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S e r b e r t  .$ .arcuse 's  a n a l y s i s  .,I advanced c a ; r i t a l i s t  

s o c i e t y  and h i 5  s u b s e q u e n t  pro1;osais  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n  have 

t;ained s u p  o r i  from a l a r d e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  " l e f t n  i n  

b o t h  . \ o r t h  Amer ica  and Edrope .  

Phe o o j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  t~ c r i t i c a l l y  

examine li~hat a p p e a s  t o  Le t h e  c e n i r : i l  f e a t u r e s  o f  h i s  

aflaljrsis. 

The i n t r o d u c t o r ,  c h a p t e r  i s  a b r i e f  e x p o s i t i o f i  o f  

idarcuse 's c ~ n c l u s i o n s  concer:lin;-. t h e  c h a r n c t  crib i i c s  

a ~ d  d i r e c t i o n  o f  c o n t e m p o r a r ~  c a p i z l l i s t  s o c i e t y ,  s p e -  

c i f i c a l l ,  J.S. s o c i e t y .  I t  a l s o  o u t l i n e s  t h e  ? e n e r a 1  

f e a t u r e s  o f  h i s  n o t i o n  o f  l i b e r q t i o n .  

~ n a p t e r  t a o  i s  a 3 o r t  d e t a i l e d  e x p o 3 i ; i o n  and 

c r i t i q u e  of  t h e  main f e a t u r e ;  o f  d a r c u ; e ' s  p a r t i c d l a r  

n o t i o n  o f  l i b e r a t i o n  :ins t h e i r  F r e u d i a n  b u d i s .  

C h a p t e r  t h r e e  d e a l s  t i i t h  l a r c t i s e ' s  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  

c u r r e n t  afid p r o b a b l e  f  d t u r e  t r e n d s  i n  con tempora ry  L . 3 .  

c a p i t a i i s m .  It c o n t a i n s  d i s c u s s i o f i s  o f  p e r i o d i c  c r i s i s ,  

arms s ~ e n d i f l g ,  i n t e r - c a p i t a l i s t  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  and t h e  

p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  T h i r d  World i n  t h e  c a g i t 5 l i s t  s y s t e m -  

. C h a p t e r  f o u r  i s  a c r i t i c i s a  o f  f e a t u r e s  o f  A a r c u s e ' s  

iii 



d i s c u s s i o ~ i  of  t h e  " r e v o l u t i o n a r j  a g e g t  " i n  advanced 

c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  d e a l s  w i th  t h e  

f'new" wornin4 c i a s s ,  t h e  s tudef i t  " r e v o l t "  i~ t h e  i . S . ,  

and t h e  r c v o l d t i o n a r y  c o ~ s c i o u s n e s s  of t h e  t r a d i t i o m l  

w o r ~ i n g  c l a s s .  

Chapte r  f i v e ,  t h e  l a s t ,  i s  a  ~ o n c l ~ s i o n  i n  v+hich 

we bo th  summarize b r i e f l y  t h e  c r i t i c i s a s  o f  t h e  e a r l i e r  

c h a p t e r s ,  and show t n e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t h e  

v a r i o u s  c r i t i c i s m s .  E i n a l l y  we a t t e a p t  t o  r e a c h  some 

conclusions r e g a r d i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  v a l i d i t y  o f  A a r c m e f s  

a n a l y s i s  and p roposa l s .  
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This s tudy  of h larcuse 's  p e r s p e c t i v e  on l i b e r a t i o n  

was mot iva ted  by a n  a d u t e  awareness  of  t h e  widespread 

accep tance  of  h i s  t h e s i s  by t h e  'New L e f t 1  i n  Aorth  

America, Vihile the  purpose of  t h i s  t h e 3 i s  i s  n o t  spe- 

c i f i c a l l ,  t o  i n q ~ i r e  i n t o  t n e  oasis of Marcuse l s  obvious  

a t t r a c t i v e n e s s  f o r  t h e  'New L e f t ' ,  t h e  r e a d e r  w i l l  pe r -  

haps  be a b l e  t o  p i c k  o u t  c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  o f  h i s  a rgu -  

ments which a r e  n o t i c e a b l ~  i f l  harmonj w i t h  and s,mpa- 

t h e t i c  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  e x i s t e n t i a l  s i t u a t i o n  of  t h e  'New 

b e f t l  and i t s  subsequent  p o l i t i c a l  and t a c t i c a l  s t a n c e .  

i he  o b j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  

t h e  c r i t i c a l  assessment  o f  Y a r c u s e l s  n o t i o n  o f  l i b e r a t i o n .  

The d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  f o c u s  o n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  f e a t u r e s  o f  

d a r c u s e l s  p e r s p e c t i v e  on l i b e r a t i o n  and ,  because h i s  

views d e r i v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  j u s i i f i c a t i o n  from h i s  ana1 , s i s  

o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and dynamics o f  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  so-  

c i e t y ,  i t  w i l l  a l s o  f o c u s  on t h e  main f e a t u r e s  o f  t h a t  

a n a l y s i s .  

It should  be noted a t  t h e  o u t s e t ,  t h a t  wh i l e  t h e  

main body of  t h i s  t h e s i s  r e f l e c t s  a c r i t i c a l  apllroach t o  

much of U a r c u s e l s  work, t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  has  been pu t  



forward no t  w i tnou t  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  p o s i t i v e  con- 

t r i b u t i o n s  he  has  made t a  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  c r i t i c i s m ,  - - 
Indeed ,  much o f  nhat  i a r c u s e  h a s  t o  sa2  i n  h i s  var -  1 $& 

i o u s  v;orns rin;;s q u i t e  t r a e  and i s  i n  harmon;, w i th  a c t u a l  
z-' 

e v e n t s  and s i t u a t i o n s ,  P a r t i c u l a r l y  h a s  he c o n t r i b u t e d  
4 

much towards promoting t h e  n o t i o n  o f  a c r i t i c a l  approach 

t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  contemporary socio-economic and p o l i t -  

i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  He h a s ,  e s p e c i a l i ;  i n  Yorth America, 

done a g r e a t  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  l e f t  b:, d e a o n s t r a t i n s  t h e  f u l l  

and ddnaa i c  n a t u r e  of  Marx's  i d e a s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  ob- 

j e c t i v e  o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  no t  t o  s i n g  t h e  p r a i s e s  o f  

, , a r c u s e ,  ( t h e r e  a r e  aany who do t h a t  q u i t e  we l l  and t h e  

r e a d e r  may of  cou r se  inake n i s  own assessment  o f  t h e s e  

p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b d t i o n s ) .  What w i l l  be a t t emp ted  however, 

i s  a c r i t i c a l  assessment  of c e r t a i n  ked n o t i o n s  and assump- 

t i o n s  i n  Marcuse 's  g e n e r a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  on l i b e r a t i o n .  

The main f e a t u r e s  o f  X a r c u s e t s  views on l i b e r a t i o n  

have remained e s s e n t i a l l y  unchanged d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  

o r  s i x  yGars. The c e n t r a l  p remises  and arguments may b e  

found s c a t t e r e d  th roughout  t h e  t e x t  o f  a l l  h i s  r e c e n t  

p u b l i c  l e c t u r e s  and w r i t i n g s  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  They have 

r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  f u l l e s t  e x p r e s s i o n  however, i n  a s h o r t  work 

pub l i shed  i n  1963 e n t i t l e d :  ESSAY 021 LIi3ERATION". I 

k review of  Marcuse 's  e a r l i e r  works shows t h i s  



p a r t i c u l a r  e s s a y  t o  be h i s  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  a t  f o r m u l a t i n g  

s ; s t e m a t i c a l l y  c o h e r e n t  and c o n c r e t e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  a c h i e v i n s  

l i b e r a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s u g g e s t  however ,  t h a t  man; o f  

t h e  b a s i c  p r e m i s e s  and a rguments  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h a t  t h e s i s  

were n o t  e v i d e n t  i n  f r agmented  form t h r o d g h o u t  much o f  h i s  

p r i o r  w r i t i n g ,  p a r t i c u l a r 1 2  from 1954 onwards. 

The ke, n o t i o n  i n  % a r c u s e l s  p e r s p e c t i v e  on l i b e r a t i o n  

i s  h i s  i n s i s t a n c e  on t h e  n e c e s s a r i l "  p r i o r  emergence o f  a 

"new man" t o  l e a d  and g u i d e  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r j  s t r u g g l e ,  

w h e t h e r  i t  be i n  t h e  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s  o r  i n  

t h e  T h i r d  Aiorld. He s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s u c h  a n o t i o n  was c l e a r l y  

i n h e r e n t  i n  i%arxls  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  p n l e t a r i a t  as t h e  revo-  

l u t i o n a r j  a-;ent i n  c a 2 i t a l i s t i c  s o c i e t y .  An a g e n t  which 

has v a l u e s  and g o a l s  t h a t  a r e  a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h o s e  o f  t h e  

r u l i n g  b o u r g e o i s  c l a s s .  k t  soon becomes e v i d e n t  nobever  

t ha t  i u I a r c u s e ' ~  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  "new man1' and d a r x l s  n o t i o n  - 
o f  t h e  " p r o l e t a r i a t w  a r e  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  and t h i s  

d i f f e r e n c e  s t e m s  i n  t h e  i a s t  a n a l y s i s  from a b a s i c  d i v e r -  
- 

gence  o f  o n t o l o d i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  between S a r c u s e  and Narx. 

These nnew menn, d a r c u s e  s u g g e s t s ,  w i l l  have  a n  i n s -  

t i n c t u a l l y ,  b i o l o g i c a l l j  and even p h ; s i o l o g i c a l l j  r o o t e d  

m o t i v a t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  quo o f  t h e  

a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  and t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  "one d i m e n s i o a a l ' '  

s o c i e t ;  i s  t h e r e b y ,  c l e a r l y  t h e  most deep  r o o t e d  d e n i a l  



imaginable .  These ' n e ~  men" a r e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  hav ing  a  

"new s e n s i b i l i t y f ' ,  a "new s e n s i t i v i t y "  and a  r s t i o n -  

a l i t y " ,  which r e s u l t  d i r e c t l j  from a r e l a t i v e l y  unsubl i -  

mated e x p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  demands o f  t h e  " l i f e  i n s t i n c t s n  o r  

"Eros". Consequent ly ,  p r a x i s  i s  viewed as be ing  ga ided  by 

and i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  i n n e r  e s s e n c e  o f  man. Marcuse 

f u r t h e r  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e s e  "new menw now e x i s t  i n  c e r t a i n  

groups bo th  i n  t h e  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s  and i n  

theThi rd  Xorld. S y e c i f i c a l i y ,  Marcuse views t h e  " r a d i c a l  

;oung i n t e l l i g e n t  s i a w  a s  t h e  a o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  source  of  

t h e s e  e s s e n t i a l  "new nenn.  

The whole n o t i o n  o f  t h e  "new man" r e s t s  as we s h a l l  

l a t e r  demons t ra te ,  i n  t h e  b a s i c a l l y  F r e u d i a n  concept of  

t h e  n a t u r e  of  man, which has  come t o  permeate AKarcusefs J 
i d e a s  on s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  and change. 

H i s  i n s i s t e n c e  on t h e  p r i o r  e x i s t e n c e  o f  such "new 

menn a p p e a r s  t o  stem l a r g e l y  from h i 5  g e n e r a l  conc lus ion  

t h a t  a l l  p rev ious  r e v o l u t i o n s  have f a l l e n  s h o r t  of a c h i e v i n g  

l i b e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s  because of t 5 e  e x i s t e n c e  

o f  a  npsych ic  t h e m i d o r " .  Stemming from t h e  r e p r e s s i o n  
v" 

and d i s t o r t i o n  of i n s t i n c t u a l  d r i v e s  by l i f e  i n  t h e  ad-  

vanced c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t i e s ,  t h i s  t fpsychic  t ne rmidorn  i s  

viewed a s  be ing  t h e  kej f a c t o r  which has  k e p t  a l l  p r ev ious  

a t t e m p t s  a t  l i b e r a t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  "continuum of  r e p r e s s i o n n .  



While he r e a d i l y  achnowledges t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n s  i n  

soc io-econoa ic  f o r c e s  can be ach i eved  wi thou t  t h e  guidance 

of t h e s e  "new n t n " ,  hz a r g u e s  t h a t  such changes ,  far 

r e a c h i n g  as the,  mad b e ,  can  have no chance of  l e a d i n g  t o  

t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of  z " t r u l i  freen s o c i e t y :  i . e . ,  a s o c i -  

e t y  which,  f o r  % a r c u s e ,  must be i n  harmony vfj , th t h e  i n n e r  

e s sence  o f  man and consequent ly  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  demands 

of t h e  l i f e  i n s t i n c t s .  It f o l l o w s  q u i t e  l o g i c a l l y  t h e r e -  

f o r e ,  t h a t  onl ,  under  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  and gu idance  of  men 

and women un ique ly  s e n s i t i v e  t o  and mot iva ted  b j  t h e  demands 

o f  t h e s e  l i f e  i n s t i n c t s ,  can an" r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  

hope t o  b u i l d  a " f r e e "  s o c i e t y .  Vlithout such gu idance ,  

Atarcuse s u g g e s t s  t h a t  a r e v o l u t i o n  o n l y  i n  socio-ecorlornic 

forms w i l l  p robab ly  l e a d  t o  a n  e v e r  more e f f e c t i v e  and e f -  
0 

f i c i e n t  domina t ion  o f  man by nan. d-.-/f2i $,L, /. . 
A l l  t n i s  i s  not  meant t o  i n p l ;  that  Marcuse has  w r i t t e n  

o f f  t h e  working c l a s s  i n  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t i e s  as 

t n e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a g e n t .  Indeed ,  he h a s t e n s  t o  po in t  o u t  ; / - 
t h a t  a l o n e ,  t h e s e  "new menn could  have l i t t l e  hope o f  ove r -  

throwing t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  s j s t em.  The p r o l e t a r i a t ,  t h a t  i s ;  

t h a t  c l a s s  i n  s o c i e t y  which e x i s t  by s e l l i n g  i t s  l a b o r  as 

a commodity, i s  s t i l l  conceived o f  as t h e  prime r e v o l u t i o n -  

a r y  agen t  upon whose suppor t  t h e  s u c c e s s  of an,  r e v o l u t i o n  

i n  t h e  " a f f l u e n t n  s o c i e t y  l a r g e l y  depends. The q u a l i t a t i v e  



d i f f e r e n c e  i n  % a r c u s e ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  however, r e s t s  i n  h i s  

argument t h a t  because  of t h e  " t o t a l "  i n s t i n c t u a l  r e p r e s s i o n  

of  t h e  g e n e r a l  populace of  t h e  "one d imens iona l  s o c i e t y w ,  

t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  c o d d  neve r  a c h i e v e  a q u a l i t a t i v e  change i n  

s o c i a l  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e  u n l e s s  such  e f f o r t s  were p i d e d  and 

d i r e c t e d  by "new menn. To t h i s  e x t e n t  l a r c u s e  a r g u e s  t h a t  

any s t r u g g l e  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n  i n  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  

w i l l  i n e v i t a b l y  be a g a i n s t  t h e  w i l l  of  t h e  v a s t  a a j o r i t y  
J 

people  a f f e c t e d .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t  r e n a i n s  t h e  

"body", wh i l e  t h e  "nee mann becones  t h e  "headw of t h e  r e -  

v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e .  

A s  n ~ t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  b a s i s  of  t h i s  "new nan" l i e s  i n  

t h e  a p r i o r i  a ccep t ance  of  t h e  g r e u d i a n  t h e o r y  of i n s t i n c t s .  
-- 

A n o t i o n  wnich views t h e  nind as hav igg  a  c o n a t a n t  bu t  

d i s p l a c e n b l ~  sou rce  of  "psychic  energyn .  This *energyw i s  

d i s p l a c e a b l e  i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two b a s i c  c a t e -  

g o r i e s  o f  i n s t i n c t s :  The l i f e  i n s t i n c t s  o r  "Eras", and 

t h e  d e a t h  i n s t i n c t s  o r  "Thanatos". The c o n s t a n t  "ps,, c h i c  

enerqy"  i s  viewed as be ing  p r o p o r t i o n a l l ,  d i s t r i b u t e d  

between t h e s e  two i n s t i n c t s  as a r e s u l t  o f  man's s e n e r a 1  

h i s t o r i c a l  and b i o g r a p h i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e s .  I f ,  f o r  exdnp le ,  

e x i s t e a t i a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  l e a d  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e  

i n  t h e  i n t e n s i t ,  of  t h e  d e a t h  i n s t i n c t s ,  t h e n  t h e r e  w i l l  

be a consequent  and converse l ,  co r r e spond in2  d e c r e a s e  i n  



t he  i n t e n s i t j  o f  t h e  l i f e  i n s t i n c t s .  The b a s i c  " p s y c h i c  

e n e r g y "  however,  r emains  c o n s t a n t  and a u s t  f i n d  e x p r e s s i o n  

o r  r e l e a s e  t h r o u g h  v a r y i n g  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  l i f e  o r  

d e a t h  i n s t i n c t s .  

It i s  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c o c c e p t  o f  

i n s t i n c t u a l  e n e r g y ,  t h a t  d a r c u s e  d e v e l o p s  h i s  n o t i o n  o f  a  

"new s e n s i b i l i t , " ,  a "new s e n s i t i v i t J W ,  a "new r s t i o n a l i t j r " ,  

a n d ,  emoodj ing  a l l  of t h e s e ,  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  a "new macu. 

It i s  due t o  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  e x i s t e n t i a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  

t h e s e  "new men" have  emerged; men whose v e r y  t h o q h t s  as 

w e l l  as t h e i r  a c t i o n s  a r e  l a r g e l y  d e t e r n i n e d  afld n o t i v a t e d  

by t h e  denands  o f  t h e  l i f e  i n s t i r c t s  o v e r  and a i n s t  t h e  f 
demands o f  t h e  d e a t h  i n s t i n c t s .  A l s o  a s  g o t e d  above,  

hlarcuse s e e s  t h e  "young r a d i c a l  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a n  a s  bein?,  

t h e  q o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  g r o  " i n  advanced 

c a p i t a l i s t  soc ie t i e -  --- ---- T h e  e l i t i s t  

r t h e o r e t i c a l  f o r a u l a t i o n  a r e  0 3 v i o u s .  
1-- - -  _ .--.._.------ - - @- - w -  

T h i s ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h e  image of t h e  e s s e n t i a l " r e v o 1 ~ t i o n -  

arjr f o r c e  i n  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y ,  which emerges 

from b l a r c u s e t s  t h e s i s .  I t  i s  a9 image o f  a l a r g e  i n d u s -  

t r i a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  g u i d e d  by "new aen" ,  dra:vn l a r g e l j  f rom 

t h e  " r a d i c a l  ~ o d n g  i n t e l l i s e n t s i a v  o f  t h e  a f f l u e n t  middle  

c l a s s e s .  

A s  i n i t i a l l y  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h i s  ap!jroach r e p r e s e n t s  a 



c l e a r  s h i f t  i n  o n t o l o L ; i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  which might  b e s t  

be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  g e n e r a l 1 2  a s  a move from Aarx t o  Freud.  

The s h i f t  a p p e a r s  t o  have oeen a o t i v z t e d  i n  no small way 

by t h e  p e s s i a i s t i c  c o n c l u s i o n s  lviarcuse had a r r i v e d  a t  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o t e n t i a l  o f  t h e  worxin5 c l a s s  

i n  t h e  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  

Garctise supposed t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e s  

i n  a r x z  s p e n d i n g ,  t h e  sustained c o l d  war ,  t h e  

c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of  economic o ~ n e r s i i p ,  and t h e  s e n e r a 1  

e c o n o x i c  and r n i l i t a r ;  s t r e n g t h  o f  t h e  J . 2 . A .  ( t h e  a o s t  >lroh 
advanced c a p i t a l i s t  c o < . n t r y  ), t h e  p e r i o d i c  and g e n e r a l  

c r i s e s  o f  r e c e d s i o n s  arid d e p r e s s i o n s  a h i c h  haC p r e v i o ~ s l y  \ -yi 
and unavo idab l ,  p lagued c a p i t a l i s t  p r o d u c t i o n  and conse -  I :;a t#/l 
~ u e n t l y  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y ,  had  l a r g e l ,  oecome c a p a b l e  o f  I 
managesent  and c o n s e q u e c t l ;  had been g e n e r a l l y  overcoee .  

S p e c i f i c a l l ; ,  he  c a a e  t o  view t h e  "one d i a e n s i o n a l  s o c i e t y "  

as c a p a b l e  o f  l o n g  t e rm and i n d e e d ,  i n c r e a s i n g l ,  ~teide- 

s p r e a d  a f f l u e n c j i .  Yhe " f r e e z i n g 1 '  o f  c o m p e t i t i o n  and sub-  

s e q u e n t  c r i s e s  b o t h  be tween f o r m e r l y  coa:-et ing c a p i t a l i s t  

na:ions and between h e r e  t o  f o r e  a n t a g o n i s t i c  c l s s s e s  

w i t n i n  e a c n  o f  t h e s e  n a t i o n s ,  was s e e n  by d a r c u s e  t o  be t h e  

r e s u l t  o f  coab ined  impact  o f  s u s t a i n e d  and widespread  af- 

f l u e n c y ,  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  "eneay" (conniinism),  and t h e  

i n c r e a s i n g l j  e f f e c t i v e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  



u n d e r l y i n g  c o p d a t i o n  b, t h e  mass media. A s  a r e s u l t  of 

t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  Marcuse came t o  view t h e  working c l a s s  o f  

advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t ,  as ' t o t a l l y ' ' ,  i . e . ,  i n s t i n c -  

t u a l l j ,  b i o i o t ~ i c a l l ,  and p h y s i o l o g i c a l l y  i n t e y a t e d  i n t o  

t h e  g o a l s  and v a l u e s  of  t h e  s ,s tem. , d i l i t a n t  and r a d i c a l  

c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e v s  was viewed by Marcuse as  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

a b s e n t  from t h e  most advanced of  t h e  i n d u s t r i a i  s o c i e t i e s .  

F u r t h e r m o r e  he a r g u e d  t h a t ,  even i f  one d i s r e g a r d s  t h e  

l o n g  t e r m  s t a b i l i t y  i n  c a p i t a l i s t  p r o d u c t i o n ,  and 

renewed and i n t e r i s i f i e d  c r i s i s  i n  t h a t  a r e a  o f  a c t i v i t y ,  

s u c h  i n s t a b i l i t J  would h a r d l y  prove  t o  be e f f e c t i v e  i n  

c a u s i n g  a r e b i r t h  o f  m i l i t a n t  and  r a d i c a l  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s -  

n e s s ,  because  o f  t h e  t h o u r o u g h n e s s  w i t h  which t h e  p r o l e -  

t a r i a t  has been i n t e g r a t t d  i n t o  t h e  c u l t u r e  and p s y c n o l -  

ogy o f  t o e  sys tem.  b' 

P i n a l l ,  u a r c u s e  a r g u e s  tha t  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t r o d u c -  

t i o n  o f  a s t o m a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  p r o c e s s  i s  r a p i d l y  

changins  t h e  c h q r a c t e r i s t i c s  and s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  t r a d i -  

t i o n a l  h o m i n g  c l a s s .  He a r g u e s  t h a t  due t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  new means o f  p r o d u c t i o n ,  

a h i g h l j  e d u c a t e d  and  h i g h i y  s ~ i i l e d  wor& f o r c e  h a s  oecome 

a v i t a l  n e c e s s i t y  t o  t h e  smooth f u n c t i o n i n c  economy. The 

emergence o f  t h i s  "new work ins  c l a s s "  i s  viewed as a un ique  

and permanent  t r e n d  i n  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  F u r t h e r  



as this instrumentalist intellizentaia is drawn largely 

from the well educated youth he argues that the student 

revolt consequently hits the sistea at an extremelJ vul- 

nerable s;ot. He concludes his observations in this 

respect by noting the convergence of the essential revo- 

lutionar, catalyst, the "radical young intelligentsian, 

with the increasingly essential and indispensable sector 

of the working class, i.e., "the nev, ivor~~in; class". It 

is this convergence of subjective and objective factors 

in idarcuse's view, which reinforces and supports his 

focus on the students as perhaps the most significant 

revolutionary force in advanced capitalist 3ociety today. 

Jot onlG is this "radical ;o.ms intelligentsian in ins- 

tinctual, biological and physiological opgosition to the 

affluent society, but also it is increasingl, cozing to 

hold the key operative positions in the means of production 

due to its increasingly widespread role as the new wording 

class. 

In summary form, these represent the basic and par- 

ticular features of Marcuse's perspective on lioeration 

from the affluent society. This essay represents an 

attempt to critically assess the validity of the key 

premises and conclusions of Marcuse's perspective. 

Initially, we shall look critically at the Freudian 



i n s t i n c t  t h e o r y  ,%nich i s  so  c l e a r 1 2  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of 

a a r c u s e ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  approach t o  t h e  p r o ~ l e r n  of  l i b e r a t i o a .  

It w i l l  be arF;ded t h a t  the  p s y c h o a n a l j t i c  theor2  of  i n -  

s t i n c t s  has s e r i o u s  shortcorninds which c o n u e q u e n t l ~  e f f e c t  

t h e  soundness  of t h e  whole s t r u c t u r e  which Marcuse h a s  

b u i l t  upon t h e s e  f o u n d a t i o n s ,  i . e . ,  " t he  new s e n s i b i l i t y q 1 ,  

* the  new s e n s i t i v i t y n ,  " the  new r a t i o n a l i t J V 1 ,  and " the  new 

man", as w e l l  as h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  n o t i o n  of " l i b e r a t l o n W ,  

are shown t o  o e  e q u a l l y  q u e s t i o n a b l e  n o t i o n s .  h u r t h e r m o r e  

i t  w i l l  be argued t h a t  t h e  i d e a  which gave s p e c i a l  urgency 

t o  i4arcuse1s  deaand f o r  a "new aanl ' ,  i . e . ,  t h e  "dsychic  

Ther:nidortl ,  i s  z l s o  f i r m l y  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  P'reudiag t h e o r j  

of i n s t i c c t s  and t h e i r  r e p r e s s i o n ,  and i s  t h e r e f o r e  a l s o  

s u s p e c t A  i ~ a r t  f r c a  t h e  s p e c i f i c  cllr;lcsa of d a r c i l a e t s  

p e r s p e c t i v e  d u e  t o  i t s  r o o t s  i n  c e r t a i n  q u e s t i o n a b l e  

psychoana1, t ic  concep t s ,  t h e  whole n o t i o n  of such  a "new 

man", e x i s t i n g  p r i o r  t o  f u n d a a e n t a l  and s u u t a i g e d  s o c i a i -  

economic change appea r s  t o  b e  comgle te lA a t  o d d s  w i t h  a l l  
-L--,-_2__2_ 

a v a i l a b l e  a n t h r o p o l o & c a l  d a t a  d e a l i n g  with t h e  
C \ L- -1- - - 1- - <-- -- -- 

between socio-economic,  - c u l t u r a l  and p ~ y ~ h ~ l ~ ~ i ~ a l  change.; c. 
-- - 

Also ,  an a t t e m p t  s h a l l  be made t o  l ook  c r i t i c a l l j  a t  t h e  

Marcusian dua l i sm between " r ea sonw and "emotion" on t h e  

b a s i s  of  h i s  a d o p t i o n  of F r e u d ' s  i n s t i n c t  theor ;  and h i s  

g e n e r a l  " m e n t a l i s t "  approach t o  p s y c h i c a l  phenomena. 



Chapter three will focus up03 ~garcuse's analysis of 

the structare and dynamics of capitalist aocietj. 3e 

appears to have misconstrued the mea~ine and tenacity of 

certain characteristics and tendencies of the capitalist 

system during the past twenty or twenty-five years. 

dowever, the relative jtability of advanced capitalism 
qL ciJ a t  

(particularly in the J . S . A .  ) ,  during these jears must be 
dfi1139 

pitalist developaent. It steamed, in large measure from 7 
a combination of historicallj particular factors, the aost j 

significant of which were: a) cessation of intercapi- 

talist ccapetition due to the socio-economic and political 

destruction caused by Ytorld War Two; b )  the impact of the 

third industrial revolution; c) sustained and expanded 

armarnent spending; d) increased access to third world 

markets and sources of raw materials and cheap labor; and, 

e )  a wide exteflsion and expansion of credit spendinq. 
-A 

These certainl, xere not the onlj factors but, as will be 

argued, thej have been the m o s t  significant ones. Further- 

more, it will be argued that nost of these factors are now 

reaching their limits and some are ragidly becoai-non- fw,,PA 
&,/&&' d h-,,d 

- -- _____ _ _ _-_ _ - - -.--------_Î  ,, Y,L&~ #&?J 
existent. kartic~larljr , an attempt will be made to demon-,I,,e, - 
strate that intercapitalist competition, both for foreiga 

and domestic rnarxets and for resources, is beginnins to 



re-emerge. d o t h  European c a p i t a l i s m ,  under t h e  a u s p i c e s  

of t h e  European Common Market ,  and Japanese  c a p i t a l i s m  

a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  coming i n t o  c o m ~ e t i t i o n  w i t h  t h e  s t i l l  

doa inan t  L.  5.  c a p i t a l i s t  system. Fur thermore ,  t h e  i n -  

c r e a s i n g l y  v i t a l  t h i r d  world a r e a s  a re  e i s h e r  p u l l i n g  ri; !,.'@"'C 

1- - -- / 
Y "d -c\ 

o u t  o f  _- t h e  ___ imper ia  _ r k  a l t o g e t h e r  o r  a r e  en+a:;ins 

i n  i n c r e a s e d  i n d u s t r i a L i z a t i o n  as a r e s u l t  o f  succev j f  u l  

and s p r e a d i n g  n a t i o ~ a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t ruggles .  Also even i n  

t hose  t h i r d  world a r e a s  & t i l l  f i n n l j  m d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  

t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l .  c a : ; i t a l i s t  sys tem,  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  

s t r u g g l e s  i n c r e z s i n g l y  make f o r  a n  "unfavorab le  inves tment  

c l i m a t e n .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  g e n e r a l l y  t e n d s  t o  h e i : h t e n  t h e  

a l r e a d y  i n c r e a s i n g  i n t e r - c a p i t a l i s t  compe t i t i on  by c r e a t i n g  

a s c a r c i t y  a f  l e c e s s a r y  cheap raw m a t e r i a l s  and l a b o r ,  as 

w e l l  as a s h r i n k i n g  market .  F i n a i l y ,  a n d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  

w i t h  t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  t h e  e f f i c a c y  of  aras speflding i n  pro- 
I - 

vidinp, a " s a f e t y  v a l v e w  f o r  c a p i t a l i s t  expansion i&- 
lddk &+ 

g i n n i n g  t o  r eacn  i t s  l i m i t s ,  and snow a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  k 6 P  rrov 
Lpon t h e  e c o n o s i e s  of  rhe  n c t r o g o l e s  ( p a r t i c u l a r l ,  i n  t h e  @b b 
-7_ -. 

A .  Apart  from t h e  domes t ic  s o c i a l  and y o i i t i c a l  
[ G U ~ ; Y  

4 

impact  of such enormods government spending ,  i t  a l s o  has  

t h e  l o n g  term e f f e c t  of  c a u s i a g  a permanent t r e n d  towards  

c u r r e n c ~  i n f l a t i o n .  Fur thermore ,  such e x p e n d i t u r e ,  wi th  

i t s  a t t e n d a n t  massive r e s e a r c h ,  l e a d s  t o  a f u r t h e r  speed-up 



in t h e  t r e n d  towards  a n  i n c r e a s i n g  o r g a n i c  comFos i t ion  o f  

c a p i t a l  m o t i v a t e d  i n i t i a l l ;  b; a d e s i r e  t o  c o d n t e r a c t  t h e  

t endency  o f  t h e  a v e r a g e  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t  t o  f a l l .  I n d e e d ,  

t h e  i n t e r p l a y  o f  t h e s e  g e n e r a l  f a c t o r s  combined w i t h  

t h e  ongo ing  a n a r c h i s t i c  n a t u r e  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  p r o d u c t i o n  

and deve lopment ,  p o i n t  n o t  t o  t h e  X a r c u s i a n  v i s i o n  of i n -  

c r e a s e d  and expand ing  affluent, i n  t h e  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  

s o c i e t i e s  ( t h e  m e t r o p o l e s ) ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  a p e r i o d  o f  

ch ro f l i c  c r i s i s .  d a r c u s e ' s  c o n f i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be 6.;--- +Kc art &A d A  'i 
no mor Cubas" u n t i l  t h e  e r o p o l e s  a r e  smashed i n t e r -  - In \ 
n a l l y ,  shows i t s e l f  t o  be i n c r e a s i n g l y  o a t  o f  harmony 

b o t h  w i t h  e v e n t s  i n  t h e  t h i r d  wor ld  and w i t h  t h e  r i s i n g  

a n t i - w a r ,  a n t i - i n t e r v e n t i o n  and even p r o - i s o l a t i o n i s t  

sympa th ies  i n  t h e  u.s.*J$ 
C h a p t e r  f o u r  w i l l  be a d i s c u s s i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  and 

d e g r e e s  o f  working c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  i n  t h e  advanced 

i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y .  A whole c h a p t e r  s h a l l  be d e v o t e d  t o  

a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  s u b j e c t  as i t  i; t h e  c r u x  o f  most 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  agd a g a i n s t  i n d u s t r i a l  

s o c i e t i e s .  L ? s r t i c u l a r l , ,  i t  i s  on t n i s  s ' l b j e c t  tha t  

M a r c u s e ' s  d i v e r z e n c e  from much contemporary  A a r x i s t  

t h i n d i n g  shows i t s e l f  most c l e a r l y .  I t  i s  n o t  a m a t t e r  of 

% a r c u s e  f l a t l ,  r e j e c t i n g  t h e  working c l a ~ s  i n  advanced 

i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s  as t h c  e s s e n t i a l  r e v o l t ~ t i o n a r j  a g e n t ,  



b u t  r a t h e r  t h e  p e c u l i a r i t j  o f  h i s  t h i n k i n c  on  t h i s  
i ic:  

m a t t e r ,  ma,/  summed up a; a changed c o n c e p t i o n  of t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  and  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  & o r k i a g  c l a s s  i n  advanced 

i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y .  M a r c u s e v s  concep t io r i  o f  t h e  l o n g -  

r a n g e  i a p c t  o f  t h e  t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  on t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  and  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h i s  working c l a s s ,  a s  

w e l l  as h i s  n o t i o n  of  t h e  d t g r e e  o f  t h e i r  i n t e g r a t i o n  

i n t o  t h e  a e s t h e t i c  and ~ o l i t i c a l  c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  

c l a s s ,  l e a d s  hin t o  l o o k  e l s e w h e r e ,  t o  t h e  "young r a d i c a l  

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a w ,  t h e  "neww working c l a s s  f o r  t h e  e s s e n -  

t i a l  c a t a l y s t  and gu id in :  f o r c e  o f  an, r e v o l u t i o n a r y  

s t r d ; g l e  i n  t h e  " a f f l ~ e n t  s o c i e t , " .  It w i l l  be a r z u e d  

t h a t ,  c o n t r a r ,  t o  M a r c u s e ' s  a n a l ,  s i s ,  a r a d i c a l  and 

m i l i t a n t  c l a s s  co f i sc iousness  does  now e x i s t  i n  some o f  

t h e  n o s t  advanced a r e a s  of  c a p i t a l i s m .  A l s o ,  t h e  i n t e n -  

s i f  i c a t  i o n  and widespread  r e - e m e r , e n c e  o f  such cof lsc ious-  

ness  a p p e a r s  t o  be  q d i t e  p r o b a b l e  c o n s i d e r i n s  t h e  b a s i c  

i n s t a b i l i t ,  o f  advanced c a p i t a l i s m .  F l r t h e r n o r e ,  M a r c u s e ' s  

view t h a t  e v e n  t h e  * improbab lew r e - e a e r g e n c e  o f  economic 

i n s t a b i l i t y  w i l l  ~ o t  a o t i v a t e  a  correspondin- ;  re-emer- 

gence  i n  r a d i c a l  working c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  s h a l l  be 

shown t o  be h i g h l ,  q u e s t i o n a b l e .  I n d e e d ,  i t  w i l l  be 

a r g u e d  t h a t  j u s t  such  f a c t o r s  a s  economic i n s e c u r i t y ,  

s o c i a l  m a r g i n a l i t y ,  a n d ,  t o  a l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  a d v e r s e  



wornin& c o n d i t i o n s ,  a r e  s t i l l  t h e  key c o n d i t i o n s  under-  

l y i n 2  t h e  ernereence o f  viorking c l a d s  c o n s c i o ~ s n e s s  

wherever  i t  has deve loped  i n  t h e  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  

s o c i e t y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  what a p p e a r s  t o  be a 

t r e n d  i n  c a p i t a l i s m  t o w a r d s  a p e r i o d  of  p ro loneed  and 

u n a v o i d a b l e  i n s t a b i l i t ,  and c r i s i s ,  t h e  widespread  emer- 

gence  o f  s u c h  m i l i t a n t  and r a d i c a l  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

would,  as n o t e d  above ,  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a f a r  n o r e  p r o b a b l e  

l o n g  t e r a  t r e n d  t h a n  H a r c u s e t s  n o t i o n  o f  i n s t i n c t u a l ,  

b i o l o g i c a l ,  and  p h j s i o l o g i c a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  and combined 

w i t h  a n d  t o  a g r e a t  e x t e n t ,  f l o w i n g  from economic a f -  

f l u e n c y .  A s  t o  t h e  c h a n g i n g  2 t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  working 

c lass  w i t h  i n c r e a s e d  emphasis  on t h e  "new working c l a s s w ,  

l l a r c u s e  a p g e a r s  a;ain t o  have m i s c o n s t r u e d  a  r e l a t i v e l y  

s h o r t  r a n g e  r i s e  i n  t h e  demand f o r  hi;ghly s n i l l e d  and 

h i g h l y  e d u c a t e d  workers  a s  a l o n g  r a n g e  t r e n d .  I n  f a c t  

i t  w i l l  be a r g u e d  t h a t  t h i s  r i s e  i n  the  demand f o r  a 

h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  and e d u c a t e d  p r o l e t a r i a t  was a t e a p o r a r y  

phenomenon . n o t i v a t e d  by t h e  d y n a a i c  o f  t h e  t h i r d  i n d u s -  

t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  A s  t h a t  revelation r e a c h e d  i t s  peak ,  

and t h e  new t e c h n o l o g y  was l a r < ? e l y  d e v e l o p e d ,  i n s t a l l e d  

and " j e l l e d w ,  t h e  " rea ln  demand f o r  s u c h  a " n e ~  working 

c l a s s w  b e ~ a n  t o  f a l l  o f f .  I n  f a c t ,  the t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  

r e v o l u t i o n  a h i c h  % a r c u s e  saw as l e a d i n g  t o  a widespread  
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h e i g h t e n i n g  of  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  m i l l s ,  and e d u c a t i o n  of 

t h e  a o r k i n g  c l a s s ,  l e a d  r a t h e r  t o  a t r i v i a l i z i n g  of  t h e  

remain ing  jobs  i n  t h e  new p r o d u c t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  and a n  

a c t u a l  d e c l i n e  of t h e  r e q u i s i t e  p r o l e t a r i a t  s k i l l  and ed- 

u c a t i o n  l e v e l ,  even below t h e  p o s t - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  l e v e l .  

It w i l l  a l s o  be sugges t ed  t h a t  i t  was t h i s  s h a r p  and 

s u s t a i n e d  d rop  i n  t b e  demand f o r  a h i g h l y  educa ted  

working c l a s s  a n d  t h e  consequent  c l o s i n g  of t he  " b e t t e r w  

s e c t o r s  a f  t h e  bou rgeo i s  s o c i e t y ,  which i s  i n  t h e  l a s t  

a n a l j s i s  a t  t h e  r o o t  of t h e  s t u d e n t  r c b e l l i s n  and c o u n t e r  

c u l t u r e  of  t h e  s i x t i e s .  Such c m c l u s i o n  i s  i n  c l e a r  

o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Yarcusc ' s  emphasis on a f f l u e n c e  a n d  e r o s  

as t h e  basis  f o r  such r e b e l l i o n s .  

These a r e  t h e  b a s i c  arguments x h i c h  w i l l  be 

developed i n  t h i s  t h e s i s .  Due t o  t h e  scope of t h e  d i s -  

c u s s i o n ,  t h e  s p e c i f i c  wu~r;.~-iuls of  Marcase ' s  v a r i o u s  

p r e a i s e s  and arguments w i l l  not  immediate ly  i n c o r -  

p o r a t e  l a r g e  arnoxnts o f  d a t a .  R a t h e r ,  f o o t n o t e s  w i l l  

r e f e r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  t h e  s o u r c e s  of such d a t a ,  upon 

which t h e  arguments have been developed.  



Herbe r t  Marcuse An Essay on L i b e r a t i o n ,  Boston,  
Beacon P r e s s ,  1959. 

A s  on example of such  moods, t h e  r e c e n t  quash ing  
of t h e  U.S. 'FOREIGh A I D '  programme by f e d e r a l  
l e g i s l a t o r s  &ves  a t  l e a s t  a h i n t  of  t h e  wayning 
d e t e r n i n a t i o n  a t  l e a s t  by a  s i z a b l e  group of 
p o l i t i c i a n s  t o  p r even t  any more ' C U B A 5 ' .  I t  
should  h a s t i l y  be added however t h a t  much should  
n o t  be t o o  e a s i l y  r e a d  i n t o  such  occurances .  



EXIT FBJd T1iE CO-i1IIhL1Ud OF FUPHXSSION 

 he O n t o l o g i c a l  S h i f t :  

  arc use I s  adogtsr t ion of c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  Freud I s  

t h e o r i e s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  d i s t i n c t  s h i f t  i n  h i s  o n t o l o g i c a l  

p e r s p e c t i v e .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  s h i f t ,  Marcuse c l e a r l y  sub- 
-1 s c r i b e d  t o  a Marx i s t  concept  o f  human na tu re .  d a s i -  

c a l l y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Marx i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  whi le  man  

has  a n  f l essence" ,  t h i s  "essence"  i s  n o t  t r e a t e d  a s  of 

d i v i n e  o r  o t h e r  m z s t i c a l  o r i g i n i  I t  i s  no t  a  b i o l o g i c a l  

o r  a n t n r o p o i o g i c a l  c o n s t a n t  d a t i n g  back t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  

emergence of man on t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  scene .  Ra the r ,  i t  

i s  a d e v e l o p i n s  " e s sencew which un fo lds  w i t h i n  h i s t o r y .  

Man, ensaged i n  p r a x i s ,  c r e a t e s  and  produces  h imse l f  s o  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  consequen t ly  n o t h i n g  i n  h i s  "na tu re f t  t h a t  

i s  not  t h e  p roduc t  o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  between i n d i v i d u a l s ,  

g roups ,  c l a u s e s ,  and s o c i e t i e s O 2  "The n a t u r e  which comes 

t o  be i n  human h i s t o r y  -- t h e  g e n e s i s  o f  human s o c i e t y  - - w  9 

wrote  Aarx, "is man's r e a l  n a t u r e ;  hence n a t u r e  a s  i t  

comes t o  be t h r o ~ g h  i n d u s t r y  even though i n  a n  e s t r a n ~ e d  

form, i s  t r u e  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  n a t u r e .  ~3 

I t  should  be p a r t i a l l ;  a ~ y a r e n t  from what was s a i d  

i n  t h e  p rev ious  c n a p t e r  r e g a r d i n g  % a r c u s e t s  a n a l j s i s  o f  



t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and dynamics o f  c a p i t s l i s m  and t h e  sub- 

s e q u e n t  i n t e , 2 r a t i o n  of  t h e  working c l a s s  i n  t h a t  s o -  

c i e t y  i n t o  t h e  v a l u e s  and g o a l s  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  quo,  t h a t  

s u c h  ~ o n c l u s i ~ n s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a a a r x i s t  n o t i o n  

of human n a t u r e  must L o ~ i c a l l j  l e a d  t o  a  p o s t u r e  of 

ex t reme  pess imism c o n c e r n i n s  t h e  c h a n c e s  for t h e  emer- 

gence  o f  a r a d i c a l  and m i l i t a n t  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  

B a r c u s e ' s  a n a l j s i s  a p p e a r s  t o  have  Led him i g t o  a c l o s e d  

sys tem of domina t ion .  I n d e e d ,  g i v e n  Y a r c u s e ' s  c o n c l u s i o n  

t h a t  t h e  members of t h e  a f f l u e n t  s o c f e t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h e  w o r k i n s  c l a s s ,  a r e  t h o r o u g h l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  

v a l u e s  and g o a l s  o f  t h a t  sys tem as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  

p e c u l i a r  socio-economic and c u l t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s  p rev-  

a l e n t ,  i t  f o l l o w s  l o g i c a l l y  t h a t  any t h o u g h t  of  e s c a p e  

from t h i s  "continuum o f  r e p r e s s i o n v  w o # d d  be s h e e r  u to -  

p ian i sm.  If g a r x  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  man makes 

h i s  own e s s e n c e  t h r o u g h  s o c i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n  and a c t i v i t y ,  

and f u r t h e r  if h i s  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  be- 

tween e x i s t e n c e  and c ~ ~ s c i o u s n e s s  i s  c o r r e c t ,  t h e n  i t  

seems h i g h l j  improbab le  t h a t  t h e r e  would emerge a r a d i c a l  

and m i l i t a n t  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  agd c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  

s t a t u s  quo,  g i v e n  i t s  s t a b i l i t ;  and s u s t a i n e d  and ex- 

pand ing  a f f l u e n c y .  It  becoaes  t h e r e f o r e  ex t re ine ly  

p r o b i z m a t i c  t o  imagine  what f a c t o r s  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y  



# t i m u l a t e  t h e  e n e r g e n c e  o f  t h e  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  

f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p r a x i s .  ' 3 h i l e  t h e  work 

e x p e r i e n c e ,  s o c i a l  a a r g i n a l i t , ,  and economic i n s e c a r i t y  

do n o t  b j  t h e n s e l v e s  % u s r a n t e e  t h e  development  o f  a  

m i l i t a n t  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s ,  ( a s  t h e  examples of 

f a s c i s m  i n  burope  d u r i n g  t h e  t w e n t i e s  and t h i r t i e s  have 

d e m o n s t r a t e d  ), the ,  do however p r o v i d e  the  n e c e s s a r y  

s o i l  o u t  o f  which s u c h  a c o n s c i o u s n e s s  c o u l d  develop.  4 

F u r t h e r ,  & a r c u s e 9 s  c a n c l u s i o n s  as  t o  t h e  t h o r o u g n n e s s  o f  

working c l a s s  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  s t a t u s  quo c u l t u r e ,  

(i. e.,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  i n s t i n c t u a l  and  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  ) make 

i t  a p p e a r  h i ~ h l y  u n l i k e l ,  t h a t  t h e  c o n t i n u i n s  a l i e n a t e d  

n a t u r e  o f  econoinic,  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  l i f e  would be 

e f f e c t i v e  i n  s t i m u l a t i n g  a c o n s c i o u s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h a t  

system. T h i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  when we c o n s i d e r  

M a r c u s e 9 s  argument  t h a t  even though  l i f e  i n  t h e  a f f l u e n t  

s o c i e t y  f r u s t r a t e s  n a n 9 s  f u n d a m e n t a l  needs ,  i t  n e v e r t h e -  

l e s s  a c c o m p l i s h e s  t h i s  i n  a z a n n e r  x o r e  o r  l e s s  p l e a s a n t  

t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  A d u l l  i n s e n s i t i v e  h a p p i n e s s  

p r e v a i l s ,  a g d  s a t i s f a c t i o n  and a c h i e v e a e n t  a r e  g e a r e d  

towards  and f i n a l l y  e q u a t e d  wi th  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  and use  

of t h i n g s  and " g a d g e t s  A .  

The y r o a p e c t s  f o r  a b r e a k  i n  t h i s  "continuum o f  

r e p r e s s i o n w  a p p e a r  b l e a k  i n d e e d .  What h a s  been  r e f e r r e d  



t o  a s  Marcuse 's "one d imens iona l  pessimism" r e f l e c t s  

and a r t i c u l a t e s  t h e  dilemma he f i n d s  h imse l f  con- 

f r o n t e d  w i t h .  Under c i r cums tances  o f  such  c o r n ~ l e t e  

i n t e g r a t i o n  and  s u s t a i n e d  p r o s p e r i t j ,  t h e  emergence 

of a widesp read  and r a d i c a l  c r i t i q u e  and subsequent  

r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  v a l u e s  and g o a l s  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  quo 

a p p e a r  as a u t o p i a n  s p e c u l a t i o n .  F u t i l e  and ubopian 

t h a t  i s ,  if one  c o n t i n u e s  t o  o p t  f o r  a Marxian concept  

of man and t h e  consequent  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between e x i s -  

t e n c e  and consc iousnes s .  

It i s  t h i s  dilemma, t h i s  a p p a r e n t  p e r p e t u a l  "one 

d i m e n s i o n a l i t y n ,  which f i n a l l y  o b l i g e d  Marcuse t o  

s eek  a new o n t o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  It  would seem 

tha t  he  had s e v e r a l  a l t e r n a t e  but  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  mutu- 

ally e x c l u s i v e  r o u t e s  o u t  of  t h i s  dilemma. F i r s t ,  

he cou ld  r e s i g n  h imse l f  t o  a more o r  l e s s  complete  

pessimism r e g a r d i n k  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n  

from t h e  a f f l u e n t  b u t  a l i e n a t i n g  s o c i e t y .  Second, he 

could  engage i n  u t o p i a n  s p e c u l a t i o n  as t o  t h e  pos- 

s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  such l i b e r a t i o n .  Th i rd ,  he  cou ld  

r e j e c t  t h e  v a l i d i t y  o f  h i s  own a n a 1 ; s i s  o f  advanced 

c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y .  F i n a l l y ,  he could  s e e k  a new 

o n t o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  one which would prov ide  him 

w i t h  a p o t e n t i a l  way o u t  o f  t h e  n v i c i o u s  c i r c l e n  he 



had drawn a r o u n d  h i m s e l f .  I t  was t o  t h e  l a t t e r ,  t o  

t h e  nee  c o n c e p t  of  human e s s e n c e ,  t h a t  he  f i n a l l y  

and c o m c l e t e l y  t u r n e d .  

Marcuse x a s  c e r t a i n l d  no t  u n f a a i l i a r  w i t h  Freud ' s  

i n s t i n c t  t h e o r y .  flis a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  F r a n k f u r t  

s c h o o l  had g i v e n  him a thorough  a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  

t h e  t h e o r i e s  o f  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s .  F u r t h e r ,  w h i l e  t h e r e  

were c e r t a i n  c l e a r  a f f i n i t i e s  be tween some a s p e c t s  

of h i s  p e c ~ l i a r  b rand  o f  wHegelian-iifarxismw and  c e r t a i n  

p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  c o n c e p t s , 5  i t  was n o t  u n t i l  t h e  mid- 

f i f t i e s  t h a t  h e  began t o  move d e c i s i v e l y  away from 

h i s  e a r l i e r  3 a r x i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  and towards  t h e  

i n s t i n c t  t h e o r y  o f  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s .  

It a p p e a r s  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  g i v e n  h i s  p r i o r  a c -  

q u a i n t a n c e  w i t h  F r e u d ' s  i d e a s ,  and f u r t h e r  z i v e n  t h e  

p e c u l i a r  a f f i n i t i e s  between t h e s e  i d e a s ,  i t  %as f i n a l l y  

Marcuse ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  be fo re -ment ioned  dilemma 

which Has t h e  d e c i s i v e  f a c t o r  i n  b r i n g i n g  a b o u t  h i s  

8 h i f t  t o  the  p s y c h ~ a n a l ~ t i c  p e r s p e c t i v e  on t h e  e s s e n c e  

o f  man. He t u r n e d  t o  Preud f o r  t h e  " n e c e s s a r y w  new 

c o n c e p t  o f  human n a t u r e .  

B h e r e a s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  d a r c u s e t s  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  p a s t  

e s t i m a t i o n s  of  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  of 

c a p i t a l i s m  had been p roven  by t h e  a c t u a l  c o u r s e  o f  



h i s t o r i c a l  development t o  be i n c o r r e c t ,  ( w i t h  a l l  i n d i -  

c a t i o n s  p o i f i t i n g  towards  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  s t a b l e  and power- 

f u l  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m ) ,  t h e  i n n e r  dynamic o f  E ros ,  t h e  

l i f e  i n s t i n c t s ,  was s d b s t i t u t e d  as t h e  091, " r e a l i s -  

t i c a l l y "  s i g n i f i c a g t  s tumbl ing  block now f a c i n g  t h a t  

*smooth f m c t i o n i % "  s j s t e a .  It becomes f o r  Xarcuse ,  

t he  * l i f e  i n s t i n c t s *  which p rov ide  t h e  b a s i c  m o t i v a t i o n  

and d i r e c t i o n  f o r  a p o t e n t i a l  b r e a k  i n  t h e  " s t a y i n g  

powere o f  c a p i t a l i s m  and consequen t ly  f o r  a n  e x i t  from 

t h e  "continuum of r e p r e s s i o n w .  

Acco rd ing  t o  % a r c u s e ,  p sych ic  e n e r g ,  w i t h  i t s  
-- 

v a r i o u s  p a r t i c u l a r  b i o g r a p h i c a l l y  and c u l t u r a l l y  d e t e r -  

mined m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  l i f e  and d e a t h  i n s t i n c t s ,  

p rov ides  t h e  neces sa ry  dynaa i c  f o r c e  which was l a c k i n g  i n  

t h e  Marxian concept  of man, ( g i v e n  @ a r c u s e ' s  c o n c l u s i o n s  

as t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y ) .  

Even i n  a s i t u a t i o n  of t o t a l  i ~ t e g r a t i o a  e f f e c t e d  and sus- 

t a i n e d  be advanced t e c n n o l o z i c a l  man ipu la t i on  of thought  

p r o c e s s e s  a 9 d  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  l o n g  term p r o s p e r i t y ,  t h e  

b a s i s  f o r  t h e  exergeflce of a r a d i c a l  new p o l i t i c a l  per-  

s p e c t i v e  ( a o t  t o  ment ion t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  of  a 

Hnew man"), was p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  form of  p s j c h i c  energy.  

As we s h a l l  s e e  more f u l l y  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  

p r i n c i p a l  and c e n t r a l  n o t i o n  unde r ly ing  t h e  whole 



s y s t e m  i s  t h a t  c ~ n s c i o u s  l i f e  i s  e s s e n -  

t i a l l y  d e t e m i n e d  by unconsc ious  and h i g h l ;  e n e r g i z e d  

i n s t i n c t i v e  i d e a s  and impulses .  The u n c o n s c i o u s ,  vo- 

l i t i o n a l  e f f e c t i v e  s i d e  o f  n e n t a l  a c t i v i t y  i s  s t r e s s e d  

i n  t h i s  c o n c e p t  of human e s s e n c e ,  w i t h  t h e  d r i v i n g  f o r c e  

b e i n g  viewed n o t  as s o c i a l  b u t  r a t h e r ,  i n  t h e  l a s t  

a n a l y s i s ,  a s  b i o ~ o ~ i c a l . ~  A s  p o i n t e d  o u t  by M . h .  % e l l s  

i n  h i s  s t u d y  o f  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s ,  i t  i s  c o z p u l s i o n ,  n o t  

r e a c t i v i t y ,  w h i c h  i s  viewed as m o t i v a t i n g  man i n  t h e  

p s y c h o a n a l j t i c  a p p r o a c h e 8  It i s  t h u s  t h i s  p s y c h i c  e n e r g y ,  

more s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  unsub l imated  demands of 

t h e  l i f e  i n s t i n c t s ,  which Xarcuse  h a i l s  a s  t h e  o g l y  n s l i s h t  

glimmer o f  h o p e "  i n  t h e  s t r u q g l e  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n .  Con- 

f r o n t e d  b j  t h e  one d i m e n s i o n a l  di1e:naa h i s  a n a l y s i s  has 

l e d  him m t o ,  he a s s u r e s  us  t h a t  he  h a s  found a m a t e r i a l  

b a s i s ,  " u n d e r w  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  b a s i s ,  f o r  t h e  

r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t u s  quo of d o m i n a t i o n ,  Seek ing  d e s -  

p e r a t e l ,  t o  e s c a p e  t h e  b l e a k  c l o u d  o f  pessimism c o n j u r e d  

up by what will l a t e r  b e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t o  be h i s  own 

f a d l t ~ ,  o n e - d i a e n s i o n a l  and a h i s t o r i c a l  a n a l & s i s  o f  

advanced c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y ,  d a r c d s e  h a s  t u r n e d  t o  t h e  

p s y c h o a n a l ~ t i c  t h e o r y  of i n s t i n c t s  f o r  a s o l u t i o n .  I n  

d o i n g  s o  h e  has committed h i a s e l f  e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l ,  t o  t h e  

most e x t r e m e  and  o u t r a g e o u s  p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  c o n c e p t s ,  



vr .. . a t  once e a b r a c i n g " ,  p o i n t s  o u t  Pau l  Robinson, 

nFreudls  d e a t h  i n s t i n c t  and r i s i n g  t o  a l o f t y  v i s i o n  of 

u n i v e r s a l  e r o t i c  3 r a t i f i c a t i o n w . 3  I n  t h e  fo l lowing  s e c t i o n  

it w i l l  be a rzued  t h a t  : i iarcusets  n a t e r i a l  b a s i s  ( t h e  

demands of t h e  L i f e  i 9 s t i n c t : j )  w h i c h  l i e  "underw t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  n a t e r i a l  b a s i s  of r e v o l u t i o n ,  i s  i n  f a c t  a n  

on ly  t h i n l y  v e i l e d  idealism. F u r t h e r ,  i n  a subseqdent  

s e c t i o n  i t  w i l l  be s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h i s  i d e a l i s m  r e s u l t s  

o f t e n  i n  c l e a r l j  u t o p i a n  p roposa l s  f o r  a c h i e v i n g  human 

l i b e r a t i o n .  

I n s t i n c t s ,  Xew Z a t i o n a l i t g  and False Dual is%: 

Marcuse w r i t e s :  

I base CII;~ d i s c u s s i o n s  on t h e  
f i n a l  v e r s i o n  of  F r e u d ' s  i n -  
s t i n c t  t h e o r ; ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  which 
t h e r e  a r e  two primary d r i v e s :  
Cros ,  t h e  l i f e  i n s t i n c t s ,  f o r ~ i e r -  
l y  c a l l e d  s e x u a l i t y ,  and t h e  
d e a t h  i n s t i n c t s  -- t h e  former  
governed by t h e  p l e a s u r e  p r i n -  
c i p l e ,  t h e  l a t e r  zoverned b; t h e  
S i r v a n a  P r i n c i p l e ,  which i s  t o  
s s y  tha t  t h e s e  i n s t i n c t s  aim a t  
d e s t r o y i n g  l i f e  and r e t u r n i n g  t o  
a s t s t e  b e f o r e  b i r t h  f r e e  o f  
t e n s i o n s .  I have t o  add on ly  t h a t ,  
a c c o r d i n s  t o  t h i s  concep t ion ,  t h i s  
i n s t i n c t u a l  e n e r g j  i n  t h e  organism 
i s  c o n s t a n t  but  t ha t  i t s  d i s t r i b u -  
t i o n  between t h e  two pr imary 
d r i v e s  i s  changezble .  Ifl o t h e r  
words, i f  you have c o a d i t i o n s  i n  
which t h e  e;ergy of t h e  e r o t i c  i n -  
s t i n c t s ,  l i b i d o ,  i s  reduced ,  i t  
means t h a t  a t  t h e  same t ime ,  t h e  
energy o f  t h e  d e s t r u c t i v e  and d e a t h  
i n s t i n c t s  w i l l  i n c r e a s e ,  and v i c e  
ve r sa .  10 



I t  i s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h i s  c o n s t a n t  d i s p l a c e a b l e  

p sych ic  e n e r g y ,  d iv ided  i n  v a r d i n g  p r o p o r t i o n s  between 

the l i f e  a n d  d e a t h  i n s t i n c t s  which p rov ides  Xarcuse w i t h  

8 b a s i s  for a  "guardedn optimiaw i n  a s s e s s i n g  t h e  PO- 

t e n t i a l  f o r  r e a l i z i n z  human l i b e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  t h e  

of h r o s  o v e r  and a ~ i a i n s t  Thanatos ,  i n  

thought  and p r a x i s ,  which Marcuse s e e s  a s  o f f e r i n g  t h e  

most s i q g i f i c a n t  hope f o r  an  e x i t  from t h e  " v i c i o s  

c i r c l e  of  r e p r e s s i o n w .  Such predoininsnt m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  

of t h e  l i f e  i n s t i n c t s  among v a r i o u s  groups  i n  s o c i e t y  

( p a r t i c u l a r 1 2  t h e  joung i n t e l i i g e n t s i a  and c e r t a i n  

s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  ?zhe t to  p o p u l a t i o n s  due t o  t h e i r  p e c u l i a r  

socio-acono:aic and  c u l t u r a l  p o s i t i o n s  and expe r i ences  ) , 
o f f e r  t h e  onl;? hope f o r  a " r e a l n  r e v o l u t i o n .  A revolu-  

t i o n  flat o n l y  i n  socio-economic forms bu t  a l s o ,  and more 

i m p o r t a n t l y ,  a r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  very i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  of 

t h e  human be inc .  

I t  shou ld  be c l e a r  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  t h e  very c o r e  of  

Marcuse ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  on l i b e r a t i o n  r e l i e s  f o r  i t s  v a l i d -  

i t y  upon t h e  p r i o r  v a l i d i t y  of t h e  F reud ian  i n s t i n c t  

theory .  While Marcuse 's  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  F r e u d ' s  i d e a s ,  

i s  i n  numerous r e s p e c t s  b r i l l i a n t l y  o r i g i n a l  and un ique ,  

i t  remains  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s  w e l l  w i t h i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  



t h e o r e t i c a l  f r a m e w ~ r ~  of y ~ y c h o a n a l j t i c  t heo ry .  That i s  

to say, Marcuse a c c e p t s  a  p r i o r i  t h e  b a s i c  assumpt ions  

these a s ~ u m p t i o n s  and  Concepts come t o  occupy i n  Marcuse t s  

p r o p o s a l s  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  f u n d a a e n t a l l y  

u n c r i t i c a l  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h a t  t h e o r y ,  which mo t iva t e s  t h i s  

c r i t i c 3 1  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e s e  p sychoana ly t i c  n o t i o n s .  

A key f e a t u r e  of  p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  t heo ry  i s  t h a t  i t  

r e s t s  e s s e n t i a l l y  and  n e c e s s a r i l y  upon t h e  n o t i o n  of a 
-C 

d i s p l a c e a b l e  and c o n s t a n t  sou rce  o f  psych ic  energy.  xhese 
-- 
n o t i o n s  of an i s p a i s e  which i s  u n i v e r s a l l y  i n h e r e n t  i n  m a f i  

and consec;uentl, of  i n s t i n c t u a l  o r i g i n ,  a r e  b a d l j  t ang l ed  

in t h e i r  s ~ s t e a a t i c  a s p e c t s  i n  t h e  c o m ~ l e x i t y  o f  Yreudian 

meta-psychologj .  One c o n c l u s i o n  c o n s t a n t l y  emerges however, 

and t h a t  i s  t h a t  i f  a c o n s i s t e n t  t h e o r y  of  t h e  psyche i s  

developed a l o n g  t h e  l i n e s  o f  p sychoana lys i s  i t  m u s t  

n e c e s s a r i l ~ .  i n c l u d e  a concept  such as i i b i d o ,  and  con- 

v e r s e l y ,  if a concep t  s i m i l a r  t 3  l i b i d o  i s  i n i t i a l l y  

p o s i t e d ,  t h e n  t h e  whole t h e o r y  which c o n s e q u e n t l j  f o l l o w s  

must have a s t r u c t u r e  l a r g e l y  similar t o  t h a t  o f  psycho- 

ana id  s i :; . l2 The c r u c i a l  p o i n t  t h e n  i s  t h a t  w i thou t  t h e  

b a s i c  prernises of  a u n i v e r s a l ,  compulsive and dnconscious  
.. . 

m o t i v a t i o n  i n  nan,  t h e r e  can  b e  no ps j fchoanal j rs is .  Once 

t h i s  premise  i s  g r a n t e d  however a l l  t he  c e & r a l  F reud ian  

t e c h n i q u e s  and d o c t r i n e s  fo l l ow  more o r  l e s s  l o g i c a l l y .  



They a r e  f u i l y  v a l i d  i n f e r e n c e s  i n  view of t h e  major 

assumption and e x i s t  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  w i t h i n  t h a t  assump- 

t i o n .  l3 Speaking  of t h e  c e n t r a l  concep t ,  Freud s t a t e s  

t h a t  "without ass urn in^, t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a d i s p l a c e a b l e  

energ2 of  t h i s  k i n d  we c a n  make no headway If. 1 4  

The n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  e x i s t s  u n i v e r s a l l ;  i n  man 

some c o n s t a n t  p s j c h i c  f o r c e  o r  energy h a s  been one of t h e  

most p e r s i s t e n t  and f r e q u e n t  e r r o r s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of 

p ~ y c h o l o g ~ .  {re f i n d  i c  r u n n i n g  th rough  most l d t h  and 

19th c e n t d r j  r a t i o n a l  p s j c h o l o ~ y  and f i n a l l y  r e a c h i n g  

i t s  c l imax  i n  t h e  l t i n s t i n c t "  s choo l .  Freud developed h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  concep t  o f  p s j c h i c  energy no t  on t h e  b a s i s  

o f  o b j e c t i v e  d a t a  bu t  r a t h e r  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a n a l o g i e s  1 5  

I 6  and by c i r c d a r  r e a s o n i n g  and t h e  consequent  drawing 

of unwarranted i n f e r e n c e s  05 t h e  b a s i s  of  t h o s e  a n a l o g i e s .  

Psychoana1,s is  drew and s t i l l  does  draw i t s  c r e d i b i l i t y  
/- 

l a r g e l j  f r o a  a n  a p p a r e n t  s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  i n  phenomenal 
L 

appearances .  I n  f a c t ,  t n i s  i s  a c o n s i s t e n t  f e a t u r e  - 
of a l l  s p e c u l a t i v e  t h e o r i e s .  The, a r e  no t  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  

a manner c o a t i e t e l ,  a b s t r a c t e d  from r e a l i t y ,  bu t  r a t h e r  

t hey  u % i l i z e  phenomenal appea rances  which a t  t h e  t ime 

Cannot be adequa te12  accoun ted  f o r  by s c i e n c e .  13 

The a r b i t r a r y  p o s i t i n g  of a c o n s t a n t  thoagh d i s p l a c e a b l e  

Psych ic  energy  prov ided  Freud w i t h  t h e  " s t a r t e r  b u t t o n "  



of human b e h a v i o r ,  and  f u r t h e r ,  t h e  f l c a u s e n  o f  u n d e r l y i n g  

n e u r o s e s .  The f u n d a s e g t a l  n o t i o n  t h a t  w e v e r y  e v e n t  has a 

wcausetl had l o n g  p rov ided  t h e  b a s i c  p e r s p e c t i v e  f o r  ex-  

p l a n a t o r y  sche ines  g u i d i n g  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  rneanicg of a 

whole r a n g e  of s o c i a l  and n a t u r a l  phenomena, t h o u ~ h  t h e  

d e g r e e s  o f  c o m p l e x i t y  t o  which s u c h  a g e n e r a l  p r o p o s i t i o n  

h a s  been d e v e l o p e d  has v a r i e d  e n o r x o u s l z .  

I n  t h i s  r e s c e c t  V . G .  C h i l d e  n o t e s :  

1 ~ v e r ,  1. e v e n t  hzs a  c a u s e ' ,  though 
long b e f o r e  any such  r u l e s  were f o r -  
a u l a t e d ,  c a u s a l i t y  thud c o n c e i v e d  
i n e v i t a b l y  engendered  a  h o r d e  o f  
f i c t i t i o u s  b e i n g s  -- g o d s ,  s p i r i t s ,  
demons . . . t o  a c t  as c a u s e s .  It 
is i n d e e d  s t i l l  rep len i sh i r - tg  l ag -  
Guage w i t h  t h e i r  symbo l s  -- ' ~ r a v -  
ity" ( ' t h e  p u l l  o f  g r a v i t y 1 ! ,  ' t h e  
c h e m i c a l  a f f i n i t y  ' , ' t h e  l i b i d o  a r e  
j u s t  a t t e n u a t e d  d e s c e n d a n t s  o f  Jove  
and Juno.  O f  c o u r s e  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  
h a v e  been r e f i n e d  and d e p e r s o n a l f  zed  
by g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  p h i l o s o p h e r s  and 
l o ~ i c i a n s .  1 3  

The t h e o r y  o f  i n s t i n c t s ,  a s s e s s e d  l o g i c a l l j ,  p o s s e s s e s  

no e x p l a n a t o r y  v a l u e .  I n i t i a l l y ,  one  o b s e r v e s  a a n  e n g a g i n g  
\ _ _  _ - -- - - - 
i n  s o a e  f o r n  of a c t i v i t y  and f rom t h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  i n f e r s  
. - 
an  i n s t i a c t ,  
/ 

'' h i s i n f e r e d  e l e n e n t  i s  t h e n  s e p a r a t e d  

from t h e  o b s e r v e d  a c t i v i t y  and p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  o r s s n i s m  

as a f o r c e  o r  dynamic c a u s e  o f  a c t i v i t y .  T h i s  p r o c e d u r e  

s imply  t r e a t s  a n  a t t e n d a n t  name f o r  s o a e  p a r t i c u l a r  a c -  

t i v i t d  a s  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n  of  i t .  Such e x p l a n a t i o n s  a re  



however t a u t o l o g i c a l .  I n s t i n c t s  a r e  n o t h i n g  n o r e ,  

t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a n  h y p o t h e t i c a l  i n f e r e n c e s  drawn from some 

b e h a v i o r ,  afld i n  t h e  s p e c i f i c  c a s e  of  psycho- 

a n a l y s i s  t h t  o b s e r v a t i o n  does n o t  even  30 be,or~d t h e  

l e v e l  o f  phenomenal a F s e a r a n c e s .  They a r e  n o t  b i o l o g i c a l  

and c a n n o t  t h e r e f o r e  be c o n s i d e r e d  a s  v c a u s e s w  of be- 

h a v i o r .  AS one mriter has p u t  i t :  

The&? a r e  s e c o n d  o r d e r  c o n s t r u c t s  
s e t  up t o  e x p l a i n  f i r s t  o r d e r  con- 
c e p t s  which were s e t  up  t o  e x p l a i n  
t h e  o b s e r v e d  b e h a v i o r .  I n  e f f e c t  
t h e y  a r e  a t t e m p t s  t o  e x p l a i n  a  
mss ter j :  by a g r e a t e r  m j s t e r y . 2 2  

Looking a t  F r e u d ' s  p a r t i c u l a r  " b r a n d n  o f  i q s t i n c t s ,  

we s e e  he  a r g u e s  t h a t  l i v i n g  matter i n s t i n c t u a l l y  aims 

f o r  d e a t h  by  t r y i n g  t o  r e d x e  o r  a b o l i s h  e x t e r n a l  s t i a u l i  

and t h e r e b y  a t t a i n  an u n s t i a u i a t e d  o r  t e n s i o n l e s s  s t a t e  

o f  b e i n g  ( d e a t h ) .  Such a  p remise  i s  u n t e n a b l e  however,  

f o r  t h e r e  a r e  manj  examples  from c o a p a r a t i v e  e t h o l o & y  o f  

" t a x e s w :  r e f l e x - l i k e  d i r e c t i n g  moveaents  which a c t i v a t e  

t h e  o r g a n i s m s  b e h a v i o r  " towards"  e x t e r n a l  s t i x u l i .  23 

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  the  p r o c e d u r e  of a s s i g n i n g  c e r t a i n  f u n c -  

t i o n s  t o  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  o f  t h e  o rgan i sm and t h e n  t o  con- 

c e i v e  of o t h e r  p r o c e s s e s  o r  p a r t s  o f  t h e  o rgan i sm a s  

"making dernafldsw upon them, seems a v e r y  d a b i o u s  method 

of e x p l a i n i n g  c y c l i c a l  phefiomena. V a r i o u s  f e a t u r e s  of 



p h y s i o l o g i c a l  p r o c e s s e s ,  s t r u c t u r e ,  e x p e r i e n c e ,  and 

behav io r  have erner2ed, i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  

s p e c i e s  i n  nccordsnce  w i th  h e r e d i t y ,  n a t u r 2 l  a e l e c t i o n ,  

and g e n e t i c  v a r i a f  i o n ,  a n d  a r e  c ~ n s e q u e n t l y  " coo rd ina t edw 

in t h e  t o t a l  func t ion in : ;  of t h e  system. ' I h e r e f o r e  t o  

r e f e r  t o  i n s t i n c t s  2s makin: d e m n d s  on t h e  nervous 

s ~ s t e z  o r  o t h e r  par t s  o f  t h e  o r g a n i s 3  i s  t o t a l l y  ais- 

l e a d i n g .  24 

E a r l i e r  a r e f e r e n c e  w s s  made t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Freud 

conceived t h i s  i n s t i n c t a a l  energy a s  b e i n g  not  on ly  

c o n s t a n t  bu t  a l s o  d i s p l a c e a b l e .  That  i s ,  d i s p l a c e a b l e  

between t h e  two g e n e r a l  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t h e  l i f e  and t h e  

d e a t h  i n s t i n c t s .  It was a l s o  co t ed  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c g l a r  

f e a t u r e s  of a2 i n d i v i d u a l ' s  i n s t i n c t u a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  i . e . ,  

t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a l  s t r e n g t h s  and weaknesses o f  t h e  d e a t h  

and l i f e  i n s t i n c t s  w2s t h e  consequence of  two s e n e r a 1  

p r o c e s s e s  o f  i n s t i n c t  a o d i f i c a t i o n  o r  r e p r e s s i o n .  I n  t h e  

f i r s t  c a s e  0 9 t h o g e n e s i s ~  t h e  o r i ~ i n a l  i n s t i n c t u a l  e n e r s y ,  

i s  modi f ied  and r e p r e s s e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  

b i o g r a p h i c a l  expe r i ences .  I n  t h e  second c a s e ,  phylo- 

g e n e s i s ,  t h e  i n s t i n c t u a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  i s  viewed as be ing  

modif ied  th rough  man, ~ e n e r a t i o n s  o f  human e x p e r i e n c e ,  

So t h a t  o a r  p r e s e n t  i n s t i n c t u a l  s t r u c t u r e  i s  i n  no small 

wadr t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  of  o u r  d i s t a n t  a n c e s t o r s .  



T h i s  n o t i o n ,  a t t a i n s  p a r t i c u l a r  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  g a r c u s e ' s  

a s s e s s m e n t  of t h e  d e g r e e  t o  which a e n  have  oeen i n t e g r a t e d  

i n t o  t h e  dominant  sistem o f  v a l u e s ,  and t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  

~ a t i o n a l i t ~  of d o m i n a t i o n .  It i s  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  

v a l i d i t y  of t h i s  p r o c e s s  which p r o v i d e s  t h e  Aey under-  

p i n i n g  of  his m t i o n  of a " p s y c h i c  t h e r m i d o r w  and t h e  

consequen t  ' ' v i c ious  c i r c l e  o f  r e p r e s s i o n n  ( b o t h  o f  which 

f o r m u l a t i o n s  s h a l l  b e  d i s c u s s e s  i n  s u b s e q u e n t  j e c t i o n s  ). 

T h i s  whole F r e u d i a n  n o t i o n  o f  p h y l o g e n e s i s ,  and con- 

sequent12 the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  c o n c l u s i o n s  Idarcuse draws 

from i t ,  a r e  r o o t e d  i n  a r a t h e r  a i s c o n c e i v e d  n o t i o n  o f  

e v o l u t i o n .  The e v o l d t i o n a r j  change t h r o u g h  m u t a t i o n s  h a s  

n o t  and d o e s  n o t  now change as a  " r e s p o n s e "  t o  e x t e r -  

n a l  d i s t u r b i n g  f o r c e s .  H a t h e r ,  changes  i f l  p h y s i o l o -  

g i c a l ,  and b i o l o g i c a l  make-up r e s u l t  f rom m u t a t i o n s  

tha t  a r e  s p o n t a n e o u s  v a r i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  g e n e t i c  c o n s t i t u -  

t i o n  a3d i t  i s  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  s p e c i e s  o r  

i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  i s  dependen t  upon e x t e r n a l  f o r c e s ,  i n  

accordance  w i t h  t h e  p r i c c i y l e  o f  n a t u r a l  s e l e c t i o n .  25 To 

speak as though  e x t e r n a l  d i s t u r b i n g  f o r c e s  have  b rough t  

abou t  e a c h  e v o l u t i o n a r y  change i n  t h e  m n y  a n i m a l  s p e c i e s ,  

and f u r t h e r  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  because  each o rgan i sm grows i n  

accordance  w i t h  i t s  g e n e t i c  c o n s t i t u t i o n  i t  i a p l i e s  t h a t  

the o r g a n i s a  i s  s e e k i n g  t o  r e s t o r e  t o  a n  e a r l i e r  s t a t e ,  



1s comple t e ly  f a l s e .  26 Thi s  F r e u d i a n  t h e o r y  of  i n s t i n c t s  

and t h e i r  subsequent  m o d i f i c a t i o n  and r e p r e s s i o n  grew 

o u t  of  a x i l i e u  ( i n  t h e  1 3 t h  acd e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r i e s )  

of g e n e r a l  i gno rance  of t h e  e x a c t  p roces se s  of  t h e  

b ra in .27  It was t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  which i e d  Freud t o  e x p l a i n  

i n  the a i d s t  of h i s  t h e o r y  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h a t  " t he  i n -  

d e f i n i t n e s s  of all t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  what we d e s c r i b e  

a s  meta-psjchoiogy i s  of cou r se  due t o  t n c  f a c t  tha t  we 

know n o t h i n g  of t h e  e x a c t  p r o c e s s e s  t h a t  t a ~ e  p l a c e  i n  

t h e  e i emen t s  o f  t h e  p s d c h i c a i  sys tems ,  . . . we a r e  con- 

s e q u e n t l j  o p e r a t i n g  a l l  of  t h e  t ime w i t h  a n  unhaown 

q u a n t i t y .  o 28 

Thi s  l a c k  of Knowledge o f  o b j e c t i v e  p s y c h i c a l  pro- 

c e s s e s  d i d  n o t ,  however, d e t e r  Fraud from proceed ing  t o  

deve lop  a coap lex  t h e o r y  of  ?nen ta l  p roces se s .  " Freud 

indeed assumed t h a t  t h e r e  was a n  a n a t o a i c a l  and phys i -  

o l o g i c a l  base  f o r  t h e  a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  brain."  a u t  as 

t h e  r e q u i s i t e  knobvled~e was l a c k i n g ,  he choase  t o  proceed 

on t h e  b a s i s  of  c o n j e c t u r e ,  m y t h i c a l  c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  31 

and r e a s o n i n g  by analogy3' t o  c o n s t r u c t  a p u r e l i  flmen- 

t a l i s t i c n  the or^ of ps;chical  p r o c e s s e s .  That  i s ,  one 

which c s n s i d e r e d  t h e  mind as  a  s e p a r a t e  e n t i t y  from t h e  

P e s t  o f  t h e  organism33 when i n  f a c t  i t  i s  a f u n c t i o n  o f  

highly o r g a n i z e d  ~ a t t e r . ~ ~  m t e r  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i t  w i l l  



be a r g u e d  t h a t  t h i s  ' ' m e n t a l i s t i c P 1  f e a t u r e  o f  F r e u d ' s  

t h e o r i e s  i s  a t  t h e  r o o t  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  s p l i t  which 

m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i n  c e r t a i n  o f  X a r c u s e l s  i d e a s  on 

l i b e r a t i o n .  

E h i l e  t h e r e  x i s t s  no o b j e c t i v e  o r  m a t e r i a l  b a s i s  

f o r  F r e u d ' s  i n s t i n c t  t h e o r y ,  i t  o b v i o u s l y  p o s e s s e s  a 

c e r t a i n  s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  due  t o  t h e  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  r e -  

in fo rcement  o f  i t s  p r e c e p t s  i n  c e r t a l n  s o c i e t i e s .  

Pe rhaps  t h i s  i s  one r e a s o n  f o r  b o t h  N a r c u s e ' s  u n c r i -  

t i c a l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  F r e u d i a n  n o t i o n  o f  p s y c h i c  

e n e r s y  aand t h e  ~ u b s e t . u e n t  widespread  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  

M a r c u s e ' s  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  

and n i s  s u b s e q u e n t  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n  f o r 3  i t .  

I n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  P .  d e r g e r  and T. ~ ~ c h m a n n  no te :  

i j e i t h e r  t h e  Voudun gods  n o r  i i b i d -  
i n a l  ene rgy  may e x i s t  o u t s i d e  t h e  
world d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  r e s 2 e c t i v e  
s o c i a l  c o n t e x t ,  b u t  i n  t h e s e  con- 
t e x t s  t h e j  do exist b; v i r t u e  o f  
s o c i a l  d e f i r i i t i o n  and a r e  i n t e r -  
n a l i z e d  as  r e a l i t i e s  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  
o f  s o c i a l i z a t i o n .  R u r a l  B a i t a i n s  
a r e  p o s s e s s e d  and New York i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l s  a r e  n e u r o t i c . 3 5  

I n  any e v e n t ,  r e g a r d i n g  F r e u d ' s  n o t i o n  o f  p s y c h i c  ene rgy ,  

t h e r e  i s  one p o i n t  on which we c a n  c l a i n  p e r f e c t  agree- 

ment with him. Tha t  i s  wnen he s t a t e s :  " t h e  t h e o r y  o f  

i n s t i n c t s  i s ,  a s  i t  were ,  o u r  mytho1,ogy. "36 I~ 



36 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  above d i s  

v a l i d i t y  o f  F r e u d i a n  i n s t i n c t  

a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  i ~ n ; . c u s e t s  c  

r a t i o n a i i t j l " .  'he w i l l  r e c a l l  

e l a b o r a t i o n  of a l a r c u s e f s  p o s i t  

s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  s d c c e s s  of any 

t h e  p r i o r  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a "nex 

a l i t y l ' .  A r a t i o n a l i t y  o f  f r e e  

p r e v a l e n t  and k ~ i d e s p r e a d  r a t i o  

e s s e n c e ,  a 

i n s t i n c t s .  

h e  a r g u e s  t h a t :  

c u s s i o n  

t h e o r y ,  

onseque 

from ou 

i o n  t h a  

s t r u g 1  

m n "  w i  

dom as 

~ n a l i t ;  

s r e g a r d i n 4  t h e  

l e t  us  t u r n  t o  

n t  n o t i o n  of a 

.r i n t r o d u c  t o r d  

t h e  v iews as e  

e f o r  ~ i b e r a t i o  

t h  a  "ne:> r a t i o  

op.-osed t o  t h e  

o f  domina t ion .  

r a t i o n a l i t y  g u i d e d  by t h e  demands o f  t h e  l i f e  

Marcuse w r i t e s :  

I n  F r e u d ' s  t h e o r j ,  t h e  m e n t a l  f o r c e s  
opposed t o  t h e  r e a l i t y  p r i n c i p l e  
a p p e a r  c h i e f l y  as r e l e g a t e d  t o  and 
o ~ e r a t i n g  from t h e  ~ ~ n c o n s c i o u s ,  t h e  
r u l e  o f  t h e  ' u n m o d i f i e d t  p l e a s u r e  
p r i n c i p l e  o b t a i n s  o n l y  o v e r  t h e  
d e e p e s t  and most ' a r c h a i c 1  uficonscious 
p r o c e s s e s ;  t h e y  c a n  p r o v i d e  no s t a n -  
a r d s  f o r  t h e  c a n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  non- 
r e p r e s s i v e  m e n t a l i t y ,  n o r  f o r  t h e  
t r u t h  v a l u e  o f  such a c o n s t r u c t i o n .  
d u t  Freud s i n g l e s  o u t  p h a n t a s y  as one 
m e n t a l  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  m a i n t a i n s  a h i g h  
d e g r e e  o f  freedom from t h e  r e a l i t y  
p i n c i p l e  e v e n  i n  t h e  s p h e r e  of  t h e  
deve loped  c o n s e i o ~ s n e s s .  . . . Phan- 
t a s y  p l a y s  a most d e c i s i v e  f d n c t i o n  
i n  t h e  t o t a l  m e n t a l  s t r u c t u r e :  i t  
l i n k s  t h e  d e e p e s t  l a y e r s  of  t h e  un- 
c o n s c i o u s  w i t h  t h e  h i  - h e s t  p r o d u c t s  
o f  t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  Tart ), t h e  dream 
w i t h  r e a l i t y ;  i t  p r e s e r v e s  . . . t h e  
t abooed  images o f  f reedom.31 



3e,oqd t h e  l i m i t s  (and be,ond t h e  
power) o f  r e p r e s s i v e  r e a s o n  now 
aynea r s  t h e  p r o s p e c t  f o r  a new r e -  
l a t i a n s h i p  between s t n s i b i l i t y  and 
r e a s o n ,  namely, t h e  h a r a o n y  betiveeq 
s e n s i b i l i t y  and a r a d i c a l  c o n s c i o d s -  
ne3s:  t h e  r a t i o n a l  f a c u l t i e s  c a n a b l e  
a f  and d e f i n i n g  t h e  o b -  
j e c t i v e  ( a a t e r i s : )  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  
f r e e d o = ,  i t s  r e a l  i i n i t s  and 
cnances. d u t  i n s t e a d  o f  be ing  
shaped and c r e a t e d  b, t h e  r a t i o n -  
a i i t y  of  d o q i n s t i o n ,  t h e  s e n s i b i l -  
i t j  would b e  g d a e d  5,q t h e  ~ m a g i n a -  
t i o n ,  m e d i a t i n 5  betvieen t h e  r a t i o n a l  
f a c u t i t s  f ad t h e  s t i i s ~ ~ u a  neeas.33 

T h i s  "nerd r a t i o n a i i t j "  i s  the  c o r e  o f  t h e  "Great  

ae f  u s a l v  which ldarcdse d e t e c t s  i n  the  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  

s o c i e t y .  b e i n g  g a i d e d  b~ t h e  demands of  t h e  l i f e  ins- 

t i n c t s ,  t h i s  " n e ~  r a t i o n a i i t j "  i s  asjumed t o  have as  

i t s  b a s i c  f e a t u r e  n o t  t h e  c u l t u a l  y o s s z s s i v e n e s s  and  

a g r e s s i v e n e ~ s  o f  t h e  ant '  d i m e n s i o n a l  s o c i e t ~ ,  b u t  r a t h e r ,  

i t  combines t h e  knowledge of' advanced teenfiiclues of  pro-  

d u c t i o n  x i t h  r h t  i n n e r  e s z e n c e  and n ~ t d s  of  nan. 33 I t  

the reb ;  p r o v i d e s  t n e  onL,~ s u e  g u i d e  f o r  p r a x i s  which 

h a r ~ o n ~  w i : ~  t n e  : rue  nature of' man; a  s o c i e t ,  .vnich aaj 

f a c i l i t a t e  ugd eacodrhc;e the  development  of  h i s  p o t e n t i a l  

f o r  buildifl; ;  and  l i v i a d  a q u a l i t a t i v e l ,  o e t t e r  L i f e .  40 

--. 
i h e  b a s i c  o o j e c t i o n  t o  t he  n o t i o n  of  a "neu r a t i o n -  

a l i t ~ ? '  as e n v i s a g e d  by d a r c u s e  i s  r o o t e d  i f 1  the 



p r s v l ~ . ~ . , l j  ~ 1 : ~ b o l u t e d  cfitkxi~sm of  t h e  y s ~ c n o - a n a l J  t i c  

t i l ea t ,  of' instincts. I t  ? t i l l  o e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  f o r  a 

v a r i e t ;  oE reasor , ;  t h e  c o n c i u s i o n  l ~ 3 s  dra-ivn t h ~ t  t h e  

F r ~ u d i x : ~  23 t i o z ,  jf 2 s J c h i c  e r l e r g j  i r l  d c n e r a l  2:;d 

" Z ~ O S "  a n 3  "Thanri t o s "  i!l pzti!:  I ir liere , ln;r~;arran t e d  

a ; s r i o r i  s s s ~ a - i ; t i o n s .  : ~ r t h e r ,  i f ,  as na3 i * n . . i i e d  

e a r l i e r ,  s ~ c n  3 g o t i o n  zud n o r e  ~ h ~ 1 - 1  a z u p e r f i c i a i  

s i m i l n r i t ;  t o  a l chez , ,~  3 9 2  e v i l  s p i r i t s ,  a n d  :t 1 :a r s l l e l  

l e v e i  o f  d c l ~ n t i f i z  validit>-, t h e n  i t  c i e u r l d ?  f o l l o w s  

t na t  s n ~  t : ? c o r e - , i c : i ~  ; t r i ; c t u l a e  b ~ i l t  upon t h e s e  7seudo-  

s c i e n t i f i c  c o x c r s t o n z s  i s  l i k e r v i s e  i i < t l e  Tiore thsg a 

f u r t i l e r  s c l , h i ; t i c a t t d  f o r ? i  af r c n m t i c  i d e a l i s i n .  i f  

t h e  $'rt3dih!: i 3 f l 2 ~ p t  o f  ~ n s t i n c t s  i s  a c c e p t e d  a y r i o r i  

as v a i i d ,  theri 0 5 v l o . ~ s l ,  t h e  2larc~~si t in f l o t i o n  o f  H llnew 

r a t i o n a l i t , "  t a k e s  or: ar l  asra of  s c i e n t i f i c  and. i o z i c a l  

c o r r e ~ t n e . , ~ .  19 reem;)has ize  t n e  p o i n t  hGaever ,  t h e  

a c c e p t a n c e  o f  i h ~  t i n i t i : i l  and  " n e c e s s a r j "  post  late, 

r e p r e s e n t ; :  $lie :Ti rs t  :i?d - . l e 2 r i ,  ufl i ;~arranted s t e p  i n t o  

t h e  r e e l 3  of a j s t l c i m ,  i de s l i s r f i ,  and s t ~ b ~ e r - u e n t   to- 

p i a n i s m .  

P u r t h e r ,  I;ne a c c e p t a n c e  o r  srrcn m t e n a b l e  asadrnp- 

t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  b e g i n n i n 2  o' an u m e c e s s a r j  coc -  

f u s i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t . i o n s h i p s  be tween  b i o l o z ; ,  phjsical 

\ p r o c e s s e s ,  c u l t u r e  ;md s o c i a l .  s t r d c t u r e .  



It ivas a l s o  men t ioned  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  d i s c d s s i o n  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a d i a t i a c t i v e  e x i s t e n t i a l  s p l i t  d c t c c -  

t a b l e  i n  c e r ' t a l n  o f  . , ~ a r c ~ s t ' s  n a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n .  t h e  

a c n i e v e b ~ ; n t  d i  ~ i b e r a i i o n .  i ~ r t n e r ,  i t  aas ~ o t t d  t h a t  

t h e  r a o t  o f  ;his s ~ l i t  laJ i r l  ;he f ,mdavnen ta l ly  "men- 

t a l i s t i c ' '  natdre d f  t= le ps,  c n o - a n d , t i c  cneor,  t o  ~ h i c h  

ailarcus& c ~ z a r l ,  ~ h 5 ; c r i o e d .  i n  consideri : := t h e  p r o b l e m  

and p o s s i b i l i t i e d  c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  s t r u g d l e  f o r  l i u e r a -  

t i o n  d a r c ~ s e  r e p e a t e d l y  z a m s  t h c  d i s t i n c t i o n  o e t a e e n  a 

nev~ c ~ n s c i o ~ s n e s o  m d  a nea s e n s i ~ i l i t j  and s e n - ~ o k s n e s s .  41 

He c l e t i r l ,  cd3,ider.s t h e  nef i  c3flsciovtsrless,  bra.i;i~t sood t  

r e  ti; t n z  i n d i v i d u a l  ' s  e x p r i e n c e  i n  s o c i e  t; , as  

a nuch nore  t r d n s l t o r ,  and s u p e r f i c i a l  lc-;e:-, o f  ~ e j e c -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  s t d t u a  q a o  than i s  the  "new s e n s i b l l i ; ; "  

which  S ~ E . J S  3 0 ~ 1 ;  iend i s  r 0 0 t ~ d  i n  t h e  i n s t i n c t d a l ,  

p h j r s i a l o d i c a l  dnd u i o l a g i c o l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  man. I t  i s  

t h i s  "nextz s e n s i L i l i t d r t '  which p r o v i d e s  a s u r e  m d  Ln- 

w a v e r i n g  r e f e r e n c e  p o i n t  f o r  t n e  c c x t r d c t i o n  o f  z f r e e  

s o c i e t , .  C o L s e ; ~ c n t i ,  & a r c u s e  a r d i e s  t n a t  h n i l e  L r a d -  

i c a l  p o L i t i c 2 . ~  C O ~ S C ~ O ~ S Z ~ E S S  i b  esscnxial Lo tYlc 

s t r ~ d g l e  P G ~  i i o e r h t i o a  i t  m d s t  b e  t n i ;  ''ne:. s e a ~ i 3 i l i t j ' '  

w h i c a  i s  t n e  c e n t r a l  f a c t o r  i2 u r e a & i n d  o a t  o f  t h e  "con- 

t i n ~ i m  o f  r e p r e s s i o n 1 '  b t cause  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  t n e  i n n e r  

e s s e n c e  cf a a n ,  t h c  d e m n d s  of the  l i f e  i n s t i n c t s .  81ex-e 



r a d i c a l  c l a s s  c ~ n ~ c i o u s ~ e s ; ,  whi le  e s s e n t i a l ,  i s  r o o t e d  

no t  i n  t h e  demands of t h e  l i f e  i n s t i n c t s ,  but  r a t h e r  i t  

i s  a consc ious  response  t o  c e r t a i n  d i s t u r b i n g  soc io -  

economic and p o l i t i c a l  expe r i ences .  The re fo re ,  whi le  

such c l a s s  consc iousnes s  can and must p rov ide  t h e  main 

sou rce  o f  r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  s t a t u s  quo,  i t s  r o o t s  i n  ex- 

t e r n a l  expe r i ence  and n o t  i n  e r o s  r e n d e r  i t  incapab le  of 

c a r r y i n g  t h a t  r e j e c t i o n  beyond a g i v e n  p o i n t  ( o u t  o f  

t h e  "continuum of  r e p r e s s i o n w ) .  Only t h e  new s e n s i b i l -  

i t y ,  r o o t e d  i n  and r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  deaands of  t h e  l i f e  

i n s t i n c t s ,  c an  t a k e  t h a t  r e j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  where 

s o c i e t 2  may be c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  harrnonj w i t h  and f a c i l i -  

t a t i n g  t h e  development of  e r o s .  

Th i s  s p l i t  between consc iousnes s  and s e n s i b i l i t y  i s  

based i n  t h e  fundamental  s p l i t  Freud h a s  aade  betmeen 

the mind and t h e  organism. The s p l i t  i s  r e i n f o r c e d  and 

made more d i s t i n c t  by t h e  n o t i o n  o f  i n s t i n c t u a l  demands. 

Such deaands ,supposedly  stemming from w i t h i n  t h e  mind 

i n  t h e  form of psych ic  ene rgy ,  and be ing  merely n o d i f i e d  

by t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  and b i o g r a p h i c a l  e x p e r i e n c e ,  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  two s o u r c e s  of m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  menta l  

p rocesses .  Consequent ly ,  we a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  i d e a s  and 

emotions stemming from c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  e x t e r n a l  env i -  

ronment as w e l l  as t h o s e  s t e m m i n ~  l a r g e l j  from t h e  



r c i n s t i n c t i v e "  demands o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  "mind". As with 

t h e  n o t i o n  of a new r a t i o n a l i t y ,  such a dua l i sm of t h e  

o r i g i n  and consequent  v a l u e  of  thought  must be r e j e c t e d  

on t h e  &rounds t h a t  i t  i s  f i r m l y  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  un tenab le  

9 n e n t a l i s t i c "  p sychoana ly t i c  i n s t i n c t  t heo ry .  

Human s e n s e s  should  n o t  be cons ide red  as s imply 

g i v e n  by n a t u r e .  The s e n s e s  become s p e c i f i c a l l y  human 

and i n c r e a s i n g l y  more r e f i n e d  as t h e  world o f  n a t u r e  

becomes humanized, showing t h e  marks of  human a c t i v i t y .  

Th i s  h i s t o r i c a l  p r o c e s s  o f  r e -  
f inement  and h u m n i z a t i o n  of s e n s e s  
i s  a n  i n h e r e n t l y  s o c i a l  p roces s .  . . . S e p a r a t i n g  s e n s e s  -- what have 
becone ' d i r e c t l y  i n  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  
t h e o r e t i c i a n s '  -- f r o x  r ea son ing ,  
i n  o r d e r  t o  s u b o r d i n a t e  t h e  fo rmer  
t o  t h e  l a t t e r  i s ,  t h e r e f o r e  a r -  
t i f i c i a l  and a r b i t r a r y .  4 2  

What w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  d e t e r n i n e  how a  person  t h i n k s  

and f e e l s  i s  t h e  way t h a t  one l i v e s ,  t h e  type  of  s o c i a l  

p r a c t i c e  he has .  43  

Again,  t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  Marcuse makes betiveen sen-  

s i b i l i t y  and consc iousnes s  does not  a p p e a r  t o  be f u l l y  

j u s t i f i e d .  Having p o s i t e d  t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  

o f  t h e  F reud ian  t h e o r y  of  i n s t i n c t s ,  he t h e n  proceeds  

t o  a b o l i s h  t h e  s p l i t  by advoca t ing  a "new r a t i o n a l i t y u  

which i s  i n  e f f e c t  t h e  union of t h e  demands of t h e  l i f e  

i n s t i n c t s  w i t h  t h e  knowledge and t e c h n i q u e s  ga ined  by 



n p r a c t i c a l l l  i n q s i r j  and expe r i ence .  The "new man1' i s  

s e e n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a  union of t h e  demands of t h e  l i f e  

i n s t i n c t s  w i t h  a s o c i a l 1 2  a c q u i r e d  r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  

consc iousnes s .  

P re s sed  b; h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s t r u c -  

t u r e  and dynamic t e n d e n c i e s  of  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  

s o c i e t y ,  d a r c u s e  has  found a  waj o u t  o f  t h e  " v i c i o u s  

c i r c l e  of r e p r e s s i o n f 1  i n  t h e  form o f  t h e  " r a d i c a l  young 

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a n  who have overcome t h i s  dual ism and 

t h e r e b y  r e p r e s e n t  a un ion  of  e r o s  and r a d i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  

consc iousness .  Pa rcuse  might w e l l  have spa red  h imse l f  

t h e  t r o u b l e ,  as such a dua l i sm between consc iousnes s  and 

s e n s i b i l i t y  does  no t  a p p e a r  t o  be j u s t i f i e d ,  n o t  only  

because  of  i t s  r o o t s  i n  t h e  un t enab le  F reud ian  i n s t i n c t  

t h e o r y  and t h e  g e n e r a l  n m e n t a l i s t i c N  n a t u r e  o f  psycho- 

a n a l y s i s  bu t  a l s o  because  as A .  S a l t e r  p o i n t s  o u t :  

The f a c t  i s ,  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  between 
r e a s o n  and emotion i s  a l n o s t  always 
a mid i eva l  r e l i c .  . . . 
I n  a s e n s e ,  reavon  and emotion are 
two n o s t r i l s  of  t h e  same nose. We 
t a l k  of d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  o f  beha- 
v i o u r ,  bu t  whether we l i k e  i t  o r  n o t ,  
t h e  p r o c e s s e s  o f  emot ion and r e a s o n  
go on s i d e  by s i d e .  A t  a l l  t imes  a l l  
o f  us cannot  h e l p  u s i x  them t o g e t h e r ,  
because t hey  a r e  a c t u a l l y  one neu- 
r o l o ~ i c a l  t h i n g .  
There was neve r  any o t h e r  k ind of 
t h i n k i n g  s i n c e  o u r  r e p t i l i a n  an-  
c e s t o r s  l e f t  t h e  swamp044 



The New idan and L i b e r a t i o n :  

Having p o s i t e d  a " m a t e r i a l  b a s i s  cinder" t h e  t ra-  

d i t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of t h e  s t a t u s  

quo,  idarcuse t h e n  proceeds  t o  f u r t h e r  t i k h t e n  h i s  ana- 

1,sis of t h e  dynamic and s t r u c t u r a l  t e n d e n c i e s  o f  t h e  

flone-dimensional s o c i e t y v  whi le  a t  t h e  same t ime  pro- 

? o s i n g  a p o t e n t i a l  wad o u t  of  t h e  consequent  dilernna. 

If t h e  c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  h i s  a n a l j s i s  of t h e  advanced 

c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  and h i s  new o n t o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  

a r e  g r a n t e d ,  t h e n  h i s  subsequent  and i n c r e a s i n g  e n p h a s i s  

on t h e  n a t u r e  and need f o r  a "new aan"  would apFear  t o  

f o l l o w  a o r e  o r  l e s s  l o g i c a l l y .  However i t  i s  p re -  

c i s e l ,  t h e  i n c o r r e c t n e s s  of  t h i s  new o n t o l o g i c a l  per-  

s p e c t i v e  which we have s o  f a r  sought  t o  demonstra te .  

F u r t h e r ,  c h a p t e r s  t h r e e  and f o u r  w i l l  f o c u s  on a c r i t i c i s r i ~  

o f  t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  h i s  i n i t i a l  a n a l j s i s  o f  t h e  main 

f e a t u r e s  of  t h e  " a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y n .  Uefore t u r n i n g  t o  

tha t  d i s c ~ s s i o n ,  a c l o s e r  and more c r i t i c a l  l o o k  must be 

t a k e n  a t  Marcuse t s  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  "new man". These "new 

ment' Marcuse conce ives  o f  as e x i s t i n g  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r i o r  

t o  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e .  Necessary ,  no t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  

t h a t  a  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  socio-economic f o r m  could  no t  

be ach ieved  wi thou t  them, b u t  r a t h e r  i n  t h e  s ense  t h a t  

w i thou t  t h e i r  l e a d e r s h i p  and gu idance ,  any r e v o l u t i o n  



w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  f a l l  s h o r t  o f  a c h i e v i n g  t h e  f i n a l  

g o a l  of  " r e a l n  human l i b e r a t i o n .  Given h i s  p r e s e n t  

F r e u d i a n  o n t o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n ,  " r e a l w  l i b e r a t i o n  i m p l i e s  

a n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  which t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  forms of t h e  new 

s o c i e t ,  have been developed i n  accordance  wi th  t h e  

demands of  t h e  l i f e  i n s t i n c t s .  Such a s o c i e t y  i s  t h e r e -  

f o r e  i n  harmony with t h e  i n n e r  e s sence  of man and con- 

s c i o u s l y  s t r u c t u r e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  *new s e n s i t i v i t y w  

and subsequent  "new r a t i o n a l i t y n  s o  as t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  

f u r t h e r  deveiopment o f  e r o s .  Narcuse a r g u e s  t h a t  a rev-  

o l u t i o n  w i thou t  t h e  guidance of  t h e s e  "new menw has no 

hope of b r e a k i n g  o u t  of  t h e  " v i c i o u s  c i r c l e  o f  r e p r e s -  

s ion" .  He w r i t e s  t h a t  

T h i s  p sycho log ica l  r e p e t i t i o n  of  t h e  
dynaa ic  o f  domina t ion  i n  c i v i l i z a t i o n  
f i n d s  i t s  w o r l d - h i s t o r i c a l  e x p r e s s i o n  
i n  t h e  e v e r  r e c u r r i n g  d,namic of  r ev -  
o l u t i o n s  i n  t h e  p a s t .  These r e v o i u -  
t i o n s  man i f e s t  a n  a lmos t  schemat ic  
development. I n s u r r e c t i o n  succeeds  
and c e r t a i n  f o r c e s  a t t e m p t  t o  d r i v e  
t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  t o  i t s  extreme p o i n t ,  
from ~ h i c h  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  new, no t  
on ly  q u a n t i t a t i v e l j  bu t  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  cou ld  perhaps  
proceed.  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  r evo lu -  
t i o n  i s  u s u a l l y  vanquished and domina- 
t i o n  I s  i n t e r n a l i z e d ,  r e e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
and con t inued  a t  a h i g h e r  l e v e l .  If 
F r e u d ' s  h y p o t h e s i s  i s  r e a l l y  l e g i t i -  
inate, t h e n  we can  r a i s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
whether  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  s o c i o - h i s t o r i -  
c a l  Thermidor t h a t  can be demons t ra ted  
i n  a l l  p a s t  r e v o l u t i o n s  t h e r e  i s  n o t  



a l s o  a p s J c h i c  Thermidor. Are r ev -  
o l u t i o n s  perhaps  no t  on ly  vanquished,  
r e v e r s e d ,  and unmade from o u t s i d e ,  
i s  t h e r e  perhaps  i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  
themse lves  a l r e a d y  a d>namic a t  work 
t h a t  i n t e r n a l l y  nega te s  p o s s i b l e  
l i b e r a t i o n  and g r a t i f i c a t i o n  and 
t h a t  s u p p o r t s  e x t e r n a l  f o r c e s  o f  d e n i a l ?  45 

Consequent ly ,  he w r i t e s  t h a t  

. . . no economic and p o l i t i c a l  
changes w i l l  b r i n g  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  
continuum t o  a s t o p  u n l e s s  t hey  a r e  
c a r r i e d  th roagh  by men who a r e  phy- 
s i o l o g i c a l l y  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y  
a b l e  t o  expe r i ence  t h i n g s  and each  
o t h e r  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  v i o l e n c e  
and e x p l o i t a t i o n .  4C 

There fo re  he concludes:  

L i b e r a t i o n  w i l l  mean s u b v e r s i o n  a g a i n s t  
t h e  w i l l  and a g a i n s t  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  
i n t e r e s t  of t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  t h e  
people .  47 

He t h e n  g o e s  on t o  re-emphasize t h a t  

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  of such  a s o c i e t y  
presupyosses  a t z p e  o f  man with a 
d i f f e r e n t  l anguage ,  have d i f f e r e n t  
g e s t u r e s ,  fo l l ow d i f f e r e n t  impulses ;  
men who have developed a n  i n s t i n c -  
t u a l  b a r r i e r  a g a i n s t  c r u e l t y ,  bru- 
t a l i t y ,  u g l i n e s s .  Such a n  i n s t i n c -  
t u a l  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  i s  conce ivab le  
and a f a c t o r  of s o c i a l  chan:e on ly  
i f  i s  e n t e r s  i n t o  t h e  s o c i a l  d i v i s i o n  
o f  l a b o u r ,  t h e  p roduc t ion  r e l a t i o n s  
themselves .  They would be shaped 
b j  men and women who have t h e  good 
consc ience  o f  be ing  human, t e n d e r ,  
sensuous ,  who a r e  no l o n g e r  ashamed 
o f  themselves  -- . . . t h e  imagina- 
t i o n  of  such men and women would 
f a s h i o n  t h e i r  r e a s o n  and tend  t o  



make t h e  p roces s  of p r o d u c t i o n  a 
p roces s  of  c r e a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  t h e  
  to pi an concept  o f  s o c i a l i s m  which 
e n v i s a g e s  t h e  e n g r e s s i o n  of  freedom 
i n t o  t h e  realm of  n e c e s s i t y . 4 8  

F i n a l l y  he w r i t e s :  

The p roduc t ive  i n a g i n a t i o n  would 
become t h e  c o n c r e t e l J  s t r u c t u r e d  
p roduc t ive  f o r c e  t h a t  f r e e l y  
s k e t c h e s  o u t  the p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  
a f r e e  human e x i s t e n c e  on t h e  
b a s i s  of  t h e  co r r e spond ing  develop-  
ment of m a t e r i a l  f o r c e s .  I n  o r d e r  
f o r  t h e s e  t e c h n i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  
no t  t o  become p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  r e -  
p r e s s i o n ,  however, i n  o r d e r  f o r  
them t o  be a b l e  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e i r  
l i b e r a t i n g  f u n c t i o n ,  t h e j  must 
be s u s t a i n e d  and d i r e c t e d  by l i b -  
e r a t i n g  and g r a t i f ,  i n g  needs.43 

Marcuse ' s  concern  f o r  t h e  need f o r  a "new man" a p p e a r s  

t o  stem n o t  o n l y  from h i s  c o n c l u s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

" t o t a i  tt ( i .  e . ,  i n s t i n c t u a l ,  b i o l o g i c a l ,  p h y s i o l o g i c a l  ) 

i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  working c l a s s  i n  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  

s o c i e t y  i n t o  t h e  v a l u e s  and g o a l s  o f  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s ,  

b u t  a l s o  i t  seems t o  d e r i v e  froin h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  a l l  

p a s t  r e v o l u t i o n s  have f a i l e d  t o  ach i eve  t h e  g o a l  of  

human freedom. The f u n d a a e n t a l  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  f a i l u r e ,  

t h i s  "continuum of  r e p r e s s i o n n  i s  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  phenorn- 

enon he r e f e r s  t o  as t h e  "Psychic i h e r a i d o r " .  He 

conc ludes  that  t h e  i f l s t i n c t u a l  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  v a s t  

m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  people  i n  t h e  l tone-dimensional  s o c i e t y f *  



h a s  been sub l ima ted  (pe rhaps  a b e t t e r  term w o d d  be 

t t r e p r e s s i v e l ~  de-sub l imated")  t o  such  a n  e x t e n t  t h a t  

w i thod t  t h e  gu idance  of t h e  "new aan"  a n j  r e v o l u t i o n  

i n  s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  and economic s t r u c t u r e  and r e l a t i o n s  

would no t  onl; f a i l  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e  g o a l  o f  hlman l i b -  

e r a t i o n ,  bu t  i f i  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  r e s u l t  i n  a more e f f e c -  

t i v e  and i n t e n s i f i e d  l e v e l  o f  dominat ion of  aan by man. 

V i t h o u t  t h e  g d i d i n g  " t r u t h n  o f  t h e  "new s e n s i b i l i t y " ,  

"new s e n s i t i v i t y n ,  and the  r e s u l t a n t  "new r a t i o n a l i t y " ,  

t h e  "Psychic  The ra ido r "  w i l l  on ly  b r i , ~  about  renewed 

and i n t e n s i f i e d  r e p r e s s i o n ,  dominat ion and e x p l o i t a t i o n .  

It c e r t a i n l y  cannot  be den i ed  t h a t  thought  p a t t e r n s ,  

l i n g n i s t i c  fo rms ,  e t c .  a r e  c u l t u r a l  phenonena which b e a r  

t h e  stamp of and h e l p  t o  s u s t a i n  and p e r p e t u a t e  t h e  

g e n e r a l  socio-economic c o n d i t i o n s  which gave r i s e  t o  

them. Fur thermore ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  from t h e  expe r i ence  o f  

p a s t  s o c i a l  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  t ha t  such s o c i a l  phenomena can  

a t  t i m e s  con f ron t  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  

w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  and o f t e n  n e a r  d i s a s t r o u s  consequences.  

However, i t  would a p p e a r  i n  c l o s e r  cumspondance  w i t h  t h e  

a c t u a l  dynamic of  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  r evo l i l t i ona r j '  s t r u g -  

g l e s  and t h e i r  s u c c e s s e s  and f a i l u r e s  i n  t h e  r e a h  of  

human L i b e r a t i o n ,  i f  an a n a l y s i s  were t o  a s s i g n  g r e a t e r  

weight  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r n a l  and e x t e r n a l  socio-economic 



and p o l i t i c a l   factor^,^' t h a n  t o  a "Psychic  Thermidorw. 

Ke h a s t e n  t c  add t h a t  t h i s  coament i s  c e r t a i n l y  no t  

meant t o  minimize t h e  i a p a c t  o f  c ~ l t u r a l  l a g s  and i n -  

d i v i d u a l  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t y p e s  on t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  any r ev -  

o l u t i o n a r y  s t r d g g l e ,  Indeed ,  such f a c t o r s  must be s e -  

r i o u s l y  cons ide red  i n  any p a r t i c d a r  a n a l y s i s  o r  sub- 

s equen t  p r a x i s .  However, Marcuse, due l a r g e l ;  t o  t h e  

F r e u d i a n  i n s t i n c t  t h e o r y  and t h e  a t t e n d a n t  n o t i o n s  of  

i n s t i n c t u a l  r e p r e s s i o n ,  e t c . ,  g i v e s  g e n e r a l l j  t o o  much 

weight  t o  s ~ c h  f a c t o r s .  Without r e f e r r i n g  t o  an, par-  

t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n s  he  s imply t a k e s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t k 3 t  a 

wYs,chic Yhernidor" i s  i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  most 

s i g n i f i c a n t  cause  of a l l  t h e  p a s t  f a i l u r e s  of r evo lu -  

t i o n a r y  s t rug , l e s  t o  t r anscend  i n  a p r a c t i c a l  way t h e  

uornination and r e p r e s s i o n  of  men. 52 

A l i  t h i s  i s  no t  meant t o  imply t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no t  a  

c e r t a i n ,  bu t  c e r t a i n 1 2  no t  i n  t h e  Narcus i an  aense ,  need 

f o r  new men and women i n  an; r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r a g g l e ;  

new, t o  t h e  degree  t h a t  t h e y  have r e j e c t e d  a s  f a r  a s  

p o s s i b l e  t he  v a l u e s  and a t t i t u d e s  of  t h e  suppressxve 

o r d e r  t h e j  a r e  l i v i n g  under and s t r u g g l i n g  a g a i n s t .  

C e r t a i n l y  such men and women w s t  have a concept  o f  

freedom and of goodness t h a t  t-l;es them beyond t h e  r e s -  

t r i c t i v e  c o n f i n e s  of t h e  s t a t u s  quo. ilowever, t o  expec t  



such  men and women t o  have " the  f i n a l n  p e r c e p t i o n  of  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  freedom and t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  forms which w i l l  

complement and encourage i t s  development,  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  

a  c l e a r  l a p s e  i n t o  utopianism.  Adam Schaf f  p o i n t s  o u t  

i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t  t h a t :  

Even a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f i g h t i n g  c e r t a i n  
c o n d i t i o n s  and o p i n i o n s  i s  i n  some 
r e s p e c t s  t h e i r  p roduc t  and b e a r s  
t h e i r  stainp, p a r t i c u l a r l ~  on h i s  %en- 
t a l i t y .  It i s  t h e r e f o r e  a d v i s a b l e  
t o  a p y r e c i a t e  t h e  s ~ i n b o l i c  v a l u e  o f  
J e h o v a h ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  b a r  t h e  
2 r o n i s e d   and t o  a l l  t h o s e  born i n  
s l a v e r y  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  man who l e d  
them i n  t h e i r  march t o  Freedon.53 

To expec t  and seek  o u t  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  

who, whi ie  s t i l l  very  much i n  t h e  o l d  o r d e r  have never-  

t h e l e s s  r e j e c t e d  i t  t o  t h e  very  b i o l o g i c a l ,  i n s t i n c t u a l ,  

and p h y s i o l o g i c a l  l e v e l s  of t h e i r  be ings ,  who speak a 

"new language" ,  who, ig a  word, have a "new s e n a i b i i i t y t l ,  

i s  t o  flj i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  a l l  p r ev ious  a n t h r o p o l o ~ i c a l  

and s o c i o l o g f c a l  ev idence  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  of  c u l t u r a l  

change and t h e  r e l a t  i a n s h i p  between c u l t u r a l  and s o c i a l  

forms.  54 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p  between economic, s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i -  

c a l ,  c u i t u r a l ,  and p s ~ c h o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s  i s  a d i a l e c t i -  

c a l  one ,55  bu t  i t  i s  s t i l l  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  i n  t h e  l a s t  

a n a l y s i s  t h e  e x i s t e n t i a l  s i t u a t i o n  of people  must change 



p r i o r  t o  any deep  r o o t e d  change i n  t h e i r  p s y c h o l o g i e s .  

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  p r o b l e a  o f  overcoming and c o n b a t i r g  

c u l t u r a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  phenomena a n t a g o n i s t i c  t o  t h e  

s t r u g g l e  f o r  l i b e r a t i o n  i s  o f  u tmost  impor tance .  Pur -  

t h e r m o r e ,  i t  canno t  oe assumed tha t  by s o c i a l i z i n g  t h e  

means o f  p r o d u c t i o n  t h e r e  w i l l  e i t h e r  immedia te ly  o r  

e a s i l y  emerge s "new manw and l i b e r a t i o n .  However, i f  

a l i e n a t i o n  and d o m i n a t i o n  a r e  t o  b e  f i f l a l l y  overcome, 

t h e  f i rs t  major  s t e p  must be t o  s e v e r  t h e  r o o t s  o f  t h e  

main s o u r c e  o f  s u c h  a l i e n a t i o n  and  domina t ion .  H e m e  a 

r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  r e l a t i o n s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  and 

t o  a great  d e g r e e  n e c e s s a r i l y  p r i o r  t o  any  deep  r o o t e d ,  

w i d e s p r e a d  and permanent  c u l t u r a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  

t r a n s f o r ; n n t i o n s .  I t  i s  o n l y  duri-le,  tifrces o f  d e e p  g o i n g  

t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s ,  when men a r e  p i v o t s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  

change ,  t h a t  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  "hunan n a t u r e n  becomes prob-  

l e m a t i c .  O t h e r w i s e ,  e m o t i o n s ,  v o c a b u l a r i e s ,  t h o u g h t  

p a t t e r n s ,  and  i n  g e n e r a l  "human n a t u r e H  a p p e a r  t o  r emain  

more o r  l e s s  s t a b l e  f i t t i n g  n e a t l y  i n t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

human r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  56 

It i s ,  f i n a l l y ,  o n l y  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  new s o c i o -  

e c o n o a i c  r e l a t i o n s n i p s  that  me? and  women c a n ,  and n o t  

i n  a n  u t o p i a n  way, b e g i n  t o  " r e a r  downw t h e  c u l t u r a l  and 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  h e r i t a g e  o f  a p a s t ,  r e p r e s s i v e ,  a l i e n a t i n g ,  



and exploitative society. 57 As noted above, the problem 

of expioitation and alienation is not completely settled 

by merely negating the property-relations of capitalism. 

Economic, political and ontological alienation do not 

simply vanish with a revolution in productive pro- 

cesses. 58 Property-relations are only a part of the 

coaplex set of inter-relations inherited from capitalist 

society. Further, there can be no absolute safeguards, 

as Narcuse would have, to insure that alienation will be 

surpassed and liberation achieved, for such problems are 

ninherently historical ". There will exist continuing 

dangers of alienation in the reifying potential of cer- 

tain instruments and ~ 1 u Y l l y l k , , l ~ ~ ~ 3  of human interchange and 

no accomplishment, however radical and important can be 

considered an absolutely definitive transcendance of all 

forms of alienation. 53 However, as I. leszaros has 

suggested: 

Dangers, nevertheless, can be controlled, 
at least in principle. And this is pre- 
cisely what is denied b, the mystifiers 
who first make history stop arbitrarily 
at its capitalist stage, characterized 
by an actual lack of control, and then 
conclude that human "objectificationsn 
are uncontrollable in principle. They 
misrepresent dangers and alienating 
potentials as metaphysical necessities . . . Consequently the programme of 
superseding capitalistic alienation 



can  be c o n c r e t i z e d  as t h e  r e p l a c e -  
ment of  t h e  u n c o n t r o l l a b l e  r e i f i e d  
i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  by t h e  
c o n t r o l l a b l e  i n s t r u m e n t s  o f  human 
in t e r change .  F o r  i n  t h e  v e r j  
moment i n  which man succeeds  i n  
consc ious ly  s u b o r d i n a t i n g  h i s  i n s -  
t r u a e n t s  t o  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  h i s  
own ends  t h e i r  " a l t 6 r i t 6  insurmonta-  
b l e  i s  surrnounted.G~ 

Again,  t h e r e  i s  a need f o r  "new a e n  and woaenw i n  

a l l  phases  of  any r e v o l u t i o n a r j  s t r u g g l e .  Wo~qever, 

hiarcuse Is p a r t i c u l a r  n o t i o n  o f  such "new men and womenw 

must be r e j e c t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  p r e v i o u s l y  e l a b o r a t e d  

c r i t i s m s  of t h e  p s j c h o - a n a l y t i c  t heo ry  of i n s t i n c t s .  

$he F reud ian  theo ry  of i n s t i n c t s  s e e k s ,  i n  a  very  r e a l  

and fundamental  s e n s e ,  t o  a b s t r a c t  p s y c h i c a l  p r o c e s s e s  

from t h e  r e s t  of t h e  organism,  and t h e n  t o  view t h e  

p u r e l y  'men ta l '  p roces ses  as a c t i n g  uFon t h e  organism 

and s o  t h e  e x t e r n a l  world ,  a c l e a r l y  i d e a l i s t i c a l y  i n -  

s p i r e d  p e r s p e c t i v e .  On t h i s  p o i n t ,  A .  A a l t e r  " % r i t e s :  

\Ye do not  l i k e  t o  be  reminded t h a t  
e v o l u t i o n a r i l y  speaking ,  we a r e  mere- 
l y  stomachs t h a t  grew more compli-  
c a t e d ,  I n  t h e  beg inn ing  was t h e  g u t  
and t h e  g u t  was law, i t  i s  s t i l l  so  . . . Only  t h e  d r i l l i n g  i n t o  t h e  
huaan t i s s u e s  of h e a l t h y  h a b i t s  w i l l  
y e i l d  Igood1 t h i n k i n g  and f e e l i n g .  
Xfe a r e  meat i n  which h a b i t s  have 
t a k e n  up r e s i d e n c e .  We a r e  t h e  
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  w a j  people  have t o  us. 
'he a r e  t h e  r e a c t i o n s .  Having con- 
d i t i o n e d  r e f l e x e s  means c a r r y i n g  
about  p i e c e s  of a p a s t  r e a l i t y .  



Vie do not control ourselves, We are 
constantly controlled by our habit 
patterns, . . . Yie think with our 
habits, and our enotional training 
determines our thinking. . . . We 
sit in the audience and insist that 
we are in the projection booth.61 

We shall now turn to s consideration of the aain 

features of ida rcuse ' s  analjsis of advanced capitalist 

society, as it is the conclusions of that analisis, or 

at least the premonition of them, which to a great 

extent gives warrant to Marcuse's development of such a 

radically novel perspective on human liberation. 
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TEtiDANClES OF ADVANCED CAPITALISH 

I n t r o d u c t i o n :  

P a r c u s e t s  argument tha t  advanced c a p i t a l i s m  has 

shown i t s e l f  t o  be capab le  o f  overcoming t h e  " t r a d i t i o n a l "  

c r i s e s  t ha t  have b e s e t  such economic sys tems th rodghout  

a l l  i t s  p a s t  h i s t o r y ,  r e s t s  e s s e n t i a l l y  up on f o u r  main 

premises .  They a r e :  a )  i n c r e a s i n g  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  

econonic  c o n t r o l  and i n t e n s i f i e d  governaen t  i n t e r v e n -  

t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  economj, a r e  p rov ing  t o  be ex t remely  e f -  

f e c t i v e  i n  c u r b i n g  and e l i a i n a t i n g  p e r i o d i c  c r i s e s  i n  

t h e  sys tem;  b )  expanded and s u s t a i n e d  armament spending 

p rov ides  a  r e l a t i v e l y  l i m i t l e s s  s a f e t j  v a l v e  f o r  t h e  

p r e s s u r e  t o ~ a r d s  economic expans ion  a h i c h  i s  i n t r i n s i c  

t o  c a p i t a l i s m ;  c )  t he  economies of t h e  Th i rd  World a r e  

n o t  f i n a l l y  ss e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  w e l l  be ing  of c a p i t a l i s m  

es a system t h a t  t h e i r  e x i t  from t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  n e t -  

work c o a l d  cause  i t s  c o l l a p s e ,  n o r  w i l l  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n -  

a r y  f o r c e s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  e v e r  be capab le  o f  b r e a k i n g  

o u t  of  t h a t  system u n t i l  t h e  met ropoles  a r e  f i r s t  

smashed i n t e r n a l l y ;  and f i n a l l y ,  d )  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of  t h e  

e x t e r n a l  "enemj", comnunisn, not  o n l j  j u s t i f i e s  t h e  ex- 

t e n s i o n  of  araainent spending  bu t  a l s o  b e f o r e  i t s  t h r e a t ,  



a l l  former  c r i s e s  and c o m p e t i t i o n  bo th  between fo rmer ly  

competing c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n s  and between fo rmer ly  corn- 

p e t i n g  c l a s s e s  w i t h i n  i n d i v i d d a l  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t i e s  

a r e  permanently " f rozenw.  

I n  o r d e r  t o  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  c o n f r o n t  each  of  t h e s e  

key premises ,  t h e  whole argument i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  ha s  

consequent ly  tended t o  t a k e  on a r a t h e r  schemat ic  ap- 

pearance.  The c h a p t e r  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  phenomena of  p e r i -  

o d i c  c r i s i s ,  Third  Borld  i n  c a p i t a l i s t  economy, i n t e r -  

c a p i t a l i s t  compe t i t i o9 ,  and t h e  e f f i c a c y  of arms spending ,  

i n  c o n s e c u t i v e  s e c t i o n s .  \ W i l e  t h i s  approach t e n d s  t o  

g i v e  a f ragmented p i c t u r e  of t h e  v a r i o u s  s o u r c e s  o f  

c r i s e s  c o n f r o n t i n g  advanced c a p i t a l i s m ,  a n  e f f o r t  ha s  

been made, p a r t i c u l a r 1 2  i n  t h e  summar;, t o  a t  l e a s t  i n -  

d i c a t e  t h e  main i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n s  and r e c i p r o c a l  r e l a t i o n -  

s h i p s  between t h e s e  s e v e r a l  phenomena. 

P e r i o d i c a l  Crisis: 

Marcuse s t a t e s :  

A s  t o  t h e  West: t h e  fo rmer  con- 
f l i c t s  w i t h i n  s o c i e t y  a r e  modif ied  
and a r b i t r a t e d  under  t h e  double  
(and i n t e r r e l a t e d  impac t )  o f  t e ch -  
n i c a l  p r o g r e s s  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
coa:nunisrn. 1 



He concludes:  

T h e r e f o r e ,  we a r e  f a c e d  w i t h  a nov- 
e l t y  i n  h i s t o r y ,  namely w i t h  t h e  
p rospec t  o r  w i t h  t h e  need f o r  a 
r a d i c a l  change,  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  and 
a g a i n s t  a h i g h l y  developed t ech -  
n i c a l l y  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y ,  
which i s  a t  t h e  same time a  w e l l  
f u n c t i o n i n g  s o c i e t y .  2 

And f u r t h e r ,  he  adds:  

The b e n e f i t s  . . . were expec t ed  t o  
be wiped o u t  p e r i o d i c a l l y  by wars 
and c r i s i s  s i n c e  t h e r e  was no b a s i s  
f o r  l o n g  r ange  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  con- 
s o l a d a t i o n .  T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  d i d  
n o t  p rov ide  f o r  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
( soon  t o  become a f a c t )  t h a t  such  a n  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  basis would mate- 
r i a l i z e .  3 

I n  t h e s e  and numerous s i m i l a r  s t a t e m e n t s  d u r i n g  t h e  

p a s t  few y e a r s  Marcuse h a s  e l a b o r a t e d  h i s  view of  t h e  

economy of  t h e  " a f f l u e n t w  s o c i e t y .  He e n v i s a g e s  i t  a s  

a "wel l  f u n c t i o n i n g n  and " s t a b l e w  economy *h ich  i s  i n -  

c r e a s i n g l y  c a p a b l e  of  " d e l i v e r i n g  t h e  goodsn t o  a growing 

number of  peop le .4  It i s  a l s o  c l e a r  t h a t  he  c o n s i d e r s  

a h p a l l i n g ,  t h e  p r i c e  e x t r a c t e d  from t h e  populace  o f  t h e  

advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  f o r  t h i s  * a f f l u e n c y n .  Spe- 

c i f i c a l l y ,  he conc ludes  t h a t  monopoly c a p i t a l i s m  h a s ,  i n  

t h e  p a s t  twenty- f ive  y e a r s ,  shown i t s e l f  t o  oe i n c r e a s -  

i n g l y  c a p a b l e  o f  overcoming t h e  p e r i o d i c  and perhaps  

even t h e  g e n e r a l  c r i s i s  t h a t  have p r e v i o u s l y  plagued cap- 

i t a l i s m .  



This  conc lus ion  i s ,  however, a misconcept ion.  A s  

Pau l  3 a r a n  s u j g e s t s :  

This  gl immering f acade  of  economic 
p r o s p e r i t y  and s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  
cohes iveness  i s ,  however, h i g h l y  
d e c e p t i v e .  It may r e a d i l y  convey 
t h e  impress ion  t h a t  a o n o p l y  csp-  
i t a l i s m l s  b a s i c  problem o f  over-  
p roduc t ion  and under employment 
has  been mastered and t h a t  t h e  
s t a b i l i t y  and f u n c t i o n i n g  o f  t h e  
system a r e  ' i n  p r i n c i p l e  ' a s s u r e d .  5 

It i s  a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  c a g i t a l i s m  t h a t  once com- 

modity p roduc t ion  h a s  become t h e  g e n e r a l  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  

economy, p e r i o d i c  c r i s e s  a r e  p robable .  Indeed ,  a l l  t h a t  

i s  neces sa ry  t o  i n i t i a t e  such a c r i s i s  w i th  i t s  conse- 

quent  e f f e c t s  on s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y ,  i s  f o r  a 

s i t ~ a t i o n  t o  a r i s e  i n  a h i c h  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  i n  v a r i o u s  

s e c t o r s  of  t h e  economy a r e  unable t o  f i n d  an " e f f e c t i v e "  

demand f o r  t h e i r  commodities. I f  t h e r e  i s  any i n t e r u p -  

t i o n  i n  t h e  p roces s  of c i r c u l a t i o n  o r  any h o l d i n g  back 

of buying power, a  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  

p roces s  ztay r e s u l t  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o  a n  ove rp roduc t ion  of  
, 
U commodities. F u r t h e r ,  i t  should be c l e a r  t h a t  i f  t h e r e  

occu r s  any dec rease  i n  AX', c a p i t a l i s t s  w i l l  i a m e d i a t e l y  

r e c o n s i d e r  t h e  d e s i r e a b i l i t y  o f  p u t t i n g  t h e i r  c a p i t a l  i n t o  

t h e  c i r c u l a t i o n  p roces s .7  It i s  t h e r e f o r e  t h i s  I a h i c h  

+ T h i s  symbol r e f e r s  t o  t h e  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t  on c a p i t a l  
inves tment .  



i s  t h e  " a c h i l l e s  h e e l w  of  c a p i t a l i s m .  8 

Developing s y s t e m  of  t r a d e  and c r e d i t  l a k e  pos- 

s i b l e  a n b r i d g i n g N  of t h e  s e p a r a t i o n  between commodity 

and i t s  e q u i v a l e n t  i n  money, and consequen t ly  l e n g t h e n s  

t h e  t ime  span  of  each  p roduc t ion  c y c l e .  However, t h e  con- 

t r a d i c t i o n  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  commodity and i t s  d i v i d e d  con- 

d i t i o n  i s  a g g a v a t e d ,  and a l l  c o u n t r i e s  become bound 

e v e r  more c l o s e l y  i n t o  a s i n g l e  sys tem,  as t h i s  "b r idge"  

s t r e t c h e s ,  a s  i t  must ,  i n  bo th  t ime and space .  3 

I n  consequence o f  t h i s  g e n e r a l i z i n g  of commodity 

p r o d u c t i o n  and t h e  p e r i o d i c  absence  of  e f f e c t i v e  demand 

f o r  t h o s e  conmod i t i e s ,  t h e r e  h a s  developed t h e  g e n e r a l  

laws and t e n d e n c i e s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  development;  a )  t h e  

g r a d u a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  o r g a n i c  compos i t ion  of c a p i t a l ;  

i n  o r d e r  t o  c o u n t e r a c t ,  b )  t h e  l o n g  range  tendency of t h e  

average  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t  t o  d e c l i n e ,  lo These ftlawsu and 

t e n d e n c i e s  i n  t u r n  r e s u l t  i n  p e r i o d i c  changes  i n  t h e  c o s t  

o f  p r o d u c t i o n  of  commodities and the reby  c r e a t e  t h e  pos- 

s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  c r i s i s  of ove rp roduc t ion ,  11 

The consequence of  t h e s e  phenomena i s  a n  ecoaomic 

development c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by uns teady  and uneven growth,  

a l t e r n a t i n g  between p e r i o d s  o f  r a p i d  development and 

p e r i o d s  of s t a g n a t i o n  and r e t r e a t .  The advanced c a p i -  

t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  a r e  indeed  no e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  g e n e r a l  



r u l e .  A t  any s t a g e ,  c a p i t a l i s m  i s  s t r u c t u r a l l y  incom- 

p a t a b l e  w i t h  s u s t a i n e d  economic growth.  l2 1 n  f a c t  i t  

appea r s  a o s t  p robable  t h a t  such c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  more 

t h a n  e v e r  be fo re  be pLauged by " the  g r im dilemma between 

war induced b u r s t s  of o u t p u t  afid d e p r e s s i o n  induced 

f l o o d s  o f  unea,lo;ment. 13 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  and i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  phenomena, 

t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  o r g a n i c  composi t ion of  c a p i t a l  does no t  

r e s u l t  i n  a smooth and .gradual  change i n  t h e  p r i c e  o f  

p roduc t ion .  R a t h e r ,  i t  r e s u l t s  i n  r e l a t i v e l y  r e g u l a r  

b u t  sudden and " j e r k y n  changes.  T h i s  " j e r k i n g n  e f f e c t  i s  

a consequence of  c a p i t a l i s t s  b e c o m i n g  aware on ly  a f t e r  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t o o  auch s o c i a l  l a b o u r  i s  be ing  used i n  

producing c e r t a i n  c o m ~ o d i t i e s .  I n  p a r t  caused by and 

p a r t l y  t h e  cause  o f  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n s ,  t h e  s h a r p  

v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r a t e  of  accumula t ion  becomes i n c r e a s -  

i n g l y  t h e  r u l e  as c a p i t a l i s m  r e a c h e s  i t s  more advanced 

s t a g e s .  l4 Fur thermore ,  once t h e r e  has been a n  i n t r o d u c -  

t i o n  of new p r o d u c t i o n  methods i n  the economy, t h e r e  i s  

a lways  a t ime  l a p s e  be fo re  t h e  market can  r e a c t  t o  t h e s e  

new p roduc t ion  i n n o v a t i o n s  and t h e  subsequent  changes i n  

t h e  supply  of  c e r t a i n  commodities. The re fo re ,  t h e r e  

r e s u l t s  a s l u z p  durin.5 t h i s  pe r iod .  Q u i t e  s imp ly ,  t h i s  

b r i e f l y  summarizes t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  anarchy  of c a p i t a l i s t  



Fol lowing  t h e  PLuctua t ions  i n  the ave rage  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t ,  

i t  may be s e e n  t h a t  economic r ecove ry  b e g i n s ,  when a f t e r  

a s l u m p  p r o d u c t i a n  p e r i o d ,  t h e  p r e v i o u s l y  over-produced 

s u r p l u s  of commodities h a s  g r a d u a l l y  been used up and 

t h e r e  r e s u l t s  a demand p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  

s u ~ p l j .  Consequent ly  t h e  t ime l a p s e  between t h e  moment 

p roduc t ion .  

It should  always be kep t  i n  mind t h a t  c a p i t a l i s m  i s  

p roduc t ion  f o r  p r o f i t ,  s h e t h e r  i t  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  as 

p r o f i t  nmaximizat ionv o r  p r o f i t  w o p t i m i z a t i o n w ,  i n  t h e  

l o n g  run  i t  a a o m t s  t o  t h e  same t h i n g .  Th i s  c e n t r a l  

p o i n t  i s  f r e q u e n t l j  l o s t  s i g h t  o f  and such  misconcep- 

t i o n s  o f t e n  p rov ide  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  n o t i o n s  of a "managed" 

end of c r i ~ i s  and " c r i s i s  f r e e w  c a p i t a l i s m .  The ave rage  

r a t e  of p r o f i t  i s  t h e  r t e j  c r i t e r i w n  i n  de t e rmin ing  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n  of c a p i t a l i s t  economy. l5 P u r t h a r ,  whi le  t h e  

tendency of  t h e  average  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t  i s  downward, i t  

moves i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  no t  i a  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  bu t  i n  

a f l u c t u a t i n g  manner t h rough  p e r i o d i c a l  c r i s e s  and r e -  

c o v e r i e s .  16 

The main phases  of t h e  bus ines s  c j c l e  and consequent 

p e r i o d i c  c r i s i s  which c o n t i n u e s  t o d a y ,  unabated by gov- 

ernment i n t e r v e n t i a n  i n  t h e  economy o r  by t h e  " u n i f y i n g w  

e f f e c t  of  t h e  e x t e r n a l  "enemyw a r e  o u t l i n e d  below. 17 



of  p roduc t ion  of commodities and t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  

t h e i r  va lue  on t h e  market i s  g r e a t l y  sho r t ened .  The 

b u s i n e s s  c;cle has c o n t r a c t e d .  The r e s u l t a n t  i n c r e a s e s  

i n  t h e  average  r a t e  of  p r o f i t ,  t h e  l a r g e  and as  y e t  un- 

s a t i s f i e d  demand, t h e  s h o r t e r  p roduc t ion  c y c l e ,  e t c . ,  

a l l  of t h e s e  f a c t o r s  draw i n c r e a s e d  inves tmen t s  by 

c a p i t a l i s t s  hopin& t o  r e a l i z e  s u p e r  p r o f i t s .  

A f t e r  a p e r i o d ,  t h e  i n e v i t a b l e  (unde r  ca1 ; i t a l i sm)  

happens. The i n c r e a s e  i n  inves tment  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  

s e c t o r s  of  t h e  economj r e s u l t s  i n  a g r a d u a l  change i n  

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between supply and demand. The pre -  

v i o u s l y  u n s a t i s f i a b l e  demand becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y  s a t i s -  

f i e d .  The s h i f t  ~ w u r - c ~ ~  imbalance i s  impercep tab le  a t  

f i r s t  and consequent ly  b e f o r e  t h e  tendency i s  d e t e c t e d  

t h e r e  has  been e x t e n s i v e  over -produc t ion  of  c e r t a i n  com- 

mod i t i e s .  These t e n d e n c i e s  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  l e n g t h e n i n g  

o f  t h e  p roduc t ion  c y c l e ,  a  dec rease  i n  p r i c e s ,  and sub- 

s e q u e n t l y  s dec rease  i n  t h e  average  r a t e  of  p r o f i t .  Thc 

consequent  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  average  r a t e  of  p r o f i t  i m p l i e s  

t h a t  on ly  t h e  most e f f i c i e n t  e n t e r p r i s e s  a r e  a b l e  t o  

remain open and  o p e r a t i n g  a t  n e a r  f u l l  p roduc t ion  capac i -  

t y  whi le  numerous l e s s  e f f i c i e n t  e n t e r p r i s e s  a r e  f o r c e d ,  

by f a l l i n g  p r o f i t s ,  t o  c u t  back p roduc t ion  and o f t e n  

c e a s e  p roduc t ion  comple te ly ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  



uneaployment. F u r t h e r ,  t h o s e  more e f f i c i e n t  e n t e r p r i s e s  

which r e a l i z e  a h i g h e r  t h a n  ave rage  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t ,  t h a t  

i s ,  h i g h e r  t h a n  average  f o r  t h e  i n d u s t r y ,  a l s o  beg in  t o  

f e e l  t h e  e f f e c t s  Upen p r o f i t  by d e c r e a s i n g  s a l e s ,  r e -  

s u l t i n g  from a g r a d u a l  d e c r e a s e  i n  demand as a r e s u l t  o f  

t h e  r e c i p r o c a l  p l a n t  shutdowns and employee l a y o f f s .  

Subsequent ly  t h e s e  e n t r e p r i s e s  t o o ,  r educe  t h e i r  produc- 

t i o n  t o  lower  t h a n  maximum. E. Mandel a r g u e s  t h a t :  

The c ; c l i c a l  rnavement o f  c a p i t a l  i s  
t h u s  no th ing  bu t  t h e  mechanism 
through  which t h e  tendency of t h e  
average  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t  t o  f a l l  i s  
r e a l i z e d .  A t  t h e  same t i n e ,  i t  i s  
t h e  sys tems r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s  f a l l ,  
th rough  t h e  l o w e r i n s  of t h e  v a l u e  o f  
c a p i t a l  d u r i n g  t h e  c r i s i s .  
decause  c a g i t a l i s t  p roduc t ion  i s  no t  
c o n s c i o m l ~  planned and o rgan ized  
p roduc t ion ,  t h e s e  ad jus tmentv t a k e  
p l a c e  n o t  a p r i o r i  b u t  a p o s t e r i o r i .  
Fo r  t h i s  r e a s o n  the,  n e c e s s i t a t e  
v i o l e n t  shocks ,  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of  
thousands  of  l i v e s  and enormous 
q u a n t i t i e s  of  v a l u e s  and c r e a t e d  
wea l th .  18 

Such c y c l i c a l  c r i s i s  ex tend  th roughout  t h e  e n t i r e  

economy acd  a r e  n o t  s imply r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  consumer 

goods s e c t o r .  Fo r  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  and t h e  workers  who a r e  

engaged i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  goods s e c t o r ,  must purchase  consum- 

e r  goods t h a t  a r e  e q u i v a l e n t  i n  market v a l u e  t o  pu rchases  

o f  c a p i t a l  goods by t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  who a r e  i nvo lved  i n  

t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  o f  consuaer  goods. The re fo re  i t  i s  s e e n  



L 

it n e c e s s a r i l y  r e q u i r e s  a p r o p o r t i o n a l  development b e t -  

ween t h e  two major s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  economy. Thus, each  

t ime t h e r e  i s  a  b reak  i n  t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n a l i t y ,  a  c r i s i s ,  

and subsequent  unemployment e t c .  r e s u l t s .  19 

P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h i s  d i s e q u i l i b r i u m  comes about  when 

t h e  c a p i t a l  goods producing s e c t o r ,  r e c o v e r i n g  from a 

slump and hav ing  re-equipped i t  s e l f ,  f i n a l l y  beg ins  

a t  n e a r  t o  maxiaum p roduc t ion  c a p a c i t y  t o  supply  t h e  

demand f o r  equipment from t h e  consumer goods s e c t o r .  

However, because  o f  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  l o n g  t ime l a p s e  o f  

p l a c i n g  of  o r d e r s  f o r  c a p i t a l  goods and t h e  f i l l i n g  of  

t h e s e  o r d e r s ,  t h e  consumer goods s e c t o r  h a s ,  abou t  t h e  

t ime t h e i r  c a p i t a l  goods o r d e r s  a r e  f i l l e d ,  developed 

p r o d u c t i v i t y  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  desand f o r  consumer 

goods i s  be ing  a o r e  o r  l e s s  s a t i s f i e d .  Indeed ,  i t  i s  a t  

t h i s  p o i n t  i n  t h e  c y c l e  t h a t  t h e  consumer goods s e c t o r  

should  c e a s e  o r  even c u t  back f u r t h e r  inves tment  i n  

c a p i t a l  goods so  as t o  p reven t  o v e r p r o d u c t i o n  and sub- 

s equen t  f a l l  i n  t h e  average  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t .  F u r t h e r ,  as 

no ted  e a r l i e r ,  t h a t  p o i n t  i n  t ime when supply  e q u a l s  

demand i s  no t  immediate ly ,  bu t  oflly g r a d u a l l y  pe rce ived  

because  o f  c r e d i t  spending  and t h e  l e n g t h  of  t h e  product ion 

c y c l e .  A s  i s  po in t ed  o u t  by W.T. F o s t e r  and W. Catch ings :  



%hen t h i s  p o i n t  ( e q u i l i b r i u m )  comes 
few men a r e  aware o f  t h e  f a c t ,  be- 
cause  t h e  volume of  commodities o f -  
f e r e d  f o r  s a l e  does fiot i n d i c a t e  
e i t h e r  t h e  l a r g e  volume i n  t h e  
making o r  t h e  i n v i s a b l e  supply  i n  
t h e  hands o f  t h e  s p e c u l a t o r s .  . . . 
On account  o f  t h e  t ime i t  t a k e s  t o  
purchase  commodities and g e t  them 
i n t o  t h e  shops ,  t h e  marke t s  can  n o t  
f e e l  t h e  f u l l  e f f e c t s  o f  maximum 
p r o d u c t i v i t y  u n t i l  months a f t e r  
t h a t  s t a t e  h a s  been reached .  Yro- 
d u c t i o n ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  c o n t i n u e s  a t  a 
h i g h  r a t e ;  and the  volume o f  commo- 
d i t i e s  coming on to  t h e  marke t ,  as a 
r e s u l t  o f  l o a n s  p r e v i o u s l y  made, 
c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n c r e a s e .  21 

A r a t i o n a l  r e sponse  by c a 2 i t a l i s t s  t o  t h i s  movement 

towards ove r -p roduc t ion  and c r i s i s ,  even i n  t h e  even t  of  

t h e i r  d e t e c t i o n  of a tendency towards  ove r -p roduc t ion  

be fo re  i t  a c t u a l l y  o c c u r s ,  would be u n r e a l i s t i c  t o  expec t .  

C a p i t a l i s m ,  as we have s a i d ,  i s  p roduc t ion  f o r  p r o f i t .  

I f  t h e s e  e n t e r p r i s e s  which have j u s t  re-equipped them- 

s e l v e s  were t o  c u t  back p roduc t ion  i t  would i n c r e a s e  t h e  

d e p r e c i a t i o n  r a t e  on t h a t  equipment and would r e s u l t  i n  a 

f u r t h e r  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  r a t e  of  p r o f i t .  The 

r e s ~ l t  of  a l l  t h i s  i s  a  g r a d u a l  aovernent towards  d i s e q u i -  

l i b r i u m  between t h e  two main s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  economy. T h i s  

d i s e q u i l i b r i u : ~  shows i t s e l f  f i r s t  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  t h e  r a t e s  

of p r o f i t  and p r i c e s ,  and consequen t ly  s p r e a d s  i n t o  t h e  

a r e a  of demands. 3ecause  f u l l  employment has a l r e a d y  been 



acheived,  t o t a l  consumer goods purchasing power no longer  

i n c r e a s e s  t o  any s i g n i f i c a n t  degree.  However, t h e  pro- 

duc t ion  of these  consumer goods cont inues  t o  inc rease .  

F u r t h e r  a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  l ens then in& of the  pro- 

duc t ion  c y c l e ,  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l  goods s e c t o r ,  

l i k e  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e  consumer goods s e c t o r ,  r e l y  i n -  

c reas ing ly  upon loans  t o  f inance  product ion  u n t i l  exchange 

value from commodities a l r eady  produced can be r e a l i z e d  

on t h e  market. The i n c r e a s i n g  demand f o r  such f inances  

a f f e c t s  a  g a d u a l  r i s e  i n  t h e  r a t e  of i n t e r e s t  on these  

l o a n s  which i n  t u r n  c o n t r i b u t e s  f u r t h e r  t o  t h e  f a l l i n g  

average r a t e  of p r o f i t .  

- - - _  T h ~ e  a r e  the  o r i g i n s  and genera l  phases of t h e  1 ,  
( 
9 - ----- -- -- /--- --- - 

c y c l z l  development of c a p i t a l i s t  product ion.  A s  wrT' 
/ - - ---- _-__ -_---- -_- _ I _ -- - 
i t  i s  ch5rac te r i zed  not by a  smooth and balanced develop- 

ment, not by a  p r i o r i t y  on human needs,  but r a t h e r  

"developmentn proceeds i n  a more o r  l e s s  convulsive 

f a sh ion ,  sometimes su rg ing  ahead then  s t a g n a t i n g  and 

o f t e n  dec l in ing .  Even i n  wboomn per iods ,  i t  i s  in f requen t  

t h a t  e n t e r p r i s e s  opera te  a t  maximum product ive capaci ty .  

Always t h e  prime o b j e c t i v e  i s  p r o f i t  maximization, o r  t o  

put i n  terms more accep tab le  t o  t h e  bourgeois  economist 

but aaount ing  t o  t h e  same t h i n g ,  " p r o f i t  op t imiza t ionn .  

It i s  o f t e n  ob jec ted ,  and t h i s  p o s i t i o n  appears  both 



i m p l i c i t y  and e x p l i c i t y  i n  Slarcuse ' s  w a n a l y s i s n ,  t h a t  such 

p e r i o d i c  c r i s i s  can  be avoided o r  a t  l e a s t  minimized i n  

t h e  most advanced s t a g e s  of  monopoly c a p i t a l i s n .  However, 

i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  neces sa ry  p r e c o n d i t i o n s  of  p lanning  

a r e  l a r s e l y  o u t s i d e  and indeed a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  funda- 

mental  l o g i c  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  a t  any s t a g e .  Fur thermore,  

t h e  expe r i ence  of  t h e  Japanese  and German war economies 

have g i v e n  c l e a r  demons t r a t i ons  t h a t  t o  suppose a ra- 

t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  i nves tmen t ,  which i n  e f f e c t  means 

t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  i nves tmen t ,  cou-ld be e f f e c t e d  under 

fundamenta l ly  c a p i t a l i s t  economic r e l a t i o n s ,  i s  p a t e n t l y  

f a l s e .  23 A s  E. Lirndel a rgues :  

No r eason ing  w i l l  l e a d  a l l  c a p i t a l i s t s  
t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  p roduc t ion  v o l u n t a r -  
i l y  when demand exceeds  supply.  No 
l o g i c  w i l l  induce them t o  m a i n t a i n  
t h e i r  investment  a t  a n  average  l e v e l ,  
a t  t h e  moment when t h e  c u r r e n t  pro- 
d u c t i o n  i s  flo l o n g e r  be ing  absorbed 
by t h e  market .  To e l i m i n a t e  c r i s i s  
comple t e ly ,  t h e  e n t i r e  c y c l i c a l  de-  
velopment o f  p roduc t ion  must be a -  
b o l i s h e d ,  i . e . ,  every element o f  un- 
even development,  i . e . ,  a l l  competi- 
t i o n ,  a l l  endeavors  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  
r a t e  of  p r o f i t  and s u r p l u s  v a l u e ,  
i . e . ,  e v e r j t h i n g  t h a t  i s  c a p i t a l i s t  
i n  p roduc t ion .  The anarchy  o f  cap- 
i t a l i sm cannot  be r ega rded  as a cause  
i n  i t s e l f ,  independent  o f  a l l  o t h e r  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of t h i s  p roduc t ion ,  
independent  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  o f  t h e  
c o n t r a d i c t i o n  between p roduc t ion  
and consumption which i s  t h e  d i s -  
t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  of  c a p i t a l i s m .  24 



C l e a r l y  t h i s  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  has no t  exhaus ted  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and causes  of p e r i o d i c  c r i s i s  i n  t h e  de- 

velopment o f  c a p i t a i i s t  economy. The a rguments ,  and t h e  

e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a s p e c t  of  t h e  dynaa ica  o f  c a p i t a l i s -  

t i c  development have ,  houever ,  t r i e d  t o  emphasize tha t  

c such  c r i s i s  have i n  no way been e f f e c t i v e l y  overcome 

i n  t h e  t v a f f l u e n t w  s o c i e t y .  Indeed ,  i n  s o  f a r  as t h e r e  

i s  a n  i n c r e a s e d  r a t e  o f  a c c u n u l a t i o n  under  advanced 

c a p i t a l i s m  i n  i t s  monopolj s t a g e ,  t h e  r e s u l t  i s  c l e a r l y  

a n  a c c e l l e r a t e d  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  ave rage  r a t e  of  p r o f i t .  

Fur thermore ,  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  i t s  advanced zaonopoly s t a g e  

a p p e a r s  no t  on ly  t o  i n t e n s i f ,  o l d  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s ,  b u t  i t  

a l s o  c r e a t c s  new ones .  P a u l  Sweezy s r g u e s  t h a t :  

S ince  t h e  monopol is t  i s  ~ u i d e d  by 
marg ina l  r a t e  of  p r o f i t  i n  h i s  own 
i n d u s t r y ,  and s i n c e  t h e  r a t e  i n  t h e  
remain ing  compe t i t i ve  s p h e r e s  i s  
dep re s sed ,  t h e  n e t  r e s u l t  i s  t h e  de- 4-4- 
p r e s s i o n  of t h e  r a t e  of  p r o f i t  which 
i s  c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r  inves tment  d e c i -  
s i o n s .  Th is  i s  a f a c t o r  c o n t r i b u -  
t i n g  t g  c r i s i s  and d e p r e s s i o n s  i n -  
depecdent  o f  and a d d i t i o n a l  t o  t h e  
f a l i i n g  te f idenc j  o f  t h e  average  
r a t e  of  p r o f i t .  . . . 25 

F u r t h e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  i n c r e a s e s  i n  c r i s i s  stemming from 

c o m p e t i t i o n  between monopoly and non-monopoly s e c t o r s  as 

w e l l  as from c o m p e t i t i o n  between monopoly s e c t o r s  s h a r i n g  

t h e  same b a s i c  a r e a s  o f  p roduc t ion ,  i . e . ,  between v a r i o u s  



chemical  t r u s t s ,  e t c .  26 F i n a l l y ,  under  c o n d i t i o n s  of  

monopoly c a p i t a l i s m  t h e r e  i s  a n  i n c r e a s i n ~  f requency  i n  

t h e  occurance of  p e r i o d i c  c r i s i s  due t o  t h e  emerseflce 

o f  compe t i t i on  between d i f f e r e n t  v e r t i c a l  t r u s t s .  These 

compe t i t i ons  a r e  conducted i n  t h e  form o f  economic wars,  

i , e . ,  as between c o a l  t r u s t s  and e l e c t r i c  power t r u s t s ,  

o i l  t r u s t s  a g a i n s t  automobi le  t r u s t s ,  e t c .  27 In the 

subsequent  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  we s h a l l  s e e  how 

J.S. c a p i t a l i s m  has, i n  t h e  p a s t  decade o r  s o ,  avoided 

more s e r i o u s  domest ic  socio-econorr~ic r e p e r c u s s i o n s  

stemming from t h e s e  i n t r i n s i c  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  is i t s  

s t r u c t u r e  and methods o f  development. A p o s i t i o n  o f  

more o r  l e s s  unchal langed dominance of  world markets  has 

g i v e n  t h e  J . S .  a n e a r l y  un l imi t ed  a r e a  of  e f f e c t i v e  

demand f o r  t h e  c o m o d i t i e s  produced i n  bo th  i t s  c a p i t a l  

and consumer goods s e c t o r s .  It w i l l  be argued hoxever 

t h a t  t h i s  unchal lenged p o s i t i o n  i s  r a p i d l y  dwindl ing  

under t he  impact  of o t h e r  r e - v i t a l i z e d  c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n s .  

F u r t h e r ,  as we s h a l l  n o t e  i n  a n o t h e r  s e c t i o n ,  t h e  r o l e  

t h a t  arms spending has  played i n  s t a v i n g  o f f  t h e  c r i s i s  o f  

over -produc t ion .  G i th  i t s  huge and r a p i d l y  expending 

replacement  market ,  t h e  arms i n d u s t r y  and a l l  i t s  ai- 

f i l i a t e d  i n d u s t r i e s  and e n t e r p r i s e s  have c l e a r l y  c o n t r i -  

buted s i g n i f i c a n t l y  t o  t he  s u s t a i n e d  "smooth f u n c t i o n i n g w  



of the capitalist system. However, such spending, as 

we shall see, is not only affectin2 a permanent trerid I), , $ p n k  4 9 3  
towards currency inflation, but also the attendant I, k- &b7 PO 1 

L l;C kk&r\ 
research of such enterprises leads to a further speed up 

in the alread? present trend towards an increasing or- 

ganic composition of capital. Finally, and leading us 

into our next section, the Third World has for a Long 

time provided not only markets essential for the consumer 

goods produced in the metropoles, but also, increasin~ly 

vital raw materials and sources of cheap labour. It has 

in effect allowed the advanced capitalist countries to 

nexportn their crises and contradictions onto the ifldi- 

ginous populations of these areas. However, with the in- 

creases in inter-capitalist competition for such markets 

and sources of raw material and cheap labour, as weLl as 

and perhaps .nore important12 due to the increasing 

"unfavorablen investment climate resultin2 from spreading 

national liberation struggles, the Third World is gradually 

rejecting its former role as the ready and defenseless 

recipient of the metropole's wexportedn crises. For all 

these reasons, the periodic crises, which incident12 never 

were overcome, appear to be due for further intensificatiofi 

and the tendency towards longterm capitalist economic 

stagnation. 
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The T h i r d  Kor ld  and Crisis: 
k 
C X a r c ~ s e  s t a t e s :  "The p o x e r s  t h a t  be w i l l  n o t  t o l e -  

r a t e  a r e p i t i t i o n  o f  t h e  Cuban example. n28 T h e r e f o r e ,  

"Under t h e r e  c i r c u x s t a n c e s ,  t h e  p r e c o n d i t i o f i s  f o r  t h e  

l i b e r a t i o n  and d e v e l o p a e n t  of a  T h i r d  Xor ld  a u s t  emerge 

i n  t h e  advsnced  c a p i t a l i s t  c o d n t r i e s .  f129 Decause ,  *The 

n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  novements  i n  t h e  T h i r d  K o r l d  a r e  n o t  

by t h e x s e l v e s  a r e v o l g - t i o n a r y  f o r c e  s t r o n g  enauzh t o  o v e r -  

throw advanced c a p i t a l i s m  as  a sys tem.  "%   on elusion: 

#The c h a i n  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  must be broker, a t  i t s  s t r o n g e s t  

l i n k .  n31 

These s t a t e x e n t s  sum up W a r c a s e ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  

p r o s p e c t s  f o r  successful n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u 5 g l e s  i n  

t h e  T h i r d  'A'orld c o u n t r i e s .  F u r t h e r ,  i t  r e v e a l s  a d e p r e -  

c i a t e d  a s s e s s n e n t  o f  t h e  impac t  upon t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  

sys tem o f  s u c c e s s f u l  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r q g l e s .  

Marcuse ,  w h i l e  c l e a r l y  n o t  unaware o f  t h e  phe30%enofl o f  

contemporary  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  d o e s  n o t  s e e a  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  

e x t e n t  t o  which t h e s e  i f o p e r i a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  have 

become i n t e g r a l  and e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  system. 32 

I n d e e d ,  i f  he d i d ,  h e  would n o t  s o  l i g h t l y  d i s m i s s  t h e  

p o t e n t i a l  impac t  ~f s u c c e s s f u l  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  

on the w w e l l - f u n c t i o n i n g  s o c i e t y n  o f  t h e  m e t r o p o l e s .  The 

work of Harry  a a g d o f f  and 1. J a l l d e  c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  



t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i t a l  a n d  e s s e n t i a l  p o s i t i o n  which t h e  

economies o f  t h e  l h i r d  '::orld zresis occupy i n  t he  w o r l d  

c a p i t a l i s t  system. 33 

I n  f a c t ,  :Sarcdse does s e e  s t r u g g l e s  i n  t h e  T h i r d  

World as s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  i a  t h e  l ong  rande  o b l e c t i v e  

o f  human l i b e r s t i o n .  The p o i n t  i s ,  however, t h a t  f o r  

Marcuse t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s  have a tremendou; impact  upon 

p o l i t i c a l  consc iousnes s  i c  t h e  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  

s o c i e t i e s .  T h e i r  e x i s t e n c e ,  whi le  doomed never  t o  r e -  

a l i z e  succes s  u n t i l  t h e  m e t r o p o l e s  have broken down i n -  

t e r n a l l y ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  p r i c k  t h e  consc i ences  o f  t h e  

c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  z e t r o p o l e s  and  i n c r e a s i f i g l y  a r o u s e  moral  

i n d i g n a t i o n  and i n s p i r e  a r a d i c e l  p o l i t i c a l  coflscious- 

ness .  Marcuse ? l a c e s  stress, not so  :nuch on  t h e  econoa ic  

impact  t h a t  s t r a g g l e s  have on  t h e  "wel l  f m c t i o f l i n g H  

c a p i t a l i s t  s j a t e m ,  as on t h e i r  d i r e c t  impact  up02 t h e  

s u b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  of m o r a l i t j  and  p o l i t i c a l  consc ious-  

n e s s ,  While t h i s  a s p e c t  of  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  i n  t h e  Th i rd  

8 o r l d  should  no t  b e  d i s r e g a r d e d ,  i t  seems c l e a r  from t h e  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  v i t a l  p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  Thi rd  Vor ld  i n  t h e  

world c a p i t a l i s t  e ~ o n o a ~ ~ ~  t h a t  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s -  

r u p t i v e  impact  t h a t  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u s l e s  have 

i s  upon t h e  cconornic base  o f  t h e  " a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y " ,  and 

th rough  t h a t  a e d i a t i n g  impact t h e 2  have subsequen t ly  



s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f e c t s  u2on t h e  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  c i t i -  

z e n r y  o f  t h e  m e t r o p o l e s .  

I n c r e a s i n g l ; ~ ,  due  t o  t h e  d i x i n i s h i n d  s u p p l i e s  st 

home, t h e  advanced  c a p i t : i l i a t  c o m t r i e s  have  t d r w d  t o  

t h e  T h i r d  ','!orld f o r  n e c e s s a r y  sup; : l ies  o f  raw mate- 

r ia ls .  35 Even though  t r a d e  be tween t h e  advanced cap-  

i t a l i s t  c o ~ n t r i e s  has  i n c r e a s e d  r a n i d l j r  i n  t h e  l a s t  

decade3G i n  p r s p o r t i o n a l l y  g r e a t e r  q u a n t i t i e s  t h a n  has 

t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  T h i r d  World,  t h e  l s t t e r  t r a d e  has a l s o  

i n c r e a s e d  g e a t L d ~ ,  and s e n e r a l i i  i n v o l v e s  v ~ h a t  J a l l 6 e  

t e r m s  w e s s e n t i a l l l  corn:nodi t ies  as opposed  t o  t h e  l a r g e l y  

n n o n - e s s e n t i a l w  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c o r n n o d i t i e s  exchanzed 

be tween  t h e  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n s .  37 This  t r a d e  

in w n o n - e s s e n t i a l w ,  comes i n c r e a s i n g l y  t o  r e s t  upon t h e  

T h i r d  World and i m p e r i a l i s t  t r a d e  i n  l l e s s e n t i a l n  com- 

m o d i t i e s ,  i . e . ,  raw m a t e r i a l s .  The g i a n t  c o r p o r a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y ,  as  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  s t i l l  

r e l y  upon t h e  c 9 i e f  s o u r c e s  o f  raw n a t ~ r i a l ,  l a b o u r ,  and  

o p e n  m a r k e t s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  '!/orld a r e a s  f o r  t h e i r  monopol i s -  

t i c  p o s i t i o n s  and t h e i r  s u p e r  p r o f i t s .  38 The n o v e l t y  of 

c o ; ~ t e a p o r a r y  i n p e r i a l i s s  i s  n o t ,  as  bfarcuse seems t o  

s u g g e s t ,  a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  T h i r d  ' 3o r ld  

i n  t h e  wor ld  economy due  t o  t h e  t r e m e n d o a s  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

and p r o d u c t i v i t y  a d v a n c e s  made i n  t h e  advanced  c a p i t a l i s t  



c o u n t r i e s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t h a t  t h e  ;i.u. i s  r a p i d l y  becomming 

a "have n o t "  n a t i o n  f o r  many e s s e n t i a l  r e s o u r c e s .  39 1n 

t h i s  r e g a r d ,  H.  &lagdoff w r i t e s  t h a t :  

The Thi rd  World . . . h a s  a n  a c e  u p  
its s l e e v e ;  i t s  hand is un t h e  t a p  
c o n t r o l l i n g  a n  e s s e n t i a l  f l ow ,  and 
thds  i t  e n j o j s  3 p o s i t i o n  of s t r e n g t h  LLL 
i n  one r e s p e c t  which must n o t  be 
u n d e r e s t i m a t ~ d  i i n  a d,r~arnic ur,d 
changing world. 4•‹ 

Uarcuse seems perhaps  t o  have i n c o r r e c t l y  c o n s t r u e d  

t h e  meaning o f  t h e  before -expans ion  of i n t e r - i m p e r i a l i s t  

t r a d e  f o r  t h e  impor tance  of  t r a d e  between t h e  advanced 

c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  and t h e  Thi rd  World. H i s  conclu-  

s i o n s  a p p e a r  t o  be b o l s t e r e d  by t h e  r e l a t i v e  and c o n t i n -  

g e n t  " p r o s p e r i t y w  of  c a p i t a l i s m  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  twenty- 

f i v e  y e a r s .  H i s  a n a l y s i s  a p p e a r s  t o  be f u r t h e r  L i a i t e d  

by a pr imary f o c u s  on t h e  f e a t u r e s  rvhich c a p i t a l i s m  

e x h i b i t s  i n  its most advanced a r e a s .  T h i s  f a l s e  a b s t r a c -  

t i o n ,  and t h e  subsequent  p o s i t i n s  o f  one n a s p e c t w  o f  t h e  

t o t a l  c a p i t a l i s t  phenomenon h a s  g iven  r i s e  t o  many of  h i s  
J 

i n c o r r e c t  c o n c l u s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of c a p i -  

t a l i s t  development. 41 This  however i s  not  t o  t a k e  t h e  

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  a c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n a l y  h i g h e r  

i n c r e a s e  i n  i n t e r - c a p i t a l i s t  t r a d e  i s  i n s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r  

a p p r e c i a t i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  and dynamics of  c a p i t a l i s t  

development,  and consequen t ly ,  i t s  deve lop ing  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  



and c r i s e s .  i n d e e d ,  i t  [cay well  be that i n  the p a r t i c u l a r  

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n f i g u r a t i o n ,  t h e s e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a r e  o f  

pr imary irnyortance i n  understand in^ t h e  d y n a ~ i c  and 

l o c a t i o f i  o f  s e v e r e  e c  ~ n o n i c  c r i s i s .  The p o i n t  z e  wish 

t o  aake i s  t h a t  t h i s  i n c r e a s e  i n  i n t e r c a p i t a l i s t  t r a d e  

i n  no way j u s t i f i e s  a conc lus ion  which d imin i shes  t h e  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  i - - ~ r i s l i s t  t r a d e  w i t h  t h e  Thi rd  f io r ld .  

The l a t t e r  t r ~ d e  z i v e s  u s  a much b e t t e r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of  

p r e s e n t  and p o t e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r a l  c r i s e s  i n  advanced cap- 

i t a l i ~ r n . ~ '  The f a c t  i s  t h a t  c a p i t a l i s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  i n  

t h e  i h i r d  Xorld :2reas i s  growing s t e a d i l j  nore  s e v e r e .  43 

I n  t h e  c a s e  of  inves tment  i n  e n t e r p r i s e s  producing 

w n o n - e s s e n t i a l w  commodit ies,  capi:alism can i n  g e n e r a l  

choose an a r e s  which e n j o y s  r e l a t i v e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a b i l i t y  

t o  e s t a b l i s h  s ~ c h  e n t e r p r i s e s .  It i s  s u b s t a n t i a l l ,  d i f -  
where 

f e r e n t  however, i n  t h e  c a s e  of  inves tment  idraw m i t e r i a l s  

a r e  found ,  and as noted e a r l i e r  the;  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g l ,  

b e i n g  found i n  t h e  n e c e s s a r j  q u a n t i t i e s  on12 i n  t h e  Thi rd  

World c o m t r i e s .  4 4  It  i s  f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  that  2 .  J a U a  

w r i t e s :  w I a p e r i a l i s m  does  not  p i l l a g e  t h e  Thi rd  World A- 

d i a b o l i c a l l y  o r  f o r  f u n ,  b u t  because of  v i t a l  n e c e s s i t , ,  

because  i t  c o d d  no t  s u r v i v e  o the rwi se .  ,,4 5 

Not only  a r e  t h e  met ropoles  i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e l i a n t  upon 

t h e  r e s o u r c e s  e x t r a c t e d  f r o 3  t h e  I h i r d  world ,  b u t  a l s o  



they are constantly driven by the inherent logic and 

basic contradiction$ of czpitalist produc2ion and devel- 

opsent to exFand t9eir markets into the Third horld 

areas. 46 

The Third &3rld them b~ increa~ingl~, offers the 

advanced capitalist nations a potential market for the 

inc~easin~ abundance of commodities produced within the 

metropoles. Consequentl2, the most advanced cakitalist 

countries have a vital interest in stifling industrial 

development in these areas. 47 Each move towards indus- 

trialization in the Third 3orld is consequentl; met with 

all the concerted sanctions the aetropoles can nuster. 48 

%herever such industrialization has been s~ccessful, 

capitalism is confronted with a decline in the potential 

rate and degree of exploitation of that area. In the 

last anal~sis it is the tendenc2 of the average rate of 

profit to decline which increasingl; drives capitalist 

investment m d  exploitation into the Third gorid areas, 

as weli as into ~ t h a r  advanced capitaiist nations which 

have lower than average labour costs. The oovious 
-- -- 

C-- 
problea confronting advanced capitalism is that the wide- 

spread industrialization which tends to foliow successful 

national liberation struggles, deprives it not on11 of an 

essential source of "cheapw raw materials but also 



i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e p r i v e s  i t  of  necessar ;  expagsion and 

r e s e r v e  i & b o a r  pools .  L t  is t h s a e  r e a s o n s  wnich Lead 

The p r i n c i p l e  i o y a c t  o f  f o r e i d n  
e n t e r n r i s e s  on t h e  development o f  
underdeveloped c o d n t r i e ;  i i e s  I n  
harden ing  and s t rengthenin:? ,  t h e  
saa, o f  ir;err=hant c a p i t a l i s i d ,  t n z  
s lowing  do~hn and indeed p r e v e n t i n g  
i t s  t r a n s f o r m r t i o n  t o  l u d d s t r i a l  
c a c i t a i i s m .  50 

To use *.G. Pranks  a p t  ph ra se ,  t h e  deveioped coan- 

t r i e s  worx a c t i v e l ,  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  "development o f  under- 

deve lopaen t "  i n  t h e  Th i rd  World. 5 1 

F i n a i l "  i t  should  be re-emphasized t h a t  t h e  Third  

World o f t e n  p rov ides  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o r p o r a t i o n s  of  

advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s  w i t h  s o u r c e s  of  cheap 

l a b o u r ,  enabi inr ;  them t o  r e a l i z e  a hie;her p r o f i t .  I n  

e f f o r t s  t o  c o ~ n t e r a c t  t h e  a forement ioned  tendency of  t h e  

ave rage  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t  t o  f a l l ,  and o r  t o  r e a i i z e  s u p e r  

p r o f i t s ,  c o r p o r z t i c n s  o f t e n  e s t a b l i s h  e n t e r p r i s e s  i n  t h e  

Thi rd  h o r l d  a r e a s  t o  take  advantage of t h e  c h e a ~  and l a r g e  

r e s e r v e  l a b o d r  pool .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  on ly  s i g n i f i c a n t  

" b e n e f i t n  which a c c r d e s  t o  t h e s e  a r e a s  s o  b l e s s e d ,  sterns 

from incoae  i n  t h e  form o f  wages, and low wages a t  t h a t .  + 

+ If wages were f o r c e d  up i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  quch of t h e  
" i n c e n t i v e "  f o r  c a p i t a l i s t  inves tment  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  
would be l o s t .  



C o r p o r a t i o n s  may t h e r e b y  a v o i d  t h e  r e s t r a i n t s  o f  un ion  

o r  gcvernment  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Tore  c r a s s  t, p e s  of worker  

e x p l o i t s t i o n  by s e t t i n g  u p  e n t e r p r i s e s  i f i  t h e s e  areas. 

t h i s  a t t r a c t i o q  zdds  t o  t n e  i n c r e a s i n z l ;  i n t e y s l  ~ o s i -  

t i o n  o c c ~ p i e d  b, t h e  ~ h i r d  i o r l d  s q d  w o r l d  s a p i t a l i s t  

econonJ .  It i s  + h e s c  P e a t a r e s  33: f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  T h i r d  

% o r l d  i n  t h e  t o t a l  c a p i t a i i s t  s ; s t e q ,  ~ ~ h i c h  c a a s e s  s 

t ightenin . ;  u p  o f  t h e  ecoflonic f l e x a 5 i l i t :  x i t h i n  t h e  a e -  

t r o p o l z s  whenever  t h e  ' + i n v e s t m e n t  c l i n s t e n  worsens  o r  i s  

msde i a ? o s s i b l e  be. n a t i o n s 1  l i b e m t i o n  str+,;:les i n  t h e s e  

a r e a s .  52 7 
T h e r e f o r e ,  i? i i z h t  of  t h e s c  f ? . c t o r s ,  t h e  d i s c ~ s s i o n  

w i l l  t u r g  b r i e f l y  t o  3 c , ~ n s i d e r z t i o f l  o f  t h e  p o t e a t i a l  for 

success o f  the c u n e r o u s  n a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  ; t r x : r l e s  - . i n  

t h e  T h i r d  ; ' . c~ r i d+  s n d  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  ond p o t e n t i a l  i v p a c t  

upon capi ' ia l isrf i  a s  a s;lstem. 

In r e c a l l i n g  t h e  uperlin : q u o t g - t i o a  3f t h i 3  s e c t i o n  

t i o n  n o t  o n l y  of t h e  p r o s p e c x s  f o r  f u r t h e r  s u c c e s s  f o r  

c a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  xovements ,  b u t  a l s o  o 3 h e  adverse 

e f f e c t s  s u c h  s t r u g g l e s ,  even i f  s u c c e s s f u l ,  would have 

+ T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  a b o u t  t h e  T h i r d  Uor ld  w i l l  be gene- 
r a l i z e d ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  beyond the scope  o f  t h i s  t hes i s  
t o  d e a l  w i t h  p a r t i c d m  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  
e x c e p t  by way o f  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e .  



upon t h e  s t a b i l i t j  o f  advanced c a p i t a l i s t .  Th i s  i s  n o t  

meant t o  sui;gest t h a t  i t  must be a  q u e s t i o n  of  e i t h e r  

l i b e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  met ropoles  f i r s t  as a p r e c o n d i t i o n  f o r  

l i b e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  t h i r d  World, o r  v i c e  v e r s a .  C l e a r l y ,  

t o  pose such a  q u e s t i o n  r e f l e c t s  a  l a c k  of  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of  

t h e  r e a l  complex i ty  of  i m p e r i a l i s t  r e l a t i o n s .  F u r t h e r -  

more, such a q u e s t i o n  cannot  be answered wi thou t  an  ex- 

t e n s i v e  a n s l y s i s  of  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r i t i e s  o f  i m p e r i a l i s t  

socio-economic and p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  t h i s  h i s -  

t o r i c a l  epoch f o r ,  a s  F. J a l l d e  p o i n t s  o u t :  " the  r e l a -  

t i o n s  between t h e  Third  f io r ld  and impe r i a l i sm  a r e  d i a l e c -  

t i c a l  and no t  a l l  o f  t h e  weapons a r e  on one s i d e .  w53 

Indeed ,  i n  t h e  d i a l e c t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 

t h e s e  two g e n e r a l  segments o f  t h e  world c a p i t a l i s t  eco- 

tlomic sys tem,  i t  may w e l l  be t h a t  t h e  s t r u g g l e s  i n  t he  

Thi rd  8 o r l d  prove most s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  t h e  

f i n a l  d e c l i n e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  system. I n  a n j  e v e n t ,  t o  

w r i t e  i t  o f f  t o  t h e  deg ree  t o  ~ h i c h  d a r c d s e  does  i s  

n a i v e .  Perhaps  t h e  s imple  e x i s t e n c e  o f  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a -  

t i o n  novements i n  t h e  l h i r d  ho r ld  do have a n  i n c r e a s i n g l j  

r a d i c a l i z i n g  e f f e c t  upon t h e  p o l i t i c a l  consc iousnes s  o f  

c e r t a i n  g roups  i n  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y .  However, 

t h e  a r g u a e n t s  cons ide red  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  would seem t o  

l e a d  one t o  d i s a g r e e  tha t  t h i s  i s  t h e i r  most s i g n i f i c a n t  



and  immedia te  e f f e c t .  R a t h e r ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  

c o n s e q u e n t  d e p r i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  manoeuver ing  a p a c e  o f  cap-  

i t a l i s t  economy t h a t  h i l l  have  t h e  most f a r  r e a c h i n g  

e f f e c t s  upon t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  a s  a  sys tem.  

Marcuse i s  mis informed i f  he  s u p s o s e s ,  as he  a p p e a r s  t o ,  

that  t h i s  i s  n o t  o c c u r r i n g .  Such a p o s i t i o n  s e r i o u s l y  

u n d e r e s t i m a t e s  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  T h i r d  

World o c c u p i e s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  sys tem.  It h a s ,  a s  

no ted  e a r l i e r ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  

f o r  a l o n s  t ime w i t h  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  " e x p o r t "  mzaj 

of t h e i r  c r i s e s .  A t  a t ime  s u c h  a s  t h e  p r e s e n t ,  w i t h  

t h e  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  and i n c r e a s i n g  need f o r  e x p a n s i o n  and 

maneouver ins  r o o a  i n  c a p i t a l i s m ,  t h e  c l o s i n g  o f  t h e s e  

t h i r d  & o r l d  a r e a s  t o  such  e x p a n s i o n ,  e x p l o i t a t i o n ,  and 

" e x p o r t e d "  c r i s e s ,  would seem more c a p a b l e  t h a n  e v e r  o f  

i n i t i a t i n g  p e r h a p s  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  

s u b s e q u e n t  c o l l a p s e  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  i g  t h e  m e t r o p o l e s .  54 

C o n t r a r y  t o  % a r c u s e t s  p o s i t i o n ,  i t  seems c l e a r  t h a t  a  

s e r i e s  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  i n  t h e  

T h i r d  Yiorld c o n t r i b u t e  i n  no small way t o  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  

g e n e r a l  c r i s i s  and p e r h a p s  c o l l a p s e  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  

sys tem.  I n d e e d  a s  George Sovack p o i n t s  o u t :  " t h e  s p r e a d  

o f  wor ld  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  a l r e a d y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  s t i f f  j o l t s  

t o  American i a p e r i a l i s a .  ~ 5 5  



$ 
c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n s  w i l l  n o t  a l l o w  " a n o t h e r  Cuban example",  

and h a v i n g  t h e  m i l i t a r y  power and p o l i t i c a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  

t o  back up  i t s  p o s i t i o n ,  i t  w i l l  be s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h i s  

r e u o l u t i o c . r i n d e e d  Marcuse would have  us  b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  
I 

i t  i s  u t o p i a n  t o  e x p e c t  f u r t h e r  s u c c e s s f ~ l  n a t i o n a l  l i b -  

e r a t i o n  s t r u g l e s  a n t i 1  t h e r e  h a s  been a p r i o r  breakdown 

o f  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y  from w i t h i n  t h e  m e t r o p o l e s .  !Ve 

a r g u e  t h a t  s u c h  a v i e *  i s  a n  unfounded5' and a r b i t r a r y  

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  r e s u l t i n g  from U a r c u s e ' s  l a c &  o f  a p p r e c i a -  

t i o n  o f  t h e  p e c u l i a r  socio-economic r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  

t y p i f y  i s p e r i a l i s m  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  h i s t o r i c a l  epoch. 

I t  i s  b a s e d  upon 2 l i n i t e d  and t h e r e f o r e   fault"^ under-  

s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  and dynamic o f  inonopoly c a p i t a l i s m .  

S i n c e  t h e  t ime  % a r c u s e  f i r s t  t o o k  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  s t r u g g l e s  

f o r  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  i n  A s i a ,  A f r i c a ,  and L a t i n  America,  

have  been g rowing  i n  number and i n t e n s i t y , 5 7  and m e e t i n g  

w i t h  i n c r e ~ s i n g  s u c c e s s .  F o r  some y e a r s  now i n  f a c t ,  t h e  

most s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r u s g l e s  between s o c i a l i s m  and  c a p i -  

t a l i s m  have  been i n  t h e  T h i r d  'hor ld  a r e a s ,  i n  Cuba, t h e  

Congo, A l g e r i a ,  Viet-Nam, and t -orea ,  -- i n  A f r i c a ,  L a t i n  

America,  and i n  A s i a .  It i s  l i k e l y  t h a t  s u c h  s t r u g g l e s  

w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  grow b o t h  i n  number and i n  i n t e n s i t y .  

I n d e e d ,  E. M a n d e l t s  a s s e s s m e n t  a p p e a r s  t o  be f a r  more i n  



harmoqy w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  s i t u a t i o n  when he s t a t e s  t h a t :  

The f r i g h t f u l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  s t a n d a r d  
of  l i v i n g ,  t h e  S r u t a l  s ~ b j e c t i o n  of  
one n a t i o n  t o  a n o t h e r ,  p r e p a r e s  t h e  
wa>- f o r  the  m a t e r i a l  r e v o l ~ i t i o n  which 
i n  t u r n  pushes forward t h e  i n d u s t r i a l -  
i z i n g  of t h e  underdeveloped c o u n t r i e s  
and i n t e n s i f i e s  t he  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
con t r ad i c t i on : ?  of c a p i t a l i s m . 5 9  

Techniques  employed b= t h e  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  

powers c o n t a i n  t h i s  ga the r in :  t h e  t h i r d  World 

and t o  e s t a b l i s h  a f a v o r a b l e  " c l ima te"  f o r  inves tment  

( e ~ ~ l o i t a t i o n )  have no t  been a s  Marcuse would have u s  

b e l i e v e .  Go 

However, he seems convinced t h a t  no t  o d d  w i l l  i m -  

p e r i a l i s t  s u p r e s s i o n  of t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s  be s ~ c c e s s f u l  

a s  l o n g  as t h e  domestic s o c i e t y  of  t h e  met ropoles  i s  

s t a b l e ,  b a t  a l s o  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be no h e s i t e n c j  on t h e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  i a p e r i a l i s t  p l i c ;  nake r s  t o  engage e v e r  

more h e a v i l 2 ,  ba, d i r e c t  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  i f  n e c e s s a r y ,  t o  

p reven t  a n o t h e r  "Cuba". 

It a p p e a r s  however, t h a t  no t  ~ n l ,  w i l l  domes t ic  

r e s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  met ropoles  t o  such i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r v e n -  

t ion6 '  be d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n t a i n ,  bu t  a l s o  t h e  impact  o f  

such a c t i o n  upon o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  woj ld  i n c r e a s i n g l j  

c r e a t e  more and perhaps  l a r g e r  problems t h a n  t h o s e  which 

impe r i a l i sm  o r i g i n a l l ,  sought  t o  s o l v e  by such  a c t i o n .  



Given t h e  domest ic  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  G.S. today  and t h e  

s t r o n g  an t i -wa r  s e n t i a e n t s ,  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  sdch 

f a c t a r s  w i l l  i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t ; ,  prove i n c r e a s i n g l j  e f -  

f ~ c t i v e  i n  d e t e r r i n g  t h e  " a f f l u e n t R  s o c i e t y  from t h e  

t o o  r e a d j  e x t e n s i o n  o f  such a c t i o n .  62 

C l e a r l y ,  i n  l i g h t  of  even t h i s  b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n ,  i t  

i s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  Na rcuse ' s  p r e s c r i b e d  ( o r  perhaps  p re -  

d i c t e d )  chronology of e v e n t s  should  be r e j e c t e d  o r  a t  

l e a s t  s e r i o u s l y  modi f ied .  To speak ,  i n  t h i s  age  of  i m -  

p e r i a l i s m  and i n t e n s i f ~ i n ~ ;  and i n c r e a s i n g l y  s u c c e s s f u l  

n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g s l e s  i n  numerous a r e a s  of  t h e  

Thi rd  Bos ld ,  o f  the  a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  smashing cap- 

i t a l i x n  f i r s t  a t  i t s  s t r o n g e s t  l i n k ,  i n  t h e  me t ropo le s ,  

becomes c l e a r l j  l u d i c r o u s .  Conve r s s ly ,  t h i s  i s  no t  t o  

sugges t  t h a t  i t  w i i l  be t h e  Thi rd  Viorld that  i s  e s sen -  

t i a l l b  t h e  p r i o r  a r e a  of  s t r l ~ g g l e .  The p o i n t  h e r e  i s  

m e r e l j  t o  cd t ; i c* the  v a l i d i t y  o f  Marcuse 's  chronology o f  

p o t e n t i a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s u c c e s s e s .  3r as David Horowitz 

p o i n t s  o u t :  

L i b e r a t i o n  i s  no l o n g e r ,  and cannot  
b e ,  a n a t i o n a l  concern:  t h e  dimen- 
s i o n s  o f  t h e  s t r u g g l e  as Lenin  and 
t h e  Bolsht+viciis s o  c l e a r l J  saw, i s  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l :  i t s  r o l e  i s  t h e  
s o c i a l i s t  r ~ v o l u t i o n .  63 



Intercapitalist Competition: 

Marcuse states that: 

. . . if and when there is a 
'conmon enemit outside the cap- 
italist world whose growing 
power and expansion requires the 
maintenance of 'permanent war or 
preparedness economy in which the 
imperialist powers unite, while 
at the same time technological 
progress enables capitaliva to 
maintain this economy without 
noticeably reducing the standard 
of livin~ (perhaps even increasing 
it!), then a situation prevails 
where the very growth of the 
soviet orbit seems to sustain the 
unity and the stabilitj of the 
'iaperialist orbitt.64 

Consequentlj he writes that: nClass struggles are at- 

tenuated and 'imperialist contradictionsf suspended before 

the threat from vuithodt. t*G5 And finallj he states that: 

"Moreover, and the common enemj of all capitalism, corn- 

munism promoted the organization of a common interest su- 

perseding the intercapitalist differences and coaflicts." 66 

darcuse takes the position here that, among other 

stabilizing effects the existence of the Soviet Union and 

other socialist countries poses sLich a threat to capitalism 

that competition between imperialist powers has been 

"frozenw. 67 He argues that this common enemy combined 

with the increasing dgainance of the 3nited States in the 

world economy, has in effect led to a cessation of rivalry 



L f a c t o r s  -- i n c r e a s e d  j . S .  d o n i n a t i o n  of  c a p i t a l i s t  world 

and t h e  e x t e r n a l  t h r e a t  o f  " the  enemy" -- i t  i s  " the  

enemj w68 which Yarcusf s e e s  as  t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t .  

I ndeed ,  he a r g u e s  t h a t  no t  o n l j  does  " t h e  enemyw have t h i s  

cohes ive  e f f e c t  on t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n s ,  but  a l s o  i t  i s  

e q u a l l y  impor t an t  as  a j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  s u s t a i n e d  and i n -  

c r e a s i n :  armament e x p e n d i t u r e s  by t h e  s t a t e ,  which expen- 

d i t u r e s  p rov ide  a " s a f e t y  v a l u e w  f o r  c a p i t a l i s t  problems 

of  ove r -p roduc t ion  and expans ion ,  and thereb ,  h e l p  p revsn t  

p e r i o d i c  c r i s i s .  70 F u r t h e r ,  he a r g u e s  t h a t  " the  enemyw 

h a s  promoted a u_zitjr of i n t e r e s t  among h i s t o r i c a l l y  com- 

p e t i n g  c lasses .  7 1 

I n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  however, c o n s i d e r a t i o n  w i l l  be g i v e n  

o n l y  t o  t h e  v a l i d i t ,  of  t h i s  p ro tosed  " f r e e z i n s W  of  i n t e r -  

c a p i t a l i s t  r i v a l r i e s  and compe t i t i on .  Contrar;  t o  U a r c u s e t s  

view, a nXmber  o f  economist  have concluded t h a t ,  f a r  from 

be ing  " f rozen"  e i t h e r  by g .5 .  economic dominance o r  by 

f e a r  of S o v i e t  d o c k  c o u n t r i e s ,  c o n f l i c t s  and c o n t r a d i c -  

t i o n s  betT.veen competing c a p i t a l i s t  powers i s  on t h e  i n -  

c r e a s e .  72 While i t  i s  c l e a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  post-war 

decade ,  t h a t  t h e r e  was a marked d e c l i n e  i n  such i n t e r -  

i a p e r i a l i s t  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  i t  i s  argued i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  t h a t  

t h i s  was a t r a n s i t o r 2  phenomenon. 73 



Having csme o u t  of  4 o r l d  , , :~r  -wo no t  o n l ,  r e l a t i v e l y  

unsca thed  b u t  e c o n o n i c a l l y  lcuch s t r o n g e r , 7 4  t h e  U . S. 

en joyed  a n  enormous t e c h n o l o g i c a l  and p r o d u c t i v e  advan- 

t a g e  o v e r  o t h e r  i : n p e r i a l i s t  ( o r  f o r m e r  i m p e r i a l i s t )  

n a t i o n s .  75 It was most l ,  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  o t h e r  cap-  

i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  i . e . ,  J a p a n ,  Germany, Eng land ,  e t c . ,  

were e i t h e r  g r e a t l y  weakened o r  c o m p l e t e l ,  s h a t t e r e d  as a 

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  Second Uor ld  war7' t h a t  gave  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  

o f  t h e  permanent  end in& of  i n t e r i m p e r i a l i s t  c o m p e t i t i o n .  

I n d e e d ,  d u r i n g  t h e  decade  f o l l o ~ ~ i n g  t h e  war, most c a p i -  

t a l i s t  powers n e r e  i n  s u c h  a  weakened s t a t e  t h a t  t h e j  

c o d d  no t  have  cornpeted w i t h  t h e  U.S. i f  t h e j  had wanted 

t o .  77 

F u r t h e m o r e  i t  s b o ~ l d  be p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  w h i l e  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  "enemy" as Marcuse c a l l s  i t  doe3 promote 

v e r y i n g  d e g r e e s  o f  u n i t y  be tween c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n s ,  t h e  

r e a l  Long r a n g e  i a p a c t  o f  t h e  "enemy" has been j u s t  t h e  

r e v e r s e  o f  what d a r c u s e  supposes .  I n  t h e  p o s t  Viorld War 

Two y e a r s ,  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  d o v i e t  d i o c k  c o u n t r i e s  

and t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  t i d e  o f  a n t i - i m p e r i a l i s t  c o l o n i a l  r e v -  

78 o l u t i o n s  was a m a j o r  f a c t o r  i n  o b l i g i n g  t h e  J.S. t o  

assist  i n  t h e  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  economies 

of J a p a n ,  Q e s t  Germany, d r i t a i n ,  F r a n c e ,  I t a l i ,  e t c .  A s  

E. Mandel p o i n t s  o u t  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d :  



Confronting these two poles, the 
eastern block and the colonial rev- 
olution, America's global strategy 
was finally forced to restore and 
support the economic strength of 
western .Europe and Japan. It is a 
commonplace to assert that the re- 
birth of West Germany and Japan 
after the second World War was the 
fruit of the Cold War.79 

The U.S. could not hope to confront the threat of 

these two tfenemiesfl alone. Further, there existed the 

danger that these countrLes (Germany, France, Italy, etc.) 

might themselves turn to socialism. 

The Western European capitalist nations and Japan 

enjoyed an extra advantage as a result of this U.S. spon- 

sored economic reconstruction. lnasmuch as their produc- 

tive machinery and enterprises were destroyed, the re- 

building of them not infrequently took advantage of the 

most advanced technology available8' and thereby greatly 

speeded the process whereby it became possible for these 

nations to move into a competitive position vis a vis the 

8.S.A. (their benefactor), 

The argument here is not that these interimperialist 

competitions have reached a peak, but only that the 

movement is in that direction, with Japan on the one hand 

and the increasingly unified Western European capitalist 

powers under the suspices of the European Common l+darket on 



t h e  o t h e r .  It i s  t h i s  re-emergence and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  

o f  i n t e r c a y i t a l i s t  compe t i t i on  which f u r t h e r  p o i n t s  

toward a pe r iod  of  prolonged i n s t a b i l i t y  f o r  i n t e r n a -  

t i o n a l  c a p i t a l i s m .  82 F u r t h e r ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  a t  no 

t ime s i n c e  t h e  Bolshev ic  r e v o l u t i o n  h a s  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

t ha t  o r  any o t h e r  "enemyw s i g n i f i e d  t h e  e l i m i q a t i o n  of  

i n t e r c a p i t a l i s t  r i v a l r i e s .  83 Parcuve has  simply and un- 

c r i t i c a l l y  presupposed t h a t  a g e n e r a i  i d e o l o g i c a l ,  and - 
sornetixes m i l i t a r y ,  u n i t y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a n  end t o  economic 

/ 

r i v a l r y  and compe t i t i on .  Indeed ,  t h e r e  have been p e r i o d s  

where such  r i v a l r j  d e c r e a s e d ,  as was t h e  c a s e  i n  t h e  

a f t e r m a t h  of  World Zar  Two. But as no ted  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  

e x i s t e n c e  of  a n  nenemytq i s  not  a n  adequa t e  e x p l a n a t i o n  

f o r  t h a t  occu r r ance .  If i t  were, how i s  one t o  e x p l a i n  

t h e  re-emergence o f  i n t e r c a y i t a l i s t  c o m p e t i t i o n  p r e c i s e l y  

a t  a t ime when t h e  "enemy appea<s more powerfui  t h a n  .. 
e v e r  i n  n o s t  a r e a s  o f  t h e  world? 

The i z p a c t  o f  such i n c r e a s e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  and con- 

f l i c t s  between competing c a p i t a l i s t  powers r e s u l t s  i n  a n  - 
i n t e n s i f i e d  I n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  o r g a n i c  compos i t ion  o f  cap- - 
i t a l  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t u r n  i n  h i g h e r  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  and sub- 

s e q u e n t l y  a ( t e a p o r a r y  ) h i g h e r  average  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t .  

However, as always under c a p i t a l i s m ,  i n c r e a s e s  i n  t h e  

o r g a n i c  compos i t ion  of  c a p i t a l  t end  t o  be r e f l e c t e d  i n  



i n c r e a s e s  i n  s t r u c t u r a l  unemployment. The United S t a t e s  

which has enjoyed a marked s u p e r i o r i t y  i n  technology and 

product ive p o t e n t i a l  has been a b l e  i n  t h e  p a s t  t o  pay 

r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  wages t o  the  working c l a s s e s  ,84 however, 

as Japan and Western Europe i n c r e a s i n ~ l ;  c l o s e  t h e  tech-  

nology gap,85 i t  becomes more and aore  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  U.S. 

capi ta l i s in  t a  cont inue t o  pay t h e i r  working c l a s s  the  up 

t o  5306 wage d i f f e r e n t i a l  they have enjoyed i n  t h e  pas t  

over  t h e  Japanese and European aorking  c l a s s e s .  86 The 

r e s u l t  must be a forced  decrease  i n  t h e  r e a l  wages of t h e  

U.S. working c l a s s  i f  J . S .  c a p i t a l i s m  i s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  

produce more and aore f o r  an i n c r e a s i n g l y  l a r g e  number 

of people a s  Yarcuse would have us be l ieve ,87  i t  appears  

t h a t  from t h i s  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  a lone ,  more and nore s h a l l  

have l e s s  and l e s s  i n  t h e  " a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y w .  A s  George 

Kovack p r o j e c t s :  

Under i n t e n s i f i e d  f o r e i g n  competi- - 
t i o n  J.S. corpora t ions  w i l l  be i n -  < 

c r e a s i n g l y  *pressed t o  shave t h e i r  \ 

c o s t s ,  beginning with the  c o s t  of 
l abour .  The average wage 91 t h e  
American worker has  ' been 2 1/2 
t imes t h a t  of t h e  West European 
and 5 t imes g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e  
Japanese.  Big bus iness  w i l l  have 
t o  t r y  t o  reduce t h i s  immense wage 
d i f f e r e n t i a l  through d i r e c t  o r  i n A  
d i r e c t  moves a g a i n s t  t h e  ea rn ings  
and l i v i n g  s t andards  of t h e  indus- 
t r i a l  work force .88  



Mot 0 9 l j  f o r e i z n ,  b u t  a l s o  domes t i c  m a r k e t s  must 

s u f f e r  i n c r e a s i n g l y  from t h i s  i n t e n s i f y i n i ;  c o m p e t i t i o n  

between c a p i t a l i s t  powers.  The c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n -  

t i a l  g a p  between U.5. and J a 2 a n e s e  and European t echno-  

l o g i c a l  know-how and consequen t  p r o d u c t i v i t y  r e s u l t s  i n  

t h e  f u r t h e r  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  i n t e r c a p i t a l i s t  compet i -  

t i o n  and t h e  conseqden t  t h r e a t e n i n g  and d i s a p p e a r a n c e  o f  

f o r e i g n  n a r k e t s  even i n  such  p r e v i o u s l ~  J.S. d o a i n a t e d  

f i e l d s  as a u t o m o b i l e s  and s t e e l .  89 

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  ~ r a d u a l  d i s s a p p e a r e n c e  o f  t h i s  produc- 

t i v i t y  d i f f e r e n t i a l  i s  l e a d i n g  t o  s e v e r e  c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r  

U.S. firms even i n  d o m e s t i c  marke t s .  The l o w e r  l a b o u r  

c o s t s  o f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n s  o f  J a p a n  and X e ~ t e r n  

Europe ,  combined w i t h  t h i s  g r a d u a l  n a r r o w i n g  o f  t h e  pro-  

d u c t i v i t y  d i f f e r e n t i a l ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p u t s  2.S. c a p i t a l i s m  

i n  a n  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  i f  no t  o f t e n  i a p o s s i b l e  compe- 

t i t i v e  s i t u a t i o n ,  b o t h  . in d o m e s t i c  and f o r e i g n  marke t s .  
4- 

T h i s  w o r s e n i n s  c o a p e t i t i v e  s i t u a t i o n  t e n d s  t o  pu t  J.S. 

c a p i t a l i s a  i n  t h e  g o s i t i o n  o f  r e a l i z i n g  a "below a v e r a g e w  

r a t e  o f  p r o f i t .  The r e s p o n s e  h a s  a l r e a d y  come i n  t h e  

f o r a  o f  c e r t a i n  t a r i f f  r e s t r i c t i o n s ? '  However, e x t e n s i v e  

moves i n  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  would i n e v i t a b l y  p r e c i p i t a t e  
I 

r e t a l i a t o r y  measures  by o t h e r  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s .  

Given t h e  e s s e n t i a l  g l o b a l  n a t c r e  o f  J.S. c a p i t a l i s m ,  



such  measures would probably  do %ore  daaage t o  t h e  

R economy t h a n  good i n  t h e  l o n g  run .  Consequent ly ,  J.3. 

c a p i t a l i s m  has begun t o  shave p roduc t ion  c o s t s  by i n -  

c r e a s i n g  the  o r g a n i c  c o z p o s i t i o n  of c s p i t a l .  I h i s  r e s u l t s  

i n  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  s t r u c t u r a l  unernyloyrnent9' and a conse- 

quen t  r i s e  i n  c l a s s  consc iousness .  C a p i t a l i s t s  i n  t h e  

" a f f l u e n t n  s o c i e t y ,  i n  f u r t h e r  e f f o r t s  t o  overcome t h e  

i n c r e a s i n g  t r e n d  towards  a n  un favo rab l e  t r a d e  and com- 

p e t i t i o n  p o s i t i o n  and t b e  consequent  t r e n d  towards  t h e i r  

e a r n i n g  lower  t h a g  average  r a t e s  o f  p r o f i t ,  a r e  beg inn ing  

t o  move more of  t h e i r  e n t e r p r i s e s  t o  w i t h i n  t h e  bo rde r s  

o f  t h e s e  c o m p e t i n ~  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  i n  o r d e r  t o  t a k e  

advantage  o f  t h e  lower  l a b o u r  c o s t s . 3 2  Bowever, as cap- 

i t a l  s u r p l u s e s  b u i l d  up w i t h i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  (':estern 

Europe and J a p a n ) ,  i t  would a o t  seem improbable  t h a t  

t h e r e  would e a e r g e  i n c r e a s e d  r e s i s t a n c e  by t h e  i a d i g i n o u s  

c a p i t a l i s t s  t o  such  " r a i d i n g w  of  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e  by 4 .  

t h e i r  compe t i t o r s .  F i n a l l y ,  t h e  Thi rd  f i o r ld ,  a s  mentioned 

e a r l i e r ,  p rov ides  a  v a s t  p o t e n t i a l  s o u r c e  of  t h e  i n c r e a s -  

i@j neces sa rd  cheap l abour .  However, due t o  t h e  

s p r e a d i n g  and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of  S a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n  

s t r u g g l e s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  t hey  do no t  a lways  o f f e r  t h e  

" f avo rab l e  inves tment  c l i m a t e n  neces sa rb .  Indeed ,  i t  i s  

i n c r e a s i n g l y  t h e  c a s e  t b a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n s u r e  t h e  



r e a l i z a t i o n  of  an  " a d e q u a t e n  p r o f i t  and r e t u r n  o f  t h e  

i n i t i a l  c a p i t a l  i n v e s t m e n t ,  t h e  r a t e  o f  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  

b o t h  l a b o u r  and r e s o u r c e s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  must be con- 

t i n u a l l y  i n t e n s i f i e d  t o  i n s u r e  a r e l a t i g e l y  "quick1! 

i n v e s t m e n t  c y c l e .  

Not o n l y  i s  i t  c l e a r ,  e s p e c i a l l y  from t h e  work o f  

E.   ande el,^^ t h a t  i n t e r c a ~ i t a l i s t  c o n p e t i t i o n  i s  n o t  

" f r o z e n n  u n d e r  t h r e a t  o f  t h e  "enemyw, b u t  on  t h e  con- 

t r a r j ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  re-emergence and i n t e n s i f i c a -  
J 

t i o n  o f  sucn  i n t e r c a p i t a l i s t  c o m p e t i t i o n  comes a t  a  most 

i n o p p o r t u n e  t ime f o r  d.S.  c a p i t a l i s m .  The i n c r e a s e d  

f r e q u e n c y  o f  p e r i o d i c  c r i s i s ,  d w i n d l i n g  i n v e s t a e n t  

s e c u r i t y  o f  e s s e n t i a l  T h i r d  Ttorld a r e a s ,  and a g r a i t ~ a l  

c l o s i n g  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  d i f f e r e n t i a l  b e t ~ ~ e e n  3 . S .  

and J a p a n e s e  and  European c a p i t a l i s m ,  a l l  p o i n t  t o  a 

s h r i n k i n g  o f  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  a a n o e u v e r i n g  room o f  advanced 

c a p i t a l i s a .  E. itlandel a r g u e s  t h a t :  " P r o v i d i n g  a wave , 
o f  p r o t e c t i o n i s a  d o e s  no t  e n t i r e l y  a l t e r  t h e  p r e s e n t  

c o u r s e  of 9 o r l d  c a p i t a l i s m ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e  s u c c e s s  o f  Eu- 

r o p e a n  c a p i t a l  i n t e r p e n e t r a t i o n  c o u l d  become a key f a c t o r  

i n  undermin ing  t h e  s o c i a l  e q u i l i b r i u m  o f  America. ,,94 

It s h o u l d  be emphasized however,  t h a t  t h i s  re-emer- 

gence  of i n t e r c a p i t a l i s t  c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  o n l y  j u s t  be- 

g i n n i n g ,  b u t  a l r e a d y  s e r i o u s  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  a r e  b e i n g  



f e l t  i n  t h e  d.3. economy. 9 5  It i s  a l o n g  ran;e t r e n d ,  

and one which p o i n t s  towards s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  

c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  " a f f l u e n t 1 '  s o c i e t y  t h m  illarcuse en- 

v i s a g e s .  

A r m s  Spending: 

Marcuse s t a t e s  t h a t :  

The break  i s  expec ted  t o  coae a b o u t  
th rough  the  r e a c t i v a t i o n  of  t h e  
' i n h e r e n t  i m p e r i a l i s t '  i n  t h e  
i m p e r i a l i s t  camp. They a r e  

f r o z e n  i n  t h e  f i e s t e r p  d e f e n s e  
econoay. 96 

There fo re ,  he concludes  t h a t :  . . . t h e  most promising 

wa; of u t i l i z i n g  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  c r i s i s  i s  t o  under-liine 

t h e  $round of  t h e  'de fense  economy' on which t h e  r e l a -  

t i v e  s t a b i l i t ;  of  c a r i t a l i s m  s t i l l  r e s t s .  119 7 

Marcuse s e e s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t ' s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  

t h e  d t f e n s e  economy a s  r e s t i n g  b a s i c a l l y  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

of  an e x t e r n a l  "enemy i . e . ,  wcommunism~~;98 a n  enemy t h a t  ' 

would have t o  be i nven ted  i f  i t  d i d n ' t  a l r e a d y  e x i s t .  He 

a r g u e s  t h a t  i f  t h e  S o v i e t  5nion p u l l e d  o u t  o f  t h e  arms 

r a c e ,  i t  would undercut  c a p i t a l i s m ' s  e s s e n t i a l  r a t i o n a l e  

f o r  arms s p e n d i n s ,  and t h e r e b y  p r e c i p i t a t e  a major  s t r u c -  

t u r a l  c r i s i s .  i l s ing t h e  same r a t i o n a l e ,  he s t r e s s e s  t h e  

undermining o f  t h e  defense  economy through  t h e  lfemergence" 



( i n  t h e  s t i f l i n g  a tmosphere  o f  t h e  "one d i m e n s i o n a l  

s o c i e t y v f ) ,  o f  a "new n a n w  x7ho " i n s t i n c t u a l l y "  r e j e c t s ,  

among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  . w r f a r e .  K i t h  t h e  s p r e a d  o f  t h i s  

"sew s e n s i b i l i t y w ,  '*new r a t i o n a l i t j  ", e t c . ,  t h e  d e f e n s e  

economy, t h a t  unshakab le  c e n t e r  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  economy, 

w i l l  p e r h a p s  f i n a l l d  b e g i n  t o  show H s i g n s  o f  mount ing  

s t r a i n w .  

While  we c e r t a i n l y  do n o t  mean t o  s u s g e s t  that  arms 

s p e n d i n g  h a s  n o t  and d o e s  n o t  now p l a y  a m a j o r  and  most 

s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  c u r b i n g  o f  p e r i o d i c  and s t ~ u c -  

t u r a l  c r i s e s  i n  c a p i t a l i s m .  However, t o  s e e  i t  as a 

p o t e n t i a l l y  permanent  mechanism ( u n l e s s  u n d e r z i n e d  by 

" s u b j e c t i v e w  t u r n e d  " o b j e c t i v e w  f a c t o r s  i s ,  t o  s a y  t h e  

l e a s t ,  o v e r - s t a t i n g  t h e  c a s e  f o r  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  arms 

s p e n d i n g .  

A s  we nave p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  e a r l i e r  s e c t i o n s ,  cap-  

i ta l i sm i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d e n i e d  t h e  maneouvering room that  

i s  e s d e n t i a l  t o  accomodate t h i s  i n t r i n s i c  need for ex- 

p a n s i o n .  I n  what A. % a n d e l  r e f e r s  t o  as t h e  "epoch o f  

c a p i t a l i s t  d e c l i n e " ,  c a p i t a l i s m  i n c r e a s i n g l y  f i n d s  i t s e l f  

w i t h  enormous amounts o f  s u r p l u s  c a p i t a l  w h i l e  a t  t h e  

same t i m e  w i t h  r a p i d l y  d i m i n i s h i n g  a r e a s  o f  p o t e n t i a l  

i n v e s t m e n t g 3  due  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  t h e  f a c t o r s  p r e v i o u s l y  

d i s c u s s e d .  I f  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  sys tem i s  t o  p e r s i s t  i t  



must have a?  e f f e c t i v e  o u t l e t  f o r  t h i s  g r o w i a ~  c a p i t a l  

s u r p l u s .  I f l c r e a s i n z l y ,  t h i s  f t o u t l e t w  has become i n v e s t -  

ment i n  arms. There c a n  be no doub t  t h a t  such arms 

s p e n d i n g  has ? r o v l d e d ,  h o w ~ v e r  i m p e r f e c t l y ,  t h e  answer  

t o  t h e  bi2,gest  q u e s t i o n  f a c i n g  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  i t s  most 

advanced s t a g e s :  The q u e s t i o n ,  "03 what s h a l l  we spend 

s u r p l u s e s ? "  

Arm s p e n d i n g  h a s  p r o v i d e d  t h e  w a f f l u c n t  s o c i e t y w  

v i t h  an e s s e n t i a l  mechanism f o r  p r o l o n g i n s  i t s  e x i s t e n c e  

by making a v a i l a b l e  a n  e n o r a o u s  r e p l s c e a e n t  marke t .  

While  t h i s  f a c t o r  :nust n o t  be o v e r l o o k e d ,  n e i t h e r  must 

t h e  l i a i t a t i a n s  and d e f e c t s  o f  s u c h  a " s a f e t y  v a l v e n .  

One l i m i t a t i o g  t o  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  arms spe9di ;g  i n  

d e f e r r i n 2  c a p i t a l i s t  c r i s e s  i s  t h a t  s u c h  i n v e s t m e n t  

r e s u l t s  i n  a p r o c e s s  o f  c o n t r a c t e d  r e p r o d u c t i o n  which i n  

t u r n  r e s u l t s  i n  a ions te rm t r e n d  towards  c u r r e n c y  i n -  

f l a t i o n .  loo Once f u l l  e n p l o p e n t  o f  t he  means of  p ro -  

d u c t t o n  and L4boar have  been  r e a c h e d ,  t h e r e  c a n  be  no 

f u r t h e r  e x p a n s i o n  o f  ~ i l i t a r y  s p e n d i n g  u n l e s s  r e s e u r c e s  

a r e  t r a n s f e r r e d  from o t h e r  s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  ecoriomy t o  t h e  

m i l i t a r 2  s e c t o r .  T!lis c o n t r s c t e d  r e p r o d u c t i o n  s e t s  i n  

f i r s t  i n  t f iose  economic s e c t o r s  ,v;hich a r e  i n  c o m p e t i t i o n  
101 

w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e c t o r  f o r  r e s o d r c e s .  It i s  pos-  

s i b l e  however,  t o  s t i l l  have  expend ing  r e p r o d u c t i o n  i n  



t h i s  s e c t o r ,  b u t  on ly  i n  s o  f a r  as t h e  r a t e  o f  expan- 

s i o n  remains s t a b l e  o r  d e c l i n e s  s o  t h a t  most o f  t h e  new13 

a v a i l a b l e  r e s o u r c e s  go t o  t h e  r n i l i t a r y  s e c t o r .  T h i s  i f l -  

c r e a s i n g  investment  and expend i tu re  i n  t h e  arms s e c t o r  

r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  Larze i n c r e a s e  in t h e  a v a i l a b l e  p u r -  

c h a s i ~ g  power, wh i l e  a t  t h e  same t ime,  because o f  t h e  

con t rac t in* ;  rec roduc  t i o n  brought  about  by s u c h  s?ending ,  

t h e r e  a r e  r e l a t i v e l d  fewer  c3nsuner  goods a v a i l a b l e  on 

t h e  market .  The consequence of t h i s  i s  a a o r e  o r  l e s s  

permanent tendency t o x a r d s  c a r r e m y  i n f l a t i o n .  lo2 ~ n -  

c r e a s i n g l ,  t h e  $&age rises of  t he  unde r ly ing  popu ia t i on  

s e r v e  021; t o  s t a b i l i z e  t h e  f a l l i n s  n r e a l t *  wa2es. It i s  , 

t h i s  r e s s l t  which l e a d s  Pau l  da ran  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  

t h a t :  

Such a c o u r s e ,  however, while  
c r e a t i n g  t h e  semblance o f  "a 
good t ime had bg a l l m ,  amounts t o  
a coq t inuous  d i s s i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  
n a t i o n ' s  economic s u r p l u s  and 
l e a d s  t o  no i;n_crovrnent c f  t h e  
people  * s  r e a l  income. 'dorse 
s t i l l ,  i t  cannot  be fo l lowed  
i n d e f i n a t e l y .  The common man, 
employed and hardworking but  
s e e i n g  no advances  i n  h i s  l i v i n g  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  i s  bound t o  g e t  i n -  
c r e a s i n g l y  weary o f  b e i n g  t axed  J u s t  
t o  m a i n t a i n  a m i l i t a r y  es tab l i shmef i t  
t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  which becomes i n -  
c r e a s i n g l y  doub t fu l . 103  

Perhaps  however t h e  a o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  l i m i t a t i o n  



which arms s p e n d i n g  g i v e s  r i s e  t o  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  t e c h -  

n o i o g i c a l  and s c i e n t i f i c  a d v a n c e s  a c h i e v e d  by t h z  inas- 

s i v e  r e s e a r c h  s y o n s e r e d  by t h e  armament i n d u s t r i e s  and 

government .  These d i s c o v e r i e s  a r e  f r e ~ u e n t l y  employed 

i n  m a ~ i n s  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  p r o c e s s e s  more e f f e c t i v e  and 

e f f i c i e n t ,  f i r s t  i n  t h e  armament i n d u s t r y  and t h e n  

s p r e a d i n g  t o  o t h e r  e n t e r p r i s e s .  l o t i v a t e d  by t h e  a f o r e -  

ment ioned t e n d e n t i a l  f a l l  i n  t h e  a v e r a s e  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t ,  

t he  i n c r e a s e d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  s c i e n t i f i c  and t e c h n o l o -  

g i c a l  knowledge makes p o s s i b l e  a speed-up o f  t h e  ai- 

r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  t r e n d  i n  c a p i t a l i s t  e n t e r p r i s e s  towards  

a n  i n c r e a s i n g  o r g a n i c  c o m p o s i t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l .  The 

o f  t h i s  i s  a c o n t i n u o u s  r e d u c t i o n  i n  t!le p r o p o r t i o n  o f  

c a p i t a l  needed f o r  l a b o u r  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  p r o c e s s ,  and 

a consequen t  r i s i n g  o f  s t r u c t d r a l  unerngloyment. A s  P a u l  

d a r a n  and r a u l  dweezy p o i n t  o u t :  

I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  huge m i l i t a r y  o u t  - 
l a y s  o f  t c d a y  may even be c o n t r i b -  
u t i n g  s u o s ; a ~ t i a l l y  t o  a n  i n c r e a s e  
i n  unemployment: many new techno-  
l o g i e s  which a r e  by-produc t s  o f  
m i l i t a r y  r e z e a r c h  and development  
a r e  a l s o  a p p l i c a b l e  t o  c i v i l z a n  
~ r o d u c t i o n ,  where t h e y  a r e  q u i t e  
l i k e l y  t o  have t h e  e f f e c t  of 
raisinc:, p r o d u c t i v i t y  and r e d u c i n g  
t h e  demand f o r  l a b o u r . 1 0 4  

Indeed, t h i s  is no e x a g g e r a t i o n ,  as ben 9. Se l igman 

c l e a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e s  i n  h i s  book, at: I---, - i rj.> kt. , . I . .  c t  



of t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  r e v o l u t i o n  on s t r u c t u r a l  unemploy- 

ment. '05 C a p i t a l i s t  e n t e r p r i s e  seems h i g h l y  r e l u c t a n t  

t o  a l l o w  governmen? expenditure on t h e  massive s c a l e  ne- 

c e s s a r y  t o  p rov ide  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  " s a f e t y  v a l v e n  f o r  t h e  

i n c r e a s i n g  ~urpius of c a p i t a l .  Expend i tu re s  such as 

p u b l i c  hous ing ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  medical  r e s e a r c h ,  e t c . ,  do 

no t  p rov ide  t h e  i n v e s t a e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  neces sa ry ;  

f u r t h e r m o r e  such  p roduc t s  a r e  no t  s o  e a s i l y  d e s t r o y e d  t o  

p rov ide  a huge replacemefit  marke t ,  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  i n  arms 

produc t ion .  We should  no t  ove r iook  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  arms 

spending  on such a  s c a l e  s e r v e s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  cap i -  

t a l i s t s  inasmuch as i t  b e t t e r  e n a b l e s  t h e  s e c u r i n g  o f  

marke t s  and inves tment  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c a p i t a l i s t  e n t e r -  

p r i s e s  abroad .  3e rhaps  we should  a l s o  no t e  t ha t  t h i s  a t -  

t r a c t i o n  of  arms spending  may become i n c r e a s i n g l y  irnpor- 

t h a t  w i t h  t h e  m e r g e n c e  c f  t h e  a f o r e n e n t i o n e d  i n t e r c a p i -  

t a l i s t  r i v a l r i e s .  Zons ide r ing  t h a t  f a c t o r  and a l s o  o s r  

e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  on t h e  economic p o s i t i o n  and p o l i t i c a l  
C 

c l i m a t e  of t h e  Thi rd  W ~ r l d  t oday ,  i t  does  not  see3  improb- 

a b l e  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  be  a n  i n c r e a s e d  emphasis  p l aced  

upon such  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  and consequec t ly  and i n c r e a s e  i n  

t h e  adve r se  e f f e c t s  of  such e x p e n d i t u r e s .  It  i s  t h e s e  

f a c t o r s  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  mernployment and cur rency  i n f l a t i o n ,  

as w e i l  as t h e  wea r ines s  t h a t  deve lops  i n  t h e  unde r ly ing  



p o y d a t i o n  from war p repa rednes s  and a c t a a l  Zar,  l C 5  

which i n d i c a t e  d e f i n i t e  l i m i t a t i o n s  t o  aras spendin& as 

a ' t cu re - a l l t '  f o r  the: c a p i t a l i s t  systern i n  t h i s  e:,och of  

s h r i n k i n &  n a r k e t s  ,dixninisl5qg r e s o u r c e s ,  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r -  

c a p i t a l i s t  c o m p e t i t i o n ,  subsequent  i n c r e a s i n g  o r g a n i c  

compos i t ion  o f  c s p i t a i ,  and i n c r e a s i w  demands f o r  

" real t t  wade i n c r e a s e s .  For  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  we s h a r e  I a u l  

d a r a n l s  v iew on  t h e  shor tcomings  of  arms spending  as a 

" s a f e t y  v a l v e "  f o r  c a p i t a l i m t s  i n t r i n s i c  need f o r  ex- 

pansion.   onced ding t h e  obvious  immediate remedial 

e f f e c t s  o f  such  spending he a rgues :  

3 u t  a s  w i t h  lnanj o t h e r  n a r c o t i c s ,  
t h e  a r p l i c s b i l i t y  of t h i s  s h o t  i n  
t h e  arm i s  l i m i t e d ,  and i t s  e f f e c t  
i s  s h o r t - l i v e d .  What i s  worse,  i t  
f requent l ;  a g g r a v a t e s  t h e  long-run 
c o a d i t i o n  of t h e  p a t i e n t .  107 

We have nDw cons ide red  t h e  a a i n  f e a t u r e s  of  

d a r c u s e ' s  n a n a l y s i s "  3f t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and t e n d e n c i e s  

o f  c a p i t a l i s m  i n  ihis p a r t i c u l a r  pe r iod .  Cons ide r ing  t h e  

v a r i o u s  p r o b l e a s  covered ,  t h e  coanen t s  have Seen n e c e s s a r -  e 

iLy b r i e f .  Each of  t h e  f s u r  main premises  u n d e r l i i n g  

Marcuse t s  c o n c l u s i o n s  r e g a r d i n 5  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  a f  advanced 

c a p i t a l i s m  has been a s s e s s e d  and faund  t o  be i n  va ry ing  

d e g r e e s  of d i s h a r a o n j  with t h e  a c t u a l  s t a t e  o f  a f f a i r s  

and t endenc i e s .  He has argued t h a t  advanced c a ~ i t a l i s r n  



e x h i b i t s  a s t n b i l i t j  and cohes ion  "unknown i n  t h e  h i s -  

t o r y  of ca9 i t a l i smf l .  Fur thermore ,  he  s e e s  a t r e n d  l e a d i n g  

toward ever  g r e a t e r  s t a b i l i t y  and u n i t y .  B o l s t e r e d  b, 

t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  c a n c e n t r a t i o n  of  economic and p o l i t i c a l  

power, advances i n  t echnology ,  t h e  " f r eez ing"  o f  i n t e r -  

n a l i s t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  end a l s o  t h e  " f r e e z i n g "  o f  c l a s s  

s t r u g g l e s  (b rough t  on  we w i l i  resember  b i  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  

of t h e  o u t s i d e  t'enernji", communism), and t h e  " s a f e t y  

v a l v e "  of arms spena ing ,  d a r c u s e  s e e s  c a p i t a l i s m  a s  

c a p a b l e  o f  s u s t a i n i n g ,  perhaps  i n d e f i n a t e l y ,  t h i s  p e r i o d  

of s t a b i ~ i t j  and p roduc t ive  development. 3 a r r i n g  t h e  

r e j e c t i o t l  of c a p i t a l i s m  f r o 3  w i t h i n  h; a "new mantt, " t h e  

Grea t  H e f u s a i w ,  c a p i t a l i s m ' s  f u t u r e  seems more s e c Q r e  

now t h a n  e v e r  before .  F i n a l l y  and i n  a c l e s r  s h i f t  t o  a 

s u b J e c t i v e  approach  t o  the problem of  l i b e r a t i o n ,  he  con- 

c l u d e s  t h a t :  "The t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  economic i n t o  r a d i c a l  

p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e  would be t h e  consequence r a t h e r  t h a n  
, ,I33 t h e  czuse  o f  change. 

The arguments p re sen ted  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  have t r i e d  

t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  ha rcuse  has unae re s t ima ted  ( i n  many 

c a s e s  grossly ) t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  problems i n h e r e n t  i n  con- 

temporarJ c a p i t a l i s m .  2 0 t h  p e r i o d i c  c r i s i s  and i n t e n -  

sified i n t e r c a p i t a l i s t  c o a p e t i t i o n  l e a d  t o  a  d e c l i n e  i n  

t h e  ave rage  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t .  Consequen t l i  t h e r e  i s  a n  



i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r a t e  of i n c r e a s e  o f  o r g a n i c  corn-- 

p o s i t i o n  of c a p i t a l  i~ o r d e r  t o  c o a n t e r a c t  t h i s  t r end .  

Fur thermore ,  t h i s  s~tbse(;uent  r i s e  i n  t h e  o r p n i c  compo- 

s i t i o n  of c a p i t a l  and the  consequent  i n c r e a s e s  i n  s t r u c -  

t u r a i  unemglo, a e n t  and d e c r e a s e  i n  g u r c h a s i n s  power 

combined :vith re-ernerzins i g t e r c a p i t a l i s t  c o n p e t i t  i o n  

l e a d s  t o  a f u r t h e r  a g r a v a t i o n  o f  t h e  p rob len  a s  c a p i -  

t a l i s t s  f i g d  i t  i n c r e a s i q g l ;  d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a l i z e  an 

"zcceg tab l e "  p r o f i t .  iiilch o f  t he se  c r i s e s  have been and 

i n  f a c t  s t i l l  a r e  "expor ted"  t o  t h e  T h i r d  Xorld c o u n t r i e s  

by t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of  z o n o p l y  c o n t r o l l e d  marke t s ,  

::s x c e s  o f  raral ~ i n s t e r i a l ,  and s o u r c e s  o f  cheap l abour .  

50 vpver ,  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r c a p i t s l i s t  c o a p e t i t i o n  t e n d s  t o  

underzu t  t he se  marhets whi l e  on t h e  o t h e r  hand i n t e n -  

s i f i e d  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g ~ l e s  c r e a t e  a n  "unfavor-  

a b l e  i n v e s t n e n t  c l i m a t e n .  hloreover, when such s t r u g g l e s  

are s u c c e s s f u l  they o f t e n  l e a d  t o  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  o f  

t h e s e  arezis and c s u s e  a consequent  f u r t h e r  sh r inkage  of  

marke t s ,  s o u r c e s  of  cheap raw m a t e r i a l s  and cheap l a b o u r  

i r o n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  F i n a l l y ,  whi le  arms spending  has 

c l e s r l y  provided a  s i z n i f i c a n f  s a i e t j  v a l v e  f o r  c z p i t a l i s t  

expans ion  needs ,  which have been a z g r a v a t e d  by t h e  above- 

mentioned f a c t o r s ,  we have s een  t h a t  such spend ins  a l s o  

has l o n g  term a d v e r s e  r e p e r c u s s i o n s  on t h e  system. Yot 



o n l y  does  i t  c r e a t e  a permanent t r e n d  towards  cu r r ency  

i n f l a t i o n  bu t  a l s o  t he  n e c e s s a r y  r e s e a r c h  f o r  such i n -  

d u s t r i e s  not  i n f r e q u e n t l y  l e a d s  t o  f u r t n e r  i n c r e a s e s  i n  

t h e  a l r e a d y  speeded up  r a t e  of i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  o r g a n i c  

compos i t ion  of  c a p i t a l ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  s o c i a l  

r e p e r c u s s i o n s .  

C l e a r l y  t h i s  does not  do f a l l  j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  complex 

i n t e r i d l a y  of  f o r c e s  l e a d i n s  t o  t h e  "epoch of c a p i t a l i s t i c  

dec l ine1 ' .  However, i t  should  be a t  l e a s t  minimal ly  

c l e a r  from t h i s  and t h e  preceedin:  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t  a l l  

i s  n o t  as w e l l  i n  t h e  " a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y "  as Narcuse 

s u s p e c t s .  

I n  summary, i t  should  be argued tha t  c o n t r a r y  t o  

Marcuse ' s  c o n c l ~ s i o n s ,  i t  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l j  appa ren t  t h a t  

wh i l e  c a p i t a l i s t ,  a t  s u b s t s n t i a l  s a c r i f i c e  t o  t h e  under-  

l y i n g  p o p u l a t i o n ,  con t a ined  t h e  f i r s t  and second indus-  

t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  framework of p r i v a t e  

p r o p e r t y ,  t h e  t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  p r e s e n t l y  

t a k i n g  @ace s t r a i n s  t h e  boundar ies  o f  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  

t o  t h e i r  l i m i t s  and i n c r e a s i n g l y  shows i t s e l f  t o  be com- 

p l e t e l y  a n t i t h e t i c a l  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  p r o d u c t i v e  p ro-  

c e s s e s  and,  t o  p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  i n  g e n e r a l .  log A l l  t h i s  

i s  n o t  meant t o  sugges t  t h a t  such i n t e n s i f i e d  c r i s e s  and 

p o t e n t i a l  c o l l a p s e  of  c a p i t a l i s m  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i l y  o r  



a u t o m a t i c a l l y  l e a d  t o  a s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n .  Given t h e  

o b j e c t i v e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  t h a t  even t  w i l l  depend upon 

" s u b j e c t i v e w  f a c t o r s ,  and a p p r o p r i a t e  p r a c t i c e .  A s  

H. Lefebvre  p o i n t s  o u t  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  "a r e v o l u t i o n  i s  

t h e  consequence of  a s t r u c t u r e  , but  a r e v o l u t i o n a r y  even t  

depends upon s c o n j u n c t i o n  o f  c i r cums tances .  n l10  The 

p o i n t  should  a l s o  be made t h a t  g iven  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  

f o u r  premises  cons ide red  i n  t h i s  chap te r  i n  l a r g e  p a r t  

provided t h e  m a t e r i a l  b a s i s  and consequent  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  

f o r  & a r c u s e ' s  s eek ind  a '*new r o u t e n  t o  l i b e r a t i o n ,  t h e  

demons t r a t i on  of t h e  weakness o f  t h e s e  fundamental  y r e -  

mises  subseqden t ly  under c u t s  h i s  wa r r an t  f o r  h i s  sub-  

s equen t  s h i f t  of  f o c u s  t o  p r i m a r i l y  " s u b j e c t i v e "  f a c t o r s .  

He c l e a r l y  s t i l l  s e e s  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  as 

n e c e s s a r , ,  b u t  he now p l a c e s  major  emphasis  upon "sub- 

j e c t i v e "  f a c t o r s  t o  r e a l i z e  t h i s ,  i . e . ,  t h e  impact  of  

t h e  nnea manw and t h e  wGreat  R e f u s a l w  on t h e  smooth func -  

t i o n i n g  economy. R e j e c t i n 2  o r  denying t h e  e f f i c a c y  of  

t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  impe r i a l i sm  and t h e  i n t e r -  

n a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  t o  b r i n g  about  a major  

c r i s i s  i n  t h i s  epoch of " d e l i v e r i n g  t h e  goodsw and so-  

p h i s t i c a t e d  " t e c h n o l o g i c a l  manipu la t ion" ,  he p i n s  h i s  

hopes  f o r  a  r e a c t i v a t i o n  and p r e c i p i t a t i o n  o f  c r i s i s  

i n s t e a d ,  on t h e  "new mann, t h e  "new r a t i o n a l i t y N ,  and 



t h e  "new s e n s i b i l i t y w .  He w r i t e s  t h a t :  

The r a d i c a l  s o c i a l  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  
a e s t h e t i c  needs becomes e v i d e n t  as 
t h e  demand f o r  t h e i r  s o s t  elemen- 
t a r y  s a t i s f a c t i o n  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  
group a c t i o n  on a l a r e e  s c a l e  from 
t h e  harmless  d r i v e  f o r  zon ing  regu- 
l a t i o n s  and a  modicum o f  p r o t e c t i o n  
from n o i s e  and d i r t  t o  t h e  p re s -  
s u r e  f o r  c l o s i n g  whole c i t y  a r e a s  t o  
au tomob i l e s ,  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  t r a n -  
s i s t e r  r a d i o s  i n  a l l  p u b l i c  p l a c e s ,  
decommerc ia l iza t ion  o f  n a t u r e ,  
t o t a l  urban r e c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  c o n t r o l  
o f  b i r t h  r a t e  -- such a c t i o n  would 
be i n c r e a s i n g l y  subve r s ive  of  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  c a p i t a l i s m  and 
t h e i r  mora l i t y .  The q u a n t i t y  of 
such reforms would t u r n  i n t o  qua- 
l i t y  o f  r a d i c a l  change t o  t h e  degree  
t o  which they  would weaken t h e  economic, 
p o l i t i c a l ,  and c u l t u r a l  p r e s s u r e  and 
power groups  which have a v e s t e d  i n -  
t e r e s t  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  t h e  environment 
and e c o l o  y  o f  p r o f i t a b l e  merchan- 
d i z i n g .  117 

And f u r t h e r  he  adds  t h a t :  

The on - func t ion ing  of t e l e v i s i o n  
and t h e  a l l i e d  media might t h u s  
be a b l e  t o  ach ieve  what t h e  i n -  
h e r e n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  of  c a p i -  
talism d i d  no t  ach ieve  -- t h e  d i s -  
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  system. 112 

Again,  we a r e  no t  a r g u i n g  t h a t  s u b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  a r e  

unimportant  i n  p r e c i p i t a t i n g  a c r i s i s  i n  c a p i t a l i s m .  

However, c o n t r a r y  t o  J a r c u s e ,  who seems t o  be very  much 

impressed by t h e  r e l a t i v e  s t a b i l i t y  which c a p i t a l i s m  has  

enjoyed f o r  t h e  p a s t  few g e a r s ,  ( l a r g e l y  due t o  t h e  



i 
t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  and t h e  p o s t  war c o n s t r u c -  

t i o n  and expans ion :  we have concluded t h a t  t h i s  a p p a r e n t  

s t a b i l i t y  i s  n e i t h e r  "deep-rooted"  n o r  ' lpermanentW, and 

t h e r e f o r e  such f a c t o r s  a r e  s t i l l  by f a r  t h e  most s i g n i -  

f i c a n t  ones t o  c g n s i d e r  i n  any e f f o r t  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  po- 

t e n t i a l  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  change i n  t h e  advanced indus-  

t r i a l  s o c i e t y .  Indeed ,  t h e  i n h e r e n t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  of  

c a p i t a l i s m  remain t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  of  a l l  o b s t a c l e s  

t o  t h e  con t inued  s u r v i v a l  and "we l l - func t ion ing"  o f  cap- 

i t a l i sm as a system. Henr i  Lefebvre  @ r i t e s :  

A l thoush  they  a r e  b e l i t t l e d  d u r i n g  
s t a g n a n t  p e r i o d s  f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  
t h o s e  who p r e s e r v e  s t a g n a t i o n  -- 
t h o s e  who show contempt f o r  h i s t o r j  
and t h o s e  who a r e  p reoccupied  w i t h  
s t a b i l i t y  -- e v e n t s  r e - a c t i v a t e  t h e  
movement o f  b o t h  thought  and prac-  
t i c e .  They p u l l  t h i n k e r s  o u t  o f  
t h e i r  comfor tab le  s e a t s  and plunge 
them headlong i n t o  a wave of con- 
t r a d i c t i o n s .  Those who a r e  ob- 
s e s s e d  w i t h  s t a b i l i t y  l o s e  t h e i r  
s m i l i n g  conf idence  and good humor. 113 
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THE REVOLilTIOlVARY AGGNT 

I n t r o d u c t i o n :  

Marcuse 's  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  one d i m e n s i o n a l i t d  of  t h e  

" a f f l u e n t "  s o c i e t y ,  wh i l e  p e n e t r a t i n g  and a c c u r a t e  i n  

many r e s p e c t s ,  a p p e a r s  o f t e n  t o  l e a n  towards  a p e c u l i a r l y  

f u n c t i o n a l i s t i c  and a h i s t o r i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  much i n  t h e  

same manner a s  do c e r t a i n  f e a t u r e s  of  h i s  economic "ana l -  

y s i s " .  I n  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  working c l a s s ,  

Xarcuse a r g u e s  t h a t  "new working c l a s s "  i s  g r a d u a l l y  coming 

t o  occupy t h e  key o p e r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

r e v o l u t i o n i z e d  aeans  o f  p roduc t ion .  He a a i n t a i n s  t h a t  

t h i s  h i g h l y  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  and complex new p roduc t ive  

n a c n i n e r j  n e c ~ s s i t a t e s  a  permanent upswing i n  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  

e d u c a t i o n  and s ~ i l l  l e v e l s  of  t h e  working c l a s s .  Employers, 8 

he i n s i s t ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p r e f e r  hi.ghlJ s k i l l e d  and educa ted  

workers ,  s o  t h a t  au tomat ion  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  o u s t i n g  of  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  l a b o u r i n g  c l a s s  from i t s  key o p e r a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  

i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  p r o c e s s e s .  I n  consequence of  t h i s  

changing s t r u c t a e  i n  t h e  workin& c l a s s ,  Marcuse p o i n t s  

o u t  t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  neces sa ry  " i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t  i n -  

t e l l e g e n t s i a w  a u s t  be drawn from t h e  h i g h l y  educa ted  

youngz Consequently he a rgues  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  r e b e l l i o n  



B 
rooted  i n  a f f luency  and manifes t ing  an i n c r e a s e  i n  i n -  

t e n s i f i e d  "Eras" h i t s  t h e  wwel l - funct ioning"  system a t  

perhaps i t s  a o s t  v - ~ l n e r a b l e  s A ~ o t .  

F i n a l l y  he a rgues ,  t h a t  dde t o  the  "saooth func- 

t i o n i n g "  and expendins a f f luency  of the  system, combined 

w i t h  the ixpac t  of the  mass rnedias manipulat ion of con- 

sc iousness  snd the  i n s t i n c t s ,  t h e  workins c l a s s ,  t h e  f o r -  

merly p i v o t a l  r e v o l d t i o n a q  agen t ,  has become i n t e g r a t e d  

i n s t i n c t u a l l j ,  biologic all^, and even p h j s i o l o ~ i c a l l , ,  

i n t o  t h e  dvmlnant and represdive  c u l t u r e  of t h e  s t a t u s  

quo. F u r t h e r ,  he i n s i s t s  t h a t  a "mere1' but c l e a r l j  i m -  

probable (g iven  h i s  economic n a n a l y s i s w ) ,  re-emergence of 

economic i n s t a b i l i t y  would not  n e c e s s a r i l y  motivate  t h e  

re-emergence of a r a d i c a l  c l a s s  c o ~ s c i o u s n e s s ,  due t o  

t h e  wthoroughne3s" of i t s  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  system. 

The New Working Class:  

Marcuse s t a t e s  t h a t :  

The long range t r end  t o  r ep lace  
heavy p h i s i c a l  l abour  by t e c h n i c a l ,  
mental energy, inc reased  the  s o c i a l  
need f o r  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y  t r a i n e d ,  
i n t e l l i g e n t  workers; a  cons ide rab le  
p a r t  of t h e  s tuden t  p o p d a t i o n  i s  
prospect ive  working c l a s s  -- 'new 
working c l a s s 1 ,  not  only not  expen- 
dab le ,  but a l s o  v i t a l  f o r  the  growth 
of t h e  e x i s t i ~  s o c i e t y .  The s tuden t  
r e b e l l i o n  h i t s  t h i s  s o c i e t y  a t  a 
vu lne rab le  po in t .  1 



Further he argues that: 

This student intelii~entsia is poten- 
tialiy a revoi~tionary group because 
from this goup, capitalism will 
recruit its future cadres in the 
productive process, its technicians, 
scientists, engineers, mathemati- 
cians, even sociologists and psy- 
chologists, and perhaps even phi- 
losophers. This group will assume 
an increasingly basic function in 
the productive process itself. 

Therefore he states that: 

. . . precisely those strata of the 
workins class which bore, and still 
bear, the brunt of brute exploita- 
tion will perfora a gradually di- 
ainishing function in the process 
of production. The intelligentsia 
obtains an increasingly decisive 
role in this process . . . This 
'new working classt, could disrupt, 
reorganize, and redirect the mode 
and relationships of production.3 

Finally, as for the "old working classr1: "The chances of 

promotion decline as manadement prefers engineers and col- 

lege gaduates. n 4 

Marx noted long ago, and the observation remains true 

today, that capitalism exists only by continually revolu- 

tionizing the means of production. Capitalist reaction to 

the tendencial fall in the average rate of profit has, 

among other things, resulted (as noted earlier) in a 

steady increase in the organic composition of capital. 

This trend has in the last decade or so seen the application 



of  computers i n  a  viide v a r i e t y  of  t e c h n i q u e s  of  a u t o -  

mat ion t o  the  p roduc t ive  p r o c e s s  on a s c a l e  s c a r c e l y  

imagined i n  t h e  1 3 t h  c e n t u r y .  The i a p a c t  of  t h i s  p a r t i -  

c u l a r  phase i n  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  o r g a n i c  compos i t ion  of cap- 

i t a l  on t h e  coinposi t ion of t h e  working c l a s s  has been 

p e c u l i a r  and,  a s  i s  t h e  case  w i t h  Marcuse, h a s  o f t e n  

prompted premature and t h e r e f o r e  mi s l ead ing  conc lus ions .  

S ince  t h e  e a r l y  f i f t i e s  t h e  " t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  

h a s  ga ined  momentum. S o c i a l  s c i e a t i s t s  s t u d y i n &  i t s  

impact  on t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and compos i t ion  of  t h e  

working c l a s s  such  as  (2.1. walker5  and Dan ie l  B e l l ,  6 

7 (whom @arcuse  r e l i e s  upon h e a v i l y  ) have i n  t h e i r  enthu-  

s iasm o f t e n  t aken  a narrow and i n  some r e s p e c t  a n  h i s t o -  

r i c a l  view o f  t h i s  phenoaenom. 

I t  i s  t h e  t o o  o f t e n  u n c r i t i c a l  a ccep t ance  of  C.R. 

Walker ' s  c o n c l ~ s i o n s  t h a t  seem t o  have l e d  Marcuse t o  

c e r t a i n  misconcep t ions  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  l ong  term e f f e c t s  

t h a t  t n i s  " t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  i s  hav ing  and 

w i l l  i n c r e a s i n g l y  have on t h e  compos i t ion  and c h a r a c t e r -  

i s t i c s  o f  t h e  workin; c l a s s  i n  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t ; .  

Indeed ,  as it i s  c l e a r  from t h e  few bu t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

s t a t e m e n t s  ~ u o t e d  above,  Marcuse views t h e  w i n s t r u n e n t a l i s t  

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a "  as i n c r e a s i n g l y  becoming t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  

group i n  t h e  worning c l a s s .  They a r e  i n  Marcuse 's  words 



F t h e  lines working c l a s s n .  
r 

Le t  us be  more s p e c i f i c  i n  o u r  c r i t i c i s m .  Marcuse 

supposes t h s t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  a l o n g  run;e i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  

demand f o r  a h i ~ h l ~ r  s k i l l e d  v~ork f o r c e  under monopol; 

cap i ta l i sm. '  However, 9eligman9 and ~ o c K h a r t "  a r g u e ,  

usin&; auch more and r e c e n t  d a t a ,  t h a t  t h i s  t r e n d  i s  i n  

f a c t  a temporary phenomenon and i s  j u s t  now coming t o  a n  

end. The f i r s t  phase of  t h e  f lautomationv o r  I t t h i rd  i n -  

d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n R  was a  pe r iod  of  r a p i d  development 

th rough  e x t e n s i v e  and i n t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  and i n s t a l i m e n t  

of the  newly developed au tomat ive  t echn iques  t o  t he  a a j o r  

s e c t o r s  and e n t e r p r i s e s  o f  t h e  economy. During t h i s  

p e r i o d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  f i f t i e s  and t h e  e a r l y  s i x t i e s ,  

t h e  deaand f o r  h i g h l j  s k i l l e d  l a b o u r  such a s  e n g i n e e r s ,  

s c i e n t i s t s ,  e t c . ,  f a r  exceeded t h e  sucp ly .  The whole 

range of  e x p e r t i s e  neces sa ry  t o  ach ieve  t h i s  " t h i r d  indus-  

t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n H  was i n  s h o r t  su sp ly .  To coapensa te  f o r  

t h i s  s h o r t a g e  t h e r e  was a n a m e d  upsurge i n  i m a i g r a t i o n  

of h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  and h i g h l y  educa ted  w3rkers  t o  t h e  ad- 

vanced i n d u s t r i a l  s ~ c i e t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h e  most 

advanced of  t h e s e ,  t h e  3 , S . k .  This  was t h e  phenomenon 

comaonly r e f e r r e d  t o  as  t h e  "brain d r a i n n .  A l so ,  t h e r e  

began a r a p i d  i n c r e a s e  i n  t he  l lproduct ionf l  o f  h i g h l y  

s k i l l e d  manpower from t h e  u n i v e r s i t i e s  of  t h e  advaficed 



i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t i e s ,  a g a i n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  from t h e  most 

advanced o f  them, t h e  J.S.A. It  was t h u s  d u r i n g  t h i s  

per iod  and i n  response  t o  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  "human 

c a p i t a l  t h e s i s w ,  s t i l l  widely  h e l d  t oday ,  was c l e a r l y  

a r t i c u l a t e d  and began t o  have f u l l  i z s a c t  upon government 

e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s .  Government spending  i n  a l l  f i e l d s  

o f  h i g h e r  e d u c a t i o n  climbed sha rp l , .  Very rough ly ,  t h e  

t h e s i s  a r g ~ e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a more o r  l e s s  d i r e c t  r e l a -  

t i o n s h i p  between i n c r e a s e d  number of  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  

people and economic p r o s p e r i t y .  The i n c r e a s e  i n  s k i l l s  

be ing  t h e  prime and n o t i v a t i n g  f a c t o r  d r i v i n g  economic 

developxient f o m a r d .  \Ye need o n l y  r e f l e c t  on  t h e  p rev ious  

d i s c u s s i o n s  on t h e  n a t u r e  of c a p i t a l i s t  development i n  

t h e  p receed ing  c h a p t e r  t o  s e e  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of such a 

t h e s i s .  

Once t h e  f i r s t  phase of  t h i s  " t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v -  

o l u t i o n "  was r e a c h i n g  i t s  z e n i t h ,  t h e r e  began a g r a d u a l  

ove rp roduc t ion  of  h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  workers ," much i n  t h e  

same g e n e r a l  way as c ; c l i c a l  p r o c e s s  of  c a p i t a l i s t  produc- 

t i o n  of commodities which we r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  c h a p t e r  two. 

The p e c u l a r  f e a t u r e  of  t h e  " t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t  i o n w  

not  a n t i c i p a t e d  b~ hlarcuse, was t h a t  once t h e  t echn iques  

f o r  au t3mat ion  and c y b e r n a t i o n  of  e n t e r p r i s e s  were 

developed,  t h e  equipment manufactured and i n s t a l l e d ,  t h e  



f i r s t  and major  o b s t a c l e  w : > s  overcome, and t h e  demagd f o r  

highl ;  s k i l l e d  and h i g h l y  educated workers began t o  f a l l  

s h a r p l y .  The maior work necessar i7  t~ f s c i l i t a t e  a t r a n -  

a new ze thod  of p roduc t ion  had been coap lc t ed  

and now t h e  mator t a s k  remaining was t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  

new e n t e r p r i s e s ,  l 2  i i e l a t ed  t o  t h i s  p o i n t ,  R. Lockhart  

p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  

. . . t h e  r e i g n i n g  'human c a p i t a l  ' 
t h e s i s  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
i n  Ph. D. ou tpu t  was n e c e s s a r y  
because o f  t h e  a n t i c i p a t e d  ou t -  
s i d e  i n d u s t r i a l  denand f o r  pos t  
g r a d u a t e s .  But t h e  f a c t  i s  t h a t  
t h i s  demand, f a r  from i n c r e a s i n g  
has  shown a s t e a d y  d e c l i n e  s i n c e  
IdCO, even i n  t h e  most i n d u s t r i a l l y  
em?loyable f l e l d s  o f  n % t u r a l  and 
a p p l i e d  s c i e n c e .  The most r e c e n t l i i  
a v a i l a b l e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  f o r  exam>le,  
t h a t  i n  t h e  U.S. t h e r e  h a s  been a 
30$ drop  i n  jobs o u t s i d e  of  un i -  
v e r s i t y  t e a c h i n g  f o r  Ph. D. chemis t s  
an2 p h y s i s t s  i n  a  one y e a r  p e r i o d ,  
1968-1969.13 

Cont ra ry  t o  blarcusels  t h e s i s ,  t h e  demand f o r  h i g h l y  

s k i l l e d  and h i g h l j  educa ted  pe r sonne l  i s  by no neans a 

permanent and long  ranGe t r e n d y  Ra the r  i t  has j u s t  now 

passed i t s  2eak and i s  beg inn ing  t o  d e c l i n e .  It would 

seem t h a t  even t h o d ~ h  t h e r e  was a f a l l o f f  i n  t h e  demand 

f o r  e n g i n e e r s ,  s c i e n t i s t s ,  e t c . ,  i n  t h e  development and 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  of automated e n t e r p r i s e ,  once t h e  i a i t i a l  

e r e  
X \  

phase of  t h e  lau tomat ion  r e v o l u t i o n n  had been passed ,  t h  
t \ 

i- 



i"" 

would n e v e r t h e l e s d  be a c o n s t a n t  and growing demand f o r  

t he se  h i e h l g  s k i l l e d  people  i n  t h e  work f o r c e  i n  t h e  f i e l d  

of p l a n t  o p e r a t i o n  s u p e r v i s i o n .  T h i s  t o o ,  however, 

proved t o  ba  a f a l s e  t h e s i s  h e l d  i ~ c o r r e c t l ;  no t  o n l j  b; 

l a rcu ;e  but  b; numerous o t h e r  W a r x i s t s ' .  It was a l s o  

f a l s e l y  concluded tha t  t h e  automated e n t e r p r i s e s  would 

r e q u i r e  i n c r e a s i n g l ;  higher l e v e l s  o f  s k i l l  i n  t h e  work 

f o r c e .  T h i s  i s  on ly  p a r t i a l l y  c o r r e c t .  I n  f a c t  t h e  

t r e n d  a p p e a r s  t o  be towards a " t r i v i a l i z i n g f f  of  t h e  ope- 

r a t i o n s  pe r fo rned  by human l a t o u r  i n  t h e s e  newly and 

h i g h l y  automated p l a n t s .  Indeed ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  conducted 

by Jaoea i3right14 show t h a t  au toma t ion  does  no t  l e a d  t o  

an u p g r a d i n j  of t h e  work f o r c e ,  i n  f a c t ,  J u s t  t h e  ocpo- 

s i t e  i s  t r u e .  One of  t h e  a o s t  impor t an t  o b j e c t s  o f  a u t o -  

mat ion,  in a d d i t i o n  t o  r a i s i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t j ,  was the  

r e p l a c t a e n t  of  human l a b o u r  b  j nachines  , consequent l ;  

e d u c a t i o n  and s k i l l s  r e ~ u i r e d  f o r  t h e  remain ing  jobs  were 

much lower  t h a n  b e f o r e  ad tomat ion  was i n t r o d u c e d .  He 

s t a t e s  t h a t :  " . . . au tama t ion  o f t e n  had reduced t h e  

s ~ i l l  r equ i r emen t s  o f  t h e  o p e r a t i n g  work f o r c e  and occas ion -  

a l l y  o f  t he  e n t i r e  f a c t o r y  f o r c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a a i n t e -  

nance 3 r g a a i z a t i o n .  f,? 5 

f h i s  r e s u l t e d  from t h a  i nc rea s in ;  ad tomat ion  o f  

c o n t r o l  of x i c n i n e s  bJ machines,  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of s e l f  



r 

c o r r e c t i n s  mach ines ,  e l e c t r o n i c  m e a s u r e a e n t ,  and i n  

g e n e r a l  a ~ e c h a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  d e c i s i o n  makin., i n  pro-  
I C d u c t i o n .  A S  gauges  and sens ing ,  a p p a r a t u s  p rov ided  d a t a  

which s imply  had t o  r e c o r d e d  ( a n d  o f t e n  kven t h a t  p r o c e s s  

i s  a u t o m a t e d ) ,  no g r e a t  m e n t a l  s k i l l  i s  n e c e s u i t a t e d ,  

C l e a r l y ,  d u r i n g  t h e  i n i t i a l  s t a g e s  o f  a u t o n a t i o n  

t h e r e  i s  some demand ' o r  advagced e d u c a t i o n  and a d l l s ,  

howsver oncc t h e  new t e c h ~ o l o g ~  h u s  come t o  be o p e r a t i n g  

s m o o t h l y ,  even  t h e  g e c e s s a r y  number;; o f  c i r c u i t r y  e x p e r t s  

and m a i n t a i n a n c e  men c a n  b e  r e d u c e d ,  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  h i g h  

s h i l l s  which a u t o m a t i o n  demands a r e  c o n s e q u e n t l y  s c a r -  

c e l y  d i s t r i b u t e d ,  The r e s u l t  i s  a g e n e r a l  downgrading 

f o r  t h e  i a r g e s t  numbers o f  ,:vorkers a n d ,  as f e w e r  workers  

a r e  r e q u i r e d ;  i n  a u t o s a t e d  e n t e r p r i s e s ,  t h i s  small g a i n  

i n  h i g h  s k i l l e d  esployment  i s  more t h a n  c o u n t e r a c t e d  by 

t h e  t remendous  u p s u r g e  o f  unemployment o f  t h e  u n s k i l l e d  

workers .  1 a 5 e l i g m s n  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t :  

The e a r l y  c a l l s  f o r  t h e s e  s k i l l s  
a p p e a r  t o  have b e e n  more r e f l e c -  
t i o n a  o f  n o v e l t j  t h a n  of  c o n t i -  
n u i n g  i n d u s t r i a l  need.  . . . 
Here t h e n  a r e  t h e  f i rs t  two myths 
o f  a u t o m a t i o n  -- t h a t  i t  u p g r a d e s  
t h e  workers  and p roduces  many o r  
n o r e  j o b s  t h a n  i t  d e s t r o y s  -- a n d ,  
b e c a u s e ,  t h e y  t e n d  t o  a s s u a  e  o u r  
c o n c e r n ,  t h e 7  a r e  v i c i o u s .  8 

F u r t h e r  o n  t h i s  same p o i n t ,  R. L o c k h a r t  h a s  conc luded  



t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  i s  a n  i n i t i a l l y  h i g h  emphasis  upon 

and demand f o r  h i g h  l e v e l  sk i l l s ,  t h e  l o n g  range  e f f e c t  

i s  t h a t  

. . . t h e  p e r s i s t e n t  dznan ic  of the 
i n d u s t r i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of proddc- 
t i o n  i s  t o  reduce  t h i s  i n i t i a l  
demand e i t h e r  by  p r o g r e s s i v e l y  
r a t i o n a l i z i n g ,  and hence ' t r i v -  
i a l i z i n g '  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  ope ra -  
t i o n  (whether  t h e s e  be manual o r  
m e n t a l ) ,  o r  b j  au toma t ing  such  20 o p e r a t i o n  procedures  a l t o g e t h e r .  

Th i s  d e c r e a s e  r e q u i r e d  s k i l l s  iri automated ~ l a n t s  

r e f e r s  no t  on ly  t o  t h e  "blue c o l l a r l l  work f o r c e .  The 

r e q u i r e d  number of e n g i n e e r s ,  e t c .  i s  d r a u t i c a l l y  reduced 

a s  s e l f  c o r r e c t i n g  and a d j u s t i n g  a a c h i n e r y  r e p l a c e s  t h e  

need f o r  such h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  workers ,  g a r t i c u l a r l y  once 

t h e  new p roduc t ive  a p p a r a t u s  has been i n s t a l l e d  and i s  i n  

f u l l  c p e r a t i o n .  21 A f t e r  a l l ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s e n e r n 1  

mo t iva t i on  behind c a p i t a l i s t  p roduc t ion  ( p r o f i t  mzximiza- 

t i o n  o r  " o p t i m i z a t i o n " ) ,  and t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  d r i v e  behind 

t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of computers and o t h e r  t e c h n i q u e s  i n t o  

i n d u s t r y  and o t  i e r  e n t e r g i s e s  ( t h e  d e s i r e  t o  c o u n t e r a c t  

t h e  f a l l i n s  ave rage  r a t e  o f  2rof i . t  caused l a r g e l y  by 

f a c t o r s  mentioned e a r l i e r ) ,  why t h e n  should  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  

be expec ted  t o  u n n e c e s s a r i l j  h i r e  expens ive  l a b o u r  when 

u n s k i l l e d  workers can  q u i t e  e a s i l y  be t r a i n e d  t o  do t h e  

r ema in ins  a a n u a l  t a s k s  a t  g r e a t l y  reduced l a b o u r  c o s t s ?  22 



A l l  t h i s  i s  i n  s t r i k i n g  c o n t r a s t  t o  l a r c u s e ' s  some- 

what h a s t y  c o n c l u s i o n s  quoted e a r l i e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  

"old working c l a s s n  i . e . ,  'Ithe chances  o f  promotion 

d e c l i n e  as  rnanagernent p r e f e r s  e n g i n e e r s  arrd c o l l e g e  ;=rad- 

It c e r t a i d j  should  not  be concluded f r o a  t h i s  t h a t  

i t  i s  t h e  "old  working c l a s s n  tha t  b e n e f i t s  from t h e  

t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  Indeed ,  i n t r o d u c t i o f l  o f  

au tomat ion  under c a p i t a l i s m  r e s a l t s  i n  i n c r e a s e d  and 

s t r u c t u r a l  unemployment. 24 !loweyer, Yen B. Sel igman 

p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  even though 

. . . t h i s  f a c t  cou ld  not  be d i s -  
ce rned  i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  a f t e r  
World War Two, bu t  i t  became un- 
d e n i a b l e  i n  t h e  1950 ' s  and i n  t h e  
f i r s t  p a r t  of t h e  1360 's .  h o r  
cou ld  t h e  s n i f t  from ~ o o d s  pro-  
d u c i n ~  i n d u s t r i e s  t o  s e r v i c e  
p rov ide  enough jobs  t o  t a k e  up 
t h e  s l a c k .  By mid-1363 t h e  pro- 
p o r t i o n ,  between t h e  unemployed, 
of t h c s e  o u t  o f  work s i x  months o r  
more had r i s e n  t o  15.85; a decade 
e a r l i e r  t h e  f i g u r e  had on ly  been 
3.7% 25 

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  'Inew working 

c lass"  i s  c l e a r l y  n o t  much b e t t e r  t h a n  i t  i s  f o r  t h e  b l u e  

c o l l a r  workers.  24 Indeed ,  r e c e n t  t r e n d s  nake i t  c l e a r  

t h a t  p r o ? o r t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  l o a g  te rm unenployment s i t u a t i o n  

i s  worse f o r  t h e s e  p r o s p e c t i v e  n i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t  



i n t e l i i g e n t s i a u  t h a n  i t  i s  f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  working 

c l a s s .  27 3en 3 .  $e l ig rnanfs  s t u d y  of t h e  impact  o f  t h e  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  o r  t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n  on  t h e  ivork 

f o r c e  l e d  h i a  t o  t h e  c a n c l u s i o n  t h a t  

. . . t h e  promise o f  jobs  f o r  t h e  
eddcnted and s k i l l e d  ma3 have a n  
einptd r i n g ,  f o r ,  w i t h  a l t e r a t i o n s  
i n  de fense  and sp:ice r e s e a r c h  
programs,  l a r g e  numbers o f  en= i -  
n e e r s ,  s c i e n t i s t s  and s h i l l e d  
workers  may a l s o  be wondering 
aboa t  t h e  shape o f  t h e  f u t x r e .  
I n  J u l y ,  1964, t h e  e n g i n e e r s  
j o i n t  Counci l  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  
demand f o r  Engineers  had leased'  
o v e r  t h e  p r e v i o u ~  t. ..a y e a r s .  Its 
f i n d i n g s  were based on d a t a  from 
543 conpan ie s  snd gove rnaen t  agen- 
c i e s  emplo j ing  more t h a n  250,000 
e n g i n e e r s .  Automation t e a d s  t o  
e x a s c e r b a t e  t h e  problem.28 

Also ,  i t  should  be po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  t h e  impact  of t h i s  

"automation r e v o l u t i o n w  h i t s  no t  o n l y  t h e  b lue  c o l i a r  

p roduc t ion  workers  ou t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i t  i s  dec ima t ing  t h e  

r a n k s  of t h e  wh i t e  c o l l a r  workers as  w e l l .  Even though 

t h i s  "automation r e v o l u t i o n  ' s o  impact  ilpon t h e  w i t e  

c o l l a r  work  f o r c e  i s  a t  X i m t  n e a r l y  i m p e r c e p t i b l e ,  t h e  

d e c r e a s e  i n  demand f o r  manpower i n  t h e s e  f i e l d s  i s  r e a l  

enough. This i r n ~ e r c e p t i b i i i t y  i s  due l a r g e l y  t o  t h e  f a c t  

t ha t  wni te  c o l l a r  workers  a r e  no t  sirnply f i r e d ,  r a t h e r ,  

and more o f t e n ,  they  a r e  simply shunted  t o  a o r e  menia l  

jobs  and when t h e j  q u i t  o r  r e t i r e  no rep lacement  i s  h i r e d ,  



o r  o f t e n  t h e y  a r e  s imply absorbed  by "normal b u s i n e s s  

expansion" and automatiofi  t e chn iques  a r e  expanded t o  

enconpass t h e i r  f o r n e r  jobs .  2' T h i s  d i s g u i s e d  t t cu tbacbn  

o f t e n  l e a d s ,  a a  i t  seems t o  have i n  . . i a rcuse l s   use,^' t o  

the  a i s c s n c e p t i o n  t h a t  au tomat ion  h a s  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  

e f f e c t s  upon t h e  t ~ h i t e  c ~ i l a r  work f o r c e .  

I t  nay be concldded f r o 3  t h i s  b r i e y  d i s c u s s i o n  t h a t  

c o n t r a r y  t 3  d i a r cuse f s  o b s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s :  a )  no l o n g  

range t r end  tovmrds  i n c r e a s e d  demand f o r  e n g i n e e r s .  

s c i e g t i s t s ,  e t c . ,  under con temyorz r j  mgnopoly c a p i t a l i s m ;  

b )  once ail zutomated e n t e r p r i s e  i s  s e t  u p  and has " j e l l e d w ,  

t he  need f o r  h i g h l j  s k i l l e d  l a b o a r  f o r c e  r a ~ i d l j  d e c r e a s e s ;  

c )  t h e  o p e r a t o r ,  and s d p e r v i s o r j  jobs  r e ~ a i n i n g  a r e  " t r i v -  

i a i i z e d "  t o  a n  e x t e ~ t  t h a t  t h o ~ e  who remain once t h e  

system has " j e l l e d " ,  r e q a i r e ,  i n  f a c t ,  lower  s k i l l s  t h a n  

the  p rev ious  "blue  c o l l a r o  xork f o r c e ;  d )  manasement a t  a 

c e r t a i n  p o i n t  no 13nge r  " p r e f e r s w  c o l l e d e  g r a d u a t e s  i n  an; 

f i e l d  i n c l u d i n g  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  p h y s i c s ,  and c h e a i s t r y ,  e t c . ,  

f o r  no t  on ly  i s  such a h i g h l y  s k i l l e d  work f o r c e  i n c r e n s -  

i ng ly  expens ive  g i v e n  t h e  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  new 

t echn iques  of  aa tornat ion,  but a l s o  management i s  becoming 

i n c r e a s i n g l y  aware t h a t  the  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  h i g h  expec t a -  

t i o n s  for upward m o b i l i t j  h e l d  by t h i s  "new w o r k i n g  c l a s s m  



v a i l a b l e .  i h e r e f o r e ,  t h e r e  i s  a  d i s t i n c t  t u r n  b; Tnanage- 

ment to1,vards t h e  employment o f  r e l a t i v e l y  u n s k i l l e d  l a b o u r  

and  t r a i n i n g  them t o  pe r fo rm t h e  felv merlial  p h y s i c a l ,  and 

m e n t a l  t a s k s  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  new au tomated  p l a n t s .  

F i n a l l y ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  f a c t o r s  enumerated  above ,  

t h e  " f l o o d n  o f  e n g i n e e r s ,  s c i e n t i s t s ,  e t c . ,  o n t o  t h e  job 

m a r k e t ,  and t h e  s h a r p  i n c r e a s e  i n  s t r u c t u r a l  unemplojment 

among b o t h  hi&; e d u c a t e d  and h i g h l j  s k i l l e d  workers  as 

well a s  a:nong t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  d n s k i l l e d ,  i t  s e e a s  h i g h l y  

u n j u s t i f i e d  t o  a s s e r t ,  as Warcuse d o e s ,  that  t h e  "flew 

s t u d e n t  i n t e l l e g a n t s i a w  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  a p o t e n t i a l  r e v -  

o l u t i o n s r y  f o r c e  b e c a u s e ,  as he p u t s  i t ,  " t h i s  g roup  w i l l  

assume a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  b a s i c  f m c t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  

p r o c e s s v t .  3 1 On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  it a p p e a r s  more p r o b a b l e  

t h a t  t h i s  nnew i ~ s t r u m e n t a l i s t  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a w  i s  r a p i d l j  

p r i c i n g  i t s e l f  o u t  o f  a job32 and t h o s e  who r e a a i n  employed 

w i l l  be u n l i k e l y  t o  " d i s r u p t ,  r e o r g a n i z e ,  and r e d i r e c t  t h e  

mode and r e L a t  i o a s h i p s  o f  product ion '33  when c o n f r o n t e d  

by t h e  e v e r  growing r e s e r v e  l a b o u r  p o o l  o f  e n g i n e e r s  and 

s c i e f i t i s t s .  S o r e  l i k e l y  t h e i r  r e s p o n s e  w i l l  be t o  work 

d i l i g e n t l b l  w i t h  t h e i r  mouths s h u t .  
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I The Hoots of  t h e  S tuden t  E e b e l l i o n :  

. . . in t h e  r e v o l t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  
i n t e l l i g e n t s i a ,  one of  t h e  g r e a t e s t  
p r o a u c t i v e  f o r c e s ,  and s n e  of  t h e  
most tabooed and r e p r e s s e d  s o c i a l  
f o r c e s  i s  afi open r e b e l l i o n  a p i n s t  
t h e  s o c i e t y :  t h e  moral ,  t h e  i n s -  
t i n c t u a l ,  and I would even s a y  t h e  
b i o l o g i c a l  and p h y s i o l o g i c a l  r e v u l -  
s i o n  a p i n s t  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  and 
v s l i ~ e ?  of tthc c o r r o r z t e  c z - i t a l i s t  
~~"tern .34 

F u r t h e r :  

i n  p roc l a iming  t h e  ' c h a l l e n ~ s  
9 ( l a  c o n t e s t a t i o n  permanente , , t h e  

tpermanent e d u c a t i o n t  ( t h e  Grea t  
Re fusa l  ), t hey  recognized  a mark 
of s o c i a l  r e p r e s s i o n ,  even i n  t h e  
moat s u b l i n e  m a ~ i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  
t r a d i t i o n a l  c u l t u r e .  35 

And f i n a l l y  he s t a t e s  t h a t :  " . . . t o d a y ' s  r e b e l s  

a g a i n s t  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c i l l t u r e  a l s o  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  t h e  

b e a u t i f u l  i n  t h i s  cult1x1e, aga i l l s t  i t s  a l l  t oo  s u b l i m a t e d ,  

s e g r e g a t e d ,  o r d e r l a ,  harmonizing forms. n30 

Uarcuse vievvs t h e  s t u d e n t  r e v o l t  as a t o t a l  r e i e c t i o n  

of  t h e  w c o n d i t i o n s  and v a l u e s n  o f  t h e  " a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y " .  

Th i s  r e v o l t ,  he s u g s e s t s ,  d i f f e r s  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  from p a s t  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  aovements by t h e  thoroughness  o r  d e p t h  o f  

i t s  r e j e c t i o n  of e s t a b l i s h e d  s o c i e t y .  It i s  no t  o n l y  a 

p o l i t i c a l  2nd s o c i a l  bu t  a l s o  an " i n s t i n c t u a l  ", " b i o l o g i c a l " ,  

and " p h y s i o l o g i c a l n  r e j e c t i o n  of  t h e  s y s t e a .  Indeed ,  coa- 

s i d e r i n g  t h e  d e p t h  o f  t h e  r e v o l t  one n i g h t  a s k  what i s  



t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  "Great R e f u s a l n .  Why now and no t  t e n ,  

twenty,  o r  even t h i r t y  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ?  C e r t a i n l y  t h e r e  

have been pe r iods  of  disenchafitment anong youth  w i t h  t h e  

s o c i e t y  t h e y  havz i n h e r i t e d .  Yut t h e  c o ~ . p l e t e n e s ~  o r  

thoroughness o f  t he  v R e f u s a l n  i s  p e c u l i a r .  %arcuse  sxg -  

g e s t s  t o  ::s t ha t  t h i s  r e v o l t  was nu r tu red  i n  p r o s p e r i t y  

and afZlaeoce.  The v;ell f e d ,  c l o t h e d  and c a r e d  f o r  

middle c l a s s  youth  tu rned  a g a i n s t  t h e  r e p r e s s i v e  desub- 

l i m a t i o n  of advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y .  A s  a  r e s u l t  of  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  man ipu la t ion  th rough  the media, t h e  f o c u s  H 

of  t h e  oed ipa l  conplex h a s  s h i f t e d  from t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  

f a t h e r s  t o  the  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  f a t h e r  o r  f a t h e r s .  It i s  t h e  

s t a t e  and i t s  i n s t i t u t i o n  and i n s t i t u t i o n a L  h e r o s  which 

now demand obediance and s a c r i f i c e .  37 These you th ,  

because of t h e i r  prolonged ado le scence  and t h e r e f o r e  l a c k  , 
& 

o f  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  system,  have no3 s u f f e r e d  t h e  r e -  

p r e s s i o n  of t h e i r  b a s i c  i n s t i n c t u a l  d r i v e s  t o  t h e  same 

e x t e n t  a s  t h e  a d u l t s .  They have been s p a r e d ,  more t h a n  

any o t h e r  g e n e r a t i o n ,  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  r e p r e s s i v e  

system b~ the  very  a f f l u e n c e  o f  t h a t  system. Eros  r e t a i n s  

i t s  freedom t o  a  g r e a t e r  e x t e n t  t h a n  would o the rwi se  been 

t h e  c a s e  had the; been i n t e g r a t e d  e a r l i e r  and n e c e s s a r i l y  

i n t o  t h e  system. The growing s i z e  of t h e  s t u d e n t  group 

i n  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  adds  t o  t h e  power of  t h e i r  



rebellion. Sot haviw internalized to the "biolo~ical" and 

"yh~~siological'' level of their being the represzive needs 

afld values of the sjstem, the, are freer to see the hypo- 

c r i s ,  of that sistern. The affluence and t h e  beauty of 

the system z re  seen as counterfeit. And this is why, 

according to &rcuse, the student r e b e l i i o n  happens now 

and whj the n3efusaiv of the established sacietj is as 

comple te  3r thorough as it is. 

This t h z s i s  reject2 t h e  validity of this p s e ~ d o -  

scientific explanati~n of the root; an3 de~tn of the .- 
st ,.iden: rebel Lion. 3; I n  a3 e a r l i e r  ch.+te- criticisms where 

suggest~cf of the ~;.s,~i,o-an:,L~iii: tneor ;  o f  in;jtincts and 

their r e ; > r e z s i ~ : ~ ;  that c r i t i c b  is i t ~ ~ l f  adequate to ais- 

p e n s e  with g s r c ~ s e  ' 3  explanatiotl. 3oxever, .we wish here  

to pro2ose a more accarate, s t r u c t x a l  exgianatian of the 

basis of the s t u d e a t  revolt in the sixties. 

It was -1oted in the previous section that ia the 

sixties t ?e  deaands for students for as "instrumentalist 

intelligentsian bega:~ to f a i l  off. The human capital the- 

sis which ? ~ e  referred t j  earlier, continued, even though 

supply was surpassing demand, to influence the general 

government educational policies and spending. The result 

w 3 s  and is, that students, the potential nnea  working 

class", the potential l'instrumental intelligentsian, 



c o n t i n u e d  t~ p o u  o u t  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  and s k i l ~  m i l l s .  3'3 

Houever ,  du ln : :  - t h e  i a t e  f i f t i e s  and t h e  e a r i d ,  s i x t i e s ,  

t h e  l a c k  o f  o p , a r t ~ n i t i e s  f o r  t h t c e  p o t e n t i a l  "neY,v 

w o r k i n s  c l a a a "  seiaber; began t o  b e  f e l t .  40 I n c r e a s i n ~ l y  

t h e  systern xa; u n a b l e  t3 p r o v i d e  a p l a c e  ? i i t h i n  i t  f o r  

t h i s  i n f l ~ x  o f  "i~telli~cntsia", d ~ e  t o  f a c t o r s  men t ioned  

p r e v i o d s l y .  f h e s e  j o u t h  had  l i v e d  a g o s d  v i d d l e  c l s s s  

l i f e  and come t o  aes  i t  as  "normal l i f e  s t y l e H .  They h a d ,  

f o r  15 t o  t x e n t ; ~  j ea rs  in s c h o o l  and  a t  hone and ir i  s o c i a l  

l i f e  been t a u g h t  and encoxraged  t o  e x p e c t  a t  l e a s t  t h e  

l i f e  s t y l e  o f  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  2nd probcibl; rnuch n o r e .  

A f t e r  a l l ,  e d u c a t i a n  was ~ * ; n t i : ~ a a l l ~  e ; u a t ~ d  s i t h  a ~ c c e s s ,  

p r o s p e r i t y ,  and  ap3ard  z o b i l i t y .  A s  t h 2  f u l l  i n ~ a c t  o f  

t h e  " t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l ~ t i o 3 "  began t o  be  f e l t ,  a o r e  

and more s t u d e n t s  o p t e d  f o r  l o n g e r  p e r i o d s  o f  s t n d j  i n  

o r d e r  t o  r e a a i a  o f f  t h e  u n f a v o r a b l e  l a b o a r  a a r k e t .  41 It 

was f i r s t  s a s g o s a d  and s t i l l  is by nand p o l i c y  maker s  

( a n d  s t u d e n t s )  t h a t  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  deffiand f o r  h i2h l ; r  

e d u c a t e d  l a b o n  x i s  a teirporar jr  phenoinenm i n  t h e  c ; - c l i c a l  

dsveloprnent  o f  c s c i t a l i s t  p r o d u c t i o n .  I n  t h e  3 . 3 . ,  where 

t h e  problern was rnost s e v e r e  w i t h  ~ p w a r d s  o f  50% o f  t h e  

U n i v e r s i t j  a g e d  y o u t h  h a v i n s  a t t e n d e d  an i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  

42  h i g h e r  l e a r q i n ~  f o r  soae p e r i o d  of  t i n e ,  t h e  V i e t n a 3 e s e  

war p r o v i d e d  a s a f e t j  v a l v e  which  v e i l e d  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  



t h i s  oversupply  of  hic;hly educa ted  and t r a i n e d  work 

f o r c e .  43 N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  s t u d e n t s  becaae i n c r e a s i n g l y  

aware t h a t  t h e  s j s t e m  had no p l a c e  f o r  them,44 and i f  i t  

d i d  i t  u s u a l l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  a  c l e a r  downward a o b i l i t y  from 

t h e i r  accuxstomed and a n t i c i p a t e d  l i f e  s t y l e s .  The r e s d t  

o f  t h d s  b e i n ~  excluded from t h e  !*a f f luen t  s o c i e t y w  x a s  

t h e  development of a c o u n t e r - c u l t u r e .  45 

I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h i s  argument h o l d s  t h a t  c o n t r a r y  t o  

Marcuse ls v i e % ,  t h e  s t u d e n t  r e b e l l i o n  i n  t h e  13COs i s ,  

i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  r oo t ed  i n  economic s t a g n a t i o n  and 

i n  s o c i a l  and economic d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  and f r u s t r a t i o n  

r a t h e r  t han  i n  a f f l a e n c y  and unrepressed  Eros .  46 

These arguments a r e  not  meant t o  be a c o m ~ l e t e  ana-  

1,sis by any means, of  t h e  r o o t s  and c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  

t h e  s t u d e n t  r i v o l t  of  t h e  s i x t i e s ,  bu t  i t  i s  t h i s  d i s -  

i l l u s i o m e n t  which f o l i o w s  t h e  r e s c i n d i n g  of t h e  "promise1', 

which i s  t h e  s o i l  o u t  of  which t h e  s t u d e n t  r e b e l l i o n  and 

c o u n t e r  c u l t u r e  grew and c o n t i n u e s  t o  grow. students, 

c o n t r a r y  t o  g a r c u s e  I s  u n c r i t i c a l  u t o p i a n  b e l i e f ,  a r e  

q u i t e  expendable47 and where t h e i r  t a l e n t s  a r e  neces sa ry  

t o  t h e  system t h e y  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  such  q u a n t i t i e s  t h a t  

t h e  system cannot  be "held  for ransom", s o  t o  speak ,  by 

t h i s  group.  C l e a r l y  t h e  c o u n t e r - c u l t u r e  i s  i n  a s e n s e  

i n c r e a s i n g l a  a  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e  on i t s  own. I t s  r o o t s  l i e  



n o t  i n  Eros  bu t  i n  t h e  d i sL l lu s ionmen t  r e s d l t i n g  from t h e  

p e c u l a r i t i e s  of  c a p i t a l i s t  development i n  t h i s  epoch. 

F u r t h e r ,  much i n  t h e  same way as r e l i g i o n s  quicA1y f o r g e t  

o r  never  p e r c e i v e  t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  t h e  stru:;gles o f  t he  

r e a l  world ,  s o  has  t h e  c o u n t e r c u l t u r e ,  x i t h  ao m a l l  h e l p  

from Aarcuse,  o f t e n  misunders tood i t s  own o r i g i n s  and 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  A s  f o r  t h e  r e v o l t  be ing  " b i o l o g i c a l n ,  

" i n s t i n c t u a l " ,  and wpsycho log ica l " ,  a  r e f l e c t i o n  on o u r  

e a r l i e r  d i s c ~ ~ s s i o n s  of t h e  psycho-ana ly t ic  t h e o r y  of 

i n s t i n c t s  and P r e u d l s  use of  them should  put  t h e s e  n o t i o n s  

i n  t h e i r  p rope r  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i , e . ,  s h e e r  phantasy.  b _ c i n  

i t  i s  f r u s t r a t i o n  and r e j e c t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  affluent- and 

Eros  which u n d e r l i e s  t h e  "Great Refusa l" .  

' d o r ~ i n g  Class Coasciousnesa  i n  t h e  "Aff luen t  3 o c i e t y n :  

Uarcuse s t a t e s  t h a t  whi le :  

The b e n e f i t s  f o r  t h e  working c l a s s  
were expec ted  t o  be wiped o u t  pe -  
r i o d i c a l l y  by wars  and c r i s e s  s i n c e  
t h e r e  was no b a s i s  f o r  long-range 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  conso l ada t ion .  T h i s  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  d i d  no t  p rov ide  f o r  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  ( s i n c e  become a 
f a c t  ) t h a t  such  a n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
ba se s  would m a t e r i a l i z e  .48 

Consequent l j :  " . . . t h e  development of mature  c a p i t a l i s a  

shows a long-range t r e n d  towards  c l a s s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  r a t h e r  

t h a n  c l a s s  s t r u g ~ l e .  n43  fi . . . t h e  c a k i t a l i s t  development 



has altered the structure and f dnction of these two 

classes in such a way that they no longer appear to be 

the agents of historical transformation. N50 

in the advanced capitalist countries, 
where the radicalization of the working 
classes is counteracted by a socially 
engineered arrest of consciousness, 
and by the development and satisfac- 
tion of needs which perpetuate the 
servitude of the exploited, a vested 
interest in the systea is thus fos- 
tered in the instinctual structure 
of the exploited, and the rupture 
with the continuum of repression -- 
a necessarj preconditio for libera- 
tion -- does not occur. 51 

NHatred and frustration are deprived of their specific 

target . "52 

And finally: " . . . this society has integrated the 
individuals to such an extent that no escape seems pos- 

sible. ~ 5 3  

Marcuse's analysis of the working class in advanced 

industrial societies, particular12 in the U.S.A., does 

not lead him to the conclusion that their support is un- 

necessary to ensure the success of a socialist revolution 

in this area. He does argue however, that they have 

become so integrated into the ca3italist system that 

without an outside catalyst, i.e., "studentsw they are 

incapable of mentally rejecting the status quo. Having 

previously posited the end of international capitalist 



c o a p e t i t i o n  and c r i s i s ,  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  management of  pe- 

r i o d i c  c r i s i s  i n  c a ? i t a l i s ; n ,  t h e  impetus  o f  Thi rd  World 

upheava l ,  t h e  end of  c l a s s  antagonism w i t h i n  t h e  " a f f l u e n t  

s o c i e t y w  because  of  the  ' i n e r e a s i n &  spread  of  eood l i f e "  

t o  more and l o r e  members of  t h a t  and t h e  

impact of  t h e  " e x t e r n a l  enemy", Marcuse conc ludes  t h a t  

t h e r e  i s  and probabl ,  w i i l  be no m a t e r i a l  b a s i s  f o r  a 

working c l a s s  r e j e c t i o n  of  t h e  s t a t u s  (;uo. The good ie s  

con t inue  t o  r o l l  i n ,  i n  i n c r e a s i n g  q u a n t i t i e s ,  i f  not  

q u a l i t y .  However, i f  we r e c a l l  t h e  e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  

conce rn ing  t h e  g e n e r a l l y  "uns t ab l e "  and c r i s i s  r i d d e n  

c o n d i t i o n  of  advanced c a p i t a l i s m  such c o n c l u s i o n s ,  (which 

a r e  t h e  b a s i c  p remises  o f  l a r c u s e v s  f u r t h e r  argument)  

h a r d l y  s e e a  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l  condi -  

t i o n s .  P a r t i c u l a r l y ,  we s h o ~ l d  r e c a l l  i n  t h i s  r e s p e c t ,  

t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  re-emergence of  i n t e r c a p -  

i t a l i s t  c o n p e t i t i o n  and t h e  consequent  t r e n d  towards  

renewed c r i s e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  ldarcuse f u r t h e r  a r g u e s  

t h a t  even i f  t h e r e  were a r e t u r n  t o  pover ty  and dep r iva -  

t i o n ,  ( t t improbablyn brought  on by renewed c r i s i s  i n  cap- 

i t a l i s m )  t h e  v a l u e s  and g o a l s  of t h e  s t a t u s  quo have been 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  t h e  i n s t i n c t u a l  l e v e l ,  and t h e r e f o r e ,  cannot  

w i thou t  g r e a t  e f f o r t  be a l t e r e d .  55 1t i s  onl; en i n s -  

t i n c t u a l l y  un rep re s sed  group  i n  t h i s  s o c i e t y ,  i . e . ,  



" the  r a d i c a l  young i n t e l l i g e n t s i a " ,  ( o r  t h e  g h e t t o  

p o p u l a t i o n s ) ,  t h a t  can  break o u t  o f  t h i s  w v i c i o u s  c i r c l e w ,  

t h i s  " c o n t i n u ~ m  o f  r e p r e s s i o n n .  5G 

C l e a r l y ,  d a r c u s e  i s  c o r r e c t  i n  h i s  o b s e r v a t i o n  t h a t  

much o f  t h e  working c l a s s  inadvanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  

i s  ' t h o r o u g h l j  i n t e g r a t e d n  i n t o  t h e  sys tem,  57 They sub- 

s c r i b e  t o  i t s  v a l u e s  and o b j e c t i v e s ,  t h e y  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  

t h e  s t a t u s  quo and seek  improvement o f  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n s  

w i t h i n  i t s  framework. 58 It w i l l  be a rgued  however, t h a t  

working c l a s s  consc iousnes s  does  i n  f a c t  e x i s t ,  o f t e n  i n  

m i l i t a n t  f ~ r m s  i n  t h i s  " a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y t ' .  Fur thermore ,  

i t s  b a s i s  does n o t  l i e  i n  a n j  e t h i c a l  o r  a o r a l  r e j e c t i o n  

of  v a l u e s  of  t h e  s ts tern;  i n s p i r e d  by " o u t s i d e  c a t a l y s t s w ,  

b u t  r a t h e r ,  i t  i s  t h e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  socio-economic 

~ e c u r i t y  which are t h e  most impor t an t  f a c t o r s  g i v i n d  

r i s e  t o  t h i s  consc iousnes s ,  a l t h o d g h  c e r t a i n  o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n s  c e r t a i n l ,  do f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  development of r a d i c a l  

p o l i t i c a l  consc iousnes s  once t h e  base h a s  been shaken up 

s o  t o  speak ,  as we a rgued  i t  d i d  among t h e  l l o u t s i d e f f  

c a t a l y s t s ,  i . e . ,  " t he  s t u d e n t s w .  59 Problems a r i s e  

however when a n a l y s t s , a n d  Marcuse i s  no excep t ion  t o  t h i s ,  

i n c o r r e c t l i i  c o n s i d e r  c l a s s  consc iousnes s  no t  i n  v a r y i n g  

d e g r e e s  bu t  a s  s i a p l y  e i t h e r  e x i s t i n g  o r  no t  e x i s t i n g .  

Such a n  approach f a i l s  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  c o n t i n u a l  



i 

f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  soc io-econoa ic  f a c t o r s  which prov ide  

t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  cor responding  f l x t u a t i o n s  i n  consc ious-  

n e s s .  J .  C. Legge t t  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t :  

Too o f t e n  we t r e a t  c l a s s  consc ious-  
n e s s  as a q u a l i t j  e i t h e r  p r e s e n t  o r  
a b s e n t ,  nuch as we w o d d  d e f i n e  a 
pe r son  as a  C a t h o l i c  o r  a non-Ca- 
t h o l i c  ( u s i n g  a nominal  s c a l e  o f  
measureaent  ). A c t u a l l y ,  c l a s s  
o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  seldam o r d e r e d  i n  
such  t e r ~ s ;  r a t h e r ,  i t  b u i l d s  
s t e p - b j - s t 9  ( o r d i n a l )  as i n  a 
continuum. Y 

Empi r i ca l  a n a l y s i s  of  t h e  deg rees  of  %orKing c l a s s  

consc iousnes s  h a s  been s c a r c e  i n  most o f  t h e  advanced 

a r e a s  o f  t h e  " a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t ~ ; . " ,  and such  " a n a l y s i s "  

which has b e ~ n  done hss o f t e n  bee3 sha l low o r  based on 

imned ia t e  apcea rences .  Examples have o f t e n  been drawn 

f r o a  a r e a s  o f  t h e  working c l a s s  w i th  land p e r i o d s  o f  

p r o s p e r i t ;  behind then .  G 1 Legge t t  ' s  D e t r o i t  s t u d y ,  

conducted i n  t h e  a i d - s i x t i e s ,  att&npts t o  as. jess t h e  l e v e ~  

o f  workin, c l a s s  consc iousnes s  i n  a working c l a s s  a r e a  

which had oeen r ~ e e n t l ,  h i t  b j  h i g h  unenployment due t o  

a n  economic r e c e s s i o n .  B i s  ana1 , s i s  l e d  him t o  conclude 

t h a t  working c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s ~  was s t i l l  ve ry  much a 

r e a l i t y  i n  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y .  He s t a t e s  t h a t :  

"What we found has  l e d  us t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  f a c i l e  geae-  

r a l i z a t i o n s  on t h e  d i s appea rance  of c l a s s  c o n s c i o ~ s n e s s  

a r e  f a l s e . "  62 



Legget t  o b s e r v e d  i n  h i s  s t u d y  t h a t  s i d r l i f i c a n t  

l e v e l s  of m i l i t a n t  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  e x i s t e d  i n  t h e  

D e t r o i t  a r e a ,  63 p a r t i c u l a r l y  among t h e  b l a c k s ,  because  

t h e ,  were t h e  h a r d e s t  h i t  b; econornic i n s t a b i l i t y ,  b u t  

a l s o  among e f f e c t e d  w h i t e s .  He n o t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  t h i s  

working c l a s s  c o n s c i o ~ s n e s s  c o u l d  be  d i s c e r n e d  n o t  o n l y  

i n  s u b j e c t i v e  p e r s p e c t i v e s  on  numerous soc io-economic  

q u e s t i o n s  b u t  a l s o  i n  m a t t e r s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c h o i c e .  

S i g n i f i c a n t  r i s e s  i n  p r o - l a b o u r  s u p p o r t  a c c o a p a n i e d  t h e  

r i s e  i n  working  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s u .  64 He o b s e r v e d  a l s o  

t h a t  when work ing  c l a s s  c o n s c i o m n e s s  r e a c h e d  c e r t a i n  

d e g r e e s ,  i n t e r - e t h n i c  h o s t i l i t y  began  t o  be t r a n s c e n d e d .  

He s t a t e s :  " . . . when w h i t e  w o r k e r s  a r e  h i g h l y  m i l i -  

t a n t  t h e j  o f t e n  s u p p o r t  t h e  r ight  o f  m i n o r i t i e s  d e s p i t e  

t h e i r  p r e j u d i c e s .  065 

I n  D e t r o i t ,  L e g g e t t  a l s o  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t h e  h e i g h t -  

e n i n g  of work ing  c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  l e d  n o t  o n l j  t o  

r e f o r m i s t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  b u t  began t o  f o s t e r  r a d i c a l  r e a s -  

se s smen t s  o f  the s t a t u s  quo.  D i s r  r o p o r t i o n a l l y  l a r g e  

numbers o f  w o r k e r s  who f o r e s a w  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o l l e c -  

t i v e  v i o l e n c e ,  a l s o  f a v o r e d  g o v e r n a e n t  o w n e r s h i p  of a l l  

i n d u s t r ~ .  There  was a c l e a r  b l e n d i n g  o f  s c e p t i c i s m  

r e g a r d i n g  t h e  e f f i c a c y  o f  government  a b i l i t y  t o  r u n  t h i n g s  

s m o o t h l j ,  with a h e i ~ h t e n e d  d e g r e e  o f  c l a s s  m i l i t a n c j .  LL 



i n  p a r t i c u l a r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  d a r e u s e ' s  e a p h a s i s  on 

, ou th ,  i t  shoa ld  be no t ed  tha t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of  working 

c l a d s  consc iousnes s  observed by L e g s e t t  by no means were 

G7 l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  joun; workers ,  thoadh  when i t  was so  

l o c a t e d  i t  i s  t o  be exp la ined  by t h e  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a l l y  

h i g h  r a t e  o f  unemplojment exper ienced  by t h e  youth  i n  a l l  

f i e l d s  of  l abour ,C8  r a t h e r  t h a n  by r e f e r e n c e  t o  Eros  and 

t h e  s h i f t i n g  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  o e d i p a l  complex. 

K h i l e  L e g g e t t l s  stud; was l i m i t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l ;  t o  

D e t r o i t ,  w i t h  soae  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a few o t h e r  maJor indus- 

t r i a l  c e n t e r s ,  i t  should  no t  be c o n s i d e r e d  p e c u l i a r  t o  

t h a t  a r e a .  Recen t ly  Legge t t  conducted a similar s tudy  

of  working c l a s s  c o n s c i o ~ s n e a s  i n  t h e  working c l a s s  

a r e a s  of Vancouver and 3urnaby,  i n  B r i t i s h  Coluabia .  

While t h e  d a t a  o f  t h a t  s t udy  has  n o t  y e t  been f u l l y  a s -  

s e s s e d  t h e r e  d i d  emerge e x t e n s i v e  ev idence  of working c l a s s  

consc iousnes s ,  o f t e n  of  a r a d i c a l  and p o t e f l t i a l l j  m i l i t a n t  

brand.  

The aost s i g n i f i c a n t  and p e r s i s t a n t  f a c t o r  i n  s t i m -  

u l a t i n g  a r i s e  i n  working c l a s s  consc iousnes s  i s  economic 

i n s e c u r i t y  and the  r e s g l t a n t  s o c i a l  m a r g i n a l i t y .  

L e g g e t t ' s  D e t r o i t  s t u d y  l e d  h i n  t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  

c l a s s  consc iousnes s  d e r i v e s  fundamental12 f r o a  t h e  w o r k e r s )  

econoinic p r o b l e m .  C9 I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  he  p o i n t s  o u t  that :  



Had Detroit Is Labour Unions been 
completely successful in elimina- 
ting job insecurity, the neigh- 
bourhood grievances, and struc- 
tural unemployment, militant 
class consciousness would have 
become a part of the com!nunitgts 
history. But unions have not don 
so. Hence consciousness remains. 70 

No matter how "advancedw the industrial society is, 

when crisis results in economic insecurity for workers of 

all types, the consequence is a fostering of working 

class consciousness. 71 Furthermore, it follows that the 

more proloqed and widespread the economic insecurity is, 

the higher the level of class consciousness which will be 

created and the more likely it is to result in militant 

behaviour and radical socio-econogic perspectives. 7 2  

Ledgett also points out that where plant and neighbour- 

hood organizations are formed, class attit~~des are 

further heightened. 73 

Clearli, economic insecurity does not hit all nembers 

of the labour force at once. dome (the instrumentallists 

and intelligentsia) have apparently been spared the trarnau 

for prolonged periods, and have on12 recentlj- felt the 

impact of the anarchy of cagitalist productionaand devel- 

opment. Consequently, it was noted earlier, class con- 
the 

sciousness develops unevenly ,74 in/same manner and parallel 

to the nneven development of capitalist economy, vrith its 



p e r i o d i c a l  i n s t r u c t u a l  c r i s i s .  It s h o u l d  be noted  a l s o  

i n  p a s s i n g ,  t h a t  world g a r  11, w i t n  all i t 3  i n t e n s e  

s o c i a l  f r u s t r a t i o n s  and t n e  c o n s e q u e n t  monetary i n f l a -  

t i o n  ( tnentioned i n  c h a p t e r  j), was s e e n  t o  o f t e n  r e s u l t  

i n  h e i g h t e n i n g  of  c l a s s  c o n u c i o u s n e s s .  d g a i n ,  J.C. 

L e g ~ e t t  o b s e r v e d  t h a t :  " . . . w h a t e v e r  t h e  s t a g e  o f  

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  g r e a t  d e p r e s s i o n s  and c a t a c l y s m i c  

wars d e s t r o y e d  t r a d i t i o n s  and c r e a t e  v a c u u m s  i n  which 

u p r o o t e d  s o r k e r s  c a n  a c q u i r e  r a d i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  and 

form r e v o l u t i o n a r ~  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  ~ 7 5  

C o n s i d e r i n g  o u r  ~ r e c e d i n ~  d i s c d s u i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  t e n d e n c i e s  and t r e n d s  o f  c o n t e a p o r j  c a p i t a l i s a ,  

what sight w e  s u p ~ o s e  a r e  t h e  lonp,-range p r o s p e c t s  f o r  

a r e v i v a l  o f  a r a d i c a l  and a i l i t a n t  and c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s -  

ness-? A s  i t  nas been a r g u e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n ? ~  c h a p t e r s  

o f  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  L a r c u s e  ' s  " a n a l y s i s w ,  t h e  

m u l t i p l i c i t y  of  problems now p l a g u i n g  the  c a p i t a l i s t  

sys tes i  i n  the  o a i n o u s  t i d e  o f  more and more s e v e r e  

c r i s i s  t o  come, Lead u s  t o  t h e  c o n c l x s i o a  t h a t  i t  i s  

n o t  a t  all b t o p i a n  t o  e x p e c t  a x i d e - s p r e a d  i n t e n s i f i c a -  

t i o n  o f  t h o s e  phenomena which c o n t r i b u t e  s t r o n g l y  t o  

i n c r e a s e s  i n  c l a s s  c o n s c i o m n e s s ,  i . e . ,  economic insecu- 

r i t y  and s o c i a l  m a r g i n a l i t y  bo th  w i t h i n  and w i t h o u t  t h e  

c a p i t a l i s t  m e t r o p o l e s .  



Ln a d d i t i o n  t o  s t r u c t u r a l  uneaployment i n  t h e  a f -  

f l u e n t  s o c i e t y ,  ~j.3. zeLigmm f o r e c a s t s  even h i g h e r  p e r -  

c e n t a g e s  of ~ ~ n e r n y l o y a e n t  i n  a l l  a r e a s  o f  l a b o u r  ( ' : ~ h i t e  

c o l l a r ,  o lue  c o l i a r ,  i n s t r u r n e n t a i i i s t s ,  i n t e l i i g e n t s i a )  7 6  

as a r e s u l t  of t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  s o p h i s t i c a t e d  automa- 

t i o n  t e c h n i q u e s  i n  c o a m o d i t j  p r o d u c i n s  e n t e r p r i s e s  a s  

welL as i n  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  f i e l d  o f  a d n i ~ i s t r a t i o n .  

r l u l z ' - e r ,  t h i s  e x p a n d i n e  s t r u c t u r a l  unenployment i s  by 

no means L i a i t e d  t o  )&hat  u n t i l  now have been i n  m a r g i n a l  

g r o u p s ,  i . e . ,  b l a c k s ,  P u e r t o  i i c a n s ,  chicanes, e t c .  

de l igman  p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t :  

A d e p a r t m e n t  o f  l a b o u r  s t u d y  be 
i s s u e d  i n  13b4 surnrnarizin&, t h e  
e x p e r i e n c e  of  t h e  workers  e f -  
f e c t e d  ~y ~ h d t d o ~ j ~ f i s  . . . r e -  
v e a l e d  q u i t e  siinilar i m p a c t s .  
bne s t r i k i n g  d i s c l o s u e  was 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  a v e r a g e  d i s -  
p lacement  worker  was a w h i t e  
male: i n  no c a s e  d i d  "nonwhi te"  
exceed 7 ,  o f  t h e  t o t a 1 . 7 7  

$ u r t h e r m o r e ,  h .  iflandel p o i n t s  o ~ t  t h a t  t h e  i a p a c t  

o f  t h i s  a u t o m t i o n  o r  " t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n "  on  

t h e  s 7 0 r k  f o r c e  o f  c a p i t a l i s m ,  " . . . t e n d s  t o  i n t e g r a t e  

a c o n s t a n t l ;  growing p a r t  o f  a a s s i v e  wage and s a l u r ;  

e a r n i n g s  i f i t3  a3 i n c r e a s i n g l ,  honogeneous p r o l e t a r i a t .  "78 

The c o n b i n a t i o n  of  t h e  t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o i u t i o n ,  

d e r i v i n g  froln and r e a c t i n g  oack upon s u c h  phenomenon as 



i n c r e a s i n g  c o m p e t i t i o n  between c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n s ,  t h e  

l o n g  range  a d v e r s e  e f f e c t s  and l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  aras 

spendin ,> ,  t h e  s t e a d i l y  ; v o r s e n i n ~  i n v e s t m e n t  c l i m a t e  i n  

t h e  Th i rd  i ior ld  a r e a s ,  and t h e  i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  o f  

p e r i o d i c  c r i s i s ,  would a p p e a r  t o  i n d i c a t e  a d e f i f i i t e  

and  l o n g  r a n g e  t r e n d  toward a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  widespread  

and m i l i t a n t  working c l a s s  c o n , c i o u s n c s ~ .  ~ a p i t a l i s t s '  

e f f o r t s  t o  c o u n t e r a c t  t h e  f a l l i n c ;  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t  th rough  

i n c o a e s  p o l i c i e s ,  wage r e s t r a i n t s ,  a n t i - t r a d e  union 

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and t h e  l i a i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e  

( a l l  o f  which t a c t i c s  a r e  c l e a r l y  o n  t h e  upswing t o d a y  

i n  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i e t y ) 7 9  as * e l l  as r e c u r r e n t  

and  growin4 s t r u c t u r a l  unemployment, mass l a y o f f s ,  and 

p e r i o d i c  f a c t o r ,  shutdowns,  and t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  ob-  

v i o u s  i n e q u a l i t i e s  of economic power and w e a l t h ,  w i l l ,  

i n  a l l  p r o b a b i l i t y  l e a d  t o  a r e s u r g a n c e  o f  c l a s s  con- 

s c i o u s n e s s  and c o n s e ~ u e n t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  There-  

f o r e ,  i t  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  u t o p i a n  o r  o u t  o f  harmony w i t h  

t h e  a c t u a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and t e n d e n c i e s  o f  contem- 

pory  c a p i t a l i s m ,  t o  e x p e c t  a t u r n  t o w a r d s  worker  m i l i -  

t a n c y  and t h e  i n c r e a s e d  use  o f  s u c h  t a c t i c s  as g e n e r a l  

s t r i k e s ;  as was t h e  c a s e  i n  3elgium i n  196d t o  19L1, i n  

$ranee i n  1366,  and t h e  n e a r  g e n e r a l  s t r i k e s  i n  13ritai.n 

i n  1370 and t h e  mass ive  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  



workers  and s x a l l  farm owners i n  3 r u s s e l s  i n  1371. 

i e r h a p s  i t  i s  assuned e r r o n e o u s l y  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  

of  t r a d e  union l e a d e r s h i p  r e p r e s e n t s  and r e f l e c t s  t h e  

consciousness and n i l i t a n c ,  of  t h e  membership. 13u 

Labour i e a d e r s ,  whi le  o f t e n  e x t r e a e l y  w e l l  en t renched  

i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n ,  l a c k  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  t h e  economic 

base  such  as ia efljoyed by c a p i t a i i s t  l e a d e r s ,  t o  

s u s t a i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  While t h e 2  o f t e r i  do c o n t r o l  

e x t e n s i v e  f i n a n c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  power, i t  i s  q u a l i t a -  

t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  from t h a t  c o n t r o l l e d  by t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s .  

I n  t h e  land r u n ,  t h e  l a b o u r  l e a d e r ' s  p o s i t i o n  i s  depen- 

d e n t  upon a s j r n p a t h e t i c  thou<;h o f t e n  a p a t h e t i c  c o n s t i -  

tuency.  C l e a r l y  i n  t i x e s  of prolonged o r  even s n o r t  

t e r a  ecorionic i n s e c u r i t y  and consequent  l a b o u r  d i s -  

c o n t e n t ,  t he  p o s i t i o n  of t h e  l a b o u r  l e a d e r  becomes i n -  

c r e a s i n g l j  c o n t i n g e n t  upon s u p p o r t  from t h e  rank and 

f i l e . 8 1  nnd as Legge t t  p o i n t s  o u t :  

Phefi underdogs a r e  convinced t h a t  
the b.I,O., t h e  Trade Union Leader- 
s h i p  Counci l ,  t h e  NAACP, t h e  Demo- 
c r a t i c  p a r t y ,  and l i k e  e s t a b l i s h e d  
o rga f i i za t i ons  canfiot f i n d  them jobs  
o t h e r  t h a n  deaean ing  t a s k s  without 
union j o b  p r o t e c t i o n ,  pay,  and 
p r e s t i g e ,  t h e  p e a c e f u l  p o l i t i c s  o f  
c o a l i t i o n  i s  i n  ~ e r i o u s  t r o u b l e . 8 2  

If and when t h e  l a b o u r  un ions  deve lop  an? a r e  

guided b, a  c l a s s  based r a d i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  the; become 



t h e  m o s t  s i q n i f i c a n t  f o r c e  i n  h a s t e n i n g  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  

o f  c a p i t a l i s n  by a c c e ~ t u a t i n ~  c a p i t a l i s t  c r i s i s  and 

propound ing  a l t e r n a t e  p r o p o s a i s  f o r  s o c i o - e c o n o a i c  and  

p o l i t i c a l  ~ r g a n i z a t i o n .  a3 .k.arcdse u o d d  do w e l l  t o  r e -  

member t h a t  r e v o l u t i o n s  and  i n t e n ~ e  r a d i c a l  rnilitaflt 

c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  a r e  n o t  and n e v e r  have  b e e n  " n o r a a l n  

c o n d i t i o n s .  d a t h e r ,  t h e y  a r e  reiatively u n i q u e ,  xa- 

t , : s ing  a t  r a r e  i n t e r v a l s  when t h e  u s u a l l y  s low g o i % t h  

of t h e  p r e c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s t r r ~ g s l e  Petween c o n t e q -  

d i n g  c l a s s e s  r e a c h e s  a peak.  ~ ! i  t h e  i n t e r i m  n o x e v e r ,  

t h e r e  i s  a r e l a t i v e  l u l l  i n  s u c h  a c t i v i t j  between ob-  

j e c t i v e l y  a n t t z g o n i u t i c  s o c i a l  c i , a ; s e s .  84 C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  

o b s e r v e r s  such  as ;8arcuse, h a v i n g  no r e a l  d e e p  r o o t e d  

o r  d i a l e c 5 i c a l  a n a l y s i s  o f  s o c i e t j ,  cone  t o  the  h a s t y  

c o n @ l u s i o n  t h a t  c a p i t a l i s t  s o c i a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  w i l l  

n e v e r  g e n e r a t e  r e v o l u t i o n n a r y  moves; o r  movexents  i n  

t h e  f o r s e e a b l e  f u t u r e .  nowever ,  as  E. h a n d e l  n o t e s :  

They ( t h e  4 ,orkers  ! go a lon;  w i t h  i t  
b e c a u s e  i t  h a s  been  c a p a b l e  o f  d e l i -  
v e r i n g  t h e  goods  t o  them o v e r  t h e  l a s t  
t h i r t y  gears.  he s y s t e m  h a s  been  
c a p a b l e  o f  g i v i n g  t h e n  h i g h e r  wages 
asd a h i g h e r  d e g r e e  o f  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y .  
i t  i s  t h i s  f a c t  wnich has d e t e r m i n e d  
t h e i r  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  ant i -communism, 
and n o t  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  ant i -corn-  
munism which has d e t e r m i n e d  s o c i a l  
s t a b i l i t y .  t h e  s y s t e m  becomes 
less and l e s s  c a p a b l e  o f  d e l i v e r i a ;  t h e  
g o o d s ,  a c o m p l e t e l y  new s i t u a t i o n  w i l l  
appear i n  the U n i t e d  ~ t a t e s . 8 5  



H e n r i  L e f e b v r e  suns up w e l l  t h e  r o o t s  o f  & a r c u s e ' s  

m i s c o n c e p t i o n .  He w r i t e s  : 

A t  once o b j e c t i v e  a n d  s u b j e c t i v e ,  
t h e  c l a s s  c o n f l i c t  i s  p e r p e t u a l ,  
t b o u r h  somet imes  o n l y  L a t e n t  and 
h i d d e n  2nd s o z e t i m e s  o v e r t  m d  
e x p l o s i v e .  I t  n e v e r  s t o p s ,  thot-@ 
i t  s o n e t i a e s  a p p e a r  t o  have  done s o .  8C; 

au7ii.nary : 

I n  s u r n m r ~  t h e n ,  i t  has been i n i t i a l l ,  arksued t h a t  

Aarcgse  I s  c o a c l ~ s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n s  t h e  id&; ranee i a p a c t  

of t h e  " t h i r d  i f l d u s t r i a l  r e v o l d t i o n "  o n  t h e  c o a ~ o s i t i o n  

of t h e  woriiin*: c l a s s ,  i s  i n  g e n e r a l  i f i c o r r e c t .  I n d e e d ,  

we have  s e e n  t h a t  %bile automation has  g i v e ?  r i s e  t o  a n  

expafided w i n s t r ~ m e n t a l i s t  i n t e : i i ~ . , e n t s i a "  i n  t h e  ~ o r k i n g  

c i a s s ,  ~ i a r c u s e  has however grossly e x a g g e r a t e d  t n e  

e x t e n t  o f  i t s  ~ o t e n t i a l  c o q t r o i  o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  I > r o c e s s ,  

i t s  powers and i t s  i n d i s p e n s i b i l i t ,  t o  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s .  

F u r t h e r ,  he d e s i c n a t e s  what a r e  i n  f a c t  s h a r t  t e r n  t e n -  

d e n c i e s  i n  t n i s  d i r e c t i o n  a s  l ~ n g  term o n e s .  A s  p a i n t e e  

o u t  e a r i i e r ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  t o  r e f s t e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  n a t u r e  

o f  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  ~ o p h i ~ t i c a t e d  knowledge and s n i l l s  

f o r  t h e  c a p i t a l i s m  o f  and a f t e r  the  t h i r d  i n d d s t r i a l  

r e v o l u t i o n ,  n o r  t o  sd,;est t h a t  t h e r e  w i l i  De an, r e g r e s -  

s i o n  i n  t h i s  a r e a .  The a r g u x e n t s  s t a t e d  h o ~ e v e r  t h a t  



t h e  upsu rge  i n  t h e  demand f o r  h i g h l y  s & ~ i l l e d  and  e d u c a t e d  

worisers  was a t e m p o r a r y  phenomenon p e c u l i a r  t o  t h e  peal< 

s tages  o f  t h e  " t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n t ' .  F i n a l l j ,  

i t  s h o u l d  b e  r e c a l l e d  t h a t  e v e n  t n e  h i ~ h ~ j  s ~ i l l e d  

l a b o u r  r e q s i r e d  a f t e r  the " p e a k n  i s  b e i n 4  rapidl; 

n t r i v i a l i z e d "  t o  e n a b l e  w o r x e r s  w i t h  low b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n ,  

p r o p o r t i o n a l l ,  l o w e r  salar; e x p e c t a t i o n s ,  2nd s i g n i f i c a n -  

ti; l o w e r  s o c i a l  a n d  j o b  m o b i l i t y  e x p e c t a t i o n ;  t o  be 

t r a i n e d  f o r  s p e c i f i c  t a s k s  o f  o p e r a t i n g  the  complex new 

s i l c h i n e r j .  

b e x t  i t  was a r g ~ i e d  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  r e b e l l i o n  was 

b e s t  e x p l a i n e d  a t  b a s e ,  by a n  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  s t u d e n t ' s  

i n c r e a s i n g  e x c L u s i o n  f rom t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  s j  s t e m ,  due  

lareel$ t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  " t h i r d  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u -  

t i o n "  as weil as t o  numerous o t h e r  c o n t r s d i c t i o f i s  and 

a s p e c t s  o r  c a p i t a l i s t  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  r z t h e r  t h a n  b-, r e f  - 
e r e n c e  t o  E r o s  a n d  b e d i p u s .  Y o u t h ' s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  

s y s t e a  d o e s  n o t  stem f r o n  a r e l a t i v e l y  u n i n h i b i t e d  

l i b i d i n o u s  d r i v e ,  r a t h e r  t h e  s t u d e n t  r e b e l l i o n  i n  g e n e r a l  

a n d  t h e  c o u n t e r - c u l t u r e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  h a v e  t h e i r  o r i - > i n  

a l s o  i n  t n e  e x c l u s i o n  from a n d  t h e r e f o r e  d i s i l l u i o n m e n t  

w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  c u l t u r e .  T h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  

meant  t o  be a a  e x h a u s t i v e  a n a i y s i s  o f  t h e  s t h d e n t  

movement, r a t h e r ,  o n l y  a g e n e r a l  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  i t s  r o o t s  



o r  b a s e s  i n  t h e  soc io -economic  s t r u c t u r e  and  c o n t r a d i c -  

t i o n s  of advanced c a p i t a l i s n .  

kin all^ i t  was ar j iued  t h a t ,  on t h e  basis o f  r e c e n t  

s t u d i e s ,  p a r t i c u i a r l ,  J .  d .  d e g g e t t  ' s ,  and i n  c o g s i d e -  

r a t i o n  of e a r l i e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  on  c r i s e s  and c o n t r a d i c -  

t i o n s  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  s y s t e m ,  l a r c u s e ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  of 

b o t h  p r e s e n t  and p r o b a b l e  f u t u r e  l e v e l s  o f  work ing  c l a s s  

cor ; sc ioksness  i s  t o  v a r y i n s  d e z r e e s  i n c o r r e c t .  I n  

o t h e r  wordd, h i s  a s s e s s 3 e n t  o f  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  and 

q u a l i t a t i v e  d e g r e e  o f  t h e  w o r k i n s  c l a s s '  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  

t h e  c a p i t a l i 3 t  sys t em i s  o f t e n  o v e r s t a t e d  and t e n d s  oc -  

c a s i o n a l l - j  towards t h e  a b s u r d .  
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CONCLUSION 

T h i s  t h e s i s  has  sought t o  examine c r i t i c a l l y  t h e  

main f e a t u r e s  of Marcusets  p a r t i c u l a r  pe r spec t ive  on 

human l i b e r a t i o n .  Also i t  has  focused on the  f o u r  main 

p rex iaes  of Marcuse 's a n a l y s i s  of t h e  n a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y n .  

T h i s  was done because i t  was l a r g e l ,  the  conclusions 

drawn from these  main econoaic p r e a i s e s  which s i g n i f i -  

c a n t l y  motivated t h e  development of h i s  pe r spec t ive  on 

l i b e r a t i o n  i n  the  ,enera1 d i r e c t i o n  i t  t a ~ e s .  

Marcusets  a n a l y s i s  of the  main f e a t u r e s  a n d  dynamics 

of  advanced c a p i t a l i s m ,  l e d  him t o  f o u r  main c o n c l ~ s i o n s .  

F i r s t ,  ae  r e c a l l ,  he argued t h a t  s t r u g g l e s  f o r  n a t i o n a l  

l i b e r a t i o n  i n  the  Third World were more o r  l e s s  des t ined  

t o  f a i l u r e  u n t i l  t he  c a p i t a l i s t  system f i r s t  had been 

des t royed a t  i t s  " s t ronges t  l i n k m ,  ( t h e  advanced indus- 

t r ia l  s o c i e t y  iil-.elf ). A s  a r e s u l t  of h i s  percept ion  of 

( 1 )  t h e  d e t e m i n a t i o n  and npowertt of the  l e a d e r s  of t h e  

advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  t o  prevent ano the r  ttCubaw, and 

( 2 )  t h e  thoroush n i n s t i n c t u a l w ,  i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  v a s t  

ma jo r i ty  of t h e  populace of t h e  "Affluent  S o c i e t y w ,  i n t o  

t h e  g o a l s  and va lues  of t h e  system, Uarcuse concluded t h a t  

the  emphasis on t h e  "weakest l i n k w ,  t h e  T h i r d  & o r l d ,  a s  



t h e  primary f o c u s  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  was unwar- 

r a n t e d .  Not onlyr d i d  he see such s t ruE ;d l e s  as being 

f i n a l l y  i n e f f e c t i v e  whi le  con f ron ted  by t h e  s u s t a i n e d  

po*er of the  a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y ,  but a l s o  he d e p r e c i a t e d  t h e  

probable  impact such s t r u g g l e s ,  even i f  successfi.i l ,  would 

have upon t h e  "wel l - f i lnc t ion ingn  c a p i t a l i s t  system. 

The second major premise,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  due t o  t h e  

t h r e a t  of t h e  "enemyw communisa i n t e r - i m p e r i a l i s t  compe- 

t i t i o n  had been " f rozenn ,  and t h e  consequent c r i s i s  

stemming from such  compe t i t i on  had been a v e r t e d .  F u r t h e r ,  

and i n t e r - r e l a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  p remise ,  he sugges ted  t h a t  

t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of t h i s  "enemyw provided t h e  neces sa ry  

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  advanced c a p i t a l i s m ' s  s u s t a i n e d  and 

expanding war preparedness  economy, based inc reas i f i g ly  

upon a huge m i l i t a r y  replacement market .  Such an emphasis 

on arms spending,  was seen  t o  p rov ide  c a p i t a l i s m  wi th  a 

r e l a t i v e l y  l i m i t l e s s  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  " s a f e t y  v a l v e w  f o r  

t h e  i n t r i n s i c  and i n c r e a s i n g  p r e s s u r e s  f o r  economic ex- 

pans ion  of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  system. 

F i n a l l y ,  and l a r g e l y  as a consequence o f  t h e s e  

f a c t o r s ,  but  a l s o  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  due t o  i n c r e a s e d  govern- 

ment i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  economy and i n c r e a s e d  economic 

c o n t r o l  due t o  a o n o g o l i z a t i o n  t r e n d s ,  Marcuse argued t h a t  

t h e  p e r i o d i c  c r i s e s ,  and perhaps  even g e n e r a l  c r i s e s  



which had p r e v i o u s l y  p lagued t h e  sys tem c a u s i n g  f r e q u e n t  

and widespread economic i n s t a b i l i t y ,  were i n c r e a s i n g l y  

b e i n g  e f f e c t i v e l y  avo ided  o r  a t  l e a s t  minimized.  

In sunmary h e  viewed advanced c a p i t a l i s m ,  u n l e s s  

undermined i n i t i a l l j  by w s u b j e c t i v e n  f a c t o r s ,  as b e i n g  

q u i t e  c a p a b l e  o f  s u s t a i n i n g  and even e x p a n d i n s  a f f l u e n c e  

and s t a b i l i t y .  

It was l a r g e l j  on t h e  basis o f  t h a t  " a n a l $ s i s w  t h a t  

l a r c u s e  f u r t h e r  conc luded  t h a t  t h e  working c l a s s ,  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  a g e n t ,  w a s  i n c r e a s i n g i y  and 

t t t o t a l l j r  i . e . ,  " i n s t i n c t t i a l l y  ", w b i o l o g i c a l l y n ,  and 

" p h y s i o l o g i c s l l y  ", i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  dominant  g o a l s  and 

v a l u e s  of t h e  sys tem.  Under t h e  combined impac t  o f  t h e  

t h r e a t  o f  comnunism f r o =  w i t h o u t ,  t h e  s u s t a i n e d  and ex-  

pand in6  a f f l u e n c y  w i t h i n ,  and t h e  e f f e c t i v e  m e n t a l  mani- 

p u l a t i o n  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  t e l e v i s i o n  and t h e  a l l i e d  media,  

t h e  working c l a s s  had s u p p o s e d l y  been s t r i p p e d  o f  any 

c l a s s - b a s e d  p o l i t i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e .  Their i n t e g r a t i o n  was 

s e e n  t o  have  reached  t h e  v e r y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  o f  man. 

F u r t h e r ,  he  a r g u e d ,  t h a t  t h e  c h a n g i n g  n a t u r e  of t h e  b a s i c  

means o f  p r o d u c t i o n  was i n c r e a s i n g l y  r e s g l t i n g  i n  a s u s -  

t a i n e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  change i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  working 

c l a s s .  With d e v e l o p i n g  and widespread  use  o f  t e c h n o l o g i -  

c a l l y  complex mash ine ry  and a p p a r a t u s  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  



p r o c e s s ,  t h e r e  r e s u l t e d  a l o n g  t e r m  t r e n d  t o w a r d s  a cons-  

t a n t l y  i n c r e a s i n g  denand f o r  a n  " i n s t r u a e n t a l i s t  i n t e l -  

l i g e n t s i a "  i n  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  p r o c e s s .  T h i s  r e s u l t e d  i n  a 

p a r a l l e l  l o n g  term t r e n d  towards  t h e  r i s i n g  impor tance  o f  

a nnew working c l a s s n  as t h e  e s s e n t i a l ,  d e v e l o p s e n t a l ,  

i n s t a l l a t i o n  and o p e r a t i o n a l  p e r s o n n e l  o f  t h e  new produc- 

t i v e  a p p a r a t u s .  

Consequen t ly ,  Marcuse conc luded  t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  

r e b e l l i o n  (which  he viewed as r o o t e d  f u n d a m a n t a l l j  i n  t h e  

s t u d e n t ' s  view ~f s u s z a i n e d  and  i n c r e a s i n g  a f f l u e n c y  and 

o p p o r t u n i t y  and a s  d e r i v i n g  i t s  i m p e t u s  from t h e  demands 

o f  t h e  n l i f e  i n s t i n c t s w ) ,  h i t  t h e  advanced c a p i t a l i s t  

s o c i e t y  a t  i t s  most v u l n e r a b l e  s p o t .  The s t u d e n t s  were 

t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  e s s e n t i a l  p o t e n t i a l  " i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t  

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a "  , t h e  "new working c l a s s n .  The c o a b i n a t i o n  

o f  t h e  s u S J e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  E r o s  and o b j e c t i v e  f a c t o r s  

( t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l .  new r o l e  as w i n s t r u n e n t a l i s t  i n t e l l i -  

g e n t s i a " )  made t h i s  "young r a d i c a l  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a n  a 

p e c u l i a r i l y  e f f e c t i v e l y  s i t u a t e d  a n d  s u b j e c t i v e l y  p r e p a r e d  

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  f o r c e .  

L a r g e l y  m o t i v a t e d  by t h e  "one d i m e n s i o n a l i t y "  h e  

p e r c e i v e d  i n  t h e  a f f l u e n t  s o c i e t y ,  Harcuse  c o n s e q u e n t l y  

looked  f o r  a b r e a k  i n  t h e  continuum o f  r e p r e s s i o n  e l s e -  

where t h a n  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l v i o r ~ i n ~  c l a s s .  T h e i r  



" t o t a l w  i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  t h e  dominant c ~ l t u r e  and p o l i t i -  

c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  t h e  r e p r e s s i v e  s t a tus  quo,  combined 

w i t h  t h e  a p p a r e n t  t r e n d  towards l o n g  term economic s t a b -  

i l i t y  and a f f l u e n c j ,  e f f e c t i v e  t e c n n o l o g i c a l  and mental  

man ipu la t i on ,  and t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  "enemyn, r e s u l t e d  

i n  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e  e l i m i n a t i o n  from t h e  p o l i t i c a l  scene  

u n l e s s  a o t i v a t e d  ~y t h e  p r i o r  a c t i o n s  and i d e a s  of  a  

r e v o l u t i o n a q  c a t a l y s t  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  r anks .  

Witn such  t o t a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  i t  became d i f f i c u l t  i f  

no t  imposs ib le  t o  conce ive  of  c o n d i t i o n s  s r l i ch  would 

i n s p i r e  t h e  neces sa ry  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  coascioLisness. Con- 

s equen t ly  i t  q~as argued t h a t  Xarcuse soaght  a concept  o f  

man wnich w o d d  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  o f  "one d i a e n s i o n a l i t y " ,  

a l l ow  f o r  a n  emergent r e i e c t i o n  of  t h e  s t a tus  qdo.  It 

was t h i s  f a c t o r  wnich mot iva ted  h i s  subsequent  s h i f t  t o  a 

F reud ian  concept  o f  human e s sence .  The c o n s t a n t  i n s t i n c -  

t u a l  energy o f  t h e  Freudian  " l i f e  i n s t i n c t s "  provided 

Marcuse no t  on ly  w i t h  a p o t e n t i a l  s u b j e c t i v e  b r e a ~  w i t h  

t h e  s t a t u s  quo,  but a l s o  he a rgued ,  i t  provided a break 

which was q u a l i t a t i v e l y  nore  r a d i c a l  t h a n  "mere" working 

c l a s s  consc iousness .  T h i s  ivas due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  

was d e r i v e d  no t  from a consc ious  r e a c t i o n  t o  e x t e r n a l  

s t i m u l i ,  bu t  r % t h e r  i t  stemmed from and r e f l e c t e d  t h e  

very essence  of  man, thk  "demndst '  of t h e  " l i f e  i n s t i n c t s w .  



A s  we n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  s a c h  a "new s e n s i b i l i t y n  was 

t o  be found most s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e  v r a d i c a l  young i n -  

t e l i i g e n t s i a n  ( a s  w e l l  a s  i n  c e r t a i n  members o f  t h e  

g h e t t o  p o p u l a t i o n ; .  It was, f u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h i s  c h a r a c -  

t e r i s t i c  which r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  "new men ' sv  s u p e r b  s u i t -  

a b i l i t y  as l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n ,  f o r  o n l y  t h e y ,  

b e i n g  m o t i v a t e d  i n  t h o u g h t  and a c t i o n  b j  t h e  deaande o f  

t h e  l i f e  i n s t i n c t s ,  c o u l d  c o n s t r u c t  a s o c i e t y  ivhich was 

i n  harmon, w i t h  and conduc ive  t o  t h e  f u r t h e r  development  

o f  t h e  e s s e n c e  o f  man. & a r c u s e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  any r e v o l u -  

t i o n a r y  s t r u . ; < l e  which d i d  n o t  have  s u c h  "new menn 

( l i b i d i n o u s l y  m o t i v a t e d )  t o  g u i d e  i t ,  c o u l d  n e v e r  a c h i e v e  

" r e a l "  l i b e r a t i o n  f o r  nank ind  f o r  t h e  s i a p l e  r e a s o n  t h a t ,  

g i v e n  t h e i r  r e p r e s s e d  i n s t i n c t s ,  o r d i n a r y  a e n  were i n -  

c a p a b l e  o f  p e r c e i v i n g  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t r l i b e r a t i o n n .  T h i s  

f a c t  was t h e  b a s i c  r e a s o n ,  he  s u g g e s t e d ,  why all p a s t  

r e v o l d t i o n s  had f a i l e d  t o  b r e a k  o u t  o f  t h e  " v i c i o u s  c i r c l e  

o f  r e p r e s s i o n n .  The " P s j c h i c  Ther in idorn ,  t h e  consequence  

of widespread  r e p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  i n s t i n c t u a l  s t r u c t u r e s  o f  

t h e  c i t i z e n r y ,  s imply  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  p e r p e t u a t i o n  o f  

t h i s  r e p r e s s i o ? .  

T h i s  was t h e  b a s i c  p e r s p e c t i v e  e l a b o r a t e d  by % a r c u s e  

and i t  was t h e s e  main u n d e r l y i n g  p r e n i s e s  which we have  

sough t  t o  e v a l u a t e  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s .  



I n i t i a l l y ,  we r e c a l l  t h a t  i t  H a s  concluded t h a t  t h e  

f o u r  main prsmises  o f  idarcuse 's  * a n a l y s i s n  o f  advanced 

c a p i t a l i s a  were t o  va ry ing  d e ~ r e e s  o u t  o f  harm on^ w i t h  t h e  

a c t u a l  m t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  F i r s t  i t  was c3ncluded t h a t  

he had s e r i o u s l y  underes t imated  t h e  e s s e n t i s l  a n j  v i t a l  

p o s i t i o n  occupied b2 t h e  Th i rd  ho r ld  i n  t h e  world c a p i t a -  

l i s t  system as we l l  as t h e  p o t e f i t i a l  f o r  s u c c e s s  of  na- 

t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  decause  o f  

i n c r e a s e d  p r e s s u r e s  brought t o  bear  o n  t h e  s,stem by l o n g  

term cur rency  i n f l a t i o n ,  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e r - c a p i t a l i s t  com- 

p e t i t i o n  and i n  g e n e r a l ,  a f a l l i n g  ave rage  r a t e  o f  p r o f i t ,  

a s  well as dwindl ing  s u p p l i e s  o f  n e c e s s a r y  cheap raw 

m a t e r i a l s ,  advanced c s p i t a l i s r n  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  cornins t o  

r e l y  upon t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  raw m a t e r i a l s ,  cheap l a b o u r ,  and 

t h e  markets  o f  t h e  Thi rd  World. However, i t  was a l s o  

assued  t h a t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  widespread and i n t e a s e  n a t i o n a l  

l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e s  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  a r e  becomming nore  

s u c c e s s f u l  c ~ n t r a r y  t o  d a r c u s e ' s  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  t hey  

would no t .  The cgnsequences o f  such  s u c c e s s e s  i s  o f t e n  

t h e  i nd ig inous  development o f  i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m ,  

which t e n d s  t o  d i a i n i s h  fo rmer  monopoly marke t s  and sour -  

c e s  of cheap l a b o u r  and raw a a t e r i a l s .  Even i n  a r e a s  

where such stru:;;=les have no t  r e s u l t e d  i n  s o c i a l i s t  t a ~ e  

o v e r  of  t h e  econonies ,  s i a p l y  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  i n t e n s i t y  of 



t h o s e  s t r u g g l e s  i s  o f t e n  a n  adequa t e  d e t e r e n t  f o r  much 

p o t e n t i a l  inves tment  dae  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l l y  and s o c i a l l y  

"unfavorab le  inves tment  c l i m a t e n .  

Next i t  was a rgued  t h a t  X a r c u s e t s  second major 

premise -- t h e  e l i a i n a t i o n  of  i n t e r - i m p e r i a l i s t  competi- 

t i o n  -- was a l s o  a n  e r roneous  conc lus ion .  Converse ly ,  i t  

was po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  sdch i n t e r - i a p e r i a l i s  t compe t i t i on  

was on t h e  upwing, due t o  the  re-emergence o f  J apan  and 

Europe ( u n d e r  t h e  a u s p i c e s  of t h e  Luropean Common Market)  

as  major  c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n s .  The consequent  c o m p e t i t i o n  

f o r  s o u r c e s  of raw m a t e r i a l  and cheap l a b o u r  as w e l l  as t h e  

i n c r e a s i n g  b a t t l e s  f o r  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  marke t s  o f  t h e  

Thi rd  World, t e n d s  t o  a g g r a v a t e  a n  a l r e a d y  worseniflg si-  

tua t io f l .  F u r t h e r  i t  was noted t h a t  such  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  

t h e  realm of  both  domes t ic  and f o r e i g n  marke t s  was i n -  

c r e a s i n g l y  d e p r i v i n g  t h e  most advanced c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n  

( t h e  U . S . A . )  h e r  l o n g  enjoyed p r i v i l e d g e d  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  

world economy. The narrowing of t h e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  gap 

between t h e  U.S.A.  on  t h e  one hand and Europe (European 

Comnon l a r k e t )  and Japan  on t h e  o t h e r ,  and t h e  consequent 

narrowing of  t h e  p r o d w t i v i t y  gap ,  i n c r e a s i n g l y  pu t  U.S. 

c a p i t a l i s m  ( t h e  mojt advanced) ,  i n  a worsening c o m p e t i t i v e  

p o s i t i o n ,  e s p e c i a l l ,  c o n s i d e r i n g  i t s  much h i g h e r  l abou r  

c o s t s .  



The t h i r d  p r e n i s e  concern ing  t h e  l o n g  term e f f i c a c y  

o f  a r n s  spending  as a " s a f e t y  va lve"  f o r  c a p i t a l i s t  

p r e s s u r e s  f o r  expans ion ,  a l s o  was shown t o  have s i g n i f i -  

c a n t  l i a i t a t i o n s .  It was s r eued  t h a t  such  spendifig r e -  

s u l t e d  no t  onl, i n  a l o n g  t e r a  t r e n d  towards  cu r r ency  i n -  

f l a t i o n ,  w i t h  a l l  i t s  a t t e n d a n t  s o c i a l  problem, but  i t  

was a l s o  a rgued  t h a t  such a n  emphasis  on aras spending 

o f t e n  l e d  i n d i r e c t l y  t o  a speeded u p  r a t e  o f  i n c r e a s e  of  

t h e  o r g a n i c  c o a p o s i t i o n  of  c a p i t a l  and subsequeflt  i n -  

c r e a s e s  i n  s t r u c t u r a l  unemployment. 

F i n a i l j  i t  was p o i n t e d  o u t  t ha t  g i v e 9  t h e  g e n e r a l  

economic c ~ n d i t i o n s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  above d i s c u s s i o n s ,  

and f u r t h e r  @ven t h e  b a s i c  i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  i n c r e a s e d  

monopoly c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  economy and t h e  s h o r t c o a i n g s  of  

government in tervet : t ion i n  t h e  econom~., p e r i o d i c  c r i s i s  

no t  on ly  p e r s i s t e d  i n  t h e  advanced s t a ~ e s  of  c a p i t a l i s a ,  

bu t  occured w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  f reqaency  as t h e  i n t r i n s i c  

ana rchy  of c a p i t a l i s t  p roduc t ion  and deve lopnent  con t inued  

unabated.  

P o r  a l l  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  i t  was concluded t h a t  h iarcuse 's  

concep t ion  of  a "smooth f u n c t i o n i n g w ,  " r e l a t i v e l y  c r i s i s  

f r e e w  and i n c r e a s i n g l ;  p rosperous  advanced c a p i t a l i s m ,  was 

t o  a l a r g e  deg ree  comple te ly  a t  odds bo th  w i t h  t h e  immedi- 

a t e  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  and wi th  t h e  p robable  t r e n d s  of 



t h i s  advanced c a p i t a l i s m .  Consequent ly ,  be fo re  t h e  d i s -  

c u s s i o n  even moved l n t o  a  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  h i 3  v i e ~ s  on 

t h e  wortcin,, c l a a ~ ,  c e r t a i n  premises  fundamental  t o  t h a t  

a n a l y s i s  had a l r e a d y  been undercu t .  P a r t i c u l a r l y  s i g n i -  

f i c a n t  was t h e  r e j e c t i o n  of h i s  n o t i o n  o f  a "smooth func-  

t i o : ~ i n ~ : ~  afid " r e l a t i v e l y  c r i s i s  f r e e "  economy. Indeed ,  

i t  should  r a t h k r  b e  argued t h a t  the workin; c l a s s  o f  t h e  

most advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  ( 2 . S . A . )  appe2 r s  t o  be 

i n  f o r  a prolonged pe r iod  of  economic i n s t a b i l i t y  and 

d e c r e a s i n g  a f f l u e n c y  as t h e  " t a r i f f  b a r r i e r s w  go u p  

around t h e  world 3 3  i a p o r t e d  c r i s e s .  I t  i n c r e a s i n g l ; ,  

dae t o  t he  problems i t  f a c e s  i n  t h e  Yhird f io r ld  l t v i t h  cu r -  

rency  i n f l a t i o n  and w i t h  i n t e n s i f i e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  from 

o t h e r  c a p i t a l i s t  n a t i o n s ,  J .S.  c a p i t a l i s t s  w i l l  be f o r c e d ,  

i n  o r a e r  t o  b o l s t e r  d e c l i n i n g  r a t e s  of g r o f i t ,  t o  dec rease  

n r e a l ' l  wages th rough  a v a r i e t y  o f  d i r e c t  and i n d i r e c t  

t e c h n i q u e s  and a l s o  t o  h a s t e n  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  orgar i ic  

compos i t ion  of  c a ~ i t a l  s o  as t o  b o t h  i n c r e a s e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  

and d e c r e s s e  l a b o u r  c o s t s .  Such a e a s u r e s  r e s u l t  o f  course  

i n  a g r a d u a l  i n c r e a s e  iri t h e  r a t e  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  uneaploy- 

ment. 

A s  t o  & i r c u s e t s  m t i o n  t h a t  t h e  working c l a s s  of  t h e  

advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t $  i s  " t o t a l l y "  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  

t h e  system, i t  was concluded on t h e  b a s i s  of uea 3 .  



Seligrnanf s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  J .  C. LegL:ett 's  s t u d i e s  i n  

t h e s e  a r e a s ,  t h a t  such a  c o n c l m i o n  was p a t e n t 1 2  f a l s e ,  

Indeed,  many s e c t o r s  o f t h e  working c l a s s  were . # e l l  i n t e -  

g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  sjste:n,  bux c o n t r a r y  t o  & a r c u s e f  s view, 

i t  was i n  t h e  l a s t  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  s u s t a i n e d  a f f l ~ e n c j  o f  

t h e  s y s t e n  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s  which f a c i l i t a t e d  such  i n t e g r a -  

t i o n .  lhe n o t i o n  o f  an  e x t e r n a l  "enemyn and consequent  

war p repa rednes s  were seen no t  n e a r l y  as e f f e c t i v e  a t  

e l i m i n a t i n ~  c l a s s  antagonisms as Harcuse  would have us 

b e l i e v e .  Indeed ,  i t  was argued t h a t  prolonged and i n t e n s e  

war p repa rednes s  and t h e  frequericy of  a c t u a l  war a r e  o f t e n  

themse lves  s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r s  i n  g i v i n g  r i s e  t o  m i l i t a g t  

and r a d i c a l  workin2 c l a s s  consc iousness .  F u r t h e r ,  Aar- 

c u s e f s  n o t i o n  o f  the  "depthH of  t h e  working c l a s s  i n t e -  

g r a t i o n  i. e.  , " i n s t i n c t d a l W ,  " b i ~ l o g i c a l ~ ~ ,  wpsycholo;:ical " ,  

e t c .  and h i s  subsequent  n o t i o n  of  a  "Psychic  Thermidorw,  

were s e e n  t o  ae  f i r m l y  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  F reud ian  theory  o f  

i n s t i n c t s  wnicn ne re  shown t o  be s o  much myth makin?, 

d e r i v i n g  i t s  l i m i t e d  c r e d i b i l i t y  f r o m  i t s  correspondence 

with and development from phenomenial appearances .  

The re fo re  i t  was concluded tha t  no t  on ly  d i d  working 

c l a s s  consc iousnes s  flow e x i s t  i n  some c e n t r a l  a r e a s  o f  the  

advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  a l s o  i t  was s e e n  t h a t  t h e  

pr imary base f o r  such  working c l a s s  consc iousnes s  r e s t e d  



i n  t h e  f a c t o r s  of economic i n s t a b i l i t y ,  s o c i a l  m a r g i n a l i t y ,  

and i n  c e r t a i n  c a s e s ,  t h e  work expe r i ence .  Consequent ly ,  

i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o c  o f  t h e  before  mentioned t r e n d s  and con- 

d i t i o n s  i n  advanced c a ~ i t a l i s m ,  i t  i s  not  a t  a l l  u top ian  

o r  u n r e a l i s t i c  t o  expect  a re -eaergence  o f  r a d i c a l  and 

m i l i t a n t  workin!< c l a s s  c o n s c i o u ~ n e s s  i n  t h e  " a f f l u e n t w  

s o c i e t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  if such c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  e x p l o i t e d  by 

widespread p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t ~  and educa t ion .  

I n  regard  t o  Marcuse f s  views on t h e  changing s t r u c -  

t u r e  of t h e  working c l a s s ,  we r e c a l l  t h a t  he had rniscons- 

t r u e d  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  term e f f e c t s  of t h e  t h i r d  i n -  

d u s t r i a l  r e v o l d t i o n  towards i n c r e a s e d  empha~cis on h igh ly  

educated work f o r c e ,  and thereby  f a l s e l y  concluded t h a t  

t h e  trend was i n  f a c t  a l o n g  term one. Conversely ,  it 

was argued t h a t  a f t e r  a c e r t a i n  p o i n t  i n  t h i s  "Third indus-  

t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n w ,  n e c e s s i t y  and consequent  demand f o r  

n i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t  i n t e l l i g e n t s i a w  began t o  f a l l  o f f  s h a r p l y .  

Furthermore we noted t h a t  t h i s  " r e v o l d t i o n "  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  

r e s u l t i n g  i n  a * * r e a l H  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  s k i l l  and 

educa t ion  l e v e l  of t h e  workers  who remain employed i n  

t h e s e  * r e v o l u t i o n i z e d n  c a p i t a l i s t  e n t e r p r i s e s .  

Following from t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  we argued t h a t  i t  was 

t h i s  i n t e n s i f i e d  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  demand f o r  t h e  h i g h l y  

educated youth of t h e  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y ,  and t h e  



c o m e q u e n t  " r e n e g i n g n  o f  t h e  nprornisesw o f  op i . ' o r tun i ty ,  

u ~ w a r d  socio-economic  a o b i l i t ; ,  " r e w a r d i n g n  rvorri, e t c .  , 
which l a y  2 t  i h e  base  o f  t h e  s t d d e n t  r e b e l l i o n  o f  t h e  

s i x t i e s .  T h i s  was ig sharp c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  d a r c u s e  I s  

view t h a t  t h e  s t u d e n t  r e b e l l i o n  and c o u n t e r  c u l t u r e  had 

t h e i r  r o o t s  i n  h a s ,  as a n  i n d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  s u s t a i n e d  

a f f l u e n c j  and i n c r e a s i n g  socio-ecoaornic o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  

C o n s e q u e n t l j ,  i t  was f u r t h e r  conc luded  t h a t  t h e  r e ~ e l l i o n  

o f  t h e  2 o u t n  o f  t h e  advanced i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e  

s i x t i e s  was n o t  t h e  q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  "Great  

R e f u s a l "  S a r c u s e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  i t  was, and is .  3 o t  o n l y  

was s u c h  a n o t i o n  shown t o  b e  f a l s e  o n  t h e s e  g r o u n d s ,  b u t  

a l s o ,  t h e  e a r l i e r  c r i t i q u e  of  F r e u d i a n  i n s t i n c t  t h e o r y ,  

i n  which  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  t h e  "Great  I i e f u s a l "  i s  f i r m l y  r o o t e d ,  

*as a l s o  shown to b e  e r r o n e o d s .  A s  a r e s u l t ,  w h i l e  the  
tI t1 

r e v o l t  of  che , . ~ ~ t h  s h o ~ l d  n o t  be w r i t t e n  o f f  , i t  c e r -  

t a i Q  has oeen  snown t o  be o f  a q u a l i t a t i v e l y  d i f f e r e n t  

n a t u r e  t h a n  karcdse views i t  t o  be. 

On t h e  c a s i s  o f  t h e s e  c r i t i c i s m ,  i t  must ue conc luded  

that S a r c u s e ' s  s h i f t  o f  e n p h a s i s  t o  p r i m a r i l y  " s u b j e c t i v e "  

f a c t o r s  and h i s  f o c u s  on t h e  m i d d l e s  c l a s s  y o u t h ,  was by 

and l a r g e  m w a r r a n t b d .  d i s  e n t i r e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  a 

"new a p p r o a c h w  t o  t n e  kroblern of l i o e r a t f o n  had r c ~ t e d  

upon t h e  c o n c l u s i o n s  he had draqvvn r e g a r d i n g  the  



c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  and t e n d e n c i e s  of  advanced c a p i t a l i s m  and 

t h e  s i g s i f i c a n t  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  working c l a s s  i f l  t h e  

% f f l u e n t t '  s o c i e t i .  t h e r e f o r e ,  hav ing  shown the weakness 

and o u t r i s h t  e r r o r s  o f  t h e s e  c o n c l u s i o n s ,  i t  f o l l ~ o s  t h a t  

Marcuse Is j d s t i f  i c a t i o n  f o r  a subsequent  s h i f t  i n  emphasis 

has a l s o  been seve r l ;  undemined .  T n i s  t h e s i s  however 

does  no t  s imply c r i t i c i z e  Marcuse '5 p e r s p e c t i v e  on human 

l i b e r a t i o n  b j  dnderminlng t h e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  h i s  

g e n e r a l  s h i f t  i n  e~i ighasis .  It ha3 a l s o  ueen a r ~ u e d  that 

eve:i " g r a n t i n g "  Aarcuse ' s j u s t i f i c a t i o n s  , t n e  p s r t i c t l l a r  

f e a t u r e s  o f  his "newtf s e r s p e c t i v e  vlere un tenab le .  S ince  

a i l  t h e  c e n t r a l  f lo t fons  o f  h i s  p a r t i c ~ l a r  a ~ ; r o a c h  i . e . ,  

"flew s e n s i b i l i t j l ' ,  "~ieu r a t i o n a l i t y  ", "new mant9, e t c . ,  

were s e e n  t o  s e  i n t r i n s i c a l l y  b o w d  up  and roo t ed  i n  a 

p r i o r  accey t ancc  of  t h c  v a l i d i t y  o f  t h e  Freudian  t h e o r j  

of i n s t i n c t s ,  such n o t i o n s  consequent ly  s tood  o r  fell o n  

t h e  t e n a b i i i t ~  o f  t h a t  i n s t i n c t s  t heo ry .  T h e r e f o r e ,  on  

t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  p r e v i o a s  c r i t i q u e  of  t n e  p sycho-ana ly t i c  

t heo ry  of i n s t i n c t s ,  i t  Bas concluded t h a t  a l l  t h e  Ifpar- 

t i c u l a r "  f e a t t i r e s  of  h iarcuse 's  p e r s p e c t i v e  on L i o e r a t i o n  

("new s e n s i b i l i t j n ,  "new r a t i a n a l i t y n ,  "new manf', "Great 

Bef u s a l " ,  "The Psycn ic  Thermidorw,  and t h e  dua l i sm be t -  

ween c o n s c i o ~ s n e s : ;  and s e n s i b i l i t y ,  e t c .  ) wEre a l s o  un- 

t e n a o l e .  



Condequently , % a r c u s e ' s  "pe r spec t  i v e w  has been 

r e j e c t e d  bo th  on t h e  basis o? h i s  unwarranted s h i f t  i n  

p e r s p e c t i v e ,  arid a l s o  on the  basis of  t h e  i d e a l i s t i c  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  f e a t u r e s  of t h a t  p e r s p e c t i v e .  

f f i a rcuse1s  a n s 1 , s i s  o f  the main f e a t u r e s  of  the  - : t ruc ture  

and dynamics o f  advunced c a y i t a i i s t  s o c i e t y  has  f r e q u e n t l y  

t a k e n  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  and p u r e l ~  f u n c t i o n a l i s t i c  apnroach.  

P u t h e r ,  h i s  a n o l e  concep t ion  of t h e  problem o f  l i b -  

e r a t i o n  r o o t e d  as i t  i s  i n  t h e  pseudo-science of  t h e  

p s y c h o - a n a l ~ t i c  theorbr o f  i n s t i n c t s ,  m a n i f e s t s  a c l e a r l y  

i d e h l k s t i c  a n d  u top i an  p e r s p e c t i v e .  It i s  t h e  comoina- 

t i o n  o f  t h i s  h i s t o r i c i s m ,  f u m t i o n a l i s m ,  u t o p i a n i s a ,  and 

i d e a l i s m ,  which r e n d e r  Marcuse 's  " p e r s p e c t i v e w  not  on ly  

i n v a l i d  b u t  a l s o  p o t e n t i a l 1 2  p o l i t i c a l l y  d i s a s t e r o u s  i f  

i t  p r e t e n d s  t o  c d i d e  r e v o l i ~ t i o n a r y  p r a x i s .  

U s  t o  t h e  widespread appea l  which h i s  views have i n  

c e r t a i n  g roups  ( t h e  s t u d e n t  ?youps  of  t h e  a f f l u e n t  so- 

c i e t > ) ,  we s u s p e c t  i t  i s  f ~ ~ n d a m e n t a i l ,  t o  be exp la ined  

by r e f e r e n c e  t o  two f a c t o r s .  F i r s t ,  as J ia rcuse ' s  p a r t i -  

c u l s r  a, >roach  t o  l i b e r a t i o n  p l a c e s  sucn  heavy e s p h a s i s  

on t h e  "ne6 man",supyosedl, Orawn f r o a  t h e  w r a d i c a l  young 

i n t e l l i g e n t s i a w ,  e s p e c i a l l y  " a p p r e c i a t e w  h i s  vievcs. It 

c e r t a i n l g  i s  not  a n  h i s t o r i c a l  anom>'J.j t o  f h d  p a r t i c u l a r  

g3ups in s o c i e t y  viewing themse lves  as the " c e n t e r "  and 



"p ivo t "  o f  both s o c i a l  s t a b i l i t y  and s o c i a l  change. 

Indeed ,  3s i s  p a r t i c u l a r l j  ~ o t i c a b l e  i n  s t u d i e s  o n  t h e  

b a s i s  o f  r e l i g i o u s  conve r s ion ,  people  a r e  drawn towards 

i d e a s  aild d o c t r i c e s  which ca:nplernent end a r e  i r l  h l imony 

c i t h  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  e x i s t e c t i a l  s i t ~ a t i o n  and c3n:e- 

querit n s r i c 2  views. It i s  a n  a s p e c t  of  t h e  phenomenon 

kno'tfn as e tkno -cen t r i c i sm.  

E ' u I - ~  :>C as L ~ ~ ; c , ~ c L * s ~  ' S  dn,il, s i s  of t h e  af f i  ticnt 

s;cie,y and h i s  consequent  and p a r t i c u l a r  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  

+ hurt&n l i b e r s t i o n  is h e a v i l y  p s ~ c h o - l c g i s t i c ,  i t  i s  no t  

sursri  sin,, t h a t  s d c h  zn ap;<roach f i n d s  widespread appeal 

znd a c c e p t a s c e  f z  b o ~ r g e o i s  c d t x r e .  C l e a r l y  one  of  t h e  

most d is t i . ; ; ; s isnind features o f  bou rgeo i s  c u l t u r e  i s  its 

heav3~ e a p h a s i s  and r e l i a n c e  upon p ~ ~ ~ c h o l o ~ i s t i c  explsna-  

tions and i n t e r p r e t a t i 3 r l s  of t h e  whole r z n g e  of  i n d i v i -  

d u a l  dnd s o c i a l  phenorner?c, o s t e n t a c i o u s l y  s t r e s s i n g  the 

impact  of t h e  ' ' i n d i v i d ~ a l  a i n d n .  

Jhest i d e a s  concernir id t h e  b a s i s  f o r  the  r e l a t i v e l y  

xidesare i id  & c c e y t a n c e  o f  A a r c x s e ' s  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  l i b e r a -  

t i o n  & r e  : f i e ~ n t  3 n l j  as b a s i c  suggestions b u t  c e r t a i n 1 2  rlot 

a3 a: exk:.lrstive analysis o f  t he  phenomtnori. It  i s  

Secause  i t  has ga ined  t h i s  widespread a p p e a l  and 

+ Note h i s  emphasis on t h e  p sycho iog ica l  impact  o f  " the  
enemyn, * the  P s i c h i c  Thermidor", " t h e  new r a t i o n a l i t y  *, 
V h e  new s e n s i b i l i t y " ,  " the  new man", e t c .  



a c c e p t a n c e  t h a t  the  i d e a l i s m ,  s u b j e c t i v i s m ,  and subse- 

quent  u t o p i a n i s 3  o f  :darcdsels perspective p o s c s  a r e a l  

o b s t a c l e  t o  ?otential r e v o l d t i o n a r y  p r a x i s  i n  general, 

and t h e  r e v o 1 u t i c n : i r y  p rax i s  o f  ?he y ~ o t h  i f l  : ~ a r t i c u l a r .  
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