Small Number and the Old Canoe

Story Transcript: English and Sliammon

Se nux“el hega Menafey

The canoe and Menathey

This is not a traditional Sliammon story but one that could be told in any First Nations
communty. The story appealed to us because of it descriptive language and presented a challenge
to translate. The story also has a math focus and we hope to encourage teachers to use it.

Oiyecis qomiys Menabey. paye?ot faxlaxton. hel Sa k¥vk“pas hega Sa ¢iéyes Lodolot. paye?ot 2ik™
kva?onans ninije k" yeyeBotss Menabey.

Menathey is 5 years old. He is very mischievious. He lives with his grandfather and
grandmother. They are very patient with his antics

"tsapawd,xak k¥ats hojux™ te?e kvalt, natom $a kvvk¥pas. hewhew ?ajumis mot $a kvalt, nas kv
nonohom. A1$A18tas Se 2emabs hega qgomgoms ga hahas qagsem ?asqic.

"I am busy, | want to finish this feast dish", said grandpa. A beautiful feast dish. He tells his
grandson and friends to go and play outside.

hehew ?it ?i:mot tok™. hoj sy?ﬂl q“et. 2uk*tom k“unetas ?e?ajuxvas qaqsems. AeAx“atawnatom
Kespaul ga gatasom k¥e?et nije k¥a taBomays.

It is a very beautiful day. They ran down to the beach. Everything they saw sparked a new game.
Kespaul spoke, "Lets see who can throw a stone the furthest in the water."

heye?ot tox¥ox“os noms k¥ ?i: xajays - totleCeyin, facays,?1 0i&. tawtawusaman ta kvet Menabey
kv ?1: xagis.

The boys quickly learn that a good stone that will travel far must - oval, smooth and flat.
Menathey walked far along the beach looking for good rocks.

Boga k"umsin ta Ae?egon. keletsmn kv Kaqial’d Aaqgom. lax™i§ ?1 Qo hegayin. t'aqeq“an k" tamas.
jaga k“a ne Sa nux“el. xoxmotol¢ ne?as, panos?ot ?ata Aagom. k¥e?e$ Menabey. jil’<Wtas ?i¢sans.
papk“etas ta nux“et. ?a?ot k¥ mo?0s ?i: gaje?ot q¥asq¥is ninije k¥ Biyis. qeyetas k¥ qomgoms.
q“ol jeA?aw.

He went towards the bushy area. He tripped in the long grass. He fell over headfirst. Menathey
hit his head on something. All of a sudden he saw the canoe. It must have been there a long time,
covered over in grass. Menathey stood up. Rubbing his forehead. He stood looking at the canoe.
Even though his head hurt he was very excited about his discovery. He yelled for his friends.
They came running.



ne k¥ kvakvesit ta tutomtamis, qapqaptas ta nuxvel. hehew xo?otomis. hehew ti:mot. "k¥enayece
gayemix" tot 2owoletol?"natom Menabey. "¢imce Bux“ens xo?olos ta hititol?" natom Kespaul.

The boys stand around the canoe. Rubbing their hands over the top of the canoe. It looks very
old. It is very big. "l wonder how many people it would have held" said Menathey. "i wonder
how old it is" said Kespaul.

ni?yexvegas k¥ qaqsemos. ne k% ga tagom k¥onas got yigasol ta nuxvel. qaje?ot tagom ?i: Aa?ayin
c¢ecugomaycam Kespal. "hehew¢ qagom. q¥aga host ?eltan," hot Kespaul. ?uk™ ?ot kval gagom.
je?eyA Bo ju.

The boys forgot about their game. They spent a long time talking about who might have used the
old canoe. As they were talking, Kespaul's stomach started to growl. "I am hungry. Let's go eat."”
he said to his friends. Everyone started to realize that they were also hungry. They ran home.

JW ju MenaBey k™ nes k¥vk"pa ?e?exetas $a ti kValt. hotot qayehom hanom q“¥asqvi§ Menabey.
So?0som k¥vk“pas. papk“atas ta qax ?i¢sens Menabey. "Cemolcx™?" natom k¥vk¥pa. niyex¥om
Menabey $a ?iCsens. Aa?ayin tawtas Se k¥vk"pas ninije k% Oiyeycs Sa nuxvel. q¥ayin taseCol kv
q“omis.

Menathey ran home where grandpa was carving a huge feast dish. Menathey is shouting
excitedly. Grandpa looks up. He saw the bruise on Menathey's forehead. "What happened",
asked grandfather. Menathey had forgotten that he had bruised his forehead. He began to tell his
grandpa about the canoe they found. "it must be at least a hundred years old" said Menathey.

gasqasem k“vk"pa. "toxnex“¢Sin nuxvel. Box“ens kva AeAe?0s. hel Sat® manol hega Sa ?ayestanos
?a hitol." hehew ti gasems Sa k¥uk“pas ninije k¥ q¥aq*0oms. "hehew kVa ¢eCigat mot ?ak™ hayhi
?ik™ Babce?om. Puk¥tom hayhitaygasol. k¥anetacx™ Sa Celas xatek™ asqics Sa Aaqt ?aye? hayewol
?asno papemol."

Grandfather had a big smile talking about his story. "They were the best builders and carvers.
They were able to do anything. You know those three totem poles in front of the longhouse? It
was each of their work."

nonpeganam Menafey hehew kv Aacts,"namBam kvats AoAsom, 2uk“sam tam hayhiton, nam kvat
hehew." gayittom ?ats k¥vk*pa k¥isom k“unas k"enaye ?ayeStanos ?at* ceCmeq“? sa?a,
¢elas,mos,Biyecis,kVanas kve?et?

Menathey was thinking just as he was about to fall asleep, "when i grow up i will also be a
builder and carver. Just like them." I will ask grandpa tomorrow how many brothers hs father
had. Two, three four, five or more..."

gayeltan¢: CemasCe nonpeganoms Menabey k¥vnas kVenaye ?ayestans Sa CeCmeq™s - sa?a, ,Celos,
mos, Oiyecis,kvanas kve?et?

Question: Why did Menathey that that his great grandpa might have two, three, four, five or
more brothers?



