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Imago Dei
Marilyn MacDonald, (acrylic on canvas)

A Map to the Door of No Return
Dionne Brand

(The following is an excerpt from Dionne
Brand's forthcoming book, A Map to the Door
of No Retum. It will be published by
Doubleday Canada in the fall 2001. The book
is a set of sketches, a meditation on the Black
Diaspora.)

Dionne Brand

It is Monday morning, 9 a.m., at the Court
house on Jarvis Street. To get into the court
house one has to go through the obligatory
metal detector and pass by several policemen.
Even though one is merely an observer one
cannot help but feel an immediate loss of
control and a sense of surveillance. The crowd
standing outside waiting for the doors to open
is mostly young... children. Here, they are
called juveniles. They are anywhere from
eleven to seventeen years old. They all look
eight. Some of them are trying to look older,
tougher. Some of them are scared. Most are
alone, some with a grim-faced mother or
grandmother. Some are smoking cigarettes
nonchalantly. They are grouped in little packs,
those of them without mothers or grandmoth
ers, trying to appear unperturbed. But perhaps
they are unperturbed; some of them are
veterans. The doors open and we all troop in
through the turnstiles and the metal detectors.

... continued p. 2

Imago dei
Marilyn MacDonald

"Imago dei" is the fourth painting in a series
which addresses feminist critiques of science
and religion. The title of the painting is taken
from the Pentateuch and Bible, from
BereshithiGenesis I :26 and 27, "And God
said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness: and let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air...and over all the earth ...so God created man
in his own image...male and female created he
them."

In the painting, I explore gender and creativity
in several different ways. At one level, the
painting depicts the disconnection between
corporate life and many people's everyday
reality. BCTel's (now Telus) choice of a
billboard in east Vancouver as a
site from which to advertise the
wonderful future of telecommuni
cations seems instead a failure of
communication of life on the
street. At another level, the
painting is intended to convey a
sense of the consequence of
failure to recognize the divine
creativity in each of us. We live
with too profound a disjuncture
between the efficient causes 
the 'how' questions - of science,
and the final causes - the 'why'
questions - of religion, and too
barren a result. At another level,
the painting involves questions of
ownership of creativity. The
representation claimed by BCTel
was remarkably similar to an
earlier painting by a Newfound
land artist, done while she was a
student at Emily Carr. While she
eventually regained control of her
work - at least in part, to have it
used only in contexts she consid
ered appropriate - it took legal
involvement, media coverage, and

a great deal of time and effort to do so.
Finally, the approach used in the painting is
tangential to magical realism, in keeping with
an allegorical intent. The link between Islamic,
Judaic and Christian mysticism and science is
alchemical, represented through gold (fish,
can, shopping cart), and its transmutation (in
altering the evolutionary relationship of 'fish
in the sea, fowl in the air' to a more fabulous
landscape; in recycling towards another minute
of existence; in providing an ephemeral
instance in searching for home respectively).
The figure is deliberately anonymous, assigned
gender, age, race and ethnicity by the viewer,
participating in the creation of an understand
ing.

Each year the SFU Art Gallery sponsors a
show by SFU Faculty, staff, and students.
Marilyn MacDonald's painting, Imago dei,
was selected to be in the 2001 show.



The corridors and vestibules fill up; there
aren't enough seats in Courtroom o. I for the
crowd. A policewoman stands at the door of
the courtroom.. She answers a few questions
from those who don't know the rules. Most
wait. She looks as if she thinks all of it
wearisome - so do many of the children. They
are urban children - cool and bored is their
emotional attire. Baggy pants worn below the
hips, underwear showing, skin tight pants,
belly button pierced; hair frosted, streaked, one
curl down the side of the forehead; baseball
caps - this is the outer attire, affecting that
same cool, bored, knowledgeable beyond
their-years look. And perhaps they are cool,
bored, knowledgeable beyond their years. I
don't know. A city can do that. The doors to
courtroom o. I open. The crowd walks in,
filling the seats. The policewoman, joined by a
policeman, instructs boys to take off their caps.
We stand as the judge enters. Two court clerks
sit below him to his right. They are Black
women, one older, one younger, one in glasses.
The judge is not formidable as one imagines
judges. He is white. The Crown attorney and
the legal aid attorneys look weary and it's only
9:30 or so. They obviously know each other;
they decide some dates, drop into the legal
talk, settle what to do with the defendants. It is
a routine they practice each day. They could
probably do this asleep. As each case is called
and a date is set or postponed the children
come up to the middle of the courtroom, stand,
then are instructed to go to the clerks, where
they are given a pink piece of paper with a new
date. The charges aren't read out; this is only a
court for setting dates and issuing warrants for
those who haven't appeared. Before the judge
arrived, six or so teenagers in cuffs were
brought up from the holding area downstairs.
They affect an even more bored look, glazed
really. They've been in custody. They are
either heroes or scarecrows to the other
teenagers in the room. One by one names are
called and I see each child at first tentatively
stand, knees weak, and make their way the ten
feet or so to the bar. Something curious
happens to most of them in their walk up the
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aisle. They transform from scared and teary to
bold and accomplished, as if this is routine, as
if they did this yesterday. I see their backs
straighten and their heads lift from shame to
insolent dignity. Inside they're making some
decision - some resistance - 'this is what I am
then'. Something else is noticeable in court
room No. I. The defendants are Chinese,
Hispanic, Portuguese, Italian, African!
Caribbean, Vietnamese, Russian. But not
really. one of them know these origins except
through their parents or grandparents. They
were all born in this city. Some are a mix of a
few of those specifics, some are co-defendants
across those specifics. As they go up one by
one to collect the pink sheets of paper,
emotions changing now from insolent dignity
to ennui, the clerks who seem Caribbean in
origin give each a look of reprimand as if
they're disappointed in this bunch of children
who have wasted their parents' sacrifice. They
look at these children like disgusted relatives,
aunts who are fed up with bad behaviour. The
bleached-blond Chinese boy, the red-streaked
Indian girl take on these looks and swagger
off, smirking out of the courtroom. Three
young women saunter up to the aisle as their
names are called. Candace Premdass, Stacy
Zeballos, and June Nguyen. Candace Premdass
is wearing a Catholic girls' school uniform, the
plaid skirt hiked up to mid-thigh, blue calf
socks, platfonn shoes. Stacy Zeballos is in a
baggy sweatshirt; June guyen is wraithlike in
bell-bottoms. Their transatlantic names are the
mystery of this city, its hybridization. Candace
Premdass, Stacey Zeballos, June Nguyen.
They walk lazily toward the judge. 'C;;ee what
you can do with us,' they seem to say, 'deal
with this." Candace and Premdass, Stacy and
Zeballos, June and Nguyen. Other and other.
How did they all get together, I wonder. ot
just their first and last names but the three of
them. Friends, co-conspirators, co-defendants.
They met as outsiders, no doubt. Outsiders to
the city and outsiders in their own homes; the
homes, the families that gave them the last
names, the same families that gave them the
first names to protect them from the last
names. What they did isn't clear: shoplifting,
perhaps; fighting three other girls, perhaps.
Anyway, three of them did whatever it was
together. Candace has a swagger; June has a
super model runway walk-she's the tallest;
Stacey is the only one who looks mildly
nervous. She stands between the two. They
keep each other company in the desolate
courtroom in the desolate city, this transatlan
tic space trio. But those are my words, my
sentiments. For them, the city is beautiful and
reckless, a roller coaster of laughter and
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lipstick, of talking and dissing and high-fiving
and wide eyes of mock offense and wonder, of
rap and boys they cruise and ofjust, well cool.
This courtroom is a rite of passage for these
diasporic children; they would give up their
lives like the boys in cuffs behind the Plexiglas
with the guard from Mimico, just as soon as
they will saunter out of Courtroom No. I.,
relieved, and in the hallway giggle about how
awesome it was. A date is set and they each
approach the two clerks, who give them each a
reproachful look. The one giving out the pink
slips puts them down on the bar, refusing to
hand them to the girls. Candace Premdass
snatches her paper, her posse right after her,
and leaves the courtroom rolling her eyes in
exasperation.

Message from the Chair
Meredith Kimball

Welcome to the second issue of the SFU
Women's Studies Newsletter. We are using the
newsletter as a kind of an 'annual review' to
celebrate the many activities and accomplish
ments of the students, faculty, and staff in the
department. The events reported in this issue
of the newsletter occurred between the summer
of 2000 and the summer of 200 I. Articles in
this newsletter cover the research, teaching,
administrative, and public service activities of
faculty, staff, and students in the department.
We are particularly proud of the community
outreach programs associated with the Ruth
Wynn Woodward endowed professor position,
and many of stories concern these activities.
The Women's Studies program was approved
by Senate in July of 1975 and the first
undergraduate course was offered in January
of 1976. In 1985 an MA program was estab
lished. In the early 1990s several joint majors
were established, and in 1995 a major in
Women's Studies was established. As you will
see in this newsletter we are developing two
new curriculum initiatives. The first is a minor
in Gender Studies which will be based in the
department and draw courses from several
departments. We hope to start offering this
degree in September 2003. The second is a
PhD in Women's Studies. The first students
should enter this program in September 2002.
The department has grown over the years and
now includes eight faculty, four of whom hold
joint appointments with other department; the
Ruth Wynn Woodward Professor; eight
Associate Faculty; and two staff positions. In
addition, a number of people teach sessional



courses for the department each year. Over 275
students have graduated with undergra1luate
majors or minors in Women's Studies and 35
students have received MA degrees in
Women's Studies.

We are proud of our many accomplishments
and hope that you will find much that is of
interest to you throughout the newsletter. We
always welcome comments and questions. You
can contact me either by phone (604-291
5526), Fax (604-291-5518), or e-mail
(kimball@sfu.ca). For general information
about the department consult our web page
(www.sfu.ca/womens-studies) or call the
general office (604-291-3333).

Women's Studies Staff
Running the Department

The staff in Women's Studies are the people
who both keep the department running
efficiently and are two of the people you are
most likely to talk to or meet if you call or
come to the department. Billie Korstrom, the
Departmental Assistant, manages the budgets
for the department and the Ruth Wynn
Woodward endowment, advises Women's
Studies majors, joint-majors, and minors about
their program requirements, works with the
Undergraduate Chair on curriculum design and
revisions, and provides organizational support
for all of our community events. Christine
Goodman, the Receptionist/Department
Secretary/Chair's Secretary and Graduate
Secretary, handles inquiries about the depart
ment, keeps departmental files, designs posters
for public events, processes book orders,
outlines, and library reserves for all under
graduate and graduate courses, and works with
the Graduate Chair and graduate students to
insure their successful progress through the
MAprogram.

How To Find Us

Interested in more information about Women's
Studies at Simon Fraser University? You can
visit us on the web at http://www.sfu.ca/
womens-studies. If you're on campus you can
come to our offices on the fifth floor of the AQ
(directly above the East Concourse Cafeteria),
the main office is AQ 5102A. Our FAX
number is 604-291-5518 and you can reach us
by phone at 604-291-3333. You can write to us
the old fashioned way at Women's Studies
Department, Simon Fraser University, 8888

University Drive, Burnaby, BC V5A IS6. We
have a brochure describing all the activities of
the department, and more detailed booklets
describing undergraduate and graduate
programs which can be sent on request.

Congratulations to...

Megan Bulloch who received an SFU
Graduate Fellowship.

Cara Goldberg who received the Evelyn Lett
Scholarship in recognition of her academic
excellence in pursuing her Bachelor ofArts
with a major in Psychology, a minor in
Women's Studies, and participation in the Co
op program.

Sanzida Habib who received an SFU
Graduate Fellowship.

Claudia Kroehl who received the Boag Essay
Prize for her essay "Persistence of Inequali
ties: Examination of the Effects of the
Economic Transformation from State Social
ism to Market Economy on East German
Women."

Amanda Oster who received an SFU
Graduate Fellowship and the Grace McInnis
Entrance Award.

Caroline Porter who received the Anne Peters
Pinto Graduate Scholarship.

Amy Skinner who received an SFU Graduate
Fellowship.

Stacey Smithers who received the Maggie
Benston Memorial Graduate Bursary and the
National Council of Jewish Women Graduate
Scholarship.

Women's Studies External Review

Periodically every department at Simon Fraser
University is scheduled for an external review.
The last review ofWomen's Studies was in
1994-1995 and we will be having another one
this coming year (2001-2002). For the external
review the department prepares an internal
report during the fall describing the history,
current activities, and future plans of the
department. Three senior academics from other
universities in Canada are then chosen by the
Academic Vice President in consultation with
the Dean ofArts and the department to
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constitute the External Review Committee.
The Committee has available ahead of time the
department's report. They visit for three days
during the spring and meet with faculty, staff,
and students. After their visit they write a
report to which the department responds.

One aspect of the external review is the input
of people who have been involved with the
department as students, instructors, or mem
bers of the community. Thus we have surveyed
Women's Studies graduates (see stories on
pages 5 and 9). In addition we would welcome
any other comments about the department's
activities. If you have been involved with the
department and have any comments or have
done something since you left the department
that you think would be interesting for the
reviewers to know about please let us know.

New WS Resources at the Bennett
Library

Habiba Zaman
WS Library Representative

Professor Andrea Lebowitz contributed her
Professional Development Reimbursement
(PDF) funds to the Library. Her generous
donation has allowed the Library to subscribe
to the journal - Disability and Society.
Professor Lebowitz is the second faculty who
used her PDF money to help build the
Library's collection. Thanks Andrea for your
thoughtfulness.

Sonia Bathla Shastri Visitor

Sonia Bathla
received a Shastri
Indo-Canadian
Institute Media
Studies Fellow
ship to visit in the
Women's Studies
Department
October 2000

Sonia Bathla through January
200 I. Dr. Bathla

is based in the Centre for Women's Develop
ment Studies in New Delhi. Her area of
research is gender and the media. She
received her PhD in mass communication from
the University of Leicester in England. She
has published a book, Women, Democracy, and
the Media: Cultural and Political Representa
tions in the Indian Press, and her latest study is



entitled: Gender Construction in th~ Media
During the Twelfth Lok Sabha Election.

During her visit with us, she focused on a
comparative study of coverage of women's
issues in the media and women's experiences
as journalists in India and Canada. She gave a
talk, "Coverage of Women's Issues and the
Women's Movement in the News Media in
India" in the fall and a seminar discussing her
research comparing Canada and India to a
Women's Studies graduate seminar in January.

Not a Farewell, but an Au Revoir ...
Marie-Josee Legault

Marie-Josee Legault

It has been a great pleasure for me to visit
SFU's Women's Studies Department during
May and June of this year. It is easy to see why
this bcautiful city attracts so many visitors.
Apart from the bliss ofleaving Quebec's hot,
muggy and damp spring, the particular reasons
I enjoyed my stay here were soundly aca
demic.

As a labour studies professor, 1 took a keen
academic interest watching the evolution of the
bus drivers' and health care workers' strikes ...
and regarding labour relations in B.C., I must
admit that I had the best exposure one could
ever wish! I took part in extremely interesting
discu sions with activists in the local labour
relation's community. This was so enjoyable
and productive that I am looking forward to
returning in ovember to continue these
discussions about the interface between equity
programs and women in non-traditional trades
on the one hand, and labour relations and
union activists on the other.

As a feminist researcher, I found the climate in
the Women's Studies Department deeply
stimulating. As a Quebecoise researcher, in
common with my fellow Quebecois scholars, I
feel the need to know more about western
English-Canadian academic literature. Some of
us are as well read in American and European
academic literature but somehow come to
know less of Canadian academic writing.

1 did find here something very special: a serene
and respectful tone that does not sacrifice in
any way thoroughness or close argumentation.

Moreover, as one can easily observe, there are
more and easier north-south connections
among academic circles on the East Coast than
east-west connections; maybe the same can be
said of the West Coast. As a result, coming to
Vancouver raises the awareness of different
academic currents or authors, but, also,
different views and different conceptualiza
tions of the same subjects.

As for current events, either social or political,
exposurc to local feminists as well as general
political comments greatly benefits the visiting
scholar in the ongoing process of relativizing
one's analytical point of view.

Again, let me say that so great was the
pleasure in being here that I will be pleased to
come back in November, this time to lecture
students about methods in qualitative field
research.

Finally let me say, that coming from a
downtown Montreal campus (Tele-Univer~ite,

Universite du Quebec), I was more than
sensitive to thc beauty of SFU's campus.
Sabbatical leaves are wonderful opportunities
to read and write, and I did a lot of that.
Thanks to the kindness of Women's Studies
colleagues, I found here a calm atmosphere
which served my purpose well.

Marie Josee Legault was a Visiting Scholar in
the Women sStudies Department in May and
June 2001. She will return this fall to give talk,
"Qualitative and Feminist Field Research:
Protocol and the Unpredictable" on November
9, 2001. Watch for announcements or call the
department (291-3333) for time and place.

4

U DERGRADUATENEWS

Undergraduate ews
Mary Lynn Stewart

Undergraduate Chair

This year the Undergraduate Studies Commit
tee focused most of its energies on gender
studies. In the autumn of 2000, Mary Lynn
Stewart, the Chair, and Jody Foumeaux, a
Work Study student, researched courses with
gender content at Simon Fraser University and
programs in Gender Studies in Canada, the
United States, and Great Britain; subsequently,
we informed SFU faculty teaching these
courses that there were at least twenty courses
with gender as a major component taught at
Simon Fraser and dozens of Gender Studies
programs elsewhere. In the spring of 200 I,
Mary Lynn and MaIjorie Griffin Cohen held
meetings and otherwise communicated with a
group of twenty (ultimately twenty-five)
faculty about the possibilities of distributing a
list of all gender-based courses at Simon Fraser
University or proposing a gender studies
program. When the group enthusiastically
endorsed a gender studies minor under the
aegis of Women's Studies, we drafted a Letter
of Intent, the first step in the process of
mtroducing new programs. In March, the
Women's Studies Department approved the
Letter of Intent and in May, it was presented to
the Women's Studies Articulation Committee
for the province. In July, the Faculty ofArts
Curriculum Committee endorsed the Letter of
Intent, which will now be sent to other
institutions for their input. Next academic year
will entail more detailed planning of the
proposal. Hopefully, we will have more
opportunity to hear from students. Any student
interested in working on this initiative should
contact Mary Lynn, email address
mstewart@sfu.ca.

In addition to the work on the gender studies
proposal, three new joint majors were made
available to students during the past year.
These are joint majors between Women's
Studies and Criminology, Women's Studies
and History, and Women's Studies and
Humanities.



Congratulations to Women's Studies
Graduates

The following students convocated in October
2000 and June 2001 with degrees in Women's
Studies.

Women's Studies Major

Claudine Chantle Claridge, Regina Dirk,
Amarjit Hundal, and Lay Pheng Avon Tam

Joint Major Women's Studies and English

Virginia Lee Bonner

Joint Major Women's Studies and
Psychology

Shona Christin Cekelis and Robynn Farrah
Collins

Women's Studies Minor

Karen Cruz Catalan, Nicole Irene Gravelle,
Mary Patricia Klausen, Cathleen Kwan,
Norma Jean Morgan, and Natalie Louise Porter

Robynn Collins (left) and her mother Sandra
Collins at W.S. convocation reception

SFU Women's Centre
Leah Georgia

In 1999-2000 the SFU Women's Centre
continued its work to:
- provide a safe space for all women to
celebrate their different experiences
- demand and work for the full participation of
all women in society
- actively struggle against all forms of
oppression and demand justice
- ensure women have access to women
centered, women-positive resources

With Women's Studies and other SFU
Community support the Women's Centre

Collective sponsored a Dec. 6th Vigil to
commemorate the National Day ofAction to
End Violence Against Women. In 2000 the
Vigil included a procession of handmade
lanterns and a speak-out by a survivor of
domestic violence. Our International Women's
Day, March 8, 200 I was honoured through a
clothesline display in the Convocation Mall
and a Women's Speak event. For 2 hours the
Convocation Mall was filled with women's
voices reading material of their own or of other
women. The Women's Centre was accompa
nied by CJSF who played all day all 'grrl'
programming to help us celebrate IWD! In
conjunction with SFU's Sexual Assault
Awareness and Prevention Group, the Wom
en's Centre sponsored and participated in
February's 200 I SEX WEEK. The week's
events included displays and workshops on
healthy relationships, sexuality and sexualized
violence.

The SFU Women's Centre Health Information
Project continues with the support of Women's
Studies and the Health, Counselling and
Career Centre. Our fall and spring semester
monthly Health Question and Answer Sessions
are growing in popularity! Women put their
questions in a box anonymously and once a
month Health and Counselling's Health
Educator as well as Women's Centre staff,
collective members and lounge users dialogue
about the questions and answers. The goal is to
share our experiences, and promote and
encourage the 'expert' in all of us. The
information and dialogue is used to make a
display in the lounge for women to examine at
their leisure. A second health info board
covering a variety of health themes provides
more information on health topics of interest to
women. Topics to date include sexuality,
STDs, pregnancy, cancer, nutrition, relation
ships and more! Both information boards
provide pamphlets for women to take away
with them. We are very grateful to our Health
Project Volunteer, Lisa Matthews who has
worked tirelessly gathering information and
creating displays.

To volunteer at the Women's Centre please call
291-3670 or come by the Women's Centre in
TC3013, in the Rotunda just east of the West
Mall Complex. There are many ways to
volunteer including the Library and the
Collective. You can learn facilitation skills,
consensus decision making and work with
other women on areas of interest to you!!
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Survey of Women's Studies' Graduates
Meredith Kimball

One of the most frequently asked questions
whenever one talks about Women's Studies is:
What can one do with a Women's Studies
degree? Since the program began in 1975,
more than 250 students have graduated from
SFU with a major, minor, extended minor,
joint major, or MA in Women's Studies. Given
the wealth of information these graduates
have, we decided to do a survey to gather
information about what students have done
with their Women's Studies degree.

The questionnaire asked for demographic
information, family and childcare responsibili
ties, the degree the students received and their
date of graduation, information about student
loans, occupational experiences since gradua
tion, income, unemployment, volunteer and
political activities, what experiences had been
most valuable to them at SFU and in Women's
Studies, what experiences had been missing in
the WS curriculum, and what advice they
would give to a young student thinking about
taking Women's Studies today.

The SFU Alumni Office provided the depart
ment with addresses for 274 students who had
graduated from the department since 1976. The
questionnaire was mailed out with a covering
letter from the Chair of the Department
explaining that their participation was volun
tary, that their identity and answers would
remain anonymous and confidential, and that
they should send their responses in a postage
paid envelope addressed to the Alumni Office.
The Alumni Office in tum forwarded all the
unopened questionnaires onto the Women's
Studies Department. Of the 274 surveys
mailed, 18 were returned because of incorrect
addresses. Of the 256 remaining surveys, 87
were completed and sent back to the depart
ment for a response rate of 34%. Of these 87
completed surveys, 12 were completed by
students who had graduated with an MA
degree, the remaining 75 were from students
who had completed an undergraduate degree in
Women's Studies at SFU. The graduate student
responses are reported in a separate article in
this newsletter (see page 9). The undergraduate
responses are reported here.

... continued p. 23



Women.s Studies and Arts Co-op
Paulette Johnston

A total of 104 Arts students are working in Co
op positions this summer - the highest number
of placements ever - but only one of these
students is a Women's Studies major. We
certainly have positions available each
semester which will appeal to you, including
women's centres and social services agencies,
for positions ranging from events management
to grant proposal writing.

As a student, you can get involved in Co-op by
applying to the program when you have
completed (usually) between 45 and 60 credit
hours, and you would apply in September,
January or May to work the following
semester. As an optional add-on educational
program, Co-op involves full-time paid work
terms done on an alternating basis with study
terms, and you do three or four work terms as
part of your undergraduate degree (and only
two if you are an M.A. student). An added
benefit of the Co-op program is the number of
preparation workshops available to you. One
of these is a Transfer Skills workshop, which
helps you recognize and articulate the wide
variety of skills provided by your academic
program. We also offer Workplace 10 I, which
provides valuable tips on excelling in your Co
op term.

If you have a position available for a Co-op
student, or know omeone who does, contact
Co-op to discuss the availability of funding
assistance. There is extra funding available for
the January to April 2002 work term.

Paulette Johnston
Program Manager, Faculty ofArts Co-op
Program
291-3041 pjohnsto@sfu.ca

Women's Studies Graduate Makes
Films

Laurel Swenson

As a video-maker I have produced, written and
directed five videos which have been shown in
festivals internationally. These works include
How To Be A Recluse (7 easy steps), Fistfitll,
Your Mother Wears Combat Boots.
Motherfuckers, and recently I completed
Marking the Mother: Tattoos. Mothers and
How We All Break the Rules ofMotherhood for
which I received support from The Canada
Council For The Arts, The BC Arts Council

and The National Film Board. Tattoos may be
OK in Rolling Stone, but we don't see them in
the pages of the Good Parenting magazine. As
a society we have very particular ideas of who
is a good mother. When a mother has large
tattoos marked across her body she does not fit
this ideal. Mothers who mark their bodies defy
dominant ideas of what a mother is supposed
to be. This 25 minute video is about 'bad
mothers' - mothers who have broken the rules
of motherhood. Marking The Mother is a
reflective documentary in which the director
ruminates upon the experiences of being a
mother with publicly visible tattoos. Six
tattooed mothers are interviewed and asked to
mull over an apparent contradiction - mothers
are not expected to permanently mark their
bodies and women with these marks are not
expected to be mothers. But if they are
mothers, they are assumed to be 'bad mothers'.
But why are tattooed mothers assumed to be
'bad mothers'? In Marking The Mother it is
proposed that the definition of 'the good
mother' is so narrow it is impossible to achieve
- for any of us. Thus, we all fail.

I have recently received Canada Council
support to complete a series of nine short
videos entitled: Sitting. Still. - A Body of
Technology, Anxiety and Hope. In addition to
video-making, I work independently as a
graphic designer and an illustrator while
continuing a video-making and painting
practice. I live in Vancouver, Canada with my
daughter, Brae, and my partner, Gyasi. To find
out more about my work, visit me at my web
site (www.laurelswenson.com).

Laurel Swenson graduated with a minor in
Women:S Studies and a major in Critical
Studies from the School for Contemporary Arts
in 1995.

Women's Studies Orientation

Each fall the department holds an orientation
for Women's Studies students. Usually this is
held on the fourth Wednesday in September. In
2000 it was held on September 27 in Halpern
Centre. Lunch was provided, information
handed out and several people spoke about
different aspects of the dcpartment including
Sue Wendell, Graduate Chair; Paulette
Johnston, Arts Coop Program; Anne Marie
Barrett, Department Receptionist; and
Meredith Kimball, Department Chair. Mary
Lynn Stewart who is the WS Undergraduate
Chair was unable to attend, but sent a report
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that included the information that the three
new WS joint majors (with Criminology,
History, and Humanities) were proceeding
through Senate committees and would be in
place in September 2002. Several WS instruc
tors introduced themselves briefly, including
Marjorie Griffin Cohen, Rosemary Gagan,
Marilyn MacDonald, Sue Wendell, Laura
Wood, and Habiba Zaman. Students had an
opportunity to ask questions about the
department and to get to know other students
and instructors. About 35 students attended the
event. If you are a Women's Studies student or
thinking about taking a Women's Studies
course, you are invited to come to the orienta
tion (in 200 I it will be held September 26 in
Halpern Centre). It's a great chance to meet
other students, some of the instructors, WS
staff, and, of course, enjoy a free lunch. Watch
for announcements.

Information Evening 2000

On June 4,2001 the annual SFU Information
Evening was held. Information brochures were
mailed to students who had been offered
admission for 2001-3. Over 1000 students and
their parents who attended were able to pick up
information and talk with representatives of all
SFU departments, faculties, and many other
programs as well, such as Co-op. The Wom
en's Studies table was busy as over 150
people, both students and parents, stopped to
visit, ask questions, and/or pick up information
about the Women's Studies department. The
two most common questions were: 1) What do
you learn in Women's Studies courses? and 2)
What kinds ofjobs do Women's Studies
students get? For answers to both of these
questions, see some of the articles in this
newsletter. You can also call the department
(604-291-3333) and we will send you a copy
of our brochure which describes all our various
programs as well as some of the jobs our
graduates have taken.

Women's Studies Sessional Instructors

Sessional instructors form an important part of
the Women's Studies' teaching program. Over
the years many people have taught in the
department, either bringing an expertise to the
Women's Studies classroom that is not
represented among the regular WS faculty, or
teaching a regular course when faculty are on
leave. The department advertises regularly
throughout the year for sessional instructors.



The minimal qualification is usually an MA
degree and some teaching experience. Ifyou
would like to receive our job advertisements
contact the Departmental Assistant, Billie '
Korstrom (291-3593 or korstrom@sfu.ca). The
following courses were taught by sessional
instructors between the fall of 2000 and the
summer of 200 I:

Marusya Bociurkiw, WS 205, Women and
Popular Culture

Rosemary Gagan, WS 20 I, Women in
Canada 1600-1920; and WS 202, Women in
Canada, 1920 to the Present.

Nancy Janovicek, WS 307, Women in British
Columbia

Gaik Cheng Khoo, WS 318, Special Topics:
LocaVGlobal Feminism, Film and Society

Pega Ren, WS 303 Special Topics: History of
Female Sexualities

Myra Rutherdale, WS 203, Female Roles in
Contemporary Society; and WS 304 Women
and Religion

Laura Wood, WS 303 Special Topics: Women
and the Law

Teaching Assistants

Teaching Assistants and Tutor Markers are an
important component of the Women's Studies
instructional staff. Both of our first-year
courses, Introduction to Women s Issues in
Canada and Introduction to Western
Feminisms, have tutorials taught by Teaching
Assistants. In addition both of these courses
are offered by Correspondence and Tutor
Markers in these courses are the main contact
students have with SFU. During the past year,
Taryn McCormick, Jamie McGough, Caroline
Porter, Amy Skinner, and Stacey Smithers,
have worked as either Teaching Assistants or
Tutor Markers. Barbara Blakely who wrote the
correspondence yersion of Introduction to
Women s Issues in Canada served as the
Supervisor for this course, and Mary Lynn
Stewart who wrote the correspondence version
of Introduction to Western Feminisms was the
Supervisor when this course was offered.

GRADUATE NEWS

Graduate News
Sue Wendell

Graduate Chair

This has been a busy year for the graduate
program. The first students entered our new
course intensive MA option, and the graduate
chair scrambled to iron out the wrinkles (in the
program, not the students). Four students
completed their MA degrees. We offered
admission to 12 new students for September,
2001. And the Graduate Committee took the
first steps toward creating a PhD in Women's
Studies at SFU. The proposed new PhD will be
a co-operative program with a PhD in Wom
en's Studies and Gender Relations at UBC (see
the article below on the proposed PhD
program).

In September, 2000, the first 3 students, Taryn
McCormick, Amy Skinner and Stacey
Smithers, began their MA programs in the new
course intensive option. Taryn transfered to the
thesis option, and Claudia Kroehl, who came
as a visiting graduate student from Germany,
and MOllica Bhatara transferred into the course
intensive MA, so we now have 4 students in
the new program. After some initial panic and
confusion over course offerings, the faculty
agreed to offer at least one seminar just for
graduate students in each of the Fall and
Spring semesters, and the graduate students
agreed to take those seminars as part of their
programs. The next challenge for the faculty is
creatmg the field examinations, and for the
students, passing them.

Four students completed their theses this year
and one student completed her two extended
essays. Kelly Boyd completed a survey of
slash fiction writers. Leanne Harry completed
a hterary study of the work of Maria
Campbell, Joy Kogawa, and Larissa Lai.
Rolene Roos conducted an interview-based
study of single mothers' experiences. Susan
McElcheran wrote two extended essays on the
dominant social values inherent in the concept
of home m 1950s and 1960s America. The
abstracts of these theses and essays are
included in this newsletter.
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Proposed New PhD Program
Sue Wendell

The Graduate Committee is in the process of
applying to Simon Fraser University and B.C.
provincial authorities for a new PhD in
Women's Studies at SFU, to start in September
2002. Our proposal for this new program has
been developed in consultation with colleagues
from the Centre for Research in Women's
Studies and Gender Relations at the University
of Bntlsh Columbia, whose proposal for a PhD
in Women's Studies and Gender Relations, has
been approved and will start in September
200 I. We are proposing two independent
degrees, each of which could function
separately, that wi II co-operate to share
resources, especially faculty members for
supervisory committees and courses.

The development of a PhD is a logical and
timely extension of graduate education in
Women's Studies at SFU. Sixteen years ago,
our department started one of the first MA
programs in Women's Studies in North
America. Since then, undergraduate and
graduate programs in Women's Studies have
grown at colleges and universities all over
Canada. There is a need for scholars with PhDs
to teach in these programs, but the only
Canadian PhD program in Women's Studies is
at York University in Ontario. With the co
operation ofUBC, we hope to create a Western
Canadian centre for advanced graduate
education in Women's Studies.

Like our MA program, the proposed PhD will
bc interdisciplinary, taking advantage of the
diverse expertise of our regular faculty, our
Ruth Wynn Woodward endowed professor and
our associate faculty from other departme~ts at
SFU. The PhD in Women's Studies will offer
advanced training in interdisciplinary research
and analysis of issues affecting women
worldwide and in gender analysis of issues
affecting both women and men. Graduates will
be prepared to teach Women's Studies at the
university level and to conduct research and
analysis in both the public and private sectors.
The first step toward the PhD program, the
Letter ofIntent for the proposal, has received
approval from all the relevant SFU committees
as well as the provincial government. The full
proposal received departmental approval at our
July department meeting and will go forward
to the various university committees in
September 200 I.

-~==~~----------



WS MA Theses

"One Index Finger on the Mouse Scroll
Bar and the Other on My Clit:"

Slash Writers' Views on Pornography,
Censorship, Feminism and Risk

Kelly Boyd

Slash fiction is the tenn used to describe
amateur pornographic texts about characters in
movies and on television shows, written
generally by and for, heterosexual women and
published either in private zines or online. This
type of sexually explicit material violates
copyright laws and as such is an illegal fonn of
pornographic writing. The history of slash
fiction is outlined, along with an overview of
the history of pornography and censorship
explored in relation to the feminist perspective
on these issues. Responses to an online survey
completed by two hundred and ten slash
authors and publishers was qualitatively
analyzed. Seven key themes were discovered:
Feminism; Pornography; Censorship; Risks for
Writers; Media and Technology Savvy;
Respondent Profile; and Cross-Categories. The
resulting analysis shows that within this
community there are a range of opinions on
common tenns such as 'feminist', 'pornogra
phy', and 'erotica.' It is also found that slash
writers are concerned about censorship,
recognize the risks they take in writing texts
not generally accepted in society, and take
precautions that minimize the risks, but which
still allow them to publish their works.

(Re)rembering the Subject: The Politics of
History, Memory, and Identity in Maria
Campbell, Joy Kogawa, and Larissa Lai

Leanne Harry

Encompassing autobiography, autobiographi
cal fiction, fiction, memoir, biography, letters,
and testimonials, life writing is marked as a
genre by its attention to history in the narrative
of an individual life. It is my argument that the
life writing of women marginalized by racism,
sexism, homophobia, and poverty has the
potential to establish a dialectic relationship
between readers and writers that attempts to
resolve the conflicts of difference. The
evocation of empathy that is provoked by their
life writing develops solidarity between
women separated by race, class, sexuality, and
age. Through this relationship emerges an
opportunity for both writer and reader to

engage productively with the historical
antecedents that have produced this situation
of difference as an insunnountable obstacle to
equality and solidarity.

Minority life writing is particularly useful for
the development of cross-cultural solidarity as
it pointedly engages the reader in the historical
specificities of the marginalized subject. The
life writing text of the minority subject can
potentially operate as a subversive challenge to
the nonnative function of historical discourse,
opening up popular and public understandings
of historical event to the realities of the
marginalized. To illustrate the potential of life
writing to provoke self-knowledge in the
reader, to encourage cross cultural relation
ships, and to re-examine the way history is
narrated, I have chosen three examples oflife
writing: the 1973 autobiography HalfBreed,
by the Metis writer Maria Campbell, the 1981
fictional autobiography Obasan, by the
Japanese-Canadian writer Joy Kogawa, and the
1995 novel When Fox is a Thousand, by the
Chinese Canadian writer Larissa Lai.

The ability of these writers to evoke empathy
and pathos in the reader is a commentary on
the poignancy of their work and the success of
their' critical fictions.' All three authors have
achieved this empathetic relationship between
reader and writer while simultaneously
destabilizing oppressive stereotypes about
Metis people, Japanese Canadians, and Asian
lesbians living in the west. Their attention to
history throughout their texts has prompted not
only a personal engagement with their life
stories but has also expanded the reading
process for me into a critical evaluation of how
history is narrated.

So Close To Home, And So Far Away:
The Function of the Unattainabale

Ideal as Cultural Ideology
Susan McElcheran

Home One: You Can Never Go Home

This is the first of two papers that examine the
dominant social values inherent in common
assumptions about the concept of home in the
period of the' 1950's and' 1960's America, a
recent period of political and cultural expan
sion.
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Home One draws upon a body of Cultural
Studies theory to analyze both the functioning
of ideology in contemporary North American
culture, and the ways the myth of home
functions as ideology, directly supporting of
the needs of a capitalist political economy.

The necessarily intimate and private experi
ence of home reveals ideological social values
as deeply internalized beliefs. I am concerned
the self-reproducing effect of these internalized
values upon the citizens of this society: both
the' insiders', those people who can see
themselves reflected, more or Jess, in the
projected images of the mythic ideal of home,
and the 'outsiders', those people whose own
homes do not approach the image of home,
and whose values are not reflected in the
images of the dominant culture.

This paper takes a phenomenological ap
proach, and is structured around a selection of
personal memories that illu trate a variety of
experiences of home.

Home Two: A Metaphoric Absolute For A
ot So Absolute Space

This is the second of two linked papers that
examine the dominant social values inherent in
common assumptions about the concept of
home in the period ofthe ' 1950's and' 1960's
America, a recent period of political and
cultural expansion.

Home Two considers theories from contempo
rary Cultural Geography to examine the social
production of the mythic space of home.

The meaning of home combines the properties
of a physical space with the internal, psycho
logical sense of well being. This paper focuses
on the discursive practices surrounding home,
analyzing the material practices of home
making, the practices that produce home.

Who is framed by, who is not framed by, and
who does the framing of this particular mythic
home? This paper examines the supposedly
neutral, faceless, liberal self, the ideal subject
prescribed by the mythos of home, to reveal
the exclusionary nature of the myth. Behind
the monolithic mono-cultural stance of home
the identities of specific people, from many
different subject positions, are profoundly, and
differently, affected.



Single Mothers' Voices in the 1990s:
An Exploration of Economics, Choices

& Relationships
Rolene Roos

Female-headed households form an important
group in orth America. Unfortunately, many
single mothers and their children are living at
or below the poverty line, which means
financial strain plays a prominent role in their
lives. Being a single mother means making
difficult choices on a daily basis because they
are the sole breadwinners and child rearers in
their families, and poverty only intensifies the
constraints under which these choices are
made. Single mothers' relationships with their
children and their children's fathers are a
significant part of their lives whether these
relationships are positive or negative.

Ten single mothers were interviewed with
open-ended questions concerning three areas:
economics, choices and relationships. These
ten women were all living with their children
and without a partner at the time of the inter
view. Some of the women came from diverse
social locations. For example, one woman was
First ations, one was a lesbian, one was bi
sexual, one had a special needs daughter, and
two women had mixed race children.

Single mothers generally enjoyed being the
heads of their households, but financial and
time constraints made being the sole breadwin
ner and child rearer very difficult. The
participants were asked about the choices they
made when they became pregnant and when
they became single mothers. Some women
became pregnant intentionally while others
became pregnant unintentionally as a result of
failed bith control. All participants chose to
become single mothers because of problems in
the relationship with the child's father. For
some participants this choice was further
constrained by an abusive partner or their own
sexual orientation. Many of the participants
and their children experienced discrimination
based on their belonging to a lone-mother
household. Inadequate child support payment
as well as sporadic involvement by the
children's fathers contributed to the stress
experienced by these single mothers. Addi
tional constraints were experienced by the
participant who were excluded from the
dominant culture. These constraints further
reduced these mothers' choices. The partici
pants requested more beneficial social
programs such as higher daycare subsidies,
reliable child support payments, and consistent
involvement of the children's fathers.

MA Survey Responses
Meredith Kimball

Twelve of the questionnaires returned from the
survey ofWomen's Studies graduates (see
page 5 for description of the survey and results
from former WS undergraduate students) were
from students who had completed the MA
program in Women's Studies. Of these 12
former MA students, 8 identified their racial or
ethnic identity as White, Caucasian, or
European; 3 as African or Black; and 1 as
Jewish. Half of the students identified as
heterosexual or straight, 4 as lesbian or dykes;
I as bisexual and 1 chose not to answer the
question. In terms of self-identified social class
11 of the 12 described themselves as middle
class or higher and I as working class. Five of
the 12 reported that they had family responsi
bilities with 2 of these women who were single
mothers reporting more than 40 hours a week
spent in carrying out these responsibilities.

All but one had completed their MA degree
since 1990. Nine had studied full time or
mostly full time and 4 reported taking out
student loans in order to finish their degree
with two students reporting debts of more than
$30,000. Most of these student did not go on
for further education after taking the MA. One
had completed a PhD and one had taken peer
counseling training. Household income was
high, with 7 reporting household incomes in
excess of $60,000. At the lower end, 2 students
reported less than $20,000 and 3 reported
incomes between $40,000 and $60,000.
Personal income was lower with only 2 people
reporting a personal income in excess of
$60,000. For 7 of these women their personal
and household income was the same; for the
other 5 their personal income was between
$10,000 and $40,000 less than their household
income. Four reported one period of involun
tary unemployment which ranged from 6
months to 3 years. Two of these women
reported that the unemployment had occurred
immediately following their graduation.

Many different jobs were reported by these
women. Most common was some form of
counseling or therapy position including social
worker, public trustee, coordinator of patient
relations at a mental hospital, mental health
counselor, counselor with a police domestic
violence unit, and therapist in private practice.
Three had worked as coordinators of a
women's centre, a multicultural women's
program, and an organization providing
services to the African community in a large
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urban centre. Two worked in businesses, one
as an employment equity officer and one as a
recruiter for a high tech company. Individuals
reported a range of other employments
including university professor, union steward,
website editor, public servant in a ministry of
women's equality, and small business owner.

Eleven of these 12 women engaged in
volunteer or political activities outside of their
paid employment. Several were on boards of a
housing coop, transition society, sexual assault
centre, abortion rights action league, and a
national women's organization. One was chair
ofa women's centre, one was active in
professional organizations, and one was the
Vice President of a national organization of
visible minority and immigrant women. Others
volunteered their time in community develop
ment projects, teaching in ESL programs,
coordinating community responses to violence
against women, as a member of domestic
workers' organization or a women's health
network.

What these women valued most about their
experiences at SFU were the chance to work as
a Teaching Assistant (3), the courses they took
as part of their program (3), the research
experiences associated with the MA thesis (4),
having the credential (2) and more generally
the support to be who they were and do what
they wanted to do (6)*. In terms of the specific
ways in which their Women's Studies cour es
had been useful, 7 referred to increased
understanding of the world around them and 6
mentioned job related skills, experiences, and
knowledge.

When asked what they would add to their
program if they had it to do over again, 5 said
"nothing", 7 mentioned the addition of
courses, either stand-alone graduate courses or
a practicum, and 2 said more contact between
students and faculty. When asked what advice
they would give to a young woman or man
thinking of taking Women's Studies, most said
they would encourage the person to take
Women's Studies because it would increase
their understanding or that it would help them
with their career whatever that turned out to
be. Some added cautionary notes including
that WS should be combined with another
degree in order to be more marketable, that a
WS MA was still not seen as legitimate by
some employers, or that the student should be
careful about taking on too large a student
loan.



Ellen Balka

Overall, these graduate students were very

positive about their experiences with their WS

MA. As one said "I have never regretted

earning my MA in WS. It has served me well. I

have always found challenging work that pays

well and accommodates my family life."

Another summed up her experience in

Women's Studies in her advice to a younger

person: "Do it. It changes your perspective on

life permanently. Things will never look or be

the same again."

* Because people often gave more than one

answer to this and the following questions, the

numbers can add up to more than 12.

Welcome New Graduate Students in
Fall, 2001

Megan Bulloch, Simon Fraser University

Jillian Deri, Concordia University

Vida Dotse, University of Hannover

Emily Edwards, University of Western

Ontario

Rachel Hurst, York University

Amanda Oster, University of Manitoba

Noel Patten, University of Calgary

Baharak Yousefi, Simon Fraser University

Ellen Balka Gives President's Lecture

Dr. Ellen Balka
of the School of
Communication
gave a Presi
dent's Lecture,
Designing
Healthy
Technology? An
Ol'erview ofthe
Canadian
Health Illforma

tion Highway,
last November.
Each year

several scholars whose work addresses

significant academic and social issues are

chosen to give a President's Lccture. In her

talk, Dr. Balka gave an overview of the

Canadian Health Information Highway as an

example of on-line health promotion. She

described the uses of information and commu

nication technologies in health, as well as the

health information these technologies create

and transmit, the policies governing use of

health information and the people and

organizations that create and use health

information. She argued that the success of this

initiative will depend on the resolution of a

number of critical social, policy and technol

ogy issues.

Dr. Balka was the first person to receive an

MA in Women's Studies in 1987. She then

went on to complete an Interdisciplinary PhD

in Applied Sciences at SFU. Her first job was

at Memorial University where she was the first

full-time faculty member assigned to the

Women's Studies program there. In 1997 She

returned to SFU where she joined the School

of Communications. She is currently an

Associate Professor in the school. Throughout

her career, Dr. Balka's research has focused on

women's interactions with technology. Past

research projects have focused on technology

assessment, women's use of computer

nctworks, and taking gender into account in

technology design. Her current work, which

was the subject of her President's Lecture, is

concerned with how the design, implementa

tion and policy issues related to the develop

ment of the Canadian Health Information

Highway shape the jobs of women workers in

the health sector.

My "Kinesis" Experience: Encouraging

the Writing of Women in Prison
Amber Dean

This winter I had an opportunity to put

together a selection of women's writings about

Canadian prisons for "Kinesis: Canada's

National Feminist Newspaper." I was inter

ested in publishing women's writings about

prison life because of the experiences I'd had

the year before as an advocate for women in a

provincial jail in Alberta. When I accepted the

job as an advocate for women in prison, many

of my friends and former colleagues wondered

how I could consciously move from working

with 'victims' of violence (abused women) to

working with 'criminals.' Initially, I wondered

how I would make this transition myself, until

I started visiting prisons and realized that

many of the same women I counselled at the

women's shelter were also occasional or

regular prisoners in the jails. Their shared

experiences of poverty and sexist, racist, and
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heterosexist oppression have a lot more to do

with how and why most women end up in jail

than their roles as either 'victims' or 'perpetra

tors.'

I had also realized through my work that until

we have been inside a prison and listened to

the experiences of the women who are kept

there, it's difficult for some of us, as feminists,

to understand why prisons should concern us.

After all, a lot of our activism in the last few

decades has been focussed on trying to ensure

that the rights of women who are VICTIMS of

violence get heard and recognized. Perhaps we

wonder if it's possible for us to support female

victims of violence and female PERPETRA

TORS of violence at the same time, without

undermining our purpose. I believe very

strongly that becoming allies with women in

prisons is not only possible but necessary to

our struggles against oppression.

When I first envisioned what this special issue

on "Women & Canadian Prisons" would look

like, I anticipated that most of the feature

articles would have to be provided by prison

advocates, as I know how difficult it is for

women who are or have been in prison to share

their experiences publicly. If you're on the

inside, for example, anything you send out as

mail will be read by prison administration,

who will make the final decision on whether

you can ~end it or not. There is no privacy in

prison. Indeed, I received submissions that had

been altered by a censor's marker. Not to

mention that the stigma of having a criminal

record or of "doing time" is so great that many

people are afraid to go public with this

information - and who can blame them?

However, I put out a call for submissions to all

of the women's prisons and agencies that work

with women in prisons, and I was over

whelmed by the amount of writing that was

sent in from women who are or have been in

prison, particularly since we were working

with a pretty tight timeframe!

In the end, the majority of the writing in the

issue wound up being from women who have

personal experience of prison life. I believe

that there is no better way.to learn about the

stark inhumanity and injustice of our prison

system than to hear about women's experi

ences ofjails in their own words, and that is

exactly what the issue provides. Those

interested in reading a copy of the issue (which

is, sadly, to be the last issue of "Kinesis" ever

published) can check your local independent

bookstores or contact Vancouver Status of

Women at 255-3998.



Girl Power Summer Camp and 'Zine
2001

Amy Skinner

SFU's Summer Camp Program now includes 8
weeks of a specially designed day camp for
girls aged 9-12 years. The camp, entitled "Girl
Power," is intended to encourage the develop
ment of positive self-esteem as young girls
head into middlelhigh school. Running in
conjunction with the camp is the Women's
Studies Department sponsored 'zine. Written
and designed by Amy Skinner, this 'zine
covers a range of self-esteem related topics as
they affect young women. Articles range from
"Periods and Products: What is Going on
Down There?" to "Want/Need: How Advertis
ing Works," and "Do You Really Mean That?
Origin of Slang." Although written for a young
audience, this 'zine discusses serious feminist
issues in a fun and approachable manner. The
'zine is filled with pictures, quizzes, outra
geous ideas and inspirations, as well as cool
(but very informative) web sites.

Topics introduced in the 'zine form the basis
for activities and discussions throughout the
camp. Each participant in the Girl Power
summer camps received a copy of the 'zine.

Graduate Student Publications

Bhatara, Monica (2000). Untitled. In G. Jolly,
N. Pahuja, K. Vittala, & Z. Wadhwani (Eds.),
Bolo! Bolo! (pp. 147-152). Mississauga,
Ontario: The Kitchen Table Collective.

Chow, Ritz (2000). Fire at My Face: Growing
Up Immigrant. In P. W. Hall & V. M. Hwang
(Eds.), Anti-Asian Violence in North America:
Asian American and Asian Canadian:
Reflections on Hate, Healing and Resistance
(pp. 105-119). Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira.

Chow, Ritz "The Personal is Political:
Citizenship, Alienation and the Alienated Body
of Illness," Toward the Transformation of Race
and Gender Conference, Asian Centre, UBC,
May, 2001.

Chow, Ritz (2001). Poems: "a short metallic
sound" and "the answer is silence." In A.
Mathur (Ed.), Race Poetry, eh? Prairie Fire,
21(4).

Dean, Amber (Ed.) (2001). Prisons: Our
Forgotten Fortresses. Kinesis (Special Edition).

Dean,Amber. (2001) "The Eddy Line."
Women at the Millenium Issue. Fireweed: A
Feminist Quarterly a/Writing, Politics, Art,
and Culture.

Skinner, Amy (200 I). Girl Power. Zine
prepared for the Girl Power Summer Camps,
Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, Be.

Career Path
Josephine Mills

When I decided to do an M.A. in Women's
Studies in 1991, many people told me that they
feared I was destroying my future in the visual
arts. I had completed a B.A. in Art History,
been on the board of two artist-run centres in
Saskatoon and had a go.od start as a curator
and art critic. Women's Studies was not the
usual next step in this career as it would lead
away from a specialized approach to visual art
practice. However, I wanted to work on
contemporary art, not historical, and I wanted
to work on feminist theories that could support
new kinds of writing about art. Another major
factor in my decision was that I'd come out as
lesbian after my undergraduate degree and
wanted to focus on sexuality in art practice and
in relation to my own writing.

I decided that I didn't want to do the expected
M.A. in Art History when I didn't feel
committed and passionate about that approach.
I chose to pursue the research that was most
important to me and that I felt was the most
necessary for making changes within art
writing and gallery practices. The fact that job
prospects for curators were decidedly bleak
actually helped my decision: given that there
wasn't any guaranteed route for success, I was
free to follow the path I wanted.

Continuing my interest in contemporary art
and culture, I went on to do a Ph.D. in
Communication Studies at Concordia Univer
sity. Completing each of my degrees in
different academic disciplines did require more
work than had I stayed in one area, but the
result is worth it. I developed a truly interdisci
plinary approach that supports my writing on
contemporary art, my curating and work with
collections, and my research on gallery
practices.

While writing my dissertation, I ended up
moving back to Vancouver where I taught a
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couple of classes at SFU and also worked in
the public programs division of the VancQuver
Art Gallery (VAG). In a fortunate tum of
events, at the time I completed my degree I
was hired as a curatorial assistant at the VAG
and able to get a important experience working
in a larger art institution.

My career path took major tum recently when
my grounding in both academic and gallery
areas led to my position as the Director/
Curator of the University of Lethbridge Art
Gallery and as an Assistant Professor in the
Department ofArt. The University of
Lethbridge Art Gallery is nationally renowned
for its significant collection of art with about
13,000 works representing a wide diversity of
artists, movements, media, time periods and
geographical sources. (Yes, we have several
works by Picasso and other notable names).
The Department ofArt recognised my feminist
perspective as an asset in terms of building the
art collection and teaching museum studies.

I can only sound like a cliche when I say that
I'm excited about the challenges and prospects
of working with this amazing collection. I'm
most delighted by the fact that I get to stay in
both of the areas that I love - I am curating
and working with art, but I am also teaching
and producing academic research. It is ironic
that the best career choice I made was to give
up on trying to make the "right" moves, and
thereby ended up with a unique combination of
skills and research that put me on the perfect
route to the job I now hold.

Josephine Mills
Photo credit: Linda Sawchyn



tlJ.e answer is silence
Ritz Chow

there is no war like a holy war against chinatown natives
and we are all praying with salted fish durian
incense sticks smelling out this neo-colonial intent

Reprinted with permission from, "Race Poetry, Eh?" A Poetic Supplement to Prairie Fire, Vol.21,
0.4 (March 200 I) Supplement Editor: Ashok Mathur

Ritz is a graduate studcnt in Women's Studies

I coordinated The Stress Project at Women and
Work in Burnaby, BC from 1992 to 1993. For
that project I interviewed women in eight
occupational groups in five locations in BC to
determine how changes in the global economy
were affecting their work and health. Among
the negative effects were job loss for garment
workers and shoreworkers, harassment to work
harder and longer without breaks in the food
processing industry and a serious intensifica
tion in the volume and variety of work for
nurses, to name only a few.

raphy-which is just as well. I find the content
and the degree of hostility depicted in pornog
raphy too depressing to contemplate in any
ongoing way. And I find the reach of the
pornographic imagination into private as well
as public spaces through media depictions
overwhelming and numbing. But, there is good
news! My other interests in supporting women
and in learning about factors affecting
women's health have found expression in some
of the projects I've worked on. I'm going to
tell you about three of those projects here.

In the mid 1990s I coordinated a PAR (Partici
patory Action Research) project in North
Vancouver, Be. It was called Fostering Older
Women sEmotional Well Being: Reducing
Benzodiazepine Use. The purposes of that
project were to raise conscious among older
women about the medicalization of women's
lives, increase awareness about the harmful
effects ofbenzodiazepines and develop

Some of the things I've done in the last
decade...

Valerie Oglov

In October 200 I, I will be attending the AC
National conference in Hull, Quebec and
would be happy to collect information on
specific topics,'committees that are of interes1

to Women's Studies Faculty and students.
Please contact me if you have an area of
interest, question, or concern.

Since I graduated with a MA in Women's
Studies in 1991, I have worked on a number of
very interesting projects that called upon my
research and analytical skills. None of them
had anything to do with my thesis on pornog-

never need no white boy asking me if i speak
cantonese so he can tell me damnation
in my mother tongue because really
what do i say anyway with english dreams splashing
my mind's eye as his young slicked-back smile twists
into an angry pout whcn i tell him i don't want to answer
the invasive questions the bible gives him
bravery to ask as if his white youth could
erase his lean experience as if i needed
saving in my beatific poetic solitude

AC-BC
Amy Skinner

don't need another white boy telling me god
with his nametag in kanji and english white
on black: elder wollesley: on the dupont street bus
on a cloudy friday afternoon when the sky's hissing for a fit
he holds his vinyl-bound black book tight

chinatown doesn't need white boys in white shirts
breaking into conversation in mandarin
cantonese on the spadina bus and goading tired women and men
on their way home clutching cooked meats
and tired bodies against plastic scats why
these white boys practice missionary techniques
displaced colonial sharpshooters swinging bus to bus
aping language hawking culture to convert the disparate chinese
the ones with their teeth missing their souls
lost in ancient temples and dusty windowless factories

As the Women's Studies Department repre
sentative to Be's chapter of the National
Action Committee on the Status of Women, I
have had the opportunity to participate 10 the
2001 annual general meeting. NAC-BC has
recently become a legal 'society' in order to
best compete for provincial research grants and
upport the recent acquisition of a permanent

office space. The major tOPICS covered at the
AGM included: discussions of the implications
of being a legally recognised 'society';
ongoing research into conditions of child
poverty in BC; possible upcoming research
projects; and new fundraising initiatives.

Val Oglov (right) with Maria Diamondi in
Crete
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alternative methods of coping with the kinds of
problems benzodiazepines are most commonly
prescribed for: anxiety, insomnia and grief.

Most recently, I have been involved in a
variety of projects for the BCNukon Society
of Transition Houses in Vancouver. I've trained
transition house workers throughout the
province. I've written position papers on
restorative justice and custody and access
decisions and their relation to violent men. I
also coordinated the first province-wide pilot
evaluation ofCWWA (Children Who Witness
Abuse) programs and conducted research on
what women need from the criminal justice,
social service, education, and health care
systems after they leave abusive relationships.

I was very honoured to present the results of
the latter two projects described above on
behalf of BCNukon at an international
conference on 'family' (read male) violence in
Nicosia, Cyprus in November, 2000. That
conference dovetailed beautifully with my
holiday on Crete and in Macedonia, Greece.

I went to Rome a few years ago as well. I have
discovered that I love those Mediterranean
countries. So, if anyone needs research done in
Italy, Cyprus or Greece, just call me, ok? I am
currently working at the MS Society of
Canada, BC Division, as a Community
Services Coordinator and enjoying it very
much.

SFU Pro-Choice Coalition
Jamie McGough

Choice is about the empowerment of women.
We know that the existence of safe, legal and
accessible abortion is one of the necessary
tools in this struggle. Although free access to
abortion is supported by a majority of Canadi
ans, this access continues to be threatened on a
number of fronts, ranging from the political
influence of the far right and cutbacks in fully
funded abortion services to availability issues
in small or rural centres. Acts of violence
contribute to an atmosphere of fear that
continues to restrict women's access. Finally, a
major component of reproductive freedom
remains the open availability of reliable
information.

The SFU Pro-Choice Coalition is a group that
seeks to promote an active and visible pro
choice voice on campus. Concerned individu
als and various campus groups, including (but

not limited to) the SFU Women's Centre and
the Simon Fraser Public Interest Group are
active in the coalition, which functions as a
collective. Through postering, leafleting, and
other campaigns, the group works to encour
age a campus environment where pro-choice
information can be shared openly. Efforts in
this direction include information tables,
networking with other pro-choice sources
(such as the Women's Centre), as well as the
occasional film screening (most recently "If
These Walls Could Talk"). Through informa
tional displays, the coalition also promotes
pro-choice events in the broader community,
such as Rock for Choice, a long-standing
concert/fund-raiser and regular event in
Vancouver.

In the recent past, the coalition mobilized
broad support to oppose and visibly counteract
the presence of the "GAP" (or "Genocide
Awareness Project") in Convocation Mall at
SFU. The GAP, a roving anti-choice display
that has visited SFU and other Canadian
universities, aims to shock with its graphic
juxtapositions of abortion and genocide. The
SFU coalition set up a counter-display of pro
choice information surrounding the area that
acted as a focal and organizational point for
opposition of the offensive GAP display. The
massive show of support for the pro-choice
display made a clear statement. People will
continue to struggle against a climate of
intimidation and misinformation propagated by
those who oppose reproductive freedom for
women.

To get involved with the SFU Pro-Choice
Coalition, look for our information table at
clubs days, or else contact the SFU Women's
Centre or SFPIRG. Show them that we will not
go back!

Running for Green
Andrea Welling

Andrea Welling, a Women's Studies MA
graduate ran for the Green Party in the last
provincial election. When not running in
elections, she works to provide organic
vegetables through her own business, Ladybug
Organics (bugus@ladybugorganics.com).
Below are some of her comments about being
a candidate.

"It's not easy being green" says Kermit the
Frog and during my first foray into politics in
the 1997 Federal election in Calgary Center it
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was pretty tough to be green. The CBC in
Calgary would not cover anyone from the
Green Party and during the whole 3 week
campaign I managed to get one newspaper
article in the Calgary Herald. I was pleased
with my 893 votes- the best ever for a Green
Party candidate in Alberta. Still, it wasn't easy.

The 200 I BC Provincial Election felt com
pletely different. I felt part of a movement,
change, excitement and anticipation. Every
afternoon I seemed to hear Adrian Carr on
CBC radio on a variety of programs. Green
Party was on the lips of the media and in my
riding the local Langley Advance reporter was
calling me every couple of days to include my
perspective on issues. Excited voters talked to
me about coming out of the closet and being
proud to call themselves green. The Green
Party was included in the televised debates and
I participated in my own riding's television
debate.

The Green Party moved from about 2% of the
popular vote in Fort Langley/Aldergrove in the
last provincial election to finish second in the
riding with 11.5% of the popular vote with
2,766 votes! It felt like victory to me. I was
quite surprised to beat the NDP candidate.

I basically had no lead time into the campaign.
With my very busy life and a new business, I
did not commit to the running in the election
until two days before the writ was dropped.
Therefore, we were running like mad for the
entire 30 days! However, I had a self-moti
vated, organized and keen crew of volunteers
who really made the whole campaign possible.
From the web-site creator to editors, photogra
phers, media experts, leafleters, stuffers, sign
creators, silk screen makers, election and
Green party policy experts, I felt strongly
supported. All together we distributed 8500
leaflets (1500 in Fort Langley, 2500 in
Aldergrove and 4500 in Walnut Grove) and
had 80 signs with good coverage throughout
the riding. I felt prepared, calm and able to
speak fast on my feet during the all-candidates
debates, including the televised debate.

The challenges that lie ahead for me include:
I) creating a local constituency association, 2)
finding time to stay involved in local issues, 3)
working to make the media more supportive of
Green Party issues, 4) working for a propor
tional representation system at the provincial
level, and 4) getting to Green Party meetings
in Vancouver.



Vagina. Monologues Big Hit FACULTY NEWS

Faculty Research Interests

Back row (I to r): Sidney McLean, Pam Reddy, Lucy Hall Patch, Aisling Joe, Andrea Lacey
Front row (I to r): Amy Skinner, Taryn McCormick

The Vagina Monologues was held in Images
Theatre, on Valentine's Day and the place was
full-about 500 people. Two Women's Studies
graduate students, Taryn McCormick and Amy
Skinner produced, directed, and performed in
the show which involved 22 performers. Other
performers included: Peta Brookstone, Judy
Chiao, Celeste Childerhose, Lexie Crewson,
Rebekah Grayston, Aisling Joe, Karina Jolin,
Amy Judd, Sarah Klymson, Claudia Kroehl,
Jamie McGough, Andrea Lacey, Sidney
McLean, Angela Muir, Lucy Hall Patch, Karen
Peters, Melanie Ratard, Pam Reddy, Laura
Rooke, Gisele da Silva, and Anika Stafford.
Amelie McLean was the Lighting Coordinator,
Laura Rooke was the Media Liaison, and
Rebekah Grayston and Gisele da Silva were
Gallery Coordinators. Volunteers from
Douglas College gave a sign language
interpretation of the performance. The

performance was supported by donations from
the Office of the President at SFU, the SFU
Women's Centre, the SFU Women's Studies
Department, and International Parking
Consultants Ltd.

All proceeds from tickets and a silent auction
(over $5000) were donated to the Downtown
Eastside Women's Centre and Vancouver Rape
Relief & Women's Shelter. The Vagina
Monologues performance was a part of the V
day campaign to end violence against women
and to proclaim Valentine's Day as the day to
celebrate women and demand the end of abuse.
This was the third year of the V-Day College
Initiative which works with colleges and
universities around the world to support
dramatic productions ofThe Vagina Mono
logues.
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Below are brief descriptions by each of the
regular faculty in Women's Studies of their
ongoing research projects.

Marjorie Griffin Cohen: Two specific and
immediate projects I am working on deal with
the World Trade Organization: 1) One that I
am just beginning has a working title: "Future
Tense: What Women Should Fear from
Negotiations on Services in the WTO." The
focus here will be the current negotiations on
the General Agreement on Trade in Services
and the ways in which these negotiations will
critically undermine public education and
health care; and 2) The other research that I
have begun deals with the problems inherent in
trying to include labour and environmental
legislation in existing international trade
legislation.

Meredith Kimball: I am working on a long
term project on the history of women in
psychology and psychoanalysis. I am continu
ing my work on Bertha Pappenheim, exploring
the feminist implications of her translations of
Mary Wollstonecraft's, A Vindication ofthe
Rights of Woman and GIiikel of Hameln's
Memoirs. I also plan to explore the work of
Mary Whiton Calkins, an early pioneer in the
field of psychology.

Jackie Levitin: Together with Valerie Raoul
and Judith Plessis of UBC, I am editing a book
that brings together the ideas of critics and the
words of guest filmmakers at the successful
"Women Filmmakers: Refocussing" confer
ence that SFU and UBC sponsored in 1999.

Marilyn MacDonald: I am finishing the
second phase of a study of the incorporation of
feminist critiques of science into the teaching,
research and community service activities of
faculty in Canadian universities (phase I,
Women's Studi.es; Phase 2, Natural and
Applied Sciences). I am also collaborating
with Ruby Heap to organize a WS and Science
and Engineering portion of an international
conference of Women in Science and Engi
neering (WISE) (Ottawa, 2002); and writing a
chapter for a book on women and science and
engineering (eds. Ruby Heap, Monique Frize).
I am continuing the development of a course
on "In whose image? gender and creativity in



feminist critiques of science and religion, as
explored in women's science fiction", and an
ecological critique of ecofeminist theory.

Mary Lynn Stewart: This summer, I am
revising a paper on haute couture designers'
responses to illegal copying (or pirating) of
their designs in the interwar, based largely on
patent and commercial law records, which I
will submit to a journal in the fall. This paper/
article is part of my ongoing research project
entitled "Fabricating Meaning: Clothing
Bourgeois Frenchwomen, 1919-1939," for
which I received a SSHRC Small Grant this
year. I am also writing a paper on "Sex
Initiation and Sex Education of French Girls in
the Interwar" for presentation at a conference
on European Adolescents to be held in
Bielefeld, Germany, in October. This paper
expands upon research done for my just
published book on physical culture for
Frenchwomen.

Sue Wendell: For several years, I have been
studying the ethics and politics of psychoso
matic medicine, especially the influence of
gender, race and class on psychosomatic
diagnosis. I am also doing philosophical
analysis of current causal theories of psychoso
matic illness (theories of mind-body interac
tion) and the implications of those theories for
diagnosis and treatment of physical symptoms,
especially in women. I anticipate that this work
will eventually result in a book on psychoso
matic medicine. As part of this project, I have
been writing an analysis of the quasi-psycho
analytic theories of historian of medicine,
Edward Shorter, and of feminist literary/
cultural critic, Elaine Showalter (whose ideas
on this topic were heavily influenced by
Shorter's theories). Their work on women's
alleged psychosomatic illnes es is widely-read
in the humanities and influential in popular
culture.

Habiba Zaman: My current research interest
focuses on immigrant women/women of
colour in Canada as the central point in my
analysis while exploring the role of globaliza
tion on women's migration, labour rights,
especially women workers' rights, and
women's mobilization against multi-layered
globalization ranging from economic to
military forms.

Collaborative Research Project with
Philippine Women's Centre

Habiba Zaman

In collaboration with the Philippine Women's
Centre in Vancouver, British Columbia, I am
conducting an investigation into policies of
both Canada and the Philippines that paved the
way for the feminization of migration and the
de-skilling of Filipino women workers. Since
Fall 2000, several focus group interviews have
been successfully conducted. The objective of
this study is to bring to the surface the Filipino
women's migration and the exploitative
conditions they work and live in due to
unequal relationship between Canada and the
Philippines. The project intends to formulate
an action plan to rectify the de-skilling
process, to establish basic human rights for
migrant workers and to improve working
conditions for immigrant/migrant workers in
the racialized and sexualized labour market in
Canada. This collaborative project is part of a
multi-nation research project entitled Neo
Liberal Globalism and Its Challengers:
Sustainability in the Semi-periphery and has
been funded by SSHRC's Major Collaborative
Research Initiative (MCR!) grant.

Special Issue Focuses on Women and
Disability
Sue Wendell

In 2000, I interrupted my work on psychoso
matic medicine to focus on helping to produce
two Special Issues of Hypatia on Women and
Disability and writing a new article to be
included in the first issue. Although I regretted
this interruption to my major long-term
research project, I felt that my commitment to
fostering feminist philosophical work on
disability required me to accept the invitation
from the Hypatia editors to co-edit the special
issue (which became two issues because of the
number of good articles submitted). The article
I am contributing to the first issue, "Unhealthy
Disabled: Treating Chronic Illnesses as
Disabilities," is based on my recent reading in
disability studies and the development of my
thinking since the publication of The Rejected
Body in 1996.

Thc first Hypatia Special Issue will contain
several articles in feminist philosophy of
disability that I think break new ground in
discussing mental disabilities, including one on
women's mental illnesses, one on adult-onset
head injury, and one on cognitive ableism in
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feminist philosophy and women's roles in the
history of mental retardation. Other contribu
tors debate the value of various theoretical
approaches to accounting for the interaction of
oppressions in the lives of women with
disabilities; there are challenges to social
constructionism, the most popular theory of
disability among disability activists, and also
defenses of it. I expect this Hypatia issue and
the second one (still in preparation) to be
important in introducing new topics as well as
advancing feminist discussion of more familiar
issues in the philosophy of disability.

Faculty Research Grants

Marjorie Griffin Cohen and Habiba Zaman
are involved in a 5-year, $1.4 million dollar
Major Collaborative Research Initiative
(MCRI) grant which focuses on a multi-nation
research project, Neo-Liberal Globalism and
Its Challengers: Sustainability in the Semi
periphery. A total of eighteen researchers from
Canada, Mexico, Norway and Australia will
work together to develop research projects to
examine the economic, ecological, political
and social sustainability of globalism. Marjorie
will be heading the team on economic and
ecological sustainability. Part of the grant will
be used to fund the research of graduate
students at SFU who will be working on issues
related to globalism.

Rosemary Gagan and David Gagan have been
awarded a SSHRCC Aid to Scholarly Publica
tions Programme grant for the publication of
their manuscript, For patients ofModerate
Means: A Social History ofthe Voluntary
General Hospital, 1880-1950.

Jacqueline Levitin: Since last year, I have
been working with a great team of researchers
headed by Dara Culhane, of the Sociology and
Anthropology Department at SFU, on a
SSHRC Strategic Grant documenting the
effects of good and safe housing on the lives of
women in the Downtown Eastside. In August
of2000, a number of us undertook a mini
research project to test our methodologies
which included employing local women as
"Community Based Advisors". I recorded the
workings of the group and am at present
editing the results. I also recently began
teaching a video workshop to a group of very
enthusiastic local women at the Downtown
Eastside Women's Centre. The idea was to
help them feel more knowledgable about
media-making in charge of their media image.



Below is a list of some of the publications,
conference papers, and talks published and
presented by Women's Studies faculty,
associate faculty, and instructors throughout
the past year.

Publications

Bociurkiw, Marysya (Director). (2000).
Unspoken Territory. Montreal: National Film
Board of Canada.

Bociurkiw, Marysya (200 I). Tragedy and
Lust in their Eyes. Prairie Fire, 22.

Brand, Dionne (200 I). A Map to the Door of
No Return. Toronto: Doubleday.

Cohen, Marjorie Griffin, & Braid, K. (2000).
Training and Equity Initiatives on the British
Columbia Vancouver Island Highway Project:
A Model for Large-Scale Construction
Projects. Labour Studies Journal, 25, 70-103.

Cohen, Marjorie Griffin (2000). The General
Agreement on Trade in Services: Threats to
Public Post-Secondary Education in Australia.
Australian University Review, (Fall), 9-15.

Cohen, Marjorie Griffin (2000). Trading
Away the Public System: The WTO and Post
Secondary Education. In J. L. Turk (Ed.), The
Corporate Campus: Commercialization and
the Dangers to Canada s Colleges and
Universities (pp. 123-141). Toronto: James
Lorimer.

Cohen, Marjorie Griffin (2000). Rethinking
Global Strategies. In S. McBride & 1.
Wiseman (Eds.), Globalization and its
Discontents (pp. 200-213). New York:
Macmillian and S1. Martin's.

Gagan, Rosemary, & Gagan, David (2001).
"Evil Reports" for "Ignorant minds"? Patient
Experience and Public Confidence in the
Emerging Modem Hospital: Vancouver
General Hospital, 1912. Canadian Bulletin of
Medical History, 18.

J(jmball, Meredith (200 I). Gender Similari
ties and Differences as Feminist Contradic
tions. In R. Unger (Ed.), Handbook ofPsychol
ogy ofWomen and Gender. New York: Wiley.

Levitin, Jacqueline, Raoul, v., & Plessis, J.
(Eds.) (In Press). Women Filmmakers:
Refocussing. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press.

Levitin, Jacqueline (In Press). Making Films
in Canada and India: An Introduction to the
Work of Deepa Mehta. In J. Levitin, V. Raoul,
and 1. Plessis (Eds.) Women Filmmakers:
Refocussing. Vancouver, BC: UBC Press.

Stewart, Mary Lynn (2000). For Health and
Beauty: Physical Culture for Frenchwomen,
1880s-1930s. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins Press.

Stewart, Mary Lynn, & Janovicek, ancy.
(2001). Slimming the Female Body:
Reevaluating Dress, Corsets, and Physical
Culture in France, 1890s-1930s. Fashion
Theory, The Journal ofDress, Body & Culture,
5, (2), 173-194.

Wendell, Susan (2000). "Women and
Disability." In Lorraine Code, (Ed), Encyclo
pedia ofFeminist Theories. London:
Routledge.

Wendell, Susan, Kittay, E., & Silvers, A.
(200 I). Co-editors Hypatia: A Journal of
Feminist Philosophy, Two Special Issues on
Women and Disability to appear in Fall 2001
and Spring 2002.

Wendell, Susan (2001). Unhealthy Disabled:
Treating Chronic Illness as Disabilities.
Hypatia: A Journal ofFeminist Philosophy.
Special issue on Women and Disability, Fall
2001.

Zaman, Habiba (2000). Labour Rights,
Networking, and Empowerment: Mobilizing
Garment Workers in Bangladesh. In M. Porter
& E. Judd (Eds.), Femists Doing Development
(pp. 158-171). London: Zed Press.

Zaman, Habiba (2001). Paid Work and Socio
Political Consciousness of Garment Workers in
Bangladesh. Journal ofContemporary Asia,
31, 145-160.

Zaman, Habiba (2000). Review of Women
Working the NAFTA Food Chain: Women,
Food and Globalization by D. Barndt (Ed.).
Resources for Feminist Research, 27, 173-175.
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Conference Papers and Academic
Presentations

Bociurkiw, Marysya "Rewriting Memory, Re
presenting Trauma," Begine Women's Centre,
Berlin, Germany, May, 200 I .

Brand, Dionne "History and Imagination:
Writing At the Full and Change ofthe Moon,"
Lansdowne Lecture, University of Victoria,
October, 2000.

Cohen, Marjorie Griffin "Education and
Electricity-Implications for Public Provid
ers." BC Government Symposium on Trade in
Services (GATS), Vancouver, September 2000.

Levitin, Jacqueline "Using Film in a Cross
Disciplinary Project in a Poor Neighborhood."
Film Studies Association of Canada annual
meeting, Quebec City, May 2001.

Levitin, Jacqueline "Imaging the Poor and
'Down and Out'" Console-ing Passions
Conference, Bristol, England, July 2001.

Mary Lynn Stewart "Fabrics and Feminin
ity." 47th Annual Meeting of the Society for
French Historical Studies, Chapel Hill, North
Carolina, March 2001.

Zaman, Habiba "The Feminization of
Migration: Examples from Bangladesh and the
Philippines," International Colloquium:
Globalization, Societies, Cultures, Humanities
and Social Sciences Federation of Canada,
Edmonton, May, 2000.

Zaman, Habiba, Tubajon, G., & Sioson, J.
"Women against Globalization: The Case of
the Philippine Women Centre in Vancouver,
B.C.", Canadian Sociology and Anthropology
Association Meeting, Edmonton, May, 2000.

Zaman, Habiba "Developing Curriculum
about Asian Women," Women's Studies Asian
Connections Conference, UBC Centre for
Research in Women's Studies and Gender
Relations, Vancouver, November, 2000.

Zaman, Habiba "The Feminization of
Migration, Poverty, and the De-skilling of
Women Workers: How are Immigrant!
Women's Groups Mobilizing against Global
Forces?" Global Turbulence: Instability in

ational and International Political Economy
International Conference, Vancouver, July,
2001.



Community Talks

Cohen, Marjorie Griffin Adjudicator for
Women's Rights Tribunal, Vancouver Aborigi
nal Friendship Centre, Vancouver, October,
2000.

Cohen, Marjorie Griffin "Danger to Public
Services" Everything for Sale: What's New at
the WTO, Vancouver Community College,
Vancouver, September 2000.

Cohen, Marjorie Griffin "The Environmental
Consequences of Energy Deregulation,"
Environmental Network Conference, Victoria,
April 2001.

Gagan, Rosemary "The History of Canadian
Women's History," Coquitlam University
Women's Club, Vancouver, October 2000.

Kimball, Meredith "From 'Anna 0.' to
Bertha Pappenheim: Transforming Private Pain
to Public Action," British Columbia Psycho
logical Association Annual Conference,
Vancouver, November, 2000.

Kimball, Meredith "Recovered Memory, Dr.
Freud and Issues ofTruth," Bukowski's, SFU
Philosopher's Cafe, Vancouver, January, 2001.

Kimball, Meredith "Seniors and Sexuality,"
Health Watch, Edmonds Community Centre,.
Burnaby, January, 2001.

Mary Lynn Stewart "Dressed for All
Occasions: Haute Couture After World War I,"
Seniors' Group, Surrey, February 200 I.

Wendell, Susan "A New Meaning for
Manners in an Egalitarian Society," University
Women's Club, SFU Philosopher's Cafe,
Vancouver, April 200 I.

Zaman, Habiba "Women Against Globaliza
tion: The Case of the Philippine Women
Centre in Vancouver," Keynote address,
Women of Colour Resisting Globalization
Conference, University ofVictoria Women's
Centre, Victoria, March, 2000.

Zaman, Habiba "Feminization of Migration,
Poverty and De-skilling of Women Workers:
The Case of Canada," Arts Colloquium Series,
Okanagan University College, Kelowna,
March, 200 I.

Andrea Lebowitz Retires

Andrea Lebowitz joined SFU as a Charter
Faculty Member in 1965. During her long
career here she made major contributions as a
teacher, administrator, and researcher. She was
a member of the English Department until
1997 serving as an Instructor, Senior Lecturer,
and Associate Professor. In 1997 she moved to
the Women's Studies Department as an
Associate Professor.

Known as an outstanding teacher from the
beginning, she received the first SFU Excel
lence in Teaching Award in 1983 and the
national 3M Teaching Award in 1989. Her
classes were both lively and demanding and
she taught a wide range of courses in both
English and Women's Studies. In English she
taught all of the introductory English courses;
Chaucer; Shakespeare; Austen, the Brontes,
Thackeray, Eliot; Hardy, Conrad, Joyce,
Lawrence; British Writers of World War II and
after; Studies in Critical Approaches to
Literature; Studies in Drama; and Honors
Seminar. In Women's Studies she taught
Introduction to Women's Issues in Canada;
Women in Canada, 1600-1920; Women in
Canada, 1920 to Present; Nature Writing;
Feminist Literary Criticism; and Women and
Opera.

As an
administrator
she made
manyout
standing
contributions
to both of her
departments
and to Simon
Fraser
University as a
whole. As
much as any

Andrea Lebowitz single faculty
member, she has made SFU what it is today.
Her vision, commitment and energy were
responsible for the creation of the Women's
Studies Department, one of the first in North
America. Without her drive it is doubtful the
department would have ever come into being.
She served as the first Coordinator of Women's
Studies from 1975 to 1977 and again in 1987
1988. Later she served as the Chair of the
Graduate Program in Women's Studies and
developed the course-based option in the MA
program. She also served as Associate
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Chairperson in English a number of times and
as Associate Dean ofArts from 1992 to 1996.
She was the Chair of the Task Force on Quality
of Service in 1990, chaired a number of
university committees, and served on even
more.

As a researcher she published in the areas of
feminist literary criticism and women's nature
writing. Of particular note are three recent
major works: Star Gazing: Charting Feminist
Literary Criticism, published by CRIAW in
1992; Living in Harmony: Nature Writing by
Women in Canada, published by Orca Book
Publisher in 1996; and Gilean Douglas:
Writing nature Finding Home which she
coauthored with Gillian Milton and was
published by Sono Nis in 1999. Gilean
Douglas: Writing nature Finding Home was
nominated for the Hubert Evans Non-fiction
Prize which is one of the BC Book Prizes.

Andrea not only got things done, as you can
see from this selected list of her accomplish
ments, she has always been a fine colleague.
We will miss her greatly, but wish her well in
all she chooses to do in retirement, and hope
that she may even find the time to come back
as teach a Women's Studies course from time
to time.

Thoughts Upon Retirement
Andrea Lebowitz

36 years! It doesn't seem possible. But the
facts are there: I started to teach at SFU in
September of 1965 when the university opened
and I am about to take early retirement on
August 31. It has been a wonderful career,
offering me many opportunities for new and
innovative work. Not the least among these
challenges was to be one of the founders of the
Department ofWomen's Studies. Begun in
1975 as a minor program, WS has gone on to
become a department offering many degrees
including a Masters. As I exit stage left, the
department is poised to establish a PhD. Since
modesty is not one of my strong suits, I am
very happy and honoured to have been part of
this history.

Throughout my many years, first in the
department of English, and now in Women's
Studies, teaching has always had pride of
place. I have been acknowledged with teaching
awards, and my final teaching semester was a
joy. The course on women and opera that I



developed only three years ago had .~ wonder
ful run culminated by a gala closing night at
the opera in the final class. While this class
was quite large, my other course, feminist
literary criticism, had a small but intrepid band
of hearty students willing to read more than is
good for any pair of eyes-young or old. In
addition to the pleasure of the students'
company, the course was a golden opportunity
for me to reread and review the major critical
works of feminist literary criticism since 1975.
I leave and hope leave my students with a
retrospective of the body of writing in which I
have worked myself for the last 25 years. My
final work has been involved with Gilean
Douglas, the subject of my last book. Co
author, Jill Milton and I have been preparing
re-issue of Douglas' writing that has been out
of print for some time.

People have asked me to gaze into the crystal
ball and opine on the future of this institution
and all universities in Canada. Regrettably I
have no predictions although I have the same
fears that many people have expressed on the
future of critical research and tcaching . I do,
however, have a word of advice: keep the
needs of the students, undergraduate as well as
graduate, firmly tied to the world of research
and hold tight to the notion that the informed,
thinking citizen is what we all aim to be and
hope to foster.

Habiba Zaman Awarded Tenure and
Promotion

During the past year Dr. Habiba Zaman was
awarded tenure and promotion to Associate
Professor. Dr. Zaman received her BA in
Political Science from the University of
Dhaka, Bangladesh, her MA in Political
Science at the University of Manitoba, and her
PhD in Anthropology at the Univer ity of
Manitoba. She joined the Women's Studies
department as an Assistant Professor in 1995.
Since joining the department she has been an
active teacher, developing many courses since
she came to SFU, including Women in Cross
Cultural Perspective, Female Roles in Contem
porary Society, Researching Women's Issues,
Women and Work: Production and Reproduc
tion, Gender and Development, Women of
Colour in Canada, and Methodological Issues
in Women's Studies. As a researcher she has
explored several issues as they impact on
women in Bangladesh including women's

work, purdah, violence against women, gender
and work in rural Bangladesh, the Taslima
Nasrin controversy and feminism in Bangla
desh, and the experiences of women garment
workers. She is currently involved in a large
interdisciplinary, muti-university grant, Neo
liberal Globalism and its Challengers:
Sustainability in the Semi-periphery. Her
project on this grant is a collaboration with the
Philippine Women's Centre to examine and
improve the conditions that face immigrant
women workers in Canada.

Habiba Zaman

Dr. Zaman has also been an active contributor
to the department and university. She has
served on many committees, including the
Ethnic and Intercultural Relations Steering
committee, Faculty ofArts Employment
Equity Committee, the Ruth Wynn Woodward
Liaison Committee, and the Women's Studies
Undergraduate and Graduate Committee. She
has served as library representative for the
Women's Studies Department, as Chair of both
the Women's Studies Graduate Committee and
the Margaret Lowe Benston Lectureship for
Social Justice Issues. In this last capacity she
organized the visits of Linda McQuaig and
Heidi Hartman.

Jackie Levitin Travels to China

During October and ovember 2000, Jackie
Levitin, a faculty member in Women's Studies
and the School for Contemporary Arts,
traveled to China. While in China she lectured,
met with faculty and students, visited archives,
film studios and film institutes, and purchased
video copies of films for her teaching in
Canada. She lectured at Peking University, the
Academy of Chinese Arts, Zhengzhou
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University, and the Social Arts Institute of
Chongqing University. She toured the Beijing
Film Studios, the Chinese Film Academy, the
China Film Archive-China Film Art Research
Centre, and the Xi'an Film Studios. She
interviewed Shou Yuan Jun who is the head of
a very popular television program "Half the
Sky" which appears almost daily and addresses
women's issues.

Marilyn MacDonald Gives Sabbatical
Talk

In keeping with a Women's Studies tradition
that faculty share the results of their sabbatical
leave research with their colleagues, Marilyn
MacDonald gave a talk in March, 200 I
entitled, "Transforming Biology/Converting
Women's Studies: Using Science Fiction to
Explore Feminist Critiques of Science and
Religion". The talk addressed some of the
pedagogical challenges of using science fiction
(a notoriously masculinist genre) to query both
the 'woman' question in science/religion, and
the 'science; religion' question in feminism
(borrowing from Sandra Harding's critique of
science). The approach has been used in the
development of a third year WS course (which
won an award in an international competition
on postsecondary courses on science and
religion, sponsored by the Berkeley-based
Center for Theology and Natural Sciences). In
addition, it will be used in a participatory
research project, based in coastal communities
in Nova Scotia and British Columbia.

Women's Studies Postdoctoral Fellow

Dr. Roksana Bahramitash will hold a Post
Doctoral Fellow, under Marjorie Griffin
Cohen, in the Women's Studies Department at
SFU during 2001-2002. The fellowship is
through "The Globalism Project," which is a
$1.4 million project involving twenty research
ers in Canada, Mexico, Norway, and Australia.
Marjorie Griffin Cohen is one of the four
principle investigators of this project. Dr.
Bahramitash's research will focus on glo
balism and women's poverty.



Community Events.

My Visit to the Muskoti Learning
Centre

MaIjorie Griffin Cohen

In April 2001 I gave a talk to women at the
Muskoti Learning Centre on the Saulteau
Reserve near Chetwynd, B.C. These women
are from the Saulteau and West Moberly Lake
bands who want to do construction work on
highways.

Some of these women already had experience
in building highways, others had construction
experience, but not specifically on highways,
and some had no construction experience at
all, but wanted to know how they could get it.
All women who want to work on highway
construction projects face enormous barriers,
but these are not insurmountable. In B.C. the
building of the Vancouver Island Highway was
unique in its commitment to train both women
and First ations for highway building.

In 2000 Kate Braid and I produced a study,
"The Road to Equity: Training Women and
First ations on the Vancouver Island High
way-A Model for Large-Scale Construction
Projects." In this project we interviewed the
people involved in the equity initiative specifi
cally to find out why the project succeeded and
to understand the experiences of the women
and First ations. Our report analyzed what
worked and what did not, how resistance to the
intiative was overcome, and how sexism and
racism were manifest and treated.

My task at the Muskoti Learning Centre was to
explain why the Vancouver Island Highway
Project (VIHP) worked so well and to discover
if there was any way the lessons learned from
the project could help the women in Northern
B.C.

Throughout a four-hour, free-ranging session,
the women determined that their best option
would be to try to organize themselves into a
firm that would bid on local projects, both for
highway work and for pipeline construction.
They even went so far as to name their firm
"Yia ulth" which means "woman" in Cree. Of
course bringing this company to fruition is an
Amazonian task and there are a great many
obstacles in the way. Nevertheless, the women
were encouraged by the success of the VIHP
and by the notion that they could get some
help from various women's and First Nations'
groups who have had previous experiences
with getting women into construction work.

International Women's Day in Fort
elson

The Women's Studies Travelling Speakers'
Series sponsored Meredith Kimball who
traveled to Fort Nelson to take part in the
International Women's Day Celebrations. Fort
Nelson has a very active women's community
and many women took part in the celebrations.
Debra Rymer, Coordinator of the Fort Nelson
Women's Resource Centre, worked with the
Women's Society Board of Directors and
others in the community to organize an event
filled day and evening.

All day the Clothesline Project was on display
at Northern Lights College. Katie Stuart and
Gisele Morais worked as artistic facilitators for
this project. As in many other places, the
Clothesline Project was carried out by
survivors of abuse and violence. Each woman
decorated a t-shirt in a way that reflected her
experience of violence and her desire to end
violence against women and children. The t
shirts in Fort Nelson were displayed along one
whole hall of the college and generated much
interest throughout the day and evening. In the
evening more than 30 people attended a series
of events held at Northern Lights College.
Snacks and conversation began the evening.
Rosemarie McDermott, a representative from
the orthern Rockies Aboriginal Women's
Society, welcomed everyone on behalf of the
Northern Rockies Aboriginal Women's
Society. This was followed by a short concert
given by Katie Stuart, Jackie Riggs and Val
Reddin. The film "Killing Us Softly III" and a
talk, "Freud and the Recovered Memory
Debate", by Meredith Kimball were next. The
evening closed with singing and drumming by
Gerri MacDonald.

Left to Right: Susan McCabe, Anouk
Villmaire, Debra Rymer, Katie Stuart,

Meredith Kimball, Julie Sheldon,
and Bridget Uhl

Travelling Speakers' Bureau

One of the community programs associated
with the Ruth Wynn Woodward Endowment is
the Travelling Speakers' Bureau. A list of
speakers and topics is circulated to women's
centers throughout BC and the Yukon. These
groups then request a speaker for a local event.
When a speaker can be matched up with a
local event somewhere in BC or the Yukon, the
department pays their air fare and accommoda
tion and the local group handles advertisement
and local arrangements. These events are very
well received and people are very enthusiastic
about speakers travelling to their community
rather than their needing to travel to the Lower
Mainland. For further information about the
Travelling Speakers' Bureau, contact Billie
Korstrom, the Women's Studies Departmental
Assistant (291-3593 or korstrom@sfu.ca).

The Ruth Wynn Woodward Professor
(RWWP) is one of the main participants in this
series. In addition, faculty and associate
faculty in Women's Studies can participate,
and sessional instructors in the department
may participate after they have taught two
cour es for the department. When they choose
to participate, sessional instructors are
sponsored for one out of town trip during a
teaching semester.

This year 6 people participated in the Travel
ling Speakers' Series, giving a total of 13 talks
in various locations. Dionne Brand gave 8
readings or talks as a part of her RWWP
community activities. In addition, Marjorie
Griffin Cohen gave a workshop about training
women and first nations for highway construc
tion work at the Muskoti Learning Centre on
the Saulteau Reserve near Chetwynd (sec
article in this newsletter), Meredith Kimball
talked on the recovered memory debate for the
International Women's Day celebrations
sponsored by the Women's Centre in Fort

el on (see article in this newsletter), Marilyn
MacDonald spoke about her work on feminist
critiques of science and religion at orthern
Lights College in Fort Saint John, Laura Wood
talked on women's equity issues in Canadian
courts and feminist legal theory in the court
room for the West Kootenay Women's Council
in elson, and Habiba Zaman spoke about the
feminization of migration and the de-skilling
of women workers in Canada at the Okanagan
University College in Kelowna.
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Bowen Island Retreat

In 1988 the Women's Studies Department held
the first bi-annual Women's Studies Retreat for
college and university instructors of Women's
Studies in BC and Yukon. May 3-5, 2002 will
mark the eighth Retreat will be held at the
CNIB camp on Bowen Island. The Ruth Wynn
Woodward Endowment sponsors the event.

As in past years, each college and university in
BC will be invited to send two delegates who
either teach Women's Studies or are planning
to develop Women's Studies courses to the
Retreat. On Friday, May 3, the BC WS
Articulation meetings will be held. Planning is
underway for the 2002 retreat. Dionne Brand,
the Ruth Wynn Woodward Chair will be the
keynote speaker. If you have ideas for
workshops or events, please let us know.

If you are interested in more information about
it and/or wish to be sure you are mailed
information about the Bowen Island Retreat,
you can contact either Billie Kor trom (604
291-3593 or korstrom@sfu.ca) or Meredith
Kimball (604-291-5526 or kimball@sfu.ca).

WS Articulation Meeting at Douglas
College

The Women's Studies Articulation Meeting
was held May 11,2001 at the Douglas College
New Westminster campus. Claudia Beaven of
Douglas College and Christine St. Peter of the
University of Victoria served as co-chairs. The
following colleges and universities were
represented: Capilano College, Douglas
College, Langara College, Nicola Valley
Institute of Technology, Northwest Community
College (Terrace), Okanagan University
College, Selkirk College, Simon Fraser
University, and the University of British
Columbia. In addition to the college and
university representatives, Louise de Bruijne
attended as the Secondary School Representa
tive and Lorna McCallum of Douglas College
attended as the BC Council on Admissions and
Transfer (BCCAT) System Liaison Person.
This was her last meeting as the System
Liaison Person. For next year Carol
McCandless of Capilano College will serve in
this position.

The meeting consisted of reports from each
college and university, general discussion of
programs, problems, and accomplishments,
and a discussion of a brochure being devel-

oped at UBC with the purpose of creating
interest among high school students in taking
Women's Studies when they go to college or
university. Next year's articulation meeting
will be held in conjunction with the Bowen
Island Retreat ( ee article in this newsletter) on
May 3, 2002.

Community College and University
College Visiting Scholar Program

This program sponsors instructors involved in
Women's Studies programs from the colleges
and university colleges in BC and Yukon to
work and study at SFU during the summer.
The program began in the summer of 200 1.
This summer there were two visitors, Jennifer
Gustar from Okanagan University College and
Serena Patterson from North Island College.
Their work is described in this newsletter.

Instructor(s) are spon ored for one month
(May, June, or July) during the summer to
study and work at SFU. Relocation expenses to
and from the lower mainland are reimbursed,
either airfare or $ .35 per kilometer. For
visiting scholars who are from outside the
lower mainland a housing allowance up to
$1000 is provided. If a visiting scholar requires
child care, an allowance up to $400 is pro
vided. A visiting scholar is provided with
computer accounts, a library card, an office or
shared office space in the Women's Studies
Department, and a limited photocopy budget.

There are one or more visitors per summer,
depending on the budget for the year and other
planned programs. There are a number of
possibilities. People from the lower mainland
are welcome to apply, however, relocation and
housing costs are not covered. If a local visitor
incurs extra child care costs because of taking
this position, these are covered up to $400.
Because there are lower costs associated With
visitors from the Lower Mainland, there is the
possibility of several visitors, but the budget
limits the number of visitors from outside the
Lower Mainland. However, if institutions are
willing to share the relocation, housing, and
child care costs, it might be possible for two
visitors from an institution to come.

Applications should consist of a short proposal
(3-5 pages) and a resume. The deadline for
summer 2002 is ovember 12, 200 I. The
proposal should focus either on a research
project or a course development project. An
individual can apply more than once, but
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preference is given to people who have not
previously held a visiting scholar position.
Preference is given to community college and
university college instructors who are teaching
or developing Women's Studies courses or
programs. Others who are teaching courses in
other disciplines with a focus on women and
women's issues may apply but will be given a
lower priority.

Send applications to: Meredith Kimball, Chair,
Women's Studies Department, Simon Fraser
University, Burnaby BC V5A 1S6. Questions
about the program should be directed to
Meredith Kimball by phone or e-mail (604
291-5526 or kimball@sfu.ca).

Gustar and Patterson Community
College Visitors

This was the first year of the Community
College and University College Visiting
Scholar Program. There were two visiting
scholars in the summer of2001. This commu
nity outreach program is sponsored by the
Ruth Wynn Woodward Endowment, and our
plan is to have one or more visitors each
summer (see article about the program in this
newsletter).

Dr. Gustar received her doctorate in English in
1997, from the University of Toronto. Since
1997, she has been at Okanagan University
College where she is currently a Professor of
English and Chair of Women's Studies. Her
book project, tentatively entitled,
"Performativity and Citation: Desire in
Contemporary Women's Fiction," is an
investigation of contemporary women's fiction
by way of theoretical perspectives emerging
from Postmodem, Queer and Post-structuralist
Feminist Theories. While with us this summer,
she took advantage of the libraries at SFU and
UBC to complete work which will contribute
to this project. She completed a paper on
Jeanette Winterson, which is to be published in
a volume of essays addressing Winterson's
work. She also began an essay on the work and
fiction of Nigerian writer, Flora Nwapa, which
is to be included in a series on African authors.

Dr. Serena Patterson also joined the depart
ment as a visitor under this program. Dr.
Patterson received her doctorate in Psychology
in 1992 from Simon Fraser University. Since
then she has been an Instructor in Psychology
and Women's Studies at North Island College
and Psychologist in private practice in



Courtney and Campbell River, BC. In her
current work, which she pursued while a
visitor at SFU, she seeks to integrate the
psychodynamic tradition with Self-in-Relation
theory to form a developmental model of
women's sense of personal identity in relation
to loved ones. The theoretical integration is
explored in light of qualitative analyses of
interviews with women who are mothers of
small children. She plans to publish a number
of articles in this area on her way towards a

.book which would explore this topic in depth.

RWWP Writers' Series Big Success

The major public event organized by Dionne
Brand, the Ruth Wynn Woodward Professor
(RWWP) over the past year was the Writers'
Series. Four writers spoke, each on the third
Thursday of January, February, March and
April 2001. Between 50 and 110 people came
to these talks to hear the author's read and
engage in dialogue with them. At each of the
events Carol Dale, Louise Hager, Shayna
Hornstein, and Alexandra Wilson of the
feminist bookstore, Women In Print, sold the
authors' books and there were long lines of
people waiting to have their books signed at
the end of the evenings.

In January Eden Robinson read from her book
Monkey Beach which was short listed for both
the Giller Prize and the Governor General's
Award for Literature. She is the daughter of a
Haisla father and a Heiltsuk mother. Monkey
Beach is a coming of age story which focuses
on a girl growing up in Kitimat. The audience
greatly appreciated the humour and the detail
in her readings and many questions followed
from the overflow audience of more than 100
people. Her first book, Traplines, which
centers on the brutal lives of contemporary
urban teenagers, is probably the first work of
fiction by a First Nations writer that is not
about Native life.

In February, Constance Backhouse, a Professor
of Law at the University of Ottawa, read from
her book, Colour Coded: A legal History of
Racism in Canada 1900-1950. She told the
story of Viola Desmond, a Black woman in

ova Scotia, who went to court to challenge
the existence of segregated movie theatres in

ova Scotia in the late 1940s. Her story was
very moving and led to a lively exchange
between the author and the audience. Dr.
Backhouse teaches criminal law, human rights,

and women and the law. Her previous book,
Petticoats and Prejudice: Women and Law in
19th Century Canada, focus on legal discrimi
nation against women.

In March, Kerri Sakamoto, read from her book
The Electrical Field, which won Common
wealth Prize for best first book in 1999. The
book focuses on the experiences and memories
of the Japanese internment during World War
II and the lasting effects of this experience on
later generations. In addition to fiction, she
wrote the film script for Strawberry Fields and
was the associate producer for the film, My
Niagara. She has also written short stories,
visual arts criticism and is currently working
on her next novel in Japan, as a guest of the
Japan Foundation.

In April the series for the spring concluded
with Lorna Goodison, a Jamaican poet who
read from her recent book, Turn Thanks,
Collected Poems. The audience appreciated the
wide range of poems, including several which
she cited by memory from earlier books. Many
questions followed about how and why one
writes poetry, questions which she engaged
with interest and creativity. Other books of her
poetry include Tamarind Season, 1Am
Becoming My Mother, Heartease, To Us All the
Flowers are Roses, and Guinea Woman.

Lorna Goodison

The series will continue in the fall of2001 (see
announcement in this newsletter) with Nicole
Brossard in September, Dionne Brand in
October, and Anita Rau Badami in November.
All the readings are free and open to the
public. However, seating is limited so it is
important to register for the event by calling
SFU Continuing Studies at 291-5100.
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Ruth Wynn Woodward Endowment
Community Events

One of the ways in which the Ruth Wynn
Woodward Endowment monies are used to
fulfill the mandate of community outreach is
through the sponsorship and co-sponsorship of
speakers, events, and conferences both on and
off campus. From September 2000 through
August 200 I, the endowment was used to
sponsor and co-sponsor speakers and events.
The main event this year was the RWWP
Writer's Series which is described in a separate
article in this newsletter. Funds also were used
to contribute to several public speakers and
events sponsored by other groups on and off
campus. A major co-sponsorship during the
past year was the Asian Connections Confer
ence held in November 2000. This conference
was sponsored by the UBC Centre for
Research in Women's Studies and Gender
Relations, the UBC Women's Studies Pro
gramme, the Institute ofAsian Research at
UBC, the UBC Asian Studies Department, and
the SFU Women's Studies Department. Held at
UBC this conference was attended by partici
pants from China, India, Bangladesh, the
Philippines, Thailand, and Pakistan. Dr.
Habiba Zaman served on the organizing
committee for the conference.

Other co-sponsorships included the SFU
Political Science Student Union's Conference
on Poverty, Income Disparity and Globaliza
tion; and the African Canadian Coalition
Against Racism's People's Gathering Against
Racism. A talk by Ann Kaplan, Diaspora,
Culture & Memory in Black British Cinema,
was jointly sponsored with the School for
Contemporary Arts. Dr. Kaplan is a Professor
of English and Comparative Literature and
Director of the Humanities Institute at the
State University of New York. Dr. Anne Collett
of the English Studies Program at the Univer
sity ofWollongong in Australia also gave a
talk, Marketing Woman Performing Nation:
Frida Kahlo & Pauline Johnson
Tekahionwake. Contributions were made to the
SFU Women's Centre in support of their
Women's Health Series, December 6 com
memoration, and the celebration of Interna
tional Women's Day. A donation was also
made to SFU PIRG for Sexuality Awareness
Week.



Dionne Brand Busy with RWWP
Events

Don't Miss the Fall 2001
The Ruth Wynn Woodward

Writers' Series

Note: AU readings will be held at SFU
Downtown, Harbour Centre. Admission is
free to all the readings, however, space is
limited and registration is required. To
register call SFU Continuing Studies,
Harbour Centre, 291-5100.

Women's History Month

Each year the Women's Studies Department
sponsors one or more events to celebrate
Women's History Month. In October 2000, we
sponsored three events in celebration of
women's lives through time. The first was a
talk by Barbara Meadowcroft about her book,
Painting Friends, which celebrates the lives of
ten Montreal women who met at art school in
the early 1900s and became life-long artists
and friends and found success in the male
dominated art world of their time. The second
was a co-sponsorship with the National
Congress of Black women of Honour the
Women, an exhibition of portraits of Canadian
women by Manon Elder. The third was In the
Window, a reading by Dionne Brand, the Ruth
Wynn Woodward Professor, from her book, At
the Full and Change ofthe Moon.

Women's Humanities Year

The Women's Humanities Year (WHY) project
is an educational project that provides women
centered humanities education for multi
barriered women in the Vancouver Downtown
East Side. From January to April 200 I the pilot
course was offered at the Portland Hotel. The
course was funded by the Portland Hotel
Society, the Ministry of Community Develop
ment, and the Status of Women Canada. The
course was very successful with 16 women
graduating, many of whom have gone on to
further education and job training. Due to its
success, the program is expanding next year to
include eight sections to be offered between
September 2001 and April 2002. Arlene
McLaren, an Associate Faculty in Women's
Studies, and Marusya Bociurkiw, a Sessional
Instructor in Women's Studies, taught in the
WHY pilot project. If you are interested in
more information about the program, you can
contact Aramis Padmos who is the Project
Coordinator of WHY by phone (722-3428) or
e-mail (AramisP@attcanada.ca).

memory. The series seeks to build bridges
between the university and its communities.
Each speaker is a community activist/scholar
who has distinguished herself in a particular
social justice cause. Other lecturers in the
series include: Ursula Franklin, scientist and
peace activist; Karen Messing, biologist and
health scientist; Sharon McIvor, lawyer and
First Nations activist; and Linda McQuaig,
journalist and free trade critic.

Heidi Hartmann

Heidi Hartmann Gives Benston Lecture
in Social Justice

Margaret Lowe Benston was a Charter Faculty
member at SFU. Originally trained as a
theoretical chemist, she joined the SFU
Chemistry Department in 1965. She later
joined the Computing Science Department,
and was a founding member of the Women's
Studies Department. Her last appointment at
SFU was ajoint appointment with Women's
Studies and Computing Science. She had many
interests within and outside the university, but
her most abiding passion was for social justice
for all people in Canada and internationally.
She was one of the founders of the Women's
Caucus, the first feminist activist group in
Vancouver in the late 1960s. Her article,
"Political Economy of Women's Liberation"
which she published in 1969, has been one of
the most influential articles in the development
offeminist economic theory. After she died in
1991 her family, friends, and colleagues
established this endowed lecture series in her

Last September Dr. Heidi Hartmann visited
SFU to give the fifth ~argaret Lowe Benston
Lecture in Social Justice. Dr. Hartmann
received her BA in Economics from
Swarthmore College and her PhD in Econom
ics from Yale University. In 1987 she founded
the Institute for Women's Policy Research in
Washington, DC to meet the need for women
centered polil:y research. She is currently the
Director and President of the Institute. She has
published extensively in many policy areas
that concern women, including women's
poverty, equal pay for work of equal value, sex
segregation in the labour force, child care,
welfare reform and health care. She gave two
lectures to large and enthusiastic audiences.
One talk, Women and the Workforce-Pay
Equity or Family Equity? was held at noon in
the Halpern Centre. Her other talk at Harbour
Centre was titled Women and Poverty--From
the Welfare Poor to the Working Poor.

Anita Rau Badami

Dionne Brand

Nicole Brossard

October 18

November 15

September 20

A major part of being the RWWP involves
community outreach. The major event of her
first year was the Writer's Series held during
the spring of 200 I which is described in a
separate article in this newsletter. She was also
in demand as a reader and speaker. During the
past year she gave readings at Capilano
College, Cariboo College, Douglas College,
Langara College, the Centre for Research on
Women's Studies and Gender Relations at
UBC, the Sisters with Books book club in
Vancouver, and a poetry class at UBC. In
addition she gave the Lansdowne Lecture at
the University of Victoria, and the Keynote
Address at the Women's Legal Education and
Action Fund (LEAF) International Women's
Day event.

In September 2000 Dionne Brand joined the
Women's Studies Department for two years as
the Ruth Wynn Woodward Professor (RWWP).
Dionne is a poet, novelist, and essayist. Her
seven volumes of poetry include Land to Light
On which won the Governor General's Award
for Poetry and the Trillium Award for Litera
ture in 1997. Her fiction includes the ac
claimed novel, In Another Place Not Here, a
1998 New York Times notable book. Her most
recent novel, At the Full and Change ofthe
Moon, was named a Los Angeles Times
Notable Book of the Year in 1999. Her works
of non-fiction include No Burden to Carry:
Narratives ofBlack Working Women in
Ontario 1920's to 1950's, a collection of oral
histories, and Bread Out ofStone, a book of
essays.
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... continued from p. 5

Of the graduates responding, 73 were female
and 2 were male. Most of the graduates
described their racial or ethnic identity as
white, Caucasian, or European in background
(81 %); with smaller proportions of graduates
who identified themselves as Asian (7%), First

ations (7%), Jewish (4%), and African or
Black (1 %). Of the 66 respondents who chose
to answer a question about sexual orientation,
70% described themselves as heterosexual or
straight, 15% described themselves as lesbian
or dyke, and 15% as bisexual, queer, or
"flexisexed". In describing their social class
background, 65% described their background
as middle class or above, 20% described
themselves as working class, 3% responded
with a question mark, and 12% left the
question blank. Respondents were asked if
there were other identities that were important
in their lives in addition to the one's the survey
specifically requested. Although only a
minority of participants answered this ques
tion, 8 participants specifically mentioned a
disability and 12 mentioned a religiou
identification.

In describing family responsibilities, 45°/0 of
the respondents said they had regular family/
childcare responsibilities and 55% said they
did not. Of those who reported regular
respon ibilities, about 1/3 reported that they
spent 1-15 hours per week, about 1/3 spent
between 16 and 40 hours per week, and about
1/3 reported that they spent more than 40 hours
per week engaged in these responsibilities.
There were a wide range of families and
family responsibilities described. Many
included childrearing activities including
single parents, raising biological, adopted, and
step children with a male or female partner,
while some listed caring for grandchildren,
aging parents, or grandparents.

Most of the respondents had graduated with a
minor in Women's Studies (69%). Two (3%)
graduated with an extended minor, 12°/0 had
taken ajoint major, 15°/0 a major, and one (1%)
had completed a PBD. Of those who had not
majored in Women's Studies most had majored
in an Arts Department (English, History,
Psychology, Contemporary Arts, Political
Science, Sociology. Anthropology). In
addition, 6 completed a BGS degree, 10
majored in Communications, and one each
took degrees in Computing Science and
Business. These students had received their
degrees between 1977 and 2000 with the
majority (80%) having graduated since 1990.

These Women's Studies students entered SFU
in approximately equal numbers from High
School (28%), as a transfer student from a
college or another university (40%) or as a
mature student (32%). Over 80% of the
respondents reported that they pursued their
studies either as full time or mostly full time
students. Sixty four percent of the respondents
reported having a student loan during the time
they were at SFU. The average debt for these
students at graduation was about $20,000 with
nine students reporting a debt of more than
$30,000 and three reporting a debt in excess of
$50,000.

Over 60% of those responding had gone on to
take further education or professional training
after graduating with their Women's Studies
degree including MA, MSc, MEd, and PhD
degrees in counselling, communications,
history, anthropology, and women's studies.
Others completed professional programs in
teaching, business, social work, law, the
ministry, pharmacy and accounting. Some had
taken diplomas in the areas of art therapy,
forensic science, conflict resolution, vocational
rehabilitation, horticulture, and aroma therapy.

Participants were asked about their current
household and personal income. Household
income was high with half of the respondents
reporting a household income of more than
$60,000 and only 8% reporting a household
income under $20,000. Personal income was
much lower with 32% reporting personal
income under $20,000 and only 12% of the
respondents reporting a personal income over
$60,000. When asked about periods of
unemployment, 40% reported having experi
enced one or more periods of unemployment
since they graduated. The most common
pattern was to have experienced one period of
involuntary unemployment immediately after
graduation that lasted for less than 6 months.
Several of the respondents indicated that they
had chosen not to participate in the paid labour
force in order to stay home and raise children,
and one respondent indicated that although she
had not experienced unemployment, she had
experienced underemployment.

Participants were asked to list all of the jobs
they had held since graduation and indicate if
the job had been full or part time. The most
common pattern was either full time only or a
combination of part and full time work since
graduation with only 10% of the respondents
reporting part time work only. The range of
occupations was very wide. In terms of
categories, 10 or more people reported jobs in
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administration or management, counselling,
education, and communications/media/arts. In
addition between 5 and 10 people reported
jobs in corrections or law enforcement,
research, the hospitality industry, computing,
or owning their own business. And several
respondents reported financial or clerical jobs.

These categories, however, do not begin to
communicate the range and interest of
individual jobs that WS graduates have done.
Our students has gone on to become lawyers,
teachers (from preschool to university), social
workers, ministers, sexual assault counsellors,
youth street worker, First Nations treaty
analyst, senior policy analyst, director of drug
and alcohol rehabilitation program in a prison,
RCMP officer, prison warden, parole officers,
family therapists, career counsellors, chartered
accountant, bartenders, travel consultants,
bank worker, Co-op education coordinator,
community relations coordinator for a hospital,
equity officer, administrative coordinator and
legal assistant for a film and TV company,
video artist, website editor, graphics designer,
software technical writer, computer systems
analyst, associate director for TV network
sports, internet radio producer, environmental
technician, and horticulturalist. Graduates have
established and run their own businesses
running preschools, marketing children's wear,
offering workplace solutions, teaching music
theory, and as a communications and policy
consultant.

Students were asked what their occupational
goal was when they were an undergraduate.
This information was then compared to the
jobs they had done since graduation. For 25%
of the respondents there was a very close or
exact match between their earlier goals and
present career. Another 25% were working in
an area related to their earlier goals. Twenty
eight percent were pursuing careers in
completely different areas than their earlier
goals, and 22% reported having no definite
goals or plans as an undergraduate.

As a group these WS graduates are active in
their communities with 84% reporting
volunteer work or political activities since their
graduation from SFU. They have volunteered
in all areas of community life including health,
arts, churches, schools, politics, women's
groups, civic organizations, ethnic organiza
tions, childcare centres, and housing co-ops.
The have worked on political campaigns, as
fundraisers, at sexual assault centres, on
housing co-op strata councils, career mentor
for a Black achievers' program, chairperson of



the fire department board, coordinator for
lobby groups, Rotary International, Board of
Directors of Out on Film, LaLeche league
leader, community police station, collective
member at rape crisis line and transition house,
SFU Board of Governors, committee for
ordination of gays and lesbians, international
project to protect endangered leatherback
marine turtles, literacy centre, SPCA, Vancou
ver Status of Women, Kinesis, emergency
social services team, and pro-choice advocacy.

Students were asked to comment on what parts
of their university education had been most
valuable to them in their career and volunteer
work. Many students named more than one
aspect of their education including specific
courses (61 %), academic skills (37%), specific
professors (21 %), other students and student
politics (17%), the Iinking of theory and
practice (12%), building self esteem (12%),
and interdisciplinarity (8%). Of the academic
skills mentioned, critical or analytical thinking
topped the list with 27% of the respondents
mentioning these skills in particular. Other
skills cited included communication, research,
and learning to work cooperatively.

More specifically, participants were asked to
reflect on the ways in which their Women's
Studies courses had been useful to them. They
often listed more than one aspect of their WS
courses. The single most often mentioned
aspect ofWS courses was that they had helped
participants understand their world differently,
in particular that it had increased an under
standing and appreciation of diversity (40%).
Other responses included the mention of
academic skills such as research and analytical
thinking that had proved valuable (35%), that
the courses had helped to build their confi
dence and self esteem (27%), increased
activism (9%), and helped in raising a family
(8%).

One question asked what respondents felt was
missing in their WS curriculum when they
were a student. Over half of the students
mentioned specific courses. Several partici
pants mentioned more courses which focused
on diversity issues, arts, and sexuality. Several
students also mentioned the desire for more
practical courses, especially focusing on
business and applied topics. The program
changes they wished had been present when
they were at SFU were a major in Women's
Studies, a co-op education program, and a joint
major with Criminology. All of these programs
are now in place. Several people mentioned
that they would have liked to have more

analysis in the courses about how to do
research as well as analysis of class, race, and
other aspects of diversity and privilege. Others
mentioned the desire for a more practical focus
in the classroom, including more activism,
making links between academics and the
community, and an exploration of issues that
face women in parenting and in the workplace.

Finally participants were asked what they
would say to a young student who was
thinking of taking a Women's Studies course.
A large majority of participants (87%) would
encourage the young person to take Women's
Studies. The reasons they gave the young
person were similar to the advantages they felt
they had received from their WS degrees: that
the program was academically challenging,
that it would help them see the world differ
ently, and that they would learn valuable
analytical skills. The level of enthusiasm was
reflected in individual comments:
·"Take it. As far as any arts degree I think you
leave WS with something you can apply to
your day to day life and get a well rounded
education in so many areas like science,
health, religion, the environment, politics,
history and film. I'm glad I did it."
·"Do it-best education you get and the
hardest work you'll ever do. It challenges
everything you ever thought. The standards are
exacting-I received higher marks in my other
courses with less effort."
·"1 promote it all the time-now I work with
practicum students from SFU...and encourage
them to take at least one course. It is worth it
and was the eye opener for me. Thank you."

In addition to these overall positive comments,
however, there was one limitation ofWS that
came up repeatedly over several questions.
This was the perception that WS was not
practical or one needed to take something
practical in addition to Women's Studies in
order to gain useful employment. This concern
is reflected in the comments of 8 respondents
who wished that their WS program had
included cour es focused on women and
business or other applied issues. Tn addition,
13 students mentioned the desire to have more
practical information included within existing
courses, and 4 students specifically mentioned
wishing they had had a co-op program when
they were at SFU. When describing what they
would tell a young student interested in
Women's Studies, 9 respondents cautioned that
WS would need to be supplemented with a
specialization in a more practical or applied
area. One participant even commented that she
knew "a couple of women who are not
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responding to this evaluation invitation who
majored in WS and feel stuck in clerical
positions as they inform me they are unable to
market their WS degrees."

Although only a small minority of participants
expressed this concern, it reflects one that is
commonly heard about Women's Studies in
particular and Arts majors more generally. This
concern can be approached in two ways. The
first is through the data reported here that most
WS graduates are employed in jobs they find
satisfying. Several even commented that their
Women's Studies had been particularly useful
in finding employment (as a Equity Officer),
or in encouraging them to go into non
traditional work (RCMP Officer). In fact one
WS and Psychology joint major commented
that her degree "provided me with the perfect
education to fulfill my passion and career
goals." This is in contrast to another graduate
who had also taken the same degree who said
"I had to secure a marketable degree after this
WSlPsych degree". However, in addition to
the information that WS students, and indeed
Arts students in general, are as employable as
students from other faculties, it is also
important to address this concern. One of the
main ways to do this is through the Arts Co-op
program. As you can see from the article in
this newsletter there is an active Co-op
program in Arts that includes Women's Studies
students. The department is working with Co
op to encourage more WS students to take
advantage of Co-op Education at SFU.

Thanks to all the WS graduates who took the
time to respond to the questionnaire. Through
it we are able to form a much more detailed
picture of what students do after they graduate
which in turn will help plan future curriculum
and program developments.

Thanks to Bob Birtch, IMC, for masthead
design, Juan Sanchez for masthead artwork,
and Anita Mahoney for layout design.
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