








Question: Why did Small Number think that his great-grandpa might 
have two, three, four, five or more brothers?

Swelḵw’áls: Eshán̓ melh es ḵwelḵwálwen ta Etsím Skw’eshím̓ wayti 
án̓us s7eḵw’í7tels, wayti chanat ta s7eḵw’í7tels iy ḵ’as wayti ḵex̱ ta 
s7eḵw’í7tels kwa si7ls?
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Visit mathcatcher.irmacs.sfu.ca to learn more!
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Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh (Squamish peo-
ples’) language is one of ten 
Coast Salish languages.  Their 
communities are centered 
around North Vancouver, West 
Vancouver, and Squamish, British 
Columbia. Traditional homelands 
include the watersheds to Bur-
rard Inlet (Vancouver, B.C.), Howe 
Sound, and the Squamish and 
Cheakamus river valleys.   Even 
though Squamish is considered 
a critically endangered language 
community, it is seeing a revival.  

The language is one piece of 
the identity, history, protocals, 
and concerns of generations of 
the Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh people.  An 
ancient language that connects 
with the land and culture.  This 
particular language is how this 
particular culture expresses itself 
into the material world. 

In the last 150 years there as 
been drastic decline in speak-
ers.  Despite the decline,  new 
generations are taking up the 
cause of learning the language 
and bringing hope to the cultural 
and linguistic revitalization of the 
Sḵwxw̱ú7mesh people. 

Ta Sḵwx̱wú7mesh sníchim nilh 
men huy nch’u7 tl’a úpen ‘Coast 
Salish’ / stélmexw sníchim.  
 
Exúxwumixwchet tiná7  tl’a ‘2nd 
Narrows’ na7 tl’a Vancouver 
úxwumixw txwta7 ta hiẇkwts tl’a 
Skwxwú7mesh stakw.

Na wa mi ḵ’anatsut ta sníchim.  
 
Chet men wé7u kwis chéncheṅs 
tkwi welh tiṁás a swa7áṁ-chet.
We continue to uphold the ways 
of our ancestors.
 
Na wa iyímntsut ta ménmeṅ 
kwis wes tá7ltwit ta sníchim-
chet nilh melh na yeẇíntsnitwit 
ta sneẇíyalh tl’a Sḵwx̱wú7mesh 
Úxwumixw.

- X̱elsílem Rivers of the 
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh-ulh Úxwumixw
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About the Squamish Language:
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VANCOUVER

SQUAMISH

WHISTLER

SQUAMISH TERRITORY

GIBSONS

Map designed by X̱elsílem Rivers
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