Small Number and the Old Canoe

Story Transcript: English and Huu-ay-aht

Benson Nookemis recorded the Nuuchahnulth Version of the story himself on a dictaphone
cassette recorder and submitted the tape to the Matchcatcher Team. The story was transcribed by
Henry Kammler with the assistance of students of the Nuuchahnulth language at U of Munich:
Merlin Detschey, Julia Haslinger, Susanne Mors, Lara Stephan, and Filip Wissert from Institut
fir Ethnologie, Minchen, Germany.

?anah?is Huksyuu ?uh?i§ giick“ii?ai?i éapac.

?uktaa ?anah?is Huksyuu sucaq?lch?a% me?iiqac. Wiwipalca saa&ink. ?ukmq%as natnanigsak.
Wiiya?at uu§waa ?ani wiwipaléa saaéink me?ikqac?i. Naniigsu ?usim?aX hasiik Puuk“iit Xaxaas
?inksyiqhtin. "Pusim?ake?ic", waa?aX naniiqsu, "pisatukquuk hitaash ?uupaath
?uksca‘hnmlnhuk?ltqak ?uu?uuqukma Xupaa. Aupiichsi?ai.” Kamitqsi?ai?al me?iXqacminh?i.
HitingsaX Aawaa &a?ak?i hinas. TapatSi?aA?at qvaa?ap?aaqiuusi?al pisatuk. ?iih?ii Mitxyuu
?uktaa me?iiqac: "?unaahcuumln muksyi %aaskaamstuul?apqun tuuxtuux“ap h11cp11c1%h01kap
yaq?aaqAuusin sayee?iya?ak." Tapatsﬂa%?al me?iAgacminh?i ?ani 2usim?aaqX Aul?ii Autaal
muksyi?i. unaahsi?ak?at.

?anah?is?i Huksyuu yaac§i?ak yee sayee?ii Punaah iaskaalquu muksyi?i. Hlsu?ll’(Waqstlnu?a%
Qaqmapt?l yaaq. WahyaSas?aiwe?in caqyaqas?al ¢ &apac 2uukvit hlyaaqste?l huptaas. Canu?a%
?ani yaaqqaa Sagmapt?i. Xakis$i?aX, %uhsaatanu?a% ?ani Puusuqta. Nanaanicsi?ak yaal?ii capac?l.
Qii?isck“ak hit huptis Puusaahi yaaq?ll Sagmapt. Aakissi?ai taastaasal yaa ?ani 2uusugqta tuhgiti.
Nanaamcsﬂ’a% capac?l Patquu yaa?aka%at tuhciti. Nlﬁkwa‘[aqstu?a% haaSinc¢i?ai yaagsc€aQin?itq.
Kamltqukwa%?a% hinin me?iiqacminh?i.

Nacu?at?al yaqii q“ayiip?itq. Aikaasi?ak éapac?l ?ani Aulaat Autaal. "Qiick“i?aima ?ahkuu hit,"
waa?ai?at. ?ithmaa capac?l "Qumistayakituusi Pahkuu?i?" Waa?ai?at ?2iih?1i Mitxyuu Pukfee?i:
"Qumaaq?lcha%uum q“iyimtii?at ?ahkuu ?uukwui?" Tapatsﬂa%?al Hayaapaisl?a%?ai ?ani

......

?iih?1i Nuutxyuu ?uktaa h11q51?a7uatuk ?uﬁ‘aqstu?a% taata 2uh?aiuk hiig$i?ai. "Hawnq%ah "
waa?ak. "?usim?aiin hawaasqun," waa?ak yuuq~aa haawiihak?i, me?ilqacminh?i. Yuquaa?a%
hawiigstuAminh?a’. KamitqSi?aA?al hu?acaci?al hihiyath?itq.



?anah?is?i Huksyuu walSi?ai kamltqukwa% hituk?itq naniigsu ?uuk“iit humiishtin Aaxaas.
HaaSin?apak yaa me?ikqac?i "nee neen?i," naniiqsak?i Puukv“it?ai. Nasi?ak naniiqsu, naacapu?ak
yaa. "?aqis?aihakia," waa?al. "Yanuuqvi?ai ?ahnii hitsaatak?itqak." "?aqisk“aci?akhakia,"
waa?alat 2aa?aatuu. HayaapalSi?ak ?ani caqaasit yaa. ?1ighSi?aZ naniigsak?i ?ani 2uuyip ¢apac.
"Qii?isck¥aAma hiis yee hitinqis?i. Sucnqq?lchmatakckwa% hit," waa?al tapatsiA.

Aiixgi?ak yaa naniiqsu. "Hamatamah ?ahnii?i dapac?i," waa?ak. "?uupimtma ?ahnii ¢aaxuk
&apac?i 2ahkuu hiyathqin. 2uhitma 2uukviit yaqukvitiis nuwiiqsu ?ah?aa?aX ?aka qataatik
qataatikuk?1," waa?al yaa naniigsu?i. "Hacatakuk“itma yaquk“itiis naniiqsu huhtakminh 2uukviit
capac, &iinut 2uukviil. Naacsahak yaa qacce?i &inut hit ?iih?ii ma?as hiits?atu?as? 2uhitma?at
2uukviit yaqukvitiis ne?iigsuminhuksi."

Tuupsi?ai?itq me?iiqac?i wikyuu?itq we?icul taataapatsi?ai. ”Yuquaamlhsamah ?Pusiikquus
Capac ?ah?aa?ai &iinut q“aa q“ack“ii?itq yaqwiimit. ?a?aatuu?aaq%ah naniigsakqas ?amiikik
qumaa?akltuu51 yuk¥iigsuminh nuwiigsakit?i. ?aXa qacca muu suca qumaa?akituusi," waa?ai
?ah?aa tapatsi?ai.

?Paa?aatuu?al Yanah?is?i Huksyuu 2unaakii¢ waa qumaamltukwltuu51 naniigsu qataatikminh?
Taataapats1?a7» ?aka qac¢a muu suéa. Hawiici?a taataapata.



