
Appendix B.  
 
Descriptive Terrain Symbols 

Description: 

The accompanying PDF provides a complete summary of terrain symbols with 

description utilized in this research. 

Textural Terms and Symbols 

 

Figure B 1. Textural names with terrain map symbols (modified after Howes and 
Kenk, 1997). 

 

Figure B 2. Description of the specific and common textural terms, with relation 
of size and roundness (Howes and Kenk, 1997). 



 

Figure B 3. A) Specific clastic textures that have narrow size range and 
implication of clast shape (rounded vs. angular) for particles >2 mm. 
B) Common clastic textures referring to groups of specific clastic 
size ranges (modified after Howes and Kenk, 1997). 

 

 

 

 



Surficial Material Terms and Symbols 

Surficial material defined as non-lithified, unconsolidated sediments derived of 

relatively young geological age and constitute the parent material of soils (Howes and 

Kenk, 1997). For detailed description of each material name, refer to Howes and Kenk 

(1997), pages 10 to 25. 

 

Figure B 4. Surficial material name, map symbol and status of activity (Howes 
and Kenk, 1997). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Surface Expressions Terms and Symbols 

Surface expression refers to the form (slope) and pattern expressed by surficial 

material at the ground surface, with three-dimensional shape of material equivalent to 

“landform” used as non-gentic sense (e.g. ridges, plains) (Howes and Kenk, 1997). The 

surface expression is classified according to slope, geometric shape and spatial pattern 

with no genetic implication, for detailed description, refer to Howes and Kenk (1997), 

pages 26 to 41. 

 

 

Figure B 5. A) Surface expression symbol description and B) term and map 
symbol (modified after Howes and Kenk, 1997). 

 



Geomorphological Process Terms and Symbols 

Geomorphological processes refer to natural mechanisms of weathering, erosion 

and deposition that modify the surficial material and landforms and are summed to be 

active unless otherwise stated (Howes and Kenk, 1997). For detailed description, refer 

to Howes and Kenk (1997), pages 42 to 62. 

 

Figure B 6. Geomorphological process terms, map symbols, and summed 
status of geological process (Howes and Kenk, 1997). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Terrain Symbol Subclasses and Subtypes 

Subclasses and subtypes can be incorporated in terrain symbols to provide 

additional information on the surficial material and/or geomorphological process, for 

detailed description, refer to Howes and Kenk (1997), pages 66 to 74. 

  

Figure B 7. Subclasses for mass movements including: slow mass movement 
(F), rapid mass movement (R), and snow avalanche (A) (Howes and 
Kenk, 1997). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Figure B 8.  Subclasses for fluvial processes including: braided channel (B); 
irregularly sinuous channel (I), anastomosing channel (J); and 
meandering channel (M) (Howes and Kenk, 1997). 

 

 


