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Climate action requires both… 

`

MITIGATION ADAPTATION

Adjusting what 

we do to avoid 

negative 

impacts and 

take advantage 

of opportunities

Reducing 

greenhouse gas 

emissions





B.C.’s Adaptation Strategy

VISION 
BC is prepared for and resilient to the impacts of climate change

1) Build a strong 

foundation of 

knowledge and 

tools 
• climate science 

• monitoring 

• tools for decision-makers 

• knowledge transfer

2) Make 

adaptation part 

of the BC Gov’t’s

business
• gov’t planning

• integrate in relevant 

legislation, regulations, 

approvals

• cross-gov’t coordination

3) Assess risks 

and implement 

priority actions 

in climate-

sensitive sectors 

www.env.gov.bc.ca/cas/adaptation/index.html



Support climate science and 
monitoring

1) Build a strong 
foundation of 

knowledge and tools 

• PICS: research on solutions for 

mitigation and adaptation

• PCIC: historical and future climate 

information; modeling of climate 

impacts

• Enhancing meteorological network 



Adaptation tools and 
knowledge transfer

1) Build a strong 
foundation of 

knowledge and tools 



Engaging British Columbian’s 
1) Build a strong 

foundation of 
knowledge and tools 



2) Make adaptation 
part of Provincial 

Gov’t business
Mainstreaming adaptation

• Consider adaptation in planning 

(Service Plans, business plans)

• Integrate in relevant legislations, 

regulations, approvals 

• Strengthen cross-gov’t

coordination

• Engage and work with partners

• Integrate adaptation into 

initiatives to reduce emissions



• Min. of Transportation assessing highway 

engineering design with Engineers Canada

• Min. Forests, Lands and Natural Resource 

Ops., Future Forest Ecosystem Initiative

• BCAC Climate Action Initiative, Agriculture 

Opportunity and Risk Assessment 

• Proposed flood hazard assessment 

3) Assess risks and 
implement actions 
in climate sensitive 

sectors 

Sectoral assessments



Age-friendly  = climate-friendly 
• Complete, compact, green communities 

• Emission reductions will generate 

environmental and health benefits 

• Adaptation response that considers seniors 

unique vulnerabilities

• Strengthen ability to cope with stress 

(reduced isolation, community networks 

and support, senior-friendly emergency 

response etc.)

Image Source: Collaborative for Advanced Landscape Planning, UBC



Closing thoughts

• Enable local and regional policy and action

• Improve understanding of health impacts and 

population needs in B.C.

• Direct physical impacts and indirect socioeconomic 

and environmental pathways 

• Explore potential interactions between these 

lines of policy development 

• Continue to build partnership and networks 
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