 i 7 -9 .  



' a c c u s a t i v e ' ,  a s  i n  (;aw;ljn 2'390 I: 11a,lde l ~ a r d i  l y  llol e ;  P c : ~ r l  282 -- 

I ~ ~ a w e d  illy 11crle  u u ~  oi t i a w e  3 ' 

( D )  Verbs of  I k c l a r a t i o n  

As a l r e a d y  s t a t e d ,  t h e  ' a c c u s a t i v e  w i t h  i n f i n i t i v e '  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

a f t e r  v e r b s  of d e c l a r a t i o n  i s  found i n  OE o n l y  i n  s l a v i s h  t r a n s l a t i o n s  

from L a t i n  o r i g i n a l s .  According t o  Mustonojo and T r n I ~ a , ~ ~  t h i s  con- 

s t r u c t i o n  i s  w i d e l y  used from t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y  onwards ,  l a r g e l y  owing 

t o  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of L a t i n .  I n  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  however,  t l ~ e r e  i s  o n l y  

one  p o s s i b l e  example,  and i n  -PPJ t h e r e  i s  no example. I n  Chaucer ,  t o o ,  

i t  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t . 4 4  J u s t  a s  a f t e r  v e r b s  of  men ta l  p e r c e p i i o n ,  

P e c o c k ' s  e x t e n s i v e  u s e  of t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a f t e r  v e r b s  of d e c l a r a t i o n  

i s  r c m a r ~ t a l \ l e . ~ ~  Hence i t  may be  s a f e l y  s a i d  t h a t  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  

o n l y  ve3:y s p o r a d i c a l l y  found b e f o r e  Pecock ( c .  1450) .  The o n l y  p o s s i b l e  

example t h a t  seems t o  occur  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet  i s  found a f t e r  mynn 

.46 ( = d e c l a r e ) .  

Gawain 141 Bot mon most I a l g a t e  mynn hym t o  bene .  C f .  Pecock 
Rc ) r e s s o r  446 h e  c l e p i t h  and s e i t h  Thy moth ie  t o  b e  such  a  b i s c h o p .  - -- 

T h i s  v e r b  mynn may a l s o  b e  t aken  a s  a  ve-b of menta l  p e r c e p t i o n ,  meaning 

' t h i n k '  . 

3.2(2) '  Non-express ion  of t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  a n  

4 4 ~ .  S .  Kenyon, 3. L t . ,  p p .  102-106. 

4 5 ~ c h m i d t ,  9. *., p p .  117-9.  

3 4 6 ~ o  i n s t a n c c s  of  t h i s  v c r h  w i t h  tlle i n f i n i t i v e  a r e  r e c o r d e d  i n  
OED ( s  .v.  + v2  5  t r a n s .  To  s o y ,  t c l  1, ment ion ,  r e c o r d ,  r e l a t e ) .  - 



o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v c .  

S o  i a r  I I I V I I L ~ O I I  11,~s bcacu ~iicldc of t l ~ o s e  c'lses i n  w l ~ i c l i  t l i L  lo t ; i cz l  

s u b j e c t  of  t h c  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  e x p r e s s l y  i n d i c a t e d  because  i t  i s  d i f f c r c n t  

from t h a t  of  t h e  f i n i t e  v c r b .  Now wc w i l l  d e a l  w i t h  t h o s e  c a s c s  i n  wliich 

t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  used a s  an o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  

i s  n o t  expressed. 

When t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  used a s  a n  o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  

i s  t h e  same a s  tllclt of  t h e  f i n i t e  v e r b ,  i t  i s  sometimes n o t  e x p r e s s e d .  

Only t h r e e  i n s t a n c e s  occur  i n  t h e  G m a i n - p o e t :  

Gawain 363-5 And sypen pay r e d d e n  a l l  same ( = t o g e t h e r )  To kyd b e  
kyng wyth c r o u n ,  And gif  Gawan be  game; - I b .  1733 Bot p e  l a d y  f o r  
l u f  l e t  n o t  t o  s l e p e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  when t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  

i n d e f i n i t e  ( e . g .  ' p e o p l e t ,  ' o n e 1 ,  e t c . )  o r  e a s i l y  i n f e r r e d  f rom t h e  

c o n t e x t ,  i t  i s  o f t e n  l e f t  unexpressed ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  bede and h e r e  

i n  t h e  Gavain-poe t . 
bede (=command) ( 4 ) :  accompanied by t h e  b a r e  i n f i i - F t i v e  i n  t h r e e  - 

i n s t a n c e s  and by t h e  2 - i n f i n i t i v e  i n  one: 

1507 B a l t a z a r  i n  a  brayd bede L b l u s  p c r o f .  

With to: P u r i t y  1 5 5 8 - 9 y c n n e  b e  b o l d e  B a l t a z a r . .  .Lb]ede be 
c e t e  y o  s e c h e  segy,es b u r 3 o u t .  

h e r e  ( 4 ) :  found o n l y  w i t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e .  Stenuning from - 
t h i s  v e r b ,  a s p e c i a l  p h r a s e  of concnon o c c u r r e n c e  i n  ME i s  ' h e a r '  + ' s a y ' ,  

' t e l l ' ,  o r  t h e  l i k e  i n  which t h e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  u n e x p r e s s e d ,  

b e i n g  i - n d e f i - n i t e .  ORD has  examples of t h i s  type  from a s  e a r l y  a s  c .  1000.  

Tllis id iom i s  s t i l l  i n  d i a l e c t a l  o r  c o l l o q u i a l ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  

l i t e r a r y  u s e  ( c f .  O!:D s . v .  IIcar 3 . c . )  Tllrce exampl vs  O L  t h i s  t y p e  



l e t  ( 3 ) :  found t h r e e  t i n e s  s o l e l y  w i t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e :  - 

occur  i n  t h e  Gnwnin-poet: 
5 

G a w a i u  26 Ay waLz Artllur be l ~ t n d ~ s ~ ,  as 1 h a i  11erde t c l l e ;  2. 
263 And h e r e  i s  lcydde c o r t a y s y c ,  a s  I haf  he rd  c a r p ;  I1,. 1144 
A h u n d r c ~ h  of h u n t e r c s ,  a s  I haf h e r d e  t e l l e .  

I n  t h e s e  c a s e s  t h e  f i n i t e  v e r b  ( h e r e )  and t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  ( t e l l e  o r  

c a r p )  seem a lmos t  t o  form a  compound. 

There  i s  one more example i n  t h e  Gawnin-poet of h e r e  where t h e  

unexpressed l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  n o t  i n d e f i n i t e ,  b u t  i s  

c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  p h r a s e :  

Gawain 1182-3 And a s  i n  slomeryng he s l o d e ,  s l e 3 l y  he  h e r d e  
A l i t t l e  dyn a t  h i s  &, and d e r n l y  vpon (="heard i t  s t e a l t h i l y  
open") . 

comaund (3) : always found w i t h  t h e  t o - i n • ’  i n i  t i v e :  

Gawain 850-51 e  l o r d e  hym c h a r r e d  t o  a chambre, and c h e f l y  P cumaundez -To d  l y u e r  hym a  l e u d e ;  J&. 1372 Thenne comaunded 
pe  l o r d e  i n  b a t  
kyng comaunded anon 

Gawain 299-30 l?ow hy3e,  and l e t  se t i t e  Dar any h e r i n n e  0 3 t  s a y ;  
I b .  413-4 Ta now by gry. .1e t o l e  t o  b e ,  And l e t  s e  how bou cnokez;  - 
P e a r l  715 His  d e s s y p e l e j  w y t h  blame l e t  & hem b e d e .  

do (=cause)  ( 1 ) :  found once o n l y  w i t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e :  - 
P a t i e n c e  385-6 Samnes yow b i l y u e ;  ~0~~ d r y u e  o u t  a d e c r e e ,  demed 
of my s e l u e n .  

make ( I ) :  found w i t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e :  

P e a r l  539 To t a k e  h e r  hyre  he  mad sumoun. 4  8  

471n t h e i r  e d i t i o n s ,  Gol lanz  and Batcson t a k e  t h i s  do a s  c a u s a t i v e  
w h i l e  Anderson c o n s i d e r s  t h i s  t o  b e  t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  ' d o ' .  

4 8 ~ n  h i s  c ~ d i t i o n ,  Gordon t a k e s  t h i s  t o  b e  a  noun. Ililrc I have 
fol lowed S i s a m ' s  r e a d i n g  of t h e  l i n e  ( ' h e  had (them) summoned' o r  ' h c  
caused (them) t o  h e  stmmoncd ' )  ( c l .  K .  S isam,  F o u r t e e n t h  C(bl) l  ILI-7 Vcrsc~ - - 
and Pros(;, p. 2 2 0  and pp. 230-31).  



9 5 

spede ( = c a r ~ s c )  (1) : found on1 y once wi t h  t h c  t o - i n r i n i t i v e ,  i n  

which c a s e  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of tile i n l i n i t i v c  i s  i n r i r r i i l  L r n m  tlic 

p reccd  i n g  1 i n e  : 

P u r i t y  550- ' I f  he  be su lped  i n  synne ,  b a t  s y t t e z  unclene-On - 
spec  of a  s p o t e  may spede  t o  mysse Of be s y 3 t e  of be Sovernyn 
b a t  s y t t e z  s o  hy3e. 

3 .3  I u ~ i n i t l v t  as  C b j e c t  

The i n f i n i t i v e  i s  o f t e n  used a s  t h e  o b j e c t  of a  t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b ,  

a s  i n :  P e a r l  403 My Lorde ne louez  n o t  f o r  t o  chyde.  T h e r e  a r e ,  

however, t h o s e  b o r d e r l i n e  c a s e s  i n  which i t  i s  o f t e n  h a r d  t o  s e t t l e  

whether  a  v e r b  fo l lowed  by t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  t r a n s i t i v e  o r  i n t r a n s i t i v e ,  

and ,  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  whether  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  looked upon a s  o b j e c t  o r  

a d v e r b i a l  a d j u n c t ,  a s  i n :  

P a t i e n c e  333-4 Bot I dewout ly  awowe, ... S o b e r l y  t o  do b e  s a c r a f y s e ;  - 
P e a r l  333 Now r e c h  I neuer  f o r  t o  d e c l y n e ;  Gawain 804 I f  h e  my3t 
keuei t o  corn be c l o y s t e r  wythinne;  L!?. 492 he 3 e r n e d  3elpyng t o  
h e r e ;  2. 1804-1 I baybe h i t  YOW ncuer  t o  g r a u n t e ;  P e a r l  2 2 5 - 6 1  - 
hope no tong mo3t endure49 No s a u e r l y  s a g h e  say of  p a t  s y 3 t .  

A l l  t h e  v e r b s  quoted above a r e  regarded  a s  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  b o t h  i n  

OED and i n  t h e  e d i t i o n s  of t h e  Gawain-poet i n  which t h e y  a p p e a r .  Never- - 
t h e l e s s  i t  may a l s o  be  p o s s i b l e  t o  r e g a r d  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e s  a s  o b j e c t -  

e q u i v a l e n t s  s i n c e  t h e y  perform n e a r l y  t h e  same f u n c t i o n  a s  t h e y  would 

a s  t h e  o b j e c t s  of t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s .  On t h i s  a c c o u n t ,  some of t h e  v e r b s  

which w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  below a s  t a k i n g  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  

might  n o n e t h e l e s s  a l s o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  i n t r a n s i t i v e  v e r b s  used w i t h o u t  

4 9 ~ ~ 1 : ~  - g l o s s c s  t l l i s  word as  " (o f  t h i n g s )  : t o  b c  sufficient o r  
a d e q u a t e ;  t o  remain s e r v i c e a b l e , .  . ." of which t h e  second e a r l i e s t  
example i s  t h e  above one fro111 P c n r l .  



a  d i r e c t  01 , j r c t .  I 

I n  t l ie  Gawain-poet t h i s  u s e  of t h e  i n f i n j  L i v e  as ~ i i j t x  L i s  f a i r l y  

f r e q u e n t ,  compared w i  t11 t h a t  of tlie i n f i n i  t i v c  a s  d i r c c  t s u b j e c t  ( c f .  

3 .1)  o r  s u b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  a s  a  substantive-equivalent ( c f .  

3 . 2 1  ( a ) ) .  I n  t h e  Gnwnin-poet ' s  works t h e r e  a r e ,  e x c l u d i n g  t l ~ o s e  used 

a f t e r  t h e  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s ,  a t  l e a s t  73 i n s t a n c e s  of t h i s  u s a g e ,  of 

w ' i c h  2 3  a r e  Lhe b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  and 50 t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e .  Whereas i n  

OE t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  o b j e c t  was normal ly  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i ~ e , ~ '  i n  t h e  

Gawain-poet t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  i s  used t w i c e  a s  f r e q u e n t l y  a s  t h e  b a r e  

i n f i n i t i v e ,  t h e  l a t t e r  b e i n g  found e x c l u s i v e l y  < , f t e r  a  few v e r b s ,  such  

a s  dar and benk. B e f o r e  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e s e  73 examples ,  we w i l l  b r i e f l y  

d e s c r i b e  t h e  u s e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a f t e r  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s ,  which i s  

l e f t  o u t  of t h e  above s t a t i s t i c s .  

3 .3 (1 )  A f t e r  A u x i l i a r y  Verbs 

From a  h i s t o r i c a l  p o i n t  of v iew J e s p e r s e n  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e  a s  o b j e c t  a f t e r  such  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s  a s  w i l l  and can. 51 

Examples of t h i s  k ind  w i l l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  b e  d i s c u s s e d  h e r e  i n  t h i s  

s e c t i o n .  

The f u t u r e  and modal a u x i l i a r i e s  s h a l l ,  w i l l ,  may, c a n ,  must and 

t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  a u x i l i a r y  & a r e  r e g u l a r l y  c o n s t r u e d  w i t h  t h e  b a r e  

i n f i n i t i v e  th rough  a l l  p e r i o d s  of E n g l i s h .  Much t h e  same a p p l i e s  t o  

t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  u s e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a f t e r  t h e  above-mentioned 



nu? i l i n r i c s  a s  wt.1 I a s  another periphrastic a u x i l i a r y  con ( = d i d ,  o r  d o )  

whicll seems t o  b e  c h n r n c t e r i s t i c  of h i s  s f  y l c :  a s  i n  Ptsarl 390 I w o l ~ l c  

bvsech ,  wytliowtcn d e b a t e ;  11). 357 Ilys c o m f o r t e  mny by l angour  ly'pe; 2. 
1 - 

149 Aboute m e  con ( = d i d )  I s t a t e  and s t a r e .  Very r a r e l y ,  however,  t h e  

t o - i n f i n i t i v e  i s  a l s o  found a f t e r  t h e s e  a u x i l i a r i e s  i n  t h e  Gnwain-poct. - --- 

That  i s ,  o u t  of 819 examples found a f t e r  t h e  a u x i l i a r i e s ,  7  a r e  

accompanied by  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e :  

Gawain 479-80 e r  a l l e  men f o r  meruayl my3t on h i t  l o k e ,  And b i  P t rwe  p e r o f  t o  e l l e  pe  wonder; P u r i t y  53-4 And s e n d e  h i s  sonde 
pen t o  s a y  p a t  bay s a m e  s c h u l d e ,  And i n  comly q u o y n t i s  t o  corn 
t o  h i s  f e s t e ;  P e a r l  969-70 Vtwyth t o  s e  p a t  c l e n e  c l o y s t o r  7 
may, b o t  inwyth n o t  a  f o t e ;  2. l l P l  And n e w f u l l y  penne I con 
(=d id )  t o  reme. 

Other  examples:  Gawain 2516-8; P e a r l  1072-3;  P u r i t y  1673-6. 

I n  t h e s e  c a s e s ,  t h e  u s e  o f  w i t h  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a f t e r  t h e  a u x i l i a r i e s  

may b e  due t o  t h e  demands of t h e  m e t r e  o r  rhythm,  o r  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  

e x c e p t  i n  t h e  l a s t  q u o t a t i o n ,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  

a u x i l i a r y  by  i n t e r v e n i n g  words .  

Pe rhaps  some e x p l a n a t i o n  may b e  r e q u i r e d  h e r e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

p e r i p h r a s t i c  a u x i l i a r i e s  d o  and con ( = d i d  o r  do) :  

do (4  e x s . ) :  a c c o r d i n g  t o  OED ( s . v .  Do 2 5 . a . ) ,  t h e  merely  - 

p e r i p h r a s t i c  i s  f o l n d  a l r e a d y  i n  O E ,  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  ME, v e r y  f r e -  

q u e n t l y  from 1500 t o  1700,  d y i n g  o u t  i n  normal p r o s e  i n  t h e  1 8 t h  

c e n t u r y ,  w h i l e  Trnka s a y s  t h a t  "A few s p o r a d i c  i n s t a n c e s  of t h i s  

c c n s t r u c t i o n  a r e  quoted From OE p r o s e ,  b u t  a s  l a t e  a s  1450 t h e  con- 

s t r u c t i o n  was c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r a r e ,  and i t  i s  o n l y  l a t e r  t h a t  i t  b e g i n s  



t o  occur  ~ r e c ~ u c i i t - l y . ' ' ~ ~  H c  goes on t o  s a y  t h a t  "As  t o  C h n u c c r ' s  and 

~ o w e r ' s  works ,  t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  do i s  used v e r y  r a r e l y . ' ' 5 3  T11e 

c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  b)  no means common i n  t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  works ,  and - PP1  

a s  w e l l ,  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  o n l y  f o u r  examples i n  t h e  former and f i v e  i n  

t h e  l a t t e r .  54 Hence T r n k a ' s  s t a t e m e n t  a p p e a r s  t o  h e  more a c c u r a t e  

than t h a t  of OED. Of t h e  f o u r  examples found i n  t h e  Gawain-poet t h r e e  

seem t o  be  used f o r  t h e  sake  of rhyme: 

n e  wost  i n  wor lde  q u a t  on 
I b .  629-30 Anon pe  day ... - - 

= l y e  (626 
my h e r t  b r a n g e ,  My b r e s t e  i n  b a l e  b o t  b o l n e  and 6 e l e  (14 wele ,  16 
h e l c ,  20  s t e l e ) .  - 

The r e m a i n i n g  example i s  found i n  t h e  i m p e r a t i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n :  

P a t i e n c e  204 Do fiif g l o r y  t o  by godde,  e r  bou g l y d e  hens .  

Judg ing  from t h e  c o n t e x t ,  t h i s  u s e  of t h e  p e r i p h r n s t i c  - do secms t o  

i n t e n s i f y  t h e  f o r c e  of t h e  main v e r b .  

con (=d id  o r  do) (94 exs  .) : t h i s  i s  t h e  Nor thern  ( S c o t t i s h )  and - 

North  I l id land p h o n e t i c  v a r i a n t  of gan. According t o  Mustanoja and 

~ o s s 6 , ~ ~  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  may be s a i d  of t h i s  ve rb :  i n  OE t h e  v e r b  o c c u r s  

i n  t h e  form onginnan (=beg in)  which i s  r e g u l a r l y  c o n s t r u e d  :.-ith t h e  b a r e  

i n f i n i t i v e .  Al ready  i n  O E ,  however, t h e  v e r b  i s  becoming an a u x i l i a r y  

t o  e x p r e s s  t h e  i n g r e s s i v e  a s p e c t  of t h e  govern ing  v e r b .  To e x p r e s s  t h i s  

52 Q. G., p.  44. 

5 3 1 b i d . ,  p .  52 .  

5 4 ~ c e  PPI (1)-text) V .  245; V I I .  176-8;  X . l l  ; X I I .  169;  X I X .  306. 

5 5 ~ u s t a n o . j a ,  9. s., pp. 610-12; M O S S < ,  F . ,  A Ilantll~ook of M i d i l l r .  
K11i;l i : ; ] I ,  p .  103. 



a s p e c t ,  MI: no rmal ly  tises t h e  J ; i n ( ~ l ~ ~ ) l  especially i t s  p r c t c r i t e  fo rm 

= a  h, c;"', - con)  io l lowcd  by L I I ~  bare  i11Ci11iLive o r  prccedcd by 2; 

~ i n ( n e ) ,  f i r s t  a t t c s t c d  a b o u t  1200,  i s  s imply  tljc e q u i v a l e n t ,  by tllc 

l o s s  of t h e  f i r s t  s y l  lc lb le ,  of a g i n ( n e )  ( <OE o n ~ i n n n n )  . N o n e t h e l e s s ,  

v e r y  e a r l y  t h e  s e n s e  of g,?n f a d e s ,  s o  t h a t  i t  comes t o  be used a s  a  

s e m a n t i c a l l y  empty f u n c t i o n  word. That  i s ,  i t  s e r v e s  a s  a  t ime i n d i c a -  

t o r  i n  t h e  same way a s  t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  did. 

I n  t h e  Cr~wain-poe t ,  t h e  N o r t h e r n  and North  Midland forms of  E, 

i . e .  E n  and can ~ C C U L - ,  s e r v i n g  mos t ly  a s  a n  i n d i c a t o r  of t h e  p a s t  t e n s e  

( i . e .  did), o r ,  v e r y  r a r e l y ,  of t h e  p r e s e n t  t e n s e  ( i . e .  do). I n  a  few 

c a s e s  of t h e  l a t t e r ,  however,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r ,  i n  a  

g iven  s e n t e n c e ,  t h e  con i s  t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  con o r  t h e  m o d a l =  ( = c a n ,  

be  a b l e ) ,  a s  i n :  

3e  c a r p  3; a. 709 Ry3t wysly  quo con 
b l y s  b a t  con n o t  b l y n n e .  

Except  f o r  t h e s e  d o u b t f u l  c a s e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  a s  many a s  94 i n s t a n c e s  of 

t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  con ( i n c l u d i n g  3 of  can), which a r e  i n v a r i a b l y  accom- 

pan ied  by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of  t h e  example ( P e a r l  

1181 And r e w l y  benne I con t o  reme) .  What i s  s t i l l  more i n t e r e s t i n g  

than  t h e  o v e r a l l  f r e q u e n c y  of  con i n  t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  works i s  h i s  

h a b i t  of  u s i n g  i t  c h i e f l y  (79 c a s e s  o u t  of 94) i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  

rhyme. T h i s  i s  c l e a r  from t h e  f a c t  t h a t 9  i s  more f r e q u e n t  i n  t h e  

rhymed P e a r l  (62 e x s . )  than  i n  Gnwain (23)  which h a s  fewer rhymes,  and 

more f r e q u e n t  i n  Gawnin than  i n  t h e  unrhymed P l ~ r i t y  (6)  and P a t i e n c e  

( 3 ) .  A few examples may b e  enough t o  show t h i s  usage:  



Gawni 11 230-31 IIc, s  te~i~iiied, and s t ~ d i  e (rhyinc: 228 u) --- 
t rcnoun .  Quo wal t 1 ~ c r  n~o.: 

P e a r l  820-21 Wilcn J c s u s  con Lo hyni wnrde ~ p g ,  (818 -P Jon 822 
s t o n ,  824 vpon) Hc saydc  of hynl bys p r o f c s s y e .  

As i s  a p p a r c n t  from tllc abovc i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v c  n f t c r  2% i s  i n  

rhymc. On t h e  17ther hand,  t h e  i n s t a n c e s  i n  which t h e  i n f i n i t i v c  a f t e r  

con i s  n o t  i n  rhyme a r e  v e r y  r a r e ,  o c c u r r i n g  o n l y  t w i c e  ( o u t  of 23) and - 

o n l y  i n  iinrhj.iied a l l i t e r a t i v e  l o n g  l i n e s  i n  Gawain, 4 t imes  ( o u t  of 

62)  i n  P e a r l ,  6  i n  P t ~ r i t y  and 3  i n  P a t i e n c e .  

Gawain 2212 Thennc be  kny3t  con c a l l e  f u l  hy3e;  P e a r l  721-2 
J e s u s  -- con c a l l e  t o  hym hys  mylde,  And s a y d e  hys r y c h e  no wy3 
my3t wynne; Y u r i t y  301 Now God i n  nwy t o  Noe con spelce; 
P a t i e n c e  138 When bope b r e h e s  con blowe vpon b l o  w a t t e r e s .  

Other  examples:  Gawain 2295; P e a r l  78 ,  195-6,  1078; P u r i t y  344,  
363,  945,  1362;  -- P a t i e n c e  1 0 ,  445. 

Another  i m p o r t a n t  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  Gawain-poet ' s  u s e  of con i s  t h a t  

o n l y  P e a r l  shows t h e  u s e  of c o n  a s  a  p e r i p h r a s t i c  a u x i l i a r y  of t h e  

p r e s e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  of  t h e  p a s t  t e n s e ,  t h e r e  b e i n g  13  examples of  t h e  

former  a s  compared w i t h  49 of t h e  l a t t e r .  T h i s  f e a t u r e  i s ,  a s  E. V. 

  or don^^ p o i n t s  o u t ,  c n e  of t h c  few d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  l i n g u i s t i c  usage  

t o  b e  found w i t h i n  t h e  Gawain-group. A l l  t h e  examples of t h e  u s e  of 

con a s  a  p e r i p h r a s t i c  a u x i l i a r y  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  t e n s e  w i l l  b e  g iven  below: - 
P e a r l  293-4 ou n e  wos te  i n  wor lde  q u a t  d o t 3  mene; y  word- Y 9 
b y f o r e  by w y t t e  con f l e ;  509-10 I n t o  a c o r d e  bay con d e c l y r  
F o r  a  pene on a  d a y ,  and f o r t h  bay g o t 3 .  

Other  examples:  P e a r l  271-2,  482,  495 ,  769,  851,  909,  925,  931,  
1078,  1093.  

I n  t h e  unrhymed a l l i t e r a t i v e  poem PP1 (7 ,242  l i n e s ) ,  abou t  43 

i n s t a n c e s  oL t h e  periphrastic a u x i l i a r y  gnn ( n o t  9) o c c u r ,  a s  i n :  

5 6 ~ .  V .  Cordon ( e d . ) ,  E r L r _ l ,  p .  63.  



X I I .  346 sonic tynlc 11e 2:11i t ; ~ s t e .  l ' l~is nrlrnher i s ,  11owcvc.r, f a r  l e s s  t l ir~n 

I 

t h a t  of con i n  t i l t .  f a r  s l ~ o r t e r  rhymed P c a r l .  Thus,  Mustann.jal s  argument 

t h a t  " i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of non-rl~yming a l l i t e r a t i v e  ME poems i s  

( a  p h o n e t i c  v a r i a n t  of gan) i n  P u r i t y  and P a t i e n c e  and f u r t h e r  by t h a t  of 

gan i n  m. 
A l l  t h i n g s  c o n s i d s r c d  , the G a w a l i i -  p o e t  ' s  r c r n ~ r k z b l e  u s e  c;f t h c  

p e r i p h r a s t i c  con i s ,  no d o u b t ,  due p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  g r e a t  demands of 

m e t r i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  rhyme. 

3 .3 (2)  A f t e r  F u l l  Verbs 

The v e r b s  which t a k e  an i n f i n i t i v e  o b j e c t  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  numerous 

i n  t h e  Gawain-poet,  of  which t h e  c h i e f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  a r e  - d a r ,  benk  

( = i n t c . i d ) ,  bvgynne, e t c .  The f u l l  l i s t  f o l l o w s :  

d a r  (13 e x s . ) :  i n  PE t h i s  v e r b  (now d a r e )  i s  n o t  o n l y  t r e a t e d  a s  a  - 
common v e r b  w i t h  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  a f t e r  i t ,  b u t  when n o t  i n  t h e  form of a  

p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  o r  i n  a  compound t e n s e ,  i s  o f t e n  a l s o  u s e d ,  l i k e  a  modal 

a u x i l i a r y ,  w i t h  a  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  a f t e r  i t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  n e g a t i v e  and 

i n t e r r o g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s  . 57 O r i g i n a l l y ,  however, t h i s  v e r b  was always 

fo l lowed  by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e .  A s  e x p e c t e d ,  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet 

d a r  i s  alwiiys fo l lowed  by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  whether  i n  n e g a t i v e  - 
s e n t e n c e s  o r  i n  a f f i r m a t i v e  ones .  No i n s t a n c e s  happen t o  occur  i n  

i n t e r r o g a t i v e  s e n t e n c e s .  E x a c t l y  t h e  same t h i n g  i s  a l s o  s a i d  of 

L a n g l a n d ' s  u s e  of & i n  m. Mustanoja a l s o  seems t o  have found no 

examples of - d a r  w i t h  t h e  % - i n f i n i t i v e  i n  ME. 58 I n  vicw of t h e s e  f a c t s  

and t h c  f a c t  t h a t  h a s  no e a r l i e r  instances of d a r e  wit11 t h e  to- 

5 7 ~ f .  _-- Cltrme 9 Syntax  49.4 . C ( l )  a .  

5 8 ~ .  ,,it., p. 530. 



i n f i n i t i v e  t l ~ a n  c .  1555,  i t  secnls t l iq t  d IL was ncvcr  fo l lowed  by t h e  

Gnwain-p0c.t a r t  g i v e n  below: 

P e a r l  1089 F o r  I d a r  s3y wyth c o n s c i c n s  s u r e ;  Cawain 1493 For  
p a t  d u r s t  I n o t  d o ,  l e s t  I deunyed were;  P u r i t y  615 3 i f  I h i t  
pray d u r s t .  

Other  examples:  (;await1 287,  300,  1575-6,  1991;  P e a r l  143 ,  1 8 2 ;  
P u r i t y  342, 4 7 6 ,  976 ;  ~ z t l c n c c  I&?-4. 

j e n k  ( < O E  b e n c a n = i n t e n d ,  e x p e c t )  ( 6 )  : b o t h  forms of t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e  o c c u r  w i t h  t h i s  v e r b ,  b u t ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  F l u s t a n o j a ' s  argument ,  59 

t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  p r e v a i l s  i n  i:,c Gawain-poet .  Tha t  i s ,  t h i s  v e r b  i s  

accompanied by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  f o u r  i n s t a n c e s  and by t h e  -- t o -  

i n f i n i t i v e  i n  two. C f .  - PP1 w i t h o u t  g, 7 ;  w i t h  =, 6. 

Wi thou t  t o :  Gawnin 330-31 A r t h u r e . .  . p a t  s t r y k e  wyth h i t  p o 3 t ;  
P u r i t y  138  and B r e v e  hym h e  p o 3 t ;  3. 304 and forb ' :  r h i t  I benk;  - 
Ib. 1729 Now expowne b e  P i s  speche  s p e d l y  I benk.  - 

With t o :  P e a r l  1151 a t  s y 3 t  me g a r t  t o  Penk t o  wade; P u r i t y  Y 711 H T ~  t o  smvte f o r  p a t  smod s m a r t l y  I penk.  

bygynne ( 5 ) :  found o n l y  w i t h  t h e  2 - i n f i n i t i v e  i n  t h e  Gawain- 

p o e t .  C f .  w i t h o u t  to, 1; w i t h = ,  9 .  

Gawain 1571 He g e t e  p e  bonk a t  h i s  bak ,  b i g y n e z  t o  s c r a p e ;  P e a r l  
561 Quy bygynncz bou now t o  p r e t e ? ;  Gawain 1606;  P e a r l  549;  
P u r i t y  123.  C f .  PP1 X V I I .  179 F o r  I e s u s  I u s t e d  we1 I o y e  bygynneth  
dawe. 

l o u e  (4)  : found o n l y  w i t h  t h e  = - i n • ’  i n i t i v e .  - 
Gawain 2099 F o r  he  i s  s t i f f e  and s t u r n e ,  and t o  s t r i k e  l o u i e s ;  
P e a r l  403 My Lorde  n e  l o w 3  n o t  f o r  t c ) - ~ h y d e ;  Gawnin 87-8 ( 2  e x s . ) .  

fonde ( = t r y ,  endeavour)  ( 4 ) :  found o n l y  w i t h  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e :  

5 9 ~ l s t a n o  j a  s a y s  t h a t  vi t h  t h i s  v e r b  t h e  & - i n i i n i t i v e  i s  p r e v a i l i n g  
(9. *., p .  5 3 4 ) .  



Pur i  t y  1103-4 a t  f o r  f t t y s  of l ~ i s  f y n g e r e s  fondcd he ncuer  
NnwPcr t o  roll ne  t o  l icrvc wylh  linyf nc  wyth cggc; Cnwclin 986; 
P e a r l  150. 

P - ( 4 )  : hot11 t h e  b a r e  i n f  i n i t i v c  and tlle t o - i n f i n i t i v e  occur  

twice  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet.  According t o  ~ l u s t a n o j a , ~ ~  i n  e a r l y  t e x t s ,  

i n  PP1 and t h e  W y c l i f i t e  B i b l e  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  r a r e ,  w h i l e  

Chaucer ,  Occleve and ,  above a l l ,  Pecock favour  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e .  

I n c - i d e n t a l l y ,  i n  PP1 a f t e r  % t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  found once and 

t h e  L C - i n f i n i t i v e  f i v e  t imes .  Thus i n  t h e  c a s c  of ' 0 3 e 1 ,  t h e  ME usage 

i s  v e r y  u n s e t t l e d .  A f t e r  a  long  c o m p c L : t i o n  w i t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  

however, t h e  u s e  of t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  i s  now e s t a b l i s h e d  a f t e r  ough t .  

Examples from t h e  Gawain-pnet a r e :  

Without  to: P e a r l  1139 Ani b r e s t e  f o r  b a l e  a 3 t . h a f  f o r b r e n t ;  P u r i t y  
122 And a l l e  b e  l a y k e z  p a t  a l o r d  a 3 t  i n  londe  schewe. Cf .  PP1 11. 
28 1 a u 3 t e  hen h e r r e  t h a n  s h e  I cam of a b e t t e r .  

With 2: -,:in 1525-7 And 3e. .  .Oghe t o  a  3onke pynk 3ern  t o  
schewe And t e c h e  sum tokenez of t r w e l u f  c r a f t e s .  

kepe ( = c a r e ,  d e s i r e )  ( 3 ) :  accompanied by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  

once and by t h e  & - i n f i n i t i v e  twice .  What i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  h e r e  i s  t h a t  

a l l  t h e  examples a r e  found w i t h  n e g a t i v e s :  

Without  - t o :  Gawain 2140-2 now Pou s o  much s p e l l e z , ' p a t  pou wy1.t 
pyn awen nye nyme t o  p y s e l u e n ,  . . . p  e Z e t t e  I ne kepe.  (The e a r l i e s t  
example i n  O E D  i s  from c .  1200) .  

With to: Gawain 546-7 3 e  knowe be  c o s t  of P i s  c a c e ,  kepe I no 
more T o  T c l -  yow t e n e z  p e r o f ;  P a t i e n c e  1464 Iwys:.e, a  worPloker 
won t o  welde I neuer  keped. 

c o u e y t e  ( 2 ) :  found o n l y  w i t h  t h e  2 - i n f i n i t i v c  i n  t h e  Gavain- 

p o e t .  C f .  PP1 w i t h o u t  to, 2;  w i t h  t o ,  10.  



P u r i t y  1054-5 And - t-n hc c.nr11,c i i j  h i s  corl-c. pou c o v c y t c s  b c n n c ,  
To see p a t  Scmly i n  s c t c  and l i i s  wcte  f a c t .  
C f .  111. 163 allc b e  cnmunc i n  lcclre b a t  couey tcn  l y t f c  i n  
t r ewt l i ;  I X .  171  For -Lh i  I c o n s c i l l e  a l l e  C r y s t e n e  c o u e i t e  nou3 t  
b e  wedded. - 

t r awe  (=hope ,  c x p e c t ) ( l ) :  t h e  o n l y  i n s t a n c e  t l ln t  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  

Gawain-poet i s  found w i t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e :  6  1 

P u r i t y  388 Summc swymmcd peron  p a t  s a v e  hemsclf  t rawed.  - 

wene ( 1 ) :  accompanied by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet .  - 
But t h e  two i n s t a n c e s  which a r e  found i n  a r e  b o t h  fo l lowed  by t h e  

t o - i n f i n i t i v e .  Thus b o t h  forms of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a r e  used a f t e r  t h e  - 

v e r b  i n  ME ( c f .  O E D  s .v .  Ween v .  I. b . )  . 
Gawain 1707-11 h e .  ..Went ha f  w y l t  o f  be  wode w i t h  wylez  f r o  be  
houndez.  C f .  - PP1 V I .  248 And t h a t  he  weneth  we1 t o  haue ;  V .  476. 

had b e t t e r  ( I ) :  w i t h  t h i s  v e r b a l  p h r a s e  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  o c c u r s  

o n l y  once: 

Gawain 67' -80 A low: nde l e d e r  of  l edez  i n  l o n d e  hym we1 semez, 
And so had b e t t e r  haf  bc_n pen b r i t n e d  t o  n o 3 t .  

wot (=know) (1) : w i t h  t h i s  v e r b  t h e  t o - i n f i n i  t i v e  o c c u r s  o n l y  - 
once and i s  accompanied by an i n t e r r o g a t i v e :  

Gawain 1053 I n e  wot i n  wor lde  whederwarde t o  wende h i t  t o  fynde .  -- 

Other  v e r b s  which t a k e  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  a s  t h e i r  d i r e c t  o b j e c t  

a r e :  hope ( 3  e x s . )  ( P u r i t y  860; P a t i e n c e  315-6 (2 e x s . ) ) ,  deme ( 2 )  

(Gawain 1089,  1 6 6 8 - 9 ) ,  f a y l c 6 2  ( 2 )  (Gawain 278 ;  P u r i t y  548) , f y n e  ( 2 )  

6 1 0 ~ ~  - h a s  examples of  t h i s  v e r b  w i t h  t h e  -- t o - i n f i n i t i v e  a s  i t s  o b j e c t  
f rom 1340-70 onwards,  b u t  r e c o r d s  no examples of t h e  v e r b  !.rith t h e  h a r e  
i n f i n i t i v e .  

6 2 p l ' h ~  s t  exarnplc g iven  i n  -0EJ (and  - MICD) i s  1393 from Gowcr. 



( P n t l - c - ~ s  353, 1 0 3 0 - I ) ,  llpt-c (=promj $ c )  ( 2 )  (I'c>nr1 305; P u r i  t-y 1162) ,  

scli;ipe (2 )  ( P u r i  t y  762; Gnwajn 2 l 3 8 - 9 ) ,  seclic ( 2 )  (PUI i t y  201, l ?SGj ,  - 

t y q t  ( = i n t e n d )  (2 )  (Gnwain 2483; P u r i t y  l l O 8 ) ,  a t t c  ( = i n t e n d )  ( 1 )  

(Cawnin 2 7 ) ,  12ibenkkc llym (1) ( P u r i  t y  1357-8) ,  compns and kcs t (1 )  

( i aur i ty  l 4 5 5 ) ,  f r a y s t  (1 )  (Gawain 4 5 5 ) ,  f o r b i d  ( I )  ( P u r i t y  l l 4 7 ) ,  

d ry3e  (=endure )  (1 )  ( P u r i t y  5 9 9 ) ,  d i s s e r u e  (1) (Gawnin 452-3) ,  l e s t  

( = f a i l )  ( 1 )  ( P u r i t y  8 8 7 ) ,  wylne (1)  (Pear l  318) ,  S r a u n t  (1 )  ( P u r i t y  

810) .  

The i n f i n i t i v e  i s  by no means common a s  one of two o b j e c t s ,  a s  

i n  ModE 'He promised me t o  be h e r e  t o d a y ' .  T h i s  type  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  

though n o t  s t r i c t l y ,  i s  n o n e t h e l e s s  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from t h e  s o - c a l l e d  

' a c c u s a t i v e  w i t h  i n f i n i t i v e '  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  which t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  

f i n i t e  v e r b  performs t h e  f u n c t i o n  of d e n o t i n g  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of 

t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  ( c f .  3 . 2 ( 2 ) ) .  But i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  under d i s c u s s i o n  

t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  t h e  same a s  t h a t  of t h e  f i n i t e  

v e r b .  As mentioned above,  examples of t h i s  t y p e  a r e  e x c e e d i n g l y  r a r e .  

The o n l y  two examples t h a t  seem t o  occur  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet a r e :  

P u r i t y  810 a t  bay hym graun ted  t o  go ,  and g r u 3 t  no l e n g e r ;  2. - P 
1161-2 f o l k . . .  a t  haden hy3 t  b e  hy3e God t o  h a l d e  o f  hym e v e r .  9 

I n  PE t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  o b j e c t  i s  o f t e n  i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  formal  

o b j e c t  ' i t ' ,  a s  i n  'Do you c o n s i d e r  i t  w i s e  t o  i n t e r f e r e '  ( q .  Hornby). 

I n  ME, howcver, i t  seems t o  be  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r a r e .  I have come a c r o s s  

o n l y  one example i n  t h e  Gawain-poet and e i g h t  i n  Langland.  

Gawni-n 975-6 ny k a l l e n  hym of aquoyntaunce,  and h e  hit quyk a s k c z  -- 
To b c  h e r  s e  uaun t  s o t h l y ,  i f  hcmself  lyked .  ---- 
- 

P 
C f .  PP1 X I I .  132-4 Lyueres  ... he lden  jt an h e i g h e  s c i e n c e  h e r  w i t t e s  

As a l r e a d y  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  3 . 1 ,  tile f o l l o w i n g  verbs  may be 



cons idered  t o  h e  used a s  pe rsona l  vcr!~s (e.g. T l i k e  instrend of i t  l i l t c s  

me)  r a t h e r  than as  impersona l  v e r b s ,  w i  i l l  tile i n f i n i  t i v ~ b  regdr3td a s  - 
t h e  o b j e c t s ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t s ,  of t h e  f i n i t e  v e r b s .  

Ten ex; : . i ' les  come under  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  

l y s t  (4 ) :  w i t h  t h i s  v e r b  b o t h  forms of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a r e  found 

twice :  

Without  t o :  P u r i t y  100 a l l e  l y s t  on h i r  lik p a t  a r n  on launde 
h e s t e s ;  P u r i t y  1356 T i 1  be  Lorde of be  l y f t e  l i s t e  h i t  a b a t e .  

With to: Gawain 941 enne l y s t  pe  l a d y  t o  l o k e  on pe  kny3t ;  P P a t i e n c e  51  Oper 3 i f  my l e g e  Lorde  l y s t  on l y u e  me t o  b i d d e .  

l y k  ( 2 ) :  b o t h  k i n d s  of i n f i n i t i v e  occur  o n l y  once: - 

Without  to: Gawain 2134-5 Worpe h i t  we le  oper  wo, a s  p e  wyrde 
l y k e z  h i t  h a f e .  

With t o :  P ~ r i t y  435-6 Bot quen be  Lorde o f  b e  l y f t e  lykcd hym 
s e l u ~ ~ ?  For t o  m y n g  on h i s  mon h i s  meth p a t  abydez.  Cf .  -- PP1 X. 
95 There  t h e  l o r d e  n e  t h e  l a d y  l i k e t h  nou3te  t o  s y t t e .  

byhoue ( 3 ) :  acco-npanied by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  a l o n e .  

Gawsin 1753-4 when h e  p e  g o w  metes ,  And b i h o u e s  h i s  b u f f e t  a 5 i d e  -- 
w i t h o ~ l t  d e b a t e  more; p a t i e n c e  151-2)7e s a y 1  s seyed  on p e  s e e ,  penne 

P P e a r l  3 ? 3 7 u r 3  drwry d e t h  s u ~  bihoued e  cope  of p e  c o l d e  w a t e r ;  - 
bo3 vch inax d r e u e .  

b i r e n  (1)  : t h i s  n o r t h e r n  forin o f  bihojle i s  3 1 s ~  fol lowed hy t h e  

P a t i e n c e  5 0 7 p  s J r  0"s-lcli a sr re te  p l a c e  burde synk  t o  a p  hsi- t .  

These d o u b t f u l  examples may be  s a i d  t o  b e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  language 

a t  t h e  Gawain-poet ' s  t i m e ,  o r  of t h e  language i n  a  s t a g e  of t r a n s i t i o n  

from ME t o  ModE. 

3.4. Adverbial. Uses o f  t h e  I n f i n i t i v e  

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  wc s h a l l  c o n s i d e r  t h c  u s e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  

an ndvc--1-!,ial a d j u n c t ,  w i  t11 t hc  e x c e p t i o n  of t l ic i n f  i n i  t i v c  as an ad junc L 
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t o  an  a d j e c t i v e ,  whic11 w i l l  be d e a l t  y i t h  i n  tile f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n  3 . 5 .  

The i n f i n i t i v e  depending o u  [lie v e r b  ( ~ l l o u ~ l ~  i t  of tc?n dcpcnds on 

a l l  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  s e n t e n c e )  may f u n c t i o n  a s  a n  a d v e r b i a l  a d j u n c t  and 

d e n o t e  v a r i o u s  a d v e r b i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  such  a s  p u r p o s e ,  d i r e c t i o n ,  c a u s e ,  

e t c .  T h i s  a d v e r b i a l  u s e  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  by f a r  t h e  commonest u s e  

o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  t h e  Gnwain-poet ,  abou t  235 examples b e i n g  found. 

These examples may l a r g e l y  b c  c l a s s i f i e d  i n t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  ( 1 )  

D i r e c t i o n ,  ( 2 )  P u r p o s e ,  (3) Cause ,  (4) Consrqucnce,  (5 )  C o n d i t i o n ,  

(6)  C o n c e s s i o n ,  (7)  Manner. Two a d d i t i o n a l  g r o u p s ,  (8) ' I n f i n i t i v e  f o r  

P a r t i c i p l e  o r  Gerund' and (9 )  ' A b s o l u t e  I n f i n i t i v e ' ,  w i l l  a l s o  b e  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  I n  a  number o f  i n s t a n c e s ,  however,  i t  w i l l  

b e  v e r y  h a r d  t o  t e l l  t o  which group a  g i 7 , e n  i n f i n i t i v e  b e l o n g s ,  one 

b o r d e r i n g  on t h e  o i l l e r  a s  i n :  

Gawain 2362 I send h i r  t o  a s a y  h e  ( ' d i r e c t i o n '  o r  ' p u r p o s e ' ? ) ;  
P u r i t y  401-2 Luf l o k e z  t o  l u f  and h i s  l e v e  t a k e z ,  F r r  t o  ende 
a l l e  a t  onez  and f o r  e v e r  twynne ( ' p u r p o s e '  o r  ' c o n s e q u e n c e ' ? ) ;  
I b .  105-7 y s e  i l k  r e n k e z .  . .Schu l  n e v e r  s i t t e  i n  my s a l e  my -- 
s o p e r  t o  2" e l e  ( ' p u r p o s e '  o r  ' m a n n e r ' ? ) ;  P a t i e n c e  97 u s  he  p a s s e s  P t o  p a t  p o r t  h i s  p a s s a g e  t o  s e c h e  ( ' p u r p o s e '  o r  ' m a n n e r ' ? ) ;  e t c .  

The d i f f i c u l t y  i n  d i s t i n g u i s h i n g  between t h e  a d v e r b i a l  i n f i n i t i v e  and 

t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  o b j e c t  h a s  a l r e a d y  been e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  3.3. I n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  I w i l l  u s u a l l y  n o t  s p e c i f y  t h e  e x a c t  

number of i n s t a n c e s  found i n  each  group ment ioned above.  I n s t e a d ,  I 

w i l l  c i t e  some of what seem t o  b e  c l e a r e r  examples of each  a d v e r b i a l  

r e l a t i o n .  

I n  t h e  f u n c t i o n  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  an  a d v e r b i a l  a d j u n c t ,  t h e  

works of t h e  Gawajn-poet p r o v i d e  no i n s t a n c e s  of  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  

w i t h  ~ l ~ e  c x c c p t i o n  of onc d o u b t f u l  example: P e a r l  225-6 1 hope no tong  



mo3t cndurc  No s a t r e r l y  s a l : l l ~  o f  I ~ q t  s y 3 t .  A s  mentioned i n  3 . 3 ,  E D  

and - Fil:l) 1 ,u~ i i  seem t o  tnl te t l ~ i s  v e r b  c s ~ l t l u ~ e  a s  i n L r a ~ l s i t i v c ,  i n  w11ich 

c a s e  t h e  b a r c  i n f i n i t i v e  sliould be e x p l a i n e d  a s  s t a n d i n g  i n  a d v e r b i a l  

r e l a t i o n  t o  the  v c r b .  Esccp t  f o r  t h i s  example,  t h e  t o - i n f i n i t - i v e  i s  

t h e  o n l y  form of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  used a s  an a d v e r b i a l  a d j u n c t  i n  t h e  

Cawain-poet .  As f a r  a s  tlic f u n c t i o n a l  f r e q u e n c y  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

a s  an a d v e r b i a l  a d j u n c t  i s  concerned ,  one of t h e  most f r e q u e n t  r e l a t i o n s  

i s  t h e  r e l a t i o n  of purpose .  T h i s  would b e  n a t u r a l  when t h e  f a c t  i s  

t a k e n  i n t o  a c c f L m t  t h a t  t h e  u s e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  of purpose  was t h e  

b a s i c  one  i n  OE. 

3 .4(1)  I n f i n i t i v e  of  D i r e c t i o n  

Mustanoja  h a s  made no ment ion of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  of d i r e c t i o n  

( c f .  Middle  Eng l i s l i  S y n t a x ,  pp. 534-7) ,  b u t  t h i s  k ind  of i n f i n i t i v e  

i s  found i n  t h o s e  i n s t a n c e s  where " t h e  u s u a l  meaning of t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  

t o ,  movement o r  d i r e c t i o n  t o  o r  t o w a r ? ;  a  g o a l ,  p h y s i c a l  o r  p s y c h i c ,  - 

i s  s t i l l  more cz  l e s s  c l e a r l y  p e r c e p t i b l e . " 6 3  The i n f i n i t i v e  of 

d i r e c t i o n  i s ,  however,  o f t e n  i n d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  from t h a t  of purpose ,  

a s  a l r e a d y  d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of  t h i s  s e c t i o n  3 .4 .  As w i l l  b e  

s e e n  below, t h i s  k i n d  of i n f i n i t i v e  i s  used c h i e f l y  a f t e r  v e r b s  of 

mot ion o r  a f t e r  v e r b s  of  i n c l i n a t i o n ,  d i s i n c l i n a t i o n ,  and t h e  l i k e .  

Examples a r e  numerous i n  t h e  Gawain-poet: 

Gawain 307-8 h e  ... r y 3 t  hym t o  spelte;  337-8 any b u r n e  upon bench 
hade b r o 3 t  hym t o  drynli of wyne; 509 Bryddez buslcen t o  b y l d e ;  
9 3 6 r e  l o r d e . .  . l e d e z  hym t o  s y t t e ;  492 b e  gerned j e l p y n g  t o  h e r e ;  
826-7 b e r  h i 3 e d  innoghe F o r  t o  h c n t  i t  a t  h i s  honde; e t c .  

G 3 ~ e s p e r s e n ,  M. 1:. G . ,  V ,  16 .1 .1 .  



e  wy3.. .Hyttc.3 t o  b n t ~ c  a y  morc and more; 955 Fro  p a t  
layecl t o  r o t ( * ;  e t r . .  

P u r i t y  1395 And n a l t n z a r  upon bench was busked t o s g s ;  1541 I l i s  - 
cries cachches  t o  c l o s e ;  780 Whyle pe  S o v t r a y n  t o  Sodamas scnde  
t o  sey_e; e t c .  - 

P a t i e n c e  216 bay  r u y t  hym t o  rowwe; 435 And f n r a n d e l y  on a  f e l d e  
he  f e t t e l e )  l i p  t o  b i d e ;  4 w . .  . t r a u a y l e d e z  neuer  t o  t e n t  h i t  
p e  tyme of  a n  howre, e t c .  

I n  t h e  f o l i o w i n g  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  may b e  t h e  s ~ ~ b s t a n t i v e - m o d i f y i n g  

i n f i n i t i v e  which w i l l  be  d i s c u s s e d  l a t e r :  

P u r i t y  51-3 b a t  man r y c h e  . . .  sende  h i s  sonde pen t o  s a y  bay pay 
samne s c h u l d e .  

3 . 4 ( 2 )  I n f i n i t i v e  o f  Purpose  

The i n f i n i t i v e  d e n o t i n g  purpose  i s  by f a r  t h e  most  common usage  

of t h e  a d v e r b i a l  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  o c c u r r i n g  more t h a n  

120 t i m e s .  I n  OE t h e  p r imary  u s e  of t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  was t h a t  of 

purpose .  I n  PE, t o o ,  t h i s  i s  one of  t h e  commonest u s e s  of t h e  to- 

i n f i n i t i v e .  The same i s  t h e  c a s e  w i t h  t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  u s e  o f ' t h e  

t o - i n f i n i t i v e .  The i n f i n i t i v e  of purpose  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet i s  i n -  - 

v a r i a b l y  preceded by  2 o r  f o r  t o ,  and i s  v e r y  f r e q u e n t  a f t e r  v e r b s  

of mot ion ,  e s p e c i a l l y  'come'  and ' g o ' :  

Gawain 1053 I n e  wot i n  w o r l d e  whederwarde t o  wende h i t  t o  fynde ;  
I b .  1472-3 ' pe  l a d y . .  .Come t o  hym t o  s a l u t e ;  2. 1857 When h e  - 
acheued t o  b e  c h a p e l  h i s  chek f o r  t o  Iech;  P e a r l  506-7\pe l o r d e  
f u l  e r l y  vp h e  r o s  To h y r e  werkmen t o  hys  vyne ;  P u r i t y  685 p a t  
s o  f o l k  s c h a l  f a l l e  f r o ,  t o  f l e t e  a l l e  b e  v o r l d e ;  I b .  797 he  
r o s  vp f u l  r a d l y  and r a n  hcm t o  mete ;  P a t i e n c e  179-80 A l o d e s -  
mon l y 3 t l y  l e p  vnder  hachches ,  For  t o  l y t e  no l e d e s  and hem t o  
l o t e  b r y n g ;  I1,. 416 I s c h u l d e  t e e  t o  bys  toun b i  t a l e n t  to 
p r c c h c ;  e t c .  

A f t e r  and come, t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  of purpose  i s  a l s o  found a s  



e a r l y  a s  OE and s u r v i v c s  r a r  beyond t b r  rnd of thc ME pericxi .64 In 

f a c t ,  i t  i s  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t  i n  Chouccr and Langlnnd.  For example,  i n  

PP1 a f t e r  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  f a r  more f r e q u e n t  than t h e  to- - 
i n f i n i t i v e ,  therct b e i n g  16 examples of t h e  former  a s  comparcd w i t h  5 

of t h e  l a t t e r .  By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  - t o - i n f i n i t i v e  i s  a lways  found a f t e r  

come. Not a  s i n g l e  i i l s t a n c c  of t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  of purpose ,  however,  - 
o c c u r s  i n  t h e  works of  t h e  Gawain-poet .  A few examplcs f r o m w  w i l l  

b e  g i v e n  below: 

V .  649 I w i l l  go f e c c h e  my box w i t h  my b r e u e t t e ;  V I I I .  58 I s h a l  
go  l e r n e  b e t t e r e ;  X I .  53 Go c o n f e s s e  t h e  t o  sum f r e r e ;  e t c .  

A s  t o  t h i s  t y p e  o f  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  J e s p e r s e n  e x p l a i n s  t h a t  "as  t h i s  seems 

t o  b e  found c h i e f l y  a f t e r  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  and t h e  i m p e r a t i v e ,  i t  i s  f e l t  

t o  b e  s h o r t  f o r  (come) -- and.lf65 

The i n f i n i t i v e  of  purpose  i s  a l s o  f r e q u e n t  a f t e r  v e r b s  o t h e r  than  

t h o s e  o f  mot ion i n  t h e  Gaw-in-poet: 

Gawain 1474-5 F u l  e r l y  ho  wa tz  hym a t e  H i s  mode f o r  t o  rernwe; 
I b .  402 I s c h a l  ware  a l l e  my wyt t o  wynne me b e d e r ;  P e a r l  1124 - 
A 1  songe t o  lc:ue b a t  gay j u e l l e ;  2. 613 Bot now bou mote3, me 
f o r  t o  mnte;  P u r i t y  948 To wakan wederez s o  wylde be  wyndez h e  
c a l l e z ;  P a t i e n c e  421-2 I hade worded q u a t - s o - e u e r  I cowbe To 
manace a l l e  p i s e  mody men; e t c .  

I n  ModE t h e  i d e a  of  purpose  i s  o f t e n  emphasized by t h e  u s e  of 

t h e  p h r a s e s  i n  o r d e r  ( t o )  and s o  a s  ( t o )  b e f o r e  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  a s  i n :  

6 4 ~ f .  Mus tano ja ,  2. a., p. 435; J e s p e r s e n  (M. . G . ,  V ,  1 6 . 4 . 2 )  
s a y s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  even i n  ModE gf! and come w i t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  
arc, found h e r e  and t h e r e ,  c h i e f l y  i n  c o l l o q u i a l  o r  even v u l g a r  s p e e c h ,  
and a r e  f a i r l y  f r e q u e n t  i n  American E n g l i s h .  

6 5 ~ .  E. G . ,  V ,  16 .4 .2 .  



' y o u ' d  b e t t e r  r e p e a t  tllcm every day ,  , i n  ort lcr  n o t  t o  forget-  them' ,  ' I  

do them v e r y  c a r r f u l l y ,  no a s  noC t o  s p o i l  Accurding Lo 0i;D 

(s .v .  Order s b .  28. b .  (I>) ; S . V .  fi 2 0 ) ,  t h e  e a r l i e s t  example f o r  t h e  former 

p h r a s e  i s  d a t e d  1711 w h i l e  t h e  l a t t e r  o c c u r s  from 1662. SGderl ind h a s ,  

however, found e a r l i e r  examples of ' i n  o r d e r  t o  + i n f i n i t i v e ' ,  of  which 

t h e  e a r l i e s t  d a t e s  from 1681 (John Dryden, Absalom and A c h i t o p h e l ,  

P r e f a c e )  .67 As e x p e c t e d ,  n e i  t h c r  of them i s  found i n  t h e  Cawain-poet.  

But we do come a c r o s s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  two i n s t a n c e s  i n t r o d u c e d  by as a l o n e ,  

which seem t o  e x p r e s s  purpose:  

Gawain 1032-4 Of be  wynne worsch ip  p a t  h e  hym wayued hade ,  As t o  
honour h i s  hous on b a t  hy3e t y d e ,  And e n b e l y s e  h i s  bur3  w i t h  h i s  
b e l e  c h e r e :  P u r i t y  566-7 Y a t  h e  s h u l d e  n e v e r ,  f o r  no s y t ,  smyte 
a 1  a t  onez ,  As t o  q u e l l e  a l l e  quykez f o r  qued p a t  kny3t  f a l l e .  

Concerning t h e  u s e  of as w i t h  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  of r e s u l t  o r  purpose ,  t h e  

e a r l i e s t  i n s t a n c e  i n  OED (s .v.  20) i s  c .  1590 from Marlowe. It shou ld  

of c o u r s e ,  bc, no ted  t h a t  t h e  above i n s t a n c e s  a r e  f a r  o l d e r  t h a n  t h e  

one i n  OED. 

As t o  t h e  p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  of purpose ,  van d e r  ~ a a f ~ ~  remarks  

t h a t .  i t  i s  unknown i n  OE and t h a t  O r m  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  one of t h e  f i r s t  t o  

make u s e  of i t .  I n  t h e  Gawain-poet i t  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  unused a l t h o u g h  i n  

Langland i t  o c c u r s  f i v e  t imes .  The o n l y  p o s s i b l e  example o c c u r r i n g  i n  

t h e  Gawain-poet i s  : 

P u r i t y  I f  any scha l l t e  t o  be  s c h e n t  wer schowved p e r i n n e .  
Cf .  - PP1 X V I I I .  1 3  a  kny3te  ... cometh t o  b e  dubbed. 

6 6 ~ u o t e d  by R. W. Zandvoort ,  A Handbook of E n g l i s h  Grammar, 28.  

679. g., p. 140. 

6 8 " ~ l ~ e  P r e d i c a ~ i v e  P a s s i v e  I n f i n i t i v e , "  Engl i $11 S t u d i c s ,  X ,  p .  109.  



The inr i11iLivL of  cause  i s  cl l icLly u s t d  d L e r  e x p r e s s i o n s  of 

mental  s t a t e s ,  moods, e t c . ,  b u t  i s  by no means common i n  the  Gnwai  n-  

p o e t .  The o n l y  i n s t a n c e  t h a t  may be  looked upon a s  such  i s :  

Cawain 910-11 And a l l e  be mcn i n  P a t  mote maden much joye - T o  
a p e r e  i n  h i s  p resence  p r e s t l y  p a t  tymc. 
C f .  - PP1 11. 115-6 nor" sorwe mot tliow h a u e ,  Such weddyngs t o  worche 
t o  ?..xatt!?e v i t h  Tre.~t!:c. 

3 .4 (4)  I n f i n i t i v e  of Consequence 

The i n f i n i t i v e  of consequence i s  s o  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e  o f  purpose  t h a t  i t  i s  o f t e n  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  one 

from t h e  o t h e r ,  a s  was d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h i s  s e c t i o n  3.4.. 

K r u i s i n g a  s a y s  t h a t  " t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  o n l y  t h a t  purpose  i s  an i n t e n d e d  

r e s u l t  . " 6 9  The examples g iven  below may b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  d e n o t i n g  

consequence: 

Gawain 512 And blosumez b o l n e  t o  blowe; P e a r l  239-40 We1 wat3 me 
b a t  e u e r  I was borne t o  sware b a t  swete  i n  p e r l e 3  py3 te ;  P u r i t y  
1347 i f  bay gruchen him h i s  g r a c e  t o  p.recvn h i s  h e r t ;  P a t i e n c e  
362-3 Vp s o  doun s c h a l  3e dumpe depe  t o  be-abpe,  To be  swol3ed 
s w y f t l y  wyth b e  s w a r t  e r b e .  

3 .4 (5)  I n f i n i t i v e  of C o n d i t i o n  

T h i s  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  v e r y  r a r e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet.  The o n l y  two 

p o s s i b l e  examples a r e :  

P e a r l  576-80 More haf I of joye and b l y s s e  h e r e i n n e . .  .pen a l l e  be 
wy3e3 i n  b e  worlde  my3t wynne Ey pe  way of r y 3 t  t o  a s k e  dome; P u r i t y  
870 To samen wyth Po semly b e  s o l a c e  i s  b e t t e r .  

6 9 ~  Hantllmolc of P r e s e n t - d a y  J lng l i sh ,  p .  142. 
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3 . 4 ( 6 )  I n f i n i t i v e  of Concess ion 

~ u s t a n o j a ~ ~  s a y s  t h a t  a c o n c e s s i v e  i n f i c i t i v e  wit11 i s  o c c n s i o n a l l y  

found i n  ME t e x t s ,  and adduces a I e w  examples from Cover a n d  C h n r ~ c e r .  

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet o n l y  one p o s s i b l e  example o c c u r s :  

P e a r l  333 Now r e c h  I neuer  f o r  t o  d e c l y n e ,  Ne how f e r  of f o l d e  
p a t  man me f leme.  

3.4(7) I n f i n i t i v e  of Manner 

A few OE v e r b s  of mot ion,  mainly  cuman, and v e r b s  of r e s t  can b e  

accompanied by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  of a n o t h e r  v e r b  of motion o r  r e s t ,  

a s  i n :  corn ... s i 2 i a n  'came t r a v e l l i n g '  ( q .  Qui rk  and Wrenn). I n  t h i s  

c a s e ,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  e x p r e s s i n g  a  s imul taneous  a c t i o n ,  s e r v e s  t o  

i n d i c a t e  t h e  manner i n  which t h e  a c t i v i t y  t a k e s  p l a c e .  According t o  

~ u s t a n o ~ a , ~ '  i n  HE, t o o ,  down t o  t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  p e r i o d ,  t h e  b a r e  

i n f i n i t i v e  of a  v e r b  of mot ion i s  n o t  uncoll.:on w i t h  come. Towards t h e  

end of t h e  ME p e r i o d  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  d i s a p p e a r s  i n  i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h i s  

k ind i t s  p l a c e  b e i n g  t aken  by t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  which a p p e a r s  

i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  even a s  e a r l y  a s  OE. I n  t h e  Gawain-poet,  however, 

t h e r e  i s  no i n s t a r z e  of t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  of a  v e r b  of motion.  

I n s t e a d ,  i t  i s  i n v a r i a b l y  supp lan ted  by t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e ,  a s  i n :  

Gawain 2266 A s  h i t  corn glydande adoun on g l o d e  hym t o  schende.  I n  m, 
on t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e r e  a r e  two such examples: 

'OQ. - c i t . ,  p .  536. 

7111>i d  . , p p .  536-7. 



On thcx o t l l e r  hand,  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n s  from t h e  Gawnin- 

p o e t ,  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  may b e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  d e n o t e  manner o r  a t t e n d a n t  

c i r cums  t n n c e s  : 

Gawain 304-6 h e . .  .Waynecl h i s  b e r d e  f o r  t o  wayte  quo-so wolcle r y s e ;  
I b .  1858 My3t h e  haf  s lypped  t o  b e  v n s l a y n ,  pe s l e 3 t  were n o b l e ;  - 
P a t i e n c e  154 Elony l a d d c  p e r  f o r t h  l e p  t o  l a u e  and t o  I i e s t .  

'With v e r b s  of  r e s t  a s  w e l l ,  no example of  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  

o f  manner i s  found i n  t h e  Gawnin-poet. According t o  van d e r  ~ a a f  ,72  

a  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  of manner a f t e r  v e r b s  of r e s t  had p robab ly  d i s a p p e a r e d  

b e f o r e  t h e  end of  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y .  A:. a  r e s u l t  of  t h a t ,  t h e  p l a c e  of 

t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  o f t e n  t a k e n  by t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e ,  by a n o t h e r  

v e r b  ( e . g .  Gawain 1179-80 Gawayn p e  god mon i n  gay  bed lygez, Jurkkez  

q u y l  b e  d a y l y 3 t  lemed on b e  wowes; PP1 P r o l .  9 I lay and l e n e d ) ,  o r  

by t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  (e .g .  Ch. TC I11 229-31 And on a  p a i l l e t  a 1  t h a t  

g l a d e  n y 3 t  By T r o i l u s  h e  lay, w i t h  mery c h e r e ,  To t a l e ) ,  a l l  t h e s e  

o c c u r r i n g  from OE t o  ModE. ~ u s t a n o j a ~ ~  a l s o  remarks  t h a t  i n s t a n c e s  

of  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  a r e  n o t  uncommon i n  ME, b u t  I have  found no c l e a r  

examples of t h i s  t y p e  e i t h e r  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet o r  i n  Langland.  I n  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  examples ,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  seems t o  have a  f i n a l  s e n s e :  

Gawnin 1191-4 h o  ... lenged b e r e  s e l l y  longe  t o  l o k e  quen h e  wakened; 
I b .  1531-2 I corn h i d c r  s e n g e l ,  and s i t t e  To l e r n e  a t  yow sum game; - 
P u r i t y  105-7 b y s e  i l k  r e n k e z  ... Schul  never  s i t t e  i n  my s a l e  my soper  
t o  f e l e .  

7 2 " ~ h e  Conniaction hetween Verbs o f  R e s t  ( L i e ,  S i t ,  and S tand)  and 
Another Verb,  Viewcd I l i s t o r i c a l l y , "  E n g l i s h  S t u d i e s ,  X V I ,  p .  88 .  



i s ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  ~ l s e d  ( c f .  Chap te r  I .  3 . 4 ) .  

3 .4(8)  I n f i n i t i v e  f o r  P a r t i c i p l e  o r  Gerund 

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  sometimes used where we 

w~u?d e x p e c t  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  o r  t h e  gerund i n  "1t-wlF. N e c d l  c s s  

t o  s a y ,  some of  t h e  examples g i v e n  below may admit  of a n o t h e r  i n t e r p r e -  

t a t i o n .  

Gawain 1221 I s c h u l d e  keuer  be  more comfor t  t o  k a r p  yow wyth 
(=(Tram) t a l k i n g  w i t h  y o u ) ;  P e a r l  21-2 F o r  sobe  Per  f l e t e n  t o  
me f l e ,  To benke h i r  c o l o r  s o  c l a d  i n  c l o t ;  I h _ .  4 7 3 - 4 Y y s e l f  
i n  heuen ouer  hy3bou heue ,  To make b e  quen p a t  wat3  s o  3onge 
(=by making y o u r s e l f  a  queen) ;  P u r i t y  184-9 F o r  r o b o r r y e ,  and 
r i b o u d r y e ,  and r e s o u n e z  un t rwe ,  And d y s h e r i e t e  and depryve 
dowr ie  of wydoez ( = f o r  d i s i n h e r i t i n g  and d e p r i v i n g  ...),... Man 
may myss b e  myrbe b a t  much i s  t o  p r a y s e ;  P a t i e n c e  58 To s e t t e  
hym t o  s e w r t e  ( = i n  t r y i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  s a f e t y ) ,  vnsounde h e  hym 
f e c h e s ;  P e a r l  257-8,  1157-8;  P a t i e n c e  197-8;  e t c .  

These examples may show t h a t  t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  u s e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

i s ,  i n  some r e s p e c t s ,  more f l e x i b l e  t h a n  i s  t h a t  o f  ModE. 

3 .4 (9 )  A b s o l u t e  I n f i n i t i v e  

T h i s  t e r m  i s  a p p l i e d  t o  a  p a r e n t h e t i c a l  u s e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  

a s  i n :  P e a r l  653 e  w a t e r  i s  baptem, b e s o b e  t o  t e l l e .  I n  t h i s  k ind P 
of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  n o t  g e n e r a l l y  

i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  s u b j e c t  of  t h e  f i n i t e  v e r b ,  w h i l e  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

depends on t h e  r e s t  of t h e  s e n t e n c e  r a t h e r  than  t h e  main v e r b .  T h i s  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  comes i n t o  e x i s t e n c e  a s  e a r l y  a s  O E , ' ~  and Chaucer seems 

7 4 ~ .  Ca l l away ,  2. *. , p. 169.  



a s  t o  t e l l  tllc t r u t h ,  t o  conclut lc ,  L O  reLur11, ~ b c  s l ~ u r L ,  a n d  t h c  I i l i c .  

Need less  t o  s a y ,  t h c  e - i n r i n i t i v e  i s  t l ~ e  r u l e  i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  th rough  

a l l  p e r i o d s  of E n g l i s h .  I n  t h e  Gawain-poet s i x  i n s t a n c e s  a r e  found: 

P e a r l  939-41)3at  i s  bc  c y t d  b a t  b e  Lombe con fonde To s u f f e r  i n n e  
s o r  f o r  mane) s a k e ,  y e  o l d e  J e r u s a l c m  t o  v n d r r s t o n d e ;  P e a r l  949-50 
Of motes two t o  c a r p e  c l e n c ,  And J e r u s a l e m  hy3 t  babe n a u b e l e s ;  B. 
653)3e wziter i s  baptcm, P u r i t y  '125-6 Of  b e  l e n b e  
of  Noe l y f  t o  l a y  a  l e l  of  h i s  age  and none 
odde 3ere.z; 2. 1733 To tech; be  of T e c h a l ,  be  terme bus menes; 
I b .  1736 And P h a r e s  f o l 3 e s  f o r  bose  f a w t e s ,  t o  f r a y s t  b e  t rawbe.  - 

The t e rm ' a b s o l u t e  i n f i n i t i v e '  may a l s o  b e  a p p l i e d  t o  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

w i t h  a  n o m i n a t i v e  s u b j e c t ,  o r  t h e  ' n o m i n a t i v e  w i t h  i n f i n i t i v e '  c o n s t r u c t i o n '  

a s  i t  may b e  c a l l e d .  T h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  used i n  ME t o  

e x p r e s s  f u t u r i t y ,  purpose ,  command, e t c .  ~ e l l n e r ' ~  con tends  t h a t  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  f i r s t  t u r n s  up i n  t h e  second h a l f  of t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y ,  

b u t  i s  n o t  e x p l i c i t  aboli t  i t s  e a r l i e s t  i n s t a n c e .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  

~ e i t l i n , ~ ~  who h a s  f u l l y  t r e a t e d  t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  adduces i t s  e a r l i e s t  

example from Cursor  Mundi (7121 h e  h e t  men t o  gyue hem made I f  t h e i  coude 

h i t  r i g h t l y  r e d e  And t h e i  t o  gyue t h e  same a g e y n ) .  I n  t h e  Gawain-poet ' s  

works t h e r e  a r e  no examples w i t h  t h e  c l e a r l y  nomina t ive  s u b j e c t ,  w h i l e  

i n  PP1 t h e r e  a r e  f o u r .  Examples from jTJ a r e :  

V I I I .  101-2 Thanne s h a l  t h e  kynge comc and c a s t e n  hem i n  y r e n s ,  
And b u t  i f  Dobest bede f o r  hem t h e i  t o  b e  t h e r e  f o r  e u e r e ;  X I X .  
262-3 And Grace gaue P i e r e s  of  h i s  goodnesse ,  f o u r  s t o t t i s ,  A 1  
t h a t  h i s  oxen e ryed  t h e y  t o  harwc; -' a f t e r .  11. 92-102; XIX, 224-8.  

7 5 ~ .  Kerkhof ,  S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  L n n g ~ ~ a g e  of Geof f rey  C h , ~ i l c e r ,  pp. 73-5. 

7 6 ~ i  s t o r i c a l  0111 l i n e s  of E n g l i s h  S y n t a x ,  p .  249. 

7 7 ~ 1 1 ~  A c c u s a t i v e  w i t h  Tnfi ni t i v c  and Some Kindred Cons t r r ~ c  t i  ons  
i n  Enp , l i s l~ ,  pp. 141-66.  



I n  the, Gawni n - p o e t  t h c r e  a r e ,  howcvcr , t h r c c  cxamplcs of  tlic , 

i i l r j n i l i v i '  p ~ c c t ~ c l c t l  1,y a s u L s t n n i i v e  o r  onc n f  t l lc  proncltns ( 3 5  i t s  

l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t ) ,  which do n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  casc<s :  

Gawain 1027-8 when h i t  watz l a t e ,  bay l achen  11c.r l e u e ,  Vcllon t o  
wmde on h i s  "(141 b a t  wat-z wy3e s t r o n g e ;  P u r i t y  337-8 And ay  pou 
meng wyth b e  malcz be  mete h o - b c s t e z  Uchc pnyre  by p a y r e  t o  p l e s e  
ayber  n b c r ;  s. 834-6 E r  e u e r  bay bosked t o  beddc ,  b e  b o r 3  wa tz  
a '  vp ;  A l l e  F a t  weppen my3t w ~ l d e ,  be  wakker and be  s t r o n g e r ,  To 
u ~ + e l ~ ? e  L o t h e 7  hous b e  1 ~ d e 7  t n  t n k r .  

The f i r s t  two examples quoted above seem t o  e x p r e s s  purpose  and depend 

more o r  l e s s  c l o s e l y  on t h e  main v e r b .  

3 .5  I n f i n i t i v e  w i t h  A d j e c t i v e s  

The i n f i n i t - v e  o c c u r s  f a i r l y  f r e q u e n t l y  a s  a n  a d j u n c t  t o  an  

a d j e c t i v e  ( o r  v e r y  r a r e l y  an adverb)  and e x p r e s s e s  d i r e c t i o n ,  p u r p o s e ,  

c a u s e ,  consequence,  e t c .  I n  t h e  Gawain-poet  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  69 examples 

of t h i s  t y p e ,  of  which 60 a r e  t h e  - t o - i n f i n i t i v e  and 9  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e .  

Thus ,  t h e  a d j e c t i v e s  used i n  t h i s  way i n  t h e  Gawain-poet  a r e  u s u a l l y  

c o n s t r u e , '  w i t h  t h e  t o - i n f i n i t i v e ,  of which t h e  most common a r e :  welcum, 

d e r e ,  f a y n ,  f a y r ,  bayn ,  r e d y ,  wont ,  e t c .  S e v e r a l  examples w i l l  s u f f i c e  

t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  p r a c t i c e :  

Gawain 448 Loke,  Gawan, bou b e  g r a y b e  t o  go a s  pou h e t t e z ;  2. 495 
Gawan watz  g l a d  t o  begynne b o s e  gomnez i n  h a l l e ;  P e a r l  680 Himself  
t o  onsware he  i s  n o t  d y l l e ;  P u r i t y  869 H i t  a r n  r o n k ,  h i t  a r n  r y p e  -- 
and r e d y  t o  manne; P u r i t y  663 Hopez ho 0 3 t  may b e  h a r d  my hondez 7 6 
t o  work?; P a t i e n c e  136 So bayn wer pay  bohe two, h i s  bone f o r  t o  
wyrk; e t c .  

78111 ModE t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  h e r e  would b e  
preceded by ' f o r ' ,  a s  i n  ' h a r d  f o r  my hands  t o  w o r k ' .  Trnka remarks  t h a t  
t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ' f o r  + s u b s t a n t i v e  ( o r  pronoun) + t o - i n f i n i  t i v e '  was 
f u l l y  e s t n l ~ l i s h e d  i n  E n g l i s h  by t h e  midd le  of t h e  1 6 t h  c e n t u r y  (9. - c i t . ,  
p .  8 5 ) .  



The i n s t a n c e s  wllerc an a d j e c t i v e  i s  followed b y  a n  i n f i n i t i v e  

i n  t h e  G n w a i  n-poe t :  

G a w a i n  963 And bosc  were s o u r e  t o  s e  and s e l l y l y  b l e r e d ;  P e a r l  311 
To l e u e  no t a l e  be Lrue P u r i t y  608 H i t  i s  ebe  t o  l e v e  by 
pe l a s t  ende;  P a t i e n c e  of by mercy p a t  multel i s  L& 
t r y s t c .  

Other  examples:  Gnwnin 4 6 ,  1 7 6 ,  1 1 8 7 ,  19Lc5, 2 0 3 6 ;  P1.1rity 2 6 2 ,  6 0 7 ,  
1118; e t c .  

Undoubtedly each  of t h e s e  a c t i v e  i n f i n i t i v e s  may be  s a i d  t o  have a  

p a s s i v e  meaning,  a l t h o u g h  we s e e  no n e c e s s i t y  f o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  i t  p a s s i v e .  

~ e s ~ e r s e n "  p r e f e r s  t o  look upon t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  a c t i v e  and a s  govern- 

i n g  a  p r e c e d i n g  i t e m  a s  i t s  o b j e c t .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  E n g l i s h  a l s o  u s e s  t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  p a s s i v e  

i n f i n i t i v e  w i t h  i n  t h i s  t y p e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n .  With t h e  a d j e c t i v e  

worthy t h e  p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  form has  been used s i n c e  OE.  According t o  

van d e r  ~ a a f  ,80 t h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  w i t h  worthy i s  common thro1:ghout t h e  

ME p e r i o d .  I n  t h e  Gawnin-poet, however, t h e r e  i s  no i n s t a n c e  of worthy 

fol lowed by t h e  p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  form, t h e  o n l y  i n s t a n c e  o f  worthy 

b e i n g  found w i t h  t h e  a c t i v e  i n f i n i t i v e :  

P e a r l  99-100 e  d e r b e  p e r o f  f o r  t o  devyse  Nis  no wy3 worbe b a t  P 
tong  h e r e 3 .  C f .  PP1 V.  236 Thow h a d d e s t  be b e t t e r  worthy 
hanged t h e r e f o r e .  

Except i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  wor thy ,  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e s  of t h e  p o s t -  

a d j e c t i v a l  p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  o n l y  appear  towards t h e  end of t h e  1 4 t h  

7 9 ~ .  E .  G . ,  V, 15.2 .1 .  



one example secias t o  occur  i n  t h e  ~ ; n w n i n - ~ o c t ' s  works and one i n  a. 
Gnwnin 1578-9 a t  a 1  bri3t bcnne f u l  l o b e  2 more wyth l i i s  t u s c l ~ e s  -.- 
t o r ~ ~ ~ .  C f .  - P ? 1 X I I I .  251-2 he . .  . i n - o b e d i L n t  t o  bc  vndcrnomc of 
any l y f  lyuynge.  

I n  FlodE t h e  i d e a  of consequence i s  f r e q u e n t l y  expressed  by 'so + 

a d j e c t i v e  o r  adverb  + - a s  + i n f i n i t i v e ' ,  a s  i n  'Be so kind  ns t o  s h u t  t h e  

d o o r ' .  I n  ME, however,  2 i s  u s u a l l y  l a c k i n g  a s  i n :  PP1 P r o l .  188 And 

b e  we neuever  - s o  b o l d e  t h e  b e l l e  hym t o  shevre. 82 The e a r l i e s t  example i n  

OED ( s  .v.  28 b )  of t h i s  t y p e  used w i t h  3 d a t e s  from 1445. I n  t h e  - 
Gawain-poet ,  however,  t h e  t y p e s  w i t h  and w i t h o u t  - a s  a r e  b o t h  i n  use:  

With 5: Gawain 1537-8 a t  s o  worby a s  3 e  wolde wynne h i d e r s ,  And 'P 
pyne yow w i t h  pouer a  man, a s  p l a y  wyth your  k n y 3 t ;  P e a r l  95-6 
So g r a c i o s  g l e  coube no mon g e t e  As h e r e  and s e  h . r  adubbement; - 
P u r i t y  519-20 For-'py s c h a l  I never  schende  s o  s c h o r t l y  a t  once & 
d y s t r y e  f o r  manez [dedes], dayes  of 'pis  e r ' p F  

Without  a s :  Gawain 291 I f  any f r e k e  b e  so f e l l e  -- t o  f o r , ' ;  p a t  I 
t e l l e ;  p;ity 904 Bot bes  neuer  - s o  b o l d e  t o  b l u s c h  yow b ihynde .  

From t h e  above examples ,  i t  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b e  n o t i c e d  t h a t  t h e  t y p e  used 

w i t h  2 i s  a lways  fo l lowed  by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  w h i l e  t h e  t y p e  found 

w i t h o u t  - a s  i s  fo l lowed  by t h e  - t o - i n f i n i t i v e  b u t  a l s o  t h a t  t h e  examples 

of t h e  t y p e  w i t h  as found i n  t h e  Gawain-poet  i s  much o l d e r  t h a n  t h e  

f i r s t  example ( c .  1445) i n  - OED. 

The f o l l o w i n g  examples w h i l e  r e s e m b l i n g  i n  form t h o s e  of  t h e  t y p e  

used w i t h o u t s  quoted above may be  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  o r d i n a r y  a d j e c t i v e -  

modifying i ~ f  i n i t i v e s :  

8 2 ~ n  ppl, t h e  a s  i s  always l a c k i n g  h c r e .  Othcr  examples :  V I .  188.  ; 
X V I I l .  7 5 ,  7 7 ;  X I X .  19-20. 



s a y s  t h a t  i t  i s  a r a r e  f e a t u r e  i n  OE and o c c a s i o n a l l y  found i n  MI':, most ly  

i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  wor th  (worthy)  and wont.  B e s i d e s  t h o s e  found a f t e r  

one a f t e r  l o t h  h a s  a l r e a d y  been g iven  above.  The o t h e r  f o u r  examples 

a r e  found a f t e r  wont ,  ha rdy ,  and l i t t l e .  

P e a r l  15  7 a t  wont wat3  whyle de r~oyde  my m a n g e  And heuen my I happe and a 1  my h e l e .  P u r i t y  143 IIow w a t z  bou ha rdy  P i s  hous 
82 f o r  pyn unhap ne3e ;  z. 1232 e t  take85 Torkye hem wyth,  h e r  

t e n e  had been l i t t l e .  3 - 
I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  i n  PP1 o n l y  two examples of t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  occur  

a f t e r  q o ~ t h y  and l o t h ,  w h i l e  wont i s  a lways  c o n s t r u e d  w i t h  t h e  to- 

i n f i n i t i v e ,  a s  i n :  V I .  169 I was no3 t  wont t o  worche;  XX. 368 a s  he  

was wont t o  come. 

Another p o s s i b l e  example of  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  a f t e r  an 

a d j e c t i v e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet i s  found a f t e r  --- l e u e r  ( w e r ) ,  b u t  t h i s  

i n f i n i t i v e  may b e  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of  an  impersona l  

e x p r e s s i o n ,  a s  d i s c u s s e d  i n  3 .1 ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  an a d j u n c t  t o  t h e  

a d j e c t i v e :  

a41n t h e i r  e d i t i o n s  of P u r i t y ,  M o r r i s ,  Menner , and G o l l a n c z  s u p p l y  
t o  b e f o r e  ne. jc,  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  no such  p r e p o s i t i o n  i n  MS, on which t h e  - 
above q u o t a t i o n  i s  b a s e d .  

85111 t h c i r  c t l i t i o r ; ~  of  - 1711rit)r, Gol lancz  t a k e s  t h i s  t o  b e  s u b j u n c t i v e  
w h i l e  Menner r e g a r d s  i t  a s  an  i n f i n i t i v e .  Both i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  may b e  
p o s s j l ) l e ,  b u ~  I hnvc Lollowed t h e  l a t t c r  i n t e r p :  p t a t i o n .  



Gawajn 1251-2 Uot h i t  a r  l a d y e s  jnno3c P a t  l c u c r  wcr nowpC Tlnf b e ,  
hcndc,  i n  h o r  l ~ o l d c ,  a s  I bc l ~ a b b e  h e r e .  

3.6 I n f i n i t i v e  w i  tll  Subs t a n  t i v c s  ( o r  Pronotins) 

The i n f i n i t i v e  i s  s o  commonly used t o  s e r v e  a s  an  a t t r i b u t i v e  

a d j u n c t  t o  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  ( o r  v e r y  r a r e l y  a  pronoun) th rough  a l l  p e r i o d s  

of E n g l i s h  t h a t  i t  r e q u i r e s  no p a r t i c u l a r  commenL. We mus t ,  however, 

admit  t h a t  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  a t  t imes  t o  d e c i d e  whe the r  a  g i v e n  i n f i n i t v e  

m o d i f i e s  a  s u b s t a n t i v e  and i s  a d j e c t i v a l ,  o r  m o d i f i e s  a  v e r b  and i s  

a d v e r b i a l .  The d i f f i c u l t y  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by:  

P a t i e n c e  226 a t  he  gaf hem b e  g r a c e  t o  g reuen  hym n e u e r ;  P u r i t y  - Y 
323 For  I s c h a l  waken up a w a t e r  t o  wasch a l l e  pe w o r l d e ;  Cawain 
1066 Nof I now t o  b i l y  b o t  b a r e  p r e  d n y e s ;  P a t i e n c e  347-8 Z i s s e  
l o r d e , .  . . l e n e  me by g r a c e  F o r - t o  go a t  P i  g r e ;  e t c .  

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet  t h e r e  a r e  a b o u t  99 i n z t a n c e s  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

w i t h  s u b s t a n t i v e s ,  s l l  b u t  one of which a r e  t h e  - t o - i n f i n i t i v e .  The s o l e  

example of t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet i s  e x p r e s s e d  by ' s u c h  

+ s u b s t a n t i v e  + as + i n f i n i t i v e '  : 

Gawain 2 3 4 - ) ' p a t  a  h a b e l  and a h o r s e  myge s u c h  a  hwe l a c h ,  & 
growe  g r e n e  a s  b e  g r a s  and g r e n e r  h i t  semed. 

Thus ,  w h i l e  t h e  b z r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  by no means normal i n  E n g l i s h ,  i t  i s  

n o n e t h e l e s s  found v e r y  s p o r a d i c a l l y  i n  ME, a s  i n :  Ch. - CT C P a r d .  848 

h e  had -- l e v e  him t o  sorwe b rynge  ( q .  M u s t a n o j a ) .  I n  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  

however,  t h e r e  i s  no such  example. 

With regaxd  t o  t h e  a t t r i b u t i v e  p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  van d e r  Gaaf 86 

assumes t h a t  i t  "docs  n o t  seem t o  o c c u r  i n  Old E n g l i s h ;  i t  came i n t o  

86'1The P r c d i c a t i v e  P a s s i v e  I n f i n i t i v e , "  E n g l i s h  Stutl i  c s ,  X .  p.  109. 



use  i n  t l ~ c  Middle Englis11 pc r iod"  and, t h a t  i h c  e a r l i e s t  i n s t c ~ n c c s  o f  t h e  

cons  t r u s  t j  oil occur  i n  O r ~ u u l u i ~ i .  I a  ~ i l e  Gawain-poet ' s  works ,  w r i t t e n  

a b m t  two c e n t u r i e s  l a t e r  t11;711 Orinulttm, howcver,  o n l y  one c l e a r  esample 

i s  found:  

P u r i t y  1058-9Y)er he expouner a  s p e c h e ,  t o  hym b a t  spede  r o l d c ,  
of a  l a d y  t o  b e  loued .  

which t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  may a l s o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  

v e r b a l  p h r a s e  'make r e q u e s t e '  r a t h e r  than  t o  b e  dependent  on ' r e q u e s t e ' .  

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  i n f i n i t i v e - a s - a n - a d j u n c t  and i t s  

head word i s  v a r i e d ,  many examples a l l o w i n g  of more t h a n  one i n t e r p r e -  

t a t i o n ,  b u t ,  f o r  o u r  p u r p o s e s ,  examples of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  w i t h  s u b s t a n -  

t i v e s  may b e  r o u g h l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  g roups :  

( 1 )  I n s t a n c e s  i n  which a  p r e c e d i n g  s u b s t a n t i v e  i s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of  

t h e  i n f i n i t i v e .  Of t h e  t h r e e  g r o u p s ,  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  

most common i n  t h e  Gawain-poet  ( abou t  41 examples o u t  of  9 9 ) .  Only a  few 

i n s t a n c e s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  u s e  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e :  

Gawain 282 Here i s  no mon me t o  t e c h e ,  f o r  my3tez s o  wayke; P e a r l  
414-5 He...Corounde m e  quene i n  b l y s s e  t o  b r e d e ;  
pou I b e  a  h a r l o t  p i  e r i g a u t  t o  p r a y s e ? ;  Gawain 
t o  go vpon b e  g r a y  more; e t c .  

J e s : ) e r s e n  e x p l a i n s  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  t h u s  u s e d ,  a s  d e n o t i n g  s i m p l e  f u t u r i t y  

(e.5;. i n  days  t o  come), o r  'what  m i g h t ,  would o r  s h o u l d ,  o r  what  c a n  o r  

1 87 may.. . . 

8 7 ~ s s c n t i a l s  of E n g l i s h  Crammar, 32.2.2.  



( 2 )  I n s t a n c e s  i n  whic11 tlle i ~ i r i n j  t i v c  ,governs ;I prc.cc,ding s r ~ l > s t n n t i v r  

a s  i Ls l o g i c a l  u b j e c ~ .  l'xiiu~ples or  t h i s  t y p e  a r e  a l s o  Fai l - ly  coii~iuuii: 

Gawain 1823 I hnf none yow t o  Pc,nrl 811-2 h e . .  .never  hade 
non hymsclf t o  wo!dc; P u r i t y  wat:: xonn f c r  tc. m:?!:c r:!?cn 
meschef was cnowen; P a t i e n c e  was no cumfor t  t o  k c u c r ,  
ne counse l  non o b e r ;  e t c .  

One i n s t a n c e  t o  be noted h e r e  i s :  P a t i e n c e  81 i s  i s  a  meruayl message ' ;P 

of t h e  a t t r i b u t i v e  a d j u n c t  ' s u b s t a n t i v e  + i n f i n i t i v e '  i n  which t h e  

s u b s t a n t i v e  i s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  and would be 

preceded i n  ModE by ' f o r ' .  

An i n f i n i t i v e  c o n s i s t i n g  of 'averb -! a  p r e p o s i t i o n '  o r  ' a  v e r b  

+ i t s  o b j e c t  and a  p r e p o s i t i o n '  which can  t a k e  an o b j e c t ,  can  a l s o  

govern a  p reced ing  s u b s t a n t i v e  a s  i t s  l o g i c a l  o b j e c t .  S i x  examples 

occur  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet: 

Gawain 695-6 Hade he . . .no gome h o t  God b i  g a t e  m h  t o  k a r p ;  I b .  
2223 A demez ax nwe d y 3 t ,  b e  d y n t  w i t h  t o  ?el&; 1, r i t y  477 h r  
fyndez no f o l d e  h e r  f o t e  on t o  pyche; &. 1049 A l l e  Pyse  a r  
t e c h e s  and tolcenes t o  t row upon 3 e t ;  2. 1661 b1ynnc.s h e  n o t  of 
b l a s f e m y o n  t o  blame be  Dryqtyn; P a t i e n c e  199 Hatz pou, gome, no 
gouernour ,  ne  god on t o  c a l l e .  

I n  a l l  t h e s e  examples excep t  t h e  one from P u r i t y ,  t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  i s  

p laced  b e f o r e  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e .  Th i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  found e l sewhere  i n  t h e  

Gawain-poet: P e a r l  45 ' o n  t o  s e n ? ' ;  - I b .  810 'on  t o  b y h o l d e ' ;  Gawain 

950 'on  t o  l o k e ' ;  3. 968 'on t o  l y k ' .  But I have come a c r o s s  no 

examples of t h i s  t y p e  i n  PPI i n  which t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  always seems t o  

come a f t e r  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  i n :  

V I .  126 We haue no lymes t o  l a b o u r e  wyth;  V I .  309 Labore rcs  ... 
haue no l a n d e  t o  l y u e  on; X V I I .  245 thow haue towe t o  t a k e  i t  



C o n s i d e r i n g  tlicst. f a c t s ,  w e  may be ab3 c t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  p l ? c i n g  c f  t l l ~  

p r e p o s i t i o n s  (wit11 and on) b e f o r e  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  a  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  

of t h e  Gawain-poet ' s  language.  

(3) I n s t a n c e s  i n  which e i t h e r  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  s t a n d s  i n  a p p o s i t i o n  t o  a  

p r e c e d i n g  s u b s t a n t i v e ,  o r  t h e  i - n f i n i t i v e  i s  a  p r e p o s i t i o n a l  p h r a s e  w i t h  

t h e  o r i g i n a l  meaning of t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n  to (= towards ,  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

o f )  a f t e r  s u b s t a n t i v e s .  Examples of t h i s  t y p e  a r e  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t ,  though 

t h e y  a r e  t h e  l e a s t  common of t h e  t h r e e  groups:  

Gawain 1 3 3 7 a t  b e  l u d e  mygt ha• ’  l i f l o d e  t o  c a c h ;  3. 6 2 4  
I am i n  tent ( = i n t e n t i o n )  yow t o  t e l l e ;  P e a r l  971  To s t r e c h  i n  
b e  s t r e t e  pou h a t 3  no vygour;  P u r i t y  67 t o  bowe ha• ’  I mes te r  
(=need) ;  P u r i t y  1773-4 l e d e s  of h a t z  spyed a  s p a c e  
t o  s p o y l e  C a l d e e a ;  P a t i e n c e  157 o u e r  borde b a l e  - 
t o  k e s t ;  e t c .  

I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  examples ,  ModE would u s e  t h e  gerund i n  p l a c e  of t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e  : 

Gawain 203-5 hade  he . . .no s c h a f t e  ne  no s c h e l d e  t o  schwue ne  
smyte ( = a g a i n s t  shov ing  and s m i t t i n g ) ;  P e a r l  1127-8 To l o u e  be 
Lombe.. . Iwysse  I l a 3 t  a  g r e t  d e l y t  ( = i n  p r a i s i n g  t h e  Lamb); 3. 
1129 D e l i t  b e  Lombe f o r  t o  d e u i s e  Wyth much mervayl i n  mynde 
went ( = d e l i g h t  i n  g a z i n g  upon t h e  Lamb). 

3 .7  I n f i n i t i v e  f o r  F i n i t e  Verb 

There  a r e  a few p o s s i b l e  examples of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  b e i n g  used 

i n  p l a c e  of t h e  f i n i t e  v e r b .  One of them o c c u r s  i n  what might  b e  c a l l e d  

An exc lamatory  s e n t e n c e ,  s i n c e  i t  i m p l i e s  s u r p r i s e :  

g81n E, however, - w i t h  i s  more o f t c n  p laced  n e a r  i t s  v e r b ,  a s  i n :  
V I .  297 t h i s  p r e s e n t  t o  p l e s e  w i t h  ht~njier  ( = t o  p l e a s e  hunger w i t h ) ;  XV.  
332 t h a t  w a t e r  t o  woke w>th Thcmcse, e t c .  Thcre  a r e  11 i n s t a n c e s  of t h i s  
odd o o s i t i o n  o f  wit 11 a s  o m ~ a r e d  w i t h  9  of t h e  normal 1 ,os i t ion of i t .  



P u r i t y  747-8 I am hot: erPc. f u l  q v e l  and u s l c  s o  l>lal tc,  For  t o  nwlc 
wyth such  n -- Mnyster a s  my?tcz I= a l l e  (=Who am I t o  match words 
w i t h  a  Master  o t  l i m i t l e s s  migi~t l ) .89  
C f .  Ch. TC 111 806-7 H o r a s t e !  a l l n s ,  and f a l s c n  T r o i l u s ?  I Itnowe 
hym nought ,  God h e l p  me s o .  

F I n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  cxamplcs t h c  i n f i n i t i v e  c l a u s e  seems t o  b e  

c o o r d i n a t e d  w i t h  a n o t h e r  c l a u s e :  

Gawain 1090-2 ' W y l  j e  h a l d e  b i s  h e s  h e r e  a t  bys  o n e ? '  ' 3 c ,  s i r ,  
f o r  s o p e ,  ' sayd pe scgge  t r w e ,  'Whyl I bydc I n  y o m c  '---- U ~ L , ~ ,  & 
bayn t o  ?owre h e s t . ' ;  P e a r l  2 9 5 - 9 p o u  s a y s  bou t rawe3 me i n  P i s  
d e n e ,  ...; Another bou s a y s ,  i n  bys  c o u n t r e  y s e l f  s c h a l  won myth 9 me r y 3 t  he:?; e  P rydde ,  t o  p a s s e  bys w a t e r  f r c - .  

I 
j 4. Other  Aspec t s  of Use 
I 
! 

4.1 S p l i t  I n f i n i t i v e  

The p a r t i c i p l e  i s  sometimes s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  by an 

adverb  o r  t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e .  T h i s  i s  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  cus -  

t o m a r i l y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  ' s p l i t '  i n f i n i t i v e .  

AS t o  t h e  t y p e  s p l i t  by  an a d v e r b ,  some s c h o l a r s g 0  con tend  t h a t  

i t  makes i t s  f i r s t  appearance  i n  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y ,  i t s  e a r l i e s t  example 

b e i n g  Gawain 87-8. U. van d e r  ~ a a f  however,  q u o t e s  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

example of i t  f rom P a s s i o n  of  our  Lord w r i t t e n  a b o u t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  

t h e  1 3 t h  c e n t u r y .  I n  t h e  Gavain-poet  t h e r e  a r e  a s  many a s  f o u r  i n s t a n c e s  

of t h e  t y p e  w i t h  a n  i n t e r v e n i n g  a d v e r b ,  w h i l e  t h c r e  i s  o n l y  one i n  

Langland and none i n  chaucer .92  

8 9 ~ u o t e d  from J .  Gardner ( t r . ) ,  The Complcte Works of  t h e  Gawain -  
p o e t ,  p. 170.  

9 0 ~ u r m e ,  S y n t a x ,  4 9 . 2 . c . ;  Mus tano ja ,  2. s., p. 515; J e s p e r s c n ,  
M. F. G . ,  V ,  20 .4 .1 .  -- 

91'1ri'he S p l i t  I n f i n i t i v e  i n  Pliddle E n g l i s h , "  I'nglisli S t u d i  c s ,  X V ,  p  

9 2 ~ ~ .  Kcnyon, 2. G., pp. 158-9.  



Of t h e  t y p e  s p l i t  by t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

example c i t e d  by van d c r  Gaaf i s  ta3amon Bru t  11018: heo c l e o p c d c  him 

t o  a l l e  h i s  w i s e  f o r  t o  lliru 7-cnde.93 I have o n l y  found onc example i n  

t h e  Gawnin-poet ' s  works and none i n  m. I n  C h a u c e r ' s  works o n l y  one 

i n s t a n c e  seems t o  o c c u r .  94 

G m a i n  1540 Bot t o  t a k e  be  t o r u a y l e  t o  myself  t o  t r w l u f  expoun. 
C f .  Ch. Compl. t o  Lady 121-3 We1 l e v e r  i s  me l i k e n  yow and deye 
Than f o r  t o  a n y t h i n g  o r  thynlce o r  seyc  Tha t  yow myghte o f f e n d e  
i n  any tyme ( q .  Kenyon). 

According t o  van d e r  ~ a a f , ~ ~  b o t h  t y p e s  of s p l i t  i n f i n i t i v e  occur  

o n l y  s p o r a ( ! i c a l l y  i n  NE; i n  most t e x t s  t h e r e  a r e  no i n s t a n c e s  of i t .  The 

o n l y  e a r l y  w r i t e r  t h a t  i s  r e a l l y  fond of t h e  s p l i t  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  Pecock. 

As we have mentioned above,  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  p r a c  t k c a l l y  non-cx i s  t e n t  

b o t h  i n  Langland and Chaucer ,  a l t h o u g h  one i n s t a n c e  i s  found i n  each of 

the~n .  ~ o z i c . 1 ~ ~  f i n d s  i n  t h e  unrimed ME a l l i t e r a t i v e  poems o n l y  t h r e e  

examples i n  Gawain and two i n  The Wars of Alexander ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  one 

i n - " m e  found i n  PP1 seems t o  have escaped h i s  n o t i c e .  A l l  t h e s e  f a c t s  

c o n s i d e r e d ,  t h e  Gawain-poet ' s  u s e  of t h e  s p l i t  i n f i n i t i v e  may be  s a i d  

t o  be  remarkab le ,  even i f  i t  i s  n o t  a s  e x t e n s i v e  a s  t h a t  of Pecock. 

4 .2  Non-express ion o f  t h e  I n f i n i t i v e  



a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s  and o t h e r  v e r b s ,  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t l ~ e  motion b e i n g  

i n d i c z t c d  insteac! by an adverbial ac:junct. Fi'itli reb'ird Lo t l l i s  
f 

t y p e  of c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  Trnka s a y s :  " I n  Old and Middle Engl i sh  t h e  

i n s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  e l l i p s i s  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a r e  f r e q u e n t ,  b u t  l a t e r  

on i t  i s  avc idcd  i n  t h c  literary language.  ' l g 7  I n  S l d e s p c a r e ,  i~owever ,  

t h i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  n o t  uncommon.98 I n  t h e  Gawain-poet t h e r e  a r e  13 

examples of t h i s  t y p e ,  of which 12 occur  a f t e r  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s :  

Gawaiq 2132 Bot I wyl t o  b e  c h a p e l ;  a. 1671 h i t  watx  ne3 -. 
a t  b e  t e r m  p a t  he--to s c h u l d e ;  P e a r l  347 When pou no f y r r e  
%, t o  ne  from; P u r i t y  289 A 1  s c h a l  doun and be  ded and 
dryuen o u t  o f  e r p e ;  P a t i e n c e  346 N y l t  pou neuer  t o  Nuniue b i  
no-kynnes waye3? 

Other  examples:  Gawain 1087, 2084, 2400, 2478; P u r i t y  647, 
665; P a t i e n c e  8 6 ,  202. 

The o t h e r  example o c c u r s  a f t e r  t h e  impersona l  v e r b  behoue which t a k e s  

t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  i t s  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t :  

Gawain 1959 Burne t o  hor  bedde behoued a t  b e  l a s t  ( s c .  t o  g o ) .  

I n  m, t h e  non-express ion  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  found even a f t e r  

t h e  v e r b  thynke ( = i n t e n d ) ,  a s  i n :  XVI. 174-5 I f rayned  hym...whider 

t ? l a t  h e  t h o u 3 t e ;  X V I I I .  222-3 now ti1 h e l l e  h e  t h y n k e t h ,  To w i t e  what 

a 1  wo i s .  There  i s ,  however, no i n s t a n c e  of t h i s  type  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet. 

I n  a l l  t h e  ex:;nples quoted above t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  of t h e  v e r b  of motion gg 

o r  -- come seems t o  b e  unexpressed ,  b e i n g  impl ied  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t .  

- 
9 7 9 .  *., p. 86.  

9 8 ~ b b o t t ,  E .  A .  A Shakespear ian  Grammar, 8 4 0 5 .  



c a s e  of  infinitives of  v e r b s  of  inotion,  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  o t l l e r  i n f i n i t i v e s .  

S i n c e  OE t h i s  p r a c t i c e  h a s  been v e r y  common a f t e r  a u x i l i a r y  v e r h s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  when a  form of t h e  v e r b  i n  qul , ; t i o n  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  c o n t e s t .  99 

I n  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  examples a r e  numerous: 

Gawain 1681 Flake we nlery quy l  we may; P e a r l  521 Gos i n t o  my vyne,  
d o t 3  b a t  3e  conne;  P u r i t y  1570-1 Me s c h a l  b e  prymaLe and prynce 
of  p t r e  c l e r g y e ,  And of my b r e v e n e s t  l o r d e z  b e  Prydde h e  s c h a l ;  
e t c .  

Except  f o r  i n s t a n c e s  of  t h i s  k i n d ,  t h e  non-express ion  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e s  

o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  of v e r b s  of mot ion never  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet ,  

a l t h o u g h  i t  does  o c c a s i o n a l l y  occur  i n  ME, a s  i n :  

Ch. T. 3947 F o r  simlcin wolde ( s c .  have)  no wyf ,  a s  h e  s a i d ;  
Le Morte D a r t h u r  131,  35 And thenne  h e  r o d e  v n t o  morgan 
ageyne asked yf s h e  wold ( s c .  communicate) ony thyng v n t o  
kynge A r t h u r  . l o o  

5.  Summary 

1. The most no tewor thy  f e a t u r e  of t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  u s e  o f  t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e  i s  t h a t  t h e  u s e  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  w i t h  to ( i n c l u d i n g  for 

t o )  i s  f a r  more e x t e n s i v e  t h a r  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  t h e  r a t i o  between - 

t h e  former  and t h e  l a t t e r  b e i n g  r o u g h l y  79:21, and i s ,  r e l a t i v e l y  

s p e a k i n g ,  a lmos t  a s  f r e q u e n t  a s  i n  PE. Thus t h e  d e c l i n e  of t h e  b a r e  

i n f i n i t i v e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet i s  s t r i k i n g  i n  v iew of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

9 9 ~ f .  Q u i r k  and Wrenn, An O l d  E n g l i s h  Grammar, p.  8 6 .  

'''A. Dcliker , "Somc O b s e r v a t i o n s  i n  Connec t ion  w i  tll R .  Trnka : 
On t h c ~ .  SynL ax of  tllc I lngli  :;I1 V e r b  from Caxton t o  Drydcn ," Ncophi 1 o l o g ~ i s ,  
XX, p .  119. 
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I 

i n  OC t h c  bare, i n f  i n i t j v e  was approximatcl  y  t l ~ r ~ c  t jmc>s as frcxquc'nL 

a s  t h e  t o -  i n • ’  i n i t i v e .  

T11e ' p rc ipos i  t i o n a l '  infinitive i n  t h e  Cn1:zin-~CC? is norm-1 l y  

preceded by to o r  f o r  t o ,  between which t h e r c  a p p e a r s  t o  be  no 

p a r t i c u l a r  f u n c t i o n a l  d i s t i n c t i o n .  The p r o p o r t i o n  between to and 

f o r  t o  is roug,I,:y 7::. I n  addltl~n to t h c s e  t::~, t!lere dces  o c c l ~ r  

one p e c u l i a r  example of for b e f o r e  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  f o r  which t h e  

gerund would be used i n  ModE. 

2 .  As t o  t h e  end ing  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  most i n f i n i t i v e s  occur  w i t h  

- e  - o r  w i t h o u t  end ing .  The end ing  -en - i s  o c c a s i o n a l ,  w h i l e  t h e  end ing  

-y i s  v e r y  r a r e ,  o c c u r r i n g  o n l y  i n  a  few v e r b s  be long ing  t o  t h e  second 

c l a s s  of weak v e r b s  i n  OE, and i n  some v e r b s  of French  o r i g i n .  The 

end ing  -=, which may be  c o n s i d e r e d  a  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  OE i n f l e c t e d  

i n f i n i t i v e ,  i s  found a  few t imes i n  monosy l lab les  (bene ,  s e n e ,  done) .  

3 .  I n  t h e  Gawain-poet,  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  shows a  wide f u n c t i o n a l  

r ange .  What has  been d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  can b e  summarized i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  manner: 

(1) The u s e  of t h e  & - i n f i n i t i v e  a s  d i r e c t  s u b j e c t  i s  q u i t e  r a r e ,  w h i l e  

t h e  u s e  of t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  w i t h  t h e  fo rmal  

s u b j e c t  ' i t '  i n  t h e  s u b j e c t  p o s i t i o n  i s  a lmos t  t w i c e  a s  f r e q u e n t .  The 

b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  never  o c c u r s  a s  d i r e c t  s u b j e c t  w h i l e  i t  i s  found o n l y  

once w i t h  the i o r m a l  s u b j e c t  ' i t ' .  

I n  impersona l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s  b o t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  and t h e  

t o - i n f i n i t i v e  occur  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  tlle f u n c t i o n  of t h e  l o g i c a l  - 

subject. I n  p : ~ l - t i c u l n r ,  i t  i s  worth  n o t i n g  t h a t  tile b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  



I 

i s  t w i c e  a s  common a s  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n .  S e v e r a l  

d o u b t f u l  examples of  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  scem t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  from 

t h e  impersona l  t o  t h e  p e r s o n a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

(2)  I n  t h e  f u n c t j  : of t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  a s  a  s u b s t a n t i v e -  

e q u i v a l e n t  ( e .g .  My w i l l c  i s  t o  wcnde) , t h e  % - i n f i n i t i v e  o c c u r s  o n l y  

t w i c e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet w h i l e  t h e r e  i s  no i n s t a n c e  of ~ i i e  Lare in f in i ; ;ve .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b e  t o  w i t h  an i n f i n i t i v e  which i s  an  

a d j e c t i v e - e q u i v a l e n t ,  imply ing  o b l i g a t i o n  ( e . g .  He i s  t o  blame) o r  

f u t u r i t y  ( e .g .  He i s  t o  come) i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  found .  The i n f i n i t i v e  i n  

t h i s  f u n c t i o n  i s  a lways  a c t i v e  i n  form,  a l t h o u g h  i t  might  b e  e i t h e r  

a c t i v e  o r  p a s s i v e  i n  meaning. Examples of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  which i s  

a c t i v e  i n  form b u t  p a s s i v e  i n  meaning a r e  f a i r l y  o f t e n  found,  i n  p l a c e  

of  which t h e  p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  form would now b e  g e n e r a l l y  used .  

I n s t a n c e s  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  w i t h  a c t i v e  meaning a r e  e x c e e d i n g l y  r a r e .  

A few i n s t a n c e s  of  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  occur  a f t e r  a  

p a s s i v e  v e r b  ( e . g .  He was s e e n  t o  go  o u t ) ,  i n  which c a s e  o n l y  t h e  3- 

i n f i n i t i v e  i s  used .  

The i n f i n i t i v e  a s  a n  o b j e c t i v e  p r e d i c a t i v e  ( t h e  ' a c c u s a t i v e  w i t h  

i n f i n i t i v e '  c o n s t r u c t i o n )  o c c u r s  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t l y .  It i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

f r e q u e n t  a f t e r  c e r t a i n  v e r b s  of e x p r e s s e d  o r  i m p l i e d  c a u s a t i o n ,  s u c h  a s  

l e t ,  gar, & ( = c a u s e ) ,  be-:e and comaund, f a r  l e s s  f r e q u e n t  a f t e r  v e r b s  - 

of s e n s e  p e r c e p t i o n ,  such  a s  se and h e r e .  T h i s  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  p r a c t i -  

c a l  ' y  n o n - e x i s t e n t  a f t e r  v e r b s  of menta l  p e r c e p t i o n  and d e c l a r a t i o n ,  

d e s p i t e  some s c h o l a r s '  c l a i m s  t h a t  i t  i s  w i d e l y  used a f t e r  v e r b s  of 



C 
i n f i n i t i v e  and t h e  - t o - i n t i n i t i ~ ~  uscd  as an ob j c c  Live p r e J i c , l  t i v c  i s  

n e a r l y  t h e  same. The u s c  of t h e  b a r e  i n f  i n i t i v e  i s ,  however, a lmos t  

always r e s t r i c t e d  a f t e r  c e r t a i n  v e r b s ,  such  a s :  l e t ,  b e d e ,  - d o  ( = c a u s e ) ,  

I EY - h e r e - m o s t  of which a r e ,  even today ,  a lmos t  always c o n s t r u e d  w i t h  

t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e .  I n  t h e  Cawain-poet,  h o w ~ v e r ,  most of t l lese  v e r b s  

a r e  a l s o  used w i t h  t h e  & - i n f i n i t i v e .  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  was o r i g i n a l l y  tile r u l e  i n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n ,  i t  shou ld  be  

no ted  t h a t  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  b e i n g  s u p p l a n t e d  t o  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

e x t e n t  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet by t h e  2 - i n f i n i t i v e .  A f u r t h e r  n o t i c e a b l e  

f a c t  i s  t h a t  make, which i s  always fo l lowed  by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  

ModE, i s  c o n s t r u e d  s o l e l y  w i t h  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet. 

Another o b s e r v a t i o n  i s  t h a t  t h e  u s e  of &I and gar a s  c a u s a t i v e  v e r b s ,  

w h i l e  v e r y  common i n  t h e  Gawain-poet, i s  o b s o l e t e  i n  PE. 

When t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  used a s  an o b j e c t i v e  

p r e d i c a t i v e  i s  i n d e f i n i t e  o r  e a s i l y  i n f e r r e d  from t h e  c o n t e x t ,  i t  i s  

o f t e n  unexpressed i n  t h e  w i q - p o e t ' s  works. T h i s  p r a c t i c e  o c c u r s  a f t e r  

b e d e ,  h e r e ,  comaund , l e t ,  r e ?  1 ,  make, (=cause)  and spede  (=cause)  . - 
A f t e r  t h e s e  v e r b s  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  p r e v a i l s .  The examples of t h i s  

k ind  from t h e  Gawain-poet a r e  by no means u s u a l  i n  ModE, excep t  f o r  t h e  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  ' h e a r  + s a y  o r  t e l l f .  T h i s  id iom,  o f  common o c c u r r e n c e  

i n  ME, i s  s t i l l  i n  d i a l e c t a l ,  c o l l o q u i a l ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  l i t e r a r y  

u s e .  

( 3 )  The u s e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  a s  o b j e c t  i s  f a i r l y  common i n  t h e  Gawain- 

p o e t .  Af t e r  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  t h e  r u l e  through a l l  

p e r i o d s  o f  Engl i sh  b u t  i n  t h e  -- Gnwain-poet t h e  % - i n f i n i t i v e  a l s o  o c c u r s  



a u x i l i a r y  by i n t c r v c n i n g  words.  'Tile IIIUS L 11oLc-wor t l ~ y  p o i n t s  lier e 

F 
+ a r e  t h a t  t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  a u x i l i a r y  con ( t h e  N o r t h e r n  and Nor th  Mid- 

P 
l a n d  p h o n e t i c  v a r i a n t  of a) i s  v e r y  f r e q u e n t  i n  rhyme w h i l e  i t  i s  

v e r y  r a r e  i n  t h e  unrhymed l i n e s  and t h a t  o n l y  t h e  rhymed P e a r l  s l~ows t h e  

u s e  of con a s  a  p e r i p h r a s t i c  a u x i l i a r y  of t h e  p r e s e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  of t h e  

p a s t  t e n s e .  The second p o i n t  i s  one of t h e  few d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  l i n g u i s t i c  

usage  t o  be  found w i t h i n  t h e  Gawain-group. I t  may a l s o  b e  no ted  t h a t  311 

b u t  one of t h e  examples of con a r e  accompanied by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e .  

The p e r i p h r a s t i c  & o c c u r s ,  v e r y  r a r e l y ,  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of rhyme o r  emphasis .  

A f t e r  f u l l  v e r b s  b o t h  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  and t h e  g - i n f i n i t i v e  

a r e  used  a s  o b j e c t s ,  b u t  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  f a r  T o r e  common e x c e p t  a f t e r  k r ,  

j e n k  ( = i n t e n d ,  expec t : ,  9, k~pe ,  t r a w e ,  wene, and had b p t t c r .  Of -- - 

t h e s e  v e r b s ,  d a r ,  t r a w e ,  wene, and had b e t t e r  n e v e r  t a k e  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e .  

The g - i n f i n i t i v e  a s  o b j e c t  i s  i n t r o d u c e d  o n l y  once  by  t h + .  fo rmal  o b j e c t  

' i t ' .  

(4) I n  t h e  Gawain-poet  t h e  most  common u s e  of  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  a s  a n  

a d v e r b i a l  a d j u n c t .  I n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  o n l y  t h e  = - i n f i n i t i v e  i s  u s e d ;  

t h e r e  i s  no  i n s t a n c e  of  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  e x c e p t  f o r  one d o u b t f u l  

example a f t e r  endure .  The i n f i n i t i v e  d e n o t e s  v a r i o u s  a d v e r b i a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  

such  a s  d i r e c t i o n ,  p u r p o s e ,  consequence ,  c o n d i t i o n .  The i n f i n i t i v e  o f  

purpose  i s  by f a r  t h e  most  f r e q u e n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  v e r b s  of mot ion 

such  a s  and comc. I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  and come t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  

of  purpo:.? i s  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t  i n  ME,  b u t  no such  examples a r e  found i n  t h e  

Gavnin-poet .  The f u r t h e r  no tewor thy  t h i n g  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two i n s t a n c e s  -- 

of  t l ~ c  i n f i n i t i v e  of purpose  i n t r o d u c e d  by as, which a r e  much o l d e r  than  



I motion o r  a f t e r  v e r b s  of i n c l i n a t i o n ,  d i s i n c l i n a t i o n  and t h e  l i k e .  The 

i n f i n i t i v e  ( !cnot ing o t h e r  a d v e r b i a l  r e l a t i o n s  i s  ex t remely  r a r e .  With 

v e r b s  of motion o r  of r e s t ,  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  of manner i s  n o t  uncommon 

i n  ME b u t  i t  never  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet,  i t s  p l a c e  b e i n g  t aken  by 

t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e .  I n  t h e  Gawain-poet t h e  i n f i l . i t i v e  i s  sometimes 

used where i n  l lodE we would e x p e c t  t h e  p r e s e n t  p a r t i c i p l e  o r  t h e  gerund.  

I n  t h i s  r e g a r d  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  may be  s a i d  t o  show a  wider  f u n c t i o n a l  

r a n g e  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet t h a n  i n  PE. The a b s o l u t e  u s e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  

i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  found i n  s e t  p h r a s e s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  t h e r e  i s  no 

c l e a r  example of t h e  s o - c a l l e d  ' n o m i n a t i v e  w i t h  i n f i n i t i v e '  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  a  few s i m i l a r  examples of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  wich a  

s u b s t a n t i v e  o r  one of t h e  pronouns which do n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  c a s e s .  

(5) The 2 - i n f i n i t i v e  a s  an  a d j u n c t  t o  an  a d j e c t i v e  ( o r  v e r y  r a r e l y  an  

adverb)  o c c u r s  p i e t t y  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  Gawain-poet,  e x p r e s s i n g  purpose ,  

d i r e c t i o n ,  c a u s e ,  e t c .  The b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  depending on an a d j e c t i v e  i s  

e x c e e d i n g l y  r a r e ,  o c c u r r i n g  o n l y  a f t e r  l o t h ,  wont ,  h a r d y ,  l i t t l e ,  and 

' s o  - + ad j  . t i v e  o r  adverb + as' . The i n s t a n c e  where an a d j e c t i v e  i s  

fo l lowed  by an  i n f i n i t i v e ,  a c t i v e  i n  form b u t  p a s s i v e  i n  meaning, a r e  

n o t  i n f r e q u e n t ,  b u t  t h e  p e r i p h r a s t i c  p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  w i t h  & o c c u r s  

o n l y  once a f t e r  l o t h .  I n  ModE t h e  i d e a  of consequence i s  f r e q u e n t l y  

expressed  by '3 + a d j t c t i v e  o r  adverb  + as + i n f i n i t i v e ' .  I n  t h e  

Gawain-poet t h e  t y p e s  w i t h  and w i t h o u t s  a r e  b o t h  i n  u s e ,  b u t  t h e  type  

w i t h  as i s  always fol lowed by t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  w h i l e  t h e  type w i t h o u t  

a s  i s  always fol lowed by t h e  t o - i n f i n i t i v e .  The examples of t h e  former  - - 

a r c  much o l d <  than t h e  e a r l i e s t  example ( c  . 1445) i n  E D .  



( G )  Thc i n f i n j  t i v c  i s  v e r y  colnrnon s s  hn a t t r i b u t i v e  s d j ~ r n c t  t o  a  s1tl7- 

s t a n t i v e .  I n  t h i s  f u n c t i o n  a11  i n f i n i t i v e s  a r e  prcceded by L o  e s c e p t  

f o r  tlie s i n g l e  s p e c i a l  c a s e  exprcsscd  by ' s u c h  + substantive + ;ls + b a r e  

i n f i n i t i v e ' .  The p e r i p l r a s t i c  p a s s i v e  i n f i n i t i v e  w i t h  a f t c r  subs tnn-  

t i v e s  i s  v e r y  r a r e ,  o c c u r r i n g  o n l y  twice .  O c c a s i o n a l l y  a  v e r b a l  p h r a s e  

c o n s i s t i n z  of ' a  v e r b  + a p r c p o s i t i o n '  o r  ' a  v e r b  + i t s  o b j e c t  and a 

p r e p o s i t i o n '  governs  a  p r e c e d i n g  s u b s t a n t i v e  a s  i t s  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t .  I n  

a l l  t h e  examples of t h i s  t y p e  e x c e p t  f o r  one found i n  t h e  Gawain-poet, 

t h e  p r e p o s i t i o n s  (on and with) a r e  p laced  b e f o r e  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e ,  a s  i n :  

P a t i e n c e  199  on t o  c a l l e .  E x a m ~ l e ;  of t h i s  word-order  a r e  o f t e n  found 

e l s e w h e r e  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  f u n c t i o n s  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e .  Hence t h e  Gawain- 

p o e t  a p p e a r s  t o  f a v o u r  p l a c i n g  JXJ and w i t h  b e f o r e  t h e  i n f i n i t i v e .  

(7)  There  a i e  a  few i n s t a n c e s  : n  t h e  Gawain-poet of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  w i t h ,  

o r  w i t h o u t  to b e i n g  used i n  p l a c e  o f  t h e  f i n i t e  v e r b .  One , f  them 

o c c u r s  i n  an e x c l a m a ~ o r y  s e n t e n c e ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r s  seem t o  be c o o r d i n a t e d  

w i t h  anorher  c l a u s e .  T h i s  p r a c t i c e  i s ,  however, by no means common i n  

t h e  Gawain-poet. 

4.  (1) The i n f i n i t i v e  i s  s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  p a r t i c l e  - t o  by an adverb i n  

f o u r  i n s t a n c e s  and by t h e  o b j e c t  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  i n  one. The Gawain- 

p o e t ' s  use  o f  t h i s  s p l i t  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  q u i t e  remarkab le  i n  view of t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t  i n  most ME w r i t e r s  b e s i d e s  

Pec ock.  

( 2 )  The i n f i n i t i v e  of v e r b s  of moti-on i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  l e f t  unexpressed 

a L t c r  a u x i l i a r y  v e r b s ,  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of motion b e i n g  i n d i c a t e d  by an 

; ~ d v c ~ b i n l  ad j ~ m c  t .  T h i s  non-express ion  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  o c c u r s  
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n o t  o n l y  i n  t h c  c a s e  of i n f  j n i t i v c s  of vc.rbs of motioli ,  bu t  a l s o  w i t h  

o t h e r  i n f i n i t i v c s .  T l ~ i s  p r a c t i c e  i s  o n l y  ve ry  conm~on a r i e r  a u x i l i a r y  

v e r b s ,  when n form of t h e  v e r b  i n  q u e s t i o n  o c c u r s  i n  t h c  c m t c x t .  Other-  

w i s e ,  i t  never  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  Cnwnin-poet, though i t  does  occur  v e r y  r a r e l y  

i n  o t h e r  MI;: w r i t e r s .  

TO s u n  up,  i n  t h e  G a w a i l l - p o e i  t l ~ c  2 - i i : f i i i i  t i v e  Is f I rmly established 

i n  many c o n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  which t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  was g e n e r a l l y  used i n  

OE. T h i s  i s  most n o t a b l e  i n  t h e  u s e  of t h e  i n f i n i t i v e  as :  (1) o b j e c t i v e  

p r e d i c a t i v e  ( t h e  " a c c u s a t i v e  w i t h  i n f i n i t i v e " )  , ( 2 )  d i r e c t  o b j e c t ,  (3) 

a d v e r b i a l  a d j u n c t  of purpose  a f t e r  v e r b s  of mot ion such  a s  LO and come, 

and (4) a d v e r b i a l  a d j u n c t  of manner a f t e r  v e r b s  of motion o r  r e s t .  Never- 

t h e l e s s ,  t h e  b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  q u i t e  c o n s p i c u o u s l y  a f t e r :  

(1) a  number of impersona l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  (2)  some v e r b s  of c a u s a t i o n  

(let, gar, do, bede ,  b e s e c h e ,  e t c . )  and v e r b s  of p e r c e p t i o n  ( s e e  and h e a r ) ,  

(3) some o t h e r  v e r b s  (s, &, a, e t c . ) ;  (4)  so.. .as and such. .  .as; 

(5) a  few a d j e c t i v e s  (ha rdy ,  l o b e ,  wont), and ,  o b v i o u s l y ,  (6 )  a u x i l i a r y  

v e r b s .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand, a  f a i r  number of v e r b s  @ ( = c a u s e ) ,  b e d e ,  

b e n k ,  o3e,  kepe ,  e t c . )  show f l u c t u a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  c h o i c e  of 

i n f i n i t i v e  form. 



I have a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e   awni in-poet's usage  of t h e  non- 

f i n i t e  forms of t h e  v e r b  ( i . e .  t h e  p a r t i c i p l e ,  t h e  ge rund ,  and t h e  

i n f i n i t i v e ) ,  r e f e r r i n g  a s  o f t e n  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  f a c t s  abou t  e a r l i e r ,  

contemporary ,  and l a t e r  u s a g e .  It would,  however,  be  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  

c l a r i f y  f u l l y  what k i n d  of e x p r e s s i o n  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of h i s  language 

o r  t o  d e c i d e  w i t h  a s s u r a n c e  whether  h i s  s y n t a x  was f a r  i n  advance o f ,  o r  

ag reed  w i t h ,  t h e  u s u a l  p r a c t i c e  of  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  1 4 t h  c e n t u r y .  

I n  o r d e r  t o  know t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  h i s  u s a g e  i n  t h e  s y n t a c t i c  development ,  

we must make a  c a r e f u l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  n e a r l y  a l l . t h e  works of t h e  ME 

p e r i o d ,  which was beyond my power t o  a t t e m p t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t  t h e s i s .  

With due  r e s e r v a t i o n ,  however,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  may b e  s a i d  

e i t h e r  t o  b e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of t h e  Gawain-poe t ' s  l a n g u a g e ,  o r  t o  b e  

d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  l anguage  of h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s :  (1)  The p r e s e n t  

p a r t i c i p l e  i s  used p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  a t t r i b u t i v e  f u n c t i o n ;  

(2)  The a b s o l u t e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  f r e q u e n t ;  ( 3 )  The 

a b s o l u t e  p a r t i c i p l e  i s  o c c a s i o n a l l y  i n t r o d u c e d  by v a r i o u s  p r e p o s i t i o n s ,  

such  a s  w i t h o u t ,  5 ( = b e f o r e ) ,  by; (4) The gerund fo l lowed  by a  

s i m p l e  o b j e c t - t h e  r e g u l a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  ModE-is a l r e a d y  found 

r a t h e r  f r e q u e n t l y  ( m o s t l y  i n  P u r i t y ) ,  whereas  t h e  u s e  of a d v e r b i a l  

a d j u n c t s  w i t h  t h e  gerund- the  r e g u l a r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  i n  ModE-is v e r y  

r a r e ;  ( 5 )  The b a r e  i n f i n i t i v e  i s  q u i t e  f r e q u e n t  a s  t h e  l o g i c a l  s u b j e c t  

of  impersona l  exprc : . s ions  w h i l e  i t  n e v e r  o c c u r s  a s  a d v c r b i a l  z d j u n c t  of 

purpow a f t t e r  v e r b s  O E  motion such  a s  and comc, and a s  a d v e r b i a l  

a d j u n c t  o f  manner n r t c r  v e r b s  of mot ion o r  r e s t ;  (6 )  Thc p e r i p h r a s t i c  

nuzi 1 i a r y  3 ( = d i d ,  o r  v e r y  r a r e l y ,  do)  i s  v e r y  I I  equcn t  wi t h  tile 
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i n l i n i L i v e  f o l  lowing i n  rhyme w l ~ i l  e i t  i s  v e r y  r a r e  i n   inr rhymed l i n e s .  
5 

Only tlic s l ~ y i n c c l  -- Pe,tr  1 s l l ~ w s  ~ l i c  t:sc of cnn a s  a p c r i p h r c s t i c  n x x i l i s -  L Y  

of t h e  p r e s e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  of t h e  p a s t  t e n s e ;  ( 7 )  The p e r i p h r a s t i c  

o c c u r s  o n l y  v e r y  r a r e l y  and o n l y  f o r  t h e  s a k e  of rhyme o r  emphasis ;  

(8) The s o - c a l l e d  s p l i t  i n f i n i t i v e  o c c u r s  s e v e r a l  t imes .  

Wit-h t h e  e x c e p t i o n  of t h e s e  p o i n t s ,  t h e  Gawnin-poet 's  use  of t h e  

n o n - f i n i t e  forms seems t o  conform i n  g e n e r a l  t o  l a t e  ME usage .  

A s  compared w i t h  t h e  s y n t a x  of h i s  c o n t e m p o r a r i e s ,  however, some 

of t h e  above p a r t i c u l a r s  abou t  t h e  Gawain-poet ' s  s y n t a x  might be  s a i d  t o  

b e  r a t h e r  modern. S i n c e  t h i s  s t u d y  i s  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  n o n - f i n i t e  forms 

of t h e  v e r b ,  however, more d e f i n i t e  c o n c l u s i o n s  concern ing  t h e  Gawain- 

p o e t ' s  language must be  r e s e r v e d  f o r  some f u t u r e  t i m e ,  u n t i l  t h e  

examinat ion of a l l  a s p e c t s  of h i s  language h a s  been assembled.  
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