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.. ABSTRACT . - _ P
This étudy‘explores a particular aspect of the social
geography of Vancouver. Its subject matter is the Ithlian
community, and thé major'concepts used are segregation and

congregation. The emphasis in the literature has bééh on
greg , P I

segregation; é term which impiies the socialrgﬁﬁ spafial T

’a
¢ -

isolati®n of an e;hni§ gIOUp; This, ﬁoweggf,'neithqf deécribgé
nor explains the situation of the It;lfans in Vancouver. The
emphasis is, therefore, moved to congregation, the definitidm of

L o . o 2 . ]
which is taken from James E. Vance, who viewed it as a process

: pa

of”araﬁiﬂg together of ,”ffor example, an ethnic group through a
variety of institﬁtidnalfpractices. The developmenﬁ of the

Italian community is examinéd here by the application of this

concept.

The method used is to study the spatial and temporal growth‘

of the community. Information was found in the census and city

directories, and was supplemented by field observation and
personai iﬁterviews. Two components of development were
examined, namely residential and institutional.

The analysis of residential charaéferistiés is approached

in a conventional way by describing the growth of the
- \»\\ v
residential areas which are identifiably Italian. Past std&i&ﬁ\

~

~.

of segregation also have focused on residential data but the
application of congregation implies that ethnic groups cohere
for reasons in addition to mere residential proximity. In this

frameworx, the emphasis is thus also placed on internal

iii

~

™.

.
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organ zatiow exéréésed as a!networkuof~institutions, ﬁhich
[ i’ , { -

B « 14 - /

prov: Qes a‘way pf assessing the nature of Italian community

'I

3 ," H ’/ ;

/ coh s@og. he condept of congregation permits a more accurate

i / :

!
e c%mmunity s character than would : the concept of

segtegatﬁon.if ’ J/ ‘ - X

i

vie& of t

Th unity of congregatlon however, m%y be more apparent

7 . i
* {

than T al when seen. from an indiv1dual pErppective. It was found
that @%e Itallans are not a uanied group. There is a clear

congr ence between Subd1v1alons’of the communlty and region of
/i b
orlgin 1n Italy.trn addltionfﬁSubdiv1sions occur in response to

§f
pacferns of ad@ptatlon to the host society in Vancouver. As the

Italian communlty has quantltatively grown and socially

ﬁ ,
drver51f1ed congregation becomes less applicable to the

g '{’

i}tuatioé. The concept may be best applied to the formative

/years of the community, when internal differentiation was less

/! | )
‘apparent.
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I. Regsearch Aims

.

Introduction o .

The population of Vancouver is culturally diverse. It is

composed of people from many different ethnic backgrounds who
have arrived at various times since the incorporation of the
city in 1886. Certain ethnic groups are highly visible in the

day to day functioning of the city and form distinct districts

throughout the metropolitan area. Thisfphenomenon is not limited

© . :
to Vancouver but can be applied to-.the wider North American

context. As Schlichtmann (1977;10) indicates, <

"It is a basic observation that people of common

"ancestry tend to be concentrated in certain localities ‘
in cities, as well as in the country, although the

degree of clustering varies widely."” ‘ "

This 'clustering' of groups of common ancestry throughout

the city creates a distinctl cosmopolitan 'mosaic' of people.
Yy P P

S}gh distinctiveness of particulér groups is exemplified in many

ways, in linguistic diversity, in the presence of varying

architectural styles. cosmopolitan shops and restaurants and in
a cdense network of ethmnically orientated institutions.

This study will examine the character of one distinct

element of this mosaic that has 'clustered' in the city. The

o
italian community has grown in importance throughout the



twentieth century and the purpose of this thesis is to examine

the formation of the present

ethnic group .in Metropolitan

The Problem

The basis of the thesis

the Italian ethnic group. To

day distribution of the Italian

Vancouver.

is an examination of the growth of

achieve this, social, spatial and

temporal éspects of development will be considered. In addition,

the community will be examined on various scales ranging from

the grouﬁ.ta the individual. Through these means, it will be

£y

possible to assess the important elements that have led to the

locationally concentrated development and, conversely, 1t will

show factors that have also led to atdis&ggregation within the

community.

To emphasize the study of an ethnic group is by no'means

unique in social science research. Since the early decades of

o

the twentieth century, the presence of various ethnic groups in

T

the North American urban environment has stimulated much

academic interest. Studies that span the interests of the social

sciences have been carried out to investigate various aspects of

immigrant life.1 A research perspective that has been of

particular interest to geographers has been the description and

eanalysis of emerging and changing distributions of culitural

>

A review of the literature

in relationm to the study of ethnic

groups 1is presented in the following chapter.

[\



groups in urban and rural enviromments and the formation of

associated cultural landscapes. It is such an approach that

-

Tracie (1977;6), a£ the risk of oversimplification, suggested
has been a major contribution that geographers have made to
"ethnic studies. This perspective provides a central theme for'
the §tﬁay of the Italians in Vancouver, through the
identification, description and subsequent analysis of how and
why the ethnic group haé deyeloped through timékto form the
present day distribution. Wifhin this problem, an emphasis is
placed on the aspect of change through time, both socially and
spatiglly. This is imperative because ethnic groups are in a
constant state of change, for example, with the arrival of new
immigrants or in changing attitudes a@d'customs as adaptations
are made through’interaction with the wider society. Further,
the idea of temporal change is an important element of research
because to understand the ppesent, or to speculate for the
future, reference has to be made to past distributions and
processes. from which influences the present day grouping has
emerged.

Such an approach is facilitated by research on a group
scale, in whlch the changing patterns of the group defined as
'italian' may be examined. This prov;des the starting point for
the thesis, allowing generalization in terms of Italian
development in the region. However, to rely solely upon an
analysis based on general data such as census figures, would

provide one perspective and only a partial explanation of the



trends of development. By the use of 'Italian' as a general

phrase to include all people -0f Italian ancestry, an implication
of homogeneity is made. Such generality of definition may mask
considerable variations between the people that compose the

group. The knowledge of these differences provides anmn e

alternative perspective to the problem, one whichrjgguség on the

e
I

pértaining é6 individuals. where it becomes appareﬁt thaf
differences do exist among '[talians'. This study incorporates
both of these perspectives, because it is perhaps”a combination
of both ﬁhe group and individual scales of research that
provides a wide variety of information and i%ta, yhich is of
most use for these research purposes{

However, it is not only for thoroughness of research that
the problem should be addressed on both scales. As Jansen
(l9§lb), in a study of the internal:.differentiation of the
Italian community in Vancouver suggests, if both scales are not
identified, the absence of understanding of the individual or
sub-group level could lead to political problems. He states:

"If Canadian society‘at large continues to act towards
ethnic minority groups as if they were homogeneous, it
wiil continue to find itself in the dilemma of having to
compensate one faction of an ethnic group because of
earlier support of another faction.” Jansen (1981b;ii)

Foy this reason, Jansen's study specifically examines the
internal structure and differences within the defined group.

This study, published in June 1981, and also another published

in April 1981 by the same author, represent the most detailed of

-



the limited number of studies related to the ltaliams in
Vancouver. They have been published at a time when this
Vparticular thesis was 1in the writing stage. Interestingly, there
are some simlilarities between sections of the thesis and the
aﬁp;oach taken by Dr. Jansen, especially in the latter of the
two publications. However. this study will complement those
already published, rather than duplicate thega

It will algo present new information and a theme of
research, namely an application of a statement’of the formation
of an ethnic concentration, that ha; not begn extensively
applied to the study of ethrnic g;oups in Canada. In achieving
this, it ié hoped that the thesis will add to the limited
research that has taken place in relétiqn to the Italian

communities throughout Canada.

The Aims and Objegtives of The Stud§

Within thg generalized frame of the stafed problem, it 1is
necesSary’to eéplain the main aims—and objectives of the study
that must be addressed in order to investigate how and Vhy the
Italian community has developed to the present day situation.

The major impetus for the research has arisen fromrpersonal
interest and curiosity in a particularly diverse région of thé
metropolitan area, the East End of the City of Vancouver. This
area has tgaditi§;ally been the site of initial location for

many of the newly arrived immigrant groups in the city and has

P



proQ?ﬂedvthefstaging ground for the Ifalian community, as well
as for other groups, for example the,Cﬁinese; East Indian,
?ortuguese and Greek;b “

Within ‘'this region, the Italians have formed a highly
visidle and distinctivé group in day to day life. From the
reseércb viewpoint, the Italians provide an inviting case
because:‘at the time that the researchrﬁﬁs formulated, only
limited detailed work had focused upon the group;'This has
changed somewhat with the publication in 1981 of the two
studies., alreadylreferred'to, by Clifford Jansen.

Following this impetus, the main aims of this research have
been to focus upon the patferns of development, the thangéé that
have taken place as adaptation has occurred to a new way of life
and upon various processes acting to unify or disaggregate the
community respectively. The rationale for such an approach in
geographical research is, in part, indiéated by Schlichtmann,
wﬁo reviewed theAmajor themes in ethnic research in Western
Canada, noting that:

"Geographic research seeks to show wﬁy, to what extent
and how spatial concentrations of people of shared
) ethnicity have come about andewhy they developed just .
.. where they did."” Schlichtmann (1977;10) :
However, more tham this, t£ere is also a practically

orientated reason behind this approach, that is a néed to be

Although the East End is no longer the centre for the Greek
community. it was the initial location for many Greeks in the
early yvears of the city, as it was for other groups that have
subsequently dispersed around the metropolitan area. This point
has been investigated by Walhouse (1961).
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awa;é/bf the different ways of life of the various ethnic groups

/7fhat comprise parts of Canadian society. This is especially

.important for those in decision making positions, for example

planners in those districts of Canadian cities which are

composed of large numbers of immigrants; those who would 'plan

for people' mfst be aware of the types of people, their
backgrounds, iharacteristics, internal differences and problems
in order to, be able to plan effectively for the-future{

To focus upon these aims, a series‘of objective§'must be

met. In all, three primary objectives are examined//These are: .

(1) To examine_the spatial and temporal growtbfgﬁ the Italian

J—_

B

community in Vancouver. Particularly, to focus upon:

v
1

(a) Thé'pgéidential component of development.

‘(b) The institutional component .

TQis first objective covers the necessary background
information from which more detailed analysis can take place. It
is important to note that two components are considered,

residential and institutional. Often in past research. studies

r

hayé examined on}y the residential distribution of ethnic groups

yd
in cities and hgve commonly concluded by describing a pattern of

residential segregation between the particular group in question
- / - - '
and the wider society. Such an approach can be achieved without

knowing anything more than abstract, residential data about the

particular group, thus presenting a general overview. To

.
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understind more fully the internal charadcter of the community,
- . . (é‘ -
further indication must also be given by . the examination of the

* - v
-

development of- the institutional structure of the ethnic
community which has formed in parallel with the residentidl
- component. In this contexts the term 'fnstitutioﬁal'frefegslto‘

the wide variety of formal institutions such as shops,

businesses, restaurants, bars, lawyers and other professional
"services. clubs, churches and media services, which have grown

to support the community. This ioint is important because it

% = «

enables the utilization of both a general level of .information

and more specifically research methods, forhexamplé,relatéd to

aspects of the institutional network.
- : ¢

L]
Ed

S

(2) To examine the process of 'congregation' in the case of. the

Italian community.

i

P
The sééond objective further explores the relationship
between residential and institutional development. This is
expressed through the process of congregation of an ethnic
group. 1t is a‘term employedlby Vance (1977) in his book "This

Scene of Man". 'Congregation' refers to a process by which

people of similar origins tends to group together in an urban

N 7

area. Vance suggested that this might be internally induced from
within the group by the desire to link together and maintain a
certain ethnic identity. This can be achieved by the creation of

a series of ethnically orientated institutions and activities,

.



acting to bond the group together.S“ . -

It is a term that has not been widely used in the
literature-and althbugh the process may be conéideredralong with
segrégation, conceptual differences exist and will be expanded
upon. This provides a unique researcﬁ theme, that isran
gxam}hation of Vance's theoretical framework and subéequent 2
‘application to a particular case étudy.

b

(3) To investfgate the internal differentiation of the Italian

Community. -

5

[

The first two objectives tend to imply an indication of
unity within the Italian community, with a reliance particularly

[y

‘upon generalized sources of informatiomn and aq‘assumption of a
grouping together through the proéess of comgregation. ‘
However, tg¢ stof at this point would be misieading and

wouﬁdzneglect an important consideration. When the various
component parts of the group are examined at the household or
individual scale, many differences become apparent, a point
which alters the notion of a unified entity. Such differences
gmergqgﬂue tora variety of factors and the researchvrelated to
this objective will descp;be those factors of particular

relevance wﬁich contribute to the internal differences. In this

context, the differences which have occurred as a result of

This process-and it's various agblications are explained in
greater detail in Chapter Two.



social processes acting within the grbup, namely assimiiation
and acculturation, are of particular importance. This third

objective is an important one in that it stresses an ideé that
has not beén greatly emphasized in research related to ethnic

groups in. the urban environment.

The Method

/

4

It has already been noted that the initial impetus for this -

study grew from a curiosity in the diverse ethnic population in

L

Y
Vancouver. From these origins, the data and general informatiop

for the research have beenﬁcollected from a series of sources,
¥both primary and secondary. These sources include the use of
census figures, personal fieldwork in terms of field observation
and:mapping, a sample survey of Italians, localized seéondary
sources such as neﬁspape;s, aural histories and city diréctorieé
and finally, the wide ranging literature related to ethnic
groups in North America. With this wide range of data, the
methods of analysis are based on the reconstruclion of the
changing distribution of Italians since the turn of the centuryn
In this. the analysis incorpdrates both statistical and spatial
descriptive methods as a general approach to the problem. In
~addition, description and analysis of the character of the

community is made, based on the personal survey data and on

comparison with other studies of Italians in Canada.

10



In this respect. of particular importance has been a
participation observatiog methodology. This has involved the
spending of much time in and around the Italian region of the
city. ?Pe emphasis was on meeting and talking to people, sitting
in the éappucino bars and restaurants simply watching, observing
and formulating fieldngtes.rln general, this has constituted an
attempt to obtain a personal feeling for the aétual day to day
life of the Italian group in.VancouQer, which has been vital in
the analysis of internal differences. Altﬁough on a smaller
scale, this is a similar method to that used by Gans (1962) in
his influehfial study "The Urban Villagers", which focused upoﬁ
the Italian cdgmunty in Boston. . *

For the ‘more detailed da?ﬂ collection, the griginal plans
for this study were to perform a formal questionnaire survey, aé
had-other studies of Italians in Canada; for example by Ziegler
(1971), Jansen (1971,1981a,1981b), and Boissevain (1965).
However, this original idea was rejécted for a number of

24

reasons.,
: Y X

For a-questionnaire survey, there were two choices in basic
organization. Firstly, a mailed survey could have been carried
out. Unfortunately, two major problems were found with this.
One, and perhaps tae most practical, related to the costs
involved in mailing-to households. The second problem related to
the *probability of low response rates, which are 6ften

associated with mailei\surveys. From previous studies, this is a
T

Italian communities, for example Ziegler

\

T

&

particular problem fo

11



(1971)in her study of Italians in Toronto achieved only an>18.9
per cent response. For‘Vancouver's Ital;ans also, a survey
related fo the blans for the Britannia Community Services Ceﬁtre
in East Vancouver, indicated a lower response rate for Italian
households than for_others.4

The second type of questionnaire survey that could have
been utilized was a door to door intefview survey. However, in
this case, overriding problems would have distinctly lessened
its effectiveness. Specifically,‘th; author's linguistic
inability in Italian presented a pe;sonal proble; because to
carry out a door to aoor survey only inTEnglfsh coukd
potentiéily mean the loss of vital data, if no one present in
the house at the time could speak English. To avoid this, there
was the possibility of the employment of Italian speaking
intervi:neré, but again the economic limitations did not make
this possible. |

In the light of these problems, a more personal aﬁproach
was adopted and a series of individual interv%ews were carried
éut. These were deliberately informalﬂoccasions in atmosphere,
but the interviewer structured the discussion by directing a
general line of questions. A free response was-allowed and, in

this way, a vast amount of information was collected and pieced

together. The length of the interview simply depended upon the

The article, written by Britannia Design, was published in The
Canadian Architect (1972)pp.32-45 and reported on the early
stages of planning for the community centre which caters to the
cosmopolitan East Vancouver population.

12
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desire of the respondent to talk about his or her views of the
community. Here agair, the author's linguistic inabilifies
presented a potentialﬂproblem, although in many cases, when the
respondent realized a genuine interest to find out about the
Italian group,‘interaction*;n English was satisfactory. These
interviews covered a wide>range of peéﬁle, which included |

A

businessmen, workingmen, community éorkers, people involved with

3

particular institutions and services, and students. These

réspondents were chosen in a variety of ways, with some already
5 " ..

&

™, - '
being aware of the research! (for example, s8tudents), others were.

approached through personal congnﬁtions and, yet others were

S , -
simp}y approached in restaurants, pffices, or shops and asked if

they would be willing to help. Therefore, this was a group of "

people tha£ were willing to offer informaggon, rather than one

e

chosen through random or other stétistical sampling techniques.
It transpired that thé resppndgnts were from va;tly different
backgrounds. Of these, tle interviews with students were
especially rewarding. Many were the children or grandchildren of
the Icalian immigrants and provided the interesting perspective
of people growing up in a duai—cultural atmosphere;Awhilevalso
pro;iding information about the lives of the older members of
the family.S

.

The inforﬁd@ion generated by the personal interviews and,

more generally, by the participant-observation methodology, is

of questions and the responses obtained are documented in
Appendix One.

13
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not the only source of Aata for the study; In addition,r§ariouh
othér sources ﬂave been uzilized. A wealth of éeﬁer;l -
statistical data is made available through the Canadian census.
For Véncouver, data 2re available on the censué tr;ct,scale from
1951, a fact that 1s especially usefui §o£ this %Eudy because it

W

provides a datum just before the major period of growth of’ the

L
ot ~

- o

Italian community.:
A final source of information atiboth the local and general
. . » :
level, which provides the necessary backg?gund information;, is .
" -1

th2 wide ranging literature that has been produéed in relation

to the study of ethnic groﬁgs in "the North American city. THis
literature is reviewed in ghapter Two, when various themes of
research are examiﬁed, iméortant terms are defined and, overall,
a wider context is formulated into which this study may be
pléced. |

From this point, following Chapter Two, the previously
stated ;bgectivgs formulate the structure of the remaining
cha ée . . - .

Chapter Three Flll examine the nesidential and

institutional deveLopﬁent of the commﬁnity, particularly using

g

the census and localized fieldwork data. i . ;
« - : o
- Chapter Four will consist of a discussion of the process of »
: : e ) S
'congregation' and the application to the specific case study, £y

which stresses the 'unity' produced in thewcoﬁing together of

the ethnic group.

1% -
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Cﬁapter Five will question the idea of the 'unity' that is
sgggested fn the process oflcongregation and will investigate
the reasons for the internal differences in the comﬁunity.

The conc;uding chapter will summarize the major‘boints and
findings of the thesis, and will, in the light of the following
discussion, look to the future of the Italian‘Eommunity in
Vancouver. Finally, possible research directions that may

continue in the yearc to come will be suggested.



€%

I11. Review of Literature

Problems of Definition

»

By land, sea and air they have come-—-the oppressed and

the opportunists, the refugees and the fortune seekers,

the relatives of earlier immigrants and the .young
adventurers. Canada is, by world standards, a nation of
immigrants.” Hill (1976;231) ’

Since the days of pfe—confederation, Canada has attracted
people from all over the world. As the above quote illustrates,
they have arrived from various areas of the world under greatly
varying circumstances. Such arrivals have been categorized into
a series of ethnic groups by the host, receiving society. These
labels are still apparent in the modern day, reinforced by
subsequent waves of immigration.

This label 'ethnic group' 1is a term which requires
ciarification in the context of this study. It implies a group
of people set apart as a distinct element of society as a whole,
due to identified traits or characteristics. Milton Gordon, for
example, in his study of assimilation in American life states:

"When I use the term ethnic group....l shall mean by it
any group which is defined or set off by race, religion
or national origin, or some combination of these
categories.” Gordon (1964;27)

Within the context of this study, using Gordon's basic
definition, it is possible to define a distinctive group, f

N
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"Italian' through national origin. However, in this context,
Go:don's'definition heeds further clarificgkion. It should be
stressed that such’én ethnic designation 1is not a voluntarj one
but may be traced back to a person's ancest;y. This is the case
for the official data collection in the Canadian census where
ethnic origin is trézed through the father's background.
Therefore, the term 'Italian;; like other ethnic designations,
refers to ancestry and not necessarily to nationality.

This problem of definition is one that has not beep
extensively addressed in research. As Raitz (1979;79, points
out, few geographers have concerned themselves with the probleﬁ
of defining ethniciﬁ&. This limitation is not only to be found
in geographical research, however, as a similar situation exists
in soéiology and anthropology. For exéﬁple, Isajiw (1974)
surveyed sixty-five studies dealing with various aspects of
ethnicaty and found that only thirteen included some form of

definition. Raitz (1979;80) in his feview concluded that:

"A satisfactory definition of ethnic. groups remains
somewhat enigmatic,”

With this being the case, the bufden perhaps shifts to the
individual researcher to outline and suggest a working
definition, as general or as specific as 1s necessary for the
particuiar research.

An ethnic group could be identified in research by the
presence of particular traits such as language, food and diet
preferences or other specific criteria. Such an approach would

provide a somewhat more épécific interpretation than a

17 B
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generalized ancestry definition. For example, defining 'Italian'
through linguistic ability, would preclude many people of
Italian ancestry that would be considered 'Italian'. through the
census definition..

For the main purposes of this thesis, a general approach,
whic¢h utilizes the ancestral definition is taken, although it
should be noted that when iden;ification is made of an Italian
core area in Vancouver, a more specific criterion, that of
institutional location 1is utilized.

vIn the use of the ancestral approaéh. which defines
;Italian' through Fath:r's background, within the term 'Italian'’
.exists a wide spectrum of people displaying a wide variety of
characteristics. Some are more recent immigrants, while others
may be third or fourth generation Italian-Canadians whose
ancestry dates back to the early pjoneers in the country. They
have achieved different levels of education and occupation, come
from contrasting home areas, have a wide variety of linguistic‘
capabilities and institutional requirements, yet are all
'Italians'. This variation, and the problems it may create in
research, will be considered in greater detail in Chapter Five.
At this stage, it is important to be aware of the variation.

The terms 'Italian' or more generally 'ethnic group' in
this cont?xt must be considered as cdﬁvenien; summary terms,
which enable an overall research theme to be identified. Indeed,
it has been the presence of people with different backgrounds in

urban areas that has been of particular interest to all branches

>

iy
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of the social sciences. The presence of different groups
exhibiting distinctive characteristics which distinguish them
from others, both socially and spatially has provided the

impetus for varied academic research in North America.

Development of Themes in Ethnic Research

Since their arrivai in North America, different ethnic
groups have displayed differing characteristics in their social
and locational patterns. This ethnic settlement has taken place
boch in urbawm and rural areas. The city provides the setting for
the present study. o |

~ In reviehing the themes of ethnic research a starting point
is provided.by the work of the Chicago School of Sociologists
and human eéolggists in the 1920's. The principal workers, from
the point of view of ethnicity, may beksuggeSted to be
Professors' Park, Burgess and M;cKenz?e.‘Théir work constituted

some of the earliest examinations of ethnic groups in the urban

L
i Y

environment,agd“helped to stimulate an academic interest in
ethnicity,,ggginterest that has received growing attention
throughout the twentieth égntury.

It has perhaps been the post 1960 period that has witnessed
the most diverse research interests. In general terms, the
research in this perioe bhas adopted a more specialized approach,
with investigation of detailed aspects of life in ethnic groups.

This is indicated by both Schlichtmann (1976) and Kaitz (1979)

19



in overview articles related to ethnic sfudies in Weétern Canada
and the United States respectively. Both authors review wide
ranging aspects of re§earch and note several recutring themes.
For exampfe, between the two authors, over ten themes for
re;earch are identified including locational aspects, movements
related to ethnicity, the problems of adjustment, eﬁhnicity and
religion, and ethnic distinctiveness in the cultural traits égd
landscapes. Evemn the broadﬁess of this classification does not
give a thorough indication of the diversity of research,
particularly in recent years. As a further example, Schiichtmann
cifed 213 references soley in relation to the Western Canadian
context, these comprising only a portion of the research
throughout North America.

For the purposes ;f this present study coﬁcerned with;the
Italians in Vancouver, two broad research themes are focused
upon. Thésé are
1. The Study of Ethnic Residential Patterns
2. The Study of Social Processes

The emphasis upon these two themes is necessary in order to
provide a wider context and starting point from which the stated
research objectives can be examined. These themes are not
intended to be exhaustive for all ethnic research, and
concentrate upon a fodus of interest relevant to the problem.
Also, although it 1is poséible to differentiate between the t@

themes, it must be recognized that they are not mutually

exclusive. Various aspects of the relationships between the two

20



have been studied, for example by Johnstomn (1971;113) whp

2

suggested a series-of models of spatial assimilation indicating
that é spatial component could be added to the‘study of social
and cultural change in gg etbnic group. Lieberson‘(l963)-also
investigated tme links b;tWeéh the themés in researéb pﬁ;t‘ ~A\
suggested that thé degee of assimilation of a particular ethnic
group was inversely proportional to the'degree of residential
segregation.

Before examining the chosen two themes of research, it is
useful to refer to the early influences in studies of ethnic
groups in North America, particularly to the work of the Chicago
School because their interests have helped to prowide the

initial academic stimulation from which further research has

continued.

The Chicago Urban Sociologists and Beyond.

The early decades of this century sa@ the béginniﬁgs of the
study of ethnic groups in cities. Initially the focus was upon
the large North Eastern Seaboard Cities in the ﬁﬁited States
which had been the mai&; receiving areas for the mass migratiouns

‘from Europe during the 19th century and early 20th century and
also for the exodus of Negroes to the North in the decades
follqwing the American Civil War (Handlin 1959).

A realization that these groups tended to cluster in

particular locations and faced varying problems in adapting to
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the alien environment stimulated the interests of academics at
the time. A major focal point’of thié interest was in the
rapidly expanding city of Cﬁ;cago. Here, in 1925.‘as part,of a
study 6f7the city in general, E.W.Burgess (1925;47-63)
postulated artheory of urban growth. This was a concentri; zone
the&ry which emphasized a central areaﬁin the city and how
physical distance from this central éore was reflected in land
values and social spage} In stating this, Burgess focused upon
the internal structure of the city of Chicago and used these
empiripglAfindings to formulate the theory. Although a
gene;éiized'expression of urban land uses, this theory did
introduce an element of ethnic studies because withiﬁ the
spatigL structure of Chicago (as was evident with other cities
of tﬁé £ime), various ethnic orientated concentrations.at
particular locations were identified. For example, in the zones

adjacent to the Central Business District, Burgess distinguished

such aréas as Chinatown, Little italy and a Black Belt within a

""working mans zone", which emphasized ethnicity as well as

¢

econmomic bgdkground as a locational factor.

This early work was not, however, merely spaEEEE
.identification. Implicit in Burgess's model was also a
;ecognition of the fact that people could move from-théir
initial concentrations in the inner city. He identified
locations in the outer zones where later generation immigrant

groups resided. This point perhaps suggests the notion that the

ideas, conditions and opportunities of the group had changed
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enabling social and spatial mobility. In fact Burgess saw
mobility as a vital point in his explanation, and termed it,

“The Pulse of the Community." Buréiss (1925;59). .

The aspect of changes in any community in response to a new
environment w;s another point of interest to the Cﬁicago School.
A colleague of Burgess, R.E.Park explored these changes in
greater detail in 1926 in an article entitled,

"The Urban Community as a Spatial Pattern and Moral Order.”

He identifjied various social processes occurring in the city at

the time, fand their effects. In particular, he referred to them

as part of the process of aésimilatibn. At this time, his
/ .
writing #uggests that. the study of assimilation was a recent

phenomenpn. He suggested it was:

“Something which we have just, in recent years begun to

‘congider with any real sense of importance.” Park (1926)
J )

Park noted the social and spatial segregation of different

[

peoplesfand, in turm, linked this to assimilation. With this
being the case, his ideas may still be taken as a'starting point
for debate and research on this process. | |
Overall, the early work of the human ecologists in Chicago,
althdugh not entirely concentrating upon éthnic grodps,
cergginly emphasized their situations and the problems faced by
groups, both in inter and intra group relations. This work has
often been labelled sociological, although the starting points
for the research were in the investigation of the distribution

of groups across the city, both in terms of ethnicity and

socio-economic status. This may be thought of as geographical in
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nature. 1t appears that the use of spatial description really
provides therinitial datﬁgﬁﬁ%m which more detailed work
followéd. As Burgess noted yeafh later in relatiomn to his
research:

"1 had studeﬁts in my courses making maps of all types

of social problems for which we could get data."” Burgess
and Bogue (1967;3)

However, it was from these initial aspects.of data
collection that the spatial emphasis diminished. The main line
dflgnquiry in the years following Park and Burgess's major

research was into social processes. An example of this is

Zorbaugh's "The Gold Coast and the Slum”™ (1929), a study of

Chicago's near East side, an area of settlement for segregated

éfhnic groups and also for wealthy Chicagoans. He noted that
these groups lived in clos; physical proximity but at an immense
social distance apart; This study was followed uﬁ and extended
by Suttles (1968) who recognised the persistence of ethn%c
segregation in the inner city.

In all, the initial impetus grovided by the Chicago School

y ok

represented a new direction of Tresearch., one which concentrated

upon aspects of the newly/emerging ﬁetropolitan areas; This
pioneeringbwork must bebconsidered’as truely influential and it
was from thesé origins that further, more detailed and
specialized work was to follow.

In tracing the development of ethnic-orientated research

after the Chicago School, the pre-war period produced a series

of studies wnich may be considered criticisms, refinements and
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extensions of Burgess's idea. fofﬁexample Hoyt (1933) and Harris
and Ullman (1945) produced;the sector and multiple nuclei models
respectively.rln these two?models, however, the ethnic emphasis
dimiﬁished with explanation of the intermnal structure of the
city being related té socio-economic status rather than
ethnicity. Little major research was published in relation to
ethnic §tudies. One exception was the wo;k of Cressey (1938)
who, in a'gtudy following a classical Bufgess schema, examined
the changing distributions of various immigrant groups in
Chicago over time, postulating a relationship between
residential mobility and assimilationt‘

In the post war period, further investigation of
regidential differentiation within tﬁe‘urban area took place.
Attempts were made to determine par%icular dimensions of urban
soclety, of which the factor of etWéicity was consideréd as one
important dimension. Such reséarch/was igitiated by a group of‘
sociologists in Los Angeles and m;y be termed 'Social Area

/
Analysis'., Their work initially ¢alled for identification of
social areas of a city and ;ubsﬁauent relation and integrationmn
of fhe'observed residential diﬁ#efentiations to a theoretical
situation. The first of a serles of studies focused upon Los

Angeles, by Shevky and Wllliams (1949). Subsequently,fstudies

T—

focused upon San Francisco (Bell 1950) and then morei idely on a
series of American cities (Shevky and Bell 1955).
An important contribution made by such studieﬁfwas in their

distinctive methodology. Utilizing census materiali the method



of analysis was statistical in nature andiemphasized the
formation of indices of socigl»raﬁk, urbanization and
segregation, a mephod muchsre;licéted in later gstudies. This was
a&ﬁearly indication of the so-called '"Quantitative Revolution'
ip the social sciences in the?SG's and 60'8,.a>development which
‘had an important impact upon the nature of ethnic studies andion
the social sciences irn general. In relatiomn to ethnic studigs,
quanlificaﬁion enabled mofe systematic approaches, particularly
to the segregation of groups. Further, it facilitated comparison
between cities and helped'to stress the comple;ity of the urbaﬁ'
situation, a point not emphaéized in the general, descriptive
approaches of Park and Burgess.

From the early sixties onwards, following tﬁe contributions
of social area analysis, and in light of the continued presence *
of various ethnic groups im North American cities, research
interest in ethnicity was further stimulated. From this time, a
large number of séudies have been produced. Indicafion ofvtheir
subject matter and vaniety is offered by Johnston (l97i;chap 6)
and the previously mentionmed articles by Sbhlichtmann (1926) and
Raitz (1979) who review the literature written about minority
groups. Although the authors have suggested several research.
themes, it is nontheless difficult to generalize aboﬁt the vast
array of studies which span both urban and rural environments.
They range from specific studies of one group in one location

(eg. Ziegler 1971) to more generalized, theoretical statements

about the spatial patterns and social processes inherent within:
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groups (Lieberson 1963), some utilizing highly abstract

"

statistical methodologies (Fromson 1965), others far more
personalized researcher pdrticipa?ion methods (Gans L962).

In the context of the pres?nt study of the Italians in
Vancouver, it isAémportant, as already noted, to review two of
the major themes of reséarch in order to define and ]
conceptualize a framework within which the particular example
can fit. With this it is hoped to be ablé to explain and
understand the patterns and procéssés which have shaped the
presen&*day Italian community in Vancouver.

The Study of Ethnic Residential Patterns

As anaglement of ethnic research, thé study of the spatial
distribution of groups is of prime interest for geegraphers. The
disﬁribution of phenomena through space has evep been suggested
as providing a central theme for geographical research, although
this is by no means a consensus viewpoint. As Broek and Webb
(1978;17) note:

"Some geographers declare it to be the hallmark of

geography, but this seems to be an error. The purpose of

geography is to underspand Places; the study of

distributions is one of the means to pursue that end.”
However, in order to understand*the character of particular
places and the peoples located there, thé analysis of
distribution is a*useful tool. Thus, in the present study of the

Italians in Vancouver, the starting point for research is an

investigation of the residential distributien and how this
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element has deveined in the city. This, howgver, must be viewe&
as the starting point. To exemplify the words of Broek and Webb,
to stop at this initia} stage would be of liﬁited use.
Obviously, further investigation into the ciaracter of the
Italian community is imperative. Before thi; though, it is
important to examine the existing literature concerned with the
spatial patterns of ethnic groups, particularly to clarify and
understanding of t%g*termf%plogy.

As previously indicated, the work of Burgess noted such
spatially ségregated areas as Chinatown and Little Italy. The
presence of these neighbourhoods has stimulated a varietf of
studies. In the,literaturé, a number of different terms such as
'"ghetto' or 'segregation' have been used. It 1is useful to define
these and other terms because they have been uséd‘confﬁsingly
and interchangeably.

One distinction ﬁhat needs to be made is between a 'Ghetto'
and an 'Ethnic Resideﬁfial Concentration'. This point is méde by
Richmond (1972;1) in his study of Metropolitan Toronto. He
refers to the former as a residential and economic area of a
group in a city, set apart or segreéaéZd from other groups, with
the clearest examples set in the Negro>ghettos in the United
States. The latter, the ethnic residential concentration,
differs-from this because, as Richmond suggests, it involyes:

"A varying degree of ov:rrepreseﬂtation of ethnic

minorities 1n certaln areas and neighbourhoods of

extreme cultural diversity.” Richmond (1972;1)

This differentiation therefore depends on the degree that a
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group is set apart and isolated from the rest of the population
in spagial terms., With this definition, it is apparentrthat the
/Italiaﬁs in Vancouver form an ethnic residential concentration,
centfed in a cosmopolitan.district of the city. These
definitions are not completely satisfactory, however, and shift
t he focﬁs to the most widely used term in the literature,
'segregation{. Despite the use of the term inAnumgrous studies
(Richmond 1972, Lieberson 1961,1963,1970, Fromson 1965, Duncan -
1959,, it is not easy to find a concise definition for it. The
tendency has been to assume a general understanding and then
further analysis follows from this. This understanding includes
the idea of the group centred in a particular locationm, i.e. not
distributed uniformly around the city. Here, it is apparent that
the ghetto provides the characteristic example of the concept of
segregation. However, the research has not applied the concept
only to ghettoes. Dumcan (1959) examined the population of
Montreal 'and, by qtilizing census material and calculating aﬁ
index of dissimilarity,l he suggested that certain grobps
exhibited higher degrees of Segregation than others. In this

ca2se, segregation is used as a term for overrepresentation. In

Fty

azt, this somewhat simple approach and conclusion has been used
by others. The use of a series of indices has been employed by,

fior example, Lieberson (1963) in his study of ethnic ﬁatterns in

the United States and by Fromson (1965) studying ‘ethnic groups

The index of dissimilarity indicated the proportion of one
gToup which would hzve to move in ‘order to be distributed

sinilarly around the city to,a-comparison group.
5 : 1;}? . . ;‘_ . ; . -t

3
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in Winnipeg.

(B8
e

The quantitative mature of theselgtﬁdigsxteqﬁéto treat the
concept of segregationm as a physical eﬁtit{ fecgénizing an
uneven distribution within the urban areaf Sucﬁfan approach does
not include any possible psychologicgl aspect§>of a sense.of
igolation, both socially and spatialiy, witbin a wider
‘community. Because the purely physical explanation does not -
gsufficiently explain tﬁe effects of segreéatian. therefore,
perhaps an adequate definition should glso %xamine it's causal
factors. In explaining how and why segregation occurs studies
have introduced a human element in the explanmation. Morrill
(1965), in his study of the Negro ghettos in Seattle.
incorporated a sense of diépair of the inhabitants in his
definition.

‘With the inclusion of a human as well as a physical

Vexpression of segregation, researchers have differentiated‘\

between a situation of forced and voluntary segregation. GiQE
and Fava (1965;119) and also Balakrishnan (1976) suggest that a
ftorced situation can occur when a group is viewed with
prejudice, hostility or fear. From this it is unlikely that
other groups will choose to reside in similar neighbourhoods or
, =ay prevernt the feared group from migrating to new areas, thus
forcing a seunse of isolation both socially and spatially and
introducing a psychological aspect.

Voluntary segregation indicates a significantly different

situation., It oecurs when an individual or group seeks to live

R
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with others of their own kind, perhaps with a perceivdd ﬁeed;for
N ' | ‘7 - k )
retention of cultural norms and values, but again ipd*cating{p

residing apart from others.

Vance (1977) explained a similar differentiatiov but

actually used two terms for this. He describes segriegation 4ds a

grouping together of people through external fotceé, forcing:
N . ; :
L

g Fo
them apart from the population at large. this being fcomparable
to the 'forced segregation' as used by others. The ?oluntary’

: ;
situation, where a group comes together of its'own hccord, is

stressed as being internally induced, a conditionvdhich he terms

congregation. With this differentiation., the psychdlogical

\

aspect of the definition emerges. As Vance (1977;35) éuggests
for the U.S.,
“In American cities the blacks are mostly segregated

whereas the Jews, Italians and Poles are largely
congregated.” .

-
b

This implies that the U.S. Blacks in general ére viewed with
greater prejudice than the other-groups. Vance was .not. in fact
fhe first to use the term, because Beshers, Laumanf&ﬁd Bradshaw
(1964) use the term 'ethnic congregatlon segregat{on ,Hln %n

|

analysis of ethnic residential patterns in Philaq?;p§1a,
although they méke no reference as ta the definition %r from
where they have derived the term. The interpretation Qrom the
article is a suggestion that the two are complimenta}yi

This term 'congregation' is an interesting one. Ap;rt from
the single example noted above, it is not used elsewhere in the
academic literature to this reviewer's knowledge. As a concept,

-
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it implies an added notion to the study of ethnic .groups. The
various studies that focus upon 'segregation' anmd ‘'ethnic
residential concentration' rely upon residential pattermns for
their definition and explanatioen. Congregation implies more than
a simple residential grouping of people. It also implies a set
of activities presesnt within the group, an institutionalized
network which pulls a group together. As Vance (1977;36) states:

"Whether it be the use of shared sources of materials,

the selling to a common body of customers, the practice

of a specific religion or the speaking of a particular.

anguage, the institutional practice shapes the process

of congregation.”
This is an important idea because it points out that where a
';ésideqtial concentration of the group 1s formed, alongside it
will exist a series of institutions at the core of the ethnic
community.

The role of the institution in ethnic¢c communities in Canada

has been researched in the major Eastern metropolitan areas, by
Breton (1964) in Montreal and by Ziegler (1971) in Toronto.
Breton examined the quantity and type of institutions that
existed, thus studying thé degree of 'institutional
completggéés', of p;rticular ethnic communities. Further, he
in?estigated a relationship between institutional completness "
and the degree of assimilatioq of a group, concluding that the
éxisfence of a highly developed institutional framework would
have a negative effect upon the‘degree of assimilation, that is

the greater number of ethnic-orientated institutions present in

a community, the less need to fully participate directly within



the wider society.

Ziegler (1971), in her study of the Italian Cg&munity in
Toronto, also mentioned the imstitutional completeness aspect,
following up previous work by Richmond (1967), noting that the
Italians in Toronto had thieved a.high level of completeness.

However, it should be noted-that these studies do not
formulatefanj links between institutiomal completeness and
residential patterns, as Vance's definition of the process of
congregation suggests might be the case. In this respect, the
idea of 'ethnic congregation' offers a method by which it 1is
possible to examine the social and spatial development of an
ethnic group in greater detail, without simply utilizing the
generalized data generated by the census or other such surveys.

This study attempts to apply a theoretical statement (as
offered by Vance) to the particular situation of the Italians in
Vancouver. By examining this, it will be utilizing an
in%requently used term for a concept important im the formation
of an ethnic community.-lt is a concept, however, that has been
overlooked in the literature, in many studies which have
concentrated part;cularly S; analysis solely of the residential
patterns. This grouping together of peoples in particular
locations within the urban areas has been termed 'segregation',
although it has been used in research, in a very general manner,
to apply to wide ranging situations of both forced and voluntary

residential concentration. The term 'segregation' may best apply

to a pargzcular situation when a group is forced apart socially,
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economically and institutionally from socigty at large.

The use of the term 'congregation' as noted, impiies
something else; particularly it examines the grouping of a
people in order to maintain a certain ethnic distinctiveness for
a period of time in which a transition is made towards a new,
different way of life.

The idea of transition or changes that take place as an
immigrant group to a new environment, is another important
element of ethnic research and constitutes the second of the
themes which it is necessary to review. To concentrate only on
the residential and institutional patterns exhibited by ethnic

&

groups, misses a vital elemepf in any attempt to study the )
development of an ethnic community, that'is the social processes
and chaages going on within the group, which in turn emphasizes
the differences within the group.

<

The Study of Social Processes

To observe an ethnic group in a particular location at one
point in time provides an insight into the life - of the group.
However, by adding a temporal element of research and therefore
extending the examination through a time period, other factors =
of ethnic group life are highlighted. 0f particular interest in
this context are the changes and adaptations madebby members of
the group ian response to the host society. These changes provide

the second aspect to be examined in this thesis. In the present

34



study, the perspective of adaptation and change must be linked
to the residential and institutional patterns aﬁd the processjof
congregation. In particular, a connection exists bgtween th; two
elements. As noted, the process of conggggation implies a desire
to maintain an ethnic distinctiveness, hence implying a sense of
unity. However, as internal changes occur, for example as
subsequent generations grow in anlenvironment differenf from
their pdfénts, there may well be fewer ties to ancestral
backgrounds. This would imply a reduced need for, and perhaps a
reduced attachment’to, ethnic institutions, which would, in
tur&g imply a decline in importance of the procéss of
congregation in the shaping of the community. This relationship
is examined in the latter stages of the thesis. To facilitate
this, at this stage, it is important to be aware‘of the trends
of research in the literature related to social processes.

Since the e;rly research of the Chicago School, the element
of change within ethnic groups has stimulated a great deal of
academic interest. A ﬁumber of studies have focused on and
attempted to define this process, for which the term
'assimilation' has been used. ﬁowever, there has tended to be
confusion in the actual terpinology used and it is important to
2xamine the literature t§ élarify the various ideas and
subsequent definitions.

Mitchell (1968;9) defined assimilation as:

"A term usually applied to an immigrant or ethnic

minority in the process of being absorbed into a
receiving society.”



This defiﬁition indicates a process which leads to the
total absorption of a group into the‘host sociefy. This is the
end product of a continuum ranging at one end from a recentlyi
arrived immigrant. living totally apart from the host societyi
and having a,differept set of values, customs and
characteristics, extending to members of the host society,A
exhibiting no traits;of-ethnicity.

Gordon (1964) saﬁ this progression to total assimflation as
a seven stage process. This starts with a basic change in the
cultural patterns of an iﬁmigrant or ethnié group which he
termed 'Cultural Assimilation'. It is followed by large scale
entrance into clubs and'cliquegfof thg host society, a stage
termed structural aSSimilatiqdl Extending from here. according
to Gordon, were stages of inter-marriages outside the particular
ethnic group, a development of a sense of belonging to the host
society, an absence of prejudice and discrimination and an
absence of conflict in the society. Overall, this sequence leads
to total assimilation.

While acknowledging this overall process, geographical
research has tended to concentrate upon groups that have had an
impact on the landscape implying a visible unit distinghshea
irom the rest of the population. that is a group tending towards
one end of the continuum. With this being the case, the research
ﬁas concentrated upon the first two stages of Gordon's
classification, these being cultural and structural

assChilation. However, this 1s not to say that the other
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possible stéges have been totally neglected because elements of
these can be included in definitions of structural and culturay
factors. . d
The differentiation between stages of igaptation has
facilitated a need for definitive statements by researchers.
_What has occurred has been the use of a qumber’of terms to
signify the same processes. For example, in a study of Italians .
in the West End of Boston, Gans (1962) diffefeﬁtiated between
acculturation (synonymous with cultural a&similation as definéd

by Gordon) and assimilation. The basis for this was that

acculturation referred to chénges in Italian cultural traits and

;
i

patterns such as food traits,vlanguage and ties with the
homeland whereas assimilation réferred to changes in the Itali;n
social structure of the community for example, in the role of
the family, social relationships and so;ial values.

This influential study by Gans was one of the first to
provide an extensive view of Italian life in North America. He
became involved in the community itself and studie& the da& to
day life, the social attitudes and the pressures in the region.
It was a predominantly second generation community where the
immigrants had attempted to adapt thei; non urban institutions
and culture to the urban milieu and Bad created an 'ufban
villagez, and as part of the study Gans examined the
assimilation and acculturation.

This differentiation is also been employed by other

researchers. for example by Ziegler (1971) in her study of the
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ItalianlCommunity in Toronto, and by Lai (1971) in studying the
Chinese iﬁ che same city. In both caseé, they use a basic
‘differentiation between cultural and social differences as a
basis for their studies, the former using acculturation and
assimilation and the latter, cultural and structural
assimilation, indicating a variety of terminology in the
litérature, This has tended to cause éonfusion{ as noted by
Porter (1965;72) when he remarked that assimilation was not a
well defined concept. In his attémpt to'clarify the situation,’
it is interesting to note that Porter uses 'yet another term,
Behavioural Assimilation, which is Synonomous with acculturation

0

as definédiby Gans. -

Lieberson (1963;11) also noted the problems of definitive
clarity stating:

"Assimilation is, ;ontheless, one of the most elusive
concepts employed in the study of race and ethnic
relations.” :

Whatevef the terminology; writers have generally recognized
differentiation of cultural and social changes and'has defined
cultural (or acculturation) traits and social (or assimilation)
traits that are indicative of change within a group. For
example, Ziegler (1971) used criteria such as linguistic
abilfty, media preferences, knowlédge of political-and cultural
aspects of the new society and sélf.identification as measures
of acculturation. For ﬁeasures\of social attitudes and

.assimilation, Ziegler used indices of inter ethnic friendship

patterns, membership of ethnic orientated institutions and
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residence in ethnic orientated neighbourhoods.
Although such differentiation may be recognized, it should

-

be noted, as Gordon (1964) and Ziegler (4972) both indicate,

s

that the two processes are not totally independent. They both
jointly contribute to the overall process of adaptation to the
new seciety. in fact, the links between the two have provided a
major point of conéention in research. Ibisjrelates to whether
‘the social .or cultural change occurs first. Gans (1962;33) found
that: | Y |
A"éenerally speegigg,,the Italian and Sicilian cultures
that the immigrants brought with them to America had not
be%‘ maintain;d by the second generation."
This indicated that acculturation was proceeding whereas he
found that assimilation, as exemplified by changes in the
Italian social system had taken place et a far slower rate.

This idea of acculturation preceeding assimiiation is omne
that haskbeen stated for research cerried out in the United
States. Gordon, for example, includes acculturatidn as the .first
'stage:of t%e process and saw it as a prerequisite to
assimilation. Rosenthal (1960) also found fhis for the Jewish
population of Chicage in his article "Accultug@tion without

4
Assimilation”™, and Glazier and Monyihan (196?3 exhibited similar
findings in their study of New York.

This idea hae not been confined to U.S. stedies, however,
because Fromson (1965;2b) in a study of segregation in Winnipeg
. indicated that:

"Acculturation has occured, assimilation not to the same

extent."”
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One Canadian writer, Porter (1965;72), has observed the opposite
to be true, stating:

"Structural Assimilation, no doubt leads to behavioral
assimilation.” (or acculturation) :

In loq&ing for explanations as to why these understandings
vary, Ziegier (1972;84) suggested differences in’atgitudes
between the North American neighbours ma& well be the effect of
a difference in setting. She notes that Canada tends towards a
more heterogggeous society than the United States because,
historggally; its foundation isabased upon two cultures rather
g;an one. In addition, it should bernoted that Canadian
attitudes towards multiculturalism are positive. |

 However, little detailed work has been carried out on this
topic. As Ziegler (1972;84) notes,

“"Whether such a difference in attitude at the official

level affects tpe immigrant's real behaviour as it does

the picture social scientists hold of that reality,

remains to be seen.”
Examining these differences in detail, if acculturation precedes
assimilation,‘th}s would imply that a group would lose various
cultural traits and customs before a change in their social
system would occur. Therefore, in order for amn ethmnic group to
become part of the host society, this woulg first mean the loss
0of any cultural distinctiveness. Theoretically, this may reflect
the attitude in the U.S. where the tradition is one of the

'"Melting Pot', a term which suggests that people mix together in

the new environment and become American.
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In the Canadian context, with an emphasis on \\\
multiculturalism and a suggestion of 'Unity thfough Di;ﬁisity'
(Porter 1965;393)and the maintenance of an ethnic mosaic
Kaleidoscope, (Krauter and Morris 1978;7)2 there is a
theoretical suggestion thqf ethnic groups can maintain an
identity while still participating in the wider society. With
this, assimilatioh would be m;re likely to occur beforé
acculturation béﬁause cultural traits would facilitate
disfiﬁctiveness. In fact, such an ideal has led to the use of a
further term in.the Canadian context, tﬁar of Integratién: It
has been used, for example, by Riéhmond (1974), Norris—(1§71),
Lawless (1964) and Ziegler (1971;}2). |

Overall, a series of concepts and definitiqns have been

examined. In the application of these concepts to this study,

'the main emphasis is placed on an investigation of the

%nfluences of change in relation to the process of congregation.

An examination of the assimilation, acculturation and |

iniegratid; of the Italiaﬁs in Vanéouver is discussed .in Chﬁpter
¥

Five, where comparison is made with other researchers.

From reviewing the theoretical ngture of the literature, a
more practical aspect of the research émergesa that is how
researchers havé examined the actual changes in social and
cultural values that have occurred, and which factgrs are
important in influencing the process of change.

The authors  use the term Kaleidoscope to emphasize the
constant changes in the population structure.
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In stating'this, it must be noted that a complex of factofq
and influences exist which can affect the degree and extent of\
the assimilation and/;;culturation of a group or individual. ’

With this complex, timq,htg/gézn cﬁnsidered an imporgant
factor because a lpgical-pro;éss of development would }ndicate
that as a group of individual resides in a country fbr a

lengthening period of time, the ties with ethnic,origiQS will

L3

weaken. For example, Gans (1?62) noted that Fhe Italian cultﬁre
in Boston had not been m infained by subsequent gener#tions(
However, it is ndt oa{§/iheinter—generational element that is
important, but also: the'length of residence in years
(irrespective of generation) i;fluences the assimilation and
:dcéﬁlturation process.

These processes are not, however, solely a function of
time. Other factors must be considered to understand this
complex process. IP paking reference to these factors, the work
of the Institute of Behavioral Research at York Uniberéity is '
particularly informative.

Ziegler (1971) noted the importance of the pre-migratory

oA

Vbackgrouqu'for the Italians in Toronto. She examined regional
origin, educational levels and pre-migratory occupation and .
found that they all influence the processes of assimilation and
acculturation. She later followed up this research, in 1972, and
again stressed background, educarion and occupation as important

in influencing the degree of change.+ It was found that those

immigrants who had higher levels of education and who originated
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from particular locatiouns (primarfl<}the urbah centres of -

3
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Northern Italy) were more likély to Ee the first to assimilate
‘; T ‘\‘ N

and acculturate.

The social and fimily Eackgrogndlis an additional element
which may influence ;helprocess of'édaptation to the new
environment. In fact;‘for this gtudy of Italiéns, it 1is
particularly importantbﬁhen considering the role of therfamily.
The family is at the heart of Etalian social relations. Gans
(1962) emphasized the central attitude inm Italian 1life, mainly
one of counservatism ?hiabracts as a barrier to change.This is by
no means confined to Italians, for example, as Walhouse (1961)
noted; a similar pattern exists for the.Chinese community in
Vancouver. .

In addition, factors such as the attitude of the host
saciety towards the partié;la§ éthnic group aud also, the size
and location of the ethnic coamunity may exert an influence.
Figure One diagramatically illustrates the complex of factors.
From this, it must be noted that aithough it is8 possible to
simply list and discuss the individual factors, this would not
emphasize the counnectivity between them. For example, it may be
suggested that the role'of the family is anm important influence
on the processes. Looking at this statement in more detail, the
explanation becomes more complex when 1t i8 noted that the role
and attitudes of the family unit are influenced by pre-migratory

background, occupa:zion and also length of residemce (in terms of

Zenerational differences). Similar links may be suggested
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FIGURE ONE FACTORS THAT INFLUENCE ASSIMILATION AND ACCULTUI:ZATION

LENGTH OF RESIDENCE
IN CANADA

LOCATION AND
SIZE OF GROUP

~
~

ATTITUDE .-~ ACCULTURATION T FAMILY AND PEER
* OF HOST SOCIETY \ INFLUENCES

ORIGINS ) OCCUPATION

RURAL/URBAN AND EDUCATION
REGIONAL IN HOMELAND
: CY

‘ ]
~——PRE MIGRATORY BACKGROUND
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between other factors as indicated in Figure Omne which in.total
serves to indicate the compfz;ity of possible explanation.

In stressing the links between the factors, the arrows
suggest a one way influence. For example, length of\ residence ié
noted to influence generational differences{ i.e. the longer the
length of residence of a group, the more gemerations of group
membgrs. From this, it may be suggested that as latte%
generations are born, a higher degree of cultural and social
change will occur. However, tHANs link is not reversiblevin that
generational differences do njtﬁnecessarily influence length of
residence. Therefore, the linking arrows illustrate the main |
influences which contribute to the complexity of explanation.

In general, the approach adopted in reports and researcﬁ to
assess the effect of these influences has been to define a
gseries of measures or indicétors which are indicative of the
change. These assessments have been largely dependent'on qata
produced by social surveys in the form of questionnairés (Lai
1971; Jansen 1971, Ziegler 1971, Richmond 1972, Cho and Leigh
1972) and participant observation (Gans 1962, Jansen 1981b).

The complexity of reasons for the social processes is
intriguing. In the context of this study, it is a complexity
that can be used to examine the influence that social and
cultural changes will have on the resi&ential and institutionalg;

patterns that have developed in Vancouver. It also provides a

focus on the important intermal differences within the group,

thus illustrating an alternmative to the generalized approach
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often taken in ethnic research.

Implications

After having reviewed various aspects of ethnic research,
and clarified definitions, ideas and understandings, it 1s left
to examine further the implicationms of the literature in
relation to this study. This will provide a wider context and
will indicate how and where this étudy can fit into the overall
body of research related to ethnic groups.

A large proportion of the research has indicated an
empirical approach to ethnic research, especially in relation to

=
the study of residential distributions. Many of these studies
are specific to a few cities, in particular in the Great Lakes
region and the North East%;; seaboq;d of the U.S., which were
the destinations of many éf the eéfiy immigranfs in the
‘nineteenth and early twentieth cgnturies. ’

In this review, studies from both the U.S. and Canada ha?e
been cited and although differences between immigration ideology
have been noted, the similarity in empirical approach has
facilitated comparison.

!

Two major themes have been identified and reviewed. An.
important point to be made is that although they concentrate
upon particular aspects ofrstudy, they are not mutually

exclusive. Linkages between patterns and processes have been

explored in the literature and these links are extended, because
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it is the iﬁtention of the thesis to investigate the developmgnt
of the Italian community in Vancouvef,>both in terms of the |
spatial patterns of residential‘gggfinstitutional developments,
and also in terms of the sbciéf p;océsses inherent within the.w
community, particularly in how they emphasize internal
differences. With this, the emphasis ié pl;ced on the concept of
'congregation', rather than on 'segregation', thus providing a
different perspective than in past studies.

Much of the work reviewed may be considered sociological in
nature, although in saying this the starting points have been in
an initial geographical interpretation, an interest in spatial
distribution, in this case of ethnic groups around the city.
This point is made by Johnston (1971;18) who suggests that in
order to understand how and why residential separateness and
concentration occur, it is necessary to: ’

"Knoﬁ first, what the groups are and hbw they comne

about, and second why they choose to live in relative

mutual exclusion.”
It appears that the starting point for much ethnic research must
be’in spatial identification, from which point further work can
continue. This study will follow the same line, initially noting
the chaﬁging development of the community. However, this should
only be COnsidered’the starting point and dot the end product.
Research should go further»than merely spatial identification in
order to achieve an understand;ng. This is where some of the
literature is lacking in the understanding of the problems of
ethnic groups. This is particularly true in relatiomn to the

’ N
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study of residential patterns. Much of the research and analysis -
has been quantitative in nature using statisticai methods to
study the problem. For this, it has relied on officially
prodﬁced data, often utilizing census material. Such an approach
offers a highly generalized, abstract and impersonal viewpoint,
for example noting that one group is more residentially
dispersed than another. This perhaps typifies an 'armchair'
approach to geography which should andkmust be supplemented by
work in' the field. J

This fieldwork element is a vital one in that to study ény
ethnic group in depth, there is a need for the researcher to
know mo{e than what can simply be shown from figures. For

example, by using census material for Vancouver and following a

similar methodology to otlier studies that have been cited, it

-

o

could be "suggested that the Italians in the city are
residentially segregated.‘However, on further examination and
with some knowledge of the communiEy itself, perhaps segregation
would no longer be an acceptable term. Much is to be gained in
actual fieldwork in this type.of social research. Indeed,
fieldwork 1s one of the great pleasures of such study and it
provides valuable information. Consequently, as stated in
Chapter One, this study is based on information from a variety
of éources, ranging from the use of generalized statistical data’
to specific fieldwork data generated by personal intefviews.
Through fieldwork, the researcher also bgcomes aware of

Y
differences within the ethnic group. This indicates another
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problem in the literature, that of working om the generalized,
group level. As has been noted, in relation to the earlier
definitions, within therterm 'Italian' or amny other ethnic
group; much variation from the norm exists and many sub groups
could perhaps be defined.

Studies could suggest that, "The Italians are residentially
concentrated..."” or that "The Italians are less assimilated
than......." which may well be the situation when considering
the highly generalized level but again, it perhaps offers only a
partial explanation. When examining the community in closer
detail, at the individual’level, it will be suggested that
significant intetnal segmentation has occurred for a Eomplex of
reasons (of which one is the differing degrees of assimilation
and acculturation of the group).

For an overall view, it is therefore necessary to be aware
of different levels of explanation and the variety of data
available. It is a combination of research on various levels
that will provide a useful approach and explanation in studies
of ethnic groups in particular environments. :

The review of literature has ;utroduced a variety of
concepts and definitipns which may now be futher examined in the
light of a specific example. It ha; reviewed wide ranging
aspects of ethnic research. some findings based upon generalized
data sources, others more specific studies directed toyards the

individual. Some have focused on the residential patterns,

others on the social processes. Very few have attempted to
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integrate all of these aspects into a detailed, specific
examination, which provides a fitting context for this case and
indicates a point of deparfure from which the more in-depth

o

explanation can be presented.



ITII. The Italian Community

Italians 33 Canada.

The Italian conmection with Canada first’‘began in the early
days of European exploration of the new world. It was then that
John Cabot or Giovanni Cabofo, a Venetian seaman working in the

A
service of the British Crown, first claimed Canada for the

A

British in 1497.1
In the centuries to follow,’further exploration occurred
and Italians were again much in evidence, in service for the
colonial powers in Europe. As Norris (1971;141) notes, an
Italian was one of the first Eurqyeéns to see the west coast.
This was
"Captain Alessandro Malaspina, sailing in the service of

Spain, who arrived in 1791 and after whom the Malaspina .
Strait is named."

From the tgme of the early explorers, Italians have
immigrated to Canada in increasing numbers up until the present
day. Now the Italian ethnic group constitutes the fourth largest

in the country, behind the British, French and German. Table One

indicates the'quantitétive growth of the group from 1871 to

This contact is enshrined in the Montreal urban landscape in a
statue of Cabot, erected by the Italiam community, in a park on
St. Catherine Street.
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1971, which was the }ast census that recordedré;ople of 'Italian
Ethniec Origin' | -

From these figures, a conf;nued growth since Confederation
is apparent. With this,lthree broad stage; of growth ma;*be
suggested. :

First, in the latter Kéc#deé of the ninteeﬁth century,
Canada was not a major destination for Italian emigrants. At the
time the major focus was the North-Eastern seaboard of the
United States, with'the large cities of New York, Chicago and
Philadelphia as the main centres. As the figures for 1871 and.
1881 Censuses indicate; Italians in Canada nﬁmbered little over
1000 and constituted a small percentage of the total population.

At this time in Canada, as Harneyv(l978;5) indicates,

"Census figures show that most of the Italian immigraﬁts
who arrived before or during the 1870's were craftsmen,
musicians and teachers.”

This emphasis changed at the furn of the century. Greater
numbers of Italians arrived in Canada and, by 1901, 10,834
Italians were recorded as resident in the country. The new -
arrivals were working men who found employment in coal mining
and in the construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

This marked the beginnings of a period of steady increase
in the numbers of Italians in Canada. Up until the end of the
Second World War, their number5~gontinued to increase. In the
first forty years of the qehtury,ﬁthe number of Italians grew

from 10,834 to 112,625, a growth which constitutes a tenfold

absolute increase. This occurred in part because of such factors
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YEAR  ITALIANS®
1871 1,035
1881 1,849
1901 = 10,834
1911 45,411
1921 66,769
1931 98,173
. 1941 112,625
1951 152,245
1961 450,351
1971 730,820

TABLE ONE

ITATLTANS IN CANADA 1871-1971

TOTAL POPULATION
OF CANADA

3,485,761
4,324,810
5,371,315
7,206,643 
8,788,483
10,376,786
11,506,655
14,009,429

18,238,247
21,568,310

%

ITALIANS

© O O o o o o

.03
.04
.20
.63
.76
.95
.98
.09
L7
.39

*Défined through andesfry

Source: Census Canada.
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as the Great Depression and the rise of Fascism in Italy under

Mussolini. despite the Italian government's discouraging

emigration from the homeland. In fact,/ﬁﬁ/ﬁﬁrney (1978;25)

o

states: ///////

"Legislation and regulatlggs drastically cut the flow of
s emigrants from Italy. While 6,000 people entered Canada
legally from Italy in-1923, the figure was down to 2,000
in the next year. The annual number of immigrants never
again rose to over a few hundred until after World War
Two."
However,'as Table One indicates, despite these measures, the
number of Italians in Canada stili increased. This was
particularly because the dwindling numbers of peoplé immigrating
directly from Italy Qere supplemented by immigration from the
United States of people of Italianm origins, many of whom were
now Americans.

It has been in the period following the Second World War
that the most dramatic increases in the numbers of Italians have
occufred..Since 1947, when restrictions in Canadian immigration
policies were lifted to end discrimination against former
enemies, quantitative growth due to both immigration and natural
increase has resulted in\close to three—-quarters of a million
people of Italian ethnic origin present in Canada. This period
saw a growth from 152,245 in 1951 to 730,820 in 197! when
Italians constituted 3.39 per cent of the population of Canada.

As a post script to the last official figures published in
1971, it is interesting to note a slowing down of the Italian

immigration into the Country. Immigrationm statistics show that

between 1971 and 1979 only 39,918 Italian Immigrants arrived in
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Canada., This flow was fairly constant throughout the decade up
until 1979, when the‘yeérl& figure shows oniy 1,996 immigrénts.2
Therefore, an increasingly important coﬁﬁonent for the future
growth of ;hg,Ipalian gfépp\in Canada will be that of natural
increase of the existing pvyﬁlation., |

The quantitative develépment is not the only element that
must bé gonsidered in a introduction to Italian cpmmupities in
Canada. Another element of partic;lar importance is the
nationwidé distri?ution of the group. Since the early arrivals
at the tufp of the century, Italians have tended to concentrate
in particuiar locations in the céuntry,vrather than to be widely
distribute5,3

Table Two examines the provincial distribution in the three
major receiving provinces, Ontario, Qﬁebec and British Columbia.
Ontario has been the main 'magnet' for Italian immigrants since
Confederation. This dominance by Ontario is also shown in Figure
'Two, where the comp;rative growth in the three provinces 1is
illustrated. Figure 2(i) illustrates numerical increases through
time, it shows a situation where Ontario has become increasingly
dominant through time, particularly in the post war period with
a 671.7 per cent increase of Italians between 1941 and 1971,
compared with 504.8 per cent for Quebec and 304.7 per cent for
B.C.. Figure 2{(ii) shows the rate of change in the three

These figures are taken from Manpower and Immigration
Statistics. For the full table. refer to Table 5 (page 72).

3 This statement does not apply only to the Itaiians, but as
Hill (1976) suggests, teo many of the other immigrant groups.
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provinces, using a semi-logarithm graph. With this, the gradient
of the line between time periods indicated the rate of growth,
thus allowing comparison between different time periods and for

the differdnt provinces. From this, it is apparent that despito
quantitative dominance by Ontario, the proportional changes of
the Italiad group have been similiar in the three provinces with
i : :
the noted exception of the decline of population inm B.C. betweeo
1911‘and l921 ‘The trends indicate that after relatively high |

igitial grojwth in the first decade of the Twentieth Century,

fairly consitant proportional growth occurred until the 1950's

when rapid growth took place in all the provinces. This rate of
growth rema[oed constant in Quebec inrthe'sixties but declined

for Ontario}and B}C., although the proportional growth rates

were still ﬁelative)y bigber than earlier inbtbe century.
Overall, de%pite oimiliar rates of change in the three
- provinces, Qntario has been the major reception area for
Italians in @anada. In all, 63.4 per cent of Italian Canadlans
i
resided in O%tario_in l97l. A
i
Quebec bas also received large numbers of‘Italians. The
census figurés show 169,665 in 1971 which accounted for over 23
per cent of the Italian—Caoadians, a figure which has remained
fairly constaht during the century.

a

British Columbia has a far smaller Italian community than

eirher of these Eastern provinces. In 1971, there were 53,795

people of Italian ethnic origin in B.C.. Although substantial

growth in numbers has occurred in the twentieth century, British
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Columbia musﬁ’be considered as of secondary importance in
relation to Italian immigration to Canada. This can be clearly
seen from the figures from the post war 'Boom' period, where the
Italian populations in Quebec and Ontario increaéed by a much

£
greater propori&bn than did B.C.. Further, as Table Two

indicates, the ktalian group in B.C. has declined
proportionately in its share of Italians in Canada as a whole.
A final point that must‘be noted, in relétion to the
regional distribution of Italians, is the comparaéive
attractivness of the major urban areas. As Jansen (1981;18)
points out,

s

"Im Ontario and Quebec over 90 per cent of the Italian
ethnic group lived in large urban areas (over 30,000
population).”

The comparative figure for B.C. suggests a smaller
proportion of Italians in urban areas over 30,000, 64 per cenit
in all. This figure ié, in part. a reflqction of the smaller'

‘s, popuiation size of B.C. centres, although it does still
illustrate the fact that the major metropolitan areas of Canada /
I

provide the foci for-the various Italian comm ities. Table /

Three illustrates this relationship. //

The Toronto :égion is the location for the largest aﬁqymoét
highly developed Italian community, which accounted for 10.34
per cent of the total population of the Metropolitan region in
1971, As the‘figures indicate, there has been a phenomenal

growth in the region in the post war era, with Metro Toronto

containing 37.18 per cent of all Italian-Canadians in 1971. This
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TABLE THREE

ITALIAN POPULATION OF MAJOR METROPOLITAN AREAS IN
THE POST WAR PERIOD.

YEAR  ITALIAN 4 % OF

POPULATION POPULATION  TOTAL ITALIAN
OF CITY POPULATION IN
CANADA
CANADA™ 1951 152,2h455 - -

1961 450,351 - -
1971 730,820 - -

METROPOLITAN 1951 30,722  2.20% 20.18%
MONTREAL 1961 101,466 - 4.81% " 22.53%
1971 160,605 - 5.85% 21.20%
METROPOLITAN 1951 27,962 2.51% 18.37%
TORONTO 1961 140,378 7.69% 31.17%
1971 271,755 10.34% 37.18%
METROPOLITAN 1951 6,563 1.24% 4.31%
VANCOUVER 1961 18,300 2.32% . 06%
1971 30,045 2.78% bh.11%

Source: Census Canada.



growth has not been confined to Toronto but is also evident \
elsewhere in the Southern Ontario urbanized region.

Montreal has also experienced a significant growth in this
period with 160,000 Italians in the region in 1971, 5.85 per
cent.of the total population of the city and constituting 21.2
per cent of all Italian Canadians. An interesting point to note
in relation to this is that Italians have not been widely
distributed around the province of Quebec at all because in
1971, 94.7 per cent of Quebecois-Italians lived in Metropolitan
Montreal, whereas Ontarian-Italians, although it has been noted
that they reside in larger cities, are distributed more widely
around the province. which is a function of the urban
developmeﬁt of Southern Ontario.

Vancouver provides the focus for Italians in B.C. and .
Western Canada, and it has experienced a steady growth. By 1971,
Italians numbered 30,045 and so accounted for 2.78 per cent of
the region's population. The region contained 4.11 per cent of
all Italian Canadians. In total, the Vancouver C.M.A. was tﬁe
centré for 54.8 per cent of Italians in B.C., whereas two other
cities, Trail and Kamloops, contained compunities of over 1500

people, and contained 4.2 and 2.9 per .cent of B.C.'s Italian
—

population respectively.

In all, for 1971, 160,605 out of the provincial total of
169,665 lived in Metro Montreal, whereas~only 271,755 out of
463,095 lived in Metro Toronto, although many Italians live in
nearby cities which are virtually suburbs of Toronto. For
example, in Burlington and Hamilton, where 12,000 and 42,000
Italians lived respectively. ‘
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From the trends of growth of the Italians in Canada. which
have emphasized the regionally orientated growth particularly in

Eastern Canada, there 1is little Sg;prise that the majority of

the detailed research bas been focused upon these major centres,

LR - - — — - A

especially on themiargest\cggpunity in Toronto.rAltbough this is

case, it must be stated that thé Italians inm Canada have not

reweived great attention in research and only limited numbers of

studies‘have been produced. General'historieel-feyiews'hafe been

published, for example by Harney (1978), S;edar(I§68)7gndA ’

Hardwick and Moir (1976), but most research has focueed upon the

major cities. e
For Toronto, various aspect of Italian life have been

.examined, the work of two researchers being most 4mportant for

present purposes. The work by Ziegler (1971, 1972) has been

made by Italian immigrants and therefore provides an etement of

comparison for this study of the Italians in Vancouver. Jansen
(1969,1971,1978) has also studled the Italian communlty with a
particuliar emphasis upon community organization.

In the case of Montreal, although it is a major focus for

Italians, limited research has occurred. An exception is the

I
work by Boissevain (1963 & 1970) who examlned tﬂg,de#e%ﬂpme‘f of
xamined T

“he community and the adaptatlons, internal changes and problems
gf Italians in the city.
In Western Canada, the research has concentrated primarily

upoz Vazcouver and more generally, B.C., although the small
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Italian community in Edmonton was studied by Hobart in 1965 in a
report for the Royal Commission for Bilingualism and
Biculturaizsm. For Vanéouver, the previously mentioned research
by Jansen (1981a.1981b), looking at Education and Social
Mobility and the Internal Differentiation of the group
regspectively, provides the first major research projects on the
Italians in the city. Before this, several smaller scale studies
had been Eompleted ;;ich examined various aspects. For example,
Gale (1972) looked at the impact of Italian-Canadians on the
retail functions and facades of particular areas of the city.
Walhouse (1961) briefly reviewed the higtofical growth of the
commpunity in' her gemeral survey of the influence of ethnic
groups on the cultural landscape of Vancouver. Finally, Germano
(1977) who was at one time the Italian consul in Vancouver,
wrote about the development of the Italian cuifural centre in
the city. Overall, limited research has been carried out in
relation to Italians in Canada and ft is hoéed that this study

will introduce new imformation and therefore usefully add to the

resezarch related to ethnic groups in Vancouver.

Itzlians in Vancouver

-

From the preceding section. while it is apparent that the
2ajor destinations of Italian impmigrants have been in Eastern
Csnada, Brizcish Cclumbia and, in particuiar, Vancouver as the

aajor metropolis, has been a secondary magnet in the attraction
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of new immigranté. Despite this, it still provides a focal point
for over, 30,000 people of Italian ethnic origin. They make up a
community that has grown steadily in the twentieth century and

' .
today forms a small but significant and distinctive part of the
totél poéulation. This diskinctivness is expressed in
concentrated residential'locations, networks of
ethnic-orientated services, and expressions of ethnicity in
landscape, such as in specific architecturélfstyles. The
presence of these distinctive elements.have lead to a popular
identification of an area knoﬁﬁ as 'Little Italy' in East
Vancouver.

The year 1886, which was the year of the city's
Aincorporation, may be cited as the start of the settlement of
Italians in Vancouver. By this time in fact. as Giese.(1966)
indicates, Ifalianaimmigrants had already settled elsewhere in
British Columbia, for example in Trail, Kamloops and Duncan. The
first were buéinessmen and their families who arrived from
elsewhere in Canada, rather than directly fgom Italy. From this
time;‘ltalian workmeg arrived in small numbers having worked as
part of the construction gangs of the Canadian Pacific Railway.

Since these beginnings, the Italian presence has increased
to a point where, in 1971, the census recorded 30,045 people of
Italién origin in Vancouver C.M.A.. This figure may be-actually
somewhat conservative, because as Germano (1977;69) noted,

An example of this label may be found in the Vancouver
province newspaper in an article entitled "Vancouver's Little
Italy”. (Junme 25th 1966) g
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"Many Italian families (and also families from other
ethnic groups) either because of language difficulties
or because they were still Italian citizens (and
therefore do not have the right to vote, which is
sometimes mixed up with census taking) did not send back
the complete form."”
He estimated as much as 30 per cent difference between census
and actual figures. This point is also made by a later study
which estimated 40,000 Italians in 1980. (Loh and Associates
1980;22)

Despite possible inaccuracy of census material, the
development of the Italian community is evident from the
official figures in Table Four. This information is also shown
graphically in Figure Three and thus it is possible to identify
several major phaées of change, similar to those indicated in
the more genmeral discussion of the Italians in Canada. In all,
four phases may be suggested which reflect many influences
including changing immigration policies, economic conditiomns in

Italy and the attraction of British Columbia for potential

immigrants.

The Early Years - Pre First World War
<
-During this period, the earliestrfoundations of the Italian
community were established. Immigration took place largely from
the already established communities iﬁ Eastern Canada,
particularly HMontreal and Toronto. This was further supplemented

by a small direct flow from Italy itself. It was a time of an

important increase in numbers, and, as Figure 3(ii) shows, it
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TABLE FQUR

THE ITALIAN POPULATION OF VANCOUVER

&

YEAR ITALIAN ORIGIN TOTAL ITALIAN ITALIAN »
IN CITY POPULATION % POPULATION IN
VANCOUVER C.M.A.

1901 203 26,762 0.75

1911 2,156 95,266 2.26

1921 1,590 117,217 1735

1931 3,390 246,593 1.35

1981 3,644 275,353 . 1.32

1951 5,095 343,833 1.47 6,563

1961 12,941 384,522 3.36 <18, 300
1971 _19,020_ ‘426,270 4,46 30,045

Source: Census Canada.
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was the time of the largest prportional rate of growth of the
group. In 1901, only 203 people of Italian ethnic origins wer?
recorded in the city. By 1911, this figure had increased ten
times to 2,156.‘Durinévgﬂeuaécade, both workingmen from

const;ufzion gangs and businessmen arrived in the city. Of the
7 ,
/iﬁtter, the majority were Northernm Italiamns, particularly from

the Venice region,6 and were prominent in the early
establishment of Italian owned and orientated businesses. The‘
initial growth also facilitated the establishment of other
Itaiian orientated services and institutioms such as meeting
places and churchés, for example the First Italian Church, The

Church of the Sacred Heart, was founded in 1905 at 525 Campbelf

Street. It remains in the same location today.

The Inter War Period

The initial growth period ended around the time of the
First World War and gas followed by a time of fluctuation of the
city's Italian populaﬁioﬁ. As the figures in Tagle Four
indicate, inathe early‘éart of the period an absolute decline
occurred gnd, by the ea;iy 1320's, the city's total population
of Italian background wagiwell under two thousand despite a
continuedrincEease in theitotal population of the city.

An indication of Northern Italian presence is given by ﬁhe
early foundation of the "Societa Venetia” in Vancouver imn :1911.
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If this decline is placed in a wider context and compared
with Table Two and Figure Two, it is interesting tq note that
although the numbers of Italians in the Eastern Provinces’&
continued to grow, thé overall British Columbian Italian group
declined in numbers between }@11 and 1921. The reasons fér this
decline probably in part relate to thé influences of the Eirst
World War but, alsd, in the time prior to the'depression, the
Canadian government:primarily encouragéd immigration to, and the
development of, agricultural regions of Canadé; At the same
time, it also discouraged immigration elsewhere (Manpower and -
Immigrationv1974;12; and Kalback 1970; chapter 1).

In the follgging decadeé, the number of‘Italians‘in
Vancoﬁver again grew. This followed a trend thrbughout Canada
where, for example between 1921 and 1941, the I;alian population
in the nation increased from 66,769fto'112,625. This was mostly
concentrated in the East, glthough'Vancouver doubled its
Italians from 1,590 to 3,644. At this time, Canadian immigration
policies lead to active emncouragement of immigrants. However, it
is likeiy that a proportion of the Italian increase came about
due to the attractiveness of Canada to Italians residing in the
U.S. and also, natural increase, rather than a direct flow f:pm
Italy. This is speculated because the Italian homeland of the
twenties and thirties saw Facist rule come to power, and

s

emigration was actively discouraged by Government.
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The Post War Boom Period

With the end of the Second World War and, later, in 1947,
with changing immigration policies against former 'énemies', the
sharp increase in Italian immigration to Canada occurred, and
continued until the late sixties. in the period from 1951 to
1971, the Italian community of Vaﬁéouver grew>from 5,095 go
19,020, an increase of 273.3 per cent. At the same time, the
Metropolitan area figures increased from 6,563 to 30;045, which
constituted a 357.7 per cent growth. Not surprisingly,}this was
the time of emergence of Vancouver's Little Italy, which
provides a focus of Italian 1life in the city. |

Overall, the post war period has seen a large scale Italian
immigration to Canada, which has primarily focuOed on the
Eastern provinces although still increasing fhe Italian
contingent in BiC.. Again, it is only possible to speculéte as

. +
to the reasons for these increases because little detailed

research ﬁas been published. It has been a time, up hhtil the
mid sixties, of 'open', less discriminatory, immigration
policies. This, in combination with such factors as the changing
social and economic conditions in the Italian homeland,-and also
a positive perception by the immigrants that Canada was a land

oI opportunity,7 may give an indication to the reasons for the

increases.

This perception has been'enhanced by the family ties that
already exist between Ganada and Italy. .
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The Slowing Down of the Seventies

In the last decade, Italian immigrationm has slowed,
especially in the late seventies. It has already been noted in
the national. context that only 39,918 Italian immigrants arrived
'between 1971 and 197%. Table Five shows the yearly figures for
lt;lian immigration into Canada. In additiom, it in@icates what
proportion relocated in B+C.. Given the present provincial
distribution of Italians, it is likely that a large percentage
of those new to B.C. would locate in Metropolitan Vancouver. R
However; this would'only constitute a small increase because the
province as a whole received 2,338 during the period, which
accounted for 5.8 per cent of the national total.

In the context of lessened‘immigration, two factors are of
impo;tance. First, immigration policies have changed. Following
an immigration white paper, published in 1966, new elements were
added fo immigration law which stipulated a set of requirements
necessary;for potential relocation fﬁ’Canada. These new
regulations did not have the effect of halting the:Iﬁalian
immigration but did limit the flow to close relatives of already
established immiérants.

Second, it would seem that the Italian desiréitoimigrate
has declined, which may'be due to the global economic recession

‘sith the perceived opportunities of emigration lessen;ng.'ln "

fact, in a recent article by Guccione (1981), it is suggested

-
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TABLE FIVE

ITALTAN IMMIGRATION IN THE SEVENTIES

YEAR ITALIANS - TTALIANS % to B.C.
in B.C.
1971 5,790 297 5.1
1972 4,608 - 228 h.9
1973 5,468 " 266 4.9
1974 5,226 306 5.9
1975 5,078 329 6.5 -
1976 4,530 277 6.1:
1977 4,254 251 5.9
1978 2,976 226 7.6
1979 1996 158 7.9,

TOTAL . 39,918 2,338 5.8

Source: Manpower and Immigration Statistics.

?
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that at present, greater numbers of immigr ﬁts are returning to
ltaly than are arriving in anada. If this is £rpe, the reversal
of trends is an interesting‘point, but it is not‘dnique to
Canada. It is also apparent in other nations whi%h have received
substaqtial Italian immigration (although the article neglects
this /p’{)int).

//,This final phase may be thought of as a time of
%/;solidatlon because althoughrlt is unlikely that the
/éorthcomlng census Qlll reveal any dramatic increases in the
size of the community, as will be shown it has been an active
period in terms of a diversificatio; of the institutional

framework of the community.

In a review of the quantitative growth of the group in

Vancouver since incorporationmn, it must be acknowledged that the
ItaLﬁ;ns form a small but significant group in the region.
Another impor%an; element is that they are not equally
ﬁistributed around the city- but are locationally concentrated in
particular areas. This is. a point, as notgd in Chapter Two, that
is by no means pecuiiar to Vancouver but has occurred in urban
areas throughout North America.

The following sections examine, in mpre detail, this
concentrated locatiom of Italians in the region, their patterns
of residential change and also the development of the

This point was made to the present author in conversation with
Dr. Clifford Jansen, York Univergity, who was quoted by
Guccione. . R
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institutions that have formed to serve the community, with both

elements important in the overall consideration of

-

'congregation’.

Residential Development

The first Italian arrivals were predominantly men who often
found employment in the comstruction industry. In reaching

Vancouver, they temded to gravitate towards the east side of the

"city which at the time was at the fringe of urban development in

the city and housed working people of different origins. Here
they founded residences and established an initial core of
Italian settlement. Although there is no specific census tract
data for that time,g various sources, such as older. people in
the community, an aural history of the Strathcomna District
(Reimer 1979) and city directories help to give an historical
perspective about the original core. This core was 1in an area
bounded by Main St., Atlantic St.; Clark Drive and the Burrard
Inlet (See Map One)..It was in this region that the earliest
Italian shops, businesses, churches and meeting places were
founded beginning in the first decade of the century. This was
not a solidly Italian«a}ea; it was also the staging ground for

many other groups. For example, it was also, and continudes to

be, the main focus for the Chinese community in the city.

— - - - — o ————— ——

Census tract data first became available)in Vancouver after
the 1951 survey.
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It was in this area that the first Italian ;esidential
concentration occurred on a sﬁall scale. As Map One suggests,
although Italians resided throughout the neighbourhood, a
grouping of howmes grew on Union, Prior and Atlantic Streets.lo

This original céncentration remained the focus of Italian
life until after the Second World War, when th; sharp imcreases
in the numbers of Itaiians occurred. In fact, in 1951, the
original cqfe (if slightly ;xtendgd eastwards) was still the
major residential focus, containing 27 per cent of Vancouver's
Italians. This area 1s indicated on Map Two. It was the only
area that contained over 5 per cent Italians in relation to
population, although the larger area in East Vancouver bounded
by Main Street, Broadway, Boundary Road and the Burrard Inlet
was emerging as an area where large numbers of Italians resided,
containing 47 per cent of the cit;'s Italian population.
However, although this residential concentration was evident in
the City of Vancouver, as Table Six and Figures Four indicate,
Italians were throughout the Lower Mainland in varying numbers.

By 1961, when the -total Italiankﬁopulation of "the
Metropoiitan region had increased to 18,300, thngore of Italian
residential location had clearly emerged. Each ce;sus tract in
Vancouver East of Main aad North of Broadway had more than

average totals of Italians, a fact illustrated by Map Three.

This area was the home for 62 per cent’oéﬂgbe city of

In the first decade of the century, Union and Atlantic were
named Barnard and Grove Streets respectively. ’

; L



=)

e 2

' i l
eeeee

= 1\

R I |

[j___JL__H

O

/e,

]

iLug v

>

©
= < -
5 = 3
<

Heglley
E]‘T

Pripncgs

=] [JFJ{QEEﬁ::\
‘ o :

IV bed b b JL "~
JC.\ea 2

o/ —
]
L
[

=

CREEK 0, 5p0

MAP ONE ITALIAN

DEVELOPMENTS [N VANCOUVER circa 1914

v wm N -

N

Europe Hotel

Church of Sacred Heart
Bakery
Shop / Service

italian Residence

Main Residential Focus

.- 76



1

MAP TWO

Brodatway

t\ﬁff\ 3
]

BURMNABY

LEGEND
percant

20 = 248

15 - 19-9

N ; YANCQUVER

Boundary [;

ITALIAN

RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
1861

cefcentage itatian per census tract

WAP THREE

Boundary |Rd

-

LEGEND
percant

o - 49

99

n
1

10 - 4-9.
19-9

30 =249

BEAZNUO

tTALIAN RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
1961

ftatran per census tract

oercentage




i

L\v —~ /k

BURNABY

Broadway
- AN “
LEGEND - -
for cant NN L
D D - 49 v ANCORUVER e
o

Z - N\l

Queensboro
E 20 ~24-9 ITALIAN RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT
1971
. 28 mles percentage  itanan  per  ceénsus  iracl %
[ NULLLAAS. SN

78




S

Vancouver's Italian population. Within this area, the largest
concentration occurred east of Victoria Drive where census
tracts indicated over 15 per cent Italian as a percentage of
total population. This situation emphasizes the fact that
although there was an Italian ethnic residential concentration
in the region, it was not ‘an-Italian dominated region, because
other groups were, and still are, present. By this time,
although 70.7 per cent of the Italianm population still 1ived in
the City of Vancouver, numbers greatly increased in the other
municipalities. For example, in the Quepnsborough region of New
Weszminster,‘over 16 per cent of the population was Italian
which had occurred in response to the employmgnt opportunities
offered by the mills on the Fraser River. Every other
municipality, at least, doubled their population of Italians

with perhaps the most significant in Burmaby which was beginning

"to receive Italians moving eastwards from the core region.

There trends continued thoughout the 1960's and by 1971 as
Map Four shows, a diffusion of greater numbers of Italians from
the original East Vancouver core rtegion had occurred. With this,

the major residential focus had continued and had intensified

with Census Tracts indicating 20 per cent and Z5 per cent

altalian. In areas surrounding this core, the Italian influence

increased, with a spreading to the area to the South and
F-3

=

particularlj to the East, across Boundary Road into North
Buraoaby. Gale (1972) suggested that this has been a secondary

aovement from the core area, rather than newly arrived

“
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immigrants immediately choosing the new locations, an idea that
concurs with the experiences of some of the respondents for this
study. In the period between 1961 and 1971, the number of

- Italians doubled and, at the time 13.2 per cent of Metropolitan
Vancouver's Italiams lived in that muﬁicipality.-Numbers also
increased in the other municipalitie;, and the City of
Vancouver, while 8till remaining thetfocus, declined in it's
share of Italians in the Metropolitan area from 70.7 pef cent in
1961 to 63.3 éer cent in 1971. ’ ’ |

Overall, the post war period:has seen an increased Italian

population which, as Figure 4(ii) indicates, has largely been
received in ;he city of Vancouver and, on a smaller scale,
Burnaby. In re;idential terms, the result of this has been the
emergence of an Italian concentration in East Vancouﬁer: The
patterns of development have been of an initial concentration in
particular neighbourhoods, followed by an intensification of a
core which took place in thé fifties and sixtie;.,Alongside

l)this, an eastwards migration of Italian residences has occurred,
“thus extenéing the residential focus.

. Even though a residential core. may be identified, it is
‘also true that each municipality in the Metropolitan region has
experienced an‘absolute growth in Italian population since 1951.
Figure 4(ii) shows the relative rates of growth for the region.
It is interesting to note the similéritiéﬁ in the trends. Im

each case, a more rapid growth is indicated between 1951-61 thag

in the latter decade. 1t also indicates a more rapid growth rate
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for Burnaby and the other municipalties, relative to the bifyiof
Vancouver, which tends to suggeét an increasingly widespread

distribution of Italians aroﬁnd the Lower Mainland. ~

A method that {1l1lustrates the increasing distribution
around the Lower Mainland, as well as the continued residential
concentrations, is Lorenz curve analysis. Two‘curves are

presented in Figure Five which indicate the two cases.ll Figure

-

5(1i) shows that despite large absolute increases of Italians in
the City of Véncouver, the degree of residential concentration
has remained fairly constant. It indicates that approximately 75
per cent. of the Italiams living in less»than 25 per cent of the
area, which provides another illustrati;n of the previous map
analysis. Little distinctiveness 1is indicated in the trends of
change, in thaﬁ the 1951 data shows a slightly lesser
concentratiop than 1971, which,‘in.turg. shows a marginally
lower degree of concentration than 1961. In contrast,-Figure
5(ii) which éxamines the Metropolitan Area as a whole, does

indicate a trend of decreasing concentration since 1951. From

s

this, for example, approximately 90 per cent of Italians lived

in 25 per cent of the area in 1951, as compéred with 78 perﬁcent

The method of calculation of the curve used in 5(i) was to
initially standardize the census data for the years under :
congideration by grouping the census tracts of 1861 and 71 so
that they would cgnform to the 1951 boundaries. Thus, the area
scale 1s indicated by census traets. From this point, Italian
population figures for each tract were computed and ranked from
highest to lowest and a cumulative percentage curve was
constructed. A similar technique was employed for 5(ii), but in
this case, the Italian population totals for each municipality
were computed and ranked and the curve constructed.
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