
INDIAN RIGHTS ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. . .
-:-

41 South Turner St.,
Victoria, B.C.,

4th December, 1916.
Dear Sir:-

, . . ':
. , .

I have several letters of inquiry ~s to qow the Indian
f \.

Rights. question is pro?ressing~ and in reply, I can' on~y say that tL.O·
• ... # t I' .i:~ . . ," ..fl' ) \ -1o

last word I had from Ottawa was t9 the eft'ect..that~ tl].~ Dom1ni.on Gov-
" . ~". ~ r " j . • :.: ,.:.. ..1 . ." ~ .. ,: ~~. ,1 ' f" J .' . J

ernment was Just waftIng for the Royal Commission to report, when

plans would 1ltimediat:ely be inati~' ito 'la~ t'he '~hole '~t:t~r before the

"Indians. Of course, the qu'estio'n Of. title m~st bJ~" ~ettl~d- by the
. , - ~ ••.t. ..' • • . ' ';\":". '& J ..... .

Ixchequer Oourt Of Oanada, and if the Indians are not satisfied with

the' rUling' of that Court, then the matter will go to England for the
. . ~ "'.: ~, ~.. .. " , .,: . " \ .. ~~:

dects1on' of the Privy Quitoil. . We '-have tried fm.m the connnencer.1ent
• .......-.; '.J •• • • I •

'to got,a direct reference 'to the'J~~icial Committee of the Privy
• • ,. t" • 'r '. " ' I::' . \ ,

Oounci1, and a 'great deal' of money-has' been spent in going to Ottawa •
..... _.' ~ ,,"" .; ~. ~ \ .... I I' "1' ... • . .

aTld to England., but everything is held up for the revort of the
. " .

Royal C~rnmission.

! -'._ -r ~ t' . '\ , ' >': .
We have asked that a copy ot this report be plao-

• • • ';'; ,I ": ." {f .... • • •

ed in the hands of our looal la~~r. Mr. J. E. Bird, of Vancouver,

BO that he ~ay kd~1se 'he Ihdl~a:;h~t to d~ ih fri~ ~~tte~: Mr. B1~
.' '. - . " ..-~, ,!. . ' ~.... . ....t s:.. .

haslllready done a great deal" of work 'for us, and so far we have
.. '

." .. . '.J ..' ~ ;~~. • • '( • • '.' • • 1 ' ::)

paid him very-little money, because our money 1s all gone. I do not
. '. - ~ t .. f' .', ''; .• ' I

like asking you for money; as~the times are so'hard, but something
'. " I .' .' t. l:i<' r I . • it, j' .0:,. ': ," '. I i;,J .1- • ',.1 '( ': t.' .. t" ' ;

mLIst 'be done :1"f 'y'Qu ;want 'to .ee t'he matter finished. Of course, if
• or .......... "'.... • , .. ...... • •

you 'do not :'care how ;it'''go'e8~ th'en It will be just as well to let the

F~.1ole thing' i6~;' wrii:dh 11 c%i1d 15~ a ~v~ry foOli~h thl~ '~~er accom-
r. '!O' ..

_: ••._ •• ~ I; ",r r'~~·_·t._~

good to me, and I think it would be a mistake. to ha:ve, .po l~wyer
• .• .... • ...... ." . 1 '1'" ! 1 ~. •

when th~ question does come up. Please call a mee~in~ o~ your
'" t J • 1'. • • • ~

"

people at once and let me know what you will do, as I have no mo!i.(:¥

JJ11shingsO much. :. :; .... :~ .. :"".
. . 'P" 'l. .." ., ..... t ...,. '.'

. 'l1e 1.ate '-Pro'vff:i'c-iryl .(k)ve'riunent re'ftwed to aoknowledge the
. " ~

rights o'f the Incl1an's /' but' th'Ei beW Government' evidently thinks that
.. _, . ., I ... . . . '. . '. ; .. :' . /' I. • '.. -\. I •. .' •

the Indnl1l13 have"'aOfJ16 :rights', and~ in their pe-eleot10n platform
. ," ,- .

hav6"t>rorni'SEtd t'o"tak'~rthe J·i.:t·i;~~)··.~'~ b.i~a It'' tt1ed.- 'is loo}:s
\ '·1 .;.. ~ ~~ ~ . . . I., . t

Yours fAithfully,

C. E. TATE, . Gen. Secretary.
".
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