Small Number and the Old Canoe
Story Transcript: English and Huu-ay-aht

Benson Nookemis recorded the Nuuchahnulth Version of the story himself on a dictaphone
cassette recorder and submitted the tape to the Matchcatcher Team. The story was transcribed by
Henry Kammler with the assistance of students of the Nuuchahnulth language at U of Munich:
Merlin Detschey, Julia Haslinger, Susanne Mors, Lara Stephan, and Filip Wissert from Institut
fiir Ethnologie, Minchen, Germany.

?anah?is Huksyuu ?uh?i§ giick“ii?ai?i éapac.
Small Number and the Old Canoe

?uktaa ?anah?is Huksyuu sucaq?lch?a% me?ikgac. Wiwipal¢a saa&ink. ?ukc1q%as natnanigsak.
Wiiya?al 2uuswaa ?ani wiwipalca saaink me?iAqac?i. Naniiqsu Pusim?ai hasiik ?uukviit %axaas
?inksyiqhtin. "Pusim?ake?ic", waa?ak naniiqsu, "pisatukquuk hitaash ?uupaath
?uksca‘hnmlnhuk?ltqak ?uu?uugukma Aupaa. Aupiichsi?ai.” Kamitq§i?ai?al me?iXgacminh?i.
HitingsaX Aawaa &a?ak?i hinas. TapatSi?ak?at qvaa?ap?aaqiuusi?at pisatuk. ?iih?ii Mitxyuu
?uktaa me?iiqac: ”?unaahcuumm muksyi %aaskaamstuui?apqun tuuxtuux“ap hﬂCpllCﬁ\.hClkap
yaq?aagAuusin sayee?iyarak." Tapats1?a%?al me?ikqacminh?i ?ani usim?aagi Ault?ii Autaat
muksyi?i. 2unaahs$i?ai?al.

?anah?is?1 Huksyuu yaac§i?al yee sayee?ii 2unaah iaskaa%quu muksyi?i. H1s11?1l’<Waqst1nu?a%
Qaqmapt?l yaaq. WahyaSas?akwe?in caqyaqas?al ¢ capac Puuk“it hlyaaqste?l huptaas. Canu?a%
?ani yaaqqaa Saqmapt?i. Aakissi?ak, Auhsaatanu?a ?ani ?uusuqta. Nanaanicsi?ak yaal?ii capac?l.
Qii?isckvai hit huptis ?uusaahi yaaq?ii, Saqmapt. Aakissi?a’ taastaasal yaa ?ani 2uusuqta tuhgiti.
Nanaanicsﬂa% capac?l ?atquu yaa?aka%at tuh¢iti. Nikkva$ agstu?ai, haafinci?ai yaaqgscafin?itq.
Kamltqukwa%?al hinin me?iiqacminh?i.

Nadu?at?at yaqii q“ayiip?itq. Xikaasi?ak éapac?l ?ani Autaat Autaatl. "Qiick¥i?aAma ?ahkuu hit,"
waa?ai?al. ?iihmaa capac?l "Qumistayakituusi Pahkuu?i?" Waa?ai?at ?iih?ii Mitxyuu Pukfee?i:
"Qumaaq?lcha%uum q*iyimtii?at ?ahkuu ?uukwul?" Tapatsﬂa%?a} Hayaapals1?a%?al ?ani

......

?iih?1i Nuutxyuu ?uktaa h11q51?a7uatuk ?uﬁ‘aqstu?a% taata 2uh?aiuk hiig$i?ai. "Hawnq%ah "
waa?ak. "?usim?aiin hawaasqun," waa?ak yuuq~aa haawiihak?i, me?iAlqacminh?i. Yuquaa?a%
hawiigstuAminh?a’. KamitqSi?aA?al hu?acadi?al hihiyath?itq.



?anah?is?i Huksyuu walSi?ai kamltqukwa% hituk?itq naniigsu ?uuk“iit humiishtin Aaxaas.
HaaSin?apak yaa me?idqac?i "nee neen?i," naniiqsak?i Puukv“it?ai. Nasi?ak naniiqsu, naacapu?ak
yaa. "?aqis?aihakia," waa?a. "Yanuuqvi?a’ ?ahnii hitsaatak?itqak." "?aqisk“aci?akhakia,"
waa?alat 2aa?aatuu. HayaapalSi?ak ?ani caqaasit yaa. ?1ighSi?aZ naniigsak?i ?ani 2uuyip ¢apac.
"Qii?isck¥aAma hiis yee hitinqis?i. Sucnqq?lchmatakckwa% hit," waa?al tapatsiA.

%iixgi?ak yaa naniiqsu. "Hamatamah ?ahnii?i dapac?i," waa?ak. "?uupimtma ?ahnii ¢aaxuk
&apac?i 2ahkuu hiyathqin. 2uhitma 2uukviit yaqukvitiis nuwiiqsu ?ah?aa?aX ?aka qataatik
qataatikuk?1," waa?al yaa naniigsu?i. "Hacatakuk“itma yaquk“itiis naniiqsu huhtakminh 2uukviit
capac, &iinut 2uukviil. Naacsahak yaa qacce?i &inut hit ?iih?ii ma?as hiits?atu?as? 2uhitma?at
Puukiit yaqukvitiis ne?iigsuminhuksi."

Tuupsi?ai?itq me?iiqac?i wikyuu?itq we?icul taataapatsi?ai. "S’Kuquaamlhsamah ?Pusiikquus
Capac ?ah?aa?ai &iinut q“aa q“ack“ii?itq yaqwiimit. ?a?aatuu?aaq%ah naniigsakqas ?amiiiik
qumaa?ak1tuus1 yuk¥iigsuminh nuwiigsakit?i. ?aXa gacca muu su¢a qumaa?akituusi,”" waa?ak
?ah?aa tapatsi?al.

Paa?aatuu?al Panah?is?i Huksyuu ?Punaakii¢ waa qumaam1tukW1tuus1 naniigsu gataatikminh?
Taataapatsﬂa% ?ala gqacCa muu suéa. Hawiici?ak taataapata.



