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Q ABSTRACT 

', 
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This  t h e s i s  i s  concerned v i t h  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h e  l e v e l s  of  succeks  &ich  

a r e  a t t a i n e d  i n  f r o n t i e r  p ioneer  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l o n i z a t i o n  s i t u a t i o n s .  The 

t h e s i s  proposed i n  t h i s  s tudy  is  t h a t  t h e  l e v e l  of succes.s a t t a i n e d  by ia 
9 1 - e 

p a r t i c u l a r  group of s e t t l e r s  i n  a  f r o n t i e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  sf 'quat ion i$ . , .  

1 
A, f 

* r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  the! group t o  s u c c e s s f u l l y  r e s o l v e  t h e  con t r ad ic -  
. . 

t i o n s  which f a c e s  from wiqhin and from t h e  o u t s i d e  t o  ma in t a in  s o l i d a r i t y  

over  s e v e r a l  g e n e r a t i o n s .  A l ' t e rna t ive  geographic s t u d i e s  d e a l i n g . w i t h  t h e '  

s u q e c t  bf  f r o n t i e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  expe r i ences  a r e  examined, reviewed, and 

3 ca t egor i zed  a s  p o i n t s  of r e f e r e n c e  regard ing  t h e  i s s u e  of succes s .  That 

is ,  t h i s  ex t ens ive  l i t e r a t u r e  review,  spanning e igh teen  y e a r s ,  g i v e s  

d i r e c t i o p  a s  a  po in t  of d e p a r t u r e  f o r  examining and ana lyz ing  t h e  s tudy  

a r e a  -of n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a .  .. 
a The s tudy  f o c u s e s  on t h e  phys ica1 ,and  c d l t u r a l  circum'stances of 

. n o r t h e a s t  Alber ta  which have produced t h e  margina l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s i t u a t i o n  , 

. . 

i n  t h i s b  s e c t m  of contemporary Canadian farm s o c i e t y .  That economic 

i t  i .  s i t u a t i o n  is much l i k e  t h a t  f a c i n g  p ioneer  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a t  t h e  

beginning of t h i s  cen tu ryd - -  t h e  i n i t i a l  s 'ett lement p e r i o d ,  and t h i s  s tudy  

i s  designed t o  show how t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  developed and what s u  c e a s e s  a r e  f 
e v i d e n t .  

A d e t a i l e d  p i c t u r e  of how A l b e r t a ' s  p o l i t i c a l  and geographic 

s i t u a t i o n s  developed i n  t h e  con tex t  of t h e  Canadian n a t i o n  is p resen ted .  

Th i s  p o r t r a i t  shows how n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a  became a  farming r eg ion  as an  

ex tens ion  of a  wider movement cen te red  i n  Ottawa. The environmental  

d e s c r i p t i o n s  of t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  demonstrate  t h a t  the. e lements  of  t h e  p h j s i c a l  

s e t t i n g  a r e  l i m i t i n g  f a c t o r s  f o r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  product ion  of c e r e a l  graine. 
- - * 

E s p e c i a l l y  l i m i t i n g  f a c t o r s  i n  t h i s  r ega rd  a r e  climate a@ v u t h e r ,  kils, , 



i v  
Y 

n 
vege ta t ion ,  and fauna. 

The Dorn~$iop Lands Act of 1872 i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  the  most . e igh i f i can t  

\ .  \ 

, l e g i s l a t i o n  af  f e c t i n g  land se t t l ement  i n  t h e  P r a i r i e  Provinces,  and t h e  
1 

r e a l  inducements f o r  se t t l ement  a c t i v i t y  r e s u l t e d  from propaganda produced - 
by l o c a l  "Boards of Trade.'! Many settlers who came t o  nor theas t  Alber ta  

I 

d i d  s o  a s  refugees:  among these  were t h e  migrapts  from t h e  
. ./ 

of sou theas te rn  Alber ta ,  Prench fram Michigan, and Af  roamericans from 

Oklahoma who helped t o  c r e a t e  t h e  most va r i ed  c u l t u r a l  mosaic i n  r u r a l  

Alber ta .  
I 4 4 

 his study shows a g r i c u l t u r a l  se t t l ement  a c t i v i t j  from a tventy-f ive  * +  
4 -c 

i ' i 
> % %  

I C 

percent  sample of f i f t y - t v o  townships dur ing  the  l i f e  j s p ~ n  of the  ' )aublic  - 
lands  pol icy"  t h a t  was admi'nistered by t h e  Federal  a n d : ; ~ r o v i n c i a l  Govesn- 

I 

ments through 1939. This  s e q u e n t i a l  se t t l ement  is  t h e  base on which t h e  

/" . 
s o c i a l  cond i t ions  o f  no r theas t  Alber ta  evolved. - 

It is  suggested t h a t  the  region developed i n t o  economic marg ina l i ty  . 
a s  a r e s u l t  of f a u l t y  e x p e c t ~ t i o n s  of z e t t l e r s  and inadequate planning by' 

governmental o f f i c i a l s .  The study demonstrates,  honever, t h a t  it  i s  
1R 

poss ib le  t o  make farming economically f e a s i b l e  i n  t h i s  c u r r e n t l y  marginal 

Comnunity i s  developed a s  a 

% with  t h e i r  environment. This  is 

work and res idence ,  churches and 

h i s t o r i c  conrmunity a s  p lace ,  and 

J 

not ion  i n  t h i s  s tudy t o  wed t h e  people 

shown through t h e  r o l e s  played by schools ,  
I 

r e l i g i o n s ,  a b r i e f  photo essay on t h e  

Athabasca and Lac La Biche a s  f o c a l  a r e a s  

o r  f r o n t i e r  ou tpos t s  of thev ~ j o v i n c i a l  government. I 
F i n a l l y , . t h e  detaiX'g of the  s tudy focus  oa t h e  i n t e r p l a y  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  

a 

marg ina l i ty ,  refugees ,  success ,  and t h e  geography of stress where h i s t o r i c a l  t . 
an teceden t s  a r e  t i e d  t o  comnoq causa l  condi t ion8 t o  p resen t  nor theas t  



Albe r t a  a s  a  dynamic r eg ion  i n  'wes t e rn  Canada. T h i s  s tudy  pies&ts am . , . ' m 

b \, 8 .  t 

under ly ink  theme, which ks common t o  a l l  'human endeavors  f rom which  t h e  ,' 8 .  

I 

fo' lk of n o r t h e i s t  A l b e r t a ' s  marginal  a g r i & l t u r a l  s i t u a t i o n s  a r e  not  exempt, 

t h e  p o l i t i c s  s t r u c t u r i n g  e x i s t e n c e .  The conclus ion  from t h e  s o r t h -  b 

- e'ast A l b e r t a  s tudy ,  then ,  is  t h a t  no t ions  of succes s  must always dehlonstrate 

how- t h e  judgements . a r e  made. 
r : J 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this t h e s i s  i s  t o  demonst ra te  t h e  l e v e l s  of s u c c e s s  

a t t a i n e d  by p ionee r  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l t u t a l l y  mgrgina l  l a n d s  of 

n o r t h e  st Albe r t a .  The s t u d y , a r e a  i s  cen te red  p r i m a r i l y  on a n  a x i s  f - 
betwcpn Athabasca and Lac La Biche, which is  a f r o n t i e r  s i t u a t i o n  loca t ed  

--. 
I .  

8- ' , ins the  n o r t h e a s t e r l y  zone of cont inuous  c e r e a l  g r a i n  c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  t h e  . 
P' 

p r o v i n c e .  Th i s  f r o n t i e r  s i t u a t i o n  e x i s t s  i n  l a r g e  measure b e ~ a u s e  

people  i n  n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a  a r e ' a t t e m p t i n g  t o  produce g r a i n s  f o r  a 

commercial market i n  t h e  c o l d e s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  reg ion  of Canada. 

P u r s u i t  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  endeavors  i n  such a marginal  s i t u a t i o n  

s u g g e s t s  a w/tl l ingness of persons  t o  f a c e  unusual  ha rdsh ips  and 

s a c r i f i c e  / i n  o r d e r  t o  ach ieve  c e r t a i n  l e v e l s  of s e l f -de t e rmina t ion  

a g a i  s p a r t i c u l a r l y  s t r o n g  odds. Nor theas t  A lbe r t a  i s  such an a r e a  fl 
where t h e  odds a g a i n s t  s u c c e s s f u l  commercial g r a i n  product ion  a r e  

paramount, and t h e s e  odds have inc reased  s i g n i f i o a n t l y  a s  comnercial  

s u c c e s s e s  i n  g r a i n  product ion  i n c r e a s e  i n  more c l i m a t i c a l l y  f a v o r a b l e  

r e g i o n s  of t h e  Province.  

The people  who s e t t l e d  t h e  s tudy  a r e a ,  Afroamericans, Anglo- 
, 

Saxons, Dutch, French, Germans, Hungarians,  I r i s h ,  I t a l i a n s ,  P o l i s h ,  

Scandinavians ,  Sco t s ,  Russ ians ,  Ukra in ians ,  and o t h e r s ,  d i d  s o  p r i m a r i l y  

under t h e  p r o v i s i o n  of t h e  Dominion Lands Act of 1872. That Act w a s  

promulgated t o  f i l l  t h e  empty spaces  of Candada's wes tern  i n t e r i o r  i n  

o r d e r  t o  curb '  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  ambi t ions  of t h e  United S t a t e s ,  and i t  

served  t o  a t t r a c t  f o l k  f o r  many and v a r i e d  reasons .  On t h e  one. hand, 

Anglo-Saxons j u s t  seemingly d r i f t e d  on to  t h e  land  and s e t t l e d  a s  a 



matter of course or they came to settle becauqe of the availability of 

; freedland. h e  Azroanericans, on the other hand, came to these lands 

seeking refuge from social hostilities. T h h s o n s  for the large 

influx of Ukrainians during the 1920s and 1930s, however, are unknown. 3 

6 
Significant agricultural settlement began fn northeast Alberta 

about 1910--after the most productive lands in the Province had been , 

settled. This study, therefore, examines the sequence of settlement 

activity from the early period through the expirationlof the "public < 
lands policy" in 1939 to demonstrate how combined Federal and Provincial 

C 

governmental policies were instrumental in establishing a foundation for 

' the region's development into marginality. 
--L 

This study, however, focuses on levels of success attained by the 

folk in this frontier situation rather than failure of policy. We must, 

' 
therefore, look to the geographic literature on frontier pioneer agri- 

cultural settlements to find success criteria established therein. 

As a generalization, the geographic literature is fragmented and 

inconsistent in isolating what determines success criteria for settler 

groups. More specifically, the issues of success criteria raised by 
- 

the various studies are shown by the following examples: Adequate 

capitalization, controlled acculturation or isolation for refygee groups, 

adequate lapd practices, basic urban facilities, per capjta * i b come, 
formalized system of resource utilization, methods of land titling and 

inheritance, mixing foreigners with nationals, ~rivate settlers with 

. government guarantees, location of settlement, private initiative, 

settlement form, reliable transportation, and other infrastructural 

development 

.Some of the 

among others are inclyded as success criteria by the studies. 
@ 

geographic studies on frontier agricultural set tl&rlts, , . 



A. 

\ 
' *  

4 , 3 . 
however, show no c r i t e r i a  f o r  sucdess.  \ 

'. . . '\ % 

\\ I n  s p i t e  of  t h e  va r ious  d i ' r e ~ t i o o s  t h a t  se t t l ement  s t u d i e s  have : 
'\ 

- ta'ken, t h e r e  is one genera l  t h  A. It i. a t h e A t i c  concern which 

"suggests  t h a t  success  i s  based on c ~ e r c i a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  production . L 

\ o r  a market economy. The "economic" arg&ent posed i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  

provides a point  of depar tu re  f o r  t h i s  t h e s i s .  

To improve our methods f o r  s tudying f r o n t i e r  pioneer s i t u a t i o n s ,  \ 

t h i s  s tudy proposes a c l a r i f i c a t i o n .  The t h e s i s  of t h i s  s tudy  proposes 
" 

t h a t  f r o n t i e r  pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  f o l k  go through m u l t i p l e  s t a g e s  i n  

t h e i r  n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y  which begins  wi th  i n i t i a l  se t t l ement  and ends 
p. 

e i t h e r  i n  success  o r  f a i l u r e  wi th in  a s p e c i f i e d  time per iod .  

Northeast Albe t t a  provides an adequate environment f,or t e s t i n g  t h i s  
% 

p o s i t  ion  because (1) t h e  push-pull f a c t o r s  f o r '  s e t t l e m e n t ,  i n  c e r t a i n  

caees ,  can be reconst ructed  wi th  varying degrees of accuracy,  (2)  t h e  

s t a g e s  of development suggested i n  t h i s  studg','can a l s o  be viewed 
.P - 

e * 
historically i n  c e r t a i n  i n s t a n c e s ,  ana (3) t h e l s u b j e c t i v e  6. levS.ls 'a6 

* - - ' ts 
success  can be s p e c i f i e d  f o r  t h e  fo; based on c h e i r  u n d e r s t a 6 r l i 4 .  It 

9 , ? '  

is i n  t h i s  t h i r d  ins tance  t h a t  t h  d e p a r t s  most r a d i f a l l y  f r o g  
c: 

t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  geog.qaphic l i t e r a t u r e ,  because t h e  l e v e l s  of success  

conceived he re in  a r e  r e l a t e d  t o  genera t iona l  development and t h e  not ion  

of se l f -de terminat i&.  The no t ions  a r e  not  n e c e s s a r i l y  economi&ally 

based, and, consequently, time is an  important c r i t e r i o n  f o r  measuring 
d 

success  depending on t h e  s i t u a t i o n  being judged. 

This  s tudy sugges t s  t h a t  a group which r oduces t h r e e  o r  more , 7 5  - 
6' 

genera t ions  a t  t h e  s i te ,  o r  by developing off-shoot groups, is h igh ly  
0 

success fu l .  I n  terms of t ime,  t h r e e  genera t ions  produced J a t  t h e  s i t e  ' 

i s  equivalent  t o  f i f t y  o r  s i x t y  years--an adequatg span of y e a r s  $0 make 



observations about the folk in northeast Alberta. A group that bin- 

tains two generations is viewed as moderately successful, one generatioa 

is barely successful, and a-group that does not maintain itself through 

the establishment of a generational link is unsuccessful. These 

phenomena are clearly measurable where records exist for northeast 

Alberta and other-areas. 

self-determination as a criterion for measuring success, on the 

other hand, is based on atti des rather than time. The attitudes held 

on self-determination vary. It is used in this study as an unquantified 
. ? 

. I 

measure as the'notion of self-determination is viewed by more than fifty 

farm families, agricultural agents, social service workers, teachers, 

RCMP, and others in the study area. In addition, interviews were 

conducted with former farm and non-farm residents to bolster this 

subject evaluation of success. Self-determination, then, is timeless. 

Yet, it is all time between initial settlement and now, and the words 

of the people are important in this context of the study. 

The geographic literature does not provide a means by which we can 
# 

gauge levels of success for pioneer agricultural groups, and the primary 

contribution of this thesis to the settlement literature is its emphasis 

on arguments that are not economically based. Indeed, it suggests that 

we need a different measure for a given group because the situations of 

their settlements are differentially motivated. These differences are ' 

readily seen in northeast Alberta. 
jr 

Settlers were initially attracted to the study area by the 

government's "public lands policy," but it was "boosterism" which 
1 

deliberately raised 

of the environment. 
J 

0 

false hopes about the agricultural possibilities 

The district myth, propounded by locaI 



I 4 
, - 4 - 5 ,  

boosters, served to set up criteria impossible to meet for successful 

commercial grain production, because killing frosts can occur on any 

day during the growing season. Despite the physical restriction on 

grain growing posed by the environment, the northeast Alberta farmer 

- P  continues to plant and attempt to grow cereals. The fact that there 

have been successful crop years is a partfally responsible factor for 

. the marginality of agriculture. 

Many folk, nevertheless, have remained wedded to this environment, 

engaged in marginally productive agricultural pursuits, during the 

, sixty-five years between 1910 and 1975 because they like the style of - .I .*: 4 

life afforded by the faking dgtuation. This seemingly anomalous 
3 * 

\I 

situation is supported-by wages earned from non-farming occupations. 
C 

The non-farm income attd3ned by these folk is both an historical and 
ry 

contemporary situation whkh plays a significant role in sustaining 

' the agriculturally marginal character of northeast Alberta. 

The details of this study, then, examine the interplay of the 

. politics of existence, agricultural marginality,' success, and the 

geography of northeast Alberta as the historical antecedents are 
// 
/ 

analyzed with regard to what created the co-on conditions faced by 
4 

the folk. These details are briefly introduced at the beginning of 
T 

L 
chapters, a ~ d  a d i a c u s s b n .  - 

t 
The conclusions reached by t,his study suggest that there are 

varying levels of success obtained by didferent groups of people. 
, 

The Afroamericans, for example, reached levels of success based on 

self-determination and institutional developments. The successes of. 

the French, on the other hand, are based on generational devdopments. 

The most importbnt conclusion reached by this study, however, is that 
C 



success i s  a much more dynamic phenomenon than traditional geographic // 
settlement studies would h a v w s  believe. 



P 
THE P R O B L E M  OF SUCCESSFUL GROUP ' S E ~  

9 

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM , .. 
' 8 
. . - 

This thesis is directed to clarifying the meaning of success for 
.<* ,- % 4 - 

frontier agriculturatfy-based groups in marginally, agricultural 

t 
situations. Frontier agricultural settlement has been of significant 

problematic and thematic concern for more than half a century among North 
'. 

, - 1 
American geographers. Even though the literature is extensive and 

diverse, it is cle.ar, from the works considered below that agricultural 
- - 

J group colonizers are generally misunderstoc$l'as dynamic phenomena, Refugee 
4 I 

-3L '-. 
.., settiements, •’>of example, rpceive only casual &Ad passing refer'ence in this 

- " 

vast li-rature even when the study is about a refugee g-p. ' &st bf 
' b & 

these geographic studies are primarily descriptive and there€@ isolaud in 
1, 3 . I I 

YT 

I ' 
time and space, which leaves the specifig phenomenoi -* -success -- *- 

fragmented and inconsistent. c 

1 

Geographers have used "successlI as the focal point for study, and yet , 
\ 

generally omitted the most relevant questions concerning its meaning. MaRy 

misinterpretations have occurred because these students concentrated on 
> 

form rather than revealing process. Therefore, the problem focused here 

is how -- i,e., in what respect -- some people who settle on agriculturally 
marginal lands have apparently succeeded and others have not. 

THESIS 

The overriding argument of this study is that frontier pioneer 

f" 
agricultural settlements go through multiple stages in theiz;, natural history 

1 beginning with initial settlement, and ending in either success.or failure 

within a specified time period. The key determinants of their fate are 



- b o w a b l e  i f  t h e  proper  q u e s t i o n s  a r e  asked. 

Those q u e s t t o n s  nluat concern t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  measuring succes s ,  

from whose s t a n d p o i n t - i t  is measured. Therefore ,  t h i s  s t u d y  f i r s t  s eeks  ta 

show t r e n d s  i n  the' l i t e r a t u r e ,  tb c a l l  a t t e n t i o n  t o  i ts  d i s j u n c t i v e y s s ,  L. 

% 4 

and t o  s p e c i f y  an a l t e r n a t i v e  unders tanding  of t h e  n a t u r e  ob t r o n t i e r  

* 9' . .+* 
pioneer  a g r i c u l t u r a l  groups -- w i t h  some p a r t i c u l a r  a t t P n t i o n  paice t o  --* - 

- *  - .  
-b- ;.\ 

% 
re fugee  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  a g r i c u l t u t a l  sa+i&tions. 

" z , ,  - >' 6 I 

t 
A * $ .  , - %- 

-9 .u 
I s a i a h  Bowman's " S c i e n t i f i c  Study of 'Settlement" appeared i n  .&he - 

1 - 
a 

Geographic Review of 1929 and was followed f i e  next  yea r  by an  a r t i c l e  on' 

' . t h e  "Pioneer Fringe" i n  Foreign Affairs.  rob e s e  s t u d i e s ,  t h e  Advisory t k 

Committee on Pioneer  -Be l t s  of t h e  S o c i a l  ~ 5 i e n c e  esfkarch Counci l  of New 
.-I 7 

Yotk accepted h i s  d e f i n i t i o n  of a  p ionee r  b e l t  a s  a " reg ion  of r e c e n t ,  of 

&og5ess iag ,  o r  of p o t e n t i a l  set t lement ."3 A book, The Pioneer Fringe, 4 ' .  

was publ i shed  i n  1931; i n  i t ,  BO&* de f ined  pioneer living as n low degree 
-9 > 

of controt --, by the settler o& instruments of power,5 and he vaguely A 

m- - - <>, 
s u g g e s t d  t h a t  t h e  f r i n g e  of s e t t l e m e n t  i s  beyond t h e  mainstream of 

1 - P 

s e q u e n t i a l  human occupancy of t h e  land .  6  he^ Pioneer W n g e  was launched 

a s  t h e  in t rodu ' i t ion  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  " ~ i o n e e r  Se t t l emen t  ,"' a g e o p o l i t i c a l  

a n a l y s i s  underlaid '  by environmental  d e t e r m i n i s t i c  c o n c e p t u a l i z a t i o n s .  These . .. i. - 
0 

p u b l i c a t i o n s  s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a  s p a t e  of geographic s t u d i e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  

p ioneer  a g r i c u l t u r a l  schemes and p o s s i b i l i - t i e s  f o r  f r o n t i e r  c o l o n i z a t i o n  i n  

a a l l  i nhab i t ed  c  i n e n t s  of t h e  world. 8 % 
a 7 

It 4s e v i d e n t ,  i n  t h e s e  s t u d i e s ,  t h a t  t h e  problems encoun e red  iq t h e  
f 

a - 

9 
s t u d y  of ' f r o n t i e r  a g r i c u J , t u r ~ L c o l o n i z a t i o n  groups s t e m  from a l a c k  of a 

7. 4 

comprehensive a n a l y t i c  framework a v a i l a b l e  from t h e  i n c e p t i o n  o i  t h e  

s t u d i e s .  Therefore ,  i t  i s  l i t t l e  wonder t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  development of 

t h e s e  s t u d i e s  i s  e r r a t i c .  Yet,  even i f  one i s  tempted t o  i n d i c t  Bowman 



for setting the stage, and thereby establishing an' image of pioneer - 
C 

k ? agricultural colonization as a conflict or competition with the natural . 
laqiscape, with no reference to' existing inhabitants, he is not responsible 

for the, pendulum' s swing intq our present stage of con•’ usion. 

In pioneer agricultural settlement studies, an overriding viewpoint, 

a specified trend, emphasizing economics or surplus m u c t i o n  for the 

market economy, is readily discernible in the literature. This "economic" 
.)i-p* 

<- 

trend has, fo'r the most part, implicitly denied the relevance of erlture 

as direction and habit. Students of the problem havphad an uncleaP 
fiih e 

understanding of motivat ives for immigr~tion and sett'iehent . Lackinq'he 

a 
a&bptual understanding of motivation, or underplaying the -significance of 

why people migrated to the frohtier, these students seized upon. the economic 

motive to explain the whole panoply of exped&&. 8 

A .  . . The,preemptory economic viewpoint is often convincing because the 
;i 

\ 9 
-- argument can be quantitatively stated. For example, Tracie wrote that 

Doukhobor settlement ... was initially successful, 
-5.. . despite the Doukhobors practically destitute arrival 

in 1899. By 1900 the Prince Albert colony had 
established 10 villages and 153 houses, the North 

' 9 , .  corlony had 13 villages and 153 houses, and South 
colony7had 34 villages with 491 houses. In 1904 
the Doukhobor Community purchased machinery, 
livestock and land to the amount of $215,544 which 
ip~luded 370 horses, 4 portable engines and 2 - c 

traction engines, 6 eeparators, 2 sawmills 50 
. binders, 12 fanning mills and 152 sleighs. i0 

These are?h2& measure9 for success despite the fact that he wrote "The 
> . \  

* three areas finally chosen [for Doukhobor settlement] were far from Canadian 
'4 

\ 

-+ settled areas and reflectedcontemporary attitudes tokrd what constituted , 

p 3. 

O 
a desirable physical and social distance between 'us' and 'them'."'' There 

3 ,  - must have been more than economics involved for success inrthis Doukhobor 
b 

h s e  because "the villages and lands were being abandonedt'12 by 1909. The 



t: * 

J t * 'u- 
a' 

10. 
C 

b 

Doukhobors were not  s e t t l e d  long enough t o  ' e s t a b l i s h  a g e n e r a t i o n a l - l i n k  

a t  t h e  site, which mean t h e i r  measures.for  success  were d i f f e r e n t  •’rub 7 / 

those enumerated by 

# The focus on prdduction f o r  t h e  market economy a s  t h e  key (or  one key) 

t o  t h e  success of a group is r e s  pns ib le  f o r  the  series of i s o l a t e d  and- P - hagmentary  s t u d i e s  t h a t  manif t s  t h e  cok#used s t a t e  of t h e  ar;. This is  f 
not  intended t o  mean t h a t  t h e  geographic. m a t e r i a l s  on pioneer a@cul tu ra l  

groups and s o c i e t i e s  a r e  i r r e l e v a n t ,  but i t  does suggest  t h a t  most 3 t u d e n t s  
C .  

of t h i s  problem have proven h e s i t a n t ,  unwill ing,  o r  unableato handle d a t a  + of "essence" posed a group a f t e r  se t t lement  i s  es tab l i shed .  Auge l l i ' s  

s tudy of t h e  underscores t h i s  content ion.  

t o  avoid making comparisons between 
. .- 

Varpa and neighboring co lon ies  and c u l t u r a l  groups on t h e  same f r o n t i e r .  

The Latvians '  mot ivat ion f o r  d i g r a t i o n  was r e l i g i o u s ;  beyond t h a t ,  i t  w a s  

an unsponsored inmigrat ion.  This combination of elements is unusual f o r  

a group of immigrant pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  colonizers .  H e  described t h e  
4 

. 
economic b a s i s  and t r ends  and wrote t h a t  "the Latvians consider  work from 

t h e  viewpoint of t h e  P r o t e s t a n t  e t h i c ,  and everyone ( including women and 

ch i ld ren)  he lps  out  on t h e  farm. "14 Be marked t h e i r  sugcess a s  follows: 

"The Latvian farm is nea te r ,  g ives  a higher pe r  c a p i t a  income and marks t h e  

group a s  b e t t e r  farmers t h e i r  neighbors,  wi th  t h e  exception of t h e  
Y * 

Japanese i n  dearby Bis tos .  "15e Augel l i  a t t r i b u t e d  Latvian c u l t u r a l  r e t e n t i o n  

t o  the  " t enac i ty  of t h e  group", and suggestedf that  r e l i g i o n  coptinued t o  be 

t h e  binding f o r c e  wi th  t h e  church as t h e  most h p o r t a n t  4ocus of group 

a c t i v i t y .  Hovever , he r e a d i l y  admitted t h a t  "c lass  d i s t i n c t i o n  exists +mug 

t h e  Latvians d e s p i t e  t h e  c m n i t y  of religious'feelipg"16 -- a statement 

which c o n t r a p i c t s  t h e  no t ion  of s o l i d a r i t y .  The author  wrote about t h e  
* 



%. 
distinctiveness of the Latvian .landscape, and the future of the colony. He 

suggested that "when younger people have left the cultural fountainhead of 

Varpa, they are more prone to intermarry with other groups and to blend into 

the national culture of ~razil , "I7 and the consequences of blending will 

eventually cause the cultural disintegration of Latvian Varpa. 
)r 

Augelli's treatment of the Varpa Latvians covers all the aspects 

treated& recent geographic literature -on this topic -- the economic, the 

non-material cultural, and the aesthetic. Yet, his study is inadequate 
A 

because it fails to go beyond the facade of economics in order to investigate 

continued cultural distinctiveness. For example, Augelli neglected the 

\ 
importance of education as "the" primary source of solidarity and separate 

idenrity. Rather, he focused on formal religion and clearly demonstrated 

that the church was in fact a centrifugal force in the colony; formal - .  
L P 

religion does little for holding a group together unZess it is a way of life 

for the\entire group -- a highly unlikely proposition when missionaries 
1 

from the colony go off to Bolivia to gave souls. The critical paucity of 

spaSe devoted to the essence of the pioneer leaves much to be desired 

even though he noted that "the author's interviews at both Varpa and Bastos 

I 1118 brought out the statementll $11 buy land if I can, but I will not sell , 
-1 

\ 

unrecognizingly underscoring a'major cultural feature of some pioneer 

agricultural groups: owning land is a spiritual way of life, not simply a 

way to make-a living. Augelli's study is isolated and aids little in 

wderstanding frontier pioneer agricultural colonization groups. - 

'~u~elli's study of the Japanese Colony on Brazills'~aulista Frontier 
19 

is designed as "more than a case study," because Bastos is essentially the 

cultural fountainhead for Japanese pioneer sett ements on other ~raziiian > 
Y 

i 
agricultural ontiers. The study is perceptiSe and sharp, but the analysr 

\ 



must s c r u t i n i z e  c a r e f u l l y  t o  r each  comparat ive da'tar . 
A u g e l l i  noted t h a t  t h e  colony was founded i n  1927 and t h a t  

t h e  degree  of c o n t r o l  exe r t ed  by Japan over  
J t h e  c o l o n i s t s  was a lmost  a b s o l u t e .  The law of 

t h e  colony was l a i d  down by t h e . c o l o n i s a c i o n  
company, and eve ry  e f f o r t  w a s  made t o  i n s u l a t e  
the '  c o l o g i s t s  from B r a z i l i a n  in•’  luence  and keep 
a l i v e  t h e i r  p a t r i o t i s m  f o r  Japan.  2 0 

0 

It i s  noted by A u g e l l i  t h a t  t h e  immigrant c o l o n i s t s  t p  Braz i l .  had been 

screened  f o r  c a p i t a l  accumulat ion and s a f e  p o l i t i c a l  views. 

T- 

a 

When t h e , B a s t o s  s tudy  is  compared wi th  t h e  Varpa s tudy  a s  t o  why each  ./ - - 
group immigrated t o  t h e  S t a t e  of Sao Paulo,  d i f f e r e n t  p a t t e r n s  emerge. The 

Bastos  s e t t l e r s  immigrated t o  extend t h e  e f f e c t i v e  economic boundary of 

Japan;  i t  was a  p o l i t i c a l  move t h a t  was sponsored by t h e  ~ a ~ a n e s e  govetnment. 
. 2 

The barpa  s e t t l e r s ,  who a r r i v e d  i n  1923-1924, immigrated b e c a s e  they  had 

?. 

rece iyed  " r e v e l a t i o n s "  t h a t  wafland d e s t r u c t i o n  would p l ague  La tv i a  aga in .  
1 

. In  a  s ense ,  t h e i r  mig ra t ion  was a  p o l i t i c a l  move t o  a  p l a c e  where w a r  w a s  

u n l i k e l y  t o  occur .    ow ever, i t  w a s  unsponsored and many were bankrupt when 
LI 1 

t hey  landed. On t h e  one hand, t h e  Varpa immigrants were-iewed as n a t u r a l  

s e t t l e r s  because they  were Europeans; on t h e  o t h e r  hand, t h e  Bastos  

immigrants were seen  a s  r a c i a l l y  and c u l t u r a l l y  d i s t i n c t  " i n  a s o c i e t y  whose 

primary i n g r e d i e n t s  a r e  European ... tt21 

It i s  r easonab le  t o  assume t h a t ,  because of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  r ea sons  f o r  

immigrat ing,  t h e  Bas tos  and Varpa s e t t l e r s  would develop d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of 

s o c i e t i e s .  Indeed,  t h e a a s t o s  s tudy  l e a d s  t o  t h a t  " i n • ’  e rence .  Was t h i s  i n  
.I 

f a c t  t h e  c a s e ?  The l i t e r a t u r e  do& not  g i v e  an  >nswer, bu t  i t  does  a l l o w  

f o r  some e x t r a p o l a t i o n s :  t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  Second World.War i n  L a t v i a  - * '  - 
confirmed t h e  Varpa g r o u p ' s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  d i v i n e  o r i g i n  of t h e i r  poat- 

World War One command t o  emigr-ate. The o v e r a l l  e f f e c t  of t h e  Second World -. 

War w a s  to enhance group- s o l i d a r i t y  and t h e  cont inued c u l t u r 3 l  d i s t i n c t i v e -  - 

* 



n e s o f  the  Latvians of Varpa on t h e  B r a z i l i ~  landscapp. The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
8 

of the  Bastos s e t t l e r ;  h t h  pre-World War Two expansionis t  Japan marked them 

a s  a  p o t e n t i a l  an t i - a t ibna l  minor i ty ,  and they s t r o n g l y  aroused the  
- 
susp ic ion  of the  Braz i l i ans .  22 The e f f e c t  was continued i s o l a t i o n  and 

. f 
d i s t i n c t i v k n e s s ,  a s  v i t h  the  Latvians.  Cu l tu ra l  r e s i s t a n c e  by t h e .  hos t  

\ 

country's populat ion and i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and c u i t u r a l  r e s i s t a n c e  by both 

groups of settlers i n  t h e s e  cases ,  demonstrate t h a t  t h e  groups had 

r e l a t i v e l y  p a r a l l e l  development d e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  reasons  f o r  M i g r a t i o n  

and s t t l ement ,  i . e . ,  t h e  developmental h i s t o r y  of each group helped i t  t o  4 
r e t a i n ' c u l t u r a i  dist inct iveneEis u n t i l  t he  memb&scould no longer fend off  

t h e  e f f e c  t- s of p e s e t s a t i o n  by o u t s i d e  f o r c e s .  Fur the r  e x t r a p o l a t i o n  from the '  

d a t a  d6monstratgs that t h i s  p e n e t r a t i o n  from t h e  o u t s i d e  began dur ing t h e  

Second ~ o r ' i d  War when c e r t a i n  governmental sanc t ions  were imposed on a l l  

f o r e i g n  co lon ies .  
. b 

Auge l l i  success fu l ly  demonstrated t h a t  cult- exclus iveness  (and 

thereby genera t iona l  l inkage)  was d e s i r a b l e  i n  each case  s tud ied .   everth he- 

l e s s ,  i n  t h e s e  s t u d i e s ,  t h e  over r id ing  success  theme, i n  terms of s u r p l u s  

produst ion  f o r  t h e  market economy, has  de t rac ted  from emphasis on t h e  essence 

of the?,folk a t  t h e i r  p lace ;  t h a t  is, from a t t e n t i o n  t o  what each cornuni ty  

was t r y i n g  t o  Accomplish a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e i r  i m i g r a t i o n ,  se t t l ement ,  and 

development B s  dynamic e n t i t i e s .  
/ 

Each s tudy,  though good d e s c r i p t i v e  geography i n  and of i t s e l f ,  was 

executed i n  i s o l a t i o n ,  al though t h e  d a t a  were c o l l e c t e d  on t h e  same f r o n t i e r .  

\ The author  answered a l l  of t h e  ques t ions  t h a t  he posed f o r  t h e  Varpa study,  

and he followed h i s  p lan  of a t t a c k  <or t h c  Bastos study. What Augel l i  f a i l e d  

t o  do w a s  render a . p o r t r a i t  of t h e  essence of f r o n t i e r  pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  

groups i n  a  s p e c i f i e d  and comprehensible methodological framework. 
,- 



b ! * .  14'. , , ' 

Two settlement types aye suggested by the Augelli studies: (1) the 
b 

refugee se t t lement  of the Latvians, whose inhabitants wanted td continue -. 
i 2 

their lives undisturbed by other folk and (2) the eoonanic dutpoet of the . 
ancestral homeland ecbnomy effected by the Bastos settlement , whose - , 

inhabitants were extensions of the Japanese Empire in their social and 
f , r , ? 4 

economic behaviors. An understanding of the basic differences in settlement 

types help to illuminate the pitfalls of measuring success-on the basis of 

product ion for the market economy. 

B 
A refugee settlement, simply stated, is a location *ere persons 

. t 

gather after fleeing from a commonly perceived oppression or potential , 

oppression. That is to say, a refugee settlement is a location to which 

a group of persons immigrate from another country (or the same country) for 

reasons that are other than free choice, e.g., economic, social, political, 
% 

and/or religious pressures. The selection of the site itself, however, 
\ 

might very well hinge on the ability of the people to purchase lands of 

their choice. 

The economic outpost settlement, on the other hand, is self-explanatory 

from Augelli's Bastos study. Thus nearly all pioneer agricultural studies 

t 
are geared in the direction of "economic development," and have thereby 

confused another issue in settlement studies -- the problems of pioneer 
agricultural colonization schemes planned by governments interested, for 

example,. in settling people on the land to secur2 political boundariee, or 

to relocate people from urban are*?, with the genuine desire for agricultural 

development by foreigners and nationals. 

The fundamental issues involved in this latter problem, planned 
2 .  L' 

agricultural colonization schemes by goY('~ents in the humid tropic. of 

Latin America, have been put into some reasonable order in a book entitled 



The Development of Tropical LrnldsZ3 by Michael Nelson. Prebisch  and F i she r  

wrote i n  t h e i r  foreword t o  t h e  book t h a t  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  cons ide ra t ion  of t h e  development 
p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  humid t r o p i c s  has been hampered 
by a l ack  of well-grounded t e c h n i c a l  and economic 
information.  Consequently it has been d i f f i c u l t  
t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  ima'ginative f l i g h t s  of fancy from 
r e a l i s t h  ana lys i s .  Michael Nelson's s tudy w i l l  
he lp  t o  make t h i s  d i s t i n c t i o n .  Through d e t a i l e d  
examination'of twenty-four land development 
p r o j e c t s ,  he a t tempts  t o  s o r t  out  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  
i s s u e s  involved, t o  roughly assay  t h e i r  r e l a t i v e  
importance, t o  e s t a b l i s h  some ground r u l e s  f o r  
judging t h e  success  o r  f a i l u r e  of such p r o j e c t s ,  
and t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  main f a c t o r s  con t r ibu t ing  t o  
success  o r  f a i l u r e .  24 - 

4 e l s o n  found no directed t o l o n i z a t  ion  pro J ec t appearing'  among t h e  dynamic 

o r  s~uccess fu l  co lon iza t ion  groupsZ5 thereby giv ing credence t o  Bowman's 

unquestionably accura te  i n s i g h t s  regarding pioneer se t t l ements :  "There i s  

no handy r u l e  t o  pioneering.  No one has found the  master key. l t Z 6   els son' s 

work, however, is admirable because an a n a l y t i c  ramework has been 

e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  s t r u c t u r i n g  i n q u i r i e s  i n t o  t h e  nbture  of p lannep /agr icu l tu ra l  

co lon iza t ion  schemes. 27 .Therefore, t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  i s s u e  i n  , k- e t t l ement  

s t u d i e s  is being resolved.  1 

1 
.The  fol lowing s e c t i o n  suppor ts  t h e  e a r l i e r  claim t h a t  geographic e 

s t u d i e s  aboyt f r o n t i e r  pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  groups a r e  d i s j u n t t i v e ,  and t h a t  

no overa l4  frame of r e fe rence  is r e a d i l y  a v a i l a b l e  from which w e  can 

The s t u d i e s  a r e  presented i n  chronologica l  o rde r .  

4 

-" 

What have o the r  geographer sf w r i t  t en  on our top ic?  Geographers have 

( 
L 

produced a wide range of s t u d i  r e l a t i n g ,  t o  pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  se t t l ement  

co lon iza t ion  groups and schemes. Too f requen t ly ,  however, they  have not  
Q 

recognized some b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  inheren t  i n  these  s e t t l e m e n t s  aa  f 

. a 



demonstrated by t h e  two ~ u ~ e l l i ' s t u d i e s .  The fd l lowing  c r i t i c a l  review of 

some of t h e s e  works w i l l  show t h a t  t h e  geographic l i t e r a t u r e  is  d i s j u n c t i v e .  

Th i s  review,  which beg ins  w i th  1956 and concludes w i t h  1974, is presented  

ch rono log ica l ly  t o  draw a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s  du r ing  t h i s  per iod .  

28 
E i d t  (1956). ~ i d t ' s  s tudy  on t h e  Cauca Val ley  was designed t o  

d i s c u s s ' a  Japanese colony t h a t  "survived p r a c t i c a l l y  i n  i ts  o r i g i n a l  form" 
2 9 

through the  Second World War i n  Colombia. He suggested t h a t  t h e  settlers 

understood t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  Val ley ,  and played an  impor tan t  r o l e  i n  
I 

making i t  one of t h e  major food producing r e g i o n s  of t h e  count ry .  E id t  

emphasized two b a s i c  d i s t i n c t i o n s  between t h i s  colony and o t h e r  Kaigai - 
? 

Kaisha (Overseas Development Corpora t ion)  c o l o n i e s  i n  America: f i r s t  , 

no c r o p s  were s e n t  t o  Japan,  i . e . ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduct ion  was f o r  t h e  

Colombian market.  Secondly, "it was decided t o  avoid d i s c o n w n t  by g i v i n g  

t h e  c o l o n i s t s  t h e i r  o m  land a f t e r  they  had worked ou t  t h e  i n i t i a l  [ $ p e e -  
/ 

y e a r ]  c o n t r a c t  term. ,130 
A i 

I 

, A g e n e r a l  mig ra t ion  approximately 35  m i l e s  northward ensued a f t e r  t h e  

1945 wartime r e s t r i c t i o n s  had been removed from t h e  Japanese  . s e t t l e r s  and 

by 1948 n e a r l y  a l l  had l e f t  t h e  i n i t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  a r e a .  "The c o l m i s t s  

r e n t e d  Colombian ho ld ings  i n  t h e  Pa lmira  arefwithout  i n t end ing  t o  s e t t l e  - 
them permanently.  1131 Consequently,  " m o y f  t h e  p r i v a t e  ho ld ings  

, 
I 

i ng  on ly  about  t e n  pe rcen t  of Japanese farm l and)  a r e  sma l l e r  than  

100 each. The l a r g e  ho ld ings  a r e  almost i n v a r i a b l y  on r e n t e d  

p rope r ty .  1132 

E id t  d i scussed  t h e  need f o r  h i r i n g  he lp  because t h e  "Japanese are n o t  

numerous enough t o  do t h e i r  own plowing ... "33 He r e l a t e d  t h e  succes s  of 

t h e  Colombian Japanese  t o  t h e i r  s e t t l e m e n t  background, i . e . ,  t h e  product ion  

o f  goods f o r  t h e  Colombfan market.  E id t  concluded t h a t  "with t h e  l a c k  of new a 



immigrants the  long term segregat ioh  of t h e  Japanese i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  doubt- 

f u l ,  and i t  w i l l  be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  see what happens t o  t h i s  unusual 
I 

,934 Coloibian farm soc ie ty .  

E i d t ' s  s tudy i s  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  but i t  i s  p r imar i ly  d e s c r i p t i v e  and non 

a n a l y t i c s  It is  s h o r t s i g h t e d ,  on h i s  p a r t ,  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  Geople who farm on 

rented  land have an e f f e c t i v e  colony; indeed, persons on ren ted  land have no 

e f f e c t i v e  c o n t r o l  over t h e i r  own household because i t  can be-rec la imed a t  

t h e  w i l l  of the  owner. This  s tudy a l s o  l a c k s  c l a r i t y  concerning t h e  e f f e c t  
* - 

'P 
of the  Second world War o e r h e s e  s e t t l e r s :  on the  one hand Eidt  wrote that 

.., t h e  f a c t  t h a t  po crops  were s e n t  t o  Japan 
because of t h e  f avorab le  l o c a l  beanmarket  s t a r t e d  
a t rend which n e ~ e r ~ c h a n g e d ,  and which seems t o "  
account f o r  t h e  famarable c i r cuds tances  under which 
t h i s  colony spent  t h e  war . - 

? 
On t he  o t h e r  hand he wrote ;kat - 

t he  [I939 c o o e r a t i v e ]  p r o j e c t  began t o  ga in  
momentum, but i n  1941 when war broke o u t ,  t h e  ' 

Colombian forced t h e  coopera t ive  . out 
of ex i s t ence  by p lac ing t h e  Japanese under c l o s e  
s u r v e i l l a n c e  by encouraging ind iv idua l  r a t h e r  
than group work f o r  t h e  next  four  ye&s.36 

37 
and Guhl (1956). The study by Crist and Guhl is  pe rcep t ive  

and ea r thy .  The u n i v e r s a l  f a c t o r s  in f luenc ing  the  a f f a i r s  of pioneer 

a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  a r e  t r e a t e d  sympathet ica l ly .  The au thors  n o t e  t h a t  a 

d h w z i y  was completed a s  a r e s u l t  of co lon iza t ion ,  and t h e  completion of 

t h e  highway brought about a second wave of settlers; they d i s c u s s  t h e  

personal  t r i a l s  of t h e  f o l k  a t  t h e i r  p lace ;  and w r i t e  t h a t  

... many of t h e  settlers l e f t  t h e  mountains 
f o r  t h e  e a s t e r n  f r o n t i e r  zone, f o r  s o c i a l  and 
p o l i t i c a l  r a t h e r  than pure ly  economic'reasons. 
They sought a new world i n  which t o  enjoy 
freedom from s o c i e t a l  r e s t r a i n t s  r a t h e r  than 
a geographic f r o n t i e r  i n  which t o  work out  
t h e i r  economic freedom. But t h e i r  ve ry  



c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  m i l i t a t e d  a g a i n s t  t h e i r  be ing  
a b l e  t o  t a k e  f u l l  advantage of  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  
o f f e x i d  by v i r g i n ,  u n s e t t l e d  t e r r i t o r y .  3 8 \ A 

''7 Contrary  t o  t h e  world wide r u r a l  exodus, they  b r o t e ,  t h e r e  i s  I t . .  . a 

r e v e r s a l  of t h i s  p r o c e s s  ... t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  of Colombia, 
> 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n  b e l t  between t h e  v a s t  p l a i n s  of a l l u v i a l  

1139 d e p o s i r i o n  and t h e  massive Andean w a l l .  

The a u t h o r s  d i s c u s s e d  t h e  problems of d i s e a s e ,  i nadequa te  d i e t s  and 

t h e i r  consequences,  f ami ly  o r g a n i z a t i o n  and s t a b i l i t y ,  c u l t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  of ;he I n d i a n s ,  and v i o l e n c e  v i s i t e d  upon t h e  set t lers  by 

r e c u r r i n g  c i v i l  s t r i f e .  One o f  t h e  conc lus ions  t o  t h e  s t u d y  i s  t h a t  

the t r agedy  of t h e  l l a n o s  is t h e  t r agedy  of a  . 
f r o n t i e r  zone t h a t  by i t s  v e r y  n a t u r e  is  n o t  
y e t  a b l e  t o  l i v e  a  l i f e  of i t s  own, somewhat 
l i k e  [ t h e  'U.S . ]  Middle West a cen tu ry  ago. A s  
long a s  t h e  Middle West l e d  a  kind of c o l o n i a l  
e x i s t e n c e  v i s - a -v i s  t h e  e a s t e r n  seaboard i t  
could no t  work o u t  i t s  own r e g i o n a l  s a l v a t i o n .  

4 0 

C r i s t  and Guhl ' s  s t udy  is b a s i c a l l y  i m p r e s s i o n i s t i c .  There i s ,  

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  some a n a l y s i s  of causes  f o r  s i t u a t i o n s  be ing  what t hey  a r e .  

*' 

The b a s i c  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h i s  s t udy  and t h e  p rev ious  one i s  t h e  focus  

w 
-- i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of a  f o r e i g n  group of p ionee r  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  

t h e s e  a r e  impress ions  (w i th  some a n a l y s i s )  of n a t i o n a l s  a s  p ionee r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s .  A comparison of e s t u d i e s  would show immediately t h a t  
Cr a t h e  r ea sons  f o r  s e t t l e m e n t  were q u i t e  f f e r e n t .  

4 1 
Auge l l i  (1958).  A u g e l l i  p rov ides  a cage s tudy  of a  Dutch co lony  a t  

Holambra i n  B r a z i l .  He r e c o u n t s  t h e  f a c t o r s  i n  o r i g i n ,  d e c l i n e ,  and 

r e i n v i g o r a t i o n  of t h e  colony.  "By 1956, Holambra had ach ieved  a f a i r  

deg ree  of economic s t a b i l i t y .  " 4 2  A u g e l l i  no t ea  t h a t  t h e  Dutch were - .-&. 

r e s i s t i n g  B r a z i l i a n  assimilation even though t h e  c h i l d r e n  must l e a r n  

Por tuguese  i n  t h e  s choo l s .  



The au tho r  sugges t s  a  few t e n t a t i v e  conc lus ions  on t h e  bas, is  of 

(1)  The amount of c a p i t a l  neces sa ry  t o  e s t a b l i s h  
a f o r e i g n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  colony on a  sound economic 
f o o t i n g  i n  ~ r a z i l  is perhaps more than  t h e  
average  European group posses ses ,  and a d d i t i o n a l  
money i n  t h e  forms of l o a n s  from governments and 
o t h e r  sou rces  may be necessary .  ( 2 )  The 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  colony is  not  a  v e h i c l e  t o  g r e a t  
wea l th ,  and t h e  b e s t  t h a t  t h e  hardworking 
c o l o n i s t  can hope t o  ach ieve  is  a  comfor tab le  
s t anda rd  of l i v i n g .  (3) Although group 
coope ra t ion  and comaunal e f f o r t  a r e  neces sa ry  
t o  f i nance  and start a  colony,  p r i v a t e  
i n i t i a t i v e  should be encouraged a s  q u i c k l y  

4 a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a s s u r e  maximum development. 
\ ( 4 )  F i n a l l y ,  Holambra's succes s  w i th  l a n d  * 

h p r o v e m e n t  seems t o  r e a f f i r m  t h e  o ld  t ru i sm 
 that " i n  B r a z i l  t h e r e  a r e  no poor s o i l s ,  t h e r e  

a r e  only  poor p r a c t i c e s . "  I n d i c a t i o n s  a r e  
t h a t  w i t h  proper  c a r e  t h e  empty a r e a s  whose 
s o i l s  have been min.d and l a r g e l y  abandoned 
can  be brought back i n t o  product ion  t o  suppor t  
more people.  4 3 

H i s  r ecord  i s  s t a r k l y  co ld  and impersonal ly  render3d a s  i f  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  

were " th ings"  r a t h e r  than  e o p l e  involved i n  t h e  p roces s  of s e t t l e m e n t :  .e 
t h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  when i t  i s  compared t o  t h e  .s tudy by Crist and Guhl. 

44 
Stewar t  (1961). S tewar t  r epo r t ed  on some a c t i v i t i e s  i nvo lv ing  

Japanese  immigration and s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Paraguay; t h e  r e p o r t  is c a s t  i n  a  f3 

h i s t o r i c a l  framework. He noted t h a t  " in  s p i t e  of t h e  d i s a p  ea rance  of a l l  

d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  r e g u l a t i o n s  [ a g a i n s t  O r i e n t a l  inrmigration] i $ 1924, in formal  

c o n t r o l s  cont inued t o  emphasize t h e  government 's d e s i r e  t o  a c q u i r e  s e t t l e r s  

f e l t  t o  be compatible  w i t h  Paraguayan c u l t u r e .  It45 

S t a t i s t i c s  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  numerical  \ nd e t h n i c  f a c t b r s  i n  Paraguayan ' i m i g r a t i o n  and s e t t l e m e n t ,  accord ing  t o  S tewar t ,  l e a v e  much t o  be d e ~ i r e d ,  

"but  people w i t h  German c u l t u r a l  a f f i n i t i e s  ... have proved t o  be t h e  most 

p e r s i s t e n t  s e t t l e r s  ... "46 He n o t e s  t h a t  t h e  Japanese were allowed t o  e n t e r  

on an exper imenta l  b a s i s  i n  1936, bu t  t h a t  t h e  Second World War prevented 



20. 
a. 

Japan from c a p i t a l i z i n g  on t h e  g e n e r a l l y  f avo rab le  impress ion  made by t h e  

immigrant s e t t l e r s .  The Paraguayans s u c c e s s f u l l y  r e s i s t e d  l a r g e - s c a l e  . 

innnigration because they  f e a r e d  t h e  energy and f e c u n d i t y  of t h e  Japanese 

would submerge the  r e l a t i v e l y  sma l l  Parag up@ popula t ion .  
4 7 

The au tho r  r e p o r t s  t h a t  t h e  Japanese  a r e  producing fundamental changes 

on t h e  landscape;  t h a t  no p ionee r  f r i n g e  h8s developed;  and t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  

. two r ecogn izab le  c o n c e n t r a t i o n s .  Land s e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  Parana r eg ion  

w a s  motivated by " t h e  p h y s i c a l  endowment, t he  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of l a r g e  t r a c t s  

of l a n d  and t h e  p r i c e .  1148 Stewart  s p e c u l a t e s ,  however, t h a t  " the  major 
\ 

c o n s i d e r a h n  may w e l l  hav; been t h e  l o c a t i o n  of an impor tan t  new road t h a t  

w i l l  u l t i m a t e l y  l i n k .  t h e  paraguaya; c a p i t a l  wi th  t h e  B r a z i l i a n  A t l a n t i c  p o r t  

of par  anagua . "49 He concludes  t h a t  t h e  road ho lds  t h e  key t o  t h e  dev,elopment 

of some of Paraguay's  b e s t  l a n  s i n  which i s o l a t i o n  has  been t h e  p r i n c i p a l  P 
d e t e r r e n t  t o  s e t t l e m e n t ,  and t h a t  t h e  Japanese would most c e r t a i n l y  

b. 
monopolize the  conquest  of t h i s  important  r eg ion  i f  t h e  Japanese-Paraguayan 

agreement S tands  t h e  t e s t  of t ime and t h e  road is  completed. . . 1 

1 

S t e w a r t ' s  r e p o r t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  and r eadab le .  The s e q u e n t i a l  a n a l y s i s  

is  based on t h e  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  immigrants,  and i n c l u d e s  much r e l e v a n t  

i n fo rma t ion  on t h e  p r o c e s s e s  involved  w i t h  Japahese  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  Paraguay. 

Unlike Auge l l i  i n  t h e  p rev ious  r e p o r t ,  one senses  t h a t  S tewar t  i s  w r i t i n g  

about  people a s  s e t t l e r s  r a t h e r  t han  ino rgan ic  be ings  p ionee r ing  on t h e  

land .  

Auge l l i  (1962). ~ u ~ e l l i ' s ~ ~  s tudy  of planned a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l o n i z a t i o n  

schemes i n  t he  Dominican Republic  w a s  d  igned t o  "examine t h e  ... expe r i ence  b. 
both  a s  an  example which might shed som l i g h t  on t h e  g e n e r a l  problems and 1 ' 
processes  of c o l o n i z a t i o n  and,  i n c i d e n t l h  a s  a  means of viewing t h e  

important  changes t h a t  a r e  t ak ing  p l a c e  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  a r e a l  p a t t e r n s .  1151 



H e  d i scusses  td evolu t ion  of t h e  program, and h o w  t h e  H a i t i a n s  on t h e  

Western border were is p a r t  r e spdhs ib le  f o r  the  Dominican's d e s i r e  t o  have 

nonblacks s e t t l i n g  on t h a t  f r o n t i e r .  52 The author  sugges t s  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  

s t a b i l i t y  under T r u j i l l o  was respons ib le  f o r  t h e  genera l  n a t i o n a l  progress  
, 

qf t h e  country and the  developing of funct ioning co lon iza t ion  schemes 

planned by the  government, i . e .  , IL. . . t h e  rapid  growth of co lon iza t ion  has 

... been f a c i l i t a t e d  by a  d i r e c t  and highly e f f e c t i v e  po l i cy  of governmental 

a i d  and supervis ion .  1t53 

The author sugges t s  t h a t  "... d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  provides t h e  observer  * 
with  a  t o o l  f o r  f u r t h e r  a n a l y s i s .  " 5 4  He f u r t h e r  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  f r o n t i e r  

C 

colony a s  the  "f a i r -ha i red  c h i l d  of the  Dominican program," f ind ing  thak 

t h e  f r o n t i e r  co lon ies  a r e  f a r i n g  b e t t e r  than t h e  o t h e r s  -- being t h e  
\ 

"foreign" and the  "mixed." Augel l i  desc r ibes  t h e  fo re ign  co lon ies  i n  the  

,Dominican Republic and no tes  t h a t  they a r e  the  l e a s t  common des  i t e  an "open P 
door" pol icy  designed t o  b r ing  i n  a s  many a s  2,000,000 Europeans, e s p e c i a l l y  

refugees  before and dur ing the  Second World War. Nevertheless,  " v i r t u a l l y  

a l l  fo re ign  co lon ies  a r e  Japanese,  and evidence poi!ts t o  an inc rease  i n  . 

Japanese Immigration i n  the  f u t u r e .  " 5 5  I n  h i s  examination of the  mixed 

co lon ies ,  Augel l i  found t h a t  they were mixed p r imar i ly  because the  J e w s ,  

Spaniards,  and o the r  Europeans had not  remained a t  t h e i r  sites f o r  very long 

and t h e s e  p laces  were being taken up by Dominican n a t i o n a l s .  
"t 

The t e n t a t i v e  in fe rences  reached by Augel l i  from t h e  Dominican 

exper ience  which may be u s e f u l  f o r  co lon iza t ion  elsewhere a r e :  (1) Colonizat ion 

programs should be kept  h ighly  f l e x i b l e  i n  matters of t h e  amount of land and 

a i d  given t o  t h e  c o l o n i s t ,  (2)  Production from t h e  land should be s u f f i c i e n t  
# 

f o r  subs i s t ence  and a  s a l e a b l e  su rp lus ,  (3) I s o l a t e d  co lon ies  a p p e a r ~ o o m e d  

t o  f a i l u r e ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and copanunication f a c i l i t i e s  should be 



s u f f i c i e n t  t o  a s s u r e  t h e  u l t i m a t e  economic a n d . s o c i a 1  i n t e g r a t i o n  of t h e  

colony w i t h  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  coun t ry ,  ( 4 )  P re fe rence  should be g iven  t o  . 
I 

n a t i o n a l s  r a t h e r  than  f o r e  u n l e s s  a  European s t a n d a r d  of l i v i n g  is 
. 

for thcoming frym t h e  l a n d ,  (5)  When f o r e i g n e r s  a r e  i n t roduced ,  the 
" ,  

7 - 

c o l o n i s t s  should be' "mixed" w i t h  n a t i o n a l s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  c r o s s 4  e r t i l i z a t i o n  

i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  t echn iques  and t o  pave t h e  way f o r  e v e n t u a l  a a s i m i l a t i o p .  

of t h e  f o r e i g n e r ,  (6 )  P re fe rence  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of c o l o n i s t s  should be 

g iven  t o  young and v igo rous  coupl-es w i th  some farming know-how; and i n  t h e  

c a s e  of f o r e i g n e r s ,  t h e  c u l t u r a l  background ould  be such a s  not  t o  c l a s h  '% 
& t h  l o c a l  customs and b e l i e f s .  56 He "Governments . . . should 

no t  v i e W ~ c o l o n i z a t i o n  a s  a  s e p a r a t e  e f f o r t  ach iev ing  s p e c i f i c  

g o a l s  but a s  an i n t e g r a t e d  p a r t  of an Over-al l  development program. ,157 

Th i s  s tudy w a s  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  and ingormat ive .  The main 
1 

p a r a l l e l  between t h i s  s tudy  and t h e  p rev ious  one by Stewar t  i s  t h e  rac ism 
T- 

involved i n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of who s e t t l e s  i n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  count ry .  A u g e l l i ' s  

s t u d y ,  executed a t  a  t ime when T r u j i l l o  was i n  power, b e a r s  t h e  mark of t h  I 
e r a .  

58 
Jordan  (1962). Te r ry  Jordan  suggested t h a t .  t h e  c o l o n i z i n g  Germans 

had t o  s eek  t h e i r  homes i n  l a n d s  where t h e i r  cu1tu;al h e r i t a g e  was endangered 

\ 
because,  u n l i k e  B r i t a i n ,  Germany had no Canada o r  A u s t r a l i a  where l a r g e  

numbers of emigrants  could,  con t inue  t o  l i v e  under home'rule  i n  c l i m a t i c  

r- ? 

c o n d i t i o n s  s i m i l a r  t o  t hose  of t h e  a n c e s t r a l  homeland. H i s  s t udy  was 

designed t o  p p l a i n  why t h e  Germans migrated t o  B r a z i l ,  t o  rev iew t h e  'r 

problems i n  adap t ing  t o  t h e  new p h y s i c a l  and c u l t u r a l  environment,  . I 
and to d s c r i b e  t h e  procedure  of woodland s e t t l e m e n t  employed by t h e  

c o l o n i s t s .  5  9 



Percept ions  had much t o  do wi th  where t h e  Germans s e t t l e d ,  e .g. ,  they  
.' 

avoided t h e  c a q o s  because "the absence of t r e e s  w a s  thought t o  i n d i c a t e  

i n f e r t i l e  s o i l s ,  no timber was a v a i l a b l e  f o r  cons t ruc t ion  and f u e l ,  and t h e  

tough sod and matted r o o t s  of t h e  grass land were unfamil iar .  "60 They sought 

a u t  the-environment most s i m i l a r  t o  Germany t h a t  they codld f ind .  Jordan \ 

d e s c r i b e s  the  g r e a t e s t  c o n f l i c t  a s  t h a t  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  environment, i .e . ,  . - 

f h e  Geman system of primogeniture "conf l i c t ed  wi th  t h e  

which c a l l e d  f o r  equal  d i v i s i o n  of land among a l l  male h e i r s .  ,Forced by l a w  

t o  fo l low the  Mediterranean system, many German farmers d i l i g e n t l y  saved 

money t o  buy land f o r  each son. f u r t h e r  descr ibed a f e a t u r e  t h a t  seems 

t o  have some degree of "... i t  is  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  note  t h a t  

v a r i o u s  c o n f l i c t s  have a r k e n  i n  t h e  p a s t  between ... n a t i v e  B r a z i l i a n s  of 

German s tock  and newly-arrived inmigrants  from Germany. 1~62 

The author  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  procedure i n  woodland a g r i c u l t u d  co lon iza t ion ,  
1 .  

i . e ; ,  how they planfied t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  and what was produced therein:.Pe 
'. 

p o i n t s  out  t h a t  it was the  Germans who f i r s t  opened t h e  f o r e s t , o f  s o u t h e r n *  
t 

B r a z i l  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  se t t l ement  i n  a  c l i m a t i c  r eg ion  t h a t  is d e c i d q y  , 

warmer .than the  a n c e s t r a l  homeland. Jordan contends t h a t  when t h e  process  

of a s s i m i l 6 t i o n  is  completed, a  way of l i f e  and landscape w i l l  have developed 

. . t h a t  w i l l  be d i s t i n c t i v e l y  southern  Braz i l i an .  

This  s tudy was p r o d u d  from secondary resources .  Therefore,  i t  is  dry  

and d e s c r i p t i v e .  I t  bea r s  l i t t l e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  s tudy executed by 

, Auge l l i  on t h e  Dominican Rbpublic i n  t h e  previoue review. ~ o r d a n  has ,  

p e v e r t h e l e s s ,  included an appendix t h a t  lists tbe c i t i e s  and towns, by 

s t a t e ,  t h a t  have s German elements. '4 

Eidt  (1962). The Montana, a t  t h e  e a s t e r n  b a s e b f  t h e  Andes, i n a c c e s s i b l e  

from Western Peru f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  is  t h e  focus  of ~ i d t  s tudy of pione 
< . 



se t t lements .  He d i s c u s s e s  t h e  extens iveness  of t h e  Montana.&ad demonstrateq: 
\ r  

how i t  l inked more v i thvBraz i1  economically, but  how necessary i t . i s  i n  order 

f o r  Peru to  feed i t s  populat ion.  

The author d i s c u s s e s  t h e  d e t a i l e d  h i s t o r y  of t h e  settlemr!& and no tes  

t h e  p r i n c i p a l  agencies  respons ib le  f o r  colonizgt ion programs : " (1) t h e  church, 

(2)  t h e  government, (3) p r i v a t e  ent repreneurs ,  and, most r e c e n t l y ,  (4) t h e  

~ a t i o n a l  Univers i ty  of Huiunanga. Of a l l  of these  agencies ,  t h e  church has  7 

s 'been es tab l i shed  t h e  longes t  i n  e a s t e r n  Peru. "64 This  we l l  documented study * 

I 

d i s c u s s e s  the  people who s e t t l e d ,  when they s e t t l e d ;  where they s e t t l e d ,  and 

many of t h e  problems of se t t l ement  -- e s p e c i a l l y  d i s e a s e s  i n  t h e  lowlands. 
- ,  .. 

f 
- Eidt  w r i t e s  that achieving t h e  major se t t lement  progress  t h a t  is 

'pecessary  f o r  t h e  s u r v i v a l  of Peru i s  a d i s t i n c t  p o g s i b i l i t y ,  but "grave 
, .' 

mechanical and l e g a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s e  f r , m  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  is  still  

no over -a l l  coordinat ing l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  agency t o  supef%ise co lon iza t ion ,  

; a Pircumstance which may lead $0 haphazard and i n e f f i c i e n t  use  of t h e  

land. "65 The authbr  has t e n t a t i v e l y  concluded f roe t h e  success fu l  Montma 

co lon iza t ion  a t t empts  t h a t  (1) r e l i a b l e  overland t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  must be made 

a v a i l a b l e  t o  nearby markets; (2) experiment& i n  land use  must be c a r r i e d  

- o u t  p r i o r  t o  l a r g e  s c a l e  a c t i v i t i e s ;  (3) bas ic  urban f a c i l i t i e s  must be 
7 

provided immediately; (4) s m a l l  groups of f o r e i g n e r s  should be "l&edu wi th  
1 

Peruvians who have adequate resources ;  and ( 5 ) '  t h e  most s a t i s f a c t o r y  method 

of po&hating t h e  Montana would be t o  g ive  emphasis t o  p r i v a t e  settlers, while 

fu rn i sh ing  e f f e c t i v e  governmental supervis ion i n  o rder  t o  prevent  epecula t lon,  

maintain foads  and r a i l r o a d s ,  

This  s tudy i a  Impressive 

of i s s u e s  are presented.  One 

66 
- 

? 'i 
and provide p o l i c e  p ro tec t ion .  , 

2, 
't 

i n  its d e t a i l .  Both d e s c r i p t i o n  and a n a l y s i e  

would be hard pressed t o  f i n d  some re la t ionshl lp  

between t h i s  s tudy and t h e  a r t i c l e  by Jordan. 



,Krause (1962). Two s t u d i e s  on t h e  Mennonites who s e t t l e d  in t h e  

6 7 
Paraguayan Chaco c o n s t i t u t e  Krause 's  r epor t  f o r  t h e  geographical  record.  

-=* 

She n o t e s  t h a t  '!of t h e  t h r e e  Chaco se t t l ements ,  Menno w a s  e s t ab l i shed  i n  
I 

1926-1928 by 1300 settlers who came by way of Canada; Fernhein, i n  1930-1932 
If - 

by some 2000 ~ b s s i a n  refugees;  and Neuland, i n  1947-1948 by 2500 displaced 

persons, a l s o  from kqssia.  "68 I s o l a t i o n  was a key facto; f o r  t h e  site 

s e l e c t i o n  of the  M e n n ~ ~ c o l o n y :  "under goverpment sanc t ion ,  t h e  c o l o n i s t s  

could continue t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s ,  edaca t iona l ,  s o c i a l  an(r economic i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  

use t h e  German language, and be exempt from m i l i t a r y  se rv ice .  ,169 

The a u t h o r ' p o i n t s  t o  background a s  t h e  important ingred ien t  f o r  

expla in ing t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  foypd between these  M e ~ O n i t e S .  Menno c o l o n i s t s  

chose t h e  Chaco because they were equipped w*h implements and c a p i t a l ;  t h e  

Fernheimers, a s  refugees ,  had l i t t l e  choice when Canada's doors were closed 

t o  them; and f o r  t h e  ~ e u l a n d e r s ,  a s  d isplaced persons,  choice was decided by 

t h e  Mennonite t e n t r a l  Committee. Krause c l o s e s  her r epor t  with a quest ion:  

" W i l l  separa teness  cont inue  t o  dominate, o r  w i l l  t h e  colonie,s  become more 

c l o s e l y  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  economic l i f e  of Paraguay? ,170 

- 
~ r a u s e ' s  r e p o r t  i s  informat ive  and i n s t r u c t i S h .  The ' fact  t h a t  she 

c losed i t  wi th  a ques t ion makes i t  b e t t e r  than t h e  average repor t  because i t  
4 

gives  another researcher  t h e  oppor tuni ty  t o  f o l f m  up on a p a r t i c u l a r  l i n e  of , - 
enquiry. mere a r e  no use fu l  p a r a l l e l s  between Krause's r e p o r t  and t h e  s tudy 

\ 

by Eidt  i n  t h e  l a s t  review. 
-.- 

Stewart (1963). It is wi th  t r e p i d a t i o n  t h a t  ~ t e w a r t . ; ~ "  con t r ibu t ion  

is included because ' it is more of a  chal lenge t W  geographers t o  set t h e  f i e l d  

of s tudy in  a path  of a h a l y s i s  than a study of pioneering s o c i e t i e s .  g l i e  

r e f l e c t i o n s  on t h e  w c h a n i c a l  d i f f  irulties- involvp3 wi th  a n a l y s i s  of fo re ign  
* . 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  co lon iza t ion  schemes l e d  Stewart t o  write "I ven tu re  t o  suggest 



t h a t ,  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  growing number of c o n t r i b u t i o n s  [ t o  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  on 

fo re ign  pioheer a g r i c u l t u r a l  co lon iza t ion  schemes], t h e  geographic 
- 

impl ica t ions  of t h e  phenomefin have no t  heen thoroughly explored. ~ 7 2  
b 

\ : 
Japanese co lon iza t ion  i n  Paraguay i s  used by Stewart  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  

i 
I 

problems and p o s s i b i l i t i e s  involved I n  the  scanning of pioneer landscapes (r 
I i 

f o r  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  workings of c u l t u r e ~ a s  a geographic f a c t o r .  H e  t 
d i s c u s s e s  the  s ign i f i can t .p rob lems  assoc ia ted  wi th  t r a c i n g  theT th reads  of 

ind iv idua l  t r a i t s  through t h e  complex web of c u l t u r a l  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  

and comments W " the  most noteworthy depar tu re  from O r i e n t a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
-.a 

' 0  

t r a d i t i o n  is  the  almost t o t a l  absence of bas ic  conservat ion  technology. 11 13 
,f 

L 

Stewart sugges ts  t h a t  c u l t u r a l  elements a r e  f a r  e a s i e r  t o  degcr ibe  than 

t o  expla in ;  he proposes t h a t  " the search  f o r  o r i g i n s  and developmeut of ... 
elements i s  bes t  conducted wi th in  the  framework of t h e i r  formative 

.a 

processes .  " 7 4  S t e v a r t  f u r t h e r  sugges ts  t h a t  beyond t h e  mechanical 

d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r e  t h e  conceptual  ones, i . e . ,  t h e  at tempt t o  s o r t  ou t  t h e  

i n t q i c a c i e s  of c u l t u r a l  process  i n  order  t o  desc r ibe  changing a s s o c i a t i o a s  

of man and land r i s k s  v i o l a t i o n  of c e r t a i n  te rminologica l  taboos. 
P 

This  a r t i c l e  is  intended a s  a b a s i s  f o r  a framework f o r  analyziqg 

fo re ign  pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  se t t l ements .  It i s  dynamic and u s e i u l  beyond 

the. Paraguayan f o c a l  a rea .  The p a r a l l e l  between t h i s  a r t i c l e  and t h e  r e p o r t  

by Krause is  the  p o t e n t i a l  methodological follow-up allowed by its poei t ion .  

Eidt  (1964). An examination of government co lon iza t ion  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  - 
C 

t h e  t r o p i c a l  o r  semi- t ropica l  i n t e r i o r  of Colombia, Peru, and Argentina is * 
7 5 

one of t h e  s t a t e d  purposes of E id t ' a  s tudy on comparative problems and 

techniques.  H e  explained t h a t  he was a l s o  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  f a c t o r s  of 

"success and, f a i l u r e  which might be v a l i d  i n  new zones of settlement. ,,76 
t ' 



The aut-bor discusses the con<lfctp created in eastern Colombia 
1 

f- 

by missionaries who built schools without tk pedission of the Indians; 

' * -  
the role of the Army Farm Colonies in Peru; and the successes of 

J 
6 colonization gchemes in Argentina. 

The article is short, descriptive, and patently irrelevant to our 
ir 

purposes. The only worfhwhile statement is: "Argentina has worked out the 

4 problems of remote interior settlement most successfully -- a feat 
: +  

accomplished in spite of an ineffective land title program. ,177 However, * 
4 

the author does not explah the statement. There is no relationship 

between Eidt ' s article and the contributions made by Stewart ' s previous 

Stewart (1965). "The association of new land with new life, 

particularly in the relatively recent context of immigran\t agricultural 

settlement, is a phenomenon of unusual interest, lv7' Stewart ' s predominant 
OI 

theme is change as captured in studies of pioneer settlement. His focus 
, \. 

is on the-farm dwellings, but he notes that 

. . . relevance to survival is not always a trust- 
worthy index to. degrees of cultural conservatism. 
Occasimally , seemingly inconsequential things 
are the focus of tenacious cultural attachment. 
Thus, Japanese in Paraguay, although tolerant of 
a steady decline-in intensity of cultivation, 
and amenable to dispersed settlement with its 
attbndant compromises in village-oriented socio- 
economic pat terns, show no such flexibility 'with 

/ regard to .caseball. "79 . 

Nevertheless, the author continues that "structures are at once the opening 

gambit and the first line of defense in the contest for mastery of the 

environment'' and, realizing that, "it may be argued . . . (and not without + - 

some logic) that structural evidence muddle8 the view of the interplay 

between human groups and the pressures of pioneering. t180 st kart concl~dea. . 



h i s  a r t i c l e  i n  s t a t i n g  t h a t  

by its r e l a t i v e  innnutabil i ty t h e  dwell ing o f f e r s  
a  s u s t a i n i n g  sense  of s e c u r i t y  aga ins t  t h e  
u n c e r t a i n t i e s  of a  mi l i eu  i n  wWch change is  
i n e v i t a b l e ,  but  d i r e c t i o n s  a r e  imperfec t ly  
perceived and mechanisms a r e  poorly understood. 
The dwell ing cannot wholly i n s u l a t e  ionee r s  
from vexing problems of a  new enviro  b n t  o r  
t h e  cons tant  and o f t e n  none-too-subtle p ressu res  
f o r  a c c u l t u r a t i o n ;  but the  pe r s i s t ence  of 
f a m i l i a r  d e t a i l  i t  would seem can and does r e t a r d  
compromises i n  s p i r i t .  81 

The a r t i c l e  i s  more than a e s t h e t i c  because, a s  t h e  author  pointed o u t ,  

I 1  t h e  cavernous, hip-roofed barn i s  superf luous  where c o l l e c t i o n  and 

s to rage  f  winter  feed  is  not  a  c l i m a t i c  impera t ive ,  B "" y e t ,  i t  does not  

reach an  a n a l y t i c a l  o r  d e s c r i p t i v e  l e v e l .  It is  aD,en te r t a in ing  a r t i c l e ,  

and r e l e v a n t  f o r  ga in ing some i n s i g h t s .  There a r e ,  however, no p a r a l l e l s  

between Stewar t ' s  con t r ibu t ion  and t h e  l a s t  review. 

\ 
Eid t  (1967). This  f i e l d  study by ~ i d t ' ~  d e s c r i b e s  modern co lon iza t ion  

ra 
a s  a f a c e t  of land development. He d i s c u s s e s  p r i v a t e  co lon iza t ion  schemes 

by the  United F r u i t  Company and t h e  Kaigai Kogyo Kabushiki Kaisha. About 

t h e  l a t t e r ,  the  author wrote: 

A u t h o r i t i e s  nego t i a t ed  wi th  t h e  Japanese f i rm 
Kaigai Kogyo W u s h i k i  Kaisha (Overseas 
Development Corporat ion) t o  begin commercial 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  development of t h e  upper Cauca 
Valley by s e t t l i n g  approximately 55 Japanese 
farm f a m i l i e s  t h e r e  between 1929 and 1936. 
Although such i n t e n s i v e  l o c a l  Colombian 
opposi t ion  developed t h a t  -it forced movement of 
t h e  colony from Corinto t o  Palmira i n  1945 and 
subsequently brought a h u t  major changes i n  
r e l i g i o u s  a t t i t u d e s  of the  . co lon i s t s ,  t h e  
Japanese b v e  been economically successf u l .  84 

The author d i s c u s s e s  t h e  co lon iza t ion  a t tempts  by government agencies  

undert'aken because of t h e  l a c k  of popu la r i ty  of p r i v a t e  f o r e i g n  co lon ies ,  

t h e  slowness of missionary endeavors, and t h e  need f o r  n a t i o n a l  planning 



because of populat ion 

m i l i t a r y  necess i ty .  8 5 

slowly, but i s o l a t i o n  

growth problems, renewed p o l i t i c a l  s t r i f e ,  and 

He shows t h a t  t h e  extremely i s o l a t e d  co lon ies  grew 

has been abated i n  most .of  t h e  colonies .  The 

a r t i c l e  con ta ins  t en  photographs and t h r e e  maps shoJing the  types  of 

schemes ex tan t  i n  Colombia. 
' .  

Eidt  sugges ts  t h a t  two s e r i o u s  problems have a f f l i c t e d  co lon iza t ion  

schemes i n  Colombia: ' 

The problem of unt ra ined s e t t l e r s  is  so severe  
t h a t  t h e  few government o f f i c i a l s  who r e s i d e  
permanently i n  t h e  co lon ies  have f a i l e d  i n  a t tempts  
t o  in t roduce  va luab le  comnercial c rops ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
those which t a k e  s e v e r a l  yea r s  t o  mature. 86 

* 
The second problem is one Colombians s h a r e  with 
Lat in  Americans i n  g e n e r a l s  i . e . ,  t h e  l a r g e  number 
of spontaneous s e t t l e r s  who appear when a  
co lon i sa t ion  p r o j e c t  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d .  There a r e  
laws i n  Colombia which favor  the  colono espontaneo 
and a c t  a s  a  de t r iment  t o  planned s e t t l e m e d .  8 7 

This second problem, he noted,  has s t r u c k  f e a r  i n t o  every land owner 

inc luding some of t h e  e n t e r p r i s i n g  coZaos espontaneos themselves, and 

bona fide s e t t l e r s  a r e  discouraged by t h e  system. 
8 8  

The moral over tones  i n  t h i s  s tudy a r e  unmistakable, and t h e  Impl ica t ion  

is t h a t  the  only th ing  t h a t  m a t t e r s  is  economic development, without 

a t t e n t i o n  t o  the  people involved i n  the  processes  of t h a t  development. & 
is a  poor s tudy t h a t  l e a d s  i n t o  a  void ,  and compares nqt  a t  a l l  wi th  t h e  

previous s tudy reviewed. 

Eidt  (1968). As a  matter of record ,  

t h e  real s t o r y  concerning the  Japanese i n  

in t roduc t ion  t o  t h e  s tudy of t h e  Japanese 

Argentina t h a t  

i t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  know 

Columbia. ~ i d t ~ ~  wrote i n  t h e  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  co lon iza t ion  i h  



... a , f ter  t h e  Japanese entered  World War 11, t rans -  
P a c i f i c  connnunications became inc reas ing ly  d i f f i c u l t  
and a l l  but  one of t h e i r  South American co lon ies  
eventual ly  su f fe red  economic hardship.  The exception 
was a KKKK colony located  i n  t h e  upper Cauca Valley 
d,Colombia near  Palmira. This  group of approximately 
500 pioneers  began a c t i v i t i e s  i n  1929 and almost 
immediately broke away from t h e  mother organiza t ion .  
The Japanese farmers chose to produce cash crops  f o r  
the Colombian market alone., wi th  the  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  
colony not  only survived the  war almost i n  i t s  
o r i g i n a l  form but  very e a r l y  began t d  c o n t r i b u t e  
t o  the  economy of t h e  hos t  country.  90 

The author d i s c u s s e s  reasons why some Japanese co lon ies  had f a l t e r e d  

D i n  B r a z i l  because of l o c a t i o n  and/or poor management, and he sugges ts  t h a t  

)- .  ., L. two of t h e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t s  of Misiones and any o t h e r  modern 
c 

co lon iza t ion  scheme, "both from the  point  of view of t h e  hos t  country and 

the  c o l o n i s t s  themselves, a r e  the  manner of adjustment t o  t h e  new region 

and the  speed wi th  which s i z a b l e  commerci-gl q u a n t i t i e s  of foodeand 

i n d u s t r i a l  crops can be produced. Success i n  each of t h e s e  achievements, 

a f t e r  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  over a  period of yea r s ,  i s  considered by Eidt  t o  

depend l a r g e l y  on f i v e  f a c t o r s :  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  colony, se t t l ement  form, 

choice  of s e t t l e r s ,  formalized systems of resource  u t i l i z a t i o n ;  and methods 

of land t i f l i n g  and inher i t ance .  92 He m i t e s ,  never the less ,  t h a t  "aside 

from the  dangers of poor t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  market a r e a s ,  remoteneee is a 

f a c t o r  which may be less of a  disadvantage under c e r t a i n  cimumstances than 

is genera l ly  presumed t o  be t h e  case  i n  modern pioneer se t t l ement .  "93 T b  

most e x c i t i n g  aspec t  of t h i s  a r t i c l e  is foo tno te  e i g h t ,  which answers i n  

p a r t  the  ques t ion  posed e a r l i e r  by Krause: 

An example of t h e  achievements of i s o l a t i n g  f o r e i g n  
- groups which a r e  a l loved t o  remain together  long 

enough t o  become s o c i a l l y  and economically s t a b i l i z e d  
is  t h a t  of t h e  Mennonites i n  northwestern Paraguay. 
Increas ing c o n t a c t s  wi th  t h e  rest of Paraguay a r e  
now r a t h e r  smoothly br inging about t h e  process  of 
a s s i m i l a t i o n  wi th  t h i s  respected  community a f t e r  
approximately ha l f  a  century  of independent adjustment. 

94 



Eidt discusses the damero system,95 which fails to consider 

topography and charges ie with being the direct cause of many a pioneer 

settlement failure; he suggests, however, that the Japanese settlers at 

Lujan had the advantage of securing holdings where each parcel had a 

permanent stream on one end and a road near the other. In the section on 

the selection of colonists, Eidt attempts to clarify the issue of pioneer 

background, i.e., who makes a good pioneer? He suggests that it made little 
. a 

difference in the case of the.Japanese and the Germans if they came from 

urban or rural areas because either urban or rural they have a strong 

attachment to the land: "It is therefore less of a surpise to learn that 

high percentages of'the population of some Japanese and G.erman colonies in f - 
the rainforests of America are from urban areas in the homeland but have 

, succeeded remarkably well as pioneer settlers. "96 The author suggests that 

the Japanese- family structure is especially suited to pioneer settlement - 
requirements because "the distribution of labqr is clear and unquestioned. ,897 

In a section entitled "Special Problems and Conclusions," Eidt noted 

that the Japanese settlers are almost in unanimous agreement that their 

major problems have less to do with colonization per se, than with the 

broader difficulties of Argentine inflation, the education of 

their children, and the location of the colony 

border. Be concludes by predieing that "as 

opportunities to build better homes occur, and the school problem is solved, 

the initial worries will probably retreat into the background as they have 

in other successful pioneer,settlements. ,I 98 
i 

This is the most stimulating study by Eidt sa far because he diacuoses 

the process of arrival of some of the colonist8 f r p  other areas of South I 

America, and there is some analysis of causes. The overriding theme of 



economic succes s  i n  a  commercial sense  a t  t h e i r  s i t e ,  however, d e t r a c t e d  

from some of t h e  mo<e important  concerns of t h e  c o l o n i s t s .  This  is, 

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  one of t he  f i n e r  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  geographic l i t e r a t u r e  on t h e  

t o p i c .  

Laa tsch  (1971). The primary reason  f g r  ~ a a t s c h '  sgg s tudy  w a s  t o  

understand the .  impact o•’ H u t t e r i a n  mig ra t ion  t o  A lbe r t a  w i t h  regard t o  t h e  

Communal P rope r ty  Act and t h e  e v p l u t i o n  of t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n .  He 

8 .  
found t h a t  a d i s p e r s e d  s e t t l e m e n t  p a t t e r n  had developed a s  a  r e s u l t  of 

l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t i o n  i n i t i a t e d  i n  t h e  1940'9,  and t h a t  t h e  Comunal  Proper ty  

Cont ro l  ~ o a r d ' s  f u n c t i o n  had t h e  pe rve r se  e f f e c t  of imposing a  hardship 

on t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  farmer of sou the rn  Alber ta .  

The au thor  b r i e f l y  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  movements of t h e  H u t t e r i t e s  through 

Europe t o  t h e  Unit.ed S t a t e s  and f i n a l l y  t o  Canada. Hi fpr imary  focus ,  
P 

however, is t h e  Communal P rope r ty  Act and some r e s u l t s  of t h e  Act. The 

C~mmunal Proper ty  Act of 1947 

Prevented any H u t t e r i t e  colony from purchas ing  
1 

o r  l e a s i n g  any l and  beyond t h e  ac reage  he ld  i n  
1944. No new c o l o n i e s  could be e s t a b l i s h e d  
w i t h i n  40 m i l e s  of ano the r  colony and no new' 
colony could c o n t a i n  more than  6,400 a c r e s .  
No person could sel l  land  f o r  a  new colony 
wi thout  f i r s t  o f f e r i n g  i t  f o r  s a l e  f o r  60 days  
under t h e  Ve te ran ' s  Land Act of 1942 ... The 
Act w a s  s u s t a i n e d  by t h e  c o u r t s  and r i g i d l y  
en•’ orced .  loo 

The primary r eason  f o r  t h e  Act w a s  t h e  f e a r  of o t h e r  f a rmers  t h a t  t h e  

4 .#, H u t t e r i t e s  would buy up a l l  t h e  farmland i n  sou the rn  Albe r t a  wh i l e  people 

i n  urban a r e a s  saw it as a means of f o r c i n g  t h e  H u t t e r i t e s  i n t o  t h e  "main- 

stream" of Canadian Soc ie ty .  Laa tsch  a b l y  documents a c t i o n s  and r e a c t i o n s  

through 1969 when t h e  Supreme, Court of Canada upheld t h e  Act: 



I 

J u s t \ ce  Ronald Mortland w r i t i n g  f o r  t h e  Court s t a t e d .  
. t h a t  " the  Communal P rope r ty  Act was enac ted  r e l a t i v e  

t o  t h e  ownerehip of Land i n  A lbe r t a  and t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  and had j u s t  i f  i c a t  ion  under Sec t  i on  92 
B r i t i s h  North America Act because i t  d e a l s  w i t h .  
p rope r ty  i n  t h e  province .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  
cons idered  t h e  use  of l a r g e  a r e a s  of l and  i n  
A lbe r t a  f o r  t h e  purpose of communal 1 v i n g  was 
something whick, i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i 2 e r e s t ,  was r e q u i r e d  
t o  be r e g u l a t e d  and c o n t r o l l e d . " l 0 l  

e he a u t h o r  n o t e s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  f l e x i b i l i t y  

i n  t h e  Act provid ing  f o r  t h e  Lieutenant  Governor i n  Counci l  t o  make 

r e g u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .  I n  h i s  concluding  remarks, Laatsch 

wrote  t h a t  

i t  is i r o n i c  t h a t  t h e  Communal Proper ty  Act i s  
r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  ha rdsh ip  on those  i t  was o r i g i n a l l y  
meant t o  p r o t e c t  ... Recent ly  many fa rmers  who 
d e s i r e  t o  d i s p o s e  of t h e i r  land have d i f f i c u l t y  
f i n d i n g  a buyer and want d e s p e r a t e l y  t o  s e l l  t o  
t h e  H u t t e r i t e s ,  bu t  a r e  prevented from doing s o  
because of t h e  Communal P rope r ty  Act. I t  is  
t h e s e  same f a rmers  who 20 y e a r s  ago fought ,  some- 
t imes v i o l e n t l y ,  f o r  t h e  passage of t h e  ~ c t . l o ~  

Laa tsch  w r i t e s  that t h e  H u t t e r i t e s  occupy s l i g h t l y  more than  1% of 
, 

A l b e r t a ' s  farm land ,  based on t h e  1966 census ,  and i n  t h e  a r e a s  of h i g h e s t  

c o n c e n t r a t i o n  they  own s l i g h t l y  more than  6% of t h e  farm land .  lo3 H e  

1' f u r t h e r  sugges t s  t h a t  a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  Comunal  P rope r ty  Act t h e  

H u t t e r i t e  c o l o n i e s  have been expanding (branching o u t )  westward and s o u t h  

of t h e  Canadian border .  
4 

Thi s  s tudy  i s  w e l l  w r i t t e n  k d - w e l l  documented. The p r g a n i z a t i o n  of 

H u t t e r i a n  s o c i e t y  is  t r e a t e d  most ly  i n  s p a t i a l  con tex t  r a t h e r  than  an  

a n a l y t i c a l  framework, which d e t r a c t s  frm'clompreheneion of t h e  e s sence  o f .  

t h e  s o c i e t y  t o  some degreq. Laa tsch  does  h o m e r ,  that I i u t t e r i t e s  
> 

p r a c t i s e  controZZed accuitu%tim -- a  bending i n  t h e  wind by which t h e  .: 
H u t t e r i t e s  accep t  p r a c t i c e s  from t h e  l a r g e r  s o c i e t y  bu t  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  new 



p r a c t i c e s  i n t o  t h e i r  OM v a l u e  slstern. lo4 It is  what Wagner c a l l e d  
C 

p a r t a k i n g  " i n  p r o g r e s s  w h i l e  r e l y i n g  on t r a d i t i o n .  "Io5 There a r e  p a r a l l e l s  

between t h i s  s tudy  and t h e  l a s t  one by E i d t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  s e t t l e r ' s  

concern f o r  g g n e r a t i o n a l  l i n k a g e  and con t inua t ion .  
106 

E i d t  (1971). The major o b j e c t i v e  of ~ i d t ' s  book o n ' ~ i m e r  Setthmmt 

i n  Nor theas t  Argent ina  "is t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  knowledge about  one of  t h e  

impor tan t  a r e a s  of modern s e t t l e m e n t  i n  a  remote p a r t  of L a t i n  America. 1,107 

c He had noted i n  t h e  "preface" t h a t  

t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  of v a s t  empty r eg ions  i n  L a t i n  
America has  long  o f f e r e d  a  cha l l enge  f o r  p ionee r  
s e t t l e r s  who want t o  open l and  t o  escape  adve r se  
p o l i t i c a l ,  economic, r e l i g i o u s ,  e t h n i c ,  o r  o t h e r  
p re sgures ,  and f o r  t h e  environmental  s c i e n t i s t  

.who a t t e m p t s  t o  d i r e c t  land opening o r  t o  
ana lyze  its r e s u l t .  l o8  

The re fo re ,  a  second o b j e c t i v e  of E i d t ' s  s tudy  was " t o  i n q u i r e  i n t o  t h e  

e f f e c t s  of p a s t  a s , w e l l  a s  e x i s t i n g  land  opening p r o j e c t s  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e v e a l  

t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  f n g r e d i e n t s  which may be r e l e v a n t  t o  s u c c e s s f u l  modern 

s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h i s  and o t h e r  r e g i o n s  of L a t i n  America. ,1109 
, . 

~ i d t ' s  s tudy  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  r o l e  of p ionee r  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  expanse 

of t e r r i t o r y  "beyond t h e  limits of meaningful s e t t l e m e n t s  
il, 

1~110 i n  L a t i n  

America wi th  s p e c i f i c  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  Province  of Mibiones i n  which t h e  

p h y s i c a l  geographic t r a n s i t i o n a l  n a t u r e  has  posed e s p e c i a l l y  d i • ’ f  i c u l t  

c o l o n i z a t i o n  problems. The a u t h o r  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  n a t u r e  of e a r l y  settle- 
, 

ment by t h e  J e s u i t s  between 1609 and 1707, t he  q u e s t i o n  of s t a t e  and 

f e d e r a l  l a n d s  i n  Argent ina ,  and t h e  advantages and problems a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

Misiones a s  a  p h y s i c a l  reg ion .  He adequate ly  documents t h e  devalop- 

. m e n t a l  c o l o n i z a t i o n  h i s t o r y  of Misiones,  t h e  v a r i o u s  people  who came and 

went,  and why they  d i d .  The account  is  w e l l  i l l u s t r a t e d , . w i t h  perhaps t o o  

much d e t a i l  g iven  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of s e t t l e m e n t  t y p e s  i n  t h e  Province.  



On t he  c u l t u r a l  s i d e  in Misiones, t h e  author  no tes  that " c u l t u r a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  deeply ingra ined among farm peoples t h e  world over ,  and 

t h i s  has  been q u i t e  evident  i n  the l a c k  of mutual t r u s t  during times of 
C 

stress i n  t h e  randomly mixed co lon ies  of the  d i f f i c u l t  landscape. ,9113 

That is ,  each se t t l ement  group should be of t h e  same background o r  a s  

c l o s e l y  a s  t h a t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  a t t a i n .  H e  f u r t h e r  noted t h a t  "it i s  

evident  t h a t  g r e a t e r  importance was a t tached t o  educat ional  f a c i l i t i e s  by 

European pioneers  than by t h e  Argentine a u t b o r i t l e s ,  and r e l a t i o n s  between 

t h e  hos t  country and c o l o n i s t s  were severe ly  s t r a i n e d  over t h i s  p o i n t .  ,9114 

This  is  l ikewise  a problem f o r  t h e  Japanese c o l o n i s t s  who b u i l t  two schools  '" 

a f t e r  =&ding only two months i n  Misiones 

because they i n s i s t e d  on a go& education f o r  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  ... Classes  i n  Misiones a r e  f r equen t ly  
cancel led  on r a i n y  days and c h f l d r e n  l o s e  s e v e r a l  
days a week dur ing bad weather. Lack of paved 

% 
roads prec ludes  adequate bus s e r v i c e ,  but t h e  r a i n  
holiday has become more of a p r o v i n c i a l  h a b i t  than  
a n e c e s s i t y  according t o  c o l o n i s t s .  115 

I' 

I n  the  realm of education,  Eidt  concludes t h a t  "the educat ion  of c h i l d r e n  

is a most important f a c t o r  i n  co lon iza t ion  of the  wi lderness  ... 9,116 

The a u t h o r ' s  in-depth s tudy covered the  aspec t s  of d i s e a s e s  and 

p1agues;homeland in f luences  on co lon ize r s ;  p o l i t i c s ;  caamercial  production; 

coopera t ives ;  s c a r c i t y  of land f o r  r e t a i n i n g  succeeding genera t ions  a t  the  

s i te ;  economic a s s i s t a n c e ;  s e t t l e r s  from urban environments and t h e i r  

s p e c i a l  problems; indebtedness a s  a s t a b i l i z i n g  f a c t o r  i n  some ins tances ;  

-and he concludes t h a t  i n  t h e  case  of pioneer g g r i c u l t u r a l  se t t l ements ,  

"whether they f a i l  o r  succeed, dl1 be c a r e f u l l y  investigated a t  a11 *ages 
- - '1 

and publ ic ized  f o r  t h e  purpose of ma1nta in ing"the  important record  of l a y -  

scape change and of developing a deeper underetanding of pioneer se t t l ement  

processes.  9,117 



= \ 36. 

Eidt  has done a  mas te r fu l  job of ' recording t h e  se t t l ement  processes  

i n  h i s  s tudy.  I n  many ways i t  i s  a n a l y t i c a l ,  but i t  employs no d i s c  n i b l e  t 
a n a l y t i c a l  framework. Therefore,  i t  s t ands  a s  a  good geographical  record 

l i k e  many o the r  s t u d i e s .  There a r e  elements of t h e  s tudy t h a t . a r e  u s e f u l  1 
C 

i n  o t h e r  con tex t s ,  and i t  is  unfor tunate  t h a t  they a r e  so  w e l l  hidden, e .g. ,  

t h e  r o l e  of p o l i t i c s  among t h e  c o l o n i s t s  a s  a c t o r s  r a t h e r  than a s  s u b j e c t s  

being a c t e d  upon; t h e  e f f e c t  of education on the  cod t inua t  i o n  of c u l t u r a l  I 

. -  1 
t r a d i t i o n  arid exclus iveness  among t h e  s e t t l e r s ;  the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of 

language i n  the  r e t e n t i o n  of e t h n i c i t y .  This  s tudy taken on t h e  whole has 

some u s e f u l  d a t a  f o r  developing p e r t i n e n t  ques t ions  on pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  

co lon iza t ion  s o c i e t i e s .  The gap, however, between t h i s  s tudy and t h e  one by 

Laatsch is too wide t o  bridge wi th  t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  a r t  a t  p resen t .  

Langemann (1971). Langemann' s f i r s t  essay is devoted t o  "The 
I 

Development of a  M ~ d e l  f o r  t h e  L i f e  Cycle of Closed A g r i c u l t u r a l  Colony 
,,I18 

which he in t roduces  wi th  a  b r i e f  d i scuss ion  of why governments encouraged 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t s  dur ing  t h e  19 th  and e a r l y  20th c e n t u r i e s ,  e .g . ,  
. cg 

". . . a s  a  means of upgrading an) inc reas ing  a g r i c u l t u r a l  production and 

en la rg ing  t h e i r  e f f e c t i v e  n a t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r y .  "119 The author defined out  

of the  l a r g e r  mass of s e t t l e r s  "a m a l l  s p e c i a l i z e d  sub-group"120 who 

. f o r  one reason o r  another ,  sought a p lace  i n  which 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  "Closed Agr icu l tu ra l  Colony." They \ 

hoped t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  more o r  l e s s  autonomous o r  
independent colony wi th in  the  conf ines  of q host  
country. Th i s  colony would be closed t o  a l l  people 
who were not  members of t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  group 
e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  colony and i n  these  co lon ies  thay 
hoped t o  c  r y  on t h e i r  d i s t i n c t i v e  way of l i f e  f with l i t t  o r  no i n t e r f e r e n c e  from t h e  o u t s i d e  
world ... t h e s e  c o l o n i s t s  came a s  l a r g e r  and more 
extended roups wi th  s p e c i a l ,  and very s t r o n g ,  group 
t i e s .  This  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  group a c t i n g  a s  
one cohesive u n i t ,  a s  an ind iv idua l ,  r a t h e r  than a s  
a  number of i n d i v i d u a l s  wi th  t h e  same genera l  
goa l s  i n  mind.121 



37. 
7 L 

> 
1, From t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  he pos tula ted  t h a t  "despi te  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c ~ s  , 

\ 

i n  t h e  geographical  o r i g i n ,  e t h n i c  and r a c i a l  o r i g i n ,  and c u l t u r a l  back- 

I 1 grounds of t h e  c o l o n i s t s  involvea,  t h e  M e l o p m e n t  of t h e  closed colonies  

tended t o  fol low s i m i l a r  steps."'% That i s  
4 

/The p a t t e r n  of estab1;shment , growth, development, 
t h e  p r e s s i r e  from o u t s i d e ,  and eventual  d e c l i n e  

J 
of these  co lon ies  a s  "Closed" u n i t s  and t h e  
beginning of t h e  pkocesses of a s s i m i l a t i o n  of 
t h e  c o l o n i s t s  i n t o  t h e  s o c i e t y  of t h e  hos t  countries.  
w i l l  fo l low s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n s  d e s p i t b g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e s  
in the  geographical  and e t h n i c  o r i g i n  of t h e  c o l a n i s t s  
o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t e l o c a t i d n  of the  closed colonies .  1 123 

h i  Langemann moved from t s hypothesis  to ' a  review of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  and - * 
- .  

c o r r e c t l y  notes  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of Stewar t ' s  "Foreign Agr icu l tu ra l  

Colonizat ion a s  a Study i n  C u l t u r a l  Geography as a c o n t r i b u t i o n  toward 
.. 

11 s t r u c t u r i n g  i n  i n  the  na tu re  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  co lon ies ,  i . e . ,  ... 
h 

i t  should understanding of t h e  r o l e  ' c d t u r e '  p lays  i n  man's 

inf luence  on the  landscape. "125 N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  Langemann t e s  t h a t ,  f o r  t h e  ' T Y 

most p a r t ,  h i s  reviews a u l d  "be r e s t r i c t e d  t o  some degkee& t o  the 

economic and t echn ica l  a s p e c t s  of organiz ing se t t l ements  i n  a f r o n t i e r  , b 
area.  The a u t h o r ' s  reviews a r e  s h o r t ,  and h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  is 

exce l l en t :  "They l i s t  a g r e a t  number of f a c t s  about one colony ia p a r t i c u l a r  

# 
but t h e r e  is r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  at tempt made t o  draw in fe rences  from t h e  v a s t '  - . i 

,,I27 1 amounts of f a c t u a l  m a t e r i a l  presented.  J 

However, from t h e ,  ind iv idua l  case  s t u d i e s ,  Langemann found enough 

s i m i l a r i , t i e s  t o  develop a model of " the  l i f e  cyc le  of co lon ies  as 'c losed '  

e n t i t i e s .  H i s  model is g raph ica l ly  i l l u s t r a t e d  which SLWB the 
' & t h e  source drea where t h e  processes  o r  &ages and some a l t e r n a t i v e s .  

dec i s ion  t o  emigrate is made, "There must . . . be a motivating o r  uni fying 



M 
them apa r t  from the rest of the  population ... "1303 This motivating force,  

1 
according t o  Langemann, Is general ly  a perceived th rea t  t o  t he  continued 

n 

exis tence of t h e  group's way of l i f e .  Therefore, the  f ac to r s  of 

emigration a r e  push. A t  t he  s tage of s i t e  se lec t ion  "one o f - t h e  basic 

4 
requirements i s  a l a r g e  block of land with no 'outs iders '  l i v ing  on it .  tJ3f  

It is a t  t h i s  s tage t h a t  choice and a l t e rna t ives  en te r  the  p ic ture ,  i.e., 

t he  se lec t ion  of t he  s i t e  i f  it  i s  economically f ea s ib l e  and s u f f i c i e n t l y  

remote; t he  r e j ec t ion  of t he  s i t e  and returning t o  the  source area,  

in tegra t ing  i n t o  the  l a rge r  society ,  or  se lec t ing  an a l t e r n a t i v e  s i t e .  

I f  the  s i t e  is acceptable,  then the development of t he  colony begins. As 

t he  colony develops, i t  experiences i n t e rna l  preasures t h a t  a r e  not shown 
d 

in the  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  Nevertheless, these pressures r e s u l t  because "a 

\ 
a m b e r  of males have grown t o  an age where they requi re  land of t h e i r  

. which c rea t e s  cen t r i fuga l i t y  within the 'colony, i. e. ,  

The values  i n s t i l l e d  i n  the  people a r e  such that 
xJ t k y  want t o  work hard and produce fangible  

+ r e s u l t s  from t h e i r  labour. If  t h i s  i s  denied ' 
them within the  colony, t he  very dynadcs  which 

- produced the  colony i n  t he  f i r s t  place w i l l  tend 
t o  d r ive  the  young men f r o m d t i n  order t o  
achieve the  succhss which they- b v e  been taught 
t o  value and which is denled thgm *thin the 
colony. I f  t h i s  generation wants l anda the  m e t  
then f requently-leave the closed colony. 133 

~angeaann ' s  next s tage  is one in which the  colony is subjected t o  in tegra t ion  

pressures: a t  t h i s  s tage  t h e  co lonis t s  can resist most e f f ec t ive ly  by moving 

t o  anotherVfrqdt ie r .  ~f t he  co lon i s t s  a r e  unsrrccsseful a t  r e s i a t i a g  the  

in tegrn t ion  pressures,  then t h e  processes of in tegra t ion  begin; t h e  f i r s t  

line of a t t ack  against  ;he: co lon i s t s  is through h education of t h e i r  
C 

/ 
I 

chi ldren i n t h e  . - language, h i s tory ,  imd cu l ture  o f  the h o ~ t  country.. 
- - . J 



With t h e  young aware of a l t e rna t ive  opportuni t ies  ' outs ide  the colony, many tend t o  leave and the ,  
colony w i l l  eventually f ind i t s e l f  v i t h  a 8hortage 
of labour. To supply t h i s  need f o r  labour wi thin  
t he  colony the  cokohi ts turn  t o  sources ou ts ide  
of the  colony ...% This 4 destroys  the  t o t a l l y  closed 
nature  of t he  co l  y. b e  time the  f i r s t  A 

Beneration of s e t t  rs a r e  ready t o  leave the  
farms there  a r e  f requent ly  not enough younger 
members s t i l l  within t he  colony t o  f i l l  t he  farms 

P ava i lab le  and the  owners a r e  forced t o  sell  t o  
na t iona ls  of t he  host  country.134 

The in tegra t ion  process i s  the  f i n a l  s tage  of the  model because the  colony 

i s  opened, and the  processes of aes imila t ion have begun. ' I  
' r  

~angemann's,model is useful  i n  studying the  nature  of closed - 
9 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  soc#eties.  The strong point is h i s  accounting'for the  ex te rna l  

fo rces  ac t ing  on the  pioneering people; the  weak point  i n  the  model i s  the  
I t  

poor charac te r iza t ion  o f  the i n t e rna l  fo rces  ac t ing  within t he  group i t s e l f .  

This l a t t e r  pa in t ,  however, i s  documented a s  a r e a l i t y  i n  the  t ex t .  The 

author has provided a framework f o r  analyzing a g r i c u l t u r a l  communities 

beyond t h o s e ' t h a t  a r e  closed,  but some changes must be made i n  t he  model t o  

include o the r ' va r i ab l e s ,  e.g., t he  cen t r i fuga l  fo rces  der iving f r m ' s u c h  

things  a s  econo&*success o r  l ibera l i sm i n  accepting methods and values of 

the  na t i ona l s  i n  t he  host  country. H i s  model would be useful  i n  s t ruc tur ing  

some of t he  data-presented by E i d t ' s  study on nor theast  Argentina, but t he  

analyst  would, indeed, have a d i f f i c u l t  time f i t t i n g  t he  pieces together.  

The s e c p e s s a y  by Langenann i s  "The Mennonite Colonies of South 

her ica .  "135 In this essay, the  author claimed that "the Mennonite Colonies 
-% . 

of South h e r i b a ,  de sp i t e  their d e s i r e  f o r  isola<ion and t h e i r  d e s i r e  t o  cu t  
. . 

t-elves o f A &  a11 outs ide  influence. A d  t o  ='&in unchanged, a r e  

eventual ly  subje6tdd t o  the  forces  of a s s h i l a t i o n  and t h e  ' c l o e d '  nature  

of t he  colony d i m m a r s .  "13' He hypotheehxed that "closed ~ n i t e  



A g r i c u l t u r a l  Colonies w i l l  fo l low t h e  same l i f e  cyc le  t h a t  o t h e r  Closed 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  Colonies do. 

Langemann i l luminated  t h e  problem of most s t u d i e s  on Mennonites by 

showing t h a t  they a r e  g e n e r a l l y  "... 0 f . a  d e s c r i p t i v e  o r  ' inventory '  n a t u r e  
.. 

r a t h e r  than a n a l y t i c .  Nevertheless,  h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  review is both 

ex tens ive  and exhaust ive.  

The author ' s discusbion of t h e  va r ious  Mennonite Colonies i n  South 

A -4 
America i s  m o r c  than adequate t o  d & s t r a t e  how each f i t  o r  did not  f i t  

i n t o  h i s  model. However, Langemann f a i l e d  t o  s t r eng then  t h e  -el i n  over- 

looking some a s p e c t s  of t h e  d a t a  wi th  which he was working, e .g . ,  how does 

t h e  fol lowing f i t  t h e  model? 

In  t h e  case  of t h e  Menno colony, the  need f o r  
o u t s i d e  labour is l a r g e l y  supplied by a  t r i b e  of 
comparatively p r i m i t i v e  Ind ians  who l i v e d  i n  t h e  
a r e a  before  t h e  Mennonites a r r ived .  The use  of 
t h i s  Indian  labour i s  f a i r l y  extens ive .  However, 
a s  they were not  a  p a r t  of t h e  Paraguayan c u l t u r a l  
f a b r i c  they do not  tend t o  in t roduce  Paraguayan 
va lues  i n t o  t h e  colony. There has been a  tendency 
f o r  t h e  Ind ians  t o  l e a r n  t h e  Low German d i a l e c t  
used i n  everyday speech by t h e  Mennonites and t h u s  
a d j u s t  t h e i r  c u l t u r e  t o  t h a t  of t h e  Mennonites. 139 

This  quote sugges ts  t h a e = c u l t u r a l  imperial ism i s  more than a  one-way process ,  

i .e . ,  a  group i n  c o n t r o l  w i l l  do everyth ing wi th in  i t s  power t o  mainta in  t h a t  

con t ro l .  Other a r e a s  t h a t  Langemann f a i l e d  t o  develop and s t r eng then  i n  t h e  

model were i n  a s p e c t s  of d i f f e r e n t i a l  c a p i t a l i z a t i o n ,  choice  o r  r e s t r i c t i o n  

i n  s i t e  s e l e c t i o n ,  d i f f e r e n t i a l  s e c t a r i a n  - i n t e r e s t s ,  and t h e  r o l e  of 

p r o s p e r i t y ;  a l l  of t h e s e  f a c t o r s ,  of course ,  a r e  mainly i n t e r n a l  ones t h a t  

were l e f t  out  of t h e  model i n i t i a l l y .  

C 

The essay is, never the less ,  w e l l  executed, and i t  fo l lows  t h e  p a t t e r n  

set by t h e  model. Therefore,  i t s  ueefulnees  was demonstrated. What t h e  model 

needs now a r e  im rovements t o  account f o r  t h e  i n t e r n a l  behaviors  demonatrated 9_ 



by closed a g r i c u l t u r a l  

~angemann's t h i r d  

groups. 

essay, "The Mennonite Colony of Spanish Lookout 

B r i t  IshJlonduras , "140 was designed "to study the  progression of t he  Spanish 

Lookout Mennonite Colony through the  ea r ly  s tages  of the  model, study some 

of t he  influences of t he  Mennonites on the  country, and the  influences of 

the B r i t i s h  Honduras on t h e  Mennonites, and, based on t h i s  t o  make some 

predict ion a s  t o  the  r a  1 e of progression through the  remaining por t ions  

of t he  model. " 
1 4 1  

The author accurate ly  notes  the  lack of l i t e f a t u r e  on Mennonites i n  

B r i t i s h  Honduras, d iscusses  the  f a c t o r s  involved i n  t h e i r  decis ion t o  

emigrate from Mexico, and descr ibes  the se lec t ion  of 'a s i t e  wi thin  Br i t i sh  

Honduras: " t h i s  pa r t i cu l a r  group of Mennonites had decided they wanted a 

")site which would be i n  an econoaicelly competitive posi t ion.  1,142 The 

s e t t l e r s  began a r r i v ing  i n  Br i t i sh  Honduras t o  the  e s t a t e  known a s  Spanish 

Lopkout i n  1959 because t he  s i t e  f u l f i l l e d  the  perceived needs of the 
$ 

7 
I * 

Mennonite delegation a t  t he  r i g h t  pr ice .  - 

Br i t i eh  Honduras wanted the  Mennonites because of t h e i r  po t en t i a l  f o r  

developing ag r i cu l tu r e  within t he  country, and Langemann noted t h a t  t he  i d ~ a  

of the  Mennonites making B r i t i s h  Honduras s e l f - su f f i c i en t  i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

products was wr i t t en  i n t o  the  char te r :  

The Hennonitea w i l . 1  . . . 
(c) produce food not only f o r  t h s e e l v e a  but a l s o  143 

f o r  l o c a l  consumption and f o r  the  export market. 

The government hoped that the  l4ennonitee would influence the  nat ionale  

i n t o  bel ieving t h a t  farming war a respectable  occupation. 

Some of t ~ i n i t i a l  Y r a n t s  reJeoted the site, but the  colony's 

economy developed quickly and by 1966 it -8 w e l l  eatabliahed and viable .  
144 

Hovever, "before they arr ived and without t h e i r  knowledge, they were ... 



involved i n  t h e  i n t e r n a l  p o l i t i c s  11145 of the  country. 

Langemann suggests  t h a t  t h e  government o f f i c i a l s  d id  no t  be l i eve  t h a t  

the  Mennonites would " in  f a c t "  e s t a b l i s h  Closed Colonies; 146 t h a t  ~ e n n o n i t e  

miss ionar ies  from t h e  U.S,A. among t h e  n a t i o n a l s  have confused t h e  i s s u e  of 

147 
what a Mennonite is; and t h a t  "any attempt by a group of whites t o  keep 

t o  themselves is  i n t e r p r e t e d  z& . . . r a c i a l  prejudices"148 by t h e  mainly 

colored n a t i v e  popula t ion,  The author  concluded t h a t  

i f i  an ecdnomic sensq,  then m a y  of t h e  expec- 
t a t i o n s  held by t h e  ( p o l i t i c i a n s  . .. were f u l -  
f i l l e d ,  t o  a degree.  I n  a s o c i a l  sense,  they 

i n  t h a t  t h e  Mennonites 
around them t o  t h e  

' ex ten t  t h a t  had expected of th&. 149 

a s s i m i l a t i o n  r a t e s  of t h i s  se t t lement  

involve the  c o l o n i s t s  being forced t o  have English language i n s t r u c t i o n  i n  
/--. 

t h e i r  schools ,  ' : i f-aoli t ical  r ~ ~ n g s  a r e  i n t e r p r e t e d  c o r r e c t l y .  18150 HIS '. 
pred ic t ions  a r e  not  impressive cons ide r ing . the  source of t h e  d a t a  with which 

t h e  author i s  opera t ing ,  e .g. ,  "They "Five some degree of i s o l a t i o n  i n  t h a t  

i t  i s  a 'Closed Colony' and no o u t s i d e r s  may move i n t o  t h e  colony. 11151 

Control  over t h e  land and t h e  f a c t o r s  of E yoduction imply some kind of power 

wi th  which t o  n e g o t i a t e  a r e a s  of c o n f l i c t .  t h e  Mennonites' 
c\ 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  production,  t h e  p u r s u i t s  would be set 
. i 

back twenty years.  '52 h p l i c l t  i n  t l ips  , I f l a y :  a r i s i n g  consciousness o f  . 'x, ~d 
p o l i t i c a l  a b i l i t y  on t h e  p a r t  of t h e  author  f u r t h e r  sugge@te 

t h a t  "the group from Spanish Lookout are progressing through t h e  model at 

a f a i r l y  rapid  r a t e  and i f  t h i s  eontinuee,  the  closed n a t u r e  of t h e  colony 

C r w i l l  soon b e  broken and t h e  process  of arrsimilation w i l l  be underway.. ,1153 

However, t h e  author e a r l i e r  pointed ou t  t h a t  t h e  colonists Jbinted t o  ba in an 

economically competi t ive poe i t ion  v i t h  r e s p e c t , t o  marketplacee; so i t  



B 
becomes evident  t h a t  this group did  not  begin a t  an i s o l a t e d  s i t e  and 

a l low t h e  "other" s e t t l e m e n t s  t o  c a t c h  ,upJ t o  it. On t h e  con t ra ry ,  they 

e s t a b l i s h e d  themselves near  the  main a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  country 

and along the  major highway t o  t h e  marketplace. 

There i s  something lacking i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  d a t a  i n  t h i s  - 

t h i r d  essay .  The model, however, remains v i a b l e  a s  a t o o l  f o r  ana lys i s .  

Symanski and Burley (1973). Symnaski and Bur ley ' s  e x c e l l e n t  s tudy 

d e a l s  wi th  the  changing charac te r  of the  "Jewish Colony of Sousa ,1154 

where approximately 1,000 Jewish refugees  from Europe began s e t t l i n g  i n  

March of 1940. They suggested t h a t  

the  colony deserves  a t t e n t i o n  not  becauae it is 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  which i t  may o r  may not  be, but  
because i t  is a f a ~ c i n a t i n g  example of geographical  
change among people, l and ,  and town, and a s t r i k i n g  
jux tapos i t ion  and symbiosis between success fu l  
European c a p i t a l i s t s  and long exp lo i t ed  n a t i o n a l s  
[of t h e  Ddminican Republic].  155 

The au thors  noted i n  1972 that t h e  

... two s e p a r a t e  p a r t s  of what is  t o  t h e  o u t s i d e  
world a s i n g l e  town a r e  so  phys ica l ly  and c u l t u r a l l y  
d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  they could be t r e a t e d  a lone ,  and ye t  
in  s i g n i f i c a n t  ways t h e  Dominican s e c t o r  is a s  much 
a p a r t  of t h e  colony 's  h i s t o r y  and p resen t  configur-  
a t i o n  a s  are the  J e w s  themselves. l56 

The b r p o s e  of t h e  s tudy was t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  h i s t o r y  and geography of 

t h e  colony, t o  i l l u m i n a t e  how adjustments were made t o  t h e  a l i e n  environment, 
4 

t h e  e o w t h  and development of t h e  colony ae a group and i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  and t h e  

processes of t h e  colony 's  d e c l i n e .  S y u n a k i  a d  Burley d i s c u s s  t h e  f o r c e s  

that were involved in t h e  incep t ion  of t h e  colony; show that t h e  a r e a  f o r  

se t t l ement  was chosen "because of its a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  t h e  c i t y  of Puer to  

P l a t a ,  and becauae of t h e  improvanrents a l r eady  on t h e  property;  r'157 -lyre 

t h e  reasons  why t h e  i n i t i a l  c-nal e f f o r t  was succeaaful  i n  t h e  c l e a r i n g  

of f o r e s t ,  t h e  bu i ld ing  of roads ,  br idgea ,  water syrtemr,  r d  homes and why 



t h e  i d e a  of c o m u n a l  l i v i n g  f a i l e d ;  and po in t  o u t  t h e  p roces ses  involved i n  

t h e  c o l o n i s t s  becoming s u c c e s s f u l  d a i r y  farmers .  * .  The a u t h o r s  d i v i d e  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  colony i n t o  p e r i o d s  of development: 

t h e  i n i t i a l  per iod  w a s  more than  a  year  of coasnunal l i v i n g .  The second 

per iod  l a s t e d  f i v e  y e a r s ,  from 1941 t o  1946; t h e  colony r eaches  i t s  z e n i t h  

i n  popu la t ion  and economic development; d a i r y i n g  became t h e  major economic 

p u r s u i t ,  and meat p roces s ing  f a c t o r i e s  were s t a r t e d .  The t h i r d  pe r iod  was . 

c h e r a c t e r i z e d  by "matur i ty  and aging1'  of t h e  colony when s e t t l e r s  moved t o  

i n d i v i d u a l  fa rmsteads ;  t h i s  per iod  l a s t e d  from about  1946 u n t i l  1960. 

A f t e r  1960, t h e  colony was c h a r a c t e r i z e d  a s  being i n  i ts  i n e v i t a b l e  f i n a l  
;\ 
I phase of d i s p e r s i o n  and dea th .  

Symanski and Bur ley-have  produced an  e x c i t i n g  s t u d y  t h a t  views t h e  

c o l o n i s t s  a s  r e a l  a c t o r s  on t h e  landscape .  They no te  t h e  c e n t r i f u g a l i s m  

i n  t h e  community t h a t  was c r e a t e d  by weal th :  

The s h i f t  from an e s s e n t i a l l y  s o c i a l i s t i c  mode 
of ownership t o  a  c a p i t a l i s t i c  one has, i n  l i t t l e  
more than  twenty-f ive y e a r s ,  produced i n e q u a l i t i e s  
w i t h i n  t h e  Jewish community of Sousa which a r e  a s  
g r e a t  a s  t hose  between Jews of E l  Batey and t h e  
Dominicans of Charamico 

Th i s  f e a t u r e  i s  a r e c u r r i n g  phenomenon i n  group s e t t l e m e n t s  t h a t  a r e  non 

'-. % conununal, i . e . ,  i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c  product ion  c r e a t i n g  i n e q u a l i t i e s .  A 8ig-  

n i f i c a n t  element of a lmost  a l l  group c o l o n i z e r s  i s  mentioned i n  paoeing f o r  

t h e  f i r s t  t ime i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e .  That is ,  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  a p o l i t i c a l  

a t t i t u d e  of group c o l o n i z e r s  toward o u t s i d e  a f f a i r s .  It is  p o s s i b l e  t o  

r e l a t e  some a r e a s  of t h i s  s t u d y  t o  Langernannts,study of t h e  Xennonites  a t  

Spanish  Lookout. For example, i n  t h e  area of s o c i a l  exc lue ivenees ,  " J w i s h  

g a t h e r i n g s  were only  f o r  J e w s  and f o r  t h e  k i n k a n  wives that many ~ & r h  

b a c h e l o r s  marr ied ,  bu t  no t  f o r  o t h e r s .  "I5' A. a  r e fugee  settlement, 



however, i ts  bas ic  cha rac te r  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i f  f e r s  g r e a t l y  from t h e  

cha rac te r  of what Lahgemann c a l l e d  closed a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t i e s  because 

the  Jews came from divergent  backgrounds and c u l t u r a l  a reas .  

C r i s t  and Nissly (1973). East fm the ~ n d e s , ' ~ O  by Crist and 

Niss ly  is  concerned wi th  t h e  c u l t u r a l ,  and economic 

f a c t o r s  of pioneer se t t l ement  i n  t h e  

Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bol iv ia ;  a chap te r  is  devoted t o  

each region -- t h e  chap te r s  on Venezuela and Colombia a r e  excerpted from ' 

rt 
e a r l i e r  works, one of which w a s  reviewed above. 16' The au thors  suggest  ' 

t h a t  i n  s p i t e  of a l l  t h e  hardships  v i s i t e d  upon the  Andean peasants  hrough- 

1 6 2  
out  t h e  y e a r s  "... they have survived."  

< 
That s u r v i v a l ,  and consequent t 

philosophy, i s  an underlying theme of the  book t h a t  is  adequate ly  summarized 

i n  t h e i r  "prologue" : 
L 

The crux of t h e  whole problem of se t t l ement  i s  
t o  convince p ioneers  t h a t  by accep t ing  innovat ions  
and the  .winds of change, thus  moving i n t o  new 
a r e a s  wi th  new technology, they w i l l  a l t e r  the  
p a t t e r n  of t h e i r  d a i l y  l i v e s  s o  a s  t o  be a b l e  t o  
l i v e  a more abundant l i f e ,  s p i r i t u a l l y  a s  w e l l  
a s  mater ia l ly .163 

The book is  a sympathetic t rea tment  of t h e  p l i g h t  of Andean peasants ,  

and i t  is  not  sys temat ica l ly  organized. Rather, t h e  book r e f l e c t s  t h e  

impressions of t h e  au thors  over a per iod  of more than f o r t y  years .  C r i s t  

and N i s s l y ' s  book concerns t h e  harsh  realities faced by t h e s e  f o l k  a t  
b 

t h e i r  p lace  ( s i t e ) .  The series of s t u d i e s  is  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  but b e a r s  l i t t l e  
' 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  "The Jewish Colony at  Sousa". 

Stevenson (1974). Stevenson's  r ecen t  etudy c a r e f u l l y  documented and 

explained The R o k  of Symbol and Myth i n  the  Welsh ~ i t t h w n t  of Patugonia, 

1 8 6 5 - 1 8 1 1 . ~ ~ ~  It is a d e t a i l e d  s tudy ehowing t h e  symbolic and mythological  

f a c t o r s  involved in emigrat ion f o r  Wales, - igra t ion ,  se t t l ement ,  

( 



c o l o n i a l  development, a s s i m i l a t i o n  pressures  and t h e  d h p e r s i o n  of t h e  

colony i n  Patagonia.  However, i t  is unfor tunate ,  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  of the  art ,  

t h a t  he d i d  not use  Langemann's model f o r  closed a g r i c u l t u r a l  s o c i e t i e s  a s  

a  framework f o r  h i s  a n a l y s i s .  

The author  s u g g e s t s E h a t  t h e  encroachment of Anglo-Saxon va lues  i n t o  

t h e  Welsh symbols of language, r e l i g i o n ,  and the  way of l i f e  of r u r a l  Wales 

was t h e  f a c t o r  t h a t  s t i r r e d  Welsh n a t i o n a l i s t s  t o  t h e  point  where they 

would seek t o  maintain t h e i r  d i s t i n c t i v e  c u l t u r e  165 i n  some i s o l a t e d  a rea .  

Af ter  the  emigrat ion s o c i e t y  had chosen Patagonia f o r  s e t t l e m e n t ,  i t  was 

t h e i r  duty "... t o  c r e a t e  i n  Welsh minds a b e l i e f  t h a t  Patagonia was an 
- \ 

i d e a l  l o c a t i o n  f o r  a  colony dedica ted  t o  b e  preservafion and fu r the rance  

of Welsh c u l t u r e  [where] symbols would be s a f e  from e x t e r n a l  

contaminat ion.  11166 

Looking a t  t h e  economi p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  of migra t ion  with a 

jaundiced eye,  Stevenson wrote t h a t  " the immigrant ... is n e i t h e r  a  
a 

r a t i o n a l  economic man nor a  pawn i n  a l e g i s l a t i v e  game, but  a human being 

who& behaviour is  complex and o f t e n  o b j e c t i v e l y  i r r a t i o n a l .  "I6' Patagonia 

had been p ic tu red  "in terms of t h e  Welsh system of symbols by playing on 

i t s  i s o l a t i o n  and i t s  s u i t a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a g r a r i a n  p r a c t i c e s .  0,168 

Th i s  sy  em of symbols was respons ib le  f o r  t h e  emigrat ion.  The Welsh went 

t o  Patag f n i a  

... because they were n a t i o n a l i s t s  [and] ... 
wished t o  preserve  t h e  c u l t u r e  of Wales, 
represented  by t h e  symbols of language, r e l i g i o n  
and way of l i f e .  I f  t h i s  had not  been t h e  case ,  
they would hardly  have chosen t o  j o i n  a colony 
whose mison d'etre had been e x p l i c i t l y  na t iona l -  
i s t i c ,  and which was loca ted  i n  such an i s o l a t e d  
area.169 

F a i t h  i n  tne  Welsh c u l t u r a l  symbols was respons ib le  f o r  t h e  myth t h a t  

developed around "... t h e  Vale of Cam(ty a s  a f e r t i l e ,  r a i n y ,  ' t y p i c a l l y  



Welsh' v a l l e y .  "I7' I n  s p i t e  of t h e  o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y ,  t h e  l a c k  of enough 

r a i n f a l l  f o r  g r ~ i n g  crops ,  t h e  myth 

... continued t o  be t h e  main in f luence  over 
i n i t i a l  se t t l ement  behaviour. The c o l o n i s t s  made 
t h e i r  assessment of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of the  Lower 
Chubut through the  f i l t e r ,  as it were, of the  
myth and they were i n c l i n e d ,  f o r  ins t ance ,  t o  
a s c r i b e  the  f a i l u r e  of t h e  f i r s t  season's  r a i n s  
t o  an a t y p i c a l  accident .171 ----. 

Indeed, t h e  "hungry times" of 1865-1866 were blamed on t h e  o rgan iza t ion  of 

the  colony r a t h e r  than t h e  cond i t ions  of c l ima te  and s o i l s .  F a i t h  i n  the  

myth "as s t r a i n e d  wi th  t h e  1867 crop f a i l u r e ,  and f i n a l l y  l o s t  i t s  

c r e d i b i l i t y  with t h e  advent of i r r i g a t i o n .  Stevenson sugges ts  t h a t  t h e  

c o l o n i s t s  could no t  r e j e c t  t h e  myth i n i t i a l l y  because " to  r e j e c t  the  

myth, was t o  r e j e c t  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  t h e  colony's  ex i s t ence .  lt172 

The author sugges t s  t h a t  the  c u l t u r a l  symbol of r e l i g i o n ,  e q u a l i t y  of I 
mankind, was re spons ib le  f o r  t h e  c o l o n i s t s '  acceptance of t h e  Indians ;  the  

whole complex of symbols was respons ib le  f o r  t h e i r  ambivalence towards t h e  

Argentine government because they assumed t h a t  t h e i r s  w a s  a  "Welsh 

repub l i cw;  173 t h e  Argentine government, however, looked upon them 

d i f f e r e n t l y .  The colony was broken up a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  c u l t u r a l  

p ressu res  f o r  a s s i m i l a t i o n  by 1902. 

Stevenson's  s tudy is  w e l l  executed: he has d e s c r i b e  

background of the  a n c e s t r a l  homeland and con t ras ted  t h a t  

immigration; examined t h e  s o c i a l  and peychological  f o r c e  

mot ivat ion  f o r  emigrat ion;  d iscussed t h e  c l i m a t i c  myth of Patagonia t h a t  

@ 
inf luenced t h e  percept ion  of t h e  settlers; and b r i e f l y  shown t h e  causa l  

f a c t o r s  involved in  the d i s p e r s i o n  of t h e  colony. The s tudy,  however, 

would have been enhanced considerably  i f  Stevenson had used 

model a s  an a n a l y t i c a l  t o o l  t o  improve t h e  s t a t e  of t h e  a r t  

Langemann ' a 

wi th  r e fe rence  



to agricultural colonization groups. Indeed, the factors of motivation for 

the migration to Canada, seeking isolation and exclusiveness, and an 

ambivalence toward the Argentine government, are portrayed in Stevenson's , 

study as they are in Langemann's model. 

A RECAPITULATION OF THE COLONIZATION STWIES 

Eidt's (1956) non-analytic study of the Japanese in the Cauca Valley 

of coiombia does not deal with the notion of success. He fails to deal 

with the notion of control over the means of production. That is, the 
3 

Japanese were renters in this study -- a fact that is significant among 
any agricultural group. 

3 

Crist and Guhl's (1956) study of pioneer settlement in eastern 

Colombia is basically impressionistic. There are, however, some analyses 

of nationals as pioneers. The study belongs in* category related to 

agriculture in the economic development of ~olombia's overall economy. No f.k 

direction is pointed as to where we will find success measured. 

~ugelli's (1958) Holambra stud) o'f Dutch in Brazil points out the 

necessary requirements for successful pioneer agricultural colonization 

groups. The success criteria are capitalization, private hitiathe, and 

adequate land practices. He also suggested that ali pioneers need to 

understand that agriculture is no vehicle to great wealth. 

Augelli's (1958) Varpa study touches upon all aspects of colonization. 

He notes that the success criteria for Varpa are neatness and per capita 

4" 
income. While the study adequately details a refugee situation, the author 

- .  

underplays the significance of that factor in the success of the group. 

Augelli's (1958) Paulist study of the Japanese at Bastos is 

developmental in the sense tha 1 the author looks at the cultural and 
economic changes occurring over thirty years. The founding of the colony 



was part of Japan's attempt to be sufficient in foodstuffs, and this 

created problems for the Japanese colonists in Brazil during World War THD. 

The cultural and economic changes enumerated by Augelli were forced on the .- 

Japanese colonist by the BraziJian government, and this aspect of the study 

nderdeveloped. The notions of successes are, not enumerated, but the 1% 
author does say that the Japanese are prosperous. 1 

stewart's (1961) study on the .Japanese in Paraguay looks. at the infra- 

structure to provide the means for economic success. Stewart thinks that . , 
\ 

location with rdspect to marketing outlets is a p-rimary item for measuring 

success. 

~u~elli's (1962) study of agricultural colonization in the ~ominic.an 

Republic is about governmentally planned agricultural colonization schemes 

as overall planning for the national economy. He found that frontier 

colonies were more successful than the !'foreign" and "mixed" colonies, but 

the author does not indicate what success means in his article. 
\ 

Jordan's (1962) study of the colonizing Germans in southern Brazil 

a was.produced from secondary sources, and the article is primarily 

descriptive. Jordan looks at the conflicts the Germans encountered. 

Nothing in his discussion is related to success. 

~idt's .(1962) pioneer settlement study in eastern Peru shows that the 

Montana at the +tern base of the Andes is linked econoaicaUy with Brazil. 

He underscored the necesgity of the agricultural region for Peru to feed. 
I 

its populationr Five criteria are established for successful agricultural 
, -  

colonization:- (1) Reliable overland transportation to markets; (2) ExperiPente 
C 

in land use prior to large scale activities; (3) Inrediate provision of 
, 

basic urban facilities; (4) Small groups of foreigners "mixed" with 

nationals and (5) Private settlers with effective governmental supervision 



I 

e n t  specu la t ion ,  maintain roads and r a i l r o a d s ,  and provide p o l i c e  

p ro tec t ion .  

Krause' s (1962) r e p o r t  on,  two Mennonite groups i n  t h e  Paraguayan Chaco 

shows t h a t  i s o l a t i o n  was a key f a c t o r  f o r  success  i n  these  refugee  colonies .  

She mainta ins  t h a t  i t  was the  a b i l i t y  of t h e  groups t o  mainta in  t h e i r  

r e l i g i o u s ,  educa t iona l ,  s o c i a l  and economic i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  use  t h e  German 

language, and be exempt from m i l i t a r y  se rv ice .  

S tewar t ' s  (1963) c o n t r i b u t i o n  is  about the  mechanical d i f f i c u l t i e s  

r e l a t e a  t o  a n a l y s i s  of f o r e i g n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  co lon iza t ion  s 

c o r r e c t l y  sugges ts  t h a t  t h e  growing l i t e r a t u r e  does \not thoroughly explore  

the  geographic impl ica t ions  of the  phenomenon. 

Eidt  ' s (1964) examinat ion of governmental co lon iza t ion  schemes i n  t h e  

semi-bropical i n t e r i o r s  of Colombia, Peru, and Argentina does not  f u l f i l l  

/ the  s t a t e d  purpose of succesis and fa i lu re .which  might b e  v a l i d  i n  new zones 

of se t t l ement .  The author  g i v e s  no c r i t e r k a  f o r  s c c e s s  i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  C 
Stewar t ' s  (1965) a r t i c l e  on t h e  mark of t h e  pioneer i s  b a s i c a l l y  -. 

a e s t h e t i c ,  and i n  some measure s a r c a s t i c ,  e .g. ,  he e x p l o ~ e s  t h e  not ion  of 

how a r e a s  of f l e x i b i l i t y  show t h a t  s t r u c t u r a l  evidence o f t en t imes  muddles 

t h e  view of t h e  i n t e r p l a y  between human groups and t h e  p ressures  of pioneering.  

The a r t i c l e  d e a l s  wi th  changes i n  a t t i t u d e  towards t h e  landscape,  and 

success  is  not cluded i n  the  pic;ure. 

E i d t ' s  (1967) f i e l d  study of modern co lon iza t ion  a s  a  f a c e t  of land 

development i n  Colombia d e a l s  v i t h  moral i ty  more than i t  does wi th  settlement. , 

T h r u c c e s s  theme implied i n  t h i s  s tudy is  t h a t  of economic development, but  
I 

i t  is  l e f t  uns ta ted  by t h e  author .  I 
I 1 

E i d t ' s  (1968) s tudy of Japanese A g r i c u l t u r a l  Colonizat ion in Argentina 
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colonizat ion.  Be chooses f i v e  f a c t o r s  A s  c r i t e r i  . %' f o r . s u c c e s s f u l l y  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  fo re ign  pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  groups: (1) Location of t h e  

colony; (2)  Sett lement form; (3) Choice of s e t t l e r s ;  44)  Formalized systems 

of r e s o u k e  u t i l i z a t i o n ,  and (5) Methods of land t i t l i n g  and inher i t ance .  ., 

L.aatschbX (1971) s tudy is  concerned with But te r i an  migra t ion t o  

Alber ta  wi th  regard t o  the  Communal Property Act and t h e  'evolut ion of < +.: - '  

I -. 

se t t lement  

H u t t e r i t e s  

process  of 

a l lows f o r  

pa t t e rn .  The author  suggests  t h a t  t h e  success  c r i t e r i a  f o r  
v * 

r e l a t e s  t o  t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  bend with t h e  wind through t h e  

con t ro l l ed  a c c u l t u r a t i o n .  This  process,  Laatsch suggests ,  
t 

genera t ional  l inkage and continued c u l t u r a l  d i a i n c t i v e n e s s ,  

B l d t ' s  (1971) s tbdy of pioneer se t t lement  i n  n o r t h e a s t  Argentina 

i s  designed t o  reveal  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  ingred ien t s  which may ke f &&ant t D  
L I -- * 

success fu l  modern s e t t l m e n t s  i n  La t in  America. H i s  success  c r i t e r l ; a d i r e  
t' - 

not enumerated. And taken a s  a whole is u s e f u l  f o r  [ 

developing p e r t i n e n t  gues t ioo a b u t  pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  colon$fatiun 

', 4 s o c i e t i e s ,  success c r i t e a i a  such a s  t h e  r o l e  of p o l i t i c s  among t b c  c o l o n i s t s ,  

t h e  e f f e c t  of education on t h e  cont inuat ion of c u l t u r a l  t r a d i t i o n  and."' 

erc lus iveness ,  and t h e  ?$gnif i c m c e  of language,,in - t h e  r e t e n t i o n  of -. . . 
I ' r ,  

e t h n i c i t y  a r e  sadly  lacking i n  t h i s  s tudy.  
i 

~angemann's  (1971) essays  a r e  devoted t o  model bu i ld ing  and 

, , ions  as t o  how t h e  model works among groups i n  closed a g r i c u l t u r a l  \ 

-L 

s i t u a t i o n s .  Lang~c~nn demmstrates--the success of t h e  clo* colony, and 
% 

he a l s o . d a r ~ o n s t r a t e s  t h e  pover of a n a t i o n a l  gwernment . to  a s s i m i l a t e  
. 

* - 
members of t h e  group. P 

\ 
I ' 

Symaneki and Burley 's  (1973) study of Jewish refugees  i n  t h e  ~ o m i n i c a n '  

Republic exsmines success  and f a i l u r e  i n  t h e  cofony. The z e n i t h  of the - 
' \ 

colony's  success,  they suggest ,  was t h e  f i v e  year per iod when d a i r y  farming 
b 



. . -- 

wa; q e  AOr ;wnPiwurait. &is. s,udy b L e s  success on cooperat ion, A 

f - 
and f a  l u r e  .on individualism. \ 

e.5 

~ r a c i e '  s (1973) stcdy of refugee Doukhoer se t t lements  i n  western 
.. 

-Canada does not address t he  i s sue  of continuation.  The succese c r i t e r i a  
- 6 v -  

Tracie a r e  those of inventory r e l a t i n i  t o  iand and c a p i t a l  

accumulation. 9. 
*. - I 

Grist and N i s s l y ~ ( 1 9 7 3 )  study is con~emedfwi th  t he  c u l t u r a l ,  
r 

. soc ioh i s to r i ca l ,  and economic f a c t o r s  of pioneer .&et tlement i n  t he   SOU^^ 
L 

American hearcland of Venezuela, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and Bolivia. 

They render impressions gained over a period of more.than f o r t y  years. 
# 

The study is synGathetic t o  t he  p l i gh t  of the  people, but it  does not dea l  . 
with measures f o r  success. 

Stevenson's (1974) h i s t o r i c a l  study is concerned with t he  r o l e  of - 

symbol and myth i n  t h e  Welsh sett lement of Patagonia. The author does not 

enumerate c r i t e r i a  f o r  success, but the  study c l e a r l y  shows t h a t  f a i l u r e  w a s  
> 4 2  h 

the f i n a l  r e a l i t y .  

From the  twenty-two s tud i e s  l i s t e d  above, fourteen have no c l ea r ly  

defined c r i t e r i a  f o r  what cone t i t u t e s  success among f r o n t i e r  ag r i cu l tu r a l  

c o l o n i ~ a ~ i o n  groups. Eight of those fourteen are r e l ~ t e d  in same fashion 

t o  economic' development f o r  na t iona l  economies, two r e l a t e  s t r i c t l y  t o  

p o l i t i c a l  issuee,  two a r e  bas i ca l l y  t heo re t i ca l ,  one is aes the t i c ,  and one 
4 

I bas i ca l l y  ou t l ines  h i s t o r i c a l  circtinstances of a refugee group. 
. - 

Eight s t ud i e s  preaentsuccesa c r i t e r i a .  These are presented 8. 

f olloore : 

I. Cap i t a l i r a t l an ,  p r iva t e  i n i t i a t i v e ,  
7 

11. I so l a t i on  (for refugee groups). 
I 

*, 
111. Per cap i t a  inccme (for refugee groups). 

3- 
\ 

1 



; Iv. 
4 

Y. 
, 

4 / 
Developing" adequate inf r a s t ruc iu re  t o  market produce. 

Adequate c a p i t a l  inventory ( fo r  refugee groups). 

Ccroperation ( for  refugee groups). 

VII. Location o& group, sett lement form, choice of s e t t l e r s ,  , 
formalized system of resource u t i l i z a t i o n ,  and adequate - - land titling. , 
. -  

VIII. Reliable  t ranspor ta t ion ,  land use experiments, basic  urban 
f a c i l i t i e s ,  foreigners  mixed with na t iona ls ,  p r iva t e  
s e t t l e r s  w i t h  governmental guarantees. - 

t 

These s tud i e s  c l e a r l y  demonstrate the  fragnlented and inconsis tent  

meaning of success i n  theexamined geographic l i t e r a t u r e  with regard t o  
/ 

f r o n t i e r  pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  groups, regardless  of whether t h e i r  

. s i t u a t i o n s  were marginal o r  not. The most s t r i k i n g  aspect  of the  works 

analyzed here is the  t o t a l  absence of subsistence ag r i cu l tu r e  a s  being a 
i - 
poss ib le  l i n k  i n  t he  success f ac to r  of a pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  group. It / 

is the  purpose of t h i s  s tudy,- then,  t o  improve the  s t a t e  of the  a r t  with 

meaningful questions and p u r p o s i v e ~ d e t a i l s  . . t o  e s t a b l i s h  c r i t e r i a  f o r  

meadtar  ing success. 

b 

DISCUSS ION 

The proposal of this t h e a i s  is t h a t  f r o n t i e r  pioneer ag r i cu l tu r a l  

c o l o n i z k i o n  group s e t t l e r s  go through mult iple  s tages  i n  t h e i r  np tura l  
w 

h i r t o r y  beginnidg with i n i t i a l  e e t t l m t ,  and ending i n  e i t h e r  success , 

o r  h i f l u r e  within a spec i f ied  period of time. The key d e t e f d i m t  of 
4 1 

t h e i r  f a t e ,  i t  mgges t s ,  is knowable if the  proper questions a r e  asked. 
'3 

~ o l w i z a t i o n  s tud iea  by geographers a r e  of l i t t l e  value f o r  eetabl ishing 
i 

qrucceaa criteria f o r  pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  colonizat ion groups. 

This thesis proposes t he  th ree  s tage  ou t l i ne  below f o r  the  t h i n g  of 
.m 

succesa v i t h i n  the n a t u r a l  h i s to ry  of f r o n t i e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  groupr. This 
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outline accounts for refugee situations and non-refugee situations, 

agriculturally marginal and non-agriculturally marginal environments. 

(1) The factors of settlement are determined by 
I =? 

(a) the push factors, or why people migrated from the source 
area, i . e . ,  the pre-migration experience; and 

(b) the attracting or pull factors of the area, e.g., 
(reasonable distance between "them" and "us") , ot 
in the area like "us", the relative absence of 
institutional authority, and/or perceptions of econom 
opportunity free of competition. \ 

It should be noted that the migration experience itself might 
well have some bearing on establishing a settlement either 
positively or negatively. 

(2) The stages of development are proposed as 

(a) the adaptation of anchoring stage, i.e., establishing roots 
and the spatial arrangement of the community; 

(b) the prolongation or making-it-last stage, i.e., building 
key institutions such as schools, churches, marketing 
cooperatives; establishing communication links (infrastructure); 
developing authorities; and the engendering sectarian and 
ideological movements or factions. This is the most critical 
stage for groups that wish to remain isolated from the stream 
of national consciousness, because the developing factions 
inevitably cause some persons to leave the conrmunity. The 
result is either enlarging land-holdings by some or allowing 
an outsider to buy the abandoned land. Contradictions must 
be resolved adequately; 

* 
(c) the penetration or post pioneer stage of development, i.e., 

outside forces creating confusions within the comunity. 
Examples in this stage might include military conscription; 
institutional consolidation by outside authority; laws 
designed to prohibit perpetuation of the group, coarunity, 
or colony; intermarriage; labouring away from the cultural 
fountainhead; the use of labour from outside 'the c-nity; 

\ 
applications of Podern technologies; the lure of urban life- 

/ styles; and other like mechaniems attacking the coping 
possibilities of the settler group; and 

(d) the battle to maintain the prolongation otage of development; 
this stage of the natural history is little more than air 
extension of (c) above should the comunity survive that 
onslought succesefully. 



(3) The l e v e l s  of success a r e  conceived i n  t e m e  of generational dwelopccnts.  

That is, 

(a) a group t h a t  reproduces t v e e  o r  more generationr a t  the  rite, 
o r  by developing off-rhoot"~oupr,  i e  highly rucceseful  because 
the  recurr ing b a t t l e  t o  maineQin the  poet-f ront ier  character  
of t he  group has been won more han once. I n  terms of t i m e ,  

9 

th ree  generatione a t  t he  s i t e  a r  equivalent t o  about f i f t y  
o r  s i x t y  years;  

X "-.. 
--*. 

q 

(b) a group t h a t  succesr fu l ly  maintaine two generations a t  t h e  
s i t e  is viewed a s  moderately succeeeful; 

(c)  one generation a t  the  s i t e  is barely  successful;  and 

(d) a group t h a t  does not maintain i t s e l f  through the  es tabl is lment  , 
of a generational l i n k  is  unsuccessful. 

While generational l inkage might be the  best  measure f o r  succese i n  

some instancee,  i t  w i l l  not  work i n  others.  An example could be the  Latvians 

of Varpa i n  the  Augell i  study. They might have decided t h a t  reaching Brazi l ,  
1 

2 \ 
a f t e r  escaping Latvia,  was a l l  the  succees they wanted f o r  the  momnt. An- 

other  example could be developed t o  show t h a t  a r r i v a l  a t  another place was 

the i n i t i a l  succeee f o r  some group of persona. The l e v e l s  of succese vhich 

a r e  conceived in term6 of generat ional  l inkage,  nevertheleee,  provides a 

framework fo r , dwe lop ing  some s ign i f i can t  questions regarding c r i t e r i a  f o r  

succeae i n  f r o n t i e r  pioneer a g r i c u l t u r a l  coloniz Froups- m 
The c r i t e r i a  f o r  aearur ing succe r s ' a r e  re la ted  t o  t h e  p r r o n r  who d e  

the  mea6urementr.s That is, what wbo expects is  the  c r i t i c a l  quer t ion 

regarding succosr. The government'r por i t ion  on ruccere, f o r  example, i r  

not t h e  same a r  tht of a pa r t i cu l a r  group ,- and lnd lv idua l r  d i f f e r  f rcm the 

group in the  conclusionr regarding euccerr. Agricul tural  o f f i ce r8  view 

mcces r  from c e r t a i n  angler ,  and t h e  a g r i c u l t u r d i r t r  do not h v e  the ...ld 9: 
u n d e r s t d i n g .  It i r  t h e  r e r p o n r i b i l i t y  of the analgat  t o  co r r e l a t e  the 

< 

c l a i u  and pa in t  a v iv id  p i c tu re  from vhich o tha r r  can draw va l id  conclrrrioru. 
. " . 



The purpose of this t h e s i s ,  then, is  t o  show how some settlers have 

survived on the  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  marginal lands i n  nor theas t  Alber ta ,  which 

i s  t h e  study a rea  focused, t o  t e s t  t h e  claims made here in .  The f i r s t  

ques t ion m u s t  r e l a t e  t o  why t h e  government opened t h e  land f o r  se t t l ement ,  

and the  answer must demonstrate how t h a t  was accomplished. Indeed, t h a t  

is  the  substance of t h e  fol lowing chapter ,  but i t  shows'more. The next 

chapter  explores problems c rea ted  by t h e  government when i t  caused t h e  

opening of land f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  se t t lement  i n  nor theas t  Alberta.  To what 

degree t h e  government was success fu l  i n  its aims is shown i n  the  pages 

t h a t  follow. 
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' , TEE COUNTRY ,I' 

\ - i 
The purpose of t h i s  chapter is to  anever the questiop-posed insthe 

l' 

previousbm#ter bf  why the  gdve&ent  opened the study area t o  agr icul tura l  
. 

settlement. That is, this chapter provide? some eseential  baclrground 
- .  

information f o r  understanding aore of the charac ter i s t ics  peculiar t o  thr, 
4 

agr icul tura l  margins of northeast Alberta. . I t  was suggested 'in the lut 

chapter that  success depends on the questions asked, and t h i a  portion of the 
, 

\ 
study shows hm the gave-t 's land policy, applied i n  the study area, 

precluded successful cereel  grain production. 
- 

The gove-t'a w e t s t a n d i n g  of the "greatest sood f o r  the grartemt 
3 

n k b e r n  in t e ru  of settlement and subeequent u t i l  @ ion of t L natural  

 loi it able rewurces is one objective ruur&h& uccesm. Bovcver, ' 
3L 4 

.r - 
climatic f ~ c t o r s  lnvo lvh  i n  agricul tural  production t q e r r  khe 

* 
w i g h t  tha t  can be  signed t o  aettl-t and, 'in the current study, I 

i 
arplo i ta t ion  of the $tuml .oil ruou tce .  Rrub, t h i r  chapter 8l.o . 

' d r e a m  the s i g a i f i c r r r e  of a rea l  l i r i t a t i o n m ,  aphinr t h i m  u r n  
? h - 

ra ther  thau mcme other  ru chosen fo r  stucly, .n;d it gescribu .ow of tbs 
7 ,  .. 

' rent. 

I hi. tor ic , 



is to  my,  Alberta's soc ia l  history r e s t s  on the foundation of "An Act 
h 

rempecting tbr Public Lands of the Dominion,"2 which k c r e  law of the land 

on April 14, 1872. The three overriding reasons f o r  Parliament's 

establishing the "public lands policy" were: 

1. TO p r m t e  rapid settlement in this la& fvastern] 
., - 

t e r r i t o r y  in order t o  conwlidate tibe new Dominion of 
Cunada a d  discourage the t e r r i t o r i a l  ambitions of the 
United States.  4 

* 
2, To encowage the building of railways, through land 

grants. 

3. To carry out the term8 of the agreement v i t h  the  
J h d - ' m  My ~orpany.3 

-3 Ra cmtablislment of Alberta and S v t d h e w a n ,  in 1905, w a s  designed 
* T r  . 

t o  produce-a 'dePQdent relat ionship betweem the, provinces and* the federal  

government: Ilmce, the origin@ of tbe "prair ie  a t t i tudes"  vis-a-vis the 1 - 
- O t t ~  g w e r n u n t  *me p o l i t i c a l  erpresmion vas m e t  eloquently manifrated 

by the United Farmers of Alberta f r a  1951 t o  1935. V.A. - of the 

Alberta Department of Lands and Foreats c i ted  8 speech by t h e  ninimter , . of 

the  In ter ior ,  Clifford Sifton, t o  the Baume of C o r o a m  i n  1903, whi  h mhowr 
I t 

the or ig in  of the d e p + ~ 2 j  re la t io luhip  t o  be emtablimhtd with tb8 

creation ob Alberta a d  Saokatchevan as  province*. Vood quoted 'sifton am 
I 

f 0 l l ~  : 'L, 

- 
I want t h e  BOUW of & x u  t o  U Q d e r m t d  t& 
policy yhich thim Gmarrrmrt 10 f o l l w .  It 
is endemoring t o  build a conmmiq md producing 
population in bur v u t  Wentern ,Territory fo r  the  
purpose of giv* l 8 g i W t e -  o c c u $ i 8 t ~ ,  d t h t ,  
excesmive ' d u t l u ,  on l l e g i t b a t e  b i a a a a  b m i m  
to the -ehra(c. .Id utirrolr in Eut- c-da.4 

policy] u aot to mettle t*. l a d  accord- t o  tern b+$ou but t o  crute 



r\ 
boundary changes between 1607 and 1905 (Figure l ) ,  and h i s  at tendant 

discussion es tab l i shes  t h a t  

A. In  1607 Charles I1 of England grant id  a11 the 
t e r r i t o r y  whose waters flowed i n t o  Eudson Bay 
t o  the  Hudson's Bay Company. This t e r r i t o r y  
was ca l l ed  Rupert 's L a d .  In  1869 Rupee ' s  
Land and the  Northwest Ter r i to ry  were deded t o  
the  New Dominion of Canada. 

B. I n  1870, a f t e r  Rupert 's Land and the  Northwest 
Ter r i to ry  were t ransfe r red  t o  Canada, t he  
provi-pce of Manitoba came i n t o  being with only 
a f r ac t i on  of i t s  present area.  The vas t  l a d e  
of t he  new Nqrthwest T e r r i t o r i e s  were eubdivided 
i n t o  d i s t r i c t s  whose bollndaries shlf  ted back and 
f o r t h  with i h e  growth of Canada. 

C. With the  increas  of s e t t l e r s  i n  t he  p r a i r i e s ,  
the  population & grown t o  such a degree that 
both Saelcatchevan and Alberta, made up of the 

1 
t 

Armer districts of Alberta,  Assiniboi, and 
Saskatchewan, were granted provincia l  szatus .  

b 

The "public lands pol~icy,"7 in i t s  system of s u r v e ,  required t h a t  

1. Dominion la& be l a i d  off i n  q u a d r i l a t e r a l -  
Townehipe, containing thi r ty-& sec t ions  of 
one mile square i n  each (except in the case 
of those sec t ions  r ende red ' i r r egu la r~hy  t h e .  
convergence o r  divergence o-f merldiane) together 
with road allovance of one chain and f i f t y  link 
in width, between a l l  tovnships and sectione.  

2. Sections t o  be founded and numbered a s  followe: 

d.  The- tomehip. measure 489-chain' on each ri4e [ d t h  
f l e x i b i l i t y  provided t o  t h e  Governor in Council]. 

4. The townships be'sumbered in regular  order n o q t b r l y  *P 

f r a  t he  ia te rxu t fona l  boundary o r  f lorty-niath - 
p a r a l l e l  of l a t i t u d e ,  I. e., the for ty -n in th  p a r a l l e l  

, o r  international boundary i r  the f i r a t  hue G. 
* 

A 



* 
Figure 1. The Origine of Alberta ar a Province* 



4' 

5. The cor rec t ion  l i n e s ,  o r  those upon which t h e  
"jog" r e su l t i ng  f r a  want of p a r a l l e l i n  of 
meridians be allowed a s  follova: On the  line 
betueeh t m s h i p s  two and three ,  on t h a t  
between s i x  and seven, on t ha t  between ten  
and eleven, and eo on. I n , o t & r  m r d e ,  those . 
township lines running ea s t  a d  v e s t v h i c h  a r d  
equi -d i s tmt  from the  bases, a t  t he  depth of 
twr9 towaships. 

6. Each sec t ion  be divided i n t o  quar ter  sec t ions  , 
of one hundred and s i x t y  acres ,  more o r  l e s s  
[subject  t o  c e r t a i n  provisions].  

In  t he  survey of any and every township,'the 
def ic iency o r  surplue r e su l t i ng  from convergence 
or  divergence of meridians be allowed i n  t he  i 

range of quar ter  sec t ions  adjoining the  west l 

boundary of the  and the  nor th  o r -  
south be allowed of quar ter  s ec t i on r  
adjoining,  and respect ively  of . 
the  sa id  

8. Preliminary t o  thersubdivis ion i n t o  tovnships 

j'h 
and sec t ions  of m y  g i v a  por t ion of country 
proposed t o  be l a i d  out  -for e e t t l s a e n t ,  t h e  
same be l a i d  out i n t o  blocka of four tovnshipr  
each, by project ing t he  brae and cor rec t ion  
lines, and east hnd vest meridian boundaries 
of each block: 

J >  

a. Ch these  liner, a t  the t i re of the  survey, 
a l l  totnrrhip, on and qua r t e r  sec t ion  
corners  be i ch  corners  shall 
govern, respectively-, i n  the rubrequent 
subdivir ionr  of t he  block. 

b. Only a s ing l e  row.of poqts o r  monument8 
t o  ind ica te  t h e  corners of townahipr, o r  
sect$onr [ v i t h  c e r t a i n  provir ionr] ,  be 
placed iq the  vest l i m i t  of the road 
allowances, on nor th  and mouth lines, and ,* - 
in the mouth l i m i t  of ro& allowancer, on 

. e a s t  and m a t  lines t o  fir utd govern t h e  
poai t ion of t h e  boundary & o r  between the' 
two adjoining tq?mrhipr, secdionr o r  q u r t e p  
sec t ions  on the opjxmite a ide  of the road 

I 
allowance. 



a. A sec t ion  o r  640 ac re s  
A half  mection o r  320 ac re s  
A quar ter  rec t ion  or 160 acres  
A half  quar te r  sec t ion  or  80 acres  

b. To f a c i l i t a t e  the  derc r ip t ionr  f o r  Le t te re  
Patent of l e e s  t h rn  a half  quar ter  eect ion,  
the quar ter  rec t ionr  coaporing every rec t ion  
i n  accordance with the  boundaries of t he  
eume a s  planted o r  placed i n  t he  o r i g i n a l  

.. survey, be divided i n t o  quar te r  quar ter  C 
eectionm, o r  f o r t y  acres ,  and mch quar ter  
quar ter  sect ion8 be numbered a s   follow^:^ 

S. 

The "public lands policy" fu r the r  spec i f ied  that the Hudson's Bay 

Company is "en t i t l ed  to-one-twentieth of the  lands rurveytd i n t o  tounmhipr 

deocribsd .nd designated a s  the  ' F e r t i l e  Belt' over t he  period of f i f t y  
*$ 

yearr."9 It r p e c i f i e r  i n  d e t h i l  t h a t  t 
'f' 

d 

tboae tounrhipr ntmberql 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, - 35, 40, '45, 50, and ao 6n in regular  ruccerrion - 4  

i o r t h e r l y  from the  i n t e rna t iona l  boundary, t h e  
, Company ir  g r a n t d  the vbo9e of rec t ionr  wrber J 

8 .ad 26. I n  each ud ev'ery other  of tho toun- 
shipa,  the Company i r  granted rection.  aurb.r 8 
4 t h e  m u t h  h l f  and tb m r t h w a t  -quarter  of 
rec t ion  26. I n  t h e  care  af tovnrhipr'  broken by 
lakpr ,  the Secretary of S t a t e d  the Capany i r  
t o  agree on an a l t e r n a t i v e  r i te by l o t .  
Addit ionally,  burm fCd. re t t lur  any of the 3! named t ract .  of Ir..A hold preamp n right. and 
the  Company b a  thq r i g h t  t o  relect an aqua1 
quant i ty  of u ~ o c c u p i d  l d .  

For purporer of educational end-nf, the "public l d a  policy" 8p.cifi .d . ' 
the following: 

I, 
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is  expedient t o  L k e  provision i n  . L 

i n  Wmitoba, and - the  Northwet 
T e r r i t o r i e  , therefore  sect ions  eleven and twenty- 
nine i n  eac and every surveyed township throughout 
the  extent o the Dopinion lands,  sha l l  be and a r e  
hereby se t  apa t as an endowment for  purposes of 
education. 

1. The sect ions  it r dedicated s h a l l  be t he rea f t e r  
a s  may be prescribed 

v i thd ram from 
t h i s  Act r e l a t i n g  

to  homestead 
tha t  no such 

or  homestead 
----. r igh t  s h a l l  be recogrqized i n  connection with the  

said  sec t ions  pr any pa r t  or pa r t s  thereof.  

2. Provided, tha t  on a township being surveyed, 
should such sect ions ,  or  e i t he r  of them, o r  any 
part  of e i t he r ,  be found to  have been s e t t l e d  on 
and improved, then and i n  euch care  the  occupant 
or occupants, conforming t o  the requiremente of 
t h i s  Act s h a l l  be confirmed i n  such posseseion, 
and the Secretary of S t a t e  s h a l l  s e l e c t  a qu rn t i t y  
equal t o  t h a t  found t'ovhave been so s e t t l e d  on 
from the unclaimed lands i n  such township, and 

a h a l l  witMraw the land eo selected from male 
and sett lement,  and rhall r e t  apart  and publish.  
the same a s  school lands,  by not ice  i n ' t h e  
C d i a n  W s t t e .  lo 

- 
The most relevant sec t ions  regarding hoereatead r i g h t s  o r  f r e e  grant landr 

s ta ted  tha t  

Auy\perron who i s  the  head of a f . r i l y  o r  h.8 a t ta ined  
the age of twenty-one year r , ' rh r l l  be ent igled t o  be 
entered fo r  one quar ter  sect ion o r  l e r r  quant i ty  of 
unappropriated Dominion l k d r ,  f o r  the  purpome of 

. securing a .baer ted  i n  respect  thereof. 

1. Every perron claiming a homestead r i g h t  from ac tua l  
rett lament must f i l e  h i8  applicat$on fo r  ruch - 
c l a h ,  demcribiag the 1 4  r a t t l e d ,  with t he  Local 
Agent v i t h i n  whore d i r t r i c t  such land m y  be, 
within t h i r t y  dayr next a f t e r  the  da t e  of much 
rett l-ant ... t 

2.,A person applying f o r  leave t o  be entered f o r  landr  
with a view of recuring a hamertud r i g h t  there in ,  
s h a l l  u k e  a f f i d 8 ~ i t . ~ b e f o r e  the  b c a 1  Agent ... th8t 
he is over t.wenty-one yearm of age, t h a t  he h a m  not @ 



prwious ly  obtained a homestead under the  
provisions of t h i s  A c t ,  t ha t  t o  the bast  of 
Us knowledge and bel ief  there  i n  no person 
res iding on the land in question, o r  e n t i t l e d  
t o  en te r  the  same a s  a homestead, and t h a t  
the  appl icat ion i s  made f o r  hie exclueive 
use and benef i t ,  and f o r  the  purpose of ac tua l  
settlement. 

Upon noking the a f f i d a v i t ,  and f i l i n g  it with 
the  Local Agant, and on payment t o  him of an 
o f f i c e  f e e  of t en  d o l l a r s  fo r  vhich he s h a l l  
receive a r ece ip t  from the  Agent, he s h a l l  be 
permitted t o  en te r  t he  land epecified i n  the  
application.  

No patent s h a l l  be granted f o r  the  land u n t i l  
the  expirat ion f th ree  years  from the time of k enter ing i n t  possession of i t  ... 
A t  the expirat ion of three years the  e e t t l e r  o r  
h i s  widow, her he i r e  o r  devisees,  o r ,  if the 
s e t t l e r  leaves no vidow, h i s  h e i r s n o r  devisees,  
upon proof, t o  the ea t i s f ac t ion  of the  Local 
Agent t ha t  he, o r  h i e  widow o r  her represent- 
a t i ves  a s  aforesaid,  or  some of them, have 
resided upon o r  cu l t iva ted  the  land f o r  th ree  
years n u t  af ter . tUb f i l i n g  of t he  a f f i d a v i t  
fo r  entry ,  the  e e t t l e r  o r  w c h  claimant s h a l l  
be e n t i t l e d  t o  a patent fo r  the  land, provided 
such claimant is then a rubject  of Her Majesty 
by b i r t h  o r  na tura l iza t ion .  

A l l  araignmmts and t r a n s f e r s  of homestead'righte 
before the  i o m e  of the  patent dull be n u l l  a d  
void, but a b l l  be deemed evidence of abandonment 
of the  r i gh t ;  d t he  perron w assigning or  
t r m r f e r r b g  r h a l l  not be permitted t o  
oecOPd entry.  "9. 
BI 
Tbe above p r w i ~ i o n r  relating t o  bowatead aha l l  
only apply to- a g r i c u l t u r a l  l d r ,  .ad r h l l  not 
lk held t o  apply t o  lands met apar t  ar timber 
land., o r  t o  tho le  land. on which coa l  o r  r i n e r a l o  
are a t  th tima of en t ry  k v 1 1  t o  -1.t.11 

While tlw * r u i n g  land; and b y  l d r  rece'1r.d c u r w r y  a t  t en t ion  fram . 
the  farmer. of the "Public Land8 Policy," Pin* ludr and coa l  l d a  

received more a t t en t ion  t o  .uUestqln. gmepmmt ' a po r i t i on  regarding 

the  in t eg r i&  of publ ic  M r .  The pve-t o p o e i f i d  in Clarue 364 

3 
C. 

y 
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t ha t  "no reservat ion of gold,  s i l v e r ,  i ron ,  copper, o r  o ther  mines o r  

minerals s h a l l  

por t ion of t h e  

spec i f  l ed  t h a t  

withdrawn from 

be inser ted  i n  any patent from the  Crown granting any 

Dominion lands. "I2 Clause 48, with regards t o  co+l lande, 

"coal lands designated by the  Government a s  such a r e  hereby 

the  operation of t h i s  Act a s  regards dhe r i g h t s  of squa t t e r s  

t o  homesteads on the  Dominion lands i n  advance of t he  Surveys. lJ3 It wee 

timber and timber lands ,  however, t ha t  received the most protracted 

discussion based on the  prevention of p monopoly. 3 l4 The discussion 

addressed the  following categories :  timber townships surveyed f o r  e e t t l e -  

ment, o ther  timber and timber l i m i t s ,  f u r the r . ob l iga t i ons  of p a r t i e s  

obtaining l icences ,  l i a b i l i t y  of persons cu t t i ng  without au thor i ty ,  r e s i s t i n g  

se izure  - removing timber seized - condemnation of such timber, general  % 

provisions,  s l i d e s  e t c . ,  and patents.  

Parliament f i n a l l y  completed the  "Public Lands Policy" with the sec t ion  
f i  

on surveys and surveyors. It includes the  provisions on who s h a l l  be 

competent t o  s u r v e ~ ~  the  Dominion lands ,  board of examinere, admirsion of 

deputy surveyors, ;stand&ds of measure, how t o  renew lo6 t  corners  and 

o b l i t e r a t  u, how l e g a l  e u b d i v i s i o n ~  a r e  . t o  be surveyed a d  l a i d  ou t ,  

t o  draw l i n e s  i n  f r a c t i o n a l  sect lone,  o r ig ina l  boundary linem, evidence 

before eurveyore, and protect ione t o  eurveyore. 15' 

+ 
The "Public Lands Policy" was odminirtered i n  6 ber t a  by t&e federa l  

b I 

government u n t i l  1930 w the  Province gained ju r i sd i c t i on  over i t r  na tu ra l  2 resources. The "Public ndr Policy'' wawaciministered with few changer, uxl , 
those changes were usua l ly - for  t h e  a e f i t  of the  r a t t l e r ,  e.8.. "..; a 

homestedaer .. . who l ivce 'witb hi. p&ntr o r  roere I su l i a t e  member of h i m  
t r 

family, v i fhin  nine milea of h i s  homestead w i l l  not have t o  bui ld  a hour.." 
Z 

Further,  "... no homeateid e n t r i e s  a r e  t o  be subject  t o  c .nce l la t ioq  dur* 



the  winter months p r io r  t o  the  f i r s t  of April .  "16- During World War I ,  - 
d 

however,>the government implemented r e s t r i c t i o n s  aga ins t  the  grant ing of 

homestead's t o  Austrians, Bulgarians, Germans, and Turks. 1 7  

x After 1930, when t h e  na tura l  resources were t ransfe r red  from federa l  

. t b  provincia l  c o n t q l ,  t he  Province continued to  administer the  lands under - 
regulat ions  s imi la r  t o  those of the  Dominion Goverrmient, i . e . ,  u n t i l  1939 

when the  grant ing of homesteads was discontinued and was replaced by an 

\ 4' a g r i c u l t u r a l  l e a se  pol icy,  a l s o  known a s  t he  Homestead Lease policy. , In a 

? 
,, , paper t o  V.A. Wood i n  1951, N.E. Tanner, Minister  of Lands and Forests ,  i s  

I - I  
qzoted a s  s t a t i n g  the  obj  t i v e s  of omestead Lease policy: 4 

This pol icy provides tha  ose who wish t o  take 
advantage of t he  opportunit  =% offered,  may take a ,- 
homestead l ea se ,  w i th . t he  understanding t h a t  i f  
they car ry  out c s r t a i h  cu l t i va t i on  requirements 
and l i v e  on t he  land 50 percent of the  time, they 
can'become the  owners. Settlement i s  r e s t r i c t e d  1 

t o  lands eu i t ab l e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  purposes and 
t o  a reas  feasonably access ib le  t o  roads and other  , 

t ranspor ta t ion ,  where s o c i a l  servicee,  such a s  
schools, hosp i t a l s ,  e t c . ,  can be made availat i le o 

a s  read i ly  and economically a s  possible.  18  

In  many respect  s , espec i a l l y  with 20-20 h i n d ~ i g h t  , the  Dominion Ggvern- 

ment chose a poor "the t o  t r a n s f e r  all na tura l  resource operat ions  t 9 . t h e  

Prwince .  The hardships of t h e  1930'8 a r e  too w e l l  known t o  recount here. 

It is enough t o  say t h a t  the F i n c i a 1  government continued a bad pol icy 
a 

u n t i l i t c a n c e l l d t h e g r a n t i a g o f  b r t e a d r i n 1 9 3 9 .  Wood, ind imcurr ing  - 
\ 

the  adverse e f f e c t e  of the "pdblic lands policy," showr genuine i n r igh t  I 

+, I 
I 

i n t o  the  root caure of many contsaporary probl- of r u r a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
4 

i 
I 

d Alberta. 

J .  

( 
Allowing wttlement under the homatead pol icy 
on any rv l a b l e  l a d ,  regard le r r  of lbca t iob ,  P tended o r c a t t a r  settlement, with the remult t h a t  
it war d i f f i c u l t  t o  f u r n i r h  t he  n e c e u a r y  mocial 
servicer. Taxer wre cimrged from the d a t e  of t he  



homestead entry ,  and many h m e s t e k ~ & ' f o b n &  
tha t  by t he  time they obtained t i t l e ,  taxes  had .  
accrued beyond t h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  pay and the  
municipal a u t h o r i t i e s  were forked t o  foreclose.  

The homestead policy was baaed on the  premise 
160 acres ,  o r  with a preemption, every 

320 that ac res  everkf4a nd i n  wektern Caliada were an 
economic u n i t  capable o f  supporting a farm family. 
Unfortunately, t h i s  w a s  o f ten  not t r ue ,  due t o  
the nature  of the  s o i l  an& c l h a t i c  condit ions i n  
the a r ea s  s e t t l e d ,  and due t o  ' t h e  economic 
condit ions and state-of-the-arts ,  a s  per ta ining t o  
ag r i cu l tu r e ,  i n  exis tence of t h e  time. This is 
evident by- the  f a c t  t ha t  between 1905 .and1930 
nearly 40 percent of 'the people obtaining home- 
stead e n t r i e s  f a i l e d  t o  obtain  t i t l e .  

The assumption t h a t  each 160 acrCs or  320 ac re s  
were an economic farm un i t  a l so  meant t h a t  a l l  of 
the s o c i a l  se rv ices  such a s  roads, .schools, and 
even towns and v i l l a g e s  were developed on the  b a s i s  
of one family per ,160 or  320 a Cs- ~ a x a t i o h  vaa 
on the  expected product ivi ty ,  w t h  the  i nev i t ab l e  
r e s u l t  t h a t  many s e t t l e r s  l o s t  t h e i r  land by tax 
recovery proceedings and foreclosures  by mortgage 
companies due t o  unpaid debts.  Final ly ,  in some . 

areas  a readjustment i n  land use was one of t he  
fundamental problems facing the  province when the  

19 4 ,  natura l  resources were t ransferred ia 1930. . 
b 

These da ta  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  j u s t i f y  the claim t h a t  t he  background t o  
I 

1 
t he  p o l i t i c a l  organization and s o c i a l  dynamics of Alberta r e s t s  fdrmly on t h e  

foundation of t he  f ede ra l  government's t e r r i t o r i a l  imperatives -- sys t a r a t i -  b 

c a l l y  s e t t l i n g  the  land with people through i t s  l e g i s l a t i v e  powerr. However,. 

i t  remains t o  be seen i f  they a r e  e f f e c t i v e  i n  e x p l o i t G  the  na tu ra l  

resources. In  a sense, ' the  evidence leads  toward an underscoring of 

 enn nett's contention that * - 
3 the experiences on t he  North American f  tier 

it ' 
i r e  not e n t i r e l y  unrela ted t o  the 'new p oneering 
ventures [ i n  t r o p i c a l  area.], becaum l ike t h e  - 

\ . -  newer ones, t he  North American r l a rge ly  p1.an.d. 
engineered rettl-tp occurr e r a  6f h u h  
technology and g o v e ~ n t ' . u b a  9. 



\ 
Though hardly a planned s e r i e s  of c m u n i t i e s  s e t t l e d  tr i th governmental' 

ins i s tence ,  the  a rea  t o  wwch this study perfa iqa is a decidedly f r o n t i e r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  environment2i with of the problem iden t i f i ed  by Wood, ' 

s t i l l  ex i s t i ng  ia 1975. 

LOCATION OF THE STUDY AREA 

The study area  l i e s  wi th in  western.Cahadale "agr icu l tu ra l  f r inge"  * 
(Figure 2),  west of the  fou r th  meridian, and $n the  "Eastern Alberta 

Plains.  "22 It is general ly  known ind describad a. "the nor theast  ," - 
s 

,- - because> t h i s  is the  nor theastern boundary of cont inuousAcereal  g ra in  

cultivcbtion within t he  Ptovince. 23 + 

s 

The a rea  und& inves t iga t ion  here l i e s  within the  bouddary of townships 
' 

s ixty-s ix  and sixty-eight ( the  17th.and 18th base l ines ) ,  ranges twelve 

through twenty-four i n  t h e  Province, a s  shown on Figure 3. Figure 4 . . . 

magnif l eg  t he  study - a r e a  and i t s  -environs. This th i r ty -s ix  by sevgnt j- 

. e igh t  mile rectangle  e n c a p a s s i s  1872 square miles of t ez , r i to ry ,  and it 

qepreoents one "... of t he  problem areas  of the  northern f r i nge  of 

agricul . tura"*~ i n  *Ib.rta. This. region had, baHd on tb c e n n u  f igures ,  

a population of 11,194 in  1971, i . e . ,  5.98 pergona per square mile. Eeet 

of t he  study area ,  $0 t h e  fou r th  meridian, the  f i f t y  pereons in the  1584 
L .  , 

square r i les of t e r r l t o r y  ah& ; populat ioq ok,0.208 per .square m i l e .  Otber 
p.'- 

da ta  from the a r ea s  e a s t  anB w e s t  of t he  study a r ea  a r e  general ly  u c l u d e d  
.- 

on the  basio  that they ne i ther  enhance nor de t r ac t  from the  finding8 of 
I 

this etudy. 

+e shape of the mtudy area u ' h f l u e c d  p r i u r i l y  by the . u n c w -  
a - nature  and character of the townmhig plan i n  Alberta. While It I8 true tht  i 
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l k m p l e q .  support thi. contention: Tbe qrp.ru boundaries uere cboged  
' . 

between 1941 a d  1961, makhg ' i t  d f f  f Fcxllt t o  capare data o v a  t b c  

t-ty-yen period.25 Flgares 5 md 6 graphical ly  s(a the clmnge - 
' 1 

betueen 1966 and 1971 in Atbabasca County and th I m p r o v e ~ e ~ t  D l s t r i c t  

t o  t be  M i a t e  east. Tbe Alberta Research a d  P h m b g  Branch o f *  tbe. 

Department of S o i k l  Services  and C a t n i t y  w t h  b;d "w major boundary 

=hang& during th p r o f i l e  period of April  1973 t o  k r c h  1 9 7 2 ~ ~ ~  Y6ile 

these lattel' changes concerned metropolitgn areas, tbey serve t o  i l l u s t r a t e  

the f l u i d i t y  'of rQinlstratLqe w r i e s  in d b e r t a .  l k  tonuhip, 

bowever, is a ~ I X &  e n t i t y  y t t w  ~ e p . r t u n t  of m u ~ ~ ~ o r u t s ,  anti it - 

"Y appears t b a t  i t  1 remain 'so in. tbe future.  
> A 

> 

There a r e  mmy reasons vhy . th i s  a rea  w a s  chosen f o r  study over places 

\ 
such'as t he  Praser Valley- o r  T e x a d a  Is land,  B r i t i s h  Columbia. Among t*, 

are:  

1. The r a r g h a l i t j  of the  a rea ,  i.e., t be  l f r i t a t i o n s  t o  ag r i&l  =Y1 
production retiult ing from t-rature r a the r  than tbe  t r a d i t i o n a l  geographic 

-hasis on r a i n f a l l  as tbe  liriting fac tor .  Tbe l i t e r a t u r e  re~ieved~in 

the  previous chapter adequately s u b s t m t k e s  t h i s  point .  

2.  eloping t h e  opporiunity f o r  some understanding a s  t o  irhy persons 

r a a i n  bas ica l ly  fixed t o  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  cycle t h a t  is wonor i ca l l y  

unproductive. r, 

3. Tbe availability bere of a t w n t i e t h  century pbenorenon t o  com- 

plement s t ud i e s  such as Picker Settlansnt in lortheast  A ~ y e n t i n a ; ~ '  north- 

f' 
east Alberta, like! northeast  Argentina, was pioneered as a r e s u l t  of the  

"empty lads" conceptualizations held by gove-tal au tho r i t i e s .  The . . 
r e su l t i ng  ana lys t s  may perhaps be useful  f o r  planning agencies concerned 



County, . 

Figure 5 :  - 





* 
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I_ with the general  "ecoaaic" w e l f a r e  of the n o r t h k t  blberta &hew. 

4. .The f a c t  t b a t  the a rea  is in a rapid s t a t e  o f  c h n g e ,  re~l l t ing  

from tbe o i l  boom ceptered a k u t  Port %Murray. Tbt r e a l d t i e i  of the 
1 

Athabasca i a r  &a 'boom b e  a f fec ted  the  overall cc-' of nor;b;.at 
I 

F b e r t a ,  which contradicG 8 c h u l t z ' s  o o t l o m  that ". . . fa- .od 
/ 

c-ities tw W r e d  r i les t o  t he  south vill hardly be af.iected d i r e c t l y  

. .. by the operat ions  around Fort  &Murray. I n  spike o l  these  cbmgeq,* 

t he  a rea  r e t a i n s  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  "pioneer f ringesl character  t b a t  was 
- .4 

i d e n t i f i e d  b$ the  s tud i e s  of Vanderhill in 1958 and 1959. 29 

\.. . 
5. The Indicat ions ,  i n  tbe  var ious  s tud i e s  of the  a rea ,  of the need 

f o r  a pa r t i cu l a r  study t o  drav d iverse  elements i n t o  a coherent vhole in 

order t o  provide an understanding of the  area ,  character ized a s  i t  is a 
r 

0 

sinultaneouely by an abundance of naturH1 resources and the  economic poverty 

of t he  people. hy of nor theast  Alberta vould seem highly des i r -  

able .  Among s tud i e s  a r e  those executed by Schultz (1966), 

who focused on Census Division 12 (see-Figure  7). Bozack (1969), Stone 

2b 
(1970), Eayter (1970),,and VogeleBang (1972) have a l s o  completed s tud i e s  , 

regarding various aspects ,  of f r o n t f e r  ag r i cu l tu r a l  nor theast  Alberta. 
30 

Zach s tdy area is c lo se  t o ,  encoapasses, o r  overlaps t he  a rea  f o c y w  
i c 

here '(see Figufe 8) .  

Aside from the  f a c t  t h a t  nei t 'hei  the 'Fraser Valley nor Tuada  Island 

- e a r l i e r  considered fo r  study - offered these  enuperated cha rac t e r i s t i c s ,  

F ' the  l i s t e d  itears do not cons t i t u t e  t he  primary impetus f o r  focusing t h i s  
d 

a r e a . f o r  study. The ul t imate  reason f o r  cboosing the ag r i cu l tu r a l  north- 

ea s t  of Alberta is t h a t  i t  represents  t he  a rea  where the  l a rges t  group of 

refugee blacks from the  United S t a t e s  s e t t l e d  on the  Canadian P ra i r i e s .  

The black s e t t l e r s  from Oklahoma vho M i g r a t e d  i n t o  northeast  Alberta 



J 

' Figure' 7. Census Divimion 12 in 1961 and 1971* 
, 

n . . . . . . . . S c h u l t z 7 ~  s t u d y .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Area  

*Source:  S t a t i s t i c s  Canada, 1973.  1 
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C .. 
during the  yea r s  1910-1913 a t t r a c t e d  ktbfa  aurbor'a a t t e n t i o n  t o i h e  mtud9 

a r e a .  It was the  officially p u b l i r h d  vritings, vhich depic t  black8 as. 

being unsuited .- . t o  th-rtbern c l i ~ t e r , ~ ~  vis-a-vis the fmt of blaok 
a 

\ 

) people as pidn&r a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  beyond 5h0 nor th  l a t i t u d e  th.; Id t o  

t h ~ $ ' ~ e a r c h  f o r  the  i n t e rp l ay  of f a c t o r s  a d  force; that e 6 n s t i t u t e  t he  

geography of nor theast  Alberta. This is espec ia l ly  important a s  t he  

b 5 s 
i W "  

inbpi ra t ion  f o r  t e s tudy ' s  q h a s i s  on success and th 'drefugee s i t ua t i on .  

A t  t he  most basic  l eve l ,  a t t e n t i o n  i s  d i rec ted  t o  t he  f a c t o r s  of t he  

physical  environment. Ae f a c i l i t a t o r s  and/or i n h i b i t o r s  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  

r endeavprs , the  physical  aspect 8, espec ia l ly  cl imate and s o i l s ,  ark most 

c r u c i a l  elements f o r  the  p l igh t .o f  t he  people who a r e  t ry ing  t o  wrest from 

the  land a . l i v ing  comparable t o  t h a t  of other r u r a l  Albertans i n  c l imat ica l ly  

more favorable environments. 

THE PHYSICAL SETTING AND AGRICULTURAL LIMITATIONS I N  NORTHEAST ALBERTA 

~ h ~ s i o g ; a ~ b y :  Geology and Drainage 

The study area  l i e s  i n  the  Wapiti P la in  sec t ion  of the  Eastern Alberta 

P la ins ,  and ninety percent of i ts bedrock is Upper Cre t acbus  shale  and 

minor sandstone of the La Biche Group. The remaining ten percent,  i n  the  

extreme western por t ion of the  study area ,  is  Upper Cretaceous sandstone, 

, shale.  coal ,  y d  minor bentonite of the Wapiti Family. 32 The region's  

eurfic,ial mate r ia l s  a r e  charact  r ized B s  lake depos i t s  ( s i l t  and c l ay ) ,  f 
espec ia l ly  within the  boundary marlred by the  Athabasca River between 

Call ing e k e  and the  town of Athabasca (see Figure 3). The s u r f i c i a l  

depos i t s  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of Island and Baptise Lakes and nor th  of Lac La 

Biche a r e  characterized by outwash, lake deposi ts ,  and wind depos i t s  (sand, 

- 2  and grave l ) ,  and the remaining area is  primarily ground moratdel and 

C 
humnocky moraine. 

3 3 



The Lac La Biche,region 10 cb.rac ter ized by moralnem and former lake 

basins.  The genera l  t?pography is gen t ly  r o l l i n g  and is i n t e r 8 p t o . d  rLrh 

varpihg propor t ions  of l o r l y i n g  and poorly-drained areas conta+ing moo.- 

. ,. bags, muskegs, i rks ,  and s~pu( lho (Figure 4) .  % -i.m e l r v a t ' i o n '  i m  

j u s t  above t h e  2000 f o o t  contour,  but  much.of t h e  a r e a . l i e u  ulider the 1800 

foo t  contour. The r e g i o n a l  s lope  is northeaetvtlrd, wi th  ~ o y l e  having an 

;levstSion of 2074 f e e t ,  L k d i s s  2085 f e e t ,  Caslan 2030 f e e t ,  ~ o r d  1973 

p f e e t ,  and t h e  Town of Lac La Biche 1835 f e e t .  The e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  

i s  1784 fee t .  , 

I 
The sur face  area south of Lac La Biche ( l ake)  is p a r t  of a l a c u s t r i n e  

bas in ,  "which is  g e n e r a l l y  s a l i n e  and u n f i t  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e .  1'34 The r e g l o p -  , ' 
0 

t o  t h e  southeas t  is composed of broad a r e a s  of f l a t  t o  g e n t l y . r o l l i n g  
< 

ground~amraines ,  and t o  t h e  south  of Beaver Lake the& is an a rea  of 

r o l l i n g  All r i d g e s  t h a t  show a d i s t i n c t  northwest-southeast l i n e a t i o n  t h a t  

is  con t ra ry  t o  the  genera l  s lope  of t h e  land charac te r i zed  by the  e leva t ions  

a longwhich the  Northern Alber ta  t r a c k s  follow. 

The Athabasca region shows t h a t  t h e  advance and r e t r e a t  of t h e  l a s t  
a 

c o n t i n e n t a l  g l a c i e r  deposited a t h i c k  cover of d r i f t  over t h e  Upper 

cre taceous  sandstonee. The presence of exteneive  f i e l d s  of g l a c i a l  f l u t e s  

t o  t h e  south and nor theas t  of t h e  Athabasca townsite provides evidence 

t h a t  the.  isc cons in age i c e  mass advanced over t h e  region from a north- 

3 5 
e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  , 

- 
The composition of t h e  f l u t e s  wf t h i n  t h e  a r e a  v a r i e s  l o c a l l y .  The 

s e v e r a l  r i d g e s  h e d i a t e l y  t o  t h e  e a s t  of the  Athabasca River,  dovnetream 

from the  t k ,  a r e  composed of' t i l l .  Thoge r i d g e s  ly ing  w e s t  of Lac La 

Biche a r e  b a s i c a l l y  composed of till, but they have been mantled with 

water deposited sands and g rave l s .  



. , 
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2 . 
The f l u t e s  i n  t he  Athabasca area  a r e  g i t u t d .  on the upland., and , i 

' genera l ly  stand out a s  eingufa) p a r a l l e l  features .  Their width rurgsa 

from l 6 e s  than t h i r t y  yards t o  over e ight  hundred yard@. The height of 
I 

t he  r idges  ranges from approximately thi r ty-f  ive f e e t  near' the  confluence 
Z 

8 

of Pine Creek and t h e  Lac &a Biche River t o  l e e s  than f i v e - f e e t  in t he  

a rea  immediately'to the  ea s t  of Colinton on t h e  upland l acue t r i ne  pla in .  
. . 

The f l u t e s  and the occasional drumlinoid f ea tu re  on' t h e  upland p la in ,  
Q 

of ~ h i c h  the  study a rea  is ckposed ,  forms a gent ly  r o l l i n g  

'topography. The highest  point  is a drumlinoid f e a t i r e  t h r ee  miles w e s t  of 

Colinton a t  2200 f e e t .  The lovest  n t h e  upland surface l ies along 
t 

Pine Creek neat 1800 f ee t .  
-. 

9 .  

. The l acus t r i ne  p la in  t o  the  ea s t  of Colinton is r e l a t i v e l y  f l a t ,  

whereas the  t i l l  p la in  .is undulating t o  gent ly  ro l l ing .  h e r e  a r e  two 

minor sand areas-and low esker r idges  north of the  Atha-bsca River, which 
i L '  

add t o  the re l ief , .of  the  t e r r a in .  A small a rea  of hummocky moraine 

between the  Athabasca River va l ley  and the  a x i s  between Lahaievi l le  and 

Grossmont has gen t ly  r o l l i n g  t o  s t rongly roll'ng topography. (See Table 7 
J 

- f o r  the  topography of  each townehip). %, 

While#the C a req  is generally characterized a s  "prai r ie- l ike ,"  strong 

r e l i e f  featukea h&e been created by stre; channels i n  the  study area. 
a 

Most s ign i f i can t  among these  a r e  Muskeg Creek, the  Tawatinaw River, and 

the Athabasca River. 2 

/ 
The inc i s ion  of the  Athabasca River i n to  the  g l a c i a l  overburden and 

Upper Cretaceous bedrock, t o  a depth of o v e t 3 n  f e e t  a s  i t  en t e r s  the  
.- 

s tudy a rea ,  c r ea t e s  a l o c a l  rel.ief 0 f e e t .  While the  r e l i e f  r+  

- * 
created by the  ~ a i a t i a a w  River and g Creek is not a s  strong a s  tha t*  

tr 
created by the  Athabasca River, i t  i s  s t i l l  i n  excess of 150 ieet i n  the  * 

D I 



Athabasca a rea .  . 
/ 

Drainage cond i t ions  i n  t h e  s tudy a r e a  range @om poor t o  excellent. 
L I 

A l l u y i a l  sands and g r a v e l s , , e s k e r s ,  and f l u t e s ,  drumlinoid f e a t u r e s ' a n d  

sand dunes d r a i n  r a p i d l y  and tend t o  be  d r y  throughout t h e  year .  Within a . 

l o c a l  a r e a ,  however, t h e r e  i s  a tremendous c o n t r a s t  i n  d ra inage  condi t ions .  _ 
A 

I n t e r f l u t e  trougHs tend t o  be  poor ly  drsrined and suppor t  a p r o l i f i c  growth 

of s p h a g n w w h i c h  l i e s  i n  d i r e c t  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  $ l u t e s  which tend t o  be 
I . 

very  d r y  and support a cover of scrubby, poplar (Pqu lus  tremutoides) n i x e  < . 
- -1 

(Pi- ban@irmal. ~ h g  a r e  e x h d s i v e  a r e a s  o f  muskeg 
I .  

1 
s tudy a r e a  and n o r t h e a s t  Alberta.  ~ t t & p f d  p v e  ~ ' n  made , 

&,- .. 
a t  va r ious  t imes t o  d r a i n  some of t h e  smaller  muskeg a r e a s  which l i e  

ad jacen t  t o  o r  Within c l o s e  proximity of a drainageucha$nel.  
36 

3 -  L 
, 

The study a r e a  l ies  p r imar i ly  i n  t h e  Athabasca River d ra inage  bas in  
I 

where t h e  s lope  of t h e  land is genera l ly  northeastward,  except  - in  t h e  west 
a 

a s  t h e  r i v e r  flows sou the r ly .  The t r i b u t a r y  streams t h a t  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  

f low of t h e  Athabasca a r e  Is land and Bapt ise  Creeks i n  t h e  western margins 

of t h e  study area .  Muskeg Creek and t h e  Tawatinaw River (which is followed 

by t h e  Canadian National  Railway t r a c k  and t h e r e f o r e  not  d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e  , 
- P 

*\  on Figure  4)  flow i n t o  t h e  Athabaaca River a t  t h  TOM of Athabasca, P ine  - . . 
Creek, t h e  longes t  t r i b u t a r y ,  i n  'the. s tudy a rea ,  flows i n t o  t h e  Lac La Biche 

River,  which, i n  tu rn ,  flows i n t o  the  Athabasca River,  some f i f t y  m i l e s  down- . 
stream from t h e  TOM o f  Athabasca. 

$ 

The remainder of t h e  s tudy area is i n  t h e  c h u r c h i l l  River Basin, which 
1 

is dra ined By t h e  Amisk-Beaver River system. Skeleton.Lake (2044). Norbh 
j 

Buck Lake (1997), Missawadi Lake (1865), and Beaver Lake a r e  primary 

c d n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h i b  syetera. i 



The study a r e a  i s  i n  t h e  nor the r ly  margins 

thermaL c l i m a t i c  zone, suggesting t h a t  t h e  -1. 
. . ,  

dur ing the  ermcsC .months below 76.6' F. (24.7' 

des ignat ion is  u s e f u l  i n  a  &ery broad sense,  i t  

of Koppen's Db micro- wL 
I I 

-re have temperature I/- 

. . While  t h i s  

f a i l s  t o  convey t h e  realiw ; Q 

- .  9 :. . of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  Figure 9 shows t h e  i e n e r a l i z e d  i s o l i n e  of -ninety f r o s t  ....,. :. , 
. .. . . 

9 .  ' :i. ' 

f  re= days' . &r . .., year f o r  Alber ta .  Figure 10,  on t h e  o t h k  hand, shorn' t h e  
-5 

d i s t r i b u t i o n  of l&d under c u l t i i a t i o p  with-  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a i n e t y  days 
9 .  

'i 
v 

'7 f r o s t  f r e e  i s o l i n e .  A cursory  look a t  these  f i g u r e s  suggests  t h a t ,  from 
* * 

t h e  s tandpoint  of temperature, c e r e a l  g r a i n  c u l t i v a t d o n  is  misplaced i n  
, 
, 
I . . t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  cyc le  of t h e  s tudy area, 

Cd Hayter 's-Study,  The Frost Hacud for AgricuZiau-e i n  Northeast Alberta, 4- 
most e f f e c t i v e l y  por t rays  t h e  c l i m a t i c  charac te r  oT t h e  s tudy area .  37 H i s  

s tudy of t h e  area 'bordered o n  t h e  south  'by t h e  ~ o r t h  Saskatchewan River is  

J t h e  most a u t h o r i t a t i v e  t r e a t i s e  encountered on t h e  sub jec t  of c l i m a t i c  

hazards t o  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  nor theas t  Alberta (see Figure  11). Hayter noted 

t h a t  "v i r tua lhy  ' a l l  t h e  a g r ~ ~ c l i m a t i c  regions  ever drawn from Alberta 

i d e n t i f y  t h e  North Sasbhghevan a s  i t  flows from Edmonton a s  a  zone "here *-- 
A 

1138 , \ 
t h e  c l i m a t i c  base f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  changes f o r  t h e  worse. 

=ost ,  -'a a t p i c  of debate  amongst agro-meteorologiats,39 is  h r e a l  

-4 t h r e a t  t o  t h e  c ops of farmers i n  nor theas t  Alber ta ,  and i t  l i m i t s  t h e  

rangre of choice of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p rac t i ces .  Severa l  farmers,  when a s w  t o '  
' )  

i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  impreesion of t h e  g r e a t e s t  hazard t o  t h e i r  farming bpera t ions ,  
/ 

responded " f r o s t  t h a t  might occur 'aaytime dur ing t h e  growing season. 1140 
* '  

# 

Hayter has shown why' t h i s  is  t h e  case:. 
6 

The absence of a  mountain b a r r i e r  t o  t h e  nor th  
al lows t h e  i n f l u x  of cold a r c t i c  a i r ,  while o t h e r  
fea tures-  ... inc lude long d i s t a n c e  from warm 



Figure 9.  Ibo l ine  of 90 Frost 
Free Days* 

.............. .............. Fewer than 90 F .  F. days 

[ I  More than 90 F.F.  days - 

Fewer than 75 days 
. d  75-89 days 

' 0 9 0 d a y s o r m o r e . '  

,/ 
1 

Figure LO. Dis tr ibut ion  of Land 
Under Farms i n  
Relat ion to Areas 
Free of Frost  for  
Fewer or More Than 

t 90 Days* 

* Source: ~ o z a c k , 2 7 .  



I e 
areis t~ r e *  beat- by beet - .  + h ~  
bas* -types of frost, t d 4 a t h m  .Pd d v e c t b r ~  
f u n t s ,  r d t s  f r a  r d h t i o a  of f a c t a s .  
Advection f r o s t  occurs vbm cold air 
6 in to  the r@.m f r a  tbe north. F t a  a 
w r p h t c a l  point of ricv such f roa t s  are 
fr-y videspread d can be r r r ru la ted 'v i th  
s t r q :  a s .  d U6. tbe -, f o r  vie, 
on'* 10, 11, + 12 of 1969 obar cold a i r  Q 

f r k  a @lgh prrr-e system located t o  th =st 
~f ~ u d h  -> ;+ui.tamperatures by as rtlch 
u 129. b&r freezing, even causing f r o s t  IU 

gp~t of tbe Province. RadhtLon 
~ s ~ ~ ~ ,  -11y d e r  s table  high prurrre 

, vben nocturnal radiat ioa reduce9 th 
belw freezing. 'Ihw f r o s t s  a r e  , 

as.oc4i ed v l t h  clear skies,& vihds, and 
fr+ly an W e r s i p n  of tempeiiiture. -r 
areas e lost prone& rsdiat'iorr f ros ts .  Rams 
can elso occur as a c o m b i n a t l ~  of these' two 
types, when, for  -le, cold a i r  b mJIn during. 
the day and th ->drops a t  night.' id this c;b 
radlat ioa e f fec t s  emphasize the exis* lw 

4 1 tapera tu res .  

Surer f r o s t s  a re  not Infrequent in ~orthuut Alberta, and Bozack f d  

that "tbe f i r s t  f a l l  f r o s t  fo r  1968 occurred on the nights of hgus t  t2-13 

&n [I] was camped on the north shore of Beuver L a b . " 4 2  He found tbat 

"the intensi ty of the f ros t  was such tha t  th viadshlpld of the u r  requped 

I "43 buck rmtioas t&t 
s c r r p h g  a t  8: 30 a.m. o. the ~~rnlng of Augdsd 13. 

f 
h a g l e y  a d  Louis-Bp,  in making a wudy of,the 
Springdale d b t r l c t  of Alberta, found a decrease in 
t a p c r a t u r e  of 3 .6 -  in tbe v ic in i ty  of ruskeg 
a r h .  The S p r l n g v e  area is one of till ridges, 
v4fleys and u s k e g s  aot  unlike th L.c La B i c h  
ared. Ibey conclude that Apoy of tbese amas mb - 
seldom go a wmth vftbout experiencing freezing - 
-temperatures. It is gbere fge  p o u i b l e  tha t  &xiy ,? 

a2 e ex i s t  throughout tbt Lac La B i c h  reg- &ere I 

d t o  f ~ m a b l e  or  unfavourable r i c r o c l h a t i c  1 

rfactors th seayy arc eitber l a s g t b d  or  s b o r t d  
.. 

for  agriculture.  

Eayter f o d  from h3.s t q r a t u r e  traverses tha t  in general 'licro- 

c l i r s to l4gica l  ' t eqe ra tu res  uere belov t tmw reported by tbe o f f i e fk l  
\ - r-\ r, 
-her stations. ' Iberefore, tbe frost-free seamy fo r  r& area &re 



* 

T+ iiod-s frcm ~ y t e r ' s  t r r r . c s  e S ~ t ,  Ire' L. 'i;'&bc, ~d - 

a r e  recou$cd; in par;, as -ka L p r p e n t a t i v e  of prt+t 
a gJ J * : 

n 
II 

+ * 
Alberta (see Figure 11). 

- 
Ibe aryV I s  s i t ua t ed  v l t h l n  M W c a  County, a d  Itl c&dinates are:  . 

A 

, vest of t& four th  meridian (see Figure 4). Eayter noted t h a t  the 
. b , r  

off  i c & l  temperature records f o r  ". . . c e r t a i n l y  give - 
'F I . a cha r i t ab l e  i r p r u s l o n  of the  f ros t - f ree  seas011 f o r  .uc% m a e u  ( w e  

*. . , 
'. Table 1) .  "45 In t h i s  ten-year period \ 

hanook has not recorded a f ros t - f ree  sea d 
less than 106 days (1959) nor a e ingle  f r o s t  
Occurrence i n  June, Ju ly  o r  August. On the 
contary, on th ree  occas iow f ros t - f ree  seasons 
of over 140 days hYc bM reglutered (1960, 
1961, and 1967) a d  t he  f i r s t  f a l l  f r o s t  has 
not occurred t i l l  October on th ree  out of t he  
ten years  under study. On t bc  bas te  of tbe  
records of the= l a s t  tm years  there  is no 
r i s k  of f r o s t  I n  sp r  a f t e r  June 1 o r  before 

9 6  August 31 in the f a l l .  

Hayter found, bowever, th t  the temperature p r o f i l e  r e su l t i ng  from h i s  

t raverse  of tbe a rea  revealed two marked imrersicms along Prince $reek and 
'A 

7" 

tbe. T a w a t i ~  River - tbe  imrersion in t be  T m t i n a v  va l ley  m u n t e d  th 
J 

L.r 

,. f 3 . 0 ' ~  (5.4OF) md thg i m e r s h  along Pr ice  Creek w a s  found t o  be 4 .6O~ . I . _. 
'4 

(8. 1•‹F) lover than t h a t  of t he  weather s t a t i on .  The o q l y  l w a l i t y  aver 

Eayter 's  e n t i r e  t raverse  v f t h  a tesperature  similar t o  t ha t  recorded by the  

s t a t i o n  vas the plateau top, i.e., the s p a t i a l  extent  of a&s v i t h  

9 temperatures sirilar t o  tbose of the  s t a t i o n  is e x t r a e l y  l imited.  Over th 
0 g rea t e r  pa r t  of his t raverse  route ,  t a p e r a t u r e s  e r e  a t  least 2.5 C - (4.5O~) lover than the  s t a t i o n  temperature. "Areas with t e p e r a t u r e s  a 
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s l i l a r  ;o t& station a r e  a l l  a w e  tbe  2225' contour and a reas  r i t h  

0 
temperatures a t  l e a s t  4.5 F below the atation' terpcrr ,ature a r e  generally 

. 

1 
b e l w  the  2175' contour. "47 i b e  c ros~ - sec t i ona l  u p s  drawn from iby t c r ' e  . 

t r ave r se  ". . . suggest most s t rongly t h a t  the  Meanook temperature records 

"48 - a r e  not represen ta t ive  of the  surrounding area. 

' 
The Lac La Biche Sample Area 

The Lac La Biche sample a rea  was within Irprovement D i s t r i c t  102 

when Bayter traversed tbe region (see  Figure .6) ,  a d  the coordinates a r e  

i den t i f i ed '&  being: NU 114 36/66/15; SW 114 36/66/15; NE 114 36/66/14; 

'and SE 114 36/66/14 west of tlik four th  meridian (see Figure 4). Hayter 

has shown t h a t  t he  da t a  from Table,2 ind ica te  a marginal average f ro s t -  
b 

f r e e  period during 1959-68. Very shor t  seasons were recorded i n  1968 

b 
(60 days),  1965 (72 days),  and 1967 (90 days) - a l l  occurred a f t e r  1964. 

According t o  Mr. Ed. Bigham, meteorological 
inspector f y r  ~ r t h e r n  Alberta,  the  i n s t r w t  
she l t e r  was much more heavily protected by 
tiees and shrubs u n t i l  then than is  t h e  case  
[ i n  19691, and he f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  vegetation 
protect ion was q u i t e  s i gn i f i can t  i n  reducing 
heat l o s s  a t  night.  1968 was the  only year when 
a f r o s t  i n  July  o r  August was recorded (August 
13) and t h i s  was a l s o  the  only yeat with a 
k i l l i n g  f ro s t - f r ee  season of l e s s  than 100 days. 
On the  b a s i s  of the  1959-68 da ta  the  probabi l i ty  
of spring f r o s t s  a f t e r  b y  15 is 90% and Jude 1 
is 40%. The chance of a f a l l  f r o s t  before 
August 31 Is on1 10% and by September 10 the  
chances a r e  60%. 19  , 

For the most pa r t ,  Hayter found during h i s  t raverse  t ha t  temperatures 

were 1.1'~ t o  2 . 2 ' ~  (3-4O~) lower than the  s ta t ior i ,  and i n  cert 'ain hohows 

the  differenci! was near ly  5.0•‹c (9 .0 • ‹~ ) .  This area  is characterized by a 

s e r i e s  of sharp r idges  and long s h a l l w  

able  amount of cold a i r  drainage except 

Plissavavi Lakes. lle&udgs f rm h i s  

hollows, and there  is  a consider- 

i n  the v i c i n i t y  of .Lac La ~ i c h e  and 

t raverse  t h a t  "unfogtunately the  * 
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higher r i d g e s  tend t o  be  wooded, vbilst t h e  s h a l l o w ,  f a i r l y  lwel g r o u n d ' i e  
f i 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  farmed; I n  conclusion,  t h e  records  of t h e  Lac La Biche . 

s t a t i o n  underest imate cons iderably  t h e  s e v e r i t y  of t h e  f r o s t  hazard w i t h i n  

The Athabasca Saniple Area 
13 * 

This. a r e a  is loca ted  i n  Athabasca County, and t h e  coord ina tes  are: 
. 

NU 114 34/67/24; NE 1 / 4  34/67/23; SE 1 /4  33/66/23, and t h e  southwest corner  

of l o t  21, west of t h e  f o u r t h  meridian (see  Figure  4 ) .  b y t e r  found t h a t  
k 

t h i s  meteorologica l  s t a t i o n ,  known o f f i c i a l l y  a s  Athabasca It, recorded 

P 
dur ing t h e  ten  year-period a s i g n i f i c a n t l y  longer f ros t - f  r e e  period than t h e  

o ld  Athabasca s t a t i o n .  "This l a t t e r  s t a t i o n ,  now disbanded, w a s  s i t e d  15 
P 

miles  t o  the  sou theas t  of t h e  s t a t i o n  considered he re ,  and obviously tended 

4 
t o  record the  e f f e c t s  of cold  a i r  dra inage  more than t h e  Athabasca I1 

s t a t i o n .  ll5' Hayter d i d  not use the  records  of t h e  Athabasca s t a t i o n  because 

t h e  records  ve re  i n t e r m i t t e n t  a f t e r  1959 and f i n a l l y  stopped i n  1965. Table 

3 compares the  mean minimum temperature of the  two s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  sumner 

0 Table 3. Hean Minimum ( F) Temperatures, 1961* 

June J u l y  August September 

A t  habasca i 44.9 44.1 45.8 32.4 

Athabasca I1 50.5 49.5 49.6 34.4 

1-) 

Source: Hayter,  228. i 
Table 4 shows t h a t  the  records  of the  Athabasca '11 s t a f i o n  i n d i c a t e  an 

average f r o s t - f r e e  season. The s h o r t e s t  f r o s t - f r e e  pe r iods  were recorded i n  
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1968 (55 dayd) and 1965 (72 ddys) ,  and a11 o t h e r  y e a r s  race ived more thqn 
4 

100 days f r o s t - f r e e .  I n  terns of k i l l i n g - f r o s t ,  each year  rece ived more 

than 115 days. The p r o b a b i l i t y  of sp r ing  f r o s t s  a f t e r  Hay 1 5  is 70% and 

30% a f t e r  June 1, and t h e  p r o b a b i l i t y  of a faM f r o s t  be fo re  August 31 is 

10% which i n c r e a s e s  t o  60% by September 10. No k i l l i n g  f r o s t s  were recorded 

i n  June, Ju ly ,  o r  August, and the  p r o b a b i l i t y  of  a k i l l i n g  f r o s t  a f t e r  May 

15  is 10% and a f a l l  f r o s t  by September 1 0  is 40%. 1 

Hayter 's  t r a v i r s e  was undertaken dur ing a per iod  of heavy m i s t ,  and 

the  lowest temperature w a s  recorded c ross ing  Bapt ise  Creek between t h e  . . 
Lake and the  Athabasca River. "This is  a low l y i n g  a r e a  where t h e  land i s -  

cold and damp so  that heat  g a i n s  a r e  small  wi th  the  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h i s  area 
, - 

is  f r o s t  prone. "52 He found that "on t h e  lower land and i n  the  a r e a s  of-' 

bush, s l i g h t  drops i n  temperature were r eg i s t e red , "  and ". . . conjectured 

t h a t  on calm, c l e a r  n i g h t s  without m i s t  t hese  v a r i a t i o n s  would have been 

greater.-"53 Hayter concluded that ". . . i t  i s  probable t h a t  a s  a r e s u l t  of 

t h e  l o c a l  s i t e  cond i t ions  a s soc ia ted  with e meteorologica l  s t a t i o n ,  t h e  

f r o s t  hazard i n  t h i s  sample a r e a  is und r-est imated by t h e  r ecords  of t h e  

Athabasca I1 s t a t i o n .  I, 54 

Microclimatologi~cal  v a r i a t i o n s  i n  temperature a r e  s t r o n g  i n  nor theas t  

Alber ta .  Not only have v a r i a t i o n s  of up t o  f o r t y  days of f r o s t - f r e e  weather 
4 

5 5 4 

been noted a t  s t a t i o n s ,  Hayter has convincingly demonstrated t h a t  t h e s e  

do not  adequately r e f l e c t  the  vagar i e s  of t h e  c l ima te  i n  t h e i r  p a r t i c u l a r  

region.  . . 
The average weather p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  study a r e a  is  hhown i n  Table 5 f o r  - 

a period of t h i r t y  years .  The average of annual temperatures between t h e  

0 
two s t a t i o n s  is 33.85 F, and t h e  average of t h e i r  annual p r e c i p i t a t i o n  is 

18.05 inches.  The conceutra t ion  of r a i n f a l l  i n  t h e  summer months dur ing  
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t h e  pe r iod  of h i g h e s t  t empera tu re s  produces a  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  

e f f i c i e n c y .  56 Jansson  sugges ted  t h a t  " v a r i a t i o n s  i n  mean annual  
,+,7 .- 

p r e c i p i t a t i o n  of up t o  2-.0 i n c h e s  appear  t o  be of l i t t l e  consequence t o  
.> 

a g r i c u l t u r e  ," and t h a t  "ow$&ln y e a r s  where p r e c i p i t a t i o n  f a l l s  below 16  

i t57  inches  does  s e v e r e  drought  1 0 . ~ 8 ~  r e s u l t ,  

3 A g r i c u l t u r e ,  a s  an  outdoor  occupat ion ,  is  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  by f r o s t s  i n  

t h e  s tudy  a rea .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s o i l s ,  i d e n t i f i e d  by Schu l t z  a s  t h e  b a s i c  
* 1 

5 8 
r e sou rce  of a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a r e  ano the r  prdblem presented  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  

A lbe r t a  farmer .' 
y The S o i l s  

The s o i l s  o f  what c y e  t o  be known a s  t h e  " p r a i r i e  provin)es"  of 

Canada gained an i n t  r e p u t a t i o n  du r ing  t h e  n i n e t e e n  h  cen tu ry  f o r  F 
t h e i r  unusual ly  e x c e l l e n t  f e r t i l i t y  and p r o d u c t i v i t y .  That r e p u t a t i o n  .s 
r e s u l t e d  from an examinat ion of some of t h e  deep humus-rich g r a s s l a n d  s o i l s  

of t h e  Canadian P r a i r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Manitoba where r a i n f a l l  is  somewhat 

h igher  and more c o n s i s t e n t  t han  i t  i s  i n  much of t h e  open p r a i r i e  of Saskat-  

chewan and Albe r t a .  The o rgan ic  matter con ten t  was t h e  b e s t  i n d i c a t o r  of 

s o i l  p r o d u c t i v i t y  i n  t h o s e  days.  Most of t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  on t h e  p r a i r i e s  
Y 

% ob ta ined  good ,c rops  from t h e  v i r g i n  s o i l s  on which they  farmed, and i n  t h e  

r u s h  of s e t t l e m e n t  on t h e  p r a i r i e s  much of t h e  good g ra s s l and  s o i l s  was 

qu ick ly  taken up wherever mo i s tu re  c o n d i t i o n s  were reasonably  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

Much of t h i s  land has  been devoted t o  c o n s t a n t  g r a i n  product ion  f o r  more 

than  a ha l f - cen tu ry  wi thout  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of any kind of f e r t i l i z e r  -- 

and s p i l l  i t  produces f a i r l y  good y i e l d s .  59 But such  chernozemic s o i l s  a r e  

not  t h e  s o i l s  of n o r t h e a s t  Alber ta .  

The predominant s o i l s  i n  t h e  s tudy  a r e a  +re g ray  wooded of t h e  podzol ic  
\ 

o r d e r .  There a r e  a l s o  some pockets  of da rk  gray  and d a r k  gray  wooded s o i l s  



i n  t h e  region ( see  Table 6 f o r  major s o i l  groups f a d  in Alber ta) .  ,A. e 

. 8 
with  a l l  p o d z o l i c ~ o i l s ,  gray wooded s o i l s  a r e  c M r t c t e r i z e d  by an '  .. ,,- . 
impoverished gray l a y e r  a t  o r  near the  surface . '  :e . 

i 
a" *. 

Table 6. Major s o i l  ~ r o u p s  Farmed i n  Alberta* 

(Mil l ions  of Acres) To ta l  Arable Occupied c u l t i v a t e d  

Brown .. 12 2.5 10  3 

Da& Brown $1' 10 4 . 7  8 ,  5.3 

Black 

4 

Dark Gray and 
Dark Gray Wooded 

- 9 6.8 5 , 5 3.5  

Gray Wooded, 
1 

r .'. 
"Source: Bentley, e t  * a l . ,  12. r P  

Gray wooded s o i l s  )4ye developed under coo'ler cond i t ions  where more 
t 

@ 

e f f e c t i v e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  than i n  t h e  grasslands.  h a s . r e s u l t e d  i n  leaching of 

minera ls  t o  lower horizons. In  i ts  n a t u r a l b a t a t e ,  a  gray  wooded s o i l  has ' 

f 
a s u r f a c e  l a y e r  of organic m a t e r i a l s  cons i s t ing  mainly of r e c e n t l y  f a l l e n  

l eaves  and/or needles  [ l ea f  mat) on the  su r face ,  c a l l e d  t h e  L horizon, which 

is under la in  by a f e l t y  o r  f i b r o u s  mat of p a r t l y  decomposed organic  m a t e r i a l .  

The most decomposed l a y e r  is c a l l e d  the  H horizon,  whereas t h e  p a r t l y  

decomposed l a y e r  is c a l l e d  t h e  F horizon. The L ,  F, and H horizons may 

vary from one t o  f i v e  o r  more inches  i n  th ickness .  Underlying these  horizons 

is  a da rk  l a y e r ,  a  mixture of mineral  ma t t e r ,  c a l l e d  the  Ah 
\ 

horizon. This  Ah horizon i s  por t ion  of any s o i l  f o r  

. , a g r i c u l t u r e .  Unfortunately i n  gray wooded oi ls  t h i s  horizon i s  always l e s s  4 60, 61 
than two i n  e s  and usua l ly  l e s s  than one inch t h i c k .  K,  . 



The Ae horizon is t h e  most d i s t i n c t i v e  l a y e r  i n  a gray  wooded soil ,  
, 

and i t  is t h e  cause of many problem; encountered i n  iannirig t h e s e  s o i l s .  

The Ae horizon is gray  i n  c d l o r ,  l o b  in organic  con ten t ,  and breaks a p a r t  

i n  f h e  h o r i z o n t a l  p lane ,  i . e , ,  i t  has a  piaty s t r u c t u r e .  This  horizon v a r i e s  
-- - - 

from four  t o  twelve inches  i n  thickness.  The gray c o l o r  r e s u l t s  from t h e  

low humus content  and t h e  e f f e m s  of c e n t u r i e s  of leaching.  Rain d i s s o l v e s  \ 

?. 
t he  chemicals formed from l e a f  and needle deconiposition, and a s  t h e  water  

seepa down i n t o  t h e  s o i l  t h e  d i s so lved  chek ica l s  slowly a c t  on ' t h e  c l a y ,  
3. 

0 

s i l k ,  a n d s a n d  i n  t i e  mineral  p a r t  of t h e  s o i l .  Very slowly some of t h e  c l a y  

is  moved downward' from near  t h e  s u r f a c e  and t h e  m a t e r i a l s  t h a t  a r e  l e f t  '6 

become g r a y i s h  i n  c o l o r  because of t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  chemicals on them. 

Thk development of t h e  A e  horizon i s  a very slow process  t ak ing  hundreds o r  
e 

0 
even thousands of years .  When dry  the  Ae horizon i s  hard and crushes  t o  an . . '- .. .. fi <. 

a 
ash- l ike  o r  f l o u r - l i k e  powder. I f  the  gray mineral  mat ter  of t h e  Ae horizon 

' C  
i s  very wet i t  ' ac t s  l i k e  a heavy pi3ete. When a gray,wooded s o i l  i s  

t .  

c u l t i v i t e d ,  thg  L ,  F,  H ,  and p a r t  of i h e  Ae horizons a r e  mixed by t h e  plowing. 
a. i 

The grayness'of a  f i e l d  is  an i n d i c a t i o n  of how i n t e n s e  t'he leaching of that' 

s o i l  has  been, and i t  a l s o  i n d i c a t e s  t~ a c e r t a i n  ex ten t  how t h i c k  t h e  l e a f  

m a t  and the  Ah horizon were. 62 

The B t  horizon,  the  l a y e r  comnonly c a l l e d  t h e  s u b s o i l ,  is  usua l ly  

brown, g r a y i s h  brown, o r  brownish dark  gray i n  co lo r .  This  horizon con ta ins  , 

t h e  c l a y  and some of the  o t k r  minera ls  leached out  of t h e  Ae horizon. 
st .. 

Because of t h e  increased swel l ing  and shr inking r e s u l t i n g  from the  higher , 

c l a y  con ten t ,  t h i s  h o r i  n h a 8 ' b t h  v e r t i c a l  and hor izon ta l  l i n e s  of breakage. 9 ,  - 
A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  lumps c o n s ~ i t u t i n ~  t h e  n a t u r a l  s o i l  s t r u c t u r e  i n  the  B t  

e 

hokizon usua l ly  have sharp angular  edges and a shape t h a t  is  r a t h e r  block- 

l i k e .  When they a r e  dry  t h e w  s o i l  lumps a r e  s o  hard t h a t  r o o t s  may have 
e 
-# >- 

1 * 



63 d i f f f c u l t y  pene t ra t ing  t h i s  s o i l  l aye r .  - 
< .- .& 

Gray wooded s o i l s  a r e  t h e  l e a s t  i l e  of the major tsoi1,groupe i n  
\ . - 

f 

Alber ta .  The s o i l s  are p a r t i c u l a r l j  i n  p l a n t  n u t r i e n t s ,  .and 
T, 

Figure  12  shows the  l i m i t a t i o n s k a c d o n  a g r i c u l t u r e  by t h e  s o i l s  i n  t h e  

s tudy a rea .  It shquld be noted that t h e r e  a r e  no c l a s s  1 s o i l s  i n  \ -1. -. 

study area .  Thefe a r e  t h r e e  s m a l l  a r e a s  of c l a s s  2 s o i l s  sou theas t  of 7 " -_ -._. 
dmr 

Athabasca; c l a s s  3 s o i l s  confined p r imar i ly  t o  t h e  western hal f  of t h e  

study area;-more than 25% organ ic  s o i l s  (muskeg); and a high percentage of 
I 

M 
c l a s s  4 and 5 s o i l s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  hal f  of t h e  s t u d y - a r e a .  It is p a i n h d l y  

C 

evident  t h a t  t h e  s o i l s  a r e  among t h e  worst.  ,, 
%a - * b 

. >  Y" 

Bentley,  et%aZ., i l l u s t r a t e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between gray  woodedWand ' . . 
grass land s o i l s  by w r i t i n g  "... even wi th  poor farming methods t h e  grass land - 
s o i l s  u s u a l l y  produce good crops  whereas good f ' n g  methods must be 

f o l l m e d  t o  o b t a i n  s a t i s f a c t o r y  crop y i e k  on Gray Yboded so i l s .  1164 , 

(Emphasis o r i g i n a l ) .  The fann.ers of t h e  gray wooded . s o i l s  f a c e  an a d d i t i o n a l  

Q 

disadvantage with regard t o  t h e  g r a i n s  they might happen t o  grow, i .e . ,  

1\ seri 'ou c o n s i d e m t i o n  is ww being g iven . . . t b  a 
bcm a export of wheat gronz on G m y  Wooded so i l s  

- because, on t h e  auerage, t h e  p r o t e i n  content of 
wheat grown there is apprec iab le  lower than t h a t  
of wheat g r o m  a open, fEhphasis  o w a l j .  

Vegetation , % '--7 

The n a t u r a l  vege ta t ion  of t h e  study a r e a  is  i n  t h e  broad ca tegory  known 

6 6 
a s  t h e  Sub-Arctic and Northern f o r e s t  - o r  more commonly a s  Boreal Mixed- 

67 
wood t h a t  inc ludes  b a l s a ,  ' b i r c h ,  f i r  , pine,  poplar ,  spruce ,  tamarack, 

% 
9 

willow,and w s k e g s .  The vege ta t ion  i n  the  study a r e a  inc ludes  t h e  aspen 

\ poplar  (PopZtC$ trernuloides). , balsam < ~ o p l a r  (Poplus balsamifem) -- a l s o  

known a s  "balm of Gilead ," a l d e r  (Alnus. rubra) , black spruce (Picea &) , 
I 

jackpine (Pirucs bankis-), tamarack ( l a r i z h i q c i n u ) ,  baper b i r c h  (Betulo 

3 \ 





Also found in tbe  study area, t o  a u c h  1e.m extent, are balsam f i r  

mtorta). Table 7 shows the vegetat ion by tcnuuhlp. 

Tbe b e t t e r  drained a reas  b e  the  poplars, piaes,  b i rch ,  and white 
- J 

f 
L 

spruce as t be  d o r h a n t  vegetation rir. Tbe pred.rinnnt tree h t h i s  lix . 

is the  aspen poplar. I n . t h e  poorly draiaed areas ,  tbe  dor iaant  vegetation 

m i r  Is black spruce, tamarack, v i l l ov ,  and muskeg. 

The f i r s t  problea posed f o r  the  northeast  Alberta farmer by tbe  

vegetation is the cost  of c lea r ing  the  land. l '&~various  types of t r de  

cover a r e  presented in Table 8, and the  approxirate cos t s  f o r  c lea r ing  a r e  . 

P presented in Table 9. The approxirate c o s t s  f o r  c lea r ing ,  l i s t e d  6 Table 

9, a r e  a t  1971 pr ices ,  and they have probably escala ted along with a l l  
5 

other  se rv ices  in the  province. It should a l s o  be recognized t h a t  the  

b a l l  and chain operation,  l i s t e d  in Table 9, is r e s t r i c t e d  t o  l a rge  a reas  2s 

in t h a t  i t  swathes40 t o  7 0  f e e t .  This m t b d  a l so  has t h e  disadvantage 1 - . 
of reooving all grovth -re -11 patches of vegetation might best  be 

l e f t  because of Topography or  erosion hazardg. 68 

The cos t s  f o r  c lea r ing  t he  vegetatTm (619.00 - $46.00 per acre)  1 
are  extremely high f o r  a farmer vbo r igfi t  pcver r e a l i z e  a p r o f i t  from h i s  

* 

or her investment, because of the  c l i v r t e  and soils i n  the region. The 
I 

vegetation,  then, is only one more l i n i t a t i o n  t o  ag r i cu l tu r e  i n  northeast  

Alberta. Out  of three  c l a s se s  of na tura l ly  occurrin phenomena, each ' C  
presents  a problem t o  the  f a r ee r  of the  study area. There is a l s o  no r e s p i t e  

from the  fauna. - 

The ~ a &  

Northeast Alberta farmers f ind themselves a t  t he  re rcy  of the  da i l y  



, -  
Table 7 :  Topography and.Vegetation by Tovnship 

.. ' 

Luca t ion Topography V e g e t a t i o n  
I 

P o ~ l a r ,  w i l l w .  s p r u c e  and  j ac l rp ine  Lcve 1  

Lcve 1 

Lcve? 

G e n t l y  r o l l i n g  

G n t l y  r o l l i n g  

G e n t l y  r o l l i n g  

G e n t l y  r o l l i n g  

k v e l  

Lcve 1  

P o l l i n g  , 

S l i g h t l y  r o l l i n g  

Leve l  t o  r o l l i n g  

Leve; 

s p a  

s p a  

pop1  

Im 

pop 1 

SP r u  

Pop 1 

Pop1 

S P ~  

Pop 1 

P 0 7 l a r .  w l l l w ,  b i r c h  a d  s p r u c e  

S p r u c e .  p o p l a r .  8nd v i l l w  b r u s h  

, . P o p l a r .  s p r u c e ,  a d  b i r c h  . . 
P o p l a r ,  s p r u c e .  w i l i w .  and t amarack  
. . -- -. -+, p o p l a r .  s p r u c e .  a n d  t a r a c t  

S p r u c e ,  t-rack. b r u l i .  and u s k e g  

popl'ar and w i l l w  s c r u b  

P o p l a r  and s p r u c e  , 

S p r u c e ,  p o p l a r ,  a d  w i l l w  

blliry 

G e n t l y  r o l l *  

Ibugb 8 d  b i l l y  

Wgb rad b i l l y  . 
- J a c k p i n e .  s p r u c e .  a d  p o p l a r  

P o p l a r .  w i l i o v .  and s p t u c e  

S p r u c e ,  t a m a r a c k . ~ p o p l a r  a n d ,  v i l l o u  b r u s h  

b l l i n g  
P o l l i n g  

P o l  1  i n v  

P o l l i n g  . 
S l i g i ~ t l v  R o l l i n g  

b l l i n y  

Leve l  

Leve l  

U n d u l a t i n g  

P o p l a r .  s p r u c e ,  t a r a r a c k ,  b i r c h .  and v i l l w  

P o p l a r  P o l l i n g  Pop 1 

b l l i n g  PopL 

P o l l i n g  Pop 1. 

P o l l i l r g  a ' ' . spru< 

largb r o l l  1- a d  . 
h i l l y  Pop l ,  

h g h  and h i l l y  . Popl .  

P o p l a r .  s p r u c e ,  and t amarack  

P u p l a r .  n i l  l w .  and s c a t t e r e d  s p r u c e  

P o p l a r  and w i l l w  b r u s h  
6 

S p r u c e .  p o p l a r .  w i l l w ,  b i r c h ,  and t a u ~ a c k  

P o p l a r .  s p r u c e .  and u s k e g  

r u e  p o p 1  ? a c k p i & .  b i r c h .  w i l l o w  
b r u s h ,  and muskeg 

P o l l l a g  Sprul 

R o l l i n g  , S p r u (  

~ a d u l a t  i& 
i 

PopL 

P o l l i n g  , Pop 1. 

b u g h  m c i 2 r o l l i n g ,  
b roken  by 
r a d y  P O ~ L  

U a d u l a t  i n g  Pop 1. 

P g l l i a g  9 .  Sprul  

Leve l  S p r u c e ,  t amarack .  p o p l a r .  w i l l w ,  b i r c h ,  
and m s t l y  u s k g  

P o p l a r .  s p r u c e ,  and w i l l w  

S p r u c e .  w i l l w ,  p o p l a r .  t a m a r a c k .  and b i r c h  

P o p l a r .  w i l l w .  s p r u c e .  and  t a m r a c k  

B i r c h .  p o p l a r ,  s p r u c e .  r a r a r a c k  and w i l l w  
s c r u b  

U n d u l a t i n g  

k v e :  

Lev t :  

Leve l  t o  r v l  l i n e  



Vege t at ion by 

3 7 ,  v i l l o v .  8 p r u c e  and jackpine  

. a r .  w i l  I N .  b i r c h  and s p r u c e  

, . e ,  p o p l a r ,  and w i l l w  b r u s h  

- a r ,  s p r u c e .  and o i r c h  

. a r .  s p d l c e ,  a i i i ~ ,  and t a r a r a c k  

-', p o p J a r ,  s p r u c e ,  and t a r a r a c k  

Spruce.  pop la r .  tad -W 
Spruce ,  t ~ l o r a c k ,  poplar .  and d l l w  ,' 

Pough a d  broken 
ta l e v e l  Pop la r ,  d l l o v ,  a l d e r  s c r u b ,  aod dllar s c n i b  

?-re?, s p r u c e ,  poplar .  and v i l l o v  

Pop la r .  villw. d s p r u c e  

Spruce, pop la r .  and -keg 

Pop la r ,  villw. spruce .  and t r u r a c k  ~ t c g .  

Poplar .  sp ruce ,  t r u r . C k .  a d  jack pi^= 

Spruce ,  pop la r .  t a a r a c k ,  b i r c h ,  ad v i l l w  

Poplar .  villw, tamarack, spruce .  aod b i r c h  

UDdulating 

P o l l i n g  

P o l l i n g  

Gent ly  r o l l i n g  

lbugb ad h i l l y  

h g h  and b i l l y  

Levd 

t i 1  l i n g  

P o l l i n g  

P o l l i n g  

- i c e ,  t a m a r a c k ,  b r u i i .  and  m s k e g  

; . a ?  and w i i l w  s c r u b  

; . a r  and s p r u c e  

2 . e .  p o p i a r ,  and w l i i r m  

{ p i n e .  s p r u c e ,  and p o p l a r  

t . i r ,  w i l i w ,  and s p r u c e  

. . e .  t a m a r a c k ,  p o p l a r  a n d ,  v i l l w  b r u s h  

Pop la r ,  sp ruce .  a d  t a q s c k  .. 
Pop la r  . . . ,  
Spruce,  t e r a c k .  b i r ch .  -poplar .  and d l l * ~ , ,  - ' :- , .. .<r,spruce. t a m a r a c k ,  b i r c h ,  and w i l l o w  

.or - 
_ d r ,  6pru.e .  and t a m a r a c k  

Poplar  and v i l l w  

Poplar .  mpruce. b i r c h ,  and tamarack 

P o l l i n g  

P o l l i n g  

P o l l i n g  

Pol 1 ing  

Bough r o l l i n g  a d  
h i l l y  

h g h  a d  h i l l y  

Pop la r ,  vtllw. and balm of Gi lead 
Q 

Spruce ,  tamarack, pop la r ,  and b i r c h  

. a r ,  wi:;-m, and s c a t t e r e d  s p r u c e  .:. 

1 . 4 :  an2  u i ~ : c m  b r u s h  

* ~ , e ,  p o p l a r ,  v i l l o v ,  b i r c h ,  and  f ~ r a c k  
Poplar .  villw. tamarack, and b i r c h  

Pop la r ,  v i l l w ,  sp ruce ,  t a r a r a c k .  b i r c h ,  
and jackpine  

Spruce.  pop la r ,  and b i r c h  

Spruce ,  t ~ a r a c k  a d  poplar  

Poplar .  sp ruce ,  t-rack. and v i l l w  

. s r ,  s p r u r a .  and muskeg 

- i r e .  ~ ~ p l a r ,  :ack.pine,  b i r c h ,  w i l l o w  
b r u s h .  and muskeg 

Ool l ing  

1 1  ing  

undula t ing  

P o l l i n g  

b u g h  and ro l l ing .  
broken by 
r av ines  - 

Undulat i n g  

Rol l ing  

-3r.e. t a m a r a c k ,  p o p l a r .  w i l l w ,  b i r c h ,  
a n c  m s t l y  m s k e g  

: a r ,  s p r u c e ,  and w i l l o w  

Pop la r ,  d l l w ,  spruce .  t s ~ r a c k  and brush 
4 

. A L ~ ,  ui::cn, p o p l a r ,  t a m a r a c k ,  and b i r c h  

: a r ,  w i ! l w .  s p r u c e ,  and t amarack  

.'-'i, p o p l a r ,  mprupe,  r a m r a c k  and  w i l l w  
s c r u b  

Pop la r ,  tamarack, spruce .  and w i l l w  

Poplar .  v i l l w .  spruce .  t s u r a c k ,  and u k e g  

Spruce.  tamarack, b i r ch .  a l d e r .  poplar .  .od 
w i l l w  s c rub  



Table %. Types o f  Tree Cav&Cla8sif feat ion* 

' Covet Type Trees per Acre Average D h t e r  

1 l'ight 250-1000 up t o  2" 

2 medium ' 

3 heavy 75G2000 4 t o  8" 

4 hw 500-15Op . . 6 t o  14" 

% 

*Source: Bentley, et at., 38. . . 
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v a g a r i e s  of t h e  weather .  They f i n d  tb t  wi th  enough oapital it  is p o s s i b l e  

t o  Improve t h e  m i l  q & l i t y  t o  some degree.  kwwer, these 

f r e q u e n t l y ,  f i n d  themselves i n  a compet i t ion  w i t h  t h e  fauna  f o r  t 

"r 
space ,  w i t h  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  f u r t h e m o r e  of t h e  anlmal be ing  p r o t e c t e d  by 

s t a t u t e s .  The range of fauna und throughout t h e  s tudy  a r e a  is coraon t o  Lg . 
a l l  n o r t h e a s t  Alber ta .  Too e x t e n s i v e  t o  list h e r e ,  t h e  m a ~ a l i a n  a d  a v i a n  

fauna  i n  ~ a n s s o n ' s  s tudy  of t h e  Athabasca O f f i c e  D i s t r i c t  (F igure  8) a r e  

l i s t e d  in Appendix A. - 
~ a n s s o n ' s  p ionee r ing  s tudy  on t h e  response of f a rmers  t o  dep reda t ion  

I 

by w i l d l i f e 6 9  i s  t h e  most comprehensive t r e a t i s e  on t h e  animal  problem as 

faced  by t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t  of n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a .  Having noted t h a t  "animal 
7 

depreda t ion  on a g r i c u l t u r e  i s  a worldwide problem;" he s u g g e s t s  t h a t  ".. . 
\ 

every  farmer w i l l  s u f f e r  some [damages] because of h i s  dependence on a 

n a t u r a l  environment t h a t  u s u a l l y  c o n t a i n s  a n h a l s .  
< 

"'O Six m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  

4 was t h e  es t imated  l o s s  t o  waterfowl dep reda t ions  i n  1968, bu t  t h i s  f i g u r e  
.! 

seems somewhat conse rva t ive  -- e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  Jansson found t h a t  many. 

fa rmers  i n  h i s  s tudy  sample ".. . were w i l l i n g  t o  accep t  up t o  $500 worth .of - 
* f a 

4 

duck damage v i t h o u t  r e p o r t i n g  any t r o u b l e  ... "'I t o  a u t h o r i t i e s .  

Ove ra l l ,  t h e  major damage is s a i d  t o  be caused by ducks and o t h e r  water- 

f o v l .  "Although Ft and b a r l e y  a r e  damaged almost e q u a l l y  f o r  any g iven  -+ 
year  i n  terms of a c r e s  and bushe l s ,  a p re fe rence  is  shown f o r  b a r l e y  i n  that 
, 

t -2. 
i ts  ac reage  i a ' o n l y  about  one-half t h a t  of wheat. Damage t o  o a t s  'is . 

r e l a t i v e l y  minor. ,, 7 2 

It i s  poss ibJe ,  h o w v e r ,  t h a t  t h e  beaver -- pro tec t ed  by s t a t u t e s  from 
0 

f undue ha ra s soe  t -- more damage than waterfowl i n  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of 

n o r t h e a s t  a .  Even though t h e  dam-building a c t i v i t i e s  of t h e  beaver 
v 

l a t e  s-er and e a r l y  f a l l ,  t h e  f l ood ing  of f i e l d s  and. 



pas tu re  acceao, routea  is a 
ir 

adequately assessed.  Severa l  taped interviews from the s t u d y  area reveal 

much h o s t i l i t y  towards t h i s  n a t i o n a l  symbol f o r  t h e  uncalcula ted  darnage it 

causes: I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f lood ing  f i e l d s ,  t h e  be er removes s t o o k s  from C 
f i e l d s .  v 

C 

The t h i r d  most troublebome a n i m a l  t o  t h e  nor theas t  Albe r t a  farmer 

\ 
t he  bear. Bears r i p  open and i n j u r e  sheep and steers, 

I (  

dainage beehives,  e a t  stooked crops ,  t rample g r a i n f i e l d s .  Coyotes k i l l  

and e a t  poul-try, s t e e r s ,  and sheep .)Weasels till pou l t ry .  lloose break 

fences  and browsd on swathed and  stooked crops,  and so  does t h e  e l k .  74 

Jansson has shown that t h e  continued p$?servat ion  of b i g  game and 

beaver t h a t  damage'or des t roy  a g r i c u l t u r a l  copmodities is 

jeopardized u n l e s s  new se t t l ement  is  stopped and 
present  management 'is i n t e n s i f i e d .  Fur the r  ' 

c l e a r i n g  and dra inage  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  increased 
damage.for a s h o r t  per iod  and then t h e  e x t r i p a t i o n  I 

of the. animals a s  a r e a c t i o n  t o  t h a t  damage. This  
presupposes that ... a man-managed e c o l o g i c a l  

. 75 balance betweed farming and w i l d l i f e  is  p o s s i b l e .  . 
1.' 

DISCUSSION 

The background t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  of Albertg shows tkt Canada, 

a s  a yout'hful na t ion  wi th  p len ty  of -land on which t h e  government needed t o  

s e t t l e  people t o  demonstrate i t s  sovere ignty ,  borrowed t h e  idea  from t h e  
f& 

United S t a t e s  t h a t  a quar t e r - sec t ion  of land would make a v i a b l e  

While t h e  government was success fu l  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a uniform land po l i cy  

and providing se t t l ement  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  no cons ide ra t ion  was given t o  the  

degree of c l i m a t i c  d i f f e r e n c e s  manifested l a t i t u d i n a l l y  from the  Forty- 

Ninth p a r a l l e l  northward. The evidence presented i n  this chapter  

demonstrates t h a t  the  government's po l i cy  dec i s ion  made i n  Ottawa was 

s t r e t c h e d  beyond good judgement when appl ied  t o  se t t l ement  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r  



purposes ia t he  s tudy area ,  i.e., the>pic . l  &iso l lenr  is b o a t i l e  t o  

success in t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  pursu i t  folloved by f a m s  in northeast  
a 

Alberta -- gra in  growing. c 

0 

- \ The question of the  government's success i n  a t t r a c t i n g  people t o  $ t t l e  . ' 
is\amined more thoroughly i n  the  next* chapter. . However, i t  is c l e a r  from 

Y ,  - 
da ta  pr&sented that ;here i s  more involved here than governmental policy 

f o r  measuring success. The severe f r o s t  hazards, poor s o i l  q u a l i t i e s ,  cost  

of c lea r ing  vegetat ion,  and w i l d l i f e  depredation must a l l  be considered i n  

ove ra l l  success of t f e government's "public lands  policy." Indeed, an . 
e a s i l y  reached conclusion, from the  da ta 'on  the  phySical environment, is 

' 

t h a t  the  goverxnnent's policy precluded success tfirough lack  of adequate 
+ 

p r ~ p a r a t i o n  and planning, 
3 B 

It fs d i f f i c u l t  t o  understand why anyone would inhabi t  'such a 

environment, and the  reasons probably have much' t o  do with why the  3 . 3.- 

/ people came i n  the  Mfst place. Some "ere seeking succe^ss i n  the  economic 

\ sphere, some of them were f ee l i ng  i n j u s t i c e s ,  and o the r s  came f o r  reasons ' 
4 .  

\own only t o  themselves. The conclusion tha t  must be *;awn f r b m  t h e  - 

u n t p d  by the  physical  da ta  is  tha t  the  people areV'mesmerized;" " p ic  

\ . 
i . e . ,  there  i s  a force  t ha t  keeps' them lockg&into the  region. 

The following chapter,  therefore ,  looks a t  sett lement sequence stenming , 

from the government's "public lands policy" and "boosterism." h td i t i ona l ly ,  

t h e  que t i o n  of success is examined from two angles -- occupancy, and t 
i generat onal linkages. These provide t h c b a s i s  f o r  the  s o c i a l  condit ions,  

\ 
a s  they,evolved in-northeast  Alberta. 



huy;REN, E r i c  J; , "Seventy Years a ~ rov ince!"  Heritage, Vol. 3, No. 6 
(1975), pp.- 4-5; 10. 

211An Act Bespecring t h e  Pub l ic  Lands of t h e  Jk&!Non," Acta of tk 
A Parliament of Ccplada, (1872), Chapter XXIII, pp. 56-90; Brown C b b e r l a i n  

Law P r i n t e r ?  f o r  Canada, O t t a w a .  Further r e fe rences  t o  t h i s  source will  be U- 

c i t e d  as "public Lands Pol icyn wi th  page number(s) . VOGELESANG, Robin R., 
The Initial Agricultural Settlement of the Morinvilte - Westbck Area,' 
AZbertir, unpublished H. A. Thesis  (1972), p. Univers i ty  of Alber ta ,  
Edmonton, has w r i t t e n . t h a t  t h e  "Domilkion of 1872 was bas& on t h e  
American Homestead A c t  of 1862:" However, Vogeleaang does  no t  suggest  t h e  
l e n g t h s  t o  which t h e  Canadian government went t o  i n s u r e  bpna fide s e t t l e r s .  
on t h e  land. The fol lowing is an example of what t h e  CanadiansQcould l e a r n  
from t h e  American Homestead A c t :  "Our government, always generous i n  its 
encourag-nt of Western migra t ion,  had outdone itse t h e  Eomestead Act 
of 1862, which gave a tract of 160 a c r e s  f r e e  of any head of a 
family who would c u l t i v a t e  it  f o r  f i v e  years.  I n  over t e n  yea rs  
a f t e r  t h e  passage of t h e  a c t  40,000,000 acree  of ouk pub l ic  land (an a r e a  
equal  t o  more than on8 4 o u r t h  t h e  su r face  of France) were given away, 
o s t e n s i b l y  as homesteads, ' but a c t u a l l y  of t e n  t o  ' land grabbers '  o r  ' land 
sharks. '  These men, f raudulent  lists of 'settlers' t o  t h e  - 
land o f f i c e ,  which contained invaluable  
resources  of s p i r i t  w a s  expressed 

, i n  t h e  words 'We who a r e  an . the  ground 
intend t o s e t  The discovery  of 
copper, s i l v e r ,  and gold n tana ,  Colorado, Idaho, Dakota, Wyoming, and - 
Nevada enhanced t h e  value  pub l ic  l ands  a hundredfold, and put i n t o  
p r i v a t e  purses wealth s u f f i c i e n t  t o  maintain our 
government." MUSSEY, History (1911), p. 512, 
Ginn and Company, Chicago. he "Public Lands ~ o l i c ~ "  of 1872 
testimony t h a t  t h e  learned t h e  l e s sons  of 
experience w e l l .  

3 ~ 0 0 ~ ,  V.A., "Alber ta ' s  i c  Land Pol icy ,  Pas t  and Present  ," 
F a r m  Economics, Vol. 3,  4, P a r t  2 (1951), p. 737. e 6  

is a d e q u a t y  
t h e  'American 

Z 

's- 
6 M a 5 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  James G.,  A History o ~ l b e ~ t a  (1972), p. 187. Hurt ig 
Publ ishers ,  Edmonton. --L 

 he following information is  ex t rac ted  from "Public Lands Pol icy  ," pp. 57-60. 

'stone contends that ". . . t h e  quarter-section. could be sub-divided f u r t h e r  
i n t o  s i x t e e n  t e n  a c r e  lo t s . "  STONE, D.N.G., The Proceee of RuvrZ Setttement 
i n  the Athabasca Area, Alberta, unpublished M.A. Thesis  (1970), p. 62. 
Univers i ty  of Alber ta ,  Edmonton. The "Public Lands.Policy," however, 
con ta ins  no such l e g a l  terminology. 



9 " h b l i c  Lands Poliey,"  pp. 61-62. Tbc l o c a t i o n  of t h e  %rtileC Belt" ir 
not s p e c i f i e d .  Stone,  op. dt., p. 64, b o w e r ,  wrote that t h e  f e r t i l e  
b e l t  w a s  t h e  "... a r e a  which extended f ror ' the  for ty-nin th  p a r a l l e l  
aorthward t o  the  North Saskat  Souris 'River  valley.." Therefore,  
t h e  Hudson's Bay Company had l a d  n o r t h  of Towqmhip 60 except  
f o r  that* h ich  .it had reserved p r i o r  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h n t  of t h e  % b l i c  

, Lands P o l k . "  '. 
10Vubl ic  Lands Pol icy ,"  p. 62. Stone, op. cit., p. 63, m o t e  that t h e  

from t h e  school  l ands  ". .. i n  the form of r e n t a l s ,  l e a e e s  
on de fe r red  payments were used by t h e  pioneer 

t h e  o f t e n  heavy burden of educat ion  coa t s .  
a h igh enough p r i c e  they were o f t e n  80ld by 
of t h e  Department of t h e , I n t e r i o r .  Mart in 

revenues from the  school  l ands  have been t h e  
h i g h e s t ,  t h e  c o s t  of admin i s t r a t ion  t h e  Iowedt, t h e  endoment  a s  a  whole 
perhaps the  most praiseworthy and d i sce rn ing  among a l l  t h e  forms of genera l  
land policy. .  . '" B . 

l l ' l ~ u b l i c  Lands Pol icy ,"  pp. 65-67. Only seven of t h e  e igh teen  aect iona  a r e  
recounted here. Vogelesang, quoting from an o f f i c i a l  governmental t 
pub l i ca t ion  of 1885, shows that t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  f u r t h e r  " requi res  a  
homesteader t o  r e s i d e  s i x  months i n  each of t h e  t h r e e  y e a r s  on t h e  home- f s t ead .  'The  e  e c t i o n  of a  h a b i t a b l e  house, the  breaking of 30 a c r e s  and 
the  seeding of 20 a c r e s  (must occur)  before  pa ten t  may be app l i ed  for ."  
VOGELESANG, Robin R . ,  The Ini t ia l  Agricultural Settlement of the Morin- 

- v i l l e  - Westlock Area, Alberta, unpublished, H.A. Thesis  (1972), pp. 
Univers i ty  of Alber ta ,  Edmonton. 

I 121 '~ub l i c  Lands Pol icy ,"  p. 68 

1 3 g 1 ~ u b l i c  Lands Policy,) '  pp. 69-70. L 

1 4 ' f ~ ~ b l i ~  Lands Pol icy ,"  pp. 70-80. . i t 

1 5 ' f ~ u b l i c  Lands Pol icy ,"  pp. 80-88. 

1 6 ~ ~ 0 ~ ~ ,  op. cit . ,  pp. 187-189, 

1 7 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ A N G ,  Robin R. , The Ini t ia l  Agricultural Settlement of the Morin- 
v i l l e  - Westlock Area, Alberta, unpublished M.A. Thesis  (1972), p. 45. 
Univers i ty  of Albe r t a ,  Edmonton. 

1 8 W O O ~ ,  op. c i t . ,  p. 741. 

Zo~ENN~TT, John W. , Northern P h i m e n  (1969) , p . 20. Aldine Publishing 
Company, Chicago. 

J 
Z 1 ~ h i s  a r e s  is f r o n t i e r  i n  t h e  sense  of i t s  marg ina l i ty  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

production r a t h e r  than i t s  l o c a t i o n  wi th  regard t o  t h e  marketplace. 



22~over-nt of Albe r t a  and the L h v e r s i t 7  of Albrta,  A t Z a 8  bj' A t b . r t a  
(1969), p. 9. Un ive r r i ty  of Alber ta  Reu,  Edmonton. hrtber r e f e r e n c e s  
from this source  wil l  be  c i t e d  a. A t k  of Atbe& wi th  page n\rber(a) .  

-. 
2 3 ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Roger, The Ro8t H a a d  fb A g r t o u h r e  i n  R o r t b t  A l b e r t a ,  

unpuMsheQ &A. Theaim (1970) p. 19.- Unive r s i ty  of Albdrta,  Ecbonton. 
Th i s  s t u d 7 m a ~ t a i q s  t h e  usage of nor theaa t  Alberta w i t h  t h e  d e r -  , 

s t and ing  t h a t  a g r b u u r a l  se t t l ements ,  r a t h e r  than geogiaphic coordinates ,  
' 

a r e  under i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  
T 

2 4 ~ ~ Z A ~ ~ ,  op. At . ,  p. 14. HAYTER, op. & t . ,  p. 164, noted that "In , 

Swden the  margin of a g r i c u l t u r e  has been considerably  pul led  beck as a 
r e s u l t  of s t r o n g  government pressure:  I n  Canada, Govefrment p ressu res  
have tend* t o  work i n  t h e  oppos i t e  d i r e c t i o n  and marginal  r u r a l  a r e a s 1  

- c o p s t i t u t e  one of Canada's regfonal  problems!" 4 
r A 

A t h  of Alberta, p. 63. d 

2 6 ~ p a r t r p e n t  of S o c i a l  Se rv ices  and Cmmunity Health. 
Public Assistance Caseloads for the Lac La Biche 
1973 - March 1975 (1975), p. 4. Conf i d e x r t m  
Research and Planning Branch, Edmonton. 

2 7 ~ ~ D T ,  Robert C. ,  Pioneer S e t t l w s n t  i n  Northeast ~ ~ g s n t i h a  (1971)~~ 
%pm, pp. 40-43. Unive r s i ty  of Wisconsin Press ,  Madison. 

2 8 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ z ,  Wolf gang I. , The People and Rssouncea of Northeas 4 Alberta, 
(1966). ~ u l l e t i n '  2, p. 28. Department of Extension, Univers i ty  of 
Alber ta ,  Edmonton. *. 

2 g ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ L ' ,  Burke G. , "observat ibns  i n  t h e  Pioneer Fr inge  of western 
Canada," Journal of Geogrczphy, Vol. 57, No. 9 (1958), pp. 431-441, and 
"The Di rec t ion  of Set t lement i n  t h e  P r a i r i e  Provinces of Canada," 
Journal of Geography, Vol. 58, No. 7 (1959), pp. 325-333. 

3 0 ~ a c h  author i s  respons ib le  f o r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h i s  s tudy i n  one wry o r  
another .  Addi t ional ly ,  some more genera l  s t u d i e s  of Alber ta  have been 
executed that a r e  u s e f u l  i n  t h e  context  of Alber ta  Cul ture  a s  focused 
herein.  These inc lude  Gcoffery A. L e s t e r ' s  M.A. Thesis, '  The Distribution 
of Religious Groups i n  Alberth, 1961, published a s  pages 57 and 59 of t h e  
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of the biotribution of PopuZation Change i n  Alberta, 1931-19613 which 
c o n t r i b u t e s  to. pages 50-51 of the  A t h e  of Alberta; and Hugo P .  S t i b b e ' s  
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'According t o  the 1981 Census, published a e  pages 56 and 58 of t h e  Atlas 
of  Alberta. 

- 
/ 

310ne of the  bes t  examples of t h i s % f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n  was w r i t t e n  by t h e  
Superintendent  of Canadian I rmigra t ion ,  SCOTT, W.D., "The Negroee," 
Canada and i f 8  Provinces, Adam Shor t t  and Arthur G. Doughty, eda.,  Vol. 
7 (1914). p. 531. Brook Company, Tor beCb. For information regarding t h e  
Canadian Government's o f f i c i a l  p o s i t i o n ' w i t h  regard t o  black immigrante, 
s e e  SESSING, Trevor W . ,  "How They Kept Canada Almost L i l y  White," J- \ 

y NGht, September (1970) pp. 30-32. 

d 
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tbe  ~ r o v i o c e ' s  -po l i t i ca l  Ustoryo - .dditfoo, it h. 8- tbt tbr - , 

, . 1 9 .  . agr icu l ture  in n o r t h u t  Alberta - at least fo r  the  production o i  cereal . 9 

grains* 
I , 

T h i s  chaptez ddkesses the evolviag setci.1 c o n d i t i o ~ .  in th study 

area,  .ad it l o o b  aq success f r a  tbe' points  of accupurcy ( . f n c l t d ~  

c o o t l c u d  di.cossion of th nat ional  g m c r r r t n t ' s  l a d  policy, and of bov 

t h e  a t t i t u d e s  tha t  developed arowd tbt polley influenced tbe settlers in 

nort-t Alberta. Secondly, t k e  is a discussion of t& propaganda .ad 

"boosterid '  regarding tbi -agr icu l tura l  productivity of th enviroment , 
i - i 

which led people into tbe a ru .  ' th i rd  area of COOC- r t -- 
of tbe study I s  a . c r i t i c a l  look at th r o l e  of ral lvays settlcwnt 

Fourthly, tbe nottoo. mrrouoding the "push-prlln f a c t o r s  of wt t lement -are  

addressed, PIP.lly,  a tvmty-five percent ..rple of tbe f i f t y - t w  t a m -  

+ i 
i' . 

ships  is used t o  sequential  wttleuat in tbe  study area. 'Ibi. 

t i c s  tha t  a r e  rC.poP.ible fo r  tbe  trditiop. .rrrrormdiag th development of 

agr icu l ture  in northeast Alberta. 
< ' 

. . 

profi ted from m established fur-trading enterpr i se  f o r  i00 years before 
, 



r e l i a q u i . ~  Rupert's Land to the lkuinba of C m d a .  . 
Since tbc u i o  purpose of th Fhdrm's Bay 

- was f u r  t r d h g  rat- tbm cohdmtioo, tb latter 
could cmly be fos te red  to th detriment of tbc former. 
It i. d s y  t o  understand, therefore, tbt the caqmay 
aot only di.cour.gsd colonization .Id L.ed aettl-uat 

, but in u n y  c a w  took a c t i v e  m r e a  t o  pretreat it. 9 

The purchase of ilrtpcrt's L a d ,  and Its mabsequ/at t r a n s f e r  t o  tbe mttler 

through tb "public Irrdq policy," marked the d v a t  of a "clear-cut 

Th in t roduct ion of the f r e e  bumestud system, which granted Ch 

send t o  f u l f i l l  the  Dominion Corcrxment's ob jec t ives  of '  f i l l i n g  

t b e  "vast empty" spaces of t he  western i n t e r i o r  lu quickly a d  efficiently 

C a s  possible.  This vaa one vay t o  curb tbc  t e r r i t o r h l  a b i t i o m  of the 

i t e d  S ta tes ,  a d  it wrked .  5 

It b Important t o  note at t h i s  juncture that the study area beglue 

400 miles nor th  of the 49th p a r a l l e l ,  that it; settlaart i. a 20th 

ury phebounoa, and that the wcio-cul tural  s ign i f icance  of tbe 

tbe  i t d y  a rea  at- @a a t t i t u d e s  dCQe10ped 

ab l e  and p o l i t i c a l l y  m p h h t i c a t e b  
- 

s i t u a t i o ~ . .  Theme f a c t o r s  .bould a l e  ao t ing  t h a t  

settlcrent in Alberta ensued from th 
(B +--- ' 

The p r i r a ry  p r o b l a  faced by the  -Ion government f o r  e e t t l i n g  t b L -  

land rrs the  question of -re t o  ge t  t h e  people t o  f i l x  in the t e r r i t o r y .  
\ Y 

This p r o b l a  v a  mlved  through tbe govcn rcn t ' s  r i g r a t i o n  policy. - =- ?. 

ImQrmt settlers ita t be  United S ta tes ,  central and eo&&rn Europe camd 

6 m 
ee t ab l i sh  i t r  suzerainty.  - 

~kcCregur ,  perhaps bettar thm any o ther  perm, hu d p e l o p d  t he  
a- 

! 
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+ 
conceptual essence of the "public lands policy" and bow i t  Influenced 

- I l g r a t i o n  a d  settlamt in Alberta.' Ee suggested that three of tbe 
< 
'earliest groups came to  Alberta f l ee ing  persecution, and t h w  m e  the .. 

1 " 

Mo- from the United S ta t e s  in 1886, the  Gerrans from Russia-4 hatria 

I in 1889, a d  the -rely pressed Ukrainians f r a  t h e i r  ances t ra l  lands In 
, - 

Galicia  and Bulunripa in 1895. Others, MacGregor suggested, csle t o  Alberta 

in the  bope t ha t  the new land -1d give them grca te r  scope f o r  their t a l en t s ,  .. - 

notably the la rge  in f lux  of Scandioavians i n  1892 a d  1893, the Parry- 
* 

Sounders in 1892, the  Prench. in  1891, a d  the Anglo-Saxons who seesingly 

j u s t  d r i f t ed  in tobhelp design the c u l t u r a l  w s a i c  tH is Alberta. 

The 'rant Gerraas who arr ived in 1889 were advised t o  t r y  t h e i r  . 
luck on the dry and t r e e l e s s  p la ins  a t  Dumore near W i c i n e  Hat (see 

~ igu;e  13). They had been given a11 the land they desired -- r i les of i t  
h 

ready t o  plough, and f r e e  of s t i c k  o r  strop.  This group moved In  a body t o  

the lands of g rea te r  r a i n f a l l  around -nton a f t e r  two years  of l i t t l e  o r  . 

8 
no r a i n f a l l  in the Pedicine E a t  area.  4 

. 
!kcGregor is w e t  eloquent in describing the Ukrainian l m i g r a t i o n s  

t o  Alberta. J3e recounts t h a t  Ivan Pylppov and Uasyl Eleniak were the fore- 
Z 

runners, and t h a t  Joseph OlesLrov bent a11 h i s  ene&ies towards peopling 

Canada's p r a i r i e s  with hi# compatriots. For t he  f lavor ,  one of his passages 

i s  w r t h  quoting a t  length. Pylypov, Elenlak, and 'Oleslrov were . - 

... the  forerunners of t b o u d o  of t h e i r  k i d ,  wbo 
li h g  the wooded lands of the Saskatchewan va l ley ,  - --.- - - - - c k  t o  subdue and t o  love tba. Ever onward t* j - pressed, f i l l i n g  th Beaverhill Creek, f lowiog+..oyer 

---\ 

tbe  f l a t  lads. around Beaverhill I&.e and Whitford 
r m i n g  over th r i c h  la& of the Willingdon 

country, be- their vay i n t o  t W  f o r e s t  along the 
south bank of the Saskatchevan Biver and hacktng 
t h e i r  vay i n t o  th uoods north of it. Over Eagle ta i l  . . . they scrambled. The Snipe ,and th Snake h i l l s  
scarcely slackened t b e i r  stride. hither did the 
stony, glaciated lands be twen the V e t r i l l o n  River 
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Figure 13 .  The Settleoent Crescent, 1906* 
C 
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and the  mighty Saskatchewan around ~ l a i n ~ ~ a k e  a d  
Beauvallon, nor t h e  sandy sitee of Slawa Creek, nor 
even the  long g l a c i a l  gouges around a l e ,  Landoa 
and Raft Lakes. U n t i l  1905 nothing could s t o p  t h i n  
i n f l u x  of people devoted t o  t h e  s o i l  and e x u l t i n g  in 
ob ta in ing  i t  f r e e  of monetary cos t s .  They o a l y  
stoppkd then because s e t t l e r s  of Anglo-Saxon s t o c k  
had worked w e s t  from the  Lloydminster Barr Colony 
and nor th  from t h e  new rai lway passing through 
Vermilion and had taken t h e  land f a r t h e r  Cast. 

@ - 

The most numerous Scandinavian co lon ies  were r e c r u i t e d  l a r g e l y  from 

*ir European homelands. Some of these ,  however, ve re  r e c r u i t e d  from t h e  

United S t a t e s .  These immigrants s e t t l e d  near  Olds, and took up nea r ly  t h r e e  

hundred square mi les  east of Wetaskiwin (see  Figure 13) .  

The group of Anglo-Saxons who turned their backs on t h e  poor Ontario 

l ands  and moved t o  Alber ta  were c a l l e d  t h e  Parry Sounders, according t o  

MacGregor. They a r r i v e d  i n  the  sp r ing  of 1892 and chose t h e  lands  e a s t  of 

Edmonton f o r  se t t l ement .  Many more Parry Sounders s e t t l e d  i n  between 

Edmonton and Lloydminster between 1892 and 1894. I t  was these  Parry Sounders 

who kept the  r e l a t i v e l y  well-off NQfpiegians from Minnesota and he Dakotas 

contained around Viking (see  Figure 13).  
> 

MacGregor s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  of Father  Morin's French c o l o n i s t s  

passed through Edmonton i n  1891,  and t h a t  the  convoy cons i s t ed  of twelve 

wagons bringing s ix ty - f ive  lmaigrants  t o  the  v i c i n i t y  of S t .  Albert  vhere 

land had been reserved.  Bovever, Vogelesang has suggested t b t  while t h i s  
7 

a r e a  was pr imar i ly  s e t t l e d  by French-speaking peoples,  t h e r e  a r e  "no 

recognized pre-planned groups of French s e t t l e r s  [ i n ]  the M r i n v i l l e  

d i s t r i c t ,  [and] many vere  a t t r a c t e d  t h e r e  s o l e l y  because t h e r e  were o the r  

French-speaking s e t t l e r s  a l r eady  the re .  "lo Whatever t h e  a c t u a l  s t o r y  of t h e  

i n i t i a l  se t t l ement  process  of the  French-speaking. people is, MacGregor is  

c l e a r  i n  h i s  s ta tements  regarding t h e i r  o r i g i n s :  Quebec, France,  Belgium 

and Michigan. 
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McGregor s a y s  t h a t  group settlerent i 8  easier t o  r e c o r u t r u c t  t han  

i n d i v i d u a l  fami ly  s e t t l e m e n t .  Ac tua l ly  t h e s e  f ami ly  groups,  mainly of 

Anglo-Saxon o r i g i n ,  who came i n  laden  v i t h  l i t t l e  more than  c h e e r f u l  

op t  h i m ,  -re far more nwnemua thrm tho group s e t t l ~ s  of&r ethnic 

b a c k g d .  Thi s  f a c t o r  is s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  i t  is  p a r t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  

e l l e f s  developed by many persons r ega rd ing  t h e  environment 's  

\ 

p r o p e n s i t i e s .  # 

I n d i v i d u a l s ,  i nd iv id ,ua l  f a m i l i e s ,  and group s e t t l e r s  came under t h e  

p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  "publ ic  l a n d s  pol icy ."  MacGregor i n t r o d u c e s  myth and 

f o l k l o r e  i n t o  t h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  when he c l a ims  t h a t  a l l  t h e  s e t t l e r s  followed 

t h e  rai lway.  That is, 

In t h e  sou th ,  b e f o r e  t hey  began s l i c i n g  up t h e  
sod and p i l i n g  i t  up t o  form t h e  w a l l s  and r o o f s  
of t h e i r  f i r s t  house, t hey  n a t u r a l l y  went on ly  a s  
f a r  from t h e  r a i lways  a s  they  need t o  go. I n  t h e  
n o r t h ,  l i k e w i i e  gnawing t h e i r  way i n t o  t h e  t imber 
and b u i l d i n g  t h e i r  shacks  wi th  logs ,  they  pushed 
back from t h e  r a i lway  on ly  a s , f a r  a s  t h e  n e a r e s t  
vacant q u a r t e r .  11 

Thi s  i s  an u n f o r t u n a t e  b i t  of f o l k l o r e  t h a t  is p a t e n t l y  un t rue .  There were 

no g r a n t s  of land f o r  r a i l w a y s  n o r t h  of township 60 i n  n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a ,  

and t h e  Canadian Nat iona l  Railway l i n e  & a d d  Athabaeca a  f u l l  year  af t e r  

t h e  peak of homestead c l a i m a n t s  i n  1911. The Albe r t a  and Great Waterways 

Railway l i a e  (now known a s  Northern Al a  Railways) d i d  not  reach  Lac La "Y 
Biche u n t i l  about  1919. The most u n f o r t u n a t e  a s p e c t  of t h i s  m y t h a k i n g  is 

t h a t  k c G r e g o r  c l e a r 1  $c o n t r a d i c t s  i t  whea he c o r r e c t l y  shows that t h e  

Canadian Northern Railway l i n e  headed " i n t o  the  Redwater River  Val ley  and 

I n  t h e  sand h i l l s  nea r  Clyde, c r o s s i n g  t h e  he igh t  of land between t h e  

Saskatchewan River  and t h e  Athabasca 

v a l l e y  t o  follow the homesteaders 60 
3 

Gatersheds ,  i t  s e t  down t h e  Tawatinaw 

Athaba8k.a Lading: "I2 (Emphasis added).  



C l i f f o r d .  S i f  t o n ,  vho was 'appointed m i n i s t e r  of t h e  i n t e r i o r  by sir 

W i l f r i d  Laur ie r  i n  1897, was i n  charge  of Canada'$ "publ ic  l a n d s  pol icy"  

and i ts  M i g r a t i o n  p o l i c y  s imul taneous ly .  " H i s  p o l i c y  w a s  a  s i n g l e -  

minded d r i v e  t o  f i l l  t h e  West w i th  h i g r a n t s  f r m  any coun t ry  where he 

could draw them."13 Under S iT ton ' s  guidance,  t h e  popu la t ion  

r o s e  from about  30,000 i n  1895 t o  more than  73,000 i n  1901. 

. had corae t o  s e t t l e  on t h e  l a n d ,  and e ighty- four  percent  v e r e  

r u r a l .  

The s tudy  a r e a ,  however, was f a r  from t h e  mainstream of 

of A lbe r t a  

The h i g r a n t s  

c l a s s e d  a s  

t h i s  s e t t l e - '  

ment a c t i v i t y  which was engineered by S i f t o n ' s  immigration and land  p o l i c i e s .  

The northernmost a r c  of s e t t l e m e n t  by 1906 co inc ided  roughly wi th  t h e  zone 

where t h e  c l i m a t i c  base f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  changes f o r  t h e  worse -- t h e  North - 
Saskatchewan River a s  i t  f lows  from Edmonton. F igure  1 3  i l l u s t r a t e s  where 

-3 

t h e  bulk  of s e t t l e m e n t  was loca t ed  i n  1906, and i t  d b o n s t r a t e a  t h e  degr-&e - 
t o  which s e t t l e r s  had pushed beyond t h e  no r the rn  boundary f o r  s u c c e s s f u l  - 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduct ion .  <; 

A g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e r s ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  v e r e  pas s ing  through t h e  s tudy  

a r e a  a t  Athabaska LandingA- by 1900 on t h e i r  yay t o  the:Grande P r a i r i e  and 
. 4  - .., 8: 1 5  i 

Peace Rivei r areas."- One of t h e  reasoixp thqt-  no s e t t l e m e n t  w a s  t ak ing  

p l a c e  i n  t h e  ~ t h a g a s c a  a r e a  a t  t h a t  t ime was because t h e  Northwest-Hudson's 

Bay Company c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  Landing. * ~ t h a b a s k a  Landing w a s  a major break-of-  
, 

bulk  and important  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t r e  f o r  t h e  f u r  

t r a d e .  l6 It  was a  b u s t l i n g  trans-shipment and nav iga t ion  depo t ,  and t h e  

Cumpany o f f i c i a l s  were h o s t i l e  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e r s .  The,Hudeon's Bay 

-- Company occupied t h e  s i t e  on i h i c h  t h e  connnercial c e n t r e  of t h e  TOM of 
.* 

i 

Athabasca is  a t  p r e s e n t  l o c a t e d  ( s e e  F e u r e s  14 avld 1 5  f o r  a r e a l  comparisons).  r 



Figure 1 4 .  The Hudson's Ray Company Rese 1 e ,  1908* 

H.B. Co's  

Reserve - 

*Source: Plan of Township 66 Range 22 West.of the  Fourth Meridian. 



Figure 15. The T o m  of Athahasca, 1970* 

"Source: Cadastral Hap of Athabaeca Country, 1970. 



b 

a t t a i n i n g  f r e e  g r a n t s  of land i n  t h e  s tudy a r e a ,  however. By t h e  tine 

r\ t h e  f i r s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  settlers were passing through t h e  Landing, t h e  

\ township had been surveyed and pla txed twice,  yea r s  j i f o r e  t h e r e  was a 

> ' 

f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  co lon iza t ion  i n  nor theas t  Alber ta  'a 
d Much of the  a c t i v i t y  regarding land i n  tpe s tudy a r e a  centered  around 

/ t h e  o r d e r l y  surveying and p l a t t i n g  of the  t o  f u l f i l l  t h e  d i c t a t e s  of 
I 

, the "public  la-olicy." By t h e  time Joseph M. Waamer f i l e d  a homestead . * 
claim on June 7 ,  1905 f o r  t h e  southeas t  q u a r t e r  of t i o n  6 Township 66, "9 
Range 22  West of t h e  Fourth Meridian, the  township had been surveyed on four  

d i f f e r e n t  occasions.  l7 Each township, though o u t s i d e  t h e  mainstream of 

se t t l ement  dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  per iod ,  had been p l a t t e d  by 1909 (see  Figure 

16).  This  meant t h a t  these  who came seeking f r e e  g r a n t s  of land,  well  

beyond t h e  margins f o r  success fu l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  production,  would have t h e i r  
d t 

tenure  r i g h t s  guaranteed by the  n a t i o n a l  government. 

The important item here  is  t h e  development of. a  p a r t i c u l a r  psychology 

r e s u l < i n g  from the  government's guarantee coupled wi th  favorable  r e p o r t s  

c\ 
about t h e , p r o d u c t i v i t y  of the  nor theas t  Alber ta  environment. S e t t l e r s  i n  

Y 

r e l a t i v e l y  more favorab le  c l i m a t i c  zones, such a s  Mission Lac La Biche, 

\ were t o  some degree re spons ib le  f o r -  the  development of a t t i t u d e s  surrounding 
I-' ', 

the  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  connnercial success.  

ENTICING FOLK TO THE STUDY AREq - PROPAGANDA 

Nearly a l l  s e t t l ement  i n  nor theas t  A l b e r ~ a  occurred du t ing  the  

twen t i e th  century ,  but t h e r e  was pome se t t l ement  i n  the  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of 

t h e  study a r e a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  government's "public  lands  pol icy ."  The 

a t t i t u d e s  of the  Hudson's Bay Company o f f i c l a $ s ,  notwithstanding,  the  
*. ., . 

e a r l y  h i s t o r y  of se t t l ement  i n  the  a r e a  is ?g$ociated wi th  t h e  growth of 

the    om an Cathol ic  church i n  the  Lac La Biche a r e a  southward t o  Sa in t  





Paul (des  d i e ) .  
C 

The only r e a l  coloniz ing agent  i n  t h e  s tudy area, before  t h e  a r r i v a l  . 
,. of t h e  settlers i n  t h i s  century;was t h e  church, i.e., 

The s t a r t  of a g r i c u l t u r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  d a t e s  f r  & *  

b 

t he  e s t a b l i s h e n t  of Lac La Biche Hiss ion  i n .  
1853.,The o r i g i n a l  e f f o r t s  were d i r e c t e d  towards 
the  Metis  populat ion i n  an e f f o r t  t o  settle t h e  
roving bands Left  behind pa t h e  P l a i n s  by t h e  

' 

d e c l i n e  of t h e  f u r  t r ade .  

A g r i c u l t u r a l  succeeses  around t h e s e  missions a r e  no tab le  because they 

aroused in o the r  persons p o s i t i v e  expec ta t ions  of t h e  environment f o r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  production,  e .g . ,  "The success of these  farms was such 

they acquired a r e p u t a t i o n  a s  an ' u n f a i l i n g  supply of wheat, both f o r  t h e  

Cathol ic  missions of t h e  a r e a ,  and f o r  genera l  use  '. "19 Horack 8uggesi'ed 

t h a t  " the  explanat ion  of t h i s  extremely favourable-view seems t o  l i e  i n  

t h e  f a c t  t h a t  the  Mission l ands  were r i g h t  down on t h e  l ake  

experienced milder  c l i m a t i c  condi t ions .  1120 

It is  not poss ib le  t o  gauge wi th  accuracy t h e  in f luence  of t h e  ) 

r e p o r t s  from the  miss ions  a s  propaganda, .a f fec t ing  t h e  cons iousness  of d 
s e t t l e r s  i n  the  twen t i e th  cen tu ry ,  but t h e r e  wag undoubtedly some inf luence .  

I t  i s  l ikewise  impossible t o  determine t o  what degree f r i e n d s  and r e l a t i v e s  

h ve been respons ib le  f o r  motivat ing o t h e r s  t o  par take  of f r e e  landa i n  1 
nor theas t  Alberta.  There were no g r e a t  wars, except f o r  t h e  Boer War 

(1899-1900), d i s p l a c i  

and t h e r e  seems t o  have 

a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  marginal 

persons 

Wn 
areas .  

\ 

r 

may have been i n • ’  l u e n t  i a l  . ye 

on a grand s c a l e  a t  the t u r n  of t h e  century ,  
\ 

good economic reason f o r  s e t t l i ~  these - 

Therefore,  some s o r t  of propaganda.effect  
\ 

fol lowing s e c t i o n  examines t h e  r o l e  of 

propaganda, tha*, information that might induce people t o  come t o  north-, 
* *' * 

e a s t  Alber ta  -- t h e  production of v h i c h ~ o m i n a t e d '  by the  people of  . 



Adver t ie ing 

r 

\ / 

It is of i n t e r e s t  t o e n o t e  t h a t  by 1926 t h e  t o t a l  of settlers 

i n  t h e  P r a i r i e s  Provinces from the  United S t a t e s  was only s l i g h t l y  fever  

b 

than that of a l l  t h e  idrnigrants who had a r r ived  k o m  c e n t r a l ,  southern,  
, 

and e a s t e r n  Europe combined. 21 This  was no doubt a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  Cl i f fo rd  

S i f t o n ' s  imnigrat ion p o l i c i e s  r e g a r d i n g c t h s e  who would most l i k e l y  be 

mccesef  u l  i n  a canad i a n  con t e x t .  ' ~ u m e r o u s ~ i n n n i ~ r a t  ion  agencies  had been 

. opened in fhe  United s t a t e s ,  Great B r i t a i n ,  and t h e  Continent of ~ u r o p e  by 

1901. L i t e r a t u r e  a d v e r t i s i n g  .the " a t t r a c t i o n s  of t h e  Canadian West was 
- 7 

s c a t t e r e d  broadcast ;. f r e e  f)nd f o r  t h e  fanners  and prof i t a b l e  eh~ loyment  -for. 
/ - . . 

. the  l abore r  became t h e  inducemen-ts t o  a t t r a c t  people t o  Canada. 
22 

p r o m o t i o n a l . l i t e r a t i r e ,  l o c a l  newspapers 

(such a s  Athabasca) proclaimed 

\ -  t h e  l i m i t l e s s  e>onomic opportun ies a v a i l a b l e  & t h i n  t h e i r  a reas .  A t .  
- -  f 

Athabasca, f o r  example, the  appeared on January 7 ,  1911: 
0 

I f  you a r e  th inking about inves t ing  i n  t e a l  e s t a t e  
anywhere, o r  th inking of going i n t o  b u s i n e s s ~ i n  any 
new t o w d o  not make any move before w r i t i n g  f o r  
information about Athabaska Landing. T h h  dbmands 
more navigable water than any o the r  town i n  Canada. 
It has n a t u r a l  gas. It has  c o a l  a l l  around i t  wi th in  
ten  m i l e s .  It fS ' located i n  t h e  beet  farming country 
i n  t h e  w e s t ,  nbt excepting Peace River. 2 3 

I '  

The i n i t i a l  t a r g e t  f o r  en r e p r e n & r i a l  &lent '  a t  Ath baska ~ a n z n ~  2 9 
was connnerce and t r ade .  Af ter  a l l ,  Athabaska Landing had served a s  a t r ans -  

\ 
shipment depot and d i s t r i b u t i o n  c e n t r e  - s ince  1883, and a t  t h e - t u r n  o'f ttie 

\ 

century t h e  people envisioned t h a t  i t  could 'wel l  become t h e  dominant s e r v i c e  

c e n t r e  f o r  t h e  nor th .  Indeed, .undocumented ropo&s have suiges ted  that t h e  
i 

w o p l e  of Athabasca en te r t a ined  'hopes of havlnk t h e  c a p i t a l  of t h e  province 

located  on the banks of the  Athabasca River. 4 



The &i i .c i ty  Comaittee of t h e  Athabaaha Landing Board of  T r d e  

a pamphlet in 1910, which d e ~ o n s t r a t e d  t h a t  

By d iv id ing  t h e  Province of Alber ta  i n t d  Northern 

f / and Southern d i s t r i c t s  i t  dl1 be .found &hat - 
Athabaska Landing is s i t u a t a  j u s t  t w m t f - f i v e  
miles n o r t h  of such a d i v i s i o n a l  l i n e ,  and on t h e  
Athabasce River. This  n a t u r a l  p o s i t i o n  makes 
Athabaska Landing t h e  enFrance t o  the  nor the rn  
country e i t h e r  by t ra i l  o r  waterway. A l l  roads  t o  
the  n o r t h  and t h e  famous "Last Great West," commence / 
a t  Athabaska Landing apd i n  a very s h a r t  t ime s t e e l  
r a i l s  w i l l  a l s o  run northward from here.25 

The pamphlet continued,  a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  

4 The eyes of t h e  e n t i r e  world a r e  a t  e sen t  turned Q 
t o  westejn Canada i n  genera l  and Alber ta  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r  and more p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  Nor thern-Alber ta .  
Why is t h i s  d i s t r i c t  r ece iv ing  so much a t t e n t i o n ?  

I 

Because t h e  incoming a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  and ranchers  
a r e  looking f o r  homes, t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  f o r  new f i e l d s  
of investment,  t h e  p rospec to r s  f o r  new undeveloped 
t e r r i t o r y ,  t h e  manufacturets  f o r  new markets ,  t h e  
w h o l e s a l e r s , f o r  new d i s t r i b u t i n g  c e n t r e s ,  t h e  t o u r i s t  
f o r  new scenes  of wild grandeur,  t h e  l aboure r s  f o r  
s teady employment, t h e  farm hands f o r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  b 

t o  o b t a i n  t h e  fundamental p r i n c i p l e s  of success fu l  
farming, t h e  younger people f o r  a young country and 
the  o l d e r  people f o r  .pleasant  c l imate .  A l l  t h e s e  
c l a s s e s  w i l l  f i n d  such oppor tuni t4es  I n  Athabaska 
Landing and immediate v i c i n i t y . 2 6  , % 

The propaganda extoll 'irig t h e  v i r t u e s  of b e a r e a  by t h e  Board of Trade, 
d 

however, was preceded by t h e  p u b l i c a t i o n  of t h e  u r n  Light, Athabaa a 
, 

  an ding's f i r s t  newspaper, i n  November of 190B. The Nor8hem Light  marked 
1 

t h e  advent of t h e  c e n t r e ' s  promotional f eve r .  The e d i t o r ,  t h e  Reverend 
r, 

F.W. Moxhay, v.isualized t h e  Landing aa des t ined  t o  become t h e  t r u e  c e n t r e  . 
of t h e  n o r t h  and t h e  Embryonic Babylon of t h e  

\ 

replaced by t h e  Northern N-8 in January of 1909, and t h e  new e d i t o r  ; &. 
. 

J . C .  McQuarrie,.boasted that it was t h e  most n o r t h e r l y  weekly imswpaper 

e a s t  of t h e  Rocky Mountains t o  s e b e  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of Athabaska Landing a n 4  

- 27 
t h e  Last  West. These proghganda developers were thorough1y.convinced t h a t  



4 tho Landing would f lour lsh  as be p r l n q  d b t r i b u t i o n  centre 

and developing nortbem ter r i tory .  -. 

entrepreneurla1 t a l en t  vas .opbt.ticked -gh t o  r u l l z e  that tbe vi l lage ' s  

function a s  a break-af-bulk depot unrld not ~ c e s s a r i l y  encourage rapfd urban 

development. Therefore, tbe loca l  c a p i t a l i s t s  embarked on a course of action 

t o  draw Industry, tradwand comerce northward from the  flourishing centre 

of Edmonton. On the basis of words alone, tbe lbca l  nevspaper, sbortly 

a f t e r  the Board of Trade's pcmrphkt distr ibut ioos,  boldly asserted tbat 
I 

within the near fu ture  Athabatik L a d i n g  would become the th i rd  largest  c i t y  

d 
i n  Alberta. 'The loca l  nevspaper d the' Board of Trade advertised the 

excellent Investment opportunit iesavai lable in th ? "Ith arch 
c&iction that bemy investments in r e a l  e s t a t e  were rsde v i th in  the v i l lage  

and land f a r  removed from t h e  w r e  of settlement was subdivided and sold t o  

unknoving pr iva te  investors. 
f 

'The en t reprkeurs  c i ted  tbc wealth of natural relpurces avaiting private - 

exploi ia t fon ,  a d  t h y  s t r e s d  the irportance of th town a s  a trapsportation 
. , 

centre. Tpmqmrtation became an i a c r e a ~ i n g l y  Important selling point vben . 
the  wing Mken rurm;fed rai lvay access to the  outside markets of the 

world. Id&, t k  1909 a ~ n o u n c ~ ~ n t  that  the CannAlan b r t h e r u  Railvay 

m l d  extend their-llne northward from tforinville t o  the Lading served 

t o  strengthen the p r r n t i o n a l  .patter. Behid every a t t e r p t  t o  lure  capi ta l  

investmest was tbe prorise of a rail comrection t o  the ou t s ide -wr ld .  Tbe . 
boosters scnr Mhabaska I.+% Wcsming the rqilvay centre of central  

Alberta, and tbe inland por t  f o r  over t h r e  t b o u d  m i l e s  of watermy rhich 

&tended nor tbnrd  to the Arctic The Board of T i d e ' s  pmrphkt 

advertised that  

t 



th next fev years  w i l l  see great a c t i v i t y  in ,. 
ra i l road  conmtructfon in this d i s t r i c t .  The 
A. & G.W. rai lway $0 t h e  eamt of here F. already 
under conutruction. Cunstruction w r k  viU sam 

, comence on the edwnrton-Athrbuka ~ s ~ d i n g ~ ~ r a ~ c d  * - - 0 
of t h e  Carzadicrn E a t i d  Bailuay. 'Phis llde 3tY1 
in t b e  near f u t u r e  be extaxied 3 ~ r d e  P r a i r i e  
and Ft.  Ver r i l l ion .  This tmrk -umr a ready 
rarket f o r  the farmers g ra in  and good employlent 
between d i n g  aDd thre!8hhg t i w ~ . ~ ~  i . 

' 
Resisteace t o  t h a t  kind of inducement um14 be d i f f i c u l t  for rany vaguely 

P k 

d i ~ s a t l s f l c d  v i t h  her o r  his economic d i t i o n ,  adsit was t o  the hopes f m  

economic b e t t e w t b a t > t b e  promoters played. 

The di'scuvery of coal .nd gas in the  Athabasca a rea  prompted tbe  
1 

promoters t o  p red ic t  tb.t the l .andhg would be a f l ou r i sh ing  Mustrial . , 
mecca, because gas  warr v a s  tbe  source of c h e a p , ~ e r  f o r  l i gh t ing  and 

f u e l  f o r  the  an t ic ipa ted  ipdus t r les .  Of tbe unt ic ipated ipdwtrles f o r  the  

tm, a f i s h  prgcessing p l an t ,  a pulp m i l l ,  lumber mills, b r i ck  and c-t 
i' 

f ac to r i e s ,  and f l o u r  r i l ls,  only crro sau-rilling f i rms were establ ished.  
5 

In  the  case of lurbcrlng, 'tbe 'boosters ignored ob jec t ive  r e a l i t y  by 8eclsr1.n~ 

t h a t  the tirbcr temmrces W e  as yet  onl; been toucbed owing t o  tbe  lack of 
Y 8 ,- 

an ou ts ide  mark: This p ~ o & c ~ t  was issued even though r e p u t e d  fo re s t  
7. 

,zP I 

f i r e s  had leve l led  o t  sevmrely charred tbe  be t t e r  stande of spruce and 
-* 

C 
C 

The a i r  of o p t l r i r  plpjected.%g the p b t e r s  w a s  occas io lu l ly  
t 

challenged by tbose c i t i z e a s  of t h e  town a d  d i s t r i c t  vho accused the  l oca l  

boosters  of pboaey adver t is ing.  Tbese c r j t i c s  suggested t h a t  the  real e s t a t e  
9 -- 

rm were g u i l t y  of i n f l a t i n g  property v a l k ,  a d  crea t ipg  advprbyi rpress ioru  
. 

about the! tovnsfolk those wbo had beem mulcted in these  r e a l  e s t a t e  -. 
=hares, f o r  people vbo purchased l o t 8  through t h e  rails f o d  upon, 

,y ' CI- 

iaspection".~that tbey hod made (1 bad investment and l e f t  the town disgrunt led.  

Abait aren vss the c ry  of t b e  promoters, because " ... i f  there  a r e  any places  



on the  map -re na ture  intended a c i t y  t h i s  10 one of t h a .  ,,30 + 

9 
Tbe promotion of an ag r i cu l tu r a l l y  based ecoaory vas initially adjunct 

t o  c-rce and t h e .  ~ ~ ~ v e v e r ,  when t he  f i r s t  c e r ea l  grab had been grown 

successful ly  in the a rea ,  tbe po ten t i a l  i o r  an a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  based ecctlkmy 

was pursued with w less vigor than tbe  promotion of commerce a d  t rade.  The - - 
Nolcthern iVms hai led t h e  Atbbasca  a rea  as the a g r i c u l t u r a l  garden district 

of c e n t r a l  Alberta. Tbe Board o'f Trade's pcrmphtet adver t ised t h a t  "heding 
I 

w a s  c-enced t h i s  year in March - g r a b  has been s m  here,  t he  last week 
"2 ; .' 

i n  Hay &-'fully matured and ripclldd before the  f i r s t  f r o ~ t ' ~ ~ ~ a l 1 .  This 

is a long range of seedlng t ine .  ,131 , 

The "garden d i s t r i c t  myth" is a t  least one bas i s  f o r  the  development 

of the marginal a g r i c u l t u r a l  character  of northeast  Alberta. The Burthern 

News w a s  responsible f o r  developing, propagating, and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g  

the  myth,of the region 's  prpduct ivi ty;  on the bas i s  of the  1910 y ie lds ,  
\ 

the  Athabasca promoters were convinced thh t  the growing q u a l i t i e s  of the  ' 

the  d i s t r i c t  t h a t  was superior t o  t h a t  grown i n  the  
\ 

cen t r a l  par t  of the Province. With the  successful  crop r epo r t s  of 1910, 

t h e  ed i to r  of the  Northern h b s  encouraged 
i- 

P 

. .. both t he  incoaing and es tabl ished homestead 
en t r an t s  ... t o  grov vheat,  the  crop tha t  w u l d  
"Boa the  Landing." The newly signed Reciprocity 
Treaty between Canada and the  United S t a t e s  and 
the  p r a i s e  of a r a i l vay  linkage were fu r the r  
incent ives  t o  r a i s e  &at  vhich could now be 
sold competitively on the  "free market" t h r o u g w t  
t he  ~ r l d . ~ *  

Even though the  Board of Trade advertised "several  va l l eys  i n  the  

d i s t r i c t  that a r e  e s p e c i a l l y ~ s u i t a b l e  f o r  r i r e d  f a r ~ i d g , " ~ ~  the  claim of the 

N o r t b r n  New8 was t h a t  "the beet wheat country i n  the  w e s t  . . . surrounded 

Athabaska W i n g .  "34 On the basis of one successful  crop year (1910) the  

Borthern Be~18 boldly asser ted  t b a t  tbe  choicest  s o i l  ex i s ted  i n  each of t he  



-. 
4 

card ina l  d i r ec t i ons  from the  town's centre.  Stone has c l e a r l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  

the force  of this i n s t i t u t i o n a l  rhe to r i c ,  i . e . ,  such h$ghly generalized 

statements about the  productiveness of the envir-t from one crop year 

'I... were completely divorced from r e a l i t y ,  yet t h q  served t o  i n s t i t 2  

optimism i n  the future of  QgricuZtumZ se t t tmpz t  i n  tk area. ( h p h a s i s  

added ) . 
A c r i t i c a l  examination of the  Board of ~ r a d e ' s  pcmrphkt and the  

lor them h k ? ~ '  propaganda b l i t zk r i eg  demons t ra tp  conclusively that . . t he  

promoters' iZZwia of grandeur f b r  Athabasca was based on th; p robabi l i ty  

of railway l i n b g e s .  The ,pot ivators  of c a p i t a l  investment envisioned the  

day when Athabasca would be the  d i s t r i b u t i o n  focus f o r  a l l  of northern 

Canada, i . e . ,  Athabadca would function a s  the key railway cen t re  f o r  a l l  

goods and se rv ices  t o  and from the  north. 

Opinions d i f f e r  a s  t o  whether railways followed s e t t l e r s  or i f  railways 

were responsible f o r  settlement*. It i s  l i k e l y  t ha t  e i t h e r  of these  could 

have been the  case,  ne i ther ,  o r  both. While i t  is  possible  t o  i den t i fy  
-'. *- \ some of the inf luences  of t he  Canadian Pac i f ic  Ra i lw~y  i n  eoutbern Alberta - 

on sett lement pa t t e rns  and processes with some degree of accuracy, the  r o l e  
. 

of railways i n  c e n t r a l  and nor theast  Albe t a  is much more complex than \ 
s imp l i s t i c  a sc r ip t i ons  would have us believe. Indeed, one of the  s a l i e n t  . 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of railway building and operations i n  c e n t r a l  and northeast  

Alberta is the  r o l e  of l e g i s l a t i v e  po l i t i c s , 36  which, f o r  t he  most pa r t ,  were 

\ completely divorced f r m  the  need of farmers t o  ge t  t h e i r  produce t o  r i d e r  

markets. The next sec t ion ,  therefore ,  examines the  r o l e  of railways t h a t  

were envisioned, those t h a t  came t o  be, and some r e s u l t s  of the  coming of 
4 

the  ra i l roads .  



RAILMYS IN NOIlTBEAST ALWR~A 

The Dominion government ceased the  grant ing of land t o  railway companies 

* in 1893 -- years before the  eystematic p l a t t i n g  of each towaship i n  t h e  study 

area  fo r  sett lement.  There were, consequently, no g ran t s  of land f o r  raXl- 1 

road construct ion in northeast  Alberta. The Alberta and Great Waterways e 
I 

Railway (Ar,  & G.W.R. ) l i n e ,  which reached Waterways (Port McPhrray) i n  
I 

1924, 37 was ;he most s i gn i f i can t  roadbed constructed through the  s e t t l e d  

por t ions  of the study area .  - The A. 6 G.W.R. was not constructed f o r  the  

pur ose  of helping a g r i c u l t u r a l  settlers get  t h e i r  p uce t o  wider m a r k e t s .  P "pd , 
Its cmpletion gave t he  Edmonton c a p i t a l i s t s  access t o  t h  hear t  of t h e  f . - b  

asca o i l  sands and other  resources of the  north.  

The Alberta l eg i s l a tu re ,  i n  1909, pursuing a popular pol icy,  guaranteed 

over twenty-five mil l ion d o l l a r s  f o r  the  Canadian Northern, Grand Trunk 

Pac i f ic ,  and A. 6 G.W.R. companies t o  construct  1,761 m i l e s  of feeder l i n e s  . 
t o  connect with the  trans-continent81 l i n e s  that would pass through 

Edmonton. 38 While t h i s  policy had spec i a l  implications f o r  northern develop- 

ment, the  promoters of Athabasca assured themselves t ha t  these appropriations 

s p e c i f i c a l l y  m an ixmninent r i s e  i n  the prosper i ty  of the  town because 

of i t s  spec ia l  a t i on  on the  banks of t he  Athabasca River. % 
~ h S C d s  e l  no A d e n c e  t h a t  t he re  w e r e 4 p r w t e r s  promoting the  eas tc rp  

\ 

part  of the: study a lpa  around Lac La Biche f o r  se t t lement ,  t rade ,  o r  r a i l -  
W 

S c a  p r w t e r s ,  however, envisioned access t o  a t  l e a ~ t  s i x  road*. The . 
.d 

railway cbnnect ' \(I) The Trans-~anada Pac i f i c  and Hudson's bay Railway 
\- 

Company had al legedly planned t o  construct  a r a i l  l i n e  through Athabasca 

from Hudson's Bay t o  the  Peace River country; ( 2 )  The Canadian Pac i f i c  
. . 

Railway had supposedly proposed an extension from Wilkie and Lloydminster t o  

the  town; (3) The Canadian Northern Railway was supposed t o  be in the  process 



of bu i ld ing  a l i n e  from North Ba t t l e fo rd  t o  Athabaaca i n  1911; (4) The 
,. * 

Edmonton Dunvegan and B r i t i s h  Columbia. Railway (E.D. & B. C. R. ) was supposed 

t o  pass  through Athabasca a s  t h e  t r a c k s  were completed from Edmonton t o  t h e  

Peace River a rea ;  (5) Athabasca was a s s e r t e d l y  t o  be connected wi th  t h e  

A. 6 G.W.R. t o  t h e  east of t h e  town; and (6) The Canadian Northern Railway 

l i n e  was purpor tedly  t o  be completed from Morinvi l le  t o  Athabasca t o  g i v  

the  town its t h i r d  r a i l  l i n k  wi th  Edmonton. 39, 40 

Only t h r e e  of t h e  s i x  ra i lway l i n e s  envisioned by t h e  promoters of 

Athabasca came i n t o  e x i s t e n c e ,  and only  one of t h e s e  came t o  t h e  town. The 

- E.D. 6 B.C.R. l i n e  t h a t . w a s  being b u i l t  t o  t h e  town of Peace River from 
* 

Edmonton reached Ui r ro r  Landing (Smith),  f i f t y - s i x  m i l e s  northwest of 

t h e  Athabasca promoters' dream spo t ,  i n  1914. The t r a c k  had followed a 

north-northwest pathway along the  Pembina and Athabasca Rivers ,  by-p&8ing 

the  town of A t h a b ~ s c a  by many m i l e s .  41 The E.D. 6 B.C.R. reached the  t o m  

2. 
of Peace River i n  1916, and t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the  rai lway was respons ib le  

f o r  t h e  c r e a t i o n  and development of one town -- High P r a i r i e .  The 

Athabasca promoters thought t h e  i n i t i a l  l i n e  of t h e  A. 6 G.W.R. l i n e  would 

be extended northeastward from t h e i r  t o m ,  but they were wrong again.  The 

rou te  s k i r t e d  t h e  a r e a  e n t i r e l y  a s  $t passed through Lac La Biche (see  

P$gure 17) .  The Canadian Northern Railway's extens ion from Morinvi l le  was 

the  on ly  l i n e  t o  reach t h e  town of Athabasca, i n  November of 1911, and t h a t  

was not  enough of a stimulus t o  genera te  t h e  p & h  t h a t  t h e  promoters had 

envisioned.  S ix ty-f ive  yea r s  a f t e r  i t s  completion, t h e  town of Athabasca 

waa in danger of l o s i n g  t h i s  ra i lway l i n e  ( see   appendix'^). 

It i s  u n l i k e l y ,  then,  t h a t  t h e  ra i lway inf luenced se t t l ement  i n  north- 

e a s t  Alberta.  This  p i c t u r e  is c l e a r  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of Athabasca, but  is 

much less c l e a r  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of t h e  s tudy a rea .  The sett lers i n  t h e  
?. 



Figure 1 7 .  Transportation Route? t o  Fort McMurray from the Study Area 
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e a s t e r n  p o r t i o n  of t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  came i n  t h e  1930 ' s ,  and p obably  
I 2 

because of g r e a t e r  r a i n f a l l  r a t h e r  t han  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  p r e sence  i n  - 
came 

t h e  area. 

Th i s  l a t t e r  s e t t l e m e n t  r e s u l t e d  from i n t e r n a l  mig ran t s  from the s o u t h e r n  

p a r t  of t h e  province  who had been "d r i ed  ou t"  i n  t h e  P a l l i s e r  T r i a n g l e .  
42 

The next  s e c t i o n  examines t h e  "push-pull" f a c t o r s  of  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h i s  

adve r se  a g r i c u l t u  a 1  r e g i o n  t o  gauge more a c c u r a t e l y  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  7 .  
psychology of thtd f o l k  i n  n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a .  

* 

THE "PUSH-PULL" FACTORS FOR SETTLEMENT I N  NORTHEAST ALBERTA 

Aside from propaganda e x t o l l i n g  t h e  v i r t u e s  of  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a ,  t h e  

environment held a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  n a t u r a l  a t t r a c t i o n s ,  o r  p u l l  f a c t o r s ,  f o r  

d i f f e r e n t  groups of people .  For t h e  i n t e r n a l  migran t  se t t ler  from t h e  

P a l l i s e r  T r i a n g l e ,  t h e  a t t r a c t  ion  was adequate  . r A i n f a l l  (wi thout  regard  f o r  

soil  q u a l i t y  and t h e  f r o s t  haza rds ) .  The French Fnmrigrants t o  t h e  s tudy  

a r e a  from Michigan found adequate  ac reage  f o r  expansion (wi thout  regard  

f o r  s o i l  q u a l i t y  and t h e  f r o s t  haza rds ) .  For t h e  o n l y  group of people  t o  

s e t t l e  en  masse dur ing  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e m e n t  pe r iod  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a ,  t h e  

b l a c k s  from Oklahoma, t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  was an environment f r e e  from i n t e n s e  

s o c i a l  h o s t i l i t y  (wi thout  regard  f o r  s o i l  q u a l i t y  and t h e  f r o s t  haza rds ) .  

Z 

S t u d i e s  by Langemann and Stevenson have shorn  t h a t  t h e  f a c t o r s  o f -  

migra t ion4)  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  i n f luenced  by perce ived  t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  set t lers '  

way of l i f e ,  1.e.;  f o r c e s  impinging on t h e  connnuaity o r  'group push them from 

an a r e a .  The fo l l owing  examplee l ook  a t  t h r e e  of t h q s e . p s h - p u l l  s i t u a t i o n s ' .  

I n t e r n a l  Migran ts  

~ o z a c k  found t h a t  uneconomic farms i n  t h e  s i u t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  of t h e  
j 

province  were abandoned du r ing  t h e  1930 ' s  5s a  r e s u l t  of a  s u c c e s e i o n  of 
.i 

"dry years . "  Many of t h e  f a r m e r i r n i g r a t e d  t o  t h e  Beaver  River  a r e a  of no r th -  



\ 

east Alber ta  as refugees.  These i n t e r n a l  migrant6 moved northvard t o  

a r e a s  of higher e f f e c t i v e  p r e c i p i t a t i o n  and cheap o r  f r e e  land. 44 These 

settlers were r e a c t i n g  t o  t h e  adverse weather cond i t ions  of t h e  southeas t  

v i t h o u t  a considera t ion of weather cond i t ions ,  beyond r a i n f a l l ,  i n  north- 

e a s t  -Alberta. 

I t  is easy t o  understand, never the less ,  t h a t  people would be involved 

i n  t h e  "push-pull" s i t u a t i o n  without an understanding of i t s  impl ica t ions .  

Hozack found t h a t  t h e  farm populat ion i n  h i s  s tudy a r e a  increased by 

s i x t y  percent  between 1931 and 1 9 4 1 , ~ ~ '  and t h i s  inc rease  was e s s e n t i a l l y  

based on t h e  not ion t h a t  an a r e a  of g r e a t e r  r a i n f a l l  would e l imina te  t h e  
a 

problems with which t h e  farmers had t o  contend -- droughts -- i n  south- 

e a s t e r n  Alberta.  '. 

The French Imnigrants • ’ r o m b ~ i c h i g a n  

This author was informed t h a t  settlers arounjkPlamondon were from t h e  

United S t a t e s  and spoke French because of t h e  inf luence  of French speakers 

i n  t h e  a r e a  from Quebec. 46 However, i t  i s  k n o i  from o t h e r  sources  t h a t  

t h e  inrmigraqt s e t t l e r s  were French speaking when t h&, a r r i v e d  from Provemont 

(now known a s  Lake Leelanau), Michigan. 
4 7 

! 

Unlike the  i n t e r n a l  migrants  s i t u a t i o n ,  the  reason f o r  t h e  French 

inmigra t ion t o  t h e  Plamondon a r e a  i s  not  c lea r -cu t ,  i .e . ,  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  

movement is not  - c l e a r l y  documented. Ei leen Sehn's cornuni ty  p r o f i l e  of 

v 
Plamondon, however, suggests  t h a t  t h e  farm holdinge were small  i n  t h e  

Provemont a r e a ,  t h e  f a m i l i e s  were l a r g e ,  and t h e r e  was l i t t l e  room f o r  . 
expansion. 

48 
However, the  C h r m  Zogica Z ,  Genea Zogica 2 ,  His tor-ica Ca Zendar 

of Plamundun, ~ l b e r t a ~ '  does not con•’ inn ~ e h n ' s  a s s e r t i o n ,  and so  t h e  

reasons why the  settlers came t o  t h e  Plamondon a r e a  a r e  unclear .  The 

chance t o  acqu i re  160 a c r e s  f o r  t e n  d o l l a r s  might w e l l  have been t h e  



143. 

sc l f f i c i en t  cond i t ion  f o r  p u l l i n g  t h e  &igran t s  t o  n p r t h e a s t  Alberta.  

The Afroamerican Immigrants 

The Afroamerican h i g r a n t s  d i f f e r  from t h e  French and i n t e r n a l  migrants  

i n  t h a t  t h e  blackg were re fugees  f l e e i n g  from white racism, i . e . ,  i t  was t h e  

p ressure  of white r a c i a l  prejudice t h a t  was re spons ib le  f o r  t h e  emigra t ions  

of black people from Oklahonla between 1910 a d  1913. Nearly a l l  of t h e s e  

people had migrated previous ly  t o  Oklahoma Terg i to ry  o r  Ind ian  T e r r i t o r y ,  
9 

\ 
and t h e  Canadian re fuge  was designed t o  be t h e  l a s t  i n  t h e i r  sea rch  f o r  peace 

and freedom. The o r i g i n  Afroamerican immigrants was, f o r  t h e  most 

p a r t ,  Okfuskee County 0klahomaS0 ( see  Figure 18) .  The fol lowing information 

provides  an ex tens ive  review of the  "push-pull" f a c t o r s  a f f e c t i n g  these  

innnigrants t o  n o r t h e a s t  Alber ta .  

Socio-Cultural Background, Okfuskee County 
- 

Colonizat ion schemes f o r  b lack  people were popular  d e v i c e s  proposed 
3 

f o r  r i d d i n g  "white" s o c i e t y  of b lack  people from t h e  U i t e d  S t a t e s  during 
. X 

t h e  19 th  century.  A number of i s o l a t e d  migra t ion  schemes had a r i s e n  

before  1900. 51 Upon t h e  union of t h e  Oklahoma and Indian  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  

Oklahoma became a  s t a t e  wi th in  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  1907. Statehood,  

and what developed a s  a  r e s u l t ,  was probably t h e  g r e a t e s t ,  f a c  o r  in f luenc ing  'i 
emigra t ion  movements of black people from t h e  S t a t e  of Oklahoma i n  i t s  f i r s t  

decade of ex i s t ence .  However, i n  t h e  documented h i s t o r y  of Oklahoma, no 

s u b j e c t  i s  so poorly covered a s  t h e  emigrat ions from Okfuskee County between 

1910 and 1913. Students  of Oklahoma black communities seem unfamil iar  wi th  

such movement, and i n  f i f ty -one  volumes of the  ChronicZes of Okhhama t h e  

s u b j e c t  i s  simply no t  d iscussed.  It w i l l  be necessary ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  

r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  background of t h e  emigrat ion i n  t h e  pages t h a t  follow. 

The development of l e g a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  fol lowing a  southern  United 



r 
Figure 18. Okfuskee County, Oklahoma 

S c a l e :  
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i n  t h e  u n i t &  S t a t e s  because b lack .people w e r e  a c u t e l y  aware t h a t  t h e  C i v i l  

War had not  s e t t l e d  t h e  i s s u e .  Indeed, 

4 5 2  
S t a t e s  model regarding t h e  separa t idn  of b lacks  and whi tes ,  t h e  . .  , , 

development of s o c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  enforce  t h e  l e g a l  system through 

such r i t u a l i z e d  a t r o c i t i e s  a s  lynchings ,  and o the r  s o c i a l  i n j u s t i c e s  

such a s  denying' b lack  persons t h e  r i g h t  of f r a n c h i s e ,  a r e  p a r t  of t h e  

skele ton on which t h e  ~klahoma&ial  system grew and developed. Mellinge 
d 

iA 
has suggested t h a t  t h e  development "... southern , rac ism,  Western s t y l e ,  1 
was not  a p e c u l i a r  occurrence,  but  r a t h e r  t h e  l o g i c a l  r e s u l t  of a 

of . . . Western and Southern h i s t o r i c a l  elements i n  * ~ r ~ $ e s s i v e  Era'  

Oklahoma. " 

~ 1 1 1 ~ ~  has suggested t h a t  b lack  migra t ions  i n t o  t h e  tu, T e r r i t o r i e s  
s* A 

from throughout t h e  South were designed a s  a s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  race problem 

... both r a c i a l  groups, d i s s a t i s f i e d  wi th  t h e  
Old South were yearning f o r  a b e t t e r  p lace  t o  
l i v e  . . . both had an abounding f a i t h  i n  t h e  
f r o n t i e r  where and was f r e e  and o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
unlimited . . . b t h  groups were r a c i a l l y  tol 'erarit  
toward each 6-2 t er,  be l i ev ing  t h a t  s e p a r a t i o n  o f .  
t h e  r a c e s  w a s  no t  only ex  e d i e n t  and d e s i r a b l e ,  
but a b s o l u t e l y  necessary.  95 

B i t t l e  and G e i s  concurred. They noted tbt * 

Many of t h e s e  all-Negro comaunitieg ... i n  fie 
Oklahoma a r e a  . . . were no t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a s  
ghet toes .  The Negro f e l t  s t r o n g l y  tha  
i s o l a t i o n  from ... whitea c o n s t i t u t e d  a p o s i t i v e  
and workable s o l u t i o n  t o  h i s  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  apd he 
embarked upon t h e  founding of t h e s e  
wi th  v i s i o n s  of s e l f  - r e a l i z a t i o n  

" > 
The development of thesp  b lack towns and communities allowed t h e  

. 
i n h a b i t a n t s  t o  develop a p e y c k o l o g i c a l . s t a t e  of euphoria. Only twenty J 

years  before  the  enactment -4f t h e  infamous "Grandfathex Clause" i n  
4. 

Oklahoma, Edwin P. McCabe, fol lowing a b lack n a t  i o n a i i s t  ideology,  proposed 



* 
t o  make Oklahoma a  b lack state wi th in  t h e  Union. The idea was impressive 

- enough t o  a t t r a c t  a t t e n t i o n  from ' the New York Pocrt, which p r i n t e d  on its 

- f r o n t  page i n  1892: 

The movement t o  make Oklahoma a  Negro S t a t e ,  which , 

t h e  w b t e  s e t t l e r s  were f i r s t  disposed t o  r i d i c u l e ,  
is being managed wi th  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of s k i l l .  The 
man who is engineering it i s  Edwin P. McCabe, ex- , 

. S t a t e  Auditor of Kansas, who asked t h e  Republicans 
of t h a t  s t a t e  f o r  a  second term of o f f i c e  only t o  
be c a s t  o u t  of t h e  pa r ty ,  The p o l i t i c a l  d isappoint -  
,merits, toge the r  wi th  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of os t rac ism a t  * 

Topeka, determined McCabe, who is  s a i d  t o  be almost 
a  white rasp i n  appearance and highly  i n t e l l e c t u a l ,  
t o  found 'a Negro s t a t e .  &e c a l l e d  t o  h i s  ' co lon ies '  r and executed t h e  p lan  wi th  so  much energy t h a t  when 
Oklahoma w a s  thrown op,en, t a  se t t l ement ,  10,000 
Negroes c r o p e d  t h e  border t o  g e t L a  foothold i n  
t h e  New country. They c c b ,  of course,  l a r g e l y  from 

, >  southern s t a t e s .  - 

To help t h e  cause,'McCabe es tab l i shed  a  newspaper i n  
t h e  i n t e r e s t  of h i s  race .  ?h i s  'organ' he d i s t r i b u t e d  
a l l  through t h e  South a s  w e l l  a s  OklaBoma. It boldly  
advocated t h e  plan of d ispossess ing t h e  whi tes  of 

f a sc ina ted  t h e  southern  
o  make up colondes i n  s p i t e '  

l abor  i n  t h e i r  f i e l d  
e present  w r i t i n g ,  t h e r e  

Negroes i n  Oklahoma, 
ays ,  t h e r e  w i l l  be upward 
ed i f  ~ c ~ a b e ' s  p lans  do r( 

i d  t o  be 200,0d0 Negroes 
se t t l ewent  i n  Oklahoma.' 
a t o r s  a t  Washington. 5 7 

0' 

There was no b l a c k ' s t a t e ,  and black communities and townsfolk quickly  

learned who con t ro l l ed  t e r r i t o r i a l  governments. The v i s i o n s  of " se l f -  

* 
{ 

r e a l i z a t i o n  and f u l f i l l m e n t "  reached only p a r t i a l  f r u i t i o n ,  and f o r  a  

' j 
s h o r t  period of t i m e  i n  t h e  S t a t e  of Oklahoma. -&is "ote 

, 

t h u s l y  of t h e  famous black dream of power: 

--', The f a t e  of many of t h e  all-Negro c m u n i t i e s  t e s t i f i e s  
t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  v i s i o i  was not  p r a c t i c a l  under 
t h e  prevai)ing cond i t ions  and r a c i a l  cl imate.  Over 
t h e  yea rs ,  a f t e r  a  slow abatement of t h e  f i r s t  enthus- 
iasms, all-Negro communities have 



popula t ion ,  and many have ceased t o  exist. The . -- 
discrepancy between t h e  aims and a s p i r a t i o n s  of -- .- -. - . 
t h e  all-Negro communities and t h e  a c t u a l i t i e e  of 
t h e i r  l i f e  h i s t o r i e s  i l l u s t r a t e s  v i v i d l y  t h e  - 
l e n g t h s  t o  wh t h e  Negro would be permit ted t o  
go -1 t h e  r e a  P" l i m i t s  of h i s  s o c i a l  t e t h e r  -- / 

even i f  he d id  not  come i n t o  d i r e c t  con•’ l i c t  o r l  
* 

c t  wi th  t h e  white group. It i l l u s t r a t e s  tke \ 

res which #e whi tes  would employ r a c i a l  \ 

i c t  once ttk seeking of the  s g e  goa l  by thh  
\ 

groups became manifes t .  
\ 

\ -  The s t o r y  o f  the  s o c i a l  m i l i e u  t h a t  had developed i n  Okfuskee County , 

and Oklahoma by 1910 had i t s  r o o t s  i n  t h e  decJine. of -1nd i  e r r i t o r y  a s  a  
, . . I * 

Nation and t h e  soc io -cu l tu ra l  developments a f t e r  statehood'.  Before t h e  . -  
de;elopment of hdian T e r r i t o r y  ,\F. G. Speck observed t h a t  

about t h e  f i r s t  n o t i c e  t h a t  we have of t h  
of [b lacks]  among t h e  
Colonel Benjamin of t h e  United 
S t w e s  f o r  Indian a t  the. time 
of h i s  v i s i t  t o  (Yufala) d - 
s e v e r a l  of t h e  Ind ians  t h e r e  possessed Negroes, 
presumable s l a w s .  Hawkins informs u s  t h a t  some 
of the  ' legroes  *re taken dur ing the  Revolutionary 
War &d o t h e r s  were given t o  t h e  Creeks by t h e  

\ 

agents  of Great B r i t a i g . i n  payment f o r  t h e i r  
s e r v i c e s .  It-is f u r t h e x  s t a t e d  by Hawkkns, who 

-b. 
was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  o b s e r v h g  t h e  e e n o m i c  cond i t ions  L , 
of the  Creeks, t t where were t h e r e  4 ,  

was more indus t ry  and 
-', 

On J a y a r y  19,  1830, t h e  S t a t e  of M i s s i s s i p p i  promulgated "An Act t extend 
, i 

t h e  l awBgf  t h e  S t a t e  of M i s s i s s i p p i  over t h e  person and proper ty  of t h e  '+ 
.. 

\ 

Indign r e s i d e n t  w i t h i a  i ts  l d . "  One of t h e  arguments f o r  t h i s  a c t  wask.' 

t h a t  the  Choctaws "harbored runaway s l a v e s  i n  t h e  na t ion .  "60 J e l t z  n o t 6  

t h a t  " the  .Five Civ i l i zed  Tribea ... became s l a v e  holders  f o r  t h e  same r ason /i. 
,.%& 

a s  t h e i r .  "bite neighbors ,"61 and t h a t  " the  C h o c t ~ w l  a n d a ~ h i c p s a w s '  came t o  , 

possess  runaway black s l a v e s  soon a f t e r  Afr icans  an4 Europeans s e t t l e d  i n  
V '  

t h e i r  midst .  P r i o r . t o  t h e i r  removal i n  1831, a  census of t h e  Choctaws 

P showed 512 black s l a v e s  ,"62 and "by 1833 nea r ly  2 ,500 Choctaws hqd been - 
- 



of MM ~ c i r i t m y ,  b h b  c c k t i t u t d  3 certain capment of tk live 
- P 

Civili.Zed+ Tribeq vbosc grQvth and development follovgd the model provided 
i *- *A%' 

. . 
by the u . c  govctrrin 

;r , 
t . - Tbe C&reke&, Chicluuvs , aPd C b o c t m  modeled 

'b b'I, 

t h e i r ' m c l a l  aPd legal i a s t i t u t i o p .  w t e  c l o w l y  t o  th "Aiwricaru" than 

didt the Creeks and 3ainoleb. homg the Creeks aod Scrinoles, *black people 
r 

wete of ten the' i c  mediatorq bet- tbe l # a t i v e ' ~ r i e & "  and ' the 
* %- , 

; b 4  

U 

Ubcp tbe war the states occurred.. tke  Five Civilized  rib;. 
1 L- - 

f 
were coax& Into siding v i t h  the confederation .of t o  pretect 

IPdialu tbe ins t i tu t ibn  of slavery. It was a 

l o s t  their r igh t s  'BB Independem nations within the Territory, A u l t i p l i c i t ] t  

ofl probl- developed .during the of Rewkutructdon regardhig freehen. 
i 

- 
Finally,  the  l a c k  of control qcercised by the gwe-ts of the t r i b e s  and 

' J  

tbose blacks and vhlitps vbo had in to  the Terr i tory c l a h i n g  t h e i r  
r 

4 

share of land, vhich tbey . . 

66 especial ly p . l d  vhen tbe T e n l t o r y  vas proposed as the s t a t e  of Sequo]nh 
4 .  

4 in 1905 t o  j o h  tbe United .Sta Ebussrer, a s  vftb tb proposed b w k  s t a t e A  

. of OkWmma, tbe rpi s t a t e  t o  be direloped from Indlan Terrgtory never c u  

t o  pass. i(arue1l obuerved tha t  the rejection by the U.S. Congress of the bid 
b 

b 

f o r  statehood ". . . rarked the  f c u l d n a t l a ,  in a opectacular f o m ,  of a 

tabl- of brotbl  treaties vi;h a 'irak mhor i ty  in this country by the hl@d . . . - 
"67 ': j Sta tes  Gov&mment. 0 

. . 
&my of the b h c b  who entered tbe Mian and Oklaboma Terr i tor ies  



\ 
Oarolina, Te&icrrsee, Texas, -and South Carolina. lkPy of tWse folk -1.d 0 .. .a 

e r i g r a t e  from the  S m t e  of Oklahoma, aad tbeir des t i na t i on  vwld be Alberta. 
\ 

When these  black people entered tbe T e r r i t o r h p ,  t h e r e  was general  ag i t a t i on  

f o r  t he  union of t he  T e r r i t o r i e s  t o  en t e r  the United S t a t e s  a s  a single . . 
 pate^ %st of the r u r a l  bhclus, many of vbor would r i g r a t e .  between 1910 
P' 

.and 1913, were unconcerned d t h  t he  pob i t i ca l  happenings i n  the  Te r r i t o r i e s .  

They m u l d ,  never theless ,  be affdcted by the  p r a c t i c a l  outcomes of those 

--% 
p o l i t i c a l  s t ruggles .  Tbose blacks wbo l ived in towxu such as Boley, Clear- . - -& 

view, and L a g s t o n  v e r e  concerned lest they be l e f t  out  of the  p o l i t i c a l  

proceqses. It w a s  t h e  people i n  those towns who par t ic ipa ted  i n  o r  protes ted 

aea ins t  or worked f o r  p b l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  u n t i l  1910 when they were disen- 

franchised dy the  "Grandfather Clause" of the  Oklabopa Consti tution.  68 

Tbe s to ry  of Chief Alfred C. Sam's Back t o  A f r k  Movement is the pride 

source of i n fo r r a t i on  on the  black socie ty  of Oklahoma i n  t h e  period under 
\+ 

consideration.  B i t t l e  and Geie, v r i t i n g  on the  movement and ~ k l a h o u r  socie ty ,  

B 
noted ' t ha t  

. . . q u i t e  apar t  f roll its loca l ,  human I n t e r e s t ,  
it contgins m c h  s ign i f i can t  mater ia l  on t he  s o c i a l  

- condit ions af the tire and place a t  vhich it  
occurred. It tel ls  a r ch  about the  people wbo 
re jec ted  any' i m r o l v ~ t .  It tell; both of t he  
blackq and the  whites, t h e  l a t t e r  s t ruc tu r ing  the 
l i v e s  of t h e  former and crea t ing  in l a rge  measure, 
t h e i r  d iscontents .  69 - 

This s t ruc tu r ing  came about a s  a r e s u l t  of people i n  the  black towns b e c a i n g  

r- / \ 
d a'perceived t h r e a t  t o  white suprcracy i n  county and s t a t e  p o l i t i c s .  The 

f - 
color  -and p o l i t i c a l  1 h e s  in Okfuskee County were ac tua l ly  drawn before 

Oklahoma entered the Union a s  a S t a t e  In 1907, and i t  w a s  becaus d h c i r  
r v 

d e s i r e  fo r  self-determination t h a t  blacks h l d  tenaciduoly t o  the  v i s ion  of j 

autbomity over t h e i r  own towns and perhapa t h e i r  a t t a c b e n t  t o  the  ~ o u a t y  
r 

c 
7 

4 
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s i n c e  the dreams of t h e  hlack and red states had "gone wi th  t h e  vind."  

The black men i n  towns such as Boley and Weleetka p a r t i c i p a t e d  f u l l y  

i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  convention of 1906, and the freedom 
-9 

with  which they were allowed t o  c a s t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s  r e in fo rced  t h e i r  b o p s  
/ =, 

f o r  f u l l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a s  c i t i z e n s  a f t e r  s tatehood.  The r e s u l t s  of t h e  

e l e c t i o n ,  however, c a r r i e d  an ominous warning f o r  the white men in& 

79th  d i s t r i c t ,  because t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  showed the black e l e c t o r s  vo t ing  

as a s o l i d  l k p u b l i c a n  block. According t o  B i t t f e  and C e i  "The Negro t' 
se t t l ement ,  un i t ed  i n  i t s  f ranch i se ,  held t h e  key t o  t h e  a r e a ' s  s t r eng th .  

It had t o  be d e a l t  wi th  f o r c e f u l l y  and dec i s ive ly .  ,970 

The Democratic c o n t r o l l e d  convention of 1906 had l i t t l e  sympathy f o r  

t h e  dream of t h e  people i n  Boley of becoming t h e  c0unt.y s e a t ,  and decided on 

Okemah .br Weleetka, wi th  Okemah being designated a s  the  temporary seat 

pending the'outcome of a  f u t u r e  e l e c t i o n .  The blacks  formed an a l l i a n c e  

wi th  the  white Republicans, and through i t  began t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  with a 8 

powerful voice  i n  county p o l i t i c a l  c i r c l e s .  In August of 1907, when the  

Republican convention was held i n  Okemah t o  nominate a  s l a t e  f o r  county 
i 

o f f i c e s .  " d i f f i c u l t i e s  ensued because of black and white fac t ional isms.  ,,7 1 

This  was the  b e g i ~ i n g  of t h e  end of black p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  Okla- p o l i t i c s .  

With t h e  r i s e  of ant i -b lack s e n t i r e n t  i n  t h e  W c r a t i c . l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e  

county e l e c t i o n  board, t h e  white Republicans began t o  show t h e i r  r e a l  
- 

1 

c h a r a c t e r  i n  the  f a c e  of t h e  Democratic power s t r u c t u r e . -  

Black men, however, voted without r e s t r i c t i o n s  i n  t h e  e l e c t i o n  t h a t  

determined on Okemah as the -neat county s e a t .  This  e l e c t i o n  occurred 

near  t h e  end of August, 1908. I t  was t h e  l a s t  e l e c t i o n  t h a t  b lacks  would 

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n ,  v i t h o u t  c o n t e s t ,  u n t i l  t h e  mid 1960's. 

The s o c i a l  r e a l i t y  between blacks  and v h i t e s  i n  t h e  new S t a t e  of 



Oklahoma developed e a r l y .  A b lack  man w a s  lynched i n  December, 1 4 07, at  

Henryetta ,  Okmulgee County - f o r t y  m i l e s  e a s t  of Okeaah a d  o n l y  f i v e  riles 

from Okfuskee County. Ear ly  i n  1908, t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  enacted a state l a w  

segrega t ing  b lacks  and whi tes  i n  r a i l r o a d  ca r s .  This l a w  w a s  t e s t e d  i n  

t h e  c o u r t s  wi th  t h e  f i n a l  opinion being rendered i n  1911: f 

The United S t a t e s  C i r c u i t  Court of Appeals, s i t t i n g  
in St .  Louis, ru led  t h a t  t h e  "Jim Crow" r a i l r o a d  
l a w s  in Oklahoma were n o t ,  a s  f i v e  Negro complain- 
a n t s  bad charged, i n  c o n f l i c t  v i t h  t h e  t e n e t s  of 
t h e  1906 Enabling Act. The majo r i ty  d e c i s i o n  held 
that t h e  Negroes' a l l e g a t i o n s  were "too vague and 
uncer t a in  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  a  case  of a c t i o n  e i t h e r  i n  
equ i ty  o r  a t  l a w . "  Judge Walter Sanborn d i s sen ted  
and observed, i n  lament, that "t$ s t a t u t e  c l e a r l y  
d i s c l o s e s  that the  pa ten t  i n t e n t i o n  of t h e  l e g i s -  
l a t u r e  of Oklahoma vas  t o  exclude ... every 
colored passenger from coaches and cars occupied 
by white persons.  "72 

In 1910, blacks were denied t h e  r i g h t  t o  vo te  by t h e  " ~ r a b d f a t h e r  Clause." 

+ In some a r e a s  of Okfuskee County, b lack  people were forced t o  l eave  t h e i r  

Y 
land by "comnercial clubs" engaging i n  Ku Klux Klan type a c t i v i t i e s .  Bit t le  

and C e i s  noted. that i n  

... comnenting upon t h e  Negro's l o t  in t h e  United 
S t a t e s  i n  1910, [J. Saunders Bedding] has  
accura te ly  s m e d  up t h e  s i t u a t i o n  vhich now 
appl ied  i n  Oklahoma: , 

a I 

"The mass of Negroes were beaten c r e a t u r e s ,  
convinced by t h e  u n a s s a i l a b l e  testimony of t h e i r  
p o s i t i o n  of t h e i r  inhe ren t  i n f e r i o r i t y ,  and more 
than ha l f  convinced that they got  frcm t h e  white 
man no worse than they deserved. A q u a r t e r  of 
a  century l a t e r ,  a  white Southerner,  W i l l i a m  
Alexander Percy,  who l i v e d  through these  times, 
summed up t h e  e f f e c t  upon whi tes ,  'To l i v e  hab i t -  
u a l l y  a s  a  super io r  among i n f e r i o r s ,  be t h e  
i n f e r i o r i t y  i n t e l l e c t u a l  o r  economic, is a  temp- 
t a t i o n  and a  hubr i s ,  i n e v i t a b l y  d e t e r i o r a t i n g ' . "  

"Voteless and v o i c e l e s s ,  a l i e n '  t o  and barred from 
t h e  sources  of l i b e r a l i s m ,  shackled by p r o s c r i p t i o n s  
i n  economic l i f e ,  r i d i c u l e d  with r e l i s h ,  lynched 
with impunity, pore  and more i t  seemed go Negroes 
t h a t  t h e i r  black s i n s  were a  badge of ehame, a  cu r se  



of God. A paralyzing psychosis  of defea t i sm 
gripped them. " 

f 
There were b u t  two a l t e r n a t i v e s  f o r  t h e  Okfuskee 
[County blacks] .  One w a s  acceptance of t h e  
s i t u a t i o n  as i t  had developed; t h e  o t h e r  was 
escape. Acceptance became t h e  s o l u t i o n  f o r  
those  who were now too  t i r e d ,  t o o  t imid ,  o r  . 

too  c y n i c a l  t o  t r y  t o  qe-create a  new dream. It 
a l s o  became the s o l u t i o n  f o r  those  who still 
e n t e r t a i n e d  hope of b e t t e r i n g  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  and 
who refused t o  f a c e  t h e  f e a l i t y  of t h e i r  p o s i t i o n .  7 3 

i 
Prom Territories where " r a c i a l  s e l f - f u l f i l l m e n t "  was t h e  dream t o  a 

State t h a t  never ma te r i a l i zed  favorably;  B i t t l e  and Gels had previous ly  

commented t h a t  

i t  seeme evident  . . . t h a t  t h e  degree of d i s -  
i l lus ionment  encountered by Oklahoma Negroes 
was perhaps a s  igt'&nse a Negro d i s i l lus ionment  
as has ever  been f e l t  i n  t h i s  n a t i o n ,  and t h a t  . 1.- 

t h i s  d i s i l l u s i o m e n ~  w a s  p ropor t iona l  t o  t h e  
degree t o  which t h e  Negroes had achieved a 
p a r t l a l  f u l f i l l i n e n t  of t h e i r  wish t o  c o n t r o l  * 
t h e i r  own des t iny .74  , 

This  soc io -cu l tu ra l  background, then,  is the  b a s i s  of t h e  "push" f a c t o r s  

f o r  t h e  black migra t ions  t o  n o r t h e a s t a b e r t a .  They were "pulled" t o  t h e  

s tudy a r e a  because i t  o f fe red  a p lace  where dreams 

the  sahe s o c i a l  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  

The W g r a n t s  Pulled 

Severa l  yea r s  a f t e r  the  white men of Okiuskee 

t h e  noose of discrimination and exclus ion upon the  

could be pursued without 

County began rkghtening 

b lacks ,  t h r e e  men75 made s 

t r i p  t o  Alber ta  seeking a p lace  of refuge  f o r  those  whose dream had been 

betrayed i n  Oklahoma and who dared t o  dream again.  William Toles s a i d  t h a t  

h i s  granddad, Nimrod Toles ,  was p a r t  of a  three-man de lega t ion  t h a t  sought 

out  land f o r  co lon iza t ion  by t h e  Okfuskee County blacks:  

He was looking f o r  land l i k e  t h e  colour he was 
used t o  back i n  t h e  S t a t e s ,  kind of a  r e d i s h  
land.  He kept walking nor th  of Edmonton -- t h e r e  



were v e r y  
- was b lack  

you see.  
-- that's 

few settlers i n  t h e r e  then  -- but .  that 
sandy loam, and he wasn't used t o  t h a t ,  
H e  w a s  looking  f o r  a more r e d d i s h  l and  
what they  say  t h e  land  was back i n  t h e  

S t a t e s .  So, he kep t  walking (Parson Sneed turned  
back a f t e r  t hey  had walked t h i r t y  m i l e s ) .  This 
land [ a t  Amber Val ley]  was as close t o  the  t y p e  
he w looking for! -- t h e  kind he was used t o  
back i n  t h e  states. It 's  what they  c a l l  a 
bush s o i l .  76 (Emphasis o r i g i n a l )  

The p o t e n t i a l  emig ran t s  were sea rch ing  f o r  more 

r e d d i s h  l and ,  however. They were seeking  a p l a c e  of 

l e a d  t h e i r  l i v e s  unhampered by r a c i s t  r e s t r i c t i o n  on 
J 

g r e y  

than  a r e s p i t e  and 

r e f u g e  where they  could  

t h e i r  e x i s t e n c e s .  The 

Okfuskee County envi rongent  w a s  economical ly,  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  and s o c i a l l y  

h o s t i l e  t o  b lack  people.  A lbe r t a  was t h e  promised land  f o r  t h e  people 

w i l l i n g  t o  dream of  a p l ace  f o r  peace. Escape from t h e  r e a l i t i e s  of t h e  

Oklahoma environment was t h e  on ly  cho ice  f o r  t h e  people who wanted t o  

ma in t a in  t h e i r  d i g n i t y  a s  human be ings ;  escape t o  a p l a c e  w d e r e  dreams could  

be pursued unhampered was a l l  t h a t  made sense .  

Okfuskee County, sou rce  of t h e  emigrants  from Oklahoma, had been p a r t  

of t h e  former Creek Nation i n  Ind ian  T e r r i t o r y .  The mig ran t s ,  few of whom 

had been i n  t h e  sou rce  a r e a  more than  f i v e  y e a r s , 7 7  came most ly  from around 

Clearview 
\ 

l o c a t  i o n s  

viewed i n  

mig ra t ion  

d i s c  lo'sed 

and Weleetka (F igure  18 ) .  Some of t h e s e  emigres  had t r i e d  o t h e r  

be fo re  t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  Oklahoma o r  Indian  T e r r l t o r y .  When i n t e r -  
', 

an e f f o r t  t o  uncover some of t h e  idea l i sm assoc%& v i t h  b lack  
-. - 78 and c o l o n i z a t i o n  movements i n  North b e r i c a ,  H r s .  Ka t i e  k l t o n  

t h a t  her  p a r e n t s  had been p a r t  of a c o l o n i z a t i o n  scheme t o  Mexico 

that had f a i l e d .  She a l s o  r epo r t ed  t h a t  her  grandmother had been i n  both 

Kansas bklahoma on two s e p a r a t e  occas ions  be fo re  r e t u r n i n g  t o  North 

who were in te rv iewed were unanimous as t o  why they  l e f t  
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Oklahoma. They were ed t o  freedom from s o c i a l  c o n s t r a i n t s ,  and wanted t o  

r e c a p t u r e  t h a t  f e e l i n g  i n  n o r t h e a s t  Alber ta .  What remains unc lea r  from t h e  

i n t e r v i e w s  is how t h e  emig ra t ion  movement was organized  i f ,  indeed,  t h e r e  

w a s  a  C l e a r l y  de f ined  and organized  movement. 
# 

Mrs., Mapp, ano the r  e a r l y  s e t t l e r  in te rv iewed,  suggested t h a t  t h e r e  w i s  

some o r g a n i z a t i o n  involved ,  but  she  i s  not  c e r t a i n  of t he  d e t a i l s .  .She 

r e p o r t s  t h a t '  

I don ' t  know how they  a l l  go t  t oge the r .  I guess  ' 

t h e r e  was a  meet ing somewhere and a  l o t  of t h o s e  
people who l i v e d  t h e r e  i n  Oklahoma, they  was fa rmers  
o u t  t h e r e ,  y'know, and I guess  they  hear  of both 
t h i s  emigre and of t h e s e  people going t o  Canada and 
I guess  they  come t o  t h e  meet ing and I guess  t h i s  
one'd t e l l  t h a t  one and t h a t  one'd t e l l  t h a t  one 
u n t i l  they  a l l  go t  t o g e t h e r .  And, I  guess ,  and 
they  went t o  t h e  town o r  whatever t h e r e  was t o  s e e  
i f  they  could a l l  g e t  t o g e t h e r  and how much money 
they 'd  have t o  have, y'know, t o  go. And they  a l l  
go t  t i c k e t s  and they  go t  on t h e  t r a i n  and l e f t . 7 9  

t 

She was more emphatic a s  t o  t h e  po in t  of o r i g i n  of t h e  emig;ation: Weleetka. 

T 
However, t h e  m a j o r i t y  op in ion  on t h e  ' o r ig in  of t h e  emig ra t ion  i n d i c a t e e . C l e a r -  

view, but each could be p a r t l y  c o r r e c t  i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  emig ra t ions  c-enced i n  

1910 and cont inued  through 1913. 

The immigrants t o  Amber Val ley  made i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  t o  t h e  in t e rv i ewer  

t h a t  they  were fo rced  t o  l e a v e  Oklahoma becausk of s o c i a l  r a t h e r  than  economic 

J 

f o r c e s ,  i . e . ,  they  were not  poor people ,  f n  t h e  economic sense ,  looking  
h 

f o r  f r e e  land .  These were, f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  s u c c e s s f u l  fa rmers  who l e f t  

Okfuskee County t o  p re se rve  "a way of l i f e . "  In  1912, M r .  Mapp c h a r t e r e d  a  

f r e i g h t  car t o  s h i p  h i s  s t o c k  and goods t o  A lbe r t a .  H e  s a i d  t h a t  " t h e r e  was 

'bout  forty-some-odd come up a s  a group 'bout  t h e  F i r s t  of May 1912, and I 

c h a r t e r e d  a c a r .  ,180 

Mrs. Map s a i d  t h a t  c a r l o a d s  of b lack  people came t o  Edmonton in 1911: 



 h hey brought- t h e  s t u f f  i n  f r e i g h t  c a r s ,  you hov.  I n  one t r a i n ,  t hey  

a 
pu t  what they had - t h e  household goods and t h e  s t o c k  -- and t h e n - t h e y  had 

t h e  o t h e r  t r a i n  f o r  t h e  people t o  si t  on. 1181 The Manitoba Bee  Reea, 

r e p o r t i n g  on t h e  b l a c k  mig ra t ion  t o  t he  Canadian p r a i r i e s  i n  1911, r epo r t ed  

t h a t  "npar ly  a l l  a r e  s a i d  t o  have owned and opera ted  farms. The l e a d e r ' s  I .  

name0is  Sneed, and he is  repor t ed  t o  be worth $40,000 w i t h  about  $10,080 i n  . 
h i s  posdess ion .  The s tudy  a r e a ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  o f f e r e d  an  a t t r a c t i o n  f o r  t h i s  

group of people.  e 

Consider in  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  1971 census  showed more t h a n  .11,000 B 
persons  he re  (F igu re  1 9 ) ,  t h e  environment o f f e r e d  a t t r a c t i o n s  f o r  o t h e r  . 

s e t t l e r s  even though i t  is  imposs ib l e  t o  d i s c e r n  what t h o s e  a t t r a c t i o n s  

were f o r  each s e t t l e r .   hi nex t  s e c t i o n ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  examines some 

of t h e  s e q u e n t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a  w i th  t h e  i n t e n t  t o  a s s e s s  

t h e  t ime of t h e  s e t t l e r s '  a r r 4 v a l  and i n  o r d e r  t o  gauge why.they have 

remained i n  t h i s  environment which i s  so  seemingly h o s t i l e  t o  &mmercial 
1 - 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s .  

SEQUENTIAL, SETTLEMENT -t A TWENTY-FIVE PER.CENT SAMPLE OF THE STUDY AREA 

contra'+ t o  t h e  p o p u l a r l y  h e l d  b e l i e f  t h a t  s e t t l e r s  chose  t o  set t le  

nea r  communication r d u t e s  ( t r a i l s  i q d  r a i l w a y s ) ,  83 S t o n e ' s  a n a l y s e s  j f  t h e  ' 

, 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between t ime of i n i t  la1 holhestead e n t r y  and s e l e c t e d  das t ance  

\ 

found that c u l t u r a l  v a r i a b l e s  such a s  t r a i l s  were r e l a t i v e l y  _ 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  t o  t h e  i n i t i a l  s 'e t t lement  p roces s  i n  h i s  s tudy  a r e a .  Thus ,,,, - 

The Edmonton - ~thk ibaska  i a n d i n g  T r a i l  was undoubtedly 
t h e  most t r a v e l l e d  over land  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a r t e r y  
that passed through any p o r t i o n  of t h e  s tudy  a r e a ,  
p r i o r  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t .  The deg ree  of 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n . i n i t i a 1  homestead e n t r y  d a t e s  
and t h e  a c t u a l  d i s t a n c e  of t h e  e i g h t - f i v e  p a r c e l s  
of land from t h e  T r a i l  were r e l a t i v e l y  weak. A 
l i n e a r  c o r r e l a t i o n  c o e f f i c i e n t  of +0.249 ( s i g n i f i c a n t  
a t  only  t h e  0.01 l e v e l  of conf idence)  r evea l ed  t h e  





r e l a t i v e  unimportance of the  T r a i l  a s  a  prinrary 
cons ide ra t ion  of the  e a r l y  homesteaders l o c a t i o n a l  
decis ion .  8 5 

The present  examination of t h e  evidence, t h e r e f o r e ,  u s e s  a  twenty-five 
. - 

percent  sample of t h e  f i f ty- two townships, a s  shown i n  Figure  20.- t o  Bauge 

as r e a l i s t i c a l l y  as p o s s i b l e  t h e  se t t l ement  sequence Alberta.  
8 6 

The accounts  of t h i s  s e q u e n t i a l  se t t l ement  a r e  shown below. 
-, -~. I 

Township 66, Range 22 

It is  no s u r p r i s e  that t h e  f i r s t  land t i t i e s  i n  t h e  s tudy  a r e a  were 

those  granted t o  t h e  Hudson's Bay Company i n  1888. These t i t l e s ,  however, 

were granted because t h e  Company purchased the  l ands  from t h e  Crown, and 

t h e r e  is? record of f r e e  g r a n t s  i t  received i n  the  township. 

The f i r s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e r s  entered  t h e  township i n  1905. Table 

l d  shows the  number of cEBmants by year  u n t i l  1937 -- t h e  e f f e c t i v e  ending 
\ 

8 d a t e  of the  "publ ic  lands  policy" i n  t h i s  township. F i  r e  21, when Y 
1 

compared t o  Table 10,  shows how mis represen ta t ive  of t h e  t ue a g r i c u l t u r a l  

se t t l ement  sequence a p resen ta t ion  of t h e  d a t a  can be here  was no 

a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  o r i e n t e d  se t t l ement  i n  t h e  township ev hough the  choro- c 
graphic  map shows se t t l ement  t ak ing  p lace  between 1888 and 1905. The f i f t y -  

seven claims entered  between 1905 and 1910, shown i n  Table 10 ,  r ep resen t  a  

d e c i s i v e  major i ty  of homestead c la imants  during the  l i f e - span  of t h e  

"publ ic  lands  policy."  Ninety-five percent  of t h e  land c la ims ,  homesteads 

and purchased, had been made by 1914. The d a t a  from ~ i g u r e  21, however, 

would l e a d - o n e  er roneously  t o  be l i eve  that t h e  "coming of t h e  railway" ' 

was i n  some way respons ib le  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  se t t l ement  i n  t h e  township. 

Although t h e  t h i r t y - f i v e  land t r a n s a c t i o n s  of 1911 were poss ib ly  

motivated by t h e  l o c a l  newspaper's propaganda, t h e  records  show t h a t  two 

of t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  were s a l e s  t o  t h e  Vi l l age  of Athabasca f o r  13.5 and 16 





Figure 21 , u ,.. 159. ' 



Table 10. Land Claimants by Year - Township 66 Range 

Year m b e r  

., 

1905 7 
1906 8 
1907 4 
1908 9 
1909 17 
1910 - 1 2  

- - 

*Source: Appendix C 

a c r e s ;  five! o t h e r  Crown land s a l e s ,  beyond t h a t  f o r  Athabasca, were a l s o  

recorded;  s i x t e e n  s r t t l e r s  purchased l ands  from t h e  Hudson's Bay Company; 

B 
and t h e r e  were only twelve s e t t l e r s  claiming l ands  under t h e  provis ions  of 

7. 

t h e  "public  l ands  policy1' dur ing  t h i s  year .  

The c a d a s t r a l  record  of T66, R22 (Appendix C) makes no statement on . 

t h e  o r i g i n  of persons,  ' and i t  g ives  no reason a s  t o  why they came here t o  

s e t t l e .  The record does,  however, show t h a t  se t t l ement  i n  ' the to&ship was 

b a s i c a l i y  an i n d i v i d u a l  o r  family venture .  . 
Township 66 Range 23 

* 

The d a t a  f o r - . t h v  township, and succeeding townships, d i f f e r  f rom those  , 
. . 

2 presented i n  T66, R22 i n  t h a t  only those  c ta imants  express ly  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l -  

l ands  under some p rov i s ion  of t h e  "public  l a n d s  policy" a r e  included 
- . 



i n  Tables 11 through 22. No land s a l e s  of any kind are included i n  t h e  " - " 

I 
t a b l e s ,  because i t  i s  not  p o s s i b l e  t o  determine i f  t h e  buyers were i n t  reeWd' ,  '' e 
i n  a g r i c u l t u r e ' o r  specu la t ion .  

F igure  22 g raph ica l ly  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  sequence of ' s e t  t l e n k n t  .f rm 1905 

through t h e  e x p i r a t i o n  of t h e  hdmestead po l i cy  i n  1939, The ten-year pe r iod ,  
r 

1941 t o  1950,, i s  included f o r  p u r p o s e s  comphrbon wi th  t h e  decades 
, ,  

L 

. . 
preceding i t .  Figure 22 c l e a r l y  shows t h a t  t h e  he igh t  of se t t l ement  - 
a c t i v i t y  was between 1908 and 1920. , .  

- 
Table 1 ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, breaks t h i s  - a c t i v i t y  dbwn t o  an annual * 

l e v e l  s o  t h a t  a c t u a l  sequence can be observed by year .  Once again ,  a s  wi th  
8 Q 

2,$ the  d a t a  show t h a t  t h e  he ight  of se t t l ement  a c t i v i t y  occGrred . - 
bef T66j e t h e  coming of t h e  ra i lway i n  November, 1911. It is perhaps of 

i n t e r e s t  t o  note ,  i n  pass ing,  t h a e  e i g h t  of the  t h i r t y  homestead claims i n  

1910 were f i l e d  b$ South African ve te rans ,  and two of t h e  e ighteen in 1911 

were a l s o  South African Veterans. Nine of t h e  seventeen quar t e r - sec t ions  - - .\ 
b 

claimed between.1921 and 1934 were s e t t l e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  So ld ie r  , 

Set t lement  ~ o a r d ' s  a u t h o r i t y  t o . h e l p  former m i l i t a r y  personnel  e s t a b l i s h  

themselves on t h e  land.  In  some cases  t h e  So ld ie r  Set t lement Board only 

helped secure  t i t l e  t o  the  l a n d s  t h a t  some persons ,had had before  g o i n g - i m o  
\ 

t h e  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  To determine t o  what e x t e n t  t h i s  l a t t e r  p ropos i t ion  
6 

.is t h e  case  i s  beyond t h e  scope of t h i s  s tudy.  
B 

Table 11 demonstrates,  canc lus ive ly ,  t h a t  s ixty-seven of t h e  e ighty-  

4 e i g h t  l and  c la imants  between. 905 and 1945'had been s e t t l e d  by 1916, i&. , .-:, 
. - - ' 

seventy-s t r  percent  of a l l  land c la imants  had f i l i d  by 1916. An 
. . , . 

e x a n a t i o n  of Appendix C ,  i n  ordef t o  d iscover  t h e . o r i g l n  of persons,  shows 
- ,  

t h a t  t h e  names a r e  northwest European -- B r i t i s h ,  German, ahd ~ c a n d k a v i a n .  
I 

However, i t  g ives  n%formation about t h e  a r e a  \rm w k c h  they came. The 





4 .  
data from 166; h23,. as, do the  'data f ro .  T66,- p2. sbov tht wttl-t -. Q. 
sequence vas -re o r  l e e r  a family a f f a i r .  

. . e 

Table 11. Agricultural  Land C h i . i m t s  4 Yeat - TO&SWP 66 L.qC. 23f . . 

, . 

Year ber ' ' i, 

i '% a 
I 

1905 

Township 67 Eange 24 T 
- 

t 

-The sequential  settlement in t h i s  tovnahfp closely p a r a l l e l s  t ha t  of ' 

the two previous torqlhips  (- .Figure 25). Tbire is odc difference,  
- @  - A *  

6 \ c 
however, that is the p"eak :of sett1-t tha t  occurred in 1912 fa ther  thaa f 

before th end of 1911. Table 12 c l ea r ly  8 6  k h t  ieventy-one p e r c p t  of - . + 

all ~ettl-t t w k  place' between 19& a d  191.5, 1.e.. forty-seven of s k t y - r  



Figure 23 

srtrl;mPnt V e r z  198-1950 for T67 R24 W M4 



165. . 

Table 12. A g r i c u l t u r a l  Lad C1akmts by Year - Tornship 67 Range 24+ 

- - 

/ 

Year Number 

B 

1930 1 \ 

1931 1 
1936 1 

- 

*Source: Appendix C \ 

Overa l l ,  t he  d a t a  a r e  s i m i l a r  t o  those  from t h e  previous townships. 

The record does not show, and t h e r e  a r e  no o the r  d a t a  a v a i l a b l e  t o  suggest 

, o r i g i n  o r  why t h e  people came t o  the  s tudy a r e a ,  and t h e r e  a r e  tcfo many 

p ~ s s i b i i i t i e s  t o  specu la te  on the nea r ly  t w e n t y - f h e  percent  French surname. 

Fn t h i s  tovnship. 

Township 66 Range 2 0  

This  is the  township i n  which many of t h e  refugees  from Ohfuokee 

CPunty, Oklabma s e t t l e d .  It d i f f e r s  fram(the previous townships i n  that ' 

s e t t l & e n t  i s  shorn a s  a r e s u l t  of c k u n i t y  expansions. F igure  24 
. . 

i l l u s t r a t e s t h e  p a t t e r n  of se t t l ement ,  and Table 1 3  d e t a i l s  t h a t  sequence. 





Table.13. ~ g r i & ~ l t u r a l  Land claimant. by Fear - TOVMM~ 66 Range 22. 
0 

* I. Year Number 4 r  

. . The e a r l i e r  d i scuss ion  addresses  the  i s s u e  of o r i g i n s  of the.' people 
- 

ho s e t t l e  i n  t h e  township i n  g r e a t  d e t a i l .  I n  t h i s  township, 66/20, t h e r e  li 
wab never any d i scuss ion  about coming a s  a  r e s u l t  of t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  

rai lway o r  economic oppor tuni ty .  The black persons.who s e t t l e d  i n  t h i s  town- 

s h i p ,  a s  has been e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  preceding s e c t i o n s  of t h i s  s tudy,  d id  s o  f o r  

. t he  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  freedom t h a t  they'thought they would be allowed t o  

e n j  oy . 
& 



Township 67 Range 1 3  L 

T h i s  tovnship  encompasses p a r t  of t h e  t o m  of Lac La Biche, and i t  

4 
was chosen because i t  c o n t a i n s  t h e  &art of c-ercial  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  

town. However, t h l s  p o r t i o n  of Lac La Biche is not  t h e  f i r s t  s e t t l e d .  

The most imposing f e a t u r e  of T67, R 1 3 . l ~  t h e  l a k e ,  which is shown i n  

F igure  25. The f i g u r e  a l s o  shows t h e  p a t t e r n  of s e t t l e m e n t  from 1909 t o  

1950. 
P 

Table 14 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  slow pace of s e t t l e m e n t  f o r  t h e  township, 

e .  g. , t h e r e  were o n l y  twenty-six s e t t l e m e n t  c l a ims  f i l e d  beeween 1909 and 

1939. Thirty-two percentof t h e  c l a ims  were f i l e d  between 1909 ahd 1916, 

twenty-one percent  between 1917 and 1929, and t h i r t y - n i n e  percent  between 

1931 and 1939. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  were only  two a g r i c u l t u r a l  l e a s e s  l e t  

between 1941 and 1950 -- t h e s e  were l e t  i n  1941 and 1947. 

Table 14. A g r i c u l t u r a l  Land Claimants  by Year - Township 67 Range 13" 

Year Number 

*Source: Appendix C 





While t h e r e  

township, i t  has 

immigrant French 

on t h e  o r i g i n  of 

3 170* 
a r e  more than  t h i r t y  percent  French surnames in t h i s  

n o t  been p o s s i b l e  t o  de te rmine  i f  t h e y  are d t l a  o r  o t h e r  

f o l k .  The c a d a s t r a l  record  does  no t  r e v e a l  in format ion  

tB s e t t l e r s .  

Township 67 Range 21  

Th i s  township, i n  t h e  y i c i n i t y  of Athabasca, has a p a t t e r n  a i m l l a r  t o  

t h a t  of T66, R23 ( s e e  F igure  26). Table 1 5  d e t a i l s  t h e  sequence of 

s e t t l e m e n t ,  and i t  shows that t h e  year  1911 w a s  t h e  one of g r e a t e s t  

s e t t l e m e n t  a c t i v i t y .  Uore than  n i n e t y  percent  of t h e  a e t t l e r s  i n  t h i s  
Z 

township have surnames of nor thwes t  ~ u r % ~ e a n  o r i g i n ,  i nc lud ing  a o r e  than  

twenty percent  French. Data on o r i g i n  of pe r sons ,  however, a r e  u n a v a i l a b l e .  

e * 

Table  15. A g r i c u l t u r a l  Land Cla iun ts  by Year - T o h ~ s h i p  67 $ange 24* 

Year Number 

1910 1 ( 
1911 
1912 

1 8  . 
6 

1913 
1915 

6 - 
2 

*Source: Appendix C 



1 

Figure 26 



- 
The curious rise .in the aettlement pattern of 1928 wae in some way 

influenced by the Soldier Settlement Board. It secured four of the eight 

homestead claims for former military personnel. The reudining four, 

however, were part of the normal evolutionary settlement activity in' T67, 

R21. Seventy percent of the settlement activity had been completed by 1920, 
t 

and except for the 1928 rise, the pattern is indicative of community 
? 

expansion. The one claim in 1948 was in some way part of the military 

establishment's role in land settlement, i.e., the claim was a Veteran's 

*'= 1 ' Homestead Lease. 

Township 67 Range 19 
I .  

A dramatic change is shown in this townstffp, i.e., it is different in 

sequence occupancy and resulting pattern from the earlier ones. There is 
\ 

one similarity, ho ever, and that-iwthat settlement connnenced in 1910 -- G ( 
about the same time as in the oth~>ownships. Figure 27 and Table 16, .. 
nevertheless, show how much of this settlement oicurred between 1921 and 

, 
1930. Whfle approximately sixteen percent of the settlement was established 

between 1910 and 1917, neqrly sixty-four percent happened between 1921 and. . 
1930. In the five-year period between 1926 and 1930,'there were fifty- 

three land claimants -- ma&ly Ukrainian surnamed folk. 

The reasons for this en m 8 8 e  settlement are unknown, but the 

cadastral abstract shows that a land title for a two-acre cemetery site was 

issued to the Ruthenian Greek Catholic Parish of Holy Trinity on 46 Apr 36 
I 

in the northeast quarter of section 21. A site of .99 acre was secured by 

the Parish on 30 May 40 in the southwest quarter of section 34. *ese data 

suggest that the Ukrainians in this township were in some way organized 

around the Church. The real circumstances of this situation, however, 

demand further investigation. 





\ .  Year Number . 

1910 2' 
1912 2 
1913 5 

-.c 7 1914 . 5 
1917 1 

I 

\ 

1937 2 
/ 

1938 3 - 

19- I 1 
3 1946 

1949 1 '  
CI -- # 

*Source: Appendix C 3 

P . L 

Township 68 Range 16  . 

Many of t h e  s e t ~ l e r s  t o  t h i s  township came from ~rovemAnt,  
b 

a 
and a r e  b r i e f l y  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  tb d i scuss ion  on i m m i g r a n t $ . V ~ i g u r e - 2 8  - 

ahoy8 t h e  p a t t e r n  of s&tlem&t .between 1911 and 1949. ~ ~ ~ e n d i x .  C ( t h e  . 

c a d a s t r a l  r e f o r d  f o r  ~ 6 8 ,  R16) demonstrates t h e  n a t u r a l  upans$ons  of 
I I 

f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  township. Table 17 i l l u s t r a t e s  s e q u e n t i a l  se t t l ement  by 
' /  - .  k 

year.  The ~ i l & e  of Plamndon is loca ted  i n  t h i s  township, and t b  cur ren t  



Figure -28 .' 



fnbabi tants  a r e  p r i r a r i l y  d e s c d a n t r  of French r a n t .  f r a  Michigan, 

Table 17. A g f i c u l t u r a l  Lami C l a h a n t s  by Y e a r  - Tovp.hip 68 m e  16* 

This  is .one of t h e  more s p a r s e l y  s e t t l e d  tovnships in t h e  study area 

( see  H g u r e  29). It hiis a t o t a l  of twenty-seven lard c l a m t s  between 
7 

- 
1911 and 1941. Of t h e  t h r e e  land c l a i r e  in 1911, tw were South A f r i c a n '  

a 

Veteran c l a h s ,  and t h r e e  of t b e  f l v e  1928.claiu,  were by t h e  So ld ie r  

Sett lement Board. Table 18 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  sequen t ia l  se t t l ement  colrenced 

in 1911, and by 1916 f if ty-twq percent  of ' the t o t a l  n k b e r  of c l a m  had be& 

f i l e d .  While this township -1s w r e  than t e n  dies t o  t h e  northwest of 

cas lad  &is Colon7' Number 7 ,  i t  i s  poss ib le  that t h e  Colony haa had some- 
I '  . 

th ing  to do,wi th  ntmber of French our 7 this 



Figure 29 



. P 
township. 

Table 18. A g r i c u l t u r a l  Lad C l a h a n t s  by Y e a r  - T o w h i p  65 Ba& 12* . . 

\ 
*Source: Appendix C 

- P 

Tovnship 65 Range 19  

The V i l l  e of Boyle is loca ted  i n  th isa township .  Appendix C shovs thac Y 
t h e  ma jo r i ty  bf t h e  settlers are of European o r i g i n  -- about f o r t y  percent-, 

€3 

judging from *he s u r n s e s ,  appear t o  be Ukrainians. There ts a Rutheuim 
k. 

Greek ~ a r i s h ' o f  Holy T r i n i t y  c e e t e r y  loca ted  i n  t h e  northwest q u a r t e r  of 

. s e c t i o n  27, which w& e s t a b l i s h e d  25 Nov 35. There is no record -o f  a church 

being e s t a b l i s ~  i. t h i ~  t-ship! but i t  is p o s s i b l e  t ~ t  t i e  *ainians - 

in t h i s  tovnship were in sole way calmected t o  those  who s e t t l e d  i n  T67, 
,> 

Rl9. 
' . 

Figure  30 and Table 1 9  i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  p a t t e r n  and sequence\of settle- 
b 

ment. in T65, Rl9 b e t d e n  1912 and 1946. It 

t h e  peak of se t t l ement  a c t i v i t y  occurred a t  

Alber ta  and Great Watervays Railway Company 

ra i lway t r a c k s  t h a t  t r a v e r s e  t h i s  township. 

is  of some i n t e r e s t  t o  no te  t h a t  

l e a s t  four y e a r s - b e f o r e  t h e  

&chased ;and8 i n  1918 f o r  t h e  

The rise i n  se t t l ement  a c t i v i t y  

i n  1928 cannot be explained on t h e  b a s i s  of the  ' so ld ie r  Set  tl-t Board's 
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(412 - 1920 ' 

, a 

: .  
......... ........ ........ ......... ......... ........ ......... ........ ..... .... c::. 13 lq21 z -  - I930 

1931 - 1940 

1-1 1945 - 1946 

I 1  uMxAImD 



i n f luence .  It m e  rernponsible for only tw of the tw c b i u  in 1928. 

5 

, 
b 

r ic~,&u 
9 

.Table 19, Ag 
r 

'ral L a d  C l a i r m t s  by Year - Township 65 Range. l9* 

- 2 .  

Year N k b e r  

/ d 

ource: Appendix C I 

/ 

Township 65 Range 16  

The most outs tanding c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i n  t h l s  township, a s  shown i n  

Figure 31, i s  t h a t  t h e  p a t t e r n  a c t i v i t y  occurred 
\ 

i n  t h e  1930's.  This  is  t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

se t t l ement  i n  nor theas t  Alber ta  where t h e  bulk was ee tab l i shed  a f t e r  1930 

-- t o  be more accura te ,  between 1932 and 1939. The t o t a l  se t t l ement  during 





t h i s  period accounts f o r  e ighty- three  

surn'ames of Ukrainians are prominent. 

. - * 

182. 

percent  of land c lnCarnt r ,  and t h e  - 

Ttsere is a td-acre cemttery e i t e  

t 
i n  t h e  southwe8t 'quar ter  df s e c t i o n  18, vh ich ' f as  i i ~ t a b l i s h a d  by t h e  

k a i n i a n  Greek Orthodoli church of &nada i n  1937. % , / 
1 ' 

This  township is, indeed, an a r e a  where t h e  ra i lway ~s es tab l i ehed  , 

\, 

before t h e  bulk 'of  settlers. However, t h e  ra i lway t r a c k s  were l a i n  some L 
t w e  ,r ve t o  - f i f t e e n  years  before  t h i s  1930's se t t l ement  a c t i v i t y .  The per iod . a - b :  J 

- of i n t e n s e  re i lway buf ld ing ac t ' i v i ty  w a s  i n  1918, and t h e  f f r s t  homestead 

claim was f i l e d  i n  1919, Table 20 d e t a i l s  t h e  s e q u e n t i a l  settleatat. 

Table 20.' A g r i c u l t u r a l  Land Claimants by Year - Township 65 Range lb* 

Year 
1 

Number 

- - 

*Source: Appendix C 

Township 67 Range 18 
I 

Grassland i s  located  in this'township: A s  with t h e  examination of 

T67, R19, t h i s  township shows i n t e n s e  se t t lement  a c t i v i t y  ig t h e  1920's.  

F i f ty - th ree  c la ims were f i l e d  between 1922 and 1930 (see  Table 21), and 



. - 
f i f ty-one percent  of a l l  'clai.. vere f i l e d  betveen 1922 and 1929. - 
nine-year peripd between 1931 ad,1939, t h e r e  rare 

t 

f9t s t o t a l  of th i r ty-one percent  of t h e  settlers.. ~ b l s  t w s h i p  ir again  
. . 

s h i l a r  t o  T67, Rlq i n  that a l a r g e  percentage of t h e  &tilers have Ukrainian 

surnames. H6wever, they d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  church af f i l i a t i o n .  The Rut her ian  
6 

h reek-Catholic Church of Blessed Sacraments e ~ t a b l i s h e d  a church and cemetery 
- 

on 1.68 a c r e s  on 23 Sep 48 i n  t h e  ' south  st qua i t e r  of Sec t ion  1. Figure 32 - 'Q c. 
9. L 

Table 21. Agr icu l tu ra l  Land Claimants by Year - Township 67 Range 18* . - 
L 

t Year Number 

1914 6 - 
1915 . 1 1920 3 
1922 1 
1923 7 - i 

S 
P 

*Source: Appendix C _.- . A 

%. 





C * 
i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  settlepbent pa t tern ; :  2 

* Township 68 Range 20 

v Of t h e  t h i x t e e n  townships examined, t h i s  one has  t h e  least number of 
_< F I 

se t t l ement  claims dur ing th; l i f  %& t h e  "public  l ands  pol icy"  of t h e  
* - -% 

t 

f e d e r a l  government which was c o n t i h b d  by t h  Alber ta  goverment  u n t i l  
\ - 

1939. The Alberta.government c i a sed  g ran t ing  ' f r  enhomestead i n  t h a t  year  e 
I. 

and inaugurated an a g r i c u l t u r a l  l e a b e  po l i cy .  S ix ty-e ight  percent  of the,  

land c la ims ii t h i s  township were betwhen 1928 and 1939, and t h e  , 
, 

remaining thir ty-two percent  f t e r  the  -expi ra t  i o n  of t h e  "public  

l ands  policy."  The c a d a s t r a l  record shows t h a t  n e a r l y  a l l  a r e  persons 

wi th  Ukrainian surnames. Table '22 i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  ,sequence of s e t t l e m e n t ,  
-. 

and Figure  33 shows t h e  resulting&. 

L 
Table 22. ~ g r i c u l t u r a l  Land C3aimants by Year - Township 68 Range 20* 

Year ~ u b b e r  

*Source: Appendix C 
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187: a . , . 

- % 

T+e se t t lement  d h a  from the twen -f ive PerSQnt a m p l e  of t h e  s tudy,  

2'+ 
when viewed i n  t h e  c o n t a t  of occupancy, g ive  UB an oppor tun i ty  t o  d iscups  

success  :from two vantage: wktal-&e f ollo&&$'discu.sion, t I k l  loo@ a t  

9.  , - . I  

, : b .. 
DISiCUSSION 

"1 . . \ 

The people who came t o  s e t t J e  i n  northeast d b e r t a  d i d  s o  f o r  va r ious  
* .  

and sometimes v e r y - d i f f e r e n t  reasons ,  but  it  is - c l e a r  t h a t  they were drawn - 

L 

GO t h i s  region,  i n  p a r t ,  by t h e  gdvernmentas guarantee of t e n u r e , r i g h t s .  

I t  ,The  r o l e  of "boosterism, however; is  a s  a promipent i n d u c d e n t  , 

' , 

hea&!Alberta. A g r i c u i ~ r a i  success  i n  a . . f o r  a t t r a c t i n g  settlers t o  n o r t  
4 - . 

, minor a r e a  such a s  a c I i m a t i c a l l y  favdrab la  land around Mission La Biche, 

- and t h e  development of t h e  garden d i s t r i c t  myth a t  Athabasca, set t h e  s t a g e  

f o r  t h e  reg ion ' s  s o c i a l  condi t ions ,  
9 

It was S i f t o n ' s  immigratiorl po l i cy  - tha t  produced t h e  i n f l u x  of , i - 

3 ixmnigrants a f t e r  1896, and by 1906 a l l  of the b e s t  agr icui tur ; l  l a d  i n  

Alber ta  had been s e t t l e d .  The f a c t o r t d a t  emerges q l i i te  c l e a r l y  from t h b h  

twenty-five percent  sample is  that '  t h e  se t t lement  sequence was by no means 
s t 

6 

uniform. Some of t h e  s e t t l e r s  from t h e  P a l l i s e r  Tr iangle  were involved i n  * , -  i, 
* * 

a 
s e t t l i n g  thk study a r e a  dur ing t h e  middle. and la te  1930's .even though many . 

a r e a s  e r e  being s e t t l e d  about 1910. + L. 

< - 

The d a t e  bresenr.ed i n  t h i s  chap te t  a r e  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  make judgements 

about success.  en& C shows, 'on ' the average townshipt t h a t  it took % 

, . 

t h e  ind iv idua l  claimant six years  t o  ob ta in  pa ten t  f%i  t h e  a d ,  wiich 
w 

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  people who i e t t l e d  t h i s  a r e a  s t ruggled.  f o r  theblands 
r. - s. 

they obtained.  w n  terms of occupancy, i t  . i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  f o l k  w e r e ? .  . . 



- .  .. 
However, t'h2 r a w  d a t a  c o n t r a d i c t  t h i s  no t ion  of  .u ,c i rss ;  PO; .. 

&ample ,/ wh& t h e  r e s i d e n t  popula t ibn  by to&ship  i n  1971 is, compared with - \. . + 
. - 

, - t h e  twenty-f4ve percent  sample of '  t h e  s tudy a r e a ,  t h e  l o s s  o f  pdpula t ioq  in 
\ . Z 

C. 

t h e  r u r a l  arells where f e r t i l i t y  rites a r e  h i g h e s t * c h a l l e n g e s  t h e  no t ion  qf 
a 

success fu l  occupancy. Some examples a r e  i l l u s t r a t i v e :  Of t h e  s i x t y - f i v e  
A . e 

cla ims i n  T67; R24 between 1908 and 1950, the:pop;lation in 1971, d s  88; . . '- 
. . 

of t h e  nlnity-two clqims ..in f 6 7 ,  R18 Betwedn 1914 and 1950, t h e  p o p u l a t i ~ n  :* 

\ 

i n  1971 was 222 -- more than h a l l  of t h e s e  were a t  t h e  se t t l ement  of . 

- 
BoyJe even though 104' land c la ims were made h e r e  b'etween 1911 m d  

b. . - 
. 

The ques t ion  of sucCess which must be addfessed he re  is t h a t  involving 
1 

people r a t h e r  than numhers. Three groups v e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  ?n t h i s  c h a p t i r  ' 
" 

+ '  
* . - a s  seeking ~ u c i e s s  i n  nor theas t  Albert;, and they are d e d  t o  -address 

. .  
tHe ques t ion  of success  i n  occupancy a ~ d  g e n e k t i ' o n a l  l i h b g e .  . . 3 

m e f 
' The i n t e r n a l  migrahts,  who were re&ees  irw t h e  drought  cond i t ions  . 

'a of  outh he astern Alber t a ,  were unsuccessful  i n  theYr p u r s u i t s  of economic 
" - a .  

betterment. .  They l e f t  l ands  t h a t  w e r e  c l i m a t i c a l l y  m a r g h a l ,  from t h e  . 
3 .  

7- - 

C 

s t andpo in t  of p f e c i p i t a t i o n ,  add moved t o  wi th  a low degqqe of .. 
5 

i n f  r a s t r u c t u r a l  development and s e v q e  f r o s t  hazards. Fbhrle d0zac.k ' - .  v 
- 

C I 
a;tqibutes t h i s  f s i l u r e  t p  t h e  smal l  a z e  of farms,87 t h i s  author  i t t r i b u t e s  

I . C 
t 

t h e  l a c k  of success  t o  podr planning which inc ludes  t h e  growing of c e r e a l s  
. 

i 

. a s  a cash  crcip. ' . 
' * .  

' ' The Afroamerican;, on t h e  o t h e r  . h a d ,  a r e  success fu l  as a'group., 
5 

a Their  sdccesses  began a s  soon a s  they a r r ived  "In:the study a r e a ,  i .e . ,  one 

4 - measure of their success  wag escaping t h e  i f i t e n s e A i a 1  h o s t i l i t y  of t h e  
t 

Oklahoma environment. There were o t h e r  succresses among t h e  Afroqmerican 
. ?  d ? 

'*A 



centered about h b e r  .Valley. 

These refugees es tabl ished a school, churcbes.-i.post office, social 

clubs,  baseball  team, and offered- a twoday picnic  during the surer as 
k . Q 

a f p c t i o n  f o r  a l l  blacks i n  Alberta t o  a t t e d .  Two generations a r e  

- establ ished a t +  tbe $it*e, but the  t h i rd  generation s tands as a question 
L 1 

mark a s  the k & r  Valley c o & m i t y  is  now an in t eg ra l  par t  of northeast  

Alberta ra ther  than a unique and i so la ted  area. 

The French from Michigan, l i k e  the Afroamerican h i g r d n t s ,  a r e  
\ 

successfwl a s  a group. Even though their reasons fqr i l i g r a t i n g  a r e  
2 

unclear,  . the  French M g r a n t s  es tabl ished a church, sc&ol, poet off i ce ,  

a d  the  Village of Plasoodolr. Generational l i n ~ r a ~ i n s t i t u t f n u l  . 
deve lopep t s  a r e  evident in the  s e t t l a e n t .  Indeed, the Plaaondon / 

 istot to tical Society and D i s t r i c t  Museum have been establ ished t o  insure 
* 5 

the continuation of past  t r ad i t i ons .  r*---) 
5 5' 
4 

It 'becomes' evident tha t  there  were other successes in northeast  

Alberta, but the  degree of those is  unknown. In terms of occupancy, i t  is 
L 

of i n t e r e s t  t o  the  pa t te rn  of e thn ic  d i s t r i bu t ions  i n  Figure 34. While 

t h i s  pa t te rn  is  s ign i f i can t ly  d i f f e r e n t  f rck  a comparable-sized area i n  

r u r a l  Alberta,:8 i t  ref l e c t s  the  sequential  occupancy of tbe land i n  'north- J 

- -24 4 eas t  Alberta. Figure 35 shows what the pred inant  rellgion'was fo r  t h i s  

saae area  in.1961. \ 1 -  The significant f ac to r s  i n  t h i s  chapter, t en, revolve around the 
t .  - 

-P$ee h a L r a l  a t t r a c t i o n s  provided by the e n v i r o n m t  : r a i n f a l l .  acreage, 
C 

1 

and refuge. But the  environment offered more than those enumerated 

' chara&er is t ics .  The environment provided an abundake of a a t k a l l y  

occurring resources from which the -igrants could sus t a in  themselves. 







Spruce trees were used t o  c o n s t r u c t  the f i r s t  l o g  b u i l d i n g s ,  taratac 
' ,  

trees were used f o r  p o s t s  because they  hold vater wi thou t  r a t t i n g  r e a d i l y ,  

and pop la r  t r e e s  were used f o r  f u e l .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  s a ska toon  and blue- 

b e r r i e s  provided t h e s e  settlers t o  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a - w i t h  an oppor tun i ty  

t o  pu t  away p r e s e r v e s  f o r  t h e  win ter .  Deer and m o o s e  s a t i s f i e d , c e r t a i n  

meat requi rements ,  and f i s h  was always a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  many lakes, 

s t reams,  and pohds. 
\ 

It is  p o s s i b l e  t h a r  t h i s  subs i s t ence - l eve l  of e x i s t e n c e  co lo red  t h e  

ou t look  of many Inmigrant  s e t t l e r s .  They came f o r  t h e  p o s i t i v e  a t t r i b u t e s ,  

which s u b s i s t e n c e  and f r e e  land  provided,  and ignored  t h e  n e g a t i v e  a s p e c t s  

of n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a .  While t h e r e  a r e  succes ses  i n  t h e  s t u d y ' a r e a ,  i n  

g e n e r a l  i r  was t h e  f a l s e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  of t h e  environment's p r o d u c t i v i t y  
1 

f o r  c o m e r c i a 1  a g r i c u l t u r e  t h a t  unde rg i rds  t h i s  r e g i o n ' s  m a r g i n a l i t y .  

T r a g i c a l l y ,  t h e s e  e x p e c t a t i o n s  are not  l i m i t e d  t o  t h e  p a s t .  Pew nor th-  
9 

e a s t - A l b e r t a  f a rmers  vill admit t h a t  they  l i v e  i n  an  a r e a  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  

marg ina l i t y .  

While t h i s  c h a p t e r  has  set t h e  s t a g e  f o r  unders tanding  t h e  background 

t o  t h e  s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s ,  and looking  a t  ways of viewing .e lements  of 

succes s ,  t h e  ~ o l l o w i n ~  c h a p t e r  presenta  a  p i c t u r e  of ecoaomic pover ty  i n  t h e  

region.  The q u e s t i o n  of succes s ,  accordin$to g o v e & n e n t a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  is 
. . 

very  r e l e v a n t  a t  t h i s  j unc tu re .  Who is r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p l i g h t  of t h e  

people i n  n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a?  



h e  Dominion l ands  Ac t  of 1872 is "An A c t  respecting t h e  Pub l i c  Land. of ' 

t h e  DoPrinion," Acts of t'he Parliament of Canada (1872), Chapter XXIII, 
pp. 5 d 9 0 .  Brovn Chamberlain Law P r i n t e r s  f o r  Canada, Ottawa. Fur the r  
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h i s  source  a r e  c i t e d  a s  t h e  "public  l a n d s  policy." 

%WD, V.A., "Alber ta ' s  Pub l i c  Land Policy,"  J m l  of F a  E d c s ,  
Vol. 33, No. 4, P a r t  2 (1951), p. 736. . . 

3 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  D.N.G., The k e e s  of Rum2 Settlement i n  the Athabasca .Areu, ' 

Alberta. Unpfib1ished'M.A. Thes is  (1970), p. 62. Univers i ty  of Alber ta ,  
Edmonton. 

4 Supm, Chapter 111, p. 73. 

5 ~ 0 0 ~ ,  op. At. ,  736, quoting from the  Corre~pDndence o f  S i r  J o h  A. 
~ D o M ~ ~ ,  has shown t h a t  t h e  then Prlme Minis ter  of Canada s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
people of the  United S t a t e s  "are  prepared t o  da a l l  they  c 
t o  g e t  possession of she  Western T e r r i t o r y  and we mst 
vigorous  s t e p s  t o  counterac t  them. " Wood has f  i rr ther  s u e e c e d  that "'by 
1900 t h e  t h r e a t  of an  invas ion from t h e  United S t a t e s  h& ~ i s s e d . .  ." (p. 737). 

should be &rue i n  mind t h a t  f o r e i g n e r s  could pot  r ece ive  patexit f o r  
land i n  Canada, i . e . ,  ". .. t h e  settler o r  ... cliiiinant s h a l l  be e n t i t l e d  
t o  a  pa ten t  f o r  the - l and ,  provided such claimant f s  ... a s u b j e c t  of Her 
Majesty by b i r t h  o r  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n . "  Supra, Chapter 111, p .  73.  

7 ~ h e  fol lowing idformation,  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  MacGregor, is from James G. - 

MacGregor, A History of Alberta (1972), pp. 163-177. Hurt ig Pub l i she r s ,  
Edmonton. 

'llrid., p. 165. MOOD, op. r p. 737, 'wrote t h a t  "p r io r  t o  the  t r a n s f e r  
of t h e  Wes te rnJe r r i to ry  o Dominion c o n t r o l  s e v e r a l  surveys were made by 
q u a l i f i e d  men of the  da t o  determine t h e  s u i t a b i l i t y  of t h e  ar-& f o r  
se t t l ement .  Some of t h e  r e p o r t s  submitted were c o n t r a d i c t o r y ,  but the  
genera l  consensus of opinion was expressed by Captain John P a l l i s e r ,  who 
s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e ' a r e a  forming a t r i a n g l e  of southeas tern  Alber ta  and south- 
western Saskatchewan was unsui ted  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  se t t l ement . "  

9Mac~REGO~, op. c i t . ,  p. 170. 
I 

1 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ A N G ,  Robin R.,  The 1kpia2 Agricultunl Set t lemqt  of the Morinville 
- Westbck area, Alberta. UnplCblished H . A .  Thesis  (1972), p. 48. Univer- 
s i t y  of Alber ta ,  Edmonton. i 

' 121-bid., pp. 201-202. 



1 4 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  up. cit., p. 40, noted that "the n r e  of t h e  sa t r1- t 'ms ,chm~edI .  
from 'Athabaeka L n d i n g '  t o  'Athabasca' i n  1905. The 'k' in 'Athabaeka' 
was e v e n t t a l l y  replaced by a ' c . '  The t o m  of 'Athabaska' was r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  'Athabaska Landing' throughout t h e  e a r l y  f u r  t r a d i n g  p e r i o d  and t h e  
initial a g r i c u l t u r a l  se t t l ement  period ..." 

1 6 ~ .  , pp. 59-61. 

17Alberta Department of Lands and F o r e s t s ,  P h  of  Towurhip 66 Range 22 
West- of the F o u r t h  Merid&. The four  occas ions  .were Hay 1888; August 20, 
1897 ; . Ju ly  27, 1904; and September 30, 1904. T h e l a s t  survey of record 
is  J u l y  18, 1907. 

1 8 ~ ~ ~ ~ C K ,  W i l l i a m  J., The Spatial Pattern of Farwring Neur Lac La B i c h e ,  
Alberta. Unpublished M.A. Thes is  (1969), p. 50. Univers i ty  .of Alber ta ,  
Edmonton. kc 

'O~bid., pp. 59-61'. 

2 1 W H ~ ~ ~ ~ E Y ,  A. S. , "Peopling of t h e  P r a i r i e  Provinces of  Canada, h e r i c &  
Journal  o f  SocioZogy, Vol. 38, No. 2 (19321, p. 244. 

2 2 ~ c A R ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  D. A. , " I m i g r a t  ion  and Coloni ra t  ion i n  Canada, 1900-1930," 
Pioneer Set t  Zment : American Ceographica Z Society Specia 2 Acblication 
Number 1 4 ,  ( l932) ,  p. 24. W.L.G. Joerg ,  ed. Worcester,  Mass. 

2 3 ~ h e  Northern News, Saturday,  January 7, 1911, p. 4. The Northern News 
proudly proclaimed t h a t  i t  was "published i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t  of Athabasca 
and the  l a s t  bes t  West." 

24 
M r .  F.P. Begory, Superintendent  of Schools a t  Athabasca, suggested i n  a 
persona2 comnmication (14 Aug 75) t h a t  the  people of Athabasca had en te r -  
ta ined hopes of having t h e  c a p i t a l  of the  province loca ted  here.  Michael 
C. Jansson,  author  of Fanner Respase t o  WiMZife Depredation ..., 
proper ty  owner i n  nor theas t  Albe r t a ,  and employed by t h e  government of 
Alber ta ,  suggested i n  a personal cownunication (13 Sep 73) t h e  same not ion .  
However, i t  has been impossible t o  f ind  documented evidence t o  sub- 
s t a n t i a t e  these  claims.  

25Go To Athabasca Lunding, a pamphlet published by t h e  P u b l i c i t y  C o l i t t e e  
of the  Athabasca Board of Trade, r ep r in ted  i n  The Northern News, Apri l  
21, 1910; a l s o  r e p r i n t e d  i n  STONE, op. &t., pp. 183-186. Fur ther  
r e fe rences  t o  t h i s  source  w i l l  be c i t e d  a s  Pamphlet. 

2 6 ~ a m p h ~ e t .  

. 2 7 ~ ~ ~ N E ,  op. &t., p. 65. 

28~bid. ,  pp. 66-67. 



30STO&op; cit . ,  pp. 67-70. 

3 2 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  op. cit., pp. 70-72. 

3 6 M a c ~ ~ ~ G O R ,  op. c i t . ,  pp. 210-211; 235. 

4 0 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  op. kt., p. 73. 

41~tlas of Alberta, p. 120. 

2 M a c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  op tit-@ pp. 257-258; 266-267. 

4 3 ~ e e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  as  examples  i n v o l v i n g  push f a c t o r s :  STEVEWW, W. l a i n ,  
The Role of lktyth i n  Welsh Settlement i n  Patagonia, Unpubl ished M.A. 
T h e s i s  (1974).  pp. 1-10 and 58-59. Simon P r a e e r  u n i v e r s i t y ,  Burnaby; 
and LANGEMANN, Ralph E.,  M.A. Essaye, Unpubl ished M.A. T h e s i s  (1971) ,  
pp. 14-21. Simon F r a s e r  U n i v e r s i t y ,  Burnaby. See  a l s o ,  LEE, E v e r e t t  S . ,  
"A Theory of M i g r a t i o n , "  Demography, Vol. 3 ,  No. 1 (1966) ,  pp. 47-57 f o r  a n  
a d e q u a t e  c o m p a r a t i v e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  f a c t o r s  i n v o l v e d  i n  m i g r a t i o n s .  

4 
4 4 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  op. At.., p. 55. MacGREGOR, op. c i t . ,  pp. 266-267.. 

46Anonymous, D i s t r i c t  A g r i c u l t u r a l  O f f i c e ,  Lac La Biche ,  23 J u l  76. 

4 7 ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  E i l e e n ,  "Plamondon: A C o r n u n i t y  P r o f i l e  , I 1  Unpubl ished Paper  p r e p a r e d  
f o r  u p g r a d i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  a t  A l b e r t a  Voca t ion  C e n t r e ,  Lac La Biche  (1977) .  



,49meksem Conmuittee's ChmMlogimZ, GeneaZoghZ, ~ i s to&lka londar  
of Plamondon, Alberta is a document t h a t  was c rea ted  f o r  t h e  J u l y  1-3 
Plamondon Homecoming i n  1973. There are more than t h r e e  hundred pages 
devoted t o  va r ious  a s p e c t s  of se t t l ement  and c m u n i t y  development. The 
document, however, is f a r  from organized,  and i t  is not  poae ib le  t o  
develop a comprehensive understanding of t h a t  -'area1 s develo-pment . The 
Museum Co~rmittee's docwnent, f0.r example, sugges t s  that a group headed by 
Joseph Plamondon a r r i v e d  and founded P lmondonv i l l e  on J u l y  28, 1908, but  
t h e  c a d a s t r a l  record  of Township 68 Range 16 West of t h e  Fourth Meridian 
(Appendix C) shows t h a t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  d a t e  of e n t r y  on t h e  land began i n  
1911. The docwnent, never the less ,  con ta ins  some good informat ion  t h a t  
should b e  pursued in t h e  f u t u r e .  

5 0 ~ o h n  W. kforris of t h e  Geography Department, Norman : Univers i ty  of 
' Oklahoma (1972) provid d t h e  fol lowing information on t h e  phys ica l  back- 

ground of Okfuskee Cou 1 t y :  ".. . i t  l ies  i n  t h e  Sandstone H i l l s  reg ion of Oklahoma. 
The bed rock i s  s a n d s t ~ n e  and s h a l e  of Pennsylvania age. 
These s t r a t a  genera l ly  have a s l i g h t  we$<ward d ip .  The 
s u r f a c e  of m o s t  of t h e  country is  h i l l y  4ue t o  t h e  
r e s i s t a n c e  of t h e  sandstoneledgeswhich r i s e  a$ e a s t  
f ac ing  escarpments above t h e  f l a t s  which a r e  under la in  , 

by sha les .  Drainage is  i n t o  the  North Canadian River 
which meanders through much of t h e  southern p a r t  of t h e  
country,  and Deep Fork which touches the  nor thern  p a r t  
of the  county. Both have s e v e r a l  s m a l l  t r i b u t a r i e s .  
Or ig ina l ly  a l a r g e  p a r t  of t h e  county was timbered, 
al though some of t h e  f l a t s  were p r a i r i e .  This  p r a i r i e  
land was t h e  f i r s t  ploughed and planted.  The average 
yea r ly  r a i n f a l l  is 35-38 inches  with the  maximum occurr ing  
i n  l a t e  sp r ing  o r  e a r l y  summer. January temperatures 

- average between 35' and 40•‹ F., and J u l y  temperatures 
average 80•‹ and 85O F. The growing season averages 220 
dayslyear .  Cotton and corn were the  chief  a g r i c u l q u r a l  
products  when tb Afroamericans emigrated." 

- 
5 1 ~ n  a h d i t i o n  t o  t h e  removal t h r u s t s  of the  American Colonizat ion Socie ty  

t h a t  had d e f i n i t e  in f luence  on U.S. s o c i e t y  i n  terms of co lon iza t ion  
schemes f o r  black people dur ing  the  19th  century ,  s e e  t h e  fol lowing a s  
l e s s  well-known examples: PEASE, W i l l i a m  H. and PEASE, Jane  H . ,  "Organized 
Negro Communities: A North American Experiment , I '  J O ~ Z  of Negro History, 
Vol. 74, No. 1- (1962) ,  pp. 19-34; SCHIEPS, Paul J . ,  "Lincoln and t h e c  
Chi r iqu i  Colonizat ion Pro jec t , "  Journal of Negro History, Vol. 37, No. 4 
(1952), pp. 418-453; HOWAY, F,W., "The Negro Inmigrat ion i n t o  Vancouver 
Is land i n  1858," British Columbia Hiatox4caZ Quarterly, Vol. 3, No. 2 
(1935), pp. 101-113; RIPPY, J .  Fred, "A Negro Colonizat ion P r o j e c t  i n  
Mexico: 1895," Journal of Negro History, Vol. 6, No. 1 (1921). pp. 66-73; 
WESLEY, Charles H. ,  " ~ i n c o l n ' s  Plan f o r  Colonizing t h e  Emancipated 
Negroes," Journal of Negro History, Vol. 4 ,  No. 1 (1919). pp. 7-21; and 
LANDON, Fred C . ,  "The Buxton Setqtlement i n  ~ a n a d a , "  JownaZ of Negro 
History, Vol. 3, No. 4 (1918), pp. 360-367. 

5 2 ~ 0 r  t h e  development of Qklahoma T e r r i t o r i a l  s t a t u t e s  regarding t h e  
segregat ion  of b lacks  from whi tes  i n  schools ,  a legacy bequeathed t o  the, 



S t a t e  of Oldahoma, see BALYEAT, Frank A. , " ~ e ~ r e ~ a t i o n  i n  t h e  Publ ic  
schools  of Oklahoma T e r r i t o r y , "  ChrunicZes of Oklahornz, Vol, 39, No. 2 
(1961), pp. '180-192. - 

5 3 M E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  P h i l i p ,  "Discriminat  ion and Statehood i n  Oklahoma, " ~ i c Z e s  
o f  OkZahuna, Vol. 49, No. 3 ( l W l ) ,  p. 340. The l o g i c a l  system, ~f 
course ,  r e f e r s  t o  thoae  w i t h  the power t o  determine t h e  l o g i c  v e r s w  t h e  
i l l o g i c .  

5 4 ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Mozell C. ,  "The All-Negro h u n i t i e s  of Oklahoma: The Natura l  
His tory  of a S o c i a l  Movement," JoamaZ of Negro H$story, Vol. 31, No. 3 
(1946), pp. 263; 268. 

A 

5 6 ~ ~ T T ~ ~ ,  William ind GEIS, G i l b e r t ,  "Racial Self  -Fulf i l l a e n t  and ' the Rise 
of an A l l  Negro Comnunity i n  Oklahoma," Phzj ton, Vol. 18,  No. 3 (1957), 
p. 248. 

5 7 ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  op. cit., p. 261. There is no known way of checking o n  t h e  accuracy 
of t h e  populat ion e s t i m a t e s  made i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e .  

5 8 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  and GEIS, op. c i t . ,  p. 248. t 
5 9 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  F.G., "The Negroes and t h e  Creek Nation," Southern Worbnan, Vol. 

34, (1908), p. 107. 

6 0 ~ e ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Arthur H. , Jr. ,  egoti ti at ions f o r  t h e  Removal of t h e  Choctaw," 
.C?~,~onicZes of Oklahclma, Vol. 35, No. 1 (l96O), p. 96. 

6 ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Yyat t F. , "The ~ e l a k i o n  Negroes and Choctaw and Chicasaw 
Indians ,"  JounaZ of  Negro @ Vol. 33, No. 1 (1948) , ' p .  29. 

? .  

63~bid., pp. 27-28., 

r )  6 4 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  op. dt . ,  pp. 106-110. Cf.,  Kenneth W. P o r t e r ,  "John Caeser: 
Seminole P a r t i s a n , "  Journal o f  Negro Hietory, Vol. 31, No. 2 (f946),  pp. 
190-207. 

6 5 M O O ~ ~ ,  Junius  8. , "The Survey of Indian  ~ e r < i t o r ~  ," Chronicles of 
OkZahuna, Vol. 28, No. 4 (1950), pp. 445-451: "There w r e  a-number of 
reasons  why the  United S t a t e s  wishes t o  convert Indian  b e r t i t o r y  i n t o  a 

' S t a t e ,  and t o  b r ing  t h e  Five Civ i l i zed  Tr ibes  ... under tits d i r e c t  
c o n t r o l .  F i r s t  many whi te  people had come i n t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  and were 
asking f o r  a s h a r e  i n  the  government, from which, a s  non-Indians, they 
were excluded. Another, whiclfeeemed more s e r i o u s ,  was s i n c e  t h e  United 
S t a t e s  laws were not  i n  f o r c e  i n  Indian  nat ion$,  many c r imina l s  were 
evading j u s t i c e  by escaping t o  i t s  M r d e r s .  And f u r t h e r ,  t h e  United S t a t e s  
wanted t o  meet t h e  demand, on the  p a r t  o f ' t h e  country i n  genera l ,  t h a t  
unused lands  be open f o r  se t t l ement .  So i n  1893 t h e  government took the  
f i r s t  s t e p  toward conver t ing  Indian T e r r i t o r y  i n t o  a S t a t e  by appoint ing 



t he  Dawes Complission t o  work among t h e  Indiane t o  persuade them t o  a l low 
t h e i r  proper ty ,  which had b 3 n  held i n  colaon, t o  be div ided among t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  members of t h e  t r i b e s  and t o  accept  United S t a t e s  c i t i z e n s h i p . "  

6 6 ~ o r  t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  development of t h i s  proposed S t a t e ,  see: IU)(VELL, 
Amos, "The Sequoyah Convention," P a r t  I ,  Chronicies of Okhhoma, Vol. 28, 
No. 1 (l95O), pp. 161-192; and MAXWELL, Amos, "The Sequoyah Convention," 
P a r t  2, Chronictee of O k k h a n a ,  Vol. 28, So. ' 3 (l95O), pp. 29!3-340. 

3 

6 7 M A X W E ~ ~ ,  Amos, "The Sequoyah Convent ion ,  " P a r t  2, G%&ictes of 'Okhhano, 
Vol. 28, No. 3 (1950), p. 333. 

\ 

"Grandfather Clause," aimed a t  e l imina t ing  t h e  v o t i n g  r i g h t s  of blaelrs,  
was submitted t o  t h e  Oklahoma Voters  by t h e  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  on August 
2, 1910. It read:  

-e 
r * v  

No person s h a l l  be r e g i s t e r e d  a s  an e l e c t o r  of t h i s  s t a t e  o r  
be allowed t o  v o t e  i n  any e l e c t i o n  held he re in  u n l e s s  he be 
a b l e  t o  read and write any s e c t i o n  of the  Cons t i tu t ion  of t h e  
S t a t e  of Oklahoma; but  no who was, on January 1, 1866 o r  
a t  any time p r i o r  t h e r e t o  e n t i t l e d  t o  v o t e  under any form of 
government, o r  who a t  t h a t  t w e  res ided  i n  some f o r e i g n  na t ion  
and no l i n e a l  descendant of s u ~ h ' ~ e r s o n  s h a l l  be denied t h e  
r i g h t  t o  r e g i s t e r  and v o t e  because of h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  s o  
read such s e c t i o n s  of the  c o n s t i t u t i o n .  

The r e s u l t  of t h e  v o t e  was black disenfranchisement.  

6 9 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  William and GEIS, G i l b e r t ,  The Longest Way Home (1964), p. 13. 
Wayne S t a t e  Univers i ty  P ress ,  D e t r o i t .  

7 1 ~ i d . ,  pp. 34-39. 

7 4 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  and GEIS, "Racial  Self  -Fulf i l lmen t  and t h e  Rise of an A l l  Negro 
Community i n  Oklahoma," op. cit., p. 260. 

7 5 ~ i m r o d  Toles and Henry Sneed a r e  two of the  repor ted  three-man de lega t ion ,  
but  t h e  t h i r d  man's name has been l o s t  t o  memory of those  who migrated and 
t h e i r  descendants.  Records concerning t h i s  movement have e i t h e r  been l o s t  

-o r  never ex i s t ed .  The l a t t e r  seems l i k e l y  from what was repor ted .by 
respondents  a t  Athabasca, Amber Valley,  Edmonton, and Vancouver. 

7 6 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  W i l l i a m ,  I n t e r v i m ,  Amber Valley,  J u l y  (1970). 

7 7 ~  survey on t h e  o r i g i n s  of t h e  immigrants t o  Amber Valley was taken dur ing 
t h e  months of J u l y  and August a t  Amber Valley and Edmonton (1970). There 
a r e  roughly t h i r t y  hours of t ape  of f i f t e e n  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h a t  w i l l  be 
deposi ted  i n  t h e  Amber Valley Comunity Centre ' s  Library  i n  1979. 



1 
78Mrs. Melton be l i eved  t h a t  h& p a r e n t s  had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  the colony , 4 

desc r ibed  i n  "A Negro Colonizat ion '  P r o j e c t  i n  M i c o :  1895," c i t e d  i n  . 
f o o t n o t e  51 above* Mrs. Katie Melton, In te rv iew,  Amber Va l l ey ,  August 
(1970). 

7 9 ~ r s .  Sus i e  (Hinton)  Mapp, ~nteroi;, Edaonton, J u l y  (1970)'. 
? b 

8 0 ~ r .  ~homad Mapp, I n t e r v i e v ,  Edmontop, J u l y  (1970). 
Y 

8hrs.  Mapp, who w a s  S u s i e  Hinton and t e n  y e a r s  of age i n  1911, a r r i v e d  
w i t h  t h e  l a r g e s t  group of inmigrants .  The b l ack  immigration of 1911 t o  
A lbe r t a  i s  known i n  t h e  ~ m b e r  Val ley  co rnun i ty  a s  the "big inmig ra t ion , "  
Mapp, op. c i t .  

8Z"~egroes  Seeking H6mes i n  Canada," Manitoba F ree  Press, March 22, 1911. 

831n a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f o l k l o r e  propagated by MacGregor i n  t h e  last  c h a p t e r , -  
Vogelesang, op. cit., p. 14 ,  p o s t u l a t e d  t h a t  " a f t e r  t h e  F i r s t  World,War . 
s e t t l e m e n t  on a  l a r g e  s c a l e  began t o  t a k e  p l a c e  i n  ~ 0 2 t h  C e n t r a l  and 
North n Alber ta .  Large s e t t l e m e n t  schemes o f f e r e d  by t h e  main r a i l r o a d  
compa 8 ies and a s s i s t a n c e  from bo th  t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  and F e d e r a l  Governments 
g r e a t l y  encouraged s e t t l e m e n t  i n  t h e  new a reas . "  T h i s  c o n t e n t i o n ,  however, 
i s  c d t r a r y  t o  t h e  f a c t s .  

8 4 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  op. .it., pp.*f79-97. A 

8 5 ~ b i d .  , pp. 88-89. 
I 

8 6 ~ h e  d a t a  from which F igu res  21 through 33 and r e s u l t i n g  a n a l y s e s  a r e  
de r ived  i s  from Appendix C. 

8 7 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  op. cit. ,  p. 56. 

I 
8 8 ~ t ~ a s  of Alber ta ,  p. 56. 

8 g ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  Hichae l  C.  , \Farmer Response t o  Depredat ion by Wi Zdl i  f e  on 
F 

A g r i c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  Athabasca Area. Unpublished M.Sc. Thes i s  ( l97O),  
p. 10 ,  Un ive r s i t y  of A lbe r t a ,  Edmonton, c a l l e d  t h e  1961 census  d a t a  on 
e t h n i c i t y  of "ques t ionab le  va lue , "  because a l l  r e s i d e n t s  have been a s s igned  
a n  e t h n i c  group on t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  most r e c e n t  l o r e i g n  o r i g i n  i n  t h e  d i r e c t  
male l i n e  of t h e  i n d i v i d u a l .  The consequence of t h e  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  system, 
he c o r r e c t l y  a rgues ,  is  t h a t  40 one is  a Canadian. F igu re  34 i s  inc luded ,  
n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  a  p a t t e r n  f o r  t h e  s tudy  a r e a ,  and i t  p rov ides  
a  b a s i s  from which o t h e r  r e s e a r c h e r s  can  o p e r a t e .  



I n  terms of understanding t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  se t t l ement  i n  

nor theas t  Alber ta ,  t h e  most important s i n g l e  f a c t o r  was governmental land 

k. 
. p o l i c i e s  f o r  and wi th in  the  Province. The r o l e s  of "boosterism" and 
\ 

propaganda, however, played a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

s e t t l e r s  t o  t h i s  environment f o r  t h e  production of c e r e a l  g r a i n s .  indeed,  P 

t h e  garden district myth was c i t e d  a s  a  key i n  t h e  development of t h e  

-_ r eg ion ' s  marginal c h a r a c t e r ,  i . e . ,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of t h e  "myth" 

concerning the  c e r e a l  g r a i n  g&wing q u a l i t i e s  of t h e  s o i l s  con t r ibu ted .  i n  

some unquan t i f i ab le  measure, t o  t h e  expecta t ion  of connnercial success  by the, 

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e r s .  

The l u r e  of propaganda was s t r q g .  While it was c l e a r l y  shown t h a t  t h e  
.I 

Afroamericans were seeking t o  a t t a i  c e r t a i n  i d e o l o g i c a l  aims, there,was no f i  
. over r id ing  f a c t o r  t o  suggest  why :his marginal a g r i c u l t u r a l  environment was 

chosen f o r  se t t lement  b y p t h e r  persons before  the  1920's. While t h e  1930's  

se t t l ement  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of the  study a r e a  was i n  l a r g e  measure 

a s soc ia ted  with the  "dr ied  out" farmers moving i n t o  t h i s  a r e a  f o r  t h e  

g r e a t e r  amounts of r a i n f a l l ,  why t h e  l a r g e  numbers of Ukrainians s e t t l e d  i n  

t h e  s tudy a r e a  dur ing  t h e  1920's and 1930's  remains t o  be determined. It 

i s  perhaps reasonable t o  assume, i n  t h e  words of I rons ide ,  e t  aZ., t h a t  

"... t h e  o r i g i n a l  reason why man came t o  t h i s  f r o n t i e r  [was] t h e  d e s i r e  t o  

own one ' s  own land.  ,,I i 

This  chap te r ,  then ,  f e a t u r e s  and analyzes t h e  f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  

t h e  economic marg ina l i ty  t h a t  developed i n  t h e  s tudy a r e a ,  i . e . ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
, 

poverty. T h e ' f a c t o r s  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  poverty a r e ; i n  l a r g e ,  

measure r e l a t e d  t o  s e t t l e r  expec ta t ions  of r e a l i t y  and t h e  development of 
- 

4 



relative " w e l l  being" a s  measured by income. Hotack,, puoting a s t u d y  by 
I . . 

T.W. Schul tz ,  has  shown that i'poverty of b l e  cdmm&ied d i d  no t  genera l ly  

e x i s t  under p ioneer ing  cond i t ions  because , - levels  of l ividg were e s s e n t i a l l y  

s i m i l a r ,  even though people were of t e n  exceedingly poor by p resen t  day 

s tandards .  "' While ~ & z i e s '  1965 s t u d y  of poverty in Canuda has shown t h a t  
' I "...- t h e  s o c i a l  problem of r u r a l  poverty cannot be i s o l a t e d  #9ym t he  t o t a l  

problem of poverty i n  Hayter 's  1970 f r o s t  hazard f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  

i n  nor theas t  Alber ta  s tudy iden t s f   h he poverty of a g r i c u l t u r e  [ a s ]  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  important  because a g r i c u l t u r e  c o n s t i t u t e s  t h e  major source  of - 

r e g i o n a l  i n t h e .  " 4  I n  o t h e r  words, t h e  problems of a g = i c u l t u r e  i n  nor theas t  

Alber ta  a r e  i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  economy of Canada, and a s  such demand 

a s o l u t i o n  f o r  t h e  welfare  of t h e  na t ion .  
v 

The h i s t o r i c  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  which developed i n  t h e  s tudy a r e a  

a r e  r e spons ib le  f o r  t h e  economically-marginal cond i t ions  a s soc ia ted  wi th  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  endeavors. These p r a c t i c e s ,  •’4 t h e  most p a r t ,  em t o  h a w  ' T 
been based on t h e  propaganda b l i t z k r i e g  and t h e  not ion  o f .wha t  one couM do 

+ 
if only he or she had the tand on which to engage the processes of production 

wi th  l i t t l e  o r  no regard f o r  t h e  overwhelming f a c t o r s  of the  enyirgn- 
., 

f. . . 
ment t h a t  w d l d  m i l i t a t e  a g a i n s t  s & c e s s f u l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s .  

r 

While Schultz  has  eloquen;ly pos tu la ted  t h a t  ". . . i t  i s  not  e s t a b l i s c e d  

beyond reasonable.doubt  i f  i t  is t h e  barrenness of n a t u r e ,  o r  t h e  s o c i a l  

h i s t o r y  of f a l s e  begilinings and cap i t a l - s t a rved  f r u s t r a t e d  . s e t t l e r s  whici  a. 

Y .  . 
b 

accounts  f o r  t h e  p resen t  - s t a t e  of a g r i c u l t u r e .  " 5  SU&$ an a s s e r t s o n  i s  absurd .. 
The a u t h o r ' s  p o s t t i a n  is  meaningless, e .g . ,  t h e  b a r r e n w s s  o f w t u r e  must 

f * T. 

n e c e s s a r i l y  r e l a t e  t o  how people apply techniques f o r  coaxing t h e  land i n t o  
(,'- ' 

producing. I n d e p ,  t h e  nor theas t  Alber ta  environment i s  a s  u s e f u l  for.- .,.) 
a 

'Y 
growing corn a s  wheat, but both  a r e  out  of p lace  here.  The physica l  environ- 



. -. - a . . 
' '. 

I #FA.- 

ment l i m i t s  . t h e  range of cho'ice , f o r  agr icu l tu raL .auccees ,  but those* . _. , - ..I 

'!. 
.' 

3.. ' 4 .. 
p ~ ~ s i c e l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  do no t ,  s t o p  people from maki-ng a t t empts  t o - c r e a t e  -#  

"a s i l k  purse from a  sow's ear." I n  o the r  words, the  s o c i a l  h i s t o r y  of f a l s e  
* 

7 

beginnings might w e l l  be r e l a t e d  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  production expecta t ion a s  

e a s i l y  a s  i t  cauld be i s o l a t i o n  from governmental a u t h o r i t i e s .  With t h e  ' 

exceptiontof t h e  i n t e r n a l  migrants  from t h e  PaI l / ser  Tr iang le ,  t h e r e  i s ' n o  
C 

/ evidence t h a t  settlers required  governmental c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  -(or a s s i s t a n c e )  

t o  beoome es tab l i shed  i n  nor theas t  Alberta.  Therefore,  w e  must look a t  prob- * 
- a b l e  a t t i t u d e s  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  r e g i o n ' s  development i n t o m a r g i n a l i t y .  

.As unlakely a s  i t  sounds i n  t h e  f a c e  of t h e  phys ica l  c o n s t r a i n t ~ ~ i m p o s e d  

by t h e  environment, few farmers encountered i n  nor theas t  Alber ta  a r e  w i l l i n g  
\ 

* t o  admit thit they a r e  at tempting t o  produce commodities t h a t  a r e  unsuited t o  
, 

L 

the-  rqgion. In  the  f  i n a 1  a n a l y s i s ,  then,  t h i s  chapter  focuses ,  on the'  , , 
I 

\. . , - 
s i g i i f i c a n c e  of a t t i t u d e s ,  a s  ac ted  upon r e a l i t i e s ,  which i n • ’  luenced the  

development of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  margfnal condi t ions .  unaer which t h e  people 

e x i s t .  

Thtsproblems of a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  nor theas t  Alber ta  are r e l a t e d  t o  income, 

i . e . ,  t h e  farmer has d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  gaining s a t i s f a c t o r y  r e t u r n s  from 

c a p i t a l  and labour investments. Hozack, commenting on t h e  i n t e r n a l  migrants  

from t h e  P a l l i s e r  Tr iangle  t o  t h e  e a s t e r n  p a r t  of t h e  study a r e a  i n  t h e  - - - 
1930fs ,  noted t h a t  t h e  farmers who l e f t  c l i m a t i c a l l y  marginal farms where 

" p r e c i p i t a t i o n  was too sparse ,  s e t t l e d  i n  an , a rea  t h a t  had adequate r a i n f a l l  

but "were dest$ned t o  become economically marginal wi th in  twenty years  due t o  

t h e  s m a l l  s i r e  of t h e  The government of Canada, recognizing the  

6 problem of fgrm income, which i s  frequently-thought t o  be assoc ia ted  wi th  
1 

farm s i z e ,  e s tab l i shed  t h e  Agr icu l tu ra l  Rehab i l i t a t ion  and Development 



. 203. 
r 

M m b i s t r a t i o n  CABIIA) in 1961 - ' .  . . . t o  allwlate -some of the  desperate  social, and 
, 

economic p r o b l w  endemic in r u r a l  C d a ,  problems 
such a s  low incole levels, high u b d e r ~ l o y l e n t  and 
unetplo-t a d 3  poor educational at tainment,  i d t h  
their r e l a t ed  prob le rs  of inadequate bea l th  se rv ices  
and a basic  lack of s o c i a l  amenities. 7 

"-4 %. 
1 -. 

,That is, the government established t h e  ABDA a s  a r e s u l t  of its under- 

standing t h a t  the  technological  r w o l u t i o n  had r ad i ca l l y  chaaged the  na ture  

of r u r a l  pov&ty. However; the  problems of income and the na ture  of poverty 
, 

have been, and continue t o  be, qrasked by a t t i t u d e s  about the  "vay things  are" 

@ do;d on t l q  farm. For example, "The astounding increases. i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  

product ivi ty  and the  obvious aff luence on the  b e t t e r  farms [has] rendefed 

- a g r i c u l t u r a l  poverty l a r g e l y  h i s i b l e  t o  & i n  eyes.. .lv8 where decis ions  

h' about farm po l i c i e s  a r e  made. 

Travis W. Manning, i n  an Agricul tural  Advisory Copmrittee 

of t he  ~ n $ v e r s i t y  of Alberta,  Edmonton, on May 3, 1963, suggested t h a t  
I -  

, a g d t u r a l  grew b rapidly  s i e c e  1940 l a r g e l y  because of the 

e 
d e v e l o b n t  and adoption of new technology.. He f u r the r  suggested t ha t  the  

strong ag r i cu l tu r a l  product-i& d e m a d  pressures during World War I1 and 
1 

k e d i a t e  p o s t A a =  years  induced f-rs t o  seek a l l  ava i lab le  means f o r  
I 

exbanding output, which tbey did.  hid as farm labor, became -re scarce ,  
/ 

farmers turned increasingly t o  mechanization a t  g rea te r  c a p i t a l  outlays.  Thus, 

a s  the  pr ices , for  purchased farni suppl ies  i n c r e a d  rapidly ,  farmers w r e  

forced t o  seek ways of cu t t i ng  c o w s  and m a x i m i  3ly prtxluction. These coat- 

9 l 

. 
/ cu t t i ng  e f f o r t s  have general ly  taken the form of opt ing more new technolagy 

and using more purchased inputs  in production t o  cmpe te  successful ly  by 

iocre&fig ?output ..' In  other  k r d s ,  tbe  la rge  proportion pf f ixed cos t s  f o r  

_I . production can only -be redkced on a un i t  basis by the expansion of output and , 

achieving grea te r  econbPPies of scale .  
r 



\ 
While 6 l n g  addressed the  general  f a  income p r o b l a  in Canada, one 

*<- 5 
I 

farmer in t h e  study a r ea  pointed t o  h s e  hard f a c t s  from a p e r m 1  

P' / perspective on enera l i red  co l l ec t i ve  .p l igh t  : 

Back hug; thirties, g& 01' horse d&s, you see 
folka go o f and ge t  those b o r e s .  Get them harnessed, 
and be ready f o r  seven o'clock. M w  you can ' t  ge t  up 
late nov hat you don't hove horses. You buy a t r a c t o r  
f o r  $10, d0 [in 19711 and you can' t  d e e p .  Vbo gon' 
pay f o r  i t ?  PDu can ' t  pay ' for  it  sleeping.  A fel low . 
with a t r a c t o r  can make t h e ,  but you can' t  ge t  ahead 
'cause you got that overhead expenses. The t r a c t o r  -- 
$10,000. Average combine, i f  you buy i t  new - $12,000. 
So hov can you s leep?  So you go t o  work n w  a t  four  a 

o'clock, and t r y  t o  work the clock around again.  Eorse 
ycnf work f r m  seven t o  sir, then you feed 'em - r a i s e  
your own f . Tventy-four hours a day with t h a t  
machinery! rsd "\ 

As tbe  northeast  Alberta farmer mpved.away from the =re  subsistence-level  -. 

production i n t o  the  coemercial e conoq ,  he has pushed h h s e l f  c lo se r  t o  

' ~ r g i n s  o f ~ p o v e r t y .  In  a sense, t he  increasilig technologies that have been 

applied t o  farming operatioup a r e  responsible f o r  the  farm incope problem i n  
, 

the  spec i f i c  sense t h a t  the  cos t  of equipment is pore expensive i n  the  

study a rea  than i t  is in the  3, them part.'of t he  province, because "the 

farmers [up here] have less tihe t o  do the sene job so gene ra l l y  they have 

[ t o  purchase] l a rger  equipmbt . "I1 ikveloping i n t o  poverty' condit ions b e e o v s  

pa infu l ly  evident when it can be seen t h a t  i t c o s t s m o r e  t o  farm poor land 

than i t  d i e s  t o  f a m  good land. 

The government, in i ts  own way, is t o  some degree responsible f o r  

helping t o  make the  r e a l i t i e s  of t h e  farm income problem. In  h i s  Eastern 

Canada Pam Survey, Henzies defined f a r m  with a cash income of fever than 
' 

4 '  

i 

$2500 a s  non-trtabZe, farms with cash s a l e s  between $2500 and $4999 a s  viabk,' 
+ 

and farms with cash s a l e s  of more than $5000 a s  ec&c. He f o ~ n d , ~ h o v e v e r ,  

t h a t  more than one-third of the "vlable" farms were candidates  f o r  absorption 

12 
. or  abandonment. 4 



One of t h e  consequences of t h e  goverximent-sponeored Eas tern  Canada P a m  
-." 

Survey w a s  t h e  agreement reached between f e d e r a l  and p r o v i n c i a l  ARDA o f f i c i a l s  

e. 
t o  e s t a b l i s h  $3750 farm cash  inccme a s  t h e  poverty l i n e .  T h e e e . i n c m e  d o l l a r s  

sugges t  t h a t  f u l l y  forty-one percent  of ' t h e  f a r m  i n  no 4 theast Alber ta  were. 
I 

above tha t . .  l e v e l  i n  1966 ( ~ i & r e  36).  While not  a l l  farms in nor theas t  Alber ta  , 

+;- 
a r e  marginal ,  t h e  ABDA f i g u r e  borders  on the  absurd. 

is ques t ionab le  i f  t h e  $3750 poverty l i n e  f i g u r e  r ep reden t s  
* 

n an averaged r e a l i t y  i n  t h e  minds of ARDA o f f i c i a l s ,  because 

of yea r ly  c a p i t a l  o u t l a y  f o r  production mute with l i t t l e  

l i k e l i h o o d  of ga in ing that kind of information and knowledge i n  t h e  near  

f u t u r e .  For example, of-he e igh ty - f ive  ag r i cu l tu ra l -popu la t ion  l inkage  

i c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  developed ,by t h e  Census of Agr icu l tu re  Divis ion ,  S t a t i s t i c s  

' 13 Canada, not  one is r e l a t e d  t o  c a p i t a l  ou t l ay .  

I n  a d d i t i o n - t o  helping mask t h e  problems faced by t h e  farmers i n  north-  

e a s t  Alber ta ,  the  government is  i n  some measure r e spons ib le  f o r  helping t o  

c r e a t e  the  p l i g h t - o f  uneconomic farms. Wood's a n a l y s i s  is  worth r e s t a t i n g  

a t  t h i s  juncture ;  he noted that5* 
L 

* 
allowing se t t l ement  under t h e  homestead po l i cy  on any 
a v a i l a b l e  l and ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of l o c a t i o n ,  tended t o  
s c a t t e r  s e t t l e m e n t ,  wi th  +he r e s u l t  t h a t  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  

1 t o  f u r n i s h  t h e  necessary s o c i a l  bhrvices.  Taxes were 
charged from t h e  d a t e  of t h e  homesqead e n t r y ,  and many 

. . homesteaders found t h a t  by the  t%me they obtained t i t l e ,  
t axes  had accrued beyo-nd t h e i r  a b i l i t y .  t o  pay and t h e  
municipal a u t h o r i t i e s  were forced t o  . foreclose.  

The Homestead po l i cy  wis based on t h e  premise t h a t  
every 160 a c r e s ,  o r  wi th  a preemption, every 320 a c r e s  
of land i n  western -Canada were an economic u n i t  capable . . 

of suppor t ing  a farm family.. Unfortunately,  t h i s  was 
o f t e n  not t r u e ,  due t o  t h e  na tu re  of t h e  soil and 
c l i m a t i c  c o n d i t h n s  i n  the  a r e a s  s e t t l e d ,  and due t o  
t h e  economic cond i t ions  and s t a t e -o f - the -a r t s ,  a s  
p e r t a i n i n g  t o  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  i n  ex i s t ence  of.th*time. 
This  is  evident  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  between 1905 and 1930 : 

near ly  40 percent  of t h e  people ob ta in ing  homestead. 
e n t r i e s  f a i l e d  t o  o b t a i n  t i t l e .  



Figure 36. Distribution of h r g i u a l  Perming i n  Alberta, 1966* 
(Farm Income Peuer than $3750) 

( 5 9 2  marginal 

Central Region 
(38% marginal 

Southern Region 
(21% mayiinal 

4b 
*Source: Hozack, 6 .  



The assumption t h a t  each 160 acres o r  320 a c r e s  were 
a n  economic farm u n i t  also meant t h a t  a l l  of'the 
s o c i a l  services such a s  roads ,  schools ,  and even 
towns and v i l l a g e s  were developedon t h e  b a s i o  of one * 

fami ly  p e r  160 or 320 ac res .  Taxation was on t h e  
B 

expected p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  wi th  t h e  e v i t a b l e  r e s u l t  
t h a t  many s e t t l e r s  l o s t  the, ir  1 by t a x  recovery t proceedings and f o r e c l o s u r e s  by or tgage  companies 
due t o  unpaid debts .  F i n a l l y ,  some a r e a s  a re- 
adjustment -in land use was one o t h e  fundamental 
problems f a c i n g  t h e  province when t h e  n a t u r a l  r e sources  
were t r a n s f e r r e d  i n  1930. l4 /'- 

The government's po l i cy  of r a p i d  se t t l ement  v i t h o u t  regard o r  t h e  l&d 

c a p a b i l i t i e s  was beginning t o  show weakness, a s  e a r l y  as 1891 ip ' the  P a l l i s e r  

' h i a n g l e , 1 5  and y e t  t h i s  a r i d  s e c t i o n  w a s  almost completely s e t t l e d  b y  1916 

d e s p i t e  previous warnings of poss ib le  consequences. The ind i sc r imina te  
'(I 

se t t l ement  of land without  regard f o r  i t s  a d a p t a b i U t y  f o r ' a g r i c u l t u r a l  

production and without  regard f o r  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  support  necessary  s o c i a l  
' 

systems has been an h i s t o r i c a l  tendency i n  Alberta.  During the  1930'8, 

the  d e f e c t s  of t h e  homestead po l i cy  began t o  pyramid. 16' Much of t h e  b e t t e r  

land was a l ready s e t t l e d ,  and i t  was more and more d i f f i c u l t  t o  f i n d  a 

s u i t a b l e  quar ter -sec t ion  of land.  Uany homesteaders were on r e l i e f ,  and the  

Alber ta  government was respons ib le  f o r  t h e i r  welfare .  

Farmers wishing t o  r e l o c a t e  from the  P a l l i s e r . T r i a n g l e  could ob ta in  a !.I 
loan  of $600 t o  move t h e i r  possess ions ,  but t h i s  d id  not provide t h e  farmer I 

with  t h e  necessary c a p i t a l  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  new farming c u l t u r e  t h a t  
v 

was evolving i n  t h e  l a t e  1930's." While these  farmers moved i n t o  the  study 

a r e a  t h a t  has adequate r a i n f a l l ,  t he  s o i l s  a r e  Requiring a loan 

sugges t s  a se e r e  shor tage  o r t a l ,  and se t t lement  on t h e  worst s o i l s  

ensured the  b a s i s  f o r  margin farms -- supported by t h e  government ' s 'pol i t ics  f 
r a t h e r  than information based p n 9 e  c a p a b i l f f i e s  of t h e  land.  

C 
Indeed, t h e  warnings i n  the  l i t e r a t u r e ,  r e p l e t  wi th  requirements f o r  i C) success fu l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  se t t l ement  and development, have been, i n  genera l ,  '~ 
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ignored. These requirements. include choosing t~ right settlers, physical ' 

site preparation befoze their arrival,-settlers' investment capital, 
4 

organization of social activities, acreage her settler family, and the 

conditions of tenure. With the exception of the latter, none of these 

conditions vas met for settlement in northeast Alberta, as the foregoing 
* 

discussion has demonstrated. 

In addition to the government's role in developing the marginal* 

agricultural environment in the study area, scholars have played a part. . 
For example, agro-meteorological interpretations of northern fringe areas 

P6?;;L to the fact that whedat is grown inside the Arctic Olrcle, but, as 
Hayter points out, "none indicates the relative poverty of northern 1 
agriculture and the role played in physical restrictions. "I8 Uhile th%ro- 

meteorologist visualizes his approach as a revelation of potential vithout 

regard for socio-economic implications, newspapers and students are likely 
1 

to propagate the potential as reality. Crawford provides a good example 
4 

for this contention: "Even with a fairly short growing season and with the 

risk of froste satisfactory agriculture [in northern regions] is possible 4- 
,119 * with attention t.o soil conservation. 

Finally, the procedures of the settlers themselves are ptimarily 

responsible for their income prow<&ho region ' s development into an 
,"/ F- 

I 
environment of agricultural marginality. The roots of %& problem lie with 
the "garden district extenslon of whekt culture 6 the more 
southerly parts of Many of the farms in northeast Alberta are 

4 

economically marginal just because of their emphasis on the production of - 
cereal grains, especially wheat. 

Crops which ate best suited for this region are those which are hardy 

and fast maturing, such as forage crops and hay. Schultz lamented that "the 



v i r t u a l  absence  of c o o l  weather ,  short-season c r o p s  like pot;;bes and 

ru t abages  as a compleslent t o  feed  g r a i n s  i s  unusual  in t h i s  l o c a t i d n .  It20 

C e r e a l s ,  however, can be grown i n  t h e  s tudy  a r e a  d e n  t h e  weather 

c o n d i t i o n s  a r e  unusua l ly  f avo rab le .  Hozack found t h a t  t h e  long-term statis- 
7 

t i c s  show t h a t  t h e  Lac La Biche r e g i o n  has  had a s  good o r  even b e t t e r  wheat 

and b a r l e y  y i e l d s  t han  anywhere e l s e  i n  Alber ta .  However, t h e  y i e l d  
b 

T t i s t i c s  say no th ing  a b o u t ~ r a d e s  nor  t h e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  ban t h e  

'export of wheat grown on Gray Wdoded s o i l d  because,  on t h e  average ,  t h e  

p r o t e i n ,  con ten t  of wheat grown a e r e  i s  apprec i ab ly  lower than  that of wheat 

grown on open p r a i r i e s .  " 2 2  The r eg ion  is  c l i m a t i c a l l y  margina l  f o r  c e r e a l s ,  

bu t  economic i n c e n t i v e s  l e d  w i t h  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  economic succes s ,  ' e 3  
make t h e  farmer a  gambler.  p r i n c i p a l  reason  t h a t  t h e r e  are so many 

gamtQers i n  t h i s  f ro s t -p rone  r e g i o n  i s  that t h e  e f f e c t s  of f r o s t  a r e  n o t - f u l l y n  

r e f l e c ~ e d  i n  t h e  e x i s t i n g  y i e l d  d a t a  f o r  wheat and b a r l e y , , a n d  fa rmers  a r e  

s t i l l  inf luenced  by m t h  and f o l k l o r e  about  t h e  g r a i n  growing q u a l i t i e s  of S 
7*-- 

t h e  s o i l s  i n  n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a .  I n  t h e  "bad" y e a r s ,  mo,re t han  t h e  normal 

amounts of p lan ted  ac reage  a r e  abandoned, and y i e l d  d a t a  a r e  c a l c u l a t e d  on 

' t h e  b a s i s  of ha rves t ed  ac reage  -- the failures 

Hayter found that r ape  has become an  i n c r e a s i n g l y  impor tan t  c rop  t o  t h e  

f a rmers  i n  t h e  s tudy  a r e a  because i t  is  a  ca sh  c r o p - i n  demand, and no t  

because r ape  is  a r e l a t i v e l y  s h o r t  season  crop .  He found, however, t h a t  

" rape  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  sown on t h e  lower l a n d ,  which i s  more s u b j e c t  t o  f r o s t ,  ,124 

J 
w3ich s u b s t a n t i a l l y  n e g a t e s  t h e  p o s i t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t h a t  i t  could make 

toward commercial succes s  i n  farming ven tu re s .  

Northeast  A lbe r t a  is  an a g r i c u l t u r a l  f r o n t i e r  t h a t  has  t o o  many fa rmers  
f 

engaged i n  uneconomic product ion  of c e r e a l s  based on t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
4 

commercial succes s  through myth, hope, and f a i t h .  A c r i t i c a l  examinat ion of 



t h e  p h y s i c a l  f a c t o r s  of t h e  environment would g i v e  many of t h e  f a n n e r s  an 

o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e e  t h a t  much of t h e  l and  farmed is  simply n o t  s u i t e d  f o r  

a g r i c u l t u r e .  However, t h e  need f o r  owning land  experienced by many of them 
n 

is  a  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r  i n  making t h e  proper  assessment  w i t h  regard  t o  abandon- - 
ment of fa rms  and p u r s u i t  of ano the r  more p r o f i t a b l e  unde'rtaking such as 

wage l a b o r .  

I n  t h e  broades t  s e n s e ,  t h e  development i n t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a r g i n a l i t y  is 

4 
i ng ra ined  i n  t h e  ve ry  f a b r i c  of t h e  s o c i e t y  of n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a .  Th i s  

developmest i n t o  m a r g i n a l i t y  has  been ' s t r u c t u r a l l y  a ided  by t h e  Albe r t a  

government 's s t a t i s t i c s .  That is ,  t h e  problems of income and margina l  

farming r e s u l t  from t h e  a t t i t u d e s  of t h e  i n h a b i t a n t s ,  and t h e s e  a r e  

supported by the  government 's i n f l u e n c e s  on t h e  market economy. Indeed,  - 

ignoring crop failures and r e p o r t i n g  succes ses  p a i n t s  a  ro sy  p i c t u r e  i n  a. 

ba r r en  land .  With r e g a r d s  t o  t h a t  p i c t u r e ,  I r o n s i d e  and o t h e r s  sugges t  t h a t  

... p r a i r i e  fa rmers  o u t s i d e  of t h e  f r o n t i e r  a r e a s  , - 

... m u l d  probably produce 50 pe rcen t  more c e r e a l  
and l i v e s t o c k  p roduc t s  e a s i l y  and more cheaply.  
I n  terms of volume of p m d u c t i o n  t h e  c l o s u r e  of a l l  
f r o n t i e r  farms might no t  even be no t i ced  on a  - I 25 p r a i r i e  o r  even a p r o v i n c i a l  s c a l e .  

Therefore ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  not r a i s e d  by t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  compi le rs  should be 

borne i n  mind a s  t h e  next  s e c t i o n  examines some a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o f i l e s  i n  t h e  

7 
- r M o n .  

PRODUCTIVITY I N  NORTHEAST ALBERTA 

The pover ty  of a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a  i s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  

. 
problems of income which a r e  i n f luenced  by market f a c t o r s  beyond t h i s  

f r o n t i e r ,  based on crop  f a i l u r e s ,  i . e . ,  t h e  f a i l u r e s  of c e r e a l  g r a i n s  t o  

r each  t h e  degree  of r i p e n e s s  t o  be marke tab le  commodities and r e t u r n  

s u f f i c i e n t  c a p i t a l  t o  t h e  farmer.  Hayter found i n  1970 t h a t  "it i s w s s i b l g  - 



'. 
=i 

t o  de te rmine  t h e  Crop damage caused by f r o s t  f o r  a n q p e r l o d  i n  t h e  p a s t  to\ 
'I, 

A l b e r t a  o r  f o r  any p o l i t i c a l  d i v i s i o n  v i t h i n  Albe r t a  j(pr t h e  s imple  r ea son  

t h a t  such r e c o r d s  do n o t  e x i s t .  "26 Consequent ly,  t h e  f  &Juree i n  a g r i c u l t q r e  

must be e x t r a p o l a t e d  from - t h e  publ i shed  d a t a  on product iv&. F igu res  37 

and 38 provide  t h e  background f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  d i s c u s s i o n  be>?ase i t  is i n  
'. 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s  of t h e  province  t h a t  t h e  s t u d y  a r 4  is  
4 

a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  and economical ly margina l ,  Subsequent examinat id+ i s  based 

on smaller u n i t s .  

The A g r i c u l t u r a l  Economics Data Base 

Table  23 i d e n t i f i e a , , t h e  lower end of t h e  economic c l a s s  of farms by 

r e g i o n  i n  A lbe r t a  f o r  1971. d on t h e  ARDA'S pove r ty  l i n e  ($3750), i< B-e 
can be seen  i n  Table 2 3  t h a t  a s q h l l e r  percentage  of marg ina l  farms e x i s t e d  

i n  Region 6 a t  t h e  census  d a t e  f o r  1971 than  f o r  1966. F igu re  36 i l l u s t r a t e s ;  
> 

t h a t  f i f t y - n i n e  percent  of t h e  farms were margina l  i n  1966, and Table 23 

demonst ra tes  t h a t  t h i r t e e n  pe rcen t  fewer o r  f o r t y - s i x  pe rcen t  were margina l  

farms i n  1971. While t h e s e  s t a t i s t i c s  would be h e a r t e n i n g  i f  they  r e f l e c t e d  

r e a l i t y ,  they  tend t o  mask, obscu re ,  and c r f a t e  f a l s e  impress ions .  For 

example, of t h e  Ind ian  Reserves i n  C.D.  12 (F igure  37) i n  1971, eighty-one 

pe rcen t  r e tu rned  fewer than  $2500 t o  t h e  o p e r a t o r s  (Table 24) .  Th i s  is no t  

i n s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h a t  more than  twenty-one percent  of t h e  t o t a l  Ind ian  
J 

Reserves i n  A lbe r t a  a r e  he re ,  and p r i m a r i l y  i n  I.D. 18.  ! 
Table 2 4 ,  economic c l a s s  of farms based on s i z e ,  r e s i d e n c e ,  and t e n u r e  

of o p e r a t o r ,  and Table  25, based on a r e a ,  e of l and ,  popu la t ion ,  c a p i t a l ,  j' 
and equipment 

a l s o  f p  Jhe 

pro'yide a b a s i s  f o r  comparisons w i t h i n  n o r t h e a s t  Alber ta .  They 

s k e  b t o n  ' onto  which t h e  product ion  s t a t i s t i c s  can be p laced .  

Tab le s  24 and 25 should be compared w i t h  F igu res  5 and 37 t o  g a i n  t h e  

proper  p e r s p e c t i v e  on l o c a t i o n .  Table 24 shows t h a t  on ly  twenty-four pe rcen t  
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Table 25. 

Area, Use of Land, Population, Capital, and Equipment* 
. C.nrru Div. 12:. Ccarw Div. 13: 

I.D. 18 Athabaeca m t y  12 

&or crop. 138,421 249.4% 
D 
s 
R I P A S C U ~ ~  , ab.972. 46.605 

I I q r w d  
0 I .  

I A Laad S m r  l a l l w  33.382 65.535 
C 

L I: 
A L Otber 8.708 10.927 . 

L.d 
Other 305.069 183.807 1 
Total Valw 36.650.100 52,325.M)O 

-- 

- -  J --- 
~ c h l m r y  md Equipment 6.i(t;b.600 , . 12.300.200 

.Source: Statlattcm Canada. A.ricultul-a: Alberta. C l t a l o ~ u o  96-710. Vol. &--Part 3 
(Bul le t la  4.)-3) b y  1973. pp. 50-3 and 50-4. . . 



L i 

of t h e  farms i Census Divis ion  Number Twelve a r e  l o c a t e d  in I.D. 1 8 ~ a n d  4 
only n ineteen percent  of t h e  farms i n  Census Divis ion  Number Thi r t en  a t e  , 

loca ted  i n  ~ t h a b a s c a  County. Table 25, on t h e  o t h e r  hand, i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  . 
va lue  of land i n  I . D .  18 and Athabasca County. 

The value  of land per  a c r e  t h a t  can be i n t e r p r e t e d  from the  t a b l e  

/' P 

(based .on f ixed  dec l in ing  farm c a p i t a l  i n  d o l l a r s )  demonstrates t h a t  
i 

f 

. t h e  f i g u r e s  a r e  $85.76/acre i n  Athabasca County and $57.07/acre in.1.D. 18. 

This  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  d o l l a r  amount ($28.69). sugges ts  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  widespread 

) v a r i a t i o n  wi th in  t h e  region and l o c a l l y .  That is ,  wh+ile I . D .  18  only  had 

138,421 (22%) of i t s  642,211 a c r e s  i n  production dur ing 1971, Athabasca 

County farmers had 249,496 (41%) of t h e i r  610,111 a c r e s  under crops.  This  

new dimension c a s t s  a  d i f f e r e n t  l i g h t  on t h e  s u b j e c t .  Indeed, taking t h e  
. . 

area- under cropa d iv ided i n t o  t h e  t o t a l  farm c a p i t a l  i n  d o l l a r s  shows t h a t  

t h e  d o l l a r  va$e/acre under c rops  . i s , r e v w s e d  anti. by a  wider margln: 

$264.77/acre i n  I.D. 18  and $209.73/acre i n  Athabasca County wi th  a  d i f f e r e n c e  

of $$5.04/acre. Table 25 a l s o  demonstrates that i n  t h e  a r e q o f  improved 

land,  Athabasca co;nty has more than I . D .  18: 21,633 more a c r e s  i n  pas tu re ,  ' 

32,153 more a c r e s  i n  summer fa l low,  and 2,264 more a c r e s  i n  t h e  "other" un- 

i d e n t i f i e d  category.  It i s  somewhat. s u r p r i s i n g  and con t ra ry  t o  expec ta t ions  

t h a t  the  e a r l i e i  s e t t l e d  Athabasca County's c a p i t a l  v a l u a t i o n  is  l e s s  than 

t h a t  of t h e  more r e c e n t l y  s e t t l e d  and e s t a b l i s h e d  I . D .  18.' Whep t h e  farm 

populafion is placed i n  t h e  v a l u a t i o n  m i x ,  i t  shows t h a t  c a p i t a l  v a l u a t i o n  

per  person i n  1971 was $11,006.04 f o r  I.D. 18  and. $12,104.05 f o r  Athabyca  

County. The $1098.01 d i f f e r e n c e  is  r e l a t i v e l y  i n s i g n i f i c a n t ,  and heightens  

t h e  element of s u r p r i s e  of farm va lua t ion  i q n o r t h e a s t  Alber ta .  It under- 

s c o r e s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  uniformity of t h e  r eg ion ' s  poverty condf t ions  and 

marglnal a g r i c u l t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r  on t h e  b a s i s  of f ixed  and d e c l i n i n g  c a p i t a l .  
I 
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Table 24 he'ighten; t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i q  of thato r e l a t i v e  k f f a & t y .  
.. . J - .. . 
using th c r i t e r i a  e s t a b l i s h e d  ilmries (ad used 'by  tati is tics cmai*a) 
. . 

f o r  classification purposes, only  twenty-nine percent  of tk fama in I .D .  
'. 

- 1 8  and &hl r ty - i& p;rcent. o i  the fa- in -Athba.ca County are economic 

opera t tons ;  f i f t y  pe rcen t  I n  i.~. 18- and forty-one '  percent  of Athabawa 

. . . - 
' 

County a r &  non-viable; a d  twenty-one perceQt of  t h e  f a r u . 1 ~  I ,D.  18 and 

C. - d  
J 

.* ' 
pvmty- thre  percent  of t h e  farms i n  Athabusca County a r e  v i a b l e  from t h e  Je;. - 
censug d a t a .  

' 
+ 

Table 26,'vhfch' d e t a i l .  d a t a  o n  l i v e s t o c k  and f i e l d  Crops, g i v e s  a 
7 

broad overview of anirals kept >and a c t e s  p lan ted .  m i l e * T a b l e  27 g i v e s  

' 
comparative d a t a  f o r  Athabasca Coun$y, t h e  c r e a i l o n  of I . D .  b e t w e e n ~ c e n ~ u s  

j&iods make& c R p a r i s o n s  impodsible. .When Table 26 is  compared t o    able 24, 
4 

a p a t t e r n  of obfuscat ion  emerges, e . ,g : ,%the  va lue  o'f a g r i c u l t u r a l  products  
I 

so ld  I d e A t i f i e s  n e i t h e r  c rops  nor l i v e s t o c & d d  of t h e  f i e l d  crops i n  acre* . Y 

. p lan ted ,  no s t a t i s f ' i c s  focus  on p roduc t ion . f roa  these a c r e s .  . 
e. 

. ' 

, ,  
5 
1 .  

The d a t a * f r m  Table 27 i n d i c a t e  favorable  . s i g n s  i n  that the  t o t a l  number. 
. ,  , t, 

Z'&- 
d" 

of a c r e s  f o r  p r d u c t i o n  increased a s  the number of f a r m  decreased f o r  
\ ,  

l ~ t h a b a s c a  County. While lo;e than  f o d Y - s +  perqrnt  df the, lnnd remain. .- * 
\ .. ' . . , 

devoted. 'to the  produ&ion of c e r e n i s  and oilseed.; t h e  $able  d e i o n s t r a t e e  - , *  . 
'that headway was made i n  developing c a t t I e  .and f o r a b s  on Athabasea Cou6ty 

+ 
farms betveen 1961 a d  1971. - . . -  - 

The d a t a  fr&   able 28, on the  o the r  hadd, p resen t  some formidable - - .  . . . . ! d '  Cf 
,. - problems !hen they a r e  c&!mred t o  t h e  d a t a  from. Tables 24 and 26. I t  '1s . . .* . , . . 

'1 

evident  that the'  D i s t r l c t  - ~ ~ r i c u l t u r a l  +tenq1cd o f f  i c e  a t  Lsc L, ~ l c h e  is . .. 
using a guan t i t&i&ly  d i f f e r e n t  s t a t i s t W 8 1 ~ . u m r i  than t&t used by t h e  . - 

. - k 
. -.- . . . d  

a b e r t a  Department of.  ~ ~ r i c u i t u r o  i n  Ed.oruon f o r  I. D. 18. No u p l a n a t i b n  is  
> " . . I  

*. ' 

a ~ f f e r e h . ~ o r  t,hese d i f f e r e n c e s .  but they *erve to demqnsth&?t'& of 
7 '  

Y .  d 

Y 

7 c ;  ' 

\ .. - 
? 

I .  %* . 





Table 27 .  

Athabasca County 12 Agricultural Prof i le*  

Livestock ( 'OOd h e a d )  

Crop Production ( 'O@ 
J 

Tota l  A r e a  LPprwed Grain' Forane Oi lreed  ' Fallow Other 

2 Farmers with Cross Iacov P w e r  than $5,009.00 - 63.7  

Land Cult ivated - 61.0 

Cultivated Land in C.ru3.a - 34.4  

w = u.a 
Cul t ivated  h n d  in trllar - 17.7  

cattle suhe 
Average Irder p a  -Fa= - 31 Average N-er per P a m  - 24 
Cul t ivated  Acres per tlcrd - 10 .4  Cult ivated Acres per B u d  - 13.8 
torage Acrm per W - 3.6 

*Source: Gary Berger, demonstration agent, Distrl'ct Agricultural 
Extension Off i ce ,  Athabasca, July 2 2 ,  1976. 



&P Land Live8tock 

Under Crops 
Paoture  
Sumer Pa l lqv  
Other * - 
Wood l and  =L- 

Other 
Wheat 
Oats 
Barley 
Rye 
Flax 
Hixed Grains 
Tame Hay 
Rape 

138,044 a c r e s  
46,497 
15,800 

6,173 
26,694 

268,782 
4,630 

120,865 
13,955 

36 
520 

5,016 
42,173 

7,228 

16,852 - Covs ) 

12,000 - Year l inge  
1,540 - Pige 

600 - Sheep 
500 - Borsee 

310 Farmers 
280 w i t h  C a t t l e  

nos t  farms a r e  mixed wi th  c a t t l e  and coa r se  g r a i n s  predominating. 

The ma jo r i ty  of farms a r e  320 t o  480 a c r e  s i z e  wi th  some of t h e  l a r g e r  
c a t t l e  ope ra t ione  having a d d i t i o n a l  l e a s e  land t o  use as p a s t u r e .  

Host f a r r e  owne opera ted  w i t h  M i a t e  fami ly  p rov id ing  labour .  \ Outs ide  labour  i s  vesy seldcm wed. A n d e r  of younger fa rmers  work o u t  
du r ing  t h e  win te r  w n t h e  t o  provide  e x t r a  wney f o r  b r u ~ h i n g  n e v  l and  and 
o t h e r  f o r m  of expanoion. The l a r g e  ma jo r i ty  of fa rmers  have a n  o f f  farm 
source  of income wi th  e i t h e r  t h m e l v e s  o r  t h e i r  v i v e s  w r k l n g  o u t  p a r t  o r  
f u l l  tire. 

There a r e  2 o r  3 c m e r c i a l  bee men i n  t h e  a r e a .  

There a r e  e w e r a l  r i n k  f a m a  i n  t h e  Lac La Biche a r e a  w i t h  a l a r g e  
number of t r a p  l i n e s .  There are a l e o  s e v e r a l  c o m e r c i a 1  fiehermen i n  t h e  
a r e a  who supply  f i s h  t o  t h e  mink ranches and f o r  human coneanption.  

There is a l e o  a sod farm i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  
(May 1976) 

*Source: D i s t r i c t  A g r i c u l t u r a l  Extension Of f i ce ,  Lac l a  Biche, J u l y  26, 1976. 



o b i  usca t  ion .  

I n  h i s  s tudy of crop production r i s k  i n  Alber ta ,  Love recognized six 
. . 

measures o r  s t r a t e g i e s  t o  coun te rac t  r i s k  and uncer t a in ty .  One of those  was 

" d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n  of e n t e r p r i s e s  inc luding l i v e s t o c k  as w e l l  a s  crop 

product  ion  a s  sources  of income. "" Love's s tudy ,  however, is  devoted t o  ' , 

t he  p r e u c t i o n  of b a r l e y ,  wheat, and o a t s  throughout each census d i v i s i o n  

wi th in  t h e  province. These have been reproduced f o r  Censu i v i s i o n  12 and 0" - 13 a s  Tables 29 and 30. ' . 

Table 29 shows t h a t  1951 was t h e  bes t  income producing year  f o r  farmers 

i n  Census Division- 12 f o r  ba r l ey ,  o a t s ,  and wheat. Th i s  b&t of twenty-one 

yea r s  followed s e v e r a l  yeaks of poor production. I t  should be remembered 

that ba r l ey  is almost a s  s e n s i t i v e  t o  f r o s t  a s  wheat, and w i l l ,  i n  genera l ,  
. . 

r e f l e c t  s i m i l a r  production p a t t e r n s .  An exception t o  t h i s  case  was 1958 when 
/ 

more wheat was produced.per a c r e  than bar ley .  Care fu l ly  s c r u t i n i z e d ,  t h e s e  

d a t a  t e l l  much about the  f r o s t  hazards and s o i l  q u a l i t i e s  of nor theas t  

Alberta.  They hardly  suggest  l u c r a t i v e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e n t e r p r i s e s .  

Table 30 d i f f e r s  from Table 29 i n  that the  bes t  year  f o r  o v e r a l l  crop 

production and income genera t ion  was 1966. Indeed, Census ~ i v i s i o n  13 does 

not  r e f l e c t  t h e  r a d i c a l  f l u c t u a t i o n s  that a r e  experienced i n  Census Division 

12. However, i t  does i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  farmers i n  Census Division 12 w u l d  

probably f a r e  much b e t t e r  economically i f  they had been engaged i n  a  forage  

x t l e  regime r a t h e r  than r e l y i n g  heavi ly  on ba r l ey  and wheat during the  

twenty-one year per iod  contained i n  Tables 29 and 30. J 
One of the  major problems of l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of s t a t i s t i c a l  d a t a  i s  

-/-, 
that they d i s t o r t  r e a l i t y  beyond recogni t ion .  smal ler  u n i t s  

have been s e l e c t e d  t o ' p o r t r a y  more adequately t h e  v a r i a t i o n s  wi th in  the  

study a rea .  Four census enumeration a r e a s  have been s e l e c t e d  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  
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t h e  d i f f e r e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  found w i t h i n  t h e s e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  margins  
* 

(F igu re  3 9). 

Table  31, when compared t o  F igu re  39, i l l u s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e s t  

enumerat ion a r e a  (114) has  t h e  lowes t  p o p u l a t f i n  (209) and t h e  

C 
of  farms (21).  Enumeration a r e a  120,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, ha s  t h e  h i g  

p o p u l a t i o n  f i g u r e  (253, and second from t h e  bottom w i t h  t o t a l  number of 

farms.  Enumeration a r e a s  312,and 361 appear  e q u a l l y  balanced w i t h  pupu la t i on  

and number of farms.  . 

Enumeration a r e a  114 is  overpopula ted .  That is ,  t h e r e  are 9.95 pe r sons  

p e r  farm,  and t h e r e  a r e  few i f  any farms i n  marg ina l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  envi ron-  

ments  t h a t  can suppor t  t h a t  kind of  popu la t i on .  One might w e l l  expec t  a 

ca t t l e -p roduc ing  a r e a  t o  be somewhat l a b o r  i n t e n s i v e ,  but  Table  33 

f demons t ra tes  t h a t  t h i s  enumerat ion a r e a  has  t h e  f e w e s t  number of  c a t t l e  of  

t h e  ~ e m a i n l n g  t h r e e .  These a r e  t h e  d a t a  t h a t  show t h e  r e l a t i v e  " w e l l  

being" of  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a p a r t i c u l a r  r eg ion .  That is ,  enumer- 

a t i o n  a r e a  114 has  t h e  popu la t i on  p e r  farm a c r e ,  t h e  

most r e n t e d  Jand, t h e  f o r  a l l  c r o p s  excep t  o a t s  c u t  * 

f o r  hay and rapeseed ( i t  s u r p a s s e s  enumerat ion a r e a  120  i n  t h e s e  c a t e g o r i e s ) .  

Unfo r tuna t e ly ,  i t  i s  probably  c l i m a t i c a l l y  less s u i t e d  f o r  rapeseed than  

any p l a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  s tudy  a r e a .  The h igh  inc idence  of r e n t e d  land  might 

w e l l  have some bea r ing  on t h e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p a t t e r n  of enumerat ion a r e a  114. . 

Table 31 shows t h e  t o t a l  a r e a  of ha rves t ed  f o r a g e  seed and o a t s  c u t  * 
f o r  hay. Note t h e  l a c k  of i n fo rma t ion  f o r  o t h e r  ac reage  ha rves t ed .  The 

f o r a g e  seed c r o p s  ha rves t ed  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  were a l f a l f a  (Medicago sativa), 

a l s i k e  seed (TrifoZiwn h y b k d u m ) ,  brome g r a s s  (Bromus i n e d s ? ) ,  r ed  c l o v e r  

(Trifo-liwn p r a t e n s e )  , sweet c l o v e r  (Trifo Ziwn f r q i f e m ? )  , and t i  o t h y  P 
(Phlacm p r a t e n s e ) .  L 
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\ 

- The d a t a  presenteJ'<n Table 31 a r e ,  f o r  t h e m o s t  p a r t ,  r epea t ed  w i t h  
, . 

d i f f e r e n t  c a t e g o r i z a t i o n s :  i n  Tables  32 thrbugh 37. They show t h a t  enumeration 

a r e a s  312 and 361 dominate t h e  s t a t i s t i c s  r e l a t i n g  t o  ,"well being." However, 

. 
L. t h e s e  f a l l  woefu l ly  s h o r t  when compared t o  f a v o r a b l e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  r e g i o n s  i n  , 

- t h e  province  a s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  Table 23. I 
d 

THE CHANGING CHARACTER OF AGRICULTURAL PRACTICES, AN EVALUATION 

P 
The d i s t r i c t  a g r i e u l t u r a l  o f f i c e r s  a t  Athabasca and Lac La Biche have 

suggested t h a t  i t  is  p o s s i b l e  t o  make a good l i v i n g  a t  farming n o r t h e a s t  

A l b e r t a ,  bu t  they  s t r e s s  t h a t  i t  r e q u i r e s  a change in 'what  t h e  farmer produces.  

,FGrmers must g e t  away from c e r e a l s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  wheat, i n t o  a complex invo lv ing  
. 

t h e  product ion  of o h l s e e d s ,  f o r a g e s ,  and animals .  

While some s t u d e n t s  of t h e  problem of a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  f k e r  l i e - s  w i t h  l a r g e r  farm u n i t s , 2 9  Gary 

-, Berger does  not  concur .  I n  response  t o  q u e s t i o n s  designed t o  g a i n  some . 
-, 

comprehansion of what farm s i z e  had t o  do w i t h  economic s u c c e s s ,  Berger 

responded t h a t  

I d o n ' t  t h i n k  you can say  [how much land  i t  t a k e s  
t o  make i t  on a farm]. I don ' t  t h i n k  I t ' s  a r e a l  
ques t ion .  The re ' s  a guy o u t s i d e  of town making 
a l i v i n g  o f f  f i v e  a c r e s .  Growing hogs. Buying h i s  
g r a i n s  -- a l l  t h e  l and  he r e q u i r e s  i s  ' r i g h t  where h i s  
barn sits.  It depends on t h e  e n t r e p r e n e u r i a  \ t a l e n t  
of t h e  farmer.  Some guys have twelve -- f i f t e e n  
q u a r t e r s ,  and they  would make more money i f  t hey  
managed ha l f  t h a t  much l and  and d i d  a b e t t e r  job of 
i t .  Management and an imals  a r e  ke s t o  economic 
be t te rment  [ i n  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a ] .  40 

It is  imposs ib le  t o  de te rmine  wi th  any degree  of accuracy  the  e f f e c t s  of 

t h e  d i s t r i c t  a g r i c u l t u r a l ' o f f i c e r e '  e f f o r t s  t o  push fa rmers  away from c e r e a l s  

i n t o  a b a s i c  animal  economy. The personnel  fn each  d i s t r i c t  o f f i c e  has ,  

however, been prodding p e r s i s t e n t l y  s i n c e  1961. The i n c r e a s e  of t e n  thousand 

head of c a t t l e  i n  Athabasca County (Table 27) between 1961 and 1971 i s  t h e  
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probab le  r e s u l t  of t h e  push f o r  a  c a t t l e  complex i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a .  

An a p p a r e n t l y  s u c c e s s f u l  f a rmer ,  vho u t i l i z e s  t h e  services of  t h e  

demons t ra t ion  a g e n t s  from t h e  Athabasca d i s t r i c t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o f f i c e ,  was 

i n t e rv i ewed  d u r i n g  t h e  month of August, 1975, i n  an a t t empt  t o  gauge any 

d e g r e e  of b a s i c  change i n  t h e - a g r i c u l t u r a l  regime t h a t  might be moving t h e  

a r e a  i n t o  a  h e a l t h y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s t a t e .  Th i s  example was chosen because i t  

r e p r e s e n t s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  fa rming  v e n t u r e  i n  an e s t a b l i s h e d  marg ina l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
-- 

environment.  That is," i f  s u c c e s s  b reeds  s u c c e s s ,  t hen  t h i s  d h c u s s i o n  should 

p rov ide  a n  example f o r  o t h e r s  t o  fo l l ow .  

The popu la t i on  of t h i s  farm i s  t h r e e  - a  man, a  woman, and an e a r l y  
L 

( 
school-age c h i l d .  T h i s  popu la t i on  sometimes i n c r e a s e b  t o  f o u r  when t h e  son ,  

i n  h i s  e a r l y  t e n t i e s ,  r e t u r n s  t o  s d u r i n g  t h e  sumner. < 
Hired h e l p  is r a r e l y  used ,  because i t  u n r e l i a b l e  and 

want ing.  
3  1 

T h i s  fa rmer ,  i n  h is  l a t e  f o r t i e s ,  was born and r a i s e d  n o t  two m i l e s  from 

h i s  p r e s e n t  homesi te .  H i s  f a t h e r  was an  e a r l y  p ionee r  i n t o  t h e  a r e a ,  1910, 

and t h i s  farmer has  h i s  r o o t s  i n  t h e  s o i l  which he c u l t i v a t e s .  H i s  w i f e  has 

s i m i l a r  o r i e n t a t i o n  even though s h e  came from a  d i f f e r e n t  r e g i o n  of t h e  

province .  

Th i s  farm i s  l o c a t e d  i n  Census D iv i s ion  13 ,  and t h e  farmer Ps 800 

a c r e s  of land of which 700 were i n  p roduc t ion  o r  sunrmer 

t 
c r o p s  and a c r e s  p l a n t e d  that yea r  were: 150 w i t h  b a r l e y ,  

. i 
w i t h  wheat , ,  and/ 90 w i t h  r ape .  The equipment used to .  c u l t i v a t e  

was i d e n t i f i e d  a s :  Combine (Massey 410) , t h r e e  t r a c t o i s ,  

r a k e ,  swather ,  v i b r e n  shank ( t o  k i l l  weeds) ,  b a l e r ,  manure s p r e  

( g r a i n  l o a d e r ) ,  weed s p r a y e r ,  f eed  g r i n d e r ,  and t h r e e  t r u c k s .  It  is c l e a r  

that t h i s  farm is  n o t  marg ina l ly  c a p i t a l i z e d .  
8 
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. The bas ic  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m i x  f o r  t h i s  farm over  a f i f t e e n  year  per iad  is 

p r o f i l e d  i n  Table 38. It is  Important t d  no te  t h a t  this farmer planted  no 

wheat f i v e  t h e s  dur ing  t h e  period.  @ T ~ I B  must be viewed a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  

s i n c e  wheat conmands a good cash  p r i c e ,  and a l l  h i s t o r i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s  

suppor t  i t s  growth. It is  apparent  that t h i s  fanner understands t h e  
I 

n e c e s s i t y  fo r  d i v e r s i t y ,  and t h e  s i g n  i n  f r o n t  of h i s  home proudly announces 

t o  t h e  world t h a t  i t  is a mixed farm. The experiments wi th  whe,at and rape  

between 1971 and 1975 i n d i c a t e  h i s  wi l l ingness  t o  gamble wi th  those  high 

paying cash crops.  

This  farmer r epor ted  that the  average y ie ld  per a c r e  and average p r i c e  

per  bushel f o r  s e l e c t e d  crops  were a s  fol lows:  

Barley: 25 bushe l s l ac re  @ $1,50/bushel A 

Oats: 4 0  bushe l s l ac re  @ $1.25/bushel 

Wheat: 2 0  bushe l s l ac re  @ $3.00/bushel 

. Rape: 10 b u s h e l s l a ~ e  @ $3.50/bushel 

When t h e s e  y ie ld  d a t a  a r e  compared wi th  Table 30, they show t h i s  farmer 

reaping 2.17 bushels  of ba r l ey  below the  mean f o r  C.D. 13,  t h e  average number 

of bushels  of o a t s ,  and 3.15 below t h e  mean f o r  wheat. No y i e l d  d a t a  were 

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  comparisons wi th  rape. The c los ing  p r i c e s  from these  commodit- 

i e s  on August 15 ,  1975 were: ba r l ey  $2.75, o a t s  $1.57, wheat $3.30, and rape  

This  farmer has s e v e n t y ~ f i v e  a c r e s  of improved pa( ture  and 150 a c r e s  of 

bush p a s t u r e  f o r  milk cows and beef c a t t l e .  He repor ted  t h a t  he d id  not know 

how many head he owned because of t h e  "worry" a s soc ia ted  wi th  keeping count.  

The hog pas tu re  occupies a two a c r e  s i t e ,  which inc ludes  t h e  bu i ld ings .  Few 

fowl a r e  kept on t h i s  farm. Of t he  animals r a i sed  by t h i s  farmer,  .approximately 

25 head of c a t t l e  per  year  are sold  a t  an average p r i c e  of SQ.20 per  pound 



Table 38. Grains Planted and Anlmals Kept Over Fifteen Yeare 
on a Farm Near the Centre of the Study Area 

Barley Oats Wheat Rape ' Cattle Hogs 
-' * - J  



l i v e w e i g h t ,  and a p p r o x i m a t e l y  30 hogs  p e r  y e a r  a r e  s o l d  a t  a n  a v e r a g e  

p r i c e  o f  $0.30 p e r  pound d r e s s e d .  
J 

These p r o d u c t i o n  s t a t i s t i c s  s u g g e s t  t h a t  t h i s  is  a n  economic e n t e r p r i s e .  

I t  s h o u l d  be p o i n t e d  o u t ,  however, t h a t  t h i s  is u n u s u a l  f o r  farm o p e r a t i o n s  

i n  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a ,  i .e . ,  t h i s  k i n d  o f  fa rm r e p r e s e n t s  a n  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  

r u l e .  The v a l u e  o f  f o c u s i r & m  t h i s  k i n d  o f  e n t e r p r i s e  is t h a t  it p o i n t s  o u t  

t h a t  economic s u c c e s s  i s  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  I t  i s  

have t h e  n e c e s s a r y  c a p i t a l i z a t i o n  and management 

t h e  r i g h t  combina t ion  o f  a n i m a l s  and g r a i n s ,  t o  coax t h e  environment  i n t o  

p roduc ing .  

DISCUSSION 

The n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a  f a r m e r  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  decide'd what t o  p l a n t  and 

grow f o r  s a l e  i n  t h e  market  economy. T h i s  h a s  u s u a l l y  been based on 

h i s t o r i c a l  c i ~ c u m s t a n c e s ,  i . e . ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e s  o f  p r e v i o u s  env i ronments ,  
2 

s u c c e s s e s  of t h e  p a s t ,  f o l k l o r e  o f  p a s t  s u c c e s s e s ,  and  t h e  chance  f o r  s u c c e s s  

based on  market  f a c t o r s .  Some d e m o n s t r a t i o n  a g e n t s  of A l b e r t a  A g r i c u l t u r e  

b e l i e v e  t h a t  f a rming  e n t e r p r i s e s  a r e  becoming more s y s t e m a t i c ,  and e x t e n s i o n  

p e r s o n n e l  from government and i n d u s t r y  p r o v i d e  i n f o r m a t i o n  and o p i n i o n s  f o r  

t h o s e  who a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  l i s t e n  t o  t h e  p r o b a b i l ' i t i e s  f o r  m a r k e t i n g  t h e i r  

p roduce .  The o b j e c t i v e  v iewpoin t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  more t h a n  t h e  movement i n t o  

a  b a s i c a l l y  an imal  economy, away from t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  of c e r e a l s ,  is r e q u i r e d  

f o r  commercial  s u c c e s s  i n  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a .  

T h e o r e t i c a l l y ,  f a r m e r s  have c h o i c e s  i n  d a r k e t i n g  t h e i r  cereal g r a i n s  

t o  l i v e s t o c k  p r o d u c e r s ,  t h e  Canadian Wheat Board,  o r  t h e  open market  s y s t e m ,  

b u t ,  r e a l i s t i c a l l y ,  t h e  q u a l i t y  of most c e r e a l  g r a i n s  ~ r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  

a r e a  is o n l y  s u i t a b l e  f o r  l i v e s t o c k .  A s  t h e s e  p r o d u c t s  a r e  r e j e c t e d  w i t h  
0 

g r e a t e r  f r e q u e n c y  by t h e  Canadian Wheat Board and o t h e r  m a r k e t i n g  o u t l e t s ,  



farmers w i l l  be forced i n t o  t h e  production of coarse  g r a i n s  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  
s 

production.  

Alber ta  A g r i c u l t u r a l  workers i n  n o r t h e a s t  Alber ta  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e r e  is 

b i g  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  l i v e s t o c k  production.  There a r e  good a r e a s  f o r  paeturage,  

and t h e r e  are a l s o  good fo rage  y i e l d s  throughout t h e  region.  Consequently, 

extens ion personnel  a r e  a t tempt ing t o  d i v e r t  farmers f r o b  c e r e a l  t o  feed  

g r a i n s  wi th  some degree  of success. With cons tant  prodding by t h e  o f f i c e r s  
P 

at Lac &a Biche and Athabasca, t h e r e  was a tremendous inc rease  i n  c a t t l e  

production between 1961 and 1971 (see  Figure 18 a s  an  example). The p r i c e  I 
slump i n  1976, however, c rea ted  some d i s tu rbances  among c a t t l e  producers,  

but t h e  extens ion o f f i c e r s  be l i eve  that the  s u r v i v a l  of farming a s  an 

economic venture  depends on inc reas ing  c a t t l e  production now and i n  t h e  
t i 

f u t u r e .  But p r i c e  f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  the  beef indus t ry  suggest  t h a t  c a t t l e  - 
provide no economic panacea f o r  t h e  f o l k  i n  nor theas t  Alberta.  3 3 

Extension agents  i n  t h e  study a r e a  be l i eve  t h a t  farming i s ,  neverthe- 

k l e s s ,  becoming inc reas ing ly  h e a l t  y i n  nor theas t  Alber ta  a s  a r e s u l t  of 

d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n .  The agen t s  a l s o  be l i eve  that people wi th in  t en  years  of 

r e t i r ement ,  t h e  o lde r  genera t ion ,  a r e  not  r e a l l y  concerned wi th  maximum 

productionji;br maximum income because they a r e  i n t o  farming a s  a s t y l e  of 

l i f e  r e  than r e l a t i v e  "well being." These agen t s  be l i eve  that younger 
I 

i 
farmers,  wi th  a farm background, a r e  probably doing a b e t t e r  job of farming 

I 
I 

with  regard t o  d i v e r s e  producti;;l\ than t h e  o lde r  genera t ion:  The younger 
1 

t- farmers have higher d e b t s  t o  pay, and they need more money t o  opera te ;  these  
5 

younier  farmers must genera te  more the  products  they r a i s e  must 

br ing  t h i s  cash i n t o  t h e i r  e n t e r p r i s e s .  farmers i n  nor theas t  Alber ta ,  

however, can a t t a i n  and s u s t a i n  t h e  necessary c a p i t a l  flow t o  compete wi th  > 
j 

f 

more favorably  s i t u a t e d  farmers i n  southern Alberta.  



I r o n i c a l l y ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  s t imulus  f o r  . ag r i cu l tu ra l  change i n  the s tudy 

a r e a  was no t  motivated by t h e  Department of Agr icu l tu re  agents .  The 

s t imulus  -for a g r i c u l t u r a l  changes i n  nor theas t  Alber ta  stems from t h e  

development of the  Athabasca Tar Sands. That development has put p ressu re  

on land owners t o  pay t h e i r  t a x e s - o r  l o s e  t h e i r  holding,  which has s t imula ted  
b 

production t o  some degree. But more importantly,  the  Tar Sands development 

has changed t h e  cha rac te r  of t h e  nor theas t  Alber ta  environment, and t h i s  

theme i s  developed more f u l l y  i n  t h e  next chapter .  

; This  chapter  has  shown how the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s  adopted i n  t h e  

rC 
s tudy a r e a  were unsu i t ab le  f o r  t h e  c l i m a t i c  and s o i l  cond i t ions .  That is, 

wheat and ba r l ey  c u l t u r e  were introduced by people who immigrated t o  t h i s  

f r o n t i e r  from a r e a s  t h a t  were more favorably  disposed f o r  growing c e r e a l  '. 
g r a i n s .  The l a c k  of commercial success  i n  nor theas t  A l b e r t a  developed on 

t h e  b a s i s  of t h e  wrong crops f o r  t h e  environment. This  l a c k  of commercial 

success  must, however, be viewed i n  another  context :  People have survived i n  

t h i s  a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  marginal s i t u a t i o n ;  i n  terms of "well being," they were 

i n  more economically favorable  s i t u a t i o n s  when these  f o l k  were c l o s e r  t o  

subs i s t ence .  In o t h e r  words, when the  poverty of a g r i c u l t u r e  is seen i n  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  why people migrated t o  t h i s  f r o n t i e r  s i t u a t i o n  understanding 

Z the  n a t u r e  of success  i s  enhanced. 

An example i n  t h i s  chapter  shows t h a t  i t  is  poss ib le  t o  maintain an 

economically v i a b l e  farming opera t ion  i n  t h e  s tudy a rea .  However, the  

usua l ly  inc lude  an off-farm income and s t r i c t  management 
6 

The farm income problem w i l l  n o t ,  i n  genera l ,  be resolved on 

t h e  farm. The farm income problem w i l l  be resolved when government and 

indus t ry  fo rce  the  m r t h e a s t  Alber ta  farmer t o  produce those  s p e c i a l t y  crops 

which w i l l  always be i n  demand such a s  hay, t r e e s ,  and d a i r y  products.  
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I n  conchq<on, t h e  f a c t d r s  of se t t l ement ,  f a  majo r i ty  of t h e  people more 
'. a 

o r  less d r t f t i n g  o*ht.~ t h e  land,  coupled wi th  the  f a c t o r s  of development, 

farmers pursuing an a g r i q l t u r a l  regime unsu i t ab le  t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  Alber ta  . 
- 

environment, a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e ' I P r  '. t h e  o v e r a l l  marg ina l i ty  and economics 
'. 

i n  t h e  study a rea .  I f  government and qndustry can c o m b y i r  f o r c e s ,  

then they can f o r c e  t h e  farmer i n t o  m o i ~  f i isfat ive c o m k r c i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s .  

This  combining of f o r c e s  i s  l i k e l y  t o  occur i n  n  t h e a s t  Alber ta  as a  a, 
r e s u l t  of the  Tar Sands development. 

\ i 
I - -'. 1 

The sub jec t so f  a r e a l  development and chanie i n  northe- Alber ta ,  the  

soc io -cu l tu ra l  enviranmental s i t u a t i o n s ,  a r e  t r e a t e d  i n  t h e  f o l l w i n g  

chapter .  I t  looks a t  nor theas t  Alber ta  s o c i e t y  and c o m e n t s  on t h e  varying 

degrees of success  a t t a i n e d  t h e r e i n .  
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C H A P T E R ,  

THE SOCIO-CULTURAt- ENVIROHHENT \ 

While the three preceding chapters focused on developments in 
* 

political background, physical limitations, propaganda for enticing settlers, 

settlement sequence, and agricultura pqyerty, this areas 2 
which are representative of the panoply of-the socio-cultural environment 

A that accounts for the regional psychology. In a real sense, the criteria for 
i 

\ 

success in these agricultural margins go be ond come T production. . The 

notion of commercial success was attac in this thesis as being unrepresen- 

tative of the range-of possible su esees that might be attained by settlers, 4 
and the essence of this chapter essentially analyzes population maintenance 

and institutional survival. 6 
Y 

The warp and woof are joined to create the the fabric that is 

northeast Alberta. This focus, then, on the socio-cultural situations and 
- .  

are keys to understanding of human pursuits that have been in 

some instances successful in the?face of adversity and marginality. These 

s tuations and circumstances revolve prbrily around formal and informal lJ 
institutions which are characterized by such it&s as schools, folklore, 

I 

ethnicity, occupations, churches, relxgion, and acCess to goods and services. 
' 7  ' < .  

* - Theseeotions are viewed through an assee ent of community. 
b "I 

 unity is be•’ ined, in this context, by those charixterist ics which . .. % 

d 

include wid&ran8ing hecifics such as the rqle of railways as institutions 
, I 

in the fortunes and misfortuneb for the study area's inhabitants, and the 

.I effect, o i  outside institutional decisioh .on behavior and belief as these 
0 

"outside" notions influence cornunity ideas, ideals, and beliefs. The socio- . . 

cultural environment is primarily the story of political maneuverings wedded 
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. &cessarg t o  . la rk  at em& d m a r a p h i c  da t a  f o r  nortbcut Alberta. &be a r e  . 

- .  
4 

. l e v e l s  of success based on i n s t i t u t i o n a l  survivals .  - 
-. 4 

Margaret Crawford's geog~aphic ,  study of the  d i s t r i b&ton  of -  population 
4 

change in Alberta between 1-931 k~d-961 demonrtra'tes ,that v h i l e  t he re  wae no 

continuous & l a t i &  & c l i n e  in 'a& -crnSus mb+ivis ion during thk period of 
'? . ,  

her axtudy,' the re  were cf;les vhere declfnes id the  study a k a  were notable. 
, . 

For example, there  w a s  a population d e c & m  i n  t h e ' a g r i c u l t u r a l  d r g i n s  of 
. ! b t 

northeast  f i b e r t i  betveen 1956 ad 1 9 6 1 . ~  -nt a d  ~roudfop t ' .  study of 
. , 

population changes i n  northern Saskatchewan and Alberta betveen 1961 and 1971,'- . 

on the  other  hand, shovs t h a t  t he  farm bopulation decreased i n  Alberta Census 
u 

Divisions 12-15 ( ~ l k u r e  37) by 12,249; 'That is, the  1961 farm population of , 

- 
81,'657 w a s  69,408 in 1971 .~  They noted t&t "the general  decl ine  i n  farm 

population [was] accempani&l by a dec l ine  in the &a1 . , . 
and an increase in the pdpu ld ion  in incorporated 

1 - * 

gene5alization holds f o r  t he  study a rea ,  but no,t f o r  each c m u n l t y .  
4 -. 

The Preneh a t  P l m n d o n  a r e  used as an example of success i n  te'rms of ,.- 

* 
population maintenance a d  w ins t  i t u t  iona l  development s i n  t h i s  agr i c u l  tur:lly 

'- 
marginal region. Figures 40 through 43 a r e  the bases fo r  t h i s  d i s c y q i o n .  

Figure 40 sbovei the  ea r ly  sett lement icxWin tovnship 68, r-ge 16. 

While t h e  reasons f m  sett lement "are  unclear,  the  pa t t d i a  shovs t ha t  the  . 
a 

settlers clustered in three  a r ea s  during 1911. The ove ra l l  pa t t e rn  f o r  t he '  . 
e a r l y  k r s  of sett isent the  r e s u l t  of hov the s e t t l e r s  dispersed them- 

se lves  or  f i l l e d  i n  t he  l d j a c m i  quar te t lsec; iolu  of land. Eighteen more 
I 

quarter-sect ions  had been s e t t l e d  upon the  s r p i r a t i o n  of the  "public lands 

s policy" i n  1939. This development is  c l ea r ly  shown i n  Figure 41. It shove 



Figure 40. Early P ~ D O & I I  Arm Settl-t (164 U6)* . 

Id *Source: Appe ix C. 



e Figure 41. Plumndon Area Sett l - t  (T68 Rl6), 1939* 



Figure 42.  lamo on don Area Settlement (T68 R16), 195W 
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Figure 43.  Plarondon Area Settlament (T68 U6), 1977* 

*Source. Arthur J .  Girard. 



continued expansions in spite of frost hazards, vhich, in one segie, 
1 

indicates that these settlers were either engaged in a subeistende economy or 
\ 

other economic pursuits to support their farms. 

Twelve years after the conclusion of the "public lands policy," 2196.8 

more acres were settled in the Plamondon area (Figure 42). This is not 

insignificant in that it suggests continued rapid expaneion -- though slower 
I 

than the twenty-eight years between 1911 and 1939. That is, the pace of 

settlement amounts to 267.54 acres ph;ryear for the twenty-eight year period, 

1911-1939, and 199.71 acres per year during the eleven year period, 1940-1950. 

The story of successful settlement and development in this township is in 

large measure the r*esult of the Plamondon families expansions through 1950. 
\ 
\ 

The Plamondons held,,by that time, 3029.07 kcres of the 9013.93 acres settled 

(excluding ~udson's Bay company land), i. e., thirty-four percent of all 

/settled land in the township. Four families, Dube, Gaganon, Gauthier, and 

Plamondon, held fifty-four percent of all settled acreage in 1950. 
\ 

During the twenty-seven year period, 1951-1977, land openings continued 

at a pace beyond expectations for this Approximately 4,800. 
7 

acres were claimed under agricul4ural This amounts to about 
x 

177 acres per year over the twenty-seven year period, which exceeds the f 

expansion rate between 1940 and 1950. In those twenty-seven years, the Bourassa 

families dominate the statistics in expansions. They established themselves 

on 1,760 acres or thirty-seven percent of the land opened for farming 
'*< 

operations. The Ulliac families established themselves on 1120 acres w 
L 

the Gauthier, Piquette, and Plamondons settled 960, 800, and 800 acres 

respectively. The overall settlement pattern, 1911-1977, is shown in (' 
Figure 43. 

Institutional developments'among the French settlers in this area are 



focused in the Village of Plamondon (see Plate 1). These include schools, 

a Catholic Church, hotel, two construction cornpanlee, a elaughterhouse, and 

other institutions and services. These successful enterprises are based on 

tenacity and a willingnese to face and endure the hardships posed by the 
J 

northeast Alberta environment, and the institution that has been developed to 
. O S  

tell that story to future generations was the 1975 public opening of the 
. . 

Plamondon and District Museum depicted in Plate 2. It is impossible to 

'enumerate all the levels of success attained by these French immigrants, 

but clearly population maintenance is evident from the institutions wt&h have 

developed in Plamondon . 
It is useful, at this juncture, to look at another example of settlers 

in northeast Alberta to see if land expansions are necessary for institutional - 

development. The Afroamerican immigrants to township 66, range.20 provide a 

a 
basis for establishing that factors other than comnercial agricultural 

production are necessary for understanding success. Indeed, as it was - 
established in Chapter IV; the reasons for Immigration. of the various groups 

differed even though the only clearly presented case was that of the Afro- 

americans. They, however, have not attained he same measurable levels of 

success as the French immigrants have achieved. O r ,  did they not? 

Figure, 44 shows the early settlement form for 'the Afroamerican* 

immigrants between 1910 and 1913, the early settlement period. They 

established themselves mainly along the margins of Pine Creek, and these 

Af roamericans had formed a school district (Toles 112895) by the end of 1913. 

Sixty-seven quarter-sections of land were settled during this 19161913 

period. However, fourteen of these quarter-sections were abandoned by 1930. 

This resultant s'ettlement form is shown in Figure 45, and it suggests farm 

abandonment and institutional decline. 
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Figure 44 .  ~ e ' t  t lement , in t h e  Amber Valley (T66 ~20)'. 1910-1913* 

*Sources: A p p e n d i s  C and Pleld Rescaich. 



Figure 45. .Settlement Pattern in the Amber Valley A r c a  (T66 ~ 2 0 ) .  19301 . 
r 
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Indexed, F igu re  46 i n d i c a t e s  that by 1973 on ly  f o r t y - n i n e  pe rcen t  of the 

l and  s e t t l e d  by t h e  k i g r a n t  Afroaadericans w a s  s t i l l  owned and fa- by 

$ lack  f o l k .  These d a t a  c l e a r l y  show t h a t  i n  t h e  s ixty- two y e a r s  between 1911 

and 1973 t h e  s e t t l e r s  were n o t  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  ma in t a in ing  an  adequate  
, 

popu la t ion  t o  s u s t a i n  t h e  development of i n s t i t u t i o n s .  T h i s  no t ion ,  however, 

is c o n t r a d i c t e d  by t h e  message presented  i n  t e  3. 3. 
Thi s  b r i e f  d e w g r a p h i c  p i c t u r e ,  p resented  by way of t h e  French and 

, .  , Afroamerican-comunities, prov ides  a  b a s i s  t o  examine t h e  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  

s i t u a t i o n b ~ o f  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a  environment.  It should be remembered 
L , ' . "  

t h a t  comnun6$zj. i s  de f ined  i n  t h i s  s tudy  by t h o s e  s o c i a l  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which a r e  meaningful i n  t h e  l i v e s  of t h e  s t u d y  a r e a ' s  
v 

i n h a b i t a n t s .  It was i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  h i s t o r i c  c o r n u n i t i e s  t h a t  succes ses  
- 0  

were a t t a i n e d  oq f a i l u r e  was e v i d e n t .  

COMMUNITY 

An h i s t o r i c  overview of n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a  shows t h a t  the: concept. of 

c o m u n i t y ,  no t  u n l i k e  t h e  n o t i o n  qf u r b a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  Caned4an ceneuta ,6 has  

changed through time. I n  - a d d i t i o n  t o  s p e c i f i e d  " s p e c i a l  a r e a s k t h e  Province 

gf ~ l b e r t a ' s  munic ipa l  s t r u c t u r e  i d e n t i f i e s  t h i r t y  c o u n t i e s ,  e igh teen  

munic ipa l  d i s t r i c t s ,  twgnty-four improvement d i s t r i c t s ,  t e n  c i t i e s ,  103 towns, 

and 167  village^.^ The s tudy  a r e a  i n c l u d e s  p o r t i ~ o s ~ o f  one cdunty (Athabasca) 

and one improvement d i s t r i c t  -- twenty-four i s e e  F igu re  5) .  Contained w i t h i n  

t h e  s tudy  a r e a  a r e  twp,towns (Athabasca and Lac,La Biche) ,  and t h r e e  

v i l l ages  -- Boyle, Islt ind Lake, and Plamondon ( s e e  P$gure 4 ) .  With t h e  

-. * p o s s i b l e  excep t ion -o f  Plamondon, none i s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  M s t o r i c  n o t i o n  

of community i n  n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a .  

However, i f  ,one i s  i n  t h e  h a b i t  of a s c r i b i n g  h i e r a r c h y  t o  p l a c e s ,  t hen  



Figure  46. ~ e t t l a u n t  Pattern i n  the -hber Valley A& (166 R20), 1973. 

"Source: Author's Unpublished Field Research Notes, 1973. 
1 



b 
Plate  3 .  This s ign  reads: To esaape discriminatory l e g i s h t i o n  more 

than one hzrndred and s ix ty  negroes f r o m  
Oklahoma moved t o  the Pine Creek area 

0 during the spring o f  2920. OriginaZZy ' 
cotton, tobacco and corn farmers these 
people quickly adap d t o  new conditions 
and successfully r 2 sed gh&t crops, 
principally wheat. They a h o  enjoyed 
sports and fielded outstanding baseball 
teama. By 1932, a sohooZ, church, and 
pbst o f f i ce  were operatinq i n  t h i s  
commcnity and i n  that year -it renamed 
Amber Valley. Since then the conomcnity has 

.MndZed i n  siae but i t s  cultural dignity 
* 

remains. 
This memorial w a s  dedicated by the Honourable Horst Schmid, 
Minister of  Culture for Alberta, on 9 Sep 78. , (This  q o t o -  
graph w s s  taken by the author a t  the dedi$at ion- ceremonies. ) 

f l  - 
I . 
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Athabasca and Lac Ia Biche could be vleved as minor region81 .artrice centres. 

This and Colinton, b . u u e  g ra in s  are = 

.trucked t o  e leva tors  in these  locat ions .  I n  ths tradih.onal meme of h i t r -  

a rch ies  of cop~aunit ies,  l i t t l e  o r  no meaning is associated with that notion 

and the  h i s t o r i c  c o a u n i t y  in tbe.  study area. ' 

The h i s t o r i c  c-ity in tbe study a rea  revolved around the scbool, 

- 3 . 
-t 

current  notion of comunity  i n  northeast  Alberta is t h e  fo lk lo re  

t t has evolved from memories o fLvhat  those scbools vere. That is lxwsay, 
' 4 
t he  ideology vhich has developed around what . . the  l o c a l  school i n  t h e  b 
s t d y  a rea  comun i t i e s  is the  essence of of t he  h i s t o r i c  comunity.  

b c a l  schools might v 1 play a sin;tlar o l e  throughout r u r a l  ?&rth m i c a .  P. 
X kr Nevertheless, the  cur rea t  idea pf the  h i  o r i c  c-ity is supported by the  

. . Government of Alber ta ' s  Department of Culture, Youth, and Recreation, wgch  

sponsored-the June 16-18, 1972 ' k u l t u r a l  her i t age  cmferencp" 
1.  1 . . -a, - 

r e t en t ion  -of multi-culturalisms in Alberta.8 It  is, 

- 
understand tha t  the  r o l e  of ou ts ide  p o l i t i c a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  i e , i n e x t r i c  

l inked t o  the  current  di rensions  of aryr_ 8nd a l l  c-ities i n  the  st& . 
area and throughout the Province. cis vas not always tbe r a se ,  and * 
schools provide the  best  example f o r  understlnding the  h i s t o r i g  c ~ n l t y  

.c . 
L 

i n  t h e  study a rea  and nor theast  Albefta. Tbe following sec t ion ,  consequently, 

provides an e labora te  fr-rk and ex&na.tion of dat  schoois vere  i n  
8 I - 

focusing comuhity  a c t i v i t i e s .  
# 

The School ~ ~ a i n e p r ' i n g  in Colaunity Development) 
r 

Con 01 over t he  function of education, a s  shovn i n  the  l i t e r a t u r e  i n  4C 
Chapter 1f of this study, i e  looked t o  a s  .the primary-vehicle fo r  i n s t i l l i n g  

"the fo lk  way of l i f e "  i n  many ag r i cu l tu r a l  comuni t iee .  And tbe  l oca l ly  
I 

control led c o i u n i t y  scbml is usually designated a s  t he  i l u t i t u t i o n  which 



a c t s  a s  a ca t a ly s t  f o r  any &oup of people in f r o n t i e r  ;ituatiow 2 * Y 

l a t g i c u l  o r  otherwise. The l o d  school war tbr c a t a l y t i c  agent f o r  

c m n i t i c s  i n  t he  study area .  It provided the a r m  where the  p o l i t i c a l  
C I 

b a t t l e s  of t he  comuni ty  were fought. The 8cbool va8 the place where 

not ions  of ,how good "we" a r e  a d  bow bad "they" a r e  vere expected t o  be' 

taught. I t  was, in f a c t ,  t h e  primary soc ia l iz ing  i n e t i t u t i o n  f o r  the  

co~anmity.  Conmunities focused on and developed i n  and around "their" 

school, a d  t o  misunderstand the  essence of t h i s  idea is t o  m i s s  the  point  

of the  h i s t o r i c  ccnmunity , in northeast  Alberta. 

The school, a s  an idea and a physical  e n t i t y ,  influenced the  

ideological  and p r a c t i c a l  development of o ther  i n e t i t u t i o n s  such a s  the  1 

post o f f i c e  and roadworks. This does not mean i h a t  t he  schools were p1,aces , 

' where a l l  was harmonious i n  a community. Indeed, they were more of ten 

places where b a t t l e s  were fought betwhn f ac t i ons  than places  where 

educational at tainments were achieved by pupi ls .  

m y ,  i f  not -st, e-ity b a t t l e s  were fought over money t o  some 
L 

, ~~ 
b 

degree or  another, L e . ;  money frequent ly  uo rked ' i t s  way i n t o  ideological  

d i spu tes  or v i ce  versa.  While most of the  f o l k  i n  nor theast  Alberta would 

invest  t h e i r  hea r t s  and sou ls  i n  the  development of the  school a s  an 

i n s t i t u t i o n ,  they would not invest  their money read i ly  with the prompt pay- 

ment of taxes. 'his money co l l ec t i on  s i t u a t i o n  led H.L. Larson;superipten- 

dent of schools i n  Athabasca County, t o  wrTte i n  1967 that "the coterminous 

boundary concept has f o r  t =st pa r t  streamlined tax  co l l ec t i ons  [ i n  - .Zi, 
northeast  Alberta] ,  i t  has not necessar i ly  c l a r i f i e d  t he  necess i ty  f o r  

taxes. "' Local scbool boards had tbe  au thor i ty  t o  e x p r o p r h t e  . l b d  f o r  
* 

payment of taxes,  but there  is no known case t h a t  such ever occurred i n  
I 

n0n7 
the  

study area.  
10 



0 

The matter of money a f f e c t e d  t h e  working r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between school  

-1 boards and teachers .  Money was a l s o  a source of c o n f l i c t  b e t w e n  those  vho 
* ' 

Ywanted t o  use school  f a c i l i t i e s  and not make payment f o r  pame, e.g.,' thoae 

who held prayer meetings o r  p o l i t i c a l  ga ther ings .  The l a c k  of money w a s  
1 

u s u a l l y  a t  the  h e a r t  of f i g h t s  between teachers  and school  b o b d s ,  but 

t h i s  w a s  not  always t h e  case.  The c o n f l i c t  between the Spruce Valley 
P 

School D i s t r i c t  Number 4652 and a t eacher ,  W.H. Kordoski, provides an 

example from 1934. F r i c t i o n  a r o s e  between Mr. Kordoski and co-nity members 

because a Ukrainian n a t i o n a l - i s t i c  segment wanted f r e e  use  of t h e  school  

a s  a c-nity c e n t r e  f o r  s o c i a l  func t ions  and p o l i t i c a l  r a l l i e e .  The 
, 

r e s u l t  of Kordoski's ob jec t ion  t o  such a c t i v i t i e s  caused t h e  passing of a 

motion a t  the  annual meeting t o  reduce h i s  s a l a r y .  l1 More o f t e n  than n o t ,  

however, ' the_lack of money c rea ted  deep chasms between t eachers  and school  

boards. A case from Amber Valley i s  i l l u s t r a t i v e :  The school  board met on 

March 26, 1937, 

... f o r  the  purpose of making some arrangement - 
with Mrs. A.H. C r o m w e l l  i n  answer t o ' a  l e t t e r  from 
the  A.T.A. [Alber ta  Teachers Associa t ion]  concerning 
her s a l a r y .  The Board went t o  Mrs. Cromwll  and she  
agreed t o  accept  $200.00 before  the  1 5 t h  of Apr i l  
and $100.00 l a t e r ,  and she  a l s o  agreed not  t o  push 
the  board f o r  t h e  balance of her  s a l a r y  t h i s  year .  12 . 

The Recordbook does not  suggest  what t h e  t e a c h e r ' s  s a l a r y  f o r  t h e  
t 

L year  w a s ,  b t records  from previous  yea r s  suggest  t h a t  the' wage was between 
9 

seventy and n ine ty  d o l l a r s  per  month. On t h e  b a s i s  of a t e n  months school  

yea r ,  t h e  teacher  'would be s h o r t  $500.00 a t  t h e  end of t h e  term a t  e igh ty  

d o l l a r s  per  month.13 The gulf  behreen t eachers  and school  boards, which 
A 

revolved around t h e  l a c k  of money, w a s  usua l  and sbandard throughout north- 

. e a s t  Alberta.  This  s i t u a t i o n  f i n a l l y  led  t o  i n t e r v e n t i o n  i n t o  l o c a l  

communities by oLts ide  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  t o  insure  t h a t  t h e  community 
& 



' 14 schools  met their c o n t r a c t u a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  t o  t eachers .  

The matter of money, however, w a s  not  tbe only method by which o u t s i d e  

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  entered  l o c a l  conrrunities.  One of the  e a r l y  problems 

faced by the  f o l k  around Laha iev i l l e  provides an  example from t h e  e a r l y  

period of' s e t t l ement .  The settlers i n  the  L a h a i w i l l e  School D i s t r i c t  

. - 
Number 2637 

... were l a r g e l y  French Canadians, and wanted t o  
opera te  a  French language school .  However, t h e  
year a f t e r  the  school  opened [1914], new s e t t l e r s  ' 

a r r i v e d , a n d  were opposed t o  the  idea.  A t  t h e  
e l e c t i o n  f o r  t r u s t e e s ,  George .Cook r a n  a g a i n s t  
George Castonguay and won by one vo te .  A t  t,he 
time e l e c t i o n s  were conducted by publ ic  v o t i n g  
( t h e  v o t e r  wrote t h e  name of the  candidate  on 
t h e  b a l l o t  and signed i t ) .  M r .  Castonguay p ro tes ted  
the  e l e c t i o n ,  claiming one of  t h e  v o t e r s  being t h e  
common-law v i f e  of Pat  LaRocke, was i n e l i g i b l e .  
School Inspector  LeBlanc was sen t  by t h e  Depar 
of Education t o  s e t t l e  t h e  d i s p u t e ,  and d e c l a r  
e l e c t i o n  v a l i d .  The Board was given o r d e r s  t o  
conduct t h e  school according t o  the  rr iculum 
down by t h e  ~ e p a r t m e n t  of Education. t !! 

I t  is  c l e a r  from t h i s  example t h a t  o u t s i d e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  

s e e s  i t  a s  a duty t o  mediate unresolved i n t e r n a l  c o n f l i c t  i n  a  community. 

However, the  community l o s e s  a  p a r t  of i ts  in tegr i ty 'when  t h i s  happens, and 
L 

t h e  " th rea t "  of o u t s i d e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  in tervening i n  loc'al a f f a i r s  

/ 
must be understood a s  playing a r o l e  i n  t h e  development of he h s t o r i c  & t 
connnunity i n  nor theas t  Alber ta .  Clover and Wi Zd ~tmberrih -provides only 

the  example c i t e d  above where o u t s i d e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  was c a l l e d  

upon t o  stem the  t i d e  of na t ional ism.  

The school  popula t ion  was drawn from a four  square m i l e s  a r e a ,  and 
# 

they were c a l l e d  four  by four  schools  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  geographic a rea .  

These schools  focused the  &an of t h e  comnunity d e s p i t e  t h r e a t s  from o u t s i d e  

a u t h o r i t y .  As t h e  teacher  was the  cause of much cons te rna t ion  wi th  l o c a l  

school  board o f f i c i a l s ,  t h a t  same teacher  was f r equen t ly  t h e  organizing 



f o r c e  i n  the  c o ~ r m r n i t ~ .  For example, Wre. C. Day, who. taught  a t  Call ing" s I 

s 

Lake and Richmond Park i n  the  19301s, wrote t o  ber n i e c e  t h a t  
' 

our only organized school  s p o r t  ... w a s  s o f t b a l l .  
We usua l ly  put  on a c o n c e r t - o r  something t o  r a i s e  
money t o  buy ONE b a l l  a  year.  We heved our own 
ba te  out  of t h e  bush and beat  t h e  b a l l  t o  a  ms.h. 
But we would o h p l y  s t r i p  i t ,  wind s t r i n g ,  old 
c l o t h  s t r i p s ,  binder twine o r  most anything,  put  
the  cover back and s e t  i t  up again.  

I a l s o  had a  Sunday School [ a t  Richmond Park] -- 
up t o  72 people i n  i t ,  both c h i l d r e n  and a d u l t s .  
We would w r i t e  t h e  hymns on t h e  blackboard and pay 
f f d d l e  served $8 organ. For one year I had a  n i g h t  
school c ss of 32 a d u l t s  who were t r y i n g  t o  l e a r n  
Eqglish. i 8 

Hrs. Cromwell r e c a l l e d  one p a r t i c u l a r  element of success  that grew out  of 

t h e  Amber Valley School: 

The Good Community League was a  wonderful i d e a ,  
and i t  was success fu l .  That school  break i n  t h e  
winter  was a  good time t o  g e t  them going. The 
Good Coannunity League was one of t h e  main t h i n g s  
t h a t  helped t o  br ing  t h e  people together  a s  a  
community. We uaed t o  t ake  up h i s t o r y  and a c t i n g  
and so  on. I would prepare  f o r  d i scues ing  d i f f e r e n t  
c h a r a c t e r s  among t h e  coloured r a c e  who were outs tand-  
ing i n  Canada and t h e  United S t a t e s .  It was g e t t i n g  
them i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  own r a c e  t o  b r ing  t h a t  ou t .  17 

It was usua l ly  t h e  teacher  that served a s  c d t a l y s t  f o r  br inging s e r v i c e s  

t o  the  community. For example, a  pos t  o f f i c e  w a s  genera l ly  t h e  outgrowth of 

community ga the r ings  a t  t h e  school  s i t e  wi th  t h e  input  of t h e  teacher .  A t  - 
t h e s e  same sites came i d e a s  and no t ions  about pioneer c lubs ,  s o c i a l  c lubs ,  .I 

s p o r t s  c lubs ,  s ing ing  groups, and t h e  panoply of conmunity l i f e .  The groups 

and c lubs  became agen t s  f o r  t h e  k m n u n i t y  when vying a t h  o t h e r  communities 

f o r  r ecogn i t ion  and p r e s t i g e .  i 

The school  bu i ld ing  was u s u a l l y  the  f i r s t  p l ace  t h a t  w a s  used a s  a  

house of worship f o r  the  f a i t h f u l  i n  many commnit ies .  Frequently t h i s  

s i t u a t i o n  caused some s t r a i n e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  between those  who thought 



r e l i g i o n  and educa t ion  should be s e p a r a t e  enti t ies.  The achool  site, 
t 

n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  provided t h e  phye ica l  a r ena  vhe re  t h e  v a r i o u s  f a c  t i o n s  could  

f i g h t  t h e s e  i d e o l o g i c a l  and p o l i t i c a l  b a t t l e s .  
- I,, 

Th h i s t o r i c  community i n  n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a ,  then ,  can  be seen  a s  t h a t  3 
comnuni,dciy which w a s  s t r u c t u r e d  by t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  f o u r  by f o u r  school .  No 

connnunity, however, ~ o u l d  develop and p rospe r  on ideology a lone .  The next  

It 
s e c t i o n ,  work and residence, addres ses  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  how t h e  people of  

-1 

n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a  gained a l i v i n g  from t h i s  ba r r en  l and  t o  suppor t  t h e i r  

i d e o l o g i c a l  aims. I 
t 

Work and Residence (Pas t  and P r e s e n t )  

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  and p r e s e n t l y ,  n e a r l y  every able-bodied male worked 

away f rom the  farmstxad du r ing  some p o r t i o n  of t h e  yea r .  T h i s  t i m e  away 8 

from t h e  farm w a s  between fou r  and e i g h t  months of e a c h  year  ( s e e  Table 28) .  

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e s e  wage l a b o r  jobs  took men i n t o  Edmonton t o  work a t  

packing houses,  o r  i n t o  t h e e b u s h  t o  engage i n  logging  o p k r a t i d n ,  work on 

r a i lway  beds, and o t h e r  k inds  of j o b s  such as t h e  s e r v i c e  worker shown i n  

P l a t e  4 .  I n  o t h e r  words, men labored  a w a p  from t h e  founta inhead ,  and thk  
P 

women u s u a l l y  kept  t h e  farmstead o p e r a t i n g  a s  t hey  r a i s e d  t h e  c h i l d r e n .  

The c u r r e n t h i m e n s i o n  of wotk and r e s idence  has changed something. Th i s  

change has r e s u l t e d  from G r o ' v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  network i n  nor th-  

e a s t  A lbe r t a ,  i . e . ,  inen work f o r  lumbering o p e r a t i o n s  betweeh Qne and two 

hundred m i l e s  from home, but  t hey  u s u a l l y  r e t u r n  on weekends. The're a r e  a l s o  - 
more job  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  open f o r  wage e a r n e r s  c l o s e r  t o  home a s  dep ic t ed  i n  

P l a t e  5. Indeed, v i t h  t h e  development of t h e  Athabasca Tar Sands, g a s  

compressor s t a t i o n s  a r e  be ing  cons t ruc t ed  and 'ope ra t ed  i n  t h e  s t u d y  area. 

Klaus S c h e f f l e r  of t h e  

remarked t h a t  "no a b l e  

Alber ta  Department of S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a t  

bodied person who wanted t o  worktwas o u t  

Athabasca 

of [wage 



- Plate 4 .  This picture, taken in  the spring of 1913, o h m  J-8 

-Walter Gibson a t  work with an unidentified at ient  a t  the t 

R Royal Alexander Hospital i n  Edmonton. Nort east Alberta 
farmers work i n  various capadities duringthe winter - n t h .  
(This photograph is  from the col lect ion of Mrs. Leona Msby 
of Vancouver, British Columbia.) - 
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l abor ]  work who wanted t o  work i n  1976."18 This  romg employment - 
19  ' 

4 
according togsevera l  Athabascans, would continue w e l l  i n t o  the f u t u r e ,  

because p i p e l i n e  c o n s t r u c t i o q / t a r  sands dwelopment/gas compresoor opera t ions  - s 

were c r e a t i n g  demands f o r  s e r v i c e  se rv icds .  There a r e  some teasons  t o  be 

o p t i m i s t i c  about economic development i n  nor theas t  Alber ta ,  a t  l e a s t  * i n  t h e  
. . r, 

developing s e r v i c e  s e c t o r s .  

New motels  have been const ructed  a t  Athabasca and Boyle. Profess&onal  

s e r v i c e s  euch a s  v e t e r  F y * d i c i n e ,  genera l ly  unava i l ab le  p r i o r  t o  1973, 
/ + ,  

have become es tab l i shed .  i n  the  stvdy a rea .  The growing s e r v i c e s  a r e  p r imar i ly  

f o r  the ' townsfo lk  and t o u r i s t ,  but they provide jobs  f o r  anyone. 

The Tar has crea ted  a major r evo lu t ion  on the  land- 
I - -  

scape,  i . e . ,  more governmental i n t e r v e n t i o n  is  evident  from the  pace of r u r a l  . 

, e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n ,  the  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of telephone s e r v i c e ,  the  developing 

highways network, and, most impor tant ly ,  t h e  p ressures  t b t ,  have been brought 

t o  bear on landowners t o  pay t h e i r  t a x e s  o r  have t h e i r  land conf i sca ted .  

( 
The Tar Sands development has put pressure  on the  housing market,  which has . 

'i 
s t imula ted  the  cons t ruc t ion  indus t ry  i n  the  study a rea .  Hdwwer, with few 

s i t e s  on which t o  bu i ld ,  tHe people i n  the  cone t ruc t ion  i n d u s t r y  have foraed'  G 

- 
the  governmental o f f i c i a l s ,  i n  many ins tances ,  t o  fo l low t h e  d i c t a t e s  of t h e  

I > 
i 

law regarding the  t a x  recovery a c t .  
2 0 

The pressure  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  housing i n  nor theas t  Alber ta  has crea ted  . 

a boom market f o r  s e l l e r s .  Gary Berger sa id -  t h a t  t h e  reason why the  p ressures  

were being brought  t o  bear on t h e  ownership of land was t h a t  
, , 

... people who went t o  McHurray couldn ' t  f i n d  a 
p lace  t o  bu i ld  a house o r  couldn ' t  q f f o r d  t o  bui ld  I I 

a house [were] coming i n  here  and bhying a quar te r -  
1 

s e c t i o n  and moving t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  [ t o  tlie Athabasca- 
Boyle-Lac La Biche a r e a ]  -- going t o  ~ m r r a y  t o  work 

, I  

f o r  the  week and coming .back f o r  t h e i r  weekends. Therie' 
has been a f a i r  amount of t h i s  s i n c e  '75 .  21 

d 



T h e  pregsufe  f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  housing has a l s o  forced the r e a s s e s r e n t  6 i  : 
- 

p r o p e r t i e s ,  a t  l e a s t  i n  Athabasca County. Alan Hunter,  past-Secretary ~f 

t h e  Chamber of Commerce, s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Town was atkkmpting t o  expand eas t -  

ward; b i t  t h e  County was r e s i s t i n t  t o  t h a t  not ion  (because t h e  two govern- 
i 

ments do not  vbrk  w e l l  together  f o r  so lv ing mutual problems) ..' H e  suggested,  

howev.er, t h a t  p raper ty  va lues  were being assessed adequate ly , in  1976: 

~ k e s  jumped s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n  1976. .. k s t  df t h e  .. 
[Baptkse] Lake p r o p e r t i e s  were assessed t e n  t imes 
what people had paid  i n  '75 -- ten  t o  f i f t e e n  yea r s  
l a t e .  Town l o t s  i n  ~ t ' 6 a b a s c a  were going f o r  $1,100 

2 2 i n  1975, and those  ,same l o t s  we?e $7,500 i n  1976. 
0 . - 

Table 39, Occupied Dwellings by Tenure f o r  Athabasca and Lac La ~ i c h e , '  1 
a 

\ 

p r e s e n t s  t h e  p i c t u r e  of housing p r i o r  t o  the  rapid  expansion and developm&t 

k of the  Tar Sands. 

Work',and res idence ,  then ,  have never been s t a t i c  i n  t h e  s tudy a rea .  The 
. \  + 

changes tha\ have been o c c u r r i n g  s i n c e  1973, however, e r e  much more q u b -  

1, C 

stant3al tha  any-other  time i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  a r e a  - includfng-World 
. , 

War 11.. The of work and res idence  have s h i f t e d  i n  t h a t  farmers ' . . 

no longer f o r  long per iods  t o  engage i n  occupations 

\ 
< 

beyond farming. The wage labor  is  w h a t  kept t h e  n o r t h e a s t  Alber ta  farmers 

focused on t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  c o m u n i t i e s ,  and i t  has kept t h e  tnarginal ly 

a; a g r i c u l t u r a l  envi ro  e n t  : in *exis tence .  This  d i scuss ion  sugges t s  that p a r t -  

time f a r m i n g  is  a v i a b l e  way of l i f e  f o r  ;he nor theas t  Alber ta  f o l k  and one 

t h a t  provides more than a s a t i s f a c t o r y  l ive l ihood .  

Another i d e o l o g i c a l  a spec t  of ex i s t ence  that has supported t h e  h $ s t o r i c  
-a 

no t ion  of e k u n i t y  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  i s  r e l i g i o n .  Northeast Alber ta  l i e s  

i n  t h e  @per reaches  of t h e  ~ a n a d i a n  "Bible Bel t  , I '  and t h a t  f a c t o i  has  t o  
I 

some degree i n • ’  luenced the  cu r ren t  'dimensions of the  h i s t o r i e  comnunity. 
4 

* 





~ h u r c h k s  and Rel ig ion 

Walter B. Rogers has suggested t h a t  r e l i g i o n  I d s  a c e n t r a l  p lace  in  "S 
* 

developing regions ,  and t h a t  no i n s t i t u t i o n ;  beyond t h e  church,  i e  a s  w e l l -  

f i t t e d  t o  expla in  t h e  meaning of l i f e  and t o  d i r e c t  t h e  motives of t h e  

He suggested i n  a l a t e r  s tudy,  however, t h a t  one of t h e  pr.oblems 

assoc ia ted  t d t h  t h e  r u r a l  church was overchurching -- t oo  many churches f o r  

24 
too  few people. H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  were more church congregat ions  than 

t h e r e  were schools  i n  nor theas t  Alberta.  As congregations developed the 

funds,  they b u i l t  t h e i r  own houses f o r  holding worship se rv ice .  Consequently, 

overchurching is  a r e a l i t y  i n  t h e  s tudy a rea .  P l a t e s  6 and 7 a r e  examples 

of churches where w o r s h i p  s e r v i c e s  a r e  r a r e  o r  non-existent .  

Rogers found t h a t  t h e  r u r a l  church and i t s  members i n  Canada had 

s i m i l a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  t ~ t h o s e  found i n  t h e  United S t a t e s .  These a r e  
\ 

b r i e f l y  summarized wi th  n ine  po in t s :  
' 

1. ~ d m e n  g e n e r a l l y  show more a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  r u r a l  church, 
both by 8 

* 
more connnon among o l d e r  

% .  *' 0 

i 
3. Geographical f a c t o r s  and p lace  o i  res idence  af f e c t  church membership. 

I 
4. P a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  r u r a l  church is  r e l a t e d  t o  l eng th  of res idence  

i n  a p a r t i c u l a r  conrmuwty. 
i 
! 

. 
5. In  genera l ,  farm ownership is  more favorably  assoc ia ted  wi th  church  

membership 'than farm renancy . 
6. Persons w i  h higher incomescand higher c l a s s  s t a t u s  show a more G i 

a c t i v e  i n t e r e s t  i n  he r u r a l  church than persons wi th  lower incomes,and lower - i 

c l a s s \  s t a t u s .  
1 
4 - 

7 .  In  t h e  l o c a l  community, persons  belonging t o  t h e  dominant ethnic'  . 

group p a r t i c i p a t p  morg i n  church a c t i v i t i e s  than ~ e r s h s  from minor i ty  g50ups. - 
I 

r t 8. Church membefs i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  u s u a l l y  have more formal educat ion  3 f i  5 
than do mmagmbers. 9 

9. AS a r u l e ,  % p e r s o n s  who p a r t i c i ~ a t e  ins r u r a l  church a c t i x i e s  a l s o  

e - 25 p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  o t h e r  .cpnq~unity a c t i v i t  leer and orgari izat ions.  , 



P l a t e  6. This panoramic view of Donatvi l le  ehowa an 
abandoned Cathol ic  Church on t h e  e a ~ t  s i d e  - of t h e  highway, a  s i g n  which reads  DonatviZZe, 

# and a  bu i ld ing  on the  w e s t  s i d e  of the  highway 
4 t h a t  i s  a  home, genera l  s t o r e ,  and post  o f f i c e .  

(This photograph was taken by t h e  au thor  i n  

t 
August, 1973.) 



-, .+-*- 
0 -* . - 

P l a t e  7, This p i c t u r e  is of t h e  Nondenminatipnrl  
Church a t  Amber vallLy. Church servicih : - c. 

- - 
were rare between 1965 and 1974. It s ' eped  
p r imar i ly  a s  a d i c e  t o  g a t h e r  f o r  s p e a a l  
"homecomings, " f bnera l s  , and weddings. , . & >  

I Since 01975,. t h e  infrequen church *ices . 
I 

a r e  held i n  t h e  Amber Y s l  ey Comudlep Centre. 
3 # - (This photograph was taken by t h e  author  i n  

7 * 
Ju ly ,  1970.) ^ . I 

- 9  



e s .  Pirby, a former res ident  near Athabasca, believes tht cbtrch w- 
\ 

sh ip  bas nothing t o  do y i t b  fellgF00. Sbe said that btcrnca 1910 sad 

1935 that wst'of tbe  settlers 
a .  

u ? 

.. . didn ' t  do-any "driPLriaga a t  a l l  in tbow days. 
I f  you were caught dr-, you w u l d  bave been- 
considered a very byi perm. I b q  were jus t  God- 
fear ing people. They l ived tbeir Cbr t s t i sn i ty ,  
tbey dibo' t  t a l k  it. lbey l ived it! Everybody 
shared. I f  you rrtated a bouse b u i l t ,  everybody 
wat and helped eacb oat- tbat vay. A bog o r  steer 
tba t  vu Ullsd io tbe -the was sbared vith I 

every ~ ~ i g b b o u s  accur&iog t o  t b e  s l z e  of the  fah i ly .  
I have rw, regrets in sharing v i t b  o tbe r s  because I 
think t h a t ' s  tbe way Cbd vaats w t o  l i ve .  Wu can 
we s e p e  GXI ~ i t h o ~ t  serving -ity?26 

Re1igion.h m r t b e a s t  Alberta has been a d  remaips b r e  of an arbitioru 

claim tbstn a f o r r a l  f a c t  as -red by dm goes t o  chrrch a d  tbose vbo do * 
1 ~t g o  to  church. P e l i g h  and churcbgooing frequently s t ra iocd r e l t i o a s h l p s  -- J 

in - of tbe C-lties in tbe  study area,  i .e . ,  the f a i t h f u l  sometires - 
> 

f d  themselves at' odds v i t b  tbose v b  wrshipped d i f f e r en t ly .  Evangelical 

dogra t t ra  w a s  responsible for vide d i f f e r e sces  in tbe kber v d l e y  co&nity 

A- dt f ie rences  t h a t  deve lopd  In the  1930's a d  continue i n t o  the l a t e  1970's. - 
3 

Erccrpte from a l e t t e r  are ins t ruc t ive :  
% 

. .. a s  we a r e  teachers,  ue mst & found taking ah 
ac t ive  par chrrch vork. Ye  were p l e a d  t o  do 

a t h i s  and f + r a r of years both )tr. C r o m u e l l  
and ry se l f  -re teacbers'ia tbe S;unbay school. All 
went oa qui te  w e l l  u n t i l  t h y  began t o  b r c e  t b e i r  
metbod of worship -- shouting, throvFng themselves 
bn tbe f loo r ,  and ge l l i ng  a t  tbe  top of t&ir voices. 
The o m s  vbo yelled tbe loudest and prayed t'be hardest 
could usually do the' reansst thbngs, ma w just gently 
and s i l e n t l y  drev out and do our uorehipping a t  hcme . . . 
So I suppose we a r e  classed a s  s ln~ers . "27  '$ - 

Churchgoing bas taken on urban charac ta r i s t ics .  Many permom f r a  the 
Y 

wre ru ra l  a reas  congregate i n  Atbabasca, Boyle, Grassland, Lac La Bicbe, and 

even -ton. Cburcb servtces a t  a place l i k e  tha t  s h  i n  P la te  7 a r e  

usual1 y reserved for  t bose tires vbeo t bere' a r e  "bmecomings. " They give 



s p e c k 1  meaning t o  t b e  developing f o l k l o r e  about what t h  h i s t o r i c  -1ty 
t 

was. ? .  . 

4 

Church groups u s u a l l y  v ied  v i t h  educat ional  .groups in t h e  four  by f q t r  

c-ities f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  social- type c lubs .  Tbe church groups, houever 
, 2  

u s u a l l y  focused t b e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  around "Ladies ald missionary" and '"seviag" 

clubs .  As populat ion d e c l i n e s  in many of the  c m i t i e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  some 

o v e r t u r e s  t o  join v g e t b e r  v i t h  o t h e r  wall c e n t r e s  t o  s o c i a l i z e  a d  remtniece 

as wll  as provide s p f r i t u a l  comfkrt f o r  the  ill, aged, and confined. The 
t 

c o m b i d  groups f r m  Amber Va'lley, Paxeon, . a d  Grassland a r e  a case  i n  po in t .  

ke l ig ion  cont inues  t o  be s t rong  and deeply rooted in the psyches of the  

people of nor theas t  Alber ta  i n  s p i t e  of t h e i r  chainging p a t t e r n  of churcb- 

going. I n  genera l ,  r e l i g i o n  has been s t ronger  than t h e  scboo l s ,  but it has 

not  had the c e n t r a l i z e d  focus  t h a t  t h e  schools  provided.  This  f r a p e n t a t i o n  

of the f a i t k f u l ,  of course,  st- from Ftre vary ing .na tu re  of the  types  of 

m r s h i p  i n  vhich the  varying congregations engaged. 

In a d d i t i o n  t o  t.be cha rac te r  of the  p e q - l e ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c  coapunlty is 

the  cha rac te r  of p laces .  Figure 4 sugges t s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  p l a c e s  &I oorth-  

east Alber ta  v i t h  real c h a r a c t e r .  While t h i s  i s  t r u e  in scme cases ,  i n  

o t h e r s  i t  is no more than a memory - s o r e t b e e  not even t h a t ,  a s  i n . t h e  case  

of Kinikin ik .  The f o l l o v i n g  s e c t i o n  p resen t s  a b r i e f  photo essay regarding 

some of those p laces .  
- 

The H i s t o r i c  CoParnity a s  Places  . 
While the  t o m s  and v i l l a g e s  of nor theas t  Alberta a r e  t h r i v i n g  entities, 

nany h i s t o r i c  c m n i t y  p laces  have a l l  but disappeared.  S o w  a r e  go- 

e n t i r e l y .  '&ity were n t m s l o n s  of ideas  a d  i d e a l s  t h a t  were 

developed by people-. This  s e c t i o n  looks i n t o  some of those  p laces .  



P l a t e  8 sbovs the focus pf h i s t o r i c  p e r k p a l e .  While this place is i 

s l i g h t l y  o u t s i d e  t h e  boundaries of t h e  s t u d y  area, it a d e q u a t e l y  represents, 
t 

t h e  f a t e  of  many l i k e  c o ~ a m i t i e s .  One of t h e  r e a s o n s  fo; the d e c l i n e  o f  

p l a c e s  i6  many h i s t b r i c  c o p e u n i t l e e ,  a s l d e  from s c h o o l  c e n t r a l i z a t l o n ; , v a s  
- v 

f 
t h e  c l o s u r e  of  more t h a n  5,000 p o s t  o f f  i c e s  in iA. lber ta  d u r i n g  1965. 'The 

+ 
g e n e r a l  s t o r e  was a l s o  v h e r e  t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e s  were  housed, and t h e  p o s t  o f f i c e  

I 

made i t  p o s s i b l e ,  v e r y  o f t e n ,  f o r  t h e  merchan t  t o  make a go o f  i t .  

The e s s e n c e  of G o u r i n ,  as a  p l a c e ,  i s  c a p t u r e d  i n  P>te 9 .  The s p i r i t  

of tne p l a c e  i s  tk g e n e r a l i z e d  a r e a  t h a t  i s  nov f o c u s e d  on t h e  memorial. With  
- 

only a  marker i n d i c a t i n g  i t s  fo rmer  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  w d e r  t h a t  

p e r s o n s  in n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a ,  w i t h i n  f i  m i l e s  of t h e  m m r i a l ,  know n o t h i n g  

of G o u r i n ' s  p a s t .  
W 
\ 

b Z  

P l a t e  10, lik P l a t e  8, shows t h e  gbandoned s t o r , e ,  p o s t  o f f i c e ,  
i, la 
, - 

- .. 
g%rage,  and g a s  s t a t i o n .  T h i s  i s  b u t  a  r eminder  o f  h i s t o r i c  Paxson.  I t  

shou ld  be p o i n t e d  o u t  that t h e r e  i s  n e i t h e r  m e s o r i a l  n o r  s i g n  t o  in fo rm t h e  
3 

v i s i t o r  a s  tc. v h a t  t h i s  abandoned b u i l d i o g  r e p r e s e n i s  f o r  a n ) h i s t o r i c  ii 

5 
ccnmmnity. ( T h e  w i n  b u i l d i n g  i n  P l a t e  10 is covered  y i t h  i m i t a t i o n  b r i c k ) .  ii 

d 
The b u i l d i n g  t h a t  i s  b e i n g  d e s t r o y e d  i n  P l a t e  11 r e p r e s e n t s  an  anomaly.  

( .  

B u i l d i n g s  i n  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a  a r e  u s u a l l y  s o l d  o r  t h e y  a r e  " a c c i d e n t a l l y "  

burned .  The b u i l d i n g  o n c e  s t o o d  as a  proud r e w e a t i o n  h a l l  f o r  t h e  G r a s s l a n d  

f o l k .  -. 

P l a t e  1 2 ,  shov ing  t h o  f o c u s  of t h e  con tempora ry  c o l u n i t y ,  s h o u l d , k  

compared w i t h  P l a t e  7 ,  v h i c h  s h o v s  a  s u r v i v i n g  b u i l d i n g  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c  

P 

community. The h i s t o r i c  colnrrunity is b e i n g  wedded t o  t h e  con tempora ry  
1 

comrmnity ( s e e  Appendix F)  a s  a  r e s u l t  of c-nity s p i r i t  and t o  e s t a b l i s h  

a  p a s t  t o  be acknovledged by t h e  o u t s i d e  world a s  shown i n  P l a t e  3 .  





P l a t e  9 .  This  memorial r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s m  t o t a l  u f  Gourin a s  a p l a c e  
w i t h  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The memorial reads:  EN 
MEWIRE DES P I O M E R S  POIIRDAEURS DE WURIh' 7,924. The 
f a n f l y  names on t h i s  a e a r l a l  a r e  U l l i a c .  Duigou. Gcsperec.  
and LeRouzic. ( T h i s  photograph was taken by t h e  author i n  
August o f  1 9 7 5 . )  
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The preceding  p l a t e s  a r e  bu t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  what t h e  h i s t o r i c  

? 
communities as p h y s i c a l  p l a c e s  were and a r e .  The p i k t u r e s  show t h a t  each  

" % 

c ~ u n i t y ,  wh i l e  ii had (ans"3as) i t s  owh p e r s o n a l i t y  as a  dynamic e n t i t y ,  . ,  
L 

w a s  ,(and i s )  conta ined  i n  a  web of interdependence w i t h  o t h e r  conmuni t ies  f o r  + 
s u r v i v a l .  As  t h e  f o c a l  po&s f o r  l o c a l  conmuni t ies  d i sappeared  from the-  

scene ,  t h e r e  was a  cor responding  r i s e  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  t h e  town of 

Athabasca and ,Lac La Biche came t o  s e rve .  Much of t h e  r i s e : i n  t h e  towns as 

f o c a l  a r e a s  began a f t e r  $971, when t h e  Alber Government c?eated va ry ing  'L 
k inds  of d i s t r i c t  k f f i c e s  i t  t h e s e  l o c a t i o n s .  S ince  they  a r e  important  i n  an  \, 
assessment  of t h e  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a  c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e  next  s e c t i o n  examines some 

of t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  f o ~  an unders tanding  of comnunity. 

Athabasca and Lac La Biche a s  Foca l  Cen t r e s  

Athabasca and Lac La Biche a r e  much f a r t h e r  a p a r t ,  i d e o l o g i c a l l y ,  than  

the  d i s t a n c e  of s i x t y  m i l e s  would have one s u s p e c t .  T h e i r  h i s t o r i e s ,  of 

cou r se ,  a r e  d i f f e r e n t .  The more o r  l e s s  Anglo-Saxon mode of e x i s t e n c e  has 

p reva i l ed  a t  Athabasca, and t h e  more o r  l e s s  French-inf luenced way of l i f e  

has  e x i s t e d  a t  Lac La Biche. U n t i l  t h e  opening of t h e  paved highway number , 

664 between Athabasca and D o n a t v i l l e ,  each town was more a c c e s s i b l e  t o  

Edmonton than  t o  t h e  o t h e r .  Consequently,  l i t t l e  commerce o r  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  

have e x i s t e d  between t h e -  two c e n t r e s .  

Athabasca i s  t h e  o l d e r  of t h e  two s i t e s  f o r  commercial e n t e r p r i s e .  I t  

was e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  t r a d i n g  c e n t r e  by the  ~ u d s o n ' s  Bay Company i n  1848 -- 

f i v e  y e a r s  be fo re  t h e  e s t ab l i shmen t  of Mission Lac La Biche i n  1853. P l a t e  

1 3  shows Athabasca a t  ~ i v e r ' s  bend no r thva rd ,  and a  P l a t e  of Lac La Biche 

was not a t tempted because t h e  town's s e t t l e m e n t s  a r e  t o  y i k l e l y  d i s p e r s e d  
f 

a long t h e  l a k e  margins -- cover ing  more than 200 mi les !  - 

Each town has  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  encouraging p a r t i c i p a t i o n  





from t h e  wider reg ion .  While t h e  Chamber of Conrnerce i n  Atha s c a  says t h a t  + - 
t h e  town s e r v e s  a l l  cornnunities n o r t h  of t h e  River, the Lac La B i c b  s e r v i c e  

0 
- 

a r e a  i n  1973 w a s  5,000 squa re  m i l e s  s e r v i n g  10,000 people.  One of t he 'ma in  

'3%' f e a t u r e s  of ' each .  town,& the 'number of  churches.  e r e  a r e  e i g h t  i n  Lac I+ 
0 - ,. - 

. %  Biche (Roman c a t h o l i c ,  ~ k r a - i n i a n  Greek Orthodox, ~ e n t e c b s t a l  ~ s s t h b l i e s  o f  
. 

b w .  A 
Canada, United Church of Canada ,' Evangel ica l   re& Ghurch, Anglican,_ Greek 

Orthodox, Canadian Muslim Mosque), and n i n e  i n  At'habasca (Anglican,  

ApoStol ic ,  Gre* Orthodox, Lutheran Services, Missionary Church, Roman 

C a t h o l i c ,  Ukrainian C a t h o l i c ,  United Church of Canada, Kingdom H a l l ) .  ,. 
/ 

Connnerce, h i s t o r i c a l l y  gea r -~d  toward t h e  f o l k  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  is now 

being d i r e c t e d  toward t h e  t o u r i s t  a s  manufactur ing i n d u s t r i e s ' c ~ n t i n u e  t o  

l o c a t e  elsewhere.  Regular ly  scheduled a i r ,  bus,  and t r a i n  s e r v i c e s  a r e  

a v a i l a b l e  a t  each l o c a t i o n .  

One of t he  major s o c i a l  problems f a c i n g  conrmunities, a lways a  f a c t o r  

i n  the succes s  o r  f a i l u . r e  of i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  is  crime. Some of t h e  f o l k  who 

l i v e d  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  r u r a l  c m u n i t i e s  informed t h i s  au tho r  t h a t  crime was 

n e a r l y  non-exis tent  when t h e  schoo l  w a s  t h e  major i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h e  

community. That s i t u a t i o n  has  'changed w i t h  t h e  contempo;aty scene.  Table 

40, ~ i ~ ~ r e  47, and Table  41 p r e s e n t  d a t a  t h a t  a r e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  he 

preva i l ing 'modes  of c r i m i n a l  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  towns and d i s t r i c t s  of thk  s tudy  
4 

a r e a .  I n t e r e s t i n g  comparisons can  be drawn from t h e s e  d a t a .  Note btie 
4 

r o n t r a s t s  between r u r a l  and munic ipa l  compla in ts  b e t i e e n  F igure  47 and Table 

41. The l e a d i n g  ca t egory  of cr ime i n  t h e  Lac La Biche d i s t r i c t  is  a s s a u l t , '  

which i s  more than  double t h a t  of any o t h e r  ca t egory ,  r u r a l  o r  munic ipa l .  

The Lac La Biche R W  r epor t ed  194 a s s a u l t s  f o r  1974, and t h i s  no doubt stems 

/ 

from t h e  con t inu ing  s o c i a l  i s o l a t i o n  experienced by t h e  Met i s  who ' a r e  not  

wh i t e ,  no t  Nat ive Ind ian ,  and non-persons i n  t h e  Dictionary of the  Canudian 



, i . . . . k . ,.:-. 
. '. Table  40. ~ t L b a s c a  Crime Sta.t*tics* - - 

t - 4 - 

0 .  
1975176, April.,- March 31, Ar-sts: 

/ w i t h  Warrant =' 11 
k .  = 

. i- x \ Without Warrant,  Surmqary Offences = 63 
Without Warrant,  I n d i c t a b l e  Offences = 56 

r 

1976177, .fiflil 1 - March 31, Arrests: 
With Warrant = 6 
Without Warrant,  s-ary Offences = 28 

- Without Warrant,  I n d i c t a b l e  Offences = 9  

O i  f  enc e' r. January  1 - December 3 1  January 1 - J u l y  22 
1975 1976 

0  a 1 (a t tempt  
P.O.) 

6 * 4 

a c t u a l  

Sexual Offences 
a c t u a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  

Assau l t s  
a c t u a l  - 
a s s i s t a n c e  

Robbery 
a c t u a l  . , 0  
a s s i s t a n c e  Q 3  

Break and Enter  
a c t u a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  

i Motor Vehicle  The f t  . actu 'a l  - '  
a s s i s t a n $ e  

Thef t  Otrer $200 
, a c t u a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  

T h e f t  Under $200 
a c t u a l  
q s s J s t a n c e  

Frauds 
* % 

a c t u a l  23. 13  = 
a s s i s t a n c e  8 2  

impaired Driving 
a c t u a l  5 7 19  
a s s i e t a n c e  1 1 

,*Source:  Dave Wenger, R.C.M.P., ~ f f i c ! ~ t h a b a s c a ,  J u l y  22, 1976. 

1 







%mw. The r a j o r  t a t e g o r y  of c r i r e  r e p ' r t e d  by the Athabasca RQlP in 

1 9 7 5 ,  oa the o t h e r  hand, was " t h e f t  d c r  $200.00." It is clear thkt t b e  

l o c h e s  v i t h i n  t b e  r e g i o n  a r e  o o t  uniform. 
- 

l-bese d a t b ' s t e r  from one of t h e  p r h i p - y  f & c t ~ o ~ s  of tbe towns, which 

is t o  c o l l e c t ,  c o l l a t e ,  and d i s t r i b u t e  FnforpatFon t o  t h e  Provinctal and 

Federa l  Cove--. T a b k s  42 and 43 a r e  i l l u s t r a t i v e :  t bey  p r e s e n t  
a .+I 
e 

r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of popu la t ion  by mther tongue i n  less than  
PXf, . P I 

B 
e n i n g f u l  c a t e g o r i e s ,  b u t   able 4 4 ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, p r e s e n t s  e t h n i c  

. d i s t r i b u t i o n  Fn more meaningful t h a t  a r e  r e f l e c t i v e  of the s tudy  

a r e a ,  except  i n  t h e  c a s e  of " B r i t i s h  Isles." This excep t ion  could p re sen t  . - 
some fo-able problem3 t o  t h e  r e s e a r c h e r  a t t e a p t h g  t o  u n d e r s t a d  vhat 

B r i t i s h  I s l e s  e t h n J c i t y  is. The names of Af roase r i cans ,  A u s t r a l i a n s ,  
f 

2 

many ~ a r a d i a g d ,  and Yest I n d i a n s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  s b  under t h i s  c a t e g o r i z -  

a t  i o n .  
d ,  

' *  $ 

The t-s of  kthab:sca and Lac Biche, o e v e r t w s & p e r v e  p r i m a r i l y  
H 

G 
a s  b u r e a u c r a t i c  o u t p o s t s  f o r  t h e  P r w f n c l a l  Government a t  E d ~ o n t o n .  S e i t h e r  

p l ace  hae t he  h F s t u r i c  c h a r a c t e r  t b a t , i t  r e t a 1 n e d ) n t i l  1971. S ince  t h a t  

t h e ,  each town has b e c o w  less of a  g a t h e r i n g ~ l a c e  t h a t  suppor t s  t h e  

i 
i d e a l s  of t h e  r u r a l  l i f e s t y l e ,  and more of a  l o c a t b n  where s e r v i c e s  a r e  

rendered intpersonal ly.  Nei ther  Athaba a  nor Lac La Biche; hauever ,  vill 'Y 
be t h e  primary s e r v i c e  c e n t r e  f o r  n o r t 4 s t  A lbe r t a  by 1990. S 

- .  . . 
?G > ~ E Z C I I : Z ,  t h e  V i l l a g e  of Boyle w i l l  be t h e  s t a r  of n o r t h e a s t  Alber ta .  

I t  stand6 a t  t h e  c e n t r e  of c o ~ b u n i c a t h n a ,  hlghrsay and r a i lway ,  between \ 

\ 

J3h&on a d  H e f i r r a y  ( s e e  F igure  , l 7 ) ,  and i t  wi l l .  become t h e  major urban 
F 

I 

f o c a l  p o i n t .  Uhi le  t h e  s t a r  of Boyle is r i s i n g ,  k h a b a s c a  vill r-In t h e  

" land  of t he  whisper ing  h i l l s "  ( s ee  P l a t e  l h ) ,  a rd  i t s  c f t i z e n s  vill 
._--- 



u r c e :  S t a t l a t i c r  C . a d a .  P o p u l a t l m :  S p e c i f i e d  k c h e r  T o a ~ u e s  for  Crasw 
s i m m  aod S u b d l v l s l o ~ .  Spec ia l  B ~ l l e t l n  1971 hnrum of Canada. 

32-773 (Sp-3) Ikcabcr  1972 .  p .  1-1 .  
I 

Table 4 3 .  HMERICAL and PEXEWTAcE DISrPIBvlICN of the  POP1IUTIOS by )(OTFIEP 7ORC;I.T 
, In 1- D I S R I C l  WLMBER 18 a d  A W C A  m E 8  12. 1971* 

~ t . t i . t i c 8  Cllud., t o p o l a t i o a :  S p e c l @ d  I b t h r  1-w f o r  Cenau M v b i o r u  
and &rWlvi. ioru.  S p e c i a l  ) o l l e t l a  1971 Camw of h a d a ,  C. ta lo sue  92-773 (Sp-'3) - 
Du& 1973,  pp. 2-85 .od 2-86. 
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c o n t l n u e  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  vhat the t o v n  c o u l d  have been d u r i n g  the e a r l y  p a r t  

o f  t h i s  c e n t u r y .  They w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  n u r t u r e  i l l u s i o n s  of g r a n d e u r .  
4 

--* 4 
Lac La Biche,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, w i l l  i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n  as more 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s e r v i c e s  a r e  d i s t r i b u t e d  from t h e  town. I t  w i l l ,  however, 

remain e s s e n t i a l l y  a  f r o n t i e r  o u t p o s t  -- a  p l a c e  v h e r e  N a t i v e  P e o p l e s ,  

/ 
Metis, and t h e  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s  o f  " w h i t e t i ' w i l l  i n t e r f a c e  s u p e r f i c i a l l y .  

One c a n n o t  c o n c l u d e  a  d i s c u s s i o n  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t  i n  w e s t e r n  

< Canada v i t h o u t  acknowledging r a i l w a y s  'as i n s t  i t u t  i o n s ,  because  t h e y  d i d ,  i n  

some n o n - q u a n t i f i a b l e  way, have s o m e  i n f l u e n c e  on sbme s e t t l e r s .  A t  

Athabasca ,  t h e  b e l i e f  that t h e  tovn  sat a t  t h e  c r o s s r o a d s  o f  t h e  P r o v i n c e  

i n f l u e n c e d  n o t i o n s  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  c q e r c e  and i n d u s t r y  and copmerce.  I t  i s ,  

t - h e r e f o r e ,  somewhat i r o n i c a l  t h a t  o n l y  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  r a i l w a y  s i t u a t e d  

a t  Athabasca  i s  prof  i t a b l e  f o r  t h e  CHR n o r t h  of M o r i n v i l l e ,  and i t  is  o n l y  

a  m a t t e r  o f  t ime  b e f o r e  that s e r v i c e  is d i s c o n t i n u e d .  Produce and l i v e -  

s t o c k  w i l l  be t r u c k e d  t o  Boyle ,  and T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  A l b e r t a  w i l l  b u i l d  b e t t e r  

a 
highways t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  w e i g h t s .  Boyle w i l l  b e n e f i t  from t h e  

4 
added tonnage  that w i l l  be hau led  on t h e  NAR t r a c k s .  A s  t h e  "Tar Sands" \ 

d e v e l o p ,  more tonnage  w i l l  be hau led  by Northern A l b e r t a  Rai lways.  

DISaSSION 

The i c s  of t h e  towns and v i l l a g e s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  

a r e  i n d i c a t i v e  of t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  conmunity i n  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a  -- 
* 

change.  S i x t y - f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  a g r i c u  t u r a l  s e t t l e r s  preempted t 
l a n d  i n  t h e  s t u d y  area, n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a  remained a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  m a r g i n a l .  

I n  f a c t ,  t h e s e  f a r m e r s  were more a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  m a r g i n a l  i n  1975 t h a n  t h e y  

were i n  1915. The S o c i o - c u l t u r a l  s i t u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  have 

s u p p o r t e d  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  r e g i o n ' s  f r o n t i e r  c h a r a c t e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  



h i s t o r i c  communities yhereby f a rmer s  spen t  and spend a c e r t a i n  p o r t i o n  

of the, y e a r  engaged i n  wage l a b o r  occupa t ion  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  farm h a b i t s .  

Many pe r sons  i n t e rv i ewed  * in  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  sugges ted  t h a t  i t  was t h e  l i f e -  

s t y l e  t h a t  was a p p e a l i n g  t o  them r a t h e r  t han  g e t t i n g  ahead economical ly .  

Th i s  expressed  a t t i t u d e  was n o t  among t h o s e  i n  t h e  geographic  l i t e r a t u r e  
r 

r e l a t i n g  t o  succes s  c r i t e r i a  f o r  f r o n t $ e r  s e t t l e r s .  There a p p e a r s  t o  be ,  

however, a c e r t a i n  l a v l e s s n e s s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  concept  of s u s t a i n i n g  

a l i f e s t y l e  when t h e s e  same f o l k  r e fused  t o  pay t a x e s  t o  s u p p o r t  the i - r  

major i n s t i t u t i o n .  Alas! 

Community, a s  w i t h  s e q u e n t i a l  s e t t l e m e n t ,  has  changed w i t h  t ime.  

The g r e a t e s t  changes i n  n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a  have been t a k i n g  p l a c e  s i n c e  

1971, and they  wafe a c c e l e r a t e d  a f t e r  1973. Colmrmnity i n  t h e  s tudy  a r e a  

i s  a s  much an i d e a  a s  a p h y s i c a l  r e a l i t y  -- h i s t o r i c a l l y  and c u r r e n t l y .  

That is ,  cunsuunity changes w i t h  t h e  person t o  whom you a r e  t a l k i n g  a t  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  t ime of t h e  day o r  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  season  of t h e  y e a r .  

The school  remains t h e  focus  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  community, neve r the -  

l e s s ,  and i n  many i n s t a n c e s  has reached t h e  s t a t u r e  of l egend .  Work and 

r e s i d e n c e ,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand, a r e  not  c l e a r - c u t ,  and no e t h n i c  group was 

found t o  work e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  urban a r e a s  whi le  o t h e r s  worked i n  t h e  bush. 

Residence i n  t h e  a r e a  f o r  males  has  involved ,  and c o n t i n u e s  t o  some e x t e n t ,  

a t  l e a s t  two o r  more each yea r .  

Churchgoing and r e l i g i o n  a r e  a s  complex a s  work and r e s i d e n c e ,  but  no 

community was wi thout  e i t h e r .  There were, i n  f a c t ,  t oo  many congrega t ions  

t o  suppor t  t h e  formal  churches  t h a t  were e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and churchgoing i n  

many a r e a s  has ceased ( s e e  P l a t e  1 5 ) .  What t h i s  r e a l l y  means i s  t h a t  

people  congrega t e  over  g r e a t e r  d i s t a n c e s  i n  a c e n t r a l i z e d  l o c a t i o n  such a s  

Athabasca,  Lac La Biche, o r  even Edmonton. The photo e s say  s u g g e s t s  that 



Plate 15. The abandoned Catholic Church a t  Donatvil le .  
I )  Rumours" suggest that the church's 
abandonment resulted fr6m the d i f f i c u l t i e s  
between the French Parishioners and the I r i s h  
Catholic Priest  from Boyle. , (This  photograph 
was taken by the author on 9 Sep 78 . )  



community a s  p lace  is, i n  a t  l e a s t  two i n s t a n c e s  -- Amber valley and 

Plamondon, also'dynamic while o t h e r  p laces  repose or-make o t h e r  changes. 

i This  chap te r ,  then,  has shown t h a t  no t ions  such a s  cornuni ty  

i n t e g r i t y ,  independence, genera t iona l  l inkages  o r  c u l t u r a l  con t inua t ion ,  

and l i k e  ideas  a r e  important t o  the  f o l k  i n  determining t h e i r  success  

c r i t e r i a .  The soc io -cu l tu ra l  s i t u a t i o n s  in.  t h e  s tudy a r e a  a r e  not  un l ike  

c u l t u r a l  exchanges e l sevhere  a s  t h i s  region is i n e x t r i c a b l y  l inked wi th  the  
'* 

o t h e r  f i b e r s  of t h e  Canadian nat ion .  Why many choose t o  remain i n  

marginal ly  preduct ive  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s  has much t o  do wi th  what i s  

thought of a s  freedom of choice  i n - s t r u c t u r i n g  their own l i v e s  2 
In  a  s u d y  of farm f a m i l i e s  around Bonnyville,  some "... f a m i l i e s  

f e l t  trapped and res igned themselves t o  a  subs i s t ence  ex i s t ence .  "** m i l e  

trapped might well  be the  r e a l  reason why many persons remain i n  farming 

behind the  facade of independence, not  one farmer who was 

the  s tudy a r e a  ind ica ted  a  wi l l ingness  t o  l eave  the  farm. 

l e a s t  t en  of them had l i v e d  and wr$ad-varying amounts of 
I 

p laces  a s  Winnipeg, Edmonton, Calgdry, and Vancouver. A t  
b 

interviewed i n  

Indeed, a t  

time i n  such 

l e a s t  one woman 

decided t o  r e t u r n  t o  farming a f t e r  w r k i n g  f o r  twenty yea r s  a s  a  s t o r e  

c l e r k  i n  Winnipeg. 

Nevertheless,  a s  t h e  c o s t s  f o r  production continue t o  inc rease ,  farmers 
I 

v i l l  be forced t o  t u r n  t o  ' a g r i c u l t u r a l l y  productive p u r s u i t s .  The r e s u l t  

of neg lec t ing  t o  ge t  the  most from the  farm w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  t h e  l o s s  of many 

farm p r o p e r t i e s .  That is ,  t h e  p r i c e  of land is  too  expensive i n  contempor- 

, a r y  Ca,padian s o c i e t y  ta have fa l low lands  which can be developed. The 
k. 

i nc reas ing  farm c o s t s  w i l l  continue t o  be d r iven  higher by t h e  non-agricul- 

t u r a l  a c t i v i t i e s  a s soc ia ted  wi th  the  "Tar Sands" development. Farmers w i l l  
e 



FOOTNOTES 

'CRAWFORD, Margaret E. , A Geographic Studij o f  the Distribution of  P o p u h t i a  
Change i n  Alberta, 1931-1961. Unpublished M.A. Thesis  ( l962) ,  p. 95. 
~ n i v g r s i t y  of Alberta:  Edmonton.. 

  bid. , R. 65. See a l s o ,  A t h  of Alberta, pp. 50-51. 

3 L A M O ~ ~ ,  G. , and PROUDFOOT, V. G. , "Recent Changes i n  ~ o + l a t  i o n  i n  ~ o r t h e r n  
Saskatchewan and Alber ta ,"  Frontier Settlement, The Univer s i ty  of Alber ta  
S tud ies  i n  Geography, Monograph 1, Edmonton (1974), p. 96. 

5 ~ ~ ~ ,  Arthur J. ( P r i n c i p a l  - Plamondon School and Community H i s t o r i a n ) ,  
Personal ~ommcnication, 16 Dec 77. , 

I 

6 ~ ~ ~ W F ~ ~ ~ ,  op. c i t . ,  p. 26, d i s c u s s e s  t h e  problems assoc ia ted  wi th  an under- 
s tanding of meanings. That is, "Detailed study of the  progress  of urbanis-  
a t i o n  i s  d i f f i c u l t  because of t h e  changing d e f i n i t i o n  of terms used i n  t h e  
Census, boundary changes i n  urban a r e a s  through annexation of surrounding 
land,  and the  f a c t  t h a t  r u r a l  d b m u n i t i e s  have grown t o  over 1,000 persons 
and thus  must be c l a s sed  a s  urban. Before 1951 [ , I  t h e  d i v i s i o n  between 
r u r a l  and urban was based on popula t ion  s i z e  o r  t h e  form of admin i s t r a t ive - ,  
o r g a n i s a t  ion,  o r  both. Thus, any incorporated s e t t l e m e n t ,  no mat ter  w h a t  j 
i t s  populat ion,  was c l a s sed  a s  urban, and agglomerations which were o f t e n  
much l a r g e r  i n  numbers but unincorporated were r u r a l  f o r  census purposes. 

and urban popula t ions  were t o  be d i s t ingu i shed ,  recognis ing  t h a t  such 

1 
Afte r  1951 [ , I  s i z e  was chosen a s  t h e  c r i t e r i o n  on t h e  b a s i s  of which r u r a l  

d i v i s i o n  is a r b i t r a r y  but be l i ev ing  t h a t  s i z e  is c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  type  
of s o c i a l  and economic o rgan i sa t ion  l i k e l y  t o  develop,  and t h a t  t h e  l a r g e r  
t h e  community the  more urban i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  be. Thus i n  1951 
a l l  p l aces  with a popula t ion  of 1,000 o r  more were c l a s sed  a s  urban regard- 
l e s s  of the  f a c t  that they were, o r  were n o t ,  incorporated."  The ques t ion  
of u rban iza t ion  i n  nor theas t  Alber ta  i s  r a t h e r  moot, because a l l  a r e a s  n o r t h  
of Edmonton f a l l  w i th in  i ts sphere of inf luence .  

'These f i g u r e s  a r e  der ived from t h e  "1974 Equalized Assessments f o r  A l i e r t a , "  
Municipal Counsellor, Vol. 19,  No. 1 (1975), pp. 6-8. The coun t i e s ,  
municipal  d i s t r i c t s ,  c i t i e s ,  towns and v i l l a g e s  a r e  l i s t e d  a s  Appendix D. 

'Alberta Government, Department bf Cul ture ,  Youth, and Recreat ion ,  Alberta 
~ u l t u r a i  Heritage Conference Final Report, (1972), Edmonton, n.p. I t e m  
number seven from t h e  group on Canadianism is i n s t r u c t i v e  wi th  regard t o  
t h e  government's r o l e  i n  s t r u c t u r i n g  t h e  outcome of qomrmnity a s  an I d e a l i s t i c  
pot ion .  T h a t  is ,  "We b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  equation of t h e  word e t h n i c  wi th  
h i g r a n t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the  twent ie th  century ,  has given t h a t  word a 
derogatory  connotat ion.  We recomnend that t h e  term be r e t a i n e d  because 
everybody has an e t h n i c  background. I n  f a c t ,  e t h n i c i t y  and respec t  f o r  
e t h n i c i t y  i s  one of t h e  chief  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  which d i f f e r e n t i a t e s  Canada 
from the  United S t a t e s  (101)." The f i n a l  recornmendation from group e i g h t  
on language suggested t h a t  " in  t h e  s p i r i t  of m u l t i - ~ u l t u r a l i s m :  (a)  a 
course on ' c u l t u r e s '  of Alberta be made compulsory f o r  a l l  s t u d e n t s , i n  
t eachers  t r a i n i n g  a t  the  U n i v e r s i t i e s  of Alberta;  and (b) a p a r a l l e l  course  



be set up by t h e  cu r r i cu lum department of &ducat ion  f o r  elementary and 
3 secondary s t u d e n t s  of A lbe r t a  (109) ." It becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y  c l e a r  from 

t h e s e  examples t h a t  no th ing  e scapes ,  t h e  boundar ies  of  gove rmmnta l  
bureaucracy. 

'WON, H.L. , "~duca? ion  in Athabasca," Clover and W i l d  Strawberries: A 
History o f  t he  SchooZs of the C o u n t y  o f  A t W c a .  George,  S. Opryshko, 
ed. Athabasca: County of Athabasca Number 12 (1967) , . p .  134 i  

,\ 

lo& F.P. Begory, Super in tendent  of Schools a t  Athabasca i n  1975, suggested 
that people a r e  n o t  d i s lodged  from t h e i r  land as long  as they  make an  
honest  e f f o r t  t o  pay t h e i r  t axes .  I n  one i n s t a n c e  i t  w a s  sugges ted  t h a t  
a  head of c a t t l e  was s o l d  and t h e  proceeds app l i ed  t o  t a x e s  owed was a 
s a t i s f a c t o r y  g e s t u r e .  

1 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ,  L. R. , "Spruce valley)s.  D. N o .  4652," 'Clover and Witd St-berries, 
op. &t., p. 93. 

1 2 r h i s  in format ion  is  quoted frold page 148 of t h e  r eco rd  of t h e  r a t e p a y e r s  
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CHAPTER VII 
___*C___ 

CONCLUSIONS 

. The success  c r i t e r i a  e s t a b l i s h e d  f d r  t h i s  t h e s i s  ,devia te  frm those  

which appear i* t r a d i t i o n a l  geographic s t u d i e s  on f r o n t i e r  grbups. While 

Y t hose  s t u d i e s  focus  on economic development and i n t e g r a t i o n  i n t o  a wider 

s o c i e t y ,  t h i s  s tudy i d e n t i f i e s  c.oncepts r e l a t e d  t o  generatioAa1 and 
I 

f'ib 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  developments, se l f -de te rmina t ion  and i n t e g r i t y  d s  v a l i d  

c r i t e r i a  f d r  measuring success  f o r  any pioneer group. This  t h e s i s  has 

I 
demonst ra ted- tha t  the  l e v e l s  of success  t h a t  can be a t t a i n e d  by pioneer I 

a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  are-knowable. And i n  order  f o r  t h e  s tuden t  of pioneer 

se t t lement  t o  understand those  .successes,  t h i s  stud-y has  shown t h a t  c r i t e r i a  

must be s t a t e d  d i f f e r e n t i a l l y .  The ques t ion  of success  involves  t h e  

opinions  and a t t i t u d e s  of publ ic  o f f i c i a l s ,  sett ler groups, ind iv idua l  
t 

\ 
pioneers ,  l a t e r  community members, and "outs ide  exper ts"  who look a t  

5 

economy, se l f -de terminat ion ,  technology, i n t e g r i t y  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  from - 
f 

d i f f e r e n t  angles .  , 

Northeast Alber ta  has provided t h e  arena f o r  c o n t r a s t s  between 

success  and f a i l u r  The "publ ic  l ands  pol icy ,"  under which t h e  study 9 
a r e a  was s e t t l e d ,  pr\dated t h e  es tabl i shment  of Alber ta  a s  a  province by 

I 

more than t h i r t y  yeairs, and t h a t  pol icy  cont inues  t o  underpin t h e  

economic, geographic, h 4 s t o r i c ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  psychologica l ,  and , b  

s o c i o l o g i c a l  express ions  and dynamics. The government was success fu l  i n  

i t s  program t o  es ' tabl i sh  s e t t l e r s  on the  l and ,  but  the  problems which ,r 

developed i n  the  long-run, such a s  economic poverty 'and e s c a l a t i n g  

welfare  c o s t s  i n  Enumeration Area 114, r e f l e c t  a  c l e a r l y  a r t i c u l a t e d  

f a i l u r e  on the  pa r t  of the  people t o  reach l e v e l s  of success  i n  terms of 



P '  bui ld ing t h e i r  own i n s t i t u t i o n s  and meaningful g e n e r a t i o n a l  developments 

4 
on which i n t e g r i t y  can f i r m l y  rest. The government c r e a t e d  t h e  proper 

c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  r ap id  a g r i c u l t u r a l  expansions i n t o  a r e a s  where none 
- 

should have occurred,  and settlers su f fe red  not  s o  much from breaking 

, . 
t h e  land bu t  i n  t h e i r  a t t empts  t o  r a i s e  .crops u n s u i t e d 4 0  t h e  envimnment 

i n  many instance?$. The very  success  f  s e t t l i n g  on t h e  land i n  many a r e a s  ? 
of n o r t h e a s t  Alber ta  was t h e  pre-condit ion f o r  mass f a i l u r e s .  An e s s e n t i a l  

I .  

conclusion must be reached from governmental, s e t t l ement  pol icy:  t h a t  i t  . 

Z m 

precluded economic and o t h e r  successes  because of inadequate planning and 

pr&par a t  ion .  

Generat ional  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  developments p r o v i d e  a  more 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  measure f q r  success  than  governmental pol icy .  They provide 

'? 
d i f f e r e n t  but  i ~ o t  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  d a t a .  While "booiterism" and t h e  "garden 

d i s t r i c t "  myth were ins t rumenta l  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  s e t t l e r s  t o  nor theas t  

Alber ta ,  many came because they wanted t o  own t h e i r  own land.  For o t h e r s ,  

the  environment held a  n a t u r a l  a t t r a c t i o n .  

The i n t e r n a l  migrants  from the  P a l l i s e r  Tr iang le  came t o  t h e  study 
-. - 

a r e a  i n  t h e  1930's f o r  t h e  adequate r a i n f a l l  t h a t  was missing i n . s o u t h e a s t  
-& , < 

Alberta.  These f o l k  were r e fugees  i n  the  sense t h a t  t h e i r  ex i s t ence  was 
- 

threa tened by d r o u g h t s .  Those vho wished t o  r e l o c a t e  t o  t h e  s t u d y . a r e a  o r  

o t h e r  p a r t s  of t h e  province could o b t a i n  a  loan of $600 t o  move t h e i r  

posse'ss\ons. Requiring a  loan sugges ts  a severe  shor tage  of c a p i t a l ,  and t h e  
A, 

se t t l ement  e f f e c t e d  by t h e s e  f o l k  on t h e  worst s o i l s  i n  nor theas t  Alber ta  

ensured' - t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  adequately develop l a s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  we 
f a i l u r e s  a r e  now c l o s e l y  l inked wi th  s o c i a l  we l fa re  p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  

4 

por t ion  of t h e  s tudy a rea .  

F a i l u r e  t o  a t t a i n  success  f o r  t h e s e  i n t e r n a l  migrants  c&ld have 
c 44 

,* >- 



. i 
been p r e d i c t e d .  The warnings La the l i t e r a t u r e  about  the basic r equ i r e -  

ments f o i  ' a g r i c u l t u r a l  set tl-t and development bme been, as -+, matter . 
r 

of cou r se ,  ignored I n  Albe r t a .  Ihe i n d i s c r i r l n a t e  settlement of lad 

v i t i w u t  r ega rd  f o r  i t s  a d a p t a b i l i t y  f o r  a g r i c d l t u r a l  p roduct ion  and 

wi thout  regard  f o r ,  i t s  a b i l i t y   for suppor t ing  the neces sa ry  s o c i a l  system3 
b 1 

i s  f i n a l l y  changing i n  u b e r t a ,  bu t  t h e  pover-ty of a g r i c u l t u r e  f o r  t h e s e  , I 

folk is t h e  pover ty  of t h e  people.  . 

' 'fiy t h e  French from Mch igan  s e t t l e d  i n  - t he  s tudy  a r e a  r e m a i n C u n c l e a r ,  

but t h e  n a t u r a l y a t t r a c t i m  of t h e  envirorornt pay have been t h e  l o t i v e  for 

acquisit!on of adequate  ac reage  f m  f a m i l i e s  t o  expand t h e i r  h o l d i n g s .  These 

f o l k  s e t t l e d  under t h e  p r w i s f o n s  of the "publ ic  l a n d s  policy.," and 

c w c d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  ' t h e i r  i t i t u t i o n s .  Y i t h w t  an adequate  co lprehens ion  

L 7 .  
of vhy and under vhac c o n d i t i o n s  t h e  French l e f t  Michigan, i t  is not  p o s s i b l e  

-. 
t o  make a s ta tement  p r e d i c t i n g  t h e i r  succes s  o r  f a f l v r e .  Leve r the l e s s ,  i t  

i s  c l e a r  f r w  tk land expans ions  b e t w a  1940 and 1977 t h a t  t h e  community 

con t inues  t o  g r w  a d  d e v d o p .  

Using t h e  c r i t e r i a  e s t a b l i s + d  f o r  success  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  t h e s e  

f o l k  a r e  h ighly  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  terms of geah ra t iona l  developlrents.  The 

village of P lawndon is  perhaps t h e  b e s t  pl$wical  exp res s ion  of succes s  
Y 

and t h e  Plamondon and D i s t r i ~ t  Museum probably a r t i c u l a t e s  t h e  

i n t e g r i t y  best. 1 

h%ile t h e  French a t  Plaaondon a r e  seen a s  a  group t h a t  1-6 

. -  s u c c ~ s e f u l  i n  terms of occupancy, g e m r a t i ~ s ,  and i n 6 t i t u t i o n s ,  

Afroaxwricane vho s e t t l e d  near  Amber Valley d d  a  d i f f e r e n t  measure. 
\ 

The n a t u r a l  a t t r g c t t o n  of n o r t h e a s t  A lbe r t a  t o  these f o l k  is  knom, and 

q u e s t i o n s  r ega rd ing  the  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  of succes  would be d i f f e r e n t  from 

b those  about t h e  i n t e r n a l  mig ran t s  and t h e  French a i g r a n t s .  Ihe Afro- 



americans c- t o  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a  seeklug a respite from wcla l  

h o s t i l i t i e s ,  and f o r  of them their, s a f e  a r r i v a l  Id A l b e r t a  was 

m c h  S U C ~ S B  as t b e y  d&ed f o r  the Parent. l e v e r t h e l e s s ,  tbese 
\ 

f o l k  s t a r t e d  t o  d e v e l o p  t h e i r  i n s ' t i t u t i o n s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  

4- - 

c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  the mu-1950 ' s .  I t  was t h e n  that the c-ity d 

i n  p o p u l a t i o n  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  began t o  d i s a p p e a r  u n t i l  1966 vhen o l y  tbe 

c h u r c h  and a  dozen f a m i l i e s  remained.  

A t  t h e  MC of 1973,  a  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  movement set In  t o  \.. 
t h e  c o a m u q t t y ' s  p a s t  and p r e s e n t  i n t e g r i t y .  There is a r c h  d i s c u s s i o n  ahou 

t h e  h i s t o r i c  r o l e  of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  ir~ t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of the cotlmmr~&~, 

and s i g n s  on the l a n d s c a p e  promise  a b r i g h t  f u t u r e .  

The A f r o k r i c a n  s e t t l e r s  a r e  n o t  as  s u c c e s s f u l  a s  t h e  French  i n  

t h e  number of i n s t i t u t i o n s  on t h e  l a n d s c a p e  nor i n  m a  t a i n i n g  an  pl 
Lncreas iny  p o p u l a t i o n  and l and  e x p h s i o n s  a t  t h e  f o u n t a i n h e a d .  The Afro- 

a m e r i c a n s  a r e ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  h i g h l y  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  terms of g e n e r a t i o n a l  

developments .  -How one  judges  t h e  r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  movement depends  on t h e  P 

0 

a n a l y s t .  h e  c o n c l u s i o n  s u g g e s t e d  by such a w v e m e n t ,  h w e v e r ,  is that . ?- 

s u c c e s s  c r i t e r i a  change t h r o u g h  t ime  f o r  t h e  f o l k .  I n  o t h e r  words ,  s u c c e s s  

i s  n o t  s t a t i c .  

The t h r e e  examples  r e l a t e d  t o  n a t u r a l  a t t r a c t i o n  s u g g e s t  t h a t  i n  

o r d e r  t o  c l e a r l y  u n d e r s t a n d  what q u e s t i o n s  abou t  s u c c e s s  shou ld  be asked 

r he problem of  o r i g i n  needs  t o  be f  i m l y  e s t a b l i s h e d .  ~ h l s  i s  accumplfshed 

f o r  t h e  A f r o a m e ~ i c a n s  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s ,  but  n o t  f o r  t h e  French.  F u t u r e  

s t u d i e s  i n  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a  shou ld  pay p a r t i c u l a r  a t  t e n t  i o n  t o  o r i g i n s .  of 

. t h e  f o l k .  

The economic p o v e r t y  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  c e r t a i n  r e g i o n s  of the s t u d y  
4 

aTea has c e r t a i n l y  l i m i t e d  t h e  d e v e l o p ~ e n t  of key i n s t i t u t i o n s  and d o e s  



i n  those cases c l e a r l y  : ep resen t  f a i l u r e .  Bovever ,  the desire t o  own land 8 .  
and t o  be  engaged i n  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s  is  rore i m p o r t a n t  t o  sore f a r m e r s  

t h a n  a g r . i c u l t u r a 1  ~ r a r g i a a l i t y  o r ' a g r i c u l t u r > l  p o v e r t y .  The n o r t h e a s t  

A l b e r t a  f a r m e r  a c t u a l l y  s u p p o r t s  by plantini '  c r o p s  u n s u i t e d  

t o  t h e  enviroument  and working i n  non-farm o c c u p a t i o n s  - 
f o r  wages. The most s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  a b o u t  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  n o r t h e a s t  

b 

A l b e r t a  is no t  i t s  m a r g i n a l i t y  b u t  t h a t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  m a r g i n a l i t y  is a c t u a l l y  

s u p p o r t e d  by farmers. I n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  
the notiof of s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  is a  

1 - I 

f e a t u r e  that s t a n d s  o u t  p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  l i v e s  .of i m n i g r a n t  d e s c e n d a n t s  - 
who measure  t h e i r  s e l f - w o r t h  and t h e i r  s u c c e s s e s  by independence  a s  t h e y  

/ I  v i e w  <that i d e a l  s t a t e .  A g r i c u l t w r a l  n r a r g i n a l i t y  i t s e l f ,  then,  beccmes a  
# 

C 

measure  of s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  c a s e s  where p e o p l e  have s u p p o r t e d  i t  v i t h  n m -  

' farm wages and a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  c r e a t i o n s ,  

k n e r a t i o n a 1  and i n s t i t u t i o n a l  dev&!pments a r e  key c r i t e r i a  f o r  
e 

v 
m e a s u r i n g  l e v e l s  of  s u c c e s s  a t t a i n e d  by p i o n e e r  s e t t l e m e n t  g r o u p s .  However, 

ta  u n d e r s t a n d  human p u r s u i t s  t h a t  a r e  s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h e  f a c e  of a d v e r s i t y  

and m a r g i n a l i t y ,  t h e  a n a l y s t  must know something a b o u t  the  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  i 
. . 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and s i t u a t i o n s  f a c i n g  t h e  f o l k .  I n  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a ,  
k 

t h e  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  env i ronment  is  examined from t h e  s t a n d p o i n t  of 

a 

c-unity i n  t h e  f o r t u n e s  o r  m i s f o r t u n e s  of  t h e  f o l k .  The f o c u s  f o r  

communi t ies  i n . t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  was t h e  s c h o o l s  u n t i l  t h e y  were e l i m i n a t e d  

by t h e  p r o c e s s  of c o n s o l i d a t i o n .  Before  c o n s o l i d a t i o n ,  t h e  s c h o o l  was 

t h e  p r imary  i n s t i t u t i o n  where t h e  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a  f o l k  c o u l d  f u l l y  

j u s t i f y  t o  t h e m s e l v e s  t h a t  t h e y  wer m n d  e  ed , i n  c o n t r o l  of t h e i r  own 

and t h e i r  c h i l d r e n ' s  d e s t i n y .  The problem of measur ing  s u c c e s s  based on 

i n t e g r i t y  i s  by no means e a s y ,  but  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g  f o l k l o r e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  



I .  

t h e  n o t i o n  =st be i n c l u d e d  i n  c r i t e r i a  ded lgned  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  p i o n e e r  

a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e m e n t s .  One c o n c l u s i o n  from t h e  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a  s t u d y  

must f o l l o w :  t h a t  a  f a i l u r e  t o  e s t a b l i s h  g e n e r a t i o n s  and i n s t i t u t i o n s  

p o s s e s s i n g  an a s s u r e d  i n t e g r i t y  i s  a  f a i l u r e  of f r o n t i e r  p i o n e e r  f o l k .  

S u c c e s s e s  and f a i l u r e s  i n  t h e  s t u d y  a r e a  a r e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  by t h e  

p h o t o g r a p h i c  d a t a  of t h i s  t h e s i s .  What t h e y  s u g g e s t  a r e  new d i m e n s i o n s  

f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  s u c c e s s .  T h e r e  i s  a lways  a  p o s s 4 b l e  r a n g e  f o r  s u c c e s s e s  

1 t h a t  might  be a t t  ned by a  p a r t i c u l a r  g r o u p ,  h u t  t h e  r e a l i t y  of e x i s t e n c e  

J' demands t h a t  we acknowledge that t h e  o n l y  r e a l  s u c c e s s  is c o n t i n u i n g  

a d a p t a t i o n  t o  chang ing  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  and s i t u a t i o n s .  

T h i s  s t u d y ,  t h e n ,  h a s  shown t h a t  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  d e v e l o p  a  h o c e d ' u r e  , 

f o r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  g roup  s e t t l e r d e n t  t o  d e t e r m i n e  c e r t a i n  e l e m e n t s  of  t h e i r  

% 

s u c c e s s e s . .  The main i n g r e d i e n t  f o r  t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  is t h e  p r e - m l g r a t i o n  't 

e x p e r i e n c e ,  however,  and t h e s e  d a t a  a r e  n o t  a lways  a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  a n a l y s t .  

They s h o u l d ,  n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  be r e q u i r e d  i n  f u t u r e  s t u d i e s  of n o r t h e a s t  

A l b e r t a .  

T h i s  a u t h o r  has d i s c o v e r e d  that g roup  s e t t l e m e n t  s u c c e s s e s  have t o o  

many f e a t u r e s  t o  be t h o r o u g h l y  examined i n  one s t u d y ,  and r e v i t a l i z a t i o n  - . 

movements a r e  c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  l i v e s  of some f o l k .  There  i s  a  need 

f o r  f u r t h e r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  r o l e  p layed  by s u c h  movements. \ f i n a l l y ,  
1 

i 

t h e  n o r t h e a s t  A l b e r t a  s t u d y  h a s  r a i s e d . m o r e  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  s u c c e s s  t h a n  

1 
have been answered by t h i s  t h e s i s .  e o n g  t h e s e  a r e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  Does 

2 

eyond t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  farm f a m i l y ?  How long  d o e s  i t  t a k e  f o r  

f r o n t i e r  f o l k  t o  modify  t h e i r  p r o c e d u r e  t o  f i t  o b j e c t i v e  r e a l i t y ?  And, i s  

t. 
p o s s i b l e  t o  p r e d i c t  s u c c e s s  f a c t o r s  based on t h e  o n c e p t  of i n t e g r i t y ?  d 
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APPENDIX B 

BRIEF SUBMITTED TO THE HALL COMMISSION BY THE 

ATHABASCA CHAMFJER OF COMMERCE AND THE TOWN OF ATHABASCA* 
\ 

\ 

d 

*Source:  Hal H a r r i s o n ,  P u b l i c i t y  Chairman, Chamber of Conmerce, Athabasca ,  
J u l y  2 4 ,  1976.  



\ 

The Chamber of CommercP of Athabasca  and District are g r e a t l y  d i s t u r b e d  

0 
a b o u t  some of  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  a r i s i n g  from t h e  p o s s i b l e  abandomnent o f  t h e  

r a i l  l i n e  l e a d i n g  i n t o  t h e  Town from a j u n c t i o n  p o i n t  a t  H o r i n v i l l e .  S i n c e  

t h e  economy of t h e  d i s t r i c t  i n v o l v e d  i s  b a s i c a l l y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and t h e  main 

tonnage  of t h e  r a i l w a y  from t h i s  p o i n t  is g r a i n ,  most o f  t h e s e  c o n c e r n s  d e a l  

b a s i c a l l y  a i t h  t h e  l o s s e s  which w i l l  a c c r u e  t o  t h e  f a r m e r s  i n  o u r ~ a r e a  and t h e  

/- 
r e s u l t s  t h e s e  l o s s e s  w i l l  have on t h e  d i s t r i c t k a n d  t h e  town. 

3 

While t h e r e  a r e  many f a c t o r s  t o  be  s t u d i e d  h e r e ,  aplch of t h e  b a s i c  

r- 
i n f o r m a t i o n  we r e q u i r e d  t o  g i v e  f a c t u a l  economic s u r v e y s  of t h e  r e s u l t s  of 

r a i l  l i n e  abandonment i s  u n a v a i l a b l e  t o  us.. T h i s  makes o u r  t a s k  v e r y  , 
d i f f i c u l t  i n  t h a t  we a r e  l e f t  t o  d e a l  w i t h  g e n e r a l i t i e s  r a t h e r  t h a n  s p e c i f i c s .  

* 

Main ly ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  make o u r  b r i e f  more s p e c i f i c ,  we must know t h e  

p o s i t i ~ n  of t h e  e l e v a t o r  companies  o p e r a t i n g  i n  o u r  town. W i l l  t h e y  s t a y  

and become a b a s e  f o r  a t r u c k  h a u l i n g  system o r  w i l l  t h e y  s h u t  d o 4  and f o r c e  

t h e  u s e  o f  a l t e r n a t e  d e l i v e r y  p o i n t s ?  The e l e v a t o r  companies  have been non- 

.c 
commit ta l  on t h i s  p o i n t .  

t While w e  do n o t  i n t e n d  t o  d e a l  a t  l e n g t h  w i t h  t h i s  s u b j e c t  t h e r e  a r e  
J 

one o r  two p o i n t s  we wish  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t o  t h e  Commission. !, 
F i r s t  -- whether  o r  n o t  t h e  e l e v a t o r  companies s t a y  and a  t r u c k  h a u l i n g  

sys tem is  e s t a b l i s h e d  working o u t  of t h e  p r e s e n t  e l e v a t o r s  we f e f i  t h a t  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  c o s t  of h a n d l i n g  i n  t h i s  manner, t h r o u g h  t h e  e x t r a  l o a d i n g ,  

\ 
o f f - l o a d i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  g r e a t e r  c o s t s  of s h i p p i n g  l o n g  d i s t a n c e s  by 

t r u c k ,  w i l l  p l a c e  a n  ex t reme  f i n a n c i a l  burden on t h e  s m a l l  f a r m e r s  of o u r  
? . .'* 

a r e a .  T h i s  l o s s  of income would g r e a t l y  a f f e c t  t h e  economy of t h e  town 

i t s e l f .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand were  t h e  e l e v a t o r s  h e r e  t o  c l o s e  down and f o r c e  t h e  

u s e  of a l t e r n a t e  d e l i v e r y  p o i n t s ,  t h e  n e a r e s t  h e r e  be ing  Boyle,  some 28  



309. 

m i l e s ,  t h e n  t h e  impact  on f a r m e r s  and town would be i n c r e a s e d  d r a s t i c a l l y .  

T h i s  e x t r a  d i s t a n c e  t o  h a u l ,  and t h e  b u l k  o f  t h e  f a r m e r s  i n  t h e  

~ t h a b a s c a  area would have t h e  f u l l  d i s t a n c e  as a n  e x t r a ,  would p l a c e  most 

of  ar f  f a r m e r s ,  w i t h  s m a l l  a c r e a g e s ,  i n  a p o s i t i o n  o f  l o s i n g  money on  t h e i r  

o p e r a t i o n s  and t h e r e f o r e , w o u l d  l i k e l y  have t o  l o o k  f o r  some a l t e r n a t e  method 

of  inaking a  li i n g .  * 
With t h e  p s s i b l e  s h u t t i n g  down of t h e  e l e v a t o r s  h e r e  a l s o  comes t o  

t h e  t o m  a much g r e a t e r  l o s s  of b u s i n e s s  th rough  t h e  shopping  o f  t h o s e  

f a r m e r s  l e f t  on t h e  l a n d ,  a t  t h e  a l t e r n a t e  d e l i v e r y  p o i n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  a t  

home. 

t h e  

t h i  

There  a l s o  e x i s t s  some c o n c e r n  r e g a r d i n g  p o s s i b i l i t j e s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  

t r u c k  h a u l  of g r a i n  i n  l a r g e r  t r u c k s  and t h e  i n h e r e n t  t e m p t a t i o n  t o  u s e  1 

s method from t h e  farm t o  t h e  t e r m i n a l  r a t h e r  t h a n  from t h e  l o c a l  e l e v a t o  i - 

t o  t h e  t e r m i n a l .  T h i s  cou ld  mean t h e  s a v i n g  of a n  e x t r a  l o a d i n g  and unload-  
' .  
' % 

i n g .  I f  t h i s  e v e n t u a l l y  w a s  r e a l i z e d ,  t h i  damage caused  t o  t h e  connnunity 

r o a d s ,  no t  b u i l t  t o  w i t h s t a n d  t h e  t o n n a g e s  i n v o l v e d  would be d i d a s t r o u s  i n  

t h a t  t h e  c o s t  of rLgpair  and upgrad ing  o f  t h e s e  c o u n t r y  r o a d s  would be 
t ' 

a s t r o n o m i c a l .  * 

Added t o  t h e  above i t e m s  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  w i t h  r a i l  l i n e  abandonment 

a l o n e  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  number of p e o p l e  working f o r  t h e  r a i l  l i n e  a s  main tenance  

w o r k e r s ,  e t c . ,  would be  pu t  o u t  of work and would p r o b a b l y  l e a v e  t h e  a r e a ,  

c r e a t i n g  a  l o s s  of p o p u l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  town. Thie- l o s s  would be added t o  i f  

t h e  e l e v a t o r  companies were a l s o  t o  s h u t  down. 
, - 

T h i s  a r e a ,  r u r a l  a s  i t  is,  i n  t h e  p a s t  few y e a r s  h a s  begun t o  show an  

* ~ d i t o r ' s  Note: T h i s  c o n t e n t i o n  was a b l y  s u b s t a n t i a t e d  by R.M. Comchi. 
D i s t r i c t  Engineer  of t h e  Maintenance Branch, Alberta. 
Tranaportation, Athabasca ,  J u l y  25, 1976. 



i n c r e a s e  i n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  r a t h e r  t han  a  d e c r e a s e  as i s  r e g i s t e r e d  in many 

ac 
o t h e r  r u r a l  a r e a s .  T h i s  is t r a c e a b l e  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  p o p u l a r i t y  o f  t h e  

l a k e s ,  f i s h i n g  and hun t ing  a r e a s  i n  our  r eg ion .  Th i s  i n c r e a s e ,  a s  i t  

c o n t i n u e s  t o  grow, could  a l s o  p rov ide  e x t r a  b u s i n e s s  f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  i f  t hey  
t 

were i d t e r e s t e d  i n  i t ,  i n  week& excur s ion  passenger  service a long_fhe  - 

l i n e .  
,' 

T h i s  popu la t i on  i n c r e a s e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  summer months l e a d s  u s  

t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  w i t h  a s s i s t a n c e  from t h e  government t h e r e  is eve ry  l i k e l i -  

t 
hood of  sma l l  i n d u s t r y  s p r i n g i n g  up i n  t h i s  a r e a .  T h i s  could  w e l l  be i n  

t h e  ceramics  l i n e  as t h e  d e c r e a s i n g  tonnage of t h a t  commodity shipped from 

h e r e  t o  Medicine Hat is  no doubt  due t o  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  extra sh ipp ing  
I 

. c o s t  of t h e  raw m i t e r i a l s  makes t h e  f i n i s h e d  a r t i c l e 3  t oo  expens iveLto  

s u c c e s s f u l l y  compete. With a  p a r t  of  t h e  p l a n t  i n s t a l l e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t hen  

i n c h e d  c a r l o a d i n g s  of f i n i s h e d  m a t e r i a l s ,  r a t h e r  t han  t h e  c l a y  i t s e l f ,  

could  be expef t ed  

We a l s o  f e e l  

C 
i nc reased  tonnage 

g r a v e l ,  f o r  which 

from t h e  r e g i o n ,  t h u s  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  income of t h e  r a i l r o a d .  

t h a t  i n  ;he y e a r s  ahead t h e r e  is  a g r e a t  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 

ove r  t h e  

t h e r e  is 

Also t h i s  commodity i s  too  

o r d e r  t o  make i t s  movement 

~ e - Z ~ l s o  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  

is i n  d i r e c t  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  

l i n e  i n  t h e  form of o t h e r  commodities,  such  a s  

becoming a  d i s t i n c t  s h o r t a g e  i n  t h e  province.  

heavy and would have t o  be hauled by r a i l  i n  
.4 

f e a s i b l e .  

u se  of t r u c k s  f o r  long d i s t a n c e  g r a i n  hau l ing  

t h e  government's s t a t e d  p o s i t i o n  r ega rd ing  t h e  

c o n s e r v a t i o n  of energy s i n c e  t h e  r a i l r o a d  makes much b e t t e r  u se  of t h e  

energy expended through t h e i r  l a r g e r - l o a d i n g s  and t h e i r  l e s s e r  use  of f u e l .  
r 

I n  summing up our  b r i e f  we would l i k e  a l s o  t o  s ta te  t h a t  our  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  brought t o  l i g h t  a  number of i n s t a n c e s  i nvo lv ing  poor s e r v i c e  

by t h e  r a i l  l i n e  and t h e r e f o r e  our  b e l i e f ' d s  t h a t  w i th  more sa lesmanship  and 



b e t t e r  s e r v i c e  the  ldsses t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d  would 

. t h e y  a r e .  Most of k h i s  poor s e r v i c e  i s  through 
f 

c a r s  when they areoneeded . f o r  shipment of .  g r a i n  

n o t  be a s  h igh as they  s t a t e  
> 

t h e i r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  provide 

o r  of o t h e r  c d o d i t i e s .  
, 

A l l  i n  a l l  t h e  above p rospec t s  f o r  a  severe  l o s s  of income and s t a b i l i t y  
* . @ 

t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  farmers and t h e  inherent  l o s s  of bus iness  and popula t ion  t o  

t h e  Town of Athabasca l eaves  us  ih a p o s i t i o n  of i n c u r r i n g  severe  economic - 
6 l o s s e s  were the  r a i l  l i n e  t o  t h e  town t o  be abandoned. 
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Cadast rnl Record of Township 66 Range 22 West of the Fourth Merid 
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Oct 7 / 1 1  
Apr26107 
Yay20/ 1 3  

% r  6 / 1 2  
I a n 2 3 1  1 2  
Or t  7 /11  

Sep 4/11. 

Dec 2 / 1 1  
F e b l l l l 2  

W i l l  W i l l i a m s  
J c s s e  .Jones' 
Ed j a rne i ron  

1  S J  
se 
SU 

2  SE 
hX 
SZ 
su 

I SE 
t:J 
t.-i 
se  
S'J 

Home 
Hone 
H ~ m r  

' H a  
Hone 
Homc 
Home 

H m c  
h-.'lfb 
s-n B  
Hone 
H o ~ c  

\-a B 
S.7 B  
Hone 

d06c 

Home 
.k--n 3 
Hooe 

Home 
h-.M 
Hrme 
Hone 

H.8-e 
:,--?I B 
Y;H B 

Hoffie 

Hone 
x-a?. R 
Home 
Home 

%rn 
f 

Hoac 
Homc 
Hozc 

Home 
Home 
s o o c  

J a w s  R o g e r s / Z i k c  Rob i ruon  
F e r n c r s  S k c f f i n g r o n  
Alf  Rogers  
Ed Shank 

. Apr28 /10  
A10162 
A10085 Jan  1 7 / 1 2  

. lu i  a169 
Ju120109 

George  Sh.ink 
Char1t.a OnIan 
H a r r i e t  L i l l a  UCDoruld 
J b h n  Mac ko 
Wasy 1  Lahowskl  

LOO81 D r c  1 & / 1 1  
10074 D r r l 4 / 1 1  

Hov * I 0 7  

Nora B e a t t i e  
J o g e p h i n e  Natornngcn. 
Alex  W .  Dav idsnn  

F r b  6 / 1 7  
Apr 1 / 1 1  

68903  A p r i h l l 2  
J a n l 2 : l l  

A l h c r t  C r r r r  
Warfen R i c h a r d s  
J e s s e  ~ 1 ~ ~ a l C e d e o n  D o u v l l l s  
Le land  0 .  C r e e n  

F;ov:0/05 
A10591 S r p l V / l l  

Jun 7 /05  
A;,r 4 \ 0 6  

James U i e n e s  
L . M .  f o r k  ( ad rn . ) / J .B .  K c n r i c k  
J o s e p h  M. Wasmer 
Levl:. H. I .  Wood 

Conrad A . J .  Sundby 
Xary Ann W.an/R.B. R i t c h i e  
L . Y .  Y o r i  ( a d m r . ) / A l e x a n d e r  

' UcLeod 
L o u i s  B l u e I F r a n k  Bluc  

Henry & o h i n s o n  
Ursu!e Ho!> tg rand / John  K v i t h  ' 

F e l i x  Dunopt 
P e t e r  UacDouga l l  

~ 1 0 5 9 2  s ; p i w 1 1  159 m 
A10550 Oct  6 / 1 1  ' 1 5 9 . 6  N( 
A10656 Dec 5 / 1 1  1 5 9  . J i  

1 5 4 . 8  Au323/12 
159 hpr  1 / 1 2  

T h e o d o r e  Charlem C o u t u r e /  
H . P .  Cul  

h. Rennlson  
P e l i x  C.U. K e n d r i c k  
h. S.  P r m t t  

O c t 2 9 / 0 9  . 1 5 8  0 %  
8234 Dcc 3 / 0 9  J  I 
8227 Nov23109 1 4 1 . 6  JI  

11529  .&I.?  JI  
0 c t 2 9 / 0 9  Lh 

11529  JI 
16607  Nov30/11 1 6  J .  

Y a y  8 / 0 5  
Nov 7 /08  
i u l z 4 / o a  

159  Novl5/12 
159  Ju127112  
159 Oct  6 / 1 1  

8038  Mar22/09 
11529  

* 16124 N y l R / O 9  
397 Dec 4 / 0 6  

J u l 2 5 / 0 5  
1!5?9 
l i 8 i 4  O c t 1 4 / 0 8  
16114 Nov18/09 

SU . S a l e  
f a l c  
S a l e  

SE Hope 
SW Sa!e 

1 S a i e  
S 3 l c  



Ck.ter L.<*l1. , 
E p U I h w  
kkck bbCip./uo. I. U i -  

rille 
I b ~ n  k.c. 1 ? u/ 

h r 7  -11.-I 
J.C. M n u r r f e  



t r r ; ~ / ' n  
;..;::to: 

&,':/.', 

&I 2 ; : c  
* y - 2 8 / 1 5  
f, r >if4 

Ius ? / a 7  

:-. ; ; , I  

I t . ' . / . .  

;. . . ' , ' . 7  
Aq.. '.i 
n..?.;'.; 
L- . . .  .. 

*A,.;, .. 
L+ . ' . : 
Mi''.', 
*,. 2 1 . .  

, . , -- i1',% 

;a.;,.. 
:,T ) / 'A 

. . ,.>, .A 

*:, . *; 3 

v*, ; I . .  

Pa, ; . r  

? U I L  .i 

Prrit  .i 
? w . i 4 . ' . i  

L*.e U 2 4  
C... 3 1 7 G  
2-L lor 

T r r C : M  L w r 4  
2-. k , l , . P C  
a. 8 .  T- 
Cmc. 5 .  - 
C.C. M- 
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r,adaatral Record of Tovnship 66 brae 23 Mest of f i t he  Fourth F r i d i a  , 

1 LZ 
Y 
st? 

9Y 
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7. 

SL 
Y 

3 re 
Zi 
SL 
s- 
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rs 
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w 
st? 
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7 a 
zd 

6 a 
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sa 
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li'- 
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a 
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Y 
st? 
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F.arige 23 West ~f the Fourth 

h r Z D l 2 2  U l l l l r  h c L d  
nsyi3/21 J-. Srcord 
Frb15/21 It-* T m l k  
b713/21 J m .  W o r d  

Jos. k i d w  T o C . 9  
rrMk SullLa 
Ilu P e l l w t  
We." C 0 1 l h  (CO 10.. O l i W )  



ti- 
H o Y  

Gl48 

?:.P-,tn 

K.% 8 

ii'A3C 

t i r e  

Hrre  
S p e c i r l  
avrc 
a g u  

H c .  

H s r t  
% -  -c 

S a l t  
S a i r  

H o u  
nu-J 
Hoa+ 
HOae 

S p e c i a l  
S p r c i a l  
H a c  

Hasc 
Spric.1 

F e t  4 /09  

~ 1 7 7 7  k t ! 2 / i l a  

A10106 J a n  411'2 

a 0 1 8 1  J a n  4 /12  

. S e c 5 1 1 2  
Jun29/17 

Ycv 2 / 1 1  
6726 - 

J a n 2 b I i i  
nay21/9'3 

Apr2711i 
F rb ;7 /15  
Aug 8 / 1 0  
L g l o / l G  

5149 A?r 1 / 4 5  
5125 Apr l l L 9  

Y w l L I 1 0  
S ~ v i G l l G  
*ovlC/ lO 
k p 2 5 1 1 0  

9214'-- 
7% 

Jam231 1 3  

Dec27/10 
7505 

9551 Sep13113 
7221 
7226 

6725 

' Jus 5 /11  
h p l l l l l  

J m l 2 / 3 9  
4 2 0 m  

18 .3  J a n 8 / 1 2  

D e c l l / 0 9  
Oct 8/09 

l ior l3111 

Jan24/12 

Jan24 /12  

Aug22/ i9  
P a r  4 /21  

k c ! i / 2 :  
. Fct i : /27 

b r 3 G / l 5  
Nov 5/12 

& r  3/15 
Mar 9 /26  
J u l l C l l L  
Jun29/:6 

1 5 9  J u l  5 /49  
159  May L / C ( j  

Jan26/ :b  
A?r2G/l4 
k v  &I:> 
F c b l 3 l l 4  

Ju119126 
J u l l 8 1 2 6  
D.c13/17 

I l r r l 7114  
J u l l 8 1 2 4  

57.7 Apr l7 / ;8  
?by 8/24 
May 8/24 

I e b 2 3 / Y  

k y 2 3 1 1 6  
Ju110/17 

1 4 8  I eb28I42  
1 4 8  I eb14 /16  

8 
C o l i n  Johnmcoo 

John Rumsr 11 
~ h u .  w a l d  H i l k e r  ' 

16ar.c~ : r abe l : e  S c D g ~ l d  
( t o  J a r .  Smi th )  

h v i d  L n r o  ( t o  b k r c  
Vernon Henthcsh)  

~ d u i n '  Swansan ( t o  b b c .  
Vernun H e n ~ h r s b )  

E rnes t  S e r v e r t o r  
J ackson  F o r t r r  

c-,ar. Henry P r a c t  
S.S.B. 
Char .  A. L a l l u  
Davld d l l r o n  

Percy Y a l t e r  S m  
G.ror8e Lobacon 

ZocmlCe k n n  
I s a a c  5 .  busman  
Leonard b d i e u  
Piarry Y. S c b r e e  

S.S.B. 
S.S.B. 
k o r g e  W. b. 

J e a n  B r u n i e  
S.S.B. 

Yary l  Helnyk 
S.S.B. 
1.1.1. 



C a d a s t r a l  Record 

Date of h r r  of 
.%try A r a  Parmt 

specla1 13031 
m'-mr 
Sale 1-8 
*A 

Dec 7/18 
>.?r:7!:7 
b y 2 3 1 1 2  

Jul 7/34 
scpz:/ii 
scp2:144 
Jan30117 



? a d a s t r a l  Ftecor? r,f T c v r , s h i r ;  67 ? A L E ~  24 West qf t h e  Fou r th  M e r i d i a n  
3 

3 

George  Labrancht .  J r .  
A l c r  1 s  Yrdeau 
August  I. Svern 

J a r t s  A. H c d e r u m  
a P r . .  Rersy  J l n e  H d y -  

I b r r l c c r  Herers  Hessen8.r  
P e t e r  P .  Ha1:ock 

s 
S . S . B .  
S . S . B .  

C . O . ? .  Yc-k  
Erne, ,  Hr r,t 
CPO'I. ". '  , '  . r ~ O i .  

M r r w  S : m r  
? h i i l p  Coy 
A l t r a d e r  3. Carprnrrr  



Cadestral.Record of Township 66 Range 20 West of the Fourth Meridian 

1 5  R?! 
l U t u r e  h c e  o f  D a t e  o f  N 

kctioll of G r a n t  .Idrr L n t w  A r e a  P a t e n t  lac SL 
CV 

Bou 
Boar 
R a e  
Rosc 

SAV Row 
SAV 

H o u  

H- 

H m e  

A l r 2 0 / 1 2  
J u n l b / l O  
D.c18/12 
S e p  7/12. 

6 4 3 6  Ju131/11,  
6 4 3 6  J u l 3 l / l l  

J u l  3 / 2 0  

~ ~ p d  

J a a l b l 2 2  
J U n l 2 / 1 8  
I b r 2 4 1 1 6  
? e b l 5 / 1 7  

Feb 5 / 1 5  
r e t  5 / 1 5  

Jun19124 

Aug21lSS 

J u l  6 / 2 3  

Nov23115 
Dcc:b/lb 
Ju!201?7 

O c t i 2 1 2 1  
J u l  6!!7 
-7 5 / 1 9  
na:,l5llr.  

scv29/:5 
k c 2 3 I i 9  
ICov23121 
J ~ l 2 0 l l 7  

o ~ t z e 1 1 4  
XovlO/ l6  
se;17/37 
Yay 5 / # 8  

Ayg16114 
May17119 
l b r 1 2 / 1 5  
Yeb 3 / 1 5  

J u n l 7 l j 6  
.%n26/15 
A p r l 9 / 1 5  
m r 2 4 1 1 7  

S*plb/20 

API 81r0 
A p r l 8 1 1 8  
D t c 2 7 / 1 8  

J a n 1 5 1 2 0  

?*b 1 / 6 1  
J u n 1 6 / 4 2  
Se315lL2 

A p r 2 2 I M  
J a n  7 /39 

k c  2/29 
k r ? 6 / L O  
~ e b 2 5 / l 9  

k c  1 / 2 9  
k c : 7 / 1 4  
Lkc30/12 

6 / 1 2  

k c  2/!3 
i e 5  3/:5 
-c- 2 f 1 3  
Feb 3 / 1 5  

".arl8/:L 
~ c ~ i a ~ i z  
.;u.:2;/15 

Ka,27/111 
J a n l 7 I L 6  

J . ~ L 1 9 / 1 8  
!:ovl'I/36 
D r r l 7 l l 3  
J u l  5 / 1 6  

C l i f f o r d  Br- 
H r n r ) .  C l a y  B r w o  

C o l u b u s  kmm 
S.S.B. 
u.. -Tole. 
Ya. A.C. Beyan 

Colur .bua  b w r n  
5 . S . B .  
C a r b l e  P l a u r n o y  
Lena A n d e r s o n  
kana B a a t e r n d  

G l e n  A. S h a f f e r  
Davld S h a r w  J o n a s  
C:cn A,* S h . > l f e r  
D a , ~ l d  Tbarun J o n e s  

G u s t o f  C p g r q a a r d  
O s c a r  O p p r p a a r d  
Pan- Ole i r t c k a e n  

Peter G r c g e r w n  
Xrs. r ' r ) :  V 1 ,  t o r l a  S e v e r  

H r z r k i a h  C a r o c h e r s  
R u f u s  Warren  S m i t h  
Davld S. Jones 
J a w s  P. J o n e s  

? i n k  H. B r m n  
J o s e p h  L s c u s  
P e t e r  G i l c o n  
E.M.H=llron A n d e r m  

C a l m b u s  B w c n  
M i *  C o r r u t h e r s  
R e r u n  h e n  
l o r e s t  h e n  
S.S.B. 

W a r d  b n t c a l m  W l C m  
C l a r e n c e  C o l v n  

D o a d i e  B w e n  
Um. G o . ,  Cr-11 
J o s e p h  I a r b r o u f i  
I .  W e n  
3 . 3 . 8 .  



Cadastral Record of Township 66 Renge 20' West of the Fourth Meridian 

Apr 201 12 
Jun l8 f lO  
Dec l8 l l2  
Sep 7/12 

J m l L 1 2 2  
J u n l 2 f l 8  
~ 2 4 l l 4  
Teb15117 

I e b  5/15 
?e t  5 /15  

Jun19124 

AugZlfLS 

J u l  6/23 

n w 2 3 / 1 5  
Dec:4/14 
Jul2?/37 

oct12121 
J u l  6!!7 
Xay 5/19 
x a y l 5 l l L  

Xcv29/!5 
Dcc231i9 
*ov23/23 
Ju220/17 

Oct28115 
l o v l W 1 6  
se:17/37 
r a y  5 /31  

Aug16116 
nay17119 
b r l 2 1 1 5  
Yeb 3/15 

Jun17/16 
W 2 6 1 1 5  
A p r l 9 f l 5  
Xar24117 

Sep lL l20  

Apr 8 / 4 0  
~ p r 1 8 1 1 1  
h c 2 7 / 1 8  

Jan? 51 20 

I e b  1 /61  
Jun lb l42  
Se?15IL2 

Loberr ~ . a r ~  ~ i p s e d  
Ernes t  3urpWIJ.Y.  !+rm 
l o b r r t  C.  Leslop 
Renry Sneed /E l i zaSe th  Sot& 

Ire  of Date of 
Entry Area P a t r n t  b m s  

C l i f f o r d  Br- 
H e n 7  c l a y  BIorm H. h l l  

YI. S u l l  

1 7 S E  How ' J u l  5/20 

Co lmbus  h n  
5.5.11. 
Ca-ble F lourmy 
Lona Andernon 
Hana Baaternd 

20 #C Hose Jun 301 15 L!oyd P m t y  Al len  

21XE Home 
SE Hrne 
SY 2nd How 

k c  2/13 
Fe!, 3 /15  
k c  2/13 
Feb 3/15 

Glen A .  S h f f e r  
David Sharar Jones  
C:cn A .  Shaffcr 
Davld Sharon Jones 

22 m Home 
W How 
SE tlme 
SV Home 

John T p l r s  
Jacon C. Jon+s 
Yyart  2.0s. L i p s c d -  
J e f f  Davls L & a r d a  

Gustof Cppcqaard ' 

')scar Opprgaard , 

Hans Ole f r l cksen  

?tar25112 
nov 4/12 
Jun11/19 
J u l l 2 / 1 3  

Jeck  Y a t k i n i  
Henry P o l z e s  
Pcese Bowen 
Id::::. B%en 

P e t e r  Gregerson 
Xrs. ? b r y  Vl~roria S n e r  

2L RE H a  
w H- 
S E *  kome 
SY H a  

Aug 1 /11  
J u l  3/11 
n a r  4/29 
Xar21/28 

De lac ie  ToleeIS- To les  
Or la .  C o l m n  
C r r v a i s  P .  G?dt.out 
Alvey C a r o t h e r s  

Hezekiah Caro the r s  
R b i i s  Warren Smith 
Davld 5 .  Jonea 
J a m s  ?. Jones  

Jun l8 / lO  1 Apr.25111 
nay 1/11 
Apr25 l l l  

Renry Clay Yurpky 
Joseph b 3 i t a k e r  
Monday Taler 
S 8 w ~ r l  Caro the r*  \ 

S t i r l i n g  S .  'ales 
Joseph F e s t e r  

'. 
Xin i  T o l e s  
'Thoau b P P  

Pink H .  kown 
Joseph Estus 
P e t e r  Gi l ron  
L.M.Hamilton A n d e r m  

Columbus Bovcn 
Cdie C c r r u t h e r a  
R e r u n  h e n  
l o r e s t  Bwen 
S.S.B. 

Qlu. li. T u l l i e l ~ ~ ~ l  . 
h w c  b. 

D.L. Saunciera , .I*' 
E4vard b b i n a o o  
Ik. LPW 

i 

H . ' h n e / ~ t ; u d a r d  Trua t  Co. 

!W How 
SL H Q ~  
Sw Bac 

159 Sep 3/37 
159 JanlZ/LO 

W a r d  Montcalm hriltca 
Cla rence  C o l n n  

Boadie B a n n  
Um. G o .  Cr-11 
Joseph Yarbrough 
I. h e n  
S.S.B. 



Township 66 Range 20 Continued. 

Sep27/37 Oc t 10146 T h r o d o r c  S a u n d e r s  
~ u g l 8 f  11. ?eb20/19 P e t r 0  Cudz/ l (c1 l ie  Cuds 
Ju118/30 159 Jsn l7 /CO Yilham M n i e  

Jan15129 9 6  Eugen R.  G a b r i e l  C a s t e r  , 

3 3  SE H o m e  llov 2 / 2 9 .  159  Sep27139 Urs .  b a n d s  kltoa v h l t a k e r  

31. NE Home 
N;I - Homc 
SE ' Home 
su Home 

4 
J u l 3 0 f l 2  Jun2L/19 Thoi .  L ipcornbe  
Apr261 38 Yar25/07 John b % i t t s k e r .  J r .  
Feb18113 Jan25122 Richard  Thos. Lipacoob 
Sep23113 . ~ a v l 2 / 2 6  Urn. Melton  

35 h'!J H o n  Har 7/25 O / O  Aldege b r r i n i c r  
SE H a e  A p r 2 S f l l  1 5 9  Sep 9/11. Toung l i h i t a k e r  
SY Home ~ p r 2 0 / 1 1  159 ~ ~ r 1 9 / 1 5  J a c o b  Holmes 

36 YE Home 
h"; Home 
SE Home 
SJ Home 

Cct lL/O9 
Fcb16/12 
b r i 6 / 0 9  
J u n  7/12 . 

J u l  7/13 . LuCjer Clgnon 
Nov'4/15 YT. ' - 'hi taker 
.You26112 G a b r i e l  Cagnon 
Mar20116 ~ o h n  U h i t t a k e r  



cadastral .Record of ~ovnshi~.67 Range 13 West of t h e  Fourth Meridian 

W l l u r  t W a r r a  
Al ta  b Craat Vatanaya  I r i l w q  Co. Ki 
Albert  C d i e u x  ' S t  
W i l l i a m  B. John 

How 5 m 3 5  1 1 3 - 2 1  97.68 2 d  
Hme 655231 -29 U7.23 16-1 
H m  12133 11-9-36 13-1 
AbC.W.Ry.l.W. 6.24 6-19 

2nd How 638586 24-11-28 159.05 3-3-  Ilnrry Sloboda F 26 Ik 
Alta  6 Great ! la tenays  h i b a y  Co. 
Augurua C a r d l ~ l  
Arlene Cardinal 

b. 546590 
C . . . . .  6 1  
Ibu 523420 
l t .  of 
UC.W.ly.l.W. 65 
.ou '. 

P.  Tiaher 
Al ta  L Craat Uatenaya  L i l w a y  Co. 
Mary L. Quintal  
~ l t a  6 Great Uatanaya  Railway t o .  
A i u  C a d l e u  
L u i l i  l i r r o l i  \A' 

~ l t a  b Great w a t a n a y s  b i l v q  CO. 
Alta  b Great Warenaye L i l w q  Co. 

W l e  Bwchar 
Charles Valcry 
Al ta  b Crcat Yatewaye L i l r a y  t o .  

Mark Hay 
V i l l i n  Dent Sykam 
M. C .  Damchdeau 
W i l l i n  Dent S y t u  
Dmt  S y k a  

*leu IAboucmU 
T h a u  Trcdrrlck L. &uc.lu 
Arthur C d l a r u  . 
Jean Birmbard 
Uancy l o r d q u i s t  



C 

astral Record of Township 67 Range 13  West of t h e  Fourth Meridfan 
9 - 

b 

Date of 

24 a m.w.n7.~.w. 73  
kl* 2878 

Y k l e  2537 
sa A&c.w*.n.w. 77 

HOH 588035 
m! H- 6 ~ 2 3 1  
SL W 12133 

Abc.w.ny.n.w. 

A h a  L CN.~ w*t*rr.7. BAlhr.) Co. 
A h x m d o r  Y.bb.r 
I a r n ~ d  L. ~ e r r i e a '  
~ l t a  b  rea at ~ a t e r u a y .  co. 
I.uc L. S e t t l e *  Walt*r D.Farre 

Alt. L Crea t  W a t m ~ a j s  L l l w a y  Co. 
Alber t  C d i e u a  
William B. John -4 

Dave Ylcolayctuk Ilnrry Sloboda 
Al ta  L Creat ! l a t e n a y s  L i l w a y  Co. 
Au*rutus Cardlnal  
Arlene Card ina l  

Samrul F. Wager 

h r g u a r i t e  Larogue 
A l t a  L Great Y ~ t e n e y m  Railway Co. 
Alphonae J .  Walker 
Al ta  b Creat Y a r e n a y s  Railway Co. 
Alta L Great Wateluays Railway Co. 
Elcanar R i r z o l l  

Frank P .  F i sher  
A l t a  L C r u t  UaCtNays h i 1 w . l  Co. 
Mary L.  Q u t n t a l  
Al ta  S Crcnt Wnteruaya Railway Co. 
A i u  Cadieux 
Luig i  Rizzol i  . 
Alra  b Great U a t e n e y s  Ia i lway  Co. 
A l t a  b Creat Wateney? Railway Co. 

b i l e  Boucher 
Charlea Valery 
A l ~ a  L Great.Yateluays L i l w a y  Co. 

\ .  
nark nay 
William Dent Syk*. # n. c .  ~ c a c h h e a u  
W i l l i n  Dent S y k u  
Dent Sykw 

Helen Lsboucane 
T h ~ u  Freder ick  La k u c m e  
Arthur C d l a r u  

Jean Bizebard 
Xancy Yordquimt 



1 West of the Fourt ;h Meridia - Cadastral Record of Township 67 Range 3 

0 

I Y vat.  UCI. urn. u 1-11-4a 

1 9  WE Spacia l  
140.99 . I f 

S t  Spacia l  

= - .  
3 1 R  H o w  

*Y Specia l  
SC llou 

4 *L H o u  
1IV R o u  
SC s p c i . 1  
N Bow 

C.orBa I(.locy 
S.S.B. 
?a te  S l r o l c h  

Trmk A. h e t o n  
John JMU k b a  
S.S.B. 
J o b  IC. l m t o n  

161 
161 

151.4 No 
Se  

56.1 SP 

161 Jar 
161 * Xa, 

b I 

156 D t c  
161 ALg 
129.9 Mov 

161 &J 
147.9 No 

I 

A 

I 

( 
I 

1 

- I - .  , 

I 

1. 

10205 ' 
Jun29/11 
o c t  2/11 
Juo29/11 

5 n Specia l  
ta H o p .  
SL now 
N H o u  

161 Ju113/28 
161 Nov30115 
152 Sep 4/20 
150 Feb25116 

I* 
J o n l t t 2 1  
Dacl7/15 

148 teb27l lb  
146 Feb 3/16 

S.S.B. 
, I* lwn L.vaqw 

Pacer h n a t t  
d r . r  *nd.on 

C M L  I I r u  

J HOY 
SL u r n  
gu Home' 

7 bT doee 
w Homa . 
SL How 

2nd Ilor 

C l r r  I k r ~ l h u g r r  
Jay Y. r o l l e y  
m n d  Daorut 
Arthur C.  Milburn 

Sepl5/14 
, JanlO/l8 

Nov 6/16 

Louis D. l o r u n d  
Ccotga.G.uthiar 
Henry Cook 

9 1-z , Special. 
SE H o w  
S'J S o l d i e r  

S.S.B 
Arthur itenshaw 
Arthur Pmrhaw 

S.S.B. 
b b .  Jamma Coatam 
ILos1.n Scradiak 
John George Smith 

John Ccorle Smith 
I a l t a r  ? o r t a r  

161 I(ov21/17 
161 o c t  2120 

5 Usr26115 

161 Ju129/1B 
161 Jan24117 

Iab11)116 
I b b l I I l b  

C i l b e r t  h r r  P a t t y  
D d d  D. kcDonald  
Sywd M o c o u  of A t h . b u u  







Ibr 
.ar 
B?r 
ller 

&u 
w 
Ilu 
Ilu 

w 

w 

Pm 
s4ldlrr 

llar 
hDr  
r- 
W n  

Mm 
5-c ld 

llnr 
sic. 

Lstd. L. 
m 
7 . r .  M .  L. 

C W  

P , a  
w- 
u w  

P n r  
L h . 1  
((sw 

w 
2 d  - 
br 
Zpk. C I C ,  
.or 

.oc 
*r. L. 
lor 

lor 
s.1. 
llsr 

bthoaLr Cr. G r b .  ?#rl.l, 
of  avly  1l'le:ty 

7ari.c i'wlsi 
our:, r,*xw, 
Ll): Jt * rcz r r  - 



Tovnship 67 Ftangdlg Continued. 

27 tL lor 9 614717 lA-4-26 158 3 5  JoLa ry).L 

ar '3ar  6 2 U 7 7  1 0 - 6 2 7  158 .17  2 9  S i c k  C m k z  
IE  bc 614700 I C C F  22-1-37 St- PAL. 

2 W 6597lW 15-5-34 161 &-4-49 h % w l  Z d h l  
d t"- 2 1 - 1 - 2  142 14-?&LL ?car1 S t r r ~ v k  . , 

SZ W s u  629457 22-4-27 155.1: 2 - 9  T l d e r  Y a r a 1  
Y km 61 '654  22-4-27 158 1 ' 6  Tar ju 

3 3 R  h z  6?2:18 13-7-27 162 2 6 7 - 3 7  b r r 7  Itanrn 
Y bar 622124 ' 7-27 161 1 4 4  Y. S h e r N ! S  
SE krr 2 7  1% 2 - 3 9  H:b;a]  b a a  
4u Ru 624715 14-3-28 154 .51  ' 72 ->39  A I t z  l a a  

35 R W 1 3 -  161 8-6-40 ?red Tuklsh  
Y m 10565 24-1+32 162  4-10-40 DorL k r c z u i k  
SC llow b 6 2 U 1  8-4-W 161 1 4 - 1 6 3 9  ~ 1 - r  ku%miuk 
B aa 642473  2-4-Y) 161 9-4-42 S i c k  S i c b i u s  I d a  



/ 

Cadastral Record of Township 68 Range 16 West of t h e  ~ o u r t h ' h k r i d i ;  

..&re 0.u of Dace of 17 .Y II.8.Co. 1612 ' 
- Sectlm of C r n c  -r h e m  &Y P ~ M C  . B . r  W 8 . 8 .  Co. 1416 

J - -58 5-12-28 141 

4. b e .  1978 14-12-44 , 
kebt u 1 0 2 4  2-9-11 
h. b e .  1978 15-12-46 161 

?b:1:u Cot. 

4.  b e .  601 15-5-41 7 

C u v  C r a i u l y  
L r a u t  h b e  
Irrdrick P l r o o b o l l  
P ierre  Cagnm 

Arthur Me 
Ma-1 L.bcnte 
II. L. Co. 



Lastral Record of Tovnship 68 16 Weat of the w our& Meridian 

O t t o  J a r p l  P i r m d u  
%I : :a >-,ac;h Cruchlrr  
':to J o w p b  P h m d m  



Cadastral Record of Township 65,~ange 12 West of t h e  Fourth b r i d i a n  

I a c u r e  Date of Date of 
* c t i o o  o f t r r n t  I d 8 r  E n t r y  A r e a  P a t c s t  Iw 

3 S p e c i a l  
se a m  
SW 2nd Hoac 

S.S.B. 
Ldaond G u i u u d  
Ldnond C u l u d  

6 ME S p e , . l a l  
W Hcme 
SE S a l e  

Hon 
Su H . i r  . 

5 PIE H o ~ c  
M Hoce 
SE S p e c i a l  

Hone 
SY H41C 

A l b e r t  r a r i r .  
G ? l c  T u r s e o n  
T h m s  L.M. C h i m s o n  
T h ~ a s  L.E. C h i u a o m  
t i d e o n  A y o t t e  

Y.:se D u r a c h e r  
J e f f r r y  L e f e b u r e  
C h a r l e s  PooulC h b u  

7 HE Hout 
h"J , SAV How 
SE H e  
SW SAY tbr 

Leon P a u l  Dupl  
E .  L-reux 
S a p o l e a n  L h s r o c h r  
f. L-reux 

A d e l a r d  Cag,?on 
A d j ~ t a r  E r a s d a r d  
S.S.B. 

P a u l  U i l l i r  S t c f v k  . 
18 *e How 

W L l a  
SL S a l e  
SU llopc 

8-7-38 117.2 k c 2 9 1 1 3  David  R l c h a r d  



Cadastral Record of Township 65 .Range 19 West of the Fourth Meridian * 
. I - 

s81. 
s.1. 
8.1. 

T i m  sale 
n o r  
A.G.W. l/Y 
Rou 

) ( o w .  

Rou 
How 
T 1 w  s.1. 
Row 

Ibw 
S o l d i e r  
S p e c i a l  
Hoar 
HOY 

)(ow 

Spec  1.1 
Lbw 
W o r  
Ibw 

R o u  
2nd )Low 
now 

H o u  
now . 
2nd llar 
Jpeci.1 

2nd Wow 
S.1. 

w 
SL 
SY 

I 3  w 

1 4  R?! 
w 
SE 
N 

I 5  *t 
w 

S E 
N 

1 6  11 

Y 
S E 
Sv 

17 w 
s L  
N 

1 8  In 
rn 
SE 
N 

1 9  IR 
w 
SE 
ar 

20 m! 
H 
W 

21- 
Y 
SE 
SY 

H l r n  B. k i t h  . 
A l h c r t  *ny.'~k 
Henry Edaard Loy 

A.C. Browning 
A r t h u r  J o h n  thm~b 
A.C.U. C k .  
R i c h a r d  L. b r r  
Tho.. C .  C+1al8 

O l c k s a  L. k l  
Joho  A. 0 8on 
A.C.U.  C . 
B u r t o n  I. C a r r i c k  

Tho.. . B c C u t c W  
J u r  Dydy 1  
Bu on l .  C r i c k  

a r d  A l b e r t  Y h i r u a  

Sydney d. ' ~ 1 r x a n d . r  
S.S.B.  
C . r l  J o h o  D o c u l w a  
U.D. of C a r t i e r  #b37 
Dloc*m8 of S t .  P a u l  
C a r l  J .  Donelson 

S .S .B .  
S .S .S .  
Osca r  L. mvi. 
J a c k  bs*  

Rou * 609716 14-3-25 
n o r  91?I .  I - 7 - 3 2  98-09 I . C .  k l d  

I v o r  L. I o c b r  
V i c t o r  E. L r l c l u o a  
A a b r w  mi@ L l s d b t  

S i l l  W h i k  
E r i k  Aaderooa 
J o h n  m l i n  
P e t e r  O l w a  ' 

U a ~ y l  C r y c h r r a n U  
P h i l i p  I .  kl l  
a o r s .  k c l -  , 
Beery  L. G r i m m -  



stral Record of Township 65 R w e  19 West of t h e  Fourth Meridian 

A l k r u  C r u t  W a t c r r a y a  w a y  
A l h e r t a  G r e a t  W a t r r r e y s  C a p a n y  
J a m  A n d r e  Dur.r*ll  
J o h n  Andermon 
Y d e  H .  B r o o t .  

Hiram B. k i t h  
A l h c r t  h a k  
Henry  Edward b y  

A.G. d r m l n q  
A r t h u r  J o h n  Dunaky 
A.C.U. C m .  

8-19-26 0lek.a h r m k l  
1 - 1 1 - 1 9  J o h n  A. O l s o n  
19-8-14 A.G.Y. Ccm. 
19-1-31 B u r t o n  P. C a r r i c k  

1 3 - 3 3  Tho.. H. McCutcheon 
6 9 - 3 9  . J u r k o  Oydyl  
20-2-29 B u r r o n  ? .  C r i c k  
23-8-45 Edward A l b e r t  V h l t u n  

S y d n e y  6 .  A l e x a n d r r  
1 2 - 1 1 - 3 0  , . S . I .  
1-6-19 C a r l  J o h n  D o n e l a o n  
12-10-23 M.D. o f  C a r t i r r  # 6 1 7  
l o v 1 9 / 5 8  D l o c e s e  o f  S t .  P a u l  
1 9 - 7 - 1 5  C a r l  J .  Donelmon 

1 - 1 2 - 2 0  S . S . B .  
1 - 1 2 - 2 0  S . S . I .  
1 - 1 2 - 1 9  O s c a r  L .  b v i m  
7-5-17 J a c k  L o s s  

21-5-17 U.G. I d u l d  
7-11-18 & o r  L .  Bother 
29-7-18 V l c t q r  E. r r l c k m n  
7-5-18 A n d r h )  L u d v i t  L i d h o l m  . 
2U-6 -24  B i l l  K m n c h l k  
31-5-17 E r i k  A n d e r a o n  
15-7-18 John k l l n .  
7-6-19 P e t e r  O l a o n  

18- 7 - 2 0  Y a s y l  C z y c h a r a o r n k i  
26-12-19 P h i l i p  0 .  Ha11 
9 -  . C e o r t e  C z c l e m o n  
8-9-16 H m r y  e .  G r i w s  

h l e  
s.1. 
S a l e  

T h e  s.1. 
n o v  
A.C.W. Dlu 
n a  

H- 

Ibw 
H o w  
T l u  S a l e  
n'me 

Wow 
S o l d i e r  
S p e i l a l  
H m e  
Home 

now 
S p r c i a l  
nome 
H o w  
Home 

HolC 
2nd Hame 
H o u  

H O I .  
H m  
2nd H o w  
S p e c i a l  

2nd H o w  
s.1. 
now 
H o w  

2nd M a e  - 
. R o w  - 
Row- - 
b. L. 

A t b .  b Crv. mil b u t ,  
A t b .  b C w .  h i 1  w e .  
A r b .  L CN. lrii COWC. 

A t b .  b C m .  a i l  m e .  

W a l t e r  W a y w -  Iq 
W a l t e r  U. b y  
A.C.Y.I. ta., 
O s c a r  0. L q  

b b e r t  D. I e e d  
C l a u d *  C a l v r r  C.rt.r 
C e o .  W a a h I n ( t o a  D-4 
C r o .  U a a h i n t t o n  R e d  

B e n j a m i n  I. Tad* 
Yb. Cca. C a r p r n t e r  
S .S .B.  
V.. E. n e e d  
b v r r l c k  K. P a n n a m P e r  

Mm. C. C.rp.ater 
S . S . B .  
W.C. C . r p e n t e r  
? e t r o  n i k d i n  
C h e r l r s  C r o v a  

P a t r i c k  J o u p b  l l c r r a  
. 

T r e d  H m r y  Dunaby 
l v o r  L.  t o t t m n  
3 . S . t .  



~ o v n s h i ~  65 Range 19 Continued. 

A l o n l  I l c F a r l r u  
AlexaDdcr k l m r c h u k  
John  Lrms 

S t e v e  Szoyrko  
P e t e r  H r a b q  
Annie S u y r k o  
S t e v e  W a k o n c C h ~  

27 YE H o r  8-6-37 11-11-46 
' N U  H m  61L707 1L-6-26 U 1 . 9 8  25-11-35 

Cem. S i t s  2 .02 25-b1-35 

I l c k  Ba lzk  
Xarry n e l n y k  
Iu ' then lon  Cr .  
C a t .  P a r i s h  of 8 .  Trio. 
Clare?cw H. Tad. 
Sophl. K w a l c h u k  

28 ME 11- 621771 23-6-27 , 7-12-36 
S t  H o w  65OL5L 28-8-29 ' 6-1-39 
N N o w  1065 16-11-30 ' - IC-11-18 

P e t e r  Lbrorh  
T u d o r  K w a l e s u k  
J o h n  H l k u l l n  

34 It t)ou 575758 26-6-39 5-LO-23 
1(V HQW 621255 31-5-21 155 .32  A-)-LO 
SE Ba 587497 10-0-20 25-2-38 
SY S o l d i e r  15-12-36 h y 8 1 ~ 4  

L u f c h i k  
J o h n  k w g o  
Conmtan t ln  B a r r m w i k  
Mike S p i r k a  

SOU 11-5-43 
W . -  1 3 7 0  18-1-31 23-10-16 
SE tlor 620602 25-4-27 a 30-9-38 
W Ibr 1 0 5 ~ 0  ?l-1&32 l b l d - L b  



Cadastral Record of Tovnship 65 Range 16 West of the Fourth Meridian 

b t d .  

Ibr 
Ibr 

sar 

b t d .  

Ror 
Lba 

lor 
b t d .  

LLoa 
Llw 
R a  
&r 

lor 
b t d .  
w 
I L t d .  

b t d .  - 
2nd W e d .  
w 
Ilu 

2nd b 

b t d .  
liov 

b C 1 .  
8.~1. 
206 - 
b t d .  
l b t d .  L. 
2 d  - 
b 

b c d .  
b t d .  
Ihool s iu  
lou 
l 2 3 .  sit* 
C.r. sic* 

\L. ?opo\l.lch 
V l n c e n t r y  K r q i c  
S t e v e  E l l a  C h e r n l r v c h a  
Alex  D a l l u k  

P e t e r  K o r c h e r o s k i  
h t r o l )  Curak l  
L r v c s t  Knack 
E l r r  Johnson  

I i c k o l i  K o h r a  
. b r a  K o b u n  

J o h n  Nlck K o e h r r ,  

S t e w  C o r d m  
V u y I  Skpreykp  
G o r s e  I(ni:kh I 1 0 3 6 8  

Ure .  E. Cordey lnoc  t l 5 9 2 8  
U r e .  Nary Corday  
A l e u n d e r  b r d a y  - George  Corday 110281  

John C . r e l &  
Ura .  J a m  t o p w t e h '  
S. N o l a 1  S.D. I 4 7 8 1  
U r r .  Ann ie  K r u p i e  
U k r a n i m  C r .  O r t h .  Ch. of  Caa. 
Ukr& C r .  01th. Ch. of Cm. 

Hatd .  L. 3063 
Ha td .  16972 
k t d .  L. 3145 

A&. Lam. ' 513 
Hatd.  L., 3070 
Hs td .  L .  9840 

AbC.Y.Ky.I.Y. 28 
A4C.V.Ry.I.V. 28 
Ve t .  A e .  L. 695 
ALC.U.Iy.I.Y. 28 

A b C ; 4 X y D  " fi 
Heme 6178 
AbC.V.Iy.IrY. 27 
H a  11635 
Schoo l  S i t &  
S a l e  17946 
MC.U.Ry.I.W. 2 7  
S a l e  3659 

Sch .L&.Sa le  7137 
Sch.  Lde .Sa le  7137 

&C.W.ly.l.V. 28 
u c . u . ~ . r . v .  2 8  
S a l e  19307 ' 
S a l e  5099 
UC.w.Iy.1.Y. 28 
S a l e  D M 5  

AbC.V.Ry.1.V. 30 
W 11352 
~ 4 c . Y . 1 y . I . V .  29 
A#. b e .  241 



C a b s  tra 

u t e  of  D a t e  o f  
E n t r y  A r e a  F a t m t  ' . 

;I Recor'd of Township 65 Range 16 We k of the 

8-11-44 

l b - C 4 4  
25-9-65 

25-L-47 

10-1-47 

NovlL 1 4 4  
Lkc22/42 

s . P 1 3 / L 1  
J u l  30142 

b r 3 1 3 9  
J a n l l l b l  
J m 1 7 1 L 6  
J a n 2 1 4 1  

~ . b 2 7 / 1 9  
J u 1 2 6 1 3 9  
J u n l Z I L 3  
J u l l 7 I 4 7  

17-3-41 
20-1-39 

14-2-42 
5-6-44 
8-10-43 

18-9-64 

J a n 2 9 1 4 5  
A p r 3 0 1 4 1  

n a r l l l 4 4  
O c t 2 5 1 4 1  
Mar1137 

k p L O l 4 2  
nay19160 
* p r 2 9 / 4 2  
l e b 2 2 1 3 7  

b r l l l &  
J a n 1 4 1 3 9  
J u n l 7 / 3 0  
k v l 7 / 4 4  
3-5-39 
13-8-40 

J m e s '  b d r e v .  
U r a .  B a r b a r a  b i t t  . 

l o b e r t  l r i t t  
Mr.. Anna C h e r s i v c h a  

Mke P o p o u e l c h  
W i n c a n t r y  K r o q i c  
S t e v e  E l i s  C h e r n i r v c h a  
A l e x  D m i l u k  

P e t e r  Korcheromki  
M a t r o i j  G u r s k i  
t r ~ e s t  Knack 
C k r  J o h n a o n  

N i c k o l i  Kwh- ' 
b r m  K o a h u n  
J o h n  Nlck b h m m  

S t e w  Corday 
Y u y l  S k o r e y k o  
h o r g e  I n i z k i e  I 1 0 3 6 8  

Mrs. E. C o r d a y l n o t  4 1 5 9 U  
U r e .  Unry C o r d a y  
A l e u o d e r  b r d a y  
G e o r g e  Gorday 4 1 0 2 8 1  

J o h n  C e r e l u k  
m a .  J a m  P o p w i c h  
8 .  ~ 1 a 1  S.D. I 4 7 8 1  
nr.. A n n i e  K-1. 
U k r a n i m  GI. O r t h .  Ch. o f  Cma. 
Ukr.nian C r .  O r t h .  Cb. o f  Cm. 

AbC.V.ly.1.V. 2 8  
AbC.V.Ry.1.Y. 2 8  
V e t .  As .  L.  6 9 5  
uc.w.ay.r.w. l a  

AbC.W.1y.I.W. 27 
H m  6178 
AbC.W.Iy.1.Y. 27 
H m  1 1 6 3 5  
S c h o o l  S i t e  
S a l e  17946 
AbC.Y.Ry.1.Y. 2 1  
S a l e  3659 

L t d .  9 2 8 0  

Ih. M u y  Y a t z a l  
A l t a  b G r e a t  U t e n v a  I r i l m q  Co. 

J o s e p h  ' i .n tza l  
F r a n k  Y . n t r c l  
Urs .  F l o r e n c e  C o r d q  

A l t a  b G r u t  V a t e r r q a  U l r w  Co. 
A l t a  b G r o a t  U a t e ~ m y a  L i l u q  6. 
C l i f f o r d  L. I*o.oa 
A l t a  b G r e a t  Waterray .  L.:lmay 6. 

A l t a  b G r e a t  U a t e l v a y a  Ui1v.1 Co. 
Urm. U a r i *  A u i l e t  
A l t a  b G r e a t  KateN.l.  b i l V . I < 0 .  
Lpad L e b a u x t  
m o r a l  S.D. I 4 6 9 2  , 
A l t a  b C r s a t  Y a t a N q a  R a i l w a y  b.. 
A l t a  b G r e a t  W a t a r u a y r  h i b a y  b. 
P a t a r  D u b a r n i j f  

A l c a  b G r e a t  U a t e N a y  Ubq to. 
A l U .  b G r e a t  U r t e ~ a y m  L i b a y  Co. 

n r a .  X a r ~ r i t a  M o f l l n  
E a r o l d  Bovs 
E r i c  A d e r a o n  I l o f l i n l w c  9700 

7 

A l t a  b G r e a t  M u r r q m  Ulrq 6. 
* I r a  b C r a a t  u u i n r a y r  U b w  Co. 

h l t a  b G r e a t  U c e n a y m  1.ilr.1 Co. 
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01s. Cryechuk 
Joaef Kl l er  

S.S.B. - 
Jacob Wkn 
5.5 .6 .  

k m  b w b  
I(ichoL# Llrb 
Fred I*vb 
Tom Nd~onq 

Ired Such& 

Peter Hnko 
P 

S.S.B. 
S.S.B. . 
b l l  9 b l ~  
b ~ a r d  M 

Alex bbychuk 
Michul  B i b  
S a k o  Turdyon 
S a  Croio. 

Garfield I. Win 
L.rl D. h r i 8  
FreocieL. B i l m  
Dorie kuko 

h u r  gr.o).t 
h r u e r  I.uercbuk 
AUQ# Wrolucrry 

Peter ~ J o r v c k y  
Eve Oudchuk 

h r r m  ~u ~ . a ~ i u  
h r t m  J u  J- 



Record Cadastral Towns h i p  

Ih. 
2nd Bar 
Bor ' 
Iscam 
Jupp. Crc.  Aim. Cmpoj&lo  

Hlk iece  C z o p o j d d o  
l u t h c r i m  Cr. Ceth. Ch. 20 IL  
of  Blrmsed S a c r m n c .  W 
Blez). h r c k  

018. Grymchuk 
J o r e f  K i h r  

S.S.B. 
Jacob  H e w b  
S.S.B. 

S.. Hrvko 
l l i chohm *Lo 
P r d  W o  
Toll N l h 0 , u y  

I r a d  S u c h u k  

H a  
Haw 

H m  
Ror 
n o r  

Peter' H N ~ o ,  24 R 
IY 

s.s,n. SV 
S.S.B. 
Yaayl 'llykolyu 25 YE 
& n e r d  )lnrto SE 

€4 
Alex hbychuk 
Michael B i l m  26 11 
-0 Turdyom I1Y 
Sam C r o i r u  SL 

SY 
C . r f i 8 l d  I. D a k f a  
Car1 D. l l rn r i#  27 WE 
? r m n c i s L  B i l ~  

P a t i r  Myrma* 
h c u * z  L ~ r c b u k  
Amm Ir lomcar) .  

st 



\ 

~ o y n s h i p  67 Range i 8  Continued. 

Bcr 28-7-30 161 3-5-39 
R a .  22-9-36 161 1 2 - 4 4  
ku -4-28 161 6-1133 Alex White 
4. La*. 2053 16-6-47 161 3-3-39 Anna Y$kwchuk 

C h a r k s  J .  UcKanxia 
Jan Dytuik 
Gordon V. P u t n y  
Diyego P. HcKenzie 

A l e x  h'yholaychuk , 
Yarvich Cuy 
Tanthe Juanit; C.uni.r 
J .  B .  DEat.1 

. I I 

L i i l i a  Cresch 
h o r g r  S .  m&a 



&c4. 1. %77 1 5 - 1 1 4 9  24-1-17 noole H n z c u L  
Ibr 10->37 2 6  1-48 lrvla Lms Patter- 



CUJMTIES, HUHIC1PA.L DISTRICTS, CITIES, . 
.'.....% 

T W S ,  MID V I L W E S  11 ALBERTA 



Grande P r a i r i e  11 
vulcan 12 
Poaoka 1 3  
IVewell 14 
Warner 15  
S e t t l e f  16 
Tborhild 17 
Forty Wile 18 
Beaver 19 
Wetas~vin k 
Barrbead 111 

*Athabasca 112 
Sroky Lake 113 
Lachbe 114 
Wheatland 116 
Mountain Viev 117, 
P a b t e r a t h  418 
S t .  Paul  119 
S t r a t b c m  120 
Two H i l l s  121 
Csrrose 122 
Bed Deer 123 
Vermilim River 124 
Leduc 125 
Letbbridge !26 
Maburn 127 
Lac Ste.  h e  128 
Flags ta f f  129 
w t  t 3 0  
Parkland 131 

MJHICIPAL DISTRICTS : 

Cardston 16  
Pincher Creek #9 
Taber >14 
Willov creek 126 
F o o t h i l l s  131 
Acadia 134 
Bo y V i e w  144 
S ta  land 147 

h i l l  148 
P m o s t  #52 

nwright 161 4 ~ o n n y v i l l e  187 

Sturgeon 190 
Westlock 192 
SIoky River 1130 
S p i r i t  aiver 1133 
Peace 1135 
Fairview 1136 

CITIES : 
e 

. Calgary- 
camrow 
Drurbel ler  
 ton 
G r d e  P r a i r i e  
L e t  hbr idge 
Lloydminst er 
Medicine Hat 
Red' Deer 
Uetasklvin 

Ai rd r i e  
*At b b a s c a  
Bar rhead 
Bas haw 

. Bassano 
- Beverlodge 

Black M-nd 
B l a i r w r e  
BoMyvil le  
bov Is land 1 

Brooks 
Cal ra r  

' Canrore 
Card st one 
Car stairs 
Castor 
Clareshold 
Coaldale 
Cochrane .' 
Cold L a b  
Col- 
Coroaat ion 
Daysland 
w o n  

' Didsbury 
Drayton Valley 
Eckvi l le  
Ed son 
Elk Point 
Pairview 
Falher 
Fort  Macleud 
Port  H d h r r a y  
Port  Saskatchewan 
Fox Creek 
Gleichen 
Grad Centre 
G r a d e  Cache t 

1 

High P r a i r i e  
High River , - 
Hinton 
Innis f  a i l  
I r v l n e  
K i l l a m  

*Lac L a d r n q  La 

Lamlmt 
Wuc 
Hagrat h 
Harming 
Hayerthorpe 
WLennan 

Horiuvi l  e 
' Rivfr 

* d a r e  
Nanton 
Olrotob 

. Olds 
wen- 
Peace River 
P i c tu re  Butte 
Pincher Creek 
Ponoka 
Provost 
Rainbow Lake 
bypond 
Redclif f 
RedGa t er 

. Birbey 
Bocky Mountain Elouee 

4 Sedgevick 
S lave  Lake 
Swky Lake 
Spir  i t - River 
Spruce Grove 

.a 
St .  Albert  
Stavely 
S e t t l e r  
Stony P l a i n  
S t .  Paul 
S t r a t b o r e  
Sundr e 
Swan H i l l s  
Sylvan Lake 



Ta ber 
Three B i l l s  
Tof i e l d  
Trochu 
Two H i l l s .  
Va l ley  View . , 

I 
Vauxhall 
V e g r e v i l l e  I 
V e r a i l  i on  
Viking 
Vulcan 
Wainvright 
West l o c k  
Whitecourt  

VILLAGES : 
I 

AcQe 
A l b e r t a  Beach 
Al ix \ 
A l l i a n c e  9 
h i s k  
Andrew 
Argen t la  Beach 
A r r o w d  
Barons 
B a w l  f 
Beamon t 
Beiseker  f 
Bellevue 

. 
Bent l e y  
B e  r w n  
Betula  Beach 
Big Val ley 
B i r c h c l i f  f 

w B i t t e r n  Lake 
Blackf a l d s  
Blackie  
Bon Accord 
Bonnyvil le Beach - 
Bo t ha 
Bowden 

*Boyle 
Breton 
B r d e r h e i m  
Burdet t 
Carbon ' 

Carmangay 
Caro l ine  
C a s t l e  I s l a n d  
Cayley 

Cerea l  
Charpion 
muvin 
Chinook 
chipran 
C l i v e  
Cluny 

- 
Clyde 
Consort  
C o u t t s  \, 
Covl e y 
C r e v l ~ a  
Qtossf i e l d  
C r y s t a l  Spr ings  
c q t  ' 
Del burne 
Del ia  
De rven t 
Devberry- 
Donalda 
Donnelly 
Duchess 
Eng lesham 
Edberg 
Edger& 
Edmonton Beach 
Elnora 
b p r e s s  
E n t w i s t l e  
Evansburg 
F e r i n t o s h  
Foremost 
Fores tburg  
F o r t  Ass i n  ibo  i n e  
Frank 
Gadsby 
Galahad 
Ghost Lake 
Gibbons $ 

G i r o u r v i l l e  
Gleudon 
Glenwood 
Golden Days 
Grandview 
Grassy Lake 
Gull  Lake 
e i r y  H i l l  
Ha lk i rk  
Hay Lakes 
Heisler 
H i l l  Spr ing . , 

H i n e s  Creek 
Bolden 
Ehrgbendtn 
Jiussar 
Byt h e  
I m i s f  ree 
IrM 
Irricoaa 

*Is land  Lake 
Itaska Beach 
KapasivFn 
Kinuso 
K i t s c o t y  
Lakevi ew 
Lavo y 
Legal 
Linden 
LaroDd 
h g v i e w  
Lougheed 
Ma-He+-Beac 
I h m v  ill e 
Uarwayne 

-Millet 

2 
n i l 0  - 
Uinburn 
U i r r o r  
Xor r in  
hnson 
wr- 
Nalramrn Park 
Nanpa 
Nev Norvay 
New S a r e p t a  
bloblef ord  
Norglenwold 
Onoway 
P a r a d i s e  Va l ley  
Penhold 

*Plaaondon 
P o i n t  A l l i  n 
Poplar  Bay 
~ v a y  yL 
Rochon Sands 
Rocky Ford 
Rosa1 ind  
Rosemary 
Rose Haiven 
-ey 
Rycrof t 
RY l e y  

. 



Sandy Beach 
sangundo 
Seba Beach 
Sexsmith 
Silver Beach 
Silver Sands 
South Viev 
Standard 
St ir l ing 
Strme 
sundance Beach 
Suneet Point 

: >  ' 

Thorhild , 

"l'horsby 
, Til ley  

  or ring ton 
. . .  Turner Valley 

Val Quentin 
Veteran 
Vilna 
Wanham 
Wqrburg 
Warner 
Warspite , 

Waskatenau 
Wembley 
West Cove - 
Wildwood 
Willingdon - 
Yellowstone 
Youngetovn 

*Located vithin the study area. 



APPENDIX E 
, -= 

EXCERPTS ON SCHOOL CONSOLIDATIONS 

*Sour&: Clover and W i t d  ~trauberriee.' 



42 wae ee tab l i shed  by order  i n  

5 pubdivisions.  Organi ta t iona l  

were held i n  each s e b d i v i e i o n  i n  Noveaber in t h e  following cen t res :  . 
Sub d iv ;  1 - Masnook . '  

Sub d iv .  2 - Athasasca 
Sub d iv .  '3 -- Boyle 
Sub div;  4 - Plamondon 
Sub d iv .  5 - C r a i g e d  I A 

. . 

The f i r s t  o rganiza t iona l  meeting of the Board was held on December 21, 

A 9 3 8 .  The o ld  school d i s t r s c t s  were off  i c i a l J y  absorbed a s  of Januiiry 3 ,  

1 9 3 9 ,  when an  Act of Parliament tur'ned over a l l  l i a b i l i t i e s  a n d ' a s s e t s  of t he  1 
1 
1 

d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  ~ c h o o l  d iv i s ion .  1 

The origin# school d i v i s i b n  contained the  following.86 d i s t r i c t s :  
n 

Keyes '.. ........................ 18-22 
lawatinaw ........*..............' 2473 

' Lahaiev i l le  .................... 2637 

3 Parkhurst................:...... ,2645 
**Plamondon ...................... 2696 
. Dover .......................... 2725 

. . south Athabasca . . .. ... ... .. . .'. 2768 
A Plum Lake . . . . . . . . . . . . . ; . . . ): . . . 2815 

Toles ........................... 2895 
Atlanta  ............... 0"""" 2909 
Fairhaven ........................ 3044 
cash-Creek ..................... 3045 
Lewiston ........................ 3093 
Meanook .. r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . ~ . . .  3105, 
F l a t  Creek ..................... 3106 

/ .  . 'West. Athabasca . . . . . . . . . . .. . .',. . 3110 
**Fork Lake .. . . . . . . >.. . . . . . . . . . . . 3155 

Bodgers Chapter . .. . . , .  ..... . . .. . 3159 
4 Colinton ........................ 3169 

**Forest ............... :........-. 313-t Dolreville ...................... 3173 
Warren4.... . . . . .-.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3265 . 
McArthrrt .,..... ;....,............ 3266 
S i l v e r  Fox ,.. .. . .. . . c,. .. . . . ... . 3273 
Willow Ridge ................... 3292 

**muvier ........................ 3308 
East Park ...................... 3349 

**Ste. Cecile ..................... 3377 
**Irene .......................... 3405 

Yaungville ...................... 3621 
Bapt ise  Lake ..........-......... 3651 

**Berney J.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  ....... 3937 

**Quebec . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3989 
**Sarrail  ...................... 4001 
**Grandin ..................... 4066 
**Big Beaver .................. 4067- 
**Czaigend . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . t . .  . 4088 

Granvi l le  .................... 4091 
**Trieste ............... (4101) Hylo 

Venice ......' ;. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .4lO2 
porfar  -................+..... 4105 
Fores t  Groyq .. .. ...... . .. .. . 4209. 

**Char'ron , :.-; . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . 4224 
Vintent ..................... 4255- 
Richatond Park..'. . . . . . . . . . . .'. . 4280 

**kich Lake . . . . . ;.:. . . . . . . . . . . 4329 
Honticel lo  .. .. .. ... . . . .. .... 4374 . 
Perryvale  ................... 4390 
Hamnond ..................... 4398 
N e w  Pine Creek .............. 4473 
Big Coulee .................. 4497 - 
Hal l c ro f t  ...... l . . . . . . . . . . . .  45% 
Lavert '  ......,........ .... ... 4521 

**Owl River ................... 4526 
**Rocky Is land  ................ 4536 

Winding T r a i l  ............... 4549 
. Narrow Lake .................. 4546 

Blueberry Ridge ............. 4562 
**Black Loam .................. 4568 
**Green Pine ....,........:.... 4568 

Ferguron .............. :..... 4573 
**Deer Run .................... 4597 

Grossmont ................... 3696 
George  me^,................ 3820 



I I * .  . . 
! LeetHeights ......~.......:... 3821 Spruce p r k  .............:.. 4618 
! . , .................... \ ....;.......... i Greyvi l le  3836 **christy Lake 4621 ....................... ..................... I '  **Wangin 3935 **Helina 4629 ..................... . **Blue Jay 4658 **Spruce Valley .....,........ 4652 ................ . **Nora1 ......................... 4692 Willow P l a t  4668 

**Gowin ........................ 4755 
'**Cadan ........................ 4780 
**Birch,Gorve .................. 4808 ....................... **Nelson 4814 ................. Caribou Range 4836 

Gamefield ..................... 4597 
~ - -  A -  - - ---  ~ - - -  - 

I 

Nine o the r  d i s t r i c t s  vere  formed 
P 

1939. They vere: 

Laura ....................... 4722 ................ White Clover 6777 
**South Nora1 ,............. ;. 4781 
* * D ~ o M ~  4813 . ..................... 
**Big Bay ..................... 4817 

Mercury ...........:... ;,... 4849 
-- - - --- - --  - - -- -~ - A ~  - 

and added t o  t h e  d i v i s i o n  a f t e r  

B, ..... .............. ..................... . - Sun R& .:.. 4868' Cumley 4891 ...-............. ................. . . Lawrence Lake 4909 Cloverview 4919 .............. ................... Deep Coulee ;... 4959 E l l s c o t t  4960 ....................... ................... . . Locher 4975 **Old T r a i l  4853 
**Win Spruce ,................,. 4864 

I n  1944, t he  Lac La Biche School Division No. 51 was formed, which 
* 

r e su l t ed  i n  the  t r a n s f e r  of t h i r t y - s ix  d i s t r i c t s  (**) from t h e  above lists. 

. i * * * * * * * * *  
. . 

. , 
, . On January 3, 1939, t he  Athabasca Divis ional  Board took over from i t s  

. , eighty-f ive l o c a l  d i s t r i c t s ,  and reported l i a b i l i t i e s  of $53,842.99. The 

f i g u r e  increas,ed by another $9,000.00 which had been under-reported by the  

l o c a l  boards. The l a r g e s t  item was. i a l a r i e s  f o r  teachers:  o i e  hundred and 
b 

for ty- three  teachers  were owed approximately $31,000.00 

Consolidation. began with t he  c r ea t i on  of t h e  Athabasca School 

Division _No. 42, but no amjor changes were not iced u n t i l  a decide l a t e r  

when a number of small  schools  were closed and student's were being moved 

t o  cen t r a l i zed  schools.  There were 520 pupi l s  being conveyed t o  cen t r a l i zed  

schools.  The next year,  1950, t he re  were f u r t h e r  c lo s ings  of small schools.  

By 1954, more than s w e n  bus rou t e s  were added t o  t h e  Lac La Biche School , 

L 
Division No. 51 i n  t he  ~ r a e s l a n d '  a r ea  (which became p a r t  of t h e  Athabasca . 

Division i n  1955). Wost s t u d i h t s  were being conveyed t o  schools' out  of 

i h e i r  l o c a l  a r ea  by 1954. I 



C, The Country of  Athabaeca N o .  12 vae formed January 1, 1959, with 

A. Alo is io  a s  Rewe, and more consolidation ensued. By 1967, nearly a l l  

pupils  i n  Athabaaca County, and part of I.D. 24, vere being bussed t o  nine 

centralized school areas. 



*Source: Memoirs 
Centre, 

APPENDIX F 

THE AMBER VALLEY COMMUNITY REPORT* 

. . 

of the Off i c ia l  Opeping of 
June 28, 1975, pp. 15-22. 

the h b e r  Valley Community 



Y , CoPPrnunity organiza t ion  is no new experience f o r  the hber Valley 

d i e t r i c t  . Since* the  e a r l i e s t  .ettl-d&re the Pioneer Oluh v i t h  i ts  

widespread a t t r a c t i o n s  of the  Amber7Valley tvb-day p icn ic ,  .the go-getting 
t 

b a l l  games, t h e  horseshoe tournaments, greasp'  pig competit ionr , sack races, 
5 

L 

. i e t c . ,  brought t h e  1i t t le 'com~luni t .y  i n t o  the publ ic  eye. 

There were p e r i d s  where t h e  enthueiamm lagged of .course ,  but before  , 

long the re  would spr ing  up a new c lub  t o  cajrry on t h e  t r a d i t i d n .  f h e  Good 

Community League, Pioneer Club, and o thers ,  took t h e i r  t u r n s  a s  t h e  leading 
1 

organizat ion.  

a The l a t e s t  r ev iva l  of Amber Valley Community a c t i v i t y  had i t s  very 
1 -  
8 * 

hes i t an t  beginnidg about t h r ee  years  ago when a repreeenta t ive  of t he  

Department of Youth 6 Culture  asked a gather ing of Amber Valley r e s i d e n t s  

t o  e l e c t  de l ega t e s  t o  a t t end  t h e  Alberta Heritage Conference held i n  June, 

1972. 
\ 

Howev&, i t  was not u n t i l  e a r l y  1974 t h a t  through a 'dream of "b>other 

organization" of Operation We Care t o  incorporate  and help develop the  

survi\rlng r u r a l  a r ea s ,  and 'through people"s concern, t h e  Amber Valley 

Community Association was o f f i c i a l l y  es tab l i shed .  From t h e  ou t se t  t h i s  
b 

was an a c t i v i < y  'group with one big d i f  fecence. Ef f o r t s  were focused, on one 

genera l ly  f e l t  need -- a conrmunity cen t re .  This  w a s  e spec i a l l y  urgent a s  

t he  Tole8 schoolhouse which i n  the  past  had served a s  t h e  meeting p lace  f o r  

every type of funct ion had f a l l e n  i n t o  d i s r e p a i r  with t h e  coming of 

cen t r a l i zed  education. 

By the  surmrer of 1974 the  land and bas ic  bui lding hed been purchased, 

and before ~ h r i s t & s  the  real vork of reconatruct ion had a t a r t e d  - t h e  

foundation was l a i d  and t h e  frame moved onto th* new mite. Labour was 

donated by t h e  members of 6he assoc ia t ion ,  money g r i n t s  came from t h e  



. ' 

- 342. 

Provinc ia l  and Federal g w e r n r a n t r ,  o ther  p r i v a t e  con t r lbu t ion r  f r m  former 

Amber Valley r e s i d e n t s  and indiv idua ls  of neighboring d i r t r i c t r .  

During these  months of s tcuggle (o c 4 l e t e  t he  ha l l ,  the  Amber  all/^ 
I 

C-nity Association a l s o  found tine t o  organize a  clean-up c g p a i g n  f o i  
0 

t he  l o c a l  cemetery. T p  l a d i e s  a t t endea  sewing and upholstery c l a s r e s .  

Some members pa r t i c ipa t ed  a c t i v e l y  i n B  the  newly formed Amber Valley Choral 

group and i n  t he  Further  Education Speech Dynamics course. Some of t h e i r  

performances were tlie presenta t ion  of Christmas and Easter Contatas,  a  
1 

chora l  presenta t ion  a t  t he  100th birthday ce lebra t ion  of an Amber Valley 

pione,er, competit ion i n  two regional  music f e s t i v a l s ,  and church concerts.  

The h o o c i a t i o n  w i l l  continue t o  show the team s p i r i t  t h a t  made the 

c k p l e t i o n  of t h i s  bui lding possible .  There i s  no f e a r  t h a t  the  Amber 

Valley CoPPPnrnity w i l l  ever  s i n k ' i n t o  oblivion! 

I 
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