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Abstract 

This research project deploys archived text and older and newer interviews to tell the 

story of the penetration of British Columbia’s Nicola Valley by the CPR and the 

simultaneous start of coal mining in the valley in the first decade of the previous century. 

This story is a story of Euroamerican consolidation and Amerindian attenuation through 

country lost and gained and possession asserted and negotiated, even resisted. 

Research by a number of historians, too, informs this story, and permits treatment of the 

industrialization of the Nicola Valley as one more demonstration of the inevitability of an 

unmaking in the making of history. 

Keywords:  British Columbia, Nicola Valley, history, 20th century; coal mines and 
miners; ranching 
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Dedication 

Alexander Hogg and David Hogg were among the inaugural residents of the Merritt, 

British Columbia, neighbourhood of Collettville. They were colliers from County Durham, 

northeast England. They were also private soldiers in the 47th (British Columbia) 

Battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force, who died at Vimy, in 1917. An apprehension of 

all the men from British Columbia’s Nicola Valley who died in First World War battle, and 

of all the people who grieved them, energized the inquiry that this research project 

summarizes. 



 

 
6 

Acknowledgements 

To my 2008 Graduate Liberal Studies classmates, Simon Fraser University, for their 

championship of inquiry and summary as a lifelong activity; to Michael, for his direction 

of my inquiry-and-summary enthusiasms, and to Marise for her tolerance of them, thank 

you.   



 

 
7 

Table of Contents 

Approval .......................................................................................................................... 1	  
Partial Copyright Licence............................................................................................... 2	  
Ethics Statement............................................................................................................. 3	  
Abstract ........................................................................................................................... 4	  
Dedication........................................................................................................................ 5	  
Acknowledgements ........................................................................................................ 6	  
Table of Contents............................................................................................................ 7 

 
Introduction ..................................................................................................................... ii 

	  
Section 1.	    The anciently settled ............................................................................... 14	  
1. “. . . then the railway went past us” ........................................................................ 15	  
2. “. . . they will not allow me to hunt . . .” .................................................................. 22	  
3. “ . . . a very bad Indian . . .” ...................................................................................... 32	  
4. “It . . . would work . . . a serious hardship . . .” ...................................................... 41 

	  
Section 2.	    The recently settled ................................................................................. 51	  
5. “A new colliery . . . near Coutlee” ........................................................................... 52	  
6. “Its aims . . . are mutual improvement . . .” ............................................................ 62 
7. “. . . a real steady church-goer . . . ”........................................................................ 73	  

Conclusion .................................................................................................................... 86	  

Bibliography .................................................................................................................. 91	  
Reading Guides............................................................................................................. 91	  
Primary Sources, published, but not digitized........................................................... 93	  
Primary Sources, unpublished .................................................................................... 93	  
Secondary Sources ...................................................................................................... 94 

 



 

ii 

List of Tables 

Table 1.	   The newly settled count in the vicinity of the confluence of the 
Coldwater and Nicola Rivers surged almost six fold in a decade ................. 13	  

List of Images 

Image 1.	   British Columbia’s Nicola River is a tributary’s tributary................................ 10	  

Image 2.	   Ordinary men, extraordinary inclinations and abilities .................................. 73 

 



 

ii 

A finish-line beginning 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Klootchmens Race Nicola July 1st 1910” reveals and suggests much about the 
inaugural years of the industrialization of British Columbia’s Nicola Valley. The image is 
firstly a communal portrait, of all the people present at industrialization, anciently settled 
and newly settled. It is secondly a representation of industrialization roles not assumed 

or assigned. The witnesses to the race participated in, or enabled, the valley’s 
industrialization. The participants in the race only witnessed it, not solely, but mostly. 
The image is thirdly a representation of the means of one people’s consolidation and 

another’s attenuation. As a photograph it is an example of the technological abilities and 
familiarities with the which the newly settled secured their occupancy of the valley. 

Further, its creator, Henry Priest, was later Merritt’s city clerk and, in that capacity, would 
administer statutory authority that also secured occupancy.  

Nicola Valley Museum & Archives, with permission 

  



Introduction 

Between the 1901 and 1911 Canadian censuses the newly settled population in 

the lower Nicola Valley in British Columbia increased almost six fold. A railway 

extension, completed in 1907, connecting the CPR mainline at Spences Bridge and the 

“Merritt Coalfield” was one driver. Exploitation of the coalfield was the other. The men, 

women, and children counted in the two censuses were, by continent or country of 

origin, Asian and European, American (and Mexican) and Canadian. Between the same 

census years, the anciently settled population of the Nicola Valley, newly resettled 

because recently sedentarized, may or may not have changed in number. Nicola Valley 

aboriginals were probably enumerated in 1901, but not in 1911. The Indian agent 

responsible for the Lytton Agency enumeration quit government service before he 

enumerated, in 1911, the residents of the twenty-four reserves in the valley. The 

Kamloops-Okanagan agent may or may not have enumerated the same reserves and 

settlements in 1901. His returns are no longer extant.1 The Department of Indian Affairs, 

however, published aboriginal population estimates in its annual reports. Those suggest 

the anciently settled probably outnumbered the newly settled three to one in 1901 in the 

lower Nicola Valley, and the newly settled outnumbered the anciently settled three to 

one in 1911. The people of the valley in the years between approximately 1901 and 

1921 are the subject of this research project.  

The function of this research project is to tell a little known story.2 Its form has 

two parts, and both are acknowledgements of the scholarship that guided my negotiation 
 
1  “The following Indian Agency schedules did not survive and were possibly lost . . .  before being 

microfilmed: Kamloops-Okanagan, Northwest Coast, and Williams Lake agencies:” British Columbia 
Archives Research Guide: Census of Canada, 1901, British Columbia. ONLINE. 

2  Simon Fraser University librarians have catalogued sixty-three titles under the subject of  “coal mines 
and mining – British Columbia,” and another seventy under extensions of that subject, such as “coal 
mines and mining – British Columbia Vancouver Island” and “coal mines and mining – British Columbia 
Nicola Valley.” University of British Columbia librarians have catalogued 109 titles under the subject of  
“coal mines and mining – British Columbia.” Both libraries’ catalogue-subject of “coal mines and mining 
– British Columbia Nicola Valley”  returns the same one title, the prospectus of the lead colliery operator 
exploiting the Merritt Coalfield before the Great War. The subject of “coal mines and mining – British 
Columbia Nicola Valley history” does not exist in either library’s catalogue. The subject of “coal miners – 
British Columbia Nicola Valley history” also does not exist. The provincial government has published 
twenty-seven Merritt Coalfield “assessment reports” on the B.C. Geological Survey website. The oldest 
was prepared in 1900; the newest, in 1992. BC Archives has custody of a number of recorded 
interviews with men and women in the Nicola Valley in the opening decades of its industrialization. The 
Nicola Valley Museum Archives Association’s quarterlies have published much that is useful over the 
years.  
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of the records left by the people present in the Nicola Valley immediately before and 

after the start of its industrialization. I undertook this research project as the final stage of 

my work toward a degree in the Graduate Liberal Studies Program at Simon Fraser 

University, a program dominated by the study of long-term continuities in thought and 

deed. I decided early on that exploring the Atlantic world  continuities made manifest by 

the ordinary and everyday activities and experiences of people gathered at the 

confluence of the Nicola and Coldwater rivers in the early twentieth century would be an 

important part of the project. The second acknowledgement is the inclusiveness of 

settlement scholarship. I undertook this project after a decade of private, undirected 

study of Great Plains settlement. (My family’s Red River roots are two hundred years 

deep.) I knew that, in my lifetime, settlement scholars had considerably expanded and 

made more inclusive the stories they would tell, embracing the experiences and 

activities of men and women, aboriginal and settler, involuntarily resettled and voluntarily 

settled. The editors’ introduction to Trails: Towards a New Western History, published in 

1991, puts the spirit of the enterprise this way:  “. . . the New Western History offers a 

more balanced view of the Western past. It includes failures [and] successes; defeat 

[and] victory; sympathy, grace, villainy, and despair [and] danger, courage, and heroism; 

women as well as men, varied ethnic groups and their differing perspectives [and] White 

Anglo-Saxon Protestants.”3 Robin Fisher made an equivalent Canadian statement in his 

preface to the second edition of his Contact and Conflict. When he arrived in Canada, in 

1970 from New Zealand, aboriginal studies here was an undertaking of anthropologists, 

and not historians. “As a newcomer to the province, I was amazed at how little had been 

written by historians on the Native people of British Columbia.”4 

My exposure to that wider and broader settlement scholarship also exposed me 

to a historian whose life work helped me to prepare this research project as a liberal 

studies student. His name is William McNeill, and he is a world historian. He is also a  

Vancouverite by birth, and, further, a man whose ancestors on the Pacific coast included 
 
3  Patricia Limerick, Clyde Milner, Charles Rankin, ed., Trails: Towards a New Western History, 1991, XI.   
4  Robin Fisher, Contact and Conflict: Indian-European Relations in British Columbia, 1774-1890, 1992, 

XI. ONLINE. 
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a Hudson Bay Company collier.5 More than thirty years ago, the then University of 

Chicago professor delivered two public lectures that encouraged his audiences to 

consider the American frontier as a place and time that originated in Europe after 1500.6 

Those lectures were published subsequently as The Great Frontier: Freedom and 

Hierarchy in Modern Times. McNeill’s assertion permits treatment of the opening 

decades of the industrialization of the Nicola Valley as an iteration of a much older 

process. Industrialization there was a late chapter in a 400-year “frontier” epic between 

Europeans and Euroamericans and the indigenous peoples of the Western Hemisphere, 

Africa, and Australia and New Zealand and between Europeans and the indigenous 

peoples of the contiguous steppes of Eastern Europe and Western Asia. Further, 

McNeill’s assertion demands of any chronicler of the North American westering 

adventure an appreciation of older and deeper symmetries and continuities. McNeill 

writes that, whenever peoples or societies with different disease experiences and 

different skills, or technologies, collide, whatever transpires demonstrates “the persistent 

double-edgedness of change – destroying and preserving, denying and affirming 

established values of human life, everywhere and at all times.”7 The disease experience 

of settlers was an enervating historical experience for the aboriginal people of that 

geography we today call British Columbia, and an innervating experience for 

Euroamericans.8 The technologies, hard and soft, of Euroamericans, their skills as 

boilermakers and mapmakers and gunsmiths and distillers, were a debilitating historical 
 
5  In February 2010, in his ninety-third year, and in a White House ceremony, O’Neill received the 2009 

(U.S.) National Humanities Medal from President Barack Obama. “ . . . his pedagogy at the University of 
Chicago and as an author of more than 20 books, including The Rise of The West, which traces 
civilizations through 5,000 years of recorded history," earned him the medal.  

6  Canadians interested in, or engaged by, their history probably need no such encouragement. Harold 
Innis more than eighty years ago told them what McNeill shared with his American audience. Innis 
starts his conclusion to The Fur Trade in Canada, 1930, 1970, with these words, 383: “Fundamentally 
the civilization of North America is the civilization of Europe and the interest of this volume is primarily in 
the effects of a vast new land area on European civilization.” 

7  William Hardy McNeill, The Great Frontier: Freedom and Hierarchy in Modern Times, 1983, 9.  The 
liberal studies course work readings also express the inevitability of the coupling of making and 
unmaking. In Plato’s Republic, for example, Cephalus leaves not just as an older man going about his 
business and leaving younger men to go about theirs. He leaves as the champion of the first definition 
of social cohesion in Republic, of convention and custom, which Socrates then proceeds to dispatch 
and demolish.  

8  Cole Harris, “The Fraser Canyon Encountered,” BC Studies, No. 94, Summer 1992. Hugh Johnston, 
“Native People, Settlers and Soujourners, 1871 – 1916,” Hugh Johnston, ed., The Pacific Province: A 
History of British Columbia, 1996. 
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experience for the aboriginal survivors of the episodes of epidemic, and an empowering 

experience for Euroamericans.  

The people present for the inauguration of the industrialization of the Nicola 

Valley largely sustained themselves by wage-labour resource-extraction activities. Their 

men, resident and sojourner, were cowboys and colliers, and loggers and sawyers, and 

freighters and labourers. Cowboys drove cattle annually from the ranges of the upper 

valley and the high country to the lower valley’s railway stockyards, for onward delivery 

to the slaughterhouses of Vancouver. “Yesterday’s train included . . . seventeen cars of 

the finest cattle that [have] left Nicola valley for some time,” the July 23, 1909 Nicola 

Herald reported. “Tomorrow is pay day at the local mines. The amount to be paid out . . . 

will be the largest in the history of Merritt,” the October 17, 1913 Merritt Herald and 

Nicola Valley Advocate reported.  The next pay day in a logging and sawmilling camp 

below Merritt was the ideal date for a raid on a “gambling joint” there, Constable Percy 

Badman of the B.C. Provincial Police minuted almost five years later. “Will . . . raid July 

pay day.”9 The industrialized valley is Nicola Trignorno’s valley, and Alexander 

Collonello’s. Their burials are among the first dozen burials recorded in the parish 

register of St Michael’s. They were Italians, no next of kin locally, and both, at their 

deaths in the summer of 1910, were helping to push the original Spences Bridge-and-

Merritt CPR branch line up the Coldwater River and into the North Cascades.10  

The people present for the inauguration of the industrialization of the Nicola 

Valley were either witnesses to or participants in definitional years regionally; definitional 

years nationally and regionally, and, according to William McNeill, a singular epoch in 

world history. In Great Frontier he writes that “. . . the brief extraordinary surge (1840 - 

1920) of freely undertaken long-distance migration, financed individually or within small 

kinship groups, was a remarkable phenomenon in world history, and quite without 

parallel.” A striking number informs his observation: about eighty million Eurasians 

departed their natal geographies in those eight decades for far-away residency, 
 
9     Merritt station (Constable Percy Badman), “Daily Provincial Police Report,” June, 1918, BC Archives,   

Victoria. 
10  “Parish Register, Parish of S Michael’s Merritt,” St. Michael’s Parish (Merritt, B.C.) fonds, Anglican 

Provincial Synod of British Columbia Archives, Vancouver. Seven of the first dozen  burials were burials 
of children, the youngest one week old and the oldest six years old.  
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permanent or temporary. “Four unusual circumstances” enabled the European 

“outpouring,” and its local expression in the Nicola Valley: 

• “ . . . a widespread population crunch in European villages supplied millions of 
young persons who were willing to seek their fortunes in distant lands because 
nothing seemed possible at home.” The population of just one of the English 
generators of Nicola Valley settlers in the first years of its industrialization,, 
County Durham, was about 60,000 in 1801  and about 420,000 in 1901.11  

• “. . . improved communications made reasonably accurate information 
available in European towns and villages about attractive conditions . . . 
overseas . . . or along the Siberian railroad . . . .” The Dominion government 
and the national railways spent millions of dollars before the Great War 
introducing Britons and continental Europeans to Canadian opportunities.12   

• Steam locomotion “made long-distance travel cheaper, faster and far more 
capacious than before.” In 1846, one of British Columbia’s inaugural 
cattlemen, J.B. Greaves of the Douglas Lake syndicate, crossed the Atlantic, 
under sail, in 60 days. (He paid for his passage by tending the ship’s pigs).13 In 
1908, Ellen, John, and Matthew Ovington crossed from Liverpool to Montreal 
in seven days, to join her husband, and their father, a collier, in the Nicola 
Valley. They were three of the 1,585 “souls” aboard Empress of Britain on that 
crossing. 

• “Local managerial elites” in the “receiving lands . . . welcomed newcomers 
because local managerial elites realized that immigrant labour would 
accelerate economic growth of the kind that they and nearly everyone else on 
the scene could expect to benefit from.” An elite did, indeed, create the 1911 
valley, a socially improbable elite, ranging from a small rancher from Mexico 
who put up some of his Nicola Valley pre-emption as a railway destination to 
an American railroad builder’s top man in Canada. The benefits were, indeed, 
immediate, and they are enduring. “Where is Merritt, asked a Vancouver [man] 
of a Merritt man a few days ago,” the October 31 1913 Herald  editorialized. 
“We must not pity the Vancouverite’s ignorance but recollect that six years ago 
where our city now stands was but a hayfield.”14 

Whatever their nativity the residents of the Nicola Valley in the first years of its 

industrialization were there as national government and provincial government met 

conflicting aboriginal and settler demands for land with deliberations and decisions, and 

surrenders and advances, that would sustain the provincial government’s denial of 
 
11  University of Portsmouth and others, A Vision of Britain Through Time. ONLINE. 
12  Library and Archives Canada, Moving Here. Staying  Here: The Canadian Immigrant Experience. 

ONLINE, but archived. 
13 Nina Woolliams, Cattle Ranch: The Story of the Douglas Lake Cattle Company, 1979, 33.  
14  McNeill, Great Frontier, 52 – 53. 
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aboriginal title for most of the twentieth century. The Department of Indian Affairs central 

registry folder, “Lytton [Agency]: Surveys and Reserves,” is a 400-page testimonial of the 

enormity and intensity of the settler impulse in the interior drainages of the Fraser River 

in the first two decades of the twentieth century. The date of the first entry is August 5, 

1910, its subject land in the vicinity of the Anderson and Seton Lake reserves. The date 

of the last entry is September 20, 1917, its subject an addition to, or subtraction from, 

one of the Boston Bar reserves. In between are expressions of concern from the 

aboriginal residents of Boothroyd, Lytton, Lillooet and the Upper Nicola (at least). The 

correspondence collected in the folder is a source text for the anxieties that informed a 

memorial to Prime Minister Laurier from the aboriginal leadership of the southern 

Interior, in August, 1910 in Kamloops, and the meetings of aboriginal leaders and the 

provincial cabinet in 1911 in Victoria, and aboriginal leaders and the Dominion cabinet in 

1912 in Ottawa.  Here is an excerpt from the Laurier memorial: 

For a time we did not feel the stealing of our lands, etc., very heavily. As 
the country was sparsely settled we still had considerable liberty in the 
way of hunting, fishing, grazing, etc., over by far the most of it. However, 
owing to increased settlement, etc., in late years this has become 
changed, and we are being more and more restricted to our reservations, 
which in most places are unfit or inadequate to maintain us. Except we 
can get fair play, we can see we will go to the wall, and most of us be 
reduced to beggary or to continuous wage slavery.15 

The third temporal quality of the opening years of the industrialization of the 

Nicola Valley is a regional quality. Britons by birth were the lead contributor to the growth 

of population of British Columbia in the census decade that ended in 1911.16 Further, 

Britons by birth did not stop emigrating to British Columbia after the 1911 enumerators 

stopped counting; they continued to come until the start of the Great War. The 

industrialization of the Nicola Valley that started in the census decade ending in 1911, 
 
15  Nicola Valley Museum Archives Association, A Year in the Life of James A. Teit – 1910, 1995, Appendix 

23. 
16  Almost 77,000 Britons by birth and almost 70,000 Canadians by birth settled in B.C. in the census 

decade that ended in 1911. Almost 31,000 Europeans, 20,000 Americans, and 7,800 Asians also 
settled in the province in that decade. Hugh Johnston, Pacific Province, 184, observes: “The percentage 
of British-born . . . rose sharply between 1901 and 1911 . . . it continued to increase right up to 1914.” 
Jean Barman, The West beyond the West: A History of British Columbia, 1999, 141, describes the 
Britons who made their home in the province immediately before and after 1911 with these words: “ . . . 
this generation of Britons exercised influence beyond their numbers.”    
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was very much an endeavour of Britons by birth, generally, and Anglo-Scot colliers, 

specifically. For example, the 1911 Canadian census counted nineteen households 

residing in fourteen “dwelling houses” in “Collettville Village.” There was no Collettville to 

enumerate in 1901. Colliers and their families resided in nine of the fourteen Collettville 

houses in the 1911 census, and a mining engineer from Scotland and his family resided 

in a tenth. All the collier households had immigrated to Canada in the previous ten years, 

all but one from coal-mining locales in the United Kingdom.17  

A ten-minute walk away from Collettville are the remains, more apprehended 

than actual, of the Nicola Valley Coal and Coke Co. Middlesborough colliery and 

settlement. Bruce Hutchison, editorial director of The Vancouver Sun when I worked my 

first newsroom shift there more than forty years ago, resided briefly in the Nicola Valley, 

as a boy. He recalled the men of the Middlesborough settlement, in 1910 or thereabouts, 

as strange, disappointingly unmounted, and apart.  

Some of the men who did not ride wore identical cloth caps, scarves 
around their necks, tweed jackets, and overalls. These, I learned, were 
the Scottish miners from the adjoining village of Middlesborough. They 
spoke in a peculiar accent, kept to themselves in the bars, were looked 
down upon by the community, and being mostly native of the county of 
Fife, were known with obvious condescension as Fifers.18  

Of the 187 Middlesborough residents counted in the 1911 enumeration, 107 were, 

indeed, born in Scotland. Middlesborough was a bachelor-and-bunkhouse settlement. 

The largest of the bunkhouses was home to fifty-four people at the enumerator's visit, 

forty-five of them lodgers, all men, forty-one of them single. The other nine people were 

members of the Joseph and Bethia Clark household. Joseph was a thirty-nine-year-old 

collier, and his reported 52 weeks of employment in the previous year, meant Bethia 

probably managed the bunkhouse, with the assistance of at least the three oldest 

children, fifteen-year-old Jeanie, thirteen-year-old Isabel, and ten-year-old Robert. 

(There were no servants in the twentieth Middlesborough dwelling the enumerator 

visited, although there were in other dwellings.) Of the fifty-four people in the bunkhouse, 
 
17  LAC, Fifth Census of Canada, 1911, “British Columbia, Yale and Cariboo enumeration district, Merritt, 

Nicola, Middlesboro, Collettville sub-district,” 24, 27. ONLINE. 
18  Bruce Hutchison, The Far Side of the Street, 1976.  
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only eleven were Canadian born, including the four children born to Joseph and Bethia 

since they emigrated from Scotland, in 1903. (Bethia had given birth to their seventh 

child earlier in 1911.)  

Texts in the custody of public archives located in Merritt, Vancouver, Victoria, 

and Ottawa and of one private archive, located in Vancouver, are the foundation of this 

research project. (The sole private archive that I consulted is maintained by the Union of 

B.C. Indian Chiefs to facilitate aboriginal land and rights claims.) The “footings” that 

support this archival foundation are substantial, or survey, histories. They are: Carlos 

Schwantes’ The Pacific Northwest: An Interpretive History, 1989, 1993; Simon Fraser 

University history department’s The Pacific Province: A History of British Columbia, 

Hugh Johnston, general editor, 1996; Jean Barman’s The West beyond the West: A 

History of British Columbia; Revised Edition, 1999, and R. Cole Harris’ Making Native 

Space: Colonialism, Resistance, and Reserves in British Columbia, 2002. Additionally, 

and reinforcing these footings, are publications, scholarly and popular, that chronicle the 

circumstances and experiences of the people of the Nicola Valley before its 

industrialization. (This “rebar” also reinforces my opinion that the industrialization of the 

valley has not received proper notice.) They are: Henry Standley Cleasby, The Nicola 

Valley in Review, 1958, 1972; Nina Woolliams, Cattle Ranch: The Story of the Douglas 

Lake Cattle Company, 1979; Pixie McGeachie and Cyril Williams, Archdeacon on 

Horseback: Richard Small 1849 – 1909, 1991; Jean Barman, Sojourning Sisters: The 

Lives and Letters of Jessie and Annie McQueen, 2003, and Peter Grauer, Interred with 

their Bones: Bill Miner in Canada, 1903 – 1907, 2006. The quarterlies published by the 

Nicola Valley Museum & Archives, too, have done much with, and about, the people of 

the valley before its industrialization. 

I started and finished my archival reading in the basement of the Vancouver 

School of Theology, at the University of British Columbia. There, I read the records of 

the two Anglican parishes at the “Forks” — the older, and aboriginal, All Saints’ Shulus, 

and the newer, and settler, St Michael’s — and of the Methodist Nicola Valley circuit.19 I 

read the daily journals and related material of the B.C. Provincial Police constables and 
 
19  Both churches continue to serve as gathering places in the valley. I attended a memorial service in St 

Michael’s in the spring of 2012 and Christmas Eve Eucharist at All Saints’ Shulus in 2011. 
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game wardens stationed in the valley, and five years of Merritt Volunteer Fire 

Department minutes. The latter are in the custody of the Nicola Valley Museum & 

Archives, Merritt; the former, in the custody of BC Archives, Victoria. I consulted material 

either collected by or written by the founder of Nicola Valley Coal and Coke. This 

material is in the custody of the City of Vancouver Archives. The annual reports of the 

provincial ministers of mines immediately before and after the start of the industrialized 

exploitation of the Merritt Coalfield, and the reports to government generated by the first 

labour dispute in the coalfield, complement this material. The provincial government has 

re-published the ministerial reports on the ministry of mines and energy website. (I read 

the labour-dispute reports in a one-hundred-year-old copy of a bound Labour Gazette 

sitting on the shelves of the Vancouver Public Library main branch). 

I read every historic Department of Indian Affairs (DIA) folder published by 

Library and Archives Canada (LAC) on its Internet site from which I might extract text 

about the Nicola Valley and its people in the first decades of industrialization. I also read 

twenty years of DIA annual reports re-published by LAC on its website. I read the 

journalism of the day selectively, mostly in relation to the law-enforcement material. I 

retained the capitalization used by the authors of my primary sources. Rare is “the chief;” 

frequent, “a Chief.” The deferential absurdities that result delight the eye. Further, they  
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Image 1. British Columbia’s Nicola River is a tributary’s tributary 

 

The Nicola River is a Fraser Basin watercourse. It rises, however, above 
a Columbia Basin waterway, Okanagan Lake, bottom right on the bigger 
map. The Nicola joins its principal, the Thompson, at Spences Bridge, top 
left on the bigger map. The Thompson joins its principal, the Fraser River,  
at Lytton, about thirty-five kilometres below Spences Bridge. Shulus and 
Merritt, centre, are the lead historic settlements. Natural Resources 
Canada Toporama Maps/used with permission 

demonstrate authenticity, and the demonstration of authenticity is important to me. BC 

Archives management has an obligation under provincial privacy legislation to restrict 

access to, and circulation of, some of the material in its custody. My supervisor, Michael 

Kenny, and I agreed with BC Archives that we only would read the B.C. Provincial Police 

material in its custody. 
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I present what I know about the circumstances and conditions, and experiences 

and activities, of the people of the Nicola Valley in the first decades of its industrialization 

in two sections after this introduction. The subject of the first section are the recently, 

and involuntarily resettled — the valley’s aboriginal residents. The subject of the second 

section are the newly, and voluntarily, settled, Canadian and Briton, American and 

European and Asian. 

• CHAPTER 1 demonstrates that the aboriginal peoples of the southern Interior 
were negotiating, in the first two decades of the industrialization of the Nicola 
Valley, their second economic transition in two centuries. Prehistorically they 
were foragers. Historically they were pastoralists and foragers. At 
industrialization they were herder-and-forager participants in the commercial 
economy.  

• CHAPTER 2 chronicles the surveillance, by DIA and provincial police 
constables and game wardens, of the valley’s aboriginal residents and their 
criminalization by arrest and prosecution for federal Indian Act and provincial 
game law infractions. 

• CHAPTER 3 chronicles male-on-male violence in the valley’s aboriginal 
settlements, and the Criminal Code investigations and prosecutions they 
generated. 

• CHAPTER 4 identifies two crises endured by the aboriginal residents of the 
valley, the Spanish Influenza pandemic, in 1918, and the decision of City of 
Merritt authorities to ban aboriginal peddlers, in 1916. 

• CHAPTER 5 chronicles the activities of capital and labour atop the Merritt 
Coalfield in the years before the Great War.  

• CHAPTER 6 examines those civic and civil pursuits by settlers that 
consolidated and fortified their presence in the Nicola Valley immediately 
before and after industrialization began.  

• CHAPTER 7 is biographical, its subjects the household of one of the valley’s 
inaugural collier households. Its purpose is to bring the wider processes I 
describe down to earth via the lives of real individuals. 

Observations about historic inquiry and summary conclude this research project. 

A personal attachment started me on this project, intermittent residency in an older 

home in Merritt’s Collettville neighbourhood. Personal attachments, too, inform my 

conclusions about this project, attachments to historians I first read as a young man, to 

Harold Innis and E.P. Thompson, and to a historian I read in my middling years, Richard 

White. They are or were masters of the archived text; they are or were chroniclers of the 

ordinary and everyday activities of people, and they are or were passionately engaged 
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by the circumstances of their own societies. As authors of histories in which cultural 

catastrophes figure as cause or consequence, they are also demonstrators of the 

inevitability of cultural catastrophe as historic enabler.  

I start each chapter with a quotation from the eleventh edition of the 

Encyclopædia Britannica, the 1911 edition. I consulted it frequently as I prepared my 

summary of my archival readings, because I wanted to know what people alive before 

the Great War might know, should they care to know, about the geographies of “my” 

story, and about their residents, and about their residents’ activities. However, because 

of Prof. McNeill, I came to realize that I was regularly reading a monument to the Atlantic 

world’s ascendancy in the Americas’ “frontier.” I include the Britannica extracts as a 

pointer to the circumstances that resulted in one people’s gains and another’s loss. 
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Table 1. The newly settled count in the vicinity of the confluence of the 
Coldwater and Nicola Rivers surged almost six fold in a decade 
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Section 1.  The anciently settled 
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1. “. . . then the railway went past us” 

. . . the Indians of British Columbia . . . were at one time a dangerous 
element, but are now quiet and peaceable.  
– “British Columbia,” Encyclopædia Britannica, 1911 

The grasslands and the forests of pine and fir and the lakes and rivers and 

creeks of British Columbia’s southern Interior Plateau have been as we know them today 

for 11,000 to 12,000 years, and have been peopled for about the same number of 

year.20 The people the first fur traders encountered had occupied the southern plateau 

for about 4,000 years. “The archaeology of the Salish territory in the southern Interior 

shows clear continuity in culture from 4,000 years ago to contact. Changes were few, 

and were far outweighed by the continuation of the same customs in subsistence, 

housing and basic technology,” reports Roy Carlson, a Simon Fraser University emeritus 

professor of archaeology.21 After contact, however, changes were anything but few for 

the Okanagan, or Syilx, people of the Upper Nicola countryside and the Thompson, or 

Nlaka’pamux, people of the Lower Nicola countryside. (The Nlaka’pamux who made, 

and make, their home in the Lower Nicola countryside considered, and consider, 

themselves members of the Swxexmx, or “People of the Creeks,” branch of the 

Nlaka’pamux nation.) By the first decade of the industrialization of the Nicola Valley 

perhaps 350 men, women and children resided in aboriginal settlements along the 

Nicola River below the “Forks;” perhaps 200 in settlements above, along or above Nicola 

Lake; and perhaps 120 in settlements along the Coldwater River.22 In 1908, the Nicola-
 

The secondary sources that influenced my treatment of the primary sources I read for this chapter are: 
Barman, “Disregard of Native Peoples, 1858 – 1945,” Barman, West Beyond the West; Fisher, Contact 
and Conflict; Johnston, “Native People, Settlers and Sojourners, 1871 – 1916,”  Johnston, ed., Pacific 
Province; Harris, Making Native Space, 2002; Leslie Tepper, ed., The Interior Salish Tribes of British 
Columbia: A Photographic Collection, 1987, and  Woolliams, Cattle Ranch. 

20  Mike Rousseau, “Early Prehistoric Occupation of South-Central British Columbia: A Review of the 
Evidence and Recommendations for Future Research,” BC Studies 99, November 1 1993. 

21  R.L. Carlson, “The First British Columbians,” Pacific Province.  
22  Library and Archives Canada, Dominion of Canada, Annual Report of the Department of Indian Affairs 

for the year ended June 30 1902. ONLINE. The 1901/02 DIA annual report is the first to published a 
Schedule of Indian Bands, Reserves and Settlements. Historical aboriginal population counts are 
infamously unreliable within the scholarly community. Michelle Hamilton, “ ‘Anyone not on the list might 
as well be dead:’ Aboriginal Peoples and the Censuses of Canada, 1851 – 1916,” Journal of the 
Canadian Historical Association/Revue de la Societe historique du Canada, vol.18, 2007, is a 
representative examination of the causes of scholarly doubt about the counts’ reliability. ONLINE. 
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Mamit, or Mameet, reserve, known then and today as Shulus, was the lead aboriginal 

settlement in the lower Nicola Valley. There, there were two churches, one Church of 

England and the other Roman Catholic, a Department of Indian Affairs hospital, and a 

day school.  

At the opening decades of the industrialized exploitation of the Merritt Coalfield, 

Nicola Valley aboriginals, Syilx and Nlaka’pamax, sustained themselves through 

participation in three economies.23 [1] They foraged, as they had since time out of mind. 

James Teit photographed, in the second decade of the previous century, Nlaka’pamux 

households “under canvas,” meat from the hunt present, and Nlaka’pamux women 

digging up roots.24 In that same decade, in 1918, Percy Badman, the B.C. Provincial 

Police constable in the Nicola Valley, twice travelled to the mouth of Nicola Lake from 

Merritt to either arrest or watch aboriginals participating in an approximation of an early 

spring fishery. He found no one: “parties had been warned of my arrival and got away. 

Notified Fishery Inspector Kamloops.”25 [2] They herded horses and cattle, and 

cultivated their own hay meadows and vegetable gardens for sale or trade. The first 

horses entered the southern Interior Plateau in the first half of the eighteenth century. 

The first cattle entered the southern Interior Plateau in the first half of the nineteenth 

century. “Native Indians from Merritt sold vegetables from horse and wagon” are among 

the memories of a woman who passed her first fifteen years in the Middlesborough  

settlement, from 1911 to 1926.26 And [3], they worked for wages, as cowboys, freighters, 
 
23  eHRAF World Cultures, “Classification of the Major Form of Subsistence (for the cultures in eHRAF 

World Cultures— September 2011).” ONLINE. The Human Relations Area Files: World Cultures were 
formerly known as the Collection of Ethnography.  

24  Tepper, Interior Salish Tribes. 
25  Merritt Station (Constable Percy Badman), “Daily Provincial Police Report,” April 1918. 
26  “Horses were probably introduced to the Okanagan people in the early eighteenth century by the 

Sanpoil, Columbia and Colville tribes. In turn, the Okanagans traded horses with the Similkameen and 
Thompson:” Michael Blackstone and Rhonda McAllister, “First Nations Perspectives on the Grasslands 
of the Interior of British Columbia,” Journal of Ecological Anthropology, Vol. 8 2004. ONLINE. When the 
gold miners entered the Interior Plateau, according to the 1910 memorial to Prime Minister Laurier, 
“they found us the same as the first [Euroamericans] . . . had found us, only we had larger bands of 
horses, some cattle and in many places we cultivated the land.” Nicola Valley Museum Archives 
Association, Teit. “Memories of Middlesboro: The Remembrances of Bertha Dell,” Nicola Valley 
Archives Association, 2001.  
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labourers, and house-keepers.27 The “Character of Labour” summaries published in the 

provincial mine ministers’ annual reports suggest that no aboriginal man ever “hewed” or 

“putted” or “hurried” at the Merritt Coalfield in the first fifteen years of exploitation.  

The Nicola Valley’s aboriginal households lived by the annual cycle. Thus, the All 

Saints’ Shulus Church of England missioner lamented, after Eucharist on August 12, 

1917: “3 communicants. Indians away haying.”28 Further, when moving their animals, 

and the animals of others, between ranges and when managing those ranges, as the 

seasons demanded and permitted, Syilx and Nlaka’pamax were moving vertically, as 

they had since time out of mind. Theirs was the Douglas Lake Cattle Co. cycle: “Turnout 

from the winter feeding grounds to the spring ranges of open bunchgrass commences in 

mid-March and continues through April, with the cattle being moved higher as spring 

reaches the upper elevation.”29 Their annual cycle, however, no longer started and 

ended in valley-bottom pithouses, but in framed or log homes in settlements like Shulus, 

on the right bank of the Nicola River a few kilometres below the confluence of the Nicola 

and Coldwater rivers.  

The reserves of the Nicola Valley were mostly allocations from the first reserve, 

or sedentarization, commission jointly appointed by the national and provincial 

governments. Gilbert Malcolm Sproat (1834 – 1913) was the commission’s chair, and, 

when he passed through the Nicola Valley in 1878, its sole commissioner. Sproat’s 

Nicola Valley allotments reflected the historic herding economy. He located thirteen 

Lower Nicola reserves on more than 31,000 acres of countryside; eight Upper Nicola 

reserves, on almost 31,000 acres, and three Coldwater River reserves, on more than 

6,000 acres. Nicola Valley aboriginals wanted the good graze that herding households 

required.  

 
27  A Syilx woman and occasional columnist for the contemporary Merritt Herald, Jeanette McMaster, 

started her working life, in the 1950s, as a house-keeper and child-minder in the Helen and Mike 
Ferguson household at Douglas Lake. Mike Ferguson was the manager of the ranch. Merritt Herald, 
February 16, 2012.  

28  Ten years later, the resident missioner took a break from his duties in the absence of parishioners. 
“Sept. 18 Went to Lytton as Reserves were empty all away picking hops.” “Service Register,” All Saints’ 
Parish (Shulus, B.C.) fonds, Anglican Provincial Synod of British Columbia Archives. The service 
registers start in 1917.  

29  Woolliams, 3. 



 

18 

They know good land from bad, and what is suitable for summer and 
what for winter grazing. . . . they desired land of which portions could be 
irrigated and which afforded especially natural winterage for stock. Mere 
acreage without reference to nature and quality is not what they asked 
for. They wanted, in kind, if not in quantity, precisely what white settlers in 
the same business require.30 

Thirty years after Sproat’s passage through the valley, Lower Nicola aboriginals, 

in the words of the DIA annual report for the government year 1908/09, had “good herds 

of cattle and horses; they keep good stallions and mares and raise a superior animal. 

Neighbouring white settlers sometimes patronize their stallions, and Indians sometimes 

breed to white men’s stallions.” Upper Nicola Amerindians had “large herds of cattle and 

horses of the best quality of thoroughbred and pure-bred [pedigree].”31 In that 

government year Kamloops-Okanagan Agency Indians, which included the Nicola 

people, owned 157 stallions, or three of every ten stallions owned by British Columbia 

aboriginals (and counted by their agents); almost 5,800 geldings and mares, or six of 

every ten owned by B.C. Amerindians, and almost 1,800 foals, two of every three. They 

also owned three of every ten goods wagons and three of every 10 democrat wagons 

and buggies. They owned three of every 10 bulls; three of every 10 steers; four of every 

ten dairy animals, and five of every 10 “young stock.” Agency Indians were the 

wealthiest aboriginals in B.C., which is, and is not, saying a lot. In 1908/09 the annual 

income of an agency Amerindian, man, woman or child, was $107 (or, in 2008 dollars, a 

miserable $2,000 or thereabouts); the annual income of a B.C. Amerindian was $62. The 

value of “realty” and personal property attributed by the Department of Indian Affairs to 

each agency aboriginal, man, woman or child, was $783; the value attributed to a B.C. 

Amerindian, $264.  

The numbers – especially the 5,800 geldings and mares and the almost 70,000 

reserve acres in the Nicola Valley – demand perspective and consideration in relative 

rather than absolute terms:  

 
30  Library and Archives Canada, Department of the Interior Indian Branch folder, “G M Sproat Joint Ind. 

Res. Com. . . . Extract from Report to the Prov Govt re ‘Arable’ and ‘Grazing’ Lands for the Indians,” 
1878. ONLINE. 

31  Dominion of Canada, Annual Report of the Department of Indian Affairs for the year ended March 31 
1909. ONLINE.  
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• In 1910, or thereabouts, the Douglas Lake Cattle Co. owned more than 
100,000 acres in the Upper Nicola.32 

• A Douglas Lake Cattle Co. cowboy’s remuda numbered six or seven horses, 
five broken and one or two being broken. “He could use a different horse each 
day, so none would suffer saddle sores or become sore-footed.” Further, Joe 
Coutlee, head cowboy at Douglas Lake for almost five decades from the last 
decade of the nineteenth century, would allow no animal to be broken before it 
was four years old. “In his opinion a younger horse was not strong enough to 
work.”33  

• The First World War was a good war for owners of Interior Plateau horse 
herds, their biggest challenge the absence of men who could turn the animals 
into military re-mounts after three or four winters of running wild.  

• The Depression, too, rewarded horse-herd ownership. The owner of one 
ranch maintained a herd of 500 horses well into the 1930s. He liquidated his 
cattle herd, 1,000 head, in 1933 to eliminate his debts. “The plan adopted from 
then on was to break and sell horses as fast as possible, using the money to 
buy back another cattle herd. We broke horses with all possible haste, 
assembled them in carloads and shipped them to Edmonton or Chilliwack,” his 
son recalls. “ . . . we were selling horses at $40 to $100 and replacing them 
with cows at $4 to $20.”34 His father only owned one tractor before his death, 
in 1935. Tractors only replaced two-horse teams in the Douglas Lake hay 
meadows after the Second World War.35 

What the commercial economy created, of course, it could dissolve, and it did. In 

the 1904/05 government year, Lower Nicola aboriginals did “most of the freighting 

carried on between Cook’s Ferry and [the] Similkameen,” today’s Spences Bridge and 

Princeton. By the 1908/09 government year, they may still have done most of the 

freighting, but it was at most a fraction of what they once did. “Since the completion of 

the Nicola railway freighting has declined greatly,” the Kamloops-Okanagan Indian agent 

recorded. Further, Commissioner Sproat had cautioned both governments that his 

southern Interior Plateau allotments would not support increases in the number of adult 

male aboriginals or grazing animals. The record of the visit of members of the Royal 

Commission on Aboriginal Affairs for the Province of British Columbia to valley reserves 

in October 1913 is a record, accordingly, of representations of straitened circumstances 

and pleas for improvement of opportunity. Further, not increase in people and stock, but 
 
32  Woolliams, 117. 
33  Wooliams, 182. 
34  T. Alex Bulman, Kamloops Cattlemen: One Hundred Years of Cattle Dust, 1972, 138 - 139. 
35  Woolliams, 182. 
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decrease in land was the subject of the representations. “I used to work pretty hard, and 

then the railway went past us. There is where I got poor. Ever since the railway went 

through we did not have enough land.” 

The speaker was a Coldwater reserve resident and the land lost was located 

along the Coldwater River, valley-bottom land. Not foodstuffs, but winter forage, had 

been cultivated on this land before the rail line was installed up the Coldwater from 

Merritt: “Where I used to plough, where I used to cut the hay, all these places are now 

too small for me and for all of us, and the rest of the land is only good for stock.” The 

commissioners heard that Coldwater reserve residents grew hay on perhaps 175 acres 

before installation of the rail line, and perhaps 135 after installation. (The residents were 

compensated, the commissioners heard, by perhaps $860.) If they once grew enough 

hay to feed their stock over the winter, it is not clear from the record of proceedings. 

What is clear, however, is that they were buying feed when the commissioners visited 

the Nicola Valley, and further that Coldwater reserve residents, if not others, were selling 

parts of their herds yearly to raise cash to buy feed. “Mr. Commissioner ---: ‘How do you 

make the money to buy your hay?’ ‘We sell our cattle and horses – that is the way we 

buy our hay.’” The commissioners left the reserve with either an actual request for an 

increase in the size of the reserves or a suggestion. They also left the biggest reserve in 

the Nicola Valley, the Shulus reserve, with an actual request: “We did not have enough 

hay in Shulus, our land is too small for us, and there [are] a lot of Indians in that land. 

We have a lot of stock, lots of cattle, and lots of horses, and we cannot get enough hay 

for them.”36 In the event, the commissioners neither added to nor subtracted from the 

reserve acreages.37  

In summary, that pastoral economy which occupies many Nicola Valley residents 

today engaged the aboriginal residents of the valley in the opening decades of 

industrialized exploitation of the Merritt Coalfield. The returns from their engagement 

were not large, relatively and absolutely, and were diminishing, but they were  pursued. 

The anciently settled in the valley had customers and employers among the recently 
 
36  Union of B.C. Indian Chiefs, Royal Commission of Indian Affairs for the Province of British Columbia, 

“Meeting with the Coldwater Band,” “Meeting with the Nicola Mameet Band.” ONLINE.  
37  UBCIC, Royal Commission of Indian Affairs, “Minutes of Decisions – Kamloops Agency.” ONLINE. 
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settled and were customers and employees themselves. That engagement 

demonstrates their accommodation of changing circumstances. Another engagement is 

the subject of the next chapter, of the aboriginal residents of the valley with settler clerics 

and constables and conservation officers.  
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2. “. . . they will not allow me to hunt . . .” 

There is no treaty with the Indians of British Columbia, as with those of 
the plains, for the relinquishment of their title to the land, but the 
government otherwise assists them . . . relieving their sick and destitute, 
supplying them with seed and implements, settling their disputes and 
administering justice.   
– “British Columbia,” Encyclopædia Britannica, 1911 

Almost no aboriginal deed or thought in the Nicola Valley in the opening decades 

of the industrial exploitation of the Merritt Coalfield was beyond the brief of Indian agent, 

priest, or police constable. A 1911 exchange between the inaugural Lytton Indian 

Agency appointment and DIA management is memorably illustrative of the outside 

dimensions of their work. The agent, a man by the name of E.B. Drummond, had 

advised his immediate supervisor that he thought he might have to remove the “chief” of 

the Shulus reserve. His “trouble. . . is his wife and his actions with regard to her may be 

the cause of his downfall.” The DIA advised him that, in B.C., chiefs “hold office for life,” 

although they might be removed, but only by federal cabinet order and only if they 

breach a good-behaviour section of the Indian Act. Drummond replied with an assurance 

– “at present I am not seriously considering it [removal]” – and an amplification: “I may 

say that so far neither Archdeacon Pugh nor myself have been able to get down to the 

bottom of the affair which shortly is this: On a date not given, Tom Peter, chief of the 

reserve, caught his wife in flagrante delicto with a Chinaman.”38 (“Pugh” was Edward 

William Wynn Pugh, a Church of England missioner.) Drummond promised 

headquarters he would do what he could to help the chief, his means the championship 

of an approximation of self-government of the reserves, by chiefs and councillors: 

 
 

The secondary sources that influenced my treatment of the primary sources I read for this chapter and 
the next chapter are those listed on the first page of the previous chapter, and Tina Loo, “Dan 
Cranmer’s Potlatch: Law as Coercion, Symbol, and Rhetoric in British Columbia, 1884 – 1951,” 
Canadian Historical Review, LXXIII, 2, 1992; Lynne Stonier-Newman, Policing a Pioneer Province: The 
BC Provincial Police, 1858 – 1950, 1991, and Jonathan Swainger, “Police Culture in British Columbia 
and ‘Ordinary Duty’ in the Peace River Country, 1910 – 39, Constance Backhouse and Jonathan 
Swainger, ed., People and Place: Historical Influences on Legal Culture, 2003. 

38  Library and Archives Canada, Department of Indian Affairs folder, “Correspondence relating to elections 
in the Lytton Agency.” ONLINE. Drummond opened the exchange on January 16, 1911. 
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Agents appear to have settled many matters direct with the Indian 
concerned without consulting the Chief and those who are looked up to 
by the band. This has had the effect of very seriously and detrimentally 
affecting his authority . . . . 

I have therefore tried to make it clear to all Indians that, if it can be 
avoided, no matter will be settled by me until I have heard what the Chief 
and the Band, at a meeting, have got to say about it, and that I propose to 
stand behind the Chiefs and help them to enforce law and order and 
straighten their own complaints.  

The remainder of this chapter is a demonstration of five qualities of the 

interventions in the lives of aboriginal residents of the Nicola Valley by representatives of 

settler residents in the opening decades of the industrialization of the valley: The 

interventions were resisted; they were grieved; they undermined the governance of the 

reserves by reserve residents, as Agent Drummond suggested; they were endorsed or 

directed by the most elevated members of government, Dominion and provincial, elected 

and appointed, and they were demanded by organized settler opinion in the valley.  

The apprehension of resistance is sustained by the persistence, over forty years, 

of prohibited activities and behaviours, as recorded in DIA correspondence and the daily 

journals provincial police constables and game wardens filed monthly with their 

superiors, and by the deliberations of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Affairs for the 

Province of British Columbia. The point of departure is a report from Reserve 

Commissioner Sproat to the Dominion government, its subject an extraordinary 

assembly of aboriginal leaders in the summer of 1879.39 “Rules and Regulations framed 

by the Nekla-Nap-a-muk Council, sitting at Lytton British Columbia the 17th July 1879, 

for their own people” is an expression of expectations, by commissioner and aboriginals, 

about the governance of aboriginal settlements after sedentarization, that governance 

would be consensual, by residents or by residents’ representatives. The villagers’ 

education and medical care would be financed by two annual levies on every man of the 

village and by the fines that would be levied for affronts to the general peace and good 

order. Prohibited activities included intoxicant possession and distribution, the latter 
 
39  Library and Archives Canada, Department of Indian Affairs folder, “Lytton Agency – correspondence 

regarding organization of bands in agency and resolutions passed in council at Lytton respecting the 
organization, election of chiefs and councillors, establishment of schools, appointment of medical 
officers.” ONLINE. 
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called “fetching liquor” in the report; animal trespass; out-of-season hunting and fish 

traps, and potlatching. The violations would be found true or not, and fines imposed or 

not, after consideration by the leading men in open deliberation. The villagers would 

cultivate individual plots allotted them and keep a pig or a cow on their allotment. Their 

plots would be well tended; their houses and yards would be clean and enclosed by neat 

and strong fences. The children of the villages would receive lessons in arithmetic, 

reading and writing in English, and deportment. “They must be kept clean in their person 

and their clothes, and have their hair brushed . . . .” “Useless days” would be fewer than 

they were in former times; “moderate” gambling on horse racing would be tolerated, but 

gambling at cards would be prohibited; and the women would do less fieldwork and 

more housework.40 

Other extraordinary gatherings punctuate the resistance record. Three decades 

after the inaugural Nlaka’pamux rules-and-regulations gathering, the leaders of the 

aboriginal peoples of the southern Interior formally grieved the “restrictions” imposed on 

their people by settler representatives. Here is the germane extract from the 1910 

memorial to Prime Minister Laurier: 

They treat us as subjects without any agreement to that effect, and force 
their laws on us without our consent, . . . whether they are good for us or 
not. They say they have authority over us. They have broken down our 
old laws and customs (no matter how good) by which we regulated 
ourselves. They laugh at our chiefs and brush them aside. Minor affairs 
amongst ourselves, which do not affect them in the least, and which we 
can easily settle better than they can, they drag into their courts.41 

 
40  Rules and Regulations framed by the Nekla-Nap-a-muk Council, sitting at Lytton British Columbia the 

17th July 1879, for their own people,” DIA folder, “ . . . correspondence regarding organization of bands 
in agency and resolutions passed in council at Lytton . . . .” ONLINE. Harris, in the sixth chapter of 
Making Native Space, makes a number of points about the 1879 assembly: The leadership of the 
indigenous peoples of the southern Interior organized it; they did so after considerable deliberation 
among themselves; they hoped by the gathering “to gain some fair measure of control, in rapidly 
changing circumstances, of their own future;” whatever they did, the Indian Act enabled them, or 
permitted them, to do, and influential settler opinion was aghast. Of the authors of one letter of protest, 
Harris says, 162: “In their eyes, Sproat had engineered ‘a combination of semi-civilized Natives’ that 
posed a military threat to the province.” The Dominion government instructed Sproat to tell the 
aboriginal leadership it could not support the “rules and regulations” decisions. Sproat resigned rather 
then do so. 

41  Nicola Valley Museum Archives Association, Teit. 
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The next gatherings in the resistance record occur towards the end of the Great 

War, and were organized by the Kamloops and Lytton Indian agents, their purpose 

endorsement of intemperance and profligacy campaigns. To receive the approval of the 

Dominion cabinet for the campaigns, the agents first had to gain DIA headquarters’ 

endorsement, and that was a function of “proper procedure.” The agents had to 

demonstrate to headquarters that they had met all the Indian Act requirements for 

“supplementary” prosecutions in the agency. They had to show that each band in the 

agency endorsed the campaign by a vote of either chiefs and councillors or, absent chief 

and councillors, of all male members of the band twenty-two years of age or older; that 

they presented each band with “recommendations  … in precisely the same wording” 

before any vote; and that they witnessed the voting on the question. The requirement for 

personal attendance at every meeting at which the agents’ campaign recommendations 

were considered elevated the legally prescribed demonstration into extraordinary 

achievements. Further, the agents’ achievements imply that the authors and 

administrators of the Indian Act thought supplementary intemperance and profligacy 

prosecutions an extraordinary undertaking.  

The cabinet authorization that the agent responsible for the Nicola Valley 

reserves, John Freemont Smith of Kamloops, received criminalized: [1] “conduct . . . in 

an intemperate or profligate manner” on a reserve, by any one, resident or visitor; [2] co-

habitation on a reserve “as man and wife without being legally married;” [3] visits to a 

reserve not authorized by an Indian agent, a police constable or a chief, with public-

safety and public-health exemptions, and [4] “loitering by any Indian after the hour of 9 

p.m. in any city or town” in the Kamloops agency. The penalties for transgressions of the 

first and second prohibitions were a fine of “not more than thirty dollars,” or imprisonment 

of “not more than thirty days,” or both. The penalties for transgressions of the third and 

fourth prohibitions were fines of $5 or up to ten days imprisonment for the third 

prohibition and fifteen for the fourth.42 

Agent Smith’s resolve to organize a profligacy campaign  resulted in Constable 

Percy Badman of the British Columbia Provincial Police, in January, 1918, warning 
 
42  Library and Archives Canada, Department of Indian Affairs folder, “. . . correspondence regarding 

organization of bands in agency and resolutions passed in council at Lytton . . . .” 
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“chiefs” and “captains” that their people were about to be subjected to Agent Smith’s 

campaign – and a new avenue for their criminalization under the Indian Act. He went 

downriver on one day and upriver on the other:  

My reason for patrolling to the different reserves to notify Chiefs of the contents 

of the Supplement to the Indian Act was to allow Chiefs to hold meetings to notify the 

people of all reserves of the enforcement of this Act, as Indians would plead ignorance if 

brought to court under any of the [new] clauses . . . in the Act.43 

On February 4, Badman collected the marriage records of All Saints’ Shulus from 

the missioner on the reserve. On February 8 he went in search of the campaign’s 

inaugural object of a “profligacy” charge, an aboriginal man who resided on the Shulus 

reserve. On the second day he found him, with two others, arresting them on a charge of 

“living on reserve as man and wife, not being legally married contrary to … Supplement 

of the Indian Act.” Either Badman or the magistrate who heard the constable’s 

prosecutions gave the accused until February 12 to get married. They all did, and either 

Badman or the magistrate withdrew the charges. On February 16 Badman arrested the 

male partner to an aboriginal union, the charge “not being legally married contrary to the 

Supplement of the Indian Act.” He also charged the man with deserting his wife and 

child, “not having rendered any support for 18 months.” The magistrate who tried the 

man decided that, yes, he and the woman with whom he shared a home were not 

married, and, yes, he had abandoned his family. But he suspended sentence of the 

“profligacy” charge, on condition that the man stay away from the reserve. Although  

an aboriginal, he was a not “a member of the band.” The magistrate ordered the man to 

provide his child $12.50 monthly until the child’s eighteenth birthday.  

In the valley’s reserves in the opening decades of its industrialization, B.C. 

Provincial Police constables enforced the Indian Act, and the Criminal Code, and 

arrested and prosecuted aboriginal men and women for infractions and crimes. 

Constable Badman’s account of his first week as Merrritt station constable, in 1916, is 

representative of the Nicola Valley constables’ “Indian Country” geography: 

 
43  Merritt Station (Constable Percy Badman), “Daily Provincial Police Report,” January 1918. 
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15th . . . Patrolled to the Shulus Reserve Lower Nicola, Coldstream[water] 
Reserve, Qualcasasket Reserve and district with the late Constable W. 
Bell to get acquainted with same.  

16th . . .  at office.  

17th . . . at office.  

18th . . . Patrolled to Shulus Reserve.  

19th . . . at office. 

20th . . . Patrolled to Collettville and Canford.  

21st . . . at office.44 

The provincial government maintained a police officer in the valley since at least 

the last half of the 1870s. (One constable and one justice of the peace were among the 

residents of the “Nicola District” in the 1877/78 Guide of British Columbia.) By the start of 

the First World War, the British Columbia Provincial Police maintained three constables 

in the valley, or in its vicinity, one at Merritt, one at Nicola, and one at Spences Bridge. 

The City of Merritt maintained a chief constable and a constable after municipal 

incorporation in 1911. City and country constabulary cooperated.  

14th 12 midnight, Asked by city chief constable to help find a prisoner 
who broke city gaol. Patrolled to Nicola. notified Const. Farr. Patrolled to 
Coldwater, Aspen Grove, then to Canford.  

15th Patrolled to Springs Reserve. . . .  Aspen Grove in search of 
escaped prisoner.45  

The daily journals that Nicola Valley constables returned monthly to their chief 

constable, located in Yale, show that Indian Act intoxicant possession and distribution 

fines were usually paid; the guilty either had the means personally to pay or their 

communities, however imagined, had the means to pay. “21st Patrolled to the Springs 

Reserve arrested Angus Jimmy (Indian) Intoxicated. 22nd Attended police Court of Rex 

vs. Jimmy (Indian) fined $5.00 and costs or thirty days H.L. [hard labour] fine paid,” 

Constable Bell recorded in the July, 1916 Merritt station journal. The heavier distribution 
 
44  Badman, “Daily Provincial Police Report,” November 1916. 
45  Merritt Station (Constable Alex King), “Daily Provincial Police Report,” March 1914. 
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fines were also usually paid. The judge who convicted Joe Coutlee, head cowboy at the 

Douglas Lake ranch, of supplying liquor to residents of a Lower Nicola reserve in 1916 

fined him $150. Coutlee paid up. Either the same judge or another, in 1916, fined a man 

he convicted of supplying liquor to Coldwater Reserve residents $100. The man could 

not, or would not, pay up. A Provincial Police constable then escorted him to New 

Westminster, on the train, to serve the “in lieu” penalty: six months, with hard labour, at 

Oakalla. However steep, the penalties did not deter distributors. There was a demand for 

their wares. By late 1917, Constable Badman was attempting to intercept liquor before it 

was in the possession of suppliers, possibly because provincial prohibition permitted him 

to notify the postal service and bus service and the CPR to seize parcels he thought 

might contain liquor.   

13th Took 11.15 train to Dot to investigate report that Indians of that 
district were obtaining shipment of liquor. On inquiries at Express office 
found no record of shipment at Dot notified Express Agent at Merritt to 
hold shipment addressed Louie Charlie, Indian. . . .  

15th Patrolled to Canford Mills to hold up shipment of liquor forwarded to 
one Wm Lindley employed in logging camp. Not entitled under P.A. 
pending instructions from Chief Constable Cameron, as to disposal. . . .  

19th . . . seized One gallon jar of rum addressed to Wm Lindley, Canford, 
as instructed by Chief Constable Cameron. . . .  

22nd Notified Express Agent at Merritt to hold supply of liquor addressed 
to Perry Peters, Merritt, being an Indian of Shulus Reserve . . . .46  

The British Columbia provincial game warden file in which the decision to station 

a warden in the valley is recorded is another illustration of the endorsement and direction 

and settler-opinion qualities of the interventions in the lives of the valley’s aboriginal 

residents.47 It is a small file, its correspondence of one month’s duration, May 1910. A 

letter from a Merritt resident to the attorney general opens the file, its subjects the 

“unlawfull distruction of fish and game birds . . . during the summer months” and the 

hunting of deer in the winter by “Indians on snowshoes” when the deep snow would 
 
46  December 1917. 
47  “British Columbia Provincial Game Warden, Originals,1905-1922,” "Bowser, W.J., (A.G.) - possibility of 

DGW at Merritt; prosecutions,”  GR-0446, BC Archives. 
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prevent the animals from easily escaping the hunters. “As I am not an officer I do not 

wish to act. But hope your Department will take into consideration the advisability of 

appointing a proper person who will devote all his time . . . [to] the protection of game.” 

Later in the month, the letter’s author unsuccessfully privately prosecuted a valley 

aboriginal resident for hunting deer out of season. He and the JP who dismissed the 

prosecution both wrote letters to the provincial game warden, a man by the name of A. 

Bryan Williams, about the prosecution. Then, the Merritt Athletic Club wrote their MLA 

“again” about the “wanton destruction of game” and the need for a “trustworthy warden.” 

(The club had petitioned Williams in the previous year “[to] “take steps immediately to 

provide for the protection of game in the Nicola valley.”48 The JP who dismissed the 

private prosecution wrote that extenuating circumstances prompted his decision. The 

accused plead guilty, but the chief of the Coldwater band testified that a DIA official had 

given him permission to extend to “poor Indians” the “privilege” of foraging as needed. 

“In consideration that they were under this impression, and it being a first case, I 

dismissed the case with costs, with the understanding that any further cases would 

receive the full penalty.” The JP asked if Williams had any knowledge of this “privilege.” 

He did not, observing in his letter back to the JP that “as the district is an Organized one 

Indians have no special privileges in the way of killing game of any kind, nor has [DIA] 

the right to give an Indian, or anyone else, authority to break the Provincial Laws.” The 

provincial game warden also gave the JP some sentencing direction: tailor a game law 

prosecution to fit the accused’s circumstances. For example, convict on possessing 

venison out of season, for which the penalty is a fine ranging from $1 to $100, and not 

killing a deer out of season, for which the minimum fine was $25. The attorney general 

asked the provincial game warden for his “views” on the dismissed prosecution and the 

petition from the Merritt Athletic Club. Williams replied that he was “of the opinion that we 

shall have to do something for this district before very long.” He also asked the attorney 

general to ask the superintendent of the provincial police to direct his constables 

stationed in the valley “to pay a little more attention to the Game Laws.” The private 

prosecution makes it “evident that the Constable at Merritt cannot have been paying very 

much attention.”  

 
48  “Protection of Game,” Nicola Herald, May 14, 1909. 
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Aboriginal foraging activities certainly motivated much of the eventual patrolling 

by deputy game wardens. One warden, J.P. Nash, out of Aspen Grove, put the 

aboriginal hunt front and centre this way:  “To Merritt and back. Always ride around --- 

the Reserve when staying in Nicola.”49  Warden Geoffrey Loduictz undertook a ninety-

mile patrol, over three days in March 1913, in response to  a report of aboriginal hunting:  

29th Left for Douglas lake as there was a report that Indians were killing 
deer at Fish Lake. Made D.L. Cattle Co. 30 miles.  

30th Rode over to Chapperon and Fish Lakes. There were a few 
Kloochmen catching white fish, but no men. All Douglas Lake Indians are 
working at the ranch. 30 miles.  

31st Back to Nicola.50 

Nash also accepted expressions of probable fictions that spared him and 

aboriginal hunters he met on patrol a demonstration of the limits on his ability to project 

government authority: “18th Went up N side of Nicola Lake. Indians shooting ‘ground 

hogs.’ “26th Went up to Siwash Meadows as some Indians had gone up there to hunt 

horses and took their rifles. [S]aw them coming back. Had only shot ‘Ground hogs.’ “51 

“Ground hogs” were not on the agenda when the members of the Royal 

Commission visited Nicola Valley reserves in October 1913, but restrictions on hunting 

were. At least three Coldwater settlement residents complained to the commissioners:  

. . . I want to explain to you how poor I am. You people know how poor I 
am – I cannot take a step anywhere, just as if I am standing on one leg 
right here today – Yes, I cannot take a step anywhere. If I am going to try 
to make a place outside where I am, the white people will pull me right 
back again. 

[Question]: How will the white people pull you right back again? 

Answer:  Because they will not allow me to hunt or get my own food. 
 
49  Nicola station, “Daily Deputy Game Warden Report,” February, 1914. 
50  Nicola station, “Daily Deputy Game Warden Report,” March, 1913 
51  Nicola station, May 1913, July 1913.  
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Q.: . . . when you get this permission to go and hunt, do you want the 
white man to go and hunt with you, or do you want just the Indians to be 
allowed to hunt? 

A: The white people try to shut this thing down, and I always say all right. 

[Observation]: It is not only to the Indian that they shut down, but they do 
it to the white man as well. If you allowed hunting by white men and 
Indians alike all the time, very shortly there would be nothing left; 
everything would be killed off. 

A: That is what I want to find out, if I am allowed to hunt. The white people 
are stopping me, and even the Government are stopping me from 
hunting. 

The speaker left the commissioners with the impression that he had been 

prosecuted and fined $25 by a man pretending to be a police constable or a magistrate. 

The commission’s chair then directed the Indian agent present at the proceedings to 

notify the attorney general of a possible “unlawful extortion.” He also said the complaints 

about foraging restrictions were nothing new: “ . . . we have heard these before and it is 

now pretty well knocked into our heads.”  The commissioners told the Dominion and 

provincial governments in their confidential report of the ubiquity of complaints about 

hunting-and-gathering restrictions. The commissioners thought the province’s aboriginal 

peoples were “entitled to special considerations” and urged the two governments to 

negotiate “removal of the cause of the Indians’ grievances.”  

This chapter’s subject has been the criminalization of the “many,” relatively, not 

absolutely, and for their everyday activities and pleasures, eating and drinking and 

making love. The interventions were championed, inside and outside government, 

Dominion and provincial. They were resisted, if the persistence of “useless” behaviours 

over forty years asserts resistance. And they were a source of grievance. The next 

chapter makes its subject the criminal few on the valley’s reserves, both men, and their 

indulgences in anything-but-everyday violence.  
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3. “ . . . a very bad Indian . . .” 

. . . crime . . . has its genesis in three dominant mental processes . . .  
malice, acquisitiveness and lust.   
- “Crime,” Encyclopædia Britannica, 1911 

The debilitating consequences, individual, household, and community, of 

aboriginal alcohol-abuse have been chronicled, at my writing, for almost four hundred 

years. Jesuit missionaries to the pays d’en haut were, perhaps, the inaugural 

chroniclers. The authors of the Gathering Strength volume of the report of the Royal 

Commission on Aboriginal Peoples are not the latest chroniclers, but they are, perhaps, 

the most thorough, because theirs are A Mari Usque Ad Mare chronicles they, and their 

informants, circulated to sustain and accelerate remedial and ameliorative interventions. 

The male-on-male violence perpetrated by intoxicated aboriginals that is the subject of 

this chapter is exceedingly local and time specific. I cannot say that the perpetrators 

were men in flight, their escapes fuelled by liquor, from the social wounding of reduced 

circumstances, individual, household, and community. I can say that, in the opinion of 

their wardens, the industrialization of the Nicola Valley was a first cause of drunken 

depredations because it increased the liquor supply in the valley. In 1907, the year in 

which the CPR inaugurated regular service on the Nicola branch line, the residents of 

the Lower Nicola reserves were “temperate and moral” and the residents of the Upper 

Nicola reserves were “very temperate and moral,” in the opinion of the Indian agent 

responsible for their governance. One year after completion, Lower Nicola aboriginals 

were only “fairly temperate” and some Upper Nicola aboriginals were “given to drinking.” 

Two years after, a “good deal of drinking is carried on by some” Lower Nicola  

 
 

The secondary sources that influenced my treatment of the primary sources I read for this chapter 
are: John Price, “An Applied Analysis of North American Indian Drinking Patterns,” Human 
Organization,  Volume 34, No. 1 Spring 1975; Philip May, “The Epidemiology of Alcohol Abuse 
among American Indians: The Mythical and the Real Properties,” American Indian Culture and 
Research Journal, 18:2, 1994; “Health and Healing,” Gathering Strength, the third volume of the 
report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples, 1996, and Maggie Brady, “Alcohol policy 
issues for indigenous people in the United States, Canada, Australia and New Zealand,” 
Contemporary Drug Problems 27/Fall 2000. 
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aboriginals, “as is apparently bound to be the case when public works are carried on.” 

Only a few Upper Nicola aboriginals indulged, however. Three years after, some Lower 

Nicola aboriginals were “addicted to drink,” but only a few Upper Nicola aboriginals 

indulged. Four years after, with construction of a railway up the Coldwater Valley under 

way, public works had been abandoned as the cause of Lower Nicola intemperance. 

"The building of railways through this part of the country helped to throw temptation in 

the form of liquor in the way of some who could not resist, and led to their appearance in 

court. Nevertheless as a whole they are temperate and moral and there have been no 

complaints since the end of December, 1910." E.B. Drummond was the author of this 

opinion, shared in the only annual report of the Lytton Indian Agency that he produced. 

Drummond thought the residents of the Upper Nicola reserves “reasonably temperate.” 

Five years after construction, the Department of Indian Affairs annual report went to 

press without a report on Amerindian temperance in the Nicola Valley. Drummond had 

quit government service. Six years after completion of the Nicola branch line, 

Drummond’s replacement had this to say of the residents of the Lower Nicola reserves: 

“I regret to state that they are anything but temperate . . . .” The residents of the Upper 

Nicola reserves were “fairly temperate,” H. Graham reported, “with the exception of a 

few of the younger ones.”52   

Joseph Frank, called Deafy because his hearing was impaired, was a cowboy 

and resident of one Upper Nicola reserve or another in the first decades of the 

industrialization of the valley, which meant he was probably a Sylix man. He was a 

legendary drunk, legendary in that a memory of a drunk Deafy during a cattle drive 

lingered on in the valley long enough to be collected in the 1970s by the author of Cattle 

Ranch: The Story of the Douglas Lake Cattle Company. After explaining that the 

company’s cowboys considered this particular cattle drive an opportunity for a prolonged 

drinking party, Nina Wolliams writes:  

 
52  Dominion of Canada, Annual Report of the Department of Indian Affairs for the year ended March 31 

1907, p. 256; Annual Report of the Department of Indian Affairs for the year ended March 31 1908, pp. 
281 – 282; . . . for the year ended March 31 1909, pp. 272 – 273; . . . for the year ended March 31 1910, 
p. 256;  
. . . for the year ended March 31 1911, p. 256; . . . for the year ended March 31 1913, pp. 270 – 271. 
ONLINE. 
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The second day of these drives was often chaotic as a result. Once, a 
Spahomin Indian, Joseph Frank, who had drunk quite a bit, fell off his 
horse. Deafy, as Frank was called because of his hearing problem, had 
been riding in the middle of the 600-head herd and lay in a stupor on the 
winding canyon trail. The cattle immediately behind stopped to stare at 
the strange spectacle of a man lying on the ground; the rest of the herd 
kept coming. The uphill side of the bank was too steep for the crowding 
cattle to climb, so they were pushed down the perpendicular sidehill to the 
river below. 

The first cowboy to round the corner, Seymour Williams, quickly hitched a 
rope around Deafy, tied the other end to a tree, and lowered him down 
the slope where he would be out of sight and could no longer upset the 
cattle. But ninety-two head had fallen from the trail into the canyon below, 
more than thirty of them losing their lives. The men could not even 
salvage the hides, for they had no time to skin the dead cattle until the 
next day on their return trip and by then the carcasses had frozen solid.53 

Deafy makes his first certain appearance in the Provincial Police daily journals in 

the spring of 1915 when the Merritt and Nicola station constables arrested him on a 

charge of “murder” that occurred in Quilchena, above Merritt.54 The dead man was 

“Jimmie Edwards (Indian).” He was from “Shuswap.” If he was a Secwepemc man he 

was probably not a native of the Nicola Valley. The constables put Deafy, and three 

others, in front of a valley judge over two days to determine if there was enough 

evidence to proceed to trial. The judge ordered two of the accused released and Deafy 

and one of his co-accused held over for trial. The Merritt station constable, Walter Bell, 

then escorted Deafy and his co-accused to Kamloops for incarceration, probably in the 

provincial jail, to await assizes trial. Deafy either was not the murderer or he persuaded 

the authorities that he was not the murderer, because he makes his next appearance in 

the daily reports in September, 1917, less than three years after his 1915 arrest on a 

Criminal Code charge that, if sustained, could, in those days, send a man either to the 

gallows or to prison for many, many years.  

 
  The secondary sources that influenced my treatment of the primary sources I read for this chapter are: 

John Price, “An Applied Analysis of North American Indian Drinking Patterns,” Human Organization,  
Volume 34, No. 1 Spring 1975; Philip May, “The Epidemiology of Alcohol Abuse among American 
Indians: The Mythical and the Real Properties,” American Indian Culture and Research Journal, 18:2, 
1994, and Maggie Brady, “Alcohol policy issues for indigenous people in the United States, Canada, 
Australia and New Zealand,” Contemporary Drug Problems 27/Fall 2000. 

53  Woolliams, 162. 
54  Merritt Station (Constable Walter Bell), “Daily Provincial Police Report,” April 1915. 
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Constable Badman was the Merritt station constable who arrested Deafy in 1917, 

for assaulting another aboriginal with a knife at Quilchena. He arrested Deafy on one 

day and on the next he organized hospital care, in Merritt, for the victim of the stabbing. 

(Badman covered a lot of Upper Nicola territory in pursuit of Deafy on that first day, only 

to find and arrest him near the scene of the crime, in Quilchena or its vicinity.) He also 

put Deafy in front of a valley magistrate on that second day. The judge ordered the 

accused held for eight days, to permit Badman to arrange evidence against him. The 

constable passed the next day travelling to and from the Douglas Lake Reserve to notify 

witnesses to the assault that the judge who would try Deafy would require their presence 

in his court in seven days. In the event, this particular judge did not try Deafy: “25th . . . 

Spl Constable Jackson took prisoner Joseph Frank to Spences Brdg handed over to 

Chief Constable Cameron. . . . 30th Patrolled to Nicola Court House to look up Joseph 

Frank for the information of Inspector Owen Kamloops.” Badman then passed some of 

October either serving summonses on witnesses to the assault, including the man 

assaulted, or attending Deafy’s trial, in Kamloops. He motored there – “took car to 

Kamloops” – the first mention in the journals of a constable of the Provincial Police using 

an automobile.55  

Deafy was back in the valley, more accurately back in Badman’s daily journals, 

by September, 1918. In that month the “foreman” at the Douglas Lake cattle ranch 

accused Deafy of attempting to stab him. Joe Coutlee was probably Deafy’s accuser; he 

was the head cowboy then (and for another thirty-five years). Badman went out to 

Douglas Lake, but could do no more than direct the Indian constable to arrest Deafy if he 

should so his face around the Douglas Lake ranch or reserve: Badman had a bigger 

pursuit-and-arrest priority on that day. On the previous day, in Merritt, the deputy game 

warden had fired his sidearm at a man he suspected of stealing clothes and food from a 

Coldwater Valley residence. Badman was out of town during the shooting, either in 

Aschroft or on the train returning to Merritt. (He had delivered two Military Service Act 

defaulters to the Dominion constable in Ashcroft on September 26 and had passed the 

night of September 26/27 there.)  

 
54  Merritt Station (Constable Percy Badman), “Daily Provincial Police Report,” October 1917. 
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He started his search for the escaped suspect immediately on hearing about the 

drama. “27th . . . . Patrolled to Coutlee, Lower Nicola, Canford and Nicola in an 

endeavour to get track of this man. . . .” He interrupted his search the next day – 

“patrolled Lower Nicola Coldwater Trail and Hope trail” – to investigate the Douglas Lake 

assault complaint. He ended up that day in Spences Bridge. “29th . . . Made inquiries in 

and around Spences Brdg located two parties who had conversed with man answering 

description [of the holdup suspect] had asked for food and made inquiries . . . [about the] 

time of next train east. Believed to have taken Freight train going east . . . 10.30 p.m. 

Sept. 28.” Badman returned to Merritt on Sept. 30, where the only activity he recorded 

was a game law investigation of armed, and mischievous, boys, in Collettville. He had 

much to reflect on and report on, because he had decided the pursuit of a robbery 

suspect was a greater priority than the investigation of the Douglas Lake altercation. He 

did not record in his Sept. 28 report who complained about Deafy’s activities. But he did 

identify the complainant in the daily report form’s “Remarks” section: the complainant 

was the largest stockman in the valley, perhaps the province, Frank Ward (1875 -1953): 

In the case of Joseph Frank alias Deafy charged by F. Ward of Douglas 
Lake of attempting to Stab foreman . . . from information gathered there is 
no evidence to prove this charge with the exception of the foremans 
statement, as there was no witnesses that saw the attempt . . . neither 
was the Indian successful in his attempt in inflicting wound. however this 
Indian was a trespasser as he was ordered off this company’s land by the 
foreman on instructions from F. Ward, Manager. We can fall back on 
charge of trespass. If case in first instance of charge of stabbing will not 
stand, as there is no doubt in my mind that this Indian made the attempt, 
as he has been convicted several times on charges of this nature. 

Deafy did not stay in the hills and away from the ranch for long:  

[October] 7th On receipt of phone message from F.B. Ward . . . Took car 
to Douglas Lake in search of Joseph Frank, alias Deafy wanted [by then] 
on charges of Pointing loaded firearms, assault etc. This man drove all 
the employees of the . . . cattle co. off ranch at point of gun also assaulted 
foreman etc. Located and arrested brought to Merritt Lock-up. 

Badman brought Deafy before a judge on Oct. 8. The judge, on Oct. 9, 

sentenced Deafy to various terms of imprisonment on various charges with “H.L.,” the 

longest of which was six months for “possession of a pistol with intent to injure.” Badman 
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put Deafy on the train to New Westminster, and Oakalla, on Oct. 9, his escort the same 

special constable who had found, and lost, the robbery suspect on Sept. 27.  

The next representative of the criminal few in the valley was, like Deafy, a 

cowboy. He took a “knife in the breast.” His name was Joe Stetski, and in the spring of 

1917 the Kamloops Indian agent, John Freemont Smith, considered him a “very bad 

Indian.” The stabbing occurred on March 31 on a road between two of the Coldwater 

reserves, and between three aboriginal residents of the valley sharing a “bottle of 

whiskey,” Stetski, and Charlie and Matilda Jewells, husband and wife. The physician 

who alerted Badman to the assault the day after it occurred did not expect Stetski to 

survive. Jewells surrendered to Badman outside the Merritt courthouse two days after 

the stabbing. He also made a statement, a statement that Badman advised him not to 

make: “ . . . he said thats alright I don’t want to tell lies. I tried to kill him I heard scream 

when I come up the road and that fellow had my woman on the ground so I fix him.”  

Badman’s immediate supervisor, the chief constable of the Yale Police District, 

interviewed Jewells later in the day, in the Provincial Police jail in Merritt: “ . . . he made 

no bones about . . . stabbing Joe Stetski . . . he said that he was going to kill him for 

having connection with his wife.”  

The chief constable, expecting Stetski to die, directed Badman to get a “dying 

declaration” from him. (The constable had already interviewed Stetski, on the day after 

the assault.) Badman, a police court magistrate and Charlie Jewells visited Stetski, 

probably on April 3. A dying declaration, to be admitted as evidence in court, had to be 

made in the presence of a witness, and further, a dying declaration by the victim of an 

assault had to be made in the presence of the accused. On hearing that the chief 

constable had directed Badman to get a dying declaration, the superintendent of the 

Provincial Police sent an urgent communication to the chief constable on April 7 – a 

telegram: “Care should be taken if dying declaration of Joe Stetski necessary that it is 

properly taken.” In a letter the next day, the chief constable told the superintendent that 

Badman, the magistrate and the accused had together visited Stetski, “so I presume the 

statement was properly taken.”  

In a letter on April 12 the chief constable told the superintendent that Stetski was 

recovering. The superintendent then directed the chief constable to attend the 
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preliminary hearing that would begin the prosecution of Jewells on a charge of 

wounding. The chief constable, in an April 16 letter, said the preliminary had occurred 

before he knew about it, on April 13, that Jewells was committed for trial, and that he 

had personally escorted the man to Kamloops provincial jail to await the next assize. 

The chief constable added that “[the case was handled in good shape . . . by the 

Stipendiary Magistrate and there were no Lawyers at the hearing on either side.” He also 

reported that a police-court magistrate had fined Stetski $50 and costs for supplying 

Charlie and Matilda Jewells with liquor. Stetski paid. 

On April 20, the chief constable shared more news with the superintendent. By 

telegram he reported that Jewells that day pleaded guilty to the wounding charge, 

sentence reserved. By letter he reported that John Freemont Smith, while passing on the 

trial outcome, had expressed a hope that the Provincial Police might initiate an indecent-

assault prosecution against Stetski:  

. . . he informed me that Joe Stetski was a very bad Indian and wishes to 
have him arrested and charged with indecent assault on Charlie Jewells 
wife. [He] says that Joe Stetski denys everything that took place on the 
night of the stabbing affray even supplying Charlie Jewells with Liquor 
although it was proven against him, and he also denys the indecent 
assault although Mr Smith says that he is guilty and should be punished.  

“Kindly advise,” the chief constable asked, “if it would be in order” to carry out the 

agent’s request. The superintendent declined to give any advice, but said he would ask 

the deputy attorney general for direction. While waiting on the deputy attorney general 

Chief Constable Cameron wrote the superintendent, to say Matilda Jewell’s credibility, 

was a problem for him: 

. . . this is a case which might be hard to prove as it is an Indian case and 
most of those Indian women are Prostitutes, and there are no witnesses 
to the assault so it would only be the Indian woman’s evidence against 
the evidence of Stetski and he absolutely denys ever assaulting Jewells 
in any way whatsoever.   

He recommended against prosecution, and observed that “it is altogether likely 

that Constable Badman will be able to get him right on some other occasion.”  
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The deputy attorney general eventually directed that the prosecution not 

proceed. “It is quite clear to me that Matilda Jewells’ story is highly improbable, and . . . it 

would be almost impossible to get a conviction in face of the circumstances outlined by 

her and without corroborative evidence.” (Matilda Jewells had made a sworn statement 

about the assault. She and her husband were heading home, in a buggy, and Stetski on 

a horse was either travelling with them or following them; she dropped a handkerchief; 

her husband stopped the buggy, and walked down the road to find it; Stetski threw her to 

the ground and “picked up my clothes;” Jewells returned; Stetski took off, and then 

returned. He “told my husband he had made a mistake . . . and he was drunk.”) He 

recommended Constable Badman “keep a strict look out for this man.” Indian agent 

Smith did not disagree with the decision: “ . . . he has come to the conclusion that it 

would be as well to let the matter drop as it would be a hard case to prove, and that 

there was no doubt that Stetski would be had on some other occasion as he was a very 

bad Indian.” Constable Badman certainly thought he and Stetski would meet again. “I 

have the confidence of the Indians and the next break he makes they will inform me,” he 

assured the chief constable. Charlie Jewells, the man who stabbed Stetski, eventually 

received a suspended sentence and was required to post a bond of $300 to keep the 

peace for a year. Jewells was in jail, in Merritt and Kamloops, for forty days before 

sentencing.56  

What stands out about the incidences of aboriginal male-on-male violence that is 

the subject of this chapter is, firstly, the “bush-Indian” experience. Neither Deafy nor 

Charlie Jewells were captured by a pursuing constabulary; they were captured when 

they turned themselves in, Jewells, directly, at the Merritt courthouse, and Deafy, 

indirectly, by returning from the high country to either the cattle company’s ranch or the 

aboriginal settlements nearby. (The suspected thief the deputy game warden fired on 

also escaped capture.) The second stand-out component is the involvement of two of 

the most influential men in the Nicola Valley in the dramas, Indian Agent Smith and 

cattleman Ward. They were prepared to appropriate statutory authority to relieve them of 

working-day antagonisms, Smith of Stetski and Ward of Deafy. The third noteworthy 

component is the racially grounded dismissal of the credibility of aboriginal women. 
 
56  British Columbia Provincial Police Correspondence Inward to Superintendent 1912-1922, "[severed] - 

Stabbed Joe Stetski 1917,” GR-0557, BC Archives. 
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Matilda Jewells’ story was, indeed, improbable, as the deputy attorney general decided, 

but not because she was an aboriginal woman.  

The aboriginal who never came to the attention of settler authority, was not 

criminalized, was not a criminal, can only be imagined, or inferred, from the church and 

state records that inform this chapter and the previous chapter. Further, some “good” 

Indians were also “bad” Indians. Stetski was gainfully employed. Deafy’s 1918 crimes 

occurred after loss of employment. The “good” among the Nicola Valley’s aboriginal 

residents people the next chapter, its subject two crisis interruptions in the day-to-day 

relationship of the anciently and newly settled. The “good Indians” these crises reveal 

were so good authority isolated them, in life and death: They were good enough to forbid 

entry into Merritt. These incidents of isolation, of course, are further demonstrations of 

the power of statutory authority to make Native space. 
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4. “It . . . would work . . . a serious hardship . . .” 

. . . in the United Kingdom . . . [the 1871 Pedlars A]ct requires a register 
of certificates to be kept in each district . . . does not exempt any one from 
vagrant law, and requires the pedlar to show his certificate on demand to 
certain persons.   
– “Hawkers and Pedlars,” Encyclopædia Britannica, 1911 

The regulation of trade had entangled authority and enterprise in Canada for at 

least three centuries when Merritt’s municipal council decided in the fall of 1916 that it, 

too, had the authority to regulate trade.57 It announced its decision in a dramatic matter: 

The town’s chief constable arrested an aboriginal man selling apples and plums door to 

door and seized forty of the fifty boxes of apples he had brought to town, his offence no 

business licence. His name was John Tetlanetiza; he was a chief of the Cook’s Ferry, or 

Spences Bridge, multi-reserve community; he was a James Teit collaborator; and he 

was one of eight aboriginal leaders who visited Ottawa in May 1916, accompanied by 

Teit, their purpose to persuade the federal cabinet to reject the findings of the Royal 

Commission on Aboriginal Affairs for the Province of British Columbia.58 The response 

of aboriginal residents of the Nicola Valley to the arrest; of their agent; of DIA 

headquarters and Merritt town council are recorded in a DIA folder, “Kamloops – 

Pedlar’s Licence for Indians Selling Their Produce.”59  Both valley aboriginal residents 

and their agent, John Freemont Smith, thought the business-licence demand a threat to 

continued aboriginal participation in the cash economy by selling agricultural goods 
 
 
 
 
  The secondary sources that influenced my treatment of the primary sources I read for this chapter are 

those listed previously, and Mary-Ellen Kelm “British Columbia First Nations and the Influenza 
Pandemic of 1918-1919, BC Studies, 122, Summer, 1999, and Betty O’Keefe and Ian Macdonald, Dr. 
Fred and the Spanish Lady: Fighting the Killer Flu, 2004.  

57  An early recipient of a French regime licence to trade in the North American interior was Samuel de 
Champlain: Innis, Fur Trade, 33. 

58  The Canadian Museum of Civilization has custody of at least a dozen images created by James Teit of 
“Tetlenitsa, John (male) ‘stretched out long robe or standing on robe.’ ” Tepper,  Interior Salish, 172. 
The museum also has an unattributed image of the chief. “Taken while on delegation to Ottawa. . . . He 
is holding a decorated war club,” Tepper, 86. James Teit may be the man in the image’s background.  

59  Library and Archives Canada, Department of Indian Affairs folder. ONLINE. 
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surplus to their needs. Municipal council, however, thought unlicensed merchandising a 

threat to the town’s merchants.  

A “formal demand for a refund of . . . $25 extorted . . . from John Titlanatza . . . 

for disposing of produce grown by him in the Town of Merritt” is the first piece of 

correspondence in the folder. Its author is Smith, writing to the mayor of Merritt, and its 

date is September 7. Smith thought the arrest and seizure were illegal and that the $25 

business licence represented extortion because Tetlanetiza as “a ward of the Federal 

Government is not subject to such a licence.” The city clerk, Henry Priest, responded 

that, until Smith showed city council a section of the federal Indian Act that would relieve 

an aboriginal of observing a municipal bylaw enabled by a provincial statute like the 

Municipal Act, council would keep the $25. The clerk added: “ . . . we suggest that you 

take the matter up direct with the Department at Ottawa, and let us know as early as 

possible the substance of their reply.”  

Smith then wrote Ottawa, and included copies of his letter to the city and the city 

clerk’s letter to him. He reported that the Merritt city solicitor was of the opinion that 

Tetlanetiza “was interfering with the legitimate trade of the Merchants by selling his fruits 

to the Citizens of the Town, and in doing so he comes under the head of Peddler;” that 

under the Municipal Act Merritt could restrict pedlar activities; that Tetlanetiza had tried 

to sell his fruit to Merritt’s shopkeepers, “but could not realize enough from what we was 

offered by them to pay for the handling;” and that the arrest and seizure was an 

“unheard of procedure.” “The Department will realize the seriousness of this action of the 

City of Merritt, as it effects [sic] the Indians of this Province if such a tax is allowed to 

impose on the Indians, by this Town of Merritt, and other Cities and Towns follow the 

precedent established, which will practically debar the Indians from disposing of their 

produce, whether it be hay, grain, vegetables or fruits in any of the Incorporated Cities in 

this Province.” His penultimate sentence repeated this concern in much more forceful 

language: “If every Indian has to pay a license to sell his produce in Incorporated Cities 

they will surely starve.” The date of this letter was September 13. 

A week later, the department’s assistant deputy and secretary responded, and 

what he had to say was not what Smith, or his “wards,” wanted to hear: 
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. . . while it may be that no such action has previously been taken against 
the Indians there is no doubt that they are amenable to the by-laws of a 
municipality. It has been held that in the absence of any legislation 
removing Indians from the scope of provincial laws, they must in their 
dealings outside of the reserve govern themselves by the general law 
which applies there and that they are no more free to infringe an act of 
the legislature than to disregard a municipal by-law, the general 
protection of both of which they enjoy when they do not limit the 
operations of their lives to their reserves . . . . 

The author of the letter did not acknowledge the starvation possibility. He 

encouraged Smith to ask city council to return the $25 “as an act of grace.” He also 

promised he would write council. He did not do so, but Duncan Campbell Scott, the DIA 

deputy superintendent general, and poet, did. After telling council that DIA did not think 

aboriginals were exempt from provincial statute, Scott wrote: 

It may be said, however, that leniency has almost invariably been shown 
to the Indians by assistance being given them to secure their livelihood by 
their own industry. By reason of this leniency the Indians have, naturally it 
is thought, come to the conclusion that they are entitled to special 
privileges in regard to these matters. This being the case Titlanetza would 
no doubt conclude that he was within his rights in peddling the fruit grown 
by him. 

The Merritt Herald, on October 6, published the contents of Scott’s letter to 

council under the headline “COUNCIL WILL NOT REFUND: Indians must procure 

licences if they desire to act as peddlars.” Aboriginal residents of the Nicola Valley 

responded to publication of the letter by holding “an indignation meeting” on October 9, 

Agent Smith reported in an October 11 letter to Ottawa. They wanted the department to 

amend the Indian Act to release them from the fees municipalities might impose under 

the provincial Municipal Act: 

It was argued by the Indians that as the action affects seriously, not only 
the Indians of the Nicola Valley, but all over the Province in disposing of 
their produce in Cities adjacent to their reserves, and that if each 
individual Indian of the several reserves who may have a few tons of hay 
or grain, a few sacks of vegetables or a few boxes of apples to sell have 
to pay a peddler’s license in the Incorporated Cities . . . before they could 
dispose of such surplus it would not only work a serious hardship which 
the Indians will be unable to withstand, but would discourage in no small 
degree their Agricultural efforts. 
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Scott wrote town council of October 31 again requesting leniency. The city clerk 

responded, on November 8, with council’s decision: it would not refund the $25 and had 

decided to double the cost of a pedlar’s licence. Chief Tetlanetiza’s status, actual or 

apprehended, figured in council’s decisions, the city clerk wrote:  

The Indian in question is not in need of a refund and would simply laugh 
at the City and snap his fingers if he got it – his operations are by the car 
load and seriously interfere with the Merchants here. The Merchants are 
paying high taxes and are in legitimate business to make a living. . . . if 
[this case] were a case of a poor ignorant native [council] would rather 
give than take away . . . , but Chief Titlanetza is not by any means in need 
of charity. 

Agent Smith, on receipt of a copy of the city clerk’s letter, responded on 

November 22, his letter, to Ottawa, the last in the folder. Chief Tetlanetiza was not a 

retailer or wholesaler of boxcars of fruit, Smith commented. He produced 300 boxes of 

apples and 50 boxes of plums in the 1916 growing season. He took 50 boxes of apples 

and 20 of plums on the train from Spences Bridge to Merritt. “And before he attempted to 

dispose of any of his fruits, he offered them to the stores. All of whom although they 

were selling apples at $1.25 a box, would not allow him more than 60¢ per box, which 

was only a trifle above the actual cost of delivering them at that point.” When he was 

arrested and his wares were seized, he was asking $1/box.  

Smith also threw in an extraordinary “that’s not all.” “It is common property 

[knowledge] that the overhead maintenance charges of the City of Merritt are very 

considerably maintained from money extorted from Indians in fines  and other 

methods.”60 Indian Act fines imposed by city police court magistrates were city money. 

The release of Amerindian horses impounded by city authorities because they were 

running loose was another city revenue source. His letter motivated no further DIA 

action.  

 
60  “The City Police report for the month of May is as follows: CHARGES/Supplying Indians with liquor 

7/Indians having liquor in their possession 1/Drunk and Disorderly 8/Indians drunk 2/Vagrancy 7/Broke 
Jail 2/[CHARGES TOTAL] 27 . . . Total revenue $361.35:” “CITY POLICE REPORT, Merritt Herald and 
Nicola Valley Advocate, June 6 1913. 
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The irony of the DIA surrender is that, by 1917, DIA had spent money for more 

than a decade introducing southern Interior Plateau aboriginals to orchardist practices. 

(Agent Smith paid for the delivery of the chief’s apples and plums to Merritt.) The federal 

government year of 1916/17 was at least the eleventh in which DIA received a 

Parliamentary appropriation for “cleansing Indian orchards” in British Columbia.61 Of the 

$3,500 1916/17 appropriation, a little more than $2,650 was spent.62 In the beginning, 

the “cleansing” program addressed two problems - addressed, not solved: pests 

threatened reserve agricultural pursuits, and pests on reserves generated complaints by 

settler orchardists and the overseers of the British Columbia government’s pest-control 

programs. Early on, however, program managers and administrators elevated its 

purpose, from prophylactic to curative or transformative. As the federal government 

executive responsible for the program, Dominion Entomologist C. Gordon Hewitt 

commented in a 1916 letter to the DIA: 

. . . this work has assumed a much wider character than it possessed 
originally, and instead of involving merely the control of insect pests in . . . 
orchards in the Indian reserves, our officer now supervises and gives 
instruction and assistance in the planting out and subsequent care of the 
orchards and in the marketing of the fruit. . . . 

The extension of orcharding among the Indians of a province so well adapted for 

fruit-growing, and the training of the young people in horticulture in the schools, are 

undoubtedly the most important features of the work with which we are happy to be 

connected, as they are looking towards the future.63 

The next crisis is also demonstration of another initiative by statutory authority to 

define aboriginal space, and for settler purposes. This particular space was a place to 

die, during the Spanish Influenza pandemic. In 1918 the aboriginal residents of the 

Nicola Valley were Kamloops Agency Indians. The suffering the pandemic imposed on 
 
61   “I beg leave to present to you my tenth annual report on the work done in connection with the Indian 

orchards and agriculture generally in British Columbia during the past year:” Tom Wilson, “Inspector of 
Indian Orchards,” March 31, 1916, in Library and Archives Canada, Dominion of Canada, Annual 
Report of the Department of Indian Affairs for the year ended March 31 1916, Part II, 114. ONLINE. If 
the government year of 1915/16 was the tenth “cleansing” year, then 1916/17 was the eleventh. 

62  Library and Archives Canada, Dominion of Canada, Annual Report of the Department of Indian Affairs 
for the year ended March 31 1917, Part II, 95. ONLINE. 

63  Annual report . . . for the year ended March 31 1916. 
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that agency’s Indians and the Lytton agency’s Indians generated special notice in the 

annual DIA report for 1918/19:  

The most serious setback to the health of the Indians of British Columbia 
during the year was the epidemic of Spanish influenza, which was 
particularly severe in the Kamloops and Lytton bands, the former having a 
death-roll of 194 up to the first week in December, 1918, and the latter of 
over 100 in the months of October and November.64 

The “epidemic of influenza” expenditure by the Kamloops agency was the largest 

“epidemic” expenditure by any Indian agency in Canada in the 1918/19 government 

year.65 The almost $14,500 spent accounted for one-sixth of all DIA “epidemic” 

spending in that government year.  

Dr. Gillis, one of two agency medical officers, managed from the Shulus reserve 

the Kamloops agency’s response to the pandemic’s passage through the Nicola Valley. 

Shulus was the “event place” of forty-two deaths reported to the provincial Registrar of 

Births, Deaths and Marriages in November and December, 1918.66 The Shackan 

reserve was the “event place” of nine deaths in November and December; the Coldwater 

reserve, of eight deaths, and the “Nicola Lake Indian Reserve,” three deaths. In total, the 

registrar received notice of, and recorded, sixty-two deaths in aboriginal settlements in 

the Nicola Valley in November and December of 1918. (The number of Merritt deaths, 

same two months, is seven.) Two other aboriginal death counts are available. Constable 

Percy Badman of the B.C. Provincial Police recorded eighty-three, and an entry, 

unsigned, in the service book of All Saints’ Shulus, records about 100.  

About this date [the] ‘Spanish Influenza’ epidemic broke out on this 
reserve and other reserves in the Nicola Valley. Services were 
discontinued – the church as well as the school [and the] hospital being 

 
64  Annual report of the department of Indian affairs for the year ended March 31, 1919, 52. ONLINE. 
65  Annual report . . . for the year ended March 31, 1919, I-51 - 1-54.  
66  Among the “cylinders” on the “vital event” search engine on the British Columbia Archives Internet site 

are event location and event year.  
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used for housing patients. Nearly one hundred Indians died in the 
valley.67  

October 27 was the last Sunday in 1918 in which Eucharist was celebrated at All 

Saints. (One parishioner took communion.) January 1, 1919 was the first date the 

Eucharist was celebrated since October 27, although it occurred in the mission house, 

and not in the church. (Three parishioners took communion.) If the death count recorded 

in the All Saints’ service book is accurate, or more or less accurate, and if the death 

count for the Kamloops agency published in the DIA annual report is more or less 

accurate, then half the deaths that occurred in the Kamloops agency occurred in the 

Nicola Valley.  

Constable Badman started his involvement in the care of the aboriginal sick and 

dying on October 28. On receiving a telegram advising him that a number of Shackan 

residents were dead he drove out to the reserve. “Found on arrival situation was very 

serious, Spanish Flu raging amongst Indians . . . .” On the next day Badman returned to 

the reserve with food. “This food was purchased on instructions from the Indian Dept.” 

On October 30 he and Dr. Gillis took over the Shulus hospital, school and churches as 

“hospitals to receive Indian sick suffering from Spanish Flu.” He, on the same day, led a 

convoy of five cars to Shackan and other aboriginal settlements below Shulus and 

“removed [the] sick to Shulus.” He also stopped Indians on their way to Shulus for a 

potlatch from entering the reserve and asked the CPR “to stop Indians from leaving this 

reserve as 90% were sick.” On October 31 he again directed removal of the sick and 

dying to Shulus from other reserves. “Notified Indian Chief and Captains that Indians 

from Lytton, Aschroft, Lillooet Reserves who were attending Potlach on his Reserve 

must not leave until given permission.”68 On November 1 and 2 he removed the 

aboriginal sick from reserves he had not visited on previous days. On November 3 he 

“took sick with Spanish flu etc.” Constable Badman did not return to duty until December 

10.69   

 
67  All Saints’ Parish (Shulus, B.C.) fonds, Anglican Provincial Synod of British Columbia Archives. 

Badman, “Police Report,” October 1918. 
68  Badman, October 1918. 
69  Badman, November 1918. 
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His was a heroic intervention, and the care of the aboriginal sick and dying at 

Shulus by settler residents was a heroic endeavour. At least two settler care-givers died 

as a result of their work at Shulus, a young blacksmith and a young nurse.70 But their 

interventions were an exercise in involuntary isolation, as Constable Badman’s Nov. 2 

daily report entry demonstrates. “My reason for removing sick Indians as soon as 

possible was in an endeavour to keep disease from spreading through the Valley.” 

Additionally, the aboriginal sick and dying resented their interventions, a November 8 

Merritt Herald newspaper story on the Shulus ill suggests. They were difficult patients, 

the story reported. “The authorities and those in charge at the hospital find it quite a 

difficult task to keep the Indian patients quiet. They do not take kindly to the white man’s 

method of treatment.” There was no treatment back then for any influenza, beyond bed 

rest. But there were treatments for the respiratory sicknesses influenza introduced into a 

person, like pneumonia, the sickness that was often the cause of death. More than four 

dozen plant medicines, decoctions and infusions for the treatment of respiratory 

ailments, including pneumonia, were known to the Nlaka’pamux.71 Might some of those 

difficult patients have had the knowledge and ability to treat themselves and others and 

were being difficult because their abilities and knowledge were being ignored, or their 

requests for traditional treatment were being ignored? Additionally, might the absence of 

aboriginal care-givers have worsened the circumstances of the aboriginal people 

isolated in the Shulus care wards? Aboriginals who appeared before the Royal 
 
70  Their names are Edith Menzies and John Forhnwieser. Edith Menzies and her parents had recently 

moved to the valley from the Lower Mainland in the hopes dry-clime residency would better her health. 
(She twice quit nursing school because of ill health before her parents organized the move to the Nicola 
Valley, her Merritt Herald obituary reported.) In the Nov. 1 Merritt Herald, she and another nurse were 
caring for about fifty aboriginal people in Shulus; in the Nov. 8 Herald, she was under the care of 
physicians; and in the Nov. 15 paper, she was dead. She died Nov. 9, in the ranch house in which her 
parents were staying, and was buried the next day, the newspaper reported. “Being a frail woman, she 
contracted the influenza a few days after taking up her mission of mercy and was removed to her home, 
pneumonia following the attack of influenza.” She was in her twenty-sixth year when she died. 
Forhnwieser died Nov. 12 in the “isolation hospital” provincial and municipal authorities had set up in 
Merritt city hall. There was a hospital in Merritt by 1918, but the authorities decided not to place settler 
residents ill with influenza there. “The general hospital is being reserved for all patients suffering from 
other ailments,” the November 8 Herald reported. “There are ten patients in the general hospital, two of 
which are maternity cases. Two births have been recorded there during the past week.” John 
Forhnwieser was Austrian by birth, an origin which barred him from Canadian Expeditionary Force 
service. “When the influenza epidemic broke out in this valley and the health authorities opened Shulus 
hospital for the treatment of the Indians, John Frohnwieser was one of the first to volunteer his services 
in any capacity.” He, too, was in his twenty-sixth year when he died.  

71  Nancy Turner, Laurence Thompson, M. Terry Thompson, Annie York, Thompson Ethnobotany: 
Knowledge and Usage of Plants by the Thompson Indians of British Columbia, “TABLE FIVE Thompson 
Plant Medicines Encountered in this Study,” 1990. 



 

49 

Commission on Indian Affairs for the Province of British Columbia had asked that 

aboriginal women be trained in hospitals as nurses. Once trained they would serve in 

their natal reserves. The commissioners thought the request “worthy of favourable 

consideration,” they said in their confidential report. “Such services would be more 

acceptable to the Indians than if rendered by others and would go far to furnish what is 

now lacking and is almost impossible to properly provide for in the medical treatment 

and care of the sick on Reserves.”72  

The sole scholarly treatment of the experience of British Columbia aboriginals 

with the 1918 pandemic was published in 1999 and was written by Mary-Ellen Kelm.73 

“The death rate for the flu among the non-Native population in British Columbia was 6.21 

per 1,000 people; [among] the [Native population], . . . 46 per 1,000 . . . ,” she 

reported.74 “Inadequate reserve allocations, the alienation of water from reserve 

communities to rail companies and ranches, and departmental [Indian Affairs] parsimony 

in funding reserve improvements such as sanitation systems” made the severity 

discrepancy inevitable, she commented. Further, the writers and publishers of B.C. 

aboriginal histories treated the pandemic, at her writing, as one of the  “key moments in 

their histories.” Kelm also thought chronicles of the disease experiences of aboriginals 

and settlers chronicles of their relationship. 

. . . talking about disease provides a useful mechanism for speaking 
about the nature of Native/non-Native relations in a way that is both 
poignant and concrete. Because, like the smallpox of the past, itself only 
one of a steady stream of so-called “virgin-soil epidemics” in the early 
contact period, the flu is remembered primarily because it was 
emblematic of the times. For, just as smallpox seemed to reveal the 

 
 
73   Kelm “British Columbia First Nations and the Influenza Pandemic.”  
74  The aboriginal experience in British Columbia with the 1918 pandemic was not unique. Searching the 

word “influenza” and the date “1918” on the eHRAF World Cultures database generates descriptions of, 
or commentary on, the 1918 pandemic experience of twelve North American aboriginal peoples. The 
pandemic’s visit is among “the critical events in Navajo history,” Charlotte Johnson writes in Tall 
Woman: The life story of Rose Mitchell, a Navajo woman (University of New Mexico Press, 2001). The 
Navajo experience was especially fateful. Between the fall of 1918 and the end of 1920, influenza killed 
more than 2,000 Navajo, Wade Davies writes in Healing ways: Navajo Health Care in the Twentieth 
Century (University of New Mexico Press, 2001). Severity varied, however, an important caution for the 
researcher of the pandemic’s course among North American Amerindians. “While deaths were reported 
in every district, the flu affected some areas much more severely than others,” Garrick Bailey and 
Roberta Glenn report in A History of the Navajos: The Reservation Years (School of American 
Research Press; distributed by University of Washington Press, 1986). ONLINE. 
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danger of contact with Europeans in the early history of British Columbia, 
so, too, did influenza show that disease could still devastate no matter 
how “modernized” aboriginal people had become.75  

The next three chapters explore the meaning of this November 1918 entry from 

the minute book of the St. Michael Women’s Auxiliary: “It was arranged to hold our 

bazaar on the 14th of Dec seeing we couldn’t hold anything in Nov on account of the flu.” 

The subject  of these chapters, or the next section of this research project, are the 

activities and circumstances of the men and women who inaugurated the 

industrialization of the Nicola Valley and arranged the foundations of the civic society 

that endures to this day. Two of the section’s chapters are “profiles,” of the lead colliery 

atop the Merritt Coalfield before the Great War and of one of its first colliers, and his 

household. They “bookend” a chapter that chronicles the gathering and improving 

impulses of settler households.  

 

 

 
75  Kelm. 
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Section 2.  The recently settled 
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5. “A new colliery . . . near Coutlee” 

. . . the mileage of railway in a country may safely be taken as a criterion 
of its industrial development.   
– “Transport,” Encyclopædia Britannica, 1911 

By provincial government tally, the “Merritt Coalfield” surrendered up 2.4 million 

tonnes of bituminous – or all-purpose – coal between 1906 and 1963, mostly through 

underground mining.76 Valley aboriginals were probably the first people to exploit the 

Merritt Coalfield commercially, their product surface coal and their customers probably 

Fraser Canyon blacksmiths. George Dawson of the Geological Survey of Canada 

examined the coal seams of the Lower Nicola in the 1870s. The Survey published two 

reports by him on the seams, in 1878 and 1894. R. W. Ellis was the next Geological 

Survey scientist to assess the coalfield’s possibilities. The Survey published his report in 

1904, and the provincial minister of mines published extracts in the Annual Report of the 

Minister of Mines for the year ending December 31st 1905 in the province of British 

Columba. Ellis thought the bituminous deposits “important” and “of great value.” But he 

also thought more development work was warranted: “ . . . it may be said that the 

borings recently made in the Nicola-Coldwater basin have been of little practical value. 

From the fact that most of these have failed to reach the underlying rock, they afford no 

clue as to the actual structure or lie of the coal . . . .” He recommended the owners of the 

potential coal properties in the Lower Nicola jointly organize more borings, adding that 

“This will take several years to accomplish . . . .” There would be no waiting, however: 

The CPR had come up the Nicola Valley to the “Forks,” from Spences Bridge, 

connecting coalfield and transcontinental rail line.  

James Dunsmuir must get the indirect credit for construction, by the CPR, of the 

Nicola branch line. He locked out his Vancouver Island colliers in 1905, cutting off the 
 

The secondary sources that influenced my treatment of the primary sources I read for this chapter and 
the next chapter are those listed previously, and Barman, “Growing self confidence, 1900 – 1918,” 
Barman, West beyond the West; Walter Nugent, “Frontiers and empires in the late nineteenth century,” 
Limerick, Milner, Rankin, eds. Trails; Carlos Schwantes, “Evolution of the wageworkers’ frontier,” Carlos 
Schwantes, The Pacific Northwest: An Interpretative History, 1989, 1993, and Allen Seagar, “The 
resource economy, 1871 – 1921,” Johnston, Pacific Province. 

76 British Columbia Ministry of Mines and Energy, “Merritt Coalfield,” 2004. ONLINE. 
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CPR from its primary B.C. coal supply and making a goodly number of pick-and-shovel 

men available for other work, including the construction of the Nicola Valley branch line. 

An engineer and railway speculator, William Hamilton Merritt had by 1905 owned the 

provincial government charter for a rail line up the Nicola River from Spences Bridge for 

more than 10 years. The CPR worked out an arrangement with him, started grading in 

June 1905 and started laying track in January 1906. Spences Bridge and Coutlee, at 

Mile 37, were connected by rail by the summer of 1906 and Spences Bridge and Merritt, 

at Mile 40, by the fall of 1906.77 Scheduled freight and passenger service started in the 

spring of 1907, the first station in Merritt a boxcar. 

Exploitation of the Merritt coalfield was a comparatively modest undertaking, and, 

really, was of shorter duration than the government tally that starts this chapter 

suggests. From the 1930s, the Depression decade, Merritt Coalfield colliers had less 

and less to do. “[T]he mines were practically closed down. Oil had taken over coal. 

There was no demand for coal,” remembers Allan Collett (1911 – 1992), a Nicola Valley 

resident for most of his life. “Wages were low. The whistle used to blow at the mine at 

eight o’clock at night if there would be work the next day. Sometimes there was only 

work two or three days a week.”78 The mine minister’s annual report for 1909 provides a 

representative expression, for the years before the Great War, of the comparatively 

small haul from the coalfield and its comparatively modest contribution to the provincial 

economy: “The coal production of British Columbia in 1909 was chiefly mined by three 

companies – the Wellington Colliery Co. and the Western Fuel Co. on Vancouver Island, 

and the Crow’s Nest Pass Coal Co. in East Kootenay. . . . [T]hese companies [produced] 

about eighty-eight per cent of the total coal mined.” The passenger-list page on which 

the Atlantic crossing of nineteen Anglo-Scot miners in 1907 is recorded is another 

illustration of the relatively small importance of the Merritt coalfield before the Great War. 

Of the nineteen men on the page, eighteen were going to Fernie, in the Crowsnest Pass, 

and one only was going to Spences Bridge. The sole Merritt Coalfield multi-death 

accident provides one window on the companies  active in the coalfield in the years 

before the Great War. The first Merritt Coalfield labour dispute provides another. 

 
77  Barrie Sanford, McCulloch’s Wonder: The Story of the Kettle Valley Railway, 1977, 2002. 
78  Nicola Valley Museum & Archives, “Alan Collett – Interview at Archives Meeting,” nd. 



 

54 

On March 7, 1912 seven Diamond Vale Collieries employees died, after an 

underground explosion. (The seven were among 28 men killed in coal-mining accidents 

that year in the province.) The Diamond Vale accident is one of the few Merritt Coalfield 

memories with any currency today in the Nicola Valley. It is the subject of the fifth valley 

history published by the Nicola Valley Museum and Archives. The Diamond Vale 

accident generated at least three official reports, from the provincial mineralogist, the 

chief inspector of mines, and the coroner. The mine minister’s annual report for 1912 

published the reports of the chief mineralogist and chief inspector; these reports inform 

the next paragraphs.  

Four of the Diamond Vale employees who died survived the explosion, but not 

the carbon monoxide it generated: “ . . . it was . . . evident the [four] men lived long 

enough to run some distances after the explosion.” The other three were killed instantly, 

or near instantly, by the explosion. The dead men’s work had been mostly exploratory:  

The mine had been opened here for the purpose of proving the continuity 
of the seam and to supply the necessary information for an opening of the 
field. The operations had been conducted in a haphazard manner for two 
or three years, sometimes working and sometimes being practically 
closed down, the number of men employed fluctuating with the varying 
ideas of the management. 

One consequence of the “small scale” of the operation was the absence of the 

prerequisites of a search for the entombed, dead or alive, a map of the mine and 

breathing apparatus for the searchers. A Nicola Valley Coal and Coke draughtsman 

eventually produced a plan, under the direction of the supervisor of the Diamond Vale 

mine. Nicola Valley Coal and Coke management sent their breathing apparatuses to the 

Diamond Vale works within an hour of the explosion: “ . . . the Draeger apparatus of . . . 

Nicola Valley Coal and Coke . . . and the Government Draeger apparatus were rushed to 

the mine . . . reaching there about forty to forty-five minutes after the explosion.”  

Nicola Valley Coal and Coke’s most important managers present in the valley 

were the first men to enter the Diamond Vale works after the explosion. These men were 

Charles Graham, superintendent; David Brown, “overman;” and Thomas Archibald, 
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“fireboss.”79 They, equipped with their employer’s breathing apparatus, went down within 

hours of the explosion, and helped bring five bodies out before nightfall. Graham’s 

equivalents from two other companies, equipped with their employers’ breathing 

apparatuses, were among the “many willing hands” who also contributed to the first-day 

removal of bodies. These men were Andrew Bryden, Inland Coal and Coke 

superintendent, and Howell John, Pacific Coast Colliery superintendent. On the day after 

the explosion, Graham and Bryden led the recovery of the two bodies not recovered on 

the first day. In other words, on the day of the explosion and on the day after, the 

superintendents of neighbouring mines personally directed and led the search for 

Diamond Vale survivors and bodies. The second-day recovery was a “difficult task.” The 

bodies recovered were located in two “chutes.” (The first-day bodies were located in the 

approaches to the chutes.) The men who brought the second-day bodies out first 

ascended the chutes to get to the bodies and then descended the chutes to bring the 

bodies out. The chutes’ incline was 40 degrees, and they were “swept with props” and 

their floors were “slippery.”  

Recalling this tragedy and the abilities and courage of the men who removed the 

bodies permits quantification of the  corporate presence atop the Merritt Coalfield. In 

1912, and according to the Annual Report of the Minister of Mines for the year ending 

December 31st 1912:  

• John’s employer, Pacific Coast Colliery, “was engaged in developing its 
property and no output of coal was made.”  

• Diamond Vale produced 3,310 tonnes, by 30 men underground, and over four 
months only, because the works were shut down from March to November. In 
the opinion of the chief inspector of mines, at Diamond Vale “the general 

 
79  Of the three supervisory or management positions mentioned, only “overman” was commonly used in 

the coalfields of British Columbia and England. “OVERMAN. — The person who, beneath the viewer, 
has the charge of the workings of a colliery where there is no under-viewer. He sets the pit to work each 
morning, and attends to all the detail of arranging the work, and getting the coals each man works to the 
shaft bottom. It is also his duty to see that each working place is properly ventilated and in a safe state. 
He also keeps a daily account of the work wrought, and of the whole of the underground expenses and 
wages, and gives into the colliery office a fortnightly account of the same, the bill containing the amount 
earned by each man, or set of men if in partnership, and boy during that time. There is one overman to 
a pit, so that if there are two or three pits at a colliery, there are two or three overmen,” reports A 
Glossary of Terms Used in the Coal Trade of Northumberland and Durham, originally published in 1888 
and re-published on the Durham Mining Museum website. The B.C. superintendent was a “viewer” in 
England’s northeast. The fireboss, or fireman, had no northeast England equivalent, but was the 
company representative responsible for the ventilation of the works. 
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methods employed . . . were not in accord with good mining practice” and 
“supervision” was “deplorable.” (The underground supervisor was among the 
men killed; his supervisor, the superintendent of the mine, assigned him 
responsibilities the dead man was not certified to discharge, under the 
provincial Coal-mines Regulation Act.)  

• Bryden’s employer, Inland Coal and Coke, produced 31,300 tonnes, and by 32 
men underground.  

• Graham’s employer, Nicola Valley Coal and Coke, produced almost 143,000 
tonnes, by almost 240 men underground. That tonnage was a decrease of 
50,000 from 1911 because fire in one of the tunnels in March 1912 prompted 
management to shut down that tunnel for the year.  

By production and number of employees, Nicola Valley Coal and Coke was 

clearly the leading colliery owner and operator atop the Merritt Coalfield before the Great 

War. It was founded by John Hendry (1843 – 1916), “probably the largest lumberman . . 

. and one of the leading railway men in the Canadian West,” in the words of a NVC&C 

prospectus, and “a leading spirit in many of the largest enterprises in this Province,” in 

the words of Premier Richard McBride.80 The company’s general manager, W.H. 

Armstrong, was “prominent among the leading Contractors of Western Canada.” John 

Hendry was J.J. Hill’s man in British Columbia, until a falling out.81 (The collaboration of 

Canadian lumberman and American railwayman ultimately eliminated CPR’s monopoly 

control of railway travel and carriage to and from Vancouver.) By the first decade of the 

twentieth century, John Hendry was president of two Great Northern lines in Canada 

“which will ultimately connect Winnipeg with Vancouver,” in the words of the prospectus. 

They never connected Prairie and Pacific metropolises, but they certainly contributed to 

CPR construction of the equivalent. Later in the decade, Hill and Hendry received a 

provincial charter to build a rail line between Merritt and Vancouver, the route today’s 

Coquihalla Highway through the North Cascades. They never built the line, but the CPR 

did.  

 
80  William McNeill fonds, Richard McBride to Hamar Greenwood, MP, London, October 12 1908, City of 

Vancouver Archives. The letter was a letter of introduction written by the premier on behalf of William 
McNeill, Hendry’s private secretary. “Mr. McNeill is visiting England on business and I would esteem as 
a personal favour any courtesies extended to him.” Hamar Greenwood was Canadian born and was a 
British MP and junior cabinet minster, off and on, in the first three decades of the previous century. 

81  Frank Leonard, "Railroading a Renegade: Great Northern ousts John Hendry in Vancouver," BC 
Studies, 155, Autumn 2007. ONLINE. 
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Diamond Vale was Hendry and Hill’s Nicola Coalfield introduction. 

Correspondence in 1906 between John Hendry and Archibald Guthrie of St. Paul, 

Minnesota, Hill’s lead construction contractor, show that Hendry was actively involved in 

Diamond Vale for at least four years by that year, and Guthrie for at least three years. A 

letter to Guthrie from Diamond Vale’s founder, T.J. Smith of Vancouver, prompted the 

Hendry-Guthrie correspondence. It details Smith’s reasons for originating Hendry’s 

involvement in Diamond Vale, and details his reasons for regretting Hendry’s 

involvement. “In 1902 shortly after the organization of the Diamond Vale Company I 

approached Mr. John Hendry and asked him to become interested with me as I wished 

through him to interest the Great Northern Railway people in order to obtain 

development funds, market and transportation for the product of our mine,” Smith says in 

his letter to Guthrie. By 1903 Hendry and Guthrie were Diamond Vale directors. Smith 

wrote that In January 1904, shortly before the Diamond Vale annual general meeting, 

Hendry attempted to take over Diamond Vale, and not by purchasing a majority of the 

voting stock, but by limiting the number of directors to three, himself, associate Thomas 

Wilson, and Smith:  

This was opposed as he and his clerk (Wilson) owned less than three per 
cent of the shares and I represented all the rest. It was only right that all 
the interested parties should have fair representation on the board. . . . 
Since the time of [the AGM] when he failed to obtain control of the board 
(by electing himself, Wilson and the writer only) as he wished, neither Mr. 
Hendry nor Mr. Wilson have [has] helped to raise one dollar for the 
company. 

What Hendry, assisted by Guthrie, did do was physically seize the Diamond Vale 

“books” while Smith was absent from Vancouver after the AGM. The directors’ meeting 

approving the seizure occurred on a Saturday. “I returned on Sunday, and recovered the 

books and other articles on Monday. A Directors’ Meeting was held on the same day and 

a Shareholders Meeting summoned. A new Board of directors was elected and the two 

men [Hendry and Guthrie] who composed the quorum at the meeting that authorized the 

removal of the books were not re-elected.” 

By 1906, clearly, Hendry and Guthrie were dissident directors. “It is quite evident 

that our friend or someone is trying to bunko Mr. Whitney as they have been trying to 

bunko us, and I would not advise anyone investing very much in the property until the 
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business is put on a better basis,” Hendry wrote Guthrie, of the letter from Smith. “Mr. 

Whitney” was probably E.C. Whitney. Edwin Canfield Whitney was born in Dundas 

County, Ontario, made his money in the U.S. Upper Midwest timber trade, and was a 

resident of Ottawa when T.J. Smith pursued him as a potential Diamond Vale investor. 

His brother, James Pliny Whitney, was the premier of Ontario from 1905 to 1914. Hendry 

thought Smith and others were “representing in their statements to the stockholders 

things that they do not know to be facts or not.” Ellis of the Geological Survey was the 

source of his certainty: “ . . . Mr. Ellis of the Geological Department said the way they 

were boring he did not know anything about, and the work was not being done the way 

he suggested, therefore could not say anything about it.” Hendry also told Guthrie he 

would direct his private secretary, then in Ottawa, to “look into the matter” and that 

Whitney, because of his Ottawa residency, was in a position to make his own inquiries.82  

Hendry’s doubts about the Diamond Vale property were not doubts about the 

Merritt coalfield. The CPR was installing a branch line between Spences Bridge and the 

“Forks;” Great Northern was installing a line between the Boundary country and the 

Lower Mainland, and a connection between their railheads was not improbable. (In the 

event, they were connected, at Brookmere.) Within six months of his exchange of 

correspondence with Guthrie, Hendry incorporated Nicola Valley Coal and Coke and 

purchased Merritt Coalfield rights for $240,000 and stock in Nicola Valley Coal and 

Coke, and his lead railway contractor, W.H. Armstrong, was directing the construction of 

a colliery and colliery settlement in the hills above the “Forks.” “I reached the property on 

the 6th day of December, 1906, and on the following day . . . engaged and started three 

miners digging coal,” reads a report from the inaugural superintendent of the mine, 

published in the Nicola Valley Coal and Coke prospectus. The Annual Report of the 

Minister of Mines for the year ending December 31st 1907 heralded the start of Merritt 

Coalfield exploitation, and the start of Nicola Valley Coal and Coke production, this way: 

“ . . . a new colliery has been opened up at Middlesboro, near Coutlee . . . .” 1908  was 

the first year of full production, 25,600 tonnes; 1909, the year of the first labour dispute; 

and 1910, the year of the first deaths underground. “Value of plant,” according to the 

mine minister’s annual report for 1908, was $115,000. The tunnel count was four and the 
 
82  McNeill fonds. 
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lengths of the three tunnels published in the mine minister’s annual report were 1,400 

feet, for two, and 230 feet, for the third. The number of employees was 78, 53 

underground and 25 above. The number of employees in 1912 was 310, 237 

underground and 73 above. The 1912 tunnel count was at least four. The lengths of the 

two longest 1908 tunnels had been increased to almost 1,500 feet and 1,640 feet. The 

“value of plant” was $170,000.  

The 1909 labour dispute interrupted production for three months. (“MINERS ON 

STRIKE: Middlesboro Whistles Silent Thursday Morning,” April 23 Nicola Herald – 

“STRIKE IS SETTLED,” July 30 Nicola Herald). The journalism the strike generated and 

the reports of a dispute-investigation board are, of course, the record of an interruption.  

But they are also the record of just what was interrupted:  

• The colliery employed about 150 miners and helpers and labourers in the 
spring of 1909. 

• Underground employees worked a 48-hour week, consisting of six eight-hour 
shifts. 

• Above-ground employees worked a 54-hour week, consisting of six nine-hour 
shifts. 

• They did not work on Sunday.  

• The minimum wage underground was $3.30 daily; above ground, $3. The men 
underground could also negotiate, with management, by-the-yard 
remuneration, probably cubic, but the reports do not say.  

• The company was running two shifts underground in the spring of 1909. The 
first shift started at 7 a.m.; the second, at 3 p.m.  

“From an inspection of the buildings around the mines and the facilities afforded for the 

convenience and accommodation of the men – boarding houses, wash houses, &c. it 

appeared that the company had done very well,” one report from the investigation panel 

reported. Those Nicola Valley Coal and Coke employees who resided in Middlesboro 

resided in company-owned housing; were subject to eviction on loss of employment; and 

two of them were, indeed, evicted in the spring of 1909, James Hardman and William 

Reid. 

For the union, the timing of the strike was probably unfortunate; for the company, 

probably fortunate. The United Mine Workers of America District 18 had only just 

organized the Middlesboro colliery employees, and its representatives had only just 
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signed a first contract with the employer, on March 1. But the district leadership’s 

priorities were probably elsewhere in the spring of 1909: District 18 members in the 

Crowsnest Pass collieries were also on strike, against eight employers in two provinces. 

Nicola Valley Coal and Coke management having just lost the fight for a non-unionized 

workplace, almost immediately provoked another fight, whether wilfully or carelessly the 

record permits no conclusion. It had switched mine managers either while the organizing 

drive was under way or as it ended. It dismissed a collier. It lost, for a month, the 

paperwork from the union requesting that the Department of Labour convene a board of 

investigation, a request that was a statement of intent to grieve the collier’s dismissal. It 

dismissed a second collier as the union awaited the return of the paperwork. The Nicola 

Herald headline reporting the end of the strike was wrong: the strike was not settled. The 

company decided to resume production, with or without the men who had been in the 

company employ at the start of the strike.  

The dismissed colliers, James Hardman and William Reid, did, or did not   help 

the United Mine Workers organize the Middlesboro colliery, in the winter of 1908 and the 

spring of 1909. Statements conflict. They did, or did not, deliberately interfere with 

production, Hardman by improperly preparing his assigned coal face for demolition, and 

Reid by filling his wagon with too much “dirty coal.” they did, or did not, before dismissal, 

intermittently challenge the decisions and directives of the recently appointed manager 

of the mine. The majority members of the board of investigation dismissed evidence that, 

accepted by them, might have cleared Hardman of the company charge of deliberately 

interfering with production. The man who adduced the evidence was said not to be 

convincing because he “could not conceal the fact that he had a strong feeling against 

the company.” (The man who was convincing, mine manager James Gray, probably 

could not conceal his strong feelings for the company.) The majority members 

considered Reid’s dismissal as an instructional moment. They thought that, “it was 

unfortunate that [Reid’s ‘dirty coal’] was not at once placed on view so that all the miners 

might see it.” They also thought the article in the employer-union contract that permitted 

the company to punish hewers who sent out “dirty coal” was “intended to apply to cases 

of carelessness, and that where a man loads rock wilfully it is not incumbent on the 

company to invoke that Article as to discharging.”  
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In conclusion, industrial exploitation of the Merritt Coalfield was long anticipated 

and quickly realized when the circumstances were right, when, in other words, CPR 

mainline and coalfield were connected. Colliery exploitation was pursued vigorously by 

the lead company, and its management of its operations was contested as vigorously by 

the colliers’ union. Further, the two crisis interruptions in coalfield exploitation generated 

direct government involvement in their resolution and amelioration. More than 300 men 

employed by one colliery owner in the fifth full year of the colliery’s production 

represented an extraordinary increase in settler activity in the Nicola Valley. Some of 

those activities are the subject of the next chapter, those that demonstrate ordinary men 

and women combining to improve their material circumstances. 
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6. “Its aims . . . are mutual improvement . . . .” 

The term “Fire Protection” is often misunderstood. Fire-extinguishing—in 
other words, fire-brigade work—is what the majority understand by it, and 
many towns consider themselves well protected if they can boast of an 
efficiently manned fire-engine establishment. The fire brigade as such, 
however, has but a minor role in a rational system of protection. Really 
well protected towns owe their condition in the first place to properly 
applied preventive legislation, based on the practical experience and 
research of architects, engineers, fire experts and insurance and 
municipal officials. Fire protection is a combination of fire prevention, fire 
combating and fire research.  
– “Fire and fire extinction,” Encyclopædia Britannica, 1911 

In the opening decades of the industrialization of the Nicola Valley the settler 

locales in the immediate vicinity of the “Forks” were: Collettville, Coutlee, Merritt, 

Middlesborough, Nicola (comprising Lake Nicola or Upper Nicola), and Lower Nicola. In 

1908, the first full year of Nicola Valley Coal and Coke production, Nicola had been a 

post office location for at least 35 years, a jail and courthouse location for, perhaps, 25 

years, and the terminus of a wye extension of the CPR Nicola branch line for one year.83 

“Arrangements are being made for the train to leave Merritt in the morning and leave 

Nicola in the evening,” the June 18, 1909 Nicola Herald reported of that year’s annual 

Dominion Day gathering in Nicola. Three churches were located there, as were the 

Nicola Valley’s leading merchants and the sole bank in the valley. The settlement that 

ultimately replaced Nicola as the lead Nicola Valley settlement, Merritt,  was the creation 

of four ranchers, or their estates, who turned contiguous bits of their preemptions located 

near the confluence of the Nicola and Coldwater rivers into a townsite and potential 

railway destination. William Voght, Jesus Garcia and the two Charter brothers were all 

“there” when Commissioner Sproat passed through the valley in 1878. Voght and Garcia 

lived long enough to see the arrival of the branch line.  

The men and women who inaugurated the industrialization of the Nicola Valley 

could more easily enter and leave the valley, by steam locomotion, than they could get 
 
83  Library and Archives Canada, “Post offices and postmasters,” Philately and Postal History. ONLINE. 

Among the "premier's papers" in the custody of BC Archives is "Martin, G.B. 9 Apr 1885 $277 owing on 
Nicola court house and jail should be paid for by government not public subscription . . . ." ONLINE. 
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around it. The wagon roads the provincial government installed in the 1870s were 

subjected to all the usual interventions of nature, from floodwaters to rock and snow 

slides, but not to regular improvement and maintenance by the provincial government. A 

rockslide so severely injured the inaugural St. Michael’s Anglican minister, “whilst cycling 

toward Coutlee,” that he went to Vancouver to recuperate. There, he died, after another 

accident. “The government road gang is expected to arrive in Merritt shortly . . . . There 

is a lot of road work required here at present, and the road gang has our permission to 

get busy just as soon as possible.”84 An English emigrant who grew up in Collettville 

recalled, in a late-in-life interview, rafting in the streets of Collettville after the rivers 

flooded. Both he and his wife remembered a section of today’s Highway 8 between 

Merritt and Spences Bridge as no more than a narrow track, a steep and high hill on one 

side and the Nicola River on the other.85 She, too, recalled the priest’s bicycling 

accident. 

In 1913, when Constable Alex King of the B.C. Provincial Police Merritt station 

brought the body of a suicide to Merritt, he recorded in the station journal that he had 

travelled sixty miles to do so – “30 miles up the Coldwater” and back – but he did not 

record how he travelled those sixty miles. The newspaper story on the suicide, however, 

does say how King travelled to and from the ranch house where the suicide occurred. 

On one day he “took a rig” and “found the body as described after it had lain there for a 

day and a quarter,” and on the next he “conveyed the deceased to Merritt” for an 

inquest.86 In 1917 Constable Percy Badman, King’s successor in the Merritt station, also 

went up the Coldwater after a sudden death. He reported that he and the coroner took 

the train to the location of the death, a railway-construction camp on the Coquihalla 

River. Constable Badman was using an automobile by that year to get around the 

countryside, but a construction camp on the Coquihalla River was unapproachable by 

automobile in 1917.87  

 

84   Nicola Herald, April 19, 1909. 

85 “ . . . the Ovingtons have seen it all,” Weekend News-Advertiser-Focus, February 25 1980. Nicola Valley 

Museum and Archives. 

86 Merritt station (Constable Alex King), ‘Daily Provincial Police Report,” September 1913. 

87 Merritt Herald and Nicola Valley Advocate, September 17, 1913. 
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The record of the passage of provincial game wardens through the valley is the 

record of men assigned to stay off the roads, wagon and rail. Problems with his horses 

interrupted five of Game Warden Geoffrey Loduictz’s patrols in 1913 and 1914. 

(Problems with his hounds interrupted another. They got into a fight with a porcupine, in 

May 1913, and he “had to return to Nicola to save the dogs.”88) In January 1913 Game 

Warden Loduictz’s horse “caulked badly” between Tulameen and Aspen Grove, in 

Similkameen country, and was “too lame to travel” the following day, thereby  delaying 

his return to Nicola, where he resided. (A caulk is a fitting for the shoe that assists a 

horse with its footing.) Three feet of snow fell as he and his mount travelled to Aspen 

Grove from Tulameen: “can’t leave the road as there is nearly four feet of snow.” In 

March 1913, his horse “fell on a sidehill and strained his leg” on one day and was too 

weak on the next to go out on patrol. (“Been out all winter.”) In October 1913, one of the 

horses in a pack train the warden had assembled took ill on one day and was too ill to 

move on the next. The warden passed two unexpected nights in Tulameen. In April 1914 

his horse cut his leg open with a “sharp shoe” while on patrol and Loduictz, if not the 

horse, “had to walk home.” The warden got another horse the next day. In July 1914, his 

horse “went through a bridge and lamed himself” on one day, and man and beast had to 

stay in Coutlee the next day because the “horse was too lame to walk.” Loduictz did 

make at least one automobile journey in those years: 

1st Went to Ashcroft in Mr. Wards motor with the Nicola Stock Growers 
delegates 

2nd In Ashcroft all day. . . . Attending Stock Growers Asso. meeting. 

3rd went to Savona and Mamette Lake. reached Nicola that night.89 

Frank Ward was the second resident partner in the history of the Douglas Lake 

ranch syndicate, and Deafy’s adversary in Chapter 3. His purchase of a “Ford car” in 

1913 was front-page news in the valley. “Mr. W. Capp of the Nicola Valley Garage made 

the delivery and spent a few days at Douglas Lake giving Mr. Ward instructions as to 
 
88 Nicola station (Geoffrey Loduictz), “Daily Deputy Game Warden Report,” May 1913. 

89 Loduictz, “Daily . . . Report, June, 1914.  
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handling the same.”90 The number of men who could drive a motor vehicle was small for 

many years, and the Great War probably took away most of those who could. The 

volunteer fire department had to turn down an offer from a local merchant in 1916 for the 

use of his company’s delivery vehicle. No member of the department at that time could 

drive a car.91 

The minutes of the volunteer fire department are a record of ordinary men 

assembling to improve, or attempt to improve, the material circumstances of the people 

in the valley in the opening decades of its industrialization. The inaugural fire chief, 

Bernar, or Bernard, Bewley, is representative of the ordinariness of the men involved. At 

his election, he was a thirty-six-year-old farmer, American by birth, in Canada since 

1900, and married to Margaret, 32, English by birth, in Canada since 1903. They had 

one child, Edith. The minutes are a chronicle of men between fire-calls advancing and 

championing prevention-and-suppression measures and technologies developed in the 

previous half-century in the metropolises of the Atlantic World. The first weekly meeting 

of the department occurred on May 31, 1911: “Report was read, of committee appointed 

at public meeting to hold a dance for the purpose of raising funds to organize a Fire 

Brigade. Dance being held on May 29th.” After electing four men officers of the 

department, the members decided that they would leave nominations for chief open for a 

week, that the department should have a bank account, and that two officers would 

control the account. They then appointed each other to various committees, one of 

which, a committee of two, they instructed “to draft a letter to the different Insurance 

Agents in Town asking for donations from the companies they represent.” The second 

weekly meeting elected the inaugural fire chief, Bewley. He received ten of the thirteen 

ballots cast. The members also prepared a list of their equipment requirements for their 

equipment committee to present to the first city council, instructed that committee to 

“secure Fire Alarm,” and created another committee to investigate the water supply and 

report back at the next meeting. The “water supply committee” met the deadline. The 
 
90 Merritt Herald and Nicola Valley Advocate, October 3 1913. The October 21 1913 Merritt Herald lead 

story was a report on a fatal motor vehicle accident in the valley. Neither the story nor the BC Archives 
inquest listings permit the statement that the death of the young woman was the first in the valley 
attributable to a motor vehicle accident. 

91 “Regular meeting held in Fire Hall June 12th 1916,” Merritt Volunteer Fire Department Fonds, Nicola 
Valley Museum and Archives, Merritt.  
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minutes of the third meeting of members record the committee’s report with these words: 

“Thought that the irrigation-ditch system was the most suitable as water could be had at 

any point along Quilchena Avenue. Offered the ‘well system’ as an alternative.” The 

minutes of the fourth meeting record the first fire-prevention recommendation from 

members of the department, the first of many. “Moved [Chief] Bewley, seconded 

Kennedy / That secretary write city council re open fires at rear of buildings and other fire 

traps / Carried.” Members would ask council in subsequent years to hire an inspector to 

enforce the “Chimney and Stove-pipe Bye-law” and to pass a bylaw to limit the amount 

of accelerants a resident of a home or an owner of a business might store and to ensure 

regular inspection of hotel fire escapes.  

Either members did not meet again until May 16, 1912 or the minutes of 

meetings held between that date and the fourth regular meeting are not extant. On the 

latter date, the members elected a new chief, the first to appoint his own lieutenants. 

Phillip McLean, in the census the previous year, was a 30-year-old carpenter, a native of 

Nova Scotia, and a bachelor. At the first meeting after McLean’s election, members 

directed him to ask council for a portable pump and fifty buckets and to recommend to 

council that “all business houses have barrels filled with water on their premises for 

immediate use in case of fire.” At the second meeting after McLean’s election, members 

expressed their regrets at his “departure,” and elected a replacement chief. Daniel 

Shearer, in the census the previous year, was a 26-year-old baker and fireman resident 

in Fernie, a native of Scotland, in Canada since 1907, and a bachelor. He was chief until 

August 1914 when he volunteered for Canadian Expeditionary Force service.  

The minutes of the department’s meetings are also a chronicle of good men 

acting badly, or tactlessly. Members directed their secretary to tell city council they “in no 

way agree to the Bandsmen having the use of the Fire-hall for Band practice.” They 

decided their smokers would be members-only gatherings. They wanted at least their 

chief and two members admitted free of charge “to any show held in City.” They wanted 

city council “to make . . . active members special constables during a fire.” They passed 

this motion at the same 1914 meeting that they enrolled ten men to replace ten who had 

“volunteered for the front” or “left town.” (Simultaneously, in other words, they asked that 

men with no, or little, public safety experience receive the ultimate expression of public 

safety authority, a peace officer.) Members of council declined, and quickly. The minutes 
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of the first meeting after the special-constable motion was passed reports: “They thought 

the matter should be left in the hands of the Police Commissioners, who would see, in 

future, that the firemen should not be interfered with.” 

City council was another instrument of material improvement. The residents of 

Merritt had a local government from 1911 because some of them and Nicola Valley Coal 

and Coke persuaded the provincial government to share some of its authority and create 

or incorporate, in that year, a local, or municipal, government. The City of Merritt owned 

and operated a power plant for many years before turning it over to one of the lumber 

mills to operate. Power-plant and power-delivery management repeatedly confronted 

members council with all kinds of challenges. At just one 1913 meeting of council, 

members heard, first, that if city and CPR were to negotiate a carload price for the 

delivery of coal from the local mines to the powerhouse, the price would be subject to 

regulatory review, and, implicitly, approval or rejection and, second, that if the new 

hospital were to install an X-ray machine it needed more wattage than the municipality 

was delivering. Members of council decided to recommend to the power and light 

committee that it contract for horse-and-wagon delivery of coal to the powerhouse and 

that it directly connect the hospital and the “primary wire.”  Then, they moved on to the 

contentious and the divisive:  

Ald. Menzies . . . brought in a recommendation that the city purchase a 
number of electric meters and that a sliding scale of discounts be adopted 
for the use of the large consumers. . . . The recommendation re the 
purchase of meters carried and it was determined to leave the matter of 
the sliding scale of discounts till the meters had been tested and the 
resulted compared with the present rates. 

“A good deal of discussion” preceded the vote on metering. “Lodges and 

societies” which needed power four or five evenings a month paid the same monthly fee 

as merchants who needed power most days of the month. The city was losing money on 

the power it distributed to some of the larger consumers. “Suburb of Collettville” 

residents wanted a connection. “The very truthful statement was made that that 

ratepayers should be supplied” before residents of other communities were supplied, 
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although expansion outside the city limits “would doubtless be of a remunerative 

nature.”92  

The record of the men and women of the settlements who organized and who 

joined the voluntary associations available to them is a record of the resolution of 

ordinary men and women to make together a civil society. It is further the record, 

poignantly, of the resolution of ordinary men and women to assemble and be in each 

other’s company and, additionally, to transcend the grim imperatives of generating 

livelihoods and managing households with outside-the-workplace and outside-the-

household pursuits. Eight men and women every week prepared and delivered Sunday 

School lessons in the Nicola Valley Methodist MIssion year of 1911/12. Further, the 

rancher who supervised their work as Sunday School superintendent was also a lay 

preacher.93 Before the members of the volunteer fire department in Merritt were 

equipped with coats and helmets, they were equipped with a fire hall, complete with a 

billiards table.94 Two years before the parishioners of St Michael’s Anglican, Merritt, built 

a church in 1913, they had a church hall.  

The physical memorials to Christianity’s presence in the valley in the opening 

decades of its industrialization involved much expenditure of time and treasure by the 

faithful. Methodists had a minister in the valley from 1874, a parsonage in (Upper) Nicola 

from 1883, and a church in Lower Nicola from 1896. They had a church in Merritt from 

1910.  Valley Presbyterians had a minister from 1875, a church in Nicola from 1896, and 

a church in Merritt from 1910. Anglicans had a church from 1900, and a minister from 

1907. More accurately, Anglicans had two churches from 1900, one for the aboriginal 

faithful, All Saints’ Shulus, and the other for the settler faithful, St. Michael’s, and two 

ministers from 1907, one an Indian missioner and the other “quite distinct from the Indian 

Mission.” “The services of the Anglican Church in this valley were conducted in early 
 
92 Merritt Herald and Nicola Valley Advocate, April 4 1913. “Council Cover Much Ground” was the headline. 
93 “Minutes of 4th Quarterly Official Board meeting . . . May 2, 1912,” Nicola Valley Methodist Mission, 

Merritt, B.C., Trinity United Church Fonds, Bob Stewart/United Church of Canada B.C. Conference 
Archives, University of B.C. 

94 Merritt Volunteer Fire Department minutes. Two motions passed at the June 1 1914 meeting of members 
of the department express the sequence of equipage this way: “Moved . . . that secretary write City 
Council Fire Committee to attend special meeting to be held in Fire Hall . . . to discuss ‘Equipment for 
Fire Men while on duty’ and the fitting up of another room. Carried” and “Moved . . . that we purchase 
new cloth, cue trimmer, glue and tips for pool table. Carried.”      
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days by the clergy of the Indian Mission, who ministered to any settlers belonging to the 

Anglican Communion within the radius of their large sphere of work and travel,” reports a 

history of the churches in the valley written in the 1930s.95 Catholic missionary priests, 

too, ministered to the settler faithful for many years, as their Indian work permitted. 

Settler Catholics had their first church from 1911 in Merritt, on land donated by the Jesus 

Garcia family. The Amerindian faithful in the valley, however, had churches on at least 

four reserves before 1911.96  

St. Michael’s parishioners spent almost $5,000 to build their church in 1913, no 

pews, no furniture (about $103,000 in 2012 dollars). They raised $4,000 in promises 

from each other and $2,000 from J.B. Greaves, one of the founders of the Douglas Lake 

syndicate. His money was a loan and was described in a history of the parish as a 

mortgage, although the history did not explain how the loan was secured. Parishioners 

needed a physical space from which to manage and finance all this activity, and they 

had it in the parish hall they built, mostly by their own labour, in 1911.The women’s 

auxiliary year after year organized their fund-raisers from the hall, their whist drives and 

baking days and cake and apron days and concerts helping to retire the loan, or loans, 

within fifteen years. The Nicola Valley Methodist Mission Ladies Aid, too, were effective 

money-raisers. “Supt . . . reported that Ladies Aid ha[s] paid [$117.70] to Board of 

Trustees on a/c of Merritt Parsonage.”97 Members of the volunteer fire department were 

always organizing socials to raise money that city council and the business community 

could not or would not provide.  

The records of the voluntary associations of valley residents in the opening 

decades of the valley’s industrialization are a record of the discovery and negotiation of 

people’s peculiarities and predilections and sensitivities. An example of a sensitivity that 

had to be acknowledged and accommodated was the advance of Merritt on “hub” status, 

and the retreat of Nicola. “[C]oal made Merritt go until after the start of the Second World 
 
95 Untitled, undated typescript history of the Methodist, Anglican and Catholic Churches in the Nicola Valley, 

St. Michael’s Parish (Merritt, B.C.) fonds. 
96 Pat Lean, Sacred Heart Parish, Merritt, British Columbia 1911 – 1986 (1986). 
97 “Minutes of 2nd [Quarterly Official Board meeting] . . . November 10 1911.” 
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War,” the author of a collection of settler reminiscences wrote.98 It also made Nicola go 

away. “Coal started Merritt; otherwise Nicola may . . . have remained as the centre [of 

the valley] today,” Allan Collett once commented.99 The acknowledgement and 

accommodation of the reversal of fortunes certainly figured in the journalism of the day 

and in the deliberations of the small merchant community and the Methodist lay 

leadership in the valley.  

The Quarterly Official Board of the Methodist Nicola Valley Mission made a 

special effort to record the place of residency of stewards and superintendents and 

committee heads, and to apportion stewardships by place of residency. “Moved . . . that 

number of stewards for ensuing year be 7 and be arranged as follows Merritt 3 – Lower 

Nicola 2 – Nicola 2. Carried.”100 The board’s financial records stated revenues by 

collections and subscriptions congregation location, but stated expenditures as 

“ministerial support” and “circuit expenses.” The board met in different locations 

quarterly, in a private residence in Middlesborough in one quarter, for example, and the 

parsonage in Nicola in the next. They maintained two Sunday schools, one in Merritt and 

one in Lower Nicola. And their ministers held two services every Sunday, one in Lower 

Nicola and one in Merritt, the latter in one or another of the town’s halls until Wesley 

Methodist was opened. The Anglican and Presbyterian ministers also continued multi-

church services for many years.  

Even if the valley was big enough for all the church activities, the merchants of 

Merritt equivocated in 1909 about whether the valley was big enough for two boards of 

trade. The inaugural meeting of the eventual Merritt Board of Trade occurred in May.  

Another spoke, and a very important one at that, was fixed in Merritt’s 
wheel of progress Monday evening when a board of trade was duly 
organized 
. . . .  Every citizen should look deeply into the merits of such an institution 
as the board of trade and enroll on the membership list. These 

 
98 Henry Standley Cleasby, The Nicola Valley in Review Volume One (1958), 47. H.S. Cleasby (1869 – 

1959), if not to the valley born, passed his adult years in the Nicola Valley. He was a rancher, and 
stockman’s association organizer, and butcher. His partner in that business was the first mayor of 
Merritt. His father-in-law was one of the inaugural pre-emptors, William Henry Voght. 

99 “. . . Collett . . . Interview . . . ,” Nicola Valley Museum and Archives. 
100 “Minutes of Third Quarterly Official Board meeting . . . Feb 19 1911,” Nicola Valley Methodist Mission.  
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organizations have been the making of many towns with not half the 
natural advantages we possess.101  

The next meeting of note occurred in July. At that meeting members decided the 

name “Merritt Board of Trade” did not accurately reflect “the territory covered.” “After 

considerable discussion, members voted on two names proposed, ‘Nicola Valley Board 

of Trade, with Headquarters at Merritt’ and ‘Merritt and Nicola Valley Board of Trade.’” 

The majority selected the latter. Two meetings later, however, members “decided to 

retain the original name of the board, i.e. the Merritt Board of Trade, a large majority of 

the members present deeming it inadvisable to have a joint board consisting of several 

towns as their interests would be very liable to clash in the near future.” A couple of 

meetings after that, members discussed a cheeky invitation from the Nicola Valley Board 

of Trade to join it, and decided to ask their secretary to “inform that body that Merritt 

already had a board of trade.”102  

A brief notice of the “Nicola Valley Mutual Improvement Association,” and a 

couple of subsequent newspaper stories, are, perhaps, the most memorable 

demonstrations of the presence of the improving and gathering impulses of the men and 

women who inaugurated the industrialization of the Nicola Valley. In March 1912, the 

provincial chief inspector of mines met association members while he was in the valley 

to investigate the Diamond Vale deaths. He reported:  

The members of this organization were employees of the Nicola Valley 
Coal and Coke Company, Middlesboro, and held weekly meetings in the 
club-room owned by the employees at Middlesboro. Its aims and objects 
are mutual improvement of its members through the reading and 
discussion of papers on mining subjects. A very pleasant evening was 
spent . . . reading and [discussing] a paper entitled “Mine accidents and 
how to prevent them;” much interest was evinced in the paper, the 
discussion of which brought out much that was helpful to students of this 
subject. I was informed that the interest was well sustained during the 
winter, the average attendance being thirty . . . . 

 
101 Nicola Herald 
102 Nicola Herald, May 7 1909; July 16; July 30, and August 27. The provincial government formally 

recognized Merritt’s ascendancy in 1918. Under the headline “Government offices moved to Merritt,” the 
October 25 1918 Merritt Herald and Nicola Valley Advocate  reported the government agent in the 
valley “has received instructions from Victoria to move the government offices from the Nicola court 
house to the Merritt court house.” The local MLA expressed hope the older courthouse might be turned 
into a sanatorium. 
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A similar association has been formed at Nanaimo and is meeting with 
much success.103 

In November the inaugural inspector of mines for the provincial government’s 

Nicola and Princeton mining district issued certificates of competency to fourteen Nicola 

Valley Coal and Coke employees “earned at that company’s [mine-rescue] station.” In 

November 1913, city and province opened a night school for miners. The city contributed 

the city clerk’s time, as registrar, and a classroom, and the province paid for the 

instructor. At least thirty men enrolled and submitted themselves to instruction. The 

Merritt Herald and Nicola Advocate editor displayed the story on the start of the class 

beside a story on the annual examination of candidates for Coal-mines Regulation Act 

certificates of competency: “The examinations at the city hall this week should bring 

home to all miners the necessity of qualifying for the higher branches of work in the 

mines which means higher pay to the competent.”104  

The purpose of this chapter has been to demonstrate that the men and women 

who inaugurated the industrialization of the Nicola Valley treated their proximities as 

opportunities to improve their material circumstances. What they did together, they could 

not have done apart, or done as quickly or as easily. They organize a public-safety 

agency; they lit up the night; they powered an X-ray machine. They built churches and 

club rooms. They learned, about improved coal-mining techniques and farming 

practices, and about each other. The next chapter makes its subjects the households of 

one of the members of the inaugural Middlesborough mine-rescue team and his 

household. The history of that family will exemplify the connection of this part of interior 

British Columbia to the greater Atlantic world: the settlement processes – demographic, 

economic, and cultural – outlined by William McNeill and others. 

 
103 Annual Report of the Minister of Mines for the Year Ending 31st December 1912, 208. ONLINE. 
104 October 31 1914. 
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7. “. . . a real steady church-goer . . . ” 

. . the Coal Measures have long been a source of enormous wealth. The 
mines are among the most extensive and productive in the kingdom.  
  “Durham,” Encyclopædia Britannica, 1911 

Image 2. Ordinary men, extraordinary inclinations and abilities 

 
The year is 1912 and the place Middlesborough. Among the members of the colliery’s 
inaugural mine-rescue squad who posed in front of the Nicola Valley Coal and Coke 
office was Matthew Dover Ovington, top row, left. Gail and Larry Ovington, “Ovington 
Ancestry,”with permission. 

Image 2 is a detail from a copy of a copy of a newspaper photograph of members 

of the inaugural Middlesborough mine-rescue team. The  widow of a grandson of one of 
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the men in the photograph shared her copy of the photograph with me. The man under 

the cloth cap in the second row, far left, was her late husband’s paternal grandfather. His 

name is Matthew Dover Ovington, and in the year the photograph was made, 1912, he 

was a five-year resident of the Nicola Valley, and in the year of the fifth census of 

Canada, 1911, he was “head” of the third “Collettville Village” household visited by the 

enumerator.105 Matthew Dover Ovington (1870 - 1945) and his wife, Ellen (Liddle) 

Ovington (1874 – 1959), were natives of County Durham, northeast England. Matthew 

emigrated in the fall of 1907. Ellen made her Atlantic crossing in the spring of 1908, sons 

John and Matthew her travelling companions.106 Matthew and Ellen had four more 

children in Canada. Matthew and Ellen also died in Canada.  At his death in Merritt, in 

his seventy-sixth year, Matthew had resided in British Columbia’s Nicola Valley for 

almost forty years. He had been a collier for fifty-three years when he hewed his last 

coal, in 1936, his death certificate reports. (The B.C. government sought residency-

duration, occupancy, and occupancy-duration information on its death certificates in the 

middle decades of the previous century.) At her death in Hope, after end-of-her-days 

residency in Princeton, in her eighty-fifth year, Ellen had resided in B.C. for more than 

fifty years.107 They are B.C. progenitors: Their four sons fathered twenty-nine children, a 

number reported with apologies to daughter Margaret (née Ovington) Partridge. Her 

peopling-the-West contribution has eluded me.  

 
105 The domination by Ellen and Matthew Dover Ovington of all that follows is grounded in personal 

experience: My wife, Marise, and I have met, and I have interviewed, one of their granddaughters, Mary 
Riley, and the widow of one of their grandsons, Gail Ovington. Mary Riley was one of seven children 
born to Matthew and Mary (Bresnik) Ovington. Matthew was Ellen and Matthew Dover Ovington’s 
second son, and, with older brother John, her fellow passenger on the Empress of Britain in 1908. Mrs. 
Riley was born in 1927; grew up in Collettville, and died, in September 2012, as I was completing this 
research project. Gail Ovington’s late husband, Larry, was Mary Riley’s brother and Matthew and Mary 
Bresnik) Ovington’s last born. He, too, died in 2012, in the spring. Ellen and Matthew Dover Ovington 
resided for many years in a house located three properties south of the property on which our house is 
located, in Mary Riley’s memory. “Their” house and our house share the same outside dimensions 
under the same steeply pitched roofs. Mary Riley does not remember her childhood home. My wife and 
I own the property on which it was located; it is an empty lot adjacent to the property on which our 
house is located. Matthew Ovington is on title as owner from 1923 to 1931. In the latter year he forfeited 
ownership for non-payment of taxes. 

106 Library and Archives Canada, "Passenger Lists, 1865 - 1922," Ship: Lake Erie; Shipping line: Canadian 
Pacific Railway Co.: Departure port and date: Liverpool, September 25, 1907; Port and date of arrival: 
Montreal, October 6 1907, page 10. ONLINE. Ship: Empress of Britain; Shipping line: Canadian Pacific 
Railway Co.: Departure port and date: Liverpool, May 1 1908; Port and date of arrival: Montreal, May 8 
1908, page 7. ONLINE. Matthew’s final Canadian destination was Spences Bridge; Ellen’s, Coutlee, 
one of the pre-industrialization settlements of the Nicola Valley that industrialization destroyed. 

107 Province of British Columbia, “Death Certificate,” Matthew Dover Ovington, Registration number 1945-
09-660594; “Death Certificate,” Ellen Ovington, 1959-09-006843.  
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Ellen (Liddle) Ovington and Matthew Dover Ovington passed all their years, 

Canadian and English, in relatively small and remote settlements that were only recently 

created or enlarged by railway extensions and colliery exploitation of the coal under the 

settlements. Further, they passed all their years in settlements surrounded by 

countryside in which livestock herding was the lead agricultural activity. The 1901 

England and Wales census locates Ellen and Matthew, wife and husband, and father 

and mother, in the colliery village of Esh Winning, in County Durham’s Deerness 

Valley.108 (They married in 1894.) In 1891, Ellen resided in the city of Durham, five miles 

distant from Esh Winning, as Ellen Liddle, servant. In 1881, she resided in Esh Winning, 

as Ellen Liddell, daughter of Mary Ann Liddle, coal miner. In 1871, Mary Ann and 

husband John Liddle, coal miner, resided in another colliery village, Waterhouses, 

perhaps two miles distant from Esh Winning. Matthew resided in Billy Row, in Crook 

chapelry, in the 1891, 1881 and 1871 census, a coal miner by 1891 and the son of a 

coal miner in 1881 and 1871. Billy Row wasn’t far away from Waterhouses and Esh 

Winning, south and west over Waterhouses Wood (and Standalone and Weather Hill 

and Birks woods). Remarkably, the colliery villages of the Deerness Valley have been 

the subject of scholarly inquiry. The inquiry occurred in the 1960s; was led by a British 

sociologist, Robert Moore, then of the University of Aberdeen; was facilitated by both 

ethnographic and archival means; and resulted in a 1974 publication, Pit-men, 

Preachers & Politics: The effects of Methodism in a Durham mining community. Pit-men, 

Preachers & Politics is equally a description of life in the industrialized villages of the 

Deerness Valley and an exploration of previous scholarly treatment of Methodism, 

primus  inter pares E.P. Thompson. The purpose of the inquiry was to investigate 

generally “religion and its effects on local politics and social grouping,” Moore wrote. 

“The main thesis of this work is that the effect of Methodism on a working-class 

community was to inhibit the development of class consciousness and reduce class 

conflict.”  

 
108 There, perhaps a mile distance from the medieval settlement of Esh, coal was “won.” Among the many 

meanings of the verb win in the Oxford English Dictionary are “to get, gather (crops or other produce 
[or] to gather in, harvest” and “to get or extract (coal, stone, or other mineral) from a mine, pit, or quarry 
. . . to sink a shaft or make an excavation so as to reach (a seam of coal or vein of ore) and prepare it 
for working, as by drainage, etc.” The OED citations for the latter usage number fifteen, start in 1447 
and end in 1886. “A seam is said to be won when a pit is sunk, or a mine driven to it, . . . .” ONLINE. 
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William Cobbett toured England’s northeast in 1830, and described a County 

Durham countryside in which herding was the primary rural-economy pursuit  and 

farmsteads were far and few between. “[The North Riding of York and Durham] counties 

. . . are not agricultural counties; they are not counties for the producing of bread, but 

they are counties made for the express purpose of producing meat; in which respect 

they excel the southern counties . . . ” he wrote. The “horned cattle are the prettiest 

creatures that my eyes ever behold” and the sheep “are very handsome.” What crops 

were cultivated were cultivated for local, and immediate, consumption, by man and 

beast. The fields of turnips and Swedes he saw everywhere were winter feed for cattle 

after they “come off the grass lands in October and November.” By Ellen and Matthew 

Dover’s birth decade, the 1870s, the first believable records of agricultural activity in 

County Durham were available: sixty per cent of the county’s acreage was arable or 

pasture.109 And the Durham shorthorn, Cobbett’s “prettiest creatures,” was “the best-

known breed of cattle in all parts of the world.”110 By the decade of Ellen and Matthew’s 

emigration, the 1900s, the countryside was still primarily a herding countryside, but the 

number of people who made their livelihood off it had dropped dramatically in the 

previous half-century. In 1851, the number of male agricultural labourers in the county 

was 10,004; in 1901, 5,049. The men had priced themselves too dearly for too many 

farmers; mechanized alternatives to human labour were increasingly available; more of 

the countryside was grazing countryside than previously, and prices for the countryside’s 

product had been falling, selectively and intermittently, for many years.111  

Industrialized exploitation of the coal underneath Crook and Billy Row started in 

the 1840s and underneath Esh in the 1860s.112 (Exploitation of the coal underneath had 

long gone on, but only in a small way: in Crook and Billy Row, “about the year 1800,” 

one colliery employed six men and a second, another six.113)  A Stockton and Darlington 
 
109 William Page, ed., The Victoria History of the County of Durham,  Volume Two, 1907, 364. ONLIINE.  

“The earliest reliable agricultural returns were taken in 1867 . . . .” 
110 Page, Victoria History of the County of Durham, 366. 
111 Page, 367. 
112 Durham Mining Museum, “Companies.” ONLINE. 
113 Lloyd, History of the Crook and Neighbourhood Co-operative Corn Mill, Flour & Provision Society . . . 

1865 - 1915, 19. ONLINE. 
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Railway extension reached Crook in 1843.114 A successor’s extension reached the 

Deerness Valley in 1858. These colliery settlements were “frontier” settlements, at least 

in their inaugural decades, sociologist Moore thought.115 They were “frontier” settlements 

because men and women of diverse social and cultural origins peopled them, and 

suddenly.116 Their residents, at least in the early years of settlement, were “migrants and 

lodgers brought together in the search for work.” They came from near and far. The Irish 

were the first not-to-the-county-born to arrive. Their men constructed the railway 

extensions and sank the shafts that provided access to the coal seams. “When the 

shafts were sunk the Irish were employed in labouring and on the coke-ovens in the 

valley, according to some aged informants. Only slowly were the Irish able to gain . . . 

jobs at the face.” The English-born who came were more likely than not Durham-born. 

Scots and Welshmen came too. Men outnumbered women, at least in the early years of 

industrialization. “The scarcity [of women] was accounted for by the fact that the demand 

for houses could not be met, and miners had to take lodgings,” a history of a County 

Durham co-operative society commented of the Crook and Billy Row sex-discrepancy in 

the 1851 England and Wales census.117  

The settlements were, incidentally, intemperate and disorderly, violent even, and 

throughout all of Ellen and Matthew’s English years. Railway extension and colliery-

operation expansion introduced “a considerable population, not of the most orderly 

description, and the want of a ‘lock-up’ at the place was much felt.” That was 1851, in 

Crook; the lock-up was built in 1853. A mob either occupied it or besieged it in 1874, 

after smashing windows of nearby shops and hotels and public houses and engaging in 

the proverbial “running battles” with police.118 A subsequent meeting of residents 

condemned whatever transpired as a police riot. One man,  in the 1960s, recalled of the 
 
114 Lloyd, 24. 
115 Robert Moore, Pit-men, Preachers & Politics: The Effects of Methodism in a Durham mining community, 

1974. 
116 The 1841 England and Wales census counted 538 people in Crook and Billy Row; the 1851 census, 

almost 4,000, and the 1861 census, more than 5,100. The 1801 count was 193; the 1901, almost 
11,500. The 1861 England and Wales census counted 942 people in Esh chapelry; the 1871 census, 
almost 2,300, and the 1881 census, 6,300. The 1801 count was 276; the 1901 count that establishes 
Ellen and Matthew as a household, more than 7,800. University of Portsmouth and others, A Vision of 
Britain Through Time. ONLINE. 

117 Lloyd, 19. 
118 Lloyd, 37. 
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violence in the Deerness Valley colliery villages, “They used to fight with stones in the 

corner of a handkerchief – swing them. There was gambling and heavy drinking, 

especially when the pubs were open from 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.” “Roughs used to come in” 

by train to gamble. 

“Respectable” men and women also resided in the settlements. They were 

Nonconforming settlements, created or transformed by extensions of a railway founded 

and started by Quakers, the Pease family, and sustained by collieries owned mostly by 

Quakers and Methodists and worked mostly by Methodists. Robert Moore recorded that 

40 per cent of the Deerness Valley households professing a denominational attachment 

at the end of the Great War professed a Methodist attachment; 10 per cent, Catholic, 

and 10 per cent, Church of England. The recorded Wesleyan Methodist presence in Esh 

and Crook and Billy Row starts a few years short of the last quarter of the eighteenth 

century. The first Primitive Methodist preacher visited Crook and Billy Row in 1822. 

Matthew Dover Ovington told the 1911 Canadian enumerator that his household 

was a Methodist household. Granddaughter Mary Riley reported that:  “My grandmother 

was a real steady church-goer, but my grandfather wasn’t, that I could ever remember.” 

Methodist ministers solemnized the 1921 marriage of Mary Riley’s parents, Matthew 

Ovington and Mary Bresnik, and the 1913 marriage of Matthew’s older brother, John, 

and Hannah Hogg. (John made an endogamous marriage. Hannah Hogg was also a 

Collettville resident; was also a native of County Durham, and was also a child of a 

collier. Matthew married “out.” Mary Bresnik was a resident of the Nicola Valley, but the 

daughter of Catholics from the old Austro-Hungarian Empire.)  

The continuities of Ellen and Matthew’s residency, over two continents and 

almost nine decades, is a revelation of biography with consequences for my appreciation 

of the activities and circumstances of the men, women, and children that are object and 

subject of this project. Ellen and Matthew also passed all their years in settlements 

whose creation or enlargement was either preceded by or accompanied by the 

destruction of obligations and entitlements that had long secured people to the 

surrounding countryside. Their ancestors either experienced or witnessed the territorial 

dispossession that we today call the English Agriculture Revolution. Further, Ellen and 

Matthew also passed all their years in settlements and countryside in which newly 
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arranged obligations and entitlements were imposed, and resisted. Their ancestors also 

experienced the English Industrial Revolution, the world’s first industrial revolution.  

Three scholars I read while preparing this research project, William McNeill and 

R. Cole Harris, previously mentioned, and James Hunter, not previously mentioned, 

certainly permit – better, perhaps, demand – demonstration of the iterative qualities of 

the activities and circumstances of the people present for the inauguration of the Nicola 

Valley’s industrialization. Hunter’s Glencoe and the Indians and the ninth chapter of 

Harris’s  Native Space are invitations to treat the destruction of aboriginal culture in the 

New World was an iteration of an Old World model. Glencoe is a chronicle of the 

contribution of Scottish and Highland men, and their New World children by aboriginal 

and mixed-blood women, to the North American westering epic. Hunter is forthright 

about the contribution of those Highlanders who had endured the notorious clearances 

to the dissolution of North American aboriginal society. “ . . . from Nova Scotia to the 

Great Plains . . . Highland refugees from eviction, clearance and other forms of 

oppression were to better themselves at the expense of the Indian peoples they casually 

displaced.” The clearances, and the transformation as recorded by E.P. Thompson of 

the commons of Windsor forest into a royal preserve, figure in Harris’s construction of 

the course of British Columbia settlement. He projects an important distinction between 

Old World and New World dispossession experiences. 

The arguments over land in Britain were, essentially class arguments 
within societies that recognized themselves as such: Their outcomes 
revealed only too vividly the realty of class relations. The argument, such 
as it was, between settler society and Native peoples over land in British 
Columbia was not a class argument, but rather one between different 
societies and cultures that, out of altogether different historical 
experiences, had only recently encountered each other.119  

By the decade of Matthew Dover Ovington and Ellen Liddle’s birth, the 1870s, 

the enclosure of the County Durham commons, and the destruction of the life ways 

sustained by customary occupancy and use of common land, was long done. Enclosure 

was mostly an eighteenth century undertaking. About twenty per cent of the county’s 
 
119 James Hunter, Glencoe and the Indians, 1996, 110. Harris, 268. 
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acreage was enclosed by 1,500 Parliamentary acts between 1756 and 1809.120 

(Enclosure by private agreement had gone on since the 1650s at least.) Better returns – 

rents – were one motive for the land-owning perpetuators of enclosure. Urban expansion 

was another. Certainty of mineral title was a third. “The need to preserve or confirm 

mineral rights was . . . a major cause of agreement enclosures in County Durham . . . . In 

general lords of the manor had to make a judgment whether to take their full allocation of 

land, normally one-seventh, and lose any rights to minerals which might be found 

subsequently, or to take a smaller amount, usually one-sixteenth, and retain their rights 

to anything which might be exploited in the future.”121 Memorably evocative of the 

proximity and simultaneity of the industrial and the agricultural in County Durham during 

Ellen and Matthew’s English years is a competition category in the 1887 Royal 

Agricultural Show held at Newcastle. The category was “best farm in Durham or 

Northumberland occupied or carried on in conjunction with a colliery.” (The Earl of 

Durham won the £50 prize.) “As large areas are now farmed by colliery proprietors, 

mainly to avoid meeting claims for surface damage by tenant farmers, this kind of 

farming has become very important,” The Victoria History of the County of Durham 

commented.122 

In County Durham, the acceleration and enlargement, or the industrialization, of 

natural-resource extraction and carriage, was pioneered. The Victoria History of the 

County of Durham assessment is this: England was one country before Edward Pease, 

his son, Joseph, and Robert Stephenson adapted, in the 1820s, the Age of Steam boiler 

for locomotion on the Stockton and Darlington Railway, and another country after. 

. . . from that time onwards the construction of railways spread from the 
county of Durham over the whole kingdom, favouring the development of 
the coal trade, not only by the increased consumption of [the] fuel, but 
also by affording a means of cheap and easy transport for quantities of a 
mineral which would have been practically impossible without their 

 
120 Page, 357, 359, 364. 
121 John Chapman, Roger Kain, Richard Oliver, The Enclosure Maps of England and Wales, 1595 – 1918, 

“Excerpt,” 2004, 7. ONLINE. 
122 Page, 362.  



 

81 

assistance. The locomotive engine and the railway may fairly be said to 
be the direct products of the north-country coal-trade . . . .123 

Ellen and Matthew’s four grandfathers were “there.” They were boys when Pease 

father and son and Stephenson tested steam locomotion as an alternative to horse 

power for the carriage of coal from inland colleries to tidewater. The Stockton and 

Darlington Railway was one of the first steam-traction operations to connect coalfield 

and tidewater, at Stockton, at the head of the Tees estuary, not the first, but one of the 

first. It was the first, however, the first in the history of the world, to carry goods and 

people, the latter within weeks of the first run, in 1825, of a Stockton and Darlington 

goods train and after much pleading by would-be passengers. Edward and Joseph, 

within five years of the inaugural run of “Locomotive No. 1,” pushed the rail line down the 

Tees estuary to an ancient hamlet, Middlesbrough. At that Nicola Valley colliery 

settlement’s namesake, a partnership Edward and Joseph had organized had purchased 

all the land there was to purchase and created a coal port that “was the first town in 

England to owe its existence to a railway.”124 There, the water was deeper; bigger 

vessels could be docked and loaded and unloaded, and their owners and masters 

spared the expenditure of time and treasure sailing, eventually steaming, up and down 

the Tees estuary.125 As men, Ellen and Matthew’s four grandfathers were also “heads” of 

“north-country coal-trade” households. In the 1851 England and Wales census Ellen’s 

paternal grandfather, William Barker, was a 38-year-old collier and head of a household 

located in Crook and Billy Row township. Her maternal grandfather, Joseph Peart, was a 

39-year-old collier and head of a household located in Ryhope parish, County Durham. 

Matthew’s maternal grandfather, Matthew Dover, was a 36-year-old collier. His paternal 

grandfather, John Ovington, was a 41-year-old railway labourer.  

If not them, and their households specifically, then “north-country coal-trade” men 

and households generally experienced all the adventures, and impositions, of the world’s 

first industrial revolution, not the least of which was the inculcation of time discipline. As 

E.P. Thompson famously observed, in the English Industrial Revolution time was no 
 
123 Page,  329. 
124 “Middlesbrough,” Encyclopedia Britannica Online. 
125 George Turnbull, An account of the drops used for the shipment of coals at Middlesbro’-on-Tees . . . , 

1846. ONLINE. 
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longer passed. It was spent. Its value could be quantified, and more importantly 

qualified, as employer time and something left over, the employee’s time.126 The 

transition was resisted and grieved in the coalfields of England’s northeast in the 

inaugural decades of industrial exploitation and carriage there. Here is an extract from 

an “address” from the colliers of the United Association of Durham and Northumberland. 

The year is 1825, and control of working hours is the subject: The “masters” had it, and 

the colliers did not.  

The working 8 days per fortnight, and at stinted labour, is another great 
evil . . . a man has not the opportunity of making his labour sufficiently 
productive to meet the wants of his family, and consequently has to live in 
a half starved condition. . . . . we, on the other hand, are fined 2s. 6d. if 
we should, however lawful the cause absent ourselves a single day from 
our labour, unless we produce a certificate from the surgeon certifying we 
are ill. Now how shameful this is: the pitman may have private business to 
attend to, as well as any other man, his family may be at a distance, 
some of them may be ill, a brother may wish to see him, and many other 
things of a similar kind; but as if the loss of his day’s work was not 
sufficient for him to suffer, 2s. 6d. more must be added.127 

“Indian time,” of course, is the notorious New World equivalent of all this. 

As important for my opinion that the industrialization of the Nicola Valley was 

inaugurated by the formerly immiserated and witnessed by the then recently  

immiserated was the objectification of the “north-coal trade” wage-labourer and his 

household. Their “progress,” or their acquiescence in the new economic and social 

regimes imposed on them, was monitored and reported just as an aboriginal 

household’s progress was monitored. In England E.P. Thompson’s “older, half-pagan 

popular culture, with its fairs, its sports, its drink, and its picaresque hedonism” was the 

point of departure for the progress that was monitored.128  In the coalfields of the 

northeast the “savagery” of the men “in the primitive ages of the coal trade” was a point 

of departure. The savages opinion is that of a sympathetic chronicler of the colliers of the 
 
126 E.P. Thompson, “Time, Work-Discipline, and Industrial Capitalism,” Past and Present, No. 38, 

(December, 167). 
127 “A voice from the coal mines; or, a plain statement of the various grievances of the pitmen of the Tyne 

and Wear . . . ,” 1825. ONLINE. 
128 E.P. Thomson, The Making of the English Working Class, 1963, 1980, 924.  
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northeast, who advanced it to demonstrate that their activities were no worse than other 

men’s at that time. Writing in the decade in which Ellen Riddle and Matthew Ovington 

were born, the 1870s, Richard Fynes thought:  

. . . if many of them exhibited a love for cock-fighting and other kindred 
sports then in vogue, they were not singular in their tastes . . . . Now and 
then, goaded by a sense of wrong, they would band themselves together 
for mischief and inflict grievous damage to life and property . . . . they 
were, as a whole, as intelligent and harmless as any community of men, 
whose minds were as dark as their work could be.129 

They drank away their “binding money,” signing bonuses received for renewing their 

yearly contracts. They beat their apprentices, they acknowledged in their 1825 

“address,” above. (They were fined by their employers “for offending a boy,” a standard 

clause in the annual bindings between collieries and colliers.) By the 1870s, however, a 

“miraculous change” had occurred, with trade unionism, Methodism and the temperance 

movement leading the colliers, and their families, in “working out the social, intellectual 

and moral amelioration of the miners.” 

Most of the pitmen now-a-days think, either more or less, for themselves; 
half a century ago it was otherwise. But the Primitive Methodists induced 
many of them to reflect, and the result of that reflection was speedily 
manifest in the outward garb of the man. He took to going to Chapel, and, 
finding it necessary to appear decently there, he got new clothes and 
became what is termed ‘respectable.’ In the abstract, perhaps, this was 
no great improvement. But there was also a great change wrought in the 
man himself, for in place of spending his time and his money idly in the 
public-house, he was brought by the influence of the  ‘Ranters’ [the 

 
129 Richard Fynes, The Miners of Northumberland and Durham: A History of their Social and Political 

Progress, 1873. ONLINE.  
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Primitive Methodists] and the ‘Teetotalers’ to acquire some little self-pride, 
which gave a desire for learning, which had to be gratified.130 

Short of interviewing Ellen and Matthew Dover Ovington, an impossibility, I do 

not know why they left the Deerness Valley and, further, why they came to the Nicola 

Valley. (Their grand-daughter, Mary Riley, thinks Matthew was recruited, a common 

enough vehicle for English emigration before the Great War.) The standard of living of 

England’s wage-earning households had been in decline since the eighth decade of the 

nineteenth century, Ellen and Matthew’s birth decade. From 1896 to 1913 retail prices 

rose by nearly one-third, while from 1899 to 1913 the real value of wages fell by about 

13 per cent.”131 Additionally, the easier seams in the county had been worked out, and, 

worse, worked out as easily worked seams were being opened up elsewhere in the 

kingdom.132 Cutting the principal cost of exploitation – namely, wages - was an owner 

and manager imperative when Ellen and Matthew left County Durham. Further, the 

Deerness Valley colliery settlements may have been, for some residents, horribly 

stultifying communities in which to reside. At Ellen and Matthew’s departure men who 

had arrived in the valley at its industrialization or were the sons of men who arrived at its 

industrialization, and had been active in chapel and co-op and union for thirty to forty 

years, dominated.  His comment a comment on the Methodist patriarchs of the Deerness 
 
130 Fynes, The Miners of Northumberland and Durham, 282 – 283. History, Topography, and Directory of 

the County Palatine of Durham, 1856, 97 - 99, thought the colliers members of "a distinct race of 
beings" and their wives "indefatigable" because their homes, their men, and their children were 
inevitably clean. ONLINE. The pioneers of co-operative retailing in Matthew Dover Ovington's Crook 
and Billy Row were inevitable monitors, and champions, of progress. In the 1860s the (eventually) long-
time chief executive officer of the co-op, at a general meeting of members, “spoke of co-operation as a 
lever that would raise the working class from poverty to independence. So far we had only learned the A 
B C of the system; but with sobriety, industry, and integrity, we should be soon able to enter upon 
Productive Co-operation.” In 1886, the occasion the opening of a replacement for the original Crook 
store, the chair of the festivities, a resident of Crook since the 1850s,  said: “The earnings of the 
working-men were scant enough, and anything which would induce them to make a good use of their 
money, instead of spending it in public houses amid the fumes of beer and tobacco, would be profitable 
to themselves, and to their wives and families.. . . Co-operation was an educator of the people, to teach 
them their social and political position:” Lloyd, 119, 140. The author of the “social and economic history” 
chapter of the The Victoria History of the County of Durham thought much had been accomplished in 
the nineteenth century, but much more could be done. “The old days of bull-baiting, pugilism, and hard 
drinking seem to have passed away in Durham, but there is still much to be deprecated in the social 
and moral life of the county. Intoxication is a painfully common vice among the colliers, especially at 
week-ends; while the language and behaviour of the crowds at football or bowling matches too often 
recall the habits of the medieval ancestors. However, real progress in education and refinement is being 
made.” Page, 252. 

131 Moore, 29. 
132 Moore, 89. 
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Valley, Prof. Moore put the haplessness of younger men with social-leadership abilities 

or aspirations this way:  “. . . long deprivation of authority and lack of experience virtually 

disqualified the next generation of leadership. Furthermore, the rank and file also were 

not accustomed to the idea that they might hold responsible positions in the society.”133 

What I do know about Ellen and Matthew’s emigration and immigration is that, in their 

lifetime, they and theirs were natally inspired. A “vital event” that occurred outside the 

Nicola Valley and after the inauguration of its industrialization is my surety for that. In 

Scotland in 1944 a young Canadian from the Nicola Valley died. His name, too, was 

Matthew Dover Ovington, and he was a twenty-two-year-old private soldier in the 

Canadian Forestry Corps. He was Hannah (Hogg) and John Ovington’s son, and Ellen 

(Liddle) and Matthew Dover Ovington’s grandson. He is buried in County Durham’s 

Deerness Valley, a few miles distant from Esh Winning. 

 
133 Moore, 132. 
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Conclusion 

In the hands of Macaulay the essay ceases to be a confession or an 
autobiography; it is impersonal, it is literary, historical or controversial, 
vigorous, trenchant and full of party prejudice. The periodical publication 
of Macaulay’s Essays in the Edinburgh Review went on until 1844; when 
we cast our eyes over this mass of brilliant writing we observe with 
surprise that it is almost wholly contentious.  
- “Essayist, Essay,” Encyclopædia Britannica, 1911 

The purpose of this research project was to tell a little known story and to pay 

homage to the scholarship that influenced my telling, the teaching and learning program 

that permitted me to undertake the project and those historians who increased, in 

breadth and depth, the westering stories that might be told and should be told. The 

records of the people of the Nicola Valley present for the inauguration of its 

industrialization permit the writing of a narrative that, firstly, demonstrates industrial 

exploitation of the Merritt Coalfield was realized quickly; that, secondly, an approximation 

of an Atlantic world civic and civil society was realized quickly, and, thirdly, that the  

economic and social advances of the newly settled were accompanied by economic and 

social retreats of the anciently settled. Industrialization put a railway through aboriginal 

hayfields. It eliminated an economic activity that had engaged the valley’s aboriginal 

men historically, freighting. It accelerated the circulation of debilitating pathologies, of 

strong drink and disease. More importantly, it intensified statutory interventions in the 

affairs of aboriginal residents of the valley. Further, the records demonstrate the validity 

of William McNeill’s thesis, that settlement in the Americas was inevitably a making and 

unmaking activity, inevitable because it was ever thus, or thus over 5,000 years and 

other continents. Not an original argument, it is nonetheless an argument with 

consequences for my treatment of the people whose experiences and circumstances are 

the subject of this research project. In one community were the sons and daughters and 

grandsons and granddaughters of men and women whose immiseration in the British 

Isles was historically recent. In the other were men and women whose immiseration was 

contemporaneous.  
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Scholarly chronologies of cultural catastrophes, of worlds turned upside down 

and of their occupants’ negotiation of their inevitably traumatic circumstances, are one of 

the learned eyepieces through which I illuminated my reading of the records. In The Fur 

Trade in Canada Harold Innis created, from the “extremely painful” circumstances of the 

inaugural Europeans to attempt North American lodgement and penetration, an 

understanding of Canada, and natural resource exploitation as the foundation of 

Canadian social and economic order, that has engaged scholars for more than eighty 

years at my writing.134 (Demonstration of the validity of the staple thesis was not among 

the purposes of this research project.) In The Making of the English Working Class, 

1963, E.P. Thompson created, from the “truly catastrophic” circumstances of his 

Europeans, an understanding of English history that has informed and motivated, and 

divided, historical inquiry for almost fifty years.135 In The Middle Ground: Indians, 

Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes Region, 1650-1815, Richard White creates a 

pays d’en haut in which cultural catastrophe is both enabler, in the beginning, and 

disabler, in the end.136 These histories are demonstrations of the inevitability of cultural 

catastrophe as a component of the formation of the modern Atlantic world state. 

My attachment to Innis, Thompson, and White has three additional causes. 

Firstly they championed human agency as history’s enabler. Innis’s attribution of agency 

was heroic, because lonely and contrary. He imagined an approximation of a “Fathers of 

Confederation” role for the aboriginals of the fur trade, and he imagined it in the same 
 
134 Innis, Fur Trade, 383: “People who have become accustomed to the cultural traits of their civilization 

. . . find it difficult to work out new cultural traits suitable to a new environment. The high death rate of 
the population of the earliest European settlement is evidence to that effect. The survivors live through 
borrowing cultural traits of people who have already worked out a civilization suitable to the new 
environment as in the case of the Indians of North America, through adopting their own cultural traits to 
the new environment, and through heavy material borrowing from the peoples of the old land. The 
process of adaptation is extremely painful . . . .” 

135  E.P. Thompson, The Making of the English Working Class, 1963, 1980, 217: “We can now see 
something of the truly catastrophic nature of the Industrial Revolution; as well as some of the reasons 
why the English working class took form in these years. The people were subjected simultaneously to 
an intensification of two intolerable forms of relationship: those of economic exploitation and of political 
oppression.” 

136 Richard White, The Middle Ground: Indians, Empires, and Republics in the Great Lakes Region, 1650 – 
1815, 1991, 1993, 1: “The Frenchmen who travelled into the pays d’en haut . . . thought they were 
discovering new worlds. They were, however, doing something more interesting. They were becoming 
co-creators of a world in the making. The world that had existed before they arrived was no more. It had 
been shattered. Only fragments remained. Like a knife scoring a pane of glass, warfare apparently far 
more brutal than any known previously among these peoples had etched the first fine dangerous lines 
across the region in the 1640s.” 
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decade, the 1920s, in which the federal government amended the Indian Act to outlaw 

the pursuit and receipt of monies or legal counsel to advance land and rights claims. 

North America is two nations because of a partnership between three peoples, Innis 

wrote. “The Northwest Company was the forerunner of Confederation and it was built on 

the work of the French voyageur, the contributions of the Indian, especially the canoe, 

Indian corn, and pemmican, and the organizing ability of Anglo-American merchants.”137 

This assessment also illustrated a need, at his writing, for broader and deeper westering 

narratives. “We have not yet realized that the Indian and his culture were fundamental to 

the growth of Canadian institutions.”138 In Making of the English Working Class, a class 

is made.  

. . . the outstanding fact of the period between 1790 and 1830 is the 
formation of the “working class.” This is revealed, first, in the growth of 
class-consciousness: the consciousness of an identity of interests as 
between all those diverse groups of working people and as against the 
interests of other classes. And, second, in the growth of corresponding 
forms of political and industrial organization. By 1832 there were strongly 
based and self-conscious working-class institutions – trade unions, 
friendly societies, educational and religious movements, political 
organizations, periodicals – working-class intellectual traditions, working 
class community-patterns, and a working-class structure of feeling.139  

In Middle Ground a place is made by Frenchmen and Englishmen and 

Algonquians shattered by Iroquois assault and European disease, a place of common 

occupancy. Inspired misunderstanding and misapprehension create an accommodation 

between peoples, Amerindian and European and Euroamerican, that secured them to a 

new-to-both geography for almost two centuries. I, too, hope this research project 

attributes agency to all the people present in the Nicola Valley at its industrialization in 

the first two decades of the previous century, both William McNeill’s destroyed or 

preserved and denied or affirmed. 

Secondly, Innis, Thompson, and White were masters of the archives they visited. 

The forthright professions from Innis and Thompson of what they did not read are 
 
137 Innis, Fur Trade, 262. 
138 Innis, 392. 
139 Thompson, Making of the English Working Class, 212 – 213. 
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especially helpful (to the neophyte archival reader). Innis read the records of the fur 

trade in, at least, Chicago, Montreal, Toronto and Ottawa. But he wrote, and Yale 

University Press published, Fur Trade without him examining all the archives that he 

might have. He did not examine the Hudson’s Bay Company archives, in London. 

Archive management declined his request for access. As Innis quoted an earlier Hudson 

Bay chronicler who had sought access unsuccessfully, “I am obliged to be short therein.” 

Innis wrote about one of the three “large centralized organizations characteristic of the 

fur trade” from secondary sources, not solely, not only, but nonetheless from secondary 

sources prepared by men and women who had not examined the HBC archives 

either.140  Thompson is elegantly direct about his gaps, large and small. He first 

apologizes to his putative Welsh and Scots readers for the Englishness of his narrative. 

“I have neglected these histories, not out of chauvinism, but out of respect.”  He then 

explains to all his putative readers: “This book was written in Yorkshire, and is coloured 

at times by West Riding sources.” I wrote this research project mostly in Merritt, in a 

neighbourhood in which Ellen and Matthew Dover Ovington were among the inaugural 

residents. I have not read all that I might have read. I have not read, for example, every 

historic Department of Indian Affairs correspondence folder from which I might extract 

text about the Nicola Valley and its people in the first two decades of the previous 

century; not even most. By the summer of 2012, Library and Archives Canada had 

published, on its website, thirty-two of the 204 Lytton Indian Agency folders started or 

continued in those decades and in its custody and thirty-five of the 199 Kamloops 

agency folders.141  

Lastly, their times and places, firstly the economic and social circumstances of 

their societies, and, secondly, of their scholarly communities, engaged Innis and 
 
140 Innis, 119: “ . . . the monopolies of New France, . . . the Hudson’s Bay Company, and . . . the Northwest 

Company” were the three organizations.  



 

90 

Thompson and engage White. They all attributed a present-moment purpose to their 

work, and I take comfort in that surfeit. Innis wanted to show how there came to be two 

nations, not one, north of the Rio Grande, and, further, that the lesser of the two was not 

a creation of the greater, either by design or in reaction.142  E.P. Thompson attacks, in 

the sixth chapter of Making of the English Working Class, the “Exploitation” chapter, the 

“counter-catastrophic” scholarship of British economists, or economic historians, and 

sociologists who disputed the “catastrophic” scholarship of the pioneers of Industrial 

Revolution and Agricultural Revolution inquiry. Here is White, in the preface he prepared 

for the twentieth anniversary edition of Middle Ground:  

Middle Ground is a work of history, but it is something more. It is an 
exploration of accommodation and social change, of the constant and 
related production of common meaning and difference. It is a concept that 
I hope has work to do in the world.143 

I, too, hope this research project makes a present-moment contribution, to an 

appreciation of the importance of the intermittent reconciliation initiatives since the 

provincial government acknowledged aboriginal title in 1990 after 120 years of denial. I 

profess that hope reluctantly; I believe the primary purpose of historical inquiry and 

summary is descriptive, and interpretative, but not prescriptive.  

 

 
141 Citation searches that I conducted suggest that the folders have informed scholarly inquiry intermittently 

over the years, but rarely, if ever, to shape an appreciation of a spatially small and temporally limited 
historic process like the inauguration of the industrialization of Nicola Valley in the first two decades of 
the previous century. I know this because I searched the words “Kamloops” and “Indian” and “Lytton” 
and “Indian” on all the usual scholarly databases like JSTOR. Harris read the folders extensively for 
Making Native Spaces. Two candidates for SFU masters degrees who read the folders were Bruce 
Stadfeld (“Manifestations of Power: Native Response to Settlement in Nineteenth Century British 
Columbia,” 1993) and P. Trefor Smith (“ ‘A Very Respectable Man:’ John Freemont Smith and the 
Kamloops Agency, 1912 – 1923,” also 1993.) A candidate who did not read the folders was Jason 
Bennett (“The True Elixir of Life: Imagining Eden and Empire in the Settlement of Kelowna British 
Columbia, 1904 – 1920,” 1996). 

142 Robin Winks, “Forward,”  Fur Trade, XV - XVI. 
143 ONLINE. 
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