Small Number and the Salmon Harvest
(Sliammon Translation)

Tug“a?am kY jenx"” menaBsgy

Menathey and the salmon harvest

Wuwwlos mena@gy. paye uk“tam yeyeOts.
Menathey is a young boy who gets into a lot of mischief.
Taset k™ q“et nes Aames. Het Se mans hega & tans nes ?onaganam.

He lives in a small village by the water with his father and mother.
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Hehew ?i mot t%ok* ta xeéi¢

it is a crisp autumn day
ecegatam menaBsy §& mans. Papetas & pa?acs hewtam Bos pa?acum.

Menathey is helping his father to prepare the nets for tomorrows salmon harvest.

“ne k*a gax mot jenx™ k“ik*t®sm k¥ Aek"anam. Meq*jenstam qajehas Aeg™”, natam $& mans.

“There is a school of salmon by Scuttle bay. We need to set our net in the morning while the tide is still
high”, says Menathey's father.

Cet k™a Aa?ayin menaBey Bo gametas 58 mans k™ pa?acim. Qax k™ xaks k™ tox*ux*as..

It is the first time that Menathey will go with his father to catch salmon and he has many questions/
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“€um k™ nes ta tale¢ xeyxagis tatams ta pa?ac hega taxamay ta 8ahams?

2at® tamtan te?e titi xeyxagis?
cumce Box™ins gatams Se xeyxagis?
cum ce Box™wns niji?enx™sgas?

cum k™ nams k¥ cuits ta taxamay?

Cim k* Box*ins Aagts ta pa?ac?

Cim k™ 8ox™uns k¥ Aapjens ta palac?”

“Why are these round pebbles on one side and those pieces of cedar on the other side of the net?
Why do we need those two big rocks?

What is the weight of those pebbles?

How far apart are they?
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Why are the pieces of cedar cut in this shape?
How long is the net?
How deep is the net?
tagamex™ot menabey, uk™sam tam tox™ux¥ax™ k™isam”, gasgasem Se mans
“be patient, menathey, you will learn all tomorrow,” smiles his father.

Hoga ta?awt $aB k™uk™pa hega a0 cepB hojits ta pa?ad. Tawcux™ ga ne?as ta q™ets k™ Aa?ayin

“now run and tell your grandfather and your uncled that the net is ready and that they should be at our
beach before dawn!”

Hehew gq™a?asq™is menaBsy k™ cet yeyebots
Menathey is very excited about his new adventure.

X*a cemas ?i hay Alét. gax™ox™as k™ ti mot jenx™, K¥it%em ta ce

When he finally gets to sleep, he dreams about a big salmon jumping out of the water and falling back
with a splash,
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“picem ga menaBey. k™i ne k™ q“et +agam 5aB man. * <inam menabey Se tans.
“wake up Menathey. Your dad is already down the beach”. Menathey heard his mother’s voice.
Qo Aagq menabBey. gak¥um. K*ank¥untas k¥ uk™cenas.

Papk“atas ta seteq¥ans ta taqt ta Bohomu™>
Ciyetas k¥ ju?ul'("’ hega k"”aqts k¥ hiyom.

When he steps outside, Menathey stops and looks around.

He sees dark sharp peaks of mountains to the north.

He hears the sounds of the waves and the squawks of seagulls.

K“unux“as ta qax tamtumis ?ata q“et. jlhmetas,

Down on the beach, Menathey sees a group of men and starts running towards them as fast as he can.
“?1 mot t* g*al tas”, natam 3¢ k*uk*“pas, peBostas.

“Just on time, Menathey” says his grandfather hugging him.

“Juk*tam hojet k™ums Bo. ?ayswut ta nux“et ?ams pa?lac hega ta pitpcicu.”
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“Our canoes are loaded with nets and baskets and we are ready to go.”

o tasew k™ Aek*anam . paAcetam $e k"uk"pas hega Se CepBs S8 nux™iyet.

When they arrive at Scuttle Bay, Menathey’s grandfather and uncle pull their canoe out of the water,
Ne?ot Powodet menaBey hega 58 mans. Xanatojetas 3& k"uk“pas ta sayayins ta pa?lac.

Menathey and his father stay in their canoe and pass the ends of the net lines to grandfather/
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Hewéisma menaBey. Bo peq“is . memegetam $& mans ta pa?act.
Menathey paddles away from the beach while his dad continues to pay out the net lines.

Hotas ta sayayins ta pa?ac ?i Bo hewéisma tatset ta q¥et. sitatsm e mans ti xagis. Xeysaytansta
pa?ac.

When they reach the beginning of the net, they turn the canoe parallel to the beach and dad throws a
big rock that is attached to the net into the water,

“hesam ta xagis Aayet ta pa?ac”, natam $& mans menaBey.

“this anchor will hold the net in place,” he says to Menathey.

“oh, ¢z k*i k"onux*”, natam menaBey. “het ta xiyxagis gatma?amens ta pa?a¢ ?i het ta taxamay
palisstux® ta pa?ac.

“oh, i see, says Menathey, “the pebbles will keep one edge of the net on the bottom and the pieces of
cedar will float and keep the other edge of the net on the surface.”

Papk“atam menaBey Se gax mot jenx™. Hehew titi mot. Nuk“jeBot k™ Avk™enas. @ox™ins ?2ajumiss ta
jenx™,

Menathey sees how a large group of salmon have drifted inshore with the incoming tide. He looks at
their large smooth bodies and feels his hearbeat fasten.

“hew ti, hotot gewyit®am ta jenx™.”

“how strong and beautiful these fish are!”
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Qeyestux™as ta pavac. Aavayin 4ayis menabey. xanatojetas 5& CepBs ta sayayins ta parac.

The anchor secures the other end of the net and Menathey turns the canoe towards the beach where
his dad passes the net lines to Menathey’s uncle.

‘Cimcesam Box™ tns 7ams qayt? Hat qay gaysttan menabey.

‘qaxacesam jenx™ malax™et stok™?”

“Aometasam tums xanat k™ 2uk* gatas?”

“¢uméesam toxnux¥et ga q¥alasam xapi ta jinjenx®?
While his dad pulls the canoe out of the water, Menathey asks,
“How many salmon will we catch today?”

“How are we going to divide the salmon among our families?”

“Will there be enough for everybody?”

“How do we know that the salmon will come back?’
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“tox*nex"st 2ot”, natam St mans.
Niséx ot te?e, Cegatéx™ 5a0 ¢epB tuk™tas ta pa?ac. Hot®am egat 530 k™uk“pa.

“we have our ways,” answers his father. “now, you stay here to help your uncle pull on the net lines.
I’'m going to help grandpa.”
Aa?ayinew tuk¥jen ta pa?ac. K"unetas jenx™ nenpet ta pa?aC. Tawtas se cepBs. "hew ?i met tums q*al

qaje?as Aeq™ ta qaye. Pot gaga gq™ayin x*2 Cemas qayeyct qax jenx™. ?i mot tums yeye8ot!

They start hauling in the net. Menathey sees that all fish within the area between the beach and the net
are captured and says to his uncle, “Good that we came during the high tide, If the tide were low we
wouldn”t catch this many fish. Our ways are good!.”
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Gaysttanc

Cum k¥ nonpeganams menaBey ga gaga?as kiklex¥sam k“a8 qayt?
My question:

Why did Menathey think that during a low tide the catch would be much smaller?
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