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ABSTRACT 

I t  i s  t h e  o b j e c t  of t h i s  s tudy  t o  examine t h e  e a r l i e s t  

forms of p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  among whi te  women i n  B r i t i s h  Colum- 

b i a .  The i r  p o l i t i c a l  involvement can only  be f u l l y  unders tood 

when viewed h i s t o r i c a l l y  and w i t h i n  t h e  s o c i a l  con t ex t  of t h e  

pe r iod :  women were compelled t o  e n t e r  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a r ena  a s  

a  response  t o  t h e  s o c i a l  cond i t i ons  of t h e  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  and 

e a r l y  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r i e s .  

Th is  t h e s i s  w i l l  a t t empt  t o  ana lyze  t h e  c l a s s  n a t u r e  

of  t hose  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which were e s t a b l i s h e d  by women t o  

combat t h e  i n j u s t i c e s  produced by sexua l  i n e q u a l i t i e s .  F u r t h e r -  

more, it w i l l  a s s e s s  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  c l a s s  f o r c e s  on t h e  

development of  p o l i t i c a l  movements c r e a t e d  by women i n  t h i s  

p e r i o d .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i t  w i l l  be argued t h a t  because e a r l y  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  was l e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  by middle c l a s s  women, 

t h e  reforms achieved d i d  l i t t l e  t o  a l t e r  t h e  s t a t u s  of women i n  

a  fundamental way. 

The f i r s t  exp re s s ions  of  a  new awareness among women 

a r o s e  w i t h i n  both  t h e  middle and working c l a s s e s .  Women wage 

e a r n e r s  i n i t i a t e d  e a r l y  s t r u g g l e s  t o  p r e s s  f o r  b e t t e r  working 

c o n d i t i o n s  and h ighe r  wages. For a  v a r i e t y  of r e a s o n s ,  (which 

w i l l  be i n v e s t i g a t e d ) ,  i n s t a n c e s  of  o r g a n i z a t i o n  among women 

( i i i )  



workers were, however, spo rad i c  and s h o r t - l i v e d .  The expres -  

s i o n  of m i d d l e - c l a s s  d i s c o n t e n t  came from a  group of women 

concerned p r i m a r i l y  wi th  t h e  abolishment of l i q u o r  t r a f f i c  i n  

t h e  p rov ince .  Although t h e s e  women, l e d  by t h e  Women's 

C h r i s t i a n  Temperance Union, (W.C.T.U.), p r e s s e d  f o r  a  wide 

v a r i e t y  of a m e l i o r a t i v e  measures,  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n  of l i q u o r  

t r a f f i c  r a t h e r  than  an a l t e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  cond i t i on  of women 

was t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  goa l .  Both t h e s e  developments,  however, 

had only  a  l i m i t e d  impact upon broad l a y e r s  of women i n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia. 

I n  1910, a  resurgence  i n  o r g a n i z a t i o n  occur red .  

During t h e  yea r s  between 1910 and 1914, t h e  major t h r u s t  of 

a g i t a t i o n  was d i r e c t e d  towards t h e  a t t a inmen t  of s u f f r a g e .  

The predominately conse rva t ive  ideology of t h e  s u f f r a g e  move- 

ment had grave i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  s t r a t e g y  and t a c t i c s  

employed and t h e  consequent d i r e c t i o n  which t h e  movement took.  

The vo t e  was s een  e s s e n t i a l l y  as  a  t o o l  w i th  which woman 

could  b e t t e r  f u l f i l l  h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e  a s  mother and home- 

maker. T a c t i c a l l y ,  p e t i t i o n s  and d e l e g a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Legis-  

l a t i v e  Assembly were dev ised  a s  t h e  means t o  ach ieve  s u f f r a g e .  

Upon t h e  a t t a inmen t  of  s u f f r a g e ,  some cont roversy  

a r o s e  as  t o  t h e  b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t s  of  t h e  v o t e r .  An i n v e s t i -  

g a t i o n  of t h i s  deba t e  w i l l  be made wi th  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  wave 

of s o c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  which occurred du r ing  t h e  1920 ' s .  



"So l i t ude ,  q u i e t  and s leep!"  
I  s t a n d  by t h e  r o a r i n g  loom 

And watch t h e  growth of t h e  s i l k e n  t h r e a d s  
That glow i n  t h e  b a r e  gray room. 

I  hur ry  through d a r k l i n g  s t r e e t s  
I n  t h e  c h i l l  of  t h e  w in t ry  day,  

That women who t a l k  from t h e i r  c l o i s t e r e d  ease  
May r u s t l e  i n  c o l o r s  gay. 

"So l i t ude ,  q u i e t  and s leep!"  
In  t h e  d r ipp ing ,  humid a i r  

I whi ten t h e  f l imsy  l a c e s  
That women may be f a i r ;  

I c l o t h e  my orphaned c h i l d r e n  
With t h e  p r i c e  my b a r e  hands y i e l d ,  

That t h e  i d l e  women may walk a s  f a i r  
A s  t h e  l i l i e s  of t h e  f i e l d .  

"So l i t ude ,  q u i e t  and s leep!"  
I s  i t  given t o  me to -day ,  

When I march i n  t h e  ranks  w i th  t hose  who f i g h t  
To keep the  wolf a t  bay? 

Do my daughte rs  r e s t  i n  peace 
Where a  myriad need le s  y i e l d  

The i r  b i t t e r  b read  o r  a  s h e e t  of f lame,  
And t h e  r e s t  of t h e  P o t t e r ' s  F i e l d ?  

"So l i t ude ,  q u i e t  and s l e e p ? "  
To f a c t o r y ,  shop and m i l l ,  

The f e e t  of t h e  working women go, 
While t h e i r  l e i s u r e  s i s t e r s  s t i l l  

Boast of t h e  home they  have never ea rned ,  
O f  t h e  e a s e  we can never s h a r e .  

And b i d  u s  go back t o  t h e  dep ths  aga in ,  
Like Lazarus t o  h i s  l a i r .  

The Champion, December, 
m2. 

Wri t ten  by a  working woman i n  response  t o  an 
a n t i - s u f f r a g i s t  who argued i l l o g i c a l l y  t h a t  
women should  n o t  v o t e ,  a s  t hey  need "So l i t ude ,  
q u i e t  and s l e e p ' .  
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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

The f a c t  t h a t  h i s t o r y  i s  recorded  by men - indeed,  

by a  p a r t i c u l a r  c l a s s  of men - i s  never  s o  apparen t  a s  when 

one a t t empts  an h i s t o r i c a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  a c t i v i t y  of  

women. B r i t i s h  Columbian h i s t o r i a n s  p rov ide  no excep t ion :  

accounts  of  women and o t h e r  oppressed groups (whether t hey  

be members of  t h e  n a t i v e  popu la t i on  o r  t h e  O r i e n t a l  communi- 

t y )  a r e  s a d l y  l ack ing .  The i r  absence i s  j u s t  one more i n -  

d i c a t i o n  of t h e i r  subo rd ina t e  c l a s s  p o s i t i o n  i n  e a r l y  west  

c o a s t  s o c i e t y .  The s e x i s t  and r a c i s t  i d e o l o g i e s  which 

p layed  an i n t e g r a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  development of  t h e  west  were 

powerful  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  b a s i s  of  t h e  s o -  

c i e t y .  

Any minor changes i n  t h e  p r e c i s e  fo rmu la t i on  of 

sexism and racism which may have occur red  can g e n e r a l l y  be 

t r a c e d  t o  new economic s t a g e s  of development and t h e  subse-  

quen t ,  r ede f ined  needs o f  t hose  who c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

of  development. These i d e o l o g i e s  con t inue  t o  e x i s t  today 

and t h e  socio-economic development of B r i t i s h  Columbia con- 

t i n u e s  t o  proceed towards h igher  forms of  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  

based upon t h e  accumulation of  c a p i t a l .  

Very e a r l y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia women cha l lenged  t h e  

p r e v a l e n t  ideology which p r e s c r i b e d  a  narrow and r i g i d l y  



de f ined  r o l e  f o r  them. Because t h e s e  women d i d  n o t ,  and 

i n  many ca se s  due t o  t h e i r  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t s ,  would n o t ,  ex-  

t end  t h e i r  c r i t i q u e  t o  p r e s s  f o r  more b a s i c  socio-economic 

changes,  t h e  movement dec l ined  premature ly .  A s t r o n g  

argument can be made t o  demonstrate t h a t  women involved i n  

t h e  f i r s t  waves o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  simply d i d  n o t  unders tand  

how deep were t h e  r o o t s  of t h e i r  oppress ion .  

The deluge of r e c e n t l y  pub l i shed  m a t e r i a l  on ' t h e  

woman q u e s t i o n '  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  i n  r e f u t i n g  t h e  

very  same t r a d i t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e s  which t h e  e a r l y  a c t i v i s t s  

encountered.  I n c r e a s i n g l y ,  i t  i s  becoming apparen t  t h a t  

any a r b i t r a r y  d e f i n i t i o n  of  sexua l  r o l e s  (which i n e v i t a b l y  

r e l e g a t e  women t o  a minor r o l e )  a r e  e i t h e r  t o t a l l y  un- 

accep t ab l e  o r  a t  l e a s t  open t o  s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n i n g  both  i n  

p r o g r e s s i v e  academic c i r c l e s  and among women themselves .  

I n  t h e  p a s t ,  however, a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  of t h e  

r e s e a r c h  i n i t i a t e d  on t h e  s u b j e c t  of women r e l i e d  upon a  

wide v a r i e t y  of  assumptions - a l l  o f  them f a l s e ,  y e t  r e i n -  

fo r ced  and p e r p e t u a t e d  by those  who p r o f i t  from such no t ions  

( i . e .  t h e  r u l i n g  c l a s s ) .  Very simply,  s o c i a l  s c i e n t i s t s  

have c o n s i s t e n t l y  f a i l e d  t o  pose t h e  most b a s i c  q u e s t i o n s  

and consequent ly  t h e i r  ana lyse s  l ack  a  c r i t i c a l  s p i r i t  a t  

t h e  most fundamental l e v e l .  I n s t e a d  of examining - i f  women 

were i n h e r e n t l y  i n f e r i o r ,  t h e s e  s c h o l a r s  were (and o f t e n  

s t i l l  a r e )  con ten t  t o  ana lyze  why t h i s  ' s e l f - e v i d e n t '  i n -  



f e r i o r i t y  e x i s t e d .  I f  such i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  had remained 

w i t h i n  t h e  p r e c i n c t s  o f  academic c i r c l e s  perhaps  t h e  conse- 

quences would have been l e s s  d i s a s t r o u s .  This has  been, of  

cou r se ,  impossible  g iven t h e  sys temic  n a t u r e  of  i n d u s t r i a l  

s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e .  However, t h e  l a c k  of s e r i o u s  cha l l enges  

from t h e  realm of t h e  academic world where i t  should  have 

been most r e a d i l y  forthcoming,  has  enabled t h e  sub juga t ion  

of women t o  proceed t h a t  much more smoothly. This  p a s t  

s c a r c i t y  o f  c r i t i c a l  s t u d i e s  a l s o  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  

s t r e n g t h  which s e x i s t  assumptions pos se s s  i n  t h i s  s o c i e t y .  

Bearing t h i s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  mind, it i s  both  necessary  

and h e l p f u l  t o  examine more a s s iduous ly  t h e  con ten t  and con- 

sequences of t r a d i t i o n a l  t heo ry .  

THEORETICAL BASIS OF WOMEN'S OPPRESSION 
- 

One of t h e  most common arguments developed t o  main- 

t a i n  t h e  subo rd ina t e  p o s i t i o n  of women has  been t h e  promul- 

g a t i o n  of b i o l o g i c a l  f a c t o r s .  I n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, f o r  

example, i t  was used t o  j u s t i f y  eve ry th ing  from why women 

could  no t  vo t e  t o  why they  should  remain i n  lower s t a t u s  

employment. Th is  l e v e l  of argumentat ion i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  

because p h y s i o l o g i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  form t h e  most obvious 

demarcation between t h e  s exes .  However, what has developed 

on t h e  b a s i s  of  such d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i s  more complex s o c i a l  



a t t i t u d e s  and, indeed,  i n s t i t u t i o n s  have been developed which 

enhance and r e i n f o r c e  t h e  obvious s exua l  d i f f e r e n c e s  t o  such 

an e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e  concepts  o f  'mascu l ine '  and ' f emin ine '  

have come t o  assume secondary connota t ions  only  remotely 

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  b a s i c  b i o l o g i c a l  d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s .  Germaine 

G r e e r l s  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  s exua l  d i s t i n c t i o n s  can ,  i n  f a c t ,  be 

t r a c e d  t o  t h e  p resence ,  o r  absence of on ly  one d i f f e r e n t  

chromosome, t h e  Y chromosome, i s  w e l l  t aken ;  i t  i l l u s t r a t e s  

t h e  tremendous r o l e  t h a t  c u l t u r e  p l a y s  i n  fo rmu la t i ng  

s exua l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s .  She argues  t h a t  "of f o r t y - e i g h t  

chromosomes on ly  one i s  d i f f e r e n t :  on t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  we 

base  a  complete s e p a r a t i o n  of male and female,  p r e t end ing  a s  

it were t h a t  a l l  f o r t y - e i g h t  were d i f f e r e n t .  '11 For F i r e -  

s t o n e ,  t h e  r o l e  of c u l t u r e  i s  c l e a r :  "Women, b i o l o g i c a l l y  

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from men, a r e  c u l t u r a l l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from 

human. 11 2 

One of t h e  b a s i c  assumptions of  t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  

argument i s  t h a t  women a r e  p r i m a r i l y  c h i l d  b e a r e r s .  The 

1. Germaine Greer ,  The Female Eunuch, (London: Pa l ad in  1971 ), 
p.29. The a u t h o q o e s  on t o  however, t h a t  t h e  r o l e  
of t h e  hormonal system ( a l s o  determined by t h e  p resence  
o r  absence of t h e  Y chromosome)is paramount i n  t h e  sex-  
u a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  

2 .  Shulamith F i r e s t o n e ,  - The D i a l e c t i c s  -- of Sex, (New York: 
Bantam 1971 ) , p .  205. 



resounding p o l i t i c a l  and economic i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  t h i s  

presumption have been c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  opp re s s ion  o f  women. 

The sweeping achievement i n h e r e n t  i n  t h i s  no t ion  i s  t h e  

r e l e g a t i o n  of  women t o  t h e  narrow realm of b i o l o g i c a l  ex- 

p e r i e n c e  and t h e  assignment of o t h e r  a s p e c t s  of  'human 

achievement,  i n t e r e s t  and ambi t ion t o  t h e  ma le ' .  I n  o t h e r  

words, ' a l l  t h a t  can be desc r ibed  a s  d i s t i n c t l y  human r a t h e r  

than animal a c t i v i t y  ( i n  t h e i r  own way animals  a l s o  g ive  

b i r t h  and c a r e  f o r  t h e i r  young) i s  l a r g e l y  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  

male.  ' 3  

Now, whi le  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  c h i l d  b i r t h  d i c t a t e s  

women's a c t i v i t i e s  t o  some e x t e n t ,  it i s  c r u c i a l  t o  no t e  t h a t  

very  e a r l y ,  c h i l d  b i r t h  became i n e x t r i c a b l y  l i n k e d  t o  c h i l d  

r e a r i n g .  H i s t o r i c a l l y  c h i l d  b i r t h  was c e n t r e d  i n  t h e  home 

and consequent ly  women became domestic c u s t o d i a n s .  A wide 

spectrum of  o t h e r  d u t i e s ,  va ry ing  s l i g h t l y  between c u l t u r e s ,  

was added t o  h e r  r e ~ ~ o n s i b i l i t i e s . ~  This  d i v i s i o n  o f  labour  

occur red  i n  p r e - i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  and i t  has e x i s t e d  s i n c e .  

3. Kate M i l l e t t ,  Sexual  P o l i t i c s ,  (London: Rupert Hart-Davis 
1971 ) ,  p .  2 6 .  

4 .  For example t h e  f i r s t  domes t ica t ion  of p l a n t s  has  been 
a t t r i b u t e d  t o  women. See E rnes t  Mandel, Marxis t  Economic 
Theory, Volume I ,  (London: Merl in  P r e s s  1-p. 29 .  



The one s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  t h e  va lue  p laced  

upon household d u t i e s  has  a l t e r e d .  I n  hun t ing  and g a t h e r i n g  

s o c i e t i e s ,  f o r  example, men assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p ro -  

c u r i n g  meat ( c l e a r l y  a  more agg re s s ive  and a c t i v e  r o l e ) ,  whi le  

women ga thered  b e r r i e s  and he rbs .  I t  i s  undeniable  t h a t  

'mascu l ine '  and ' f emin ine '  r o l e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d ,  b u t  t h e  

c r u c i a l  p o i n t  t o  n o t e  i s  t h a t  because t h e  produce of t h e  

g a t h e r e r s  formed a  g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  of t h e  d i e t  than  d i d  t h e  

meat ,  t h e  economic c o n t r i b u t i o n  of women was esteemed. 5 

I n  c o n t r a s t ,  woman's domestic l abour  has  become 

v a l u e l e s s  s i n c e  t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  r e v o l u t i o n .  Engels t r a c e s  

t h e  oppress ion  of women t o  t h e  development of  p r i v a t e  p ro -  

p e r t y ,  and i n h e r i t a n c e ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  n u c l e a r  fami ly  a s  

t h e  primary u n i t  f o r  t h e  f u n c t i o n i n g  of t h e  s o c i e t y .  6  

What can now be s een  i s  t h a t  a f t e r  i n d u s t r i a l i z a -  

t i o n  and wi th  t h e  growth of f a c t o r y - b a s e d  produc t ion  (and t h e  

r e s u l t i n g  d e s t r u c t i o n  of domest ic  i n d u s t r y ) ,  women remained 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  long hours  of  household d u t i e s ,  b u t ,  when 

measured by t h e  v a l u e s  of  t h e  new ( c l a s s )  s o c i e t y ,  t h e i r  

work was, and i s ,  marg ina l .  A s  Benston p o i n t s  o u t ,  i t  l a c k s  

exchange v a l u e .  7 

5 .  See Elman R .  Se rv i ce ,  The Hunters ,  (Englewood C l i f f s :  
P r e n t i c e - H a l l  1966) ,  pp.  10-11.  

6. Freder ick  Engels ,  Or ig in s  of  t h e  Famil , P r i v a t e  P rope r t  
--- -a+ and t h e  S t a t e ,  i n  Karl  M a r r a z F r e  e r l c k  En e l s  SelecY 

T Z  Ek-ndon: Lawrence and Wishart 1 496- 7 .  

7 .  Margaret Benston, "The P o l i t i c a l  Economy of Women's 
L ibera t ion" ,  Monthly Review, Vol. X X I ,  September 1969. 



A g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  of women were f o r c e d  t o  seek em- 

ployment o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  home ( i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  household l a b o u r ) .  

Hai led a t  one time a s  t h e  key t o  woman's economic independence, 

it has never m a t e r i a l i z e d  a s  such.  I n  t h e  l abour  market she  

was (and i s )  channe l led  i n t o  domestic and p e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e  

p o s i t i o n s  where t h e  economic rewards were low and t h e  t a s k s  

r e q u i r e d  l i t t l e  mental  c r e a t i v i t y .  Often t h e  jobs  have been 

no th ing  more t hen  ex t ens ions  o f  household a c t i v i t i e s .  I n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia, f o r  example, women remained concen t r a t ed  i n  

only  a  few occupa t ions ,  such a s  domestic s e r v a n t s ,  l a u n d e r e s s e s ,  

t a i l o r e s s e s  and te lephone  o p e r a t o r s . *  The d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of  

occupa t ions  on t h e  b a s i s  of  sex  has o f t e n  been f a l s e l y  a s c r i b e d  

t o  sexua l  i n e q u a l i t i e s  i n  terms of s t r e n g t h .  A s  M i l l e t t  

argues:  'The heav ie r  muscula ture  of  male,  a  secondary s exua l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  and common among mammals, i s  b i o l o g i c a l  i n  

o r i g i n ,  bu t  i s  a l s o  c u l t u r a l l y  encouraged through breed ing ,  

d i e t  and e x e r c i s e .  l 9  But even i f  one were t o  accep t  t h a t  men 

a r e  s t r o n g e r  i n  t h i s  c u l t u r e ,  t h i s  theory  cannot be sub- 

s t a n t i a t e d  p r a c t i c a l l y .  B r i t i s h  Columbian women workers i n  

t h e  f i r s t  c o a l  mines p rov ide  a  most i l l u s t r a t i v e  example. 

M i l l e t t  c o r r e c t l y  i n t roduces  t h e  concept  of c l a s s  t o  expose 

t h e  i ncongru i ty  o f  t h e  argument: 

8 .  A f t e r  a l l ,  who does a l l  t h e  t a l k i n g  on t h e  t e lephone?  
The mechanical  a s p e c t s  of  t h e  i n d u s t r y  remained i n  t h e  
hands of men, however. 

9 .  Kate M i l l e t t ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  2 7 .  



Male supremacy,  l i k e  o t h e r  p o l i t i c a l  c r e e d s ,  
does n o t  f i n a l l y  r e s i d e  i n  p h y s i c a l  s t r e n g t h ,  
b u t  i n  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  a  v a l u e  sys tem which 
i s  n o t  b i o l o g i c a l .  S u p e r i o r  p h y s i c a l  s t r e n g t h  
i s  n o t  a  f a c t o r  i n  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s .  C i v i l -  
l i z a t i o n  h a s  always been a b l e  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  o t h e r  
methods ( t e c h n i c ,  weaponry, knowledge) ,  f o r  t h o s e  
o f  p h y s i c a l  s t r e n g t h .  A t  p r e s e n t ,  a s  i n  t h e  
p a s t ,  p h y s i c a l  e x e r t i o n  i s  v e r y  g e n e r a l l y  a  c l a s s  
f a c t o r ,  t h o s e  a t  t h e  bot tom p e r f o r m i n g  t h e  mostlO 
s t r e n u o u s  t a s k s ,  whether  t h e y  be s t r o n g  o r  n o t .  

I n  t h e  c a s e s  where women have d i s p l a y e d  upward 

m o b i l i t y  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e ,  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  a c h i e v e  

employment s e c u r i t y  h a s  been  c u r t a i l e d .  T h e i r  r o l e  as c h i l d  

b e a r e r s  h a s  been  f a l s e l y  u t i l i z e d  t o  r e l e g a t e  t h e i r  s e x  t o  

t h e  r e s e r v e  l a b o u r  f o r c e ,  and a s  a  r e s u l t ,  women a r e  one of  

t h e  f i r s t  groups  t o  s u f f e r  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  any economic 

i n s t a b i l i t y .  

The r e a s o n s  beh ind  t h i s  phenomenon a r e  c l e a r :  i n  a  

s o c i e t y  based  upon t h e  p r o f i t  mot ive  and t h e  accumula t ion  of  

c a p i t a l ,  t h e  owners o f  t h e  means o f  p r o d u c t i o n  f i n d  i t  b o t h  

u s e f u l  and economica l ly  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  f l e x i b l e  and 

i n e x p e n s i v e  l a b o u r  s u p p l y .  For t h i s  r e a s o n ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  

because  o f  t h e  s h o r t a g e  o f  l a b o u r  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia a t  t h e  

end o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  women i n t o  B r i -  

t i s h  Columbia was e s p e c i a l l y  u r g e n t .  Not o n l y  would p o s i t i o n s  

b e  f i l l e d ,  b u t  t h i s  f e a t  would be accompl ished a t  a  low c o s t  

t o  employers .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  due t o  woman's r e p r o d u c t i v e  powers,  

s h e  would e n s u r e  more worker s  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  

10 .  I b i d .  p. 2 7 .  
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One o t h e r  p r e - c o n d i t i o n  f o r  p r o f i t s  i s  a  s t a b l e  

labour  f o r c e ,  and h e r e ,  once aga in ,  women p layed  a  prominent 

r o l e  - employers f e l t  t h a t  wi th  a  fami ly  t o  suppor t  men 

would be l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  s t r i k e s  o r  t o  l e ave  

t h e i r  p l a c e s  of employment even i f  s u b j e c t  t o  poor c o n d i t i o n s .  

THE BRITISH COLUMBIAN SITUATION 

To unders tand  how t h i s  cond i t i on  remained e s s e n t i a l -  

l y  unchal lenged f o r  so  long i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia i s  more 

complex. One of t h e  major mechanisms o p e r a t i n g  a g a i n s t  

change has been t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p roces s  through which t h e  

gene ra l  popu la t i on  i s  embued wi th  t h e  v a l u e s  of t h e  r u l i n g  

c l a s s  s o  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  t h a t  t hey  i n t e r n a l i z e  and accep t  them 

a s  t h e i r  own. 

Many of t he  same gene ra l  s o c i a l  mechanisms d e t e r -  

mining t h e  s t a t u s  of t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  n a t i v e  popu la t i on  were 

o p e r a t i v e  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  women a s  w e l l .  The fo rmula t ion  o f  

an ' i d e a l  t y p e '  was, f o r  example, one such mechanism. The 

most e s s e n t i a l  elements making up the  images of  ' p e r f e c t 1  

women were drawn from C h r i s t i a n  and V i c t o r i a n  i d e a l s .  For 

i n s t a n c e ,  women were s o c i a l i z e d  t o  s e e  themselves a s  supe r -  

i o r  moral i n d i v i d u a l s  through whom t h e  c u l t u r a l  i d e a l s  of 

c i v i l i z a t i o n  were t o  be impar ted t o  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  community. 

U l t ima te ly  women were viewed a s  t h e  embodiment of t h e s e  

i d e a l s .  The C h r i s t i a n  Bib le  i s  e x p l i c i t  a s  t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of 



t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s :  

I n  t h e  Book of Proverbs ,  an i l l u m i n a t i n g  passage 

e n t i t l e d  "A Capable Wife" s t r e s s e s  t h e  themes of l o y a l t y ,  

v i r t u e  and e f f i c i e n t  household management. 11 

Popular  ideology con ta ined  s i m i l a r  images o f  

woman's r o l e ,  such a s  t h e  V i c t o r i a n  p r e c e p t  which ass igned  

women t h e  ' f u n c t i o n  of s e r v i n g  a s  t h e  ma le ' s  conscience and 

l i v i n g  t h e  l i f e  of  goodness he found t e d i o u s  bu t  f e l t  some- 

one ought t o  do anyway'. 1 2  

This  r o l e  was s e v e r e l y  r e s t r i c t i v e :  i t s  boundar ies  

seldom extended beyond women's p r i v a t e  l i v e s  ( t he  f a m i l y ) .  

Any p u b l i c  a c t i v i t y  w i th  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of s o c i a l  r e l evance  

was c l e a r l y  unaccep tab l e ,  excep t  i n s o f a r  a s  i t  involved a  

mere ex t ens ion  of  t h e  r o l e s  she  played w i t h i n  t h e  fami ly .  The 

f u n c t i o n  was obvious women r e - i n f o r c e d  t h e  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  

w i t h i n  i t s  primary u n i t  ( t h e  fami ly)  and by such a  p roces s  o f  

s imple  ex t ens ion ,  w i t h i n  t h e  wider s o c i e t y .  Thus, she  was 

r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  s o c i a l i z i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  and f u r u r e  gene ra t i ons  

t o  f i t  i n t o  t h e  s t a t u s  quo. This  may appear t o  be a  r a t h e r  

important  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  a  ' second c l a s s  c i t i z e n '  i n  

r e a l i t y ,  however, q u i t e  t h e  c o n t r a r y  i s  t r u e .  Moral and 

S p i r i t u a l  l e a d e r s  have never p layed p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r u c i a l  r o l e s  

11. See Proverbs 31, 10-31.  
Simone de Beauvoir d i s c u s s e s  how t h i s  view of woman has  
been u t i l i z e d  t o  f r e e  woman 'from h e r  o r i g i n a l  t a i n t '  
( r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  r o l e  of Eve i n  t h e  Garden of  Eden) thus  
j u s t i f y i n g  h e r  i n d i s p e n s a b i l i t y  i n  s o c i e t y .  See The 
Second - Sex,  (New York: Bantam 1970) ,  p .  74 and 1 7 6 .  

Kate M i l l e t t ,  - op.  



i n  a  p r o f i t  mot ivated economy. l3 Secondly,  w i t h i n  t h e  nuc l ea r  

fami ly  u n i t  women have always a c t e d  from a  p o s i t i o n  of power- 

l e s s n e s s :  whi le  men u l t i m a t e l y  make a l l  t h e  important  d e c i s i o n s ,  

women a r e  l e f t  t o  o p e r a t i o n a l i z e  them. The r e a l  power of t h e  

male 'head '  of t h e  f ami ly  may remain dormant b u t  i s  r e a d i l y  

d i sp l ayed  when disagreements  a r i s e :  ' h e  has  t h e  f i n a l  word. '  

I n  B r i t i s h  Columbia h i s  power was r e i n f o r c e d  by 

s t a t u t e s  which denied women r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  

she  was l i t t l e  more than  a  c h a t t e l .  I n  e s sence ,  she  l acked  

any means (formal o r  in formal )  by which t o  a l t e r  t h i s  depen- 

dency. 

The power of  t h e  s o c i a l i z a t i o n  p roces s  c u r t a i l i n g  

women's a b i l i t y  t o  r a i s e  b a s i c  ques t i ons  about t h e i r  s t a t u s  

becomes d r a m a t i c a l l y  ev iden t  when it i s  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  r o l e s  were so  a c u t e .  The 

m a j o r i t y  of  women could  never  a t t a i n  t h e  i d e a l  which they  

were expected t o  l i v e  up t o .  Those women who could  most 

e a s i l y  approximate t h i s  image were drawn from t h e  ranks  of  

t h e  middle c l a s s .  

I t  was a l s o  t h e s e  midd le - c l a s s  women who f i r s t  

began t o  a g i t a t e  f o r  reforms.  On t h e  s u r f a c e  t h i s  appears  t o  be 

13. The d e c l i n i n g  r o l e  of t h e  Church i n  i n d u s t r i a l  s o c i e t y  
i s  one i n d i c a t i o n  of t h i s .  



1 2  

pa radox ica l ;  bu t  i n  f a c t  i t  r e f l e c t s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  dilemma 

of t h e  working c l a s s  woman. I t  was on ly  t h e  midd le - c l a s s  

woman who had t h e  r e sou rces  t o  become involved i n  t hose  

a c t i v i t i e s  which were a t  t h e  same time both  s o c i a l l y  accep t -  

a b l e  and a t  t h e  l e a s t  minimally r e l e v a n t  t o  s o c i a l  q u e s t i o n s .  

I n  i t s  fo rmat ive  s t a g e s ,  t h e  f i r s t  women's o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia, t h e  Women's C h r i s t i a n  Temperance Union, 

par took  i n  a c t i v i t y  which a f f i rmed  t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  p r i n c i p a l  

v a l u e s .  Never the less ,  a s  i t  began t o  d i r e c t  i t s  a t t e n t i o n  

towards t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a rena ,  h o s t i l i t y  towards it developed.  

P u b l i c  l i f e  was e x c l u s i v e l y  male t e r r i t o r y .  I t  i s  h e r e  

t h a t  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  of  t h e  women's movement 

becomes ev iden t :  t h e  W . C . T . U . ,  and l a t e r  t h e  s u f f r a g e  

groups could no t  e f f e c t  any b a s i c  s o c i a l  changes p r e c i s e l y  

because they  were l e d  by middle c l a s s  women. Although t h e i r  

a c t i o n s  were r a d i c a l  i n  form, t h e i r  con t en t  was shaped by a  

d e f i n i t e  c l a s s  i n t e r e s t .  For example one of  t h e i r  f i r s t  

campaigns c e n t e r e d  on t h e  con ten t  o f  educa t ion  - h a r d l y  a  

working c l a s s  p r i o r i t y  a t  a  time when most workers '  c h i l d r e n  

were e n t e r i n g  t h e  l abour  market a t  an e a r l y  age.  l4 Because 

of  t h i s  p a r o c h i a l  c l a s s  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  l a r g e  s e c t o r s  o f  t h e  

popu la t i on  were never  mobi l i zed  i n  any of  t h e  campaigns 

i n i t i a t e d  by t h e s e  movements. 

1 4 .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  Uni ted S t a t e s  women focused e a r l y  demands 
on t h e  broadening of  educa t iona l  p r i v i l e g e s  t o  i nc lude  
members of t h e i r  sex .  
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Opposition to women in politics did not reach the 

level experienced in other countries. This is best explained 

by the fact that the majority of early activists in British 

Columbia merely sought reforms that would enable them to 

carry out their designated roles more effectively. Within 

this framework it was impossible to pose questions which had 

the potential of challenging basic attitudes and institutions. 

Mobilization of working class women, unwilling and 

unable to become involved in established organizations, was 

limited to actions about immediate labour conditions. This 

activity, while often militant, occurred only sporadically. 

Although women workers clearly had less of a stake in the 

class system than their middle-class counterparts, they 

were slow to organize. Millett attributes this to their 

depressed living conditions, 'which frequently renders them 

conservative, for like all persons in this situation (slaves 

are a classic example here) they identify their own survival 

with the hand that feeds them. 'I5 One other explanation is 

that women workers were more isolated and had less of a 

chance to interact socially with other women. Even when 

working side by side, women were often forced to pay fines 

if they talked. Consequently, their problems remained 

individualized and the possibility of consistent collective 

solutions was an alternative beyond their consciousness. 

15. Kate Millett, op. cit. p. 38. -- 



Whatever t h e  problems conf ron ted  by whi te  women, 

n a t i v e  women f aced  double b a r r i e r s .  During t h e  p e r i o d  when 

t h e  Hudson Bay Company c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  west  c o a s t ,  t h e  n a t i v e  

popula t ion  played a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  economy. The i r  v a s t  

knowledge of t h e  t e r r a i n  was a  necessary  p r e c o n d i t i o n  f o r  

t h e  e f f i c i e n t  conduct of  t h e  f u r  t r a d e .  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  between 

whi te  men and n a t i v e  women were common16 and c e r t a i n l y  h e r  

u s e f u l  knowledge was an a s s e t  t o  any f ron t i e r sman .  However, 

when t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  economy s h i f t e d ,  f o l l owing  t h e  gold 

rush  and t h e  growth of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  s k i l l s  of  t h e  

n a t i v e  popu la t i on  were no longer  a s  impor tan t .  The d e s t r u c -  

t i o n  of  t h e  Ind ian  c u l t u r e  and economy was fol lowed by 

a t t emp t s  (on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  whi te  r u l e r s )  t o  f o r c e  t h e  

Ind ians  t o  become wage-earners .  Various methods were u t i -  

l i z e d  t o  accomplish t h i s :  f o r  example C h r i s t i a n  miss ion 

s choo l s  were e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  s o c i a l i z e  t h e  n a t i v e  c h i l d r e n  

i n t o  t h e  ways of whi te  s o c i e t y .  Compelled t o  e n t e r  t h e  

l abour  f o r c e  a t  minimal wages (o r  f a c e  s t a r v a t i o n ) ,  Ind ian  

workers met h o s t i l i t y  from t h e i r  whi te  c o u n t e r p a r t s  who f e l l  

p rey  t o  t h e  employer 's  methods of  d i v i d i n g  t h e  working c l a s s .  

Not s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  n a t i v e  women r ece ived  even lower wages. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  n a t i v e  women were t h e  o b j e c t  o f  a  

16.  For example, t h e  f i r s t  Governor General  of  t h e  Prov ince ,  
James Douglas, mar r ied  a  n a t i v e  woman. See M . E .  Campbell, 
"Her Ladyship My Squaw", The Beaver, Autumn 1954, p .  1 7 .  
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s p e c i f i c  r a c i s t  campaign t h a t  o r i g i n a t e d  w i th  t h e  f i r s t  moves 

towards permanent s e t t l e m e n t .  During t h i s  p e r i o d ,  t h e  de- 

s c r i p t i o n  of  n a t i v e  women a s  s l o v e n l y ,  l a z y ,  l a c k i n g  i n  v i r t u e ,  

e t c . ,  was used t o  d i scourage  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  of whi te  men wi th  

them, and t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  impor t a t i on  of  whi te  women. The 

reasons  f o r  t h i s  campaign a r e  obvious - when a  s o c i e t y  i s  

b u i l t  upon t h e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of a  p a r t i c u l a r  r a c e  by ano the r ,  

i t  i s  too  b l a t a n t l y  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  t o  have members of  t h e  

oppressed r a c e  ( e s p e c i a l l y  women, who ho ld  t h e  power - o f  

reproduc t ion)  forming an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of  t h a t  s o c i e t y .  

The sub juga t ion  of t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  n a t i v e  women i s  

r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  l a c k  of documentation of t h e i r  h i s t o r y :  t h e  

absence of m a t e r i a l  i s  even more s e r i o u s  h e r e  t han  i n  t h e  

ca se  of whi te  women. H i s t o r i c a l l y  censured on t h e  b a s i s  of 

r a c e  and sex,  n a t i v e  women have y e t  t o  be t h e  s u b j e c t  of  

s e r i o u s  s tudy .  The l a c k  of mention i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  i s  t h e r e -  

f o r e  n o t  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  a  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  t h e i r  important  

r o l e  i n  shaping t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  h i s t o r y ,  bu t  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  

o f  r e a d i l y  l o c a t i n g  adequate  in format ion .  

I n  summary, women have a  long h i s t o r y  o f  oppress ion .  

I t  i s  my hope t h a t  t h i s  t h e s i s  w i l l  r e v e a l  t h e  major dimen- 

s i o n s  of  t h i s  oppress ion  a s  exper ienced by B r i t i s h  Columbian 

women. More impor t an t ly ,  however, I w i l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  

f i r s t  cha l l enges  r a i s e d  i n  oppos i t i on  t o  t h i s  oppress ion  and 

t o  demonstra te  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  on them imposed by t h e  c l a s s  



nature of the movement. Only when women have a sense of 

their heritage of struggle, which has heretofore been buried, 

will they begin to understand the significance of collective 

inequities. 17 

17. This is not to mention the difficulties involved when 
a member of the oppressor race attempts to document 
this history of the oppressed race. 



CHAPTER TWO 

THE INTRODUCTION OF WOMEN TO THE WEST COAST 

The popu la t i on  of whi te  women on t h e  west  c o a s t  

remained a t  a  r e l a t i v e l y  low l e v e l  u n t i l  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  

decade of t h e  t w e n t i e t h  cen tu ry .  The i r  absence can be a t t r i -  

buted t o  v a r i o u s  s o c i a l  and economic f a c t o r s  - f a c t o r s  which 

i n f luenced  t h e  growth r a t e  of t h e  gene ra l  populace ,  bu t  which 

had an a d d i t i o n a l  and s p e c i f i c  impact upon t h e  immigration of 

women. 

The economy of t h e  west c o a s t  was o r i g i n a l l y  based 

upon t h e  f u r  t r a d e  - a  s t a p l e  i n d u s t r y  i n i m i c a l  t o  s e t t l e -  

ment. There fore ,  i n  s p i t e  of  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Hudson's Bay 

Company guaranteed t h a t  s e t t l e m e n t s  would be e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

r e t u r n  f o r  e x c l u s i v e  t r a d i n g  r i g h t s ,  few genuine e f f o r t s  

were launched t o  f u l f i l l  t h i s  promise.  For example, whi le  

l and  was be ing  given away t o  s e t t l e r s  i n  Oregon (under t h e  

Donation Law), t h e  Hudson's Bay Company charged 1 s t e r l i n g  

p e r  a c r e  and r e f u s e d  t o  s e l l  l and  i n  b locks  of l e s s  t han  

twenty a c r e s .  ' Although t h e  company d i d  e s t a b l i s h  farms,  

t h e s e  were viewed merely a s  a  means t o  ma in t a in  t r a d i n g  p o s t s  

and were never seen  a s  a  b a s i s  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t .  2 

1. John Garner,  - The F ranch i se  and P o l i t i c s  i n  B r i t i s h  North 
America, (Toronto: U n i v e r s i t y  of ' ~ o r o n t o ~ r e s s ,  1 9 6 9 ) ,  
P *  118. 

&- 2 .  Paul  P h i l l i p s ,  "Confederat ion and t h e  Economy of  B r i t i s h  
Columbia" i n  George W .  She l ton ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia and Con- 
f e d e r a t i o n ,  ( V i c t o r i a :  Morr is  P r i n t i n g  Company, 1 9 6 7 ) z .  4 4 .  



The d i s c o v e r y  o f  g o l d  i n  t h e  F r a s e r  and Car iboo 

r e g i o n s  l a i d  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  e x t e n s i v e  i n c r e a s e  i n  

p o p u l a t i o n .  Thousands o f  mine r s  a r r i v e d  on t h e  c o a s t ,  s p a r k -  

i n g  o f f  t h e  development  o f  commercial c e n t r e s  c a t e r i n g  t o  

t h e i r  n e e d s .  Wi th in  a  s h o r t  s p a c e  o f  t i m e ,  l a n d  v a l u e s  s o a r e d ,  

hundreds  of s t o r e s  and h o t e l s  were b u i l t ,  American companies 

opened o f f i c e s  and r o a d s  were c o n s t r u c t e d :  

Wi th in  s i x  weeks, two hundred and twenty  f i v e  
b u i l d i n g s ,  n e a r  two hundred  o f  them s t o r e s ,  
f i f t y  n i n e  owned by j o b b e r s  o r  i m p o r t e r s ,  were 
c o n s t r u c t e d .  Land v a l u e s  r o s e :  t h e  Hudson's 
Bay Company, which owned w a t e r  f r o n t a g e  and 
a l l  t h e  good b u i l d i n g  s i t e s  n e a r  t h e  h a r b o u r ,  
r a i s e d  t h e  p r i c e  o f  town l o t s  from $50.00 and 
$75.00 t o  $1500.00 and $3000.00 and even 
h i g h e r . .  . . 
. . .  e x p o r t s  t o  Vancouver I s l a n d  which had amounted 
o n l y  t o  $29,448.00 i n  1857 r o s e  t o  $808,954.00 i n  
t h e  s i n g l e  month o f  J u l y ,  1858 ... 3  

T h i s  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  had  a  p ro found  impact  

on t h e  economy o f  t h e  wes t  c o a s t .  Although expans ion  was 

s h o r t - l i v e d ,  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  was l a i d .  A 

s e r i o u s  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  monopoly o f  t h e  Hudson's Bay Company 

developed w i t h  t h e  emergence o f  a  burgeon ing  c l a s s  o f  c a p i -  

t a l i s t s  and p e t i t  b o u r g e o i s .  The economic b a s i s  of  wes t  

c o a s t  s o c i e t y  changed r a p i d l y :  t h e  f u r  t r a d e  gave way t o  an 

economy based  upon t h e  development o f  p r imary  i n d u s t r y .  

3 .  Margare t  A.  Ormsby, B r i t i s h  Columbia: A - H i s t o r y ,  
(Toronto :  M a c M i l l a n s ~ ~ ,  p .  141.  



However, a l though  a  new economic b a s i s  had been 

e s t a b l i s h e d ,  t h e  populace  r e q u i r e d  t o  s u s t a i n  t h i s  new 

o rde r  was no t  y e t  p r e s e n t .  Small numbers of gold  miners ,  

i n  p a r t i c u l a r  those  who f a r e d  poo r ly ,  found employment i n  

t h e  newly developing lumber, c o a l  and f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r i e s .  

But, on t h e  whole, t h e  gold  mining popu la t i on  was of  a  t r a n -  

s i e n t  n a t u r e .  The permanent l abour  f o r c e  was by no means 

s t a b l e  e i t h e r .  I s o l a t e d  i n  company mining towns o r  i n  

logging camps, men o f t e n  l e f t  t h e i r  employers t o  seek f o r -  

t unes  i n  newly d i scovered  gold f i e l d s  o r  moved sou th  i n  

q u e s t  of b e t t e r  wages. 

Permanent s e t t l e m e n t  and t h e  immigration of women, 

i n  an organized way, was seen a s  a  p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  

t h i s  p r e s s i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  Hence wi th  a  l o g i c  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  

a p p l i e d  a t  t h e  t ime of s e t t l e m e n t  on Canada's e a s t e r n  c o a s t ,  

women were in t roduced  t o  encourage t h e  d e ~ e l o p m e n t ~ t h r o u g h  

t h e  f ami ly ,  o f  a  conse rva t ive  and s t a b l e  s o c i e t y .  

By Sea . .. 
The f i r s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  s e r i o u s l y  d e a l  w i t h  i n -  

c r e a s i n g  t h e  popu la t i on  of whi te  women was t h e  B r i t i s h  

Columbia Emigration S o c i e t y .  I t  aimed t o  " ... encourage 

t h e  emigra t ion  of r e s p e c t a b l e ,  i n d u s t r i o u s  women t o  t h e  

colony a s  a  s t e p  towards supply ing  wives t o  t h e  miners and 



o t h e r s . .  . l t4 On A p r i l  1 7 ,  1862, t h e  S o c i e t y ' s  f i r s t  ' b r i d e  

s h i p '  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  colony.  I t  c a r r i e d  twenty young women 

aged mainly from twelve t o  e igh t een  y e a r s .  They had been 

c a r e f u l l y  chosen from London orphan asylums: 

Some of them were p r e t t y ;  most of  them 
were more o r  l e s s  buxom, f o r  they  had 
been chosen wi th  a  d e s i r e  t o  c r e a t e  a  
p l e a s i n g  f i r s t  impress ion . . . 5  

The nex t  month s i x t y  a d d i t i o n a l  women a r r i v e d .  To 

ensure  t h e i r  v i r g i n i t y ,  and hence t h e i r  ' m a r k e t a b i l i t y ' ,  t h e  

women were c l o s e l y  chaperoned by a  clergyman and matron. 

They were kep t  i n  i s o l a t i o n  under extremely cramped cond i t i ons  

f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  voyage around t h e  Cape. Upon a r r i v a l ,  t h e  

women were marched (amid crowds of s p e c t a t o r s ) ,  t o  t h e  Naval 

Bar racks ,  where t hey  were t emporar i ly  housed. Many had 

domestic p o s i t i o n s  w a i t i n g  f o r  them, bu t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of 

them marr ied  soon a f t e r  a r r i v a l .  6  

4 .  N .  de B. Lugr in ,  (Mrs. E . B .  Shaw), The P ioneer  Women of 
Vancouver I s l a n d ,  1843-1866, ( V i c t o r i a :  ~ i c t o r i a e n ' s  
Canadian C l u b , 9 2 2 8 )  , p.  147. (Emphasis mine) . This  
q u o t a t i o n  i s  an e x c e l l e n t  i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  rac i sm e v i -  
den t  i n  e a r l y  y e a r s  of  B r i t i s h  Columbian development. I t  
i s  c l e a r l y  an a t t empt  t o  sugges t  t h a t  t h e  on ly  feminine 
i n h a b i t a n t s  ( n a t i v e  women) lacked t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s .  

I b i d ,  

6. I b i d ,  p .  1 4 9 .  



. . . And by Land 

Not a l l  women a r r i v e d  on t h e  west  c o a s t  by s h i p ,  

however. Some accompanied t h e i r  husbands over land  t o  s e t  up 

homesteads i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  These women o f t e n  encountered 

e x t r a  ha rdsh ips  a r i s i n g  from t h e i r  r o l e s  a s  mother and c h i l d -  

r e a r e r .  Unable t o  r e g u l a t e  c o n t i n u a l  p r egnanc i e s ,  i s o l a t e d ,  

and l a c k i n g  any f a c i l i t i e s  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n ,  they 

were f o r c e d  t o  subo rd ina t e  t h e i r  pe r sona l  burdens t o  t h e  

demands pu t  upon them by t h e i r  day- to -day  e x i s t e n c e  a s  home- 

s t e a d e r s .  The fo l l owing  q u o t a t i o n ,  from one of t h e  few 

d e s c r i p t i o n s  a v a i l a b l e  d e p i c t i n g  t h e  p l i g h t  of t h e  p ionee r  

woman, demonstra tes  t h i s  hardsh ip :  

Members of t h e  p a r t y  were drowned i n  t h e  
Thompson and weary mi l e s  of unmarked t r a i l s  
were t r a v e l l e d  by h e r  (Mrs. Schuber t )  b e f o r e  
reach ing  Kamloops. She a r r i v e d  a t  Kamloops 
on October 11, 1862 a f t e r  be ing  on t h e  t r a i l  
one hundred t h i r t y  days ,  e i g h t y  two of  which 
were spen t  from Edmonton t o  Kamloops. The 
day fo l lowing  h e r  a r r i v a l  a t  Kamloops Mrs. 
Schuber t  gave b i r t h  t o  a  daughter  ... t h e  
f i r s t  whi te  c h i l d  i n  C e n t r a l  B r i t i s h  Columbia. 
One cannot p i c t u r e  t h e  ha rdsh ips  encountered 
by t h a t  remarkable woman on t h a t  h i s t o r i c a l  
t r i p ,  b u t  she  was of t h e  type  t h a t  does n o t  
admit d e f e a t .  

Other women, numbering t h r e e  t o  f o u r  hundred, 

accompanied t h e i r  husbands t o  t h e  gold  f i e l d s . 8  One woman, 

7 .  From t h e  scrapbook of J . C .  Young of J a s p e r ,  A l b e r t a .  
Held i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia P r o v i n c i a l  Archives .  

8.  N .  de B .  Lugr in ,  - -  op. c i t . ,  p .  149. 



Del l a  Murray Banks, who accompanied h e r  husband and t h i r t e e n  

o t h e r  miners t o  t h e  gold  f i e l d s ,  agreed t o  do s o  only  i f  t hey  

p a i d  f o r  h e r  a d d i t i o n a l  labour  as  t h e  cook.' Th is  s p i r i t  was 

no t  ev iden t  among t h e  m a j o r i t y  of women, however. The p r e -  

c e p t s  of V i c t o r i a n  m o r a l i t y  d i c t a t e d  t h a t  gold  f i e l d s  were 

no t  f i t  r e s i d e n c e s  f o r  women. Indeed,  w i ld  t a l e s  of mining- 

town l i f e  were u t i l i z e d  t o  pu t  f e a r  i n  t h e  h e a r t s  of women 

who were i n s t i l l e d  wi th  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  ideology.  Neverthe- 

l e s s ,  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  of such p r e c e p t s  were soon demonstrated:  

i n  s p i t e  of admonit ions t o  t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  women a r r i v e d  i n  

mining camps and,  f aced  wi th  t h i s  f a i t  accompli ,  some men, 

a t  l e a s t ,  began t o  condone t h e i r  p resence .  This  r e v e r s a l  i n  

a t t i t u d e  was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  profound changes she  was a b l e  

t o  e f f e c t  among miners '  a t t i t u d e s  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  h e r  ' n a t u r a l '  

a b i l i t y  t o  b r i n g  j u s t i c e  and i n t e g r i t y  t o  s o c i e t y .  Th is  i d e a  

was a p t l y  and c o l o u r f u l l y  desc r ibed  i n  1877: 

The den izens  of t h a t  mountain camp s l i d ,  by an 
i r r e s i s t a b l e  law of g r a v i t a t i o n ,  away from c i v i l  
o r d e r ,  from s o c i a l  ben i f i cence  and from humanity. 
They gorged themselves ,  and swore, and wrangled,  
and fough t ,  and l i k e  dragons of t h e  prime they  
t o r e  each o t h e r  i n  t h e i r  s e l f i s h  greed f o r  t h a t  
which was t h e i r  only  c a r e .  I n  t h i s  savage semi- 
pandemonium e n t e r e d  one day,  two unwanted v i s i t -  

9 .  D e l l a  Murray Banks, 'Klondike Goldfever ' ,  Alaska Spor t s -  
men. January 1945,  p .  25. 



o r s  - t h e  wives of  miners who had come t o  
j o i n  t h e i r  husbands. P o l i t e ,  k ind ,  g e n t l e ,  
i n t e l l i g e n t ,  and p ious ,  t h e i r  ve ry  presence  
seemed t o  change t h e  moral atmosphere of t h e  
p l a c e .  A l l  t h e  dormant c h i v a l r y  o f  man's 
n a t u r e  was awakened. 10 

I n  summary, t h e  f i r s t  whi te  women t o  a r r i v e  i n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia came v i a  two main r o u t e s .  F i r s t ,  a  s i z a b l e  

p o r t i o n  were shipped t o  t h e  west c o a s t ,  i n i t i a l l y  t o  t ake  up 

employment a s  domestic s e r v a n t s ,  bu t  u l t i m a t e l y  t o  p rov ide  

men wi th  wives.  Another group of women, a l r e a d y  mar r ied ,  

a r r i v e d  w i th  t h e i r  husbands t o  mine go ld  o r  t o  homestead. 

Faced wi th  f r o n t i e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  women o f t e n  became 

involved i n  t a s k s  no t  normally a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  'womens work ' .  

However, emphasis has  been unduly p l aced  on "women's r o l e  i n  

b u i l d i n g  t h e  west" a s  an exp lana t ion  of t h e i r  e a r l y  p o l i -  

t i c a l  a c t i v i t y .  A l l  a v a i l a b l e  evidence sugges t s  t h a t  

whi le  it might have been necessary  f o r  women t o  under take  

s t r enuous  p h y s i c a l  l abour  n o t  normally seen  a s  "women's workf1 

i n  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of  t h e i r  homes, t h i s  d i d  n o t  produce any 

permanent r e s t r u c t u r i n g  of women's r o l e s .  T r a d i t i o n a l  Vic-  

t o r i a n  a t t i t u d e s  towards women developed and p e r s i s t e d  

throughout  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of  t h e  west  c o a s t .  As a  r e s u l t ,  

women were f o r c e d  t o  con t inue  i n  t h e  r o l e s  i n t o  which t hey  

had a l r e a d y  been s o c i a l i z e d  be fo re  t h e i r  m ig ra t i on  t o  

B r i t i s h  Columbia. 

10. William Worthington Fowler, Women on t h e  American F r o n t i e r ,  
(Har t fo rd :  no pub. ,  1877) ,  p..- - 



CHAPTER THREE 

EARLY LABOUR ACTIVITY AMONG WOMEN 

A s  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  developed i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, 

t h e  c l a s s  s t r u c t u r e  became more c l e a r l y  a r t i c u l a t e d .  I n  

commercial c e n t r e s  such a s  V i c t o r i a  (and l a t e r  on Vancouver) 

a  c l a s s  of p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and smal l  businessmen emerged r e l a -  

t i v e l y  e a r l y .  However, i n  i n d u s t r i a l  c e n t r e s ,  where no 

s i m i l a r  middle c l a s s  s t r a t a  e x i s t e d ,  l a b o u r e r s  and employers 

became d i s t i n c t  and p o l a r i z e d  groups i n  t h e  wake of i n d u s t r i a  

l i z a t i o n .  1 

The employers mani fes ted  an i n t r a n s i g e n t  a t t i t u d e  

towards l abour  d i s c o n t e n t  t h a t  was f i r s t  cha l lenged  by t h e  

B r i t i s h  c o a l  miners who s t r u c k  a t  Nanaimo i n  1870. From 

t h i s  d a t e  s t r i k e s  were f r e q u e n t  and m i l i t a n t  i n  a l l  s e c t o r s  

of t h e  economy. Black l i s t s ,  e v i c t i o n s  from company homes, 

t h e  impor t a t i on  of s t r i k e  b reake r s ,  and t h e  u se  of t h e  m i l i -  

t i a  were t a c t i c s  p e r s i s t e n t l y  used by t h e  employers t o  break 

t h i s  new s p i r i t  of l abour  m i l i t a n c y .  Women wage e a r n e r s ,  

3 (comprising 11% of  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbian Labour f o r c e  i n  1891 ) 

1. Mar t in  Robin, Radica l  P o l i t i c s  and Canadian Labour, 1880- 
1930, (Kingston: I n d u s t r i a l  R e l a t i o n s  Cen t r e ,  Queen's 
Un ive r s i t y ,  1968) ,  p .  46. 

2 .  Paul  P h i l l i p s ,  No Power Grea t e r ,  (Vancouver: B r i t i s h  
Columbia ~ e d e r a E o n o f ~ a b o u r ,  l 967 ) ,  p .  5 .  

3. Canada, Dominion Bureau of S t a t i s t i c s ,  Census of Canada, 
Volume 11, 1890-91, (Ottawa: Queen's P r i n t e r s , T 8 9 3 ) , .  
142-5.- 
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were p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f f e c t e d  by such ha r sh  measures due t o  t he  

abysmally low l e v e l  of t h e i r  wages. 

WOMEN AND ORIENTAL WORKERS 

That a r b i t r a r y  d i v i s i o n  of l abour  on t h e  b a s i s  of 

sex  which r e l e g a t e s  woman t o  jobs t h a t  a r e  e s s e n t i a l l y  ex- 

t e n s i o n s  o f  household d u t i e s  was o p e r a t i v e  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

when t h e  f i r s t  smal l  manufac tor ies  and s e r v i c e  i n d u s t r i e s  

emerged. I n v a r i a b l y ,  women were channe l led  i n t o  occupa t ions  

r e q u i r i n g  s t renuous  p h y s i c a l  e x e r t i o n .  The rewards they 

r ece ived  f o r  t h i s  l abou r  were u s u a l l y  marg ina l .  

A cursory  glance a t  labour  r e p o r t s  du r ing  t h i s  p e r i o d  

r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  O r i e n t a l  worker shared  a  s i m i l a r  s t a t u s  i n  t he  

l abour  f o r c e .  The presence  of such c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d  groups wi th -  

i n  c e r t a i n  occupa t ions  has  f r e q u e n t l y  been u t i l i z e d  by employ- 

e r s  t o  s p l i t  t h e  working c l a s s  by c r e a t i n g  compet i t ion  and r i -  

v a l r y  between t h e  groups.  The s u c c e s s f u l  employment of t h i s  

t a c t i c  c r e a t e s  an atmosphere i n  which e f f e c t i v e  and u n i f i e d  

cha l l enges  from t h e  workers a r e  almost  imposs ib le .  

I n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, t h e  labour  movement f e l l  p rey  

t o  t h i s  t a c t i c ,  and saw O r i e n t a l  workers a s  a l i e n  compet i to rs  

t o  whi te  women: 

I n  Vancouver, t hey  ( t h e  w a i t r e s s e s )  work 
t e n  t o  twelve hours under t h e  s u p e r v i s i o n  
of t h e  Chinese o r  t h e  Japanese .  I n  n i n e t y  
n i n e  of  one hundred ca se s  i f  she  complains 
t h e  A s i a t i c  remains.4 

4. B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  December 13 ,  1912, p .  1. 
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The Royal Commission on Chinese and Japanese  Immigra- 

t i o n  provided f i g u r e s  t o  demonstra te  t h e  predominance of Chi- 

nese  l abour  i n  va r ious  i n d u s t r i e s .  The Labour G a z e t t e ' s  

r e p o r t  on t h e  Commission, pub l i shed  i n  1902, was p r i m a r i l y  

concerned wi th  t h e  displacement  of women from t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n -  

a l  employment a r e a s .  One example r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h i s  Report 

was t h e  ca se  of t a i l o r  shops .  I n  1891 i n  V i c t o r i a ,  one hundred 

and f i f t y  whi te  men and women worked i n  e i g h t e e n  shops;  by 1901, 

t h e  numbers of whi te  employees had dwindled t o  twenty one men 

and t h i r t y  women, a l though  t h e  t r a d e  con t inued  t o  f l o u r i s h  

u s ing  Chinese l abour .  Another a r e a  demonstra t ing t h i s  t r e n d  

was t h e  canne r i e s  where s i x  thousand of t h e  t e n  thousand jobs 

were he ld  by Chinese.  Even women domestic s e r v a n t s  were 

r e p o r t e d  be ing  fo rced  o u t  of  employment by Chinese who would 

accep t  wages a s  low a s  t e n  d o l l a r s  a  month. 5 

The r e f l e c t i o n  of t h i s  r a c i s t  ideology i n  an o f f i -  

c i a l  government p u b l i c a t i o n  connected w i t h  t h e  l abour  movement 

( i t s  r e g i o n a l  r e p o r t s  were o f t e n  submi t ted  by t r a d e  u n i o n i s t s )  

d i d  much t o  r e i n f o r c e  s i m i l a r  a t t i t u d e s  among t h e  working c l a s s .  

The t r a d e  unions  cons idered  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  and indeed 

t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of o rgan iz ing  women r e l a t i v e l y  e a r l y .  However, 

t h e i r  acceptance of  r a c i s t  ideology preven ted  them from t a k i n g  

s i m i l a r  s t e p s  towards t h e  Chinese: t h e  myth t h a t  O r i e n t a l  work- 

e r s  were ' un -o rgan izab l e '  was accep ted  unques t i on ing ly .  Con- 

5 .  Labour Gaze t te ,  Volume 111, September 1902, p .  163. 



sequen t ly  t h e s e  workers were fo rced  t o  accep t  whatever 

t r i f l i n g  wages they  were o f f e r e d ,  t h u s ,  i r o n i c a l l y ,  en t rench-  

i ng  t h e i r  compet i t ive  s t a t u s  a s  'cheap l a b o u r 1 .  6  

ORGANIZED LABOUR 

The a t t i t u d e  of o rgan ized  labour  was f r e q u e n t l y  op- 

p o r t u n i s t :  whi le  c o n s t a n t  concern f o r  t h e  p l i g h t  of women 

workers was ev iden t  i n  t h e  pages of t h e i r  newspapers, a c t u a l  

e f f o r t s  a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f t e n  only a r o s e  from immediate p r ac -  

t i c a l  n e c e s s i t y .  That i s ,  women were i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n  t r a d e  

unions  only  when t h e i r  unorganized s t a t u s  endangered a  p a r t i -  

c u l a r  s t r i k e .  But t h e  c o n t r a c t s  n e g o t i a t e d  a f t e r  a  s t r i k e  

i n v a r i a b l y  l e f t  women a s  t h e  lowest  p a i d  workers i n  t h e  t r a d e .  

I n  o t h e r  words, women were encouraged t o  o rgan ize  a s  long  a s  

they t a c i t l y  agreed n o t  t o  invade t h e  b e t t e r  paying a r e a s  of 

employment - men's jobs .  

6. Thomas Robert Loosemore, B r i t i s h  Columbia Labour Move- 
and P o l i t i c a l  Act ion - 1879-1906, Unpublished M.A.  t h e s i s ,  
U n i v e r s i t y  of B r i t i s h  Columbia, 1954. Loosemore a p t l y  
d e s c r i b e s  how and why t h e  Chinese were viewed a s  compe- 
t i t o r s  w i th  whi te  l abou r .  H i s  a n a l y s i s  t r a c e s  t h i s  com- 
p e t i t i o n  back a s  f a r  a s  1871, when t h e  O r i e n t a l s  were 
imported t o  b u i l d  t h e  Canadian P a c i f i c  Railway. 



While t h e r e  a r e  examples  i n  American Labour h i s t o r y  

o f  s t r i k e s  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  women e n t e r i n g  a  p a r t i c u l a r  

o c c u p a t i o n , 7  i n  Canada t h e r e  i s  no e v i d e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  

such  b l a t a n t  anti-women a c t i v i t i e s  o c c u r r e d .  The f a c t  r ema ins  

however,  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e s  o f  e q u a l  pay  f o r  e q u a l  work, and 

t h e  conf inemen t  o f  women t o  u n s k i l l e d  and low p a y i n g  j o b s ,  

were n e v e r  d e a l t  w i t h  by o r g a n i z e d  l a b o u r  i n  Canada. 

I n  1881,  t h e  Toron to  Trades  and  Labour Counc i l  a d d r e s -  

s e d  a  s e t  o f  demands t o  t h e  f e d e r a l  government c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

i n t o l e r a b l e  s t a t e  o f  working  c o n d i t i o n s .  These c o n t a i n e d  

s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  problems o f  women worke r s  - one 

o f  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e s  t h a t  Canadian l a b o u r  had t a k e n  up t h e i r  

c a u s e .  

Women began t o  e n t e r  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e  i n  Quebec and 

O n t a r i o  d u r i n g  t h e  1 8 8 0 ' s .  Here,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  s m a l l  

m a n u f a c t o r i e s  i n  t h e  t e x t i l e  and t o b a c c o  i n d u s t r i e s  prompted 

employers  t o  t u r n  t o  women a s  a  s o u r c e  o f  cheap  l a b o u r .  

Sweat s h o p s ,  v i o l e n t  b e a t i n g s ,  heavy f i n e s  f o r  t a l k i n g ,  l o n g  

h o u r s ,  s e x u a l  advances  by employer s ,  and p o o r  wages c o n s t i t u -  

7.  J o h n  B .  Andrew, W . D .  Bl iss ,  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  Committee 
of  Women and C h i l d  Wage E a r n e r s  i n  t h e U n i m a t e s ,  Vol-  - 
ume X .   ist to- Women i n  ~ r a d e ~ 5 n ' s , s h i n g t o n :  
Government ~ r i n t i n g O f f i c T  m-, p .  46. P h i l l i p  S .  Foner  
- H i s t o r  of  t h e  Labour Movement i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  Vol-  
u m d e ~ Y ~ :  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ~ z l x e r s ,  195- 190.  
Andrew C, Bliss r e c o u n t  t h e  example o f  t h e  j o u r n e y  man t a i l -  
o r s  s t r i k e  i n  New York i n  1891.  Foner  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  con-  - -  - 

s e r v a t i v e  c r a f t  u n i o n ' s  view o f  women a s  a  group which 
s e r v e d  o n l y  t o  d e p r e s s  t h e  e n t i r e  wage l e v e l .  

8 .  C h a r l e s  L i p t o n ,  The Trade  Union Movement o f  Canada, 1827- 
1959 ,  (Montrea1:Ca-n S o c i a ~ a ~ o n s ,  1966), 74. 



t e d  t h e  quagmire i n  which working women e x i s t e d .  I n  1901, 

women's wages n a t i o n a l l y  were l e s s  t han  one t h i r d  of  men's: 

Women r ece ived  an average wage of $119.98 pe r  annum whi le  men 

earned $387.16. 9  

Widespread p u b l i c  knowledge of t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and 

a  growing concern,  was p a r t l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h -  

ment of  t h e  Royal Comission on t h e  R e l a t i o n  of  C a p i t a l  and 

Labour i n  1886. In  i t ' s  1889 Report ,  t h e  Commission recom- 

mended: 

1. Maximum hours  of  t e n  p e r  day and f i f t y  f o u r  p e r  week 

f o r  c h i l d  and female l abour .  

2 .  A ban on employment of  c h i l d r e n  under f o u r t e e n ,  and 

n i g h t  work f o r  c h i l d r e n  under s i x t e e n .  

3. A b o l i t i o n  of  f i n e s .  

4 .  Appointment of  female f a c t o r y  i n s p e c t o r s .  10 

While t h e  Commission had l i t t l e  r e a l  e f f e c t  on t h e  

s t a t u s  of  women, it was important  because it r ep re sen t ed  t h e  

f i r s t  formal r e c o g n i t i o n  (by bo th  t h e  l abour  movement and 

t h e  government) t h a t  t h i s  problem e x i s t e d .  

9 .  Labour Gaze t t e ,  Volume V I I I ,  May 1907, p .  1269. 

1 0 .  Char les  Lipton,  op. c i t .  p .  7 4 .  



THE BRITISH COLUMBIA SITUATION 

S t r i k e s  among women workers on t h e  west  c o a s t  were 

s p o r a d i c  and comparat ively  r a r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  p e r i o d .  The 

f i r s t  s t r i k e  i nvo lv ing  women was seen a s  a  succes s  by t h e  

l abour  movement, b u t  t o  t h e  women involved i t  could  ha rd ly  

have appeared a s  such.  In  December, 1902, Vancouver Telephone 

o p e r a t o r s ,  l inemen, and r e p a i r e r s ,  s t r u c k  a g a i n s t  t h e  New 

Westminster and Burrard  I n l e t  Telephone Company f o r  wage 

i n c r e a s e s ,  s h o r t e r  hou r s ,  and f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e i r  union.  11 

V i c t o r i a  te lephone workers went ou t  i n  sympathy and on Decem- 

be r  15 ,  1902, t h e  s t r i k e  was s e t t l e d .  The I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

Brotherhood of E l e c t r i c a l  Workers, Local 213,was recognized.  

The c o n t r a c t  inc luded  t h e  e i g h t  hour work day,  c l o s e d  shop 

r e g u l a t i o n s ,  and con ta ined  c l a u s e s  which forbade employers 

from d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  a g a i n s t  union members. The wage s t i p u l a -  

t i o n s  were p a r t i c u l a r l y  t e l l i n g .  A l l  employees r ece ived  an 

immediate f i v e  d o l l a r s  a  month r a i s e .  However, whereas t h e  

lowest  p a i d  male employee (lineman) r ece ived  a  new wage of 

t h r e e  d o l l a r s  a  day ( s i x t y  d o l l a r s  a  month), t h e  women (oper-  

a t o r s )  were t o  r e c e i v e  a  mere twenty d o l l a r s  a  month s t a r t i n g  

s a l a r y .  A f t e r  t h r e e  y e a r s  employment t h e  wage of  an o p e r a t o r  

would r i s e  t o  t h i r t y  d o l l a r s  a  month. 1 2  

Labour Gaze t te ,  Volume December 1902, p .  

1 2 .  Agreement p r i n t e d  i n  f u l l  - Labour Gaze t te ,  Vol. IV, 
January 1903, p .  517. 



In  March of 1906t3  t h e  nex t  r e p o r t e d  te lephone  

employees s t r i k e  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia occur red .  The problems 

of over load ing  t h e  o p e r a t o r s  was a  c o n t i n u a l  g r ievance  and 

sparked s t r i k e s  a l l  a c r o s s  Canada. 

A f t e r  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e n s e  On ta r io  s t r i k e ,  a  Royal 

Commission f i n a l l y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h e  Toronto s i t u a t i o n .  The 

evidence given i n  t h i s  ca se  p rov ides  some c l e a r  i n s i g h t s  a s  

t o  t h e  n a t u r e  of  c o n d i t i o n s  which faced  t e l e p h o n i s t s  ac ros s  

t h e  count ry  ( i n c l u d i n g  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia). On t h e  f i r s t  day 

of t h e  hea r ings  twen ty - f ive  persons  were chosen randomly from 

employees and brought t o  Toronto t o  t e s t i f y .  

On t h a t  day a  medical  c e r t i f i c a t e  from D r .  Al ton 
G a r r a t t  was produced, i n  which it s t a t e d  t h a t  o f  
twen ty - f ive  persons  s e l e c t e d ,  t h i r t e e n  were i n  too 
p r e c a r i o u s  a  cond i t i on  of h e a l t h  t o  permi t  of t h e i r  
g iv ing  evidence.  D r .  G a r r a t t ,  on be ing  examined i n  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  s t a t e d  t h a t  a l l  were 
s u f f e r i n g  from a  good d e a l  of nervousness ,  t h a t  
some were s u f f e r i n g  from s o r e  t h r o a t ,  l a r y n g i t i s ,  
t o n s i l i t i s ,  e t c .  1 4  

The Royal Commission accomplished l i t t l e ,  and t h e  r e a l  p r o -  

blem of  excess  l oad ing  cont inued.  As l a t e  a s  1912, t h e  B . C .  

F e d e r a t i o n i s t  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  te lephone company f o r  h i r i n g  

13.  Western C la r ion ,  March 31, 1906. p .  4 .  

14. "Report of  t h e  Royal Commission Appointed t o  Inqu i r e  I n t o  
Dispute  Between B e l l  Telephone Company and Employees a t  
Toronto", Labour Gaze t t e ,  Volume V I I I ,  October 1907, 
p .  399. 



e x p e r t s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  ' b r eak ing  p o i n t  o f  women employees. 1 1 5  

I t  must no t  be f o r g o t t e n  t h a t  w i th  each s i g n a l  
t h e r e  i s  no t  on ly  t h e  f l a s h i n g  of a  smal l  l i g h t  
i n  t h e  o p e r a t o r ' s  eyes ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a  c l i c k i n g  
sound i n  t h e  e a r s  through t h e  r e c e i v e r s  f a s t e n e d  
t o  h e r  head. So when t h e  impat ien t  s u b s c r i b e r ,  
angry because h i s  c a l l  has  no t  been answered, 
moves t h e  r e c e i v e r  hook of h i s  'phone up and 
down r a p i d l y ,  he f l a s h e s  t h e  s i g n a l  i n  f r o n t  o f  
t h e  o p e r a t o r  ... a  s u p e r v i s o r  i s  s t a n d i n g  behind 
h e r  e i t h e r  hu r ry ing  her  o r  c a l l i n g  he r  numbers 
t o  be t aken  by o t h e r  o p e r a t o r s  . . .  a  moni tor  may 
p lug  i n  and c r i t i c i z e  h e r  any moment - t h e s e ,  w i th  
t h e  h e i g h t  of  up- reach  and l e n g t h  of  s i d e - r e a c h ,  go 
t o  form elements  of  s t r a i n  on t h e  o p e r a t o r  who i s  
' over - loaded '  . I 6  

In  every t r a d e  cond i t i ons  were j u s t  a s  i n t o l e r a b l e .  

The laundry workers a l s o  formed an e a r l y  t r a d e  union.  On 

March 1 2 ,  1902, Local 105 of t h e  S h i r t ,  Waist and Laundry 

Workers Union was e s t a b l i s h e d  under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  a  

Mrs. Henderson and a  Miss ~ o m i e .  l7 A t  t h e  end of  t he  yea r  

seven ty  members belonged t o  t h e  union i n  Vancouver, bu t  wages 

remained p i t i f u l l y  low. I n  1907 women cont inued  t o  work i n  

l a u n d r i e s  n ine  hours a  day, t o  be p a i d  only  $1.10 t o  $1.75 

pe r  day. The f i r s t  r e p o r t e d  s t r i k e  among women i n  t h i s  t r a d e  

15.  The r e p o r t  concluded t h a t  two hundred twenty f i v e  c a l l s  
pe r  hour could  be p rocessed  be fo re  women reached a  
b reak ing  p o i n t  and be fo re  t h e  q u a l i t y  of s e r v i c e  dec l ined .  

16. B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  December 13,  1912. p .  3 .  

17.  The Independent,  September 5 ,  1903. 



occur red  when E x c e l s i o r  Laundry r e fused  t o  endorse  work sched-  

u l e s .  l8 A d e s c r i p t i o n  i n  t h e  Western C l a r i o n  of a  1903 s t r i k e  

i n  V i c t o r i a  a t  t h e  C r y s t a l  Laundry c l e a r l y  d e p i c t s  t h e  p l i g h t  

of  l aund re s se s :  

... f o r  some reason b e s t  known t o  t h e  employers 
t h e  s t r i k e r s  had no t  been p a i d  t h e  p rev ious  week's 
wages on Saturday n i g h t  a s  u s u a l  . . . some of  t h e  
female workers were s o  empha t i ca l l y  o u t  of  funds 
a s  t o  have no th ing  t o  c a r r y  them over  Sunday and 
were o rdered  t o  accep t  a s s i s t a n c e  a t  t h e  hands of  
good samar i t ans  . . .  one of t h e i r  number, a  woman 
w i t h  t h r e e  smal l  c h i l d r e n ,  had been tu rned  ou t  
i n t o  t h e  s t r e e t  by t h e  l a n d l o r d  and t h e  only  break-  
f a s t  h e r  l i t t l e  ones got  on t h e  morning of t h e  
s t r i k e  came from t h e  lunch p a i l s  o f  t h e  s t r i k e r s ;  . . .  
of t h i r t y  employees, twenty two were g i r l s  and women, 
some of whom were i n  very  hard  c i rcumstances  and 
t h e  amount of  wages due t h e  s t r i k e r s  reached t h e  
fabu lous  sum of f o u r  hundred d o l l a r s . 1 9  

Other  e a r l y  a t t emp t s  a t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  among women i n -  

cluded t h e  R e t a i l  c l e r k s Z o  and t a i l o r e s s e s .  2 1  

18.  B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t  s p e c i a l  e d i t i o n  'Twenty Five  Years of 
The Labour Movement i n  Vancouver ' .  December 2 7 ,  1912. 
p .  18.  

19.  Western C l a r i o n ,  June 2 4 ,  1905, p .  4 .  

20. The Independent,  May 1 7 ,  1902. One a r t i c l e  no ted  t h a t  
women r e t a i l  c l e r k s  a t t e n d e d  t h e  convent ion i n  V i c t o r i a .  
The January  31,  1903 i s s u e  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  numbers of 
men and women i n  t h i s  union was growing. 

2 1 .  - The Western Wage Ea rne r ,  June 1909, p .  8 .  I n  1909, Miss 
Dalv of  t h e  ~ n i t e d e n t  Workers was brought  t o  t h e  
~ r a d e s  and Labour Council  t o  speak on t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
union l a b e l s  and t h e  r o l e  of u n i o n i s t s '  wives i n  buying 
only  t r a d e  union goods. Helena Gu t t e r idge  was an e a r l y  
o r g a n i z e r  i n  t h e  Uni ted Garment Workers Union i n  Vancou- 
v e r .  She l a t e r  a t t a i n e d  prominence a s  r eco rd ing  s e c r e -  
t a r y  of t he  Trades and Labour Counci l .  



By 1909, some s i x  thousand women wage e a r n e r s  l i v e d  

i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia. They remained concen t r a t ed  i n  t h e  

lowest  paying jobs:  

Domes t i c s  
Clerks  6 Saleswomen 
Stenos  6 Bookkeepers 
Wai t resses  
T a i l o r e s s e s  
Launderesses 
Teachers 
Fac tory  Workers 
Nurses 
Telephone Opera tors  

I n  t r a d e s  where employees were d i s p e r s e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n  

took t h e  l o n g e s t ,  b u t  o f t e n  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  most f a r - r e a c h i n g  

demands. For example, i t  was no t  u n t i l  1913 t h a t  a  Home and 

Domestic Employees Union was e s t a b l i s h e d .  On March 19 ,  1913, 

t h i r t y - f i v e  "governesses ,  l ady  companions, nurse -maids ,  cooks 

and o t h e r s ,  who work i n  t h e  homes of t hose  who h i r e  domestic 

help" met i n  t h e  Labour Temple t o  dec ide  how t o  achieve t h e i r  

goa l s :  a  n i n e  hour day,  a  minimum wage, and r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  

a  body of i n d u s t r i a l  workers .  2 2 

An i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  of t h i s  meeting was a  d i s c u s -  

s i o n  on t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  c o - o p e r a t i v e  rooming 

house 'where they could  l i v e ,  and spend t h e i r  l e i s u r e  time i n  

h e a l t h f u l  surroundings  and s o c i a l  p l e a s u r e s  which hundreds of 

them a r e  no t  a b l e  t o  do a s  t hey  a r e  now s i tua ted1 .  23  over  two 

2 2 .  - B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  March 28, 1913, p .  1. 

23. I b i d ,  p. 4 .  



t housand  women were t h e n  employed a s  domes t i c s  i n  Vancouver 

a l o n e ,  and t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w i t h i n  a  month, o n l y  f i f t y  members 

had s i g n e d  up (23% of  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  c o n s t i t u e n c y )  shows t h e  

d i f f i c u l t i e s  t h a t  such  an o r g a n i z a t i o n  f a c e d .  2 4  

One o t h e r  u n i o n ,  composed e x c l u s i v e l y  o f  women, was 

o r g a n i z e d  by w a i t r e s s e s .  Whereas men and women i n  t h e  t r a d e  

had be longed t o  a  Knigh t s  o f  Labour l o c a l  a s  e a r l y  a s  1898, 

and l a t e r  t o  t h e  W a i t e r s  and Cooks Union, i n  1910 t h e  w a i t -  

r e s s e s  d e c i d e d  t o  o r g a n i z e  on t h e i r  own. I n  September o f  

t h a t  y e a r ,  Loca l  766 was e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  t h e  

Trades  and Labour C o ~ n c i l . ~ ~  Immediately a f t e r  f o r m a t i o n  

o f  t h e  u n i o n ,  t h i r t e e n  women went t o  t h e  Vancouver Trades  

and Labour Counci l  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e i r  b o y c o t t  o f  ' u n f a i r '  

(non-un ion ized)  r e s t a u r a n t s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  asked  men i n  

t r a d e  u n i o n s  t o  e n q u i r e  o f  w a i t r e s s e s  whether  t h e y  be longed t o  

t h e  un ion  and t o  t e l l  them why t h e y  s h o u l d .  26 

Not a l l  women remained i n  j o b s  which were e s s e n t i a l l y  

e x t e n s i o n s  o f  househo ld  c h o r e s .  For  example, when t h e  B r i t i s h  

Columbia c o a l  seams were f i r s t  b e i n g  e x p l o i t e d ,  women were 

employed a s  m i n e r s .  I t  was n o t  u n t i l  Coal Mine L e g i s l a t i o n  

was e n a c t e d  i n  1902 t h a t  i n t o l e r a b l e  work c o n d i t i o n s  were 

24. I b i d ,  A p r i l  18 ,  1913,  p .  1. 

25. Labour G a z e t t e ,  Volume XI, October  1910,  p .  421. 

26. Western Wage E a r n e r s ,  J u l y  13 ,  1910,  p .  11. 



acknowledged - and a l l e v i a t e d  ( i n  t h e o r y  a t  l e a s t ) .  I t  

t h e n  became un lawfu l  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia t o  employ women and 

c h i l d r e n  under  t w e l v e  y e a r s  o f  age  i n  underground work. 

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  employment o f  women and c h i l d r e n  was p r o h i b i t e d  

between t h e  h o u r s  o f  n i n e  a t  n i g h t  and f i v e  on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

morning.  2 7 

Unable t o  e x i s t  on t h e  low wages o f f e r e d  t o  them, 

many women were f o r c e d  i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  By t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  

o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  c e n t u r y  p r o s t i t u t i o n  had  become a  p r e s s i n g  

s o c i a l  problem i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia.  Somewhat e n l i g h t e n e d  

segments  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  saw t h e  c a u s e  i n  t e r m s  o f  women's 

wages.  

P r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  n o t  a  new t h i n g  . . .  i t  is d i f f i c u l t  
t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  ( o f  women) a d o p t  t h e  
l i f e  f o r  p u r e l y  v o l u n t a r y  r e a s o n s  ... D e n u n c i a t i o n  o f  
l o o s e  women w o n ' t  accompl i sh  a n y t h i n g  ... While t h e  
b o d i e s  and s o u l s  o f  women a r e  e x p l o i t e d  f o r  p r o f i t  
i n  t h e  depa r tmen t  s t o r e s  and f a c t o r i e s  and shops  i t  
i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  thousands  o f  them t o  e a r n  
enough t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e i r  honor  and c h a s t i t y .  28 

Another  a r t i c l e  added t h a t  ' I f  t h e  i d e a  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  a s  a 

means o f  supp lemen t ing  h e r  income does  n o t  o c c u r  t o  h e r  - i t  

w i l l  most l i k e l y  be s u g g e s t e d  t o  h e r  by t h e  p r o s p e c t i v e  

employers  - i t  i s  o f t e n  done.  ' 29  

Labour G a z e t t e ,  Vol .  March 

2 8 .  B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  June  2 2 ,  1912, p .  1. ( J .  Hawthornth-  
w a i t e ,  M . L . A .  had  d i s c u s s e d  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a -  
t i v e  Assembly a s  e a r l y  a s  1906) .  

29. B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  J u n e  1 5 ,  1912,  p .  1. 



Marr i age  remained  a n o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h i s  d e p r e s s e d  

l a b o u r  s t a t u s  f o r  women, b u t  t h i s  imposed c l e a r  c l a s s  d i s -  

t i n c t i o n s  upon them. I f  a  woman chose  t o  m a r r y ,  s h e  assumed 

t h e  s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  h e r  husband.  I f  s h e  m a r r i e d  a  wage- 

e a r n e r ,  s h e  was g e n e r a l l y  compel led ,  t h r o u g h  f i n a n c i a l  

n e c e s s i t y ,  t o  remain  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  A s  t h e  B . C .  Fede ra -  

t i o n i s t  p o i n t e d  o u t  l . . .  t h e  demands which m a r r i a g e  make (on 

a  working  man 's )  income a r e  such  t h a t  he  must  a s k  i f  he  i s  

j u s t i f i e d  i n  a s k i n g  a  woman t o  s h a r e  h i s  income. 130 women 

who d i d  remain  i n  t h e  home were s t i l l  s u b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  u n s t a b l e  

c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e .  O f t e n  women were compel led  t o  

c o n f r o n t  t h e  same i s s u e s  f a c i n g  t h e i r  s t r i k i n g  husbands and 

were t h u s  drawn i n t o  l a b o u r  c o n f l i c t s ,  undermining  t h e  r o l e  o f  

s t a b i l i z i n g  s o c i a l  u n r e s t  t h a t  t h e  employing c l a s s  had  s e e n  f o r  

them. An i l l u m i n a t i n g  example o c c u r r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  Nanaimo 

m i n e r s  s t r i k e  i n  1913.  A t  t h e  t r i a l  o f  t h e  m i n e r s ,  Judge  

Howay t e s t i f i e d  t o  t h i s  f a c t :  

F u l l y  90% o f  t h e  women r a n k e d  w i t h  t h e  men i n  
t h e i r  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  p r o p e r t y  and even l i f e  . . .  
I f i n d  your  women s i n g i n g  ' D r i v e  t h e  s c a b s  away. 131 

Wives o f  impr i soned  m i n e r s  f i g h t i n g  r e s t r i c t i v e  v i s i t i n g  

30. I b i d ,  June  2 2 ,  1912,  p .  1. 

31. B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  Oc tobe r  24, 1913,  p .  7 .  



r i g h t s  s t a t e d :  ' I f  by t h u s  b e a t i n g  u s  t h e y  t h i n k  t o  make u s  

g i v e  i n ,  t h e y  a r e  g r e a t l y  m i s t a k e n ,  f o r  most o f  u s  a r e  as 

d e t e r m i n e d  a s  o u r  husbands ,  and w i l l  do a l l  i n  o u r  power t o  

h e l p  o u r  men w i t h  t h i s  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e .  1 3 2  The s i x t y  women 

i n v o l v e d  u l t i m a t e l y  p r e s e n t e d  themse lves  a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

t o  demand p r i s o n  r e f o r m s .  33 

I f  a  woman m a r r i e d  a  member of  t h e  employer  c l a s s ,  

s h e  en joyed  f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y  andbecame  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  

round o f  upper  c l a s s  s o c i a l  l i f e .  Although i n  d o i n g  s o  s h e  

e scaped  o p p r e s s i v e  working  c o n d i t i o n s ,  s h e  n e v e r t h e l e s s  

remained  e s s e n t i a l l y  i n  bond t o  h e r  husband t h r o u g h  a r c h a i c  

l e g a l  s t a t u t e s .  Hence, i n  r e a l i t y  a  woman's p o s i t i o n  depended 

e n t i r e l y  upon t h e  whim o f  h e r  husband.  I f ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  h e  

d e s e r t e d  h e r ,  and s h e  was l e f t  p e n n i l e s s ,  s h e  had  no r e c o u r s e  

i n  law.  

T h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  was s h a r e d  by  working 

and midd le  c l a s s  women, b u t  t h i s  a l o n e  c o u l d  i n  no way b r i d g e  

t h e  economic and s o c i a l  gap e x i s t i n g  between t h e  c l a s s e s .  

The p r o f u n d i t y  o f  c l a s s  d i v i s i o n s  were d e e p l y  r o o t e d  i n  t h e  

dominant i d e o l o g y .  T h i s  i s  e x e m p l i f i e d  by Marion (Dudley) 

3 2 .  I b i d .  September 19 ,  1913,  p .  8 .  

33. Dorothy S t e e v e s  , The Compassionate  Rebe l ,  (Vancouver:  Ever-  
g r e e n  P r e s s ,  1960). 



Cran i n  h e r  book A_ Woman in Canada. 34 I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  w i d e l y  

c i r c u l a t e d  a r t i c l e  i n  Europe,  ' A  T r a n s p l a n t e d  Englishwoman' ,  - 
s h e  a r g u e s :  

The w r i t e r  a d v i s e s  any working c l a s s  woman t o  go 
t o  t h e  c o l o n i e s  - and n o t  t h e  midd le  c l a s s  woman. 
I  s t r o n g l y  oppose such  a d v i s e .  The working  c l a s s  
woman does  n o t  b r i n g  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  t o  b e a r  on 
d o m e s t i c  emergenc ies  which a  c u l t u r e d  woman c a n ,  
o u t  o f  h e r  i g n o r a n c e  how can  s h e  r e d u c e  d i s o r d e r  t o  
c o m e l i n e s s ,  and make t h e  home a  b e a u t i f u l  t h i n g .  I t  
can  be done.  I have s e e n  i t .  Then t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a -  
t i o n  d e s e r v e s  some a t t e n t i o n .  I f  i g n o r a n t  women o f  
o u r  lower  o r d e r s  go o u t  and marry  a s  t h e y  w i l l  . . .  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  go down, n o t  up ,  i n  t h e  s c a l e  
o f  p r o g r e s s ;  a  woman o f  r e f i n e m e n t  and c u l t u r e ,  o f  
e n d u r a n c e ,  o f  h e a l t h y  r e a s o n i n g  c o u r a g e ,  i s  i n f i n -  
i t e l y  b e t t e r  equ ipped  f o r  t h e  work o f  homemaking 
and r ace -mak ing  t h a n  t h e  i g n o r a n t ,  o f t e n  l a z y ,  o f t e n  
s l o v e n l y  lower  c l a s s  woman. 35 

I t  i s  c l e a r  from t h e  above d e s c r i p t i o n  t h a t  working 

c l a s s  women f a c e d  a  p a r t i c u l a r  o p p r e s s i o n  which a r o s e  n o t  

o n l y  from t h e  s e x i s t  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  more i m p o r t a n t -  

l y ,  from i t s  c l a s s  n a t u r e .  The i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  c l a s s  

s t r u c t u r e  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  among working women was 

p ro found .  I t  meant f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  t h a t  women t h e m s e l v e s  were 

d i v i d e d  and t h u s  any u n i f i e d  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  

were  p r e c l u d e d .  

34.  Mrs. Marion (Dudley) Cran ,  A Woman i n  Canada, (Toronto :  
The Musson Book Company, n . a . ' m  TU9. Lran  was c o n t r a c -  
t e d  by t h e  Canadian P a c i f i c  Rai lway t o  w r i t e  t h i s  book f o r  
women. Al though q u i t e  o b v i o u s l y  p a r t  o f  t h e  CPR emigra -  
t i o n  program, Cran i n s i s t s  t h a t  a n y t h i n g  s h e  w r o t e  would 
have  been  p u b l i s h e d .  

3 5 .  I b i d : ,  p .  109 .  Al though Cran a p p l i e s  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
s e c t l o n  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  p r a i r i e  women, t h e  i d e o l o g y  c u t s  
a c r o s s  g e o g r a p h i c  r e g i o n s .  



For working women t h i s  meant t h a t  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  e a r l y  

p e r i o d s  o c c u r r e d  a s  d i r e c t  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e i r  immediate  work 

c o n d i t i o n s .  I n  e s s e n c e ,  women wage e a r n e r s  r e sponded  t o  t h e i r  

o p p r e s s i o n  a s  w o r k e r s .  While i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e y  f r e q u e n t l y  

e x p l a i n e d  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  i n  t e rms  o f  t h e i r  r o l e  a s  m o t h e r ,  t h i s  

was a lways  viewed w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e i r  work s i t u a t i o n .  

For example,  i f  a  woman s t a t e d  s h e  was on s t r i k e  b e c a u s e  s h e  

needed more money t o  f e e d  h e r  c h i l d r e n ,  s h e  was n o t  c h a l l e n g i n g  

h e r  c u l t u r a l l y - i m p o s e d  r o l e  o f  c h i l d - r e a r e r ,  b u t  o n l y  a t t a c k i n g  

s o c i a l  o b s t a c l e s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  t h i s  r o l e .  

I f  women had  begun t o  a n a l y z e  t h e  l i n k s  between 

t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  l a b o u r  f o r c e  and t h e i r  s u b o r d i n a t e  p o s i -  

t i o n  i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  s o c i e t y ,  t h e i r  a g i t a t i o n  would have  assumed 

a  much more r a d i c a l  form. For exampleJ hadwomen q u e s t i o n e d  why 

t h e y  remained  i n  s o - c a l l e d  'women's jobs 'when t h o s e  j o b s  were 

a l s o  h e l d  by o p p r e s s e d  groups  o f  men - ( e . g .  O r i e n t a l s ) ,  and 

had  t h e y  c h a l l e n g e d  why t h e y  were i n v a r i a b l y  t h e  p o o r e s t  p a i d  

w o r k e r s ,  t h e n  n o t  o n l y  t h e  c l a s s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y ,  b u t  

a l s o  i t s  s e x i s t  n a t u r e ,  would have been  r e v e a l e d .  



CHAPTER FOUR 

FRANCHISE AGITATION 

The h i s t o r y  o f  a g i t a t i o n  f o r  f r a n c h i s e  law re fo rm 

i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia p r e - d a t e s  t h e  p e r i o d  when women f i r s t  

t ook  up t h e  s u f f r a g e  c a u s e .  With t h e  p r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  t h e  Act 

o f  Union on November 1 8 ,  1866 v o t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  were  f i n a l l y  

s t a n d a r d i z e d  on Vancouver I s l a n d  and on t h e  main land . '  Gover- 

n o r  Seymour, t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  f i r s t  g o v e r n o r ,  hoped t h a t  t h e  

new r e g u l a t i o n s  would p r e v e n t  t h e  o c c u r r e n c e  of  t h e  s o r t  o f  

u n r e s t  t h a t  had p r e v i o u s l y  deve loped  o v e r  t h i s  i s s u e .  However, 

unde r  t h e  new r e g u l a t i o n s  o n l y  n i n e  o f  t w e n t y - t h r e e  Assembly 

p o s i t i o n s  were t o  b e  f i l l e d  by p o p u l a r  e l e c t i o n  ( t h e  remainder  

were a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  Governor ) ;  moreover ,  s e v e r e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  

were p l a c e d  on t h e  f r a n c h i s e .  So i n  f a c t ,  t h i s  new measure  

touched  o f f  f u r t h e r  d i s c o n t e n t  and encouraged t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  

a  p r o - c o n f e d e r a t i o n  movement i n  t h e  b e l i e f  t h a t  r e s p o n s i b l e  

government and l i b e r a l  f r a n c h i s e  laws  would accompany t h e  

u n i o n .  But t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  e n t i r e  p e r i o d  o f  a g i t a t i o n  n o t  

1. P r i o r  t o  1866,  v o t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  were c o n t r o l l e d  l o c a l l y .  
Thus, w h i l e  some a r e a s  p o s s e s s e d  e x t r e m e l y  r e s t r i c t i v e  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  o t h e r s  endorsed  u n i v e r s a l  s u f f r a g e .  A l -  
though i n s t a n c e s  a r e  c i t e d  where Ch inese  men e x e r c i s e d  
t h e  f r a n c h i s e ,  I  have been  u n a b l e  t o  f i n d  r e f e r e n c e  t o  
women's p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s  d u r i n g  t h i s  
e a r l y  p e r i o d .  

2. John G a r n e r ,  The F r a n c h i s e  and - P o l i t i c s  i n  B r i t i s h  Nor th  
America,  (Toronto :  U n i v e r s i t y  O F  , l o r o n r o T r e s s ,  1v69),=. 120.  



one ment ion  o f  women was made i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n s  o f  l i b e r a l i z -  

i n g  f r a n c h i s e  l aws .  Consequen t ly ,  i t  was l e f t  up t o  women 

themse lves  t o  advance t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  demands a t  a  l a t e r  

s t a g e .  

The l e a d  i n  s u f f r a g e  a g i t a t i o n  had been  t a k e n  i n  

O n t a r i o .  I n  1881 a  d e p u t a t i o n  s p o n s o r e d  by t h e  Toron to  

Women's L i t e r a r y  Club w a i t e d  on t h e  O n t a r i o  P r o v i n c i a l  Govern- 

ment w i t h  a  v iew t o  d i s c u s s i n g  women's s u f f r a g e  - t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e  i n  Canadian h i s t o r y  t h a t  any government w a s  c o n f r o n t e d  

w i t h  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  J u s t  two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  t h i s  c l u b  h e l d  

t h e  f i r s t  p u b l i c  v o t e s  f o r  women m e e t i n g  i n  Canada, and 

l a t e r  t r a n s f o r m e d  i t s e l f  i n t o  t h e  Toron to  Women's S u f f r a g e  O r -  

g a n i z a t i o n . 3  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a t t e m p t s  were made f o r  t h e  f i r s t  

t i m e  t o  form s u f f r a g e  s o c i e t i e s  i n  Nova S c o t i a ,  i n  New Bruns-  

wick and i n  P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d .  

I n  Quebec, s u f f r a g e  had a  somewhat d i f f e r e n t  h i s t o r y .  

There  women had a c t u a l l y  v o t e d  i n  e l e c t i o n s  a s  e a r l y  a s  1807 - 

t h e  t i m e  a t  which Madame Pap ineau  u t t e r e d  t h o s e  famous words 

" ( I  v o t e )  f o r  my s o n  M .  J o s e p h  P a p i n e a u ,  f o r  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  

he  i s  a  good and f a i t h f u l  s u b j e c t  . l f4 However, i n  1820 t h e  

House r u l e d  t h e  v o t e s  o f  twenty- two m a r r i e d  women, who had 

3 .  C a t h e r i n e  Ly le  C leve rdon ,  The Woman S u f f r a g e  Movement i n  - 
Canada, (Toron to :  U n i v e r s i t y o ~ o n t o  p r e s s ,  l Y b U ) ,  p .  2 1 .  

4 .  C leve rdon ,  op.  c i t . ,  p .  215. O r a l  v o t i n g  was t h e  p r a c -  
t i c e  a t  t h e  t i m e .  



v o t e d  i n  T r o i s  R i v i e r e s ,  i l l e g a l .  T h i s  r u l i n g  when c h a l l e n g e d  

e i g h t  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  was over  t u r n e d  by t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l o n i a l  

o f f i c e ,  and no f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t s  t o  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e  women were 

i n i t i a t e d  u n t i l  1834. T h i s  t ime J . L .  Pap ineau ,  ' t h e  g r e a t  

R e f o r m e r ' ,  i n s i s t e d  upon t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  t o  

men, b u t  once a g a i n  i t  was d i s a l l o w e d  by t h e  C o l o n i a l  O f f i c e .  

At tempts  i n  o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s  proved more s u c c e s s f u l :  New 

Brunswick e x p l i c i t l y  p r o h i b i t e d  women from v o t i n g  i n  1834,  

P r i n c e  Edward I s l a n d  f o l l o w e d  s u i t  two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  and 

Nova S c o t i a  j o i n e d  them i n  1851.  5 

I n  1840,  a f t e r  t h e  Act o f  Union,  t h e  Reformers p r e -  

s e n t e d  a  b i l l  t o  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e  women - t h i s  t ime  s u c c e s s f u l l y .  

T h e i r  a c t i o n  h a s  been a s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  d e f e a t ,  by f o u r  v o t e s ,  

of  t h e  Reform c a n d i d a t e  i n  Ha l ton  County, O n t a r i o .  When i t  

was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  seven  women had v o t e d  f o r  t h e  Tory oppo- 

n e n t ,  t h e  r e s p o n s e  from t h e  Reformers fo l lowed  a  c r u d e  l o g i c  - 

i f  Women had n o t  v o t e d ,  t h e  Tory would n o t  have won! 

I t  had n o t  been  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n t r o d u c e  an a c t  w i t h  

t h e  s p e c i f i c  purpose  o f  b a r r i n g  women from t h e  v o t e  i n  

B r i t i s h  ~ o l u m b i a ; ~  t h i s  had been e f f e c t e d  by t h e  s t a t u t o r y  

6 .  C l a u s e s  e x i s t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  e x c l u d i n g  I n d i a n s  and Chinese  
however. See f o r  example,  S t a t u t e s  of B . C . ,  1881,  Chapter  
1 6 ,  S e c t i o n  24: "No Chinese  o r  I n d i a n s  s h a l l  be  e n t i t l e d  
t o  v o t e  a t  any m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  e l e c t i o n  o f  a  
Mayor, Reeve o r  C o u n c i l l o r .  " 



d e f i n i t i o n s  of  an e l e c t o r .  While t h e r e  had been s e v e r a l  amend- 

ments t o  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  "male" s u b j e c t s  

was main ta ined  th roughout .  I n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, a s  i n  most 

o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s ,  t h e  W . C . T . U .  was t h e  f i r s t  t o  respond t o  t h i s  

i n e q u i t y .  

IDEOLOGY OF THE WOMEN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE U N I O N  

Comprehension o f  t h e  e a r l y  p e r i o d  of  s u f f r a g e  a c t i v i -  

t y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia n e c e s s i t a t e s  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  between t h e  

form of t h i s  a c t i v i t y  and i t s  c o n t e n t .  I n  o t h e r  words, a l -  

though t h e  demand t h a t  women be a l lowed t o  v o t e  was n o t  i n  

l i n e  w i t h  mores of t h e  s o c i e t y ,  (and i n  f a c t ,  cha l l enged  t h e  

p o l i t i c a l  s t a t u s  quo) t h a t  demand remained roo t ed  i n  an ex-  

t r emely  c o n s e r v a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  r o l e  of  women i n  s o c i e t y .  

The W . C . T . U .  never  posed t h e  v o t e  a s  a  means o f  

q u a l i t a t i v e l y  a l t e r i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  of  women. Aware o f  l abou r  

u n r e s t ,  c o r r u p t i o n  and g r a f t  i n  t h e  government, and ( p a r t i -  

c u l a r l y )  t h e  u n r e s t r i c t e d  f low of  l i q u o r ,  t h e  W . C . T . U .  

b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  cou ld  on ly  be changed by women. 

Th i s  b e l i e f  was founded on t h e  a s c r i p t i o n  of  c e r t a i n  i n h e r e n t  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t o  women - q u a l i t i e s  d e r i v e d  from t h e  W . C . T . U . ' s  

concept  of  C h r i s t i a n  m o r a l i t y .  For t h e  W . C . T . U . ,  women were 

t h e  embodiment o f  an i d e a l  - t h e  de f ende r s  of  m o r a l i t y  and 

t h e  moral  guard ians  o f  s u c c e s s i v e  g e n e r a t i o n s .  S o c i e t a l  e v i l s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  l i q u o r ,  t hwar t ed  t h e s e  e f f o r t s  and even misguided 

some women: 



Our l i t t l e  ones  come t o  u s  and by t h e i r  v e r y  
h e l p l e s s n e s s  a p p e a l  t o  a l l  t h a t  i s  p u r e  and 
h o l y ,  a l l  t h a t  i s  t e n d e r  and l o v i n g  i n  our  
n a t u r e s  . . .  y e t  a s  t h e y  p a s s  o u t  o f  t h e  g a t e s  of  
t h e i r  homes, we t r e m b l e  f o r  them, su r rounded  a s  
t h e y  a r e  by houses  o f  v i c e  and dens  o f  i n i q u i t y ,  
which i n f e s t  o u r  c i t i e s  and towns,  many of  them b e i n g  
s u s t a i n e d  by a  law which l i c e n c e s  them and makes 
t h e i r  murderous b u s i n e s s  l e g i t i m a t e  and r e s p e c t a b l e .  7 

The v o t e ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  was t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  e l e c t i o n  

o f  m o r a l l y  c o n s c i o u s  p o l i t i c i a n s  t h u s  a l l o w i n g  women t o  w i t h -  

draw from t h e  a r e n a  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e  and b e t t e r  c a r r y  o u t  

t h e i r  d u t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  frame-work o f  t h e  f a m i l y .  

S u f f r a g e  re fo rm was n e v e r  posed  i n  t e rms  o f  funda-  

men ta l  human r i g h t s .  R a t h e r  i t  was an u n f o r t u n a t e  d u t y  which 

women were e i t h e r  f o r c e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  o r  e l s e  remain  c o m p l i c i t  

i n  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y :  

I t  i s  a  d u t y  we owe our  homes, o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  
o u r  c o u n t r y ,  t o  u s e  e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  g a i n  t h e  
power which w i l l  e n a b l e  u s  t o  u n i t e  o u r  v o t e s  t o  
t h o s e  o f  o u r  wor thy  f a t h e r s ,  husbands  and b r o -  
t h e r s  t o  p l a c e  i n  p o s i t i o n s  o f  t r u s t  and i n  
t h e  h a l l s  of  l e g i s l a t i o n  men who a r e  n o t  i n t e l -  
l e c t u a l l y ,  b u t  m o r a l l y ,  c a p a b l e  t o  f i l l  t h e  o f f i c e .  8 

S e v e r a l  p o i n t s  become c l e a r .  On t h e  one hand,  t h e  

r o l e  of women p r o j e c t e d  by t h e  W . C . T . U .  was s o  t h o r o u g h l y  o f  

7 .  Mrs. Gordon G r a n t ,  ' P a p e r  on F r a n c h i s e ' ,  W . C . T . U .  Minutes  
o f  Annual R e p o r t ,  1888,  p .  33. - 

8 .  I b i d ,  p .  3 4 .  



midd le  c l a s s  o r i g i n  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  women worke r s  c o u l d  

s imply  n o t  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  i t .9  Forced  t o  l a b o u r  t e n  h o u r s  a  day 

under  i n t o l e r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  and t o  send  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t o  

work u n d e r  s i m i l a r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  women worke r s  found t h e  

W . C . T . U . ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  women a s  t h e  ' f o u n t a i n h e a d s  o f  g r a c e ,  

i nnocence ,  and p u r i t y '  q u i t e  a l i e n :  i t  was n o t  an i d e n t i t y  

t h e y  c o u l d  a s c r i b e  t o  t h e m s e l v e s .  

The o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  W.C.T.U. l e d  i t  t o  denounce 

any spon taneous  movement o f  m i l i t a n c y  among women ( such  a s  

t r a d e  u n i o n s  a c t i v i t y )  a s  f u t i l e  - women's s u f f r a g e  and p r o -  

h i b i t i o n  was t h e  u n i v e r s a l  panacea ,  and t h e  only wor thwhi l e  

c a u s e .  For example,  a  W.C.T.U. woman whose husband i n s i s t e d  

upon spend ing  h i s  pay check  on a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e s  would b e  

t o l d  t h a t  s h e  must e l i m i n a t e  h i s  c h o i c e  t h r o u g h  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  

o f  l i q u o r .  10 

The midd le  c l a s s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  W . C . T . U .  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  
t h e  compos i t ion  of  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  b u t  a l s o  
i n  t h e  membership. The s o c i a l  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  W . C . T . U .  was 
c l e a r l y  n o t  working  c l a s s  - t h e i r  husbands  i n v a r i a b l y  
came from t h e  r a n k s  o f  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  s m a l l  bus inessmen 
o r  government o f f i c i a l s .  

B r i t i s h  Columbia worke r s  became i n v o l v e d  w i t h  temperance  
i n  an o r g a n i z e d  manner i n  1916,  and p o s s i b l y  e a r l i e r .  I n  
C h a r l e s  S t e z l e ' s  ' A  Temperance S o c i e t y  Composed o f  Labour 
Leader s  ' , (Vancouver : n .  pub.  , 1916)t iss- a p p a r e n t t h a t  
u n l i k e  t h e  W.C.T.U., t h e  l a b o u r  movement d i d  n o t  s e e  l i q u o r  
a s  t h e  s o u r c e  of s o c i a l  problems:  r a t h e r  it was concerned  
w i t h  d r i n k  a s  an  o b s t a c l e  t o  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and e f f e c t i v e  
a c t i v i t y  o f  t h e  working  c l a s s .  " I t  was n o t  h e l d  t h a t  working 
p e o p l e  were more i n t e m p e r a t e  t h a n  any o t h e r  c l a s s  i n  t h e  
community, b u t  t h a t  o f  a l l  p e o p l e ,  t h e  working  c l a s s  can  
l e a s t  a f f o r d  t o  b e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  d r i n k  t r a f f i c  ... 
c l e a r  t h i n k i n g  and p e r f e c t  c o n t r o l  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  a t  t h i s  
t i m e .  " 



T h i s  p r o c e s s  p r e v e n t e d  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  b r o a d e r  q u e s t i o n s  a s  t o  

t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  s o c i e t y  which produced a  woman's dependency 

upon h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  pay  check  and which produced t h e  h u s b a n d ' s  

dependency upon a l c o h o l .  I n  a  n u t  s h e l l ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  W . C . T . U .  

a d d r e s s e d  i t s e l f  t o  r e a l  p rob lems ,  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  framework 

w i t h i n  which i t s  s o l u t i o n s  were s e t  d e p r i v e d  them o f  any  genu- 

i n e  e f f i c a c y .  

The c l o s e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between s u f f r a g e  and 

p r o h i b i t i o n  was n e v e r  q u e s t i o n e d  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  p r i m a r i -  

l y  because  no s u f f r a g e  f o r c e  independen t  from t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

movement e x i s t e d .  On t h e  American wes t  c o a s t ,  however ,  

(where a  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t e d  a t  one t ime)  many s u f f r a -  

g e t t e s  came t o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  two i s s u e s  

impeded t h e  growth o f  t h e  s u f f r a g e  c a u s e .  For  example,  i n  an  

1896 l e t t e r  t o  A b i g a i l  S c o t t  Dunway ( a  m i l i t a n t  from Oregon) ,  

Susan B .  Anthony c o n f i d e d :  "My p e r s o n a l  b e l i e f  a s  t o  p r o h i b i -  

t i o n  p r o  o r  con i s  nobody ' s  b u s i n e s s  b u t  my own, b u t  I have 

done a l l  I  c o u l d  t o  keep  t h e  two q u e s t i o n s  s e p a r a t e  i n  t h e  

C a l i f o r n i a  Women's S u f f r a g e  campaign. The two movements 

c a n n o t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  u n i t e  t o  win f o r  e i t h e r  c a u s e .  I ,  11 

Anthony ' s  h e s i t a n c y  i n  r e v e a l i n g  h e r  r e s e r v a t i o n s  undoub ted ly  

f lowed  from t h e  impor tance  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  

s u f f r a g e  movement - w i t h o u t  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  a b i l i t i e s ,  

t h e  movement c e r t a i n l y  would have deve loped  more s l o w l y .  

11. A . J .  Dunway, P a t h  Break ing ,  ( P o r t l a n d :  James ,  1 9 1 4 ) ,  p .  199 
See  Cons tance  Rover ,  Women's S u f f r a g e  and P a r t y  P o l i t i c s  
B r i t i a n ,  (London: Rou t l edge ,  Kegal P a u l  L t d . ,  1967) p p .  1 - 4  
f o r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  of  such  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  B r i t a i n .  



The W . C . T . U .  was n e v e r  a  b r o a d l y  b a s e d  movement i n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia a l t h o u g h  s m a l l  l o c a l s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o v i n c e  q u i t e  e a r l y  on .  T h e i r  s u p e r b  o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n a l  s k i l l s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e i r  u s e  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  a l lowed  

t h e  group t o  w i e l d  much more i n f l u e n c e  t h a n  t h e i r  numbers 

w a r r a n t e d .  I n  1883,  t h e  W.C.T.U. was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Vic-  

t o r i a ; ' '  by t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  l o c a l s  had  appea red  i n  

such  p l a c e s  a s  A s h c r o f t ,  A g g a s i z ,  Comox, C h i l l i w a c k ,  Grand 

F o r k s ,  Greenwood, Kamloops, Nanaimo, R o s s l a n d ,  R e v e l s t o k e ,  

Vancouver ,  e t c .  1 3  

The t a c t i c s  employed by t h e  W.C.T.U. t o  a c h i e v e  

s u f f r a g e  were l i m i t e d  t o  p r e s s u r e  group t e c h n i q u e s  such  a s  

p e t i t i o n s  and d e l e g a t i o n s  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly. The 

employment o f  such  t a c t i c s  had a  d u a l  t h r u s t :  on t h e  one 

hand ,  t h e  women s o u g h t  t o  win - t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e s ,  and on t h e  

o t h e r  hand,  even when t h e i r  e f f o r t s  were u n s u c c e s s f u l  t h e y  

had an  e d u c a t i o n a l  v a l u e  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  and t h e  Members o f  

t h e  House. 

The f i r s t  p e t i t i o n  was p r e s e n t e d  i n  1885,  f o l l o w e d  by 

f u r t h e r  p e t i t i o n s  i n  1894,  1895,  1898 and 1899.  . l4 When i t  

was obv ious  t h a t  a  p a r t i c u l a r  government would n o t  e n a c t  

l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t h e  W.C.T.U. w a i t e d  upon M L A ' s  t o  a t t e m p t  t o  

p e r s u a d e  them t o  p r e s e n t  p r i v a t e  members' b i l l s .  T h i s  l a t t e r  

13 .  W . C . T . U .  Minutes  - o f  Annual Report, 1901,  p .  120 .  

14 .  From t h e  J o u r n a l s  o f  t h e  B . C .  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly of  
t h e  above r e s p e c t i v e  y e a r s .  



method,  n o t o r i o u s l y  u n s u c c e s s f u l  w i t h i n  t h e  p a r l i a m e n t a r y  

sys tem i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  p roved  t o  be  d i s h e a r t e n i n g .  

Without  t h e  government ' s  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  p r i v a t e  

b i l l s  met r i d i c u l e  and mockery and were  s o u n d l y  d e f e a t e d  on 

p a r t y  v o t e s .  Al though t h e  p r i m a r y  f o c u s  o f  t h e i r  a s p i r a t i o n s  

remained t h e  achievement  o f  s u f f r a g e  on t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l ,  

d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  p e r i o d  o f  a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  W . C . T . U .  was f o r c e d  

t o  engage i n  a c t i o n s  t o  de fend  t h e  r i g h t  o f  women t o  v o t e  i n  

t h o s e  a r e a s  where women had made t h e s e  g a i n s .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  

group &as  s p o r a d i c a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  f e d e r a l  campaigns which 

e n t a i l e d  g a t h e r i n g  names f o r  f e d e r a l  W . C . T . U .  p e t i t i o n s .  

ELECTORAL GAINS 

The f i r s t  e l e c t o r a l  r i g h t s  were g r a n t e d  t o  ( p r o p e r t i e d )  

women i n  1873 t h r o u g h  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  f r a n c h i s e .  

The Act  now s t a t e d :  " a n y  male o r  femme s o l e  of  t h e  f u l l  age  

of  twen ty -one  y e a r s ,  b e i n g  a  f r e e  h o l d e r ,  h o u s e - h o l d e r ,  f r e e  

m i n e r ,  p r e - e m p t e r ,  o r  l e a s e  h o l d e r  . .  r e s i d e n t  i n  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

s h a l l  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  v o t e  a t  t h e  f i r s t  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n ;  no  

such  femme s o l e  s h a l l  b e  q u a l i f i e d  t o  s i t  o r  v o t e  a s  a  Counc i l -  

l o r  '! The enac tment  o f  t h i s  amendment d i d  n o t  s t em from a  

new governmenta l  benevo lence .  Only a  n e g l i g i b l e  number o f  

women a c t u a l l y  owned p r o p e r t y  s o  t h a t  t h e  newly e n f r a n c h i s e d  

women d i d  n o t  p o s e  a  s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  a s  a  p o t e n t  p o l i t i c a l  f o r c e .  

1 5 .  S t a t u t e s  o f  B . C . ,  1873 ,  Chap te r  2 ,  S e c t i o n  5 ,  which amend- -- 
ed  Chap te r  1 3 ,  S e c t i o n  35 of t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  s t a t u t e  i n  
1872.  
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I n  f a c t ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  a f t e r  t h i s  amendment (1875) ,  

o n l y  t h r e e  women went t o  t h e  p o l l  t o  c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t .  16 

The n e x t  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  o c c u r r e d  i n  1884 

when women became e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e  i n  s c h o o l  boa rd  e l e c t i o n s .  

Although t h i s  amendment was n o t  s o l i c i t e d ,  i t s  p a s s a g e  i s  

h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g  a s  women have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  b e  i n e x t r i c a b l y  

l i n k e d  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  c h i l d r e n .  Once a g a i n ,  t h i s  r e v i s i o n  

a f f e c t e d  on ly  p r o p e r t i e d  women: "Any househo lde r  o r  f r e e h o l d e r  

r e s i d e n t  i n  any s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  . . .  ( s h a l l  b e  e n t i t l e d  t o  

v o t e )  . I 1  l7  The impact  o f  t h e  W . C . T . U . ' s  a g i t a t i o n  was e v i -  

d e n t  i n  t h e  e n s u i n g  s c h o o l  boa rd  e l e c t i o n .  The Honorable J .  

Robson, P r o v i n c i a l  S e c r e t a r y ,  s t a t e d  i n  h i s  e l e c t i o n  r e p o r t  

t h a t  seven  hundred s i x t y - t h r e e  men and two hundred s i x t y - n i n e  

women had v o t e d  on June  1 6 ,  1884.  I n  1885,  t h e  c l a u s e  and 

t h e  w i f e  of  any such househo lde r  o r  f r e e h o l d e r 1  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  

number o f  e n f r a n c h i s e d  women b u t  p l a i n l y  k e p t  t h e  v o t e  w i t h i n  

t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  midd le  c l a s s .  

The W . C . T . U .  welcomed t h e s e  changes ,  and went f u r t h e r  

t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  women s h o u l d  be a b l e  t o  become t r u s t e e s :  

16 .  Cleverdon,  op.  c i t . ,  p .  87.  

1 7 .  S t a t u t e s  o f  B.C.,1884 Chapter  27,  S e c t i o n  1 0 ,  which amended 
S e c t i o n  2 3 o f  i g i n a l  Act .  

18 .  S e s s i o n a l  P a p e r s  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e  - of B r i t i s h  Columbia, 1885,  
V i c t o r i a  p. - - 



To t h e  p r a i s e  of  B r i t i s h  Columbia, l e t  me s a y ,  
we e n j o y  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  f r a n c h i s e  h e r e  - we e n j o y  
t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  v o t i n g  f o r  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  - 
b u t  why s t o p  t h e r e ?  Have we n o t  c a s t  ou r  v o t e s  i n  
t h e s e  two i n s t a n c e s  i n  a  womanly, i n t e l l i g e n t  
manner; h a s  i t  r e s u l t e d  i n  b i c k e r i n g  and q u a r e l l i n g  
i n  t h e  home; h a s  i t  caused  a  d i s t u r b a n c e  a t  t h e  p o l l s  
i f  n o t  t h e n ,  where in  i s  t h e  o b j e c t i o n  t o  e x t e n d i n g  
t h i s  p r i v i l e g e .  Woman's work i s  t o  c l e a n s e ,  b e a u t i f y  
and r e s t o r e  t h e  broken harmony o f  t h e  home, and h a s  
o r  w i l l  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h i s  work, w i l l  
i t  n o t  r a t h e r  make h e r  work more e f f e c t u a l  . I 9  

Although t h i s  r i g h t  was u l t i m a t e l y  g r a n t e d  t o  women 

i n  c i t i e s  i n  1895,  s e v e r a l  c o m p l i c a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  School  

Board Act a r o s e  i n  t h e  i n t e r v a l .  For example,  i n  t h e  1892 

Amendments t o  t h e  P u b l i c  Schoo l s  A c t ,  ' v o t e r s '  were comple te ly  

r e - d e f i n e d .  I n s t e a d  o f  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  i n c l u d i n g  women house- 

h o l d e r s ,  f r e e h o l d e r s  and t h e  wives  o f  t h e  same, a  c l a u s e  now 

s t a t e d :  

The Board of T r u s t e e s  f o r  each  C i t y  School  D i s t r i c t  
s h a l l  be  e l e c t e d  i n  t h i s  manner h e r e i n a f t e r  p r o v i d e d  
by t h e  v o t e s  o f  e l e c t o r s  d u l y  q u a l i f i e d  t o  v o t e  f o r  
a  Mayor, a s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  i n  S e c t i o n  33 of  t h e  
M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  A c t ,  1 8 9 l Z 0  

However, t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  Act had n e v e r  been  ex-  

t ended  t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  wives  of  l a n d h o l d e r s  o r  f r e e  h o l d e r s  

a p p e a r i n g  on t h e  a s sessment  r o l l s !  Consequen t ly ,  women who 

had been e n t i t l e d  t o  v o t e  f o r  t h e  p a s t  seven  y e a r s  on t h e  

b a s i s  of  t h e i r  husband ' s  s t a t u s ,  now became d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d .  

1 9 .  W . C . T . U .  Minutes  o f  Annual Repor t ,  1888,  pp .  33-34.  

20. S t a t u t e s  o f  B . C . ,  1895,  Chapter  48 ,  S e c t i o n  4 ,  which 
amended Sect-9 o f  Act o f  1892.  



I t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  W . C . T . U .  d i d  n o t  r e c o g n i s e  t h i s  f a c t  f o r  

s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  But once  t h e y  had t a k e n  cogn izance  of i t ,  a 

p e t i t i o n  was p r e s e n t e d  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly. The women 

f e l t :  

That  t h e  s a i d  amendment was a  r e t r o g r a d e  mDvement 
and t h a t  i t  would b e  conduc ive  t o  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  
o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n  and s c h o o l s  o f  t h i  p r o v i n c e  o f  
t h e  r e p e a l e d  law were r e - e n a c t e d .  2 5  

The government ,  however,  chose  t o  l e a v e  t h i s  amend- 

ment i n t a c t  f o r  s e v e r a l  more y e a r s .  Throughout  t h e  s t a t u t e s  

t h e r e  i s  no men t ion  o f  r e p e a l .  With t h e  d r a f t i n g  o f  t h e  

C o n s o l i d a t e d  S t a t u t e s  o f  1897,  however,  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  

v o t e r  once a g a i n  r e v e r t s  back t o  t h e  1891 f o r m u l a t i o n .  The 

s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h i s  d e l a y  i n  r e d e f i n i t i o n  was compounded by 

t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of  t h e  1895 Amendment t o  t h e  P u b l i c  School  

A c t .  T h i s  p e r m i t t e d  women t o  s t a n d  f o r  e l e c t i o n  a s  t r u s t e e s  

i f  t h e y  were h o u s e h o l d e r s ,  o r  f r e e h o l d e r s  of  twenty-one  y e a r s  

o f  age  a n d l ' w e r e  o t h e r w i s e  q u a l i f i e d  by ( t h e )  Act  t o  v o t e  a t  

an e l e c t i o n  o f  School  Trus tees ."  2 2  I n  o t h e r  words ,  women 

were a b l e  t o  s t a n d  f o r  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  i f  t h e y  f u l f i l l e d  t h e  

2 1 .  B . C .  J o u r n a l s ,  1894 ,  p .  x x i i i .  

2 2 .  I b i d . ,  1895,  p .  85,  showed t h a t  a f t e r  a  d i s c u s s i o n  on 
t h e s e c o n d  r e a d i n g ,  t h e  amendment p a s s e d  1 8 - 5 .  



s t i p u l a t i o n s  f o r  v o t i n g  - b u t  t h e  1892 amendment t h u s  had t h e  

e f f e c t  of  d r a s t i c a l l y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  number o f  women a s  q u a l i -  - 
f i e d .  A s  no e l e c t o r a l  r e c o r d s  e x i s t ,  t h e  p r e c i s e  impact  of 

t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  p a g e .  I t  seems p r o b a b l e  

t h a t  t h e  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  of  women v o t e r s  q u a l i f y i n g  on 

t h e i r  h u s b a n d ' s  p r o p e r t y  was an e r r o r  which t h e  government 

e n a c t e d  q u i t e  i n a d v e r t a n t l y .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i n  t h e  1893 e l e c t i o n ,  

i t  i s  q u i t e  l i k e l y  t h a t  women e x e r c i s e d  t h e i r  v o t i n g  r i g h t s .  

By 1884,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  ' e r r o r '  were r e a l i z e d  and 

e l e c t o r a l  o f f i c i a l s  banned women, p rompt ing  t h e  W.C.T.U. 

t o  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  p e t i t i o n .  Al though t h e  Government d i d  n o t  

f o r m a l l y  p r e s e n t  a  s t a t u t o r y  amendment, i t  seems t o  have 

t a k e n  i n f o r m a l  s t e p s  t o  c o r r e c t  i t s  e r r o r  i n  1894,  a s  i t  would 

appea r  t h a t  p r e v i o u s l y  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  women v o t e d  a g a i n  i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ' s  e l e c t i o n .  2 3  One woman a l s o  s t o o d  f o r  

(and won) t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e .  

The s u c c e s s  of women a s  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  h a s  
proved h i g h l y  s a t i s f a c t o r y ,  s o  much i n d e e d  
t h a t  a  member of o u r  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  i n  s u p p o r t -  
i n g  o u r  p e t i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  a  s e a t  
on s c h o o l  b o a r d s  be  accorded  women i n  r u r a l  
d i s t r i c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  c i t i e s ;  d e c l a r e d  i t  t o  
be  h i s  o p i n i o n ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  watched t h e  ex-  
p e r i m e n t  i n  o u r  c a p i t a l  c i t y ,  " t h a t  t h e  l a d y  on 
t h a t  boa rd  was t h e  b e s t  man amongst them. 24 

23. One s t r o n g  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a l  a r r angement  was 
s imply  t h a t  t h e  W.C.T.U., n o t e d  f o r  i t s  p r e c i s i o n  i n  
p r e s e n t i n g  a n n u a l  p e t i t i o n s ,  t o  p u b l i c i z e  g r i e v a n c e s ,  
f a i l e d  i n  1895 t o  p r e s e n t  a  p e t i t i o n  on t h i s  m a t t e r .  
T h e i r  Annual R e p o r t s  a l s o  f a i l  t o  i n c l u d e  any men t ion .  

24. W . C . T . U .  Minutes  o f  Annual R e p o r t ,  1895,  p .  3 0 .  - 



Vancouver women were n o t  s o  f o r t u n a t e .  I n  1895,  t h e  

W . C . T . U .  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  an  e f f o r t  had been made t o  " e l e c t  two 

l a d i e s  t o  t h e  School  Board. C i t y  o f f i c i a l s  d e n i e d  women 

t h i s  r i g h t  on t h e  b a s i s  o f  a l e g a l  p o i n t :  where C i t y  C h a r t e r s  

e x i s t ,  t h e i r  by - l aws  t a k e  p recedence  over  p r o v i n c i a l  r u l i n g s .  

Vancouver was one of  t h e  few Canadian c i t i e s  w i t h  i t s  own 

c h a r t e r ,  and s o  remained u n a f f e c t e d  by a l t e r a t i o n s  i n  t h e  

School  Board A c t ,  b u t  because  t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  had n o t  y e t  

d e a l t  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  women's involvement  i n  s c h o o l  

e l e c t i o n s ,  t h e  women were s t i l l  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  t o  b e  s c h o o l  

t r u s t e e s .  

Women l i v i n g  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  (county  v o t i n g  d i s t r i c t s )  

d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  become s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  u n t i l  

1911,  a  r i g h t  which was withdrawn two y e a r s  l a t e r .  The 1913 

amendment t o  t h e  School  Board Act now d e f i n e d  a T r u s t e e  a s  a  

I I male,  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t " .  2 6  Women1 s r i g h t s  a d v o c a t e s  i n d i g -  

n a n t l y  responded i n  p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  t h i s  move had 

I I e x p r e s s l y  d e p r i v e d  women i n  county  d i s t r i c t s  o f  t h e  on ly  

p r a c t i c a l  power t h e y  p o s s e s s e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  

o f  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n " .  27 

Upon c o n f r o n t i n g  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of E d u c a t i o n ,  

t h e  women were t o l d  t h a t  he  was " u n a b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  how o r  why 

e x c e p t  th rough  an i n a d v e r t a n c e " ,  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  a l t e r a t i o n  

25. I b i d . ,  p .  4 4 .  

26. S t a t u t e s  o f  B . C . ,  1913,  Chapter  38 ,  S e c t i o n  2. -- 
27. The Champion, J u l y  1913, p .  4 .  



o c c u r r e d .  T h e i r  r e s p o n s e  was: "We q u i t e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  b o t h  

t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  and t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  E d u c a t i o n  

were b o t h  t o t a l l y  unaware o f  t h e  i n i q u i t o u s  b l u n d e r ,  o r  worse ,  

b u t  we would l i k e  t o  know what e x c u s e  t h e y  can  o f f e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  

f o r  t h e i r  i g n o r a n c e  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  I f  28 

At t empts  t o  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e  women were a l s o  made on 

t h e  m u n i c i p a l  l e v e l .  I n  1898,  t h e  W . C . T . U .  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  

t h e i r  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  l e a r n e d  t h a t  t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  o f  V i c t o r i a  

was endeavour ing  t o  have t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  Act  amended s o  t h a t  

a l l  women who d i d  n o t  own r e a l  e s t a t e  would b e  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d .  

T h e i r  f e a r s  were soon a l l a y e d :  

A f t e r  i n t e r v i e w i n g  t h e  Mayor and each  C o u n c i l l o r ,  
we found t h e  l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  were d e t e r m i n e d  upon 
p u s h i n g  t h e  amendment. We t h e n  w a i t e d  upon t h e  
A t t o r n e y  Genera l  and were d e l i g h t e d  t h a t  he  had  
no sympathy w i t h  t h e  amendment, because  he  be -  
l i e v e d  i n  women's f u l l  e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t .  The 
amendment was n o t  even b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  ~ o u s e ? '  

Q u i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t e  o c c u r r e d  a  decade  l a t e r ,  and 

because  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  campaign was ex tended  o v e r  s e v e r a l  

y e a r s  and d i s p l a y e d  i m p o r t a n t  a s p e c t s  o f  W.C.T.U. o r g a n i z -  

i n g ,  i t  s h o u l d  be  examined i n  d e t a i l .  

I n  1906,  due t o  an  e r r o r  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  Conserva-  

t i v e  Government, women r e c e i v e d  t h e  u n q u a l i f i e d  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  

i n  m u n i c i p a l  a f f a i r s .  The government d i d  n o t  r e a l i z e ,  u n t i l  

28. I b i d . ,  August 1913,  p .  4 .  

29. W.C.T.U. ~ i n u t e ' s  - o f  Annual R e p o r t ,  1899,  p .  4 7 .  



a f t e r  t h e  House had  p r o r o g u e d ,  t h a t  t h e  amendment t o  t h e  

Munic ipa l  E l e c t i o n s  A c t ,  o s t e n s i b l y  g r a n t i n g  m i l i t i a  men t h e  

f r a n c h i s e  was s o  b r o a d  t h a t  i t  a l s o  i n c l u d e d  women. A s  

p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  b e f o r e  1906 b o t h  men and women w i t h  s u f f i -  

c i e n t  p r o p e r t y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  were a b l e  t o  e x e r c i s e  t h e  muni- 

c i p a l  f r a n c h i s e ,  b u t  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s  1906 t h r o u g h  1908 ,  women 

were i n  a  p o s i t i o n  where t h e y  had f ewer  v o t i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s  

t h a n  had men i n  m u n i c i p a l  m a t t e r s .  The f l u r r y  of  a c t i v i t y  

o c c u r i n g  i n  1906 can  b e  t r a c e d  t o  t h e  March 1 2 t h  amendment 

which was p a s s e d  by t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly i n  o r d e r  t o  

r e c t i f y  an e r r o r  of  t h e  p r e v i o u s  House whereby a  1905 amend- 

ment d e p r i v e d  m i l i t i a  men o f  t h e  v o t e .  The 1906 amendment 

i n v o l v e d  an a l t e r a t i o n  t o  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  t h e  word ' h o u s e -  

h o l d e r '  : 

Householder  s h a l l  mean and i n c l u d e  any p e r s o n  
o f  t h e  f u l l  age  of  twenty-one  y e a r s  who o c c u p i e s  
a  d w e l l i n g ,  t enemen t ,  h o t e l  o r  b o a r d i n g - h o u s e ,  and 
who s h a l l ,  u n l e s s  exempt by S t a t u t e  o r  M u n i c i p a l  
By-Law, have p a i d  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  M u n i c i p a l i t y  
r a t e s ,  t a x e s  o r  f e e s  o f  n o t  l e s s  t h a n  two d o l l a r s  
f o r  t h e  c u r r e n t  y e a r .  30 

The key s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  amendment which a p p l i e d  b o t h  

t o  m i l i t i a  men and ( a s  i t  was d i s c o v e r e d  i n  Oc tobe r  o f  1906) 

t o  women, and which gave b o t h  groups  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  was 

" u n l e s s  exempt by S t a t u t e  o r  Munic ipa l  By-Law." Once a g a i n ,  

t h i s  by- law a p p l i e d  t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia women l i v i n g  i n  

a r e a s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  c i t i e s  h a v i n g  t h e i r  own c h a r t e r s  - 

Vancouver was n o t  a f f e c t e d .  

30. S t a t u t e s  -- of  B . C .  Chap te r  1 8 ,  S e c t i o n  2 .  



On October  30, 1906,  t h e  V i c t o r i a  D a i l y  Times r e p o r t e d  

t h e  f i r s t  r u s h  o f  a c t i v i t y  on t h e  p a r t  of women. E i g h t y - t h r e e  

women had been f u l l y  s i g n e d  up on t h e  v o t e r s '  l i s t s  and a  fur :  

t h e r  1 ,088  d e c l a r a t i o n s  had been f i l e d  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  

a p p l i c a n t  be p l a c e d  on t h e  l i s t  under  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  

p r o p e r t y  and road  t a x e s ,  t r a d e  l i c e n c e s  and dog t a x e s .  31 Th i s  

l a t t e r  f i g u r e  was n o t  composed o f  women a l o n e ,  and a l t h o u g h  

t h e r e  i s  no b r e a k  down a s  t o  i t s 1  compos i t ion  i n  t h e  news- 

p a p e r s ,  i t  seems s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t  such  a  l a r g e  number o f  

i n d i v i d u a l s  had r u s h e d  i n  one day ,  t o  d e c l a r e  t h e i r  v o t i n g  

e l e g i b i l i t y  . 
The D a i l y  Times saw t h e  a c t i v i t y  a s  a  'war1  between 

temperance and s a l o o n  e l e m e n t s .  According  t o  t h e  newspapers ,  

when i t  was d i s c o v e r e d  t h a t  women c o u l d  be  on t h e  v o t e r s  l i s t ,  

t h e  Licenced V i c t u a l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n  r a l l i e d  f e m i n i n e  s u p p o r -  

t e r s .  However, t h e  news s h o r t l y  r e a c h e d  t h e  e a r s  o f  t h e  

C i t i z e n s '  League and t h e  'war '  began.  The V i c t o r i a  D a i l y  Times 

was r a t h e r  s k e p t i c a l  of  t h e  d a y ' s  e v e n t s :  

An i n t e r e s t i n g  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  l i s t  i s  t h e  
l a r g e  numbers o f  l a d i e s  who have r e g i s t e r e d .  Many 
o f  them s t a t e  a s  t h e i r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  t h e  payment 
o f  a  dog t a x ,  and a  s t r a n g e  f a c t  i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  
i s  t h a t  i n  s e v e r a l  i n s t a n c e s  a  c o u p l e  o f  l a d i e s  have 
q u a l i f i e d  on t h e  same dog. The m a j o r i t y  c l a i m  t o  be  
exempted from t a x e s  however.  T h i r t y - o n e  dogs i s  t h e  32 
t o t a l  employed by t h e i r  m i s t r e s s e s  t o  s e c u r e  t h e  v o t e .  

31. V i c t o r i a  D a i l y  Times, October  30,  1906,  p .  2 .  

32. I b i d . ,  October  30,  1906,  p .  2 .  



The Times f u r t h e r  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a  g r e a t  

c o n f l i c t  o f  o p i n i o n  among members o f  t h e  l e g a l  p r o f e s s i o n s  a s  

t o  whe the r  women not owning p r o p e r t y  c o u l d  v o t e .  Reverend 

T.W. G l a d s t o n e ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C i t i z e n s  League,  was adamant 

t h a t  t h e  names s h o u l d  remain  and t o l d  t h e  newspaper  t h a t  " I f  

t h e  Cour t  of  R e v i s i o n  removes t h e  names o f  t h e s e  l a d i e s  I w i l l  

t a k e  i t  t o  t h e  c o u r t  of  a p p e a l . "  

The P r o p e r t y  A s s o c i a t i o n  soon took  up t h e  s t r u g g l e  

i n  a  f a s h i o n  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  t h a t  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  L i -  

cenced  V i c t u a l l e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  33 On March 1 6 ,  1907 a t  t h e  

annua l  g e n e r a l  mee t ing  o f  t h e  fo rmer  group,  a  mot ion  was p a s s e d  

" d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  v o t e  had  been g i v e n  t o  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  p e r s o n s  

and a sked  f o r  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  t h e  amendment". 34 T h i s  mot ion  was 

a  s h o r t  t ime  l a t e r  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  Munic ipa l  Committee of  

t h e  House. 

The W . C . T . U .  r a p i d l y  o r g a n i z e d  a  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g ,  w i t h  

Mayor Morley o f  V i c t o r i a  p r e s i d i n g  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  

of  t h e  P r o p e r t y  Owners A s s o c i a t i o n .  A f t e r  s e v e r a l  d e l a y s ,  t h e  

m e e t i n g  was f i n a l l y  h e l d  on March 25,  1907 a t  t h e  C i t y  H a l l .  

Al though two hundred  p e r s o n s  a t t e n d e d ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  them 

women, no members o f  t h e  P r o p e r t y  Owners A s s o c i a t i o n  a p p e a r e d .  

However, a  copy o f  t h e  mot ion  a d o p t e d  by t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

( d r a f t e d  by M r .  So rby ,  i t s  s e c r e t a r y - t r e a s u r e r )  was r e a d  o u t .  

I t  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  aim o f  t h e  P r o p e r t y  Owners was t o  " s t r i k e  

33. Although I  have n o t  r e s e a r c h e d  i t ,  I would s u s p e c t  t h a t  t h e  
membership o f  t h e  two groups  o v e r - l a p p e d ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h a t  
s i m i l a r  i n t e r e s t s  were a t  s t a k e .  

34 .  D a i l y  C o l o n i s t ,  March 2 7 ,  1907, p .  11. 
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o u t  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  on t h e  payment o f  a  two d o l l a r  dog- t ax" .  35 

Hence, payment of  r e a l  e s t a t e  o r  p o l l  t a x e s  would be  r e q u i r e d  

t o  o b t a i n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e .  

Mrs. S p o f f o r d ' s  s p e e c h  a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  

p h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  W . C . T . U .  She s a i d  t h a t  i t  had been  c o n s i d e r -  

ed  t h a t  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  s u f f r a g e  would p roduce  c o m p e t i t i o n  

between men and women and t h a t  a l t h o u g h  s h e  r e c o g n i z e d  a d i f -  

f e r e n c e  between t h e  s e x e s ,  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  was n o t  o f  an  a n t a -  

g o n i s t i c  n a t u r e ,  b u t  o f  a  complementary n a t u r e .  "Women s h a r e  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n  m u n i c i p a l  a f f a i r s  and s h o u l d  have t h e  

r i g h t  t o  a s s i s t  i n  d i s c h a r g i n g  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  1136 

The m e e t i n g  p a s s e d  a  mot ion  d e c l a r i n g  i t s e l f  a s  

opposed t o  any f u r t h e r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on t h e  m u n i c i p a l  s u f f r a g e  

and  a d j o u r n e d  a f t e r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  committee " t o  w a i t  on t h e  

P r o v i n c i a l  Government s o  t h a t  t h e  P r o p e r t y  Owners A s s o c i a t i o n  

B i l l  i s  n o t  sneaked  t h r o u g h .  11 37 

A s  an  e l e c t i o n  was n o t  due t o  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  December, 1907 ,  t h e  committee c o n t i n u e d  t o  watch 

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  d e b a t e s  c l o s e l y .  Although n o t  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  

newspaper s ,  t h e  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  W.C.T.U. r e v e a l  t h a t  t h i s  con- 

t i n u i n g  s c r u t i n y  was s u c c e s s f u l .  I n  Mrs. George G r a n t ' s  ' L e g i s -  

l a t i o n ,  P e t i t i o n  and F r a n c h i s e  R e p o r t ' ,  g i v e n  on J u n e  2 6 ,  1907,  

s h e  s t a t e d :  

36. I b i d . ,  March 25, 1907,  p .  2 .  

37.  D a i l y  C o l o n i s t ,  March 2 7 ,  1907,  p .  7 .  



An e f f o r t  was made by t h e  V i c t o r i a  P r o p e r t y  
Owners A s s o c i a t i o n  t o  have t h e  law amended 
i n  such  a  way t h a t  i f  s e c u r e d  would p r e v e n t  
a  l a r g e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  womens' v o t e s  from 
b e i n g  c a s t .  A d e p u t a t i o n  w a i t e d  on t h e  govern-  
ment oppos ing  t h i s  change .  They were g r a c i o u s l y  
r e c e i v e d ,  t h e i r  p e t i t i o n  c o n s i d e r e d  w i t h  t h  
r e s u l t  t h a t  no change i n  t h e  law was made. 38 

However, j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  Cour t  o f  R e v i s i o n  had com- 

p l e t e d  i t s  d u t i e s ,  M r .  H i g g i n s ,  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  P r o p e r t y  

Owners A s s o c i a t i o n ,  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  he i n t e n d e d  t o  have between 

f o u r  and f i v e  hundred  women s t r u c k  o f f  t h e  l i s t  "on t h e  grounds 

t h a t  t h e y  were n o t  e n t i t l e d  t o  v o t e .  "39 When t h e  Cour t  of  

R e v i s i o n ,  upon t h e  r u l i n g  o f  t h e  C i t y  B a r r i s t e r ,  r e f u s e d  t o  

remove t h e  names from t h e  v o t e r s  l i s t ,  Higg ins  took a  t e s t  

c a s e ,  Mrs. B e r n i c e  Snowcrof t ,  b e f o r e  M a g i s t r a t e ' s  C o u r t .  

H igg ins  a rgued  i n  c o u r t  t h a t  " I f  s h e  p a i d  t h e  w a t e r  r a t e ,  dog 

t a x  o r  i f  s h e  was a  l i c e n c e  h o l d e r ,  s h e  would be  e n t i t l e d  t o  

v o t e ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  no enactment  i n  t h e  s t a t u t e  exempting h e r  

from payment o f  t h e  t a x e s .  1140 

M r .  H .  T a y l o r ,  a p p e a r i n g  f o r  B e r n i c e  Snowcrof t  

m a i n t a i n e d  t h a t  women were exempt from t a x e s ,  t o  no a v a i l ,  

f o r  M a g i s t r a t e  J a y  r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  exemption c l a u s e  a p p l i e d  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  m i l i t i a m e n  who were r e l i e v e d  o f  t h e  r o a d  t a x ,  

38. W . C . T . U .  Minutes  -- of t h e  Annual R e p o r t ,  J u n e  25-27, 1907,  
P.  19 .  

39. Da i ly  Times, December 20, 1907,  p .  1. 

40. D a i l y  C o l o n i s t ,  J a n u a r y  8 ,  1908,  p .  3 .  



and t h a t  women were n o t  exempt,  a s  t h e  c i t y  had no power t o  - 
t a x  them i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  On J a n u a r y  8,  1908,  Mrs. B e r n i c e  

S n o w c r o f t ' s  name was removed from t h e  v o t e r s  l i s t  and a  n o t i c e  

was g i v e n  i n  t h e  p r e s s  t o  486 o t h e r  women whose names were  

a l s o  removed. 

J u s t  one  week l a t e r ,  however,  t h e  women t u r n e d  up a t  

t h e  p o l l i n g  s t a t i o n s  and c a s t  t h e i r  v o t e .  The r i g h t  t o  v o t e  i n  

t h i s  1908 e l e c t i o n  d i d  n o t  r e s u l t  f rom a  r e v e r s a l  i n  t h e  d e c i -  

s i o n  o f  t h e  M a g i s t r a t e :  i n s t e a d  i t  was a  consequence  o f  t h e  

s u c c e s s f u l  c h a l l e n g e  o f  h i s  d e c i s i o n  on t e c h n i c a l  g rounds .  

M r .  J u s t i c e  Clement ,  i n  t h e  Supreme Cour t  of  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  

g r a n t e d  an i n j u n c t i o n  r e s t r a i n i n g  t h e  Mayor from removing any 

names o f  p e r s o n s  from t h e  l i s t  who had n o t  been  s e r v e d  a  no-  

t i c e  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  M a g i s t r a t e  J a y .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  t h e  

women cha rged  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  have t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  

t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  c o u r t s  when t h e i r  c a s e  was d e c i d e d ,  t h e  

Mayor s h o u l d  be  r e s t r a i n e d  and M a g i s t r a t e  J a y ' s  d e c i s i o n  s h o u l d  

n o t  be  ex tended  t o  o t h e r  women. The women won t h e  c a s e  and i n  

1908 o n l y  Mrs. B e r n i c e  Snowcrof t  was d e n i e d  h e r  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  

a s  s h e  was t h e  s o l e  d e f e n d e n t  who had  been p r e s e n t e d  i n  

C o u r t .  41 

41. D a i l y  Times,  J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1908,  p .  1. 



S e v e r a l  weeks p r i o r  t o  t h i s  r e v e r s a l ,  t h e  V i c t o r i a  

D a i l y  C o l i n i s t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  'some i n d i v i d u a l s '  were p l a n n i n g  

t o  a p p l y  f o r  a  Cour t  o r d e r  t o  compel t h e  Mayor t o  remove 

t h e  names from t h e  v o t e r s  l i s t s ,  a s  he  had n o t  removed a l l  of - 

t h e  names. However, b e f o r e  t h a t  was accompl i shed  M r .  J u s t i c e  

Clement handed down h i s  r u l i n g . 4 2  The women r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e  

r e v e r s a l  was n o t  permanent  however.  J u s t  a s  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  had 

been  ex tended  by chance ,  s o  had  t h e  i n j u n c t i o n  been  g r a n t e d  on 

t h e  b a s i s  o f  a  t e c h n i c a l i t y .  A s  t h e  D a i l y  Times r e p o r t e d :  

The l a d i e s  o f  V i c t o r i a  a r e  n o t  s i t t i n g  i d l y  
by w h i l e  t h e  men do t h e  l e g j s l a t i n g .  They 
a r e  up i n  arms and a r e  p r e p a r i n g  a  g i a n t  p e -  
t i t i o n  a s k i n g  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  government t o  
g r a n t  s u f f r a g e .  Bes ides  t h a t ,  t h e y  p l a n  an  
i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  P remie r  McBride and o t h e r  
members o f  t h e  C a b i n e t  and i f  t h e y  do n o t  
a c q u i e s c e  i n  t h e  scheme p roposed  by t h e  l a d i e s ,  
t h e  members o f  t h e  government w i l l  know what 
t o  e x p e c t .  43 

Mrs. Gordon G r a n t ,  s u p e r v i s o r  o f  t h e  W.C.T.U. Department  of 

F r a n c h i s e ,  L e g i s l a t i o n  and P e t i t i o n s ,  v a l i d a t e s  t h i s  s t a t e -  

ment i n  h e r  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  S i l v e r  A n n i v e r s a r y  Meet ing:  " In  

c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Loca l  Counc i l  o f  Women, a  p e t i t i o n  .was  

c i r c u l a t e d  i n  V i c t o r i a  and a  thousand names were s e c u r e d  i n  

t h r e e  d a y s .  ,,44 

42. I b i d . ,  J a n u a r y  1 5 ,  1908,  p .  1. 

43. I b i d . ,  F e b r u a r y  8 ,  1908,  p .  2 .  

44. W . C . T . U .  S i l v e r  A n n i v e r s a r y  R e p o r t ,  V i c t o r i a ,  1908.  p .  69. 



Both groups  saw t h e  immediate n e c e s s i t y  of t h e  p e t i -  

t i o n ,  f o r  t h e  government was once a g a i n  i n  s e s s i o n  and t h e  Muni- 

c i p a l  E l e c t i o n s  Act was t o  be open f o r  d i s c u s s i o n .  An amend- 

ment ,  f o r m u l a t e d  by A t t o r n e y  Genera l  Bowser, t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  

v o t e  of women was t o  be p r e s e n t e d .  On F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1908,  M r .  

Naden ( L i b e r a l  Member from Greenwood) spoke  i n  f a v o r  o f  a d u l t  

s u f f r a g e .  "He c h i d e d  t h e  government who wanted t o  s h e l v e  t h e  

q u e s t i o n "  and "when t h e  P remie r  was f o r c e d  t o  open d e b a t e  on 

t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  he  s a i d  t h a t  he p e r s o n a l l y  had v o t e d  a g a i n s t  i t  

on d i f f e r e n t  o c c a s i o n s ,  b u t  t h a t  h e  c o u l d  change h i s  op in ion-  

h e  was a  g r e a t  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  Women's C o u n c i l .  ,,4 5 

Naden t h e n  p roposed  t o  s t r i k e  o u t  o f  t h e  Bowswer 

B i l l  t h o s e  words which would d i s e n f r a n c h i s e  women, b u t  t h e  

b i l l  was c a r r i e d  unamended by a  p a r t y  v o t e .  When a n o t h e r  

L i b e r a l  Member s a i d  t h a t  i t  had  n o t  been  e x p l a i n e d  why t h e  

b i l l  had been  changed t o  l i m i t  t h e  womens' f r a n c h i s e ,  McBride 

r e p l i e d  t h a t  i t  had  been  made c l e a r  i n  t h e  Munic ipa l  Committee. 

The d i s a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  t h e  women i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  Mrs. 

G r a n t ' s  r e p o r t :  

Our p e t i t i o n  (o f  1 , 0 0 0  names) was s e n t  t o  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  p r o t e s t i n g  a g a i n s t  t h e  change .  Every 
e f f o r t  was u s e d  t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  P r e m i e r ,  t h e  
A t t o r n e y  Genera l  and t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Committee 
and t h e  members r e p r e s e n t i n g  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  
p r e v e n t  such  l e g i s l a t i o n  from becoming l aw,  b u t  
when t h e  v o t e  was t a k e n ,  we were s a d l y  d i s a p p o i n t e d ;  

4 5 .  D a i l y  Times,  F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  1908,  p .  5 .  



b u t  n o t  d i s c o u r a g e d  b e c a u s e  we a l l  f e l t  t h a t  
e v e r y t h i n g  had  been  done t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  measure 
from go ing  t h r o u g h .  46 

T h i s  does  n o t  mean t h a t  t h e  women were n o t  a n g r y .  The f i r s t  

s e c t i o n  of  h e r  r e p o r t  r e v e a l s  t h e  i n t e n s i t y  o f  t h a t  a n g e r :  

"Let  me f i r s t  ment ion  t h a t  ( a c t i v i t y )  o f  f r a n c h i s e .  How t h i s  

depa r tmen t  h a s  e x e r c i s e d  some of u s  d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r  ... and 

t h e  h u m i l i a t i o n  we have been s u b j e c t e d  t o  th rough  t h e  d i s e n -  

f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d e r s  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  which ,  

I  r e p e a t ,  has  -- been accompl i shed  t h r o u g h  t h e  l i q u o r  i n t e r e s t s  

i n  t h i s  f a i r  c i t y - t h i s  Queen C i t y  o f  Mrs. Grant  --- 

p r e s e n t e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  t o  t h a t  c o n v e n t i o n  which d i s p l a y s  t h e  

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  W.C.T.U.: "Resolved ,  t h a t  t h e  members o f  

t h e  B . C .  W . C . T . U .  i n  c o n v e n t i o n  assembled ,  e x p r e s s  t h e i r  i n -  

d i g n a t i o n  a t  t h e  r e t r o g r a d e  s t e p  t a k e n  by t h e  government i n  

d e p r i v i n g  t h e  women h o u s e h o l d e r s  of  B r i t i s h  Columbia o f  t h e  

r i g h t  t o  v o t e ,  and t h a t  we p l e d g e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  renewed a c t i o n  

t o  s e c u r e  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  f o r  t h e  women o f  t h i s  p r o v i n c e .  1148 

The W . C ' . T . U .  women were n o t  t h e  o n l y  d i s a p p o i n t e d  

group.  The D a i l y  Times e d i t o r i a l  o f  F e b r u a r y  24, 1908 r e -  

f l e c t e d  a  g e n e r a l  s e n t i m e n t .  I t  q u e s t i o n e d  t h e  m o t i v e s  of  

46. W . C . T . U .  S i l v e r  A n n i v e r s a r y  R e p o r t ,  V i c t o r i a ,  1908,  
pp .  6 7 - 6 8 .  

47. I b i d . ,  V i c t o r i a ,  1908,  p .  68.  

48. I b i d . ,  V i c t o r i a ,  1908,  p .  68.  



t h e  government .  " I t  i s  u s u a l l y  s a i d  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l  b i l l s  a r e  

shaped by t h o s e  s u g g e s t i o n s  o f  i n t e r e s t e d  people-but ( t h e  

V i c t o r i a  C i t y )  Counc i l  i s  i n t e r e s t e d .  Did t h e  A t t o r n e y  

Genera l  draw up a  b i l l  w i t h o u t  t h i n k i n g  o f  them?" 4 9  A l e t t e r  

t o  t h e  E d i t o r  i n  t h e  same p a p e r  d i s p l a y s  s i m i l a r  i n d i g n a t i o n .  

" I f  M r .  McBride and Bowser s e e  f i t  t o  l i n e  up t h e i r  f o r c e s  on 

t h e  s i d e  of  t h e  P r o p e r t y  Owners A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  s a l o o n ,  

a s  a g a i n s t  t h e  homes and t h e  mora l  w e l l  b e i n g  o f  o u r  c i t y ,  

t h e y  w i l l  have t h e m s e l v e s  t o  blame i f  a l l  t h e  r e s p e c t a b l e  men 

o f  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  p a r t y  g e t  o u t . "  The l e t t e r  was s i g n e d  

"A C o n s e r v a t i v e .  1150 

The V i c t o r i a  women began t o  a c t  upon t h e i r  a n g e r  and 

d i s a p p o i n t m e n t .  The h e a d l i n e s  of  a  f r o n t  page  a r t i c l e  i n  

t h e  V i c t o r i a  D a i l y  Times s t a t e d :  " S u f f r a g e t t e s  a r e  I n d i g -  

n a n t  - P u b l i c  Meet ing  - Demand t h a t  Loca l  Members o f  t h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  E x p l a i n  T h e i r  Vo tes .  "51 T h i s  i d e a  came from a  

mot ion  p r e s e n t e d  by Mrs. S p o f f o r d  a t  a  W.C.T.U. mee t ing  h e l d  

on March 9 .  The mee t ing  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e y  would t a l k  w i t h  

t h e  P r e m i e r ,  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  and V i c t o r i a  Members o f  

t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly. They s t a t e d  f u r t h e r  t h a t  " t h o s e  

members must have a  good r e a s o n  and be  a b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  

49. D a i l y  Times,  F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  1908,  p .  4 .  

50. I b i d . ,  p .  4. 
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r e c e n t  l e g i s l a t i o n .  "52 The Times r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  At to rney  

General  had p r e v i o u s l y  g iven  h i s  reason ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e  women 

remained d i s s a t i s f i e d .  (Bowser had s a i d  t h a t  he had no i n -  

t e n t i o n  of  d i s en f r anch i semen t ,  bu t  t h a t  he j u s t  wished t o  

keep u n d e s i r a b l e  women from v o t i n g ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  women 

had p r e v i o u s l y  approached t h e  V i c t o r i a  Members, who had s a i d  

t h a t  t hey  must back t h e  government on t h i s  i s s u e .  The govern- 

ment had no t  even wished t o  accep t  a  compromise: "They ( t h e  

women) t hen  wrote  t o  t h e  premier  and t h e  At to rney  General  

ask ing  t h a t  t h e  word 'householders '  might i n c l u d e  women who 

p a i d  s i x t y  d o l l a r s  p e r  yea r  r e n t a l ,  b u t  a f t e r  ' c a r e f u l  c o n s i -  

d e r a t i o n '  t h e s e  gentlemen decided only  men could  v o t e .  "53 On 

March 1 4 ,  t h e  r e p l y  from t h e  government a r r i v e d .  I t  was j u s t  

a s  d i s h e a r t e n i n g .  The l e t t e r  s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  "were unab le  t o  

s e e  t h a t  any b e n e f i t  would r e s u l t  from t h e  meeting and ' dec l i ned  

t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  "I .  
5 4  

But t h e  i s s u e  had no t  d i ed .  I n  October of  t h e  same 

yea r ,  a  cha l l enge  t o  t h e  new d e f i n i t i o n  of  ' householder '  was 

i n i t i a t e d  by M r .  R .T .  E l l i o t ,  a  lawyer.  On October 16 ,  

E l l i o t  a p p l i e d  f o r  a  w r i t  o f  mandamus t o  compel t h e  C i t y  

C le rk ,  M r .  Dowler, t o  p l a c e  a  Mrs. Huckne l l ' s  name on t h e  

v o t e r s  l i s t .  5 5  She was t o  a c t  a s  a  t e s t  c a s e .  I f  t h i s  

52 .  I b i d . ,  p .  1. 

53. I b i d . ,  p .  1. 
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a p p l i c a t i o n  was a c c e p t e d  by Chief  J u s t i c e  Hunder,  t h e n  o v e r  

f o u r  hundred  and e i g h t y  women would a g a i n  be p l a c e d  on t h e  

m u n i c i p a l  v o t e r s  l i s t .  

I n  c o u r t ,  E l l i o t  a rgued  v i g o r o u s l y  t h a t  b e c a u s e  t h e  

c l a u s e  "Householder  means and i n c l u d e s "  (which a p p e a r e d  i n  

t h e  new 1906 amendment) s h o u l d  be i n t e r p r e t e d  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  

common law meaning,  p l u s  a  new meaning, d e s i g n e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

f o r  t h e  a c t ,  and because  Mrs. Hucknel l  had p a i d  h e r  t a x e s  and 

was a  h o u s e h o l d e r  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  meaning o f  t h e  word, s h e  

s h o u l d  be  e l i g i b l e  t o  v o t e .  V r .  Dowler, t h e  C i t y  C l e r k ,  r e -  

p r e s e n t e d  t h e  C i t y ,  a l t h o u g h  h i s  lawyer  d i d  n o t  a r g u e  t h e  c a s e .  

The V i c t o r i a  D a i l y  C o l o n i s t  a t t r i b u t e s  t h i s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

" t h e  C i t y  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  n o t  t h r o w i n g  any o b s t a c l e s  i n  t h e  

way of  anyone g e t t i n g  a  v o t e ,  and s o  t h e  C i t y  B a r r i s t e r  w i l l  

o n l y  f o r m a l l y  oppose t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  "56 Ch ie f  J u s t i c e  Hunter  

r u l e d ,  however,  t h a t  t h e  l a s t  l e g i s l a t u r e  had r e s t r i c t e d  en -  

f r a n c h i s e m e n t  and r e f u s e d  E l l i o t ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  a  w r i t  o f  

mandamus. A c t i v i t y  a round  s u f f r a g e  was c o n t i n u e d ,  b u t  a t  a  

much lower  l e v e l ,  a f t e r  t h i s  d e f e a t .  

I n  1909,  t h e  W . C . T . U .  and t h e  Loca l  Counc i l  o f  Women 

once a g a i n  w a i t e d  upon t h e  government .  They a s k e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  

t h e  Mayor, f o r  t h e  e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  men over  s i x t y  y e a r s  of  

age  and o f  women. "The p e t i t i o n  o f  t h e  fo rmer  was g r a n t e d ,  

b u t  t h e  l a t t e r  i g n o r e d .  Why? Because w i t h o u t  a  v o t e  women 

56 .  I b i d . ,  p .  7 .  



68 

canno t  t o  any g r e a t  d e g r e e  e f f e c t  t h e  e l e c t i o n s .  1157 

I n  1910,  t h e  W . C . T . U .  l aunched  an i n t e n s i v e  campaign 

t o  e d u c a t e  b o t h  i t s  own members and t h e  p u b l i c .  "Nineteen  

thousand  and f o u r  hundred  pages  of l i t e r a t u r e  were d i s t r i b u t e d  

i n  homes, o f f i c e s ,  s c h o o l s  and p u b l i c  g a t h e r i n g s .  "58 The cam- 

p a i g n  a p p e a r s  t o  have been  s u c c e s s f u l ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  Vancouver ,  

when women were e n f r a n c h i s e d  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  on t h e  muni- 

c i p a l  l e v e l ,  p r o b a b l y  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  campaign.  

CONCLUSION 

T h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  o f  a c t i v i t y  i s  i m p o r t a n t  n o t  

o n l y  b e c a u s e  women made a  s e r i e s  o f  s m a l l  e l e c t o r a l  advances ,  

b u t  a l s o  b e c a u s e  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  f u t u r e  o r g a n i z i n g  was l a i d .  

The most i m p o r t a n t  development  d u r i n g  t h e s e  y e a r s  was t h e  

i m p l a n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  movement i n  t h e  m i d d l e - c l a s s ,  from which 

i t s  e n t i r e  l e a d e r s h i p  came. The i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  were 

p ro found :  i t  meant t h a t  t h e  membership,  t h e  s c o p e ,  and t h e  

methods u t i l i z e d  by t h e  movement were  s e v e r e l y  r e s t r i c t e d .  

For  example,  t h e  s i m p l e  f a c t  t h a t  p a r l o u r  m e e t i n g s  were h e l d  

d u r i n g  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  meant t h a t  i n t e r e s t e d  working women were  

p r e v e n t e d  from a t t e n d i n g .  However, t h e  m i d d l e - c l a s s  b i a s  of  

t h e  movement i s  p e r h a p s  most s t r o n g l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  t h e  na -  

t u r e  and scope  of  t h e  demands i t  r a i s e d .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  i t  i s  

57. W.C.T.U. Minutes  -- o f  t h e  Annual R e p o r t ,  1909,  V i c t o r i a ,  p .  89. 

58. I b i d . ,  1910 ,  p .  62.  



d i f f i c u l t  t o  imagine how b r o a d  s e c t o r s  o f  women c o u l d  have 

been  m o b i l i z e d  a round  t h e  W.C.T.U.'s campaign t o  l i b e r a l i z e  

s c h o o l  t r u s t e e  e l e c t i o n  r e g u l a t i o n s :  t h e  r e a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e  

d i d  n o t  p e r m i t  working c l a s s  c h i l d r e n  t h e  l u x u r y  o f  a t t e n d i n g  

s c h o o l  f o r  any l e n g t h  of t ime  and t h u s  p r e c l u d e d  t h e  emergence 

o f  t h e  s c h o o l  a s  an  i m p o r t a n t  i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  working  c l a s s  

women. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  i d e o l o g i c a l  c o n t e x t  and t h e  a b s t r a c t  

and m o r a l i s t i c  manner i n  which demands were r a i s e d  ( o b v i o u s l y  

a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  m i d d l e - c l a s s  c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and e d u c a t i o n )  c u r -  

t a i l e d  p o t e n t i a l  m o b i l i z a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  s o c i a l  s t r a t a .  D i scus -  

s i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  mora l  q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  were h a r d l y  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  r e a l  problems t h a t  t h e  b u l k  o f  women c o n f r o n t e d  

e a c h  day .  

On one l e v e l ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of p r o h i b i t i o n  c o u l d  have 

c o n c e i v a b l y  m o b i l i z e d  a  much b r o a d e r  s e c t o r  o f  women, however;  

i t  - d i d  a d d r e s s  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  r e a l  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  women - t h e i r  

t o t a l  s u b o r d i n a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  h u s b a n d ' s  a u t h o r i t y .  However, t h e  

W . C . T . U .  posed  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t e r m s  o f  women's 

t r a d i t i o n a l  r o l e  a s  mora l  g u a r d i a n ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  a  r e s p o n s e  

t o  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u b j e c t i o n  o f  women t o  t h e  whims o f  male 

a u t h o r i t y .  

The methods u t i l i z e d  t o  a c h i e v e  t h e i r  g o a l s  a l s o  r e -  

f l e c t e d  a  s t r o n g  m i d d l e - c l a s s  b i a s .  Most women had n e i t h e r  t h e  

t ime  n o r  t h e  f i n a n c i a l  r e s o u r c e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  ' w a i t  upon'  t h e  
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government i n  V i c t o r i a  w i t h  t h e i r  p e t i t i o n s .  The manner i n  

which t h e  W.C.T.U. women hand led  t h e  1906 c o n t r o v e r s y  i s  

c e n t r a l  t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e i r  s t r a t e g y  and t a c t i c s :  by 

k e e p i n g  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o c u s e d  on cour t room a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  onus 

f o r  a l t e r i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  women remained w i t h  t h e  law makers .  

Mass m o b i l i z a t i o n  and propaganda ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  i t  was 

c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  a l l ,  was always g e a r e d  t o  t h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  

t h a t  j u s t i c e  would come from t h e  government o r  t h e  c o u r t s  a s  

a  r e s u l t  o f  s t e a d y  b u t  modera te  p r e s s u r e - g r o u p  a c t i v i t y .  

The growth o f  a  p.owerfu1 mass movement was i m p o s s i b l e  on t h i s  

b a s i s .  

But more i m p o r t a n t  was t h e  m e n t a l i t y  which t h i s  

cour t room s t r a t e g y  r e f l e c t e d  and which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  W . C . T . U .  

i n  g e n e r a l :  i n  s e e i n g  t h e  cour t room a s  a  p l a c e  where s t r u g g l e s  

c o u l d  be  l o g i c a l l y  s o l v e d ,  t h e  W . C . T . U .  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  s e r i o u s  

gap which s e p a r a t e d  them from t h e  mass of  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  women. 

Even i f  women a c c e p t e d  t h e  s t r a t e g y  t h a t  i n e q u i t i e s  c o u l d  be 

a m e l i o r a t e d  i n  t h e  cour t room,  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e i r  b e i n g  

a b l e  t o  conduc t  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  s t r u g g l e s  i n  t h i s  way was 

p r e c l u d e d  on s e v e r a l  g rounds :  working women c o u l d  n o t  miss 

work t o  make c o u r t  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  b u t  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e y  

c o u l d  n o t  a f f o r d  t h e  expenses  of  l e n g t h y  l i t i g a t i o n .  

Of c o u r s e  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n  which t h e  movement f o l l o w e d  

a t  an  e a r l y  s t a g e  was n o t  i r r e v e r s i b l e .  A p e r i o d  o f  g e n e r a l  
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r a d i c a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  f o r  example,  c o u l d  have had 

a  s e r i o u s  impact  upon i t s  d i r e c t i o n .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a s  w i l l  

be d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  t h e  movement c o n t i n u e d  on an e s s e n t i a l l y  

s i m i l a r  c o u r s e  t h r o u g h o u t  i t s  d u r a t i o n .  The c o n t i n u i t y  o f  

l a t e r  developments  w i t h  t h e  e a r l y  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  movement 

i s  c l e a r l y  s e e n  i n  t h e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  movement a f t e r  

t h e  winn ing  o f  s u f f r a g e  on p u r e l y  l e g i s l a t i v e  v i c t o r i e s .  



CHAPTER FIVE 

LATER PERIOD OF POLITICAL ACTIVITY 

The n e x t  upsurge  o f  s u f f r a g e  a c t i v i t y  began i n  

December 1910,  when t h e  P o l i t i c a l  E q u a l i t y  League was 

e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  V i c t o r i a  " a t  t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  o f  t h e  Local  

Counc i l  o f  Women. The C o u n c i l ,  s p o r a d i c a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  s u f f r a g e  q u e s t i o n  p r i o r  t o  1 9 1 0 , ~  now began t o  o r g a n i z e  

i n  a  c o n c e r t e d  manner.  

Founded i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia i n  1887,  t h e  Counci l  

a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Counc i l  o f  Women s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

i t s  f o r m a t i o n  i n  1893.  According  t o  Powel l ,  t h i s  l a t t e r  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  was " recogn ized  soon a f t e r  i t s  f o u n d i n g  a s  t h e  

most i n f l u e n t i a l  group o f  women i n  Canada!' She a t t r i b u t e d  

t h i s  s t a t u s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  w i f e  of  t h e  Governor 

Genera l  founded i t  and became i t s  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t .  

F e d e r a l l y ,  t h e  group was composed o f  a  v a r i e t y  o f  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  I t s  pu rpose  was t o  combine t h e s e  d i f f u s e  

v o i c e s  i n t o  a  s i n g l e  u n i t :  

Audrey Mar i lyn  Adams: A S tudy o f  t h e  Use o f  P l e b i s c i t e s  
and Referendums i n  t h e  P r o v l n c e T f X i t i s h C o l u m b i a ,  un- 
Dudl i shed   achel lor o f ~ r t s  t h e s i s ,  (Vancouver: U . B . C . ,  

For  example,  t h e y  p r e s e n t e d  a  p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  Government 
i n  1895,  r e q u e s t i n g  women be  e n t i t l e d  t o  s t a n d  a s  s c h o o l  
t r u s t e e s .  

Mary P a t r i c i a  Powel l ,  Responses t o  t h e  De r e s s i o n :  Three  b R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Womens' Groups i n B r i t i s  Colum l a ,  unpub- 
l i s h e d  Master  o f  tm F a n c o u v e r :  U . B . C . ,  1967, )  
p .  45. 



The Counc i l  was t o  s e r v e  a s  a  forum f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  
o f  t o p i c s  i n  which women were i n t e r e s t e d  and ( t o )  
make known t o  t h e  government on a l l  l e v e l s  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  which women wanted.  I f  women were 
f ragmented  i n t o  many d i f f e r e n t  c l u b s  and s o c i e t i e s ,  
t h e y  would n o t  be  e f f e c t i v e  i n  any way. The Coun- 
c i l  would e n a b l e  women t o  s p e a k  w i t h  one u n i f i e d  
v o i c e .  4 

Although t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Counci l  o f  Women had 

p a s s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  f a v o r  o f  s u f f r a g e  i n  1905 a t  t h e  Buda- 

p e s t  Convent ion ,  t h e  Canadian group d i d  n o t  a d d r e s s  i t s e l f  

t o  t h e  problem a s  a  f e d e r a l  body u n t i l  1909. I n  t h a t  y e a r  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Counci l  h e l d  i t s  F o u r t h  Quinquenn ia l  mee t ing  

i n  Toronto  and s u f f r a g e  was t h e  dominant i t e m  on t h e  agenda.  

Cleverdon a r g u e s  t h a t  Lady Aberdeen ' s  (wi fe  o f  t h e  Governor 

Genera l )  o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c  e n d o r s a t i o n  o f  t h e  c a u s e  a t  t h i s  

mee t ing  must have swayed thousands  o f  men and women. The 

f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  t h e  Canadian d e l e g a t e s  c o n f r o n t e d  t h e  i s s u e  

a t  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  c o n v e n t i o n  i n  H a l i f a x ,  where women's 

s u f f r a g e  was endorsed .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  s u g g e s t i o n  was made 

t o  s e t  up P o l i t i c a l  E q u a l i t y  Leagues.  Two c i t i e s  i n  

B r i t i s h  Columbia responded:  V i c t o r i a  and Vancouver e a c h  

s e t  up a  League i n  1910,  t o  be fo l lowed  i n  1912 by Winnipeg 

and Toronto .  I n  many a r e a s  t h i s  was u n n e c e s s a r y ,  a s  v i a b l e  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l r e a d y  e x i s t e d .  By Februa ry  o f  1912,  e i g h t  

s o c i e t i e s  were f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  t h e  c i t y  o f  Toronto  a l o n e .  
6 

4 .  I b i d . ,  p .  46. 

5 .  C leve rdon ,  op .  c i t . ,  p .  31. 

6 .  I b i d . ,  p .  36. The e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  League i n  Toron to ,  - c a u s i n g  obv ious  d u p l i c a t i o n ,  was s e e n  by Cleverdon a s  a  
p e r s o n a l  a m b i t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p .  



THE WASHINGTON EXPERIENCE 

I n  Washington a  p a r a l l e l  r e s u r g e n c e  was a l s o  d i s -  

c e r n a b l e .  There  i t  came from somewhat d i f f e r e n t  s o u r c e s  

t h a n  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  however.  Through s u c c e s s f u l  a g i -  

t a t i o n  women had been  g r a n t e d  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  i n  1883 - o n l y  

t o  have them a n n u l l e d  i n  t h e  c o u r t s  f o u r  y e a r s  l a t e r .  1n 

1888,  a n o t h e r  F r a n c h i s e  Act  was p a s s e d  - t h i s  t i m e  i t  was 

r e n d e r e d  v o i d  when Washington became a  s t a t e :  somehow t h e  

f r a m e r s  o f  t h e  new c o n s t i t u t i o n  n e g l e c t e d  t o  i n c l u d e  p r o v i -  

s i o n s  f o r  women's f r a n c h i s e .  S u f f r a g e  a g i t a t i o n  v i r t u a l l y  

came t o  a  s t a n d s t i l l  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t e n  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h i s  

s e t  back .  

I n  1908, t h e  n e x t  upswing o f  a c t i v i t y  deve loped :  

women a t t e n d e d  a  Washington Equal  S u f f r a g e  Convention and 

p l a n n e d  a  mammoth campaign which succeeded  i n  winn ing  v o t i n g  

r i g h t s  a t  t h e  end of a  y e a r  o f  i n t e n s e  a c t i v i t y .  

T h e i r  immediate  accompl i shmen t s ,  c l o s e l y  s c r u t i n i z e d  

by s u f f r a g e  f o r c e s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia,  were summarized by 

B a i l y :  

7 .  The accomplishments  d u r i n g  t h e s e  f o u r  y e a r s  were p u t  s u c -  
c i n c t l y  by A d e l l a  P a r k e r  i n  a  S u f f r a g e  l e a f l e t :  "Women 
f i r s t  v o t e d  i n  Washington i n  1814 . . .  They v o t e d  i n  1885 
and 1886 and v o t e d  s o  w e l l  t h e y  d r o v e  most  o f  t h e  t h u g s  
and gamblers  o v e r  t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia." Pe rhaps  t h i s  ex-  
p l a i n s  e a r l y  s u f f r a g e  a c t i v i t y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia! Leaf-  
l e t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  from N . A .  A u l t ,  " The E a r n e s t  L a d i e s :  
The Walla  Wal la  Women's Club and t h e  Equal  S u f f r a g e  League 
of 18869"  . P a c i f i c  Nor thwest  Q u a r t e r l y ,  Vol .  4 2 ,  1951,  
p .  129 .  



I n  o t h e r  words ,  w i t h i n  t h e  s p a c e  o f  a  month, 
t h e  women have ' f i r e d '  one mayor, e l e c t e d  a n o t h e r ,  
chose  t h e i r  own l e g i s l a t i v e  body, and showed 
p o l i t i c i a n s  t h a t  a d v e r t i s i n g  and o r g a n i z a t i o n  
and p a i d  workers  c u t  n o t  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  f i g u r e  
w i t h  women when women d e c i d e  t o  i n ~ u r ~ e . ~  

PROGRAMME AND ACTIVITY OF THE POLITICAL EQUALITY LEAGUE 

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  found ing  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a  P.E.L. 

i n  May 1910,  a  b ranch  was e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  Vancouver.  These 

two groups  o f f i c i a l l y  u n i t e d  t o  form t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

P o l i t i c a l  E q u a l i t y  League (BCPEL). Membership was non- 

e x c l u s i o n a r y  upon t h e  payment o f  a  f i f t y  c e n t  f e e  and a l -  

though men c o u l d  become honora ry  members, t h e  major  p a r t  

of o r g a n i z i n g  was c a r r i e d  o u t  by women. 

The L e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  B.C.P.E.L. was f a m i l i a r :  f o r  

example t h e  f i r s t  P r e s i d e n t  o f  b o t h  t h e  V i c t o r i a  and t h e  

B.C.P.E.L. groups  was Mrs. Gordon G r a n t ,  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

t h e  W . C . T . U . ' s  depa r tmen t  o f  L e g i s l a t i o n ,  P e t i t i o n  and 

F r a n c h i s e .  Mrs. Lashley  H a l l ,  t h e  Vancouver P r e s i d e n t  was 

a l s o  a  W . C . T . U .  member i n  t h e  E v a n g e l i s t i c  Department .  The 

8. C . H .  B a i l e y ,  'How Washington Women Regained t h e  B a l l o t 1 ,  
P a c i f i c  Monthly,  J u l y  1911,  Volume X X V I ,  p .  2 .  

9 .  E l s i e  Gregory MacGi l l ,  My Mother t h e  Judge ,  A Biography 
o f  Judge  Helen Gregory f i c G i l l , ( T ? o n F  Rye?son P r e s s ,  
m - 5 5  ,) Note: T h e a l l  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e  
W . C . T . U .  does n o t  a p p e a r  t o  have ex tended  t o  p o l i c y  d e c i -  
s i o n s .  The q u e s t i o n  o f  p r o h i b i t i o n  was never  adop ted  by 
t h e  League n o r  were r e f e r e n c e s  made t o  i t  i n  t h e i r  p r o -  
gramme. 



o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s k i l l s  o f  t h e s e  women p roved  v a l u a b l e  - 

t h e  growth o f  t h e  League was r a p i d .  A p r o v i n c e  wide 

campaign was l a u n c h e d ,  i n  October  o f  1912, and Dorothy 

Davis  was a p p o i n t e d  ' O r g a n i z e r  f o r  t h e  I n t e r i o r  of  B r i t i s h  

Columbia ' .  She began an e x t e n s i v e  t o u r  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e  i n  

December. A t  each  s m a l l  town s h e  c o n t a c t e d  l o c a l  i n d i v i d u a l s  

o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  a t t e m p t s  t o  i n t e r e s t  them i n  h e r  cause :  

The work of  o r g a n i z i n g  m e e t i n g s  was no s m a l l  one ,  
a s  w i t h  o n l y  a  few h o u r s  i n  most c a s e  a t  h e r  
d i s p o s a l ,  s h e  had t o  g e t  a  h a l l ,  f i n d  a  cha i rman,  
t h e n  d i s t r i b u t e  b i l l s  and s e c u r e  h e r  a u d i e n c e  a t  
each  p l a c e  s h e  v i s i t e d . 1 • ‹  

A t  t h e  end o f  h e r  t r i p  t h e  i d e a  o f  ' v o t e s  f o r  

women' had  been  i n t r o d u c e d  t o  o v e r  t h i r t y  c e n t r e s  and ,  i n  

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  them, v i a b l e  groups  had been  e s t a b l i s h e d .  

Kelowna and P e n t i c t o n  h e l d  t h e  l a r g e s t  mee t ings  ( w i t h  o v e r  

one hundred  p e r s o n s  p r e s e n t )  and c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  

numbers of  new members. The F r a s e r  V a l l e y  Region was o r -  

g a n i z e d  by Mrs. L a s h l e y  H a l l  who met w i t h  women i n  Ash- 

c r o f t ,  A g g a s i z ,  M i s s i o n  C i t y  and Kamloops, e s t a b l i s h i n g  

League b r a n c h e s  i n  each  c e n t r e .  11 

By F e b r u a r y  o f  1913,  t h e  Vancouver d i s t r i c t  had 

n i n e  o p e r a t i n g  b r a n c h e s  - P o i n t  Grey ,  New Wes tmins te r ,  Cen- 

t r a l  P a r k ,  South  Vancouver,  S a p p e r t o n ,  Mount P l e a s a n t ,  F a i r -  

10 .  The Champion, J a n u a r y  1913,  p .  13 .  

11. I b i d . ,  November 1912,  p .  1 2 .  



7 7  

v iew,  Nor th  Vancouver and P o r t  Nancy. Three  months l a t e r ,  

The Champion r e p o r t e d  t h a t  " thousands  o f  members be longed" ,  

a l t h o u g h  o n l y  t h r e e  t o  f o u r  hundred  women c a r r i e d  t h e  work 

l o a d .  l3 On t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e s e  numbers a l o n e ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  

t h a t  a t  l e a s t  c e r t a i n  s e c t o r s  of  t h e  working  c l a s s  were  

i n v o l v e d .  One p i e c e  o f  e v i d e n c e  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  t h i s  c l a i m  

was a  r e p o r t  from R e v e l s t o k e  t h a t "  women of  l e i s u r e ,  women 

w i t h  no l e i s u r e ,  women w i t h  p o s i t i o n  and women w i t h o u t ,  have 

a l s o  massed t o g e t h e r  . . .  i n  one l o n g  s t r o n g  p u l l  f o r  women's 

f reedom. "I4 The l e a d e r s h i p  and most o f  t h e  a c t i v e  membership 

came from t h e  midd le  c l a s s ,  however.  The c o n t i n u a l l y  r e -  

p o r t e d  t e a s  a t  t h e  Empress H o t e l  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  a f t e r n o o n  

p a r l o u r  mee t ings  and member1 s t r i p s  ab road  were  c l e a r l y  no 

p l e a s u r e s  which working  women c o u l d  a f f o r d .  

The programme o f  t h e  League, f e a t u r e d  on t h e  f r o n t  

page  o f  each  e d i t i o n  o f  t h e i r  monthly p a p e r  (The  Champion), 

c e n t r e d  on ,  b u t  was n o t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  

v o t e .  The g r o u p ' s  f i r s t  p rogrammat ic  p o i n t  was " t o  e s t a -  

b l i s h  t h e  P o l i t i c a l ,  S o c i a l  and I n d i v i d u a l  R i g h t s  o f  men and 

women." I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  League s o u g h t  t o  "remedy e v i l s  i n  

t h e  s o c i e t y  and t o  e d u c a t e  t h e  p u b l i c  on t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  

-- - 

1 2 .  I b i d . ,  Februa ry  1913,  p .  14 .  

13 .  I b i d . ,  May, 1913,  p .  4 .  

1 4 .  I b i d . ,  J a n u a r y ,  1913,  p .  8 .  



some B r i t i s h  Columbia laws a s  t h e y  a f f e c t e d  women and 

c h i l d r e n . "  The l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women was a p p a l l i n g ,  a c c o r d -  

i n g  t o  t h e  League,  and t h e y  must campaign s o :  

. . .  t h a t  women might  o b t a i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  human 
b e i n g s .  On t h e  s t a t u r e  book s h e  was t r e a t e d  g e n e r a l -  
l y  a s  a  p i e c e  o f  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y ,  a  c h a t t e l ,  which 
was a  t h i n g  which any woman, o r  many wor th  a n y t h i n g ,  
f i n d  i n t o l e r a b l e .  15  

To t h e s e  ends " the  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e  was i n d i s p e n s a b l e . "  

Women's f r a n c h i s e  was once a g a i n  t h e r e f o r e ,  a  d e r i v a t i v e  g o a l  

o f  s u f f r a g e  f o r c e s .  The Champion p u t  t h i s  way : 

We a r e  s t r i v i n g  f o r  t h e  e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t  o f  women, 
b u t  t h e  v o t e  i s  n o t  t h e  end,  b u t  a  means t o  an end.  
I t  i s  n o t  an  i d e a l  which women s e t  b e f o r e  them, 
b u t  an i n d i c a t i o n  o f  a  changed men ta l  a t t i t u d e  
towards o u t e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and t h e  envi ronment ,  
which i n  t u r n  i s  t h e  outcome o f  an i n t e r n a l  p r o c e s s  
of  unfoldment  and development  i n  harmony w i t h  t h e  
Law o f  L i f e  . . .  I t  i s  n o t  t h e  v o t e  t h a t  w i l l  work 
m i r a c l e s ,  b u t  t h e  s i r i t  t h a t  d i s c e r n s  t h e  need and 
makes t h e  demand. l& 

But t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  women were p r e p a r e d  t o  make a s  

a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  new ' s p i r i t '  were never  e x t e n s i v e .  I n e q u i t i e s ,  

f o r  t h e  League a t  l e a s t ,  would be u l t i m a t e l y  s o l v e d  th rough  

changes i n  t h e  S t a t u t e  books - and changes were b a d l y  r e q u i r e d ,  

a s  t h e  women d i s c o v e r e d  upon i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

15 .  I b i d . ,  J a n u a r y ,  1913,  p .  1 3 .  

16 .  I b i d . ,  December 1912,  p .  20. 
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THE LEGAL STATUS OF WOMEN 

The U n i v e r s i t y  Women's Club began t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  women s h o r t l y  a f t e r  i t s  f o r m a t i o n  i n  

Vancouver i n  1910. l7 Helen Gregory MacGi l l ,  l a t e r  t o  become 

t h e  f i r s t  woman judge i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e ,  c h a i r e d  t h e  C l u b ' s  

'Committee f o r  B e t t e r  Laws f o r  Women and C h i l d r e n  i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia . '  I n  t h a t  c a p a c i t y ,  s h e  a r r a n g e d  f o r  l a w y e r s  t o  

a d d r e s s  c l u b  mee t ings  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  

A f t e r  a  more tho rough  r e s e a r c h  of  h e r  own, MacGil l  

1 9  d i s c o v e r e d  some a s t o u n d i n g  f a c t s :  Domestic l e g i s l a t i o n " ,  

1 1  s h e  r e p o r t e d ,  was more a n t i q u a t e d  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia t h a n  

anywhere e l s e  i n  Canada, i n  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  and i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s .  "I8 The I m p e r i a l  P r o c l a m a t i o n  o f  1858,  making t h e  main-  

l a n d  a  Crown Colony c o n t a i n e d  a  s e c t i o n  which s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  

" t h e  c u r r e n t  law i n  England p r e v a i l s  i n  t h e  Colony s u b j e c t  t o  

I I change by C o l o n i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Of c o u r s e ,  - by 1910 - 

v e r y  l i t t l e  l e g i s l a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  women had 

been  e n a c t e d .  The r e s u l t  was t h a t  women c o n t i n u e d  t o  b e  sub-  

j e c t  t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  laws  o f  1858 - which themse lves  o f t e n  

had n o t  been  amended f o r  c e n t u r i e s .  The most s t r i k i n g  example 

o f  t h i s  was a  p r o v i s i o n  s a n c t i o n i n g  t h e  m a r r i a g e  o f  twe lve  t o  

1 7 .  The membership o f  t h i s  c l u b  was c o n f i n e d  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  
g r a d u a t e s .  Wi th in  t h i s  s e l e c t  g roup ,  d e g r e e  h o l d e r s  
from any u n i v e r s i t y  i n  t h e  wor ld  q u a l i f i e d .  

1 8 .  E l s i e  Gregory MacGi l l ,  op. - c i t . ,  p .  1 1 9 .  



f o u r t e e n  y e a r  o l d  g i r l s  w i t h  t h e  f a t h e r ' s  c o n s e n t  o n l y .  Mac- 

G i l l  t r a c e d  t h e  o r i g i n  o f  t h i s  law t o  t h e  S i x t h  Cen tu ry  A . D . !  

The G u a r d i a n s h i p  Law was a lmos t  a s  a n c i e n t .  T h i s  s t a t u t e  gave 

t o t a l  g u a r d i a n s h i p  r i g h t s  t o  a  f a t h e r .  The o n l y  r e c o u r s e  open 

t o  t h e  mother  was a  p r o v i s i o n  e n a b l i n g  h e r  t o  p e t i t i o n  t h e  

c o u r t .  However, i f  t h e  c h i l d  was o v e r  seven  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  t h e  

m o t h e r ' s  p e t i t i o n  c o u l d  o n l y  a p p l y  t o  v i s i t i n g  r i g h t s .  Because 

i t  r e q u i r e d  c o u r t  a c t i o n ,  and t h e  a t t e n d a n t  e x p e n s e s ,  t o  o b t a i n  

even t h i s  minimal  p r o t e c t i o n ,  i n  p r a c t i c e  i t  meant t h a t  one 

p a r e n t ,  t h e  f a t h e r ,  had  t o t a l  g u a r d i a n s h i p  r i g h t s .  l9 MacGil l  

t r a c e d  t h i s  s t a t u t e  t o  a  B r i t i s h  law p a s s e d  i n  1660.  
20 

The Divorce  Laws, t r a c e d  back t o  t h e  E n g l i s h  M a r r i -  

age  and Divorce  Act of  1857,  gave men t h e  r i g h t  t o  d i v o r c e  

women on t h e  grounds o f  i n f i d e l i t y .  A woman, on t h e  o t h e r  

hand,  was f o r c e d  t o  p rove  t h a t  h e r  husband was bigamous o r  

had  i n f l i c t e d  g r o s s  c r u e l t y  on h e r .  

O t h e r  u n f a i r  laws which MacGil l  r e s e a r c h e d  i n c l u d e d  

t h e  P r o p e r t y  Act and t h e  D e s e r t e d  W i f e ' s  A c t .  The fo rmer  gave 

women l i m i t e d  r i g h t s  i n  h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  e s t a t e  upon h i s  d e a t h .  
2 1  

For example: 

1 9 .  B . C .  P o l i t i c a l  E q u a l i t y  League,  P o i n t s  i n  t h e  Laws of  
B . C .  Regard ing  t h e  Lega l  S t a t u s  - d f e c  < p u b . ,  c d . ,  
p .  6 .  

20. E l s i e  Gregory MacGi l l ,  op. - c i t . ,  p .  120 .  

2 1 .  The P r o p e r t y  Act  c l e a r l y  was i n a p p l i c a b l e  t o  l a r g e  numbers 
o f  p e o p l e  s imply  b e c a u s e  few workers  owned p r o p e r t y .  



( a )  I f  a  husband d i e d  w i t h o u t  a  w i l l ,  h i s  w i f e  
and c h i l d r e n  d i v i d e d  h i s  e s t a t e .  One t h i r d  
went t o  h i s  w i f e  - p r o v i d i n g  deeds  had n o t  been 
drawn up which f o r b a d  dowers.  The c h i l d r e n  were 
e n t i t l e d  t o  two t h i r d s  and,  upon t h e  d e a t h  o f  
t h e  w i f e ,  h e r  s h a r e .  

(b)  I f  t h e r e  were no c h i l d r e n  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r  
f a m i l y ,  o n l y  one  h a l f  o f  t h e  e s t a t e  c o u l d  b e  
c l a imed  by t h e  w i f e ;  t h e  r emainder  was d i s t r i -  
b u t e d  among h e r  h u s b a n d ' s  r e l a t i v e s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  
how d i s t a n t  t h e y  may b e .  I f  r e l a t i v e s  c o u l d  n o t  
b e  l o c a t e d ,  t h e  Crown assumed t h a t  h a l f  of t h e  
e s t a t e .  2 2  

The p r o v i s i o n s  o p e r a t i v e  upon t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  w i f e  were s l i g h t l y  

d i f f e r e n t .  I f  c h i l d r e n  were i n v o l v e d  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  remained 

as above.  I f  t h e r e  were no c h i l d r e n ,  however,  t h e  husband 

c o u l d  c l a i m  t h e  e n t i r e  e s t a t e .  A t  t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  c h i l d ,  c i r -  

cumstances were s i m i l a r :  t h e  f a t h e r  r e c e i v e d  t h e  e n t i r e  

e s t a t e .  2 3  

The D e s e r t e d  Wives Act was j u s t  a s  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  

and c o u l d ,  i f  implemented,  a f f e c t  l a r g e r  segments  o f  t h e  pop- 

u l a t i o n .  T h i s  A c t  gave men who d e s e r t e d  t h e i r  wives  t h e  r i g h t  

t o  r e t u r n  and c l a i m  a l l  o f  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  e a r n i n g s .  I n  some 

s i t u a t i o n s ,  he  c o u l d  even demand t h o s e  o f  h i s  w i f e .  

The U n i v e r s i t y  Womens' Club and t h e  Local  Counci l  o f  

Women, upon comple t ion  o f  t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  p r e p a r e d  a  

2 2 .  B . C .  P o l i t i c a l  E q u a l i 2  -. League, - -- op. tit_. , p .  4 .  ( c e n t r a l  
W t s  paraphrase-TJT 

2 3 .  Although most c h i l d r e n  had no e s t a t e s ,  t h e  f o r m u l a t i o n  of  
t h e  law i s  i m p o r t a n t  s imply  because  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  a t t i t u d e  
i t  r e f l e c t s .  



p e t i t i o n  t o  p r e s e n t  t o  At to rney  General  Bowser, wi th  a  

r e q u e s t  f o r  r e v i s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The League women dev ised  

a  d i f f e r e n t  s t r a t e g y .  Although they publ i shed  t h e  r e sea rch  

widely ,  they  r e f r a i n e d  from add re s s ing  themselves t o  s p e c i f i c  

laws.  They exp la ined  t h e i r  s t r a t e g y  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  i f  

s p e c i f i c  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e q u e s t s  were g ran t ed ,  men would argue 

t h a t  women had a l l  t h e i r  l e g a l  r i g h t s ,  and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  vo t e  

was unnecessary .  2 4  Consequently,  they  concen t r a t ed  s o l e l y  on 

t h e  a t t a inmen t  o f  t h e  v o t e .  This  p r o c e s s ,  t hey  s t r e s s e d  was 

" c l e a r l y  e v o l u t i o n a r y ,  n o t  r e v o l u t i o n a r ~ '  . 25  The i r  r o l e  was 

simply t o  encourage t h i s  s o c i a l  e v o l u t i o n .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  

s t r a t e g y  employed, whi le  somewhat more c o l o u r f u l ,  was e s sen -  

t i a l l y  t h e  same a s  t h a t  used by t h e  W . C . T . U .  i n  t h e  p reced ing  

decades .  

TENSION AND CO-OPERATION BETWEEN SUFFRAGE ORGANIZATIONS 

However, because of t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  numbers of  women 

involved,  and t h e i r  d i v e r g e n t  t a c t i c a l  approaches ,  s e v e r a l  

c o n t r o v e r s i e s  a r o s e .  This  approach agreed upon by a l l  women 

was one of educa t ing  t h e  p u b l i c .  To t h i s  end,  t h e  P.E.L. 

2 4 .  The Champion, February 1913, p .  4 .  

2 5 .  I b i d . ,  August 1913, p .  7 .  



i n i t i a t e d  a  s e r i e s  o f  p a r l o u r  mee t ings .  I n  Vancouver,  a  

d i f f e r e n c e  of  op in ion  occu r r ed  a t  once:  

Some main ta ined  they  shou ld  have t h e  p u b l i c  p l a t -  
form i n  s eek ing  popu la r  s u p p o r t .  Others  looked 
askance a t  sugges t i ons  of such unwomanly behaviour  
and f avo red  q u i e t  ' e d u c a t i o n a l '  meet ings  i n  draw- 
i n g  rooms and p a r l o u r s .  F i n a l l y  t h e  v e r b a l  s k i r -  
mishes became t o o  b r i s k ,  f e e l i n g  over f lowed ,  and 
t h e  m i n o r i t y  r e t i r e d  t o  form t h e  B . C .  Equal Fran-  
c h i s e  A s s o c i a t i o n  under t h e  e q u a l l y  a b l e  and 
e q u a l l y  charming A l i c e  Ashworth Townley, t h e  
w r i t e r .  26 

The p a r t i n g  o f  t h e  ways was n o t  h o s t i l e  and MacGil l ,  among 

o t h e r s ,  welcomed t h e  s p l i t  f o r  i t  had t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  i n -  

v o l v i n g  b roade r  and more d i v e r s e  l a y e r s  of  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n .  

"We grow l i k e  p e s t s  :' she  w r o t e , "  by segmenta t ion1 ' .  2 7 

I n  V i c t o r i a ,  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  c o n t r o v e r s y  neve r  a r o s e  

i n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  and u l t i m a t e l y  t h e  P . E . L .  i n  bo th  c i t i e s  

r e s o r t e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  meet ing fo rmat ,  a l t hough  s m a l l e r  s t u d y  

groups were s t i l l  main ta ined .  The women who a t t e n d e d  d i s -  

cussed t h e  i n e q u i t i e s  t h e y  f a c e d  each  day. For example, one 

member of an  e d u c a t i o n a l  group r e p o r t e d  t h a t  i n  Vancouver 

t h r e e  hundred c h i l d r e n  had d i e d  du r ing  f o u r  months o f  t h e  

y e a r  1910,  due t o  impure m i l k ,  When t h e  woman had t h e  mi lk  

ana lyzed ,  i t  was r e v e a l e d  t h a t ,  r a t h e r  than  ' m i l k ' ,  t h e  l i q u i d  

be ing  s o l d  under  t h a t  name was a  chemical  concoc t i on .  2 8  I n s t e a d  

26. E l s i e  Gregory MacGil l ,  op. - c i t . ,  p .  125.  

2 7 .  Helen Gregory MacGil l ,  H i s t o r  of Women's S u f f r a g e  i n  B . C . ,  
n .  pub. , n .  d .  , ( d o c u m e n d i r i 7 i a n c o u v e r  C i t y  A r c h i v - s  

28. - The Champion, November 1912, p .  7 .  



of a c t i n g  upon immediate g r ievances  however, t h e  League 

channe l led  women's energy i n t o  s u f f r a g e  work. 

La t e r  c o n t r o v e r s i e s ,  and t h e r e  were s e v e r a l ,  were 

viewed wi th  an a t t i t u d e  s i m i l a r  t o  M a c G i l l l s .  I n  A p r i l  of 

1913,  t h e  Vancouver branch of  t h e  P . E . L .  severed  connec t ions  

w i th  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  group and became t h e  P ioneer  P o l i t i c a l  

E q u a l i t y  League. The membership of t h i s  group was d i v e r s e  - 

perhaps t h e  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  nex t  d i v i s i o n  which r e s u l t e d  i n  a  

group c a l l e d  t h e  Vancouver Su f f r age  League. 29 

References  e x i s t  which name y e t  one more o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  

t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia Women's Suf f rage  S o c i e t y .  The organ of  

t h i s  group was The Outlook.  30 Under t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of  Helena 

Gu t t e r idge ,  an o r g a n i z e r  f o r  t h e  United Garment Workers Union, 

t h e  group met once weekly a t  evening meet ings  i n  t h e  Labour 

Temple. Gu t t e r idge  was a b l e  t o  use  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  of  t h i s  

b u i l d i n g ,  s i n c e  she  was a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t o  t he  Vancouver 

Trades and Labour Council .  Other s u f f r a g e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  

t h e  c i t y  f e l t  t h a t  evening meetings f o r  women were luncomelyl 

and consequent ly  Gu t t e r idge  never  a t t a i n e d  prominence among 

t h e  ' p r o p e r 1  m i d d l e - c l a s s  l e a d e r s h i p .  31 

29.  The group publ i shed  a  bi-weekly 'The - Pioneer  Woman'. To 
my knowledge cop ie s  of t h i s  paper a r e  n o t  i n  e x i s t e n c e  
and t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  d i v i s i o n  has  no t  been documented. 

30. Copies o f  The Outlook have a l s o  d i sappeared .  

31. This f a c t  i s  based on a  p r i v a t e  conve r sa t i on  w i t h  Mary Norton, 
a  s u f f r a g e t t e  of t h e  P . P . E . L .  now r e s i d i n g  i n  Vancouver. Gut- 
t e r i d g e  l a t e r  ach ieved  r e c o g n i t i o n  a s  t h e  f i r s t  Alderwoman 
e l e c t e d  upon a  s o c i a l i s t  p l a t fo rm p r i m a r i l y  concerned wi th  
Vancouver hous ing  problem. 



The f i r s t  and on ly  s t r o n g  disagreement  recorded i n  

V i c t o r i a  occur red  i n  December of 1913, and r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  

e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  Women's Freedom Union, commonly known a s  

t h e  'Go-Aheads'. Dorothy Davis,  p rev ious  P . E . L .  Organizer  of 

t h e  I n t e r i o r ,  assumed t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h i s  new group. J u s t  

p r i o r  t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  however, she  mar r ied  and l e f t  f o r  a  

t h r e e  month t r i p  t o  England. A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  group s t a t e d  

" f o r  t h e  nex t  t h r e e  months i t  would devote  i t s  e n e r g i e s  t o  

h e l p i n g  a long s u f f r a g e  work g e n e r a l l y  and t h e  s a l e  o f  - The 

Champion u n t i l  o r g a n i z e r  Dorothy Bishop r e t u r n s  from t h e  o ld  

count ry  ." 32 The P . E . L .  r e p o r t e d  t h e  disagreement w i t h  l i t t l e  

h o s t i l i t y :  

D iv i s ion  i s  n o t  by any means d i s s e n s i o n ,  much 
l e s s  r i v a l r y ;  i t  impl ies  r a t h e r  a  quickening 
of i n d i v i d u a l  f a i t h  and a  s ense  of i n d i v i d u a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  33 

Although t h e  b a s i s  of disagreement i s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o u t -  

l i n e d ,  some sugges t i ons  can be gleaned from t h e  same i s s u e  of  

The Champion i n  which t h i s  s t a t emen t  was i n s e r t e d :  

I t  i s  s a i d  i n  some c i r c l e s  t h a t  t h i s  League i s  
Conservat ive  i n  p r i n c i p l e  and suppor t s  t h e  p r e s e n t  
government ... ( t h i s  i s )  f o o l i s h  . . .  I t  i s  essen-  
t i a l l y  a  non-par ty  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and imposes no 
p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  o b l i g a t i o n s  upon i t s  members.34 

32. - The Champion, January  1914, p .  3. 

33. I b i d . ,  December 1913, p .  5 .  

34. I b i d . ,  December 1913, p .  5 .  



In  s p i t e  of t h e s e  d i sagreements ,  a l l  groups u n i t e d  

i n  c a r r y i n g  ou t  t h e  educa t iona l  t a s k s  which t hey  saw as  funda- 

mental .  Most groups c o n t r i b u t e d  news i tems t o  The Champion 

which was an important  educa t iona l  t o o l  s e r v i n g  a l l  t h e  

groups .  35 A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  d i v i s i o n s ,  each group developed 

independent and v a r i e d  t a c t i c s  t o  r a i s e  t h e  l e v e l  of  consc ious-  

ne s s  of B r i t i s h  Columbia women. D i s t r i b u t i o n  of  The - Champion 

was c a r r i e d  ou t  by o t h e r  women's groups ,  such a s  t h e  W . C . T . U . ,  

a s  w e l l  a s  by l a r g e  companies: The Canadian P a c i f i c  Railways 

News Department began t o  t ake  s i x  hundred f i f t y  cop ies  f o r  t h e  

ra i lway  and one hundred f o r  magazine shops aboard f e r r i e s  

t r a v e l l i n g  between t h e  Mainland and t h e  I s l a n d .  36 Other 

j o i n t  a c t i v i t i e s  inc luded  t a g  days which were h e l d  t o  r a i s e  

money and t o  t a l k  t o  shoppers ,  s a t i r i c a l  p l a y s  were performed - 

such a s  'How The Vote Was Won1 ( a  p o r t r a y a l  of a  r o l e  r e v e r s a l  

between men and women), mock Par l i aments  were p re sen t ed ,  e t c .  

I n  summary, a l though  numerous o r g a n i z a t i o n s  e x i s t e d  

a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes ,  working r e l a t i o n s  were developed between 

them - t hey  sha red  a  common ideology and employed t h e  same 

35. The Champion, t h e  most f i r m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  s u f f r a g e  news- 
paper ,  was recognized a s  t h e  12g i t ima te  vo i ce  of  women i n  
t h e  p rov ince .  D i s t r i b u t i o n  was e x t e n s i v e .  

36. The Champion, June 1913, p .  4 .  



gene ra l  t a c t i c s .  That i s ,  a l though c o n t r o v e r s i e s  e x i s t e d  a s  

t o  t h e  time and l o c a t i o n  of meet ings ,  t h e  important  p o i n t  i s  

t h a t  meetings were t h e  medium through which e d u c a t i o n a l  e f f o r t s  

were channe l led .  T a c t i c s  beyond t h i s  scope ,  such a s  t h e  m i l i -  

t a n t  a c t i o n s  and c o n f r o n t a t i o n  p o l i t i c s  e x e r c i s e d  by t h e  

B r i t i s h  s u f f r a g e t t e s ,  were never  indulged i n  by B r i t i s h  Colum- 

b i a  s u f f r a g e  f o r c e s .  

BRITISH-CANADIAN RELATIONS 

The a t t i t u d e  they  d i sp l ayed  toward t h e  B r i t i s h  move- 

ment was i n t e r e s t i n g .  According t o  Cleverdon,  " the  c o a s t a l  

s u f f r a g i s t s  had t o  contend wi th  a  type of p r e s s  campaign" 

which d i s t u r b e d  o t h e r  s u f f r a g e  f o r c e s  ve ry  l i t t l e .  

Th is  was a  tendency on t h e  p a r t  of some 
west  c o a s t  newspapers t o  p l a y  up s t o r i e s  
of B r i t i s h  m i l i t a n t  s u f f r a g e  a c t i v i t i e s .  
Between 1912 and 1914, t h e  i n f l u e n t i a l  
V i c t o r i a  Dai ly  Times f e a t u r e d  l u r i d  i tems 
c a l c u l a t e d  t o  ca t ch  t h e  r e a d e r ' s  eye t h e  
moment he unfolded h i s  pape r .  37 

This  a t t i t u d e  she  a t t r i b u t e s  t o  a  s t r o n g  a t tachment  

by B r i t i s h  Clumbians t o  t h e  'Mother Count ry ' .  Such a  perspec-  

t i v e  was no t  shared  by B . C .  s u f f r a g e t t e s  however: r e f e r e n c e s  

made t o  t h e  B r i t i s h  m i l i t a n c y  c o n t i n u a l l y  l o c a t e d  t h e  cause  

of t h e i r  a c t i o n s  a s  t h e  i n t r a n s i g e n c y  of t h e  B r i t i s h  govern- 

ment. I n  f a c t ,  B r i t i s h  Columbian women occasionaLly used 

3 7 .  Cleverdon, op. c i t . ,  p .  85 .  
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v e i l e d  t h r e a t s  o f  m i l i t a n t  a c t i o n  i f  t h e  government r e t a i n e d  

i t s  i r r e s o l u t e  p o s i t i o n  on t h e  v o t e .  

S u f f r a g e t t e s  from England were b r o u g h t  t o  Vancouver  

and V i c t o r i a  by t h e  f r a n c h i s e  groups  t o  a c t  a s  drawing c a r d s  

f o r  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s .  38 Emmeline Pankhurs t  v i s i t e d  t h e  p r o -  

v i n c e  i n  1911 and r e s i d e d  i n  " t h e  s e l e c t  r e s i d e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s  

o f  V i c t o r i a "  between August 1920 and J a n u a r y  1922.  39 B r i t i s h  

Columbian women were g r e a t l y  d i s c o n c e r t e d  when t h e  B r i t i s h  

s u f f r a g e t t e ,  Mrs. Pethwick  Lawrence, a d d r e s s e d  a  Vancouver 

p a r l o u r  mee t ing  llmounted on a  window s e a t f ~ ; ~  b u t  s h e  q u e l l e d  

t h e  concern  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s 1  s u f f r a g e t t e s  by s t a t i n g  t h a t  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia d i d  n o t  w a r r a n t  m i l i t a n t  

a c t i o n .  41 

With t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a  s i n g l e  i n c i d e n t ,  B r i t i s h  

m i l i t a n c y  a p p e a r s  t o  have been c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  homeland. The 

e x c e p t i o n  o c c u r r e d  on t h e  c l o s i n g  day o f  t h e  O n t a r i o  L e g i s l a -  

t i v e  Assembly 's  1910 s e s s i o n .  J u s t  a s  t h e  L ieu tenan t -Gover -  

n o r  r e a c h e d  t h e  end o f  h i s  a d d r e s s ,  a  young woman a r o s e  i n  

t h e  g a l l e r i e s  t o  s t a t e :  

There i s  j u s t  one t h i n g  you have f o r g o t t e n .  I 
o b j e c t  t o  t h i s  P a r l i a m e n t  c l o s i n g  w i t h o u t  do ing  

38. According  t o  Mary Nor ton ,  B . C .  S u f f r a g e t t e ,  t h i s  t a c t i c  
proved s u c c e s s f u l  and t h e  h a l l s  were f i l l e d .  

39. David M i t c h e l l ,  The F i g h t i n g  P a n k h u r s t s ,  (London: Cape, 
1967, )  p . p .  1 3 8 - 4 5 .  

40. E l s i e  Gregory MacGil l ,  op. - c i t . ,  p .  2 4 .  

41. The Champion, September 1912,  p .  1 5 .  



j u s t i c e  t o  women. Women a r e  j u s t  a s  much 
e n t i t l e d  t o  v o t e  a s  men. I hope t h a t  a t  your  
f u t u r e  m e e t i n g s  you w i l l  do more j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  
c a u s e  o f  women. T h i s  i s  a l l  I have t o  s a y  a t  
t h e  p r e s e n t .  Thank you.42 

Cleverdon a p t l y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  " t h u n d e r s t r u c k  

House": "Before  House o f f i c i a l s  had r e c o v e r e d  s u f f i c i e n t l y  

from t h e i r  p a r a l y s i s  t o  e j e c t  t h e  young woman by f o r c e ,  s h e  

had  d i s a p p e a r e d .  L a t e r  i t  was r e v e a l e d  t h a t  s h e  was Miss 

O l i v i a  Smith ,  o f  London, England,  and had a l r e a d y  s u f f e r e d  

imprisonment  f o r ' d i s t u r b i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  House o f  Commons. 1143 

But when t h e  Canadian pr ime m i n i s t e r  v i s i t e d  t h e i r  

homeland i n  1910,  t h e  E n g l i s h  s u f f r a g e  f o r c e s  made c e r t a i n  

t h e y  had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n f r o n t  him. The Champion, 

which showed g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  e n c o u n t e r ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  

a f t e r  one u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t ,  S i r  Rober t  Borden f i n a l l y  

a g r e e d  t o  meet w i t h  Miss B a r r e t t  o f  t h e  Women's S o c i a l  and 

P o l i t i c a l  Union. Miss B a r r e t t  a sked  Borden j u s t  one q u e s t i o n  - 

would h e  i n t r o d u c e  a  b i l l  which would g i v e  v o t e s  t o  women on 

h i s  r e t u r n ?  She e x p l a i n e d ,  when p o s i n g  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  t h a t  

l 9 & e  a r e  c o n s i d e r i n g  s e n d i n g  women t o  Canada and t h e  t y p e  o f  

d e p u t a t i o n  w i l l  depend upon your  answer." 4 4  She added t h a t  

42. Cleverdon,  op.  c i t . ,  p .  33. 

43. I b i d . ,  p .  33. 

44. - The Champion, September 1912, p .  1 0 .  



they  had d i s cus sed  "an immigration boycot t  a s  o t h e r  co lon i e s  

had a l r e a d y  r ece ived  t h e  v o t e .  "45 Borden's  r e p l y  was f i rm - 

he s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h e  f r a n c h i s e  was a  p r o v i n c i a l  

I I m a t t e r  b u t  t h e  Fede ra l  government was r e s e a r c h i n g  t h e  gene ra l  

I I I I f r a n c h i s e  law. He impar ted a l s o  t h a t  he d i d n ' t  know, p e r -  

s o n a l l y ,  of any i n j u s t i c e s "  b u t  he would be "happy t o  look a t  

I I them" and would be g lad  t o  meet w i th  d e l e g a t i o n s  i n  ~ a n a d a " .  

He emphat ica l ly  d i scounted  t h e  s e r i o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  t h r ea t ened  

emigra t ion  boycot t  and t h e  meeting a b r u p t l y  ended when Miss 

B a r r e t t  walked o u t ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  she  was n o t  s a t i s f i e d .  46 

This  t ype  of  meeting wi th  governmental o f f i c i a l s  was 

t y p i c a l  of many h e l d  i n  t h e  h a l l  o f  t h e  V i c t o r i a  L e g i s l a t i v e  

Assembly. 4 7  I n  f a c t ,  from 1910 u n t i l  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of  t h e  v o t e  

i n  1917, t h e  major t h r u s t  of  t h e  u n i t e d  s u f f r a g e  f o r c e s  was 

d i r e c t e d  towards t h e  Government. This  involved t h e  same pro-  

c e s s  i n i t i a t e d  by t h e  W . C . T . U .  i n  t h e  p reced ing  decades:  

p e t i t i o n s  t o  t h e  Government, and, i f  i t  was obvious t h a t  t h e r e  

would be no p o s i t i v e  response  dur ing  t h a t  y e a r ' s  s e s s i o n ,  

v i s i t s  wi th  M . L . A . ' s  i n  t h e  hope t h a t  one would p r e s e n t  a  

45. Women's Su f f r age  was achieved i n  1893 i n  New Zealand and 
i n  1894 i n  A u s t r a l i a .  

46. The Champion, September 1912, p .  10. 

4 7 .  However, t h e  B . C .  S u f f r a g e t t e s  d i d  n o t  use  t h e  m i l i t a n c y  
o f t e n  d i sp l ayed  by t h e  B r i t i s h  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  I n  f a c t  i n  
March 1914, when smoke from a  Vancouver mailbox,  newspapers 
jumped t o  t h e  conc lus ion  t h a t  women's r i g h t s  advocates  must 
have been involved .  The Champion v igo rous ly  denied t h i s  
charge ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  r e p o r t s  of  m i l i t a n t  a c t i v i t y  se rved  
only  t o  h u r t  t h e  cause .  



P r i v a t e  Member's B i l l  t o  e n f r a n c h i s e  women. 

Throughout t h i s  e n t i r e  p e r i o d  of a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  

Government remained i n  t h e  hands of  t h e  Conservat ive  P a r t y .  

Pa r ty  l i n e s  had f i r s t  been drawn i n  t h e  House a t  t h e  t u r n  of 

t h e  cen tu ry ,  f o l l owing  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of t h e  L i b e r a l  and 

Conservat ive  P a r t y  Assoc i a t i ons  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia. 

I n  1903, Richard McBride headed t h e  e a r l i e s t  govern- 

ment which was based on Dominion p a r t y  l i n e s .  48  A Dalhousie 

law s t u d e n t ,  McBride began h i s  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r  when he  con- 

I t  t e s t e d  a  s e a t  i n  t h e  1898 e l e c t i o n .  He r a n  a s  a  Turner man. 1 1  49 

The Turner Government, infamous f o r  t h e  c o r r u p t i o n  charges  l e v i -  

ed a g a i n s t  i t  and f o r  t h e  freedom wi th  which i t  d i sposed  of 

l and  g r a n t s ,  f i n a l l y  t opp led  i n  1898. A f t e r  a  s e r i e s  of  a t t emp t s  

by t h e  L ieu tenan t  Governor t o  appoin t  a  new government, James 

Dunsmuir became Premier .  McBride was made a  member of  Duns- 

m u i r ' s  Cabinet  and succeeded him a t  t h e  t ime of t h e  l a t t e r ' s  

r e s i g n a t i o n .  This f o u r t e e n  year  term was r i d d l e d  wi th  s o c i a l  

u n r e s t :  r a c i a l  t e n s i o n s  had developed i n t o  a n t i - O r i e n t a l  r i o t s ,  

48. Eleanor  Brown Mercer,  P o l i t i c a l  Grou s i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, 
1883-98, (Vancouver: U . B . C . ,  unpu 11s ehM.A. t h e s i s ,  
1937). 185. 

--+% 

Margaret A .  Ormsby, op. - c i t . ,  

50. Dunsmuir was a  member of  t h e  f i r s t  group of S c o t t i s h  Miners 
t o  work i n  t h e  c o a l  mines of t h e  Hudson Bay Company. When 
h i s  f e l l o w  workers s t r u c k  f o r  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  Dunsmuir 
r e f u s e d  and was e x t r a v a g a n t l y  rewarded wi th  h i s  own mine. 
(Dunsmuir Mines) . 



f e d e r a l - p r o v i n c i a l  r e l a t i o n s  were s t r a ineds1  and o p p o s i t i o n  

t o  McBride's ra i lway  p o l i c y  was growing. With t h e  a i d  of h i s  

At to rney  General ,  McBride was a b l e  t o  hold  t h e  government t o -  

g e t h e r .  By 1914, A . G .  Bowser had, i n  f a c t ,  assumed r e s p o n s i -  

b i l i t y  f o r  almost  a l l  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  p lann ing  and McBride's 

r o l e  had diminished i n t o  t h a t  of a  governmental f i gu rehead .  
52 

Bowser c a r r i e d  o u t  h i s  d u t i e s  a g g r e s s i v e l y .  For i n s t a n c e ,  

when McBride was i n  England, Bowser undertook t o  c rush  a  s t r i k e  

i n  t h e  Dunsmuir Mines by c a l l i n g  o u t  t h e  m i l i t i a .  Such was 

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  con tex t  i n  which s u f f r a g e  advocates  had t o  c a r r y  

on t h e i r  s t r u g g l e .  

51. This  t e n s i o n  a r o s e  from t h e  p rov inces  wish t o  p a s s  a n t i -  
O r i e n t a l  l e g i s l a t i o n .  Because t h e  Fede ra l  government 
d e s i r e d  t r a d e  w i t h  China,  t h e  L ieu tenan t  Governor d i s -  
al lowed each p r o v i n c i a l  a t t emp t .  

52. Ormsby, op. - c i t . ,  pp. 383-391. 



CHAPTER SIX 

THE HEIGHT OF SUFFRAGE ACTIVITY. 1912-14 

The newly a c t i v a t e d  women f i r s t  d i scovered  t h e  i n -  

t r ans igency  of  t h e  McBride a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  1911. 1.A l a r g e  

deputa t ion"  of W . C . T . U .  and P . E . L .  women wai ted  on t h e  Premier 

t o  ask f o r  f r a n c h i s e  r i g h t s  s i m i l a r  t o  those  enjoyed by men. 1 

However, i n  l i g h t  of t h e  ensuing e l e c t i o n ,  t h e  Government was 

doubly opposed t o  making any concess ion t o  t h e  women. The 

1912 e l e c t i o n  was one of t h e  most o u t s t a n d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  

v i c t o r i e s  ever  ach ieved  by a  p a r t y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia: two 

S o c i a l i s t  c and ida t e s  who won s e a t s  were t h e  on ly  non-conserva-  

t i v e s  r e  tu rned .  

The women, r e a l i z i n g  t h e  nega t ive  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  t h i s  

v i c t o r y  f o r  women's s u f f r a g e ,  immediately began t o  invo lve  

t h e i r  expanding membership i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  a  p e t i t i o n .  

During t h e  nex t  s i t t i n g  of  t h e  House, on February 1 4 ,  1913, 

t h e  l a r g e s t  s u f f r a g e  d e l e g a t i o n  eve r  t o  lobby t h e  government 

appeared a t  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly. I t  was announced i n  

t h e  Vancouver Province:  

This a f t e rnoon  a t  f i v e  o ' c l o c k  over  s i x t y  s u f f r a -  
g e t t e s  from a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  p rov ince  w i l l  f o r -  
g a t h e r  i n  t h e  rotunda of t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Bui ld ings  
under t h e  g r e a t  dome where they w i l l  p r e s e n t  a  
p e t i t i o n  t o  t h e  Premier s igned  by 10,000 persons .  

W . C . T . U .  Annual Convention Report ,  1912, p .  56 .  

2 .  Vancouver Dai ly  Province,  February 1 4 ,  1913,  p .  1. 



Between f i f t y  and s i x t y  women from p l a c e s  a s  d i s -  

t a n t  a s  Vancouver, Nanaimo, F e r n i e ,  Cres ton ,  Cranbrook, Ross- 

l a n d ,  P e n t i c t o n  and Kelowna were p r e s e n t  when McBride a r r i v e d .  

The speeches d e l i v e r e d  by t h r e e  of  t h e  women r e f l e c t e d  t h e  

d i v e r s e  ou t looks  of each of t h e  groups involved.  Mrs. Maria 

Grant ,  i n  h e r  c a p a c i t y  a s  head of t h e  B . C .  P.E.L. ,  spoke 

f i r s t :  tlWomen a l l  over  t h e  P a c i f i c  Coast save  i n  B r i t i s h  

I t  t t 
Columbia now had t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e ,  she  s a i d ,  and t h e  women 

of t h i s  count ry  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  i n j u s t i c e  of t h e  p o s i -  

t ion."  The nex t  speaker  was Dorothy Davis from t h e  'Go-Get ters '  

o f f shoo t  of t h e  V i c t o r i a  P.E.L. : "Men could  no t  unders tand  

t h e  oppos i t e  sex ,"  she  s a i d ,  "and i t  would be a  crowning 

achievement and a  most ch iva l rous  a c t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of t h i s  

government were i t  t o  extend the  f r a n c h i s e  t o  women o u t  of a  

generous impulse and wi thout  t h e  p r e s s u r e  of s t r u g g l e .  "3 The 

W . C . T . U .  i n f l u e n c e  was most n o t i c e a b l e  i n  t h e  l a s t  speech,  

g iven by a  M r s .  P. Tuckwell ,  who t a l k e d  about  how t h e  vo t e  

"would r e l i e v e  many downtrodden mothers from d e s t i t u t i o n  and 

from t h e  sorrows and ha rdsh ips  consequent upon t h e  incompe- 

t e n c e  of men be ing  a b l e  t o  suppor t  them. I f  t h e  v o t e  were 

g iven  women, t hey  would s p e e d i l y  remove from t h e i r  husbands 

and sons t h e  t emp ta t i ons  t o  which they  were s u b j e c t  and which 

a r e  now l e g a l i z e d  by law. They would vo t e  o u t  o f  e x i s t e n c e  

eve ry th ing  which now goes t o  make havoc o u t  of  t h e  home. , t  4 

3 .  I b i d . ,  February 15 ,  1913, p .  16.  

4 .  I b i d . ,  February 1 5 ,  1913, p .  16.  



S i r  Richard McBride d i d  no t  respond d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  

p e t i t i o n ,  bu t  made a  few gene ra l  comments a t  t h e  t ime ,  which 

s t a n d  ou t  i n  sha rp  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  government 's  o f f i c i a l  r e p l y ,  

d e l i v e r e d  s e v e r a l  days l a t e r .  

Let  me say a t  once t h a t  t h e  government very  
g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  presence he re  t h i s  
a f t e rnoon  of s o  l a r g e ,  so r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  and 
so  i n f l u e n c i a l  a  d e l e g a t i o n  ... Many of you 
have e v i d e n t l y  performed long  journeys  i n  o r d e r  
t o  be wi th  your co l l eagues  a t  t h i s  meet ing,  and 
t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of t h e  ca se  t o  
which we have been s o  p r i v i l e g e d  t o  l i s t e n  . . .  
The p r e s e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  has  never  made t h e  ques-  
t i o n  a  m a t t e r  of p o l i c y  . . .  I t  seems t o  me t h a t  
because of t h e  very  sp l end id  e f f o r t  which you 
and your a s s o c i a t e s  have p u t  f o r t h  ( t h a t )  I may 
d i s c u s s  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  wi th  t h e  Members of  t h e  
Cabinet  e a r l y  nex t  week and acqua in t  you a s  
soon a s  p o s s i b l e  w i th  the  r e s u l t s .  5  

McBride concluded by a s s u r i n g  t h e  women t h a t  i f  t h e  government 

could  no t  i n t roduce  a  b i l l  t h a t  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  op t ion  of  a 

p r i v a t e  member's b i l l  remained open. He po in t ed  o u t  t h a t  

M r .  J . W .  P l a c e ,  Nanaimo S o c i a l i s t  M . L . A .  had such a  b i l l  on 

r eco rd .  (P lace  subsequent ly  s t a t e d  t h a t  he would be w i l l i n g  

t o  withdraw h i s  b i l l  i f  t h e  government agreed t o  p u t  i n  i t s  

own measures) .  

The Premier sugges ted  t h a t  t h e  women might cons ider  

meeting w i th  t h e  M . L . A . ' s  whi le  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  government's 

o f f i c i a l  response .  Consequently,  t h e  Alexandra branch of t h e  

5.Vancouver Dai ly  Prov ince ,  February 15 ,  1913, p .  16.  



Vancouver P.E.L. c a l l e d  a  p u b l i c  meeting w i th  open i n v i t a t i o n s  

extended t o  each M . L . A .  A l a r g e  crowd appeared b u t  t h e  M . L . A . ' s  

were conspicuously  absen t  - i n  f a c t ,  a l l  b u t  n i n e  had no t  even 

bo thered  t o  r e p l y .  Th is  meeting was an omen of f u t u r e  even t s  - 

t h e  government p e r s i s t e d  i n  i t s  former p o l i c y  of  r e j e c t i n g  

womens' enfranchisement .  

We f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  s t i l l  of  t h e  view which we have 
c o n s i s t e n t l y  adhered t o  f o r  now upwards of t e n  
y e a r s ,  and t h a t  i s  t h a t  a s  a  m a t t e r  of government 
p o l i c y ,  we a r e  unable  t o  ag ree  t h a t  i t  would be i n  
t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  t o  b r i n g  down p roposa l s  of  t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  asked f o r ,  f o r  t h e  endorsement o f  t h i s  
Par l i ament  ... 7 

The d i sc repancy  between McBridels  f i r s t  reponse and 

t h e  Government's o f f i c i a l  r e p l y  may be exp la ined  i n  s e v e r a l  

ways. On t h e  one hand, McBride may have adopted a  conscious  

p o l i c y  t o  be amenable, r e s p e c t f u l  e t c . ,  towards t h e  women 

so  t h a t  when t h e  o f f i c i a l  nega t ive  r e p l y  appeared,  they  would 

have a  more d i f f i c u l t  t ime t o  r a l l y  suppor t  i n  response .  A 

more l i k e l y  e x p l a n a t i o n ,  and one which i s  borne ou t  when ex- 

amining o t h e r  encounte rs  between McBride and t h e  s u f f r a g e t t e s ,  

i s  t h a t  a l though  McBride himself  might have been more w i l l i n g  

t han  t h e  r e s t  of  t h e  Government t o  make conces s ions ,  he was 

c o n t i n u a l l y  be ing  checked by o t h e r  members o f  t h e  Cabinet .  

There fore ,  dur ing  i n i t i a l  encounte rs  McBride r e a c t e d  how he - 
f e l t  he should ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h e  Cabinet  d i s cus sed  and c r i t i c i z e d  

6 .  The Champion, March 1913,  p .  6 .  The 9 who - d i d  r e p l y  dec l ined  
the i n v i t a t i o n .  

7 .  I b i d . ,  March 1913, p .  4 .  



h i s  a c t i o n s ,  he was t hen  ob l iged  t o  c a r r y  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of 

t h e  m a j o r i t y  o r  a t  l e a s t  t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  s e c t o r  of t h e  

Cabinet .  

When P l a c e ' s  b i l l  was f i n a l l y  p re sen t ed  t o  t h e  

House on February 2 7 ,  1913, t h e  a n t i - s u f f r a g e  p o l i c y  of t h e  

government was made q u i t e  c l e a r  - t h e  b i l l  was d e f e a t e d  a  

week l a t e r  by a  v o t e  of  2 4  t o  9  on t h e  f i r s t  r ead ing .  8 

By t h e  nex t  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  advocates  of womens' 

r i g h t s  had grown i n  number and t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  was a t  a  peak - 

t h e  arguments of t h e  McBride government s h i f t e d  cor responding ly .  

Now, r a t h e r  t han  a rgu ing  t h a t  s u f f r a g e  was 'un t imely1  and s a i d  

t h a t  he was no t  " c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  women of B r i t i s h  Columbia 

r e a l l y  wanted it". I n  t h e  middle of December, twelve  women 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t r a v e l l e d  t o  V i c t o r i a  f o r  t h e i r  ' annua l  meet ing '  

w i th  McBride and ~ o w s e r . '  The Champion1 s r e p o r t  g ives  t h e  

fo l lowing  account of  t h e  P remie r ' s  p o s i t i o n :  

The upshot  of  t h e  a f f a i r  was . . .  a  c l e a r  p ro -  
nouncement by t h e  Premier a s  t o  h i s  u n f a l t e r i n g  
o p p o s i t i o n  ... He t o l d  t h e  women he could  on ly  
r e p e a t  what he had s a i d  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  ago: t h a t  
i f  a  referendum was organized by t h e  women i n  
t h e  p rov ince  and two t h i r d s  asked f o r  t h e  v o t e ,  
t hen  and only  t hen  - t h e  government would be  
p repared  t o  cons ide r  t h e  a d v i s a b i l i t y  of  i n t r o -  

8 .  See - B . C .  J o u r n a l s ,  1914, p .  115, f o r  an account of how each 
M . L . A .  vo ted .  

9 .  B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  December 1 2 ,  1913, p .  1. This  paper  
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  Mrs. McConkey r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  P.P.E.L.;  
Mrs. Drummond, t h e  Equal Franch ise  A s s o c i a t i o n ;  and Helena 
G u t t e r i g e  t h e  B . C .  Women's Suf f rage  League. 



ducing a  government measure,  o therwise  women 
w o u l d ~ ~ a v e  t o  depend on a  p r i v a t e  member's 
b i l l .  

When asked why he was s o  opposed t o  women's f r a n c h i s e ,  

McBride r e p l i e d  t h a t l ' w h i l e  he be l i eved  t h e  v o t e  would no t  

a f f e c t  p o l i t i c s  g e n e r a l l y  o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  ... he 

f e l t  t h a t  i t  would l e a d  women t o  n e g l e c t  t h e i r  homes and would 

prove d i s a s t r o u s  t o  t h e  we l f a r e  of t h e  nation." 11 

This  r e p l y  n e c e s s i t a t e s  some a n a l y s i s .  F i r s t ,  

t h e r e  i s  no evidence of McBride's c la im t o  a  f i f t e e n  year  

o l d  p u b l i c  s t a n d  on a  woman's referendum. H i s  mo t iva t i on  f o r  

t h i s  s t a t emen t  can be a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  changing p o l i t i c a l  

atmosphere - one which any v o t e - g e t t e r  had t o  t a k e  i n t o  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  one whose p a r t y  was meet ing i n -  

c r e a s i n g  o p p o s i t i o n .  The L i b e r a l  P a r t y  had a l r e a d y  accep ted  

s u f f r a g e  a s  p a r t  of i t s  programme i n  B r i t i s h  columbia.12 In 

t h e  p rev ious  summer, members from t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia Womens' 

P o l i t i c a l  Union had p re sen t ed  t h e i r  i d e a s  a t  t h e  L i b e r a l  

convent ion i n  Revels toke.  l3 I n  1914, On ta r io  and Manitoba 

10.  The Champion, January  1914, p .  4 .  

11. I b i d . ,  p .  4 .  

1 2 .  E l s i e  Gregory MacGill,  9. - c i t . ,  p .  146. 

The Champion, J u l y  1913, 



L i b e r a l s  i n  t h e  Oppos i t ion  in t roduced  f r a n c h i s e  b i l l s  and had 

even gone s o  f a r  a s  t o  promise womens' f r a n c h i s e  i f  they  won 

t h e  nex t  e l e c t i o n .  1 4  

The o t h e r  s t r i k i n g  p o i n t  about  t h e  Government's r e p l y  

i s  t h e  concern i t  showed t h a t  s u f f r a g e  f o r c e s ,  i n  which t h e  

W . C . T . U .  p layed a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e ,  would n e g l e c t  t h e i r  fami- 

l i e s !  I t  i s  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  was only  a  r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n ,  

and t h e  conse rva t ive  ideology which McBride demonstrated was 

thoroughly o p p o r t u n i s t i c .  I f  he had f e l t  i n  1914 t h a t  ' v o t e s  

f o r  women' were synonymous w i th  ' v o t e s  f o r  McBride' ,  i t  i s  

h i g h l y  l i k e l y  t h a t  h i s  ' i d e o l o g i c a l '  oppos i t i on  would have 

d i sappeared .  

During t h e  1914 s e s s i o n  i t  became c l e a r  t h a t  McBridefs 

p a r t y  was expe r i enc ing  i n t e r n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  A f u r t h e r  s e t -  

back t o  government p o l i c y  came i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a  c i v i c  e l e c t i o n s  

of  t h a t  y e a r .  The s u f f r a g e  movement had responded t o  McBridels  

p roposa l  and a  referendum on t h e  enfranchisement  of  women was 

h e l d .  The women were p l e a s e d  wi th  t h e  r e s u l t s :  i n  one of t h e  

most conse rva t ive  c i t i e s  i n  t h e  p rov ince ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  

f o u r  hundred v o t e r s  had vo ted  i n  favour  o f  s u f f r a g e .  Armed 

1 4 .  The f i r s t  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t y  t o  p l a c e  women's f r a n c h i s e  on i t s  
p l a t fo rm was t h e  s h o r t - l i v e d  P r o v i n c i a l  P rog re s s ive  P a r t y ,  
founded fo l lowing  t h e  Kamloops Convention i n  1903. 

15 .  The Cham ion ,  February 1914, p .  4 .  The C o l o n i s t  r e p o r t e d  
that -ST t e  r e  erendum had l o s t .  Even a f t e r  t h e  women brought 
t h i s  e r r o r  t o  t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n ,  The Co lon i s t  r e f u s e d  t o  - 
r e t r a c t  t h e i r  s t a t e m e n t .  



with  t h i s  in format ion ,  t h e  women approached some Conservat ive  

M . L . A . ' s  about  p r e s e n t i n g  a  p r i v a t e  member's b i l l ,  and met 

wi th  a  f avourab l e  response .  However, P l ace  had a l r e a d y  given 

t h e  House n o t i c e  of h i s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  r e i n t r o d u c e  h i s  b i l l .  

Consequently,  t h e  women were p u t  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of having t o  

r e q u e s t  P lace  t o  withdraw h i s  b i l l .  He r e f u s e d  t o  do so  u n l e s s  

t h e  government agreed t o  p u t  t h e  measure be fo re  t h e  House. 16 

H i s  r e f u s a l  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  unders tand .  Presumably i t  would 

have been b e t t e r  p o l i t i c a l l y  t o  cause  an open s p l i t  w i t h i n  

t h e  government ranks  on t h e  q u e s t i o n .  A t  any r a t e ,  t h e  women 

spen t  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  s e s s i o n  o rgan iz ing  u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  around 

P l a c e ' s  b i l l .  

A t  t h e  time of t h e  b i l l ' s  second r e a d i n g ,  t h e  con- 

ven t ion  of t h e  Local  Council  of  Women passed a  r e s o l u t i o n  

addressed t o  t h e  Government and t h e  M.L.A.'s: 

Be i t  r e so lved  t h a t  t h i s  Council  o f  Women, i n  
s e s s i o n  assembled,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  s i x  thousand 
women of t h i s  c i t y  ... (ask them) t o  v o t e  i n  
favour  o f  t h e  b i l l  . . .  1 7  

The M . L . A .  from Albe rn i ,  M r .  Corey, a l s o  a t t empted  

t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  vo t e :  t h e  women p re sen t ed  him wi th  a p e t i t i o n  

of  seven thousand names which he l a i d  a t  t h e  f o o t  of t h e  

Speaker.  I n  s p i t e  of t h e s e  a t t e m p t s ,  P l a c e ' s  c u r r e n t  b i l l  

shared  a  f a t e  s i m i l a r  t o  most p r i v a t e  b i l l s  and was de fea t ed  

16.  I b i d . ,  p .  4 .  

1 7 .  I b i d . ,  March 1914, p .  5 .  



on a  p a r t y  v o t e .  

I n  t h e  summer of  1914,  w i t h  t h e  ou tb r eak  of t h e  war ,  

s u f f r a g e  f o r c e s  were q u i c k l y  channe l l ed  i n t o  s e r v i c e  on b e h a l f  

of  t h e  war e f f o r t .  Membership doubled i n  groups such a s  t h e  

Women's Club of  V i c t o r i a ,  which aimed " t o  f o s t e r  p a t r i o t i s m  

by encouraging t h e  s t u d y  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  h i s t o r y ,  ( e t c )  . . .  
and by endeavour ing t o  u n i t e  Canada f o r  t h e  w e l f a r e  and p r o -  

g r e s s  o f  t h e  Dominion. 1 1 1 8  The Champion ended p u b l i c a t i o n  i n  

t h e  same y e a r .  

LABOUR'S ATTITUDE TO WOMEN 

I n  f a c t ,  t h e  on ly  sou rce  which addressed  i t s e l f  t o  

t h e  s u f f r a g e  i s s u e  i n  1914 and 1915 was t h e  - B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t  

and i t s  approach,  wh i l e  endo r s ing  s u f f r a g e ,  was o f t e n  c r i t i -  

c a l  o f  t h e  s u f f r a g e  movement. 19 

A s  p r e v i o u s l y  no t ed ,  working women. p l ayed  a  com- 

p a r a t i v e l y  minor r o l e  i n  t h e  movement. During t h e  l a t e r  

r e su rgence  i n  a c t i v i t y  (1910-14) ,  t h e  Trades  and Labour 

Counc i l ,  (T.L.C.) programme i n  Vancouver i nc luded  a  p o l i c y  

f a v o r i n g  f u l l  male and female s u f f r a g e  and t h e  T . L . C .  o rgan  

began t o  p u b l i s h  a r t i c l e s  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  O f t en ,  however, 

t h e i r  suppo r t  f o r  s u f f r a g e  was marred by an i deo logy  imbued 

18.  Women's Canadian -- Club of  V i c t o r i a  B . C .  Annual Re o r t s  
m t u t i o n  and By-Law) ( V i c t o r i a :  n . x  -hap. 

19. Most c r i t i c i s m s  were g e n e r a l l y  we l l - founded  and demon- 
s t r a t e d  an unde r s t and ing  o f  t h e  c l a s s - b a s e d  l i m i t a t i o n s  
o f  t h e  s u f f r a g e  movement. 



w i t h  male supremacy.  For  example,  i n  1909,  t h e  Western  Wage 

E a r n e r  ( t h e n  o f f i c i a l  o r g a n  o f  t h e  T .L.C. ) :  

Women s h o u l d  v o t e  b e c a u s e  t h e i r  v o t e  would 
supplement  man 's  and w h i l e  h e  looked  a f t e r  
t h e  b i g  t h i n g s  t h e y  would l o o k  a f t e r  t h e  
l i t t l e  t h i n g s .  $0 

The " l i t t l e  t h i n g s  I' o f  c o u r s e ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  e x t e n -  

s i o n s  o f  t h e  d o m e s t i c  d u t i e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  f a m i l y  l i f e .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  however,  t h e  l a b o u r o r g a n  c r i t i -  

c i z e d  t h e  W . C . T . U .  f o r  t a k i n g  e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  same p o s i t i o n .  

For  example,  i n  1911,  t h e  B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t  d i s p a r a g i n g l y  

r e f e r r e d  t o  them a s  b e i n g  o n l y  conce rned  w i t h w h o m e  p r o t e c -  

t i o n .  1 1  2 1  

The - B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  

schemes which t h e  W.C.T.U. and o t h e r  groups  d e v i s e d  t o  a i d  

working women. 2 2  When t h e  groups  p l a n n e d  t o  b u i l d  a  home 

f o r  working  women w i t h  low wages,  t h e  B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t  

s t a t e d :  

I f  t h e y  gave  a s  much t h o u g h t  t o  t h e  wage 
p r o p o s i t i o n  as t o  t h e  t r immings  o f  a  h a t  o r  
t o  t h e i r  p o o d l e ' s  h e a l t h  ( t h e y )  would s e e  
t h a t  t h e i r  a c t i o n  m a i n t a i n s  low r a t e  o f  wages 
and r e c r u i t m e n t  f o r  r e d - l i g h t  d i s t r i c t s  ... One 
(working woman) i n  such  a  home can  q u o t e  a  lower  

20. Western Wage E a r n e r ,  Februa ry  1909 ,  p .  1 9 .  

2 1 .  B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  November 4 ,  1911 ,  p .  2 .  

2 2 .  The B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  P.E.L. was i n t e r -  
e s t i n g  t h e y  announced i t s  membership d r i v e  by s t a t i n g  
"The P o l i t i c a l  E q u a l i t y  Leagues t h r o u g h o u t  B . C .  a r e  waging 
a  campaign o f  e d u c a t i o n  among gentlewomen." (See B . C .  
F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  March 21, 1913,  p .  2 . )  



p r i c e  f o r  h e r  l a b o u r  a s  s h e  c a n  pay cheap 
r e n t  ... t h i s  means t h e  p r i c e  f o r  l a b o u r  
w i l l  be  s e t  t o o  low f o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  
women. 23 

T h e r e f o r e  a l t h o u g h  t h e  Trades  and Labour Counc i l  c o r r e c t l y  

g r a s p e d  t h e  c l a s s  weakness o f  t h e  s u f f r a g e  f o r c e s ,  t h e y  u n d e r -  

mined any p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  women by 

c o n t i n u i n g  t o  h o l d  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o n s e r v a t i v e  i d e a s  c o n c e r n i n g  

t h e  r o l e  o f  women. 

The o n l y  t i m e ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  when t h e  T . L . C .  

was w i l l i n g  t o  work w i t h  t h e  v a r i o u s  women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s  2 4  

o c c u r r e d  i n  J u n e  1912,  when T . L . C .  d e l e g a t e  McVety i n t r o d u c e d  

a  r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  C i t y  Counc i l  t o  a p p o i n t  a  commit- 

t e e  t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  of  employment, and t h e  

wages p a i d ,  t o  women engaged i n  depar tmen t  s t o r e s ,  s h o p s ,  

f a c t o r i e s  and o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h e  C i t y  o f  

Vancouver.  2 5  The r e s p o n s e  o f  t h e  Mayor, i n  s p i t e  of  s u p p o r t  

r e s o l u t i o n s  from each  women's group c o n t a c t e d  by t h e  T . L . C .  

was t o  s t a t e  t h a t l ' t h e  c i t y  h a s  no power t o  go i n t o  an  i n -  

v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  kind" and t h a t  " t h e  communication o f  t h e  

6 t h  i s  f i l e d .  1 7  26 

23. I b i d . ,  J u n e  1 5 ,  1912,  p .  1. 

24. These were n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s u f f r a g e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l t h o u g h  
many s u f f r a g e t t e s  were i n  t h e i r  r a n k s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  
W . C . T . U . ,  Women's Club and U n i v e r s i t y  Women's Club were 
a l l  c o n t a c t e d .  

25. B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  J u n e  2 2 ,  1912, p .  4 .  

26. I b i d . ,  September 28, 1912,  p .  3 .  



I n  1913,  when t h e  p re -war  d e p r e s s i o n  s t r u c k  Vancouver,  

t h e  B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  concerned w i t h  women, 

t h e  f i r s t  group o f  worker s  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  i t s  e f f e c t s :  

"Department s t o r e s  and bankrup t  r e a l  e s t a t e  s h a r k s  have d i s -  

cha rged  s t e n o g r a p h e r s  a t  a  r a t e  t h a t  has  l e f t  hundreds  i n  

t h i s  c l a s s  o f  female  l a b o u r  unemployed. " 2 7  However, a t  t h i s  

t i m e ,  o r g a n i z e d  l a b o u r  saw t h e  development  of t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  

r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  v o t e  a s , a  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  

working women. 

T h i s  s t a n c e  was a l t e r e d  somewhat l a t e r  i n  t h e  y e a r  

a f t e r  Helena G u t t e r i d g e  was s e a t e d  as a  t a i l o r e s s  d e l e g a t e  t o  

t h e  T . L . C .  2 8  A s  t h e  o r g a n i z e r  o f  t h e  B . C .  Women's S u f f r a g e  

League, s h e  no doubt  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  s u f f r a g e  and l a b o u r  should  

be more c l o s e l y  u n i t e d .  J.  P e t t i p i e c e ,  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  T . L . C .  

Paper ,  a g r e e d  t o  p u b l i s h  a  weekly column e d i t e d  by G u t t e r i d g e ,  

e n t i t l e d  'Women's S u f f r a g e ' .  The column f i r s t  appea red  i n  

Oc tober  o f  1913.  The f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e  e x e m p l i f i e s  t h e  manner 

i n  which working women were approached:  

The p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of women and t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  women i n t o  t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  a l t h o u g h  
two s e p a r a t e  and independen t  movements, a r e  n e v e r -  
t h e  l e s s  supp lementa ry  and n e c e s s a r y  t o  each  o t h e r  
i f  t h e  economic freedom o f  women i s  t o  be  o b t a i n e d  . .. 
Women (have been)  o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  c o l l e c t i v e  u n i t s  i n  
t r a d e  u n i o n s .  Now ( t h i s )  must be u s e d  p o l i t i c a l l y  
t o  back up demands f o r  minimum wages, e q u a l  pay f o r  

2 7 .  I b i d . ,  September 1 3 ,  1913,  p .  1. 

28 .  -. I b i d . ,  September 1 9 ,  1913,  p .  1. 



e q u a l  work, s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n  o f  wages b e t t e r  
c o n d i t i o n s  and h o u r s  o f  employment. 29 

Consequen t ly ,  w h i l e  h a v i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  r e a c h  

b r o a d e r  l a y e r s  of women on t h e  q u e s t i o n  of s u f f r a g e ,  o r g a n i z e d  

l a b o u r  began t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  i s s u e  t o  women worke r s  i n  e s s e n t i a l -  

l y  t h e  same manner a s  t h e  P o l i t i c a l  E q u a l i t y  League. They saw 

t h e  v o t e  a s  a  means f o r  women t o  l e g i s l a t e  b e t t e r  c o n d i t i o n s  a t  

work. I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  P.E.L. wanted t h e  v o t e  t o  encourage  

l e g i s l a t i v e  r e f o r m s  which concerned  them a s  m i d d l e - c l a s s  women 

( f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  r e f o r m s  i n  p r o p e r t y  a c t s ,  e t c . )  The P.E.L. 

l a t e r  a g i t a t e d  f o r  r e f o r m s  around work c o n d i t i o n s  such  a s  t h e  

minimum wage law. However, t h e i r  c o n c e r n  d i d  n o t  r e s u l t  from 

an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  working women, b u t  r a t h e r  a  p a t e r -  

n a l i s t i c  conce rn  f o r  h e r .  T h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

because  i t  l a i d  t h e  p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  which deve loped  

between t h e  two g roups .  The s t r a t e g i c a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  

obv ious  - m i d d l e - c l a s s  women s imply  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  

o p p r e s s i o n  o f  t h e  w o r k e r s ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  had  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  

r e s o u r c e s ,  ( t i m e ,  money, and e d u c a t i o n a l  s k i l l s ) ,  t h e y  were 

a b l e  t o  win c e r t a i n  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e f o r m s .  However, t h e s e  

r e f o r m s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  immediate  i m p o r t a n c e ,  d i d  n o t  have 

t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t h e y  c o u l d  have had ,  were t h e y  t h e  d i r e c t  

p r o d u c t s  o f  working  c l a s s  a c t i o n  and n o t  l e g i s l a t e d  ' f rom 

29. B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  Oc tobe r  1 7 ,  1913 ,  p .  5 .  



above ' .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  once working women became involved 

i n  s u f f r a g e ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i f  they jo ined  t h e  P .E .L . ,mi l i t ancy  

a t  t h e i r  p l a c e  of employment was d i scouraged .  To t h e  P.E.L. 

women, s t r i k e s  wi thout  v o t e s  were r u s e l e s s ' .  I n  o t h e r  words, 

t h e  B . C . P . E . L .  l e a d e r s h i p ,  whose m i d d l e - c l a s s  ou t look  p laced  

them n a t u r a l l y  i n  oppos i t i on  t o  s t r i k e s  and labour  m i l i t a n c y ,  

now used t h e  importance of  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  a s  a means t o  l e g i -  

t ima te  t h e i r  a n t i - l a b o u r  p r e j u d i c e s .  30 

The wives of t h e  imprisoned Nanaimo miners a r e  a  

prime example of t h e  l i n k s  t h a t  were drawn between labour  

and s u f f r a g e  f o r c e s .  31 The November 21s t  i s s u e  of  t h e  B . C .  

F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  i n  an a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "Miners Wives Keen 

S u f f r a g i s t s " ,  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e  women had organ ized  a  meeting 

where t h e  f i v e  hundred i n d i v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  audience passed a 

p r o - s u f f r a g e  r e s o l u t i o n :  

The women, a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  a c t i o n  taken  by 
t h e  government du r ing  t h e  r e c e n t  s t r i k e  and t h e  
exces s ive  s en t ences  passed on miners  now i n  p r i s o n ,  
r e a l i z e  how v a l u a b l e  w i l l  be t h e  pos se s s ion  of t h e  
f r a n c h i s e .  3 2  

and f u r t h e r :  

. . .  they  a r e  going t o  h e l p  i n  changing t h e  p r e s e n t  
c o n d i t i o n s ,  t hey  have t o  obey t h e  i n d i f f e r e n t  laws 

3 0 .  I t  i s  only  f a i r  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  Gu t t e r idge ,  who t h e o r e t i c a l l y  
had more acces s  t o  women workers ,  never  posed s t r i k e s  and 
s u f f r a g e  a s  mutua l ly  exc lus ive .  

31. See Chapter Two. 

32. B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t ,  November 2 1 ,  1913, p .  5 .  



of  t h e  p r o v i n c e  and t h e y  a r e  go ing  t o  h e l p  make 
them. The march of  p r o g r e s s  i s  e v e r  onward and 
t h e  women, t o o ,  a r e  go ing  t o  f i g h t  f o r  emanc ipa t ion  
a t  t h e  b a l l o t  box.  33 

The S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  was even more c r i t i c a l  of  t h e  

s u f f r a g e  f o r c e s  t h a n  t h e  B . C .  F e d e r a t i o n i s t .  An open l e t t e r  

t o  t h e  P.E.L. women p u b l i s h e d  i n  1911 l a i d  t h e  ground f o r  

f u t u r e  c r i t i c i s m s :  

A f t e r  go ing  t o  your  mee t ing ,  I concluded t h a t  I ,  
b e i n g  a  member o f  t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y ,  c o u l d  n o t  
p o s s i b l y  j o i n ,  n o r  c o u l d  anyone e l s e  who was 
c o n s i s t e n t  ... You t a l k  of i n s u r a n c e  f o r  widows, 
y e t  you upho ld  t h e  sys tem t h a t  makes widows. You 
a r e  l i k e  a  p h y s i c i a n  who t r i e s  t o  c u r e  by go ing  
a f t e r  t h e  e f f e c t ,  l u l l i n g  p a i n  by t h e  u s e  o f  some 
power fu l  d r u g ,  i n s t e a d  o f  removing it by g e t t i n g  
a f t e r  t h e  r o o t  c a u s e  and changing t h e  p a t i e n t ' s  
d i e t  o r  envi ronment .  You w i l l  s t i l l  be s u b j e c t s ,  
t h e r e f o r e  s l a v e s ,  when you do g e t  t h e  v o t e .  To a  
s o c i a l i s t ,  t h e r e  i s  no i n e q u a l i t y  between t h e  
s e x e s ,  t h e r e  i s  u n e q u a l i t y  i n  p r e v a i l i n g  economic 
c o n d i t i o n s .  34 

T h i s  c r i t i c a l  a t t i t u d e ,  demons t ra t ed  by t h e  S o c i a l i s t  P a r t y  

was n e v e r  p r e s e n t e d  a s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  s u f f r a g e  per s e ;  i n s t e a d ,  - 
it was a  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  approach of  t h e  B . C .  

s u f f r a g e t t e s .  Women's f r a n c h i s e  was s e e n  a s  a  means o f  

t e m p o r a r i l y  a l l e v i a t i n g  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  women's o p p r e s s i o n :  

t o t a l  freedom would o n l y  o c c u r  w i t h  t h e  adven t  o f  a  s o c i a l i s t  

s o c i e t y .  

33. I b i d . ,  November 7 ,  1913,  p .  5 .  

34. Western C l a r i o n ,  December 2 ,  1911,  p .  1. I n  l i g h t  o f  t h i s  
p o s i t i o n ,  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s p e c u l a t e  whether  a  con- 
s i s t e n t  i n j e c t i o n  o f  S o c i a l i s t  i d e a l s  would have  a l t e r e d  
t h e  way i n  which s u f f r a g e  was posed .  



FINAL STAGES OF THE PROVINCIAL FRANCHISE STRUGGLE 

J . W .  P l ace  ( S o c i a l i s t  MLA from Nanaimo) in t roduced  

h i s  t h i r d  f r a n c h i s e  b i l l  a f t e r  a  yea r  o f  r e l a t i v e  calm on t h e  

s u f f r a g e  f r o n t .  Since  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of h i s  l a s t  b i l l ,  a  

whole new range of economic and s o c i a l  f o r c e s  had developed.  

For example, t h e  pre-war  dep re s s ion  had been superseded by a  

war-t ime economy. The s o c i a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  women were 

profound.  Thousands of  women moved i n t o  employment p o s i t i o n s  

vaca t ed  by men who had vo lun t ee red  f o r  t h e  armed s e r v i c e s .  

This  s h i f t  had two p r i n c i p a l  e f f e c t s :  f i r s t ,  c o n t r a r y  t o  

t r a d i t i o n a l  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  impact was f e l t  by c e r t a i n  

s e c t o r s  of midd le - c l a s s  women. Regardless  o f  t h e  mo t iva t i ons  

invo lved ,  t h e s e  women moved i n t o  t h e  l abour  f o r c e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  --- 
t ime and fur thermore ,  they  could  j u s t i f y  v e n t u r i n g  o u t s i d e  

t h e i r  homes on t h e  b a s i s  of  p a t r i o t i s m .  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  women 

workers had always been an important  p a r t  of t h e  economy 

simply because they  were f o r c e d  t o  accep t  low wages. However, 

and h e r e  t h e  second e f f e c t  of t h e  s h i f t  towards female l abour  

was f e l t  - they  l e f t  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  a r e a s  of employment 

and moved i n t o  s e c t o r s  t h a t  had p r e v i o u s l y  been t h e  exc lus ive  

p re se rves  of male l abour .  Th is  d r a s t i c  changeover demonstrated 

t h a t  t h e  reason why women had p r e v i o u s l y  been concen t r a t ed  i n  

low paying p o s i t i o n s  was n o t  - because they  lacked  t h e  s k i l l s  

r e q u i r e d  f o r  men's jobs .  I t  became c l e a r  t o  many t h a t  t h e  

d e f i n i t i o n  of a  'woman's' job had been based on a r b i t r a r y  



assumpt ions  and t h a t  employers  had used  t h e s e  a s sumpt ions  t o  

j u s t i f y  t h e  low wages accompanying t h e s e  p o s i t i o n s .  35 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  changing p a t t e r n s  o f  employment ( a  n a t i o n a l  

phenomena) women now e x p e r i e n c e d  a  new l e g a l  s t a t u s  i n  

s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c e s :  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  i n t e n s e  s u f f r a g e  

a c t i v i t y ,  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  had  been g r a n t e d  t o  women i n  Manitoba,  

Saskatchewan and A l b e r t a .  C l e a r l y  a  new t r e n d  was d e v e l o p i n g  

w i t h  which t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  would u l t i m a t e l y  have  t o  con tend .  

The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s l o w l y  crumbl ing  under  c o r r u p t i o n  c h a r g e s  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  Grea t  E a s t e r n  Railway (P .G.E . ) ,  was 

f a c i n g  a  major  c h a l l e n g e  from t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  which was 

b e g i n n i n g  t o  r e c r u i t  l a r g e  numbers o f  women a s  a  r e s u l t  of i t s  

p o s i t i v e  s t a n d  on s u f f r a g e .  36 I n  a d d i t i o n  p r o h i b i t i o n  f o r c e s ,  

l e d  by 'The Committee of  One Hundred'  had grown i n  s t r e n g t h  

and numbers. 37 McBride f i n a l l y  d e p a r t e d  f o r  England a f t e r  

d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e  House on March 6 ,  1915,  and A . G .  Bowser 

headed t h e  new government .  38 

35. The media was used  e x t e n s i v e l y  d u r i n g  t h e  war y e a r s  t o  p e r -  
p e t u a t e  a  new image of  women and was i n  a  quandry f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  s o l d i e r ' s  r e t u r n  a f t e r  t h e  war.  Women workers  were 
t h e  f i r s t  t o  be  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  unemployment s i t u a t i o n  i n  
p o s t - w a r  y e a r s .  The n e x t  media p r o j e c t  d i r e c t e d  towards  
women, t h e r e f o r e ,  e x a l t e d  t h e  g l o r i e s  o f  motherhood and t h e  
f a m i l y .  

36.  - The Champion, March 1914,  p .  6 .  

3 7 .  B .  Smi th ,  S i r  R i c h a r d  McBride - A Study i n  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  
P a r t y  o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia, 1903-T916, u n p u b l i s h e d  M.A. t h e s i s ,  
ms5n7@iG3iQueen' s U n i v e r s i t y 9 5 3  p  . 321. 

38. Ormsby, F c i t . ,  p .  391. Soon a f t e r  h i s  a r r i v a l  i n  England,  
McBride i e d o f  B r i g h t ' s  D i s e a s e .  



By t h e  t ime  of  t h e  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  P l a c e ' s  b i l l ,  

t h e  i n t e r n a l  t e n s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y  had reached 

t h e i r  h e i g h t .  Dur ing  t h e  b i l l ' s  second r e a d i n g  Bowser a sked  

P l a c e  t o  wi thdraw it a s  t h e  Government had d e v i s e d  a  method 

of  d e a l i n g  w i t h  b o t h  s u f f r a g e  and p r o h i b i t i o n .  When P l a c e  

r e f u s e d ,  ' l i v e  days  o f  d e b a t e  and b i t t e r  r e c r i m i n a t i o r i '  

f o l l o w e d .  39 P r i c e  E l l i s o n  and H . F .  F o s t e r ,  C o n s e r v a t i v e  

M.P. ' s ,  j o i n e d  w i t h  t h e  L i b e r a l s  and S o c i a l i s t s  t o  c h a l l e n g e  

Bowser ' s " change o f  h e a r t f  . 4 0  Bowser 's  p l a n  produced even 

more d i s a g r e e m e n t .  He proposed t o  i n s t i t u t e  a  re ferendum a t  

t h e  t ime  o f  t h e  1916 p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n  which would submit  

t o  t h e  e l e c t o r s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s :  

( a )  Are you i n  f a v o u r  o f  b r i n g i n g  t h e  B r i t i s h  
Columbia P r o h i b i t i o n  Act i n t o  f o r c e ?  

and 

(b)  Are you i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  e x t e n s i o n  of  
t h e  e l e c t o r a l  f r a n c h i s e  t o  women?41 

I f  t h e  l a t t e r  p a s s e d ,  women would be  e l e g i b l e  t o  v o t e  a s  o f  

J a n u a r y  l s t ,  1917. Why c o u l d  t h e  Government n o t  p a s s  such  a 

b i l l  d u r i n g  t h a t  s e s s i o n ,  t h e r e b y  a l l o w i n g  women t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  

e l e ~ t i o n , ~ '  a sked  t h e  o p p o s i t i o n .  But Bowser had o b v i o u s l y  

39. Cleverdon,  q. c i t . ,  p .  96.  - 
40. E l s i e  Gregory MacGi l l ,  9. c i t . ,  MacGil l  m i s t a k e n l y  s t a t e s  

t h a t  t h e s e  two MP's i n t r o d u s  t h e  b i l l .  

41. B . C .  S t a t u t e s ,  1916, Chap te r  50, S e c t i o n  3. 

42. I b i d . ,  1916,  Chap te r  50 ,  S e c t i o n  3 .  



devised  t h e  p l a n  w i th  t h e  utmost c a u t i o n .  P o l i t i c a l  

expediency was i t s  motive:  he d i d  no t  wish s u f f r a g e  t o  become 

an i s s u e  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  A referendum would bo th  d e a l  wi th  

t h e  q u e s t i o n  and t a k e  i t  ou t  of t h e  realm of p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c s ,  

t hus  making i t  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  Conservat ive  P a r t y  t o  avoid  

t a k i n g  a  c l e a r  s t a n d  on t h i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  problem. P l a c e ' s  

b i l l  was de fea t ed  on t h e  second r ead ing ,  by a  v o t e  of 24-6,  

and t h e  " P r o h i b i t i o n  and Women's Suf f rage  Referendum" b i l l  

r ece ived  Royal Assent  on May 31, 1916. "An Act t o  Extend t h e  

E l e c t o r a l  Franch ise  t o  Women'? was passed ,  t o  become o p e r a t i v e  

i n  t h e  even t  of a  p o s i t i v e  r e s u l t  from t h e  referendum. I t  

s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  "it s h a l l  be l awfu l  f o r  females  t o  have t h e i r  

names p laced  upon t h e  r e g i s t e r  of v o t e r s  f o r  an e l e c t o r a l  

d i s t r i c t  and t o  v o t e  a t  any e l e c t i o n  of members t o  s e r v e  i n  

t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly, upon t h e  same terms . . .  a s  males ;  

and t h e r e a f t e r  females  s h a l l  be capab le  of be ing  e l e c t e d  a s  

members of t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly. ''43 

The women responded t o  t h i s  referendum wi th  vehement 

o p p o s i t i o n  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  d i sp l ayed  dur ing  t h e  House deba te .  

C r i t i c i s m s  a r o s e  from many sou rces .  F i r s t ,  t hey  argued it 

was u n f a i r  t o  have a  male e l e c t o r a t e  determine t h e  d e s t i n y  of 

women's f r a n c h i s e .  They a l s o  ob j ec t ed  t o  t h e  technique employ- 

ed - " I f  a  group could  be en f r anch i sed  by t h e  p l e b i s c i t e ,  they 

argued,  i t  o r  any o t h e r  group could  be d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  by t h e  

43. I b i d . ,  1916. Chapter 76, Sec t ion  2 ,  Subsec t ion  1. 
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same i r r e s p o n s i b l e  t e c h n i q u e .  t 1 4 4  A w i d e s p r e a d  argument ,  

p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  B.C.P.E.L. i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  was t h a t  t h e  r e f e r e n -  

dum imposed on t h e  s u f f r a g e  groups  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  a  p o l i t i c a l  

campaign t h a t  would d i s t r a c t  women from t h e  war e f f o r t .  

The B . C .  Equal  F r a n c h i s e  A s s o c i a t i o n  was t h e  f i r s t  

group t o  d e c l a r e  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n .  A t  t h e i r  1916 a n n u a l  g e n e r a l  

m e e t i n g ,  h e l d  d u r i n g  t h e  House d e b a t e ,  a  r e s o l u t i o n  was p a s s e d  

s t a t i n g :  

Tha t  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  t h e  government i n s i s t i n g  
i n  s u b m i t t i n g  women's s u f f r a g e  t o  a  r e fe rendum 
we w i l l  n o t  work f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  same.45 

The B.C.P.E.L. 's  r e s p o n s e  was a l s o  immediate .  An emergency 

c o n v e n t i o n  ( i n  Vancouver) was c a l l e d  on May 1 5 t h  and 1 6 t h .  

The f i r s t  s e s s i o n  was open t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  M r .  F.W. Welsh, a  

C o n s e r v a t i v e  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  Vancouver ,  was s c h e d u l e d  t o  be  t h e  

f i r s t  s p e a k e r  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  government ' s  o f f e r .  However, 

b e c a u s e  " h e  had  been  d e t a i n e d  i n  V i c t o r i a ,  and  no o t h e r  

champion o f  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  appea red  t o  t a k e  h i s  p l a c e " ,  

M r .  J . S .  Cowper, L i b e r a l  c a n d i d a t e ,  was t h e  o n l y  s p e a k e r .  

He a s s u r e d  t h e  women " i f  h i s  p a r t y  e v e r  d e s e r t e d  t h e  s u f f r a g e  

c a u s e ,  h e  would c e a s e  t o  be  c o n n e c t e d ,  and (would) c o n t i n u e  

44. MacGi l l ,  9. - c i t . ,  p .  149 

45. Vancouver D a i l y  P r o v i n c e ,  May 15 ,  1916,  p .  1 8 .  



t o  work f o r  women's s u f f r a g e  a s  he had done f o r  t h e  p a s t  

f i f t e e n  y e a r s .  " 4 6  The e s s e n c e  of  h i s  argument r e p o r t e d  

i n  t h e  Vancouver D a i l y  P r o v i n c e ,  i s  i m p o r t a n t  b e c a u s e  i t  

d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  r o l e  which t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  assumed v i s - a - v i s  

t h e  s u f f r a g e t t e s :  

He would n o t  s a y  t h a t  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  would n o t  
i n t r o d u c e  women's s u f f r a g e  if t h e  r e fe rendum c a r r i e d ,  
b u t  f o r  h i s  p a r t  h e  would f a r  r a t h e r  t r u s t  t h e  m a t t e r  
i n  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  L i b e r a l s  who, he  d e c l a r e d ,  had 
s t o o d  by t h e  p r i n c i p l e  when i t  was by no means a s  
p o l i t i c a l l y  p o p u l a r  a s  i t  was t o d a y .  There  was 
d a n g e r  ahead ,  h e  s a i d ,  even  i f  t h e  re ferendum d i d  
c a r r y ,  i t  s t i l l  l e f t  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  a p p l y i n g  i t s  
mandate  i n  t h e  hands  o f  t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  if t h e y  
were r e t u r n e d  t o  o f f i c e .  On t h e  o t h e r  hand,  he  
f e l t  t h a t  h e  need  n o t  d i l a t e  on t h e  p romise  o f  t h e  
L i b e r a l s  i f  t h e y  were  e l e c t e d . 4 7  

Dur ing  t h i s  new m o b i l i z a t i o n ,  t h e  L i b e r a l s  were a b l e  

t o  g a i n  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p o l i t i c a l  c a p i t a l  due t o  t h e i r  e a r l y  

committment on t h e  q u e s t i o n .  I n  r e a l i t y ,  t h e i r  s u f f r a g e  work 

u n t i l  1916 had  been  minimal :  r e s o l u t i o n s  a t  c o n v e n t i o n s  

a p p e a r  t o  have  been  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e i r  a c t i v i t y .  With t h e  

C o n s e r v a t i v e  P a r t y  u n d e r g o i n g  s e r i o u s  c r i s e s ,  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  

o f  t h e i r  fo rming  t h e  government i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  became a  

r e a l  one .  But t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h i s  p o s s i b i l i t y  would 

depend on t h e  development  o f  new e l e c t o r a l  s t r a t e g i e s .  Women, 

w e l l  e d u c a t e d ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  aware and a t  l e a s t  m i n i m a l l y  

46. I b i d . ,  May 1 6 ,  1916,  p .  5 .  

47. I b i d , ,  May 16 ,  1916,  p .  5. 



o r g a n i z e d  c o u l d  form a  s o l i d  s o u r c e  o f  p o t e n t i a l  L i b e r a l  v o t e r s .  

I n  t u r n ,  many o f  t h e  s u f f r a g e t t e s ,  s e e i n g  t h e  v o t e  a s  t h e  key 

t o  a  new s o c i a l  s t a t u s ,  and c o n t i n u a l l y  r e b u f f e d  by t h e  Con- 

s e r v a t i v e s ,  viewed t h e  L i b e r a l s  a s  t h e i r  s a v i o r s .  48  There  

was one n o t e a b l e  e x c e p t i o n ;  a t  t h e  n e x t  d a y ' s  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  

B.C.P.E.L. 's  c o n v e n t i o n ,  Helena G u t t e r i d g e  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  r o l e  

o f  t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  and d e c l a r e d  t h a t  b o t h  p a r t i e s  were 

I I 
u s i n g  t h e  i s s u e  a s  a  p o l i t i c a l  f o o t b a l l .  I t  was h e r  b e l i e f  

t h a t  i f  t h e  referendum were l o s t ,  n e i t h e r  p a r t y  would g i v e  

women t h e  v o t e  a t  t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  49 

Her s o l u t i o n ,  however,  was t o  work f o r  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  
1 I 

referendum by a p p e a l i n g  t o  t h e  v o t e r s  t o  l a y  a s i d e  a l l  p a r t y  

f e e l i n g .  I I 

Women a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  f e e l i n g  s t r o n g l y  t h a t  t h e  

i s s u e  s h o u l d  n e v e r  r e a c h  t h e  referendum s t a g e ,  unanimously 

p a s s e d  a  r e s o l u t i o n  ( l a t e r  t e l e g r a p h e d  t o  Bowser) u r g i n g  t h e  

government t o  p a s s  a  b i l l  g i v i n g  women a  v o t e  d u r i n g  t h e  1916 

s e s s i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  s u b m i t t i n g  i t  t o  a  re ferendum.  The 

a r g u m e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  preamble t o  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  was based  

e n t i r e l y  upon t h e  impor tance  o f  women's c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  

war e f f o r t :  

48. I b i d . ,  May 1 6 ,  1916,  p .  5 .  

49. I b i d . ,  May 1 6 ,  1916,  p .  5 .  



We b e l i e v e  t h i s  i s  an inoppor tune t ime t o  submit 
a  referendum, i t  be ing  n e i t h e r  l o y a l  nor  p a t r i o t i c  
t o  d i v e r t  t h e  e f f o r t s  of t h e  women from t h e  important  
work i n  which they  a r e  engaged.50 

The a f t e rnoon  s e s s i o n  of t h e  conference ,  t o  which a l l  women's 

s u f f r a g e  s o c i e t i e s  were i n v i t e d ,  began t o  p l a n  an enormous 

educa t iona l  campaign. In  a n t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  approaching 

referendum vo te  j u s t  two weeks hence, an ad-hoc body, t h e  

Women's Su f f r age  Referendum League, was e s t a b l i s h e d .  Clever-  

don d e s c r i b e s  t h e i r  f e v e r i s h  a c t i v i t y :  

Under t h e  chairmanship of  R . T .  E l l i o t ,  K . C . ,  t h e  
League appoin ted  workers f o r  every c i t y  ward, held  
campaign meet ings  and i n v i t e d  a l l  sympathe t ic  
o r g a n i z e r s ,  whether men's o r  women's t o  send 
d e l e g a t e s  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  committee. 5 i  

Women n o t  a f f i l i a t e d  t o  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a l s o  took p a r t  

i n  t h e  campaign. Mary Norton, i n  Campbell River a t  t h i s  t ime ,  

walked mi l e s  each day t o  t a l k  t o  d i s t a n t  neighbours  on t h e  

s u b j e c t .  5 2  The women's e f f o r t s  were rewarded: t h e  referendum 

pas sed ,  and no t  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  was e l e c t e d .  

I b i d . ,  May 16 ,  

51. Cleverdon,  op. - c i t . ,  p .  5 .  

5 2 .  Persona l  communication. 



The f o l l o w i n g  t a b l e  g i v e s  t h e  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  v o t i n g :  

REFERENDUM RESULTS SUFFRAGE 

For  C i v i l i a n s  Against  43,619 
18,604 

For  S o l d i e r s  Against 8273 6002 

The L i b e r a l s  won t h i r t y  seven  s e a t s  and t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e s  were 

r educed  t o  o n l y  n i n e  members. The S o c i a l i s t s  were l e f t  w i t h  

o n l y  one s e a t .  54 

A t  t h e  opening o f  t h e  1917 s e s s i o n  of P a r l i a m e n t ,  

t h e  Throne Speech o u t l i n e d  t h e  new Government 's  s u f f r a g e  

p r o p o s a l s .  Because a l l  o f  t h e  s o l d i e r s '  v o t e s  had n o t  y e t  

been  r e t u r n e d ,  t h e  women remained d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d .  55 ~ o n s e -  

q u e n t l y ,  t h e  P r e m i e r ,  H . C .  Brews te r ,  d e c i d e d  t o  r e p e a l  b o t h  

o f  t h e  b i l l s  b r o u g h t  i n  by t h e  p r e v i o u s  government and t o  

i n s t i t u t e  women's s u f f r a g e  immedia te ly .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  he  

sough t  t o  remove t h e  b a r r i e r  s t i p u l a t i n g  t h a t  women c o u l d  o n l y  

v o t e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  e l e c t i o n  and would n o t  be  e l i g i b l e  f o r  

o f f i c e  u n t i l  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e l e c t i o n .  T h i s  i n v o l v e d  p r e s e n t i n g  

53. B .  Smith,  o  c i t . ,  p .  342. P r o h i b i t i o n  a l s o  p a s s e d ,  b u t  
n o t  by s u c 8 ;  E g e  m a j o r i t y .  

54. E l s i e  Gregory MacGil l ,  9. - c i t . ,  p .  152 .  

55. The p r e v i o u s  government ' s  b i l l  was t o  come i n t o  e f f e c t  
o n l y  upon t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  referendum r e s u l t s .  



a n o t h e r  b i l l :  "An Act  t o  Amend t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  E l e c t i o n s  Act" .  

I t  began w i t h  new d e f i n i t i o n s :  

Whenever i n  t h i s  Act  words a r e  u s e d  which impor t  
t h e  m a s c u l i n e  gender ,  such  words s h a l l  i n c l u d e  
f emales  a s  w e l l  a s  ma les .  

and 

I n  t h i s  Act  t h e  word ' p e r s o n '  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  
f e m a l e s  a s  w e l l  a s  males  . . . 56 

On A p r i l  5 ,  1917,  t h e  b i l l  r e c e i v e d  Royal A s s e n t  

from L i e u t e n a n t  Governor Barna rd .  Members o f  t h e  Women's 

L i b e r a l  A s s o c i a t i o n s  from Vancouver,  South  Vancouver and 

V i c t o r i a  a t t e n d e d  t h e  s e s s i o n  and were  s e a t e d  on t h e  f l o o r  

o f  t h e  House. "A l a r g e  bouquet  o f  p i n k  and w h i t e  r o s e s  s e n t  

by t h e  l a d i e s  adorned  t h e  desk  o f  t h e  Premier" .  5 7  A f t e r  t h e  

P a r l i a m e n t a r y  f o r m a l i t i e s ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  s u f f r a g e  f o r c e s  

were i n v i t e d  t o  a  v i c t o r y  d i n n e r  t h a t  e v e n i n g .  58 

Vancouver women became t h e  f i r s t  Canadian  women 

t o  v o t e  i n  a  p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n  when a  Vancouver b y - e l e c t i o n  

was c a l l e d  i n  f i r s t .  The f e d e r a l  (Khaki) e l e c t i o n ,  h e l d  

l a t e r  t h a t  y e a r ,  was more r e s t r i c t i v e  i n  i t s  f r a n c h i s e .  

Al though Borden had  i n t r o d u c e d  a  f e d e r a l  s u f f r a g e  b i l l ,  i t  

B . C .  - S t a t u t e s ,  1917,  Chap te r  2 3 ,  S e c t i o n  

57.  D a i l y  C o l o n i s t ,  A p r i l  6 ,  1917,  p .  7 .  

58.  Helen Gregory MacGi l l ,  S t o r y  o f  Women's S u f f r a g e  i n  
B r i t i s h  Columbia, N . D .  N.P. (Hela  i n  Vancouver C i t y  
A r c h ~ v e s  . ) 



e x t e n d e d  o n l y  t o  s e r v i c e  women ( n u r s e s )  and t h e  mothe r s  and 

wives  o f  s e r v i c e  men i n  t h e  hope t h a t  t h e s e  women would 

s u p p o r t  h i s  C o n s c r i p t i o n  p o l i c y .  Consequen t ly  women were n o t  

p e r m i t t e d  t o  v o t e  f e d e r a l l y  u n t i l  1921.  The i n t e n s e  o p p o s i -  

t i o n  t h i s  d e l a y  a r o u s e d  i n  women was d e m o n s t r a t e d  i n  a  speech  

g i v e n  i n  Toron to  by Mary E l l e n  Smi th ,  who l a t e r  became t h e  

f i r s t  woman M . L . A .  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia. The Toron to  News 

r e c o r d e d  h e r  comments a s  f o l l o w s :  "She b i t t e r l y  denounced 

t h e  F r a n c h i s e  A c t ,  and s a i d  s h e  would go t o  t h e  p o l l s  w i t h  a  

s o r e  h e a r t  b e c a u s e  a  number o f  h e r  s i s t e r s  c o u l d  n o t  go w i t h  

h e r .  1159 

CONCLUSION 

I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  more women t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e  became 

i n v o l v e d  i n ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  i n f l u e n c e d  by ,  t h i s  f i n a l  wave of  

a c t i v i t y .  One of  t h e  most  p e r t i n e n t  q u e s t i o n s  r e m a i n i n g  

unanswered i s  why, t h e n ,  d i d  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o f  

women d i s s i p a t e  s o  r e a d i l y  a f t e r  t h e  g a i n i n g  o f  s u f f r a g e  i n  

1917.  Any e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  f a c t  must r e l a t e  t o  t h e  

s t r a t e g y  o f  t h e  p re -1917  s t r u g g l e .  The most obv ious  answer 

i s  t h a t  t h e  s u f f r a g e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had posed  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  

59. A s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  Vancouver Sun, November 22, 1969 ,  p .  14 .  
See a l s o  S .  Jameson S h e i l a g h ,  "Give Your Othe r  Vote t o  t h e  
S i s t e r " ,  A l b e r t a  H i s t o r i c a l  Review, Autumn 1967.  



t h e  f r a n c h i s e  a s  an  end i n  i t s e l f ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  t o o l  w i t h  

which t o  shape  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r .  Because t h e  

l e a d e r s h i p  saw t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  s u f f r a g e  a s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

v i c t o r y ,  t h e  membership was l e f t  w i t h  a  l a c k  of  d i r e c t i o n  and 

saw no o t h e r  wor thwhi l e  p u r p o s e  t o  which f u t u r e  a c t i v i t y  might  

b e  d i r e c t e d .  

The W . C . T . U .  found t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a  s i m i l a r  s i t u a t i o n :  

t h e  v o t e  had  been  s e e n  a s  a  way t o  a c h i e v e  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  

p r o v i n c e  - b u t  b o t h  s u f f r a g e  and p r o h i b i t i o n  had  been  g r a n t e d  

w i t h  t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  re ferendum r e s u l t s .  Al though 

t h e  W . C . T . U .  l e a d e r s h i p  a r g u e d  a t  t h e i r  1918 c o n v e n t i o n  t h a t  

much remained  t o  b e  done ,  t h e i r  words seemed t o  r i n g  hol low.  

Another  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  d e c l i n e  i n  o r g a n i z e d  

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  is' t h a t  t h e  p o s t - 1 9 1 7  work t h a t  d i d  go on ,  - 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  p romot ion  o f  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e f o r m s  ( t o  b e  

i n v e s t i g a t e d  i n  t h e  n e x t  c h a p t e r )  was o f  s u c h  a  n a t u r e  t h a t  

i t  d i d  n o t  r e q u i r e  any k i n d  o f  mass movement: t h e  campaign 

f o r  re form was c h a n n e l l e d  t h r o u g h  one woman M . L . A .  and o n l y  

r e q u i r e d  b r o a d e r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h o s e  women w i t h  t h e  t ime  

and a b i l i t y  t o  c a r r y  o u t  d e t a i l e d  l e g a l  r e s e a r c h .  

Q u i t e  c l e a r l y  t h e  d i s s i p a t i o n  of t h e  s u f f r a g e  

f o r c e s  a f t e r  t h e  a t t a i n m e n t  o f  t h e  v o t e  i s  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  m i d d l e - c l a s s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p :  t h e  movement 

d i d  n o t  go beyond t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r e f o r m s  s imply  because  



t h e  l e a d e r s h i p ,  g i v e n  i t s  i d e o l o g y ,  c o u l d  s e e  no a l t e r n a t i v e .  

T h i s  r e s t r i c t e d  o u t l o o k  was f u r t h e r  r e - i n f o r c e d  by t h e  c o o p t a -  

t i o n  of t h e  movement's l e a d e r s h i p  i n t o  t h e  machinery  o f  govern-  

ment and P a r t y  ( i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y ) .  Thus,  a  

s m a l l  m i n o r i t y  o f  women came t o  r e a p  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  

i n f l u e n c e  won by t h e  s t r u g g l e s  o f  t h e  mass movement. 



CHAPTER SEVEN 

PERIOD OF LEGISLATIVE REFORM 1917-25 

The o r g a n i z a t i o n s  which were behind t h e  new d r i v e  

f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  reform were t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Women's Club, t h e  

Local Council  of Women, and t h e  New Era League. The l a t t e r  

group was t h e  succes so r  of  t h e  P ioneer  P o l i t i c a l  E q u a l i t y  

League. The League had simply r e d e f i n e d  i t s  aims i n  l i g h t  of  

t h e  a t t a inmen t  of t h e  v o t e  and formed t h e  new o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o :  

(1)  i n t e r e s t  women i n  c i v i c ,  p r o v i n c i a l ,  
n a t i o n a l ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  a f f a i r s  

( 2 )  c a r r y  o u t  beneva l en t ,  p a t r i o t i c  and 
educa t iona l  work 

( 3 )  o b t a i n  world-wide equa l  s u f f r a g e ,  equa l  
j u s t i c e  f o r  a l l  men and women, p r o t e c -  
t i o n  f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  equa l  pay f o r  equa l  
work, equa l  moral s t a n d a r d s ,  and world 
wide peace.  1 

I n  more gene ra l  terms,  members sought t o  ach ieve  

' j u s t i c e  and c h a r i t y ' ,  through t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  v o t e .  

The i n c l u s i o n  of t h e  working c l a s s  i s s u e  of equa l  

pay f o r  equa l  work demonstra ted a  new concern f o r  women 

workers - one which was ev iden t  among many e a r l y  B r i t i s h  and 

American women's groups much e a r l i e r .  I n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, 

s p o r a d i c  o rgan iz ing  had occur red  around i s s u e s  of  concern 

t o  t h e  working c l a s s  i n  p rev ious  y e a r s .  I n  1909, f o r  example, 

1. Western Women's Weekly, Vol. I ,  no.  Z. ,  December 2 0 ,  1 9 1 7 ,  
P .  4 .  



a  group o f  Vancouver women ( i n c l u d i n g  MacGi l l  and Smith)  e s t a b -  

l i s h e d  a  f r e e  d a y - c a r e  n u r s e r y  f o r  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  worke r s .  2 

A f t e r  1917, however ,  t h i s  o r g a n i z i n g  was c a r r i e d  on much more 

c o n s i s t e n t l y .  The r o o t  o f  t h i s  c o n c e r n  was n o t  s o  much an  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e s e  women worke r s  a s  women who f a c e d  

s i m i l a r  p rob lems ,  b u t  was t h e  p a t e r n a l i s m  s o  o f t e n  d i s p l a y e d  

by p r i v i l e g e d  members of t h e  s o c i e t y .  Due t o  t h i s  a t t i t u d e ,  

working c l a s s  women were a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  a b s e n t  from t h e  member- 

s h i p  of  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and few e f f o r t s  were made t o  g e t  

them i n .  I t  i s  h a r d l y  s u r p r i s i n g  on s e v e r a l  c o u n t s  t h a t  t h e  

government i t s e l f  a c c e p t e d  t h e  need  f o r  such  r e f o r m s .  The 

L i b e r a l s  had been  e l e c t e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  a  mass campaign waged 

on t h e i r  b e h a l f  by t h e  women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Hence, t h e y  

d i s p l a y e d  a  c e r t a i n  benevo lence  and g r a t i t u d e  towards  women's 

groups  a f t e r  t h e  e l e c t i o n .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  implemen ta t ion  o f  t h e s e  measures  

can  a l s o  be  e x p l a i n e d  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  c h a l l e n g e  

t h e  fundamenta l  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  b u t  r a t h e r  

f u n c t i o n e d  t o  r e i n f o r c e  i t s  most s e r i o u s  weak s p o t s .  On a  

wide r  s c a l e ,  t h e  government ' s  a t t i t u d e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  s o c i a l  

c o n d i t i o n s  of  t h e  e r a .  A p e r i o d  o f  l a b o u r  r a d i c a l i s m  was 

2 .  E l s i e  Gregory MacGi l l ,  op. c i t . ,  p .  130 .  Helen  MacGi l l  - 
l a t e r  became t h e  f i r s t  woman judge i n  Vancouver and Mary 
E l l e n  Smi th ,  t h e  f i r s t  woman M . L . A .  By 1912 ,  t h e  Creche 
was accomodat ing  750 c h i l d r e n  a  month. 



d e v e l o p i n g  and s t r i k e s  were  f r e q u e n t :  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e n s e  

s t r i k e  was waged i n  t h e  F e r n i e  c o a l  m i n e s ;  a  24-hour  g e n e r a l  

s t r i k e  o c c u r r e d  i n  1918 a f t e r  Ginger  Goodwin, a  d r a f t - d o d g e r ,  

was s h o t  by p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  on Vancouver I s l a n d .  Moreover ,  

unemployment a t  t h e  end o f  t h e  war was h i g h .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  

s o c i a l  measures  were e n a c t e d  i n  many a r e a s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  c o n c e r n i n g  women. 5 

The s o c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  a d v o c a t e d  by women's o r g a -  

n i s a t i o n s  can  b e  r o u g h l y  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two c a t e g o r i e s :  

(1)  Reforms t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
o f  m i d d l e - c l a s s  women. 

(2)  Reforms t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  women 
w o r k e r s .  

M i l l e t t  c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h i s  t y p e  o f  r e fo rm a s  f o l l o w s :  

I n  many p l a c e s  t h e r e  was a  r e a l  sympathy f o r  t h e  
s u f f e r i n g s  o f  women i n  i n d u s t r y ,  b u t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  
o f  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  b e h i n d  r e fo rm was l i t t l e  more 
t h a n  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  p a t r i a r c h a l  c u l t u r e  and i n s t i -  
t u t i o n s :  f a m i l y  s t r u c t u r e  was becoming d i s r u p t e d  
( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  f a t h e r  a s  p r o v i d e r  
and head  o f  t h e  h o u s e h o l d ) ;  women i n  i n d u s t r y  had 
a c c e s s  t o  s e x u a l  f reedom;  t h e y  worked t o o  h a r d  i n  
one c i r c u m s t a n c e  ( t h e  f a c t o r y )  t o  s e r v e  p r o p e r l y  
i n  a n o t h e r  ( t h e  home). 4  

The c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  s o c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  e n a c t e d  i n  t h i s  p e r i o d  

v a l i d a t e s  such  an  a n a l y s i s :  t h e  r e f o r m s  e n a c t e d  a p p l i e d  t o  

s e c o n d a r y  phenomena s u c h  a s  minimum wage s c h e d u l e s ,  and n e v e r  

3 .  For example,  a  depa r tmen t  o f  Labour was e s t a b l i s h e d .  

4. M i l l e t t ,  op. c i t . ,  p .  87. 



r e a l l y  t a c k l e d  t h e  more b a s i c  i n e q u a l i t i e s  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  

wage sys t em.  T h i s  i s  n o t  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h e s e  measures  o f  

s o c i a l  r e f o r m  were v a l u e l e s s ,  b u t  mere ly  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  

such  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l o n e  c o u l d  n o t  a l t e r  t h e  b a s i c  p o s i t i o n  o f  

women. 

The 1917 Throne Speech announced t h e  f i r s t  govern-  

m e n t a l  r e fo rm measure ,  t h e  Equal  G u a r d i a n s h i p  A c t .  A s  

p r e v i o u s l y  ment ioned ,  i n e q u i t i e s  i n  g u a r d i a n s h i p  r i g h t s  had 

been  w e l l  r e s e a r c h e d  and p u b l i c i z e d  by t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Women's 

Club.  T h i s  new l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r m u l a t e d  by A t t o r n e y  Genera l  

MacDonald (on t h e  b a s i s  o f  M a c G i l l l s  r e s e a r c h )  " r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  

w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  c h i l d  a s  t h e  paramount c o n s i d e r a t i o n " .  Both 

p a r e n t s  now s h a r e d  l e g a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ,  

and ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  m a r i t a l  s e p a r a t i o n s ,  t h e  c o u r t s  would 

d e a l  w i t h  p a r e n t a l  c l a i m s  " f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e  c h i l d . v 5  

The appo in tmen t  o f  MacGil l  a s  t h e  f i r s t  woman judge 

i n  Vancouver ( i n  t h e  J u v e n i l e  Cour t )  was r e g a r d e d  a s  t h e  n e x t  

ma jo r  b r e a k  t h r o u g h .  Upon l e a r n i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  were women 

judges  i n  C a l g a r y  and Edmonton, t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbian women's 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  had p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  government ,  and when i n v i t e d  

t o  recommend a  woman f o r  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  " t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Women's 

C lub ,  t h e  new E r a  League and t h e  Vancouver Loca l  Counc i l  named 

5 .  E l s i e  Gregory MacGi l l ,  op. - c i t . ,  p .  156 .  
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Helen (MacGill)" . 6  Her r a p i d  appointment  is  no doubt  p a r t i a l l y  

a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a  p a s t  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  

Women's Club,  D r .  Evelyn F a r r i s ,  was m a r r i e d  t o  t h e  A t t o r n e y -  

Genera l .  A t  t h e  i n s i s t e n c e  o f  women e x t e n s i v e  changes  i n  t h e  

sys tem o f  J u v e n i l e  Cour t s  f o l l o w e d .  I n  A p r i l  23, 1918, an 

Act R e s p e c t i n g  J u v e n i l e  c o u r t s  r e c e i v e d  Royal a s s e n t ,  t h e r e b y  

p r o v i d i n g  f o r  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  such  c o u r t s  on a  much b r o a d e r  

b a s i s .  The a u t h o r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e s e  c o u r t s  remained t h e  e x c l u s i v e  

p r e r o g a t i v e  o f  t h e  a p p o i n t e d  judge ,  who had t h e  power t o  a p p o i n t  

a c t i n g  judges  and p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s .  T h i s  i s  p e r h a p s  t h e  

most i l l u s t r a t i v e  example of  t h e  reformism o f  t h e  women's 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  By p e t i t i o n i n g  t h e  government t o  make changes 

i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  j u d i c i a r y ,  women avo ided  t h e  more b a s i c  

q u e s t i o n s  abou t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  which made such 

s t r u c t u r e s  n e c e s s a r y .  What t y p e  o f  s o c i e t y  was i t ,  f o r  

example,  t h a t  e n t r u s t e d  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  a  c h i l d  t o  a  p e r s o n  who 

made h i s  o r  h e r  judgement on t h e  b a s i s  of a  h a l f - h o u r  i n t e r -  

view? T h i s  l i n e  of  q u e s t i o n i n g  would have reduced  t h e  r i g h t  

o f  women t o  become members o f  such  a  t r i b u n a l  t o  a  secondary  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I t  i s  o n l y  f a i r  t o  s t a t e  t h a t ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  

r e l u c t a n c e  and i n a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  women t o  o f f e r  more f a r - r e a c h i n g  

6 .  I b i d . ,  p .  156.  

7 .  S t a t u t e s  o f  B . C . ,  1918,  Chap te r  20. -- 



c h a l l e n g e s ,  MacGill d i d  p l a y  a  g e n e r a l l y  p o s i t i v e  r o l e  w i t h i n  

t h i s  framework. According t o  h e r  daugh te r ,  women of a l l  

c l a s s e s  f locked  t o  MacGi l l ' s  home t o  ask  l e g a l  adv ice  and she  

emerged something of a  t r i b u n e  of women's r i g h t s .  

Mary E l l e n  Smith, f i r s t  woman M . L . A . ,  a l s o  became 

somewhat of a  symbol t o  many women. They looked upon h e r  

v i c t o r y  as  t a n g i b l e  proof  t h a t  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  e f f o r t s  had 

been rewarded. Smith c o n t e s t e d  t h e  1918 b y - e l e c t i o n  a s  an 

Independent t o  f i l l  t h e  s e a t  l e f t  vacan t  fo l l owing  t h e  dea th  

of he r  husband, Ralph ( t h e  former L i b e r a l  Finance M i n i s t e r ) .  

Her p l a t fo rm suppor ted  by v a r i o u s  women's groups,  was an 

i n d i c a t i o n  of t h e  sen t iment  of t h e  t imes .  I t  inc luded  pro-  

p o s a l s  f o r  minimum wages i n  i n d u s t r y ,  equa l  pay f o r  equa l  work, 

pens ions  f o r  i n d i g e n t  mothers wi th  dependent c h i l d r e n ,  and 

t r a i n i n g  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  f o r  j u v e n i l e  d e l i n q u e n t s .  Uncon- 

t e s t e d  by t h e  L i b e r a l s ,  Smith emerged v i c t o r i o u s .  Her maiden 

speech d e l i v e r e d  on March l s t ,  opened wi th  t h e  s t a t emen t  t h a t  

she  had " f a i t h  i n  t h e  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  honor and i n t e g r i t y  of  

every member i n  t h e  House". Such l a v i s h  (non -pa r t i s an )  p r a i s e  

was h a r d l y  a  common occurence i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Assembly, 

where p a r t y  l i n e s  were r i g i d l y  drawn. Even a f t e r  she  jo ined  

t h e  L i b e r a l  P a r t y  t h i s  n o n - f a c t i o n a l  a t t i t u d e  p e r s i s t e d ,  

much t o  t h e  dismay of h e r  P a r t y .  9  

8. E l s i e  Gregory MacGill ,  op. - c i t . ,  p .  159. 

9 .  I b i d . ,  p .  159. Smi th ' s  husband fol lowed a  s i m i l a r  course  of  
action. E lec t ed  a s  a  l abour  cand ida t e ,  he d e s e r t e d  t h e i r  
ranks  t o  become a  prominent member of  t h e  L i b e r a l  p a r t y .  



They viewed h e r  e l e c t i o n  a s  a  c l e a r  mandate f o r  

r e f o r m  and w h i l e  t h e  women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s  r e s e a r c h e d  t h e  

p r o g r e s s i v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  Smith p l a y e d  a  

prominent  r o l e  i n  g u i d i n g  s i m i l a r  measures  th rough  t h e  House. 

One of  t h e  most i m p o r t a n t  B i l l s  a s s e n t e d  t o  i n  h e r  

t i r s t  te rm was An Act t o  F i x  a  Minimum Wage f o r  Women. 10 

S e c t i o n  t h r e e  of t h e  Act e s t a b l i s h e d  a  minimum wage board  which 

c o n s i s t e d  o f  t h r e e  members: one was t o  b e  t h e  Deputy M i n i s t e r  

o f  Labour and t h e  o t h e r  two were t o  be a p p o i n t e d  by t h e  

L ieu tenan t -Governor .  I t  was f u r t h e r  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  one o f  

t h e s e  two l a t t e r  p o s i t i o n s  would be f i l l e d  by a  woman. The 

powers o f  t h e  Board were o u t l i n e d  i n  S e c t i o n  5 .  

I t  s h a l l  be  t h e  d u t y  o f  t h e  Board t o  a s c e r t a i n  
t h e  wages p a i d  t o  employees i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  
o c c u p a t i o n s ,  t r a d e s  and i n d u s t r i e s  i n  which women 
a r e  employed i n  t h i s  p r o v i n c e ,  and  t o  f i x  t h e  
minimum wage. The Board s h a l l  have f u l l  power 
and a u t h o r i t y  e i t h e r  by any member o f  t h e  Board 
o r  by any d u l y  a u t h o r i z e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  t o  i n s p e c t ,  
and examine any and a l l  books,  p a y r o l l s  and o t h e r  
r e c o r d s  o f  any employer t h a t  i n  any way a p p e r t a i n s  
t o  o r  have any b e a r i n g  upon t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  wages 
o f  t h e  employee. 11 

The mechanism t o  e s t a b l i s h  minimum wage l e v e l s  was a  

sys tem o f  c o n f e r e n c e s  a t  which an  e q u a l  number o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

10 .  S t a t u t e s  -- o f  B . C . ,  1918,  Chap te r  56. 

11. S t a t u t e s  -- o f  B . C . ,  1918,  Chap te r  56, S e c t i o n  5 .  



from employers ,  employees and " t h e  p u b l i c "  would draw up 

recommendations f o r  a  f a i r  wage, deemed l lproper  i n  t h e  occu-  

p a t i o n  o r  i n d u s t r y ,  and adequa te  t o  s u p p l y  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c o s t  

of l i v i n g .  1 1 1 2  One of  t h e  many shor t comings  on t h e  A c t ,  was 

t h e  e x t e n s i v e  power of t h e  board :  t h e  recommendations o f  t h e  

j o i n t  c o n f e r e n c e s  were n o t  b i n d i n g  and t h e  Board r e t a i n e d  

t h e  power t o  make t h e  f i n a l  d e c i s i o n .  V i o l a t i o n s  o f  t h e  A c t ,  

e i t h e r  by f a i l i n g  t o  pay  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  minimum r a t e  o r  by 

i n t i m i d a t i n g  employees ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  a  p e n a l t y  of  $25 t o  $100 

f i n e .  However, i n  o r d e r  f o r  t h e  employee t o  r e c o v e r  wages 

t o  which s h e  was e n t i t l e d  under  t h e  A c t ,  t h e  m a t t e r  had t o  go 

t o  t h e  c o u r t s .  While i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  s h e  would u l t i m a t e l y  be  

r e - i m b u r s e d  c o u r t  c o s t s  and s o l i c i t o r s '  f e e s ,  few women had 

t h e  money r e q u i r e d  t o  b e g i n  p r o c e e d i n g s  and fewer  s t i l l  c o u l d  

t a k e  t h e  t ime  t o  make t h e  many c o u r t  a p p e a r a n c e s  which would 

be r e q u i r e d .  The scope  o f  t h e  Act was a l s o  l i m i t e d :  "This  

Act s h a l l  n o t  a p p l y  t o  f a r m - l a b o u r e r s ,  f r u i t  p i c k e r s ,  domes t i c  

s e r v a n t s  o r  t h e i r  employers .  "I3 Yet i t  was p r e c i s e l y  i n  t h e s e  

a r e a s  t h a t  some of  t h e  w o r s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of  women took  p l a c e .  

The appointment  o f  Helen MacGil l  t o  t h e  Minimum 

Wage Board i n d i c a t e s  a  f u r t h e r  l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  Act - i n  

t h e  s t i p u l a t i o n  t h a t  one woman was t o  s i t  on t h e  Board, t h e r e  

was no p r o v i s i o n  t h a t  s h e  must have any d i r e c t  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  

1 2 .  S t a t u t e s  -- o f  B . C . ,  1918,  Chap te r  56 ,  S e c t i o n  7 .  

13 .  S t a t u t e s  -- of  B . C . ,  1918,  Chap te r  56 ,  S e c t i o n  15 .  



t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  working women. While i t  would b e  u n f a i r  t o  

s a y  t h a t  MacGil l  was n o t  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  women, s h e  n e v e r  saw 

h e r s e l f  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  them t h e r e f o r e  s h e  was n o t  a c c o u n t a b l e  

t o  anyone f o r  h e r  a c t i o n s .  M a c G i l l ' s  e n d o r s a t i o n  of t h e  i d e a  

o f  a  minimum wage i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s t a t e m e n t  g i v e s  some i n d i -  

c a t i o n  o f  h e r  o u t l o o k  on such  m a t t e r s .  

The a d v a n t a g e s  o f  f i x i n g  a  minimum wage a r e  
n o t  a l o n e  t o  t h e  employee. Such wage i s  t h e  
f a i r  e m p l o y e r ' s  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  u n f a i r  
employer who o t h e r w i s e  i s  a b l e  t o  u n d e r s e l l  by 
p a y i n g  s t a r v a t i o n  wages.14 

The f o l l o w i n g  y e a r ,  a  b i l l  was p a s s e d  which was l a t e r  

t o  b e  w i d e l y  c i t e d  by s u f f r a g i s t s  a s  one of  t h e i r  most i m p o r t a n t  

ach ievement s  - t h e  T e s t a t o r ' s  Family Maintenance  A c t .  l5 By 

t h i s  a c t ,  power was g i v e n  t o  t h e  Supreme Cour t  t o  make f u r t h e r  

p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  t h e  p r o p e r  ma in tenance  and s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  " t e s t a -  

t o r ' s  w i f e ,  husband,  o r  c h i l d r e n ! '  upon d e t e r m i n i n g  t h a t  t h e  

amount p r o v i d e d  i n  t h e  w i l l  was i n s u f f i c i e n t .  I n  o r d e r  t o  

b e g i n  such  p r o c e e d i n g s ,  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  members o f  t h e  f a m i l y  

( o r  g u a r d i a n s )  were r e q u i r e d  t o  f i l e  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  a p p l i c a t i o n  

w i t h  b o t h  t h e  Cour t  and t h e  Land R e g i s t r y  O f f i c e r .  The c l a s s  

n a t u r e  o f  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  needs  l i t t l e  e l a b o r a t i o n  - 

i t  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of worke r s  l a c k e d  

14 .  E l s i e  Gregory MacGi l l ,  op. - c i t . ,  p .  160 .  

1 5 .  S t a t u t e s  -- o f  B . C . ,  1920,  C h a p t e r  94 .  



p r o p e r t y ,  and l e g a l  proceedings  were s o  c o s t l y  t o  i n i t i a t e  

t h a t  t h i s  new procedure  was ha rd ly  a  r e a l i s t i c  course  of  

a c t i o n  f o r  them. 

A p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n  i n t e rvened  be fo re  t h e  nex t  

round of reforms were enac ted .  Smith aga in  c o n t e s t e d  a  s e a t  

( t h i s  t ime a s  a  L i b e r a l ) ,  and was opposed by two o t h e r  women. 16 

The e l e c t i o n  r e t u r n s  were impress ive  - she  p o l l e d  a  7,000 vo t e  

p l u r a l i t y ,  t h e  " g r e a t e s t  number of v o t e s  any person has  ever  

r ece ived  i n  any e l e c t i o n  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia.ll 1 7  

'Honest '  John O l i v e r ,  t h e  Del ta  farmer  who became 

Premier fo l lowing  t h e  d e a t h  of Brewster ,  rewarded Smi th ' s  

ou t s t and ing  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  by o f f e r i n g  t o  make a  Cabinet  

M i n i s t e r ,  o r  even Speaker of  t h e  House. Although no woman 

had eve r  f i l l e d  t h e  l a t t e r  p o s i t i o n ,  she  dec l ined  it i n  favour  

of a  Cabinet  p o s i t i o n  - she became a  M i n i s t e r  w i thou t  P o r t -  

f o l o i o ,  . (. only t o  r e s i g n  s i x  months l a t e r .  Her l e t t e r  of 

r e s i g n a t i o n  i s  t e l l i n g :  

Dear M r .  Premier:  
I herewi th  t e n d e r  my r e s i g n a t i o n  a s  a  member 

of  t h e  Execut ive  Council  and member wi thout  P o r t -  
f o l i o .  

For sometime I have f e l t ,  a s  you know, t h a t  
I should  t a k e  t h i s  cou r se ,  a s  I have been i n  t h e  
u n f o r t u n a t e  p o s i t i o n  of  having t o  assume t h e  

16.  A Conservat ive  P a r t y  woman and a  L iber ty -Leaguer  (Conserva- 
t i v e  s p l i n t e r  g roup) .  

1 7 .  The Vancouver Sun, January  9 ,  1971, p .  2 5 .  



r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a c t s  o f  t h e  government w i t h o u t  
b e i n g  i n  a  p o s i t i o n  t o  c r i t i c i z e  o r  a d v i s e  - a s  
a  member o f  t h e  c o u n c i l  I have  p r e c l u d e d  ( s i c )  
from c r i t i c i s m .  

I am, a f t e r  a l l ,  p r i m a r i l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  women 
and c h i l d r e n  and no m a t t e r  what government has  
power a s  l o n g  a s  I have t h e  honor  t o  r e p r e s e n t  them 
I s h a l l  f i n d  t h e  h a p p i n e s s  t h a t  p u b l i c  l i f e  g i v e s .  

P u b l i c  l i f e  i s  n o t  a  v i r t u e  we b o a s t  o f ,  b u t  
t h e r e  i s  always t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  r e n d e r e d  
s e r v i c e .  

B e l i e v e  me t o  be ,  y o u r s  s i n c e r e l y - -  18  

Subsequent  newspaper  r e p o r t s  p r o v i d e d  a more p o i n t e d  

a n a l y s i s  o f  h e r  r e s i g n a t i o n :  

P remie r  J o h n  O l i v e r  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  much o f  women i n  
p u b l i c  l i f e ,  l e t  a l o n e  ( s i c )  i n  h i s  c a b i n e t .  He 
t h o u g h t  women s h o u l d  s t a y  home and mind t h e  k i d s .  
Women o f  t h e  t i m e  were s o  n o i s y  a b o u t  h a v i n g  a  
woman i n  t h e  c a b i n e t  t h a t  he  c a p i t u l a t e d ,  and made 
Mary E l l e n  a  m i n i s t e r  w i t h o u t  p o r t f o l i o .  He 
a t t e m p t e d  t o  s i l e n c e  h e r  by making h e r  Madame 
Speaker ,  b u t  s h e  would have none o f  i t .  She i n -  
s i s t e d  upon u s i n g  h e r  tongue  . . .  He took  i t  v e r y  
w e l l  ( h e r  r e s i g n a t i o n ) ,  happy no doub t  t o  s e e  t h e  
end o f  h e r  a t  h i s  c a b i n e t  m e e t i n g s  . I 9  

The y e a r  1921  h a s  been  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  t h e  'women's 

y e a r ' :  f e d e r a l l y ,  Agnes MacPhai l  was t h e  f i r s t  woman t o  be  

e l e c t e d  a  Member of  P a r l i a m e n t ;  and ,  p r o v i n c i a l l y ,  a  new 

r a n g e  o f  s o c i a l  r e f o r m s  were  e n a c t e d .  A 1920 a c t  p r o v i d i n g  

p e n s i o n s  f o r  mothe r s  s t i p u l a t e d  t h a t  Loca l  Adv i so ry  Boards b e  

1 8 .  A s  quo ted  i n  The Vancouver Sun, J a n u a r y  25 ,  1971,  p .  2 2 .  - 
19 .  I b i d . ,  J a n u a r y  28 ,  1971,  p .  2 2 .  



e s t a b l i s h e d  " t o  r e p o r t  on a p p l i c a t i o n s  ( f o r  such  p e n s i o n s )  and 

t o  v i s i t  f a m i l i e s  r e q u i r i n g  a s s i s t a n c e .  " 2 0  By 1921 ,  t h i s  

Board was o p e r a t i n g  th roughou t  t h e  p r o v i n c e .  Once a g a i n  MacGill  

f i l l e d  t h e  s e a t  r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  Act f o r  a  woman, and once a g a i n  

t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  h i g h l y  c e n t r a l i z e d  d e c i s i o n  making was e v i d e n t  

i n  t h e  e x t e n s i v e  powers o f  t h e  Board. A Woman c o u l d  a p p l y  f o r  

a i d  i f  s h e  was (1) a  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t ,  (2)  a B . C .  r e s i d e n t  f o r  

e i g h t e e n  months ( 3 )  t h e  mother  and s o l e  s u p p o r t e r  of a  c h i l d  

under  s i x t e e n  y e a r s  o f  a g e ,  and ( 4 ) w i t h o u t  means w i t h  which t o  

s u p p o r t  t h e  c h i l d .  The Board c o u l d  deny such  s u p p o r t  i f  i t  

f e l t :  

(1) The mother  was n e i t h e r  a  ' f i t '  n o r  
a  ' p r o p e r '  p e r s o n  t o  have c u s t o d y .  

(2)  The b e s t  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  c h i l d ,  would 
n o t  be s e r v e d  i f  he  o r  s h e  remained i n  
t h e  c u s t o d y  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  21 

Al though t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of  such  a  d e n i a l  were l e f t  u n s p e c i -  

f i e d  i n  t h e  Ac t ,  presumably  i t  meant t h a t  t h e  mother  would be  

f o r c e d  t o  g i v e  up h e r  c h i l d  t o  t h e  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of  t h e  

Department -who a l s o  happened t o  be  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  o f  

Neg lec ted  C h i l d r e n  under  t h e  ' I n f a n t s  A c t ' .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  

t h e  Act c o u l d  have b e n e f i c i a l  r e s u l t s  by p r o v i d i n g  d e s e r t e d  

o r  widowed mothers  and t h e i r  c h i l d  w i t h  minimum s u p p o r t ,  b u t ,  

on t h e  o t h e r  hand,  by a l l o t t i n g  such  b road  powers t o  t h e  Board,  

d i s a s t r o u s  r e s u l t s  c o u l d  e n s u e ,  depending upon t h e  s e n t i m e n t s  

and judgments o f  i t s  t h r e e  members. 

20. S t a t u t e s  o f  B . C . ,  1920,  Chap te r  61 .  -- 
2 1 .  I b i d . ,  1920, Chap te r  61 ,  S e c t i o n s  4 6 5 .  



I n  t h e  1921 s e s s i o n ,  two b i l l s  des igned t o  a i d  

working women were i n t roduced :  an Act concerning t h e  Employ- 

ment of Women be fo re  and a f t e r  c h i l d b i r t h 2 2  and an Act concern- 

ing  t h e  Employment of  Women dur ing  t h e  Night .  2 3  The former 

p i e c e  of l e g i s l a t i o n  was almost  wor th l e s s  a s  i t  d i d  n o t  cover 

v a s t  numbers of working women; moreover t h e  government d i d  

very  l i t t l e  t o  draw t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  Act t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  

of t hose  whom i t  d i d  cover .  The Act i n  f a c t ,  inc luded  on ly  

t h r e e  gene ra l  c a t e g o r i e s  of employment, mines ,  f a c t o r i e s  and 

c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  b u t  t h e  p rov i sos  of t h e s e  groups were w e l l  

fo rmula ted .  S e c t i o n  t h r e e  of t he  b i l l  pe rmi t t ed  a  pregnant  

woman t o  l e a v e  h e r  p l a c e  of  employment f o r  s i x  weeks p r i o r  

t o  and s i x  weeks fo l l owing  h e r  confinement,  wi thout  t h e  f e a r  

of d i s m i s s a l .  Upon h e r  r e t u r n  t o  work, she  was a l l o t t e d  h a l f  

an  hour ,  twice  d a i l y ,  t o  nu r se  h e r  c h i l d .  Wage r e d u c t i o n s  

f o r  l o s t  t ime remained a  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  however, a s  t h e  b i l l  

con ta ined  no p r o v i s i o n s  p rec lud ing  such a c t i o n .  The p e n a l t y  

imposed on any employer con t raven ing  t h e  Act was a  f i n e  no t  

exceeding one thousand d o l l a r s .  However, no machinery t o  

i n i t i a t e  p rosecu t ions  was provided f o r .  

2 2 .  I b i d . ,  1921, Chapter  37. 

23. I b i d . ,  1921, Chapter  6 4 .  



The l a t t e r  b i l l ,  t h e  Night Employment of  Women's 

Act ,  was even more r e s t r i c t i v e .  I t  a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  same 

l i m i t e d  c a t e g o r i e s  of  women, and even w i t h i n  t h e s e  l i m i t e d  

numerous excep t ions  were provided f o r .  For example, women 

were n o t  t o  be h i r e d  "between t h e  hour of  e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  i n  

t h e  evening and t h e  hour of  seven o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning" 

I '  except  i n  ca se s  where t h e r e  occurs  an i n t e r r u p t i o n  of work 

which it i s  impossible  t o  f o r e s e e ,  and which i s  no t  of a 

r e c u r r i n g  nature"  - o r  " i n  ca se s  where t h e  work has t o  do w i t h  

raw m a t e r i a l s  o r  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  course  of t r ea tmen t  which 

a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  r a p i d  d e t e r i o r a t i o n ,  when such n i g h t  work i s  

necessary  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  s a i d  m a t e r i a l s  from c e r t a i n  l o s s .  ' I  2 4  

The scope of  t h i s  t h e s i s  does no t  permi t  an i n v e s t i -  

g a t i o n  of every b i l l  concerned wi th  t h e  we l f a r e  of women; nor 

i s  it neces sa ry ,  f o r  t h e  gene ra l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  such 

l e g i s l a t i o n  have been adequa te ly  demonstra ted by t h e  p reced ing  

a n a l y s i s .  On t h e  b a s i s  of  t h e  few examples d i s c u s s e d ,  i t  i s  

apparen t  t h a t  such l e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i s i o n s  a s  were enac ted  only  

had a  l i m i t e d  impact on t h e  oppress ion  and e x p l o i t a t i o n  of 

women workers i n  t h e  workplace.  This  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  - 

l e g i s l a t i o n  a lone  has  never  been s u f f i c i e n t  t o  produce a r a d i -  

c a l  change i n  working c o n d i t i o n s .  The important  p o i n t ,  however, 

2 4 .  I b i d . ,  1921, Chapter  46, Sec t ion  4 .  



i s  t h a t  women who a g i t a t e d  f o r  s u c h  r e f o r m s  t h o u g h t  t h e y  were! 

They a rgued  t h a t  l i b e r a t i o n  c o u l d  be  e n a c t e d ,  a l t h o u g h  it may 

t a k e  t i m e .  With t h i s  i n  mind f i v e  such  women p e t i t i o n e d  t h e  

Supreme C o u r t ,  i n  1927,  t o  d e c l a r e  t h a t  women c o u l d  l e g a l l y  b e  

c a l l e d  ' p e o p l e ' t h u s  r e n d e r i n g  them e l i g i b l e  t o  become S e n a t o r s .  2 5  

But t o k e n  S e n a t o r s  l i k e  t o k e n  M L A ' s  can  accompl i sh  l i t t l e  and 

women do n o t  become ' p e o p l e '  upon t h e  judgement o f  t h e  Supreme 

c o u r t  . 
A f t e r  a  f u r t h e r  h a l f  c e n t u r y  of  ' p r o g r e s s i v e '  l e g i s -  

l a t i o n ,  it becomes a p p a r e n t  t h a t  such  measures  a r e  n o t  t h e  

answer :  by t h e i r  v e r y  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e y  a r e  enac ted  t o  s t a b i l i z e  

t h e  s t a t u s  quo. Women's f reedom i s  beyond t h e  r e a l m  o f  t h e  

s t a t u s  quo f o r  i t  c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  v e r y  b a s i s  o f  a s o c i e t y  b u i l t  

upon p a t r i a r c h a l  f o u n d a t i o n s .  

THE POLITICAL ACTIVITY OF WOMEN IN RETROSPECT 

The p o l i t i c a l  awakening o f  women i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia 

a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  c e n t u r y  was a  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  b a s i c  s t r u c t u r a l  

a l t e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  economy. The development  of  a p o l i t i c a l  

c o n s c i o u s n e s s  among women s h o u l d  n o t  be  s e e n  a s  a n  i s o l a t e d  

phenomenon: i t  was a  r e s p o n s e  t o  genu ine  g r i e v a n c e s  t h a t  a r o s e  

from t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  newly d e v e l o p i n g  economic o r d e r .  

25. See Una MacLean, "The Famous Five" ,  A l b e r t a  H i s t o r i c a l  
Review, Vol .  1 0 ,  No. 2 . ,  1962. 



The r a p i d  i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  of  t h e  economy a t  t h e  

t u r n  of t h e  c e n t u r y  had a  p ro found  e f f e c t  on t h e  s o c i a l  con- 

d i t i o n s  under  which women l i v e d  and worked. The new o r d e r  

s u b j e c t e d  women t o  abominable  abuses  i n  t h e  work f o r c e ,  

p l a c i n g  them on a  p a r  w i t h  o r i e n t a l  and n a t i v e  l a b o u r :  

r a c i s m  and sex i sm p l a y e d  s i m i l a r  f u n c t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t r u c t u r i n g  

o f  t h e  l a b o u r  m a r k e t .  A t  t h e  same t i m e ,  however ,  economic 

development  p roduced  a  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l  c l a s s e s  and 

t h u s ,  a  new l a y e r  o f  women merged w i t h  t h e  a b i l i t y  and r e -  

s o u r c e s  t o  c r i t i c i z e  such  s o c i a l  e v i l s .  The development  and 

d i r e c t i o n  of  t h e  emergent  s o c i a l  movement o f  women was t h u s  

i n i t i a l l y  l i n k e d  w i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  new p a t t e r n s  o f  s o c i a l  

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n .  Accord ing  t o  K r a d i t o r ,  t h e  midd le  c l a s s  

women o f  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  had " a c q u i r e d  educa -  

t i o n ,  l e i s u r e  t i m e ,  and t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  

a c t i v i t i e s  o u t s i d e  t h e i r  homes, a l l  o f  which made them aware 

o f  t h e  gap between t h e i r  s o c i a l  s t a n d i n g  and economic 

s t a t u s  on t h e  one hand ,  and t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  power on t h e  

o t h e r .  T h i s  awareness  b r e d  a  s e n s e  o f  g r i e v a n c e  and a L m o t i v e  

f o r  t h e  s t r u g g l e  t o  s e c u r e  r e d r e s s .  T I  2 6  

I n  o t h e r  words midd le  c l a s s  women were  f i r s t  

m o b i l i z e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e i r  p r i v i l e g e d  c l a s s  

26. A i l e e n  S .  K r a d i t o r ,  The I d e a s  o f  t h e  Woman S u f f r a g e  Move- 
ment ,  1890-1920,  ( ~ e w o m o E m b i a  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  
1965,  p .  260.) 



p o s i t i o n .  To a c h i e v e  t h i s  g o a l ,  t h e  women r e l i e d  upon a r g u -  

ments  a f f i r m i n g  t h e  dominant  s o c i a l  norms of  j u s t i c e  and demo- 

c r a t i c  r i g h t s .  I n  B . C . ,  t h e  working women who took  p a r t  i n  

Labour s t r u g g l e s  d i d  s o  o u t  o f  c o n c r e t e  n e c e s s i t y ,  and n o t  i n  

o r d e r  t o  p r e s e r v e  c l a s s  p r i v i l e g e :  i t  w a s  n o t  a  q u e s t i o n  of  

c o n s o l i d a t i n g  t h e i r  e x i s t i n g  s o c i a l  p o s i t i o n  ( e x t e n d i n g  t o  

women t h e  s t a t u s  a l r e a d y  a t t a i n e d  by men o f  t h e i r  c l a s s ) ,  b u t  

of s t r u g g l i n g  f o r  a  t o t a l l y  new s o c i a l  s t a t u s  i n  a  manner t h a t  

i m p l i c i t l y  a t t r a c t e d  t h e  s u b o r d i n a t e  c l a s s  s t a t u s  o f  a l l  w o r k e r s ,  

men a s  w e l l  a s  women. 

Working c l a s s  women were n o t  drawn i n t o  t h e  s u f f r a g e  

movement b e c a u s e  t h e  v o t e  c o u l d  n o t  b e  a  panacea  f o r  t h e  

s o c i a l  problems t h e y  c o n f r o n t e d  - i t  c o u l d  a t  b e s t  have been  

o n l y  one weapon i n  a  much b r o a d e r  s t r a t e g y .  Thus a  movement 

whose demands and a c t i v i t i e s  were t o t a l l y  o c c u p i e d  w i t h  t h e  

v o t e  c o u l d  have l i t t l e  a p p e a l  t o  working women. Moreover ,  

t h e  dominan t ly  m i d d l e - c l a s s  i d e o l o g y  w i t h i n  which even t h e s e  

v e r y  l i m i t e d  demands o f  t h e  s u f f r a g e  movement were  s e t  ( t h e  

v o t e  s e e n  a s  a  means t o  f u r t h e r  e n t r e n c h  midd le  c l a s s  v a l u e s  

e t c . ) ,  c o u l d  o n l y  s e r v e  t o  f u r t h e r  a l i e n a t e  working c l a s s  

women. 

T h i s  a b s e n c e  o f  working c l a s s  women i n  any o f  t h e  

women's o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i s  one o f  t h e  most  p ro found  f a i l u r e s  

of t h e  groups  of  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  f o r  it meant  t h a t  a  s m a l l  s e c t o r  

of p r i v i l e g e d  women r e a p e d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  a g i t a t i o n  and  



s t r u g g l e .  I t  i s  t h e s e  women t h a t  a r e  h e l d  up by ' p r o g r e s s i v e '  

academics  a s  p roof  t h a t  t h e  c o n d i t i o c  o f  women improved i n  t h e  

c o u r s e  o f  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  and e a r l y  20 th  c e n t u r i e s .  The ad-  

vancement o f  t h i s  s m a l l  group of  women, however ,  was p r e d i c a t e d  

on t h e i r  a c c e p t a n c e  of  t h e  p a t r i a r c h a l  r u l e s  of  t h e  s o c i e t y  and 

o n l y  w i t h i n  t h i s  framework have t h e y  a t t a i n e d  e s t eem.  Simone 

de  Beauvoi r  a r g u e s  t h a t  t h e  r e i g n s  o f  Queen E l i z a b e t h ,  C a t h e r -  

i n e  t h e  G r e a t  and Queen I s a b e l l a  a r e  l a u d e d  b e c a u s e ,  a s  

Queens,  women become n e i t h e r  male n o r  f e m a l e ,  b u t  s o v e r e i g n s :  

I t  i s  r emarkab le  t h a t  t h e i r  f e m i n i n i t y ,  when 
s o c i a l l y  a b o l i s h e d ,  s h o u l d  have no l o n g e r  
meant i n f e r i o r i t y ;  t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  of queens  
who had g r e a t  r gns i s  i n f i n i t e l y  above t h a t  
o f  g r e a t  k i n g s .  !!.+ 

Women worke r s  e x p l o i t e d  b o t h  a s  d o m e s t i c  c u s t o d i a n s  

and a s  employees,  have  been  s low t o  o r g a n i z e .  The dominance 

o f  f a m i l y  r o l e s  i n  t h e i r  l i f e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  

t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  become p o l i t i c a l l y  i n v o l v e d .  Any o r g a n i z a -  

t i o n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  make c o n t a c t  w i t h  working  women must  r e -  

spond t o  t h i s  problem.  The s u f f r a g e  groups  i n  B r i t i s h  

Columbia d i d  n o t .  However, even  when women j o i n e d  t h e  t r a d e  

u n i o n  movement, a u t h o r i t a r i a n  and c h a u v i n i s t i c  a t t i t u d e s  on 

t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  male l e a d e r s h i p  q u i c k l y  dampened any au tono-  

mous a s s e r t i o n  of  t h e  s p e c i f i c  needs  o f  working women. 

27. de  Beauvo i r ,  op .  c i t . ,  p .  120.  



Bureaucracy reinforced by the social norms of a patriarchal 

society effectively stifled any trends towards independent 

activity. 

It is clear that the liberation of women has not 

taken place through legislative reform: this is an historical 

judgement of the organizations that were so preoccupied with 

this form of political action. At the present time a radically 

new wave of politicization and political mobilization is 

taking place among women. The new organization spawned by 

these developments have attempted (sometimes consciously and 

sometimes not), to avoid the type of outlook that characterized 

women's political activity in the past as typified by such 

groups as the W.C.T.U. and the B.C.P.E.L. For instance, on 

a simple organizational level, meetings are held at times con- 

venient for working women. More importantly, however, is that 

contemporary political groups see the oppression of women as 

part and parcel of a capitalist social order which must be 

transformed in order to make the liberation of women possible. 

Consequently, the narrow focus of past political movements among 

women on legal reform and parliamentary channels has been 

transcended. The new movement is an explicitly revolutionary 

one - a movement of total contestation. 
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Young, J . C . ,  Scrapbook h e l d  i n  B . C .  P r o v i n c i a l  Archives .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  p e r s o n a l  f i l e s  on t h e  fo l lowing  women, maintained 
by t h e  P r o v i n c i a l ,  and/or  Vancouver C i t y  Arch ives ,  were con- 
s u l t e d :  

E s s i e  Brown Mrs. W .  Lashley Ha l l  
Sus i e  Lane Clark  Mrs. Maria Grant 
Helena Gu t t e r idge  Mary E l l e n  Smith 
Helen Gregory MacGill Mrs. C e c i l i a  Spofford 


