INDIAN RIGHTS ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH COLUMBIA,

41 South Turner St.
Vietoria, B.C.,
; 4th December, 1916,
Dear 8ir:- ,

cof A

I have several lettere of inquiry as to nowwthe Indian

Q

Righte.questioh’ié broﬁressing; and 1n reply, I can'only say that tu

last word I had from Ottawa was to the effect th at the Dominion Gov— |

L o 1‘?'- jey LR A

‘ernment was Just ‘wai ting for‘the Royal Comm asion to report, when

plans would 1mmediaﬁely be made to lay the whole matter before the
Indians. Of course, the queetion of title must be aettled by the
Bxchequer Court of Oanada, and if the Indians are not satisfied with
the ruling of that Court, then the matter will go to England for the
decision of the Privy Council. ‘We have tried.fronxthe oommencenent
to got a direct reference to the Judicial committee of the Privy
Council, and a great deal of money has been Spent in going to Ottana,
and to Eﬁg and, but everything is held up fOr the renort of the
Royel Commission. We have asked that a copY of thie reoort be plac—
ed in the hands of our 1oca1 lawuer, Mr. J. E. Bird, of Vancouver,

so that he fmay advise the Indiana Whut to do in %he matter. Mr. Bird i
has already done a great deal of work fbr ue, and so far we have
paid him very 1ittle money, beoeuse our money is all gone. I do not
like asking you for money, ae the times are so hard, but something
must be done if you want to éee the matter finished. of courae, 1f
you do not ‘eare how it goes, then it will be juet as well to let the
---- “1ole thing go, which wbuld Ye a 'very foolish thing after aocom—
plishing s0 muech. Ao ;

The late Provincial Government refuﬂed to aoknowledge the
rights of the Indians, but’ the new Government evidently thinks that
the Indians have sone rlghte, and in their pe—electicn platform
have" Dromised to take the m'+ter pp and have 1t ssttled. Ih,s lookg
good to me, and I think 1t would %e a mistake to have no lawyer
when the nueqtion doee corie up. Please call a meeting ot your
people 2t cnee and 1et ne know what you will do, as I have no mon:y

in hand to even buy stamps for your letters.

Yours faithfully,
C. M. TAT®, .Gen. Sacretary.
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