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-The - purpose  of t h i s  s t u d y  was t o  a n a l y z e  all.. n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s  
I * 
I ? 

a p p e a r i n g  {n t h e  two vancouver dai l les,  and The Pro-. f o r  
< L '  < Lp 

' the\ e i g h t  mobth p e r i o d  d u r i n g  which. B i l l  Yander Zalm w a s  M i n i s t e r  o f  

d u c a b i o a  i n  ' ~ r i  t i s h  Columbia .  By m e  thqd o f  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e -  
, .. * 

< 
-,. ' i 
s t u d y b s o u g h t  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e  m a j o r  i s s u e s  a n d  s o u r c e s  s p e a k i n ;  o n  

9' 
B 

x d', 

- 
&. \ . i s s u e s ,  , t o  c o m p a r e  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  The s u n a n d  Xj@ Prov- t o  

\ 

1 
! ', #+I I .r'c 

. s p e c u l a t e  a s  t o  why Bil1,Vander Z a l m  r e c e i v 4 d  s u c h  a t t e n t i o d  i n  t h e -  
,? I 
'and to s u g g e s t  p o s s i g l ~  i m p l i c a t i o &  f o r  t h i s -  newspaper 

* - 
coverage  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o ' ,  p u b l i c  p e r 6 e p t i o n s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  \ 

7 ..* - t -a 
ISSUB$ d e a l t  w i t h  papers  were  similar w i t h  $he theme 

I o f  , r e s t r a i n t  a p p e a r i n g  i n  78$, of t h e  a r t i c l e s .  Tie i s s u &  of l&ffs/ 
1. 

- 

A .  1 n - -- -- 
j o b  s b c u r i t y  -. and r o l l b a c k s / ~ a l a r & &  r e c e i v e d  t h e  nex t  most a t t e n t i o n ,  y, 4 

1 ,  < * c- - < 

L. s t r o n g l y  r e f l e c t i n g  tihe i n t e r e s t s  , d f f t e a c h e r s  whose salaries acaounted 
a, ' I  

f o r  a p p r o x i r a t a l y  70% o f  eduoe$ioF, spending.  Except f o r  c u r r i c u l u m ,  
i \ 

\ . . m a j a r . ~ q s u e s  were complex and i n t e r r e l a t i .  \ 

News h a s  a s o q l a l  r o l e  i n  t h a t  i t  a t t k n d s  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  as 
27 .;:- 

t h e y  a r e ' , r d f l & t e d  by t h e i r  l e a d e r s .  ' I t  u s e s p s  i t s  s o u r c e s  o f  
5 

I 

- i n f o r m a t i o , n  o f f i c i a l s  w i t h  - p o w e r  and, r e s p o n s i b i l Y t j  i n  t h e s e  
0 

I .  

i n s t i t u t i o n d : '  B i l l  V a n d e r  ~ l a l n ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of E d u o a t i w  b r t ~ r y  - -L 

- KLcshn, th&- W a s i d e n t  of the British Columbia Teachars  Fadaratlsn; 
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7 .-------- Gary B e g i n ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e ,  B r i t i s h  ~ o l u m b i i  School  Trus tBes  

@-? 
-- 

, 
A s s ~ c i a t i o n  were t h e  most f r e q u e n t l y  used s o u r c q s  i n  bo th  n e w s p a p e r s ,  ,J 

I /' - 1 

I 
, l e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  t h r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i n  p r o v i n c i a l  1' 

h i f 

e d u c a t i o n .  T h e s e  t h r e e  m a j o r  s o u r c e s  p o l a r i z ' e d  b n  i ssues  i n  
- - 

_ p r e d i c t a b l e  ways  p r o v i d i n g  a c o n t i n u i t y  i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  of,  complex, 
- 

i r k e r r e l a t e d  i s s u e s .  
1 I .  

The n e w s p a p e r  i s  a  b u s i n e s s  w h i c h  p r i n t s  w h a t  a p p d a l s  t o  t h e  
e -2 

(- 
a aud ience .  Th is  a p p e a l  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  i n  p a r t  by t h e  p 'rominence o f  

-+ 4 I ' 3 .  

p e r s o n s  i n v o l v e d  a n d  wheth-er  t h  e v e n t s  are  i m p o r t a n t  and  ha;e 
' -< 

AT 
e l e m e n t s  o f  c o n f l i c t  o r  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  " n u d u a l  o r  u n i q u e  r a t h e r  t h a n  

I 6 -i 1 
- 3  

. I  . . 
t h e  n o r m a l .  B i l l  Vander Z a l m  brought  many issues-forward f o r  p u b l f e  : 

. c q n g i d e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i a  b e c a u s e  h is  a c t i o n s  a n d  i d e a s  3 a 

b 

'4 conformed t o  what is  cons idered  newsworthy: 

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  a h i s t o r i c a l ,  e v e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w s ,  
- I t "  F 

l i n k a g e s  between e v e n t s  and i s s u e s  do n o t  a p p e a r ,  making i t  d i f f i c u l t  
9 

For t h e  p u b l i c  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  and  a n a l y z e  i s s u e s .  - I n s t i t u t $ o n a l  
z < 

k 

% 
s o u r c e s  a r e  used t o  p rov ide  i n f o i m a t i o n  on e d u c a t i o n  i & & @ ~ " a n d  l$t t le  

t A *, ; \ *  

i n v e s t i g a t i ~ e ~ r e p o r t i n g  i s  made. The r e s u l t  i s  t h a t  $ha p u b l i c  i s  
1 
t .7  

p r o v i d e d  w i t h  3 l i m ( t e d  a n d  d i s t o r t e d  v i e w  o f  ih ,suds  $b p u < l i c  
/ . : . 

e d u c a t i o n  J.n B. C. ' . I \\ 

i 
i 

' ^r 6 
'\ , 



." I 

' 1  i-,' 
K k o ~ l e d g e  s h o u l d  be a  r e f p e s h i n g  and v i t a l i z i h i  f o r c e .  

6 It becomes  s o  t h r o u g h ' s t i m u l a t i n g  ' i n t e r c o u r s e  w i t h  $5 
, 

I c o n g e n i a l  f r i e n d s  ' w i t h  whom o n e  h o l d s  d i s c u s s i o n  and 

1 
' 

p r a c t i c e s  P p P l i c a t i o n  o f  t r u t h s  o f  l i f e .  - .G . 
< 

I ' 

* 
4 

Many h a v e  s h a r e d  i n  ply l e a r n i n g  d u r i n g  this Masters Program. I 
"3 5- 

1. t 1 . i  

have t h e s e  p e o p l e  t o  th'aigk. for g; id ing a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  nie t o  t h f s  
\ 

I 
j $ @  i 

" 

I f i d b h :  - \ '. \ lr .. 
- c \ , -- 

P r o f e s s o r s  Ted AqJc,i, ~e t e i  € o l e b a n  ,- F i a n n e  Common, T O ~  O f  Shea,  and &: 

"., @ !, . , 

N&han Robinson,  b h o ' k a u g h t  me i n  t h e  F a c u l t y ' o f  E d u c a t i o n  a t  Simon ' - 
i 

i 'ta 

%% ' 1  ? 
F r a s h  Dnivera i ty ' ,  w i  h  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  p e t e r  Colema,n and ,Tom OfSqea 

*. 

"' $or c a r t n g  \bou t  t h e  i d e a s  and w r i t i n g  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s  ; i 
d 

. d  
1  artin in Laba ,  ~ s s i ' s t a n t  P r o f e s s o r  i n  tpe 'Depar tment  o f  Communications, 

i 

\ 

F a c u l t y  o f  I n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  ~ t u d k e s  a t  Simon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  whose 
t 

- . + $  
I .  

lk&oUjledge o f  m e d i a  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  o f  s o u r c e s  a i d e d  me g r e a t l y  i d  
" .  

d e  e i h . n i n g + t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i 9  s t u d y ;  r" 1 "  , a ? - 
4 -, , F e l l o v $ s d d e n t s  a n d  f r i e n d s  : S h e i l a  Borman, ~ e t t $  DeBpck, Mary ~ o s d  . 

d 
\ 

I 

a 
+ DeAtley,  L inda  LaRocqve, L i  d a  MacDougall, ~ i g e l ' ~ a c k l i n ,  t h e  moose ,  . T 

4 1! 4 / 

I , E l a i n e  P e r r y ,  and1 S u s a n  R h n g t a  who endouraged ge by t h e i r  f a i t h  and 

i .  r 3 + I 1 

7 

i n t e r e s t  ; 
5 

. , 

~ h e d  ~ a n c o u v e r  S c h o o l  B o a r d ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  c k  G o s b e e  o f  t h e  ' r t 
- 

Communications D e p a r t m e p t  who a l l o w e d  me g e n e r o u s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r  

newspaper c l i p p i n g  f i l e s ;  

S h i r l e y  Heap, who t r ans fo rmed  t h i s  work i q t o  its f i n i s h e d  manuscr ip t .  

1 
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$1 , Chapter I 

- -. d 
- 

C 

B i l l  VanUer> Zalm h i t  t h e  s t a g e  on August 1 1 ,  1982 i n  A s t a r r i n g  

r o l e  whip h; was appoin ted  Mini$ter of  Education f o r  B r i t i s h  Columbia. 
@ 

H e  c a p t u r e q  h i s  a u d i e n b e  f o r  e i g h t  months an@ then  res igned ,  l e a v i n g  
I 

\ - ,. 
t h e  minis t ry 'on May 6  ; 1983, ' t h e  day of t h e  b o v i n c i d  e l e d t i o n .  . 

- The s t a g e  i s  t h e  newspape r ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  i n  t h i s  s t udy ,  t h e  
," ' 

coverage g iven  t o  Vander Z&m LnLthe two Vancouver  d a i l i e s , ' _ T h e  S u  

and  The P r o v i n c e .  ~ u r i n g  h i s  t i e  i n  o f f i c e ,  h i s  name was mentioned 
I - 

i n  350 o f  61 5  ( 57%) & a . ~  and pr0vh new'spaper a r t l c r e s  on p u b l i c  
4 

2 .  

e d u c a t i o n  a; t d t a l l e d  i n  t h e  c l i p p i n g  s e r v i c q  a t  the :  Vancrlilvey ~ c h & l  

Board. IrF1983, B i l l  Bennet t ,  t h e  Premier o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia; L a r r y  
' _ _  d 

C 

- > 

Kuehn, t h e  p r e s i d e n t  bf  the- B r i t i s h  Columbia ~ea (che r s '  P e d e r a t i o ~ ;  and .P 

Y 

J a c k  Heinr ich ,  t h e  Min i s t e r  of, h ducat ion f o r  t h e  las t  e i g h t  months  o f '  

t h e  y e a r ,  e a c h  made h e a d l i n e s  i n  ' t h e s e  p a p e r s  e i g h t  times. B i l l  
. . .* . ~ 

Vander Z a l m ,  t h e  Minister o f    ducat ion f o r  o n l y  f o u r  months  i n  19$3 . 

made 38 head l ines  w i t h i n  t h a t  time. t 

The large volume of - a r t i c l e s  fea tup ing  ~ a n d e r  Zalm has re levance  
f 

#- 

t o  educa t ion .  * "What are t h e  sou rces  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  you u s e  t o  Judge . . 
* I ,  

;s. ' 
9 

t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  s i h o o l s  in   our l o c a l  cemmknity; t h a t  is, where do y o u -  

get Youp informat ion  about   school^?^ (Gal lup,  1983, p. 42). Responses 
3 

- f@' 
C ,>( ? 

to -  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  p s k e d  i n  t h e  GalJwpjTol-1 of t h e  ~ u b l i e ~ s  ~ttittudes 
f' -E ' 3 '  

P '  - 
toward t h e  Pub l i c  =Schools,  i d e n t i f i i d  the'?ewspa*r a s  t h e  b e s t  sou rae  

9 .  dB 



o f .  i n f o r m a t i o n .  Such a r e s p o n s e  draw3 the, newspafir  i n t o  t h e  r e a l m  of  
+- 

i n q u i r y  f o r  e d u c a t o r s .  . -  { i 

Vander  ~ a l m  w;s &we i A u c a t i o n .  H i s  v i e w s ,  p o l i c i e s ,  and 
k 

d i r e c t t o n s  became the framework o n  which i n f o r m a t i o n  on e d u c a t i o ' n  was 
t 

' b u i l t .  When p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  g i v e n  l a r g e  p u b l i c i t y ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be a n  

i n c r e a s e  i n  p u b l i c  impor tance  a t t a c h e d  t o  i s s u e s  (Seymour-Ure, 1 9 7 3 ) .  

I n  S c h r a m m t s  ~ t u d y  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  a well known name i n  a s s o c i a t i o n  . 

w i t h  a p a r t i c u l a r  news i t e m  enhanced t h e  r e c a l l  of t h e  item ( c i t e d , ' i n  

H i e b e r t ,  Ungurai t ,  & BO&~;I 982 1, An aud ience  s c a n s  t h e  communication 
c - 

2+ 

f o r  cues  i n  h e a d l i n e s ,  p o s i t i o n  on p a g e ,  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  p i c t u r e s ,  

names ,  a n d  w o r d s  t h a t  a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n ,  and chooses  t h e  a r t i c l e  on 
= ^ 

< 

t h e  b ' a s i s  o f  t h e ' s e  c u e s .  P e r s o n a l i t y  i s  a n  i m p o r ' t a n t  % c u e .  

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  p e o p l e  who a p p e a r  i n  t h e  newspaper and . t h e  i d e a s  they  . , , 

L/ 
f ~ r e s e d t  are bestowed w i t h  h igh  c r e d i b i l i t y  by t h e  n e w s p a p e r  r e a d e r s  - 

(Winston,  1973 

R e s e a r c h  o n  media e f f e c t s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  newspaper is n o t  a majpr 

c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  c h a n g e  i n  o p i n i o n s  Bnd a t t i t u d e s  ( K l a p p e r  , 1 96 3 < 
. 

. - ,  N c Q u a i l ,  j 9 7 7 ) .  However ,  n e w s p a p e r s  a r e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  

< i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  e d i 6 a t i o n .  I n  t h e  s e n s e  e d i t o r s  a n d  r e p o r t e r s  
a 

s e l e c t  w h a t  i s s u e s  a r e  news and whose views a r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  i t  h a s  a n  . 

a g e n d a - s e t t i n g  c a p a c i t y  (McCombs & Shaw, 1972).  The s t u d y  f o c u s e s  o n  

t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  , c a p a c i t y  o f  newspapers. 

11 

I 



Stat-- h 

Newspapers a r e  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e d u c a t i o n  

f o r  t h e  p u b l i c .  The f a c t  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  news h a s  f o c u s e d  a t t e n t i o n  on 

a  p o l i t i c i a n  i s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  ~ o i n t  ~f t h i s  i n q u i r y ,  a s  i t  a t t e m p t s  t o  
;<' 

g i v e  some e x p l a n a t i o n  why Vander  Z a l m ,  as M i n i s t e r  o f  Educa t ion ,  i n  

h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  g o v e r n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  r e c e i v e d  s u c h  m e d i a  

a t t e n t i o n .  To g a i n  a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  thig.-) t h e  s t u d y  ana lyzed  t h e  

i s s u e s  r e p o r t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

s o u r c e s  ( p e r s o n s )  p r e s e n t i n g  views on t h e s e  i s s u e g .  
e 

T h i s  s t u d y  c o n s i s t s  o f  a c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s - * - 6 f  a l l  n e w s p a p e r  

a r t i c l e s  f e a t u r i n g  Vander  Zalm i n c l u d i n g , % e w s  s t o r i e s ,  e d i t o r i a l s ,  

c o l u m n i s t s ,  and l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  a p p e a r i n g  i n  Ilhe Sun a n d  

f r o v i m  d u r i n g  t h e  e ightgmonth p e r i o d  i n  which 'he  was t h e  M i n i s t e r  of  

Educa t ion  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia. 

S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  purpose  of  Chis  s t u d y  is t o  a n a l y s e  t h e  c o n t e n t  
", 

of n e w s p a p e r  a r t i c l e s  of  The Sun a n d  h e .  P r o v i n c e  f e a t u r i n g  t h e  

M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,    ill Vander  Zalm,  $ n  o r d e r  t o  answer t h e s e  . 
> .  

q u e s t i o n s  : Y 

- 7 
r 

i 

f 
/ 

1; What a r e  t h e  major  i s s u e s  p r e s e n t e d ?  

2. What s o u r c e s  a r e  s e l e c t e d  t o  g i v e  v i e w s  o n  t h e s e  

i s s u e s ?  

3 .  What a r e  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  c o n t e n t  between The and 



4 .  Why d i d  Vander Zalm, a s  M i n i s t e r  o f  Educa t ion ,  r e c e i v e  

a t t e n t i o n  i n  t h e  news? 

5. What a re  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  newspaper coverage  

w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n ?  

e o f  t h e  S tudy  

Newspapers and p e r i o d i c a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  fo rmer ,  have 
two p o s s i b l e  u s e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h .  One t h e y  
i n f l u e n c e  e d u c a t i o n  and e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c y  d e c F s i o n  and 
o f t e n  r e f l e c t  t h e  v a a u e s  a n d  a t t i t u d e s  of  many  
c i t i z e n s .  A s  s u c h  t h e y  c a n  be a n a l y z e d  f o r  t h e i r  
e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n t e n t . . . . .  Two, newspapers m a i n t a i n  f i l e s  
t h a t  a r e  u s e f u l  s o u r c e s  o f  d a t a . .  . t h u s  t h e y  c a n  be o f  
c o n s i d e r a b l e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  a n  i n v e s t i g a t o r  s t u d y i n g  

9 
' s c h o o l  s y s t e m s  a n d  t h e i r  problems. ( K e r l i n g e r ,  1964, 

p. 542).  . . ?  
' F 

,.tp 

Twenty y e a r s  have p a s t  s i n c e  t h i s  comment was made on newspapers 

a s  a n  untapped s o u r c e  of  d a t a  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h .  ' A s e a r c h  o f  & 

t h e  E d u c a t i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s  I n f o r m a t i o n  Center  ( E R I C )  d a t a  b a s e ,  which 

p r o v i d e s  a n  overview o f  mast c u r r e n t  e d u c a t i o n  r e s e a r c h ,  e x p o s e d  t h e  

c o n t i n u i n g  a b s e ' n c e  o f  n e w s p a p e r s  a s  a  s o u r c e  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  
- 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  No @ u d i e s  were  found i n  an E R I C  computer sear* u s i n g  

t h e  d e s c r i p t o r s :  newspapers ,  e d i t o r i a l s ,  h e a d l i n e s ,  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s ' ,  
~ P - "  

>- -. 
a n a l y s i s ,  and educa  t i o n d  p r a c t i c e .  

A 1  t h o u g h  newspapers  have n o t  ga ined  c r e d i b i l i t y  a s  a  d a t a  s o u r c e  - 
i n  % d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c - h ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  I-- 

, * %/' 

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r .  Both  t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia  T e a c h e r s f  ' 



F e d e r a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  S c p o o l  B o a r d  have  newspaper c l i p p i n g .  

s e r v i c e s .  The Vanco,uver S c h o o I  B o a r d  m a i n t a i n s  a c l i p p i n g  s e r v i c e  
t 

b e c a u s e  i t  p r o v i d e s  a p u b l i c  r e c o r d  o f  what  h a s  happened and t h e  means ; 
a 

t o  a n a l y z e  how s c h o o l s  and e d u c a t i o n  i s s u e s  are b e i n g  p e r c e i v e d  a n d  

r e p o r t e d  (Gosbee ,  1984) . A 

T h i s  s t u d y  h a s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h r e e  ways. F i r s t ,  i t  r e c o g n d z e s  
. . 

t h a t  t h e  newspaper  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  d a t a  s o u r c e  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h  
+ 

a n d  s e t s  o u t  some o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  news a n a l y s i s .  

S e c o n d l y ,  i t  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  t o  a v s i d -  s i m p l e  s t i m u l u s -  \ 
r e s p o n s e  m o d e l s  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n  b e t w e e n  w h a t  i s  w r i t t e n  i n  t h e  

newspaper and t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  a n d  i t  p l a c e s  m e d i a  

. : e f f e c t s  i n t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  s o c i b - p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t  i n  which  e d u c a t i o n a l  . 
' _  1 - 

ip' v i e w s  are formed.  

." E 

T h i r d l y ,  a d o u g h  e d u c a t i o n  g e n e r a l l y  c o n n h e s  l e a r n i n g ,  

t e a c h i n g ,  s c h o o l s ,  and  s t u d e n t s ,  t h i s  s t u d y  p o i n t s  t o  t h  ? f a c t  t h a t  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t  a m o u n t  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  drawn t o  e d u c a t i o n  by t h e  
6. 

media  i s  d e v o t e d  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

f i n a n c e .  E d u c a t o r s  c a n n o t  i g n o r e  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e x i g e n c i e s  i n  

' e d u c a t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  a time when i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  c a n  f o r m  

p o w e r f u l  p o l i t i c a l  l o b b i e s .  T h i s  s t u d y  p o i n t s  t o  some o f  t h e  dynamic 

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  and t h e  med ia  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  i t .  



, Ti 
t a t i o n s  o f  t h e < ~ t l b a j r  " 

'I 

c d 

The a r t i c l e s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  f i e  s t u d y  met o n l y  o n e  c r i t e r i o n :  t h e  

p r e s e n c e  o f  Vander Zalm's name. Because 43% o f  t h e b e d u c a t i o n  news i n  
-% 

% 
' t h e  two p a p e r s  s t u d i e d  was n o t  g n a l y s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s  

c a n n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a l l  e d u c a t i o n  news. 

Because t h e  a n a l y s i s  examined o n l y  one M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a t  a  

R 
p a r t i c u l a r  p e r i o d  o f  time, W e  d a t a  canno t  be g e n e r a l i z e d  t o  p o l i t i o a l  . 

coverage  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  C o v e r a g e  w i l l  v a r y  w i t h  t h e  time, p a r t y  i n  

powefl,; p e r s o n  i n  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  M i n i s t e r  o f  Educa t ion ,  and e x t e r n a l  

tp f a c t o r s  such  a s  e c o n o m i i s .  A s  t h & e t a r e  n o  o t h e r  s i t u d i e s  o f  t h i s  

k i n d ,  i t  is n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  draw p a r a l l e l s  o r  show d i f f e r e n c e s .  
* .  

The s t u d y  a t t e m p t s  t o  show what k i n d  of i n f o r m a t i o n  ' t he  p u b l i c  '\ 

9 - 
' 4- 

r e c e i v e s  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  a s p e c t s  of e d u c a t i o n  bu%-does n o t  a t t e m p t  t o  
*, - 

TP de te rmine  how media a f f e c t s  t h e  p u b l i c  o r  p u b l i c  ' op in ion ,  n o r  d o e s  i t  
i ' 

e 

a t t e m p t  t o  e v a l u a t e  V a y i e r  Z a l m ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e  a s  a  M i n i s t e r  o f :  
* .-. 

L a 
= 

r ' "  

i 
Educat ion.  
9 

& 

Only two newspapers ,  owned by t h e  same company were compared, s o  
ii; 

c o n c l u s i o n s  a s  t o  s i m i l a r i t i e s  a n d  d i f f e r e n c e s  i q  t h e  two p a p e r s  

: canno t  be g e n e r a l i z e d  t o  o t h e r  papers.,  
, 
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The F u n c t i o n s  of Newspapers i n  S o c i e t y ,  '.: . 

I .. , r 

The =or- Role  of the  News~aw* 
, 

< 

P e o p l e  havA a  need  f o r  i ; f o r m a t i & ,  t o  know if t h e i r  w o r l d  i s  , 
B 

t h r e a t e n e d  o r  s e c u r e ,  t o  know w h a t  e v e n t s  a r e  on  t h e  h b i z o n .  The 

means by which p e o p l e  have  o b t a i n e d  t h i s  i n f  r m a t i o n  h a s  become  m o r e  
, - 3 ' 7 ,  C - 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d  a s  t e c h n o l o g y  h a s  a d v a n c e d . , .  A c o m b $ s a t i o ~  o f  
i w "2 

3- 

t e c h n o l o g y ,  c h a n g i n g  economic c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d  ;&ass p u b % i c  B d u c a t i o n  ., ' : 
--L - 

made t h e  n e w s p a p e >  f l o u r i s h  i n  Ngrth ~ m e r i c a . .  I n  1 8 3 3 ,  s e n j a m i n  day 
" "  

. ,. 

began  t o  p u b l i s h  Che New York S w  ( D e F l e u r  & . B a l l - ' R o k e a c h ,  1975) .  

Z * _' 

I n s t e a d  o f  l i m i f i n g  news t o  s o o i a l  and p o l i t i c a r  e v e n t s  o f  impor a n c e ,  
4 

h e  e n t e r t a i n e d  H i s  r e a d e r s  w i t h  human i n t e r e s t  B t o r i e s ,  s h o c k i n g  

d i s a s t e r s ,  and crime;. The c i r c u l a t i o n  c l imbed t o  8000 i n  s i x  months  
' I  

and by 1837 h a d  s o a r e d  t o  3 0  0 0 0 .  The n e w s p a p e r :  became  t h e  f i r s t  
* 

medium o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  a .  g e n u i n e l y  mass c h a r a c t e r ,  r e a c h i n g  a 
I 

large p u b l i c  i n  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  o f  time. 

The s u c c e s s  o f  newspape r s  a p p e a l e d  t o  t h e  a d v e r t i s e r s  who t h o u g h t  

c i r c u l a t i o n  was a n  i n d e x  o f  a n t i c i p a t e d  s a l e s .  An i m p o r t a n t  f a c t '  cf 
;a 

v 

t h e  n e w s p a p e r  b u s 5  n e s s  was e b t a b l i s h e d  : t h e  p u b l i s h e r  p r i n t s  wha t  
I 

1 

a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e  s o  t h e y  w i l l  buy t h e  n e w s p a p e r .  L a r g e  
i * ;i 

c i r c u l a t i o n  b r i n g s  w i t h  i t  a d v e r t i s i n g  r e v e n u e .  

Qe a r r i v a l  of r a d i o a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  9 s  r i v a l  t e c h n o l o g i e i  i n  , t h e  
- 

E ' 

n e w s  b u s i n e s s  h a s  d i s p l a a e d  a l o t  o f  t h e  newspaper r e v e n u e  s o u r c e  b u t  
1 

" 



o f  t h e  t h r e e  n e w s  m e d i a ,  the n e w s p a p e r s  s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  l a rge s t  

a d v e r t i s i n g  income (Atwan, Or tom,  & Vesterman,  1982,  p. 9 ) .  A l t h o u g h  

r a d i o  a n d  t e l e v i s i o n  a r e  t h e  f a s t e s t  w a y s  o f  g e t t i n g  t h e  news, t h e  
@ 

newspaper m a i n t a i n s .  it3 a p p e a l '  i n  c o m p r e h e n b i v e n e s s ,  by  p r o v i d i n g  

g r e a t e r  d e p t h  and . a n a l y s i s  o f  i g s u e s ,  and i n t e r p r e t i v e  r e p o r t s .  By a 

y i s u a l  s u r v e y  %f t h e  p a p e r ,  r e a d e r s  c a n  know t h e  c o m p a r a t i v e  
P 

i m p o r t a n p e  o f  news  items * ( . f r o n t  p a g e  s t o r i e s  p e  i m p o r t a n t ) ,  c a n  
P7 

rp 

a c t e r i s t i c s  of Nem 
B 

A y d i e n c e  a p p e a l  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c r i t e r i o n  i n  a s s e s s i n g  
$ 

la 

newswor th ines s ,  s o  news s e l e c t i o n  d e p e n d s  o n  b o t h  t h e  i m p o r w n c e  of 
,4 

a n d  t h e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  e v e n t .  News  i m p o r t a n c e  depends  on  p r o x i m i t y ,  

p e o p l e  ,want t o  r e a d  a b o u t  e v e n t s  c l o s e  t o  them; p r o m i n e n c e ,  t h e  m o r e  
8 

w i d e l y  known t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  t h e  more newsworthy t h e  happen ing ;  and@ 
I/ 

c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  t h e  more w i d e s p r e a d  t h e  effects ,  t h e  g r e d r e r  t h e  r e a d e r  g P 

i n t e i e s t  ( ~ i e b e r t  e t  a l . ,  1982,  p. 1 2 6 ) .  

p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  news w r i  t A n g  a r e  a i m e d  a t  m g k i n g  

n e w s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  E v e n t s  a r e  p e r s o n a l i z e d ,  t h a t  is  t h e y  c e n t e r  on  
B 

i n d i v i d u a l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  e v e n t s .  (Jamie320n & Campbel l ,  1 9 8 3 ) .  The 
> 

knowns  o f  news a r e  t h e  s tars  t h a t  a t t r a c t  a u d i e n c e  a t t e n t i o n  s o  t h e  

g r e a t  m a j o b i t y  o f  news s t o r i e s  are a b o u t  known p e o p l e ,  f o r  t h e  m o s t  
8" \ 

2 p a r t  i n  o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n s .  The  unknowns  i n  t h e  news h a v e  b e e n  

c a t e g o r i z e d  b y  G a n s  ( 1  9 7 9 )  i n t o  f i v e  t y p e s :  . p r o t e s t e r s ,  v i c t i m s ,  



v i o l a t o r s  of  l aws ,  participants i n  unusua l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and a g g r e g a t e s .  
I 

"The Unknowns who a p p e a r  i n  t h e  news a r e ,  b y  m o s t  c r i t e r i a ,  a n  I 

I 

u n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  l o t  m d  m o s t  o r d i n a r y  p e o p l e  never-Borne i n t o  t h e  

4% I 

News i s  made  d r a m a t i c  by e m p h a s i z ~ p g " c o n f 1 i e t  ( J a m i e s o n  & 
* x 

5- .. 
C a m p b e l l ,  1983) .  Ths d k m a  o f  a s t o r y  f r e q u e n t l y  b e g i n s G  b y  a n  

i n c i t i n g  a c t i o n  w h i c h  d i s r u p t s  norma; a c t i v a t i e s  a n d  se ts  u p  two - C 
r i 

N oppos ing  s i d e s .  2 - - 
$. A =. 

4 6 

J News i s  a n  o c c u r r e n ' i c e ,  a n  e v e n t  (Tuchman,  1978).  An e v e n t  is 

' e a s y  t o  communicate and i s  more l i k e l y  t o  have s t o r y  making p o t e n t i a l .  \ 
@ 
An i d e a  o r  s l o w  e v o l v i n g  p r o c e s s  ik n o t  r e p o r t a b l e  unl-ess i t  can  be 

b u =  

pegged t o  a n  e v e n t ,  even i f  a  s t a g s d  e v e n t  sqch  a s  a news c o n f e r e n c e  
-3 

o r  speech.  C . : "r. - , 
4' 

News r e p o r t s  t h e  o d d ,  t h e  un a1 , . t h a  un iquev  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  

normal." Because t h e  r o l e  of t h e  media i s  t o  e n t e r t a i n  a s  wel l  a s  t o  

inform; " the  d u l l ,  t h e  r o u t i n e ,  t h e  u n e x c i t i n g  i s  seldom s e e n  a s  news'" 
i , . 

(Wicker,  1978, p. 44) .  
* 

N e w s  s t o r i e s  a r e  l i n k e d  t o  c u r r e n t  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  news g i v i a g  a ; 

s e n s e  of c o n t i n u i t y  t o  t h e  news.  ~ e r s o n a l i ~ i e s  a r k  a l s o  a  l i n k  t o  

t h i s  s e n s e  of  c o n t i n u i t y  i n  t h e  news coverage.  
& 

Schramm c a t e g o r i z e d  news as  i m m e d i a t e  r e w a r d  a n d  d e l a y  r e w a r d  
4 

( c i t e d  i n  H i e b e r t  e t  a l . ,  1 9 8 2 ) .  I m m e d i a t e  r e w a r d  news p r o v i d e s  

i n s t a n t  s a t i s f a c t i o n  by i n c l u d i n g  e l e m e n t s  o f  c o n f l i c t ,  n o v e l t y ,  

n o t o r i e t y ,  o r  f a m i l i a r i t y  . C r i m e ,  a c c i d e n t s ,  s p o r t s ,  s o c i a l  e v e n t s  



f a l l  i n t o  t h i s  c a t e g o r y .  R e a d i n g  t h i s % n & w s  r e q u i r e s  l i t t l e  
i ; 

V1 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  a n d  a p p e a l s  t o  o u r  e m o t i o n s .  D e l a y e d i r e w a r d  n e w s  - 

L 2 
i n c l u d e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  p u b l i c  a f f a y r s ,  economic matters, s c i e n c e ,  

a n d  e d u c a t i o n .  The  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h i s  n e w s ,  w h i c h  r e q u i r e s  a > 
a d  

c o n s c i o u s  e_fforF to  r e a d ,  ref lect  on  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and soci.$, s y s t e m s  
*?--  ' t. - 

r a t h e r  t h a n  bn i ' n a i v i d u a l s .  Schramm c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  c o n s u m e r s J  g i v e  
f 

'h a 
m o r e  time and a t t e n t i o n  t o  immedia t e  reward  news. The consequence  o f  

t h @  is t h a t  immed ia t e  r eward  e l e m e n t s  are worked i n t o  as much w r i t i n g  

as  p o s s i b l e .  1 

B a g d i k i a n  ( 1 9 6 9 ) ,  a j o u r n a l  a n d  c r i t i c  o f  h i s  p r o f e s s i o n ,  
& 

no ted  t h a t  i n  a  h i g h l y  c o m p l e x  a n d  c h a n g i h g  w o r l d ,  t h e  r i g i d i t i e s  
- 1 

embedded  i n  t h e  c r a f t  o f  j o u r n a l i s m  'make i t  an i n a d e q u a t e  info~mati ; ;  

sys tem.  R e p o r t e r s  s t i c k  t o  t h e i r  che r i - shed  n o t i o n  o f  a s t o r y  a n d  d o  
I 

t n o t  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  change  d o e s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  arise from a 
'u 

' i s  s i n g l e  e v e n t  o r  e v e n  a c h a i n  o f  c e n t e r e d  e v e n t s .  Ma'ny f o r c e s  a c t  t o  
\ 

5 . i 
b c r e a t e  a a n g e  and t h e  news f a i l s  t o  add them up .so t h a t  e v e n  t h e  well 

ri 
informed-d-;,  n o t  know w h a t  i s  g o i n g  o n .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h i g h l y  

:i 

s p e c i a l i z e d  k i n d s  o f T k n o w l e d g e  needed t o  u n d 6 r s t a n d  wha t  l i e s  o u t s i d e  

o u r  immedia te  s p h e r e  o f  i v t e r e s  t a n d  oompe t e n c e ,  B a g d i k i a n  f u r t h e r  

s u g g e s t e d  j o u r n a l i s t s  "8e i n  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  wor ld  o f  s c h o l a r s h i p  and 

s o c i a l  a c t i o n n  ( p .  1 3 ) a  



b 

The R e ~ o r t e r  ' s Ob lac t i v e   vie^ 

The o b j e c t i v e  view o f  j o u r n a l i s t s  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e y  uphold  t h e  
Q 

p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e i r  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  t h e i r  r e p o r t i n g  by  w r i t i n g  news  
4 

a c c u r a t e l y ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  a  f a i r  b a l a n c e  o f  a r g u m e n t s  on  i s s u e s  and 

m a i n t a i n i n g  ' a n  o b j a c t i v i t y  b y  a . t t r i b u t i n g  f a c t s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  t o  
- iI 

a u t h o r J t a t i v e  s o u r c e s .  
+ *  

'1 T h i s  v i e w  h a s  b e e n  s u b j e c t  t o  c r i 2 i c i s m .  Even newsworkers  f i n d  
i 

i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  b e t w e e n  f a c t  ("news s t o r i e s )  a n d  
%, I 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  ( e d i t o r k a l s ,  c o l u m n i s t s ) .  

\ 
---e My q u e s t i o n  "How is o b j e c t i v e  r e p o r t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  from 

news a n a l y s i s ? "  was t h e  m o s t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a n s w e r .  . . . .. 
\ - t h e  l o c a l  news e d i t o r  t a c k l e d  t h e  q u e s t i o n . .  . h e  s a i d :  

"news a n a l y s i s  i b p l i e s  v a l u e  judgments.  S t r a i g h t  news 
i h a s  n o  v a l u e  j u d g e m e n t s  w h a t s o e v e r . .  . You c a n ' t  

e l i m i n a t e  t h e  l a b e l  " n e w s  a n a l y s i s n  a n d  s a y  
a n y  t h i n g .  . . . t h e  key p o i n t  i s  t h e  number and d e g r e e  o f  

. v a l u e  judgments  undocumen ted  a t  t h e  time. ( T u c h m a n ,  
1978,  P.  9 9 ) .  

a. 

% 

The j o u r n a l i s t s *  own j a r g o n ,  " s t o r y n ,  r e f  e r r i n g  t o  news, s u g g e s t s  

a te l ler  c a p t u r i n g  a n  a u d i e n c e .  What f a c t s  a r e  c h o s e n  a n d  how t h e y  

a re  p r e s e n t e d  i m p l i e s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e p o r t e r .  
t 

Q u o t a t i o n  marks  are used  as p r o o f  o f  supposed  o b j e c t i v i t y :  H o w e v e r ,  

r e p o r t e b s  c a n  g e t  o t h e r s  t o  s a y  what  t h e y ,  as r e p o r t e r s ,  t h i n k .  T h i s  

g o e s  u n d e t e c t e d  as l o n g  as a  p r o f e s s i o n a l  f a c t  f i n d i n g  p r o c e d u r e  i s  

f o l l o w e d .  J o u r n a l i s t s  c a n n o t  o p e r a t e  w i t h o u t  v a l u e s  e v e n  i f  , 

u n c 6 n s c i o u s  v a l u e s .  These  v a l u e s  d e t e r m i n e  which  e v e n t s  become news. 



12. ' 
-* 

I.1 

'.a 

I f  a  n e w s  s t o r y  d e a l s  w i t h  a c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  a r e  
g e n e r a l l y  o o n s i d e r e d  u n d e s i r a b l e  and whose d e s c r i p t i o n  
c o n t a i n  n e g a t i v e  c o n n o t a t i o n s ,  t h e n  t h e  s t o r y  I 

i m p l i c i t l y  e x p r e s s e s  a  v a l u e  a b o u t  w h a t  i s  d e s i r a b l e .  h 

I n  t h e  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  news a l s o  assumes a  consensus  abou t  
v a l u e s  t h a t  may n o t  e x i s t ,  f o r  i t  reminds  t h e  a u d i e n c e  

J , ir o f  v a l u e s  t h a t  are b ~ T p g  v i o l a t e d  and assumed t h a t  t h e  -. 
a u d i e n c e  s h a r e s  t h e s e  v a l u e s .  LGans, 1979, p. 40) 

6*", *. 
& * 

Gans ( 1979 )  i d e n t i f i e s  e i g h t  e n d u r i n g  v a l u e s  i n  t h e  news i n  t h e  

.United S t a t e s  : - ' 

e 

--- 
1 .  e t h n o c e n t r i s m ,  jud.ging o t h e r s  by- t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which ; 

\ 
i F 

t h e y  l i v e  up t o  American p r a c t i c e s  and v a l u e s ;  

2. a 1  t r u i s t i c  d q m o c r a c y  , i n d i b a t i n g  how democracy shou ld  

p e r f o r m  i d  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  b y  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  o n  

d e v i a t i o n s  such a? c o n f l i c t ,  p r o t e s t s ,  and b u r e a u c r a t i c  
-<. 

m a l f u n c t i o n  ; r 
3. r e s p o n s i b l e  c a p i t a l  i s m ,  c ? - o p e r a t i n g  economica l ly /  f o r  

t h e  i n c r e a s e d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  a l l ;  

4 .  s m a l l - t o w n  p a s t o r a l i s m ,  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  v i r t u e  o f  

s m a l l n e s s  and f a u l t s  of b i g n e s s  such  as b i g  government ,  
-4 

b i g  l a b o u r ,  b i g  b u s i n e s s  ; 

5. i n d i v i d u a l i s m ,  p r e s e r v i n g  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d t h l  

a g a i n s t  n a t i o n  and s o c i e t y ;  

6 .  m o d e r a t i s m ,  d i s c o u r a g i n g  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  law a n d  

dominant v a l u e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p o l i t i c a l  v a l u e s ;  

7. s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  emphasiz ing t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  s o c i a l  o r d e r  
*~ 



b y  a t t e n d i n g  t o  * s t o r i e s  o f  s o c l i a l  d i s o r d e r  a n d  t h e  
, F 

concern  w i t h  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  o r d e r ; . ,  
&' -9 

8. l e a d e r s h i 3 ,  m a i n t a n i n g  s o c i a l  o r d e r  through competent  
> ,% 

o 6 

i l e a d e r s h i p  by f o c u s i n g  on t h e  l e a d e r ' s  d a i l y  o f f i c i a l  r 

a c t i v i t i e s  , and-&rsonal and p s y c h o l o g i @ a l  q u a l i  ties. 

Because o f " t h e  e x t r a o r d i n a r y  a p p e a l  o f  mass m e d i a ,  t h e y  were -' , 

assumed t o  have mwer t o  shape  o p i n i o n  and behav io r .  Rese4rch on mas$ 

media d a t i n g  from i t s  e a r l y  development  b e f o r e  1940  t h r o u g h  t o  1  960 > 
h T c o ~ c e n t r a t e d  on a t t i t u d e  change i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  (Winston,  1973,  p. 21 1. 

r - 
Assuming a t t i t u d e  change a s  a c r i t e r i o n  o f  i n f l u e n c e ,  s o c i o l o g i s t s  

a 

a s s e s s e d  how a  p a r t i c u l a r  message i n f l u e n c e d  change i n  p r e v q o u s l y  h e l d  
e .  

o p i n i o n s  o r  a t t i t u d e s .  The mass m e d i a  d i d  n o t  e m e r g e  a s  m a j o r  

c o n t r i B b t o r s  t o  c h a n g e  i n  o p i n i o n s  (McQuail ,  1 9 7 7 ) +  .Klapper  (1963)  
1 

summarizing t h e  r e s e a r c h  s t a t e d :  wMass c o n k u n i c a t i o n  does n o t  s % r v e  
t 

as  a n e c e s s a r y  a n d  s u f f i e f e n t  c a u s e  o f  a u d i e n c e  e f f e c t s  b u t  rat i$er 

f u n c t i o n s  th rough  a nexus o f  m e d i a t i n g  f a c t o r s n ~ . ( p .  14) .  
- > 

Media  h a v e  t h e  power t o  c h a n g e  o p i n i o n s  on un impor tan t  i s s u e s ,  

which a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s  of a d v e r t i s i n g ;  b u t  n o t  o n  i m p o r t a n t  
I 

i s s u e s  s u c h  a s - p o l i t i c a l  b e l i e f s .  W i n s t o n  ( 1 9 7 3 )  g u g g e s t s  i t  i? ,, 
F 

f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e  a u d i e n c e  e f f e c t s  r e m a i n  u n p r e d i c t a b l e  b e c a u s e  i t  

r e d u c e s  t h e  p d s s i b i l i t y  o f  s o c i a l  e n g i n e e r i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  'media. 

However, t h e  e d i a  c a n  e n g i n e e r  a n  advan tage  on new i s s u e s ;  by  h a v i n g  ' 

-. 
3 



t h e  first word,. t hey  can  become t h e  g iven  a t t i t u d e  (Winston, 1973) : , . 

Given t h a t  r e s e a r c h  s u g g e s t s  t h e  media  do  & M e E g e  a s  m a j o r  , 

, . -C . / 5 :  , 

c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  change i n  o p i n i o n ,  i t  is of  i n t e r e s t  t o  cons ider '  aga in  
* 

* 

t h e  ques t ion :  What are t h e  sou rces  o f r " r h f o r m a ~ d o n  you u s e  t o  j u d g e  

t h e  q u a l i t y  of s c h o o l s  i n  your l o c a l  communitj;; t h a t  is' where -do you 

g e t  your informatio-h about  t he  sqhodls?"  (Gal lup ,  1983, p. 42). 

Om c a n n d t  assume from t h i s  ques t i on ,  a, r e l a t i o n  betvein what i s '  
/ 

p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  newspape r s  and o p i n i o n $  t h a t .  p e o p l e  h o l d  +on t h e  
,+ 

p u b l i ?  s choo l s .  The media may not  d i r e c t l y  be a  & j o r  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  

change of opinion.  They can be a  s o u r c e  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  b u t  t h i s  i s  
- 

g e n e r a l l y  used t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e  op in ions  of t h e  r eade r .  

n e r e  is a c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween  t h e  f a c t s  p e o p l e  know a b o u t  a n  
3 

i s s u e  and t h e i r  o p i n i o n s ,  b-ut i n d i v i d u a l s  w i l l  know and b e l i e v e  more 
s> 2 

f a c t s  congenial  t o  t h e i r  op in ion  than f a c t s  uncongenial  (Smith,  1968)". 

. k Information can be presen ted  t o  t h e  r eade r  but  what f a c t s  are r e t axned .  

is  determined by t h e  op in ions  o f  t h e  r eade r .  
i . ~ 

I People remember m a t e r i a l  t h e i r  own p o i n t  
j of v i e w  b e t t e r  t h a n  wh$ch 
"t t a c k s  t h e i r  p o i n t  

t o  communications w i t h  which they are unsympathetic n o t  
uncommonly  d i s t o r t  t h e  c o n t e n t s  s o  t h e y  e n d  u p  
perceiving* t h e  message as though i t  supported t h e i r " o w n .  
po in t  of view.  ladpe per; 1963, p. 27)  - 

Opin ion  i s  formed w i t h i n  a s o c i a l  con tex t ;  small i n t i m a t e  groups -. 
@ .  

of f a m i l y ,  f r i e n d s  and  co -worke r s  a r e  t h e  p r i m a r y ' g e n e r a t o k s  o f  

a t t i t u d e s  and op- in ions .  People of l i k e  op in ions  seek- each o t h e r  ou t  , 



, $  - 
a s .  c o m p a n i o n s .  A l t h o u g h  med ia  may n o t  have  a  d i r e c t ~ e f f e c t  on 

people ' s  a t t i t i i d e s ,  an i n t e r p l a y  of m a s s  m'edia and p e r s o n a l  c o n t a c t  .- 
s 

-4 

a p p e a r s  t o  have  a n  i n f l u e n c e .  The two- s t ep  f l o w  of+&mmunication 
-* - 

c e n t e r s  on t h e  opinio-n l e a d e r ,  whose i d e a s  have ge r sona l  i n f l u e n c e  i n  
# 

t h e  group. 

, 
O p i n i o n  l e a d e r s s t e n d  t o  be both more g e n e r a l l y  %xposed_ 
t o  t h e  mass media and more s p e c i f i c a l l y  exposed t o  t h e  
c o n t e n t  mos t  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e i r  l e ade r sh ip .  
P re sumab ly ,  t h i s *  i n c r e a s e d  e x p o s u r e  t h e n  becomes a 
compogent  . . . o f  t h e  i n f luence  which such i n f l u e n t i a l s  
t r a n s m i t  t o  o t h e r s .  (Katz & Laza r s f e ld ,  1955, p, 316) 

B e l i e f  i n  t h e  power of t h e  media is  not  d i scounted  by r e sea rch ,  c 

. " 

a1 though e x p e c t a t i o n s  and a p p r o a c h e s  have  c h a n g e d  a s  a  r e s u l t  . 
, Research approaches now: ., 

,' 
- 

-7' 
c . +Take a  l o n g e r  time span ,  pay more a t t e n t i o n  t o  peopl; " 

'.in t h e i r  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t ,  l o o k  a t  what  p e o p l e  know 
r a t h e r  t h a n  . a t  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  and o p i n i o n s ,  t a k e  
account  o f  t he  u se s  and motives  of t h e  a u d i e n c e  member 6- 

as m e d i a t i n g  any  e f f e c t ,  look a t  s t r u c t u r e s  of  b e l i e f  
and op in ion  an@ s o c i a l  behavior  r a t h e r  t han  i n d i v i d u a l  - 6 
cases . ,  t a k e  morSe n o t i c e  o f  t h e  con ten t  whose e f f e c t s  
are being s tud i ed .  (McQuail, 1977, p .= 74 )  

S O C ~ O  - ~0li- 
* 

I l'he p r e s s  b e r v e ~ a s  " t h e  k e e p e r  o f  s o c i e t y !  s v a l u e s n  ( T e b b e l ,  
Y - 

, . 1974, p. 267) .  Each s o c i e t y  a f f e c t s  and c o n t r ~ l s  t h e  p r e s s  as i t  does 
s 

- a&l "its s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  I n  f a c t ,  the' press-has. been charged wi th  

t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  s o c i a l  o rde r .  "Every organized s o c i e t y  t h a t  e v e r .  \ 



- t h e r e  was ,has  had some form of j o u r n a l i s m ,  t o  keep i t se l f  f u n c t i o n i n g w  

( B r u c k e r ,  1973, p. ' , o ) .  That s o c i a - p o l i t s c a l  v a l u e s  are r e f l e c t e d  i n  

t h e  p r e s s  i s  a p p a r e n t  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i s t - c a p i t a l i s t  dichotomy. The 
4 

c a p i t a l i s t  c l a i m s  t h e  communis t  p a p e r  i s  n o t  f r e e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  

s u b j e c t  t o  government c o n t r o l ,  and t h e  'communist claims t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  
m 

p a p e r  is n o t  f r e e  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  n o t  p u b l i c  p r o p e r t y  a n d  h a s  a c g 

. c a p i t a l i s t  b.;Las. Each p o i n t  o f  view r e p r e s e n t s  a p a r t i c u l a r  s e t  of  
. . a 

P 
v a l u e s .  ~ h - e ~ m e d i a  r e f l a c t s  t h e  power  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  i d e o l o g i c a l  
-i 

s t r u * t n r e  o f  s o c i e t y  by '  d r a w i n g  on v a l u e s  and a s s u m p t i o n s  which are 

-; 
- '% .': most popu la r .  

< 

< ~ews i m p o s e s  a s o c i a l  o r d e r  o n  t h e  world  by hav ing  news e v e n t s  

o e c u r  a t  some l o c a t i o n s  and n o t  a t  o t h e r s  a n d  u s i n g  some p e o p l e  a s  

s o u r c e s  and ,not' o t h e r s .  * -3. ' 
i 

+ - 

T - . With some o v e r  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  i t  would be f a i r  t o  s a y  
t h a t  news [ i n  Uni ted  S t a t e s ]  s u p p o r t s  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r  
o f  p u b l i e  ,- b w i n e s s ,  a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  upper-middle  
c l a s s ,  middle-aged,  and w h i t e  male s e c t o r s  o f  s o c i e t y .  
Because t h e  news emphasizes  people  o v e r  g r o u p s ,  i t  pays  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  
e x c e p t  as r e f l e c t e d  i n  i t s  l e a d e r s . .  . t h e  news d e a l s  
w i t h  t h e  most powerful  o f f i c i a l s  i n  t h e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  

. . .  a g e n c i e s .  (Gans,  1979,  p. 6 1 )  
.. - =+* c 

P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  t h e  j o u ~ n a l i s t s  o f  The Sun and I h ~ & ~ P r o v i n c e  are 

themse lves  membecs o f  a u n i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  because  o f  t h e  s t r e n g t h  of t h e  

u n i o n  movement g e n e r a l l y  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia, t h e  news o f  t h e s e  p a p e r s  



c e n t e r s  n o t ' o n l y  on t h e  p u b l i c ,  b u s i n e s s ,  and  p r o f e s s i o n a l  upper- 

midd le  c l a s s ,  bu t  a l s o  on o f f i c i a l s  of  powerful  u n i o n s .  U n i o n s  h a v e  

becqme p a r t  o f  t h e  institutionalized s o c k a l  o r d e r .  

News o c c u r s  rou . t ine ly  a t  c e n t r a l i z e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  R e p o r t e r s  + 

4 
a . s s u m e  r e a d d e r s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e s e  > ,  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and by r e p o r t i n g  on them r e i n f o r c e  t h e i r  p u b l i c  image.. 

O f f i c i a l s  i n  p o s i t i o n s  of  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and a u t h o r i t y  are t h e  s o u r c e s  

of  i n r o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  A s  Tuchman ( 1 9 7 8 )  s a y s ,  

" T o d q y ' s  news n e t  i s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  b i g  f i s h n  (p .  2 1 ) .  Big f i s h  can 

s u p p l y  j o u r n a l i s t s  w i t h  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e a s i l y  a n d  e f f i c i e n t l y  

a n d  "make t h e i r  p o i n t  c o n c i s e l y  and p r e f e r a b l y  d r a m a t i c a l l y "  (Cans,  

1979,  p. 131) .  Ekcause j o u r n a l i s t s  are expec ted  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  l a t e s t  

news t o  t h e i r  a u d i e n c e ,  news becomes s i g n i f i c a n t  i f  i t  i s  e f f i c i e n t .  

I n v e s t i g a t i v e  j o u r n a l i s m  i n v o l v i n g  unknown s o u r c e s  i s  t o o  t ime 

c o n s u m i n g  a n &  c o s t l y  t o  be  t h e  m a i n s t a y  o f  news.  R e p o r t e r s  must  

o b t a i n  t h e  most  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  f e w e s t  number 

o f  s o u r c e s ,  a s  q u i c k l y  and i n e x p e n s i v e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .  

That  peop le  w i t h  power s e r v e  as s o u r c e s  h a s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o n  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  n e w s  p e o p l e  u n c - o v e r .  G o v e r n m e n t s  h a v e  s e c r e t s ;  

b u r e a u c r a c i e s  have p r e s e r v i n g  mechanisms. 

Power  i s  a l s o  e x e r c i s e d  when A d e v o t e s  e n e r g i e s  t o  
c y e a t i n g  o r  r e i n f o r c i n g  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  v a l u e s  and 
i h s t i t u t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  l i m i t  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  
p b l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  t o  p u b l i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  o n l y  t h o s e  
i s s u e s  w h i c h  a r e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  i n n o c u o u s  t 0 . A .  
(Bachrach & B a r a t z ,  1970,  p. 7 )  



I n s t i t u t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  

m a i n t a i n  t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  o r d e r .  The maintenance o f  s o c i a l  o r d e r  a n d  

t h e  d e s i r e  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t  i s  a  s t r o n g  v a l u e  i n  t h e  news (Gans, 1979) 

a s  evidenced by t h e  a t t e n t i o n  g i v e n  t h r e a t s  t o  v a r i o u s  k i n d s  o f  o r d e r  

a n d  m e a s u r e s  t o  r e s t o r e  t h a t  o r d e r  a s  w e l l  a s  r o u t i n e  s t o r - i e s  on 

a c t i v i t i e s  o f  l e a d i n g  p u b l i c  f i & r e s .  
\ 

- * 
',, 

~ u c h m a n  ,( 1 9 7 8 )  a r g u e d  t h a t  news p r o t e c t s  t h e  s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  n o t  
-, -. 

o n l y  by i ts  r e p o r t i n g  o n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  powerful  as s o u r c e s  b u t  

a l s o  by t h e  m a n n e r  i n  w h i c h  news i s  r e p o r t e d ,  b e c a u s e  i t  e s c h e w s  

a n a l y s i s  by e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  c o n c r e t e ,  c o n t i n g e n t ,  p r e s e n t  t i m e  

o r i e n t a t i o n  a n d  a v o i d s  m a k i n g  l i n k a g e s  b e t w e e n  e v e n t s .  " B u t ,  as 

i d e o l o g y ,  news b l o c k s  i n q u i r y  by p r e v e n t i n g  a n  a n a l y t i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  

th rough  which s o c i a l  a c t o r s  c a n  work t o  unders tand  t h e i r  awn f a t e 1 '  ( p .  

1 8 0 ) .  The c o m p l e x i t y  o f  e v e n t s ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a n  a h i s t o r i c a l  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  p r e v e n t s  t h e  s t r u c t u r i n g  of  i s s u e s .  It i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  

r e a d e r s  t o  g e t  a  comple te  p i c t u r e .  H e c h t  p u t s  i t  wellA: " T r y i n g  t o  

d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  i s  g o i n g  on-  i n  t h e  world by r e a d i n g  t h e  newspaper i s  

l i k e  t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  t h e  tihe by wa tch ing  i h e  s e c o n d  h a n d  o f  a  c l o c k n  

as c i t e d  by MacLean, 1981, p. 1 4 7 ) .  - 
Z 

The Anglo-American t r a d i t i o n  of  " f r e e  p r e s s n  grew o u t  o f  t h e  1 7 t h  

c e n t u r y  w r i t i n g s  o f  John Mil ton.  He w r o t e  i n  1 6 4 4 ,  -tics: 4 



And t h o u g h  a l l  t h e  winds of d o c t r i n e  were l e t  l o o s e  t o  
p l a y  upon t h e  e a r t h ,  s o  T r u t h  b e  i n '  t h e  f i e l d ,  we d o  
i n j u r i o u s l y  by l i c e n s i n g  a n d  p r o h i b i t i n g  t o  misdoubt 
h e r  g t r e n g t h .  L e t  h e r  and f a l s e h o o d  g r a p p l e  : who e v e r  
knew T r u t h  p u t  t o  t h e  w o r s t  i n  a f r e e  a n d  o p e n  
e n c o u n t e r ?  Her c o n f u t i n g  i s  t h e  b e s t  a n d  s u r e s t  
s u p p r e s s i n g .  ( M i l t o n ,  1961 , ' p .  45)  

T h a t  t h e  u n r e s t r i c t e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  of  i d e a s  and o p i n i o n s ,  f r e e  

from government c o n t r o l ,  was t h e  b e s t  g u a r a n t e e  o f  t r u t h  became a  

p r i n c i p l e  f o r  t h e  s u r v i v a l  o f  democracy. I n  Canada, The C h a r t e r  o f  ' 

R i a h t s  and Freed- d e c l a r e s  as a fundamenta l  r i g h t  t o  a l l :  " ~ r e e f l o m  - 

o f  t h o u g h t ,  b e l i e f ,  o p i n i o n ,  and e x p r e s s i o n  i n c l u d i n g ,  freedom of t h e  

p r e s s  and o t h e r  media of communicationsw (Canada Act ,  1982,  S 2 ) .  

T h e  p a r a d o x  o f  t h e  " f r e e  p r e s s n  c o n c e p t ,  w i t h  t h e  p r e s s  a s  

watchdog of  democracy,  is  t h a t  o u t  o f  i t  g r e w  a  p r i v a t e  e n t e r p r i s e  

p r e s s ,  a  p r o f i t a b l e  b u s i n e s s .  The i d e a l  o f  a  p r e s s ,  f r e e  f r o m  , , 
, 

government c o n t r o l ,  was t h a t  i t  would  a l l o w  a f r e e  m a r k e t p l a c e  o f  

i d e a s .  However ,  t h e  p r e s s  as  b u s i n e s s  may n o t  p r o v i d e  

i d e a s  and o p i n i o n s   that t h e  "free p r e s s w  i d e a l  espoused-. - . , 

N e w s  i s  n i t  c b n s i d e r e d  a communal r e s o u r c e  b u t  

% +' 

t h e - f o r u m  o f  

a  commodi ty  

produced and b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  p r e s s .  A s  a  commodity, i t  i s  i n h e r e n t l y  

s u b j e c t  t o  m o n o p o l i z a t i o n .  A s  R.  K. Thomson, t h e  p r i n c i p a l  owner o f  

Canada 's  largest newspaper c h a i n ,  p u t  i t :  "1 buy n e w s p a p e r s  t o  make 

money t o  buy more  n e w s p a p e r s  t o  make more moneyw (Thornson, 1977,  p. z~ 

47) .  The Thomson c h a i n  h y  a  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  2 . 4  m i l l i o n .  SouCham, 
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* 
trhe o w n e r  o f  t h e  two p a p e r s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y ,  D e  Suq ahd prdv;~nce,  

is t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  n e w s p a p e r  c h a i n  w i t h  a c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  1 . 2 6  
". 

m i l l i ' o n  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  t h e  o w n e r s h i p  o f  1 4  l a r g e  %rtYan d a i l i e s .  

Southam a l s o  c o n t r o l s  C o l e s ,  t h e  l a r g e s t  h o o k  r e  l e r  i n  C a n a d a  

( D u t h i e ,  1 9 8 4 )  . T o g e t h e r ,  t h e s e  two c h a i n s  c o n t r o l  58% o f  Canad ian  
t. 

newspaper c i r c u l a t i o n .  

The c o n c e n t r a t i o n  o f  n e w s p a p e r  o w n e r s h i p  a f f e c t s  t h e  k i n d  o f  

r e p o r t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  r e c e i v e s .  A s  L i e b l i n g  ( 1 9 6 1 )  s o  a p t l y p u t  -it: 

"Freedom o f  t h e  p r e s s  b e l o n g s  t o  t h o s e  who own o n e l u p .  3 0 ) .  The 

i s s u e  o f  c o r p o r a t e  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  Canada was i n v e s t i g a t e d  by a Royal  

~ d m m i s s i o n  ( 1 9 7 7 ) .  I n  t h e  r e p o r t ,  "The N e w s p a p e r  a n d  F r e e d &  of 

I n f o r m a t i o n n ,  i t  s ta tes  how o w n e r s h i p  c a n  a f f e c t  c o n t e n t  : * 
-- - 

[ O w n e r s  1 e a s i l y  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  g e n e r a l  o r i e n k a t i o n  o f  a 
newspaper  a n d  c a n  t h e r e b y  i n f l u e n c e  news c o n t e n t  i n  
many w a y s .  Thus,  t h r o u g h  s e l e c t i o n  o f  managers  a t  t h e  
s u p e r v i s o r y  l e v e l ,  t h e  c h o i c e  o f  e d i t o r i a l  wri ters  a n d  
j o u r n a l i s t s ,  m o n e t a r y  a n d  i n t a n g i b l e  r e w a r d s ,  b i a s e d  
g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  d i r e c t  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  o w n e r s  c a n  
c o n s i d e r a b l y  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  h a n d l i n g  o f  news. ( p. 1 ) 

C o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  c a n  r e s u l t  i n  c e n s o r i n g 7 % h a t  which  doe: n o t  
-iW 

promote a n o t h e r  of t h e i r  monopoly i n t e r e s t s  o r  p u b l i s h i n g  t h a t  w h i c h  

d o e s .  An e x a m p l e  of  t h i s  seems t o  o c c u r  i n  a n  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r i n g - i n  

_Tha P-rpy,im& e n t i t l e d ,  nBawdy Bard b i t  bounces  back  i n t o  s c h o o l  b o o k n  

( P F 8  . A d e l e t i o n  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  e d i t i o n  o f  S h a k e s p e a r e ' s  Macbeth was - 

now b e i n g  p r i n t e d  back  i n t o  new c o p i e s .  P e r h a p s  t h i 3  was a n o t e  o n  
&. ' 

r, 

t h e  l i b e r a l i z a t i o n  o f  c e n s o r s h i p  i n  s e c o n d a r y  c u r r i c u l u m .  The f a c t  



t h a t  C o l e s ,  owned by Southam, was men t ioned  t h e  a r t i c l e  f o u r  times 

s u g g e s t s  a n o t h e r  i n t e r e s t .  

I n ,  f u t u r e ,  B-i C .  p u p i l s  u s i n g  a C o l e s  e d i t i o n  'of  
Macbeth  f o r  g r a d e  1 1  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  g e t  a n  u n e x p u r g a t e d  
v e r s i o n  -- i n c l u d i n g  p a s s a g e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  khe e f f d c b g  
o f  a l c o h o l  o n  s e x u a l  a p p e t i t e  - a n d  p e r f o r m a n c e .  "We 
w i l l  b e  a d d i n g  t h e  d e b a t a b l e  ' m i s s i n g t  t e x t  i n  a n y  
f u t u r e  p r o d u c t i o n s , "  C o l e s  Eh-esident W. E. A r d e l l  t o l d  
t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  B i l l  Vander Zalm i n  a le t ter .  
(IT81 p 

I f  a n o t h e r  c o m p a n y  h a d  p u b l i s h e d  t h e  e d i t i o n  o f  M a c b e t h ,  i t  i s  

q u e s t i o n a b l e  w h e t h e r  the i s s u e  would have  r e c e i v e d  s u c h  c o v e r a g e .  
. I  ra - 

\ 

5. A l t h o u g h  c h a i n  t a k e o v e r s  o f  newspapers  c o u l d  improve  t h e  q u a l i t y  

o f  r e p o r t i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  m o r e  r e s o u r c e s -  a t  t h e i r  d i s p o s a l ,  

e v i d e n c e  is  t h a t  i n d e p e n d e n t l y  owned p a p e r s  h a v e  mote news, more s t a f f  

w r i t t e n  s t o r i e s ,  f e w e r  less e x p e n s i v e ,  w i r e  s e r v i c e  s t o r i e s ,  l . o w e r  a $  

a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  n e w s t a n d  r a t e s  (MacLean ,  1981 1. C h a i n  o w n e r s h i p  

r a t h e r  t h a n  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  b e t t e r  r e p o r t i n g ,  a p p e a r s  to 

d i m i n i s h  i t .  - 
R a t h e r  ' t h a n  f o s t e r i n g  t h e  f o r u m  o f  i d e a s  e s p o u s e d  by t h e  \?free 

p r e s s m  i d e a l ,  news as b u s i n e s s  h a s  d i m i n i s h e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  i d e a s  and  

o p i n i o n s .  N e w s p a p e r s  m u s t  a t t r a c t  - a n d  $ o l d  a l a r g e  a u d i e n c e  t o  be vc 
p r o f i t a b l e  s o  t h e y  e x p r e s s  t h e  v i e w s  and v a l u e s  most  w i d e l y  a c c c i p t e d .  

i 

;i 
I R a d i c a l  .views are n o t  v o i c e d ,  t h u s  l i m i t i n g  t h e  p r e s s  as ; r e s o u r c e  of7 -, 

- 

p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  i d e a l s .  



The  c o n c l u s i o n  i u ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  i t  had b e e n  
m a n i f e s t  t o  everybody t h a t  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  economic,  
a n d  c u l t u r a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  v a l u e s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  h a v e  
-appeared td become more a n d  more  d i s p a r a k e  , and  t h i s  
d i s p a r i t y  more and more o r g a n i z e d ,  t h e  k ind  o f  o p i n i o n s  
and a t t i t u d e s  and f a l u e s  and ,  above  a l l ,  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
c o n v e y e d  by ., . t h e  p r e s s  h a s  t e n d e d  t o  become more 
c o n s t r a i n e d  and more i n t e r n a l l y  c o n s i s t e n t .  ( B u r n s ,  
1977,  P. 6 7 )  

The p r e s s  i s  " t h e  g u a r d i a n  o f  f reedomn (Agee, 1968,  p. 2 ) ,  " t h e  : 

l i f e  l i n e  of  demowacyn ( h o l l e n h o f f ,  1968, p. 1751, and " t h e  w a t c h d o g  

of  governmentn (Krieghbaum, 1972, p. 2 ) .  "Were i t  Je f t  t o  me t o  d e c i d e  
j .  

whether  w e  shou ld  have a government w i t h k t  ' n e u s p a p e r s  o r  n e w s p a p e r s  

w i t h o u t  a  . g o v e r n m e n t ,  I s h o u l d  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  p r e f e r  t h e  l a t t e r n  

( J e f f e r s o n ,  1939, p. 142) .  
F. 

Freedom o f  ,, t h e  p r e s s - i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  most p r e c i o u s  o f  human X 

r i g h t s ' i n  a d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y .  P e o p l e  m u s t  g e t  s u f f i c i e n t  -. 

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  make t h e  judgements r e q u i r e d  o f  a d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y .  

The media a r e  t h e  main s o u r c e  o f  p u b l i c  i n f o r m a t i o n .  "Democracy i s  

c o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  a n  i n f o r m e d  p u b l i c  w i t h  means  t o  l e a r n  w h a t  t h e  

government is d o i n g  and t h e  r i g h t  t o  c r i t i c i z e  what t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  

- doing . "  (Mollenhoffl., 1968,  p. 1 7 5 ) .  

  he p & ~  q e d i a t e s  b e t i e e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e q  and t h e  p u b l i c ' s  " r i g h t  
\ 

t o  -known.  G o v e r n m e n t  c o o p e r a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e n s u r e  t h e  

d i s s e m i n a t i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  d e c i s i o n s  and a c t i o n s  o f  government 

which keep t h e  peop le  a l i v e  t o  t h e  common i n t e r e s t s  an& p r o b l e m s  t h e y  



face. - 

B e c a u s e  o f  r i v a l r y  b o t h  w i t h i n  t h e  m e d i a  a n d  g o i v e r n m e n t ,  

I 
government  c o o p e r a  t i o n  some times i s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  l e a k e d  news .  T h i s  

i s  d o n e  i f  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v i n g  i s  i n e f f i c i e n t  o r  if a d e l i b e r a t e  

a t t e m p t  i s  made i n  government  c i r c l e s  t o  w i t h h o l d  i n f o r m a t i o n .  I t  i s  * 

a l s o  d o n e  by i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  r e a s o n  o f  p r i n c i p l e ,  p a r t i s a n s h 4 p ,  o r  2 < ." 

p e r s o n a l  a d v a n t a g e .  
" 

We know f r o m  e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  a v i g o r o u s ,  compe ten t  and 
d e d i c a t e d  f r e e  p r e s s  i s  n e v e r  g o i n g  t o  h a v e  a n  e a s y  ' 
t ime i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  i l l s  o f  p o p u l a r  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
b e c a u s e  i t  i s  i n  t h e  v e r y  n a t u r e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  L 

d e f e n d  i t s e l f  a t  a l l  c o s t .  (Hohenberg ,  1978,  p. 2 8 5 )  
B 
\ 

 he p r e s s  t a k e s  . o n  t h e  r o l e  o f  i n d e s t i g a t o r  i n t o  gove rnmen t ,  

r e f u s i n g  t o  a c c e p t  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  a g a i n s t  p u b l i c  

i n t e r e s t .  T h i s  c r e a t e s  a t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  p r e s s  a n d  government  as 

j o u r n a l i s t s  ma in ta inGa  s k e p t i c a l  a t  t i  t u d e  t o w a r d  g o v e r n m e n t ,  T h i s  

a d v e r s a r i a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s s  p r o b a b l y  s t r e n g t h e n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  

1 9 6 0 s  ( H o h e n b e r g ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  A h i s t o r y  of  a c q u i e s c i n g  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  

s h a r p e n e d  t h e  p r e s s  d e f e n c e s .  Dur ing  t h e  1 9 5 0 s ,  newspapers  i n  America 
* 

-" 3 

-. echoed  S e n a t o r  McCar thy l s  c r y  o f  communist i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  g o v e r n m e n t .  
f 

P r e s i d e n t  K e n n e d y  p e r s u a d e d  ' t h e  6ress t o  w i t h h o l d  p u b l i s h i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  t h e  time o f  t h e  Cuban c r i s i s  i n  1 9 6 1 .  The  w a r  i n  

V i e t n a m  f u r t h e r  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  j o u r n a l i s t s  c o u l d  n o t  g o  a l o n g  w i t h  

a government  t h a t  was d e l i b e r a t e l y  m i s i n f o r m i n g .  When t h e  &.w Y o r k  ' 

Xjaes p u b l i s h e d  t h e  P e n t a g o n  p a p e r s ,  s ec r e t  d o c u m e n t s  o n  e r i c a n  2 l., 



- 4 

i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  V i e t n a m ,  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  r e c e i v e d  t h e  P u l i t z e d r  P r i z e  

f o r  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e ,  t h e  j u r o r s  s a i d :  " [ i t ]  c a n  r e a f f i r g  t o ' l t h e  
I, 

1 

A m e r i c a n  p e o p l e  t h a t  t h e  p r e s s  c o n t i n u e s  i t s  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e i r  r i g h t  

t o  know, a basic bu lwark  i n  o u r  d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y n  f Hohenbe rg  , 1 ,978 ,  

p. 1 2 8 ) .  

' G i v e n  t h i s  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a more a d v e r s a r i a l  p r e s s  i n  American,  - 
i t  is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  f i n d  h i n t s  o f  a p a r a l l e l  t r e n d  i n  c o m m e n t s  b y  

B r i t i s h  Columbia M i n i s t e r s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  f rom 1957 t o  1979.  

1953-54 R. W. Bonner (Social Credit Party) 

We e n j o y e d ,  I f e l t ,  u n d u e  m e d i a  a t t e n t i o n .  ( G i l e s ,  
1983, P. 112)  

'T. 

1954-56 R- G. Williston (Social Credit Party) 

I t h i n k  t h e  p r e s s  w a s  f a r  f a i r e r .  I t h i n k  y o u  w i l l  
f i n d  t h e  media r e p r e s e n t e d  gave  me a fa r  b e t t e r  b r e a k  
t h a n  t h e y  g i v e  anybody t o d a y .  ( G i l e s ,  p. 1  1 2 )  

195668 L. R. Peterson (Social Credit Party) 

It was r e a l l y  m o r e  o f  a n  a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t  s t a n d  t h a n  
a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  B u t  I t h o u g h t  i n  terms o f  o v e r a l l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of o b r  government ,  t h e  media  f rom time 
t o  time was u n f a i r .  ( G i l e s ,  p. 113) 

1972-75 E. E. Dail ly  (New Democratic Party) 

Once you g e t  a n  image ,  t h e y  c a n  be q u i t e  r u t h l e s s .  The 
p o s i t i v e  t h i n g s  are d o w n p l a y e d ,  b u t  t h e y  a l w a y s  a r e !  

- 
T h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  m e d i a  c r e a t e d  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  o f  
t u r m o i l .  (Giles, p. 113)  

1975-1979 P. L. HcGeer (Social Credit Party) 

I f o u n d  t h e  m e d i a  h i g h l y  n e g a t i v e  f o r  w h a t  L e  were 
t r y i n g  t o  a c h i e v e  w h i c h  was a c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  f i s ca l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i  t$ a n d  a c a d e m i c  i m p r o v e m e n t .  The  m e d i a  



g e n e r a l l y  .is s u s p i c i o u s  o f  power and was p a r t i c u l a r l y  . 
h o s t i l e  t o  -our  government.  They n a t u r a l l y  became t h e  

. handmaidens o f  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  who a r e  t r y i n g  t o  p r e s e r v e  
t h e  s t a t u s  quo. ( G i l e s ,  p. 1 1 4 )  

The p r e s s  ma in ta ined  a  s t r o n g e r  a d v e r s a r i a l  p o s i t f  on  - i n  t h e  1960s  

and 1970s  i n  s p i t e  of a  change of  government,  and t h i s  s u g g e s t s  i t  i s  
' ,. 

n o t  mot iva ted  by p a r G n  i n t e r e s t s .  

J u s t  a s  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  m e d i a  t o  fceep them 
* ,  

informed a b o u t  t h e  goverr&ent,  soc a r e  ide p o l i t i c i a n ?  dependen t  on t h e  

m e d i a ' s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a t t a i n  and 6 i n t a i n  po:iticai. power. ' The media 
I+ ' 

I 

c r e a t e s  t h e  image of t h e  p o l i t i c i a n .  , A s  fo rmer  f e d e r a l  C o n s e r v a t i y e  

l e a d e r ,  R .  S t a n f i e l d  \ j l 9 8 0 )  pu t  i t :  "For t h e  p o l i t i c i a n ,  t h e  image is . 
i 

\ 

t h e  maker o r  t h e  break& It i s  more- i m p o r t a n t  f o r  a  p o l i  t F c i a n  ;o 
\ 

9 

have a  good image t h a n  a  good i d e a w  (p .  7 ) .  

Black (I*) s u p p o r t s  t h i s  by s u g g e s t i n g  t h e  media a l l o w s  no $ime \ 

,. 
' d' f o r  r e f l e c t i o n  and judgement. .The p o l I t i , c i a n  must ~ t i ~ c u l a t e  i n s t a n t  t, 

o p i n i o n s  and i d e a s  a s  demanded by t h e  a t t e n t i v e  p u b l i c .  
a 

, . 
Common s e n s e  t e l l s  l e a d e r s  t o  move s lowly .  They kqow 
t h a t  a c t i n g  s e n s i b l y  r e q u i r e s  f a r  more  d a t a  t h a n  t h e  
mass media c a r r i e s .  The problem is w i t h  t h e  phenomenon 
of  news. While t h e  p u b l i c  mayr t r e a t  news as t h o u g h  i t  
were a f a i r  and  c o m p l e t e  d i g e s t  o f  a l l  t h e  r e l e v a n t  
f a c t s ,  i t  i s  no t .  What i s  r e l e v a n t  d e p e n d s  o n  whose  
n e e d  o r  i n t e r e s t  we a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a n 4  the mas8 
media a u d i e n c e  h a s  s q  far demons t ra ted  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  
i n  the d u l l  d e t a i l s  t h a t  p y b l i c  o f f i c i a l s  deed t o  make , 

ba lanced  a p p r a i s a l s .  ( p .  1 2 )  



d e c i d i n g  

. .  which do 

- .  
which p e r s o n s  and e v e n t s  &'government i e t  media coverage  ' J .  ..and -9 

. P a l i t i c i a n s  c r i t i c i z e  t h e  m e d i a  f o r  t h e . p o w e 6  t h e y  h a v e  i n  

What i s  n e w s w o r t h y  and e h a t  is  n o t  is de te rmined  by g a t e k e e p e r s  

- 
They are t h e  a r t i c u l a t o r s  of t h o s e  e v e n t s  o f  governmen,t 
which t h e y  and, t h e i r  bosses deem worthy o f  n o t e  . . . The 
p r e s s  d e c i d e s  which ... words and ' even t s  s h a l l  r e c e i v e  
prompt a t t e n t i o n  o f  m i l l i o n s  a n d  w h i c h ,  l i k e  t i m b e r  
f a l l i n g  i n  a d e e p  a n d  u n i n h a b i t e d  f o r e s t ,  s h a l l  c r a s h  
s i l e n t l y  t o  t h e  ground. ( C a t e r ,  1959, p. 1 4 )  

( L e w i n ,  1 9 4 7 ) .  T h e s e  a r e  t h e  r e p o r t e r s  a n d ' e d i t o r s  who e v a l u a t e  - 

f a c t s ,  e v e n t s ,  i d e a s ,  d e t e r m i n e  t h e i r  r e l e v a n c e  and v a l u e  t o  a u d i e n c e s  * 

and d e c i d e  what t~ s e l e c t  and what t o  i g n o r e ,  This. c h a n n e l i n g  h a s  a n  

a g e n d a a s e  t t i n g  f u n c t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  s e l e c t s  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  a r e  news 

a n d d d e c i d e s  the - i r  impor tance  dec ided  by t h e  amoynt of i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a  

news s t o r y  and  i t s  p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  p a p e r .  "The p r e s s  may n o t  be 

s u c c e s s f u l  much o f  t h e  t ime  i n  t e l l i n g  people  what t o  t h i n k  ' b u t  i t  i s  

s t u n n i n g l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t e l l i n g  i t s  r e a d e r s  w h a t  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t "  

CCohen, 1963,  p. 120) .  

qc I n  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a g e n d a - s e t t i n g  c a p a c i t y  i n  t h e  1968 
\ 

I 

American p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n ,  a  c o r r e l a t i o n  was f o u n d  b e t w e e n  w h a t  
1 C 

v o t e r s  s a i d  w e r e  t h e  key  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  c a m p a i g n  w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  

content '  of t h e  mass media d u r i p g  t h e  campaign (McCombs & Shaw, 1972 1. 
t 

I n d i v i d u a l s ,  g r o u p s ,  and  i d e a s  became i m p o r t a n t  s i m p l y  by b e i n g  

s e l e c t e d  f o r  media a t t e n t i o n .  



Power h a s  many forms.  The c r i t i c s  of newspapers and 
b r o a d c a s t e r s  s e e  t h e i r  power a s  l y i n g  i n  c p n t r , o l l i n g  
t h e  a g e n d a ,  i n  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  ' s e l e c t  c e r t a i n  i s s u e s  

' f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  and d e c i s i o n  and, i g n o r e  o t h e r s  o r  t r e a t  
t hem a s  n o n - e x i s t e n t ,  and -in,  t h e  a b i l i t y  '26 t r e a t  
c e r t a i n  c o n f l i c t s  of i n t e r e s t  a s : m a n i f e s t l y  p r o p e r  
m a t e r i a l  a n d  o t h e r s  a s  t o o  c d m p l . 2 ~  o r  m a r g i n a l  o r  
unmanageable. Qerhaps the  g rea t e@ e o n s  t r a i n t  of a l l  
l i e s  i n  t h e  coinventions of  what'ks, c a l l e d  nnewsta t ingn  . . . t o  dec ide  almost  i n s t a n t l y  wh ich  messages  coming 
t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  count a s  news a'nd which a r e n t t .  
(Burns,  1977, P. 60) 

t - 
The r e l a t i o n s - h i p  be  t w e e n  t h e  p u b l i c  an9  t h e  government  i s  

r e c i p r o c a l .  The people have " the  r i g h t  t o  kn6wn and p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  

n e e d  a m e c h a n i s m  t o  know t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  t e e  p e o p l e .  "The 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of a l l  governments depends  p n  t h e i k l i t y  t o  h a n d l e '  

and a c t  on i n f o r m a t i o n .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  b e f o r e  governments takd 

a c t i o n ,  they must have a wide and con t inu ing  flow of  in format ion  about  

s i t u a t i o n s  t o  be d e a l t  w i thn  (Black, 1982, p. 4 ) .  

I n d i v i d p a l s  have a t  ti tudes  on i s s u e s ,  which when expressed  become 

opin ions .  The range of a t t i t u d e s  expressed by a s i g n i f i c a n t  number of 

people on an  i s s u e  of  g e n e r a l  importance c o n s t i t u t e s  a p u b l i c  opinion.  

The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i s  w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  p o l i t i c a l  

l i fe .  

G o v e r n m e n t s  become i n t o l e r a b l e  if m a g  p u b l i c s  f ee l  t h e i r T .  - 

o p i n i o n s  are d i s r ega rded  on many i s s u e s .  Basic  t o  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of  

p u b l i c  o p i g i o n  i n  a democracy is f reedom of  communication. People 



must be a b l e  t o  speak on pub l i c  ma t t e r s .  
C 

h b l i c  op in ion  polld-:;re of t e n  taken  t o  determine -people  s view; -. 
oh i s s u e s  and p o l i t i c i a n s ,  b u t  p o l l s  may, no t  reflect' a c c u r a t e l y  t h e  

. p u b l i c ' s  a t t i t u d e s .  For example, P r e s i d e n t  Reagan ' s  v i c t o r y  i n  t h e o  t 

* ct 
~ n l  t e d  S t a t e s  of 1980 was n o t  p r e d i c t e d .  w P e o p l e  may now b e  s o  

% :" I 

i. , , 
*$awarer t h a t  they are concea l ing  t h e i r  op in ions  i n  p u b l i c  s u r v e y s  and  

C 

i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  g e n e r a l  s o  a s  n o t  t o  upse t  consonance wi th  t h e  views ' 

of o t h e r s  and t h e  mediaw (Hiebe r t  e t  a l . ,  1982, p. 563): 

~ h ' e  n e w p a p e r  i s  a  c d i p a i  o f  comm~irication between t h e  publFic . 
-9 

s ' ' '3 

and the  government. Hmever ,  what is  claimed t o  be  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  . 

p u b l i c ' o p i n i o n  i.n t h e  p a p e r ,  i s  o f t e n  a n  e x p r e s s i o f i  o f  e l i t e  

viewpoints  ( B e s t ,  1973; A l t s c h u l l ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  V A l  t bough  t h e r e  may be  a  

l a r g e  number .of @ebkople w i t h i n  t h e  p o l Y i c a l  system who hold op in ions  

on a  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s t i o n ,  n o t  a l l  of.  t=hem h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  which  a g g r e g a t e  and a r t i c u l a t e  pub l i c  op in ionw (Bes t ,  

6* 
The " b e a t f t  s y s t e m  o f  newspaper  r e p o r t i n g  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  r e g u l a r  

I * 

&por t e r  bwat o r g a n i s a t i o n s  a sgoc i a t ed  wi th  t he  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  news and 
' 

p o l d i n g  c e n t r a l i z e d  inf ,ormationw (ll&hman, 1978, p. 27) .@ This  system - 
x, * * 

*an a d v a n t a g e  t o  t h d i e  p e e o l e  u h i c h . ; a r e  t h e  f o c u s  o f  be8.t - i . ,  
I Q 

3 \ 
:- - c o v e r a g e .  O t h e r w i s e ,  t o  g a i n  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  media, p u b l i c s  must do 

i ' C--r 

something no tewq thy .  They must s t r u c t u r e  t h e i r  a c t i o n s  t o  a t t r a c t  - - 
%- 

media a t t e n t i o n .  

~ n t e r e i t  g r o u p s  h a v e  t r a d l t i o n a l l y  a a s u m e d  t h e  r o l e  0) 



communica t ing  p u b ' l i c  o p i n i o n  t o  t h e  government. The succes s  o f  an 
. 6 .  

i n t e r e s t  g r o u p  i n  g a i n i n g  b o t h  mkdla and government  a t t e n t i o n  ia , 
*< '\ P, 

pred ic t ed  by t h e  fo l l owing  group resources :  +:.I 
$ 

e" 3 
T 

1  ) phys i ca l  . . . . money, membership, s i z e  - 
2 )  Organiza t ion  . . . . membership s k i l l s ,  urifty,  l e - a d e r s h i p  k4 -*.. 

s k i 1  1s - 
4 3) P o l i t i c a l  . . . . campaign  e x p q r t i s e ,  p o l i t i c a l  p roces s  

knowledge, s t r a t e g y  and p o l i t i c a l  r e p u t a t i o n  
4 ) - MotiL%%tional . . . . i d e o l o g i c a l  commitment 

(Orns t e in  & Elde r ,  1978, p. 23) 
Z - ' 

2 -. 
- 2 

" I n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  a r e  a n  e s t a b l i s h e 9  p a r t  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  

+------ '.$ / y n c t i o n i n g  i n  government .  The c l a i m  t h a t  t h e s e  g r o u p s  a r e  n o t  
: J? - C: - -- '\ 

r e b r e s e n t a t i  e o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  stems from t h e  f a c t  t h a t  those  who 
L i 

l a c k  t h e  c o s t ,  s k i l l ,  i n t e r e s t ,  o r  time are under r ep re sen t ed .  Groups 
•÷ 

' 1oh.L-eir own i n t e r e s t s  -- which are not  neces saq i ly  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  

of t h e  l a r g e r  p u b l i c  they a r e  taken  t o  r e p r e s e n t .  "Groups a t t e m p t  t o  

m o n i t o r  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  m i g h t  a f f e c t  them, i n i t i a t e  

government a c t i o n  t o  promote t he i r  i n t e r e s t s -  and b l o c k  a c t i o n  t h a t  

works t o  t h e i r  detr&mentn (Orns t e in  & Elde r ,  1978, P. 53). 

I n  educa t ion  i n  - ~ r i  t i s h  Columbia; two organiza,t ions,  t h e  BCTF and 

BCSTA, h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  e f f e c t i v e  
- 

p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t  groups and have gained media a c c e s s  as p a r t  o f  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  b e a t ;  I n  f a c t ,  both? t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia T e a c h e r s t  

Federa t i o n  (BCTF) and t h e  B r i t i s h  Coltmbia School T rus t ee s  ~ s s o c i a  t i o n  

(BCSTA) have e s t a b l i s h e d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  a s  one of t h e i r  p r i o r i t i e s .  



That t h e  BCTF and i ts ; local  a s - soc ia t ions  t a k e  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i o n  aimed a t  enhanc ing  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  q u a l i t y  
and e q u a l i t y  o f  * a c c e s s  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  programs. (BCTF, 
1982, P* !) 

A m e d i u m  f o r  l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n :  t o  p r o v i d e  a 
mechanism. through which s c h o o l  b o a r d s  c a n  a r r i v e  a t  a 
common p o s i t i o n  and  ' a c t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  and 
d e c i s i o n s .  which w i l l  a f fec t  t h e  c o u r s e .  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  
CBCSTA, 1983) 

J o u r n a l i s t s  : a r e  a l e r t e d .  t o  t h e i r  r o l e  i n  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  

? - .  
i n t e r e s t s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  , r e p o r t i n g ,  a 1  though t h e  compl ica ted  p o l i t i c  o f  

. , - : this r o l e  i s  underplayed.  
. . 

. TQ e f f e c t i v e l y  c o v e r  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  b e a t , .  t h e  r 'epor ter  
- 9  - .  

d 
m u s t  a d d r e s s  many p u b l i c s ,  a l l  of them w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  
i n t e f e s t s  i n  s c h o o l  a f f a i r s .  S e p a n a t e l y ,  t h e y  

a c o n s t i t u t e  s p e c i a l , - i n t e r e s t  g roups  o f t e n  w i t h  a u n i q u e  
r e s p o n s e  o f  theish  own t o w a r d . d e c i s i o n s  reached  i n  t h e  . 

s c h o a l  system. CSchul te ,  p 8 1 ,  p. 263) 

Th is  c h a p t e r  c o n s i d e r s  $he, f u n c t i o n s  o f  t h e  newspaper i n  s o c i e t y .  

Newspapers are a  p u b l i c  i n f o r m e r  A l l o w i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  t o  a world 

o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  beyond what t h e y  c a n  p b t a i n  t h e m s e l v e s .  What i s  n e y g  
.> ,- 

" - i s  g o v e r n e d k  i n  p a r t  by a u d i e n c e  r a p p e a l  and  as a r e s u l t  - c e n t e r s  on a .  

. I  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  unusua l ,  and t h e  knowns o r  stars. A l t h o u g h  r e p o r t e r s  
< 

- ; c l a i m '  t o  be o b j e c t i v e ,  t h e i r  r e p o r t i n g  i m p l i c i t l y  e x p r e s s e s  v a l u e s .  

The media do n o t  merge as a major  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  c h a n g e - i n  a t t i t u d e  o r  

o p i n i o n .  They c a n  be  a s o u r c e  of  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  



r e i n f o r ~ e  t h e  o p i n i o n s  o f  the r e a d e r .  
, ,d 

News h a s  a s o c i a l  f u n c t i o n  i n  t h a t  i t  imposes  a  s o c i a l  o r d e r  o n  

t h e  world  by h a v i n g  news e v e n t s  o c c u r  a t  some l o c a t i o n s  and n o t  o t h e r s  

and u s i n g  some peop le  as s o u r c e s  and n o t  o t h e r s .  News i s  t h e  a l l y  o f  

--="B,\ 
- i n s t i t u t i o n s  because  i t  r o u t i n e l y  r e p o r t s  on t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  

\A, 

P o l i t i c a l l y ,  t h e  $reedom o f  p r e s s  is c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be  a  p r i n c i i l e  

f o r  i the  s u r v i v a l  o f  democracy f o r  i t  m e d i a t e s  between t h e  government 
I 

(1 
and t h e  p e o p l e ' s  " r i g h t  t o  known.  R e p o r t e r s  a n d  e d i t o r s ,  i n  t h e i r  - 
s e l e c t i o n  of  what i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  be p r i n t e d ,  have a n  agenda- 

s e t t i n g  c a p a c i t y  i n  t h a t  t h e y  d e t e r m i n e  what i s s u e s  peop le  know iibout.  

The p r e s s  n o t  o n l y  g e t s  i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  government t o  t h e  p u b l i c  but  
- 
" 

a l s o  a l l o w s  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  have  a vo ice .  It i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  i n t e r e s t  

g r o u p s  t o  g a i n  media a t t e n t i o n  t o  be s u c c e s s f u l .  



Me thodology 
. - I 

T h i s '  s t u d y  c o n s i s t s  o f  a  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  o f  - a l l  a r t i c l e s  

f e a t u r i n g  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r ,  B i l l  Vander  Za lm,  a s  t h e y  a p p e a r e d  i n  

T h e  S u n  a n d  The P r o v i n c e -  d u r i n g  h i s  time i n  o f f i c e .  The aim o f  

c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  i s  t o  improve t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  i n f e r e n c e s  made a b o u t  

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  c o n t e q t  by p r o v i d i n g  a  m o r e  o b j e c t i v e  b a s i s  o f  - h .  

i n f o r m a t i o n .  The s t u d y  made a  p r e l i m i n a r y  a n a 1 y s i . s  w h i c h  w a s  

q u a n t i t a t i v e .  C a t e g o r i e s  were  e s t a b l i s h e d  and f r e q u e n c y  c o u n t s  done 

. t o  r e v e a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  m a n i f e s t  c o n t e n t  - o f  a r t i c l e s .  The 

s e c o n d a r y  a n a l y s i s  was q u a l i t a t i v e  and c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  h o l i s t i c  n a t u r e  

of t h e  c o n t e n t .  It a t t e m p t e d  t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  of 

v a r i a b l e s  i l l u m i n a t i n g  l a t e n t  meanings o f  t h e  t e x t .  The pr imary d a t a  

s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  was t h e  news a r t i c l e s .  h number  o f  i n f o r m a l  

i n t e r v i e w s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  t o  p r o v i d e  background i h f o r m a t i o n  and t o  

a le r t  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t s  of newspaper o p e r a t i o n s .  

A l l  a r t i c l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  news s t o r i e s ,  e d i t o r i a l s ,  c o l u m n i s t s ,  and 

l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  t h a t  a p p e a r e d  i n  Jhe  Sun and  The P r o v m  

d u r i n g  t h e  t h e  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of E d u c a t i o n ,    ill V a n d e r  . Z a l m ,  w a s -  i n  

o f f i c e  and c i t i n g  B i l l  Vander Zalm's name were  s e l e c t e d  as t h e  sample. 

The p e r i o d  covered  was A u g u s t  11 , 1982  t o  May 6 ,  1 9 8 3 .  The s a m p l e  



a l s o  i n c l u d e d  two e d i t o r i a l  r e t r o s p e c t s  o n  V m e r r Z a l r n  as Minister of  

E d u c a t i o n  (SEMyl2,  P E J u 2 0 ) ,  a n d  V a n d e r  Zalm's r e s p o n s e  ( P ~ J u 6 3 ) .  

V a n d e r  Z a l m l s  name had o n l y  t o  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  ' a r t i c l e  t o  be  s e l e c t e d ,  

t h a t  i s ,  h e  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  u s e d  a s  a q u o t e d  s o u r c e  i n  a 'il  

c l i p p i n g s .  
% - 

O b t a i n i n g  t h e  s a m p l e  was  g r e a t L y  f a c i l i t a t e d  by the Vancouver 

Schoo l  Board which m a i n t a i n s  a  newspaper c l i p p i n g  f i l e  o n  e d u c a t i o n .  

A l l  a r t i c l e s  f e a t u r i n g  Vander Z a l m  were  s e l e c t e d  f rom t h e s e  f i l e s  and 

xeroxed.  The a c c u r a c y  o f  t h i s  s e l e c t i o n  was checked.  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h  

C o l u m b i a  L e g i s l a t i v e  Library-Newspaper C l i p p i n g  Index  under  t h e  t i t l e  

Vander Zalm and c o v e r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  h e  was M i n i s t e r  o f  Educa t ion .  Any 

c l i p p i n g s  m i s s i n g  from t h e  s c h o o l  board s e l e c t i o n  were  o b t a i n e d  e i t h e r  

from t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia T e a c h e r s '  F e d e r a t i o n  newspaper c l i p p i n g  f i l e  

o r  xeroxed from newspaper m i c r o f i l m  a t  t h e  Burnaby P u b l i c  L i b r a r y .  

Even t h e  c r o s s  check w i t h  t h e  'Newspaper C l i p p i n g  I n d e x  d o e s  n o t  

g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  t h i s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  a r t i c l e s  c o v e r s  c o m p l e t e l y  t h o s e  

m e n t i o n i n g  V a n d e r  Z a l m .  A number o f  a r t i c l e s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  t h e  

V a n c o u v e r  S c h o o l  Board w e r e  n o t  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i b r a r y  

Newspaper C l i p p i n g  Index  even though Vander Zalm f e a t u r e d  p r o m i n e n t l y  

i n  them.  A human e l e m e n t  e n t e r s  i n t o  t h e  a c c u r a c y  o f  s e l e c t i o n ,  bu t  

c o n s i d e r i n g  t h a t ,  t h e  sample o f  newspaper c l i p p i n g s  used i n  t h i s  s t u d y  

i s  as complete  as p o s s i b l e .  

The d e c i s i o n  t o  s t u d y  news a r t i c l e s  f e a t u r i n g  B i l l  Vander Za lq  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r  was t r i g g e r e d  a t  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  c l i p p i n g  



-.. ---. 
s e r v i c e  w h i c h  h a d ' k h q a t f o n  artkles f i l e d  by s u b j e c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  by 

1.. 
\ 

d a t e  as d i d  t h e  Vancouver S c h o o l  q o a r d .  O f  t h e  M i n i s t e r s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  . 
'1 
1, 

, i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  B i l l  V a n d e r  Zalmrs  f i l e  was n o t i c e a b l y  larger 
P 

t h a n  t h a t  o f  a n y  o t h e r  m i n i s t e r .  

The  two  l a r g e  ~ a n c o u v e r  d a i l i e s ,  @ Sun and The, were 
c 4v 

chosen  as t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  news a r t i c l e s  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y .  B o t h  a r e  

p u b l i s h e d  by South'am P r e s s ;  The Prov- i n  t h e  morn ing ,  B e  S u  f o r  

t h e  even ing .  Al though _The P r o v w  h a s  r e c e n t l y  changed i t s  f o r m a t  t o  

a t a b l o i d ,  t h e  c l i p p i n g s  were t a k e n  f r o m  D e  P r o v i n c e  i n  i t s  

b r o a d s h e e t  f o r m a t .  C i r c u l a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  two  p a p e r s  a re  i n c l u d e d  i n  

T a b l e  3-1. 

~ h e s e  two  n e w s p a p e r s  h a v e  t h e  l a r g e s t  c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  a n y  i n  

B F i t i s h  Columbia. The V i c t o r i a  Times - C o l o n i s t  i s  t h e  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  

w i t h  a c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  74 500. l t  c a n  be n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e r  c o u n t r y  

c i r c u l a t i o n  o f  D e  Prov- may be a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  a s  a 

m o r n i n g  p a p e r ,  P t  r e a c h e s  d i s t a n t  p l a c e s  o n  t h e  same d a y ,  w h e r e a s  

&n a r r i v e s  t h e  n e x t  d a y .  

The re  are s e v e r a i  r e a s o n s  J'he S u  and The Prov;lnce were  c h o s e n  as 

t h e  s o u r c e s : -  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  l a r g e  c i r c u l a t i o n s ,  t h e y  f o c u s  o n  

p r o v i n c i  a1 r a t h e r  t h a n  community c o v e r a g e .  Loca l  Vancouver community 

p a p e r s  c o v e r  s c h o o l  boa rd  news r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  

s o  t h e r e  were t o o  f e w  a r t i c l e s  o n  V a n d e r  Z a l m  i n  s u c h  p a p e r s  t o  



Weekly Average C i r c u l a t i o n  of U and J& P r o w  (1982) 

The Sun The Province 
, 

Ci ty  

Lower Mainland 

Country 

T o t a l  



'd 

i n c l u d e  i n  t h e  sample. Nlthough comparisons  w i t h  one Vancouver paper  

and t h e  ms - C o u  o r  one o f  t h e  l a r g e r  i n t g r i o r  S c i t y  p a p e r s  would 
I 

h a v e  p r o v i d e d  a good c o h t r i h t ,  o b t a i n i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t e  s a m p l e  o f  
r . ... 

c l i p p i n g s  from t h e  l a t t e r  papers -was  d i f f i c u l t .  A compromise was made 

by d e c i d i n g  t o  de te rmine  if t h e r e  were d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  coverage between 

t h e  two major  Vancouver d a i l i e s  o n l y .  
' , 

One o f  t h e  d i s a d v a n t a g e s  o f  t h e  c h o i h e  d' -and a 
PFPvlafa i s  t h a t  Southam owns and p u b l i s h e s  b p h  p a p e r s .  U n t i l  e a r l y  

/ / 

1 9 8 0 ,  The S m w a s  p u b l i s h e d  by FP ~ub&&'6ations and P r o v m  by - / i - 
Southam both working i n  t h e  s a m g - 6 u i l d h g  u s i n g  t h e  P a c i f i c  P r e s s  on a - .  

,7- ; 
50-50 b a s i s .  IIT 1 9 8 0 ,  T h a r o s o n , ~ u r c h a s e d  FP P u b l i c a t i o n s  dnd t h e n  

.,' 
Southam bought o u t  Thornson, t h e r e b y  assuming 100% ownership  o f  P a c i f i c  

i 
Press. 

Vander  Z a l m  d o m i n a t e d  t h e  news i n  e d u c a t i o n  d u r i n g  

m o n t h s  a s  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  F o r  t h a t  p e r i o d ,  h i s  

men. t ioned i n  350 o f  6 1 5  ( 5 7 % )  o f  Th6 Su and me Pro,v- 

a r t i c l e s  on p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  S c h o o l  Board  

I 
9' 

/' 
/ 

h i s  e i g h t  

name was ,' 

newspaper , ' 

c l i p p i n g  .. 

f i l e s .  When t h e  s a m p l e  was supplemented w i t h  a r t i c l e s  m i s s i n g  from 

t h e s e  f i l e s ,  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  c l i p p i n g s  i n  t h e  s a m $ l e  w a s  439. * A 

t y p e  b reakdown o f  t h e s e  a r t i c l e s  by number and s i z e  is provided i n  

Table  3-2. 



Table 3-2 

The Sample Size by Ar t i c le  Type 

- ** m Pravince 
Art ic le  5 p e  Number Length Mean Number Length Mean 

(Col. cm) Length CCol. ern) Length 

News S tor ies  

Ed i to r ia l s  

Ed i to r ia l  Cartoons 

Columnists 

Le t t e r s  t o  the Editor  

~ o t  a1 205 7436 ' 234 7867 I 

i 
1 



I n  t h e  two n e w s p a p e r s ,  t h e  mean l e n g t h  f o r  each type o f  a r t i c l e  

i s  n e a r l y  t h e  samz e x c e p t  i n  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r .  T h e  

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  a r t i c l e  l e n g t h  was  i n c l u d e d  b e c a u s e  _The S u ~ l e t t e r  

e d i t o r  i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  d i d  n o t  e d i t  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  ' o f  

.Prov- A l t h o u g h  The P r o v i n c e  had a  g r e a t e r  number of l e t t e r s  t o  

t h e  e d i t o r  ( 6 3 )  compared t o  The Sun (441,  t h e  t o t d l  l e n g t h  i n  c o l u a n  

c e n t i m e t e r s  o f  The S u n l e t t e r s  (1066 calumn c e n t i m e t e r s )  is  greater 
I 

t h a n  _The letters (972 column c e n t i m e t e r s )  . A v e r a g e  l e t t e r  

l e n g t h  i n  column c e n t i m e t e r s  f o r  Ifbe SUB is 32 compared t o  16 f o r  

m. The P r o v i n c e  h a s  a g r e a t e r  o v e r a l l  volume owing l a r g e l y  t o  

a lmos t  double  t h e  coverage  provided by co lumnis t s .  

< -  

news a r t i c l e s ,  i t  i s  

w r i t e r s  w e  invo lved .  

i n  t h e  s a m p l e .  B o t h  

;\ 
B e c a u s e  th$ s t . e  o f  w b i  t i n g  i s '  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  , 

\ 2 n o t  u s u a l l y  e v i d e h f  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  t h a t  many 
'\ ? 

Two c a s e s  o f  i n c o n s i s b e n c y ,  however, d i d  occur  
6 

w e r e  h e a d l i n e  e r r o r s  w i t h  t h e  word  t e a c h e r  

a p p e a r i n g  i n s t e a d  o f  t r u s t e e .  The h e a d l i n e ,  nAbbotsford t e h h e r s  r a p  

B e g i n n ,  had  as t h e  l e a d  l i n e :  " A b b o t s f o r d  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  h a v e  

c e n s u r e d  B. C. S c h o o l  T r u s t e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  P r e s i d e n t  Gary Begin.. . 
(SF24).  Another h e a d l i n e ,  "Teachers l r e a s s u r e d  ad as  i t s  s e c o n d  i 
l i n e  : "Vander  Zalm was comment ing  o n  r e p o r t s  o f  fears by %he B." C. 

School  T r u s t e e s  A ~ s o c i a t i o n . . . ~  ( S W ) .  One would s p e c u l a t e  from t h e s e  ,"--'- 



two  e r r o r s  t h a t  t h e  writer  of t h e  . n e w s ' s t o r y  was d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  
9 

w r i t e r % f  t h e  h e a d l i n e .  T h i s S s t u d f  w i l l  n o t  a t t e m p t  a n y  a n a l y s i s  o n  

t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n ' w h i c h  d i f f e r e n t  r e p o r t e r s  p r e s e n t ,  o r  why s o  many 

r e p o r t e r s  a r e  u s e d .  O b s e r v a t i o n s  o n  'who r e p o r t s '  a r e  i n c l u d e d  

b e c a u s e  t h e  v o l u m e  o f  r e p o r t e r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h i s  sample  d o e s  s a y  

something a b o u t  newsmaking.  The 1 2 8  news s t o r i e s  o f  w e r e  

w r i t t e n  by 15  d i f f e r e n t  r e p o r t e r s  and t h e  110 s t o r i e s  o f  The l r o v m  

had 1 8  r e p o r t e r s .  The P r o w  d i d  n o t  h a v e  a a p e c i a 1  e d u c a t i o n  
li 

r e p o r t e r  , U e  Sun d$d i n  C a r o l  V o l k a r t  and as shown i n  T a b l e  3-3, s h e  

w r o t e  a greater volume o f  a r t i c l e s  t h a n  any o t h e r  r e p o r t e r .  

One r e a s o n  t h a t  s e v e r a l  r e p o r t e r s  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  c o v e r  t h e  -. 

- e d u c a t i o n  s c e n e  is  t h e  v a u m e  o f  s t o r i e s  w r i t t e n .  A s i n g l e  r e p o r t e r  
* 

, c o u l d  n o t  h a n d l e  a l l  t h e  s t o r i e s .  Another i s  t h a t  t h e  s t o r i e s  span  

two m a i n  ' b e a t s 1  o r  r e c o g n i z e d  news s o u r c e s  t h a t  a r e  r e g u l a r l y  

* c o v e r e d .  The Sun r e p o r t e r  i n  h e r  e d u c a t i o n  b e a t  c o n c e n t r a t e s  on . 

s c h o o l  a n d  u n i v e r s i t y  a f f a i r s  i n  t h e  V a n c o u v e r  a r e a .  A s e p a r a t e  

g o v e r n m e n t  b e a t  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  V i c t o r i a  Bureau c o v e r s  t h e , a f f a i r s  . 

o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u e a t i o n .  O f t e n  t h e r e  i s  c o m p i l a t i o n  o f  ! 

i n f o r m a t i o n  coming from bo th  V i c t o r i a  and Vancouver Sources  which,  i n  

p a r t ,  a c c o u n t s  f o r  s t o r i e s  h a v i n g  no by- l ine  ( V o l k a r t  , 1984 1. Which 

r e p o r t e r s  @over  a s t o r y  is o f t e n  a  c a s e  of who i~ a v a i l a b l e .  
I 

J o u r n a l i s t s ,  a s  p r o f e s s i o n a l s , .  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  s t a n d a r d s  t o  

w h i c h  t h e y  c o n f o r m ,  d e f i n i n g  w h a t  i s  r e p o r t a b l e  and how t o  r e p o r t .  

T h e i r  a s s i g n m e n t s  d o  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  be c o n t i n g e n t  o n  a n  i n  d e p t h  . v. 



Table  3-3 . 

News A r t i c l e  R e p o r t e r s  

Number o f  
Repor te r  Number o f  A r t i c l e s  Repor te r  A r t i c l e s  . 

N = 129 N = 112 
L .  

No By-line 63 No By-line 3 4 

2 3 Carol  Volkar t Marc Edge 17 -. 
Ros Oberlyn 8 Barbara  McLintock 16 

L a r r y  Pynn 8 - E l i  Sopow 8 
I I 

P Comparel l i  I 4 Bonnie ~ e k t ' h e ~  * 7 

B r i a n  Kieran 

Tom B a r r e t t  

Bob Chamberlain . 

Tony wanless  

Mike Bocking Val Cazs"e1 t o n  

8 o t h e r s  1 p r  2 each  - John F e r r y  

10 o t h e r s  1 o r  2 each 



u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  i s s u e s  r e p o r t e d .  I n  f - a c t ,  r e p o r t e r s  o n  ' 4 

p a r t i c u l a r  b e a t s  a r e  of t e n  ehanged s o  t h a t  t h e y - w i l l  n o t  become a l l i e d  . 
w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t s  and l o s e  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v i t y  ( B l a c k ,  1982) .  

4 .  

The SUQ e d u c a t i o n  r e p o r t e r  e x p l a i n e d  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  o f  c o v e r i n g  a L 

s p e c i a l t y  b e a t  : 

The f a c t s  a r e  o f t e n  v e r y  c o m p l i c a t e d  s o  by t h e  time 
they  g e t  spoken from a n  e x p e r t  t o  a r e p o r t e r  who i s  n o t  
a n  e x p e r t ,  who  t h ' e n  t r i e s  t o  p u t  i t  i n t o  s o m e  
i n t e r e s t i n g  form f o r  t h e  r e a d e r ,  who we a r e  t o l d  h a s  
t h e  a v e r a g e  r e a d i n g  a b i l i t y  of a g r a d e  f i v e  p e r s o n ,  you 
tend t o  g e t  a  s i m p l i f i e d  v e r s i o n .  Then t h e  c i t y  d e s k *  
may n o t  l i k e  i t  s o  y o u  g o  t h r o u g h  two w r i t i n g s  and  
( w i t h )  t h e  t r a n s f e r  of  i n f o r m a t i o n  - a l o n g  t h e  way ,  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  g e t t i n g  t h i n g s  s c r e w e d  u p  a r e  

i i n c r e d i b l e .  I t r y  t o  be  a c c u r a t e  but  peop le  s a y  i t  was 6 
t a l i e n  o u t  o f  c o n t e x t  a n d  I f e e l  bad ly . .  . . If you a r e  
g o i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  message o u t ,  y o u  h a v e  t o  g e t  i t  o u t  
somebow. What The Sun cou ld  do is h i r e  more r e p o r t e r s ,  
b u t  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  l i m i t e d .  ( V o l k a r t  , 1984) 

i- 

. 
P 

E 2 d L b c k h  The e d i t o r i a l  'is w r i t t e n  by o r  under  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  

of  t h e  e d i t o r  and r e f l e c t s  news L - m a n a g e m e n t  ' s  o p i n i o n .  A 1  t h o u g h  

i t  was  s o m e t i m e s  e v i d e n t  by s t y l e  and o p i n i o n  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n s  
i 

had w r i t t e n  t h e  13 and 20  J ' rov incc  e d i t o r i a l s ,  a n  e d i t o r i a l  i s  

w r i t  t e n  a n o n y m o u s l y .  R a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  p r i m a r d l y  i n f o r m a t i v e ,  a n  

e d i t o r i a l  is  p e r s u a s i v e  i n  t h a t  i t  , i n t e r p r e t s  t h e  news e v e n t s  a n d  

a r g u e s  f o r  a  p a r t i c u l a r  p o s i t i o n .  Sometimes t h e  e d i t o r i a l  w i l l  come 

i n  t h e  form of a  c a r t o o n  which i s . a n  i n t e r p r e t i v e  comment. People  and 

i s s u e s  a r e  p o r t r a y e d  i n  a n  e x a g g e r a t e d  manner  t o  make a p o i n t .  



I . < 

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vandeb Z a l m  was t h e  s u b j e c t  of  one e d i t o r i a l  

c a r t o o n  i n  h e  Sun and s i x  i n  The P r o v m .  . 
F 

, C o l u m n i s t s .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  c o l u m n i s t  i s  t o  a n a l y z e  a n d  

i n t e r p r e t .  They t e l l  t h e  r e a d e r  what'  t h e  facts  mean. I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  

t h e  r e p o r t e r ,  who i s  n o t  expec ted  t o  e x p r e s s  o p i n i o n s  and i d e a s , ' t h e  
ir 

columnis t"  t a k e s  a p o i n t  'of view. T h i s  t y p e  o f  w r i t i n g  a l w a y s  a p p e a r s  

w i t h  g b y - l i n e  a n d  o f t e n  t h e  c o l u m n i s t ' s  p i c t u r e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  i t  

from the  news s t o r y .  The i n d i v i d u a l  c o l u m n i s t s  a n d  t h e  number o f  

t h e i r  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  sample  a p p e a r  i n  Tab le  3-4, 

I h e  P r o v f n c e  d e v o t e s  90% more s p a c e  t o  e d u c a t i o n  ' c o l u m n i s t  

. , w r i t i n g  t h a n -  The Sun, C r a w f o r d  K i l i a n ,  i d e n t i f i e d  as The P r o v i n c e  

- EdGcation Columnis t ,  i s  a n  i n s t r u c t o r  a t  Cap i l ano  C o l l e g e  a n d  f o r m e r  
L 

- s c h o o l  t r u s t e e .  T h e  h a s  no co lumnis t  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n .  

Noel Her roe ,  a  s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l  (The Sun) a n d .  J o s e p h  K a t z ,  a  r e  t i r e d  

e d u c a t i o n  p r o f e s s o r  ( u e  P r o v i n c e )  a r e  n o t  r e g u l a r  writers f o r  t h e  

p a p e r s  as  are t h e  o t h e r .  c o l u m n i s t s ,  b u t  t h e i r  a r t i c l e s  appear i n  t h i s  
, _,/ 

I' 

c a t e g o r y  because  they  e x p r e s s  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  and o p i n i o n s  o f  t h e  

writers. 

u t t e r s t o  t h e  edi-. L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  a r e  a forum for t h e  
- 

e x p r e s s i o n  of ' a u d i e n c e  o p i n i o n .  The p u b l i c  c a n  e x p r e s s  v i e w s ,  g i v i n g  

i s s u e s  s L ' d i m a t e  of d e b a t e .  The r e a d e r  does  n o t  have t h e  advan tage  of  
.a 

r e a d i n g  all , the  l % t t e r s  w r i t t e n , -  a s  d o e s  t h e  e d i t o r ,  s o  t h a t  i t  i s  

. r 4 

. t 



4 I 

Table 3-4 

Columnists 

* m Province 

Number of  Number of 
Columnists i ~ r t i c l e s  Columnists A r t i c l e s  - 

P 

Marjor ie  N i c h o l s  . 

Les Bewley" 

Allen G a r r  

Crawford K i l i a n  

-Mike Tyther le igh  
-< 

Jack Clark ,, 

>< -- 
Allan Fotheringham 

Denny Boyd. P 3 

Nicole Parton 

' Noel Herron" 



d i f f i c u l t  t o  know how r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t h e  s e l e c t i ~ n  is. The S u  

p u b l i s h e s  between 1 /4  t o '  1 /3  o f  ' l e t t e r s  s u b m i t t e d  (Ramsey,  1 9 8 4 ) ,  
,. 

w h i l e  B e  Pro-ce p u b l i s h e d  b e t w e e n  ! / 3  t o  1 / 2  o f  t h e i r  l e t t e r s  
t . i .  - z 3 '\ 

(Warren,  f l 8 4 ) .  ~ d i s ~ r s  i n d i c a t e d  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  w r i t i n g  i s  o n e  o f  . 
t h e  f a c t b r s  o f  i e l e d t i o n  and tha t . th ( t ;  d i d  e d i t  le t ters  t o  make them. , 

more r e a d a b l e .  Becau_se some w r i t e r s  i d e n t i f y  t h e i r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  
0 

e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  i n  t h e i r  l e t t e r s ,  i t  is p o s s i b l e  t o  g e t  an  i d e a  o f  

either who i s  . ~ k & p o d d i n g  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  ( a s s u m i n g  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  i s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ) , o r  who is chosen * t o  respond t o  t h e  i s s u e s  (assuming - 
6 

t o  t h e  e d i t o r  are i n d i c a t e d  i n  T a b l e  3:5. 
4 '  

I n  Ihe Syn, 57VT &he le t ters  s e l e c t e d  were  w r i t  t e n  b y  p e r s o n s  

i d s n t i f  i e d  ' k i t h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  system:  t e a d h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s ,    professors, 

p a r e n t s ,  s c h o o l  t ru .s teez-he M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  - a n d  t h e  ~ C T F  

i p r e s i d e n t .  h a s  35% of  r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  i d e n t i f i e d  

. as persons  d i r e c t l y  a s s o c i a t e d  - w i t h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s y s  tem ; t e a c h e r s ,  

s t u d e n t s ,  p a r e n t s ,  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  Educa t ion ,  t h e  --  

, p r e s i d e n t  o f  BCTF, and t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  BCSTA. It i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  - 
some of many o f  t h e  le t ters  yere ,w a l s o  - p e r s o n s  i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  sys tem even  though t h i s  was n o t  indicated i f i  t h e  letter. 

< - 
Ekcayse t h e  B r i t i s h  Columbia T e a c h e r s '  F e d e r a t i o n  (BCTF),  wi€'h 

- i t s  p r e s i d e n t ,  L a r r y  Kuehn, and t h e - B r i t i s h  Columbia School  T r u s t e e  



Table  3-5 
9 

Writers t o  t h e  E d i t o r  . 

aAr.l Province 
- S, 

Number of Number of 
Writer titles Percenf  Writer ~ r t i c l e s  Percent 

t e a c h e r  

Vander Z a l m  

s c h o o l  t r u s t e e  

Kuehn (BCTF 
P m s f d e n t  ) 

p a r e n t  

p r o f e s s o r  

t e a c h e r  

s tuden- t  

B9gin :( BCSTA 
p r e s i d e n t  ) 

~ ' a n d e r  Zalm 

Kuehn ' ( BCTF 
P r e s i d e n t  

s c h o o l  t r u s t e e  s t u d e p t  

b u n i d e n t i f i e d  u n i d e n t i f i e d  

W 

& 
T o t a l  

* e r r o r  due t o  roun'ding 



A I 

A s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  its p r e s i d e n t ,  Gary Begin,  r e c e i v e d .  s h h  & t e n t i o n  i n  
* 

~ L w  and _ T h s , p r O r l  a r t i c l e s  of t h i s  s t u d y ,  a s h o r t  d e s c r i p t i o n  

o f  t h e s e  two o r g a n i z a t i o n s  is i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  

BCTF - h  Colu&j.a Teachers '  Federation 

T h e  f i r s t  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  T e a c h e r s t  
" - 

_I< 

F e d e r a t i o n  was h e l d  i n  1917. wartirhe i n f l a t i o n  had  b o o s t e d  t h e  c o s t  
3 

o f  l i v i n g  f i v e  times f a s t e r  t h a n  b e a c h e r s t  s a l a r i e s  s o  a u n i t e d  

o r g a n i z p t i o n  w a s  n e e d e d .  O t h e r  g r i e v a n c e s ,  s u c h -  a s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  

t r a i n i n g ,  l a c k  of t e n u r e  and  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n t r a c t s ,  and d i s r e s p e c t  

f o r  t e a c h e r s J  r i g h t s  by some employers ,  b rought  t e a c h e r s  t o g e t h e r  i n  a  

b id  f o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  and s t a t u s  (BCTF, 1983) .  
. , . .  

I n  1919, t h e  BCTF was i n c o r p o r a t e d  w i t h  t h r e e  o b j e c t i v e s  w h i c h  

are stid1 inc luded  i n  t h e  cons t i tu t io ; :  

1. t o  f o s t e r  and promote t h e  cause  of e d u c a t i o n  
2. t o  r a i s e  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  t e a c h i n g  p r o f e s s i o n  

> 3 .  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  o f  B r i t i s h  
Columbia. (BCTF, 1.983, p. 91) 

--\ 
Sala r ies  were a m a j o r  c o n c e r n  f o r  t e a c h e r s  bu t  b e 4  of t h e  

d e p r e s s i o n  and World War 11, g a i n s  were l i m i t e d ,  It h a s  m a i n l y  beet? 
\ 

s i n c e  t h e  w a r  t h a t  c o n t i n u a l  improvemenb i n  s a l a r y  l e v e l s  have been 

made. A s  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f d r  e c o n o m i c  a d v a n c e s ,  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  p u t  
2 

dcmphasis o n  b e t t e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  t e a c h e m  and t h e  n e c e s s i t y  -.for - , 

t e a c h e r s  t o  k e e p  u p  t o  d a t e  t h r o u g h  i n - s e r v i c e ,  t h u s  p r o m o t i n g  



t e a c h i n g  as a t r u e  p r o f e s s i o n .  

I n 1 1 9 4 7 ,  t h e  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  Act made m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  BCTF I 
a u t o m a t i b  f o r  a l l  c e r t i f i e d  t e a c h L r s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  o f  t h e  

\ 

p r o v i n c e .  A l t h o u g h  93% o f  tep  h e r s  w e r e  a l r e a d y ' m e m b e r s ,  BCTF 
I f 

c a m b a i g n e d  f o r  c o m p u l s o r y  memberbh ip  t o  g a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  e t h i c a l  
I 1 

s t a h d a r d s  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n  ( t e g  h e r s  suspended .from BCTF c o u l d  n o t  

I 

4 
t h e  p r o v i n c e ) .  The S o c i ' h  C r e d i t  g o v e r n m e n t  removed t h e  

I 1 

I a u t b m a t f c  m e m b e r s h i p  p r o v i s i o b g  i n  1 9 7 1 ,  ' b u t  a New D e m o c r a t i c  

1. I 
I 

c gove nment r e l t o r e d  i t  i n  1973 w i t h  l i t t l e  l o s s  o f  m e m b e r s h i p j i n  t h e  
I 

i n t e i i m .  

/ ' A n o t h e r  m a j o r  BCTF c & p a i ~ n  whlch began i n  t h e  -mid 1960s was t o  . 
I 

r e d u d e  c l a s s  s i z e .  "The c l a s s  s i z e  c a m p a i g n  w i l l  r e m a i n  a m a j o r  
1 1  

t h r u g t  o f  t h e  BCTF, f o r ,  i t  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  p rov ide  more q u a l i t y  
l 

and e u a l i t y  t 4  t h e  a c h o o l  s y s t e m  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  e n d e a v o r n  (BCTF, i 
I i n  1 9 7 4 ,  , t h e  BCTF b e g a n  t o  u r g e  t h e .  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  s c o p e  o f  

bargaiming.  I n  1975, t h e  School  Act was c h a n g e d  s o  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  
I 

e d u c a d i o n  cou lb  g roup  d i s t r i c t s  i n t o  z o n e s  f o r  c o l l e c t  v e  bargaining,'  'i 
w i t h  d i s t r i c t s  h a v i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c h o o s e  l q c a l  b a r g a d n i n g  if t h q y  

p r e f e r r e d .  A m e n d m e n t s  i n  1 9 7 8  d i r e c t e d  a l l  u n r e b o l v e d  s a l a r y  

n e g o t i a t i o n s  i n  d i s t r i c t s  of a  z o n e  t o  b e  - h a n d l e d  b y  a s i n g l e  
7 

a r b i t r a t i o n  board.  - 

I n  1  981 , t h e  f e d e r a t i o n  made t h e  achievement of f u l l  b a r g a i n i n g  

r i g h t s  i ts  number one p r i o r i t y  and  many d i s t r i c t s  a c h i e v e d  c l a u s e s  * 
'I' 

- 
I 



c o v e r i n g  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  such as noon-hour s u p e r v i s i o n ,  p e r s o n n e l  

p r a c t i c e s ,  and g r i e v a n c e  p rocedure .  

The p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  f e d e r a t i o n  i n  1982-83 were e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  

March ,  1982  a t  t h e  a n n u a l  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g ,  b e f o r e  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  

( I n t e r i m )  F i n a n c e  Act  w h i c h  i n i t i a t e d  r e s t r a i n t  measures  became law 

( A p r i l  3 0 ,  1982) and b e f o r e  Vander Z a l m  became M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  

(August 1 0 ,  1982) .  The p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  1982-83 were: 

1 .  That 

1 .  

3.  That 

t h e  p r i o r i t i e s  for t h e  BCTF f o r  1982-83 be:  
I - 

To p r o t e c t  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n a f  
programs - 

To p r o t e c t  t h e  j o b  s e c u r i t y ,  working c o n d i t i o n s ,  
and economic s t a t u s  o f  members. 

T h a t  t h e  BCTF b a r g a i n i n g  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  1982-83 be 
t o  c o n s o l i d a t e  t h e  198T-82 b a r g a i n i n g  g a i n s  and t o  
c o n t i n u e  t o  expand the -scope  of b a r g a i n i n g  a t  t h e  
l o c a l  l e v e l .  

Tha t  t h e  f o c u s  o f  f e d e r a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  be:  

( i) c o - o r d i  na  t i o n  and s u p p o r t  f o r  b a r g a i n i n g  t h e  
terms and  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t  i n t o  
c o n t r a c t s  a t  t h e  l o c a l  l e v e l  a n d  f o r  
e f f e c t i v e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of t h e s e  c o n t r a c t s  ; 

(ii) s u p p o r t  f o r  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  a c t i o n s  up t o  - 
and i n c l u d i n g  j o b  a c t i o n s ,  t a k e n  t o  a c h i e v e  
b a r g a i n i n g  o b j e c t i v e s .  

t h e  BCTF and its l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t a k e  p o l i t i c a l  
a c t i o n  aimed a t  enhanc ing  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  q u a l i  t y  Y . *  
and e q u a l i t y  o f  a c c e s s  t o  e d u c a t i o n a l  programs. < .  

% ? >  i 

(BCTF, 1982, p. 1 )  



< "  

.? 

L a r r y  Kuehn was t h e  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  BCTF i n  1982-83, t h e  p e r i o d  
. *. 

covered  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  He was s e r v i n g  h i s  second,  o n e  y e a r  term. I n  

A p r i l  1 9 8 3 ,  a f t e r  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  Vander  Zalm announced he'lwas 

l e a v i n g  p r o v h c i a l  p o l i t i c s ,  Kuehn was e l e c t e d  f o r  a t h i r d  t e r & ,  /an  

unusua l  move as i t  is  normal ly  a p o s i t i o n  he ld  f o r  o n l y  two terms. 

BCSTA - ' B r i t i s h  Columhia- 

Although e d u c a t i o n  is  a prov i 'nc ia l  m a t t e r ,  some r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  

d e l e g a t e d  t o  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  i n  w h i c h  t r u s t e e s  a r e  e l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  

communi ty .  Boards a p e  governed by both  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t y  (School  Act 

a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s )  a n d  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t y  ( s c h o o l  b o a r d  p o l i c i e s  a n d  

d e c i s i o n s ) .  A s c h o o l  b o a r d  i s  t o  a b i d e -  by t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  

S c h o o l  A c t  a n d  a d o p t  p o l i c i e s  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  e f f e c t i v e - . a n d  
r 

e f f i c i e n t  o p e r a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l s .  

The B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  School  T r u s t e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  was founded i n  

1905 o u t  o f  a  need f o r  b o a r d s  t o  g e t  t o g e t h e r  a t  a  p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l .  

I n  1 9 4 4 ,  when M. A. Cameron was a p p o i n t e d  t o  e,Lquire i n t o  f i n a n c e  and 

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  p r o v i n c  and t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e r e  

were 649 s c h o o l  b o a r d s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  3 B r  t i s h  Columbia. The e n q u i r y  l e d  

t o  a r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  74 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a r e a s  e a c h  w i t h  

i ts  own s c h o o l  board .  There  a r e  now 7 5  d i s t r i c t s .  

The BCSTA (1983)  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  i ts  o r g a n i z a t i o n :  

- p r o m o t i o n  and  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of t h e  p u b l i c ' s  v o i c e  i n  

e d u c a t i o n  



-, 

- p r o v i s i o n z - o f  m e m b e r s h i p  s e r v i c e s  t o  assis t  b o a r d  

- competence  

p r o v i s i o n  o f  a m e c h a n i s m  f o r  b o a r d s  t o  argiqe a t  a 

common p o s i t i o n  and ac t  t o  i n f l u e n c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  

r e a f f i r m a t i o n  o f  the b e l i e f  i n  l a y  c o n t r o l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

p r o v i s i o n  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  exchange  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  

i n c r e a s e  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n .  a n d  

i n d i v i d u a l  t r u s t e e s .  

A l t h o u g h  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  t h e  BCSTA i s  v o l u n t a r y ,  - a l l  75 d i s t r i c t s  

were m e m b e r s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .  G a r y  B e g i n  was t h e  

a s s o c i a t i o n ' s  p r e s i d e n t  (1982-1  9 8 3 )  a n d  J o y  L e a c h  was t h e  v i c e  

p r e s i d e n t .  Gary Beg in  was n o t  t h e  m a i n  s p o k e s p e r s o n  f o r  t h e  BCSTA 
! 

P - 
a f t e r  h e  announced i n  F e b r u a r y  1983,  t h a t  h e  was g o i n g  t o  be  a S o c i a l  

C r e d i t  c a n d i d a t e  i n  t h e  1983 p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n .  
8 

Because  of t h e  large volume o f  newspaper a r t i c l e s  ( 4 3 8  1 u s e d  i n  

1 t h e  s t u d y ,  a c o d i n g  s y s t e m  was a d o p t e d .  A f u l l  l i s t i n g  o f  a l l  t h e  

a r t , i c l e s  a p p e a r s  i n  Appendix A.  



The second le t te r  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  month of  t h e  
I 

A - August g F - February  

B - September 

0 - October  

M - March 

Ap - A p r i l  

N - NovemJer f - May 
-2&-' 

b ' 

D. - -' December J u  - June  
d 

J 7 :  J a n u a r y  

. The number i n d i c a t e s  t h e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  p o s i t i o n  ( n o t  t h e  d a t k )  o f  t h e  

ar t ic le  w i t h i n  t h e  month. 

For example:  

PA4 - f o u r t h  J r o v w  news a r t i c l e  a p p e a r i n g  i n  August 

SF13 - t h i r t e e n  news a r t i c l e  a p p e a r i n g , i n  Febru-y 



tor-. C o l w .  L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  W t o r  
9 

The first le t te r  d e s i g n a t e s  t h e  n e w s p a p e r .  ne s e c o n d  l e t t e r  i 

i n d i c a t e s  t h e  a r t i c l e  type .  

E - e d i t o r i a l  , 
C - c o l u m n i s t  

L - l e t - t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  

T h e  t h i r d  l e t t e r  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  month.  The number i n d i c a t e s  t h e  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r  w i t h i n  t h e  t o t a l  o f  t h e  s a m p l e  o f  e a c h  t y p e .  

Because o f  t h e  smaller numbers, numbering i s  n o t  by month as w i t h  new9 

a r t i c l e s .  The month i s  p laced  i n  t h e  a o d e  t o  g i v e  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  ~f 

t h e  p l a c e  of t h e  a r t i c l e s  i n  time. 

For example: 

SCJ11 - e l e v e n t h  & c o l u m n i s t  a r t i c l e  of  t h e  sample which 
was w r i t t e n  i n  J a n u a r y  , 

g 
PEA2 - s e c o n d  P r o v i n c e  e d i t o r i a l  w h i c h  was  w r i t t e n  in_- 

-+" August 

f 

News a r t i c l e s  are e a s i l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from commentaries because  t h e y  

have o n l y  two l e t te rs  and a n h b e r ,  w h e r e a s  c o m m e n t a r i e s  h a v e  t h r e e  

l e t te rs  and a  number. 
- r 



Content  a n a l y s i s  i s  a  t - e c h n i q u e  d e v e l o p e d  by s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  

r e s e a r c h h s  f o r  i n t e r p r e t i n g  communication c o n t e n t  ( B e r e l s o n ,  1952; 
\ 

Carney,  1972; Gerbner ,  1964; H o l s t i ,  1969; Janowi tz ,  1976; R o s e n g r e n *  

1981 )-. The major concern  of  t h e  r e s e a r c h  is  ' to use  t h e  d a t a  o b t a i n e d  

t o  make i n f g r e n c e s  a b o u t  Something w h i c h  i s  n o t  a p p a r e n t .  " C o n t e n t  

a n a l y s i s  i s  a  m u l t i p u r p o s e  r e s e a r c h  method deve loped  s p e c i f i c a l l y  f o r  

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  any problem i n  which the c o n t e n t  of  communication s e r v e s  

as t h e  b a s i s  o f  i n f e r e n c e n  ( ~ o l s t i , \ g g ,  p. 2 ) .  
\ B 

Content  a n a l y s i s  i s  b a c k e d  by t w 6  m a i n  i d e a s :  t h a t  t e x t s  h i d e  
C 

2 

s o m e t h i n g ,  a n d  t h a t  s y s t e m a t i c  a n a l y s i s  c a n  r k v e a l  t h a t  w h i c h  is  

h idden  (Rosengren,  1981).  The a im o f  t h e  method  i s  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  
b 

q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  i n f e r e n c e s  made by p r o v i d i n g  a  m o r e ' o b j e c t i v e  b a s i s  of 

i n f o r m a t i o n .  W i t h o u t  t h i s  t o o l ,  o n e  c o u l d  b u t  r e a d  t h t ' o u g h  a  
', 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  i n  a l l  i t s  mass and complex i ty ,  t o  "ge t  a n  i m p r e s s i o n  

and s u p p o r t  t h i s  i m p r e s s i o n  b y ' s e l e c t i n g  items t h a t  p rove  i t  c o r r e c t .  

The c o n f  e n t  a n a l y s i s  me thodo logy  p r o v i d e s  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  w i t h  a more 

s y s t e m a t i c  way o f  f o c u s i n g  on t h e  communication (Carney,  1 9 7 2 ) .  "The 
I 

q u a n t i t a t i v e  measurement h a s  o f  t e n  been c i t e d  as e s s e n t i a l  t o  c o n t e n t  . 1 
a n a l y s i s .  . . e a r l i e r  d e f i n i t i o n s  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  i n f e r e n c e s  f r o m  c o n  t e n t  

d a t a  b e  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  f r e q u e n c y  w i t h  w h i c h  s y m b o l s  a n d  themes 

J 
, r*-- 

a p p e a r  i n  t h e  text." ( H o l s t i ,  1969, p. 5). 
v 

C o u n t i n g  how many t imes p a r e n t s  were u s e d  a s  s o u r c e s  o f  i 
i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  how f r e q u e n t l y  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  theme  w a s  m e n t i o n e d  i n  \ 



t h i s  s t u d y , ,  f o r  example ,  would be  c o n t e n t  d a t a  under  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  

' o f  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s .  E a r l y  r e s e a r c h e r s  ( B e r e l s o n  , 1 9 5 2  ) u p h e l d  t h i s  

d e f i n i t i o n  of c ~ n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  but ' c r i t i c i s m s  and developments  have- 

s i n c e  expanded n o t i o n s  of t h e  methodology. 

One c r i t i c i s m  o f  q u a n t i t a t i v e  d a t a  is t h a t  - a n a l y s t s  f r e q u e n t l y  

assume t h a t  " t h e  f r e q u e n c y  o f  a n  a i s e r t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  r - e l a t e d  t o  

1 i t s  impor tancen  ( H o l s t i ,  4969 ,  p. 1 0 ) .  An u n d e r s t a k i n g  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  

c o n s i d e r i n g  t h 6  agenda s e t t i n g  r o l e  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r ,  i s  t h a t  e v e n  

w h a t  i s  n o t  s a i d  o r  what i s  o n l y  b r i e f l y  mentioned i s  a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

a s  t h a t  which i s  f r e q u e n t l y  r e p o r t e d .  
\ 

" C l a s s i c a l  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s n  ( c a r n e y ,  1 9 7 2 )  a l s o  l i m i t s  t h e  

i n q u i r y  because  i t  o n l y  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  s u r f a c e  o r  m a n i f e s t  c o n t e n t  o f  
\ 

t h e  m a t e r i a l .  I n  t h e  c o d i n g  s t a g e  o f  t h e  r e s e a r c h  when words and 

-A themes a r e  l o c a t e d ,  o n l y  t h o s e  items t h a t  appear  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e s  a re  

r e c o r d e d .  The l a t e n t  o r  u n d e r l y i n g  c o n t e n t  , .ob*t@ined by ' r e a d i n g  

between t h e  l i n e s '  i s  n o t  i n c o r p o r a t e d  as a n  a n a l y t i c  t e c h n i q u e .  

T h i s  r e s e a r c h  b r e a k s  w i t h  t h e , n c l a s s i c a l  c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s n  a 

r e s t r i c t e d  t o  q u a n t i f i c a t i o n  by i n c o r p o r a t i n g  q u a l i t a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  as  

wel l .  C a t e g o r i e s  a r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  and f requency  c o u n t s  made t o  r e v e a l  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  m a n i f e s t  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s .  T h e  

q u a l i t a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  t h e n  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  i n t e r r e 1 , a t i o n s h i p g  o f  t h e  
-. 

v a r i a b l e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  a n a l y s i s .  Using q u b  t a  t i o n s  

f r o m  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s ,  p a t t e r n s  are e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  i l l u m i n a t e  what isS -- 
"between t h e  l i n e s w  o r  t h e  l a t e n t  meanings o f  t h e  c o n t e x t .  



Grouping c o n t e n t  i n t o  c a t e g o r i e s  f o r  ' t h e  p u r p o s e  o f   analysis 
I ,' 

d e t e r m i n e s  t h e  b a s i c  p a t t e r n  of  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  "A- c o n t e n t  

a n a l y s i s  c a n  be no b e t t e r  t h a n  its s y ~ t e m , ~ o f  c a t e g o r i e s n  (Budd ,  1967  ,, 
J 

p .  3 9 )  . The g r o u p s  must d i f f e r e n t i i t e .  and d e s c r i b e  t h e  c o n t e n t  i n  a 
I 

way t h a t  b e s t  i l l u m i n a t e s  t h e  purpose  ok t h e  s t u d y .  
f 

The c a t e g o r i e s ,  a l t h o u g h  very  much t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  

r e s e a r c h e r ,  shou ld  a d h e r e  t o  a  number o f  canons  ( ~ u d d  , 1 9 6 7  ; C a r n e y ,  

1 9 7 2 ;  H o l s t i  , 196 9 )  . "Categor ies  shou ld  r e f l e c t  t h e  purposes  o f  t h e  

r e s e a r c h ,  be e x h a u s t i v e ,  be  m u t u a l l y  e x c l u s i v e ,  i n d e p e n d e n t  and  b e  

d e r i v e q  f om a  s i n g l e  c 3 a s s i f i c a t i o n  p r i n c i p l e n  ( H o l s t i ,  1969, p. 9 5 ) .  ,s, B . - w- 
j i!5 

For c a t e g o r i e s  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e i n v e s t i g a t o r t s  q u e s t i o n ,  o n e  m u s t  know , 
t h d * : s u b j e c t  w e l l  a n d  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  t h a t  a r e  d e a l t  w i t h .  The 

c a t e g o r i e s  must be e x h a u s t i v e ,  * t h a t  is ,  a l l  r e l e v a n t  i tems a p p e a r i n g  
-i 

i n >  t h e  a r t i c l e s  must be p laced  i n t o  a ca tegory .  No items can  be l e f t  

unplaced.  T o s l e e t  t h e  t h i r d  requ i rement  o f  m u t u a l  e x c l u s i v e n e s s ,  n o  

o n e  r e c o r d i n g  u n i t  c a n  be p l a c e d  i n  morg t h a n  one o f  t h e  c o n s i d e r e d  

c a t e g o r i e s .  The f o u r t h  r e q u i r e m e n t  i s  t h a t  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  b e  

i n d e p e n d e n t .  " Independence  o f  c a t e g o r i e s  is t h e  r u l e  t h a t  a ss ignment  

o f  any datum i n t o  a c a t e g o r y  n o t  a f f e c t  t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  o t h e r  

d a t a n  ( H o l s t i ,  1 9 6 9 ,  p. 1 0 0 ) .  T h i s  c r i t e r i o n  does  n o t  a p p l y  t o  any 

c a t e g o r y  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  b u t  w o u l d  a p p l y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i f  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  items was f i x e d  on  a s c a l e  and more items t h a n  t h e  

d i s t r i b u t i o n  a l lowed f e l l  i n t o  one u n i t  o f  t h e  s c a l e .  

i 



Once t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  are e s t a b l i s h e d ,  r e c o r d i n g  u n i t s  are 

counted.  T h e  r e c o r d i n g  u n i t s  are t h e  t h i n g s  t o  be counted.  They may .- 

be w o r d s ,  t h e m e s ,  c h a r a c t e r s ,  o r ,  even i n t e r a c t i o n s . .  . . C a t e g o r i e s  

are t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  p i g e o n h o l e s - i f  you l i k e ,  i n t o  w h i c h  t h e  

r e c o r d i n g  u n i t s  a r e  c o u n t e d w  ( C a r n e y ,  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  3 9 ) .  Under  t h e  

c a t e g o r y  r e s t r a i n t ,  a r e c o r d i n g  u n i t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  k e y  w o r d s  w h i c h  

i d e n t i q s  r e s t r a i n t  : b u d g e t  c u t ,  fund ing  r e d u c t i o n s ,  r evenue  c u t s .  
1 

If one o f  t h e s e  r e c o r d i n g  u n i t s  a p p e a r s  i n  a n  a r t i c l e ,  i t  i s  e n t e r e d  

a s  a c a t e g o r y  coun t  f o r  r e s t r a i n t .  

I n  t h i s  r e s e a r c h ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  time was t a k e n  i n  r e v i s i n g  t h e  
'i 

c a t e g o r i e s  u n t i l  s u i t a b l e  o n e s  w e r e  d e t e r m i n e d .  T h e  b a s i c  

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a t e g o r i e s  were e a s i l y  e s t a b l i s h e d :  p a p e r  -- The S u  

ahd Ihe  P r o v i n m ;  a r t i c l e  t y p e  - - .  news, e d i t o r i a l ,  c o l u m n i s t ,  l e t t e r  , 

h e  e d i t o r .  I n i t i a l l y ,  i n  t r y i n g  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  o t h e r  

keep ing  t , w o u r c e  ( p e r s o n s  q u o t e d  o n  i s s u e s  j s e p a r a t e  
r' 

from t h e  i s s u e s  was d i f f i c u l t  because  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  a p p e a r e d  t o  be t h e  

i s s u e .  T h i s  i s  b e c a u s e  i n  news ,  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  are p u r p o s e f u l l y  

i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  i s s u 5 s .  Once t h e  s o u r c e  c a t e g o g  was s e p a r a t e d  and 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from t h e  i s s u e  c a t e g o r y ,  t h e  i s s u e s  became more r e a d i l y  
, 

apparen t .  

The c q  t e g o r i z a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  i s s u h  & i s  n o t  e n t i r e l y  a r b i t r a r y  

because t h e  j o u r n a l i s t s  must s e l e c t  some' sdurces and a c t i v i t i e s  o u t  o f  

a l l  t h e  e v e n t s  of t h e  day and c r e a t e  r e o c c u r r i n g  p a t t e r n p , i n  t h e  news. ., 

The r e s e a r c h  c a t e g o r i e s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  a d e g r e e  reflect  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  - 
q-h 

%% 
e 



- -3 t h e  j o u r n a l i s t  ha s  placed on t h e  news. . C 

The i s s u e  c a t e g o r i e s  emerged a s  t h e  mos t  i m p o r t a n 6  and  c e n t r a l  
- 

c a t e g o r i e s  of t h e  a n a l y s i s .  Seventeen i s s u e s  were e s t a b l i s h e d .  Every 
?*- 

a r t i c l e  was placed i n  a t  l e a s t  one of t he se  c a t e g o r i e s  but  a n  a r t i  6 l e  

c o u l d  a l s o  d e a l  w i t h  a number of  issues and was t h e r e f o r e  en t e r ed  i n  

a l l  c a t e g o r i e s  t h a t  were r e l e v a n t .  Five of t he  c a t e g o r i e s .  h a v e  f i v e  

O r  f e w e r  e n t r i e s  b u t  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s  were maintained b e c a k e  they . 
* t 

i n d i c a t e d  what d i d  no t  emerge as impor tan t  issues. .  r .G 

word , c o u n t i n g  o r  c o u n t i n g  key  words i n  a t e x t  i s  probably t h e  
. . . . 

b e s t  known kind of c o n t e n t  a n a l y s i s  ( S a n d e r s  & P i n h e y ,  1983). The 

a s s i g n m e n t  o f  items t o  i s s u e  c a t e g o r i e s  i n  t h i s  s t udy  was determined 
*. 

l a r g e l y  by key words .  E x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h i s  were t h e  c a - t e g o r i e s  o f  

. gc-hool board  autonomy, t eache r  e v a l u a t i o n  and Vander Zalm - - persona l /  

p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e .  I n  t he se  c a t e g o r i e s ,  t he  count was n o t '  a l w a y s  made . 
m .  

' by a c o n c e p t .  For  example ,  a count  under t he  ca tegory  school  board 

autonomy was made i f  t h e r e  was mention o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  

i m p o s i n g  c u t s  o n  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  a f t e r  t h e y  had g a i n e d  M i n i s t r y  

, a ccep tance .  The concepts ,  a s  w e l l  as t h e  key words ,  t h a t  i d e n t i f i e d  

c a t e g o r i e s  are o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  of  i s s u e s  c a t e g o r i e s .  

Every 20th a r t i c l e  of t he  sample was s e l e c t e d  f o r  a n  i n t e r r a t e r  
-B r 

r e l i a b i l i t y  check on t h e  i s s u e  ca t ego r i e8 .  Twenty-one a r t i c l e s  wi th  a 
- 9 

' t o t a l  of 52  c a t e g o r y  p l a c e m e n t s  were r a t e d .  F o r t y - f i v e  o f  t h e  

p l a c e m e n t s  were congruent ,  y i e l d i n g  an  i n t e r r a t e r  r e l i a b i l i t y  of  .87. 

C o l l e c t i v e  ba rga in ing  was an  e r r o r  i n  ~lac,e;ent  ( t h a t  i s ,  i t  was n o t  - 



58. 
t. 

-- 
i d e n t i f i e d  as a n  i s s u e  i n  a n  a r t i c l e )  f o u r  times, a l t h o u g h  t h e  key 

word i d e n t i f i e r s  were i n  each  of t h e  a r t i c l e s .  T h e r e  seems to-- be  no  

e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  o t h e r  t h a n  o v e r s i g h t  o f  t h e  ra ter  whose o n l y  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  were t o  d e t e r m i n e  what i s s u e s  were i n  t h e  a r t i c l 6 s .  f r o m  

t h e  c a t e g o r y  d e f i n i t i o n s  l i s t e d  below.  S c h o o l  b o a r d  a u t o n o m y ,  

r e s t r a i n t ,  and t e a c h e r  e v a l u a t i o n  were t h e  o t h e r  i n c o r r e c t  p lacements .  

s u e  Cat- 
. . 

C o l l e c t i v e  B a r g a i n i n g  I 

- r e f e r s  t o  t e a c h e r s t  b a r g a i n i n g  r i g h t s  and  t h e i r  

p r a c t i s e  

- ' i d e n t i f i e d  b y  a n y  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  - 

t e a c h e r s :  a r b i t r . a t i o n ,  b a r g a i n i n g ,  c o l l e c t i v e  

- - 
agreement ,  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g ,  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  

r i g h t s ,  c o n t r a c t ,  c o n t r a c t  n e g o t i a t w s  , n e g o t i a t i o n s  

. ( i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s c h o o l  b o a r d  c o n t r a c t s ) ,  s a l a r y  
+ 

agreement ,  t e a c h e r  c o n t r a c t ,  t e a c h e r  s e t t l e m e n t s .  y 

A 

Curr iculum/Standards  

- refers t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  ( w h a t  is t a u g h t  i n  s c h o o l s )  

and how s t u d e n t s  are performing a s  r e g a r d s  t o  i t ,  b u t  

d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p rogra rds l iden t i f  i e d  under  
\ 

t h e  c a t e g o r y :  R e s t r a i n t  E f f e c t s  o n  S t u d e n t s  a n d  

Program. ., 
> 

- i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e s e  words: academic s u b j e c t s ,  back t o  
1 

. . 



b a s i c s ,  b i l i n g u a l  p r o g r a m ,  c o r e  program, c u r r i c u l u m ,  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of s t u d e n t s ,  e x a m i n a t i o n s  , h i g h  q u a l i t y  

e d u c a t i o n ,  p a s s i n g  g r a d e ,  s e x  e d u c a t i o n ,  s u b j e c t  a r e a  
e L 

I and s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t  a r e a ,  e . g ,  math, s c i e n c e ,  w r i t i n g .  
1 - 

~ i ' s c i ~ l i n e  
/ 

- r e f e r s  d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  ( s c h o o l  d i s c i p l i n e )  t o  

d i s c i p l i n e  o f  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  

- i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  word d i s c i p l i n e  

Layof f s / Job  S e c u r i t y  
- .  & 

. . 
. . - refers. t o  t e a c h e r s  l o s i n g  t h e i r  j o b s ,  under  t h e  t h r e a t  

o f -  l o s i n g  t h e m ,  o r  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  l o s e  

them 

- i d e n t i f i e d ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t e a c h e r s ,  by any o f  t h e  

w o r d s :  d i s m i s s a l , . j o b  e l i m i n a t i o n ,  j o b  f i r i n g ,  j o b  
- 

l ~ s s ,  j o b s  o n  t h e  l i n e ,  job secur i ty , . ,  l a y o f f ,  l o s s  o f  

j o b s ,  l o s s  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  t e r m i n a t i o n  

Non- Teacher L a y o f f s  

- re fers  t o  n o n - t e a c h i n g  s c h o o l  board employees l o s i n g  
d 4 

t h e i r  j o b  o r  under t h e  t h r e a t  o f  l o s i n g  t h e i r  job  

- i d e n t i f i e d  by Fhe words: l a y o f f ,  job e l i m i n a t i o n  I, 

P r i v a t e  S c h o o l s  

- r e f e r s  t o  s c h o o l s  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  p a r t  o f  B r i t i s h  , 

Columbia's p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sys tem I 

- i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  word- p r i v a t e  'school 



P a r e n t  Involvement 

- refers t o  p a r e n t ' s  involvement  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  

- i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  words:  make p a r e n t s  aware, p a r e n t s  

a t  s c h o o l  make d e c i s i o n s  

R e s t r a i n t  _I 

- r e f e r s  g e n e r a l l y  t o  g o v e r n m e n t  l i m i t i n g  e d u c a t i - o n  
I 

s p e n d i n g  and most f r e q u e n t l y  a p p l i e s  t o  s c h o o l  b o a r d s f  

d i f f i c u l t y  mee t ing  budget l i m i t h t i o n s  
8, 

- a l s o  r e f e r s  l a t e r s i n  term t o  government r e t u r n i n g  money 

t o  s c h o o l  boards  

- i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  w o r d s :  a g a i n s t  b u d g e t  i n c r e a s e s ,  
I 
I 

<< 

b a l a n c i n g  b u d g e t s ,  b u d g e t  c u t ,  b u d g e t  g u i d e l i n e s ,  I - 
I 

b u d g e t  r e d u c t i o n s ,  b u d g e t  s l a s h i n g ,  c o s t  c u t t i n g ,  . i 
c u t b a c k s ,  d i s t r i c t  c u t s ,  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o s t s ,  e d u c a t i o n  

s p e n d i n g ,  f a t  t o  b e  t r i m m e d ,  f i n a n c i g l  p r o b l e m s ,  

f u n d i n g  c r i s i s ,  f u n d i n g  r e d u c t i ' b n s ,  g o v e r n m e n t  
\ 

f i n a n c i  a1 s i t u a t i o n ,  government sav ing '  money, problems 

of  t h e  economy,  r e d u c e  b u d g e t  e x p e n a i t u r e ,  r e v e n u e  
L 

c u t s ,  s c h o o l  boards  s a v f n g  money, s c h o o l  f u n a i n g  c u t s  . 

R e s t r a i n t  E f f e c t s  o n  S t u d e n t s  and Programs 
I 

- r e f e r s  t o  a n y  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  r e s t r a i n t  

h o g r a m  on s t u d e n t s  o r  s c h o o l  p rograms .  

5' - i d e n t i f i e d  by s p e c i f i c  l i s t i n g  o f  a c t u a l  o r  p r o j e c t e d  
'r 

c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  b u d g e t  r e d u c t i o n s  on  s t u d e n t s  a n d  



p r o g r a m s  s u c h  a s  n o  f i e l d  t r i p s  o r  s u p p l i e s  o r  

c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  a  s p e c i f i c - p r o g r a m  

- n o t  i d e n t i f i e d  by words '  d e s c r i b i n g  g e n e r a l i z e d  e f f e c t s  

s u c h  2s: d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n  sys tem, m a s s i v e  
I 

: d i s r u p t i o n  

Schoo l  Act 

- r e f e r s  t o  B r i t i s h  Columbia ' s  P u b l i c  Schoo l  Act 

- i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  word School  Act 

School  Board A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o s t s  
i - refsrs t o  t h e  c o s t s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  t o  adminf  s ter  

2 

e I 

t h e  s c h o o l s  of t h e  d i s t r i c t  I 

- i d e n t i f i e d  dn r e f e r e n c e  t o  s c h o o l  boards  by t h e  i w o r d s  : 
E 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s ,  budget  management, d i s t ~ i c t  c o s t  

. p e r  p u p i l ,  c o m m i s s i o n  o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s ,  

e f f i c i e n t  s c h o o l  b o a r d s ,  f i n a n c i a l  management 

Schoo l  Board Autonomy . 

- refers t o  t h e  s c h o o l  board  d e f i n i n g  and m a i n t a i n i n g  i t s '  

power and a r e a s  of a u t h o r i t y  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  terms of . , 

t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  Educa t ioq  

i d e n t i f i e d ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  s c  o o l  b o a r d ,  by  t h e  % 
w o r d s :  au tonomy o f  s c h o o l  b o a r d s ,  c a n c e l  t h e  s c h o o l  

b o a r d ,  d e s t r o y  a u t o n o m y ,  d e m i s e  of s c h o o l  b o a r d s ,  

e l i m i n a t e  p o w e r ,  e m a s c u l a t e s  t h e  s c h o o l  board&, e r o d e  

l o c a l  c o n t r o l ,  h a m s t r i n g  . t r u s t e e s ,  l o s i n g  t h e i r  p o w e r ,  



m i n i s t r y  manage s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  d i r e c t l y , -  p r o v d n c i a l  

d d e  tea-r n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  remove r i g h t  o f  s c h o o l  
&- 

b o a r d ,  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  r e t u r n e d  t o  l o c a l  s c h o o l  boards ,  

s t r i p  away community, undermine a u t h o r i t y  

- a l s o  i d e n t i f i e d  by a c t i o n s  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Educa t ion  

t h a t  : 
, 

a )  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d ' s  r i g h t  Eo h i r e ,  

f i r e ,  and n e g o t i a t e  a  c o n t r a c t  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  

b )  i m p o s e  c u t s  o n  s c h o o l  % o a r d s  a f t e r  t h e y  h a v e  

ga ined  M i n i s t r y  a c c e p t a n c e  

Sch0.01 C l o s u r e  

- r e f e r s  t o  a n  a c t u a l  s c h o o l  c l o s i n g  o r  a  p roposa l  t o  

c l o s e  a s c h o o l  

- i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e  word s c h o p l  c l o s u r e  o r  s c h o o l  c l o s i n g  

Te-r Ac t i o n / S t r i k e s  
\ - re f~ers  t o  p o l i t i c a l  and j o b  a c t i o n  t a k e n  by t e a c h e r s  P- w 

( n o t  i n c l u d i n g  news c o n f e r e n c e s )  o r  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

s t r i k e s ,  t e a c h e r ' s  r i g h t  o r  &sire t o  t a k e  t h i s  a c t i o n  

i d e n t i f i e d ,  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t e a c h e r s  i n i t i a t i n g  a c t i o n ,  

by t h e  w o r d s  : BCTF r e s o l u t i o n ,  c a m p a i g n ,  de famat ion  

s u i t ,  fund r a i s i n g  t o  d e f e a t  Socreds ,  job  a c t i o n ,  l i b e l  
I 

a c t i o n ,  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  government,  p u b l i c  m e e t i n g s ,  

r a l l y ,  s t r i k e ,  t e a c h e r  lobby ,  work t o  r u l e  



Teacher  E v a l u a t i o n  

- r e f e r s  t o  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  t e a c h e r s  t o  perform ' t h e i r  job  

- i d e n t i f i e d  by t hk  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  r e q u e s t  f o r  a 

t e a c h e r ' s  e v a l u a t i o n  qr s u s p e n s i o q  and i n  l e t te rs  t o  = 

-, 

t h e  e d i t o r  by p r a i s e  o r  c r i t i c i s m  o f  t h e  j q b  t e a c h e r s  

a r e  d o i n g  

Y Teacher  R o l l b a c k s / S a l a r i e s  

- r e f e r s  t o  t e a c h e y s l .  s a l a r i e s  i n  g e n e r a l  and a l s o  

i s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  r o l l b a c k s  

- i d e n t i f i e d  by  a n y  o f  t h e s e  w o r d s  i n  r e f e r e n c e  t o  

t e a c h e r s :  a v e r a g e  s a i a r y ,  p a y  c u t ,  p a y  h i k e ,  p a y  

i n c r e a s e ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d a y s  w i t h o u t  p a y ,  r o l l b a c k ,  , 

s a l a r y  c u t ,  s a l a r y  k i c k b a c k ,  s a l a r y  f r e e z e ' ,  s a l a r y  

h i k e ,  t e a c h e r  e a r n i n g ,  wage i n c r e a s e ,  work w i t h o u t  pay, 

z e r o  i n c r e a s e  I 
I 

Vander Z a l m  - ~ e r s o o a l / p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e  

- refers t o  any a r t i b l e  which h a s  as i t s  main f o c u s ,  h o t  

a n  e d u c a t i o n a l  i s s u e ,  b u t  Vander Zalmls p e r s o n a l  life, 

p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e  o r  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r .  

The  q u a n t i t a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  i s o l a t e d  v a r i a b l e s  t o  d e t e r m i n e  what 

were  t h e  m a i n  i s s u e s  a n d  t h e  s o u r c e s  t h a t  s p o k e  o n  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  

n e w s p a p e r  c o v e r a g e .  A q u a n t i t a t i v e a n a l y s i s  d i d  n o t  d e s c r i b e  t h e  



c o m p l e x  i n t e r a c t i o n s  o r  p a t t e r n s  w i t h i n  t h e  i s s u e s  and s o u r c e s .  For  

t h i s  r e a s o n ,  t h e  secondary  a n a l y s i s ,  w i t h  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  data as i t s  
Q7 b 

b a s e ,  u s e d  a  q u a l i t a t i v e  o r  n a t u r a l i s t i c  m e t h o d o l o g y .  T h i s  
1 4 

methodology Mas used t o  e x p l o r e  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  among v a r i a b J e s  I 
1 

I / 

and t h e  d i f f e r d e n t  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s h x p s  (Gub'a & L i n c o l n ,  ! 

I n q u i r y  o f  t h i s  t y p e  i s  s u i t e d  t o  n t h o s e  q u e s t i o n s  whrich are 

h o l i s t i c ,  i n  n a t u r e ,  t h a t  i s  t h e  phenomenon t o  b e  i n v e s t i g a t e d  i s  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by g r o u p s  o f  i n t e r a c t i n g . v a r i a b - s  r a t h e r  t h a n  by 
I 

i n d e p e n d e n t l y  i m p o r t a n t  v a r i a b l e s n  ( LaRocque, 1983,  p. 4 3 ) .  ~ d l u c a t i o n  

news i s  continuing. .ngws which i s  a  s e r i e s  o f  s t o r i e s  based upon' e v e n t s  
-* 

o c c u r r i n g  over  a  p e r i o d  o f  time (Tuchman, 1983).  I s s u e s  i n  c o n t i n u i n g  
- 

4' 

# 

news are compl icatgd and a l m o s t  a lways  c e n t e r  on c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  w i t h i n  

and among complex o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  Con t inu ing  news which e n c o m p a s s e s  a 

number o f  i s s u e s  a n d  s o u r c e s ,  h a s  many i n t e r a c t i v e  v a r i a b l e s  and is  

t h e r e f o r e  s u i t e d  t o  s t u d y  w i t h  t h e  q u a l i t a t i v e  paradigm. 

T h e  i n q u i r y  f o c u s e d  o n  t h r e e  main  i n t e r a c t i o n s :  ( a )  s o u r c e s  

i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  s o u r c e s  ( e . g .  L a r r y  Kuehn o f  t h e  BCTF i n t e r a c t i n g  

w i t h  B i l l  Vander  Z a l m  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  1; ( b j  s o u r c e s  i n t e r a c t i n g  . t 

kc 

w i t h  i s s u e s  (e .g .  Gary Beg in  o f  ~ ~ ~ " B C S T A  s p e a k i n g  o n  s c h o o l  b o a r d  

a u t o n o m y ) ;  a n d  ( c )  i s s u e s -  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  i s s u e s  ( e . g .  s a l a r i e s  

,'-- i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g .  - 
P 

The d a t a  used i n  t h i s  a n a l y s i s  c o n s i s t  of  q u o t a t i o n s  from t h e  two 

newspapers.  Q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  news a r t i c l e s  were c o l l e c t e d  o n  l a r g e  



I 

I 65. 

i n d e x  c a r d s  a n d  s o r t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t y p e  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n .  The re  

were  t h r e e  sets  of d a t a  c a r d s  i n  a l l .  Each se t  h a d  two  s u b s e t s ,  o n e  

f o r  r e c o r d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  The  S u n a n d  t h e  o t h e r  f r o m  

Province. 

One set o f  c a r d s  c o l l e c t e d  q u o t a t i o n s  o f  s o u r c e s  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  

s o u r c e s .  From t h e  o u t s e t ,  t h e s e  q u o t a t i o n s  i n d i c a t e d  a p a t t e r n :  m o s t  

s o u r c e s  were i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e ,  V a n d e r  Z a l m .  A 

s e p a r a t e  c a r d  was e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e s ,  L a r r y  Kuehn o f  

t h e  BCTF a n p  G a r y  B e g i n  o f  t h e  BCSTA a n d  g n  i t  w a s  r e c o r d e d  t h e i r  

' i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  V a n d e r  ,Za lm.  O t h e r  s o u r c e s  w e r e  g r o u p e d  --  
t e a c h e r s ,  t r u s t e e s ,  and o t h e r s ,  w i t h  q u o t a t i o n s  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  

Vander  Zalm r e c o r d e d  o n  a s e p a r a t e  c a r d  f o r  e a c h  g r o u p .  
1 
/J 

A s e c o n d  s e t  o f  d a t a  c a r d s  was, u s e d  t o  r e c o r d  i n t e r a c t i o n s  o f  

s o u r c e s  and  i s s u e s  ( s o u r c e / i s s u e  c a r d s ) .  If a s o u r c e  q p o k e  o n  a n  

i s s u e  o f  t e n ,  a s  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  E d u c a t i o n  . M i n i s t e r  V a n d e r  Z a l m  o n  

r e s t r a i n t ,  a s e p a r a t e  c a r d  was u s e d  t o  r e c o r d  h i s  q u o t a t i o n s  o n  t h i s  

s u b j e c t .  A l s o  r e c o r d e d  s e p a r a t e l y ,  i n  l i s t  fo rm,  was t h e  h e a d l i n e  o f  
' J  

e a c h  a r t i c l e ,  a b r i e f  summary o f  t h e  a r t i c l e ,  a n d  t h e  s o u r c e s  q u o t e d  

i n  t h e  ar t icle.  

I n  a t h i r d  s e t  o f  c a r d s ,  e a c h  i s s u e  h a d  a c a r d  o n  w h i c h  w a s  

r e c o r d e d  a l l  L t i c l e s  t h a t  m e n t i , o n e d  t h e  i s s u e  a n d  q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  

a r t i c l e s  w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  i s s u e .  T h e s e  c a r d s  
T 

q u o t e d  t h e  r e p o r t e r s 1  i n f o r m a t i p n ,  n o t  t h e  q u o t e d  s o u r c e s .  ( T h i s  w a s  
-, 

r e c o r d e d  o n  t h e  s o u r c e / i s s u e  c a r d s . )  



I n t e r a c t i o n s  o f  i s s u e s  w i t h  i s s u e s  were o b t a i n e d  i n  a l i m i t e d  way 

by a computer c o u n t  o f  how many times i s s u e s  a p p e a r e d  t o g e t h e r  ' i n  

a r t i c l e s .  The c o u n t  showed, f o r  example, how many times t h e  i s s u e  o f  
\ 

l a y o f f d j o b  s e c u r i t y ,  and t h e  i s s u e  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  a p p e a r e d  

, b a p e r  had more coverage  on qn i s s u e  o r  s o u r c e ,  t h L  s e l e c t i o n  t r i e d  t o  

t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  same a r t i c l e .  

The s e l e c t i o n  o f  q u o t a t i o n s  fFom commentaries d i f f e r e d  from t h a t  

of - the  news a l - t i c les .  It was guided by t h e  d a t a  s h e e t  on commentaries 
,' 

w h i c h  r e c o r d e d  e a c h  i s s u e  d e a l t .  w i t h  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  and t h e  a t t i t u d e  

t a k e n  by t h e  wri ter  on  t h a t  i s s u e .  Q u o t a t i o n s  were s e l e s t e d  t o  

r e f l ec t  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  v i e w  and  t h e  amount  o f  a t t e n t i o n  g i v e n  t o  

i s s u e s ,  as i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  d a t a .  Q u o t a t i o n s  f r o m  c o m m e n t a r i e s  w e r e  

n o t  p u t  o n  i n d e x  c a r d s  because  t h e  volume was less, fewer i s s u e s  were 

d e a l t  w i t h  i n  each a r t i c l e  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  c o l u m n i s t s ,  t h e  views 

became p r e d i c t a b l e .  - - 
+ '  

I n  o r d e r  t h a t  t h e  . q u o t a t i o n s  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  w e r e  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  a r t i c l e s  as well as p o s s i b l e ,  t h e y  were c h o s e n  

, t o  r e f l e c t  a b a l a n c e  o f  _The Sun and  me P r o w  a r t i c l e s .  If one 

a c c o u n t  f o r  t h i s .  Q u o t a t i o n s  were s e l e c t e d  from as l a r g e  a number of 
4 

a r t i c l e s  as p o s s i b l e .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  i f  a q u o t a t i o n  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  o n e  

p o i n t  was s e l e c t e d  from a l e t t e i  t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  t h e  researclier avoided 

s e l e c t i n g  i t  t o  make a n o t h e r  p o i n t .  There was o n e  f u l l  p a 4 e  a r t i c l e  

i n  The Sun e n t i - t l e d :  wTo B i l l ,  i t ' s  a l l  a  cha!llengew ( s D ~ J  which was 

quoted s e v e r a l  times b u t  was much l a r g e r  i n  vo lume t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  



J 
a r t i c l e .    not her a r t i c l e  i n  The P r o v m ,  e n t i t l e d :  "The Vander Zalm 

p r i m e r n  (PS5) was a n e a r  f u l l  p a g e  i n t e r v i e w  OIhich was a l s o  q u o t e d  

s e v e r a l  times b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  l a r g e  s i z e  a n d  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  its 

inf+ormat ion.  

. The s e l e c t i o n  o f  q u o t a t i o n s  was a l s o  made t o  reflect t h e  p e r i o d  

o f  time t h e  i s s u e  spanned t h e  news coverage.  When p o s s i b l e ,  series o f  

q u o t a t i o n s  were g i v e n  i n  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  o r d e r .  

"B, I n  t h e  q u a n t i t a t i v e  a n a l y s i s ,  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  was 

l a r g e l y  d e r i v e d  d i ~ e c t l y  f r o m  t h e  d a t a .  Even i n  t h e  c a t e g o r y  
,. 

d e f i n i t i o n s  t h e r e  was a low leve'l. s f  i n f e r e n c e  b e c a u s e  m o s t  i s s u e s  
, * 

-- 

w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  by k e y  w o r d s .  The q u a l i t a t i v e  a n a l y s i s  was more 

h i g h l y  i n f e r e n t i a l .  Some o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s  w a s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  t h e  
J 

t h e o r i e s  o n  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  i n  s o c i e t y , a s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  

C h a p t e r  11. T h e s e  t h e o r i e s  a l e r t e d  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  t o  p o s s i b l e  

p a t t e r n s  o f  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  v a r i a b l e s  + 



Chapter  I V  - 
T h e  news a l l o w s  t h e  p u b l i c  a c c e s s  t o  a  w o r l d  o f  i n f o r m a t i e n -  

beyond  w h a t  i n d i v i d u a l s  c a n  o b t a i n  - t h e m s e l v e s .  F r o m  t h e  many  

o c c u r r e n c e s  i n  t h e  e v e r y d a y  w o r l d ,  some a r e  framed by r e p o r t e r s  a s  

e v e n t s  and become s t o r i e s .  By g i v i n g  a n  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  m o r e  

c o v e r a g e ,  news e s t a b l i s h e s  a  p r i o r i t y  o f  problems o r  i s s u e s .  Where a 

news i t e m  i s  p l a c e d  i n  t h e  p a p e r  i s  a n o t h e r  i n d i c a t o r  o f  t h e  , 

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  a n  i s s u e .  F ron t .  page s t o r i e s  w i l l  c a t c h  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  

o f  a r e a d e r  more o f t e n  than  t h o s e  b u r i e d  deep  i n s i d e .  

S o u r c e s  a r e  used t o  g a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  on a  s t o r y .  They e s t a b l i s h  
* - 

t h e  r e p o r t e r  as o b j e c t i u e ,  d i s t a n t  f r o m  a n  e v e n t ,  a n d  i n  s e a r c h  o f  - a 

a u t h 0 r i t i . e ~  who know t h e  f a c t s  o n  i s s u e s .  The n e w s p a p e r  g i v e s  

r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  c e r t a i n  - p e o p l e  as  s o u r c e s .  B e c a u s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

p r e s e n t e d  i s  s u p p o s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f a i r  h e a r i n g  t o  b o t h  s i d e s  o n  a n  

* i s s u e ,  two o p p o s i n g  s o u r c e s  a r e  o f t e n  u s e d .  Two s o u r c e s  a r e  

.: f r e q u e n t l y  s e t  o u t  i n  t h e  l e a d ' o r  first l i n e  of  a  s t o r y  t o  c r e a t e  a  

mood o r  t o n e .  

N e w s p a p e r s  may d i f f e r  i n  what is  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be a  s t o r y ,  where 

a d i b r y  is p laced  i n  t h e  p a p e r ,  who is used ps 'a  s o u r c e ,  a n d  t h e  mood 
i 
\ 

t h a t  is c r e a t e d  by j u x t a p o s i n g  s o u r c e s  i n  t h e  l e a d  i n  a  s t o r y .  

With t h i s  i n  m i n d ,  a p r e l i m i n a r y  v i e w  o n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s c e n e  
J 

c e n t e r i n g  o n  - t h e  M i n i s t e r  of  Educa t ion ,  B i l l  Vander Zalm, - w i l l  f o c u s  



.. 
on t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u e s t i o n s :  

c3 

What . i s s u e s  a r e  g i v e n  p r i o r i t y  i n  t h e  coverage  o f  _The 
C- - --.- 

\ - 
&m and The? 

What are t h e  f r o n t  page s t o r i e s ?  

What peop le  are used a s  s o u r c e s  of i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e s e  

i s s u e s ?  

How a r e  t h e  s o u r c e s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  l e a d s  t o  c r e a t e  

' t h e  mpod of t h e  s t o r y ?  

C o m p a r i s o n s  be t w e e n  t h e  two papers, ,  The Sun ar$ The Prov- w i l . 1  be. 

made on each o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s .  

T h i s  p r e l i m i n a r y  vi"ew of t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s c e n e  p robab ly  r e f l e c t s  

t h e  most  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of  newspaper  r e a d e r s  w i l l  t a k e  i n .  They 

w i l l  h a v e -  some i d e a  o f  t h e  m a j o r  i s s u e s ,  t h e  s o u r c e s  o r  'p!layerst 

i n v o l v e d  and t h e  g e n e r a l  t o n e  t h a t  s u r r o u n d s  i s s u e s .  Deeper a n a l y t i c  
k 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  d a i f f i q u l t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  way news is s t r u c t u r e d .  

Most  o f  t h e  c o v e r a g e  o n  e d u c a t i o n  i s s u e s  would  b e  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  ,, 

c o n t i n u i n g  news ,  a  se r ies  of s t o r i e s  o n  t h e  same s u b j e c t  o c c u r r i n g  

o v e r  a p e r i o d  of  time. I s s u e s  i n  c o n t i n u i n g  news are c o m p l i c a t e d  a n d  - 

a l m o s t  a l w a y s  c e n t e r  o n  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  w i t h i n  a n d  among c o m p l e x  - 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  . 
\ C o n t i n u i n g  n e w s  p r e s e n t s  p r o b l e m s  t o  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  r e a d e r .  

R e p o r t e r s  h a v e  a n  e v e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  a h i s t o r i c a l .  T h e i r  
- 



emphasis is on t h e  p re sen t  and- cont ingent  events .  - ~ e p o r t e r s  do l i t t l e  - 
% 

t o  draw connec t ions  from e v e n t s  on o t h e r  i s s u e s  t h a t  may b e ' r e l a t e d ,  
3 

o r  from even t s  of t h e  pst  on t h e  same i s s u e .  Often they  do not  carry.  

forward developments t h a t  were ' u n f o l d e d ,  l e a v i n g  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  . 
. .  . 

i s s u e s  a  m y s t e r y .  S o m e t i m e s  e v e n t s  a r e  announced  a s  a ' f a $ t  . 
accompli '  , a 1  though l e g i t i m a t e l y  they a r e  not .  

Fop example, a  b i l l  in t roduced  i n t o  t h e  I e g i s l a t u r e  shor tened  t h e  

s choo l  yea r  by f i v e  days.  ' ~aader%'&m s a i d  t h a t  would mean a n  e x t r a  

12  m i n u t e s  and 48 seconds  of i n s t r u c t i o n  pe r  day between January and 
-2 

June  (PS20). The fo l l owing  day a n  a r t i c l e  a p p e a r e d  t o  s a y  t h e  BCTF 

h a d  ca l l - ed  a  s p e c i a l  m e e t i n g  b e c a u s e  th%y ;ere " f y r i o u s .  a t  t h e '  
- 

+ 

government's new educa t ion  lawsw (PS22). The b i l l  had 

b u t  i t  was 'la&'.. The re  was no  mentiom of  teaching  

Four days l a t e r  t h e  BCSTA asked f o r  de l ay  on deba te  of  

The re  i s  no  m e n t i o n  of  t h e  12  minutes  and 48. seconds 

-. 
not  been passed 

t h e  e x t r a  time. ' 

the  b i l l  -( PO1 ) . 
u n t i l  one month 

l a t e r  with t h e  head l ine ,  "Teachers r e f u s e  overt ime ".- The s t o r y   stated'^ 

'\ , t h a t  t h e  BCTF r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  assembly had voted no t  t o  teach  t h e  e x t r a  
2- 

12 min 'u tes  and 48 s e c o n d s .  The b i l l  was t h e n  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  f h e  

S c h o o l  S e r v i c e s  Act s o  one would assume i t  had passed (Po lo ) .  The 12 

m i n u t e  48 second  i s s u e  n e v e r  s u r f a c e d  i n  t h e  news  a g a i n .  The 

newspaper  r e a d e r  does ;ho t  know w h e t h e r  t o  assume t h a t  t h e  b i l l  was 

Bnfp rced  o r  t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r s 1  r e f u s a l  was  c a r r i e d  o u t .  A s  i t  ' 
& 

happened ,  t e a c h e r s  d i d  no t  make up t h e  +l2, minutes  and 48 seconds but 

t h e  r e a d e r ,  even if fo l lowing  -the developmeht wi th '  i n t e r e s t  over  time, 

P 



+ i i L 

never g o t  t h e  ending. 
.f 

The con t inu ing  news s t o r y  slithers. through t h e  mind wi thout  a  l o t  
5 - . . +. 

t o  h o l d o n  t o .  The c o m p l e x i t y  o f  e v e n t s ,  P o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e i r  

ah i s&or i ca l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  blocks t h e  s t r u c t u r i n g  of  i s s u e s  f o r  a n a l y t i c  

understanding.  Given most r e a d e r s  have only  one pas s ing  g l a n c e  a t  a n  

' 3 e v e r  c h a n g i n g  s c e n e ,  t h e  v i e w  w i l l  p robab1 .y  b i  remembered by . 
1 

landmarks,  c o n s t a n t s  i n  t h e  s c e n e  which a r e  now d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  

p r e l imina ry  view. . . 
* 

. v  
5 a < - 

A &+' 
The i s s u e s  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  newspaper  a t t e n t i o n  i n  news a r t f c l e s  

. - 
when B i l l  Vander  Zalm was M i n i s t e r  o f  Educat ion a r e  shown i n  Table  

. s 

4-1. A Spearman1 s r h k  orde r  c o r r e l a t i o n  coeff  i c i p e n t  was d e t e r m i n e d  
, . 

t o i  be 0.96, i n d i c a t i n g  a high degree  of cons i s t ency  be tween r e l a t i v e  

r ank ing  of i s s u e s  i n  $he two papers.  A theme t h r o u g h o u t  72% of  b o t h  <* 
_Th- and ~e Prov-' coverage was restraint. Layoffs /  job s e c u r i t y  

and r o l l b a c k s / ~ a l a r i e s  were t h e  next  most common i s s u e s  men t ioned  i n  

both papers .  C o l l e c t i v e  b a ~ ~ & p i n g ,  school  board autonomy and t eache r  
i 

a c t i o n  a l s o  had near  p a r a l l e l  coverage i n  terns of t h e  emphas is  g i v e n .  
. 1 

t h e s e  i s s u e s .  . The  g rea texs t  d i s c r e p a n c y  came on t h e  i s s u e  o f  
1 

\ cur r icu lum which ranked 8 t h  i n  The Sun and 5 t h  i'n The Province. , 
- 

I s s u e s  t h a t  w e r e  g i v e n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  ' i n  ,commentaries i n  t h e  two 

pape r s  are shown i n  Table 4-2. Geqe-rally, t h e  e d i t o r i a l s ,  co lumnis t s ,  
4 . * 

and  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  cor respo&,  t o  t h e  coverage g iven  issys i n  , 
% '  



I s s u e s  i n  Educat ion - ~ e w s  A r t i c l e s  ,\ , 

The- The Province  

f Number o f  Rang Number o f '  Rank ' 

I s s u e  - , A r t i c l e s  d rde r  Articles Order 
5 (N=129) (N=112) 

Layoffs/Job S e c u r i t y  

C o l l e c t i v e  Bargaining 

Teacher ~ c t i o n / ~ t r Y k e s , '  

School Board Autonomy 

R e s t r a i n t  E f f e c t  

- 
School Act . 

Non- t eache r  Layoffs  

School Board Admin. Costs  1 1  1 1  

Teacher Evaluat ion 6 12 9 12 
. J  

5 '1 3 3. 14 Vander Zalm S t y l e  

4 14.5 - P r i v a t e  Schools  1 16 

D i s c i p l i n e  - 4 14.5 4 _13 

3 16 
-. 

School Closure 0 .  . 17 
;. = 

paren t  Involvement 0 17 ' 2 i 5 



Table 4-2 . - 
0 

I s s u e s  i n  Educat ion - Commentaries 

L e t t e r s  t o  
E d i t o r i a l s  Columnists E d i t o r  i 

I s s u e  
T SMlProv. SIlllProv. S lanProv .  

\ N=13 N=20 N=18 N=33 N=44 N=63 

R e s t r a i n t  
- - 

Layoff/Job S e c u r i t y  

Rol l  backs/Salary 

C o l l e c t i v e  Bargaining 
\ 

a 

Teacher A c t i o n / S t r i W  

School Board Autonomy 

R e s t r a i n t  E f f e c t  

School Act 

Non Teacher Layoffs  

School Board Admin. Cos ts  

Teacher Evalua t ion  

Vander Zalm S t y l e  

D i s c i p l i n e  , , 

, 
School Closur,e i 
Paren t  Involvement 



\ 
t h e  news a r t i c l e s .  R e s t r a i n t ,  l g g o f f s /  j o b  s e c u r i t y  and r o l l b a c k s /  

s a l a r y  a r e  t h e  f o c u s .  It is  in^ter&!ting t o  n o t e  t h e  much g r e a t e r  

impqq tance  g i v e n  t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u h / s t a n d a r d s  i n  t h e  letters t a  t h e  

e d j t o r .  T h e r e  i s  a l m o s t  a s  much e m p h a s i s  g i v e n  t h i s  i s s u e  a s  

r e s t r a i n t .  . A l s o  The S u h a d  11 l e t t e r s  which -were c l a s s i f i e d  as 

t e a c h  r e v a l u a t i o n  becaus-e t h e y  c r i t i c i z e d  o r  d e f e n d e d  t h e  j o b  

, ' g e e h e r s  were, d o i n g  i n  schools .  The P r o w  d id  n o t  hayp a group of  
-LI 

letters s i m i l a r  t o  t he se .  
, x 

~ t t i  t u d e s  o n  i s s u e s  a r e  o p e n l y  ~ x p r e s s e d  i n  commen ta r i e s .  

A t t i t u d e s  and i d e a s  t h a t  a l i g n e d  w i t h  Vander . Z a l m r s  on  i s s u e s  were 

ass igned  p o s i t i v e  va lue  and those  t h a t  were a g a i n s t  Vander Zalmts  weqe 
' 1 

. . 

given  nega t ive  k ? u e .  Commentar ies  t h a t  c o g s i d e r l d  b o t h  s i d e s  of 

i s s u e s  were cons idered  n e u t r a l .  
t 

I n  e d i t o r i a l s ,  _The S-expressed more p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  t o  
'. 

r e s t r a i n t  ( 3  o r  5), r o l l b a c k s  (4  o f  5 ) ,  and s t r i k e s  ( t h a t  i s ,  a g a i n s t  

s t r i k e  a c t i o n )  (3 o f  3 )  and n e g a t i v e  a t t i t u d e s  on  s c h o o l  b o a r d  

autonornyY4 of 4) .  Ten e d i t o r i a l s  were c r i t i c a l  o f  Vander  Z a l m  and 

none were,  o p e n l y  s u p p b r t i v e .  ~ r o v i n c e ~ e d i t o r i a l s  a l s o  took a . 

s t and  a g a i n s t  l o s s  of school  board autonomy ( 4  o f  5  edito ' ; . ials) and 

s u p p o r t e d  c u t t i n g  back  s c h o o l  b o a r d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  ( 3  of  4  

e d i t o r i a l s ) .  Only 2 of  '14 e d i t o r i a l  comments on  Vander  Z a l m  were 

p d s i t i v e ,  t h e  rest were n e g a t i v e .  O t h e r  i s s u e s  we- balanced w i t h  

ps i  t i v e ,  hega t ive  and n e u t r a l  views expressed,  
1 

Columni sf8 i n  _TBe S-expressed 17 nega t ive  views on i s s u e s ,  9 



p o s i t i v e  and 15 n e u t r a l .  They came o u t  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  l o s s  of - 22 
I j- 

s c h o o l  b o a r d  a u t o n o m y  ( 4  o f  4  a r t i c l e s )  and  g a v e  some s u p p o r t  t o  ?I 

c u t t i n g  s c h o o l  b o a r d  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  ( 3  o f  4  a r t i c l e s ) .  s i x  o f  

n i n e  a r t i c l e s  made n e g a t i v e  comment o n  V a n d e r  Z a l m ;  t h r e e  m a d e  

p o s i t i v e  comment.- n e  P r o v i n e  c o l u m n i s t s  were  q u i t e  s o l i d l y  a g a i n s t  

t h e  government 'on  n e a r l y  a l l  i s s u e s .  Nine teen  o f  22  v i e w s  o n  Vander  

Zalm were  c r i t i c a l .  

V i e w s  i n  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  were p o l a r i z e d  on i s s u e s ,  w i t h  

- .  few n e u t r a l  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  a n d  a r e l a t i v e  b a l a n c e  o f  v i e w s .  An 

e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  o c c u r r e d  i n  The P r o v i n c e  w h e r e  l e t te rs  came o u t  

s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  l a y o f f s  ( 7  o f  8 l e t t e r s ) . ,  and  4  o f  4  l e t t e r s  w e r e  

c r i t i c a l  o f  r e s t r a i n t  e f f e c t s .  A l l  t h r e e  l e t t e r s  o n  s c h o o l  board 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  s u p p o r t e d  c o s t  c u t b a c k s .  Twenty f o u r  l e t t e r s  t o  

T h e  P r o v i n c e  commended V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  w h i l e  32 were c r i t i c a l  of  h i s  

p o s i t i o n .  E i g h t e e n  o f  The S u n  l e t t e r s  p r a i s e d  V a n d e r  Z a l m  a n d  24 

e x p r e s s e d  u n f a v o r a b l e  a t t i t u d e s  toward him. 

* The e d i t o r i a l s  tended t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  i s s u e  from t h e  p e r s o n a f  i t y  
- - >  

<fl a n d  s o m e t i m e s  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  *sue but  n o t  t h e  means Vander Z a l m  was - 
u s i n g  t o  o b t a i n  h i s  e n d s .  The c o l u m n i s t s  a n d  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  

6 

e d i t o r .  t e n d e d  e i t h e r  t o  s u p p o r t  ' t h e  i s s u e  and  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  , 

E d u c a t i o n  or '  t a k e  a s t a n d  a g a i n s t  both .  



- 3 - 

The placement o f  a news s t o r y  on t h e  f r o n t  page e s t a b l i s h e s  i t  as 

a n  i m p o r t a n t  news item. E d u c a t i o n  news f e a t u r i n g  Vander Z a l m  made 

f r o n t  page h e a d l i n e s  15 items i n  D e  Sun and 18 t imes  i n  The Provfnce. 

A s  shown i n  T a b l e  4-3 and Tab le  4-4, each h e a d l i n e  u s u a l l y  i n d i c a t e s  

w h a t  was  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  m a i n  i s s u e  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e .  

R e s t r a i n t  was n o t  a  h e a d l i n e  g r a b b e r  as much as t h e  consequences  o f  

i t .  R e s t r a i n t  was never  a n  i s s u e  i n  _The Prov- h e a d l i n e s  and was a n  

is 'sue on ly  twice  i n  _The Sw. 

Head1 i n e  i s s u e s  i n  The S m c e n t e r e d  on r o l l b a c k / s a l a r i e s  ( f i v e  

h e a d l i n e s )  f o l l o w e d  by r e s t r a i n t ,  l a y o f - f  s ,  t e a c h e r  a c t i o n  a n d  

c u r r i c u l u m  wi th  two h e a d l i n e s  each  and c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  w i t b :  one. 
4 

I s s u e s  were n o t  e x p l i c i t  i n  two h e a d l i n e s .  

C u r r i c u l u m  i s s u e s  n o t  d i r e c t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  r e s t r a i n t  made f r o n t  
9 

p a g e  h e a d l i n e s '  f o u r  times i n  The P r o w .  T e a c h e r  a c t i o n  m a d e  - 1 

h e a d l i n e s  f o u r  t i m e s  a s  w e l l .  R o l l b a c k s / s a l a r i e s ,  c o l l e c t i v e  

b a r g a i n i n g  and s c h o o l  board autonomy had two h e a d l i n e s  e a c h ,  l a y o f f s /  

Job s e c u r i t y  & ~ d  School  Act had one each.  

Only two f r o n t  p a g e  s t o r i e s  were t h e  same i n  The S u n  a n d  
-. , 

f r o v i n c e . '  Bo th  c o v e r e d  t h e  government  r e q u e s t  f o r  s c h o o l  boards  t o  

r e s c i n d  l a y o f f  n o t i c e s  and t o  h a v e  t e a c h e r s  " t a k e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  d a y s  

1 
.without pay (SS10, PS20) and Vander Z a l m l s  c r i t i c i s m  of  t h e  '5.5 s a l a r y  

J i n c r e a s e  g r a n t e d  Vancouver area t e a c h e r s  (SD9, PD5). The b a s i c  i s s u e s  

d i d  n o t  v a r y  much i n  t h e  two p a p e r s  a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  Tab le  4-1 y e t  t h e  



Table  4-3 . .  

, I s s u e s  I n d i c a t e d  i n  F r o n t  Page H e a d l i n e s  - B e  Sun 

Head l ine  I s s u e  

r e s t r a i n t  S c h o o l s  f a c e  t h e  " r e a l  w o r l d n  o f  c u t  backs  

t e a c h e r  a c t i o n  

l a y o f f s  

Teachers  head  f o r  showdown 

'New mathf  compromise: 5 p r o f e s s i o n a l  d a y s  
= no t e a c h e r  l a y o f f s  

T e a c h e r s  a t t a c k  pay-cut b i l l  
I t ' s  l i k e  s l a v e r y ,  Fed. c h i e f  s a y s  

C i t y  t e a c h e r s  ' f a c e  new pay c u t s  - 

n e x t  y e a r  ' 

Teachers  f a i l  t o  shake  Vander Z a l m  
4000 r a l l y  a g a i n s t  e d u c a t i o n  c u t s  

t e a c h e r  a c t i o n  
r e s t r a i n t  - ? 

Vander Z a l m  h i t s  ' f u r a s t u f f  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l s  

c u r r i c u l u m  

Vander Zalm a g h a s t  a t  t e a c h e r s t  pay 
- h i k e  

r o l  l $ a c k s / s a l a r i e s  

Pay h i k e s  r i l e  Vander Z a l m  a g a i n  r o l l  b a c k s / s a l a r i e s  

o o l l e c t i v e  
b a r g a i n i n g  

1 ayof  f  s 

c u r r i c u l u m  

S c r a p  a r b i t r a t i o n ,  Vander Zalm s a y s  

Schoo l  j o b  l o s s e g  ' i n e v i t a b l e 1  . 

S t u d e n t  d iploma is  t p o l i t i c a l t  

'Coward ' B e n n e t t  ducks  crowds - 

R e f u s e s  t o  see p r o t e s t e r s  

' T h i s  is  i t t " o n  s c h o o l  s a l a r i e s  



Table  4-4 
- 

I s s u e s  I n d i c a t e d  i n  F r o n t  Page H e a d l i n e s  - Theprovince 

I .  Headl ine  " I s s u e  

Teachers  f a c e  s a l a r y  f r e e z e  t h r e a t  r o l l b a c k s / s a l a r i e s  

School  Act School Act "key t o  s o l u t i o n n  

3 ~ t r & ?  -and be f i r e d  ' 
1 - 

1500 BC t e a c h e r s  ' f a c i n g  a x e '  

Teachers p l a n  work s t o p p a g e s  - 
$301~ wage g r a b  s t i n g s  t e a c h e r s  

Bander Z a l m  wants  boards  t o  g u t  t e a c h e r  
p a c t s  4 

t e a c h e r  a c t i o n  

l a y o f f s  a 

t e a c h e r  a c t i o n  

r o l l b a c k s / s a l a r i e s  

c o l l e c t i v e  
b a r g a i n i n g  

school,  bokrd 
autonomy 

s c h o o l  board 

School t r u s t e e s  a s k i n g  Benne t t  'what 
gov t p l a n s  

Mergers s t u d i e d  
autonomy 

Vander Z a l m  f l u n k s  s t u d e n t  . f o r  poor c u r r i c u l u m  
gr ammar 

Awards s p a r k  new e d u c a t i o n  f i g h t s  c o l l e c t i v e  
b a r g a i n i n g  
r o l l b a c k s / s a l a r i e s  

c u r r i c u l u m  S t u d e n t s  f a i l  t o  s o a r  i n  s c i e n c e  s k i l l s  
c- 

Old  s e x  survey  c a t c h e s  up on Vander Z a l m  

Three R s  back w i t h  bang . 

c u r r i c u l u m  

c u r r i c u l u m  

t e a c h e r  a c t i o n  'Get r i d  o f  Vander Za lmt - teachers  

Local s c h o o l  powers urged s c h o o l  board 
autonomy 

% 

S t r i k e - r i g h t  i d e a  was g o v ' t ' s  c o l l e c t i v e  
b a r g a i n i n g  . 

t e a c h e r  a c t i o n  



a c t u a l  e v e n t s  and i s s u e s  c h o s e n - f o r  h e a d l i n e s  d i d .  

/""g - 
The word t e a c h e r  was i n  s e v e n  a n d  f i v e  Provinca h e a d l i n e s .  

V a n d e r  Zalm was i n  f i v e  &Q and f o u r  P r o v i n c e  h e a d l i n e s ,  s t u d e n t  was 

i n  o n e  and one Province h e a d l i n e ,  and t r u s t e e  was i n  o n e  P r o v i n c e  

h e a d l i n e .  

The h e a d l i n e s  s e r v e d  n o t  o n l y  t o  a ler t  r e a d e r s  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  but  

a l s o  t o  t h e  a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d ;  The i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t e a c h e r s  a n d  Vander  

Z a l m  i n  h e a d l i n e s  p o i n t s  s t r o n g l y  t o  t h e  c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e s e  

two on  i s s u e s .  , 
/ 

-1 

B e c a u s e  f r o n t  page  a r t i c l e s  a r e  more  l i k e l y  t o  g a i n  r e a d e r  

a t t e n t i o n  andl  are c o n s i d e r e d  t o  highlight t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s ,  a  

c h r o n i c l e  o f  f r o n t  page  a r t i c l e s  p r o v i d e s  a n  overview t o  t h e  e v e n t s  

and i s s u e s  covered.  Reading t h e  c h r o n i c l e  g i v e s  o n e  a s e n s e  o f  t h e  

d i f f i c u l t y  f o l l o w i n g  a  c o n t i n u i n g  news s t o r y  w i t h  i ts a h i s t o r i c a l  

e v e n t  o r i e n t a t i o n .  One i s s u e  l e a p s  o v e r  o t h e r s  and t h e n  l i e s  d o r m a n t  

i t s e l f  as  a n o t h e r  i s s u e  l e a p s  forward.  Although l a b e l l e d  c o n t i n u i n g  

s t o r i e s ,  they  do n o t  p r o v i d e  a  s e n s e  o f  c o n t i n u i t y .  

\ 

l e  o f  F r o n t  Page Ar- 
\ 

SA11 S c h o o l  boards  are t o ' c u t b a c k  $121 m i l l i o n  between 1982 and 1983 
. - 

under  government r e s t r a i n t  program. 



SS3 Under t h e  t h r e a t  of l a y o ' f f s  and r e q u e s t s  f o r  s a l a r y  r o l l b a c k s ,  . 
1, t e a c h e r s  t h r e a t e n  s t r i k e  a c t i o n .  . 

SS10 G o v e r n m e n t  o f f e r s  t o  a v o i d  l a y o f f s  i f  t e a c h e r s  t a k e  f i v e  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  days  w i thou t  pay. r 

SS11 BCTF, BCSTA r e a c t  n e g a t i v e l y  t o  days  wi thout  pay i n  exchange f o r  

no l a y o f f s .  

SO2 ~ a n c ; u v e r  S c h o o l  Board chairman announces t h e  board w i l l  t r y  t o  3 -La 

n e g o t i a t e  s a l a r y  r o l l b a c k s  t o  avoid l a y o f f s .  

SO13 Vander Z a l m  d e f e n d s  e d u c a t i o n  spending r e s t r a i n t  t o  a h o s t i l e  

crowd i n  a  r a l l y  of t e ache r s .  

SN13 Vander Zalm s u g g e s t s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  system i s  n o t  f u l f i l l i n g  

G 
i ts  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  s t u d e n t s  and t h a t  we have  t o  a c c e s s  wha t  i t  i s  w e  

want f o r  our youngs te rs .  

\ 
\ 

SD9 Vander ~ a l m  i s  c r i t i c a l  o f  t h e  5.5 s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e l g r a n t e d  t o  
\ 

\ 

"\ 

Vancouver a r e a  t e a c h e r s  s u g g e s t i n g  i t  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  mdssive lyyof fs .  
\ 

\ 

\ 

'\ 

SD11 VandeP Zalm r e a c t s  a g a i n  t o  s a l a r y  s e t t l e m e n t s  after u r g i n A n o  
i 

Z 
pay i n c r e a s e s  f o r  - teacheps: \ 

\ , =  
'\ f 

i 
'\+ 

' +  
\ i 

\ 
\ 



SD12 Vander Zalm s a y s  t h e  a r b i t r a t i o n  board  d o e s n r t ' w o r k  and is 

c o s t l y .  

cC 
-' SDl5 A m i n i s t r y  r e p o r t  s ays  hundreds o f  t e a c h e r s  and school  employees 

4 
w i l l  be l a i d  o f f  nex t  yea r  even i f  t h e r e  are no sa la ry ,  i n c r e a s e s .  

, - 
. *  . 

SF17 Vander4Zalm announces a new c o r e  curr iculum f o r  secondary school  

- s t u d e n t s .  
// C 

1 

@-L. Lo 

SF21 A p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  s u r v e y  o f  BCTF i n d i c a t e s  pub l i c  s u p p o r t  f o r  

t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e i r  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  Vander  Z a l m t s  e d u c a t i o n  r e s t r a i n t  

SF24 Premier Bennet t  i s  conf ronted  by t h e  pub l i c  i n  Salmon Arm on t h e  

i s s u e  of  educa t ion  spending. 

SM16 Government a n n o u n c e s  i t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  money ' t o  avoid t e a c h e r  

l a y o f f s  if t e a c h e r s  g i v e n  up s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s  won i n  t h e  1 9 8 3  

a r b i t r a t i o n .  

x&Lmxu= 
PA6 The government  wage r e s t r a i n t  program could be used t o  freeze 

t e a c h e r  s a l a r i e s  u s ing  * the  a b i l i t y  t o  payw concept.  * 



i 

\ 

\ 

3 

82. 
n 

PS4 To prevent  t e a c h e r  l a y o f f s  r e s u l t i n g  from $60 m i l l i o n  budget c u t s  

i n  B. C. school  d i s t r i c t s ,  Vander Z a l m  i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  amendments t o  
* 

t h e  School Act. 
. . 

PS9 Vander Z a l m  t h r e a t e n s  t o  r e p l a c e  any t e a c h e r  who goes  on s t r i k e  

and t o  appoin t  government t r u s t e e s  t o  school  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  r e f u s e  t o  

comply with spending- cutbacks.  
% 

PSI0 B. C. Supreme C o u r t  Judge  r u l e s  t h a t  t h e  government is  ackfng 

l e g a l l y  i n  o rde r ing  school  b o w d s  t o  c u t  budgets by $60 m i l l i o n  making 
, 

l a y o f f s  i n e v i t a b l e .  + 

PSll  BCTF recommends w i t h d r a w a l  o f  s e r v i c e s  i n  a r & s  where school  

boards have i s sued  l a y o f f  n o t i c e s  . 

PS20 S c h o o l  board t e rmina t ion  n o t i c e s  must be r e sc inded  and t e a c h e r s  

a r e  a s k e d  t o  g i v e  up  p a i d  and  non i n s t r u c t i o n a l  d a y s  u n d e r  new 

government b i l l .  ., 

PO11 Government d i s c u s s i o n  paper documents, which propose changes t o  " , 
I 

t h e  School Act a l lowing  t h e  school  board t o  l a y o f f  t e a c h e r s  and cance l  
\ 

c o l l e c t i v e  ba rga in ing  c l a u s e s ,  are leaked t o  d Prov-. 

2 

n 
\ 

\ \ 
\ 

'\ 



L .  

a ..I 

PN1 BCTF knd 

l e a k e d  plans.. 

BCSTA p r e s i d e n t s  want t o  meet with  government t o  d i s c u s s  

PN4 Vander Zalin ' i s  s t u d y i n g  a p l a n  t o  save. money by merging some B. C. 

' s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  

PN5 Vander  Z a l m  makes  c o r r e c t i o n s  o n  a l e t t e r  h e  r e c e i v e s  from a 

g r a d e  7 s t u d e n t  and ' r e t u r n s  i t  t o  h e r  t k k h e r .  a -- 

PN9 Vander, 

s c h o o l s  and 

-?- 

Z a l m  announces, g o v e r v e n t  examina t ions  t o  assess s t u d e n t s ,  
- 

t e a c h e r s .  d 

r 

wage a w a r d  t o  V a n c o u v e r  a r e a  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  

l a y o f f s  s a y s  VandertZalm. 

PJ3; S t u d e n t s  a re  n o t  a c q u i r i n g  b i t t e r  s c i e n c e  s k i l u  &an t h e y  hdd 
c e 7 i. ' 

e 
PF2 Vander  Z a l m  wants  a g r a d e  8 t e a c h e r  suspended f o r  d i s t r i b u t i n g  a ' 

s e x  q u e s t i o n n a i r e  top 's tudents .  ) .  

PF10 Vander  Z a l m  w a n t s  t o  i n c r e a s e  compulsory c o u r s e s  f o r  g r a d u a t i n g  

9 :  
7 

f s t u d e n t s .  



- PF12 I n  r e i p b n s e  t o  Vabder Zalmfs announcing changes i n  high schoo l  

curr iculum, BCTF p r e s i d e n t  i s  ask ing  t h a t  Premier Bennet t  r e p l a c e  him. 
a 

i 

A 

PM-15 Vander Zalm recommends t h a t  s c h o o l  !oards s h o u l d  have a far 
ir - 

g r e a t e r  r o l b  i n  d e t a i l s  of school  admin i s t r a t i on .  p 

PAp6 The dgputy m i n i s t e r  asked BCTF whether teachers  were i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  f u l l -  c o l l e c . t i r e  b a r g a i n i n g  but  t he  t a l k s  .broke :ff. 

.. 
Neu 

, - 

~. ' B i l l  vander Zalm, the.  ~ i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i q n ,  L a r r y  ~ u e h n ,  . t h e  
2 

c - 

- Pres iden t  of' t h e  ~ i i t i s h  Coiumbia ~ e a c h e r s l  ' F e d e r a t i o n  and Gary Begin,, 
- .. 

t h e  FVesi$& o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  C&&a & h i 0 1  ~ r u s t e e s  ~ s s o c i a t i o n  were 
. . 

L *  . 
' . 

t h e  : m o s t  . f r e q u e n t l y  c i t e d  s o u r c e s  i n  b o t h  J&&,~.Q and Prov- 

( s e e  Table 11-51. TKis s u b s t a n t i a t e s  t h e  views o f  TGchman ( 1978  1 and 

i Gans ( 1979)  t h a t  t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  news a r e  mos t  f r e q u e n t l i  o f f i c i a l  

l e a d e r s  i n  p o s i t i o n s  of a u t h o r i t y  a n d 2 r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w i t h i n  i m p o r t a n t  

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  G o v e r n m e n t  s p o k e s p e r s o n s ,  p r e s i d e n t s  o f  l o c a k  9 

'i - 
t e a c h e r s t  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  and school  b ~ a r d ~ c h a i r p e r s o n q  and t r u s t e e s  are 

' 

i 

t h e  n e x t  most  f ~ e q u e n t l y  u s e d  s o u r c e s ,  supplementi-r ig  t h e s e  t h r g e  

I organizat ioms,  t h e  .Minis t ry  of  Education, t h e  BCTF, and t h e  BCSTA, as: 
i 

t h e  s p o k e p e r s o n q  o n  .educat ion , in  B r i t i s h  Columbia. +. A 

The c i r c u l a t i o n  f o r  me P r o w  o u t s i d e  t h e  Lower H a i n l a n d  of  
- T 

~ r i t i s h  ~ o l u m b i a ' i s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  D e  S-(Prov@ce 34 210 ,  Sun, 



,> . 
p <,  Table  4-5 

S o u r c e s  C i t e d  i n  N e w s  A r t i c l e s  

Slkg Province 

Number o f  Number o f  
Source  A r t i c l e s  A r t i c l e s  

Vander Z a l m  ( M i n i s t e r  of  Vander Zalm ( M i n i s t e r  o f  
Educa t ion)  7 5 Educa t ion)  9 1 

Kuehn ( BCTF P r e s i d e n t  ) 40 Kuehn (BCTF P r e s i d e n t )  3 3 
Begin (BCSTA P r e s i d e n t )  29 Begin (BCSTA P r e s i d e n t )  , 23 
School Board Chairman 19 Government Spokesperson  16 
Pres .  Local  T e a c h e r s  Assoc. 17 Pres .  Local  Teachers  Assoc. 9 
Government Spokesperson  ' . j , .  13 School  T r u s t e e  9 
'Parent  - 9 School  Board Chairman 8 
Premier  B e n n e t t  
BCSTA Vice-F'resident 
Teacher (School  b a s e  ) 
New Democratic P a r t y  
P r i n c i p a l  
School  Boar@ Spokesperson 
S u p e r i n t e p d e n t  
School T r u s t e e  
BCTF Spokesperson 
BCTF V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  
BCSTA Spokesperson 
Teacher (BCTF a s s o c i a t e d )  

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  
Premier  B e n n e t t  
P r i n c i p a l  
BCTF Spokesperson 
BCTF Vice- P r e s i d n e  t 
BCSTA Spokesperson 
BCSTA V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  
~ o l l e ~ e h n i v e r s i  ty F a c u l t y  
s c h o o l '  Board ( a s  whole )  

S t u d e n t s  3 
CUPE Local  3 
Arb1 t r a t i o n  Board 3 
C o l l e g e / U n i v e r s i t y  F a c u l t y  3 
Government Commissioner 2 
Nurses Union 2 
Hea l th  M i n i s t e r  2 
Schoo l  Board ( a s  whole)  2 
D i r e c t o r  Independen t  S c h o o l s  1 
Supreme Cour t  J u s t i c e  1 
Counci l  of E d u c a t i o n  
Ministers 1 

Labor M i n i s t e r  1 
P r e s i d e n t  Home and Schoo l  1 
Flower Shop Lawyer 1 
Unemployed Ac t ion  C e n t e r  1 
Church M i n i s t e r  3 
Mayor '-1 
Deputy Premier  1 
T r u s t e e  Cand ida te  1 
Teacher Aide 1 

,B Teacher  ( s c h o o l  base  ) 3 
: P a r e n t s  3 

Teacher (BCTF a s s o c i a t e d )  2 
S t u d e n t s  2 
S c h o o l ,  Board Vice Chairman 2 
School Board Spokesperson 2 
A r b i t r a t i o n  Board 2 
Municipal  Government 2 
Compensation S t a b i l i z a t i o n  2 
Na t ive  I n d i a n  E d u c a t o r s  1 '  
Government Commissioner 1 .  
P a r e n t  Involvement Advisor 1 
Church M i n i s t e r  1 
S c i e n c e  Curr iculum Team 1 '  
Fed. f o r  E x c e p t i o n a l  C h i l d r e n  1 
T r u s t e e  Cand ida te  1 
P r e s i d e n t  C o l e s f  Books 1 
New Democratic P a r t y  1 



26 4 5 0 )  , y e t  i t  d i d  n o t  q u o t e  c o u n t r y  s o u r c e s  more f r e q u e n t l y .  Both 

p a p e r s  quo ted  16 s o u r c e s  o u t s i d e  t h e  Lower Mainland. 

S ~ p e r i n t e n ~ d e n t s ,  p r i n c i p a l s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  s t u d e n t s  and p a r e n t s  are 

n o t  i n  t h e  t o p  r a n k s  as v o i c e s  on i s s u e s  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  i n v o l v e d  

w i t h  t h e  a c t u a l  p r o b l e m s  a n d  p r a c t i c e s  o f  e d u c a t i n g  s t u d e n t s  i n  

s c h o o l s .  B a g d i k i a n ' s  ( 1969) s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  j o u r n a l i s t s  "be i n  t o u c h  

w i t h  t h e  w o r l d  of  s c h o l a r s h i p n  ( p .  131,  h a s  n o t  been he,eded f o r  o n l y  
I :  

F$ - two of  t h e  c o l l e g e / u n i v e r s i t y  f a c u l t y  s o u r c e s  a r e  q u o t e d  f o r  t h e i r  
- C 

s c h o l a r s h i p .  

Bo th  L a r r y  Kuehn o f  the 'BCTF a n d  Gary  B e g i n  o f  ' t h e  BCSTA are 

p r e s i d e n t s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  

e f f e c t i v e  p o l i t i o a l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  w i t h  t h e  r e s h u r c e s -  t o  moni to r  
\ 

government a c t i v i t  Jand p r e s s u r e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  by. p r o m o t i n g  t h e i r  

i n t e r e s t s  an'd b l o c k i n g  a c t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  g o i n g  t o  work t o  t h e i r  

d e t r w n t k  T h i s  a c t i v i t y ,  c e n t e r i n g  on c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ,  
1 ,  

h a s  nkws v a l u e  and i t  t r a c  ts r e p o r t e r s .  
e- ,* 

Cons ide red  i n  terms* o f  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  and p o l i t i c a l  f u n c t i o n i n g  , 
i t  c a n  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  p a r e n t s  were  used' as a s o u r c e  n i n e  times i n  Jlag 

w h i l e  o n l y  t h r e e  times i n  Prov-. Because t h e  n e w s p a p e r  i s  
--. 

o n e  o f  t h e  m e c h a n i s m s  t h e  government  h a s  t o  k>pw t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  

p e o p l e ,  p u b l i c s  m u s t  s t r u c t u r e  t h e i r  a c t i v i  i e s  t o  g a i n  m e d i a "  f 
a t t e n t i o n .  Gans  ( 1 9 7 9 )  n o t e s  t h a t  unknowns i n  t h e  media are most 

f r e q u e n t l y  p r o t e s t e r s .  The Sun used p a r e n t s  as p r o t e s t e r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  

l o b b y i n g  a c t i v i t y  ( r a l l y i n g ,  p i c k e t i n g ,  p e t i t i o n i n g )  t h e  n i n e  times 



t h e y  were  q u o t e d  -- s e v e n  times' p r o t e s t i n g  e d u c a t i o n  spend ing ,  once 

p r o t e s t i n g  s c h o o l  c l o s u r e  and once  f i g h t i n g  s c h o o l  b u s  c h a n g e s .  a I n  a, 

T h e P r o v i n c e .  P a r e n t s  arg n o t  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  lobby a c t i v i t y  b u t  are 

quoted as i - n d i v i d u a l  

second unknown s o u r c e  

p a r e n t s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  s t u d e n t  v i c t i m s ,  G a n s t s  

c a t e g o r y  . 

The f i r s t  l i n e  o r  l e a d  o f  t h e  n e w s  s t o r y  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  
F: 

i n t r o d u c e s  a  c o n f l i c t  o r  c o n t r o v e r s y .  I n  m, 6 9  of 128 o r  54% of 
* 

d.. . 

news a r t i c l e s  began by j u x t a p o s i n g  p e r s o n s ,  g roups  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  
P 

c o n f l i c t .  I n  The P r o v i n c e .  5 8  of 1 1 2  o r  53% o f  news a r t i c l e s  had 

l e a d s  w i t h  c o n f l i c t .  The m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  c a s e s  o f  c o n f l i c t  i n v o l v e  
,.7 

t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  BCTF o r  t h e  BCSTA. L e a d s  w h i c h  i n d i c a t e d  .+- 

persons  o r  g roups  compromising o r  r e c o n c i l i n g  wem found i n  6 %  of  
> I, 

Sun a r t i c l e s  and  10% o f  The Prov-. The remaining a r t i c l e s  (m, 
40%, P r o v i n c e ,  37%) d i d  n o t  j u x t a p o s e  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s o n s  o r  g r o u p s  i n  

t h e  l e a d  o f  t h e  s t o r y  (see Table  4 -6 ) .  

B e c a u s e  i t  h a s  s u c h  a u d i e n c e  a p p e a l ,  c o n f l i c t  i s  h i g h l y  

newswor thy .  The l e a d s  o f  t h e  s t o r y  wi th  t h e i r  emphasis  on  c o n f l i c t ,  

r e p o r t e d  w i t h  s u c h  n e g a t i v e  c o n n o t a t i o n s ,  a l s o  c a r r y  i n  :hem a n  
I ( 

, . 
i m p l i e d  v a l u e  o f  w h a t  i s  d e s i r a b l e ,  i . e .  t h e  r e s t o r a t i c w o f  b r d e r .  

- - 
The c o n f l i c t  i s  d r a m a t i z e d ,  f r e q u e n t l y  u s i n g  war i m a g e s  t o  e m p h a s i z e  

t h e  u n d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  i t  and  r e s o l u t i o n  b e n e f i t s  from t h e  s e n s e  of 

relief t h a t  end t o  war b r o v i d e s .  For example: 



Personalities/Organizations Jux taposed  i n  t h e  Lead o f  News  A r t i c l e s  

Leads 

gov t . 
gov t . 
gov t . 
gov t . 
gov t . 

- g o v t .  
gov t . 
gov t . 

,- 

(N=129) (N=112) 

'S % 
i n d i c a t i n g  c o n f l i c t  

h 

, 
gov t . 
gov t . 

Leads 

gov t . 
gov t . 
gov t . 

Leads  

~ a n d e r  Zalm - BCTF, ,.teachers 
Vander Zalrn - BCSTA, s c h o o l  boards  
Vander Zalm - BCTF, BCSTA 
Vander Z a l m  - t e a c h e r s ,  p a r e n t s  
Vander Zalm - p a r e n t p  
Vander Zalm - s t u d e n t s  
Vander Z a l m  - New Democrat ic  P a r t y  
Vander Zalm - s c h o o l s  , 

BCTF - BCSTA 
t e a c h e r s  - s c h o o l  board  
s t u d e n t s  - t e a c h e r s  +w 

N T A  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  - COPE t r u s t e e s  
Zalm - a r b i t r a t i o n  board 
Zalm, BCTF - BCSTA 

rrr 

i n d i c a t i n g  e o m p r o m i s e / n e g o t i a t i o n  - 

Vander Z a l m  - BCTF, t e a c h e r s  
Vander Z a l m  - BCSTA, s c h o o l  b o a r d s  
Vander Z a l m  - BCTF,f BCSTA 
BCTF - BCSTA 5 

Ir 
% 

w i t h o u t  p e r s o n a l i t i e s /  
o r g a n i z a t i o n s  jux taposed  



A n o t h e r  b a t t l e  i s  b r e w i n g  b e t w e e n  BC t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  
government and s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s .  (PD5) 
E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander  Z a l m  drew-h blood 
Monday i n  h i s  s immering b a t t l e  w i t h  t e a c q i r s  when h'e 
p r o m i s e d  t o  i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  wipe o u t  
c o n t r a c t  g a i n s  t h e y  h a v e  a c h i e v e d  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  . -d 

working and l e a r n i n g  c o n d i t i o n s .  (SD3) 

A l e a d  i n d i c a t i n g  compromise /nego t i a t ion  p rov ided  d r a m a t i c  r e l i e f  from 

t h e  r a g i n g  b a t t l e  a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h i s  q u o t e :  

P e a c e  o n  t h e  B . C .  e d u c a t i o n  f r o n t  i n c h e d  c l o s e r  
Wednesdw as t e a c h e r s  and government  a g r e e d  t h e y  w e r e  
moving  i n  t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  thorny  i s s u e  o f  
s a l a r y  h i k e s .  (PM18) 

Summarv 

The news coverage  o f  e d u c a t i o n  is compl ica ted  because  i t  i n v o l v e s  

c o n t i n u i n g  news, t h a t  is  a  series o f  s t o r i e s  on t h e  same s u b j e c t  o v e r  
i 

a per iod  of time. T h i s  a n a l y s i s  i s o l a t e d  v a r i a b l e q  a s  t h e y  a p p e a r e d  
w 

i n  t h i s  c o n t i n u i n g  coverage  t o  r e v e a l  which e l e m e n t s  were c o n s t a n t  i n  

t h e  s t o r i e s .  

~ 6 %  m a j o r  i s s u e s  t h a t  appeared  i n  t h e  news coverage  were  s i m i l ' a r  

i n  T h e  S u  a n d  B e  P r o v i n c e .  R e s t r a i n t  w a s  a n  i s s u e  i n  7 2 %  o f  

a r t i c l e s .  . L a y o f f s /  j o b  s e c u r i t y  and r o l l b a c k s / s a l a r i e s  were  t h e  n e x t  
- ,  

most common i s s u e s .  The i s s u e s  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  t h e  f r o n t  page h e a d l i n e s  

d i f f e r e d  i n  t h e  p a p e r s  w i t h  r o l l b a c k s / s a l a r i e s  g a i n i n g  t h e  most 

h e a d l i n e s  i n  D a  and c u r r i c u l u m '  and  t e a c h e r  a c t i o n  g a i n i n g  t h e  

most h e a d l i n e s  i n  The P r o v i n w .  

B i l l  V a n d e r  Zalm,  t h e  ~ i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ;  L a r r y  Kuehn, t h e  
* 



p r e s i d e n t  oC t h e  BCTF; and Gary Begin ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  BCSTA were 

t h e  most  f r e q u e n t l y  c i t e d  c o u r s e s  i n  b o t h  The a n d  a e  p r o v i n ~ e ~ ? ~  
1 

I n  T h e a n d  -?over 50% of  news a r t i c l e s  b e g a n  by 
d 

Q u x t a p o s i n g  p e r s o n s ,  g r o u p s ,  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  c o n f l i c t  . T h e  

, m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  c a s e s  o f  c o n f l i c t  i n v o l v e  t h e  government and t h e  ,. 
1 

BCTF o r  t h e  BCSTA. 
9 

+@ To s u m m a r i z e ,  t h e  f i n d i n g s  o f  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s  r e v e a l e d  
a" 3 

t h a t  t h e  news a r t i c l e 3  f e a t u r i n g  V a n d e r  Zalm c e n t e r e d  o n  c o n f l i c t  
I 

b e t w e e n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  BCTF and /o r  t h e  BCSTA o v e r  t h e  major . 
i s s y e s  oP r e s t r a i n t i  l a y o f f s /  job s e c u r i t y ,  and  r o l l  b a c k s / s a l a r i e s .  

The m a j o r  s o u r c e s  q u o t e d  o n  t h e  i s s u e s  were  B i l l  Vander za lm,  Lar ry  

Kuehn, and Gary Begin. 

T h e  s e c o n d a r y  a n a l y s i s  t o  f o l l o w  i n  c h a p t e r s  f i v e  and  s i x  

f ' 

d e s c r i b e s  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n s  of i s s u e s  and s o u r c e s .  Thre; main p a t t e r n s  
1 -  

o f  i n t e r a c t i o n s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  : ( a )  s o u r c e s  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  s o u r c e s  

( e . g .  L a r r y  Kuehn w i t h  V a n d e r  Z a l m ) ;  ( b )  i s s u e s  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  

i s s u e s  ( e . g .  r e s t r a i n t  w i t h '  r o l l b a c k s / s a l a r i e s )  ; a n d  ( c )  s o u r c e s  

i n t e p a c t i n g  w i t h  i s s u e s  (e.g. Gary Begin w i t h  s c h o o l  board a u t o n o m y ) .  

C h a p t e r  f i v e  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  s o u r c e s  w i t h  s o u r c e s  and 

c h a p t e r  s i x  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  i s s u e s  w i t h  i s s u e s  a n d  

s o u r c e s  w i t h  i s s u e s .  



C h a p t e r  V , 

S o u r c e s  

One o f  t h e  p a t t e r n s  i n v g g t i g a t e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  was t h a t  o f  

s o u r c e s  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  s o u r c e s .  Th i s  c h a ~ p t e r  c o n s i d e r s  f i r s t  

t h e  i n t e r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  t h r e e  major s o u r c e s :  B i l l  Vander Z a l m  o f  t h e  

M i n i s t r y  of  E d u c a t i o n ,  L a r r y  Kuehn of  t h e  BCTF, and Gary B e g i n  o f  t h e  % 

BCSTA. T h i s  i s  fo l lowed  by an e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  why Vander Z a l m  appeared  . 

s o  f r e q u e n t l y  i n  t h e  news. The a c c o u n t  is made p r i m a r i l y  i n  terms o f  
I 

how o t h e r  s o u r c e 3  a n d  c o m m e n t a t o r s  ( e d i t o r s ,  c o l u m n i s t s ,  w r i t e r s  t o  

- - t h e  e d i t o r )  i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  Vander  Zalm. 

b t e r a c w n  of m o r  S o u r a e s  $ 9 * 

N e w s  i s  a b o u t  i n d i v i d u a l s ,  n o t  j u s t  e v e n t s  ( l ' uchman ,  1 9 7 8 ) :  

P e r s o n a l i t y  is a n  i m p o r t a n t  cue  i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  which news a r t i c l e s  g e t  

r e a d e r  a t t e n t i o n .  P e r s o n a l i t y  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a Bense  o f  c o n t i n u i t y  

l i n k i n g  e v e n t s  t o g e t h e r .  For t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  i t  is n o t  s u r p r i s i n g  t h a t  

t h e  e d u c a t i o n  news i n  t h i s  s t u d y  f e a t u r e d  t h r e e  m a i n  , " p e r s o n a l i  t ies : 
f- 

B i l l  V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  of E d u c a t i o n ;  L a r r y  K U & & ~ ,  t h e  

P r e s i d e n , t  o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  ColumbPa T e a c h e r s 1  F e d e r a t i o n ;  a n d  G a r y  

1- 
r L 

a+ 
B e g i n ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  , t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  S c h o o l  T r u s t e e s  

A s s o c i a t i o n .  . 
0 

, B e c a u s e  n e w s  e r n p h a s i ~ e s ~ p e o p l e  o v e r  g r o u p s ,  i t  p a y s  less 

a t t e n t i o n  t o  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  socYal  o r d e r ,  e x c e p t  a s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  



i t s  l e a d e r .  L e a d e r s ,  o f f i c g a l s  i n  si t i o n s ,  are e f f i c i e n t  

s o u r c e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  c a n  s u p p l y  r o r m a t i o n  e a s i l y  a n d  

e f f i c i e n t l y  and can  make t h e i r  p o i n t  c o n c i s e l y  (Gans,  1979). 

When t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  OT news g a t h e r i n g  are  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  

t e r m s  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t r i o n , , ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  i n  b r i n g i n g  
I 

i s s u e s  of e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  * p u b l i c ' s  a t t e n t i o n  b e c a u s e  t h e  m e d i a  a r e  ".. yi 

5-, 
n o t  g o i n g  t o  

k ~ e a d e r s  become 

p u b l i c  ' s v iews  

The f a c t  

a t t e n d  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  a p a r t  f r o m  t h e  l e a d e r s .  

t h e  c h i e f  c r i t i c s  and p r o m o t e r $  o f  t h e  system i n  t h e  

t h r o u g h  t h e  media. 

t h a t  B i l l  Vander Z a l m ,  La r ry  Kuehn, and Gary Begin,  the 

5R 2 

thGee b j o r  s o u r c e s  s p e a k i n g  o n  e d u c a t i o n  i s s u e s ,  a re  l e a d e r s  o f  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t s  h a s  a n  e f f e c t  on t h e  
5 i r. 

i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  r e c e i v e s .  An i n s t i t u t i o n  i s  . g o i n g  t o  
. a  

b r i n g  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o n l y  t h o s e  i s s u e s  w h i c h  a re  

innocuous  t o  them (Bachrach  & B a r a t z ,  1970). Leader9 i n t r o d u c e  i s s u e s  
it 

t h a t  w i l l  g a i n  s u p p o r t  of t h e  p u b l i d l a n d  a t  t h e  same time m a i n t a i n  o r  

s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  own o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  B e c a u s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  

a r e  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  p u b l i c  i m a g e ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  b r i n g  fo rward  

e v i d e n c e  a g a i n s t  t h e  oppos ing  s i d e  i f  t h e y  f e e l  s u c h  e v i d e n c e  d o e s  n o t  

have p u b l i c  s u p p o r t .  Leaders  o f t e n  respond  t o  t h e  i s s u e s  p u t  f o r t h  by 

a t t a c k i n g  t h e  v iews  of  opponen t s  r a t h e r  than  by a s s e r t i n g  a n  a l t e r n a t e  

v i e w .  Few v i e w s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  o t h e r  t h a n  t h o s e  of  the t h r e e  major  

s o u r c e s  o r  t h e i r  s p o k e s p e r s o n s .  A s  a r e s u l t  i s s u e s  l o s e  t h e i r  

c o m p l e x i t y  and a r e  s i m p l i f i e d  i n t o  b l a c k  and w h i t e  c a s e s .  M i n i s t e r  o f  



E d u c a t i o n    ill Vander ZaEm,  h i m s e l f ,  commented: "The e x p e r t s  need n o t  

come knocking a t  my door  . . . They would have u s  b e l i e v e  we l i v e  i n  a 
s 

\ 
c o m p l i c a t e d .  s o c i e t y  b u t  o u r  p r o b l e m s  a r e  more  f u n d a m e n t a l  t h a n  w e  

t h i n k n  (SA10)'. L 

I n  t h e  a r t i c l e s  a n a l y z e d ,  t h e  t h r e e  l e a d e r s  v e r y  se ldom l e f t  

A- t h e i r  f i r m l y  h e l d  s t a n d s  and r a r e l y  acknowledged a n o t h e r  p o i n t  of view 
I 

s o  as ;o make a n  i s s u e  a p p e a r  neg&able. Views were  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h  
- , -  1 a 

% 

s o l i d  c o n v i c t i o n  s u c h  t h a t  t h e  s p e a k e r  on t h e  i s s u e  a l w a y s  p r e s e p t e d  
'., 

himse l f  as t h e  good guy and anyone opposing a s  t h e  bad guy. 

B o t h  L a r r y  Kuehn o f  t h e  BCTF a n d  G a r y  B e g i n  o f  t h e  BCSTA 

g e n e r a l l y  o p p o s e d  t h e  v i e w s  o f  B i l l  Vander  Zalm,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  

Educat ion.  The r o l e s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  l e a d e r s  w e r e  c a s t :  B i l l  V a n d e r  

~ a &  was % h e  c r i t i c  of  e d u c a t i o n ,  L a r r y  Ruehn was t h e  promoter and 
--" 

d e f e n d e r  of t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s , - a n d  G a r y  B e g i n  was  t h e  p r o m o t e r  a n d  

d e f e n d e r  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d ' s  p l a c e  i n  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  The q u g t e s  

from t h e s e  o f f i c i a l s  t h a t  f o l l o w  i l l u s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e s e  s o u r c e s  were 

n o t  o n l y  a r t i c u l a t e  b u t  a l s o  p ' rov ided  t h e  d r a m a t i c  component  s o  

d e s i r e d  by t h e  i t  c l e a r  who t h e i r  o p p o n e n t  

= was and why. . i t  
a > 

B i l l  Vander  o f  Educat ion took  on t h e  r o l e  o f  

c r i t i c ,  t e l l i n g  t h e  publi'c t a t  e d u c a t i o n  was c o s t i n g  t o o  much,  t h a t  f 
t e a c h e r s  w e r e n ' t  n e c e s s a r i ~ ~  do ing  a  good job,  and t h a t  s t u d e n t s  were 

<. 

n o t  l e a r n i n g  what t h e y  shou ld  be. 



E d u c a t i o n  is  v e w  e x p e n s i v e ,  n o t  t o o  Y?fi3 p  d u c t  e ,  and a  
r e l a t i v e l y  e a s y  row f o r  s t u d e n t s  t o  hoe.  ' ( ~ ~ 5 1 -  ' 

T h e r e  i s  s o  much h a p p e n i n g  t h a t ' s  b u r i e d  a n d  t h e  
bureaucracy  d o e s n ' t  w a n t  i t  t o  g e t  o u t ,  f o r  f ea r  o f  
change.  (PS5)  

Vander Z a l m  s a i d  h e  d o u b t s  whether  he  "or  o u r  d e a r  Lord 
h i m s e l f n  would be a b l e  t o  f i n d  a  s o l u t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  
make t h e  t e a c h e r s  happy. A l l  I can s a y  t o  t h e  t e a c h e r s  
i s  t h a t  we'l l  do t h e  b e s t  we c a n .  B u t  a  m a g i c  money 
t r e e  won' t be a v a i l a b l e  t o  t e a c h e r s  anymore t h a n  i t  is  
t o  anybody e l s e .  (SO1 5) 

"Everybody  g e t s  p a s s e d ,  h e  [Vander Z a l m ]  s a i d .  "You 
don1 t have t o  know any t h i n g  t o  p a s s  your  g r a d e .  " ( POT) 

n 

9 My p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  change9 t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem 
have t o  be made.. . . N a t u r a l l y ,  you h a v e  t o  c o n s u l t  t h e  
p u b l i c  on t h i s .  (SF181 

~?&thou~h  Vander Za lmls  main f o c u s  ,o f  c r i t i c i s m  was t h e  e d u c a t i o n  

s y s t e m ,  he  a l s o  c r i t i c i z e d  t h e  t e a c h e r s  ' f e d e r a t i o n .  

My f i r s t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  is  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  I ' m  a  
p o l i t i c i a n  n o t  a  b u r e a u c r a t  and I ,would be p u t t i n g  t h e  
p u b l i c  s e c o n d  p l a c e  i f  I t a l k e d  first t o  BCTF f o r  i ts  
a p p r o v a l  b e f o r e  making changes .  (PS5) 

J 

The t e a c h e r s '  f e d e r a t i o n  i s  j u s t  p l a y i n g  p o l i t i c s . .  . 
  hey w a n t e d  a  w h o l e  l o t  m o r e r m o n e y ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  
u n l i m i t e d  s p e n d i n g . .  . They j u s t  w a n t  t o  c u t  o u t  t h e  
s c h o o l  b o a r d s ,  c u t  o u t  t h e  p a r e n t s .  I d o n ' t  r e a l l y  
know i f  t h e y  a r e  a l l  t h a t  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t e a c h e r s  
k e e p i n g  t h e i r  j o b s .  (PM14) 

It's . t h e  power o f  b i g  b u r e a u c r a c y x - 9 1 ( k r  of  b i g  
u n i o n  i n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  w h i c h  i s  p e r h a p s  
p r e v e n t i n g  u s  from g e t t i n g  i t  t o g e t h e r .  (SM14) 

L a r r y  Kuehn,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  BCTF promoted t h e  sys tem as i t  
\ - 

was, d e f e n d i n g  t h e  c o s t  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  t d e  job  t e a c h e r s  were d o i n g  a n d  
+ 



* - 
w h a t  s t u d e n t s  were l e a r n i n g .  He d i d  t h i s  prilhlarily b y  a t t a c k i n g  t h e  

. $  

, , M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  ~ i l i  Vander Z a l m  and h i s  v iews  on i s s u e s .  

T e a c h e r s 1  mora le  -- and t h a t  r e a l l y  a f f e c t s  s t u d e n t s  -- - 1 

i s  a t  a n  a p p a l l i n g  low l e v e l  and P r e m i e r  B i l l  B e n n e t t  
and  h i s  " a g e n t  p r o v o c a t e u r ,  E d u c a t i ~ n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  
V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  a r e  t o t a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e .  T h e y  a r e  
d i s m e m b e r i n g  t h e  s y s t e m ,  d e n i g r a t i n g  t e a c h e r s  a n d  " 

d r a s t i c a l l y  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  o u r  p r o v i n c e ' s  
c h i l d r e n .  ( SO7 ) 

We a s  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  a g r e a t  d e a l  o f  p r i d e  i n  t h e  work 
we do.  And Mr. V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  i t ' s  t i m e  t h a t  y o u  saw 
t h a t  p r i d e  and we g o t  t h e  s u p p o r t  from t h i s  government 
t h a t  we have t o  have t o  do o u r  work. (SO1 3) 

Mr. V a n d e r  Z a l m  a b u s e s  h i s  p o w e r  b y  a t t a a k i n g  
i n d i v i d u a l  t e a c h e r s ,  shows  c o n t e m p t  f o r  t h e  l e g % l  " 

p r o c e s s e s  h e  h a s  P e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  c a r r y i n g  o u t ,  
a n n o u n c e s  a r b - i  t r a r y  a n d  d e s t r u c t i v e  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  
s c h o o l  s y s t e m  as  d i c t a t e s  w h i c h  c a n n o t  be c h a n g e d  
r e g a r d l e s s  o f  damage t o  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  f r e q u e n t l y  u s e s  
h i s  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  media t o  make f a l s e  s t a t e m e n t s  abou t  
t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sys tem and t e a c h e r s .  (SF181 

Monday, d e l e g a t e s  g a v e  BCTF p r e s i d e n t  L a r r y  Kuehn a  
s t a a d i n g  o v a t i o n  a f t e r  he  a t t a c k e d  . o u t g o i n g  E d u c a t i o n  

- M i n i s t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r . Z a l m r s  p o l i c i e s ,  w h i c h  h e  
d e s c r i b e d  as "a w i l d  combina t ion  o f  L e t ' s  Make a Deal 
and t h a t  a n c i e n t  p a n e l  show To T e l l  t h e  Tru th . "  (PAp43 

Gary B e g i n ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  BCSTA, r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  

b o a r d s ,  promoted t h e i r  r i g h t s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  d e f e n d e d  

them i n  t h e  c h s s  f i r e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t '  demands  f o r  b u d g e t  c u t s  and 

t e a c h e r s '  demands t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s y s t e m  a s  i t  was.. Begi-n a t t a c k e d  

V a n d e r  Z a l m  a n d  h i s  v i e w s  as  o n e  o f  t h e  means  t o  e s t a b l i s h  h i s  

p o s i t i o n  on t h e s e  i s s u e s .  



, If t h e  m i n i s t e r  wants  t o  s t r i p  away community r i g h t  t o  
' d e l i v e r  e d u c a t i o n  t h e n  w e l d  be o p p o s e d  t o  t h a t  a n d  

h e ' l l  be i n  f o r  a  f i g h t .  (SA2)  't 

I n  a b l i s t e r i n g  a t t a c k  Wedesday ,  BCSTA p r e s i d e n t  G a r y  
B e g i n  a c c u s e d  t h e  S u r r e y  M U  [ V a n d e r  Z a l m ]  o f  
i n t r a n s i g e n c e ,  p o l i t i c k i n g ,  @ r a l l i  i n d e f e n s i b l e  a C t i o n  
and making " t h i n l y  v e i l e d  th$e&IPts. (SS6) 

B 

Vandei Z a l m  i s  s i t t i n g  o n  h i s  f a n n y  m a k i n g  s p e e c h e s  
a b o u t  f i r i n g  t e a k h e r s  who go on  s t r i k e  w h i l e  t r u s t e e s  f 

a r e  t h e  u n f o r t u n a t e  o n e s  u h o  h a v e  t o  d e c i d e  who a n d  
what t o  chop. (PS10) P I 

. . . name a new e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r  t o  f i l l  t h e  vacancy .. 

o r e a t e d  by Vander Z a l m l s  t o t a l  - t r a n s g r e s s i o . n  o f  d u t y  
and o f f i c e .  (PF17) 

B e g i n ,  t h e ,  P r b s i d e n t  of t h e  S c h o a l  T r u s t e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a l s o  
Af 

f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  p o o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  w i t h  g o v e r n m e n t  a n 6  s t a ted  h i s  

d i s p l e a s u r e  w i t h  c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  

d 

E d u c a t i o n  i s  many p e o p l e  a n d  r e q u i r e s  a l o t  o f  
c o n s u l t a t i o n .  If he t h i n k s  he  can d i c t a t e ,  h e ' l l  be i n  
f o r  some problems (SA1) 9 c, 

L e a k s  a r e  a t e r r i b l e  way of communicating w i t h  s c h b o l  
boards .  (SN1) 

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander  Z a l m  h a s  t o l d  s c h o o l  
t r u s t e e s  t h a t  h e  h a s  n o t  i n t e n t i o n  o f  c h a n g i n g  h i s  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e  even though t h e y  were 
p l e a d i n g  w i t h  him t o  a d o p t  a  more c o n s u l t a t i v e  approach  . . . Gary Begin warned t h a t  " t h e  system c a n ' t  sdurvive i f  
we a r e , g o i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  f i g h t i n g  ... Our b a s i c  concern  
is a t t i t u d e .  We j u s t  c a n 1  t c o n t i n u e  w i t h  t h i s  n e g a t i v e  
tone."  (SN8) 

However ,  a g r e a t e r  i n j u s t i c e  w i l l  r e s u l t  i f  we a l l o w  
o u r s e l v e s  t o  be consumed by o l d  . c o n f l i c t s  a n d  f a i l  t o  
p r e p a r e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  needs o f  t h e  f u t u r e  ' . . . we c a n n o t  a f f o r d  t h e  l u x u r y  of c o n t i n u i n g  t o  f i g h t  
t h e  b a t t l e s  o f  1982. (PJ ' I )  

f 



B i l l  Vander Z a l m , -  M i n i s t e r  o f   ducati ion, was t h e  c r i t i c  o f  p u b l i c  

e d u c a t i o n .    ark^ &ehn o f  t h e  BCTF and Gary Begin  o f  t h e  BCSTA were 

5 t h e  p r o m o t e r s  and  d e f e n d e r s  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ' s  s t a t u s  quo.%' These 
' , P 

r o l e s  were main ta ined  th roughout  V a d e r  Zalmls time i n  t h e  o f f i c e  of  

M i n i s t e r  o f  kduca t ion ,  and' e s t a b l i s h e d  a p a t t e r n  on which i s s u e s  were * 

e .  -/ 
deba ted .  

The Mews o f  Yilbder Z a U i  7 
4 ' A  

B i l l  Vander Z a l m  was i n t r o d u c e d  as t h e 7  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  o n  

.. Augus t  1 1 ,  1982  i n  l e a d  l i n e s  w h i c h  s e t  t h e  s c e n e  f o r  h i s  term i n  

' o f f i c e .  

B i l l  

T h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  o f  B i l l  Vander  Z a l m  as e d u c a t i o n  , 

m i n i s t e r  i s  a p o l i t i c a l  p l o y  d e s i g n e d  t o  f o r c e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t e a c h e r s ,  B. C.. ~ e a c h e r s  F e d e r a t i o n  
P r e s i d e n t  Lhrry  Kuehn s a i d  Tuesday. (SA1) 

B i l l  V a n d ~ r  Z a l m l s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a g  e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r  
h& brought! h o v l s  o f  o u t r a g e  f r o m  B., @. t e a c h e r s  who 
s a y  t h e  move i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  f o r c e  a c o n f r o n t a t i o n  and 
<$et t h e  s t a g e  f o r  , a n  e l e c t i o n .  (PA1 . t  

I' 

r 
- 

Vander Z a l m l s  i n i t i a l  remarks as M i n i s t e r  of Educa t ion  were: 

"It w i l l  be a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  m i n i s t r y  because.  I ' m  a v e r y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  

p e r s o n n  (SA1).  Larry  Kuehn, P r e s i d e n t  of t h e  BCTF made as one o f  h i s  

f i rs t  comments :  "The t h r e a t  t o  t h e  g y s t e m  b y  p u t t i n g  h i m  i n  i s  

i n c r e d i b l e .  (PA1 ) 

These first a r t i c l e s  were  t h e  beg inn ing  df a drama t h a t  had g r e a t  

news v a l u e  and t h e y  b e g i n  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  r e a s o n s  V a n d e r  Z a l m  made 



98. 
p 

Y Q 

t h e  n e w s ,  V a n d e r  Z a l m  s e e m e d  t o g h a v e  a n  i n n a t e  s e n s e  f o r  wha t  news 

/ I_ 

was a n d ,  l i k i n g  t h e  m e d y  a t t e n t i o n  h e  r e c e i v e d ,  conformed t o  i t .  He 

p i a y e d  t h e  news p u t t i n g  o u t  b a i t  f o r  a n y  r e p o r t e r  who would 

b i t e .  The more c o v e r a g e  h e  r e c e i v e d ,  t h e  more p r o m i n e n c e  h e  g a i n k d ,  
, * 

t h e  moye was h i s  n e w s  v a l u e .  H e  was r e c o g n i z e d  by newspaper  writers 
4 .' and r e a d e r s  as a p e r s o n  who c a p t u r e d  t h e  media.  T h i s  was i n d i c g t e d  i n  

t h e  q u o t e s  below. (Emphas i s  n o t  i n  t h e  o r ~ ~ i n a l  t e x t )  

t i- L. 

I t  i s  . i n d e e d  o d d  t h a t ,  some B r i t i s h  ~ o l k n b i a n s  i n  h i g h  ' p l a c e s  s t i l l  g e t  s -uckered  by e v e r y  f l U s h y  l u r e  c a s t  by  
B i l l  V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  c h i e f  b a l l o o n  f l y e r  
and headline ~ r a b b e r .  (SC08) 

T h e s e s c o n t c  me- d o  n o t h i n g  
t o  f u r t h e r  d i a l o g u e .  ( B e g i n ,  PO71 4 - 
B u t  pow see  t h e  a p o l i t i c a l  m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d e r  g e t  
a n g r y  a f t e r  h e a r i n g  f r o m  M r .  ~ a n d e h  Zalmvs 
t e l e v i s i o n  face  some  o f  t h e  o t h e r  ways h e  i n t e n d s  t o  
c u t  c o s t s .  (SLS3) . .I 

I n d e e d  V a n d e r  Z a l m  s p e n d s  s o  much o f  Ris time a l o n e  on  
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t a g e  indulninn i n  t h e a t r i c s  t h a t  many 
p e o p l e  w o n d e r  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  i s  a n y  r e a l  s e n s e  o f  
P o l i t i c a l  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  s u s t a i n  his m e d i m e  s h w .  
( SD7 

I n  h i s  b r i e f  t e n u r e  as e d u c a t i o n ' m i n i s t e r  , Vander Z a l m  
h a s  g a r n e r e d  more h e u e s  and more news c o u n t  t h a n  

*.. (SCJ13) 
i 

Mr. V a n d e r  Zalm . . . f r e q u e n t l y  u s e s  his a c c e s s  t o  t 
t o  make f a l se  statements.. . (Rue- . -  

1 

I 

News i s  s e l e c t e d  o n  c r i t e r i a  w h i c h  B i l l  Vander Zalm f u l f i l l s .  
"% 

B o t h  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  i n t e r e s t  o f  e v & ' n t s ' - - a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  - s ,.=- 
\ . *. 

'* 
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h a t  i s  news  ( H i e b e r t ,  1 9 8 2 ;  J a m i e s o n ,  1 9 8 2 ) .  N e w s  



i m p o r t a n c e  d e p e n d s  on' ' p r o x i m i t y ,  p e o p l e  w a n t  t o  r e a d  a b o u t  e v e n t s  

c l o s e  t o  them. E d u c a t i o n  $6 a  p r o v i n c i a l  c o n c e r n ,  t h e r e f  o r e  , + & v e n t s  
lii 
N 

-31 -- 1 

stemming from t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  o f  r e l e v a n c e  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  -. 
o f  B r i t i s h  Columbia, t h e  a u d i e n c e  o f  The Sun and The Province. 

C o n s e q u e n c e s  of  e v e n t s  a l s o  d e t e r m i n e  i m p o r t a n c e .  The mpre  

widespread t h e  e f f e c t s ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  r e a d e r  i n t e r e s t .  

T h e  r e s t r a i n t  p r o g r a m  w i t h  i t s  b u d g e t  c u t s  h a d  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  

t e a c h e r s ,  non- teach ing  employees ,  and s t u d e n t s .  A l a r g e  s e c t i o n '  o f  

t h e  p u b l i c  had a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e s e  g roups .  +- @ 
4 

The t h i r d  c r i t e r i o n  o f  news i m p o r t a n c e  i s  prominence:  t h e  more 

.s w i d e l y  known t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  t h e  more  newswor thy  t h e  h a p p e n i n g .  

V a n d e r  Z a l m  h a d  a l r e a d y  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  a s  -a  p r o m i n e n t  a n d  

c o n t r o v e r s i a l  member of  t h e  S o c i a l  C r e d i t  c a b i n e t  i n  p r e v i o u s l y  h e l d  

p o s t s  as t h e  M i n i g t e r  o f  Human R e s o w c e s  and t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  Municipal  

A f f a i r s .  P r e v i o u s - t o  t h a t  h e  was mayor o f  S u r r e y ,  a  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i n  

t h e  G r e a t e r  Vancouver a r e a .  After Vander Z a l m  was a p p o i n t e d  M i n i s t e r  
A-L - o f  Educa t ion ,  news r e p o r t s  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  tAe a h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t i n g  

, 
s t y l e  of n z w s ,  made no r e f e r e n c e  t o  h i s  p a s t .  H i s  prominence was 

I '- 

a s s w e d .  H i s  p a r t  was o n l y  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  a r t i c l e s  when h i s  a c t i o n s  as 

~ i n i s t e r  -of Educa t ion  deemed i t  a p p r o p r i a t e .  

,. 

I t ' s  a l l  v e r y  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  h i s  d a y s  a s  m i n i s t e r  o f  
human r e s o u r c e s , ' w h e n  he  t h r e a t e n e d  t o  hand o u t  s h o v e l s  

'3 t o  t h e  unemployed. (PEA2) 

T h e  r e d s s i g n m e n t  ( p u s h ? )  o f  B i l l  Vander  Z a l m  from 
m u n i c i p a l  a f f a i r s  t 6  e d u c a t i o n  immediate ly  c o n  j u r e a  u p  !, .- " 



I 

B i l l  

v i s i o n s  o f  s w e e p i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  c q r r i c u l u m  
. . . o f  g r a d u a t i n g  s t u d e n t s  w i t h  less t h a n  a  76 '  p a s s i n g  
, a v e r a g e  b e i n g  h a n d e d  s h o v e l s  i n  l i e u  o f  d ip lomas  a t  
g r a d  ce remonies .  ( SCAI ) 

V a n d e r  Zalm . . . hgd aceused  h i s  cabine ' t  c o l l e a g u e s  o f  
b e i n g  n g u t l e s s n  when t h e y  r e f u s e d  i n  J u l y  t o  s u p p o r t  
h i s  l a n d  u s e .  l e g i s l a t i o n  when h e  was m i n i s t e r  o f  
m u n i c i p a l  affairs .  (SS12) 

Vander  Zalm came i n t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  M i n i s t e r  o f  Educa t ion  

w i t h  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  p rominence  a n d  r e p u t a t i o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  t h e  

j o u r n a l i s t s  r e a d i l y  nursed  a long .  

J u s t  a s  i m p o r t a n c e  g o v e r n s  news s e l e c t i o n ,  so, d o e s  i n t e r e s t .  
. . 

Knowns a t t r a c t  i n t e r e s t .  I n t e r e s t i n g  knowns a t t r a c t  more  i n t e r e s t  

( Jamieson & Campbell ,  '1 983 j . The newspaper a u d i e n c e  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  n o t  

o n l y  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  l i f e  b u t .  a l s o  t h e  p r i v a t e  l i f e  o-f t h e  s t a r .  

C o n s i d e r a b l ?  a t t e n t i o n  was g i v e n  t h e  p r i v a t e  a s p e c t s  o f  Vander Za lmls  

l i f e ,  w h i c h  . i n  many ways  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  e n d u r i n g  ,pews v a l u e  o f  
. . 

i d i v i d u a l i s m  ( G a n s ,  1 9 7 9 ) .  V a n d e r  Z a l m  was a ,man who h a s  * -\\ 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  l i f e  o n m  h i s  own ter:ms p r e s e r v i n g  h i s  f r e e d o m  a s  a n  

i n d i v i d u a l  i n  s o c i e t y .  J o u r n a l i s t s  and t h e  p u b l i c ,  i n  t h e i r  letters 

I t o  t h e  e d i t o r ,  r e l a t e d  t o  Vander Zalmls p e r s o n a l i t y  and t h e  t a i l s  of ,' + a 
h i s  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  by t h e i r  comments, whether  n e g a t i v e  and p o s i t i v e .  , 

4 

Vander Z a l m t s  l i f e  i s  a r a g s  t o  r i c h e s  s t o r y .  Born  i n  H o l l a n d ,  

h e  i s  ref e r r e d  t o  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  w i t h  f a m i l i a r i t y  as " t h e  l i t t l e  Dutgh 

boyw (SLS7, SL017, SCA2, S C S 3 ) .  One l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  t e l l s  a 

s t o r y  i n  which Vander Z a l m  is  t h e  h e r o  f o r  h i s  r e s t r a i n t  program. 

-% 



S u d d e n l y  t h e  l i & l e  D u t c h  boy h e a r d  water t r i c k l i n g  
th rough  t h e  d i k e  . . . They knew i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s  t h a t  i f  
i t  h a d  n o t  b e e n  f o r  t h e  l i t t l e  Dutch boy who h e l d  t h e  
d i k e  u n t i l  h e l p  a r r i v e d ,  t h e  v i l l a g e  w i t h  i t s  g a r d e n s  
a n d  s c h o o l s  and  p e o p l e  w o u l d ' h a v e  b e e n  d e s t ~ o y e d .  

. . (SL017) 

A n o t h e r  writer  t o  the e d i t o r  h a s  a  n e g a t i v e  view y e t  s t i l l  n o t e s  h i s  

p e r s o n a l  background. 

T h e  l i t t l e  D u t c h  boy i s  d d i n g  n o t h i n g  b u t  c a u s i n g  
c o n f u s i o n ,  c o n s t e r n a t i o n  and chaos .  (SLS7) 

4 

During t h e  war i n  Hol land ,  B i l l .  Vander Z a l m l s  family .  was poor and 

s u f f e r e d  t h e  a b s e n c e  of  h i s  f a t h e r  who was s e l l i n g  t u l i p  and d a f f o d i l  

b u l b s  i n  B. C. 

I n  1 9 4 4  t h i n g s  w e r e  v e r y  t o u g h .  We h a d  no  h e a t ,  no 
e l e c t r i c i t y ,  no food  . . : The f a m i l y  a t e  s i c k l y  sweet 
t u l i p  b u l b s .  (SD7) 

V a n d e r  Zalm f o l l o w e d  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  f o o t s t e p s  t o  become t h e  owner b f  by 
D 

f a r  t h e  l a r g e s t  a n d  most s u c c e s s f u l  ga rden  shop c h a i n  i n  B. C. 

Good l u c k  i n  t h e  n u r s e r y  b u s i n e s s  M r .  Vander Za@. Yo0 
w i l l  need i t ,  f o r  i f  you p tkne  f r u i t  trees the  way ybu 
prune t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem you w i l l  end up w i t h  trees 
---but no f r u i t .  (SL020) 

The a n a l o g y  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  because  one p runes  75% o f  new growth on a 
- 6 

f r u i t  t r e e ,  a l m o s t  e x a c t l y  what t h e  g o v e r n m & n t  was p r o p o s i n g  Yo c u t  

from t h e  1982 budge t  i n c r e a s e .  



T h a t  h e  t o l d  t h e  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  o f  h i s  e a r l y  e x p e r i e n c e s  d u r i n g  

a n  a d d r e s s  on t h e  need f o r  r e s t r a i n t  i n  e d u c a t i o n  S p e n d i n g  w a s  n o t  

w e l l  r e c e i v e d  by o n e  c o l u m n i s t ,  y e t  t h e  f a c t  s h e  r e l a t e d  i t  t o  h e r  

newsgaper a u d i e n c e  s u g g e s t s  i t  had i n t e r e s t .  ~p p, " 

/' 
The d i s c l o s u r e  t h a t  he  [Educa t ion  M i n i s t e r  Vander. Z a l m ]  
o n c e  w o r e  p a n t s  made f r o m  a s i s t e r ' s  o l d  c o a t  h a s  
p u z z l e d  many p o r i t i c a l  and economic a n a l y s t s ,  n o t  t o  
m e n t i o n  s e v e r a l  t h o u s a n d  B. C .  t e a c h e r s  ... The  % 
m i n i s t e r ,  b e i n g  a modest man, d i d  n o t  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  he 
s u r v i v e d  h i s  Second World War p a n t s  t o  become a m u l t i -  
m i l l i o n a i r e  b u s i n e s s m a n  and  s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c i a n .  
(SCA2) 

Vander  Zalm i s  t h e  image o f  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l ,  se l f -made man. His 
P 

handsde f a c e  appeared  i n  J h e  S u n  t e n u ' t i m e s  a n d  The Prov- s e v e n  
:: 

t i m e s ,  s o m e t i m e s  e v e n  s h o w i n g  h i s  " f i v e  f o o t ,  1 1  i n c h ,  175 pound" 
IY 

(SD7) f rame.  Not ice  was g i v e n  t o  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l  d e t a i l s  o f  ~ a n d e r  

Z a l m .  

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Z a l m  h a s  shed h i s  semi- 
pompador i n  f a v o r  o f  a  c u i  t h a t  would  b r i n g  t e a r s  t o  
t h e  e y e s  o f  a Marine Corps r e c r u i t e r .  (SCD10) 

He eats b r a n  f l a k e s  f o r  b r e a k f a s t ;  a l w a y s  a  ham a n d  
cheese  sandwich f o r  l u n c h ;  a  g l a s s  o r  two o f  w h i t e  wine 
w i t h  a  l a r g e  d i n n e r .  " H i s  w e i g h t  h a s n f  t v a r i e d  i n  20 
y e a r s .  He never  e x e r c i s e s .  (SD7) 

A s  a known f i g u r e  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e ,  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  c o v e r a g e ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o m m e n t a r i e s  ( e d i t o r i a l s ,  c o l u m n i s t s ,  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  
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e d i t o r ) ,  focused  f r e q u e n t l y  on Vander Zalmls p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s ;  a g a i n  c 

showing t h a t  h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y  c a p t u r e d  w r i t e r ' s  i n t e r e s t .  T h o s e  w i t h  

p o s i t i v e  v iews  o f  h i s  c h a r a c t e r  noted h i s  h o n e s t y ,  e m o t i o n a l  c o n t r o l ,  

courage ,  b o l d b e s s  and r e a l i s t i c  approach.  

T h e r e  i s  f a r  more  r e a s o n a b l e n e s s  i n  M r .  Vander Z a l m t s  
h o n e s t ,  f o r t h r i g h t  a p p r o a c h  t o  a c h a n g i n g  w o r l d . . .  
( SLS5 

We d o c t o r s  c o u l d  s u r e  u s e  a  l i t t l e  o f  h i s  f o r t h r i g h t  
" h o n e s t y  ... (SLM60) 

&+ , * 

He i s  m a k i n g  h a r d  d e c i s i o n s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  l o n g  
overdue ,  and a t  t h e  same time he  i s  k e e p i n g  h i s  c o o l .  ' 

( SLN27 ) 

When E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Z a l m  went t o  t h a t  
t e a c h e r s 1  r e a l l y  . . . he knew he was g o i n g  i n t o  a  b e a r  
p i t  . . . h e  showed t h e  p e o p l e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  t e a c h e r s  
t h e m s e l v e s  t h a t  h e  h a s  b o t h  p e r s o n a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  
courage .  (PE07) 

T h i s  man o f  e n e r g y ,  c h a r m ,  and courage  is  a m b i t i o u s .  
( PCM26 1 

WitRout  Vander  Z a l m l s  b o l d ,  head  o n  c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l  
a p p r o a c h ,  n o t h i n g  would be fo r thcoming .  (SCS4) 

B i l l  V a n d e r  Z a l m  i s  t o  be c o n g r a t u l a t e d  a n d  a l s o  
pe rhaps  commiserated w i t h  o n  h i s  r e a l i s t i c  a p p r o a c h .  
( SLN28) 

..a 

Those  t h a t  m e n t i o n e d  n e g a t i v e  p e r s o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f  Vander Z a l m  

c o n s i d e r e d  him t o  be  i n c o n s i d e r a t e ,  i n s e n s i t i v e ,  b u l l y i n g ,  o u t s p o k e n ,  

i m p u l s i v e ,  two f a c e d ,  and d i c t a t o r i a l .  



T h o s e  t h r e e  t a u g h t  me t h e  G o l d e n  Rfile, t o  #A 

o t h e r s  as you would have them do u n t o  you .  
M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Zalm does  n o t  a p p e a r  t o  
t h a t  s i & p l e  p r i n c i p l e .  ( SLD29) 

When y o u  h a v e  a n  a m b i t i o u s ,  a g g r e s s - i v e  e d u c a t i o n  
m i n i s t e r  l i k e  B i l l  V a n d e r  Zald, i n s e d ~ i t i v e  t o  t h e  t 
s u t f t l e t i e s b f  l i f e  i n  1983 ,  t h a t  i s  w,hat y o u  get .  
(PFC23) d: 

2 

, . 
Wild B i l l  V a n d e r  Z a l m  gQes o n  s h o o t i n g  from t h e  h i p ,  
p i c k i n g  o f f  t e a c h e r s  a n d  . . . b l i s s f u l l y  u n a w a r e  t h a t  
one o f  h i s  b u l l e t s  h a s  h i t  my son.  (SLA5) 

;b 
W i t h  h i s  o b v i o u s  t a l e n t s  f o r  g g l l o w s  h u m o r  a n d  
bully-boy t a c t i c s  ... . (PLS3) P . - 

a . . . s u r e l y  he  d o e s n f  t have t o  start b u l l y i n g  s t u d e n t s .  . 
( PLN36 

Too bad w e  d o n  ' t h a v e  a n  e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r  w i t h  more 
diplomacy,  one who w a s n ' t  s o  unpopular  and d i c t a t o r i a l .  
( PLM58) 

B i l l  Vander Zalm, t h e  tough t a l k i n g ,  s h o o t  from the h i p  
m i n i s t e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n . . .  (SCS5) 

B i l l ,  V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  t h e  o u t s p o k e n  m i n i s t e r  o f  
e d u c 3 t i o n .  . . (SCFl6) 

E d u c a t i m  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Z a l m  may n o t  have  much 
e l s e ,  * h u t  h e ' s  g o t  c h u t z p a  t h a t  j u s t  w o n ' t  q u i t e .  
C h u t z p a  i s  t h e  q u a l i t y  d i s p l a y e d  .by a  man who murders  
b o t h  h i s  p a r e n t s  t h e n  p l e a d s  . f o r  m&ray b e f o r e  t h e  judge 
on t h e  grounds  t h a t  h e  i s  a n  orphan.  (PCSS) 

Yander Zalm is  R l c i n g  o n  t h e  poisonous  c a k e n .  (SA5) 

. . . a n  e r r a t i c  an•‹d d i c t a t o r i a l  m i n i s t e r  . . . (PS22) 

A l t h o u g h  V a n d e r  Zalm was . r e c o g n i z e d  i n  t h e  news a s  i m p o r t a q t  

b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ;  h e  was r e c o g n i z e d  a s  
% 

'U 

i n t e r e s t i n g  because  o f ; t h e  p e r s o n a l i t y  and l i f e  s t y l e  t h a t  h e  b rough t  1 

t o  t h e  m i n i s t e r i a l  p o s i t i o n .  V a n d y  Z a l m  a t t r a c t e d  p e o p l e t  s i n t e r e s t  
', 

6 

.= 
b 



and many r e s p o n d e d  t o  him p o s i t i v e l y  o r  .nega t ive ly  bu t  r a r e l y  wi th  

i n d i f f e r e n c e .  d 

+ 

A n o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  t h a b  d e t e r m i n e s  news i n t e r e s t  b e s i d e s  
't 

p e r s o n a l i t y  is  c o n f l i c t .  v a n t e r  Zalm, h i m s e l f ,  a d m i t t e d  : "1 l o v e  t h e  -- 
h e a t n  ( S M 1 3 ) .  He s a i d  a f f e r  h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  m i n i s t r y  o f  

. .  d M 

e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  i t  wouldd%e a  v e r y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  m i n i s t r y  because  h e  is 
s c .  

a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  peppon. After s e v e r a l  months i n  o f f i d ,  he  announc,ed 
L-* 

i? 

p r o p ~ s e d  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e  S c h o o l  A c t :  ,"When I s a y  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  
SP 2s 

changes ,  you can b e t  t h e y  '11 be c o n t r o v e r s i a l w  (PO1 1 ) . Cont roversy  is  

a cause  o r  . o c c a s i o n  f o r  d i sagreement  : a d i f f e r e n c e  marked  e s p e c i a l l y  

by t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of  o p p o s i n g  views.  p e n  i m p o s t w t  peop le  e x p r e s s  -. , 
opposing views i t  o f t e n  l e a d s  t o  c o n f l i c t  and f r e q u s p t l y  m a k e s  t h e  

news (Gans, 1979; Jamieson,  1983 ) . Vand'er Z a l m  was c o n t r o l q r s i a l  bo th  

f o r  t h e  views h e  h e l d  on i s s u e s  and f o r  h i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p o l i t i c a l  
,F * 

s t y l e .  
P 

The  v i e w s  V a n d e r  Z a l m  h e l d  o n  i s s u e s  and  t h e  c o n f l i c t s  t h a t  
I ,  

r e s u l t e d  are d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  c h a p t e r  o n  i s s u e s .  I s s u e s  i n v o l v i n g  

Vander  Zalm f u l f i l l e d  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  of c o n f l i c t ,  t h u s  ga ined  r e a d e r  

i n t e r e s t .  To be examined i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  Vander Z a l m ' s  p o l i t i c a l  

s t y l e  w h i c h  d e t e r m i h e d  t h e  manner he  d e a l t  w i t h  i s s u e s .  T h i s  s t y l e  
-- 

w a s  g i v e n '  c o n s i d e r a b l e  a t t e n t i o n  i n  b o t h  n e w s  a r t i c l e s  a n d  

commentaries. 

Vander  Zalmls p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e  was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by " h i s  p o p u l i s t  

i n s t i n . c t s ,  h i s  a b i l i t y  t o  w a l k  o n  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  waters - a n d  h i s  



i n a b i l i t y  t o  t u r n  a s i d e .  f r o m  c h a l l e n g e n  ( D 7 ) .  One s c h o o l  b o a r d  

f c h a i r p e r s o n  l a b e l l e d  him, "a consummate p o l i t i c i a n n  ( N15). C o n s i d e r  
X 

f irst  h i s  p o p u l i s t  i n s t i n > t s .  ' v a n h e r  Z a l m  had p u b l i c  s u p p o r t .  
t* c 

. *  

W h i l e  h i s  r e c o r d  i s  o n e  o f  c o n t r o v e r s y  and f r e q u e n t  n k  , '71, 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n ,  h e  [ V a n d e r  Z a l m ]  i s  a p r o v e n  - .. . 
i '  L . 4  

.+ 
vote-ge  t ter . ( PCM26 ) 

b.. 

--. b 
t 

I t  [ P r e m i e r  B e n n e t t ' s  s p e e c h ]  was p r e d i c t a b l y ,  a 4,  1 r e s t r a i n t  s p e e c h  and t h e  a p p l a u s e ,  w h i l e  p o l i t e ,  w a s  b .  t 1 % 
9 ' 

4 a p p r o p r i a t e l y  r e s t r a i n e d :  J u s t  two s t a n d i n g  o v a t i b n s ,  J~ , 
n e i t h e r  o f  w h i c h  m a t c h e d  t h e  t h u n d e r i n g  s t a n d i n g  o  
g i v e n  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Z a l m  d u r i n g  t h e  
pre-speech  c a b i n e t  i n t r o d u c t i o n s .  ( S C N 9 )  

The  s h o c k  w a v e s  V a n d e r  Z a l m  s e n t  r i p p l i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n  b u r e a u c r a c y  are nb& w i t h o u t  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t .  
( PCM2 4)  c , 

i 

$, 
%* " 

V a n d e r P  Z a l m  + -  n o  m a t t e r  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  t h e  
a s s i g n m e n t  -- c o n t i n u e s  t o  e  d a r l i n g  o f  S o c i a l  
C r e d i t  g r a s s r o o t s .  ( S D ~ )  

@@ 
One o f  Vander Zalmlg  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  h i s  s u p p o r t  was: 

* 
I d o  b e l i e v e  I h a v e  a f a i r l y  g o o d  f e e l  f o c  p u b l i c  
o p i n i o n .  Because I ' m  o u t s p o k e n  I t e n d  t o  a t t r ac t  a l o t  " 
o f  p e o p l e  w i t h  h i d d e n  b e e f s .  Maybe t h a t  i s  how I g e t  a 
r e a d i n g  o P  p u b i c  o p i n i o n  .. . m o r e  t h a n  some o f .  my 
c o l l e a g u e s  would .. , T h i s  s o u n d s  s o r t  o f  c o r n y ,  b u t  I 
b e l i e v e  e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  I d o  o r  p ropose  t o  d o  is  t h e  
p e o p l e ' s  b u s i n e s s  a n d  i t  i s  as  much a r i g h t  f o r  a 
c i t i z e n  t o  know w h a t  i t  i s  t h a t  B i l l  Vande r  Z a l m  i s  4 i 

t h i n k i n g  as  . i t  is  f o r  a b u r e a u c r a t  o r  f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r ,  
my c o l l e a g u e s .  ( S D 7 )  

V a n d e r  Z a l m  w a s  p e r h a p s  e v e n  more a t  ease i n  h i s  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  

t h e  p u b l i c  t h a n  h e  was w i t h  t h e  government .  He a d m i t t e d  t h a t  h e  w a s  

n o t  t h a t  c o m f o r t a b l e  i n  government .  



I d o n 1  t f e e l  c o m f o r t a b l e  i n  government.  I ' m  used t o  
making d e c i s i o n s .  I n  government,  i t  d o e s n ' t  work  t h a t  
way. E v e r y t h i n g  i s  commiteed and commitbed. (SD11) _. 6- 

. . .; I l i k e  t o  s e e  d e c i s i o n s  made. ~ e m o c r a c y  c a n  b e  

; w a t e r e d  down s o  much'  t h a t  d e c i s i o n s  a r e n ' t  made. 
7 (SAIO) 

We h a v e  become l o s t  i n  a  maze of  "meaningful  d i a l o g u e n  - 
spewlag  o u t  o f  o u r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  . . . We h a v e  l o s t  t h e  
common touch.  (PA71 

" P e o p l e  i n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  where t h e y  s i t ,  
s h o u l d  come t o  t h i n g s  more  c o - o p e r a t i v e l y .  " V a n d e r  
Z a l m  s a i d  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  is  a lways  c o n f r o n t i v e  and he  
d o e s n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  good. 

T o o  much  d e m d c ~ a c ~ - i n d  t o o G  much b u r e a u c r a c y  i s  "- 
hampering t h e  B. C. e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem,  a l l o w i n g  l o c a l  &'* .,' 
s c h o o l  b o a r d  o f f i c i a l s  and  p r o v i n c i a l  b u r e a u c r a t s  t o  

- .  f r u s t r a t e  t h e  d e c i s i o n  making p r o c e s s .  (SNl3)  

With  i d e a s  l i k e  t h e s e  d e t e r m i n i n g  B i l l  Vander Za lmls  p o l i t i c a l  

s t y l e ,  h e  was a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  f i g u r e  n o t  o n l y  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  b u t  a l s o  

t o  t h e  e l e c t e d  members o f  t h e  S o c i a L , C r e d i t  p a r t y .  
L 4 

9 -  

I 
A s  o n e  S o c r e d  MLA s a i d  e a r l i e r  t h i s  week :  "I g e t  up 

' , eve ry  morning and c a l l  t o  f i n d  o u t  where Vander  Z a l m l s  
g o i n g  t o  be .  A l l  I h o p e  i s  t h a t  h e  s t a y s  o u t  o f  my 
r i d i n g . "  (SCF16) 

P e o p l e  c l o s e  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r  s a y  h e  was - 
h u m i l i a t e d  last  F r i d a y  . . . Asked a b o u t  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  _-- 
e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r  i n  t h e  prolonged "educa t ign  f u n d i n g  
d i s p u t e ,  B e n n e t t  s a i d  t h e  o n e  t h i n g  h e  d i d n ' t  n e e d  
anymore was " p o l i t i c a l  h e a t  from a n y i q u a r t e r n .  ( SS12) 7 
P r i v a t e l y  more t h a n  o n e  c a b i n e t  m i n i s t e r  h a s  a c c u s e d *  
t h e  s t r i d e n t  V a n d e r  Z a l m  o f  r e f u s i n g  t o  p l a y  t h e  
p o l i t i c a l  game a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  good o l d  b o y s  c o d e  o f  
e t h i c s .  "He's n o t  a team p l a y e r , "  one  m i n i s t e r  t o l d  
The V a n c o u v e r  Sun .  " V a n d e r  Za lm d o e s n ' t  seem t o  
u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  cpncep t  of  c a b i n e t  s o l i d a r i t y . "  (SD7) 



V a n d e r  Z a l m l s  p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e  was a l s o  c r i t i c i z e d  i n  t h e  
4 

' n e ~ s p a p e r  a r t i . c l e s  by h i s  ma in  o p p o n e n t s :  L a r r y  Kuehn o f  t h e  BCTF a n d  . 

o t h e r '  t e a c h e r  s p o k e s p e r s o n s ,  a n d  G a r y  B e g i n  of  t h e  BCSTA,and o t h e r  

s c h o o l  boa rd  s p o k e s p e r s o n s .  

.% 

He n e e d s  t o  c h a n g e  h i s  a p p r o a c h ;  i n d e e d  h e ' s  s h o o t i n g  
i n  t h e  d a r k ,  f i r i n g  f rom t h e  h i p .  ( B e g i n ,  P03),  

The problem w i t h  Vander Z a l m  is you n e v e r  know from one  
d a y  t o  t h e  n e x t  w h a t  h i s  p o s i ' t i o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e .  A 

(Kuehn, SD1.2) - 
-4 

- .  
4 9 

Kuehn a c c u s e d  t h e  m i n i s t e r  of b i a s  a g a i n s t  e d u c a t i o n  
and s a i d  a d .  hoc d e c i s i o n  mak4ng by t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  das  
c a u s i n g  a p o i s o n o u s  climate.' (PO81 

He h a s n ' t  k e p t  q u i t e  s i n c e  t h e  d a y  h e  t o o k  o v e r .  
( S c h o o l  b o a r d  c h a i r p e r s o n ,  SO21 , 

. . . t e l l  him a b o u t  t h e  damage  t h e  l e a k s  h a v e  d o n e  t o  
P 

employee  r e l a t i o n s .  ( B e g i n ,  PN3) 

High s c h o o l  t e a c h e r  and c o u n s e l l o r ,  Ralph  F i n c h  s@d h e  
.is n o t  o n l y  y p s e t  a b o u t  Vander Zalmls a c t i o n s ,  s u c h  as 
c h a n g i n g  c u r r i c u l u m 9 ,  b u t  h e  ' s  e v e n  m a d d e r  a b o ~ t  t h e  
l a c k  o f  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  o r  p a r e n t s .  - ( 3 ~ 2 2 )  

1 I n  t h e  news s t o r i e s ,  t h e  p o i n t  of v iew on Vander Zalmls p o l i t i c a l  

s t y l e  as e x p r e s s e d  by  t e a c h e r s  ( p r e s i d e n t s  o f  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  
6 - 

t e a c h e r s  w i t h  BCTF a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  t e a c h e r s  b a s e d  a t  s c h o o l ,  a n d  
-ri 

p r i n c i p a l s )  was c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  BCTF, 

L a r r y  Kuehn. I n  o t h e r  words ,  no t e a c h e r  was q u o t e d  i n  a news a r t i c l e  
* 

i n d i c a t i n g  t h e y  approved  o f  Vander Zalmls. s t y l e .  I n  t h e  l e t t e r s  t o  

t h e  e d i t o r ,  one  o f  twenty-one r e s p o n s e s  by. t e a c h e r s  was i d e n t i f i e d  as 

p o s i t i v e .  



G e , n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  news a r t i c l e s ,  t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d  spokespe f&ns  

( s c h o o l  boa rd  c h a i r p e r s o n s ,  s c h o o l  b o a r d  t r u s t e e s )  e x p r e s s e d  v i e w s  

t h a t  s u p p o r t e d  t h o s e  of: t h e  BCSTA P r e s i d e n t ,  G a r y  B e g i  .? One 
-\. 

e x c e p t i o n  was t h e  A b b o t s f o r d  s c h o M  t r u s t e e s  : 

A b b o t s f o r d  s c h o o l  t r u s t e 6 s  have  c e n s u r e d  B. C. S c h o o l  
T r u s t e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  p r e s i d e n t  f o r  c r i t i c i z i n g  
E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r  Zalmls r o l e  i n  a s e x  . 

'5 
e d u c a t i o n  c o n t r o v e r s y .  (SF241 4 

*, 
9 -  . -- 

( O f  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  by s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s ,  t h r e e  are  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  

Vander Zalmf s s t y l e  and t h r e e  a r e .  c r t  t i c a l .  ) -W 

It is  i r o n i c  t h a t , '  i n  news a r , t i c l e s ,  Vander Z a l m  was s e l e c t e d  f o r  

t h e  news b e c a u s e  h e  was c o n t r o v e r s i a l  a n d  s e t  u p  c ~ n f l i ~ t ,  whi le  i n  
. . 

n e w s p a p e r  c o m m e n t a r i e s ,  h e  was s t r o n g l y  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
I 

s t y l e .  A s  one  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  p u t  i t :  

The news media  ... seem to be d o i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  i n  t h e i r  
p a r e r  t o  make h im. [Vander  Z a l m ]  l o o k  bad.  (PLM543 

A l m o s t  a l l  e d i t o r i a l  c o m m e n t s  i n  JJE Sun and The P r o v i n c e  w e r e  
w 

c r i t i c a l  o f  Vander Zalmls p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e .  The e d i t o r i a l  comment t h a t  

came c l o s e s t  t o  a compl iment  a p p e a r e d  i n  l& P r o v m .  

Even  if Mr. Vander Zalmfs i d e a s  do  n o t  s t a n d  t h e  tes t ,  
t h e y  may l e a d  t o  o the r .  p r o p o s a l s .  (PE08) 

One P r o u c e  e d i t o r i a l  c o m p l i m e n t e d  Vander Z a l m  o n  h i s  p e r s o n a l  and 9 
- 



p o l i t i c a l  B o u r a g e  f o r  a t t e n d i n g  a t e a c h e r s '  r a l l y  b u t  t h e n  c o n t i n u e d  

t o  s a y :  -r . i 
" ?-: - g. 

* S F  It. ? 
B h ~ "  . . . e d u c a t i o n  .is f a r  t o o  i m p o r t a n t  t o  be l e f t  to  t h e  

danger& charms o f  M r .  Vqnder Zalm. .. He knew w h a t  h e  
A was  d o i h g  . . . g e - k n e w  a i s o  t h a t  t h e r e  was p o l i t i c a l  

c a p i t a l  t b  be  ma&. (PF07) 

-> 
P I, -Genera l ly ,  e d i t o r s  were  c r i t i c a l  o f  Vander Z a l m f  s s p o U t i c a 1  s t y l e :  

2. 

d 'e 
I ' 

The Sun 

It i s  p l a i n  t h a t  MT. Vander Zalm does  n o t  know how r t o  
d e a l  w i t h  peop le  o r  when bo ho ld  h i s  tongue .  (SES4) 

Why i s  i t  t h a t  e v e r y w h e r e  S o c i a . 1  C r e d i t  c a b i n e t  
m i n i s t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r  ~ a l m  g o e s ,  c o n f u s i o n  a n d  h a r d  
f e e l i n g s  are s u r e  t o  f o l l o w .  (~b6) -_ 
Changing t h i n g s  o n  t h e  r u n ,  a s  M r .  Vander Z a l m  seems t o  
b e  d o i n g ,  b e n e f i t s  nobody,  l e a s t  of  ali t h e  s t u d e n t s  
whose f u t u r e  h e  h o l d s  i n  h i s  hands .  (SEF8) 

If t h e r e  i s  a  p o l i c y , , r i t l s  h a r d  t o  d e t e c t  w h o ' s  
d i r e c t i n g  i t  o r  w h i c h  way i t ' s  g o i n g .  Some d a y s  i t  
s e e m s  t o  b e  P r e m i e r  B i l l  B e n n e t t .  S a n e  d a y s  i t ' s  
Educa t ion  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Zalm ( i n  f a c t ,  some d a y s  
t h e r e  seem t o  bg two - B i l l  Vander Zalmls h e a d i n g  off i n  
o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n s ) .  (SEMI 0) 

;. . t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  comes  o n l y  from r e f l e c t i o n s  i n  a 
lame-duck e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r ' s  m a g i c  m i r r o r ,  n o t  f r o m  
any f-irm commitment by t h e  c a b i n e t .  (SEApll )  

The new m i n i s t e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n  m u s t  be  someone  who .is 
c a p a b l e  o f  d o i n g  a t h o r o u g h '  r e p a i r  j o b  on t h e  damage 
M r .  V a n d e r  Zalm h a s  d o n e  t o  r e l a  b e t w e e n  t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  t e a c h e r s ,  s c h o o l  t r u  and  p a r e n t s .  
(SEMyl2) 



To b e g i n  w i t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r  Z a l m  
s h o u l d  l o w e r  t h e  r h e t o r i c  a n d  e ' i s e  b a c k  f r o m  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n .  PES3) A 

H i s  [ V a n d e r  Zalmlsl approach ,  h i s  i l l - i n f o r m e d  and a l l  
c o n s i d e r e d  s t a t e m e n t s ,  h i s  a t t e m p t s  t o  a s s e r t  a u t h o r i t y  

,beyond  h P s  powers, have c r e a t e d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of unease  
among s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n *  p a r e n t s ,  t r u s t e e s  and t e a c h e r s -  
The confused s i tuat iorf . .  was g e t t i n g  o u t  of c o n t r o l ,  w i t h  
nobody knowing how q a ~ y  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  l o s e  
t h e i r  j o b s ,  how m a n g w o u l d  s t r i k e , \ h o w  many would 
s imply  l e a v e  t h e i r  c l a s b o o m s  fort :a f e w  .Qys,  how t h e  
g o v e r n m e n t  e x p e c t e d  t h e  c o s t  s a v i n g s  t o  %?achieved. 
Z PES4 ) - 

A 
It 's n o t  t h e  way to hav: a  s o b e r ,  p r o d u c t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  
o n  n i 6 e s s a r y  changes.  It lo*oks a s  i f  t h e  m i n i s t e r  i s  
i n d u l g i n g  i n  o n e  o f  t h e s e  pure ly  p o l i t i c a l  f a n  dances  
h e  seems t o  e n j o y  r a t h e r  t h a n  a g e n u i n e  s e a r c h  f o r -  -t 

s o l u t i o a .  He's [Vander Zalmls]  c l e a r l y  n o t  t h e  man f o r  
t h i s  s e n s i t i v e  p o r t f o l i o  a n d  s h o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  
r ~ p l a c e d .  ( PE09) 1 

He [Vander Zalm] pu t  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  centr*  o f  t h e  s torm 
by swinging t h a t  sword b l a d e  a b o u t  a  b i t  t o o  w i l d l y -  
( PE06 ) 

a 
The e p i s o d e  exposes  once a g a i n  t h e  m i n i s t e r l s  penchant  
f o r  p o l i t i c i z i n g  a n  a f f a i r  t h a t  n e e d s  m u c h  m o r e  

3: 
4 s e n s i t i v e  hand l ing .  (PEF15) 

The way Vander  Zalm i s  g o i n g  a b o u t  i t  i s  a p p a l l i n g .  
CPEF16 1 

C o l u m n i s t s  a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  n e g a t i v e  v i e w s  a b o u t  Vander Z a l m f S  

p o l i t i c d l  s t y l e .  Only we 2h.n c o l u m n i s t ,  B e w l e y ,  was c o n s i s t e n t l y  

p o s i t i v e :  

3 But much more e f f e c t i v e  t h a  any s i l e n t  d i s t r e s s  s i g n a l  
has b e e n  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  B i l l  V a n d e r  Z a l m  o n  t h e  
s c e n e  a s  new m i n i s t e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  Vander  Z a l m f s  

% 

appointment  a s  e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r  -- a n  i n s p i r e d  s t r o k e  
< 



of  c a s t i n g  h a s  g e n e r a t e d  a b o u t  t h e  same r e a c t i o n s  a s  
t h e  s u d d e n  a p p e a r a n c e  o f  a n  e a g l e  i n  a  d r a w s y  
barnyard. . . ( SCS3 ) a 

& \ \ . . .  
Those s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s ,  - t e a c h e r s ,  &d p o l i t i c i a n s  who 
a r e  l i v i d  w i t h  r a g e  about  t h e  a p p r o a c h  t a k e n  by B. C.  
e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r ,  B i l l d q n d G r  Z a E m  a r e  c l e a r l y  
o p e r a t i n g  under two s e r i o u s  i & i s c b n ~ e p t i o n s  . . . N o t h i n g  
else seems t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  near  i n w h e r e n t ,  purple-faced 
rage  expressed  by Vander Z a l m t s  c r i t i c s ,  who c o n t f  nue  
t o  s h r i e k  t h a t  h i s  s o l e  purpose is  t o  r e t u r n  a l l  of u s ,  
by h i s  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t he  t each ing  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  t o  &he 
"dark a g e s R  and t o  nbarbarismn,  (SCJ11) I 

Anothe r  S u n c o l u m n i s t ,  Nichols ,  was no t  c o n s i s t e n t  i n  h e r  views 

o f  Vander Zalm. From August  t o  ~ e b r u a r ~ ,  s h e  w r o t e  c a i t i c a l l y  of + 

Vander Zalmls p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e :  
* 

B i l l  ~ a n d e r  Zalm, t h e  tough- t a l k i n g ,  shoobfrom-  t h e h i p  
m i n i s t e r  of e d u c a t i o n ,  s h o u l d  p a t e n t  h i s  r e c i p e  f o r  

' c r e a t i n g  maximum havoc i n  t h e  l e a s t  a v a i l a b l e  time. 

Mr. V a n d e r  Zalm b, a s  usua-I ,  march ing  t o  h i s  own* 
drummer, proposing w h o l e s a l e  refoFm o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  
s y s t e m  w i t h o u t  c o n s u l t i n g  anyon&,  and g e n e r a l l y  ; ' 
whipping up pas s ion  wi th  h i s  i n f l ammato ry  - s t a t e m e n t s  . 
(SCF16) 

I - ? 

A p o s i t i v e  s t a t e m e n t ,  no t  i n  harmony with d o s e  above, appeared . 

i n  Nichols ' s  Apr i l  column: 

The e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r  i s  a  r igh t -wing  i d e o l ~ g u e  who 
b e l i e v e s  i n  d e a l i n g  f r a n k l y  and f o r t h r i g h t l y  w i t h  
i s s u e s  and problems, (SCApl8) 

One P r o v i n c e  co lumnis t ,  Tyther le igh  , made a  suppor t i ve  s t a t emen t  . 

on Vander Zalmvs p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e n  

/ . 



K 

I Vander Z a l m  k i t e d  v a r i o u s  examples o f  i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t ,  . 
i f  t h e y  had been l e f t  t o  t h e  bureaucracy t o  i m p l e m e n t ,  
would have s t u d i e d ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  committees and e x p e r t s , +  
and months d a r n  t h e  r o a d ,  would s t i l l  be i n  t h e  t a l k i n g  
s t a g e .  His i m p a t i e n c e  w i t h  b u r e a u c r a t s  is s h a r e d  by 
many p e o p l e ,  b u t  f e w  p o l i t i c i a n s  w i l l  t a k e  h im o n ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  Ottawa. (PCM24) 

A l l  o t h e r  c o l u m n s  m e n t i o n i n g  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e  o f  T a n d e r  Z a l m  

were c r i t i c a l  : 

.But i n s t e a d  o f  s i t t i n g  down and d r a f t i n g  some c o h e r e n t  
g u i d e l i n e s  t o ' h g l p  t h e  t e a c h e r s  a n d  b o a r d s ,  t h e  
m i n i s t e r  hopped on h i s  r e d  necked c h a r g e r .  (SCS5) ' 

B i J l  V a n d e r  Z a l m f s  p r o v o c a t i v e  s p e e c h e s  i n  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  h i s  a t  t a c k s  o n  o p e n - l i n e  shows have 
gone a l o n g  way t o  undermine p u b l i c  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  and  t h e  t e a c h e r s  who work i n  i t .  
( PC09 

The-  man who s h o o t s  f o r  t h e  l i p s  f i r s t :  a n d  a s k s  
q u e s t i o n s  a f t e r w a r d  . . . ( PCN12) 

@ 

(PCD14) 

W h a t ' s  
t h a t  i t  

Nobody 
because  
l o g i c .  

One o f  B i l l  Vander Zalm's most maddening s k i l l s  i s  h i s  
a b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  aligood i d e a a n d  l i v e  i t  t o  d e a t h .  - 

d i s t u r b i n g  a b o u t  M r .  Vander Zalmls  approach is  
l o o k s  backwards. (PCJ18) 

knows how e x a c t l y  t o  r e a c t  t o  w h a t ' s  g o i n g  on 
wha t ' s  g o i n g  on d o e s n ' t  conform t o  a n y  - k i n d  o f  
( PCF23 1 

What we a r e  a l l  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  is t h e  ty ranny  o f  t h e .  
m i n o r i t y  c u r r e n t l y  ~ e p r e ~ s e n t e d  b y  B i l l  V a n d e r  Z a l m .  
( PCF22 ) I 

. T h e  Z a l m ' s  p u r p o s e  i n  a l l  t h i s  i s  l i k e  some bomb 
' throwing a n a r c h i s t .  (PCM25) 

&. Vander Z a l m  has shown he c a n ' t  l e a d  by consensus  o r  
compel l ing  p e r s o n a l i t y  o r  f o r c e  o f  i d e a s .  B u t  h e  h a s  



P 

p o l i t i c a l  a m b i t i o n s  t o  sa t i -afy  and h e  h a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a  
m a r k e t  h e  t h i n k s  h e  c a n  c u l t i v a t e :  t h e  p e o p l e  who . 
b e l i e v e  t h e  o l d  d a y s  were b e t t e r  and  t h a t  some o ld -  
f a s h i o n e d  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  v i r t u e s  w o u l d  s t r a i g h t e n  
e v e r y t h i n g  o u t .  ( PCAp33) 

~ e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  p r e s e n t e d  a balanced view on Vander Z a l m f s  

s t y l e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h o s e  who were i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e i r  l e t t e r s  a s  h a v i n g  

a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  system ( B i l l  Vander Z a l m ,  Lar ry  Kuehn, 

Gary Begin,  t e a c h e r s ,  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s ,  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  p a r e n t s )  had 1 4  

p o s i t i v e  comments  t o  3 2  n e g a t i v e  comments oh Vander Z a l m .  P o s i t i v e  

s t a t e m e n t s  i n c l u d e d  : 

I t ' s  a b o u t  t i m e  we r e c e i v e d  a f r e s h  l o o k  a t  
e d u c a t i o n . .  . and t h a t ' s  e x a c t l y  w h a t  . B i l l  V a n d e r  Zalm 
i s  prov id ing .  (PL022) t 

Mr. Vander  Z a l m l s  a b i l i t y  i n  h i s  p o s i t i o n  as m i n i s t e r  
o f  e d u c a t i o n  shou ld  be p r a i s e d  n o t  condemned. (PLJ44) 

. . . I a p p l a u d  B i l l  V a n d e r  Zalm's new a p p r o a c h  t o  
e d u c a t i o n  -- i t ' s  a b o u t  t ime.  (SLQ23) 

Three Cheers  f o r  B i l l  Vander Z a l m !  (SL024) 

N e g a t i v e  o p i n i o n s  o n  Vander  Zalmls s t y l e  from le t te rs  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  

i n c l u d e d  : 

/" . . . i t  i s  f o r t u n a t e  t h a t  t h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  - e d u c a t i o n  
c a s t s  h i m s e l f  as t h e  p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n  o f  o v e r s i m p l i f i c a -  
t i o n s .  ( SLSI 

I t  seems o u r  n e w  e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r  would l i k e  t o  l e a d  
u s  back i n  t ime.  (PLS?) 

You d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e  a n  NDP s u p p o r t e r  o r  a t e a c h e r  t o  
be  a l a r m e d  a t  M r .  V a n d e r  Zalm's m e t h o d s  o f  c u r b i n g  
e d u c a t i o n  spending.  ( PLS18) 



T h e  m i n i s t e r ' s  i r o n - h e e l  a p p r o a c h  t o  e d u c a t i o n  i s  
i n c u r r i n g  t h e  w r a t h  o f  n o t  o n l y  t e a c h e r s ,  b u t  p a r e n t s ,  
s t u d e n t s  and s c h o o l  boards .  ( PLF52) 

When a n  e l e c t i o n  is c a l l e d ,  M r .  Vander  Z a l m  w i l l  h a v e  
t o  make some real d e c i s i o n s  and n o t  r e s o r t  t o  c o e r c i o n  

- and innuendo.  ( SLJ3O) 

A c a s e  h a s  j u s t  b e e n  made t h a t  B i l l  Vander  Z a l m  made t h e  news + -  

.because  h i s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e  c r e a t e d  c o n f l i c t  and s p a r k e d  

comment. Yet a s  one l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  po in ted  o u t :  

Vander  Zalmts p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e  may be o f f e n s i v e  t o  many 
t e a c h e r s  and  similar d i s a f f e c t e d  g r o u p s  b u t  i t  i s  a  
s t y l e  t h a t  d i f f e r s  l i t t l e  from t h a t  o f  t h e  v e r y  l e a d e r s  
o f  t h e  B. C. Teachers  F e d e r a t i o n  themselves .  (SLAp42) 

Any a t t a c k e r  n e e d s  a d e f e n d a n t  f o r  c o n f l i c t  t o  e x i s t .  I t  c a n  be 

a r g u e d  t h a t  b o t h  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  BCTF, L a r r y  Kuehn a,nd t h e  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  BCSTA, Gary Begin,  d i d  "ge t  suckered  by e v e r y  f l a s h y  
_ I  

l u r e  c a s t  by B i l l  Vander Zalmn (SCO8).  Two s i d e s  m u s t  c o - o p e r a t e ,  

t h a t  i s  t h e y  must both  add t h e i r  opposing s i d e ,  t o  m a i n t a i n  c o n f l i c t .  

I n  t h i ;  s e n s e ,  t h e  news a p & a l  o f  V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  a s  a  l e a d e r  i n  

c o n f l i c t ,  was d e p e n d e n t  o n  t h e  o p p o s i n g . v i e w s  o f  t h e s e  o t h e r  two 
.9 

l e a d e r s ,  Kuehn and Begin. I n  f a c t ,  i t  could be argued t h a t  had it  n o t  

b e e n  f o r  t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n a l  t a c t i c s  o f  BCTF P r e s i d e n t  L a r r y  Kuehn, 

Premier Benne t t  may n o t  have a p p o i n t e d  Vander Zalm t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  

M i n i s t e r  o f  Educat ion.  

A t h i r d  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  which makes news i n t e r e s t i n g  b e s i d e s  i t s  

f o c u s  on p e r s o n a l i t y  a n d  c o n f l i c t  i s  t h a t  news i s  a n  e v e n t  ( ~ a n s i '  : 
* - . , 

It- * 
/ 



1 9 7 8 ) .  An e v e n t  is e a s y  t o  communicate and more l i k e l y  to.  h a v e ' s t o r y  

making p f l n t i a l .  Slow e v o l v i n g  p r o c e s s e s  a r e  n o t  r e p o r t a b l e  u n l e s s .  . 2 

t h e y  e a n  be  p e g g e d  t o  a n  e v e n t  even  i f  a  s t a g e d  e v e n t  such  as a news 
b 

c o n f e r e n c e  o r  a  s p e e c h .  There  a r e  a  number of  e v e r  p r e s e n t  i s s u e s  i n  

t h e  sys tem of  e d u c a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  media coverage  

u n t i l  t h e r e  i s  a n  o c c u r r e n c e  o r  e v e n t  which h a s  news i n t e r e s t .  Vander 

Zalm u n d e r s t o o d  t h i s .  He c r e a t e d  e v e n t s  which b rough t  i s s u e s  i n t o  

p u b l i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  through t h e  media. One n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t e r  e v e n  

v i t h  t h e  l e a d  : 

r .  
E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r  Z a l m  s a y s  he 'd  r a t h e r  
have s c h o o l s  s h u t  down , b y  s t r i k e s  a n d  l o c k o u t s  t h a n  
c o n t i n u e  r e l y i n g  o n  a r b i t r a t i o n  t o  d e t e r m i n e  s a l a r y  
i n c r e a s e s .  (SDI 3)  

sugges ted  t h a t  i f  t h i n g s  were d u l l ,  one cou ld  a lways  a s k  Vander Z a l m  a  

q u e s t i o n  and h i s  r e s p o n s e  would be news.  A,s a  l e a d e r , .  h i s  s p e a k i n g  

became a n  e v e n t .  

Vander  Zalm c r e a t e d  f r o n t  page h e a d l i n e s  on t h e  l a s t  day  o f  1982 

C 

By t a k i n g  a d r a m a t i c  p o s i t i ~ n  o n  a n  i s s u e ,  a l l  Vander Z a l m  had t o  
4 

was s p e a k  and h e  had f r o n t  page a t t e n t i o n .  

H i s  a c t i o n s  a l s o  became e v e n t s .  Take f o r  example,  h i s  s u g g e s t  

. . 

i o n  

t o  a s c h o o l  board t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r  o f  a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  s e x  e d u c a t i o n  . 

program i n  t h e  s c h o o l  be f i r e d .  

W o r d s  c a n n o t  e x p r e s s  my r e v u l s i o n  t o w a r d s  t h i s  
i n c i d e n t . . .  The t e a c h e r  shou ld  be suspended w i t h o u t  pay 
f o r  a  r e a s o n a b l e  p e r i o d  o f  time. (PF2) 



The t e a c h i n g  o f  s e x  e d u c a t i 6 n  i s  a n  i s s u e  i n  e d u c a t i o n  because  t h e r e  
, ,. 

is no consensus  o f  o p i n i o n , a b o u t  what s h o h d  be t a u g h t .  T h i s  i n c i d e n t  
. . 

. r 
a l s o  b r o u g h t  fo rward  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s c h o o l  r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  t o  p a r e n t  and 

p1$ 

P r? 
community needs .  

He s a i d  h e  was asked t o  i n t e r v e n e  i n  t h e  S m i t h e r s  case 
by p a r e n t s  whose c h i l d r e n  "are  t h e  o n e s  a f f e c t e d  by a l l  
t h i s  c r a p .  I d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  w a i t  f o r  someone e l s e  t o  
a c t . "  (PF17) 

L e a r n i n g  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  a c o n t i n u i n g  concern  i n  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  

When Vander Z a l m  r e c e i v e d  a l e t t e r  f r o m  a  g r a d e  7 s t u d e n t  w i t h  1 8  

e r r o r s ,  he c i r c l e d  t h e  e r r o r s  and- mai led  i t  back t e a c h e r  (PN5). 

He g e n e r a t e d  a n  e v e n t  t o  b r i n g  t h e  i s s u e  of t h e  p u b l i c  

view e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h a t  i t  appeared  on t h e  f r o n t  page.  

I t h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  me w i t h  t h i s  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  once  a g a i n  c h e c k  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  
t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem i n  t h e  province.  (PN5) 

&@ 
A s  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  i n d i c a t e s ,  ~ a n d e i  Z a l m  %dde t h e  newsw. -- . -r.- 

', 

The f o u r t h  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of news i n t e r e s t  ? i s  t h a t  news r e p o r t s  
14, 

t h e  o d d ,  t h e  u n u s u a l ,  and t h e  unique r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  normal (Wicker ,  

1978'). The combinat ion o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  h i s  u n u s u a l  

p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e  and c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i d e a s  on e d u c a t i o n  made Vander Zalm 

unique.  The M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n  was a n y t h i n g  b u t  n o r m a l  u n d e r  h i s  

d i r e c t i o n  as i t  was p o r t r a y e d  i n  t h e  newspapers. The image c r e a t e d  by 

t h e  news a r t i c l e s  and commentaries was ' tha t  o f  a l e a d g r  f i r i n g  b u l l e t s  



i n  t h e  w i l d  west. 

T o  s u m m a r i z e ,  v a n b e q  Z a l m  c o n f o r m e d  t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  news 
"- 

s e l e c t i o n  which i s  based%on i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  i n t e r d s t .  V a n d e r  Zalm 

f i r s t  e L t a b l i s h e d  himse1,f i n  a p o s i t i o n  o f  importance i n  t h e  c a b i n e t ,  
r L 

e v e n t u a l l y  t o  become t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  Educat ion.  T h i s  a l o n e  d o e s  n o t  

- e x p l a i n  h i s  name i n  t h e  news. The s p a r k  o f  i n t e r e s t  V a n d e r  Z a l m  

b rought  t o  e v e n t s  by h i s  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e  and w i l l i n g n e s s  b 

t o  t a k e  s t a n d s  o n  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i s s u e s  was t h e  s i n e  q u a  non f o r  
t 

2 

g e t t i n g  h i s  name i n  t h e  news. 



Chapter  V I  

I s s u e s  

r 

The i s s u e s  i n  t h e  news were i m p o r t a n t  and c e n t r a l  c a t e g o r i e p  i n  

t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s t u d y .  S e v e n t e e n  i s s u e  c a t e g o r i e s  were 

d e t e r m i n e d .  T h e  i s s u e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  were c o m p l e x  i n  t h a t  any one 

i s s u e  had m n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  o t h e r  i s s u e s .  One e v e n t  c o u l d  i n v o l v e  a 

number o f  i s s u e s .  T h i s  c h a p t e r  b e g i n s  by c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  complexi ty  

o f  t h e  i s s u e s ,  t h a t  is  how i s s u e s  i n t e r a c t e d  w i t h  i s s u e s .  The a c c o u n t  
4 

e s t a b l i s h e s  ,which i s s u e s  o c c b r r e d  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  same news a r t i c l e s .  

The s o u r c e s  i n t e r a c t i n g  w i t h  i s s u e s  c r e a t e  t h e  bu lk  o f  t h e  e v e n t s  - 

o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r .  I n  t h i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  a n a l y s i s ,  e a c h  i s s u e  i s  

d i s c u s s e d  i n  

Inc luded  h e r e  

t e r m s  o f  t h e  v i e w 3 . o n  i s s u e s  o f  t h e  m a i n  s o u r c e s .  
CL 

r 
a l s o  a r e  t h e  commentators t  r e s p o n s e s  t o  i s s u e s .  - ,  

I s s u e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  as t h e y  a p p e a r  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  are n o t  

s imple .  F r e q u e n t l y  i s s u e s  are r e l a t e d  and converge ,  P u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  

i s \  c o m p l e x  syst ;m w h i c h  i s  composed o f  i n t e r d t i p e n d e n t  p a r t s ,  
I 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  and  a c t i v i t i e s  (Hoy & M i s k e l ,  1982).  T h i s  i s  a n  

3 

i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o q  i n  a n a l y z i n g  e d u c a t i o n  r e p o r t i n g .  

Educa t ion  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Z a l m ,  i n i t i a t e d  a c t i o n  by a s k i n g  

s c h o o l  b o a r d s  t o  c u t  $60 m i l l i o n  o u t  of ' t he  budget.  By t h a t  r e q u e s t ,  
4 

a l l  t h e  ;orking s y s t e m s  w i t h i n  t h e  body o f  e d u c a t i o n  w e r e  a f f e c t e d .  



P r o v i n c e  c o l u m n i s t  J a c k  C l a r k  s t a t e d  i t  w e l l :  

I t ' s  a r u l e  i n  l i f e  t h a t  you c a n ' t  d o  j u s t  one  t h i n g .  ' 

Each a c t i o n  you t a k e  p r o v o k e s  a r e a c t i o n  a n d  l e a d s  o n  
t o  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e .  Which is w h a t  made B i l l  V a n d e r  
Zalmts  move i n t o  tQ.e e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t r y  a ^ s h o r t  - 
m i l l e n i u m  ago  s o  f a s c i n a t i n g .  (PCS7) 

S c h o o l  b o a r d s  h a v e  a p a r t i c y l a r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  body 
1 

which  i n c l u d e s  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  's b u d g e t  a n d  h i r i n g ,  

p a y i n g  a n d  l a y i n g  o f f  t e a c h e r s .  The t e a c h e r s  also h a v e  a n L i n t e g r a l  

f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  t h e  w h o l e ,  w i t h  b a r g a i n i n g  r i g h t s  unde r  thbe S c h o o l  Act 

and c o n t r a c t u a l  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  boa rd .  E i g h t y  p e r c e n t  o f  a  

s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t ' s  budge t  g o e s  t o  sa lar ies ,  70% t o  t e a c h e r s t  s a l a r i e s  , 

( C o l e m a n  & L a R o c q u e ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  When a l a r g e  amount o f  money was t o  be . 

c u t  f rom t h e  b u d g e t , " p a r t i c u l a r l y  .when i n  t h e '  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  b u d g e t  

c u t t i n g  a l r e a d y  p a r e d  down t h a t  n o t  g o i n g  t o  s a l a r i e s ,  t h e  t h r e a t  was 

t o  t e a c h e r ' s  j o b s  a n d  t h e i r  sa ra r ies .  L a y o f f s / j o b  s e c u r i t y  a n d  

r o l l b a c k s / s a l a r i e s  became t h e  c e n t e r  f o c u s  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  "what t o  

c u t ? "  and t h i s  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  news c o v e r a g e  which  gave  t h e s e  two 

i s s u e s  m o r e  m e n t i o n  t h a n  any  o t h e r ,  e x c e p t i n g  t h e  more g e n e r a l  i s s u e  

o f  r e s t r a i n t .  
'k2 * 

B 

T h e  m o r e  c o m p l e x  q u e s t i o n  was "how t o  c u t  t.he budget?".  ~ c h o o l  

b o a r d s  have  s a l a r y  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t e a c h e r s .  N e i t h e r  t h e  b o a r d  n o r  

t h e  M i n i s t e r  of E d u c a t i o n  c a n ' i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  b a r g a i n i n g  p r o c e s s  o r  

a l t e r n a t e  a g r e e m e n t s  t h a t  c a n  h a v e  b e e n  r a t i f i e d .  The s c h o o l  b o a r d  

d o e s  h a v e  t h e  power t o  l a y  o f f  t e a c h e r s  b u t  when i t  a t t e m p t e d  t h i s  as  

a s o l u t i o n ,  p r o v i n c i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  ~ i n i s t e r  o f  



E d u c a t i o n  p r e v e n t e d  b o a r d s  f r o m  l a y i n g  o f f  t e a c h e r s .  ~ t ? & n m i n ~  from 

t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s  were t h e  i s s u e s  : s c h o o l  b o a r d  a u t o n o m y ,  c o l l e c t i i e  

b a r g a i n i n g ,  t h e  Schoo l  Act , and t e a c h e r  a c  t i o n / s t r i k e s .  

Tuchman (1978) s u g  d sts t h a t  news bl'ocks i n q u i r y  by p r e v e n t i n g  a n  
P 

a n a l y t i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  b e c a u s e  i t  does  n o t  p r o v i d e  l i n k a g e s  between 

e v e n t s  and h a s  o n l y  a c o n c r e t e ,  c o n t i n g e n t ,  p r e s e n t  time o r i e n t a t i o n .  

E v e n t s  o c c u r  t o d a y  by c h a n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  by consequence i s  t h e  news 

message. Reading through t h e  e d u c a t i o n  news a r t i c l e s  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  

was a s  Hecht (1981)  s a i d  " l i k e  t r y i n g  t o  t e l l  t h e  time by wa tch ing  t h e  

second hand o f  t h e  c l o c k "  ( p .  1 4 7 ) .  It  was v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  a  

g r a s p  on what u a s  happening.  

One way t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  the complex i ty  of i s s u e s  i n  news e v e n t s  i s  

t o  d e t e r m i n e  which i s s u e s  appeared  t o g e t h e r  i n  t h e  same a r t i c l e .  Many 

news a r t i c l e s  m e n t i o n e d  more t h a n  one i s s u e .  l e  6-1 and 6-2 show 

t h e  number o f  t i m ' e s  i s s u e s  a p p e a r e d  t o g e t h e  n  a r t i c l e s .  F o r  . 

example,  i n  Tab le  6-1, 94 a r t i c l e s  mentioned r e s t r a i n t .  O f  t h e s e ,  

50 d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  same a r t i c l e  l a y o f f s / j o b  s e c u r i t y .  O f  t h e  31 

a r t i c l e s  d i s c u s s i n g  s c h o o l  board  autonomy, 14  of  them a l s o  d i s c u s s e d  

c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g ,  I n  c o n t r a s t ,  o f  t h e  22 a r t i c l e s  on c u r r i c u l u m ,  

o n l y  o n e  a l s o  m e n t i o n e d  l a y o f f s / j o b  s e c u r i t y .  O f  t h e  major  i s s u e s ;  

c u r r i c u l u m / s t a n d a r d s  was t h e  o n l y  i s s u e  t h a t  s t o ~ d  r e l a t i v e l y  o n  i t s  

own. Although t h e  a r t i c l e s  may n o t  make t h e  l i n k s  between i s s u e s ,  one 

e v e n t  c a n  have consequences  f o r  a number o f  i s s u e s .  T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  ' 

t h e  r e a s o n s  i s s u e s  a p p e a r  t o g e t h e r .  



Table  6-1 

I n t e r s e c t i o n  of  I s s u e s  i n  News A r t i c l e s  - The Sun  

Cur r i cu lum/Standards - I  
R e s t r a i n t  E f f e c t s -  ' I 

S choo l  Board Autonomy-I I 

1 
I I 

Teacher  Ac t ion  S t r i k e s -  I 
I I I I @ 

C o l l e c t i v e  Barga in ing- l  I .  
I I I I 

I R o l l b a c k s / S a l a r i e s -  I I I 
I I 

1 I I I 

L a y o f f s / J o b  S e c u r i t y - I  I I I 
I s s u e s  (N) I I I I I I R e s t r a i n t -  I I I I I 

1 
I I I 1 I I 

/ 

R e s t r a i n t  (94 - 50 52 27 22 23 25 9 

L a y o f f s / J o b  S e c u r i t y  ( 56) 50 46 28 15 '18 12 1 

C o l l e c t i v e  B a r g a i n i n g  (34)  27 28 28 10 14 5 1 

Teacher  A c t i o n / S t r i k e s  (32)  22 15 16 10 11 5 2 

School -Board  Autonomy (31 )  23 18 16 14 11 4 3 

R e s t r a i n t  E f f e c t  ( 2 6 )  25 12 13 5 5 4 

School  Act (16)  8 9 7 1 0  2 8 1 2 

Non-teaching L a y o f f s  ( 1 3 )  1 3 7 7 3  1 1 6 

School  Board Admin. C o s t s  ( 11') 9 4 4 5 2 3 1 

Teacher  E v a l u a t i o n  ( 6 )  4 1 

Vander Z a l m  S t y l e  (5) 2 1 1 1 1 

P r i v a t e  S c h o o l s  ( 4 )  3 1 2 1 1 1 3 

D i s c i p l i n e  ( 4 )  2 1 1 2 

School  C l o s u r e  ( 3) 2 1 2 2 1 2 

P a r e n t  Involvement ( 0 )  



d 
In te r sec t ion  of Issues  i n  News V t i c l e s  - 

, 4  

CurriculumL$tandards- 
Rest ra int  ~ffe'&s-, I I 

School Board Autonomy-I I I -  
I I 

Teacher Action S t r ikes - ,  t I I I 
Col lec t ive  Bargaining- I I I 

I 
I I I I Rollbacks/Salaries- I - I I I I I 

Layoffs/Job Secur i ty-I  I I I I I I 

I ssues (N) I I I I I I 
Res t ra int - ,  I I I I I I I I I I I I 

1 

Restraint  (81.1 

Layoffs/Job Secur i ty  ( 5 3 )  5  1  39 22 13 20 13 4  

k o l l b a c k s / ~ a l a r i e s  ( 4 9 )  44 39 22 13 19 9  2 

School Board Autonomy ( 3 3 )  1 27 20- 19 10 8  * ' 
6 8  

+ 

Collective Bargaining (28 )  27 22 22 9  10 4  3  

Teacher Action/Strikes (25 )  18 13 13 9 8 . .  3  3 

Restra int  Effect  ( 1 9 )  18 13 9  4  3  5  1  

School Act (14 )  11 9 9 7 6 9  1  2 

school Board Admin. Costs ( 1  1 )  8  5 3  2  1 3 3 2  

Non-teacher Layoffs (10) 1 0 9 8 2 3 2 3  

Teacher Evaluation ( 9) 2  1  6 9  

Discipline ( 4 )  3 1  1  2 3  
> * 

Vander Zalm ~ i y l e  ( 3 )  

k 1  1 
Parent .Involvement ( 2 )  1 .: 2 

Private Schools ( 1 )  1  1 1  
6 

1  
. . 

t 
School C1osure.s ( 0)  Y', 



F i g u r e  6-1 . Network of I s s u e  I n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s  



F i g u r e  6 -1  s h o w s  how t h e  i s s u e s  a re  i n t e r r e l a t e d .  I n - , t h i s  

d iagram,  i n t e r s e c t i n g  l i n e s  r e p e s e n t  i s s u e s  t h a t  a p p e a r  t o g e t h e r  i n  

news a r t i c l e s .  For example, r e a d i n g  t h e  f i g u r e  from l e f t  t o  r i g h t ,  i t  
;g 

can  bB shown t h a t  t h e  i%sue o f  s c h o o l  board a k o n o m y  a f f e c t e d  o r  was 

a f f e c t e d  by n i n e  o t h e r  i s s u e s :  r e s t r a i n t  e f f e c t s  o n  s t u d e n t s  and 

programsw, l a y o f f s /  j o b  s e c u r i t y ,  r o l l b a c  s /saQlar ies ,  s c h o o l  b o a r d  ' t 
2 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s ,  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n f n g ,  t e a c h e r  a c t i o n ,  School  

Act , t e a c h e r  e v a l u a t i o n ,  aqd cur r i cu lum.  F i g u r e  6-1 i l l u s t r a  t ies t h a t  

o n e  i s s u e  c a n n o t  b e  g e p a r a t e d  f r o m  o t h e r  i s s u e s .  The i s s u e s  are - . 
l i n k e d  i n  such  complex i ty ,  i t  fs d o h b t f u l  t h a t  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  r e a d e r  

c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  them.  ~ n a l ~ s i s  d f  a n  i s s u e  is d i f f i c u l t  becausd a n  

i s s u e  cannot  be c o n s i d e r e d  i n  i s o l a t i o n  a p a r t  f r o m  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o n  
-. 
3 

o t h e r  iss"es,  - -F ". 
? 

This  s e c t i o n  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  i s s u e s  as t h e y  w e r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  

news.  I n  news, i n f o r m a t i o n  is  most f r e q u e n t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  s o u r c e s ,  
+ -- 

,-I 

s o  q u o t a t i o n s  from s o u r c e s  form t h e  b u l k  o f  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n .  What 
5 -  

i n f o r m a t i o n  is p r e s e n t &  and how i t  is  p r e s e n t e d  have i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  
k 

t h e  newspaper r e a d e r ' s  k"no'wleage and  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of i s s u e s .  F o r  

t h i s  r e a s o n  q o t e  i s  made o f  m i s i r f o r m a t i o n  o r  d i s t o r t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  
& 

when i t  appeared.  General  comments  a re  a d d e d  when a n  i s s u e  cAn b e  +- 

u s e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  a p o i n t  on t h g  s t y l e  o f  newspaper r e p o r t i n g  o r  t h e  

r o l e  o f  t h e  newspaper i n  s o c i e t y .  



,- 

R e s t r a i n t  was t h e  key  i s s u e  in ,  the news d u r i n g  Vander  Z a l m t s  kerm 
! < / 

-- 6 

-? as M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  appea r in ;  72% o f  The Sun a n d  The P r o v i ,  - .  
OC r 

news  a r t i c l e s .  V a n d e r  Z a l m '  s name w a s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  r e s t r a i n t  

i m m e d i a t e l y  upon h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  t h e  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t r y :  a .  

V a n d e r  Z a l m  i s  known f o r  h i s  c o n s e r v a t i v e  policies i n  
.-* m u n i c i p a l  a f f a i r s  a n d  some e d u c a t i o n  ma t t e r s . .  . The 
.' g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  i n b t r u c t e d  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  75 autonomous -- s c h o o l  b o a r d s  t o  s l a s h  $60 m i l l i o n  f rom t h e i r  o p e r a t i n g  

b u d g e t s  i n  two p h a s e s  b e f o r e  March, 1981.  (PA1) 
3 

Schoo l  t r u s t e e  o f f i c i a l s  w i l l  meet Tuesday w i t h  V a n d e r  
ZaJm i n  V i c t o r i a  t o  p r o p o s e  t h a t  t h e  government  change  
t h e  s c h e d u l e  u n d e r  w h i c h  $kb ? a i l l i o n  m u s t  b e  c h o p p e d  

s from b o a r d  b u d g e t s .  (SA2) ' 

' 5  k$ - r. 
/ 

The b u d g e t  c u t s  s o o n  became a t t r i b u t e d  t o  Vander Z a l m :  

M i n i s t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r  Zalmls 
c u t  ... f rom i ts 1 9 8 2  b u d g e t .  

8 

~ d u c a  t i  02   in is t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r  ZalmJs o r d e r  t o  s l a s h  
s p e n d i n g  t o  t h e  t u n e  of $60 m i l l i o n .  (SS4)  

We g o n e  o h e  d a y  f o r  Remembrance  Day a n d  one  d a y  f o r  
Vander Zalm's c u t s .  ( s t u d e n t )  (PN7) 

The  i n i t i a l  a r t i c l & s  d i d  n o t  e x p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  m e a s u r e s  

h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  V a n ? i e r ' Z a l m f s  

a p p o i n t m e r i t .  T h e s e  was a h i n t  of i t  i n  one  of BCTF P r e s i d e n t  ~ a r &  

K u e h n l s  f i rs t  r e m a r k s :  



i - .z 

1 ... t h e y  b r o u g h t  i n  t h e * s e c o n d  l e v e l  [ o f  budge t  c u t s f  
and t h e n  they  threw i n  Vander Zalm. ( PA11 

- T 

F .  

Kuehn s t a t e d  i t  p o r e  c l e a r l y  ' e i g h t  m o n t h s  l a t e r  a f t e r  Vander Z a l m  J- 

announced he  was l e a v i n g  p r o v i n c i a l  p o l i t i c s .  1 

"t 
U l t i m a t e l y  t h e  p r q ~ ~ e m s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  

.-c -. y e a r  are n o t  j u s t  Bi19 Vander Zalm. The c u t b a c k s  w e r e  
P "  a n n o b n c e d  b e f o r e  h e  was  a p p o i n t e d  m i n i s t e r .  He was 

P A c a r r y i n g  o u t  government p o l i c y .  (PAp4) 
I 

- - 

The BCTF p r e s i d e n t  d i d  n o t  view Vander Z a l m  as a  puppet  f o l l o w i n g  

governm&nt ,bo l i cy  %p t o  t h a t  end p ~ i n t  b u t  a s  a n  i n i t i a t o r  i n  i t :  -- * -" - . ** 4 

y-, ,' 

" T k  governmknt'.h.as i n j e c t e d  a n o t h e r  e l e m e n t  w i t h  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  'of d e s t r u c t i o n ,  d i s r u p t i o n  a n d  G h a o s ,  " 
~ u e h n  t o l d *  abou t  400. t e a c h e r s  . . . " A l l  t h i s  stems from 
h i s  [ V a n d e r  Z a l m l s ]  "know n o t h i n g  a t t i t u d e  a b o u t  
e d u c a t i o n ;  :.. Kuehn, who r e c e i v e d  a  s t a n d i n g  o v a t i o n  
from c o n f e r e n c e  d e l e g a t e s ,  s a i d  t h e  c u t b a c k s  " t h r e a t e n  
t h e  v e r y  - n a t u r e  of pub l i - c  s c h o o l s n  and r e p r e s e n t  t h e  
most s e r i a u s  e d u c a t i o n  c r i s i s  s i r i c e  t h e  D e p r e s s i o n .  

* (SA51 

D 

H e  and o t h e r s  r e p e a t e d  t h i s " i d e a  t h a t  c u t g a c k s  c r e a t e d  a  c r i s i s :  

I s q e  us a l l  f a c i n g  B d % s a s t e r  i n  t h i s  p r o v i n c e  -- 
a the rG1  s no way o u t  o f  i t .  (Kaehn, PA71 . - 

". . . j u s t  s c r a t c h i n g  the: s u r f a c e n  o f  t h e  d i s a s t e r  t h a t  
1 i s  g o i n g  t o  h a p p e n ' t o  . t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  i f  t h e  

government c o n t i n u e s  its p r e s e n t  c o u r s e .  (Kuehn, SA9) 

Wetre . t a l k i n g  a b o u t  a  r e a l  c r i s i s .  ( t e a c h e r ,  PS2) .- 
s .  

I t ' s  a  cl!io$ed t h i n g  t o  s a y ,  I know, b u t  t h e r e ' s  a  
c r i s i s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  coming. ( t e a c h e r ,  PS13) 



... t h e  c r i s i s  i n  s c h o o l  f i n a n c i n g  c o u l d  e a s i l y  b e  
r e s o l v e d  i f  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  a g r e e  t o  c u t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
days .  (Vander  ZaLm, SS10) 

' 

Vander Z a l m  h a s  been a t  l o g g e r  heads  w i t h  bo th  t r u s t e e s  
and t e a c h e r s  o v e r  p l o w  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  s h o u l d  c u t  $60 

' m i l l i o n  f rom t h e i r  b u d g e t s ,  and both  g r o u p s  i n s i s t  t h a t  

> .- t h e  m i n i s t e r  h a s  been i n f l e x i b l e .  M e a n w h i l e  a p a t c h -  
w o r k  s o l u t i o n  -- some i n v o l v i n g  heavy job and program 
c u t s  -- h a s  developed i n  B.C. ' s  7 5  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ,  
and  s o u r c e s  i n d i c a t e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  " a t m o s p h e r e  o f  c r i s i s .  ( r e p o r t e r ,  
PS17)- 

A s  t h e  q u o t e  above i n d i c a t e s ,  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i n  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  i s s u e  ' 

was between Vander Z a l m  and b o t h  t e a c h e r s  a n d  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s .  The 

v i e w s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s b e r  Vander Z a l m ;  t h e  P r e  i d e n t  of  t h e  BCTF, 
,J-. 
;ii a 
L a r r y  Kuehn; and t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f .  t h e  BCSTA, Gary Begin ,  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  

t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  c o n f l i c t .  

Vander Z a l m  g a v e  h i s  r e a s o n s  why t h e r e  'was a need f o r  r e s t r a i n t :  

"I d o n 1  t t h i n k  i t 1 $  r e a s o n a b l e  for a g o v e r n m e n t  t o  
'_ spend money i t  d o e s n ' t  h a v e , "  he s a i d  . .. V a n d e r  Z a l m  

t o l d  r e p o r t e r s  h e  t h o u g h t  B r i t i s h  Columbians were  t o o  
- u s e d  t o  good t i m e s .  ( P A 7 )  

We c a n  ' t p r i n t  money. ( SS6 ) 
- 

I know p e o p l e  a r e  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  $60 m i l l i o n  w i l l  
m e a n  t h e  e n d  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
b e c a u s e  i f  money a n d  e x p e r t i s e  were t h e  a n s w e r  we 
s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  b e s t  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  world . .  . We c'an 
l o o k  a t  r e s t r a i n t  as  a c h a l l e n g e  and a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
q u e s t i o n  w h a t ' s  happen ing  i n  t h e  sys tem. .  . t h e  changes  
t h a t  r e s u l t  f r o m  r e s t r a i n t  may b e  o f  b e n e f i t  i n  t h e  
l o n g  h a u l .  (-PS5) 

"We m u s t  a l l  g i v e  a  l i t t l e , "  h e  s a i d  ... e d u c a t i o n  i s  
n o t  b e i n g  s i n g l e d  o u t  f o r  r e s t r a i n t . .  . Even w i t h  t h e  
c u r r e n t  r o u n d  o f  r e s t r a i n t ,  " t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  



c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  have i n c r e d s e d  by 1 5  p e r  
c e n t  i n  1982 compared t o  a n  o v e r a l l  p r o v i n c i a l  i n c r e a s e  
i n  spend ing  o f  o n l y  e i g h t  .per c e n t , "  h e  s a i d .  (SO131 

He [Vander Z a l m ]  s a i d  h e  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s t i l l  
p l a c e s  w h e r e  fa t  c o u l d  be c u t  w i t h o u t  hav ing  t h e  b a s i c  
q u a l i t y  of e d u c a t i o n  d e c l i n e .  (PN2) 

T h e  c o r r e l a t i o n s  s h o w  t h a t  t h r o w i n g  money a t  t h e  
p rob lem i s n ' t  t h e  a n s w e r .  I ' v e  a l w a y s  s a i d  t h a t  i f  
d o l l a r s  were  t h e  answer ,  w e  shou ld  have had u t o p i a  l o n g  
ago.  (PD3) 

The m i n i s t y  s a i d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  sys tem h a s  t o  do its 
s h a r e  o f  c u t t i n g  back i n  tough  economic t i m e s ,  "and w e  
c a n  come o u t  much s t r o n g e r  f o r  w h a t ' s  happening.  " The 
f r e e - s p e n d i n g  a t t i t u d e s  , t f  f_$ f e w  y e a r s  Ago w e r e n '  t 
p a r t i c u l a r l , ~  h e a l t h y  h e  s a i d .  "To n a i s e  a w h o l e  
g e n e r a t i o n  i n  a time when y o u ' r e -  s i m p l y  g i v i n g  a n d  -. 
whenever a r e q u e s t  comes you somehow accommodate, i t  and 
t h e r e  is l i t t l e  r e q u e s t  t o  a c c o u n t  f o r  w h a t  e v e r  i s  
b e i n g  a s k e d ,  I t h i n k  [ t h a t  i s ]  r a i s i n g  a n  u n h e a l t h y  
s o c i e t y .  (SF51 

" E d u c a t i o n  i s  a  p r i o r i t y  . . . when y o u  t a l k  a b o u t  
c h a n g i n g  t h e  government l e t  me t e l l  you t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  
m u s t  c o n s i d e r  more i n  i t s  mind, t h a n  j u s t  one a s p e c t  of  
l i f e . . "  To a  p e r s i s t e n t  h e c k l e r  who c h i d e d  him a b o u t  
e d u c a t i o n  c u t  b a c k s ,  Vander  ~ a l m  r e t o r t e d :  "There h a s  
t o  be a b a l a n c e  and I d o n ' t  w a n t - t o  be  a  p a r t  of t h e  
s o r t  of s e l f i s h  s o c i e t y  you a r e  t a l k i n g  a b o u t . "  (SAp3) 

, . L a r r y  Kuehn,  t h e  P r e s - i d e n t  o f  t h e  BCTF 0ppose .d  Vander  Zalmls 

v iews  on r e s t r a i n t :  4?' 

; Kuehn s a i d  ,. " o n c e  members r e a l i z e d  how s e r i o u s l y -  t h e  
c u t s  would a f f e c t  t h e i r  work and t h e i r  s t u d e n t s ,  t h e y  
vo ted  s t r o n g l y  i n  f a v o r  of  opposing them. " (PA5) 

The message i s  t h a t  t o  h i s  government , .  e d u c a t i o n  i s  n o t  ' 
> .  

a  h i g h  p r i o r i t y .  (PSI 8) 
-* 

He [ K u e h n ]  a c c u s e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  u s i n g  t h e  
d e p r e s s e d  economy a s  a s m o k e s c r e e n  t o  f u l f i l l  l o n g -  



s t a n d i n g  p l a n s  t o  r e d u c e  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s .  Kuehn ,  
c la imed t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  l a c k e d  p r i o r i t i e s ,  b o r r o w i n g  
m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  f o r  B. C .  Hydro and B.G. Railway, 
w h i l e  r e f u s i n g  t o  do t h e  same on a  s h o r t - t e r m  b a s i s  f o r  
e d u c a t i o n ,  h e a l t h  and o t h e r  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s .  ( S A 5 )  

Kuehn i n s i s t s  t h a t  a n y ' s o l u t i o n  t h a t  d o e s  n o t  i n v o l v e  
more  money i s  a  t e m p o r a r y  p a t c h .  "You can o n l y  g i v e  
blood s o  many times b e f o r e  you have none l e f t . "  (PSI81 

K u e h n  u r g Q d  a  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  
c u t b a c k s  t h r o u g h  p e t i t i o n s ,  l e t t e r s ,  s p e e c h e s  a n d  
s u p p o r t  f o r  l o c a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d  c a n d i d a t e s  who w i l l  
f i g h t  t h e  c u t s .  (SO131 

A s i x - p e r - c e n t - i n c r e a s e  would  a l l o w  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  t o  
m a i n t a i n  a  b a r e l y  a d e q u a t e  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  w i t h o u t  
m a s s i v e  f i r i n g s  and d e s t r u c t 5 b n  o f  s c h o a l  programs and 
s e r v i c e s  t o  c h i l d r e n .  Anything l e s s  t h a n  t h a t  would b e  
d i s a s t r o u s  t o  e d u c a t i o n .  (PN1) 

Most t e a c h e r  s p o k e s p e r s o n s  on r e s t r a i n t  backed t h e  s e n t i m e n t  of 
V 

BCTF P r e s i d e n t ,  L a r r y  Kuehn. For example:  

. . . t e a c h e r  . . . d e s c r i b e d  a s  " m i n d - b o g g l i n g n  Vander 
Z a l m t s  r e a s o n i n g  i n  e x p l a i n i n &  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  p r o g r a m .  
(SO1 3) 

Some 1 5 , 0 0 0  t e a c h e r s  i n  1 1  Lower M a i n l a n d  t e a c h i n g  
d i s t r i c t s  p l a n  t o  s t e p  up t h e  f u n d i n g  war w i t h  a  
$ 2 0 , 0 0 0  a n t i - c u t b a c k  c a m p a i g n  t o  t e l l  t h e  p u b l i c  how 
s c h o o l s  a r e  h u r t i n g .  nWe want t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  
w h a t  t h e  b u d g e t s  a r e  d o i n g , "  s a i d  C a l v e r t  Moore ,  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  D e l t a  Teachers '  A s s o c i a t i o n .  (PN3) 

T h e r e  was. some i n d i c a t i o n  i n  t h e  news a r t i c l e s ,  however, t h a t  . 
. \ 

showed t e a c h e r  o p i n i o n  d i d  va ry .  Cons ide r ing  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Kuehn h a d  ' 

a l r e a d y  s t a t e d  t h e  BCTF s t r o n g l y  o p p o s e d  r e s t r a i n t ,  t h e  q u o t a t i o n  

below i s  i n c o n g r u e n t .  

To c a l l  B i l l  V a n d e r  Zalm t h e  e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r  is  t o  



make a  j o k e  -- a v e r y  b l a c k  j o k e  -- t o  t e a c h e r s  who 
t a l k e d  w i t h  The P r o v m  i n  t h e  l a s t  few d a y s . .  , None 
o f  t h e  t e a c h e r s  would be i d e n t i f i e d .  They d i d  n o t  .want  
t o  be  s e e n  a s  b r e a k i n g  r a n k  w i t h  t h e  B.C. T e a c h e r s 1  
F e d e r a t i o n ,  w h i c h  a l l  s a i d  t h e y  f u l l j r  s u p p o r t .  But 
t h e y  l a s h e d  V a n d e r  Zalm as  u n i n f o r m e d ,  a p o l i t i c a l  
p a n d e r e r  t o  r e d n e c k s ,  g u t l e s s  a n d  o b s t i n a t e .  They  
a g r e e d  tha t$conomic  r e s t r a i n t  is n e c e s s a r y  b u t  w a r n  
t h a t  i m p o r t a n t  programs,  some d e v e l o p e d  o v e r  15 o r  more 
y e a r s ,  w i l l  d i e .  (PSI31  

I f  t h e s e  t e a c h e r s  " a g r e e  t h a t  economic r e s t r a i n t  is  n e c e s s a r y , "  , 

t h e y  are " b r e a k i n g  r a n k  w i t h  t h e  B.C. T e a c h e r s  F e d e r a t i o n n .  They  

c a n n o t ,  w i t h  t h i s  v i e w ,  " f u l l y  s u p p o r t "  t h e  BCTF b e c a u s e ,  i n  Augus t ,  

BCTF I1opposed them [ b u d g e t  c u t s ]  c o m p l e t e l y w  (PA5). T h i s  c o u l d  b e  a 

c a s e  o f  a r e p o r t e r  t r y i n g  t o  f i t  h i s  v i e w s  i n t o  a s t o r y  by h a v i n g  

4" o t h e r s  s a y  what  h e  w a n t s  t o  s a y .  

T h e r e  were t h r e e  o t h e r  i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  n o t  a l l  t e a c h e r s  
b 

' ( i n c l u d e s  p r i n c i p a l s  who a r e  BCTF m e m b e r s )  were i n  t o t a l  a g r e e m e n t  

w i t h  t h e  BCTF, p o s i t i o n  o n  r e s t r a i n t :  

S h e  s a i d  t e a c h e r s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  e v e r y o n e  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l  s y s t e m  w i l l  h a v e  t o '  be p r e p a r e d  t o  make -some 
s a c r i f i c e s  i n  t h e  new y e a r .  ( t e a c h e r ,  PS6 . . 

" ~ e s t r a i n t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h e  s a y s .  "But c a l m l y  --' n o t  by  
s h o t g u n  method.  " ( p r i n c i p a l  , PSI 2)  

"He acknowledges  t h e  . n e e d  f o r  r e s t r a i n t  and r e c o g n i z e s  
'we h a v e  t o  d o  o u r  b i t ,  I b u t  t h e  way t h e  c u t s  h a v e  been  

made i s  i n e x c u s a b l e .  ( p r i n c i p a l ,  SO91 

Gary Beg in ,  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  BCSTA opposed  Vander Z a l m  on  t h e  

i s s u e  of r e s t r a i n t  b u t  from a  d i f f e r e n t  view t h a n  t h e  i e a c h e r s .  F i r s t  



' h e  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  t h e  r e q u e s t  f o r  c u t b a c k s  which  came after 
Y 9 

t h e  b u d g e t s  had b e e n  a p p r o v e d  a n d  s a l a r y  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  

made. 

* 

The a s s o c i a t i o n  [BCSTA] wants7311 t h e  c u t s  t o  be made 
i n  1983 when t h e  c u r r e n t  ag reemen t  e x p i r e s .  (PA11 

V a n d e r . ^ S c h o o l  B o a r d  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  government  on  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  t h e  

* b u d g e t  c u t s :  
/ 
/' 

2 

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Z a l m  s a i d  h e  i s  p r e p a r e d  
t o  i n t r o d u c e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  e n f o r c e  a  $ 6 0  m i l l i o n  
s b h o o l  b o a r d  b u d g e t  c u t ,  d e s p i t e  a n  u p c o m i n g  c o u r t  
c h a l l e n g e  by t h e  V a n c o u v e r  S c h o o l  B o a r d  a g a i n s t  t h e  
c u t .  T h e  m i n i s t e r  h a s  g i v e n  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  u n t i l  
September  15 t o  come u p  w i t h  r e v i s e d  b u d g e t s  ... "It's a 
n o - w i n  s i t u a t i o n , "  s a i d  B .C .  S c h o o l  T r u s t e e s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  P r e s i d e n t  G a r y  B e g i n  ... a d d i n g  t e a c h e r s  
w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  h a v e  t o  a c c e p t  j o b  m o d i f i c a t i o n s ,  
s a l a r y  r o l l  backs  o r  t e r m i n a t i o n s .  (PA51 

The  s i t u a t i o n  be tween t h e  b o a r d s  and t h e  government  was s t r a i n e d  
. , 

w h e n  o n l y  26 o f  7 5  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  h a d  t h e i r  b u d g e t s  r e d u c e d  b y  

SeptemBi.e.r 1 5 .  The  c o u r t s  had n o t  y e t  r u l e d  on  w h e t h e r  t h e  c u t s  were .' 
l e g a l .  

m 

R e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t r u s t e e s  and t h e  m i n i s t e r  h a v e  
d e t e r i o r a t e d ,  as a m e s s a g e  s e n t  f r o m -  t h e  t r u s t e e s  t o  
Vander Z a l m  and r e l e a s e d  by him shows. 

b e c o m e s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  y o u r  -7 

g o v e r n m e n t  i s  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  e c o n o m i c  r e s t r a i n t  
s o l u t i o n s  d e s i g n e d  t o  min imize  damage t o  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  w o r k i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  s y s t e m ,  B e g i n ' s  
m e s s a g e  s a i d . . .  m y o u r  s w e e p i n g  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s  . . .  



l e a v e  many b o a r d s  w i t h  n o  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  c r e a t e  
' w h o l e s a l e  unemployment among s c h o o l  board  employees.  . . 

(SS6) 

s c h o o l  b o a r d  c h a i r p e r s a n s  and  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  q u o t e d  s u p p o r t e d  

Beg in ' s  v iews.  For  example:  
1 

. . . w e  c a n n o t  c u t  o u t  a n y  more money from o u r  budget  - 
d) 

w i t h o u t  d e c i m a t i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t e m . .  . ( s c h o o l  
board '  c h a i r p e r s o n ,  SS4) , 

. . . t r u s t e e s  . . . s a i d  a  t e l eg ram t o  Ed'ucation M i n i s t e r  
B i l l  V a n d e r  Zalm s h o u l d  f o r g o  t h e  u s u a l  t i t l e  o f  
" H o n o r a b l e n  b e c a u s e  " w h a t  w e ' r e  d o i n g  i s  n o t  a n  
honorab le  t h i n g . "  ( s c h o o l  t r u s t e e ,  PS16) 

When t h e  c o u r t  r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  c u t s  were  l e g a l ,  on September 1 6 ,  

t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  s e a r c h e d  f o r  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  budget  c u t s .  

"The c o u p  t d e c i s i o n s  l e g i t i m i z e s  l a y o f f s  which boards  
have been h e s i t a n t  t o  e n a c t ,  " Begin s a i d .  (SS7)  

B e g i n  s a i d  l a y o f - f s  s h o u l d  be postponed i f  Vander Zalm 
a l l o w s  a l l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  t o  be c l o s e d  f o r  f i v e  d a y s  
b e f o r e  Chr i s tmas  v a c a t i o n .  (PS10) 

Vander Zalml s r e s p o n s e  was : 

"The c i r c l e s  I walk i n  would o n l y  view a  week shutdown 
a s  a h o l i d a y  f o r  t e a c h e r s . "  CPS10) 

, - 
i r *  -- ' 

The s e a r c h  f o r  s o l u t i o n s  moves t h e  problem o f  r e s t r a i n t  f r o r n ' a  g e n e r a l  
3 ,  

i s s u e  t o  s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s  s u c h  a s  l a y o f f s ,  s o  t h e  e v e n t s  d i s e u s s e d  

by Begin under t h e  c a t e g o r y  r e s t r a i n t  w i l l  c l o s e  a t  t h i s  p o i n t .  . 



I n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e  

e i t h e r  Vander Z a l m  o r  

commentaries s u p p o r t e d  t h e  v iews  o f  r e s t r a i n t  of  

L a r r y  Kuehn of t h e  BCTF. Many a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  - 

BCTF t h a t  t h e  more money s p e n t  on e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  b e t t e r  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  

e d u c a t i o n .  

U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  i t  s e e m s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s n t  t t o o  
concerned  w i t h  e d u c a t i o n  a s  s u c h  i n  making i t s  c u t s  ... 
i t  i s  f o c u s i n g  on f i g u r e s ,  n o t  on e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o r  t h e  
b e s t  buy f o r  i ts  buck. . (PES1) 

Tha t  would c e r t a i n l y  s a v e  money, b u t  a t  a t e r r i b l e  c o s t  , 

t o  o u r  c h i l d r e n  and t h e  s y s t e m  i t s e l f .  . . ' i f .  V i c t o r i a  
p u s h e s  f o r  a n y  o f  t h e  o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e s  e x c e p t  
emergency borrowing and s e r i o u s  p l a n n i n g ,  wef  11 h a v e  a  
p l a i n  E n g l i s h  word f o r  c h i l d r e n ,  p a r e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and 
tax p a y e r s :  v i c t i m s .  (PCA2) 

. . .' more d r a s t i c  c h t s  t o  s c h o o l  b u d g e t s ,  c r e a t e d  a  
s t a t e  o f  emergency i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  sys tem.  ( S C S 5 ) ,  

I, h a v e  h a d  t h e  " a d v a n t a g e "  o f  b e i n g  e d u c a t e d  i n  
c l a s s r o o m s  e x c e e d i n g  40 t o  5 0  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h a t  
e x p e r i e n c e  was euough f o r  me t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  
e f f e c t s  o n  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e s e  c u t s  a r e  m a k i n g .  . ( PLS5 

By i m p o s i n g  s u c h  m a s s i v e  r e s t r a i n t s  on s c h o o l  b o a r d s  
and by b e i n g  s o  u n r e s p o n s i v e  t o  a l t e r n a t i v e  p l a n s P f o r  

, s a v i n g  d o l l a r s ,  M r .  Vander  Z a l m  i s  f o r c i n g  t e a c h e r  
l a y - o f f s  and t h u s  d e p r i v i n g  our  c h i l d r e n  o f  t h e  q u a l i t y  
o f  e d u c a t i o n  t h e y  n e e d  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e .  L 

( PLS19 

Now, a s  m i n i s t e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n  ben t  on "tr imming t h e  f a t  
from t h e  o p e r a t i o n n ,  h e  i s  busy dismembering t h e  e n t i r e  
sys tem.  ( SLOt 6 

T r u s t e e s  have s t o p p e d  wonder ing when t h e  nex t  shoe  ~$11 
drop .  They j u s t  want  t o  know yhen B i l l  Vander Zalm i s  
f i n a l l y  c o m i n g  t o  b u r n  down t h e  s c h o o l  h o u s e  a n d  
r e l i e v e  them o f  t h e  m i s e r y .  (PCN13) 

S o a r e d  p o l i c i e s  and c u t b a c k s  a r e  promot ing t h e  d e c l i n e  



k 

o f  t h e  p r o d u c t i v e  c i t i z e n  and t a x  payer  of t h e  f u t u r e .  
Jt is  p a i n f u l l y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h i s  g o v e r n m e n t  d o e s  n o t  

v i e w  o u r  s t u d e n t s  as  an,  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  
(PLJ41) 

. . . t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  m a u l e d  by r e s t r a i n t  and  i n  
c r i s i s .  i PCMI 5) 

' 1  

One n e w s  a r t i c l e  g i v i n g  r F s u l t s  o f  a p r o v i n c i a l  s u r v e y  o f  

e d u c a t i o n  c o s t s  p r e s e n t e d  a c a s e f ~  c o u n t e r  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  

more  money s p e n t  on e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  b e t t e r  t h e  qua ' l i ty .  The Prov- 

a r t i c l e  e n t i t l e d  "B .C .  e d u c a t i o n  f i g u r e s  c o n t r a d i c t  c o n v e n t i o n a l  
*-. 

wisdomw s t a t e d  : 

. . . r e s u l  t s were  compared t o  t h e  amount of  moneg b e i n g  
s p e n t .  o n  e a c h  c h i l d  ... t h e  a v e r a g e  a m o u n t  s p e n t  
p r o v i n c e  w i d e  p e r  p u p i l  was $ 3 , 2 8 2 . 7 0 .  S c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t s  who s p e n t  l e s s  t h a n  92 p e r c e n t  o f  t h a t  amount 
e n d e d  u p  w i t h  test  r e s u l t s  a b o u t  t h r e e  p e r c e n t  above 

*- 
t h e  ' p r o v i n c i a l  rnorm. ( PD3) I 

P 

Gary B e g i n  s u & e s t e d  t h e  p u b l i c  s h o u l d  remember t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

r e a s o n s  f o r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  c o s t s :  I 

Vander 

But BCSTA p r e s i d e n t  Gary Begin i s  w o r r i e d , t h a t  t h e  b a r e  
s t a t i s t i c s  w i t h  no  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  why c o s t s  i n  some 
d i s t r i c t s  a r e  h i g h e r  than  i n  o t h e r s  cou ld  be m i s l e a d i n g  
and "used i n  a  v e r y  n e g a t i v e  way." (SD8) 

/ 

Zalmls  r e s p o n s e  was : 

. . . t h r o w i n g  money ' a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s n l  t t h e  answer.  
(PD3)  



Bewley , was t h e  o n l y  c o l u m n i s t  t o  speak  e x p l i c i t l y  i n  ' f a v o r  o f  

r e s t r a i n t .  

Those  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and p o l i t i c i a n s  who 
are l i v i d  w i t h  rage ... a r e  o p e r a t i n g  under  two s e r i o u s  
m i s c o n c e p t i o n s . .  . . The s e c o n d  i s  t h a t  t h e  more money 

+ . you throw 'at e d u c a t i o n  and t h e  mo e  o u  i n s i s t  o n  t h e  /" s o - c a + l l e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s t a t u s  o f  t e a c h e f s ,  t h e  more 
,/ r e a d i l y  you p o s s e s s  t h e  k e y s  t o  " q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n w .  

- (SCJ11) 

A number of  e d i t o r i a l  comments suppor ted  r e s t r a $ n t :  

. . . t h e r e  c a n  be no j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  r e f u s i n g  t o  
a c c e p t  t h e  need f o r  r e s t r a i n t .  (SEA1) 

A s  unhappy  a s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  may be f o r  a l l  concerned ,  
tho  r e a l i t y  i s  t h a t  t h e  government s imply  c a n n o t  a f f o r d  
a n  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  as r i c h  a s  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t s  budgeted f o r  t h e  coming s c h o o l  y e a r .  (SEA21 

The p r o v i n c e ' s  t r e a s u r y  d o e s  h a v e  a  s e r i o u s  revenue  
s h o r t f a l l . .  . . T r u s t e e s  a n d  t h z  g o v e r n m e n t  n e e d  e a c h  
o t h e r  I s  c o - o p e r a t i o n  if budge t s  a r e  t o  be c u t  i n  ways 
l e a s t  damaging t o  s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n - s y s t e m .  
( PES3 ) 

J u s t  o v e r  h a l f  o f  t h e  4 7  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  m e n t i o n i n g  
- 

r e s t r a i n t ,  s u p p o r t e d  Vander Z a l m f s  r e s t r a i n t  program. 

Wading t h r o u g h  t h e  f l o o d  o f  p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  proposed 
r e d d c t i o n  i n  t h e  e s n a l a t i n g  c o s t s  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  one  h a s  
t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  i n  t h e  m i n d s  o f  t h e  p r o t e s t e r s  t h e  
purpose  o f  t h e  s y s t e m  is p r i m a r i l y  t o  p r o v i d e  w e l l - p a i d  
j o b s  f o r  e d u c a t o r s  w i t h  t h e  maximum s e c u r i t y ,  p e n s i o n s ,  
v a c a t i o n s  a n d  f r i n g e  b e n e f i t s  a n d  s e c o n d a r i l y  t o  

,p roduce  e d u c a t e d  s t u d e n t s .  (PLS13) 



M r .  Vander  Zalmfs c r i m e  i s  t h a t  h e  h a s  b e e n  s a y i n g  - 
t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a n  e n d  t o  t h e  a n n u a l  a s t r o n o m i c a i ~  
i n c r e a s e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  c o s t s .  The sc reams  o f  o u t r a g e  
i n v a r i a b l y  f o c u s  o n  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  i f  h e  h a s  h i s  w a y ,  
t h e  " q u a l i t y n  - o f  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  be d r a s t i c a l l y  c u t .  
Who do  t h e s e  peop le  t h i n k  t h e y  a r e  k i d d i n g ?  (PLS15) 

R e s t r a i n t  i s ,  a n  a b s o l u t e  n e c e s s i t y  i n  t h e s e  time9-of 
s h r i n k i n g  r e v e n u e s . .  . l e t  u s  r e ~ o g n i z e  t h e  B C T F f s  - 
c h a r g e  t h a t  t h e  government i s  d e s t r b y i n g  t h e  quali%$ o f  
e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  h y p o c r i t i c a l  and self s & r v i n g  d r i v e l  
t h a t  i t  is.  (PL021) 

He [ V a n d e r  Z a l m ]  i s  a c c u s e d  o f  c r i p p l i n g  p u b l i c  
c a u s e  h e  i s  making t h e  c u t b a c k s  t h a t  m u s t  
a n y  p e o p l e  r e a l i z e  we have b a s i c  e d u c a t i o n -  
o u s  c o s t .  (SLN27) 

s t e r  o f  e d u c a t i o n  who d e n i e d  p u b l i c  f u n d s  
e v e r  b e e n  p o p u l a r  w i t h  t h o s e  [ t e a c h e r s  a n d  s c h o o l .  - 
t r u s t e e s ]  p e o p l e ? )  H i s  f a u l t s  was t o  a r t i c u l a t e  r a t h e r  
t o o  b o l d l y  t h e  o p i n i o n s  a b o u t  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  i t s  
c o s t s  h e l d  by many peop le . .  . N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  i t  would be 
a s a d  day  f o r  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  i f  a m i n i s t e r  r e t i r e d  
e v e r y  t i m e  a s p e c i a l  i n t e r e , s t  g r o u p  was o f f e n d e d  by 
p o l i c i e s  i n t e n d e d  t o  s p r e a d  t h e  b u r d e n  m o r e  f a i r l y .  
(SLAp42 

, *  

T h e  v i e w s  o f  V a n d e r  Z a l m  a n d  K u e h n  p r o v i d e d  m o s t  o f  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e  commentaries.  Writers e i t h e r  s u p p o r t e d  pr opposed 
d 

them. T6e commentar ies  d i d  n o t  i n v e s t i g a t e  background on t h e  i s s u e  o r  

q u e s t i o n  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  t h e  J e a d e r s  v i e w s .  B e c a u s e  new 

i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  o t h e r  p o i n t s  o f  view was B o t  p r e s e n t e d ,  t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  
1 

.4" -4 

on t h e  i s s u e  is l i m i t e d  and i n c o m p l e t e .  

The f i g u r e  $60 m i l l i o n  a p p e a r e d  i n  1 9  o f  26 -and 22 o f  30 

P r o v i n c e  news a r t i c l e s  f o r  A u g u s t  a n d  S e p t e m b e r .  No b a c k g r o u n d  

i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  c u t b a c k  was prov ided  by r e p o r t e r s  o r  commentators.  

T h e r e  w a s  no  m e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  c u t b a . c k  a s  a  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t o t a l  



138. 

e d u c a t i o n  b u d g e t ,  no c o n n e c t i o n s  made t o  any  change  i n  t o t a l  

p r o v i n c i a l  revenue,  no i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  the1 government 's  " a b i l i t y  t o  
I_ 

p a y n -  the f u l l  amount of t h e  educa t ion  budget wi thout  c u t t i n g  t h e  $60 - 
m i l l i o n .  

The newspaper  a u d i e n c e  wa+s s i m p l y  ' t o l d  t h e  budget must be c u t  

. because ' t he  government could no t  a f f o r d  i t .  S i x t y  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  was 

a l w a y s  p re sen t ed  a s  a  c u t  a l though Vander Zalm s t a t e d  " the  p rov inc i a l  - 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  have increased  by 17% i n  1982" ( S 0 1 3 ) .  

He a l s o  s a i d  " t eache r  or  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s a l a r i e s  have r i s e n  68 per  c e n t  

s i n c e  1978 and t h e  c o s t  p e r  p u p i l  i n  B. C. s i n c e  1978 r o s e  f rom $1 ,824 

on  a v e r a g e  t o  $3 , 283 " ( PF 1 1 ) . There was never any comment on these  

f i g u r e s ,  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  b u d g e t  i n c r e a s e d  f rom 

$1.44 b i l l i o n  i n  1981 t o  $1.67 b i l l i o n  i n  1982 (BCSTA, 1981, 1982) .  , 

Gary Begin of t h e  BCSTA sugges ted  t h e  gove rnmen t  was  n o t  u s i n g  

t h e  t a x  money a p p r o p r i a t e l y  : 

When 1 9 8 2  p r o p e r t y  a s s e s s m e n t s  sky  r o c k e t e d  and  a  
- cor responding  h i g h e r  s c h o o l  t a x  was l e v i e d  ... more 

money came f l o w i n g  i n t o  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c o f f e r s .  "1 
would l i k e  t o  know i f  t h e y ' r e  s p e n d i n g  a l l  t h a t  o n  
e d u c a t i o n  o r  w h e t h e r  i t ' s  b e i n g  s i p h o n e d  o f f , "  s a i d  
Gary Begin. (PA81 

T h i s  r a i s e d  t h e  s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n  of  government t r u s t  y e t  no f u r t h e r  

Ip e x p l a n a t i o n  was e v e r  g i v e n .  @ o t h e r  s o u r c e ,  r e p o r t e r ,  e d i t o r ,  

c o l u m n i s t  o r  letter t o  t h e  e d i t o r  i n v e s t i g a t e d  t h i s q u e r y  of Begin's.  

* The mystery o f  government f i nance  still hovered months l a t e r .  
i' 

' w 



What w e  sugges ted  was t h a t  t h e  governmept shou ld  commit 
themse lves  t o  p r o v i d e  from t h e  g e n e r a l  r e v e n u e s  o f  t h e  * 

p r o v i n c e  a p e r c e n t a g e  a t  l e a s t  e q u a l  t o  t h e  a v e r a g e  
p e r c e n t a g e  t h a t a  i s  c o m m i t t e d  by o t h e r  p r o v i n c e s  i n  
Canada.  S t u d i e s  have shown t h a t  B,C. c o n t r i b u t e s  only 
32.6 p e r  c e n t  o f  s c h o o l  budge t s  from g e n e r a l  r e v e n u e s ,  
compared w i t h  62.1 p e r  c e n t  i n  A l b e r t a  and 50.6 p e r c e n t  - 
i n  O n t a r i o .  The r e s t  i s  f i n a n c e d  t h r o u g h  p r o p e r t y  
t a x e s .  (BCTF spokesperson ,  PM13) 

From t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  coverage  on r e s t r a i n t  u n t i l  t h e  end,  a 
0 

number o f  q u e s t i o n s  were  l e f t  unaddressed.  The newspaper a u d i e n c e  had 
# 

. no  c l e a r  s e n s e  o f  t h e  r e a s o n ;  f o r  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  o t h e r  t h a n  Vander 

Zalmls e x p l a n a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  government d i d  n o t  have t h e  monies. Begin 
&> , . t 

s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  government d i d  have t h e  money and had s iphoned i t  
a 

o f f .  The p u b l i c  never  found o u t .  i f  t h i s  was t r p e ,  i f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  t a x  . 

money t h e y  p a i d  f o r  s c h o o l s  g o t  i n t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  fund.  The news 

a u d i e n c e  was a l s o  l e f t  w o d r i n g  why e d u a a t i o n  g e t s  s o  l i t t l e  f r o m  
f" 

g e n e r a l  r e v e n u e  and  s o  much through p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  compared t o  o t h e r  
C 

prov inces .  The p u b l i c  w a s  . l e d  t o  b e l i e v e  by t h e  r e p e a t e g  p h r a s e ,  

b u d g e t  c u t s ,  t h a t  . t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  had c u t  b a c k  i t s  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  

e d u c a t i o n  i n  1982,  when i n  f a c t ,  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  h a d  
, 

i n c r e a s e d  i n  1982. ' ~ i n a n c e  i n  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a v e r y  complex matter bu t  

t h e  newspaper, by r a i s i n g  i s s u e s  on  t h e  matter and  never  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  

t h e i r  a n s w e r s ,  l e a v e s  i t s  a u d i e n c e  a t  l o d s e  e n d s  a n d  u n a b l e  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  because  t h e y  do n o t  have a n  a d e q u a t e  base  of i n f o r m a t i o n .  

O t h e r  s o u r c e s  m i g h t  h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  make t h i s  b a s e  o f  

i n f o r m a t i o n  more complete  b u t  r e p o r t e r s  must o b t a i n  t h e  most  r e l i a b l e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  po&%ble f r o m  t h e  f e w e s t  number o f  s o u r c e s  q u i c k l y  and 



/ 

i n e x p e n s i v e l y .  C o v e r a g e  is  t h x r e f o r e  p r i m a r i l y  l i m i t e d  t o  the. 

-. 
i n f o r m a t i o n  p rov ided  by s p o k e s p e r s o n s  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  major  i n s $ i t u t i o n s  

0 

- who were most f r e q u e n t l y :  Vander Z a l m ,  Kuehn, and Begin. 

- ,  

v o f f s / J o b  S e c u r m  

From t h e  f i r s t  news a r t i c l e s  a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  newspapers a f t e r  , 

Vander Z a l m  was a p p o i n t e d  M i n i s t e r  o f ~ E d u c a t i o n ,  a  consequence  o f  t h e  ' ?-, 

budge t  c u t s  was p r e d i c t e d  t o  bk bather, l a y o f f s .  \ 
' 5 

w 

/ 

Begirl  (BCSTA) w a r n e d  t h a t  more  t h a n  * c o o 0  t e a c h e r s  
c o u l d  b e  l a i d  d f f  u ~ l e s s  t h e r e  i s  a r o l l b a c k  o f  

I t e a c h e r s 1  wages. (SA2) 

BCSTA p r e s i d e n t  s a i d  as many as 8,460 t e g c h e r s  c o u l d  be 
l a i d  o f f c  by December i f  Educa t ion  kdn i ' s t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r  

j ~ a l m  r e j e c t s  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  r e q u e s t  t o  d e l a y  c u t b a c k s .  
( P A 3 1  

7 

The BCTF b s t i m p t e s  more t h a n  3,000 of i t s  members w i l l i  
b e  l a i d  o f f  t h i &  f a l l  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  l s 

-4 

-\ budget  c u t s .  (P67) - 8 

0 B e g i n  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  p o s s i b l e  l a y o f f  o f  a b o u t  2 , 7 0 0  
t e a c h e r s  and 1 , 5 0 0  non- t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  p r o v i n c e - w i d e  by 

-> O c t .  1  u n l e s s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  s o f t e n s  its* p o s i t i o n .  e 
( SAl 0 )  

,= 

T r u s t e e s  and t e a c c e r s  have warned t h a t  as many as 4 ,200  
s c h o o l  board employees c u d  l o s e  t h e i r  j o b s ,  b y  y e a r  
e n d  i f  . t h e  o r i g i n a l  t i m e t a b l e  f o r  the c u t b a c k s  w a s ,  
s t r i c t l y  e n f o r c e d  . ( PS4 1 d 

Lar ry  Kuehn, p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B.C. Teachers1 ~ e d e r a t i o n ~  d 

- who e s t i m a t e d  t h e r e  a~ 1,500 t e a c h e r  j o b s  t h r e a t e n e d  5 .  ... (PS10) 7- 

X - - 
A -, 

A l t h o u g h  a  n e w s p a p e r  r e a d e r  may be c o n f u s e d  by t h e s e  v a r i a b l e  



p r e d i c t  i o n s ,  t h e '  message  t h a t  was a  l o t  o f  t e a c h e r s  cou ld  l o s e  t h e i r  
9%. 

j ebs .  Th i s  me was s u p p l e m e n t e d  w i t h  l i s t i n g s  o f  t h e  l a y ( r f f s  

- d i f f e r e n t  d i s t r i c t s  were p r e d i s t i n g :  
e 

Delta ( $ 1 . 2  m i l l i d h  t o  be c u t  from budget  by Dec. 3 1 ) :  
- Unless  employees a c c e p t  a seven p e r - c e n t  wage c u t ,  a t  

l e a s t  1 0 0  t e a c h e r s .  and 25 non-teaching t a f f  cou ld  be 
l a i d  ' o f f .  (SAI 1  ) 

a 
T h i ~ t y - s i x  t e a c h e r s  have been f i r g d  i n  C a s t l e g a r  and 15 
i n  t h e  Sou th  Okanagan. ( SS1) 

', 
I n  B b b o t s f  $ r d ,  66 t e a i b e r s  w e r e  g i v e n  t e r m i n a t i o n  
n o t i c e s .  (PS2) 

1 ,  T h e  S u r r e y  b o a r d  s a y s  i t  m u s t  r e d u c e  s a l a r i e s  by 
$?00,000 th rough  .... l a y o f f s  of up  t o  89 t e a c h e r s  and  

- 36 o t h e r  workers.  (PS8) 

" The BCTF s a i d  t h e y  were c o n s i d e r i n g  s t r i k e  a c t i o n : i f  t e a c h e r s  
- 
'\ were l a i d  o f f :  

19- 
." 

I - 
A t  a s p e c i a l  meet ing S a t u r d a y ,  BCTF d e l e g a t e s  voted t o  
a d v i s e  l o c a l  a s s o c i a t i o n s  t o  w i t h d r a w  s e r v i c e s  w h e r e  
t e a c h e r s  were  l a i d  o f f .  (SS8) 

9 

r 
?+ 

/' 

~ e g f n ,  t h e  BCSTA p r e s i d e n t  had p r e d i c t e d  t e a c h e r  l a y o f f s ,  

r k r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  a  Supreme Court  d e c i s i o n  r u l e d  t h a t  t h e  budget c u t s  

were l e g a l  : 
.. 

The c o u r t  decision"1egitimizes-laysffs which t h e  boards  
have been h e s i t a n t  t o  e n a c t .  (SS7) 

i '  - 
\ .  

~ e g i n ' d i s a g r & e d  w l t h  t h e  BCTF s t a n d  on l a y o f f s :  -. 



The p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B.C. School T r u s t e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
said Sunday,  h e  opposes  a  p l a n  by t e a c h e r s  t o  w i t h d r a w  
s e r v i c e s  i n  a r e a s  w h e r e  t e a c h e r s  a r e  l a i d  o f f  a s  a  
r e s u l t  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  I s  r e s t r a i n t  
program. Begin s a i d  a  b e t t e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  l a y o f f s  is  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w i n g  b o a r d s  t o  d i s m i s s  t e a c h e r s  o n  t h e  
b a s i s  o f  s e n i o r i t y ,  s k i l l s  and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  (SS8) 

' B e g i n 1  s o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  BCTF, h o w e v e r ,  was n o t  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  

i j  government s u p p o r t  : , .  .+ 

He [ B e g i n ]  a l s o  r e p e a t e d  w a r n i n g ' s  t h a t  i f  t h e  
7' 

government g o e s  ahead w i t h  f u r t h e r  c ~ t b a c k s ~ i n  f u n d i n g ,  
t h e  o n l y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  l e f t  o p e n  t o  b o a r d s  w i l l  be  
m a s s i v e  l a y o f f s .  E v e r y  p o s s i b l e  d o l l a r  h a s  a l r e a d y  
b e e n  t r i m m e d  f r o m  t h e  1 5  p e r  c e n t  o f  s c h o o l  b u d g e t s  
t h a t  g o e s  t o  items o t h e r  than  s t a f f ,  he s a i d .  (PN1) 

The g o v e r n m e n t  l s r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  predicament  o f  laybffs was t o  

i n t r o d u c e  a b i l l  ( t o  become t h e  S c h o o l  S e r v i c e s  ( I n t e r i m )  A c t )  

f o r b i d d i n g  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  t o  l a y  o f f  t e a c h e r s .  

V a n d s r  Z a l m  s a i d  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  e n a b l e  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t s  t o  c u t  $60 m i l l i o n  from t h e i r  budge t s  between 
now and J u n e  w i t h o u t  any s t a f f  l a y o f f s ,  program c u t s  o r  
l o s s  of  c l a s s r o o m  t ime .  (SS11) 

How many o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  g r o u p s  today would n o t  l o v e  
a n  a c t  t h a t  gave  them job  s e c u r i t y  f o r  a t  l e a s t  a  y e a r ?  
(Vander Zalm, PO81 4 

School  b o a r d s  +esponded n e g a t i v e l y  to  t h e  b i l l :  

. .. t r u s t e e s  a r e  d i s m a y e d  a t  l o s i n g  t h e i r  power t o  
l a y o f f  t ' eachers  . ( Begin,  SS11) 



Having t h e  r i g h t  t o  d i s m i s s a l  is  a key e l e m e n t  o f  b e i n g  
a n  employee ,  s h e  s a i d .  (BCSTA v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ,  SS14) 

L a r r y  Kuehn o f  t h e  BCTF reminded t h e  government  t h a t  t h e r e  had a l r e a d y  

been  l a y o f f s  as a r e s u l t  o f  r e s t r a i n t .  

Kuehn s a i d  t h e  m i n i s t e r  employed " V a n d e r f a c t s l 1  when h e  
c l a i m e d  t h a t  no  t e a c h e r s  had been  l a i d  o f f  a s  a r e s u l t  
o f  t h e  f i r s t  r o u n d  o f  r e s t r a i n t s .  "Let  him t e l l  t h a t  

' t o  t h e  h u n d r e d s  o f  t e a c h e r s  on  t empora ry  c o n t r a c t s  who 
were t e a c h i n g  l a s t  y e a r  b u t  were n o t  h i r e d  t h i s  y e a r . "  
(SO141 

Q 

V a n d e r  Z a l m  had  s u g g e s t e d  a way t o  p r e v e n t  l a y o f f s  would be f o r  

t e a c h e r s  t o  a c c e p t  s a l a r y  r o l l b a c k s :  

We d o n 1  t w a n t  p e o p l e  t o  be  unemployed. We d o n ' t  wan t  
t h e  s y s t e m  d i s t u r b e d .  I s t i l l  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  i s  
s u f f i c i e n t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s a v i n g s  w i t h i n  t h e  sys t em 
w i t h o u t  r e v e r t i n g  t o  l a y o f f s .  (SO161 

- 
The S c h o o l  S e r v i d e s  Act was passed  t o  f o r b i d  t h e  l a y o f f  o f  '--. 
t e a c h e r s  and r e q u i r e d  P e a c h e r s  t o  g i v e  u p  t h e i r  p a i d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

d a y s .  T h e s e  u n p a i d  d a y s  h a d  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  a  s a l a r y  r o l l b a c k  f o r  

t e a c h e r s .  

When s a l a r y  n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  1983 went t o  a r b i t r a t i o n  s e t t l e m e n t s  

and wage i n c r e a s e s  were g r a n t e d ,  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  l a y o f f s  loomed a g a i n .  

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r  Za lm b r u s h e d  a s i d e  
c r i t i c i s m  o f  h i s  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r y  
a r b i  t r a t i a n  p r o c e s s  and r e i t e r a t e d  Tuesday h i s  warming 
t h a t  pay  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  
l a y o f f s  n e x t  y e a r .  (SD12) 



Vander  Zalm s a i d  a r e c e n t  a r b i t r a t o r s 1  award . . . " w i l l  
o n l y  r e s u l t  i n  l a y o f f s  n e x t  .yea r .  rn (PJ2) 

A l l  6 2  B. C .  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t h a t  h a d  s u b m i t t e d ,  t o  
a r b i t r a t i o n  t o  se t t l e  wage c o n t r a c t s  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  have 

.now r e c e i v e d  t h e i r  awards . .  . Assuming t h a t  t h e r e ' s  no 
money coming i n t o  t h e  sys tem ... we w i l l  be l o o k i n g  a t  
r e d u c i n g  i n  J u n e  o f  3 , 0 0 0  p l u s  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  
p r o v i n c e  ... t o  b a l a n c e  o u r  budge t s  ... (Beg in ,  SJ2) 

The m a j o r i t y  award d i d  n o t  g i v e  a d e q u a t e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
t o  " t h e  number  o f  l a y o f f s  o f  r e g u l a r  c o n t i n u i n g  
t e a c h e r s  which mayAbe r e q u i r e d  as a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  l e v e l  
of  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e .  ( d i s s e n t e r  a r b i t r a t o r ,  PD4) 

. ,' J- 

, The BCTF r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  a r b i t r a p o n  awards was: 

.- - 
J o b  won1 t n e c e s s a r i l y  be c u t .  We j u s t  d o n ' t  know how 
much money t h e  d i s t r i c t s  w i l l  have  u n t i l  t h e  m i n i s t r y  
makes i t  c l e a r  how much t h e  budge t s  w i l l  be c u t .  ( P J 2 )  

, . The g o v e r n m e n t  w a n t e d  t h e  ' t e a c h e r s  t o  ,vote  on a p l a n  t h a t  would 

. . g u a r a n t e e  t e a c h e r s  job  s e c u r i t y  i n  exchange f o r  no s a l a r y  i n c r e  ee : 
. . . a  p r o p o s a l  w i l l  be s e n t  n e x t  week t o  a l l  75 s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t s ,  s t a t i n g  t h a t  i f  they  n e g o t i a t e  a  z e r o - p e r -  
c e n t  1 9 8 3  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e  w i t h  t h e i r  t e a c h e r s ,  the,<) 
g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  p r o v i d e  > j o b  g u a r a n t e e s  a n d  s o m e  
a d d i t i o n a l  funds .  ( SM2 ) 

E v e r y  t e a c h e r  i n  B.C. shou ld  v o t e  on a new government 
, p r o p o s a l  t h a t  would g u a r a n t e e  t e a c h e r s  j o b  s e c u r i t y  if 

t h e y  f o r g o  any  wage i n c r e a s e  i n  1983, s a y  th-e e d u c a t i o n  
m i n i s  t r y .  ( PM1) 

B e n n e t t  [ P r e m i e r ]  h a s  s a i d  t e a c h e r s  s h o u l d  f o r e g o  a  
<wage i n c r e a s e  n e x t  y e a r  i n  exchange  f o r  j o b  s e c u r i t y .  
(PM16) 

The BCTF r e a c t e d  t o  t h e  p r o p o s a l  a s  a  b reakdown o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  
r 

.. * 



b a r g a i n i n g  p r o c e s s  a n d  r e f u s e d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t ' s  r e f l u e s t  f o r  a  

t e a c h e r s t  m a i l i n g  list.  L a t e r  t h i s  comment was made: 

He [BCTF s p o k e s p e r s o n ]  s a i d  a n  e a r l i e r  o f f e r  by t h e  
government o f  a n o - l a y o f f  g u a r a n t e e  i n  e x c h a n g e  f o r  
t e a c h e r s  f o r g o i n g  a  wage i p c r e a s e  t h i s  y e a r  i s  meaning- 
l e s s  b e c a u s e  i t  d o e s l f t  d e a l  w i t h  p o s i t i o n s  l o s t  
th rough  r e t i r e m e n t  and p t t r i t i o n .  (PM13) 

V a n d e r  Zalmfs term o f  o f f i c e  came t o - a  c l o s e '  b u t  t h e  d i l e m m a  o f  

l a y o f f s  - l i v e d  on: 

Educa t ion  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander ' ~ a l m  may be o u t  o f  t h e i r  
[BCTF] h a i r  i n  t h e  n e x t  p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n , .  b u t  h i s  
o f f e r  t o  t e a c h e r s  o f  a n o - l a y o f f  g u a r a n t e e  i n  r e t u r n  
f o r  g i v i n g  b a c k  1983 wage i n c r e a s e s  i s  s t i l l  o n  t h e  

- I n  a  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  p o l l  conducted d u r i n g  Vander Za lmls  term a s  

M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  74.3 p e r  c e n t  s a i d  t e a c h i n g  j o b s  s h o u l d  n o t  be 

r e d u c e d  t o  m e e t  t h e  c u t s  ( S F 2 0 ) .  Many c o m m e n t a r i e s  . e x p r e s s e d  a - 
similar concern  a b o u t  ' t h e  l a y o f f s .  

Mr. V a n d e r  Z a l m  d i d  i t  a g a i n  on Thursday when he  joked 
t h a t  because  o f  him a l l  t e a c h e r s  h a v e  l e a r n e d  . t o  p r a y  
-- t o  keep t h e i r  jobs .  (PEA21 

S i n c e  l a s t  s p r i n g ,  when t h e  first budget  c u t t i n g  e d i c t s  
w e r e  p r o d u c e d  &nd t e a c h e r s .  s t a r t e d  l o s i n g  t h e i r  j o b s ,  
t h e  e d u c a t i o n  sys tem h a s  been i n  turmo311. (SCS7) 

%* - 
" L a y o f f s n  mean f i r i n g s .  T e a c h e r s  l e t  g o  t h i s  f a l l  
won' t  be c a l l e d  b a c k ,  e s p e c i a l l y  w i t h  a n  1 1  p e r c e n t  
d r o p  e x p e c t e d  i n  1983 s c h o o l  b u d g e t s .  T h e y ' l l  b e  
f i n i s h e d  f o r  t h e  y e a r  and maybe f o r  l i f e .  (PCS2) 



Things a r e  i n t o l e r a b l e  wheR t e a c h e r s  and s t u d e n t s  a l i k e ,  
f e e l  a n g r y ,  s c a r e d ,  a n d  f r u s t r a t e d .  They n e v e r  know 
when t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  t h e  hangman a r e  g o i n g  t o  s t o p  
o u t s i d e '  t h e i r  c l a s s r o o m  d o o r  a n d  d e l i v e r  t h e  f a t e f u l -  
l e t t e r  t e l l i n g  them t h e y  no  l o n g e r  h a v e  a j o b  and a  
c l a s s .  ( t each ' e r ,  SL02Q) 

Some commentaries a g r e e d  w i t h  t h e  government p o s i t i o n :  

A p p a r e n t l y  s h e  [ t e a c h e r  1 f e e l s  t h a t  because  t e a c h e r s  
a r e  paid  by t h e  . t a x p a y e r s ,  t h e y  s h o u l d  be  immune f r o m  
t h e  unemployment  t h a t  i s  h i t t i n g  t h o s e  t a x p a y e r s  who 
a r e  paying t h e i r  wages.  (SL032) 

T h e y  [ t e a c h e r s ]  c a n  ... s e e  up t o  2 , 7 0 0  o f  t h e i r  
n u m b e r ,  p l u s  1500  n o n - t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  t h r o w n  o u t  o f  
work. (SEA21 

They [ t e a c h e r s ]  know t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  be exempt from 
t h e  e f f e c t  of  t h e  r e c e s s i o n  a n d  i t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  
r e a s o n a b l e  f o r  them t o  a c c e p t  a  p a y  f , r e e z e  g i v e n  a  
promise o f  no l a y o f f s .  (PCM24) 

T h e  i s s u e s  o f  l a y o f f  s / j o b  s e c u r i t y  and r o l l b a c k s / s a l a r i e s  

f r e q u e n t l y  appeared t o g e t h e r  in"€he same< a r t i c l e  ( S e e  T a b l e s  6 -  1  a n d  

6 -21 .  The f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  two i s s u e s  r e c e i v e d  s u c h  new$ coverage"  

s u g g e s t s  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  of t e a c h e r s  a r e  a t t e n d e d  t o  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  

news  much more t h a n  non- teach ing  employees ,  s t u d e n t s ,  p a r e n t s ,  o r  t h e  
i . .& 

p u b l i c  a t  l a r g e .  Teachers  are o r g a n i z e d  i n t o  a  p o w e r f u l  f e d e r a t i o n  - 
U 

a n d  a r e  a  s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p  recognized on t h e  e d u c a t i o n  " b e a t M .  - 
The emphasis  i n  e d u c a t i o n  news on t e a c h e r  l a y o f f s  c a r r i e s  w i t h  i t  a n  % 

i m p l i e d  v a l u e  t h a t  employment  i s  p r e f e r r e d  t o  unemployment i n  t h e  

s o c i e t y  b u t  i f  t h i s  was t h e  o n l y  v a l u e ,  t h e n  n o n - t e a c h i n g  e m p l o y e e s  

w o u l d  h a v e  had compara t ive  coverage .  Teacher i n t e r e s t  h a s  t h e  p u b l i c  



b e l i e v e  t h a t  a l l  t e a c h e r s  i n  t h e  sys tem are e s s e n t i a l  and t h a t  l a y o f f s  

w i l l  l e a d  t o  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m .  The n e w s p a p e r  

coverage  never  g o e s  beyond t h e  assumpt ion  t o  e x p l o r e  such  q u e s t i o n s  a s  

s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s  a n d  s t a f f i n g  c h a n g e s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  y e a r s ,  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  s u p p o r t  s t a f f ,  o r  r e s u l t s  o f  i n c r e a s e d  

s t u d e n t / t e a c h e r  r a t i o  on s t u d e n t  performance.  I n s t e a d ,  a13 a r g u m e n t s  

p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  i s s u e  and t h e  i m p l i e d  v a l u e  because  t h i s  i s s u e  g a i n e d  

such  a t t e n t i o n ,  was t h a t  l a y o f f s  o f  t e a c h e r s  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  a r e  bad 

n o t  j u s t  f o r  t e a c h e r s  b u t  a l s o  f o r  s t u d e n t s .  Because t e a c h e r s  had 

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  a u t h o r i t i e s  o n  e d u c a t i o n  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  

p u b l i c  g o o d ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  cou ld  t h r e a t e n  t o  

d i s r u p t  t h e  s c h o o l  sys tem i f  t e a c h e r s  were l a i d  o f f ,  t h e s e  a s s u m p t i o n s  

b a s i c a l l y  went uncha l l enged  i n  t h e  press. 
\ 

B e c a u s e  a  l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  schoo l  board  budge t  ( 8 0 % )  g o e s  . 

t o  s a l a r i e s  and  b e n e f i t s  o f  e m p l o y e e s ,  r o l l i n g  b a c k  s a l a r i e s  w a s  

c o n s i d e r e d  a  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  c u t b a c k s  & t h e  budget .  

S c h o o l  b u d g e t  c u t b a c k s  t o t a l l i n g  $20 m i l l i o n  i n  March 
e l i m i n a t e d  most non-sa la ry  i tems, i n c l u d i n g  main tenance  
and  e q u i p m e n t ,  l e a v i n g  t e a c h e r  s a l a r ' i e s  a s .  v i r t u a l l y  
t h e  o n l y  budge t  items t h a t  could  be chopped. (PA31 

The* s t a t e d  t h a t :  "E igh ty  p e r  c e n t  of s c h o o l  board  budge t s  go 

t o  t e a c h e r s '  s a l a r i e s  on a v e r a g e  " ( P A 3 ) .  T h i s  was i n c o r r e c t  a s  80 



p e r c e n t  o f  s c h o o l  board  budge t s  go  t o  employee salaries and b e n e f i t s ,  , 

64 p e r c e n t  g o e s  t o  t e a c h e r  s a l a r i e s  (BCSTA, 1982). 

V a n d e r  Zalm 'saw s a l a r y  r o l l b a c k s  as the  p r e f e r r e d  a1 t e r n a t i v e  t o  

l a y o f f s :  

B e g i n  o f  

i n c r e a s e s  

V a n d e r  Zalm was c a u t i o u s  i n  c o m m e n t i n g  o n  h i s  new 
p o r t f o l i o  Tuesday bu t  s a i d  h e  a g r e e s  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  
p e r s u a d i n g  t e a c h e r s  t o  t a k e  v o l u n t a r y  s a l a r y  r o l l b a c k s '  
s o  t h a t  l a y o f f s  c a n  be  avo ided .  (PA11 

V a n d e r  Z a l m  s a i d  t e a c h e r s  s h o u l d  agree t o  go  w i t h o u t  
s a l a r y  k n c r e d s e s  t h i s  y e a r  s o  boards  can  b a l a n c e  t h e i r  
b u d g e t s  w i t h o u t  l a y o f f s .  ( SF161 

t h e  BCSTA, from t h e  beginning, '  warned t e a c h e r s 3  t h a t  s a l a r y  

would mean l a y o f f s :  ' 

- 
The r e a l i t y  is  i f  yoi want a r a i s e ,  be  b r e p a r e d  t o  g i v e  
up more p o s i t i o n s .  There f  s j u s t  no m o r e  money c o m i n g  
th rough .  (Beg in ,  SA8) 

R o l l b a c k s  w e r e  s u g g e s t e d  t o  t e a c h e r s  a s  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  

l a y o f f s  bu t  b e c a u s e  a c o n t r a c t  s e t t l e m e n t  was i n  p l a c e ,  r o l l b a c k s  
s; 

\ 

c o u l d  n o t  be made w i t h o u t  t e a c h e r  a p p r o v a l .  
a % 

Gerry Maulds, [Delta s c h o o l  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t ]  s p e a k i n g  at '  
a  p a c k e d  b u t  o r d e r l y  inf  orma t i o n  m e e t i n g  . . . s a i d  : 
" I n a s m u c h  a s  t h e  b o a r d  does  n o t  have t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
r o l l b a c k  s a l a r i e s ,  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a c h i e v i n g  r e d u c t i o n s  
i n  p a y r o l l  t h r o u g h  l a y o f f s  i s  a r e a l  one e v e n  though 
such  p r o p o s a l s  may be  i r r a t i o n a b  and i n a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  
t h e  n e e d s  o f  b u r  c l i e n t s ,  t h e  p e r s o n n e l  working h e r e c  
and t h e  sys tem as a whole. (SS3)  



Sot iool  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s  s a y  more t e a c h e r  l a y o f f s  c o u l d  
r e s u l t  I f  t e a c h e r s  s t a l l  i n  a c c e p t i h g  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  
wage r o l l b a c k 8  o r  d a y s  w i t h o u t  pay. (PSI?) 

"We +yay we h a v e .  no o p t i o n  b u t  t o  t r y  t o  n e g o t i a t e  4 

s a l a r y   rollback^,^ V a n c o u v e r  s c h o o l  b o a r d " c h a i r m a n  
P a u l i n e  V e i n a t e f n  s a i d  today .  (SO21 

Lar ry  Kuehn opposed t h e  i d e a  o f  r o l l b a c k s :  

The 

\ 

B. C .  T e a c h e r s  F e d e r a t i o n  p r e s i d e n t  Lar ry  Kuehn charged 
F r i d a y  t h e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  i s  b e i n g  h e l d  fpr  
r a n s o m  by t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  government. Kuehn, r e f e r r i n g  
t o  t e r m i n a t i o n  n o t i c e s  s e n t  F r i d a y  t o  6 6  A b b o t s f o r d  
t e a c h e r s ,  s a i d  t e a c h e r s  a r e  be ing  t o l d  "if you want t o  
p r e s e r v e  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  y o u ' l l  h a v e  t o  k i c k  b a c k  
p a r t  o f  y o u r  s a l a r y  e v e r y  month, f o r  t h e  rest of  your  1 
life." (3.31) 

The g o v e r n m e n t ,  by o r d e r i n g  s c h o o l  boards  t o  n e g o t i a t b  
r o l l  backs  w i t h  t h e i r  employees,  h a s  a l s o  d e s t r o y e d  a n y  
s e m b l a n c e  o f  l o c a l  autonomy o v e r  e d u c a t i o n .  (Kuehn, 
SA5) A 

S c h o o l  S e r v i c e s  ( I n t e r i m )  Act passed by t h e  government had 

t h e  e f f e c t  of r o l l i n g  back s a l a r i e s :  

" Under  t h e  new r u l e s ,  B. C. 's 30,000 t e a c h e r s  must g i v e  
up a t  least  6ne  -- and p o s s l b l y  as many as s i x  -- p a i d  
n o n - f n s t r u c  t i o n a l  d a y s  *by t h e  ehd o f  1983, a l o n g  w i t h  
f i v e  days  pay i n  1983. (PS20) 

Vander Z a l m  j u s t i f i e d  t h e  b i l l  by s a y i n g :  

" T h a t ' s  [ t e a c h e r s  g i v i n g  up  p a i d  n o n - i n s t $ u c t i o n a l  
d a y s ]  t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  p r o g r a m , "  
s a i d  V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  who s a y s  i t  can be i n t e r p r e t e d  as a 
r o l l b a c k  i n  t e a c h e r s 1  s a l a r i e s .  (PS20) 



He [ V a n d e r  Zalm] s a i d  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  o n l y  l o s e  abou t  
t h r e e  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e  " 17-plus pe r  c e n t  i n c r e a s e  g a i n e d  
by t e a c h e r s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1982 ..." (SO131 

i - 
BCTF p r e s i d e n t  L a r r y  K u e h n ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  b i l l  made h e a d l i n e s :  

"Teachers  a t t a c k  pay-cut  b i l l .  It 's l i k e  s l a v e r y ,  Fed c h i e f  s a y s . "  

: " T h a t ' s  o b v i o u s l y  a  t o t a l l y  u n a c c e p t a b l e  p o s i t i o n  -- t o  
d i c t a t e  t h a t  t h e y l r e  g o i n g  t o  work f o r  f r e e .  Some 
p e o p l e  migh t  c a l l  i t  s l a v e r y ,  " Kuehn s a i d .  (SS11) 

One s t a f f  on a n  e l e m e n t a r y  s c h o o l  d i d  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e  BCTF p r e s i d e n t :  

But none  o f  them w e r e  q u i t e  r e a d y  y e t  t o  l a b e l  Vander 
Za lmls  move as s l a v e r y  -- as BCTF. p r e s i d e n t  L a r r y  Kuehn 
d i d  -- u n t i l  they  g e t  more d e t a i l s .  (SS15) 

The - l e g i s l a t i o n  was e n a c t e d :  

S c h o o l s  w i l l  be  c l o s e d  i n  Vancouver and s e v e r a l  o t h e r  
d i s t r i c t s  today  as t e a c h e r s  t a k e  a "day w i t h o u t  payn  t o  
c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  B.C. g o v e r n m e n t s 1  s c h o o l  s p e n d i n g  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  ( PN7) . 

S a l a r i e s  were a g a  a n  i s s u e  when t e a c h e r  s a l a r y  n e g o t i a t i o n s  

began.  Vander Zalm had s c h o o l  b o a r d s  of  budget  l i m i t s  m o n t h s  
4 

"fl 

b e f o r e  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Z a l m  s a y s  i n  t e l e g r a m s  
'* t o  tfie p r o v i n c e ' s  75 s c h o o l  b o a r d s  t h a t  " a b i l i t y  t o  

p a y n  w i l l  be a  key f a c t o r  i n  d e c i d i n g  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s  



g i e e n  t o  t e a c h e r s  and o t h e r  s c h o o l  b o a r d  s t a f f  next  
yea r .  (PA61 

d' 

I' 
I n  October,  t h e  BCTF i n d i c a t e d  they were&argaining f o r  . i n c r e a s e s  :, 

The BCTF i s  recommending t o  i n d i v i d u a l  ba rga in ing  u n i t s  
throughout  B.C. t o  a sk  f o r  a  'pay h i k e  o f  up  t o  e i g h t  
per  cen t .  (P012) 

Vander Zalm was c r i t i c a l  of t h e  s a l a r y  s e t t l emen t s .  
8 < %  +g~ 3 

. 
A 5 . 5 - p e r - c e n t  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e  awarded  t e a c h e r s  i n  " 

t h r e e  Vancouver a r e a - s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  by an a r b i t r a t i o n  
boa rd  i s  " t o t a l l y  d i s a s t r o u s n  and w i l l  cause  "massive > . 
l a y o f f s  ", E d u c a t i o h  ~ i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander  Zalm s a i d  
Thursday. (SD10) 

I n  t h e  meant ime,  t h e  b a t t l e  between t e a c h e r s ,  school  
t r u s t e e s ,  and t h e  m i n i s t r y  over budge t  c u t s  c o n t i n u e s  
t o  b o i l .  Vander Zalm s a i d  a  r e c e n t  a r b i t r a t o r ' s  award 
o f  a  5.5-per-cent s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e  f o r  Vancouve r l s  4000 
t e a c h e r s  " w i l l  o n l y  r e s u l t  i n  l a y o f f s  n e x t  y e a r .  
(PJ2) 

. , 3. 
Larry Kuehn, BCTF p r e s i d e n t  d id  no t  condone Vander Zalmls c r i t i c i s m  of 

t h e  a r b i t r a t i o n  process  o r  * the  a r b i t r a t i o n  r e s u l t s .  

But B.C. Teacherst  Fede ra t i on  p r e s i d e n t  a t t a c k e d  Vander 
Z a l m l s  comments a s  p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r f e r e n , c e  i n  t h e  
a r b i  t p a t i o n  process .  "They're t a l k i n g  about  reopening 
n e g o t i a t i o n s  even  b e f o r e  t h e  a r b i t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  i s  
complete,  " Kuehn fumed. (PD5) 

L a r r y  Kuehn s a i d  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s  f o r  2 5 , 0 0 0  B . C .  
t e a c h e r s  w i l l  amount t o  a  n e t  average of  on ly  1.51 p e r  a 
c e n t  t h i s  y e a r ,  when t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they  are l o s i n g  f i v e  
days1 pay t h i s  s p r i n g  is t aken  i n t o  account .  (SJ4) 

* 



However, even t h e  a r b i t r a t e d  wage s e t t l e m e n t s  were  n o t  f i n a l :  

A n o t h e r  v a r i a b l e  i n  t h e  p u z z l e  are  t h e  a r b i t r a t e d  
s a l a r y  a w a r d s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  t h a t  m o s t  d i s t r ' i c t s  a r e  
c o n t e s t i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  C o m p e n s a t i o n  F t a b i l i z a t i o n  
Commission. While most of t h e  settlemedts a re  w i t h i n  
t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  s e t  by t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  Ed Peck, t h e  
s c h o o l  boards  are s e e k i n g  r o l l b a c k s  on  t h e  a b i l i t y - t o -  
p a y  argument . ( PF7) 

After a n  h o u r  l o n g  mee t ing  w i t h  Premier  B i l l  B e n n e t t ,  
Educa t ion  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r  Z a l m  s a i d  h e  h a d  t h e .  
p r e m i e r  l s s u p p o r t  o n  a n  o f f e r  made p u b l i c  Tuesday i n  
which t e a c h e r s  would g e t  a " t r u e  z e r o n  p a y  h i k e  n e x t  
y e a r  and keep l a s t  y e a r ' s  s t a f f i n g  l e v e l .  ( PMf 8) 

  part f rom t h i s ,  t h e  government was s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  n e g o t i a t e  a "zero 
"-_I 

i n c r e a s e n  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  j o b  s e c u r i t y  e v e n  a f t e r  

a r b i t r a t o r  s e t t l e m e n t s  had been made. 

- ,  
7:- 

"1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  u n r e a s o n a b l e  t o  a s k  them t o  t a k e  a  
z e r o  i n c r e a s e  t h i s  y e a r ,  B e n n e t t  [ P r e m i e r  I s a i d ,  
p o i n t i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e s  l a s t  y e a r  a v e r a g i n g  17.5 p e r  
e n t .  (SF23) 

The c o n f r o n t a t i o n  be& e l  governmeqt and t e a c h e r s  o v e r  s a l a r y  d i d  

E d u c a t i o n ,  s o  t h e  i s s u e  c l o s e s  w i t h  l i t t l e  s e n s e  of r e s o l u t i o n .  

Commentaries t h a t  s u p p o r t e d  Vander Zalm's v iews  on  r o l l b a c k s  a n d  

s a l a r i e s  i n c l u d e d :  

Vander  Z a l m  i s  t h e  t o u g h  m u l e - s k i n n e r  needed t o  j e r k  
t h e  r e i n s  on  e d u c a t i o n  s p e n d i n g  -- a n d  t h a t  m e a n s  
c h i e f l y  t e a c h e r  c o s t s .  (PEA11 



- 

153. 

F 

When &).C.'s t e a c h e r s  r e t u r n  t o  s c h o o l  n e x t  month w e  i hope t h e y f  11 be a b l e  t o  e x p i a i n  t o  t h e i r  s t u d e n t s  why, 
w i t h  t h e  ecohomy c r u m b l i n g  a l l  a round  w i t h  ... they  
c o u l d n t t  b r ing  themselves t o - s a c r i f i c e  p a r t  o f  a 17 pe r  
c e n t  pay i n c r e a s e  to save 3,000 jobs.  (SEA1 ) 

.., n e g o t i a t e  a  wage f r e e z e  w i t h  t h e i r  t e a , c h e r s  i n  
r e  tu rn .  f o r  goye rnmen t  g u a r a n t e e s  of job s e c u r i t y  and 
some a d d i t i o n a l  f i n a n c i n g  o f f e r s  a  way o u t  f o r  everyone 
involved.  fSEM9) 

The loss  o f  11 d a y s  w i l l  mean a  cutback of  on y  about i % 

f i v e  p e r c e n t , o f  a n n u a l  e a r n i n g s  f o r  mos t  t e a c h e r s .  
( SCS6 1 A - i 

B 

Commentaries t h a t  were opposed t o  Vander Z a l m f s  views inolu&d: - - . r -  s 

We consumers  were l a r g e l y  s i l e n t  when t h e  r i d i c u l o u s  " .. 
c a l l  was r a i s e d  f o r  a n  e x t r a  12 minutes  and 48 s e c o n d s  
o f  d a i l y  t e a c h i n g  t ime,  f o r c i n g  t e a c h e r s  t o  work t h e  
e q u i v a l e n t  o f  f i v e  u n p a i d  d a y s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r ,  
d e s p i t e  t h e .  many unpaid  hours  most +ready c o n t r i b u t e  

each t e e k  f o r  e x t r a  c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s ,  s t u d e n t  
couns l l i n g ,  and meet ings wi th  paren tg l  SCJ13) 

i! ~ o w d d u c a t i o n  Min i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Zalm as t h r e a t e n e d  
t e a c h e r s  w i t h  m a s s i v e  f i r i n g s  i f  s a l a r y  "kickbacksn 
a r e n ' t  made, in  o r d e r  t o  cover d e f i c i t s  accrued i n  o t h e r  
a r e a s  of  government involvement. (PLS9) 

So now i t  i s  a s k i n g  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  i n  r e t u r n  f o r  j o b  
s e c u r i t y ,  t o  f o r g o  pay r a i s e s  -- pay raises ob ta ined  
through an  a r b i t r a t i o n  process  e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  v e r y  
same government. (PEM8) 

On t h e  i s s u e  of s a l a r i e s ,  r e p o r t e r s  d id  n o t  make t h e .  connec t ion  

9 between  t h e  17% i n c r e a s e  i n  t e a c h e r s f  s a l a r i e s  i n  1 9 8 1  a n d  t h e  

s u b s e q u e n t  f u n d i n g  d i f f i c u l t y  i n  1982. No f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  Of 

Vander Zalmt s s t a t emen t  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  s a l a r i e s  had: i n c r e a s e d  by  6 8% 

~ 6 n c e  1978 was made., a l though i t  se&b a  s i g n i f i c a n t  po in t .  

. - 



7 
R o l l b a c k s / s a l a r i e s  i s  a n  i s s u e  w h i c h  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  

i s s u e  a e n t e r e d  on  a number ,&,f c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  c o n t i n u i n g  news. The 

e v e n t s  o v e r  time, and t h e  major  s u r c e q  f comment on t h e  i s s u e  i n  terms 

t h e  i s s u e  remained u n r e s o l v e d  
a x ,  

E d u c a t i o n .  Even though t h e  

of t h e s e  e v e n t s .  Yet t h e  problem behind 

w h p  V a n d e r  Z a l m  l e f t  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  

newspaper fo l lowed  t h e  i s s u e  of r o l l b a c k s / s a l a r i e s  from t h e  b e g i n n i n g  
1 

/ \ 

a r t i c l e s  i n  A u g u s t ,  t h e  news r e a d e r  h a s  come no c l o s e r  t o  a s e n s e  OF 
3 t 

t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h e  problem after months 'of  c o n f l i c t .  
' =  < 

. !. 
', 1 

% 
C o l l e c t i v e  R a r m n i n g  

6 

M i n i s t e r  o f  Educa t ion  Vander Z a l m  c l a s h e d  w i t h  bo th  t h e  BCTj? and 
I 

7 

i 
BCSTA o v e r  h i s  v iews  on c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n  . One o f  BCSTA p r e s i d e n t  

m k 5 
4 Gary B e g i n ' s  first remarks  u a s :  7 

The' B.C. S c h o o l  T r u s t e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  w a n t s  t h e  
g a v e r n m e n t  t o  a v o i d  t a m p e r i q g  w i t h  t h e  t e a c h e r s f  
c o l l e c t i v e  a g r g e m e n t  a n d  r o l l i n g  b a c k  sa lar ies  t h i s  

. 
September.  (PA1 ) 

T e a c h e r s  c o n s i d e r e d  V a n d e r  Z a l m ' s  s u g g e s t k o n s  t o  r o l l b a c k  - 
s a l a r i e s  a n  i n f r i n g e m e n t  on t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  b h g a i n i n g  r i g h t s  : 

: " ' I n  p r i n c i p l e  i t  is  i l l e g a l  f o r  u s  t o  open o u r  c o n t r a c t  
-- and o u r  salaries are n o t  u n r k a s o n a b l e .  ( t e a c h e r ,  
PA3 , 

E l l i o t t  [ t e a c h e r f  s a i d  s h e  would be p repared  t o  see h e r  
s a l a r y  r o l l e d  back as a "last o p t i o n n  t o  s a v e  h e r  j o b ,  
b u t  s h e  a d d e d  t h e  money c o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be  s a v e d  i n  



o t h e r  ways and t h e  t e a c h e r s  should n o t  be asked t o  open 
.- 

t h e i r  c o n t r a ~  t . ( SS2 ) 

We s e t t l e d  on  a r b i t ~ a t i o n  t o  se t t l e  our  c o n t r a c t  and 
t h e n  a l l  of a s ~ d d d  we are t o l d  w e  have  t o  t a k e  a 
ro l lback .  (SO931 I 

The S c h o o l  S e r v i c e  (1nteri.m) Act i n t r o m e d  by Vander-Zalm, c u t  

f i v e  paid non - in s t ruc t iona l  days from t e a c h e r s .  L a r r y  Kuehn o f  t h e  

BCTF spoke a g a i n s t  t h e  b i l l ,  arguing:  . 

. . . e v e r y b o d y  who:works h a s  a  r i g h t  t o  c o l l e c t i v e  
barga in ing .  (Polo)  

I t  w i l l  mean t h e  abso lu t e , .  d e s t r u c t y o n  o f  t e a c h e r s t  
b a r g a i n i n g  r i g h t s  i f  t h e y  d o  g o  t h r o u g h  w i t h  i t .  

V a n d e r  Za lm e n c o u n t e r e d  more o p p o s i t i o n  when B e  P r . a v i n u  

obta ined  leaked p roposa l s  of change$ t o  t h e  School  ~b-t. Vander  Zalm 
. . 

expl-ed t h e  proposed changes: + 
Vander Zalm c o n f i r m e d  t o  r e p o r t e r s  t h a t  among some of * 

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  be ing  considered i n  an  o v e r a l l  review - 
of  t h e  School Act are proposals :  
To change t h e  c u r r e n t  system i n  which i n d i v i d u a l  s choo l  
d i s t r i c t s  n e g o t i a t e  agreements i n  t h e i r  community t o  a  
province wide ba rga in ing  system. 
To e l i m i n a t e  o r  " u p d a t e n  t h e  compulsory  a r b i t r a t i o n  

. p r o c e s s .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t e a c h e r s ,  who do  n o t  h a v e  t h e  
, r i g h t  t o  . s t r i k e ,  have  t h e i r  c o n t r - a c t  d i s p u t e  p u t  t o  
\ a r b i t r a t i o n  if t h e y  are u n a b l e  t o  r e a c h  a g r e e m e n t  
through n e g o t i a t i o n s .  ( SO1 6 ) 

.z- 
Begin  o f  t h e  BCSTA and Kuehn of  t h e  BCTF reqponded n e g a t i v e l y  t o  

. - 
Vander Zalmls proposed changes t o  t h e  School k c t .  r 

L 



Begin s a i d  l e a &  a r e  a l s o  s e r i o u s l y  damaging c o l l e c t i v e  
b a r g a i n i n g  between t e a c h e r s  and s c h o o l  b o a r d s  b e c a u s e  
n e i t h e r  s i d e  knows w h e t h e r  t h e  government w i l l  a l l o w  
agreements  t o  s t a n d  f o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  1983. It makes 
i t  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t r u s t e e s  t o  b a r g a i n  i n  good 
f a i t h ,  no m a t t e r  how good  t h e i r  own i n t e n t i o n s  m i g h t  
b e ,  he  s a i d .  (PN1) 

S c h o o l  b o a r d s  < c  t i v e l  i n v o l v e d  i n  n e g o t i a t i o n s  must 
now c o p e  w i t h  s t a t e m e n t s  t h a t  m a k e  a m o c k e r y  o f  
mean ingfu l ,  good f a i t h  b a r g a i n i n g .  (Begin,  SO171 

3- 

He [ ~ u e h n l ~ s a i d  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h a t  r e v e l a t i o n s  
a b o u t  r e v i s i o n s  t o  t h e  a c t  were  l e a k e d  o n l y  two weeks 
b e f o r e  t h e  N o v e m b e r  45 n e g o t i a t i o n  d e a d l i n e  f o r  
t e a c h e r s  and b o a r d s .  There have been s u g g e s t i o n s ,  he  
s a i d ;  $ h a t  i t  might  have been a  d e l i b e r a t e  a t t e m p t  t o  
f u r t h e r  confuse  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  (SO1 7 )  

C 

A n o t h e r  a r e a  of, d - i s a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  BCTF p r e s i d e n t  and  

vandeb Zalm was o v e r  b a r g a i n i n g  working c o n d i t i o n s .  Kuehn s u p p o r t e d  

t h e  i d e a  of hav ing  working c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t .  

Teachers  a r e  expec ted  t o  v o t e  i n  f a v o r  o f  Qeing b rought  
under  t h e  Labor Code as a  uh ion  a t  t h e i r  ~ p r i l  m e e t i n g  . . . Kuehn s a i d  t h a t  as a  un ion ,  t e a c h e r s  would be a b l e  
t o  n e g o t i a t e  terms and c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e i r  employment  , 
where a s  now they  c a n  o n l y  n e g o t i a t e  s a l a r i e s .  (PO21 

k i' 
V a n d e r  Z a l m  was gai  n s t  h a v i n g  w o r k i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  

.$ 

c o n t r a c t  : 

"If ( t e a c h e r s )  c a n  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  a p r e t t y  s u b s t a n t i a l  
c l u b  how many h o u r s  t h e y  w i l l  work o r  w h a t  s i z e  o f  
c l a s s  t h e y  w i l l  t e a c h  o r  what l e s s o n s  w i l l  be provided 
o r  how t h e y  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d ,  [ t h e n  t h e y  w i l l  1 r e a l l y  
h a v e  e m p l o y e r / e m p l o y e e  c o n d i t i o n s  a l l  w i t h i n  t h e i r  
c o n t r o l , "  V a n d e r  Z a l m  s a i d .  "It d o e s n ' t  make much 
s e n s e ,  " h e  added. ( SD3) 



- 
Gary ~ & & n  o f  t h e  B,CSTA a g r e e d  w i t h  Vander Zalm's p o s i t i o n :  

The  BCSTA m a i n t a i n s  t h e  t e a c h e r s  now h a v e ,  no l e g a l  
d- - r i g h t  u n d e r  t h e  S c h o o l  A c t  t o  n e g o t i a t e  w o r k i n g  

c o n d i t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  boards  t h a t  employ them, and 

4 
E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Zalm a g r e e s .  (PM10) 

1 

B o t h  ~ a n d b r  Z a l m  a n d  P r e m i e r  B e n n e t t  s p o k e  a g a i n s t  t h e  
/ 

a r b i t r a t i o n  sys tem a s  p a r t  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g :  

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander  Z a l m  s a y s  h e ' d  r a t h e r  
h a v e  s c h o o l s  s h u t  down b y  t e a c h e r s 1  s t r i k e s  a n d  
l o c k o u t s  t h a n  c o n t i n u e  r e l y i n g  o n  a r b i t r a t i o n  t o  
d e t e r m i n e  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s .  (SD131, 

B e n n e t t  s lammed t h e  a r b i t r a t i o n  sys tem a t  a n  e a r l i e r  
l u n c h ,  s a y i n g  i t  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  a s  a  l a s t  r e s o r t  b u t  
n o t  r e l i e d  o n .  The t e a c h e r s  s c o f f e d  a t  t h i s ,  s a y i n g  
t h e  a r b i t r a t i o n  r o u t e  i s  l a i d  o u t  i n  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  
p r y d i n c e  . ( SF221 

d 
BCTF p r e s i d e n t  L a r r y  Kuehnls  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e i r  d e w s  was: 

What t h e  government is a s k i n g  f o r  is  a  breakdown o f  t h e  
b i n d i n g  w b i t r a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  been i n  p l a c e  f o r  decades .  
(SM2) ' 

C o m m e n t a r i e s  t h a t  s u p p o r t e d  Vander  Zalmls i d e a s  o n  c o l l e c t i v e  

b w % a i n i n g  i n c l u d e d  : - 

I t ' s  t r u e  t h a t ,  as a p r i n c i p l e  t e , a c h e r s  s h o u l d  n o t  be 
f o r c e d  t o  t a k e  less  t h a n  t h e i r  n e g o t i a t e d  c o n t r a c t s  
s t i p u l a t e ,  which i s  what t h e  b i l l  i n  e f f e c t  does .  But 
w i t h  t h e i r  a v e r a g e  s a l a r y  o f  $33,, 9 3 4 ,  t h e y ' l l  g e t  n o  
s u p p o r t  i n  f i g h t i n g  t h e  r o l l b a c k s  f r o m  B r i t i s h  



C o l u m b i a n s ,  o n e  o u t  o f  e i g h t  o f  whom i s  j o b l e s s .  
- (PES5) 

F i n a l  o f f e r  a r b i t r a t i o n  c a n  become s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  
l o t t e r y  i n  which one s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  " b e t s n  o n  t h e  
o u t c o m e  by s e t t i n g  a  f i g u r e  i n  h o p e s  t h e  a r b i t r a t o r  
w i l l  buy. And t h e  s y s t e m  d e n i e s  t h e  a r b i t r a t o r  t h e  
f r e e d o m  t o  d e c i d e  t h e  mos t  a p p r o p r i a t e  award i n  t h e  
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  A b e t t e r  i d e a  m i g h t  b e  t o  s e t  u p  
p r o v i n c e  wide b a r g a i n i n g ,  w i t h  t h e  t r u s t e e s  a s s o c i a t i o n  

i 

f a c i n g  a  t e a c h e r s f  c e n t r a l  b a r g a i n i n g  agency.  (PE08) 

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  Vander Zalm is r i g h t  -- i t  is h i g h  
time we e n d e d  t h e  a n n u a l  t r i b a l  d a n c e  o v e r  t e a c h e r  
s a l a r y  agreements  ... One obv ious  way t h i s  r i t u a l  c o u l d  
be a v o i d e d ,  w i t h  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s a v i n g s  i n  n e g o t i a t i o n  
c o s t s  a n d  a  l e s s e n i n g  o f  a n n u a l  t r u s t e e - t e a c h e r  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n s ,  would  b e  a  p r o v i n c e - w i d e  s e t t l e m e n t  
i n s t i t u t e d  by t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  as i n  t h e  
p r o v i n c e  o f  New Brunswick.  (PLJ40) 

a. 

T h o s e  c o m m e n t a r i e s  t h a t  s p o k e  a g a i n s t  t h e  v i e w s  o n  c o l l e c t i v e  

b a r g a i n i n g  h e l d  by Vander Zalm i n c l u d e d  : 

The V a n d e r  Zalm l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  a l r e a d y  v i o l a t e d  t h e  
s a n c t i t y  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t  b y  a r b i t r a r i l y  a n d  
r e t r o a c t i v e l y  chang ing  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  c o n t r a c t s  be tween 
t e a c h e r s  and s c h o o l  boards .  (SCS7) 

'. . . t h e  l a s t  p r o p o s e d  a s s a u l t  o n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  t h e  
l e a k e d  c a b i n e t  document t h a t  would a l l o w  c o n t r a c t s  t o  
be  t u r n e d  i n t o  p u t t y  w h i l e  t e a c h e r s  were l a i d  o f f  and 
s c h o o l  s h u t  down. (PC010) 

So B i l l  Vander Z a l m  is  " a g h a s t w  a t  t h e  r e c e n t  t e a c h e r s f  
a r b i t r a t i o n  r e s u l t s !  . . . Perhaps  h e  i s  n o t  a w a r e  t h a t  
t h e  c o n c e p t  of a r b i t r a t i o n  means ' t h a t  bo th  s i d e s  i n  t h e  
argument have been u n a b l e  t o  a g r e e -  and hence t h e y  w e r e  
w i l l i n g  t o ,  w i t h o u t  i n t e r f e r e n c e  o f  t h e  t h i r d  
p a r t y .  What r e a l l y  s a v i n g  i s  t h a t  a r b i t r a t i o n  is  
f i n e  a s  l o n  e  a r b i t r a t i o n  board a g r e e s  w i t h  him 
-- which i n  e  would have meant no i n c r e a s e  f o r  
t e a c h e r s .  (SLJ30) 



It c o u l d  be  a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  news o n  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  was 
.. 

provid , ing  . t h e  e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  w i t h  a s e n s e  o f  s t a b i l i t y  a t  a time 

w h e n  t h e  s y s t e m  w a s  t h r e a t e n e d .  The  power  o f  t h e  ~ i n i s ! ? ;  o f  
L 

E d u c a t i o n ,   ill- V a n d e r  Z a l m  was c h e c k e d  by t pe  l a w s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  

c o l ~ l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  p r o c e s s .  He s p o k e  a g a i n s t  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e s e  

l a w s  i n  s u g g e s t i n g  t e a a h e r s  r o l l  back t h e i r  salar ies  after  a c o n t r a c t  

had been  s e t t l e d  and i n  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  a r b i t r a t i o n  s y s t e m  o f  s e t t l i n g  

c o n t r a c t s .  a 
T h e  a t t e n t i o n  g i v e n  by t h e  p r e s s  t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  

b a r g a i n i n g  r e f l e c t s  a g e n e r a l  p o l a r i t y  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  of B.C. between 

t h e  u n i o n  movement, as r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  BCTF, and t h e  S o c i a l  C r e d i t  

government .  The d i f f e r e n c e s  b e  t w e e n  , t h e s e  two  g r o u p s  a r e  a t h e m e  

t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e  i s s u e s  i n  e d u c a t i & .  

Teache r  A c W S t r i k e g  . 
5 ,  

A c t i o n  by  t e a c h e r s  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  program i n c l u d e d  : 

work t o  r u l e ,  r a l l i e s ,  a n t i - r e s t r a i n t  c a m p a i g n s ,  t h r e a t e n e d  s t r i k e  

a c t i o n  and n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  government. \The i s s u e  o f  s t r i k e s  was 
i 

t h e  f i r s t  t o  r e c e i v e  a t t e n t i o n .  W h e n , t e a c h e r  l a y o f f s  w e r e  b e i n g  

c o n s i d e r e d  a s  a s o l u t i o n  t o  b u d g e t  c u t s ,  t e a c h e r s  t h r e a t e n e d  s t r i k e  % .  

a c t i o n .  

S u r r e y  t e a c h e r s  W n e s d a y  vowed t o  s t r i k e  i f  t h e  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t  a t t e m p t s , * t o  l a y o f f  t e a c h e r s  as p a r t  o f  t h e  
B. C. government  s r e s t r a i n t  program. ( PS2) 

... L a r r y  Kuehn, who warned Wednesday t h a t  h i s  members  
w i l l  s t r i k e  i f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  d o e s n ' t  c h a n g e  i t s  



e d u c a t i o n a l  p o l i c i e s .  ( SO6 1 

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Z a l m  was opposed t o  s t r i k e s :  

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander ~ a l m ' h a s  t d r e a t e n e d  t o  
r e p l a c e  any t e a c h e r  who g o e s  on s t r i k e .  (PS~)@ 

# 

B e h i n d  t h i s  o p p o s i t i o n  was t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  d i d  n o t  

have t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e :  "There i s  no p r o v i s i o n  f o r  them t o  s t r i k e "  

( V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  P02). One c o l u m n i s t ,  h o w e v e r ,  p o i n t e d  t o  a n  

i n c o n s i s t e n c y  i n  Vander Zalmls view on t h e  i s s u e  o f  s t r i k e s :  

Mr. Vander  Zalm who b n l y  t h r e e  m 8 t h s " a g o  sugges ted  ., 
t h a t  any t e a c h e r  who walked a  p i c k e t  l i n e  o u g h t  t o  be -. , 

l a s h e d  w i t h  a wet t h o n g  and  t h e n  d i s m i s s e d ,  s w e e t l y  
t o l d  M r .  Webster t h a t  he  t h i n k s  t e a c h e r s  s h o u l d  i n d e e d  - 
h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  f u l l  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  and a l l  
accompanying r i g h t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e .  
(SCJ12) 

L a r r y  Kuehn o f  t h e  BCTF p r e s e n t e d  r e a s o n s  why t e a c h e r s  could  s t r i k e :  

" T h e r e ' s  no m e n t i o n  of  s t r i k e s  i n  t h e  S c h o o l  A c t , "  
Kuehn s a i d .  "Because o f  s a l a r y  b a r g a i n i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  
t h e r e  i s  a w i d e s p r e a d  myth t h a t  t e a c h e r s  do n o t  have I 

t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e  . .. b u t  we h a v e  a number o f  l e g a l  
o p i n i o n s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t a t  t e a c h e r s  do have t h e  r i g h t  
i f  t h e  b o a r d  u n i l a t e r a l l y  c h a n g e s  t h e  terms a n d  
c o n d i t i o n s  o f  employment, which 9s e x a c t l y  what t h e y ' v e  
done w i t h  t h e s e  f i r i n g s .  (SS3) 

i 
i( T e a c h e r s ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  had i n d i c a t e d  t h e y  would n o t  p r e s s  f o r  t h e  r i g  t 

t o  s t r i k e :  



I n  a  m a i l - i n  v o t e  completed i n  March, t e a c h e r s  v o t e d  59 
p e r  c e n t  a g a i n s t  p r e s s i n g  f o r -  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e .  
( PO2 ) 

L. 
I n  a pub?ic o p i n i o n  p o l l ,  "34.5 p e r  , c e n t  d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  t e a c h e r s  

hav ing  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e n  (SF20).  

The i s s u e  o f  s t r i k e s  d i d  agaf  n  f o r  s i x  months. The 

h e a d l i n e ,  "Teachers  v o t e  on moie t o  abandon School  Ac tw,  r e - i n t r o d u c e d  

t h e  s u b j e c t .  

B . C .  t e a c h e r s  w i l l  d e c i d e  t o d a y  i f  t h e y  w a n t  t o  be 
removed from t h e  School  Act and i n s t e a d  have t h e i r  j o b s  
s u b j e c t  t o  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l a b o u r  code ... 
This  would g i v e  t e a c h e r s  t h e  same r i g h t s  g u a r a n t e e d  t o  " 

? o t h e r  w o r k e r s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  . a l l o w i n g  . . . a 
[ g r i e v a n c e ]  r e s o l u t i o n  p rocedure  t h a t  would i n c l u d e  t h e  
r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e . . .  (PAp4) 

%" 

Two weel& l a t e r  an a r t i c l e  announced: 
0 

A g o v e r n m e n t  e d u c a t i o n  n e g o t i a t o r  s a y s  i t  was h e ,  n o t  
, t h e  B. C. T e a c h e r s F  F e d e r a t i o n ,  who p u t  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  
' t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e  o n  t h e  t a b l e  a t  a m e e t i n g  w i t h  

union r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t h e e  weeks ago.  ( PAp6 ) 

The a r t i c l e  made no ment ion o f  t h e  r e s u l t s  a t  t h e  BCTF g e n e r a l  mee t ing  

on t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a t  t e a c h e r s  b& removed f r o m  t h e  S c h o o l  Ac t  and  . . - - 
g i v e n  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e .  

The n e g o t i a t i o n s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  t h e  a r t i c l e  (PAp6) were a n o t h e r  

a c t i o n  under taken  b y ' t e a c h e r s  i n  March, 1983. 



Kuehn s a i d  i t  a p p e a r s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  prepared  t o  - 
d i s c u s s  t h e  r e a l  p r o b l e m s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  s y s t e m  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  problems t h a t  we o u t l i n e d  i n  o u r  c a l l  f o r  
nego t i a  t 3 o n s  l a s t  week. (SM3 ) 

Vander Za lmts  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e s e  n e g o t i a t i m s  w i t h  t h e  -premier  was: 
ii 

If t h e y  [BCTF] w a n t  t o  n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  t h e  p remier  o r  
t h e  p r e m i e r ' s  depu ty  o r  t h e  guy t h a t  c l e a n s  my o f f i c e  
e v e r y  n i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  o k a y  w i t h  me. B u t  t h e  p r e m i e r  
c e r t a i n l y  c o u l d p t t  c o n c l u d e  a n y t h i n g  w i t h o u t  my 
concur rence .  ( PM2 1 

The n e g o t i a t i o n s  were n o t  s u c c e s s f u l  : 

I + 

"The g o v e r n m e n t  t n e g o t i a t i n g  s e r i o u s l y  and i ts  
l a s t  p r o p o s a l  h a r m f u l  t o  t e a c h e r s  a n d  t h e  
s c h o o l  s y s t e m  t h  y  t h i n g  p u t  forward p r e v i o u s l y ,  " 
L a r r y  K u e h n ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f '  t h e  B.  C .  T e a c h e r s t  
F e d e r a t i o n ,  s a i d  Thursday.  ( PM13) 

" H i s  [Vander Zalmts]  i n t e r e s t  seems t o  be i n  n o t  h a v i n g  
an  agreement , "  Kuehn s a i d  ... (SM12) 
Educa t ion  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Zalm s a y s  a w a l k o u t  by 
t e a c h e r s  f r o m  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  p roves  h e ' s  
b e e n  r i g h t  a l l  a l o n g :  The t e a c h e r s t  f e d e r a t i o n  was 
j u s t .  p l a y i n g  p o l i t i c s .  ( PM14) 

T e a c h e r s  i n i t i a t e d  o t h e r  a c t i o n s  th roughout  t h e  y e a r  i n  r e s p o n s e  

t o  t h e  budget c u t s  t h a t  r e c e i v e d  newspaper coverage.  

About 1 , 0 0 0  teaahers i n  Kamloops h a v e  a l s o  vowed t o  
p u r s u e  a w o r k - t o - r u l e  c a m p a i g n  t h a t  h a s  h a l t e d  a l l  
s u p e r v i s e d  e x t r a  c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  
u n t i & , t h e  g d v e r n m e n t  i n c r e a s e s  e d u c a t i o n  s p e n d i n g .  
(So71 7 3T 



E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander Z a l m  g o t  a box o f  dead 
f l o w e r s ,  a b o t t l e  o f  E x t r a  S t r e n g t h  T y l e n o l  a n d  m e d i a  
c o v e r a g e  o f  h i m s e l f  d e f e n d i n g  e d u c a t i o n  s p e n d i n g  
r e s t r a i n t  t o  a h o s t i l e  c rowd o f  a b o u t  4 , 0 0 0  .-, B u t  
w h e n  i t  w a s  o v e r ,  t h e r e  was no i n d i c a t i o n  t h a t  a 
2 1/2-hour B.C. Teachers '  F e d e r a t i o n  r a l l y  a t  t h e  PNE 
Agrodome Wednesday n i g h t  changed anyone ' s  p o s i t i o n  on  
t h e  government I s  e d u c a t i o n  r e s t r a i n t -  program. (SO1 3 )  

We w a n t  t o  e x p l a i n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  what t h e  budget  c u t s  
a r e  do ing  ... We'll i n c l u d e  a l o t  o f  r a d i o  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  
some d o o r  t o  door  c a n v a s s i n g ,  mee t ing  with,  p a r e n t s  and 
l o b b y i n g  i n  s h o p p i n g  m a l l s .  ( l o c a l  t e a c h e r s '  
a s s o c i a t i o n  p r e s i d e n t ,  PN3) 

% 

E d i t o r i a l s ,  c o l u m n i s t s ,  and l e t te rs  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  e x p r e s s e d  v iews  

on t e a c h e r  a c t i o n .  Some o f  t h e  c o m m e n t a r i e s  v i e w e d  t e a c h e r  a c t i o n  

p o s i t i v e l y  : 

U n d e r  t h e  L a b o u r  C o d e ,  t h e y  [ t e a c h e r s ]  w o u l d  
undoubtedly  have more f r e e d o m  to b a r g a i n  ,. p r e s u m a b l y  
w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  t o  s t r i k e  now d e n i e d  by t h e  P u b l i c  
School  Act. ( PEApl9) 

And w h a t  i s  m o s t  i n t e r e s t i n g  a b o u t  t h i s  is t h a t  more 
t e a c h e r s  a p p e a r  convinced t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  i s  t h e  
o n l y  way t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  S o c r e Q s ,  j u s t  l i k e  i n  1972 
when t e a c h e r s  o r g a n i z e d  t o  t u r f  W. A. C. B e n n e t t  o u t  o f  
o f f  i c e .  ( PC09 ) L 

u "I 

There  were a l s o  commentaries t h a t  opposed t e a c h e r  a c t i o n  : 

I t  i s  p r o p e r  f o r  t h e  m i n i s t e r  t o  d e c l a r e  t h a t  a 
t e a c h e r s '  s t r i k e  would n o t  be t o l e r a t e d .  (SES4) 

We n e e d  d e d i c a t i o n ,  n o t  u n i o n  m i l i t a n c y  ( w h i c h  i s  
a n o t h e r  word f o r  g r e e d ) .  ( PLO27) 

T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t e a c h e r  a c t i o n  was t h e  f i f t h  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  



m e n t i o n e d  i s s u e  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  l a r g e  i n t e r e s t  

g rbup  p r o t e s t s  and c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  g a i n  c o n a i d e r g b l e  

m e d i a  c o v e r a g e .  One e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  g i v e n  t h i s  k ind o f  

d i s o r d e r  news i s  t h a t  t h i s  news s u g g e s t s  t h e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  a n d  n e e d  

f o r  o r d e r  i n  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  sys tem.  Teacher a c t i o n  was a  t h r e a t  t o  

t h i s  o r d e r .  A n o t h e r  e x p l a n a t i o n  m i g h t  b e  t h a t  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  

c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  t h e  d i s o r d e r  t o  make t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a need 
sn 

f o r  government t o  change i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o  s t e r s ' s v  ews. L - 
The i s s u e  o f  s c h o o l  bo'ard autonomy c e n t e r e d  on t h e  c o n f l i c t  o f  

j u r i s d i c t i o n  b e t w e e n  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  a n d  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  Many o f  

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  Vander Zalmts moves were  i n t e r p r e t e d  as i n f r i n g i n g  

06 s c h o o l  board r i g h t s .  

The f i r s t  e v e n t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s c h o o l  board autonomy 

was t h e  ' impos i t ion  o f  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  b u d g e t  c u t s  a f t e r  t h e y  had  

a p p r o v e d  s c h o o l  b o a r d  b u d g e t s .  As: t h e  c h a i r p e r s o n  o f  t h e  Vancouver 

School  Board p u t  i t :  "The government is  b r e a k i n g  a c o n t r a c t  a s  f a r  as  

we c a n  t e l l  " ( SS7 ) . The ~ a n c o u v e r  S c h o o l  Board  c h a l l e n g e d  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  c u t b a c k s  b e f o r e  t h e  B.C. Supreme C o u r t .  The d e c i s i o n  was 

1 - t h a t  t h e  government budget c u t s  imposed on s c h o o l  boards  were l e g a l .  : 

A f t e r  t h i s  r u l i n g ,  Vander Z a l m  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  governmbn-t  
- 

-. 
e x p e c t e d  s c h o o l  boards  t o  comply t o  c u t s :  

9 



4 t  

' i  

If school  boards d o n ' t  go a long  wi th  t h e  proposed c u t s ,  
" t h e n  o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  f a c e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y - o f  a 
t r u s t e e , "  s a i d  Vandeg Zalm. "HopeCully, t h a t  wouldn't  

t 
happen, b e c a u s e ,  when you s e n t  i n  a t r u - % t e e ,  you i n  

4 a e f f e c t  cance l  t h e  school  board ' " (SS7) . I 

I n  t h e  same a r t i c l e  BCSTA P r e s i d e n t ,  Gary Begin was qyoted:  

'\ 2 

The 51 3 t rustees  o f  t h i s  p r o v i n c e  r e p r e s e n t  d i r e c t l y  b 

t h e  people  i n  B.C. who c a r e  more a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n  t h a n  
a b o u t  p o l i t i c s .  I n  t h e  f i n a l  analy&, I b e l i e v e  your 
d e c i s i o n  w i l l  be  r e n d e r e d  p r a c t i c a l l y  a n d  mor  a 1  l y  

fl i n d e f e n s i b l e .  ( SS6 ) 
I 

The newspaper  r e a d e r  d o e s  n o t  know what "your d e c i s i o n w  was because 
L. 

t h i s  message was s e n t  t o  Vander  Zalm b e f o r e  h e  announced  h e  would 

appoin t  t r u s t e e s .  The "your d e c i s i o n n  probably r e f e r s  t o  budge t  cu t s .  

Larry Kuehn of t h e  BCTF a l s o  e x p r e s s e d  h i s  v i e w s  o n  t h e  b u d g e t  

d e c i s i o n :  
/' 

'J 
Larry Kuehn, of t h e  B.C. T e a c h e r s t . F e d e r a t i o n  
-- who e s t i m a t e d  t h e r e  ape 1 , 5 0 0  t e a c h e r  j o b s  
t h r e a t e n e d  -- s a i d  t h e  c o u r t  r u l i n g  means government 
has  des t royed  t h e  autonomy of school  BQards ... "Boards 
c a n  no l o n g e r  c o u n t  on t h e  word o f  gove rnmen t  when 
g r a n t s  are announced. It's impossible  t o  p l a n  a schoo l  
y e a r  when t h e r e ' s  no  s t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  amount t h e y ' l l  
r ece ive .  " (PSI 0) 

S e v e r a l  oommentaries expressed concern,over  l o s s  of  school  board 
,. 

autonomy : . 
1 

I 
Educat ion Min i s t e r  Vander Zalm is quoted as s a y i n g  t h a t  

a & _  



e 166. 

. *  
e v e n  if t h e  V a n c o u v e r  School  Board 's  c h a l l e n g e  t o  t h e  
m i n i s t r y ' s  c u t b a c k  i n  s c h o o l  board budge t s  i s  upheld  by 
t h e  c o u r t s ,  t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e  w i l l  be r e c a l l e d  
t o  l e g a l i z e  t h e  o r d e r  . . . Many c o l l e a g u e s  o f  my own 
c h i l d h o o d  d i e d  i n  t h e  Second  World War t o  make i t  

c 
p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  l i v e  u n d e r  a s y s t e m  w h e r e  n o  
g o v e r n m e n t  would'  bend  and  a d  j u s t  t h e  l a y  t o  s u i t  i ts  
p a s s i n g  whim. (PLS6) 

"School board autonomyw means t r u s t e e s  d o i n g  V i c t o r i a ' s  
d i r t y  work. A f t e r  t h e  i m p ~ s i t i o n  of t h e  new e d u c a t i o n  
f i n a n c e  f o r m u l a . ,  p l u s  two S o c r e d  b u d g e t  c u t b a c k s ,  
boards  have no real autonomy. (PCA2) 

v 

The m a j o r  c o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r  t h :  i s s u e  o f  s c h o o l -  board autonomy 
\I 

o c c u r r e d  when Vander Zalm i n t r o d u c e d  a b i l l  which s t a t e d :  

w A l l  t e r m i n a t i o n  n o t i c e s  s e n t  o u t  t o  s c h o o l  boards'now 
must be r e s c i n d e d  and no c Q t s  c a n  b e  made t o  s p e c ~ a l  
e d u c a t i o n  programs. ( PS20 1 

0 

- - ,  

The b i l l  "spared immediate o u t r a g e "  (PS20).  Responses i n c l u d e d :  

The b i l l  p l a c e s  a l l  schoo l  d i s t r i c t s  under  t r u s t e e s h i p  
and t h e  people  o f  B.C. d o n ' t  t r u s t  o r  a c c e p t  word o f  
t h i s  s i n g l e  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  t r u s t e e ,  who h a s  n o  
commitment t o  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  (New Democra t i c  P a r t y  
e d u c a t i o n  c r i t i c .  ( PS22) 

P r o p o s e d  ~ d i c a  t i o n - r e s t r a i n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  d e s t r o y  
t h e  au tonomy o f  l o c a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d s ,  a n g r y  s c h o o l  
t r u s t e e s  c h a r g e d  W d T . s d a y .  Leach [ v i c e - p r e s i d e n t  o f  
t h e  BCSTA] s a i d  " t h e  w r i t i n g  i s  o n  t h e  w a l l n  t h a t  t h e  
p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  t a k i n g  o v e r ' t h e  r i g h t s  o f  
s c h o o l  b o a r d s  t o  make l o c a l  d e c i s i o n s  ... Vander s c h o o l  
b o a r d  t r u s t e e  Gary  O n s t a d  s a i d  t h e  new l e g k s l a t i o g  
"makes a mockery o f  l o c a l  autonomy. Schao l  boards  have 

- b e e n  l e f t  i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  o f  n o t  be ing  a b l e  t o  make 
- any d e c i s i o n s  a t  a l l . "  (SS14) 

I t  ' s  a n o t h e r  s e v e r e  b l o w  a g a i n s t  l o c a l  au tonomy.  
( t r u s t e e ,  PS2 1 )  



Taken a t  f a c e  va lue ,  t h e  b i l l  q u i t e  c l e a r l y  emascula tes  
t h e  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  ... I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  
s y s t e m ,  t h e  .government h a s  gone beyond e s t a b l i s h i n g  
uash l i m i t s .  It h a s  i n  e f f e c t  put  t he  e d u c a t i o n  system 
under  p r o v i n c i a l  r e c e i v e r s h i p .  (SCS6 ) 

The i s s u e  of  s.chool b o a r d  autonomy s u r f a c e d  againwwhen Vander 

Zalm o b j e c t e d  t o  the,  a r b i t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  and  p a y  h i k e s  a w a r d e d  

t eache r s .  

The a r b i t r a t i o n  p r o c e s s  b e s i d e s  being cos t fy ,  doesn l  t 
work because t h e  t e a c h e r s  have  l e a r n e d  t o  'set t h e i r  
s a l a r y  demands h igh  ... Vander Zalm f a v o r s  wage f r e e z e s  
f o r  t e a c h e r s  and h a s  warned t h a t  c u r r e n t  a r b i t r a t i o n  
awards  o f  be tween  t h r e e  and 6 .5  p e r  c e n t  w i l l  cause 
"massive l a y o f f s n .  (SD13) 

Larry Kuehn is  then  quoted i n  t h e  same a r t i c l e  saying:  

He [Lar ry  Kuehn] s a i d  school  boards have l o s t  t h e  power 
t o  ba rga in  when t h e  p r o v i n c i a l  government  d e c i d e s  t o  
set  t h e i r  budgets  f o r  them. (SD13) 

I n  a n o t h e r  S u n a r t i c l e  appear ing  t h e  same day, BCSTA p r e s i d e n t ,  Gary 
1 

B e g i n ,  p r e s e n t s  v i e w s  t h a t  a r e  sympa$he t i c  t o  V a n d e r  Z a l m t  s on! 

a r b i t r a t i o n :  
Q 

B. C. School T rus t ee s  Assoc ia t ion  p r w i d e n t '  agreed t h a t  
a r b i t r a t i o n  of  s a l a r y  d i s p u t e s ,  whi le  "a very  expens ive  8 
v e h i c l e w  i s  a  n e a e s s a r y  e v i l .  School boards can1  t do 
any th ing  except  obey t h e  law, he [Begin] s a i d .  (SD14) 

- * - +- 

One r e s u l t  f o r  t h e  newspaper &dience of t h i s  k i p 3  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  of  - 



6. a 

i d e a s ,  i s  t h a t  v i e w p o i n t s  on  i s s u e s  s u c h  as a r b i t r a t i o n  a n m y  ' * 

h i k e s  a r e  qo t  connected. Lar ry  Kuehnfs  and Gary ~ e g i h t s  r e m a r k s  a r e  
a 

p r e s e n t e d  a s  * i s o l a t e d  v i ews  i n  two a r t i c l e s .  Because a rgpaen t s  are 
i. , - 

n o t  p r e s e n t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  one  a n o t h e r ,  t h e  a n a l y s i s  a n d  

unders tanding  o f  an i s s u e  is d i f f i c u l t .  
u, 

The p r e s s  was a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  BCSTA t o  v o i s e  i t s  c o n c e r n  t h a t  
3 

a s p e c t s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  g o v e r n a n c e  be c o n t r o l l e d  aJ a  community l e v e l .  -k 

BCTF p r o b a b l y  - a l i g n e d  w i t h  t h e  BCSTAvs p o s i t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  would 
0 ,  d 

S 

b e n e f i t  t h e i r  i ~ t e r e s t s  8 0  h a v e  a  combined o p p o s i t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  
t 3 

government. 

I 

R e s t r a i n t  E f f e c t s  on+S tuden ta  axid P r o m m  - -, 

- L a r r y  Kuehn, ~ + e s i d e n t  of t h e  BCTF i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  i s s u e  o n  
. L  " 

r e s t r a i n t  " e f f e c t s  on s t u d e n t s  and programs: 

i 
'. 

E d u c a t i o n  cutbacks w i l l  r esu&in  massive unemployment 
among t e a c h e r s ,  h ighe r  p u p i l -  t e a c h e r  r a t i o s ,  r e d u c e d  

- e q u i p m e n t  and s u p p l i e s  and a g e n e r a l  d e c l i n e  i n  t h e  
q u a l i t y  o f  &ducation. (PA21 

. Teachers  a l s o  r e p o r t e d  on e f f e c t s :  
@=-'--% 

1 
i 

i 

P- , My d i s t r i c t  c a n ' t  a f f o r d  t o  l a y o f f  p e o p l e .  Already 
s p e c i a l  programs and s e r v i c e s  have been c u t .  S t u d e n t s  
w i l l  b e  paying f o r  government mismanagement. , ( P A 3 )  - 

Tedcheg a i d e s ,  one ,of t h e  cogs i n  f i t t i n g  h a n d i c a p p e d  , 

s t u d e n t s  i n t o  t h e  mainstream of t h e  educa t ion  system, 

2' 
are l a i d  o f f  and t h e  b l i n d  s t u d e n t s  who need  them t o  

T t r a n ' s c r i b e  no t e s  from B r a i l l e  are dumped back' i n t o  t h e  
& I "  --h 

, - 



f u l l  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  s e t t i n g .  (PS43) . 
,', 

\ Basic  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  s u p p l i e s  haye been c u t  . . . L i b r a r y  
a u d i o '  v i s u a l  c o l l e c t i o n  h a s  been  f r o z e n  . . . S c h o o l  
maintenance w i l l  s u f f e r  . . . Const ruc t ion  work h a s  b e e n  
d e l a y e d .  F i e l d  t r i p s  have  been  f rozen .  ( p r i n c i p a l ,  
so9)  
a 

  hey [ t e a c h e r s ]  t o l d  of c o n f u s i o n  with special ,needs - s t u d e n t s  pu t  i n  c l a s s e s  o f  40 o r  more, of  p u p i l $ - b e i n g  
s h u n t e d  t o  o t h e r  c l a s s e s  ̂ because s u b s t i t u t e s  c&hl t be 
provided r e a d i l y  when t e a c h e r s  a r e  o f f  s i c k ,  o f  s u p p l y  

d , s h o r t a g e s  t h a y  c r i p p w  llrany cod r se s  and a c t i v i t i k s ,  o f  
d i e t r e s s  and discouragement i n  the  classroom. (SN5) 

~ o m r n e n t a r i e s ~ e k ~ r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  o v ~ e r  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  e f f e c t s '  on - a -  
l'' 

r s t k n t s  and programs: ) 

And w h a t  . a b o u t  t h e . k i d s ?  Remember t h e  k i d s ?  Our 
f u t u r e  and all  t h a t  s t u f f .  Th ings  t h e y  o n c e  e n j o y e d  , 
l i k e  a r t  c l a s s e s ,  t h e a t r e ,  music, French -- they 've  a l l  1 . . 
b e e ~ c u t  back. (PCN13) 

I l ea rned  a t  a meet ing a t  p o r t  K e l l s  school  t h a t  one of  . 
t h e  93 t e a c h e r s  g i v e n  t h e i r  t e r m i n a t i o n  n o t i c e  i s  
B i l l ' s  t e a c h e r .  Her program w i l l  be e l iminated. .  No 
o n e  knows  w h a t  w i l l  b e  d o n e -  w i t h  B i l l  a n d  h i s  
c lassmates .  (SLO14) .L I 

. , -2 
I am a q r a d e  1 2  s t u d e n t  w i t h  f i r s t - c l a s s  s t a n d i b  a t  
Alpha w o n d a r y  s choo l  i n  North Burnaby, B. C. and  you 
shoul 'd/be a w a r e  how t h e  t i g h t  budge t  i s  f e l t  by t h e  
s t u d e n t s  of  my school . . .  Burnaby schoo l s  no l o n g e r  h i r e  
s y b s t i t u t e  t e a c h e r s  f o r  me o r  two days absence of* t h e  
regu& t eache r .  A s  a r e sk t ,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  are l e Y t  
yi& ksat is f  a c t o r y  i n s t ruc t ion . .  . ( PLS12) 

Golly gee, M r .  vander '  Zalm, t o d a y  t h &  wiped'-out t h e  LI 

F r e n c h  program i n  my school  d i s t r i c t ,  k i n d e r g a r t e n  t o  
Grade 6. (PLS16) I 

4 2 - 

C l a s s  s i z e  was f r e q  $ t l y  men t ioned  as a f a c t o r  a f f e c t i n g  



s t u d e n t s .  . Educa t ion  M i n i s t e r  Vander Z a l m  s t a t e d  : 

. . . h e  i s  n o t  o p p o s e d  t o  i n c r e a s i n g  c l a s s  s i z e  - a s  one 
way t o  meet t h e  c u t b a c k s .  (PS3) 

Teachers  .opposed i n c r e a s e  i n  c l i s s  s i z e :  

Those  c h a n g e s  [ i n  c o n d i t i o n s ]  a r e  a l r e a d y  b s i n g  made 
1 w i t h  changes  i n  c l a s s  s i z e .  (Kuehn, PO21 - '- ~6 

YL# 
4 

The o v e r a l l  impact of t h e  c u t b a c k s  and l a y o f f s  w i l l  be 
3' l a r g e r  c l a s s e s .  (Kuehn, SA9) 

The r e s u l t  . . . is t h a t '  c l a s s e s  w i l l  g e t  b i g g e r  and t h e  
e d u c a t i o n  s y s t e m  " a s  we know i t  w i l l  c h a n g e n .  - 
( t e a c h e r ,  S06 1  

C l a s s  K i z e s  a r e  c h a n g i n g  -- u s u a l l y  g r o w i n g .  ' 
, 

( p r i n c i p a l ,  PS12) 
@ 

Among t h e  e x a m p l e s  o f  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l s  t h e y  [ t e a c h e r s 1  a s s o c i a t i o n s  I c i t e d  : o v e r s i z e d  r 

c l a s s e s  a n d  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  h e  p f o r  t h o s e  w i t h  l e a r n i n g  
problems ... (SF21 f 

Only  o n c e  was a s t a t e m e n t  made q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  assumpt ion  t h a t  
8 

small c l a s s e s  l e a d  t o  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n :  

fl 
The a n a l y s i s  d i s p u t e s  t h e  t + a d i t i o n a l  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  
smaller c l a s s  s i z e s  l e a d  t o  b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  t h e i f -  
s t u d e n t s .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  a lmos t  p e r f e c t l y  
r e v e r s e d .  S t u d e n t s  f r o m  t h e  l a r g e s t  
c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  p r o v i n c e  b e t t e r  

c l a s s e s .  ( PD3) 
on t h e  tests t h a n  s t u d e n t s  

T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was n e v e r  l i n k e d  t o  a n y  s t a t e m e n t  w h i c h  , assumed 



l a r g e r  c l a s s e s  meant t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  q u a l i t y  e d u c a t i o n .  

Vander Z a l m  announced i n  l a t e  September,  1982, t h a t  "no c u t s  i n  

s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m s  are  a l l o w e d  w i t h o u t  m i n i s t e r i a l  a p p r o v a l n  (PS22). 

Remarks by The c o l u m n i s t ,  Nicho ls ,  s u g g e s t  s h e  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  

what t h i s  meant; - . 
+ 

M r .  ~ a n d e r  Zalmts a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  
program% w o n t t  be g u t t e d  w i t h o u t  h i s  p e r s o n a l  a p p r o v a l  
i s  n o t  v e r y  r e a s s u r i n g .  Most of t h e  s w c l a l  programs 
t h a t -  h a v e  b e e n  t h r e a t e n e d  o r  a l r e a d y  e l i m i n a t e d  b y  

. v a r i o u s  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a r e n ' t  c o v e r e d  by t h i s  
s e c t i o n .  The r e a s o n  i s  t h a t  most special p-rograms a r e  
i n v e n t i o n s  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s .  (SCS6) 

C 

T h e r e  a r e  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o f i  programs f o r  e x c e p t i o n a l  c h i l d r e n  set  up 

a l l  o v e r  B. C. under  p y o v i n c i a l  g u i d e l i n e s  and a l l  t h e s e  programs were  

p r o t e c t e d  by t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n t r o d u c e d  by-Vander Z a l m  ( ~ a g l o t ,  1984). 

Nichols  s t a t e m e n t  i s  m i s l e a d i n g  b e c a u s e  s h e  i s  n o t  u s i n g -  . the  same 

d e f i n i t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  e d u c a t i o n  as Vander  Z a l m . ,  Her d e f i n i t i o n  o f  

s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m s  p r o b a b A l y  i n c l u d e d  l o c a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  p r o g r a m s  o r  
/ 

p r o g r a m s  s u c h  a s  E n g l i s h  as a secbnd language ,  b u t  s h e  d i d  n o t  s ta te  
' .-a 

/ * 

t h i s .  Nor d i d  s h e  i n d i c a t e  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  w e r e  

p r o t e c t e d  by t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n .  The p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  c o l u m n i s t  i s  t o  

, a n a l y z e  and i n t e r p r e t  t h e  f a c t s .  T h i s  s t a t e m e n t  o n l y  c o n f u s e s  t h e  

newspaper t h e  f a c t s  are. 

e f f e c t s  o n  s t u d e n t s  a n d  p r o g r a m s  was 

o f t e n  b a s e d  o n  a s s u m p t i o n s  o f  w h a t  c o n d i t i o n s  l e d  t o  a q u a l i t y  

e d u c a t i o n .  The a u d i e n c e  was l e d  t o  a s s u m e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  f r o m  t h e  - 



numerous q u o t e s  by  t e a c h e r s  on h i g h e r  p u p i l - t e a c h e r  r a t i o s ,  o r  c u t b a c k  

o n  e q u i p m e n t  and s u p p l y  s p e n d i n g ,  t h a t  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  

s u f f e r e d .  I 

C u r r i c u l u m / s t a n d a r d s  was a n  i s s u e  which b a s i c a l l y  s t o o d  a l o n e  o f  

t h e  major  i s s u e s ,  t h a t  i s  i t  was n o t  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  g e n e r a l  i s s u e  o f  

r e s t r a i n t  as t h e  o t h e r  i s s u e s  were.  M i n i s t e r  of  E d u c a t i o n  Vander Z a l m  

i n i t i a t e d  t h e  c r i t i c i s m  on c u r r i c u l u m ,  s a y i n g  i t  -was t o o  e a s y ,  a n d  o n  

s t a n d a r d s ,  c l a i m i n g  s t u d e n t  a c h i e v e m e n t  was n o t  h i g h  enough. The 

l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i s s u e  of  n u r r i c u l u m  was l a r g e ,  

second o n l y  t o  r e s t r a i n t .  

A r e p r i s e n t a t i o n  o f  V a n d e r - Z a l m l s  c r i t i c i s m  o f  c u r r i c u l u m /  

s t a n d a r d s  i n c l u d e s :  

I n  B. C. g e n e r a l l y ,  I b e l i e v e  t h e r e ' s  a d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  sys tem,  a  b e l i e f  t h a t  we're n o t  g e t t i n g  o u r  
m o n e y ' s  w o r t h  and  t h a t  o u r  c h i l d r e n  are n o t  l e a r n i n g  
t h e  b a s i c s  o f  r e a d i n g ,  w r i t i n g  a n d  a r i t h m e t i c .  We've 
a l l  j u s t  a l l o w e d  t i f ings  t o  b e c o p e  s o  l o o s e  o v e r  t h e  
y e a r s  ... 1% n o t  tayiRg s t u d e n t s  shou ld  b e  l e a d e d  down ' 
w i t h  work -: w e ' v e  j u s t  a l l o w e d  t h i n g s  t o  become t o o  
l o o s e .  IPS51 

. . . 500,000 s t u d e q t s  are b e i n g  moveh t o o  e a s i l y A  th rough  
t h e  sys tem,  and w i t h o u t  a d e q u a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n .  Everyone 
g e t s  passed  . . . You d o n ' t  have t o  know a n y t h i n g  t o  p a s s  
your  g r a d e ,  ( SO1 2) 

If t h i s  i s  a s a m p l e  -work o f  a  Grade 7 s t u d e n t ,  
t h e n  i t  t r u l y  p u t s  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  
sys tem i n  q u e s t i o n .  ( P N 5 )  



i 
But when t h e  news system is f u l l y  i n  p l ace  -- probably 
n o t  f o r  a couple  o f  y e a r s  -- s t u d e n t s  w i l l  have t o  pas s  
t h e  G r a d e  1 2  e x a m s  b e f o r e  t h e y  c a n  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  
diploma, he  [Vander Zalmj s a i d .  (PN9) 

Vander  Z a l m  s a y s  i t ' s  about time B. C. s choo l s  s topped 
' a c t i n g  l i k e  a  b a b y s i t t i n g  s e r v i c e  and g o t  back  t o  t h e  

" m e a t  a n d  p o t a t o e s n  o f  e d u c a t i o n . . .  "We i n  t h e  
e d u c a t i o n a l  h i e r a r c h y  h a v e  l o s t  a l l  L u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
wha t  e d u c a t i o ~  r e a l l y  i s  o r  what i t  ought t o  be o r  was 

4 

in tended  t o  bb-, he s a i d .  (SN13) 
, 

The m a t e r i a l  d e l v e s  i n t o  s e x u a l  t e c h n i q u e s  and goes 
w e l l  b e y o n d  w h a t  a n y o n e  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  t h e  s e x  
educa t ion  needs op- 13 $%ar o ld s .  (SF61 

Educat ion Minister B i l l  Vander Z a l m  p l a n s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  
f a n  e n t i d y  new c u r r i c u l u m  f o r  B. C .  s e n i o r  g r a d e s  

ensu r ing  t h a t  every  s t u d e n t  g r adua t ing  from high school  
w i l l  h ave  p a s s e d  c o u r s e s  i n  Engl ish,  mathematics,  and 
s c i e n c e ,  a  f o r e i g n  language,  and s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  a t  t h e  
Grade 12  l e v e l . ,  (PF10) 

4 

. / 

- .  V a n d e r  Za lm h a d  s u p p o + t  f o r  h i s  i d e a s  f r o m  some o f  t h e  
- 

commentaries. Veews exoressed  i n  t h e  commentaries i nc luded :  

Q u i t e  a p a r t  f rom t h e  p o l i t i c s  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n  . .-. i t  
i s  e n t i r e l y  p o s s i b l e  thaC t h e  mip isker  may be  r i g h t  i n  a 

' h i s  b a c k - t o - b a s i c s  a p p r o a c h  t o  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  
educa t ion .  (SEF8) 

The new c u r r i c u l u m  . .. is tougher ,  academica l ly ,  thgn 
today ' s  requi rements  and is a  good i d e a  i n  p r i n c i p l e .  
(PEF16) 

B 

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander 2alm p r o p o s e d  some 
sweeping changes i n  t h e  h i g h - s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m  a  few 
w e e k s  a g o  . . . W h i l e  h i s  p r o p o s a l s  were s i l l y  and 
imprac t i cab l e ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r  h a s  g i v e n  u s  a l l  a s h a r p  
r e m i n d e r  t h a t  s e r i o u s  t h o u g h t  a b o u t  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  
cur r icu lum i s  overdue. (PM29) 

Thank you, M r .  Vander Z a l m ,  f o r  t h e  s u p e r i o r  q u a l i t y  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  be implelqented f o r  t h e  1982-84 

\ 
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t 

s c h o o l  y e a r .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  p r o g r a m  w i l l  be t o o  
l a t e  f o r  o u r  c h i l d  i n  G r a d e  1 1 .  Upon g r a d u a t i o n  s h e  , 

w i l l  t r a v e r s e  t h r o u g h  l i f e ,  e x c e l l i n g  i n  t o u g h  
f o o t b a l l ,  w h i l e  r i d i n g  h e r  b i c y c l e  w i t h  t h e  p h y s i c a l  
e d u c a t i o n  c l a s s  t o  Redwood P a r k ,  t o o t l i n g  m e r r i l y  on  
h e r  c l a r i n e t  f o r  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  (SLM36) 

I am a G r a d e  1 2  s t y d e n t  a t  C h i l l i w a c k  S e n i o r  S e c o n d a r y  
Schoo l  and  would  l i k e  t o  e x p r e s s  my f e e l i n g s  r e g a r d i n g  
E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  Vander  Z a l m 9 s  p l a n s .  I a g r e e  w i t h  
h i s  p o l i c y  t h a t  t h e  e m p h a s i s  s h o u l d  b e  b a s e d  u p o n  
a c a d e d i c  s u b j e c t s .  (SLM39) 

Over t h e  l a s t  10  g e a r s  we have  'seen t h e  end  p r o d u c t s  of  
1 2  y e a r s  o f  s c h o o l i n g  c o m i n g  Y n t o  t h e  m r k  f a c e  w i t h  
l i t t l e  o r  no m a r k e t a b l e  t a l e n t .  (PLS14) 

C h a n g e s  m u s t  b e  i m p l e m e n t e d  i f  we e x p e c t  t h e  s c h o o l  
s y s t e m  t o  s u r v i v e  i n  t h e  ' 8 0 ' s .  I t ' s  o b v i o u s  t h e  
b a s i c s  h a v e  been  o v e r l o o k e d  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s .  K ids  f a i l  
t o  t a k e  c l a s s e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  e n c o u r a g e d ,  n o t  
i n t e r e s t e d  o r  i t ' s  t o o  d i f f i c u l t .  M r .  Vander Zalm i s  
r i g h t .  ( PL022) 

T h i s  i l l u s t r a t e s  j u s t  how b a d l y  sht?*missed Mr. Vander 
Zalmls p o i n t ,  which  w a s  t h a t  a  G r a d e  7 s t u d e n t  -- i f  
w e l l  t a u g h t  -- s h o u l d  be  a o  write a l e t t e r  t h a t  

. d i d  n o t  need  t o  be v e t t e d  by t h e  t e a c h e r .  { PLN31) 

L a r r y  K u e h n  o f  t h e  BCTF r e s p o n d e d  t o  V a n d e r  Zalmls c r i & i c i s m  o f  
I 

,' 

c u r r i c u l u m  and s t a n d a r d s  i n  B r i t i s h  Columbia 's  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s :  

L 
- 

It is  " r i d i c u l o u s "  t o  u s e  s t a n d a r d i z e d  tests as a means 
o f  m e a s u r i n g  p u p i l  p e r f o r m a n c e  a n d  t e a c h e r  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s .  T h e r e  a r e  a w h o l e  v a r i e t y  o f  f a c t o r s  
i n v o l v e d .  Some  c h - i l d r e n  a r e  r e a d  t o  a t  h o m e .  
O b v i o u s l y  t h e y  migh t  do  b e t t e r  t h a n  c h i l d r e n  f rom homes 
where  E n g l i s h - i s  a s e c o n d  l a n g u a g e .  If you u s e  t h i s  t o  
s e e  w h i c h  c l a s s e s  a r e  d o i n g  b e t t e r  i t  i s  s i m p l y  
r i d i c u l o u s .  (PN10) 

e 

C a l l i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r ' s  l a t e s t  d e c r e e  o n  
c h a n g e s  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l  c u r r i c u l u m  " d i c t a t o r i a l n  B. C .  
T e a q h e r s  ' F e d e r a t i o n  ' p r e s i d e n t  L a r r y  Kuehn saig 



Thursday he h a s  w r i t t e n  t o  Premier B i l l  B e n n e t t ,  a s k i n g  
him t o  r e p l a c e  Vander Z a l m  ... T h e r e  m u s t  b e  c h o i c e s .  
T h e r e  m u s t  be a p l a c e  f o r  t h e  a r t s ,  w h i c h  f o s t e r  a 

-. s e n s i t i v i t y  toward o t h e r  p e r s o n s  and a  r e s p e c t  f o r  the 
d i v e r s i t y  o f  w a y s  o f  b e i n g  human. Dropouts  from h i g h  
s c h o o l  wou'ld a g a i n  become a  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m  a n d  many 
s t u d e n t s  would b e  d e n i e d  a c c e s s  t o  u n i v e r s i t y  e d u c a t i o n  

a 
n f o r  which t h e y  ar-e w e l l  s u i t e d  b e c a u s e  o f  a r b i t r a r y ,  
1 ,  

. p u n r e a s o n a b l e  and r'igid c o u r s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  (PF12) 
I -- 

' S p e c i a l  g r o u p s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d  s t u d e n t s  a n d  
i n a t i v e  c h i l d r e n ,  w o u l d  s u f f e r  m o s t  u n d e r  t h e  

, c u r r i c u l u m ,  s a i d  BCTF p r e s i d e n t  L a r r y  Kuehn. (PF15) 

F u n d a m e n t a l - c h a n g e s  l i k e  t h i s  t o  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  sys tem 
a r e  done after a  r o y a l  c o m m i s s i o n  o r  a f t e r  m o n t h s  of  
s t u d y  by t h e  government.  B u t , n o t  o v e r n i g h t .  R igh t  now 
t h e  s y s t e m  a l r e a d y  h a d  t h e  t h r e e  R f s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  
t h e r e  f o r  y e a r s .  (SF181 

Gary,  B e g i n  o f  t h e  BCSTA a l s o  was c r i t i c a l  o f  Vander Zalm's views 
I 

on c u r r i j l u m  and s t a n d a r d s :  

The p r e s i d e n t  of  t h e  B. C. School T r u s t e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  
s a i d  he t a k e s  "a dim v iewn o f  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  
Vander Z a l m ' s  announcement o f  a compulsory c o r e  program - 
f o r  secondary  s t u d e n t s .  "This i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  h i s  
a p p r o a c h  h e ' d  r a t h e r  p l a y  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  r o l e  r a t h e r  

& than  d e a l  w i t h  u s  d i r e c t l y . "  ( ~ ~ 1 7 )  

O t h e r  s o u r c e s  q u o t e d  were a l s o  a g a i n s t  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  

c u r r i c u l u m / s t a n d a r d s  as p r o p o s e d , b y  Vander Z a l m :  

Most  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  s a i d  t h e  c h a n g e s  would d i s r u p t  
c o u r s e s  p lanned i n  e a r l i e r  g r a d e s  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e m  f o r  
s p e c i f i c  j o b s  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  programs. A l l  t h e  s t u d e n t s  
s a i d  t h e y  were t a k i n g  m a t h s ,  E n g l i s h  a n d  s o c i a l s  
c o u r s e s  a l r e a d y .  ( s t u d e n t s ,  SF171 

It i s  c y n i c a l  f o r  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r  Zalm rf- 



t o  s a y  s c i e n c e  i s  i n a d e q u a t e l y  t a u g h t  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  
when h i s  m i n i s t r y  i s  n o t  p r o v i d i n g  money t o  i m p r o v e  
t e a c h i n g  i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  t e a c h e r  who i s  
oo-author  o f  t h e  o f f i c t a l ' g u i d e  t o  t e a c h i n g  w i e n c e  ... 
( t e a c h e r ,  SJ3) 

To V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  t h e r e ' s  no s u c h  t h i n g  a s  a s p e c i a l  
g r o u p .  We [ I n d i a n s ]  d o n ' t  e x i s t  a s  f a r  a s  h e  i s  
concerned .  ( I n d i a n  t e a c h e r ,  PF15) 

C u r r i c u l u m  w a s  t h e  o n l y  i s s u e  t o  h a v e  u n i v e r s i t y  d u r c e s .  F o r  

example  : 

W h i l e  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander  Zalm compla ins  
a b o u t  ma themat ics  i n  B. C. h i g h  s c h o o l s ,  B. C . ' s  j u n i o r  
s t u d e n t s  . . . r a n k  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  i n  t h e  world  .!. I n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  B. C .  s t u d e n t s  p l a c e d  a h e a d  o f  mos,t o f  
t h o s e  f r o m  c o m p a r a b l e  Eng l i sh - speak ing  c o u n t r i e s  such  

- a s  U. S . ,  England,  A u s t r a l i a  and New Zealand s a y s  Dave 
R o b i t a i l l e ,  a  p r o f e s s o r  o f  mathemat ics  e d u c a t i o n  a t  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B. C .  a n d  a  member o f  t h e  s t u d y  t e a m .  
( PM3) b 

-.--- \ 

Many o f  t h e  v iews e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  /commentary were a g a i n s t  , those  
I 

of Vander Zalmls on t h e  i s s u e  o f  c u r r i & l u m / s t a n d a r d s :  

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander  Z a l m  is w a s t i n g  h i s  
b r e a t h  on s e x  e d u c a t i o n .  ( S F 7 1  

He s a y s  h e  w a n t s  a  s t a n d a r d i z e d  way o f  t e s t i n g  t h e .  
s c h o o l  sys tem,  t h e  s t u d e n t s  and t h e  t e a c h e r s .  A s i m p l e  
province-wide exarnina t i o n  won ' t do t h a t .  ( PFN12) 

If c h i l d r e n  a r e ,  o n  t h e i r  o w n , - * a s k i n g  t h e  ' i r e r y  
q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  show-ed u p  i n  t h e m d o c u m e n t  s o  h e a v i l y  
c r i t i c i z e d  by Vander Z a l m ,  t h a t ' s  e v i d e n c e  e n o u g h  o f  

. t h e  need f o r  some s e n s i b l e  and open minded e d u c a t i o n  o n  
t h e  s u b j e c t  [ s e x  e d u c a t i o n ] .  (PEF15) L1 

And m o s t  o f  u s  k e p t  q u i e t  when Mr. Vander Zalm f l o a t e d  



t h e  i d e a  o f  province-wide exams, pe rhaps  f o r g e t t i n g  t h e  
r e a s o n  why s u c h  exams were dropped i n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e  
- - %  b e c a u s e  they p u t  u n d u e  e m p h a s i s  o n  a s t u d e n t ' s  
p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  a  c o n c e n t r a t e d  p e r i o d ,  t h a t  f o r  a n y  
number  o f  r e a s o n s ,  may u n f a i r l y  r e f l e c t  t h a t  s t u d e n t ' s  
knowledge o n  t h e  s u b j e y t .  (SCJ13) L! 

*% 

I t ' s - b a c k  to  t h e  b a s i c s .  W r i t i n g  g o o d .  You know. 
( PCS3) 

Mr. V a n d e r  Zalm h a s  a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  a l l  s t u d e n t s  must  
s t u d y  E n g l i s h ,  m a t h e m a t i k s ,  F r e n c h  ( o r  a  f o r e i g n  
l a n g u a g e ) ,  a s  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e ,  and a s c i e n c e  i n  Grade 12 . .. The s i m p l i s t i c  c o r e  c u r r i c u l u m  i s d p a s e d  o n  o n e  
c o n c e p t i o n  o f  r e a l i t y  w i l l  n o t  empower o u r  s t u d e n t s .  
I t  w i l l  m e r e l y  c r i p p l e ,  l i m i t ,  a n d  r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  
c a p a c i t y  t o  f i n d  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e  re o n  o f  conundrums 
t h a t  now c o n f r o n t  u s .  (SLM35) e 
What c a n  I s a y  a b o u t  Mr. Vander  Zalm? It is f i n e  t o  
have a l i t t l e  f u n  c o r r e c t i n g  one a n o t h e r ' s  grammar, b u t  
m a r k i n g  a  Grade 7 s t u d e n t ' s  l e t t e r  i n  t h e  newspaper is  
g o i n g  t o o  f a r .  (PLN33) 

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  Vander  Zalm s u g g e s t  t h e  2 c h o o l  
c u r r i c u l u m  be changed t o  make t h e  a j o r i t y  o f  a c a d e m i c  
c a u r s e s  m a n d a t o r y  f o r  a l l  s t u d e  h ts up t o  Grade 12 ... 
It i s  a f a l l a c y  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  a l l  y o u n g  p e o p l e  w i l l  
p u r s u e  c a r e e r s  r e q u k r i n g  a c a d e m i c  s k i l l s .  If M r .  
Vander Z a l m  w a n t s  t o  improve t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  
h e  s h o u l d  a t r i v e  t o  r a i s e  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  t h e  c o u r s e s  
which a r e  now b e i n g  t a u g h t .  ( PLM57) 

V a n d e r  Zalm p r b v i d e d  t h e  i n i t i a l  v i e w s  o n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  

c u r r i c u l u m / s t a n d a r d s .  The s o u r c e s  a n d  c o m m e n t a r i e s  d i r e c t e d  t h e i r  

'comments e i t h e r  I n  s u p p o r t  o f  o r  i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Vander Zalmls i d e a s .  

The l e v e l  o f  d e b a t e  was g e n e r a l l y  on t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  i s s u e .  F o r  

e x a m p l e ,   there^ was l i t t l e  e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d  s a y i n g  whe the r  s t a n d a r d s  

i n  sqcondary  s c h o o l  had gone down a s  Mr. . p a n d e r  Z a l m  s u g g e s t e d .  I n  

? o n e . a r t i c l e ,  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  a few s t u d e n t s  were  used  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  



e n t i r e  s e c o n d a r y  p o p u l a t i o n :  n A l l ' s t u d e n t s  s a i d  t h e y  were t a k i n g  

maths ,  b n g l i s h ,  and s o c i a l s  co T h e r e  w e r e  no  

o v e r a l l  f i g u r e s  p r e s e n t e d  s t u d e n t 8  t a k i n g  

t h o s e  s u b j e c t s .  The newspaper a u d i e n c e  i s  l e f t  w i t h  a v e r y  u n c l e a r  

p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  academic i n c l i n a t i o n s  o f  secondary s t u d e n t s . ,  
i 

Because t h e  i s s u e  of c u r r i c u l u m / s t a n d a r d s  i s  n o t  i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  
* 

w i t h  o t h e r  i s s u e s ,  i t  is  e a s i e r  t o  unders tand .  T h i s  may i n  p a r t  be a n  
, h .  .2 n' .< .  

e x p l a n a t i o n  why t h e r e  was s u c h  a largi r e s p o n s e  t o  t h i s  i s s u e  i n  t h e  
% 

l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r .  P e o p l e  c a n  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a n  i s s u e  t h e y  

unders tand .  Another r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  l a r g e r  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i s s u e  may 
, 4 

be  s i m p l y  t h a t  more  p e o p l e  f e e l  they-know something abou t  i r  o t  are 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t  t h a n  o t h e r  i ssues .  A l t h o u g h  e d i t o r s  o f  t h e  two 

, n e w s p a p e r s  m a i n t a i n  t h e  l e t t e r  s e l e c t i o n  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  a n  . V 

' e x p l a n a ~ o n  f o r  t h e a l a r g e  v o l u m e  o f  l e t t e r s  o n * . t h e  s u b j e c t  bf 

c u r r i c u l u m / s t a n d a r d s  could  a l s o  be t h a t  t h i s  was a t o p i c  on which t h e  

e d i t o r s  cho,se le t ters  t o  p r i n t .  

J&e School  Act  . , 

T h e  S c h o o l  Act i s  t h e  law w h i c h  g o v e r n s  p u b l i c + ? e d u c a t i o n  i n  
2 % 6 ,,' 

B r i t i s h  Columbia. I n  t h e  newspaper,  i t  was o f t e n  c i t e d , a s  a s o u r c e  o f  

a u t h o r i t y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  1 e g i t i m a c y  o f  s e c t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  

o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  Educa t ion ,  B i l l ,  ~ a n d e r  Zalm. 

When t h e  budget  c u t b a c k s  were i n t r o d u c e d ,  t h e  ~ c h d b l  Act was used 

t o  e s t a b l i s h  a c a s e  on  t h e  l e g a l i t y  o f  t h e  c u t s : .  
. . 



. . . b e c a u s e  t h e  government gave fo rmal  a p p r o v a l  i n  b y  
t o  1 9 8 2  s c h o o l  b o a r d  b u d g e t s ,  i t  c a n n o t  , o r d e r  a 
subsequen t  s p e n d i n g  c u t b a c k  w i t h o u t  amending e i t h e r  t h e  
S c h o o l  Ac t  o r r t h e  E d u c a t i o n  ( I n t e r i m )  ~ i n a n c e  A c t .  
( SA3 

/' 

I 
/ 

When Vander  Z a l m  s a i d  he  would " r e p l a c e  any t e a c h e r  t h a t  g o e s  on,' 
/, 

, ' 
, , 

, s t r i k e w  ( P S 9 ) ,  L a r r y  Kuehn o f  t h e  BCTF u s e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  

S c h o o l  Act i n  h i s  r e s p o n s e :  " T h e r e ' s  no m e n t i o n  o f  s t r i k e s  i n  t h e  

School  Actw (SS3) .  I> 

On o n e  o c c a s i o n ,  V a n d e r  Z a l m  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  names o f  s u i t i b l e  

a r b i t r a t o r s  t o  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  Labor.  The S c h o o l  Act  was q u o t e d  t o  

e s t a b l i s h  

When 

where t h e  a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  matter l a y :  

$ 

I n  m o s t  c a s e s ,  t e a c h e r s  and  b o a r d s  h a v e  agreed  on  a 
c h o i c e  o f  a r b i t r a t i o n  chairman. Where no a g r e e m e n t  i s  
r e a c h e d ,  t h e  School  Act .empowers t h e  l a b o u r  m i n i s t e r  t o  
a p p o i n t  t h e  a r b i t r a t o r s .  (SD9) 

t h e  Educa t ion  M i n i s t e r  demanded t h a t  a t e a c h e r  be suspended,  

Beg in ' s  r e s p o n s e  was: 

[ V a n d e r  Z a l m  was] o v e r s t e p p i n g  h i s  own b o u n d s  as  
d e f i n e d  by t h e  Educa t ion  Act. (PF17) 

B e g i n  s a i d  t h e  S c h o o l  Act p r o h i b i t s  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  
m i n i s t e r  from becoming p e r s o n a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  q u a s i -  
j u d i c i a l  s c h o o l  m a t t e r s .  (SF191 

- B e c a u s e  V a n d e r  Z a l m .  w a s  b r i n g i n g  u p  i s s u e s  t h a t  were 

c o n t r o v e r s i a l ,  t h e  School  Act was used t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  l i m i t s  t o  t h e  



a c t i o n s  t h a t  Vander Z a l m  as M i n i s t e r  o f  Educa t ion , -  cou ld  make wi th  h i s  

i 
a u t h o r i t y  of o f f i c e .  

The i s s u e  of t h e  s c h o o l  Act became p q t i c u l a r l y  c o n t e n t i o u s  when 

r e v i s i o n s - t o  t h e  a c t s  were viewed a s  a  means t o  s o l v e  t h e  p r o b l e m s  o f  

implement ing budge t  c u t s :  

E d u c a t i o n  ~ i n i s t e ;  B i l l  Vander  Zalm i s  c o n s i d e r i n g  
c h a d o  t h e  ~ c h o o i  Act as a way o u t  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  
e c o n o m i c - r e s t r a i n t  i m p a s s e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i n c e ' s  75 
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s .  (PS4) 

BCSTA p r o p o s e s  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  be a l l o w e d  t o  l a y o f f  
t e a c h e r s  o n  t h e  b a s i B  o f  s e n i o r i t y .  C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  
S c h o o l  -Act a l l o w s  ' h y o f f s  o n l y  on  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  
c l o s u r e  o f  c lass room,  d e p a r t m e n t s  o r  s c h o o l s .  (PS4) - 

BCTF p r e s i d e n t  ~ a r h  Kuehn s a i d  t h e  a c t  need change but - 
n o t  s i m p l y  t o  a l l o w . i n c o m e  c u t s  o r  t o  make i a y o f f s  
2asy.  (PS4) 

One d o n t h  l a t e r ,  t h e  i s s u e  f l a r e d  because  ,documents d i s c u s s i n g  
B, 
T 

Vander Za lmts  p r o p o s a l s  of changes  t o  t h e  S c h o o l  Act were l e a k e d  t o  

A c o n f i d e n t i a l  s u b m i s 8 ' e  t o - t h e  B. C .  c a b i n e t  w i l l  
c a l l  f o r  a r b i t r a r y  . l a y o f f s  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  c a n c e l l a  t i o n  o f  
s o m e  e x i s t i n g  c o ' n t r a c t  p r o v i s i o n s  a n d  r e m o v a i  o f  

a c h e r  b a r g a i n i n g  , r i g h t s . ,  The P r o v i n c e  h a s  l e a r n e d .  
. % c u m e n t s  o b t a i n e d  by The P r o v i n c l  d i s c l o s e  E d u c a t i o n  ; , 

M i n i s t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r  Z a l m  w i l l  p r o p o s e  to.' c a b i n e l  
changes  t o  t h e  School  Act. . .  ( P o l l )  

L a r r y  Kuehn o f  t h e  BCTF ahd Gary Begin o f  t h e  BCSTA opposed the 



$ . . . L a r r y  Kuehn appeared s t a r t l e d  when t o l d  . . . o f  t h e  
p r o p o s a l s .  "It w i l l  mean t h e  a b s o l u t e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t e a c h e r ' s  b a r g a i n i n g  r i g h t s  i f  t h e y  g o  t h r o u g h  w i t h  . 
it." ( P o l l )  @Y 

L a r r y  Kuehn s a i d  t h e  proposed r e v i s i o n s  t o  .the School  
Act amount t o  a n  " u n p r i n c i p l e d  a t t a c k  o n  t e a b h e r s  a n d  

- "It ' s  b e c o m i n g  a familiar s t o r y ,  b u t  o n c e  a g a i n  t h e  
m i n i s t r y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  h a s  found a  way t o  c r e a t e  h a v o c  -. 
i n  t h e  s c h o o l  sys tem,"  Gary Begin s a i d  . . . " F i r s t ,  t h e  
m i n i s t r y  h a m s t r i n g s  t r u s t e e s  b y  f r e e z i n g  s c h o o l  
d i s t r l c t  b u d g e t s  and by t e l l i n g  boards  t h e y  c a n n o t  l a y  
o f f  s t a f f ,  and now t h e  e d u c a t i o n  environment  is f u r t h e r  
p o i s o n e d  by r e p o r t s  t h a t  g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  comple te ly  - 

r e v e r s e  i t s  pos i - t ion  o n  l a y o f f s  a n d  them i t s  n o s e  a t  
t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g  p r o c e s s .  (SOl7) 

Democracy i s  c o n t i n g e n t  o n  a n  i n f o r m e d  p u b l i c ,  and  t h e  media 

, o f t e n  med;iates' between t h e  government and t h e  p u b l i c  ' s r i g h t  t,o know 

( M o l l e n h o f f ,  196 8)... C o - o p e r a t i o n  i n  o b t a i n i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  t h e  . , 
b y' 

a c t i o n ~ s  of g o v e r n m e n t  i s  s o m e t i m e s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  news l e a k e d  b y  

i n d i v i d u a l s  f o r  r e a s o n  of p r i n c i p l e ,  p a r t i s a n s h i p ,  o r  p e r s o n a l  

advan tage  (Hohenberg,  1 9 7 8 ) .  It i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s p e c u l a t e .  why t h e  

n e w s  o n  r e v i s i o n s  t o  t h e  S c h o o l  Act was l e a k e d .  The f r e q u e n t  

r e f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  t o  t h e  S c h o o l  A c t  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  

l e g i t i m a c y  of  t h e  a c t i o n s  of Educat ion Minister B i l l ' v a n d e r  Zalrn. The 

r e p o r t s  on t h e  l e a k e d  i f l o r m a  t i o n  suggest t h a t  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  were 

f u n c t i o n i n g  i n  t h e i r  c a p a c i t y  as t h e  

g u a r d i n g  t h e  bounds of a u t h a t y  t h a t  

have.  4 

p u b l i c ' s  watchdog on  government,  
a >  

any one l e a d e m  government qan  



N o n - t e g c h i n g  employees  were t h e  t a r g e t  of  l a y o f f s  a s  a r e s u l t  of 

t h e  r e s t r a i n t  program. Q u o t a t i o n s  from t h e  newspapers  on non  t e a c h e r  
F 

l a y o f f s ,  were  g e n e r a l l y  s h o r t  and c o n c i s e  : 

... 6 main tenance  workers  may be l a i d  o f f .  (PS3) 
9 ... 400 n o n - t e a c h i n g  w o r k e r s  won  a r e p r i e v e  f r o m  

l a y o f f s .  (SD1) 

... 4 7 . 7  n o n - t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s  have been t e r m i n a t e d .  
A t o t a l  o f  107 t e a c h e r s ' s  a i d s  a l s o  have been l a i d  o f f .  
(PSI 5) 

An e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s h o r t  s t a t e m e n t s  on non- teach ing  l a y o f f s  
*- 

was The S u n  f e a t u r e  e n t i t l e d :  "The d a y  t h e y  c l o s e d  t h e  b o o k  o n  

,. , 
d ,  

'i C o l e t t e ' s  Yf ( S A g ) .  ~ h e a a t u r e  i n c l u d e d  a p i c t u r e  o f  ~ o l e t t e  

w i t h  t h e  c a p t i o n :  "I'm t r y i n g  n o t  t o  c r y .  " C o l e t t e  h a d  b e e n  a 

t e a c h e r  a i d e  f o r  11 y e a r s  i n  a s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  and was l o s i n g  h e r  

Job.  She wag p o r t r a y e d  as g v i c t i m  o f  r e s t r a i n t .  

A n o t h e r  e x c e p t i o n  was t h e  s t a t e m e n t  made by a n o n - t e a c h e r  

employee ' a t  a t e a c h e r s f  r a l l y :  ' 

Owen D y k s t r a ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  B. C.  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  
Canadian Union o f  P u b l i c  Quployees ... noted t h a t  s i n c e  
t h e  government h a s  s a i d  t e a c h e r s  canno t  be l a i d  o f f ,  d,t 
c o u l d  mean t h a t  non- teaching staff w i l l  b e a r  t h e  b r u n t ,  
o f  t h e  c u t b a c k s .  (S013)  J 

J 
A s c h o o l  t r u s t e e  made t h e  -same p o i n t :  



B o a r d  t r u s t e e  P h i l i p  Rankin  s a i d  a g r e e m e n t  was r e a c h e d  %. 

w i t h  t e a c h e r s  on pay l o s s  b e c a u s e  t h e  b i l l  p u t  "a g u n  
a t  t h e i r  h e a d . "  B u t  f u r t h e r  c u t s  " t r a n s f e r n  t h e  
problem t o  n o n - t e a c h i n g  s t a f f  who m i g h t  l o s e  t w e n t y -  
f i v e  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e i r  j o b s  n e x t  y e a r .  (PO31 

T h e  i n t e r e s t s  of  n o n - t e a c h i n g  e m p l o y e e s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  as  

s e c o n d a r y  compared t o  t h e  t e a c h e r s  i n t e r e s t s .  Non- t e a c  h i n g  1 a y o f  f s 

w e r e  m e n t i o n e d  13 times i n  Jm and 10 times i n  The Province b u t  

g e n e r a l l y  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t e a c h e r  l a y o f f s .  

One t h o u s a n d  t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s  and 700 n o n - t e a c h i n g  
p o s i t i o n s  h a v e  been  e l i m i n a t e d ,  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  s e r v i c e  
t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  p r o v i d e d  t o  c h i l d r e n  had t h o s e  

' . p o s i t i o n s  been  f i l l e d .  (SLAp44) 

The  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  f u n d s  i s  o n l y  a p a r t i a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  
-- n o t  s u f f i c i e n t . .  . t o  r e s t o r e  1 0 0 0  t e a c h i n g  a n d  7 0 0  
n o n - t e a c h i n g  j o b s  l o s t  l a s t  y e a r ,  h e  [ K u e h n ]  s a i d .  
(SAP 1 )  

T h e r e  were a p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h r e e  t i m e s  m o r e  t e a c h e r s  t h a n  

n o n - t e a c h e r ~ h i r e d  by s c h o o l  b o a r d s  (BCSTA, 1 9 8 2 ) ,  s o  p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  

n o n - t e a c h e r s ' w e r e  h a r d e s t  h i t  by l a y o f f s .  L a r r y  Kuehn s a i d  1000 
b .  

t e a c h i n g  a n d  7 0 0  n o n - t e a c h i n g  j o b s  were l o s t  b u t  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  

n o n - t e a c h i n g  p o s i t i o n s  d i d  n o t  make h e a d l i n e s  t h e  way t h e  t e a c h e r  j o b s  

d i d .  T e a c h e r  l a y o f f s  were g i v e n  more c o v e r a g e  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

are viewed as more v i t a l  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  s c h o o l .  

T h e r e  i s  no r e a s o n  t o  c u t  t h e  number o f  t e a c h e r s  t o  c u t  
s c h o o l  c o s t s  b u t  c u t t i n g  down o n  t h e  sumbqr  o f  non-  
t e a c h e r s  would be e f f e c t i v e .  (SLS11) 

M e s i g n i f i c a n t  is  t h e  fact t h a t  t h e  t e a c h e r s  have  t h e  BCTF, a  l a r g e  4 



o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  h a s  t h e  p h y s i c a l ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  and 
,-- ,' 

m o t i v a t i o n a l  e x p e r t i s e  t o  be  a p o w e r f u l  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p  a i d  g a i n  m e d i a  

and government  a t t e n t i o n  ( O r n s t e i n  & E l d e r ,  1 9 7 8 ) .  

S c h o o l  Board W t r a t i o n  C o s t s  

From t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  h i s  term, Vander Zalm s t a t e d  t h a t  s c h o o l  

board  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  w e r e  p a r t  o f  t h e  " f a t  t o  be  t r i m m e d "  i n  

r e s t r a i n t  : 

I want  t o  spend some iime l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ' 
o f  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  and  my m i n i s t r y .  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  
e d u c a t i o n  h a s  grown a t  a n  enormous ra te  and become v e r y  
c o s t l y  and  f r a n k l y  I t h i n k  is i n  n e e d  o f  a n  o v e r h a u l .  
I n  my d i s t r i c t  o f  S u r r e y ,  c o s t s  r o s e  f rom 1978 t o  1982 
from $56 m i l l i o n  t o  $102 m i l l i o n  a n d  f r o m  $ 1 , 9 0 0  p e r  
s t u d e n t  t o  $ 3 , 5 0 0  p e r  s t u d e n t  a n d  I b e l i e v e  a g o o d  
chunk o f  t h a t  c o s t  i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  (PS5)  

V a n d e r  Z a l m  r e c e i v e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  i d e a  i n  t h a t  
, + - 8 

y e a r ,  1982: 

I t h i n k  [ s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s ]  s h o u l d  l o o k  a t  ' t h e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ;  I f e e l  we m i g h t  'be  a b i t  t o p  h e a v y .  
I t ' s  n i c e  t o  have  f i l e t  mignon,  b u t  somet imes  you have  
t o  s e t t l e  f o r  hamburger .  (PS12) 

T h e r e  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  r o o m  t o  c u t  s c h o o l  b u d g e t s .  
A d j a c e n t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  s m a l l  s h r u n k e n  
e n r o l m e n t s  c o u l d  b e  a m a l g a m a t e d .  B u t  a g o o d  s t a r t  
c o u l d  b e  w i t h i n  t h e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s 1  o w n  
b u r e a u c r a c i e s .  ( PEA21 

N o r t h  Vancouve r  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  w o u l d n ' t  f a l l  a p a r t  i f  
15  p e r c e n t  were l o p p e d  o f f  t h e  $387 ,:7OO t o t a l  s a l a r i e s  
o f  i t s  f i v e  s e n i o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  (PES5) . 



I was a p p a l l e d  t o  r e a d  t h a t  of  t h e  5 ,000 employees o f  
t h e  Vancouver Schoo l  Board,  2,000 a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  b e  
s u p p o r t  s t a f f  . . . The r e m a i n i n g  3,000 i n c l u d e  s c h o o l  
administrators a n d  c o - o r d i n a t o r s  w h o  a r e  a l s o  

'pon- t e a c h i n g  staff . . . c u t t i n g  down t h e  number o f  non- 
t , eachers  would be  e f f e c t i v e .  (SLS11) 

.Nobody, and I am s u r e  t h i s  i n c l u d e s  t e a c h e r s  and s c h o o l  
b o a r d s ,  would s e r i o u s l y  a r g u e  t h a t  e n o r m o u s  s u m s  a r e  
b e i n g  w a s t e d  i n  B .  C .  e d u c a , t i o n :  i n f l a t e d  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . .  . (PbS18) 

T h e  o u F c o m e  h a s  b e e n  s p i r a l l i n g  s c h o o l  b u d g e t s ,  a, 
sys tem o v e r l o a d e d  w i t h  e x p e n s i v e  a n d ,  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,  p r a c t i c a l l y  i r r e m o v a b l e  p e r s o n n e l ,  and t o p  
h e a v y  w i t h  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  w i t h  s a l a r i e s  t o  m a t c h .  
(SLN28) 

I n  J a n u a r y ,  1983,  a commission was e s t a b l i s h e d :  

The two-man Sager  Commission s e e k i n g  w a y s ,  o f  c u t t i n g  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o s t s  i n  B. C. e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  ho ld  i t s  
f irst  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  . . . (PF13) 

With i ts e s t a b l i s h m e n t  came c o m p l a i n t s :  

B. C. Schoo l  T r u s t e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  p r e s i d e n t  G a r y  B e g i n  
s a i d  Monday he would have p r e f e r r e d  a more i n d e p e n d e n t  
commission. (SF11 

One f a c t  t h e y  o u g h t  t o  know from t h e i r  own e x p e r i e n c e  
i s  t h a t  c u t t i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  w o n t  t r e d u c e  
s c h o o l  expenses  v e r y  much any more t h a n  you l o s e  we igh t  
by t r imming your  t o e n a i l s .  (PCF19) 

The r e a l  p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  sys tem he  [Vander 
Zalm] s a i d ,  i s  n o t  t h e  money g r a b b i n g  t e a c h e r s  b u t  t h e  
h a n d f u l  o f  u n d e r w o r k e d  a n d  o v e r p a i d  s c h o o l  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s .  (SCJ12) 

On a n o t h e r  i s s u e ,  t e a c h e r s  vo ted  t o  oppose t h e  " o v e r t  
p o l i t i c a l  n a t u r e n  o f  t h e  commission on s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s .  (SAp2) 

When Vander  Zalmls term as M i n i s t e r  of Educa t ion  was o v e r ,  

Jrov- e d i t o r i a l ,  w h i c h  e i g h t  m o n t h s  p r e v i o u s  h a d  s t a t e d  t h a t  a 

c) 



. . 

d i s t r i c t  w w o u l d n ' t  f a l l  a p a r t  i f  15  p e r  c e n t  were l o p p e d  o f f  t h e  ... 
sa lar ies  o f  i ts  f i v e  s e n i o r  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s w  (PES51, now s t a t e d :  

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  J a c k  H e i n r i c h  h a s  a c t e d  w i s e l y  i n  
t e r m i n a t i n g  t h e  S a g e r  commission o n  s c h o o l  c o s t - c u t t i n g  
b e f o r e  i t  w a s t e d  a n y  m o r e  t a x p a y e r  m o n e y .  T h e  
commiss ion  seemed a t  t h e  time, and now i n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  
t o  have  been  n o t h i n g  more t h a n  a n o t h e r  c l u b  t h a t  f o r m e r  
e d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r  B i l l  V a n d e r  Zalm u s e d  t o  c l o b b e r  

" some o f  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  f o e s .  (PEJu20)  

V a n d e r  Z a l m  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  as f o e  w i t h  b o t h  t h e  BCSTA and 

t h e  BCTF i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  commiss ion  o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s  b u t  

t h a t  d i d  n o t  mean t h a t , t h e  a i r i n g  o f  t h e  i s s u e  d i d  n o t  h a v e  e f f e c t .  - 
l.. l 

' h e  Vancouver S c h o o l  Boa rd ,  f o r  example ,  h a s  made c o n s i d e r a b l e  c u t s  t o  i.' 

i t s  c e n t r a l  o f f i c e  s t a f f  s i n c e  1982.  

  he i s s u e  o f  t e a c h e r  e v a l u a t i o n  s u r f a c e d  twice d u r i n g  Vander 

Zalm's t e rm.  I n  t h e  first i n s t a n c e ,  government  e x a m i n a t i o n s  wer'e t o  

be u s s d ' b  a method o f  t e a c h e r  e v a l u a t i o n .  

We t e n d  t o  view'  t h e s e  exams a s  a means o f  m e a s u r i n g  t h e  
s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  p u p i l  a g a i n s t  p r o v i n c i a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  h e  
s a i d .  "But  i t  a l s o  g i v e s  u s  a chance  t o  m o n i t o r  t h e  
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c % s ,  s c h o o l s  and t e a c h e r . .  ." He a g r e e d  i t  
p r o v i d e d  a n  e x t r a  c h e c k  f o r  t e a c h e r  competence .  T h i s  
i s  n o t  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  c u r r e n t  sys t em. . .  (PN9) 

L a r r y  Kuehn o f  t h e  BCTF and Gary Begin  o f  t h e  BCSTA r e s p o n d e d  i n  

tandem t o  t h i s  s u g g e s t i o n :  



Kuehn a n d  B e g i n  s a i d  i t  is i m p o s s i b l e  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t e a c h e r s  and s c h o o l s  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  
one examina t ion .  Kuehn s a i d  t h e  o n l y  way i t  would work 
i s  i f  a l l  t e a c h e r s  h a d  s t u d e n t s  o f  e x a c t l y  t h e  same 
c a l i b r e .  (SN12) 

One e d i t o r  a sked :  

What  w o u l d  h e  d o  w i t h  d i s t r i c t s  r e v e a l e d  by t h e  
province-wide e x a m i n a t i o n s  a s  u n d e r  p e r f o r m i n g ?  F i r e  
t h e  t e a c h e r  . . . . ( PEN1 2)  

T h e  s e c o n d  i n s t a n c e  i n v o l v e d  V a n d e r  Zalmvs r e q u e s t  f o r  t h e  

/' 

s u s p e n s i o n  of a  t e a c h e r .  T h i s  was c o n s i d e r e d  t e a c h e r  e v a l u a t i o n  

b e c a u s e  V a n d e r  Z a l m  was m a k i n g  a  j u d g e m e n t  ( o r  e v a l u a t i o n )  on h e r  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  competence i n  a s k i n g  for h e r  s u s p e n s i o n .  

B. C .  I s  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander 
Zalm wants  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  o f  a G r a d e  8 s e x - e d u c a t i o n  
t e a c h e r  who a l l o w e d  s t u d e n t s  t o  s e e  a n  e x p l i c i t  
q u e s t i o n n a i r e  on s e x  p r e p a r e d  by  V a n d e r  Zalmls own 
former  M i n i s t r y .  (PF2)  

The r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  i s s u e  c e n t e r e d  o n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Vander Z a l m l s  

demand for  t h e  s u s p e n s i o n  usurped  s c h o o l  board r i g h t s .  

B. C. T e a c h e r s  F e d e r a t i o n  p res i -den t  L a r r y  Kuehn c a l l e d  
Vander Zalmls l e t t e r  a mass ive  abuse  o f  power. (SF61 

T h e  m i n i s t e r ,  by  m a k i n g  i t  a p u b l i c  i s s u e  a t  t h e  
p r o v i n c i a l  l e v e l ,  h a s  p l a c e d  t h i s  t e a c h e r  o n  p u b l i c  
t r i a l ,  m a k i n g  r e c o u r s e  t o  d u e  p r o c e s s  w i t h o u t  b i a s  
through t h e  a p p e a l  p r o c e d u r e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  a c h i e v e ,  " 
s h e  [ s c h o o l  board  c h a i r p e r s o n ]  s a i d .  (PF4)  



a 
He h a s  d e f i a n t l y  t r i e d  t o  i n t e r f e r e  . . . $by c a l l i n g  for 
t h e  d i s m i s s a l  o f  t h e  t e a c h e r  .concerned.  (PEF15) 

I n  t r y i n g  t o  uphold  h igh  s t a n d a r d s  o f  s t u d e n t  l i t e r a c y ,  
he b u l l i e d  and i n s u l t e d  a P r i n c e  George s t u d e n t  and h e r  
t e a c h e r .  (PCD14) 

b 

And t h e  S m i t h e r s  s c h o o l  board ,  f a c e d  w i b  Vander Za lmTs /  
s c a n d a l o u s  meddl ing i n  t h e  d i s c i p l i n i n g  o f  a tea&- 
h a s  rebuked t h e  m i n i s t e r  f o r  h i s  i m p r o p r i e t y .  (PCF20)" 

B e c a u s e  t e a c h e r s  were t h e  t a r g e t  o f  r e s t r a i n t ,  t h e  i s s u e .  o f  - 

t e % c h e r  e v a l u a t i o n  s u r f a c e d  i n  a g e n e r a l  way. Some i n t e r p r e t e d  
'I 

r e s t r a i n t  a s  a n  a t t a c k  o n  t h e  job t e a c h e r s  were  do ing .  D e  Sun, i n  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  f e a t u r e d  a  number o f  l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  which commented 

o n  t h e  j o b  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  d o i n g .  S o m e  t e a c h e r s  p r o v i d e d  

s e l f - e v a l u a t i o n s .  

Many though t  t e a c h e r s  were d o i n g  a  good job:  

T e a c h i n g  i s  a p r o f e s s i o n  o f  d e v o t e d  a n d  s a c r i f i c e .  
S a c r i f i c e  i s  n o t h i n g  new t o  me a s  a t e a c h e r .  ( ~ L 0 2 0 )  

A l l  s t a f f  and  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  t e a c h e r s ,  have been ve ry  
k ind  and h e l p f u l .  The t e a c h e r s  go o u t  o f  t h e i r  way t o  
l e t  s t u d e n t s  ( m y s e l f  i n c l u d e d )  know t h e y  a r e  t h e r e  t o  
h e l p .  ~ h k  t e a c h e r s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  morning b e f o r e  
c l a s s e s ,  t h e y  g i v e  u p  t h e i r  l u n c h  h o u r  and t h e y  a r e  
a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  morning b e f o r e  s c h o o l  -- p l u s  t h e  time 
t h e y  g i v e  t o  e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r  a c t i v i t i e s .  What more can  
Mr. Vander Zalm ( o r  anyone)  e x p e c t ?  (PL026) F i h d  

J 
B 

I am ashamed  t o  a d m i t  t h a t  w h i l e  I was v e r y  g r a t e f u l  
f o r  a l l  t h a t  was  d o n e  f o r  me, o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  s a y  
thank  you n e v e r  seemed t o  c r o p  up. Yet t e a c h i n g  i s  one 
o f  t h e  n o b l e s t  p r o f e s s i o n s ,  and  t h e  l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d  
h a v e  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s h a p i n g  my l i f e  . . . To 
t e a c h e r s  everywhere:  a  b i g  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  y o u  a r e  
d o i n g  f o r  t o d a y ' s  y o u n g s t e r s  and t h e i r  f u t u r e .  (SLD29) 



But I d o  feel  it needs  t o  bb sa i 'd ,  i n  s i m p l e  and p l a i n  I l anguage ,  t h a t  o u r  t e a c h e r s  a r e  d o i n g  a good  j o b  a n d  
t h a t  we a p p r e c i a t e  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  (SCJ13) 

However, I have  j u s t  worked a  s e v e n  a n d  o n e  h a l f - h o u r  
d a y ,  t e a c h i n g  c h i l d r e n .  I t h e n  s p e n t  a n  hour  and a  
h a l f  i n  a n  a f t e r  s c h o o l  w o r k s h o p  and  I h a v e  t a k e n  a  
" b r e a k w  f r o m  t h r e e  h o u r s  o f  r e p o r t  c a r d  w r i t i n g  t o  
p l a c e  t h e s e  t h o u g h t s  o n  p a p e r .  Tomorrow, I w i l l  b e  
l o v i n g  p a t i e n t ,  and c r e a t i v e  i n  my c lass room.  (SLM38) 

A n o t h e r  g r o u p  o f  r e s p o n s e s  d i d  n o t  uphold t h e  job  t e a c h e r s  were 

T e a c h e r s  a r e  c o n s t a n t l y  g l o r i f y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  a s  
" p r o f e s s i o n a l s .  B u t  w o u l d n ' t  you  t h i n k  t h a t  t r u e  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  would  make s t r i n g e n t  e f f o r t s  t o  r i d  
themse lves  o f  t h e  deadwood t h a t  i s  s o  a b u n d a n t  among 
t h e i r  number ,  a s  e v i d e n c e d  by t h e  f o r e g o i n g  l o n g  l i s t  
o f  e r r o r s  -- e s p e c i a l l y  when t h e y  p o s s e s s  t h e  awesome 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p a s s i n g  t h e i r  f a u l t y  k n o w l e d g e  
fo rward  t o  o u r  young? ... P r o f e s s i o n a l s ?  What a joke!  
Give 'em h e l l ,  B i l l  Vander Z a l m !  (SLS8) , 

A b a s i c  r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  any s u c c e s s f u l  b u s i n e s s  i s  t h e  
a b i l i t y  t o  h i r e  and f i r e  e x p e d i t i o u s l y ,  on merit. The 
economic consequences  o f  s u r r e n d e r i n g  t h a t  p r i n c i p l e  t o  
m i l i t a n t  u n i o n s  s u p p o r t e d  by i l l - c o n c e i v e d  and o v e r  
p r o t e c t i v e  government l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  o n l y  t o o  e v i d e n t  
a l l  ' r o u n d  u s ,  nowhere more t h a n  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  sys tem.  
(SLN28) 

S u r e l y ,  a  c a s e  i n  t h e  minds o f  many p a r e n t s ,  f o r  some 
o f  t h o s e  who c o n t i n u a l l y  m a s q u e r a d e  o n  TV a s  
" c o n c e r n e d n  a n d  " d e d i c a t e d n  t e a c h e r s  i s  t o  h a v e  
a d m i n i s t e r e d  t o  them 12  s m a r t  o n e s  o n  t h e i r  l e f t i s t  
hands  t o  s m a r t e n  them up, n o s e s  down and go g e t  on w i t h  
t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  t e a c h i n g  a n d  g i v i n g  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a 
b e t t e r  e d u c a t i o n .  If t e a c h e r s  want t o  p l a y  p o l i t i c s ,  
they  shou ld  r e s i g n  and become p o l i t i c i a n s .  ( SLAp4l) 

The i s s u e  o f  t e a c h e r  c o m p e t e n c e  i s  a  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  



B. C .  ( S m i t h  , 1 9 8  1 ) . The i s s u e  s u r f a c e d  w i t h  Vander Z a l m  e x p r e s s i n g  

h i s  view t h a t  t h e r e  was a need t o  measure  t e a c h e r ,  as w e l l  as s t u d e n t ,  

c o m p e t e n c e .  Some of t h e  p u b l i c  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  i s s u e  and S w  

c h o s e  t o  p u b l i s h  l e t t e r s  c e n t e r i n g  on  t e a c h e r s  a n d  t h e  j o b  t h e y  w e r e  

d o i n g .  V a n d e r  Z a l m l s  a c t i o n  seems t o  have  p r o v i d e d  t h e  s t i m u l u s  i n  

b r i n g i n g  t h e  t h e  i s s u e  t o  p u b l i c  a t t e n t i o n  b e c a u s e  a l l  l e t t e r s  make 

r e f e r e n c e  t o  h im.  N e i t h e r  Kuehn o r  B e g i n  m e n t i o n e d  t h e  i s s u e  o f  

t e a c h e r  e v a l u a t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t  was n o t  i n  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  t o  do  s o .  The 

r e s u l t  was t h a t  t h i s  i s s u e  was n o t  k e p t  a l i v e  i n  t h e  p r e s s .  

Vander Z U  Person-tical S t v l e  

B e c a u s e  V a n d e r  Z a l m  h a d  a c o n t r o v e r s i a l  p o l i t i c a l  s t y l e  a n d  

+2 
i n t e r e s t i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y ,  some  a r t i c l e s "  a n d  c o m m e n t a r i e s  f o c u s e d  o n  

t h e s e  a s p e e i s  o f  , h im.  H o w e v e r ,  V a n d e r  Z:alqls news a p p e a l  is  a l s o  
-A . 

c o n n e c t e d  to' t h i s  p e r s o n a l / p o l i  t i c a l  s t y l e ,  s o  t h i s  c a t e g o r y  i s  

d i s c u s s e d  a t  l e n g t h  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d i n g :  "The  N e w s  Appeal  o f  Vander 

P r i v a t e  S c h o o l s  

F r o m  t h e  f i r s t  S u n a r t i c l e  t o  a p p e a r  a f t e r  V a n d e r  Zalrnts 
7, 

a p p o i n t m e n t ,  o n e  would have  t h o u g h t  t h a t  p r i v a t e  scWools  w e r e  g o i n g  t o  

be a n  i s s u e  d u r i n g  t h i s  term o f  o f f i c e .  

V a n d e r  Z a l m  i s  a l s o  a known s u p p o r t e r  o f  t h e  p r i v a t e  
s c h o o l  sys t em.  D u r i n g  a J u n e  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e b a t e  o v e r  



r a i s i n g  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  g r a n t s  by 40 p e r c e n t  t o  $17 
m i l l i o n ,  t h e  m i n i s t e r  s a i d  h e  would " p e r s o n a l l y  s t a c k  a 
y o u n g s t e r  w h o  h a d  r e c e i v e d  a n  e d u c a t i o n  i n  a n  
i n d e p e n d e n t  s c h o o l  a g a i n s t  my own and any o t h e r  who had 
r e c e i v e d  a n  e d u c k t i o n  in a p u b l i c  s c h o o l .  He s a i d  he  
would l i k e  t o  s e e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  i n s t i l l e d  w i t h  t h e  
same d e g r e e  o f  " c o m p e t i t i v e n e s s  and d e d i c a t i o n  as t h e  
p r i v a t e  sys temw. .  . (SA1) 

P r i v a t e  s c h o o l s ,  however, d i d  n o t  emerge a s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e  i n  t h e  

n e w s p a p e r  a s  i t  w a s  m e n t i o n e d  o n l y  f i v e  times. V a n d e r  Z a l m  u s e d  

p r i v a t e  sc ,hools  as  a n  example t o  make a p o i n t  a b o u t  r e s t r a i n t :  

The p u b l i c  s c h o o l  sys tem i n  B. C. h a s  " p l e n t y  o f  f a t  t o  
be trimmed and cou ld  p e r h a p s  l e a r n  from t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  
s c h o o l  s y s t e m  w h i c h  o p e r a t e s  a t  o n e - t h i r d  t h e  c o s t . "  
(SN13) 

The comment was n o t  d i s c u s s e d  by a  quo ted  s o u r c e  o r  i n v e s t i g a t e d  

by any  r e p o r t e r .  There  was no ment ion o f  how much o f  t h a t  o n e - t h i r d  

w a s  t e a c h e r  s a l a r i e s  w h i c h  V a n d e r  Zalm d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  i n  t h e  

g x p r e s s i o n  "fat t o  be tr immedn. 
.."; - 

. One e d i t o r i a l  and one p a r e n t  q u e s t i o n e d  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l  f ind ing :  

. . . t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  h a s  g i v e n  a d d i t i o n a l  money t o  
c h o o l s  t h i s  y e a r  on a  p e r c e n t a g e  b a s i s ,  w h i l e  

cut ti^ privat? back on p u b l i c  s c h o o l s .  (SF11) 

No wonder t h e  p a r e n t s  are u p s e t  a b o u t  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  
e d u c a t i o n  p r o s p e c t s .  No wonder  t h e y  are  u p s e t  when 
p r o v i n c i a l  g r a n t s  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  h a r d l y  changed l a s t  
y e a r  w h i l e  government g r a n t s  t o  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  r o s e  41 
p e r  c e n t  ( a d m i t t e d l y  o n  a  r e l a t i v e l y  s m a l l  b a s e ) .  
(PEF14) 



One e d i t o r i a l  s u g g e s t e d  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  c o u l d  become a p r e f e r r e d  

a 1  t e r n a t i v e  t o  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  : 

I f  t h e  p r e s e r l t  c o n f u s i o n  c o n t i n u e s ,  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  
p a r e n t s  who c a n  a f f o r d  i t  w i l l  t a k e  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  o u t  
o f  t h e  p u b l i c - s y s t e m .  (PES3) 

one  c o l u m n i s t ,  Bewley,  echoed  t h e  i d e a .  

T h e  f e w  p r i v a t e  s c h o o l s  a v a i l a b l e ,  t u r n  a p p l i c a n t s  
away. (SCS4) 

W h a t  i.s c u r i o u s  a b o u t  t h i s  r e l a t i v e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h e  i s s u e  o f  

p r i v a t e . s c h o o l s  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  t h a t  i n  a p u b l i c  o p i n i b n  - p o l l  

c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  BCTF,  64% o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  were  opposed  t o  p u b l i c  

money b e i n g  g i v e n  t o  p r i v a t e  and r e l i g i o u s  s c h o o l s  (SF20). A l t h o u g h  

t h i s  s u g g e s t s  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  may n o t ' - R w e  a c t e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  

i n t e r e s t ,  no p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p  a c t i v e l y  c h a l l e n g e d  t h i s  i s s u e ,  and 

i t  d i d  n o t  make t h e  news. 

V a n d e r  Zalm s p o k e  o n  t h e  i s s u e  o f  d i s c i p l i n e :  s e v e n  o f  t h e  e i g h t  

times i t  a p p e a r e d  in news a r t i c l e s :  

T h e r e  h a s  t o  be  more d i s c i p l i n e  and i t  can  be p r o v i d e d  
i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  ways. For  example ,  I b e l i e v e  I ' v e  s a i d  
t h a t  i f  p e o p l e  were found w r i t i n g  on  t h e  s c h o o l  w a l l s  
t h e y  p e r h a p s  c o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d  t o  c l e a n  t h e  s c h o o L  
g r o u n d s .  ( PS5) 

Vander Zalm a l s o  s a i d  new and more s t r o n g e s t  d i s c i p l i n e  
g u i d e l i n e s  w i l l  b e  f o r t h c o m i d g ,  t h o u g h  t h e s e  d o  n o t  



.- 
i n c l u d e  t h e  r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r a p .  (SF181 

The news d i s c i p l i n e  p r o p o s a l  would  a l l o w  b o a r d s  more  
Q f r e e d o m  t o  s u s p e n d  u r n -  s t u d e n t s  t o  p r e v e n t  

d i s r u p t i o n  o f  t h e  c lass room r o u t i n e .  (PM15) 

Only one e d i t o r i a l  r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e  of  d i s c i p l i n e :  
i . " -  

C 

/'- T h e s e  [ s t u d e n t s ]  a re  n o t  t h e - o & p  w i t h  b e h a v i o r a l  
problems,  t h e  o n e s  t h e  m i n i s t e r  w>1p.$d d i s c i p l i n e  by 
f o r c i n g  t ~ e m  t o  p i c k  u p  " e v e r y  p i e c e  o f  p a p e r  and 
c i g a r e t t e  b u t t  f o r  a week a b l o c k  e&ry way o f  t h e  
s c h o o l  (SEF8) 

Garr, The P r o v i m  c o l u m n i s t ,  made a  remark on d i s c i p l i n e :  

Then t e l l  them y p u  [ V a n d e r  Zalm] t h i n k  we need more 
d i s c i p l i n e  and make t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  y o u r  m o s t  l a s t i n g  
i m p r e s s i o n  o f  s c h o o l  was g e t t i n g  t h e  s t r a p .  (PCF21) 

One news a r t i c l e  (SF20) and t h e  c o l u m n i s t ,  N icho l s  (SCF161, gave  

t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  a  BCTF s u r v e y  o f  p u b l i c .  a t t i t u d e s  i n  B. C. : 

T h e r e  were some f a s c i n a t i n g  f e e l i n g s .  F o r  example,  
s c h o o l  d i s c i p l i n e  was r a t e d  a s  t h e  f a c t o r  t h a t  m o s t  
needs  improvement. (SCF16 1 

T h e s e  f i n d i n g s  w e r e  s imilar t o  - t h o s e  of t h e  G a l l u p  P o l l  o f  t h e  

P u b l i c ' s  A t t i t u d e s  Towards  P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  ( G a l l u p ,  1 9 8 4 )  i n  w h i c h  

d i s c i p l i n e  was  c i t e d  a s  t h e  b i g g e s t  p r o b l e m  o f  t h e  l o c a l  p u b l i c  

s c h o o l s  f o r  the, l a s t  t e n  y e a r s .  A s  N i c h o l s  s a i d ,  i t  i s  f a s c i n a t i n g  

b e c a u s e  i t - i s  n o t  a n  i s s u e  i n  t h e  news a t  a l l .  Vander Z a l m  was t h e  
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o n l y  o n e  t o  b r i n g '  u p  t h e  t o p i c  a n d  few r e s p o n d e d . '  T h e r e  were no 

l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  on t h e  i s s u e .  C,omments by Garr a n d  t h e  e d i t o r  
4 

on t h e  i s s u e  made i t  a p p e a r  as though i t  w a s n ' t  a problem, y e t  a t  some 
A 7. 

l e v e l  i t  was p e r c e i v e d  b y * a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  p u b l i c  as b e i n g  

  his f i n d i n g  d o e s  n o t  s e e m  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  n o t i o n ,  t h a t  t h e  

newspaper sets t h e  p u b l i c 1  s agenda  o f  i s s u e s  (McCombs & Shaw,  196 3 ) .  
I 

D i s c i p l i n e  i s  n o t  a n  i s s u e  g i v e n  coverage  i n  t h e  newspapers ,  y e t  is  is  

a n  i s s u e  i n  t h e  ' p u b l i c l s  mind a c c o r d i n g  t o  o p i n i o n  p o l l s .  It a p p e a r s  

t h a t  Vander  Z a l m  h a s  r e a d  t h e  p u b l i c  c o n c e r n s ,  b u t  t h e  media i s  n o t  

a l e r t  t o  them. h e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  p o l l  s u g g e s t g  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e  

n e w s p a p e r s  and o t h e r  media f r e q u e n t l y  set t h e  agenda,  sometimes they  

r e f l e c t ,  o n l y  after  t h e  f a c t ,  p u b l i c  conoerns .  

S c h o o l  c l o s u r e  is  a n  i s s u e  l a r g e l y  because  s t u d e n t  en ro lment  h a s  
",% 

been d e c l i n i n g  i n  some s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  d e c a d e .  If 

t h e r e  a r e  t o o  few s t u d e n t s  a t t e n d i n g  s c h o o l ,  t h e  s c h o o l  is  o f t e n  

c l o s e d  if t h e  c o s t  of  m a i n t a i n i n g  i t  i s  e x c e s s i v e .  I n  t h e  t h r e e  

a r t i c l e s  c i t i n g  s c h o o l  c l o s u r e ,  none mention d e c l i n i n g  e n r o l m e n t  as a 

f a c t o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  d e c i s i o n  t o  c l o s e  t h e  schoo l . .  A l l  t h r e e  h a d  

q u o t e s  o f  p a r e n t s  p r o t e s t i n g  t h e  c l o s u r e .  Because Vander Z a l m t s  name 

was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  i s s u e ,  t h e  r e a d e r  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  might  assume 

t h e  c l o s u r e s  r e s u l t e d  f rom r e s t r a i n t .  



One o f  t h e  s c h o o l  c l o s u r e s  d i d  a p p e a r  t o  b e  a  consequence  of 
., 

%'*>re 

r e s t r a i n t  a l t h o u g h  probab ly  n o t  e n t i r e l y .  No b a c k g r o u n d  i s  p r o v i d e d  

on t h e  s c h o o l  e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  q u o t e :  

V i c t o r i a  B i e l k a ,  t h e - o n l y  t e a c h e r  a t  t h e  s c h o o l  f o r  
Grades 1 , 2 ,  and 3 s a i d  t h a t  i f  t h e  s c h o o l  c l o s e s  J u n e  
30, t h e  1 9  p u p i l s  W i l l  h a v e  t o  t a k e  a  bus t o  a n o t h e r  
s c h o o l  . . . It w i l l  mean t h a t t l l  be away from home f r o m  
8 : 10 t o  3 : 45 e v e r y  d a y ,  i t  w i l l  c o s t  B i e l k a  h e r  job,  
and i t  w i l l  end t h e  c l o s e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s  
w i t h  t h e  s c h o o l  . . . B i e l k a  s a i d ,  "It's n o t  much of  a 
s a v i n g .  T h e y  h a v e  t o  s a v e  s e v e r a l  h u n d r e d s  o f  
thousands ,  and t h e y ' l l  on ly  sa$e $1 5,000. " (SF221 

The r e s e a r c h e r  c o n t a c t e d  o n e  o f  , t h e  o t h e r  d i s t r i c t s  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  s c h o o l  c l o s u r e s  and was t o l d  t h e  c l o s u r e s  were p a r t  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  

b o a r d ' s  l o n g  r a n g e  pLans based on  d e c l i n i n g  enro lment .  There was no 

ment ion o f  t h i s  i n  t h e  news a r t i c l e .  Long m n g e  p l a n n i n g  r e p r e s e n t s  a 

s l o w ,  e v o l v i n g  e and  d o e s  n o t  g a i n  ment ion i n  t h e  

a h i s t o r i c a l ,  Linking t h e  d e c l i n e  o f  enro lment  i n  

s c h o o l s  t o  d o e s  n o t  o c c u r  i n  t h e  news 

1, 
because  news emphasizes  c o n t i n 6 e n t  e v e n t s ,  t h a t  i s ,  e v e n t s  t h a t  a p p e a r  

t o  h a v e  a n  u n c e r t a i n  o r  a c c b d e n t a l  o c c u r r e n c e  and  are  n o t  l i n k e d  
, 

c a u s a l l y  (Tuchman, 1979). i 

Parent- 
i .  

I 

P a r e n t s  w e r e  m e n t i q L d  as news s o u r c e s  n i n e  times i n  DSUP but  
s- 3 

, 

t h e  i s s u e  o f  p a r e n t  invo$ement i n  e d u c a t i o n  was n o t  m e n t i o n e d  o n c e .  

I n  The p r o v i n c e  p a r e n t s  w e r e  q u o t e d  as s o u r c e s  t h r e e  times and t h e  



\ 

i s s u e  o f  p a r e n t  involvement  was b rough t  up twice .  P a r e n t  involvement  

was no t  d i s c u s s e d  i n  any e d i t o r i a l ,  column, o r  l e t t e r  t o  t h e  e d i t o r .  
< 

-? 
Vander  Z a l m  b r o u g h t  t h e  issue:$f p a r e n t  involvement  t w i c e ,  once  i, 

s p e a k i n g  on i t  h i m s e l f  and o n c e  r e l e a s i n g  a  p r e s s  d i s c u s s i o n  p a p e r  

i n c l u d i n g  i t .  

Righ t  now, t h e  sys tem is t o o  complex and i t ' s  d i f f i c u l t  
f o r  t h e  a v e r a g e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  w h a t ' s  
h a p p e n i n g  i n  s c h o o l s  and how they  work, how they  g r a d e  
s t u d e n t s  i n  r e p o r t  c a r d s ,  t h e  m e t h o d s  t h e y  u s e  o f  
s e l e c t i n g  p r o g r a m s .  We h a v e  t o  make p a r e n t s  aware.  
(PS5) 

The o t h e r  comment was by t h e  c o - o r d i n a t o r  of  Educa t ion  Advisory ,  

"an a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  a r e a  o f  p a r e n t  i n v o l v e m e n t w  (PM171, who was  

, r 
ih commenting o n  a  d i s c u s s i o n  paper  r e l e a s e d  by Vander Zalm t o  t h e  p r e s s .  

S h e  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  
wschoo l -based  m a n a g e m e n t ,  " i n  w h i c h  t h e  p r i n c i p a l s ,  

s c h o o l s  a r e  g i v e n  
day-to-day d e c i s i o n s  a b o u t  

B u t ,  s h e  s a i d ,  i t  t a k  
l i k e  t h e  o n e  V a n d e r  

g o i n g ,  b e c a u s e ,  i n  many 
c a s e s ,  p a r e n t s  and t e a c h e r s  resist s h a r i n g  t h e i r  power  
w i t h  p a r e n t s  and t h e  p u b l i c .  (PM17) 

T h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  a n  e r r o r  o r  misquo te  i n  t h e  l a s t  l i n e ,  " p a r e n t s  

and t e a c h e r s  r e s i s t  s h a r i n g  ... w i t h  p a r e n t s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c w ,  w h i c h  

s h o u l d  p r o b a b l y  r e a d  t e a c h e r s  resist s h a r i n g  t h e i r  power w i t h  p a r e n t s  

and t h e  p u b l i c .  Because p a r e n t s  a r e  unknowns ,  t h e y  c a n  c o m m u n i c a t e  z' 

t h e i r  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  and make t h e  news by p r o t e s t i n g  o r  p o r t r a y i n g  



t h e m s e l v e s  as v i c t i m s  ( G a n s ,  1 9 7 9 ) .  P a r e n t s  and t h e  p u b l i c  d i d  n o t  

have enough of a  c r u c i a l  i n t e r e s t  i n  involvement  i n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  t o  

w a r r a n t  p r o t e s t i n g  o r  p o r t r a y i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  as v i c t i m s  and s o  t h e  

i s s u e  d i d  n o t  make news. 

v on I s s u e s  

A l l  t h e  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  c o v e r a g e  became news e v e n t s  
f 

because  o f  t h e  a c t i o n s  o r  i d e a s  e x p r e s s e d  by t h e  l e a d e r s  . o f  o n e  o f  

t h r e e  m a j o r  i n s t i t u t i o n s :  B i l l  Vander  Z a l m  o f  t h e '  M i n i s t r y  o f  

E d u c a t i o n ;  L a r r y  Kuehn o f  t h e  B.. C. T e a c h e r s '  F e d e r a t i o n ;  a n d  G a r y  

B e g i n  o f  t h e  B. C .  S c h o o l  T r u s t e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  R e s t r a i n t  became an 

i s s u e  because  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  B i l l  Vander  Zalm r e q u e s t e d  b u d g e t  

c u t s .  L a y o f f s / j o b  s e c u r i t y  and r o l l b a c k s / s a l a r i e s  were i s s u e s  because  

t h e y  t h r e a t e n e d  t e a c h e r  i n t e r e s t s  and t h e  B. C. T e a c h e r s '  F e d e r a t i o n  

de fended  t h e s e  i n t e r e s t s .  The i s s u e  o f  s c h o o l  board  autonomy s u r f a c e d  

because  Vander Zalmls a ~ t i o n s  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  r i g h t s  of s c h o o l  b o a r d s  

\ti w h i c h  t h e  B. C .  S c h o o l  T r u s t e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  guarded .  A l l  t h e  major  
1 

i s s u e s  c e n t e r e d  on c o n f l i c t  between t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  

BCTF o r  t e a c h e r  i n t e r e s t s ;  t h e  ~ ' M l n i s t e r  o f  Educa t ion  and t h e  BCSTA o r  

s c h o o l  board  i n t e r e s t s ;  o r  the M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t h e  t e a c h e r  

and s c h o o l  board  i n t e r e s t s .  

M o s t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  i s s u e s  f r o m  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  a n d  r e p o r t e r s  

s u p p o r t e d  e i t h e r  o n e  s i d e  o r  t h e  o t h e r  o f  t h e s e  c o n f l i c t s .  

C o m m e n t a r i e s  d i d  n o t  p r e s e n t  new i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  d i f f e r e n t  p o i n t s  of 



Ci 

v i e w ,  o r  l i n k  e v e n t s  a n d  i s s u e s  i n  a n a l y s i s .  B a s i c a l l y ,  t h e y  

r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  v iews  and a c t i o n s  of  t h e  t h r e e  main l e a d e r s  a n d  a d d e d  

t h e i r  o p i n i o n s  o n  t h e  l e a d e r ' s  p a r t  i n  t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  e i t h e r  p o s i t i v e  

o r  n e g a t i v e .  Because most c o l u m n i s t s  and ed i to r i a l$ ' . ' b f  d  n o t  s u p p o r t  

V a n d e r  Zalm,  t h e  c k m m e n t a r i e s  o n  i s s u e s  were b i a s e d  a g a  

Zalm's v iews o n  i s s u e s .  

> I n f o r m a t i o n  i n  news i s  g e n e r a l l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  s o u r c e s  h t h a t  is ,  

t h e  r e p o r t e r s  i n d i c a t e  w h e r e  t h e y  g e t  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The m a i n  

news s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e d u c a t i o n  w e r e  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  

M i n i s t r y  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  B. C. T e a c h e r s f  F e d e r a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  B. C. 

S i h o o l  T r u s t e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  ." I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h e  s o u r c e s  p rov ided  

o n l y  g e n e r a l  comments on i s s u e s .  P e r h a p s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  d i d  n o t  h a v e  

t h e  t i m e ,  r e p o r t e r s '  d i d  n o t  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  

m i s l e a d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  &he i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  i d e a s ,  o r  f a l l a c i e s  i n  

a r g u m e n t s  o r  t h e  a s s u m p t i o n s  o n  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  b a s e d .  F o r  t h i s  

r e a s o n ,  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  i s s u e s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  news was l i m i t e d  i n  

s c o p e  and  s o m e t i m e s  d i s t o r t e d .  For example, when t h e  news r e p o r t e d  

t h e  budget c u t s ,  t h e r e  was  no i n f o r m a t i o n  o t h e r  t h a n  Vander Zalm's few 

comments  p r e s e n t e d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  budget  had i n c r e a s e d  o v e r  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  y e a r  and t h a t  i t  was t h e  amount o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e  t h a t  was t o  

b e  c u t .  T h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  was n o t  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  BCSTA o r  t h e  
/-- 

BCTF t o  b r i n g ' u p  s o  t h e  f a c t  o f  i t  i s  l o s t .  ThSse t w o  g r o u p s  

emphasized t h e  budget  c u t s  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  R e p o r t e r s  a l s o  

chose  t o  emphasize t h e  b u d g e t  c u t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  b u d g e t  i n c r e a s e  



p r o b a b l y  i n  p a r t  t o  keep t h e  drama o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t  a l i v e ,  and pe rhaps  

t o  r e f l e c t  t h e i r  own v i e w s  w h i c h  w e r e  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t e a c h e r s '  

i n t e r e s t s .  

S t a t e m e n t s  b y  s o u r c e s  o n  i s s u e s  a r e  n o t  p r e s e n t e d  i n  a n  

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  w i t h  l i n k s  made t o  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  .o r  e v e n t s .  

F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a n  a r t i c l e  d i s c u s s e d  a s t u d y  t h a t  r e v e a l e d  larger*cl&!s 

s i z e  l e d  t o  h i g h e r  a c h i e v e m e n t  by s t u d e n t s .  O t h e r  a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  ' 

p a p e r  q u o t e d  t e a c h e r s  c o n d e m n i n g  l a r g e  c l a s s e s  and i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  

l a r g e  c l a s s e s  w o u l d  l e a d  t o  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  What 

makes a n a l y s i s  o f  t h i s  i s s u e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  newspaper r e a d e r  i s  t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  t h e  two v iews  on t h e  i s s u e  d i d  n o t  a p p e a r  t o g e t h e r  i n  a n  

a r t i c l e .  U n l e s s  r e a d e r s  were  ve ry  invo lved  i n  t h e  i s s u e ,  t h e y  cou ld  

n o t  remember t h e  in fo rmat5on  on c l a s s  s i z e  of  t h e  s t u d y  and l i n k  i t  t o  

t h e  t e a c h e r s f  comments  o n  c l a s s  s i z e .  Even though news s t o r i e s  a r e  

c o n t i n u i n g  and d e a l  w i t h  t h e  same i s s u e s  o v e r  time, e a c h  a r t i c l e  was  

p r e s e n t e d  as  a n  i s o l a t e d  s t o r y .  The e m p h a s i s  i n  news coverage  o f  

i s s u e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  was on c o n t i n g e n t  e v e n t s ,  n o t  on t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  

a rguments  p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  i s s u e s .  

The news a r t i c l e s  d i s c u s s e d  o v e r  a  d o z e n  m a j o r  i s s u e s  o v e r  a  

p e r i o d  o f  e i g h t  months. E a c h  i s s u e  c e n t e r e d  o n  a  number  o f  e v e n t s  

o v e r  t h a t  time and e a c h  o f  t h e  major  s o u r c e s  had v iews  o n  e a c h  e v e n t .  

These e v e n t s  had i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  more t h a n  o n e  i s s u e .  The r e s u l t  was 

t h a t  news c o v e r a g e  on t h e  i s s u e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  was v e r y  compl ica ted .  

T h i s  f a c t ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  s t y l e  o f  news c o v e r a g e  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  



s t r u c t u r e  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  p r e s e n t e d  o n ' i s s u e s ,  made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  

newspaper  r e a d e r  t o  a n a l y z e  an s t a n d  t h e  i s s u e s .  



I m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  

Chap te r  V I I  

P u b l i c ' s  P e r c e p t i o n  o f  E d u c a t i o n  

T h e  c o v e r a g e  which ;  The and  T h e  P r o v i n c e g a v e  E d u c a t i o n  

M i n i s t e r  V a n d e r  Zalm h a s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  r e a d i n g  

p u b l i c  ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  What t h e  p u b l i c  knows a b o u t  

e d u c a t i o n  i s  d e t e r m i n e d ,  i n  p a r t ,  by t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i s  p r o v i d e d  

i n  t h e  newspaper. A power of  t h e  newspaper i s  t h a t  +t d e t e r m i n e s  what 

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  p r i n t .  

R e s e a r c h  o n  m a s s  m e d i a  i n i t i a l l y  c o n c e n t r a t e d  o n  how m e d i a  

messages  i n f l u e n c e d  change i n  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  o p i n i o n s  and a t t i t u d e s .  I n  

t h e s e  s t u d i e s  t h e  mass media d i d  n o t  emerge a s .  major  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  

change  i n  o p i n i o n s  ( M c Q u a i l ,  1977 ) .  More r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h  d o e s  n o t  

d i s c o u n t -  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  power o f  t h e  media bu t  a p p r o a c h e s  t h e  problem 

d i f f e r e n t l y .  For example,  a  s t u d y  migh t  examine w h a t  p e o p l e  know o r  

wha t  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  p r e s e n t e d  t o  them, r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e i r  a t t i t u d e s  and 

o p i n i o n s .  Such was t h e  f o c u s  o f  i n q u i r y  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .  Answers  t o  

t h e  q u e s t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  were sough t  by a n a l y s i n g  newspaper a r t i c l e s  

i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  what i n f o r m a t i o n  was p r e s e n t e d  a n d  

w h o  p r e s e n t e d  i t ,  a n d  s u p p o r ' t  s p e c u l a t i o n s  made as  t o  why t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  was p r e s e n t e d .  From t h i s  a n a l y s i s  i n f e r e n c e s  c a n  b e  made 

o n  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  c o v e r a g e  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  

p e r c e p t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  

I m p l i c a t i o n s  a r e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  terms o f  t h e  s o u r c e s  who p r e s e n t  



I 

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  i s s u e s  w h i c h  are t h e  framework o f  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and 

t h e  n e w s p a p e r s , '  w h i c h  a r e  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  a g e n t  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  

i n f o r m a t i o n .  

9 - q. 

8% 

S o u r c e s  - P r e s e n t e r s  of & a t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o ~  

The newspaper  imposes  a s o c i a l  o r d e r  on t h e  w o r l d  by h a v i n g  n e w s  

e v e n t s  o c c u r  a t  some l o c a t i o n s  and n o t  o t h e r s  and u s i n g  some p e o p l e  as 

s o u r c e s  a n d  n o t  o t h e r s .  The  news c o v e r a g e  o f  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  

V a n d e r  Z a l m  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h r e e  c e n t r a l i z e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s :  The M i n i s t r y  
. , 

o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  T e a c h e r s '  F e d e r a t i o n ,  a n d  The  - 

B r i t i s h  Columbia  S c h o o l  T r u s t e e s  A s s o c i a t i o n .  O f f i c i a l s  i n  p o s i t i o n s  

o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  a u t h o r i t y ,  n a m e l y ,  B i l l  V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  L a r r y  

Kuehn, and Gary Beg in ,  were t h e  s o u r c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  t h r e e  

i n s  t i  t u  t i o n s .  

One of t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  u s i n g  t h e s e  t h r e e  l e a d e r s  i s  t h a t  a s  

power fu l  o f f i c i a l s ,  t h e s e  p e r s o n s  were knowns. Knowns h a v e  a u d i e n c e  

a p p e a l  s o  t h e y  g a i n  newspaper  r e a d e r ' s  a t t e n t i o n  ( J a m i e s o n  & Campbel l ,  

1 9 8 3 ) .  A n o t h e r  r e a s o n  f o r  u s i n g  l e a d e r s  a s  s o u r c e s  i s  t h a t  a s  

o f f i c i a l s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  t h e y  c a n  s u p p l y  j o u r n a l i s t s  w i t h  r e l i a b l e  

i n f o r m a t i o n ,  e a s i l y  and e f f i c i e n t l y  ( C a n s ,  1979). Because  j o u r n a l i s t s  

a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  d e l i v e r  t h e  l a t e s t  news t o  t h e i - r  a u d i e n c e ,  news 

becomes s i g n i f i c a n t  i f  i t  i s  e f f i c i e n t .  I n v e s t i g a t i n g  unknown s o u r c e s  

i s  t o o  time c o n s u m i n g  a n d  c o s t l y  t o  b e  t h e  m a i n s t a y  o f  j o u r n a l i s m .  

R e p o r t e r s  must  o b t a i n  t h e  mos t  r e l i a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p o s s i b l e  f r o m  t h e  



f e w e s t  number o f  s o u r c e s ,  as q u i c k l y  and i n e x p e n s i v e l y  as p o s s i b l e .  

The f a c t  t h a t c t h e s e  l e a d e r s  o f  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  s e r v i n g  d i f f e r e n t  

i n t e r e s t s  i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  were  t h e  p r i m a r y  s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  newspaper  h a s  

i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  wha t  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e  p u b l i c  r e c e i v e d .  An i n s t i t u t i o n  

i s  g o i n g  t o  b r i n g  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o n l y  t h o s e  i s s u e s  wh ich  

a re  i n n o c u o u s  t o  t h e m  ( B a c h r a c h  & B a r a t z ,  1 9 7 0 ) .  L e a d e r s  w i l l  

i n t r o d u c e  i s s u e s  t h a t  w i l l  m a i n t a i n  a n d  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  own 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s .  D u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  o f  i n t e r e s t  t o  t h i s  

s t u d y ,  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  main  s o u r c e s  were i n  c o n f l i c t ;  b o t h  
- 

t h e  BCTF and The BCSTA were s t r o n g l y  o p p o $ i n g  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t .  The 

r e s u l t  was t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  on  i s s u e s  was l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  

s i m p l e  b l a c k  and w h i t e  v i ews  o f  t h e  two o p p o s i n g  f o r c e s .  

T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n a l  r o l e s  o f  t h e  t h r e e  l e a d e r s  w e r e  c a s t .  B i l l  

Vander  Z a l m  was  t h e  c r i t i c ,  t e l l i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  was 

c o s t i n g  t o o  much, t h a t - t e a c h e r s  w e r e  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d o i n g  a good j o b ,  

and t h a t  s t u d e n t s  were n o t  l e a r n i n g  what  t h e y  s h o u l d  be .  L a r r y  kuehn,  

P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  BCTF p r o m o t e d  t h e  s y s t e m  as  i t  was, d e f e n d i n g  t h e  

c o s t  of e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  j o b  t e a c h e r s  were d o i n g  and what  s t u d e n t s  w e r e  ' 

, l e a r n i n g .  Gary Beg in ,  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  BCSTA, promoted t h e  r i g h t s  o f  

t h e  s c h o o l  boa rd  i n  e d u c a t i o n  g o v e r n a n c e  and d e f e n d e d  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  i n  

t h e  c r o s s f i r e  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  d e m a n d s  f o r  b u d g e t  c u t s  and t e a c h e r s '  

demands t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  s y s t e m  as i t  was. 

I n  n e w s ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  s o u r c e s .  

R e p o r t e r s  m a i n t a i n  t h a t  t h e i r  r e p o r t i n g  i s  o b j e c t i v e  b y  a t t r i b u t i n g  



f a c t s  and  o p i n i o n s  t o  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  s o u r c e s  and r e p r e s e n t i n g  a f a i r  
/ 

* -  b a l a n c e  o f  a rguments  on i s s u e s .  The shor tcoming  of  t h i s  c l a i m  i n  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h i s  s t u d y  is t h a t  i n  u s i n g  B i l l  Vander Z a l m ,  

L a r r y  Kuehn, and Gary Begin as t h e  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  s o u r c e s  o f  f a c t  a n d  

o p i n i o n  a n d  p r e s e n t i n g  a  f a i r  b a l a n c e  o f  o n l y  t h e i r  a r g u m e n t s  on 

i s s u e s ,  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  w i t h  d i f f e r e n t  f a c t s  a n d  o p i n i o n s  are a s s u m e d  

n o t  t o  e x i s t .  

The i d e a s  a n d  a c t i o n s  bf o n l y  t h e s e  t h r e e  s o u r c e s  p rov ided  t h e  

i f l o r m a t i o n a l  framework which e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  l i m i t s  o f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  

o f  i s s u e s  f o r  b o t h  t h e  r e p o r t e r s  a n d  t h e  commentators.  R e p o r t e r s ,  

e d i t o r s ,  and c o l u m n i s t s  d i d  n o t  i n v e s t i g a t e  background i n f o r m a  t i o n  o r  

a t t a c h  i s o l a t e d  p i e c e s  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  provided by t h e s e  l e a d e r s  i n t o  a 

more complete  c o n t e x t .  I n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  t h e  t h r e e  s o u r c e s  p r o v i d e d  

o n l y  g e n e r a l  comments  o n  i s s u e s .  R e p o r t e r s  d i d  n o t  i n q u i r e  o f  them 

f o r  d e t a i l s  t o  r e v e a l  t h e  m i s l e a d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  t h e  i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  

o f  i d e a s ,  o r  f a l l a c i e s  i n  arguments .  Nor d i d  t h e y  move beyond t h e s e  

i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  p r o v i d e  a l t e r n a t e  views s u c h ' a s  t h o s e  o f  t e a c h e r s  who 

d i s a g r e e d  w i t h  BCTF p o l i c y ,  unemployed t e a c h e r s ,  e d u c a t i o n  a u t h o r i t i e s  / 

a t  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  o r  v iews  t h a t  were  more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  

a t  l a r g e .  The o v e r a l l  r e s u l t  o f  u s i n g  o n l y  t h r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  , 

s o u r c e s  f o r  t h e  newspaper c o v e r a g e  was t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  

p rov ided  a  d i s t o r t e d  and i n a o m p l e t e  p i c t u r e  of * t h e  i s s u e s .  

Using o n l y  t h r e e  major  s o u r c e s ,  n o t  o n l y  l i m i t e d  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  

p r o v i d e d  o n  i s s u e s ,  b u t  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  p a t t e r n  on which a l l  t h e  



i s s u e s  w e r e  d e b a t e d .  Not o n l y  r e p o r t e r s  b u t  e d i t o r s ,  c o l u m n i s t s ,  and 

l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  d e b a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  terms se t  by  t h e  t h r e ' e  

l e a d e r s .  1't ,was  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  newspaper  r e a d e r ,  c o n c e r n e d  t h a t  

gove rnmen t  money be  u s e d  i n  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  w a y ,  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  

t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  p r o v i d e d  by t h e  newspaper  and move i n  t h e i r  own mind 

toward  a  s o l u t i o n .  The p a t t e r n  o f  d e b a t e  was n o t  t o  assess i s s u e s  i n  
C 

t e rms  o f  t h e i r  s u b s t a n c e  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  s i d e  w i t h  o n e  o r  o t h e r  

p e r s o n a l i t y ,  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  a r g u m e n t s .  The o b j e c t  o f  t h e  d e b a t e  

a p p e a r e d  t o  be  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  of t h e  c o n f l i c t ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  s h a r i n g  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h e  b e s t  s o l u t i o n .  ~ a r r y  - ~ u e h n  o f  t h e  BCTF 

a n d  G a r y  B e g f n  o f  t h e  BCSTA p r e d i c t a b l y  r e a c t e d  n e g a t i v e l y  t o  a l m o s t  

e v e r y t h i n g  t h a t  E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t e r  V a n d e r  Zalm d i d .  As a r e s u l t ,  

Kuehn  a n d  B e g i n ,  t r i e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  t h e m s e l v e s  as t h e  p r o t e c t o r s  o f  

t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  i n  e d u c a t i o n  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  was t h e  g o v e r n m e h t ,  

e l e c t e d  by  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s ,  which i n i t i a t e d  

t h e  r e s t r a i n t  program. 

T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  came a b o u ' t  b e c a u s e  t h e  p u b l i c  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  - 
h 

newspaper  as a c h a n n e l  o f  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t .  H o w e v e r ,  w h a t  i s  c l a i m e d  t o  be a n  e x p r e s s i o n  bf p u b l i c  

o p i n i o n  i n  t h e  p a p e r ,  i s  o f t e n  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  e l i t e  v i e w p o i n t s  

( A l t s c h u l l ,  1984) .  The s u c c e s s  o f  a n  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p  i n  g a i n i n g  media  

and  government  a t t e n t i o n  i s  p r e d i c t e d  by. r e s o u r c e s  w h i c h  i n c l u d e :  

money ; o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s i z e ,  u n i t y ,  and l e a d e r s h i p ;  p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s  

knowledge;  and i d e o l o g i c a l  commitment ( O r n s t e i n  & E l d e r ,  1978).  



B o t h  t h e  BCTF a n d  t h e  BCSTA a r e  p r e s e n t e d  as  i n t e r e s t  g r o u p s  

e x p r e s s i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  y e t  t h e y  are e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  own s p e c i a l  

.z-" i n t e r e s t s .  T h e  b u d g e t  c u t s  p r i m a r i l y  a f f e c t e d  t h e  interests  o f  

t e a c h e r s  s o  t h e  t e a c h e r s 1  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  t h e  BCTF, l o b b i e d  t o  p r o t e s t  

t h i s  c h a n J e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  government  f u n d s .  What t h e  BCTF 
c., 

s u c c e e d e d  i n  d o i n g ,  however ,  w i t h  t h e  c o m b i n e d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  BCSTA 

a n d  t h e  newspape r ,  which a l i g n e d  i t s e l f  w i t h  t e a c h e r  i n t e r e s t ,  was t o  

e s t a b l i s h  t h e  BCTF a s  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o n  a l l  e d u c a t i o n  matters  a n d  
., lb 

c o n v e y  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  d f  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  a l s o - t h e  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  

The  o p i n i o n  p o l l s  g i v e  some e v i d e n c e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  d i d  s u p p o r t  

P t h e  v i ews  o f  t h e  BCTF d u r i n g  t h i  p e r i o d .  I n  1 9 8 3 ,  t h e  p u b l i c  h a d  a 

m o r e  p o s i t i v e  v i e w  of  t h e  BCTF - t h a n  i n  1 9 8 2 ,  b e f o r e  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  

program was i n t r o d u c e d .  The p e r c e n t a g e  p o l l e d  who v i e w e d  t h e  BCTF 

" somewha t  p o s i t i v e l y n  i n c r e a s e d  f rom 30 t o  44  p e r  c e n t  o v e r  t h a t  y e a r  

( C a m p b e l l , . 1 9 8 4 ) .  Op in ion  p o l l s  f l u c t u a t e  and t h e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  med ia  

o n  p u b l i c .  o p i n i o n  c a n n o t  b e .  e s t a b l i s h e d  as  h a v i n g  a f u n d a m e n t a l  

i n f l u e n c e ,  b u t  i t  c a n  be n o t e d  t h a t  d u r i n g  t h e  time t h e  BCTF was g i v e n  

a  l a r g e  a m o u n t  o f  c o v e r a g e  a n d  was p o r t r a y e d  g e n e r a l l y  as t h e  

p r o t e c t o r  of t h e  p u b l i c ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  e d u c a t i o n  s o  d i d  t h e y  g a i n  i n  

t h e i r  image w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c .  

The  u s e  o f  t h e  ; t h r e e  l e a d e r s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n  as m a j o r  s o u r c e s  i n  ' 

t h e  newspaper c a n  e f f e c t  t h e  p u b i i c l s  p e r c e p t i o n  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  b o t h  i n  

t h a t  t h e s e  l e a d e r s  p r o v i d e  o n l y  l i m i t e d  and d i s t o r t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  and 



a l s o  i n  t h a t  t h e y  p r o v i d e  a  s e t  of  a s sumpt ions  on which e d u c a t i o n a l  

i s s u e s  a r e  d e b a t e d .  O t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  o n  e d u c a t i o n ,  i n  

p a r t . i c u l a r  t h o s e  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y ,  are n o t  used a s  

p e r s o n s  might  w e l l  have more o b j e c t i v e  o p i n i o n s  i n  

might  best b e n e f i t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  sys tem as a  whole.  

Issu& . - The Framework f o r  Educa t ion  \ 
'.- 
-\ 

I n f o r m a t i o n  on e d u c a t i o n  i s  a t t a c h e d  t o  i s s u e s .  What i n f o r m a t i o n  \- 

was p r e s e n t e d  on i s s u e s  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  a n d  how i t  was p r e s e n t e d  

b o t h  h a v e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  
5 

C o n s i d e r i n g  f irst  what i n f o r m a t i o n  was p r e s e n t e d ,  a l l  i s s u e s  i n  t h e  

a n e w s p a p e r  coverage  became news e v e n t s  because  o f  t h e  a c t i o n s  o r  i d e a s  

o f  t h e  l e a d e r s :  V a n d e r  Zalm, L a r r y  K u e h n ,  o r  G a r y  B e g i n .  The  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e s e  l e a d e r s  p r e s e n t e d  on a n  i s s u e  was l i m i t e d  t o  t h a t  
' 2  

which t h e y  f e l t  would  b e n e f i t  t h e i r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  l s i n t e r e s t ' .  The 

i n t e r e s t s  o f  t e a c h e r s  dominated t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  t h e  news. 

R e s t r a i n t \ a s  a n  i s s u e  a p p e a r e d  i n  72% o f  t h e  news a r t i c l e s  i n  
-- - -\$ 

b o t h  The Sun and b h e  P r o v i n c e ,  A l a r g e  amount of  t h e  s c h o o l  board  

budge t  g o e s  t o  t e a c h e r  salaries (70%) s o  when s c h o o l  b o a r d s  were  under  

t h e  o r d e r  o f  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  c u t  t h e i r  b u d g e t s ,  t h e  

t h r e a t  was t o  t e a c h e r ' s  j o b s  and t h e i r  s a l a ~ i e s .  L a y o f f d j o b  s e c u r i t y  

a n d  r o l l b a c k s  / s a l a r i e s  became t h e  c e n t r a l  i s s u e s  around t h e  q u e s t i o n  

o f  what t o  c u t  and t h i s  was r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  news coverage  w h i c h  g a v e  

t h e s e  two i s s u e s  m o r e  m e n t i o n  i n  b o t h  p a p e r s  t h a n  any o t h e r  i s s u e  



e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  more g e n e r a l  i s s u e  of b e s t r a i n i .  , 

The f a c t  t h a t  r e s t r a i n t ,  l a y o f f s / j o b  s e c u r i t y ,  r o l l b a c k s 1  

s a l a r i e s ,  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g ,  t e a c h e r  a c t i o n / s t r i k e s  and s c h o o l  

board  autonomy were t h e  i s s u e s  g i v e n  major coverage  i n  t h e  news might 

a f f e c t  t h e  p u b l i c ' s -  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n .  

1n t h e  news,  t e a c h e r s  w e r e  t r e a t e d  as. t h e  c e n t r a l  f i g u r e s  i n  

e d u c a t i o n .  E d u c a t i o n  i n 2 t h e  news d i d  n o t  c e n t e r  on s t u d e n t s ,  s c h o o l s ,  
' 8  9 

o r  l e a r n i n g .  The f u n d a m e n t a l  c o n c e r v  w s s  n o t  s c h o o l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  
t r  

" ,  

p r a c t i c e s ,  o r  s t u d e n t  a t t i t u d e  o r  achie&ment.  "Pub l i c  e d u c a t i o n  is  
'% 

t e a c h e r s n  was t h e  message of  t h e  news. With t h i s  news s o  a t t e n t i v e  t o  

t e a c h e r  n e e d s  came t h e  m e s s a g e  t h a t  i f  t e a c h e r s  were  d i s s a t i s f i e d ,  .. 
t h e n  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  e d u c a t i o n  would be u n s a t i s f a c t o r y .  T h e r e  was a n  

a s s u m e d  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  s a t i s f y  t h e  t e a c h e r s .  a re  

n e c e s s a r i l y  good f o r  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  c o n c e n t r a t i n g  on t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  

t e a c h e r s ,  t h e  news over looked  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  p a r e n t s ,  and 

t h e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c .  The netrs d i d  n o t  examine t h e  problem t o  d e t e r m i n e  

what d i r e c t i o n s  would be o f  o v e r a l l  b e n e f i t  t o  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n .  

The emphasis  on f i n a n c e  a l s o  c a r r i e d  w i t h  i t  t h e  b a s i c  m e s s a g e  

t h a t  a n y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  came a b o u t  o n l y  as a r e s u l t  o f  

f i n a n c e s .  L i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  was g i v e n  ' t o  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  

o f  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  c a n  be improved a t  no c o s t .  For e'xample, r e s e a r c h  

h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  impor tance  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  e t h o s  f o r  i ts  

e f f e c t s  o n  s t u d e n t  a t t i t u d e  a n d  a c h i e v e m e n t .  P o s i t i v e  s c h o o l  

env i ronments  a r e  n o t  a e h i e v e d  by improvements i n  f i n a n c e  b u t  by human 



f a c t o r s .  Although Vander Zalm s t a t e d  t h a t  throwing money 

d o e s  n o t  s o l v e  i t s  p r o b l e m s ,  o t h e r  q u o t e d  s o u r c e s  

" c o m m e n t a t o r s  s c o f f e d  a t  t h i s  i d e a .  Few kqws r e p o r t s  
* f 

colurnrhst i n v e s t i g a t e d  the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t he  s t a t emen t .  

How pews  i s  r e p o r t e d  a l s o  h a s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  
, . 

at  educa t ion  

a s  w e l l  a s  ,/ 

and only  one 
1 

,/ 

t h e  p u b l i c .  

Tuchman (1978) c l a ims  t h a t  news eschews a n a l y s i s  by e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  

c o n c r e t e  grid c o n t i n g e n t  i n  e v e n t s ,  and t h e  p re sen t ,  a h i s t o r i c a l  time : 

o r i e n t a t i o n .  .News avoids  making l i n k a g e s  between even t s  o r  t h e  i s s u e s  

stemming from t h e  even t s .  H. 

E d u c a t i o n  news i s  c o n t i n u i n g  news, which p r e s e n t s  a  s e r i e s  of 
s, 

- s t o r i e s  based upon even t s  occu r r ing  over  a  per iod of time. I s s u e s  i n  

c o n t i n u i n g  news a r e  c o m p l i c a t e d  and c e n t e r  on t h e  c o n f r o n t a t i o n s  of 

comple,$?organizations. The news a r t i c l e s  cover ing  Educat ion M i n i s t e r  - 
4 Vander  Z a l m  d i s cus sed  over a  dozen major i s s u e s  du r ing  a n  e i g h t  month 

per iod .  Each i s s u e  cen t e r ed  on a  number, of e v e n t s  over  t h a t  t i m e  and 

e a c h  o f  t h e  m a j o r  s o u r c e s  had v i e w s  on e a c h  e v e n t .  E v e n t s  had 

i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  more t h a n  o n e  i s s u e .  The r e s u l t  was t h a t  news  

c o v e r a g e  on t h e  i s s u e s  was very complicated.  Analyzing t h e s e  i s s u e s  

was made more d i f f i c u l t  because of t h e  way news i s  s t r u c t u r e d .  

S t a t e m e n t s  by s o u r c e s  o n  i s s u e s  a r e  n o t  p r e s e n t e d  i n  a n  

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  w i t h  l i n k s  made t o  o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  e v e n t s .  

U n l e s s  newspape r  r e a d e r s  are  ve ry  involved wi th  i s s u e s ,  they cannot  
* 

'-remember t h e  i n fo rma t ion  presen ted  on an i s s u e  a t  one time and l i n k  i t  

t o  ' t h e  same i s s u e  a t  a n o t h e r  time. I s s u e s  change  from a r t i c l e  t o  



a r t i c l e ,  so. t h a t  one- a r t i c l e  might  d e a l  w i t h  c u r r i c u l u m  and a few d a y s  

l a t e r  t h e  i s s u e  4111 b e  r o l l b a c k s  a n d  l a y o f f s .  A week  l a t e r  a n  

+ (  
a r t i c l e  m i g h t  a g a i n  d i s c u s s  c u r r i c u l u m  bu t  make no r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  

p r e v i o u s  a r t i c l e  on c u r r i o u l u m .  T h i s  manner  o f  r e p o r t i n g  d o e s  n o t  

f a c i l i t a t e  t h e  s t r u c t u r i n g  o f  i s s u e s  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  s o  t h e y  c a n  be . 

ana lyzed .  - ,  

The commentar ies  do n o t  h e l p  much e i t h e r  i n  t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and 

a n a l y s i s  of  i s s u e s .  N e a r l y  a l l  c r i t i c i z e d  Vander Zalm and r a t h e r  t h a n  

c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  s u b s t a n c e  o f  wh&t was be ing  s a i d  c o n c e n t r a t e d  on t h e  
. , 

p e r s o n a l i t y  and s t y l e  of  t h e  s p o k e s p e r s o n s .  C o l u m n i s t s  f r e q u e n t l y  

made s w e e p i n g  s t a t e m e n t s  t o  e x a g g e r a t e  a  p o i n t  s o  t h e  r e a d e r  d i d  n o t  
. < 

know when f a c t  ended and myth began. E d i t o r i a l s  c o n f u s e d  t h e  p u b l i c  

.? t r y i n g -  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  i s s u e s  by t a k i n g  i n c o n s i s t e n t  s t a n y s .  
-4 

P r o v i n c e  e d i t o r i a l s ,  f o r  example ,  had f o u r  e d i t o r i a l s  t h a #  s u p p o r t e d  
.a 

r e s t r a i n t  a n d  f i v e  t h a t  were a g a i n s t  i t .  The S u n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  

t e a c h e r  s a l a r i e s  b e  r o l l e d  b a c k  b u t  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  

i n t e r f e r i n g  w i t h  c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g .  P e r h a p s  The S - e d i t o r  

expec ted  t h e  t e a c h e r s  t o  t a k e  v o l u n t a r y  r o l l b a c k s  b u t  b e c a u s e  s e v e r a l  

m o n t h s  s e p a r a t e d  t h e  e d i t o r i a l s  a d v o c a t i n g  t e a c h e r  s a l a r y  r o l l b a c k s  

and t h o s e  on c o l l e c t i v e  b a r g a i n i n g ,  a n o t h e r  s p e c u l a t i o n  c o u l d  be  t h e  

e d i t o r s  s i m p l y  d i d  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  

t h a t  t e a c h e r s  a c c e p t  s a l a r y  r o l l b a c k s .  The e d i t o r i a l s  f r e q u e n t l y  t o o k  

s i m p l i s t i c  v iews  o f  i s s u e s  and made s i m p l i s t i c  unworkable s u g g e s t i o n s  

f o r  s o l u t i o n s .  The news p r e s e n t e d  i s s u e s  t h a t  w e r e  v e r y  c o m p l i c a t e d  

a * 



b u t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  commenta r i e s  g a v e  l i t t l e  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  newspaper  

r e a d e r  i n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h i s  c o m p l e x i t y .  Commentar ies ,  l i k e  t h e  news, 

a p p e a r  t o  c o n s i d e r  e n t e r t a i n i n g ,  n o t  i n f o r m i n g ,  as t h e i r  g r o u n d i n g  

p r i n c i p l e .  

T h e  p u b l i c  was p r e v e n t e d  f r o m  a n a l y z i n g  and u n d e r s t a n d i ~ g  t h e  

i s s u e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  b e c a u s e  e v e n t s  were r e p o r t e d  a s  t h o u g h  t h e y  

o c c u r r e d  by  c h a n c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  by consequence .  The emphaq i s  i n  t h e  
1 '  

news i s  n o t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a r g u m e n t s ,  s o d l i n k s  are n o t  made b e t w e e n  

e v e n t s .  T h e  c o m m e n t a r i e s  a l s o  d i d , - n o t  a i d  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  t h e i r  
- 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  i s s u e s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  , p r e o c c , u p i e d  w i t h  t h e  

p e r s o n a l i t i e s  i n v o l v e d  a n d  d i d  n o t  a n a l y i e  t h e  s u b s t a h c e  o f  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  on i s s u e s .  The r e s u l t  may b e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  I 

a b a n d o n s  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  i s s u e s  b'y t a k i n g  s i d e s  w i t h  o n e  o f  t h e  
;r 

l e a d e r s  who p r e s e n t  i s s u e s  i n  s i m p l i s t i c  terms. The  l e a d e r s  h a v e  

p r e d i c t a b l e  s t a n d s  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  c a n  i d e d t i f y .  T h e i r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  ' 

g i v e  t h e  newspaper  r e a d e r  a. s e n s e  o f  , c o n t i n u i t y  i n  t h e  c o m p l e x  a n d  

c h a n g i n g  e v e n t s  and i s s u e s  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  news. 

1 

I s  kent  for Fducat-on 

T h e  p u b l i c  d e p e n d s  o n  e d i t o r s  a n d  r e p o r t e r s  t o  se.lect t h e  ' 

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e d u c a t i o n  t h a t  i't r e c e i v e s  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r .  The  

t r a d i t i o n  o f  t h e  f r e e d o m  o f  t h e  p r e s s ,  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be a p r i n c i p l e  

f o r  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of democracy ,  a d v o c a t e s  a p r e s s  free f rom g o v e r n m e n t  

c o n t r o l  t o  p r o v i d e  a  forum f o r  t h e  u n r e s t r i c t e d  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  i d e a s  



and o p i n i o n s .  The paradox o f  a  p r e s s  f r e e  from government con tFo1 ,  is  

t h a t  news becomes a commodity,  p r o d u c e d  and b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  o w n e r  

c.ompany. Southam, t h e  owner o f  t h e  two newspapers o f  t h i s  s t u d y ,  Jh.e 

and The P r o v i n c ~ ,  is  t h e  second l a r g e s t  newspaper c h a i n  i n  Canada. 

C h a i n  o w n e r s h i p ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  improv ing  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  r e p o r t i n g  h a s  

r e s u l t e d  i n  c h a i n  p a p e r s  h a v i n g  less news, fewer  s taff  w r i t t e n  s t o r i e s  

and h i g h &  a d v e r t i s i n g  and newsstand r a t e s  (Maclean,  1981 ) .  N e w s ,  as 

b u s i n e s s ,  h a s  d i m i n i s h e d  t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  i d e a s  and o p i n i o n s .  

B e c a u s e  n e w s p a p e r s  must  a t t r a c t  and hold  a  l a r g e  a u d i e n c e  t o  be 

p r o f i t a b l e ,  they  e x p r e s s  t h e  v iews  and v a l u e s  m o s t  w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d .  

The i n f o r m a t i o n  on s o u r c e s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  o n l y  a 

small range  o f  a c c e p t a b l e  v i e w p o i n t s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  news a n d  

t h a t  i t  does  n o t  a l l o w  f o r  much c o m p e t i t i o n  o f  i d e a s  and o p i n i o n s .  

What i s  s e l e c t e d  a s  news c a n n o t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  be s e p a r a t e d  from t h e  

f a c t  t h a t  n e w s p a p e r s  a r e  a b u s i n e s s .  The p u b l i s h e r  p r i n t s  w h a t  

a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  a u d i e n c e  s o  t h e y  w i l l  buy t h e  n e w s p a p e r .  A u d i e n c e  

a p p e a l  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c r i t e r i o n  i n  a s s e s s i n g  newswor th iness ,  s o  news 

s e l e c t i o n  depends  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  i n t e r e s t  o f  a n  e v e n t .  N e w s  
t 

i m p o r t a n c e  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  e v e n t s  t o  a u d i e n c e ,  t h e  

p r o m i n e n c e  o f  t h o s e  i n v o l v e d  i n  e v e n t s ,  a n d  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  t h e  

i n t e r e s t  i s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by c o n f l i c t  and t h e  u n u s u a l  

nowns o r  stars w i t h  i n t e r e s t i n g  p e r s o n a l i t i e s .  R e a d e r s  

g i v e  m o r e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  news f e a t u r i n g  t h e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
J 

i n t e r e s t i n g  news and t h e  consequence i s  t h a t  as many o f  t h e s e  e l e m e n t s  



are worked i n t o  t h e  news s t o r i e s  as p o s s i b l e .  

An i n i t i a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  c o v e r a g e  o n  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t h a t  

r e p o r t e r s  a n d  e d i t o r s  d o  n o t  h a v e  a s  t h e i r  f u n d a m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t  

k e e p i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  i n fo rmed  a b o u t  t h e  e d u c a t i o n  sys t em.  They h a v e  a s  

t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  w h a t  e d u c a t i o n  e v e n t s  t h e y  t h i n k  w i l l  h a v e  a u d i e n c e  

a p p e a l .  

B i l l  V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  a s  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  c o n f o r m e d  t o  t h e  

c r i t e r i a  o f  news i m p o r t a n c e  a n d  i n t e r e s t .  H i s  name was a c u e  t h a t  

a t t r a c t e d  r e a d e r  i n t e r e s t .  It was f o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  h e  was s e l e c t e d  t o  

g e t  med ia  a t t e n t i o n .  Vander Zalm met t h e  news c r i t e r i a  o f  i m p o r t a n c e  

b y  h o l d i n g  t h e  p o r t f o l i o  o f  M i n i s t e r  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n  i m p o r t a n t  

p o s i t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n  f o r  B r i t i s h  Columbia. 

Vander Z a l m  a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  h i m s e l f  as newsworthy b e c a u s e  h e  was 

i n t e r e s t i n g .  H i s  p e r s o n a l  l i f e  e x e m p l i f i e d  t h a t  o f  t h e  se l f -made  man. 

H i s  l i f e  began i n  wartime H o l l a n d ,  where  h e  had l i t t l e  t o  ea t  o r  wear. 

He came t o  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  t o  become i n  time a  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l  

b u s j n e s s m a n  a n d  p o l i t i c i a n .  One o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  t h e  p u b l i c  r e c e i v e d  

i w o r m a t i o n  o n  Vander Z a l m ,  was t h a t  h e  had a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y  

and  l i f e .  

A n o t h e r  c r i t e r i a  o f  n e w s  i n t e r e s t  b e s i d e s  p e r s o n a l i t y  i s  

c o n f l i c t .  Vander  Zalm r e c e i v e d  a  l o t  o f  news c o v e r a g e  when h e  t o o k  

s t a n d s  a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  p o l i c i e s  i n  a r e a s  t h a t  l e d  t o  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  

o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  BCTF and t h e  BCSTA. These c o n f l i c t s  
+ 

were r e p o r t e d  w i t h  n e g a t i v e  c o n n o t a t i o n s  i m p l y i n k  t h a t  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  



o f  o r d e r  was v a l u a b l e .  T h e  news e m p h a s i z e d  t h a t  t h e  b u d g e t  c u t s  

e n f o r c e d  by Vander Zalm c r e a t e d  a  c r i s i s  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  Kuehn s t a t e d  

i n i t i a l l y  t h a t  V a n d e r  Z a l m  w a s - a  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s y s t e m  . Gans (1979) 

i d e n t i f i e d  s o c i a l '  o r d e r  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g  s o c i a l  o r d e r  t h r o u g h  

l e a d e r s h i p  a s  two  o f  t h e  e n d u r i n g  v a l u e s  i n  news. The news w i t h  i t s  

e m p h a s i s  on s o c i a l  o r d e r ,  p o r t r a y e d  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o  a s  

i n h e r e n t l y  b a d .  R a t h e r  t h a n  o p e n i n g  o u t  i s s u e s  and a i r i n g  them i n  

l i g h t  of a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e ,  t h e  news f o c u s e d  o n  t h e  l e a d e r s  t o  
$.d 

r e - e s t a b l i s h  o r d e r .  

The  p r e s s  c a n  be  c r i t i c i z e d  b e c a u s e  i t  p r o v i d e s  t h e  p u b l i c  w i t h  

i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  e d u c a t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  when e v e n t s  s temming f rom e d u c a t i o n  

i n v o l v e  c o n f l i c t .  T h i s  l i m i t s  t h e  c o v e r a g e  t h e  p u b l i c  h a s  o f  

e d u c a t i o n .  The newspaper  c a n  b e  f u r t h e r  c r i t i c i z e d  b e c a u s e  i n  i t s  

a t t e n t i o n  t o  c o n f l i c t ,  t h e  news had as i t s  main v a l u e  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  

o f  s o c i a l  o r d e r  and s o  i t  d i d  n o t  a l l o w  i s s u e s  t h e i r  f u l l  s c o p e  o f  

d e b a t e .  A l t h o u g h  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s p e c u l a t e  how t h i s  affects t h e  

p u b l i c t s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h i s  news c o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e .  t o  t h e  

p u b l i c ' s  s e n s e  t h a t  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  is d i f f i c u l t  t o  change  o r  t h a t  i t  

is u n r e s p o n s i v e  t o  p u b l i c  demands f o r  change .  

N e w s  i s  a n  e v e n t .  A l t h o u g h  t h e r e  ar$ a number o f  e v e r  p r e s e n t  

i s s u e s  i n  t h e  s y s t e m  o f  e d u c a t i o n ,  t h e y  a re  n o t  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  m e d i a  

c o v e r a g e  u n t i l  t h e r e  i s  a n  o c c u r r e n c e  o r  e v e n t  w h i c h  h a s  news  

i n t e r e s t .  t a n d e r  Zalm u n d e r s t o o d  t h i s  a n d  c r e a t e d  e v e n t s  w h i c h  

b r o u g h t  i s s u e s  i n t o  p u b l i c  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  media .  I n  a 



s e n s e ,  V a n d e r  Z a l m ,  l i t e r a l l y  "made t h e  newsn by s p e a k i n g  on i s s u e s  

and  making h i s  v i e w s  known. B e c a u s e  t h e  m e d i a  d o e s  n o t  a t t e n d  t o  

s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  e x c e p t  as  i t  i s  r e f l e c t e d  t h r o u g h  i ts  l e a d e r s  

( G a n s ,  l 9 7 9 ) ,  t h e  l e a d e r s  o f  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  e s s e n t i a l  i n  

, 
b r i n g i n g  i s s u e s  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  a t t e n t i o n .  It c o u l d  be 

a r g u e d  t h a t  V a n d e r  Zaim, i n  b r i n g i n g  e d u c a t i o n  i s s u e s  i n t o  t h e  

p u b l i c  ' s c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e d i a ,  d i d  g e n e r a t e  some p u b l i c  

i n t e r e s t  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  I n  a n  o p i n i o n  p o l l  o f  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  

o f  e d u c a t i o n  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  made i n  F e b r u a r y  1983 (Campbe l l ,  

19841,  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  p e o p l e  w i t h o u t  o p i n i o n s  d r o p p e d  f r o m  1 6 %  t o  

9% b e  t w e e n  1 9 8 2  a n d  1 9 8 3 .  A 1  t h o u g h  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s  d i d  n o t  p r e s e n t  

c o m p l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  i s s u e s ,  b y  g i v i n g  g r e a t e r  c o v e r a g e  t o  

e d u c a t i o n  m a t t e r s ,  t h e y .  may h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  p u b l $ c  i n t e r e s t  i n  
:t 

e d u c a t i o n  i s s u e s .  

The  r e p o r t s  o n  Vander Z a l m  f u l f i l l e d  a  p o l i t i c a l  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  

n e w s p a p e r .  P e o p l e  m u s t  g e t  s u f f i c i e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e d u c a t i o n  

mat ters  t o  make j u d g e m e n t s .  The  p r e s s  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  i m p o r t a n t  i n  

d e m o c r a t i c  s o c i e t y  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  a n  i m p o r t a n t  s o u r c e  o f  p u b l i c  

i n f o r m a t i o n .  It k e e p s  t h e  p u b l i c  a l i v e  t o  t h e  common i n t e r e s t s  and  

p r o b l e m s  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c  f a c e s  as t h e  s u p p o r t e r  o f  a p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  

s y s t e m .  The  p r e s s  t a k e s  on  t h e  r o l e  o f  i n v e s t i g a t o r  i n t o  gove rnmen t ,  

r e f u s i n g  t o  a c c e p t  p r a c t i c e s  t h a t  t h e y  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  a g a i n s t  t h e  

p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  The p r e s s  i s  free t o  c r i t i c i z e  government  and inform 

t h e  p u b l i c  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g  p u b - l i c  



e d u c a t i o n .  Although t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e  p u b l i c  r e c e i v e d  was l i m i t e d ,  

t h e  press d i d  f u n c t i o n  as t h e  p u b l i c ' s  watchdog on Vander Z a l m  and t h e  

E d u c a t i o n  M i n i s t r y  and  c o n v e y e d  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  e d u c a t i o n  i s  a  

p u b l i c  sys tem and h a s  g u a r d s  t o  m a i n t a i n  i t  as sbch .  

P o l i t i c i a n s  a r e  d e p e n d e n t  o n  m e d i a  a t t e n t i o n  t o  a t t a i n  a n d  

m a i n t a i n  power. The n e w s p a p e r  r e p o r t e r s  a n d  e d i t o r s  d e c i d e  w h i c h  

pe rqbns  and e v e n t s  i n  government g e t  media a t t e n t i o n  and which do n o t .  

r t e r s  and e d i t o r s  e v a l u a t e  f a c t s ,  e v e n t s ,  a n d  i d e a s ,  d e t e r m i n e  

r e l e v a n c e  a n d  v a l u e  t o  a u d i e n c e s  and d e c i d e  what t o  s e l e c t  and 

what t o  i g n o r e .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e y  want p o l i t i c i q n s  t o  a r t i c u l a t e  i n s t a n t  

o p i n i o n s  and  i d e a s  a s  demanded by t h e  a t t e n t i v e  p u b l i c .  B i l l  Vander 
e 

Z a l m ,  as M i n i s t e r  o f  Educa t ion ,  by conforming t o  t h e  c r i t e r i a  of  news 

i n t e r e s t  a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  was s e l e c t e d  t o  g e t  media a t t e n t i o n .  Other  

M i n i s t e r s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  h a v e  n o t  h a d n s u c h  e x t e n s i v e  c o v e r a g e .  The 

p u b l i c  may p e r c e i v e  Vander  Zalm a s  a  more  i m p o r t a n t  o r  i n f l u e n t i a l  

l e a d e r  i n  e d u c a t i o n  because  o f  t h i s  g r e a t e r  news coverage  which may be 

e r r o n e o u s .  A s  S t a n f i e l d  (1980) s a i d ,  a  p o l i t i c i a n ' s  image h a s  become 

more i m p o r t a n t  t h a n  h i d h e r  i d e a s .  

The m e d i a  r e i n f o r c e  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s t y l e  o f  l e a d e r s h i p  and d e b a t e .  

A l e a d e r  who moves s l o w l y  and wan ts  t o  c o n s i d e r  a l l  r e l e v a n t  f a c . t s  i s  

n o t  g o i n g  t o  g e t  m e d i a  c o v e r a g e  b e c a u s e  t h e  media w a n t s  l e a d e r s  t o  

i n s t a n t l y  a r t i c u l a t e  a  p o s i t i o n .  One who doe,& n o t  h e a d  i n t o  o p e n  
i &. 

c o n f l i c t  w i l l  n o t  c r e a t e  n e w s w o r t h y  e v e n t s .  L e a d e r s  who w a n t  t o  

p o r t r a y  t h e  n o r m a l  o c c u r r e n c e s  i n  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  n o t  b e  



a t t e n d e d  t o  by j o u r n a l i s t s  who a r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  u n u s u a l  and t h e  

u n i q u e .  The newspaper  d e t e r m i n e s  what  l e a d e r s  w i l l  get i n t o  t h e  n e w s  

by u s i n g  t h e i r  c r i t e r i a '  o f  what  is  newsworthy. 
9 

The p u b l i c  d e p e n d s  o n  t h e  newspape r  t o  r e p o r t  o n  i t s  e d u c a t i o n  

l e a d e r s .  I n  t u r n ,  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  i s  g o i n g  t o  a t t e n d  t o  p u b l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  p r i m a r i l y  as it i s  r e f l e c t e d  by i t s  l e a d e r s .  The r e s u l t  i s  

t h a t .  i f  t h e  l e a d e r  d o e s  n o t  s p e a k  o n  i s s u e s ,  t h e  p u b l i c  h a s  l i t t l e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e d u c a t i o n .  If t h e  l e a d e r s  d o  s p e a k  o n  i s s u e s  b u t  t h e  

n e w s p a p e r  c h o o s e s  n o t  t o  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  l e a d e r ,  t h e  p u b l i c  h a s  l i t t l e  

i n f o r m a t i o n .  

T h i s  dilemma raises t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  whose r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i t  is t o  

b r i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  . t h e  p u b l i c  i s s u e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  A s  i t  s t a n d s ,  t h e  

n e w s p a ' p e r  d o e s  n o t  l o o k  t o  o t h e r  s o u r c e s  o f  a u t h o r i t y  t o  p r e s e n t  

i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  s u c h  as u n i v e r s i t y  e x p e r t s  o r  b u r e a u c r a t s  

i n  t h e  education s y s t e m .  The  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  now o n  l e a d e r s  t o  

a r t i c u l a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  c o u l d  b e  s h a r e d  w i t h  o t h e r  

s o u r c e s .  P e o p l e  may b e  moved b e y o n d  t h e i r  own m y t h s  a b o u t  p u b l i c  

e d u c a t i o n  by i n f o r m a t i o n  and e x p e r i e n c e .  What i n f o r m a  t i o n  t h e  p u b l i c  

r e c e i v e s  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  how i t  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i s  a s h a r e d  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  many a u t h o r i t i e s  and l e a d e m  i n  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  

w h o s e  i d e a s  a r e  n e e d e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f u l l  d e b a t e  o n  i s s u e s  a n d  t h e  

n e w s p a p e r s  who c o u l d  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h e s e  i s s u e s  i n  t h s  f u l l e s t  

l i g h t  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n .  The  f a c t  i s  j o u r n a l i s t s  are n o t  d o i n g  t h i s .  

The newspaper  i s  a b u s i n e s s  and r e p o r t e r s  w r i t e  w h a t  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  



a u d i e n c e .  The a u d i e n c e + m a y  n o t  h a v e  d i s p l a y e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  

d e t a i l s  needed f o r  making ba lanced  a p p r a i s a l s  o f  i s s u e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  

T h i s ,  however ,  is n o t  a n  a d e q u a t e  e x p l a n a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  coverage  g i v e n  

e d u c a t i o n  i s s u e s .  The p r a c t i s e  o f  j o u r n a l i s m  i t s e l f  is embedded w i t h  

i d e a s  t h a t  d e f i n e  w h a t  news is .  The j o u r n a l i s , t s f  own c h e r i s h e d  

n o t i o n s  o f  a news s t o r y  a r e  p e r h a p s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o b s t r u c t i o n  t o  

i l l u m i n a t i n g  r e p o r t s  on e d u c a t i o n .  

Stlnunarv 

~ e w s ~ a ~ e r  e d i t o r s  and r e p o r t e r s ,  i n  d e c i d i n g  who i s . n e w s  a n d . w h a t  

i s  news i n  e d u c a t i o n ,  d e t e r m i n e  what i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e ,  p u b l i c  r e c e i v e s .  

The u s e  o f  l e a d e r s ,  from t h e  M i n i s t r y  of  Educa t ion ,  t h e  BCTF, and t h e  

BCSTA, a s  s o u r c e s  l i m i t e d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  - i n f o r m a t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  on i s s u e s  

b e c a u s e  l e a d e r s  o n l y  p r o v i d e  t h e .  l i m i t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  w i l l  

m a i n t a i n  o r  s t r e n g t h e n  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s .  The a s s u m p t i o n s  on w h i c h  

t h e s e  l e a d e r s  b a s e d  t h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w e r e  l e f t  u n - q u e s t i o n e d  by 

r e p o r t e r s  and commentators and were i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  d e b a t e  o n  ' . 

i s s u e s .  

The i n t e r e s t s  o f  t e a c h e r s  dominated t h e  news. Because of  t h i s ,  

t h e  p u b l i c  c o u l d  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o'f t e a c h e r s  were 

synonymous  w i t h  what was good f o r  e d u c a t i o n .  The emphasis  on f i n a n c e  

i n  t h e  news m i g h t  a l s o  s u g g e s t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  t h a t  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  

e d u c a t i o n  come a b o u t  o n l y  as  a r e s u l t  o f  money r a t h e r  t h a n  human 

e f f o r t s .  



T h e  i s s u e s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  were complex.  T h e r e  were o v e r  a dozen  

i s s u e s  r e p o r t e d  and one  e v e n t  c o u l d  have  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  a number  o f  

i s s u e s .  A l s o ,  t h e  news was c o n s t r u c t e d  w i t h  a n  e m p h a s i s  on  p r e s e n t  

and c o n t i n g e n t  e v e n t s  r a t h e r  t h a n  o n  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  o f  a r g u m e n t s  o n  

i s s w e s  o r  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  be tween e v e n t s .  F o r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  . i t  was 

d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  t o  a n a l y s e  and u n d e r s t a n d  i s s u e s .  The r e s u l t  

may b e  t h a t  t h e  p u b l i c ,  l i k e  t h e  news r e p o r t e r s  a n d , c o m m e n t a t o r s ,  

abandon t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  of i s s u e s  by s i d i n g  w i t h  a  l e a d e r  w h o s e  s i m p l e  

an'd p r e d i c t a b l e  s t a n d s  p r o v i d e d  a s e n s e  o f  c o n t i n u i t y  i n  complex and 

c h a n g i n g  e v e n t s  and i s s u e s .  

B e c a u s e  n e w s p a p e r s  mus t  a t t r a c t  and h o l d  a 1 a r g e . a u d i e n c e  t o  be . . 

p r o f i t a b l e ,  t h e  c o v e r a g e  o n  e d u c a t i o n  i s  b a s e d  o n  a u d i e n c e  a p p e a l  
-- 

r a t h ' e r  t h a n  o n  k e e p i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  i n f o r m e d  a b o u t  e d u c a t i o n .  The 

newspaper  r e ' p o r t s  on  e d u c a t i o n  i s s u e s  if t h e y  i n v o l v e  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  

i n t e r e s t i n g  p e o p l e ,  c o n f l i c t s ,  ar ld u n i q u e  o r  u n u s u a l  e v e n t s .  

R e p o r t e r s  d i d  n o t  o f t e n  s e a r c h  o u t  o t h e r  a u t h o r i t i e s  o n  e d u c a t i o n  

o t h e r  t h a n  l e a d e r s .  To r e c e i v e  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  e d u c a % i o n  i n  t h e  

newspape r ,  t h e  p u b l i c  d e p e n d s  o n  l e a d e r s  t o  s p e a k  o n  i s s u e s  a n d  t h e  

newspaper  t o  j udge  as newsworthy y h a t  t h e  l e a d e r s  are  s a y i n g .  

H a v i n g  a p u b l i c  i n f o r m e d  o n  e d u c a t i o n  m a t t e r s  i s  a s h a r e d  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  T h e  many l e a d e r s  i n  e d u c a t i o n  need t o  p r e s e n t  v i ews  

on  e d u c a t i o n  i s s u e s .  The p u b l i c  h a s  the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  a t t e n d i n g  

t o  t h e  d e t a i l s  n e e d e d  f o r  making b a l a n c e d  a p p r a i s a l s  o f  i s s u e s .  The 

newspape r  writers and e d i t o r s  must  i l l u m i n a t e  i s s u e s  w i t h  r e l i a b l e  and 



c o m p l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  To d o  

t h e i r  n o t i o n  of w h a t  news is. 

t h i s ,  

220. 

j o u r n a l i s t s  w i l l '  have.  t o  change 
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Complete L i s t i n g  o f  A r t i c l e s  Used i n  t h e  S tudy  
3 

News A r t i - c U  
C ' 

Code Date  T i t l e  

SA 1  Aug. 1 1 ,  1982 

SA2 Aug. 1 2 ,  1982 

SA3 Aug, I&, 1982 

SA4 Aug. 14,. 1982 
S& Aug. 1 7 ,  1982 

SA6. Aug. 1 7 ,  1982 

SA7. , ~ u g .  20, ,1982 

, SA8 Aug. 2 5 ,  1982 
SA9 . Aug. 26,  1982 

SA11 Aug. 3 0 ,  1982 
SS 1  S e p t .  4 ,  1982 

. . SS2 S e p t .  8 ,  1982 

sS3  S e p t .  9 ,  1982' 
SSlr S e p t .  1 3 ,  1982 

I %  

SS5 S e p t .  1 5 ,  1982 

S S6 S e p t .  1 6 ,  \982 

SS7 S e p t .  1 7 ,  1982 

SS8 Sep t .  2 0 ,  1982 
s s 9  S e p t .  2 2 ,  1982 
SSlO ~ e p t .  2 4 ,  1982 

Yander Zalm's appo in tment  'a p loy  t o  f o r c e  
c o n f r o n t a t i o n  
Vander Z a l m  P l a n s  T a l k s  : M i n i s t e r  ponders  
c o u n t i e s  k 

8 

No c u t s  w i t h o u t  new laws ,  s c h o o l s '  lawyer  
a d v i s e s  
The L a s t  Word - In 'Dutch 
Teachers  Told:  Vander Zalm ' i c i n g  on 
po i sonous  c a k e  ' L. , -- 
School  l a y o f f s  f e a r e d  i f  c u t s  c o n t i n u e  
Teachers  c o n s i d e r  takin ,g  more time o f f  t o  
a v o i d  r o l l b a c k s  
Pap raises mean l a y o f f s ,  t e a c h e r s  t o l d  
The day t h e y  c l o s e d  t h e  book on C o l e t t e ' s  
l l f e  
Vander Z a l m  Meets BCTF: 'Nothing 
guarantied ' f o r  t e a c h e r s  
s c h o o l s  f a c e  t h e  ' r e a l  w o r l d 1  o f  c u t b a c k s  
Abbotsford  Teacher Layof f s :  S c h o o l s 1  h e l d  
f o r  ransomf 
Teachers  Get Layoff N o t i c e s :  'Shoot  
f i r s t ,  t a l k  l a t e r '  c a l l e d  i n d e f e n s i b l e  
p o l i c y  
Teacher  head f o r  showdown 
D e s p i t e  Call F o r  Budget Cu ts :  D e l t a  
'won' t  l a y  o f f  t e a c h e r s 1  
Vander Zalm o r d e r s  s t u d y  i n  b id  t o  r e t a i n  
campus 
S t r i k e s  won ' t  be t o l e r a t e d ,  Vander Z a l m  
t e l l s  t e a c h e r s  
T r u s t e e s  a c c e p t  j u d g e ' s  r u l i n g  on budget  
c u t s  f o r  B.C. shoals 

- T r u s t e e s  c h i e f  o p p o s e s  t e a c h e r  a c t i o n  
500 s t u d e n t s  p r o t e s t  t e a c h e r  l a y o f f s  
l New math compromise : 5 ' p r o f e s s i o n a l  
d a y s '  = no t e a c h e r  l a y o f f s  



APPENDIX A (Continued ) 
P 

Code Date  T i t l e  r-: 

~ e a c h e r s  a t t a c k  pay-cut b i l l :  It 's l i k e  
s l a v e r y ,  Fed c h i e f  s a y s  
Vander Z a l m  watched by Socred  c o l l e a g u e s ;  
bends O p p o s i t i o n  e a r s  
Educa t ion  b i l l  a d d s  t o  s c h o o l  daze  
R e s t r a i n t  b i l l  ends  s c h o o l  board  autonomy, 
t r u s t e e s  s a y  
Teachers  i n  t u r m o i l  o v e r  new b i l l  
Vander Zakm Claim: BCSTA ' m a n i p u l a t e d '  
C i t y  t e a c h e r s  ' f a c e  new pay c u t s  n e x t  
y e a r  l 
Worried t e a c h e r s 1  u n i o n  c a l l s  emergency 
m e e t i n g  
T e a c h e r s  s t u d y i n g  ' f r e e  d a y s 1  b i l l  
E d u c a t i o n  b i l l  f o u g h t  by t e a c h e r s ,  
t r u s t e e s  
Vander Z a l m  ponders  f a c i n g  t e a c h e r s 1  r a l l y  

' 

Teachers  i n  Gulf  I s l a n d s  p l a n n i n g  t o  work , 

t o  r u l e  
Vancouver S c h o o l s :  Non-teaching s t a f f  
warned o f  400 l a y o f f s  
R e s t r a i n t  schehre r e s u l t s  i n  chaos  a t  
Moberly s c h o o l  
P o l i c i e s  Under F i r e :  Vander Z a l m  w i l l  
a d d r e s s  B.C. t e a c h e r s  
At tendance E s t i m a t e  Drops: T e a c h e r s  ' t o o  . 
t i r e d 1  t o  r a l l y  
Vander Z a l m  ' f a i l s 1  B.C. s c h o o l s  
4,000 R a l l y  Aga ins t  E d u c a t i o n  Cuts*: 
Teachers  f a i l  t o  shake  Vander Z a l m  
Angry B.C. t e a c h e r s  throw t h e  book a t  

Vanderf a c t s 1  
Vander Z a l m  'Not S c a r e d 1 :  T e a c h e r s  
t h r e a t e n i n g  job $ c t i o n  
By C a b i n e t :  Schoo l  Act r e v i s i o n s  ' under  
s t u d y  ' 
Proposed changes  i n  s c h o o l  a c t  ' d e f y  a l l  
l o g i c  
T e a c h e r s ,  t r u s t e e s  t e l l  Vander Zalm t o  
c l e a r  ? f o g  of  rumor ' 
Vander Zalm: 'No time1 f o r  t a l k s  o n  l e a k s  
Vander Zalm e x p e c t s  r e w r i t e s  on s c h o o l  
b i l l  

S e p t .  29 ,  1982 

S e p t .  2 9 ,  1982 

S e p t .  30 ,  1982 
Sep t .  3 0 ,  1982 

Sep t .  30 ,  1982 
Oct .  1 ,  1982 
Oct. 1 ,  1982 

Oct. 4 ,  1982 
Oct.  6 ,  1982 

Oct. 7 ,  1982 
ozt. 9 ,  1982 

Oct. 9 ,  1982 

Oct. 16'; ,1982 

Oct. 1 9 ,  1952 
'P 

Oct. 20 ,  19% 

Oct. 20,, 1982 
O c t .  21 ,  1982 

Oct.  2 4 ,  1982 

Oct.  2 5 ,  1982 

Oct.  2 8 ,  1982 

Oct.  29 ,  1982 

Nov. 2 ,  1982 

Nov. 3 ,  1982 
Nov. 4 ,  1982 



APPENDIX A ( c o n t i n u e d  ) 

Code Date T i t l e  

Nov. 6,  1982 

Nov. 9, 1982 
Nov. 10, 1982 
Nov. 12, 1982 

Nov. 12, 1982 

Nov. 12, 1982 
Nov. 13, 1982 
Nov. 14, 1982 

Nov. 15, 1982 

Nov. 25, 1982 

Dec. 3, 1982 

Dec. 6, 1982 
Dec. 7 ,  1982 
Dec. 8, 1982 t 
Dec. 8, 1982 
Dec. 9, 1982 
Bet. 15, 1982 
Dec. 21, 1982 
~ e c .  22,, 1982 

k c .  2 4 ,  1982 
Dec. 29, 1982 

Dec. 29, 1982 
Dec. 31, 1982 
Dec. 31, 1982 
Dec. 31, 1982 

J a n .  5, 1983 

Jan .  6 ,  1983 

Jan .  6 ,  1983 

Teachers  j o i n  t o  f i g h t  s c h o o l  budget  
s l a s h e s  
Teacher s e e k  a l l i e s  i n  budget  r e v o l t  ', 
ICBC ' t o o  e x p e n s i v e 1  f o r  s c h o o l  i n s u r a n c e  
B. C.-Wide Ta lks :  Vander Z a l m  l i k e s  
p r o p o s a l  
E d u c a t i o n  m i n i s t e r  w o n l t  change h i s  
combat ive  s t y l e  wi th  t r u s t e e s  
C losure  d e l a y  urged 
Vander Zalm l set back1 
NPA1s s c h o o l  f i n a n c i n g  p r o p o s a l  draws f i r e  
from COPE t r u s t e e s  
Teacher ,  t r u s t e e  spokesmen slam B. C.-wide 
exams p l a n  
Vander  aim h i t s  ' f u n  s t u f f 1  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l s  
400 non- teach ing  workers  win r e p r i e v e  from 
l a y o f f s  
School  board p r a i s e d  f o r  f i g h t i n g  c u t s  
T e a c h e r s 1  g a i n s  w i l l  be ' e r a s e d 1  
P a r e n t s  p e t i t i o n  f o r  more money f o r  
s c h o o l s  
Boards  t o  g e t  ' r e p o r t  c a r d s 1  
Vander Zalm s p o r t s  back- to -bas ics  p i n  
To B i l l ,  i t ' s  a l l  a c h a l l e n g e  
'Repor t  c a r d 1  w o r r i e s  t r u s t e e s  
Teacher  Wage S e t t l e m e n t s :  A r b i t r a t o r  
'meddl ing1 rapped 
Vander Zalm a g h a s t  a t  t e a c h e r s 1  pay h i k e  
Vander Z a l m  P l a n s  T a l k s  : M i n i s t e r  ponders  
c o u n t i e s  
Pay h i k e s  r i l e  Vander Zalm a g a i n  
S c r a p  A r b i t r a t i o n ,  Vander Z a l m  S a y s  
Lawyers h i t  back a t  Vander Z a l m  
Schoo l  j o b  l o s s e s  ' i n e v i t a b l e :  M i n i s t e r  
d i s p u t e s  r e p o r t  
Vancouver m u l l s  t e a c h i n g  t r y o u t  f o r  Vander 
Z a l m  
3,000 t e a c h e r s 1  jobs  on t h e  l i n e  as s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t s  c o u n t  awards  
S c i e n c e  Funding: Teacher  h i t s  Vander Z a l m  
f o r  , c r i t i c i s m  



- T i t l e  Code Date 

Jan .  7 ,  1983 

Jan .  19r 1983 
Jan.  22,  1983 

J 

Jan, ,26,  1983 
f a n .  29, 1983 
Jan .  31, 1983 
Feb. 1 ,  1983 

Feb. 3 ,  1983 

Feb. 3 ,  1983 
Feb. 5 ,  1983 
Feb. 5 ,  1983 
Feb. 7 ,  1983 

Feb. 8 ,  1983 
Feb. 8 ,  1983 
Feb. 8, 1983 
Feb. 9 ,  1983 

Feb. 9 ,  1983 
Feb. 11 ,  1983 
Feb. 12,  1983 
Feb. 15,  1983 
Feb. 16, 19834 
Feb. 16 ,  1983 
Feb. 17, 1983 

Feb. 18,  1983 

Feb. 22, 1983 
Feb. 23,  1983 
Feb. 23, 1983 
Feb. 23,  1983 
Feb. 25,  2983 

Feb. 26, 1983 
Mar. 1 ,  1983 

/ -: 
Wage h i k e s  f o r  teac,hers a v e r a g i n g  ' o n l y  
1.51 p c t . '  
Vander Zalm accused o f  l i b e l  
C i t y  s c h o o l  s t a f f  c u t s  t i e d  t o  s a l a r y  
i n c r e a s e  
C a b i n e t  t o  g r a d e  l e d u c a t i o n  a g r e e m e n t s  
Nurses p r o t e s t  s c h o o l  budget c u t  - 
S t a b l e s  named t o  s c h o o i s  probe 
f I n s i n c e r e ,  P a r t i s a n 1 :  School  d i s t r i c t s  
i n q u i r y  h i t  
10 s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  d e f y  Vander Z a l m  
g u i d e l i n e s  
36 a i d e s  l o s e  j o b s  a t  s c h p o l s  
Teachers  Hang Tough 
Schoo l s :  Curbs 'good1 
Sex D i s p u t e :  Suspens ion  o f  t e a c h e r  
demanded 
P a r e n t s  f i g h t  s c h o o l  bus c h a r g e s -  
1,600 Delta p a r e n t s  e x p e c t e d  a t  r a l l y  
S m i t h e r s  t r u s t e e s  s lam Vander Z a l m  
New Sex Educa t ion  Guide Being S e t  Up FOP 
S c h o o l s  
Delta p a r e n t s  p r o t e s t  e d u c a t i o n  c u t s  
Teacher  s l ams  Vander Zalm 
Compromise s c h o o l  budget d r a f t e d  
Maple Ridge-Pi t  t Meadows d e f i e s  r e s t r a i n t  
l No b e a t i n g s  i f  t r u s t e e s  over-budge t 
Achievement t e s t s  t o  be compulsory \2 
S t u d e n t s  F e a r  Educa t ion  S e t b a c k s :  Schoo l  
d iploma i d e a  ' p o l i t i c a l 1  
Vander Zalm's c u r r i c u l u m 3  w i l l  b e  'open t o  
d i s c u s s i o n f  
T r u s t e e s  ' p l a y  s i l l y  gamesf 
P u b l i c  ' backs  t e a c h e r s 1  
Vander Zalm g e t s  apo logy  f o r  f l o w e r s  
C h i l d  p i c k e t s  t a k e  B e n n e t t  by s u r p r i s e  
'Coward' Benne t t  Ducks Crowd: R e f u s e s  t o  
see p r o t e s t e r s  
Abbotsford  t e a c h e r s  r a p  Begin 
S,chool S e r v i c e s :  $1 m i l l i o n  s o u g h t  f o r  
h e a l t h  



SM2 

SM3 

S M4 
SM5 
SM6 
SM7 

S M8 

S M9 
SM10 
SM11 

SM12 
SM13 
SM14 

SM15 

SM16 

SM17 
SM18 

SM19 
S W  
SAp 1 

SAp2 

SAp3 

SAp4 

SAp5 

Mar. 2 ,  1983 

Mar. 9 ,  1983 

Mar. 1 0 ,  1983 
Mar. 1 1 ,  1983 
Mar. 1 2 ,  1983 
Mar. 1 2 ,  1983 

Mar. 14 ,  1983 

Mar. 1 5 ,  1983 
Mar. 15 ,  1983 
Mar. 1 8 ,  1983 

Mar. 1 8 ,  1983 
Mar. 1 9 ,  1983 
Mar. 1 9 ,  1983 

Mar. 2 2 ,  1983 

Mar. 23,  1983 

Mar. 23,  1983 
Mar. 2 3 ,  1983 

Mar. 2 5 ,  1983 
Mar. 31,  1983 
Apr. 4 ,  1983 

Apr. 7 ,  1983 

Apr. 1 4 ,  1983 

Apr. 2 0 ,  1983 

Apr. 2 7 ,  1983 

'J 

Teacher  wages f r e e z e  ' t r a d e - o f f 1  i l l e g a l ,  
Lauk s a y s  + 

N e g o t i a t i o n  Appointment D e l i g h t s  Teachers  
Group 
Teachers: Feud answers  s o u g h t  + 

Vander Zalm c l a i m s  ' fLna1 s a y 1  o n  t e a c h e r s  
T r u s t e e s  ' o b s e r v e r s 1  
'Too p o l i t i c a l '  newspaper bannea by s c h o o l  
p r i n c i p a l  
From Forum: Vander Zalm and Kuehn 
w i  t h d r a y  
Teachers  ' r e a s s u r e d  ' Z 

Probe ' o u t  t o  p rove1  Vander Zafm t h e o r y  ' 

Layoff  N o t i c e s  Held Back f o r  28 ' H e a l t h 1  
h p l o y e e s  
Teachers1  c h i e f  shys m i n i s t e r  i n t e r v e n e d  
Vander Zalm promises  d e c i s i o n  
M i n i s t e r  o f f e r s  t o  t a l k  w i t h  e a c h  s c h o o l  
d i s t r i c t  
T r u s t e e s  s e e k  OK f o r  p l a n  t o  keep  h e a l t h  
s e r v i c e s  2 

Pay F r e e z e  f o r  job  S e c u r i t y :  ' T h i s  i s  i t '  
on s c h o o l  s a l a r i e s  
School  h e a l t h  f u n d s  b e i n g  c o n s i d e r e d  
T r u s t e e s ,  t e a c h e r s  s a y  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  need 
f u n d i n g  a l o n g  w i t h  lautonomy' 
Warning t o  t e a c h e r s  s t a n d s  
Vander Za i lm  t o  meet t r u s t e e s  on o f f e r  

- Teachers1  c h i e f  f l a y s  V i c t o r i a - t r u s t e e  
p a c t  
S i t  t i g h t ,  t e a c h e r s  a d v i s e d  i n  $42 m i l l i o n  
s c h o o l  d e a l  
Vander Zalm, c a i t i c s  have a l i v e l y  d e b a t e  

- o v e r  e d u c a t i o n  c u t s  
Top BCSTA o f f i c i a l s '  o p i n i o n s  d i f f e r  on 
p o l i t i c s  o f  annua l  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g  
P a r e n t s  s u e  o v e r  s c h o o l  c l o s i n g s  

225. \ 
'\ 
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Code Date T i t l e  
V 



APPENDIX A ( C o n t i n u e d )  

Code Date  T i t l e  

PA 1 Aug. 1 1 ,  1982 
P A2 Aug. 17,  1982 

PS7 
pS8 
PS9 
PSlO 
PSI 1  
PSI 2  
PSI 3  
PSI 4  
PSI 5 
PSI 6  
PSI7 
PSI 8 
PSI 9  
PS20 
PS2 1  
PS2 2  
PO 1 
P  02 
PO3 
PO4 
PO5 
Po6 
PO7 

Aug. 1 8 ,  1982 
Aug. 2 0 ,  1982 

Aug. 2 2 ,  1982 
Aug. 25 ,  1982 
Aug. 2 7 ,  1982 
Aug. 3 1 ,  1982 

S e p t .  8 ,  1982 
~ep ' t .  9 ,  1982 
S e p t .  1 0 ,  1982 
Sep t .  12 ,  1982 
S e p t .  1 2 ,  1982 
Sep t .  1 3 ,  1982 

~ e p t .  1 4 ,  1982 
S e p t .  1 5 ,  1982 
S e p t .  1 6 ,  1982 
S e p t .  17 ,  1982 
~ e p t .  1 9 ,  1982 

+ S e p t .  1 9 ,  1982 
Sept'. 1 9 ,  1982 
S e p t .  1 9 ,  1982 
S e p t .  1 9 , .  1982 
S e p t .  21 , 1982 
S e p t .  2 4 ,  1982 
S e p t .  26 ,  1982 
'Sept. 2 8 ,  1982 
S e p t .  2 9 ,  1982 
S e p t .  29 ,  1982 
S e p t .  30 ,  1982 
Oct. 1 ,  1982 
Oct.  4 ,  1982 
Oct. 1 3 ,  1872 
Oct .  17 ,  1982 
Oct.  1 7 ,  1982 
Oct. 19 ,  1982 
Oct. 2 0 ,  1982 

f 

T e a c h e r s  howl w i t h  o u t r a g e  
Schoo l  sys tem 'under  a t t a c k  by S o c i a l  
C r e d i t  
T e a c h e r s  ' r e a l l y  f r i g h t e n e d '  
Best s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  h i t  h a r d e s t :  
M i n i s t e r  
Teachers  caugh t  i n  'no-win ' bind 
Teachers  f a c e  s a l a r y  f r e e z e  t h r e a t  
C u t s  and l a y o f f s  needed ,  Vander Zalm s a y s  
T r u s t e e s  s a y  g o v l t  s i p h o n s  o f f  e d u c a t i o n  
t a x  r e v e n u e  
Schoo l  c h a l l e n g e  ' t o  s p a r k  d e b a t e '  

- S u r r e y  t e a c h e r s  t h r e a t e n  t o  s t r i k e  
Powel l  R ive r  t e a c h e r s  walk  o u t  t o d a y  
School  Act 'key t o  s o l u t i o n '  
A Vander Z a l m  p r imer  
Vander Z a l m  i r k e d  by Dutch r e p o r t e r ' s  
s t o r y  
Schoo l  budge t  c u t s  c la imed i l l e g a l  
Crunch day  f o r  e d u c a t i o n  c u t b a c k s  
' S t r i k e  and be f i r e d '  
1 , 5 0 0  B.C. t e a c h e r s  ' f a c i n g  a x e '  
T e a c h e r s  p l a n  work s t o p p a g e s  

-'We need r e s t r a i n t ,  b u t  n o t  s h o t g u n 1  
I n s e c u r e  t e a c h e r s  b i t t e r  a b o u t  Vander Zalm 
Ga l lows ,  p o s t e r s  c o n f r o n t  m i n i s t e r  
Mass ive  l a y o f f s  f a c i n g  t e a c h e r s  by J a n u a r y  
T r u s t e e s  eye  budget  a l t e r n a t i v e s  
B e n n e t t  summons e d u c a t o r s  
P o l i c y  backdown key t o  s c h o o l  peace  
School  c u t b a c k s  p r e v e n t  l a y o f f s  
$ 3 0 1 ~  wage g r a b  s t i n g s  t e a c h e r s  
Schoo l  b i l l  b l a s t e d  
Irate t e a c h e r s  c a l l  s t r a t e g y  m e e t i n g  
B.C. t e a c h e r s  ' f a c i n g  1983 pay c u t '  
Teachers  c o n s i d e r i n g  s t r i k e  a c t i o n  
T e a c h e r s  l o s e  one d a y ' s  pay 
Premie r  yon1 t a t t e n d  
S p e c i a l - n e e d s  y o u n g s t e r s  h i t  by c u r b s  
T e a c h e r s  g e t  Vander Zalm 
Vander Zalm l e v e l s  new b l a s t  



Code 

APPENDIX A ( C o n t i n u e d )  

Date T i t l e  

Oct .  21, 1982 
Oct.  24, 1982 
Oct .  28, 1982 
Oct.  28, 1982 

Oct.  29, 1982 
Nov. 2, 1982 

Nov. 3,  1982 
Nov. 9, 1982 
Nov. 10, 1982 
Nov. 10, 1982 

Nov. 12, 1982 
Nov. 12, 1982 
Nov. 14, 1982 
Nov. 14, 1982 

Nov. 15, 1982 
Nov. 16, 1982 

Nov. 16, 1982 

Nov. 18, 1982 
Nov. 18, 1982 
Nov. 22, 1982 
Dec. 7 ,  1982 
Dec. 7 ,  1982 
k c .  23, 1982 

Dec. 24, 1982 
Dec. 29, 1982 
Dec. 29, 1982 
J a n .  3, 1983 
J a n .  4 ,  1983 
J a n .  5,  1983 
Jan .  6 , 1 983 
J a n .  10, 1983 
Feb. 4 ,  1983 
Feb.  6 ,  1983 
Feb.  7 ,  1983 

Problem is you,  m i n i s t e r  t o l d  
BCTF a n g r y  o v e r  i n s u l t  t o  Vander Z a l m  
T e a c h e r s  t o  r e f u s e  o v e r t i m e  
Vander Zalm w a n t s  b o a r d s  t o  g u t  t e a c h e r  
p a c t s  
More t o  come - Vander Z a l m  
Schoo l  t r u s t e e s  a s k i n g  B e n n e t t  wha t  g o v '  t 
p l a n s  I 

More c u t s  t o  s c h o o l s  i n e v i t a b l e  - m i n i s t e r  
T e a c h e r s  up  a n t e  
Merge r s  s t u d i e d  
Vander Z a l m  f l u n k s  s t u d e n t s  f o r  poor  
grammar 
B.C. a s k e d  t o  t e a c h  c r e a t i o n  
T e a c h e r s  t a k i n g  d a y  w i t h o u t  pay 
Vander Z a l m  s a y s  h e ' s  n o t  s o r r y  
B. C.  s t u d e n t s  f a c e  J u n e  s t a r t  oft_govf t 
exams 
T e a c h e r s  b l a s t  exam p l a n  
E d u c a t i o n ,  l e g a l  c u t s  t o  be t o p  NDP 
t a r g e t s  
W e i n s t e i n  h i t s  d i r e c t  a p p r o a c h  t o  Vander 
Z a l m  
S t u d e n t s  l e a r n  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c s  
S c h o o l  sale  
Board b r a c e s  f o r  t e a c h e r  l a y o f f s  
T e a c h e r  f i r i n g s  d e l a y e d  
T e a c h e r s  f a c e  c o n t r a c t u a l  s e t b a c k  
B.C. e d u c a t i o n  f i g u r e s  c o n t r a d i c t  
c o n v e n t i o n a l  wisdom: D o l l a r s  don1 t seem 
t o  h e l p  s c h o o l  s t a n d a r d s  
Vander Z a l m  c r i t i c i z e d  by LRB p a n e l  
Awards s p a r k  new e d u c a t i o n  f i g h t s  
T e a c h e r s  c a n ' t  c o u n t  6 n  more t h a n  3% h i k e  
T r u s t e e s  back b a r g a i n i n g  
Vander Z a l m  i s  t o l d  he  h a s  no  c l a s s  
S t u d e n t s  f a i l  t o  s o a r  i n  s c i e n c e  s k i l l  
T h r e e  g r a d e s  f a c e  exams 
T e a c h e r s  h i t  pay problem 
Gov ' t  w i l l  impose b u d g e t s  on  r e b e l  b o a r d s  
Old s e x  s u r v e y  c a t a c h e s  up  t o  Vander Z a l m  
M i n i s t e r ' s  s e x  q u i z  p r o t e s t  came af ter  
l o c a l  a p o l o g i e s  
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T i t l e  Code ~ i t e  

PM2 
PM3 

PM4 
PM5 
PM6 
PM7 
PM8 
PM9 
PM10 
PM11 

PM12 

PM13 
PM14 
PM15 
PM16 
PM 17 

PM18 
PM19 

PM2 0 
PAp 1 

Feb. 8 ,  1983 
Feb. 9 ,  1983 
Feb. 30, 1983 
Feb. 13 ,  1983 
Feb. 14 ,  1983 

Feb. 15 ,  1983 
Feb. 17, 1983 
Feb. 17,  1983 
Feb. 18 ,  1983 
Feb. 18,  1983 
Feb. 18 ,  1983 
Feb.  20, 1983 
Feb. 20,  1983 
Feb.  22,  1983 
Feb. 24 ,  1983 
Mar. 2 ,  1983 

Mar. 6 ,  1983 
Mar. 8 ,  1983 

Mar. 9 ,  1983 
Mar. 9 ,  1983 
Mar. 11 ,  1983 
Mar. 11 ,  1983 
Mar. 12 ,  1983 
Mar. 14, 1983 
Mar. 15, 1983 
Mar. 16,  1983 

Mar. 16,  1983 

Mar. 18,  1983 
Mar. 18, 1983 
Mar. 23, 1983 
Mar. 23, 1983 
Mar. 24, 1983 

Mar. 24,  1983 
Mar. 25, 1983 

Mar. 29, 1983 
Apr. 3 ,  1983 

Vander Z a l m  slammed i n  s e x  c a s e  
Vander Z a l m  O K s  new s e x  g u i d e  
Sex  q u i z  no b i g  d e a l  - t e a c h e r  
Schoo l  b o a r d s  buck l i m i t s  
Bawdy Bard b i t  bounces  back  i n t o  scHoo l  
book 
Vancouver s c h o o l s  s e n t  V i c t o r i a  t r o u b l e  
Three  R s  are baok w i t h  bang 
M i n i s t e r  assails BCTF 
'Get r i d  o f  Vander Z a l m l  - t e a c h e r s  
Cos t - cu t  duo sets h e a r i n g s  
Core c u r r i c u l u m  h a s  l o o s e  e n d s  
Vander Z a l m  p l a n  'would h u r t  n a t i v e s 1  
B.C. s t u d e n t s  f a c e  t o u g h e s t  t e s t  
Vander Z a l m  l a u g h s  o f f  r e s i g n a t i o n  c a l l  
P o l l  f a v o r s  e d u c a t i o n  s p e n d i n g  
T e a c h e r s  u rged  t o  v o t e  on j o b - s e c u r i t y  
p l a n  
BCTF s e e k s  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  premher 

i 
S c h o o l  h o r r o r  t a les  d o n ' t  add u p ,  math  
s t u d y  shows 
He s t i l l  s e e k s  mbre math 
N e g o t i a t i o n s  set  on t e a c h e r  iss es  
Vander Z a l m  t o  s q u a r e  o f f  w i t h  r i t i c  
B l a c k o u t  on  s c h o o l  t a l k s  
T e a c h e r s  p r o t e s t s  g rowing  
E d u c a t i o n  d e b a t e r s  w i thd raw 
T r u s t e e s  fear d e a l  w i t h  gov '  t 

f! 
Teache r  t a l k s  j u s t  ' p l o y 1  s c h o o l  t r u s t e e s  
c l a i m  
Schoo l  h e a l t h  w o r k e r s  w in  r e p r i e v e  from 
a x e  
BCTF l a b e l s  g o v l t  t a l k s  a ' h o a x 1  
I was r i g h t  on  BCTF: Vander Z a l m  
Loca l  s c h o o l  powers u rged  
G o v l t  e y e s  o f f e r  t o  t e a c h e r s  
T r u s t e e s  slam m i n i s t e r  f o r  ' t a l k 1  o f  l o c a l  
c o n t r o l  
T e a c h e r s  n e a r e r  pay  d e a l  
Angry t r u s t e e s  d e c i d e  t o  t e l l  Vander Z a l m  
t o  h i s  face 
G o v l t  d o e s  U-turn bn t e a c h e r  pay 
Vander Zalm i s  b i d i n g  h i s  time 



APPENDIX A ( C o n t i n u e d )  

Code R a t e  ~i t i e  

PAp2 Apr. 4 ,  1983 T e a c h e r s  show new s o l i d a r i t y  
PAp3 Apr. 4 ,  1983 Vander Z a l m  s a b b a t i c a l  d e c i s i o n  t h e  

_lhggest gamble o f  h i s  career 
PAp4 Apr. 5 ,  1983 T e a c h e r s  v o t e  on move t o  abandon Schoo l  

Act 
PAp5 Apr. 1 3 ,  1983 B e n n e t t  w i l l  ho ld  l i n e  on . s choo l - t ax  m i l l  

r a t e  
PAp6 Apr. 1 3 ,  1983 S t r i k e - r i g h t  i d e a  was g o v ' t ' s  

Sun 

SEA1 
SEA2 
SES3 
SES4 
SES5 
S EN6 
SEF7 
SEF8 
SEM9 
SEM 10 
SEA0 1 1 
SEMI 2 

Province 

PEA1 
PE A2 
PES3 
PES4 
PES5 
PE06 
PE07 
PE08 
PE09 
PEN1 0 
PEM 1 1 
PEN12 
PED 13 
PEF 1 4 

Aug. 1 8 ,  1982 
Aug. 2 8 ,  1982 
S e p t .  1 ,  1982 
S e p t .  1 7 ,  1982 
S e p t .  3 0 ,  1982 
Nov. 2 ,  1982 
Feb. 1 0 ,  1983 
Feb. 1 8 ,  1983 
Mar. 2 ,  1983 
Mar. 2 5 ,  1983 
A p r i l  6 ,  1983 
May 1 8 ,  1983 

Aug. 2 6 ,  1982 
Aug. 2 9 ,  1982 
S e p t .  1 9 ,  1982 
S e p t .  2 6 ,  1982 
S e p t .  3 0 ,  1982 
Oct. 4 ,  1982 
Oct. 2 2 ,  1982 
Oct.  2 9 ,  1982 
Oct. 3 1 ,  1982 
Nov. 2 ,  1982 
Nov. 1 2 ,  1982 
Nov. 1 6 ,  1982 
Dec. 3 0 ,  1982 
Feb. 1 0 ,  1983 

Back t o  s c h o o l  
S c h o o l  d a z e  
B i r d s  o f  a f e a t h e r  
M i n i s t e r  o f  T h r e a t s  
T h a t ' l l  t e a c h  'em 
He n e v e r  l e a r n s  
Vander Zambia 
Class w a r f a r e  
Behind t h e  s c e n e s  
Q u i t e  a n  e d u c a t i o n  
Unnecessa ry  l a y o f f s  
Don ' t  h u r r y  back 

P o l i t i c a l  a x e  i s  s w i n g i n g  
M i n i s t e r  ham-handed, a g a i n  
 education c u t s  
R e m y e  Vander Zalm 
0 d e r  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  c h a o s  
The c r a z y  wor ld  o f  Vander Z a l m  
Vander Z a l m  i n  t h e  b e a r  p i t  
On t e a c h e r  b a r g a i n i n g  
When Vadner Zalm s p e a k s  
On e d u c a t i n g  Vander Zalm 
If i t ' s  c h e a p e r ,  i n s u r e  e l s e w h e r e  
One s i m p l e  exam wont t work 
More s c h o o l  c h a o s  
Why all t h o s e  s c h o o l  p a r e n t s  are f u r i o u s  



APPENDIX A (Cont inued)  

Code Da-ge T i t l e  

PEF15 Feb. 1 4 ,  1983 When s t u d e n t s  a s k  a b o u t  s e x  
PEF16 Feb. 1 8 ,  1983 Bumbling towards  a new c u r r i c u l u m  
PEF17 Feb. 2 0 ,  1983 R e s t r a i n  Vander Z a l m  
PEM18 Mar. 2 4 ,  1983 S c h o o l - b a i t i n g  i s  a b a t i n g  
PEApl9 Apr. 6 ,  1983 Are t e a c h e r s  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  o r  u n i o n i g t s ?  
PEJu20 June 1 0 ,  1983 Mess l e f t  by Vander Zalm 9 

P 

Code Date  T i t l e  Columnist  

SCA 1 

SCA2 

SCA3 

SCS4 

SCS5 

s c s 6  

SCS7 

SC08 

SCN9 

SCD 10 

SCJ11 

Aug. 1 1 ,  1982 

Aug. 2 8 ,  1982 

Sep t .  11 , 1982 

Sept .  2 1 ,  1982 

Sep t .  2 1 ,  1982 

S e p t .  2 9 ,  1982 

Sep t .  3 0 ,  1982 

Oct. 2 9 ,  1982 

Nov. 1 3 ,  1982 

Dec. 1 6 ,  1982 

Jan.. 4 ,  1983 

Moving f u r n i t u r e  i n  a 
b u r n i n g  ' house  
I n  t h e  s p i r i t  of  
H o r a t i o  Alger  
Many p a r e n t s  w i l l  
c h e e r  t h e  t i g e r  
It's time t o  examine 
t h e  p r o d u c t  
Educa t ion  m i n i s t e r  g i v e s  
a l e s s o n  i n  c r e a t i o n  of 
havoc 
Educa t ion  b i l l  i s  a 
d e l i c i o u s l y  d e v i o u s  
work o f  p o l i t i c a l  a r t  
Educa t ion  b i l l  i n v i t e s  
b o a r d s  t o  start 
t e a c h e r - b a s h i n g  
Employers h a r d e s t  h i t  
by i n s u r a n c e  premium 
i n c r e a s e  
The d r i n k e r s  a r e  l e t t i n g  
B. C. down 
O f  estimates, p o r t e n t s ,  
and rumors  
The f o u n d a t i o n s  must 

Denny Boyd 

M a r j o r i e  
N i c h o l s  
Les Bewley 

Les Bewley 

Mar j b r i e  
N i c h o l s  

M a r j o r i e  
N i c h o l s  

M a r j o r i e  
N i c h o l s  

M a r j o r i e  
N i c h o l s  

Denny Boyd 

M a r j o r i e  
N i c h o l s  
Les Bewley 
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Code Date  T i t l e  Columnist  

SCJ12 *Jan.  5 ,  1983 I t 's  e a s y  t o  be u p b e a t  
i f  u n p l e a s a n t  f a c t s  are 
i g n o r e d  

SCJ13 Jan.  8 ,  1983 Whol l l  speak  up f o r  t h e  
t e a c h e r s  

SCF14 Feb. 1 2 ,  1983 Some c o s m e t i c  budget-  
c u t t i n g  

SCF15 Feb. 4 ,  1983 P r i n c i p a l s  a s  managers 
managers 

SCF16 Feb. 2 3 ,  1983 Not a n  o r d i n a r y  m i n i s t e r  
' s u b j e c t  t o  o r d i n a r y  
d i s c i p l i n e  

SCApl7 Apr. 2 ,  1983 Vander Zalmls t a k i n g  a  
b r e a t h e r  

SCApl8 Apr. 4 ,  1983 Socred s h i p  on s h o a l s  
o f  i n d e c i s i o n  

M a r j o r i e  
N i c h o l s  

N i c o l e  P a r t o n  

M a r j o r i e  
N i c h o l s  
Noel Herron 

M a r j o r i e  
N i c h o l s  

Denny Boyd 

M a r j o r i e  
N i c h o l s  

Province 
c- 

Code Date  T i t l e  Columnist  

PCA 1  Aug. 1 2 ,  1982 

Aug. 27 ,  1982 

S e p t .  7 ,  1982 
Sep t .  1 1 ,  1982 

S s p t .  9 ,  1982 
Sep t .  1 6 ,  1982 

Sep t .  3 0 ,  1982 

Oct. 4 ,  1982 
Oct.  17 ,  1982 

Oct. 3 1 ,  1982 
Nov. 3 ,  1982 

P u t t i n g  i t  i? p l a i n  
E n g l i s h  

' M o n s t r o u s 1 ,  'damnable1,  
l t r a i t o r o u s 1 :  A l o o k  a t  
B.C.'s p o l i c i e s  on 
e d u c a t i o n  
I n c i t i n g  s c h o o l  ya rd  
b r a w l s  

T e a c h e r s ,  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  
u n l i k e l y  a l l i e s  on 
c u t b a c k s  

A l l  an 
Fotheringham 
Crawf o r d  
K i l i a n  
A l l e n  Garr 
Mike 
T y t h e r l e i g h  
A l l e n  Garr 
Joseph  Katz 

J a c k  C l a r k e  

Al len  Garr 
A l l e n  Garr 

A l l e n  Gar r  
Mike 
T y t h e r l e i g h  



APPENDIX A ( C o n t i n u e d )  

Date T i t l e  Code 

Nov. 5 ,  1982 Mike 
Ty t h e r l  e i g h  
A l l e n  Garr 
Crawford  K i l i a n  

Nov. 2, 1982 
Dec. 21, 1982 Why t h e  B i b l e  s h o u l d  

be t a u g h t :  Next time 
God w a n t s  Vander Z a l m ' s  
h e l p  He w i l l  t h i n k  twice 
How $3 p e r  B r i t i s h  
Columbia c a n  a v e r t  
g u t t i n g  t h e  s c h o o l s  

Dec. 28 ,' 1982 Crawford  K i l i a n  

J a n .  6, 1983 
Jan. 11, 1983 

A l l e n  Garr 
Crawford  K i l i a n  

PCJ13 
PCJ 17 Many 'dumb ideas '  

e x p e c t e d  i n  new 
s c h o o l s  a c t  
The i r r e l e v a n c e  of 
Vander Z a l m  
B a i t i n g  a s c h o o l  
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  is  
e a s y  b u t  . . . 
F i r s t  t r e m o r s  o f  a 
p o l i t i c a l  e a r t h q u a k e  
coming f rom s c h o o l s  
Vander Zalm k e p t  o n  
a s h o r t  c h a i n  

PCJ18 

PCF 1 9 

J a n .  13, 1983 

Feb. 9, 1983 

J a c k  C l a r k e  

Crawford ~ i l i a n  

Feb. 1 5 ,  1983 Crawford  K i l i a n  

Feb. 1 7 ,  1983 

Feb. 24, 1983 
Feb. 24, 1983 

Mar. 23, 2983 

Mar. 20, 1983 

Mar. 21, 1983 

A l l e n  Garr 

A l l e n  Garr 
J a c k  C l a r k e  I n  t h e  wacky wor ld  

o f  B i l l  Vander Z a l m  
E d u c a t i o n  rows h a v e  
g o t  p u b l i c  t a l k i n g  
Handle The Z a l m  o r  
choke  a g a i n ,  B i l l  
B i l l  Vander Z a l m  h a s  
n o t h i n g  t o  l o s e  by 
s i t t i n g  t h i s  one  o u t  
B i l l  - y o u ' r e  c r e a t i n g  
p o r e  p rob lems  
Nervous d i s o r d e r  
a f f l i c t s  t h e  p r o v i n c e  
Tough q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  
s c h o o l  t h a t  we c a n ' t  
a f f o r d  t o  duck  

Mike 
Ty t h e r l  e i g h  
A l l e n  Garr 

Mike 
Ty t h e r l e i g h  

A l l e n  ~ a r r *  Mar. 24, 1983 

Mar. 29, 1983 

Mar. 29, 1983 

A l l e n  Garr 

Crawf o r d  K i l i a n  
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Code Date T i t l e  
9 

PCAp30 Apr. 5 ,  1983 

PCAp31 Apr. 8 ,  1983 
PCAp32 Apr. 12 ,  1983 

PCAp33 Apr. 17,  1983 

Code Date 

Many dropouts  and $50 Crawf ord K i l i a n  
m i l l i o n  may be 
c u r r i c u l u m l s  c o s t  

Socreds g iven  t h e  boots  Allen Garr 
Some sugges t ions  f o r  Crawf ord K i l i a n  
t h e  next m i n i s t e r  of 
educa t ion  
B i l l  ~ h d e r  Zalm has Jack  Clarke 
no th ing  t o  o f f e r  

1 

Sept .  3 ,  1982 

Sept .  4 ,  1982 -. 
Sept .  4 ,  1982 

Sept .  8 ,  1982 

Sept .  10 ,  1982 , 

Sep t .  14,  1982 -. 
Sept .  18 ,  1982 
Sept .  24 ,  1982 

Sep t .  27, 1982 
Sept .  29,  1982 

Sept .  30, 1982 

Sept .  30, 1982 

Sept .  30,  1982 
* 

'Denial of complexity i s  essence  6'f 
tyranny'  
Let  us  a l l  h a i l  t h e  emergence of  t h i s  
Renaissance Man 
Let u s  a l l  h a i l  t h e  emergence of  t h i s  
Renaissance Man 
Lay one on goverment t o  save  t e a c h e r ' s  
j obs  
Reasonableness is B i l l ' s  l ong  s u i t  
Young need t o  l e a r n  how t o  handle  money 
Socreds des t roy ing  themselves 
He should be fo rg iven  midly i n c o r r e c t  
usage 
Re l ig ious  i n s t r u c t i o n  needed i n  s choo l s  
B . C . l s  school  employees are b s t -pa id  i n  
n a t i o n  f i 
B.C. I s  school  employees a r e  best-paid i n  
n a t i o n  
B. C. ls school  employees a r e  best-paid i n  
n a t i o n  
B . C . f s  school  employees a r e  best-paid i n  
n a t i o n  
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Code Date T i t l e  
* 

Oct. 4 ,  1982 
.Oct.  5 ,  1982 

Oct. 5 ,  1982 

.Oct.  6 ,  1982 
Oct. 13,  1982 
Oct. 20 ,  1982 

Oct. 22 ,  1982 

Oct. 28 ,  1982 

Oct. 28 ,  1982 

Oct. 28,  1982 

Nov. 1 6 ,  1982 

Nov. 20 ,  1982 

Dec. 31 ,  1982 
Jan.  9 ,  1983 
Jan. 18,  1983 

Feb. 4 ,  1983 

Mar. 7 ,  1983 

h r .  1 ,  1983 
Mar. -1, 1983 
Mar. 30,, 1983 
Mar. 11,  1983 

Mar. 4 ,  1983 

Mar. 14,  1983 
Mar. 29 ,  1983 

SLAp4l Apr. 11 , 1983 

<-* 

Wild s h o t  from W i l d  B i l l  h i t s  d i f f i c u l t  . 
8-year-old 
Dismissing t e a c h e r s  won't  h e l p  economy 
Record t e l l s  s o r r y  s t o r y  o f  m i n i s t e r ' s  
i n e p t i t u d e  
Record t e l l s  s t o r y  s t o r y  of  m i n i s t e r ' s  
i n e p t i t u d e  
Same brush t a r s  t h e  outraged p r e s s  
Is he s e r i o u s  about  l2:48? 
Pruning educa t ion  system is a f r u i t l e s s  
e x e r c i s e  = 

Teachers oppose ehanges i n  s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  
cur r icu lum 
Teacher should_ge  g l ad  s h e  s t i l l  has 

3 employment 
Teacher should be g lad  s h e  s t i l l  h a s  
employment 
Teacher should be g lad  s h e  s t i l l  has 
employment 
Vander Zalm should be p ra i s ed  f o r  long- ' 

overdue hard d e c i s i o n s  
School boarda l a c k  power t o  'match 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
Teaching i s  t h i r d  most s t r e s s f u l  job 
Pay i n c r e a s e s  w i t h i n  6-and-5 
Vander Zalmfs c r i t i c i s m  of  Trail schoo l s  
u n j u s t i f i e d  
S h i f t  of coverage f o r  s choo l s  i s  giveaway 
f o r  p r i v a t e  i n s u r e r s  
Don't a t t a c k  t e a c h e r s ,  he lp  c h i l d r e n  t o  
r ead  
Low s t anda rds  a r e  c h e a t i n g  everyone 
Low s t anda rds  are c h e a t i n g  everyone 
Bravo f o r  t h e  new school  program 
Not t i e d  t o  my proposal  f o r  changes i n  
c u r r i c u l a  
Businessman draws d i r t y  l ooks  from 
t e a c h e r s  
A s t u d e n t  ag rees  w i t h  Vander Z a l m t s  p o l i c y  
Minis t ry  o u s t s  s e x  educa to r  
Debatable t a c t i c s  used by BCTFts l e f t i s t  
r a d i c a l s  - 
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Code Date T i t l e  

SLAp42 Apr. 11 ,  1983 Debatable t a c t i c s  used by BCTF's l e f t i s t  
r a d i c a l s  

SLAp43 Apr. 18,  1983 BCTF never dona t e s  t o  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t l e s  
SLAp44 Apr. 18, 1983 BCTF never  dona tes  t o  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  
SLMy45 May 2 ,  1983 The Vander Zalm legacy  d e t a i l e d  by i t s  

b u i l d e r  Q 

2.. 

Province * 

Code Date T i t l e  

Aug. 23, 1982 

Sept .  5 ,  1982 
Sept .  8 ,  1982- . 
Sept .  8 ,  1982 
Sept .  10 ,  1982 

Sept .  16,  1982 
Sept .  20 ,  1982 

Sept .  20 ,  1982 

Sept .  20 ,  1982 

Sept .  21,  1982 
Sept .  24 ,  1982 
Sept .  26, 1982 

PLS1$ Sep t .  26, 1982 

PLS15 Sept .  26, 1982 

School t r u s t e e s  suppor t  r e s t r a i n t s ,  bu t  
n o t  unequal ' p r i ce  t a g s  %?= 
Charges cha l lenged  
The l a s t  straw 
On speaking  good 
On teacher-bashing:  'Educat ion must be a  
p r i o r i t y ,  ng t  a  t a r g e t 1  
On teacher-bashing:  'Educat ion must be a  
p r i o r i t y ,  no t  a  t a r g e t '  
Free no t  t o  pray 
And s p e c i a l  ' thanks t o  t h e  man who made i t  
a l l  p o s s i b l e  
Teachers f a c e  government ' e x t o r t i o n r  : 
School c u t s  spa rk  f e a r s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  
Teachers f a c e  government ' e x t o r t i o n ' :  
School c u t s  s p a r k  f e a r s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  
Contemptuous a t t i t u d e  
S tuden t s  f e e l  squeeze 
The two s i d e s  go t o  town on each  o t h e r :  
Vander Zalm's school  cu tbacks :  The deba te  
r a g e s  on f u r i o u s l y :  'Time t o  c u t  t h e  f a t  
and f r i l l s  from t h e  educa t ion  system' 
The two s i d e s  go  t o  town on each o t h e r :  
Vander Za lmfs  school  cu tbacks :  The deba t e  
r a g e s  on f u r i o u s l y :  'Time t o  c u t  t h e  f a t  
and f r i l l s  from t h e  educa t ion  system' 
The two s i d e s  go t o  town on each o t h e r :  
Vander Zalm's school  butbacks:  The deba t e  
r a g e s  on f u r i o u s l y :  ' ~ i m e  t o  c u t  t h e  fat 
and f r i l l s  from t h e  educa t ion  system1 
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Code Date T i t l e  

Sept .  26, 1982 

Sept .  26, 1982 

Sept .  26, 1982 

Sept .  26, 1982 

Sept .  28 ,  1982 
Oct . 4', 1-982 

Oct. 5 ,  1982 
Oct. 15,  1982 
Oct. 18,  1982 

Oct. 

Oct. 
Nov . 
Nov . 
Nov . 
Nov . 
Nov . 
Nov . 
Nov . 
Nov . 
Nob . 
Dec. 
Dec . 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Jan.  
Jan. 
Jan. 

'Chi ldren  a t  t h e  mercy of an  a r r o g a n t  
educa t ion  m i n i s t e r t  
'Chi ldren  a t  t h e  mercy o f  a n  a r r o g a n t  
educa t ion  m i n i s t e r  
'Chi ldren  a t  t h e  mercy of an  a r r o g a n t  
educa t ion  m i n i s t e r f  
'Chi ldren  a t  t h e  mercy of  a n  a r r o g a n t  
educa t ion  m i n i s t e r  ' 
Educat ion a sacred  cow 
More on t e a c h e r s ,  s choo l s  and t h a t  
educa t ion  m i n i s t e r  - - 

Thanks t o  Vander Z a l m  
The abuse of a  c h i l d  
~ e a c h e r s  work harder  today,  s a y s  s t u d e n t  
who remembers: Mom goes back t o  high 
school  wi th  he r  k i d s  
Teachers work ha rde r  today,  s a y s  s t u d e n t  
who remembers: Mom goes back t o  h igh  
school  wi th  h e r  Bids. 
BCTF disowns ' g i f t '  1 

School yea r  no t  unfo ld ing  a s  i t  should - 
School year  not  unfo ld ing  a s  i t  should 
Education cont roversy  masks deeper  needs: 
Properly taugbt  p u p i l s  need no s u p e r v i s i o n  
Educat ion cont roversy  masks deeper  needs : 
Properly taught  p u p i l s  need no s u p e r v i s i o n  
Educat ion cont roversy  masks deeper  needs: 
Proper ly  taught  p u p i l s  need no s u p e r v i s i o n  
Pa r ty - l i ne  ph i lo soph ie s  d o n ' t  h e l p  s choo l  
system 
Was i t  t r u t h  o r  bu l ly ing?  
Was i t  t r u t h  o r  b u l l y i n g ?  
Three pose r s  f o r  t e a c h e r s  
M i n i s t e r 1  s view absurd 
L e t t e r  : Wil l i an  N. Vander Z a l m  
Sa l a ry  dance 
Sk i ing  out ranks  s choo l s  
Sk i ing  out ranks  s choo l s  
S t u p i d ,  h e a r t l e s s  tests 
P r a i s e  t o  Vander Zalm e 

Sex and p o l i t i c i a n s  



Code Date 

PLF46 Feb. 27 ,  1983 
PLF47 Feb. 2 8 ,  1983 

PLF48 Feb. 28 ,  19'83 

PLF49 Feb. 2 8 ,  1983 

PLF50 Feb. 2 8 ,  1983 

PLF51 Feb. 2 8 ,  1983 

< --.\ 

PLF52 Feb. 28 ,  1983 

P L M ~ ~ - \ ,  Mar. 2 ,  1983 
PLM54 h r .  7 ,  1983 
PLM55 Mar. 1 4 ,  1983 
PLM56 Mgr. 1 5 ,  1983 
PLM57 Mar. 1 5 ,  1983 
PLM58 Mar. 1 5 ,  1983 
PLM59 Mar. 15, 1983 
PLM60 Mar. 21,- 1983 

% PLAp6l Apr. 5 ,  '1 983 
PLAp62 Apr. 8 ,  1983 
PLJu63 June 20,  1983 

APPENDIX A (Cont inued)  

T i t l e  ' 

. C h i l d r e n  and o ld - fash ioned  morals 
V i e w s  th rough  t h e  c lass room window: B. C. 
s c h o o l  d a z e :  Should Vander Z a l m  be 
p r a i s e d  o r  f i r e d ?  
V i e w s  through t h e  c l a s s r o o m  window: B. C. 
s c h o o l  daze :  Should Vander Z a l m  be 
p r a i s e d  o r  f i r e d ?  
V i e w s  th rough  t h e  classroom window: B. C. 
s c h o o l  daze :  Should Vander Z a l m  be 
p r a i s e d  or f i r e d ?  
V i e w s  th rough  t h e  classroom window: B. C. 
s c h o o l  daze :  Should Vander Z a l m  be 
p r a i s e d  o r  f i r e d ?  
Views th rough  t h e  c lass room window: B. C. 
s c h o o l  d a z e :  Should Vander Zalm be  
p r a i s e d  or f i r e d ?  
V i e w s  through t h e  c lass room window: B. C. 
s c h o o l  daze :  Should Vander Z a l m  be 
p r a i s e d  o r  f i r e d ?  
At tack  on  Vander Zalm disowned 
On many and v a r i e d  matters of  s c h o o l s  
A s t u d e n t  a g r e e s  w i t h  Vander Zalm's p o l i c y  
vie& on s c h o o l s  and Vander Z a l m  
Views, on s c h o o l s  and Vander Z a l m  
views- on s c h o o l s  and Vander Z a l m  
V i e w s  on s c h o o l s  and Vander Z a l m  
Doctor wants  Vander Z a l m  
That  BCTF p o l l  
Not t h e  whole s t o r y  
Vander Z a l m  d i s a g r e e s  t h e  mess was o f  h i s  
making %4 
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