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ABSTRACT +2 

  here is  a g e n e r a l  l a c k  o f  e m p i r i c a l  knowledge~accoun t ing  

far j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  T h i s  s t u d y  was des igned  t q  d e s c r i b e  

s i m i l a r i t i e s  and d i f f e r e n c e s  between j u v e n i l e s  who e n t e r  i n t o  

p r o s t i t u t ' i o n  and those  who seem l i k e l y  t o  become involved .  The ' 

0 

sequence o f  e v e n t s  t h a t  p r e d i s p o s e s  Juven i l e s .  t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  

i n v e s t i g a t e d  e m p i r i c a l l y  and t h e o r e t i c a l l y .  Evidence as t o  t h e  
\ / 

most e f f e c t i v e  t ime o f  i n t e r v e n t i o n  in t h e  p r o s t i t u t i o n a p r o n e  i s  

p r e s e n t e d .  Two ma jo r  t h e o r i e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  p sychoana ly t i c  

' a n d  s o c i a l  c o n t r p l  t h e o r i e s ,  have guided r e s e a r c h  t o  d a t e ,  b u t  

bo th  me thodo-1 and l i t e r a t u r e  sugges t8  s p e c i f i c  r e a s o n s  f o r  

t h e  g r e a t e r  r l evance  and e x p e r i m e n t a l  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of s o c i a l  4 
c o n t r o l  t h e o r y  . 

Q u e s t i o n n a i r e s  were admin i s t e r ed  t o  two groups  of  twelve 

female  j u v e n i l e s .  One group  c o n s i s t e d  of  g i r l s  who had 

p r o s t i t u t e d  a t  leas't once.  The o t h e r  g roup  was comprised o f  

g i r l s  who were ' a t - r i s k 1  o f  becoming invo lved  i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  
1 

b u t  had n e v e r  p r o s t i t u t e d  themselves .  ' A t h r i s k t  i s  d e f i n e d  as  

hav ing  ,been a runaway on t h e  s t r e e t  wi th  n o  conven t iona l  means 

of s u p p o r t ,  aware of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  as a means 

of s u p p o r t  th rough  f r i e n d s  o r  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  who were p r o s t i t u t e s  

and hav ing  had e a r l y  s e x u a l  i n t e r c o u r s e .  The p a r t J i c l p a n t s  in the  
- -- ppp -- -- -- - - -  - 

s t u d y  were g a t h e r e d  on a v o l u n t a r y  b a s i s  from s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  

a g e n c i e s  in  Vancouver, B.C. and from: t h e  s t r e e t .  The 

.e 

iii 



q u e s t i o n n a i r e  g a t h e r s  demographic and s e l f  -esteem i n f o r m a t i ~ n ,  
1 

which i s  used t o  compare the  two groups.  

A s e q u e n t i a l  model of en t rance  i n t o ,  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  

proposed. The sequence of  f a c t o r s  o u t l i n e d  a r e  'P red i spos ing '  < ,  

f a c t o r s ,  'Turning-out t  f a c t b r s  and 'Maintenance' f a c t o r s .  This  

model provides  a theore  t i c a l  foundat ion wi th in  which the  

e m p i r i c a l  r e s u l t s ,  a r e  viewed. The p r o s t i t u t e  group was found t o  

be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o l d e r ,  were involved i n  more severe  

de l inquenc ies ,  (and hence i n c a r c e r a t e d  more ),, we r e  molested a t  a 
/ *a 

younger age and scored  lower on the  s e l f - e s t e e m  measure. The 

groups were u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  on the  f a c t o r s  .of runaway h i s t o r y ,  
i 

drug use ,  family background, sehool and work h i s t o r y  and 

i n t e r v e n t i o n  h i s t o r y .  

The r e s u l t s  imply t h a t  both groups h a v e  an e q u a l l y  poor 
J i 

s o c i a l  background, l a c k i n g  in t i e s  - .yd re inforcements  i n  

convent ional  s o c i e t y .  Since the group was 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  younger than the  pro&l-$@tion group, some may y e t  

become involved i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  I n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  the l i f e  of  the  

' a t - r i s k '  j uven i l e  i s  suggested t o  be b e s t  app l i ed  t o  the  

problems of e a r l y  sexual  moles tg t ion ,  low s e l f  ies teem and 

s e v e r e l y  de l inquen t  behavior.  
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-+ T h i s  s e c t i o n  will .  i n t roduce  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  t h e  prbblem of  

The n a t u r e  of t h e  problem both  In-genepal - 

Juven i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  

, terms &d- s p e c i f i c a l l y  as i t  e x i s t s  in Vancouver w i l l  be . 
- ,  

achieve a  g r e a t e r  unders tanding  of 
- - - 

d i scussed .  I n  o r d e r  t o  

. j uven i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  two t h e o r e t i c a l  approaches of p r o s t i t u t i o n  

w i l l  be d iscussed .  The ' r e l a t e d  resea rch  of t h e s e  two approaches,  

psychoana ly t i c  theory  and s o c i a l  con t r o l / s o c i a l .  re inforcement  
r 

. t h e o r y  w i l l  be p resen ted  t o  give the  e m p i r i c a l  foundat ions  t o  

t h e  t h e o r i e s .  The t h e o r e t i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  c l o s e  with 

arguments f o r  the g r e a t e r  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  o f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  

t h e o r i .  Th6 c l o s i n g  component of t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  s e c t i o n  w i l l  

be the  de ' scr ip t ion  of  t h i s  s tudy. ,  

Nature of  the Problem - - - 

Most s t u d i e s  of p r o s t i t u t e s  r e l y  on i n t e r v i e w s  with solder  

p r o s t i t u t e s .  Information on t h e z a r l y  l i i r e s  of 'prosmti tu- tes  and 
- -- - - - -  - 

t he  r e l e v a n t  f a c t o r s  which l e d  them i n t o  th; l i f e  a r e  + ,- -- pp - - - ---- - - -- 
- -  - - .- - -  

r e t r o s p e c t i v e  'and may be s u b j e c t  t o  r e c a l l  e'rror o r  
\ 

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n .  In  s p i t e  of the  l eng thy  i n t e r e s t  in 
. .  

p r o s t i t u t i o n  l i t t l e  e m p i r i c a l  r e sea rch  has  been cofiducted70n the  
\ - 



- 

s u b j e c t  or j u v e n i l e  p r o s i t u t i o n  (Gray, 1972) .  It may be thdugh t  
i 

f such low i n c i d e n c e  as t o  n o t  be an area n e e d i n g  f u r t h e r  

S n v e s t i g a t i ~ n .  Winick and K i n s i e  (1971) r e p o r t  from F.B.I.  Crime 

Repor t s  tha t  o n l y  16% of p r o s t i t u t e s  a r r e s t e d  were un'der t h e  age I 

of 21  and s o  conc lude  t h a t  few p r o s t i t u t e s  a r e  j u v e n i l e s .  F.B.I .  

i I 

Crime Repor t s  though .are  a poor source  from which t o  g e n e r a l i z e  

t h e  e x t e n t  o f  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  F r e q u e n t l y  c h a r g e s  of  
i .  

' i n c o r r i g i b i l i t y '  obscu re  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a j u v e n i l e .  i s  a 
I I 

p r o s t i t u t e .  The e x t e n t  of  t h e  problem i s  a c t u a l l y  o  
T 

i 
- consequence.  Newsweek (1971)  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  arrests f o r  j 

C 1 

p r o s t i t u t i o n  f o r  g i r l s  under  t he  age of 25  pad i n c r e a s e d  from 

24% t o  74% o v e r  t h e  p r i o r  10 y e a r s .  Rober t s ,  ~br ' ams  and F inch  

(1973)  s t a t e  t h a t  57% of a l l  female  j u v e n i l e  a r r  s t s ' a n d  20% of  
I 3 

a l l  male j u v e n i l e  arresbs a r e  f o r  s e x k r e l a t e d  d e l i n q u e n c i e s .  

T h e l r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  r e l a t i o n s $ i p ' o f  a r r e s t  r e c o r d s  t o  t he  , I 
I 

- 
T, 4 

- a c t u a l  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  ~ r o b l e m  f u r t h e r  p o i n t s  t o  t he  I 

ii 
P L r 

' r e -examina t ion  of  t h e  laws concern ing  s e x - r e l a t e d  d e l i n q u e n c i e s .  

C i t e d  i s  Kinsey s t a t h g  t h a t  a t  l e a s t  85% o f  t h e  younger male 4 

p o p u l a t i o n  could  be c o n v i c t e d  as sex  o f f e n d e r s  as t h e  law reads .  
2 

.i Rober t s  e t  a l .  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a g e n c i e s  a r e  more l e n i e n t  wi th  boys 
i 

t h d  g i r l s  f o r  s e x u a l  o f f e n c e s ,  t h e  o p p o s i t e  be ing  t r u e  f o r  i 

o t h e r  o f f e n c e s .  i 
, j In my own e x p e r i e n c e  as t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  a c r i s i s  s h e x t e r  

- - --- - - -- 
- A 

1 

2 
f o r  t e e n s  i n  Vancouver I have found t h a t  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  1 

3 

i s  an e x t e n s i v g  a c t i v i t y .  Not o n l y  a r e  a l a r g e  number of male 



and female j u v e n l l e s  h u s t l i n g ,  b u t  a lmos t  a l l  j u v e n i l e s  i n  t h e  

c r i s i s  s h e l t e r  know someme in t h e  a c t i v i t y  o r  know the  norms of  

l o c a l  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  groups.  P o t e n t i a l l y  t h i s  in format ion  
' 

e x i s t s  as a p r e c u r s o r  t o  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  " 

3 p r o s t i t u t i o n .  The re fo re  most t e e n s  i n  the  ch,i ld w e l f a r e  system 

-'+%Q Vancouver a r e  aware o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  engage i n  
i 

p r o s t i t u t i o n .  

There  are s e v e r a l  a r e a s  in Vancouver where j-uvenile 

p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  common. Re fe r r ed  t o  as t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a t u s  and 

most worked a r e a  .is Davie S t r e e t .  A t  any one t ime 6-10 boys and 

a s  many o r  more g i r l s  can be seen a t  t h e  a l l e y  e n t r a n c e  ways 

j u s t  n o r t h  of Davie S t r e e t .  Customers c r u i s e  t h e  area in t h e i r  

c a r s ,  t h e  p r o s t i t u t e s  t r y  t o  g e t  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t ,  work o u t  a  
dC 
p r i c e  and i f  a d e a l  i s  reached g e t  i n t o  t he -  c a r  w i t h  t h e  

customer  and d r i v e  o f f  t o  t h e l r  p l a c e  o f  b u s i n e s s .  S e v e r a l  o t h e r  

a r e a s  a r e  p r e v a l e n t  f o r  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  b u t  t h e r e  i s  a  

wide. range i n  s t a t u s ,  type o f  customer,  t h e  p r i c e s  charged and 

- t h e  working c o n d i t i o n s .  G r a n v i l l e  S t r e e t  Mall has  a small a m o h t  
* 

of j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  as do the  c l u b s  on Seymour, Howe and 

Hornby s t r e e t s .  Some o f  t h e  p r o s t i t u t e s  work t h e  ha rbour ,  

g a i n i n g  e n t r a n c e  o n t o  s h i p s  where t hey  f i n d  many customers .  

F r e q u e n t l y  a j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t e  w i l l  p i c k  up some fast  money by 

h i t c h h i k i n g  t o  s a l l c i t  cus tomers  and 'carry wt  &help s e r v f e e s  Art 

t h e  c a r .  ' F i n a l l y ,  l o w e s t  in s t a t u s  a r e  t h e  j u v e n i l e s  who p l y  

t h e i r  t r a d e  i n  t h e  s k i d  row a r e a  on H a s t i n g s  o r  Cordova s t r e e t s .  



I 

! 

I 

! 
, 

- - -  - - -  

P r i c e s  a r e  l owes t ,  cus tomers  are l i k e l y  down and o u t  and 

vio'Pence i s  o f t e n  a danger .  Y 

I Recent  media s t o r i e s  have r e p  t e d  a j u v e n i l e  male 
I 

homosexual p r o s t i t u t i o n  r i n g  l e d  by a mar r i ed  a d u l t  couple ,  and 

a d u l t s  coming i n t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  communities t o  l u r e  1 3  and 1 4  

y e a r  o l d  males  and females i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i n  t he  W'est End 
A 

(Vancouver Sun, May 31, 1977; Oct. 8, 1977) .  
I 

t E s t i m a t e s  from sou who have e i t h e r  been on t h e  s t r e e t  
I 

t hemse lves  o r  who have a n t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  s t r e e t  people  p l ace  1 
t h e  number of j u v e n i l e s  i nvo lved  i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n  a t  between 80 I 

i 
i 

and 100,  w i t h  an i n c r e a s e  d u r i n g  t h e  summer months. I t  i s  

' t hough t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  dlore g i r l s  than  boys invo lved  a t  t h i s  

p o i n t  b u t  ' t h a t  can f l u c t u a t e .  

The j u v e n i l e  p o l i c e  d i v i s i o n  working o u t  of t h e  M i n i s t r y  of  

Human Resources  o f f i c e  a t  52 Water S t r e e t  p icked up  2 ,231 

' j u v e n i l e s  who were 'hanging  o u t '  downtown a f t e r  hou r s  In t he  
> 

0 \ 

f i r s t  t en  months o f  1978. Seven hundred ( 3 1 % )  o f  t h e s e  were 

runaways who had t o  be s u p p o r t i n g  themse lves  i n  some way. 

S ix ty -one  j u v e n i l e s  were h o r n  t o  be a c t i v e l y  s o l i c i t i n g  on the  

s t r e e t s .  The number o f  j u v e n i l e s  picked up  f o r  be ing  on t h e  

s t r e e t *  a f t e r  curfew had i n c r e a s e d  by 37% from t h e  p r e v i o u s  year .  . ; 1 

The number o f  j u v e n i l e s  who admi t ted  t o  b e i n g  invo lved  i n  - 
8 i 

i c pr9s t i tu tTo-n  TncreaseCT By & O f  from me y e a r  m o e .  1 
These numbers c e r t a i n l y  sugges t  i n c r e a s i n g  problems i n  t h e  I 

a r e a  o f  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Some o f  t h e  j u v e n i l e s  a r e  



s u p p o r t i n g  t v m s e l v e s  whi le  t hey  a r e  runaways whiile . o t h e r s  a r e  
\ 

s u p p o r t i n g  a >imp. 
1 

While we know t h e  answer t o  the  q u e s t i o n  o f  ,where j u v e n i l e  
, 

p r o s i t i t u i o n  o c c u r s ,  t h e  most impor t an t  and v a l u a b l e  i n fo rma t ion  

i s  l a c k i n g .  What f a c t o r s  l e a d  a J u v e n i l e  i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n ?  What 
" -. . 

o t h e r  d e l i n q u e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  t hey  involved  i n ?  What a r e  t he  

s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  norms of  t h e  Vancouver j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  

l i f e ?  H b w  a r e  t h e y  d i f f e r e n t  from o t h e r  runaways who a r e  

v u l n e r a b l e  b u t  d o n ' t  e n t e r  i n t o  prostitution? These q u e s t i o n s  

a r e  a & t i v e l y  d e a l t  w i t h  in t h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  

A s  w e l l  a s  a  l a c k  o f  i n fo rma t ion  on t h e  problem of  j u v e n i l e  

p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  i n t e r v e n t i o n  and t r e a t m e n t  s t r a t e g i e s  a r e  

v i r t u a l l y  n o n - e x i s t a n t  i n  t he  l i t e r a t u r e .  Gray 1 1 9 7 2 )  s u g g e s t s  

t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  pe rhaps  o n l y  two p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  

i n t e r v e n t i o n .  Both a r i s e  o u t  of s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  o r  s o c i a l  
, - reinfor 'cernent t h e o r y .  F i r s t ,  t h e  p r o s t i t u t e  cou ld  form a  c l o s e ,  

% 

i n t i m a t e  a t t achmen t  t o  a conven t iona l  person who s t r o n g l y  

d i s a p p r o v e s  of t h e i r  involvement.  T h i s  i s  t h e  way o u t  f o r  many 

- p r o s t i t u t e s . '  Because o f  t h e  c l o s e d  s o c i a l  sys tem and few o u t s i d e  
1% - e_ .- 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  in t h e  l i v e s  of p r o s t i ' t u t e s  this a l t e r n a t i v e  i s  a, 

n o t  commonly adopted .  The s e c m d  p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  t h e  'removal of  

t he  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  engage i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  I n c a r c e r a t i o n  e x i s t s  
\ 

as  a p o s s i b i l i t y  w h i c h  way be a posl t t fve  n p e r f e n c e  f f  the - - 

j u v e n i l e  'develops  any impor t an t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  conven t iona l  

a d u l t s  (Gray ,  1 9 7 2 ) .  Since  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  seldom con t inue  



beyond i n c a r c e r a t i o n  though, t h e y  have l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on t h e  
3 

subsequent  r e  t u r n  t o  unconvent iona l  behaviou i n v e s t i g a t i o n  

o f  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t e s '  i n t e r v e n t i o n  h i s t o r i e s ,  compared t o  t he  

h i s t o r y  o f  e x - p r o s t i t u t e s ,  o r  p r o s t i t u t e ~ p r o n e ;  b u t  ' n o t  Fnvolved 

j u v e n i l e s ,  may r e v e a l  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n d i c a t i o n s  of how t o  a t t a i n  

t he  two t r e a t m e n t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  P reven t ion  s t r a t e g i e s  w i l l  a l s o  

be a p w r e n t  ' i f  p r e d i c t i v e  f a c t o r s  a r e  e v i d e n t  and t r e a t m e n t  

s t r a t e g i e s  emerge. I 

The n a t u r e  o f  t h e  problem o f  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  n e e d s  " 
- .  

c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  So l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  exis ts  c u r r e n t l y  

t h a t  i n i t i a l  s t u d i e s  w i l l  have t o  be broad a n d * e x p l o r a t o r y .  

Research  from o t h e r  ~ o r i h  American c i t i e s  can o u t l i n e  d i r e c t i o n s  
-% 
8 2.- 

112 

t o  i n i t i a t e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  l o c a l l y . ,  I 
I ,  

'% 

Psychoana ly t i c  Theory - 

E a r l y  t h e o r e t i c a l  approaches  t o  the  s t u d y  of  p r o s t i t u t i o n  

were p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  a n d r t h i s  view o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  t o  
s 

be popu la r  i n  t he  l i t e r a t u r e  (Agoston 1945; Ba rc l ay  and 

Gallemore,  9972;  Glover ,  1945; Greenwald 1970; Hol lender ,  1964) .  

'Most p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  s t u d i e s  a r e  based on small samples  which a r e  

g a t h e r e d  from t h e  a u t h o r ' s  c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e .  The rea th o f  9 
t h e s e  s t u d i e s  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  have focussed  on thpee  t y p e s  of 

problems': 

1. . t h e  causes  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  
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2 .  t h e  r a t e  o r  amount of p r o s t i t u t i o n  a;% 

3 .  t h e  r e a s o n s  f o r  a p a r t ' i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  
'i 

p r o s t i t u t i o n .  

Authors have used Freudian  t h e o r y  t o  answer each  of t h e s e  
L 

d i f f i c u l t  q u e s t i o n s .  Greenwaldl s The E l e g a n t  P r o s t i t u t e  : A -- a 

S o c i a l  and P s y c h ~ a n a l y t i c  Study i s  an example o f  t h i s  approach.  

This  a r e a  of  r e s e a r c h  h a s  been e x t e n s i v e  and i n  o r d e r  t o  

competen t ly  rev iew i t  t h e  r e a d e r  must f i r s t  g r a s p  t h e  b a s i c  

p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  p r i n c i p l e s  employed. 

P s y c h o a n a l y t i c  t h e o r y  d i v i d e s  i n f a n c y  through ado le scence  

i n t o  f i v e  s t a g e s .  Each s t a g e  has  a s s o c i a t e d  developmental  t a s k s  

which embody s o c i a l ,  p sycho log ica l  and p h y s i c a l  o b j e c t i v e s .  
/--- 

Freud gave e a c h  s t a g e  a  name which s i g n i f i e s  , w i t h  one 

e x c e p t i o n ,  t h e  body zone o f  prime a t t e n t i o n ;  o r a l ,  a n a l ,  

p h a l l i c ,  l a t e n c y  and g e n i t a l .  

Table  I i l l u m i n a t e s  t h e  f i v e  s t a g e s ,  c h r m o l o g i c a l  time o f  

l i f e  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  tasks ( p e r s o n a l  communication, D r .  James 

E. Marcia ,  1979) .  



Tab le  I 

Psychosexual  S t a g e s  of  Develbpmen t 

- ------- - ------ --- -- 

S t ~ e -  

o r a l  

Anal 

P h a l l i c  

( O e d i p a l )  

L a t e n t  

G e n i t a l  

Chronologica l  Age 

Toddler  

P lay  Age 

School Age 

Adolescense 

Psychosoc ia l  Stage 

Bas i c  T r u s t  

v s  M i s t r u s t  

- Autonomy 

V S  

Shame and Doubt 

I n i t i a t i v e  

V S  

G u i l t  

I n d u s t r y  

I n f e r i o r i t y  

Ego I d e n t i t y  

' I d e n t i t y  D i f f u s i o n  
% 

P s y c h o a n a l y t i c  t h e o r y  s t a t e s  t h a t  when t h e  p sycho log ica l  

t a s k  a t  one s t a g e  i s  n o t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  completed the  individual 

becomes f i x a t e d  a t  t h a t  stage.. H i s  body zone o f  i n t e r e s t  and 

a s s o c i a t e d  b e h a v i o r s  t a k e  on consc ious  and unconsc ious  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h a t  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  t a s k .  For  example assume a 
I 

p a r t i c u l a r  i n d i v i d u a l  d i d  n o t  succe ' s s fu l ly  l e a r n  t r u s t  as  an 



i n f a n t .  T h i s  may have been due t o  t h e  mother  n o t  f e e d i n g  the  

i n f a n t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  o r  r e g u l a r l y .  Tha t  m i s t r u s t  i s  now 

i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  I s  p e r sona l i t ' y .  H i s  subsequent  

- b e h a v i o r s  e i t h e r  d i s p l a y  o r  symbolize'  m i s t r u s t  and o r a l i  t y .  . . 
O r a l i t y  m a n i f e s t s  i t s e l f  i n  t a l k i n g  a  grea$ d e a l ,  smoking, 

d r i n k i n g  and e a t i n g .  M i s t r u s t  i s  seen most o f t e n  in avoidance o f  

emot iona l  c l o s e n e s s .  Normal p r o g r e s s i o n  h a s  been blocked and 

f ' ixa t ion  occu r s .  F i x a t i o n  o c c u r s  when, because o f -  f r u s t r a t i o n  a t  

one s t a g e ,  development t o  t he  n e x t  s t a g e  i s  t e m p o r a r i l y  o r  

permanent ly  s topped .  F i x a t i o n  i s  r a r e l y  complete .  I t s  usua l  
h 

outcome i s  t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  m a n i f e s t s  c e r t a i n  c h a r a c t e r  t r a i t s  

a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  s t a g e  a t  which f i x a t i o n  occured .  

Assoc i a t ed  wi th  t he  p h a l l i c  s t a g e  i s  F r e u d ' s  o e d i p a l  

c o n f l i c t .  The c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  complex i s  t h e  c h i l d ' s  i n c e s t u o u s  
i 

love  f o r  the, o p p o s i t e  sex p a r e n t .  The same sex p a r e n t  i s  

a n t a g o n i s t i c a l l y  viewed a s  t h e  major  o b s t a c l e  a g a i n s t  t he  c h i l d  

F u l l y  p o s s e s s i n g  t h e  o p p o s i t e  sex p a r e n t  who i s  t h e  o b j e c t  of 

h is ; /her  d e s i r e s .  Accompanying t h e s e  d e s i r e s  a r e  subsequent  

f e e l i n g s  of g u i l t  and a  f e a r  o f  r e j e c t i o n  by the  p a r e n t s .  A 

major  c o n f l i c t  e lP i s t s  between wanting t o  f u l l y  p o s s e s s  t he  

o p p o s i t e  sex - p a r e n t  b u t  n o t  wantlng t o  be r e j e c t e d .  The a n x i e t y  

of  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  c r e a t e s  t he  d e s i r e  in the, c h i l d  t o  r e s o l v e  t h e  

~ e d i p a l ~ c o n f l i c t  i f  a t  a l l  p o s s i b l e .  If t h e  c h i l d  i s  t o  

s u c c e s s f u l l y '  r e s o l v e  t h i s  c o n f l i c t  he/she w i l l  have t o  come t o  

two r e a l i z a t i o n s .  F i r s t  t h e  c h i l d  must r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  same sex 



I + 

p a r e n t  wh!b i s  in the way i s  s t r o n g e r  but ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  

compassionate. He w i l l  n o t  be a b l e ,  n o r  r i g h t f u l l y  nt t o ,  

remove t h a t  pa ren t .  Second, t h e  c h i l d  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  t4 same sex 

pa ren t  i s  loved by the  pa ren t  of  t h e i r  d e s i r e .  Hence 
I 

- s t a r t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  w i t h  and model the same sex p a r e n t  i n  
\ 

. p e r s o n a l i t y ,  mora l i ty ,  behavior  e t c .  

A c h i l d  may n o t  r e so lve  the  oed ipa l  c o n f l i c t  f o r  many 

reasons.  F i r s t l y  he may l i v e  with only one pa ren t .  Secondly the 
d 

same sex pa ren t  may n o t  be viewed t r u s t i n g l y  as a  compassionate , I 

person and the  c h i l d  may t r u l y  s t r u g g l e  t o  remove t h a t  pa ren t .  

Th i rd ly  t h e  oppos i te  sex pa ren t  may e x i b i t  inces tuous  f e e l i n g s  J, 

and behaviors  toward the  c h i l d .  In  the above s i t u a t i o n s  f i x a t i o n  

occurs  a t  the  oed ipa l  s t a g e  of development and a f f e c t s  

subsequent he te rosexua l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  The i r  he te rosexua l  

, r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  o f t e n  considered a  competi t ion a g a i n s t  same I 

sex persons  t o  conquer oppos i te  sex persons.  F reud ' s  prognosis  
i 
i 
i 
Q 

I 

f o r  these  people i s  t h a t  they w i l l  cont inue  t h i s  way of r 6 l a t i n g  i 
1 

$ from the  childhood p h a l l i c  s t a g e  on through l i f e .  - i 

Disturbances  dur ing  o r a l ,  a n a l  and e s p e c i a l l y  p h a l l i c  

s t a g e s  of Freudian psychosexual s t a g e s  a r e  c i t e d  theore  
, rally> 

and i n  case s t u d i e s  i n  the l i t e r a t u r e  on p r o s t i t u t i o n .  These 
I 

i 
d i s t u r b a n c e s  bear  upon the  pe r sona l ,  e x i s  t e n t  i a l  and s o c i a l  - 

S 

realms of the  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  l i f e .  

Agoston ( 1 9 4 5 )  d e s c r i b e s  unresolved oed ipa l  c o n f l i c t s  in 

t h e  l w e s  of p r o s t i t u t e s  who have undergone psychoanalysis .  The 
L 



- 

s t o c i e s  p r o s t i t u t e s  t e l l  o f  themse lves  i n c o r p o r a t e  a 

r ep re sen  t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  oed ipus  complex. P r o s t i t u t e s  of  t e n  

f a n t a s i z e  s t o r i e s  o f  a  h e r o i c  f a t h e r  and a r e  j e c t l n g  mother who 

c a s t  them o u t ,  f o r c i n g  them i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Agoston f u r t h e r  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  u n r e s o l v e d  oed ipus  complex i s  

t h e  b e h a v i o r s  in t h e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  b u s i n e s s :  s h e  

e v e r y  man i s  a s s i g n e d  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h e  p r o v i d e r ,  

t a k e s  vengeance on e v e r y  good woman by s t e a l i n g  

e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  

g e t s  e v e r y  man; 

t h e  f a t h e r ;  she  

h e r  man; she i s  

p a s s i v e l y  i nvo lved  i n  t h e  a c t  by b e i n g  devbid  of  f e e l i n g s .  

Agoston proceeds  t o  show t h a t  t h e  r o o t ' o f  such  o e d i p a l  behav io r  - 
B 

i s  t h e  i n c e s t u o u s  l o v e  f o r  one p a r e n t  and t h e  h o s t i l i t y  towards 

t h e  o t h e r  paren't. Accompanying t h e s e  f e e l i n g s  a r e  f e e l i n g s  of 

g u i l t  and f e a r  o f  r e  j e c t i o n / c a s t r a t i o n  by t h e  p a r e n t s .  R e j e c t i o n  

i s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  q u a l i t y  o f  t h e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  c a s t r a t i o n d f e a r .  I t  

i s  Agos ton ' s expe r i ence  t h a t  p r o s t i t u t e s  i n  p s y c h o a n a l y s i s  

s u f f e r e d  t h e  t h r e a t  of be ing  c a s t r a t e d  from f a m i l y ,  s o c i e t y  and 

e x i s t e n c e  f o r  be ing  bad. B e n e f i t s  of p a r e n t a l  l o v e  hav ing  been 

w i t h h e l d  d u r i n g  ch i ldhood ,  t h e  p r o s t i t u t e  e x p e r i e n c e s  tremendous 

f e a r  conce rn ing  h e r  a b i l i t y  t o  a t ta in  l o v e  e l s ewhere  In h e r  

environment .  T h i s  r e s u l t s  in t h e  p r o s t i t u t e  o p t i n g  f o r  money and 
. . 

s e x u a l i t y  a s  a d i s g u i s e d ,  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  l o v e .  

In an a r t i c l e  based upon two p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  h i s t o r i e s  In 

r e sponse  t o  Agos tan s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  0% the o e d i p a l  

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  of  p r o s t i t u t e  behavior ,  Ho l l ende r  (1964, p. 406) w 
! 

s t a t e s  t h a t  "behavior  i s  i n t e r p r e t e d  i n  t h i s  way by o u t s i d e  



o b s e r v e r s  much as meaning i s  r ead  i n t o  r e a c t i o n s  o f  i n f a n t s . "  

Ho l l ende r  on t h e  o t h e r  hand i n t e r p r e t s  t h e s e  same b e h a v i o r s  as a 

response  t o  d e p r i v a t i o n - o f  a  m o t h e r ' s  l ove .  ~ i j t r u s t  due t o  
Col 

$ a r e n t a l  r e j e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  in an avoidance 
kt  

c l o s e n e s s .  Hence p r o s t i t u t i o n  becomes a  non - p e r s o n a l  means of 

a c h i e v i n g  c l o s e n e s s ,  n u t u r a n c e  and h o l d i n g  because t h e  body i s  

r e l a t e d  t o  as an o b j e c t ,  and t h e  sex a c t  as an e x p l o i t a t i o n  of  

t h e  male f o r  money. S ince  t h e r e  i s  n o  emot iona l  involvement  

t h e r e  i s  n o  fear o f  r e j e c t i o n .  

Ba rc l ay  and Gallemore (1972 ) deve lop  a t h e o r e t i c a l '  model 

L3 based upon the  p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  h i s t o r y  o f  a  r n u l t i ~ p r o b l e m  fami ly .  

In t h i s  case  s t u d y  a p e r v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  mo the r - ch i ld  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

was n o t e d .  P a r e n t s  r e v e r s e d  r o l e s  w i th  c h i l d r e n  and e x p l o i t e d  , 

t h e  l o v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  The e x p l o i t a t i o n  in e a r l y  ch i ldhood  was 

u n r e p o r t e d  b u t  w.as ev idenced  d u r i n g  the  d a u g h t e r s  a d o l e s c e n t  

y e a r s  when she and t h e  mother p r o s t i t u t e d  themse lves  f o r  t h e  

f a m i l y ' s  economic w e l l l b e i n g .  E x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  mo the r - ch i ld  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  p o s i t e d  by Barc lay  and Gallemore as t h e  b a s i s  of 

t h e  p r o s t i t u t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  t h i s  f ami ly .  The re fo re  t hey  
'> 

t h e o r i z e  t h a t  t h i s  t y p e  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  based upon bo th  e a r l y  
i 

ch i ldhood  development and l a t e r  env i ronmen ta l  f a c t o r s .  
i 

Seen i n  a p s y c h o a n a l y t i c  frame of r e f e r e n c e  e a r l y  ch i ldhood  i 
1: 
t 

e x p e r i e n c e s  can be s j ~ c i f i c a l l y  assodated  p r o s t L U L e n  3s t 
ado le scence .  Another t h e o r y  however has  a t t r a c t e d  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  

as i t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  deve lop ing .  
.5 



cs" 
Soc ia l  -- Contro l  -- and S o c i a l  ~ e i n f o r c e m e n  t - 

This  s e c t i o n  p r e s e n t s  a s e q u e n t i a l  model of  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  I 

The n a t u r e  of a  s e q u e n t i a l  model i s  a  success ion  o  

o c c u r k g  i n  a  p e r s o n ' s  l i f e ,  one even t  a  p re - requ  

n e x t ,  l ead ing*  t o  t h e i r  adopt ion of unconvent ioncl  behaviors  and 

a t t i t u d e s .  The i n t e r a c t i o n  of  many e v e n t s  o r  a c t o r s ,  n o t  any 

sWgleTeven t  o r  person a s  in psychoanaly t ic  theory ,  p l a c e s  the  

juveni le  _ a t ; r i s k f  t o  become involved i n  deviance such' a s  
T 

p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Cer ta in  o t h e r  e v e n t s  l e a d  t o  the  ac tua1"en t rance  
L! 

i n t o  and maintenance of p r o s t i t u t i o n .  

Recent r e s e a r c h  (Gray, 1972; Levens and Rowe, 1979) has  

i d e n t i f i e d  the  fo l lowing c m d i  t i o n s  in  t h e  s ' equent ia l  model 
a 

juvenile, p r o s t i t u t i o n  : 

Predispos ing  ' ~ t * ~ i s k [  Condit ions F a c t o r s  t h a t  p lace  the 
I '* &@-- 

c h i l d  a t  r i s k  t o  l a t e r  involvement i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  They can 

be d i ~ i d e d  i h t o  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  c o n d i t i o n s  (which inc ludes  

fami ly '  and cohmuni ty  f a c t o r s )  t h a t  re l inqueshks  t h e  c h i l d ' s  
T 

connect ion t o  oonvent ional  s o c i e t y ,  and a t t i t u d e  -- toward 

self i n c l u d i n g  s e l f h p e r c e p t i o n  and mot iva t ions  of the  A, 

c h i l d .  

the  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  These a r e c  the  f a c t o r s  t h a t  . 

make the  c o n t a c t  wi th  the  world of p r o s t i t u t i o n  p o s s i b l e  and 



r e i n f o r c e  i t .  
a 

3 .  Maintenance Condi t ions    actors which pe rpe tua te  the  
6 ,  

j u v e n i l e  's involvement in p r o s t i t u t i o n  o r  te rminate  S t .  ~ b t h  

'Turning Out'  and 'Maintenancet Condit ions a r e  dimensions 

-& d e a l t  w i t h  a y - S o c i a l  Reinforcement theory .  
- I 

-;*- @ * 

P r e d i s p o s i n g  ' At-Risk' Condi t ions  ., 

7 The f i r s t  s e t  of ' f a c t o r s  in t h i s  group of  c o n d i t i o n s  ' 

b o n s i s t s  of fami ly  f a c t o r s .  S o c i a l  c o n t r o l  thedry  ' (Hirsh i ,  1969)  

p o s i t s  t h a t  d e v i a n t  behavior  occurs  when onekts  bond wi th  s o c i e t y  

i s  weakened o r  broken. Th i s  bond impl ies  a b e l i e f  in the  r u l e s  

of t h e  . s o c i e t y  and a  f e a r  in the consequences f o r  breaking  t h e  

r u l e s .  Involvement i n  c o n v e n t i o n i l  a c t i v i t i e s  and a concern ,  f o r  
Y 

4 t h e  o p i n i o n s  of o t h e r s  a r e  consequent t o  the  bond with s o c i e t y .  

Inadequate  f a m i l y  t i e s  a r e  one component o f  tenuous bonds t o  

conven t iona l  s o c i e t y .  . - 

\ ~ h e i e  is subg t a n t i a l  evidence t h a t  ' j uven i l e  p r o s t i t u t e s  , 

come from poor  fami ly  environments. Family r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a r e  

marred by p a r e n t a l  s e p e r a t i o n ,  a lcohol ism,  phys ica l  'abuse and 

. n e g l e c t ,  s e x u a l  abuse,  emotional  d e p r i v a t i o n ,  e  t c .  ; 
, 

Greenwald (1969) found t h a t  l a c k  of p a r e n t a l  t i e s  caused 

from marital s t r i f e  and broken homes coupled w i t b e a r l y ,  
- - -- - - 

rewarded s e x u a l  exper ienqes  predisposed h i s  s u b j e c t s  t o  

p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Deisher ,  E i sne r  and Sulzbacher (1969)  found t h a t  



of 63  young male prostitutes ' in terv iewed i n  S e a t t l e  27% l e f t  

home when the ' i r  p a r e n t s  sepe ra ted  and a n o t h e r  17% l e f t  when they 
! 

weren ' t  g e t t i n g ' a l o n g  wi th  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  
I 

Gray's  (1972) studay of 17 female pros ' t i tut .es in S e a t t l e  

found t h a t  most o f  the: g i r l s  came from hoAes broken by 
' z  L 

s e p e r a t i o n  o r  ~ $ e ~ ~ _ e - 5 - . , - R e l a t i o n s h i p s  aJ,home tended t o  be very - --- 
r+. ~ 

p d ~ r .  p a r e n t s  f a i l e d  toqprovi$e a  number o f  s t a b i l i z i n g  
e -3 , 

funoetions$-such , a s  superv i s ion ,  communication p a t t e r n s ,  p o s l t i v e  . 
2 - e ? - T $  - 

:- * 

s o c i a l  r e i$orcements  o r  a f f e c t i o n .  L 
L 

%a C 1 ,  

James, as repor ted  i n  Levens ah&\~owe (1979) conducted a  , 
\\ 

s tudy  from 1970-75 of 20  female a d o l e s  3 n t  and 208 a d u l t  & 

3 B * .  

p r o s t i t u t e s .  She n o t e s  t h a t  a  l a c k  of ' pa ren ta l  g u i d h c e  i n  

sexua l  m a t t e r s  i s  b u t  one a s p g c t  of the g e n e r a l  weakness. of the  
\ 

barent?chi)d r e l a t i o n s h i p  t y p i c a l  of  many She . 3 

, f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  ??whether the  ' ha ren t -ch i ld  r e l a t J o n s h i p  i s  

marked b y  simple n e g l e c t ,  by absence ( o f  one p a r e n t a l  f i g u r e )  o r  
4 

by o u t r i g h t  p s y c h o l o ~ i c a l  o r  phy-sical gbuse, t h e  

c h i l d  i s  g e n e r a l l y  considered t o  be a l i e n a t i o n  from t h e  p a r e n t s  
1 

a'nd a  consequent i n a b i l i t y  - t h e  s e v e r i t y  of which depends an 

the  c i rcumstances  r ' t o  adequate ly  social ' ize  ' t he  cmven t iona l '  ~~ 

mores of ' r e s p e c t a b l e 1  soc ie ty" .  I .  

ff-' Information about  t h e  family backgrounds of juven i l e  

p r o s t i t u t e s  in Vancower comes from t h r e e  ' s t u d i e s p c i t e d  i n  a - 
r e p o r t  by Bruce Levens an,d Wendy Rowe(1979) f o r  a B.C. agency 

," - c a l l e d  ~ a k i n g  Respon,sible A c t i m  f o r  c h i l d r e n  and Youth 



(T.R.A.C.Y. ). One o f  t h e s e  s t u d i e s  was by J e f f r e y  Compos i n  1978 

on 30 male p r o s t i t u t e s ,  1 3  of  whom were under  16  y e a r s  o l d ;  one 
I 

was a s t u d y  by Monica Layton i n  1975 on 100 female  p r o s t i t u t e s  

o f  which 37 were j u v e n i l e s  o r  j u v e n i l e s  when t h e y  f i r s t  engaged 

i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n ;  and t h e  t h i r d  was a s t u d y  by t h e  Reach 

Community H e a l t h  Cen t r e  (REACH) i n t e r v i e w i n g  28 boys and g i r l s  

a t  t h e  J u v e n i l e  De ten t ion  Cen t r e  in  1973-74, seven f e G a l e s  o f  

whom spon taneous ly  s t a t e d  t h e y  engaged i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  

Compos' s t u d y  r e v e a l s  t h a t  o f  t h e  1 3  J u v e n i l e s  inkerviewed 
I 

7  r e p o r t e d  f a m i l y  s e p e r a t i o n ,  2 r e p o r t e d  p a r e n t s  s t i l l  t o g e t h e r  

and 4 d i d  n o t  respond.  The Layton s t u d y  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t -  50% o f  

t h e  g i r l s  had d i s r u p t e d  f a m i l i e s  due t o  s e p e r a t i o n ,  d i v o r c e  o r  
\ 

absence,.  Approximately half t h e  g i r l s  had been r a i s e d   art of  

t h e  t ime i n  f o s t e r  homes. The REACH s t u d y  t e s t i f i e s  f u r t h e r  t o  

t h e  tendency of  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t e s  t o  come* from s e p e r a t e d  

homes. O f  t h e  seven who were p r o s t i t u t e s  2 g i r l s  had b o t h  
3 

' 1 
? 

p a r e n t s  dead and were b'eing r a i s e d  by r e l a t i v e s ,  2 g i r l s  had 

d ivo rced  p a r e n t s  w i t h  t h e  cus tod ian  p a r e n t  a l c o h o l i c ,  one g i r l  

had bo th  p a r e n t s  a l c o h o l i c  and one g i r l  was adopted .  Only one i 

g i r l  r e p o r t e d  hav ing  come from a good home. S ix  o f  t h e  7  
3 

, j u v e n i l e s  had been i n  g roup  homes o r  had runaway b e f o r e  12  y e a r s  
! 

o f  age. The T.R.A.C.Y. r e p o r t  c o n t a i n s  i n fo rma t ion  on 4 boys and - - i 
r" 1 g i r l  who had engaged i n  pros t i tutd-on- A l l  had absentee *r A - 

h o s t i l e  f a t h e r s ,  a l l  had o v e r l y  pe rmis s ive  mothers  and a l l  5  , f 

y o u t h s  had been removed from t h e i r  n a t u r a l  homes be fo re  11 y e a r s -  
d 
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of  age .  
f 

The l i t e r a t u r e  c l e a r l y  o u t l i n e s  t h a t  many J u v e n i l e s  who 

t u r n  t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n  have expe r i enced  s e x u a l  moles ta ' t ion,  o f t e n  

an i n c e s t u o u s  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I n c e s t u o u s  s e x u a l  abuse f u r t h e r  

r e l i n q u e s h e s  t h e  bond t o  fami% and c o n v e n t i o n a l  s o c i e t y .  
4, 

James found t h a t  of h e r  S e a t t l e  sample o f  136 p r o s t i t u t e s  

46% r e p o r t e d  t h a t  an o l d e r  a d u l t  had a t t empted  t o  s e x u a l l y  

m o l e s t  them a t  an e a r l y  age ,  w i t h  37% be ing  i n c e s t u o u s  a d u l t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  O f  h e r  sample of 20 a d o l e g c e n t  p r o s t i t u t e s  65% 
I 

r e p o r t e d  hav ing  a f o r c e d  bad s e x u a l  e x p e r i e n c e  be fo re  1 5  y e a r s  
8 

o f  age .  Most of t h e  time i t  involved  t h e i r  f a t h e r  o r  o t h e r  

r e l a t i v e s .  I n  h e r  op-going s t u d y  (1978) ,  as r e p o r t e d  by Levens & 

h Rowe (19791, w i t h  200 a d o l e s c e n t  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  t he  S e a t t l e  
\ 

a r e a ,  James p r e d i c t s  t h a t  30'50% of  the  g i r l s  have been involved  

i n  i n c e s t u o u s  s e x u a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

The T . R . A . C . Y .  r e p o r t  (1979) based B i m i l a r  f i n d i n g s  ,on 

i n t e r v i e w s  wi th  s o c i a l  workers and w i t h  4 j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t e s . .  
.85v 

The s o c i a l  workers found t h a t  'mos t '  of the j u v e n i l e  p r d < t i t u t e s  

t hey  hadhbeen i n  c o n t a c t  w i t h  had been s e x u a l l y  moles ted  by a  

f a m i l y  member o r  f a m i l y  f r i e n d .  P e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  3 male 

j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t e s  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  one had been seduced by a 

f r i e n d  o f  h i s  o l d e r  b r o t h e r  a t  age 12 ,  one had been seduced by a 

f r f e n d  of  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  a t  -age 8 and t h e  o t h e r  was seduced by an 

a d u l t  cous in  a t  11 y e a r s  of  age .  The f o u r t h  p a r t i c i p a n t ,  a 15  

y e a r  o l d  g i r l  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  h e r  f i r s t  s e x u a l  expe r i ence  was wi th  
\ 



a male cousin a t  10 y e a r s  of age. 

These f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  sexual  moles ta t ion ,  e x p e c i a l l y  

inces tuous  r e l a t i o n s  i s  common in  the  e a r l y  l i f e  o f  the  juveni le  

p r o s t i t u t e .  Frequent ly  t h i s  e a r l y  sexual  exper ience  i s  n e g a t i v e .  

Soc ia l  c o n t r o l  theory  p o s i t s  t h a t  such experLence l i m i t s  t he  

bonds with convent ional  s o c i e t y  e n s u r i n g  t h e  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  of 

the  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  a  non~conven '2 icnal  way of l i f e .  

Community f a c t o r s  make up the second group of predispos ing  

' a t b r i s k '  cond i t ions .  Evidence e x i s t s  t h a t  in a d d i t i o n  t o  

u n s t a b l e  fami ly  environments,  t h e  schools ,  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  
! 

agenc ies ,  employers,  p o l i t i c i a n s  and neighbours  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  

the  process  of a  y o u t h ' s  en t rance  i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  A s  more 

convent ional  s o c i e t y  bonds a r e  weakened the j u v e n i l e s  have n o  

a l t e r n a t i v e s  excep t  t o  move towards an unconvent ional  subcu l tu re  
i 

4 - 

f o r  acceptance.  
t - 

Deisher e t  a1 ( 1 9 6 9 )  found i n  t h e i r  s tudy of 63 young male # g 
& 

-e 1 

4. 
p r o s t i b u t e s  i n  S e a t t l e  t h a t  over  h a l f  had n o t  co-mpleted high : 

. 3  .t - 5 i7FJ , 
1 

school  and a  q u a r t e r  had l e s s  than grade 10  educat ion .  Seventy 

pe rcen t  of them were n o t  working a t  convent ional  jobs and a  few 

had n e v e r  worked a t  a  ' s t r a i g h t '  job. 

Gray (1972) r e p o r t s  t h a t  due t o  exper iences  of academic 

f a i l u r e ,  those  g i r l s  dropped o u t  of school .  T i e s  t o  school were 

broken before  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Eleven of the  1 7  

a d o l e s c e n t  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  he r  s tudy had p r i o r  exper ience  in  

l e g i t i m a t e  jobs t h a t  were n o t  very rewarding f i n a n c i a l l y .  None 



o f  t h e  g i r l s  r e p o r t e d  s t e a d y  b o y f r i e n d s  n o r  d i d  t hey  have 

c o n v e n t i o n a l  a s p i r a t i o n s  o f  becoming a  w i fe  and mother. Gray 

cmc-l,udes t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  b reak ing  ( o r  l a c k )  of  t i e s  wi th  t h e  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  s o c i a l  o r d e r  as a r e s u l t  of s o c i a l  and emot iona l  

d e p r i v a t i o n  i n  t h e i r  f a m i l y  l i f e ,  of  academic f a i l u r e  and 

f r u s t r a t > o n  a t  s choo l ,  and boredom and d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  wi th  t h e  

world  o f  l e g i t i m a t e  work, , 

The T.R.A.C,Y. r e p o r t  concludes  w i th  a concensus  among 

i h t e r v i e w e e s  t h a t  'mos t '  o f  t h e  j u v e n i l e s  who end up  

p r o s t i t u t i n g  have t r o u b l e  coping wi th  s c h o o l .  
< 

The Layton s t u d y  found t h a t  o f  t h e  2 6  female  j u v e n i l e  

p r o s t i t u t e s  50% had l e s s  than grade  8, 2 7 %  had g r a d e  9 and the  

res t  had e i t h e r  g rade  1 0  o r  11. I n  t h e  REACH s t u d y  a l l  6 g i r l s  

had schoo l  problems and 5 of them had l e s s  than a grade  7 

I e d u c a t i o n .  O f  the  13 male j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  Compos' s tudy  

9 had dropped o u t  of+ schoo l  by grade  8. Compos ,Pound t h a t  11 of  
G, ."* 7 

1 

t h e  13 had n e v e r  been employed a t  a l e g i t i m a t e  5 o b .  The o n l y  

' means of e a r n i n g  money o t h e r  than p r o s t i t u t i o n  f o r  t h e s e  

a d o l e s c e n t s  was from s e l l i n g  i l l i c i t  d rugs .  

The T.R. A .  C.  Y .  r e p o r t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e s e  Vancouver 

youths  have had l o n g  h i s t o r i e s  bf w i th  s o c i a l  
-- - A- __-____ - 

s e r v i c e  a g e n c i e s .  The p r a c t i c e  o f  t a k i n g  c h i l d r e n  o u t  of an 

a b u s i v e  hopme environment  and then  moving them through  v a r i o u s  

homes and i n s t i t u t i o n s  may o n l y  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e  l a c k  of t i e s  wi th  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  s o c i e t y .  



S o c i a l  s e r v i c e  a g e n c i e s  have a mandate t o  o f f e r  

i n t e r v e n t i o n  i r l  t h e  l i v e s  of  c h i l d r e n  i d e n t i f i e d  t o  be l a t c r i s k '  

i n  development of  s o c i a l  o r  emot iona l  problems.  I n  c a s e s  where a 
1 

c h i l d  p r o t e c t i o n  law. has  been cont ravened ,  e i t h e r  n e g l e c t  o r  

abuse by p a r e n t s  o r  a  de l inquency  by t h e  ch i ' ld ,  t h e  c o u r t  can 

o r d e r  a s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  a g e n c y ' s  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  The T.R.A.C.Y. 

r e p o r t  found from i n t e r v i e w s  wi th  3 j u v e n i l e s  l i v i n g  on the  

s t r e e t ,  two i n  g roup  homes and one apprehended by p ~ l i c e  t h a t  

t h e  two j u v e n i l e s  i n  group homes and one o f  t he  s t r e e t  k i d s  had 

had c o n s i d e r a b l e  involvement  wi th  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  a g e n c i e s .  The 

o t h e r  t h r e e  r e p o r t e d  n o  p r e v i o u s  c o n t a c t  w i t h  any agenc ie s .  The 

summary of the  T. R .  A.  C.Y. r e p o r t  i s  t h a t  t he  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  had 

no  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t s  and may have a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e  senhe of 

a l i e n a t i o n ,  low s e l f  -worth and r e j e c t i o n  t h a t  t hose  c h i l d r e n  

f e e  1. 

In summary i t  appea r s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a p r o c e s s  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  
" P.. 

from t h e  community i n  t h e  e a r l y  l i v e s  of  p r o s t i t u t e s .  Acadefiic, 

s o c i a l  and employment' c i r cums tances  a r e  gene r a l l y  

n a n ~ s u c c e s s f u ~ .  The l a c k  of  s u c c e s s  in t h e s e  conventional .  

a s p e c t s  of t h e  y o u t h ' s  l i v e s  a c c e l e r a t e s  t h e i r  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  a 
" d e v i a n t  l i f e  : s t y l e .  -; P ,  Ti J e 

%? - 

The t h i r d  s e t  of  f a c t o r s  of p r e d i s p o s i n g  ' a t c r i s k l  

c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  a t t i t u d e s  toward -- s e l f .  There  have been many 

s t u d i e s  of  t h e  c o r r e l a t i o n  be tween s e l f  -concept  and de l inquency .  

The r e s u l t s  a r e  u s u a l l y  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  d e l i n q u e n t s  hav ing  a low 



s e l f - c o n c e p t .  Low s e l f - c o n c e p t  has  been a s s o c i a t e d  with being 
I 

l a b e l l e d  ' d e l i n q u e n t  ' and w i t h  t h e  corresponding nega t ive  
\ 

s o c i e t a l  i m p l i c a t i o n s  of t h i s  l a b e l l i n g  (Kaplan, 1975). The 

i n d i v i d u a l  i s  a l s o  excluded from 'normal ized1 s o c i e t y  where most 
I 

s o c i a l  r e i n f o r c e r s  whrdch enhance s e l f - e s t e e m  e x i s t .  The ques t ion  

a r i s e s ,  however t h a t  i f  s o c i a l  r e i n f o r c e r s  enhance s e l f ~ e s t e e m ,  

do d e v i a n t  group s o c i a l - r e i n f o r c e r s ,  such a s  group i d e n t i t y ,  and 

m a t e r i a l  r e i n f o r c e r s ,  such a s  money, enhance the esteem of a 

de l inquen t  involved i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n  beyond the low s e l f  -esteem 

l e v e l  of  a  d e l i n q u e n t  n o t  belonging t o  a  dev ian t  group? 

Kaplan (1975)  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h i s  would be the case .  His 

theory  i s  t h a t  se l f - e s t eem i s  lowest  in  the i n d i v i d u a l  who i s  

n o t  r e c e i v i n g  e i t h e r  'nosrial'' s o c i a l  r e i n f o r c e r s  nor  dev ian t  

s o c i a l  r e i n f o r c e r s .  ~ h i i  c r e a t e s  a  tendency f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  who 

do n o t  f o r s e e  any v i a b l e  means of r e c e i v i n g  'normal '  s o c i a l  

r e i n f o r c e r s  t o  join a  dev ian t  group. 

Haskel l  and Yablonsky ( 1 9 7 4 )  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  se l fhes teem 

would be correspondingly lower the more dev ian t  a  juven i l e  

becomes and i s  t h u s l y  labe l led ' .  A j u v e n i l e ' s  se l f - concep t  i s  

l a r g e l y  a  r e f l e c t i o n  of the  images o t h e r s  have and t h e  l a b e l s %  

they apply.  Socie ty  views a  juveni le  who i s ' p r o s t i t u t i n g  with 

more d i s d a i n  and a s  a more severe  problem than a  juven'ile who i s  

merely running away from home. Therefore the  p r o s t i t u t i n g  

juveni le  would have a  lower se l feconcep t .  



The l a c k  o f  a v a i l a b l e  s o c i a l  r e i n f o r c e r s  t o  a j u v e n i l e  i s  a 

major  f a c t o r  in de t e rmin ing  low s e l f - e s t e e m .  As a j u v e n i l e  l o o k s  

f o r  d e v i a n t  groups t o  p rov idd  s o c i a l  r e i n f o r c e r s ,  s o c i e t y  

f u r t h e r  a p p l i e s  n e g a t i v e  l a b e l s  t o  t h e  j u v e n i l e .  The i s s u e  of . 
whether  t h e  d e v i a n t  g roupLsoc ia1  r e i n f o r c e r s  enhance s e l f - e s t e e m  

beyond t h e  d e p r e c a t o r y  s e l f  l a b e l s  of s o c i e t y  w i l l  be e x p l o r e d  

i n  . t h i s  s tudy .  However i t  i s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d  (Kaplan 1975) 

t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  t h a t  l e a d s  up t o  t he  j o i n i n g  of a d e v i a n t  g roup  

i s  h i g h l y  c o r r e l a t e d  t o  low s e l f - e s t e e m .  T h i s  s t u d y  w i l l  adop t  

Kap lan ' s  h y p o t h e s i s  as t h e  more compel l ing  one. 

Turn ing  Out Cond i t i ons  

S o c i a l  c o p t r o l  f a c t o r s  of t h e  , fami ly  and commun'ity have 

been c l a r i f i e d  as p r e d i s p o s i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  j u v e n i l e  

p r o s t i t u t i o n .  S e l f  -concept  has  a l s o  been i d e n t i f  l e d  a s  a 

' s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a b l e  i n  t h e  l i f e  o f  an ' a t * r i s k l  j u v e n i l e .  

However t h e s e  f a c t o r s ' a l o n e  do n o t  comple te ly  account  f o r  a 

j u v e n i l e ' s  e n t r a n c e  in to*  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Many you ths  who s h a r e  t he  

same background do n o t  become teenage  p r o s t 4 t u t e s .  There  a r e  

o t h e r  f a c t o r s  which i n t r o d u c e  a j u v e n i l e  t o  t h e  l i f e  o f  

p r o s t i t u t i o n  and i n f l u e n c e  them t o  e n t e r  I n t o  i$. These f a c t o r s  - 
I 

which i n t r e d u s e  a J u v e n i l e  in tu  p r o s t i t u t i o r z  are based i n  s o c i a l  I 

f -  
i 

r e in fo rcemen t  t heo ry .  .This  t h e o r y  p o s i  h a t  Inadequa te  s o c i a l  € 

i 
d 

r e i n fo rcemen t  f o r  c o n v f n t i o n a l  behav io r  l e a d s  t o  a tendency f o r  



t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  m a K e  a  commitment t o  unconven t iona l  behavior .  

Thus t h e  p r o s t i t u t e  s e e k s  th rough  uncbnven t iona l  b e h a v i o r s  t h e  - d , 
s o c i a l  r e in fo rcemen t  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  i n  o t h e r  realms of l i f e .  

Given t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  l a c k s  a commitment t o  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

v a l u e s ,  c e r t a i n  f a c t o r s  must s e q u e n t i a l l y  f o l l o w  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  

p r o b a b i l i t y  . t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  w i l l  e n t e r '  i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  

I n i 4 i a l l y  t h e  j u v e n i l e  must know t h a t  p r o s t i t u t i o n  e x i s t s  as an 

a l t e r n a t i v e  l i f e r 7 s t y l e :  He/she g a i n s  t h i s  knowledge %from 

c o n v e r s a t i o n  wi th  f a m i l y  members, f r i e n d s  and a c q u a i n t a n c e s .  
. , - _ 

C 

Gray ' s  s t u d y  fotmd .ghg?$ alg:tbe g i r l s  i n t i m a t e l y  &ew someone 
i - 

-, 

' I nvo lved  i n  r o s t i t u t i o n  befor&9they '$urned*out1 .  For. seven 
1 .  

g i r l s  i t  was a  r e l a t i v e  a n d ' f o r  the o t h e r  t e n  i t  was. a f r i e n d .  

The f r i e n d  o r  r e l a t i v e  n o t  on ly  i n t r o d u c e s  p r o s t i t u t i o n  as  an 

a l t e h a t i v e  b u t  s o c i a l i z e s  t h e  youth  as w e l l ,  p r o v i d i n g  adv ice  
L 

and s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e i r  i n i t i a l  expe r i ence  ' . 
The T.R.A.C.Y. r e p o r t  f i n d i n g s  i n d i c a t e  t he  dame p roaes s .  

Near ly  a l l  t h e  j u v e n i l e s  i n t e rv i ewed  s a i d  t h a t  a p r o s t i t u t e  

f r i e n d  had he lped  them e n t e r  i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  I t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  

t he  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  l e a r n  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  a p r e - r e q u i s i t e  t o  

' t u r n i n g i o u t '  and t h a t  i f  a youth  who has  few t i e s  t o  

c o n v e n t i o n a l  s o c i e t y ,  i s  b e f r i e n d e d  by someone in t h e  p r o s t i t u t e  

l i f e - s t y l e  they  are h i g h l y  ' a t - r i s k t  . 
The major  f a c t o r  which immediate ly  p recedes  ' t u r n i n g - o u t '  

i s  t h e  n e e d  f o r  money and hav ing  n g  c o n v e n t i o n a l  means of  

s u p p o r t .  I n  Gray ' s  s tudy  most o f  t he  g i r l s  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  



-,' om home o r  an i n b t i t u t i o n  a t  the time o'f t h  were runaways f P  

f i r s t .  p r o s t i t u t i o n *  S i m i l a r l y  T. R*. A .  C. Y .  i n t e r v i e w s  wi th  p o l i c e  

d. 

and youth worker , . i n d i c a t e  that In Bancouve r runaways i n  need of 

a l i v i n g  ar range  merit and money tu rn  t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Runaways i n  

Vancouver were r , p r t e d l y  r e c r u i t e d  by pimps when t h e y  a r e  f i r s t  

on t h e  s t r e e t .  

Other f a c t o r  s repor ted  i n  the  Gray .and T.R.A.C.Y. s t u d i e s  

t h a t  l e6d  t o  a  youth ' t u m i n g ~ o u t '  a r e  c u r i o s i t y  and t h e  d e s i r e  

t o  r e b e l  by c a r r y  i n g  on unconvent ional  a c t i v i t i e s .  Th i s  impulse 

t o  r e b e l  can be seen as an ~ d v e n t u r o u s  ex tens ion  of  the  

' away from home o r  i n s t i t u t i o n .  r e b e l l i o u s  running 
e I 

Maintenance conditions e 

T h i s  s t a g e  of t h e  juven i l e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  l i f e  i s  a l s o  

d i c t a t e d  by s o c i a  1 reinforcement  theory.  There a r e  many s o c i a l  

r e i n f o r c e r s  f o r ,  the  youth i n  ' t h e  l i f e ' .  The T.R.A.C.Y. r e p o r t  

i n d i c a t e s  . that  t h  e  youths interviewed had a number o f  s o c i a l  
* 

r e i n f o r c e r s  which P rompted them t o  remain in ' t h e  l i f e 1 .  

P r i m a r i l y  these  a r e  t h e  amount of money, t h e  a f f e c t i o n  and 

a t t e n t i o n  of adul ts ,  and the f e e l i n g  of belongingness .  

Dis i l lus ionment  w i t h  a t t empts  t o  r e t u r n  t o  school  o r  t ake .  a  

' s t r a i g d t l  job, from family and s o c i e t y  &- and :. the  . - 
-7 - 

l a b e l l i n g  e f f e c t  of s o c i a l  typing  of the pr~.a%i t<$&--@eem- ceas,-tjQs . , -; f < 

the  youths gave f o r  maintai;ling t h e i r  l i f e s t y l e ;  Th i s  i n d i c a t e s '  - - 



2. - 3 ,- .. 
C 

g .  

were runaways from home o r  an i n S t i t u t i o n  a t  the  t ime ~ ' f  their 
i 

f i r s t .  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y  T.R.. A .  C . Y .  i n t e r v i e w s  w i t h  p o l i c e  * 

and youth workers  . i n d i c a t e  t h a f  in Vancouver runaways i n  need  ,o f  

a l i v i n g  arrangement  and money t u r n  t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Runaways i n  

Vancouver were r e p o r t e d l y  r e c r u i t e d  by pimps when t h e y  a r e  f i r s t  

on t h e  s t r e e t .  

O the r  f a c t o r s  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  Gray and T.R.A.C.Y. s t u d i e s  

t h a t  l e a d  t o  a youth  t u m i n g ~ o u t ~  a r e  c u r i o s i t y  and t h e  d e s i r e  

t o  r e b e l  by c a r r y i n g  on unconvent iona l  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h i s  impulse 

t o  r e b e l  can be seen. as an Bdventurous e x t e n s i o n  o f  t h e  

r e b e l l i o u s  running  away from home o r  i n s t i t u t i o n .  
$ 4 

Maintenance C o n d i t i m s  

T h i s  s t a g e  o f  t h e  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  l i f e  i s  a l s o  
I 

d i c t a t e d  by s o c i a l  r e in fo rcemen t  t heo ry .  There a r e  many s o c i a l  
i 

T 

5 : 
r e i n f o r c e r s  f o r  t he  youth  in I t h e  l i f e 1 .  The T.R.A.C.Y. r e p o r t  3 

I 5 
i n d i c a t e s  - t h a t  t h e  youths  i n t e rv i ewed  had a number o f  s o c i a l  

* 

r e i n f o r c e r s  which prompted them t o  remain i n  t h e  l i f e t .  
.. 

P r i m a r i l y  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  amount o f  money, t h e  a f f e c t i o n  an-d ? 

I 

a t t e n t i o n  of a d u l t s ,  and the  f e e l i n g  of be l ang ingness .  

D i s i l l u s i o n m e n t  w i th  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  s choo l  o r  t a k e , a  

lstraigk;tt  job, r e ' j e c t i on  from f a m i l y  and s o c i e t y  and t h e  
+- % 

I, L 

l a b e l l i n g  e f f e c t  o f  s o c i a l  t y p i n g  of t he  pro . s~I tGl% Tm%--ceas$~s- . i, 
*=- ,  f . 

t h e  youths  gave f o r  ma in t a&ing  t h e i r  l i f e s t y l e ;  T h i s  i n d i c a t e s '  i 



t he  a l i e n a t i o n  t h a t  they  f e l t  before ' t u r n i n g c o u t '  h a s  been 

maintained .o r  inc reased .  

\ 
There a r e  numerous i n d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  involvement i n  the & l i f e  

of p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  however n o t  a l l  t h a t  p l e a s a n t !  Gray 's  and 

T.R.A. C . Y .  ' s  r e p o r t s  both  n o t e  many cases  of v io lence  between - 
the  py ,os t i tu te  and h e r  customers,  pimps and o t h e r  p r o s t i t u t e s  

competing f o r  the t e r r i t o r y .  Venereal d i s e a s e ,  g e n e r a l  poor 

h e a l t h ,  and drug abuse o r  overdose a r e  a l s o  c i t e d  as a v e r s i v e  

c o n d i t i o n s  kf the  l i f e s t y l e .  Most p > o s t i t u t e s  i n  the  T.R.A.C.Y. 

s tudy r e p o r t  t h a t  p o l i c e  harrassment  i s  t h e  g r e a t e s t  problem of 

t h e i r  l i f e s t y l e .  I n c a r c e r a t i o n  and sometimes p h y s i c a l  abuse from 

p o l i c e  were the  r i s k s  of being on the  wrcng s i d e  of  t h e  law. 

Condi t ions  then,  can be a v e r s l v e  on one hand and 

r e i n f o r c i n g  on t h e  o t h e r .  e  a d o l e s c e n t s  r e t u r n  t o  k 
p r o s t i t u t i o n  repea ted ly  n o  m a t t e r  how many t imes they  a r e  

apprehended and n o  m a t t e r  how many c o u n s e l l i n g  programs they  a r e  

ass igned t o .  However some juven i l e s  do te rminate  t h e i r  

p r o s t i t u t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .  Gray s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  foremost reason i s  

a s t r o n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  a convent ional  person.  Some g i r l s  cease 
? 

p r o s t i t u  

boyfr ien  

t i n g  when they develop s t eady  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  with a \ 

' a  

d who d isapproves  of t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .  The T.R.A.C.Y. 

r e p o r t  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  some j u v e n i l e s  choose t o  q u i t  t h e i r  
..{I 

a c t i v i t i e s  when they become 1 7  y e a r s  o ld  and could  be prosecuted 

i n  a d u l t  c o u r t .  Boys may q u i t  i n  t h e i r ' e a r l y  twen t i e s  when they 

a r e  no longer  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  customers. Unfor tuna te ly  even these  
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p r o s t i t u t e s  on a l a r g e  s c a l e . u n t e n a b l e .  There a r e  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t  

psychoanalys ts  an& many p r o s t i t u t e  c l i e n t s  would l i k e l y  be 
i. 

unsu i t ed  t o  many hours  of psychoanalys is .  Methodologicahly t h i s  

s tudy  does n o t  r e q u i r e  the  time o r  e x p e r t i s e  t o  document a  

complete p s y c h o a n a l y t ~ c  h i s  t b r y  og each p a r t i c i p a n t .  

Psychoanaly t ic  theory ,  a l though j u s t i f y i n g  t h e  e t i o l o g y  of \ 
p r o s t i t u t i o n  and having an important  h i s t o r i c a l  p lace  i n  the  

s tudy  of  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  has  t h e s e  drawbacks f o r  t h i s  s tudy.  

A s e q u e n t i a l  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l / s o c i a l  re inforcement  model, on 

the  o t h e r  hand, i s  r e a d i l y  employed in a c o n t r o l l e d  sys temat ic  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The r e s u l t s  c& be sugges t ive  of i n t e r v e n t i o n  

s t a t e g i e s  t h a t  s o c i  agenc ies  could employ. Th i s  model has  ^at 
t h e r e f o r e  been used i n  t h i s  s tudy due t o  i t s  methodological and _I 
i n t e r v e n t i o n  s t r e n g t h s  and t h e  drawbacks of psychoanaly t ic  

theory.  

The Study - 

F u r t h e r  s p e c i f i c i t y  on t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  d f  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  ' 
a" 

and s o c i a l  re inforcement  t h e o r i e s  i s  the g o a l  of t h i s  s tudy.  

Q u e s t i o n s  which need conskderat ion concern f a c t o r s  which l ead  

c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  and n o t  o t h e r s  i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  hold ing  

oppor tun i ty  t o  l e a r n  p r o s t i t u t i o n  cons tan t .  Consequent t o  the  

f a c t  of juven i l e  p r o s i t u t i o n ,  s p e c i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  the 

l o c a l  s o c i a l  re inforcements  of juven i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  needed 



- t o  h e l p  d e f i n e  t r ea tmen t  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  s u b s t i t u t e  convent ional  

behavior  and r e i n f o r c e r s  f o r  t h e  unconvent ional  behavior  and 

r e i n f o r c e r s :  

A l a c k  o f ' c d n v e n t i o n a l  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l - T s  the  element i n  the  

f i r s t  sequence which predisposes  an indkvidual  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  

juven i l e  prost i - tut ion.  A second group of s o c i a l  re inforcement  -- & 

f a c t o r s  fo l lows s e q u e n t i a l l y  t o  i n i t i a t e  t h a t  en t rance .  - Those 

- f a c t o r s  a r e  : 

1. knowing someane involved in p r o s t i t u t i o n  and/or knowng t h e  - 
l o c a l  norms a c c u r a t e l y  and 

2 .  needing  money and h ~ v i n g  n o  convent ional  means o f .  suppor t .  

Holding these  s e q u e n t i a l  group of. f a c t o r s  c o n s t a n t ' i n  

p r o s t i t u t e  and n o n - p r o s t i t u t e  groups W i l l  i n d i c a t e  i f  " there a r e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  in  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  and s o c i a l  re inforcement  f a c t o r s  

between groups. Selfiesteem i s  being t e s t e d  f o r  between group 

d i f f e r e n c e s  as w e l l .  D i f fe rences  w i l l  c o r r e l a t e  $0 s o c i a l  

c o n t r o l  and reinforcement  f a c t o r s  a s  a l l  s e q u e n t i a l  f a c t o r s  a r e  

h e l d  cons tan t .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e  q u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h i s  s tudy a r e :  

1. p r o s t i t u t i o n  occurs  when b w k w i t h  s o c i e t y  are weakened o r  

2 .  inadequate  s o c i a l  r e i n f o r c m e n t  f o r  convent ional  behavior  

d i s p o s e s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  a commitimeat ts unconyentional. 

3 .  se l fces teem 1s h igher  f o r  juven i l e  p r o s t i t u t e ' s  than 

p r o s t i t u t e  +prone J u v e n i l e s  because of t h e  s o c i a l  r a h f o r c e r s  

I 

28 
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f o r  p ros t i t u t i on . .  



11. . Methods 

T h i s  s tudy  i s  an example of  dev ian t  case a n a l y s i s  a s  

expla ined  by -Robinson (1976,.*,pk-l6l 
-- -- -t, 

This  a n a l y s i s  attempt-s t o  take i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  a r e  
e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  t r end  and t o  l o c a t e  I V t s  t h a t  
s e t  t h e  i n s t a n c e  o f f  from t h e  genera l .  The i n v e s t i g a t o r  
t a k e s  two groups o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  d i f f e r  i n  outcome 
and a t t empts  t o  l o c a t e  d i f f e r e n c e s  -in c o n d i t i o n s  between 
them. . . The method of d e v i a n t  case a n a l y s i s  can be 
thought  of as ' r e a d i n g  backwardt t o  approximate the  
exper imenta l  s i t u a t i o n .  + 

J 1 

The case s tudy  i s  e f f e c t i v e  in  i s o l a t i n g  the  degree of 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  between v a r i a b l e s  v i a  s t a t i s  t i c a l  c o r r e l a t i o n s .  The 

s t a t i s t i c a l  g e n e r a l i z a t i o n  a c t s  a s  a f u r t h e r  check f o r  

- r e l i a b i l i t y  and v a l i d i t y .  The case s tudy i s  used where 

exper imenta t ion  i s  p h y s i c a l l y  o r  e t h i c a l l y  i m p r a c t i c a l .  However 
t I 

t he  case s tudy  i s  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  i n  de termining  causer-effect  
J 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

P a r t i c i p a n t s '  * . . . 

Two popu la t ions  of j u v e n i l e s  were sampled i n  t h i s  s tudy.  

. * One popula t ion  c o n s i s t s  of  any persons between 1 3  and 17 y e a r s  

of age who a r e  o r  have been engaged i h  p r o s t i t u t i o n ;  

o p e r a t i o n a l l y  def ined  a s  employing sex f o r  nonrsexual  ends 
- - - - - - - --- - - - - - 

(Davis,  1937).  The second popul_ation c o n s i s t s  of  any person 



between t h e  ages  o f  13 and 17 who i s  p r o s t i t u t e - p r o n e ,  b u t  neve% 

invo lved  i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n ;  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  d e f i n e d  as 

1. knowing t h e  norms of l o c a l  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  a c c u r a t e l y  

and/or  h o w i n g  someone involved  i n  l o c a l  j u v e n i l e  

p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  

2 .  hav ing  had e a r l y  (by the  age 1 7 )  i n t e r c o u r s e  and 

3. hav ing  had t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  engage i n  p r o s t i t u t J o n  th rough  

s u p p o r t i v e  c o n d i t i o n s  (i. e .  hav ing  been s o l i c i t e d  and/or  

hav ing  had need f o r  mdney and n o  c o n v e n t i o n a l  means of 

a c q u i s i t i o n ) .  

p h y s i c i a n s ,  s o c i a l  workers,  s t r e e t  workers ,  c h i l d - c a r e  workers,  

j u v e n i l e  p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r s ,  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  and c l e r i c a l  s ta f f  

Data  C o l l e c t i o n  Procedures  , 

P a r t i c i p a n t s  were g a t h e r e d  from t h r e e  a v a i l a b l e  sou rces .  

The major  sou rce  was a government s o c i a l  s e r v i c e  agency 

" o p e r a t i n g  i n  t h e  Gastown a r e a  o f  Vancouver, B. C.  T h i s  o f f i c e  i s  

a m u l t i ~ s e r v i c e  f a c i l i t y  c o n s i s t i n g  of  teams of medica l  

who ser;ice t h e  a f t e r r h o u r s  (4:30pm t o  8:30am) n e e d s  o f  any 

person in  c r i s i s  i n  ~ a n c o u v e r .  The d i v i s i o n  t h a 7  provided  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  f o r  t h i s  s tudy  was t h e  s o c i a l  work team which h a s  

t h e  mandate t o  i n t e r v e n e  in t h e  l i f e  o f  any j u v e n i l e  i n  t h e  

downtown a r e a  who i s  deemed t o  be ' a t ~ r i s k ' .  P o l i c e ,  p roba t ion  

and s o c i a l  workers  p a t r o l  t h e  downtown streets and apprehend 



l a t c r i s k '  j u v e n i l e s ,  t a k e  them t o  t he  o f f i c e ,  check f o r  p r e v i o u s  

c o n t a c t s  and/or  w a r r a n t s ;  c o u n s e l  them on the  l e g a l ,  s o c i a l  and 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i s s u e s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  hanging  o u t  downtown, 

r e p a t r i a t e  them w i t h  t h e i r  -gua rd i ans  and w r i t e  a r e p o r t  of  each  

c o n t a c t  f o r  t h e i r  f i l e .  T h i s  p r o c e s s  can t a k e  up t o  t h r e e - h o u r s .  
Y 

It was d u r i n g  ' the  t ime thaf? t h e y  sa t  w a i t i n g  t o  be r e p a t r i a t e d  
b 

t h a t  I apprpached them abou t  v b l u n t e e r i n g  t o  answer q u e s t i o n s  

a b o u t  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Every J u v e n i l e  b rough t  i n t o  the  
'I 

o f f i c e  who f i t  % o p e r a t i o n a l  d e f i n i t i o n s .  of e i t h e r  popu la t ion  

was s a h l e d  whenever p o s s i b l e .  Two a d o l e s c e n t s  who we r e  c l e a r l y  

under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a l c o h o l  o r  d rugs  were n o t  i n t e rv i ewed ,  

and ' in t h r e e  c a s e s  i n t e r v i e w s  were missed b  &?-' a u s e  o f  a l a c k  of 

t ime . 
\ 

The s e c o n d ' s o u r c e  o f  s u b j e c t s  were from a j u v e n i l e '  c r i s i s  

s h e l t e r  in Vancouver, B.C.  The c r i s i s  s h e l t e r  h i s  a n o n - p r o f i t  

r e s i d e n c e  f o r  t e e n s  in c r i s i s  b y  c h i l d k c a r e  counse l lo rs ' .  i 
R e f e r r a l s  a r e  made by s o c i a l  and a r e  accep ted  on t h e  3 

i b a s i s  of  s e v e r i t y  o f  c r i s i s .  J u v e n i l e s  who f i t  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  

d e f i n i t i o n  of e i t h e r  popu la t ion  were approached in  an i d e n t i c a l  4 i  

P 

manner .as a t  Eme rgency S e r v i c e s .  i 
I 

The t h i r d  sou rce  o f  s u b j e c t s .  was on D a v i e  S t ; ,  Vancouver, i ! 

- B.C. I was b t r o d u c e d  t o  two f r i e n d s  of a j u v e n i l e  I had had 

p r e v i o u s  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o n t a c t  wi th .  Both were judged t o  meet t h e  

i d e n t i c a l  manner as a t  t h e  o t h e r  sou rces .  The s o u r c e s  of 



s u b j e c t s  s h a l l  be r e f e r r e d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e ,  c r i s l s  s h e l t e r  

and s t r e e t .  

The t o t a l  number of  p a r t i c i p a n t s  was 25.  There  were 13 
'-c 

s u b j e c t s  in the  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  group  (Group A ) ,  twe'lve 

female  and one male. The d a t a  from t h e  one male was d i s c a r d e d  as 

a p o s s i b l e  confounding v a r i a b l e ,  b e i n g  the  o n l y  maleQ 

p a r t i c i p m t .  There were 1 2  female s u b j e c t s  i n  the  j u v e n i l e  

p r o s t i t u t i o n + p r o n e  group  (Group B ) .  The d a t a  were g a t h e r e d  ove r  
. , 

a p e r i o d  of e l e v e n  months; June ,  1978, t o  A p r i l ,  1979. There was . 

d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g a t h e r i n g  t h i s  many s u b j e c t s .  Most n i g h t s  I 

encdun te red  no  p o t e n t i a l  s u b j e c t s .  T h i s  cou ld  be a  r e s u l t  of t he  a 

s m a l l  s i z e  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  .of t h e  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  group.  

The p a r t i c i p a n t s  d i d  n o t  o f f e r  i n fo rma t ion  t h a t  w a s n ' t  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  asked f o r .  There  we r e  f r e q u e n t l y  n o  r e sponses  t o  

open-ended q u e s t i o n s .  T h i s  could  be a t t r i b ' u t e d  t o  t he  n a t u r e  of 

t h e  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  and t h e  c o n t e x t  of t he  Emergency S e r v i c e s  

o f f i c e  be ing  a d e t e n t i o n  f a c i l i t y .  The re fo re  t h e  daZa a r e  

. p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e  b r e v i t y  and s p e c i f i c i t y  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  
g r  

o f f e r e d .  

The i n t e r v i e w  was a d m i n i s t e r e d  p ~ i v a t e l y  w i t h  e a c h  s u b j e c t ,  

A q u e s t i o n n a i r e  was des igned  t o  measure demographic, f ami ly ,  ' 

job, s choo l ,  s o c i a l ,  de l inquency ,  runaway,  p r o s t i t u t i o n  and 

i n t e r v e n t i o n  v a r i a b l e s .  The q u e s t i o n s  were o r a l l y  admin i s t e r ed  
. . 

, and t h e  response  i n d i c a t e d  on t h e  q u e s t i o n a i r e .  . The 
i r 

q u e s t i o n n a i r e  took  approximate ly  25 t o  35 minutes  t o  complete.  



Immediately upon i t s  completion the  s u b j e c t  was asked t o  f i l l  

o u t  Coopersmi th ' s  (1967)  Se l f iEs t eem Inven to ry  (S.E. I .  ) . Five 

s u b j e c t s  d i d  n o t  have s u f f i c i e n t  r ead ing  a b i l i t i e s  t h e r e f o r e  the  

i n v e n t o r y  was o r a l l y  admin i s t e r ed .  The S.  E. I .  took  approximate ly  

se'ven minutes  t o  complete i f  completed by t h e  s u b j e c t  a l o n e .  

1n s t rumen t s 
9 r 

-w 
0 

2 

$' A t h e o r e t i c a l l y  based q u e s t i o n  and answer s h e e t  c a n s i s t i n g  

of t h i r t e e n  i tem c a t e g o r i e s  was des igned  f o r  t h i s  s t u d y  ( s e e  
\ P 

Appendix A ) .  I tem c a t e g o r i e s  1 ( S e x ) ,  2 (-Age), 3  (Race ) ,  and  7 
L 

(Socio-economic S t a t u s )  e l i c i t s  demographic d a t a .  I tem 

c a t e g o r i e s  4 ( F d u c a t i o n ) ,  5 (Work H i s t o r y ) ,  6 ( ~ o b i l i t y ) ,  8 
"9 8 

" (Family  ~ a c k g r o u n d ) ,  9 ( S o c i a l  ~ i s t o r y ) ,  and 1 0  (Delinquency 

H l s t o r y )  e l i c i t s  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  and s o c i a l  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  d a t a .  

Item c a t e g o r y  11 ( P r o s t i t u t i o n  H i s t o r y  and I n f o r m a t i o n )  e l i c i t s  

daga on knowledge o f  l o c a l  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  norms, 

p r o s t i t u t i o n  involvement  and s u p p o r t i v e  c u l t u r a l  c o n d i t i o n s .  
4 

Item c a t e g o r i e s  12  ( R e l a t i o n s h i p s )  and 1 3  ( I n t e r v e n t i o n  H i s t o r y )  

e l i c i t s  d a t a  on q u a l i t y  and t i m e  pe r iod  of i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e i r  
' 

l i v e s .  

Most i t e m s  were f i x e d b a l t e r n a t i v e  q u e s t i o n s  e l i c i t i n g  

diehotornous, yedne or o r d i n a l  r e sponses ,  Bf few open ended 

q u e s t i o n s  were used t o  e l i c i t  d a t a  which were c a t e g o r i z e d  d u r i n g  
. . 

t h e  s c o r i n g  procedure .  F i x e d r - a l t e r n a t i v e  q u e s t i o n s  have t h e  , 

34 8 
.. 



dvantage of un i fo rmi ty  of  measurement and ease  of scor ing ,  
C 

/ hence a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  more r e l i a b l e .  Openiended ques t ions ,  

however, add the  important  dimension of p u t t i n g  a minimum o r  

:i r e s t r a i n t  on the  respondent ensur ing  g r e a t e r  ob j e c t i v i  t$ and 
U 

dkpth (Robinson, 1975) .  
I 

The Coopersmith - S e l f ~ E s t e e m  Inventory(3.E.  I. ) (Coopersmith, 

1967) .Zs a 58 i tem s c a l e :  8 items' form a . " l i e U  s c a l e  and 50 

i tems form the  se l f - e s t eem measure. The i tems a m  simple 

s e l f - d e s c r i p t i v e  s t a t ements  such as "Kids  p ick  on me very 
3 

o f t e n " .  There a r e  two response a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  each i tem, "Like 

meT' o r  "Unlike me". 

There i s  no  man.ual a v a i l a b l e  09 the S . E . I .  Administrat ion 

and s c o r i n g  procedures  have been i n f e r r e d  from Coopersmith's  

(1967)  work a s *  repor ted  i n  The Antecedents of  Self-E-steem:There - 1 .  

--- - 

i s  no  mention of  r equ i red  s p e c i a l  t r a i n i n g  f o r  s c o r i n g  o r  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

In o r d e r  t o  determine the  response which i n d i c a t e s  high , 

s e l f & e s t e e m  and which a r e  the e i g h t  "Lieff i tems the  r e s e a r c h e r  

aske& twelve g radua te  s t u d e n t s  in  c o u n s e l l i n g  psychology and 
Z 

t h e i r  p r o f e s s o r :  t o  answer the  S.E. I. checking each i t e m  i n  the 

p o s i t i v e  d i r e c t i o n  and indicating-he "Liett  i tems. Chii-squares 

were performed on each i t e m .  They were a l l  s t a t l s t i c a l l y  

scored by g i v i n g  two p o i n t s  t o  any i tems checked i n  a p o s i t i v e  

d i r e c t i o n .  



8 

b 
r 

Wylie ( 1 9 7 4 )  and  Shave l son  e t  a l .  ( 1 9 7 6 )  r ev i ew  t h e  S.E. I. 

a s  a  measure  o f  s e l f - e s t e e m .  I t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  be o f  a d e q u a t e  

r e l i a b i l i t y  ( . 7 0 )  and  v a l i d i t y  by t h o s e  a u t h o r s .  I t  i s  s u g g e s t e d  
Z 

to be e s p e c i a l l y  s u i t e d  f o r  comparing mean d i f f e r e n c e s  . i n  g roups  

O f  c h i l d r e n  such  as In t h i s  s t u d y .  T h e i r  conclusions are t h a t  

t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  S .E . I .  a r e :  \ 

1. t h e  l a c k  o f  v a l i d  s u b s c a l e s ,  p r o v i d i n g  the' r e s e a r c h e r  w i t h  

o n l y  a g e n e r a l  s e l f  ;esteem c a - i s t r u c t ,  

2 .  t h e  l a c k  of c o n s t r u c t  v a l i d i t y  f o r  g e n e r a l  self-esteem, 

r e d u c i n g  g e n e r a l i z a b i l i t y  and 

3. t h e  l a c k  of a comprehensive  manual.  d 

.- 



111. R e s u l t s  

The Data -- 

, A s t a t i s t i c a 1 , p i c t u r e  o f  t he  female juveni le .  p r o s t i t u t e  and 

h e r  ' a t - r i s k '  c o u n t e r p a r t  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  by 

' a n a l y z i n g  data  e l i c i t e d  by t he  q u e s t i o n n a i r e .  Three groups a r e  

d e s c r i b e d .  The p r o s t i t u t e  group,  t h e  'At-Risk1 group  and t h e i r  

combination which in a l l  t h e i r  s i m i l a r i t i e s  t h e y  a r e  one s i n g l e  

sample of a  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  a l i e n a t e d  t eenage  g i r l s .  The second 

s e c t i o n  o f  the  r e s u 1 . t ~  w i l l  be a case  s t u d y  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  One 

s u b j e c t  who r e p r e s e n t s  each  group  w e l l  w i l l  be d e s c r i b e d  i n  as 

much d e t a i l  as was a v a i l a b l e .  The names, of  course ,  w i l l  be 

f i c t i t i o u s .  The r a t i o n a l e  f o r  p r e s e n t i n g  b o t h  the  s t a t i s t i c a l  

and case  s t u d y  d a t a  i s  t o  p rov ide  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  complete 

l i f e s t y l e  o f  t h e s e  j u v e n i l e s .  

A c o r r e l a t i o n a l  s t u d y  does  n o t  l o g i c a l l y  p rov ide  

c o n c l u s i o n s  about  c a u s a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  A c o r r e l a t i o n a l  s t u d y  

shows s imply t h a t  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  e x i s t s  between v a r i a b l e s .  I t  
f .  

a l s o  q u a n t i f i e s  and g i v e s  d i r e c t i o n  t o  t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

However t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  power o f  a c o r r e l a t i o n  i s  d i r e c t l y  

r e l a t e d  t o  sample s i z e .  The p o p u l a t i &  o f  female  j u v e n i l e  



p r o s t i t u t e s  i n  Vancouver i s  in i t s e l f '  small, f o r t h a t e l y  bo th  

s o c i a l l y  and s t a t i s t i c a l l y .  The sample o f  12 g i r l s  i s  

approx ima te ly  20% of  60 r e p o r t e d  by Emergency S e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  

f i r s t  1 0  months of 1978. B t; 

,: 

The d a t a  were ana lyzed  t o  compbe  and c o n t r a s t  t h e  two -" . - - 

groups.  P r o s t i t u t e s  a r e  F e f e r r e d  t o  as g roup  1 and t h e  'AtaRiskl  

j u v e n i l e s  are group  2. A l l  nominal  o r  c a t e g o r i c a l  d a t a  were 

ana lyzed  v i a  t h e  ch iLsquare  c o r r e c t e d  f o r  small f r e q u e n c i e s  i n  

t h e  expec ted  c e l l  s i z e .  O r d i n a l  v a r i a b l e s  were ana lyzed  v i a  t h e  

MannxWhitney UtTest ,  as were d a t a  from ve ry  skewed i n t e r v a l  

d a t a .  I n t e r v a l  d a t a ,  such as number o f  t imes  runaway, were 

ana lyzed  w i t h  t h e  t k t e s t .  S i g n i f i c a n t  r e s u l t s  and r e s u l t s  

d e s c r i p t i v e  of t h e  s ~ ~ i f i c a n t  d a t a -  w i l l  be t a b l e d  i n  t h e  

R e s u l t s  s e c t i o n .  R e s u l t s  t h a t  were n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t  are t a b l e d  i n  

t h e  Appendices. 

Lega l ly ,  j u v e n i l e  s t a t u s  i s  g iven  t o  a  person up t o  t h e i r  

s e v e n t e e n t h  b i r t h d a y .  The mean age o f  t h e  p r o s t i t u t e  group  was 
5 

16 y e a r s  2 months o l d  (S.D. = 10 .6  months).  The range o f  ages  in  

t h i s  g roup  was from 1 4  y e a r s  3 months t o  1 6  y e a r s  11 months. 
- -  

There i s  a  s i g ~ i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  in ages ,  ct = Z.W, d f  = Z2 P 

groups,  g roup  2  be ing  younger, The A t ~ R i s k '  g roup  mean age was 

15 y e a r s  2 months (S.D. = 15.4 months).  The range o f  g roup  2 



ages  was from 12 y e a r s  11 months t o  16  y e a r s  11 months. Four 

group 2 s u b j e c t s  were younger than - t h e  youngest group 1 s u b j e c t .  

Therefore  age i s  very much a confounding v a r i a b l e  in the 

comparison of the  two groups.  The unresolved ques t ion  i s  whether 

t h e  'A t tR i sk f  group members, e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  younger g i r l s ,  a r e  

moving i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n  o r  w i l l  remain o u t s i d e  i t .  See Table, I1 

f o r  a - p o r t r a y a l  of the groups by age.  

Table 11' 

Years . P r o s t i t u t e  At-Risk 
, . .  

fi 

12 y r .  o rnol c 12 y r .  11.ggcmo. o 1 
= _u y r .  0 mo. L 13 0 0 
-21 

. 1 4  y .  0 mo. c 1 4  y r .  11.99 mo. 2 5 

1 15  y r .  0 mo. 15 y r .  11 -99  moo 2 
. / 

1 6  y r .  O mo:i 16 y r .  11 .99  mo. 9 4 ,  
. - 

T o t a l  N 2- - 12 1 2  

---A- 

c h i  square=2.09 df=22 p<. 05 



Race 

In group  1, 8 g i r l s  were caucas i an ,  3 n a t i v e  Ind ian  and 1 

n a t i v e  ind iankcaucas i an  mix. Group 2 was comprised o f  5 

c a u c a s i a n s ,  5 n a t i v e  i n d i a n s ,  1 n a t i v e  ind ianvcaucas i an  mix and 

1 E a s t  Ind ian .  Chi-square  r e v e a l e d  n o  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  

between groups.  Appendix B Table  1 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  

each  groupo by r a c e .  

School Attendance 

S ix tybseven  p e r c e n t  of g roup  1 and 75% of  group  2 were 
# 

e n r o l l e d  and a t t e n d i n g  schoo l  r e g u l a r l y .  Although t h e  school  

programs d i d  va ry  in  amount of a t t endance  r e q u i r e d  t h e r e  was n o  

s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  In a t t endance ,  amount of a t t endance  o r  

g rade  .* The ave rage  p r o s t i t u t e  group  member who a t t e n d e d  school  

a t t e n d e d  6 .1  hour s  p e r  day, 5 days  p e r  week. Group 2 s choo l  

a t t e n d i n g  s u b j e c t s  averaged 5.4 hours  p e r  day, 4 .9  days  p e r  

week. Both groups ,  on ave rage ,  had a t t a i n e d  g rade  n i n e ,  even 

though t h e  'At -Risk7  group  was younger. S ix  group  1 and 8 group 

2 members r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  enjoyed s @ i o o l .  None o f  t h e  
s 

s t a t i s t i c a l  comparisons between t h e  two g ~ o u p s  on schoo l  r 
- 

a t t e n d a n c e  v a r i z b l e s  were s i r n i f i c a n t  beydnddchance.  Appendix B, 

i T a b l e s  2 t h rough .  4 r e p r e s e n t  t h e s e  school  a t t e n d a n c e  v a r i a b l e s .  



Work  ist tor^ 

Two o f  t h e  g r o u p  1 members r e p o r t e d  hav ing  c o n v e n t i o n a l  

jobs  a t  t h e  t ime o f  the  i n t e r v i e w .  None o f  t h e  o t h e r s  of t h e  

p r o s t i t u t e  o r  'A teRi sk l  g roups  had c u r r e n t  employment. Jobs  h e l d  

o r  a t  one t ime h e l d  by s u b j e c t s  were indexed by t h e  S p e c i f i c  

V o c a t i o n a l  P r e p a r a t i o n  (S.V.P. ) s c a l e  o f  t h e  2nd e d i t i o n  of  t he  
* 

Canadian D i c t i o n a r y  o f  Job  C l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  The s c a l e  i s  -- 
reproduced i n  Appendix B, Table  5 t o  show S.V. P. by gro-ups. 

Examples of t h e  j obs  r e p o r t e d  a r e  b a b y s i t t i n g ,  w a i t r e s s i n g  and 

te lephone  s o l i c i t i n g .  Maximum weekly income r e p o r t e d  ranged from 

$0 t o  $180.00 f o r  b o t h  groups .  Four members of each  group  

r e p o r t e d  n o  ineome. Under $50.00 a week was r e p o r t e d  by 5 i n  t h e  

p r o s t i t u t e  g roup  and 3 i n  the  a t ~ r i s k  group.  Those r e p o r t i n g  

between $50.00 and $180.00 p e r  wee t o t a l e d  3 i n  g roup  1 and 5 --Rp 
in group  2 .  No s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e h r e  found i n  any , 

v a r i a b l e  w i th in  t h i s  d mens.ion. / 
S o c i a l  H i s t o r y  

This v a r i a b l e  sough t  i n fo rma t ion  abou t .  e a c h  g i r l s  

membership i n  and involvement  in c lubs ,  commit tees ,  teams o r  

gangs. A d d i t i o n a l l y  i t  asked  i f  they  had r e e e i v e d  any honours o r  

r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  t h a t  involvement .  Commonly c i t e d  were team 

s p o r t s  such as v o l l e y b a l l  and t r a c k ,  l e s s o n s  such  as danc ing  o r  



g y m a s t i c s  and neighbourhood house o r  community c e n t r e -  a c t i v i t y  

c lubs .  R e c o ~ ~ t i o n  f o r  achievement should be r e i n f o r c i n g  f o r  the  
L.. 

involvement. A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  i f  the  Juveni le  i s  n o t  involved i n  

convent ional  group a c t i v i t i e s  t h e  de l inquen t  gang i s  a v a i l a b l e  

t o  g a t h e r  a sense  of  group . i d e n t i t y .  

, In t h e  p r o s t i t u t e  group, 42% answered t h a t  they  had n i v e r -  

belonged t o  any organized  group, 42% answered t h a t  they  had 

belonged t o  an organized convent ional  group and 16% had belonged 

t o  a gang. The 'At-Risk1 group repor ted  t h a t  92% had belonged t o  

a convent ional  organized group and 8% had belonged t o  a gang. 

Thus a s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  was found on t h i s  v a r i a b l e .  

In both groups 50% of t h e  members r e p o r t e d  recogp i t ion  f o r  

t h e i r  involvement. Recognition was of t en  bestowed by r ibbons and 

t r o p h i e s .  The one g i r l  who had been recognized f o r  he r  gang 

involvement had rece ived  a t i t l e  of  ' t h e  h i t  man1 f o r  h e r  

prominence in b e a t i n g  on gang enemies. Tables  I11 and I V  r e p o r t  

I c k b  involvement and recogn i t ion .  



Did you/Do you be long  t o  any 

c l u b s  o r  o r g a n i z e d  a c t i v i t i e s ?  

P r o s t i t u t e  A t ~ R i s k  
F 

Yes 

No 

- Gang o n l y  2 0  L 

c h i  squa re=8 .18  d f = 2  p<.02  * 



Table  f V  r 

b i d  you r e c e i v e  any recognition 

f o r  t hose  a c t i v i t i e s ?  ,, - 

" 

Yes 6 . 6 

c h i  s q u a r e = l .  19 d f = l  p<.  05 

"'1 
Mobil i  t y  

The l e n g t h -  of  r e s i d k n c y  of a  j u v e n i l e  in t h e i r  c o p u n i t y  

can be taken t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  degree  of  s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  and 

r e in fo rcemen t  t h e  community e x e r t s  ove r  t h e  youths .  The mean - 
'I 

i 

l e n g t k o f  r e s i d e n c y  in' t h e  G r e a a r  Vancouver ~ r e a - w a s  10.25 

y e a r s  ,Q.r group  (s.D. = 5.4 y e a r s )  and 11 .83  y e a r s  f o r  group 

(S.D. ._ = 4.26 y e a r s ) .  The s h o r t e s t  r e s i d e n c y  pe r iod  was 3 y e a r s  
1- 

we= b6r% 
- 

There w a s  

- - 

Vancouver a r e a  as-werrF5X% o f  group 2'. , 

\ 

h i f f e r e n c e  on t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s .  

4 4  



However t h e i r  m o b i l i t f  was looked 

p a s t  yea r .  I n  response  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

had t h e y  l i v e d  i n  d u r i n g  t h e  p a s b ' y e a r  

a t  more c l o s e l y  ove r  t he  

a s k i n g  how many p l a c e s  

t h e  number was of  t e n y  

g r e a t .  The p r o s t i t u t e  g roup  average  was 10.92 (S.D. = 15.768) .  
=w 

T h i s  was ve ry  skewed wi th  a range o f  1 t o  55. The 'At-Risk1 . 
\ group  average  was 6.17 (S.D. , =  3.904) w i t h  a range o f  2  t o  14. 

( s e e  Appendix B, Tab le  6 ) .  S i m i l a e l y  t he  i m g t h  of  s t a y  a t  t h e i r  
.A ==. 

B 

c u r  re%tt+@e s nce  was of s h o r t  d u r a t i o n ,  t h e  median be ing  under  
f 

~ 1 month f o r  bo th  groups .  See Appendix B, Table  7 f o r  l e n g t h  of 

r e s i d e n c y  a t  c u r r e n t  r e s i d e n c e .  

These g i r l s  t e n d  t o  be Vancouver Area r e s i d e n t s  o f  some 

d u r a t i o n  hav ing  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  make s o c i a l  t i e s  w i th in  t h e i r  
e 

l a r g e r  community. However t h e y  a r e  h i g h l y  mobi le  a t  p r e s e n t ,  
* 

moving from r e s i d e n c e  t o  r e s i d e n c e .  
! v 

' ~ a m i i y  Background 
i- P 

In 92% of  t h e  c a s e s  t h e  p r o s t i t u t ' e  g roup  n a t u r a l  f a m i l i e s  
- 

'L 

had gone th rough  p a r e n t a l  s e p e r a t i o n .  Seventeen p e r c e n t  o f  t he  3 

s e p e r a t i o n s  were due t o  d e a t h  o f  a p a r e n t .  The lA t rR i sk l  group A 
n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  were s e p e r a t e d  i n  75% of  t h e  c a s e s ,  25% due t o  a 

1 

p a r e n t  l s depdh. 

The &ly members cu r r en t ly  r e s i d i n g  a t  home i s  presente-d 

i n  Ap n x B, Table  8. The average  p r o s t i t u t e  g roup  member's 4 
dly c o n s i s t e d  of s t e p ~ f a t h e r  &d n a t u r a l  mother, . l . 7 5  



*. 
b r o t h e r s  and 2 . 2  s i s t e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  s u b J e e t ) .  FOP t h e  

At iRi sk l  group i t  c o n s i s t s  of s t e p ~ f a t h e r ,  n a t u r a l  mother, 1 . 4  

b r o t h e J s  and 2 .'4 s i s t e r s  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  subject) :  

The r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t o  mother and f a t h e r  were ~ a t e ~ o r i z e d ~ ~ a s  

bad, a l l  r i g h t ,  o r  good. The median r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  fa ther ,was  

between bad and a l l  r i g h t  "for  both groups. Median r e l a t i o n s h i p  

t o  mother was a l l  r i g h t  f o r  t h e  a t i r i s k  group and s l i g h t l y  
- '3 

h igher  f o r  the  p r o s t i t u t e  group. See Appendix B ,  Tables  9 p l d  1 0  

f o r  a  f u l l  d e s c r i p t i o n  of  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  

Affec t ion  was repor ted  t o  be d isp layed a t  home i n  33% of 
- 
! 

the p r o s t i t u t e  f a m i l i e s  and 25% of '  t he  'AtkRiskl f a m i l i e s .  . i 

Frequent  (over  3 p e r  week) arguments were r epor ted  i n  . 92% , of the 

p r o s t J t u t e  f a m i l i e s  and 67% of the 'At rRiskt  f a m i l i e s .  Th i s  was 

found t o  be n o t  s i g n i f i c a n t .  

O v e r a l l  t h e  i n d i c e s  of fami ly  l i f e  of any a f e  these  g i r l s  

a r e  c l e a r .  I t  i s  f a r  from the  i d e a l i z e d  happy family.  There i s  

l i t t l e  a f f e c t i o n  and f r e q u e n t  arguments. The fami ly  has  l i k e l y  

gone through a s e p a r a t i o n .  

- .  

Socio-Economic S t a t u s  7-3 

No attempt was made t o  pu t  the  s u b j e d t s  in a 

ca tegory .  Three v a r i a b l e s  were i n v e s t i g a t e d  and t w o  w i l l  be fi 

reported. Family income wi l lno t  be reportedw~%bsubjectsdid - 

n o t  know the  amount of fami ly  income. 



Occupat ions  were r a t e d  based on t h e  S.V.P. The median Y 

occupa t ion  f o r  g roup  1 f a t h e r s  was c l a s s i f i & a t i o n  4 (more than 3 
A 

months, l e s s  than  6 months) and f o r  g rdup  I mothers  midway 

between none a n d '  s h o r t  demons t ra t ion  o n l y .  The median occupa t ion  

of  .sjroup 2 f a t h e r s  w a b  midway between c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  4 .  .<,a av? 5, 

which i s  more than 6 months and l e s s  than 1 y e a r  

Group 2 mothers.  f e l l  , in  t h e  same p o s i t i o n  as g roup  1 mothers  

which i s  midway between no  p r e p a r a t i o n  L and s h o r t  demons t r a ' t i on  
J 

only .  Appendix 8, T a b l e s  11 and 12 r e p r e s e n t s  t h e s e  ' .  f i n d i n g s .  

Median e d u c a t i o n  o f  f a t h e r s  f o r  bo th  groups  f a l l s  in Grade 1 0  o r  ~ 

under.  Median e d u c a t i o n  of  mothers  of b o t h  groups  t e l l  I between 

grader  10  and grade  1 2  Appendix 8, Tables  13 and 1 4  r e p r e s e n t s  

t h e  p a r e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n  , f i n d i n g s ;  

Delinquency H i s t o r y  

The p r o s t i t u t e  group was found t o  have a de l inquency  r eco rd  

i n  83% of  t he  members. F i f t y  p e r c e n t  of t h e  a t L r i s k  group had 

de l inquency  r e c o r d s .  No s i ~ i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  e x i s t s  between 

t h e  two groups on t h a t  v a r i a b l e .  

However t h e  p r o s t i t u t e  g roup  r e p o r t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more 

, s e h r e  d e l i n q u e n c i e s  based on a h i e r a r c h i c a l  o r d e r  of  

d e l i n q u e n c i e s  .publ i shed  by t h e  P.B. I. Crlme Repor t s .  See Table  V 
'1 

f o r  t h e s e  r e s u l t s .  



Table  V 

S e v e r i t y  o f  P rosecu ted  Delinquency 

P r o s t i t u t e  AtcRisk 

S t a t u s  o f f ence  

S h o p l i f t i n g  - 3 

Drug o f f e n s e  1 1 

P r o s t i t u t i o n  1 

T h e f t  under  $2 00 

T h e f t  o v e r  $200 2 1 

Breaking  and e n t e r i n g  1 h 

%, , 
Auto t h e f t  1 

A s s a u l t  3 

When asked  i f  t hey  were current1.y d e l i n q u e n t ,  67% o f  g roup  
l r 

1 and 42% o f  k r o u p  2 ( r e p o r t e d  yes .  There was n o  s ign ik ' i can t  

d i f f e r e n c e  i n  h i e r a r c h y  o f  d e l i n q u e n c i e s  o f  c u r r e n t  de l inquency  

(See Appendix B, Tab le  1 5 ) .  

These g i r l s  a l l  h a d . k f t  home, nraely as ~una+ey+  BjF &he 
---lr 

time they  were i n t e r v i e w e d .  A l l  o f  t h e  'At&Risk1  g i r l s  r e p o r t e d  
d 

be ing  runaways a t  times in  t h e i r  l i f e ,  the average  be ing  14.583 B - 7 
a 



1 :, 

runs  (3,D.u = 20.02) .  Number of  g roup  2 r u n s  ranged from 2 t o  75. 
i .  

~ i n e t y '  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p r o s t i t u t e  group r e p o r t e d  b e i n g  runaways, 
' 

whi le  one member o f  the  group  c la imed sh; a lways t o l d  h e r  
. . i 

p a r e n t s  t h a t  she was l e a v i n g  hence wasn ' t a runaway. The average  

number of  g roup  1 r u n s  was 20.67 (S .D.  = 19.199)' w i t h s a  range o f  

0 ~ 6 0  runs .  Appendix B, Table  16 r e p r e s e n t s  number of runaway 

e x p e r i e n c e s .  

Appendix B, Tab le  1 7  d e p i c t s  t h e  d i s t a n c e  run by bo th  

groups of g i r l s .  Median run f o r  bo th  groups was ove r  500 m i l e s  

and l e s s  than 1500 m i l e s .  L, 

V 

A number o f  c h o i c e s  of how t o  s u p p o r t  themse lves  e x i s t s  f o r  

t h e s e  runaway g i r l s .  They s o l i c i t e d  s u p p o r t  from f r i e n d s ,  

I 
-.., / 

extended  f ami ly ,  b o y f r i e n d ,  s t r a n g e r s ,  p r o s t i t u t i o n  -6r a  job. 
4'- 

Appendix B ,  Table  18 r ep re sen t ' s  t h e  two groups means of  s u p p o r t .  
e 

The modal- means of s u p p o r t  f o r  g roup  1 was p r o s t i t u t i o n  and f o r  

g roup  2 was f r i e n d s .  

Most of t h e  g i r l s  i n  bo th  groups  s t a y e d  w i t h  f r i e n d s  whi le  

t h e y  were on t h e  run.  O the r  l i v i n g  s i t u a t i o n s  r e p o r t e d  were *e 

r e n t i n g  a place', ex tended  f a m i l y ,  b o y f r i e n d ,  s t r a n g e r s  and 

s l e e p i n g  o u t s i d e .  Appendix B,  Tab le  19 r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  breakdown 

o f  p l a c e  t o  s t a y  by group.  

.No s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s A e x i s t  between grou& h t h e i r  

runaway h i s t u r y .  They are a l l  part o f  a l a r g e  popuIa€Cn of 

a d o l e s c e n t s  who f o r  s o c i a l ,  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o r  re la  t i o n s h i p .  

r e a s o n s  choose t o  runaway from t h e i r  home and choose a n o t h e r  



I 

means o f  s u p p o r t .  

Drug h i s t o r y  i s  p r e s e n t e d  i n  Table  V I .  The number of  each  

group  members who s t a t e d  t h a t  t hey  had used  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  d rug  . +A 

i n  t h e  one month p e r i o d  b e f o r e  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  i s  r e p o r t e d ,  



D i d  you u s e  t h i s  d rug  

in t h e  l a s t  month? 

Amphetamines 

Cocaine , 

Pros  t l t u t e  

- 
Antecedent  F a c t o r s  + 

* . > 

The a'uerage age o f  f i r s t  I n t e r c o u r s e  f o r  t he  p r o s t i t u t e  

g roup  was 12.667 y e a r s  (S.D. = 1 .497  y e a r s ) .  For  t h e  'A t&Risk l  

g roup  i t  was 12.75 years-(S.D.  = 1.138 y e a r s ) .  All t h e  g i r l s  



r epor ted  having had sexua l  i n t e r c o u r s e .  Seventycfive pe rcen t  of 

group 1 and 67% of group 2 r epor ted  n o t  en joy ing  t h a t  f i r s t  

exper ience  of i n t e r c o u r s e .  ( s e e  Appendix B, Table 2 0 ) .  

Seventycf ive  pe rcen t  of the  p r o s t i t u t e  group repor ted  

having been molested a t  an average age of  11.5 years .  F i f t y  

p e r c e n t  o f  the  ' A t ~ R i s k '  group repor ted  being molested a t  a 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o l d e r  ageC 13.2 years .  The d a t a  were t e s t e d  v i a  
, 

t he  MannkWhitney t e s t  because o f  skewedness. Table VII 

r e p r e s e n t s  age o f  moles ta t ion .  



Table VII ' *  
Age o f  Moles ta t ion  

- 

U = 4 .  %%p<.05 
P 

The m o l e s t e r s  represented  a broad range o f  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  

which Table VIII w i l l  d e s c r i b e .  The m o l e s t e r s  were e i t h e r  a 
I 

-common+law p a r e n t ,  n u c l e a r  fami ly  member, ex tended .  fami ly  

member, f r i e n d  o r  s t r a n g e r .  a 



T a b l e  V I I I  

R e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  Moles te r  
t 

S t e p  o r  CommonsLaw Parent 2 1 

N u c l e a r  Family 1 

Extended Family 2 

F r i e n d  1 

S t r a n g e r  .- 2 2 

Would ' n o t  say  

._ _----__I___-__--- - -  

c h i  square=3 .18  d f=4  p>.05 

A l l  t h e  g i r l s  r e p o r t e d  having needed  money, and having no > 

c o n v e n t i o n a l  means of s u p p o r t ,  P r i m a r i l y  t h e y  were runaways with 

n o  means o f  s u p p o r t .  ~ 1 1  g i r l s  had been s o l i c  t e d .  They a l l  had \ 
Icn.0wr-1 a p r o s t i t u t e  a s  a t  l e a s t  an a c q u a i n t a n c e .  92% of the  

p r o l s t i t u t e  g r o u p  r e p o r t e d  having p r o s t i t u t e s  as f r i e n d s .  This 

was 3 i g n i f i c a n t l y  ,more p r o s t i t u t e  f r i e n d s  than acquaintances 

thad+ t h e  ' AtcRlsk l  g i r l s  of whom 58% r e p o r t e d  having prostitute 

?+ f r i e n d s .  T h i s  f a c t o r  seems t o  be s o l e ?  t h e  o n l y  discriminating 
I 

A ' t u r n i n g  o u t  l f a c t o r  t h a t  t h i s  s t u d y  i d e n t i f i e s .  Table IX 

p r e s e n t s  t h e s e  f i n d i n g s .  
1 



Table  IX . 

i Are t h e  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t e s  you know your 

f r i e n d s  o r  j u s t  acqua in t ances?  

- - --- - ---- - 
P P r o s t i t u t e  A t ~ R i s k  

F r i e n d s  

Acquaintances  

c h i  square=4.59 d f = l  p<.05 

Local  P r o s i t i t u t f o n  

When asked t o  s t a t e  what a r e a  o f  town j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  

was most common, Davie S t r e e t  was c i t e d  by 67% of t h e  p r o s t i t u t e  

group  and 83% of t h e  'At iRIsk '  group. The p r o s t i t u t e  group  a l s o  

named s k i d  row i n  25% of t he  c a s e s  and c l u b s  downtown 8%. The 

'GAtiRisk '  g roup  a l s o  added G r a n v i l l e  o r  H a s t i n g s  s t r e e t s  t o  

Davie s t r e e t  i n  17% o f  t h e  c a s e s .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  g i r l s  knew where 

j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  occu r red ,  hence t h e  'AtkRisk '  group could  

e a s i l y  f i n d  t h e i r  way t o  those  a r e a s  I f  t hey  dec ided  t o  observe 

t h e  a c t i o n  on t h e  s t r e e t .  

A major  f a c t o r  o f  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  

knowing o t h e r  j u v e n i l e s  involved.  I t  has  a l r e a d y  been shown t h a t  

t h e  p r o s t i t u t e  group  has  c l o s e r  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  ( i e  more 
I 



_ * ,,q \ d 

pros t3%ute f r i e n d s  than acquaintances 1. Tke data also *reveal  
. Y' 

-?.hat the group knew s ig r f i f i can t ly  more male 

p r o s t i t u t e s  (M = 9.583; S.D. = 5.534) than the  'At&%iskf group 

(M = 5.333, S.D. = 11.260). The p r o s t i t u t e  group c m c u r r e n t l y  - .  

knew s i g n i f i c a n t l y  more female p r o s t i t u t e s  (M = 25.583; S.D. = - .  
24.325)- than the ' ~ t c ~ i s k !  group (M = 8.417; S.D. = 10.833). 

Both dat-a s e t s  were s i g n i f i c a n t  an the MannbWhitney t e s t  a s  the  

o rd ina l  da t a  was very skewed. (See Tables X and X I ) .  ' 



Table X 

Male P r o s t i t u t e s  Known 



Table X I  

Female P r o s t i t u t e s  Known 

> 
t 

P r o s t i t u t e  At-Risk - 

50 o r  more 1 
4 

Both groups were aske'd how mudh a p r o s t i t u t e  charged the  

customer and f o r  how long. T h i s  informat ion  was gathered  n o t  

only  t o  g e t  a base r a t e  from t h e  involved group b u t  t o  see i f  

. the  fAt+Riskf  group r e a l l y  had an a c c u r a t e  unders tanding  of the  

s o c i o ~ c u l t u r a l  Condi t ions  of juven i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  i n  Vancouver. 
ar 

It i s  very c l e a r  t h a t  a juven i l e  can* make a l o t  of money in t h i s  

t r a d e  ,$&&hey work hard  a t  i t .  I* responvse to a ques t iqn  o f  
- - -  - - - -- - - - - --- 

- -- 

- 
t h e i r  x q u e n c y  i n  hooking on the  s t r e e t s ,  the  mean 

s t a t e d  by t h e  was 2.583 days p e r  week t h a t  they 

Ci /' 



worked. Appendix B,  able 2 1  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  range. There was a 

monumental range i n  l e n g t h  of time thap  members of  t h e  < 
p r o s t i t u t e  g roup  s t a t W t h e y  had been invo lved  i n  t he  l i f e .  The 

minimal t ime  was 2  days  and t h e  maximum 2 y e a r s ,  w i t h  t h e  mew ' , 

be ing  230.083 days  ( 3 . D . - =  2'24.776) 

Pimps were i nvo lved  in t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  g i r l s  o f  bo th  
t 

groups.  F i f t y  p e r c e n t  of e a c h  g roup  r e p o r t e d  hav ing  had a 
h 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  a  pimp. However The ' A t + R i s k l  g roup  had n o  - -A3 - i 

busines$.or a -.. r m a n t i e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i th  the  pimps t h e y  h e w .  e %  

' / .  P. 
* & 

1 ,' 

Hence t h e y  cou ld  a l l  be cons ide red  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  r a t h e r  than 

f r i e n d s  o r  b o y f r i e n d s .  ' The p r o s t i t u t e  g roup  Q$ t he  o t h e r  hand 

who had a r e l a t i o n s h i p  wi th  a pimp c a r r i e d  t h a t  
. l 

b u s i n e s s / ~ o m a n t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between 3 days  and 3 months, t h e  

average  be ing  46 days .  O f  t he  s i x  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t e s  who had 

- - e r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  aLpirnp 4 gave 100% of  t h e i r  money to '  them 'in 
+ 

r e t u r n  f o r  room and board ,  d rugs ,  c l o t h e s ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  love  

and p h y s i c a l  abuse .  Hence i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a group of  

people  in  t h e  c i t y  who p rey  on t h e s e  young l a d i e s  of t h e  n i g h t .  

Of  a l l  t h e  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t e s  on ly  one had been 

s u p e r v i s e d  i n  h e r  t r a d e .  T h a t  t r a i n i n g  l a s t e d  3  months. 

The re fo re  i t  i s  a ve ry  n a i v e  group  o f  g i r l s  who a r e  walking the  

s t r e e t ' s ,  s o l i c i t i n g  t h e l r  cus tomers  and delivering t h e  s e r v i c e s  

asked  o f  them. 

The most commonly c i t e d  reason  f o r  t h e  g i r l s  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  
b 

p r o s t i t u t i o n  i s  t h e  need  f o r  t h e  money f o r  t h e i r  s u r v i v a l .  T h i s  



reason was g iven  as t h e  s o l e  r ea son  i n  42% -dP t h e  c a s e s .  I t  was 

one o f  t he  r e a s o n s  in a n o t h e r  42% o f  the  c a s e s .  ~ s y c h o l o g i c ~ a l  

n e e d s  such  as want ing  t o  be loved and h e l d  were g iven  in one 

c a s e  by a s u b j e c t  who had s p e n t  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t ime i n  

psychotherapy S t a t u s  of  be ing  w e l l  d r e s s e d ,  chased by men and 
\ 1 

l i v i n g  i n  a B n c y  h o t e l  was g iven  in one c a s e .  Two of  t he  

p r o s t i t u t e s  gave ' c u r i o u s  abou t  i t r  as an i n i t i a l  reason  f o r  

t r y i n g  i t .  One o f  t h e  g i r l s  s a i d  she was t o a  l a z y  f o r  any o t h e r  

t ype  o f  work. One gave l i k i n g  s e x  as  a  reason .  L'astly two o f  t h e  

g i r l s  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  boyf r i end  they  were l i v i n g  w i t h  dade them 
.L 

do it .  

Another a r e a  looked a t  in  t h e  p r o s t i t u t e s '  l i v e s  i s  why 

t h e y  l e f t  o r  would l e a v e  t h e  l i f e .  Three  g i r l s  s t a t e d  as t h e i r  

o n l y  reason  t h a t  t h e y  would s t o p  hooking when t h e y  d i d n ' t  need 

t h e  money. One g i r l  combined n o  need o f  money and b e i n g  

d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  the ,  l i f e .  One g i r l  s t a t e d  d i s g u s t  w i t h  t h e  l i f e  

L d  as he o l e  reason  f o r  s topp ing .  Another g i r l  combined d i s g u s t  

w i th  a f e a r  o f  men she  had l e a r n e d  as  a r e s u l t  of  h e r  p r o s t i t u t e  

a c t i v i t i e s .  Another young l a d y ' s  reason  was t h a t  she  had become 

happy and a d j u s t e d  i n  h e r  l i f e  hence was d i s g u s t e d  w i t h  hooking. 

Simple h a p p i n e s s  and ad jus tmen t  H a s  m o t h e r ' s  reason  f o r  
Y . 

q u i t t i n g .  One v e r y  abused g i r l  d u i t  because - o f  - t h e  b a d  abus ive  

_ ' e x p e r i e n c e  and b e i n g  'burned o u t 1  by t h e  l i f e .  On t h e  o t h e r  ,hand 
- - - -  - -- - -- - - - - - - - -- - 

one p r o s t i t u t e  s a i d  she would n e v e r  l eave  t h e  l i f e .  The m a j o r i t y  

o f  t h e  g i r l s  t hen  had an awareness  of t h e .  jbb  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n s .  

60 



One t h i r d  of  them would t u r n  t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n  only when l i f e  
. a 

e v e n t s  fo rced  them i n t o  making money and who d e s i s t  when those 

. l i f e  e v e n t s  took a t u r n  'for the b e t t e r .  

Concurrent wi th  being more s e v e r e l y  de l inquen t  and being 

p r o s t i t u t e s  , t h a t  group had been i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n  a  juven i l e  

d e t e n t i o n  c d n t r e  t o  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  degree in more cases  and 
r 

l o n g e r  i n  those  cases .  Group 1 g i r l s  had been i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n  

67% of the  c a s e s  an average o f  68 days. Group 2 g i r l s  had been 

i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n  only  25% of t h e  cases  on an average of 1 4  days,  

(See Table X I 1  and X I I I ) .  



Table XII. 
9 

\ 
4 - 

Were you ever incarcerated i n  a Juvenile Dentention Home? 
5 

P 
r '+ 

I 

i 

- 
. J 2s- 

Pros t i tu t e  At.-Risk 

Yes 

No 

-- - 

c h i  square=4.36 df=1 p<.05 



Table XI11 

How many days  have you spent  i n  a  J u v e n i l e  Detent ion Home? 

I Days P r o s t i t u t e  A t e R i s k  

1 

1 4  

2 7  

30 

49 

over  100 

I n t e r v e n t i o n  H i s t o r y  

The l i v e s  of these  g i r l s  were f i l l e d  w i t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l  and 

p a r a ~ p r o f e s s i o n a l s  t r y i n g  t o  i n i t i a t e  some i n t e r v e n t i o n s .  No 

a t t e m p t  was made t o  determine the form of  the  i n t e r v e n t i o n .  They 
- -- - - -- 

- - 

could be o u t l i n e d  from t h e - t e x t  books on s o c i a l  work, B 
c o r r e c t i o n s ,  c h i l d  ca re ,  c o u n s e l l i n g  and psych ia t ry .  Essent  

, 



t h i s  s t u d y  found t h a t  a  unique noncco+ord ina t ed  

r n u l t i ~ d i s c i p l l n a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n  was c r e a t e d  i n  each  

s i t u a t i o n  

Three q u e s t i o n s  a- were asked of each  s u b j e c t .  Had t h e y  had a 

s o c i a l  worker, prob'gt ion o f ' f i c e r ,  one t o  one worker, c h i l d  

w e l f a r e  worker o r  o t h e r ,  and f o r  how long? Accordingly f o r  each  

a r e a  t hey  had had a worker,  was t h a t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  bad, a l l  r i g h t  

o r  good? Table  X I V  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  ,answers t o  a l l  t h e s e  
+%< 

q u e s t i o n s .  The on ly  s i p p i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  between groups w a s  

P roba t ion  O f f i c e r  involvement  which i s  c o n c u r r e n t  w i th  

s i ~ i f i c a n t  s e v e r i t y  o f  de l inquency  and i n c a r c e r a t i o n  v a r i a b l e s .  



Table X I V  

In t e  rven t ion +- 
...i 

*+ 
Have you e v e r  had one of the  fo l lowing p r o f e s s i o n a l s  involved3in 

your l i f e ?  
a, 

" < 
. 1 - .  

P r o s t i t u t e s  ~ t k ~ f s k  

S o c i a l  Worker 1 0  11 " 

Probat ion O f f i c e r  9 4 
2. 

One t o  One Worker 3 5 - P 

C h i l d  Care Worker 6 6 

Coope rsmi t h  Se l f  Esteem Inventory  ( S E I )  

I tems t h a t  were p o s i t i v e l y  checked ( i n d i c a t i v e  o f  high 

se l fkes teem)  were given 2 p o i n t s .  Negat ively checked and the  

e i g h t  l i e  s c a l e  i tems were scored  0 .  Therefore ,  each  s u b j e c t  

achieved a wire  o u t  of a p o s s i b l e  100. Coopersmith's  s c a l e .  has  
n , 

n e v e r  been s t andard ized  .and norms publ i shed .  Therefore  the 

s c o r e s  a r e  r e l a t i v e  t o  each o t h e r  wi th in  groups.  The mean 

p r o s t i t u t e  group S E I  sco re  was 4 2  (S.D. = 13.856). The range of 
- - 



i 
, 

* - 
s c o r e s  was from 20 t o  60. The mean 'At-Risk1 group SEI s c o r e  was ,:' 

58 (s.D. = 19.05) .  The range of s c o r e s -  of group 2 %as from 22 t o  
"Ii _ 
' 9  ,, 

90. The group 2 s c o r e s  were s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h igher  ir?selfkesteem 

on both  a t - t e s t  (p<.001) and t h e  Mann-Whitney t e s t .  

' (See Table XV). , 



. ""c 

Table  XV - 
.q>- 

Range of  S e l f  - E s t e e m  I n v e n t o r y  Scores  

- -- 

Score p r o s t i t u t e  A t iR i sk  



J 

Synops is  

The two groups ,  p r o s t i t u t e  and 'AtkRiskl  show no  

s i p i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  on Race, School At tendence ,  Work 

H i s t o r y ,  Mob i l i t y ,  ~ o c i o ~ ~ c o n o m l c  S t a t u s ,  Family Background, 

Runayay H i s t o r y ,  Antecedents  t o  P r o s t i t u t i o n ,  o r  most of the  

I n t e r v e n t i o n  HJs tory .  The p r o s t i t u t e  g roup  was d i f f e r e n t  i n  a 
0 

number of  pe rhaps  r e l a t e d  ways. They were o l d e r ,  fewer  shad 

belonged t o  c l u b s ,  were moqe seve re  i n  t h e i r  d e l i n q u e n c i e s ,  had 

been i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n  more c a s e s  and f o r  a l o n g e r  p e r i o d ,  had had 

a p r o b a t i o n  o f f i c e r  i n  more c a s e s  f o r  a l o n g e r  p e r i o d ,  had been . 

s e x u a l l y  moles ted a t  a  younger age,  knew more p r o s t i t u t e s  more 

l i k e l y  as  f r i e n d s  than a c q u a i n t a n c e s  and had a lower  s e l f r e s t e e m  

r a t i n g .  

' - Case S t u d i e s  

C 

Two c a s e  s t u d i e s  w i l l  r e v e a l  t y p i c a l  p r o f i l e s  of  

p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t h e  s tudy .  The f i r s t  t o  be p r e s e n t e d  i s  Diane, a 
9 

g i r l  who a c t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  was f o u r t e e n ,  had n o t  been - 
d I " .  

i nvo lved  in- p r o s t i t u t i o * '  b u t  as d e f i n e d  by t h i s  s t u d y  &das 
f 

'A tkRi sk t .  The second case  s t u d y  i s  of  J a n i c e  who wa8 - a k t e e n  a t -  - 4 
- - 

t he  t i m e  o f  t h e  I n t e r v i e w  and had been invo lved  i n  prostitution 



Diane 

Date of B i r t h :  May 20 ,  1964. Age a t  Time of  ~nterv ie ; :  1 4  years ,  

11 months. 

Sources of Informat ion:  

1. pe r sona l  i n t e r v i e w  . s 

2. observa t ion  by group home s taff  

3. r e p o r t s  from s o c i a l  worker. 

Diane i s  young looking  f o r  a g i r l  of a lmost  15 years .  She 

i s  5 f t .  2 i n .  t a l l  and very s l i g h t l y  b u i l t ,  weighing about  100 

l b s .  She has shou lde r  l e n g t h  l i g h t  brown h a i r  and a very pa lour  

complexion. She does n o t  keep h e r s e l f  very we l l  groomed, most of 

the time l e a v i n g  h e r  h a i r  unbrushed and wearing very baggy, 
I 

d i r t y  c l o t h e s .  Only occass iona ly  would she . t i d y  and d r e s s  

h e r s e l f  fash ionably .  The o v e r a l l  p i c t u r e  o f  Diane i s  t h a t  of 
-f 

being tomeboyish. 

P red i spos ing  AtgRlsk' Condi t ions  

Diane was s t a y i n g  . a t  the  c r i s i s  s h e l t e r  a t  the  time of the  

in te rv iew.  She had turned  h e r s e l f  i n  td Emergency Serv ices  after 
" 

I l u l n g  for a m o n t h w i t h  her  boyfriend. The b o y f r i e n d h a d -  

i n t e r c o u r s e  with ano the r  g i r l  i n  t h e i r  h o t e l  room bed while she 

s l e p t  on t h e  f l o o r .  Hence Diane was very t raumatized at  i n t a k e  



9 

i n t o  the  c r i s i s  s h e l t e r .  
h' 

Diane had runaway from h e r  f a t h e r ' s  home most r e c e n t l y  

because of  f i g h t s  about  n o t  a t t e n d i n g  school  and having p a r t i e s  

while he was ou t .  She s p e n t  t h e  month away from home wi th  h e r  

boyfr iend t a k i n g  a  l o t  of L.S.D. Diane made n o  'at tempts t o  

c o n t a c t  h e r  f a m i l y  dur ing  t h a t  per iod and when she went t o  

Emergency Serv ices  she was s t i l l  very d e f i n i t e l y  opposed t o  
I Qc 

r e t u r n i n g  home. 
. - 

Diane ' s  problem wi th  school  a t tendance  cont inued while she ' 
< L 

was a t  the  c r i s i s  s h e l t e r .  She was e n r o l l e d  i n  an a l t e r n a t e  

school  b u t  came up with c o n s t a n t  excuses t o  l eave  o r  

o c c a s i o n a l l y  would j u s t  n o t  a t t e n d .  Diane was workwg on grade 
b 

4' , 
n i n e  work and h a d n ' t  f a i l e g  any o f  h e r  y e a r s  bu t  she d id  n o t  

en joy school and I t s  s t r u c t u r e .  t 
h 

While she had been a runaway Diane s t a t e d  t h a t  she - 
supported h e r s e l f  by being a  w a i t r e s s  and l a t e r  a f lower  s e l l e r .  

Diane claimed she made $140 a  week working 5 days a  week as a- ( 
I 

w a i t r e s s .  She l e f t  t h a t  job a f t e r  one week t o  become a  f lower 

s e l l e r  making $40 a n i g h t  working two n i g h t s  a week. Diane i s  a 

very r e s o u r c e f u l  young ady wi th  many s k i l l s  f o r  s u r v l v l n g  while \t 
being  a  runaway. d - &  - 

3occeCand s k a t i n  ad been important  a c t i v i t i e s  in h e r  
- - -  -- - - - - -- - - - - -- - 

prec teen  years .  She was proud pf these  a b i l i t i e s  and the  

f i g u r e k s k a t i n g  t rophy she had won. A d d i t i m a l y ,  Diane had an 

award f o r  h e r  s a f e t y  p a t r o l *  involvement. 
-. 



2+ 
Diane was born and raised i n  , ~ a n c o u v e r .  She ha& grown up i n  

f# 

one res idence  u n t i l  h e r  p a r e n t s  divorced when she was e i g h t .  ' 

Since then she had l i v e d  mostly wi th  h e r  f a t h e r  inbfour  

d i f f e r e n t  r e s idences .  A t ' $  t imes  she had gone t o  l i v e  wi th  h e r .  

mother f o r  s h o r t  pe r iods .  Diane had s tayed i n  n i n e  d i f f e r e n t  
t 

r e s idences  in  the  p a s t  year  as a r e s u l t  of f r e q u e n t u  running 

away from home. She had rived i n  the  c r i s i s  s h e l t e r  f o r  th ree  

wee$s a t  t h e  time of  the  in te rv iew.  
< 

D i m e ' s  f a t h e r  i s  re=d t o  be a micro-wave technic ian  
- 

having l ea rned  h i s  s k i l l  .in n i g h t  school.  Her mother i s  a  - 
r e c e p t i b n i s t  with a grade 13 educat ion .  She l i v e d  p r i m a r i l y  wi th  

4 

h e r  f a t h e r  and &6 y e a r  o l d  b ro the r .  Her r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  hep 

f a t h e r  was repor ted  by he r  t o  be bad with n o  warmth or -  a f f e c t i o n  
I 

and f r e q u e n t  arguments a t  home. Her b r o t h e r  and h e r  g o t  a long 

w e l l  b u t  he was n o t  a p o s i t i v e  influence-" on h e r  because of  h i s  - 
amphe tamine h a b i t .  They f r e q u e n t l $  had p a r t i e s  when t h e i r  e t h e r ,  

I r 

was o u t  f o r  t h e  evening. - 
4 

+.- 
t 

9 =. 

Diane had .-: n o  del inquency record  al though she admit ted t o  a  
=% te *- 

h i s t o r y  of s h o p l i f t i n g ,  b r e a h n g  and e n t q i n g  houses and s e l l i n g  

drugs.  She r e p o r t e d  running away from home 13 o r  1 4  t imes,  going 
* 

a s  f a r  as Edmonton on one occassion.  She-. would f i n d  a p lace  t o  
%. 

sbay by meeting people and being i n v i t e d  t o  s tay . -  -- 

't 

Drugs were -- a  predominant - - - - - - -  p a r t  --L of Diane 's  l i f e s t y l e .  In the  
'I 

month p r t o r  t o  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  she repor ted  d r i n k i n g  a l c o h o l  

s i x t e e n  t imes ,  smoking mar i juana  20 times, . taking LSD 20  t imes,  

71 
' L - 7  

- 



I 
coca ine  6 o r  7 t imes1 and b a r b i t u a t e s  3 t imes.  Add i t iona l ly  Diane 

i s  a' h&vy c i g a r e t t e ,  smoker. 
- ! 

- 
Diane had a  s o c i a l  worker f o r  1 l/2 y e a r s  and s a w  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  as good. she had a one t o  one c o u n s e l l o r  f o r  one 

saw t h a t  r e  as bad. She had had a  counse l lo r  

a t  the  c r i s i s  shel ter-  weeks and considered t h e  

f J  , r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  be good. 
b 

Diane scored  5 0  on t h e  SEI s c a l e  (mean f o r  t h a t  group i s  58 

S.D. = 1 9 )  s o  she f a l l s  in the  moderate s e l f ~ e s t e e m t a n ~ e .  Henae .- 
Diane c l e a r l y  f i t s  many of t h e  predispos ing  'A t tR i sk '  

qond i t ions .  The s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  f a c t o r s  have been very weak i n  
I 

I .  

q e r  l i f e .  
\ 

Turning Out Condi t ions  
1 r 

i 

was fir'st t r i e d  by Diane a t  age 13 and she d i d  

n o t  en joy  i t4 then.  Lat'er t h a t  yea r  she had fo rced  sexua l  

G. 4 i n t e q u r s e  wi th  a f r i e n d  of h e r  boyfr iend whom she  knew before  

+e a s s u a l t .  .She d i d  n o t  seem g r e a t l y  Pist$rbed' by -  the  g c i d e n t  
?' 

V i hevei .  bons ide r ing  t o  p r e s s  charges.  Diane t e d  having been '. 
\ \ 

s o l i c i t e d  while she was a runaway b u t  n e v e r  t ak ing  money.or , 

o t h e r  payment f o r  being i n  a  sex a c t .  She knew 8 o r  9 male 
- 

j u v e n i l e s  and 3 o r  4 female j u v e n i l e s  involved i n  p r o s t i t u t i o a .  
# 

- - -- -- 
-- 

- - 

\ 
She cons idered  a  number of  the# t o  be f r i e n d s  r a t h e r  than 

acquain tances .  Sheealso had some f r i e n d s  who were pimps. Qiane 
/ 

b 

d3 a 



.. knew a c c u r a t e l y  where, and f o r  how much p r o s t i t u t i o n  occurs .  

: t u r n i n g c o u t t  c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  Diane ' s  l i f e  t o  the same 

e x t e n t  a s  a  j u v e n i l e  p r o s t i t u t e .  However she has made a  dec i s ion  

n o t  t o  e n t e r  . . i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  
7 .  

Maintenance Condi t ions  

By he r  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  Diane i$ pinpo in ted  a s  being 
f= 

ext remely  'AteRiskl  of e n t e r i n g  i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  I t  i s  d l y  

h e r  s e l f i e s t e e m  l e v e l  and correspondingly  the  f a c t  t h a t  she 

t a m e d  h e r s e l f  in f o r  h e l p  t h a t  would l low any hopeful  9 
prognos is .  I t  i s  perhaps h e r  s t y l e  more t o  d i r e c t  h e r  nega t ive  

' e n e r g i e s  most ly i n t o  drug abuse and r e b e l l i n g  a g a i n s t  a u t h o r i t y  

and c q n t r o l s  ( schoo l ,  group home, f a t h e r ) .  She g e t s  a l o t  of - --4. a- 

a d u l t  a t t e n t i o n ,  a l b e i t  n e g a t i v e ,  f o r  bh&e activities from h e r  

p a r e n t s  and agency -,. workers. There i s g a l s o  a modicum of - 
\ belongi&Eess -$ t o  = t h e  group of  t e e n s  a t  t h e  c r i s i s  s h e l t e r  who 

, 
a r e  involved i n  drug abuse and r e b e l l i o n .  

J a n i c e  

Date o f  B i r t h :  December 1 4 ,  1961.  Age a t  Time of  In terv iew:  

16  y r s .  8 months. - 
i 

 our ce's of Information : 

1. ~e r s o n a l  In te rv iew 
1 

2. h b s e r v a t i o n  by group home s t a f f  
4 



3. r e p o r t s  from s o c i a l  worker. 

J a n i c e  is  a heavy s e t ,  dark f e a t u r e d  caucasian teenager .  

She i s  5 f t .  6 i n .  t a l l  and wights  1 4 0  l b s .  She has  dark  brown 
% shou lde r  l e n g t h  c u r l y  h a i r  p a r t e d  down the  middle. Her most 1 

d i s t i n c t i v e  f e a t u r e  i s  a round f a c e  w i t h  a smile  a lmost  azways i 
I 
I 

t h e r e  and dark,  twink l ing  eyes .  J a n i c e  d r e s s e s  in jeans eu?d j 
t - s h i r t s  and wears t h e  same jean j acke t  most of the  time. < I  I 

i 

I 

Although overweight J a n i c e  i s  a t t r a c t i v e ,  mostly because of  h e r  I 

f a c i a l  f e a t u r e s .  

~ r e d i s p o s i n ~  'At-Risk'  Condi t ions  

2 
A t  t he  time o f  the  i n t e r v i e w  J a n i c e  was a t  the  Emergency 

S e r v i c e s  o f f i c e .  She had been picked up on a bregch of probat ion  

o rde r .  A month ear l% she had run away from a M i n i s t r y  of  Human 

Resources t r ea tmen t  c e n t r e .  I n  t h a t  month J a n i c e  had supported 

h e r s e l f  by p r o s t i t u t i n g  and had been s t a y l n g  a t  a g i r l c f r i e n d t s  

apartment .  P r i o r  t o  the  t r e a t m q e n t r e  J a n i c e  had l i v e d  o f f  

, and on with' h e r  mother, i n  the  c r i s i s  s h e l t e r  qnd with h e r  

f a t h e r  f o r  the  p a s t  a r .  Breakdowns i n  h e r  l i v i n g  s i t u a t i o n  
??= 

with  mother and f a t h e r  had occurred because J a n i c e  d id  n o t  heed 

any s o r t  of  r u l e s ,  choosing t o  do as she wished, whe e v e r  she $/ - - 

wished. J a n i c e  p r e c i p i t a t e d  a severe c r i s i s  on t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  
- - - +r--- - - 

occas ions  by c la iming  t h a t  a close'  male f r i e n d  of the  pa ren t  she 
a 

was l i v i n g  wi th  a t  the  time had raped h e r  In  h e r  s l eep .  These 



ff 

s t o r i e s  were i n v e s t i g a t e d  each time and d isc la imed by the  

a l ikged  p e r p e t r a t o r .  Th i s  behavior l e d  t o  h e r  r e f e r r a l  and 
, 

subsequent es idency a t  t h e  t r ea tmen t  c e n t r e .  p: 
J a n i c e  would a t t e n d  an a l t e r n a t e  ,school when n o t  a runaway. 

-* 

She claims t o  l i k e  school  and be doing grade 10  work. Shtfhad 

n o t  been in school  f o r  he p a s t  month a s  she would have b en 
7 4,~ 

a 
,+ 'u 

a r r e s t e d  i f  she showed up. 

~ h &  only job J a n i c e  r epor ted  having was b a b y s i t t i n g .  A - 

n e g l i g f b l e  *income was obta ined  a s  she d id  n o t  work v e r y  o f t e n .  

J a n i c e  was born and r a i s e d  i n  Vancouver l i v i n g  wi th  e i t h e r  

he r  f a t h e r  o r  h e r  mother. She had l i v e d  f o r  the  p a s t  f i v e  months 

in the  t rea tment  c e n t r e .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  she had l i v e d  as 

p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned on and o f f  a t  mother 's ,  f a t h e r ' s  o r  the  

c r i s i s  . s h e l t e r .  

- ' J a n i c e  had a b s o l u t e l y  n o  involvement w i t h  c lubs ,  s p o r t s  o r  
, 

community a c t i v i t i e s  li~ h e r  p a s t .  

 other has  a  grade 10  educa t ion  having l e f t  h igh  school  a t  

1 6  because she was pregnant  with J a n i c e .  Mother had been on 

s o c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  twelve y e a r s  s i n c e  she  sepera ted  from 

J a n i c e ' s  f a t h e r .  Fa the r  has  a grade 1 2  educat ion  k d  i s  a  

succe ,ss fu l  con t r a c t o r .  

There had been -a number of  o t h e r  men in  Jan iceFs  mother 's  

l i f e ,  one of' w h o m m i s  €he Tamer  o f  a y o ~ n g e ~ a T f r s ~ t ~ r - o f  

J a n i c e .  J a n i c e ' s  s i s t e r  was f i v e  a t  the  t ime of the  in te rv iew.  

Janice  always r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  men who had l i v e d  commonblaw wi th  



h e r  mother as 'Uncle1.  I t  was p d e  of these  'mkLs '  t h a t  was an 
, .. 8 \ 

a l l e g e d  r a p i s t  Inl one of J a n i c g ' s  s t o r i e s .  , "7 
J a n i c e  go t  a1,mg w e l l  wi th  mother. Mother and daughter  

shared  i n t i m a c i e s  about  t h e i r  l i v e s  and d i sp layed  warmth 
, 
I 

a f f e c t i o n  -to one another .  J a n i c e  r e p o r t s  t h e r e  weren ' t  arguments 
0 . '  @ .  I 

a t  home because she l e f t  t o  avoid them. 
b 

-& 
.=.m 

- t  . 

J a n i c e  was on probat ion  f o r  a c a r  t h e f t .  She 'cont inued = i 

doing de l inquenc ies ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  breaking and e n t e r i n g  s t o r e s  i 
7-' 

and p r o s t i t u t i n g .  i ! 
4 J a n i c e  had been very h e a v i l y  i n t o  drugs i n  he r  month on h e r  , I 
3 '  

own j u s t  p r i o r  t o  the  in te rv iew.  She had a lcoho l  and mari juana , g 

and some hal luc inogens  (L.S.D. o r  p s i l o c y b i n )  everyday. Jan ice  i 
3 

a l s o  smoked a pack of cigarettes a day. 
1 

1 Y 

f 

Many modes of I n t e r v e n t i o n  were- a t tempted i n  J a n i c e ' s  l i f e ,  .t i 
4 

i a l  Workers had been involved i n  h e r  l i f e  f o r  4 years .  She 

s i d e r e d  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  in a l l  cases  t o  be bad. She a l s a  had 

a bad r e l a t i o n s h i p  with, h e r  probat ion  o f f i c e r .  J a n i c e  had been * 

i n c a r c e r a t e d  i n  t h e  juven i l e  de t e n t i o n  c e n t r e  seven t imes,  f o r  a  

,i. week on each  occass ion .  J a n i c e  r e p o r t s  s e e i n g  a  p s y c h i a t r i s t  f o r  

10 y e a r s  and t h a t  i t  was a s a t i s f a c t o r y  s i t u a t i o n .  

Her S.E.I. s co re  was 52. That  p u t s  her  in a moderate rarige 

which i s  h igher  than average f o r  h e r  group {group 1 mean = 42 - 
. S * L  = 1-3>* - - - - - - - - - - - - 

L 
J a n i c e ' s  l i f e  has had very weak c o n d i t i o n s  t h a t  l e a d  t o  

-3 
s o c i a l  c o n t r o l .  Family and community f a c t o r s  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  



tenuous i n - h e r  h i s t o r y .  Her s e l f - a t t i t u d e  i s  the  one positive 

f a c t o r .  

Turning Out Condit ions 

J a n i c e  f i r s t  t r i e d  in tercoGrse  a t  12 and she d i d n ' t  en joy  

i t  t h e  f i r s4  time b u t  d id  t h e r e a f t e r .  She r e p o r t s  be ing  s e x u a l l y '  

molested a t  age 1 2  by a s t r a n g e r  while she was a runaway. J a n i c e  

r e p o r t s  hcving been s o l i c i t e d  and having taken money f o r  being 

in  a  sex  a c t .  She has  been p r o s t i t u t i n g  on and off  f o r  a  year .  \ 
, Turning t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n  was repor ted  as r e s u l t i n g  from a need 

f o r  money and because a  f r i e n d  t o l d  h e r ' t o  t r y  i t .  She had 1 2  

2 male and 11 female juven i l e  p r o s t i t u t e  f r i e n d s .  . c . . 
- .  -i 

J a n i c e  had run *way from h e r  l i v i n g  s i tua&ion a t  l e a s t  20 
,*- <- .vgL 

-3g 
t imes.  The f u r t h e s t  she ran t o  was Ontar io.  She wbuld suSpor t  

h e r s e l f  by p r o s t i t u t i n g  o r  breaking  a n d - e n t e r i n g  o r  l i v i n g ,  wi th  
: 

a f r i e n d ' s  mother. During most of h e r d 6 t r a v e l s ,  though, she 

s t ayed  a t  h o t e l s .  r 

a Hence J a n i c e  made the  dec i s ion  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n  

when the  oppor tun i ty  a rose .  A l l  t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  were p r e s e n t  t o  
- 

predispose  her  t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n  and then ' f o r  h e r  t o  ' t u r r i r o u t ' .  

Maintenance Condit ions 7 

1- 

J a n i c e  worked seven n i g h t s  a  week every  o t h e r  week. She was 

e a r n i n g  $50.00 a t r i c k  and doing two t o  f o u r  a n i g h t .  She had - - , 



money t o  spend f r e e l y  on c l o t h e s ,  drugs,  h o t e l s ,  t a x i s  and 

f r i e n d s .  

There had been a  pimp involved i n  J a n i c e ' s  l i f e  f o r '  t h ree  

days.  He provided c l o t h e s  and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  She gave him 100% 

of h e r  take  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t n i g h t .  T 

t J a n i c e  views p r o s t i t u t i o n  a s  an e a s y  l i f e  and en joys  the  

company of  the  people involved.  However she r e p o r t s  she would 

l eave  t h e  l i f e  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n  because ' i t  is  cheap work' as 

s o m  as she i s  happy in  a  l i v i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  
* 

J a n i c e ' s  l i f e  had been i n  turmoi l  con t inudus ly  f o r  the  p a s t  

year .  No i n t e r v e n t i o n  seemed t o  be tmg h e r  from a very 

h e d o n i s t i c  l i f e r s t y l e .  The prognosis  f o r  J a n i c e  seems f r a u g h t  
" * 

with s e l f ~ d e s t r u c t i v e n e s s  and an unwi l l ingness '  t o  change t h a t  

d i r e c t i o n .  T h i s  i s  an example o f  one of  t h e  c a s e s  t h a t  may make 

$'d r e a d e r  t r u l y  aware of  the  d e s p a i r k i n  the l i v e s  of these  

g i r l s  who p r o s t i t u t e  themselves on Davie S t r e e t .  



I V .   isc cuss ion 

The d a t a  s u p p o r t s  the  hypothes is  t h a t  the  popu la t ions  of 
k 'A t rRisk l  and p r o s t i t u t e  j u v e n i l e s  have e q u a l l y  had a number of  

* 
l i f e  exper i ences  which weaken t h e i r  t i e s  t o  convent ional  ' 

' . s o c i e t y .  Although n o  'comparison was made with a  sample o f  

j u v e n i l e s  who had n o t  been involved i n  unconvent ional  
% 

a c t i v i t i e s ,  t h e  evidence s t a n d s  by i t s e l f  from what every day 

. exper ience  t e l l s  us  about  convent ional  juven i l e s .  By d e f i n i t i o n  

conven tSona l ' j uven i l e s  s t a y  and f i n i s h  school .  They a r e  n o t  

involved- i n  t h e  juven i l e .  c o u r t s  f o r  de l inquenc ies .  They do n o t  

come t o  c o u n s e l l o r s ~  a t t e n t i o n  f o r  being s e x u a l l y  molested.  

Rather  they a r e  the  s i l e n t  m a j o r i t y  t h a t  a r e  r a r e l y  the focus  of 

e i t h e r  t h e  media o r  t h e  r e sea rcher .  m e r e f o r e ,  the  c la im t h a t  

t h e s e  two groups have fewer and weaker t i e s  wi th  convent ional  
t 

socigby than convent ional  juven i l e s  is- suppor ted  prima f a c i e  by 

t h e  data. 

Both popu la t ions  sampled rece ive  very  l i m i t e d  amounts of 

s o c i a l  ~ e i n f o r c e m e n t  f o r  convent ional  a c t i v i t i e s  as was a l s o  

hypothesized.  T h i s  f a c t  i s ,  of course,  h i g h l y  c o r r e l a t e d  t o  the  
i 

lgck of c m v e n t i o h a l  t i e s  wi th in  s o c i e t y .  They have fewer 
-- - - - - - - - - - 

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  r e c e i v e  s o c i a l  r e i n f o r c e r s  and are n o t  
4 
t ' 

s u c c e s s f u l  a t  o b t a i n i n g  those t h a t  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  wi th in  -the&''- - 2 



scope of ccnventio 'nal  a c t i v i t i e s .  

Se l fces teem was found , to  be s i g n i f i c a n t l y  lower i n  t h e  

p r o s t i t u t e  group r a t h e r  than h igher  a s  hypothesized.  Theseg 

r e s u l t s  d i r e c t l y  can t r a d i c t  Kaplan ' s theory  o f  se l fges teem i n  

de l inquen t s .  What t h e  r e s u l t s  do i n d i c a t e  i s  t h a t  those  

j u v e n i l e s  who t h i n k  l e a s t  h i g h l y  of  themselves a r e  most h i g h l y  

involved i n  d e v i a n t  a c t i v i t i e s  such a s  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Those A 

j u v e n i l e s  with a  g r e a t e r  sense of self' worth a r e  n o t  involved i n  
. . 

p r o s t i t u t i o n .  Perhaps i t  i s  a r e s u l t  of  t h e i r  s e l f  concept ,  b u t  

on the  o t h e r  hand i t  is  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a s  they grew o l d e r ,  as the  

p r o s t i t u t i o n  group members are, t h e  become involved i n  

p r o s t i t u t i o n  and - t h e i r  s e l f  concept decreases .  Answering the  
a 

c a u s a l i t y  ques t ion  i n  t h i s  type of r e sea rch ,  however, i s  

d i f f i c u l t .  

ff 

E a r l i e r  t h i s  study i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a  number o f  a 

q u e s t i o n s  unanswered about  juven i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  need 

a t t e n t i o n .  Th i s  s t u d y  has  -attempted t o  f i l l  i n  t h i s  l a c k  of 

da ta .  The r e s u l t s  w i l l  be r epor ted  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  t o  answer 

those q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  degree t h e  d a t a  a l lows.  

7 
What f a c t o r s  l e a d  a juven i l e  in to  p r o s t i t d t i o n ?  

- 

The whole l i f e  o f  t h e  juven i l e  p r o s t i t u t e  i n d i c a t e s  a  

& 

.._, ce r t a2n  sequence of events l-eacTiTgQ-toprostl tmlzGXni 'l'hey have a - 
Lt 

l a c k  of  tk1es t o  convent ional  s o c i e t y  ( f ami ly ,  school ,  work and 



community a c t i v i t i e s ) .  Lower se l fges teem develops,  compared t o  

o t h e r  j u v e n i l e s  who l a c k  convent ional  s o c i e t a l  t i e s .  They a r e  

l i k e l y  t o  have been s e x u a l l y  molested a t  an e a r l y  age,  aga in  

even a more d r a s t i c  s i t u a t l o n  than those  ' a t r r i s k l ,  f o r  t h e  
s 

moles ta t ion  occurs  in both popu la t ions  bu t  a t  an e a r l i e r  age in  

$he p r o s t i t u t e  group. These f a c t o r s  having been p r e s e n t  in  t h e i r  

l i v e s  t h e  j u v e n i l e s  s- tar t  engaging i n  'deviant  a c t i v i t i e s  of 

.lawkbreaking, drug use ,  e a r l y  s e x u a l  experience and running 
- .  away. Having engaged i n  t h i s  l i f e s t y l e  they  a r e  introduced '  t o  

the world and l i f e s t y l e  o f  p r o s t i t u t i o n .  They come un 'h e r  

p r e s s u r e  t o  engage in the p r o s t i t u t i o n  l i f e s t y l e  from pimps, 

acquain tances ,  f r i e n d s  o r  p o t e n t i a l  customers.  A t  t h i s  p o i n t  

they  have a r r i v e d  a t  the  e n t r a n c e  p o i n t .  The more dev ian t  

a d o l e s c e n t s  e n t e r  and the  l e s s  dev ian t  d o n ' t .  The degree of  

deviance i s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e l r  s e l f r p e r c e p t i o n  ( lower  se l faes teem)  

and e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s ,  which l a b e l  them d e v i a n t s .  Th i s  i s  a  l a b e l  

t h a t  the{ soon a  cep t .  The e x t e r n a l  f a c t o r s  a r e  more s e r i o u s  
a* h 

del inqu&ci&, a ;  g r e a t e r  time and frequency i n c a r c e r a t e d ,  g r e a t e r  ' 
'4 

probat ion  o f f i c e r  time and frequency,  and e a r l i e r  age of  sexua l  

moles ta t ion .  

A p o s s i b l e  ch rono log ica l  exp lana t ion  e x i s t s  which demLnds 

f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  The e a r l y  sexua l  moles ta t ion  (mean = 11.5 
- 

y e a r s )  may have been a s s o c i a t e d  with the  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  of 
- - - - pp - - - - - - - - - - - - - . . 

deviance.  The v ic t imized  p r e ~ a d o l e s c e n t  l i k e l y  c a r r i e s  in t e n s e  

f e e l i n g s  of be ing  d i f f e r e n t  from h e r  peers ,  probably f e e l s  
c 



g u i l t y  and l a b e l l e d  as be ing  d i f f e r e n t  ( d e v i a n t )  because o f  h e r  
L 

I 

s i t u a t i o n .  The l a b e l  of deviance would l e q d  t o  the  lower 

s e l f  +e s teem and more severe delinq.uencies. Long1 t u d i n a l  s t u d i e s  . 

of molested prekadolescent  girls could i n v e s t i g a t e  thks  
1 

p o s s i b i l i t y .  
J 

t 

What i s  t h e i r  f ami ly  and " s o c i a l  h i s t o r y ?  

0 

These g i r l s  in t h i s  s tudy have a low soc io~economic  s t a t u s  k 
I 

backgrbund. T h e i r  f a m i l i e s  have been brokdn up by seperat3on o r  

dea th .  There i s  l i t t l e  a f f e c t i o n  d i sp layed  and f r e q u e n t  
, 

arguments occur in  the  f a m i l y  l i f e .  They have been very mobile 

e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h i s  per iod  of t h e i r  l i f e ,  hairing l i v e d  in an 

average of 11 d i f f e r e n t  r e s idences  inxthe  year  p rev ious  t o  the  i 
9 
J 

i n t e rv iew.  They have had an u n s u c c e s s f u ~  schoo l  c a r e e r .  Clubs 
1 
B 

\ >  

j 

and community a c t i v i t i e s  have been a pa r t j80f  l e s s  than  h a l f  of 
I .  

the  p r o s t i t u t e  group, while a lmost  a l l  of' t h e .  l A t ~ R i s k !  group 
. 

ha? had t h i s  inGolvement. The majo r i ty  of c lub  and commuf~ity 

a c t i v i t i e s  occurred when t h e s e ' g i r l s  were a t  an e a r l y  age. Since rl 

6 
t h e  'AtkRiskV group were much more f r e q u e n t l y  involved In t h e e  

type o f  a c t i v i t i e s ' t h a n  t h e  p r o s t i t h e  group, i t  might be t h a t  

\ 
t h i s  i s  an impor tanBpind ica to r  r of e a r l y ,  convent ional  s o c i a l  

, 
- - - - 

reinforcement .  I t  i s  unc lea r ,  however, why some o? t h e  
- 

-- pp ppp - 

-- ei 
5 p s s i  t u t e  g ~ p r e p o r t e e d 7 h i T i k k i n d d O e a r ~ t  i v i  t le s and 
-L - - 

;*'= 
*= s t i l l  wound up in p r o s t i t u t i o n ,  i f  t h e  s o c i a l  re inforcement  



- 
hypo thes i s  3s t e n a b l e .  Perhaps t h e  q u a l i t y  of these &t%viWe-s 

i s  c r u c i a l .  Unfor tunate ly  d a t a  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  in t h i s  s tudy 

t o  adequate ly  answer t h i s  ques t ion .  

What o t h e r  de l inquen t  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  they involved I n ?  

.The g i r l s  repor ted  t h a t  they  had been a r r e s t e d  f o r  

de l inquer lc ies  ranging from s h o p l i f t i n g  and drug  possess ion  
'$ charges  t o  breaking  and e n t e r i n g  and a s s a u l t .  The p r o s t i t u t e  

group g i r l s  r epor ted  having been involved i n  more s e r i o u s  

d e l i n q u e n c i e s  t o  a s i g n i f i c a n t  degree.  Th i s  del inquency v a r i a b l e  * 
i s  a s s o c i a t e d  with t h e  psychologica l  v a r i a b l e  s e l f  Pesteem being . 

t 

lower.  T h i s  sugges t s  t h a t  perhaps when s e l f r e s t e e m  i s  lower the  .-. 

i n t e r n a l  c o n t r o l s  and concern about  the  e x t e r n a l '  c o n t r o l s  have 

decreased ,  t h u s  p red i spos ing  t h e  juven i l e  t o  de l inquencies .  

G 

What a r e  t h e  $ o c i o ~ c u l t u r a l  norms- of juven i l e  p r o s t i t u t i o n ?  

The m a j o r i t y  of j u v e n i l e s  a r e  in t roduced i n t o  p r . o s t i t u t i o n  

by a f r i e n d  who may i n  some cases  be a 'pimp bu t  i t , i s  m o s t .  

l i k e l y  t o  be ano the r  p r o s t i t u t e .  A juveniae i n i t i a l l y  e n t e r s  

/ i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n  f o r  the need of money and are y s u a l l y p  r h a w a y  

from home o r  a  M.H.R. placement. They a r e  u s u a l l y  n o t  supervised  
- 

o r  t r a i n e d  i n t o  t h e '  l.ife bu t  l e a r n  t h e  t r a d e  on the job. The 
- - -  - - ppp -ppp 

. p r i c e  charged ranges from $20 t o  $1000 -for the. females  w i t Q  t h e  

average r e p o r t e d  being $87. The g i r l s  were on t h e  s t r e e t  an 



s t a y  involved i s  very broad r a n g i n g  from 2 d a y s  . t o  2 years .  

Pimps a r e ,  involved a t  some p o i n t  in t h e i r  c a r e e r  i n  h a l f  

' the c a s e s  ' repor ted .  ~ o s t  of  t h e s e  pimps were cons idemd by the-  

g i r l s  t o  be t h e i r  boyfr iends .  

The f a c t o r s  oumined  i n  t h i s  s tudy i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

many j u v e n i l e s  ' a t i r l s k l  'of e n t e r i n g  i n t o  p r o s t i t u t i o n  6 
- 

Vancouver. Emergency Serv ices  picked up 2,231- j u v e n i l e s  i n  the  

f i r s t  10  months of 1978(Levens and ~owe ,1979) .  nl These p l u s  the  

many hundred j u v e n i l e s  i n  M.H. R. plac6&nts p o t e n t i a l l y  I 
encompass tks'e IprecPisposing a t b r i s k  c c n d i t i o n s . '  When an 

L- 

2, . gL 
' A t ~ R i s k '  j k e n i l e  i a  exposed t o  the' turning o u t  c o n d i t i o h s  t h e  

3 
-; - 

r i s k  i s  indreased  even more. The i n f l h e n c e  o f  a juven i l e  
* >* 

p r o s t i t u t e  on an ' a t i r i s k '  juveni le  &can be a major de termining  
6% 

d 

f a c t o r  on the  en t rance  i n t o .  t h e  l i f e .  Juven+les  co+m i n t o ,  

c o n t a c t  wi th  a d o l e s c e n t s  who have be& involved i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n  
. - 

when they  a r e  in  many o f  t h e  M.H.R. placements. _+- I F 

I n t e r v e n t i o n  fas at tempted in the  l i v e s  of a l l  the  *: 
-a t 

j u v e n i l e s  -sampled.>ocial workers, probat ion  o f f i c e r s ,  child. 
- - - ' e- - - - - -  - - - 

wel fa re  workers and occass iona ly  pr ivi l te  p s y c h o t h e ~ p i s t s  were 

involved in  the  t r ea tmen t  process .  Informatlcm i s  i a c k h g ,  of 

course ,  on t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n t e r v e n t i o n  because thoge j u v e n i l e s  
- 



> 

A- . 
we re n o t  In t he  situations lencffrrg thmr-tm bcam&k&feto-be-- 

-r 

intervie.wed f o r  t h i s  s tudy.  But t h e r e  a r e  some j u v e n i l e s '  t h a t  

a r e  n o t  being s u c c e s s f u l l y  treat-the i n t e r v e n t i o n  o f f e r e d .  
R 

C r u c i a l  t imes in  the  l i v e s  of these  j u v e n i l e s  a r e  i n d i c a t e d  by 
," 

? .  

t h e o d a t a  o f  t h i s  s tudy.  I n t e r v e n t i o n  could be in t roduced a t  

theke times for those  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  t o  be ' a t  
'3 \ 

r i s k ' .  The e a r l i e s t  i n t e r v e n t i o n  sugge& by t he  d a t a  would - - -  I 

c o n s i s t  o f  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of t h e =  c h i l d  to  the  

fami ly ,  t h e  school  and -community a c t i v i t i e s .  
* 

I n t e r v e n t i o n  i s  c b u c i a l  in a l l  cases  o i  sexua l  abuse o f  a 

w 

c h i l d r e n .  The i d e n t i f i c a t i a n  a d  t r ea tmen t  of t h i s  problem i s  a . 

growing f i e l d  i n  p r a c t i c e  and l i t e r a t u r e  and may w e l l  d e t e r  the. , 

number of  g i r l s  who might la ter  engage in in p r o s t i t u t i o n  from 

doing so . ,  

L i m i t a t i o n s  

The r e s u l t s  and i m p l i c a t i o n s  of - th is  s tudy a r e  tempered by 
F 

- a  f e w  design problems. The number o f  s u b j e c t s  a v a i h b l e  %- f o r  

. i n t e rv iewing  Is  smal l  a n d ' a s  such t h e  power o f  t h e  s t a t i s t i c a l  
- 

t e s t s  i s  weakened.  he s t a t i s t i c s ,  however, w &,sen wi th  
- 4 .  

% 

t h i s  f a c t .  i n  c 'onsiderat ion.  . 
- 

There i s  Q O  comparison. with a group of*- 'normal '  
-- - - - - pp - -L-p - 

7 r - -- 
ado lescen t s .  T h i s  would have complicated t h e  procedure t o  g e t  , X?  
norma.tive d a t a  Vancouver juven i l e s  and a-.numbe r o f  c~mmon . 

A'+ - 
t 



* 1  

sense assumpt ions  were made in p l a c e d  %he h e k  ofc%&t&;-- - -  

The age v a r i a b l e  could n o t  be c o n t r o l l e d  and'af 'fected the  

comparab i l i ty  of t h e  groups.  The p r o s t i t u t e  b o u p  was 

s i g n $ f i c & t l y  o l d e r  than t h e  'AtcRiskl  group. 
i 
I 
I S e l f  report  &?ormation such as a s  was c o l l e c t e d  in t h i s  
d 

s tud$ has  l i m i t e d  r e l i a b i l i t y .  The p a r t i c i p a n t s ,  however, a r e  
I 

l y  a v a i l a b l e  source of information s o  t h e i r  s t a t ements  ,are 
the afi 

prima f a c i e .  The g e n e r a l i z a b i l i t y  t o  o t h e r  juveni le  

i t u t e  a n d  'At-Risk'  popu la t ions  i s  l i m i t e d  by the  l a c k  of  

B ran om sampling f o r  t h i s  s tudy.  P a r t i c i p a n t s  were in terv iewed 

from yery  s p e c i f i c  popu la t ions  and do n o t  f u l l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  

t o t a l  popula t ion  a c c u r a t e l y .  There a r e  presumably some juven i l e s  

o  do n o t  e v e r  come i n t o  c o n t a c t  with s o c i a l  agencies .  This  

' s t r e e t '  popula t ion  was n o t  adequa te ly  sampled i n  t h i s  s tudy. '  

In  ccnclus ion  the f i n d i n g s  of t h i s  s tudy e m p i r i c a l l y  

c o r r e l a t e d  a number of  v a r i a b l e s  t o  e n t r a n c e  i n  t o  juveni le  

p r o s t i t u t i o n .  The s o c i a l  c o n t r o l  and s o c i a l  re inforcement  

t h e o r i e s  a r e  shown t o  be e m p i r i c a l l y  v a l i d .  The st,udy a l s o  
. 

i n d i c a t e d  a  s e q u e n t i a l  model o f  en t rance  i n t o  juveni le  

p r o s t i t u t i o n  d i f f e r e n t i a t i n g  between ' a t t r i s k t  and p r o s t i t u t e  & 

group juven i l e s .  Although l i m i t e d  by the  small sample a v a i l a b l e  

some impor tant  imp1ication.s a r e  supported and a r e  sugges t ive  of 

d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e  r e sea rch .  



Que s tionnazre 

S e l f  -Es teem I n v e n t o r y  

- kppendi x 



Que s t i o n n a i r e  

Date -- 

I n  t e rv i ewe  r 

Length of I n t e r v i e w  : 

S t a r t i n g  

Sex 6 PI F 

Age F- yr's . 

Educa t icn  2 Do you a t t e n d  schoo l  i. y e s  no  

How r e g u l a r l y  - h r s .  /day; days/wk. 

What g rade  are you I d w e r e  you - las t  in - gd. 

Do you e n j o y  schoo l  - y e s  n o  
I 

Work H i s t o r y  F Do you have a job k y e s  n o  
k 

What i s  it L - -  ---- s k i l l e d  
PA- 

What Job-( S t have you had ' 
- 

-- semlksmllxa 

A- u n e s k i l l e d  



What i s  your p r e s e n t  OF l a s t  lsteortle - /wk. 

Mobi l f tg  c Were you born and/or r a i s e d  in G r e a t e r  Vancouver 
J 

m u n i c i p a l i t y  c 

ye Sf0 \ ->  I 

How l m g  have you l i v e d  here I 

Who do you l i v e  with . -- ----- - - - - --- , 

How long have you l i v e d  Fn your p r e s e n t  res idence  

many p l a c e s  have you v v e d  in  the past year  
\ 

Socio+Economic S t a t u s  
1 

4 f a t h e r '  s o c c u d t i o n  

mother 's  occupat ion 

es t ima ted  income - - - - /yr  . 
f a t h e r ' s  educa t ion  l e v e l  . 
mother 's  educat ion  l e v e l  . -- - 

Family Backgropd  
-1 

Are your n a t u r a l  p a r e n t s  divorced o r  sepe ra ted .  yes  n o  

Composition of  f ami ly  a t  p r e s e n t :  ' f a t h e r ,  s t e p r f a t h e r ,  
$: * mother, s tep-mother ,  b r o t h e r s  , s i s t e r s  

o t h e r s  J C- 
L- 

. 
. I s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  f a t h e r  bad a l l r i g h t  good 

11 11 I1 11 bad a l l r i g h t  good 



Is warmth o r  a f f e c t i o n  d i s p l a y e d  at home yes n o  

Are t h e r e  f r e q u e n t  (>3/wk) arguements a t  home yes  n o  

9 )  S o c i a l  H i g t o r y  
- 

Do you be long  t o  any c l u b s ,  o rgan ized  commit tees  y e s  n o  

( i n c l u d i n g  gangs )  --- --- 

Have you had r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  any &ce&npl ishments  yes  n o  

1 0 )  Del inquency H i s t o r y  

Do you have an a r r e s t  r e c o r d  yes  n o  

What f o r  . ____ 

Do you engage i n  d e l i n q u e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  yks n o  

tC 

Have you e v e r  run away from home y e s  no  

How many t imes  - 

What was t h e  f u r t h e s t  --- --- 

How d i d  you s u p p o r t  y o u r s e l f :  

Where d i d  you s t a y  - 
------_I--- 

- -  - 

Do you use d rugs?  a l c o h o l  - -  ---- /mo . 
tobacco  - -- /mo . 
mar i juana ,  hash  - ---- /mo . 
h a l l u c i n o g e n s  -- .-- /mo . 
n a r c o t i c s  - ------ /mo. 



b a r b i t u a  t e s  - /mo. 

s o l v e n t s  - - /mo: 

o t h e r s  - p- /mo. 

11) P r o s t i t u t i o n  H i s t o r y  and In fo rma t ion  \ 

When d i d  you f i r s t  have i n t e r c o u r s e  y r s / o l d  

Did you l i k e  i t  y e s  n o  

Were you e v e r  s e x u a l l y  moles ted y e s  n o  

A t  what age y r s / o l d .  

Do you mind i f  I a s k ' w h o , i t  was 
s: 

- 
P 

Have you e v e r  needed money and n o t  had a conven t iona l /  
4 

s t r a i g h t  way o f  g e t t i n g  i t  y e s  n o  

Have you e v e r  b e e n p s o l i c i t e d  D yes  n o  

Have you e v e r  taken money o r  o t h e r  payment f o r  be ing  i n  

a sex  a c t  yes  n o  

Do you/did you know anyone i n v o l v e  i n  p r o s t i t u t i o n  P 
yes  n o  

R e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  you 

Where i s  j u v e n i l e  prostitution common ------ 

How many ma le s  i nvo lved  -- 

How many females invo lved  -- - 

How much p e r  customer  Male $ Female $ 
I 

For  how l o n g  4+ - - - 



How many pe r  Jay - . 
Are you c u r r e n t l y  engaged in  p r ' o s t i tu t ion  yes n o  

How l m g  a p r o s t i t u t e  

Frequency on the  s t r e e t  days/wk m e x  

Were you/are you supervised  o r  t r a i n e d  yes n o  

For  how long ' 

How much money on you now, show me $ 
I 

* -Why d i d  you become a  p r o s t i t u t e ?  
, - 

Have you a r e l a t i o n s h i p  with a  pimp yes  n o  

' \  

* - 
Have you e v e r  worked with ano the r  pimp \.yes no 

\ 

Length of' time with pimp -- 

. . % of money given t o  pimp -- 
-4 

Support given by pimp - 

1 2 )  R e l a t i o n s h i p s  - 
Have you maintained c o n t a c t  wi th  fami ly  

I How i s  t h e  c o n t a c t  with f a m i l y  bad a l l r i g h t  good 

f r i e n d s  bad a l l r i g h t  good 

* t r i c k s  bad a l l r i g h t  good 

1 3 )  I n t e r v e n t i o n  His to ry  

Have you e v e r  had a :  

S o c i a l  Worker bad a l l r i g h t  good 

how long  - 

Probat ion  ,Of f i ce r  bad a l l r i g h t  good 



how long  

1 ~ 1  Worker 

how long  

Chi ld  Welfare 

Resource Worker 

how long  

Other 

how l o n g  

bad a l l r i g h t  gobd 

4 

bad a l l r i g h t  good 

bad l r i g h t  good 
,F &-- a 

I n c a r c e r a t i o n  e v e r  How long 

Reasons f o r  l e a v i n g  t h e  l i f e  of p r o s t i t u t i o n  



SelfcEsteem Inven to ry  (SEI) 

P l e a s e  mark each s t a t ement  i n  the fo l lowing way: If t h e ,  
\ 

s t a tdment  d e s c r i b e s  how you u s u a l l y  f e e l ,  put a check mark i n  
1 

t ~ ~ o l u m ,  "Like Me. If t h e  s ta tement  does n o t  desc r ibe  how 

g u s u a l l y  f e e l ,  put. a check mark i n  the column "Unlike Me. A 

There a r e  no r i g h t  o r  wrong angwers. 

Unlike me  ,, 
i 

2,- I ' m  p r e t t y  s u r e  of  myself .  .- 

3 .  I o f t e n y i s h I w e r e  someonee l se .  
1 

4 .  I 1 m e a s y  t o  l i k e .  

L 
5. My p a r e n t s  and I have a l o t  of 

fun t o g e t h e r .  

6 .  I n e v e r  worry about  anything. - - 



7. 

8. 

9 

PO. 

11. 

12. 

I f i n d  i t  v e r y  ha rd  t o  t a l k  i n  
s 

f r c n k o f  t h e  c l a s s .  

I wish I were younger. 

There a r e  l o t s  o f  t h i n g s  abou t  

myself  I ' d  change i f  I could .  
L 

I can make up my mlnd w i t h o u t  

t o o  much t r o u b l e .  

I ' m  a l o t  o f  fun t o  be wi th .  

* 

I g e t  u p s e t  e a s i l y  a$ home. 

h 13. I always do t e r i g h t  t h i n g .  
.' 

1 4 .  I ' m  proud o f  my schoo l  work. -- - 

C 15. Someone a lways has  t o  t e l l  me 

what t o  do .+  --- - -- 

A 

. 16. It taBKes m e  a l a g  time t o  get 

used t o  anything-ew. - 



1 7 .  , I ' m  o f t e n  s o r r y  f o r  the  t h i n g s  

I do. 

I'm popular  wi th  k i d s  my own age. -- 
Q 

1 

r 

My p a r e n t s  u s u a l l y  cons ide r  my 
< 

f e e l i n g s .  - 

20 .  I ' m  never  unhappy- 

1 & 
'F7 

I ' m  doing t h e  b e s t  work t h a t  I can. --- 

I give  in very e a s i l y .  

I can u s u a l l y  t ake  ca re  of myself .  

Y 

. I ' m  p r e t t y  happy. 

I would r a t h e r  p lay  wi th  ch i ld ren  

younger than me. 

My p a r e n t s  expec t  t o g  much of m e .  

I l i k e  everyone I know. 



I l i k e  c a l l e d  on i n  c l a s s .  

I unde r s t and  myself .  

P 
I t ' s  p r e t t y  tough t o  be me. 

-- 

Things  i r e  a l l  mixed u p  i q  my l i f e .  

. - 

Kids usuaml ly  f o l l o w  my i d e a s .  

No one pays  

a t  home. 

much a t t e n t i o n  t o  

n e v e r  ge't s co lded .  

I ' m  n o t  d o i n g  a s  schoo l  

as I ' d  l i k e  t o .  

36. I can make up  mind a n d  s t i c k  

t o  i t .  
, ~, 

37. I r e a l l y  d o n ' t  l i k e  be ing  a boy t 

g i r l .  



3 8 . j  I have a low oGinion o f -  myself .  - 

. , . * 

I d m ' t ' l i k e  ' t o  be with o t h e r  

people . . -- -- 

The re  a r e  many time s when I ' d 

l i k e  t o  l eave  home. 

I ' m  n e v e r  shy. - -- 

I o f t e n  f e e l  u p s e t  i n  school .  

I o f t e n  f e e l  ashamed of myself .  -- 
- - . * 

I ' m  n o t  as n i c e  looking  as 'mos t  

I f  I have something t o  say,  I 

u s u a l l y  say  it. 

Kids p ick  on me ve ry  of ten.  

Ny p a r e n t s  u n d e r s t &  me: 



I ahways t e l l  the  t r u t h .  

My teacher  makes me f e e l  I ' m  

n o t  good enough. 

I d o n ' t  care  what happens t o  me. 

I g e t  u p s e t  e a s i l y  when I ' m  

scolded. 
. . 

Most people 'are  b e t  t e  r 1 iked 

than I am.  
I 

2, 
r* 

6 I u s u a l l y  f e e l  as i f  my p a r e n t s  a r e  

pushing me. 

I always know what t o  say t o  

people.  
i 

I often g e t  discouraged in school.  - 

'Things u s u a l l y  me. 



58. I c a n ' t  be depended on. 
m ,' --, - 

" g. 

The S.E. I. ia scored  by g i v i n g  two p o i n t s  t o  any i tem 
, +,% 

checked i n  a p o s i t i v e  d i r e c t i o n .  The l l l i e l l  s c a l e  i tems a r e  
_ r  

scored  s e p a r a t e l y  and given one p o i n t  f o r  each i tem scored in a 

l l l ie l l  d i r e c t i o n .  



C 

Raw Data f o  

"* -- Appendix B 
f 

r Non~signif icant  S t a t i s t i c a l  Tests 



Raw Data for Nonis imif icant  S t a t i s t i c a l  Tests  --- 

Table 1 

.- Race 
L- - 

- 
Race P r o s t i t u t e s  AtkRisk 

Caucasian 

East Indian . 

Native Indian 

Caucasian/Native Indian 



Table 2 

qchool Attendance 

P r o s t i t u t e s  AtcRisk' 

W y o u  a t t e n d  schoo l?  

. Yes 





Table 5 

S p e c i f i c  Voca t ion  P r e p a r a t i o n *  

P r e p a r a t i o n  

", 

s h o r t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n  on ly  

up t o  30 days  

up t o  3 months 

up t o  6 months 

up t o  1 y e a r  

up t o  2 y e a r s  
\ 

up t~ 4 y e a r s  

up t o  1 0  y e a r s  

o v e r  1 0  y e a r s  

P r o s t i t u t e  AtkRisk  



Table 6 

Number Residences i n  the Last  Year 



Table  7 

Length o f  Residency a t  

P r o s t i t u t e s  Ati-Risk 

less than  1 week 

month 

months 

months 

y e a r  

-years  

o v e r  5 y e a r s  



Table 8 

Composition o f  Family a t  P resen t  
L 

P r o s t i t u t e  AtiRisk 

~a the r 5 5 
> 

WeprFa the r  7 6 

9 ' Mother 10  

Step+Mother 3 1 I 

Bro the r s  (average  no. 

S i s t e r s  (average  n o . )  , 

Others  





\Table 11 --, .I 

S p e c i f i c  V o c a t i a n a l  P r e p a r a t i o *  o f  F a t h e r  

----- - -  - - - -  -- - \-- - - 

P r o s t i t u t e s  At rRisk  

s h o r t  'demonstra t ion on'ly o r  w e l f a r e  

up  t o  30 days 

up  t o  3 i o n t h s  

up t o  6 months 

u p  t o  1 y e a r  

up  t o  2 y e a r s  
1 

up t o  4 y e a r s  

up  t o  1 0  y e a r s  

o v e r  1 0  y e a r s  



Table  1 2  

S p e c i f i c  V o c a t i a n a l  P r e p a r a t i o n  of  Mother 

I- - --- -- - - -- - - . 

\ P r o s t i t u t e  
,*' 

h s h o r t  
2 -  

&A u p  t o  

demons t r a t i on  o n l y  o r  w e l f a r e  8 

30 days  

3 months 

6 months 

1 y e a r  

2 y e a r s  

4 y e a r s  

1 0  y e a r s  

o v e r  1 0  ye-ars 



Table 13  

Educat ional  Level of F a t h e r  

'up t o .  grade 6 

up t o  grade 10  

up t o  grade 12 
-. 

j. . 
v 

s p e c i a l  courses  

. -vocat ional  c e r t i f i c a t e  , 

P r o s t i t u t e  . . At-Risk 

* 
college diploma 1 L 

u n i v e r s i t y  degree  

. graduate  degree 



Table 1 4  
i 

3 
- 

Educa t iona l  -Level of  Mother 

P r o s t i t u t e  AtiRisk ' 

- up t o  grade 6 

up t o  grade  1 0  

up t o  grade 1 2  

s p e c i a l  courses  

v o c a t i o n a l  c e r t i f i c a t e  

c o l l e g e  diploma 

u n i v e r s i t y  degr,ee 

graduate  degree 



Table '15 

S e v e r i t y  of Current  Delinquency 

S t a t u s  s f f e n c e  

S h o p l i f t i n g  

Drug o f f e n s e  

P r o s t i t u t i o n  

Thef t  under $2.00 

T h e f t  over  $200 

Breaking and e n t e r i n g  

Auto t h e f t  

Assau l t  



- -@$a- 
' $ h m b e r  of  Time s Runaway 

No. o f  R u n s  P r o s t i t u t e  A t ~ R i s k  



F u r t h e s t  Dis tance  Run 

- - - - - - - - - - - -- -- 

P r o s  t L t u t e  A t i R i s k  

Within G r e a t e r  Vancouver Area 3 4 

Up t o  50 miles % 

Up t o  500 m i l e s  3 

Up t o  15-00 miles 3 5 

Over 1500 m i l e s  <,- 2 



T a b l e  

Suppo r t  While Run away 

P r o s  ti t u t e  A t ~ R i s k  

2 6 F r i e n d s  

p r o s t i t u t i o n  5 

Extended Family  
a ' 

Boyf r i end  

S t r a n g e r s  

J o b  :- - 

N = 



T a b l e  19 

Where Did You S t a y  'While a Runaway 

P r o s t i t u t e  AtcRisk 

F r i e n d s  

Rented P l a c e  

Extended Family  

Boyf r i end  

S t r a n g e r s  

O u t s i d e  

N = 
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